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INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  TALISMAN. 


TB  -  BftffottMd*  dM  Ml  paMly  pl«*M  OM  or  two  ftien*. 
vbo  thought  thai  it  did  aot  woll  aoampami  to  thaieaml  tido 
rf'-nwCiMiiIwi*  'nMrwiod.ihentae,  that,  without  di* 
net  alkwioa  to  tho  naniMn  of  tha  Eartm  Iribai,  aai  to  ttaa 
NMBtie  oaaflicti  of  tha  pectod,  tha  tiUa  of  a  '*Tkla  of  tha 

tha  playbill,  whidi  ia  aM  la  hate 
Iha  tiacodr  of  Hanlat,  Iha  obametar  of  tha  Prinoe 
rfnwwiikhainglaftot.    Oatkaothwhaad,  IMtthadifl- 
oHr  af  gi  vmff  a  vivid  piehna  of  a  put  of  Iha  worid  with  wllieh 
1  wu  aliDMt  totally  uoaoqoainiad,  onlew  by  aariy  laeoHaetioiu 
of  the  Arabian  Nightc'  Eofeertainments ;  and  not  only  did  I  la- 
tear  ojider  the  incapacity  of  ignoranoe,  In  which,  ai  ftur  at  re- 
lirdt  Eatftarn  mannen,  I  waa  aa  thickly  wrapped  a«  an  Egyp- 
uu  m  hi4  fof ;  but  my  contemporaries  were,  many  of  tbam,  ai 
■Bcb  enlightened  upon  the  lobject,  a«  if  they  had  been  inha- 
huau  of  the  favoured  land  of  Ooehea.    The  love  of  travelling 
had  pervaded  all  ranki,  and  carried  the  fubjecta  of  Britain  into 
til  qoarten  of  the  world.    Greece,  ao  attnative  by  ita  remaina 
of  ait,  by  ita  atruggiet  for  freedom  againata  BCahoawdan  tyrant, 
bf  iia  very  name,  where  every  fountain  had  ita  claaaical  legend  ; 
-Pakstiofi,  endcaiad  to  tha  imagiaatioa  by  yet  more  aaered 
imcBBbraaoea,  had  been  of  lata  anrvayed  by  Britiah  eyaa,  and 
dnchbed  by  recent  travcllen.    Had  I.  therelbre,  attempted  the 
cifAnilt  taak  of  aubatitating  mannera  of  my  own  invention,  in- 
read  uf  the  renaine  eoatume  of  the  Eaat,  almost  every  travel* 
Icr  1  m^.  who  bad  extended  hia  route  beyond  what  waa  an- 
ocotly  called  "  The  Grand  Tour,"  had  aoqaind  «  right,  by  oe- 
Tttlar  iupectioo,  to  choatiaa  me  for  my  prapnaptimi.    Every 
■eaber  of  the  Traveller'a  Club,  wha  eould  pretend  to  have 
ihrown  tua  ahoe  over  Edom,  waa,  by  having  dona  ao,  oonati- 
t.'jeii  tnj  lawAil  critic  and  corrector.    It  oeenrred,  therefore, 
toat  wbere  the  author  of  Anaataaiaa,  aa  well  ao  he  of  Hadji 
BdM.  had  described  the  manners  and  vioea  of  the  Eaatem  na- 
iMMu.  not  only  with  5delity.  bat  with  the  humour  of  La  Sage 
au  the  ludicrooa  power  of  Fielding  himaelf,  one  who  was  a 
pcrftct  ■tranger  to  the  aubject  muat  neoeaaarily  produce  an  un- 
fKvuvable  cootraaL    The  Poet  Laureate  dao,  in  tha  charming 
la^e  of  "  Thalaba."  had  ahown  how  extanaive  might  be  the  re- 
mmtthe*  of  a  person  of  aoquirementa  and  lal«it,  by  dint  of  in- 
tatfigatioo  alone,  into  the  ancient  doetrinea,  hiatory,  and  man- 
■en  of  the  Elaalani  oountriea,  in  which  we  are  probably  to  look 
kt  the  cradle  of  mankind  ;  Moore,  in  hia  "  Lalla  Rookli,"  had 
Mcetafully  trod  the  aama  path  ;  in  which,  too,  Byron,  joining 
ocoUr  expencnoe  to  exteoaive  reading,  had  writm  aome  of  hia 
mms.  attractive  poema.    In  a  word,  the  Enrttfa  themes  had 
bMa  already  ao  aacoeaaftilly  handled  by  tbOM  who  were  ac- 
Kiiovtedired  to  be  mastara  of  their  craft,  that  I  waa  diffident  of 
■akiDg  the  attempt. 

Tbeae  were  powecAil  objectiooa,  nor  did  they  lose  force  when 
iher  became  the  aubject  of  anxioua  raflaction,  although  they 
*A  aot  finally  prevail.  The  argumenta  on  tha  other  aide  were, 
tfeu  ttMogh  I  had  no  hope  of  rivalling  the  oootemporariaa 
"Item  I  have  mentioned,  yet  it  occurred  to  me  aa  poaaible  to 
a«quit  EDfaelf  of  the  tadc  I  wo  angaged  in,  without  entering 
late  competition  with  them. 

Tbc  period  rolating  more  immediately  to  the  Craaadea  whi  A 
>  u  lut  fixed  upon,  waa  that  at  which  tha  warlike  chaiaetar  of 
Kicfaaid  L,  wild  and  generooa,  a  pattern  of  chivalry,  with  all  ita 
crnvagant  virtaea,  and  ita  no  leaa  absurd  errors,  waa  oppoaed 
10  thatorsaladio,  in  which  the  Chriatiaa  and  Engliah  monardi 
*o««d  all  the  crnalty  and  vialenee  of  an  Eaatem  aultan ;  and 
ihladia,  oa  the  other  hand,  diaplayed  tha  deep  policy  and  pra- 
ises of  a  European  eovaraign,  whilat  each  contended  which 
dMld  excel  the  oth«r  in  the  knightly  qualitiaa  of  bravery  and 
ItaiTUMif.  Thw  aingnlar  oontraat  aflbrded,  aa  the  author  con- 
ciitcd,  aiateriala  for  a  work  of  fiction,  pooaeaaing  peculiar  inte- 
"*t^  Oae  of  the  ioftrior  charaetera  introduced,  waa  a  auppooed 
"*>iMQ  of  Richard  Ccaor  da  Lion ;  a  violation  of  the  trutli  of 
^'■"wr,  which  cava  offanea  to  Mr.  Milla,  the  Author  of  the 
^*t*^  of  Chivalry  and  tha  Craaadea,  who  waa  not,  it  may  be 
"■nant,  awata  that  rooaantie  fletion  naturally  includes  the 
^"^vrofnch  invtntioo,  which  ia  Indeed  one  of  tha  requiaitas 


Prinoo  DavM  of  Soottand,  who  waa  actually  io  the  boat,  and 
waa  the  hero  of  aome  very  romantie  adventuraa  on  hia  way 
hoae,  waa  alao  proaaed  into  my  aerviee,  and  oonatihiteo  una  of 
nf  ifraaiaMi  jifWNMK 

It  io  true  I  liad  dready  broo^  upon  the  flald  Him  of  the 
Ikm  heart  Bat  it  waa  in  a  nM>a  private  capacity  than  he  was 
hara  to  baaihibitod  in  the  TaliamaB  { ttua  u  a  diaguiaed  knight, 
aawinthaavowBdeharaeterofaeondneringnMnmrch;  so  that 
I  doubted  not  a  name  ao  dear  to  Engliahraen  aa  that  of  King 
JUchard  L,  might  eontribnte  to  their  amnaaoMnt  for  mora  than 
once. 

I  had  aeeeaa  to  all  which  antiquity  believed,  whether  of  re- 
ality or  fkble,  on  the  aubject  of  that  magnificent  warrior,  who 
waa  tha  proudeat  boaat  of  Europe  and  their  chivalry,  and  with 
whoee  dreadAU  name  the  Saracens,  according  to  a  hiatorian  of 
their  own  country,  were  wont  to  rebuke  their  atartlad  horaae. 
"  Do  yoa  think,"  aaid  they,  "  that  King  Richard  ia  on  the  track, 
that  you  atray  ao  wildly  flrom  it?"  The  moat  curiooa  rsgiatar 
of  the  hiatory  of  King  Richard,  ia  an  ancient  romance,  tranalated 
originally  flrom  the  Norman ;  and  at  flrat  certainly  having  a  pre- 
linea  to  be  termed  a  work  of  chivalry,  but  latterly  becoming 
atuflbd  with  the  moat  aatooiabing  and  monatrooa  fkblea.  There 
ia  perhapa  no  metrical  romance  upon  record,  wliere,  along  with 
curioua  and  genuine  hiatory,  are  mingled  more  abaurd  and  ex- 
aggerated incidenta.  We  have  placed  in  the  Appendix  to  thia 
Introduction,  the  paaaage  of  the  romance  in  which  Richard 
figurea  aa  an  Ogre,  or  literal  cannibal— (Appendix,  p.  5.) 

A  principal  incident  in  the  atory,  ia  that  flrom  which  the  title 
ia  derived.  Of  all  people  who  ever  lived,  the  Peruana  were  per- 
haps moat  remarkable  for  their  unahaken  credulity  in  amuleta, 
apella,  periapta,  and  aimilar  charma,  framed,  it  waa  aaid,  under 
the  influence  of  particular  planeta,  and  beatuwing  high  noedical 
powera,  aa  well  aa  the  meana  of  advancing  men'a  fortunea  in  va> 
rioua  manners.  A  atory  of  thia  kind,  relating  to  a  Cruaader  of 
eminence,  ia  often  told  in  the  west  of  Scotland,  and  the  relic 
alluded  to  ia  atill  in  exiatence,  and  even  yet  held  in  veneration. 
Sir  Simon  Lockhart  of  Lee  and  Cortland  made  a  conaiderable 
figure  in  the  reigna  of  Robert  the  Bruce  and  of  hia  aon  David. 
He  waa  one  of  the  chief  of  that  band  of  Seottiah  chivalry,  who 
accompanied  Jamea,  the  Good  Lord  Douglaa,  on  hia  expedition 
to  the  Holy  Land,  with  the  heart  of  King  Robert  Bruce.  Doug- 
laa, impatient  to  get  at  the  Shraoena,  entered  into  war  with 
thoae  of  Spain,  and  waa  killed  there.  Lockhart  proceeded  to 
the  Holy  Land  vrith  aueh  Seottiah  knighta  aa  had  eacaped  tha 
Ihte  of  their  leader,  and  aaaiated  for  aome  time  in  the  wars 
againat  the  Saracena. 

The  following  adventure  ia  aaid  by  tradition  to  have  befUlen 
him;— 

He  made  prisoner  in  battle  an  Emir  of  conaiderable  wealth 
and  conaequence.  The  aged  motherof  the  captive  came  to  the 
Chriatian  camp,  to  redeem  her  aon  fVom  hia  atate  of  captivity. 
Lockhart  ia  aaid  to  have  fixed  the  price  at  which  hia  priaoner 
ahould  ranaom  himaelf;  and  the  ladjr,  pulling  out  a  large  em- 
broidered porw,  proceeded  to  tell  down  the  ranaom,  like  a  mo- 
ther who  paya  little  reapect  to  gold  in  compariaon  of  her  aon'a 
liberty.  In  thia  operation,  a  pebble  inaerted  in  a  coin,  aome  aay 
of  the  Lower  Empire,  fell  out  of  the  pnrae,  and  the  Saracen  ma- 
tron testified  ao  much  haate  to  recover  it  aa  gave  the  Seottiah 
knight  a  high  idea  of  ita  value,  when  compared  with  gold  or 
ailvar.  "  I  vnll  not  consent,"  he  aaid,  "  to  grant  your  aon'a  li- 
berty, unleaa  that  annilet  be  added  to  hia  ranaom."  The  lady 
not  only  conaented  to  thia,  but  explained  to  Sir  Simon  Lockhart 
the  mode  in  which  the  Talisman  waa  to  be  uaed,  and  the  uaea 
to  which  it  might  be  put  The  water  in  which  it  waa  dipt  ope- 
rated aa  a  atyptic,  aa  a  febrifuge,  and  poaaeaaed  aeveral  other 
proper tiea  aa  a  medical  taliaman. 

Sir  Simon  Lockhart,  after  mucit  experience  of  the  wonders 
which  it  wrought,  brought  it  to  his  own  country,  and  left  it  to 
hia  haliB,  by  whom,  and  by  Clydeadale  in  general,  it  waa,  and 
ia  atill,  diatinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Lee-penny,  fh>m  tha 
name  of  hia  native  aeat  of  Lee. 

The  moot  lenaarkable  part  of  ita  hiatory,  perhapa.  waa,  thai 
it  ao  eapadaOy  eacaped  condemnation  when  tha  Church  of 
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Beotland  ehow  to  impetch  maay  other  caret  which  eaToured 
of  the  miraealoiu,  aa  oeeaiioaed  by  eorcenr.  end  eenmed  the 
appeal  to  them,  "  exceptiog  only  that  to  the  amulet,  called  the 
Lee-penny,  to  which  it  had  pleaeed  God  to  annex  certain  heal- 
inf  virtuea  which  the  Church  did  not  praittme  to  condemn. "  it 
■till,  ai  has  been  nid,  exiatf,  and  ita  powen  are  aometimee  re- 
■orted  ta  Of  late,  they  have  been  chiefly  reetricted  to  the  cure 
of  persona  bitten  by  mad  dogi ;  and  aa  the  illneei  in  such  cuee 
ftequently  ariaee  from  imatination,  there  can  be  no  rsaaon  for 
doubtinf  that  water  which  has  been  poured  on  the  Lee-penny 
ftnniahei  a  oonfenial  cure. 

Such  if  the  tradition  oonoeming  the  TfcUiman,  which  the 
author  has  taken  the  liberty  to  Twy  in  applyinf  it  to  hia  own 
purpoaee. 

Coniidmable  liberties  haTe  also  been  taken  with  the  truth  of 
history,  both  with  reqieet  to  Coorade  of  Mont8anrat*s  lifb,  as 
well  as  his  death.  That  Conrtde,  however,  was  rsckoned  the 
eoemy  of  Richard,  is  affraed  both  in  histoijr  and  romaaoe.  The 
general  opinion  of  the  terms  upon  which  they  atood,  may  be 
ffueased  from  the  proposal  of  the  Saracens,  that  the  Marquis  of 
Montsemt  should  be  invested  with  osnain  part*  of  S^pria, 


which  they  were  to  yield  to  the  Christians.  Richard,  aeeoid* 
inf  to  the  romance  uriiich  bears  his  name,  "  could  no  longer  re- 
press his  Airy.  The  Marquis,  he  said,  was  a  traitor,  who  bad 
robbed  the  Knights  Hospitallen  of  sixty  thousand  pounds,  the 
present  of  his  fkther,  Henry ;  that  he  was  a  renegade,  whose 
treachery  had  oocaaioned  the  loes  of  Acre ;  and  he  concludml 
by  a  solemn  onth,  that  he  would  cause  him  to  be  drawn  to 
pieces  by  wild  horses,  if  he  Aonld  ever  venture  to  pollute  the 
Cauristtan  camp  by  his  preeeaai.  Philip  attempted  to  ioteroede 
in  fkvonr  of  tlM  Bfarquis,  and  throwing  down  his  glove,  offered 
to  become  a  pledge  for  his  fidelity  to  the  Christians ;  but  his 
oibr  was  rtijected.  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  way  to  Richard's 
impetuosity."— HMery  tf  OMes/ry. 

Conrade  of  Montaenat  makes  a  oonsidenble  figure  in  those 
wars,  and  was  at  length  pit  to  death  by  one  of  the  followers 
of  the  Seheik.  or  Old  Man  of  the  Mountain :  nor  did  Richard 
remain  free  of  the  suspicion  of  having  instigated  his  death. 

It  may  be  said,  in  gsneral,  that  moet  of  the  incidenta  intra* 
dnoed  in  the  fbUowing  tale  are  fictitious ;  and  that  reality, 
where  it  esists,  is  only  retvoed  in  the  characten  of  the  piece. 

iJiiMiPins. 
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LI  niTlac  ia  tb*  Heir  Land,  Rietaud  wi 


Tui  Elai  Wietui  ml(bliubli(iu 
Ad  (Uluikl  'Hk  Bkkud  bUic. 


mud  ha  ^akc  prl-rltd 


TWh^  (nU  gfOid  II  AaU  b>  rnr  kW.' 

Hia  ctvliBUU  Ua  ■HHiad  w_. 

"  WbH  Klaf  Kicbud  bid  nnd  •  .^rW, 
H.SS^im?tUt!lS^ 
■  TO.'liLl  rf  £'  U  Kita^ 
nwliif.ul'  |ih  Eooli  ha^nlaj 


■WJillSS?!:^:..™. 


liibh  Onn*  Elfu,  tht  «iU«Ur  ind  Uw  •dilsi  oT  Uhm  B«- 

iM  ChriHiiB  wJUi  (nU  cmitf.   Dailr  mtttt  of  tbalr 
^«or  uLir  mSS!!  «iiiuclHd  H  tnbMT  U^l^  Rktwii 


iplInL  IHguBbHwIsnmn  pvwHlbtwMnwH- 
froid  tbeit  mb,  UieJr  nnk,  and  Uuir  iloqiKtica,  Ther  «- 
withiHI  uniniiif  thfl  jnitH^Af  Ih*  gmiaiHnt  !■  tail  inVTB 
imlwal  oMMi  aniBrnii.  salr  Blielud  i  pgrM  u  lUt 
■tnrlu',  lifim  U  hi!  (Ml  Uw  umnt  wiib  whfeh  thn  sva 
inUmttil,  ud  plMl(iiif  ihiDitln*  iM  IMr  nwWfg  Hr  tlw 


ianUliin  wna  fnurgllf  (cnpwd.    Ridu 


af  pudUmf, « 


Ini  Dm  Dana  and  hmll;  sTtba ' 
>  IH  b<»  Iba  tOtn  Wll  Ilka. 


ateub  Dh  piaia  0(  (Beta- 


><•  lait,  alUndad  br  IbajuinciDal  aBcui  bT  Ua 


alonrulilabalDwUK.    Oa  iki  tMh  hi  ilami 
ir latt a[  Ibi nl  dMnaiarbiil  H^hir bnnd, wtH, 


^^W^. 


plpn,  nmpab,  and  faboon:  and  tabald,  wlUi  War  uidb- 
inai.  Uw  naalml  twqHi  lairadMWl  br  iba  aiainnl  and  Ua 
ofinn.  Tat  (ball  ani&BBB  or  dtiaiat  and  abbotfaiwa,  aad 
Thf  ir  m  wm  Hud  an  Iba  Kbir  •bs.  vtOioal  tba^ifblaM 
coSIfb*  in™  It  ^,  "»\di(ni  Kill.  MTvsd  Uiam,       " 

haada  badn  tbem ;  Ihei  tnead  la  tba  iwolleo  aad  diiURai 


^ ■.aaiiclpaikwibaiiDwa  dMIa  tbalaf  IM 

aniulimiwi,  wbRa  ibau  ftrodaga  aMailalBH,  wilb  Ibn  ia  Ua 
<lr«^  bat  with  eeaniar«i  Ma  MMMMDlMdHnibr  fluiiH 

'""   '       '  '-^"Sn^lilili^  >?natoea,  araan,  aad  olbar 
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TALES  OF   THE  CRUSADERS. 


TALE  11. 

THE  TALISMAN. 


CHAPTER   L 


MaodiBchar 


lol-ctoH,  -wlio  had  lefl  his  dnlanl  nonhnii  home, 
ad  joiiwd  ihe  hosi  of  the  CrumuiarB  in  Pilesune, 
ma  pacins  nlowty  aloDft  Ihe  sandy  deaeru  which  lie 
u  dit  Ticinitv  of  the  Dead  8«,  or,  u  il  is  called,  the 
Li\«  AsphaltiteB.  where  iha  wares  of  ihe  JoitUn  .....„„  „^.,.  , 
nniir  itwnBelves  into  an  inknd  aei,  Erom  which  (here  I  <.'  runng  the 
jharee  of  walere. 

failike  pilf!Tim  had  toiled  among  clHTs  md 
pTRiRicca  during  the  earlier  part  of  Ihe  morning  i 
iiHfe  btelv,  isauing  from  [hone  rocky  and  danjceroua 
drliJca.  he^ad  entered  upon  Alt  Rreal  i^o,  where 
Ihe  Kcuned  diies  provoked,  in  andenl  days,  the 
dinct  and  dreadful  Tennance  of  the  Omnipotent 

The  toil,  the  Ihirst,  Ihe  dangen  of  lha  way,  were 
fctpKlen.  ■■  the  traTeller  recalled  the  fearful  cilU' 
Dciibe.  which  had  converted  inu  an  arid  and  dia- 
nal  wildemeaa  lh«  ftir  and  feniie  valley  of  Stddim, 


rnMsing  himaeli;  aa  he  viewed  Ihe  dark  man  of 
nUint!  walcra.  in  colour  as  in  qualiiy  unlike  Ihoae  oT 
nrry  other  lake,  the  traveller  shuddocd  aa  he  Temcm- 
btred,  Ihat  beneath  these  sluntsh  waves  lay  the  onm 
ptwid  cilie*  of  the  plain,  wnoae  grave  was  dug  by 
ik.  fhimrlnror  the  heavens,  or  the  eraption  of  sut- 
_  6t«,  and  wfaoae  remains  were  hid,  even  by 
which  holds  no  living  fish  in  its  boBDOi,  heara 
n  on  ila  surface,  and,  aa  if  its  own  dreadnil  bed 
ibe  only  Gl  reccnude  for  ha  anllen  watars, 
.  —  Dol,  like  other  lakes,  a  Iribate  to  Ihe  ocean. 
The  whole  land  around,  aa  in  the  dajra  of  Moiei,  was 


lin.    The  drea*  of 

__ of  hia  horae  were 

peculiarly  unfil  f'jr  the  traveller  in  auch  a  country.  A 
COOL  of  liuKod  mnil.  with  long  tleevea,  pUlol  gauikt- 
'      iteel  breastplnc^  hid  m' '  '  " 

larred  helmel  of  aieel,  t 


lake  might  hi . — 

ingmemblanoe  ..  .^ , — ,_ 

waaentirely  devoid  of  iia ordinary  winged  inhabitant 
deurrtd  probablr  by  the  odour  of  bttutnen  and  su 
pfaur.  which  the  burning  sua  exhaled  from  the  wale 
of  Ihe  lake,  in  slnBming  clouds,  frequendy  aasumii 
Ihe  anMuanea  of  waler^MDts.  Haaaeaaf  ihsslimv 
and  iulphanoua  aBbalanee  called  uapbllui,  whicb 
lloalad  idly  cm  the  alandl  and  anllen  wavaa,  sni:- 
pM  iboM  Toling^ckmda  with  new  vapeura,  and  aT- 
Med  awAd  uaomony  to  the  tnilh  of  the  Montr 


..PT  which  he  had  a  baod  aad 

ot  tniu.  which  was  drawn  aiouad  Ihe  wu- 
ihauldera  uid  ibrosl,  andlilleii  up  Ihe  yacanqr 
;n  ihe  haubeik  and  the  headpiece.  Bis  lower 
were  sheathed,  like  hi9  body,  in  Beiible  mail, 
riinngtht' -.  .1---I--  -!-•-  .<--' J  ■- 

lung,  bro^.Blrnighl-ahiLpcd.douhle^dgBirfBJchiqn, 
irli  a  handle  formed  like  a  croaa,  correepouded  wilh 
EU)ui  poniard  no  the  other  side.  The  Kniglii  also 
jre,  secured  lo  his  saddle,  wilh  one  end  rsaiing  on 
i  Blirrup,  the  long  steet-hcBdcd  lance,  hit  own  pni- 
T  weapon,  which,  as  he  rode,  projected  backworda, 
_.id  displayed  its  lillle  ponnaucelle.  lo  dally  with  the' 
famlhreeze^ordrop  in  the  dead  calm.  To  this  cum' 
'-TOUS  cquipineni  mual  be  added  a  surcoat  of  embnn- 
>red  clotn,  much  frayed  and  worn,  which  was  thui 
.jr  iiseRjl,  thai  it  excluded  Ihe  burning  rays  of  the  aun 
from  the  armour,  which  ihcy  would  olhcrwise  have 
Midered  inlolcrablc  la  ihe  wearer.  The  surcoat 
„orr,  in  several  ploeea,  Ibe  arina  of  the  owner,  al- 
[bough  much  defaced.  TheseseemedTabeacoucbaDl 
leopflrd,  wiih  Ihc  motto,  "I  alem— wake  me  not." 
Ad  oulhneof  iho  same  device  might  be  traced  ou  bit 
!ld,  tlmueh  many  n  blow  had  almost  eflaced  the 
ing.     The  flat  lup  of  his  cumhroiu  cylindrical 

-' -■ '  — -'■ -----^    lu  reiaining 

',  ibcQorlhom 


wilhai 


unwieldly  dcTenaive  armL  _. 

Cruiadera  seemed  lo  sei  al  defiance  Iht 

climDUi  and  country  u>  which  ihey  had  come  lo  war. 
The  accouircmenls  of  the  home  wete  scarcely  leM 
massive  and  unwieldly  than  those  of  iho  rider.  The 
animal  had  a  heavy  saddle  pla  tod  wilhsleel.uiuliagai 
from  with  a  ^qKciesof  breasiplalo.  and  behuid  Willi 
defensive  amiour  made  to  cover  the  loins.  Then 
there  was  a  euicl  aie.  or  haniniar,  called  a  mace^f- 
arms,  and  which  hung  to  the  saddlG-bow  ;  the  reini 
were  secured  by  chaiu-tvork,  and  the  front-slall  of 
iho  bridle  waa  a  aiecl  plate,  wiili  apottures  for  tba 
eyes  and  noslrile,  baviiifc  in  ihu  niirisL  a  short  ahup 
pike  prajecling  from  Ihe  forehead  of  the  horaelikstbs 
liom  of  the  fabidous  unicorn. 

But  habit  had  made  the  endurance  of  this  load  of 
panoply  a  second  nature,  balh  to  the  knight  and  bii 
gallant  ohaiger.    Numbcra,  indeed,  of  the  wealam 

,.  warriors  who  hurried  lo  Paleatinc,  died  ere  the?  be- 

Upoa  this  •cane  of  desolation  ihe  nm  shone  with   came  inured  lo  ihe  buminii  elinialo  i  but  there  wag 
unoai  iniolenble  ■ptendour,  and  ail  living  naluic    oihers  lo  whom  that  climalc  became  innocent  ain 
•■niiad  to  have  bidiuniiaelf  from  the  nys,  excepline   even  friendly,   and  nmung  this  fbrluni 
Uu  aolitaij  fiffine  which  moved  ihroDgh  Iho  flildne    waa  the  sulitary  hor»EniD 
atal  at  a  tboc  •  [laoe,  and  at^wared  the  sole  brealhinis  I  border  of  the  Dead  (ica. 


[1  who  now  iraveraod  iha 


B  TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADERS. 

Nature,  which  cisl  his  ttmbs  in  a  moulii  of  iineoin-  but  Rrnsp 

mon  ■Irengih,  Gtled  to  wsir  hie  linked  Kaubcrk  with  branclishe „ .-     .  . 

u  [Duch  ase.  ■■  if  the  meihee  had  been  Ibrmed  of  cavalier  apriroachoi  hia  enemy  at  rull  career,  M 
cobwebs,  had  eodawed  him  with  a  conitiiuiion  aa  apcmed  laeipect  thai  Iheknighlof  iheLeapanlehauId 
,.. ..:_.!. -■  -hichbadedcfianceloolmoal  put  bii  horse  to  the  Rt" .— i.™      n....k. 

„ iie,aa  wellas  tofatigueand  priva-  '■'      -        ■ 

every  kind.    HisdiBooiiition  aeeiued,  in  aom* 

degroe,  to  partake  of  the  quaUtiea  of  his  bodily  frame  hoi 

and  aa  the  one  poBaesacJ  great  slrenslli  and  *n-  tra 

durance,  utii ted  wiihthe  power  of  vioteni  ej^ertion,  the  ndi 

ether,  under  a  calm  and  undiaiurbed  aembiance,  had  iha 
'     '  '     "            '  onihusiastic  loveofgloi 


_ , _      , .led  of  rapid  motion.    Equally  aenaibUjutid  wiwehenp™ 

n  line,  and  hail  rendered  them  sovereigna  in  of  auch  ■  probajile  r^ult,  the  Saracen  cavalier,  when 

every  comer  of  Europe  where  they  had  drawn  their  he  hod  approached  towards  tlie  Christian  willutt 

adventurous  swords.  twice  (he  length  of  Ilia  lance,  wheeled  Ida  steed  to  the 

It  was  nut,  however,  lo  all  the  race  that  ionune  lefi  with  inimitable  deilerily,  and  rode  twice  around 

Kroposed  such  leinptina  rewords;  and  those  obtained  his  antagonist,   who,   luming  without  guitiing  hia 

the  aolilary  knight  duniig  two  yeara'  campaign  in  ground,  and  presenting  his  front  consUintly  to  hia 

Jeatinc,  had  been  only  temporal  fame,  and,  as  he  enemy,  fnistroied  hia  atlempla  lo  alidck  him  on  Hi 

was  taught  to  believe,   ^irilual  privileges.     Mean  unguarded  point ;  so  that  the  Ijaraccn.  wheeling  taw 

time,  his  slender  slock  of  money  had  melted  away,  horse,  was  fain  lo  retreat  lo  the  distance  of  a  hundnd 

the  lather  that  he  did  not  pursue  any  of  tlie  ordinary  yarda.    A  oecond  lime,  like  a  havp'kaliackitiga  heron. 


people  of  Paieslinei  he  eiaeted  no  A  third  lime  he  approached  in  thesame  manner,  wEen 

from  ihe  wretched  nalivaa  for  >[)ariiig  iheir  poa-  the  Christian  kniEhi.  desiroua  lo  Icrminale  this  illu- 

ona  when  engaged  in  warfare  with  the  Saracena,  sory  warfare,  in  which  he  might  at  length  have  been 

he  hod  not  aratled  himself  of  any  opponunily  of  worn  out  by  the  actifily  of  hia  focman,  auddenly 


„ „.j    native  coimtry,   had    been   RradoalTy  di-    itn' h>  iirl  hI'iTk.  F.iiiii,  ii>r  r-Lj<  h  and  not  lesahiaenemy 

miniahed.  as  the  means  of  maintaining  them  disap-    jipjioorud.    The  Sni-nnn  w.t^  juat  aware  of  the  for- 
peared,  and  hia  only  remaining  squire  was  at  preaenl    nuduhl^  misaitu  in  Hint  id  inierpuaa  hia  light  buckler 


on  a  sick-bed,  anl  unable  lo  attend  hia  maater,  who  bclwiii  the  niacc  eid'I  lu^  liaad;  but  the  violeaceof 
tmvelitt!,  aawc  havesoen,  ainglyand  alone.  This  was  the  blow  forced  ihe  liurkkr  down  on  his  '  '^  ~  "' 
of  little  consequence  to  (he  Crusader,  who  was  ac-    though  that  ddencc  nl:~u  canttihuted  ti 


enstomed  to  consider  his  good  aword  as  his  sales!  violence,  the  Sarii<.'eii  » ii!<  bfiilcn  from  hia  horse.    Em 

"    ■      ■  ihe  ChriBiian  could  tivr.ll  liiinself  of  Ihiamiahap,  his 

I  Jiimbie  foeman  a[prunn  trjiii  the  ground,  and,  caUinfi 

ponlion  of  the  Knight  of  ihe  Sleeping  Leopard  ;  and  Jeaped  into  his  scar  wiilii>iit  (ouching  the  aiirrup,  and 

mtn^T.  uih<.n  >I,B  Ti.-,)  «»■  !=.■  =1  Bomc  dialane«  On  regained  all  thi'  oilwmKiqi  of  which  the  Knight  of 

rhi  of  two  or  three  the  Leopard  hoped  l.i.i.  rtivi' him.     But  the  latter  had 

iG  well  which  was  in  thi- mcim  while  k'Com  ml  his  mace,  and  the  Eaat- 

,  His  good  horse,  eni  cavalier,  who  remembered  the  alrenglh  and  dei- 

, „.  ,  „, 1  to  keen  cautiously  out  ofreach  of  tlioi  weapon,  of 

^ , cned  hia  pace,  aaifhe  anufled  which  he  had  BO  lately  fell  iheforce,  while  he  showed 

■far  off  the  living  waters,  which  marked  tho  place  of  his  purpose  of  waging  a  distant  warfare  with  miaaila 

rq>ase  and  refreshment    But  labouranddangerwere  weapnsof  hisown.    Planting  his  long  spear  in  the 

doomed  lo  inlerrenaerethe  home  or  horsemen  rcaehcd  sandnt  odiaiancc  from  the  ace  ne  of  combat,  he  aitung, 

the  desired  apoi,  with  great  address,  a  short  bow.  which  he  carried  at 

As  the  Knight  of  the  Couchanl  Lonpard  continued  his  back,  and  puiung  his  horse  tu  ihe  (pllop.  once 

to  III  him»v™  nKeniivelv  on  the  vpi  Hmuint  cluster  of  more  described  two  or  three  circles  of  a  wider  eiteni 

object  wae  ihan  formerly,  in  the  course  of  which  he  dischsnnd 

J  _■ .L.  f.L_:_.;._    ._.:.,.  _.._,. gj^]_ 


irstcd    ail  arrows  at  the  Christian  with  such  unemng  si 


moving  among  Iheni.  The  distant  form 
itself  from  the  treea,  which  partly  hid  in 
and  advanixd  towards  the  knight  with : 

aoon  ahowed  a  mounted  horseman,  who...  — ,  .^.^ ., , r-.-  — . 

long  spear,  and  green  caftan  floating  in  the  wind,  on  and  the  CtiristiaQ  dropped  heavily  from  his  horse, 

his  nearer  approach,  showed  to  be  a  Saracen  cavalier.  But  what  was  the  surprise  of  the  Sancen.   wheo, 

"In  tho  desert,"  saiih  an  Eaatem  proverb^"no  man  diamountitigtoexaraine  thecondilion  of  hia  prostrate 

meelB  a  friend,       'Die  Crusader  was  totally  indillercn I  enemy,  he  found  himself  auddenly  within  the  grasp  of 

whether  the  infidel,  who  now  approached  on  his  gal-  the  European,  who  had  had  recourae  to  thia  arliflce  lo 

lani  barb,  as  if  borne  on  the  wings  of  an  eagle,  came  bring  his  eneiny  within  his  reach  I  Even  in  this  deadly 

as  fnend  or  foe— perhaps,  aaa  vowed  champion  of  the  grapple,  the  Saracen  was  saved  by  his  agility  and 

Cross,  he  might  rather  have  prefeiTHi  the  latter.    He  presence  of  mind.    Ha  unloosed  Iha  iword-bclt,  in 

discngsged  his  lance  from  hia  aaddle,  seized  it  with  which  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard  had  fixed  hia  hold, 

the  right  hand,  placed  it  in  rcat  with  its  point  half  and.  thus  cludmR  bis  fetal  graap,  mounted  hia  bom, 

elevated,  gathered  up  ihc  reins  in  the  left,  waked  his  which  seemed  to  watch  his  molions  with  the  inlelli- 

hone's  mettle  with  the  spur,  and  prepared  toencoun-  gence of  a  human  being,  and  agdin  rode  ofT    Bulin 

ter  Iheatran/rer,  with  the  calm  self-confidence  belong-  the  last  encounter  the  baracen  had  lost  his  sword  and 

ing  to  the  victor  in  many  contests.  his  quiver  of  arrows,  both  of  which  were  sitached  to 

The  Saracen  came  on  at  the  speedy  gallop  of  an  the  girdle,  which  he  wasobliged  to  abandon.    Hehsd 

Arab  horsemen,  managing  his  aleed   more  by  his  also  lost  hia  lurbsn  in  tbe  siruisle.    These  disad- 

limb^  and  the  infleciion  of^hia  body,  than  by  any  use  vantages  seemed  to  incline  the  Moslein  to  a  truce : 

of  Ihe  reins,  which  hung  loose  in  liis  left  hand;  so  He  approached  Ihe  Christian  wiih  his  tight  hand  ex- 

that  he  was  enabled  lo  wield  the  light  round  buckler  tended,  hut  no  longer  in  a  menacing  attitude, 
of  the  akin  of  the  rhinoceros,  ornamented  with  silver        "There  is  truce  belwijt  our  nalionsj"  he  said,  in 

loops,  which  he  wore  on  his  arm,  swineing  it  aa  if  he  the  lingua  franca  commonly  used  for  the  puipose  ol 

meant  lo  oppose  its  slender  circle  to  the TomiiJablc  communicalion  with  the  CruBadersi  "wherefore  abould 

ihruat  of  the  western  lance.    His  own  long  spear  there  bo  war  bslwixl  tUec  and  mc7— Let  iheru  be  peace 

was  not  couched  or  levcUtd  like  that  of  bis  antagoaist,  belwiii  us." 


The  talisman. 


^mlniKiTB  the  truc«  T 
'Tta^criot  a  foUower  of  the  prophet  wai  never 
M<MinnMd  the  Emir.  "Itii  ihou.bmeNB- 
B3i,)r«[ii«taotn  I  should  dEmDnd  aFcurity,  did  1  ni>i 
taeallnltmion  aeldom  dwelU  with  cuuraKC." 

1kCmu«[eIiihnt  thccanfidencearili<:MDB]«n 
Hlilnn Hhamcd of  hia  own  doiibM. 

'tiHx  ctOH  of  tny  ■wdk),"  ha  (aid.  loying  ''" 


(nd  Saracen,  who  ^id  *o  lately  done  then  heal  for 
each  othei'a  inulual  dealmclian,  rode  ai  a  alow  pace 
lownrde  ihe  fountain  ol  pnlm-ireea,  10  which  ihe 
Knight  o(  iho  Couchani  IJeopsnJ  had  been  lendJnB, 


I  of  repoae.    Thai 


Mw  the  weapon  as  he  apoke,  "twill  be  IruB  com-    Ihuugh  he  hod  bcenfortnl  into  tiiiieh  ilie  more  violent 


*BrilBbamtine(l.  Propt^  of  God,  and  by  Allah. 
MNihePruphel,"  replied  hialaia  foemnn.  "ihtre 
■  Kt  inachery  in  my  heart  towsrdiihse.  .<r\d  now 
nriwe  to  youder  fountain,  fbt  the  hour  of  rest  isai 
kndind  theatreamhad  hontly  louched  my  lipwhon 
ln>  called  la  battle  bv  thy  approach." 

Tie  Knigbi  of  the  Caiichant  Leopard  yielded  i> 

atlaUachiataTcM[>Bln 


CHAPTER  II. 

TnoBof  danRCT  have  alwaya,  and  in  a  peculiar  de- 
ne iheir  KBaona  of  Bood-will  and  of  Becuril|r;  and 
fill  waa  perticululy  so  in  the  ancwnt  feudal  bi(h,  in 
which,  as  the  nianners  of  liie  penod  had  nsntined  war 
B  be  the  chtcf  and  moal  wurthy  occupation  of  man- 
k  ciL  the  iniervala  of  peace,  or  raiher  of  Inico,  wera 

Stily  reliahed  by  ihoae  wnniora  10  whom  ihey  were 
im  granted,  and  endeared  hy  the  very  circum- 


■vmg  ar 


ihem 


Bfi<)rded  ao  much 

of  violent  paaeiona,  that  men. 

„.„  r<~— .,' opposed  to  each  other,  orpro- 

nked  bf  the  recolleclion  of  private  and  individual 
nonp.  cheerfully  eDJoyed  in  cmt  other's  socieiy  the 
bntf  inlervala  of  pacific  intcrcoum  which  a  warlike 
life  admitted. 

ThedrMinction  of  rellsiona,  nay,  the  fanatical  leal 
*luch  animated  the  (ollowers  of  the  Croaa  and  uf  ihe 
Cnaceni  aBBinX  och  other,  was  much  aoftencd  by  i 
*"" natural  to  generoua  combatanU,  and 


__, ,..it  of  chivalry.    Thia  laal 

ngng  inpulae  had  extended  itaelf  Eraduillyfroni  [h» 
CihaiianB  to  their  mortal  enenucB  Ihs  Saracona,  both 
I  tf  Spain  and  of  Palestine.  "Hw  latter  were  indeed  no 
loajpr  the  fanatical  aavaeea.  who  had  burat  from  Ihe 
tamcof  Arabipn  deaarta,  with  iheiabreio  one  hand, 
Bri  the  Koran  in  theolber,  to  inflict  death  or  the  faith 
rf  Hahommtd,  or  at  the  beat,  alavery  and  tribute, 

yiB  all  who  dated  to  opiraae  the  belief  of  ihr  pniphei 
Hacca.  Theae  altrmativei  indeed  had  been  olier«< 
to  the  anwarlike  Greeha  and  Synana;  but  incontond-- 
mg«iih  (he  weaiem  Chrialiana,  animated  by  a  zeal 
ufioraa  their  own,  and  poaKBKdof  aa  uncojinuer- 
tUc  eoniane,  addteaa  and  aucoeai  in  nrma,  the  Sfani; 
(Ol  cradually  caught  a  part  of  their  innniiera,  and 
i^Kullr  of  ihoae  chitalroua  obacrrancea,  which 
■oe  BO  well  calculated  to  charm  the  minds  of  a  proud 
lodemquennKpeaple.  They  had  iheii  lournomenia 
id  vmeaof  cEiivalryi  they  bad  even  iheu  kniRhla. 
Mnmerank  aaaloRoaa;  and,  above  all,  the  Saracena 
aJMned  their  plighied  faith  with  on  accuracy,  which 
lEtlil  aonutimea  pu  t  toahame  tboae  who  owned  a  bet- 
,  ur-l'ijpi-t  Ttiririiticeh  wbeduTnaiionolarbctwixt 
I  mfitidnla,  wenbiihftillyobaenedi  and  thuait  waa, 
iutwar,inil«etfperiiapathenealaaioretiU,]rei«ave 
KOnoQ  tot  diaplay  of  aooa  bith,  (meroaiiy,  cle- 
aetiey,  and  even  kindlF  aflenkina,  which  ,leaa  fre- 
vatly  occur  in  more  tranquil  panoda,  where  the 
fiiBon(iofu»e«,  eipaneiieiniiwreniiaorenlwtuning 
ntieU  which  cannot  ba  hroupht  to  tnataot  dcciaion, 
ut  apt  lu  smoulder  for  a  lenith  of  tiRN  in  the  boBoma 
tftbow  who  are  ■*  unhappy  aa  10  be  their  prey. 
Il  WM  under  iba  iDfluence  of  Iheac  mtUer  fiMui^ 
tilth  nfken  ihe  honora  of  waifara,  that  Ihe  ChnatiBn 


.rill"'!?'!^ 


c  charnrr  of  the 


ieIil     The „ _ 

ir  iiiiiuB  ui  the  taai,  wlipn  tlioae  of  thp  noble  Arab 
rere  completely  dried  by  llie  inlerval  of  tranquil  ex- 
rcise,  all  aaTinB  tlie  foam-Hahca  nhich  were  atill 
laibic  un  faia  biidk  and  houainKf.  Tlie  loose  soil  on 
'hich  he  Iradesa  much  augmented  thedialresaof  the 
^hrisiian'a  hone,  heavily  loaded  by  hia  own  armour 
-nd  the  weiphl  of  hi*  ndiT,  that  ihe  latter  jumped 
front  hia  saddle,  and  led  hie  charser  aloiis  the  deep 
of  Ihe  loamy  Hill,  whi  ' 

llinil  horse  Teirerhmcnt  aL  — 
diiional  tuilj  tbr,  iton-ahcathcd 

WIS.  ne  suna  over  the  maili-d  afauea    ~ 

hicii  he  placed  on  a  surfaci:  so  light  ai 

lirat  word  that  cither  had  a, 
waa  eriiicludcd.— "  your  alrons  horae  deserves  your 
081?  i  but  what  do  you  in  the  ikscrt  with  an  animal. 
which  sinks  over  ibe  fetlock  nt  tvciy  step,  as  if  he 
would  plant  each  fiwi  deep  as  the  root  ofa  datc-mc  1* 

"  Thou  ifienkeM  nalilly,  Saracen."  nid  llie  Chria- 
lian  kninhi.  not  ddiohtnl  st  the  tone  with  which  tbt 
infidel  critidaed  hisfavourite  steed,—"  rqthtly.scconl- 
inif  to  thyknowtcilcc  and  observation.  But  my  good 
horse  lialberenowlionienie,  in  mine  own  land,  over 
sa  wide  a  lake  as  tlnti  sccsl  yondcriqircad  out  behind 
UELvet  not  wet  one  hair  above  his  hiibf " 

The  Snraccn  looked  at  liim  with  as  much  surpriw 


re  rinht,"  »aiil  (ho  Siirarrcn',  ai 


"  Il  IS  JUS 

himaelf  10  h 
""■■  Thou  "si 


..  ,- _ 0  testify,  which 

•A  by  a  slishi  siipiODcb  10  a  diadr' 
ardty  curird  perciplibly  the  hroad 
iicli  enveloren  his  upper  ' 


rank. 
"  replied  iht 


.  doubt  the  word  of  a  diiiibed  knight  i 
and  were  it  not  that  Ihou  sptnkeat  in  ignorance,  and 
not  in  mslicp,  our  truce  had  its  ending  ere  it  ia  well 
begun.  Thinkcat  thou  1  tell  ihec  an  untrulh  when  I 
any,  thatl,  one  of  live  hundred  horsemen,  stmed  in 
eunipk'te  mail,  have  ridden,— ay.  and  ridden  formila^ 


brill  icl" 


ts  the  I 


waiildst  thou  tell  me?"  anawercd  Ihe  MoB> 
■.m  t  yonder  in  la  ltd  tea  thoudoat  poini  alia  peculiar 
1  thia,  iliai,  by  the  c!pei:ial  curse  of  Gud,  it  suflerstn 
Dthing  10  sink  in  iia  waves,  but  wafts  them  awayj 

lea,  nor  any  of  the  aeyen  oceana  which  environ  IM 


than  the  Red  Sea  rndurcd  to  au>> 
,lli  ariiT  yon r  knowledge,  Saracen," 


, „...„... ,     ,.,  .,™.  „,^  I  fabla 

verts  the  soiPinto  wmeihinK  slmoat  as  unstable  aa 
waieri  and  in  my  lend  cold  often  tonvetta  the  walw 
itaelf  into  a  aubaianre  aa  hard  as  rock.  Let  us  speak 
of  this  no  longer ;  for  the  thouKhis  of  (he  calm,  clear. 
blue  refiilgenee  of  s  wintEr'u  lake,  KlinimcrinB  to 


UicBlhe 


elhc 


a  tiery  fiirnaca  •am 


TALKS  OP  TME  CROSADERS. 

1   oilier  ill  person  and  features  aiul 
-D  inncnurats  revreicnta  lives  uf  — 
DHB.    The  Frank  seemed  a  powcrfii 


otfani,  by  lelltng  what  is  ini 
whw  never  chanceit.  Thou  l. 
of  Prance,  who  hold  it  for  f;1cc 


nwlve*,  and  with 
h.  and  rrporlinf 
e  of  I  he  knighl! 


it,  irf  cxploiLL  _,.    _.^ 

,_ _  ...TO  moai-  10  challenge,  fnr  tho  lime, 

privilefic  of  thy  mmh,  Hinec  boasting  is  more  nali 
to  ihiT  llisn  triiili," 

"  I  am  not  of  their  land,  neither  of  their  foihio 
said  Ih"  Knidit,  "  which  is,  as  ihou  well  *aye«t 

taking  nannoi  perfect.  But  in  this  1  have  imilo 
their  lolly,  brRve  Saracen,  lliat  in  inlkinR  lo  ihet 
what  thou  canst  not  coniprelicnd,  I  hove,  even 
apsBking  most  Biniplelnilh,  fully  incurred  ihochai 
ter  of  a  bransart  in  thy  eyes )  bo,  I  pray  you,  let 
words  pnss." 

They  had  nniv  nrrived  at  llie  knot  of  palni-tn.... 
and  the  (buniainwhich  welled  out  l>uiii  beneath  their 
•bade  in  sparkling  profusioi). 

Ws  have  spoken  of  a  moment  of  Inice  in  the  midst 
of  war:  and  this,  a  spot  of  beauty  in  the  midal  of  a 
alerilo  desert,  was  scarce  Inadesr  to  the  imwination. 
It  was  a  teene  wbich,  perbapa,  would  elsewhere  have 
deserved  little  notice:  but  as  the  ainsle  apeck,  in  a 
(■oundlesa  horiiun.  which  promised  the  refreshment 
of  ahaile  and  livinR  water,  them  bleasingB,  held  cheap 
where  they  are  common,  rendered  the  fountain  and 
ita  neighbourhood  a  little  paradise.  Some  aenprous 
or  charitable  hand,  ere  ycl  the  evil  days  of  Palestine 
began,  had  walled  in  and  arched  over  ihe  fountain, 
to  preserve  it  from  being  absorbed  in  the  earth,  or 
ehoKcd  by  the  dining  clouds  of  dust  wiih  which  the 
leaai  breath  of  wind  covered  the  desert  The  arch 
was  now  broken  and  partly  ruinous:  but  it  eiill  so 
far  projrcird  over,  and  covcrnl  in  the  fountain,  ihni  ii 
eifiluded  ihp  sun  in  a  pteai  nieosiire  from  iia  waters, 
which,  hardly  touched  bv  a  Blraggline  beam,  while 
■II  around  was  blazing,  lay  in  a  steady  rtpoxe,  alike 
deligbtful  1u  the  eye  nnd  Ihe  imagination.  Stealing 
from  under  the  arch,  tlicy  were  firet  received  in  a 
marble  baain,  much  nefnccfl  indeed,  but  still  checrinE 
Ihe  rye,  by  aliowini;  thai  the  place  uns  anciently 
considered  as  a  station,  that  the  hand  of  man  had 
been  there,  and  ibal  nian's  aecommwlaiion  had  been 

traveller  wns  reminded  by  lliesc  signs,  ihot  otheis 
bad  suHeieil  siniilnr  dilRculues,  reposed  in  Ihe  same 
apol.  and,  doubtietw,  found  th«r  way  in  pafetv  to  a 
tnore  Icriilo  country.  Ajnin,  the  scarce  vivblc  ciir- 
nml  which  escaped  from  Ihe  basin,  scrvHl  lo  noutinh 
the  few  ircfB  which  aunounded  ihe  founiain,  and 
where  it  sunk  inio  the  fcround  and  disappeamli  its 
refreshing  presence  was  acknowledged  by  a  carpet  of 
velvet  vetdiire. 

In  [his  delighlfiil  spot  the  two  wnniors  halted,  nnd 
etch,  alter  his  own  fashion,  proeeednl  lo  relieve  his 
borse  from  saddle,  bii,  and  rein,  and  (lemiitled  the 


animals  lu  drmk  at  llieliBsin,  ere  lliev 
'  SB  from  the  fountain  head,  whieli 
.(.    Thsv  then  siilfercd  the  ateedi 


It,  as  well  as  their  don  lesiici 


water  and  fmh  grass. 

Cbiiaiian  and  Haracen  neil  sal 
the  turf,  and  produced  Each  ihc  i 
store  which  ihey  corried  for  theii 
Yet,  ere  Ihey  Bcierally  procitdf 
meal,  they  ejed  each  oilier  with  tl 
the  close  and  doubtful  conHici  ii 
been  »  taldy  cngliged 


nuitc  of  the  chsri 

lidahle;  and  each  wai 
c,  thai,  had  be  fallen  in 

,  ..  noble  hand. 

The  champions  formed  a 


down  'OEithcr  on 

to  theit  Bcantv 
ot  cunosily  which 
which  Ihey  had 


bdgc. 


re  ihe  sircngtli 

eempelled  lo  acknou 
the  conflict,  it  had  bee 

ilriking  conlmsl  toeoc 
.  whieh  «>i»iil«rin  vyii 
iD*4iB  ecsiiiili. 


ditleinni  na- 
rast  of  fbmi,  wilh  light  brown 


url  thick  and  profusely  over  hie  head.  Hiafea- 
9  had  acquired,  from  the  hot  climate,  a  hue  much 
(or  than  those  parts  of  his  neck  which  were  lest 

reqiienlly  exposed  ii 

lyfiis"'— '-   -"   ■ 


irtion,  but  Blled  wiili  w 
illy  while  teeth  :  hia  hei 
B*  with  much  grace. 


->^tcd  ol 
uulh  ralhcr  lar»:  in  pro- 
iinall.  aniTsd  upon  ths 


[ih  miaki.  in 
,WBB  hi  I  her  le 


iled  gloves,  were  long,  fair,  and  woll- 
llio  wrist-bones  peculiarly  large  and 
sirone;  ana  Ihc  arms  remarkably  well-shaped  and 
brawny,  A  military  hardihood,  and  cBrtlesB  frank- 
ness of  ejiprcSEion,  characteiiied  hie  language  sod 


boldly,  whenever  he  was  called  upon  ui  am 
The  Saracen  Emir  formed  aninrked  anrl  si 


ipproached  iheeiganlic.   Hisel-  .i  <  i  !  . 
purr  hands  and  arms,  though  vvcli  i,n 

J  _..;._j._  ,1,5  atj^cof  1,16 


nd  fatigue,  fnr  beyond  ibai 
>ho9c  elrengJli  i     '     ' 

^■ejght,  and  who 

The 


ilurally  b 


lom  he  deaeendetl,  and  was  ua  unlike  as  po»- 

..  ilie  exsBreraled  tetniB  in  which  llie  minstttla 

of  the  day  were  wont  lo  represent  the  infidel  Cham- 

ad  upon  signposla. 

n<ed,  anddeEcaUL 
Eaali'm  Bun,  and 

J  _  ...iwine  and  curled    black  beard, 

Bcemil  Itinimed  wilh  prcoliar  care.  The 
as  Btraiahl  and  regular,  Ihe  ei'ea  keen,  deep- 
irk,  and  ghiwinR,  and  his  leclh  equallni  m 
Ihc  ivory  of  his  deserts.  Theperaon  andpro- 
-  ■•'  ''•-■  ="scen,  in  shori,  sirttehed  on  tlw 
werful  anlagoniat,   might  htva 


the  Saracen', 
though  diwiply  embrowned  li 


a  Bheei 


aabre,  Willi  its  narrow  and  lixhl,  but  brighl  aiid  ke«a 
OemaBcus  blade,  coniraBled  with  ihe  long  and  pon- 
derous Gothic  war-sword  which  wns  flung  unbuckled 
■  The  Emir  was  in  the  very  flowir 
rhi  TwrhnnH  hflvp  ^v^rji  termed  eDU- 
jB  of  his  foia- 

t  might  ha*e 

graceful,  and  decorous :  indicating,  liowever,  in  aome 

parlicnlajs,  the  habiiua!  restraint  which  men  of  warm 
id  choleric  tempers  often  sel  oa  a  Kuard  upon  Ihetr 
itive  impetnosily  of  disposiiioo,  and  at  the'  same 
ne  a  sense  of  his  own  disnilv,  which  seemed  to 

mpoae  a  certain  fbrmatiiy  01  behaviour  in  him  tMM 

miertained  it. 
This  baugtaiir  feeling  of  suporioniy  was  petfaapo 
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egnllv  entertained  by  his  new  European  aoriimint- 
Mce,  but  the  eflect  was  different ;  ana  the  same  feel- 
ing, which  dictated  to  the  Christian  knight  a  bold, 
blunt  and  flomewhnt  careless  bearing,  as  one  too 
tonackva  of  his  own  importanoo  to  be  anxious  about 
the  opinions  of  othcra,  appeared  to  prescribe  to  the 
Saracen   a  style  of  courtesy  more  studiously  and 
CmnaJlv  observant  of  ceremony.     Both  were  cour- 
teous; nut  the  courtesv  of  the  Christian  seemed  to 
flow  rather  from  a  good-humourctl  sense  of  what  was 
doe  toothers;  that  of  the  Moslem,  from  a  liigh  fecl- 
ingpf  what  was  to  be  expected  from  himself. 

The  provisiun  which  each  had  made  for  his  refresh- 
ment was  simple,  but  the  meal  of  the  Saracen  was 
abstemious.  A  handful  of  dates,  and  a  morsel  of 
coarse  barley-brearl.  sufficed  to  relieve  the  hunp^r  of 
t&e  latter,  whose  education  had  habituated  him  to 
the  fiire  of  the  desert,  although,  since  their  Syrian 
oonquesta,  the  Arabian  simplicity  of  life  frequently 
gave  place  to  the  most  unbounded  profusion  of  lux- 
ar.  A  few  draughts  from  the  lovely  fountain  by 
which  they  reposed  completed  his  meal.  That  of  the 
Christian,  though  coarse,  was  more  genial.  Dried 
hog's-fleah,  the  abomination  of  the  Moslcmah,  was 
tbe  chief  part  of  his  repast;  and  his  drink,  derived 
fnxn  a  leathern  bottle,  contained  something  better 
than  pure  element.  He  fed  with  more  display  of 
appetite,  and  drank  with  more  appearance  of  satisuac- 
tiuo*  than  the  Saracen  jiulged  it  becoming  to  show 
in  tbe  performance  of  a  mere  bodily  function;  and, 
doobtless,  the  secret  contempt  which  each  entertained 
ibr  the  other,  as  the  fiillower  of  a  false  relision,  was 
oooBiderably  increased  by  the  marked  difference  of 
their  diet  and  maimers.  But  each  had  found  the 
weight  of  his  opponent's  arm,  and  the  mutual  respect 
which  the  bold  stru^le  had  created,  was  sufficient  to 
fubdoe  other  and  inferior  considerations.  Vet  the 
Saracen  could  not  Imlp  remarking  the  circumstances 
which  displeased  him  in  the  Chnstian's  conduct  and 
manners ;  and,  after  he  had  witnessed  for  some  time 
in  silence,  the  keen  appetite  which  protracted  the 
knight's  ban<iu«'t  long  af^r  his  own  was  concluded, 
be  mas  addre»*sed  him  :— 

^Valiant  Nazareno,  is  it  fitting  that  one  who  can 
£^t  like  a  man  should  feed  like  a  dog  or  a  woLf  ? 
Even  a  misbelieving  Jew  would  shudder  at  the  food 
which  you  seem  to  eat  with  as  much  relish  as  if  it 
were  fruit  from  the  trees  of  Paradise." 

'"  Valiant  Saracen,"  answered  the  Christian,  look- 
ing up  with  some  surprise  at  the  accusation  thus  un- 
expectedly brought,  know  thou  that  I  exeruise  my 
Chnttian  freedom,  m  using  that  which  is  forbidden  to 
Vie  Jews,  being,  as  they  esteem  themselves,  under  the 
bondage  of  the  old  law  of  Moses.  We,  Saracen,  be 
it  known  to  thee,  have  a  belter  warrant  for  what  we 
do— Ave  Maria!-— be  we  thankful."  And,  as  if  in 
defiance  of  his  companion's  scruples,  he  concluded  a 
ibort  Latin  grace  with  a  long  draught  from  the  lea- 
thivn  bottle. 

"That,  too,  you  call  a  part  of  vour  liberty,"  said  the 
Saracen;  "and  as  you  feed  like  the  brutes,  so  you 


witfaoui  hesitation,  *^that  thou  biasphemest  thefts 
of  God,  even  with  the  blasphemy  of  thy  father  Ish- 
BaH.  The  juice  of  the  grape  is  given  to  him  that 
will  use  It  wisely,  as  that  which  cheers  the  heart  of 
man  after  toil,  rcfrpshes  him  in  sickness,  and  com- 
forts him  in  sorrow.  He  who  so  enjoyeth  it  may 
thank  God  for  his  wine-cup  as  for  his  daily  bread ; 
tad  he  who  abuseth  the  gift  of  Heaven,  is  not  a 
IRater  fool  in  his  intoxication  than  thou  in  thine 
ibftinence." 

Toe  k^n  eye  of  the  Saracen  kindled  at  thissar- 
nam,  and  his  hand  sought  the  hilt  of  his  poniard. 
It  was  but  a  momentary  thought,  however,  and  died 
*vay  m  the  recollection  of  the  powerful  champion 
vith  whom  he  had  to  deal,  and  the  desperate  grap- 
fk--  the  impression  of  which  still  throbbed  in  his 
limbs  and  veins ;  and  he  contented  himself  with  pur- 
Kao^  the  contest  in  colloquy,  as  more  convenient  for 
tht  Ufiie. 

"niy  wordff.'*  be  said,  "O  Nazarcne,  might  croate 


anger,  did  not  thy  ignorance  raise  compassion.  Soest 
thou  not,  O  thou  more  blind  than  any  who  asks  alms 
at  the  dour  of  the  Moaiun,  that  the  liberty  thou  dost 
boast  of  is  ri'straincd  even  in  that  which  is  dearest  to 
man\s  Imppinoiis,  and  to  his  household;  and  that  thy 
low,  if  thou  dost  practise  it,  binds  tlicc  m  niarriaf?e  to 
one  single  mate,  be  she  sick  or  healthy,  be  she  frujiful 
or  barren,  brin;;  she  comfort  and  joy,  or  clnmour  and 
strife,  to  ihy  table  and  to  ihy  bed  T  This,  Nazarene,  I 
do  indeed  call  slnvcrv;  whorens,  to  the  faithful,  hath 
the  Prophet  assigned  uixin  earth  the  patriarchal  pri- 
vileges of  Abraham  our  father,  and  oi  Solomon,  the 
wisest  of  mankind,  having  given  us  here  a  succession 
of  beauty  at  our  pleasure,  and  beyond  ihe  grave  the 
black-t;yed  houris  of  Paradise." 

"Now^  by  His  name  that  I  most  reverence  in  Hea- 
ven," said  the  Christian,  "  and  by  hers  whom  I  moat 
worship  on  earth,  thou  art  but  a  bliiulcd  and  a  bewil- 
dered infidel!— That  diamond  signet,  which  thou 
wearfst  on  thy  finger,  thou  boldest  it,  doubtless,  as 
of  inestimable  value  7  . 

"  Ralsora  and  Bagdad  cannot  snow  the  like,"  re- 
plied the  Saracen;  but  what  avails  it  to  our  pur- 
pose?" 

"Much,"  replied  the  Frank,  "as  thou  shalt  thyself 
confess.  Take  my  wnr-axe,  and  dash  the  stone  into 
twenty  shivers;— would  each  fragment  be  as  valua- 
ble as  the  original  gem,  or  would  thev,  all  collected, 
bear  the  tenth  part  of  its  estimation'?'* 

"That  is  a  child's  qucHiion,"  answered  the  Sara- 
cen ;  "  the  fragments  of  such  a  stone  would  not  f^ual 
the  en  tire  jewel  in  the  degree  of  hundreds  to  one. 

"  Saracen,"  replied  the  Christian  warrior,  "  the  love 
which  a  true  knight  binds  on  one  only,  fair  and  faith- 
ful, is  the  gem  entire^  the  aflection  thou  flingest 
among  thy  enslaved  wives,  and  hnlf-weddcd  slaves, 
is  worthless,  comparatively,  as  the  sparkling  shivers 
of  the  broken  diamond." 

"Now,  by  the  Holy  Caaba,^"  said  the  Emir,  "thou 
art  a  madman,  who  hugs  his  chain  of  iron  as  if  it 
were  of  gold !  Look  more  closely.  This  ring  of  mine 
would  lose  half  its  beauty  were  not  the  signet  encir- 
cled and  enchased  with  these  lesser  brilliants^  which 
grace  it  and  set  it  off.  The  central  diamond  is  man, 
nmi  and  entire,  his  value  depending  on  himself  alone; 
and  this  circle  of  lesser  jewels  are  women,  borrowing 
his  lustre,  which  he  deals  out  to  them  as  best  suits 
his  pleasure  or  his  convenience.  Take  the  central 
stone  from  the  signet,  and  the  diamond  itself  remains 
as  valuable  as  ever,  while  the  leaser  uems  are  com- 
paratively of  little  value.  And  this  is  the  tnie  reading 
of  thy  parable;  for,  what  sayeth  the  poet  Mansour: 
'  It  is  the  favour  of  man  which  giveth  beauty  and 
comeliness  to  woman,  as  the  stream  glitters  no 
longer  when  the  sun  ceascth  to  shine.'  " 

"Saracen,"  replied  the  Crusader,  " thou  speakest 
like  one  who  never  saw  a  woman  worthy  the  affec- 
tion of  a  soldier.  Believe  me,  couldst  thou  look  upon 
those  of  Europe,  to  whom,  after  Heaven,  we  of  the 
order  of  knighthootl  vow  fealty  and  devotion,  thou 
wouldst  loathe  for  ever  the  poor  sensual  slaves  who 
form  thy  haram.  The  beauty  of  our  fair  ones  gives 
point  to  our  spears,  and  edge  to  our  swords ;  their 
words  are  our  law:  and  as  soon  will  a  lanm  shed 
lustre  when  unkindled,  as  a  knight  distinguish  him- 
self hy  feats  of  arms,  having  no  mistress  of  his  affec- 
tion.'*^ 

"  I  have  heard  of  this  frenzy  among  the  wamors 
of  the  west,"  said  the  Emir,  "and  have  ever  acc^junted 
it  one  of  the  accompanying  symptoms  of  that  insan- 
ity, whcli  brings  you  hither  to  obtain  possession  of 
an  empty  sepulchre.  But  yet,  methinks,  so  highly 
have  the  Franks  whom  I  have  met  with  extolled  the 
heauty  of  their  women,  I  could  be  well  contented  to 
behold  with  mine  own  eyes  those  charms  which  can 
transform  such  brave  warriora  into  the  tools  of  their 

pleasure."  _  .  .     ...,  . 

"Brave  Saracen,"  said  the  Knipht,  "if  I  were  not 
on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  it  should  bo 
my  pride  to  conduct  you,  on  assurance  of  safety,  to 
the  camp  of  Richard  of  England,  than  whom  none 
knows  better  how  to  do  honour  to  a  noble  foe ;  and 
though  I  be  poor  and  unattended,  yet  have  I  interest 
to  secure  for  thee,  or  any  such  as  thou  seemost,  not 
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jHi.    There  ahooldM  ]  pi 


diceed*  [en-ihousand  fuld   i 
diimondti  Buch  us  ihine." 

'■Now,  by  ihc  eorncr-Blone  of  ihe. Caaba  !" 


c  'pf^renft  ' 


m  as  f™ly  a. 

iKiier  for 
>anJB  Itie 


thy  life." 
.     '^  I  have! 


nswered  ihe  KniRfal,  pnxluc 
t  hia  head  10  the  <liui  as  t 


"  had  ■ 


tailed 


vrt  buwd  and 
liheKnighl: 


?''?'*.>: 


'e  Moeleii 


1  the  Sarncfn,  baiwbiily 
:plled  iheChriaUin,    bal 
in  Rocks,  or.  if  Ihoy  do,  ihey  jKiunce  nol  id  numbers 

"  Thou  dosL  us  bu(  justice,"  Mid  the  Strncen  evi- 
dcniiy  craiified  by  the  complimenl,  as  he  had  beer 
touched  by  Ihe  implied  acnrn  of  the  European  a  pro 
viouR  boasi  i  "from  ua  thuu  ahouldst  have  had  ni 
wrong  i  bui  well  was  ii  (bi  me  that  1  failed  lo  ala] 
thee^  wiih  ihe  safeguard  of  (he  king  of  kinRB  upoL 
(byiMraon,  Cerlam  ii  were,  that  ihe  cord  or  theaabre 
had  JMBily  aven}fed  auch  guilE." 

"J  amglod  10  hetirlhsi  its  influence  shall  he  i 

ing  to  me,"  aaid  the  Knight  i  "fer  I  have  hesR. 

the  road  la  infoaied  with  rohher-lribea,  who  inanl 
nothing  in  compsriaon  of  an  anponuniiy  of  plunder 

"The  truth  haa  b«ea  told  to  thee,  brave  Chnal 

of  the  Prophet,  ihai  ahouUst  thou  miscurry  ii. ^ 

bauni  of  such  tillains,  I  will  myaelf  undertake  ihy 

■min  bo  hflard  within  five  hundred  miles  of  Damascus, 
the  foundations  of  ihcir  village, 
— -  •■  -  ihing  dwell  there,  even 


I  will  BO 


wiih 


deg^  to 
le,  m^le  Emir,"   replied   the 


e  trouble  which 
yonnelC  were  in  revenge  of 

■nt  wrson  ihan  of  me,  nt ,.., 

EaiEhii  "hut  my  vow  is  recorded  in  Heav< 
good  or  fur  evil,  and  I  mual  bo  indebted  to  yi 
pointing  me  out  the  way  to  my  resting-plac 
this  evening. 

"Thiit,"  aaid  the  Saracen,  "muat  be  undt 
black  lovcnng  of  my  father's  tent," 

"This  nighi,"  answered  ihe  Chrislian,  "I 
DUB  in  prayer  and  penitence  wilh  a  holy  man, ' 
donck  of  En^iaddi,  who  dwells  amongst  ihese  ' 
and  spends  his  life  in  the  aervice  of  Ood." 

"1  will  at  leoBi  Bee  you  safe  thither,"  said  the 

"That  wontd  be  pleasant  convoy  forme,"  nid  the 
Chrislian.  "yei  mwht  endanger  jieliiiure  "  ~"  ' 
the  good  faiher;  fir  l""      "      '   '       '     ' 


laie  nut  the  land,  neitbar 

i,  ihey  SJe   the  gifia  of 

' — e  made  any  covs- 


If  V 


?f.T!^ 


luring  wilh  their  handa.  ai — 

[Tt,  hurtihem  nol,  neiiherdnuuj  uhu 

re  of  Ibe  synagogue  of  Satan  I  aioit* 
p.  slay,  cease  not  till  they  become  bt- 
tarieB?  As  the  Caliph,  companion  of 
alh  lold  ua.  M  have  wo  done,  and  (hoit 


vLrship^* 


3  th* 


though  the  liehl  of  the  Prophet  hath  not  reochad 
him,  from  me  he  will  only  have  love,  favour,  and 

"'The  anchorite,  whom  I  would  now  visit,"  nid 
e  warlike  pilRrim,  "  is,  1  have  heard,  no  pneal ;  but 
ere  he  of  thai  anointed  imd  sacred  onter  I  would 
ovo  with  my  good  lance,  agamat  paynun  and  ut- 

L  1  U1  ID  d  f)  en       □  her  brother       ntamoted 
s    n  all  I  nd  e  her  of  us,  enouaaof 

[  \  I      uugh  0  e  of  strange  eao> 

u  I  the  wl  ale,  lie  bean  hiiB- 

I  of  h  B  own  prophet,  thai 


ineas  of  h  a  reply  hod  both  dign  Ij  and  reasOQ 

len  ha  taid       Slander  nor  h  m  whom  Ihoo 

nut    the  rather  that  we  vet  crate  ihefoundar 

if  ihy  relig  on  while  we  condemn  iht  docinne  which 


IT  the  cruel  han 


.  wilh  sword  and  lance,  lo  open  the  road  to  the 
Holy  Sepulchre,  and  protect  the  chuBen  aainta  and 
anchpritDs  who  yet  dwell  in  this  land  of  promise  and 
of  Diiraele." 

"  Naiarene,"  said  the  Moslem,  "  in  this  Ihe  Greeka 
and  Syrians  have  much  belied  us,  seeing  we  do  but 
iJtar  (he  word  of  Abubeker  AlwaktX  the  succBsaor  of 
lbs  Prophel,  and,  after  him.  the  first  commander  of 
true  behnan.    'Go  forth,'  ha  aaid,  '  Yebed  Ben  So- 


, , ,.„ spun  from  iL    I  w  II  m)sei?  gi 

tbec  to  the  cavern  of  the  hermit,  which,  mellunkih 

to  reach.  And,  on  the  way.  let  us  leave  to  motlalw 
and  to  monks,  to  dispute  about  the  divinity  of  uni 
faith,  and  eqiealt  on  ihcmea  which  belong  to  youlhfiu 
wamora.~upon  batllee,  upon  beautiful  womui,  upon 
sharp  swords,  and  upon  briichi  armour." 

CHAPTER  III. 
The  wBTTiortaroae  from  (bar  place  ofbriafraatalMl 
aimpls  refreshment,  and  courteously  aided  etcit  odter 
while  they  carefully  replaced  and  adiualed  the  har- 
ness, from  which  they  nad  relieved  for  ths  lime  Ihar 
iruaty  steeds.  Each  seemed  familiar  wi(haneInplo]^ 
meni,  which  at  ihat  time  was  a  part  of  naceasaiy. 
and,  indeed,  of  indispensable  duty.  Each  also  aesniu 
to  poaseas,  as  far  as  (he  diflerence  betwixt  the  animu 
and  rational  speciea  admitted,  the  confidence  and  tt- 
fection  of  ihe  horae,  which  waa  (he  constant  compan- 
ion of  hia  travels  and  hia  warlare.  With  the  Saraco, 
thia  familiar  intimacy  was  s  part  of  hia  early  habiUI 
for,  in  ihe  tents  of  the  Eaalern  mililary  tnbea,  tba 
horse  of  ibe  soldier  ranks  next  to,  and  stmoat  eqnl 
in  importance  with,  hia  wifeand  hia  family  i  and,  with 
(lie  Enrojiean  warrior,  circumstances,  and  indaad 
neceBBiiy.  rendered  his  war-horse  scarcely  leaa  thia 
hia  brother  in  arms.  The  ateeds;  iherefore,  aufMaa 
themsel  ves  quietly  lo  be  taken  from  their  food  and  lib- 
erty and  neiohsd  and  anufled  fondly  around  ihw 
masters,  while  ihey  were  adinating  thar  aecouii*- 
menta  lor  farther  travel  and  addiiNnol  toil  And  aaeh 
wanior,  aa  be  proaecuied  his  own  task,  or  irtjwrf 
with  courleay  bis  companioii,  looked  with  obam>- 
snt  curioMty  at  (he  cquipnunta  of  hia  fellow-m- 
veller,  and  noted  particu  arly  what  atmck  him  ti 
pecuLar  in  the  faahion  in  which  he  an-inged  hia  lidini 

fin  they  ramouDtad  lo  tasunM  tbor  laiiiMr>  (bi 


THE  TAU8HAK. 


OriMiuiknvAiasain  ■noistmiedhisIiiM.iDd  dipt  bU 
bDdf  in  thelinnK  founiain,  and  Mid  lo  hit  Pagan 
tMMtiMgf  Uie  journey — "I  vrottU  I  knew  the  name 
o(  Ihii  drlnoiu  founiain,  that  I  niii{hi  hold  ii  in  my 
fnMU  imiHiibrBnce ;  for  never  did  waier  slake 
nuvddbotnlra  more  oppiaaaiveltunt  liianl  have 
ihii  dif  eiptnrnced.' ' 

'Itti  ealW  in  the  Arabic  linHuage,"  answered  (he 
8m«s>  "  by  ■  name  which  agniflea  the  Diamond  of 
ileD(nt.'|_ 

" I  ao  named."  replied  ihe  Chriaiien. 

'     '        '  ■    iringfcbu, 

11,  which  bcfltowfliu 
Dt  only  deligtilftJ,  but 


dhction  aala  ihia 
hffi  manirpB  where  tt 

■Mf  indiiVKntable." 


idlen  jTinder  •«  of  death,  and  m 
■I  diink  of  iia  wave*.  n»r  of  ihe  nt 

boot  filling  11,  uniil  thia  inhoipiu 


ihouaand  waciiora  maunt  on  horaeback— whan  I 
■end  analher,  an  equil  force  will  anae— for  Iha  St*,  t 
can  commniid  live  Ihouund  men ;  nnd  if  1  aand  mj 
bow,  ten  ihouaand  maun  led  riden  will  shake  ibg  da- 
nn.  And  wilh  ihy  fifty  followers  ihou  hast  coma 
to  invade  a  land,  in  which  1  am  one  of  Ihe  tnaan- 
tMl" 

"Kow,  bythorood,  Sanican,"  laiorled  ihe  waltra 
Kranior,  "  ifiou  ahouldst  know,  ere  tliou  iiuoiaat  tby- 
•elf,  ihsi  one  steel  gluve  can  cnuh  a  whole  handwl 


ST., 


dingeied  ihcir  new  nlliBnce,  had  he  not 
ihu  subjcci  by  adding  "And  is  bravery  ■) 
iieenwd  amonftBt  ibe  Chtiatian  piincea,  that 


>  of  thy  bi 

*■,  Ssracc 

■  thy  ityle,  ihai  il 


liiey  mo  anted,  and  puraued  iheir  journey  bcidh  the    sf  a  ^^ , -  , —  — 

Svaale.  Tlie  ardour  of  noon  wasnowoBsi,  and  ume  rank  niih  aovrrpiena  even  of  the  Rrat  d(«ree, 
I  brene  aomewhsi  ailevitied  theleiror«of  the  '  in  so  far  na  regards  all  but  resal  auiboiilv  aniTdo- 
Mtnthuudi  not  without  bean nf- on  iuwinm  an  minion,  Wereltii^hanlof Englandhimself  lowound 
uviteable  dual,  which  the  Snracen  liitla  heeded,  I  the  liouour  of  a  knieh(  aa  poor  as  I  am,  be  could  not, 
tMMfh  hi*  heavily4mKd  comnuiion  fell  il  as  aitch    '       '     '         ,   ,       ,  <.-.<i 

H  uaoyance,  thai  be  Imng  nia  iron  casque  at  his 
Nddkbow,  aoa  aubttiniled  the  liKhl  riding-cap,  tenned 
■  Ihe  lansuBBe  of  the  lime  a  nortirr,  from  its  reaem- 
mtit  'at  atuipe  to  an  ordinarr  murlar.  They  rode 
Hptker  for  some  tiniB  ui  ailencn  Ihe  Saracen  per- 
Miu  the  part  of  director  and  guide  of  the  journey, 
■hicfa  lie  did  by  obaerving  miniile  marks  snd  bear- 
■P  of  the  diatant  tucka,  in  a  ridge  of  which  ihey 
■ne  mdually  ■pproaebing.  For  -  '■■■'-  ■' —  ■" 
■OBM  abaorbed  in  tbe  taak,  as  i 

ffi" iL  _:_:!.:: 

■eat  of  hii  route,  and  diapoKd.  itith 


'Van  baveaAed  the  name,"  he  aakl,  "of  a  mute 

.    Ipsaiain.  which  bsih   Ihe  semblance,  bill  not  tbe 

!    nttly.  of  3  living  thing.    Let  me  be  psidoned  to  ask 

lir  ninw  of  ihe  rompanion  with  whom  I  have  this 

4weBcaunlered.  both  in  danger  and  in  repose,  and 

i    ■oieh  ]  cannot  fancy  unknown,  even  hers  among 

kdoerls  of  Paleetinel" 

lb  publiahing,"  said  theChrislian. 


le  i  have  other  titles,  bi 


I  ihe  law  of  chivalry,  deny  him  the  combat." 

rcne,"  raid  the  £mir,  "in  which  a  leathern  belt  and 
pair  of  spurs  put  tbe  pooreai  on  a  level  wilh  the 

"S'ou  must  add  free  blood  and  a  teorleea  heart," 
said  the  Christian;  "then,  perhaps,  you  wUI  not 
have  upoken  unituly  of  the  dignity  pf  knighthood." 

"And  mil  you  as  boldly  amunint  the  femalvof 
your  chiefs  and  lesdera  7"  asked  ihe  Sarncen. 

"God  forbid."  aaid  ihe  Knight  of  (he  Leopaid, 

"  thai  ihe  pnoreal  Knight  in  Chrislendom  should  not 

be  free  in  all  honourable  Bervit.;e,  to  devole  bia  hand 

and  award,  tbe  fame  of  bis  actions,  and  the  Gied  d»- 

hcan,  to  the  fairest  princess  who  evtt 

on  her  brow !" 

c  while  since,"  eaid  the  Saracen,    and 

Cju  deecrihed  love  as  ihe  highest  treasure  of  the 
eart—lhins  hath  undoubtedly  been  high  and  nobly 

"Stranger,"  answered  ihe  Chrislian,  blutbing 
deeply  as  ho  siwke,  "we  tell  not  rashly  where  it  ki  we 

for  thee  lo 
highly  and 
hty  i  tm  if 


vauld  sound  harsh  L- , 

in  tat  aak  which  of  the  iribea  of  Arabia  claims  your 
Jescent,  itid  by  what  name  you  are  known  T" 

"  Sir  EeDnetb,"  aaid  iheHoslem,  "I  joy  that  your 
BaaeiaMieb  ■■mylipaeaneasily  utter.  For  nie,I 
■BMArab.  Tetdenvemydeaoenlfiamalinelieilber 
,  Im  wild  nor  leaewsiiike.  Knaw.SirKnigfat  of  the 
'  UifM.  thai  I  am  Sheerkohf,  tbe  Lion  of  tho  Huun- 
M.  and  that  Kordistan,  from  wbleh  I  derive  my 
mmmi^hoUt  no  bmily  more  nobis  than  thai  of 

^n«*hMnl,"Bnsiiered  tbeChriilian,  "tholyour 
PMlSoUui  cJaiDia  his  blood  from  the  same  source  1" 
"Thank*  to  tbe  Prophet,  thai  hath  so  far  honoured 
«r  goDUDiaiiui  a>  lo  aead  Irom  iheir  boaom  him 


ifrii,  and  yet  in  my  own  land  amnething  my  nam 
Mr  BvaiL— iSlranjisr,  with  how  many  man  didi 
■M  soma  on  lhi»  warfare  1 

[r  my  faitb,"  aaid  Sir  Kenneth,  "with  aid  of 


tkus  ind  lunamen.  I  was  hardly  pinched  to  fumiofa 
irt  an  wdl-apvoiuied  lances,  —^ •- 


nobly  be Blo'wed— moat  highly- 

ure  thyself,  aa  ihou  sayesi,  to 
-" ^nd  Ihou  wilt  find  e«rci» 


of  Ihi 

esni,  and,  if  thou  will,  (or  ihy  handa  too. ' 

The  FjBiem  warrior,  raising  himself  in  hiastimnM, 
and  shaking  slofi  his  lance,  leplied,  "  Hardly,  I  fear, 
shall  I  find  one  with  a  crossed  ahoitlder.  who  willwi- 
cbsngewjih  inelhecssi  of  ihe  jenid."  _ 

"1  will  not  promise  for  thsi,"  teplied  the  Knight, 
"though  ibeiB  be  in  the  camp  certain  Spsnistds.  who 
have  nghtgood  skill  in  your  Elastemgameof  humni 
iheloveliii.'' 

"Dobs,  and  sonaof  dqear'ejsculatedthe  Saraeafl) 
"  what  nave  these  Spaniards  lo  da  to  come  hiihsr  U> 
combst  (he  Hue  believers,  who.  in  their  own  land, 
are  theirlords  and  toghmaslers?  wilh  them  I  wouU 

"  Let  not  the  knights  of  Leon  or  Anurias  bear  ytn 
niealclhuaof  thsm."said  ibeKnigblof  tbsLsopsidi 

''hill."   ,AA^  h.   •mllinB  St   iha   ri-enl  lee  linn  of  the 


morning'*  combst,  ",.,  . ,  , — 

inclineirto  aland  ihs  csat  of  ■  hatlle-BI^  there  an 
enough  of  wcstain  warriors  who  would  grstify  row 
loiucng." 

— ..  _  _„.-^,.,_ , jsybs  sums         By  the  beard  of  my  falher.  sir, 

Prnoi*  ncn.  archer*  end  varlets  includad.    Some  i  with  an  approach  to  laugbler, 

mdMRtad  my  unlucky  pennon— 4000  have  fallen  ;  rough  for  mere  ooort— 1  will  nsvei 

■  hitb— acvtnl    bavs  dud  of  diaeoae—and  one  I  ile,l>ui  my  head"  (preasing  hi*  hand  to  his  brow) 
Vmr  umaoT-betrvr,  toi  whoas  lib  1  am  now  doing  ,  "  will  not,  for  a  while,  peimii  me  to  Ksk  thtis  u 

"Tfilirimw  r«i ■i—t-.'-f  .^-». II  spoTL" 

tSMisD?*  M«i  8bMiah(  "here  I  have  five  I  "  I  would  yon  saw  lbs  axe  of  Eing  Riehard,"  a» 
■MiiB  a*  «t«Br.  ca^  Mlhind  tna  tbe  wing  of  1  swered  tha  wMtem  wairior,  "  10  whicb  ihtt  wUiA 
M 1^    Wfin  I  ■•*■  aw  of  Item  to  my  tmta,  a  I  faang*  at  my  saddlabow  wdgh*  bul  a*  a  SmJbM." 


_.,    -jidlbeSi 

10'  lauabler,  "the  gams  is  too 
I— 1  will  nsver  shun  them  in  ba^ 
(pressing  h'    ' 
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TALES  OP  THE  CRUSADERS. 
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the 


"We  hear  much  of  that  island  aoTerogn," 
Saracen,  "  art  thou  one  of  hia  subjects  r* 

"One  of  his  followers  I  am,  for  this  expedition," 
answered  the  Knight  ^'and  honoored  in  the  aerrice; 
bat  not  bom  his  subject,  although  a  natire  of  the 
iriand  in  which  he  reigns." 

"  How  mean  you  7"  said  the  Elastem  soldier ;  "have 
you  then  two  kmgs  in  one  poor  island  Y* 

**  As  thou  sayest,"  said  the  Scot,  for  such  was  Sir 
Kenneth  by  birth, — "  It  is  even  so ;  and  yet.  although 
the  inhabitants  of  the  two  eitremities  of  that  island 
axe  engaged  in  frequent  war,  the  country  can,  as  thou 
aeest,  furnish  forth  such  a  body  of  men-at-arma,  as 


, arma,  __ 

may  go  fiir  to  shake  the  unholy  hold  which  yoor  mas- 
ter nath  laid  on  the  cities  of  Zion." 

"  By  the  beard  of  Saladin,  Nazaren^  but  that  it  is 
a  thoughtless  and  boyish  folly,  I  could  laugh  at  the 
simplicity  of  yoor  great  Sultan,  who  comes  nither  to 
ma&e  conquests  of  deserts  and  rocka,  and  dispute  the 
Bon  of  them  with  those  who  have  tenfold  num 


possessic 
hers  ate 


at  command,  while  he  leaves  a  part  of  his  nar- 
row islet,  in  which  he  was  bom  a  sovereign,  to  the 
dominion  of  another  aceptre  than  his.  Surely,  Sir 
Kenneth,  you  and  the  other  good  men  of  your  coun- 
try ahould  hare  submitted  yourselves  to  the  domi- 
nion of  this  King  Richard,  ere  you  left  your  native 
land,  divided  agamst  itself^  to  set  forth  on  this  ezpe- 
ditiokr 

Hasty  and  fierce  waa  Kenneth's  answer.  "  No,  by 
the  bright  light  of  Heaven !  If  the  King  of  England 
had  not  set  forth  to  the  Crusade  till  he  was  sove- 
reign of  Seodand,  the  crescent  might,  for  me,  and  all 
true-hearted  Scots,  glimmer  for  ever  on  die  walls  of 
Zion." 

Thus  far  he  had  proceeded,  when,  suddenly  recol- 
lecting himself^  he  muttered,  Mea  culpa!  mea  cul- 
pa! what  have  I,  a  soldier  of  the  Cross,  to  do  with 
recollection  of  war  betwixt  Christian  nations !" 

,The  rapid  expression  of  feeling  corrected  by  the 
dictates  of  duty,  did  not  escape  the  Moslem,  who,  if 
he  did  not  entirely  understand  all  which  it  conveyed, 
aaw  enough  to  convince  him  with  the  assurance, 
that  Christians,  as  well  as  Moslemah,  had  private 
feelings  of  personal  pique,  and  national  quarrela, 
which  were  not  entirely  reconcilable.  But  the  Sara- 
cena  were  a  race,  polished,  perhaps,  to  the  utmost 
extent  which  thar  religion  permitted,  and  particu- 
larly capable  of  entertaining  high  ideas  of  courtesy 
and  pouteness ;  and  such  sentiments  prevented  his 
taking  any  notice  of  the  inconsistency  of  Sir  Ken- 
neth's feeunes,  in  the  opposite  characters  of  a  Soot 
and  a  Crusader. 

Mean  while,  as  they  advanced,  the  scene  began  to 
change  around  them.  They  were  now  taming  to 
the  eastward,  and  bad  reached  the  range  of  steep  and 
barren  hilla,  which  binds  in  that  quarter  the  naked 
plain,  and  varies  the  sorfooe  of  the  country,  without 
changing  its  sterile  character.  Sharp,  rocky  emi- 
nences began  to  arise  around  them,  and,  in  a  short 
timcL  deep  declivities,  and  ascents,  both  formidable  in 
heignL  and  difficult  from  the  narrowness  of  the  path. 
offered  to  the  travellers  obstacles  of  a  different  kind 
from  those  with  which  they  had  recendy  contended. 
Dark  cavons  and  chasms  amonfsi  the  rocks,  those 
crottoea  so  often  alluded  to  in  Scnptme,  yawned  fear- 
fully on  either  side  as  they  proceeded,  ana  the  Scottish 
knigh  t  was  informed  by  the  Emir,  that  theae  were  often 
the  refuge  of  beasts  of  prey,  or  of  men  still  more  fero- 
cious, who,  driven  to  desperauon  by  the  constant 
war  and  the  oppression  exercised  by  the  soldiery,  as 
well  of  the  Cross  as  of  the  Crescent,  had  beoome 
robbera,  and  spared  neither  rank  nor  religion,  neither 
sex  nor  age,  in  their  depredationa. 

The  Scottish  knight  listened  with  indiftreooe  to 
the  accounts  of  ravages  committed  by  wild  beasts  or 
wicked  men,  secure  aa  he  fielt  himaelfin  his  own  val- 
oor  and  personal  atrength ;  but  he  was  struck  with 
injrsterions  dread,  when  he  recollected  that  he  wab 
now  in  the  awful  wikieniess  of  the  forty  days'  faat, 
and  the  aosne  of  the  actual  personal  tempUtion. 
wherewith  the  Evil  Principle  was  permitted  to  assail 
the  Son  of  Man.  He  withdrew  his  attentioD  gradu- 
ally from  the  light  and  worldly  conversation  of  the 
infidel  warrior  beside  him,  and,  however  acceptable 


his  gay  and  gallant  bravery  wonld  have  renderad  him 
as  a  companion  elsewhere,  Sir  Kenneth  felt  aa  if^in 
those  wildernesses— the  waste  and  drr  plaoea—ia 
which  the  foul  spirits  were  wont  to  wander  when  ex- 
pelled the  mortals  whose  forms  they  possf-anrd,  a  bars- 
footed  fnar  would  have  been  a  beuer  associate  than 
thegay  but  unbelieving Paynim. 

Tneae  feelings  embarrasaed  him;  the  rather  that 
the  Saracen's  spirits  appeared  to  rise  with  the  jaur> 
ney,  and  because  the  farther  he  penetrated  into  the 
gloomy  leoeases  of  the  mountaina,  the  lighter  became 
Eis  conversation,  and  when  he  found  that  iman- 
swered,  the  louder  grew  his  song.  Sir  Kenneth  knew 
enough  of  the  Eastern  languages,  to  be  asaured  that 
he  chanted  sonnets  of  love,  containing  all  the  glow- 
ing praises  of  beauty,  in  which  the  Onental  poets  are 
so  fond  of  luxuriating,  and  which,  therefore,  were  pe- 
culiariy  unfitted  tor  a  serious  or  devotionjpil  strain  of 
thou^t,  the  feeling  best  becoming  the  Wilderness  of 
the  Temptation.  With  inconsistency,  enoogfa^  the 
Saracen  also  sung  lays  in  praise  of  wine,  the  bqoid 
rabyof  the  Persian  poets,  and  his^yety  at  length 
became  so  unsuitable  to  the  Christian  knight'a  con- 
trary train  of  aentiments,  as,  but  for  the  promise  of 
amity  which  they  had  exchanged,  would  most  hkaiy 
have  made  Sir  Kenneth  take  measures  to  change  hti 
note.  As  it  was,  the  Crusader  felt  as  if  he  had  by 
his  side  some  gay  licentious  fiend,  who  endeavoureo 
to  ensnafe  hia  soul,  and  endanger  his  immortal  sal- 
vation, by  inspiring  loose  thoughts  of  earthly  plea- 
sure, and  thus  polluting  his  devotion,  at  a  time  when 
his  faith  as  a  Christian,  and  his  vow  as  a  pilgrian, 
called  on  him  for  a  aerious  and  penitential  ataie  of 
mind.  He  waa  thus  greatly  perplexed,  and  ondo- 
cided  how  to  act ;  and  it  was  m  a  tone  of  hasty  dis- 
pleasure that  at  length  breaking  silence,  he  mier- 
rnpted  the  lay  of  the  celebrated  BLudpiki,  in  which  ha 
prefers  the  mole  on  his  mistress's  bosom  to  all  tlia 
wealth  of  Bokhara  and  Samarcand. 

** Saracen,"  said  the  Crusader,  sternly,  "blinded 
as  thou  art,  and  plunged  amidst  the  errors  of  a  felae 
law,  thou  shouldst  yet  comprehend  that  there  ars 
some  places  more  holy  than  others,  and  that  there 
are  aome  aoenes  also»  in  which  the  Evil  One  hath 
more  than  ordinary  power  over  sinfol  mortals.  I  will 
not  tell  thee  for  what  awful  reason  this  place— thess 
rock»— these  caverns  with  their  gloomy  arches^  lead- 
ing as  it  were  to  the  central  abyss— are  held  an  e^e- 
ciiu  haunt  of  Satan  and  his  angels.  It  is  enoivh 
that  I  have  been  long  warned  to  beware  of  this  place 
by  wise  anjr  holy  men.  to  whom  the  qualities  of  the 
unholy  region  are  well  known.  Wherefore,  Saracen, 
forbear  thy  foolish  and  ill-timed  levity,  and  torn  thy 
thoughts  to  things  more  suited  to  the  spot:  although, 
alas,  for  thee !  thy  best  prayera  are  hot  as  blasphemy 
and  sin." 

The  Saracen  listened  with  some  sorpriae^  and  thsn 
replied,  with  good-humour  and  gayety.  only  bo  fax  nf' 
pressed  as  courtesy  required,'  Good  Sir  Keoiietl^ 
methinks  you  deal  unefjusHy  by  vour  companion,  or 
elae  ceremony  is  but  indiflerently  taught  amongst 
your  western  tribes.  I  took  no  onence  when  I  saw 
you  gorge  hog  s  flesh  and  drink  wine,  and  permitiad 
you  to  enjoy  a  treat  which  you  called  Vour  ChrktiaB 
liberty,  only  pitying  in  my  heart  your  fool  paatimes— 
Wherefore,  then,  shouldat  thou  take  acandal,  becaoai 
I  cheer,  to  the  best  of  my  power,  a  gloomy  road  with 
a  cheerful  verse?  What  aaith  the  poet,— 'Song ii 
like  the  dews  of  Heaven  on  theboaom  of  the  daaert; 
it  cools  the  path  of  the  traveller."' 

"  Friend  Saracen,"  sakl  the  Chriadan,  **  I  UamenoC 
the  love  of  minstrelsy  and  of  the  gai  adtnot ;  albeit 
we  yield  unto  it  even  too  much  room  inoor  thonghti^ 
when  they  ahould  be  bent  on  better  things.  Bnt  pray- 
era and  holy  psalms  are  better  fittmg  than  laia  oilovi^ 
or  of  wino-copa,  when  men  walk  in  thia  Valley  of  the 
Shadow  of  Death,  full  of  fiends  and  demona,  whom 
the  prayers  of  Holy  men  have  driven  forth  fipom  the 
haunts  of  hnmanity  to  wander  amidat  scenee  aa  ao* 
cursed  aa  themadves." 

"  Speak  not  thoa  of  the  Genii,  Christian,"  answered 
the  Saracen,  "  for  know,  then  speakeat  to  one  when 
line  and  nation  drew  their  orinn  from  the  immoiial 
raeSk  which  your  aect fear  andolr——  " 


ClUr.  in.] 


THE  TAUSMAN. 


1ft 


**I  well  thoqght,"  anawerad  the  CniBader,  "  that 
four  blinded  race  had  their  deecent  £toin  the  foul  fiend, 
withoot  whose  aid  you  Mroold  never  have  been  able  to 
maintain  this  bleesed  land  of  Palestine  Against  so 
many  valiant  aokUera  of  God.  I  speak  not  thus  of  thee 
in  particular,  Saracen,  but  generally  of  thy  people  and 
nhgion.  Stmnge  ia  it  to  me,  however,  not  that  vou 
sbqoid  have  tlie  descent  from  the  Evil  One,  but  that 
fM  should  boaat  of  11" 

"Rom  whom  should  the  bravest  boast  of  descend- 
ing, saving  ftom  him  that  is  bravest  T'  said  the  Sara- 
om ;  **  fiNNn  whom  ahould  the  proudest  trace  their  line 
so  well  as  iinom  the  Dark  Spirit,  which  would  rather 
fidi  headlong  by  force,  than  bend  the  knee  by  his 
will  1  Eblia  may  be  hated,  stranger,  but  he  roust  be 
feared;  and  auch  as  Eblisaie  bis  descendants  of  Kur- 
disuo^' 

Tales  of  magic  and  of  nacromancy  were  the  leam- 
JBg  of  the  peiiod,  and  Sir  Kenneth  heard  his  compa- 
aioQ's  oonfeaaion  of  diabolical  descent  without  any 
dnheiieC  and  without  much  wonder;  yet  not  without 
a  secret  shudder  at  finding  himself  in  this  fearful  place, 
ia  the  company  of  one  vvho  avouched  himself  to  be- 
loDg  to  such  a  uneage.  Naturally  unsusceptible,  how- 
ever, of  fear,  be  croaaod  himself^  and  stoutly  demanded 
of  ine  Saracen  an  account  of  the  pedigree  which  he 
had  boasted.    The  latter  readily  complied. 

**Koow,  brave  stranger,"  he  said,  "  that  when  the 
and  Zohauk,  one  of  the  descendants  of  Giamschid, 
hdd  the  throne  of  Peraia^  he  formed  a  league  with  the 
Powers  of  DarkneasL  amidst  the  secret  vaults  of  Ista- 
khar.  vaults  which  the  hands  of  the  elementary  n>irits 
hid  Bewn  out  of  the  living  rock,  long  before  Adam 
himself  had  an  existence.  Here  he  fed,  with  daily  ob- 
latJoDS  of  human  blood,  two  devouring  seipents,  wnich 
had  become,  according  to  the  poets,  a  part  of  himself^ 
and  to  sustain  whom  tie  levied  a  tax  of  daily  human 
Mcrifices,  till  the  exhausted  patience  of  his  subjects 
caused  some  to  raise  up  the  dmeter  of  resistance,  like 
the  valiant  Blacksmith,  and  the  victorious  Feridoun, 
by  whom  the  tyrant  was  at  length  dethroned,  and  im- 
nisoiiedforeverin  the  dismal  caverns  of  the  mountain 
Damavend.  But  ere  that  deliverance  had  taken  place, 
lad  wfaUst  the  power  of  the  blood-thirsty  tyrant  was 
it  its  height,  the  band  of  ravening  slaves,  whom  he 
had  sent  lortn  to  purvey  victims  for  his  daily  sacrifice, 
brought  to  the  vaults  of  the  palace  of  Istakbar  seven 
mters  so  beautiful,  that  they  seemed  seven  houris. 
Iliese  seven  maidens  were  the  daughters  of  a  sage, 
who  bad  no  treasures  save  those  beauties  and  his  own 
wisdom.  The  last  was  not  sufficient  to  foresee  this 
oiifiirtane,  the  former  seemed  ineffectual  to  prevent 
h.  The  eldest  exceeded  not  her  twentieth  year,  the 
rooBgest  had  scarce  attained  her  thirteenth ;  and  so 
oke  were  they  to  each  other,  that  they  could  not  have 
been  distinguished  but  for  the  difierence  of  height,  in 
which  they  gradually  rose  in  easy  gradation  above 
each  other,  like  the  ascent  which  leads  to  the  gates  of 
Puidise.  So  lovely  were  these  seven  sisters  when 
they  stood  in  the  darksome  vault,  disrobed  of  all 
dotfaiog  saving  a  cymar  of  white  silk,  that  their  charms 
moved  the  hearts  of  those  who  were  not  mortal 
TliBDder  muttered,  the  earth  shook,  the  wall  of  the 
tinh  was  rent,  and- at  the  chasm  entered  one  dressed 
l&e  a  hunter,  with  bow  and  shafts,  and  followed  by 
■X  others,  his  brethren.  They  were  tall  men,  and 
though  darl^  yet  comely  to  behold,  but  their  eyes  had 
Bwre  the  efare  of  those  of  the  dead,  than  the  light 
which  lives  under  the  eyelids  of  the  hving.  '  Zeinebw' 
aid  the  leader  of  the  band— and  as  he  ^ke  he  took 
the  ddest  sister  by  the  hand,  and  his  voice  was  soft, 
low,  and  melancholy,—*  I  am  Cothrob,  king  of  the 
rablerranean  worid,  and  supreme  chief  of  Gmnistan. 
land  my  brethren  are  of  those,  who,  created  out  of  the 
pure  elementary  fire,  disdained  even  at  the  command 
of  Omnipotence,  to  do  homage  to  a  clod  of  earth,  be- 
eaose  it  was  called  Man.  Thou  mayet  have  heard  of 
as  as  cruel,  unrdenting,  and  persecuting.  It  is  false. 
We  are  by  nature  kind  and  generous ;  only  vengeful 
when  iosul  ted,  only  cruel  when  afiVonted.  We  are  true 
to  those  who  trust  us ;  and  we  have  heard  the  invoca- 
tions of  thy  father,  the  sage  Mithrasp,  who  wisely 

worships  not  alone  the  Origin  of  Good,  but  that  which 

is  called  the  Source  of  Evil.    You  and  your  sisters 


are  on  the  eve  of  death ;  but  let  each  give  to  us  one 
hair  from  your  fair  tresses,  in  token  of  lealty,  and  we 
will  carry  you  many  miles  from  hence  to  a  place  of 
safety,  where  you  may  bid  defiance  to  Zohauk  and  his 
ministers.'  The  fear  of  instant  death,  saith  the  poet, 
is  like  the  rod  of  the  prophet  Haroun,  which  devoured 
all  other  rods,  when  transformed  into  snakes  before 
the  King  of  Pharaoh ;  and  the  daughtera  of  the  Per- 
sian sage  were  less  apt  than  others  to  be  afraid  of  the 
addresses  of  a  spirit  They  gave  the  tribute  which 
Cothrob  demanded,  and  in  an  instant  the  sisters  were 
transported  to  an  enchanted  castle  on  the  mountains 
of  Tugrut,  in  Kurdistan,  and  were  never  again  seen 
by  mortal  eye.  But  in  process  of  time  seven  youths, 
distinguished  in  the  war,  and  in  the  chase,  appeared 
in  the  environs  of  the  castle  of  the  demons.  They 
were  darker,  taller,  fiercer,  and  more  resolute,  than 
any  of  the  scattered  inhabitants  of  the  valleys  of  Kur- 
distan:  and  they  took  to  themselves  wives,  and  be- 
came lathers  of  the  seven  tribes  of  the  Kurdmana, 
whose  valour  is  known  throughout  the  universe." 

The  Christian  knight  heard  with  wonder  the  wild 
tale,  of  which  Kurdistan  still  possesses  the  traces, 
and,  after  a  moment's  thought,  replied,— "  Verily, 
Sir  Knight,  you  have  spoken  well- your  genealogy 
may  be  dreaded,  and  hated,  but  it  cannot  be  con- 
temned. Neither  do  I  any  longer  wonder  at  your 
obstinacy  in  a  false  faith;  since, doubtless,  it  isbart 
of  the  fiendish  disposition  which  had  descended  from 
your  ancestors,  those  infernal  huntsmen,  ss  you  have 
described  them,  to  love  falsehood  rather  than  truth  ; 
and  I  no  longer  marvel  that  your  spirits  become  high 
and  exalted,  and  vent  themselves  in  verse,  and  m 
tunes,  when  you  approach  the  places  encumbered  by 
the  haunting  of  evil  spirits,  which  must  excite  in  you 
that  joyous  feeling  which  others  experience  when 
approaching  the  land  of  their  human  ancestry." 

,  By  my  father's  beard,  I  think  thou  hast  the  right," 
said  the  Saracen,  rather  amus^  than  offended  by  the 
freedom  with  which  the  Christian  had  uttered  his 
reflections ;  "  for,  though  the  Prophet  (blessed  be  his 
name !)  hath  sown  amongst  us  the  seed  of  a  better 
faith  than  our  ancestors  learned  in  the  ghostly  halls 
of  Tugrut,  yet  we  are  not  willing,  like  other  Mosle- 
mah,  to  pass  hasty  doom  on  the  lofty  and  powerful 
elementary  spirits  from  whom  we  claim  our  origin. 
These  Genii,  according  to  our  belief  and  hope,  are 
not  altogether  reprobate,  but  are  still  in  the  way  of 
probation,  and  may  hereafter  be  punished  or  re- 
warded. Leave  we  this  to  the  moUahs  and  the 
imaums.  Enough  that  with  us  the  reverence  for 
these  spirits  is  not  altogether  effaced  by  what  we 
have  learned  from  the  Koran,  and  that  many  of  ua 
still  sing,  in  memorial  of  our  fathers'  more  ancient 
faith,  such  verses  as  these." 
,  So  saying,  he  proceeded  to  chant  verses,  very  an- 
cient in  the  language  and  structure,  which  some  nave 
thought  derive  their  source  from  the  worshippera  of 
Ari manes,  the  Evil  Principle. 

AHRIMAN. 

Dask  Ahfiman,  whom  Imk  Btill 
Holdi  origin  of  wo  and  ill  i 

Wbea  bondioff  at  Uur  ■brine, 
We  view  the  world  with  troubled  eve. 
Whore  nee  we  'neath  the  extended  aky, 

An  empire  matehint  thine  i 

If  the  Benifner  Power  can  field 
A  fountain  in  Uie  deeert  Add. 

Whore  wearr  pilgrims  drinlc ; 
Thine  are  the  wavei  that  laah  the  rock, 
Thine  Uie  tornado's  deadly  ihoek, 

Where  coonUean  navies  sink  l 

Or  if  He  bid  the  soul  dispenee 
Balsams  to  cheer  the  sinking  sense. 

How  (bw  can  they  deliver 
From  lingering  pains,  or  pang  intense, 
Red  Fever,  spotted  Pestilence, 

The  arrows  of  thy  quiver  t 

Chief  in  Man's  bosom  siu  thy  sway. 
And  frequent,  while  in  words  we  pray 

Before  another  throne, 
Whate'er  of  specious  form  be  thrns. 
The  secret  meaning  of  tbo  prayer 

Is,  Aliriroao,  thine  o«m. 
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ttMsMHot,  MMt.  «i4  form, 
thr  voiM«  tlqr  fVOMoU  ttpiiB, 

With  Motitnt  Moi  ornato  nd  wrnth. 
MM  wiDga  to  SMMp  tlif  (taadly  ptCbr 
And  fluci  to  IMT  thy  pmr  I 

Or  nt  thoa  inix'd  in  Nttora*!  Mmrec. 
Aa  •<rw-opat»ting  foros. 

Coawrtmf  good  lo  ill ; 
Aa  aril  priaoipla  inaata^ 
Goatendiaff  with  oar  totter  (kto. 

Aadobi  rietorioa*  still  7 

■ovMCer  it  be,  ditpato  to  Tafa. 

Oa  all  withoat  thoa  hold'st  thy  iai|8« 

Nur  Ian  oo  all  withia ; 
Bach  oiortal  paMioo't  flaree  earaer, 
Love,  hate,  ambitioa,  poy,  aod  fbar, 

Thoa  faadett  iaio  •» 

Wbaaa'ar  a  «inar  gleam  appean, 
To  brighten  op  our  vale  of  tear*. 

Tliott  art  not  distant  fbr : 
*Mid  each  brief  lolaoe  of  oar  litai^ 
Thoa  whett'«c  nor  very  banQoat-kaivia 

To  tools  of  death  aad  war. 

Thaa,  from  the  momeat  of  oar  birth. 
Long  ae  we  linaer  on  the  earth, 

Thoa  rulest  the  Tate  of  men ; 
Tliioe  are  the  pangs  of  lifs's  last  hoar, 
▲nd-who  dars  answer  7>is  thy  power. 

Dark  Spirit  i  ended  Thbm  i* 

ThesA  versea  may  perhaps  have  been  the  not  unna- 
tural efiusion  of  some  half-enUghtened  phttoBopher, 
who,  in  the  fabled  deitv,  Arimanes,  aaw  but  the  pre- 
Tftlenoe  of  moral  and  physical  evil ;  but  in  the  ears  of 
Sir  Kenneth  of  the  Leopard^  they  had  a  different 
effect,  and.  sung  as  they  were  by  one  who  had  just 
boasted  himsdf  a  descendant  of  demons,  sounded 
very  like  an  address  of  worship  to  the  Arch-fiend 
himseUl  He  weighed  within  himself;  whether,  on 
heiuiag  such  blasphemy  hi  the  very  desert  where 
Satan  had  stood  rebuked  for  demanding  homage, 
taking  an  abrupt  leave  of  the  Saracen  was  sufficient 
to  testify  his  abhorrence;  or  whether  he  was  not 
rather  constrained  by  his  vow  as  a  Crusader,  to  defy 
the  infidel  to  combat  on  the  spot,  and  leave  him  food 
lor  the  beasts  of  the  wilderness,  when  his  attention 
was  suddenly  caught  by  an  unexpected  apparition. 

Tlie  lifl^t  was  now  verging  low,  yet  served  the 
knight  still  to  discern  that  they  two  were  no  longer 
alone  in  the  forest,  but  were  closely  watched  by  a 
figure  of  great  heisht  and  very  thin,  which  skipped 
over  rocks  and  busnes  with  so  much  agility,  as  added 
to  the  wild  and  hirsute  appearance  of  the  individual, 
raminded  him  of  the  fkuns  and  silvans,  which  images 
be  had  seen  in  the  ancient  temples  of  Rome.  As  the 
sin^da-hearted  Scotchman  had  never  for  a  moment 
doubted  these  gods  of  the  ancient  Gentiles  to  he 
aoraally  devils,  so  he  now  hesitated  not  to  believe 
tnat  the  blasphemous  hymn  of  the  Saracen  had 
rMsad  up  an  infernal  spinL 

*^  But  what  recks  it  f*  sakl  atout  Sir  Kenneth  to 
himself;  "  down  with  the  fiend  and  his  worahip- 
penr 

**  He  did  not^  however  think  it  necessary  to  give 
Uie  same  warning  of  defiance  to  two  enemies,  as  he 
would  imquesrionably  have  aflbrded  to  one.  His 
band  was  upon  his  macei  and  perhaps  the  unwary 
Saracen  would  have  been  paid  for  his  Persian  poetry, 
by  having  his  brains  dashed  out  on  the  spot  without 
any  reason  assigned  for  it ;  but  the  Scottish  Knight 
was  spared  from  committing  what  would  have  been 
a  aore  blot  in  his  shield  of  arms.  The  apparition,  on 
which  his  eyes  had  been  fixed  for  soma  time,  had  at 
fint  appeared  to  dog  their  path  by  concealing  itself 

*  Tba  worthy  and  leaned  detgyman,  by  whom  this  specise  of 
tayan  has  been  translated,  desires,  that,  for  Itor  of  miseonoep- 
tMB,  weshoald  warn  the  reader  to  reeooMlfe  that  it  is  composed 
\gf  a  heathen,  to  whom  the  leal  eanses  er  moral  and  physieal 
•Hi  aie  anknowo.  and  who  views  their  predominance  in  the 
eyalam  of  the  nafverse.  as  all  must  view  that  appallioe  Act, 
who  have  not  the  benefit  of  the  Christian  Revelation.    On  oar 

rieofthe 
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behind  rooka  and  shrdba.  nstng  thoaa  advantafoea  ot 
the  ground  with  greet  address,  and  aumiouotingita 
ineinilaiities  with  aurvrising  agility.  Ar  lei«g:th,  jut 
aa  the  Saracen  naused  in  his  song,  the  fi^zv,  wtadi 
waa  that  of  a  tail  man  clothed  in  ^oat-skms,  aprons 
into  the  midst  of  the  path,  and  setsed  a  rain  or  tba 
Saracen's  bridle  in  either  hand,  confronting  tbna  and 
bearing  back  the  noble  horse,  which,  unable  to  eodnra 
the  manner  in  which  this  sudden  assulant  preased 
the  long-armed  bit,  and  the  eevera  oarb,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  Eastern  fashion,  waa  a  aolid  nng  of 
iron,  reared  npright,  and  finally  fell  backwards  on  h» 
master,  who,  however,  avoided  the  nenl  of  the  faUi 
by  lightly  throwing  himself  to  one  side.  .  .  j. 

The  assailant  then  shifted  his  grasp  from  the  bnd» 
of  the  hone  to  the  throat  of  the  rider,  fhing  bmwslf 
above  the  struf^ing  Saracen,   and,  despite  of.  h» 

South  and  activity,  kept  him  undermost,  wreathmc 
is  long  arms  above  those  of  his  prisoner,  who  cailsa 
oat  angrily,  and  vet  half-laughing  at  the  asms  time 
— ''Hamako^fool-Hinloose  me— th'ia  passes  thy  pri- 
vilege—unloose  m&  or  I  will  use  my  dagger !" 

**Thy  daggar !— infidel  dog !"  said  the  figura  in  tba 
goat-skins,  '^hoM  it  in  thy  gripe  if  thou  canatr 
and  in  an  instant  he  wrenched  the  Saracen*a  weapoa 
out  of  its  owner^a  hand,  and  brandished  it  over  hia 
head.  .^  , 

**Help,  Nazarene  V*  cried  Sheerfcohf,  now  serioasly 
alarmed ;  ''  help,  or  the  Hamako  will  slay  nae.'* 

"Slay  thee!'*  replied  the  dweller  of  the  deaeit; 
"and  well  hast  thou  merited  death,  for  ainging  thy 
blasphemous  hymns,  not  only  to  the  praise  of  thy 
false  prophet,  who  is  the  foul  fiend's  harbinger,  bM 
to  that  of  the  Author  of  Evil  himself." 

The  Christian  Knight  had  hitherto  looked  on  as 
one  stupified,  so  strangely  had  this  rencontre  contra- 
dicted, m  its  progress  and  event,  all  that  he  had  pre- 
viously conjectuied.  He  felt,  however,  at  lena^th,  thai 
it  touched  bis  honour  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  hia  dia> 


part,  we  beg  to  add,  that  vre  ooderstand  the  stvie  of  the 

iiator  is  mors  poiairtiraetic  than  can  be  approved  by  those 

wlM  are  aeqeamted  with  the  sinpilarly  eniisiis  original.    The 

maired  of 


rs  porairtiraetic  than  can  be  appro' 

itedwit 

traaalator  seen*  to  have  despai 

verse  the  fliehts  of  Oriental  poetry ;  _^_  ___  . . 

leaned  and  loflnatoas  men,  aodiM  irispHMe  to  discover 

the  aaaae  of  the  orifiaal,  he  may  have  taaWr  sobstitnisd  his 

own. 
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comfited  companion ;  and  therefore  addresaed  htm- 
self  to  the  victorious  figure  in  the  goat-skina. 

"Whoaoe'er  thou  art,'*  he  said;  "and  whether  of 
good  or  of  evd,  know  that  I  am  sworn  for  the  time  la 
be  true  companion  to  the  Saracen  whom  thou  holdeat 
under  thee :  therefore,  I  pray  thee  to  let  him  arise, 
else  I  will  do  battle  with  thee  in  his  behalf.** 

"  And  a  proper  quarrel  it  were,"  answered  the 
Hamako,  "  for  a  Cfnisader  to  do  battle  in— for  the 
sake  of  an  unbapiized  dog  to  combat  one  of  hia  own 
lioly  fiuth !  Art  thon  come  forth  to  the  wilderness  to- 
fight  for  the  Crescent  against  the  Crosa  7  A  goodly 
soldier  of  God  art  thou,  to  listen  to  those  who  sing 
the  praises  of  Satan  I'* 

**  Vet,  while  he  spoke  thus,  he  arose  hiroaeli;  and» 
suffering  the  Saracen  to  arise  alao,  returned  him  hia 
cangiar,  or  poniard. 

"Thou  seeet  to  what  a  point  of  peril  thy  praswup- 
tion  hath  brought  thee,"  continued  he  oc  the  gotf- 
skins,  now  addressing  Sheerkohf, "  and  by  what  weak 
means  thy  practised  skill  and  boasted  agUUy  can  be 
foiled,  when  such  is  Heaven*s  pleasure.  Wheivfom 
beware,  O  Ilderim !  for  know  that,  were  there  not  ^ 
twinkle  in  the  star  of  thy  nativity,  which  promiaea 
for  thee  eomething  that  is  good  and  gracioua  in  Hea- 
ven's good  time,  we  two  had  not  parted  till  I  had 
torn  asunder  the  throat  which  so  lately  trilled  forth 
blasphemiea.** 

"Hamako,"  said  the  Saracen,  without  any  appear- 
ance of  resenting  the  violent  language,  and  yet  niora 
violent  assault,  to  which  he  bad  been  subjected,  "I 
pra]f  thee,  good  Hamako,  to  beware  how  thou  dost 
again  urge  thy  privilege  over  far;  for  though,  as  a 

Sood  Moslem,  I  reepect  thoee  whom  Heaven  hath 
thrived  of  ordinary  reason,  in  order  to  endow  them 
with  the  apirit  ofprophecy.  yet  I  like  not  other  meo'a 
hands  on  the  bridle  of  my  horse,  neither  tipon  my  own 
person.  Speak,  therefore,  what  thou  wilt,  aecme  of 
any  rssentraent  from  me ;  but  gather  so  much  aenae 
as  to  apprehend,  that  if  thou  shalt  again  profler  ns 
any  violenoe,  I  will  strike  thy  shagged  head  from  tfav 
meager  shoulders.— And  to  thee,  friend  Kenneth." 
he  added,  as  he  remounted  his  steed.  **  I  must  needs 
say,  that,  in  a  companion  through  the  desert,  I  love 
iriMMtty  deeda  better  than  foir  worda.    Of  the  last 
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tkoQ hast  B^eQ  me  enough;  kit  it  bad  besn  better 
to  have  aided  me  more  eapectallv  in  my  atnuKle  with 
Aia  HamakO)  who  had  well  nigh  taken  myme  in  hia 
fteniy." 

"Bymyiaith,"  aaid  the  Knight,  "I  did  aomewhat 
ftik-wia  aomewhat  tardy  in  rendenng  thee  instant 
help ;  but  the  atrangeneee  of  the  aaaauant,  the  aud- 
dannMS  of  the  aceoe— it  waa  aa  if  thy  ¥rild  and  wicked 
by  had  raised  the  deril  among  us— end  such  waa  my 
eoalitaion,  that  two  or  three  minutes  elapsed  ere  1 
owid  cake  to  my  weapon." 

"Thou  art  but  a  cold  and  considerate  friend,'*  said 
the  Saracen ;  **  and,  bad  tbeHamako  been  one  grain 
more  frantic,  thy  companion  had  been  slain  by  thy 
■de,  to  thy  eternal  dishonour,  without  thy  stimng  a 
finger  in  hia  aid,  although  thou  aateat  by,  mounted, 
and  in  arms." 

"By  mv  word,  Saracen,"  aaid  the  Christian,  "if 
ikoa  wilt  have  it  in  plain  terma,  I  thought  that  strange 
Ignie  was  the  devil;  and  being  of  thy  lineage,  I 
new  not  what  family  aecret  you  might  be  commu- 
flicating  to  each  other,  as  you  lay  lovingly  rolling 
tOBBtber  on  the  sand." 

niy  gibe  is  no  anawer,  brother  Kenneth,"  said 
dw  Saracen ;  **  for  know,  that  had  mv  assailant  been 
ID  very  deed  the  Prince  of  Darkness,  tnou  wert  bound 
not  me  lees  to  enter  into  combat  with  him  in  thy 
cofflrade*8  behal£  Know,  also,  that  whatever  there 
may  be  of  fool  or  of , fiendish  about  the  Hamako.  be- 
loDCB  more  to  your  Kneage  than  to  mine ;  this  Ham- 
akoneiniCi  in  truth,  the  anchorite  whom  thou  art  come 
hither  to  visiu" 

"Tbia!"  aaid  Sir  Kenneth,  looking  at  the  athletic, 
m  vraated  fi^re  before  him — "  this  I— thou  mockest. 
oaraoHi— this  cannot  be  the  venerable  Theodorick ! 

**  Aflk  himself,  if  thou  vrilt  not  believe  m&"  anawer- 
«d  Sbeerkohf ;  and  ere  the  worda  had  left  his  mouth, 
the  hermit  gaye  evidence  in  his  own  behalf. 

'^I  am  Hieodorick  of  Engaddi,"  he  said,— "I  am  the 
walker  of  the  desert— I  am  fnend  of  the  croas,  and  flail 
of  all  infidels,  heretics,  and  devil- worshippers.  Avoid 
ye,  avoid  ye! — Down  with  Mahound.  Termagaunt, 
and  an  thor  adherents !"— So  saying^  he  puUea  from 
under  his  ahany  garment  a  sort  of  flail  or  jointed 
dnbu  boand  with  iron,  which  he  brandished  round  his 
heaa  with  singular  dexterity. 

**  Tbon  seest  thy  saint,"  said  the  Saracen,  laughing, 
fa  the  firet  tinr&  at  the  unmitigated  astonianment 
wifh  vrfaich  Sir  Kenneth  looked  on  the  wild  gesturea, 
and  heard  the  wayward  muttering  of  Theodorick, 
who,  aher  swinginiff  his  flail  in  every  direction,  ap- 
parendy  quite  reckless  whether  it  encountered  the 
head  of  either  of  his  companions,  finally  showed 
his  own  strength,  and  the  soundness  of  the  weapon, 
by  flcriking  into  fragments  a  large  atone  which  lay 
near  him. 
''This  is  a  madman,"  said  Sir  Kenneth. 
*Not  the  worse  saint,"  retiu'ned  the  Moslem^  speak- 
mg  aconding  to  the  well-known  Eaatem  belief  that 
madmen  are  under  the  influence  of  immediate  inspira- 
tion.  **  Know,  Christian,  that  when  one  eye  is  eztin- 
gmihed,  the  other  becomes  more  keen— when  one 
hand  is  cut  oR^  the  other  becomes  more  powerfiil ;  ao, 
when  our  reason  in  human  things  is  disturbed  or 
destroyed,  our  view  heavenward  becomes  more  acute 
aou  pevtect. 

Hen  the  voice  of  the  Saracen  was  drowned  m  that 
ef  the  hermit,  who  began  to  halloo  aloud  fn  a  wild 
chaoiing  tone, — "  I  am  Theodorick  of  Enzaddi— I  am 
lbetoicn>bnind  of  tbedeaert— I  am  the  flaii  of  (heWfi- 
dcls!  The  lion  and  the  leopard  shall  be  my  comrades, 
nd  draw  nigh  to  mjr  cell  for  shelter ;  neither  shall  the 

Cit  be  afraid  of  their  fangs— I  am 'the  torch  and  the 
tern— KyricEleiaon!"  :,     ^  ^  ^ 

Heckwea  hia  aong  by  a  short  race^  and  ended  that 
■•■fn  by  thrve  forward  bounds,  which  would  have 
done  him  great  credit  in  a  gymnastic  academy,  but 
became  his  character  of  hermit  so  mdifTerently,  that 
tkeSeotti^  knight  was  altogether  confounded  and 

The  Saracen  aeemed  to  understand  him  better.— 
**  Yoa  see,"  ho  said,  "  that  he  expects  us  to  follow 
to  to  hS  cell,  which,  indeed,  is  our  only  plat^  of 
^Sbge  (or  ^e   night.    You  are  the  leopara,  fi:om 


the  portrait  on  your  shield— I  am  the  lion,  aa  nay 
name  importa— and,  by  the  goa,^  alluding  to  his 
garb  of  goat-akina,  he  means  himself.  We  must 
keep  him  in  sight,  however,  for  he  is  aa  fleet  as  a 
dromedary." 

In  fact,  the  taak  was  a  difficult  one^  for  though  the 
reverend  guide  stopped  from  time  to  time,  and  waved 
hia  hand,  as  if  to  encourage  them  to  come  on,  yet, 
well  acquainted  with  all  the  winding  dells  and  passes 
of  the  desert,  and  gifted  with  uncommon  activity, 
which,  perhapa,  an  unsettled  state  of  mind  kept  m 
conatant  exercise,  he  led  the  knights  through  chasma 
and  along  footpaths^  where  even  the  ught-armea 
Saracen,  with  his  well-trained  barb,  was  in  considers- 
ble  risk,  and  where  the  iron-sheatned  European,  and 
his  over-burdened  horse,  found  themselves  in  such 
imminent  peril,  aa  the  rider  would  gladly  have  ex- 
changed for  the  dangers  of  a  genenu  action.  Glad 
he  was  when,  at  length,  after  this  wild  race,  he  be- 
held the  holy  man  who  nad  led 'it  standing  in  front  of 
a  cavern,  with  a  large  torch  in  his  hand,  composed  of 
a  piece  of  wood  dipt  in  bitumen,  which  caat  a  broad 
and  flickering  light,  and  emitted  a  strong  sulphureous 
smelL 

Undeterred  by  the  stifling  vapour,  the  knight  threw 
himaelf  from  hia  horse  and  entered  the  cavern,  which 
afforded  small  appearance  of  accommodation.  The 
cell  waa  divided  into  two  parts,  in  the  outward  of 
which  were  an  altar  of  atone,  and  a  crucifix  made 
of  reeda :  Thia  served  the  anchorite  for  his  chapeL 
On  one  aide  of  this  outward  cave  the  Christian 
knight,  though  not  without  scruple,  arising  from  re- 
ligious reverence  to  the  objects  around,  faatened  up 
hia  horae,  and  arranged  him  for  the  night,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  Saracen,  who  gave  him  to  underatand  that 
such  waa  the  cuatom  of  the  place.  The  hermit,  mean 
while,  waa  buaied  putting  hia  inner  apartment  in 
order  to  receive  hisguest&  and  there  they  aoon  joined 
him.  At  the  bottom  of  the  outer  cave,  a  amall  aper- 
ture, closed  with  a  door  of  rough  plank,  led  into  the 
sleeping-apartment  of  the  hermit,  which  was  mora 
commodious.  The  floor  had  been  brought  to  a  rough 
level  by  the  labour  of  the  inhabitant,  and  then  atrewed 
with  white  aand,  which  he  daily  rorinkled  with  water 
from  a  small  fountain  which  buboled  put  of  the  rock 
in  one  comer,  afibrding,  in  that  stifling  climate,  re* 
freshment  alike  to  the  ear  and  the  taate.  Mattresses, 
wrought  of  twisted  flaga,  lav  by  the  aide  of  the  cell; 
the  aidea,  like  the  floor,  had  been  roughly  brought  to 
ahapoi  and  aeveral  herbs  and  flowera  were  hung 
around  them.  Two  waxen  torches,  which  the  hermit 
lighted,  gave  a  cheerful  air  to  the  place,  which  was 
rendered  agreeable  by  its  fragrance  and  coolness. 

There  were  implements  of  labour  in  one  comer  of 
the  apartment,  in  the  other  was  a  niche  for  a  rude 
statue  of  the  Virgin.  A  table  and  two  chain  ahowed 
that  they  muat  be  the  handiwork  of  the  anchorite^ 
beine;  different  in  their  form  from  Oriental  accom- 
mooations.  The  former  was  covered,  not  only  with 
reeds  snd  pulse,  but  also  with  dried  flesh,  which 
Theodorick  assiduously  plsced  in  such  arrangement 
as  should  invite  the  appetite  of  hia  gueata.  This 
appearance  of  courtesy,  thoudh  mute,  and  expreaaed 
by  gesture  only,  seemed  to  Sir  Kenneth  something 
entirely  irreconcilable  with  hia  former  wild  and 
violent  demeanour.  The  movements  Of  the  hermit 
were  now  become  composed^  and  apparently  it  was 
only  a  sense  of  reli^ous  humiliation  which  prevented 
'  his  features,  emaciated  as  they  were  bv  his  austere 
mode  ef  life,  from  being  majestic  and  noble.  He  trode 
his  ceU,  as  one  who  seemed  bom  to  rule  over  men, 
but  who  had  abdicated  his  empire  to  become  the  ser- 
vant of  Heaven.  Still,  it  must  be  allowed  that  hia 
gigantic  aize,  the  length  of  his  unshaven  locks  and 
beard,  and  the  fire  of  a  deep-set  and  wild  eye,  were 
rather  attributes  of  a  aoldier  than  of  a  recluse. 

Even  the  Saracen  aeemed  to  regard  the  anchorite 
widi  some  veneration,  while  he  was  thus  employed, 
and  he  whispered  in  a  low  tone  to  Sir  Kenneth 
"  The  Hamako  is  now  in  his  better  mind,  but  he  will 
not  speak  until  we  have  eaten— auch  ia  his  vow." 

It  was  in  silence,  accord  iiigly,  that  Theodorick 
motioned  to  the  Scot  to  take  hia  place  on  one  of  the 
k)w  chaira,  while  Sheerkohf  placed  himself,  sAer  the 
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custom  of  hifl  nation,  upon  a  cuBbion  of  mats.  Tbe 
tiermit  then  held  up  both  bands,  as  if  blessing  the 
refreshment  which  be  had  placed  before  his  guests, 
and  they  proceeded  to  eat  in  silence  as  profound  as 
his  own.  To  the  Saracen  this  gravity  was  natural, 
and  the  Christian  imitated  his  taciturnity,  while  he 
employed  his  thoughts  on  the  singularity  of  his  own 
situation,  and  the  contrast  betwixt  the  wild,  furious 
gesticulations,  loud  cries,  and  fierce  actions  of  Theo- 
dorick,  when  they  first  met  him,  and  the  demure, 
solemn,  decorous  assiduity  with  which  he  now  per- 
formed the  duties  of  hospitality. 

When  their  meal  was  ended,  the  hermit,  who  had 
not  himself  eaten  a  morsel,  removed  the  fragments 
fiom  the  table,  and  placing  before  the  Saracen  a 
pitcher  of  sherbet,  assigned  to  the  Scot  a  fiask  of 
wine. 

"Drink,"  he  said,  "my  children,"— they  were  the 
firet  words  he  had  spoken,—"  the  gifts  of  God  are  to 
he  enjoyed,  when  the  Griver  is  remembered." 

Having  said  this,  he  retired  to  the  outward  cell, 
probably  for  performance  of  his  devotions,  and  left 
nis  guests  together  in  the  inner  apartment ;  when  Sir 
Kenneth  endeavoured,  by  various  questions,  to  draw 
from  Sheerkohf  what  that  Emir  knew  concerning  his 
host.  He  was  interested  by  more  than  mere  curiosity 
in  these  inquiries.  Difficult  as  it  was  to  reconcile  the 
outrageous  demeanour  of  tbe  recluse  at  bis  first  ap- 
pearance^ to  his  present  humble  and  placid  behaviour. 
It  seemed  yet  more  impossible  to  thmk  it  consistent 
with  the  nigh  consideration  in  which,  according  to 
what  Sir  Kenneth  had  learned,  this  hermit  was  held 
by  the  most  enlightened  divines  of  the  Christian 
world.  Theodorick,  the  hermit  of  Engaddj,  had,  in 
that  character,  been  the  correspondent  of  popes  and 
councils :  to  whom  his  letters,  full  of  eloquent  fer- 
vour, had  described  the  miseries  imposed  by  the  un- 
believers upon  the  Latin  Christians  m  the  Holy  Land, 
in  coloQis,  scarce  inferior  to  those  employed  at  the 
Council  of  Clermont  by  the  Hermit  Peter,  when  he 
preached  the  fint  Crusade.  To  find,  in  a  person  so 
reverend,  and  so  much  revered,  the  frantic  gestures 
of  a  mad  fakir,  induced  the  Christian  knight  to  pause 
ere  he  could  resolve  to  communicate  to  nim  certain 
important  matters,  which  he  had  in  charge  from  some 
of  the  leaden  of  tbe  Crusade. 

It  had  been  a  main  object  of  Sir  Kenneth's  pil- 
grimage, attempted  by  a  route  so  unusual,  to  make 
such  communications ;  but  what  he  had  that  night 
seen  induced  him  to  pause  and  reflect  ere  hepro- 
ceeded  to  the  execution  of  his  commissbn.  From 
the  Emir  he  could  not  extract  much  information, 
but  the  general  tenor  was  as  follows :— That,  as  he 
had  heard,  the'  hermit  had  been  once  a  brave  and 
valiant  soldier,  wise  in  cotmcil,  and  fortunate  in 
battle,  which  last  he  could  easily  believe  from  the 
great  strength  and  agility  which  oe  had  often  seen 
nim  display;— that  he  had  appeared  at  Jerusalem 
in  the  character  not  of  a  pilgnm,  but  in  that  of  one 
who  had  devoted  himself  to  dwell  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  in  the  Holy  Land.  Shortly  afterwards, 
he  fixed  his  residence  amid  the  scenes  of  desolation 
where  they  now  found  him.  respected  by  the  Latins 
for  his  austere  devotion,  and  by  the  Turks  and  Arabs 
on  account  of  the  symptoms  of  insanity  which  he 
displayed,  and  which  thev  ascribed  to  inspiration.  It 
was  from  them  he  had  tne  name  of  Hamako,  which 
expresses  such  a  character  in  the  Turkish  langusge. 
Sheerkohf  himself  seemed  at  a  loss  how  to  rank 
their  host.  He  had  been,  he  said,  a  wise  man,  and 
could  often  for  many  houra  together  speak  lessons  of 
virtue  or  wisdom,  without  the  slightest  appearance 
of  inaccuracy.  At  other  times  he  was  wild  and  vio- 
lent, but, never  before  bad  he  seen  him  so  mischie- 
vously disposed  as  he  had  that  day  appeared  to  be. 
His  rage  was  chiefly  provoked  by  any  afllront  to  his 
nlimon ;  and  there  was  a  story  of  some  wandering 
Arabs,  who  had  insulted  hie  worship  and  defaced  his 
altar,  and  whom  he  had  on  that  account  attacked 
and  slain  with  the  short  flail,  which  be  carried  with 
him  in  lieu  of  all  other  weapons.  This  incident  had 
made  a  cpreat  noise,  and  it  was  as  much  the  fear  of 
tbe  hermit's  iron  flail,  as  regard  for  his  character  as  a 
Hamako,  which  caused  the  roving  tribes  to  legpect 


his  dwelling  and  his  chapel.  His  fame  had  apread  ao 
far,  that  Saladin  had  issued  particular  orders  that  he 
should  be  spared  and  protected.  He  himself  and 
other  Moslem  lords  of  rank,  had  visited  the  cell  more 
than  once,  partly  from  curiosity,  partly  that  they 
expected  from  a  man  so  learned  as  the  Chiisttan 
Hamako.  some  insight  into  the  secrets  of  futurity. 
"He  had,"  continued  the  Saracen,  "a  rashid,  or 
observatory,  of  great  height,  contrived  to  view  the 
heavenly  bodies,  and  particularly  the  planetary  sys- 
tem; by  whose  movements  and  influences,  as  both 
Christian  and  Moslem  believed,  the  course  of  human 
events  was  r^;ulated,  and  might  be  predicted." 

This  was  the  substance  of  the  Emir  SheerkohTs 
information,  and  it  left  Sir  lien ncth  in  doubt  whether 
the  character  of  insanity  arose  from  the  occaakmal 
excessive  fervour  of  the  hermit's  zeal,  or  whether  it 
was  not  altogether  fictitious,  and  assumed  for  the 
sake  of  tbe  immunities  which  it  afforded.  Tet  it 
seemed  that  the  infidels  had  carried  their  complai- 
sance towards  him  to  an  uncommon  length,  comi- 
dering  the  fanaticism  of  the  followers  of  Moo  am  m^ 
in  the  midst  of  whom  he  was  living,  though  the  nio- 
fessed  enemjr  of  their  faith.  He  thought  also  tnere 
was  more  intimacy  of  acquaintance  between  the  tier- 
mi  t  and  the  Saracen,  than  the  words  of  the  latter  had 
induced  him  to  anticipate;  and  it  had  not  eacaped 
him,  that  the  former  bad  called  the  latter  by  a  name 
different  from  that  which  he  himself  had  assumed. 
All  these  considerations  authorized  caution,  if  not 
suspicion.  He  determined  to  observe  his  host  closely, 
ana  not  to  be  over  hasty  in  communicating  wiUi  him 
on  the  important  charge  intrusted  to  him. 

"  Beware,  Saracen,  ne  said ;  "  metbinks  our  boat's 
imagination  wanders  as  well  on  the  subject  of  names 
as  upon  other  matters.  Thy  name  is  Sneeokahfi  and 
he  called  thee  but  now  by  another." 

"My  name,  when  in  the  tent  of  my  father,"  replied 
tbeKurdman,  "was  Uderin^  and  by  this  I  am  siill 
distinguished  by  many.  In  the  field,  and  to  Boldierts  1 
am  known  as  the  Lion  of  the  3Iountain,  being  the 
name  my  good  sword  hath  won  for  me.— But  hush, 
the  Hamako  comes— it  is  to  warn  us  to  rest— 1 
know  his  custom— none  must  watch  him  at  his 
vigUs." 

The  anchorite  accordingly  entered,  and  folding  hu 
arms  on  his  bosom  as  he  stood  before  diem,  said  with 
a  solemn  voice,— "Blessed  be  His  name,  who  hath' 
appointed  the  quiet  night  to  follow  the  busy  day,  and 
the  calm  sleep  to  refresh  the  wearied  limba,  and  to 
compose  the  troubled  spirit !" 

Both  waniore  replied  "  Amen  1"  and,  arising  from 
the  table,  prepared  to  parttke  therasielves  to  the 
couches,  which  their  host  indicated  by  waving  his 
hand,  as,  making  a  reverence  to  each,  he  again  witli- 
drew  from  the  imartment 

The  King  of  tbe  Leopard  then  disarmed  bimaelf  of 
his  heavy  panoply,  his  Saracen  companion  kindly 
assisting  him  to  undo  his  buckler  and  clasps,  until  he 
remained  in  the  close  dress  of  chamois  lea tner,  which 
knights  and  men-at-arms  used  to  wear  under  ther 
harness.  The  Saracen,  if  he  had  admired  the  strength 
of  his  adveraarv  when  sheathed  in  steel,  was  now  no 
less  stmck  with  the  accuracy  of  proportbn  displajmi 
in  his  nervous  and  well-compacted  figure.  The  knight, 
on  the  other  hand,  as,  in  exchange  of  courtesy,  he 
assisted  the  Saracen  to  disrobe  himself  pf  his  upper 
garments,  that  he  might  sleep  with  more  conve- 
nience, was  on  his  side  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  ancfa 
slender  proportions,  and  slimness  of  fiffure,  could  be 
reconciled  with  the  vigour  he  had  displayed  in  per- 
sonal contest. 

Each  warrior  prayed,  ere  he  addressed  himaelf  p 
his  place  of  rest  The  Moslem  turned  towards  bis 
kebla,  the  point  to  which  the  prayer  of  each  follower 
of  the  Prophet  was  to  be  addressed^  and  murmured 
his  heathen  orisons,  while  the  Cbrisnan,  withdrawing 
from  the  contamination  of  the  infidel's  neiqgfaboea'- 
hood,  placed  his  huge  cross-handled  sword  uprighL 
and  kneeling  before  it  as  the  sign  of  salvation,  tola 
his  rosary  with  a  devotbn  which  was  enhanced  bv 
the  recollection  of  the  scenes  through  which  he  bad 
passed,  and  the  dangere  from  which  he  had  been 
rescued  in  the  course  of  the  dsy.  Both  warriors,  worn 
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by  tofl  and  travel,  were  soon  £i8t  asleep^  each  on  hie 
i^entepaUec. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

KuAKiiL  the  Scot,  was  anoertain  how  long  his 
Dsea  bad  been  lost  in  profound  repoae,  when  he  was 
raosed  to  recollection  by  a  sense  oroppiesnon  on  liis 
cfaeet,  which  at  first  siunpested  a  flitting  dream  of 
tmapifW.  with  a  powerful  opponent,  and  at  length 
lecaHed  mm  fully  to  his  senses.  He  wna  about  to 
demand  wno  was  there,  when,  opening  his  eyes,  he 
beheld  the  figure  of  the  anchorite,  wild  and  savage- 
looking  as  we  have  described  him.  standing  by  his 
bedside,  and  pieasxnff  his  right  band  upon  his  breast, 
vfaile  he  held  a  small  silver  lamp  in  the  other. 

**  Be  silent,"  said  the  hermit,  as  the  prostrate  knight 
looked  op  in  surprise ;  "  I  have  that  to  say  to  you 
which  yonder  inndel  must  not  hear." 

The  words  he  spoke  in  the  French  language,  and 
not  in  the  Lingua  Franca,  or  compound  of  Eastern 
and  Ruiopean  dialects^  which  had  hitherto  been  used 
amongst  them. 

''Arises,"  be  continued,  "nut  on  thy  mantle— speak 
ao^  bat  tread  lightly,  and  follow  me." 
Sir  Kenneth  arose,  and  took  his  sword. 
"It  needs  not,"  answered  the  anchorite,  in  a  whis- 
per: **'  we  are  going  where  spiritual  arms  avail  much, 
and  fleshly  weapons  are  but  as  the  reed  and  the  de- 
caied  Kourd." 

The  KJiigfat  deposited  his  sword  by  the  bedside  as 
before,  ana.  armed  only  with  his  dagger,  from  which 
io  this  perilous  ooimtnr  he  never  parted,  prepared  to 
attend  nia  mysterious  host. 

The  hermit  then  moved  slowly  forwards,  and  was 
ftHovwed  by  the  knight,  still  under  some  imcertainty 
vheiher  the  dark  form  which  glided  on  before  to  show 
htm  the  path,  was  not,  in  fact,  the  creation  of  a  dis- 
tiohed  dream.    They  passed,  like  shadows,,  into  the 
OQter  apartment,  without  disturbing  the  paynim  Emir. 
who  lay  still  buried  in  repose.    Before  the  cross  and 
tltar^  in  the  outward  room,  a  lamp  was  still  burning, 
araiasal  was  displayed,  and  on  the  floor  lay  a  disci- 
pine  or  penitential  scourge  of  small  cord  and  wire, 
tht  laahi*ff  of  which  were  recently  stained  with  blood, 
» taken,  no  doubt,  of  the  severe  penance  of  the  re- 
doK.    llere  Theodorick  kneeled  down,  and  pointed 
to  the  knight  to  take  his  place  beside  him  upon  the 
thar^  ffint£L  which  seemed  placed  for  the  purpose  of 
lenderins  tne  posture  of  reverential  devotion  as  uneasy 
aa  posdble :  ne  read  many  prayers  of  the  Catholic 
Chsrcfa,  and  chanted,  in  a  low  but  earnest  voice,  three 
of  the  penitential  psalms.    These  last  he  intermixed 
with  aigfaa  and  tears,  and  convulsive  throbs,  which 
bore  witness  how  deeply  he  felt  the  divine  poetry 
which  he  recited.    The  Scottish  knight  assisted  with 
profoand  sinoerity  at  these  acta  of  devotion,  his  opin- 
of  hia  host  beginning,  in  the  mean  tim&  to  be  so 
.  h  chan^sd,  that  he  doubted  whether,  from  the 
^  reriiy  of  hia  penance,  and  the  ardoiu'  of  hisprajrers, 
be  oagnt  not  to  regard  him  as  asaiot;  and  when  they 
araaenon  thegronnd,  he  stood  with  reverence  before 
fauB,  as  a  ptipil  oefore  an  honoured  master.    The  her- 
ntc  was  on  his  sale  silent  and  abstracted,  for  the 
a^aee  of  a  few  miirates. 

"  Look  into  yonder  recess  my  son,"  he  said,  point- 
ing to  the  farther  comer  of  the  cell ;  "  there  thou  wilt 
hod  a  vdl— bring  it  hither." 

the  kmght  obeyed;  and,  in  a  small  aperture  cut 
oat  of  the  walL  and  secured  with  a  door  of  wicker, 
kafoond  the  ved  inquired  for.  When  he  brought  it 
to  the  l«ht,  he  discovered  that  it  was  torn,  and  8<^d 
in  some  plaoes  with  some  dark  substance.  The 
iocborite  looked  at  it  with  a  deep  but  smothered 
eooooo,  and  eie  he  ooold  apeak  to  the  Scottish 
kofiftU  waa  oompdled  to  yent  his  feelings  in  a  con- 

"TlKmiut  now  about  to  look  upon  the  richest 
tnuun  that  the  earth  possesses,"  he  at  length  said : 
•^irois  me,  that  my  wee  are  unworthy  to  ^e  lifted 
JmnS»  ir 7  Alas  1  1  am  but  the  vile  and  despised 
S^which  points  out  to  the  wearied  travelkr  a  har- 
Sr  of  rest  and  secunty,  but  must  itself  remain  for 


ever  without  doors.  In  vain  have  I  fled  to  the  very 
depths  of  the  rocks,  and  the  very  bosom  of  the  thirsty 
desert  Mine  enemy  hath  found  me— even  he  \^hom 
I  have  denied  has  pursued  me  to  my  fortresses  I" 

He  paused  again  for  a  moment,  and  turning  to  the 
Scottish  knight,  said  in  a  firmer  tone  of  voice.  "  You 
brine  me  a  greetinjg  from  Richard  of  Englana  V* 

*'  1  come  from  the  Council  of  Christian  Piincai," 
said  the  knight ;  "but  the  King  of  England  being 
indisposed,  I  am  not  honoured  with  hia  Majesty's 
commands." 
"Your  token  ?"  demanded  the  recluse. 
Sir  Kenneth  hesitated— former  suspicions,  and  the 
marks  of  insanity  which  the  hermit  had  formerly 
exhibited,  rashed  suddenly  on  his  thoughts ;  but  how 
pumect  a  man  whose  manners  were  so  saintly? — 
"  My  pass-word,"  he  said  at  length,  "  is  this— lungs 
begged  of  a  beggar."  ^ 

"  It  is  right/'  said  the  hermit,  while  he  paused ; 
"  I  know  you  well ;  but  the  sentinel  upon  his  post— 
and  mine  is  an  important  one— challenges  friend  as 
well  as  foe." 

He  then  moved  forward  with  the  lamp,  leading  the 
way  into  the  room  which  they  had  left.  The  Saracen 
lay  on  his  couch,  still  fast  asleep.  The  hermit  paused 
by  his  side,  and  looked  down  on  him. 

"  He  sleeps."  he  said,  "  in  darkness,  and  must  not 
be  awakened." 

The  attitude  of  the  Emir  did  indeed  convey  the  idea 
of  profound  repose.  One  arm,  flung  across  his  body, 
as  he  lay  with  his  face  half  turned  to  the  wall,  con- 
cealed, with  its  loose  and  long  sleeve,  tb)  greater 
part  of  his  face;  but  the  high  forehead  was  yet  visible. 
Its  nerves,  which  during  his  walling  hours  wore  so 
uncommonly  active,  were  now  motionless,  as  if  the 
face  had  been  composed  of  dark  marble,  and  bis  long 
silken  eyelashes  closed  over  his  piercing  and  hawk- 
like eyee.  The  open  and  relaxed  hand,  and  the  deep, 
regular,  and  soft  breathing,  gave  all  tokens  of  the 
most  profound  repose.  The  slumberer  formed  a  sin- 
gular group  along  with  the  tall  forms  of  the  hermit 
m  his  shaggy  dress  of  goat-skins,  bearing  the  lamp, 
and  the  knignt  in  his  close  leathern  coat ;  the  former 
with  an  austere  expression  of  ascetic  gloom,  the  latter 
with  anxious  curiosity  deeply  impressed  on  his  manly 
features. 

"  He  sleeps  sotmdly,"  said  the  hermit,  in  the  same 
low  tone  as  brfore,  and  repeating  the  words,  though 
he  had  changed  the  meaning  from  that  which  is  literal 
to  a  metaphorical  sense,— "He  sleeps  in  darkness,  but 
there  shall  be  for  him  a  day-spring.— O,  Ilderim.  Uiy 
waking  thoughts  are  yet  as  vain  and  wild  as  those 
which  are  wheeling  their  giddy  dance  through  thy 
sleeping  brain :  but  the  trumpet  shall  be  heard,  and 
the  dream  shall  be  dissolved." 

"  So  saying,  and  making  the  knight  a  sign  to  follow 
him^  the  hermit  went  towards  the  altar,  and,  passing 
behmd  it,  pressed  a  spring,  which,  opening  without 
noise,  showed  a  small  iron  door  wrought  in  the  side 
of  the  cavem,  so  as  to  be  almost  iinperoeptible,  unless 
upon  the  most  severe  scratiny.  liie  bermiL  ere  he 
ventured  fiilly  to  open  the  door,  dropt  some  oil  on  the 
hinge^  which  the  lamp  supplied.  A  small  staiicasei 
hewn  m  the  rock,  was  discovered,  when  the  iron  door 
WBB  at  length  completely  opened. 

"  Take  the  veil  which  I  hold,"  said  the  hermit,  in  a 
melancholy  tone,  "  and  blind  mine  eyes ;  for  I  may 
not  look  on  the  treasure  which  thou  art  presently  to 
behold,  without  sin  and  prestunption." 

Without  reply,  the  kiiight  hastily  muffled  the  la- 
cluse's  head  in  the  veil,  and  the  latter  began  to  ascend 
the  staircase  as  one  too  much  accustomed  to  the  way 
to  require  the  use  of  light,  while  at  the  same  time  ha 
held  the  lamp  to  the  Scot,  who  followed  him  for 
many  steps  up  the  narrow  ascent  At  length  they 
rested  in  a  small  vault  of  nregular  form,  in  one  nook 
of  which  the  staircase  terminated,  while  in  another 
corner  a  oorresponding  stair  was  seen  to  continue 
the  ascent  In  a  third  angle  was  a  Gothic  door,  very 
rudely  ornamented  with  the  usual  attributes  of  clus- 
tered columns  and  carving;  and  defended  by  a  wicket, 
strongly  guarded  with  iron,  and  studded  with  large 
nails.  To  this  last  point  the  hermit  directed  his  steps, 
which  seemed  to  falter  &s  be  approached  it. 
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'*  Pat  off  thy  ahoea,"  he  said  to  hif  atteDdant ;  "  the 

Sound  on  which  thou  atandest  is  holr.  Baniah  from 
y  tonermost  heart  each  profane  and  carnal  thoa|d>tt 
lor  to  harbour  auch  while  m  thia  place,  were  a  deadly 
impiety." 

The  knight  laid  aaide  hia  shoea  aa  he  waa  com- 
manded, and  the  hermit  atood  in  the  mean  while  aa  if 
communing  with  his  aool  in  aecret  praver,  and  when 
he  again  moved,  commanded  the  knisnt  to  knock  at 
the  wicket  three  dmea.  He  did  so.  The  door  opened 
apontaneoualy,  at  leaat  Sir  Kenneth  beheld  no  on& 
and  hia  aenaea  were  at  once  aaaailed  by  a  atream  or 
the  pureat  light,  and  by  a  strong  and  almost  oppress- 
ive aenae  of  the  richest  perfumes.  He  stepped  two  or 
three  paces  back,  and  it  was  the  space  of  a  minute  ere 
he  recovered  the  dazzling  and  overpowering  effects  of 
the  sudden  change  from  darkness  to  light 
,  When  he  entered  the  apartment  in  which  this  bril- 
liant lustre  was  displayed,  he  perceived  that  the  light 
proceeded  from  a  combination  of  silver  lamps,  fed 
with  purest  oiJL  and  sending  forth  the  richest  odours, 
hanging  by  silver  chains  from  the  roof  of  a  amall 
Qotnic  chapel,  hewn,  like  most  part  of  the  hermit's 
•ingular  manaton,  out  of  the  aound  and  solid  rock. 
But,  whereaa,  in  every  other  place  which  Sir  Kenneth 
bad  aeen,  the  labour  employed  upon  the  rock  had  been 
of  the  simplest  and  coarsest  description,  it  had  in  this 
chapel  employed  the  invention  ana  the  chiaela  of  the 
most  able  arehltecte.  The  groined  roois  rose  from  six 
columns  on  each  side,, carved  with  the  rarest  skill; 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  crossings  of  the  con- 
cave arches  were  bound  together,  as  it  were,  with 
appropriate  ornaments,  were  all  in  the  finest  tone  of 
the  architecture,  and  of  the  age.  Corresponding  to 
the  line  of  pillara,  there  were  on  each  side  six  richly 
wrought  niches,  each  of  which  contained  the  image 
of  one  of  the  twelve  apoetlea. 

At  the  upper  and  eastern  end  of  the  chapel  stood 
the  altar,  behind  which  a  very  rich  curtain  of  Persian 
silk,  embroidered  deeply  with  gold,  covered  a  recess, 
containing,  unquestionably,  some  image  or  relic  of  no 
ordinary  sanctity,  in  bonoar  of  whom  this  singular 
place  of  worship  had  been  erected.  Under  the  per- 
suasion that  this  must  be  the  case,  the  knight  ad- 
vanced to  the  shrine,  and  kneeling  down  before  it, 
repeated  his  devotions  with  fervency,  during  which 
his  attention  was  disturbed  by  the  curtain  being  sud- 
denly raised,  or  rather  pulled  asida  how  or  by  whom 
be  saw  not ;  but  in  the  niche  which  was  thus  dis- 
eased, he  beheld  a  cabinet  of  silver  and  ebony,  with 
a  double  folding  door,  the  whole  formed  into  the 
miniature  resemolanoe  of  a  Gbthic  church. 

As  he  gazed  with  anxious  curiosity  on  the  shrine, 
the  two  folding  doora  also  flew  open,  discovering  a 
large  piece  or  wood,  on  which  were  blazoned  the 
words  VxaA  Caux,  at  the  same  time  a  choir  of  female 
voices  sung  Gloria  .Patsi.  The  instant  the  strain 
had  ceased,  the  shrine  was  closed,  and  the  curtain 
■ipin  drawn,  and  the  knight  who  knelt  at  the  altar 
might  now  continue  hia  devotions  undisturbed,  in  hon- 
our of  the  holy  relic  which  had  been  juat  disclosed  to 
hia  view.  He  did  this  under  the  profound  impres- 
sion of  one  who  had  witneaaed,  with  his  own  eyes, 
an  awful  evidence  of  the  truth  of  his  reli^on,  and  it 
was  some  time  ere,  concluding  his  orisons,  he  arose^ 
and  venmred  to  look  around  him  for  the  hermit,  who 
bad  guided  him  to  this  sacred  and  mysterious  spot 
He  beheld  him,  his  head  still  muffled  in  the  veil,  which 
he  had  himself  wrapped  around  it  couching;  like  a 
rated  hound,  upon  the  threshold  of  the  chapel ;  but, 
^ypBrenlly,  without  venturing  to  cross  it :  the  holiest 
reverence,  the  most  penitential  remorse,  was  ex- 
pressed by  his  posture,  which  seemed  that  of  a  man 
borne  down  and  cniahed  to  the  earth  by  the  burden 
of  his  inward  feelings.  It  seemed  to  the  Scot,  that 
onlythe  sense  of  the  deepest  penitence,  remorse,  and 
humiliation,  could  havo  thus  prostrated  a  frame  so 
strong,  and  a  spirit  so  fiery. 

He  approached  him  as  u  to  B|>eak,  but  the  reclifte 
anticipated  his  purpose,  murmuring  in  stifled  tones, 
from  beneath  the  fold  in  which  his  need  was  muffled, 
and  which  sounded  like  a  voice  proceeding  from  the 
cerements  of  a  corpse,—**  Abide,  abide-~happy  thou 
that  mayst^ihe  vision  is  not  yet  ended.'*-*So  saying, 


he  reared  himself  frDm  the  ground,  drew  back  fiom 
the  threshold  on  which  he  had  hitherto  lain  prostntet 
and  closed  the  door  of  the  chapel,  which,  secorod  Iwa 
spring  bolt  within,  the  snap  of  vrfaich  reaouoded 
through  the  place,  appeared  so  much  like  a  pan  of 
the  living  rock  from  which  the'  cavern  was  hewn, 
that  Kenneth  could  hardly  discern  where  the  apertnw 
had  been.  He  waa  now  alono  in  the  lighted  chapd, 
which  contained  the  relic  to  which  he  had  lately    ~ 


dered  his  homage,  without  other  arma  than  hia  daggo: 
or  other  companion  than  his  pious  thoughts  and 
dauntless  courage. 

Uncertain  what  was  next  to  happen,  bnt  leeolveB 
to  abide  the  course  of  events.  Sir  Kenneth  paced  the 
solitary  chapel,  till  about  the  time  of  the  earliest 
cock-crowing.  At  this  dead  season,  when  night  and 
morning  met  together,  he  heard,  but  from  what  quar- 
ter he  could  not  discover,  the  sound  of  such  a  small 
silver  bell  as  ia  rung  at  the  elevation  of  the  host  in 
the  ceremony,  or  sacrifice,  as  it  has  been  called,  of 
the  mass.  The  hour  and  the  place  rendered  the  aoimi 
fearfully  solemn,  and,  bold  as  he  was,  the  knight 
withdrew  himselJT  into  the  farther  nook  of  the  chapel, 
at  the  end  opposite  to  the  altar,  in  order  to  obaem; 
without  interruption,  the  conaequences  of  diis  unex- 
pected signal. 

He  did  not  wait  long  ere  the  silken  cortain  was 
again  withdrawn,  and  the  relic  again  presented  to 
hia  view.  As  he  sunk  reverentially  on  his  knee,  he 
heard  the  aound  of  the  lauds,  or  earliest  office  of  the 
Catholic  church,  aong  by  female  voices,  which  united 
together  in  the  performance  aa  they  had  done  in  the 
former  aervice.  The  knight  was  spon  aware  that  the 
voices  were  no  longer  stationary  in  the  distance^  but 
approached  the  chapel  and  became  louder,  when  a 
door,  imperceptible  when  closed,  Uke  that  by  which 
he  had  himself  entered,  opened  on  the  other  aide  of 
the  vault  and  gave  the  tones  of  the  choir  more  room 
to  swell  along  the  ribbed  arches  of  the  roof. 

The  knight  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  opcmng  with 
breathless  anxiety,  and,  continuing  to  kneel  m  the 
attitude  of  devotion  which  the  place  and  scene  r»- 
quired,  expected  the  consequence  of  these  prepam- 
tions.  A  processbn  appeared  about  to  issue  from  the 
door.  First  four  beautiful  boys,  whose  arma,  neck, 
and  legs  were  bare,  showing  the  bronze  complexioa 
of  the  East,  and  contrasting  with  the  snow-whi» 
tunics  which  they  wore^  entered  the  chapel  by  two 
and  two.  The  nrat  pair  bore  censers,  which  they 
swuns  from  side  to  side,  addinff  double  fragranes  to 
the  odoura  with  which  the  cnapel  already  was  im- 
pregnated.   The  aecond  pair  acattered  flowera. 

After  these  followed,  in  due  and  majestic  order,  the 
females  who  composed  the  choir ;  six,  who,  from  their 
black  scapularies,  and  blsck  veils  over  their  white 
garments,  appeared  to  be  professed  nuns  of  the  order 
of  Mount  Carmel ;  and  as  many  whose  veils,  being 
white,  argued  them  to  be  novices,  or  occasional  iB> 
habitants  in  the  cloistM',  who  were  not  aa  yet  boond 
to  it  by  vows.  The  former  held  in  their  hands  tens 
rosariesi.  while  the  younger  and  lighter  figures  who 
followed,  carried  each  a  cbaplet  of  red  and  while 
roses.  They  moved  in  procession  around  the  chapaL 
without  appearing  to  take  the  slightest  notice  of 
Kenneth,  although  paasing  ao  near  him  that  their 
robea  almost  touched  him ;  while  they  continued  ID 
aing,  the  knight  doubted  not  that  he  was  in  one  of 
those  cloiaiera  where  the  noble  Christian  maidens 
had  formerly  openty  devoted  themaelvea  to  the  ssr- 
vicea  of  the  church.    Moat  of  them  had  been  sqp* 

{>res8ed  since  the  Mahometana  had  reeonqoered  Pli- 
estine,  but  many,  purchasing  connivance  by  pressot% 
or  receiving  it  from  the  clemency  or  contempt  of  the 
victora^  still  continued  to  observe  in  private  the  ritual 
to  which  their  vowa  had  conaecnted  them.  Vet, 
though  Kenneth  knew  thia  to  be  the  caae,  the  eoleai- 
nity  of  the  place  and  hour,  the  aurprise  at  the  niddea 
appearance  of  theae  votreaaea,  a  nd  the  visionafy  man- 
ner in  which  they  moved  paat  him.  had  such  inflnsaes 
on  his  imaginanon^  that  he  could  scarce  oonoeifv 
that  the  fair  proceaaion  which  he  beheld  was  fenned 
of  creaturea  of  thia  world,  so  much  did  they  reaanbto 
a  choir  of  supernatural  bein^  rendering  nama§s  lo 
the  omversarobjeci  of  adoration. 
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Sttch  was  the  knisht's  first  idea,  aa  the  procesaioa 
paaed  him,  scarce  moving,  save  jost  sumcieDlIy  to 
eoQUnue  their  progress;  so  that,  seen  by  the  sha- 
dowy and  religious  light,  which  the  lamps  shed 
through  the  clouds  of  mcense  which  darkened  the 
apartment,  they  appeared  rather  to  glide  than  to  walk. 

Bat  aa  a  second  time,  in  surrounding  the  chapel, 
tbef  passed  the  spot  on  which  he  kneel^  one  of  the 
whiie>BtoIed  maidens,  as  she  glided  by  himi  detached 
from  the  ehaplet  which  she  carried,  a  rosebud,  which 
dioR>ed  from  her  fingers,  perhaps  unconscioiisly,,  on 
the  foot  of  Sir  Kenneth.  The  knight  started  as  if  a 
dart  had  suddoily  struck  his  person;  for,  when  the 
mind  is  wound  up  to  a  hi^h  pitch  of  feeling  and  ex- 
pectatnn,  the  slightest  incident,  if  unexpected,  gives 
fin  to  tnie  train  which  imagination  has  already  laid. 
But  he  suppressed  his  emotion,  recollecting  how  easily 
an  inodcnt  so  indifiereot  might  have  happened,  and 
that  it  was  only  the  uniform  monotony  of  the  move- 
Bsent  of  the  choristers,  which  made  the  incident  in 
the  slijBihtest  degree  remarkable. 

StilC  while  the  procession,  for  the  third  time,  sur- 
roondcKl  the  chapel,  the  thoughts  and  the  eyes  of 
Kenneth  followed  exclusively  the  one  among  the  no- 
vices who  had  dropped  the  rose-bud.  Her  step,  her 
&OQ,  her  form,  were  so  completely  assimilated  to  the 
net  of  the  choristov,  that  it  was  impossible  to  per- 
cetn  the  least  marks  of  individuality,  and  yet  Ken- 
neth's heart  throbbed  like  a  bird  that  would  burst 
from  its  cage,  as  if  to  assure  him,  by  its  sympathetic 
iogseetions,  that  the  female  who  held  the  right  file 
on  the  second  rank  of  the  novices,  was  dearer  to 
hinit  not  only  than  all  the  rest  that  were  present,  but 
diaa  the  whole  aex  besides.  The  romantic  passion 
of  love,  aa  it  was  cherished,  and  indeed  enjoined,  by 
the  rales  of  chivalry,  associated  well  with  the  no  less 
romantic  feelings  of  devotion ;  and  they  might  be  said 
uneh  more  to  enhance  than  to  counteract  each  other. 
It  wa&  therefore,  with  a  {(low  of  expectation,  that  had 
•omething  even  of  a  religious  character,  that  Sir  Ken- 
netb,  his  sensations  thnlline  from  his  heart  to  the 
ends  of  his  fingers,  expectedsome  second  sign  of  the 
pRseoce  of  one,  who,  he  strongly  faficied,  had  al- 
ready bestowed  on  him  the  first.  Short  as  the  space 
was  during  which  the  nrocession  again  completed  a 
third  perambulation  of  the  chapel,  it  seemed  an  eter- 
iiitj  to  Kenneth.  At  length  the  form,  which  he  had 
watdied  with  such  devoted  attention,  drew  nigh— 
there  was  no  difierenoe  betwixt  that  shrouded  figure 
and  the  others,  with  whom  it  moved  in  concert  and 
in  Bttison,  until,  jost  as  she  passed  for  the  third  time 
the  knedins  Crusader,  a  part  of  a  little  and  well- 
pfoportion^  hand,  so  beautifully  formed  as  to  give 
the  highest  idea  of  the  perfect  proportions  of  the  form 
tt>  which  it  belonged,  stole  through  the  folds  of  the 
BBoxe,  like  a  moonbeam  through  the  fleecy  cloud  of  a 
■ammer  night,  and  again  a  rose-bud  lay  at  the  feet  of 
tiieKnight  of  the  Leopard. 

'  B  second  intimation  could  not  be  accidental— it 

not  be  fortuitous  the  resemblance  of  that  half- 

but  beautiful  female  hand,  with  one  which  his 

ad  once  touched,  and,  while  they  touched  it,  had 

iniemally  sworn  allegiance  to  the  lovely  owner.  Had 

Bather  proof  been  wanting,  there  was  the  glimmer  of 

that  matchless  ruby  ring  on  that  snow-white  finger, 

wlioee  invaluable  worth  Kenneth  would  yet  have 

proed  less  than  the  slightest  sign  which  that  finger 

eoold  have  made— and,  veiled  too,  as  she  was.  tie 

might  aee,  by  chance,  or  by  favour,  a  stray  curl  or  the 

dark  tresses,  each  hair  of  which  was  dearer  to  him  a 

faondred  times  than  a  chain  of  massive  void.    It  was 

the  lady  of  his  lore  I   But  that  she  should  be  here— in 

the  aavace  and  sequestered  desert— among  vestals, 

who  rsDoered  themselves  habitants  of  wilds  and  of 
cavema,  that  they  might  perform  in  secret  those 

Chriscian  ritas  which  they  dared  not  assist  in  openly 
*^t  this  should  be  so— in  truth  and  in  reality— 
nemed  too  incredible— it  must  be  a  dream— a  delu- 
nve  trance  of  the  imagination.  While  these  thoughts 
ed  tlmnMh  the  mind  of  Kenneth,  the  same  pas- 
br  wbicD  the  procession  had  entered  the  chapel, 
MMfed  them  on  their  return.  The  young  sacristans, 
Ab  sable  nimfl*  vanished  successively  through  the 
MMQ  door — Bt  length  she  fiom  whom  ne  had  received 


this  double  intimation,  passed  also— yet,  in  pasaing, 
turned  her  head,  slightly  indeed,  but  perceptibly,  to- 
wards the  place  where  he  remained  fixed  as  an  image. 
He  marked  the  last  wave  of  her  veil— it  was  gone— 
and  a  darkness  sunk  upon  his  aoul,  scarce  less  palpa- 
ble than  that  which  almost  immediately  enveloped  his 
external  sense;  for  the  last  chorister  had  no  sooner 
crossed  the  threshold  of  the  door,  than  it  shut  with  a 
loud  sound,  and  at  the  same  instant  the  voices  of  the 
choi):  were  silent,  the  lights  of  the  chapel  were  at  once 
extinguished,  and  Sir  Kenneth  remained  solitary, 
and  in  total  darkness.  But  to  Kenneth,  solitude,  and 
darkness,  and  the  uncertainty  of  his  mysterious  situ- 
ation, were  as  nothing— he  thought  not  of  them— 
cared  not  for  them— cared  for  naught  in  the  world 
save  the  fiitting  viuon  which  had  Just  glided  past 
him,  and  the  tokens  of  her  favour  which  she  had  be- 
stowed. To  grope  on  the  floor  for  the  buds  which 
she  had  dropped— to  press  them  to  his  lips— to  hjs 
bosom— now  alternately,  now  together— to  rivet  his 
lips  to  the  cold  stones  on  which,  as  near  as  he  could 
judge,  she  had  so  lately  stept— to  play  all  the  extra- 
vagances which  strong  affection  suggests  and  vindi- 
cates to  those  who  yield  themselves  up  to  it,  were 
but  the  tokens  of  passionate  love^  common  to  all 
ages.  But  it  was  peculiar  to  the  urnes  of  chivalry, 
that  in  his  wildest  rapture  the  knight  imagined  of  no 
attempt  to  follow  or  to  trace  the  object  of  such  ro- 
mantic attachment :  that  be  thought  of  her  as  of  a 
deity,  who,  having  deigned  to  show  herself  for  an  in- 
stant to  her  devoted  worahipper,  had  again  returned 
to  the  darkness  of  her  sanctuary— or  as  an  influential 
planet,  which,  having  darted  in  some  auspicious  mi- 
nute one  favourable  ray,  wrapped  itself  again  in  its 
veil  of  mist.  The  motions  of  the  lady  of  his  love  were 
to  him  thosQ  of  a  superior  being,  who  was  to  move 
without  watch  or  control,  rejoice  him  by  her  appear- 
ance, or  depress  him  by  her  absence,  animate  him  by 
her  kindness,  or  drive  nim  to  despair  by  her  cruelty- 
all  at  her  own  free-wiU,  and  without  other  importu- 
nity or  remonstrance  than  that  expressed  by  the 
most  devoted  services  of  the  heart  and  sword  of  the 
champion,  whose  sole  object  in  life  was  to  fulfil  her 
commands,  and.  by  the  splendour  of  his  own  achieve- 
ments to  exalt  her  fame. 

Such  were  the  rules  of  chivalry,  and  of  the  love 
which  was  its  ruling  principle.  But  Sir  Kenneth's 
attachment  was  rendered  romantic  by  other  and  still 
more  peculiar  circumstances.  He  had  never  even 
heard  the  sound  of  his  lady's  voice,  though  he  had 
often  beheld  her  beauty  with  rapture.  She  moved  in 
a  circle,  which  his  rank  of  knighthood  permitted  him 
indeed  to  approach,  but  not  to  mingle  with :  and  highly 
as  he  stood  distinguished  for  wanike  skill  and  enter- 
prise, still  the  poor  Scottish  soldier  was  compellea  to 
worship  his  divinity  at  a  distance,  almost  as  great  as 
divides  the  Persian  fix)m  the  sun  which  he  adores. 
But  when  was  the  pride  of  woman  too  lofty  to 
overlook  the  passionate  devotion  of  a  lover,  however 
inferior  in  degree  1  Her  eye  has  been  on  him  in  the 
tournament,  her  ear  had  heard  his  praises  in  the  report 
of  the  battles  which  were  daily  fought ;  and  while 
count,  duke^  and  lord,  contended  for  her  grace,  it 
flowed,  unwillingly  perhaps  at  firet,  or  even  uncon- 
sciously, towards  the  poor  Knight  of  the  Leopard, 
who,  to  support  his  rank,  had  litde  besides  his  sword. 
When  she  looked,  and  when  she  listened,  the  lady  saw 
and  heard  enough  to  encourage  her  in  a  partiality, 
which  had  at  nret  crept  on  her  unawares.  If  a 
knight's  personal  beauty  was  praised^ven  the  moat 
prudish  dames  of  the  military  court  of  England  would 
make  an  exception  in  favour  of  the  Scottish  Kenneth ; 
and  it  oftentimes  happened,  that  notwithstanding 
the  very  considerable  largesses  which  princes  and 
peeav  bestowed  on  the  minstrels,  an  unpartial  spirit 
of  independence  would  seize  the  poet,  and  the  harp 
was  swept  to  the  heroism  of  one,  who  had  neither 
palfreys  nor  garments  to  bestow  in  guerdon  of  his 
applause. 

The  moments  when  she  listened  to  the  praises  of 
her  lover  became  gradually  more  and  more  dear  to  the 
high-bom  Edith,  relieving  the  flattery  with  which  her 
ear  was  weary,  and  presenting  to  her  a  subject  of 
secret  contemplation,  more  worthy,  as  he  seemed  by 
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sencnl  report,  than  those  whosarpa«ed  him  in  rank 
and  in  die  gifta  of  fortune.  Aa  her  attention  became 
oooatandy,  though  cantioualy,  filed  on  Sir  Kenneth, 
abe  grew  more  and  more  couTinced  of  hia  personal  de- 
votion to  herself^  and  more  and  more  certain  in  her 
mind,  that  in  Kenneth  of  Scothind  she  beheld  the  fitted 
knight  doomed  to  ahare  with  her  through  weal  and 
wo— and  the  proepect  looked  gloomy  and  dangeroua 
—the  passionate  attachment  to  which  the  poets  of 
the  age  ascribed  such  universal  dominion,  and  which 
its  manners  and  morals  placed  neariyon  the  aame 
rank  with  devotion  itaelH 

Let  oa  not  disguise  the  truth  from  our  readers. 
When  Edith  became  aware  of  the  atate  of  her  own 
aentiments,  chivalrous  as  were  her  sentiments,  be- 
coming a  maiden  not  distant  from  the  throne  of  Eng- 
land—gratified as  her  pride  must  have  been  with  the 
mote  though  unoeasinK  homage  rendered  to  her  by 
the  knight  whom  she  had  distinguished,  there  were 
moments  when  the  feelings  of  the  woman,  loving  and 
beloved,  murmured  against  the  restraints  of  state  and 
form  bv  which  she  was  surrounded,  and  when  she 
almost  blamed  the  timidity  of  her  lover,  who  seemed 
resolved  not  to  infiioge  them.  The  etiquette,  to  use  a 
modern  phrase,  of  buth  and  rank,  had  drawn  around 
her  a  magical  circle,  beyond  which  Sir  Kenneth  might 
indeed  bow  and  gaze,  but  within  which  he  could  no 
more  pass,  than  an  evoked  spiiitcan  transgress  the 
bonndarieaprescnbed  by  the  rod  of  a  powerful  en- 
chanter. The  thought  involuntarily  pressed  on  her, 
that  she  herself  must  venture,  were  it  out  the  point  of 
her  fairy  foot,  beyond  the  prescribed  boundary,  if  she 
ever  hoped  to  give  a  lover,  so  reserved  and  bashful, 
an  opportunity  of  so  slight  a  favour,  as  but  to  salute 
her  shoe-tie.  There  was  an  example,  the  noted  pre- 
cedent of  the  "King's  dangbter  of  Hungarv,"  who 
thus  generously  encouragea  the  "squire  of  low  de- 
gree: and  Edith,  thou^  of  kinglv  blood,  was  no 
king's  daughter,  anv  more  than  her  (over  waa  of  low 
degree— fortune  had  put  no  auch  extreme  barrier  in 
obstacle  to  their  aflectiona.  Something,  however, 
within  the  maiden's  bosom— that  modest  pride,  which 
throws  fettos  even  on  love  itself— forbade  her,  not- 
withatanding  the  superiority  of  her  condition,  to  make 
those  advances,  which,  in  every  esse,  delicacy  aasigna 
to  the  other  sex ;  above  all,  Sir  Kenneth  was  a  knight 
ao  gentle  and  honourable,  so  highly  accomplished,  as 
her  imagination  at  least  suggested,  together  with  the 
strictest  feelings  of  what  was  due  to  himself  and  to 
her,  that  however  constrained  her  attitude  might  be 
while  recdying  his  adorations  like  the  image  of  some 
deity,  who  is  neither  sup^sed  to  feel  nor  to  reply  to 
the  homage  of  its  votaneai  still  the  idol  feared  that 
to  step  prematurely  from  her  pedestal,  would  be  to 
degrade  herself  in  the  eyes  of  her  devoted  worshipper. 

Yet  the  devout  adorer  of  an  actual  idol  can  even 
diacover  signs  <rf  approbation  in  the  rigid  and  immov- 
able features  of  a  marble  image,  and  it  is  no  wonder 
that  Bomethiru;,  which  could  oe  as  favourably  inter- 
preted, glanced  from  the  bright  eve  of  th^  lovely  Edith, 
whose  beanty,  indeed,  consisted  rather  more  in  that 
very  power  of  expression,  thjui  on  absolute  regularity 
of  contour,  or  bnlliancy  of  complexion.  Some  alight 
marks  of  distinction  had  escaped  from  her.  notwith- 
Btandmg  her  own  jealous  vigilance,  else  how  could 
Sir  Kenneth  have  ao  readily,  and  ao  undoubtingly,  re- 
cogniaed  the  lovely  hand,  of  which  acarce  two  fingers 
were  visible  from  under  the  veil,  or  how  could  he 
have  rested  ao  thoioQfrbly  aasured  that  two  flowers, 
■ooccasively  dropt  on  the  spot  were  intended  aa  a  re- 
cognition on  thepart  of  his  lady  bve  7  By  what  train 
of  observation— by  what  secret  signs,  looks,  or  ges- 
tures—by whatinaiinctive  free-masonry  oflove,  thisde- 
gree  of  in  telligenoe  came  to  subsist  between  Edith  and 
ner  lover,  we  cannot  attempt  to  trace;  for  we  are  old, 
and  auch  sU^t  vestiges  of  affection,  quicklydiscov- 
ered  by  vpunser  eyes,  defy  the  power  of  ours.  Knoogh, 
that  sodi  affection  did  subsist  between  partiea  who 
ud  tif^^gr  even  spoken  to  one  another,  though,  on  the 
wflg  of  Edith,  it  was  checked  by  a  deep  sense  of  the 
cfiflKnuQes  and  danffers  which  muat  necessarily  at- 
tend the  further  progress  of  their  atuchment,  and 
upon  that  of  the  knight  by  a  tbouaand  doobta  and 
tmrtt  feat  be  had  over-eatimated  the  alight  tokena  of 


the  lady's  noiioe,  varied,  aa  they  neoeaaarily  were,  by 
k>ng  intervala  of  apparent  coldneaa,  during  wmch, 
either  the  fear  of  exciting  the  obaervation  of  otbenL 
and  thus  drawing  danger  upon  her  lover,  or  that  of 
sinking  in  his  esteem  bj  seeming  too  willing  to  be 
won,  made  her  behave  with  indifierence^  and  as  if  on- 
observant  of  his  presence. 

This  narrative,  tedious  peihapa,  bat  which  the  attwy 
renders  necessary,  may  aerve  to  explain  the  atate  a 
intelligence,  if  it  dieaerves  ao  atrong  a  name^  betwixt 
the  lovera,  when  Edith'a  unexpected  appearance  in  the 
chapel  produced  ao  powerful  an  efiect  on  the  f«<fags 
of  her  knight 


CHAPTER  V. 

Their  seauuimtic  fann  is  vain 
Hmni  M  on  the  tented  piain ; 
Webid  theee  epeetie  ahafM  ■isiil, 
Aehtaroth  end  TermafwioL 

The  most  profound  silence,  the  deepest  darkness, 
continued  to  orood  for  more  than  an  hour  over  the 
chapel  in  which  we  l«ft  the  Knight  of  the  Leopud 
still  kneeling,  alternately  expressing  thanke  to  Hea- 
ven, and  grautude  to  bis  lady,  for  the  boon  which  had 
been  vouchsafed  to  him.  His  own  aafetv,  his  <>wb 
destiny,  for  which  he  waa  at  all  tiroes  bttJe,  anzioa% 
had  not  now  the  weight  of  a  grain  of  dust  in  hia  re- 
flections. He  waa  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lady 
Edith,  he  had  received  tokens  of  her  grace,  be  was  in 
a  place  hallowed  by  relics  of  the  most  awful  aanctity. 
A  Christian  soldier,  a  devoted  lover,  could  fear  no- 
thing, think  of  nothing,  but  his  duty  to  Heaven,  and 
his  devoir  to  his  lad  v. 

At  the  lapse  of  the  space  of  time  which  we  have 
noticed,  a  shrill  whistle,  like  that  with  which  a  fal- 
coner calls  his  hawk,  waabeard  to  riaeshanily  throng 
the  vaulted  chapeL  It  was  a  eoand  ill  anited  to  tae 
place,  and  reminded  Sir  Kenneth  how  neceaaaiy  it 
was  ne  should  be  upon  h'la  guard.  He  started  fiom 
his  knee,  and  laid  hia  hand  upon  his  poniard.  A 
creaking  aound,  as  of  a  screw  or  pulleyi^  aucceeded, 
and  a  light  streaming  upwards,  as  from  an  opemi^Mi 
the  floor,  showed  that  a  trap^door  had  been  raiaedor 
depreaaed.  In  less  than  a  minute,  a  long  akinny  arm, 
partly  naked,  partly  clothed  in  a  aleeve  of  red  aamite, 
arose  out  of  the  aperture,  holding  a  lamp  aa  high  as  it 
could  stretch  upwarda,  and  the  figure  to  which  the 
arm  belonged,  aacended  atep  bv  step  to  the  level  of 
the  chapel  floor.  The  form  and  face  of  the  heingwho 
thus  presented  himaeU  were  those  of  a  frupitinl 
dwartl  with  a  laine  head,  a  cap  fantastically  adorned 
with  three  peacock-featfaera,  a  dreaaof  red  aamite,  the 
richness  of^  which  rendered  his  ugliness  more  cotispi 
cuous,  distinguished  by  ^old  braceleta  and  armlM 
and  a  white  silk  saah,  m  which  he  wore  a  gold- 
hilted  dagger.  Thia  amgular  figure  had  in  hia  1 A 
hand  a  kind  of  broom.  So  aoon  aa  he  had  atepped 
from  the  aperture  through  which  he  arose,  be  atood 
still,  and,  as  if  to  show  himself  more  distincuy,  moved 
the  lamp  which  he  held  alowly  over  hia  face  and  pef^ 
son,  successively  illuminating  hia  wild  and  ftntaaoa 
featuiea,  and  nia  roiaahapen,  but  nertons  mnba. 
lliopgh  disproportioned  in  person,  the  dwarf  was  not 
so  distorted  as  to  argoe  any  want  of  strength  or  acti 
vity.  While  Sn  Kenneth  gaxed  on  thia  diaagneaUa 
object,  the  popular  creed  occurred  to  bis  remembranec^ 
concerning  the  gnomes,  or  earthly  apinta,  whidi  mau 
their  abode  in  the  cavema  of  the  earth :  >pd  no  wanat 
did  thia  figure  correapond  with  ideaa  be  had  IbnBad 
of  their  appearance.  Oiat  be  looked  on  it  with  diagnat, 
mingled  not  indeed  with  fear,  but  that  sort  of  awa 
which  the  preaenoeof  a  aupematural  cieatufe  may  la- 
fnae  into  the  most  ateady  bosom. 

The  dwaif  again  whiatled,  and  sonunoned  fiom  bf^> 
neath  a  companion.  This  aeoond  fignre  aacended  in 
the  aame  manner  as  the  firet;  hot  it  waa  a  fianab 
arm,  in  this  second  instance,  which  nplield  the  laap 
from  the  aubterranean  vault  out  of  which  theaa  pi»- 
sentments  aroae,  and  it  waa  a  femafe  fonn  mnch  r^ 
aembling  the  firat  in  ahape  and  proportionSi  which 
sbwly  emerged  from  the  floor.  Her  dieaa  vraa  alao 
of  red  aamite,  fantaalicaUy  cut  and  fhwDced,  aa  if  aha 
had  been  dreaaed  for  aoroe  exhibition  of  munea  or 
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and  with  the  same  minuteness  which  her 
>r  had  exhibited,  she  passed  the  lamp  over 
face  and  person,  which  seemed  to  rival  the  male's 
in  qghoess.  But,  with  all  this  most  unfavourable  ex- 
terior, there  was  one  trait  in  the  features  of  both 
which  argued  atertneas  and  intelligence  in  the  most 
nneommoa  degree.  This  arose  from  the  brilliancy  of 
ihdrqres^  which,  deei>-set  beneath  black  and  shaggy 
biews,  gleamed  with  a  Iastr&  which,  like  that  in  the 
^  of  toe  toad,  seemed  to  make  some  amends  for  the 
extreme  ugliness  of  countenance  and  person. 

Sir  Kenneth  remained  as  if  spellbound,  while  this 
onbvely  pair,  moring  round  the  chapel  close  to  each 
odier,  appeared  to  perform  the  dutv  of  sweeping  it, 
ike  menials  i  but,  as  they  used  only  one  hand,  the 
Ibor  was  not  much  benefitted  by  the  exercise,  which 
tfaer  plied  with  such  oddity  of  gestures  and  manner, 
as  befitted  their  bizarre  and  fantastic  appearance. 
When  they  approached  near  to  the  knight,  in  the 
couse.  of  their  occupation,  they  ceased  to  use  their 
brooms,  and  placing  themselves  side  by  sida  directly 
opposiie  to  Sir  Kenneth,  they  again  slowly  shifted  the 
^ts  which  they  held  so  as  to  allow  him  distinctly 
to  snrvey  features  which  were  not  rendered  more 
agreeable  by  being  brought  nearer,  and  to  observe  the 
extreme  onickness  and  Keenness  with  which  their 
black  and  glittering  eyes  flashed  back  the  light  of  the 
lamps.  They  then  turned  the  gleam  of  both  lishts 
upon  the  knight,  and  having  accurately  surveyed  him. 
tamed  their  faces  to  each  other,  ana  set  up  a  Imid 
yeOing  laugh,  which  resounded  in  his  ears.  The 
soono  was  so  ghastly,  that  Sir  Kenneth  started  at 
healing  it,  and  hastily  demanded,  in  the  name  of  God, 
who  tney  were  who  profaned  that  holy  place  with 
Rich  antic  gestures  and  eiritch  exclamations. 

"I  am  the  dwarf  Nectabanus,"  said  the  abortion- 
seeming  male,  in  a  voice  corresponding  to  his  figure, 
and  resembling  the  voice  of  the  night-crow  more  than 
any  aoond  which  is  heard  by  daylight 

And  I  am  Guenevra,  his  lady  and  his  love,"  re- 
plied the  female,  in  tones  which,  oeing  shriller,  were 
yet  wilder  than  those  of  her  companion. 

"Wherefore  are  you  here?"  again  demanded  the 
knight,  scarcely  yet  assured  that  it  was  human  beings 
which  he  saw  beforo  him. 

''I  am,"  replied  the  male  dwarf,  with  much  as- 
mned  gravity  and  dignaity,  "  the  twelfth  Imaum— I 
aoi  Hahommed  Mohadi,  the  guide  and  the  conductor 
of  the  faithful.  A  hundred-  horses  stand  ready  sad- 
dled for  me  and  my  train  at  the  Holy  City,  and  as 
nrany  at  the  City  of  Refuge.  I  am  he  who  shall  bear 
witness,  and  this  is  one  of  my  houris." 

"Tliou  heat!"  answered  the  female,  interrupting 
her  companion,  in  tones  yet  shriller  than  his  o\m ; 
^  am  none  of  thv  houris,  and  thou  art  no  such  in- 
fioel  trash  as  the  Mahoramed  of  whom  thou  speak- 
er. May  my  curse  rest  upon  his  coflin !— I  tell  thee, 
thoa  aas  of  Issachar,  thou  art  Kins  Arthur  of  Biit- 
tio,  whom  the  fairies  stole  away  nom  the  field  of 
Anion:  and  I  am  Dame  Guenevra,  filmed  for  her 
bwity/* 

"Bat,  in  truth,  noble  sir,"  said  the  male,  "we  are 
djBiresaed  princes,  dwelling  under  the  wing  of  King 
uoy  of  Jerusalem,  until  he  was  driven  out  from  his 
own  oest  by  the  foul  infidels— Heaven's  bolls  con- 
«nie  them  r 

"Hash,"  said  a  voice  from  the  side  upon  which  the 
niiSht  had  entered—"  Hush,  fools,  and  begone;  your 
Bfflistry  is  ended." 

Thedwarls  had  no  sooner  heard  the  command,  than, 
Rubcring  in  discordant  whispers  to  each  other,  they 
Uew  oat  their  Ughts  at  once,  and  left  tb^  knight  in 
Dtier  darkness,  which,  when  the  pattering  of  their  re- 
!<n^  feet  had  died  away,  was  soon  accompanied  by 
i^fittflst  companion,  total  silence. 

The  knight  felt  the  departure  of  these  unfortunate 
creahves  a  reliet  He  could  not,  from  their  language 
inaanen,  and  appearance,  doubt  that  they  belonged 
y^the  degraded  class  of  beings  whom  deformity  of 
Ipwu,  and  weakness  of  intellect,  recommended  to 
Uj^punfiil  situation  of  appendages  to  great  families, 
2[«Bre  their  personal  appearance  and  imbecility  were 
^^^  ^  merriment  to  the  householder.  Superior  in 
Ao  respect  to  the  ideas  and  manners  of  his  dme^  the 


Scottish  knight  might,  at  another  period,  have  been 
much  amused  by  the  mummery  of  these  poor  effijgies 
of  humanity ;  but  now,  their  appearance,  gesticulations 
and  language,  broke  the  train  of  deep  and  solemn 
feeling  with  which  he  was  impressed,  and  he  rejoiced 
in  the  disappearance  of  the  unhappy  objects. 

A  few  minutes  after  they  had  retired,  the  door  at 
which  they  had  entered  opened  slowly,  and,  remain- 
ing ajar,  discovered  a  faint  light  arising  from  a  lantern 
placed  upon  the  threshold.  Its  doubtful  and  waver- 
ing fi^eam  showed  a  dark  form  reclined  beside  the 
entrance,  but  without  its  precints,  which,  on  approach- 
ing it  more  nearly,  he  rccognisied  to  be  the  nermit. 
couching  in  the  same  bumble  posture  in  which  he  had 
at  first  laid  himself  down,  and  which  doubtless  he  bad 
retained  during  the  whole  time  of  his  guest's  continu- 
ing in  the  chapel. 

^  All  is  over,  said  the  hermit,  as  he  heard  theknight 
approaching—"  and  the  most  wretched  of  earthly  sm- 
ners,  with  him  who  should  think  himself  most  hon- 
oured and  most  happy  among  the  race  of  humanity, 
must  retire  from  this  place.  Take  the  light,  and  guide 
me  down  the  descent,  for  I  may  not  uncover  my  eyes 
until  I  am  far  from  this  hallowed  spoL" 

The  Scottish  knight  obeyed  in  silence,  for  a  solemn 
and  yet  ecstatic  sense  of  what  ho  had  seen  had  silenced 
even  the  eacer  workings  of  curiosity.  He  led  the  way, 
with  considerable  accuracy,  through  the  various  secret 
passages  and  stahrs  by  which  theyhad  ascended,  until 
at  length  they  found  themselves  in  the  outward  cell 
of  the  nermit  s  cavern.  _ 

"The  condemned  criminal  is  restored  to  his  dun- 
geon,  reprieved  from  one  miserable  day  to  another, 
until  his  awful  Judge  shall  at  length  appoint  the  well- 
deserved  sentence  to  be  carried  intoeiecution." 

As  the  hermit  spoke  these  words,  he  laid  aside  the 
veil  with  which  his  eyes  had  been  bound,  and  looked 
at  it  with  a  suppressed  and  hoUow  sigh.  No  sooner 
had  he  restored  it  to  the  crypt  from  which  he  had 
caused  the  Scot  to  bring  it,  than  he  said  hastily  and 
sternly  to  his  companion,—"  Begone,  begone— to  rest, 
to  rest.  Vou  may  sleep— you  can  sleep— I  neither  can, 
nor  may." 

Respecting  the  profound  agitation  with  which  this 
was  spoken,  the  knight  retired  into  the  inner  cell ;  but, 
casting  back  his  eye  as  he  left  the  exterior  grotto,  he 
beheld  the  anchorite  stripping  bis  shoulders  with 
fi'andc  haste,  of  their  shaggy  mantle,  and  ere  he  could 
i^ut  the  frail  door  which  separated  the  two  compart- 
ments of  the  cavern,  he  heard  the  clang  of  the  scourge, 
and  the  groans  of  the  penitent  under  his  self-infiictea 
penance.  A  cold  shudder  came  over  the  knight  a  she 
reflected  what  could  be  the  foulness  of  the  sin,  what 
the  depth  of  the  remorse,  which,  apparently,  such 
severe  penance  could  neither  cleanse  nor  assuage. 
He  tola  his  beads  devoutly,  and  fluns  himself  on  His 
rude  couch,  after  a  glance  at  the  still  sleeping  Mos- 
lem, and,  wearied  by  the  various  scenes  of  the  day 
and  the  night,  soon  slept  as  sound  as  infancy.  Upon 
his  awaking  in  the  morning,  he  held  certain  confer- 
ences with  the  hermit  upon  matters  of  imfKntance, 
and  the  result  of  their  intercourse  induced  htm  to  re- 
main for  two  days  longer  in  the  grotto.  He  was  regu- 
lar, as  became  a  pilgrim, ^n  his  devotional  exercises, 
but  was  not  again  admitted  to  the  chapel  in  which  he 
had  seen  such  wonders. 


CHAPTER  VL 

Now  chance  the  soMW-and  let  the  Mrapeti  wMmd, 
For  we  nmit  roiiM  the  lion  from  hie  lair.— OU  Ftoy. 

The  scene  must  change,  as  our  programme  has 
announced,  from  the  mountain  wilderness  of  Jordan 
to  the  camp  of  King  Richard  of  England,  then  sta- 
tioned betwixt  Jean  d'Acre  and  Ascalon :,  and  con- 
taining that  army  with  which  he  of  the  Lion  Heart 
had  promised  himself  a  triumphant  march  to  Jerusa- 
lem, and  in  which  he  would  probably  have  succeeded, 
if  not  hindered  by  the  jealousies  of  the  Christian 
princes  engaged  in  the  same  enterprise,  and  the  of- 
fence taken  by  them  at  the  uncurbed  haughtiness  of 
the  Engiish  monarch,  and  Richard's  unveiled  con- 
tempt for  his  brotlier  sovereigns^  who,  his  equals  in 
rank,  were  yet  far  his  inferiors  in  cooragSi  hardihood. 
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TAL£S  OP  THE  CRUSADERS. 


«nd  miUtaiy  talenu.  Such  diMiords,  and  p<rticularly  | 
those  betwut  Richard  and  Philip  oi  France,  created 
disputes  and  obstacles  which  impeded  every  active 
measure  proposed  by  the  heroic  though  impetuous 
Richard,  while  the  ranks  of  the  Crusaders  were  daily 
thinned,  not  only  by  the  desertion  of  individualei  but 
of  entire  bands,  headed  by  their  respective  feudal  lead- 
ers, who  withdrew  from  a  contest  in  which  they  had 
ceased  to  hope  for  success. 

The  effects  of  the  climate  became,  as  usual,  fatal  to 
soldiers  from  the  north,  and  the  more  so,  that  the  dis- 
solute license  of  the  Crusaders,  forminji;  a  singular 
contrast  to  the  principles  and  purpose  of^their  taking 
op  arms,  rendered  them  more  easy  victims  to  the  in- 
salubrious'  influence  of  burning  heat  and  chilling 
dews.  To  these  discouraging  causes  of  loss  was  to 
be  added  the  sword  of  the  enemy.  Saladinj  than 
whom  no  greater  name  is  recorded  in  Eastern  history, 
had  learnt  to  his  fatal  experience,  that  his  light-armed 
followera  were  little  able  to  meet  in  cbse  encounter 
with  the  iron-clad  Franks,  and  bad  been  taught,  at 
the  same  time,  to  apprehend  and  dread  the  adven- 
turous character  of  his  antagonist  Richard.  But  if 
his  armies  were  more  than  once  routed  with  great 
•laughter,  his  numbers  gave  the  Saracen  the  advan- 
tage m  those  lighter  skirmishes,  of  which  many  were 
inevitable. 

As  the  army  of  hb  assailants  decreased,  the  enter- 
prises of  the  Sultan  became  more  numerous  and  more 
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should  recommence,  than  to  assume  the  proud  cfaa-^ 
racter  of  conouerors  and  assailants. 

The  English  King  chafed  under  these  reporta,  Ukm 
the  imprisoned  lion  viewing  his  prey  from  the  inMt 
barriere  of  his  cage.    Naturally  rash  and  impetoom^ 
the  irritability  of  his  temper  preyed  on  itself.    He  waa 
dreaded  by  his  attendants,  and  even  the  medical  a*- , 
ststants  feared  to  assume  the  necessary  authority,  | 
which  a  physician,  to  do  justice  to  his  patient,  moat « 
needs  exercise  over  him.    One  faithful  baron,  who,  ^ 
perhaps  from  the  congenial  Tiature  of  his  dispositioiL  ' 
was-  devoutly  attach^  to  the  King's  person,  dared  ^ 
alone  to  come  between  the  dragon  and  his  wrath,  and 
quietly,  but  firmly,  maintains  a  control  which  no 
other  dared  assume  over  the  dangerous  invalid,  and 
which  Thomas  de  Multon  only  exercised,  because  bo 
esteemed  his  sovereign's  life  and  honour  more  thaa 
he  did  the  degree  of  favour  which  he  might  lose,  or 
even  the  risk  which  he  might  incur,  in  nursing  af>a- 
tient  so  in^ctable,  and  whose  displeasure  was  ao 
perilous. 

Sir  Thomas  was  the  Lord  of  Gilaland,  in  Comber- 
land,  and,  in  an  age  when  surnames  and  titles  were 
not  distinctly  attached,  as  now,  to  the  individuals 
who  bore  them,  he  was  called  by  the  Normans  the 
Lord  de  Vaux,  and  in  English,  by  the  Saxons,  who 
clung  to  their  native  language,  and  were  proud  of  the 
share  of  Saxon  blood  in  this  renowned  warrior's  veina. 
he  was  termed  Thomas,  or,  more  familiarly.  Thorn  of 
liold  in  this  species  of  petty  warfare.    The  camp  of  I  the  Gills,  or  Narrow  Valleys,  from  which  his  exten- 


the  Crusadere  was  surrounded,  and  almost  besieged 
by  clouds  of  light  cavalry,  resembling  swarms  of 
wasps,  eanlv  crushed  when  thev  are  once  grasped, 
but  nirnishea  with  wings  to  elude  superior  strength, 
and  stings  to  inflict  harm  and  mischief.  There  was 
perpetual  warfsre  of  posts  and  fpragers,  in  which 
many  valuable  lives  were  lost,  without  any  corres- 
ponding object  being  gained ;  convoys  were  intercept- 
ed, andcommimications  were  cut  off.  The  Crusadere 
had  to  purchase  the  means  of  sustaining  life,  bv  life 
itself;  and  water,  like  that  of  the  well  oi  Bethlehem, 
longed  for  by  King  David,  one  of  its  ancient  monarcha, 
was  then,  as  before,  only  obtauied  by  the  expenditure 
of  blood. 

These  evils  were,  in  a  great  measure,  counterba- 
lanced by  the  stem  resolution  and  restless  activity  of 
King  Richanl,  who,  with  some  of  his  best  knignts, 
was  over  on  horseback,  ready  to  repair  to  any  point 
where  danger  occurred,  and  often,  not  only  bringing 
unexpected  succour  to  the  Christians,  but  discomfit- 
ing the  infidels  when  they  seemed  most  secure  of  vic- 
tory. But  even  the  iron  frame  of  Cceur  de  Lion  could 
not  support,  without  injury,  the  alternations  of  the  un- 
wholesome cHmate,  joined  to  ceaseless  exertions  of 
body  and  mind.  He  became  afflicted  with  one  of 
those  slow  and  wasting  fevers  peculiar  to  Asia,  and, 
in  despite  of  his  great  strength,  and  still  greater  cou- 
rage, grew  firet  unfit  to  mount  on  horseback,  and 
then  unable  to  attend  the  councils  of  war,  which  were, 
from  time  to  time,  held  by  the  Crusaders.  It  was  diffi- 
cult to  say  whether  thus  state  of  personal  inactivity 
was  rendered  more  galling  or  more  endurable  to  the 
English  monarch,  by  tiie  resolution  of  the  council  to 
engage  in  a  truce  of  thirty  days  with  the  Sultan  Sale- 
din;  tor  on  the  one  hand  if  he  was  incensed  at  the 
dcJay  which  this  interposed  to  the  progress  (if  the 
great  enterprise,  he  was,  on  the  other,  somewhat  con- 
■oled  by  knowing  that  others  were  not  acquiring 
laurels,  while  he  remained  inactive  upon  a  sick-bed. 

That,  however,  which  Cceur  de  Lion  could  least 
excuse,  was  the  general  inactivity  which  prevailed  in 
the  camp  of  the  Crusaders,  so  soon  as  his  illness  as- 
sumed a  serious  aspect:  and  the  reports  which  he 
extracted  from  his  unwilling  attendanu  gave  him  to 
underetand,  that  the  hopes  of  the  host  had  abated  in 
proportion  to  bb  illness,  and  that  the  interval  of  truce 
was  employed,  not  in  recruiting  their  numbers,  reani- 
mating their  courage,  fostering  their  spirit  of  conquest, 
and  preparing  for  a  speedy  and  determined  advance 
upon  the  Holy  City,  which  was  the  object  of  their  ex- 
pedition, but  in  securing  the  camp  occupied  by  their 
diminished  followers,  with  trenches,  palisades,  and 
other  fortifications,  as  if  preparing  rather  to  repel  an 
attack  from  a  powerful  enemy  so  soon  as  hostilities 


sive  domains  derived  their  well-known  appellation. 

This  chief  had  been  exercised  in  almost  all  the  wan, 
whether  waged  betwixt  England  and  Scotland,  or 
amongst  the  various  domestic  factions  which  then 
tore  the  former  country  asunder,  and  in  idl  had  been 
distinguished,  as  well  from  his  militarj'  conduct  as 
his  personal  prowess.  He  was,  in  other  respects,  a 
rude  soldier,  blunt  and  careless  in  his  b«i ring,  and 
taciturn,  nay  almost  sullen^  in  his  habits  of  society, 
and  seeming,  at  least,  to  disclaim  all  knowledge  of 
policy  and  or  courtly  art.  There  were  men,  however, 
who  pretended  to  look  deeply  into  character,  who  as- 
serted that  the  Lord  de  Vaux  was  not  less  shrewd  and 
aspiring,  than  he  was  blunt  and  bold,  and  who  thought 
that,  while  he  assimilated  himself  to  the  king's  own 
character  of  blunt  hardihood,  it  was,  in  some  degree 
at  least,  with  an  eye  to  establish  his  favour,  and  to 
gratify  his  own  hopes  of  deep-laid  ambition.  But  no 
one  cared  to  thwart  his  schemes,  if  such  he  had,  by 
rivalling  him  in  the  dangerous  occupation  of  daily  at- 
tendance on  the  sick-bed  of  a  patient,  whose  diaeass 
was  pronounced  infectious,  and  more  especiallv  when 
it  was  remembered  that  the  patient  was  Coeur  de  Lion, 
suffering  under  all  the  furious  impatience  of  a  soldier 
withheld  from  bsttle.  and  a  sovereign  sequeatered 
from  authority ;  and  the  common  soldiers,  at  least  in 
the  English  army,  were  generally  of  opinbn  that  De 
Vauxattended  on  the  Km;;  like  comrade  upon  com- 
rade, in  the  honest  and  disinterested  frankness  of  mi- 
litary friendship,  contracted  between  the  partakers  of 
daily  dangers. 

It  was  on  the  decline  of  a  Syrian  day  that  Richard 
lay  on  his  couch  of  ackness.  loathing  it  aa  much  in 
mind  as  his  illness  made  it  irksome  to  his  body.  His 
bright  blue  eye,  which  at  all  times  shone  with  uncom- 
mon keenness  and  splendour,  had  its  vivacitv  aug- 
mented by  fever  and  mental  impatience,  and  glanced 
from  amons;  his  curled  and  unshorn  locks  of  yellow 
hair,  as  fitfully  and  as  vividlv,  as  the  last  gleams  dT 
the  sun  shoot  through  the  clouds  of  an  approaching 
thunder-stonn,  which  still,  however,  sre  gilded  by  iti 
beams.  His  manlv  features  showed  the  progress  of 
wasting  illness,  and  his  beard,  n^lected  and  un trim- 
med, had  overgrown  both  Ups  and  chin.  Casting 
himself  from  side  to  skle,  now  clutching  towards  him 
the  coverings,  which  at  the  next  moment  he  flung  as 
impatiently  from  him,  his  tossed  couch  and  impaoent 
gestures  snowed  at  once  the  energy  and  the  reckle« 
impatience  of  a  disposition,  whose  natural  sphere  was 
that  of  the  most  active  exertion. 

Beside  his  couch  stood  Thomas  de  Vaux,  in  face, 
attitude,  and  manner,  the  strongest  possible  contrast 
to  the  suffering  monarch.  His  stature  approached 
the  gigantic,  and  his  hair  in  thickness  might  have  re- 
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■mUed  thatof  SainMon,  though  only  after  the  laraeU 
iiidi  efa«nipioo*a  locks  had  p-ia»d  under  ihe  shears  of 
the  Philt8Uiie&  for  those  of  De  Vauz  were  cut  short, 
thai  their  mi^t  be  enclosed  under  his  helmet.  The 
l«ht  of  bis  broad,  large  hazel  eye,  resembled  that  of 
tneioiQinn  mom,  ana  it  was onfjr  perturbed  for  a  mo- 
meoL,  when  from  time  to  time  il  was  attracted  by 
Riebard's  vehement  marks  of  agitation  and  restless- 
ness. His  features,  though  massive  like  his  person, 
mkht  have  been  handtmme  before  they  were  defaced 
With  sears ;  his  upper  lip,  after  the  fashion  of  the  Nor- 
Dsos,  was  covered  with  thick  mustaches,  which  grew 
bIoo^  and  luxuriantly  as  to  mingle  with  his  nair, 
•nd,  like  his  hair,  were  dark  brown,  slightly  brindled 
with  gray.  His  frame  seemed  of  that  kind  which 
most  readily  defies  both  toil  and  climate,  for  he  was 
thin-flanked,  broad-chested,  long-armed,  aeep-breath- 
ed,  and  strong  limbed.  He  had  not  laid  aside  his  bufl*- 
eoat,  which  displayed  the  cross  cut  on  the  shoulder, 
fv  more  than  three  nights,  enjoying  but  such  mo- 
neDtaiy  repose  as  the  warder  or  a  sick  monarches 
eooeh  might  by  snatches  indulge.  This  Baron  rarely 
changed  bis  posture,  except  to  administer  to  Ilichard 
the  medicine  or  refreshments,  which  none  of  his  less 
favoared  attendants  could  persuade  the  impatient  mo- 
aarefa  to  take ;  and  there  was  something  affecting  in 
the  kindly,  yet  awkward  manner,  in  which  he  dis- 
dttigsd  offices  so  strangely  contrasted  with  bis  blunt 
lad  soldierly  habits  snomanners. 

l^e  pavilion  in  which  these  personages  were,  had, 
n  became  the  time,  as  well  as  the  personal  character 
d  Richanl,  more  of  a  warlike  than  a  sumptuous  or 
njnl  character.  Weapons  offensive  and  defensive, 
Kveralof  them  of  strange  and  newly  invented  oon- 
Kmction,  were  scattered  about  the  tented  apartment, 
ar  disposed  upon  the  pillars  which  supported  it  Skins 
of  animals  siain  in  the  chase  were  stretched  on  the 
pcDud,  or  extended  along  the  sides  of  the  pavilion, 
isd,  opon  a  heap  of  these  silvan  spoils,  lay  three 
oinM,  as  they  were  then  called,  (wolf-greyhounds, 
that  ia)  of  the  largest  size,  and  as  white  as  snow. 
Thar  5kcea  markea  with  many  a  scar  from  clutch 
and  fang,  snowed  their  share  in  collecting  the  trophies 
91m  which  the/  reposed,  and  their  eyes,  fixed  from 
tnw  to  time,  with  an  exoressive  stretch  and  yawu 
qxxi  the  bed  of  Richard,  evinced  how  much  they 
oamiled  at  and  re|>^tted  the  unwonted  inactivity 
which  they  were  compelled  to  share.  These  were 
bat  the  accompaniments  of  the  soldier  and  hunts- 
nan;  but,  on  a  small  table  close  by  the  bed,  was 
^d  a  snield  of  wrought  steel,  of  tnangular  form, 
og  the  three  lions  passant,  nrst  assumed  by  the 
dtiralroas  monarch,  and  before  it  the  golden  circlet, 
RaeoUiog  much  a  ducal  coronet  only  that  it  was 
hidier  in  front  than  behind,  which,  with  the  purple 
nxvet  and  embroidered  tiara  that  lined  it,  formed  then 
the  emblem  of  England's  sovereignty.  Beside  it,  as 
if  prompt  for  defending  the  regal  symbol,  lay  a  mighty 
ental-axe,  which  would  have  wearied  the  arm  01  any 
other  than  CcBur  de  Lion. 

lo  an  outer  partition  of  the  pavilion  waited  two 
or  three  officers  of  the  royal  household,  depressed, 
iQiioBS  for  their  master's  healthy  and  not  less  so 
far  their  own  safety,  in  case  of  his  decease.  Their 
lloomy  apprehensions  spread  themselves  to  the  ward- 
en without,  who  paced  about  in  downcast  and  silent 
CQDtemplation,  or,  resting  on  their  halberds,  stood 
notionless  on  their  post,  rather  like  armed  trophies 
than  living  warriors. 

"  So  thou  hast  no  better  news  to  bring  me  from 
vithoat.  Sir  Thomss  7"  said  the  King,  aJrter  a  long 
•od  perturbed  silence,  spent  in  the  feverish  agitation 
which  we  have  endeavoured  to  describe.  "  All  our 
knights  turned  women,  and  our  ladies  become  de- 
votees, and  neither  a  spark  of  valour  nor  of  gallantry 
4>  enlighten  a  camp,  which  contains  the  choicest  of 
EwSPs  chivalry--Ha !" 

^,The  truce,  my  lord."  said  De  Vaux,  with  the  same 
patience  with  which  he  had  twenty  times  repeated 
the  explanation— '*  the  truce  prevents  us  bearing  our- 
■dvea  as  men  of  action ;  and,  for  the  ladies^  I  am  no 
IRai  rovdler,  as  is  well  known  to  your  Majesty,  and 
•Bidom  exchange  steel  and  boff  for  velvet  and  gold- 
hot  thoa  far  I  know,  that  our  choicest  beauties  are 
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waiting  upon  the  dueen's  Majesty  and  the  Princess, 
to  a  pilgrimage  to  the  convent  of  Engaddi,  to  accom- 
plish their  vows  for  your  Highnesses  deliverance  from 
this  trouble." 

"  And  is  it  thus,"  said  Richard,  with  the  impatience 
of  indisposition,  "  that  royal  matrons  and  maidens 
should  risk  themselves,  where  the  dogs  who  defile 
the  land  have  as  little  truth  toman,  as  iney  have  faith 
towards  God?" 

"  Nay,  my  lord,"  said  De  Vaux,  "  they  have  Sala- 
din's  word  for  their  safety." 

"  Tnie,  true !"  replied  Richard,  "  and  I  did  the 
heathen  Soldan  ii^ustice— I  owe  him  reparation  for 
it— Would  God  I  were  but  fit  to  ofibr  it  him  upon 
my  body  between  the  two  hosts— Christendom  and 
Heathenesse  both  looking  on  I" 

As  Richard  spoke,  he  thrust  his  right  arm  out  of 
bed  naked  to  the  shoulder,  and.  painfully  raising  him- 
self in  his  couch,  shook  his  clenched  nand,  as  if  it 
5 rasped  sword  or  battle-ax&  and  was  then  bran- 
ishcd  over  the  jewelled  turoan  of  the  Soldan. ,  It 
was  not  without  a  gentle  degree  of  violence,  which 
the  King  would  scarce  have  endured  from  another, 
that  Dc  Vaux,  in  his  character  of  sick-nurse,  com- 
pelled his  royal  master  to  replace  himself  m  the 
couch,  and  covered  his  sinewy  arm,  neck  and  shoul- 
ders, with  the  care  which  a  mother  bestows  upon  an 
impatient  child. 

"  Thou  art  a  roiwh  nurse,  though  a  willing  one,  De 
Vaux,"  said  the  King,  laughing  with  a  bitter  expres- 
sion, while  he  submitted  to  the  strength  which  he  was 
unable  to  resist ;  "  methinks  a  coif  would  become  thy 
lowering  features  as  well  as  a  child's  biggin  would 
beseem  mine.  We  should  be  a  babe  and  nurse  to 
frighten  girls  with  1" 

"  We  have  frightened  men  in  our  time,  my  liese," 
said  De  Vaux:  ^'  and,  I  trust  may  live  to  frighten 
them  again.  What  is  a  fever-fit,  that  we  should  not 
endure  it  patiently,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  it  easily  7" 

"  Fever-fit  I"  exclaimed  Richard,  impetuously ; 
"  thou  mayst  think,  and  justly,  that  it  is  a  fever-fit 
with  me;  out  what  is  it  with  all  the  other  Christian 
princes— with  Philip  of  Prance— with  that  dull  Aus- 
trian—with him  of  Montserrrat- with  the  Hospital- 
lers—with the  Templars— what  is  it  with  all  them  1— 
I  will  tell  thee— it  is  a  cold  palsy— a  dead  lethargy—' 
a  disease  that  deprives  them  of  speech  and  action'^* 
a  canker  that  has  eaten  into  the  neart  of  all  that  is 
noble  and  chivalrous,  and  virtuous  among  them— that 
has  made  them  false  to  the  noblest  vow  ever  knights 
were  sworn  to— has  made  them  indifferent  to  their 
fame  and  forgetful  of  their  God !" 

"  For  the  love  of  Heaven,  my  liege,"  said  De  Vans, 
"  take  it  less  violently !  You  will  be  heard  without 
doors,  where  such  speeches  are  but  too  current 
already  among  the  common  soldiery,  and  engendw 
discord  and  contention  in  the  Christian  host  Bethink 
you  that  your  illness  mare  the  mainspring  of  their 
enterprise :  a  mangonel  will  work  without  screw  and 
lever  better  than  the  Christian  host  without  King 
Richard." 

"  Thou  flatterest  me,  De  Vaux,'*  said  Richard ;  and, 
not  insensible  to  the  power  of  praise,  he  reclined  his 
head  on  the  pillow,  with  a  more  deliberate  attomnt 
to  repose  than  he  had  yet  exhibited.  But  Thomas  qe 
Vaux  was  no  courtier ;  the  phrase  which  had  offered 
had  riaen  spontaneously  to  his  lips ;  and  he  knew  not 
how  to  pursue  the  pleasing  theme,  so  as  to  soothe 
and  prolong  the  vein  which  he  had  excited.  Ha 
was  silent,  thereforejintil,  relapsing  into  his  moody 
contemplations,  the  King  demanded  of  him  sharply, 
"  Despardieux  !  This  is  smoothly  said  to  soothe  a 
sick  man ;  but  does  a  league  of  monarchs,  an  assem* 
blage  of  nobles,  a  convocation  of  all  the  chivalry  of 
Europe,  droop  with  the  nckness  of  one  man,  though 
he  chances  to  be  King  of  Enjgland  7  Why  should 
Richard's  illness,  or  Richard's  death,  check  the  march 
of  thirty  thousand  men,  as  brave  as  himself  7  Wlien 
the  master  stag  is  struck  down,  the  herd  do  not  dis- 
perse upon  his  Tall— when  the  falcon  strikes  the  lead- 
mgcrane,  another  takes  the  guidance  of  the  phalanx. 
— Wfiy  do  not  the  powera  assemble  and  choose  some 
one,  to  whom  they  may  intrust  the  guidance  of  the 
host  7" 
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'*  Fonooth,  an  if  it  pleaae  jour  Majestv,"  said  De 
Vauz,  "  I  hear  consultations  have  been  held  among 
the  royal  leaders  for  some  such  purpose." 

'*  Ila  I"  exclaimed  Richard,  his  jealousy  awakened, 

ving  bis  mental  irritation  another  direction—"  Am 

forgot  by  my  allies  ere  I  have  taken  the  last  sacra- 
ment 7— do  they  bold  me  dead  aUneady  7— But  no.  no— 
they  are  right— And  whom  do  they  select  aa  leader  of 
the  Chrisuan  host  T* 

"  Rank  and  disnity,"  said  De  Vauz,  "point  to  the 
King  of  France.''^ 

"Oh,  ay,"  answered  the  English  monarch,  "Philip 
of  France  and  Navarre— Dennis  Mountjoie— his  Most 
Christian  Majesty !— mouth-filJing  words  these  !— 
There  is  but  one  risk— that  he  might  mistake  the 
words  En  arrvtre  for  En  avait/,  and  lead  us  back  to 
Paris,  instead  of  marching  to  Jerusalem.  His  politic 
head  has  learned  by  this  time,  that  there  is  more  to 
be  gotten  by  oppressing  his  feudatories,  and  pillaging 
his  allies,  than  fighting  with  the  Turks  for  the  Holy 
Sepulchre." 

'^They  might  choose  the  Archduke  of  Austria," 
■aid  De  Vauz. 

"  What !  becauae  he  is  big  and  burly  like  thyself, 
Thomas— nearly  as  thick-headed,  but  without  thy 
mdinerence  to  danger,  and  carelessness  of  ofience? 
1  tell  thee  that  Austria  has  in  all  that  mass  of  flesh 
no  bolder  animation,  than  is  afforded  by  the  peevish- 
ness of  a  waspL  and  the  courage  of  a  wren.  Out 
npon  him  I  he  a  leader  of  chivalry  to  deeds  of  glory ! 
--Give  him  a  flagon  of  rhenisb  to  drink  with  his 
besmirched  baaren-hauters  and  lance-knechts." 

"  There  is  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Templars," 
continued  the  baron,  not  sorry  to  keep  his  master's 
attention  engaged  on  other  topics  than  his  own 
illness,  though  at  the  expense  of  the  characters  of 
prince  and  potentate— "There  is  the  Grand  Master 
of  the  Templars,"  he  oontmued,  "undaunted,  skilful, 
brave  in  battle,  and  sage  in  council,  having  no  sepa- 
rate kingdoms  of  his  own  to  divert  his  exertions 
from  the  recovery  of  the  Holy  Land— what  thinks 
your  Majesty  of  the  Master  as  a  general  leader  of  the 
Christian  host?" 

"Ha,  Beau-Seantl"  answered  the  King.  "Oh, 
no  exception  can  be  taken  to  Brother  Giles  Amaury 
—he  understands  the  ordering  of  a  battle,  and  the 
fighting  in  front  when  it  begins.  But,  Sir  Thomas, 
were  it  fair  to  take  the  Holy  Land  from  the  heathen 
Saladin,  so/uU  of  all  the  vutues  which  may  distin- 
guish unchristened  man,  and  give  it  to  Giles  Amaury, 
a  worse  Pagan  than  himself— an  idolater— a  devil- 
worshipper— a  necromancer — who  practises  crimes 
the  most  dark  and  unnatural,  in  the  vaults  and  secret 
places  of  abomination  and  darkness  7" 

"The  Grand  Master  of  the  Hospitallers  of  St. 
John  of  Jerusalem  is  not  tainted  by  fame,  either  with 
heresy  or  magic,"  said  Thomas  de  Vaux. 

"But  is  he  not  a  sordid  miser?"  said  Richard, 
hastily;  "has  he  not  been  suspected— ay,  more,  than 
suspected— of  selling  to  the  infidels  those  advantages 
which  they  would  never  have  won  by  fair  force? 
Tosh,  man,  better  give  the  army  to  be  made  mer- 
chandise 01  by  Venetian  akippers  and  Lombardy 
pedlars,  than  trust  it  to  the  Grand  Master  of  St. 
John." 

"Well,  then,  I  will  venture  but  another  guess," 
Mud  the  Baron  de  Vaux—"  What  say  you  to  the  gal- 
lant Marquis  of  Montaenat,  so  wise,  so  elegant,  such 
4  flMHl  man-at-arms  7" 

^  Wise?  cunning,  you  would  say,"  replied  Richard ; 
"elegant  in  a  lady's  chamber,  it  you  will.  Ob,  ay, 
Coniade  of  Montserrat,— who  knows  not  the  popin- 
jay t  Politic  and  versstile,  he  will  change  you  his 
purposes  as  often  as  the  trimmings  of  his  doublet, 
and  you  shall  never  be  able  to  guess  the  hue  of  his 
inmost  vestments  from  their  outward  colours.  A 
man-at-arms?  aVf  a  fine  figure  on  horseback,  and 
can  bear  him  well  m  the  tilt-yard,  and  at  the  barriers, 
when  swords  are  blunted  at  point  and  edge,  and 
•pears  are  tipped  with  trenchers  of  wood,  instead  of 
steel  pikes.  Wert  thou  not  with  me,  when  I  said  to 
that  nme  gay  Marquis,  '  Here  we  be,  three  good 
Christians,  and  on  yonder  plain  there  pricks  a  band 
of  some  thnescore  Saracens,  what  aay  you  to  charge 


them  briskly?  There  are  bat  twenty  nnbdietiiii 
miscreants  to  each  true  knight.* "  . ,  ^   -«, 

"I  recollect  the  Marauis  replied,"  saidDeVanz, 
"that  his  limbs  were  of^ flesh,  not  of  iron,  and  that 
he  would  rather  bear  the  heart  of  a  man  than  of  a 
beast,  though  that  beast  were  the  lion.  But  I  aee 
how  It  is— we  shall  end  where  we  began,  without 
hope  of  praying  at  the  Sepulchre,  until  Heaven  shall 
restore  King  Richard  to  heaith." 

At  this  grave  remark,  Richard  burst  out  into  a 
hearty  fit  (rf^ laughter,  the  first  which  he  had  for  some 
lime  indulged  in.  "Why,  what  a  thing  is  conscience" 
he  said,  "that  through  its  means  even  such  a  ihick- 
witted  northern  lord  as  thou  canst  bring  tfav  sove- 
reign to  confess  his  folly !  It  is  true,  that,  did  tney  not 
[propose  themselves  as  fit  to  hold  my  leading-sta^ 
ittle  should  I  care  for  plucking  the  sQken  trappings 
ofi'  the  puppets  thou  hast  shown  me  in  succession— 
What  concerns  it  me  what  fine  tinsel  robes  th^ 
swagger  in,  unless  when  they  are  named  as  rivals  m 
the  glorious  enterprise  to  which  I  have  vowed  mr* 
self?  Yes,  De  Vaux,  I  confe8s  my  weakness,  snd  the 
wilfulness  of  my  ambition.  The  Christian  camp  con- 
tains,  doubtless,  many  a  better  knight  than  Richard 
of  England,  and  it  would  be  wise  and  worthy  to 
assign  to  the  best  of  them  the  leading  of  the  host- 
but,"  continued  the  warlike  monarch,  raising  him- 
self in  his  bed,  and  shaking  the  cover  from  his  bead, 
while  his  eves  sparkled  as  they  were  wont  to  do  on 
the  eve  of  battle,  "  were  such  a  knight  to  plant  the 
banner  of  the  Cross  on  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem, 
while  I  was  unable  to  bear  my  share  in  the  noble  task, 
he  should,  so  soon  as  I  was  fit  to  lay  lance  in  rest, 
undergo  my  challenge  to  mortal  coinbat,  for  having 
diminished  my  fame,  and  pressed  in  before  to  the 
object  of  my  enterprise.— But  hark,  what  trumpecs 
are  those  at  a  distance  7" 

"Those  of  King  Philip,  as  I  guess,  my  liege,"  said 
the  stout  Englishman." 

"  Thou  art  dull  of  ear,  Thomaa,"  said  the  Kng, 
endeavouring  to  start  up— "hearest  thou  not  that 
clash  and  clang?  By  Heaven,  the  Turks  are  in  the 
camp— I  hear  their  Iclies."* 

He  again  endeavoured  to  get  out  of  bed,  and  De 
Vaux  was  obliged  to  exercise  his  own  great  strength, 
and  also  to  summon  the  assistance  or  the  chamber- 
lains from  the  inner  tent,  to  restrain  him. 

"Thou  art  a  false  traitor,  De  Vaux,"  sakl  the  in- 
censed monarch,  when,  breathless  and  exhausted 
with  struggling,  he  was  compelled  to  submit  to  sop^ 
rior  strength,  and  to  repose  in  auiet  on  his  couch.  **I 
would  I  were— 1  would  I  were  but  strong  enough  fo 
dash  thy  brains  out  wi^  my  battle-axe ! 

"  I  would  you  had  the  strength,  my  liege,"  said  Da 
Vaux,  "  ana  would  even  take  the  risk  of  its  being  so 
employed.  The  odds  would  be  great  in  favour  of 
Christendom,  were  Thomas  Multon  dead,  and  C<Bar 
de  Lion  himself  again." 

"Mine  honest  faithful  servant,"  said  Richard,  ex- 
tending his  hand,  which  the  baron  reverentially 
sahiteo,  "  forgive  thy  master's  impatience  of  mood. 
It  is  this  burning  fever  which  chides  thee,  and  not 
thy  kind  master,  Richard  of  England.  But  go.  I 
pnthee,  and  bring  me  word  what  strangers  are  in  the 
camp,  for  these  sounds  are  not  of  Christendom." 

De  Vaux  left  the  pavilion  on  the  errand  assigned, 
and  in  his  absence,  which  he  had  resolved  should  be 
brief;  he  charged  the  chamberiains,  pages,  and  at- 
tedants,  to  redouble  their  attention  on  their  sovere^n, 
with  threats  of  holding  them  to  responsibility,  which 
rather  added  to  than  diminished  their  timid  anxiety 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duty :  for  next  perhaps  to 
the  ire  of  the  monarch  himselfythey  dreaded  thatof 
the  stem  and  inexorable  Lord  olT  Gilfiland.t 

• 

"  The  wmr«riM  of  the  Motlemah. 

t  He  WH  a  hiitohcal  hero,  faithAilIr  attached,  ai  ia  hen  as 
preaeed,  to  Kinr  Richard,  and  i«  noticed  with  diatioction  in  the 
romance  mentioned  in  tne  Introdnction.  At  the  befiooiDf  of 
the  romanoe,  mention  ia  made  qf  a  tournament,  io  whieh  ttm 
king  ratnma  three  tiroee  with  a  freah  auit  of  annour,  whieb 
acted  as  a  diffuiM  ;  and  at  each  appearance,  tome  nic ht  of 
great  proweaa  had  a  iliarp  meonnter  with  him.  When  RiMtnd 
rataraed  the  aeeond  time,  (he  followinc  ia  Mr.  Bllta't 
of  hia  prooeediofi :— "  He  now  moooled  a  bay  hone,  i 
a  foit  of  annour  painled  red,  and  a  tMlmet,  the  crest  of 
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a  tiflM  on  the  Bfveh  ptrti  ytt 
SboctiBh  with  Eoglich  met, 
•M  it  wm  marwl  if  the  fed  blood  nn  not 
li  tfee  rain  doee  in  the  stmet-ltaato  <f  OMertMrn 

A  comDEiiABLX  band  of  Scottish  warriora  had 
jofoed  the  Crusaders,  and  had  naturally  placed  tbem- 
fdfcs  ando'  the  command  of  the  English  monarch, 
bdoc.  like  his  native  troops,  most  of  them  of  Saxon 
ninVonnan  descent,  speaking  the  same  languages, 
potseswd,  some  of  them,  of  Enghsh  as  well  as  Scot- 
tiili  demesnes^  and  allied,  in  some  cases,  bv  blood 
tad  iniermamage.  The  period  also  preceded  that 
when  the  grasping  ambition  of  Edward  I.  gave  a 
dndlf  and  envenomed  character  to  the  wars  betwixt 
tke  two  nations;  the  English  fighting  for  the  subiu- 
ptbn  of  Scodand,  and  tl^  Scottish,  with  all  the 
■ten  determination  and  oostinacv  which  has  ever 
dttracteroed  their  nation,  for  the  defence  of  their  in- 
depadcnce,  by  the  most  violent  means,  under  the 
moit  disadvantageous  circumstances,  and  at  the  most 
flsireine  haxard.  As  yet,  wars  betwixt  the  two  na- 
tions, though  fierce  and  frequent,  had  been  conducted 
oo  principles  of  fair  hostility,  and  admitted  of  those 
nftoBing  shades  by  which  courtesy,  and  the  respect 
far  open  and  generous  foemen.  qualify  and  mitigate 
(he  honors  of  war.  In  time  of  peace,  therefore,  and 
apedally  when  both,  as  at  present,  were  engaged  in 
vir,  waged  in  behalf  of  a  common  cause,  ana  ren- 
dered dear  to  them  by  their  ideas  of  religion,  the  ad- 
vntoRrs  of  both  countries  frequently  Ibught  side  by 
■de,  their  national  emulation  servinj^  only  to  stimu- 
bie  ibem  to  excel  each  other  in  their  efforts  against 
the  common  enemy. 

The  frank  and  martial  character  of  Richard,  who 
aide  no  distinction  betwixt  his  own  subjects  and 
tfaoK  of  William  of  Scotland,  excepting  as  they  bore 
tbensdves  in  the  field  of  battle,  tended  much  to  con- 
dfiate  die  troops  of  both  nations.  But  upon  his  ill- 
Ben,  and  the  disadvantageous  circumstnnces  in 
wfaidi  the  Crusaders  were  placed,  the  national  dis- 
oiioQ  between  the  various  bands  united  in  the  «ru- 
■de,  began  to  display  itself  just  as  old  wounds  break 
out  ifiesh  in  the  human  body,  when  under  the  in- 
flaeoce  of  disease  or  debility. 

Tbe  Scottish  and  English,  equally  jealous  and  high- 
iprited,  and  apt  to  take  offence,— the  fonner  the  more 
n,  because  the  poorer  and  the  weaker  nation,~began 
10  6D  np,  by  internal  dissension,  the  period  when  the 
trace  torbade  them  to  wreal^their  united  vengeance 
oa  tbe  Saracens.  Like  the  contending  Roman  chiefs 
of  old,  the  Scottish  would  admit  no  superiority,  and 
tbor  southern  neighbours  would  brook  no  equality. 
Then  were  charges  and  recriminations,  and  both  the 
oommon  soldiery,  and  their  leaders  and  commandera, 
wbo  had  been  good  comrades  in  time  of  victory, 
lowered  on  each  other  in  the  period  of  adversity,  as 
if  their  anion  had  not  been  then  more  essential  than 
eier,  doc  only  to  the  success  of  their  common  cause, 
bat  to  their  joint  safety.  The  same  disunion  had 
boin  to  ahow  itself  betwixt  the  French  and  Eng- 
M.  the  Itahans  and  the  Germans,  and  even  between 
the  Danes  and  the  Swedes:  but  it  is  only  that  which 
Med  the  two  nations  whom  one  island  bred,  and 
*ho  seemed  more  animated  against  each  other  for 
the  very  reason,  that  our  narrative  is  principally  con- 
wned  with. 

Of  all  tbe  English  nobles  who  had  followed  their 
Cag  to  Palestine,  De  Vaux  was  most  prejudiced 
>|iaft  the  Scottish ;  they  were  his  near  neighbours, 

•Ml  rad  boimd.  with  a  loaf  tail  which  reached  to  the  earth ; 
■  oiiblnn  intended  to  converliii  indicnatidn  afainst  the  hea* 
daa  iMMode  who  defiled  the  Holy  Land,  and  hi»  determination 
to  attempt  Uietr  deatraetion.  Havinc  NfAcienUf  lipialiied 
BiiMcir  in  hit  new  diatniw,  he  rode  into  the  ronki  for  the  pur- 
PMterwIactiiif  a  more  formidable  advenary  ;  and,  deliverinc 
■•  9*v  to  hi«  Mqnire.  took  his  maee,  and  aamulted  Sir  Tbn. 
pe»de1fatttm,  aKoiffbtwhoae  proweea  waa  deiervadly  held 
iSIhe  hiabeat  catiaiation.  Sir  Thomas,  ai>parentJf  not  at  all 
wmdeitd  by  a  blow  which  would  hax-e  felled  a  common  ad- 
wawy,  eahnly  adviMd  him  to  fo  and  amufe  himieireleewhere ; 
M  Ridhard,  havinc  aimed  at  htm  a  ■eetmd  and  mure  riolent 
■Mte,  by  wirieh  hia  helmet  waa  nearly  cniabed,  ho  returned  it 
vpliMKb  vifonr  that  the  king  loettiii  etirrape.  and,  recoforinff 
wmat  with  tone  difflcaltj,  rode  off  with  all  apeed  into  the 
''-Ellis's  QprnUmu,  pp.  in,  isi 


with  whom  he  had  been  engaged  during  his  whole 
life  in  priv^e  or  public  warfare:  and  on  whom  he  had 
inflicted  many  calamities,  while  he  had  sustained  at 
their  hands  not  a  few.  His  love  and  devotion  to  the 
King  was  like  the  vivid  aflection  of  the  old  English 
mastiff  to  his  master,  leaving  him  churlish  and  inao- 
cessible  to  all  others  even  towards  those  to  who% 
he  was  indiilerent,  and  rough  and  dangerous  to  any 
against  whom  he  entertained  a  prejudice.  De  Vaux 
had  never  observed,  without  jealousy  and  displeasure,  ; 
his  King  exhibit  any  msrk  of  courtesy  or  favour  to 
the  wicked,  deceitful,  and  ferocious  race,  bom  on  the 
other  side  of  a  river,  or  an  imaginary  line  drawn 
through  waste  and  wilderness,  and  he  even  doubted 
the  success  of  a  Crusade  in  which  they  were  suffered 
to  bear  arms,  holding  them  in  his  secret  soul  little 
better  than  the  Saracens,  whom  he  came  to  combat. 
It  may  be  added,  that,  ift  being  himself  a  blunt  and 
downright  Englishman,  unaccustomed  to  conceal  the 
slightest  movement  either  of  love  or  of  dislike,  he  ac- 
counted the  fair-spoken  courtes^r,  which  the  Scots 
had  learned,  either  from  imitation  of  their  frequent 
allies,  the  French,  or  which  might  have  arisen  from 
their  own, proud  and  reserved  character,  as  a  false 
and  a^ucious  mark  of  the  most  dangerous  designs 
against  their  neighbours,  over  whom  he  believed,  with 

genuine  English  confidence,  they  could,  by  fair  man- 
ood,  never  obtain  any  advantage. 

Yet,  though  De  Vaux  entertained  ^lese  sentiments 
concerning  nis  northevi  neighbours,  and  extended 
them,  with  little  mitigation,  even  to  such  as  had  as- 
sumed the  Cross,  his  respect  for  the  King,  and  a  sense 
of  the  duty  imposed  by  his  vow  as  a  Crusader,  pre- 
vented him  from  displsying  them  otheiwise  than  by 
regularly  shunning  all  intercourse  with  his  Scottisn 
brethren -at%nn 8,  as  far  as  possible,  by  observing  a 
sullen  taciturnity,  when  compelled  to  meet  them  oc- 
casionally,—and  hy  looking  scornfully  upon  them 
when  the^  encountered  on  the  march  and  if)  camp. 
The  Scottish  barons  and  knights  were  not  men  to 
bear  his  scorn  unobserved  or  unreplied  to ;  and  it 
came  to  that  pass,  that  he  waa  regarded  as  the  deter- 
mined and  active  enemy  of  a  nation,  whom,  after  all, 
he  only  disliked,  and  in  some  son  despised.  Nay,  it 
was  remarked  by  close  observers,  that  if  he  had  not 
towards  them  the  charitv  of  Scripture,  which  sutfjreth 
long  and  judges  kindly,  ne  was  by  no  means  deficient 
in  tnesobordiitateana  limited  virtue,  which  alleviates 
and  relieves  the  wants  of  others.  The  wealth  of 
Thomas  of  Gilsland  procured  supplies  of  provisions 
and  medicines,  and  some  <^  these  usually  flowed  by 
secret  channels  into  the  quarters  of  the  Scottish ;  his 
surly  benevolence  proceeding  on  the  orinciple,  that, 
next  to  a  man's  fnend,  his  foe  was  or#nost  import- 
ance to  him,  passing  over  all  the  intermediate  rela- 
tions, as  too  indifferent  to  merit  even  a  thought. 
This  explanation  is  necessary,  in  order  that  the  reader 
may  fully  understand  what  we  are  now  to  detail. 

Thomas  de  Vaux  had  not  made  many  steps  beyond 
the  entrance  of  the  royal  pavilion,  when  he  was  aware 
of  what  the  far  more  acute  ear  of  the  En^ish  mo- 
narch, no  mean  proficient  in  the  art  of  minstrelsy,  had 
instantly  discovered,  that  the  musical  strains,  namely, 
which  had  reached  their  ears,  were  produced  by  the 
pipes,  shalms,  and  kettledrums  of  the  Saracens ;  and, 
at  the  bottom  of  an  avenue  of  teiits,  which  formed  a 
broad  access  to  the  pavilion  of  Richard,  he  could  see 
a  crowd  of  idle  soldiers  assembled  around  the  spot 
from  which  the  music  was  heard  almost  in  the  centre 
of  thecsmp ;  and  he  saw,  with  great  surprise,  mingled 
smid  the  helm^  of  various  forms  worn  bv  the 
Crusaders  of  different  nations,  white  turbans  and  long 
pikes,  announcing  tbe  presence  of  armed  Saracens, 
and  the  huge  deformed  heads  of  several  caniels  or  dro- 
medsries,  overlooking  the  multitude  by  aid  of  their 
long  disproportioned  nedks. 

Wondering  and  displeaaed  at  asighttfo  uneznected 
and  singular,~for  it  was  customary  to  leave  aU  flags 
of  truce  and  other  communications  from  the  <  lemy- 
at  an  appointed  place  withoutnhebarrien^—the  boron 
looked  eagerly  round  for  some  one  of  whom  he  might 
inquire  the  cause  of  this  alarming  novelty. 

The  first  person  whom  he  met  advsncing  to  hiuH  ho. 
S3t  down  at  once,  by  his  grave  and  haoghty  step,  as 
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p«B  SuEeaocIli,  with  tb 


-    edCroai,  aod 

"B«i  know.  uxiBen^ 


lewlen  of  chc  mnr  of  lbs  BImb- 
n  Dolr  I  Roda  mf  amoil." 
f"  Mid  the  proud  BiroD  da  Vanx  i 

n-  oT  Itie  kiOfif  inii  phnea  u 

._   __,  Ji  ■hillipDriMchtheBiek-badof 

oIEn^a^  triihoDi  uic  coqkdI  oT  bimitf 

^ith  ihw ;''  bul  hifl  purpose  i  lo  jnuudi:  themS'^Lrfs  agvjntl  n," 

™  w^c.™  -.  ^ *™  Imihi,  who  movoi  for- '      He  «is  inmmg  lofuly  «"-»y,  wbm ibe Scot,  placUR 

wmJ  dimclirio  him,  »n[iicHHtingliimw]ih  formal  hdm*df  dowr,  ■nd  more  opposite  to. him  uked  in  » 
eonrrm  niil.  "Mr  Lonl(leViux(i(Gililuid.Ib>Te  calm  Toice.  rei  not  withuii i  eipniHng  tu*  ihan  gf 
IB  cbuB  to  apetk  intb  rou."  '  pnde,  wheiher  the  Lord  i>f  G;!al*ad  aieemed  him  ■ 

"Hir^  returned  :he  Knfd»h  haion,   "utiih  inel    genilpmaD  sod  «  (rood  knishi. 
Bat  nTroDT  pleasure,  so  it  he  •banlf  ^lokeD— I  am       *'  AK  Sniis  ere  timoblud  b)-  their  bitthtiebt,"  la- 
MtbfJGDg'i  errand."  swer.-ri  Thomas  de  Vaut  tomeihirui  tronicallj;  ba. 

"Mine  loL'ches  Kina  Rirhard  ret  more  Desric      nenahle  of  his  own  iniusiire,  and  p«i!«i' — 

■HIP I  lilt    Sit   EsiDeUi  1    "1    bring    him,    I    nusi.    Kennrib'a colour  rose. b^addoi.  "For 
biddi."  -     . 

The  Lotil  of  Gilsluid  nKUored  the  Sect  i 
awioloD*  ryf*.  •nd  repli«i,  "  TTion  ari  no 
-■jak.  ^Scoi^  hsdasBoon  ihojgbt  J)-o[ 


iv  tbc  Eirus  of  Englmod  wf 
^Sir Kenoelh.  though  d'Sj 


"SnrpJr  not,  fair"»r,  '  Bijd^tl^ 

princefl  open  doi  lo  an  rtio  m 

-Mi'^ionl,''  uid  Kennelb,  'i 
m  oommon  wilb  )oura^H  lu 
whti  1  have  ip  u  II  tnu'i  for  ihi 

ian.    la  pli 

Moorish  phn 

Ciu  Rjchar 

'^Moona 


leisFdw^ththe  mar 
almly-.'-Healthto 
_  Chnalendom-— Bi 
mai  I  «ef  ibe  Kins  t' 


you  wt'!1  and  bnvtlv  dischanie  j-our  deroir." 

"  Well.  thetL"  raid  Ihf  Smitisb  KnigbL  ttimBai 
with  ibe  frankneiB  of  the  laM  admiiwon,  "and la 
me  swear  10  yuu.  Tbnmas  of  Gtlsland,  that  ai(  I  tin 
miE  Sroiush  man,  whirh  I  hold  ■  pr'.  '         .;   il 

in   ih:«  morui  bfe.  and  forpivfriem  ol  '     '  ! 


Tdes 

luire,  lue  a  nonuera  i  oi 

prewni. cause  me  to    ihan  he  had  yet  rfhJiiiii'd.  "Td 
'   bnnM-ilh  me  ■  '  ihi.u  an  ibifrff  SB!isfii-d  m  this 


id  Del 


"HlB 


n  life,  mr  lord- 


is  bead,  wbicb  be  oSen   t 


ird.''  TTTiLnl  the  Scot,  "tbu  onlr  cui  I 
Tepl»!    ihai  my  Rjuin^  the  onlj-  one  of  mj"  Rtinoi 
whom  war  and  di9t'a<>i-  had  li  f^  in  illnMlmDce  on  ma. 
res^ulr  ntiSan."  said  De    hfts  been  of  iaie  sulfirinE  danfremuslf  under  Ibil 
desenni.    lenlPf'TeT.  whiih.  in  vai'ant  Kitic  Rjebani.  h»»  dia- 


js  panner  in 

^"^  "*"-■- —  '-  hHdZ''ii 
orlbeEinE 


der,  • 


twiii  boDiMiniilF  er 
ofbn  fever.  Thai  he 
from  ibr  Soktan.  « 


b  D  Hak 

"h  to«U! 


El  UilLim.  halh  m:nistGr«l  mnedieau 
■o  hours  since,  and  already  be  bath  Uko 

hasnr.ivBrf  dfcfauL  I  noThing  dotiht ;  thii 
I  ilunk.  wamnud  hi 


h  ibr  purtxne  lod^  ii.  is,  I 

ssion  from  the  ronl  SiilJan,        _    . 

vnL  aofar  *>  ahLnd<<d  inSdel  marbecalkdaa; 
ir  his  everii;»l  succ»a,  tlie  cenaulrofrcwaM 
IT  of  suMTeniiH!^  and  punitbnuot  in  cata  J 
nrr  fail'ire.  max  be  t  siitlicienl  guarantefL" 

in  doubinl.  jti  wa*  not  unwilling  lo  rccena 

. uon.    Ai  lenitta  he  kukrd  np  and  njd,  "Mar 

Ca»e  tneai'  ctoicle  to  be  disrhirpnl  of  their  burdena,    I  see  four  nick  squire.  Cur  sir  ?" 
and  Humeordflf  taken  as  to  the  ruception  of  liie  leanied  |      The  Sooitish  Vnifbi  beaitaied  and  ootoond,  ^ 
pbmnan  7"                                                                       I  answrred  at  last.  "  WiltinEk,  mr  Lord  of  Oibland; 
"  WondfTfuIf  **>d  Dr  Vui.  ts  (wakinc  10  bin- <  hut  you   mnsi   remember,  when   t-oQ  ace  mr  pocr 
■  uofSootla^lW 


is  bark.   W.11 


The  Enslis' 


Powerful  sdi-ervary  J' 
'I  njj^''lf."  replied  Sj-Senn 


tr  Vui.  ts  (wakmc  lo  bin 
ucbforlhehonour^Saladii 


1  conwllp 

■■Shame  to  lOe  soldier  of  ieCina*"  be  said,  " 
thinks  of  wor^dlv  ^jkodooF,  or  of  loiunDita  aoc 
modal  ion.  whoi  prenwiK  fxwaid  w  theeoaqoB 
Ibe  Hole  City.  F'are  u  hard  as  *e  mar,  wc 
vri  be  better  iban  the  hoK  r<  martpa  MM  st  M 
irtio,  hamift  trod  these  a 
BoUea  lanpo,  ar-' 


"K*  wi»  tna  most 
TVmu  of  GLldtind  '> 
niha,  prriiiipa  (bb  wi! 


leupbaricil  ipecch 

>onieiinia  happen,) 
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miraffim: 


uilcr,     ihiB  sear  mi 
but  100  «vil  1^  and  I 


mu^ai  B  lovet  uf  good  cbea  and  ^jlendid  iccom- 
Dodiuan.  B>- ibis  time  ihey  r*»cheil  ihe  placeof  ihe 
am  when  ihe  Knight  ot  ibe  Leopard  had  ■uumed 

jlppeirancM  here  did  indeed  promiK  do  breach  oC 
tbiUwa  of  mart  1  Gen  lion,  10  which  the  Cruaadera. 

liad.OugDl  to  auhjwt  Ihemsclvts.   Aapaceof  L-..iNiid, 

MCOtdins  lo  the  CruMdcra"       .  u.un] 

wuparuy  vacant— bccausr,   ..... ■  liiu^li^ 

bal  drmaQded  ground  la  i'.  ...^i  ..i  h:^  on^iiitii 

Rdnue — partly  occupied  hi  .g   i 

taatJf  cainaiructedof  bouK('>.  ,ir. 

!nTe&    These  habitattona  '-.-.u. 

Ud  meral  at  tbem  were  m.:-.-. 

wtakb  represented  the  paTjli.,r  lA     

tfat  point  of  a  spear;  from  nhirh  i|i<  long  folds  diopi 

Kotcbitix  raya  of  the  Asiatic  sun.    Bui  no  pig 

ambleni  of  feudal  power  and  iLnigntly  desn». 
Rfviation  defended  it  nut  frum  iniuli,  il  nad  no  other 

Sir  EctiRetb  taat  a  melnnchDly  look  around  him,    slumbere,' 
bi^  suppresiins  his  fecliiiKS,  eniered  the  hut,  making    had  acarct  _ 
I  larii  10  the  Barun  of  Qualand  to  fullow.    Hs  alao    arising  from  t 

ostaroand  a  glance  of  eiaminatjon.  which  implied    *-  -'  ' — 

fin  iwi   altogether  untningled   with  contempi,   to 
nidi,  perhaps,  ii  in  as  nearly  akin  as  ti  is  saiti  la  be 
kIotc.    Hb  then  stooped  his  lofty  crest,  and  em — ■■ 
akiwIyhuT,  nhich  his  bulky  form  seemed  almosi 
tiidi  ;o  (ill. 

Tbe  interior  ofibe  hut  was  chielly  occupied  by  two 
bcdi.     One  was  empiy,  hut  compomrd  of  collected    i.unricu  aup 
kaiA  and  spread  with  an  onielopc'e  hide.  It  aecmed,    blessed  nirc 
from  itie  articles  of  armour  laid  beside  it,  and  from  a    awaken  hin 


with  unusual  lustrtL  wars  tha  oqIj  linea- 
lis  visaee  that  could  be  diacernad  amid  iha 
in  which,  hs  waa  snveioped.    Tha  Engliab 


la  Engliab 


dsikneaa  is  ..,  . 

lord  iiood  aileni  with  a 

iioiwithatanding  the  roughness  of  his  general  bearini, 
a  scene  of  distress  and  poverty,  firmly  endured  wiih- 
iijii  complaint  or  murmur,  would  at  any  time  bava 
rlaimed  more  reverence  from  Thomaada  Vaui,  than 
would  all  the  splendid  furmalilies  uf  a  royal  presmce- 
i^hamber,  unless  that  presence- cbaniber  were  ICing 
Richard' ti-.u; — e , i 1   i...^ 


d  Thomas  da  Vsui,  grasping  tbs 
and,  with  a  preaaure  which  bad 
ihsn  he  permiiied  bia  words  to 
be  ameodad— Tour  eaquir*  ia 

Tbeaickm 


;suf  Palestine  1 
ofhis  native  la. 
ispeted  Sir  Ken 


le  hand  of  i 

IB  to  ihe  two  kni){ht8,i 

■m  to  the  front  of  the  I 
f  lasa   Ben  Alariatn,' 


happr  in  ini 
leVaulibul 

IS  pbyaiciao, 
nmr  iha 

It  qu«dy 


irefuMy  at 


acUi  had  apoken,  a 


3  looks  betokened, 
LK.    Hia  ciiucn  was  i rimmed  mo: 

Bmwnu  «f  llie  laiier,  the  loose  i 
lughta  showed  ttiemselves  on  pac 
the  aiher  lillle  spnre  articles  of  diti 
btdbKn  appliciTby  Sir  Kenneth  t. 
nan  of  his  sick  doinesiic.  In  an  oi 
hal,  which  fct  was  within  the  ranee  of  I 
Bamn's,  eye,  a  boy,  rudely  aliired  with 

oieDil  finery  was  much  tarnished,  aa 
^ichofinadish  filled  with  charcoal. 


sutily  than  liia 
le,  in  which  the  I 


"thc'lfniBl 


1  pan  of  ihe  ' 
;t,  whoae  | 


without  prejudice  to 

e  brief  converse  wilb  you,  or, 

in  which  cither,  and  especially  hisoia*- 

s  retreated  hefore  the  aulhorita tire  com- 
leerh,  who  neenied  fully  to  comprehend 
cc  of  the  Eastern  pioverb,  that  the  aic|l 
ie  patient  ia  Ihe  kingdom  of  the  phyti- 


ledw/of'tbe'l 
'ho  expected  \ 


■nd  ri 


lined  standinij  tofrether,  at 


IB  tofrethar, : 


Ika,  and  mil  ai 


I  farewell— and  Da 
is  mind  which  prs- 
mfromdoint;  so.  The  hound,  however,  bad 
utofihe  teni  after 'hem.  and  now  ihrUBl  bia 

Sauu  rii,,  ",v,  -  ....^.....^  ..^.^  -- -,^ — -^ .  ,w.,^  .^uWh  counicnance  mio  the  hand  of  niB.mastsf, 
e.  Pari  of  an  antelope  was  euipended  aaainst  asif  modeatly  soliciunfi  some  mark  of  hi  a  kindneea. 
aw  of  the  main  props  of  the  hut,  nor  wss  it  dimcult  He  had  no  sooner  received  the  notice  which  he  do- 
taknuwhow  it  nad  been  piocured;  for  a  larKe  stag  '  sired,  in  the  shape  of  a  kind  word  and  slight  cares*^ 
Bn-hoond,  nobler  in  siie  and  appearance  thon  those    than,  eager  to  aeknowlcdge  his  pratilude,  and  ioy  for 

ciea  which  guarded  King  Richard's  uitk-bed,  lay  tse-    liis  master't ■--  "■---    "     ' 

W  the  process  of  baking  the  cake.    The  sapseious    m  full 
aiDuL  oo  their  first  entrance,  u1  tared  atjiifled  srowl,    (here. 


le  food  with  the  Scotii 


But  he  »8W  his 
by  u-atigmg 
,ig  from  oiore  ,-..■ 
i^le  insiinci  had 


.„,  .ihcst  iikedi -.. 

Iter,  and  acknowledjied  his 
tail  and  couchin;;  his  head. 


fc-n':." 


cayed  hi 


_..  _ speed,  gslloping 

ith  outstretched  tail,  here  and 
■ndloriB, 


d  by  111 


if  AiDL  (he  Moorish 

ntmpS&cx  light  afiSwedlttileofl.^ 

Iwwpirl  of  hia  f«™  wBi  coveted  with  a  long  black 

kud,  wbiebdeacmdod  over  his  bieasi-that  he  wort 

•  ii|hto(paeA,«T«rt«r  cop  of  the  lamb's  wool  man 

ASid^'AalracM,    beanng    the    same    duBky 

•*u,and  iJiit  h»  Binple  "ft",n.  qr  Tutkish  robt 

•M  ^  of  •  dM  bM.    Two  pterang  ayat,  which 


lagaeity  knew  were  pmtec 
in.    Afietafcwenmbole  0 

imc  mood,  telnpsed  into  his  usual  gravity 
~  cestiire  and  deporimEnt.  and  looked 


Bi^  liu  couch,  BBl  on  a  coshion,  also  composed    and  alowness  of  cestiire  and  deporiment.  andlopked 
.■wetoecpu   --'u     f,y,icianofwhomSirKenneth    aa  if  he  were  ashamed  that  any  thing  abonld  have 
[cd,  after  Ihe  Eastern  fashion,    moved  him  to  depart  bo  far  out  of  his  sober  *eU- 
"'    '      "'  vH  that  [he  '  control. 

Both  knighiB  looked  on  with  pleaaurai 
Kenneth  waa  justly  proud  of  his  noble  hound, 
northern  Enp1i>h  baron  was  of  course  an  sdi 
iho  chase,  snd  a  judaa  uf  theanimBl  a  inetita.. 

"  A  right  able  dog,^'  he  said :    I  think,  fair  sir.  Kiiw 
Ricbaid^balb  w)i  u  alan  i(iw^  mvf  imi^uk,'! 
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he  be  as  stanch  as  he  is  swill.  But  let  me  pray  you— 
^peaking  in  all  honour  and  kindness— have  you  not 
heard  the  proclamation,  that  no  one,  under  the  rank 
of  earl,  shall  keep  huntinf?  dogs  within  King  Rich- 
ard*s  camp,  without  the  royal  license,  which,  I  think, 
Sir  Kenneth,  hath  not  been  issued  to  you?— I  speak 
as  Master  of  the  Horse." 

"And  I  answer  as  a  free  Scottish  knight,"  said 
Kenneth,  sternly.  "For  the  present  I  follow  the 
banner  of  Endand,  but  I  cannot  remember  that  I  have 
ever  subjected  myself  to  the  forest-laws  of  that  king- 
dom, nor  have  I  such  respect  for  them  as  would  in- 
cline me  to  dp  so.  When  the  trumpet  sounds  to  arms, 
my  foot  is  in  the  stirrup  as  soon  as  any— when  it 
clangs  for  the  charge,  my  lance  has  not  yet  been  the 
last  laid  in  the  rest.  But  for  my  hours  of'liberiy  or  of 
idleness,  King  Richard  has  no  title  to  bar  my  recrea- 
tion." 

"  Nevertheless,"  said  De  Vaux,  "  it  is  a  folly  to  dis- 
obey the  King's  ordinance— so,  mih  your  good  leave, 
I,  as  having  authority  in  that  matter,  will  send  you  a 
protection  tor  my  friend  here." 

"I  thank  you,"  said  the  Scot,  coldly;  "but  he 
knows  my  allotted  quarters,  and  within  these  I  can 
protect  him  myself.— And  yet."  he  said,  suddenly 
changing  his  manner,  "  this  is  out  a  cold  return  for  a 
well-meant  kindness.  1  thank  you,  my  lord,  most 
heartily.  The  King's  equerries,  or  prickers,  mif^t 
find  Roswal  at  disadvantage,  and  do  him  some  in- 
jury, which  I  should  not,  perhaps,  be  slow  in  return- 
mg,  and  so  ill  might  come  of  it.  Vou  have  seen  so 
much  of  my  housekeeping,  my  lord,"  he  added  with  a 
smile,  "that  I  need  not  shame  to  say  that  Roswal  is 
our  principal  purvevor ;  and  well  I  hope  our  Lion 
Richard  will  not  belike  the  lion  in  the  minstrel  fable, 
that  went  a-hunting,  and  kept  the  wnole  booty  to 
himself  I  cannot  think  he  would  grudge  a  poor  gen- 
tleman, who  follows  him  faithfully,  his  hour  of  sport, 
and  his  morsel  of  game,  more  especially  when  other 
(bod  is  hard  enough  to  come  by." 
^  "By  my  faith,  you  do  the  ^ing  no  more  than  jus- 
tice—and yet,  said  the  baron,  "  there  is  something  in 
these  words,  vert  and  venison,  that  turns  the  very 
brains  of  our  Norman  princes." 

"We  have  heard  of  late,"  said  the  Scot,  "by  min- 
strels and  pilgrims,  that  your  outlawed  yeomen  have 
formed  great  bands  in  the  shires  of  York  and  Not- 
tingham, having  at  their  head  a  most  stout  archer, 
called  Robin  Hood,  with  his  lieutenant.  Little  John. 
Methinks  it  were  better  that  Richard  relaxed  his 
forest-code  in  Enzland,  than  endeavoured  to  enforce  it 
in  the  Holy  Land." 

"Wild  work.  Sir  Kenneth,"  replied  De  Voux,  shrug- 
ging his  shoulders,  as  one  who  would  avoid  a  perilous 
or  unpleasing  topic— "  a  mad  world,  sir.— I  must  now 
bid  you  adieu,  having  presently  to  return  to  the  King's 
IMtyilion.  At  vespers,  I  will  again,  with  your  leave, 
visit  your  quarters,  and  speak  with  this  same  infidel 
physician.  I  would,  in  the  mean  time,  were  it  no  of- 
fence, willingly  send  you  what  would  somewhat  mend 
your  cheer.' 

**  I  thank  you,  sir,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  "  but  it  needs 
not:  Roswal  hath  already  stocked  my  larder  for  two 
weeks,  since  the  sun  of  Palestine,  if  it  brings  diseases, 
serves  also  to  dry  venison." 

The  two  wsmors  parted  much  better  friends  than 
they  had  met ;  but  ere  they  separated,  Thomas  de 
Vaux  informed  himself  at  more  length  of  the  circum- 
s^nces  attending  the  mission  of  the  Eastern  physi- 
cian, and  received  from  the  Scottish  knight  the 
credentials  which  he  had  brought  to  King  Richard  on 
the  part  of  Saladin. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 
A  win  phyiioiao;  tkill'd  oar  wouudt  to  heal, 
u  more  than  aimiM  to  Uie  common  weal.-Pon's  JMstf. 

"This  is  a  strange  tale,  Sir  Thomas,"  said  the  sick 
mooarch,  when  he  had  heard  the  report  of  the  trusty 
BtiOD  of  Gilsland;  "art  thou  sure  this  Scottish  man 
it  a  tall  man  and  true  V* 

"I  cannot  say,  my  lord,"  replied  the  jealous  Bor-, 
qmr;  "I  live  a  little  too  near  the  Scots  to  gather 
nmefa  truth  among  them,  having  fiwaid  them  ever  fair  | 


and  false.  But  this  man's  bearing  is  that  of  a  tnis 
man,  were  he  devil  as  well  as  a  Scot— that  I  most 
needs  say  for  him  in  conscience." 

"  And  for  his  carriage  as  a  knight,  how  say'st  thoUi 
De  Vaux?"  demanded  the  King. 

"It  is  your  Majesty's  business  more  than  mine 
to  note  men's  bearings ;  and  I  warrant  you  have 
noted  the  manner  in  wliich  this  man  of  the  Leo- 
pard hath  borne  himself.  He  hath  been  full  well 
spoken  of" 

"And  justly,  Thomas,"  said  the  King.  "  We  have 
ourselves  witnesstKl  him.  It  is  indeed  our  purpose 
in  placing  ourselves  ever  in  the  front  of  battle,  to  see 
how  our  liegemen  and  followers  acquit  themselvea^ 
and  noi  from  a  desire  to  occumulate  vain  glor}'  to 
ourselves,  as  some  have  supposed.  We  know  tbs 
vanity  of  the  praise  of  man,  which  is  but  a  vapour, 
and  buckle  on  our  armour  for  other  purposes  than  to 
win  it." 

De  Vaux  was  alarmed  when  he  heard  the  King  make 
a  declaration  so  inconsistent  with  his  nature,  and  be> 
lieved  at  first  that  nothing  short  of  the  approach  of 
death  could  have  brought  Hitn  to  speak  in  depreciating 
terms  of  mihtary  renown,  which  was  the  very  breatfi 
of  his  nostrils.  But  recollecting  he  had  met  the  royal 
confessor  in  the  outer  pavilion,  he  was  shrewd  enough 
to  place  this  temporary  self-abasement  to  the  effect  of 
the  reverend  man's  lesson,  and  suffered  the  King  to 
proceed  without  reply. 

"Yes,"  continued  Richard,  "I  have  indeed  marked 
the  manner  in  which  this  knight  does  his  devoir.  My 
leading-staff'  were  not  worth  a  fool's  bauble,  had  he 
escap(^  my  notice— and  he  had  ere  now  tasted  of  our 
bounty,  but  that  I  have  also  marked  his  overweening 
and  audacious  presumption." 

"M^  Uege,"  said  the  Baron  of  Gilsland.  observing 
the  King's  countenance  change,  "  I  fear  I  nave  trans* 
gresscd  your  pleasure  in  lending  some  countenance  to 
his  transgression." 

"How.  De  Multon.  thou?"  said  the  King,  con- 
tracting bis  brows,  and  speaking  in  a  tone  of  angry 
surprise.— "Thou  countenance  his  insolence?— It  can- 
not be." 

"Nay,  your  Majesty  will  pardon  me  to  remind  you, 
that  I  have  by  mine  office  right  to  grant  liberty  to  men 
of  gentle  blood,  to  keep  them  a  hound  or  two  within 
camp,  just  to  cherish  the  noble  art  of  venerie;  and 
besides,  it  were  a  sin  to  have  maimed  or  harmed  a 
a  thing  so  noble  as  this  gentleman's  dog." 
"Has  he  then  a  dog  so  handsome?"  said  the  Kinj^ 
"A  most  perfect  creature  of  Heaven,"  said  the 
baron,  who  was  an  enthusiast  in  field-sports-"  of  the 
noblest  Northern  breed— deep  in  the  chest,  strong  in 
the  stern,  black  colour,  and  brindled  on  the  breast  and 
legs— not  spotted  with  white,  but  just  shaded  into 
gmy— strength  to  pull  down  a  bull— swiftness  to  cots 
an  antelope." 

The  King  laughed  at  his  enthusiasm.  "  Well,  thon 
hast  given  him  leave  to  keep  the  hound,  so  there  is  an 
end  of  it.  Be  not,  however,  liberal  of  your  licenses 
among  those  knights  adventurers,  who  have  no  prince 
or  leader  to  depend  upon— they  are  ungovernable,  and 
leave  no  game  in  Palestine.— But  to  this  piece  of 
learned  heathenesse— say *st  thou  the  Scot  met  hunin 
the  desert?" 

"  No,  my  liege,  the  Scot's  tale  runs  thus :— He  was 
despatched  to  the  old  hermit  of  Engaddi,  of  whom 

men  talk  so  much' 

"'Sdeath  and  hell!"  said  Richard,  starting  a|k 
"By  whom  despatched,  and  for  what?  Who  darea 
send  any  one  thither,  when  our  Queen  was  in  the 
Convent  of  Engaddi,  upon  her  pilgrimage  for  our 
recovery  ?" 

"  The  Council  of  the  Crusade  sent  him,  my  lord,** 
answered  the  Baron  de  Vaux;  "for  what  purpose^ 
he  declined  to  account  to  me.  I  think  it  is  scarce 
known  in  the  camp  that  your  royal  consort  is  on  a 
pilgrimage— and  even  the  princes  may  not  have  been 
aware^  as  the  Queen  has  been  sequestered  from  com- 
pany since  your  love  prohibited  her  attendance  in  case 
of  infection." 

."  Well,  it  shall  be  looked  into,"  said  Richard.—"  So 
this  Scottish  man,  this  envoy,  met  with  a  wandaring 
physician  at  the  grotto  of  Engadd^ha?" 
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"Not  80,  Dv  liegei"  replied  De  Yau ;  "  bat  he  met, 
I  dunk,  near  that  place,  with  a  Saracen  Emir  with 
WMm  he  bad  some  mMc  in  the  way  of  proof  of  valour, 
ud  finding  him  worthy  to  bear  brave  men  company, 
they  went  together,  aa  errant  knights  are  wont,  to  the 
gRmoofEngaddL" 

Here  De  vauz  stopped,  for  he  was  not  one  of  those 
wbo  can  tell  a  long  story  in  a  sentence. 

"And  did  they  there  meet  the  physician  T'  demanded 
As  King,  impatiently. 

''No,  Diy  liege,"  replied  De  Vauz;  "but  the  Sara- 
cen, learning  your  Majesty*  s  ^pievous  illnes^  undertook 
that  Saladin  should  send  his  own  physician  to  you. 
tiid  with  many  assurances  of  his  eminent  skill ;  and 
became  to  the  i^rotto  accordin^y,  after  the, Scottish 
knight  had  tarned  a  day  for  him  and  more.    He  is 
aunded  as  if  he  were  a  prince,  with  drums  and  ata- 
Viia^  and  serranis  on  horse  and  foot,  and  brings  with 
bim  letters  of  credence  from  Saladin." 
''Have  they  been  examined  by  Giacomo  Loredani?" 
"I  showed  them  to  the  interpreter  ere  bringing  them 
Uther.  and  behold  their  contents  in  English." 
Ricbard  took  a  scroll,  in  which  were  inscribed  these 
words: — **The  blessing  of  Allah  and  his  Prophet 
Mabommed,  r*Out  upon  the  hound!"  said  Richard, 
ipttiiigin  contempt,  by  way  of  interjection  ;J  Saladin, 
ung  of  kings,  Soldan  of  Egypt  and  of  Syria,  the  light 
iod  pefoge  of  the  earth,  to  the  great  Melech  Ric, 
Richard  of  England,  greeting.    Whereas,  we  have 
heea  informed  that  the  hand  of  sickness  hath  been 
hexwj  open  thee,  our  roval  brother,  and  that  thou 
hast  with  thee  only  such  Nazarene  and  Jewish  medi- 
dners,  as  work  without  the  blessing  of  Allah  and  our 
holy  Prophet,  ("Confusion  on  his  head  I"  again  mut- 
tered the  English  monarch,]  we  have  therefore  sent 
to  tend  and  wait  upon  thee  at  this  time,  the  physician 
to  our  own  person,  Adonbec  el  Hakim,  before  whose 
iiioe  the  an^l  Azrael*  spreads  his  winga  and  departs 
firooi  the  sick  chsmber;  who  knows  the  virtues  of 
herbs  and  stones,  the  path  of  the  sun,  moon,  and 
star%  and  can  save  man  from  all  that  is  not  written 
OD  m»  forehead.    And  this  we  do,  praying  you  heartily 
to  hcmour  and  make  use  of  his  skill :  not  only  that 
we  may  do  aervice  to  thy  worth  and  valour,  which 
is  the  glory  of  all  the  nations  of  Frangistan,  but 
that  wc  may  bring  the  controverey  which  ia  at  pre- 
sent between  us  to  an  end,  either  by  honourable 
aicreemeat,  or  by  open  trial  thereof  with  our  weapons, 
in  a  fair  field;  seeing  that  it  neither  becomes  thy 
alace  and  courage,  to  die  the  death  of  a  slave  who 
oath  been  overwrought  by  his  task-master,  nor  befits 
it  oar  fame  that  a  brave  adversary  be  snatched  from 
oar  weapon  by  such  a  disease.    And,  therefore,  may 
thehol^^- — 

**HoId,  hold,"  aaid  Richard,  I  will  have  no  more  of 

his  dog  of  a  Prophet !    It  makes  me  sick  to  think  the 

▼aitant  and  worthy  Soldan  should  believe  in  a  dead 

dog.— Yes,  I  will  aee  his  physician.   I  will  put  myself 

into  the  charge  of  this  Hakim— I  will  repay  the  noble 

Soldan  his  generosity— I  will  meet  Salaidin  in  the 

field,  as  be  so  worthily  proposes,  and  he  shall  have 

M  cause  to  term  Richard  of  England  ungrateful.    I 

win  atrike  him  to  the  earth  with  my,  battle-axe— I 

will  convert  him  to  the  Holy  Church  with  such  blows 

u  he  has  rarely  endured— He  shall  recant  his  errore 

before  my  gocxi  cross-handled  sword,  and  I  Vill 

kave  him  baptized  in  the  battle-field,  from  my  own 

bdroet,  though  the  cleansing  watere  were  mixed  with 

^  blood  of  us  both. — Haste^  De  Vsux,  why  dost  thou 

ddsy  a  conclusion  so  pleasing?   Fetch  the  Hakim 

hither." 

''My  lord."  aaid  the  baron,  who  perhaps  saw  some 
eeoession  of  fover  in  this  overflow  of  confidence,  "be- 
think you,  the  Soldan  is  a  pagan,  and  that  you  are  his 
most  formidable  enemv**-: — - 

"For  which  reason  he  is  the  more  bound  to  do  me 
eerrice  in  this  matter,  lest  a  paltry  fevet  end  the  quar- 
rel betwixt  two  such  kings.  I  tell  thee,  he  loves  me 
le  I  love  him— as  noble  adversaries  ever  love  each 
otber-by  my  honour,  it  were  sin  to  doubt  his  good 

fiith.*" 

"NevertbelesB,  my  lord,  it  were  well  to  wait  the 
fane<Mr  these  medicmea  upon  the  Scottish  squhe," 

*  The  Angel  of  Death. 


V,  my  liege."  replied  the  stoat« 
that  youra  lies  at  pledge  aa  weU 


said  the  Lord  of  Gilaland ;  **  m v  own  Hie  dep^ndii  upon 
it,  for  worthy  were  I  to  die  like  a  dog;  did  I  proceed 
rashly  in  this  matter,  and  make  shipwreck  of  the  weal 
of  Christendom." 

"  I  never  knew  thee  before  hesitate  for  foar  of  lifo^" 
said  Richard,  upbraidingly. 

"Nor  would  I  now, 
hearted  baron, "  save 
as  my  own." 

"  Well,  thou  suspicious  mortal,"  answered  Richard, 
"begone  then,  and  watch  the  progress  of  this  remed^r* 
I  could  almost  wish  it  might  nthercure  or  kill  me,  for 
I  am  weary  of  lying  here  Tike  an  ox  dying  of  the  mur- 
rain, when  tambours  are  beating,  horses  stamping; 
and  tnimpets  sounding  without"^ 

The  baron  hastily  departed,  resolved,  however,  to 
communicate  his  errand  to  some  churchman^  aa  he 
felt  something  burdened  in  conscience  at  the  idea  of 
his  master  being  attended  by  an  unbeliever. 

The  Archbishop  of  Tyre  was  the  first  to  whom  he 
confided  his  douots,  knowing  his  interest  with  hit 
master,  Richard,  who  both  loved  and  honoured  that 
sagacious  prelate.  The  bishop  heard  the  doubts  which 
De  Vaux  stated,  with  that  acuteness  of  intelligence 
which  distinguishes  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy.  The 
religious  scruples  of  De  Vaux  he  treated  with  aa  much 
lightness  as  propriety  permitted  him  to  exhibit  on  such 
a  subject  to  a  lavman., 

"  Mediciners,"  he  said,  "  like  the  medicines  which 
they  employed,  were  often  useful,  though  the  one  were 
by  hirth  or  mannera  the  vilest  of  humanitv,  as  th^ 
others  are,  in  many  cases,  extracted  from  the  basest 
materials.  Men  masr  uae  the  assistance  of  pagant 
and  infidels,"  he  continued,  "in  their  need,  and  ther0 
is  reason  to  think,  that  one  cause  of  their  heing  per* 
mitted  to  remain  on  earth,  is  that  they  might  minister 
to  the  convenience  of  true  Christians- Thus,  we  law- 
fully make  slaves  of  heathen  captives.— Again,"  pro- 
ceeded the  prelate,  "  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  primi- 
tive Christians  used  the  services  of  the  unconverted 
heathen— thu&  in  the  ship  of  Alexandria,  in  which  the 
blessed  Apostle  Paul  sailed  to  Italy,  the  sailora  were 
doubtless  pagans;  yet  what  said  the  holy  saint  when 
their  nwiistiy  was  needful—*  Nisi  hi  in  navi  manse 
rinty  V09  salvi  fieri  non  potestia — ^Unless  these  men 
abide  in  the  ship,  ^e  cannot  be  saved.*  Again,  Jewa 
are  infidels  to  Christianity,  as  well  as  Mahommedans. 
Rut  there  are  few  physicians  in  the  camp  excepting 
Jews,  and  such  are  employed  without  scandal  or  scru- 
ple. Therefore  Mahommedans  mav  be  used  for  their 
service  in  that  capacity— Tuocf  erai  demonstrandum. 

This  reasoning  entirely  removed  the  scruples  of 
Thomas  de  Vaux,  who  was  particularly  moved  by 
the  Latin  quotation,  as  he  did  not  underatand  a  worn 
of  it. 

But  the  Bishop  proceeded  with  far  less  fluency,  when 
he  considered  the  possibility  of  the  Saracen'a  acting 
with  bad  faith :  and  here  he  came  not  to  a  ipeedy 
decision.  The  oaron  showed  him  the  lettera  of  cr»- 
dence.  He  read  and  re-read  them,  and  compared  tbt 
original  with  the  translation. 

'^It  is  a  dish  choicely  cooked,"  he  said,  "  to  the  pa- 
late of  King  Richard,  and  I  cannot  but  have  my  suspi- 
cions of  the  wily  Saracen.  They  are  curious  in  the 
art  of  poisons,  and  can  so  temper  them  that  they  shall 
be  weeks  in  acting  upon  the  party,  during  which  time 
the  perpetrator  has  leisure  to  escspe.  They  can  im- 
pregnate cloth  and  leather,  nay,  even  paper  and pareh- 
ment,  with  the  most  subtle  venom— Our  Lady  forgive 
me !— And  wherefore,  knowing  this,  hold  I  these  let- 
tera of  credence  so  close  to  my  face  7— Take  them.  Sir 
Thomas,  take  them  speedily." 

Here  he  gave  them  at  armVlength,  and  with  some 
appearance  of  haste,  to  the  baron.  But  come,  my 
Lord  de  Vaux,"  be  continued,  "  wend  we  to  the  tent 
of  ihiS'Sick  squire,  where  we  shall  learn  whether  this 
Hakim  hath  really  the  art  of  curing  which  he  pro- 
fesseth,  ere  we  consider  whether  there  be  safety  m 
permitting  him  to  exerciss  his  art  upon  King  Richard. 
—Yet,  hold !  let  me  firat  take  my  poancet-box.  for 
these  fevera  spread  like  an  infection.    I  would  advise 

ru  to  use  dried  rosemary  steeped  in  vinegar,  my  lord, 
too,  know  something  of  the  heahng  art.^' 
"I  thank  your  reverend  lordahjp,"^replied  Thomas 
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of  Oiblaiid  ^  "Imt  had  I  bMn  tceeaaible  to  the  fever,  I 
had  eauj^t  it  long  since  by  the  bed  of  my  master." 

The  Bishop  of  Tyre  blushed,  for  he  had  rather  avoid- 
ed the  presence  oi  the  sick  monarch ;  and  he  bid  the 
baron  lead  on.  ,    ,  ,      .  , 

As  they  paused  before  the  wretched  hut  m  which 
Kenneth  of  the  Leopard  and  his  follower  abode,  the 
Bishop  said  to  De  Vaux,  "  Now,  of  a  surety,  my  lord, 
these  Scottish  knights  have  worse  care  of  their  fol- 
io were  than  we  of  our  don.  Here  is  a  knight,  valia  n  t 
they  say  in  battle,  and  thought  fitting  to  be  graced 
with  cbargesof  weight  in  time  of  truce,  whose  eaouire 
of  the  body  is  lodged  worse  than  in  the  worst  dog- 
kennel  in  jSngland.  What  say  you  of  your  neigh- 
bours?" 

"That  a  master  doth  well  enough  for, his  servant, 
when  he  lodifeth  him  in  no  worse  dwelling  than  his 
own,"  said  De  Vauz,  and  entered  the  hut. 

The  bishop  followed,  not  without  evident  reluc- 
tance; for  though  he  lacked  not  courage  in  some  re- 
■pectfeL  yet  it  was  tempered  with  a  strong  and  lively 
rsgara  for  his  own  safety.  He  recollected,  however, 
the  necessity  there  was  for  Judging  personally  of  the 
akill  of  the  Arabian  physician,  and  entered  the  hut 
with  a  stateliness  of  manner,  calculated,  as  he  thought, 
to  impose  respect  on  the  stranger. 

The  pr^ate  was,  indeed,  a  striking  and  command- 
ing figure.  In  his  youth  he  had  been  eminently  hand- 
some, and,  even  in  age,  was  unwilling  to  appear  less 
so.  His  episcopal  dress  was  of  the  richest  fashion, 
trimmed  with  costly  fur,  and  surrounded  by  a  cope 
of  curious  needle-wnrk.  The  rings  on  his  fingers 
were  worth  a  goodly  barony,  and  the  hood  which  he 
wore,  though  now  unclasped  and  thrown  back  for 
heat,  had  studs  of  pure  gold  to  fasten  it  around  his 
throat  and  under  his  chin  when  he  so  inclined.  His 
long  beard,  now  silvered  with  age.  descended  over  his 
breast.  One  of  two  youthful  acolytes  who  attended 
him,  created  an  artificial  shade,  peculiar  then  to  the 
East,  by  bearing  over  his  head  an  umbrella  of  pal- 
metto leaveai,  while  the  other  refreshed  his  reverend 
master  by  agitating  a  fan  of  peacock-feathers. 

When  the  Bishop  of  Tyre  entered  the  hut  of  the 
Scottish  knight,  the  master  was  absent;  and  the 
Moorish  physician,  whom  he  had  come  to  see,  sat  in 
the  very  posture  in  which  Dc  Vauz  bad  left  him  seve- 
ral, hours  before,  cross-legged  upon  a  mat  made  of 
twisted,  leaves,  by  the  side  of  the  patient,  who  ap- 
lieared  in  deep  slumber,  and  whose  pulse  he  felt  from 
time  to  time.  The  bishop  remained  standing  before 
him  in  silence  for  two  three  minutes,  as  if  expecting 
some  honourable  salutation,  or  at  least  that  the  Sara- 
cen would  seem  struck  with  the  dignity  of  bis  appear- 
ance. But  Adoobecle  Hakim  took  no  notice  or  him 
beyond  a  passing  glanca  and  when  the  prelate  at 
length  saluted  him  m  the  lingua  franca  current  in  the 
ooimtry,  he  only  replied  by  the  ordinary  Oriental 
greeting,  **Salam  o/tcum— peace  be  with  you." 

"  Art  thou  a  physician,  infidel  1"  said  the  bishop, 
somewhat  mortified  at  this  cold  reception,—"  I  would 
apeak  with  thee  on  that  art" 

"If  thou  knewest  aught  of  medicine,"  answered  El 
Hakim,  "thou  wouldst  be  aware,  that  physicians 
hold  no  counsel  or  debate  in  the  sick  chamber  of 
their  patient.  Hear,"  he  added,  as  the  low  growling 
of  the  stag-hound  was  heard  from  the  inner  hut, 
"even  the  dog  might  teach  thee  reason,  Ulemat.  His 
instinct  teaches  bim  to  suppress  his  barking  in  the 
sick  man*s  hearing.— Come  without  the  tent,"  said 
he,  rising  and  leading  the  way,  "if  thou  hast  aught 
10  say  with  me." 

Notwithstanding  the  plainnesa  of  the  Saracen 
leech's  drees,  and  his  inferiority  of  size,  when  con- 
trasted with  the  tall  prelate  and  gigantic  English  ba- 
ron, there  was  something  striking  in  his  manner  and 
countenance,  wh'ch  prevented  the  Bishop  of  Tyre 
from  ezpreasing  strongly  the  displeasure  ne  felt  at 
uis  unceremonious  rebuke.  When  without  the  hut, 
be  gazed  upon  Adonbec  in  silence,  for  several  mi- 
nutes, before  he  could  fiz  on  the  best  manner  to  renew 
the  conversation.  No  locks  were  seen  under  the  high 
bonnet  of  the  Arabian,  which  hid  also  part  of  a  brow 
that  seemed  lofty  and  ezpanded,  smooth,  and  free 
from  wnokles,  as  were  his  cheeks,  where  they  were 


seen  under  the  shade  of  his  long  beard.    We  hare 
elsewhere  noticed  the  piercing  quality  of  his  dark  eyes- 

The  prelate,  struck  with  his  spparent  youth,  mt 
length  broke  a  pause,  which  the  other  seemed  in  na 
haste  to  interrupt,  by  demanding  of  the  Arabian  hoav 
old  he  wasl 

"  The  yeara  of  ordinary  men,"  said  the  Saracen, 
"are  counted  by  their  wrinkles;  those  of  wges  by 
their  studies.  1  dare  not  call  rovself  older  than  ■ 
hundred  revolutions  of  the  Hegira.^'* 

The  Baron  of  Oilsland,  who  took  this  for  a  literal 
assertion,  that  he  was  a  century  old,  looked  doubt' 
fully  upon  the  prelate,  who,  though  he  better  under- 
stood the  meaning  of  El  Hakim,  answered  hisgtanoe 
by  mysteriously  snaking  his  head.  He  rcsuned  an 
air  of  importance,  when  he  again  authoritatively  de- 
manded, what  evidence  Adonbec  could  produce  of 
his  medical  proficiencv. 

*  Ye  have  the  word  of  the  mighty  Saladin,'*  aaid 
the  sage,  touching  his  cap  in  sign  of  reverence;  '*a 
word  which  was  never  broken  towards  friend  c*r  foa 
—what,  Nazarene,  wouldst  thou  demand  more?" 

"I  would  have  ocular  proof  of  thy  skill,"  said  the 
baron,  "and  without  it  thou  approachest  not  to  tha 
couch  of  King  Richard." 

"  The  praise  of  the  physician,"  said  the  Arabian, 
"is  in  the  recovery  of  nis  patient  Behold  this  ser- 
geant, whose  blood  has  been  dried  up  bv  the  fever 
which  has  whitened  your  camp  with  skeletons,  and 
against  which  the  art  of  vour  Nazarene  leeches  hath 
been  like  a  silken  doublet  against  a  lance  of  steeL 
Look  at  his  fingere  and  arms,  wasted  like  the  daws 
and  shanks  of  the  crane.  Death  had  this  morning 
his  clutch  on  him ;  but  had  Azrael  been  on  ono  aide 
of  the  couch,  I  being  on  the  othenhis  soul  should  not 
have  been  reft  from  his  body.  Disturb  roe  not  with 
farther  questions,  but  await  the  critical  minute,  and 
behold  in  silent  wonder  the  marvellous  event." 

The  physician  had  then  recourse  to  his  astrolabe^ 
the  oracle  of  Eastern  science,  and,  watching  with 
grave  precision  until  the  precise  time  of  the  evening 
prayer  had  arrived,  he  sunk  on  his  knees,  with  his 
face  turned  to  Mecca,  and  recited  the  petitions  whids 
close  the  Moslemah's  day  of  toil.  The  bishop  and  the 
English  baron  looked  on  each  other,  mean  whiH 
with  symptoms  of  contempt  and  indignation,  bat 
neither  judged  it  fit  to  interrupt  El  Hakim  in  fail 
devotions,  unholy  as  they  considered  them  to  be. 

The  Arab  arose  from  the  earth,  on  which  be  had 
prostrated  himself^  and,  walking  into  the  hot  where 
the  patient  lay  eztended,  he  drew  a  sponge  from  a 
small  silver  boz,  dipt  perhaps  in  some  aromatic  dis- 
tillation ;  for  when  he  put  it  to  the  sleeper*s  nose,  he 
sneezed,  awoke,  and  looked  wildlv  around.  He  was 
a  ghastiv  spectacle,  as  he  sat  up  almost  naked  on  his 
couch,  the  bones  and  cartilages  as  visible  tbrougb 
the  surface  of  his  skin,  as  if  they  had  never  been 
clothed  with  flesh ;  his  face  was  long,  and  furrowed 
with  wrinklea,  but  his  eye,  though  it  wanoerni  at 
fint,  became  gradually  more  settled.  He  soemed  to 
be  aware  of  the  presence  of  his  dignified  visiterSi  for 
he  attempted  feebly  to  pull  the  covering  from  hb 
head,  in  token  of  reverence,  as  he  inquired,  in  a  sob- 
dued  and  submissive  voice,  for  his  master. 

"  Do  you  know  us,  vassal  T*  said  the  Lord  cf 
Oilsland. 

"  Not  perfectly,  my  lord,"  replied  the  squire,  ftindy. 
"  My  sleep  has  been  long  and  full  of  dreama.  Tel  I 
know  that  you  are  a  great  English  lord,  aa  seemeih 
by  the  red  cross,  and  this  a  holy  prelate,  whoae  blM»> 
ing  I  crave  on  me  a  poor  sinner. 

^'  Thou  heat  it— Benedictio  Domini  bU  vofnacum,^ 
said  the  prelate,  making  the  aign  of  the  crcMS^  biit 
without  approaching  nearer  to  the  patient's  bed. 

"Your  eyes  witn^s."  said  the  Arabian,  "the  fevrr 
hath  been  aubdued— he  speaks  with  calmneasaod 
recollection— his  pulse  beats  composedly  as  yooia-' 
tryits pulsations  yourself" 

The  prelate  decUned  the  ezperiment;  but  TTio- 
mas  of  Oilsland,  more  determined  on  making  the 
trial,  did  so,  and  satisfied  himself  that  the  fever  was 
indeed  gone. 

*  Mssainff ,  thst  his  attainaNOta 
b««n  mad*  in  a  nundrad  iraerL 
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"  This  is  most  wonderftil,"  said  the  knight,  look- 
^  to  the  bishop;  '*  the  man  is  assuredly  cured.  I 
tanst  conduct  this  mediciner  presently  to  King  Rich- 
■nTs  tent — What  thinks  your  reverence  7" 

^*  Slay,  Jet  me  finish  one  cure  ere  I  commence  an- 

Jlhsr,"  said  the  Arab;  "I  will  pass  with  you  when 
hmweg^yen  my  patient  the  second  cup  of  this  most 
ohr  dixir." 

So  flsyins  he  pulled  out  a  silver  cud,  and  filling  it 
with  wmter  ftora  a  gourd  which  stood  by  the  bed-side, 
he  next  diew  forth  a  small  silken  bag  made  of  net- 
work, twisted  with  silver,  the  contents  of  which  the 
brstandcra  could  not  discover,  and  immersing  it  in 
itte  Clip,  continued  to  watch  it  in  silence  during  the 
'naoe  of  five  minutes.  It  seemed  to  the  spectators  as 
B  some  efierrescenoe  took  place  during  the  operation, 
but  if  sol  it  instantly  subsided. 

"Drink,"  said  the  physician  to  the  sick  man?- 
"sleep,  and  awaken  free  from  malady." 

"And  with  this  aimple-seeming  draught,  thou  wilt 
nndertake  |o  care  a  monarch  T  said  the  Bishop  of 
Tfre, 

**!  havectned  a  beffiar,  as  you  may  behold,"  replied 
the  sasDe.  "Are  thekings  of  Vrangistan  made  of 
other  amy  than  the  meanest  of  their  subjects  7" 

**L^  lis  have  him  presently  to  the  King,"  said  the 
Baron  of  Gilsland,  He  hath  shown  that  he  pos- 
sesses the  secret  which  may  restore  his  health.  If  he 
fails  to  exercise  it,  I  will  put  himself  past  the  power 
of  medicine." 

As  they  were  about  to  leave  the  hut,  the  sick  man, 
nonng  his  voice  as  much  as  his  weakness  permitted, 
exdamaecL  **  Reverned  father,  noble  knight,  and  you, 
kind  leecn,  if  you  would  have  me  sleep  and  reco- 
I  ver,  tell  me  in  charity  what  is  become  of  my  dear 
master?" 

"He  is  upon  a  distant  expedition,  friend."  replied 
the  pidate ;  "  on  an  honouraole  embassy,  wmch  may 
I  deuun  him  for  some  days." 

"Nay,"  said  the  Baron  of  Gilsland,  "why  deceive 
ike  poor  fisllow  7 — Friend,  thy  master  has  renuned  to 
the  camp,  and  you  will  presently  see  him." 

The  invalid  held  up,  as  if  in  thankfulness,  his  wasted 
luuids  to  Heaven,  and  resisting  no  longer  the  sopori- 
ftroQs  operation  of  the  elixir,  sunk  down  in  a  gentle 

'^ou  are  a  better  physician  than  I,  Sir  Thoma&" 
•aid  the  prelate  ;  "  a  soothing  falsehood  is  fitter  ror 
a  lick  room  than  an  unpleasing  truth." 

"How  mean  you,  my  reverend  lord 7"  said  de 
Vanx,  hastily.  "Think  you  I  would  tell  a  falsehood 
to  eave  the  fives  of  a  dozen  such  as  he  7" 

"  You  said"  repUed  the  bishop,  with  manifest  symp- 
toms of  alarm—  you  said  the  esquire's  master  was 
Btnmed—he,  I  mean,  of  the  Coucbant  Leopard  7" 

"And he  U  returned,"  said  De  Vaux.  "I  spoke 
with  him  but  a  few  hours  since.  This  learned  leech 
Gune  in  his  companv." 

"Holy  Virgin  1  why  told  you  not  of  his  return  to 
meT'  sud  the  bishop,  in  evident  perturbation. 

"Dki  I  not  say  that  this  same  Knight  of  the  Leo- 
pard had  retomed  in  company  with  the  physician  7— 
itbonght  I  had."  replied  De  vaux,  carelessly;  "but 
^hat  signified  his  return,  to  the  skill  of  the  physi- 
cian or  the  care  of  his  Majesty  7" 

Much,  Sir  Thomas— it  signified  much,"  said  the 
nahop,  clenching  bis  hands.  Dressing  his'foot  against 
we  earth,  and  giving  signs  oi  impatience,  as  if  m  an 
■s^ohmtary  manner.  "But  where  can  he  be  gone 
BOW,  this  same  knight  7— God  be  with  us—here  may 
1»  some  fatal  errors !" 

Yonder  serf  in  the  outer  space,"  said  De  Vaux, 
not  without  wonder  at  tho  bishop's  emotion.  "  can 
Piwably  tell  us  whither  his  master  has  gone. 
.  The  lad  was  summoned,  and,  in  a  language  nearly 
incomprehensible  to  them,  gave  them  at  length  to 
onderatand,  that  an  ofiioer  had  summoned  his  mas- 
ta  to  the  royal  tent,  some  time  before  their  arrival  at 
tnatof  hu  maater.  The  anxiety  of  the  bishop  ap- 
fond  to  rise  to  the  highest,  and  became  evident  to 

ut  Vtox,  though  neither  an  acute  observer,  nor  of  a 

*Mpiciou8  temper.    But  with  his  anxiety  seemed  to 

laciease  his  wish  to  keep  it  subdued  and  unobserved. 

o6  took  a  hasty  leave  of  De  Vaux,  who  locked 


after  him  with  astonishment ;  and,  after  shragsdng 
up  his  shoulders  in  silent  wonder,  proceedeoT  to 
conduct  the  Arabiati  phyaician  to  the  tent  of  ''^ 
Richard. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

This  it  the  Prince  of  Lee^et ;  fever,  plafue, 
Cold  rheum,  and  hot  podafra,  do  but  look  on  hian. 
And  quit  their  graap  upon  the  tortured  linews. 


Thb  Baron  of  Gilsland  walked  with  slow  step  and 
an  anxious  countenance  towards  the  royal  pavilion. 
He  had  much  diffidence  of  his  own  capacity,  except 
in  a  field  of  battle,  and,  conscious  of  no  very,  acute 
intellect,  was  usually  contented  to  wonder  at  circum- 
stances, which  a  man  of  liveUer  imagination  would 
have  endeavoured  to  investigate  and  understand^  or 
at  least  would  have  made  the  subject  of  speculation. 
But  it  seemed  very  extraordinary,  even  to  him,  that 
the  attention  of  the  bishop  should  have  been  at  once 
abstracted  from  all  reflection  on  the  marvellous  cure 
which  they  had  witnessed,  and  upon  the  probability 
it  afforded  of  Richard  being  restored  to  nealtb,  Ij 
what  seemed  a  very  trivial  piece  of  information,  an- 
nouncing the  motions  of  a  oeggarly  Scottish  knight, 
than  whom.  Thomas  of  Guelancl  knew  nothing 
within  the  circle  of  gentle  blood  more  unimportant 
or  contemptible;  and,  despite  his  usual  habit  oif  pas- 
sively beholding  passing  events,  the  baron's  spirit 
toiled  with  unwonted  attempts  to  form  conjectures  on 
the  cause. 

At  length  the  idea  occurred  at  once  to  him^hat  the 
whole  might  be  a  conspiracy  against  King  Richard, 
formed  within  the  camp  of  the  allies,  and  to  which 
the  bishop,  who  was  by  some  represented  as  a  politic 
and  unscrupulous  person,  was  not  unlikely  to  have 
been  accessory.  It  was  true,  that,  in  his  own  opinion, 
there  existed  no  character  so  perfect  as  that  of  his 
master;  for  Richard  being  the  flower  of  chivalry,  and 
the  chief  of  Christian  leadera,  and  obeying  in  all 
points  the  commands  of  Holy  Churcb.De  Vaux^s  ideas 
of  perfection  went  no  farther.  Still  he  knew  that, 
however  unworthily,  it  had  been  always  his  master's 
fate  to  draw  as  much  reproach  and  dislike,  as  honour 
and  attachment,  from  the  display  of  his  great  qualities ; 
and  that  in  the  very  camp,  and  amongst  those  princes 
bound  by  oath  to  the  Crusade,  were  many  who  would 
have  sacrificed  all  hope  of  victory  over  the  Saracens, 
to  the  pleasure  of  ruining,  or  at  least  of  humbling, 
Richard  of  England. 

"Wherefore, '  said  the  baron  to  himself^  "it  is  in 
no  sense  impossible  that  this  El  Hakim,  with  this 
his  cure,  or  seeming  cure,  wrought  on  the  body  of  the 
Scottish  squire,  may  mean  nothing  but  a  trick,  to 
which  he  of  the  Leopard  may  be  accessory,  and 
wherein  the  Bishop  ox  Tyre,  prelate  as  he  is,  may 
have  some  share." 

This  hy|K)thesis,  indeed,  could  not  be  so  easily  re- 
conciled with  the  alarm  manifested  by  the  bishop,  on 
learning  that,  contrary  to  his  expectation,  the  Scot- 
tish knight  had  suddenly  returned  to  the  Crusaders' 
camp.  But  De  Vaux  was  influenced  only  by  his 
general  prejudices,  which  dictated  to  him  the  assured 
belief^  that  a  wily  Italian  priest,  a  false-hearted  Soot, 
and  an  infidel  physician,  formed  a  set  of  ingredients 
from  which  all  eviL  and  no  good,  was  likely  to  be 
extracted.  He  resolved,  however,  to  lay  his  scruples 
bluntly  before  the  King,  of  whose  judgment  he  had 
nearly  as,high  an  opinion  as  of  his  valour. 

Mean  time,  events  had  taken  place  very  contrary  to 
the  suppositions  which  Thomas  de  Vaux  had  enter- 
tained. Scares  had  he  left  the  royal  pavilion,  when, 
betwixt  the  impatience  of  the  fever,  and  that  which 
was  natural  to  his  disposition,  Richard  began  to  mur 
mur  at  his  delay,  and  express  an  earnest  desire  foi 
his  return.  He  had  seen  enough  to  try  to  reason 
himself  out  of  this  britation,  which  greatly  increased 
his  bodily  malady.  He  wearied  his  attendan  is  by,  de- 
manding from  them  amusements  and  the  breviary 
of  the  pnest,  the  romance  of  the  clerk,  even  the  harp 
of  his  favourite  minstrel,  were  had  recourse  to  in  vain. 
At  length,  some  two  hours  before  sundown,  and  long, 
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of  the  Council  hold  our  health,"  replied  the  Enfilish 
King;  "and  arc  well  aware  how  much  they  must 
have  suffered  by  suppresainR  all  curiosity  concerning 
it  for  fourteen  days,  for  fear,  doubtless,  of  aggravating 
our  disorder,  by  showing  their  anxiety  regarding  the 
event." 

The  flow  of  the  Marquis's  eloquence  being  checked, 
and  he  himself  thrown  into  some  confusion  by  this 
rroly,  his  more  austere  companion  took  up  the  thread 
or  the  conversation,  and,  with  as  much  dry  and  brief 
gravity  as  was  consistent  with  the  presence  which 
he  addressed,  informed  the  King  that  they  came  from 
the  Council,  to  prny,  in  the  name  of  Cnristcndom. 
"that  he  WDuTd  not  suffer  his  health  (o  be  tampered 
with  by  an  infidel  physician,  said  to  be  despatched  by 
Saladin,  until  the  Council  had  taken  measures  to  re- 
move or  confirm  the  suspicion,  which  they  at  present 
conceived  did  attach  itself  to  the  mission  of  such  a 
person." 

"Grand  Master  of  the  Holy  and  Valiant  Order 
of  Knights  Templars,  and  you.  Most  Xoble  Marquis 
of  Montscrrat,"  replied  Richanl,  "if  it  please  you  to 
retire  into  the  adjoining  pavilion,  you  sfiall  presently 
see  what  account  we  make  of  the  tender  remon- 
strances of  our  royal  and  princely  colleaguea  in  this 
relurious  warfare. 

Tnc  Marquis  and  Grand  Master  retired  accord- 
ingly ;  nor  had  they  been  many  minutes  in  the  out- 
ward pavilion  when  the  Eastern  physician  arrived, 
accompanied  by  the  Raron  of  Gilsland,  and  Kenneth 
of  Scotland.  The  baron,  however,  was  a  little  later 
of  entering  the  tent  than  the  other  two,  stopping, 
perchance,  to  issue  some  orders  to  the  warders 
without. 

As  the  Arabian  physician  entered,  he  made  his 
obeisance,  after  the  Oriental  fashion,  to  tlic  Marquis 
and  Grand  Master,  whose  dignity  was  apparent, 
both  from  their  appearance  ana  their  bearing.  The 
Grand  Master  returned  the  salutation  with  an  ex- 
pression of  disdainful  coldness,  the  Marquis,  with  the 
popular  courtesy  which  he  habitually  practised  to 
men  of  every  rank  and  nation.  There  was  a  pause; 
for  the  Scottish  knight,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  De 
Vaux,  presumed  not,  of  his  own  authority,  to  enter 
the  tent  of  the  King  of  England,  and,  during  this 
interval,  the  Grand  Master  sternly  demanded  of  the 
Moslem,— "Infidel,  hast  thou  the  courage  to  practise 
thine  art  upon  the  person  of  an  anointed  sovereign 
of  the  Christian  host  7" 

"  The  sun  of  Allah,"  answered  the  sage,  "  shines 
on  the  Nazarene  as  well  as  on  the  true  believer,  and 
his  servant  dare  make  no  distinction  between  them, 
when  called  on  to  exercise  the  art  of  healing." 

"  Misbelieving  Hakim,"  said  the  Grand  Master, 
"  or  whatsoever  they  call  thee  for  an  unbaptized  slave 
of  darkness,  dost  thou  well  know,  that  thou  shalt  be 
torn  asunder  by  wild  horses  should  King  Richard 
die  under  thy  charge  ?" 

"  That  were  hard  justice,"  answered  the  physician ; 
"seeing  that  I  can  But  use  human  means,  and  that 
the  issue  is  written  in  the  book  of  light." 

"  Nay,  reverend  and  valiant  Grand  Master,"  said 
the  Marquis  of  Montserrat,  "consider  that  this  learned 
man  is  not  acquainted  with  our  Christian  order, 
adopted  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  for  the  safety  of  his 
anointed.-;- Be  it  known  to  thee,  grave  physician, 
whose  skill  we  doubt  not,  that  your  wisest  course  is 
to  repair  to  the  presence  of  the  illustrious  Council  of 
our  Holy  Leagiie,  and  there  to  give  account  and 
reckoning  to  siich  wise  and  learnra  leeches  as  they 
shall  nominate,  concerning  your  means  of  process 
and  cure  of  this  illustrious  patient;  so  shall  you 
escape  all  the  danger,  which,  rashly  taking  such  a 
high  matter  upon  your  sole  answer,  you  may  else 
most  likely  incur." 

"  My  lords,"  said  El  Hakim,  "  I  understand  you 
well.  But  knowledge  hath  its  champions  as  well  as 
your  military  art,  nay,  hath  sometimes  had  its  mar- 
tyrs as  well  as  religion.  I  have  the  command  of  my 
Mvereign.  the  Soldan  Saladin,  to  heal  this  Nazarene 
King,  and,  with  the  blessing  of  the  Prophet,  I  will 
obey  his  commands.  If  1  fail,  ye  wear  swords  thirst- 
ing for  the  blood  of  the  faithful,  and  I  proffer  my  body 
to  your  weapons.    But  I  will  not  reason  with  one 


uncircumcised  upon  the  virtue  of  the  medicines  of 
which  I  have  obtained  knowledge  through  the  grace 
of  the  Prophet,  and  Iprav  you  interpose  no  delay 
between  me  and  mv  office. 

"  Who  talks  of  delay  7"  said  the  Baron  de  Vaux, 
hastily  entering  the  tent ;  "  we  have  had  but  too  much 
already.— I  salute  you,  my  Lord  of  Montserrat,  and 
you,  valiant  Grand  Master.  But  I  must  presently 
pass  with  this  learned  physician  to  the  bedside  of  my 
master." 

"  My  lord,"  said  the  Marquis,  in  Norman-French, 
or  the  language  of  Ouie,  as  it  was  then  called,  **  tie 
you  well  advised  that  we  came  to  expostulate  on  the 
part  of  the  Council  of  the^  Monarchs  and  Princx*  of 
the  Cnisade,  against  the  risk  of  permitting  an  infidd 
and  Eastern  physician  to  tamper  with  a  health  so 
valuable  as  that  of  vour  master  King  Richard  1" 

"Noble  Lord  Marquis,"  replied  the  EnglishmaiL 
bluntly,  "  I  can  neither  use  many  words,  nor  do  i 
deUght  in  listening  to  them— moreover,  I  am  much 
more  ready  to  believe  what  my  eyes  have  seen,  than 
what  my  ears  have  heard.  I  am  satisfied  that  this 
heathen  can  cure  the  sickness  of  King  Richard,  aiid 
I  believe  and  trust  he  will  labour  to  do  so.  Time  Ui 
precious.  If  Mahommed— May  Grod's  curse  be  on 
him  !— stood  at  the  door  of  the  tent,  with  such  £ur 
purpose  us  this  Adonbec  el  Hakim  entertains,  I  would 
hold  it  sin  to  delay  him  for  a  minute— So,  give  ye 
God'en,  my  lords." 

"  Nay,  but."  said  Conrade  of  Montserrat,  "  the 
King  htmsclt  said  we  should  be  present  when  this 
same  physician  dealt  upon  him." 

The  baron  whispered  the  chamberlain,  probably 
to  know  whether  the  Marquis  spoke  truly,  and  then 
rt^plicd,  "  My  lords,  if  you  will  hold  your  patience,  yon 
are  welcome  to  enter  with  us;  but  if  you  iniemjptjby 
action  or  threat,  this  accomplished  physician  in  nn 
dutVj  be  it  known,  that,  without  respect  to  your  hiah 
quality.  I  will  enforce  your  absence  from  Richarari 
tent;  for  know,  I  am  so  well  satisfied  of  the  virtue 
of  this  man's  medicines,  that  were  Richard  himfdf 
to  refuse  them,  by  Oiu-  Lady  of  Lanercost,  I  think  I 
could  find  in  my  heart  to  force  him  to  take  the  meine 
of  his  cure  whether  he  would  or  no. — Move  onwaid, 
El  Hakim." 

The  last  word  was  spoken  in  the  lingua  franca 
and  in.Htnntly  obeyed  by  the  physician.  The  Grand 
Master  looked  gnmly  on  the  unceremonious  old  sol* 
dier,  but,  on  exchanging  a  glance  with  the  Maiquii, 
smoothed  his  frowning  brow  as  well  as  he  ccwld, 
and  both  followed  De  vaux  and  the  Arabian  into  the 
inner  tent^  where  Richard  lay  exoecting  them,  with 
that  impatience  with  which  the  sick  man  watcbSes  the 
step  of  his  physician.  Sir  Kenneth,  whose  atteod- 
ance  seemed  neither  asked  nor  prohibited,  felt  himneK 
by  the  circumstances  in  which  he  stood,  entitled  to 
follow  these  high  dignitaries,  but.  conscious  of  his 
inferior  power  and  rank,  remained  Bkx>f  during  the 
scene  which  took  place. 

Richard,  when  they  entered  his  apartment,  im- 
mediately exclaimed.  "  So  ho !  a  goodly  fellowship 
come  to  see  Richard  take  his  leap  in  the  dark.— My 
noble  allies,  I  greet  you  as  the  representatives  of  oar 
assembled  league;  Richard  will  again  be  amongK 
you  in  his  former  fashion,  or  ye  shalfbcar  to  the  grave 
what  is  left  of  him.— De  vaux,  lives  he  or  dies  be^ 
thou  hast  the  thanks  of  thy  prince— There  is  yet  an- 
other—but this  fcver  hath  wasted  my  eyesight— what, 
the  bold  Scot,  who  would  climb  Heaven  withoal  a 
ladder  7— he  is  welcome  too.— Come,  Sir  Hakim,  to 
the  work,  to  the  work." 

The  physician,  who  had  already  informed  himKlf 
of  the  various  symptoms  of  the  King's  ilbieas,  nam 
felt  his  nulsefor  a  long  time,  and  with  deepattentioii, 
while  all  around  stood  silent,  and  in  breathless  ex- 
pectation. The  sage  next  filled  a  cup  with  tanag 
water,  and  dipt  into  it  the  small  red  purse,  which,  as 
formerly,  he  took  from  his  bosom.  Wh«i  he  seemed 
to  think  it  sufficiently  medicated,  he  was  about  to 
oflTer  it  to  the  sovereign,  who  prevented  him,  by  say- 
ing, "  Hold  an  instant.— Thou  hast  felt  my  pnlse^ 
let  me  lay  my  finger  on  thine.— I  too,  as  becomes  a 
good  knight^  know  something  of  thine  art." 
The  Arabian  yielded  his  hand  without  heatation, 
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*  Hue  is  .most  wondeHul,"  said  the  knight,  look- 
I  to  the  bishop;  "  the  man  is  assuredly  cured.  I 
Est  conduct  this  mediciner  presently  to  King  Rich- 
W»  tent— What  thinks  your  reverence  V* 
^  Stay,  let  me  finish  one  cure  ere  I  commence  an- 
v"  said  the  Arab  ;  "I  will  pass  with  you  when 
ife^ven  my  patient  the  second  cup  of  this  most 
durir" 

I  saying  he  polled  out  a  silver  cud,  and  filling  it 
__  water  from  a  gourd  which  stood  by  the  bed-side, 
I  next  drew  forth  a  small  silken  bag  made  of  net- 
twisted  with  silver,  the  contents  of  which  the 
ers  could  not  discover,  and  immersing  it  in 
continued  to  watch  it  in  silence  during  the 
'five  minutes.    It  seemed  to  the  spectators  as 
lefiervescence  took  place  during  the  operation, 
:if  Kx  it  instantly  subsided. 
'Drink,"  said  the  physician  to  the  sick  man— 
leep,  and  awaken  free  from  malady." 
'Alia  with  this  simple-seeming  draue^t,  thou  wilt 
dertake  lo  cure  a  monarch'?    said  the  Bbhop  of 

'I  have  cured  a  begmir,  as  you  may  behold,"  replied 
i.  "  Are  the  kings  of  Frangistan  made  of 
ly  than  the  meanest  of  their  subjects  7" 

'Let  us  have  him  presently  to  the  King,"  said  the 

'"^^  of  Gilsland.  He  bath  shown  that  he jpos- 
I  the  secret  which  may  restore  his  health.  If  he 
to  exefdse  it,  I  will  put  himself  past  the  power 
IT  medicine." 

As  they  were  nbout  to  leave  the  hut,  the  sick  man, 
ttisi^his  voice  as  much  as  his  weakness  permitted, 
ttdumed  "  Reverned  father,  noble  knight,  and  you, 
Bud  leeen,  if  you  would  have  me  deep  and  reco- 
il, tell  me  in  charity  what  is  become  of  my  dear 
matrV* 

"He  is  upon  a  distant  expedition,  friend,"  replied 
tMiffriate ;  "  on  an  honourable  embassy,  which  may 
■tuo  him  for  some  days." 

"Nay,"  said  the  Baron  of  Gilsland,  "why  deceive 
Ik  poor  fellow  7— Friend,  thy  master  has  returned  to 
tMcamp,  and  you  will  presently  see  him." 

The  invalid  held  up,  as  if  in  thankfulness,  his  wasted 
mil  to  Heaven,  and  resisting  no  longer  the  sopori- 
■Kwsoperatbn  of  the  elixir,  sunk  down  in  a  gentle 

^Too  are  a  better  physician  than  I,  Sir  Thoma&" 
Mid  the  prelate  ;  "  a  soothing  falsehood  is  fitter  for 
asdiroom  than  an  unplcasing  truth." 

How  mean  you,  my  reverend  lord  7"  said  de 
TUX,  hastily.  "  Thmk  you  I  would  tell  a  falsehood 
to  iMre  the  fives  of  a  dozen  such  as  he  7" 

You  said"  replied  the  bishop,  with  manifest  symp- 
toms of  alarm— ^'  you  said  the  esquire's  master  was 
■toned—hej  I  mean,  of  the  Coucbant  Leopard  f 

Aod  he  w  returned,"  said  De  Vaux.  "  I  spoke 
with  him  but' a  few  hours  since.  This  learned  leech 
cwaem  his  company." 

Holy  Virgin !  why  told  you  not  of  his  return  to 
to^i  ttid  the  bishop,  in  evident  perturbation. 

Ojd  I  not  say  that  this  same  Knight  of  the  Leo- 
pvd  had  returned  in  company  with  the  physician  7— 
I  thought  I  had  "  replied  De  Vaux,  carelessly ;  'but 
^bat  signified  his  return,  to  the  skill  of  the  physi- 
«ftor  the  cure  of  his  Majesty  7" 

Much,  Sir  Thomas— it  signified  much,"  said  the 
Jtohop,  clenching  his  hands.  Dressing  hisfoot  afi^ainst 
iP'ttrth,  and  giving  signs  oi  impatience,  as  if  m  an 
Jjjwontaiy  mamicr.  But  where  can  he  be  gone 
{»*.  Uus  same  knight  7— God  be  with  us— here  may 
<»  »nie  fatal  errore!" 

londer  serf  in  the  outer  space,"  said  De  Vaux, 

Mt  without  wonder  at  the  bishop's  emotion,  "  can 

»*wwbly  tell  us  whither  his  master  has  gone.'* 

j"»e  lad  was  summoned,  and,  in  a  language  nearly 

"J"^™°w  We  to  them,  gave  them  at  length  to 

"ooentand,  that  an  officer  had  summoned  his  mas- 

S«»  ??'^yal  tent,  some  time  before  their  arrival  at 

^jof  his  master.    The  anxiety  of  the  bishop  ap- 

g«fi  to  nse  to  the  highest,  and;  became  evident  to 

"^•ux,  though  neither  an  acute  observer,  nor  of  a 

wwious  temper.    But  with  his  anxiety  seemed  to 

Rvv'l"^  wish  to  keep  it  subdued  and  unobserved. 

*»•  took  a  hasty  leave  of  De  Vaux,  who  looked 

F. 


after  him  with  astonishment ;  and,  after  shnigging 
up  his  shoulders  in  silent  wonder,  proceeded  to 
conduct  the  Arabiati  physician  to  the  tent  of  "'^ 
Richard. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Thia  M  the  Prinoa  of  LeeehM ;  fever,  plasue. 
Cold  rheum,  and  hot  podam,  do  but  look  on  hiai. 
▲nd  quit  their  graap  upon  the  tortured  linews. 


The  Baron  of  Gilsland  walked  with  slow  step  and 
an  anxious  countenance  towards  the  royal  pavilion. 
He  had  much  diffidence  of  his  own  capacity,  except 
in  a  field  of  battl&  and,  conscious  of  no  very  acute 
intellect,  was  usually  contented  to  wonder  at  circum- 
stances, which  a  man  of  livelier  imagination  would 
have  endeavoured  to  investigate  and  understand,  or 
at  least  would  have  made  the  subject  of  speculation. 
But  it  seemed  very  extraordinary,  even  to  him,  that 
the  attention  of  the  bishop  should  have  been  at  once 
abstracted  from  all  reflecUon  on  the  marvellous  cure 
which  they  had,  wimessed,  and  upon  the  probability 
it  afibrded  of  Richard  being  restored  to  nealth,  by 
what  seemed  a  very  trivial  piece  of  information,  an- 
nouncing the  motions  of  a  beggarly  Scottish  knie^ht, 
than  whom  Thomas  of  Gusland  knew  nothing 
within  the  circle  of  gentle  blood  more  unimportant 
or  contemptible ;  and,  despite  his  usual  habit  of  pas- 
sively beholding  passing  events,  the  baron's  spirit 
toiled  with  unwonted  attempts  to  form  conjectures  on 
the  cause. 

At  length  the  idea  occurred  at  once  to  him^hat  the 
whole  might  be  a  conspiracy  against  King  Richard, 
formed  within  the  camp  of  the  allies,  and  to  which 
the  bishop,  who  was  by  some  represented  as  a  politic 
and  unscrupulous  person,  was  not  unlikely  to  have 
been  accessory.  It  was  true,  that,  in  his  own  opinion, 
there  existed  no  character  so  perfect  as  that  of  his 
master;  for  Richard  being  the  flower  of  chivalry,  and 
the  chief  of  Christian  leaders,  and  obeying  m  all 
points  the  commandsof  Holy  Church.De  Vauirs  ideas 
of  perfection  went  no  farther.  Still  he  knew  Uiat, 
however  unworthily,  it  had  been  always  his  master's 
fate  to  draw  as  much  reproach  and  dislike,  as  honour 
and  attachment,  from  the  display  of  his  great  qualities  s 
and  that  in  the  very  camp,  and  amongst  those  princes 
bound  by  path  to  the  Crusade,  were  many  who  would 
have  sacrificed  all  hope  of  victory  over  the  Saracens, 
to  the  pleasure  of  ruining,  or  at  least  of  humbling, 
Richara  of  En&iand. 

"Wherefore,  said  the  baron  to  himseli^  "it  is  in 
no  sense  impossible  that  this  El  Hakim,  with  this 
his  cure,  or  seeming  cure,  wrought  on  the  body  of  the 
Scottish  squire,  may  mean  nothing  but  a  trick,  to 
which  he  of  the  Leopard  may  be  accessory,  and 
wherein  the  Bishop  of  Tyre,  prelate  as  he  is,  may 
have  some  share." 

This  hypothesis,  indeed,  could  not  be  so  easily  re- 
conciled with  the  alarm  manifested  by  the  bishop,  on 
learning  that,  contrary  to  his  expectation,  the  Scot- 
tish knight  had  suddenly  returned  to  the  Crusaders* 
camp.  But  De  Vaux  was  influenced  only  by  his 
general  prejudices,  which  dictated  to  him  the  assured 
belief  that  a  wily  Italian  priest,  a  false-hearted  Soot, 
and  an  infidel  physician,  formed  a  set  of  ingredients 
from  which  all  evil  and  no  good,  was  Ukely  to  be 
extracted.  He  resolved,  however,  to  lay  his  scruples 
bluntly  before  the  King,  of  whose  judgment  he  had 
nearly  as  high  an  opinion  as  of  his  valour. 

Mean  time,  events  had  taken  place  very  contrary  to 
the  suppositions  which  Thomas  de  Vaux  bad  enter- 
tained. Scaroa  had  he  left  the  royal  pavilion,  when, 
betwixt  the  impatience  of  the  fever,  and  that  which 
was  natural  to  his  disposition,  Richard  began  to  mur 
mur  at  his  delay,  ana  express  an  earnest  desire  foi 
his  return.  He  had  seen  enough  to  try  to  reason 
himself  out  of  this  britation,  which  greatly  mcreased 
his  bodily  malady.  He  wearied  his  attendan ts  by,  de- 
manding from  them  amusements  and  the  breviary 
of  the  pnest,  the  romance  of  the  clerk,  even  the  haip 
of  his  favourite  minstrel,  were  had  recourse  to  in  vain. 
At  length,  some  two  hours  beSom  sundown,  and  long, 
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Jonmlem.^  A  King  should  tread  freely,  Gnmd 
Master,  and  should  not  be  controlled  by  here  a  ditch, 
and  there  a  fence— here  a  feudal  privilege,  and  there  a 
mail-clad  baron,  with  his  sword  m  his  Hand  to  main- 
tain it.  To  sum  the  whole,  I  am  aware  that  Guy  de 
Lusignan*B  claims  to  the  throne  would  be  preferred  to 
min&  if  Richard  recovers,  and  has  aught  to  say  in 
the  choice." 

"Enough,"  said  the  Grand  Master;  "thou  hast 
indeed  convinced  me  of  thy  sincerity.  Others  may 
hold  the  same  opinionsu  but  few.  save  Conrade  of 
Montserrat,  dared  franklv  avow  that  he  desires  not 
the  restitution  of  the  kinsaom  of  Jerusalem,  but  rather 
prsfers  being  master  of  a  portion  of  its  fragments, 
like  the  barbarous  islanders,  who  labour  not  fer  the 
deliverance  of  a  goodly  vessel  from  the  billows,  ex- 
pecting rather  to  enrich  themselves  at  the  expense  of 
the  wreck." 

"Thou  wilt  not  betray  my  counsel  T  said  Conrade, 
kwkiius  sharply  and  suspiciously.  "Know,  for  cer- 
tain, that  my  tongue  shall  never  wrong  my  head,  nor 
my  hand  forsake  the  defence  of  either.  Impeach  me 
if  thou  wilt— I  am  pr^red  to  defend  myself  in  the 
lists  against  the  best  Templar  who  ever  laid  lance  in 
rest" 

"Yet  thou  start'st  somewhat  suddenly  for  so  bold 
a  steed."  said  the  Grand  Master.  "  However,  I  swear 
to  thee  by  the  Holy  Temple^  which  our  Order  is  sworn 
to  defend,  that  I  will  keep  counsel  with  thee  asa  true 
comrade." 

"By  which  Temple?"  said  the  Marquis  of  Mont- 
serrat whose  love  of  sarcasm  often  outran  his  policv 
and  discretion:  "swearest  thou  by  that  on  the  hiU 
of  Zion,  which  was  built  by  Kong  Solomom  or 
by  that  symbohcal,  emblematical  edifice,  which  is 
■aid  to  be  spoken  of  in  the  counsels  held  in  the 
vaults  of  your  Preoeptories,  as  something  which 
infers  the  aggrandisement  of  thy  valiant  and  venera- 
UTOrderr'^ 

The  Templar  scowled  upon  him  with  an  eye  of 
death,  but  answered  calmly,  "  By  whatever  temple  I 
swear,  be  assured.  Lord  MarquiBL  mv  oath  is  sacred. 
I  would  I  knew  now  to  bind  (fue  by  one  of  equal 
obligation." 

"I  will  swear  truth  to  thee^"  said  the  Marquis, 
laughing,  "  by  the  Earl's  coronet,  which  I  hope  to  con- 
vert, ere  these  wars  are  oyer^  into  something  better. 
It  feels  cold  on  my  brow,  that  same  slight  coronal;  a 
duke's  cap  of  maintenance  were  a  better  protection 
against  such  a  night-breeze  as  now  blows,  and  a 
lung's  crown  more  preferable  still,  being  lined  with 
comfortable  ermine  and  velvet  In  a  word,  our  inte- 
rests bind  us  together;  for  think  not.  Lord  Grand 
Master,  that,  were  these  allied  Princes  to  regain  Jeru- 
salem, and  place  a  king  of  their  own  cboosmg  there, 
diey  would  suffer  jrour  Order,  any  more  than  my  poor 
marquisate,  to  retain  the  independence  which  we  now 
hold.  No,  by  Our  Lady !  In  such  case,  the  proud 
Knights  oil  Saint  John  must  sgain  spread  plasters, 
and  dress  plague-«>res,  in  the  nospitals:  and  you, 
most  puissant  and  venerable  Knights  of  the  Temple, 
must  return  to  your  condition  of  simple  men-at-arms, 
sfeep  three  on  a  pallet,  and  mount  two  upon  one  horse, 
as  your  preeent  seal  still  expresses  to  have  been  your 
ancient  most  simple  custom." 

"The  rank,  privileges,  and  opulence  of  our  Order 
prevent  so  much  degradation  as  you  threaten,"  said 
the  Templar,  haughuly. 

"These  are  your  bane,"  said  Conradeof  Montsemt ; 
"  and  you,  as  well  as  I,  reverend  Grand  Master,  know, 
tjiat,  wene  the  allied  Princes  to  be  suocessful  in  Pales- 
tine^ it  would  be  their  first  point  of  poli<^  to  abate  the 
independence  of  your  Order,  which,  but  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  holy  father  the  Pope,  and  the  necessity  of 
iBrnploying  your  valour  in  the  conquest  of  Palestine, 
you  would  long  since  have  esmerienced.  Give  them 
complete  success,  and  you  will  be  flung  aside,  as  the 

•  Th*  Ambm  de  Jaraninn  won  ttM  difwl  of  limdal  tow, 
«W|poiMl  by  Godfrey  of  Bonlooe.  for  Uia  coveraiMnt  of  the 
uUiB  kinfdom  of  P^eftJne,  wheo  reeooqgered  (torn  the  Sum- 
otM.  "It  WM  oooipoMd  with  advice  of  the  petnereh  end 
Miose,  the  elernr  and  laity."  and  ia,  nya  the  hiatorian  Qfliboo, 
"  a  pieeioua  monunent  of  ftodatoir  juriaimMUmee,  ftmnded 
npoa  Uiope  priociplea  of  (keedom  which  weie  eaNatial  to  the 


splinters  of  a  broken  lanoe  are  tOMed  oat  of  the  tilt- 
yard." 

"There  may  be  truth  in  what  you  aaiy,  said  the 
Templar,  darkly  smihng ;  "but  what  were  our  haoes 
should  the  allies  withdraw  their  forces^  and  leave  Pa- 
lestine in  the  grasp  of  Saladin  ?" 

"Great  and  assured,"  replied  Conrade;  "the  Sol- 
dan  would  give  large  provinces  to  maintain  at  his  be- 
hest a  body  of  well-appointed  Frankish  lanoea.  In 
Egjrpt,  in  Persia,  a  hundred  such  auziliaiiea,  joined 
to  nis  own  light  cavabry^ould  turn  the  battle  aaainst 
the  most  fearful  odda  This  dependence  wouU  bebot 
for  a  time— perhaps  during  the  life  of  this  enterpnaaig 
Soldan— but,  in  the  East,  empires  aiiae  like  mush- 
rooms. Suppose  him  dead,  and  us  strengthened  wita 
a  constant  succession  of  fiery  and  adventorous  spints 
from  Europe,  what  might  wo  not  hope  to  achieve,  un- 
controlled by  these  monarchs,  whose  dignity  tluows 
us  atpresent  into  the  shade— and,  were  ther  to  lemaui 
here,  and  succeed  in  this  expedition,  woold  wilhndy 
consign  us  for  ever  to  degradation  and  deDendenceT' 

"You  say  well,  my  Lord  Marquis,"  said  the  Grand 
Master ;  "  and  your  words  find  an  echo  in  my  bosom. 
Yet  must  we  be  cautious ;  Philip  of  France  is  wise  as 
well  as  valiant" 

"True,  and  will  be  therefore  the  more  easfly  di- 
verted m>m  an  expedition^  to  which,  in  a  moment  of 
enthusiasm,  or  urged  by  his  nobles,  ne  rashly  bound 
himself  He  is  jmIoos  of  King  Richard,  his  natorsi 
enemy,  and  longs  to  return  to  prosecute  plans  of  am- 
bition nearer  to  Paris  than  Palesdne.  Any  (air  pre- 
tence will  serve  him  for  withdrawing  from  a  scene,  in 
which  he  is  aware  he  is  wasting  the  force  of  his  king- 
dom." 

"  And  the  Duke  of  Austria  V*  and  the  TsroDlar. 

"Oh,  touching  the  Duke,"  returned  Conrade,  "hii 
self-conceit  and  folly  lead  him  to  the  same  coodo- 
sions  as  do  Philip's  policy  and  wisdom.  He  conoflnes 
himself;  God  help  the  whiles  ungntefolly  treated,  be- 
cause men's  mouths,— even  those  of  his  own  miim^ 
nnger9,*—tae  filled  with  the  praises  of  King  Richard, 
whom  he  foan  and  hatea  and  in  whose  harm  he 
would  regoice,  like  those  unbred  dastardly  curs,  who, 
if  the  foremost  of  the  pack  is  hurt  by  the  gnpe  of  the 
wolf,  are  much  more  fikely  to  assail  the  sofierer  from 
behind,  than  to  come  to  his  assistancei — ^Bnt  where- 
fore leu  I  this  to  thee,  save  to  show  that  I  am  in  sin- 
cerity in  desiring  that  this  league  be  broken  op,  and 
the  country  freed  of  these  great  monarchs  with  their 
hosts?  and  thou  well  knowest,  and  hast  thyself seso, 
how  all  the  princes  of  influence  and  power,  one  aloos 
exoe|>ted,  are  eager  to  enter  into  treaty  with  the  Sol- 

"i  acknowledge  it,"  said  the  Templar:  "he  wen 
blind  that  had  not  seen  this  in  their  last  deliberatiooa 
But  lift  yet  thy  mask  an  inch  higher,  and  tell  roe  thy 
real  reason  for  preesing  upon  the  Council  that  North- 
em  Englishman,  or  Scot,  or  whatever  you  call  yoo- 
der  Kmght  of  the  Leopard,  to  carry  their  proposals 
for  a  treaty  1" 

"There  was  a  poUcy  in  it,"  replied  the  Italian;  "his 
character  of  native  of  Britain  was  sufficient  to  meet 
what  Saladin  required,  who  knew  him  to  betoog  to 
the  band  of  Richard,  while  his  character  of  Scot,  and 
certain  other  personid  grudges  which  I  wot  o£,  rm- 
dered  it  most  unlikely  that  our  envoy  should,  on  Iw 
return,  hold  any  communication  with  the  sick-bed  ei 
Richard,  to  whom  his  presence  was  ever  unscoept- 
ablft" 

" Oh,  too  fine-spun  pohcvi"  said  the  OrandMastori 
"trust  me,  that  Italian  KHders*  webs  will  never  mob 
this  unshorn  Sampson  oi  the  Isle— well  if  you  can  do 
it  with  new  cords,  and  those  of  the  toughest  See  rpa 
not  that  theenvoy  whom  youhaveselected  so  carefully, 
hath  brought  us.  in  this  phvsician,  the  means  of  re- 
storing the  lion-nearted,  bull-necked  Enghshman,  to 
prosecute  his  Crusading  enterprise;  and,  so  soon  as 
he  is  able  once  more  to  rush  on,  which  oi  the  pnnoss 
dare  hold  back?— They  must  foOow  him  for  veiy 
shame,  although  they  would  march  under  tfte  banndr 
of  Satan  as  soon." 

"Be  content,"  said  Conrade  of  Montsenat;  *^«* 
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(his  phyncian,  if  he  work  by  any  thing  short  ofmirn- 
calouB  agency,  can  accomplish  Richara's  cure,,  it  may 
be  poMBDle  lo  put  some  open  rupture  hetwixt  the 
FrenrhmaiL,  at  least  the  Austrian,  and  his  allies  of 
Encland.  so  that  the  breach  shall  he  irreconcilable ; 
ana  Richard  may  ari««from  his  bed,  perhaps  to  com- 
mand ba  own  native  trtiops,  but  never  again,  by  his 
sole  eoers!}',  to  wield  the  f«)rcc  of  the  whole  Crusade." 
*^Thou  art  a  v^illing  archer,"  said  the  Templar; 
"bat,  Conrade  of  Montserrat,  thy  bow  is  over  slack 
10  carry  an  arrow  to  the  mark." 

He  then  aropt  short,  cast  a  suspicious  ghince  to  see 
dial  no  one  overheard  him,  and  taking  Conrade  by 
ibe  hand,  pressed  it  eagerly  as  he  looked  the  Italian 
ia  the  face,  and  repeated  slowly,— "  Richard  arise 
from  hia  bed,  say'st  thou  ?— Conrade,  he  must  never 
Mi»'* 

The  Marauis  of  Montscrrat  started—"  What  !— 
spoke  you  of  Richard  of  England— of  Coiurde  Lion— 
the  champion  of  Christendom  T' 

His  cheek  turned  pale,  and  his  knees  trembled  as 
be  fpoke.  The  Templar  Idoked  at  him,  with  his  iron 
vbicp  contorted  into  a  smile  of  contempt. 

"Cnow'st  thou  what  thou  look'st  like,  Sir  Conrade, 
at  this  moment?  Not  like  the  politic  and  valiant 
Xarniic  of  Montserrat- not  like  him  who  would  di- 
rect tb^  Council  of  Princes,  and  doicmiinc  the  fate  of 
csiptres— but  like  a  novice,  who.  stumbling  upon  a 
ecnhiration  in  his  master's  book  of  gTamar>'e,  has 
raised  the  devil  when  he  least  thought  of  it,  and  now 
itands  terrified  at  the  spirit  which  appears  before 
lun." 

"I  grant  you,"  said  Conrade,  rccoverinsr  hiniwlf. 
"'hit  onless'sonne  other  sure  road  could  be  diMvivcrcd 
— tboQ  hast  hinted  at  that  which  leads  mopt  direct  to 
«T  purpose.  But,  blessed  Mary !  wc  shall  become 
rb«  curse  of  all  Europe,  the  malediction  of  every  one, 
brm  the  Pope  on  his  throne  to  the  very  beggar  at  the 
chorrh  gate,  who,  ragged  and  leprous,  in  the  last  cx- 
rrenityof  human  wretchedness,  shall  bless  himself 
'hai  he  is  neither  Giles  Amnury,  nor  Conrade  of 
MootserraL" 

~If  ihou  takcst  it  thus,"  said  the  Grand  Master, 
v:2i  the  same  composure  which  characterized  him  all 
ibrough  this  remarkable  diali^ue.  "let  us  hold  there 
has  nothing  passed  between  ur— that  we  have  spoken 


Bxked,  somewhat  tenacious  of  their  place  in  the  ima- 
piitjon,**  replied  the  Grand  Master. 

"Well,"  answered  Conrade,  *'  let  me  but  first  try  to 
hmk  peace  between  Austria  and  England." 

They  parted. — Comride  remained  standing  still  iipon 
fV  spot,  and  watching  the  flowing  white  cloak  of  the 
Traiplar,  as  he  stalked  slowly  away,  and  gradually 
Cuanieared  amid  the  fast-sinking  darkness  of  the 
Onentsl  night.  Proud,  ambitious,  unscrupulous,  and 
r<Kit:c  the  Mnrquis  of  Montserrat  was  yet  not  cruel 
^T  natorc.  He  was  a  voluptuary  and  an  epicurean, 
asd,  like  many  who  profess  tnis  cnarncter,  was  averse, 
ci%n  upon  selBsh  motives,  from  inflicting  pain,  or  wit- 
aessDg  acts  of  cruelty ;  and  he  retained  also  a  general 
vase  Qtf  respect  for  his  own  reputation,  which  some- 
iioKs  supplies  the  want  of  the  better  principle  by  which 
rtpBianon  ia  to  be  maintained. 

"I  hav&"  he  t«aid,  as  bin  eyes  still  watched  the 
mint  SI  wnich  he  had  seen  the  last  slight  wave  of  the 
Templar's  mantle,— "I  have,  in  tmth,  raised  the  devil 
v;ib  a  vengeance!  Who  would  have  thought  this 
»sn  ascetic  Grand  Master,  whose  whole  fortune  and 
aaComme  ia  merged  in  that  of  his  Order,  would  be 
viUing  to  do  more  for  its  advancement,  than  I  who 
iabour  for  my  own  interest  ?  To  check  this  wild  Cru- 
■sde  waa  my  motive,  indeed,  but  I  durst  not  think  on 
'•he ready  mode  which  this  determined  priest  has  dared 
^  Bonci— }-et  it  is  the  surest— perhaps  even  the 

iSoch  were  the  Maiqiiis's  meditations,  when  his 
EXitercd  soliloquy  was  broken  by  a  voice  from  a  little 
(btaoce,  which  proclaimed  with  the  emphatic  tone  of 
I  b*ra|(l,->"  Remember  the  Holy  Sepulchre  f ' 

The  cxhortarion  waa  echoed  from  post  to  post,  for 
it  was  the  duty  of  tho  sentinels  to  raise  this  cry  from 


time  to  time  upon  their  penodical  watch,  that  the  host 
of  the  Crusaders  might  always  have  in  their  remem- 
brance t  he  puipose  or  their  being  in  arms.  But  though 
Conrade  was  familiar  with  the  custom,  and  had  heard 
the  warning  voice  on  all  former  occasions  as  a  matter 
of  habit ;  yet  it  came  at  the  present  moment  so  strong- 
ly in  contact  with  his  own  (rain  of  thought,  that  it 
seemed  a  voice  from  Heaven  warning  him  i^inst 
the  iniquity  which  his  heart  meditated.  He  looked 
around  anxiously,  as  if,  like  the  patriarch  of  old, 
though  from  very  diifcrent  circumstances,  he  was  ex- 
pecting some  ram  caught  in  a  thicket— some  substi- 
tution for  the  sacrifice,  which  his  comrade  proposad 
to  offer,  not  to  the  Supreme  Being,  but  to  the  Moloch 
of  their  own  ambition.  As  he  looked,  the  broad  folds 
of  the  eiisi;?!)  of  England,  heavilv  distending  itself  to 
the  failing  night-breeze,  caught  his  eye.  It  was  dis- 
played upon  an  artificial  mound,  nearly  in  the  midst 
of  the  camp,  which  perhaps  of  ola  some  Hebrew  chief 
or  champion  had  chosen  as  a  memorial  of  his  place  of 
rest.  If  so,  the  name  was  now  foim^tten,  and  the 
Crusaders  had  christened  it  Saint  Geor^'s  Mount, 
L>ecause  from  that  commanding  height  the  banner  of 
England  was  supereminently  (lisplaVed,  as  if  an  em- 
blem of  sovereignty  over  the  many  distinguished,  no- 
ble, and  even  royal  ensigns,  which  floated  in  lower 
situations. 

A  quick  intellect  like  that  of  Conrade  catches  ideas 
from  the  glance  of  a  rnoment.  A  single  look  on  the 
standard  seemed  to  dispel  the  uncertainty  of  mind 
which  had  affected  him.  He  walked  to  his  pavilk)n 
with  the  hasty  and  dcterniined  step  of  one  who  has 
adopted  a  plan  which  he  is  resolved  to  achieve,  dis- 
missed the  almost  princely  train  who  waited  to  attend 
him,  and,  as  he  committed  himself  to  his  couch, 
muttered  his  amended  resolution,  that  the  milder 
means  arc  to  be  tried  before  the  more  desperate  are 
resorted  to. 

"To-morrow,"  he  said,  "I  sit  at  the  board  of  tho 
Archduke  of  Austria— wc  will  see  what  can  be  done 
to  advance  our  purpose,  before  prosecuting  the  dark 
suggestions  of  this  Templar." 


CHAPTER  XL 

Om  thinf  is  rcrtain  in  our  Northern  Imd 
Allow  Uiat  birth,  or  valour,  wealth,  or  wit, 
GivK  carh  prQredenreto  their  iKMueMor, 
EiuT.  that  rullown  on  such  ominenre, 
Ah  comeM  the  11  me- hound  on  the  roebuck '■  trace, 
Shall  pull  them  down  each  one. 

8iR  David  Lindsay. 

Leopold.  Grand  Duke  of  Austria,  waa  the  first  pos- 
sessor of  that  noble  country  to  whom  the  princely 
rank  belonged.  He  had  l^n  raised  to  the  ducal 
sway  in  the  CTerman  enipin*,  on  account  of  his  near 
relationship  to  the  Emperor,  Henry  the  Stern,  and 
held  under  hia  government  the  finest  provinces  which 
are  watered  by  the  Danube.  Plis  character  has  l>een 
stained  in  history,  on  account  of  one  action  of  violence 
and  i)crfidy,  which  arose  out  of  these  very  transac- 
tions in  the  Holy  Land ;  and  yet  the  shame  of  having 
made  Richard  a  prisoner,  when  he  returned  through 
his  dominions,  unattended,  and  in  disguise,  was  not 
one  which  flowed  from  Leopold's  natural  disposition. 
He  was  rather  a  weak  and  a  vain,  than  an  ambitious 
or  tyrannical  prince.  His  mental  powers  resembled 
the  Qualities  ol  his  person.  He  was  tall,  strong,  and 
handsome,  with  a  complexion  in  which  red  ami  while 
was  stronglv  contrasted,  and  had  long  flowing  locks  of 
fair  hair.  But  there  wns  an  awkwardness  in  hisgait, 
which  seemed  as  if  his  size  was  not  animated  by 
energy  sufllicient  to  put  in  motion  such  a  mass;  and 
in  the  same  manner,  wearing  the  richest  dresses,  it 
always  seemed  as  if  they  became  him.  not.  As  a 
prince,  he  appeared  too  little  familiar  with  his  own 
dignity,  and  being  often  at  a  loss  how  to  assert  hia 
authority  when  the  occasion  demanded  it,  he  frs- 
quently  thought  himself  oblietd.  to  recover,  by  acta 
and  expressions  of  ill-timed  violence,  the  ground 
which  might  have  been  easily  and  gracefully  main- 
tained by  a  little  more  presence  of  mind  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  con  iroversy. 

Not  only  were  these  deficiencies  vlsiblo  to  otbecvt 
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hat  the  Archduke  himeelf  could  not  but  aometiniee 
entertain  a  painful  consdoQeneea  that  he  wae  not 
altogether  fit  to  mauitain  and  aeaert  the  high  rank 
which  he  had  acquired ;  and  to  this  waa  knned  the 
etrons;  end  eometimee  the  just  suspicion,  that  others 
estcMBed  him  lightly  accordingly. 

When  he  first  joined  the  Crusade,  with  a  most 
princely  attendance,  Leopold  had  desired  much  to 
enjoy  too  friendship  and  intimacy  of  Richard,  and  bad 
made  such  advances  towards  cultivating  ho  regard, 
as  the  King  of  England  ought,  in  policy,  to  have  re- 
ceived and  answered.  But  the  Archdukie,  though  not 
deficient  in  bravery,  was  so  infinitely  inferior  to  Ccsur 
de  Lion  in  that  ardour  of  mind  which  wooed  danger 
as  a  bride,  that  the  King  very  soon  held  him  in  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  contempt,  Richard,  also,  as  a  Nor- 
man Prince,  a  people  with  whom  temperance  was 
habitual,  def^ised  the  inclination  of  the  Gierman  for 
the  pleasures  of  the  table,  and  particularly  his  liberal 
indulgence  in  the  use  of  wine.  For  these,  and  other 
personal  reasons,  the  King  of  England  very  soon 
looked  upon  the  Austrian  Pnnce  witn  feelings  of  con- 
tempt, which  he  was  at  no  pains  to  conceal  or  modify, 
and  which,  therefore,  were  speedily  remarked,  and  re> 
turned  with  deep  hatred,  by  the  suspicious  Leopold. 
The  discord  between  them  was  fanned  by  the  secret 
and  i>oliuc  arts  of  Philip  of  France,  one  of  the  most 
sagacious  monarchs  of  the  time,  who,  dreading  the 
fiery  and  overbearing  character  of  Richard,  consider- 
ing him  as  his  natural  rival,  and  feeling  ofiended, 
moreover  at  the  dictatorial  manner  in  which  he,  a 
vassal  of  France  for  his  continental  domains,  con- 
ducted himself  towards  his  liege  lord,  endeavoured  to 
strengthen  his  own  party,  and  weaken  that  of  Richard, 
by  uniting  the  Crusading  princes  of  inferior  degree,  in 
resistance  to  what  he  termed  the  usurping  authority 
of  the  King  of  England.  Such  was  the  state  of 
politics  and  opinions  entertained  by  the  Archduke  of 
Austria,  when  Conrade  of  Montserrat  resolved  upon 
employing  his  jealousy  of  England  as  the  means  of 
dissolving,  or  loosening  at  least,  the  league  of  the 
Crusaders. 

The  time  which  he  chose  for  his  visit  was  noon, 
and  the  pretence,  to  present  the  Archduke  with  some 
choice  Cyprus  wine  which  had  lately  fallen  into  his 
hands,  and  discuss  its  comparative  merits  with  those 
of  Hungary  and  of  the  Rhme.  An  intimation  of  his 
purpose  was  of  course  answered  by  a  courteous  invita- 
tion to  partake  of  the  Archducal  meal,  ami  every  effort 
was  used  to  render  it  fitting  the  splendour  of  a  sove- 
reign prince.  Yet,  the  refined  taste  of  the  Italian  saw 
more  cumbrous  profusion,  than  elegance  or  splendour, 
in  the  display  of  provisions  under  which  the  board 
groaned. 

The  Germans,  though  still  possessing  the  martial 
and  frank  character  of  their  ancestors,  who  subdued 
the  Roman  empire,  had  retained  witnal  no  slight 
tinge  of  their  baibansm.  The  practices  and  principles 
of  chivalry  were  not  carried  to  such  a  nice  pitch 
amongst  them,  as  amongst  the  French  and  English 
knizhts,  nor  were  they  strict  observers  of  the  pre- 
Bcrioed  rules  of  society,  which  among  those  nations 
were  supposed  to  express  the  height  of  civilization. 
Sitting  at  the  table  ot  the  Archduke,  Conrade  was  at 
once  stunned  and  amused,  with  the  clang  of  Teutonic 
sounds  assaulting  his  ears  on  all  sides,  notwithstand- 
ing the  solemnity  of  a  princely  banquet.  Their  drees 
seemed  equally  fantastic  to  him,  many  of  the  Austrian 
nobles  retainmg  their  loiig  beards,  and  almost  all  of 
them  wearing  short  jerkms  of  various  colours,  cut, 
and  flourished,  and  fnnged,  in  a  manner  not  common 
in  Western  Europe. 

Numbers  of  dependents,  old  and  voung,  attended 
m  the  pavilion,  mingled  at  times  in  the  conversation, 
received  from  their  masters  the  relics  of  the  entertain- 
ment, and  devoured  them  as  they  stood  behind  the 
backs  of  the  company.  Jesters,  dwarfs,  and  min- 
strels, were  there  in  unusual  numbers,  and  more  noisy 
and  intrusive  than  they  were  permitted  to  be  in  better 
regulated  society.  As  they  were  allowed  to  share 
freely  in  the  wine,  which  flowed  round  in  large  9uan- 
titie^  their  licensed  tumult  was  the  more  exceesive. 

All  this  whil^  and  in  the  midst  of  a  clamour  and 
<x>nfuflon,  which  would  better  have  become  a  German 


tavern  during  a  fair,  than  the  tent  of  a  sovereign 
prince,  the  Archduke  was  waited  upon  with  a  minute- 
ness of  form  and  observance,  which  showed  how 
anxious  he  was  to  maintain  riadly  the  state  and  cha- 
racter to  which  his  elevation  nad  entitled  him.    He 


was  splendidly  adorned  with  ermine,  fats  coronet 
mi^t  have  equalled  in  value  a  royal  crown,  and, his 
feet,  cased  in  velvet  shoes,  (the  length  of  whioi, 
poiks  induded,  might  be  two  feet,)  rested  upon  a  foot* 
stool  of  solid  sdver.  But  it  served  partly  to  intimate 
the  character  of  the  man,  that,  althou^i  desiroa  to 
show  attention  to  the  Marquis  of  Montserrat.  whom 
he  had  courteously  placed  at  his  right  hand,  be  gave 
much  more  of  his  attention  to  his  tprwh^^vf^chert 
that  is,  his  man  of  conversation,  or  Myer  oftaymga^ 
who  stood  behind  the  Duke's  right  shoulder. 

This  personage  was  well  attued,  m  a  cloak  and 
doublet  of  black  velvet  the  last  of  which  was  deco- 
rated with  various  silver  and  gold  coins,  stitched 
upon  it,  in  memory  of  the  munificent  princes  who 
had  conferred  them,  and  bearing  a  short  staff  lo 
which  also  bunches  of  silver  coins  were  attached  by 
rings,  which  he  jingled  by  way  of  attracting  atten- 
tion, when  he  was  about  to  say  any  thing  which  be 
judged  worthy  of  it  This  person's  capacity  in  the 
nousehold  of  the  Archduke,  was  somewhat  betwixt 
that  of  a  minstrel  and  a  counsellor ;  he  was  by  turns 
a  flatterer,  a  poet,  and  an  orator;  and  those  who  de- 
sired to  be  well  with  the  Duke,  generaUy  studied  to 
gain  the  good-will  of  the  mntch-9preefur. 

Lest  too  much  of  this  officer's  wisdom  should  be- 
come tiresome,  the  Duke's  other  shoulder  was  occo- 
pied  by  his  hoff-narr.  or  court  jester,  called  Jonas 
Sch wanker,  who  made  almost  as  much  noise  with 
bis  fool's  cap,  bellsL  and  bauble,  as  did  the  orator,  or 
man  of  talk,  with  nis  jin^^ing  batoon. 

These  two  personages  threw  out  grave  and  comic 
nonsense  alternately,  while  the  master,  laughing  or 
applauding  them  himself  yet  carefully  watcbea  ,the 
countenance  of  his  noble  euest,  to  discern  what  im- 
pressions BO  accomplishea  a  cavalier  received  from 
this  display  of  Austrian  eloquence  and  wit  It  is 
hard  to  say  whether  the  man  of  wisdom  or  the  man 
of  folly  contributed  moat  to  the  amusement  of  the 
party,  or  stood  highest  in  the  estimation  of  their 

fmncely  master ;  biit  the  saUies  of  both  seemed  exoel- 
ently  well  received.  Sometimes  they  became  rivals 
for  the  conversation,  and  clanged  their  flappers  in 
emulation  of  each  other,  with  a  most  alarming  con- 
tention ;  but,  in  general,  they  seemed  on  each  good 
terms,  and  so  accustomed  to  support  each  otnei^s 
play,  that  the  sprudi-sprecher  often  condescended  to 
follow  up  the  jester's  witticisms  with  an  exfilanatioo, 
to  render  them  more  obvious  to  the  capacity  of  the 
audience ;  so  that  his  wisdom  became  a  sort  of  com- 
mentaivon  the  bufibon's  folly..  And  sometimes,  in 
requital,  the  hojf-narr^  with  a  pithy  jest,  wound  up 
the  conclusion  of  the  orator's  tedious  harangue. 

Whatever  his  real  sentiments  might  be,  Conrade 
took  especial  care  that  his  countenance  should  ex- 
press nothing  but  satisfaction  with  what  he  heard, 
and  smiled  or  applauded  as  zealously,  to  all  appear- 
ance, as  the  Archduke  himself  at  the  solemn  folly  of 
the  apruchsprechert  and  the  gibbering  wit  of  the 
fool.  In  fact,  he  watched  careiully  untu  the  one  or 
other  should  introduce  some  topic^  favourable  to  the 
purpose  which  was  uppermost  in  his  mind. 

It  was  not  long  ere  the  King  of  England  was 
brought  on  the  carpet  by  the  jester,  who  had  been 
accustomed  to  consider  Dickon  of  the  Broom  (which 
irreverent  epithet  he  substituted  for  Richard  Planta- 
genet)  as  a  subject  of  mirth,  acceptable  and  inex- 
haustible. The  orator,  indeed,  was  silent,  and  it  was 
only  when  applied  to  by  Conrade,  that  he  observed, 
"Tiie  geniatoy  or  broom-plant,  was  an  embtevi  ot 
humility ;  and  it  would  be  well  when  those  who  wore 
it  would  remember  the  warning." 

The  allusion  to  the  illustrious  badge  of  Plantaflenet 
was  thus  rendered  sufiiciently  manifest,  and  Jonas 
Schwanker  observed,  that  they  who  humbled  them* 
selves  had  been  exalted  with  a  vengeance. 
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**  Honour  unto  whom  honour  is  due,"  answered  i 
iie  Marquis  of  Hontserrat ;  "  we  have  all  had  some 
)an  in  these  marches  and  battles,  and  methinks 
)iber  princes  might  share  a  little  in  the  renown  which 
Richard  of  England  erisrosses  amoiijSBt  minstrels 
ukI  minnesingers.  Has  no  one  oTthe  Joyeuse 
KKore  here  present  a  son^  in  praise  of  the  royal 
Arrfadoke  of  Austria^  our  pnnccljr  entertainer  T' 

Three  minstrels  emulously  stepped  forward  with 
joce  and  harp.    Two  were  silenced  with  difficulty 

7  the  spruch-fprtcherj  who  seemed  to  act  as  master 
the  revels,  and  a  hearing  was  at  length  procured 
or  the  poet  preferred,  who  sung,  in  high  Uermau, 
tanzas  which  may  be  thus  translated  :— 

What  brave  chier  ihaU  head  the  foroe«, 
Whete  the  red-croM  Icfioni  laUier  I 

BmC  of  honemen.  be«t  of  horfu, 
Hiffacat  head  and  faiiect  feather. 

ierc  the  orator,  jinsling  his  stafij  intemipted  the 
uud  to  intimate  to  the  party,  what  they  might  not 
lave  inferred  from  the  description,  that  (heir  royal 
UMt  was  the  party  indicated,  and  a  full  crowned 
(oblet  went  round  to  the  ncclamation—ZfocA  lebe  dtr 
Herroff  I^eopold!  Another  stanza  followed. 

Ask  not  AuMtria  why,  midjit  princes, 

ttill  her  lianner  riMii  hicliert ; 
Ask  as  wvli  the  itronf-winred  eaxle. 

Why  to  HeaTcn  he  soan  the  nighesL 

'The  eagle/*  said  (ho  expounder  of  dark  sayings, 
~  H  the  o<^izancc  of  our  noble  lord  the  Archduke— 
of  bis  royal  Gract.*,  I  would  nay— and  the  eagle  flies 
the  highest  and  nearest  to  the  sun  of  all  the  feathered 
•"remtmn." 

'*Tbe  lion  hath  taken  a  spring  above  the  eagle," 
svdConrade.  carelessly. 

Th«  .Archauke  reddened,  and  fixed  his  eyes  on  (he 
^aker,  while  the  trprurh-sprechtr  answered,  after  a 
mioute's  consideration,  "The  Lord  Marquis  will  par- 
>ioa  me — a  lion  cannot  fly  above  an  eagle,  because  no 
lion  hath  got  wings.'^ 

"Except  the  lion  of  Saint  Mark,"  responded  the 
jester. 

"That  is  the  Venetian's  banner,"  said  (he  Duke, 
"bat  assuredly,  that  amphibious  race,  half  nobles, 
biif  merchants,  will  not  dare  to  place  their  rank  in 
comparison  with  ours?" 


"Na^,  it  was  not  of  the  Venn(ian  lion  that  I 
scoko/'  said  the  Marguis  of  Montscrrat;  "bu(  of  the 
taree  lions  passant  or  England— formerly,  it  is  said, 
tber  were  leopards,  but  now  they  are  become  lions  at 
all  points,  and  must  take  precedence  of  beast,  fish,  or 
fowl  or  wo  worth  the  gainstander." 

**  Mean  you  seriously,  my  lord  ?"  said  the  Austrian, 
cow  considerably  flushed  with  wine;  "  think  you  that 
Richard  of  England  asserts  any  pre-eminence  over 
the  £ree  sovereigns  who  have  bren  nis  voluntary  allies 
10  this  CrusadcJ" 

"*!  know  not  but  from  circumstances,"  answered 
Coorade;  ^'yonder  hangs  his  banner  alone  in  the 
midst  of  our  camp,  as  it  he  were  king  and  general- 
iawno  of  our  whole  Christian  army." 

"And  do  you  endure  this  so  patiently,  and  speak  of 
It  io  coldly  t'  said  the  Archduke. 

**Xay,  my  lord,"  answered  Conrade,  "it  cannot 
OAoem  the  poor  Marguis  of  Montscrrat  to  contend 
gainst  an  injury,  patiently  submitted  to  by  such 
poiaat  princes  as  Ptiilip  of  Prance  and  Leopold  of 
ioMha.  What  dishonour  you  are  pleased  to  submit 
iol  cannot  be  a  disgrace  to  me." 

Leopold  closed  ma  fist,  and  stmck  on  the  table  with 

vsolenee. 

"I  have  told  Philip  of  this,"  he  said;  "I  have  often 
told  him  that  it  was  our  duty  to  protect  the  inferior 
Diinoes  against  the  usurpation  of  this  Islander— but 
M  answers  me  ever  with  cold  respects  of  their  rcla- 
tioBi  together  as  suzerain  and  vassal,  and  that  it 
wvre  impotitic  in  him  to  make  an  open  breach  at  this 
(At  ana  period." 

**'nie  world  knowa  that  Philip  is  wise,"  said'  Con- 
radfi,  "and  will  judge  his  submission  to  be  policy.— 
Tom.  my  lord,  yoti  can  yourself  alone  account  for ; 
bat  I  dqoot  not  you  have  deep  reasons  for  submitting 
\b  English  domiaatioin." 

"/sobmitr'  Mid   L'WPold,  indignantly—"/,  the 


Archduke  of  Austria,  so  important  and  vital  a  limb 
of  (he  Holy  Roman  empire— /  submit  myself  to  this 
King  of  half  an  island— thiagrandson  of  a  Norman 
bastard !— No,  by  Heaven !  Tne  camp,  and  all  Chris- 
tendom, shall  see  that  I  know  how  to  right  myseli; 
and  whether,  I  yield  ground  one  inch  to  the  English 
bandog.— Up,  my  lieges  and  merry-men,  up  and  fol- 
low me !  We  will — and  that  without  losing  one  instant 
RIace  the  eagle  of  Austria,  where  she  shall  float  as 
igh  as  ever  floated  the  cognizance  of  king  or  kaisar." 

With  that  he  started  from  his  seat,  ana|  amidst  the 
tumultuous  cheering  of  his  gues(8  and  followers,  made 
for  the  door  of  the  pavilion,  and  seiz^  his  own  ban- 
ner, which  stood  pitched  before  it. 

"  Nay,  my  lorcf,"  said  Conrade,  affecting  to  inter- 
fere, "it  will  blemish  your  wisdom  to  make  an  affray 
in  the  camp  at  this  hour,  and  perhaps  it  is  better  to 
submit  to  the  usurpation  of  England  a  little  longer 
than  to" 

"Not  an  hour— not  a  moment  longer,"  vociferated 
the  Duke ;  and,  with  the  banner  in  his  hand,  and  fol- 
lowed by  his  shouting  guests  and  attendants,  marched 
hastily  (o  the  central  mount,  from  which  the  banner 
of  England  floated,  and  laid  his  hand  on  the  standard- 
spear,  as  if  to  pluck,  it  from  the  ground. 

"My  nias(er,  my  dear  master!"  said  Jonas 
Sch  wanker,  throwing  his  arms  about  the  Duke — 
"  take  heed— lions  have  teeth" 

"  And  eagles  have  claws !"  said  the  Duke,  not  relin- 
quishing? his  hold  on  the  banner-staff,  yet  hesitating 
to  pull  It  from  the  ground. 

The  speaker  of  sentences,  no(wi(hstanding  such 
was  his  occupation,  had  nevertheless  some  intervals 
of  sound  sense.  He  clashed  his  staff  loudly,  and 
Leopold,  as  if  by  habit,  turned  his  head  towards  his 
man  of  counsel. 

"The  eagle  is  king  among, the  fowls  of  the  air," 
said  the  ffpnick-svrecher^  "  as  is  the  lion  among  the 
bea8(8  of  the  field — each  hos  his  dominion,  separated 
as  wide  as  England  and  Germany— do,  tlioii,  noble 
eagle,  no  dishonour  to  the  princely  lion,  but  let  your 
banners  remain  floating  in  peace  side  by  side," 

Leopold  withdrew  his  hand  from  the  nanncr-spear, 
and  looked  round  for  Conrude  of  Montscrrat,  but  he 
saw  him  not ;  for  the  Marquis,  so  soon  as  he  saw  the 
mischief  afoot,  had  withdrawn  himself  from  the 
crowd,  taking  care,  in  the  first  place,  to  express  be- 
fore several  neutral  persons  his  r^^t,  that  the  Arch- 
duke should  have  chosen  the  hoiira  after  dinner  to 
avenge  any  wrong  of  which  he  inight  think  he  had  a 
right  to  complain.  Not  seeing  his  guest,  to  whom  he 
wished  more  particularly  to  have  addressed  himself^ 
the  Archduke  said  aloud,  that,  having  no  wish  to 
breed  dissension  in  the  army  of  the  Cross,  he  did 
but  vindicate  his  own  privileges  and  right  to  stand 
upon  an  equality  with  tne  King  of  England,  without 
desiring,  as  he  might  have  done,  to  advance  his  ban- 
ner, which  he  derived  from  Emperors,  his  progenitors 
above  that  of  a  mere  descendant  ot  the  Counts  of 
Anjou ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  he  commanded  a  cask 
of  wine  to  be  brousht  hither  and  pierced,  for  regahng 
the  by-atanders,  wno,  with  tuck  of  drum  and  sound 
of  music,  quaffed  many  a  carouse  round  the  Austrian 
standard. 

This  disorderlv  scene  was  not  acted  without  a  de- 
gree of  noise,  wliich  alarmed  the  whole  camp. 

The  critical  hour  had  arrived,  at  which  the  phy«: 
cian,  according  to  the  rules  of  his  art,  had  predicted 
that  his  royal  patient  might  be  awakened  with  safety, 
and  the  sponge  had  been  applied  for  that  purpose ; 
and  the  leech  had  not  made  many  observadous  er« 
he  assured  the  Baron  of  Gilsland  that  the  fever  had 
entirely  left  his  sovereign,  and  that  such  was  the 
happy  s(rcngth  of  his  constitution,  it  would  not  be 
even  necessary,  as  in  most  cases,  to  give  a  secoiid 
dose  of  the  powerful  medicine.  Richard  himself 
seemed  to  be  of  the  same  opinion,  for.  sitting  up  and 
rubbing  his  eyes,  he  demanded  of  De  Vaux  what 
present  sum  of  money  was  in  the  royal  coffers. 

The  baron  could  not  exactly  inform  him  of  the 
amount.  .  ,     , 

"It  matters  not,"  said  Richard;  "bo  it  greater  or 
smaller,  bestow  it  all  on  this  learned  leech,  who  hatb, 
I  trust,  given  me  back  again  to  the  service  of  the 
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CruBade.    If  it  be  less  than  a  thousand  byzantSi  let 
him  have  jewels  to  make  it  ud." 

*  I  sell  not  the  wisdom  with  which  Allah  has  en- 
dowed me,"  answered  the  Arabian  physician;  " and 
be  it  known  to  yoo,  great  Prince  that  the  divine 
mediciiie,  of  which  you  have  partaken,  would  lose  its 
eflfects  in  my  unworthy  hands,  did  I  exchange  its 
virtues  either  for  gold  or  diamonds." 

"The  Physician  refuseth  a  gratuity!"  said  De 
Vaux  to  himself.  "This  is  more  extraordinary  than 
his  being  a  hundred  years  old." 

"Thomas  de  Vaux,"  said  Richard,  "  thou  knowest 
no  courage  but  what  belongs  to  the  sword,  no  bounty 
and  virtue  but  what  are  used  in  chivalry— I  tell  thee 
that  this  Moor,  in  his  independence,  might  set  an 
example  to  them  who  account  themselves  the  flower 
of  knighthood." 

'It  18  reward  enough  for  me,"  said  the  Moor, 
folding  his  arms  on  his  bosom,  and  maintaining  an 
attitude  at  once  respectful  and  dignified,  "that  so 
great  a  King  as  the  Melech  Ric*  should  thus  speak 
of  his  servant.— But  now,  let  me  pray  you  agam  to 
compose  yourself  on  your  couch ;  for  though  1  think 
there  needs  no  farther  repetition  of  the  divine  draught, 
yet  injury  might  ensue  from  any  too  early  exertion, 
ere  your  strength  be  entirely  restored." 

"I  must  obey  thee.  Hakim,"  said  the  King ;  "  iret, 
believe  me,  my  bosom  feels  so  free  from  the  wasting 
fire,  which  for  so  many  days  hath  scorched  it,  that  1 
care  not  how  soon  I  expose  it  to  a  brave  man's  lance. 
— But  hark !  what  mean  these  shouts,  and  that  dis- 
tant music  in  the  camp  1  Go,  Thomas  de  Vaux,  and 
make  inquiry." 

"  It  is  the  Archduke  Leopold,"  said  De  Vaux,  re- 
turning after  a  minute's  absence,  "  who  makes  with 
his  pot-companions  some  procession  through  the 
camp." 

"The  drunken  fool!"  exclaimed  Kin^  Richard. 
"  can  he  not  keep  his  brutal  inebriety  withm  the  veil 
of  his  pavilion,  that  he  must  needs  show  his  shame  to 
all  Christendom?— What  sayyou,  Sir  Maiquie  7"  he 
added,  addressing  himself  to  uonrade  of  Montserrat, 
who  at  that  moment  entered  the  tent. 

*Thus  much,  honoured  Prince,"  answered  the 
Marqui&  "  that  I  delight  to  see  your  Majesty  so  well, 
and  so  far  recovered ;  and  that  is  a  long  speech  for 
any  one  to  make  who  has  partaken  of  the  Duke  of 
Austria's  hospitality." 

"What !  you  have  been  dining  with  the  Teutonic 
wine-skin,'^  said  the  monarch ;  ^and  what  frolic  has 
he  found  out  to  cause  all  this  disturbance?  Truly, 
Sir  Conrade,  I  have  still  held  you  so  good  a  revell^-, 
that  I  wonder  at  your  quitting  the  game." 

De  Vaux.  who  had  got  a  little  behind  the  King; 
now  exerted  himself;  by  look  and  sign,  to  make  the 
Marquis  underatand  that  he  should  say  nothing  to 
Richard  of  what  was  passing  without.  But  Conrade 
understood  not,  or  heeded  not,  the  prohibition. 

"What  the  Archduke  does,^'  he  said,  "is  of  little 
consequence  to  any  one,  l^ist  of  all  to  himself^  since 
he  probably  knows  not  what  he  \a  acting— yet,  to 
say  truth,  it  is  a  gambol  I  should  not  like  to  share  in, 
■mceiio  18  pulling  down  the  banner  of  England  from 
Samt  George's  Mount  in  the  centre  of  the  camp  yon- 
do-,  and  displaying  his  own  in  its  stead." 

What  say'st  thou?"  exclaimed  the  King,  in  a 
tone  which  might  have  waked  the  dead. 

Nay,"  said  the  Marauis,  "let  it  not  chafe  your 
Higliness,  that  a  fool  should  act  according  to  his 
iblfy ' 

*  Speak  not  to  me,"  said  Richard,  springing  from 
his  couch,  and  casting  on  his  clothes  with  a  despatch 
which  seemed  marvellous—"  speak  not  to  me.  Lord 
Marauis !— De  Muiton,  I  command  thee  speak  not  a 
word  to  me— he  that  breathes  but  a  syllable,  is  no 
friend  to  Richard  Plantagenet— Hakim,  be  sdent,  I 
charge  thee !" 

Alfthis  while  the  King  was  hastily  clothing  him- 
aeli;  and,  with  the  last  wofd,  snatched  his  sword 
from  the  pillar  pf  the  tent,  and  without  anv  other 
weapon,  or  calling  any  attendance,  he  rushed  out  of 
lus  pavilion.  Conrade,  holding  up  his  hands,  as  if 
m  astonishment,  seemed  willing  to  enter  into  con- 
'  Richard  waa  thai  called  by  Um  Eastani  oatioiu. 


venation  with  De  Vaux,  but  Sir  Thomas  pushed 
rudely  past  him,  and  calling  to  one  of  the  royal 
equenes,  said  hastily, — "Fly  to  Lord  Saliabunr's 
quarters,  and  let  him  get  his  men  together,  and  fol- 
low me  instantly  to  saint  Greoixe's  MoonL  Tell 
him  the  King's  fever  has  left  his  blood,  and  settled  in 
his  brain." 

Imperfectly  heard,  and  still  more  imperfectly  com- 
prehended, by  the  startled  attendant  whom  De  Vaux 
addressed  thus  hastily,  the  equery  and  his  fellow- 
servants  of  the  royal  chamber  rushed  hastily  into  the 
tents  of  the  neighbouring  nobility,  and  quiduy  spread 
an  alarm,  as  general  as  the  cause  seemed  vague, 
through  the  wnole  British  forces.  The  English  sol- 
diers, waked  in  alarm  from  that  noon-day  rest  which 
the  beat  of  the  climate  had  taught  them  to  enjov  as  a 
luxury,  hastily  asked  each  other  the  cause  ot  the  tu- 
mult, and.  without  waiting  an  answer,  supplied  by. the 
force  of  their  own  fancy  the  want  of  imormation. 
Some  said  the  Saracens  were  in  the  camp,  some  that 
the  King's  life  was  attempted,  some  that  he  had  died 
of  the  fever  the  preceding  nifl^t,  many  that  he  was 
assassinated  by  the  Duke  of  Austria.  The  nobles 
and  officers,  at  an  equal  loss  with  the  common  men 
to  ascertain  the  real  cause  of  the  diBorder,  laboured 
only  to  get  their  followera  under  arms  and  under 
autnority,  lest  their  rashness  should  occasion  some 
great  misfortune  to  the  Crusading  army.  The  Eng- 
lish  trumpets  sounded  loud,  shrill,  and  continuooalT. 
'The  alarm-cry  of  "  Bows  and  bills— bows  and  bills  r ' 
was  heard  from  (quarter  to  quarter,  again  and  again 
shouted,  and  again  and  again  answered  by  the  pre- 
sence or  the  ready  warriors,  and  their  national  invo- 
cation, "  Saint  Geoige  for  merry  England !" 

The  alarm  went  through  the  nearest  quarter  of  the 
camp,  and  men  of  all  the  various  nations  assembled, 
whov,  perhaps,  every  people  in  Christendom  had 
their  representatives,  new  to  arms,  and  drew  together 
under  circumstances  of  general  confusion,  of  which 
they  knew  neither  the  cause  nor  the  object.  It  waS| 
however,  lucky,  amid  a  scene  so  threatening,  that  the 
Earl  of  Salisbury,  while  he  hurried  after  De  Vaax*s 
summons,  with  a  few  only  of  the  readiest  Kngliwh 
men-at-arms,  directed  the  rest  of  the  Enghsh  host  to 
be  drawn  up  and  kept  under  arms,  to  advance  to 
Richard's  succour  if  necessity  should  require,  but  in 
fit  array,  and  under  due  command,  and  not  with  the 
tumultuary  haste  which  their  own  alarm,  and  zeal 
for  the  King's  safety,  might  have  dictated. 

In  the  mean  while,  without  regarding  for  one  in- 
stant the  shouts,  the  crie&  the  tumult,  which  began 
to  thicken  around,  Richard,  with  his  dress  in  the  last 
disorder,  and  his  sheathed  blade  under  his  arm,  par- 
sued  his  way  with  the  utmost  speed,  followed  only  by 
De  Vaux,  and  one  or  two  household  servants,  to 
Saint  George's  Mount 

He  outsped  even  the  alarm  which  his  impetuosity 
only  had  excited,  and  passed  the  quarter  of  his  own 

Sallant  troops  of  Normandy,  Poitou,  Gascony,  and 
.niou,  before  the  disturbance  had  reached  them, 
although  the  noise  accompanying  the  Grerman  revel 
had  induced  many  of  the  soldiery  to  get  on  foot  to 
listen.  The  handful  of  Soots  were  also  quartered  in 
the  vicinity,  nor  had  they  been  disturbed  by  the  ap> 
roar.  But  the  King's  person,  and  his  haste,  were 
both  remarked  by  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard,  who, 
aware  that  danger  must  be  afoot,  and  hastening  to 
share  in  it,  snatched  his  shield  and  sword,  and  umted 
himself  to  De  Vaux^  who  with  some  difficulty  kept 
pace  with  his  impatient  and  fiery  master.  De  Vanx 
answered  a  look  of  curiosity,  which  the  Scottish 
knight  directed  towards  him,  with  a,  shrug  of  his 
broad  shoulders,  and  they  continued,  skie  by  side,  to 
pureue  Richard's  steps. 

The  King  was  soon  at  the  foot  of  Saint  Geoige^s 
Mount,  the  sides  as  well  as  platform  of  which  were 
now  surrounded  and  crowded,  partly  by  those  be 
longing  to  the  Duke  of  Austria's  retmue,  who  were 
celeoraiing,  with  shouts  of  jubilee,  the  act  which  they 
considers  as  an  assertbn  of  national  honour ;  partly 
by  bvstandero  of  diJferent  nations,  whom  dislike  to 
the  £nglisb,  or  mere  curiosity,  had  assembled  toge- 
ther, to  witness  the  end  of  these  extraordinary  pro- 
ceedings.    Through  this  disorderiy  troop  Rtcoard 
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bmt  his  way.  like  a  ooodly  thip  under  fall  sail, 
whieh  cleaves  her  forcible  paseage  through  the  roll- 
ing billows,  and  heeds  not  that  tbejr  unite  after  her, 
paaage,  and  roar  upon  her  stem. 

The  summit  of  the  eminence  was  a  smalt  level 
^iBoa  on  which  were  pitched  the  rival  banners,  sui^ 
rounaed  stiU  bv  the  Archduke^s  friends  and  retinue. 
In  the  midst  ox  the  circle  was  Leopold  himseff,  still 
oontemplatinR  with  self-satisfaction  the  deed  he  had 
done  and  ami  liatening  to  the  shouts  of  applause 
which  his  partiaans  bestowed  with  no  sparing  breath. 
While  he  was  in  ^is  state  of  self-gratulation,  Rich- 
aid  burst  into  the  circle,  attended,  indeed,  onl|f  by 
two  men,  but  in  his  own  headlong  energies  an  irre- 
flstible  host. 

"  Who  haa  dared,"  he  said,  laying  his  hands  upon 
the  Austrian  standard,  and  speaking  in  a  voice  like 
the  sound  which  precedes  an  earthquake ;  "  who  has 
dared  to  place  this  paltry  rag  beside  the  banner  of 
BDcland  T 

The  Archduke  wanted  not  personal  courage,  and  it 
waa  impossible  he  could  hear  this  question  without 
fiplT.  T  et,  80  much  was  he  troubled  and  surprised 
by  toe  mnexi>ected  arrival  of  Richard,  and  affected  by 
ino  general  awe  inspired  by  his  ardent  and  unyielding 
character,  that  the  demand  was  twice  repeated,  in  a 
tone  whidi  seemed  to  challenge  heaven  and  earth, 
ere  the  Anshduke  replied,  with  such  fumness  as  he 
oottid  command,  "It  was  I,  Leopold  of  Austria." 

"  Tticm  shall  Leopokl  of  Austria."  replied  Richard, 
**presendy  aee  the  rate  at  which  bis  banner  and  his 
ptetenaiona  are  held  by  Richard  of  England." 

So  saying,  he  pulled  up  the  standard-spear,  splinter- 
ed it  to  pieces,  threw  the  banner  itself  on  the  ground, 
and  ptaced  his  foot  upon  it 

**Thna,"  ssid  he^  I  trample  on  the  banner  of  Aus- 
tria ! — ^Is  there  a  knight  among  your  Teutonic  chivalry, 
daie  impeach  my  deed  T 

There  was  a  momentary  silence ;  but  there  are  no 
braver  men  than  the  Germans. 

""I!"  and  "11"  and  "II"  was  heard  from  several 
knights  of  the  Duke's  followers;  and  he  himself  ad- 
ded his  voice  to  those  which  accepted  the  King  of 
EnaiBnd's  defiance. 

*^hy  do  we  dally  thus?"  said  the  Eari  Wal- 
ienrode,  a  sisantic  warrior  from  the  frontiers  of 
Hungarr:  ^^Brethien,  and  noble  gentlemen,  this 
man*8  mot  is  on  the  honour  of  your  cotmtry— Let 
us  rescue  it  from  violation,  and  down  with  the  pride 
of  England  f ' 

So  saying,  he  drew  his  sword,  and  struck  at 
the  King  a  blow  which  might  have  proved  fatal, 
bad  not  the  Soot  intercepted  and  caught  it  upon  his 
shield. 

"I  have  sworn,"  sakl  King  Richard— and  his  voice 
waa  hc»ard  above  all  the  tumult,  which  now  waxed 
wihi  and  loud—"  never  to  strike  one  whose  shoulder 
beara  the  cross ;  therefore  live,  Wallenrode— but  live 
to  leniember  Richard  of  England." 

As  he  spok&  he  grasped  the  tall  Hunganan  round 
the  waist,  and,  unmatched  in  wrestlings  as  in  other 
military  ezerciaes,  hurled  him  backwaros  with  such 
violenoe  that  the  mass  flew,  as  if  discharged  from  a 
naflitary  engine,  not  only  through  the  ring  of  specta- 
tors who  witnessed  the  extraordinary  scene,  but  over 
the  edge  of  the  mount  itself  down  the  steep  side  of 
whichWallenrode  rolled  headlong,  until,  pitching  at 
length  upon  hs  shoukler,  he  dislocated  toe  bone,  and 
hylike  one  dead.    This  almost  supernatural  display 
or  strength  did  not  encourage  either  the  Duke  or  any 
of  his  fiulowers,  to  renew  ajwrsonal  contest  so  in- 
aasDicioaaly  commenced.    Those  who  stood  fsrthest 
bsck  did,  mdeed,  clash  their  swords,  and  cry  out, 
"Cut  the  island  mastiff  to  pieces!"  but  those  who 
were  nearo^  veiled,  perhsps,  their  personal  fears 
under  an  afiected  regaid  for  order,  and  cried,  for  the 
most  part,  "Peace!  peace!  the  peace  of  the  Cross 
— the  pesoe  of  Holy  Church,  and  our  Father  the 

inEsse  varioua  cries  of  the  aasailanta,  contradictiM 
each  other,  ahowed  their  irresolution ;  while  Richaroj 
his  foot  still  on  the  arcbducal  banner,  glared  round 
him,  with  an  eye  that  seemed  to  seek  an  enemy,  and 
liom  whk^  the  angry  nobles  shrunk  appalled,  as 


from  the  threatened  grasp  of  a  lion.  De  Vaux  and 
the  Knight  of  the  Leopard  kept  their  places  beside 
him ;  and  thou^  the  swords  which  they  held  were 
still  sheathed,  it  was  plain  that  they  were  prompt  to 
protect  Richard's  person  to  the  very  last,  and  their 
size  and  remarkable  strength  plainly  showed  the  de* 
fence  would  be  a  desperate  one. 

Salisbury  and  his  attendants  were  also  now  drawing 
near,  with  bills  and  partisans  brandished,  and  bows 
alreadv  bended. 

At  this  moment^  Kine  Philip  of  France,  attended 
by  one  or  two  of  his  nobles,  came  on  the  platform  to 
inquire  the  cause  of  the  disturbance,  and  made  ses- 
tures  of  surprise  at  finding  the  Kin^  of  England 
raised  from  his  sick-bed,  and  confronting  their  com- 
mon ally  the  Duke  of  Austria,  in  such  a  menacing 
and  insulting  posture.  Richard  himaelf  blushed  at 
being  discovered  bv  Philip,  whose  sagacity  he  res- 
pected as  much  as  he  disliked  his  person,' m  an  atti- 
tude neither  becoming  his  character  as  a  monarch, 
nor  as  a  Crusader;  and  it  was  observed  that  be 
withdrew  his  foot,  ss  if  accidentally,  from  the  dis- 
honopred  banner,  and  exchanged  his  look  of  violent 
emotion  for  one  of  affected  composure  and  indifier- 
ence.  Leopold  also  struggled  to  attain  some  degree 
of  calmness,  mortified  asne  was  by  baring  been  seen 
by  PhiUp  in  the  act  of  passively  submitimg  to  the 
insults  of  the  fiery  King  of  England. 

Possessed  of  many  of  those  royal  qualities  for 
which  he  was  termed  bv  his  subjects  the  August, 
Philip  might  be  termed  the  Ulysses,  as  Richard  was 
indisputably  the  Achilles,  of  the  Crusade.  The  King 
of  France  wss  sagacious,  wise,  deliberate  in  coonciU 
steady  and  calm  in  action,  seeing  cleariy,  and  steadily 
pursuing,  the  measures  most  for  the  interest  of  his 
kingdom— dignified  and  royal  in  his  deportment, 
brave  in  person,  but  a  politician  raUier  than  a  war- 
rior. The  Crusade  would  have  been  no  choice  of  his 
own,  but  the  spirit  was  contagious,  snd  the  expedi- 
tion was  enforced  upon  him  by  the  church,  and  by 
the  unanimous  wish  of  his  nobility.  In  any  other 
situation,  or  in  a  milder  age.  his  character  might  have 
stood  higher  than  that  of  the  adventurous  Coeur  de 
Lion ;  but  in  the  Crusade,  itself  sn  undertakins 
wholly  irrational,  sound  reason  was  the  quality,  of  all 
others,  least  estimated,  and  the  chivalric  valour  which 
both  the  age  and  the  enterprise  demanded,  was  con- 
sidered  as  debased,  if  mingled  with  the  least  touch 
of  discretion.  So  that  the  merit  of  Philm,  compared 
with  that  of  his  haughty  rival,  ahowed  like  the  clear 
blue  minute  flame  of  a  lamp,  placed  near  the  glare 
of  a  huge  blazing  torch,  which,  not  possessing  half 
the  utility,  makes  ten  times  more  impression  on  the 
eve.  Philip  felt  his  inferiority  inpubuc  opinion,  with 
the  pain  natural  to  a  high-spirited  prince;  and  it 
cannot  be  wondered  at  if  he  took  such  opportunities 
as  offered,  for  placing  his  own  character  m  more  ad- 
vantageous contrast  with  that  of  his  rival.  The  pre- 
sent seemed  one  of  those  occasions,  in  which  prudence 
and  calmness  might  reasonably  expect  to  triumph 
over  obstinacy  ana  impetuous  violence. 

"What  means  this  unseemly  broil  betwixt  the 
sworn  brethren  of  the  Cross— the  royal  Majesty  of 
England  and  the  princely  Duke  Leopold  1  How  is  it 
possible  that  those  who  are  the  chiefs  and  pillare  of 
this  holy  expedition" 

"A  truce  with  thy  remonstrance,  France,"  sakl 
Richard,  enraged  inwardly  at  finding  himself  placed 
on  a  sort  of  equaUty  with  Leopold,  yet  not  knowing 
how  to  resent  it,— "this  duke,  or  prince,  or  pillar,  u 
you  will,  hath  been  insolent,  and  I  have  chastised 
him— that  is  all.  Here  is  a  coil,  forsooth,  because  of 
spuming  a  hound  I" 

"Majesty  of  France,"  sakl  the  Duke,  "I  appeal 

to  you  and  every  sovereign  prince  against  the  foul 

I  indignity  which  1  have  sustained.    I'his  King  of 

I  England  hath  pulled  down   my  banner— torn  and 

trampled  on  it." 

"  Because  he  had  the  audacity  to  plant  it  beside 
mine/'  said  Richard. 

"My  rank  as  thine equsl  entitled  me."  rephed  the 
Duke,  emboldened  by  the  presence  of  Philip. 

"  Aaaert  such  equality  for  thy  person,"  said  King 
Richard,  "and,  by  St.  George,  I  will  treat  thy  person 
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as  I  did  thy  broidflrad  kerchief  there,  fit  but  fiir  the 
meanest  uae  to  which  kerchief  may  be  put" 

"Nav,  but  patience,  brother  of  Enj^and,"  aaid 
Philip,  ^*  and  I  will  presendy  ahow  Auatna  that  he  is 
wrong  in  this  matter.— Do  not  thmk,  noble  Duka*'  he 
continued,  "  that  in  permitting  the  standard  of  Eng- 
land to  occupy  the  highest  point  in  our  camp,  we,  the 
independent  sovereigns  of  the  Crusade,  acknowledge 
any  inferiontv  to  the  royal  Richard.  It  were  incon- 
sistent to  think  so :  since  even  the  oriflamme  itself— the 
great  banner  of  France,  to  which  the  royal  Richard 
bimselE  in  respect  of  his  French  possessions,  is  but 
a  vassal— holds  for  the  present  an  inferior  place  to 
the  Lions  of  England.  But  as  sworn  brethren  of  the 
Cross,  railitaiy  pilgrims,  who,  laying  aside  the  pomp 
and  pride  of  this  world,  are  hewing  with  our  swords 
the  way  to  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  I  myself^  and  the 
other  prmceB,  have  renounced  to  King  Richard,  from 
respect  to  his  high  renown  and  great  feats  of  arms, 
that  precedence,  which  elsewhere,  and  upon  other 
motives,  would  not  have  been  yielded.  I  am  satisfied, 
that  when  your  royal  grace  of  Austria  shall  have 
considered  this,  you  wul  express  sorrow  for  having 

S laced  your  banner  on  this  spot,  and  that  the  royiQ 
lajesty  of  England  will  then  give  satisfaction  for 
the  insult  he  has  offered." 

The  aprtich-aprecfur  and  the  jester  had  both  retired 
to  a  safe  distance  when  matters  seemed  coming  to 
blows,  but  returned  when  words,  their  own  com- 
modity, seemed  again  about  to  become  the  order  of 
the  day. 

The  man  of  proverbs  was  so  delighted  with  Philip's 
politic  speech,  that  he  clashed  his  baloon  at  the  con- 
clusion, by  way  of  emphasis  and  forgot  the  presence 
in  which  he  was,  so  far  as  to  say  aloud,  that  he  him- 
self had  never  said  a  wiser  thing  in  his  life. 

"  It  may  be  so,"  whispered  Jonas  Schwanker,  "  but 
we  shall  Be  whipt  if  you  speak  so  loud." 

The  Duke  answenwl  sullenly,  that  he  would  refer 
his  quarrel  to  the  General  Council  of  the  Crusade 
—A  motion  which  Philip  highly  applauded,  as  qua- 
lified to  take  away  a  scandal  mo0t  harmful  to  Chris- 
tendom. 

Richard,  retaining  the  same  careless  attitude,  list- 
ened to  Philip  until  his  oratory  seemed  exhausted, 
and  then  said  aloud,  "I  am  drowsy— this  fever  hangs 
about  me  still.  Brother  of  France,  thou  art  acquainted 
with  my  humour,  and  that  I  have  at  all  times  but 
few  words  to  spare— know,  therefore,  at  once,  I  will 
submit  a  matter  touching  the  honour  of  England, 
neither  to  Prince,  Pope,  nor  Council.  Here  stands 
my  bannei^  whatsoever  pennon  shall  be  reared  within 
three  butts'  length  of  it— ay.  were  it  the  oriflamme, 
of  which,  you  were,  I  think,  but  now  speaking,  shall 
be  treated  as  that  dishonoured  rag;  nor  wilTl yield 
other  satisfaction  than  that  which  these  poor  hmbs 
can  render  in  the  Usts  to  any  bold  challenge— ay,  were 
it  against  five  champions  instead  of  one. 

"  rfow,"  said  the  jester,  whisperiiw  his  companion, 
"  that  is  as  complete  a  piece  of  foUy,  as  if  1  mysdf 
had  said  it— but  yet,  I  think,  there  may  be  in  this 
matter  a  greater  fool  than  Richard  vet" 

"  And  who  may  that  bel"  aakea  the  man  of  wis- 
dom. 

"  Philip."  saki  the  jester,  "or  oar  own  Royal  Duke, 
should  either  accept  the  challenge— But  oh,  most  sage 
spruch^tpruher.  what  excellent  kings  wouM  thou 
and  I  have  made,  since  those  on  whose  heads  these 
crowns  have  fallen,  can  play  the  proveib-monger  and 
the  fool  as  completely  as  ourselves !" 

While  these  worthies  pUed  their  offices  apart,  Philip 
answered  calmly  to  the  almost  injurious  defiance  of 
Richard,—"  I  came  not  hither  to  awaken  fresh  quar- 
rels, contrary  to  the  oath  we  have  sworn,  and  the  noly 
cause  in  which  we  have  engaged.  I  part  from  ray 
brother  of  England  as  brothen  shoukf  part,  and  the 
only  strife  between  the  Lions  of  Ensland  and  the 
Lilies  of  France  shall  be,  which  shall  be  canied 
deepest  into  the  ranks  of  the  infidels." 

"  It  is  a  bargain,  my  royal  brother"  sakl  Richard, 
stretching  out  bis  hand  with  all  the  frankness  which 
belonged  to  his  rash  bat  generous  diqwntion ;  "  and 
soon  may  we  have  the  opportunity  to  try  this  gallant 
and  fraternal  wager." 


"  Let  this  noble  Duke  also  partake  in  the  friendship 
of  this  happy  moment,"  said  Phi%> ;  and  the  Doke 
approached,  half-sullenly,  half-wilhngly  to  enter  into 
some  accommodation. 

"  I  think  not  of  fools,  nor  of  their  feUy^"  said  Rich- 
ard, carelessl  V ;  and  the  Arehduke,  timufig  his  back 
on  nim,  withdrew  from  the  ground. 

Richard  looked  after  him  as  he  retired. 

"There  is  a  sort  of  ^wworm  couragft,"  ha  Mid, 
"  that  shows  only  by  lusfat.  I  must  not  leaive  cUa 
banner  unguardea  in  danuieas— by  daylight  the  look 
of  the  Lions  will  alone  defend  it.  Here,  Thomaa  ot 
Grilsland,  I  give  thee  the  chaige  of  the  standard- 
watch  over  the  honour  of  England." 

"  Her  safety  is  yet  more  dear  to  me,"  said  De  VanL 
"  and  the  life  of  Richard  is  the  safety  of  England— I 
must  have  your  Highness  back  to  your  teot,  and  thM 
without  farther  tarrianoe." 

"Thou  art  a  rough  and  peremptory  nuraa  Dc 
Vaux^"  said  the  King,  smiling;  and  then  added,  ad- 
dressing Sir  Kcnnetn,  "  Valiant  Scot,  I  owe  thee  a 
boon,  and  I  will  pay  it  richly.  There  stands  the  ban- 
ner of  England  I  Watch  it  as  a  novice  does  his  ar 
mour  on  the  night  before  he  is  dubbed— Stir  not  fnm 
it  three  si>eara  length,  and  defend  it  with  thy  body 
against  injury  or  msult— Sound  thy  bu^e,  if  tnoa  art 
assailed  by  more  than  three  at  once.  Dost  tbon  ua- 
dertake  the  charge  V 

"  Willingly,"  said  Kenneth ;  " and  will  dischaiBs  it 
upon  penalty  of  my  head.  I  will  but  arm  me,  and 
return  hither  instantly." 

The  Kings  of  France  and  England  then  took  tat* 
mal  leave  of  each  other,  hiding  under  an  appearaooe 
of  courtesy,  the  grounds  of  complaint  wiucfa  either 
had  against  the  other— Richard  against  Philip,  fer 
what  he  deemed  an  ofilcious  interference  betwixt  him 
and  Austria,  and  Philip  against  Cceur  de  Lion,  for 
the  disrespectful  manner  in  which  his  mediation  had 
been  received.  Those  whom  this  distoiiwnoe  bad 
assembled,  now  drew  off  in  difierent  directions,  ieav- 
ing  the  contested  mount  in  the  same  solitude  which 
had  subsisted  till  interrupted  by  the  Austrian  bravado. 
Men  judged  of  the  events  oi  the  day  according  to 
their  partiality :  and  while  the  English  charged  the 
Austrian  with  having  afibided  the  firet  ground  of 

Siarrel,  those  of  other  nations  concurred  m  casting 
e  greater  blame  upon  the  insular  haughtineaa  and 
assuming  character  of  Richard. 

"Thou  seest,"  said  the  Mamuie  of  Montaemt  to 
the  Grand  Master  of  the  Templars,  "  that  anbile 
courses  are  more  effective  than  violence.  I  have 
unloosed  the  bonds  which  held  together  this  bunch  of 
sceptres  and  lancea— thou  wilt  see  them  ahortly  &II 
asunder." 

"I  would  have  called  thy  plan  a  good  one,"  aaid 
the  Templar,  "  had  there  bm  bat  one  man  of  oont- 
rage  among  yonder  cold-blooded  Austriana,  to  aevsr 
the  bonds  of  which  you  speak,  with  his  sword.  A 
knot  that  is  unloosed  may  again  be  fastened,  but 
so  the  cord  which  has  been  cut  to  pieoeiL" 


CHAPTER  XI 

wooian  thstwdooei  all  insakiBd.~ajLT. 

In  the  dsys  of  chivalry,  a  dangerous  post,  or  a  p9 
rilous  adventure,  was  a  reward  frequently  •lignfltf 
to  mihtary  bravery  as  a  compensation  for  its  foroMr 
trials ;— just  as,  m  aaoending  a  predpioe,  the  sir- 
mounting  one  crag  only  lifts  the  cOmber  to  points  fst 
more  dangerous. 

It  was  midnight  and  the  moon  rode  dear  and  high 
in  heaven,  when  Kenneth  of  Scotland  atood  uponfiia 
watch  on  Saint  Geoige'a  Mount,  beaide  thebannsr 
of  Elnidand,  a  sohtary  aentinel,  to  protect  the  emblem 
of  that  nation  against  the  insults  which  might  be 
mediuted  amoni^  the  thousanda  whom  Ricbaid'a 
pride  had  made  his  enemies.  High  thoughts  rolled, 
one  after  each  other^  upon  the  mmd  of  the  warrior. 
It  seemed  to  him  as  if  he  bad  gained  some  favour  in 
the  eyes  of  the  chivalrous  monarch,  whotiU  now  had 
not  seemed  to  distinjsuish  him  among  the  crowds  of 
brave  men  whom  his  renown  had  assen^Ied  under 
his  banner,  and  Sir  Kenneth  htde  recked  thai  the 
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diipltf  of  rojral  ngfod  oonsiBted  io  placing  him  i^n 
a  post  ao  Doilous.  The  devotion  of  hia  ambitioua 
uia  higfa-plaoed  afiection,  inflamed  hia  military  en- 
thnoaam.  Hopeleaa  aa  that  attachment  waa,  in 
almoat  any  conoeivable  circomatanoea,  thoae  which 
had  lately  occurred  had,  in  aome  degree,  duminiahed 
dia  diftanco  between  Edith  and  hunaelf.  He  upon 
whom  Richard  had  conferrod  the  diatinction  of  guard- 
ing h»  banner,  waa  no  longer  an  adventurer  oralight 
Dole,  bat  placed  within  the  regard  of  a  princeaa, 
ahboogh  he  waa  as  far  aa  ever  uom  her  level.  An 
unknown  and  obscure  fate  could  not  now  be  hia.  If 
he  waa  suTpriaed  and  alain  on  the  post  which  had 
been  aaiigned  him,  hia  death— and  he  reaolved  it 
ifaoold  be  glorious— muat  deserve  the  praises,  as  well 
lii  call  down  the  yengeance,  of  Cceur  de  Lion,  and 
befcliowed  by  the  renets,  and  even  the  tear&  of  the 
high-born  beauties  of  the  Engliah  Ck)urt  He  had 
DOW  no  longer  reason  to  fear  that  he  ahould  die  aa  a 
fooldieth. 

Sir  Kenneth  had  full  leiaure  to  enjoy  theee  and 
amilar  higfa-aouled  thoughta,  fostered  by  that  v^d 
ipiiit  of  chivalry,  which,  amid  its  most  extravagant 
■nd  fantastic  flights,  waa  atill  pure  from  all  aelfish 
aSojp— generous,  aevoted,  and  perhaps  only  thus  far 
ceosurablo,  that  it  proposed  oojecta  and  ooureea  of 
action  inconaiatent  with  the  finiiltieB  and  imperfec- 
tioos  of  man.  All  nature  around  htm  slept  in  calm 
mooothioe  or  in  deep  shadow.  The  long  rows  of 
lotiand  pavilionsL  giimmeiing  or  darkening  as  they 
hr  in  the  moonlight  or  in  the  shades  were  still  and 
uinit  aa  the  streets  of  a  deserted  city.  Beside  the 
banner>8taff  lay  the  large  atag-hound  already  men- 
lioaed,  the  aole  compamon  of  Kenneth's  watch,  on 
whoee  vigilance  he  trusted  for  early  warning  of  the 
tpproach  of  any  hoaule  footstep.  The  noble  animal 
teemed  to  understand  the  purpose  of  their  watch,  for 
be  kwked  from  time  to  time  at  the  rich  folds  of  the 
bcavy  pennon,  and,  when  the  cry  of  the  scntinela 
cune  m>m  the  distant  lines  and  defences  of  the  camp, 
heaoawered  them  ^M^ith  one  deep  and  reiterated  bark, 
u  if  to  affirm  that  he  too  waa  vigilant  in  his  duty. 
Prom  time  to  time,  also,  he  lowered  his  lofty  head, 
and  waned  his  tail,  aa  his  master  paaaed  and  re- 
paaaed  Eim  in  the  short  turns  which  he  took  upon  his 
poet;  or,  when  the  knight  stood  silent  and  abstracted, 
miung  on  hia  lance,  and  looking  up  towarda  hea- 
fCD,  his  faithful  attendant  ventured  sometimes,  in  the 
pbrase  of  romanc&  "  to  disturb  his  thoughts,"  and 
awaken  him  from  hia  reverie;  by  thruatinff  his  large 
TQQgh  snout  into  the  knighrs  gauntleted  hand,  to 
aoocit  a  transitory  caresa. 

Thus  paaaed  two  hours  of  the  knight's  watch  with- 
out any  thing  remarkable  occurring.  At  length,  and 
i9on  a  sudden,  the  gallant  stag-hound  bayed  fori- 
oodv,  and  aeemed  about  to  dash  forward  where  the 
diadow  lay  the  darkest,  vet  waited,  as  if  in  the  slips, 
till  he  should  know  the  pleaai^  of  his  master. 

"Who  goes  there T'  said  Sir  Kenneth,  aware  that 
there  was  something  creeping  forward  on  the  aha- 
dowT  sale  of  the  mount 

"  Iq  the  name  of  Merhn  and  Maugia,"  answered 
a  hoarse  disagreeable  voice,  **tie  up  your  foujvfooted 
demon  there,  or  I  come  not  at  you." 

**And  who  art  thoiL  that  would  approach  my 
poet?"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  bending  hia  eyes  as  keenly 
M  he  could  on  some  object,  which  he  could  Just  ob- 
wve  at  the  bottom  of  the  sscent,  without  being  able 
to  distmguish  its  form.  " Beware— 1  am  here  <cr 
<ie«h  and  life." 

.Take  up  thy  lon^-fanged  Sathanas,"  said  the 
voiee,  "or  I  will  conjure  nim  with  a  bolt  from  my 
aiWasL" 

At  the  same  time  waa  heard  the  aound  of  a  spring 
or  check,  as  when  a  crossbow  is  bent. 

'^Unbend  thy  arblaat,  and  come  into  the  moon- 
lit," said  the  Scot,  "or.  by  Saint  Andrew,  I  will 
m  thee  to  the  earth,  be  what  or  whom  thou  wrilt" 

As  he  spoke,  he  poised  his  long  lance  by  the  mid- 
dle, and,  mdng  his  eye  upon  the  object  which  seemed 
to  move,  he  brandiahed  the  weapon,  aa  if  meditating 
to  cast  it  from  his  hand— a  uae  of  the  weapon  aome- 
^mea,  though  rarely,  reeorted  to,  when  a  miaaile  waa 
But  Sir  Kenneth  was  ashamed  of  his  pur- 
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pose,  and  grounded  hia  weapon,  when  there  stepped 
from  the  ahadow  into  the  moonlight,  like  an  actor 
entering  uppn  the  ataga  a  stunted  decrepit  cieatuie, 
whom,  Dy  his  fiuitaatic  dreaa  and  deformity,  he  recog- 
nized, even  at  some  distanoe,  for  the  male  of  the  two 
dwar&  whom  he  had  seen  in  the  chapel  at  EngaddL 
Recollectingi  at  the  aame  moment,  the  other,  and  ftr 
different,  viaiona  of  that  extraordinary  night,  he  gave 
hisdo^  a  signal,  which  he  instantly  undentood,  and, 
retummg  to  the  standard,  laid  himself  down  beside  it 
With  a  stifled  j^rowl. 

The  little  distorted  miniature  of  humanity,  assured 
of  his  safety  from  an  enemy  so  formidable,  came  pant- 
ing up  the  ascent,  which  the  shortness  of  his  legs 
rendered  laborious,  and,  when  he  arrived  on  the  plat- 
form at  the  top,  ahiftcd  to  hia  left  hand  the  Uttle  cross- 
bow, which  waa  just  such  a  toy  aa  children  at  that 
penod  were  permitted  to  shoot  small  birds  with,  and, 
aasuming  an  attitude  of  great  dignity,  grecefiilly  ex- 
tended his  right  hand  to  Sir  Kenneth,  in  an  attitude 
as  if  he  expected  he  would  salute  it.  But  such  a  re- 
ault  not  following,  he  demanded,  in  a  shaip  and 
angry  tone  of  voice,  "Soldier,  wherefore  rendereat 
thou  not  to  Nectabanua  the  homage  due  to  his  dig- 
nity 7— Or.  is  it  possible  that  thou  canst  have  forgot- 
ten him  T' 

"Great  Nectabanu^"  answered  the  knight,  willing 
to  soothe  the  creature's  humour.  "  that  were  difficult 
for  any  one  who  baa  ever  looked  upon  thee.  Pardon 
m^  however,  that,  beinc  a  soldier  upon  my  poet,  with 
my  lance  in  my  hand,  I  may  not  give  to  one  of  thy 
puissance  the  advantage  of  coming  within  my  guard, 
or  of  mastering  my  weapon.  Sumce  it,  that  I  reve- 
rence thy  dignity,  and  submit  myself  to  thee  as  hum- 
bly as  a  man-at-arms  in  my  place  may." 

It  shall  sufiioe,"  said  Nectabanua,  "so  that  you 

Ereaently  attend  me  to  the  presence  of  thoat  who 
ave  sent  me  hither  to  summon  you." 

"  Great  sir,"  replied  the  knignt,  "  neither  in  this 
can  I  gratify  thee,  for  my  ordera  are  to  abide  by  thia 
banner  till  daybreak— so  I  pray  you  to  hold  me  ex- 
cused in  that  matter  also." 

So  saying,  he  resumed  his  walk  upon  the  platform ; 
but  the  dwarf  did  not  suffer  him  so  easily  to  escape 
from  his  importunity. 

"Look  you,"  he  said,  placing  himaelf  before  Sir 
Kenneth,  so  as  to  interrupt  his  way,  "either  obey  me, 
Sir  Knight,  as  in  dutv  bound,  or  I  will  lay  the  com- 
mand upon  thee,  in  the  name  of  one  whose  beauty 
could  call  down  the  genii  from  their  sphere,  and 
whose  grandeur  could  command  the  immortal  race 
when  they  had  deaoended." 

A  wild  and  improbable  conjecture  arose  in  the 
knight's  mind,  but  he  repelled  it.  It  was  impossible, 
he  thought,  that  the  lady  of  his  love  ahould  have  sent 
him  such  a  message  by  such  a  messenger— yet  his 
voice  trembled  as  he  said,  "  Go  to.  Nectabanus.  Tell 
me  at  once,  and  aa  a  true  man,  whether  this  sublime 
lady,  of  whom  thou  apeakeat.  be  other  than  the  houri 
with  whose  asaistance  I  beheld  thee  sweeping  the 
chapelatEngaddi?" 

"How!  presumptuous  knight,"  rephed  the  dwarf^ 
"  thinkst  thou  the  mistress  of  our  own  royal  afiectiona, 
the  sharer  of  our  greatness,  and  the  partner  of  our 
comeliness,  would  demean  herself  by  laying'  charge 
on  such  a  vaasal  as  thoul  No,  higoly  aa  thou  art 
honoured,  thou  hast  not  yet  deserved  the  nodoe  of 
Queen  Grenevn,  the  lovdy  bride  of  Arthur,  fh>m 
whose  high  seat  even  princea  aeem  but  pigmies.  But 
look  thou  here,  and  as  thou  knowest  or  disowxiest  this 
token,  so  obey  or  refuse  her  commanda,  who  hath 
d^mied  to  impose  them  on  thee." 

So  sayinff,  he  placed  in  the  knight's  hands  a  ruby 
ring,  which,  even  in  the  moonlight,  he  had  no  diffi- 
culty to  recogiiise  aa  that  which  usually  graced  the 
finger  of  the  nigh-bom  lady  to  whose  service  he  had 
devoted  himself;  Could  he  have  doubted  the  truth  of 
the  token,  he  would  have  been  convinced  by  the 
small  knot  of  carnation-coloured  riband,  which  was 
faatened  to  the  ring.  Thia  was  his  lady'a  favourite 
colour,  and  more  than  once  had  he  himaelf,  assuming 
it  for  that  of  hie  own  liveriea,  cauaed  the  carnation  to 
triumph  over  all  other  huea  in  the  Uats  and  in  the 
battle. 
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Sir  Kenneth  was  struck  nearly  mute,  by  seeing 
such  a  token  in  such  hands. 

"In  the  name  of  all  that  is  sacred,  from  whom  didst 
♦hou  receive  this  witness  ?"  said  the  knight ;  "  bring, 
if  thou  canst,  thy  wavering  understanding  to  a  right 
settlement  for  a  minute  or  two,  and  tell  me  the  per- 
son by  whom  thou  art  sent  and  the  real  purpo»e  of 
thy  message— and  take  heed  what  thou  sa/st,  for  this 
is  no  subject  for  buffoonery." 

"Pond  and  foolish  knight,"  mid  the  dwarf, 
"  wouldst  thou  know  more  of  this  matter,  than  that 
thou  art  honoured  with  commands  from  a  princess, 
delivered  to  thee  by  a  king?— We  list  not  to  parley 
with  thee  farther  than  to  command  thee,  in  the  name, 
and  by  the  power  of  that  ring,  to  follow  us  to  her  who 
is  the  owner  of  the  ring.  Every  minute  that  thou 
tarricst  is  a  crime  against  thy  allegiance." 

"Good  Noctabanus— bethink  thyself."  said  the 
knight,—"  Can  ray  ladv  know  where  and  upon  what 
duty  I  ail  this  ni^fit  ens?aged  7— Is  she  aware 
that  my  life— Psliaw,  why  should  I  speak  of  life — but 
that  my  honour  depends  on  my  guarding  this  banner 
till  dayoreak— and  can  it  be  htrr  wish  tnat  I  should 
leave  it  even  to  pay  homage  to  her  ?— It  is  impossible 
—the  princess  is  pleased  to  be  merry  with  her  ser- 
vant, m  sending  nim  such  a  message ;  and  I  must 
think  so  the  rather  that  she  hath  chosen  such  a 
messenger." 

"  Oh,  keep  your  belief;"  said  Nectabanus,  turning 
round  as  if  to  leave  the  platform;  "it  is  little  to  me 
whether  you  be  traitor  or  true  man  to  this  royal  lady 
— so  fare  thee  well." 

"  Stay,  stay— I  entreat  you  stay,"  said  Sir  Kenneth ; 
"answer  me  but  one  question— Is  the  lady  who  sent 
thee  near  to  this  place?" 

"  What  signifies  it?"  said  the  dwarf;  "ought  fidelity 
to  reckon  furlongs,  or  miles,  or  leagues— like  the  poor 
courier,  who  is  paid  for  his  labour  by  the  distance 
which  he  traverses?  Nevertheless,  thou  soul  of  sus- 
picion, I  tell  thoc>,  the  fairownerof  the  ring,  now  sent 
to  so  unworthy  a  vassal,  in  whom  there  is  neither 
truth  nor  courage,  is  not  moredieCant  from  this  place, 
than  this  arblast  can  send  a  bolt." 

The  knisht  gazed  again  on  tin.'  ring,  as  if  to  ascer- 
tain that  there  was  no  possible  falsehood  in  the  token. 
—"Tell  me,"  he  said  to  the  dwarf,  "is  my  presence 
required  forany  length  of  time?" 

Time !"  answered  Xectabanus,  in  his  flighty  man- 
ner ;  "  what  call  you  time?  I  sec  it  not— I  feel  it  not 
— it  is  but  a  shadowy  name — a  succession  of  breath- 
mgs  measured  forth  by  night  by  the  clank  of  a  bell, 
inr  day  by  a  shadow  crossing  along  a  dial-stone. 
Knowst  thou  not  a  tnie  knight  s  time  should onlv  be 
redconed  by  the  deeds  that  he  performs  in  behalf  of 
God  and  his  lady  ?" 

"  The  words  of  truth,  though  in  the  mouth  of  folly," 
said  the  knight.  "  And  doth  my  lady  really  summon 
me  to  some  deed  of  action,  in  her  name  and  for  her 
sake  ?— and  may  it  not  be  postponed  for  oven  the  few 
hours  till  daybreak?" 

"She  requires  thy  presence  instantly,"  said  the 
dwarf,  "and  without  the  loss  of  so  much  time  as 
would  bo  told  by  ten  grains  of  the  sand-glass- 
Hearken,  thou  cold-blood^  and  suspicious  knight, 
these  are  her  very  words— Tell  him,  that  the  hand 
which  dropiKHl  roses  can  bestow  laurels." 

This  allusion  to  their  meeting  in  the  chapel  of  En- 
gaddi,  sent  a  thousand  recollections  through  Sir  Ken- 
neth's brain,  and  convinced  him  that  the  message 
delivered  by  the  dwarf  was  genuine.  The  rose-buds, 
withered  as  they  were,  were  still  treasured  under  his 
cuirass,  and  nearest  to  his  heart  He  paused,  and 
could  not  resolve  to  forego  an  opportunity— the  only 
one  which  mie[ht  ever  offer,  to  gain  grace  in  her  cyea, 
whom  ho  had  installed  as  sovereign  of  his  aflfections. 
The  dwarf,  in  the  mean  time,  augmented  his  confusion 
by  insisting  either  that  he  must  return  the  ring,  or  in- 
stantly attend  him. 

"Hold,  hold,  yet  a  moment  hold,"  said  the  knight, 
and  proceeded  to  mutter  to  himself-"  Am  I  either  the 
subject  or  slave  of  King  Richard,  more  than  as  a  free 
knight  sworn  to  the  service  of  the  Cruaade?  And 
whom  have  I  come  hither  to  honour  with  lanoe 


and  sword?    Our  holy  cause  and  my  transcendent 
ladv?" 

The  rins,  the  ring!"  exclaimed  the  dwarf,  impa- 
tiently; "false  and  slothful  knight,  return  the  ring, 
which  thou  art  unworthy  to  touch  or  to  look  upon."^ 
"A  moment,  a  moment,  good  Nectabanus^"  said 
Sir  Kenneth ;  "  disturb  not  my  thoughts. — What  if 
the  Saracens  were  iust  now  to  attack  our  lines? 
Should  I  stay  here  like  a  sworn  vassal  of  Englaiul, 
watching  that  her  king's  pride  suffered  no  humiHa- 
tion ;  or  should  I  speed  to  the  breach,  and  fight  for  the 
Cross  ?— To  the  breach,  assuredly ;  and  next  to  the 
cause  of  Ood,  come  the  commands  of  my  liege  lady.~ 
And  yet,  Cceurde  Lion's  behest— my  own  promise!— 
Nectabanus,  I  conjure  thee  once  more  to  say,  are  yoa 
to  conduct  me  far  from  hence  ?" 

"  But  to  yonder  pavilion;  and,  since  you  must  needs 
know,"  replied  Nectabanus,  "  the  moon  is  glimmeriqg 
on  the  gikied  hall  which  crowns  its  roof,  and  whi» 
is  worth  a  king's  ransom." 

"I  can  return  in  an  instant."  said  the  knight,  shut- 
ting his  eyes  desperately  to  all  farther  conaequenoea 
"  I  can  hear  from  thence  the  bay  of  my  dog,  if  any 
one  approaches  the  standard— I  will  throw  myself  at 
my  lady's  feet,  and  pray  her  leave  to  return  to  cod- 
cJude  my  watch.— Here,  Roswal,"  (calling  his  bound, 
and  throwing  down  his  mantle  by  the  side  of  the 
standard-spear,)  "  watch  thou  here,  and  let  no  one 
approach." 

The  majcetic  dog  looked  in  his  master's  face,  as  if 
to  be  sure  that  he  understood  his  charge,  then  sat 
down  beside  the  mantle,  with  ears  erect  and  bead 
raised,  like  a  sentinel,  understanding  perfectly  the 
purpose  for  which  he  was  stationed  there. 

"Comenow.good  Nectabanus,"  said  the  knight,  "let 
us  hasten  to  obey  the  commands  thou  hast  brought" 
"  Haste  he  that  will"  said  the  dwarf,  sullenly ; 
"  thou  hast  not  been  in  haste  to  obey  my  summons, 
nor  can  I  walk  fast  enough  to  follow  your  long 
strides— you  do  not  walk  like  a  man,  but  bound  like 
an  ostrich  in  the  desert" 

There  were  hut  two  ways  of  conquering  the  obsti- 
nacy of  Nectabanus,  who,  as  ho  spoke,  diminished 
his  walk  into  a  snail  pace.  Por  bribes  Sir  Kenneth 
had  no  means — for  soothing  no  time ;  so  in  his  im- 
patience he  snatched  the  dwarf  up  from  the  ground, 
and  bearing  him  along,  notwithstanding  his  entreaties 
and  his  fear,  reached  nearly  to  the  pavilion  pointed 
out  as  that  of  the  Queen.  In  approaching  it,  how- 
ever, the  Scot  observed  there  was  a  small  guard  of 
soldiers  sittins;  on  the  ground,  who  had  b^  con- 
cealed from  him  by  the  intervening  tents.  Wonder- 
ing that  the  clash  of  his  own  armour  had  not  vet 
attracted  their  attention,  and  supposing  that  nis 
motions  might,  on  the  present  occasion,  require  to 
1)6  conducted  with  secrecy,  he  placed  the  little  pant- 
ing guide  upon  the  ground  to  recover  his  breath,  and 
point  out  what  was  next  to  be  done.  Nectabanus 
was  both  frightened  and  angry;  but  he  had  felt 
himself  as  completely  in  the  power  of  the  robust 
knight,  as  an  owl  in  the  claws  of  an  eaglo.  and  there- 
fore cared  not  to  provoke  him  to  any  farther  display 
of  his  strength. 

He  made  no  complaints,  therefore,  of  the  usaee 
he  had  received,  but  turning  amongst  the  labyrintn 
of  tents,  he  led  the  knight  in  silence  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  pavilion,  which  thus  screened  them  from 
the  observation-  of  the  warders,  who  seemed  cither 
too  negligent  or  too  sleepy  to  discharge  their  duty 
with  much  accuracy.  Amved  there,  the  dwarf  raised 
the  under  part  of  the  canvass  from  the  ground,  and 
made  signs  to  Sir  Kenneth  that  he  should  introduce 
himself  to  the  inside  of  the  tent,  by  creeping  under 
it.  The  knight  hesitated— there  seemed  an  inde- 
corum in  thus  privately  introducing  himself  into  a 
pavilion,  pitched,  doubtless,  for  the  accommodation 
of  noble  ladies ;  but  he  recalled  to  remembrance  the 
assured  tokens  which  the  dwarf  had  exhibited,  and 
concluded  that  it  was  not  for  him  to  dispute  his  lad/s 
pleasure. 

He  Btoopt  accordingly,  crept  beneath  the  canvass 
enclosure  of  the  tent,  and  heard  the  dwaif  whisper 
from  without,— "Remain  thereuntil  I  call  thee." 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


Tou  talk  of  G«y«t7  aod  Innoomee  t 
Tto  mummt  when  the  Iktal  tnit  wn  mten, 
Ttef  pailod  aa'er  to  meat  again :  and  Malioe 
Hm  ever  nnoe  been  pUtTnata  to  Hfht  Ga^tjr, 
mmthd  fint  moment  when  the  cmiling  infut 
Oiatroys  the  flower  or  butterfly  he  tofs  with, 
To  Om  last  cheeUe  of  the  dyinf  miaer, 
Who  on  hia  death-bed  laughs  hia  laat  to  hear 
Hi*  wealthy  neighbour  baa  become  a  bankrupt 

OUPhtv. 

Sn  KsNOTTH  was  left  for  some  minutes  alone,  and 

ffldarkneaa.    Here  was  another  interruption,  which 

must  prolong  his  absenqs  from  his  post,  and  he  began 

almost  to  repent  the  facility  with  which  he  had  been 

indnced  to  quit  iL    Bat  to  return  without  seeing  the 

Lady  Edith,  was  now  not  to  be  thought  of.  He  had 
oommitted  a  breach  of  military  discipline,  and  was 
detennined  at  least  to  nrove  the  reality  of  the  soduc* 

dfe  expectations  which  had  tempted  him  to  do  so. 
Mean  while,  his  situation  was  unpleasant  There 
mt  DO  light  to  show  him  into  what  sort  of  apart- 
meDt  be  had  been  led — the  Lady  Edith  was  in  imme- 
diate attendanc^n  the  Queen  of  England— and  the 
diMo?ery  of  his*liaving  introduced  himself  thus  fur* 
Mj  into  the  royal  pavilion,  might,  were  it  discov- 
oed,  load  to  much  and  dangerous  suspicion.  While 
ha  gare  way  to  these  unpleasant  reflections,  and 
bcK>n  almost  to  wish  that  he  could  achieve  his  retreat 
imobeerved,  he  heard  a  noise  of  female  voices,  laugh- 
JBn;  whispeiinii^  and  speaking  in  an  adjoining  apart- 
DHot,  from  wluch.  as  the  sounds  gave  him  reason  to 
jodge,  he  could  only  be  separated  ny  a  canvass  pard- 
tioiL  Lamps  were  burning;  as  he  might  perceive  by 
die  shadowy  light  which  extended  itself  even  to  his 
ode  of  the  veiTwhich  divided  the  tent,  and  he  oonid 
aee  shades  of  several  figures  sitting  and  moving  in  the 
adjoiniog  apartment.  It  cannot  be  termed  discourtesy 
m  SirKnineth,  that,  situated  as  he  was,  he  overheard 
aoonveraation,  in  Which  he  found  himself  deeply  in- 
terested. 

|*CaIl  her— call  her,  for  Our  Lady^s  sake,"  said  the 
fOioe  of  one  of  these  laughing  invisibles.  "Necta- 
biouB,  thou  shalt  be  made  ambassador  to  Prester 
John's  court,  to  show  them  how  wisely  thou  canst 
diadiaiin  thee  of  a  mission." 

The  Bonll  tone  of  the  dwarf  was  heard,  yet  so  much 
mbdaed,  that  Sir  Kenneth  could  not  underetand  what 
hs  nid,  except  that  he  spoke  something  of  the  means 
of  merriment  given  to  the  guard. 

"Bat  how  shall  we  rid  us  of  the  spirit  which  Nec- 
tabanus  hath  raised,  mv  maidens?" 

"Hear  me,  royal  madam/'  said  another  voice;  "if 
the  sage  and  princely  Nectabanus  be  not  over- jealous 
of  his  most  transcendent  bride  and  empress,  let  us 
Kod  her  to  get  us  rid  of  this  insolent  knight-errant, 
who  can  be  so  easily  persuaded  that  hiKh-bom  dames 
may  need  the  use  of  his  insolent  and  overweening 
nknr." 

'*It  were  but  justice,  methinks,"  replied  another, 
"that  the  Princess  Guenever  should  dismiss,  by  her 
coortesy,  him,  whom  her  husband's  wisdom  has  been 
able  to  entice  hither." 

Struck  to  the  heart  with  shame  and  resentment  at 
what  he  had  heard,  Sir  Kenneth  was  about  to  attempt 
ma  escape  from  the  tent  at  all  hazardsi  when  what 
Mk»wed  arrested  his  purpose. 

"Nay,  truly,"  said  the  fint  speaker,  "  our  cousin 
Bdith  must  mst  learn  how  this  vaunted  wight  hath 
eondocted  himself,  and  we  must  reserve  the  power 
of  giring  her  ocular  proof  that  he  hath  failed  m  his 
duty.  It  may  be  a  lesson  will  do  good  upon  her ;  for, 
cndit  me,  Calista,  I  have  sometimes  thou^dit  she  has 
let  this  northern  adventurer  sit  nearer  her  heart  than 
pmdeooe  would  sanction." 

One  of  the  other  voices  was  then  heard  to  mutter 
■omething  of  the  Ladv  Edith's  prudence  and  wisdom. 

"Prudence,  wench!  was  the  reply— "It  is  mere 
pnde,  and  the  desire  to  be  thought  more  rigid  than 
tny  of  us.  Nay,  I  will  not  quit  my  advantage.  You 
Know  well,  that  when  she  has  us  at  fault,  no  one 
can,  in  a  civil  way,  lay  your  error  before  you  more 
precisely  than  can  my  Lady  Edith^But  here  she 
comes." 

A  figure,  as  if  entering  the  apartment,  cast  upon 


the  partition  a  shades  which  fflided  along  slowly  until 
it  mixed  with  those  which  ailneady  clouded  it  Des- 
pite of  the  bitter  disappointment  which  he  had  expe- 
rienced—despite the  msnlt  and  injury  with  which  it 
seemed  he  had  been  visited  by  the  malice,  or,  at  best, 
by  the  idle  humour  of  Queen  Berengaria,  (for  he  al- 
ready concluded  that  she  who  siwke loudest,  and  in  a 
commanding  tone,  was  the  wife  of  Richard,)  the 
knight  felt  something  so  soothmg  to  his  feeliiifts  in 
learning  that  Edith  had  been  no  partner  to  the  fraud 
practised  on  him,  and  so  interesting  to  his  curiosity,  in 
the  scene  which,  was  about  to  take  place,  that,  in- 
stead of  prosecuting  his  more  prudent  purpose  of  an 
instant  retreat,  he  looked  anxiously,  on  the  contraiy, 
for  some  rent  or  crevice,  by  means  of  which  he  might 
be  made  eye  as  well  as  ear-witness  to  what  was  to  go 
forward. 

"  Surely,"  said  he  to  himself,  "  the  Queen,  who  hath 
been  pleased  for  an  idle  frolic  to  endanger  my  reputa- 
tion, and  perhaps  my  life,  cannot  complain  if  I  avail 
myself  of  the  chance  which  fortune  seems  willing  to 
anord  me,  to  obtain  knowledge  of  her  further  inten- 
tions." 

It  seemed,  in  the  mean  while,  as  if  Edith  were 
waiting  for  the  commands  of  the  Queen,  and  as  if 
the  other  were  reluctant  to  speak,  for  fear  of  being 
unable  to  command  her  laughter,  and  that  of  her 
companions ;  for  Sir  Kenneth  could  only  distinguish 
a  sound  as  of  suppressed  tittering  and  merriment. 

"Your  Majesty,"  said  Edith,  at  last,  "seems  in 
a  merry  mood,  though,  metbinks.  the  hour  of  night 


Kse,"  said  the  Queen ;     though  I  fear  you  will  sleep 
»  soundly  when  I  tell  you  vour  wager  is  lost" 

"  Nay,  royal  madam,"  saia  Edith,  "  this,  surely,  ia 
dwelling  on  a  jest  which  has  rather  been  worn  out. 
I  laid  no  wager,  however  it  was  your  Majesty's  plea- 
sure to  suppose  or  to  insist^  that  I  did  so." 

"Nay,  now,  despite  our  pilgrimage,  Satan  is  strong 
with  you,  my  gentle  cousin,  and  prompts  thee  to  leas- 
ing. Can  you  deny  that  you  gaged  vour  raby  ring 
against  my  golden  hrecelet,  that  yonder  Knight  of 
the  Libbard,  or  how  call  you  him,  could  not  be 
seduced  from  his  post  1" 

"  Your  Majesty  is  too  great  for  me  to  gainsay  you." 
replied  Edith ;  ^'  but  these  ladies  can,  if  they  will, 
bear  me  witness,  that  it  was  your  Highness  who  pro- 
posed such  a  waffer,  and  took  the  ring  from  mv 
finger,  even  while  i  was  declaring  that  I  did  not  think 
it  maidenly  to  gage  any  thing  on  such  a  subject." 

"  Nay,  but,  my  Lady  Edith,"  said  another  voice, 
"  you  must  needs  grant,  under  your  favour,  that  you 
expressed  yourself^very  confident  of  the  valour  of 
that  same  knight  of  the  Leopold." 

"And  if  I  did,  mmion,"  said  Edith,  angrily  "is  that 
a  good  reason  why  thou  shouldst  put  in  thy  word  to 
flatter  her  Majestjrs  humoiu-?  I  spoke  of  that  knight 
but  as  all  men  speak  who  have  seen  him  in  the  field, 
and  had  no  more  interest  in  defending  than  thou  in 
detracting  from  him.  In  a  camp,  what  can  women 
speak  of  save  soldiers  and  deeds  of  arms  1" 

"The  noble  Lady  Edith,"  said  a  third  voice,  "hath 
never  forgiven  Calista  and  me,  since  we  told  your  Ma- 
jesty that  she  dropped  two  rose-buds  in  the  chapel." 

"  If  your  Majesty,"  said  Edith,  in  a  tone  which  Sir 
Kenneth  could  judge  to  be  that  of  reroectful  remon- 
strance, "have  no  other  commands  for  me  than  to 
hear  the  gibes  of  your  waiting- women,  I  must  crave 
your  permission  to  withdraw?' 

"  Silence,  Florist"  said  die  Queen,  "and  let  not 
our  indulgence  lead  you  to  forget  the  difTerence  bo- 
twixt  yourself  and  the  kinswoman  of  England.— 
But  you,  my  dear  cousin,"  she  continued,  resuming 
her  tone  of  raillery,  "  how  can  you,  who  are  so,  good- 
natured,  bcgrodge  us  poor  wretches  a  few  minutes 
laughing,  when  we  have  had  so  many  days  devoted 
to  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth  7"  ..«,., 

"Great  be  your  mirth,  royal  lady,"  said  Edith; 
"yet  would  I  be  content  not  to  smile  for  the  rest  of 
my  life,  rather  than" 

She  stopped,  apparendv  out  of  respect;  but  Sir 
Kenneth  could  hear  that  she  wewin  much  agitation. 
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"ForgiTe  me,''  said  Bereogaria,  a  thotufatleaa  but 
flood-humouraci  princefls  of  the  House  of  Navarre, — 
^but  what  is  the  great  offence  after  alii  A  young 
knight  haa  been  wiled  hither-has  stolen— or  has 
btcn  stolen— &om  his  post,  which  no  one  will  disturb 
in  his  absence,  for  the  sake  of  a  fair  lady ;  for,  to  do 
vour  champion  iusiice,  sweet  one,  the  wisdom  of 
Nectabanus  could  conjure  him  hither  in  no  name  but 
yours." 

"Grracions  Heaven!  your  Maiesty  does  not  say 
so?"  said  Edith,  in  a  voice  of  alarm  quite  difierent 
from  the  agitation  she  had  previously  evinced,-^"  you 
cannot  say  so,  consistently  with  resoect  for  your  own 
honour,  and  for  mine,  your  husbands  kinswoman  !— 
Say  you  were  jesting  with  me,  my  royal  mistress,  and 
forgive  me  that  I  could,  even  for  a  moment,  think  it 
possible  you  could  be  in  earnest !" 

"  The  Lady  Edith,"  said  the  Queen,  in  a  displeased 
tone  of  voice,  "  regrets  the  ring  we  have  won  of  her. 
— We  will  restore  the  pledge  to  you,  gentle  cousin, 
only  you  must  not  grudge  us  in  turn  a  little  triumph 
over  the  wisdom  whicn  has  been  so  often  spread 
over  us,  as  a  banner  over  a  host." 

"A  triumph!"  exclaimed  Edith,  indi^antly;  "a 
triumph !— the  triumph  will  be  with  the  mfidel,  when 
he  hears  that  the  Queen  of  England  can  make  the 
r^utation  of  her  husband's  kinswoman  the  subject 
or  a  light  frolic." 

"  You  are  angrv,  fair  cousin,  at  losing  your  fa- 
vourite ring,"  said  the  Queen— "Come,  since  you 
grudge  to  pay  your  wager,  we  will  renounce  our 
right ;  it  was  your  name  and  that  pledge  brought  him 
hither,  and  we  care  not  for  the  bait  after  the  fish  is 
caueht." 

"Madam,"  replied  Edith,  impatiently,  "you  know 
well  that  your  Grace  could  not  wish  for  any  thing  of 
mine  but  it  becomes  instantly  yours.  But  I  would 
give  a  bushel  of  rubies  ere  ring  or  name  of  mine  had 
been  used  to  bring  a  brave  man  into  a  fault,  and  per- 
haps to  disgrace  and  pninishment" 

O.  it  is  for  the  safety  of  our  true  knight  that  we 
lear  7'  said  the  Queen.  You  rats  our  power  too  low, 
fair  cousin,  when  you  speak  of  a  life  being  lost  for  a 
frolic  of  ours.  O,  Ladv  Edith,  others  have  influence 
on  the  iron  breasts  pi  warriors  as  well  as  you— the 
heart  even  of  a  lion  is  made  of  flesh,  not  of  stone: 
and,  beheve  me,  I  have  interest  enough  with  Richara 
to  save  this  knight,  in  whose  faie  Lady  Edith  is  so 
deeply  concerned,  from  the  penalty  of  disobeying  his 
royal  commands." 

For  the  love  of  the  blessed  Cross,  most  royal 
lady,"  said  Edith— and  Sir  Kenneth,  with  feelings 
which  it  were  hard  to  unravel  heard  her  prostrate 
herself  at  the  Queen's  feet,— "for  the  love  of  our 
blessed  Lady,  and  of  every  holy  saint  in  the  calendar, 
beware  what  you  do !  You  know  not  King  Richard 
— ^you  have  been  but  shordy  wedded  to  him— your 
breath  might  as  well  combat  the  west  wind  when  it 
is  wildest,  as  your  words  persuade  my  royal  kinsman 
to  pardon  a  military  offence.  Oh!  for  God's  sake, 
dismiss  this  gentleman,  if  indeed  you  have  lured  him 
hither !  I  could  almost  be  content  to  rest  with  the 
shame  of  having  invited  him,  did  I  know  that  he  was 
returned  again  where  his  dutv  calls  him !" 

"  Arise,  cousin,  arise,"  said  Queen  Berengaria, "  and 
be  assured  all  will  be  better  than  you  think.  Rise, 
dear, Edith ;  I  am  sorry  I  have  played  my  foolery  with 
a  knight  in  whom  you  take  such  deep  interest— Nay, 
wring  not  thy  hands— I  will  believe  thou  carest  not 
for  him— believe  any  thing  rather  than  see  tbee  look 
so  wretchedly  miserable— I  tell  thee  I  will  take  the 
blame  on  myself  with  King  Richard  in  behalf  of  thy 
fair  northern  friend— thine  acquaintance,  I  would  say, 
since  thou  own'st  him  not  as  a  friend.— Nay,  look 
not  so  reproachfully— We  will  send  Nectabanus  to 
dismiss  this  Knight  of  the  Standard  to  his  post ;  and 
we  ourselves  Mrill  grace  him  on  some  future  day,  to 
make  amends  for  his  wild-goose  chase.  He  is,  I  war- 
rant  but  lying  perdue  in  some  neighbouring  tent." 

"  By  my  crown  of  lilies,  and  my  sceptre  of  a  spe- 
cially jgood  water-reed,"  said  Nectabanus.  "your  Ma- 
jesty IS  mistaken— he  is  nearer  at  hand  than  you  wot 
—he  lieth  ensconced  there  behind  that  canvass  par- 
tition." 


IS*' 


•*  And  within  hearing;  of  each  word  we  have  said  f 
exclaimed  the  Queen,  m  her  turn  violently  Knpnasd 
and  agitated— "Out,  monster  of  folly  and  mabmuty  r 

Asshe  uttered  these  words,  Nectabanus  fld  from 
the  paviUon  with  a  yell  of  such  a  nature,  as  leaves  it 
still  doubtfol  whethor  B««ngaria  had  confined  her  r»- 
buke  to  words,  or  added  some  more  emphatic  ex- 
pression of  her  displeasure.       . ,  .    ^  « ,. . 

"  What  can  now  be  done  T*  said,  the  Qneen  to  Edith, 
in  a  whiq)er  of  undisgused  uneasiness. 

"That  which  mus^"  said  Edith  firmly.  "We 
must  see  this  gentleman,  and  place  ourselves  in  his 

So  saying,  she  began  hastily  to  undo  a  curtam, 
which  at  one  place  covered  an  entrance  or  communi- 
cation. 

"For  Heaven's  sake,  forbear- consider,''  said  the 
Queen,  "my  apartment— our  dress— the  hour— my 
honour  r' 

But  ere  she  could  detail  her  remonstrances,  the  cnr- 
tain  fell,  and  there  was  no  division  any  lons»r  betwixt 
the  armed  knight  and  the  party  of  ladies.  The  warmth 
of  an  Eastern  night  occasioned  the  undress  of  Queen 
Berengaria  and  her  household  to  be  rather  more  sam- 
ple and  unstudied  than  their  station,  and  the  presence 
of  a  male  spectator  of  rank,  required.  This  the  Queoi 
remembered,  and  with  a  loud  shriek  fled  from  the 
apartment  where  Sir  Kenneth  was  disclosed  to  view 
in  a  copartment  of  the  ample  paviUon,  now  no  loni^ 
separated  from  that  in  which  they  stood.  The  gnef 
and  agitation  of  the  Lady  Edith,  as  well  as  the  deep 
interest  she  felt  in  a  hasty  explanation  with  the  Scot- 
tish knight,  perhaps  occasioned  her  forgetting  that 
her  locks  were  more  dishevelled,  and  her  person  lees 
heedfully  covered,  than  was  the  wont  of  high-bom 
damsels,  in  an  age  which  was  not,  after  all,  the  most 
prudish  or  scrupulous  oeriod  of  the  ancient  time.  A 
thin  loose  garment  of^  pink-coloured  silk  made  the 
principal  part  of  her  vestments,  with  Oriental  slippers, 
mto  which  she  had  hastily  thrust  her  bare  feet,  and  a 
scarf  hurriedly  and  loosely  thrown  about  her  shoul- 
ders. Her  head  had  no  other  covering  than  the  veil 
of  rich  and  dishevelled  locks  falling  round  it  on  every 
side,  that  half  hid  a  countenance,  which  a  minsled 
sense  of  modesty^  and  of  resentment,  and  other  deep 
and  agitsting  feehngs  had  covered  with  crimson. 

But  although  Edith  felt  her  situation  with  all  that 
delicacy  which  is  her  sex's  greatest  charm,  it  did  not 
seem  that  for  a  moment  she  placed  her  own  bashfiil- 
ness  in  comparison  with  the  duty,  which,  aa  she 
thought,  she  owed  to  him,  who  had  been  led  into 
error  and  danger  on  her  account.  She  drew,  indeecL 
her  scarf  more  closely  over  her  neck  and  bosom,  ana 
she  hastily  laid  from  her  hand  a  lamp,  which  shed  too 
much  lustre  over  her  figure ;  but  while  Sir  Kenneth 
stood  motionless  on  the  same  spot  in  which  he  wma 
firet  discovered,  she  rather  stepped  towards  than  rs 
tired  from  him,  as  she  exclaimed|  "  Hasten  to  your 
post^  valiant  knight !— you  are  deceived  in  being  train 
ed  hither— ask  no  questions." 

"  I  need  ask  none,"  said  the  knight,  sinking  upon 
one  knee,  with  the  reverential  devotion  of  a  saint  at 
the  altar,  and  bending  his  eyes  on  the  ground,  lest  his 
looks  should  increase  the  IsHyls  embanaasment. 

"Have  you  heard  all?"  said  Edith,  impatiently-- 
"  Gracious  saints!  then  wherefore  wait  you  here,  when 
each  minute  that  passes  is  loaded  with  dishonour  f 

"  I  have  heard  that  I  am  dishonoured,  lady,  and  I 
have  heard  it  from  you,"  answered  Kenneth.  **  What 
reck  I  how  soon  punishment  follows?  I  have  but 
one  petition  to  you,  and  then  I  seek,  among  the  aabrea 
of  the  infidels,  whether  dishonour  may  not  be  washed 
out  with  blood." 

"Do  not  so,  neither,"  said  the  lady.  "Be  wise— 
dally  not  here— all  may  yet  be  well,  if  you  will  but  oas 
despatch." 

"I  wait  but  for  your  forgiveness,"  said  the  kniaiit, 
still  kneeUng^  "for  mv  presumption  in  believing  that 
my  poor  services  could  have  been  required  or  valued 
by  vou." 

I  do  forgive  ]rou— O,  I  have  nothingto  foisive !— I 
have  been  die  means  of  injuring  you— But  O,  oegone! 
—I  will  forgive— I  will  value  you— that  ia,  as  I  value 
eveiy  brave  Crusader— if  you  will  but  begone !" 
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"R^TrJVf.  firfr.  this  prcHiioUH  vcl  falol  pledge,"  trnid 
jhfkn.ght.  r^ndt  rinif  ihr-  riiiK  totMith  who  now  show- 
*d  cf*Uir€s  of  intpaticncf. 

''Oh.  no.  no*/  sho  said  declining  to  receive  if.— 
"Kttp  it— t«j»  it  as  a  ninrk  of  my  reganl— uiy  rci^rct, 
I  vMid  say.    O  be^^nc,  if  not  for  your  own  sake,  for 

.A!mi<T  rfccomponw.'d  for  iho  loss  even  of  iionour, 
ulncli  hcT  \o\r-t:  had  denounced  lo  liiin,  by  tho  in- 
T'fwj  wliirli  jilie  «?i'nn.'d  it)  testify  in  his  Bafcty,  Sir 
fr-n.v-th  rose  fr>ni  Ms  knte,  and  cast  in;;  a  inomont- 
ar  r'anre  nil  I"I('.ith,  bowt-d  low  and  socmtd  aUmt 
■  ■witlidniw.  At  thf  £:ainc'  instant,  that  niaidi^nly 
;'!*hf!ilntiis,  \vhii.li  th*'  mcrpry  of  Edith's  fc-chngs 
hai  nil  tht  n  trinnipluKl  ovt-r,  l)*>canic  conqiirror  in 
':'^v..m.  ftnd  she  hastcnttl  from  the  apnrtimnt, cxiin- 
crci^huj!;  hc-r  lamp  a.s  she  went,  and  iouvin^,  in  Sir 
K^nirh's  thoup;hts,  both  mental  and  natural  gloom 
krind  li»-r. 

Shp  nni«t  b^  ol^rycd,  was  ihq  first  distinct  idea 
ilijrii  wakt-ii  biiii  from  his  rrvcric,  and  ho  hn.<*tt'ncd 
10  the  j'lai-^  bv  wliifh  h«  had  entenxl  the  pavilion. 
Tjpi'^  undtT  the  canvnss  in  the  manner  he  had  en- 
is^..  rt^iiirr'd  time  and  atti  ntion,  and  h**  made  a 
iftiicr  ap«  rrnrc  by  ^littinc  the  canvass  wall  with  his 
pffliird.  Wbvu  in  the  free  air,  he  fell  rather  stupificd 
ud  ovrrrowired  bv  a  conflict  of  sensations,  than 
tt>k  I'j  s«:ccriain  \v)iat  was  the  real  imp«irt  of  the 
»h»jl» .  He  was  olilis^etl  to  spur  hinis<'lf  to  action,  bv 
r^f-Uiyrtiiiii:  th:it  the  commands  of  the  Lady  Edilii 
bd  r";!:irc-i  hasrc.  Even  then.  enKQ?>-<l  as  ht>  was 
Kionp-t  teni-ropfts  and  ttnts,  he  was  compelled  to 
DoTf  with  cuijtion  until  he  should  retrain  the  nath  or 
ivn-je.  aside  fmrri  which  the  dwarf  had  lul  him.  in 
cniefio  escape  I  h*>ubscrvatian  of  the  giianls  l»cforc 
ibt  Q,':ff  n^s  pavilion ;  and  he  was  ohlit^cd  alfo  to 
rb.iTf  slowly,  ami  with  precaiilion.  to  avoid  fidving  an 
ilirri,  either  by  falling  or  by  thn  clashing  of  his 
armour.  A  thin'  cloud  had  obsnm-d  the  moon,  too,  at 
'.i>.*Ter>- instant  of  his  leaving  the  tent,  and  Sir  Ken- 
itti  had  to  struggle  with  this  inconvenience  nt  a 
uoTi^ni  when  the  diz7.ines«i  of  his  head,  ana  the  ful- 
af.snf  hishenrt,  scarce  left  him  powers  of  intcllii^encc 
KjfTic*>.n:  to  (iircct  his  motions. 

Eijt  ai  on  re  sounds  came  niH>n  his  oar,  which  in- 
Pir.ilyreoalird  him  to  the  full  energy  of  his  faculties. 
Tif-v  J  r^cft^led  from  the  Mount  of  Saint  Geon;e. 
H'  lir-nr.l  first  a  *<ingle  fierce,  angry,  and  savage  bark, 
wH.-^li  was  xmme«liatfly  followed  by  a  yell  of  agony. 
.Vj  i'jt'T  iver  L»ounded  with  a  wilder  start  at  the  voice 
f  Rii.-wn?.  tlian  did  Sir  Kenneth  at  what  he  feared 
wafl  !h«:  death -<'ry  of  that  noble  hound,  from  whom 
no  ■.■rclnarv  in:ur>'  could  have  extractixi  even  the 
j'':rl:V?'i  3^krlow!^^lJ:^lent  of  pnin.  He  surmounted 
'!i?  «j act  which  divided  him  frmn  the  avenue,  and, 
hivis  artain>:r|  it.  bei'an  to  nm  tdwards  the  mount, 
il'iMisJi  Kvidt'd  with  his  ninil,  fnsrrr  than  mo«t  men 
r-z\:i  Live  .11  companietl  him  even  if  unarmed,  relaxed 
.'iff  hit  i-a-'c  for  ib«-  srer-p  ."iides  of  the  nrtifieial  mound, 
1"!  in  a  few  minutes  stiud  on  the  platform  uptm  its 
fe-immit. 

7:3.  mo<">n  broke  forth  at  this  moment,  arid  showeil 
^:m  :!ia*  ihi:  stnndani  of  Eniflnnd  was  vanished,  that 
iV  F{.«-3ron  which  it  had  lloaled  lay  broken  on  the 
:.":  --'nd.  nnd  lM->*ide  it  was  his  faithful  hound,  appa- 
n:;:!y  :n  (he  agonies  of  death. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

— A*I  my  lor.ff  Rm«ar  or  lif>nnur  Iimt, 

H*ip'«:  nji  in  >-nTi'li.  Hurt  honnltil  up  fijrncr! 

it9'-n  hMiiiiir'K  louiitfiiii  i^H  II  Mirk'il  up  III**  Htrmin? 

llf  hath  -nrnl  Itnttiirir  tio>4  mnv  t'.in-fiMii  pnitii. 

A:*d  ra:lH-r  iitrbbU-i  Iniin  tti**  iiakcil  ford  '.-DonSf.^ftian. 

'if-Ti?  a  Tiirnr'r  of  a/flirting  S;^neafi<>n5',  by  which 
V-:*  Tif  first  a!m<».«t  .**tnnnr'ji  and  eonfounilcd,  Sir 


dipchaniing  the  duty  which  his  master  had  l«en 
seduc<xi  to  abanilon.  He  caresM  d  the  dying  animal, 
who  I'aiihful  to  the  last,  seeniitl  tn  forget  hi»i  own 
pain  in  thr  satisi'uetion  he  rereivid  Iroin  his  masiir's 
pn  wnce,  and  continued  wag;iinL?  iiis  tail  uml  li«kmg 
his  hand,  evi  n  while  by  low  in«>niiings  he  iyi>rt-s«iil 
that  his  agony  was  incn;Ms<'d  hy  ihn  anenii»t>  wliieli 
Sir  Kenneth  made  to  withdraw  from  ilu-  wound  (lie 
ftagnient  of  the  lance,  or  jsivrlin,  with  whifii  ii  had 
bceninflictef.l;  then  ntlouhlrd  liisfe«hle«niirnriiii  rirs, 
as  if  fearing  he  had  uflrndi-d  his  mnstcr  by  showing 
a  son.ieof  the  pain  lo  which  hi**  intirtirmcc  had  sul>- 
Jecrcd  him.  There  wns  somtthing  in  tin;  d;.*.plav  of 
the  dying  creatun-'H  aitachineni,  which  nii.XMl  as  a 
hitler  ingreditnt  with  ihi-  ."^i.'nsi;  of  di.«gra«'e  and  dc.-o- 
lafion  by  whi<'h  Sir  Kenneth  wns  oppr»  sscd.  His 
only  friend  eei-inwl  removcrl  from  him,  ju?*!  when  lie 
had  incurred  the  oonienipt  an«l  lialn-d  of  all  l.e:sides. 
The  knight's  stn  ngth  of  mind  wave  wsiy  to  a  hrirst  of 
agjinized  distress,  and  he  groaned  and  wept  aloud. 

)Vhile  he  thus  indulged  his  grief,  a  clear  and  soNmn 
voice,  chise  beside  him,  pronounced  these  words  in 
the  sonorous  tone  of  the  rinders  of  the  niOM^iue.  and 
in  the  lingua  Franca,  mutually  understood  by  (.'hris- 
tians  and  Saracens:— 

"Adversity  is  like  the  period  of  the  f)rmrr  and  of 
the  latter  rain,— cold,  coinforrles.-,  uiifnVndIv  to  men 
and  to  animals:  yet  from  thals«  a^■on  have  their  hirth 
the  flower  atid  the  fruit,  the  dote,  the  rose,  and  the 
pomegranate." 

Sir  Kenneth  of  the  Leopard  turnetl  towanis  tho 
speaker,  and  U-lield  the  Arabian  [ihysician,  who,  ap- 
proaching unheard,  had  s<.'atetl  hini.<iilf  a  little  U'hind 
nini  cross- legge<i,  and  uttered  with  gravity,  y«  f  not 
without  a  lone  of  sympathy,  the  moral  s<.nnnci-.<  of 
consolation  with  which  the  Koran  and  its  commenta- 
tors supplied  him  ;  for,  in  the  East,  wisdom  i.s  held 
to  consist,  less  in  a  display  of  the  sag»-'s  own  inven- 
tive talents,  than  in  his  ready  memory,  and  happy 
application  of,  and  reference  to,  *'  that  wliich  is 
written.'' 

Ashamed  at  being  sur^jriped  in  a  woinatdike  e.x- 
pression  of  sorrow,  Sir  Kenneth  (lashed  his  tears  in- 
dignantly aside,  and  again  busied  himself  with  his 
dying  favourite. 

"The  poet  hath  said,"  continued  the  Arab,  without 
noticim;  the  knight's  averted  looks  and  sullen  deport- 
ment—" the  ox  for  the  field  an<l  the  camel  for  tho 
desert.  Were  not  the  hand  of  the  leech  fitter  than 
that  of  the  soldier  to  cure  wounds,  though  less  ablo 
to  inflict  them  T 

"This  patient,  Hakim,  is  beyond  thy  htlp,"  said 
Sir  Kenneth ;  "  and,  beside.**,  he  is,  by  thy  law  an  un- 
clean animal." 

"Where  Allah  hath  deigned  to  l>cstow  life,  and  a 
sense  of  pain  and  pleasure,"  .«aid  the  physician,  "it 
were  sinful  pride  should  the  sage,  whom  he  has  en- 
lightened, refuse  to  pmlong  exisftnce,  or  a.^^sua^o 
agony.  To  the  sage,  the  cure  of  a  miserable  gr<Tom, 
of  a  poor  do:;,  an<i  of  a  conquering  monarch,  are 
events  of  little  distinction.  Let  me  examine  this 
woiindrd  animal." 

Sir  Kenneth  .iccedrd  in  silnice,  and  the  physician 
in^peeti'd  and  hnndle*1  Rt)8wars  wound  with  as  much 
care  nnd  attrntion  as  if  he  hnri  bit  n  a  human  bring. 
He  fhf  n  took  ftjrih  a  ra?rof  insrn;iiients,  ar.d,  by  the 
judicious  and  .«kilful  application  of  pincrrs.  Withdrew 
from  tli(!  wounrlcd  shouldrr  the  fnigment  of  die  wea- 
pon, and  st»)pped  with  styptics  nnd  bnndap's  tho 
efliision  of  hlood  w  liich  followed ;  the  crt  aiurc  all 
the  while  suflerinc  him  natienily  to  perform  thc.se 
kind  oflici's,  a^j  if  hu  had  been  aware  of  his  kind 
inttnfions. 

"  Thi»  animal  may  be  cured,"  snid  EI  Hnkiiii,  ad- 
dressing himself  lo  Sir  K«  nnetli.  "if  you  will  prnuit 
me  to  carry  him  to  my  tent,  mid  tn-at  him  with  the 
care  which  the  nohlencss  of  his  naiun-  deS4'rvi  s.   For 


Vfnr»rir«  fir't  thought  wa««  to  lo<ik  for  the  authors  of  >  know,  that  thy  w.n'ant  .Adoiduc  is  no  Iiss  skilfiil  in 
vi.-  \.'.\-ii':  'M  t.f  I  he  En.gii.**b  banin  r;  but  hi  no  direc- 1  the  race  »n<l  petli:/re'»,  and  disrincfi 


■■-■n  nailil  he  wo  tracMi  of  them.  His  next,  which  to 
■"p:r,.-I- r.win«,  hut  t*e;irce  to  any  wlm  have  made  inti- 
.1  -•■  u'-ijiianji:!nrrs  ninnn;;  the  caum"  race,  may  ap- 
rif^r  .-trnnKe.  wa»  to  €'Xainin*'  the  condition  of  his 
i^:\'M  lluswal,  iiiortaiiy  wounded,  as  it  seemed,  in 


ions  of  good  dogs 
and  of  noble  sfcfls,  than  in  the  disc-asts  wliich  alUet 
the  human  race." 

"  Take  him  with  y<Mi,"  said  the  knight.  "  I  b*  slow 
him  on  you  freely  if  he  n'covtTs.  I  ow  »•  thei*  a  n-wani 
for  attendance  on  my  sfiuire,  and  have  nothing  else  to 
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pay  it  with.    For  mjrseU;— 4  will  never  again  wind 
Mijrie,  or  halloo  to  hound !" 

The  Arabian  made  no  reply,  but  ^ve  a  signal  with 
a  clapping  of  hia  hands,  which  was  instantly  answer- 
ed by  the  appearance  of  two  black  slaves.  He  gave 
them  his  oiders  in  Arabic,  received  the  answer,  that 
"to  hear  was  to  obey,"  when,  taking  the  animal  in 
their  arms^  they  removed  him  without  much  resist- 
ance on  his  part ;  for  though  his  eyes  turned  to  his 
master,  he  was  too  weak  to  strugxle. 

"  Fare  thee  well,  Roswal,  then,  said  Sir  Kenneth, 
—*  fare  thee  well,  my  last  and  only  friend— thou  art 
too  noble  a  possession  to  be  retained  bv  one  such  as 
I  must  in  future  call  myselfl— I  woulcf,"  he  said,  as 
the  slaves  retired,  "  that,  dying  as  he  is,  I  could  ex- 
change conditions  with  that  noble  animal !" 

*  It  is  written,"  answered  the  Arabian,  although 
the  exclamation  had  not  been  addressed  to  him, 
"  that  all  creatures  are  fashioned  for  the  service  of 
man;  and  the  master  of  the  earth  speaketh  folly 
when  he  would  exchange,  in  hia  impatience,  bis 
hopea  here  and  to  come,  for  the  servile  condition  of 
an  inferior  being." 

"  A  dog  who  dies  in  discharging  his  duty,"  said  the 
knight,  sternly,  **  is  better  than  a  man  who  survives 
the  desertion  of  it.  Leave  me,  Hakim ;  thou  hast, 
on  this  side  of  miracle,  the  most  wonderful  science 
which  man  ever  possessed,  but  the  wounds  of  the 
spirit  are  beyond  tny  power." 

"  Not  if  the  patient  will  explain  his  calamity,  and 
be  guided  by  the  physician,"  said  Adonbec  el  Hakim. 

',  Know,  then,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  "  since  thou  art 
so  importunate,  that  last  night  the  Banner  of  England 
was  displayed  from  this  mound— I  was  its  appomted 
guardian— morning  is  now  breakinjs— there  lies  the 
broken  banner-spear— the  standard  itself  is  lost— and 
here  sit  I  a  living  man !" 

'*  How !"  said  El  Hakim,  examining  him ;  "  thy 
armour  is  whole— there  is  no  blood  on  thy  weapons, 
and  report  speaks  thee  one  unlikely  to  return  thus 
from  fight— Thou  hast  been  trained  from  thy  post 
—ay,  trained  by  the  rosy  cheek  and  black  eye  of  one 
of  those  houris,  to  whom  you  Nazarenes  vow  rather 
such  service  as  is  due  to  Allah,  than  such  love  as  may 
lawfully  be  rendered  to  forms  of  clay  like  our  own. 
It  has  been  thus  assuredly :  for  so  hath  man  ever 
fallen,  even  since  the  days  of  Sultan  Adam." 

"  And  if  it  were  so,  pn  vsician,"  said  Sir  Kenneth, 
sullenly,  "  what  remedy  7" 

"Knowledge  is  the  parent  of  power^"  said  El 
Hakim,  "  as  valour  supplies  strength.— Listen  to  me. 
Man  is  not  as  a  tree,  bound  to  one  spot  of  earth— nor 
is  he  framed  to  cling  to  one  bare  rocK,  like  the  scarce 
animated  shell-fish.  Thine  own  Christian  writings 
command  thee,  when  persecuted  in  one  city,  to  nee 
to  another;  and  we  Moslem  also  know  that  Moham- 
naed,  the  Prophet  of  Allali,  driven  forth  from  the  holy 
city  of  Mecca,  found  his  refuge  and  his  helpmates  at 
Medina." 

"And  what  does  this  concern  meT'  said  the 
Scot. 

"Much,"  answered  the  physician.  "Even  the 
sage  flies  the  tenipest  which  he  cannot  control  Use 
thjr  speed,  therefore,  and  fly  from  the  vengeance  of 
Richard  to  the  shadow  of  Saladin's  victonous  ban- 


ner, 


II 


'  I  might  indeed  hide  my  dishonour,"  said  Sir 
Kenneth,  ironically,  "  in  a  camp  of  infidel  heathens 
where  the  very  phrase  is  unknown.  But  had  I  not 
better  partake  more  fully  in  their  reproach  7  Does  not 
thy  advice  stretch  so  far  as  to  recommend  me  to  take 
the  turban  7— Methinks  I  want  but  apostacy  to  con- 
summate my  infamy." 

"Blaspheme  not,  Nazarene,"  said  the  physician, 
sternly;  "  Saladin  makes  no  converts  to  the  law  of 
the  Prophet,  save  those  on  whom  its  precepts  shall 
work  conviction.  Open  thine  eyes  to  the  light,  and 
the  great  Soldan,  whoso  liberality  is  as  boundless  as 
his  power,  may  bestow  on  thee  a  kingdom ;  remain 
bhnded  if  thou  wilt,  and,  being  one  whose  second  life 
18  doomed  to  misery,  Saladin  will  yet,  for  this  span 
of  present  time,  make  thee  rich  and  happy.  But  fear 
not  that  thy  brows  shall  be  bound  with  the  turban, 
save  at  thine  own  free  choice  " 


[Chap.  XHT. 

"  My  choice  wsie  rather/'  said  the  knight,  *'  that 
my  vnithen  features  should  blacken,  as  they  are  fike 
to  do.  in  this  evening's  setting  sun." 

"  Yet  thou  art  not  wise,  Nazarene,"  said  EI  Hakim. 
"  to  reject  this  fair  ofler;  for  I  have  power  with  Sala- 
din,  and  can  raise  thee  nigh  in  his  grace.  Look  you, 
my  son- this  Crusade,  as  you  call  your  wild  enter* 
pnse,  is  like  a  large  dromond*  parting  asunder  in  the 
waves.  Thou  thyself  hast  borne  terms  of  truce  from 
the  Kings  and  Princes,  whose  force  is  here  assembled* 
to  the  mighty  Soldan,  and  knew'st  not,  perchance, 
the  foil  tenor  of  thine  own  errand." 

"I  knew  noL  and  I  care  not,"  said  the  knight,  im- 

fiatiently ;  "what  avails  it  to  me  that  I  have  been  of 
ate  the  envoy  of  princes,  when,  ere  night,  I  shall  be 
a  gibbeted  and  dishonoured  corse  7" 

^'  Nay,  I  speak  that  it  may  not  be  so  with  thee,'* 
said  the  physician.  "  Saladin  is  courted  on  all  ndes ; 
the  comoined  Princes  of  this  league  formed  against 
him,  have  niado  such  proposals  of  composition  and 
peace,  aa^  in  other  circumstances,  it  might  have 
become  bis  honour  to  have  granted  to  them.  Others 
have  made  private  oflers,  on  their  own  separate  ac- 
count, to  disjoin  their  forces  from  the  camp  of  the 
Kings  of  Frangistan,  and  even  to  lend  their  arms  to 
the  defence  of  the  standard  of  the  Prophet  But 
Saladin  will  not  be  served  by  such  treacherous  and 
interested  defection.  The  King  of  kings  will  treat 
only  with  the  Lion  King.  Saladin  will  hold  treaty 
with  none  but  the  Melech  Ric,  and  with  him  he  will 
treat  like  a  prince,  or  fight  like  a  champion.  To 
Richard  he  will  ]rield  such  conditions  of  his  free  lib- 
erality, aa  the  swords  of  all  Europe  ould  never  com- 
pel from  him  by  force  or  terror.  He  wiU  permit  a 
fi-ee  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem,  and  all  the  places  where 
the  Nazarenes  list  to  worship ;  nay,  be  will  so  far 
share  even  his  empire  with  his  brother  Richard,  that 
he  will  allow  Christian  garrisons  in  the  six  strongest 
cities  of  Palestine,  and  one  in  Jerusalem  itself,  and 
suffer  them  to  be  under  the  immediate  command  of 
the  officers  of  Richard,  who,  he  consents,  shall  bear 
the  name  of  King  Guardian  of  Jerusalem.  Yet 
farther,  strange  and  incredible  as  you  may  think  it, 
know.  Sir  Knight— for  to  your  honour  I  can  com- 
mit even  that  almost  incredible  secret— know  that 
Saladin  will  put  a  sacred  seal  on  this  happy  union 
betwixt  the  bravest  and  noblest  of  Frangistan  and 
Asia,  by  raising  to  the  rank  of  his  royal  spouse  a 
Christian  damsel,  allied  in  blood  to  King  Richard, 
and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Lady  Edith  of  Plan- 
tagenet"t 

,  Ha  1— say'st  thou  7"  exclaimed  Sir  Kenneth,  who, 
listening  with  indiflerence  and  apathy  to  the  preced- 
ing part  of  El  Hakim's  speech,  was  touched  by  this 
last  communication,  as  the  thrill  of  a  nerve,  unex- 
pectedly jarred,  will  awaken  the  sensation  of  agony, 
even  in  the  torpor  of  palsy.  Then,  moderating  his 
tone,  by  dint  of  much  eflbrt,  he  restrained  his  indig- 
nation, and.  veiling  it  under  the  appearance  of  con- 
temptuous doubt,  he  prosecuted  the  conversation,  in 
order  to  get  aa  much  knowledge  as  possible  of  the 
plot,  as  he  deemed  it,  against  the  honour  and  happi- 
ness of  her,  whom  he  loved  not  the  less  that  his  pas- 
sion had  ruined,  apparently,  his  fortunes  at  once,  and 
his  honour.— "And  what  Christian,"  he  said,  with 
tolerable  calmness, "  would  sanction  a  union  so  unna- 
tural, as  that  of  a  Christian  maiden  with  an  unbe- 
lieving Saraocn  7" 

"Thou  art  but  an  ignorant,  bigoted  Nazarene," 
said  the  Hakim.  "  Sccst  thou  not  now  the  Moham- 
medan princes  daily  intermarry  with  the  noble  Naza- 
rene maidenj  in  Spain,  without  scandal  either  to 
Moor  or  Christian  7  And  the  noble  Soldan  will,  in 
his  full  confidence  in  the  blood  of  Richard,  permit  the 
English  maid  the  freedom  which  your  Frankish 
manners  have  assigned  to  women.  He  will  allow 
her  the  free  exercise  of  her  religion,— seeing  that,  in 

*  The  larfMt  aort  of  Te«wla  Uioo  icnown  were  tenned  tfra- 
wmds,  or  droraedmriei. 

*  Thii  may  appear  ao  extraordinary  and  hnprobable  a  pip- 
poiitioo,  Uiat  it  w  neoowary  to  aajr  aoeh  a  one  wae  actoaUir 
made.  The  hMtoriaiw,  however,  aulMtitaie  the  widowed 
Queen  of  Naplea,  «itter  of  Richard,  for  the  bride,  and  Saladin'a 
brother  for  tlie  bridofroom.  They  apear  to  liave  been  icnorant 
of  the  exiilenoe  of  Edith  of  PlantaceneL-See  Mux's  Hmtry  qf 
tke  CrvMies,  toI.  ii  p.  Si. 
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vei7  tratii,  it  agnifies  but  little  to  which  faith  females 
are  addicted.--anii  he  will  assign  her  such  place  and 
lank  over  all  the  women  of  his  zenana,  that  she  shall 
^.HLS^^J^'^^  ^M"  *>^e  and  absolute  duecn." 

"Whair  said.  Sir  Kenneth,  "darest  thou  think, 
Mosjim  that  Richard  would  give  his  kinswoman 
—a  high-born  and  virtuous  princess^to  be,  at  best, 
the  foremost  concubine  in  the  haram  of  an  misbe- 
liever I  ^ow,  Hakim,, the  meanest  free  Christian 
Dpble  would  scorn,  on  his  diild's  behal£  such  splen- 
did UBommy." 

*'noa.  CTrest,"  said  the  Hakim ; "  Philip  of  Prance, 
lad  Henry  of  Champaghe,  and  others  of  Richard's 
pnndpal  alhes,  have  heard  the  proposal  without 
mtmc,  and  haTe  promised,  as  far  as  they  may,  to 
fonMrara  an  alhance  that  may  end  these  wasteful  wars ; 
md  the  wise  arch-priest  of  Tyre  hath  undertaken  to 
taeU  the  proposal  to  Richard,  not  doubting  that  he 
giaU  be  able  to  bring  the  plan  to  good  issue.  The 
Soldan;s  wisdom  hath  as  yet  kept  his  proposition 
secret  from  others,  such  as  he  of  Montserrat,  and  the 
Haster  of  the  Templars,  because  he  knows  they  seek 
to  tbnve  by  Richard's  death  or  disgrace,  not  by  his 
fife  or  honour.—Up,  therefore,  Su-  Knight,  and  to 
hprae..  I  will.  «ve  thee  a  scroll  which  shall  advance 
tfaee  highly  with  the  Soldan :  and  deem  not  that  you 
iwieavmg  your  country,  or  her  cause,  or  her  religion, 
■noe  the  interest  of  the  two  monarchs  will  speedily 
be  the  same..  To  Saladin  thjr  counsel  will  be  most 
aooeptable,  since  thou  canst  make  him  aware  of  much 
ooDceming  the  marriages  of  the  Christians,  the 
peatment  of  their  wives,  and  other  points  of  thetf 
laws  imd  usages,  which,  m  the  course  of  such  treaty, 
n  much  concerns  him  that  he  should  know.  The  righ  t 
hand  of  the  Soldan  grasps  the  treasures  of  the  East, 
and  it  is  the  fountam  or  generosity.    Or,  if  thou  de- 


nest  it,  Saladin,  when  allied  with  England,  can  have 
bat  httle  difficulty  to  obtain  from  Richard  not  only 
thy  pardon  and. restoration  to  favour,  but  an  honour- 
ule  command  in  the  troops  which  may  be  left  of  the 
King  of  En^and's  host,  to  maintain  their  joint  gov- 
vnment  in  Palestine.  Up,  then,  and  mount— there 
lies  a  plain  path  before  thee." 

''Hakim,^  said  the  Scottish  knight,  "thou  art  a 
man  of  peace— also,  thou  hast  saved  the  life  of  Rich- 
nd  of  England — and,  moreover,  of  my  own  poor 
sraiire,  Strauchan.  1  have,  therefore,  heard  to  an 
od  a  matter,  which,  being  propounded  by  another 
Modem  than  thyself;  I  would  have  cut  short  with  a 
Uow  of  my  dosgerl  Hakim,  in  return  for  thy  kind- 
ness, I  advise  thee  to  see  that  the  Saracen,  who  shall 
propose  to  Richard  a  union  betwixt  the  blood  of  Plan- 
tenet  and  that  of  his  accursed  race,  do  put  on  a 
hamet,  which  is  capable  to  endure  such  a  blow  of  a 
baitle-aze  as  that  which  struck  down  the  gate  of 
Acre.  Certes,  he  will  be  otherwise  placed  beyond  the 
nach  even  of  thy  akill." 

"Thou  artj  then,  wilfully  determined  not  to  fly  to 
the  Saracen  nostT  said  the  physician— "Yet,  remem- 
ber, thou  stayest  to  certain  destruction ;  and  the  wri- 
&QgB  of  thy  law,  as  well  as  ours^  prohibit  man  from 
nrnking  into  the  tabernacle  of  his  own  life." 

"  Ood  forbid  !"  replied  the  Scot,  crossing  him- 
self; "but  we  are  also  forbidden  to  avoid  thepunish- 
neot  which  our  crimes  have  deserved.  Ana,  since 
so  poor  are  thy  thoughts  of  fidelity.  Hakim,  it  grudges 
me  that  I  have  bestowed  my  good  hound  on  thee, 
for,  Aould  he  live,  he  will  have  a  master  ignorant  of 
nis  value." 

"A  gift  that  is  begrudged^  is  already  recalled,"  said 
H  Hakim, "  only  we  physicians  are  sworn  not  to  send 
away  a  patient  uncured.  If  the  dog  recover,  he  is 
oooe  more  yours." 

"Go  to,  Hakim."  answered  Sir  Kenneth;  "men 
mieak  not  of  hawk  and  hound  when  there  is  but 
in  hour  of  day-breaking  betwixt  them  and  death. 
Leave  me  to  recollect  my  sins,  and  reconcile  myaelf 
to  Heaven." 

."I  leave  thee  in  thine  obstinacy,"  said  the  physi- 
cian; "the  mist  hides  the  precipice  from  those  who 
ire  doomed  to  fall  over  it" 

He  withdrew  slowly,  turning  from  time  to  time  his 
head,  as  if  to  observe  whether  the  devoted  knight 
might  not  recall  him  either  by  word  or  signal    At 


last  his  tttihaned  figure  was  lost  among  the  labyrinth 
of  tenu  which  lay  extended  beneath,  whitenmg  m 
the  pale  hght  of  the  dawning,  before  which  the  moon- 
beam had  now  faded  away. 

But  although  the  physician  Adonbec's  words  had 
not  made  that  impression  upon  Kenneth  which  the 
sage  desired,  they  nad  inspired  the  Scot  with  a  mo- 
Uye  for  desiring  life,  which,  dishonoured  as  he  con- 
ceived himself  to  be,  he  was  before  willing  to  part 
from  as  from  a  sullied  vestment  no  longer  becoming 
his  wear..  Much  that  had  passed  betwixt  himself  and 
the  hermit,  besides  what  he  had  observed  between  the 
anchorite  and  Sheerkoh^  (or  Ilderim,)  he  now 
recalled  to  recollection^  and  tended  to  confirm  what 
the  Hakim  had  told  mm  of  the  secret  article  of  the 
treaty. 

"The reverend  impostor!"  he  exclauned  to  him- 
self: "the  hoary  hypocrite!  He  spoke  of  the  unbe- 
lieving husbano  converted  by  the  believing  wife— 
and  what  do  I  know  but  that  the  traitor  exhibited  to 
the  Saracen,  accursed  of  Grod,  the  beauties  of  Edith 
Plantagenet,  that  the  hound  might  judge  if  the  prince- 
ly Christian  lady  were  fit  to  oe  admitted  into  the 
haram  of  a  misbeUever?  If  I  had  yonder  infidel 
Ilderim,  or  whatsoever  he  is  called,  again  in  the  gripe 
with  which  I  once  held  him  fast  as  ever  hound  held 
hare,  never  again  should  fu  at  least  come  on  errand 
disgraceful  to  the  honour  of  Christian  king,  or  noble 
and  virtuous  maiden.  But  I— my  hours  are  fast 
dwindling  into  minutes— yet,  while  I  have  life  and 
breath,  something  must  be  done,  and  speedily." 

He  paused  for  a  few  minutes,  threw  from  him  his 
helmet,  then  strode  down  the  hill,  and  took  the  road 
to  King  Richard's  pavilion. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

The  fbather'd  tonntar,  etumtielocr, 

Had  wound  hit  DUf  le-horn, 
And  told  the  oariy  villager 

The  oominff  of  Uie  mom. 
Kiof  Edward  Mw  Uw  raddjr  straaki 

Of  Uffht  eelipae  Uie  grar. 
And  heard  the  raven'i  croakinff  throat 

Proclaim  the  ftited  dar. 
*■  Thou'rt  riiht,"  he  aaid,  "  for  bjr  the  God 

That  aits  eoUironed  on  hiah, 
Charles  Bawdwio,  and  hii  rellowa  twain, 

This  day  shall  sunly  die."-CHATTBBTim, 

On  the  evening  on  which  Sir  Kenneth  assumed  his 
post,  Richard,  alter  the  stormy  event  which  disturbed 
Its  tranquillity,  had  retired  to  rest  in  the  plenitude  of 
confidence  inspired  by  his  unbounded  courage,  and 
the  superiority  which  he  had  displayed  in  carrying  the 
ptoint  ne  aimed  at  in  presence  of^  the  whole  Chris- 
tian host,  and  its  leaders,  many  of  whom  he  was 
aware,  regarded  in  their  secret  souls  the  disgrace  of 
the  Austrian  Duke  as  a  triumph  over  themselves ;  so 
that  his  pride  felt  gratified,  that  in  prostrating  one 
enemy  he  had  mortmed  a  hundred. 

Another  monarch  would  have  doubled  his  guards  on 
the  evening  after  such  a  sccnes^and  kept  at  least  a  part 
of  his  troops  under  arms.  But  Coeur  de  Lion  dis- 
missed, upon  the  occasion,  even  his  ordinary  watch, 
and  assigned  to  his  soldiers  a  donative  of^wine  to 
celebrate  his  recovery,  and  to  drink  to  the  Banner  of 
Saint  G^ige ;  and  nis  quarter  of  the  camp  would 
have  assumed  a  character  totally  devoid  of  vigilance 
and  miUtarv  preparation,  but  that  Sir  Thomas  de 
Vaux,  the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  and  other  nobles,  took 
precautions  to  preserve  order  and  discipline  among  the 
revellers. 

The  physician  attended  the  King  from  his  retiring 
to  bed  tin  midnight  was  past,  and  twice  adminis- 
tered medicine  to  him  during  that  period,  always  pre- 
viously observing  the  quarter  of  heaven  occupied  by 
the  full  moon,  whose  influences  he  declared  to  be 
most  sovereign,  or  most  baleful,  to  the  efiect  of  his 
drugs.  It  was  three  houre  afier  midnight  ere  El  Ha- 
kim withdrew  from  the  royal  tent,  to  one  which  had 
been  pitched  for  himself  and  his  retinue.  In  his  way 
thither  he  vial  ted  the  tent  of  Sir  Kenneth  of  the  Leo- 
pard, in  order  to  see  the  condition  of  his  firet  patient 


the  Christian  camp,  old  Strauchan,  as  the  knight's 
luire  was  named.    Inquiring  there  for  Sir  Kenneth 


in 
esquire 
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himself,  EI  Hakim  learned  on  what  duty  he  wae  em- 
ployed, and  probably  this  information  led  k%m  to 
Samt  Creorge  8  Mount,  where  he  found  him  whom  he 
sought  in  the  disastrous  circumstances  alluded  to  in 
the  last  chapter. 

It  was  about  the  hour  of  sunrise,  when  a  slow, 
armed  tread  was  heard  approaching  the  King's  pa- 
vilion ;  and  ere  Oe  Vauic,  wno  slumbered  beside  nis 
master's  bed  as  lightly  as  ever  sleep  sat  upon  the  eyes 
of  a  watch-dog,  had  time  to  do  more  than  arise  and 
say,  "  Who  comes?"  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard  en- 
tered the  tent,  with  a  deep  and  devoted  gloom  seated 
upon  his  manly  features. 

"Whence  this  bold  intrusion,  Sir  Knight!*'  said 
De  Vaux,  sternly,  yet  in  a  tone  which  respected  his 
master's  slumbers. 

"Hold!  De  Vaux,"  said  Richard,  awaking  on  the 
instant ;  "Sir  Kenneth  cometh  like  a  good  soldier  to 
render  an  account  of  his  guard— to  such  the  Greneral's 
tent  is  ever  accessible." — Then  rising  from  his  slunra- 
bcring  posture,  and  leaning  on  his  elbow,  he  fixed  his 
large  oright  eye  upon  the  warrior—"  Speak,  Sir  Scot ; 
thou  comest  to  tell  me  of  a  vigilant,  safe,  and  hon- 
ourable watch,  dost  thou  not?  The  rustling  of  the 
folds  of  the  Banner  of  England  were  enough  to  guard 
it,  even  without  the  body  of  such  a  knight  as  men  hold 
thee." 

"As  men  wilL  hold  me  no  more,"  said  Sir  Kenneth 
— "My  watch  hath  neither  been  vigilant,  safe,  nor 
honourable.  The  Banner  of  England  naa  been  carried 
off." 

"  And  thou  alive  to  tell  it  T*  said  Richard,  in  a  tone 
of  derisive  incredulity.—"  Awajr,  it  cannot  be.  There 
is  not  even  a  scratch  on  thy  face.— Why  dost  thou 
stand  thus  mutel  Speak  the  truth— it  is  ill  jesting 
with  a  king— yet  I  will  fomve  thee  if  thou  hast 
lied." 

"  Lied  I  Sir  King !"  returned  the  unfortunate  knight, 
with  fierce  emphasis,  and  one  glance  of  fire  from  his 
eye,  bright  ana  transient  as  the  flash  from  the  cold 
ana  stony  flint  "But  this  also  must  be  endured.— I 
have  spoken  the  truth." 

"  By  God,  and  by  Saint  George !"  said  the  King, 
burstmg  into  fury,  which,  however,  he  instantly 
checked—"  De  Yaux,  go  view  the  spot— This  fever 
has  disturbed  his  brain— This  cannot  he— The  man's 
courage  is  proof— It  cannot  be !  Go  speedily— or  send, 
if  thou  wilt  not  go." 

The  King  was  interrupted  by  Sir  Henry  Neville, 
who  came  breathless,  to  say  that  the  banner  was 
gone,  and  the  knight  who  guarded  it  overpowered, 
and  most  probably  murdered,  as  there  was  a  pool  of 
blood  where  the  banner-spear  lay  shivered. 

"  But  whom  do  I  sec  here  T'  said  Neville,  his  eyes 
suddenly  resting  upon  Sir  Kenneth. 

"  A  traitor,"  said  the  King,  starting  to  his  feet,  and 
seizing  the  curtal-axe,  which  was  ever  near  his  bed 
— "a  traitor!  whom  thou  shalt  see  die  a  traitor's 
death."— And  he  drew  back  the  weapon  as  in  act 
to  strike. 

Coluurlesa,  but  firm  as  a  marble  statue,  the  Scot 
stood  before  him,  with  his  bare  head  uncovered  by 
any  protection,  his  eyes  cast  down  to  the  earth,  his 
lips  scarcely  moving,  yet  muttering  probably  in  prayer. 
Opposite  to  him  and  within  due  reach  for  a  blow, 
stood  King  Richard,  his  lan;e  person  wrapt  in  the 
folds  of  his  camisf:ia,  or  ample  gown  of  linen,  except 
where  the  violence  of  his  action  had  flung  the  cover- 
ing from  his  right  arm,  shoulder,  and  a  part  of  his 
breast,  leaving  to  view  a  specimen  of  a  frame  which 
might  have  merited  his  Sa.\on  predecessor's  epithet 
of  Ironside.  He  stood  for  an  instant,  prompt  to 
strike— then  sinking  the  head  of  the  weapon  towards 
the  ground,  he  exclaimed,  "But  there  was  blood, 
Neville— there  was  blood  upon  the  place.  Hark  thee, 
Sir  Scot— brave  thou  wert  once,  for  I  have  seen  thee 
fishl— Say  thou  hast  slain  two  of  the  thieves  in  de- 
fence of  the  Standard— say  but  one— say  thou  hast 
struck  but  a  g.>od  blow  in  our  behalf,  and  get  thee  out 
of  the  camp  with  thy  Ufe  and  thy  infamy !" 

"  Y"ou  have  calle<I  me  liar  my  Lord  King,"  replied 
Kenneth,  firmly;  "and  therein,  at  least,  you  have 
done  me  wrong— Know,  that  there  was  no  blood  shed 
in  defence  of  the  Standard  save  that  of  a  poor  hotmd, 


which,  more  faithful  than  his  master,  defended  the 
charge  which  he  deserted." 

"Now,  by  Saint  George!"  said  Richard,  asain 
heaving  up  nis  arm— But  De  Vaux  threw  hlmeeU  be- 
tween the  King  and  the  object  of  his  vengeance,  and 
spoke  with  the  blunt  truth  of  his  character,  **Mf 
liege,  this  must  not  be— here,  nor  by  your  own  band. 
It  IS  enough  of  folly  for  one  night  and  day.  to  have 
intrusted  your  banner  to  a  Scot— said  I  not  they  were 
ever  fair  and  false  T* 

"  Thou  didst,  De  Vaux :  thou  wast  right  and  I  con  • 
fess  it,"  said  RichanL  *  I  should  have  known  him 
better— I  should  have  remembered  how  the  fox  Wil- 
liam deceived  me  touching  this  Crusade." 

"My  lord,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  "  WiUiam  of  Scot- 
land never  deceived ;  but  circumstances  prevented  his 
bringing  his  forces." 

"  Peace,  shameless !"  said  the  King ;  **  thou  sulliest 
the  name  of  a  prince,  even  by  speaking  it.— And  yet, 
De  Vaux,  it  is  strange,"  he  added,  "to  see  the  bear- 
ing of  the  man.  Coward  or  traitor  he  must  be,  yet 
he  abode  the  blow  of  Richard  Plantagenct^  as  our 
arm  had  been  raised  to  lay  knighthood  on  his  shoul- 
der. Had  he  shown  the  sh'ghtest  sign  of  fear— had 
but  a  joint  trembled,  or  an  eyelid  quivered,  I  had  shat- 
tered his  head  like  a  ciysta!  goblet.  But  I  cannot 
strike  where  there  is  mither  fear  nor  resistance." 

There  was  a  paufie. 

"  My  lord,"  said  Kenneth 

"Ha!"  repUed  Richard,  interrupting  him,  **haBt 
thou  found  thy  speech  7  Ask  grace  from  Heaven,  but 
none  from  me,  for  England  is  dishonoured  through 
thy  fault ;  and  wert  thou  mine  own  and  only  brother, 
there  is  no  pardon  for  thy  fault." 

"  I  speak  not  to  demand  grace  of  mortal  man,*^ 
said  the  Scot ;  "  it  is  in  vour,  Grace's  pleasure  to  give 
or  refuse  me  time  for  Christian  shrift— if  man  denies 
it,  may  God  grant  me  the  absolution  which  I  would 
otherwise  ask  of  his  Church !  But  whether  I  die  od 
the  instant,  or  half  an  hour  hence,  I  equally  beseech 
your  Grace  for  one  moment's  opportunity  to  speak 
that  to  your  royal  person,  which  highly  concerns  your 
fame  as  a  Chnstian  Kinjg." 

"  Sav  on,"  said  the  King,  making  no  doubt  that  he 
was  aoout  to  hear  some  confession  concerning  the 
loss  of  the  Banner. 

"What  I  have  to  speak,"  said  Sir  Kenneth, 
"touches  the  royalty  of^ England,  and  must  be  said 
to  no  ears  but  thine  own." 

"  Begone  with  yourselves,  sirs,"  said  the  King  to 
Neville  and  De  Vaux. 

The  first  obeyed,  the  latter  would  not  stir  from  tha 
King's  presence. 

"If  you  said  I  was  in  the  right,"  replied  De  Vaux 
to  his  sovereign,  "  I  will  be  treated  as  one  should  be 
who  hath  been  found  to  be  right— that  is,  I  will  have 
my  own  will.    I  leave  you  not  with  this  falae  Scot* 

"How!  De  Vaux,"  said  Richard,  angrily,  and 
stamping  slightly,  "  darest  thou  not  venture  our  per- 
son with  one  traitor?" 

"  It  is  in  vain  you  frown  and  stamp,  my  lord,"  said 
De  Vaux ;  "I  venture  not  a  sick  man  with  a  sound 
one,  a  naked  man  with  one  armed  in  proof." 

"It  matters  not,"  said  the  Scottish  knight,  "I  a&ek 
no  excuse  to  put  off  time— I  will  speak  in  presenos 
of  the  Lord  of  Gilsland.    He  is  ^ood  lonl  aod  true." 

"But  half  an  hour  since,"  said  De  Vaux,  with  a 
groan,  implfin/r  a  mixture  of  sorrow  and  vexation, 

and  I  had  said  as  much  for  thee  I" 

"  There  is  treason  around  you,  Kiag  of  England," 
continued  Sir  Kenneth. 

"  It  may  well  be  as  thou  say'st,"  replied  Richard, 
"I  have  a  pregnant  example." 

"Treason  that  will  injure  thee  more  deeply  than 
the  loss  of  a  hundred  banners  in  a  pitched  field. 
The— the"— Sir  Kenneth  hesitated,  and  at  length 
continued,  in  a  lower  tone,  "The  Lady  Edith" 

*  Siich  wore  the  tanni  in  which  Die  Enfliah  tned  to  speak 
of  their  poor  northern  oeichboura,  rorgetUng  that  their  own 
enrroaclimenti  apon  the  tnilependence  or  Scotland  obliired  tbo 
weaker  nation  to  defrad  themielve«  bf  policr  *>  well  tu  fore*. 
The  diirreee  mut  be  divided  between  Edward  L  and  III.,  who 
enroreed  Uicir  domination  over  a  free  countrx,  and  the  Soota 
who  were  compelled  to  take  oompuliory  oatha,  without  aor 
parpoae  of  keeping  then. 
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**Ha!"  said  the  Bang,  drawing  himself  suddenly 
into  a  stale  of  haughty  attention,  and  fixing  his  eye 
finnlyon  the  sappoBod  criminal;  "  What  of  her ?— 
what  of  her?— what  has  she  to  do  with  this  matter?" 

"  My  loid,"  said  the  Soot,  "  there  is  a  scheme  on 
loot  to  disgrace  vour  royat  hneage,  by  bestowing  the 
hand  of  the  Lady  Edith  on  the  Saracen  Soldan.  and 
thereby  to  purchase  a  peace  most  dishonourable  to 
Cfaristendom,  by  an  alhance  most  shameftd  to  Eng- 
hod." 

This  oommniiication  had  precisely  the  contrary 
cfiect  from  that  which  Sir  Kenneth  expected.  Rich- 
ard Piantagenet  was  one  of  those,  who,  in  lago's 
words,  would  not  serve  God  because  it  was  the  devil 
who  bade  him ;  advice  or  information  often  affected 
him  less  according  to  its  real  import,  than  through 
the  tinge  which  it  took  from  the  supposed  character 
md  views  of  those  by  whom  it  was  communicated. 
Unlbrtonately,  the  mention  of  his  relative's  name 
leaewed  his  recollection  of  what  he  had  considered 
as  extreme  presumption  in  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard, 
even  when  he  stood  high  in  the  rolls  of  chivalry, 
tnt  which,  in  his  present  condition,  appeared  an  insult 
efficient  to  drive  the  fiery  monarch  mto  a  frenzy  of 
paaion. 

'*  Silence,"  he  said,  "  infamous  and  audacious !  By 
Heaven,  I  will  have  thy  tongue  torn  out  with  hot  pm- 
oera,  for  mentioning  the  very  nameof  a  noble  Christian 
daniael!  Know,  denenerate  traitor,  that  I  was  already 
aware  to  what  hei^t  thou  hadst  dared  to  raise  thine 
tfn,  and  endured  it,  though  it  were  insolence,  even 
wboi  thou  hadst  cheated  us-*for  thou  art  all  a  deceit 
—into  holding  thee  as  of  some  name  and  fame.  But 
now,  with  lips  blistered  with  the  confession  of  thine 
own  dishonom^that  thou  shouldst  now  dare  to  name 
oiur  noble  kinswoman  as  one  in  whose  fate  thou  hast 
part  or  interest !  What  is  it  to  thee  if  she  marry  Sara- 
on  or  Christian  1 — what  is  it  to  thee,  if  in  a  camp 
where  princes  turn  cowards  by  day,  and  robbers  by 
ninit— where  brave  knights  turn  to  paltry  desertere 
ud  traitors— what  is  it,  I  say,  to  thee  or  any  one,  if  I 
uould  please  to  ally  myself  to  truth,  and  to  valour,  in 
thenerson  of  Saladin  f* 

**  Little  to  me,  indeed,  to  whom  all  the  world  will 
snn  be  as  nothing,"  answered  Sir  Kenneth,  boldly: 

bat  were  I  now  stretched  on  the  rack,  I  would  tell 
(nee,  that  what  I  have  said  is  much  to  thine  own 
ooDacience  and  thine  own  fame.  I  teU  thee.  Sir 
King;  that  if  thou  dost  but  in  thought  entertain  the 
ptujpose  of  wedding  thy  kinswoman  the  Lady  Edith"— 
Name  her  not— and  for  an  instant  think  not  of 
licrP  said  the  King,  again  straining  the  curtal-axe 
u  his  gripe,  until  the  muscles  started  above  his  brawny 
ann,  like  a  cordage  formed  by  the  ivy  around  the  limS 
of  ^an  oak. 

**  Not  name — not  think  of  her !"  answered  Sir  Ken- 
neth, his  spirits,  «tunned  as  they  were  by  self-depres- 
non^  beginning  to  recover  their  elasticity  from  this 
^fcies  of  controversy,—"  Now,  by  the  Cross,  on 
which  I  place  my  hope^  her  name  shall  be  the  last 
^^  in  my  mouth  her  image  the  last  thought  in  my 
^"oml  Try  thy  boasted  strength  on  this  bare  brow, 
•M  see  if  thou  canst  prevent  my  purpose." 

He  will  drive  me  mad  !"— said  Richard,  who,  in 
^despite,  was  once  more  staggered  in  his  purpose  | 
vftne  dauntleas  determination  of  the  criminal. 

Are  Thomas  of  Gilsland  could  Tepiy.  some  bustle 
Via  heard  without,  and  the  arrival  of  the  Queen  was 
vmounced  from  the  outer  part  of  the  pavilion, 
u  ,  Ve^">  hei^-detain  her,  Neville!"  cried  the  King: 
Jha  is  no  sight  for  women— Pic,  that  I  have  suficrea 
{?ch  a  paltry  traitor  to  chafe  me  thus!— Away  with 
"01,  DeVaux,"  he  whispered^  "through  the  back- 
ntrance  of  our  tent— coop  him  up  close,  and  an- 
■yr  for  his  safe  custody  with  your  life.— And  hark  ye 
"^he  IS  presently  to  die— let  him  have  a  ghostly  father 
■^we  would  not  kill  soul  and  body.— And  stay— hark 
[p«e7-we  will  not  have  him  dishonoured— he  shall  die 
uightlike,  in  his  belt  and  spurs ;  for  if  his  treachery 
oe  aa black  as  hell,  his  boldness  may  match  thatof  the 
^  himselt" 

.De  Vaax,  right  glad^if  the  truth  may  be  guessed, 
^tthe  scene  ended  without  Richard's  descending  to 
"^  ookingly  act  of  himself  slaying  an  unresistmg 


prisoner,  made  haste  to  remove  Sir  Kenneth  by  a  pri- 
vate issue  to  a  separate  tent,  where  he  was  disarmed 
and  put  in  feiten  for  security.  Do  Vaux  looked  on 
with  a  steady  and  melancholy  attention,  while  the 
provost's  officers,  to  whom  Sir  Kenneth  was  now 
committed,  took  these  severe  precaution^. 

When  they  were  ended,  he  aaid  solemnly  to  the  un- 
happy criminal—"  It  is  King  Richard's  pleasure  that 
you  die  undegraded— without  mutilation  of  your  body, 
or  shame  to  your  arms— and  that  your  head  be  se- 
vered from  the  trunk  by  the  sword  of  the  executioner." 

"  It  is  kind,"  said  the  knight,  in  a  low  and  rather 
submissive  tone  of  voice,  as  one  who  received  an  un- 
expected favour ;  "  my  family  will  not  then  hear  the 
worst  of  the  tale— Oh,  my  father— my  father!" 

This  muttered  invocation  did  not  escape  the  blunt 
but  kindly-natured  Englishman,  and  he  onished  the 
back  of  his  large  hand  over  hia  rough  features,  ere  he 
could  proceed. 

"  It  is  Richard  of  England's  farther  pleasure,"  he 
said,  at  length,  "  that  you  have  speech  with  a  holy 
man,  and  I  have  met  on  the  passage  hither  with  a 
Carmelite  friar,  who  may  fit  you  for  your  passai^  He 
waits  without,  until  you  are  in  a  frame  of  mmd  to 
receive  him." 

"  Let  it  be  instantly,"  said  the  knight  "  In  this 
also  Richard  is  kind.  I  cannot  be  more  nt  to  see  the 
good  father  at  any  time  than  now ;  for  life  and  I  have 
taken  farewell,  as  two  travellera  who  have  arrived  at 
the  crossway,  where  their  roads  separate." 

"  It  is  well,"  said  De  Vaux,  slowly  and  solemnly; 
"for  it  irks  me  somewhat  to  say  that  which  sums  my 
message.  It  is  King  Richard's  pleasure  that  you  pre- 
pare for  instant  death." 

"  Gk>d's  pleasure  and  the  King's  be  done,"  replied 
the  knight,  patiently.  "  I  neither  contest  the  justice 
of  the  sentence,  nor  desire  delay  of  the  execution." 

De  Vaux  began  to  leave  the  tent,  but  very  slowly- 
paused  at  the  door,  and  looked  back  at  the  Scot,  from 
whose  aspect  thoughts  of  the  world  seemed  banished, 
as  if  he  was  composing  himself  into  deep  devotion. 
The  feelings  of  the  stout  English  Baron  were  in  gene- 
ral none  of  the  most  acute,  and  yet,  on  the  present 
occasion,  his  ssmnpathy  overpowered  him  in  an  un- 
usual manner.  He  came  hastily  back  to  the  bundle 
of  reeds  on  which  the  captive  lay,  took  one  of  his  fet- 
tered hands,  and  said,  with  as  much  softness  as  his 
rough  voice  was  capable  of  expressing; "  Sir  Kenneth, 
thou  art  yet  young— thou  hast  a  father.  My  Ralph, 
whom  I  left  training  his  little  Galloway  nag  on  the 
banks  of  the  Irthing,  may  one  day  attain  thy  years— 
and,  but  for  last  nignt,  would  to  God  I  saw  his  youth 
bear  such  promise  as  thine  !-*Can  nothing  be  aaid  or 
donein  thy  behalf?" 

"  Nothing,"  was  the  melancholjr  answer.  "  I  have 
deserted  my  charge— the  banner  intrusted  to  me  is 
lost— When  the  beadsman  and  block  are  prepared, 
the  head  and  trunk  are  ready  to  part  company.' 

" Nay,  then,  God  have  mercy !"  said  De  vaux ;  "yet 
would  I  rather  than  my  best  horse  I  had  taken  that 
watch  myself.  There  is  mysteiyin  it,  young  man,  as 
a  plain  man  may  descry,  though  he  cannot  see  through 
it.— Cowardice  7  pshaw !  No  coward  ever  fought  as 
I  have  seen  thee  do.— Treachery  ?  I  cannot  think 
traitors  die  in  their  treason  so  calmly.  Thou  hast 
been  trained  firom  thy  post  by  some  deep  guile- 
some  well-devised  stratagem- the  cry  of  some  dis- 
tressed maiden  has  cauent  thine  ear^  or  the  lauehfiil 
look  of  some  merry  one  has  taken  thme  eye.  Never 
blush  for  it,  we  have  all  been  led  aside  by  such  gear. 
Come,  I  pray  thee,  make  a, clean  conscience  of  it  to 
me,  instead  of  the  priest— Richard  is  merciful  when  his 
mood  is  abated.    Hast  thou  nothing  to  intrust  to  me  1 

The  unfortunate  knight  turned  nis  face  from  the 
kind  warrior,  and  answered—"  Nothing."  , 

And  De  Vaux,  who  had  exhausted  his  topics  of  per- 
suasion, arose  and  left  the  tent,  with  folded  arms,  and 
in  melancholy  deeper  than  he  thought  the  occasion 
merited — even  angry  with  himself,  to  find  that  so 
simple  a  matter  as  the  death  of  a  Scottish  man  coukl 
afi^ct  him  so  nearly.        .,,..,  ,  , 

"  Yet."  as  he  said  to  himselt,  though  the  rough- 
footed  Knaves  be  our  enemies  in  Cumberland,  in  Pa- 
lestine one  almost  considera  them  as  brethren." 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Tin  not  her  senM— rnr  mire,  in  that 
There'i  nothing  more  than  common ; 

And  all  her  wit  ii  only  cliat. 
Like  any  other  woman.— Soa;. 

The  hisrh-born  Berengaria,  daughter  of  Sanchez, 
King  of  NavaiTe,  and  tho  Queen-Consort  of  the  he- 
roic Ricliard;  was  accounted  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful women  of  the  period.  Her  form  was  slight,  though 
exquisitely  moulded.  She  was  graced  with  a  com- 
plexion not  common  in  her  country,  a  profusion  of 
fair  hair,  and  features  so  extremely  juvenile,  as  to 
make  her  look  several  years  younger  than  she  really 
was,  thoiuzh  in  reality  she  was  not  above  one-and- 
twenty.  Perha^is  it  was  under  the  consciousness  of 
this  extremely  juvenile  appearance,  that  she  affected. 
or  at  least  practised,  a  little  childish  petulance,  and 
wilfulness  of  manner,  not  unbefitting,  she  might  Mip- 
poso,  a  youthful  bride,  whose  rank  and  age  gave  her 
a  right  to  have  her  fantasies  indulged  and  attended 
to.  She  was  by  nature  perfectly  good-humoured, 
and  if  her  due  share  of  admiration  and  homage  (in 
her  opinion  a  very  large  one)  was  duly  resigned  to 
her,  no  one  could  possess  better  temper,  or  a  more 
friendly  disposition ;  but  then,  like  a  1  despots,  the 
more  power  that  was  voluntarily  yielded  to  her,  the 
more  she  desired  to  extend  her  aw&y.  Sometimes, 
even  when  all  her  ambition  was  gratified,  she  chose 
to  be  a  little  out  of  health,  and  a  uitle  out  of  spirits; 
and  physicians  had  to  toil  their  wits  to  invent  names 
for  iinaginary  maladies,  while  her  ladies  racked  their 
imagination  for  new  games,  new  headgear,  and  new 
court-scandal,  to  pass  away  those  unpleasant  hours, 
during  which  their  own  situation  was  scarce  to  be 
greatly  envied.  There  most  frequent  reaoursc  for  di- 
verting this  malady  was  some  trick,  or  piece  of  mis- 
chief practised  upon  each  other ;  and  the  good  Queen, 
in  the  buoyancy  of  her  reviving  spirits,  was,  to  speak 
truth^  rather  too  indifferent  whether  the  frolics  thus 
practised  were  entirely  befitting  her  own  dignitv,  or 
whether  the  pain  which  those  suffered  upon  whom 
they  were  inflicted,  was  not  beyond  the  proportion  of 
l^easure  which  she  herself  derived  from  them.  She 
was  confident  in  her  husband's  favour,  in  her  high 
rank,  and  in  her  supposed  power  to  make  good  what- 
ever such  pranks  mivht  cost  others.  In  a  word,  she 
gambolled  with  tho  freedom  of  a  young  lioness,  who 
IS  unconscious  of  the  weight  of  her  own  paws  when 
laid  on  those  whom  she  sports  with. 

The  Queen  Bercngaria  loved  her  husband  passion- 
ately, but  she  feari'd  tho  loftiness  and  roughness  of 
his  character,  and  as  she  felt  herself  not  to  be  his 
match  in  intellect,  was  not  much  pleased  to  sec  that 
he  would  often  talk  with  Edith  Plantagenet  in  pre- 
ference to  herself!  simply  because  he  found  more 
amusement  in  her  conversation,  a  more  comprehen- 
sive understanding,  and  a  more  noble  cast  of  thoughts 
and  sentiments  than  his  bnnutiful  consort  exhibited. 
Bercngaria  did  not  hate  Edith  on  that  account,  far 
less  meditate  her  any  harm ;  for,  allowing  for  some 
selfishness,  her  character  was,  on  the  whole,  inno- 
cent and  generous.  But  the  ladies  of  her  train^  sharp- 
sighted  in  such  matters,  had  for  some  time  discover- 
ed! that  a  poignant  jest  at  the  expense  of  the  Lady 
Edith  was  a  specific  for  relieving  her  Grace  of  Eng- 
land's low  spirits,  and  the  discovery  saved  their  ima- 
gination much  toil. 

There  was  something  ungenerous  in  this,  because 
the  Lady  Ekiith  was  unaorstood  to  be  an  orphan :  and 
though  she  was  called  Plantngenei,  and  the  Fair  Maid 
of  AnjoiL  and  admitted  by  Richard  to  certain  privi- 
leges only  granted  to  the  royal  family,  and  held  her 
placein  the  circle  accordingly,  yet  few  knew,  snd  none 
acquainted  with  the  Court  oi  England  ventured  to 
ask,  in  what  exact  degree  of  relationship  she  stood 
to  Uceur  de  Lion.  She  had  come  with  Eleanor^  the 
celebrated  Queen-Mother  of  England,  and  Joined 
Richard  at  Messina,  as  one  of  the  ladies  destined  to 
attend  on  Berengaria,  whose  nuptials  then  approach- 
ed. Richard  treated  his  kinswoman  with  much 
respectful  observance,  and  the  Queen  made  her  her 
most  constant  attendant,  and,  even  in  despite  of  the 
petty  jealous/  which  we  have  observed,  treated  her, 
generally,  with  suitable  respect. 


The  ladies  of  the  household  had.  for  a  long  tini& 
no  further  advantage  over  E^th,  than  might  be  u- 
forded  by  an  opportunity  of  censuring  a  leas  artfidly 
disposed  head  attire,  or  an  unbecoming  robe ;  for  the 
lady  was  judged  to  be  inferior  in  these  raystciies. 
The  silent  devotion  of  the  Scottish  Knight  did  no^ 
indeed,  pass  unnoticed ;  his  liveries,  his  cogiiizances^ 
his  feats  of  arms,  his  mottoes  and  devices,  were  neariy 
watched,  and  occasionally  made  the  subject  of  a  pass- 
ing jest.  But  then  came  tho  pilgrimage  of  the  Qneea 
and  her  ladies  to  Engaddi,  a  journey  which  the  Queen 
had  undertaken  under  a  vow  for  the  recovery  of  her 
husband's  health,  and  which  she  had  been  encouraged 
to  carry  into  effect  by  the  Archbishop  of  Tyre  for  a 
political  purpose.  It  was  then,  and  in  the  chapel  at 
that  holy  place,  connected  from  above  with  a  Carmel- 
ite nunnery,  from  beneath  with  the  cell  of  the  ancho- 
rite, that  one  of  the  Queen's  attendants  remarked 
that  secret  sign  of  intelligence  which  Edith  had  made 
to  her  lover,  and  fiiled  not  instantly  to  communicate 
it  to  her  Majesty.  The  Queen  lytumed  from  her  pil- 
grimage enriched  with  this  admirable  recipe  against 
dullness  or  ennui,  and  her  train  was  at  the  same  time 
augmented  by  a  present  of  two  wretched  dwarfs  fh>m 
the  dethroned  Queen  of  Jerusalem,  as  deformed  and 
as  crazy  (the  excellence  of  that  unhappy  species)  as 
any  queen  could  have  desired.  One  of^  Bercngaria's 
idle  amusements  had  been  to  try  the  effect  of  the  sod- 
den appearance  of  such  ghostly  and  fantastic  fomu 
on  the  nerves  of  the  Knight  when  left  alone  in  the 
chapel ;  but  the  icst  had  been  lost  by  the  composure 
of  the  Scot,  andf  tho  interference  of  the  anchorite: 
She  had  now  tried  another,  of  which  the  consequences 
promised  to  be  more  serious. 

The  ladies  again  met  after  Sir  Kenneth  had  retired 
from  the  tent ;  and  the  Queen,  at  first  little  moved  by 
Edith's  angry  expostulations,  only  replied  to  her  1^ 
upbraiding  ner  prudery,  and  by  indulging  her  wit  at 
the  expense  of  the  garb,  nation,  and,  above  all,  the 
ppverty,  of  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard,  in  which  she 
displayed  a  ^lod  deal  of  playful  malice,  mingled  with 
some  humour,  until  Edith  was  compelled  to  carry 
her  anxiety  to  her  separate  apartment.  But  wheiL  in 
tho  momiiijg,  a  female,  whom  Edith  had  intrusted  to 
make  inquiry,  brought  word  that  the  standard  was 
missing,  and  its  champion  vanished,  she  burst  into 
the  Queen's  apartment,  and  implored  her  to  rise  and 
proceed  to  the  King's  tent  without  delay,  and  use  her 
powerful  mediation  to  prevent  the  evil  consequences 
of  her  jest. 

The  Queen,  frightened  in  her  turn,  cast,  as  is  usual 
the  blame  of  her  own  folly  on  those  around  her,  and 
endeavoured  to  comfort  E<iith's  grief,  and  appease  her 
displeasure,  by  a  thousand  inconsistent  ailments. 
She  was  sure  no  harm  had  chanced—the  knight  was 
sleeping,  she  fancied,  after  his  night-watch.  What 
though,  for  fear  of  the  King's  displeasure,  he  had 
deserted  with  the  standard— it  was  but  a  piece  of  silk, 
an<l  he  but  a  needy  adventurer— or.  if  he  was  put 
under  warding  for  a  time,  she  would  soon  get  the 
King  to  pardon  him— it  was  but  waiting  to  let  Rich- 
ard's mood  pass  away. 

Thus  she  continiicKi  talking  thick  and  fast,  and 
heaping  together  all  sorts  of  inconsistencies^  with  the 
vain  expectation  of  persuading  both  Edith  and  her- 
self that  no  harm  could  come  of  a  frolic,  which  in  her 
heart  she  now  bitterly  repented.  But  while  Edith  in 
vain  strove  to  intercept  this  torrent  of  idle  talk,  she 
caught  the  eye  of  one  of  the  ladies  who  entered  the 
Queen's  apartment.  There  was  death  in  her  look  of 
affright  and  horror,  and  Edith  at  the  first  glance  of  her 
countenance,  had  sunk  at  once  on  the  earth,  had  not 
strong  necessity,  and  her  own  elevation  of  character, 
enabled  her  to  maintain  at  least  external  composure. 

"  Madam/'  she  said  to  the  Queen^  "lose  not  an- 
other word  m  speakinjs,  but  save  life— if,  indeed,"  she 
added,  her  voice  choking  as  she  said  it,  "life  may  yet 
be  saved." 

"  It  may  be— it  may,"  answered  the  Lady  Calista. 
"  I  have  just  heard  that  he  has  been  brought  before 
the  King— it  is  not  yet  over— but,"  she  added,  bursting 
into  a  vehement  flood  of  weeping,  in  which  personal 
apprehensions  had  some  share—  it  will  soon— unless 
some  course  be  taken." 


Cbat,  XVII.1 


TH£  TAUSMAN. 


66 


"I  will  vow  a  golden  candlestick  to  the  Holy 
Sepalchre— ft  shrine  of  silver  to  oar  Lady  of  Ensaddi^ 
a  Dtll,  worth  one  hundred  bezants,  to  Saint  Thomas 
or  Ortheii"  said  the  Queen  in  extremity. 

**  Ua  op,  madam !"  said  Edith ;  "  caU  on  the  saints 
if  TOO  list  but  be  your  own  best  saint." 

"Indeed,  madam,"  said  the  terri6ed  attendant, 
"the  Lsdy  Edith  speaks  ttuth.  TTp,  madam,  and  let 
OS  ID  Kins  Richard's  tent,  and  beg  the  poor  gentle- 
nan's  life!^ 

**  I  will  go— I  will  go  instantly,"  said  the  Q,aeen, 
liitog  and  trembling  excessively ;  while  her  women, 
in  88  great  confusion  as  herself  were  unable  to  ren- 
der her  those  duties  which  were  indispensable  to  her 
Isvee.  Calm,  composed,  only  pale  as  death,  Edith 
mioistered  to  the  Queen  wiih  her  own  hand,  and 
alooe  supplied  the  deficiencies  of  her  numerous  at- 
tendants. 

**  How  yon  wait,  wenches !"  said  the  Queen,  not 
sbfe  even  then  to  forget  frivolous  distinctions.  "  Suf- 
be  ye  the  Lady  Edith  to  do  the  duties  of  your  attend- 
Boeel— Seest  thou,  Edith,  they  can  do  nothing— I 
ahall  never  be  attired  in  time.  We  will  send  for  the 
Archbishop  of  Tyre,  and  employ  him  as  a  mediator." 

"0  no,  no  I"  exclaimed  Edith— "Go  yourself; 
madam—you  have  done  the  evil,  do  you  confer  the 
remedy." 

«**I  will  g(>-I  wUl  go,"  said  the  Queen ;  "but  if 
Bichard  be  in  hia  mood,  I  dare  not  speak  to  him— he 
wfll  kUI  me  r 

**  Yet  go,  gradouB  madam,"  said  the  Lady  Calista, 
who  best  knew  her  mistress*^  temper ;  "  not  a  lion,  in 
his  fury,  could  look  upon  such  a  face  and  form,  and 
retain  so  much  as  an  angry  thought— far  less  a  love- 
tne  knight  like  the  royal  Richard,  to  whom  your 
iUehtest  word  would  be  a  command." 

'^Dost  thou  think  so,  Calista?"  said  the  Queen. 
"Ah,  thou  little  knowest— yet  1  will  go— But  see  you 
here— what  means  this?  i  ou  have  bedizened  me  in 
creeo,  a  colour  he  detests.  Lo  you  I  let  me  have  a 
ohie  robe,  and — search  for  the  ruby  carcanet,  which 
ma  part  of  the  King  of  Cypms's  ransom— it  is  either 
is  the  steel-casket,  or  somewhere  else." 

**  This,  and  a  man's  life  at  slake  I"  said  Edith, 
iodigoantly ;  **  it  passes  human  patience.  Remain 
at  your  ease,  madam— I  will  go  to  King  Richard— I 
am  a  party  interested— I  will  Know  if  the  honour  of 
a  poor  maiden  of  hiS  blood  is  to  be  so  far  tampered 
witk  that  her  name  shall  be  abused  to  train  a  brave 
geotteman  from  bis  duty,  bring  him  within  the  cpm- 
panof  death  and  infamy,  and  make,  at  the  same  time, 
the  glory  of  Ensland  a  laughing-stock  to  the  whole 
Chnstian  army." 

At  this  unexpected  burst  of  passion,  Berengaria 
fistened  with  an  almost  stupified  look  of  fear  and 
wonder.  But  as  Edith  was  about  to  leave  the  tent, 
ihe  exclaimed,  though  faintly,  **  Stop  her^stop  her !'' 

**  You  must  indeed  stop,  noble  lady  Edith,"  said 
Calista,  taking  her  arm  gently ;  "  and  you,  royal 
nadani,  I  am  sure,  will  so,  and  without  fartncr 
dallying.  If  the  Lady  Editn  goes  alone  to  the  King, 
he  will  be  dreadfully  incensedTnor  will  it  be  one  lite 
that  will  stay  his  fury." 

**  I  will  go— I  will  go,"  said  the  Queen,  yieUing  to 
necessity ;  and  Edith  reluctantly  halted  to  wait  her 
Bovement& 

They  were  now  as  speedy  as  she  could  have  desired. 
The  Queen  hastily  wrapped  herself  in  a  large  loose 
mantle,  which  covered  all  inaccuracies  of  the  toilet. 
In  this  guisa  attended  by  Edith  and  her  women,  and 
preceded  ana  followed  by  a  few  officers  and  men-at- 
aims,  she  hastened  to  the  tent  of  her  lionlike  husband. 


CHAPTER  XVIL 

Ware  eranr  hair  upon  hia  head  a  lift. 

And  ervrr  life  w«n  to  be  mi>plieated 

Br  nnmbori  equal  to  tiMMe  hain  qaadrapled, 

Lifc  aft«  life  fhoold  oat  like  waning  ttmn 

Befote  ttie  durtireek—or  u  festive  lampe, 

Which  have  leot  liwtre  to  the  midnight  revel, 

EeiBh  after  etch  era  qoench'd  whea  gueeu  depart! 

OUPIaif, 

The  entrance  of  Queen  Berengaria  into  the  interior 
of  Richard's  paviHon  was  withstood— in  the  most 


respectful  and  reverential  manner  indeed'^but  still 
withstood,  by  the  chamberlains  who  watched  in  the 
outer  tent  She  could  hear  the  stern  command  of 
the  King  from  within,  prohibiting  their  entrance. 

**  Tou  see,"  said  the  Queen,  appealing  to  Edith, 
as  if  she  had  exhausted  all  means  of  mtercession 
in  her  power—"  I  knew  it— the  King  will  not  receive 
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US. 

At  the  same  time,  they  heard  Richard  speak  to 
some  one  within,—"  Go,  speed  thine  office  quickly, 
sirrah,^  for  in  that  consists  thv  mercy— ten  bezants  ii 
thou  dear  St  on  him  at  one  blow.— And,  hark  thee, 
villain,  observe  if  his  cheek  loses  colour,  or  his  eye 
falters— mark  me  the  smallest  twitch  of  the  features, 
or  wink  of  the  evelid— I  love  to  know  how  brave 
souls  meet  death. 

"If  he  sees  my  blade  waved  aloft  without  shrink- 
ing, he  is  the  first  ever  did  so,"  answered  a  harsh 
deep  voice,  which  a  sense  of  unusual  awe  had  soft- 
ened into  a  sound  much  lower  than  its  usual  coarse 
tones. 

Edith  could  remsin  silent  no  longer.  *  If  your 
Grace."  she  said  to  the  Quoen,  "  make  not  your  own 
way,  I  make  it  for  you;  or  if  not  for  your  Majesty, 
for  myself,  at  least— Chamberlain^  the  Queen  de- 
mands to  see  King  Richard— the  wife  to  speak  with 
her  husband." 

"  Noble  lady,"  said  the  officer,  lowering  his  wand 
of  ofRce,  "  it  grieves  me  to  gainsay  you ;  but  his  Ma- 
jesty is  busied  on  matters  oilife  ana  death." 

"And  we  seek  also  to  speak  with  him  on  matters 
of  life  and  death."  said  Edith.—"  I  will  make  entrance 
for  your  Grace.'  —And  putting  aside  the  chamberlain 
with  one  hand,  she  laid  hold  on  the  curtain  with  the 
other.  „      .. 

"I  dare  not  gainsay  her  Majesty's  pleasure,  said 
the  chamberlain,  yielding  to  the  vehemence  of  the 
fair  petitioner :  and,  as  he  gave  way,  the  Queen  found 
herself  obligea  to  enter  the  apartment  of  Richard. 

The  monarch  was  lying  on  his  couch,  and  at  some 
distance,  as  awaiting  nis  farther  commands,  stood  a 
man  whose  profession  it  was  not  difficult  to  cotyec- 
ture.  He  was  clothed  in  a  jerkin  of  red  cloth,  which 
reached  scantly  below  the  shoulders,  leaving  the  arms 
bare  from  about  halfway  above  the  elbow,  and,  as  an 
upper  garment,  he  wore,  when  about  as  at  present  to 
betake  nimself  to  his  dreadfU  office,  a  coat  or  tabard 
without  sleeves,  something  like  that  of  a  herald, 
made  of  dressed  bull's  hide,  and  stained  in  the  front 
with  many  a  broad  spot  and  speckle  of  dull  crimson. 
The  jerkin,  and  the  tabard  over  it,  reached  the  knee, 
and  the  nether  stocks,  or  covering  of  the  l«?s,  were 
of  the  same  leather  which  composed  the  tabard.  A 
cap  of  rough  shag  served  to  hide  the  upper  part  of 
a  visage,  which,  like  that  of  a  screech-owl,  seemed 
desirous  to  conceal  itself  from  light— the  lower  part 
of  the  face  beins  obscured  by  a  hoge  red  beard, 
mingling  with  shaggy  locks  of  the  sarae  colour. 
What  features  were  seen  were  stem  and  misanthro- 
pical. The  man's  figure  was  short,  strongly  made^ 
with  a  neck  like  a  ouU,  very  broad  shoulders,  arms 
of  great  and  disproportioned  length,  a  huge  souare 
trunk,  and  thick  bandy  legs.  This  truculent  official 
leant  on  a  sword,  the  blade  of  which  was  neariy  four 
feet  and  a  half  in  length,  while  the  handle  of  twenty 
inches,  surrounded  by  a  ring  of  lead  plummets  to 
counterpoise  the  weiglit  of  such  a  blade,  rose  con- 
siderably above  the  man's  head,  as  he  rested  his  arm 
upon  its  hilt,  waiting  for  King  Richard's  farther 

directions.  .    .   ,.     «.  .    _.      u 

On  the  sudden  entrance  of  the  ladies,  Richard,  wbo 
was  then  lying  on  his  couch,  with  his  face  towards 
the  entrance,  and  resting  on  his  elbow  as  he  spoke  to 
his  grisly  attendant,  flung  himself  hastily,  as  if  cli»- 
pleased  and  surprised,  to  the  other  side,  turning  his 
Sack  to  the  Queen  and  the  females  of  her  tram,  and 
drawing  around  him  the  covering  of  his  couch, 
which,  by  his  own  choice  or  more  probably  me  flat- 
tering selection  of  his  chamberlains,  consisted  of 
two  large  lions'  skins,  dressed  in  Y®°i**  ^*^  W*" 
admirable  skill  that  they  seemed  softer  than  the  hide 
of  the  deer. 

Berengario,  such  as  we  have  described  her,  &new 
well— what  woman  knows  not?— her  own  road  to 
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victory.  After  a  burned  glance  of  undis^iised  and 
unaffected  terror  at  the  ghastly  companion  of  her ! 
husband's  secret  counciJH,  she  rushed  at  once  to  the 
side  of  Richard's  couch,  dropped  on  her  knees,  flung 
her  mantle  from  her  shoulder,  showing,  as  they  hung 
down  at  their  full  length,  her  beau tiful^  golden  treases, 
and  while  her  countenance  seemed  like  the  sun 
bursting  through  a  cloud  yet  bearing  on  its  pallid 
front  traces  that  its  ^lendours  have  been  obscured, 
she  seized  upon  the  nght  hand  of  the  King,  which, 
as  he  assumed  his  wonted  posture,  had  been  em- 
ployed in  dragging  the  covering  of  his  couch,  and 
gradually  pulhng  it  to  her  with  a  force  which  was 
resisted,  though  but  faintly,  she  possessed  herself  of 
that  arm,  the  prop  of  Chnsiendom,  and  the  dread  of 
Heathenesse,  and  imprisoning  its  strength  in  both 
her  little  fairy  hands,  she  bent  upon  it  her  brow, 
and  united  to  it  her  lips. 

"  What  needs  this,  Berengaria  T^  said  Richard,  his 
head  still  averted,  but  his  hand  remaining  under  her 
control. 

"  Send  away  that  man— his  look  kills  me !"  mut- 
tered Berengaria. 

^  Begone,  sirrah,"  said  Richard,  still  without  look- 
ing: round— "  What  wait' St  thou  lor  7  art  thou  fit  to 
look  on  these  ladies  7" 

"Your  Highness's  pleasure  touching  the  head," 
•aid  the  man. 

"Out  with  thee,  dog!"  answered  Richard— "a 
Christian  buriaL" 

The  man  disappeared,  after  casting  a  look  upon  the 
beautiful  Queen,  in  her  deranged  dress  and  namral 
loveliness,  with  a  smile  of  admiration  more  hideous 
in  its  expression  than  even  his  usual  scowl  of  cynical 
hatred  against  humanity. 

"  And  now,  foolish  wench,  what  wishest  thou  T* 
said  Richard,  turning  slowly  and  half  rclucUndy 
round  to  his  royal  suppliant 

But  it  was  not  in  nature  for  any  one,^  far  less  an 
admirer  of  beauty  like  Richard,  to  whom  it  stood  only 
in  the  second  rank  to  glory,  to  look  without  emotion 
on  the  countenance  and  the  tremour  of  a  creature  so 
beautiful  as  Berengaria,  or  to  feel,  without  sympathy, 
that  her  lips,  her  brow,  were  on  his  hand,  and  that  it 
was  wetted  by  her  tears.  By  d<^ees,  he  turned  on 
her  his  manly  countenance,  with  the  softest  expres- 
sion of  which  his  large  blue  eye,  which  so  often 
gleamed  with  insufferable  light,  was  capable.  Caress- 
ing her  fair  head,  and  mingling  his  large  fingers  in  her 
beautiful  and  dishevelled  locks,  he  raised  and  tenderly 
kissed  the  cherub  countenance  which  seemed  desirous 
to  hide  itself  in  his  hand.  The  robust  form,  the  broad, 
noble  brow,  and  majestic  looks,  the  naked  arm  ana 
shoulder,  the  lions'  skins  among  which  he  lay,  and 
the  fair  fragile  feminine  creature  that  kneeled  oy  his 
side,  might  have  served  for  a  model  of  Hercules  re- 
conciling himself,  after  a  quoncl,  to  bis  wife  Deja- 
nira. 

"  And,  once  more,  what  seeks  the  lady  of  my  heart 
in  her  knight's  pavilion,  at  this  early  and  unwonted 
hour  7" 

"Pardon,  my  most  gracious  liege,  pardon f  said 
the  Queen,  whose  fears  began  agam  to  unfit  her  for 
the  duty  of  intercessor. 

"Pardon!  for  what?"  asked  the  King. 

"First,  for  entering  your  royal  presence  too  boldly 
and  unadvisedly" 

She  stopped. 

"  Thou  too  boldly !— the  sun  might  as  well  ask  par- 
don, because  his  rays  entered  the  windows  of  some 
wieu^h's  dungeon.  But  I  was  busied  with  work  unfit 
fin*  thee  to  witness,  my  gentle  one^  and  I  was  unwil- 
ling besides,  that  thou  shouldst  risk  thy  precious 
health  where  sickness  has  been  so  lately  rife.** 

"But  thou  art  now  well 7"  said  the  Queen,  still 
delaying  the  communication  which  she  feared  to 
make. 

"Well  enough  to  break  a  lance  on  the  bold  crest  of 
that  champion  who  shall  refuse  to  acknowledge  thee 
the  fairest  dame  in  Christendom." 

*  Thou  wilt  not  then  refuse  me  one  boon— only  one 
— oniv  a  poor  life  7" 

**Ha!— proceed."  said  King  Richaid,  bending  his 
brows. 


"This  unhappy  Scottish  knight"— murmured  the 
Queen. 

"  Speak  not  of  him,  madam,'*  exclaimed  Richard, 
sternly ;  "  he  dies— his  doom  is  fixed." 

"  IV ay,  my  royal  hege  and  love,  'tis  but  a  silken  ban- 
ner negler  ted— Berengaria  will  give  thee  another  broi- 
dered  with  her  own  hand,  and  rich  as  ever  dallied  with 
the  wind.  Every  pearl  I  have  shall  go  to  bedeck  it, 
and  with  every  pearl  I  will  drop  a  tear  of  thankful- 
ness to  my  generous  knight !" 

"Thou  know'st  not  what  thou  say'st,'*  said  the 
King,  interrupting  her  in  anger—"  Pearls!  can  all  the 

E earls  of  the  East  atone  for  a  speck  upon  England'e 
onour— all  the  tears  that  ever  woman's  eye  wept 
wash  away  a  stain  on  Richard's  fame  7— -Go  U>, 
madam,  know  your  place,  and  your  time,  and  your 
sphere.  At  present  we  have  duties  in  which  you  can- 
not be  our  partner." 

"  Thou.hear'sf,  Edith,"  whispered  the  Queen,  "we 
shall  but  incense  him." 

"  Be  it  so,"  said  Ediih,  stepping  forward.—"  My  lord 
—I,  your  poor  kinswoman,  crave  you  for  justice  rather 
than  mercy ;  and  to  the  cry  of  justice  the  ears  of  a 
monarch  should  be  open  at  every  time,  place,  and  cir- 
cumstance." 

"  Ha !  our  cousin  Edith  T'  said  Richard,  rising  and 
sitting  upright  on  the  side  of  his  couch,  covered  with 
his  long  camiada— "  She  speaks  ever, king-like,  and 
king-like  will  I  answer  her,  so  she  bring  no  request 
unworthy  herself  or  me." 

The  beauty  of  Edith  was  of  a  more  intellectnal  and 
less  voluptuous  cast  than  that  of  the  Queen;  but  im- 
patience and  anxiety  had  given  her  countenance  a 
glow  which  it  sometimes  wanted,  and  her  mien  had 
a  character  of  eneiigetic  dignity  that  imposed  silence 
for  a  moment  even  on  Richard  himself^  who,  to 

i'udge  by  his  looks,  would  willingly  have  interrupted 
ler. 

"My  lord,"  she  said,  "this  good  knight,  whose 
blood  you  are  about  to  spill,  hath  done,  m  his  timc^ 
service  to  Christendom.  He  hath  fallen  from  his 
duty,  through  a  snare  set  for  him  in  ,m€a:e  folly  and 
idleness  of  spirit.  A  message  sent  to  him  in  the  name 
of  one  who— whv  should  I  not  speak  it  7— it  was  in 
my  own— induced  him  for  an  instant  to  leave  hia  post 
—And  what  knight  in  the  Christian  camp  might  not 
have  thus  far  transgressed  at  oomniand  of  a  maiden, 
who,  poor  howsoever  in  other  qualities,  hath  yet  the 
blood  of  Plantai^enet  in  her  veins  7" 

"  And  you  saw  him,  then,  cousin  7"  replied  the  King; 
biting  his  lips  to  keep  down  his  passion. 

"I  did,  my  liege,'' said  Edith.  ."It  is  no  time  to 
explain  wherefore— I  am  here  neither  to  exculpate 
myself  nor  to  blame  others." 

And  where  did  you  do  him  such  a  graoeT* 

"In  the  tent  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen." 

"  Of  our  royal  consort !"  said  Richard.  "  Now  bf 
Heaven,  by  Saint  George  of  England,  and  every  other 
saint  that  treads  its  crystal  floor,  this  is  too  auda- 
cious !  I  have  noticed  and  overlooked  this  Warner's 
insolent  admiration  of  one  so  far  above  him.  and  I 
grudged  him  not  that  one  of  my  blood  should  shed 
m>m  tier  high-bom  sphere  such  mfluence  as  the  sun 
bestows  on  the  world  beneath— But,  heaven  and 
earth!  that  you  should  have  admitted  him  to  an 
audience  by  ni^t,  in  the  very  tent  of  our  royal  con- 
sort*! and  dare  to  offer  this  as  an  excuse  for  his  diso- 
bedience and  desertion !  By  my  father's  soul,  Edith, 
thou  shalt  rue  this  thy  Ufelong  in  a  monastery !" 

"  My  liege,*'  said  £dith,  "your  greatneee  iiceneee 
tyranoy.  My  honour.  Lord  King,  is  as  fittle  touched 
as  yours,  and  my  Lady  the  Queen  can  prove  it  if  she 
think  fit.— But  I  have  already  said,  I  am  not  here  to 
excuse  myself  or  inculpate  others.— I  ask  you  but  to 
extend  to  one,  whose  fault  was  committed  under 
strong  temptation,  that  mercy,  which  even  you  yoiir- 
ae\t,  Lord  King,  must  one  day  supplicate  at  a  higher 
tribunal,  and  lor  faultSLpcrhaps,  less  vei^ial." 

"Can  this  be  Edith  Plantagenet 7"  said  the  "''~- 


bitterly.— "Edith  Plantagenet,  the  wise  and  the  no- 
ble 7-^jr  is  it  some  lovesick  woman,  who  cares  not 
for  her  own  fame  in  comparison  of  the  life  of  her  pa- 
ramour 7  Now,  by  King  Henry's  soul !  httle  hinders 
but  J  order  thy  minion's  skull  to  be  brought  from  the 
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gibbet,  and  fixed  u  a  perpetual  ornament  by  the  cru- 
rux  in  thy  cell  !*' 

*^And  it  thou  doet  send  it  from  the  gibbet  to  be 
placed  for  ever  in  mv  sight."  said  Edith,  '*  I  will  aay 
It  ta  a  relic  of  a  pood  knight,  cruelly  and  unworthily 
done  to  death  bv''— (she  checked  herself)— "  by  one, 
of  whom  I  shall  only  say,  he  should  have  known 
better  how  to  reward  chivalry.  Minion  call'st  thou 
him  7"  fihe  continued,  with  increasing  vehemence,— 
"He  was  indeed  my  lover,  and  a  most  true  one— but 
aever  sought  he  grace  from  me  by  look  or  word— 
oODtented  with  such  humble  observance  as  men  pay 
to  the  saints — And  the  good— the  valiant— the  faith- 
fiiL  must  die  lor  this !" 

O,  peace,  peace,  for  pity's  sake,"  whispered  the 
Queen,  **  you  ao  but  offend  him  more !" 

**!  care  not,"  said  Edith :  "  the  spotless  virgin  fears 
not  the  ra^Dg  lion !  Let  nim  work  his  will  on  this 
worthy  kiugnt.  Edith,  for  whom  he  dies,  will  know 
bow  to  weep  his  memory— to  mc  no  one  shall  speak 
more  of  politic  alliances,  to  be  sanctioned  with  this 
poor  hand.  I  could  not— I  would  not— have  been  his 
Inide  liTiog-7-our  degrees  were  too  distant.  But  death 
unites  the  nigh  and  the  low— I  am  henceforward  the 
qiouse  of  the  grave." 

The  King  was  about  to  answer  with  much  anger, 
wben  a  Carmelite  monk  entered  the  apartment  hast- 
ily, his  head  and  person  muffled  in  the  long  mantle 
and  hood  of  striped  cloth  of  the  coarsest  texmre, 
which  distinguished  his  order,  and,  flinging  himself 
on  his  knees  before  the  King,  conjured  him,  by  every 
holy  word  and  siif^n,  to  stop  the  execution. 

''rfow,  by  both  sword  and  sceptre!"  said  Richard, 
*  the  world  are  leagued  to  drive  me  mad !— fools,  wo- 
men, and  monks,  cross  nie  at  every  step.  How  comes 
be  to  live  stilll" 

*' My  gracious  liege,"  said  the  monk,  "I  entreated 
of  theXurd  of  Gilsland  to  stay  the  execution  until  I 
had  thrown  myself  at  your  royal" 

**  And  he  was  wilful  enoush  to  grant  thy  request  ?" 
said  the  King;  "  but  it  is  of  a  piece  with  his  wonted 
obstinacy— And  what  is  it  thou  hast  to  say  1  Speak, 
ia  tbe  fiend's  name !" 

*My  lord,  there  is  a  weighty  secret- but  it  rests 
ooder  tbe  seal  of  confession— I  dare  not  tell  or  even 
whisper  it— but  I  swear  to  thee  by  my  holy  order— by 
tbe  habit  which  I  wear,  by  tbe  blessed  Elias,  our 
founder,  even  him  who  was  translated  without  suffer- 
ing the  ordinary  pangs  of  mortality— that  this  youth 
hath  divulged  to  me  a  secret,  which,  if  I  might  con- 
fide it  to  tbee,  would  utterly  turn  thee  from  thy  bloody 
purpose  in  regard  to  him." 

*'Good  father,"  said  Richard,  "that  I  reverence  the 
church,  let  the  arms  which  I  now  wear  for  her  sake 
bear  witness.  Give  me  to  know  this  secret,  and  I 
will  do  what  shall  seem  fitting  in  the  matter.  But  I 
am  no  blind  Bayard,  to  take  a  leap  in  the  dark  under 
the  stroke  of  a  pair  of  priestly  spurs." 

**My  lord,"  said  the  holy  man,  throwing  back  his 
cowl  nid  upper  vesture,  and  discovering  under  the 
latter  a  garment  of  goat-skin,  and  from  beneath  the 
fiirmer  a  visage  so  wildly  wasted  by  climate,  fast,  and 
penance,  as  to  resemble  rather  the  apparition  of  an 
animated  skeleton  than  a  human  face,  "for  twenty 
years  have  I  macerated  this  miserable  body  in  the 
eaveros  of  Engaddi,  doing  penance  for  a  great  crime. 
Think  you  I.  who  am  dead  to  the  worM,  would  con- 
trive a  falsehood  to  endanger  my  own  soul,  or  that 
one,  bound  by  the  most  sacred  oaths  to  the  contrarv 
—one  such  as  I,  who  have  but  one  longing  wish 
connected  with  earth,  to  wit,  the  rebuilding  of  our 
Christian  2«ion— would  betray  the  secrets  of  the  con- 
iieasiooal7  Both  are  alike  abhorrent  to  my  very 
iOuL" 

**  So,"  answered  the  King,  "  thou  art  that  hermit 
of  whom  men  speak  so  much?  Thou  art,  I  confess, 
Ske  enough  to  those  spirits  which  walk  in  dry  places, 
bat  Rk;hard  fears  no  hobgoblins— and  thou  art  he, 
too,  as  I  bethink  me,  to  wnom  the  Christian  princes 
lent  this  Ytry  criminal  to  open  a  communication 
with  the  Sofdan,  even  while  I,  who  ought  to  have 
bni  first  consulted,  lay  on  my  sick-bed  ?  Thou  and 
tbey  may  content  themselves— I  will  not  put  my  neck 
into  tbe  loop  of  a  Carmelite's  girdle— And,  for  your 
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envoy,  he  shall  die,  the  rather  md  the  sooner  fhat 
thou  doet  entreat  for  him." 

"Now  God  be  gracious  to  thee.  Lord  King!"  said 
the  hermit,  with  much  emotion ;  "  thou  art  setting 
that  mischief  on  foot  which  thou  wilt  hereafter  wish 
thou  hadst  stopt,  though  it  had  cost  thee  a  limb. 
Rash,  bhnded  man,  yet  forbear!" 

"Away^  away,"  cried  the  King,  stamping ;  "the 
sun  has  nsen  on  the  dishonour  of  England,  and  it  is 
not  yet  avenged.— Ladies  and  priest,  withdraw,  if  ya 
would  not  hear  orders  which  would  displease  you; 
for.  by  St.  (Seorse,  I  swear**— 
— "  Swear  not  !  said  the  voice  of  one  who  had  just 
then  entered  the  pavilion. 

"  Ha !  my  learned  Hakim,"  said  the  King ;  "  corner 
I  bone,  to  tax  our  generosity." 

**  1  come  to  request  instant  speech  with  vou— instant 
—and  touching  matters  of  deep  interest." 

"  First  look  on  my  wife,  Hakim,  and  let  her  know 
in  you  the  preserver  of  her  hueband." 

It  is  not  for  me,"  said  the  physician,  "folding  his 
arms  with  an  air  of  Oriental  modesty  and  reverence, 
and  bending  his  eyes  on  the  ground,—"  It  is  not  for 
me  to  look  upon  beauty  unveiled,  and  armed  in  its 
splendours." 

"Retire,  then,  Berengaria,"  said  the  Monarch | 
"and^  Edith,  do  you  retire  also;— nay,  renew  not 
your  importunities!  This  I  give  to  them,  that  the 
execution  shall  not  be  till  high  noon.— Go  and  be 
pacified- dearest  Berengaria,  begone— Edith,"  he 
added,  with  a  glance  which  struck  terror  even  into 
the  courageous  soul  of  his  kinswoman,  "go,  if  you 
are  wise. 

The  females  withdrew,  or  rather  hurried  from  the 
tent,, rank  and  ceremony  forgotten,  much  like  a  flock 
of  wild-fowl  huddled  together,  against  whom  the  fal- 
con has  made  a  recent  stoop. 

They  remmed  from  thence  to  the  Queen's  pavilran, 
to  indulge  in  regrets  and  recriminations,  equally  un- 
availing. Edith  was  the  onlv  one  who  seemed  to  dis- 
dain these  ordinary  channefs  of  sorrow.  Without  a 
sigh,  without  a  tear,  without  a  word  of  upbraiding, 
she  attended  upon  the  Quecn,^  whose  weak  tempera- 
ment showed  her  sorrow  in  violent  hysterical  ecsta- 
sies, and  passionate  hypochondriacal  effusions,  in  the 
course  of  which  Edith  sedulously,  and  even  affection- 
ately, attended  her. 

"It  is  impossible  she  can  have  loved  this  knight," 
said  Florise  to  Calista.  her  senior  in  attendance  upon 
the  Queen's  persoii.  We  have  been  mistaken ;  she 
is  but  sorry  for  his  fate,  as  for  a  stranger  who  has 
come  to  trouble  on  her  account." 

"  Hush,  hush,"  answered  her  more  experienced  and 
more  observant  comrade ;  "  she  is  of  that  proud  house 
of  Plantagenet.  who  never  ovim  that  a  hurt  grieves 
them,  while  they  have  themselves  been  bleeding  to 
death,  under  a  mortal  wound,  they  have  been  known 
to  bind  up  the  scratches  sustained  oy  their  more  faint- 
hearted comrades.'FloriBe,  we  have  done  frightfully 
wrong;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  would  buy  witn 
every  jewel  I  have,  that  our  fatal  jest  had  remained 
unacted." 


CHAPTER  XVTTL 

Thli  work  detirM  a  plaratary  intelligaqre 
Of  Jupitftr  and  Sol ;  and  tbo&e  gmt  spiritt 
Are  proud,  fantantieal.    It  atk*  rreat  chariM 
To  entiea  them  ftom  the  fuidinr  of  their  cpheree, 
To  wait  on  inortalt.-ALBni&4ZAB. 

Thx  hermit  followed  the  ladies  from  the  pavilion  0! 
Richard,  as  shadow  follows  a  beam  of  sunshine  when 
the  clouds  are  driving  over  the  foce  of  the  sun.  But 
he  turned  on  the  threshold,  and  held  up  his  hand  to- 
wards the  King  in  a  warning,  or  almost  a  menacing 
posture,  aa  he  said,— "Wo  to  him  who  rejects  the 
counsel  of  the  Church,  and  betaketh  himself  to  the 
foul  divan  of  the  infidel !  King  Richard,  I  do  not  yet  y 
shake  the  dust  from  my  feet  and  depart  from  thy  en- 
campment—the sword  falls  not— but  it  hangs  but  by 
a  hair.— Haughty  monarch,  we  shall  meet  a^in." 

"Be  it  so.  haughlv  priest,"  returned  Richani, 
'*  prouder  in  iny  goat-skins  than  princes  m  purple  ^nd 
fine  linen." 
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The  henait vaniabed  firom  the tcoLand  the  King 
ooDtinuad,  addresdns  the  Arabian,—"  0o  the  derviies 
of  the  Elast,  wiae  Hakiin,  nae  such  familiarity  with 
theirprinoes  1" 

"Thedervi8&"  replied  Adonbec.  "should  be  either 
a  lage  or  a  maoman :  there  is  no  middle  courae  for 
him  who  wears  the  knirkhah,*  who  watches  by  night, 
and  £ut8  by  dav.  Hence,  hath  be  either  wisdom 
enough  to  bear  himself  discreetly  in  the  presence  of 
princes,  or  else,  having  no  reason  bestowed  on  him, 
ne  is  not  responsible  for  his  own  actions." 

*'  Methinlu  our  monks  have  adopted  chiefly  the  lat- 
ter character^*  said  Richard—"  But  to  the  matter.— 
In  what  can  I  pleasure  you,  my  learned  phyaician '?" 

"  Great  King,"  said  El  Hakim,  making  his  profound 
Oriental  obeiaanoe,  "  let  thy  servant  speak  one  word, 
and  yet  live.  I  would  remind  thee  that  thou  owest— 
not  to  me,  their  humble  instrument— but  to  the  In- 
telligences, whose  benefits  I  dispense  to  mortals,  a 
life" 

"  And  I  warrant  me  thou  wouldst  have  another  in 
reouital,  ha?"  interrupted  the  King. 

''  Such  is  my  humble  prayer,"  said  the  Hakim,  "  to 
the  great  Melech  Ric— even  the  life  of  this  good  knight, 
who  is  dooraod  to  diei  and  but  for  auch  fault  as  was 
committed  by  the  Sultan  Adam,  surnamed  Aboulbe- 
schar,  or  the  father  of  all  men.'' 

"  And  thy  wisdom  might  remind  thee,  Hakim,  that 
Adam  died  for  it,"  said  the  King;  somewhat  sternly, 
and  then  b^;an  to  pace  the  narrow  qiace  of  his  tent, 
with  some  emotion,  and  to  talk  to  himself.  "  Why, 
Qod-a-mercy— I  knew  what  he  desired  as  soon  as  ever 
he  entered  toe  pavilion !— Here  is  one  poor  life  justly 
condemed  to  extinction,  and  I,  a  king  and  a  soldier, 
who  have  slain  thousands  by  my  command,  and  scores 
with  my  own  hand,  am  to  have  no  power  over  it,  al- 
though the  honour  of  my  arms,  of  my  house,  of  my 
very  Queen,  hath  been  atuinted  by  the  culprit— By 
Samt  Greorge,  it  makes  me  laugh  1— By  Saint  Louis, 
it  reminds  me  of  Blondel's  tale  o7  an  enchanted  castle, 
where  the  destined  knight  was  withstood  successively 
in  his  purpose  of  entrance  by  forms  and  figures  the 
most  dissimilar,  but  all  hostile  to  his  undertaking ! 
No  sooner  one  sunkthan  another  appeared  I— Wife^ 
Kinswoman— Hermit— Hakim— each  appears  in  the 
lists  as  soon  as  the  other  is  defeated !— Why.  this  is  a 
aingle  knight  fighting  against  the  whole  fniUc  of  the 
tournament— ha  1  ha!  Ea!"— And  Richaid  laughed 
aloud ;  for  he  had,  in  fact,  begun  to  change  his  mood, 
his  resentment  being  usually  too  violent  to  be  of  long 
endurance. 

The  physician  mean  while  looked  on  him  with  a 
countenince  of  surpriae,  not  unmingled  virith  con- 
tempt ;  for  the  Eastern  people  make  no  allowance  for 
those  mercurial  changes  in  the  temper,  and  consider 
open  laughter,  upon  almost  any  account,  as  deroga- 
tory to  the  dimity  of  man,  and  becoming  only  to  wo- 
men and  children.  At  length,  the  sage  addressed  the 
King,  when  he  saw  him  more  composed. 

"A  doom  of  death  should  not  issue  from  laughing 
lips.— Let  thy  servant  hope  that  than  hast  granted 
him  this  man*s  life." 

"Take  the  fieedom  of  a  thousand  captives  instead," 
said  Richard ;  "  restore  ao  many  of  tny  countrymen 
to  their  tents  and  families^  and  I  will  eive  the  warrant 
instantly.  This  man's  life  can  avul  thee  nothing, 
and  It  IS  forfeited." 

.  "All  our  lives  are  forfeited,"  said  the  Hakim,  put- 
ting his  hand  to  his  cap.  "  But  the  great  Creditor  is 
merciful,  and  exacta  not  the  pledge  rigorously  nor 
UDttmely." 

" Thou  canst  show  me,"  said  Richard,  "no  special 
mternt  thou  hast  to  become  intercessor  betwixt  me 
and  the  execution  of  justice,  to  which  I  an  sworn  as 
a  crowned  king." 

"Thou  art  sworn  to  the  dealing  forth  mercy  as 
well  as  justice/'  said  El  Hakim;  "but  what  thou 


■cekest.  great  King,  is  the  execution  of  thuie  own 
wilL  And,  for  the  concern  I  have  in  this  request, 
know  that  many  a  man's  life  depends  upon  tby  grant- 
ing this  boon." 
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"Explain  thy  words,"  said  Ricfaaid;  "but  ihiak 
not  to  impose  upon  me  by  false  pretexts." 

"Be  it  far  from  thy  servant!"  said  Adonbec. 
"  Know,  then,  that  the  medicine  to  which  thou,  Sir 
King,  and  many  one  beside,  owe  their  recovery:  is  a 
talisman,  composed,  under  certain  aspects  of  the 
heavena,  when  the  divine  Intelligences  are  most  pro- 
pitious. I  am  but  the  poor  administrator  of  its  vir- 
tues. I  dip  it  in  a  cup  of  water,  observe  the  fitting 
hour  to  administer  it  to  the  patient,  and  the  potency 
of  the  draught  works  the  cure." 

"A  most  rare  medicine,"  said  the  Kin^  "and  a 
commodbus !  and,  as  it  may  be  carried  in  toe  leech'a 
purse,  would  save  the  whole  caravan  of  camels  which 
they  require  to  convey  drugs  and  physic-stufiP— I  ma* 
vel  there  is  any  other  in  use." 

"It  is  written,"  answered  the  Hakim,  with  im- 
perturbable gravity,  "  *  abuse  not  the  steed  which  hath 
borne  thee  from  the  battle.'  Know,  that  such  talis- 
mans might  indeed  be  framed,  but  rare  has  been  the 
number  of  adepts  who  have  dared  to  undertake  the 
application  of  their  virtue.  Severe  restrictions,  pain- 
fulobservances,  fast&  and  penance,  are  necessary  oo 
the  part  of  the  sage  who  uses  this  mode  of  cure ;  and, 
if,  through  neglect  of  these  preparations,  by  his  lore 
of  ease,  or  his  indulgence  of  sensual  appetite,  he 
omits  to  cure  at  least  twelve  persons  within  the 
course  of  each  moon,  the  virtue  of  the  divine  fpA 
departs  from  the  amulet,  and  both  the  last  patient 
and  the  physician  will  be  exposed  to  speedy  misfor- 
tune, neither  will  they  survive  the  year.  I  require  yet 
one  life  to  make  up  the  appointed  number." 

"Gro  out  into  the  cama  good  Hakim,  where  thou 
wilt  find  a-many,"  said  the  King,  "and  do  not  aeek 
to  rob  my  headsman  of  his  patients ;  it  is  unbecoming 
a  mediciner  of  thine  eminence  to  interfere  with  the 

(»ractice  of  another.— Besides,  I  cannot  see  how  de- 
ivering  a  criminal  from  the  death  he  deserves,  shoukl 
go  to  make  up  thy  tale  of  miraculous  cures." 

"When  thou  canst  show  why  a  drop  of  cold  water 
should  have  cured  thee,  when  the  most  precious  drugs 
failed,"  said  the  Hakim,  "thou  naayst  reason  on  the 
other  mysteries  attendant  on  this  matter.  For  my- 
self, I  am  inefficient  to  the  great  work,  having  this 
morning  touched  an  unclean  animal.  Ask,  therefort:, 
no  farther  questions ;  it  is  enough  that,  by  sparing 
this  man's  life  at  my  request,  you  will  deliver  youraell, 
great  King,  and  thy  servant,  liom  a  great  danger." 

"  Hark  thee.  Adonbec,"  replied  the  King,  "I  have 
no  objection  that  leeches  should  wrap  then:  words  in 
mist,  and  pretend  to  derive  knowledge  from  the  stars ; 
but  when  you  bid  Richard  Plantagenet  fear  that  a 
danger  will  fall  upon  him  from  some  idle  omen,  or 
omitted  ceremonial,  you  speak  to  no  ignorant  Saxon, 
or  doting  old  woman,  who  foregoes  her  purpose  be- 
cause a  hare  crosses  the  path,  a  raven  croaks,  or  a 
cat  sneezes." 

"  I  cannot  hinder  your  doubt  of  iny  words,"  aaifl 
Adonbec ;  "  but  yet,  let  my  Lord  the&infi^  grant  that 
truth  is  on  the  tongue  of  his  servant,— will  he  think 
it  just  to  deprive  the  world,  and  every  wretch  who 
may  suffer  by  the  pains  which  so  lately  reduced  him 
to  that  coucn,  of  the  benefit  of  this  most  virtuous 
talisman,  rather  than  extend  his  forgiveness  to  one 
poor  criminal?  Bethink  you.  Lord  King,  that  thoof^ 
thou  canst  slay  thousands,  thou  canst  not  restore  one 
man  to  health.  Kings  have  the  power  of  Satan  to 
torment,  sages  that  of  Allah  to  heal— beware  how 
thou  hinderest  the  good  to  humanity,  whidi  thoa 
canst  not  thyself  render.  Thou  canst  cut  ofl^  the 
head,  but  not  cure  the  achinfl^  tooth." 

"This  is  over  insolent,"  said  the  Kxag^  hardening 
himself,  as  the  Hakim  assumed  a  more  lofty,  ud 
almost  a  commanding  tone.  "We  took  thee  for  our 
leech,  not  for  our  counsellor,  or  consciencc-keater." 

,  "And  is  it  thus  the  most  renowned  Prince  of  Fran- 

S'stan  repays  benefit  done  to  his  royal  person  T"  said 
1  Hakim,  exchanging  the  humble  and  stooping 
posture,  in  which  he  had  hitherto  solicited  the  King, 
for  an  attitude  lofty  and  commanding.  "Know, 
then,"  he  said,  "  that  through  every  court  of  Europe 
and  Asia— to  Moslem  and  Nazarene— to  knight  and 
lady— wherever  harp  is  heard  and  sword  worn — 
wherever  honour  is  loved  and  infamy  deteeted— to 
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every  qaarter  of  the  world  will  I  denounce  thee, 
Melech  Ri<\  as  thankless  and  ungenerous ;  and  even 
the  lands — if  there  be  any  such— that  never  heard 
of  thy  renown,  shall  yet  be  acquainted  with  thy 
thamel" 

"Are  these  terms  to  me,  vile  infidel !"  said  Richard. 

ttidins  op  to  him  in  fury.—"  Art  weary  of  thy  life?" 

'^Smkef"  said  El  Hakim ;  "  thine  own  deed  shall 

then  paint  thee  more  worthless  than  could  my  words, 

(hough  each  had  a  hornet's  stins." 

Riciiard  turned  6.erce\y  from  him,  jfblded  his  arms, 
traversed  the  tent  as  before,  and  then  exclaimed. 
'^Thankless  and  ungenerous  1— as  well  be  termed 
coward  and  infidel !— Hakim,  thou  hast  chosen  thy 
Soon ;  and  though  I  had  rather  thou  hadst  asked  my 
crown-iewels,  yet  I  may  not,  kinglike,  refuse  thee. 
Tike  this  Scot,  therefore,  to  thy  keeping— the  pro- 
vost will  deliver  him  to  thee  on  this  warrant." 

He  hastily  traced  one  or  two  lines,  and  gave  them 
10  the  physician.  "Use  him  as  thy  bond-slave,  to  be 
disposed  of  as  thou  wilt— only,  let  him  beware  how 
becomes  before  the  eyes  of  Richard.  Hark  thee— 
thou  art  wise — he  hatn  been  over  bold  among  those 
in  whose  fair  looks  and  weak  judgments  we  trust  our 
honoor,  as  you  of  the  East  lodge  your  treasures  in 
caakets  of  silver  wire,  as  fine  and  as  frail  as  the  web 
of  ajeo^Mmer." 

'*  Tny  servant  understands  the  words  of  the  King," 
said  the  sage,  at  once  resuming  the  reverent  style  of 
address  in  which  he  had  commenced.  "  When,  the 
rich  carpet  is  soiled,  the  fool  pointeth  to  the  stain — 
the  wise  man  covers  it  with  his  mantle.  I  have  heard 
my  lord's  pleasure,  and  to  hear  is  to  obey." 

^'It  is  well,"  said  the  Kmg;  "let  him  consult 
his  own  safety,  and  never  appear  in  my  presence 
man. — ^Is  there  aught  else  in  which  I  may  do^  thee 
pleasmie  T' 

"The  bounty  of  the  King  hath  filled  my  ctip  to  the 
brim,"  said  the  sage :  "  yea,  it  hath  been  abundant 
cs  the  fountain  wnich  sprung  up  amid  the  camp  of 
the  descendants  of  Israel,  when  the  rock  was  stricken 
by  the  rod  of  Moussa  Ben  Amran." 

"  Ay,  but,"  said  the  King,  smiling,  "  it  required,  as 
in  the  desert,  a  hard  blow  on  the  rock,  ere  it  yielded 
its  treasures.  I  would  that  I  knew  something  to 
pleasure  thee,  which  I  might  yield  as  freely  as  the 
natural  fountain  sends  forth  its  waters." 

**  L«et  me  touch  that  victorious  hand,"  said  the  sage, 
**  in  token,  that  if  Adonbec  el  Hakim  should  here- 
after dlemand  a  boon  of  Richard  of  England,  he  may 
do  BO.  yet  plead  his  command." 

"Tnou  hast  hand  and  glove  upon  it,  man,"  replied 
Richard ;  "  only,  if  thou  couldsi  consistently  make  up 
thy  tale  of  patients  without  craving  me  to  deliver 
&om  punishment  those  who  have  deserved  it,  I 
would  more  willingly  discharge  my  debt  in  some 
other  form." 

"May  thy  days  be  mtutiplied !" — answered  the 
Hakim,  and  withdrew  from  the  apartment  aAer  the 
asnal  deep  obeisance. 

ffing  Richard  gazed  after  him  as  he  departed,  like 
one  but  half-satisfied  with  what  had  passed. 

"  Strange  pertinacity,"  he  said,  "^in  this  Hakim, 
and  a  wonderful  chance  to  interfere  between  that 
aadacions  Scot  and  the  chastisement  he  has  merited 
so  lichly.  Yet,  let  him  live !  there  is  one  brave  man 
the  more  in  the  world.— And  now  for  the  Austmn.— 
Ho,  is  the  Baron  of  Gilsland  there  without  T[ 

Sir  Thomas  de  Vaux  thus  summoned,  bis  bulky 
Ibnn  speedily  darkened  the  opening  of  the  pavilion, 
while  behind  him  glided  as  a  spectre,  unannounced, 
yet  unopposed,  the  savage  form  of  the  hermit  of  En- 
^ddi,  wrapped  in  his  goat-skin  mantle. 

Rknard,  without  noticing  his  presence,  called  in  a 
load  tone  to  the  Baron,  Sir  Thomas  de  Vaux,  of 
Lanercost  and  Gilsland,  take  trampet  and  herald. 
and  go  instantly  to  the  tent  of  him  whom  they  call 
Archdoke  of  Austria,  and  see  that  it  be  when  the 
of  bis  knights  and  vassals  is  greatest  around 
-as  is  likely  at  this  hour,  for  the  German  boar 
bfeakfastB  ere  he  hears  mass,— enter  his  presence 
with  as  little  reverence  as  thou  mayst,  and  impeach 
him  on  the  part  of  Richard  of  England,  that  he  hath 
thts*Di^t,  by  his  own  hand,  or  that  of  others,  stolen 


from  its  staff  the  Banner  of  England.  Wherefore, 
say  to  him  our  pleasure,  that,  within  an  hour  from 
the  time  of  my  speaking,  he  restore  the  said  banner 
with  all  reverence— he  himself  and  his  principal 
barons  waiting  the  whilst  with  heads  uncovered,  and 
without  their  robes  of  honour.— And  that,  moreover, 
he  pitch  beside  it,  on  the  one  hand,  his  own  Banner 
of  Austria  reversed,  as  that  which  hath  been  dis- 
honoured by  theft  and  felony— and  on  the  other,  a 
lance,  bearing  the  bloody,  head  of  him  who  was  nis 
nearest  counsellor,  or  assistant,  in  this  base  injury— 
And  say,  that  such  our  behests  being  punctually  ais- 
charged,  we  will,  for  the  sake  of  our  vow.  and  the 
weal  of  the  Holy  Land,  forgive  his  other  forreits." 

"  And  how  if  the  Duke  of  Austria  deny  all  acces- 
sion to  this  act  of  wrong  and  of  felony  7"  said  Tho- 
mas de  Vaux. 

"  Tell  him."  replied  the  King,  "  we  will  prove  it 
upon  his  body— ay,  were  he  backed  with  his  two 
bravest  champions.  Knightlike  will  we  prove  it,  on 
foot  or  on  horse,  in  the  desert  or  in  the  field,  time, 
plaea  and  arms,  all  at  his  own  choice." 

'*  Bethink  you  of  the  peace  of  God  and  the  Church, 
my  liege  lord,"  said  the  Baron  of  Gilsland,  '*  among 
those  princes  engaged  in  this  holy  Crusade." 

"  Bethink  vou  how  to  execute  my  commands,  my 
liege  vassal,'^  answered  Richard,  impatiently.  "  Me- 
thinks  men  expect  to  turn  our  purpose  by  their  breath, 
as  boys  blow  feathers  to  and  fro— reace  of  the  Church! 
—who,  I  prithee,  minds  it?  The  peace  of  the  church, 
among  Crusaders,  implies  war  with  the  Saracens, 
with  whom  the  prmces  have  made  truce,  and  the  one 
ends  with  the  other.  And.  besides,  see  you  not  how 
every  prince  of  them  is  seeking  his  own  several  ends  1 
—I  will  seek  mine  also— ana  that  is  honour.  For 
honour  I  came  hither,  and  if  I  may  not  win  it  upon 
the  Saracens,  at  least  I  will  not  loose  a  jot  from  any 
respect  to  this  paltry  Duke^  though  he  were  bulwarked 
ana  buttressed  by  every  pnnce  in  the  Crusade." 

De  Vaux  turned  to  obey  the  King's  mandate,  shrug- 

fing  his  shoulders  at  the  same  time,  the  bluntness  of 
is  nature  being  unable  to  conceal  that  its  tenor  went 
against  his  judgment.  But  the  hermit  of  Engaddi 
stepped  forward,  and  assumed  the  air  of  one  charged 
with  higher  commands  than  those  of  a  mere  earthly 
potentate.  Indeed}  his  dress  of  shaggy  skins,  his  un- 
combed and  untnmmed  hair  andbeard,  his  lean, 
wild,  and  contorted  features,  and  the  almost  insane 
fire  whieh  gleamed  from  under  his  bushy  eyebrows, 
made  him  approach  nearly  to  our  idea  of  some  seer 
of  Scripture,  who,  charged  with  high  mission  to  the 
sinful  Kings  of  Judah  or  Israel,  descended  from  the 
rocks  ana  caverns  in  which  he  dwelt  in  abstracted 
solitude,  to  abash  earthly  tyrants  in  the  midst  of  their 
pride,  by  discharaing  on  them  the  blightmg  denuncia- 
tions of^Dirine  Majesty^  even  as  the  cloud  discharges 
the  lightnings  with  which  it  is  fraught,  on  the  pinna- 
cles and  towers  of  castles  and  palaces.  In  the  midst 
of  his  most  wayward  mood.  Richard  respected  the 
church  and  its  ministers^  and  though  offended  at  the 
intrusion  of  the  hermit  into  his  tent,  he  greeted  him 
with  respect:  at  the  same  time,  however,  making 
a  sign  to  Sir  Thomas  de  Vaux  to  hasten  on  his  mes- 
sage. 

But  the  hermit  prohibited  the  Baron,  by  gesture, 
look,  and  word,  to  stir  a  yard  on  such  an  errand ; 
and,  holding  up  his  bare  arm,  from  which  the  goat- 
skin mantle  fell  back  in  the  violence  of  his  action,  he 
waved  it  aloft,  meager  with  famine,  and  wealed  with 
the  blows  of  the  discipline. 

**  In  the  name  of  God.  and  of  the  most  holy  Fatben 
the  vicegerent  of  the  Christian  Church  upon  earth,  I 
prohibit  this  most  profane,  blood-thirsty,  and  brutal 
defiance,  betwixt  two  Chrisdan  princes,  whose 
shouldera  are  signed  with  the  blessed  mark  under 
which  they  swore  brotherhood.  Wo  to  him  by  whom. 
it  is  broken  1— Richard  of  England,  recall  the  most 
unhallowed  message  thou  hast  mven  to  that  baron^ 
Danger  and  Death  are  ma^  thee !— the  dagger  is 
glancing  at  thy  very  throat  r 

"Danger  vnd  Death  are  playmates  to  Richard," 
answered  the  monarch,  proudly ;  "  and  he  hath  braved 
too  many  swords  to  fear  a  dagger." 

"Danger  and  Death  are  near."  replied  the  se^nr] 
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th7  person  and  thy  sanctity' 

"  Keverence  not  me !"  interrupted  the  hermit :  "  re- 
Terence  sooner  the  vilest  insect  that  crawls  hy  the 
snores  of  the  Dead  Sea,  and  feeds  upon  its  accursed 
tfime.  But  reverence  Him  whose  commands  I  speak 
—Reverence  Him  whose  sepulchre  you  have  vowed 
to  rescue— Revere  the  oath  of  concord  which  you 
have  sworn,  and  hreak  not  the  silver  cord  of  union 
and  fidelity  with  which  you  have  bound  yourself  to 
your  princely  confederates." 

"Good  Father,"  said  the  Kinjc  "you  of  the  church 
■eem  to  me  to  presume  somewhat,  if  a  layman  may 
say  80  much,  upon  the  dignity  of  your  holy  character. 
Without  challencrinst  your  ngyit  to  take  charge  of  our 
conscience,  methinks  you  might  leave  us  the  charge 
of  our  own  honour." 

" Presume r*  repeated  the  hermit— "is  it  for  me  to 
presume,  royal  Richard,  who  am  but  the  bell  obeying 
the  hand  of  the  sexton— but  the  senseless  and  worth- 
less trumpet,  carrying  the  command  of  him  who 
sounds  it?— See,  on  mv  knees  I  throw  mynelf  before 
thee,  imploring  thee  to  liave  mercy  on  Christendom, 
on  England,  and  on  thyself!" 

"Rifve,  rise,"  said  Richard,  compelling  him  to  stand 
up ;  "  it  beseems  not  that  knees,  which  are  so  fre- 
guently  bended  to  the  Deity,  should  press  the  ground 
in  honour  of  man.  What  danger  awaits  us,  reverend 
father?  and  when  stood  the  power  of  England  so  low, 
that  the  noi^y  bluster  of  this  new-made  Duke's  dis- 
pleasure should  alarm  her,  or  her  monarch  ?" 

"I  have  looked  forth  from  my  mountain  turret  upon 
the  starry  hosr  of  heaven,  as  each  in  his  midnight  cir- 
cuit uttered  wisdom  to  another,  and  knowledge  to  the 
few  who  can  understand  their  voice.  There  sits  an 
enemy  in  thv  House  of  Life,  Lord  King,  malign  at 
once  to  thy  fame,  and  thy  prosperity— an  emanntion 
of  Saturn,  menacing  thee  with  instant  and  bloody 
peril,  and  whbh,  but  thou  yield  thy  proud  will  to  the 
rule  of  thy  duty,  will  presently  crush  thee,  even  in  thy 
pride." 

"Awav,  away— this  is  heathen  science,"  said  the 
Kin?.  "  Christians  practise  it  not— wiss  men  believe 
it  not.— Old  man.  thou  doiest." 

"I  dote  not,  Richard,"  answered  the  hermit— "I 
am  not  so  happy.  I  know  my  condition,  and  that 
some  p')rtlon  of  reason  is  yet  permitted  xn%  not  for 
my  own  use,  but  that  of  the  Church,  and  the  advance- 
ment of  thn  Cross.  I  am  the  blind  man  %vho  holds  a 
torch  to  others,  though  it  yields  no  light  to  himself. 
Ask  me  touching  what  concerns  the  weal  of  Christen- 
dom, an*!  of  this  Crusade,  and  I  will  speak  with  thee 
ss  the  wisest  counsellor  on  whose  tonsrue  persuatdon 
ever  sat.  Stieak  to  me  of  my  own  wretched  being,  and 
my  words  shall  be  those  of  the  maniac  outcast  which 
I  am." 

"I  would  not  break  the  bands  of  unity  asunder 
among  the  Princes  of  the  Crusade,"  said  Richard, 
with  a  mitigated  tone  and  manner ;  "  bat  what  atone- 
ment ran  they  render  me  for  the  injustice  and  insult 
which  I  have  sustained  7" 

"  Even  of  that  I  am  prepared  and  commissioned  to 
speak  by  the  Council  which,  meeting  hastily  at  the 
summons  of  Philip  of  France,  have  taken  measures 
for  thnt  effect." 

"StramVB,"  replied  Richard,  "that  others  should 
treat  of  what  is  due  to  the  wounded  Majesty  of  Eng- 
land !" 

"Hiey  ara  willing  to  anticipate  your  demands,  if  it 
^  poss'iol^"  answered  the  hermit.  "  In  a  body,  they 
consent  that  the  Banner  of  England  be  replaced  on 
Saint  George's  Blount,  and  they  lay  under  ban  and 
condemnatnn  the  audacious  cnminal,  or  criminala, 
by,  i^hom  it  was  outraged,  and  Mall  announce  a 
princely  reward  to  any  who  snail  denounce  the  delin- 
qnent's  guilt,  and  give  his  flesh  to  the  wolves  and 
ravens." 

"And  Austria,"  ssid  Richard— "upon  whom  rest 
spch  strong  presumpti^na  that  be  was  the  author  of 
the  deed?" 
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"To  prevent  discord  in  the  host"  replied  the  her- 
it,  *'  Austria  will  clear  hifflself  of  the  suspidoo,  by 


Bubmittiog  to  whatsoever  oideal  the  Patriarch  U  Je- 
rusalem shall  impose."  ,     ^ 

"Will  he  clear  himself  by  the  trial  by  combat  r 
said  King  Richard. 

"His  oath  prohibits  it,"  said  the  hermit;  "and, 
moreover,  the  Council  of  the  Princes" 

"Will  neither  authorize  battle  ai^inst  the  Sara- 
cens," interrupted  Richard,  "  nor  against  any  one  else. 
But  it  is  enough,  father— thou  hast  shown  me  thefoUr 
of  proceeding  as  I  designed  in  this  matter.  You  shall 
sooner  light  your  torch  in  a  puddle  of  rauL  than 
bring  a  spark  out  of  a  cold-blooded  coward.  There  is 
no  honour  to  be  gained  on  Austria,  and  so  let  hist 
pass.— I  will  have  him  perjure  himself,  however;  I 
will  insist  on  the  ordeal.- How  I  shall  laugh  to  hear 
his  clumsy  fingers  hiss,  as  he  grasps  the  red-hot  globe 
of  iron !— Ay,  or  his  huge  mouth  riven,  and  his  KuUet 
swelling  to  suffocation,  as  he  endeavours  to  swallow 
the  consecrated  bread ! ' 

" Peace,  Richard,"  said  the  hermit— "Oh,  peace,  lor 
shame  if  not  for  charity !  Who  shall  praise  or  honour 
princes,  who  insult  iind  calumniate  each  other? 
Alas !  that  a  creature  so  noble  as  thou  art— so  accoor 
plished  in  princely  thoughts  and  princely  daring— so 
fitted  to  honour  Christendom  by  thy  actions,  and,  in 
thy  calmer  mood,  to  rule  her  by  thy  wisdom,  should 
yet  have  the  brute  and  wild  fury  of  the  lion,  mingm 
with  the  dignity  and  courage  of  that  king  of  the 
forest !" 

He  remained  an  instant  musing  with  his  eyes  fixed 
on  the  ground,  and  then  proceeded— "  But  Beaveo. 
that  knows  our  imperfect  nature,  acccots  of  our  im- 
perfect  obedience  and  hath  delayed,  though  not 
averted,  the  bloody  end  of  thy  daring  life.  The  de- 
stroying angel  hath  stood  still,  as  of  old  by  the 
threshing-floor  of  Araunah  the  Jebuaite,  and  the 
blade  is  drawn  in  his  hand,  by  which,  at  no  distant 
date,  Richard,  the  lion-hearted,  shall  be  as  low  as  the 
meanest  peasant." 

"  Must  it  then  be  so  soon  ?"— said  Richard.  **Tet, 
even  so  be  it.  May  my  course  be  bright,  if  it  be  but 
brief!" 

"Alas !  noble  King,"  said  the  solitary,  and  it  seem- 
ed as  if  a  tear  (unwonted  guest)  were  gathering  in  his 
dryandglazened  eye— "short  and  melancholy,  marked 
with  mortification,  and  calamity,  and  captivity,  is  the 
span  that  divides  thee  from  the  grave  which  yawns 
for  thee— a  grave  in  which  thou  shalt  be  laid  without 
lineage  to  succeed  thee— without  the  tears  of  a 


pie,  exhausted  by  thy  ceaseless  wars,  to  lament  thee 
— wiffiout  having  extended  the  knowledge  of  thysob- 
iects— without  having  done  aught  to  enlarge  their 
naopiness." 

"But  not  without  renown,  monk— not  without  the 
tears  of  the  lady  of  my  love  I  These  qonsolationa, 
which  thou  canst  neither  know  nor  estimste^  await 
upon  Richard  to  bis  grave." 

"  /To  I  not  know— can  I  not  eslimate  the  value  of 
minstrers  praise,  and  of  lady's  love!  retorted  the 
hermit,  in  a  tone,  which  for  a  moment  seemed  to 
emulate  the  enthusiasm  of  Richard  himself!  "  King 
of  Eneland,"  he  continued,  extending  his  emaciated 
arm,  "the  blood  which  boils  in  thy  blue  veins  is  not 
more  noble  than  that  which  stagnates  in  mine.  Few 
and  cold  as  the  drops  ara  they  still  are  of  the  blood 
of  the  royal  Lusignan— oi^ihe  heroic  and  sainted  God- 
frey. I  am— that  is,  I  was  when  in  the  worid«-Alb»- 
lick  Mortemar" 

"  Whose  deeds,"  said  Richard,  "  have  so  often  filled 
Fame's ,  trumpet  1  Is  it  so— can  it  be  eo  t—CoM 
such  a  light  as  thine  fall  from  the  horizon  of  chivalry, 
and  yet  men  be  uncertain  where  its  embers  had 
alighted?" 

^Seek  a  fallen  star,"  said  the  hermit,  "  and  thoa 
shalt  only  light  on  some  Ibul  jelly,  which,  in  shoot- 
ing through  the  horizon,  has  assumed  for  a  montoit 
an  appearance  of  splendour.  Richard,  if  I  tbotigbt 
that  rending  the  bloody  veil  from  my  horrible  fate 
could  make  thy  proud  heart  stoop  to  the  discipline 
of  the  church,  I  could  find  in  my  hesrt  to  tell  thee 
a  tale,,  which  I  have  hitherto  kcbt  gnawing  at  my 
vitals  in  concealment,  like  the  self-devoted  youth  of 
Heathenesse.— Listen,  then,  Richard,  and  may  the 
grief  and  despair,  which  cannot  avail  this  wncched 
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__ . the  renown,  which  the  univeml  all-hail  of 

Cbhatendom  was  ready  to  confer  upon  him,  aa  the 
Champion  of  the  Croaa. 

But^  by  the  Arehbiahop'a  report,  it  appeared  that 
Saladm  was  aaaembling  all  the  force  ot  hia  hundred 
tribea,  and  that  the  monarchs  of  Europe,  already 
d&a^uated  from  various  motiyea  with  the  expedition, 
which  had  proved  so  hazardous,  and  was  daily  grow- 
ing more  so,  had  resolved  to  abandon  their  puxpoae. 
In  this  they  were  countenanced  by  the  example  of 
Philip  of  France,  who,  with  many  protestations  of 
regard,  and  assurances  that  he  would  first  see  his 
brother  of  England  in  safety,  declared  his  intention 
to  -return  to  Europe.  His  great  vassal,  the  Earl  of 
Champagne,  bad  adopted  the  same  resolution ;  and 
it  could  not  excite  aurprise,  that  Leopold  of  Austria, 
affionted  as  he  had  been  by  Richard,  was  giad  to  em- 
bnce  an  opportunity  of  deserting  a  cause,  in  which 
his  haughty  opponent  was  to  be  considered  as  chieL 
Othere  announced  the  same  purpose;  so  that  it  was 
plain  that  the  King  of  England  was  to  be  left,  if  he 
chose  to  remain,  supportea  only  by  such  volunteere 
as  might,  under  aucn  depreasing  cuxmmstancea,  join 
themselves  to  the  Elnglish  army;  and  by  thedoubtfid 
aid  of  Conrade  of  Montserret,  and  the  inilitary  oiden 
of  the  Temple,  and  of  Saint  John,  who.  though  they 
were  sworn  to  wa^  battle  againat  the  Saraoeos, 
were  at  least  equally  jealous  of  sny  European  monarch 
achieving  theoonouest  of  Palestine,  whoe,  with  short- 

*ited  and  aelfisn  policy^  they  proposed  toestabliah 
mdependent  dominions  of  their  own. 

It  needed  not  many  arguments  to  show  Richard 
the  truth  of  his  situation ;  and,  indeed,  after  his  fint 
bunt  of  passion,  he  sat  him  cahnlv  down,  and  with 
gloomy  looks,  head  depressed,  and  arma  folded  on 
his  boeoro,  listened  to  the  Archbishop's  reasoning  on 
the  impossibility  of  his  carrying  on  the  Crusade  when 
deserted  by  his  companions.  Nay,  he  forbore  inter- 
ruption, even  when  the  prelate  ventured,  in  measured 
terms,  to  hint  that  Richard's  own  impetuosity  had 
been  one  mats  cause  of  disgusting  the  princes  with 
the  expedition. 

^  Cim/to>r"— answered  Richard,  with  a  dejected 
look,  and  something  o(  a  melancholy  smile ;  "  I  con- 
fesi^  reverend  father,  that  I  oo|dit  on  some  accoonta 
to  sing  culpa  mea.  But  is  it  not  hard  that  my  frailties 
of  temper  should  be  visited  with  such  a  penanoew  that, 
for  a  buret  or  two  of  natural  passion,  I  should  be  doom- 
ed to  see  fede  before  me  ungathered  such  a  rich  har- 
vest of  glorv  to  God,  and  honour  to  chivalry  1— But  it 
shall  noi  fade.— By  the  aoul  of  the  Conqueror,  I  will 
plant  the  Croaa  on  the  towere  of  Jerusalem,  or  it 
shall  be  planted  over  Riehaitl's  orave  1" 

"Thou  mayest  do i^"  aaid  vo  Prelate,  "yet  not 
another  drop  of  Christian  blood  be  ahed  in  the 
qoarreL" 

"Ah,  yon  speak  of  oompromiae,  Lord  Prelate— but 
the  blood  of  the  infidel  hounds  must  also  oease  to 
flowj"  said  Richard. 

"  There  will  be  glory  enough,"  replied  the  Areh- 
Inahop,  "  in  having  extorted  from  Saladin,  by  force 
of  arms,  and  by  the  xeapect  inspired  bv  your  fame^ 
Boeh  conditions,  as  at  once  restore  the  Holy  Se- 
pulchre^ open  the  Holy  Land  to  pilgrima,  secure 
their  safety  by  strong  fortresses,  and,  stronger  than 
all,  assure  the  safety  of  the  Holy  City,  by  confisrrinK 
on  Richard  the  title  of  King  Guardian  of  Jerusalem. 

"  How  t"  said  Richard,  his  eyes  spsrkling  with 
unusual  light—"  I— I— I  the  King  Guardian  of  the 
Holy  City  1  Victory  itself;  but  that  it  it  victory,  could 
not  ^ain  more— scarce  so  much,  when  won  with  un- 
wilhng  and  disunited  forces.— But  Saladin  still  pro- 
poses to  retain  his  interest  in  the  Holv  Land  7" 

"  As  a  joint  sovereign,  the  sworn  ally,"  nplied  the 
Prelate,  ^'of  the  mighty  Richard— his  relative— if  it 
may  be  permitted— bjr  marriage." 

By  marriage  I"  aaid  Richard,  suniised,  yet  less  so 
than  the  Prelate  had  expected.  "Hal— Ay— Edith 
Plantagenet.  Did  I  dream  this?— or  did  some  one 
till  me  I  My  head  is  still  weak  from  this  fever,  and 
has  been  agitated.— Waa  it  the  Soot,  or  the  Hakim, 
or  yonder  holy  hermit,  that  hinted  such  a  wild  bar- 
gain T' 

"The  hermit  of  Bngaddi,  most  likely,"  said  the 


Archbishop;  "for  he  hath  toiled  much  in  this  mat- 
ter; and  smcc  the  discontent  of  the  prinoes  has  be- 
come apparent,  and  a  separation  of  thdr  §onem  una- 
voidable^ he  hath  had  many  conaultationa,  both  with 
Christian  and  Pagan,  for  arranging  such  a  apedfiea- 
tion,  as  may  ^ve  to  Christendom,  at  least  in  part,  the 
objects  of  this  holy  warfare" 

^My  kinswoman  to  an  infidd— HaP'  exelaimed 
Richard,  as  his  eyes  began  to  sparkle. 

The  Prelate  hastenea  to  avert  bis  wrath. 

"The  Popes  consent  must  doubtless  be  firat  at- 
tained, and  the  holv  hermit  who  is  well  known  at 
Rome,  will  treat  with  the  holy  Father." 

"Howl- without  our  consent  firet  given  1"  said 
the  Kins. 

"Surely  no,"  said  the  Bishop,  in  a  quieting  and 
insinuating  tone  d  voice ;  "  only  with  and  under  yoor 
especial  sanction." 

My  aanction  to  marrv  my  kinawoman  to  an  infi- 
del ?"  said  Richard ;  yet  be  spoke  rather  in  s  tone  of 
doubt  than  as  distinctly  reprobating  the  measure  pro- 
posed. "  Could  I  have  dreamed  of  such  a  composi- 
tion when  I  leaped  upon  the  Syrian  ahore  fron  the 
prow  of  my  galley,  even  as  a  lion  springs  on  his  prey ! 
—And  now—But  proceed— I  will  hear  with  patience." 

Eoually,  delighted  and  surprised  to  find  his  task  so 
much  easier  than  he  had  apprehended,  the  Archbishop 
hsstened  to  pour  forth  before  Richard  the  instances 
of  such  alliances  in  Spain— not  without  countenance 
fix>m  the  Holy  See— the  incalculable  advantages 
which  all  Christendom  would  derive  from  the  onion 
of  Richard  and  Saladin,  by  a  bond  ao  sacred :  and, 
above  alL  he  spoke  with  great  vehemenee  ana  unc- 
tion on  the  probability  that  Saladin  would,  in  case  of 
the  proposed  alliance,  exchange  his  false  fiiith  for  the 
true  one. 

"  Hath  the  Soldan  shown  any  disposition  to  become 
Christisn?"  said  Richard :  "  if  aoi  the  king  lives  not 
on  earth  to  whom  I  would  grant  the  hand  of  a  kins- 
woman, ay.  or  sister,  sooner  than  to  my  noble  Saladm 
—ay,  though  the  one  came  to  lay  crown  and  aceptie 
at  her  feet,  and  the  other  had  nothing  to  offer  but  his 
good  sword  and  better  heart !" 

"  Saladin  hath  heard  our  Christian  teachera."  sakl 
the  Biahop,  aomewhat  evasively,—"  my  unworthy  sdf 
—and  othere— and.  as  he  listens  with  patience,  and 
replies  with  calmoesS)  it  can  hardly  be  but  that  he  be 
snatched  as  a  brand  from  the  burning.  Magna  eat 
veritaa.  et  prevaUbit  I  Moreover,  the  hermit  of  Bn- 
gaddi, few  of  whoee  words  have  fallen  fhiitleas  to  the 
ground,  is  possessed  fully  with  the  belief  that  there  is 
a  calling  of  the  Saracens  and  the  other  heathen  ap- 
proaching, to  which  this  marriage  shall  be  matter  of 
induction.  He  readeth  the  course  of  the  stan:  and 
dwelling  with  maceration  of  the  fleah,  in  those  divine 
plsces  which  the  saints  have  trodden  of  old.  the  ■niit 
of  Elijah  the  iHshbile,  the  founder  of  his  bisssea  or- 
der, hath  been  with  him  as  it  waa  with  the  prophet 
Elisha,  the  sonof  Shaphat,  when  he  spread  his  man- 
tle over  him." 

King  Richard  listened  to  the  Prelate's  reasoning; 
with  a  downcast  brow  and  a  troubled  look. 

"I  cannot  tell,"  he  said,  "how  it  is  with  me:  but 
methinks  theee  cold  counsels  of  the  Prinoes  of  Chris- 
tendom have  infected  me  too  with  a  lethargy  of  spiriL 
The  time  hath  been,  that,  had  a  layman  propoaeJ 
such  aUiance  to  me,, I  had  etruck  him  to  earth — if  a 
churchman,  I  had  spit  at  him  as  a  renegade  and  priest 
of  Baal— yet  now  this  counsel  sounds  not  so  strenffs 
in  mine  ear:  for  why  should  I  not  seek  for  brother- 
hood and  alliance  with  a  Saracen,  brave  just,  gene- 
roos,— who  loves  and  honoun  a  worthy  toe|  as  if  he 
were  a  friend.— whilst  the  Princes  of^Chnsiendom 
shrink  from  the  side  of  their  allies,  and  foraake  the 
cause  of  Heaven  and  good  knighthood  1— But  I  vrill 
possess  my  patience,  and  will  not  think  of  them.  Only 
one  attempt  will  I  make  to  keep  this  gallant  brother- 
hood together,  if  it  be  poaaible ;  ana  if  I  feil^  Lofd 
Archbishop,  we  vrill  speak  together  of  thv  eoonael, 
which,  as  now,  I  neither  accept  nor  altogeUier  reject. 
Wend  we  to  the  CouaciL  my  lord— the  boor  calls  us. 
Thou  sav'st  Richard  is  hasty  and  proud— thon  shall 
see  him  humble  himself  like  the  lowly  broom-plant, 
from  which  he  derives  his  surname." 
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Wtih  the  BMisUooe  of  thoM  of  his  piivv  chamber, 
tiw  King  then  hastily  robed  himself  in  a  doublet  and 
Biaotle  of  a  daric  and  uniform  colour;  and  without 
iDj  mark  of  re^al  dignity,  excepting  a  ring, of  gold 
men  Ilia  head,  tie  hastenad  with  the  Archbishop  of 
iTie,  to  attend  the  Council,  which  waited  but  his 
presoce  to  commence  its  sitting. 

The  pavilion  of  the  Council  was  an  ample  tent, 
having  before  it  the  large  Banner  of  the  Cross  dis- 
pls]feg,and  another,  on  which  was  portrayed  a  female 
kneeling,  with  diehevelled  hsir  and  disordered  dress, 
meant  to  represent  the  desdate  and  distressed  Church 
of  Jerusalan,  and  bearing  the  motto.  AJUcUb  gpon- 
m  ne  obUvUcaris.  Warders,  carefully  selected,  Kq>t 
every  one  at  a  distance  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
tfan  tent,  lest  the  debates,  which  were  sometimes  of 
a  load  and  stormy  character,  should  reach  other  ears 
than  those  they  were  designed  for. 

Here,  therefoie,  the  Pnnces  of  the  Crusade  were 
■Hembled,  awaiting  Richard's  arrival ;  and  even  the 
brief  delay  which  was  thus  interposed,  was  turned  to 
his  disadvantage  by  his  enemies ;  various  instances 
bong  circulated  of  his  pride,  and  undue  assump- 
tion of  superiority,  of  which  even  the  necessity  of 
the  incsent  abort  pause  was  quoted  as  an  instanca 
Men  strove  to  fortify  each  other  in  their  evil  opinion 
of  the  King  of  England,  and  vindicated  the  oSkace 
which  each  had  taken,  oy  putting  the  most  severe 
oonamiction  upon  circumstances  the  most  trifling; 
and  all  this,  perhaps,  because  they  were  conscious 
of  an  instinctive  reverence  for  the  heroic  monarch, 
which  it  would  require  more  than  ordinary  efforts  to 
overcome. 

lliey  had  settled,  accordingly,  that  they  should  re- 
eave  him  on  his  entrance  with  slight  notice,  and  no 
more  respect  than  was  exactly  necessary  to  keep 
within  the  bounds  of  cold  ceremonial.  But  when 
they  beheld  that  noble  form,  that  princely  oounte- 
BaBce,  somewhat  pale  from  his  late  illness— the  eye 
which  had  been  called  by  nninstrels  the  bright  star  of 
battle  and  victory — ^when  his  feats,  almost  surpassing 
homan  strength  and  valour,  rushed  on  their  reooUec- 
tioo,  the  Council  of  Princes  simultaneously  arose— 
even  the  jealous  King  of  France,  and  the  sullen  and 
oftnded  Duke  of  Austria,  arose  with  one  consent, 
and  the  assembled  princes  burst  fqrth  with  one  voice 
in  the  acclamation,  "  God  save  King  Richard  of 
Eoflland  I— Long  life  to  the  valiant  Lion's-heart !" 

mth  a  countenance  frank  and  open  as  the  summer 
Ban  when  it  rises,  Richard  distributed  his  thanks 
amood,  and  congratulated  himself  on  being  once 
note  among  his  royal  brethren  of  the  Crusades. 

**  Some  brief  words  he  desired  to  say,"  such  was 
his  addresa  to  the  assembly,  "though  on  a  subject  so 
OBworthy  as  himself,  even  at  the  risk  of  delaymg:  for 
a  few  minutes  their  consultations  for  the  weal  of 
Qiristendoni,  and  the  advancement  of  their  holy 


The  assembled  princes  resumed  their  seats,  and 
there  was  a  profound  silence. 

"This  day.*'  continued  the  King  of  England,  "is  a 
^A  festival  of  the  Church ;  and  well  becomes  it 
Chnatian  men,  at  such  a  tide,  to  reconcile  themselves 
with  their  brethren,  and  confess  their  faults  to  each 
other.  Noble  princes,  and  fathers  of  this  holy  expe- 
dztioiL  Richara  is  a  soldier-his  hand  is  ever  readier 
^an  nis  tongue—and  his  tongue  is  but  too  much  used 
to  the  roogb  language  of  his  trade.  But  do  not,  for 
Plantttteoet'B  hasty  speeches  and  ill-considered  ac- 
tiona;  ibrsake  the  oMe  cause  of  the  redemption  of 
Palestine— do  not  throw  away  earthly  renown  and 
eternal  salvation,  to  be  won  here  if  ever  they  can  be 
won  by  man,  because  the  act  of  a  soldier  may  have 
been  hasty,  and  his  speech  as  hard  as  the  iron  which 
he  has  worn  from  childhood.  Is  Richard  in  default 
to  any  of  you,  Richard  will  make  compensation  both 
Iv  word  and  action.— Noble  brother  of  France,  have 
I  been  so  unludiy  as  to  offend  you  1" 

"  The  Mmesty  of  France  has  no  atonement  to.seek 
from  that  <H  England,"  answered  Philip,  with  kingly 
dxnity.  accepting,  at  the  same  time,  the  ofiered  hand 
oTRicnani;  "and  whatever  opinion  I  may  adopt 
concerning  the  prosecution  of  this  enterpnse,  wiU 
depend  on  reasons  arising  out  of  the  state  of  my  own 


kingdom,  certainly  on  no  jealousy  or  disgust  at  my 
roval  and  most  valorous  brother.''^ 

Austria,"  said  Richard,  walking  up  to  the  Aroh- 
duke,  with  a  mixture  of  frankness  and  dignity,  while 
Leopold  arose  from  his  seat,  as  if  involuntanly,  and 
with  the  action  of  an  automaton,  whose  motions  de- 
pended upon  some  external  impuIuL— "  Austria  thinks 
he  hath  reason  to  be  oflended  with  England  ;  Eng- 
land, that  he  hath  cause  to  complain  of  Austria.  Let 
them  exchange  forgiveness,  that  the  peace  of  Europe, 
and  the  concord  of  this  host,  may  remain  unbroken. 
We  are  now  joint  supporters  of  a  more  glorious  ban- 
ner than  ever  blazed  before  an  earthly  prince,  even 
the  Banner  of  Salvation— let  not,  therefore,  strife  be 
betwixt  us,  for  the  symbol  of  our  more  worldly  dig- 
nities; but  let  Leoppld  restore  the  pennon  of  Eng- 
land, if  he  has  it  in  his  powers  and  BLichard  will  say, 
though  Gmm  no  motive  save  his  love  for  Holy  Churoh, 
that  ne  repents  him  of  the  hasty  mood  in  which  he 
did  insult  tne  standard  of  Austria." 

The  Archduke  stood  still,  sullen  and  discontented, 
with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  floor,  and  his  countenance 
lowering  with  smothered  displeasure,  which  awe, 
mingled  with  awkwardness,  prevented  his  giving 
vent  to  in  words. 

The  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem  hastened  to  break  the 
embarrassing  silence,  and  to  bear  witness  for  the 
Archduke  ofAustria,  that  he  had  exculpated  himself 
by  a  solemn  oath,  from  all  knowledge,  direct  or 
indirect,  of  the  aggression  done  to  the  Banner  of 
Endand. 

"Then  we  have  done  the  noble  Archduke  the 
greater  wrong,"  said  Richard ;  "  and  craving  his  par- 
don for  imputing  to  him  an  outrage  so  cowardly,  we 
extend  our  hand  to  him  in  token  of  renewed  peace 
and  amitv.— But  how  is  this  7  Austria  refuses  our  un- 
covered hand,  as  he  formerly  refused  our  mailed 
glove  7  What  I  are  we  neither  to  be  his  mate  in  peace, 
nor  his  antagonist  in  war?  Well,  let  it  be  so.  We 
will  take  the  slight  esteem  in  which  he  holds  us,  as  a 
penance  for  augnt  which  we  may  have  done  arainst 
him  in  heat  of  blood,  and  will  therefore  hold  the 
account  between  us  cleared." 

So  saying,  he  turned  from  the  Archduke  with  an 
air  rather  of  dignity  than  scorn,  leaving  the  Austrian 
apparently  os  much  relieved  by  the  removal  of  his 
eye,  as  is  a  sullen  and  truant  school-boy  when  the 
glance  of  his  severe  pedagogue  is  withdrawn. 

"  Noble  Earl  of  Champagne— Princely  Marqms  of 
Montserrat— Valiant  Grand  Master  of  the  Templan 
—I  am  here  a  penitent  in  the  confiBSSional- Do  any 
of  you  bring  a  charge,  or  claim  amends  fh>m  me?" 

*^I  know  not  on  what  we  could  ground  any,"  said 
the  smooth-tongued  Conrade,  "unless  it  were  that 
the  King  of  England  carries  off  from  his  poor  bro- 
there  otthe  war  all  the  fame  which  they  might  have 
h<»ed  to  gain  in  the  expedition." 

"My  charge,  if  I  am  called  on  to  make  one,"  said 
the  Master  of  the  Templars,  "is  graver  and  deeper 
than  that  of  the  Marquis  of  Montserrat  It  may  be 
thought  ill  to  beseem  a  military  monk  such  as  I  to 
raisenis  voice  where  so  many  noble  princes  remain 
silent;  but  it  concerns  our  whole  host,  and  not  least 
this  noble  King  of  England,  that  he  should  hear  from 
some  one  to  his  face  those  chaigea  which  there  are 
enow  to  bring  against  him  in  his  absence.  We  laud 
and  honour  the  courage  and  high  achievements  of 
the  King  of  England,  but  we  feel  aggrieved  that  he 
should,  on  all  occasions,  seize  and  maintain  a  prece- 
dence and  superiority  over  us,  which  it  becomes  not 
independent  princes  to  submit  to.  Much  we  might 
yield  of  our  free  will  to  his  bnvery,  his  xctli  his 
wealth,  and  his  power;  but  he  who  snatches  all,  as 
matter  of  right,  and  leaves  nothing  to  grant  out  of 
courtesy  and  favour,  degrades  us  from  allies  mto  re- 
tainers and  vassals,  and  sullies  in  the  eyes  of  our  sol- 
diers and  subjects,  the  lustre  of  our  aumonty,  which 
is  no  longer  independently  exercised.  Smce  the  royal 
Richard  has  a^ed  the  truth  from  us,  he  must  neither 
be  suiprised  nor  angry  when  he  heara  one,  to  whom 
wortdly  pomp  is  prohibited,  and  secular  authority  is 
nothing,  savmg  so  far  as  it  advances  the  prosperity  oi 
Gkxl's  temple,  and  the  prostration  of  the  lion  which 
I  goeth  about  seeking  whom  he  may  devour— when  he 
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btart,  I  ny,  sndi  a  one  as  I  tdl  him  the  truth  m  ib- 
ply;  to  his  question ;  wliieh  tnitb,  even  while  I  speak 
It,  ia,  I  know,  confirmed  by  the  heart  of  every  one 
who  heara  me^  however  respect  may  stifle  their 
TOioea. 

Richard  ooloored  veir  highly  while  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter waa  making  this  direct  and  unvarnished  attack 
upon  his  conduct,  and  the  murmur  of  assent  which 
followed  it  showed  plainly,  that  almost  all  who  were 

r resent  aoquieaoed  m  the  juatice  of  the  accusation, 
noensed,  and  at  the  same  time  mortified,  he  yet  fore- 
saw that  to  give  way  to  his  headlong  resentment, 
would  be  to  give  the  cold  and  wary  accuaer  the  ad- 
Tantage  over  him  which  it  was  the  Templar's  princi- 
pal object  to  obtain.  He,  therefore,  with  a  strong 
eflort,  remained  silent  till  he  had  repeatnd  a  pater 
noster,  being  the  course  which  his  confessor  bad 
enjoined  him  to  pursu&  when  anger  was  likely  to 
obtain  dominion  over  him.  The  King  then  apoke 
with  composure,  though  not  without  an  imbittered 
tone,  e8|>ecially  at  the  outaet. 

"  And  is  it  even  ao7  And  are  our  brethren  at  auch 
paina  to  note  the  infirmities  of  our  natural  temper, 
and  the  rough  precipitance  of  our  zeal,  which  may 
sometimes  have  urged  us  to  issue  commands  when 
there  waa  little  time  to  hold  council  7  I  could  not  have 
thought  that  offences,  casual  and  unpremeditated  like 
mine,  .could  find  such  deep  root  in  the  hearts  of  my 
slliea  in  this  most  holy  causa  that  for  mv  sake  they 
ahottld  withdraw  their  hand  from  the  plough  when 
the  furrow  was  near  the  end :  for  my  sake  turn  aaide 
from  the  direct  pnth  to  Jerusalem,  which  their  swords 
have  opened.  1  vainly  thought  that  my  small  aer- 
vieea  might  have  outweighed' my  raab  errore— thatif 
it  ware  remembered  that  I  presaed  to  the  van  in  an 
assault,  it  would  not  bs  forgotten  that  I  waa  ever  the 
laat  in  the  retreat— that,  if  I  elevated  my  banner  upon 
oonqnered  fields  of  battle,  it  was  all  the  advantage 
that  I  aooght,  while  othera  were  dividing  the  spoil. 
I  may  have  called  the  conquered  city  by  my  name, 
hut  it  was  to  othere  that  I  yielded  the  dominion.  If  1 
have  been  headstrong  in  urging  bold  counsels,  I  have 
not,  methinks,  spired  my  own  blood  or  my  people's, 
in  carrying  thsm  into  as  bold  execution— or  if  I  nave, 
in  the  hurry  or  mareh  or  battle,  assumed  a  command 
over  the  eoldien  of  others,  such  have  been  ever 
treated  as  my  own,  when  my  wealth  purchaaed  the 
provisions  and  medicines  which  their  own  sovereigns 
could  not  procure.— Bat  it  shames  me  to  remind  you 
of  what  all  but  myself  seem  to  have  forgotten. — Let 
us  rather  look  forward  to  our  future  measures ;  and 
believe  me,  brethren,*'  he  continued,  his  face  kindling 
with  eagemeas,  "  you  shall  not  find  the  pride,  or  the 
wrath,  or  the  ambition  of  Richaid,  a  stumbling-block 
of  offence  in  the  path  to  whicn  religion  ana  giory 
summon  you,  as  with  the  trumpet  of  an  archangel. 
Oh,  nO;  no !  never  would  I  survive  the  thought,  that 
my  frailties  and  infirmities  had  been  the  means  to 
ssvsr  this  goodly  fellowship  of  assembled  princes.  I 
would  cut  ofT  my  left  hand  with  my  rii^ht,  could  my 
doijDg  so  attest  my  sincerity.  I  will  yield  up  volun- 
tarily, all  right  to  command  in  the  host,  even  mine 
own  liega  subjects.  They  shall  be  led  by  such  sove- 
rsigna  as  you  may  nominate,  and  their  King,  ever 
bat  too  apt  to  exchange  the  leader's  batoon  for  the 
adventurer'a  lanoe,  will  serve  under  the  banner  of 
Beau-Seant  among  the  Templars— ay,  or  under  that 
of  Austria,  if  Austria  will  name  a  brave  man  to  lead 
hia  foroaa.  Or,  if  ye  are  yourselves  a- weary  of  this 
war,  and  feel  your  armour  chafe  your  lender  bodies, 
leave  but  with  Richard  aome  ten  or  fifteen  thousand 
of  your  soldiera  to  work  out  the  accomplishment  of 
your  vow;  and  when  Zion  ia  won,"  he  exclaimed, 
waving  bis  hand  aloft,  aa  if  displayins  the  standard  of 
the  Cross  over  Jenisalem— **  when  Zion  is  won,  we 
will  write  upon  her  gates,  iror  the  name  of  Richaid 
Plaoiagenet,  but  or  those  generous  Princes  who  in- 
trustednim  with  the  mesne  of  conquest !" 

The  rough  eloquence  and  determined  expreasion 
of,the  military  monarch,  at  once  roused  the  drooping 
spirits  of  the  Crusaders,  reanimated  their  devotion, 
and,  fixing, their  attention  on  the  principal  object  of 
the  expedition,  made  most  of  them  who  were  present 
Mush  for  having  been  moved  by  such  petty  subjecu 


of  complaint  aa  had  before  engrossed  them.  Eye 
caught  fire  from  eye.  voice  lent  courage  to  voiesL 
They  resumed,  as  with  one  accord,  the  war-cry  with 
which  the  sermon  of  Peter  the  Hermit  waa  ecboed 
back,  and  ahouted  aloud,  "'Lead  ua  on,  gallaot 
Lion  B-heart~none  ao  worthy  to  lead  wh'jre  brave 
men  follow.  Lead  ua  on— to  Jerusalem— to  J^nisa* 
leml  It  is  the  will  of  Ood— it  is  the  will  of  Qod! 
Blessed  is  he  who  shall  lend  an  arm  to  its  falfilooent  f* 

The  about,  so  suddenly  and  generally  raised,  was 
heard  beyond  the  ring  of  sentinels  who  gnarded  iha 
pavilion  of  Council,  and  spread  among  the  soUiienof 
the  host,  who,  inactive  and  dispirited^by  disease  and 
climate,  had  begun,  like  their  leaders,  to  droop  in  psao 
lution ;  but  the  reappearance  of  Richard  in  renewed 
vigour,  and  the  well-known  shoot  which  echoed  from 
the  assembly  of  the  princes,  at  once  rekindled  their 
enthusiasm,  and  thousands  and  tena  of  thousands 
answered  with  the  same  shout  of  "Zion.  Zioo!^ 
War,  war!— instant  battle  with  theinfideb!  It  is  the 
will  of  God— it  is  the  will  of  God  1" 

The  ecclamations  from  without  increaaed  in  their 
turn  the  enthusiasm  which  prevailed  within  the  pa- 
vilion. Those  who  did  not  actually  catch  the  flan^ 
were  afraid,  at  least  for  the  time,  to  seam  colder  than 
othera.  There  was  no  more  speech  except  of  a  prood 
advance  towards  Jerusalem  upon  the  expiry  of  tha 
trace,  and  the  measures  to  be  taken  in  the  mean  time 
for  supplying  and  recruiting  the  army.  The  ooondl 
broke  up,  alfapparcntly  filled  with  theaame  enihuai- 
astic  purooae,— which,  however,  eoon  faded  in  the 
bosom  or  most,  and  never  had  an  exiateoce  in  that 
of  othera. 

Of  the  latter  class  were  the  Marquis  Comade  and 
the  Qnnd  Master  of  the  Templars,  who  retired  to- 
gether to  their  quarters  ill  at  eaae,  and  roaleoontent 
with  the  events  of  the  day. 

"  I  ever  told  it  to  thee,"  aaki  the  latter,  with  the  oold 
sardonic  expression  peculiar  to  him,  "  that  Richaid 
would  bunt  through  the  flimsy  wiles  you  spread  for 
him,  as  would  a  lion  through  a  spkler  a  w€t>.  Tlion 
seest  he  has  but  to  speak,  and  his  breath  agitatea  these 
fickle  fools  as  easily  as  the  whirlwind  catcheth  acat- 
rered  straws,  and  sweepe  them  together,  or  diapenes 
them  at  its  pleasure." 

"  When  the  blast  haa  passed  away,"  said  Comadei 
"the  straws,  which  it  made  dance  to  ita  pipe^  will 
settle  to  earth  again." 

"  But  know'st  thou  not  hesides,"  said  the  Templar, 
"  that  it  seems,  if  this  new  purpose  of  conquest  shall 
be  abandoned  and  pass  a  way,  and  each  mighty  iNfiiiea 
shall  again  be  left  to  such  guidance  aa  hia  own  acaotjr 
brain  can  supply,  Richard  may  yet  probably  beooma 
King  of  Jerusalem  by  compact,  and  eatabiiah  thoaa 
terms  of  treaty  with  the  Soldan,  which  thou  thyself 
thought'st  him  so  likely  to  spurn  atr' 

"  Now,  by  Ma  hound  and  Termagaunt,  for  Chriatiaa 
oaths  are  out  of  fashion,"  said  Coorade,  "  sair'at  thon 
the  proud  King  of  England  would  unite  ftua  bkMid 
with  a  heathen  Soldan  ?— My  policy  threw  in  that  in- 
gredient to  make  the  whole  treaty  an  abomination  to 
him.— As  bad  for  ua  that  he  become  our  masier  by  an 
agreement,  as  by  victory." 

"Thy  policy  hath  ill  calculated  Richard'a  di^eation," 
answered  the  Templar;  "I  know  his  mind  by  a 
whisper  from  the  Arch bistep.— And  then  thy  maater- 
stroke  respecting  yonder  banner— it  has  paaeed  off 
with  no  more  re«)oct  than  two  cubita  of  emhroidsrad 
silk  merited.  Aiarquia  Conrade,  thy  wit  bMuis  lo 
halt— I  will  trust  thy  fine-spun  meaaurea  no  longer, 
but  will  try  my  own.  Know'st  thou  not  the  pei^la 
whom  the  Saracens  call  Charegitea?" 

"  Surelv,"  answered  the  Marquia  t  they  are  despe- 
rate and  besotted  enthuaiasta,  who  devote  their  lives 
to  the  advancement  of  relimoo— aomewhat  like  Tea- 
plara— only  they  are  never  known  to  pause  in  the  raos 
of  their  calling." 

"Jest  not,"  answered  the  scowling  monk ;  "know, 
thatoneof  theae  men  has  setdown,  in  his  bloody  vow, 
the  name  of  the  Island  Emperor  yonder,  to  be  hewn 
down  aa  the  chief  enemy  of  the  Moalein  faith." 

"  A  moat  judicious  paynim,"  aaid  Conrade.  "  Mar 
Mahomet  send  him  his  paradiae  for  a  reward  1" 

**  He  waa  taken  in  the  camp  by  one  of  our  eqoiies^ 
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md,  in  prhrate  examination,  frankly  avowed  his  fixed 
and  detennioed  purpose  to  me;  said  the  Grand 
If  aster. 

"Now  the Heavenspardon  them  who  prevented  the 
pinpose  of  this  most  judicious  Char^te  !"■  answered 
Conrade 

**  He  is  my  prisoner,"  added  the  Templar,  "  and  se- 
cluded from  speech  Mrith  others,  as  thou  mayst  sup* 
poae—bnt  prisons  have  been  broken" 

**  Chains  left  unlocked,  and  captives  have  escaped" 
—answered  the  Marquis.  **It  is  an  ancient  saying, 
no  sttne  dungeon  but  the  grave." 

''When  loose  he  resumes  his  quest"— continued  the 
military  priest,  "for  it  is  the  nature  of  this  sort  of 
bloodhound  never  to  quit  the  slot  of  the  prey  he  has 
OBce  scented." 

"Say  no  more  of  it"  said  the  Marquis;  "I  see 
thy  poucy— it  is  dreadful,  but  the  emergency  is  im- 
Dunast." 

"I only  told  thee  of  it,"  saki  the  Templar,  "that 
tfaoo  ma  vst  keep  thvself  on  thy  guard,  for  the  uproar 
wiH  be  dreadful,  ana  there  is  no  knowing  on  whom 
the  English  may  vent  their  rage*>Ay,  and  there  is 
•ix>ther  risk—my  page  knows  the  counsels  of  this 
Changite,"  he  continued:  "and  moreover,  he  is  a 
peeviatL  self-willed  fool,  whom  I  would  I  were  rid  of, 
u  he  thwarts  me  by  presuming  to  see  with  his  own 
qro^  not  mine.  But  our  holy  Order  gives  me  power 
to  pat  a  remedy  to  such  inconvenience.  Or  stay— 
the  Saracen  mav  find  a  good  dagger  in  his  cell,  and 
I  warrant  you  ne  uses  it  as  he  breaks  forth,  which 
will  be  of  a  surety  so  soon  as  the  page  enters  with  his 
food." 

"  It  will  give  the  affair  a  colour,"  said  Conrade ; 
«Md  yet" 

"Yet  and  but"  said  the  Templar,  "are  words  for 
fools— wise  men  neither  hesitate  nor  retract— they 
molva  and  they  execute." 


CHAPTER  XX. 

Wh«n  besnty  leadi  the  lion  in  tier  toili, 
Such  are  b«r  ehanni,  he  due  notraue  hUi  mane, 
fw  len  ezDond  the  terror  of  hie  fluici. 
80  neat  Alcidea  made  hit  dab  a  distaff, 
And  ipao  to  pleaae  fair  OmphaleL— Jam^fMOW. 

RicRABo^  the  unsuspiciouB  object  of  the  dark  treach- 
ery detailed  in  the  dosiiig  part  of  the  last  chapter, 
baring  effected,  for  the  present  at  least,  the  tnum- 
phant  union  of  the  Crusading  princes,  in  a  resolution 
10  proieeute  the  war  with  vigour,  had  it  next  at  heart 
to  establish  tranquillity  in  his  own  family;  and  now 
that  he  could  judge  more  temperately,  to  inquire  dis- 
tmctly  into  the  circumstances  leading  to  the  loss  of  his 
baoner,  and  the  nature  and  the  extent  of  the  connex- 
ion bdwixt  his  kinswoman  Edith,  and  the  banished 
adventurer  from  Scotland. 

Accordingly,  the  Q,ueen  and  her  hous^old  were 
startled  with  a  visit  from  Sir  Thomas  de  Vaux.  re- 
questing the  present  attendance  of  the  Lady  Calista 
of  Hontfaucon,  the  Queen's  principal  bower-woman, 
opon  King  Richard. 

"What  am  I  to  say,  madam?"  said  the  trembling 
attendant  to  the  Q4ieen.    "  He  will  slay  us  all." 

"Nay,  fear  not,  madam,"  ssid  De  Vaux.  "His 
Majesty  hath  spared  the  life  of  the  Scottish*  knight, 
who  was  the  chief  offender,  and  bestowed  him  upon 
the  Moorish  physician— he  will  not  be  severe  upon  a 
hdr  though  faulty." 

Devise  some  cunning  tale,  wench,"  said  Beren- 
flaria.  "My  husband  hath  too  little  time  to  make 
nqiiiry  into  the  truth." 

^Tell  the  tale  as  it  really  happened,"  said  Edith, 
"lest  I  tell  it  for  thee." 

"Wiib  humble  permisfflon  of  her  Majesty,"  said  De 
Vaux,  '*  I  would  say  Lady  Edith  advisetn  well ;  for 
althoogh  King  Richard  is  plcas^  to  believe  what  it 
pleases  your  Grace  to  tell  hira,  yet  I  doubt  his  havin^f 
the  same  deference  for  the  Lady  Calista,  and  in  this 
enecial  matter." 

'  The  Lord  of  Gilsland  is  right,"  said  the  Lady  Ca- 
fista,  much  agitated  at  the  thoughts  of  the  investiga- 
tion which  was  to  take  place;  ''and,  besides,  if  I  had 
pnaeoce  of  mind  enough  to  forge  a  plausible  story. 


beshrew  me  if  I  think  I  should  have  the  courage  to 
tell  it" 

In  this  candid  humour,  the  Lady  Calista  was  con- 
ducted by  De  Vaux  to  the  Kins,  and  made,  as  she 
had  proposed,  a  full  confession  ofthe  decoy  by  which 
the  unfortunate  Knight  of  the  Leopard  had  Seen  in- 
duced to  desert  his  post ;  exculpating  the  Lady  Edith, 
who,  she  was  aware,  would  not  fail  to  exculpate  her- 
self, and  laying  the  full  burden  on  the  Queen,  her 
mistress,  whose  share  of  the  frolic,  she  well  knew, 
would  appear  the  most  venial  in  the  eyes  of  Ccetir  de 
Lion.  In  truth,  Richard  was  a  fond— almost  an  uxo- 
rious husband.  The  firet  burst  of  his  wrath  had  long 
since  passed  away,  and  he  was  not  disposed  severely 
to  censure  what  could  not  now  be  amended.  The 
wily  Lady  Calista,  accustomed  from  her  eariiest 
childhood  to  fathom  the  intrigues  of  a  court,  and 
watch  the  indications  of  a  sovereign's  will,  hastened 
back  to  the  Queen  with  the  speed  of  a  lapwing, 
charged  vrith  the  King's  commands  that  she  should 
expect  a  speedy  visit  from  him ;  to  which  the  bower- 
lady  added  a  commentary  founded  on  her  own  ob- 
servation, tendmg  to  show  that  Richard  meant  just 
to  preserve  so  much  severity  as  might  bring  his  royal 
consort  to  repent  of  her  frolic,  and  then  to  extend  to 
her  and  all  concerned,  his  gracious  pardon. 

"Sits  the  wind  in  that  comer,  wench?"  said  the 
Queen,  much  relieved  by  this  intelligence;  "believe 
me,  that,  great  commander  as  he  is,  Richard  will  find 
it  hard  to  circumvent  us  in  this  matter;  and  that,  as 
thePyrenean  shepherds  are  wont  to  say  in  my  native 
Navarre,  many  a  one  comes  for  wool,  and  goes  back 
ahorn." 

Having  possessed  herself  of  all  the  information 
which  Calista  could  communicate,  the  royal  Beren- 
garia  arrayed  herself  in  her  most  becoming  drees, 
and  awaited  with  confidence  the  arrival  of  the  heroic 
Richard. 

He  arrived,  and  found  himself  in  the  situation  of  a 
prince  entering  an  offending  province,  in  the  confi- 
dence that  hishusiness  will  only  be  to  inflict  rebuke, 
and  receive  submission,  when  he  unexpectedly  finds 
it  in  a  state  of  complete  defiance  and  insurrection. 
Berengaria  well  knew  the  power  of  her  charmsL  and 
the  extent  of  Richard's  affection,  and  felt  assured  that 
she  could  make  her  own  terms  good,  now  that  the 
firet  tremendous  explosion  of  his  anger  had  expended 
itself  without  mischief.  Far  from  listening  to  the 
King's  intended  rebuke,  as  what  the  levity  oflier  con- 
duct had  justly  deserved  she  extenuated,  nay  de- 
fended, as  a  harmless  frolic,  that  which  she  was 
accused  of.  She  denied,  indeed,  with  many  a  pretty 
form  of  negation,  that  she  had  directed  Nectabanus 
absolutely  to  entice  the  knight  farther  than  the  brink 
of  the  Mount  on  which  he  kept  watch— and  indeed 
this  was  so  far  true,  that  she  had  not  designed  Sir 
Kenneth  to  be  introduced  into  her  tent,— and  then, 
eloquent  in  urging  her  own  defence,  the  Queen  was 
far  more  so  in  pressing  upon  Richard  the  charge  of 
unkindness,  in  refusing  her  so  poor  a  boon  as  the  life 
of  an  unfortunate  knwht,  who,  by  her  thoughtless 

firank,  had  been  brought  within  the  danger  of  martial 
aw.  She  wept  and  sobbed  while  she  enlaiged  on 
her  husband's  obduracy  on  this  score,  as  a  rigour 
which  had  threatened  to  make  her  unhappy  for  life, 
whenever  she  should  reflect  that  she  had  given,  un 
thinkin^y,  the  remote  cause  for  such  a  tragedy.  The 
vision  of  the  slaughtered  victim  would  have  haunted 
her  dreams— nay,  for  aught  she  knew,  since  such 
things  often  happened,  his  actual  spectre  might  have 
stood  by  her  waking  couch.  To  all  this  misery  of  the 
mind  was  she  exposed  by  the  severity  of  one,^  who, 
while  he  pretended  to  dote  upon  her  slightest  glance, 
would  not  forego  one  act  pf  poor  revenge,  though  the 
issue  was  to  render  her  miserable. 

All  this  flow  of  female  eloquence  was  accompanied 
with  the  usual  arguments  01  teare  and  sighs,  and  ut- 
tered vrith  such  tone  and  action,  as  seemed  to  show 
that  the  Queen's  resentment  arose  neither  from  pride 
nor  suUenness,  but  from  feelings  hurt  at  finding  her 
consequence  with  her  husband  less  than  she  had  ex- 
pected to  possess.     .  ,      , 

The  good  King  Richard  was  considerably  embar- 
rassed.   He  triea  in  vain  to  reason  with  one,  whose 
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very  jealoasy  of  his  afTectioo  rendered  her  incapable 
of  hstening  to  argument,  nor  could  he  bring  himself 
to  use  the  restraint  of  lawful  authority  to  a  creature 
60  beautiful  in  the  midst  of  her  unreasonable  displea- 
sure. He  was,  therefore,  reduced  to  the  defensive,  en- 
deavoured gently  to  chide  her  suspicions,  and  soothe 
her  displeasure,  and  recalled  to  ner  mind  that  she 
need  not  look  back  upon  the  past  with  recollections 
either  of  remorse  or  supernatural  fear,  since  Sir  Ken- 
neth was  alive  and  well,  and  had  been  bestowed  by 
him  upon  the  great  Arabian  physician,  who,  doubt- 
less, of  all  men,  knew  best  how  to  keep  him  living. 
But  this  seemed  the  unkindest  cut  of  all,  and  the 
Queen's  sorrow  was  renewed  at  the  idea  of  a  Saracen 
— a  mediciner— obtaining  a  boon,  for  which,  with 
bare  head,  and  on  bended  knee,  she  had  petitioned 
her  husband  in  vain.  At  this  new  charge,  Richard's 
patience  began  rather  to  give  way,  and  ne  said,  in  a 
serious  tone  of  voice,  "Berengaria,  the  physician 
saved  my  life.  If  it  is  of  value  in  your  eyes,  you  will 
not  grudge  him  a  higher  recompense  than  the  only 
one  1  could  prevail  on  him  to  accept." 

The  Queen  was  satisfied  she  had  uiiged  her  coquet- 
tish displeasure  to  the  verge  of  safetv. 

"My  Richard,"  she  said,  "why  brought  vou  not 
that  sage  to  me,  that  England's  Queen  might  show 
how  she  esteemed  him,  who  could  save  from  extinc- 
tion the  lamp  of  chivalry,  the  slory  of  EngUnd,  and 
the  light  of  poor  Berengaria's  life  and  hopeT' 

In  a  word,  the  matrimonial  dispute  was  ended ;  but, 
that  some  penalty  miiiht  be  paid  to  justice,  both  King 
and  Queen  accorded  in  laymg  the  whole  blame  on 
the  agent  Nectabanus,  who  (the  Queen  being  by  this 
time  well  weary  of  the  poor  dwarfs  humour)  was, 
with  his  royal  consort  Guenevra,  sentenced  to  be 
banished  from  the  Court;  and  toe  unlucky  dwarf 
u./v  escaped  a  supplementary  whinping,  from  the 
Queen's  assurances  that  he  bad  already  sustained 
personal  chastisement  It  was  decreed  farther,  that 
as  an  envoy  was  shordy  to  be  despatched  to  Safadin, 
acquainting  him  with  the  resolution  of  the  Council  to 
resume  hostilities  so  soon  as  the  truce  was  ended, 
and  as  Richard  proposed  to  send  a  valuable  present 
to  the  Soldan,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  high  benefit 
he  bad  derived  from  the  services  of  El  Hakim,  the 
two  unhappy  creatures  should  be  added  to  it  as  curi- 
osities, which,  from  their  extremely  grotesque  appear- 
ance, and  the  shattered  slate  of  their  intellect,  were 
gifts  that  might  well  pass  between  sovereign  and 
sovereign. 

Richard  had  that  day  yet  another  female  encounter 
to  sustain;  bat  he  advanced  to  it  with  comparative 
indiiferencc,  for  Edith,  though  beautiful,  and  highly 
esteemed  by  her  royal  relative — nay.  although  shenad 
from  nis  unjust  suspicions  actually  sustained  the 
injury  of  which  Bercngaria  only  affected  to  complain, 
still  was  neither  Richard's  wife  nor  mistress,  and  he 
feared  her  reproaches  less,  although  founded  in  rea- 
son, than  those  of  the  Queen,  though  unjust  and 
fantastical.  Having  requested  to  speak  with  her 
apart,  he  was  ushered  into  her  apartment,  adjoining 
that  of  the  Queen,  whose  two  female  Coptish  slaves 
remained  on  their  knees  in  the  most  remote  corner 
during  the  interview.  A  thin  black  veil  extended 
its  ample  folds  over  the  tall  and  graceful  form  of 
the  high-bom  maiden,  atid  she  wore  not  upon  her 
ENOBon  any  female  ornament  of  what  kind  soever. 
She  arose  and  made  a  low  reverence  when  Richard 
entered,  resumed  her  seat  at  his  command,  and, 
when  he  sat  down  beside  her,  waited,  without  utter- 
ing a  syllable,  until  he  should  communicate  his 
pleasure. 

Richard,  whose  custom  it  was  to  be  familiar  with 
Edith,  as  their  relationship  authorized,  felt  this  recep- 
tion chilling,  and  opened  the  conversation  with  some 
embarrassment. 

"  Our  fair  cousin,"  he  at  length  said,  *'  is  angry  with 
use  and  we  own  that  strong  circumstances  have 
induced  us,  without  cause,  to  suspect  her  of  conduct 
alien  to  what  we  have  ever  known  in  her  course  of 
life.  ,  But  while  we  walk  in  this  misty  valley  of  hu- 
manity, men  will  mbtake  shadows  ror  substances. 
Can  my  fair  cousin  not  forgive  her  somewhat  vehe- 
ment kinsman,  Richard?" 


"  Who  can  refuse  forgiveness  to  Richard,**  am 
ed  Edith,  "provided  Richard  can  obtain  pardon  oi 
the  Kingr 

"Come,  my  kinswoman,'*  replied  Cceur  de  Lion, 
"  this  is  all  too  solemn.  By  Our  Lady,  such  a  mel- 
ancholy countenance,  and  this  ample  sable  veiL  migbt 
make  men  think  thou  wert  a  new-made  widow,  or 
bad  lost  a  betrolbed  lover,  at  least.  Cheer  up — than 
hast  heard  doubdess  that  there  is  no  real  cause  lor 
wo— why  then  keep  up  the  form  of  mourning?" 

"For  the  departed  honour  of  Plantagenet— for  the 
^ory  which  hath  left  my  father's  house." 

Richard  frowned.  "  Ueparted  honour !  glory  which 
hatb  left  our  house!"— he  repeated,  an^y;  '*but 
my  cousin  Edith  is  privilcfsed.  1  have  judgisd  her 
too  hastily,  she  has  therefore  a  right  to  deem  oi 
me  too  harshly.  But  tell  me  at  least  in  what  I  have 
faulted." 

"Plantagenet,"  said  Edith,  "should  have  other 

Eardoned  an  offence,  or  punished  it.  It  mtabecomes 
im  to  assign  free  men,  Christians,  and  brave  knights^ 
to  the  fetters  of  the  infidels.  It  becomes  him  not  to 
compromise  and  barter,  or  to  grant  life  under  the  for- 
feiture of  liberty.  To  have  doomed  the  unfortunate  to 
death  might  have  been  severity,  but  had  a  show  of 

i'ustice;  to  condemn  him  to  slavery  and  exile,  was 
»arefaced  tyranny." 

"I  see,  my  fair  cousin."  said  Richard,  "you  are  of 
those  pretty  ones  who  think  an  absent  lover  as  bad 
as  none,  or  as  a  dead  one.  Be  patient ;  half  a  aoors 
of  light  horsemen  may  yet  follow  and  redeem  the 
error,  if  thy  gallant  have  in  keeping  any  secret  which 
might  render  his  death  more  convenient  than  Ids 
banishment." 

"  Peace  with  thy  scurrile  jests !"  answered  Edith, 
colouring  deeply— "  Think  rather,  that  for  the  indulg- 
ence of  thy  mood  thou  hast  loppjod  from  this  great 
enterprise  one  goodly  limb,  deprived  the  Cross  of 
one  of  its  most  brave  8UM>orters.  and  placed  a  serv- 
ant of  the  true  God  in  tne  hands  of  the  heathen ; 
hast  given,  too,  to  minds  as  suspicious  as  thou  hast 
shown  thine  own  in  this  matter,  some  right  to  sav. 
that  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion  banished  the  bravest  sol- 
dier in  his  camp,  lest  his  name  in  batde  might  match 
his  own." 

"I— I!"  exclaimed  Richard,  now  indeed  greatly 
moved— "am  I  one  to  be  jealous  of  renown?— I 
would  he  were  here  to  profess  such  an  equality !  1 
would  waive  my  rank  and  my  crown,  and  meet  nim, 
manlike,  in  the  lists,  that  it  might  appear  whether 
Richard  Plantagenet  had  room  to  fear  or  to  enw 
the  prowess  ot  mortal  man.  Come,  Edith,  thob 
think'st  not  as  thou  say'st.  Let  not  anger  or  grief 
for  the  absence  of  thy  lover,  make  thee  unjust  to  thy 
kinsman,  who,  notwithstanding  all  thy  tetchiness, 
values  thy  good  report  as  high  as  that  of  any  one 
living." 

"The  absence  of  my  lover  7"  said  the  Lady  Edith. 
"  But  yes— he  may  be  well  termed  my  lover,  who  hath 
paid  so  dear  for  the  title.  Unworthy  as  I  mi^ht  beof 
such  homage,  I  was  to  him  like  a  light,  leading  him 
forward  in  the  noble  path  of  chivalry ;  but  that  I  for- 
got my  rank,  or  that  he  presumed  beyond  bis,  is  ial^, 
were  a  king  to  speak  it'' 

"  My  iair  cousin,"  said  Richard,  "  do  not  put  wonls 
in  my  mouth  which  I  have  not  spoken.  I  said  not 
you  had  graced  this  man  beyond  the  favour  which  a 
good  knight  may  earn,  even  from  a  princess,  what- 
ever be  his  native  condition.  But,  hy  Our  Lady,  I 
know  something  of  this  love-gear— it  begins  with 
mute  respect  and  distant  reverence ;  but  wHen  mjpor- 
tunities  occur^  familiarity  increases,  and  so— But  it 
skills  not  talking  with  one  who  thinks  herself  wiser 
than  all  the  world." 

"  My  kinsman's  councils  I  willingly  listen  to,  when 
they  are  such."  said  Edith,  "as  convey  no  insult  to 
my  rank  and  character." 

Kings,  my  fair  cousin,  do  not  council,  but  rathei 
command,"  said  Richard. 

"Soldans  do  indeed  command,"  said  Edith,  "but 
it  is  because  they  have  slaves  to  govern." 

"  Come,  you  might  learn  to  lay  aside  this  scorn  of 
Soldantie,  when  you  hold  so  high  of  a  Scot,"  said  the 
King.    "I  hold  Saladin  to  be  truer  to  his  word  than 
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this  William  of  Scotland.  whomuBt  needs  be  called  a 
lion,  forsooth— he  haih  roully  faulted  towards  me,  in 
filling  to  send  the  auxiliary  aid  he  promised.  Let  me 
tell  thee,  Edith,  thou  mayst  live  to  prefer  a  true  Turk 
to  a  false  Scoc^* 

"  No— never  I"  answered  Edith—"  not  should  Rich- 
ard himself  embrace  the  false  reli^on.  which  he 
crossed  the  seas  to  expel  from  Palestme. 

"  Thou  wilt  have  the  last  word,"  said  Richard,  "  and 
tboo  shale  have  it.  Even  think  of  me  what  thou  wilt, 
pretty  Eklith.  I  aball  not  forget  that  we  are  near  and 
dear  cousins." 

So  saving,  he  took  his  leave  in  fair  fashion,  but  very 
little  satisned  with  the  result  of  his  visit. 

It  was  the  fourth  day  after  Sir  Kenneth  had  been 
Asmissed  from  the  camp ;  and  King  Richard  sat  in 
his  pavilion,  enjbying  an  evening  Breeze  from  the 
west,  which,  witn  unusual  coolnees  on  her  wings, 
neroed  breathed  from  merry  England  for  the  refreah- 
meot  of  her  adventurous  monarch,  as  he  was  gradu- 
ally recoverin/c  the  full  strength  which  was  necessary 
to  carry  on  his  gigantic  projects.  There  was  no  one 
with  him,  De  vaux  havmg  been  sent  to  Ascalon  to 
briog  up  reinforcements  and  supplies  of  military  mu- 
aition,  and  most  of  his  other  attendants  being  occu- 
pied in  difierent  departments,  all  preparing  for  the 
re-opening  of  hostihties,  and  for  a  grand  preparatory 
review  of  the  army  of  the  Crusaders,  which  was  to 
take  place  the  next  day.  The  King  sat,  listening  to 
the  busy  hum  omong  the  soldiery,  the  clatter  from  the 
icMges,  where  horse-shoes  were  preparing,  and  from 
the  tents  of  the  armourers,  who  were  repairing  har- 
neis— the  voice  of  the  soldiers  too,  as  they  passed  and 
npaned,  was  load  and  cheerful,  carrying  with  its  very 
tone  an  assurance  of  high  and  excited  coura^^  and 
IB  omen  of  approaching  victory.  While  Richard's 
car  drank  in  these  sounds  with  delight,  and  while  he 
yielded  himself  to  the  visions  of  conquest  and  of  glory 
which  they  suggested,  an  eoueiy  told  him  that  a  mes- 
aenger  from  Saladin  waited  without. 

"Admit  him  instantlv,"  said  the  King,  "and  with 
doe  honour.  Josceline. 

The  English  knight  accordingly  introduced  aper- 
ion,  apparently  of  no  higher  rank  than  a  Nubian 
■lave,  whose  appearance  was  nevertheless  highly  in- 
teresting. He  was  of  superb  stature  and  nobly  Tormed, 
and  his  commanding  features,  although  almost  jet- 
black,  showed  nothing  of  negro  descent.  He  wore 
over  his  coal-black  locks  a  milk-white  turban,  and 
over  his  shotilders  a  short  mantle  of  the  same  colour, 
open  in  front  and  at  the  sleeves,  under  which  appeared 
t  doublet  of  dressed  leopard's  skin  reaching  within  a 
bandbreadth  of  the  knee.  The  rest  of  his  muscular 
fimba,  both  legs  and  arms,  were  bare,  excepting  that 
he  bad  sandals  on  his  feet,  and  wore  a  collar  and 
bracelets  of  silver.  A  straight  broadsword,  with  a 
handle  of  boxwood,  and  a  aheath  covered  with  snake- 
akin,  was  suspended  from  his  waist.  In  his  right 
hand  he  held  a  short  javelin,  with  a  broad,  bright, 
Meel  head,  of  a  span  in  length,  and  in  hia  leit  he  led, 
by  a  leash  of  twisted  silk  and  gold,  a  large  and  noble 
•tae-honnd." 

.  The  messenger  prostrated  himself,  at  the  same 
time  partially  uncovering  his  shoulders,  in  sign  of  hu- 
miliation, and  having  touched  the  earth  with  his  fore- 
head, arose  so  far  as  to  rest  on  one  knee,  while  he  de- 
livered to  the  Kin^  a  silken  nspkin,  enclosing  another 
of  cloth  of  f^ld,  within  which  was  a  letter  from  Sala- 
un  in  the  original  Arabic,  with  a  translation  into 
Norman- English,  which  may  be  modernized  thus  :— 
'Saladin,  Kini;  of  Kings,  to  Melech  Ric,  the  Lion 
of  England.  Whereas,  we  are  informed  by  thy  last 
meaaage,  that  thou  hast  chosen  war  rather  than 
peace,  and  our  enmity  rather  than  our  friendship,  we 
•cooant  thee  as  one  blinded  in  this  matter,  and  trust 
shortly  to  convince  thee  of  thine  error,  by  the  help  of 
our  invincible  forces  of  the  thousand  tribes,  when 
Mohamnicd,.the  Prophet  of  God  and  Allah,  the  God 
of  the  Prophet,  ahall  judge  the  controversy  betwixt  us. 
la  what  remains,  we  make  noble  account  of  thee, 
Uw  of  the  gifts  which  thou  hast  sent  us,  snd  of  the 
two  dwariiB,  singular  in  their  deformity  as  Tsop,  and 
mirthful  aa  the  lute  of  Isaack.  And  in  requital  of 
tocae  tokens  from  the  treasure-house  of  thy  bounty, 


behold  we  have  sent  thee  a  Nubian  slave,  yarned 
Zohauk,  of  whom  judge  not  by  his  complexion,  ac- 
cording to  the  foolish  ones  of  the  earth,  in  respect  the 
dark-nnded  fruit  hath  the  most  exmiisite  flavour. 
Know  that  he  is  strong  to  execute  tne  will  of  his 
rri aster,  as  Rustan  of  Zablestan ;  also  he  is  wise  to 
give  counsel  when  thou  shah  learn  to  hold  communi- 
cation with  him,  for  the  Lord  of  Speech  hath  been 
stricken  with  silence  betwixt  the  ivory  walls  of  his 

Ealace.  We  commend  him  to  thy  care,  hoping  the 
our  may  not  be  distant  when  he  may  render  thee 
good  service.  And  herewith  we  bid  tnee  farewell; 
trusting  that  our  most  holy  Prophet  may  yet  call  thee 
to  a  si^t  of  the  truth,  failing  which  illumination,  our 
desire  is,  for  the  speedy  restoration  of  thy  royal  health, 
that  Allah  may  judge  between  thee  and  us  in  a  plain 
field  of  battle.'^ 

And  the  missive  was  sanctioned  by  the  signature 
and  seal  of  the  Soldan 

Richard  surveyed  the  Nubian  in  silence  as  he  stood 
before  him,  his  looks  bent  upon  the  ground,  his  arms 
folded  on  nia  bosom,  with  the  appearance  of  a  block 
marble  statue  of  the  most  exquisite  workmanship, 
waiting  life  from  the  touch  of  a  Prometheus.  The 
King  of  England,  who,  as  it  was  emphatically  said 
of  hia  successor  Henry  the  Eighth,  loved  to  look  upon 
A  MAN,  was  well  pleased  with  the  the  wee,  sinews,  and 
symmetry  of  him  whom  he  now  surveyed,  and  ques- 
tioned mm  in  the  lingua  Franca,  "Art  thou  a  pa- 
gan 7" 

The  slave  shook  his  head,  and  raising  his  finger  to 
his  brow,  crossed  himself  in  token  of  his  Christianity, 
then  resumed  his  posture  of  motionless  humility. 

"A  Nubian  Christian,  doubtless,"  said  Richard, 
"  and  mutilated  of  the  organ  of  speech  by  these  hea- 
then dogs?" 

The  mute  again  slowly  shook  his  head,  in  token  of 
negative;  pointed  with  his  forefinger  to  Heaven,  and 
then  laid  it  upon  his  own  lips. 

"  I  understand  thee^"  said  Richard :  "  thou  dost 
stifier  under  the  infliction  of  God,  not  oy  the  cruelty 
of  man.  Canst  thou  clean  an  armour  and  belt,  ana 
buckle  it  in  time  of  need  1" 

The  mute  nodded,  and  stepping  towards  the  coat 
of  mail,  which  hung  with  the  shield  and  helmet  of  the 
chivalrous  monarch,  upon  the  pillar  of  the  tent,  he 
handled  it  with  such  nicety  of  address,  as  sufiSciently 
to  show  that  he  fully  underatood  the  businees  of  the 
armour-bearer. 

'*Thou  art  an  apt,  and  wilt  doubtless  be  a  useful 
knave— thou  shalt  wait  in  my  chamber,  and  on  my 
person  "  said  the  King,  "  to  snow  how  much  I  value 
the  eift  of  the  royal  Soman.  If  thou  hast  no  tongue, 
it  follows  thou  canst  carry  no  tales,  neither  provoke 
me  to  be  sudden  by  any  unfit  reply." 

The  Nubian  again  prostrated  himself  till  his  brow 
touched  the  earth,  then  stood  erect,  at  some  paces  dis- 
tant, as  waiting  for  his  new  master's  commands. 

"  Nay.  thou  shalt  commence  thy  office  presently," 
said  Richard,  "  for  I  see  a  speck  of  rust  darkening  on 
that  shield :  and  when  I  shake  it  in  the  face  of  Sala- 
din, it  should  be  bright  and  unsullied  as  the  Soldan's 
honour  and  mine  own." 

A  horn  was  winded  without,  and  presently  Sir 
Henry  Neville  entered  with  a  packet  of  despatches.— 
"  From  England,  my  lord,"  ne  said  as  be  deliver- 
ed it. 

"From  England— our  own  England!"  repeated 
Richard,  in  a  tone  of  melancholy  entniisiasm—  AlasI 
they  little, think  how  hard  their  Sovereign  has  been 
beset  by  sickness  and  sorrow— faint  friends  and  for- 
ward enemies."  Then  opening  the  despatches,  he 
said,  hastily,  "Ha!"  this  comes  from  no  peaceful 
land— they  too  have  their  feuds.— Neville,  begone— I 
must  peruse  these  tidings  aIon&  and  at  leisure." 

Neville  withdrew  accordingly,  and  Richard  was 
soon  absorbed  in  the  melanrnohr  details  which  had 
been  conveyed  to  him  from  England,  concerning  the 
factions  that  were  tearing  to  pieces  his  native  domi- 
nions—thedisunion  of  his  orotners.  John  and  Geoffrey, 
and  the  quarrels  of  both  with  the  High  Justiciary 
Longchamp,  Bishop  of  Ely,— the  oppressions  practised 
by  the  nobles  upon  the  peasantry,  and  rebellion  of  the 
latter  against  their  masters,  which  had  produced  every 
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where  soenee  of  dieoord,  and  in  aome  inetanoes  the 
effusion  of  blood.  Details  of  incidents  mortifying  to 
his  pride,  and  derogatory  from  his  authority,  were  in- 
termingled with  the  earnest  advice  of  his  wisest  and 
most  attached  counsellors,  that  he  should  presently 
return  to  England,  as  his  presence  offered  the  only 
hope  of  saving  the  kingdom  from  all  the  horrors  of 
civil  discord,  of  which  France  and  Scotland  were 
Hkely  to  avail  themselves.  Filled  with  the  most  pain- 
ful anxiety,  Richard  read,  and  again  read,  the  ill- 
omened  letters^  compared  themteuwiencewhich  some 
of  them  con  tamed  with  the  same  facts  as  differently 
stated  in  others,  and  soon  became  totallv  insensible  to 
whatever  was  passing  around  him.  although  seated, 
for  the  sake  of  coolness,  close  to  the  entrance  of  his 
tent,  and  having  the  curtains  withdrawn,  so  that  he 
could  see  and  be  seen  by  the  gourds  and  others  who 
were  stationed  without. 

Deeper  in  the  shadow  of  the  pavilion,  and  busied 
with  the  task  his  new  master  had  imposed,  sat  the 
Nubian  slave,  with  his  back  rather  turned  towards 
the  King.  He  had  finished  adiusting  and  cleaning 
the  hauberiL  and  brigandine,  and,  was  now  busilv  em- 
ploved  on  a  broad  pavesse,  or  buckler,  of  unusual  size, 
and  covered  with  steel-plating,  which  Richard  often 
used  in  reconnoitring,  or  actually  storming,  fortified 
places,  as  a  more  effectual  protection  against  missile 
weapons,  than  the  narrow  triangular  shield  used  on 
horseback.  This  pavesse  bore  neither  the  royal  lions 
of  England  nor  any  other  device,  to  attract  the  ob- 
servation of  the  defenders  of  the  walls  araiinst  which 
it  was  advanced ;  the  care,  therefore,  of  the  armourer 
was  addressed  to  causing  its  surface  to  shine, as  bright 
as  crystal,  in  which  he  seemed  to  be  peculiarly  suc- 
cessful. Beyond  the  Nubian,  and  scarce  visible  from 
without,  lay  the  large  dog,  which  might  be  termed  hii 
brother  slave,  and  which,  as  if  he  felt  awed  by  being 
transferred  to  a  royal  owner,  was  couched  close  to  the 
side  of  the  mute,  with  head  and  eara  on  the  ground, 
and  his  Umbs  and  tail  drawn  close  around  and  under 
him. 

While  the  Monarch  and  his  new  attendant  were 
thus  occupied,  another  actor  crmt  upon  the  scene,  and 
mingled  among  the  group  of  English  yeomen,  about 
a  score  of  whom,  respecting  the  unusually  pensive 
posture  and  close  occupation  of  their  sovereign,  were, 
contrary  to  their  wont,  keeping  a  silent  guard  in  front 
of  his  tent.  It  was  not,  however,  more  vigilant  than 
usual.  Some  were  playing  at  games  of  hazard  with 
small  pebbles,  othera  sboke  together  in  whispers  of 
the  approaching  dav  of  oattle,  and  several  lay  asleep, 
their  bulky  limbs  icnded  in  their  green  mantles. 

Aniid  these  careless  warders  glided  the  puny  form 
of  a  little  old  Turk,  poorly  dressed  like  a  marabout  or 
santon  of  the  desert,  a  sort  of  enthusiasts,  who  some- 
times ventured  into  the  camp  of  the  Crusaders,  though 
treated  always  with  contumelv,  and  often  with  vio- 
lence. Indeed,  the  luxury  ana  profligate  indulgence 
of  the  Christian  leaders  had  occasioned  a  motlev  con- 
course in  their  tents,  of  musicians,  courtezans,  Jewish 
merchants,  Copts,  Turks,  and  all  the  varied  refuse  of 
the  Eastern  nations ;  so  that  the  caftan  and  turban, 
though  to  drive  both  from  the  Holy  Land  was  the  pro- 
fessed object  of  the  expedition,  were  nevertheless 
neither  an  uncommon  nor  an  alarming  sight  in  the 
camp  of  the  Crusaders.  When,  however,  the  little 
insignificant  figure  we  have  described  approached  so 
nigh  as  to  receive  some  interruption  from  the  warders, 
he  dashed  his  dusky  green  turban  from  his  head, 
showed  that  his  beard  and  eyebrows  were  shaved  like 
those  of  a  professed  buffoon,  and  that  the  expression 
of  his  fantastic  and  writhen  features,  as  well  as  of  his 
little  black  eyes,  which  gUttered  like  jet,  was  that  of 
a  crazed  imagination. 

"  Dance,  marabout,"  cried  the  soldiers,  acquainted 
with  the  maimers  of  these  wandering  enthusiasts— 
"dance,  or  we  will  scourge  thee  with  our  bowstrings, 
till  thou  suin  as  never  top  did  under  schoolboy's  lash. 
--Thus  shouted  the  reckless  warders,  as  much  de- 
lighted at  having  a  subject  to  tease,  as  a  child  when 
he  catches  a  butterfly,  or  a  schoolboy  upon  discovering 
a  bird  s  nest. 

The  marabout,  as  if  happv  to  do  their  behests, 
bounded  from  the  earth,  and  spun  his  giddy  round 


before  them  with  siogular  agility,  which,  when  con- 
trasted with  his  slight  and  wasted  figure,  and  dimi- 
nutive appearance,  made  him  rssemole  a  withered 
leaf  twirled  round  and  around  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
winter's  breeze.  His  single  lock  of  hair  streamed 
upwards  from  his  bald  and  shaven  head,  as  if  some 
g^nie  upheld  him  by  it ;  and  indeed  it  seemed  as  il 
supernatural  art  were  necessary  to  the  execution  of 
the  wild  whirling  dance,  in  which  scarce  the  tiptoe 
of  the  performer  was  seen  to  touch  the  ground. 
Amid  the  vagaries  of  his  performance,  he  flew  hers 
and  there,  from  one  spot  to  another,  still  approadi- 
ing,  however,  though  almost  imperceptibly,  to  the 
entrance  of  the  roval  tent;  so  that,  when  at  length 
he  sunk  exhausted  on  the  earth,  after  two  or  three 
bounds  still  higher  than  those  which  be  bad  yet  exe- 
cuted, he  was  not  above  thirty  yards  from  the  King's 
person. 

"Give  him  water,"  said  one  yeoman ;  "  they  always 
crave  a  drink  after  their  merry-go-round." 

"  Aha,  water,  say'st  thou.  Long  Allen  ?"— exclaim- 
ed another  archer,  with  a  most  scornful  emphasis  oo 
the  despised  element ;  "  how  wouldst  like  such  beve- 
rage thyself,  after  such  a  mortice  dancing  7" 

The  devil  a  water-drop  he  gets  here^"  said  a  third. 
"We  will  teach  the  light-footed  old  mfidel  to  be  a 
good  Christian^  and  drink  wine  of  Cyprus." 

"  Ay.  ay,"  said  a  fourth ;  "  and  in  case  he  be  resdvjB^ 
fetch  thou  Dick  Hunter's  horn,  that  he  drenches  his 
mare  withal." 

A  cirele  was  instantly  formed  around  the  pros- 
trate arid  exhausted  dervise,  and  while  one  tall  yei>> 
man  raised  his  feeble  form  from  the  ground,  another 
presented  to  him  a  huge  flagon  of  wine.  Incapable 
of  speech,  the  old  man  shoMt  his  hesd,  and  waved 
away  from  him  with  his  hand  the  liquor  forbidden  by 
the  Prophet ;  but  his  tormentora  were  not  thus  to  be 
appeased. 

''  The  horn,  the  horn !"  exclaimed  one.  "  Little  dif- 
ference between  a  Turk  and  a  Tuikiah  horse,  and  we 
will  use  him  conformhig." 

"  By  Saint  Geome,  you  will  choke  himf  said  Long 
Allen ;  "  and,  besiaes,  it  is  a  sin  to  throw  away  upon 
a  heathen  dog  as  much  wine  as  would  serve  a  good 
Christian  for  a  treble  night-cap." 

"  Thou  know'st  not  the  nature  of  these  Turks  and 
pagans,  Long  Allen,"  ivpUed  Henry  Woodstall :  "I 
tell  thee,  man,  that  this  flagon  of^ Cyprus  will  set 
his  brains  a-spiiming,  just  in  the  opposite  direcdoa 
that  they  went  whirling  in  the  dancing,  and  so  bring 
him,  as  it  were,  to  himself  again.— Choke  1  he  will  do 
more  choke  on  it  than  Ben's  nlack  bitch  on  the  pound 
of  butter." 

"And  for  grudging  it,"  said  Tomalin  Blackleei^ 
"  why  shouldst  thou  grudge  the  poor  paynim-devil  a 
drop  of  drink  on  earth,  since  thou  knovr  st  he  is  not 
to  have  a  drop  to  cool  the  tip  of  his  tongue  through  a 
longetemity?" 

'^hat  were  hard  laws,  look  v&"  saki  Long  Alien, 
"  only  for  beinga  Turk,  as  his  father  was  before  him. 
Had  he  been  Christian  turned  heathen,  I  grant  yoa 
the  hottest  comer  had  been  good  winter  quarters  for 
him." 

"Hold  thy  peace.  Long  Allen,"  said  Henry 
Woodstall;  *'I  tell  thee  that  tongue  of  thine  is  not 
the  shortest  limb  about  thee,  and!  prophecy  thatil 
will  bring  thee  into  disgrace  with  Father  Francis, 
as  once  about  the  blacK-eyed  Syrian  wench.—Bot 
here  comes  the  horn.— Be  active  a  oit,  man,  wilt  thooi 
and  just  force  open  his  teeth  with  the  haft  of  thy 
dudgeon-dagger.' 

"Hold,  hold- he  is  conformable,"  sak)  Tomalin; 
"see,  see,  he  signs  for  the  goblet---eive  him  rooin, 
boys.  Oop  9eM  e«,  quoth  the  Dutchman— down  it 
goes  hke  lamb's-wool!  Nay,  they  are  true  topers 
when  once  they  hegin— your  Ixirk  never  coughs  in  bis 
cup,  or  stints  in  his  liquoring." 

In  fact,  the  dervise^  or  whatever  he  was,  drank,  or 
at  least  seemed  to  dnnk,  the  large  flagon  to  the  very 
bottom  at  a  single  puU ;  and  when  he  took  it  from  lus 
lips,  after  the  whole  contents  were  exhausted,  only 
uttered,  with  a  deep  sigh,  the  words  Alkb  kerim,  or 
God  is  merdfuL  There  was  a  laugh  among  the  yeo- 
men who  witnessed  this  pottle-deep  potation,  so 
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obMrepCTou&  as  fo  ioum  and  diituib  the  Kinf^,  who, 
niaioK  his  finder,  said,  onsriily,  "How,  knaves,  no 
mpfct,  no  observanw!  7" 

All  were  it  once  hu^hod  into  silence,  well  acquaint- 
fi  with  the  temper  of  Richsrd,  which  at  some  times 
•dtuitted  of  much  military  famitiaritv,  and  at  others 
ei.iiicd  the  most  precise  respect,  although  the  latter 
humour  was  of  much  more  rare  occurrence.  Hast- 
foinf;  to  a  more  reverent  distance  from  the  royal 
person,  they  attempted  to  drag  along  with  them  the 
manbbut,  who,  exhausted  apparentiv  by  previous 
fatigue,  iir  overpiowered  by  the  potent  draught  he  had 

Crx  twnllowed,  resisted  being  moved  from  the  spot, 
ith  with  struggles  and  groans. 

"Leave  him  still,  ye  fools,"  whispered  Long 
Allen  to  his  mates  ;  "  by  Saint  Christopher,  vou 
•Tllmake  our  Dickon  so  beside  himself  and  we  snail 
b)>e  hit  dagger  presently  fly  at  our  costards.  Leave 
bin  alone,  in  less  than  a  minute  he  will  sleep  like  a 
dormouse.' 

At  the  same  moment,  the  Monarch  darted  another 
impatient  glance  to  the  spot,  and  all  retreated  in  haste, 
k&Ting  thederviseon  the  ground,  unable,  as  it  seem- 
ed, to  stir  a  single  limb  or  joint  of  his  body.  ,  In  a 
mooieot  afterward,  all  was  as  still  and  quiet  as  it  had 
b«en  before  the  intrusion. 


CHAPTER  XXL 

-and  wither*<t  Murder. 


Almn'd    br  his  wentinel.  Ui«  wolf. 
Vhow  liofkl'*  Ilia  watcli,  thui  wim  hi*  Ptcalthy  psM, 
Wiib  Tvquin'*  mvisliinr  vtridea,  towarda  hia  deaifo 
Moraa  like  a  ghost- MacbctM. 

FuB  the  space  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  longer, 
if>r  the  incident  related,  all  remainedperfecily  quiet 
a  the  firont  of  the  royal  habitation.  Tne  King  read, 
and  mused  in  the  entrance  of  his  pavilion— behind, 
ind  wjh  his  back  turned  to  the  same  entrance,  the 
Njtian  slave  still  burnished  the  ample  pavesse— 
J)  front  of  all,  at  a  himdred  paces  distant,  the  yeo- 
nra  of  the  guard  stood,  sat,  or  lav  extended  on  the 
pus,  attentive  to  their  own  sports,  but  pursuing  them 
.n  ^nce.  while  on  the  esplanade  betwixt  them  and 
lit  front  of  the  tent,  lay,  scarcely  to  be  distinguishefi 
fr>ra  a  bundle  of  ra^  the  senseless  Ibrin  of  the 
DirabouL 

But  the  Nubian  had  the  advantage  of  a  mirror, 
f!Kn  the  brilUant  reflection  which  the  surface  of  the 
iixhiv  polished  shield  now  afforded,  by  means  of 
vhrn  be  beheld,  to  his  alarm  and  surprise,  that  the 
zunbout  raised  his  head  gently  from  tno  ground,  so 
u  to  survey  all  around  him,  moving  with  a  well- 
id  :uned  precaution,  which  seemed  entirely  inconsist- 
«nt  with  a  state  of  ebriety.  He  couchcxl  his  head 
tiL'Unily,  as  if  satisfied  he  was  unobserved,  and  began, 
«ith  the  slightest  possible  appearance  of  voluntary 
fflbrt,  to  drag  himself,  as  if  by  chance,  ever  nearer  and 
Dearer  to  the  King,  but  stopping,  and  remaining  fixed 
a  intervals,  like  the  spider,  which,  moving  towards 
ber  object,  collapses  into  spparent  lifelessness,  when 
^thinks  she  is  the  subject  of  observation.  This 
ipMies  of  movement  appeared  suspicious  to  the  Ethi- 
opian, who,  on  his  part,  prepared  nimseli;  as  quietly 
If  possible,  to  interfere,  the  mstant  that  interference 
ib<»ld  seem  to  be  necessary. 

The  marabout  mean  while  glided  on  gradually  snd 
naperceptibly,  serpent-like,  or  rather  snail-like,  till  he 
ma  about  ten  yani a'  distance  from  Richard's  person, 
when,  starting  on  hia  feet,  he  sprung  forward  with 
Ui-e  bound  of  a  tiger,  stood  at  the  King's  back  in  less 
iban  an  instant,  and  brandished  aloft  the  cangiar.  or 
pcoord,  which  he  had  hidden  in  his  sleeve.  Not 
tae  presence  of  his  whole  army  could  have  saved 
tbor  heroic  Monarch— but  the  motions  of  the  Nubian 
Ind  been  as  well  calculaledas  those  of  the  enthusiast, 
tod  He  the  latter  could  strike,  the  former  caught  his 

£  lifted  arm.  Turning  his  fanatical  wrath  upon  what 
us  noexpectedJx  interposed  betwixt  him  and  his 
object,  the  Charcgite,  for  such  was  the  seeming  mar- 
mt,  dealt  the  Nubian  a  blow  with  the  dagger, 
vliich,  however,  only  grazed  his  arm,  while  the  far 
vipefior  strength  of  the  Bthiopian  easily  dashed  him 
to  the  ground.    A  wmre  of  what  had  passed,  Richard 


had  now  arisen,  and  with  little  more  ol  surprise^ 
anger,  or  interest  of  any  kind  in  his  countenance, 
than  an  ordinary  man  would  show  in  brushing 
off  and  crushing  an  intrusive  wasp,  caught  up  the 
stool  on  which  he  had  been  sitting,  and  exclaim- 
ing only,  "Ha,  dog!*'  dashed  almost  to  pieces  the 
skull  of  the  assassin,  who  uttered  twice,  once  in  a 
loud,  and  once  in  a  broken  tone,  the  words  "  Allah 
ackbar !"— God  is  victorious— and  expired  at  the 
King's  feet. 

"Ve  are  careful  warders,"  said  Richard  to  his 
archers,  in  a  tone  of  scornful  reproach,  as,  aroused 
hy  the  bustle  of  what  had  passed,  in  terror  and  tumult 
they  now  rushed  into  his  tent ;— "  watchful  sentinels 
ye  are,  to  leave  me  to  du  such  hangman's  work  with 
my  own  hand.— Be  silent  all  of  you,  and  cease  your 
senseless  clamour !  saw  ye  never  a  dead  Turk  before  1 
—Here— cast  that  carrion  out  of  the  camp,  strike  the 
head  from  the  trunk,  and  stick  it  on  a  lance,  taking 
core  to  turn  the  face  to  Mecca,  that  he  may  the  easier 
tell  the  foul  impostor,  on  whose  inspiration  he  came 
hither,  how  he  has  sped  on  his  errand.— For  thee, 
my  swart  and  silent  friend."  he  added,  turning  to  the 
Ethiopian—"  But  how's  this '?— thou  art  wounded — 
and  with  a  poisoned  weapon,  I  warrant  me.  for  by 
force  of  stab  so  weak  an  animal  as  that  could  scarce 
hope  to  do  more  than  raze  the  lion's  hide.— Suck  the 
poison  from  his  wound  one  of  you— the  venom  is 
harmless  on  the  lips,  though  fatal  when  it  mingles 
with  the  blood." 

The  yeomen  looked  on  each  other  confusedly  and 
with  hesitation,  the  apprehension  of  so  strange  a 
danger  prevailing  with  those  who  feared  no  other. 

"How  now,  sirrahs,"  continued  the  King,  "are 
you  dainty-Upped,  or  do  you  fear  death,  that  you  dally 
thus  7" 

"  Not  the  death  of  a  man,"  said  Long  Allen,  to 
whom  the  Kin^  looked  as  he  spoke ;  "  but  methinks 
I  would  not  die  like  a  poisoned  rat  for  the  sake  of  a 
black  chattel  there,  that  is  bought  and  sold  in  a  market 
like  a  Martlenias  ox." 

"  His  Grace  speaks  to  men  of  sucking  poison," 
muttered  another  yeoman,  "  as  if  he  said.  Go  t(s 
swallow  a  gooseberry !" 

"  Nay,"  said  Ri(rhard,  "  I  never  bade  man  do  that 
which  1  would  not  do  myself." 

And,  without  further  ceremony,  and  in  spite  of  the 
general  expostulations  of  those  around,  and  the  re- 
spectful opposition  of  the  Nubian  himself,  the  King 
of  England  applied  his  lips  to  the  wound  of  the  black 
slave,  treating  with  ridicule  all  remonstrances,  and 
overpowering  all  resistance.  He  had  no  sooner  in- 
termitted his  singular  occupation,  than  the  Nubian 
started  from  him,  and,  casting  a  scarf  over  his  arm, 
intimated  by  gestures,  as  firm  in  purpose  as  they 
were  respectful  in  manner,  his  determination  not  to 
permit  the  Monarch  to  renew  so  degrading  an  em- 
ployment. Long  Allen  also  interposed,  saying,  that 
if  it  were  necessary  to  prevent  the  King  engaging 
again  in  a  treatment  of  this  kind,  his  own  lips, 
tongue,  and  teeth,  were  at  the  service  of  the  neg^, 
(as  he  called  the  Ethiopian,)  and  that  he  would  eat 
him  lip  bodily,  rather  than  King  Richard's  mouth 
should  again  approach  him. 

Neville,  who  entered  with  other  officers,  added  hit 
remonstrances. 

"  Nay,  nay,  make  not  a  needless  halloo  about  a 
hart  that  the  hounds  have  lost,  or  a  danger  when  it 
is  over,"  said  the  King—"  the  wound  willbe  a  trifle, 
for  the  blood  is  scarce  drawn— an  angry  cat  had  dealt 
a  deeper  scratch— and  for  me,  I  have  but  to  take  a. 
drachm  of  orvietan  by  way  of  precaution,  though  it  is 
needless." 

Thus  spoke  Richard,  a  little  ashamed,  perhaps,  of 
his  own  condescension,  though  sanctioned  both  by 
humanity  and  gratitude.  But  when  Neville  continued 
to  make  remonstrances  on  the  peril  to  his  royal  person, 
the  King  imposed  silence  on  him.  «  ,.    . 

"  Peace.  I  prithee — make  no  more  of  it— I  did  it  but 
to  show  these  ignorant  prejudiced  knaves  how  they 
might  help  each  other  whnii  these  cowardly  caitins 
come  against  us  with  sarbacanes  and  poisoned  shafU. 
— But,'^he  added,  "take  thee  this  Nubian  to  thy 
quarters,  Neville— I  have  changed  my  mind  touching 
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him— let  him  be  well  cated  for— But  hark  in  thine 
ear-eee  that  he  eacapea  thee  not— there  ia  more  in 
Lim  than  seems.  Let  him  have  all  Uberty,  so  that 
he  leave  not  the  camp.— And  you,  ye  beef-devoaring. 
wine  swilling  English  mastiffs,  get  ye  to  voor  guard 
again,  and  be  sure  you  keep  it  more  warilv.  Think 
not  you  are  now  in  vour  own  land  of  fair  play,  where 
men  apeak  before  they  strike,  and  ahake  hands  ere 
thev  cut  throats.  Danger  in  our  land  walks  openly, 
and  with  his  blade  drawn,  and  defies  the  foe  whom 
he  means  to  assault ;  but  here,  he  challenges  you 
with  a  silk  glove  instead  of  a  steel-gauntlet,  cuts  your 
throat  with  the  feather  of  a  turtie-dove,  stabs  you 
with  the  tongue  of  a  priest's  brooch,  or  throttles  you 
with  the  lace  of  my  lady's  bodice.  Go  to— keep  your 
eves  open  and  your  mouths  shut— drink  less  and  look 
sharper  about  you ;  or  I  will  place  your  huge  stomachs 
on  such  short  allowance,  as  would  pinch  the  stomach 
of  a  patient  Scottishman." 

The  yeomen,  abashed  and  mortified,  withdrew  to 
their  post,  and  Neville  was  beginning  to  remonstrate 
with  nis  master  upon  the  risk  of  passing  over  thus 
sightly  their  negligence  upon  their  duty,  and  the  pro- 
priety of  an  example  in  a  case  so  pecnliarlv  aggravated 
as  the  permitting  one  so  suspicious  as  the  marabout 
to  approach  within  dagger's  length  of  his  peraop, 
when  Richard  interrupted  him  with  "  Speak  not  of  it, 
Neville— wouldst  thou  have  me  avenge  a  pettv  risk 
to  myself  more  severely  than  the  loss  of  England's 
banner  ?  It  has  been  stolen— stolen  by  a  thief,  or 
delivered  up  by  a  traitor,  and  no  blood  has  been  shed 
for  it.— My  sable  friend,  thou  art  an  expounder  of 
mysteries,  siith  the  illustrious  Soldan— now  would  I 
give  ihee  thine  own  weight  in  gold,  if,  by  raising  one 
attU  blacker  than  thyself,  or  by  what  other  means 
thou  wilt,  thou  couldst  show  me  the  thief  who  did 
mine  honour  that  wrong.    What  aay'st  thou  1  ha  !" 

The  mute  seemed  desirous  to  speak,  but  uttered 
only  that  imperfect  sound  proper  to  his  melancholy 
condition,  then  folded  his  arms,  looked  op  the  King 
with  an  eye  of  intelligence,  and  nodded  in  answer  to 
his  question. 

"HowT  said  Richard,  with  jojrfirf  impauence. 
"Wilt  thoa  undertake  to  make  discovery  m  this 
matter?" 

The  Nubian  slave  repeated  the  same  motion. 

"But  how  ahall  we  understand  each  other?"  said 
the  King.—"  Canst  thou  write,  good  fellow  ?" 

The  Slave  again  nodded  in  assent. 

"  Give  him  writing- tools,"  said  the  King.  "  They 
were  readier  in  my  father's  tent  than  mine— but  they 
be  somewhere  about,  if  this  scorching  chmate  have 
not  dried  up  the  ink.— Why,  this  fellow  is  a  jewel— a 
black  diamond,  Neville." 

"  So  pleaae  you^  my  liege,"  said  Neville, "  if  I  might 
apeak  my  poor  mind,  it  were  ill  dealing  in  this  ware. 
This  man  must  be  a  wizard,  and  wizards  deal  Miith 
the  Enemy,  who  hath  most  interest  to  sow  tares 
among  the  wheat,  and  bring  dissension  into  our 
eouncils,  and" 


"Peace,  Neville,"  said  Richard.*  "Halloo  to  tout 
oorthem  hound  when  he  is  close  on  the  haunch  of 
the  deer,  and  hope  to  recall  him,  but  aeek  not  to 
•top  Planiagenet  when  he  hath  hope  to  retrieve  his 
honour." 

The  alave,  who  during  thia  discussion  had  been 
writing,  in  which  art  he  aeemed  skilful,  now  arose, 
and  pressing  what  he  had  written  to  his  brow,  pros- 
trated himself  as  usual,  ere  he  delivered  it  into  the 
King's  handa.  The  acroll  was  in  French,  although 
their  intercourse  had  hitherto  been  conducted  by 
Richard  in  the  lingua  Franca. 

"  To  Richard^  the  conquering  and  invincible  King 
of  England,  this  from  the  humblest  of  his  slavee. 
Uystenoua  are  the  a^ed  caskets  of  Heaven,  but 
wisdom  may  devise  means  to  open  the  lock.  Were 
jroor  slave  stationed  where  the  leaders  of  the  Chris- 
tian host  were  made  to  pass  before  him  in  order, 
doubt  nothing,  that  if  he  who  did  the  injury  whereof 
my  King  complains  shall  be  among  the  number,  he 
may  be  made  manifest  in  his  iniquity,  though  it  be 
hidden  under  seven  veils."  .,      .     . 

"  Now,  by  Saint  George !"   said  King  Richard,    There  has  no  sooner  anjr  one  done  me  sood  aervies^ 
**  ihoa  bast  spoken  most  opportunely.- Neville,  thoa   but  lo  you,  he  cancels  his  interest  in  me  oy  some  d«p 


know'st,  that  when  we  muater  our  troops  to-morrow, 
the  princes  have  agreed,  that  to  expiate  the  affiont 
eflered  to  England  in  the  theft  of  her  Banner,  the 
leaden  shoula  pass  our  new  standard  as  it  floats  oo 
Saint  George's  Mount,  and  salute  it  with  formal  re- 
gard. Believe  me,  the  secret  traitor  will  not  dare  to 
absent  himself  from  an  expurgation  so  splemrLleac 
his  very  absence  should  be  matter  of  suspicion.  There 
will  we  place  our  sable  man  of  counsel,  and,  if  his  art 
can  detect  the  villain,  leave  me  to  deal  with  him." 

"*  My  liege,"  said  Neville,  with  the  frankness  of  sn 
English  baron.  "  beware  what  work  you  begin.  Here 
is  the  concord  of  our  holy  league  unexpectedly  re- 
newed—will you,  upon  auch  ausptcion  aa  a  imbiid 
slave  can  instil,  tear  open  wounds  so  lately  closea — 
or  will  you  use  the  solemn  procession,  adopted  for  the 
reparation  of  your  honour,  and  establishment  of  unsf 
nimity  amount  the  discording  princes,  as  the  mesne 
of  again  finding  out  new  cause  of  ofienoe,  or  reviving 
ancient  quarrels  ?  It  were  scarce  too  strong  to  sav, 
this  were  a  breach  of  the  declaration  your  Grace  made 
to  the  assembled  Council  of  the  Crusade." 

"  Neville,"  said  the  King,  sternly  interrupting  him, 
"  thy  zeal  makes  thee  presumptuous  and  unmannerly. 
Never  did  I  promise  to  abstain  from  taking  whatever 
meana  were  most  promising,  to  discover  the  iofii- 
mous  author  of  the  attao!^  on  my  honour.  Ere  I  had 
done  so,  I  would  have  renounced  my  kingdom — my 
life.  All  my  declarations  were  under  this  necessary 
and  absolute  Qualification ;— only,  if  .iustria  had  step- 
ped forth  and  owned  the  injury  like  a  man,  I  imif- 
fered,  for  the  sake  of  Christendom,  to  have  forgiven 
kirn*' 

"  But,"  continued  the  baron,  anxiously,  "  what  bops 
that  this  juggling  slave  of  Saladia  will  not  palter  with 
your  Grace  ?" 

"Peace,  Neville."  aaid  the  King;  "thou  think'sc 
thyself  mighty  wise,  and  art  but  a  fool.  Mind  thoa 
my  charge  touching  this  fellow — there  is  more  in 
him  than  thy  Westmoreland  wit  can  fiithom.— And 
thou,  swart  and  silent,  prepare  to  perform  the  foal 
thou  hast  promised,  and,  by  the  word  of  a  King,  thoa 
shalt  chooae  thine  own  recompense.— Lo,  he  writes 
again." 

The  mute  accordingly  wrote  and  ddivered  to  the 
King,  with  the  same  form  as  before,  another  slip  of 

Saper,  containing  these  words.— "The  will  of  the 
ling  is  the  law  to  his  slave— nor  doth  it  beoMxie  him 
to  ask  guerdon  for  discharge  of  his  devoir." 

"  Guerdon  and  devoir  r  said  the  Kiitt  intemmC- 
ing  himself  as  he  read,  and  speaking  to  Neville  in  the 
Enalish  tongue  with  some  emphasis  on  the  words,— 
"  These  Eastern  people  will  profit  by  the  Cmsaden 
—they  are  acouiring  the  language  of  chivalry  I— And 
see,  Neville,  how  discomposed  that  fellow  looks- 
were  it  not  for  his  colour  he  would  blush.  I  should 
not  think  it  strange  if  he  underetood  what  I  say — they 
are  perilous  linguists." 

"  The  poor  slave  cannot  endure  vour  Gnce^s  eye^*' 
said  Neville;  " it  is  nothing  more. 

"  Well,  but,"  continued  the  King,  striking  the  psper 
with  his  finger,  as  he  proceeded,  "  thia  boloacroU  pro- 
ceeds to  say,  tnat  our  trusty  mute  is  charesd  with  • 
measage  firom  Saladin  to  the  Lady  Edith  Plantains- 
net,  and  craves  means  and  opportunity  to  deliver  it 
What  think'at  thou  of  a  request  so  modest— 4ia,  Nis- 
ville?" 

"I  cannot  say,"  aaid  Neville,  "how  such  frsedom 
may  relish  with  your  Grace ;  but  the  leaas  of  ths 
messenger's  neck  would  be  a  short  one,  who  shonld 
carry  such  a  request  to  the  Soldan  on  ths  part  of 
your  Majesty." 

"  Nay,  I  thank  Heaven  that  I  covet  none  of  his 
sunburnt  beauties,"  aaid  Richard ;  "  and  for  punish- 
ing this  fellow  for  discharging  his  maater^a  errand, 
and  that  when  he  has  just  saved  mv  life— methinks  it 
were  aomething  too  aummary.  I'll  tell  thee,  Neville^ 
a  aecret— for,  although  our  sable  and  mute  minister 
be  present,  he  cannot,  thou  know'st,  tell  itoveranin, 
even  if  he  ahould  chance  tounderetand  us— I  tell  thee^ 
that,  for  this  formisht  past,  I  have  basn  under  a 
strange  spell,  and  I  would  1  were  dtenchantsd. 
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iajnnr ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  he  who  hath  deserved 
death  at  my  hands  for  some  treachery  or  some  insult, 
is  sore  to  he  the  yery  person,  of  all  others,  who  con- 
fers iqion  me  seme  obligation  that  overbalances  his 
demerits,  and  renders  rmite  of  his  sentence  a  debt 
due  from  my  honour.  Thus,  thou  seest,  I  am  de- 
prived of  the  best  part  of  my  royal  function,  si'ice  I 
can  neither  punish  men  nor  reward  them.  Until  the 
infloenoe  of  this  disqualifying  planet  be  passed  awsy, 
I  will  say  nothing  concerning  the  request  of  this  our 
sable  attendant,  save  that  it  is  sn  unusually  bold  one, 
end  that  his  best  chance  of  finding  gmce  m  our  eyes 
will  be,  to  endeavour  to  make  the  discovery  which  be 
proposes  to  achieve  in  our  behalf!  Mean  while,  Ne- 
ville, do  thou  look  well  to  him,  and  let  him  be  honour- 
ably cared  for. — ^And  hark  thee  once  more,''  he  said, 
in  a  low  whisper,  "  seek  out  yonder  hermit  of  Kn- 
fiddi,  and  bnng  him  to  me  forthwith,  be  he  saint 
or  savage^  madman  or  sane.  Let  me  see  him  pri- 
vately."^ 

Neville  retired  from  the  royal  tent,  signing  to  the 
Nubian  to  follow  him.  and  much  suipnsed  at  what 
hs  had  seen  and  heard,  and  especially  at  the  unusual 
demeanour  of  the  Kiiig.  In  ffeneral,  no  task  was  so 
easy  as  to  discover  RichanTs  immediate  course  of 
■entiment  and  feeling,  though  it  might,  in  some  cases, 
be  difficult  to  calculate  its  duration;  for  no  weather- 
eock  obeyed  the  changing  wind  more  readily,  than 
die  King  his  gusts  of  passion.  But,  on  the  present 
occasion,  his  msnner  seemed  unusually  constrained 
and  mystenousi  nor  was  it  easy  to  guess  whether  dis- 
pleasure or  kindness  predominated  in  his  conduct 
towards  his  new  dependant,  or  in  the  looks  with 
which,  from  time  to  timci  he  regarded  him.  The 
ready  service  which  the  King  had  rendered  to  coun- 
teract the  bad  effects  of  the  rfubian's  wound,  might 
seem  to  balance  the  obligation  confened  on  him  oy 
the  slave^  when  he  intercepted  the  blow  of  the  assas- 
sin ;  but  It  seemed,  as  a  much  longer  account  remain- 
ed to  be  arraiHSed  between  them,  thst  the  Monarch 
was  doubtful  whether  the  settlement  might  leave 
him,  upon  the  whole,  debtor  or  creditor,  and  that, 
therefore,  be  assumed,  in  the  mean  time,  a  neutral  de- 
meanour, which  might  suit  with  either  character..  As 
for  the  Nubian,  by  whatever  means  he  had  acquired 
the  art  of  writing  the  European  languages,  the  King 
nm^Tted  convinced  that  the  English  tongue  at  least 
was  unJtnown  to  him,  8ipc&  having  watched  him 
doeelv  during  the  last  part  ot  the  interview,  he  con- 
oeiveu  it  impossible  for  any  one  understanding  a  con- 
versation, of  which  he  was  himself  the  sumect,  to 
have  so  completely  avoided  the  appearance  of^taking 
an  interest  in  it. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

W1io*t  tbereY— Apjiraaeh— 'tis  kindlj  done- 
My  leanwd  phyaieun  and  a  friend. 

SU  EUSTASS  Gbst. 

OiTB  narrative  retrogrades  to  s  period  shortly  pre- 
9  vious  to  the  incidents  last  mentioned,  when,  as  the 
reader  most  remember,  the  unfortunate  Knight  of  the 
Leopard,  bestowed  upon  the  Arabian  physiciiin  by 
King  Richard,  rather  as  a  slave  than  in  any  other  ca- 
paaty,  was  exiled  from  the  camp  of  the  Crusaders, 
m  whose  ranks  he  had  so  often  and  so  brilliantly  dis- 
ungnished  himself.  He  followed  hie  new  master,  for 
so  we  must  now  term  the  Hakim,  to  the  Moorish 
tents  which  contained  his  retinue  and  his  property, 
with  the  stupified  feelings  of  one,  who,  fallen  from 
the  summit  of  a  precipice:  and  escaping  une.xpectedly 
with  hfe,  is  just  able  to  drag  himself  from  the  fatal 
ipot,  but  without  the  power  of  estimating  the  extent 
of  the  damage  which  he  has  sustained.  Arrived  at 
the  lent,  he  threw  himself,  without  speech  of  any 
kind,  upon  a  couch  of  dressed  buffalo's  hide,  which 
was  pointed  out  to  him  by  his  conductor,  and,  hiding 
liis  foce  betwixt  his  hands,  groaned  heavily,  as  if  his 
hesrt  were  on  the  point  oi  hursting.  The  physician 
beard  him,  as  be  was  giving  orders  to  his  numerous 
domestics  to  prepare  for  tneir  departure  the  next 
iDoraiog  before  daybreak,  and,  moved  with  coropas- 
aioD,  interrupted  his  occupation,  to  sit  down,  cross- 


legged,  by  the  side  of  his  couch,  and  administer  com- 
fbrt  according  to  the  Oriental  manner. 

"  My  friend,"  he  said,  "  be  of  good  comfort— for 
what  ssyeth  the  poet—it  is  better  that  a  man  should 
be  the  servant  of  a  kind  master,  than  the  slave  of  his 
own  wild  passions.  Again,  be  of  good  courage ;  be- 
cause, whereas  Ysouf  Ben  Yagoube  was  sold  to  a 
King  by  his  brethren,  even  to  Pharaoh  King  of  Egypt, 
thy  King  hath,  on  the  other  hand,  bestowed  thee  on 
one  who  will  be  to  thee  as  a  brother." 

Sir  Kenneth  made  an  effort  to  thank  the  Hakim, 
but  his  heart  was  too  full,  and  the  indistinct  sounds 
which  accompanied  his  abortive  attempts  to  reply, 
induced  the  kind  physician  to  desist  from  his  prema- 
ture endeavours  at  consolation.  He  left  his  new  do- 
mestic, or  guest,  in  quiet,  to  indulge  his  sorrows,  and 
having  commanded  all  the  necessary  preparations 
for  their  departure  on  the  morning,  sat  down  upon 
the  carpet  of  the  tent,  and  indulged  himself  in  a, mode- 
rate repast.  After  he  had  thus  refreshed  himself, 
similar  viands  were  offered  to  the  Scottish  Knight  s 
but  though  the  slaves  let  him  understand  that  the 
nex\  day  would  be  far  advanced  ere  they  would  halt 
for  the  purpose  of  refreshment,  Sir  Kenneth  could  not 
oveicome  the  disgust  which  he  felt  against  swallow- 
ing any  nourishment,  and  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
taete  notbing,  saving  a  draught  of  cold  water. 

He  was  awake,  long  after  his  Arab  host  bad  per- 
formed his  usual  devotions,  and  betaken  himself  to 
hie  repose,  nor  had  sleep  visited  him  at  the  hour  of 
midnight,  when  a  movement  took  place  among  the 
domestics,  which,  though  attended  with  no  speech, 
and  very  little  noise,  made  him  aware  they  were  load- 
ing the  camels  aixl  preparing  for  departure.  In  the 
course  of  these  prq;)arationB,  the  last  person  who 
was  disturbed,  excepting  the  physician  himself^  was 
the  Knight  of  Scotland^  whom,  about  three  in  the 
morning,  a  sort  of  major-domo,  or  master  of  the 
household,  acquainted  that  he  must  arise. ,  He  did  so, 
without  farther  answer,  and  followed  him  into  the 
moonlight,  where  stood  the  camels,  most  of  which 
were  already  loaded,  and  >jne  only  remained  kneehng 
until  its  bunlen  should  be  completed. 

A  Uttle  apart  from  the  ramels  stood  a  number  of 
horses  ready  bridled  and  soddled,  and  the  Hakim 
himself,  coming  forth,  mounted  on  one  of  them  with 
as  muco  agility  as  the  grave  decorum  of  his  charac- 
ter permitted,  and  directed  another,  which  he  pointed 
out,  to  be  led  towards  Sir  Kenneth.  An  Enghsh  offi- 
cer was  in  attendance,  to  escort  them  through  the 
camp  of  the  Crusaders,  and  to  ensure  their  leavios  it 
in  ssfety,  and  all  was  ready  for  their  departure.  The 
pavilion  which  they  had  left,  was,  in  the  mean  whil& 
struck  with  singular  despatch,  and  the  tent-poles  and 
coverings  composed  the  burden  of  the  Isst  camel- 
when  the  physician,  pronouncing  solemnly  the  verse 
of  the  Koran,  "  God  be  our  guid&  and  Mahommed 
our  protector,  in  the  desert  as  in  the  watered  field, 
the  whole  cavalcade  was  instantly  in  motion. 

In  traversing  the  camp,  they  were  chsllenged  by 
the  various  sentinels  who  maintained  guard  ther& 
and  suffered  to  proceed  in  silence,  or  with  a  muttered 
curse  upon  their  prophet,  as  they  passed  the  post  of 
some  more  zealous  Crusader.  At  length,  the  last 
barriere  were  left  behind  them,  and  the  party  formed 
themselves  for  the  march  with  military  precauuon« 
Two  or  three  horsemen  advanced  in  froiit  as  a  van- 
guard ;  one  or  two  remained  a  bow-shot  in  the  rear; 
and,  wherever  the  ground  admitted,  othere  were  de- 
tached to  keep  an  outlook  on  the. flanks.  In  this 
manner  they  proceeded  onward,  while  Sir  Kenneth, 
looking  back  on  the  moonlight  camp,  might  now  in- 
deed seem  banished,  deprived  at  once  of  honour  and 
of  liberty,  from  the  glimmering  bannera  under  which 
he  had  hoped  to  gain  additional  renown,  and  the 
tented  dwellings  of  chivalry,  of  Christianity,  and— of 
Edith  Plantagenet. 

The  Hakim,  who  rode  by  his  side,  observed,  in  his 
usual  tone  of  sententious  consolation—"  It  is  unwise 
to  look  back  when  the  joumesr  lieth  forward;"  and  as 
he  spoke,  the  horse  of  the  knight  made  such  a  peril- 
ous stumble,  as  threatened  to  add  a  practical  moral 
to  the  tale. 

The  knight  was  compelled  by  this  hint  to  give  mors 


thsn  once  requiiod  the ,, . 

check-bridle,  ilthoueh.  In  olher  renpecls,  nothi 
could  be  more  esiy  at  once;  md  active,  than  I 
ambling  pace  at  wbieb  (be  aniniBl  (which  was 

"  The  conditions  of  that  horw,"  obiervsd  the  K 
lenliouaphynciBn,  "are  like  those  of  human  Tortun 
Keino:  that  amidst  hia  moat  awiTi  and  eaay  pai 
(he  rid«r  muat guaid  himaelf  BgiiinBI  n  fall,  andtl: 
i(  la  when  proepiTii)'  is  il  ihe  Tiigheat,  thai  our  pi 
denca  should  be  awake  and  vigilant,  lo  prevent  m 


lified  and  ban  sued 

became  aomeiliing  impatient  ol  hearing  nia  misery 
made,  at  every  lum,  the  BTound  of  proverbs  and 
■potluitpu,  however  jusi  and  apposite. 

"Melbinks,"  he  nid,  rather  peeviehlj',  "1  wanted 
m  additknal  illualration  of  the  instabllilf  of  fortune 
—though  I  would  thank  thee,  Sir  Hakim,  for  ihy 


TALES  OF  THE  CRUSADERS. 

During  the  roci 


r  aba  traded  b] 
anally  awakenett  b^ 
wicker  enclosure  su 


[Cmm.  UUL 

..„  the  ■lloiUon  of  the  aiile, 
ly  his  own  deep  BDiTUw,  wu  oe- 
by  the  low  waU  of  B  doK  nend 
suspended  on  one  of  theramd^ 
iced  woodsman,  he  hadnobw- 
lationin  recognising  to  be  that  of  his  own  fulhU 
hound;  and  ln>m  theplainlive  lonoof  the  smnii].ka 
liad  no  doubt  that  he  was  sennble  uf  hi*  masM'i 
vicinity,  and,  in  his  way,  invoking  hia  asaitaiMS  ii 

"AIDS  1  poor  Roewa]."  he  aaid,  "ihauealkaslftH'nd 
and  sympathy  upon  one  in  stiicier  bondage  than  thaa 
ihyaelf  art.  I  will  not  Nvm  to  henl  thee,  or  tetn 
thy  afleciion,  since  11  would  serve  but  to  load  our  laiV 

Thus  passed  the  houis  of  night,  arid  the  ^ 


7! 


* 


.  ...,  ..,art,  that  the  _„ 

is  guest,  tbe  younger  and  better  borac^ 
le  old  one  for  himself ;  but  know,  thai 
'ic  older  ateed  may  be  compensalHl  by 


rian  tnarning.  But  when  the  very  Grat  liiw  of  tn 
sun's  disk  b^nn  to  rise  abOYc  the  level  hotiiMi,  aad 
when  the  very  first  level  my  shot  Eiiminenng  in  dew 
along  Ihe  surface  of  the  deaert.  Which  tbe  ir*>eU«s 
had  now  atwined,  the  sunoroua  voicb  of  El  Halia 

'  the  lale-tellL-r,  while  he  cau»d  lo  resound  ■longlha 

:  aandi  the  eolcmn  summons,   which   the  immiM 

thunder  at  muruinij  from  the  minaret  of  every  ■n'lana: 

"To  prayer^io  rirayer]  (lod  is  the  one  God— Ta 

'Byci—lo  prayer  1  Hahommed  is  the  prophei  ef  Ood. 
■To  pi ■    "         '"  -  ■--  '- 


-ie  defects  of . ,  .,-  „..., , 

the  eneigies  of  Ihe  young  rider,  whereas  the  violence 
of  Ihe  young  horse  requires  to  be  moderated  by  the 
cold  temper  nf  iKr  i>M>r  " 

didSir'Seni        ..._ , ..   ._  

•ids n,  wearied,  perhaps,  of  administering  comrorl  to 
one  who  would  not  be  comforted,  signed  to  one  of  hit 

"Hassan,"  iie  said,  "hasi  thou  nothing  wherewith 
lo  beguile  the  way  ?" 
HuBDn,  story-teller  and  poet  by  proIesHon,  fpurred 

nn.    iinnn    ihin   Kiminnn>    in   .■.mrim   his  caliiug.— 

addrcaeine  tht 
!  angel  Airael 
mer  than  Soli- 

'VI,  uiHjii  yaumi  eiKiict  waa  inscrtiied 

^fiHbid't  Heav^"thBt  whil^Ihou''trnvllte^t 
ICO,  bearing  hoBlina  and 

be  aaddenaj for  Uck  of  thetnlenudof  tfaesone.  Be- 
hold, while  thy  servant  is  at  thy  aidu,  he  wITl  pour 
forth  the  ircasures  of  his  memory,  as  Ihe  fountain 
■endeih  her  stream  beside  the  pathway,  for  the  m- 
fteshment  of  him  that  walketh  thereon.'' 

After  this  exordium,  Hasaan  uplifted  his  voice,  and 
began  a  tale  of  love  and  ma«ic,  inleraiixt'd  withfeatE 
of  warlike  achievement,  ancTomamented  with  abund- 
ant quotations  (mm  the  Persian  pouts,  with  whose 

of  the  physician,  such  excepted  aa  wera  neceasaril].' 
detained  in  atlendonee  on  Ihs  camels,  thronged  up  to 
the  narralor,  and  preaaod  U  cloae  aa  deference  for 
their  master  pcrmiited,  to  enjoy  the  delight  which  ibi- 
inbabilanu  of  the  East  have  ever  derived  frooi  tfaie 
^iBciesof  eihibition. 

At  another  time,  notwithstanding  hie  imperfect 
knowledge  of  "' —  "----  - --':^-- 


V>  prayer— to  prayerl    Time  is  flying  lioni  na 
'o  prayer — loprayer!  JudBineniisdrBwingiiigll* 


"Xord  of  the  palace  of  life,"  he  sa 
physician,  "  thou,  brl^ire  whom 
apreadelh  his  wings  for  flight— Iboi 
maun  Ben  Dsoud,  upon  waoae  slv 

«iiich  controla  the 
Heaven,  that  w><i 

if  benevolence,  b 


In  an  instant  each  Moslem  cast  himaelf  from  Iw 

hfm;  iiitnEii  bi9  face  towards  Mecca,  and  petfonnn 
u  :'  ~  I  I : '.  I  i  iiitaiion  of  iliose  Bhiutiona,  which mn 

- -ed  to  be  mads  with  water,  while  cack 

ricf  but  fervent  ejaculationa,  reeooi- 
loiherarc,  andh^sina  tothsfcivv*- 

id  the  Prophet. 

Evtn  Sir  Kenneth,  whose  reo  " '  — 

judicpB  were  offended  by  »i*in(,  . 

that  which  he  considcied  as  an  act  of  idoial 

not  hpln  respecting  the  eineerityof  their  n 

being  aljiiiulated  by  their  fervour  10  a; 
nna  lo  Heaven  in  a  purer  form,  wondcn^ 
ilr,  what  new-bom  feelings  could  (each  hinl 

: though  with  varied  invoca- 

».  whose  heaihcniah  wonbip 

jdiplionourableiothclandin 

which  high  miracles  had  been  wrought,  and  wbtie 
the  dayststof  redemption  hnd  arisen 


■mpaniani  a 
jolaiiy,  eeold 
^  misguidaa 


tion.  titosfi  very  Si 


The  1 


I  of  d 


ot ion,  however,  though  r 


It  im  agin  a  I  ion,  an 
metaphorical  Ian| 


boen  interested  in  the  n 


pressed  in  more  inflaied  and  melaphoncal  langunSD, 
bore  yet  a  atrong  resemblance  to  the  romances  of  chi- 
valry, then  so  fashionable  in  Europe.  But  aa  matierv 
stood  with  him,  ha  was  scarcely  even  sensible  that  a 
man  in  (he  centre  of  the  cavalcade  recited  and  sung, 
in  a  low  lone,  for  nearly  two  houra,  modulating,  hin 
voice  to  the  varioua  moodsof  passion  mlroducedinui 
IDBlale,  and  receiving,  in  return,  now  low  murmurs  oj 
■pplause,  now  muttoiad  expresatans  of  wonder,  noK 
uhs  and  tears,  and  someumeei  what  it  waa  far  mon 
difficult  to  ea tract  from  such  in  audience,  a  tnbuisoi 
•nulsf,  tod  evni  laughter. 


feelings  of  religious  duly,  a 

composing  the  spirits,,  which  hsd 
by  so  rapid  a  succession  of  cslsi 


under  afflicuonj  since  wherefore  should  we  mock  the 

illcations,  when  we  insult  him  by  mur- 

-       ■  praym 


Deiiy  with  Biippllcations, 

have  in  every  word  admitted  the  vanity  and  notfaing- 
neH8  of  the  things  of  time  in  compariaon  lo  ihoee  of 
eternity,  should  we  hope  to  deceive  ihe  Scorcher  of 
Hearts,  hy  permiiting  the  uorld  and  worldly  pasaiona 
to  reassume  the  reins  even  immcdistely  after  a  Bolenui 
address  to  Heaven?  But  Sir  Kenneth  waa  not  at 
these.    Ho  fell  himself  comfurted  and  strengthened, 

hiB  destiny  might  call  upon  htm  to  do  or  to  au^. 

Mean  while,  the  parly  of  Saracens  regained  their 
saddles,  and  coniinued  their  route,  and  the  tBle-leller, 
HaKSon,  resumed  the  thread  of  his  narrative;  butil 
was  no  longer  lo  the  asmc  attentive  audience.  A 
horseman,  who  bad  ascended  some  high  ground  an 
the  right  hand  of  the  little  column,  hatf  returned  on 
a  speedy  Rallop  lo  El  Hakim,  and  communicated  will) 
him.  Four  or  five  mure  cavaliers  had  then  been  des- 
patched, and  the  lililc  band,  which  might  coneisl  of 
about  twenty  or  thirty  peraons,  b«saa  lo  follow  iham 
vnth  (heir  eyes,  as  niett  Erom  whoso  fieatures,  MM 
advance  oi  retreat,  they  were  to  augur  (nod  or  eviL 
Hassan,  finding  his  audience  inallenlive,  or  being 
himself  attracted  by  the  dubioiia  uipeanneea  on  IM 
flank,  stinted  in  bis  aoogj  and  the  msrch  beeama 
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nknt,  BftTo  when  a  camel-driver  called  out  to  his 
niient  charge,  or  anmc  anxious  follower  of  the 
Hskim  coinmunicated  with  his  next  neighbour  in  a 
hurried  and  low  whiiiper. 

Thi<  sufrfienro  con  tinned  until  ihryhad  rounded  a 
tic^.  conipoz*ed  of  hillocks  of  sand,  which  concealed 
from  'htrir  main  body  thoobjtH:!  that  had  civattd  this 
aiann  anion:;  their  scouts.  Sir  Kt'nneih  could  now 
tfr.  at  thf  distance  of  a  mile  or  more,  a  dark  object 
muv-ng  rapidly  on  the  bosom  of  the  desert,  which  his 
ti;^nrticfd  o>e  rocoKnised  for  a  parly  of  cavalry, 
Fuph  siiiK=rior  to  their  own  in  numbers,  and,  from 
the  rliKk  and  frti]uent  na>ht s  which  flunK  Iiack  the 
\i\i\  b«^am:«  of  \\\*.'  rising  sun,  it  was  plain  that  these 
Vire  Europeans  in  thfir  coniplf te  panoply. 

Thi  anxious  io^^ks  which  the  horsemen  of  El 
HsLim  now  cast  upon  their  li.adtT,  seemed  to  in- 
cciip  deep  apprehension ;  while  h«,  with  gravity 
&»  LUfiisturVied  a*  when  he  called  his  followers  to 
priver,  dttacJifti  two  of  his  bi*st-niounted  cavaliers, 
Willi  insiruction<  to  appmach  as  closely  as  pnidencc 
I^rmittcd  to  ihrst:  travL-lIers  of  the  ilt-Hc-rt,  and  ob- 
Krvt' more  nixnutely  ihcir  numbi'rs.  their  charnctor, 
an-1  if  poiu^ible,  their  purpos<?.  The  approach  of 
dinai-r.  or  what  was  fenre*!  as  Mich,  was  likca  stiniu* 
htmg  draiiuht  to  one  in  apathy,  and  recalled  Sir 
Kfnneth  roliimsc.-If  and  his  situation. 

'  What  fear  you  from  the«e  C^nstian  horsemen,  for 
M-rh  thtiry  se^^ni  ?''  ho  baid  to  thu  Hakim. 

"Fear!"  snid  Kl  Hakim,  R-poating  the  word  dis- 
daL-.fuUy— "The  saprc  fears  nothing  but  Heaven- 
out  ever  cxptcts  from  wickitl  men  the  worst  which 
Qcy  can  do."' 

"They  arc  Christians,"  .said  Sir  Kenneth,  "and 
:r  is  ih>?'Timo  of  truce— why  should  you  fear  a  broach 
cl'  fa.th  ?" 

*'Th«y  are  the  priestly  soldiers  of  the  Temple," 
inswtrcid  £1  Hakim,  "whose  vow  limits  them  to 
know  neither  irutli  nor  faith  with  thi:  worshippers 
'fliilani.  May  thepniph(.'t  blight  them,  lK)th  root, 
Ifsnch.  and  twi?;!— Their  i»tace  is  war,  and  their 
t.ih  ii»  falwh'Xjd.  Other  mvadcrs  of  PaU^tine  have 
tr^ir  times  and  nK>ods  of  courtesy.  The  lion  Richard 
vll  !-pare  whwi  he  has  conquerwl— The  eagle  IMiilip 
»"ll  elose  his  wing  when  lie  has  stricken  a  prey— even 
lit.  Aiif^tnan  lN?nr  >\'il]  sleep  when  he  is  gorged;  but 
ih  s  horde  of  ever-liimgry  wolves  know  neither  pause 
ftijf  «o:iety  in  rheir  rapine.-  Seesi  iliou  not  that  they 
v^  detaehinij:  a  p-'irty  troni  th«:ir  iijniii  U^iy,  and  that 
■:*!.■  take  an  ea.*tern  direction  ?  Yon  are  their  pages 
L'A  squirc-A,  wJiorn  th'y  train  up  in  their  accursed 
ByaeriL-s,  and  whom,  as  li^iiter  mounted,  they  send 
ticur  MS-  oiV  from  our  watering-place,  lliw  they  will 
K  •:i?<appoi sited  :  J  know  the  war  of  the  desert  yet 
tr!ier  than  I  he  v." 

He  ppokt  a  few  words  to  hisprineipal  oflicer,  and 
'■'' whole  drmmnourand  eounti'nanee  was  at  once 
cLansed  fro-.n  thf  solemn  nposcof  an  Eastern  sage, 
i:-'-uf'unird  more  to  eontemplotipn  than  to  action, 
ir.'Cf  the  prompt  and  proud  expressionof  a  gallant  sol- 
1;er,  whose  t.n*.-r:;ii  s  ure  roused  by  the  iie:tr  approach 
•  J'  adan'jffr,  which  he  at  once  fores«  es  and  despiees. 

T"  ii'ir  Kenneth's  eyes  the  appniaehing  crisis  had 
tditfi'rcni  a^prct,  and  when  AdoulK.-i:  said  to  him, 

T.10U  must  tarry  close  by  my  side,"  he  answered 
witninly  in  the  ncKativr. 

■  Vender.''  ho  said,  ".ire  my  comrades  in  arms— 
■3f  oien  in  wlitii^'  society  I  Jiavc  vowed  to  fight  or 
'^it-on  their  banner  gleams  the  sign  of  our  most 
^*-.«d  re^Iemption-  I  cannot  fly  from  the  Cross  in 
•jrrMnv  with  the  Crescent." 

"P'jful'"  said  theHnkim;  "their  first  action  would 
^^  \-)  do  thre  to  d^ath,  were  it  only  to  conceal  their 
'.^iftfh  of  the  trucf ."' 

'Of  that  I  niiisi  tako  my  chance,"  rer*licd  Sir  Ken- 
>'ni  "but  I  w-*.nr  nut  the  lionds  of  the  infidels  an 
-O'hnt  longer  than  I  ran  cast  them  from  me." 

"Then  wnll  I  coinp*  I  ihce  to  follow  me,"  said  El 

n»k;m. 

-^  ornpcl :"  aii*<wered  Sir  Kenneth,  angrily.  "  Wert 
'■^  nor  my  b4.'ncfnctor,  or  one  who  has  showed  will 
iol>.eurh  and  wcrvit  not  that  it  is  to  thytronfidence 
Ifivi:  thp  frfrdom  of  these  hands,  which  itiou  mightst 
^vc  Ifjad'.d  with  fetters,  I  would  show  thee  that, 

J 


unarmed  as  I  am,   compulsion  would  be  no  easy 
task." 

"  Enough,  enough,"  replied  the  Arabian  phjrsician, 
"  we  lose  time  even  when  it  is  becoming  precious." 

So  saving,  he  threw  his  arm  aloft,  and  uttered  a 
loud  and  shrill  cry,  as  a  signal  to  those  of  his  retinue, 
who  instantly  disi)ersrd  themselves  on  the  face  of  the 
destTt,  in  as  many  diflennt  directions  as  a  cliaplet  of 
beads  when  the  string  is  lm>ken.  Sir  Kenneth  had 
no  time  to  note  what  ensued  ;  for,  at  the  same  instant, 
the  Hakim  seized  the  rein  of  his  st(^d,  and  putting 
his  own  to  its  mettle,  both  spmiig  forth  at  once  with 
the  suddenness  of  light,  and  at  n  pitch  of  velocity 
which  almost  dejirived  the  Seotlish  kiiiglit  of  the 
power  of  reypiralum.  and  left  him  absolutelv  incapa- 
ole,  had  he  Ix-en  dt»sirou.s,  to  have  checke<l  the  career 
of  liis  guide.  l*raclis«.d  as  Sir  Kenneth  was  in  horse- 
manship from  liis  earliest  youth,  the  spe<rfiiest  horse 
lie  lifid  ever  mounted  was  a  tortoise  iii  comi)n risen  to 
thosi."  of  the  Arabian  sage.  They  siiurned  the  sand 
from  behind  them— they  seemed  to  devour  the  desert 
Ih.'forr  them-  miles  tlew  awuy  with  minutes,  nnd  yet 
their  strength  .•»eemed  unabaied,  and  their  respiration 
as  free  ns  when  th<y  first  started  upon  the  wonderful 
race.  The  motion,  loo,  as  easy  as  it  was  swift,  seem«;d 
more  like  trying  throuch  the  air  than  riding  on  the 
earth, .'tnd  wasatlende<l  with  nouniileasant  sensation, 
save  the  awe  nalurallv  f<'lt  by  oin*  who  i.**  rnovini:  at 
such  astonishing  speii],  and  the  ditlieulty  of  breathing 
oecasioiied  by  their  pa  fining  through  the  air  ."<)  rapid  iy. 

It  was  not  until  after  nn  hour  of  this  i>orlentoiis 
motion,  and  when  all  human  pursuit  was  far.  far  be- 
hind, that  the  Hakim  at  lenuth  relaxed  his  sneed, 
and,  slackening  the  pace  «)f  the  horsi-s  into  a  hand 
gallop,  began,  in  a  >oiee  as  comIKl^'ed  and  even  as  if 
ne  had  U-en  walking  for  the  last  hour,  a  descant  uiMm 
thcexcellt  nee  of  his  coursers  to  the  Scot,  who,  breath- 
less, half  blind,  half  deaf,  and  altogether  giddy,  from 
the  ranidity  of  this  singular  ride,  hardly  compre- 
hended the  wonis  which  flowul  so  freely  from  his 
conipanion. 

"These  horses,"  he  said,  "are  of  the  bree<l  called 
the  Winged,  etjual  in  siu'td  to  au^lit  e.^erpting  the 
Korak  of  the  prophet.  They  are  fed  on  the  golden 
barley  of  Yemen,  nii.xcd  with  spiees,  and  with  a 
small  portion  of  dried  shirp's  flesh.  Kings  have 
given  provinces  to  possiss  thr^m,  mid  their  ag»:  is 
active  as  their  youth.  Thou.  IS'azarene,  art  the  first, 
sa\-c  a  tnie  believer,  that  ever  had  Ix  neuth  his  loins 
one  of  this  noble  race,  a  gift  of  the  prophet  himself 
to  the  blessed  Ali,  his  kinsman  and  lieutenant,  well 
called  the  l.um  of  (iod.  Time  lays  his  touch  so 
lightly  on  these  gtiienms  steeds,  that  the  mare  on 
which  thou  now  silfest  has  mm  five  times  five  \ears 
pa.<s  over  her,  yet  retains  her  iiri>tine  speed  and 
vicour,  only  that'in  the  career  thetiupp<trt  of  a  bridle, 
managid  by  a  hand  more  ex]>*-rienc(d  than  thine, 
hath  now  l>ecome  neeessarv'.  Mav  the  prophet  be 
blessed,  who  hath  Ustowtd  on  the  true  believers 
the  means  of  advance  and  retreat,  which  causeth 
their  iron-clothetl  enemies  to  be  worn  out  with  their 
own  ponderous  weight!  Htiw  ihe  horsi's  of  yonder 
dog  Templars  must  have  snortid  and  blown,  when 
they  had  toiled  fetlock-deip  in  tin;  desert  for  one- 
twentieth  part  of  the  space  which  these  brave  steeds 
have  left  lM:hiiid  them,  without  one  thick  pant,  or 
a  drop  of  moisture  upon  their  sleek  and  vilvct  coats!" 

The  Scottish  knight,  who  had  now  begun  to  re- 
rover  his  breath  and  powers  of  attention,  could  not 
help  acknowledging  in  his  heart  the  advuntagf  pos- 
sessed by  these  Eastern  warriors  in  a  race  of  ani- 
mals, alike  proper  for  advance  or  retreat,  and  so 
admirably  adapted  to  the  level  and  sandy  deserts 
of  Arabia  and  Syria.  Hut  he  did  not  choos<-  to  aug- 
ment the  pride  of  the  Moslem  bv  arouiescing  in  his 
proud  claim  of  superiority,  and  therefurc  sufiered  the 
conversation  to  drop,  and,  looking  around  him,  could 
now,  at  the  more  moderate  pace  at  which  they  moved, 
distinguish  that  he  was  in  a  country  not  unknown  to 
him. 

The  blighted  liorders  and  sullen  waters  of  the  Dead 
Sea,  the  ragged  and  prtx-ipitous  chain  of  mountains 
arisin?on  the  left,  the  two  or  three  i)alms  clustered 
together,  forming  the  single  green  siKck  on  the  bosom 
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loal  in  total  obliiic 


oS  the  «Mte  ¥ri1deme«H,— objectt  _. . 

were  Bcatcel;  lo  bo  fuiKOtl en, —showed  to  Sir  Ken-  |  lay  cilended 
neth  thill  they  were  appronching  the  fountaiti  cs" 
the  Diamond  of  ths  Dewrt,  which   had  bwn 
accnc  of  his  interview  on  a  former  occuion  with 
SacBcen  Emir  Sheeriiohf,  ur  Dderim.    In  ■  few  i 
ulC9,  ihejr  checkot  ihcir  horata  beside  the  ■prins,  ant 
■"  ■■  -  ■  "■    "        ■'    ■      '---end^frotr 


e  Hakim  ii 


r  Kennetli  t 


deaeeniT  from 


Ule  had  actually  departed. 
CHAPTER   XXIII. 


ITiey  unbridled  iL —  — , 
that  farthcrcareof  ih*m  w^_ 
would  be  epcedily  joined  by  k 

imong  his  alarr "■ 

wadful. 


lime,"  he  eaid,  spreadina  aome  food  On  lh( 
._!  and  drink,  and  be  not  diacouraEed.    Far 

...jy  raise  up  or  abuse  the  ordinary  inurlal.  hul 

the  ange  and  the  soldier  should  have  minds  beyonc 
her  control." 

Tlie  Scottish  knighi  endeavoTired  to  testify  hii 
thanks  by  shoninftniimself  docde;  but  though  hi 
strove  local  out  of  romp]  Gisance.  I  he  singular  eon  irasi 
bifwinn  his  present  aiiuaiion,  and  thai  which  he  hud 


d  Ihe  Vict 


When  the  Knisht  of  the  Lemianl  awoke  from  his 
k>n(!  and  profounri  repose,  he  fgund  hirnsell  m  cii- 
cunistanccs  so  dJTercnt  froni  ihose  in  which  he  hid 
lain  down  to  sleep,  thai  he  doubted  whelber  he  wai 
not  still  dreaming,  or  wheiher  Iheacene  had  not  been 
chanRed  by  inogic.  Instead  of  the  damp  grass,  bt 
lay  on  o  couch  of  more  than  Oriflnlsl  lii:iury,  and 
Bonii:  kind  hond  had,  durrnfi  hip  rfpose,  Binpped  hin 
of  (ho  L-aswck  of  chamoui  which  lie  wore  under  ha 
anuuur.  and  subsiiiuied  a  ni^hi  dress  of  the  finest 


'  in  cotnbal,  c 


mind,  and  fnaimfilasBiiuie,  and  faiigueopprcreed  his    i_ _      ..  ,  ,. 

bodily  powers.   ElHakimciamin«niishumrtl|iulBe,    ouriain  of  gnuie,  disulayed  around  his  couch,  wii 
■-- — -'    -^  —" '     -    ' —  heated  liana,  and  his    caleulaied  toprolcci  his  repose  from  (he  inwcla,  lo 


•hortened  rcsniration. 

"The  mind,"  he  said,  "gro 
hut  her  siHlcr  the  body,  uf  eoan 


SSiX- 


miiiKltil  wtlh  mil  ci,iii.  i,!,!.^  »,!„  , 

He  drew  from  his  ho*)ni  a  small  crystal  nal.  cased  the  odours 

in  eilver  filigree- work,  and  dropped  into  a  liiile  gold-  a  small  si 

CD  diinking.cup  a  small  portion  of  a  dark-coloured  silver  vase. 


alehiiig,  bwn  ar-anslant  and  poe>ive  prey.  He  looked  around, 
it^dsihe  as  iflo  convince  himself  Ihal  he  was  anually  awaka. 
hatlhou  and  all  that  fell  beneath  hie  ei-e  partook  of  the  q>lai- 
diaughi  dour  of  his  dormitory,  A  portable  balh  of  e«dar. 
'■      '     ■"'     ■'  eadyfor  use,  and  sleamed  with 

been  used  in  preparing  iL    On 


id  of  ebony  bi*ide  the  couch, 

sntsining  sherbel  of  the  most  eiquisil* 

.„,„.  quality,  cold  IS  anew,  and  which  the  ihirst  thatfol- 

"Thie,"hesaid,  "is  one  ofthose  productions  which    lowed  the  use  of  the  elrong  noreoDc  rendered  peeu- 

Allah  hath   sent  on   earth  for  a  hlessiog.   though    liarly  delirious.    Still  farther  lo  dispel  the  drvgaofin- 

....  ...;_,..j_„.   1 ...L    :.    jmj    |pf,    behind,,  tho_kni«dit 


arth  for  a  blessing,  though  liarly  delicioin 

mans  wesHncss  anu  wickedness  have  some -    — ' 

converted  it  into  a  curse.    It  ia  powerful  as  the  . 

cup  of  iha  Kazarene  to  drop  (he  curiam  on  ihe  e 

aleepless  eye,  and  lo  relieve  the  burden  of  the  over-  r 
loaded  buBum  i   but  when  applied  to  Ihe  purposei 


ipkins  of  ihe  Indian  wool,  he  would  willingly  han 


of  indulgence  and  debauchery,  it  rends  the  nerves,  forth  lo  see  whether  the  world  wns  ns  much  chsogad 
destroys  Ihe  strength,  weakens  the  ink-Ueci,  and  without  as  wilhin  the  place  of  his  repose.  'Hine, 
imdemiines  life.    Hut  fear  nol  lliou  lo  use  its  i ■-  ' — -- ' l...  ;_  .i_!_  _,.__ 


I  by    he  found  a  Samcen  dr 
lelh    and  poniard,  and  all  b 


uch  of  thy  skill,  sage  Hakim 


^ , -■dinitlo  ihcdireclionsof  ihe  phy- 
sician, stretched  himself  at  ease  in  Ihe  abode  to  await 
the  promiaed  repose.  Sleep  eame  not  al  firsi,  but  in 
her  stead  a  train  of  pleasing  yet  not  miiaing  or 
awakening  sensations      A  aiaio  cnt<ued,  in  which. 


mighl  h. 


imposedJy  a. 


might  ^■^ard  the 

Prom  lliis  stale  of  repose,  anioimiing  aimosi  to  apa 
iby  nvp'-ctins  Ihepajl.  his  ihcMjthl*  were  carried  for 
ward  to  the  future,  which,  in  epiM  of  all  that  ezistei 
to  overcloud  ilie  prospecl.gliliered  wilh  aurh  hues,  a 
under  much  happier  B  """*        '      '"""' 


n  had  n 
tailed   s 


Liberl 


o  produce,  even  ir 


peel,  of  the  ensl 

.iveii  of  the  despairing  lover,  wi; 
hopes  of  happiness  so  fsr  beyon 
chance,  in  her  wildest  possibiPilic 
lenancc  his  wishes.     Oraduslly 


fame,  succtfeful  love, 
knigh.t. 


wen:  inTendcd  lo  sliake  him  in  his  religioia 
;  Ds  indeed  ii  was  well  known  thai  (be 
m  of  the  F.urop-'an  knowledge  and  coutagu 
ioldsti  unbounded  in  hisaifls  to  ihone,  who, 


himself  devnully,  resolved  to  set 


thenjbre,  crossing 
w  ihe  more  firmly. 


derolely  sn  possible  of  the  stientions  and  luiuiua 
ihiia  liberally  licnped  upon  him,  Srill,  howerer,  ha 
fell  his  heart  oppressefl  and  sleepy,  and  aware,  loOk 
thai  his  undrefa  was  not  Ri  for  appenring  sbroad,  he 
reclined  utbu  ihc  couch,  and  was  again  locked  in  tha 

Uul  ihis  time  his  rest  was  not  unbroken  i  for  be 
was  awakened  by  the  voice  of  Ihe  physician  it  (1m 
door  of  Ihe  lent,  inquiring  after  his  health,  and  whe- 
ther he  had  reeled  eiifficienily.— "  May  I  enier  your 
teni  T'  he  concluded,  "for  the  curtain  is  drawn  beibrs 
Ihe  cm  ranee." 

"Tbe  master,"  replied  Sir  Kenneth,  determined  10 
show  thai  he  was  nol  auipnaed  into  foigetfulness  of 
his  own  condition,  need  demand  no  permiasion  (o 
enter  ihe  teni  of  the  slave." 

"  But  if  1  come  not  as  a  masler?"  said  El  Hakim, 
still  without  entering. 

"The  physician,"  snswered  the  knight,  "  halh  fraa 
access  to  (he  bedside  of  his  patient." 

"Neiiher  coma  I  now  a»  a  physician,"  replied  El 
Hakim ;  and  therefore  I  still  request  permiBswD,  era 
.1  come  under  the  covering  of  thy  tent. 


ckAp.  xxm.] 
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''Whoever  comes  la  a  friend,"  Mid  Sir  Kenneth, 
"and  such  thou  hast  hitherto  shown  thyself  to  me, 
the  hsbitaiion  of  the  friend  is  ever  open  to  him." 

"Yet  once  again,"  said  the  Eastern  sase,  after  the 
penphra«tical  manner  of  his  countrymen,  "  suppos- 
ing ibat  I  come  not  as  a  friend '?" 

'Come  as  thou  wilt,"  said  the  Scottish  knight, 
BOin€«hat  impatient  of  this  circumlocution, —  be 
what  thou  wilt— thou  knowest  well  it  is  neither  in 
my  power  nor  my  inclination  to  refuse  thee  entrance." 

"I  come,  then,"  said  EI  Hakim,  '*  as  your  ancient 
foe;  but  a  fair  and  a  generous  one." 

He  entered  as  he  spoke ;  and  when  he  stood  before 
die  bedside  of  Sir  Kenneth,  the  voice  continued  to 
be  that  of  Adonbec  the  Arabian  physician,  but  the 
fonru  dreass  and  features,  were  those  of  Ilderim  of 
Kordititan,  called  Shecrkohf.  Sir  Kenneth  gazed 
cpoQ  him,  as  if  he  expected  the  vision  to  depart,  like 
aofflething  created  by  his  imagination. 

"^Doth  It  90  surprise  thee,"  said  Ilderim,  "and  thou 
an  approved  warrior,  to  see  that  a  soldier  knows 
aonewhat  of  the  art  of  healing?— I  say  to  thee,  Na- 
saicne,  that  an  accomplished  cavalier  should  know 
liow  to  dress  his  steed  as  well  as  how  to  ride  him ; 
haw  to  for^  his  sword  upon  the  stithy,  as  well  as 
kow  to  use  it  in  battle ;  how  to  burnish  his  arms,  ns 
well  as  how  to  wear  them ;  and,  above  all,  how  to 
core  wounds  as  well  as  how  to  inflict  them. 

As  he  spoke,  the  Christian  knight  repeatedly  shut 
hif  eves,  and  while,  they  remained  closed,  the  idea  of 
the  Hakim,  with  his  long  flowing  dark  robes,  high 
Tartar  cap,  and  grave  gestures,  was  present  to  his 
inngination ;  but  so  soon  as  he  opened  them,  the 
graceful  and  richly-gemmed  turban,  the  light  hauberk 
af  steel  rings,  en  twisted  with  silver,  which  glanced 
bnOiantly  as  it  obeyed  every  inflection  of  the  body, 
the  features  freed  from  their  formal  expression,  less 
svarthy,  and  no  longer  shadowed  by  the  mass  of 
has'  (now  limited  to  a  well- trimmed  beard),  announced 
the  soldier  end  not  the  sage. 

*'  Art  thou  still  so  mucli  surprised,"  said  the  Emir, 
"and  hast  thou  walked  in  the  world  with  such  little 
observance,  as  to  wonder  that  men  are  not  always 
•hat  diey  seem  ?— Thou  thyself— art  thou  what  thou 
aeemest  T* 

"No,  by  Saint  Andrew !"  exclaimed  the  knight; 
"for,  to  the  whole  Christian  camp  I  sccra  a  traitor, 
nd  I  know  myself  to  be  a  true,  though  an  erring 
nan." 

"  Even  so  1  judged  thee,"  said  Ilderim,  "  and  as 
wt  had  eaten  salt  together,  I  deemed  myself  bound  to 
Rscoe  thee  from  death  and  contumely.— But  where- 
fore lie  rou  still  on  your  couch,  since  the  sun  is  high 
ia  the  heavens?  or  arc  the  vestments  which  my 
•ufipter-canicls  have  aflbrded  unworthy  of  your 
wearing?" 

"Not  unworthy,  surely,  but  unfitting  for  it,"  replied 
''die  Scot :  ^'givc  me  the  dress  of  a  slave,  noble  II- 
6tnm,  and  I  will  don  it  with  pleasure ;  but  I  cannot 
brook  to  wear  the  habit  of  the  free  Eastern  warrior, 
vi'J)  the  turban  of  the  Moslem." 

"XoMrene,"  answered  the  Emir,  "thy  nation  so 

ttily  entertain  suspicion,  that  it  may  well  nmdcr 

iheniitelves  suspected.    Have  I  not  told  thee  that 

Stibdin  desires  no  converts  saving  those  whom  the 

iioly  prophet  shall  dispose  to  submit  thcimselves  to  his 

h«  ?  violence  and  bnbery  are  alike  alien  to  his  nian 

feextrnding  the  true  faith.  Hearken  to  me,  my  nro- 

iber.    Yfiifo  the  blind  man  was  miraculously  restored 

tofiffht.  the  scales  dropped  from  his  eyes  at  the  Di- 

tioe  pleasure — think'st  thou  that  any  earthly  leech 

could  have  removMi   them?  No.    Such  mediciner 

■Ditrbt  have  tormented  the  patient  with  his  instni- 

'Beniv,  or  perhaps  soothed  him  with  his  balsams  and 

tondjais,  but  dark  ast  he  was  must  the  darkened  man 

^nmained  ;  and  it  is  even  so  with  the  blindness 

^ihn  understanding.     If  there  be  those  among  the 

Fnolw,  who,  for  the  sake  of  worldly  lucre,  have  as- 

'BQwd  the  turban  of  the  prophet,  and  followed  the 

'■vi  of  Mam,  vrith  their  own  consciences  be  the 

biuoe.    Themsclvcfl  soupht  out  the  bait— it  was  not 

^  10  them  by  the  Soldan.    And  when  they  shall 

^ttttlter  be  sentenced^  as  hypocrites,  to  the  lowest 

l<iifof  hell,  belowr  Chnatian  and  Jew,  magician  and 


idolater,  and  condemned  to  eat  the  fruit  of  the  tree 
Yacoun,  which  ia  the  heads  of  demons— to  themselves^ 
not  to  the  Soldan,  shall  their  guilt  and  their  punish- 
ment be  attributed.  Wherefore  wear,  without  doubt 
or  scruple,  the  vesture  prepared  for  you,  since,  if  you 
proceed  to  thecampofSaladin,  your  own  native  dress 
will  expose  you  to  troublesome  observation,  and  per- 
haps to  insuh." 

"  ^I  go  to  the  camp  of  Saladin?"  said  Sir  Ken- 
neth, repealing  the  words  of  the  Emir;  **  Alas !  am  I 
a  free  agent,  and  rather  must  I  not  go  wherever  your 
pleasure  carries  me  ?" 

"  Thine  own  will  may  guide  thine  own  motions," 
said  the  Emir,  "as  freely  as  the  wind  which  movcth 
the  dust  of  the  desc-ri  in  what  direction  it  chooseth. 
The  noble  enemy  who  met,  and  well  nigh  mastered 
my  sword,  cannot l)ecome  my  slave  like  him  who  has 
crouched  beneath  it.  If  wealth  and  power  would 
tempt  thee  to  join  our  people,  I  could  ensure  thy  pos- 
sessing them ;  but  the  man  who  refused  the  favours 
of  the  Soldan,  when  the  axe  was  at  his  head,  will  not, 
I  fear,  now  accept  them,  when  I  tell  him  he  has  his 
free  choice." 

"  Complete  your  generosity,  noble  Emir,"  said  Sir 
Kenneth,  "by  forbearing  to  show  nie  a  mode  of  re- 

?uital^  which  conscience  forbids  me  to  comply  with, 
'ermit  me  ratiier  to  express,  as  bound  in  courtesy, 
my  gratitude  for  this  most  chivalrous  bounty,  this 
undeserved  generosity." 

'*  Say  not  undeserved,"  replied  the  Emir  Ilderim ; 
"  was  It  not  through  thy  conversation,  and  thy  ac- 
count of  the  beauties  which  grace  the  court  of  the 
Melee  Ric,  that  I  ventured  me  thither  in  disguise,  and 
thereby  procured  a  sight  the  most  blessed  that  I  nave 
ever  enjoyed— that  I  ever  shall  enjoy,  until  the  glories 
of  Paradise  beam  on  my  eyes  ?" 

"  I  understand  you  not,  said  Sir  Kenneth,  colour- 
ing alternately,  and  turning  pale,  as  one  who  felt  that 
the  conversation  was  taking  a  tone  of  the  most  pain- 
ful delicacy. 

"  Not  understand  me !"  exclaimed  the  Emir.  "  If 
the  sight  I  saw  in  the  tent  of  King  Richard  escaped 
thine  observation,  I  will  account  it  duller  than  the 
olge  of  a  buffoon's  wooden  falchion.  True,  thou  wert, 
under  sentence  of  death  at  the  time:  but,  in  my  case, 
had  my  head  been  dropping  from  the  trunk,  the  last 
strained  glances  of  my  eyeballs  had  distinguished  with 
delight  such  a  vision  of  loveliness,  and  the  head 
would  have  rolled  itself  towards  the  incomparable 
hotiris,  to  kiss  with  its  quivering  lips  the  hem  of  their 
vestments.— Yonder  royalty  of  England,  who  for  her 
superior  loveliness  deserves  to  be  Queen  of  the  uni- 
verse—what tenderness  in  her  blue  eye — what  lustre 
in  her  tresses  of  dishevelled  gold !— iJy  the  tomb  of 
the  prophet,  I  scarce  think  that  the  houri  who  shall 
present  to  me  the  diamond  cup  of  immortality,  will 
deserve  so  warm  a  caress  !" 

"Saracen."  said  Sir  Kenneth,  sternly,  "thou 
speakest  of  tnc  wife  of  Richard  of  England,  of  whom 
men  think  not  and  speak  not  as  a  woman  to  be  won, 
but  as  a  Queen  to  be  revered." 

"  I  cry  you  mercy,"  said  the  Saracen.  "  I  had  for- 
gotten your  superstitious  veneration  for  the  sex,  which 
you  consider  rather  to  be  wondered  at  and  worshipped, 
than  wooed  and  possessed.  I  warrant,  since  thou 
rxarteat  such  profound  respect  to  yonder  lender  piece 
of  frailty,  whose  every  motion,  step,  and  look,  be- 
speaks nervery  woman,  less  than  absolute  adoration 
must  not  be  yielded  to  her  of  the  dark  tresses,  and 
nobly  speaking  eye.  She,  indeed,  I  will  allow,  hath 
in  her  noble  port  and  majestic  mien  something  at  once 
pure  and  firm— yet  even  she,  when  pressed  by  oppor- 
tunity and  a  forward  lover,  would,  I  warrant  tnee^ 
thank  him  in  her  heart,  rather  for  treating  her  aa  a 
mortal  than  as  a  goddess." 

"Respect  the  kinswoman  of  Coeur  de  Lion !  said 
Sir  Kenneth,  in  a  tone  of  un repressed  anger. 

"  Rt^spect  her !"  answered  the  Emir,  in  scorn—"  by 
the  Caaba,  and  if  I  do,  it  shall  be  rather  as  the  bride 
of  Saladin." 

"The  infidel  Soldan  is  unworthy  to  salute  even  a 
spot  that  has  been  pressed  by  the  foot  of  Edith  Plaii- 
tagcnet !"  exclaimed  the  Chnstian,  springing  from  hia 
couch. 
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'*  Ha !  what  said  the  Giaour  7"  exdaimed  the  Emir, 
laying  hia  hand  on  his  poniard  hilt,  while  his  forehead 
glowed  like  glancing  copper,  and  the  muscles  of  his 
lips  and  cheeks  wrought  till  each  curl  of  his  beard 
seemed  to  twist  and  screw  itself  as  if  alive  with  in- 
stinctive wrath.  But  the  Scottish  knight,  who  had 
stood  the  lion-anger  of  Richard,  was  nnappalled  at 
the  tiger-like  mood  of  the  chafed  Saracen.*' 

"  What  I  have  said,"  continued  Sir  Kenneth,  with 
folded  arms  and  dauntless  look,  "I  would,  were^my 
hands  loose,  maintain  on  foot  or  horseback  against 
all  mortals;  and  would  hold  it  not  the  most  memo- 
rable deed  of  my  life  to  support  it  with  my  eood 
broadsword  against  a  score  of  these  sickles  and  qod- 
kins,"  pointing  at  the  curved  sabre  and  small  poniaid 
of  the  Emir. 

The  Saracen  recovered  his  composure  as  the  Chris- 
tian spoke,  so  far  as  to  withdraw  his  hand  from  his 
weapon,  as  if  the  motion  had  been  without  meaning ; 
but  still  continued  in  deep  ire. 

"  By  the  sword  of  the  prophet,"  he  said,  "which  is 
the  key  both  of  Heaven  and  Hell,  he  little  values  his 
own  &,  brother,  who  uses  the  language  thou  dost ! 
Believe  mc,  that  were  thine  hands  loose,  as  thou 
term'st  it,  one  single  true  believer  would  find  them  so 
much  to  doj  that  thou  wouldst  soon  wish  them  fet- 
tered again  m  manacles  of  iron." 

**  Sooner  would  I  wish  them  hewn  off  by  the  shoul- 
der blades!"  replied  Sir  Kenneth. 

"  Well.  Thy  hands  are  bound  at  present,"  said  the 
Saracen,  in  a  more  amicable  toncL  '  bound  by  thine 
own  gentle  sense  of  courtesy,  nor  nave  I  any  present 
purpose  of  setting  them  at  liberty.  We  have  prDved 
each  other's  strength  and  courage  ere  now,  and  we 
may  again  meet  m  a  fair  field;— and  shame  befall 
him  who  shall  be  the  first  to  part  from  his  foeman! 
But  now  we  are  friends,  and  I  look  for  aid  from  thee, 
rather  than  hard  terms  or  defiances." 

"We  are  friends,"  repeated  the  knight;  and  there 
was  a  pause,  during  which  the  fiery  Saracen  paced 
the  tent,  like  the  lion,  who,  after  violent  irritation,  is 
said  to  take  that  method  of  cooling  the  distempera- 
ture  of  his  blood,  ere  he  stretches  himself  to  repose  in 
his  den.  The  colder  European  remained  unaltered  in 
posture  and  aspect :  yet  he,  doubtless,  was  also  en- 
gaged in  subdumg  the  angry  fiselings  which  had  been 
00  unexpectedly  awakened. 

"Let  us  reason  of  this  calmly,"  said  the  Saracen ; 
"I  am  a  physician,  as  thou  know'st,  and  it  is  writ- 
ten, that  he  who  would  have  his  wound  cured,  must 
not  shrink  when  the  leech  probes  and  tents  it  Seest 
thou,  I  am  about  to  lay  my  finger  on  the  sore.  Thou 
iovest  this  kinswoman  of  the  Melech  Ric— Unfold  the 
veil  that  shrouds  thy  thoughts— or  unfold  it  not  if 
thou  wilt,  for  mine  eyes  see  through  its  coverings." 

"I  loved  her,"  answered  Sir  Keimeth,  after  a  pause, 
"as  a  man  loves  Heaven's  grace,  and  sued  for  her 
favour  like  a  sinner  for  Heaven's  pardon." 

"And  you  love  her  no  longer?"  said  the  Saracen. 

"Alas,"  answered  Sir  Kenneth,  "I  am  no  longer 
worthy  to  love  her.— I  pray  thee  cease  this  discourse 
—thy  words  are  poniards  to  me." 

"  Pardon  me  but  a  moment,"  continued  Ilderim. 
"  When  thou,  a  poor  and  obscure  soldier,  didst  so 
boldly  and  so  highly  fix  thine  affection,  tell  me,  hadst 
thou  good  hope  of  its  issue  ?" 

"  Love  exists  not  without  hope,"  replied  die  knight ; 
"but  mine  was  as  nearly  allied  to  despair,  aa  that  of 
the  sailor  swiimning  for  his  Ii&,  who,  as  he  surmounts 
billow  after  billow,  catches  by  intervals  somejg:leam 
of  the  distant  beaoon,  which  shows  him  there  is  land 
in  sight,  though  his  sinking  heart  and  wearied  hmbs 
assure  him  that  he  shall  never  reach  it." 

"And  now."  said  Ilderim,  "these hopes  are  sunk— 
that  solitary  ughtia  quenched  for  ever? 

"For  ever,  soswered  Sir  Kenneth,  in  the  tone  of 
an  echo  from  the  bosom  of  a  ruined  sepulchre. 

"Methinks,"  aaid  the  Saracen,  "if  all  thou  lackeet 
were  some  such  distant  meteoric  glimpse  of  happi- 
ness as  thou  hadst  formerly,  thy  bttcon-light  might 
be  rekindled,  thy  hope  fished  up  from  the  ocean  in 
which  it  has  sunk,  and  thou  thyself,  good  knighL  re- 
stored to  the  exercise  and  amusement  of  nourishing 
thy  fantastic  passion  upon  a  diet  as  unsubstantial  as 


moonfight;  for,  if  thoQ  stood'st  to-morrow  fisir  ui  re- 
putation as  ever  thou  wert,  she  whom  thou  Iovest  will 
not  be  less  the  daughter  of  princes,  and  the  dcclad 
bride  of  Saladin." 

"I  would  it  so  stood,"  said  the  Scot,  "and  if  I  did 
not" 

He  stopt  short,  like  a  man  who  is  afiwd  of  boast- 
ing, imder  circumstances  which  did  not  permit  his 
bemgput  to  the  test  The  Saracen  smiled  as  he  oon- 
eluded  the  sentence. 

"  Thou  wouldst  challenge  the  Soldan  to  single  eom- 
bat?"  said  he. 

. "  And  if  I  did/'  said  Sir  Kenneth,  haughtily,  "  Sab- 
din's  would  neither  be  the  first  nor  the  best  turban 
that  I  have  couched  lanoe  at" 

"Ay,  but  methinks  the  Soldan  might  regard  it  as 
too  unequal  a  mode  of  periling  the  chance  of  a  royal 
bride,  and  the  event  of  a  great  war,"  said  the  Emir. 

"  He  may  be  met  with  m  the  front  of  battle,"  said 
the  knight,  his  eyes  gleaming  with  the  ideas  which 
such  a  tnought  inspired. 

"He  has  been  ever  found  thera"  said  Ilderim; 
**  nor  is  it  his  wont  to  turn  his  horse  s  head  from  any 
brave  encounter.— Bnt  it  was  not  of  the  Soldan  that 
I  meant  to  a;>eak.  In  a  word,  if  it  will  content  thee 
to  be  placed  in  such  reptitation  as  may  be  attainad 
by  detection  of  the  thief  who  stole  the  Banner  of 
England,  I  can  put  thee  in  a  fair  way  of  achieving 
this  task— That  is,  if  thou  wilt  be  governed ;  Cor  wtiat 
says  Lokman,  If  the  child  would  walk,  the  nurse 
must  lead  him— if  the  ignorant  would  understand, 
the  wise  must  instruct" 

"  And  thou  art  wisa  Ilderim,"  said  the  Seot,  **  wise 
though  a  Saracen,  and  generous  though  an  inlidd.  I 
have  witnessed  that  thou  art  both.  Take,  then,  the 
guidance  of  this  matter:  and  so  thou  ask  nothing (rf* 
me  contrary  to  my  loyalty  and  my  Christian  ftith,  I 
will  obey  thee  punctually.  Do  what  thou  hast  said, 
and  take  my  life  when  it  is  accomplished." 

"  Listen  tnou  to  me,  then,"  said  the  Saracen.  "  Tlqr 
noble  hound  is  now  recovered,  by  the  blessing  of  that 
divine  medicine  which  healeth  man  and  beast,  and 
by  his  sagacity  shall  those  who  assailed  him  be  dis- 
covered."^ 

"Ha !"  said  the  knight,—" methinks  I  compmhend 
thee— I  was  dull  not  to  think  of  this  f 


But  tell 


added  the  Emir,  "  hast  thoa 


M^^y  ^u  me, '  aaaea  me  i&mir.  "  nasi  inoa  any 
followers  or  retainers  in  the  camp  by  whom  the  ani- 
mal may  be  known  ?" 

"I  dismissed,"  said  Sir  Kenneth,  "my  old  attend- 
ant, thy  patient  with  a  varlet  that  waited  on  him,  at 
the  time  when  I  expected  to  suffer  death,  giving  him 
letters  for  my  friends  in  Scotland— there  are  n<Kie 
other  to  whom  the  dog  is  familiar.  But  then  my  own 
person  is  well  known— my  very  speech  will  betray 
me,  in  a  camp  where  I  have  played  no  mean  part  £ar 
many  months." 

"Both  he  and  thou  shall  be  disguised,  so  as  to 
escape  even  dose  examination.— I  tell  thee,"  sasl 
the  Saracen^  "  that  not  thy  brother  in  arms — not 
thy  brother  m  blood— shall  discover  thee,  if  thoa 
be  guided  by  my  coimsels.  Thou  hast  seen  me  do 
matters  more  difficw— he  that  can  call  the  dying 
from  the  darkness  of  the  shadow  of  death,  can  enmlfy 
cast  a  mist  before  the  eyes  of  the  living.  But  mai£ 
me— there  is  still  the  condition  annexed  to  this  ser^ 
vice^^  that  thou  deliver  a  letter  of  Saladin  to  the  nieoe 
of  the  Melech  Ric,  whose  name  is  as  difficult  to  oar 
Eastern  tongue  and  lipSi  as  her  beauty  is  delic^tfhl  to 
our  eyes." 

Sir  Kenneth  paused  before  he  answered,  and  the 
Saracen  observing  his  hesitation,  demanded  of  bun, 
"if  he  feared  to  undertake  this  message  ?" 

"  Not  if  there  were  death  in  the  execution,"  said 
Sir  Kenneth ;  "I  do  but  pause  to  consider  whether  it 
consists  with  my  honour  to  bear  the  letter  of  the  Sol- 
dan, or  with  that  of  the  Lady  Edith  to  receive  it  from 
a  heathen  prince." 

"By  the  nead  of  Mohammed,  and  by  the  honour 
of  a  aoldier— by  the  tomb  at  Mecca,  and  by  the 
soul  of  my  father,"  said  the  Emir,  "I  swear  to 
thee  that  the  letter  is  written  in  all  honour  and  res- 
pect. The  song  of  the  nightingale  will  sooner  blight 
the  rose-bower  she  loves,  than  will  the  words  oftne 
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SoUan  oflend  the  ears  of  the  lovely  kiniiwoman  of 
Engiand." 

'Then."  said  the  knight,  '*  I  will  bear  the  Soldan'a 
Inter  faithful!  v,  ns  if  I  were  his  born  vassal  j—under- 
MandixiJ?  that  beyond  this  simple  act  or  service, 
wh:rh  I  will  render  wiih  fidelity,  from  me  of  all  men 
hf  can  i^apt  expect  mediation  or  advice  in  this  his 
siTzngr  lovi'-suii.'' 

"i^aladin  is  noble,**  answered  the  Emir,  "and  will 
not  ST ur  a  (ccnerous  horse  to  a  leap  which  he  cannot 
2:'hi«»\v.— Come  wiih  me  to  my  t«'nt,"  he  added,  "  and 
iivyu  shnlt  be  presc^nily  equipped  with  a  disguise  as 
Latcarrimhle  as  midnipht;  so  thou  may*8t  walk  the 
:£3iP  of  iht:  Nazarencs  as  if  thou  hadst  on  thv  finger 
:tecignri  of  Giaougi."* 


CHAPTER   XXIV. 

A  rrain  of  diui 
Suilinir  onr  rap.  will  makp  our  aenie  reject 
Fi»iidiou^ly  the  drauclit  w  hich  wo  did  thirst  fur : 
A  niiird  iikil.  placed  near  Ihr  fhilhflil  rompsM. 
Will  »Hay  it  rrom  the  tnitli.  Hiid  wrnck  tlieargoiy. 
Ewn  (liiH  nnull  cauii«of  anrrr  and  di«|ni#t 
Vili  brvak  llie  bmula  of  amitjr  'rooniral  princep. 
And  wreck  their  noblent  purjKMea.— TAe  Crusade. 

Tn  reader  ran  now  have  little  doubt  who  the 
FI'JiiopiKn  slave  really  was,  with  what  purpose  he  had 
soGsht  Rjchard's  camp,  and  when'fore  ami  with  what 
ho^  be  now  stood  ^lose  to  the  ffcrson  of  that  mo- 
Birrh.  a?^  surrounded  by  his  valiant  peers  of  England 
!:d-}  Normandy.  Cccur  de  Lion  stood  on  the  summit 
»f  .^uit  neor^v^s  3fount,  with  the  Banner  of  England 
:>T  hi*  »if,  borne  by  the  most  goodly  person  in  the 
irnw  being  his  own  natural  brother,  William  with 
'hfLons  Sword,  Earl  of  Sahsbury,  the  olTspring  of 
Rtnrvtlie  Sc(x>nd's  amour  with  tlie  celebratra  Rosa- 
a-'xf  of  Woodscock. 
From  eeveraJ  exprospions  in  the  King's  conversa- 
t-i  with  Xeville  on  the  prvcnhng  day,  the  Nubian 
violfft  in  anxious  doubt  whuthiT  his  discniise  had 
D.'.  be«-n  p<'nr:traied,  especially  as  liiat  tlio  King  seem- 
<  la  bf-  awarf-  in  what  manner  the  neenry  of  the 
ix  «-a!4  ejiprctrd  to  discover  the  thief  who  stole  the 
v.'.irT.  althou)!^  the  circumstance  of  such  an  ani- 
"A.*  r.avjnr^  been  wounde<l  on  the  oi'casion,  had 
j^n  s'rcrcc  mentioned  in  Richnnl's  presence.  Xcv- 
*r  >'-l>s9,  as  the  King  continiierl  to  tn.\it  him  in  no 
■'vr  manner  than  his  cxtc^rior  rt^iuired,  the  Nubian 
:»T.i;neii  unrercnin  whether  he  was  or  was  not  dis- 
t  /.rrcd  and  detirmiiied  not  to  throw  his  disguise 
iidti-  ToJunrnrily. 

Xean  whde,  the  powers  of  the  various  Crusading 
rfirt-5,  arrayed  tinner  their  royal  and  princely  U;ad- 
?v  vwfpt  in  long  onlcr  around  the  base  of  the  little 
c%rhj;  and  as  thow^  of  each  diflercnt  country  pass- 
ed bv.  their  commanders  advaneid  a  strn  or  two  up 
:v.iiil.  and  made  a  signal  of  courtesy  to  Kichani  and 
'y  Sf.andarri  of  England,  "  in  sign  of  reguni  and 
Burr."  as  the  pmtocol  of  the  rereniony  hcedfully 
^^res«»d  it.  **  not  of  subjection  or  vassalage."  The 
^.rual  dignitaries,  who  in  those  days  veiled  not 
>r  Sonnets  to  crt^ated  being,  bestowed  on  the  King 
i:d  h:s  symbol  of  command  their  blessing  instead  of 
"^mienoK  ob».Msance. 

Thzn  the  long  fil<*s  marched  on,  and,  diminished  as 

>r  w«re  by  so  many  causes,  appeared  still  an  iron 

«:«'.  :o  whom  the  conquest  of  Palestine  might  seem 

*\  iricy  task.     The  soldiers,  inspired  by  the  con- 

*asi:inie«s  of  united  strength,  sat  erect  in  their  steel 

'v.:!**.  whilf^  it  seemed  that  the  tnimpets  sounded 

^sie  cheerfully  shrill,  and  the  steeds,  refreshed  by 

■**':  and  prtivendcr.  chafed  on  the  bit,  and  trode  the 

^•iM  more  proudly.    On  they  passed,  troop  after 

r'-jT  banners  waving,  spears  glancing,  plumes  dan- 

"•-*,  in  long  perspective — a  host  composed  of  ditter- 

*•  nations,  complexions,  languages,  arms,  and  ap- 

>mnr#-H.  but  all  fired,  for  the  tmie,  with  the  holy 

*t  n>nianiic  r.urpow  of  rescuing  the  distressini  daugh- 

^'  of  Zion  from  her  thraldom»  and  re<ieeming  the 

•1  vd  earth,  which  more  than  mortal  had  trodden, 

^jin  [h#-  yoke  of  the  unbelieving  Pagan.    And  it 

abt  be  owned,  rhac  if,  in  other  circumstances,  the 

I  of  oofircety  rendered  to  the  King  of  England  by 

•  Pmhmprn  the  nna  with  Oyfct . 


so  many  warriors  from  whom  he  claimed  no  natural 
allegiance,  had  in  it  something  that  might  have  been 
thought  humiliating,  yet  the  nature  and  cause  of  the 
war  was  so  fitted  to  his  pre-eminently  chivalrous 
character,  and  renowned  feats  in  arms,  that  claims, 
which  might  elsewhere  have  been  urccd,  were  there 
forgotten ;  and  the  brave  did  willing  homage  to  the 
bravest,  in  an  expt^dition  where  the  mont  undaunted 
and  energetic  courage  was  necessary  to  success. 

The  good  King  was  seated  on  horsel>a<:k  al)out  half 
way  up  the  Mount,  a  morion  on  his  head,  surmounted 
by  a  crown,  which  left  his  manly  features  exposed  to 
public  view,  as  with  cool  and  considerate  eye,  he  pe- 
n)s«i  each  rank  as  it  passed  him,  and  returned  the 
salutation  of  the  leaders.  His  tunic  was  of  sky- 
coloured  velvet,  covered  with  plates  of  silver,  and  his 
hose  of  crimson-Hi  Ik,  slashed  with  cloth  of  gold.  By 
his  side  stood  the  seeming  Ethiopian  slave,  holding 
the  noble  dog  in  a  leash,  such  as  was  usctl  m  woocf- 
craft.  It  was  a  circumstance  which  attracted  no 
notice,  for  many  of  the  pniires  of  the  Crusade  had 
introduc(*d  black  f^laves  into  their  household,  in  iniita* 
tion  of  the  barbarous  spleiidotir  of  the  Saracens.  Over 
the  King's  head  stnmnied  the  large  folds  of  the  banner, 
and.  as  he  looke<l  to  it  from  time  to  time,  he  seemed 
to  regard  a  cenniony.  indiflerent  to  himself  person- 
ally, as  important,  when  considered  as  atoning  an 
indignity  ofl<?red  to  the  kingdom  which  he  ruled.  In 
the  background,  and  on  the  verv  summit  of  the  Mount, 
a  wooden  turret,  ere  ctoi  for  the  occasion^  held  the 
Queen  Birrengaria  and  the  principal  ladies  of  the 
court.  To  this  the  King  looked  from  time  to  time, 
and  then  ever  and  anon  his  eyes  wen»  turned  on  the 
Nubian  and  the  doR,  but  only  when  such  leaders 
approached,  as,  from  circiiniKtances  of  prfvious  ill- 
will  he  suspertetl  of  being  accessary  to  the  theft  of 
the  standard,  or  whom  he  judged  capable  of  a  crime  so 
mean. 

Thus,  he  did  not  look  in  that  direction  when  Philip 
Augustus  of  Fro  nee  approached  at  the  head  of  his 
splendid  troopsof  (iallicchivair>'— nay,  he  anticipated 
the  motions  of  the  French  King,  by  descending  the 
Mount  as  the  latter  came  up  the  ascent,  so  that  they 
met  in  the  middle  space,  and  blrnd*"*!  their  cret'tings 
so  praccfullv',  that  il  (ipi>cared  they  met  in  fraternal 
equality.  The  hight  of  the  two  gn?ate»t  princes  in 
Eiimpt^  in  rank  at  oiu-f  and  p»>wer,  thus  publicly 
avowing  their  concord,  called  forth  bursts  of  thimder- 
ing  acclaim  from  th(>  CniHadinu  host  at  many  miles' 
distance,  and  made  the  roving  Arab  scouts  of  the  de- 
sert alarm  the  camp  of  Saladin  with  intelligence, 
that  the  army  of  the  Christians  was  in  motion.  Yet 
who  but  the  Kin^  of  kings  can  read  the  hearts  of 
monarchs  ?  Umier  this  smooth  show  of  courtesy, 
Rirhard  nourislu'il  displeasure  and  suspicion  acainst 
Philip,  and  Philip  meditated  withdrawing  himself  tind 
his  host  from  the  nnny  of  the  Cross,  and  leaving 
Richard  to  accomplish  or  fail  in  the  enterprise  with 
his  own  unassisteJ  forces. 

Richani's  demeanour  was  diflerent  when  the  dark- 
armed  knights  and  squires  of  the  Temple  chivalry 
approachixl— men  with  countenances  bronzed  to  Asia- 
tic blackness  by  the  suns  of  Palestine,  and  the  admi- 
rable state  of  whose  horses  and  appointments  far 
surpassed  even  that  of  the  choicest  troops  of  France 
ana  England.  The  King  east  a  hasty  glance  aside, 
but  the  Nubian  stiKxl  quiet,  and  his  trusty  dog  sat 
at  his  feet,  watching,  with  a  sagacious  yet  pleased 
look,  the  ranks  which  now  passed  beft)re  them.  The 
King's  look  turned  again  on  the  chivalrous  Templar& 
as  the  (>rand  Master,  availing  himself  of  his  mingled 
character,  bestowed  nis  benediction  on  Richard  as  a 

f>riest,  instead  of  doing  him  reverence  as  a  military 
eadfr. 

"The  misproud  and  amphibious  caitifl  puts  the 
monk  upon  in«^"  said  Richard  to  the  Earl  ot  Salis- 
bury. '^But,  Longsword.  we  will  let  it  pass.  A 
punctilio  must  not  lose  Christendom  the  services  of 
thcM?  experienetd  loners,  becaus<'  their  victonts  have 
rendered  them  overwwmng.—  l-o  you,  here  comes  our 
valiant  adversary,  the  Duke  of  Austria— mark  his 
manner  and  bearing,  Longsword— and  thou,  Nubian, 
lei  the  hound  have  full  view  o[  him.  By  Heaven,  he 
brings  his  bufibona  along  with  him !" 


78 


TALES  OF*  THE  CRUSADERS. 


LCbap.  XXIV. 


In  fiict,  wheth(7  from  habit,  or,  which  \b  more  likely, 
to  intimate  contempt  of  the  ceremonial  he  was  about 
to  comply  ^ith^  Leopold  was  attended  by  his  spruch' 
Bpredier  and  his  jester^  and,  as  he  advanced  towards 
Richard,  he  whi^ilcd  m  what  he  wished  to  be  con- 
siderfid  as  an  indifferent  manner,  though  his  heavy 
features  evinced  the  sullenness,  mixed  with  the  fear, 
with  which  a  truant  schoolboy  may  be  seen  to  ap- 
proach his  master.  As  the  r;.'luciant  dignitary  made, 
with  discomposed  and  sulky  look,  the  obeisance  re- 
quintl,  the  spruch-sprecher  snook  his  batoon,  and  pro- 
claimed, like  a  herald,  that,  in  what  he  was  now 
doing,  the  Archduke  uf  Austria  was  not  to  be  heki 
deru;<:atinK  from  the  rank  and  phvilef^s  of  a  sove- 
reign prince ;  to  which  the  jester  answered  ^^ith  a 
sonuruus  amen,  which  provoked  much  laughter 
amonR  the  bystanders. 

King  Richard  looked  more  than  once  at  the  Nubian 
and  his  dog ;  but  the  former  movifi  not,  nor  did  the 
tatter  strain  at  the  leash,  so  that  Richard  said  to  the 
slave  with  some  sconi,  "  Thv  success  in  this  enter- 
prise, my  sable  friend,  even  tfiou^h  thou  hast  brought 
thy  hound's  sagacity  to  back  thine  own,  will  not,  I 
fear,  place  thee  high  in  the  rank  of  wizards,  or  much 
augment  thy  merits  towards  our  person." 

The  Nubian  answered,  as  usual,  only  by  a  lowly 
obeisance. 

Mean  time  the  troops  of  the  Marniiis  of  Montserrat 
next  passed  in  order  l>efore  the  King  of  England. 
That  powerful  and  wily  baron,  to  make  the  greater 
display  of  his  forces,  had  divided  them  into  two 
bodies.  At  the  head  of  the  first,  consisting  of  his 
vassals  and  followers,  and  levied  from  his  Syrian  i>08- 
•essions,  came  his  brother  Enguerrand,  and  he  him- 
self followed,  leading  on  a  gallant  band  of  twelve 
hundred  Stradiota,  a  kind  of  light  cavalry  raised  by 
the  Venetian s  in  their  Dalmatian  possessions,  and  of 
which  they  had  intnisted  the  command  to  the  Mar- 
quis, with  whom  the  republic  had  many  Ifonds  of  con- 
nexion. These  Stradiots  were  clothed  in  a  fashion 
partly  European,  but  partaking  chiefly  of  the  Eastern 
fashion.  1  hey  wore,  infietxl,  short  haulterks,  but  had 
over  them  parti-(x>IounKi  tunics  of  rich  stiilik,  with 
large  wide  pantaloons  and  half  boots.  On  their 
heads  were  straight  upright  cap^  similar  to  those  of 
the  Greeks,  and  they  carried  small  round  targets, 
bows  and  arrows,  cimeters.  and  poniards.  They  were 
mounted  on  horses,  cari'fully  selected,  and  well  main- 
tained at  the  expense  of  the  State  of  Venice  ;  their 
saddles  and  appointments  resembled  those  of  the 
Turics,  and  they  rode  in  the  same  manner,  with  short 
stirrups  and  up)n  a  high  seat.  These  troops  were  of 
great  use  in  skirmishing  with  the  .Arabs,  though  un- 
able to  engage  in  close  combat,  like  the  iron-sheathed 
men-at-arms  of  Western  and  Northern  Europe. 

Before  this  goodly  band  cameConrade,  in  the  same 
garb  with  the  Stradiots,  but  of  such  rich  stuff  that  he 
seemed  to  blaze  with  g;oId  and  silver,  and  the  milk- 
white  plume  faiilenc-d  in  his  cap  by  a  clasp  of  dia- 
monds, seemed  tall  enough  to  sweep  the  clouds.  The 
noble  steed  which  he  reined  bounded  and  caracoled, 
and  <iisplayed  his  spirit  and  agility  in  a  manner  which 
might  nave  troubled  a  less  admirable  horseman  than 
the  Marquis,  who  gracefully  niled  him  with  the  one 
hand,  while  the  other  displayed  the  batoon,  whosepre- 
dominancy  over  the  ranks  wnich  he  led  seemitl  equally 
absolute.  Yet  his  authority  over  the  Stradiots  was 
more  in  show  than  in  substance ;  for  there  paced  be- 
side him,  on  an  ambling  palfrey  of  soberest  mood,  a 
little  old  man,  dressed  entirely  in  black,  without 
beard  or  mustaches,  and  having  an  appearance  alto- 
gether mean  and  insignificant,  when  compared  with 
the  blaze  of  splendour  around  him.  Rut  this  mean- 
looking  old  man  was  one  of  those  deputies  whom  the 
Venetian  government  sent  into  camps  to  overlook  the 
conduct  of  the  generals  to  whom  the  leading  was 
consigned,  and  to  maintain  that  jealous  system  of 
espiBrand  control  which  had  long  distinguished  the 
policy  of  the  republic. 

Conrade,  who,  by  cultivating  Richard's  humour, 
had  attained  a  certain  denee  oi  favour  with  him,  no 
moner  was  come  within  nis  ken  than  the  King  of 
England  descended  a  step  or  two  to  meet  him,  ex- 
claiming, at  the  aamc  time,  "Ha,  Lord  Marquii, 


thou  at  the  head  of  the  fleet  Stradrata.  and  thy  black 
shadow  attending  thee  as  usual,  whether  the  siu 
shines  or  not!— May  not  one, ask  thee  whether  thi 
rule  of  the  troops  remains  with  the  shadow  or  tht 
substance  V 

Conrade  was  commencing  his  reply  with  a  smik^ 
when  Roswal.  the  noble  hound,  uttering  a  furiooi 
and  savage  yell,  sprung  forward.  The  Nubian,  at  tht 
same  rime,  slipped  the  leash,  and  the  hound,  ruahjof 
on,  leapt  upon  Conrade's  noble  charger,  and  seizing 
the  Marquis  by  the  throat,  pulled  him  down  from  tbi 
saddle.  The  plumed  rider  lay  roUing  on  the  sand, 
and  the  frightened  horse  fled  m  wild  career  through 
the  camp. 

*'Thy  hound  hath  pulled  down  the  right  quarry.  I 
warrant  him'"— said  the  King  to  the  Niibian,  "andl 
vow  to  Saint  George  he  is  a  stag  of  ten  tynes!— 
Pluck  the  dogoti;  lest  he  throttle  him." 

The  Ethiopian,  accordingly,  though  not  without 
difficulty,  disengaged  the  dog  from  Conrade,  and 
fastened  him  up,  still  highly  excited,  and  struggliiig 
in  the  leash.  Mean  while  many  crowded  to  tba 
spot,  especially  followers  of  Conrade,  and  offioen 
of  the  Stradiots,  who,  as  they  saw  their  leader  lis 
gazing  wildly  on  the  sky,  raised  him  up.  amid  a  tu- 
multuary cry  of— **  Cut  the  slave  and  bis  hound  to 
pieot^s!'' 

But  the  voiee  of  Richard,  loud  and  8onorou^  was 
heard  clear  nlH>ve  all  other  exclamations— ''He dief 
the  death  who  injures  the  hound !  He  hath  but  done 
his  duty,  after  the  sagacity  with  which  God  and  nir 
ture  have  endowed  the  brave  animal.— Stand  forwaid 
for  a  false  traitor,  thou  Conrade,  Marquis  of  Mont- 
serrat !    I  impeach  thee  of  treason." 

Several  of  the  Syrian  leaders  had  now  come  v^ 
and  Conrade^  vexation,  and  shame,  and  oonfuaioa 
struggling  with  passion  in  his  manner  and  voice,  ex- 
claimed, ^*  What  means  this  7- With  what  am  I 
charged  ?— Why  this  base  usag&  and  these  reproach- 
ful terms  7— Is  this  the  league  of  concord  which  Eng- 
land reneweil  but  so  lately  ?" 

"  Are  the  Princes  of  the  Crusade  turned  hares  or 
deem  in  the  eyes  of  King  Richard,  that  heehouldilip 
hounds  on  them?"  said  the  sepulchral  voice  of  toe 
Grand  Master  of  the  Templara 

*'  It  must  be  some  singular  accident— some  fatal 
mistake"— said  Philip  of  France,  who  lude  up  at  the 
same  moment. 

"  Some  detreit  of  the  Enemy,"  said  the  Archbishop 
of  Tyre. 

*'.4  stratagem  of  the  Saracens,"  cried  Heniy  of 
Champagne—"  It  were  well  to  hang  up  the  dog,  and 
put  the  slave  to  the  torture." 

"  Let  no  man  lay  hand  upon  them,"  said^Ricbud, 
"as  he  loves  his  own  life !— Conrade,  stand  forth,  if 
thou  darcBt,  and  deny  the  accusation  which  this  mute 
animal  hath  in  his  noble  instinct  brought  againsK 
thee,  of  injury  done  to  him,  and  foul  scorn  to  Eng- 
land 7" 

"  I  never  touched  thebannej,"  said  Conrade.  hudlT. 

''Thy  words  betray  thee,  Conrade!"  said  Richard; 
"  for  how  didst  thou  know,  save  from  conscious  goilt, 
that  the  question  is  concerning  the  banner?" 

"Hast  thou  then  not  kept  the  camp  in  turmoil  on 
that  and  no  other  score 7"  answered  Conrade;  "and 
dost  thou  impute  to  a  prince  and  an  ally  a  criniflb 
which,  after  all,  was  probably  committed  by  some 
paltry  felon  for  the  sake  of  the  gold  thread  1  Or 
woulast  thou  now  impeach  a  confederate  on  the  credit 
of  a  dog  ?" 

By  this  time  the  alarm  was  becoming  general,  ao 
that  Philip  of  France  inteipoaed. 

"  Princes  and  nobles,"  he  said,  "  you  apeak  in  pre- 
sence of  those  whose  swords  will  soon  be  at  the 
throats  of  each  other,  if  they  hear  their  leaders  tl 
such  terms  together.  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  let  w 
draw  ofli  each  liia  own  troops,  into  their  a^arata 

?uarters,  and  ourselves  meet  an  hour  hence  m  the 
'avilion  of  Coundl,  to  take  some  order  in  thit  new 
state  of  confuskiiL" 

"Content,"  aaid  King  Richard,  "though  I  ahonU 
have  liked  to  have  interro^ted  that  caitm  while  his 
gay  doublet  was  yet  besmirched  with  aand— But  the 
pleaaure  of  France  shall  be  ours  in  this  matter." 
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ade™Bfii»i«iedoiw»Bpippo»ed,eachprince  conltned.  Credit  mc.  Toy«l  brnthcr,  that  hidden 
— „  himKlf  ai  Cbe  head  of  hw  awn  tonWBi  and  crimca  havooficn  been  brought  to  light  by  ihe  tcati- 
utn  »]S  h^aid  on  all  wdca  ihe  crying  of  war-che^    mony  even  of  inanimate  aubaian ■ — 


undinRofnlbennfi-notea  upon  buglcsand  animate  far  infcriiir  in  Lnt<linclivR  nitiriiy  lu  tbadog. 

irimtpeti  by  «liich  the  diflereni  Brragglera  were  mm-  who  isilie  frii'iid  nnd  rompaniun  of  uur  raw," 
mt&rt  to  ihrir  ;innee'a  banner  i  and  i!ie  iroopa  were       "  Sucli  iidiii-l  there  hathmdwd  bi-cn,  rHyallirolhcr," 

•buniyum  in  inoiion,  tach  Ukinp  ilitTeTeni  rouieB  anawcrcd  Philip,  "and  thai  in  Ilip  rvi^ofnneof  our 

SruujhlbecaLiiipuiiheiiownqmrierB.   Ruislihuiigh  predreesmra,  lo  whom  God  be  graiioua.    But  il  was 

ur  unmoiiaic  aei  of  violtnec  waa  ihua  nrcTenttd,  in  the  old™  time,  nor  can  y,v  hold  it  ■  precedent 

jilllwaecidruiwbirhhadiBktnplnccdweliondvery  fiiiinR  forth  i«  occasion.    The  dofi'ndanl  in  thai  case 

mMi  and  those  fonigUGra,  who  had  that  morniiiB  was  a  ptivalc  gMillenian,  of  siiiall  rank  or  ropcel  i 

UiM  Ru-htrd  a*  the  woribival  10  kad  their  army,  hia  ofii'naiiD  wvapoaH  wtrc  only  a  club,  hii  ddenaive 


iiF*  iMHimd  ihfeir  preiudices  oftainat  hisDndaanJ   a  iealhem  jerkin.    But  wc  cannot  dcfrrudi 
btAmnce,  while  ■'—    — '■-'" ■"" —      ' ~  ■■-  -■- '  — '■ "^  — ' 


i  I  lifeir  prejudices  uftainat  hisDndcanJ  a  leiilhem  jctfcin.    Bi 

HhileibeEaeliah.conccivingibohonmr  to  ilic  di»f!race  of  ui 

.  .. -nlrvcMineclnl  wiih  ibequarrcloT which  ignatniny  of  nich  ■  cc 

isr^iMiprepnna  iiBil  ^ne  about,  conaideredliiB  natives      "  I  nKvernitDnl  thi.  , ,    ...... 

(f  bibct  ciiuiiiries  jtalouj  of  tlie  fame  of  England  ard  ;  "  it  wito  fviil  play  lu  haznril  ihe  good  h 

IS4  het  Kiiifc,  and  dispcwed  to  undcnuine  it  by  the  lifr  a(fain>l  thnt  of  such  a  dotibli'-fncH 

.  -t,^f  inti^jjup.    Many  and  various  were  the  Conrade  balhpraTeil  hiuivplf     Uui  tl 


Mil*  ^iniadupoii  the  occasion,  and  then 
cb  avemil  thai  the  U 


miitbavcn.-ii  thai  theUueeni 

Biih  alariiied  by  rha  lumuli,  and  thai  one  of  them   least,  it 


t!uiuadc  nisdo  no  bnily  diurt  (o  arize  on  the  pkdee 
"  '   ~' '     '      It  iniiitbiiiiiiddteof  iheB8i>vinblr, 


Cuande  had  in  Ihe  inHin  while  laiiT  aaidu  hia  dis-  and  King  Philip  hid  time  to  tvply,  ere  the  Marqina 

^MdurEd  dnsSB,  and  «ith  it  the  ahsme  and  ronfuaion  made  a  motion  to  lift  thoBlove. 

Iitc  of  hia  talcnisand  proni|ililuiIe,  had  at  "  A  kins,"  said  he  of  Franca,  "  1 

finied  lum,  owing  to  ibc  Uranftunca*  of  than  n  nialch  fin  ihe  Matquia  Ci 


siMaccicrni.  and  auddenneaa  of  ihc  ao^uaaliun.    He   would  he  Icra.    Kinal  Biebard,  thia  einiiol  be  per- 
iwRibeil  bh<^,a  prince,  and  rnleird  the  eouii'   niillcd.    Vou  are  ijut  Jrailcr  of  oiii  expcdiliou— the 

.  , „ _..  '  said  Iha  Vena- 

n  provedilurft,  "  unlil  tiie  King  of  Kngland  afaall 
D)d(  a  »tiow  of  NippomnR  him,  and  delciHlinR  hia  have  rniaid  ihc  lUiv  ilioiiannd  bnanls  which  he  i> 
auft  chieflv  ixrhapa  from  jrahtical  motiiies,  or  be-  ind<'lili<d  (o  the  republic.  It  irciionidi  to  be  threatened 
tww  the)'  ihemaelvea  itoiuulied  a  peraanal  enmity  with  loas  of  our  debt,  ahouhl  out  iliibtor  fall  by  ibe 
■piBK  Kichanl.  lianilH  of  ihc  paeaiiii,  without  ilir  ndditioiial  ibk  uf  bis 

rb*  ipptamncc  of  union  in  Amur  of  Conrade  being  iHain  in  urnwla atiion|K ChtistLolii^ concerning 
m^tmm  in Aucncing  ifac  King  of  England.    He  doin  and  tiannem." 

OLM^  the  O-ooncil  wRh  his  usual  indiilG'rence  of  "And  I,"  said  William  with  the  Lnnf;  Swoid,  Rarl 
CUT WT.  and  in  tlic  same  dreaa  in  which  be  bud  just  of  Sniitibiiry,  "  ijniU'^l  in  my  turn  atraiaat  my  royal 
■kfhtcd  from  lioracback.  He  ct«l  •  carelcsa  and  broiber  periling  liia  life,  which  la  the  prcipiTiy  uf  ihe 
UKwhat  acomftil  olanrv  on  ihe  Icaib^n,  who  had  people  of  England,  in  aiich  n  canst'.— Hltt,  nobln 
«:lh  iradM  aricctation  amnged  tlieniwlvcs  around  l)Toiher.  leniw  hack  your  glove,  and  ibink  only  as  if 
CttmiB,  as  if  owmng  hia  cause,  and  in  the  moat  ihe  wiiid  had  blown  il  from  juur  hiimj.  Mine  ahall 
C-itn  i«nfi>  HiSTlicd  Cunraile  of  MoiiEsonal  with  lie  in  its  ilcod.  A  kmg'a  sun,  though  wiili  the  bar 
twinp  niikn  ihr  Banner  of  F.n^nnd,  and  wounded  ainisteron  luaabicld,  iaal  least  a  matchforthia  mar- 
31  faitbrul  animal  who  alood  in  ita  defence.  mosetofa  mnrquia." 

Conridr  aroM  boldly  to  naancr,  and  in  despite,  na  "  PrincMi  and  nobW  raid  Conrade,  I  will  not 
aiEipn*x41umiwli;uf  nianandbniii.'.kingardog,  ac«pi  of  King  Ricbanl'*  dnftance.  H«  baih  been 
KMrhed  bis  iDnorencrof  ihe  cniiic  chanted.  chosen  our  li<adcr  agaiivl  Ihe  Karncciw,  and  if  kit 

-  Brother  of  Efngland/'  saM  Philip,  who  wiUiiigly  conxcirncc  can  nnawet  ibc  amisaiinn  of  proTohinc 
annw)  tlw  characlcrul' moderalorarthc  aaieinbly,  an  ally  10  the  fipld  or  aqiiarnd  hnfnvnlous,  mine,  at 
~^if  an  unusual  impeacbmrnl.  We  do  not  bear  IcaM,  cannol  enduR  ibr  repmaeb  of  aen:iiling  11. 
Tn  avouch  I'our  own  knawledge  of  ihis  inBllcr,  fat*  Bui  louebing  liia  baataid  broihrr,  Wdtiam  of  Wood- 
Bcrlhan  your  belief  rcHunu  upon  the  dcmcinour  of  stock,  or  ajrainst  anv  other  who  ahall  uihipl,  or  shall 
U  bound  lownrda  the  Marnuia  iif  Monlscrrat.  dnrc  to  alanl  (todfalbiir  10  this  moKt  false  charge,  1 
SctSi  Ihe  HonI  of  a  kni^ihi  and  prini-c  should  bear  will  (h-fcnd  my  honour  in  tfie  bats,  and  prove  wbo- 
Lciiii.t  acaini-:  thebarliing  "f  a  cutT'  sot\'i'r  inipeanlmi  il  a  Ihlae  liar." 

'Kovan'rolhi'r,''  rtiumi-d  Richard,  "  recollect  thai  "  The  Manuisof  Monlaemt,.  F,iid  the  Archbialiop 
it  .llroinhiy,  who  iW*e  ihc  dogto  be  conipaiiion  of  of  Tyre,  "  hnlli  i^iokcn  lihf  a  wise  and  modcrata  gcn- 
w:^*ur(-*andauT  toihs  halh  invcsiMl  hnunrilba  tlenian;  anil  inrtliinks  this  rontnyi'TBy  iiiipbL  vitb- 
txat  nahXi-  and  incapomv  of  dercil.  He  loifiett  —■•  J-hn™-,.  <.,  .nunmiu  ..ml  ir  ihiannini." 
MAutfncnd  nor  ioo-rBin«nbm  and  with  aecuraev, 
Ml  brn^fii  and  injury.  lie  hath  a  riiara  of  man's 
aalr^seaci:,  but  no  share  of  man  s  falfelmod.    \  00 

Kiv  bribe  u  soldier  10  Maya  man  with  hisawonl,  or  i-mimu  ui  rmun',  uimwi-n-v  *.—-,-,  u«.  ..i,..i,f  1**^ 
iT.ncB*  to  labe  Lfc  !>)■  falw  aecusalwn  ;  hut  you  n-orda  slisll  nerfr  do  my  ihongha  ao  mui4i  ii^ry. 
aanuT  make  a  hqund  tear  his  benefactor— ho  is  the  I  have  cborgiil  i-ontWl.'onndc  oa  a  ibm,  nbih  under 
bm  lit  man,  M*u  when  man  juatly  iiicnrn  hin  en-  rloiul  of  niabr,  piiile  firmi  lis  pluro  tbe  f  nihh^i  of 
a.tr  Dn.B  vundM-M««|iiisinwbalpeni™k.robc»  Enalnnd'a  dignitr.  I  alill  believe  and  ehar[w  him  10 
j«"  Bji-KliaguiH:  hia  apjJrtitance— alter  hw  com-   lie  such  ;  and  when  a  dav  1*  appomlrd  lor  the  com- 

C'  in  tiilb  dni3!>  and  woBhcr-hirie  him  anndal  a  lint,  doubl  not  thal,HiiiceConmdede<-hne*tomet-luB 
inj  men— 1  will  yn  P»»n  m/sienlrB  thai  tlic  :  in  p<rmn,I  will  find  a  rbamnion  loapiieatmauppott 
Usui  deierts  him.  and  rxprewea  his  rci«ilnicnl,  as  1  ol  niy  challenge ;  for  iboii,  Wlliam,  imisi  nut  Ihrust 
n,u  have  ihia  day  tchcld.  Tliis  is  no  now  inciilrai,  I  iby  long  sword  into  ihia  iinain:!  wilhoul  our  apeatl 
li'iowh  a  FtrailR:  one  MinttererfnitdlobbrnliaTO  Jicenae.  ,,  ,. 
l<a.i.H.n;iK  eanviciRd.andsnlMcddcalhundersuch  "  Since  my  rank  makes  me  arhilrr  in  tbM  molt 
nSwCVnJ  Dirn  have  snid  ibat  the  finRcr  of  God  imhanfiy  mailer,"  mid  Philip  of  Pnin.-c,  "I  appoint 
inuuL  rnlhin*- own  land,  rotal  brother,  and  upon  ihe  fifth  day  Ihim  hence  tbrilie  dccMon  Ibeicof,^ 
^■h  an  occasion  ihc  ma  Iter  was  tried  by  a  solemn  ivnyofeoiiihal,a('cordingtnknwhllri>Mgc^KlcbBia, 
M  Niwi^  inc  mail  and  ihedoft,  asari|<cllanl  and  King  of  England,  to  aiwir  by  hit  champion  as  ap- 
Wmrliftl  'n  a  cimllenge  of  muider.  Tho  dog  was  prllanl,  and  Conrad.v  Mnniiiis  of  Hontst-rral,  in  his 
"-diandtlKi  crime  was   own  person,  oa  defendant,    ^tl  I  own,  I  know  not 
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when  to  liod  neatiid  ground  where,  each  a  quarrel 
may  be  fouebt  out ;  for  it  must  not  be  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood orthis  camp,  where  the  soldiers  would  make 
(action  on  the  diflferent  sides." 

"  It  were  well,"  said  Richard^  "  to  apply  to  the 
generosity  of  the  royal  Saladin,  smce,  heathen  as  he 
IS,  I  have  never  known  knizht  more  fulfilled  of  nobje- 
ness,  or  to  whose  good  faith  we  may  so  peremptorily 
intrust  ourselves.  I  speak  thus  for  those  who  may 
be  doubtful  of  mishap— for  myself,  wbererer  I  see  my 
foe,  I  make  that  spot  my  battle-ground." 

**  Be  it  so,"  said  Phihp  ;  "  we  will  make  this  mat- 
ter known  to  Saladin,  although  it  be  showing  to  an 
enemy  the  unhappy  spirit  of  disco  id  which  we  would 
willingly  hide  from  even  ourselves,  were  it  possible. 
Ifean  while,  I  dismiss  this  assembly,  and  charge  you 
all,  as  Christian  men  and  noble  knights,  that  ye  let 
this  unhappy  feud  breed  no  farther  brawline  in  the 
camp,  but  regard  it  as  a  thing  solemnlj  referred  to 
the  judgment  of  Grod,  to  whom  each  ox  vou  should 
pray  that  he  will  dispose  of  victory  in  the  combat 
acocrding  to  the  truth  of  the  quarrel;  and  therewith 
may  His  will  be  done  !" 

"Amen,  amen !"  was  answered  on  all  sides:  while 
the  Templar  whis{)ered  the  Marquis,  "  Conrade,  wilt 
thou  not  add  a  petition  to  be  deUvered  from  the  power 
of  the  dog,  as  the  Psalmist  hath  it  7*^ 

"Peace,  ihou !"  replied  the  Marquis ;  "  there  is 

a  revealing  demon  abroad,  which  may  report,  amongst 
other  tidings,  how  far  thou  dost  carry  the  motto  of 
thy  order — Ftriatur  LeoV 

*'  Thou  wilt  stand  the  brunt  of  challenge  1"  said  the 
Templar. 

"  Doubt  me  not,"  said  Conrade.  "  I  would  not,  in- 
deed, have  willingly  met  the  iron  arm  of  Richard  him- 
sdf,  imd  I  shame  not  to  confess  that  I  rejoice  to  be 
free  of  his  encounter.  But,  from  his  bastard  brother 
downward,  the  man  breathes  not  in  his  ranks  .vHom 
I  fear  to  meet." 

"It  is  well  you  are  so  confident,"  continued  the 
Templar;  "and  in  that  case,  the  fangs  of  yonder 
hound  have  done  more  to  dissolve  this  league  of 
princes^  than  either  thy  devices,  or  the  dagger  of  the 
Charc«;ite.  Seest  thou  how,  under  a  brow  studiously 
overclouded,  Philip  cannot  conceal  the  satisfaction 
which  he  feels  at  the  prospect  of  release  from  the  alh- 
ance  which  sat  so  heavy  on  him  7  Mark  how  Henry 
of  Champagne  smiles  to  himself,  like  a  sparkling 
goblet  of  his  own  wine — and  see  the  chuckling  delight 
of  Austria,  who  thinks  his  quarrel  is  about  to  be 
avenged,  without  risk  or  trouble  of  his  own.  Hush, 
he  approaches.— A  most  grievous  chance,  most  royal 
AuBtna,  that  these  breaches  in  the  walls  of^  our 
Zion" 

"  If  thou  meanest  this  Crusade,"  replied  the  Duke, 
**  I  would  it  were  crumbled  to  pieces,  and  each  were 
safe  at  home !— I  speak  this  in  confidence." 

"  But,"  said  the  Maniuis  of  Montserrat,  "  to  think 
this  disunion  should  be  made  hv  the  hands  of  King 
Richard,  for  whose  pleasure  we  nave  been  content^ 
to  endure  so  much,  and  to  whom  we  have  been  as 
submissive  as  slaves  to  a  master,  in  hopei  that  he 
would  use  his  valour  against  our  enemies,  instead  of 
exercising  it  upon  our  fnends !" 

"  I  see  not  that  he  is  so  much  more  valorous  than 
others,"  said  the  Archduke  "  I  beUeve,  had  the  noble 
Marquis  met  him  in  the  lists,  he  would  have  had  the 
belter;  for,  thoogli  the  islander  deals  heavy  blowa 
with  the  pole-axe,  he  is  not  so  very  dexterous  with 
the  lance.  I  should  have  cared  little  to  have  met  him 
nyself  on  our  old  quarrel,  had  the  weal  of  Christen- 
jsm  permitted  to  sovereign  princes  to  breathe  them- 
selves in  the  hsts— And  if  thou  destrest  it,  noble  Mar- 
quia,  I  will  myself  be  your  godfather  in  this  eombat" 

"And  I  also,'*  said  the  Urand  Master. 

"  Come,  then,  and  take  your  nooning  in  our  tent, 
noble  sirs,"  said  the  Dnke,  "  and  we'll  speak  of  this 
bumness,  over  some  right  nicrenstein. 

They  entervxl  together  accordingly. 

"What  ^id  our  patron  and  these  great  folks  to- 
gether?" said  Jonas  Schwanker  to  his  companion,  the 
sprueh-sprecfury  who  had  used  the  freedom  to  preas 
nigh  to  his  master  whoi  the  council  was  dismuoed, 
while  the  jester  waited  at  a  more  rospectfiil  distance. 


"  Servant  of  Folly,"  said  the  tpruck'Wpreekert  **mo- 
derate  thy  curiosity— it  beseems  not  that  I  should  tdl 
to  thee  the  counsels  of  our  master." 

** Man  of  wisdom,  you  mistake."  answered  Jonas; 
**  we  are  both  the  constant  attendants  on  our  patroiL 
a&d  it  concerns  us  alike  to  know  whether  thou  or  I 
—Wisdom  or  Folly— have  the  deeper  interest  ia 
him." 

"  He  told  to  the  Marauis,"  ansvrered  the  apruekr 
sprecheTf  "and  to  the  urand  Master,  that  he  was 
aweary  of  these  wars,  and  wenid  be  ^iad  he  wassafe 
at  home." 

"  That  is  a  drawn  cast,  and  counts  for  nothipg  in 
the  eame,"  said  the  jester;  "it  was  most  wise  to 
think  thus,  but  great  folly  to  tell  it  to  others— pro- 
ceed." 

"Ha,  hem!"  said  the  9pruch^wprexher ;  "he  next 
aaid  to  them,  that  Richard  was  not  more  valorous 
than  others,  or  over  dexterous  in  the  tilt-yard." 

"Woodcock  of  my  side,"  said  Schwanker;  "this 
was  egregious  folly.    What  next  7" 

"  Nay,  I  am  something  oblivious,"  replied  the  man 
of  wisdom—"  he  invited  them  to  a  goblet  of  nieren' 
stein." 

"That  hath  a  ahow  of  wisdom  in  it,"  said  Jonaa, 
"  thou  may'at  mark  it  to  thy  credit  in  the  mean  time: 
but  an  he  drink  too  much,  as  is  most  likdy,  I  will 
have  it  pass  to  mine.    Any  thing  more  7" 

"Nothing  worth  memory,'*  answ^ied  the  ora&or, 
"  only  he  wished  he  had  taken  the  occasion  to  meet 
Richard  in  the  lists." 

"Out  upon  it— out  upon  it r  said  Jonaa— "this is 
each  dotage  of  folly,  that  I  am  well  nigh  ashamed  of 
winning  the  game  by  it— Ne'ertheless,  Ibol  as  he  is. 
we  will  follow  him,  most  ss^e  rprruhrtprtdur^  aad 
have  our  share  of  the  wine  otnierentf^n." 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

Tet  thii  mooiMtsncy  ia  mch. 

At  Uioa,  too,  Shalt  adore  ; 
I  could  not  love  thee,  love,  ao  nneli, 

Lored  I  not  honour  iiiore.-MoirrBosa*s 

Whzn  King  Richard  returned  to  his  tent  he  com- 
manded the  Nubian  to  be  brought  before  him.  He 
entered  with  his  ii.^al  ceremonial  reverence,  and, 
having  prostrated  himself^  remained  standingoefoie 
the  King,  in  the  attitude  of  a  slave  awaiting  the  orders 
of  his  master.  It  was  perhaps  well  for  him,  that  the 
preservation  of  his  character  required  his  eyes  to  be 
fixed  on  the  eround,  since  the  keen  gianoe  with 
which  Richard  for  some  time  surveyed  him  in  si- 
lence, would,  if  fully  encountered,  have  been  *ltffi^|t 
to  sustain. 

"  Thou  canst  well  of  wood-crafi,"  said  the  KiiK. 
after  a  pause,  "  and  hast  started  thy  game  and  brouf^ 
him  to  bay,  as  ably  as  if  Tristrem  hunself  had  Uught 
thee.^  But  this  is  not  all— he  must  he  brought  down 
at  force.  I  myself  would  have  liked  to  have  leveUed 
my  hunting-spear  at  him.  There  are,  it  seems,  le- 
^xKTts  which  prevent  this.  Thou  art  about  to  return 
to  the  camp  of  the  Soldan,  bearing  a  letter,  requiring 
of  his  courtesy  to  appoint  neutral  ground  for  the  deed 
of  chivalry,  and,  should  it  consist  with  his  pleasure, 
to  concur  with  us  in  witnessing  it.  Now,  speakmg 
conjectural ly,  we  think  thou  might^st  find  in  that  camp 
some  cavalier,  who,  for  the  love  of  truth,  and  his  own 
augmentation  of  honour,  will  do  twttle  virith  this  same 
traitor  of  Montserrat  ?" 

The  Nubian  raised  his  eyes  and  fixed  them  on  the 
King  with  a  kK^L  of  eager  ardour;  then  raised  them 
to  Heaven  with  such  solemn  gratitude^  that  the  water 
soon  glistened  In  them— then  bent  his  head,  aa  affirm- 
ing what  Richard  desired,  and  resumed  his  usual 
posture  of  aubraissive  attention. 

"  It  is  we!l,"  said  the  King;  "  and  I  see  thy  desire  to 
oblige  me  in  this  matter.  And  herein,  I  must  needs 
say,  lies  the  exoeUenceof  such  a  servant  as  thou,  who 
hast  not  speech  either  to  debate  our  purpose,  or  to  re- 

/  A  Qoiwraal  traditioo  aacribed  to  Sir  Ttialivtm,  flnMMB  Cor 
mi  love  of  Um  fair  Qu«cd  Yiealt— the  laws  eonreniinf  the  prae* 
tice  of  wood-craft,  or  WMrrir,  aa  it  waa  called,  twine  UuMe  tliat 
iriatrd  to  the  rules  of  the  rhaae,  which  were  rlwwioiT  of  oisdi 
eooaeqoecee  dnrioff  the  aniddleafex 


Ch«.  XX\'.1 

a^ire  txtAaaamn  t<f  what  w«  hne  dctenniDcd-   An 
KEitJHh  Mnin^maii,  in  ihy  plm^  hid  giceii  nic  hw 


THE  TAUSHAN. 


..^ Li  ih^  coinboi  with  aDiuc  9(M(I 

iantr  oT  mr  hmuKhold,  who.  Ihini  nf  bnithn'  umc- 
nropl  diittun-nnlf^  are  nil  on  fln  to  do  batik  in  niy 
tiafti  and  ■  rhslii^nfc  Krcnrhiiinn  hni)  nindr  d  tbiiU' 
nnd  allcmru  (ii  ilwrovtr  vbnrbm  I  look  fur  n  chani- 
[u-Mi  liom  ibi;  csnip  of  tbe  infidd«.  Bui  Ihnii.  my 
Bifn:  ajtmt,  canal  di>  mine  einnd.williuni  quMlion- 
aig  ^  amiprrhcndLDg  it;  wilh  ih^  (o  hear,  La  (u 

A  bmd  dT  ihc  bodr.  and  n  ^t-niillerliiin.  wrre  Ih* 
nKO'pnal?  aiiawcroif  the  Klhiupiun  lotlwivahHrva- 

"  Ard  now  to  anaihpr  poini,"  wiid  the  Kipg,  and 
K^akinfl  Hi'lilt  nly  and  rofHdly.— "  Havf  yoa  jrel  accn 
E.!i.hW»ni.iis-neir' 

Th<  mutR  ionk"i  up  at  in  Ihu  ncl  of  bpin|t  ahniii  to 
■p-M,— naif,  hi*  IIm  had  hi^un  lo  ullrr  a  diiiinrt 
n*;iiivf.  — whi!n  ine  aborlivi- alitmpl  died  away  in 
111'  iinprt^i't  iniirniun  nf  thi'  diiinh. 

■■Why.  lo  youilwrar'  Miil  Ihp  Kinj.  "The  very 
Kond  of  the  name  of  a  royal  matilen.  of  btniily  m 
njsaF'iiw  s*  thai  of  mirlovrlirooiiiijn,  ani-ms  to  hH^e 
inwir  enuuf  h  well  ni^th  lo  make  the  dmnb  ipeak. 
WtiBi  mtrq'-K*  then  mipht  her  eye  work  upon  lurh  a 
•■itijw- !  1  will  make  llw  experiinen!.  ftiend  Blav^^ 
Tboii  I'hali  Me  (his  choicp  heauiy  of  our  coun,  and 
ii>  tv  M'ninil  of  ihn  princely  Soldan." 

Aaain  a  joyful  olince— njiain  a  Biinuflfrtion— bat, 
■I  lie  sro»c,  Iht  Kioa  laid  his  hand  heavily  on  liii 
ihAutder,  and  prore^ded  «'illi  s'ern  graviiv  ihu»,— 
''Lfi  UK  in  one  ihins  wnrn  you,  my  rame  envoy. 
Enn  •!  ihrm  vhouldai  fi^el  that  tha  kindly  influoncu 
(/her.  •rhom  thou  an  Mon  lo  behold,  ahouM  looam, 
in  bond*  of  ihy  toniroe,  preivntlr  unpriaoncdi  na  iha 
rwl  Sfildnn  exprcivei  it,  within  the  ivoiy  valla  or 
i-j  uitik,  brwarr  hnw  ihuu  chanjtMi  ihy  tsHtorB 
fhaiMler,  or  »p«ik«»t  s  word  in  hn  prerenrc,  even  il 
ii;  roVfT*  of  ulivraiir-e  w<  re  lo  he  iiiiraciiloiiMy  re- 
p  jnd.  Bi'licTK  mr,  that  I  nlioitld  have  Ihy  lun^tue 
(I'raclnl  l>y  thn  ruola.  and  ite  ivory  palace,  thai  I^  I 
t^ijrae,  itn  ran^i:  of  le'^ih,  drawn  oul  one  by  oiie. 
Vn-nrfbrv.  be  wiw  and  •■ilpiii  ailll." 

The  Nubian,  ni  wran  a*  ihe  Kinit  had  temovnl  hi* 
b'i\y  tentv  from  hia  ahoubltr,  bent  hia  hcarij  and  laid 
h.'  hand  on  hi^  lip*,  in  token  nf  nleiit  obedience. 
Alt  RJchanl  annin  hid  hit  hand  on  him  m 
ien;ly.  an4  addrd,  ''Thii>  hrJieii  we  lay  on  ibet,  .— 
--  -  -'— -  Wert  tbou  kniofai  and  jentleinan,  wo 
ledjtB  of  ihr  Hlencc, 
fournrvai.^ni  imri. 

,. inaDdlr,  biokrd  ful) 

•■  I  IK-  A.ii>f,  niul  laid  hia  lioht  haiidun  hia  heart. 
Sirhanl  ihrfl  •immontd  hia  pbainb«f  lain. 
■■&>.  .NcTillt-."  he  aaiil.  "with  this  rlave,_totb« 
wi  of  our  myal  eoniurt,  and  la 
ibai  he  hnv?  an  audienet — n  pi 
Dorcoiisin  FJiih.  He  i>  chnrsfd 
Ki  (w.  Th.)u  can»i  show  him  ilie  way  also,  in  case 
b'hqi.in;»  thy  g'lidance.  ihuugh  ihou  mny  <t  halt 
olwned  ii  in  woiiiieiful  how  familiar  be  alrtady 
nns  M  he  wilh  ihe  nurliiin  of  our  cnmp.— And 
llmg,  !o■^  friend  Eihiop,  (he  King  continued,  "wlini 
il»<>i  -tr-rl.  do  qiiirkly,  and  rEiurn  hitber  ttilhin  Ihu 

■I  Maiid  discovered,"  ihimaht the  wcmin^tNulii*", 
■■.  Ki-.h  downi'SKi  look*  and  ftilded  nrml,  be  luiluwed 
ib(  hiMy  airide  uf  .Vevifle  towarda  the  taoi  of  Quen 
ibitninria.— "I  ntnnd  undonhierilr  dltroveml  and 
■itJo,  J  to  King  Itichard ;  rut  I  eannninrnirivi!  thai 
hi'rhvntm^nl  n  hot  asntnat  me.  If  1  underatan]' 
i^tBonlAand  xurdy  it  iBiiiipi»Bibl»tuini»ititoj*ei 
•i-n.  h«  Kivee  mc  m  noble  cliaDne  of  TedeemnH  m|r 
iMKnriipoil  the  rn*t  of  ihia  falae  Hnniiin  wlmai* 

pJl  I  read  in  111"  crnven  eye  indqir ■-" 

UnHiifae  wma  mntle  »n«inat  bun.    ., ,„...„ 

Hh-baM  ihog  ■tTn.iJ  thy  maalir.andmogldcariy 
iwil  thr  wrwiir  be  Bvoiiee.1  !-Bni  what » Ihemean- 
ifip'iy  p«*-nl  p*Tmi»giiin  to to^  jipon  her,  wlwi- 

^nl■  ci^Th'er^iyn'*!*''"""*"?'"™"'"'''"'''^'^ 
■•  ha  diviiw-  kill" wonmn.  "ihej  aa  the  mw,«eiiEcrof 
bfhnlhin  Saladm. <"" »" ".'JWllr "^  whomlioeo 


lied  from  bia  camp — liia  andadoui  avowal 
n  which  in  hiejindr,  liciivi  the  Bti-aleal 
arhwRuilt?  That  RiiHuinl  iJiniild con- 
Yivinit  a  bitter  Inini  an  inftdvl  lover,  by 

~ ,  -  unr  of  Huch  diiqinporlioni'd  rank,  arg 

riihcr  of  tlieui  eircnmataiicee  uiuully  iimredilih-,  and, 
I  ihc  tame  time^  ineanaHii'nl  with  ooch  ntbiT.  But 
tieliard,  when  unmoved  by  hia  beady  paamjna,  ia 
ibcral.  seneniip,  ond  tnily  uoble,  and  ai  *iu:h  I  will 
leal  with  him,  and  art  aix^onJinu  tu  hia  inalruiniDnB, 
Jinfi  iir  implird,  aerkinfi  tu  knuw  nu  imire  (ban  may 
iiradiially  unfiild  ilaelf  witbuiii  my  oHiciiHW  inquiry. 
To  him  will)  baiipiVFii  inera  bravn  anni^irliinilyla 
,indirati>  my  raroiahed  hiinuur.  I  owe  arqiurfoince 
jiul  'ibedienee,  nnd.  pninful  aii  it  may  be,  llir  debt 
ehall  be  paid.  And  yet,"-  -thux  ilie  iinuid  awi'lliiw  of 
Ilia  liirarl  farlbar  ni  w»liil,— "  CnMir  de  Lion,  an  lie  ia 
cnlleil,  ini^il  bare  nivtMinif  tlie  C  iJinica  i>f  iitlien  by 

I  urjc  an  addrr»a  lii  hi*  kiii*wiininn!  /. 

r  apobe  woid  10  brr  when  I  innk  a  royal 
.  h>T  hand—when  1  wan  accoimli'd  nni  the 
iMita  iif  diivalry  anuin^  llie  dufi'ndeniof 
S"  /aivruach  her  wlien  m  a  baai'ditwiiiv, 

^..- acrvita  lialut-nnd,  Bln*l  wlirn  my  aniial 

condition  iaihal  of  n  Hlavck  nith  a  nwi  nf  dMbunour 
qn  that  which  was  onee  my  riiii-Ul  1  dollii*!  He 
liillc  knovrs  me.  Yeil  thank  liim  for tbeoppyrtunilr 
ivbii'h  niny  make  ua  ail  beiivr  ocquainied  with  enen 

As  he  airivtd  ni  thi*  eonduvinn,  iliey  piuscil  before 
(beenlranceoriboQuaai^a  pavilion. 

Tbey  wen-  of  coiiwe  admiitnl  by  ilie  fniardm  and 
h'tville  kaving  iliu  Xuhion  in  ■  aniall  npamiivul,  or 
antechamber,  wbiHi  wua  liui  too  well  nmrmhered 
by  him,  pawed  into  tllnl  which  wa*  uavil  aa  tbe 
UUfn'a  pn-aence-cbambcT.  Hit  eiitumnnirali'd  hie 
f^nl  maaiit's  )i1p«niK'  in  a  low  nnd  rvipectfiil  nme 
Tnire,  vny  diderml  ftoni  the  blunln>'i*  nf  Tliomaa 

I  Voux,  to  whom  Riebaid  wn*  crery  thiii^i.  and  ibo 
.  ji  of  ihu  toun,  inrliNUiw  Iteniiunna  liirmHf,  wn* 
nothins.    A  bnr«l  uf  luu^hler  tulUiwcd  the  cuaiinii- 

likr  Is  (he  Niibinn  uliive, 


(hoC> 


..e  thine  honour  in  pkdjtBof 

- eMpceialraDriiikmafaurnri 

The  Ethiopian  r«>vd  hi«  Imriy  proDdly,  biokrd  fi 


bilExndor 


rii  llic  Soli 


rMfily  [cniciiisi'd  lotlhat  of  Keniiunria.  A  negro 
ia  liu  not.  I)e  Ncvilh>,  with  blark  pkin,  a  lM:nd  cuHad 
like  a  ram'*,  a  flat  nuec,  and  liluhbcr  lips— ha,  worthy 
SirHeiio?''  „      ., 

"Lei  not  your  Grace  Ibrgel  tbe  ■hiii-lKine*.  aaid 
nnnlber  voice,  "  bent  outwards  like  Ihe  cdqe  of  a 
Saracen  cimeUT." 

"Bulhcrbkuthebowof  aCiipiil.  *ince  br  mmea 
in»a  a  lnvi^s  pmml,"  said  iIm  Qini^n.  "  Cli-nlls 
Xcville,  ihou  art  ever  prompi  lo  I'lenMirr  ii*  pont 
wanten,  who  bawtobiilc  10  pars  awny  our  idb-ma- 
mi'nir.  We  uiuatace  this  mn<n:mnr  of  love.  Turks 
ami  Muoisbavcl  *eennianT  hni  Netpn 


..  .'nnted  10  uliuy  jnour  (Iraee'a  coniutanda, 
will  bear  me  cm  wilb  my  aprerriim  Ew  dajnn 
awiu'd  ilie  debonair  kiiiehi.  "Yet  let  me 
rour  Omee,  you  will  «uo  aomewhal  diHlrenl 


"  So  uiocli  the  (itlltT—ugiki  yet  ihnn  our  im.iKinii 

inscanfaiii-y,  yet  the  chosen  lov«-ii»Bseiigrrul'llii 

illaniSoldanr 

"  Oracimi*  nindam,"  faiil  the.  UHy  Pi 


niJdni;KH1  Wubiive 

i|  iheClueen.iicoinfully.  "Vet 


hanjl^  iur  * 

thou  iiiayai  In^  riithl,  i;ali*la,  in  ihy _ 

Nubian  u  llmueallw  bini,  Hrat  do  hia  efraiid  to  our 
cuimin—Besidi'a,  Ih^  ii>muietou— in  he  mitl 

"He  id,  Bni<:i"iii  iiind "  annwrnil  ilie  kniebt. 

"Royal  *ii.fft  liHve  lliew  Ka*i'Tn  ladles,"  mil 
lli,ti'n;(aria,  "ailendul  by  thou-  belbre  whom  they 
may  »ay  any  ihinR,  yet  who  ran  nfurt  notlimifk 
WberiiiR  in  our  ennip,  ua  the  I'rebili:  of  St.  Jiide  h  i* 
wont  lu  aay,  a  hiid  la  ilin  air  wil!  cany  the  inaiUT. 

"Urcaofc  paid  Ihi  Nnrillr,  "ynar  (trace  fngata 
that  yon  apnk  within  eaiiva**  walla. 

liie  voiccit  sunk  on  this  obsi;rvaiion,  ind  afiK  a 
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little  whispering,  the  En^hsh  kiiiRht  again  returned  I 
to  the  Ethiopian,  nnd  made  him  a  sign  to  follow.  He 
did  so.  nml  Neville  conducted  him  to  a  pavilion, 
pitched  somewhat  aiiart  from  that  of  the  Queen,  for 
the  accominovlation,  it  seemed  of  the  Lady  Edith 
and  her  attendants.  One  of  her  Coptic  maidens 
received  the  message  communicated  by  Sir  Henry 
Neville,  and,  in  the  space  of  a  very  few  minutes,  the 
Nubian  was  nshertil  into  Edith  s  presence,  while 
Neville  was  left  on  the  outside  of  the  lent.  The  slave 
who  introduced  him  withdrew  on  a  signal  from  her 
mistress,  and  it  was  with  hutniliation,  not  of  the 
posture  only,  but  of  the  very  inmost  soul,  that  the 
unfortunate  knii^hi,  thus  strans^ely  disfrui^,  threw 
himself  on  one  knee,  with  looks  bent  on  the  ground, 
and  arms  folded  on  his  bosom,  like  a  criminal  who 
expects  his  doom.  Edith  was  clnd  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  when  she  received  King  RichanI,  her  long 
transparent  dark  veil  hanging  around  Iter  like  the 
shade  of  a  summer  night  on  a  beautiful  landscape, 
disguising  and  rendering  obscure  the  beauties  which 
it  could  not  hide.  She  held  in  her  hand  a  silver  lamp, 
fed  with  some  aromatic  spirit,  which  burned  with 
unusual  brightness. 

When  Edith  came  within  a  step  of  the  kneeling 
and  motionless  slave,  she  held  the  light  towards  his 
face,  as  if  lo  peruse  his  features  more  attentively, 
then  turned  from  him,  and  nlaced  her  lamp  so  as 
10  throw  the  shadow  of  his  fac^  in  profile  upon  the 
curtain  which  hung  iN.'side.  She  at  length  spoke  in  a 
voice  composed,  yet  deeply  sorrowful. 

"Is  it  you  ?— Is  it  indtjeti  you,  brave  Knight  of  the 
Leopard— gallant  Sir  Kenneth  of  Scotland— is  it 
indeed  you'?— thus  servilely  disguised— thus  sur- 
rounded by  a  hundn^l  dangers  ?" 

At  hcfinng  the  tones  of  nis  lady's  voice  thus  un- 
expectedly addressed  lo  him,  and  in  a  tone  of  com- 
passion approaching  to  tenderness,  a  corresponding 
reply  rushed  to  the  knight's  lips,  and  scarce  could 
Richard's  coiinnands,  and  his  own  j.iromisud  silence, 
prevent  his  answering,  that  the  sight  he  saw,  the 
sounds  he  just  heard,  were  sufficient  to  recompense 
the  slavery  of  a  life,  and  dangers  which  threatened 
that  life  every  hour.  He  did  recollect  himself,  how- 
ever, and  a  deep  and  impassioned  sigh  was  his  only 
repiv  to  the  high-born  Koith's  question. 

"  1  see  -I  know  I  have  gnesscd  right"— continued 
Edith.  "I  marked  you  from  your  first  appearance 
near  the  platform  on  vvliicli  I  stood  with  the  Queen. 
I  knew,  too,  your  valiant  honnd.  She  is  no  true  lady, 
and  is  unworthy  of  the  srrviro  of  s;u5h  a  knight  as 
thou  art,  from  wlioiii  disguises  of  dress  or  hue  could 
concx>al  a  faitii!'.'J  st-rvani.  Sneak,  thini,  without  fear, 
to  Edith  PlanlageneL  She  knows  how  to  grace  in 
adversity  the  good  knight  who  served,  honoured,  and 
did  deeds  of  arms  in  her  name,  when  fortune  he- 
friended  him.— Still  silent !  Is  it  fear  or  shame  that 
keeps  ihco  so?  Fear  should  be  unknown  to  thetr ;  and 
for  shame,  let  it  remain  with  those  who  have  wronged 
ihcv." 

The  knight,  in  desi»air  at  being  oblige<I  to  play  the 
mute  in  an  inter^•iew  so  interesting,  could  only  e.xpn^ss 
his  mortification  by  sighing  deeply,  and  laving  liis 
finger  upon  his  lips.  Edith  slepjietl  bark,  as  If  some- 
what disploast'd. 

"What!"  she  said,  "the  Asiatic  mute  in  Vrry dtx;vl, 
as  well  as  in  attire  ?  This  I  looked  not  for— Or  tlioii 
mays' St  scorn  me,  perhaps,  for  thus  Mdl/  acknov.^- 
ledging  that  I  luivo  hee.jfully  observed  tiie  h<)iiKi;rr 
lliou  hast  paid  iw  ?  Hold  m*  unworthy  tiioughts  of 
Edith  on  that  account.  She  knows  well  the  bounds 
which  reserve  and  modesty  prescrilv^  to  high-lwrn 
maidens,  and  kIic  knows  when  and  how  lar  they 
should  give  place  to  gratitude— to  a  sincere  desire  that 
it  wom  m  her  power  to  repay  servicps  and  repair  in- 
juries, arising  irom  the  devotion  which  a  good  knight 
Dore  towards  lu.r.— Whyfold  thy  hands  together,  and 
wring  them  with  so  much  passion?— Can  it  be,  nhe 
added,  shrinking  back  at  the  ide^i— "  that  their  cnielty 
has  actually  deprived  thee  of  speech  ?  Thou  siiakest 


thy  head.  Be'  it  a  spell— l>c  it  obstinacy,  1  question 
thee  no  farther^  but  leave  thee  to  do  thine  errand  after 
thine  own  fashion.    I  also  can  be  mute." 

The  disguised  knight  made  an  action  as  if  at  once 
lamenting  his  own  condition,  and  deprecating  her  dis- 
pleasure, while  at  the  same  time  he  oresentcd  to  her, 
wrapped,  as  usual,  in  fine  silk  and  cloth  of  gold,  the 
letter  of  th(:  Soldaii.  She  tf>ok  it,  surveyc-ei  it  care- 
lessly, then  laid  it  aside,  and  bending  her  eyes  once 
more  on  the  knight,  she  said  in  a  low  tone—"  Not 
even  a  word  to  do  thine  errand  to  me  ?" 

He  pressed  both  his  hands  to  his  brow,  as  if  to 
intimate  the  pain  which  he  fch  at  king  unable  to 
obey  her ;  but  she  turned  from  him  in  anger. 

"Begone!"  she  said.  "I  have  spoken  enough- 
loo  much — to  one  who  will  not  waste  on  me  a  word 
in  re'ply.  Begone!— and  say,  if  I  have  wronged 
the-c,  I  nave  done  penance ;  for  if  I  have  been  the 
unhappy  means  of  dragging  thee  down  from  a  station 
of  honour,  I  have,  in  this  interview,  forgotten  my 
own  worth,  and  lowered  myself  in  thy  eyes  and  in  my 
own." 

She  covered  her  eyes  with  her  hand,  and  seemed 
deeply  agitated.  Sir  kenneth  would  have  approached, 
but  she  waveel  him  back. 

"  Stand  off!  thou  whose  soul  Heaven  hath  suited 
to  its  new  station !  Aught  less  dull  and  fearful  than  a 
slavish  mute  had  spoken  a  word  of  gratitude,  were  it 
but  to  reconcile  me  to  my  own  degradation.  Why 
pause  you  ?— begone !" 

The  disguised  knight  almost  involuntarily  looked 
towards  the  letter  as  an  apology  for  protracting  his 
stay.  She  snatched  it  up,  saying,  in  a  tone  of  irony 
and  contempt,  "I  had  forgotten— the  dutiful  slave 
waits  an  answer  to  his  message.— How's  this- from 
the  Soldan !" 

She  hastily  ran  over  the  contents,  which  were  ex- 

Eressed  both  in  Arabic  and  French,  and  when  she 
ad  done,  she  laughed  jn  bitter  anger. 

"Now  this  passes  imagination!'  she  said;  "no 
iongleur  e;an  show  so  deft  a  transmutation !  Hia 
lei;<Tdeniain  can  transform  zechins  and  bezants  into 
doits  and  maravedies;  but  can  his  art  convert  a 
Christian  knight,  ever  estc<."med  among  the  bravest 
of  the  Holy  C^nisade,  into  the  dust-kissing  slave  of  a 
heathen  Soldan— the  bearer  of  a  Paynim's  insolent 
proposals  to  a  Christian  maidon— nay,  forgeiiinf^  the 
laws  of  honourable  chivalry,  as  well  as  of  religion! 
But  it  avails  not  talking  to  the  willing  slave  of  a  hea- 
then hound.  Tell  your  masteT,  when  nis  scotirge  shall 
have  found  thee  a  tongue,  that  which  thou  hast  seen 
mo  do."— So  saying,  she  threw  the  Soldan's  letteron 
the  fO*ound,  and  placed  her  foot  upon  it—"  And  say 
to  him,  that  Edith  Plantagonct  scorns  the  homa{^  of 
an  uncliristeneHJ  Pagan." 

With  these  words  she  was  al)Out  to  shoot  from  the 
knight,  when,  kn^ding  at  her  feet  in  bitter  agony,  he 
venture.l  to  lay  his  hand  upon  her  robe,  and  oppose 
hfT  departure. 

"Heanist  thou  not  what  I  said,  dull  slave?"  she 
said,  turning  short  round  on  him,  and  speaking  with 
emphasis;  "  tell  the  heathen  Soldan,  thy  master,  that 
I  .scorn  his  suit  as  much  as  I  despise  the;  prostration  of 
a  worthies'*  nmeg.uie  to  ri:ligion  and  chivalry — to  God 
anil  to  his  lady!" 

So  sayin;2',  she  burst  fn»in  liini,  tore  her  garment 
from  his  grasp,  and  Irfi  the  trnt. 

The  voice  of  Mcvilli*.  at  the  same  time,  summoned 
him  from  wii hoi, t.  Exliau«tpd  and  stupified  by  the 
dlstn'-ss  he  had  undLT;;i>ne  during  this  interview,  from 
which  he  could  only  liayo  extricated  himself  by  breach 
of  the  enga^rement  which  hj  had  formed  with  King 
Richard,  the  unfortunate  kniglit  staggered  rather  than 
walk'^d  afier  the  Eng:i:<h  baron,  till  they  reached  the 
royal  pavilion,  before  which  a  party  of  horsemen  had 
just  dismounted.  'I'hcre  was  light  and  motion  within 
the  tent,  and  when  Neville  entered  with  his  disguised 
attendant,  the>y  found  the  King,  with  several  of  his 
nobility,  engaged  in  welcoming  those  who  were  newly 
arrived. 


CfiAP.  XXVI.] 


THE  TAUSMAN. 


83 


CHAPTER   XXVI. 

"  Th^  trani  I  abed  muvt  ervr  fall  I 
I  «t*fp  oolfur  nn  absont  swain, 
For  tioM  in:tr  happier  liuurw  rocall. 
And  parted  lowrtf  meet  affain. 

''  I  wefp  not  for  the  «ilcnt  dead, 
Their  iMioii  ■»>  i*aiit.  their  norruwii  o'er, 
And  thiMe  tti«t  loved  their  ateM  iniut  tread, 
Wii«iD  deatli  feliall  join  to  part  do  more." 

Bat  wur«n  than  obicnce.  worve  than  death, 
s>)u'  wept  Iter  Jot-ttr'«  i^uUied  fkrac. 
And.  firijd  wiUi  all  the  pride  of  birth, 
FAift  wt>pt  a  Aoldier'd  injurvd  ntMio.— Ballad. 

The  frank  anil  bold  voice  of  Richard  was  heard  in 
^o;ou?  {^ratuUtion. 

Thomas  d«  Vniix!  stout  Tom  of  the  Gills!  by 
:he  head  of  King  Hcnr>',  thuu  art  welcome  to  me 
asr^vtr  was  tln<k  of  wine  to  a  jolly  toper!  I  should 
scarce  have  known  bow  to  onkT  my  battle  arrav, 
un'nas  I  had  thy  bulky  fonn  in  mine  eye  as  a  land- 
mark to  form  my  ranks  iipon.  We  shall  have  blows 
ir.oii,  Ti>on]»2i,  if  iht*  saints  be  sracious  to  lis;  and 
bid  wc  fniieht  in  ihinc  absence,  1  would  have  lookf.'d 
t.>  hi  ir  of  thy  being  found  hanging  upon  an  eldcr- 

'  1 5>houId  liave  borne  my  disapp^jintmcnt  with  more 
rhr:>;;an  potienco,  I  trust,"  said  Thomas  de  Vnn.x, 

ihan  to  nav<;  died  the  death  of  an  apostate.  But 
I  i\isi\:\  your  Grace  for  my  welcome,  which  is  the 
more  ;:i:;nerous,  as  it  respects  a  banquet  of  blows,  of 
whi  jh,  savins;  your  pleasure,  you  arc  ever  too  apt  to 
rji^i^:^  the  larger  share ;  but  here  have  I  brought  one, 
U)  whom  vour  Grace  will,  I  know,  give  a  yet  warmer 
welcitiiie." 

The  person  who  now  stepped  forward  to  make 
tbc-L^ance  to  Richard,  w'as  a  young  man  of  low  stature 
srvj  ^lizht  form.  His  dress  was  as  modest  as  his 
fi^]rt-  was  i:ninipressive,  but  he  bun;  on  his  bonnet  a 
znil  ^i:cklr.  with  a  gem,  the  lustre  of  which  could 
I'lil}  Y-f.  nvollod  bv  the  brilliancy  of  the  eye  which  the 
i-.a.if*.  friiadt-d.  It  was  the  only  striking  feature  in 
Ills  corinfenrincc  J  but  wh.'Mi  oner  noticed,  it  ever  made 
a  str^na  in»pri.ss«ion  on  the  spectator.  About  his  neck 
•htft  hunir  in  n  scarf  of  sky-blue  silk  atcrcsf^  as  if 
VLB  callfc*!,— that  is,  the  k(;y  with  which  a  harp  is 
nri'il.  and  whirh  was  of  solid  gold. 

This  personage  would  have  knceletl  reverently  to 
Ri'''ianl.  but  the  monarch  raised  him  in  joyful  haste, 
p-rcrssed  him  to  his  bosom  warmly,  and  kissed  him  on 
t.'.Vrside  of  the  face. 

''Blondfl  dft  Neslel"  he  cxclainied  jovfully— "  wel- 
cixo  from  Cyprus,  my  king  of  minstrels!— welcome 
■0  r}ji;  Kinz<if  Knglniia.  who  rates  noi  his  own  dignity 
n-jfL  hiffhl'.'  than  he  dofs  thi:!»».  I  have  Ix-'cn  sick, 
msa  ancf,  hy  mv  soul,  1  believe  it  was  for  lack  of" 
•r^-:  for,  were  t  half  way  to  ihc  gale  of  Heaven, 
lE'-ffiinks  thy  strains  could  call  me  back.— And  what 
tjl^%  my  iit*nr\c  niasti.-r,  fwni  the  land  of  the  lyre? 
Anv  ibing  fre.sli  from  the  Irourctirs  of  Provence?— 
anr  rfcns  from  the  minstrels  of  merry  Nonnandy  ?— 
liiove  all,  hast  thou  thyself  beeii  busy?— But  I  n^^cd 
nni  %ak  tfiet — thoti  canst  not  be  idle,  if  ihoii  wouldat 
~:^.y  noble  (jnaJities  arc  like  a  fire  burning  within. 
io/i  compel  ihee  to  pour  thyself  out  in  music  and 

Something  I  have  learnwl,  and  something  I 
nv.^  dune,  noble  King."  answered  the  celebrated 
BonGfL  with  a  retiring  modesty,  which  all  Richanl's 
n;lui8iasiic  admiration  of  his  skill  had  been  unable 

^yharish.  .  -i,  .  ,       ■ 

'We  will  hear  thre,  man—we  will  hear  thee  in- 
rantly,"  uM  th*?  King;— then  touching  Blondel's 
K'mtilder  kinfily.  he  added,  "that  is,  if  thou  art  not 
'iifjed  with  thy  journey;  for  I  would  sooner  ride 
Br  b»st  horse  to  death,  than  injure  a  note  of  thy 

'My vo?c<»  i«*.  a«  ever,  at  the  service  of  my  royal 
pitr^n,"  said  Blondcl  ;  '*  but  your  Majesty,"  he  addwl, 
»A;n2  at  some  papers  on  the  table,  sc^ms  more 
an;onaiitIv  enffaffcJ,  and  the  hour  waxes  late. 

■.V;i  a  whit/ninn,  not  a  whil,  my  d» arest  Blondel. 
Hi/JLuf  sketrh  an  array  of  balile  against  the  Sara- 
'^n^  a  rhin"  of  a  moment— almost  us  soon  done  as 
^njiiunir  uf  thcnti.  ■•— •  ,    ,*        !•• 

Mcihinks,  Jiowever,"  said  Thomas  de\oux,  "it 


were  not  unfit  to  inquire  what  soldiers  your  Grace 
hath  to  array.  I  bring  reports  on  that  subject  from 
Ascalon." 

'*  Thou  art  a  mule,  Thomas,"  said  the  King—"  a 
very  mule  for  dulness  and  obsunacy !— Come,  nobles 
—a  hail— a  hall !— range  ye  around  him— Give  Blon- 
dcl tht?  tabouret— Where  is  his  harp-bearer  ?— or,  soft 
—  lend  him  my  harp,  his  own  maybe  damaged  by  tho 
journey  ?" 

"I  would  your  Grace  would  take  mv  report,"  said 
Thomas  de  Vaux.  "1  have  ridden  far,  and  nove  more 
list  to  my  bed  than  to  have  my  ears  tickled." 

"  Thy  ears  tickled  1"  said  the  King ;  "  that  must  l»e 
with  a  woodcock's  feather,  and  not  with  sweet 
sounds.    Hark  ihee,  Thomas,  do  thine  ears  know  the 


sinking  of  Blondel  from  the  braying  of  an  ass?" 
In  faith,  my  liege,"  replied  Thomas,  "I  vi 


annot 


question,  look  on  a  minstrel,  but  I  shall  think  upon 
an  ass." 

"And  might  not  yoiir  manners,"  said  Ricliard, 
"have  excepted  me,  who  am  a  gentleman  l)orn  as 
well  as  Blondcl,  and,  like  him,  a  guild-brother  of  the 
Joveuse  science  7" 

Vour  Grace  should  remember,"  said  De  Vaux, 
smilinc,  ''that  *ti8  useless  asking  for  manners  from  a 
mule. 

"Most  truly  spoken,"  said  the  King;  "  and  an  ill- 
conditioned  animal  thou  art — But  conic  hither,  master 
mule,  and  be  unloaded,  that  thou  mayst  get  thee  to 
thy  litter,  without  any  music  being  wasted  on  thee. — 
Mean  time  do  thou,  good  brother  of  Salisbury,  go  to 
our  consort's  tent,  and  tell  her  that  Blondel  has 
arrived,  with  his  budget  fraught  wiiL  the  newest  min- 
strelscy-  Bid  her  come  hither  instantly,  and  do  thou 
escort  her,  and  sec  that  our  cousin,  I'xiith  Plantagc- 
net,  remain  not  behind." 

His  eye  then  rested  for  a  momtnt  on  the  Nubian, 
with  that  expression  of  doubtful  meaning,  which  his 
countenance  usually  displayed  wlien  he  looked  at  him. 

"  Ila,  our  silent  anrl  sticret  mesyencer  n'turned  ?— 
Stand  up,  slave,  l>eliind  the  back  of  De  Neville,  and 
thou  shalt  hear  presently  sounds  which  will  make 
thee  bless  God  thai  he  afHicted  thee  rather  with  dumb- 
ness thaii  deafness." 

So  saying,  he  turned  from  the  rest  of  the  company 
towards  De  Vaux,  and  plunged  instantly  into  the 
miliinr)'  details  which  that  baron  laid  before  him. 

About  the  time  that  the  Lord  of  Gilsland  had 
fi]ii.slied  his  audience,  a  nies.sengcr  announced  that 
the  Cliieen  and  her  attendants  were  approaching  ihe 
royal  unt.— "A  flask  of  wine,  ho!"  said  the  King; 
"of  old  King  Isaac's  long-saved  C'j'pnis,  which  we 
won  when  we  stormed  Faniagosta— fill  to  the  stout 
Lord  of  Gilsland,  gentles— a  more  careful  and  faith- 
ful strvanl  never  had  anv  prince." 

"I  am  clad,"  said  Thomas  de  Vaux,  "that  jxiur 
Grace  finds  the  mule  a  youthful  slave,  though  his  voice 
lie  less  musical  than  horse  hair  or  >\ire," 

"  What,  thou  canst  not  vet  dijL'cst  that  quip  of  the 
mule  ?"  said  Richard.  "  Wash  it  down  with  a  brim- 
ming flngon.  man,  or  thou  will  choke  upon  it.— Why, 
so — well  pulled!— and  now  I  will  tell  thee,  thou  an  a 
soldier  as  well  as  I,  and  we  must  brook  each  other's 
jests  in  I  he  hall,  as  each  other's  blows  in  the  tourney, 
and  love  each  other  the  harder  we  hit.  By  my  faitn, 
if  thou  didst  not  hit  me  as  hard  as  I  did  thct?  in  our 
late  encounter!  thoii  gavest  all  thy  wit  to  the  thrust. 
But  here  lies  the  difference  betwixt  thee  and  Blondel. 
Thou  art  but  my  comrade— I  might  eay  my  pupil— in 
the  art  of  war ;  Blondel  is  nw  master  in  the  science 
of  minstrelKey  and  nnisic.  To  thct- 1  permit  the  free- 
dom of  intimacy— to  him  I  must  do  reverence,  as  to 
my  superior  in  fiis  art.  Come,  man,  be  not  peevish, 
but  remain  and  hear  our  ^be." 

"To  see  your  Majesty  in  such  cheerful  mood,"  said 
the  Lonl  of  Gilsland,  'by  mvfaiih.  I  could  remain  till 
Blondel  had  achieved  tiie  gn  nt  Romance  of  King 
Arthur,  which  lasts  for  three  days." 

"  We  will  not  tax  your  patience  so  deeply,"  said  the 
King.  "But  see,  yonder  glare  of  torches  without 
showB  that  our  consort  approaches— Away  lo  receive 
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her,  man,  and  win  thyself  grace  in  the  fairest  oj-es  of  Listen.  lord..  Id  bower  and  hall  i 

Christendom.— Nay,  never  stop  to  adjust  thjr  cloak,  while  with  the  zeal  of  a  patron  at  once  and  a  pupil, 

See,  thou  hant  let  ISeville  come  hetween  the  wind  and  he  arranged  the  circ*le  around,  and  hushed  them  into 

the  sails  of  thy  galley !"  silence;  and  he  himself  sat  down  with  an  air  of  ex- 

"  He  was  never  before  me  in  the  field  of  battle,"  pectation  and  interest,  not  altogether  unmixed  with 

aaid  De  Vaux,   not  greatly  pleased  to  see  himself  the  gravity  of  the  professed  critic.     The  courtien 

anticipated  by  the  more  active  service  of  the  cham-  turned  their  eyes  on  the  King,  that  they  might  be 

berlain.  ready  to  trace  and  imitate  the  emotions  his  features 

"No,  neither  ho  norany  one  went  before  thee  there,  should  express,  and  Thomas  de  Vaux  yawned  tre- 

my  good  Tom  of  the  Gills,"  said  the  King,  "  unless  it  mendously,  as  one  who  submitted  unwillingly  to  a 

was  ourself  now  and  then."  wearisome  penance.     The  song  of  Blondel  was  of 

"  Ay.  my  liege,"  said  De  Vaux,  "  and  let  us  do  jus-  course  in  the  Norman  language;  but  the  verses  which 

tico  to  the  unfortunate;— the  unhappy  Knight  of  the  follow,  express  its  meaning  and  its  manner. 
Leopani   hath   been  before  me,  too.  at  a  season: 
for^  look   you,  he  weighs  less  on  horseback,  and  THE  BLOODY  VEST. 

80*  7- — —         .,,,-..  •       1-       •  *TwA8  near  the  fluir  city  of  Benavcnt, 

"  Hush !"  said  the  King,  interrupting  him  m  a  pe-  When  the  ran  wai  lettiof  on  bouch  and  bent, 

remptory  tone—"  not  a  word  of  him  !"— and  instantly  And  knijhti  were  prepannc  in  bower  and  lent, 

.ttppcji  forward  to  gn*.  hisroyal  consort:  and  when  ^,:S^rLS!ci^Xl':M^S:^t' 

he  had  done  so,  he  presented  to  her  Biondel,  as  king  well  smcming  a  pafe  by  a  princca*  •eau 

of  minstrel  sey,  and  his  master  in  the  gay  science.    Be-  Wander'd  the  camp,  and,  «tiil  a«  he  went, 

rengaria,  who  well  knew  that  her  royal  husband's  imwnd  for  the  Encliflhman,  Thomai  a  Kent 

passion  for  poetry  and  music  almost  equalled  his  ap-  p^r  hath  he  fared,  and  fkrtl.er  munt  fkre, 

petite  for  warhkc  fame,  and  that  Bionnel  was  his  Till  he  findu  hii  i«viii<>n  nor  stately  nor  rare— 

especinl  favourite,  Uwk  anxious  care  to  receive  him  Little  »aye  iron  and  nee\  wa*  there : 

wlih  all  the  flattering  <lisiinctions  due  to  one  whotn  ^"^^Trii\tr^VlrnnT;i?he^/hr^^^^^ 

the  king  dcllglitod  to  honour.     Yet  it  was  evidcilt.  The  food  kniicht  with  hammer  and  file  did  repair 

that,  though  Blonde]  made  suitable  returns  to  the  Tlie  mail  that  t(i  morrow  miut  see  him  wear, 

complinicnis  showiTccl  on  him  something  too  abun-  f*®' "»«  honour  of  Saint  John  and  hit  lady  fair, 

dantly  by  the  royal  beautv,  he  owned  with  deeper  ••  Tliu*  apeaki  my  lady,"  the  pai«  iiaid  he, 

reverence  and  more  humble  gratitude  the  simple  and  And  tho  knight  b^t  lowly  both  head  and  knoe, 

graceful  welcome  of  Rdith,  whose  kindly  greeting  *i*J«>^^"''*f"°<?*."°.*^'»*^'"  <*,?C!! 

zl^.^..m  yA  ».%  u;.v.   *>».k«r  o  B;V.»».i»  ;•«  n»>rw.»<:^n  ♦«  ,il  And  thou  art  a^  lowly  a«kuiicht  may  well  be— 

appeared  to  him,  porhaps,  smcere  in  proportion  to  its  hc  iiint  would  climb  «>  lotty  a  tree. 

brevity  and  simplicity.  Or  uprinir  Mirh  n  (;ulf  m  dividen  her  from  diee. 

Both  the  (iuf!«^n  and  her  royal  husband  were  aware  Mu«t  dare  aome  hifh  deed,  by  which  all  men  may  ace 

of  this  distinction,  and  Richard,  seeing  his  consort  Hi- ambiuon  u  back'd  by  hu  hie  chivalne. 

somewhat  pi«iUfHl  at  t  he  preterence  assigned  to  his  ..  Therefore  thu.  «peakit  my  lady,"  tho  fair  pace  he  Mid, 

cousin,  by  which  perhaps  he  himself  did  not  feel  much  And  t\\a  knifht  lowly  louied  with  hand  and  with  head, 

gratified,  said  in   the  hearing  of  both,— "We  inin-  "Flinirowdethefoodarmour  in  which  ihou  art  clad, 

atrolM  Rnrpnfrnnii    n  a  I  linn  innvHt  «mv»  Iw  flii>  Imnrinff  And  don  thou  thw  weed  of  her  ni»ht-peaf  uialeod, 

streJH,  uerengnriji,  as  tnon  iiiayst  see  d>  iiie  noaring  p„r„  i,aub«.rkofste<'l,ukirtieof  thrvad: 

of  «>ur  niaiJler  Blondel.  pay  more  reverence  to  a  sevjTe  And  chargp,  thm  atured,  in  iho  ttmrnamcnt dread, 

judge,  like  our  kinswoman,  than  to  a  kindly  partial  And  fifht  n^  thy  wont  i<<  whem  mou  blood  i*  «iied. 

frieri(i,  like  thyself,  who  is  willing  to  take  our  worth  And  bring  honour  away,  or  remam  with  the  dead.'* 

upon  tntdt.*'  Untroubled  in  hi*  look,  and  untroubled  in  hit  breaat, 

Edith  was  moval  by  this  sarcasm  of   her  r«)yal  TliekniBhiilw  wi*ed  hath  taken,  ami  reverently  hnihkiaeed;— 

kinsman,  and  he9itat>-d  not  to  reply,  that,  "To  bo  a  "  Now  bie««.d  be  the  moment,  thi-  meweuttr  be  hl«iti 

Uo-^u  .»!rj  o....^.  >  :...!.,     ...„«..    •  .r^  .>*t»u..«.>  »..^.v^*  MucJi  honoured  do  I  hold  me  in  my  lady'*  hifh  twtieat ; 

harsh  and  severe  111  ij?r-j^  was  not  an  attribute  proper  ^n,,  ^  „nt„  „y  ,a,,y^  ,„  j,,,,  dear  oight-weid  drea«'d, 

to  htT  alone  of  all  the  Planluf?eriets."  To  ih«W*i  armed  champion  I  will  not  veil  my  crwt ; 

She  had  p<frliaps  said  more,  having  some  touch  of  r.ut  if  I  liv«  and  bear  me  well  'tii  her  turn  to  take  Uie  teat" 

the  temper  of  that  houHe,  which,  deriving  their  name  Here,  jentle-,  end*  the  foremo«i  fyiie  of  Uie  Lady  of  the  Bloody 
and   co^fnisanre  from    the   lowly  broom,    iPianta  ^ 

Oenifita,)  assumed  na  an  emblem  of  humility,  were       "Thou  hast  changed  the  measure  upon  us  unawares 

perhaps  one  of  the  proudest  families  that  ever  ruled  in  that  last  couplet,  mv  Blondel?"  said  the  King, 
m  England;  but  her  eye,  when  kindling  in  her  reply,       "Most  tnie,  my  lord."  said  Blondel.    "I  rendered 

suddenly  caught  those  of  the  Nubian,  although  he  the  verses  from  the  Italian  of  an  old  harper,  whom  I 

endcavoureil  to  conceal  hiniHelf  behind  the  nobles  met  in  Cyprus,  and  not  havuig  had  time  either  to 

who  wen,'  presr^nt,  and  she  sunk  upon  a  seat,  tumins  translate  it  accurately,  or  commit  it  to  memory,  I  am 

so  \>:\k\  that  the  (iueen  Berengarla  deemed  herself  fain  to  supply  gaps  in  the  music  and  the  verse  as  I 

obligM  to  call  for  water  and  essences,  and  to  go  can  upon  the  spur  of  the  moment,  as  you  see  boors 

through  the  other  cen*monies  appropriate  to  a  lady  s  men  a  quickset  fence  with  a  fagot." 
swoTMi.      Richard,   who    better    estimated    Edith's       "Nay,  on  my  faith,"  said  the  King,  ^* I  like  these 

strength  of  mind,  called  to  Blondel  to  assume  his  rattling  rolling  .AJexandrines-'methinks   they  come 

seat  and  commence  hislay,  declaring  that  minstrelscy  more  twangingly  oB*  to  the  music  than  that  briefer 

was  worth  every  other  recipe  to  recall  a  Plantagenet  measure." 

to  life.— "  .Sing  us,"   he  said,    "that   song  of  the       "Both  are  licensed,  as  is  well  known  to  your  Grace," 

Bloody  Vest,  of  whi<:h  thou  didst  formerly  give  me  answered  Blondel. 

the  argument,  ere  1  left  Cyprus;  thou  must  be  perfect       "They  are  so,  Blondel,"  said  Richard;  "vet  me- 

hi  It  by  this  time,  or,  as  our  yeomen  say,  thy  bow  is  thinks  the  scene,  where  there  is  like  to  be  nghtinft 

bn>ken."  will  go  best  on  in  these  same  thundering  Alexan- 

The  anxious  eye  of  the  minstrel,  however,  dwelt  on  drines,  which    sound   like   the  charge  of  cavalry; 

Eflith,  and  it  was  not  till  he  observed  her  returning  while  the  other  measure  is  but  like  the  sidelong  am- 

colour  that  he  obeyetl  the  reiK'ated  commands  of  the  ble  of  a  lady's  palfrey." 

King.    Then,  accompanying  his  voice  with  the  harp,       "It  shall  be  as  your  Grace  pleases,"  replied  Blon- 

eo  as  (o  grace,  but  yet  not  drown,  the  sense  of  what  del.  and  began  again  to  prelude. 

**^-—   ^•"*  >«K--:-i.i  thy  fancy  with  a  cup  of  fiery 

King ;  "  and  hark  thee,  I  would 
,  that  newfangled  restriction  ol 

so4in  a^  he  begun  to  prelude,  the  insignificance  of  his  thine,  of  terminating  in  accurate  and  similar  rhymes, 

pergonal  appearance  se«>mcd  to  disappear,  and   his  They  area  constraint  on  thy  flow  of  fancy,  and  make 

coimtenance  itlowerl  with  energy  and  inspiration,  thee  resemble  a  man  dancing  in  fetters." 
His  full,  manly,  mellow  voice,  so  absolutely  under       "The  fetters  are  easily  flung  off,  at  least,"  said 

command  of  the  purest  taste,  thrilled  on  every  ear,  and  Blondel,  again  swe^ing  his  fingers  over  the  strinsSk 

to  every  heart.     Richard,  rejoiced  as  after  victory,  as  one  who  would  rather  have  played  than  liateneoto 

called  out  the  appropriate  summons  for  silence^  criticism. 
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**Bat  why  pat  them  on. 'man  T'  continued  the 
Kins^**  Wbeiefore  thrust  thy  genius  into  iron  braoe- 
letal  I  marrel  how  you  got  forward  at  ail— I  am  sure 
I  should  not  have  been  able  to  compose  a  stanza  in 
yonder  hampered  measure." 

BioDdel  looked  down  and  busied  himself  with  the 
Btnogs  of  his  hari>,  to  hide  an  involuntary  smile  which 
crape  over  his  fieatores ;  but  it  escaped  not  Ricbafd's 
obeervatioiL 

"By  my  fidth,  thou  laugh'st  at  me,  Blonde!,"  he 
and;  "and,  in  good  truth,  every  man  deserves  it, 
who  presumes  to  play  the  master  when  he  should  be 
the  pupil ;  but  we  fangs  get  bad  habits  of  self-opinion. 
—Come,  on  with  thv  lay,  dearest  Blondel-^n  after 
thine  own  fashion,  better  than  aught  that  we  can 
ngBest,  though  we  must  needs  be  talking." 

Bioiidet  resumed  the  lay;  but^  as  eiternporaneous 
eompondon  was  familiar  to  him,  he  failed  not  to 
eomply  with  the  Kin^^s  hints,  and  was  perhaps  not 
dim»leaaed  to  show  with  how  much  ease  he  could 
Dew-modei  a  poem  even  while  in  the  act  of  recitation. 

THE  BLOODY  VEST. 

Fvm  Sscoim. 

■iiptiat*B  Mr  morrow  baheld  nllut  feat»- 
wm  wtenins  of  hoooar,  unT  loainff  of  •estt— 

r«  WW  hewiac  with  iUchiona,  and  q)Iinterinff  of 
TiM  Tieton  woa  florr,  tho  Tafiquiihed  won  (tavm. 
0.  maar  a  knight  there  foufht  braveir  and  well, 
Tet  fMW  waa  aeeoonted  hie  peeve  to  exoel, 


twaa  IM  whoae  armour  on  liodf  and  braael, 

-*d  tha  wead  of  a  damael  whra  bound  for  her  laaL 


dealt  him  woonde  that  were  bloody  and 
hip  plifflit,  and  forbore, 
"It  M  MMM  oath  of  honour,"  they  Mid,  "  and  I  trow, 
Twne  enknichtiy  to  alay  him  aenieTing  hit  vow." 
Then  the  Prince,  for  his  Mke,  t>ade  the  tournament  oaaae, 
He  fog  down  hia  warder,  the  tniapeta  rant  peace ; 
Aad  the  jndirea  declare,  and  competitors  yield. 
That  the  Knight  of  the  Night-gear  was  fint  in  the  field. 

The  feast  it  was  nigh,  and  the  mass  it  was  nigher. 

When  befote  the  fur  Princces  low  louted  a  squire, 

And  deliw'd  a  garment  oneeemly  to  view. 

With  sword-cnt  and  spear-thrust,  all  hack'd  and  pierced 

throogh ; 
AH  lent  and  all  Utter'd,  all  clotted  with  blood. 
Widi  foam  of  the  horsee,  with  dust,  and  with  mod. 


Not  the  point  of  that  lady's  small  Anfer.  I  ween, 
Coald  have  reefed  on  spot  was  unsullied  and  clean. 

**  Thie  token  my  master.  Sir  Ttiomaa  a  Kent, 
Bestoiee  to  the  Princees  of  fkir  Benerent ; 
He  that  eJimbe  the  tall  tree  has  won  right  to  the  fmit. 
He  Uiat  leape  the  wide  gulf  should  prevail  in  his  luit ; 
Thfoogh  life's  ntmost  peril  the  priie  I  have  won, 
Aad  now  mnet  the  faith  of  my  mistress  be  shown  ; 
For  ■!«  who  prompts  knights  on  such  danger  to  run, 
"    :  anmeh  hia  tnie  senrioe  in  fVoot  of  the  sun. 


" '  I  feetote/  saye  my  master, '  the  ferment  I've  worn. 

And  I  rtojm  of  the  Priooeei  to  don  tt  in  turn ; 

Per  its  stains  and  its  rents  she  should  prize  it  the  more, 

SsMe  by  shame  'tis  unsullied,  though  crimaon'd  with  gore.'  " 

TtaM  deep  blush'd  the  Princess— yet  kiss'd  she  and  press'd 

Ths  Mood-spotted  robes  to  her  lipt  and  her  breast 

**Oo  tell  my  true  knight,  church  and  chamber  shall  show, 

Vl  vahw  the  blood  on  Uiis  garment  or  no." 

Aad  when  it  was  time  for  the  nobles  to  pass, 
k  mlfmn  proceesion  to  minister  and  man. 
The  linrt  walk'd  the  Princess  in  purple  and  pall, 
■at  the  blood- bcemear'd  night-robe  she  wore  over  all ; 
Aad  ske,  in  the  hall,  whore  they  all  mt  at  dine, 
Wken  slie  knelt  to  her  ikther  ud  proffered  the  wine. 
Over  sll  her  rich  robee  and  ttote  jewels,  she  wore 
That  wimple  meeemly  Iwdabbled  with  gore. 

TImo  lorde  whieper'd  ladies,  as  well  you  may  think, 
Aid  ladiee  rsplliL  witli  nod,  titter,  and  wink  ; 
Aod  the  Prince,  who  in  anger  and  shame  had  look'd  down, 
Tnu'i  at  length  to  hie  daurhter,  and  spoke  with  a  frown  ; 
"Hew  since  Uiou  hast  publish 'd  thy  folly  and  guilt, 
£>»  stone  with  thy  hand  for  the  blood  thou  hait  spilt ; 
Trt  Mie  for  your  boldness  you  both  will  repent, 
Whm  yon  wander  as  exiles  fhun  fair  BenevenL" 

Tlisn  out  spoke  stout  Thomas,  in  hall  where  lie  stood, 
Biheerted  and  feeble  but  dauntless  of  mood  : 
"The  blood  that  I  lost  for  this  daughter  of  thine, 
IponKd  forth  as  fVeely  as  flank  gives  ita  wine ; 
Aad  if  for  my  sake  she  brooks  penance  and  blame, 
So  aot  doubt  I  will  save  her  from  suffering  and  shame : 
Aad  light  will  she  reck  of  thy  princedom  and  rent, 
Whm  1  hail  her,  in  England,  the  Countess  of  Kent  i" 

A  mnrmur  of  applause  ran  through  the  assembly. 
IbQowmg  the  example  of  Richard  himself^  who  loaded 


with  praises  his  favourite  minstrel,  and  ended  by  pre- 
senting him  with  a  ring  of  considerable  value,  llie 
Queen  hastened  to  distinguish  the  favourite  by  a  rich 
bracelet,  and  many  of  the  nobles  who  were  present 
fuUowed  the  royal  example. 

"Is  our  cousin  Edith,"  said  the  King,  " become  in- 
sensible to  the  sound  of  the  harp  she  once  loved  ?" 

"  She  thanks  Blondel  for  his  lay,"  replied  Edith, 
"  but  doubly  the  kindness  of  the  kmsman  who  sug- 
gested it."  ^^ 
"Thou  art  angry,  cousin,"  said  the  King;  "angry 
because  thou  hast  heard  of  a  woman  more  wayward 
than  thyself.  But  you  escape  me  not— I  will  walk  a 
space  homeward  with  you  towards  the  Queen's  pa- 
vilion—we  must  have  conference  together  ere  the 
night  has  waned  into  morning." 

The  Queen  and  her  attendants  were  now  on  foot, 
and  the  other  guests  withdrew  from  the  royal  tent. 
A  train  Mrith  blazing  torches,  and  an  escort  or  archers, 
awaited  Berengaria  without  the  pavilion,  and  she 
was  soon  on  her  way  homeward.  Richard,  as  he 
had  proposed,  walked  beside  his  kinswoman,  and 
compelled  her  to  accept  of  his  arm  as  her  support|  so 
that  they  could  speak  to  each  other  without  being 
overheaid. 

"What  answer,  then,  am  I  to  return  to  the  noble 
Soldan?"  said  Richard.  "The  Kings  and  Princes 
are  falling  from  me,  Edith— this  new  quarrel  hath 
alienated  them  once  more.  I  would  do  something 
for  the  Holy  Sepulchre  by  composition,  if  not  by 
victory ;  and  the  chance  of  my  doing  this  depends^ 
alas,  on  the  caprice  of  a  woman.  I  would  lay  my 
ainme  spear  in  the  rest  against  ten  of  the  best  lances 
in  Christendom,  rather  than  argue  with  a  wilful 
wench,  who  knows  not  what  is  for  her  own  good.— 
What  answer,  ooz,  am  I  to  return  to  the  Soldan  7  It 
must  be  decisive." 

"Tell him,"  said  Edith,  "that  the  poorest  of  the 
Plantagenets  will  rather  wed  with  misery  than  with 
misbelief." 

"  Shall  I  say  with  slavery,  Edith  ?"  said  the  King— 
"Methinks  that  is  nearer  thy  thou^ts." 

"There  is  no  room"  said  Edith,  "for  the  suspi- 
cion you  so  grossly  insinuate.  Slavery  of  the  body 
might  have  been  pitied,  but  that  of  the  soul  is  only 
to  oe  despised.  Shame  to  thee.  King  of  merry 
England  I  Thou  hast  enthralled  both  the  limbs  and 
the  spirit  of  a  knight,  once  scarce  less  famed  than 
thyseUl" 

**  Should  I  not  prevent  my  kinswoman  from  drink- 
ing poison,  by  sullying  the  vessel  which  contained  it, 
if  I  saw  no  other  means  of  disgusting  her  with  the 
fatal  liquor'?"  replied  the  King. 

"It  is  thvsel^"  answered  Edith,  "  that  would  press 
me  to  drink  poison,  because  it  is  proffered  in  a  golden 
chalice." 

"Edith."  said  Richard,  "I cannot  force  thy  resolu- 
tion ;  but  beware  you  shut  not  the  door  which  Heaven 
opens.  The  hermit  of  Engaddi,  he  whom  Popoi  and 
Councils  have  regarded  as  a  prophet,  hath  read  in  the 
stars  that  thy  marriage  shall  reconcile  me  with  a 
powerful  enemy,  and  that  thy  husband  shall  be  Chris- 
tian, leaving  thus  the  fairest  ground  to  hope,  that  the 
conversion  of  the  Soldan,  and  the  bringing  in  of  the 
sons  of  Ishmael  to  the  pale  of  the  church,  will  be  the 
consequence  of-  thy  wedding  with  Saladin.  Come, 
thou  most  make  some  sacrifice  rather  than  mar  such 
happy  prospecta" 

Men  may  sacrifice  rams  and  goats,"  said  Edith, 
"  but  not  honour  and  conscience.  I  have  heard  that 
it  was  the  dishonour  of  a  Christian  maiden  which 
brought  the  Saracens  into  Spain— the  shame  of  ano- 
ther IS  no  likely  mode  of  expelling  them  from  Pales- 
tine." 

"  Dost  thou  call  it  shame  to  become  an  Empress  T 
said  the  King. 

"  I  call  it  shame  and  diahonour  to  profame  a  Chris- 
tian sacrament,  by  entering  into  it  with  an  infidel 
whom  it  cannot  bmd ;  ana  I  call  it  foul  dishonour, 
that  I,  the  descendant  of  a  Christian  priacesa  should 
become  of  free-will  the  head  of  a  haram  of  heathen 
concubines." 

"  Well,  kinswoman,"  said  the  King,  after  a  pause, 
"  I  must  not  quarrel  with  thee,  though  I  think  thy 
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dniendent  eandilion  mishi  bave  diclnted  more  com- 
plikn™." 

"  My  lioRC,"  replied  Ediih,  "  yoai  Grace  hath  wor- 
thily succi«dsd  lo  all  the  weglth,  digniiy,  and  do- 
minion of  the  Hnusc  of  Plant iiBeiiet.— Jo  not,  ihetn- 
ibre,  btgnii^o  your  poor  kinswomin  Bome  amall 
riinre  or  their  pnde." 

"  By  my  fniUi,  wencJi,"  said  the  King,  "  thou  haji 
unhotsfd  me  wirh  thai  very  word  [  so  we  will  lusg 
and  befricnd-i.  I  willprescnilydeBpaleh  [hyanawBr 
to  SataJIn.  Bui  arier  nil,  cox,  were  il  noi  better  to 
augppnd  your  answer  till  you  have  seen  him  1  Men 
wy  he  i>  pro-cmliienlly  handxame. 

There  is  no  chance  oT our  niecliltK,  my  lord,"  Mid 
Edilh. 

"By  Sainl  Oeorje,  but  there  w  next  to  acertmnly 
of  it,  said  the  KTncj  "Tor  Saladin  will  doubitesk 
afford  ua  a  free  field  for  ihe  doine  of  ihis  new  balllc. 
orihe  Standard,  and  will  witness  it  himscIC  Beren- 
garit  is  wild  to  behold  it  sIbo,  and  1  dare  he  (worn 

wm  remam  behind-leM^  ofSlTihou  thyself,  ftir'Sra! 
"  "     line,  wo  hare  rtached  iht  — '--     -' 


lUB  pretentions  to  aanctily,  Abdallah  was  Ubi  as 
trabl  a  boon  companion,  who  enjoyed  a  merrv  tal^ 
ind  laid  aside  hia  gravity  ao  far  as  to  quaff  a  olilhl 


fliKOn,  when  s 
He  was  likewise  a 
been  used  by  Salai 


■talesman,  whose  abilities  hd 
1,  and  pariiculariy  with  RidiB^ 


chouse  to  witness  ii,  and  ofieral  his  own  person  asa 
Eiiarantce  of  hisGdelilf.  Richard  soon  for^ol  hisdii- 
appiiinied  hopes,  and  the  Rpproacbin);  dissolution  d 

precnllns  a  combat  m  lie  lisis. 

The  Biation  called  the  Diamond  of  the  Desert,  wt> 
Bsasned  for  the  place  of  conflici,  as  beinc  nearlya 
,  ,: >-  -will  lheChnB(ian  and  San- 


part- 


thouah— nay,  thou  must 

ly  lip  as  welt  as  iby  hand,  sweet  Edith 

is  my  right  as  a  aovereinn  to  kiss  ray  pretty 


with  thy  lip  at 


Ho  embraced  her  reapectfully  and  aHeclionaiely. 
and  relumed  throuffli  the  moonbaht  camp,  humminfe 
tahimselfBuehanatchesof  Blondel'slay  ashecould 
tecollerl. 

On  hiE  arrival,  he  lost  no  time  in  making  up  hiEi 
dentatchcB  for  Salodin.  and  dehvcred  ihem  to  thi? 
Nubian,  with  a  chares  to  set  out  by  pnep  of  day  on 
nil  return  lo  the  Soman. 

CHAPTER   XXVII. 


the  defendi 


of  Moniseml. 

,     lis  apdfathiTB,  fho  Archduketl 

and  the  Grand   Mob  ler  of  ihaT 


'Jfrtb'! 


y  filed  for  the  cutnba^ 


1,  should  adend  with  the  Baa» 
nuniBer,  to  protect  his  champion ;  and  thai  the  Sol- 
dan  ehould  liring  with  him  a  cuanl  of  five  huwfasd 
chosen  followers,  a  band  cnnsidtred  aa  not  man  thiR 
equal  to  Ihe  two  hundred  CbHntian  lances.  Suib 
persona  of  considoraiion   as  cither  party  chose  n 

wcnpouB  than  their  sworda,  and  to  eonie  without  d** 
fensLve  armour.  TheSoldan  undertook  iheprcpan- 
lion  of  IliG  Mala,  and  to  provide  accommodalionB  sgd 
refreshments  of  every  kind  for  all  who  were  to  laiiC 
n(  ih/>  onlomriiy ;  nod  his  Ictlets  eiprniweil,  ividi 
the  plcasuro  which  he  aniicipHted  ia 
lal  and  peaceful  meetin"   -'"' 


ibeM 


JiBic,  a 


, ...jmii^  Richard  »__  

a  coafcrcDce  by  Philip  ofFranoe,  in  which  tl 
_  .....u J  hiiTiifil 


. ,  with  manv  cniFeaaiur 

bis  brother  of  Eiigland.  «. 

terms  extremely  courteous,  bulL.._ 

niiderstood.  his  positive  intention  to  return  to  Europe, 
the  cares  of  his  kingdom,  as  entirely  despair- 


elplieil  10 


diminished  forci 
InonBlralcd.  but 
ended,  ho  rcceivi 
the  Doke  of  Aui 
nounclng 


1 ;  and  wiien  Ihe 

lui  aurprisc  a  manifcslo  from 

d  several  other  princes,  an- 


blc  as  puBsible, 
beinK  arranKed,  and  coini 


._  ilic  defeniiant  and  his  eodiathers^  AbdaUlh 

the  Hsdsi  was  admillcd  to  n  more  private  interne*^ 
where  ho  heard  wiih  delight  the  straina  of  BloaU. 
Having  Ursi  carefully  put  his  green  tarban  odI  of 
liehl,  and  aasuined  a  Ureek  cap  in  its  stead,  fas  n- 


nulled  liiu  Norman  mini 
Bonn  from  the  Persian, 
of  Cyprus  wine,  to  ahu  .   . 
his  principtea.    On  the  nci 
Ihe  waler-drinker  Mirnlip. 


and  quafled  a  hearty  flaaoB 
day,  grave  andaoberM 


iics'oldan' 
On  tb< 


:  Saladin"! 


ml  of  his  embassy. 

, , „ „, „ ,  Ja7  before  that  appointed  for  Ihe  combat 

from  the  cause  of  the  Cross,  the  inordinaie  ambition    Conrsde  and  hie  fricnda  set  off  by  daybreak  to  tb- 
-  '      "'  '     ~'~     '  in  of  Richard  of  England.  ,  pair  to  the  place  aEalKned,  and  Richard  left  lbs  camp 

L :.i .1 ,  ..  .L     jjnig  houfj  unj  for  the  same  purpose;  bo^ 

been  agreed  upon,  he  rook  his  journey  by  a 

_  _.   . :  roule,  a  precaution  which  had  been  jodM 

lied  by  Ihe  recollection,  ihel    necessary,  to  prevent  Ihe  gviaaibihly  of  a  quarni  W 


Of  glory,  was  little 
the  failure  was  in  i 
advsnlsgea  which 


"They  bad  not  dared  to  have  desenad  myfatheT 

Kntmenl.— "1^0  slanders  ihey  could  have  ullered 
aininsi  so  wise  a  king  would  have  been  believed  in 
Christendom ;  wheresa,— fool  ihai  I  am  !— I  have  not 

even  a  colour  for  casting  all  the  blame  of  iho  rupture 
npon  ray  unhappy  foibles." 

These  thoughis  wore  so  deeply  galling  lo  Ihe  King, 
that  De  Vaui  was  rejoiced  when  the  arriial  of  an 
ambassador  from  Saladin  turned  bis  reSeclions  into 


This  new  envoy  w — —  .-^ , 

Ihe  Soldan,  whose  name  wBiAbdallab  el  Hadfti.   He 
derived  his  descent  from  the  faniily  of  iho  Prophe' 


lir  much  re«q>ected  by 


as^'Eit 


which 

of  large  dimen- 
nnedtbajowney 


iwixl  their  armed  attendants. 

Thegooil  King  himself  WHS  in  no  humour  fbrqati^ 
relling  wiih  any  one  Nothing  could  have  added  IB 
his  pleaaurabln  an licina lions  of  a  deaperau  and 
l>laody  cunibai  in  the  lisIs,  except  his  being  in  hil 
own  rovnl  person  one  of  lbs  combatanls;  and  t» 
was  half  in  ehaiityagam  even  wlthConradeof  Honl- 
wrraL  Lightly  trmod,  richly  dressed,  and  gay  M  • 
bridegroom  on  the  eve  of  his  nuptials,  Sichatd  eanr 
Lioled  along  by  ihc  nnle  of  Queen  Berengaria'l  lilM; 


stranger*  (o  the  acenerr  of  the  daMd.l 

nnd  Ihoug^  Berengana  knew  her  husband's  dnw 
lion  loo  well  not  to  endeavour  lo  seem  intereaied  JB 
what  he  was  pleased  either  to  sayartosingiahecoidj 
not  help  indulging  some  female  feu>  when  aha  iovn 
henelf  in  iha  iionling  wUdemoas  with  m>  amall  ■> 
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Mcort,  which  seemed  almost  like  a  moving  speck  on 
the  boaom  of  the  plain,  and  knew,  at  the  same  time, 
they  were  not  so  distant  from  the  camp  of  Saladin 
but  what  they  mij^ht  be  in  a  moment  surprised  and 
%wept  off  by  an  overpoweriiiK  host  of  his  fiery-footed 
CBvalry,  should  the  Pagan  be  faithless  cnoogn  to  em- 
brace an  opportunity  thus  tempting.  But  when  she 
hinted,  the  suspicions  to  Richard,  he  repelled  them 
with  displeasure  and  disdain.  "It  were  worse  than 
iiigratitnd&"  he  said,  "  to  doubt  the  good  faith  of  the 
generous  ooldan." 

Yet  the  same  doubts  and  fears  recurred  more  than 
ODoe,  not  to  the  timid  mind  of  the  Queen  alone,  but 
to  the  firmer  and  more  candid  soul  of  Edith  Planta- 

Ehet,  who  had  no  such  confidence  in  the  faith  of  the 
odem  as  to  render  her  perfectly  at  ease  when  so 
ranch  m  their  power ;  and  her  surprise  had  been  far 
less  than  her  terror,  if  the  desert  around  had  suddenly 
reaoonded,  with  the  shout  of  Alia  hu!  and  a  band 
of  Arab  cavalry  had  pounced  on  them  like  vultures 
on  theor  prey..  Nor  were  these  suspicions  lessened, 
whod,  as  eveninfl^  approached,  they  were  aware  of  a 
flbgle  Arab  horseman,  distinguished  by  his  turban 
and  long  lance,  hovering  on  the  edge  of  a  small  emi- 
aeooe like  a  hawk  poisedin  the  air,  and  who  instantly, 
oa  the  appearance  of  the  royal  retinue,  darted  ofiT  with 
toe  speed  of  the  same  bird,  when  it  snoots  down  the 
wmd  and  disappears  from  the  horizon. 
^  "  We  must  be  near  the  station,"  said  King  Richard ; 

and  yonder  cavalier  is  one  of  Saladin's  outposts— 
methinks  I  hear  the  noise  of  the  Moorish  horns  and 
cymbals.  Get  you  into  order,  my  hearts,  and  form 
yooiselves  around  the  ladies  soldierlike  and  firmlvr." 

As  he  spoke,  each  knight^  squu-e,  and  archer, 
hastily  closed  in  upon  his  appointed  ground,  and  they 
ptooeeded  in  the  most  compact  order,  which  made 
tbeir  numbers  appear  still  smaller ;  and  to  say  the 
troth,  though  there  might  he  no  fear,  there  was 
anxiety  as  well  as  curiosity  in  the  attention  with 
which  they  listened  to  the  wild  bursts  of  Moorish 
maacj  which  came  ever  and  anon  more  distinctly 
from  the  quarter  in  which  the  Arab  horseman  had 
been  seen  to  disappear. 

.  De  Vaux  spoke  in  a  whisper  to  the  King—"  Were 
It  not  well,  my  li^e,  to  send  n  page  to  the  top  of  that 
nnd-bank?  Or  would  it  stand  with  your  pleasure 
that  1  prick  forward?  Methinks,  by  all  vender  clash 
ind  clang,  if  there  be  no  more  than  five  hundred  men 
beyond  the  sand-hills,  half  of  the  Soldan's  retinue 
must  be'drammers  and  cymbal-tossers.— Shall  I  spur 

The  baron  had  checked  his  horse  with  the  bit,  and 
wujust  about  to  strike  him  with  the  spurs,  when 
the  King  exclaimed^"  Not  for  the  world.  Such  a 
caution  would  express  suspicion,  and  could  do  little  to 
prevail  surprise,  which,  however,  lapprehend  not." 

Thev  advanced  accordingly  in  close  and  firm  or- 
der UU  they  surmounted  the  line  of  low  sand-hills, 
aod  came  in  si^^ht  of  the  appointed  station,  when  a 
Viendid,  but  at  the  same  time  a  startling  spectacle, 
awaited  them. 

The  Diamond  of  the  Desert,  so  lately  a  solitary 
ionntain,  distinguished  only  amid  the  waste  by  soli- 
taiy  groups  of  palm-trees,  was  now  the  centre  of 
an  encampment,  the  embroidered  flags  and  gilded 
ornaments  of  which  glittered  hi  and  wide,  and  re- 
flected a  thousand  rich  tints  against  the  setting  sun. 
<ae  coverings  of  the  large  pavilions  were  of  the 
gayest  colours,  scarlet,  bright  yellow,  pale  blue,  and 
^ur  gaudy  and  gleaming  hues,  and  the  tops  of  their 
fom,  or  tent-poles,  were  decorated  with  golden 
Poinenanates,  and  small  silken  flags.  But,  besides 
toeae  distinguished  pavilions,  there  were,  what  Tho- 
nas  do  Vauz  considered  as  a  portentous  number  of 
the  ordinary  black  tents  of  the  Arabs,  being  suflScient, 
tt  he  conceived,  to  accommodate  according  to  the 
Bastem  fashion,  a  host  of  five  thousand  men.  A 
pmber  of  Arabs  and  Curds,  fully  corresponding  to 
ge  extent  of  the  encampment,  were  hastily  assem- 
hlmg,  Mch  leading  his  horse  in  his  hand,  and  their 
Jjpster  was  accompanied  by  an  astonishing  clamour 
oC  their  noisy  instruments  of  martial  music,  by 
^ch,  in  all  ages,  the  warfare  of  the  Arabs  has 
beenaaimated. 


They  soon  formed  a  deep  and  confused  mass  of 
dismounted  cavalrv  in  front  of  their  encampment, 
when,  at  the  signal  of  a  shrill  cry,  which  arose  high 
over  the  clangour  of  the  music,  each  cavalier  qining 
to  his  saddle.  A  cloud  of  dust,  arising  at  the  mo- 
ment of  this  manoeuvre,  hid  from  Ricnard  and  his 
attendants  the  camp,  the  palm-trees,  and  the  distant 
ridge  of  mountains  as  well  as  the  troops  whose  sud* 
den  movement  had  raised  the  cloud,  and,  ascending 
high  over  their  heads,  formed  itself  into  the  fantastic 
forms  of  writhed  pillars,  domes,  and  minarets.  An- 
other shrill  yell  was  heard  from  the  bosom  of  this 
cloudy  tabernacle.  It  was  the  signal  for  the  cavalry 
to  advance,  which  they  did  at  full  gallop,  disposing 
themselves  as  thsy  came  forward,  so  as  to  come  in  at 
once,  on  the  front,  flanks,  and  rear,  of  Richard's  little 
bodv-guard,  who  were  thus  surrounded,  and  almost 
choked,  by  the  dense  clouds  of  dust  enveloping  them 
on  each  side,  through  which  were  seen  alternately, 
and  lost,  the  grim  forms  and  wild  faces  of  the  Sara- 
cens, brandishing  and  tossing  their  lances  in  every 
possible  direction,  with  the  wildest  cries  and  halloos, 
arid  frequently  only  reining  up  their  horses  when 
within  a  spears  length  of  theCbristian^  while  those 
fn  the  rear  discharged  over  the  heads  of  both  parties 
thick  volleys  of  arrows.  One  of  these  struck  the  litter  • 
in  which  the  Queen  was  seated,  who  loudly  screamed, 
and  the  red  spot  was  on  Richard's  brow  in  an  instant. 
"Ha!  Samt  Greorge,"  he  exclaimed,  "we  must 
take  some  order  with  this  infidel  scum !" 

But  Edith,  whose  litter  was  near,  thrust  her  head 
out,  and  with  her  band  holding  one  of  the  shafts, 
exclaimed,  "Royal  Richard,  beware  what  you  do! 
see,  these  arrows  are  headless !" 

Noble,  sensible  wench!"  exclaimed  Richard; 
"  by  Heaven,  thou  shamest  us  all  by  thy  readiness 
of  thought  and  eye.— Be  not  moved,  my  English 
hearts,"  he  exclaimed,  to  his  followers—"  their 
arrows  have  no  heads— and  their  spears,  too,  lack 
their  steel  points.  It  is  but  a  wild  welcome,  after 
their  savage  fashion,  though  doubtless  they  would 
rejoice  to  see  us  daunted  or  disturbed.  Move  on- 
ward, slow  and  steady." 

The  little  phalanx  moved  forward  accordingly,  ac- 
companied on  all  sides  by  the  Arabs,  with  the  shnllest 
and  most  piercing  cries,  the  bowmen,  mean  while, 
displaying  their  agility  by  shooting  as  near  the  crests 
of  the  Christians  as  was  possible,  without  actually 
hitting  them,  while  the  lancers  charged  each  other 
with  such  rude  blows  of  their  blunt  weapons  that 
inore  than  one  of  them  lost  his  saddla  and  well  nigh 
his  life,  in  this  rough  sport.  All  this,  though  designed 
to  express  weleome,  had  rather  a  doubtfiil  appearance 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Europeans. 

As  they  had  advanced  nearly  half  way  towards  the 
camp.  King  Richard  and  his  suite  forming,  as  it  were, 
the  nucleus  round  which  this  tumultuary  body  of 
horsemen  howled,  whooped,  skirmished,  and  galloped, 
creating  a  scene  of  indescribable  confiision,  another 
shrill  cry  was  heard,  on  which  all  these  irregulars, 
who  were  on  the  front  and  upon  the  flanks  of  the 
little  body  of  Europeans,  wheeled  oflj  and  forming 
themselves  into  a  long  and  deep  column,  followed 
Mrith  comparative  order  and  silence  in  the  rear  of 
Richard's  troop.  The  dust  began  now  to  dissipate  in 
their  front,  when  there  advanced  to  meet  them, 
through  that  cloudy  veil,  a  body  of  oavalry  of  a  dif- 
ferent and  more  regular  description,  completely  armed 
with  oflensive  ana  defensive  weapons,  and  who  might 
well  have  served  as  a  body-guard  to  the  proudest 
of  Eastern  monarchs.  This  splendid  troop  consisted 
of  five  hundred  men,  and  each  horse  which  it  con- 
tained was  worth  an  earl's  ransom.  The  riders  were 
Georaian  and  Circassian  slaves  in  the  very  prime 
of  life ;  their  helmets  and  hauberks  were  formed  of 
steel  rings,  so  bright  that  they  shone  like  silver; 
their  vestures  were  of  the  gayest  colours,  and  some 
of  cloth  of  gold  and  silver ;  the  sashes  were  twisted 
with  silk  and  gold,  their  rich  turbans  were  plumed 
and  jeweled,  and  their  sabres  and  poniards,  of  Dama- 
scene steel,  were  adom^  with  gold  and  gems  on  hilt 
and  scabbard. 

This  splendid  array  advaneed  to  the  sound  of  mili- 
tary music,  and  when  they  met  the  Christian  body. 
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they  opened  their  files  to  the  right  and  left,  and  let 
them  enter  hetweon  their  ranks.  Richard  now  an- 
Biimed  the  foreinoBt  place  in  lii.s  truop,  awaro  that 
8aladin  himeclf  was  approachinc.  Nor  was  it  Ions 
when,  in  the  centre  of  his  body-guard,  surrounded 
by  his  domestic  oflBcers,  nnd  those  hideous  negroes 
who  guard  the  Eastern  haram,  and  whose  miHshapen 
forms  were  reoderod  yet  more  friuhtful  by  the  nch- 
ness  of  their  attire,  came  the  Soldnn,  with  the  look 
and  manners  of  one  on  whose  brow  Nature  had 
written,  This  is  a  King  I  In  his  snow-white  turban, 
vest,  and  wide  Eastern  trowsera,  wmrin;;  a  sash  of 
scarlet  silk,  without  any  other  ornament,  Saladin 
might  have  seemed  the  plainest  dressed  man  in  his 
own  guard.  But  closer  mspcction  discerned  in  his 
Unban  that  inestimable  gem,  which,  was  called  by 
the  poets,  the  Sea  of  Light ;  the  diamond  on  which 
hissignet  was  engraved,  and  which  he  wore  in  a  ring, 
was  probably  worth  all  the  jewels  of  the  English 
crown,  and  a  sapphire,  which  terminated  the  hilt  of 
his  canjinr,  was  not  of  much  inferior  value.  It  should 
be  added,  that  to  protect  him  from  the  dost,  which, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Dead  Sea,  resembles  the  finest 
ashes,  or,  perhaps  out  of  Oriental  pride,  the  Soldan 
wore  a  sort  of  veil  attached  to  his  turban,  which 
partly  obscured  the  view  of  his  noble  features.  He 
rode  a  milk  white  Arabian,  which  bore  him  as  if  con- 
scious and  proud  of  his  noble  burden. 

There  was  no  need  of  fartiier  introduction.  The 
f wo  heroic  monarchy  for  such  they  both  were,  threw 
themselves  at  once  from  horseback,  and  the  troops 
halting  and  the  music  suddenly  ceasing,  they  ad- 
vanced to  meet  each  other  in  profound  silence,  and, 
after  a  courteous  inclination  on  either  side,  they  em- 
braced as  brethren  and  equals.  The  pomp  and  dis- 
play upon  both  sides  attracted  no  fartner  notice — no 
one  saw  aught  save  Richard  and  Saladin,  and  they 
too  beheld  nothing  but  each  other.  The  looks  with 
which  Richard  surveyed  Saladin,  were,  however, 
more  intently  curious  than  those  which  the  Soldan 
fixed  upon  him ;  and  the  Soldan  also  was  the  first  to 
break  silence. 

"The  Mclech  Rk  it  welcome  to  Saladin  as  water 
to  this  desert !  I  trust  he  bath  no  distnist  of  this 
numerous  array  i  Excepting  the  armed  slaves  of  my 
household,  those  who  surround  you  with  eyes  of  won- 
der and  of  welcome,  are,  even  the  humblest  of  them, 
the  privileged  nobles  of  my  thousand  tribes;  for  who 
that  could  claim  a  title  to  be  present,  would  remain  at 
home  when  such  a  Prince  was  to  be  seen  as  Richard, 
with  the  terrors  of  whose  name,  even  on  the  sands  of 
Yemen,  the  nurse  stills  her  child,  and  the  free  Arab 
subdues  his  restive  steed !" 

"And  these  are  all  nobles  of  Araby ?*'  said  Rich- 
ard, looking  around  on  wild  forms  with  their  per- 
sons covered  with  haicks,  their  countenance  swart 
with  the  sunbeams,  their  teeth  as  white  as  ivory, 
their  black  eyes  glancing  with  fierce  and  preterna- 
tural lustre  from  under  the  shade  of  their  turbans, 
and  their  dress  being  in  general  simple,  even  to 
meanness. 

"They  claim  such  rank,"  said  Saladin;  "but  though 
numerous,  thejr  arc  within  the  conditions  of  the  treaty, 
and  bear  no  arms  but  the  sabre — even  the  iron  of  their 
lances  is  left  behind." 

"  I  fear,"  muttered  De  Vaux  in  English,  "  they 
have  left  thsna  where  they  can  be  soon  found.— A 
most  flourishing  House  of  reers.  I  confess,  and  would 
find  Westminster-Hall  something  too  narrow  for 
them." 

"Hush,  Ds  Vaux."  said  Richard,  "I  command 
thee.—"  Noble  Saladin,"  he  said, "  su^Hcionand  thou 
cannot  exist  on  the  same  groimd.— Seest  thou," 
pointing  to  the  lii)>is  "  I  too  have  brought  some 
champions  with  me.'  though  armed,  perhaps,  in  breach 
of  agreement,  for  bright  eyes  and  fair  features  arc 
weapons  which  cannot  be  left  behind." 

The  Soldan,  tumirm  to  the  litters,  nwde  an  obei- 
sance as  lowly  as  if^  looking  towards  Mecca,  and 
kissed  the  sand  in  token  of  respect. 

"  Nay,"  said  Richard,—"  they  will  not  fear  a  closer 
encounter,  brother ;  wilt  thou  not  ride  towards 
their  litters,  and  ths  curtains  will  be  presently  with- 
drawn ?" 


"  That  may  Alia  prohibit !"  said  Ssladini  "  since 
not  an  Arab  looks  on,  who  would  not  think  it  shame 
to  the  nobln  ladies  to  be  seen  with  their  faces  un- 
covered." 

"  Thou  shalt  see  them,  then,  in  private,  my  royil 
brother,"  answered  Richard. 

"To  what  purpose?"  answered  Saladin,  mourn- 
fully. "  Thy  last  letter  was,  to  the  hopes  which 
I  had  entertained,  like  water  to  fire :  and  whef»' 
fore  should  I  again  light  a  flame,  which  may  in- 
deed conRimo,  but  cannot  cheer  me?— But  wffl 
not  my  brother  pass  to  the  tent  which  his  sen-ant 
hath  prepared  for  him?  My  principal  black  slavs 
hath  taken  order  f:)r  the  reception  of  the  PrincessM 
—the  officers  of  my  household  will  attend  your  fol- 
lowers, and  oiirself  will  be  the  chamberlain  of  ihs 
royal  Richazd." 

He  led  the  way  accordingly  to  a  splendid  pafi- 
lion,  where  was  every  thing  that  royal  Iqxury  cooU 
devise.  De  Vmux,  who  was  in  attendance,  then 
removed  the  chsppe,  {cava,)  or  long  riding-cloak 
which  Richard  wore,  and  he  stood  before  Saladin 
in  the  close  dress  which  showed  to  advanta^  the 
strength  and  symmetry  of  his  person,  while  it  bqn 
a  strong  contrast  to  the  flowing  robes  which  dis- 
guised the  thin  frame  of  the  Eaetem  monarch.  It 
was  Richard's  two-handed  sword  that  chiefly  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  Saracen,  a  broad  straight 
blade,  the  seemingly  unwieldy  length  of  which  ex- 
tended well  nigh  from  the  shoulder  to  the  heel  of  the 
wearer. 

"  Had  I  not,"  said  Saladin.  "  seen  this  brand 
flaming  in  the  front  of  battle,  like  that  of  AzraeL 
I  had  scarce  believed  that  human  arm  could  widd 
it  Might  I  request  to  see  the  Melech  Ric  stnkl 
one  blow  with  it  in  peace,  and  in  pure  trial  d 
strength  ?" 

"Willingly,  noble  Saladin,"  answered  Richardi 
and  looking  around  for  something  whereon  to  exercisi 
his  strengtn,  he  saw  a  steel  mace,  held  by  one  of  tin 
attendants,  the  handle  being  of  the  same  metaL  and 
about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter— this  he  plaeed 
on  a  block  of  wood. 

The  anxiety  of  De  Vaux  for  his  master's  honom 
led  him  to  whisper  in  English—"  For  the  blessed  Vi^ 
gin's  sake,  beware  what  you  attempt,  my  liege !  Yon 
full  strength  is  not  as  yet  returned— give  no  triumpb 
to  the  infidel." 

"  Peace,  fool!"  said  Richard,  standing  firm  on  hii 
ground,  and  casting  a  fierce  glance  around — "  thinkesi 
thou  that  I  can  fail  in  his  presence?" 

The  glittering  broadsword,  wielded  by  both  hii 
hands,  rose  alofi  to  the  King's  left  shoulder,  cirded 
round  his  head,  descended  with  the  sway  of  somi 
terrific  eni^nne,  and  the  bar  of  iron  rolled  on  thi 
ground  in  two  pieces  as  a  woodsman  would  sorer  ■ 
sapling  with  a  nodging-bill. 

By  the  head  of  the  Prophet,  a  most  wonderfiil 
blow!"  said  the  Soldan,  critically  and  accurately 
examining  the  iron  bar  which  had  been  cut  asimder: 
and  the  blade  of  the  sword  was  so  well  tempered 
as  to  exhibit  not  the  least  token  of  having  sdrorad 
by  the  feat  it  had  performed.  He  then  took  the 
King's  hand,  and  looking  on  the  size  and  muscular 
strength  which  it  exhibited,  laughed  as  he  placed  it 
beside  his  own,  so  lank  and  thin,  so  in£enor  m  bimwn 
and  sinew. 

"Ay,  look  well,"  said  De  Vaux.  in  English,  "it  will 
be  long  ere  your  long  jackanape  s  fingers  do  such  a 
feat  with  your  fine  gilded  reaping-hook  there." 

"Silence,  De  Vaux,"  said  Kichard ;  "by  Our  Lady, 
he  understands  or  guesses  thy  meaning— be  not  so 
broad,  Ipray  thee." 

The  Soldan,  indeed,  presently  said—"  Something 
I  would  fain  attempt— though,  wherefore  should  the 
weak  show  their  inferiority  in  presence  of  the  strong? 
Yet,  each  land  hath  its  own  exercises,  and  this  may 
be  new  to  the  Melech  Ric."— So  saying,  he  took  from 
the  floor  a  cushion  of  silk  and  down,  and  placed  it 


earth,  were  it  the  Excalibar  of  King  Arthur,  can  cut 
that  which  opposes  no  steady  resistanoo  to  the  blow." 


ckAF.  xxvn.] 


THE  TALISMAN. 


M 


*'MaA.  then,"  said  Saladin;  and,  tuckina  tip  the 
daete  of  nis  {Sdwd,  showed  his  anii,  thin  inoeea  and 
^psje^  but  which  constant  exercise  had  hardened  into 
a  mass  oonaisting  of  naui^ht  but  bone,  brawn,  and 
■new.  He  unsheathed  bjs  ciroetsr,  a  cunrea  and 
nanow  blade,  which  glittered  not  like  the  swords  of 
(be  Franks,  bat  was,  on  the  contrary,  of  a  dull  blue 
eoloar,  marked  with  ten  millions  of  meandering  lines, 
which  showed  how  anxiously  the  metal  had  been 
trdded  by  the  armourer.  Wielding  this  wespon.  ap- 
paieody  bo  ineiBcient  when  compared  to  thst  of  Kicn- 
iid,  tbe  Soldan  stood  resting  bis  weight  upon  his  left 
loot,  which  was  slightly  advanced ;  he  balanced  him- 
aelf  a  little  as  if  to  steady  his  aim,  then  stepping  at 
atot  forward,  drew  the  ciroeter  across  the  cusoion, 
ip^ying  the  edge  so  dexterously,  end  with  so  little 
apparent  eflbrt,  that  the  cushion  seemed  rather  to  fall 
aaooder  than  to  be  divided  by  violence. 

"It  is  a  juggler's  trick,"  eaid  De  Vaux,  darting  for- 
ward and  snatching  up  the  portion  of  the  cuihion 
which  bad  been  cut  off,  as  if  to  assure  himself  of  the 
nattty  of  the  feat, — ^  there  is  gramarye  in  this." 

Tile  Soklan  seemed  to  comprehend  him,  for  he  un- 
did tbe  sort  of  Teil  which  be  bad  hitherto  worn,  laid 
it  double  along  the  edge  of  his  aabre,  extended  the 
waapoa  edgeways  in  the  air,  and  drawing  it  suddenly 
Ifarouah  the  veil,  although  it  hung  on  the  blade  eo- 
liiriy  loose,  severed  that  also  into  two  parts,  which 
Soated  to  diflerent  rtdes  of  the  tent,  equally  display* 
ug  the  extreme  temper  and  sharpness  of  the  weapon, 
and  the  exquisite  dexterity  of  him  who  used  it. 

"Now,  in  good  faith,  my  brother,"  said  Richard, 
*thou  art  even  matchless  st  the  trick  of  the  sword, 
ud  right  perilous  were  it  to  meet  thee !  StilL  however. 
I  pot  aome  faith  in  a  downright  English  blow,  and 
wfiat  we  cannot  do  by  sleight,  we  eke  out  by  strength. 
Iferertheless,  in  truth  thou  srt  as  expert  in  inflicung 
woonda,'  aa  my  sage  Hakim  in  curing  them.  I  trust 
I  ahall  see  the  learned  leech— I  have  much  to  thank 
bin  for,  and  had  brought  some  small  present" 

Af  he  apoke,  Saladm  exchanged  his  turban  for  a 
Tltftar  cap.  He  had  no  sooner  done  so^  than  De 
Fioz  opened  at  once  hiq  extended  mouth  and  his 
laige  roond  eyes,  and  Richard  gazed  with  scarce  lens 
astonishment,  while  the  Soldan  spoke  in  a  grave  and 
altered  voice :  "The  sick  man,  sayeth  the  poet,  while 
be  is  yet  infirm,  knoweth  the  physiciati  by  his  step ; 
bat  when  he  is  reooTered.  he  knoweth  not  even  his 
fcce  when  he  looks  upon  him." 
"A  miracle  !~a  miracle  Y*  exclaimed  Richard. 
"Of  Mahouod*s  working,  doubtless,"  said  Thomas 
da  Vaux. 

"That  I  should  lose  my  learned  Hakim."  said 
Richard,  "  merely  by  absence  of  hid  cap  and  robe,  and 
that  I  abould  find  him  again  in  my  royal  brother  Sa- 
lidrnr 

'*8Dch  is  oft  the  fashion  of  the  world,"  snswered 
dia  Soldan ;  "  the  tattered  robe  makes  not  always  the 
deniech." 

'^Aod  it  was  through  thy  intercession,"  said  Rich- 
ud,  "that  yonder  Knight  of  the  Leopard  was  saved 
fioin  death — and  by  thy  artifice  that  he  revisited  my 
eamp  in  disguise  7"  .  . 

''  Even  so,"  replied  Saladin  ;  "  I  was  physician 
cBOogh  to  know,  that  unless  the  wounds  of  his 
bleemng  honour  were  stanched,  the  days  of  his  life 
must  be  few.  His  disguise  was  more  easily  pene- 
trated than  I  had  expected  from  the  success  of  my 


own. 


11 


An  accident,"  said  King  Richard,  (probably  allud- 
ing to  the  circumstance  of  his  applying  his  lips  to 
tbe  wound  of  the  supposed  Nubian,)  "let  me  first 
know  that  his  skin  was  artificially  discoloured ;  and 
that  hmt  once  taken,  detection  became  easy,  for  his 
form  and  person  are  not  to  be  forgotten.  I  con- 
Ueotly  expect  that  be  will  do  battle  on  the  morrow." 

"He  is  full  in  preparation,  and  high  in  hope,"  said 
die  Soldan.  "  I  have  furnislicd  him  with  weapons 
tad  horse,  thinking  nobly  ^  Ipm  from  what  I  have 
ieen  under  various  disguises.    ' 

'^Knows  he  now,'?  3aid  Richard,  "  to  whom  he  lies 
■nder  obligation  7" 

*'He  doth,"  reined  the  Saracei»— "I  was  obliged  to 
eoofcsB  my  person  when  I  unfolded  my  purpose." 


"And  oonliMBed  he  aught  to  youT  said  the  King  of 
England. 

'^"^othing  explicit,"  replied  the  Soldan;  "but  froip 
much  that  passed  between  us,  I  conceive  his  love  is 
too  highly  placed  to  be  happy  in  its  issue." 

"And  thou  knowest,  that  bis  daring  and  insolent 
passbn  crossed  thine  own  wishes  1"  said  Richard. 

"  I  might  guess  so  much,"  said  Saladin ;  "  but  his 
passion  had  existed  ere  my  wishes  had  been  formed — 
and,  I  must  now  add,  is  likely  to  survive  them.  I 
cannot,  in  honour,  revenge  me  for  my  disappointment 
on  him  who  had  no  hand  in  it.  Or,  if  this  high-bom 
dame  loved- him  better  than  myself,  who  can  say  that 
she  did  not  justice  to  a  knight,  of  her  own  religion, 
who  is  full  of  noUeness  7" 

"  Yet  of  too  mean  lineage  to  mix  with  the  blood  of 
Plantagenet,"  said  Richard,  haughtily. 

"  Such  may  be  your  maxims  in  Frangistan,"  re- 
plied the  Soldan.  ^'  Our  poets  of  the  Eastern  coun- 
tries say,  that  a  valiant  camel-driver  is  worthy  to  kin 
the  lip  ojf  a  fair  Queen,  when  a  cowardly  prince  is  not 
worthy  to  salute  the  hem  of  her  garment.— But  with 
your  jpermission,  noble  brother,  I  must  take  leave  of 
thee  for  the  present,  to  receive  the  Duke  of  Austria 
and  yonder  Nazaren^  knight,  much  less  worthy  of 
hospitality,  but  who  roust  yet  be  suitably  entreated, 
not  for  their  sakes,  but  for  mine  own  honour— for 
what  saith  the  Sage  Lokman  7  *  Say  not  that  the 
food  is  lost  unto  thee  which  is  given  to  thestranKer-- 
for  if  his  body  be  strengthened  arid  fsttened  taer»> 
withal,  not  less  is  thine  own  worship  snd  good  name 
cherished  and  augmented.' " 

The  Saracen  Monarch  departed  from  King  Rich* 
ard's  tent,  and  having  indicated  to  him,  rather  with 
signs  than  with  speech,  where  the  pavilion  of  the 
Queen  and  her  attendants  was  pitched,  he  went  to 
receive  the  Marquis  of  Montserrat  and  his  attendants, 
for  whom,  with  less  good- will,  but  with  equal  splen- 
dour, the  majgnificent  Soldan  had  provided  accom- 
modations. The  most  ample  refreshments,  both  in 
the  Oriental,  and  after  the  European  fashion,  were 
spread  before  the  royal  and  princely  guests  of  Saladin, 
each  in  their  own  separate  pavilion  i  and  so  attentive 
was  the  Soldan  to  toe  habits  and  taste  of  his  visiters, 
that  Grecian  slaves  were  stationed  to  present  them 
with  the  goblet,  which  is  the  abomination  of  the  sect 
of  Mahommed.  Ere  Richard  had  finished  his  meal, 
the  ancient  Omrah,  who  had  brought  the  Soldan's 
letter  to  the  Chrisrian  camp,  entered  with  a  plan  of 
Ibe  ceremonial  to  be  observed  on  the  succeeding  day 
of  combat.  Richard,  who  knew  the  taste  of  his  old 
acquaintance,  invited  him  to  pledge  him  in  a  flagon  of 
wine  of  Schiraz;  but  Abdailah  gave  him  to  under- 
stand, with  a  rueful  aspect,  that  self-denial,  in  the 
present  circnmstanoes.  was  a  matter  in  which  his  life 
was  concerned :  for  that  Saladin,  tolerant  in  many 
respects,  both  observed,  and  enforced  by  high  penal- 
ties, the  laws  of  the  Prophet 

"N^,  then,"  said  Richard,  "if  he  loves  not  wine, 
that  lightencr  of  the  human  heart,  his  conversion  is 
not  to  be  hoped  for,  and  the  prediclkm  of  the  mad 
priest  of  Engaddi  goes  like  chaiT  down  the  wind." 

The  King  then  addressed  himself  to  settle  the  articles 
of  combit,  which  cost  a  considerable  livie,  as  it  was 
necessary  on  some  points  to  consult  with  the  opposite 
parties,  as  well  as  with  the  Soldan. 

They  were  at  length  finally  agreed  upon,  and  ad- 
justed by  a  protocol  in  French  and  in  Arabian,  which 
was  subscribed  by  Saladin  as  umpire  of  the  field,  and 
by  Richard  and  lieopold  as  guarantees  for  the  two 
combatants.  As  the  Omrah  took  his  final  leave  of 
King  Richard  for  the  evening,  De  Vaux  entered. 

"The  good  knight,"  he  sfd,  "  who  is  to  do  battle 
to-morrow,  requests  to  know,  whether  He  may  not 
to-night  pay  duty  to  his  royalgodftther  7" 

"  Hast  thou  seen  him,  De  vaux  7"  said  the  King^ 
smiling;  "  and  didst  thou  know  an  ancient  acquaint- 
ance r' 

"  By  our  Lady  of  Lanercost,"  answered  De.  Vsux, 
"there  are  so  many  surprises  and  changea  m  this 
land,  that  my  poor  brain  turns.  I  scarce  knew  Sir 
Kenneth  of  Scotland,  till  his  good  hound,  that  had 
been  fort  short  while  under  my  care,  came  and  fawned 
on  me;  and  even  then  I  ony  knew  the  tyke  by  tba 
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depth  of  his  eheit,  the  ronndiiBW  of  bis  Coot,  and  his 
manoer  of  baying;  for  the  poor  gaze-hound  was 
painted  like  an/  Venetian  oourtesan/' 

**Tbou  art  Setter  skilled  in  brutes  than  men,  De 
Vauz,"  said  the  King. 

"I  will  not  deny,"  said  De  Vauz,  *'I  have  fonnd 
them  ofttimes  the  honester  animals.  Alaa,  your 
Grace  is  pleased  to  term  me  sometimes  a  brute  my- 
self; besides  that  I  serve  the  Lion,  whom  all  men 
acknowledge  the  king  of  brutes." 

"By  Samt  George,  there  thou  brokest  thy  lance 
laiily  on  my  broWi'^said  the  King.  **  I  haTO  ever  said 
thou  hast  a  sort  of  wit,  De  Vaux— marry,  one  must 
strike  thee  with  a  sledge-hammer  ere  it  can  be  made 
to  q>arkle.  But  to  the  present  gear— is  the  good 
kniimt  well  armed  and  equipped  T 

**  Fully,  my  liege,  and  nobly/'  answered  De  Vauz; 
"1  know  tho  armour  well*-it  is  that  which  the  Vene- 
tian oommissanr  oflkred  your  highness,  just  ere  you 
became  ill,  for  nve  hundrod  bezants." 

"  And  he  hath  aold  it  to  the  infidel  Soklan,  I  war- 
rant me,  for  a  few  ducats  more,  and  present  payment. 
These  Venetians  would  sell  the  sepulchre itseli!" 

"  The  armour  will  never  be  home  in  a  nobler  cause," 
saidDe  Vauz. 

"Thanks  to  the  nobleness  of  the  Saracen,"  said  the 
King,  **  not  to  the  avarice  of  the  Venetians." 

*T  would  to  God  your  Grace  would  be  more  cau- 
tious," said  the  anzious  De  Vauz.— "Here  are  we 
deserted  by  all  our  allies,  for  points  of  offence  given 
to  one  or  another :  we  cannot  hope  to  prosper  upon 
the  land,  and  we  have  only  to  quarrel  with  the  am- 
phibious repttblic,  to  lose  the  means  of  retreat  by  sea !" 

"I  will  take  carS,"  said  Richard,  impatiently;  "but 
school  me  no  more.  Tell  me  rather,  tor  it  is  of  inte- 
rest, hath  the  knight  a  confessor?" 

"He  hath,"  answered  De  Vsiiz;  "the  hermit  of 
EngaddL  who  erst  did  him  that  office  when  preparing 
for  death,  attends  him  on  the  present  occasion;  the 
fame  of  the  duel  having  brought  him  hither." 

"'Tie  well,"  said  Richard;  "and  now  for  the 
knight'fe  request  Say  to  him,  Richard  will  receive 
him  when  the  discharge  of  his  devoir  beside  the  Dia- 
mond of  the  Desert  shall  have  atoned  for  his  fault 
beside  the  Mount  of  Saint  George;  and  as  thou 
passest  through  the  cama  let  the  Q[ueen  know  I  will 
visit  her  pavilion— and  tell  Blondel  to  meet  me  there." 

De  Vauz  departed,  a..d  in  about  an  hour  afterwards, 
Richsrd,  wrapping  his  mantle  around  him,  and  tak- 
inj?  hieghittem  in  his  hand,  walked  in  the  direction 
of^the  (inoen's  pavilion.  Several  Arabs  passed  him, 
but  always  with  averted  heads,  and  looks  fixed  upon 
the  earta|  though  he  could  observe  that  all  gazed  ear- 
nestly after  him  when  he  was  past.  This  led  him 
justly  to  conjecture  that  his  person  was  known  to 
them;  but  that  either  the  Soldan's  commands,  or 
their  own  Oriental  politeness,  forbade  them  to  seem  to 
notice  a  sovereign  who  desired  to  remain  incognito. 

When  the  King  reached  the  pavilion  of  his  Queen, 
he  found  it  auarded  by  those  unhsppy  officials  whom 
Eastern  jealousy  places  around  the  zenana.  Blondel 
was  walking  before  the  door,  and  touched  his  rote 
from  time  to  time,  in  a  manner  which  made  the  Afri- 
show  ibeir  ivory  teeth,  and  bear  botden  with 


cans  , 

their  strange  gestures  and  shrill  unnatural  voices. 

"  What  art  thou  after  with  this  herd  of  black  cattle, 
Blondel?"  said  the  King;  "wherefore  goest  thou  not 
into  the  tent?" 

"  Because  my  trade  can  neither  spare  the  hcaid  nor 
the  fingers,"  said  Blondel ;  "  and  these  honest  blacka- 
moora  threatened  to  cut  me  joint  from  joint  if  I  pressed 
forward." 

^  "Well,  enter  with  me,"  said  the  Kiag.  "and  I  wUl 
be  thy  safe<^aRL" 

The  blacks  acooidingly  lowered  pikes  and  swords 
to  Kiiig  Richard,  and  bent  their  eyes  on  the  ground, 
as  if  unworthy  to  look  upon  him.  In  the  interior  of 
the  pavilion,  they  found  Thomas  de  Vauz  in  attend- 
ance on  the  Queen.  While  Berangaria  welcomed 
Blopdd,  King  Richard  spoke  for  some  time  secretly 
and  apart  with  his  fair  unswoman. 

At  length.. "Are  we  still  foss,  my^ur  Edith?"  he 
•aid.  in  a  whisper.  « 

"No,  my  Uege."  said  Edith,  in  a  voice  just  so  low 


SB  not  to  intenrnpt  the  luusie— ^^noiie  can 
aminat  King  Richard,  when  ha  deigns  to  show  Vm- 
self,  as  he  really  is,  innerogs  and  noUe,  as  well  u 
valiant  and  hononnoie." 

So  aayinft  die.ezteoded  her  hand  to  him.  Tlie 
King  kissed  It  in  token  of  reconciliation,  and  then 
proceeded. 

"  You  think,  my  sweet  cousin,  that  my  soger  in  tloi 
matter  was  feigned ;  but  you  are  deceived.  The  poi' 
ishment  I  inflicted  upon  this  knight  was  just;  for  he 
hsd  betrayed— no  matter  for  how  tempung  a  bribe, 
fair  cousin— the  trust  committed  to  him.  But  I  rqoiet, 
perchance  as  much  as  you,  that  to-morrow  gives  bin 
a  chance  to  win  the  field,  and  throw  back  the  sttta 
which  for  a  time  clung  to  him,  upon  the  actual  thirf 
and  traitor.  No !— fumre  times  may  blame  Kicbsid 
for  impetuous  folly ;  but  they  shall  sav,  that  in  reodsr- 
udgment,  he  was  just  when  he  should,  snd  bmt- 
.  when  he  could." 

"  Laud  not  thyself;  cousin  King,"  said  Edith.  "1^ 
may  call  thy  justice  ci;pelty— thy  mercv  csprios." 

*^And  do  not  thou  pnde  thyseu',"  said  the  King,  **u 
if  thy  knight,  who  hath  not  vet  buckled  on  his  armoir, 
were  unbelting  it  in  tnumpn— Connde  of  Montamt 
is  held  a gooolance.  What  if  the  Scol  ahoakl  lost 
the  day  V^ 

"It  18  impossible  1"  said  Edith,  firmly-"  My  owa 
eyes  saw  yonder  Conrade  tremble  and  chaoge  co- 
lour, like  a  base  thief.  He  is  guilty— and  the  trisl 
by  combat  is  an  appeal  to  the  justice  of  God.— I 
myself;  in  such  a  case,  would  encounter  him  withoet 
fear." 

"By  the  mass,  I  think  loon  wouldst,  wencb,"  ssid 
the  King,  "  and  beat  him  to  boot :  for  there  nei« 
breathedTa  truer  Plantageoct  than  thou." 

He  paused,  and  added  in  a  very  aerious  lone,— "Set 
that  thou  continue  to  remembtf  what  is  dne  to  iby 
birth." 

"What  means  that  advice,  so  seiiouslv  civea  it 
this  moment  ?"  sakl  Edith.  "  Am  I  of  such  light  as^ 
ture  as  to  foiget  my  name— my  condition  ?"      ^ 

"I  will  spleak plainlv,  Edith,"  answered  theCnft 
and  as  to  a  friend,- What  will  this  knight  be  to  yes. 
should  he  come  ofi*  victor  from  yonder  iMs  7" 

"To  m«?  said  Edith,  blushing  deep  with  ibun 
and  displeasure, — "  What  can  he  be  to  me  more  thaa 
an  honoured  knight,  worthy  of  such  grace  ss  Qumb 
Berangaria  might  confer  on  him,  hacfne  selectsdjMr 
for  his  lady,  instead  of  a  more  unworthy  choice?  The 
meanest  knight  msy  devote  hiniseif  to  the  service  m 
an  empress,  but  the  glory  of  his  dioice,"  she  ssid 
proudly,  "  must  be  his  reward." 

"  Yet  he  hath  served  and  suffered  mnch  for  yen, 
said  the  Kin^^. 

"I  have  paid  his  services  with  honour  snd  spplaoie^ 
and  his  sufferings  with  tears,"  answered  EdidL— 
"  Had  he  desired  other  reward,  he  would  have  done 
wisely  to  have  bestowed  his  affections  within  his  owa 
de«ree." 

You  would  not  then  wear  the  bloody  ni^t-gesr 
for  his  sake  T 

"No  more,"  answered  Edith,  " than  I  would  htvs 
required  him  to  ezpose  his  life  by  an  action,  in  which 
there  was  more  madness  than  honour." 

"Maidens  talk  ever  thus,"  said  theKing;  "but whan 
the  favoured  lover  presses  his  suit,  she  saya^  with  a 


replied,  with  d«nity.  "Trust  me,  my  liege,  wbaterer 
be  the  power  of  the  stars,  your  poor  kinswoman  wul 
never  wed  either  infidel,  or  obscure  adveotoier^ 
Permit  me,  that  I  listen  to  the  music  of  Blondel,  nr 
the  tone  of  your  royal  admonitiona  is  scarce  so  grate- 
ful to  the  esr." 

The  conclusion  of  the  evening  offend  nothing  wi*^ 
thy  of  notice. 


CHAPTER  XXVIIL 

Heard  ye  the  din  of  battle  bi«7. 

LoBee  to  looos,  and  bont  to  horMf-OBAY. 

It  hsd  been  agreed,  on  account  of  the  heat  of  ^ 
cumate^  that  the  judicial  combat,  which  was  the  ~ 
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d  the  present  aaoemblBRe  of  varioiu  nations  at  the 
DiamoDd  of  the  Desert,  should  take  place  at  one 
iHur  a<^ier  sunrise.  The  wide  liats,  which  had  been 
eoDitnicted  under  the  inspocrion  of  the  Knight  of  the 
Leopard,  enclosed  a  space  of  hard  sand,  which  was 
ooehiiDdred  and  twcntv  yards  Ions  by  forty  in  width. 
Tbef  extended  in  Icngtn  from  north  to  eouih,  so  as  to 

Sre  both  parties  the  equal  advantage  of  the  rising  sun. 
liadin's  royal  seat  was  erected  on  the  western  side 
of  ibe  enclosure,  jiiet  in  the  centre,  where  the  com- 
biaats  were  expt-cted  lo  meet  in  mid  encounter. 
Opposed  to  this  was  a  gallery  with  closed  casements, 
iQopntrived,  that  the^dies,  for  whose  accommoda- 
Don  it  was  erected,  migh^  see  the  fijcht  without  being 
ihemarlves  ezposod  to  view.    At  cither  extremity  of 
dM  Lsis  was  a  barrier,  which  could  be  opened  or  shut 
ti pleasure.     Thrones  had  been  also  crecipd,  hut  the 
Armduke,  perceiving  that  his  was  lo\\'cr  than  King 
Richard's,  refused  to  oe-cimyit;  and  Cccut  dc  Lion, 
vfao  would  have  submitted  to  much  crc  any  fonnality 
ibould  have  interfered  with  the  combat,  readily  agrcfxi 
ikit  the  "ponsors,  as  ihuy  were  called,  should  ivmain 
4B  horseback  during  the  fisht.    At  one  extremity  of 
(he  lists  were  placed  the  followers  of  Richard,  and 
QGDOied  to  them  were  those  who  accompRniod  the 
duender,  Coiirade.    .Around  the  throne  destined  for 
be  Sokian,  were  ranged  his  splendid  Ocoi^ian  Guards, 
lad  (he  r«et  of  the  enclosure  was  occupiodby  Christian 
•DG  Mahomrnedan  spectators. 

Long  before  day  break,  the  lists  were  surrounded  by 
erta  a  larger  number  of  Saracens  than  Richard  had 
H!)  on  the  preceding  e\'ening.  When  the  first  ray  of 
the  Nin's  glorious  orb  arose  above  (he  desert,  the 
looorous  call,  "  To  prayer — to  prayer !"  was  pound 
farth  by  the  Soldan  himself,  arKl  answered  by  others, 
vbose  rank  and  zeal  entitled  them  to  act  as  mucz- 
toa.  It  *%'af«  a  striking  ^ectaclc  to  see  (hem  all  sink 
10  earth,  for  r^e  purpose  of  repeating  their  devotions, 
«nh  their  faces  turned  to  Mecca.  But  when  they 
VOK  from  the  ground,  the  sun's  ray's,  now  strength- 
BiD2fa>t,  seemed  (o  confirm  the  Lord  of  Gilsland's 
aai-Tcture  of  the  night  before.  They  were  flashed 
bta  from  many  a  spear  head,  for  the  pointless  lances 
ef  the  preceding  day  were  certainly  no  longer  such. 
De  Vaaz  pointed  it  out  to  his  master,  who  answered 
vith  impatience,  that  he  had  perfect  confidence  in  the 
iDorl  faith  of  (he  Soldan ;  but  if  De  Vaux  was  afraid 
rfhisbidky  body,  he  mi;?ht  retire. 

Soon  after  this  the  noise  of  timbrels  was  heard,  at 
the  KHind  of  which  the  whole  Saracen  cavaliers 
th!ew  themaelvft:  from  their  horses,  and  prostrated 
ih(0'j«ivc«,  as  if  for  a  second  morning  prayer.  This 
•u  to  give  an  opportunity  to  the  Queen,  with  Edith 
ud  her  attendants,  to  pass  from  (he  pavilion  to  the 
I1IIC7  intended  for  them.  Fifty  guards  of  Saladin's 
■ragjio  escorted  them,  with  naked  sabres,  whose 
oHers  were  to  cut  to  pieces  whomsoever,  were  he 
pnactror  peasant,  nhoula  venture  to  ^aze  on  the  ladies 
u  toey  passed,  or  even  presume  to  raise  his  head  until 
the  cessation  of  the  music  should  make  all  men  aware 
that  they  were  lodged  in  their  gallery,  not  to  be  gazed 
on  bv  the  curious  eye. 

This  superstitious  observance  of  Oriental  rcve- 
Roee  to  the  Ifair  Sf.'X,  called  forth  from  Queen  Bercn- 
firia  some  criticisms  very  unfavourable  to  Saladin 
ami  hii  countr>'.  But  their  den,  as  the  roval  fair 
called  if,  bein^  securely  dosed  and  guarded  by  their 
■Me  atiendahtF.  she  was  under  the  necessity  of 
emicnting  herself  with  scein^^  and  laying  aside  for 
lieprvserii  the  still  more  exquisite  pleasure  of  being 

Mean  time  the  sponsors  of  both  champions  went, 
«  Ka»  their  duty,  to  sec  that  they  were  duly  armed, 
ud  prepared  for  combat.  The  Archduke  of  Austria 
*u  in  no  hurry  to  perform  this  part  of  the  ccremo- 
OY  having  haa  ratner  an  unusually  severe  debauch 
;.ion  wine  of  Schiraz  the  preceding  evening.  But  the 
Gnnd  Mister  of  (he  Temple,  more  deeply  concerned 
nthe  fvent  of  the  combat,  was  early  before  the  tent 
'^  Connide  of  3Tont8crrBt.  To  his  great  surprise, 
lie  aifendanrs  refused  him  admituiioe.  . ,  .     _       . 

"Do  you  not  know  me,  ye  knaves?"  said  the  Grand 
Jfaitw,  in  great  anfser. 

"We  do,  mo«i  vabant  and  reverend,"  answered 


Conrade's  squire ;  "but  even  yoti  may  not  at  present 
enter— the  Marquis  is  about  to  confess  himself." 

"Confess  himself!"  exclaimed  the  Templar,  in  a 
tone  where  alarm  mingled  with  surprise  and  scorn— 
"  and  to  whom,  I  pray  thee  ?" 

"My  master  bid  me  be  serret "  said  the  squire ;  on 
which  the  Grand  Master  pushed  past  him,  and  entered 
the  tent  almost  by  force. 

The  Marquis  or  Montserrat  was  kneeling  at  the  feet 
of  the  Hermit  of  Engaddi,  and  in  the  act  of  beginning 
his  confession. 

"  What  means  this,  Manniis  ?"  said  the  Grand  Mas* 
ler;  "  up,  for  shame— or,. if  you  must  needs  confess, 
am  not  1  here  ?" 

"  I  have  confessed  to  you  too  often  already,"  replied 
Conrade,  with  a  pale  cheek  and  0  faltering  voice. 
"  For  God's  sake,  Grand  Master,  begone,  and  let  me 
unfold  my  consrience  to  this  holy  man." 

"  In  what  is  he  holier  than  I  amT'  said  the  Grand 
Master.—"  Hermit,  prophet,  madman— say,  if  thou 
darest,  in  what  thou  excellest  me?" 

"Bold  and  bad  man,"  replied  the  Hermit,  "know 
that  I  am  Hke  the  latticed  window,  and  the  divine 
light  passes  through  to  avail  others,  though,  alas!  it 
helpeth  not  me.  Thou  an  hke  the  iron  stancheons, 
which  neither  receive  light  themselves,  nor  commu- 
nicate it  10  any  one." 

"Prate  not  to  me,  but  depart  from  this  tent,"  said 
the  Grand  Master ;  "  the  jVIarquis  shall  not  confess 
this  morning,  unless  it  be  to  me,  fur  I  part  not  from 
his  side." 

"Is  this  your  pleasure?"  said  the  Hermit  to  Con- 
rade; "for  think  not  1  will  obey  that  proud  man,  if 
yon  continue  to  desire  my  assistance." 

"Alas,"  said  Conrade,  invsolutely,  "what  would 
you  have  me  say?— Farewell  for  a  while — we  will 
speak  anon." 

"  Oh,  procrastination !"  exclaimed  the  Hermit. 
"  thou  art  a  soul-murderer !— Unhappy  man,  farewell 
—not  for  a  while,  but  until  wo  shall  ooth  meet— no 
matter  where.— And  for  thee,"  he  added,  turning  to 
the  Grand  Master,  "Tremble  !" 

"Tremble!"  replied  the  Templar,  contemptuously, 
"I  cannot  if  I  would." 

The  Hermit  heard  not  his  answer,  having  left  the 
tent. 

"  Come !  to  this  gear  hastily,"  ssid  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter, "  since  thou  wilt  needs  go  through  the  foolery. — 
Hark  thee— I  think  I  know  most  of  thy  frailties  by 
heart,  so  we  may  omit  the  detail,  which  may  be  some- 
what a  long  one,  and  begin  with  (he  absolution. 
What  signifies  counting  the  spots  of  dirt  that  we  are 
about  to  wash  from  our  hands?" 

"Knowing  what  thou  art  thyself."  said  Conrade. 
"it  is  blasphemous  to  speak  of  pardoning  another.' 

"That  IS  not  according  to  the  canon.  Lord  Mar- 
quis," said  the  Templar,—  thou  art  more  scrupulous 
tnun  orthodox.  The  absolution  of  the  wicked  priest 
is  as  effectual  as  if  he  were  himself  a  saint— other- 
wise, God  help  the  poor  penitent !  What  wounded 
man  inquires  whether  the  surgeon  that  tents  his 
gashes  nave  clean  hands  or  noT—Come,  shall  we  to 
this  toy  ?" 

"  No,"  said  Conrade, "  I  will  rather  die  unconfessed 
than  mock  the  sacrament." 

"  Come,  noble  Marquis,"  said  the  Templar,  "rouse 
lip  your  courage,  and  speak  not  thus.  In  an  hour's 
time  thou  shall  stand  victorious  in  the  lists,  or  confess 
thee  in  thy  helmet  like  a  vaUant  knight." 

"Alas.  Grand  Master,"  answereid  Conrade,  "all 
augurs  ill  for  this  affair.  The  strange  discovery  by 
the  instinct  of  a  dog— the  revival  of  this  Scottish 
knight,  who  comes  into  the  lists  like  a  spectre— all 
betokens  evil." 

"  Pshaw,"  said  the  Templar,  "  I  have  seen  thee  bend 
thy  lance  boldly  against  him  m  sport,  and  wit.i  equal 
chance  of  success— think  thou  art  but  in  a  tourna- 
ment, and  who  bears  him  better  in  the  tilt-yard  than 
thou?— Come,  squires  and  armourers,  your  master 
must  be  accoutred  for  the  field." 

The  attendants  entered  accordingly,  and  began  to 
arm  the  Marquis. 

"  Wliat  morning  is  without?"  said  Conrade. 

"The  sun  rises  dimly,"  answered  a  squire. 
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VtMf  !,-jr^"'  ^.'.-j*^  '^  o'.  'r*«  f.%r4*«ii3  rn.ndof  :.vt3!«r- 

*  I'-  »  '.T*»*'j  -t  ff.'/.L'rrt.  "w.i^  iv«  '.n*  day  :r. 
jiir*»  5t  ^♦'**^-«  ijir#i  ovwarc  'tat  r/f  r,.*i%rt-  i«:,.cti  o^  calift 
itgryj^  fji,'*^:  f.-'Ji.  I-  wf.'vni  vi*v>fis  ani  ansrjrj^ 
iKr«e.<^  .•>'/*— ^'j'/  *•«  firri  in  my  p«iT»«<  a»  tn»r  i  vl-w? 
frx  — I  •t'/-,,':  f.*v*:  iffutht  thft  cornbat  rovseJl— 
W/yv.-J  V>  '^i'j^-  1-Vr  .S'y>t  fn?iv  utrJce  h.m  dfra<{on  '.b* 
•fiif/l — >t  w«r*  Ti' It  !^.«t  to  n.»  lAirinsri;;  ih*;  rrrtonr. 
Ryt  tyftn^  wnat  wiV  h*r  fn««4  hare  rjootb4?Toonf*^eor 
»fja«  tnyv-'i — '^ur  riu*i  hth  xun  rn-jcri  in  roijitnoa,  and 
Jtt  Tj  ;^"t  onl/f^a  my  H'lare  w.t^i  ii!«  own," 

W/j.i<j  ift*;*-:  t^•^/'^r  ♦•»  i>a»vrd  throush  hif  mind,  he 
e</'<' ''  *':^  to  aJ«Jit  m<;  Mar^i^a  in  armjig,  bat  it  was 

Tfi':  h'jOT  at  l'-'i;fth  arnv^d.  the  trompeij  wondcd, 
fh*  kf.  JC***  r^'i*^  »«">  thf:  I.»ti  ann«:d  at  all  po:n*.«, 
•■'►d  fifc'/.^nU:^  j.K*r  mill  who  were  to  do  battle  for  a 
li.fid'/torn'a  bo5K>'jr,  Th-ty  wore  their  vivira  op.  and 
fjc  ',/  nnnu'l  uui  ii«»»  three  lirne*,  »h^jrwed  ihfrmBtlve* 
iff  '*»^  ^ff^^Ht'rtn.  R/th  were  g'K>dIv  person  %  and 
t/t'<  h^id  nvble  «'r/>«mt>m8nc*a.  Bat  in^-rre  waa  an  air 
//f  rnanl/  ''//fifid'-o'.'r  on  the  brow  of  th/;  Scot— a  ra- 
dj*'»':y'>f '''/l^-.  wfi.'.h  arnoi'^itijdeven  tochc^nfulrie^ 
wf,,  «:  «  "i'/i;(h  (/H'ii?  and  *:tti*rt  had  rt'call»?d  much  of 
(>ttifh/\*zH  na'ural  tjf,rH'/»;  ih<-re  Utw^^iA  *nll  on  his 
>/f//ify  a  c?'/,-'J  iff  om'n'fiH  tU:itft*fwi':ty:ii.  Kven  hm 
tftt^A  awe'r*^!  to  'r*-*')  k***  U'/uily  and  bhth'riy  to  the 
tri'fiiM'i  wr*'t'\  iitnti  iU*-.  wM*-.  Arab  i*h.ch  was  be- 
H'/'/it;  *//  >"'  *  K*:H'i'riU ',  and  ih*:  »prunh'»prechrr 
^t'ffV  San  h'j»d  wh.i*:  h<r  oK'mtv*'*^,  that  while  the 
#;h*.I«''»:/»r  f'i'J'T  ttf'/'^ftd  th<'  luflu  iri  ihe  coarse  of  the 
m*fi  ***($*  i«  ff'/rn  f'/.m  fo  i<rft,  ihe  d':f«nder  made  the 
Mf/4^  nfftil  ■wu/^iff^tnv,  thac  is  from  left  to  n^t, 


A  tfntitiffuf^  nlinr  wfi»  efrct/^j  ju*t  f)fneath  the 

r«*'J«  f  y  tt"'*tiMp\  by  «fi<:  Uii"cn,  and  it*rHt(hi  ii  siood  the 
I'^riiiii  in  Um-  Of  *»  of  hift  ord'rr,  as  a  Carmelte  friar. 


O'O'f  'h'lf'h'iMn  *v*'r«'  «l«to  f>r'»a*fn(.  To  this  aliar 
(it^  i'tH'.Uut'/''r  uui*  tifUitit\*:r  wirre  iiuoce*«iively  broimht 
ffjtWfit'i,  rjjit'ln'.ltfi  by  »h*-ir  rewfxj/riivo  sponwors.  D«»- 
m'f'tuhn'J  ht-f'tft}  tt  tH'M  kni;/iit  avonchwi  thf;  justice 
ot  ^ii«  <"t-iM;  by  a  aob^rnn  oath  on  the  Evan(?^ii«its,  and 
prh/*i4  (hat  niv  ku(:<;<:ms  mip^ht  be  accord  in  if  lo  the 
tru'h  Of  f«liM:'i'iof]  of  what  he  then  swore.  Thejr  also 
mttde  oath,  that  they  catne  to  do  battle  in  knightly 
Ciiise  arid  with  the  u^ual  weapons,  disclaiming  the 
UM  of  spells,  channs,  or  ma^cai  devices,  to  incline 
vi<.'tory  ttt  their  side.  The  challenger  pronounced  his 
vow  With  a  firm  and  manly  voice,  and  a  bold  and 
eheerful  countenance.  When  the  ceremony  was 
finiahcd,  the  Scottish  knight  looked  at  the  «ratler>% 
and  bent  his  head  to  the  earth,  as  if  in  honour  of 
those  invisible  beauties  which  were  enclosed  within ; 
then,  loaded  with  armour  as  he  waa,  sprung  to  the 
•addle  without  the  use  of  the  stirrup,  and  made  his 
eourser  carry  him  in  a  succession  of  caracoles  to  his 
•tation  at  the  eastern  e.xiremitv  of  the  lists.  Conrade 
•lao  preaentad  himself  before  the  altar  with  boldness 
anoogh ;  but  hia  voice,  aa  he  took  the  oath,  sounded 
Dollow,  aa  if  drowned  in  hia  helmet.  The  lips  with 
which  he  appealed  to  Heaven  to  adjudge  victorjr  to 
tfie  juat  quarrel,  grew  white,  as  they  uttered  the  im- 
pious mockery.  As  be  turned  to  remount  his  horse, 
fhe  Cfrrand  Master  approached  him  closer,  as  if  to  rec- 
tify something  about  the  sitting  of  his  gorget,  and 
whispered,—  Coward  and  fool!— recall  thy  senses, 
and  do  me  this  battle  bravely,  else,  by  Heaven, 
•bouldat  thou  eacape  him,  thou  escapest  not  mtT 

The  savage  tone  in  which  this  was  whispered,  per- 
haps completed  the  confusion  of  the  Marquia's  nervea, 
IW  Im  Mttmbled  aa  he  made  to  horae :  and  though  he 
ftM/zitjHi  his  feet,  spnmg  to  the  saddle  with  his  usual 

ty  >iy  and  di«play;ed  his  address  io  horsemanahip  aa 
V  <*»r  j'a«J  hta  position  opposite  to  the  challenger' a,  yet 
ai««.<  *  *drrfiidul  noi*scape  those  who  wereon  the  watch 
§w  Qnv  H4,  whtch  might  predict  (be  fate  o(  the  day. 


afics-  a  nkma  fnfvtv  that  Gorf 
Kvryv  lae  jyCLdvi  Tuarrci..  departed  Dnooi  tbe 
TW  trampe^i  <A  :&e  csi.rfrsper  ".hea  rang  a 
a?>i  a  !irrajS-a*-»r?n»  ^rt-r  tiraerf  at  me 
of  the  '.  *t«. — ~  H«*  ftin^  a  eood  koi^t.  Sw 
nein  oi  ^xA'atA.  cr.aisC'-oo  fof  ibe  rora;  Km^ 
•":  of  £0'i.£jkr»i  Wia  *:s:rjjK>*s,  Coorade.  Mafq: 
M'.r.*<«*vral.  oiifx^  xrtxarm  aad  diaboaoari 

W&ec  '.be  woris  Kesne^fa  of  Seotland 
:he  nanrie  an*:  '.'lararier  of  tiic  cuampwn.  q- 
MTi'^ofe  (penersKV  fefwwTU  a  W>ud  ^rti  cbeeiftJ 
burr  fnyn  *n«  tj  towiis^ciKmg  R.-cftard.  aoc 
iv>fwi:n*tanc  az  r^pe^iod  comjnaiMls  of  saj 
ftrert  il»e  rt?  iv  of  tt^  c*:fendani  lo  be  b«anl. 
ci>j'T«*5.  ikToi.-  *re1  ni<?  ".roo^noe.  and  offered 
for  ba'*le-    Tn*  «««:  j^rea  of  me  combaraata  now 
pro9caeil,  an:]  dr.ivfr^  to  eacn  bis  shietd  anc 
a^<r.»  .n^  to  baas  ice  for*DtT  around  tiis  Deck,  t^ms 
two  han<*5  ro:2T,t  r»"na:n  free,  one  for  the 
m«^nt  of  ^*»e  bnc>.  liseorher  fo  direct  ih*-  lai 

Tn^  Fhi'dd  of  tiMr  Seoi  displayed  hia  oid 
the  Itof/fiTC.  but  w::n  the  aciiiion  of  a  ocular 
broken  chain,  in  aI'^*:on  to  hi«  late  capfivity, 
?h  eld  of  the  Marqajs  bore  in  reference  to  ta  t.-tk 
f^errated  and  rocky  mountajn.  Rach  shook  D3  ' 
aiofi,  as  if  to  asoertam  the  weigtit  and  toughi 
the  unwieldy  weaimn,  and  then  laid  it  in  tiie 
The  fiponfKjrs.  herald.*,  and  acoim.  now  retired  to  tbe 
barriers  and  the  comHatanis  sat  oppoaite  to  each 
other,  face  to  face,  with  couched  lance  and  Homed 
visor,  the  human  form  so  completer  eodoaed,  ihmt 
fhey  looked  more  like  statues  of  molten  iron,  ihaa 
beings  &[  flesh  and  blood.  The  silence  of  anspeoae 
was  now  general— men  breaibed  thicker,  and  tfaesr 
very  souls  aeemed  seated  in  their  eyea,  wfaile  not  a 
sound  was  to  be  heard,  save  the  snorting  rod 
of  the  good  steeds,  who,  8ens:ble  of  what  wa 
to  happen,  were  impatient  to  dash  into  career 
stood  thus  for  pernaps  three  minutea,  when,  at  a 
nal  given  br  the  Soldan,  a  hundred  matmmenta 
the  air  with  their  brazen  clamours,  and  each 
pion  striking  his  horse  with  the  spora,  and  _ 

the  rein,  the  horses  started  into  full  gallop,  and  ibe 
knights  met  in  mid  space  with  a  abock  like  a  thmfr- 
derbolt.  The  victory  was  not  in  donbt— noi  not  one 
moment  Conrade,  indeed,  showed  himself  a  prae- 
t  «u.d  warrior;  for  he  struck  his  antagonist  knigihtlj  in 
the  midst  of  his  shield,  bearing  hts  lance  ao  strait 
and  true,  that  it  shivered  into  splinters  from  the  ateel 
snear-head  up  to  the  very  gauntlet.  The  horae  of  Sir 
Kenneth  recoiled  two  or  three  yards  and  fidl  on  hia 
haunches,  but  the  rider  easily  raised  him  with  hia 
hand  and  rein.  But  for  Conrade,  there  waa  no  reoo* 
ver>'.  Sir  Kenneth*s  lance  had  pierced  throngh  tike 
shield,  through  a  plated  corslet  of  Milan  steel,  throosh 
a  geeret^  or  coat  of  linked  mail,  worn  beneath  toe 
corslet,  had  wounded  him  deep  in  the  boaom,  and 
borne  nim  from  his  saddle,  leaving  the  tnmcheoo  of 
the  lance  fixed  in  his  wound.  The  sponaora,  henkbi 
and  Saladin  himself,  descending  nom  hia  thnmc; 
crowded  around  the  wounded  man ;  while  Sir  Keo- 
neth,  who  had  drawn  his  sword  ere  yet  hediaeovged 
his  antagonist  was  totally  helpless,  now  commanded 
him  to  avow  his  guilt.  The  helmet  waa  haecily  an* 
closed,  and  the  wounded  man,  gazing  wildhr  on  the 
skies,  replied,—"  What  would  you  more !— Cfod  hath 
decided  lustly— I  am  guilty— but  there  are  woraa  trai- 
tors in  the  camp  than  I.— In  pity  to  my  aool,  let  ne 
have  a  confessor  f* 

He  revived  as  he  uttered  these  words. 

"The  talisman— the  powerful  remedy,  rosral  bro- 
ther!" said  KmgRichaixl  to  Saladin. 

'*The  traitor,^  answered  the  Soldan.  "iamonfit 
to  be  dragged  from  the  lists  to  tbe  gallowa  by  the 
heels,  than  to  profit  by  tta  virtnesj— and  aome  such 
fate  18  in  hia  look,"  he  added,  alter  gazing  fixodlr 
upon  the  woimdea  man:  *'for,  though  hia  wouiM 
may  be  cured,  yet  Azrael  a  aeal  ia  on  the  wretch's 

"  Nevertheleaa,"  aakl  Richard,  "I  nray  too  do  lor 
him  what  you  may,  that  he  may  at  leaai  have  time 
for  confession— Slay  not  aool  and  body!  To  him 
one  half  hour  of  time  may  be  worth  inore^  by  ten 
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thooMMl  fold,  than  the  lift  of  the  oldest  patri- 
iich." 

"My  royal  brother's  wish  shall  be  obeyed,"  said 
Saladm. — **  Slaves,  bear  this  ^vounded  man  to  our 
tani." 

"Do  not  so,  said  the  Templar  who  had  hitherto 
stood  gloomily  looking  on  in  silence.—"  The  roy^ 
Duke  of  Aostria  and  myself  will  not  permit  this  un- 
happy Christian  Prince  to  be  delivered  over  to  the 
SanoenSj  that  they  mav  try  their  spells  upon  him. 
We  are  hia  sponsors,  and  demand  that  he  be  assigned 


>f 


10  oor  care. 

"That  isi  you  refiise  the  certain  means  ofosd  to 
reoorer  him  T*  said  Richard. 

*"  Not  so,"  said  the  Grand  Master,  recollecting  him- 
self.—" If  the  Soldan  uaeth  lawful  medicines,  he  may 
attend  the  patient  in  my  tent" 

**  Do,  so,  I  pray  thee,  good  brother,"  said  Richard 
to  Saladin,  "  though  the  permission  be  ungraciously 
yielded. — Bat  now  to  a  more  glorious  work.— Sound, 
tnimpets — shout,  England— in  honour  of  England's 
champion  I" 

Drum,  clarion,  trumpet,  and  cvmbal,  rung  forth  at 
once,  and  the  deep  and  regular  snout  which  for  aoes 
has  been  the  Eng^sh  acclamation,  sounded  amidst 
dw  shrill  and  irregular  yells  of  the  Arabs,  like  the  dia- 
pason of  the  organ  amid  the  howling  of  a  storm. 
There  was  silence  at  length. 

**  Brave  Knight  of  the  Leopard."  resumed  Coeur 
da  Lion,  "thou  hast  shown  that  the  Ethiopian  fliav 
change  his  skin^  and  the  leopard  his  spots,  thougn 
derks  <iuote  ScnpUue  for  the  impossibUity.  Vet  I 
UTe  more  to  say  to  you  when  I  have  conducted  you 
to  the  presence  of  the  ladies,  the  best  judges,  and  best 
Rwaiders^  of  deeds  of  chivalry." 
Th^  Knight  of  the  Leopard  bowed  assent. 
*V\nd  thou,  princely  Saladin,  wilt  also  attend 
than.  I  promise  thee  our  Queen  will  not  think  her- 
self welcome,  if  she  lacks  the  opportunity  to  thank 
her  royal  host  for  her  most  princely  reception." 

Saladin  bent  his  head  gracefully,  but  declined  the 
iavitation." 

"*!  must  attend  the  wounded  man,"  he  said.  "The 
leech  leaves  not  his  patient  more  than  the  champion 
the  lists,  even  if  he  be  summoned  to  a  bower  like 
ihoee  of  Paradise.  And  farther,  royal  Richazd,  know 
that  the  blood  of  the  East  flows  not  so  temperately 
in  the  presence  of  beauty,  as  that  of  your  land.  What 
saith  the  Book  itself  7  'Her  eye  is  ss  the  ed^e  of  the 
swoni  of  the  Prophet,  who  shall  look  upon  it  V  He 
that  would  not  be  burnt  avoideth  to  tread  on  hot 
embers— wise  men  spread  not  the  flax  before  a  bicker- 
iog  torch— He,  saith  the  sage,  who  hath  jfiDrfeited  a 
trsasare,  doth  not  wisely  to  turn  bsck  his  head  to 
Rase  at  it" 

Richard,  it  may  be  believed,  req)ected  the  motives 
of  delicacy  which  flowed  from  manners  so  diflerent 
from  his  own.  and  urged  his  request  no  fiirther. 

"At  noon,"  sai^  the  Soklan,  as  he  departed,  ,"I 
tnist  ye  will  all  accept  a  collation  under  the  black 
camel-skin  tent  of  a  chief  of  Curdistan." 

The  same  invitation  was  curctdated  among  the 
Chnstians,  comprehending  aU  those  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  be  admitted  to  ait  at  a  feast  made  for 
pnnce& 

"Hatk!"  said  Richard,  "the  timbrels  aimounce 
that  oor  Qneen  and  her  attendants  sre  leaving  their 
gallery— and  aee.  the  turbans  sink  on  the  eround,  as 
H  struck  down  by  a  destroying  angel.  All  lie  pros- 
tnte,  as  if  the  glance  of  an  Arab's  eye  could  sully 
the  lustre  of  a  lady's  cheek !  Come,  we  will  to  the 
gvilion,  end  lead  our  conqueror  thither  in  triumph.— 
How  I  pity  that  noble  Soldan,  who  knows  but  of 
m  as  it  is  known  to  those  of  inferior  nature  1" 

Bjondel  tuned  his  harp  to  ita  boldest  measure,  to 
welcome  the  introduction  of  the  victor  into  the  pa- 
vilion of  Qneen  Berengaria.  He  entered,  supported 
on  ather  side  by  his  sponsors,  Richard  and  Thomas 
^Rsword,  and  knelt  gracefully  down  before  the 
Hooen,  though  more  than  half  the  homage  was 
u&^  rendered  to  Edith,  who  sat  on  her  right  hand. 
J  rS"*'™  ^ii°«  my  mistresses,"  ssui  the  Ejn^,  whose 
t  was  in  the  execution  of  such  chivalrous 
"Lst  Beauty  honour  Chivalry!  Undo  his 


apurs,  Berengaria ;  Qneen  though  thou  b^  thou  owest 
him  what  marks  of  favour  thou  canst  give.— Unlace 
his  helmet,  Edith— by  this  hand  thou  shsit,  wert  thou 
the  proudest  Plantagenet  of  the  line,  and  he  the 
poorest  knight  oh  earth  !" 
Both  ladies  obeyed  the  royal  commands, -Beren- 

faria  virith  bustling  assiduity,  as  anxious  to  gratify 
er  husband's  humour,  and  Edith   blushing  snd 
Sowing  pale  alternately,  as  slowly  and:  awkwardly 
e  undid,  with  Longsword's  assistance,  the  fasten- 
ings, which  secured  the  helmet  to  the  gorget. 

^^And  what  expect  you  from  beneath  this  iron 
shell  7"  said  Richard,  as  the  removal  of  the  casque 

fave  to  view  the  noble  countenance  of  Sir  Kenneth, 
is  face  glowing  with  recent  exertion,  and  not  less  so 
with  present  emotion,  "  What  think  ye  of  him,  gal- 
lants and  beauties  7"  said  Richard.  "Both  he  resem- 
ble sn  Ethiopian  slave,  or  doth  he  present  the  face  of 
an  obscure  and  namelesa  adventurer'?    No,  by  my 

Stod  sword !— Here  terminate  his  various  disguises. 
e  hath  knelt  down  before  you  unknown  save  oy  his 
worth— he  arises,  equally  distinguished  by  birth  and 
by  fortune.  The  adventurous  knight,  Kenneth,  arises 
David,  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  Prince  Royal  of  Scot- 
land !'^ 

There  was  a  general  exclamation  of  surpriscL  and 
Edith  dropped  from  her  hand  the  helmet,  which  she 
had  Just  received. 

"Yes,  my  masters,"  said  the  King,  "it  is  even  so. 
Ye  know  how  Scotland  deceived  us  when  she  pro- 
posed to  send  this  vsliant  Earl,  with  a  bold  company 
of  her  best  and  noblest,  to  aid  our  arms  in  this  con- 
quest of  Palestine,  but  failed  to  comply  with  her  en- 
gagements. This  noble  youth,  under  wnom  the  Scot- 
tish Crussders  were  to  liavc  been  arrayed,  thought 
foul  scorn  that  his  arm  should  be  withheld  from  the 
holy  warfare,  and  joined  us  at  Sicily  with  a  small 
tram  of  devoted  and  faithful  attendants,  which  was 
augmented  by  many  of  his  countrymen  to  whom  the 
rank  of  their  leader  was  unknown.  The  confidants 
of  the  Royal  Prince  had  all ,  save  one  old  follower, 
fallen  by  death,  when  his  secret,  but  too  well  kept, 
had  nearly  occasioned  my  cutting  ofij  in  a  Scottish 
sdventurer,  one  of  the  noblest  hopes  of  Europe.— 
Why  did  you  not  mention  your  rank,  noble  Hunting- 
don, when  endaujgered  by  my  hasty  and  passionate 
aentence?— Was  it  that  you  thought  Richard  capable 
of  abusing  the  advantsge  I  possessed  ovor  the  heir 
of  s  King  whom  I  have  so  often  found  hostile')" 

"  I  did  yon  not  that  i^njustice,  «oya!  Richard,"  an- 
swered the  Earl  of  Huntingdon :  **  ^ut  my  pride  brook- 
ed not  that  I  should  avow  mysdf  Pilnce  of  Scotland 
in  Older  to  save  my  life,  endangered  for  default  of  loy- 
alty. And,  moreover,  I  had  made  my  vow  to  pre- 
serve my  rank  unknown  till  the  Crusade  should  be 
accomplished ;  nor  did  I  mention  it  ssve  in  arHeulo 
tnortist  and  under  the  seal  of  confession,  to  yonder 
reverend  hermit" 

"It  wss  the  knowledge  of  thst  secret,  then,  which 
made  the  good  man  so  uiy^ent  with  me  to  recsll  my 
severe  sentepce  7"  said  Richard.  "  Well  did  he  say, 
that  had  this  good  knight  faUen  by  my  mandate,  1 
ahould  have  wished  the  deed  undone  ihouigh  it  had  cost 
me  8  limb— A  limb  I— I  should  have  wished  it  undone 
had  it  cost  me  my  life— since  the  world  would  have 
ssid  that  Richard  had  abused  the  condition  in  which 
the  heir  of  ScoUand  had  placed  himself^  by  his.  con- 
fidence in  his  generosity." 

"  Yet,  may  we  know  of  your  Grace  by  what  strangs 
and  happy  chance  this  nddle  was  at  length  read  7' 
aaid  the  Queen  Berengaria. 

"Letters  were  brought  to  us  from  England,"  said 
the  King,  "in  which  we  learnt,  among  other  un- 
pleaaant  news,  that  the  King  of  Scotland  had  seised 
upon  three  of  our  nobles,  when  on  a  nlgrimage  u> 
Saint  Ninian,  and  alleged  as^  cause,  that  his  heir, 
being  supposed  to  be  fighting  m  the  rsoks  of  the  Teu- 
tonic Knights,  against  the  heathen  of  Bonisas,  was, 
in  fact,  in  our  camp,  and  in  bur  power:  and,  there- 
fore, William  proposed  to  hold  these  nobles  as  host 
sges  for  his  safely.  This  gave  me  the  first  light  on 
the  real  rank  of  the  Knight  of  the  Leopard,  and  my 
suspicions  were  confirmed  by  De  Yaux,  who.  on  his 
return  from  Ascalon,  brought  back  with  him  tneEsri 
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of  Huntingdon's  lole  fttteodint,  a  thick-akolled  slave, 
who  had  gone  thirty  miles  to  unfold  to  De  Vaux  a 
secret  he  should  have  told  to  me." 

"Old  Strauchan  muse  be  excused,"  said  the  Lord 
of  OUsland.  "  He  knew  firom  experience  that  my 
heart  is  somewhat  softer  than  if  I  wrote  myself  Plan- 
taceoet." 

"  Thy  heart  soft?  thou  commodity  of  old  iron — and 
Cumberland  flint,  that  thou  art !"  exclaimed  the  King. 
— **  It  is  we  Piantagenets  who  boast  soft  and  feeling 
hearts,  Edith,*'  turning  to  his  cousin,  with  an  expres- 
■on  which  called  the  blood  into  her  cheek—"  Give 
me  thy  hand,  my  fair  cousin,  and.  Prince  of  Scotland, 
thine." 

"Forbear,  my  lord,"  said  Edith,  hanging  back,  and 
endeavouring  to  hide  her  confusion,  under  an  attempt 
to  rally  her  royal  kinsman's  credulity.  "  Remember 
you  not  that  my  hand  was  to  be  the  signal  of  con- 
verting to  the  Christian  fsith  the  Saracen  and  Arab, 
Saladm  and  all  his  turbaned  host  7" 

"Ay,  but  the  wind  of  prophecy  hath  chopped  about, 
■nd  sits  now  in  another  comer."  replied  Richaid. 

"  Mock  not,  lest  your  bonds  be  made  stroo&"  said 
the  Hermit,  stepping  forward.  "The  heavenly  host 
write  nothing  but  iruih  in  their  brilliant  records— it  is 
man's  eyes  which  are  too  weak  to  read  their  charac- 
ters aright.  Know,  that  when  Saladin  and  Kenneth 
of  Scotland  sla>t  in  my  grotto,  I  read  in  the  stars  that 
there  rested  under  my  roof  a  prince,  the  natural  foe  of 
RichanL  with  whom  the  fate  of  Edith  Plantagenet 
was  to  be  united.  Could  I  doubt  that  this  must  be 
the  Soldan,  whose  rank  was  well  known  to  me^  as  he 
often  visited  my  cell  to  converse  on  the  revoluuons  of 
the  heavenly  bodies?— Again,  the  lights  of  the  firma- 
ment proclaimed  that  this  Prince,  the  husband  of 
Edith  Plantaffenet,  should  be  a  Christian ;  and  I,— 
weak  and  wild  interpreter  !— argued  thence  the  con- 
versioo  of  the  noble  Saladin,  whose  good  qualities 
teemed  often  to  incline  him  towards  the  better  faith. 
The  sense  of  my  weakness  hath  humbled  me  to  the 
drst,  but  in  the  dust  I  have  found  comfort !  I  have 
not  lead  aright  the  fateof  others— who  can  assure  me 
but  that  I  may  have  miscalculated  mine  own  ?  Grod 
will  not  have  us  break  into  his  council-housSi  or  spy 
out  his  hidden  mvsterics.  We  must  wait  his  time 
with  wa'ching  and  prayer— with  fear  and  with  hope. 
I  came  hither  the  stem  seer— the  proud  prophet— 
skilled,  as  I  thought,  to  instract  princes,  and  gifted 
tven  with  supernatural  powers,  but  burdened  with  a 
weight  which  I  deemed  no  shoulders  but  mine  could 
have  home.  But  my  bands  have  been  boken  I  I  go 
hence  humble  in  mine  ignorance,  penitent— and  not 
hopeless." 

with  these  woids  he  withdrew  from  the  assembly ; 
and  it  is  recorded,  that,  from  that  period,  bis  frenzy 
fits  seldom  occurred,  and  his  penances  were  of  a 
roiMer  character,  and  accompanied  with  better  hopes 
of  the  future.  So  much  is  there  of  self-opinion,  even 
m  iosanitv,  that  the  conviction  of  his  having  enter- 
tamed  and  expressed  an  unfounded  prediction  with  so 
much  vehemence,  seemed  to  operate  like  loss  o(  blood 
on  the  human  frame,  to  modify  and  lower  the  fiever 
of  the  brain. 

It  is  needless  to  follow  into  farther  particulan  the 
oonferenoes  at  the  royal  tent  or  to  inquire  whether 
David,  Eari  of  Huntingdon,  was  as  mute  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Edith  Plantagenet,  as  when  he  was  bound  to 
act  under  the  character  of  an  obscure  and  nameless 
adventurer.  It  may  be  well  behoved  that  he  there 
expressed,  with  suitable  earnestness,  the  passion  to 
which  he  had  so  often  before  found  it  difficult  to  give 
words. 

Th0  hoar  of  noon  now  approached,  and  Saladin 
waited  to  receive  the  Princes  of  Christendom  in  a 
teot,  which,  but  for  its  large  sixe,  differed  little  from 
that  of  the  ordinary  shelter  of  the  common  Cuidman, 
or  Arab ;  yet.  beneath  its  amole  and  sable  covering, 
was  prepared  a  banquet  after  the  most  gorgeous  fash- 
umof  the  East  extended  upon  carpets  of  the  richest 
Btofis,  with  cushions  laid  for  the  guests.  But  we  can- 
not atop  to  describe  the  cloth  of  gold  and  silver— the 
nperb  embroidery  in  Arabesque— the  shawls  of  Caach- 
mare— and  the  mnsltns  of  India,  which  were  here  on- 
folded  m  all  their  aplendoor;  far  lew  to  tell  the  difier- 


ent  sweetmeats,  ra^outa  edged  with  rice,  eolouied  in 
various  manners,  with  all  the  other  niceties  of  East- 
era  cookery.  Lambs  roasted  whole,  and  gaoae  and 
poultry  dressed  in  pilsus,  wereiiiled  in  vessels  of  goU, 
and  silver,  and  porcelain,  and  intermixed  with  laM 
mazera  of  shertiet,  cooled  in  snow  and  ice  from  the 
caverns  of  Mount  LebanoiL  A  magnificent  pile  ol 
cushions  at  the  head  of  the  banquet,  seemed  prepared 
for  the  master  of  the  feast,  and  such  dignitaries  as  he 
might  call  to  share  that  place  of  distinction,  whiles 
from  the  roof  of  the  tent  in  all  quartera,  but  over  thts 
seat  of  eminence  in  particular,  waved  many  a  bannei 
and  pennon,  the  trophies  of  battles  won,  and  kinc> 
doms  overthrown.  But  amongst  and  above  tbem  aiu, 
a  long  lance  displayed  a  shroud,  the  banner  of  Death, 
with  this  impressive  inscription—"  SALAOizf,  Knra  or 
Kings— Saladin,  YictobofVictobs— Saladikmitbt 
DIE."  Amid  these  preparations,  the  slaves  who  had 
arranged  the  refreshments  stood  with  drooped  beads 
and  folded  arms,  route  and  motionleas  as  moira- 
mental  sutuary,  or  as  automata,  which  waited  the 
touch  of  the  arnst  to  put  them  in  motion. 

Expecting  the  approach  of  his  princely  guests,  the 
Soldan,  imbued,  as  most  were,  with  the  snperstitioiis 
of  his  time,  paused  over  a  horoscope  and  conenond- 
ing  scroll,  which  had  been  sent  to  him  by  the  Hermit 
of  Engaddi  when  he  departed  from  the  camp. 

"  Strange  end  mystenous  science,"  he  muttered  to 
himself  *^  which,  pretending  to  draw  the  curtain  of 
futority,  misleads  those  whom  it  seems  to  guide,  and 
darkens  the  scene  which  it  pretends  to  illominata ! 
Who  would  not  have  said  tiiat  I  was  that  enemy 
most  dangerous  to  RichanL  whose  enmity  was  to  be 
ended  by  marriage  with  his  kinswoman  1  Yet  it  now 
appears  that  a  union  betwixt  this  gallant  Earl  and 
the  lady  will  bring  about  friendabip  betwixt  Richard 
and  Scotland,  an  enemy  more  dangerous  than  I.  as  a 
wild-cat  in  a  chamber  is  more  to  oe  dreaded  than  a 
lion  in  a  distant  desert.— But  then,"  he  continned  to 
mutter  to  himself,  "the  combination  intimates,  that 
this  husband  was  to  be  Christian.— Christian?"  he 
repeated,  after  a  pause,—"  That  gave  the  insane  &- 
natic  star-gazer  hopes  that  I  might  renounce  roy  fruth  I 
but  me,  the  faithful  follower  of  our  Prophet— roe  it 
shotdd  have  undeceived.— Lie  there,  mystenous  scron,** 
he  added,  ihrustinx  it  under  the  pile  of  cttshions; 
"strange  are  thy  bodementa  and  fatal,  sinoe^  evao 
when  true  in  themselves,  they  work  upon  those  who 
attempt  to  decipher  their  meaning,  all  the  effects  ol 
fiilsehood.— How  now !  whst  means  this  intrusion  T* 

He  spoke  to  the  dwarf  Nectabanus.  who  ruabed 
into  the  tent  fisarfully  agitated,  with  each  strange  aod 
disproportioned  festure  wrenched  by  horror  into  stiD 
more  extravagant  ugliness,- his  mouth  open,  his  eyes 
Btsring,  his  hands,  with  their  shrivelied  and  aefofmod 
fingers,  wildly  expanded. 

*^What  now  7"  said  the  SoMan,  sternly. 

"  Aceipe  hoe  f*  groaned  out  the  dwail 

"  Ha !  sayst  thou  T  answered  Saladin. 

"  Aceipe  hoc  r  replied  the  panic-stnick  creators,  m- 
conscious,  perhaps,  that  he  repeated  the  aame  words 
as  before. 

"Hence,  I  am  in  no  vein  for  foolery,"  aaid  the 
Emperor. 

"  Nor  am  I  further  fool,"  said  the  dwarf;  "  than  to 
make  my  folly  help  out  my  wits  to  eora  my  bread 
poor  helpless  wretch  J— Hear,  hear  ma,great  Soldan  T 

"  Nay,  if  thou  hast  actual  wrong  to  complain  oC" 
aaid  Saladin,  "  fool  or  wiae,  thou  art  entitled  lo  the 
ear  of  a  King.— Retire  hither  with  me,"  and  he  led 
him  into  the  inner  tent.     ^ 

Whatever  their  conference  related  to,  it  was  aooo 
broken  off  by  the  fanfare  of  the  trumpetai  annoimcinf 
the  arrival  of  the  various  Christian  pnnoeo,  whom 
Saladin  welcomed  to  his  tent  with  a  nytX  ooortesy 
well  becoming  their  rank  and  liis  own ;  but  chiefly, 
he  saluted  the  yqung  Eari  of  Huntingdon,  and  gnoe- 
rously  congratulated  him  upon  prospects,  which 
seemed  to  hsve  interfered  with  snd  overclouded  tboM 
which  he  hsd  himself  entertained. 

"  But  think  not,"  sakl  the  Soldan,  "  thoa  noble 
youth,  that  the  Prince  of  Scotland  is  more  welcome 
to  Saladin,  than  was  Kenneth  to  the  solitary  IJderim 
when  they  met  in  the  desert,  or  thodistnassd 
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to  the  Hakim  Adonbec.  A  brave  and  generous  dia- 
pofition  like  thine  hath  a  value  independent  of  con- 
diiion  and  birth,  as  the  oooi  draught,  which  I  here 
wotkr  the&  is  as  delicioiia  from  an  earthen  vessel  as 
from  a  anbiet  of  gold." 

The  Earl  of  Huntingdon  made  a  suitable  reply, 
^tefollv  acknowledging  the  various  important  ser- 
vices he  nad  received  Trom  the  generous  Soldan ;  but 
when  he  had  pledged  Salad;n  in  the  howl  of  ah^bet, 
which  the  Soldan  h&d  proffered  to  him,  he  could  not 
help  remarking  with  a  smile,  "  The  brave  cavalier, 
flderim,  knew  not  of  the  formation  of  ice,  but 
the   munificent    Soldan   cools    his   sherbet    with 


*' Wouldst  thou  have  an  Arab  or  a  Curdman  as  wise 
as  a  Hakim  1"  aaid  the  Soldan.  **  He  who  does  on 
a  diagnise  must  make  the  sentiments  of  his  heart  and 
the  le«ming  of  his  head  accord  with  the  dress  which 
he  assuraes.  I  desired  to  see  how  a  brave  and  single- 
lieuted  cavalier  of  Frangistan  would  conduct  himself 
in  debate  with  such  a  cmef  as  I  then  seemed ;  and  I 
qoeetioiied  the  truth  of  a  well-known  £ict,  to  know 
oj  what  arguments  thou  wouldst  support  thy  asser- 
tion." 

While  they  were  speaking,  the  Archduke  of  Austria, 
who  stood  a  little  apart,  was  strock  with  the  mention 
of  iced  sherbet,  and  took  vrith  pleasure  and  some 
blimtneea  the  deep  goblet,  as  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon 
was  about  to  replace  it. 

"Most  delicious!"  be  exclaimed,  after  a  deep 
draught,  which  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the  fever- 
iihnas  following  the  debauch  of  the  preceding  day, 
bad  rendered  doubly  acceptable.  He  sighed  as  he 
banded  the  cup  to  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Templars. 
Saladin  made  a  sign  to  thedwarf^  who  advanced  and 
pronounced,  with  a  harsh  voice,  the  words,  Accipe 
kocl  The  Templar  started,  like  a  steed  who  sees  a 
lion  under  a  bush  beside  the  pathway ;  yet  instantly 
recovered,  and  to  hide,  perfaap^  his  contusion,  raised 
the  goblet  to  his  lips— but  those  lips  never,touched  that 
goblet' a  rim.  The  sabre  of  Saladin  left  its  sheath  as 
queening  leaves  the  cloud.  It  was  waved  in  the  air, 
—and  the  head  of  the  Qrend  Master  rolled  to  the  ex- 
tremitT  of  the  tent,  while  the  trunk  remained  for  a 
seoooa  standing,  with  the  goblet  still  clenched  in  its 
grasp,  then  fell,  the  liquor  mingling  with  the  blood 
that  spurted  from  the  veins.* 

Tliere  was  a  general  exclamation  of  treason,  and 
Austria,  nearest  to  whom  Saladin  stood  with  the 
bloodv  sabre  in  his  hand,  started  back  as  if  apprahen- 
nre  that  his  turn  was  to  come  next.  Richard  and 
others  laid  hands  on  their  swords. 

**Fear  nothing,  noble  Austria,"  said  Saladin,  as 
composedly  ss  if  nothing  had  happened,  "  nor  you, 
royal  England,  be  wroth  at  what  you  have  seen.  Not 
for  his  maniiold  treasons;— nor  for  the  attempt 
which,  as  may  be  vouched  by  his  own  squire,  he  in- 
stigated against  King  Richard's  life;— not  that  he 
nursued  the  Prince  of  Scotland  and  myself  in  the 
desert,  reducing  us  to  save  our  Jives  by  the  speed  of 
our  horses ;— not  that  he  had  stirred  up  the  Maronites 
to  attadi  us  upon  this  very  occasion,  had  I  not  brought 
ap  unexpectedly  so  many  Arabs  as  rendered  the 
Bcheme  abortive;— not  for  any  or  all  of  these  crimes 
does  he  now  lie  there,  although  each  were  deserving 
such  a  doom;— but  because,  scarce  half  an  hour  ere 
he  polluted  our  presence,  aa  the  simoom  empoisons 
the  atmosphere,  he  ooniarded  his  comrade  and  ac- 
eomplice,  Conrade  or  Montserrat,  lest  he  should  con- 

*  The  fimnner  of  the  death  of  the  nippoMd  Grand  Master  of 
Ohe  IVmplara,  waa  taken  from  the  real  tracedr  enacted  bj  Baia- 
dia,  upon  Uie  peraon  of  Arnold  or  Rerinald  de  Chatilloo.  Thia 
piiaoo,  a  aoloier  of  fortune,  bad  leized  a  castle  on  the  verge  of 
dM  deaart,  from  wbeooe  he  nuule  plunderinf  exeursiom,  and 
ianltad  and  abused  the  piicrioM  who  wrere  on  their  jonmer  to 
Meeo.  It  was  chiefly  on  nis  account  that  SUadin  declared 
war  afetnst  Oar  de  Laaignan,  the  last  Latin  Kinc  of  the  Holy 
Land.  Tlie  Christian  monarch  was  defeated  bj  saladin  with 
aw  los«  of  80,000  men,  and  havinv  been  made  prisoner,  with 
Cluitilloa  and  others,  was  conducted  before  the  Soldan,  The 
Helor  presented  to  his  exhanstsd  captive  a  cup  of  sherbet, 
eooMinsBow.  Lasifnan  havina  drank,  was  about  to  hand 
lbs  eap  to  Chatilloo,  when  the  Soldan  interibred.  "  Your  ner- 
ioo  "  he  aaid,  **  mr  roral  prisoner,  is  saersd,  Init  the  cup  of  Sa* 
ladiD  omst  not  bo  prorined  by  a  blasphemoos  robber  and 
raflte."    0o  MVi^'  ^  *l'^  ^^  captive  knight  by  a  blow  of 
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fees  the  infamous  plota  in  which  they  had  both  been 
engaged." 

How!, Conrade  murdered?— And  by  the  Ghund 
Master,  his  sponsor  and  most  intimate  friend  1"  ex- 
claimed Richard.  "  Noble  Soldan,  1  would  not  doubt 
thee— yet  this  must  be  proved— otherwise" 

"There  stands  the  evidence,"  said  Saladin.  pomt- 
ing  to  the  terrified  dwarf.  "  Alia,  who  sends  the  fire- 
Ay^  to  illuminate  the  night  season,  era  discover  secret 
crimes  by  the  most  contemptible  means." 

The  l^ldan  proceeded  to  tell  the  dwarfs  sloryf 
which  amounted  to  this.— lu  his  foolish  curiosity,  or, 
as  he  partly  confeased,  with  some  thoughts  of  piusr- 
mg,  Nectabanus  had  strayed  into  the  tent  of  ConradsL 
which  had  been  deserted  by  his  attendants,  some  of 
whom  had  left  the  encampment  to  carry  the  news  of 
his  defeat  to  his  brother,  and  othen  were  availing 
Ibemselves  of  the  means  which  Saladin  Iiad  supplied 
for  revelling.  The  wounded  man  slept  tmder  the  in* 
fluence  of  Saladin's  wonderful  taUsman,  so  that  the 
dwarf  had  opportunity  to  pry  about  at  pleBsure,  until 
he  was  frightened  into  concealment  by  the  sound  of 
a  heavy  step^  he  skulked  behind  a  curtain,  yet  could 
aee  the  motions,  and  hear  the  worda,  of  the  Grand 
Master,  who  entered,  and  carefully  secured  thecover- 
ing  of  the  pavilion  behind  him.  His  victim  started 
from  sleep,  and  it  would  appear  that  he  instantly  buik 
pected  the  purpose  of  his  old  associate,  for  it  wss  in  a 
tone  of  alarm  that  he  demanded  wherefore  he  dia> 
mrbed  himi 

"  I  come  to  confess  and  to  absolve  thee,"  answered 
the  Grand  Master. 

Of  th-iir  further  speech  the  terrified  dwarf  remem- 
bered little,  save  that  Ck>nrade  impbred  the  Grand 
Master  not  to  break  a  wounded  reed,  and  that  the 
Templar  strock  him  to  the  heart  with  a  Turkish  dag- 
ger, with  the  words  aeeipt  Aoc— words  which  long 
afterwards  haunted  the  terrified  imagination  of  the 
concealed  witness. 

"  I  verified  ihe  tale,"  said  Saladin,  "  by  causing  the 
body  to  be  examined ;  and  I  made  this  unhappy  beinA 
whom  Allah  hath  made  the  discoverer  of  the  crime, 
repeat  in  your  own  presence  the  words  which  the 
murdeisr  spoke ;  and  you  yourselves  saw  the  effi«t 
which  they  produced  upon  his  conscience." 

The  Soldan  pauaed,  and  the  King  of  England  broke 
silence : — 

"  If  this  be  trae,  as  I  doubt  not,  we  have  witnessed 

great  act  of  jusdce,  though  it  bore  a  difierent  aspect. 

ut  wherefore  in  this  presence  7  wherefore  with  thine 
own  hand  7" 

"I  had  designed  otherwise,"  said  Saladin;  "but 
had  I  not  hastened  his  doom,  it  had  been  altogether 
averted,  since,  if  I  had  permitted  him  to  taste  of  my 
cup,  as  he  was  about  to  do,  how  could  I,  without  in- 
curring the  brand  of  inhospitality,  have  done  him  to 
death  as  he  deserved  7  Had  he  murdered  my  father, 
and  afterwards  partaken  of  my  food  and  my  towI,  not 
a  hair  of  his  head  could  have  been  injured  oy  me.  But 
enough  of  him— let  his  carcass  ana  his  memory  be 
removed  from  amongst  us." 

The  body  was  earned  away,  and  the  marks  of  the 
slaughter  obliterated  or  concealed  with  such  resdy 
dexterity,  as  showed  that  the  case  was  not  altoge- 
ther so  uncommon  as  to  paralyze  the  aasistants  and 
officers  of  Saladin's  household. 

But  the  Christian  princes  felt  that  the  scene  which 
they  had  beheld  weighed  heavily  on  their  qsirits.  and 
although  at  the  courteoua  invitation  of  the  Soldan, 
they  assumed  their  seats  at  the  banquet,  yet  it  was 
with  the  silence  of  doubt  and  smazement.  The  spi- 
rits of  Richard  alone  surmounted  all  cause  for  suspi- 
cion or  embarrassment  Yet  h&  too,  seemed  Co  ru- 
minate on  some  proposition^  as  if  he  were  desirous  of 
making  it  in  the  most  insmuating  and  acceptable 
manner  which  was  possible.  At  length  he  drank  on 
a  lane  howl  of  win&  and,  addressing  tne  Soldsn,  de- 
sired^to  know  whether  it  was  not  true  that  he  had 
honoured  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  with  a  personal 
encounter. 

Saladin  answered  with  a  smile,  that, he  had  proved 
his  horse  snd  his  weapons  wjth  the  heir  of  Scotlsnd, 
as  cavaliers  are  wont  to  do  wit^  each  other  when  thMr 
meet  in  the  desert— and  modestly  add^  that  thougn 
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the  combat  was  not  entirely  deciaivei,  be  bid  not,  on 
hie  part,  much  reason  to  pride  himself  on  the  event 
The  Scot,  on  the  other  hand,  disclaimed  the  attributed 
■uperiority.  and  wished  to  assign  it  to  the  Soldan. 

"  Enoufl^n  of  honour  thou  hast  had  in  the  encoun- 
ter," said  Richard,  "  and  1  envy  thee  more  for  that, 
than  for  the  smiles  of  Edith  Plantagenet,  though  one 
of  them  might  reward  a  bloody  day's  work.— -But 
what  say  you,  noble  princes ;  is  it  fitting  that  such  a 
royal  rin;;  of  chivalry  should  break  up  without  snme- 
thmg  bemg  done  for  future  times  to  speak  of?  What 
it  the  overthrow  and  deaih  of  a  traitor,  to  such  a  fair 
garland  of  honour  as  is  here  assembled,  and  which 
ought  not  to  part  without  witnessing  something  more 
worthy  of  their  regard  ?  How  say  you,  princely  Sol- 
dan— What  if  we  two  should  now,  and  before  this  fair 
company,  decide  the  long^con tended  question  for  this 
land  of  Palestine,  and  end  at  once  these  tedious  wars  7 
Yonder  are  the  lists  ready,  nor  can  Paynimrie  ever 
haae  a  better  champion  than  thou.  I,  unless  worthier 
oflfers,  will  lay  down  my  gauntlet  in  behalf  of  Christen- 
dom, and,  in  all  love  and  honour,  we  will  do  mortal 
battle  for  the  possession  of  Jerusalem." 

There  was  a  deep  pause  for  the  Soldan' s  answer. 
His  cheek  and  brow  coloured  highly,  and  it  was  the 

Sinion  of  many  present,  that  he  hesitated  whether  he 
oald  accept  the  challenge.  At  length  he  said, 
'* Fighting  for  the  Holy  City  against  those  whom  we 
ngard  as  idolaters,^  and  worshiroers  of  stocks  and 
•tones,  and  graven  images,  I  might  confide  that  Alia 
would  strengthen  my  arm:  or  if  1  fell  beneath  the 
•word  of  the  Mclech  Ric,  I  could  not  pass  to  Para- 
dise by  a  more  glorious  death.  But  Alia  has  already 
given  Jerusalem  to  the  true  believers,  and  it  were  a 
tempting  the  Grod  of  the  Prophet  to  p^ril,  upon  my  own 
pvsonal  strength  and  skill,  that  which  I  hold  securely 
by  the  superionty  of  my  forces." 

"If  not  for  Jerusalem,  then,"  said  Richard,  in  the 
tone  of  one  who  would  entreat  a  favour  of  an  intimate 
friend,  **  yet,  for  the  love  of  honour  let  us  run  at  least 
three  courses  with  grinded  lances?" 

**Even  this,"  said  Saladin,  half  smiling  atCoBurde 
Lion's  affectionate  earnestness  for  the  combat,  '*  even 
this  I  may  not  lawfully  do.  The  master  places  the 
shepherd  over  the  flock,  not  for  the  shepherd's  own 
•ake,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  sheep.  Had  I  a  son  to 
hold  the  sceptre  when  I  fell,  I  might  have  had  the 
libertv,  as  I  have  the  will,  to  brave  this  bold  encoun- 
ter; but  your  own  Scripture  sayeth,  that  when  the 
bntlsman  is  smitten,  the  sheep  are  scattered." 

"Thou  hast  had  all  the  fortune,"  said  Richard,  turn- 
ing to  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  with  a  sigh.  "  I  would 
have  given  the  best  year  in  my  life  for  that  one  half 
hour  beside  the  Diamond  of  the  Desert !" 

The  chivalrous  extravagance  of  Richard  awakened 
the  spirits  of  the  assembly,  and  when  at  length  they 
arose  to  depart,  Saladin  advanced  and  took  Cceur  de 
Lion  bv  the  hand. 

**  Noble  King  of  England,"  he  said,  "  we  now  part, 
never  to  meet  again.  That  your  league  is  dissolved, 
no  more  to  be  reunited,  and  that  your  native  forces 


are  £v  too  few  to  enable  you  to  prosecute  your  mtHh 
prise,  is  as  well  known  to  me  as  to  youraelC  I  dmv 
not  yield  you  up  that  Jerosalem  which  you  so  mA 
desire  to  hold.  It  is  to  ua  as  to  you,  a  Holv  Cil|: 
But  whatever  other  terms  Richard  demands  of  && 
din,  shall  be  as  willingly  yielded  as  yonder  fountn 
yields  its  waters.  Ay,  and  the  same  ahould  be  ai 
frankly  afforded  by  Saladin,  if  Richard  stood  in  thi 
desert  with  but  two  archers  in  his  train !" 


The  next  day  saw  Richard's  return  to  his  omi 
camp,  and  in  a  short  space  afterwards,  the  young  Eiil 
of  Huntingdon  was  espoused  by  Edith  Planiageoit 
The  Soldan  sent,  as  a  nuptial  present  on  this  occaaon, 
the  celebrated  Tausbcan  ;  but  though  many  cam 
were  wrought  by  means  of  it  in  Europe,  none  emaM 
in  success  and  celebrity  those  which  the  aoldn 
achieved.  It  is  still  in  existence,  having  been  b^ 
queathed  bv  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  to  a  brave  koi|hl 
of  Scotland,  Sir  Simon  of  the  Lee,  in  whose  anoMH 
and  highly  honoured  family  it  is  still  preserved ;  aid 
although  charmed  stones  have  been  dismissed  froiB 
the  modern  Pharmacopceia,  its  virtues  are  still  a|^ 
phed  to  for  stopping  blood,  and  in  cases  of  caoins 
madness. 

Our  story  closes  here,  as  the  terms  on  which  Rick* 
ard  relinquished  his  conquests  are  to  be  found  in  sfvy 
history  of  the  period. 

Trs  Lsa  PSMNT.— Since  the  last  aheet  of  this  toIium  «« 
imnted  off,  akiod  frieDd  hu  uinwnitied  tlui  followiiic  coriMi 
docaawDt,  by  which  it  would  appear  that  tlie  alieted  \irtMm^ 
the  Lee  Peony  had  at  one  tune  f  iven  uneaaineaa  to  oar  Pi(wty 
terian  brethren  of  Clydeadale. 

(Copy). 
Extract  from  tlie  AaaenibUe  Boolu  at  Glasfow.  auent  the  Ut 
Peony  ntone 

Affkt  QlMgow,  ai  ^  Oaoder* 

BVNOD.  8B8S.  2. 

QrHiuc  day,  amonfef t  the  referriet  of  the  Brethren  of  lS» 
Ministry  of  Lanark,  it  wai  propr>ned  to  the  Synod  tiiat  Gant 
Hamilton  of  Raploch  had  purtueit  an  Complaint  before  thea 
atainat  Sir  Jamee  Lockhart  of  Lee,  anent  the  superatiijotts  luiaf 
of  an  Stone,  aet  in  lilver,  for  the  curinf  of  deeeaaed  Cattle,  q* 
the  aaid  Gavin  afllrmed  could  not  be  lawfully  uait,  and  that  tbay 
had  deferrit  to  give  ony  deciaionne  thairin  till  the  advice  of  tte 
Aaaemblie  mi^ht  be  had  concerning  the  aame.  The  Aaaemblil 
having  inquirit  of  the  manner  of  uaiiif  thereof,  and  parlicalarty 
underatood.  be  examination  of  tlie  aaid  Laird  of  Lee  and  ollM^ 
wiao.  that  lite  cuatom  is  only  to  caat  the  atone  in  aome  walir, 
and  five  the  deaeaait  Cattle  thereof  to  drink,  and  that  the  i 


ia  done  without  uainf  any  words,  auch  aa  Cnarmera  and  Sons- 
reira  use  in  Uiair  unlawfull  practieea  ;  and  oonaideriof  that  ia 
nature  thair  ore  many  Uiinfa  aeen  to  work  atrance  eflbeta,  wIn» 
of  no  human  wit  can  give  a  reaaon,  it  having  pleaat  Giio  togivt 
to  atones  and  herbaaapeciall  vertue  for  healing  of  many  iofimi' 
tiea  in  man  and  beaat,  adviaea  the  Brethren  to  auroeaae  thair 
prooees,  aa  Uierein  they  perceive  no  ground  of  Oflience,  and  ad- 
mooiahea  the  aaid  Laird  of  Lee,  in  the  uaing  of  the  aaid  atose. 
to  take  heid  that  it  be  uait  hereafter  with  the  leaat  aeandlethal 
poaaibly  maybe.  Extract  out  of  the  Booka  of  tlie  fl  aaemhlii. 
holden  at  Glaagow,  and  aubacribed  at  thair  command. 

M.  RoBBAT  YODNO,  Clerk  to  tha 
Aaaemblia  at  aiaagow. 

*  The  year  ia  uufortunately  not  given ;  but  the  Sir  Jums 
TwAokhart  named  in  the  extract  waa  bora  in  I5M,  and  diad  la 
lf74. 
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INTRODUCTION   TO  WOODSTOCK. 


m  bwf  pviod  of  the  ffTNt  CivU  War  wu  one  in  which 
ftecbamcttt  ami  leoimor  dtflbrent  partief  were  mont  bril- 
liMtff  di^tlayed,  and,  aceordingf/,  the  incidenta  ^  hich  took 
ptaee  OS  mtber  aide  were  of  a  atnkiaa  and  extraordinary  eha- 
■enr,  and  aflbfded  aaple  fiMmdation  for  fictitious  eompoaition- 
Hm  aatlMr  had  id  aotne  neaaure  attempted  each  in  Peveril  of 
the  Peak :  bat  the  aeene  was  in  a  remote  part  of  the  kiofdom, 
■d  Biofied  witli  other  national  diflTerenoet,  which  left  him 
•Ciil  at  lifiertf  U>  cltcan  another  harrett  oat  of  eo  ample  a  atoro. 

ki  llMsa  cirauDataneea,  aorae  wonderAii  adventores  which 
kappened  at  Woodstock  in  tlie  rear  IMa,  occurred  to  him  as 
mieihinf  he  had  Iod^  a(0  read  of,  altlioufh  he  was  unable  to 
ttil  where,  and  of  which  the  hint  appeared  eufflcient,  aJthouch, 
deabdass,  it  micht  have  been  mach  better  handled  if  the  aathor 
bad  not,  m  the  lapse  of  tioM,  lost  Brwj  thing  like  an  accurate 
neellectJoa  of  the  resl  atorr. 

It  was  aoc  until  about  this  period,  namely.  1831,  that  the  au* 
Ibar,  beiaf  called  upon  to  write  this  introauction,  obtained  a 
f  aal  account  of  what  really  happened  upon  the  marvellous 
ooessioa  in  qaestaoo,  in  a  work  termed  "  The  Every-day  Book." 
pdMislwd  by  Mr.  Hone,  and  fall  of  curious  antiquarian  researen, 
tbe  object  beinc  to  five  a  variety  of  onf ioal  information  con- 
amiaf  manoerB,  iUuacrmtad  by  carious  instanoee,  rarely  to  be 
Ibasd  elsewhere.  Amona  other  matter,  Mr.  Hone  miotes  an 
•tide  from  the  Britiali  Magazine  for  1747,  in  the  following 
verds,  aad  which  ta  mobably  the  document  which  the  author 
of  Woodstock  had  loranerlf  perused,  althoofh  he  was  unable 
IS  leiw  to  the  eourea  of  hia  information.  The  tract  is  entitled, 
"Tbe  Qenaine  Historj  of  the  Good  Deril  of  Woodstock,  fa- 
SMMs  in  the  world,  in  the  year  1649,  and  never  accounted  for, 
erit  ail  anderstood  to  this  time." 

Tbe  taUar  o€  thia  "  Genuine  History"  proceeds  verbatim  as 
faUoers: 

Boae  oririnal  papen  havina  lately  fbllen  into  my  hands, 
**  the  aaoM  of  '  Authentic  Memoirs  of  the  Memorable  Jo- 


Kph  ColliDs  of  Oxford,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Funny 
Joe.  end  aow  inteadea  for  the  press,'  I  was  extremely  deliffhted 
10  fiod  io  them  a  eircomstantial  and  unqnestionable  account  of 
tbe  Bioft  bnoos  of  all  invisible  aientsw  so  well  known  in  the 
l«ar  IMS,  uadOT  the  name  of  the  Good  Devil  of  Woodstock, 
sad  even  adored  by  the  people  of  that  place,  for  the  vexation 
art  distress  it  oeeaaioned  some  people  they  were  not  much 
with.  As  this  famoue  story,  though  related  by  a  thou- 
opie,  and  atteated  in  all  its  circumstances,  beyond  all 
lility  of  doubt,  by  people  of  tank,  leaminr,  and  repute- 
boa.  of  Oxford  and  the  adjacent  towns,  has  never  yet  been  ye- 
ecally  aeeoant»Ml  for,  or  at  all  understood,  and  is  perfectly 
opiamed,  in  a  manner  that  can  admit  of  no  doubt,  in  tbMe  pa- 
pen,  1  eould  not  lefuee  my  readers  the  pleasure  it  gave  me  in 
Rodiag." 

Tbere  is,  therefore,  no  doubt  that,  in  the  year  IMg,  a  number 
of  iacidents,  supoMed  to  be  sujwmatnml,  took  place  at  the 
Kiai's  paiaea  of  Woodstock,  which  the  Commissioners  of  Par- 
InaNatwere  then  and  there  endeavouring  to  dilapidate  and 
destroy.  The  aceoant  of  this  by  the  Commissionera  them- 
fdves,  er under  their  authoritr,  was  repeatedly  published^  and 
ie  partiealar,  is  ineerted  as  relation  sixtli  of  Satan's  Invisible 
Vorid  Discovered,  by  George  Sinclair,  Professor  of  Philosophy 

■  GL'gQw,  an  approved  colleotor  of  such  tales. 

It  was  tbe  object  of  neither  of  the  great  political  parties  of  that 
d«y  to  dswiedit  thte  narrative,  which  gave  arrat  satisfkciion 
botb  to  the  cavaliers  and  roundheads  ;  the  former  conceiving 
dat  the  license  given  to  the  demons,  was  in  conaequeDce  of 
flw  ioipioes  deMcration  of  the  King's  Aimiture  and  apartments, 

■  that  the  eitiaeos  of  Woodstock  almost  adored  the  supposed 
ipiritB,  as  avengere  of  the  cause  of  royalty ;  while  the  friends 
•f  th«t  Parliamaat,  on  the  other  hand,  imputed  to  the  maJloe  of 
the  fimd  the  obetruction  of  tbe  pious  work,  as  they  judged  that 
ehieh  they  had  in  band.  

At  the  risk  of  prolonging  a  curious  Quotation,  I  include  a 
pin  or  two  from  Mr.  Hooe^s  Every-day  Book. 

'^Tbe  honourable  the  Commissionen  arrived  at  Woodstock 
■aeor-boote,  October  I3th,  and  took  up  their  residenoe  in  the 
Ung*!  own  rooms.  His  Majesty's  bedchamber  they  made  their 
Kitten,  the  eooneil-hall  their  pantry,  and  the  presence- cham- 
ber was  the  place  where  they  sat  for  dispatch  of  busines.  His 
Majesty's  dining-room  they  made  their  wood-yard,  and  stowed 
M  with  no  other  wood  but  tliat  of  the  fkmous  Royal  Oak  fh>m 
the  Hi^  Park,  which,  that  nothing  migtit  be  left  with  the 
aame  of  the  Kinr  about  it.  tliey  had  dug  up  by  the  roots,  and 
baodled  up  into  tegou  for  their  firing. 

"  October  Wh.  This  day  they  first  sat  for  tlie  dispatch  of 
baiiuLsa  In  the  raidat  of  tlteir  first  debate  there  entered  a 
larp  black  dog,  (as  they  thonglit,}  which  made  a  terrible  howl- 

a.overtamed  two  or  three  of  their  chairs,  and  doing  eome 
ar  damage,  went  ander  the  bed,  and  there  gnawed  the  cords. 
Ttas  doorthis  while  enntinued  constantly  shut,  when,  after 
aoaie  two  or  three  hours,  Giles  Sharp,  their  seoretaryr,  looking 
aader  the  bed.  perceived  that  the  creature  wao  vanished,  and 
(bat  a  plate  of  naeat  tliat  the  servants  had  hid  there  was  un- 
toaehed,aad  rhowing  them  to  their  honours,  they  were  all  con- 
riaeed  there  eould  be  no  real  dog  eooeemed  in  the  case ;  the 
laid  Otiee  alao  deposed  on  oath,  tbat,  to  hia  oartain  knowledge, 
than  waanoL 

ITUl    Aa  tbay  wan  thia  day  aitting  at  dinner  io  a 


lower  room,  they  heard  plainly  the  noise  of  persona  walking 
over  head,  thoi&ah  they  well  knew  the  doors  were  all  locked, 
and  thers  eould  be  none  there.  Preeently  after  they  heard  alao 
all  the  wood  of  the  King's  Oak  brouf  ht  by  parcels  from  the 
dininr-room,  and  thrown  with  great  violence  into  the  preseoce- 
chamoer.  as  also  the  chain,  stools,  tables,  and  other  ftiraitura, 
forcibly  hurled  about  the  room,  their  own  papers  of  the  minutes 
of  their  transactions  torn,  and  the  ink-glass  broken.  When  all 
this  had  some  time  oeaaN,  tlie  said  Giles  proposed  to  enter  flrat 
into  these  rooms,  and.  In  presence  of  the  Commissionera,  of 
whom  he  received  the  key,  he  opened  tlie  door  and  entered  the 
room,  their  honoura  following  him.  He  there  found  the  wood 
strewed  about  the  room,  the  chain  tossed  about  and  broken, 
the  papera  torn,  and  the  ink -glass  broken  over  them  all,  as  ihey 
had  heard,  yet  no  footsteps  appeared  of  any  person  whatever 
being  there,  nor  had  the  doora  over  been  opened  to  admit  or  let 
out  any  pemna  since  their  honoura  were  last  there.  It  was 
therefoae  voted,  am.  con.,  that  the  peraon  who  did  this  mis- 
chief could  have  entered  no  other  way  than  at  the  keyhole  of 
the  said  doora 

"  In  the  night  following  this  same  day,  the  said  Giles,  and 
two  other  of  the  Commissionera*  servante,  as  thcy  Mrera  in  bed 
in  the  same  room  with  their  honoura,  had  their  bed's  feet  lifted 
up  so  much  higher  than  their  heads,  that  they  expected  to  liave 
their  necks  broken,  and  then  they  were  let  fkll  at  once  with 
such  violence  as  shook  them  up  ftom  tlio  bed  to  a  good  dis- 
tance ;  and  this  was  repeated  many  times,  their  honoura  being 
araaMd  spectatora  of  it  In  the  morning  the  bedsteads  were 
found  cracked  and  broken,  and  the  said  Giles  and  his  fellows 
declared  they  were  sore  to  the  bones  with  the  tooiog  and  jolt- 
ing of  the  beds. 

''  October  if  th.  As  they  were  all  in  bed  together,  the  can- 
dles were  all  blown  out  toeether  with  a  sulphurous  smell,  and 
instantly  many  trenchera  o'wood  were  hurled  about  the  room  ; 
and  one  of  them  putting  his  bead  above  the  clothes,  had  not 
less  than  six  thrown  at  him,  which  wounded  him  \etf  grie- 
vously. In  the  morning  the  trenchera  were  all  found  lying 
about  the  room,  and  were  observed  to  be  the  same  they  had 
eaten  on  the  day  before,  none  being  found  remaining  io  the 
pantry. 

"  October  90th.  This  night  the  candlee  were  pal  out  as  be- 
fore ;  the  curtains  of  tlie  bed  in  which  their  honoura  lay,  were 
drawn  to  and  fro  many  times  with  great  violence :  their  ho- 
noura received  many  cruel  blows,  and  were  much  braised  beside, 
with  eight  great  pewter  dishes,  and  three  doaen  wooden  trench- 
era, which  were  thrown  on  the  bed,  and  afterwards  heard  rolling 
about  the  room. 

"  Many  times  also  this  night  they  heard  the  forcible  foiling 
of  many  fagots  by  their  b«l-side,  but  in  the  morning  no  fagots 
were  found  there,  no  dishes  or  trenchera  were  there  seen  either ; 
and  the  aforesaid  Giles  attests,  that  by  their  different  arranging 
in  the  pantry,  tliey  had  assuredly  been  taken  thence,  and  after 
put  there  again. 

"  October  2lsL  The  keeper  of  their  ordinary  and  his  bitch 
lay  with  them :  This  night  tliey  had  no  disturbance. 
^'October  S9d.  Candles  put  out  as  before.  They  had  the 
said  bitch  with  them  again,  but  were  not  by  that  protected  ; 
the  bitch  set  up  a  very  piteous  cry  ;  the  clothes  of  their  beds 
were  all  pulled  off,  and  the  bricks,  without  any  wind,  were 
thrown  off  the  chimney  tops  into  the  raidsL 

"  October  94th.  The  candles  put  out  as  before.  They  thought 
sll  the  wood  of  the  King's  Oak  was  violently  thrown  down  by 
their  bedsides ;  they  counted  sixty-four  fagots  that  fell  with 
grea:  violence,  and  some  hit  and  shook  the  bed,— but  in  the 
momir.g  none  were  found  there,  nor  the  door  of  the  room  opened 
in  which  the  said  fagot:  were. 

"  October  SStli.  The  candles  put  out  as  before.  The  curtains 
of  the  bed  in  the  drawing-room  were  many  times  forcibly 
drawn ;  the  wood  thrown  out  as  before ;  a  terrible  crack  like 
thunder  was  heard  ;  and  one  of  the  servants,  running  to  see  if 
his  master  was  not  killed,  found,  at  his  return,  three  dozen 
trenchera  laid  smoothly  upon  his  bed  under  tho  quilt 

"  October  98th.  The  beds  were  shaken  as  before ;  the  win- 
dows seemed  all  broken  to  pieces,  and  glass  fell  in  va^t  quanti- 
ties all  about  the  room.  In  the  moraine  tliey  found  the  windows 
all  whole,  but  the  floor  strewed  with  broken  glass,  whidi  they 
gathered  and  laid  by. 

"  October  29th.  At  midniaht  candles  vrent  out  as  before : 
somethiug  walked  majestically  through  tlie  room,  and  opened 
end  shut  the  window ;  rreat  stones  were  Uirown  violently  into 
the  room,  some  whereof  foil  on  the  beds,  othera  on  the  flour ; 
and  about  a  quarter  after  one,  a  noise  was  heard  as  of  fori)* 
cannon  discharged  together,  and  again  repeated  at  about  eiglit 
minutes'  distance,  liiis  alarmed  gnd  raised  all  the  neighbour* 
hood,  who,  coming  into  their  hottoura'  room,  gathered  up  tlia 
graat  stones,  foureoore  in  number,  many  of  ttiem  like  rommon 
pebbles  and  boultera,  and  laid  them  bv,  where  they  are  tn  bt 
seen  to  this  day,  at  a  corner  of  the  adjoining  field.  This  noise, 
like  the  discharge  of  cannon,  was  hMrd  throughout  the  coub> 
try  for  sixteen  miles  round.  During  these  noises,  which  wore 
heard  in  both  rooms  together,  both  Uie  commissionera  and  their 
servants  gave  one  another  over  for  lost,  and  cried  out  for  help : 
and  Giles  Sharp,  snatching  up  a  swora,  had  welt  nigh  killed 
one  of  their  honoura,  takinc  him  for  the  spirit  aa  be  enne  in 
his  shirt  into  the  room.    While  they  %rare  togtthar,  tbe  noiaa 
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[«,  IM  UiB  whDit  »li)iiHiiii 
ley  ted  Rm  ftu,  ud  Icil  Ibair 


•  BUttjtaatlEIpolUlwflieDflUu-i,  iir,-,.r',l      ,„■,!,     I,  .» 

lUUMjuithltaio  JM'i  linie.'iiiw  iuiTitw 
■BHO^-  Am  («  U»  La*L,  Uma  iweda  oolr  to 
llr  of  Iran  IUIn|>jliHl7  powdmg^MJ^^^ 

kHni  wUt g/Mr tiks W ud  tan  ill  Uh  ■i1»)i«  hq 
irlin  ■  UhIui  h4  ■  M  HBdl.  _  FwJh»_Bttag, jflyji 

of  Hllfrilih  twa  IfiiteDf  rtmAutMtoTSiif  Uilar.  imJlai 

, nii«lilUlwl?HidllHUiiTl«» 

pari  itia  tbtt  of  ft  piMill  1  ftftd  Ihia  iH  wftat  flHil^  AfftH^BI 
bl  larorqualilici.ia  u  ta  B*lH  il  niilads  at  umil.  wiai 

...  .1 ^^o*.iiiuwJLtaMiauIcni. 

■  MpUnMlBj^of  Jn  fhostlr  Brt»™tui«  ot  WwiJ- 


tell,  ftnd  jKilM  wi 


1-    CpoD  thit,  the  Hfiw 
ill  iHnd  lull  hSM'afil 


Bln>mliifLnf,  diinni  whieli  i 


Iha  bvdl :  Id.  Ths  Lhrowinf  lAMtai 


uiit  hB,  Jnaetih  CoIiIdi.  nsiBiijilrgdlM  nmr  Jh,  ni  Miii- 
HIT  Itili  nri  diiili-ihii.  iwdtt  Ota  M|h4  hui  oT  ODta 


d<r-&  sIllM  all  UiHt  aUHdiDftn  Mdu  tnkimair.— UHI 

Ui  wlwftJrtiiM,  whoM  ha  Hid  fnlradBiH)  an  paipoH  w  u- 
■M  liba.tad  Hftia  sptbMiDini  badii  (wt  mu  (hircuMUai 

■IMKUbilraMu^iirhshftd  ihDnlr baltan whalp^ in lliU 
ngm,  iBd  Hailaall  laladlRiirtwKalaaaakiKnitlHtnripiaii 

arCBlllw.1  y B«t, Ml* tt—  toalwd Hit,  tta ntwii af Itw hsaf 
«<aMi|^Ui^ih«iLaaart^«^hcilsBa.  Brtbana^dBn 
Ibar  allbar  UA  ^n,  oi  dnv^u^afuWt  iniled  Ut  gu- 
W  iha  dwra,  or  nbif  triromti  Ihp  kajhvlat  j  ud  tllUH 
diHFlbad,  h«  daalBjaa  lie  nude  br  pttcLur  QUftoilIlH  ol 


'™^fl"™rCJrMlI 


im  the  (Mlowlnt  nnwl- 
ml,  TKOTdiBt  Ihe  ■Iwe  aa^ 

I  ft  Bnw-pot,  Ift  vliMi 


vftta  tocuan.  uvu  Ibnm  iqbt  Iha  atidu  nT  tba  viiitaiB  bm^ 
blad.  IrlKna  neiiKalcdIbii  iaeidaal  Mfluaiclr.  Ibi  tt  ■ 
awn  than  Ovtr  nan  liaaaliflrHad  Iha  UHLil  m  pn*abl. 

flvB  mal  of  BBDWT,  Mlw  BlUan  nlilcta  nilll  bftniaadl 
M  imilil  ^dSm  to  ttia  nan.    NainlBt.  indMd.  ■•  man 

tla,  I  mnSrJSn^ilttal  mSu^u,  ohMb^SaMia  «M 
»BaM»ti*aaBliiBiniMatffe«IUBa  ift  IWfc!  TbalMI 
ft<aUriadvSiii,(SM>aJ  kxtaainat.whubiilaialr^Mi 
UUUBtaiaBd  «w«n«iMai(tbB  sHBla  is  Itw  ™>**P 

«pIualiaB^«Mu£ wbieh,  u  BaMtonad  br  Mr.  Hiaa 
Mtwi  Uh  vbola  iat^H*daift«.   It  aiiht.  iHnna^li 

■MBUna.  H  iw biobMfwa.  that  »ij»r  tSTaaiaiyiw 

Umh  »uS,  **lS&l>!>?*!ia?b?Biilii  hfti*  bMasdaApMi 

IMO,  ItcattianftUcaafftpawatfii]  Uwinb  aiJiilidfcalwB. 
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No.  I. 

THE  WOODSTOCK  SCUFFLE; 

<». 

r  DBBADFVI.  APPABITI0II8  TMAT  WSBl  LATSLT  SBCini  IN 
IB  KASOMm-HOOaS  OP  WOOWTOOK,  MBUOi  OXTOKD,  TO  THS 
OUT  TBUIOR  AMD  WOSDBaVUL  AMJLEMMMXn  09  ALL  THBAI 
lAT  IIU>  BSBOLD 


[PMatod  ia  tks  yatt  ItM.    4lo.] 

It  wm»  ft  woBdtr  if  one  mitM, 
And  not  of  wooden  and  itnuin  sifhta ; 
For  ev'ry  wlMie  neh  thioga  amif  htt 

Poorepcoiue, 

That  men  an  eT*B  at  their  wita'  end : 
Ood  jodflmenta  ftT*rjr  where  doth  Nod, 
And  yet  we  don't  oar  liTca  amend, 

But  tipple, 

▲ad  eweaia,  and  lie,  and  eheat,  and  ^^ 
Beeaaw  the  world  shall  drown  no  ummo, 
As  if  BO  jodfments  wore  in  store 

Bat  water; 

Bat  bv  the  storiee  which  I  ten. 
To«*li  beare  of  terrors  come  from  htil. 
And  flRs,  and  shapes  most  tsrriMe 

For  matter. 

It  is  not  loor  since  that  a  child 
9tHk»  ttom  the  ground  in  a  larfs  field, 
And  made  the  people  almost  wild 

That  heard  it, 

Of  whidi  there  is  a  printed  book, 
Wherein  each  man  the  troth  moj  look ; 
If  diiidffen  apeak,  the  matter's  took 

For  Terdiet 

Bat  this  is  stranger  than  that  Toioe. 
The  wonder's  gieater,  and  the  noyse ; 
And  things  aimeaie  to  men,  not  boyes, 


_„       '  had  once  a  bower, 

TO  keep  her  Uom  Qiomm  EUnour, 
And  had  eseap*d  her  poys'noua  power 

By  good-lack. 

Bat  fete  had  otherwiss  decreed. 
And  IWarfiwrlr  Mannor  saw  a  dsed. 
Which  is  ia  BMUattad  or  fitpMd 

Chro-nieled; 

But  neither  flWrfartrrf  nor  Scmt. 
Nor  no  historians  such  things  ihow, 
Though  in  them  wonders  we  well  know 

Are  pickled; 

For  nothing  else  is  hiatoiT 

But  pickle  of  antiouity. 

Where  things  are  kept  in  memory 

From  stincking , 

Which  otherwaies  would  have  Iain  dead, 
Aa  in  oblirion  baried, 
Which  now  you  may  call  Into  head 

With  thinking. 

The  drsadfttl  story,  which  Is  trae. 
And  now  committed  unto  view, 
By  bettsr  pen,  had  it  iu  due, 

Shoold  sse  light ; 

Bat  I.  contented,  doe  indite, 
Kot  tliinffs  of  wit.  but  things  of  right : 
Toe  caa't  expect  that  ttiln|rs  that  fright 

Should  dsli^t 

0  hasifesD.  therefore,  harke  and  shake  i 
My  very  pen  and  band  doth  aiiake  i 
l^nils  I  me  true  relation  make 

O*  th'  wonder, 


3fhieh  hath  Inog  time,  and  still  appeams 
^       •§  Conmisploa — 
JatlMirbeds 


(7irto  the  BiBte's  Coamisslpoers. 

to  nana 


They  come,  good  men.  emploi'd  by  th'  State, 
To  sell  Uie  lands  of  Charlea  the  late, 
Aod  there  Uiey  lay,  and  long  did  waite 

For  chapmen. 

Yoa  may  have  cany  pnn'worths,  woods, 
Landi,  ven'aaOt  huiueholdstuf,  and  fooda ; 
They  little  HiBUght  of  dogs  that  wou'd 

There  anap-mso. 

Bat  when  they'd  snp'd,  and  fUIly  fisd, 
They  aet  op  remnanta  and  to  bed, 
Wtiere  acaroe  they  had  laid  down  a  head 

To  slumber, 

Bat  that  their  beda  were  heav'd  on  high ; 
They  thought  some  dog  under  did  lie. 
And  meant  i'  th'  chamber  (fie,  fle,  fle,) 

Toacomber. 

Some  thought  the  canning  cur  did  mean 
To  eat  their  mutton  (which  waa  lean) 
Reaerv'd  for  break&at,  for  the  men 

Were  thrifty ; 

And  up  one  riaee  in  hia  ahirt. 
Intending  the  alle  cur  to  hurt. 
And  forty  thniata  made  at  him  for*t. 

Or  fifty. 

Bat  empty  came  hia  aword  agaiOi 
He  found  hee  thruat  but  all  in  vain ; 
The  matton  aafe,  hee  went  amain 

To'a  follow. 

And  now  (arsured  all  waa  well) 
The  bed  again  began  to  swell^ 
The  men  were  ftighted,  and  did  amall 

O^  th'  yellow. 

From  hearing,  now  the  cloaths  it  phiekt ; 
The  men,  for  foare,  together  atuek. 
And  in  their  sweat  each  other  duck'L 

They  wished 

A  thousand  times  that  it  were  day 
'TIS  sure  the  divell  I    Let  us  pray. 

They  pray'd  amain  ;  and,  aa  they  aay, 

«       •      • 

Approach  of  day  did  cleere  the  doubt. 
For  all  devotions  were  run  out. 
They  now  waxt  strona  and  something  slOBt ; 

One  peaked 

Under  the  bed,  bat  nought  was  there ; 
He  view'd  the  chamber  ev'nr  where. 
Nothing  apear'd  but  what,  for  feare. 

They  leaked. 

Their  atomachs  then  retum'd  apaoe, 
They  found  the  mutton  in  the  plaoe. 
And  fell  onto  it  with  a  grace. 

They  lau^ied 

Each  at  the  other's  panniek  feare, 
And  each  his  bed-fellow  did  jeers. 
And  haying  sent  for  ale  and  beere. 

They  quaffed. 

And  then  abroad  the  summons  went, 
Who'll  buy  king'a-land  o'  th'  Parliament  I 
A  paper-book  contein'd  the  rent, 

VThiohlay  there; 

That  did  eontein  the  aeverall  farmes. 
Quit-rents,  knight  aerviees.  and  armes  ; 
Bat  that  tney  came  not  in  by  swarmes 

To  pay  there. 

Night  doth  invite  to  bed  again. 
The  grand  Ck>mmissioaers  were  Iain, 
But  then  the  thing  fltt  heave  amain. 

It  busied. 

And  with  great  clamor  fill'd  their  earss, 
The  noyse  waa  doubled,  BBd  their  fearss  { 
Nothing  WM standingta*  ^^"  haiiea, 

Tliey  nuzled. 

Oft  wars  the  blankets  pul'd,  the  shatta 
Waa  closely  twin'd  betwixt  their  feats^ 
It  ssens  the  spirit  was  diacrsete 

AnddvUL 
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na  b«iy  p«nod  of  the  gTMt  Civil  War  wu  one  in  which 
tterfitfieter  Biid  fcniin  of  HifRRrent  pwtin  wera  moRt  bril- 
iiu!.'rdi>play«d,  and,  arcordtnffljr.  the  incidents  i^hirh  took 
pit:*  on  f  iih«r  «id«F  w«n*  of  a  ulrikine  and  extraordinary  cha- 
iK!«r,  ind  affordMt  ample  foundation  for  flctitiouicompoaition- 
^  -bcitior  had  in  «ome  mennire  attempted  rarh  in  Hoveril  of 
th«  Ptak  :  but  th«  •cf'ne  waa  in  a  rrmote  part  of  the  kinfdotn, 
■M  m.atled  with  other  national  diflerencefl,  which  left  him 
ft  1  It  liberty  to  sl«an  another  harreat  ont  of  ao  ample  a  itoro. 

k  tlii>w*  cirrurastaiicca,  aome  wonderftil  admturm  which 
twp^o^  at  WiMMlatock  in  the  year  IMS,  occarred  to  him  aa 
Kiv-.tliipf  he  had  lonf  ajro  r^ad  of,  although  he  waa  unable  to 
Kl  M^liviv.  and  of  which  ilie  hint  appealed  luffleient.  aJtliouitli, 
AoqbticM.  It  mirht  ha\e  been  much  bettor  handled  if  the  author 
ud  out  in  the  lju>ae  of  time,  loat  every  thiiif  like  an  accurate 
iKoitec^inn  of  the  ivml  atory. 

it  WM  nnt  until  about  tliia  period,  namelr,  1831,  that  the  au* 
tLjr  bctnr  catled  upon  lo  wnte  thii  introduction,  obtaintnl  a 
:**tral  a-'criuDt  of  what  rraily  liappened  upon  the  roart'eliou* 
■r  ■  ui.«  in  qneation,  in  a  wurk  termed  "  The  Every-riay  Rook." 
r^^uh-rd  hr  Mr.  H<nie,  and  ('•ill  of  rurion* antiquarian  re«earrii, 
'■'c9£xci  ^einc  to  nve  a  \t1net7  of  onrinal  information  con- 
•Yniidff  rainnent,  illustrated  bf  curiou*  imitanceii,  rarely  to  bo 
fi-iad  ^Iwwlierv.  Amone  other  matter,  Mr.  Hone  quotes  an 
vtir'0  from  tlie  British  Mairazine  for  1717,  in  the  followini; 
vorcp  and  which  is  i>rohably  tlie  document  which  the  author 
>f  "AVvisro-rk  had  formerly  peruaed.  althonrh  he  was  unable 

•  i  f-Ut  tii  ihr  MHirre  of  his  tnformatiim.  The  tract  is  entitled, 
'  T  le  Gvnuioe  Hiitlory  of  the  Good  Deril  of  Wood«tork,  tk- 
v.-u  III  il»«  wr>rid.  in  thf*  year  IMf,  and  ne\er  accounted  for, 
X  31  a.;  uif'-orstuod  to  thi*  time  " 

Tie  teller  of  Uim  "Gfnuioc  History"  proceeds  verbatim  as 

■>vnc  nnfinal  papers  havinr  lately  fallen  into  my  hands, 
sc'-r  •>•  name  of  '  Autlientic  Memoirs  of  the  Memorable  Jo- 
«■  .ri  Cwllins  fif  Oxford,  commonly  kniwn  by  tlie  name  of  Funny 
J  K.  ar  J  auw  intended  for  the  prew.'  I  was  extremely  deliffhted 
•.■\z^  IB  ih^m  a  rircumitantial  and  unquestionable  account  of 
"'  -31^1  f«mn«i4  of  all  inviMble  agents,  so  well  known  in  the 
:*^  144*.  under  Chf  name  of  the  Good  Devil  of  Woodittock, 
VHi  nen  adond  hy  the  people  of  that  place,  for  tlie  vexation 
eid  tutmi  It  ncranioned  some  people  they  were  not  much 
riiiWHi  with.  A*  this  famous  story,  thoufrli  related  by  a  Ihou- 
e* ;  M*cple.  and  attested  in  all  its  circumstances,  beyond  all 
:>»iaiiat7  of  doubt,  by  people  of  rank,  leaminr,  and  leputa- 
^  n.  'if  (ixfcrd  and  the  a-ljacent  towns,  has  never  yet  been  fe- 
HI.: J  arcount^  for.  or  at  alt  understood,  and  is  perfectly 
'i:4aiQ>-il.  m  a  manner  that  can  admit  of  no  doubt,  in  thev  pa- 
;k-^.  I  •-•••jld  not  refuse  my  readera  the  pleamra  it  gave  me  in 

T}.-.r*  .ii.  ilier^fiifp.  no  doubt  that,  in  the  year  1M9,  a  number 

f  .v-.i^nr»,  iiupp«>*ed  to  be  supernatural,  look  place  at  tlie 

Lfic  *  wiare  of  Witodstock,  which  the  Coimnii«ioiH>rs  of  Par- 

ia«-rii  w^re  ihm  and  tliere  endeavourinf  to  dilapidate  and 

i'.^-Tiw     Tt^  arrrmnt  of  this  by  the  Coram issioneni  them- 

•riiM  or  nndi-r  tlH-ir  authority,  was  repeatedly  published,  and 

■'  uri-'u  ar,  m  in«>rted  aa  relation  sixth  of  Rntan's  Invisible 

K'-' .]  0,«.:o«^r*>d,  by  Ueorve  .Sinrlair,  Professor  of  Philoaophy 

3  f,\  'r*w.  an  approved  collector  of  such  tale*. 

I' vh^  thf  object  ufneiilier  of  ttie  trreat  political  parties  of  that 

ttr  t>  tiKceiiit  this  narrative,  which  fave  aroat  sattsfkution 

-•/I.  ro  ;tie  ravalien*  end  n Hirid heads  ;  the  former  conreiviny 

-ca:  til-*  lini;n«»  ri^en  to  the  demons,  wras  in  consequenre  of 

!»  m  'VvDii  df>i<ecration  of  the  Kinft'ii  Airoitureand  aiwrtmonTs. 

•  ''•4i'ih»  ritizen*  of  Woodntock  almost  adored  the  supiwsed 
fftrtt  a»  afncers  of  the  rauw  of  royalty  ;  while  the  friends 
tf  I'.-  P«H  lament,  on  the  other  hand,  impnied  to  the  mHllce  of 
»  A  n'l  the  obstruct  inn  of  tba  pious  work,  as  tliey  judged  that 
■  ■  •'!  Tii*r  had  in  hand.  .        .  .     .   ^ 

A-  "if  ri*k  of  f*ru\onting  a  ranoas  quotation.  I  include  a 
11"  '■■  fvi'>  from  Mr  Hone's  Every-ilar  Book. 

r*.*- h'>no*inih!i-  tli^  Cnmmi4i«ioncrs  arrived  at  Woodstock 

Tf  jt  Ii-ii«^  Ortolv-r  I3th,  and  took  ap  tlieir  renidence  in  the 

4  -*'■  ow  n  rnom'.     His  .Majesty's  bedcliarobor  they  mode  their 

•  *-  *«   t'tr-  rugiicil  hall  I  heir  pantry,  and  the  pn>sence-cliam- 

^  ■<<  r»,f  p:ai*e  where  they  Mt  for  dispatch  of  busincii.    His 

Mi>-'T'*  dinmrrf»om  they  made  tlieir  wood-yard,  and  stowed 

'  ^-r>,  no  o'h^r  wood  but  that  of  the  (kmoutf  Koyal  (>nk  from 

ai' Hifii  Parle    which,  that  nothine  might  he  left  with  the 

-;r<  ..f  fh-  K'inr  aN^ut  it,  they  had  dof  up  by  tlio  roots,  and 

:;-irrf  UP  riio  fifotii  for  their  firing.  ..      . 

'   •'■  iS^r  icth      This  day  they  first  sat  for  tlie  dispatch  of 

'TTirt     In  th«»'  midst  of  their  first  debate  there  entered  a 

I  TV  N'jrk  diir.  tm»  they  ihouirlit,)  which  madea  ternble  howl 

"t  'i\--tit'nmd  two  or  three  of  their  chairs, and  doing  some 

•M'  i*ani»e*   went  under  tlie  bed.  and  there  gnawed  the  cords. 

7*4  <-iK,r  irTi*  while  c*intinued  ron^tantly  shut,  when.  aHer 

mr^^  'Aonr  ihr««  hour*,  Giloa  Bharp,  their  secretary.  I iKiking 

nSs'h"  bed   pereei «t*l  that  the  creat are  was  vanished,  and 

£^1  cl.teof  mf?'  "•■t  ilM.  «rrants  had  hid  thero  was  un- 

itLK*^  .nd  ;h»winff  thorn  to  their  honours,  thay  were  all con- 

I^^.         ™iH  Sf  no  real  do*  eoocemed  in  the  caae ;  the 

i?G.«3.^  di^  «S«  S  h.  ait.  to  hi.  cartain  knowtedge. 


thee  was  do(. 
'  Oeiobar  irilL 


AMthmr 


Ihia  day  aittinf  at  dinnar  in  a 


lower  room,  they  heard  plainly  the  noise  of  persons  walking 
over  head,  though  tlipy  well  knew  the  doors  were  all  locked, 
and  there  could  he  none  there.  Presently  after  titey  heard  alao 
all  the  wood  of  the  King's  Oak  brought  byjNircds  from  tlie 
dinlnc-room,  and  thrown  with  great  violence  into  the  prasenoe- 
chamber.  a<  .ilso  the  chairs,  stools,  tables,  and  olhur  iiimitiirD, 
forcibly  hurled  about  the  room,  their  own  papers  of  llie  minutes 
of  their  transactions  torn,  and  the  ink-glass  broken.  Wlien  all 
this  had  some  time  ceaaJBd,  tlie  said  Giles  proposed  to  enter  flrat 
into  these  rooms,  and,  in  presence  of  the  Commissioners,  of 
whom  he  received  the  key,  he  opened  the  door  and  entered  tha 
room,  their  honour*  following  him.  He  there  found  tlie  wood 
strewed  about  Uie  n>om,  the  chairs  tossed  about  and  broken, 
the  papers  torn,  and  the  ink-glass  broken  over  ihem  all,  as  they 
had  lic^rd,  yet  no  fiMitsteps  appeared  of  any  pers«)n  whatever 
being  there,  nor  had  the  doors  e\-er  been  opcacd  to  admit  or  let 
j  out  any  person*  since  their  honours  were  last  tliere.  It  waa 
I  therefore  voted,  ana.  eon.,  that  the  person  who  did  this  mis- 
chief could  have  entered  no  other  way  than  at  tha  keyhole  of 
the  said  doors. 

"  In  the  night  following  this  snme  day.  the  said  Giles,  and 
two  oUier  of  the  Comniissioncn'  scr%'ants,  ns  thr/  were  in  bed 
in  the  same  room  with  their  honours,  had  iheir  bed's  feet  lift^ 
up  so  much  higher  than  tli4>ir  heads,  that  they  expected  to  have 
their  necks  broken,  and  then  they  were  let  fall  al  oncu  with 
such  violence  as  shook  them  up  fhim  tlie  bed  tfi  a  good  dis- 
tance ;  and  this  was  roiicated  many  times,  their  honours  being 
amazed  spectators  of  it.  In  the  morning  the  bedsteads  nere 
found  crarkcd  and  broken,  and  the  said  Giles  and  his  fellows 
declared  they  were  sore  to  tlM-  bones  witli  the  tossing  and  jolt- 
ing of  the  beds 

^'  Ortober  Iftli.  At  they  were  all  in  bed  together,  the  can- 
dles were  all  blown  out  together  with  a  sulphurous  smell,  and 
iniitantly  many  trenclicra  of  wood  were  hurled  about  tlie  room  ; 
and  one  of  th"m  putting  his  lieail  above  the  clothes,  had  nut 
letA  than  six  tliniwn  at  him,  which  wounded  him  very  grie- 
vously. In  the  morning  the  trenchers  were  all  found  l)ing 
about  tlic  room,  and  were  observed  to  be  the  same  tlioy  had 
eaten  on  the  Jay  before,  ixine  being  found  remaiiiin?  in  tha 
pantry. 

"  October  90tli.  This  night  (ho  randies  were  pul  out  as  be- 
fore :  the  curtains  of  the  bed  in  which  tlieir  honours  Iny,  were 
drawn  to  and  fro  many  tim«>s  with  great  violence :  their  ho- 
nours received  many  cruel  blows,  and  were  much  bruised  beside, 
with  eij^ht  great  (lewter  dishes,  and  three  dozen  wooden  trench- 
ers, which  H-ere  thronn  on  the  bed,  and  afterwards  lieard  rolling 
about  the  room. 

"  Many  times  also  this  night  they  hoard  the  forcible  fUliog 
of  many  fagots  by  their  bed-side,  but  in  the  morning  no  fkgofa 
were  founa  tliere,  no  dislies  or  trenchers  were  tliere  aeen  either ; 
and  the  aforesaid  Giles  attests,  that  by  their  dilfenmt  arranging 
in  the  pantry,  tliey  had  assuredly  been  taken  thence,  and  after 
put  there  again. 

"  Ortober  VlsL  The  keeper  of  their  ordinary  and  his  bitch 
lay  with  them  :  This  nielif  they  had  no  disturbance. 

''October  99d.  Camlleii  put  out  as  before.  They  had  the 
said  bitch  with  them  again,  but  were  not  by  that  |>rotRcted  ; 
the  bitch  set  up  a  very  piteous  cry  ;  the  clothes  of  tlieir  beds 
were  all  i>ullcd  off.  and  the  brirks,  without  any  wind,  were 
throu-n  off* the  chimney  toi>s  into  the  midst. 

"  October  2'4ih.  The  candles  put  out  as  before.  They  thought 
all  the  wood  of  the  Kina's  Oak  was  violently  thrown  down  br 
their  betlsides:  they  counted  sixty-four  fugota  that  fell  with 
ne.it  violence,  and  some  hit  and  shook  the  bed,— but  in  the 
momiftg  none  were  found  there,  nor  the  door  of  the  room  opened 
in  which  the  said  fagot.'  were. 

"  October  astli.  The  candles  put  out  as  before.  Tlie  curtatna 
of  the  bed  in  the  drawing-room  were  many  times  iforcibly 
drawn  :  the  wood  thrown  out  as  before :  a  terrible  crack  like 
thunder  was  heard  ;  and  one  of  the  servants,  lunning  to  see  if 
his  master  was  not  killed,  found,  at  his  return,  three  dozen 
trenrhern  laid  Kino«)tlily  u)Km  his  lied  under  the  quilt. 

"  October  «th.  The  beds  were  shnkim  as  before  j  the  win- 
dow s  womed  all  broken  to  i«ieces.  and  gln«s  fill  m  vast  quanti- 
ties all  about  the  room.  In  the  morning  iliey  found  the  windows 
all  whole,  but  the  floor  stn>wed  with  broken  glass,  which  they 
gathered  and  Inid  by. 

"October  Mill.  At  midnight  candles  went  out  ns  before: 
something  walked  majestically  througli  the  room,  and  niiened 
and  ahut  the  wimlow  ;  rreat  stonet  wore  'hrown  violently  into 
the  room,  some  whereof  fell  on  the  beds,  others  on  ti.e  floor  i 
and  about  a  quarter  after  one,  n  noise  was  heurd  as  of  forlv 
cannon  discharged  toaether.  and  again  repoatt-d  nt  about  eigl't 
minutes'  distance.  This  alarmed  and  raised  all  the  ueighhouf 
hood.  who.  coming  into  their  honours'  mom,  gathered  up  tha 
great  stones,  fourscore  in  number,  many  of  them  like  ronimoa 
pebbles  and  boulters,  and  laid  them  by,  where  thev  are  to  l« 
seen  to  this  day,  at  a  comer  of  th<'  adjoining  field,  fhis  noise, 
like  The  discharge  of  cannon,  was  heard  thniiighout  the  conn* 
try  for  sixteen  miles  round.  Dunne  theae  noiaes.  which  v.cn 
heard  in  both  rooms  together,  both  the  commissioners  and  their 
servants  gave  one  another  over  for  lost,  and  cried  out  for  help: 
and  Giles  Sharp,  snatchinf  up  a  sword,  had  well  nigh  killed 
one  of  their  honours,  taking  him  for  tha  spirit  aa  tie  came  id 
his  shirt  into  tha  room.    While  thay  ware  togethar,  tlia  ooiat 
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andCarelene .  and  after  a  little  pauM*,  as  it  were,  tlie  bed-cur- 
tains, lx)ih  at  sidrs  and  feet,  were  drawn  up  and  down  slowlj, 
then  faster  apain  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  then  from  end  to 
end  as  fant  an  imngination  can  fnncie  the  njiininr  of  ilie  rin^, 
then  sh»kcd  it  tlie  bedn,  a^  if  tho  joints  thereof  had  rrnckt  ;  ' 
then  walkt  thethinfr  into  the  bedchiinriber.  and  mi  plaited  with 
those  b«'ds  theru  •,  thfti  took  up  ei<ht  pi«winr  dishe*.  and  bniilod  [ 
them  about  ihe  room  and  ovi-r  the  hcrvanlD  in  tiiv  (nickle-bedd :  ■ 
then  sometimes  wprtf  the  dirthi>ii  luken  up  and  thrown  rruitse 
the  hi2h  beds  and  acainiii  the  wall*,  and  so  murli  battea>d  ; 
but  there  were  more  di>hi.>s  u  h<'rein  wa;*  nittnt  in  thr  same  room, 
that  were  not  at  all  removvd.  Durini;  thii>.  in  the  prcMnce- 
chamber  there  was  Httanpcr  nolM:  of  wci^htio  thinfn*  thrown 
down,  and.  n*  the)*  mupihim  d.  iiu-  flrHit  of  the  Kin«!'!<  Oak  did 
roul  about  the  mom.  yet  nt  ilii*  wontiid  hour  went  away,  and 
left  them  to  take  re^t  ^uch  a  si  thfjr  rduld. 

Octoorr  Vid  Hnili  mmi  of  b*'inp  wt  d«iwti  :  iho  offirors.  im- 
ployed  in  tlii'irwork  fartlierofl.rnini'  n'»i  ihiii  day  tuWoodnlock. 

OctdbfTVSd.  TlioM- that  htd^'ed  in  the  wiihilrHwing-room.  in 
the  mJiUt  of  the  nif  ht  wm>  awakened  with  tin'  rrackinf  of 
fire,  a»  if  it  had  been  wiih  thorns  and  Ki-nrks  nf  fire  burninp, 
wheriupiin  they  KUfipos^'d  ilmt  the  tirdflinni^HT  had  taken  hre. 
and  Ii«tnin7  to  it  furtin-r.  thoy  licird  iMiMf  fi'llowi  in  bfd  pndly 
Itroan,  wliirh  fave  thrm  to  mvM'OH'  th»'y  inieht  Im*  mlTocnted  ; 
wherefoiu  tliey  called  iiihui  ihinr  MTvmiiit  to  make  all  iH>«=iblp 
ha»te  to  help  them.  Wluii  th"  two  mtvmiiIs  wire  rome  m.  ilicy 
found  all  asleep,  ana  no  broiiirlit  hark  word,  bui  ihat  ilicre  were 
no  bedclothcn  uim^h  them;  uliorcfum  they  wi-ro  i*nl  bnrk  to 
cover  Iheni.  and  to  ^tir  up  nml  niemi  the  fin-.  When  «he  mr- 
vant*  had  coventl  tln-m  and  worn  ronK-  fi»  the  chimtii'y,  in  the 
corners  ihey  found  Iheir  wearini?  apjvirrel,  boni-*,  and  xtockings. 
hiittlipy  had  no  smmer  tourlit  tlif  einher!',  when  the  firebrands 
flew  about  their  ennj  so  f;ist.  thnlnwiiy  ran  lliey  into  tin;  oiher 
room  for  thn  ulielterof  tlieir  povrr-liiN  .  ihen  nflir  tliem  walkt 
■oinethinf  tliatstainpt  ahimt  tli«  rtjoni  a-*  if  it  hod  been  exceed- 
ing anirry,  and  likewise  thn«w  ab<mi  the  trvnchcm.  platlerii,  and 
all  such  things  in  the  nmm-aiU'r  two  hours  went  out,  yet 
stampt  apain  over  tln'ir  ht-ad-i 

Of/nVr  'iUh.    Thi'y  hidt-cd  all  ahrond. 

OcifbfT  a.>rt.  Tins  art.Tii 1  wun  come  unto  them  Mr.  Ri- 
chard C'rmik  the  lawyi»r.  hnith.  r  lo  C'apiniii  t'lonk.  and  now  de- 
6utr- steward  of  the  mniinor  nnin  Cupiain  Par«4ini  and  Muior 
Utier,  who  had  put  out  ."^Ir  Hyann.  hn  niajcsitiL-'f  tiflirer.  To 
eotertam  this  new  CMv*i.  thr  t'omminmoner^  cbhumI  a  very  rreat 
fire  to  be  made,  of  ii«.'«'r  the  rhimney  full  nf  wood  of  ilie  King's 
oak.  and  he  waslodgrrl  m  the  withdraw in^-riMim  with  hiii  bro- 
ther, and  hiSM>r«niit  in  lhi>  itrmie  rnnni.  Ahoiii  the  midst  of  the  I 
night  a  wonderful  kiiorkiiiL'  was  heard,  and  into  the  room  j 
aoniethinc  did  ru>li.  which  •■■iininit  tn  iho  rliiiiiney-bide,  dadit 
out  tlif  hre  aii  witli  ih«>  staniii  of  xoine  pnidiiriousi  foot,  tlien 
threw  down  cuch  weiiility  i-iuire,  wimt  ere  it  wa>i,  (they  took  it 
to  be  the  residue  of  the  rleOH  and  roi>i^  of  the  King's  Oak.) 
clom  by  the  b<>dinde,  lliai  Ilie  houne  and  iH'd  ^llook  with  it. 
Captain  Corkainc  and  liiii  ffilow  nniHO,  and  tmik  llii>ir  swordi; 
to  ro  unto  the  CniokH.  The  noiwc  iTatcd  at  their  riding,  so  that 
they  came  in  tho  d«Mir  and  called.  The  two  hrothern,  though  i 
fully  awaked, and  he.ird  llieni  rnll,  were  so  ainared.  thai  th«-v 
made  no  an-iwer  until  Captain  t'neknino  hiid  nr.oven'd  the  bold- 
ness to  c;dl  \i!ry  Inuii,  and  ciinie  unto  the  h»•(|^ide  ;  then  faintly 
flrnt.  after  seine  iiinre  n'<!>uniiire,  tlii>y  rnn>e  to  undrr^tnnd  one  nn- 
oiher.  flibl  coniforiel  tin;  liiw)er.  Wlnlhl  tliH  wnn  thUH.no  noiite 
•VIM  hc<ird,  wliirh  mui'i'  thciii  think  liiM  time  wii^  I'IiaI  of  that 
iiipht'-:rouble,fOth:i(.un<*r  itniiii-  litth!  riinfi'reni'<*.  they  applied 
llieiiiMi-liev to tnke Mune n-tt.  When < 'aptain < 'in'kaine wa^eoiiio 
toliwown  b4>4l.  whii'li  lu^  Iwtd  li'ft  o|>i-n.  he  fiMind  it  rlci;<ely  co- 
i-en'd.  which  he  much  won'lcn'il  a(  :  l-iit  turniiiir  the  clothe* 
down.  an<i  opfniiiir  it  to  git  in.  In*  fnuml  llir  lowi-r  nhti'i  strew- 
ed ovfr  Willi  in-iielivr-'.  Tlinr  wlnde  thn-i-  do/i-iiit  of  trenchers 
were  orderly  dii4pojii>d  Iwiwrni  ih<>  ^iMi-t-i.  which  hi' and  his  fel- 
low eridi'a%'Ouriiir  to  ra^t  oiil.  micIi  hoim*  tiumi  ahoiit  Ihe  r(M)m, 
that  they  were  glad  to  p>t  into  bed  with  hoiiu*  nf  thr  trt-nchers. 
The  iioii<e  lasted  a  full  half  hour  nnrrilii-<  Thti<eiiri<rtninment 
Mf  dl  did  lik«)  Hk'  law-\>  r.  and  hi'ini:  not  i-o  wHI  sluilied  in  the 
piiini  a-«  to  re.solvi-  this  the  dcvil'ii  l.iu-  cn-e,  ih.ii  he  rii>xt  day 
resolved  to  be  ifone  :  hut  hnvinir  not  dif^parrhi  nil  that  ho  came 
for,  i-rofit  and  F>eiswa<<i(in:4  pi<-> ailed  with  him  to>-tny  tho  other 
hearing,  nu  that  he  lodged  as  he  tiid  the  iiiirhl  li«;fiire. 

(A-fiiVr  2«/ft.  Thin  ni'hteach  room  wait  bet  ii:r  fnrni-hed  with 
flro  and  candle  than  before;  yet  about  tw-eU-e  at  nicht  came 
something  in  that  da>ilit  all  mit.  then  did  walk  about  Ihe  room, 
makinR  a  noise,  not  to  b«*  set  forth  hy  thfcotniiariiiin  with  any 
other  thing :  somciinns  caim*  it  to  tho  iHsilHideH  ami  dn>w  the 
curtains  to  and  fro.  ilivn  twerlu  them,  then  walk  about  again, 
and  tiMum  to  thit  bed-postn,  ^hake  iheni  with  ail  thu  bed,  lio  that 
thev  in  l>e4l  were  put  ii>  hohl  one  u|Kin  the  other,  then 
walk  about  the  room  again,  and  cohh*  to  Ihe  ^ervHnis'  bed.  and 
gniw  and  serntrli  th«>  waiiKrot  hfnd.  and  ^haki-  altogether  in 
tHnr  ro<im  ;  at  tli<;  tune  u(  this  Idling  in  doing,  they  in  the  bod- 
e.luunber  heani  >uch  )itran:'e  <ir(>ppingdiiwn  from  the  ronf  of  the 
room,  that  Ihey  KUppo'''i|  'twa«  like  the  fnll  of  money  h>  the 
sound,  faptain  Oickain".  not  frighimed  w  ith  fo  Miiall  a  noise, 
fand  lying  near  the  ehiiniiev.)  Ktrpi  out  and  made  >hift  tn  light 
•  candle,  bv  Ihe  light  nf  which  h<>  (H-rceived  the  nMiin  ^trf•wed 
over  with  bmk<^n  glars.  green,  and  Mime  of  it  as  it  were  pieces 
of  broken  liottlesi :  he  had  not  long  l>ei'ii  coiixtdermK  what  it 
was,  when  suddenly  \\\*  cnndle  wai  hit  our.  and  gla^4t1ew  about 
tho  room,  that  he  maile  liii-«rn  to  the  proteriion  of  the  cx>\'er- 
lets  :  tho  noiw>  of  thundering  roiie  inoro  hidi-ous  Uieii  nt  any 
time  l>Hfore  i  yel.  at  a  o^rtnin  timi>,  all  vanish!  into  calmness. 
The  morning  after  was  the  clafS  about  tho  room,  which  the 
maid  thut  was  to  make  clean  the  nMimMnwept  up  into  a  comer, 
and  many  came  to  ■•en  it.  But  Mr.  Itichard  (.'nuik  would  atay 
no  longvir,  yet  itn  he  siopt,  going  thrrmgh  WnodHtock  town,  he 
wax  there  heanl  to  «uy,  that  he  would  not  lodgu  amongst  them 
another  night  fur  a  feti  of  I,.500. 

fjetndrr  S7f4.  The  Commissi  oners  had  not  yet  done  their  wmrfc, 
wherefore  Iboy  must  stay  ;  and  beinjtll  men  of  Uie  aword,  tliey 


must  not  seem  afhiid  to  encounter  with  any  thiDg,  though  it  be 
the  devil :  ihcrefure.  w  ith  piBtol*  charged,  and  drawn  swonlB 
laied  by  their  bedside^,  they  applied  iturmaelves  to  takebouM 
reat,  when  something  in  thf>  niidit  of  night,  so  opened  and  shut 
the  window  caMrments  with  such  rlaps,  that  it  awakened  all 
thai  slept :  S4mie  of  them  r<'<:'pine  out  tn  look  what  was  tlM 
matter  with  the  windows.  Atones  flew  about  the  rooms  as  iC 
hurled  with  many  hunds  ;  mnie  hit  ti.e  walls,  and  soiue  tbi 
bedf' heads  clopenho^e  the  |iillow-s.i  he  dints  of  which  were  thea 
and  yet  (it  is  cwncei\t'ii)  arc  tn  bo  seen,  thus  sonieiiinc  throw- 
ing stones,  and  Munetinie  luziking  thundering  iinise ;  for  two 
hours s|>ace  it  ceast.and  nil  wabguiet  till  the  mom.  After tlitir 
rising,  and  the  maid  nrnw  m  to  inuke  Ihe  tire,  they  looked 
about  Hie  rooms  ;  lli"y  fmind  fourscore  sloms  brought  in  thit 
night,  and  gome  io  lay  ilum  ti<cether  in  the  cnrner  wliere  the 
glaiis  (hefon>  mentioned)  tuid  ti-<-n  swciit  up.  they  fnund  that 
every  piece  of  glai>M  had  Li-«-n  earnetl  away  that  nirht.  Many 
fieople  came  ne«t  dny  to  t-co  liie  siont-k.  and  all  oh»er%ed  that 
they  were  not  of  huch  kind  of  stune^  aii  are  naturnlj  in  tha 
cuuntrey  thereabout ;  Willi  llieso  were  noise  like  claps  of  thun- 
der, or  report  of  cannun  planted  againrt  the  rooms,  heard  by 
all  Ihat  ItKlgcd  in  Ihe  outer  cuiirta.  to  their  astonishment,  and 
at  WiifKistiick  town,  tiiki-n  to  he  thunder. 

fvr.vr  i'ifh  Thm  ni/lii.  both  sirunpe  and  riifTering  noise 
from  the  former  tir^t  awiikrncd  rnptain  Hart,  who  hidged  la 
th<>  hi-drhaniber,  who.  hrnring  Koe  and  Crown  to  grtmn.  called 
out  Io  (.  ockaine  and  Crook  to  conip  and  help  tln-m,  for  Hart 
coiilil  not  stir  liiniM-lf ;  Cockaine  would  faino  1  .ive  hnawereil, 
hill  he  could  not,  or  look  about  :  boiiHShing,  hit  thought,  stof  t 
both  his  breath  anil  held  down  his  eielidii.  Amayed  thus,  he 
•iniggles  and  kickr  about,  till  he  hnd  awaked  Captain  Crook, 
who.  half  aiilei'p,  grtw-  \ery  angry  at  his  kicks,  end  multiplied 
words,  it  grew  to  an  appointment  in  the  field  :  hut  this  fully 
recovered  rockaine  to  rcmembiT  that  Captain  Hart  had  called 
for  help,  wliercfore  to  ihcni  he  ran  in  the  other  room,  whom  he 
found  t^adly  erouning,  wliere.  scraping  in  the  chimney,  he  both 
found  a  candle  and  tire  to  light  it :  but  had  not  guno  two  steps, 
wlieti  Komethinr  blew  tho  candle  out.  and  threw  him  in  the 
chair  by  the  bednidf.  when  prem^ntly  cried  out  Ciiptam  Care* 
less*',  with  a  most  pitiful  »oice.  "Come  hither.  O  couie  hither, 
brother  Cockaine.  the  Ihint:'*  gone  of  me.'*  Cockaine,  scarop 
>x't  liim*4>lf.  helpt  to  «-t  liiin  up  in  his  bed.  and  after  Captoio 
Hart,  and  ha  vine  srnrce  done  that  to  them,  and  also  lu  the 
other  two,  thry  heard  Caiitain  Crook  cryinc  f>ut,  as  if  tome- 
tiling  had  been  killing  Iiini.  Cockaine  ^natcht  up  the  swiord 
that  lay  by  their  bed.  iind  ran  into  the  room  to  ta\e  Crook,  but 
was  in  much  more  hkel  vliood  to  kill  him.  for  at  hi^  riiming,  the 
ihinj;  that  preKHiMl  Crook  went  of  hini.  at  which  Crook  started 
out  of  his  bed,  whom  Corkaine  thought  a  spirit,  made  at  him, 
at  which  Crook  cried  oui  "  Lord  help.  Lord  sa\e  me ;"  Cockaine 
let  fall  his  hand,  and  Cniok,  embracing  Cockaine,  dficired  his 
reconcilement,  giving  him  many  thanks  for  his  deliierance. 
Then  roM>  they  all  and  come  together,  disrouriied  sometimes 
giidly  and  sometiines  prnied.  for  all  tliisi  while  was  there  saeh 
stamping  over  the  roof  of  the  houFC,  as  if  lUOO  horse  had  them 
t>eeii  trolling :  thi^  iii;.'lit  all  the  »loneH  brought  in  the  night  be- 
fore, and  laid  up  in  the  withdrawing-rooni.  were  all  earned 
again  away  by  that  which  brought  them  in,  which  at  liie 
w<intAd  time  left  of.  and.  as  it  were,  went  out.  and  »o  away. 

(Jf'r.yrrwfh.  Their  hH«ine»fr  having  now  received  no  maeli 
fijrwnrdneH-e  as  tti  be  nei-r  diRi'iilrht.  tl;ey  encoiiragt'd  one  the 
other,  and  n'ncdtud  Io  iry  further;  therefon'.  they  pr«ttided 
monslielitrf  and  tire^.  and  fiiither.  for  their  nHsivtaiiee.  pn'vailed 
with  their  unlinary  ket-iter  to  lodre  anionrrt  tlietn.  and  bring 
hilt  maMivo  bitch  :  .'iiid  it  wns  Mi  this  night  wiih  them,  tliat 
they  had  no  di»liirban'<i*  ,it  nil. 

i)''!ithfr  Mih.  K«)  well  tln'y  had  pn«scd  the  night  liefore,  that 
thiri  night  tli<-y  went  to  bed,  conlJdent  and  carelerse ;  uoUll 
about  twelve  of  the  rlock,  •loinething  knockl  at  the  door  a*  with 
a  sniiihS  gn>Nt  hnmnier.  but  with  such  forci'  hs  if  it  had  eicft 
the  fhKir ;  then  eni'nd  >onieihing  like  a  liear.  hut  Ke«iird  to  swell 
iiior^f  bic,  am!  walkt  nliont  the  room,  and  out  of  oiic  room  into 
tlH>  oilier.  treailiiiL' Ml  heavily,  as  the  tloarv  hnd  not  been  strong 
eiKiiigh  In  Ix-.ir  it.  When  it  came  into  tho  bedchamber,  it 
daslii  afrainit  tho  beds'  heads  some  kind  of  irlasa  veswoll,  that 
bniko  in  hundry  pieeeH,  and  sometimes  would  take  up  tluMt 
picci's.  and  linrle  them  about  the  room,  and  into  tho  other  roon; 
and  w  hen  it  did  not  hiirle  the  glasse  at  their  licads,  it  did  striki 
upon  the  tables,  as  if  many  smiths,  with  their  greatest  hammen, 
had  iH-en  laying  on  as  ui>on  an  anvil :  M>metimc#  it  thnnpt 
against  the  walls  as  if  it  would  beat  a  hole  through  ;  then  apea 
tlieir  heads,  huch  iilainping.  as  if  the  roof  of  Ihe  house  were  beat- 
ing down  uiHin  their  heaiU  ;  and  having  done  thus,  dunng  tlw 
s|tace  (as  was  conjeciiinHl)  of  two  hours,  it  ceased  and  Taoish- 
ed.  hut  with  a  more  tierct'  shutting  of  Hh*  donr«  tban  at  aiiy  tint 
before.  In  the  nioniing  they  found  the  piece«  of  glass  about 
the  room,  and  obM>r%ed,  that  it  was  much  difTerinr  fhw  tiiat 
glasse  brought  in  three  nightu  b«>fore,  this  bein^  of  a  mnrh 
thicker  Hubstance,  which  hCvcraH  persons  which  came  in 
carried  away  home  pieces  rif.  The  Commissioners  were  in 
debate  of  lodnm:  there  no  more  :  but  all  their  buHineaee  was 
not  done,  nnd  Koiiie  of  them  wero  so  conceited  as  to  believe,  and 
to  attribute  the  rc^t  they  (iijojed,  the  ni;rht  liefore  this  left 
until  Ihe  niasiivo  bitrh;  wherefore.  Ihey  iei«ol\od  to  get  more 
company,  and  the  mahiive  bitch,  aiid  try  anotlier  night. 

(>eu-tnVi\nt.  Tliih  night,  the  fires  and  lights  pretiared.  the 
ordinary  kn-per  and  bin  bitch,  with  another  man  prniwadedby 
him,  they  all  look  their  beds  and  fell  asleep  But  about  twelve 
at  night,  such  rapping  was  on  all  sides  of  them,  that  it  wakm- 
i>d  all  of  them  :  as  the  doors  did  seem  to  oi>en,  the  moitivt 
bitch  fell  fearfnlly  a  yelling,  and  prevently  ran  fiercely  into  the 
t>etl  to  them  in  tJie  tnicklebed;  as  the  thing  came  by  the  table,  it 
stiuck  soflfTce  a  blow  on  that.as  that  it  made  the  franve  to  croot. 
then  toi>k  the  warming-iion  from  ofT  the  table,  and  stroke  it 
against  the  walla  with  so  much  force  as  tliat  It  wae  lieat  flat  to 
gettier,  lid  and  bottom-  Now  were  tlicy  hit  oe  they  lay  covered 
over  head  and  eon  within  tJie  bed-cIoUwi.    Coptun  Coretaia 
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vu  latea  a  aoond  blow  on  the  liraci  with  the  khouldcr-blado 
tone  of  ft  d«ad  horso.  (twrore  iher  hod  been  but  tlirown  nt. 
vtica  tlicr  pe«pt  up.  and  iiiiki  ;)  Bruwne  had  a  ulircwi'd  bluw  (ni 
tw  l«c  witli  !hc  backburi':.  and  .innUMT  uii  Uic  licnil,  mid  i-mt) 
one  or  ih«:n  fell  •«\\rnl|  L>li>ws  (if  bnneit  and  niutiex  throueli 
tr^  bc-1  c'D'hea.  r>ir  nt»w  tlh.'!<*.'  thinir^  wvn*  thri»Mii  h^  rnun  an 
Bnf;>':.aad  rii.it  nn:'/inl  firthrr  mi«chi<rf :  lh>;  ^Idii'm  rti'w  in  nt 
mihiow  ak  It.- it  out  of  a  cjii,  nor  waj  ihe  buriiH  li>p<M.<  diA  frdin 
«iiL34  :  than  of  n  rinniin.  and  all  tlic  witiduw*  bri»kfn  'town. 
K  f .»  u  in:;  Uu'  ni/p  "f  thv  tiiinir^  did  rca>>.>,  and  lli:>  linn::  m  olkt 
c^  !>•'  <fowii.  (.'  iptam  ('o'*k(kinc  and  Harl  rrii-d  out,  In  llir  n-'iinc 
of  i:ie  ra'ii>-r.  .■>  ill.  Hnd  Hilly  Uhunt.  what  arc  ymi )  Whai 
wTu^d  ;<Hi  ij;-vi- I  Whit  bjvc  we  'lone  thiti  yuu  di^iuili  u« 
■Jii»r  .Nij  *i»!iA-  Ti'jiltfd.  in*  till.'  L'nptain*  a.-inl.  yer  Boni<-  nf  ili'» 
«nrant<  hn^e  saiil  ottiorMiM.-,)  iind  IIk*  i!'»i!<  conitt.  HiTru|M>n 
Ci^tair.  Hart  Hiid  i.'ui-kainu  rii#>',  wliulay  in  [\\"  lirdrlinnibiT, 
r;n^ir«dilieArf  and  I  ifflif*,  and  uiH*  great  candle,  inn  rnn<it'4i  irk, 
Vwy  p'acM  in  tiic  dcNif.  thai  nniflit  be«een  by  tiivni  in  imih  tin: 
lytr:*.  >i  jyi^iiiiiT  were  tluy  ?ui  to  bed,  but  ilir  nmiii-  aru«'iMi 
all  v-U*  Di'irv  loud  ami  iiideotu  than  at  any  time  IH-I'iin'.  inMi- 
BJCIi  £•  (!•*  II '0  Ihr  rnptnin't  nwn  wordf)  it  rotiiriird  and 
^nt'i*.  -^v^n  rtvVK?  u-iiriM^  than  il«*lf :  and  iir^-aMiily  ilit-v  now 
'.<-  cicd!>^  an  I  ''^■idlf«iK-k  in  the  |ta»-iiu'(>  of  Ilu*  diM»r.  dii^lit 
"ii.  :->:lii(  r^>  >r  iif  Ihi'  mo'.n,  by  a  kick  uf  tlu-  liiml'-r  iiiiriii  of  u 
tt'4f .  ani  af!*T  wiili  the  hiM>f  trmli'  out  lh»  hiuIT,  and  m*  dn^ht 
iii:  Ui-  Lf;  !n  the  cliimnn.'".  Aj»  thii*  wa-*  dono,  iIhto  fell,  a« 
r.Tcni&e  -iiislin:;.  u;Min  ilivm  in  rhutrurkiebed*.  i<(if|i  <juanlitiv<i 
of  viUfr,  &4  if  It  iiad  bivn  p*iun!  1  out  of  buckets,  whu-li  i.tiink 
v:-t«  Hiaa  an>  f.-aritily  Mink  could  make;  unit  a^  Huh  wai> 
D  itiitf.  onrnfthinf  cn*pt  und^r  the  hirh  bi-d-i,  (oHt  ilii*ni  ui>  to 
tM  r^/of  vf  liio  li<>ute,  with  tlie  CiiinmiiMioni.'rii  in  thi-in.  until 
Vx--  'jctlen  ot'll.o  i>^d4  wen*  bcali:n  down  u^Min,  and  thr  bednttd- 
i>in>-i  b-nk^  un^U'r  tlit-m  ;  and  h'^rc  «uine  iiiiu-^>  iH'inK  niiidt-. 
'Mi  *l\.  a*  if  vbith  un^*  conavni,  fflarted  up.  ami  ran  down  the 
»]•«  u.inl  liu»y  r.-inw  iiilo  ttie  (NiUnccI  Hull,  wlivre  two  nuty  ni> 
t'srr-jnn?.  bnf  now  wer<.-  fnll-n  aalcep  :  tlinw:  thuy  acao'd  iniirli 
•.th  wak'niiif  «if  them.  ha\inK  been  nmdi  perph-fct  Iwfjiri! 
wtn  fit*  ftrantf.*  noii«".  which  rtiinmonly  was*  taki-ii  l-y  tln-in 
i^'oad  for  thund  T.  !<oni';timC4  for  ruinbline  wiml.  Ih'r»«  the 
C«r.iiiM  and  tli^ir  romi>any  fi»t  fire  and  nandle.  and  every  »>iif 
tiirjnf  tam'-ihiiir  of  either,  they  retnrni-d  into  tho  l*n-jh.-ii«-i'. 
CUnb-r.  Mh>-re  nome  applied  Ihcmiflve*  to  niiiUc  Ihi-  liru, 
rt.f  'rncr-i  fifil  to  prayer*,  and  liavinv  rot  Hum*  rloihfii 
i-'iii  th«n.  they  mivut  the  n-siduc  of  thi*  nirht  in  -incin? 
;«ini«n.1  prayera  ;  durinc  which,  no  iioij-  wan  m  that  mum, 
R:Q>fl*.  'Mdeuurly  munil  atKJUl,  0:4  at  «i>ii>i:  dMtiuire. 

I'«:«u:d  h-tvi;  b-c-ii  told  Ijefori',  1h»w  ihit  \%hi'n  Caplnin 
Rmtnt  n>^  thii<  ni^hr,  fwho  lay  in  the  bedrhiiinber  m-xt  the 
to  J  -.t  f.Mind  t titir  hook  of  vahiuiionst  cr«i-»e  the  onibfrj*  Ainitak  • 
w.  vhKb  hf  an^elii  nn  and  rnitt  u|>on  tho  tablr  thun*.  whirh 
l>*ti(iit  t-^fore  wtiM  lefi  n|>on  the  table  in  the  i^reM-iii-e  amonK^i 
i.'Ar>>t>ier  iiatM-r*  :  tlii«  biink  w.-m  in  the  niornini;  found  a  hind 
!h  Vjnii  ani  hail  burnt  the  rablo  where  it  lay  :  Krowne  t>iu 
cvt  «3>ii,  ii'!  Miiiiht  not  for  a  lUO  and  a  lOO/.  that  it  had  bc^-n 
&*T.a  h-indful  f-jrtlitr. 

Tv*  "i*ht  It  hiptioiu'd  that  there  wtjre  *in  cony -n-alor*. 
»:.■  »rvre  comf  with  Ih'-ir  nel^  and  f«rr«r»  to  llir  cony-burrow!* 
^»R^^^m■■o^l'^  Wt-SI  -.  but  with  tht  noine  ihid  nixlil  fmm  the 
2I:vi--bo'.>'«e  ih'ry  vnn-  ;»» terrified,  tiiat  likv  men  dimrnrted 
■■3r  '!if  r  rin!  ami  l«'f^  i*>«ir  hai(.-s  all  ready  pttclicd.  ri;ady  up, 
tM;  lof-rr^t*'!*!  thf  rtiny-bnrr«»vM«. 

Sm*  i'i.'  C'»m:ni«*i"n';ni.  more  soniiiblc  of  ihiir  danp-r,  on- 
tt-'rtA  in'«r-  n-roiuuly  ot  tiu-ir  safety,  ami  a-.-rfi-d  in  so  and 
Kfrr  vr  'h  Mr  llotTrnan.  the  nriiisterof  Wotiun.  (a  min  not 
•'• «  jn-4n«'*t  not."  for  life  or  lenrninf;,  by  'onir  ri;reinfd  nion- 
liii.  to  Of-iru  (ill*  ndvire,  •oeolhrr  w.th  In*  corniumy  and 
riy«i  Mr  Hutfinun  held  it  too  hir^i  :i  point  to  renolve  on 
liJdeBiT  and  by  lmn**ir,  wlierefore  d«-.-  1  tiino  to  coiwUler 
I9«i  It  whjch  b.'inir  n:rrped  unto,  he  f'li.iiwitli  rodp  to  Mr. 
Jisiii:«Vi  a:i'l  Mr  Wh<-:ir.  ttie  two  m-xr  Ju-iire-i  of  Peace,  to 
f?  ''.a:  war  a.'i^  they  '■••'ibi  pit-e  hen  fir  it  They  both  (a*  'tm 
itiC  fr»«in  thfai«i*e-l  fl:iCiinra?'*d  Mini  »o  b*' h<«i!«lin';  to  the 
Ci«ii*injrivr».  af:i-'»rdinfc' lo  hi- cJlin? 

Cat  nirlai.i  it  I-  tliil  » hrn  ttiey  came  to  fi-lrh  Iiici  toco 
»itii  tii*ni  Mr  HfifTni-in  oiiivn-rfd.  that  hi"  wnu  il  ii'H  lodse 
•^toQ*  nir^it  f.ir  V>  ' ,  njii  t^'inf  a-ked  to  pmy  uiiti  ilunn.  m- 
'i*4  -J9  hiB  handi  and  •aiJ,  itiat  he  would  Notm.dii.u  u^xm  any 


Mr  H'jffhian  refu^sn?  to  nndertnke  the  ■iinncl.  the  Commit- 
mxan  hold  It  not  »-'fe  to  ln'l|«"  where  they  had  In-f-n  thii* 
rifctiia*!  any  lon^'.T.  >"!«  can?':d  all  tlnnpii  to  be  r^mo\ed  ,, 
»•  iitt  rhamKr-  «*ct  ih"  iritcn-Miso,  whwn'  th.'y  "Uiid  but  one 
sifht.  lad  uhat  r.;*r  ilic-y  enjoyed  llierc,  we  li!iv«  but  an  iiMitr 
ia» hUtj.it  -f.  for  ih.-y  went  nwoy -orly  the  next  moininr:  but  if 
18  oar  ite  b^id  fit  t>t  «ot  linwn  wliat  hath  been  iIHivi-hmI  by  the 
Pt»]rtor  oiiier^  t'lt^y  wt:ro  nUo  ih-;  iwmo  niffhl  innrii  nlTnirlit 
tivii'i  dreAJiu:  appar.iion.i,  but  obxtrvnu'  Hint  iln-Ne  pa~niL*e« 
r^'i'itXLh  in  d.*  cir— .  i«»  ''e  al-o  m  PHriinil.ir-  inkin  iioiirp 
of  i-^"t*.»t  ttif-  iriturf  *tf  it  made  not  for  ttn-ir  rvif.  they 
**e!  'j.'xi.^  r.in'--.ilinr  "f  tliim-  fi»r  tl-  liiiun' ■  yj«t  thu  m 
•f-  ^ni«fi  n'.d  .-..'rin.n,  ttntl  the  eaie-ke.|Hi  -  wif,-  wn,  in  mi 
r'U'Kuim-^-r-  ku  hiT  li'.  il.niMl  >"  hrrbi-d-chiiinbi'r  •.u'*h  iiimm'. 
■•t.V 'rf-r  ilulban.l  wa-»  obnve  with  the  rommiMnnifr-,)  that 
t»imid.  ir.  roe  nt-xt  room  to  lier.dur-t  nut  vmfm.  to  n^ist 
*-'ia:aflrri*bfeii  r«ii  «►«*  «"  •^"  comiwny.  and  th-ir  inu*  ir. 
m  fwnd  Uie  »..nmn  (oi  ili.nr  cimmy  iiUBaHpiny  for  breath  : 
nJt-VD^xJ  day  'said.  that  ^h'-  inwninf.utrKrcd  thai,  winch  for 
I"  :*  world  mh"  v»M»il.l  not  bo  hinrd  to  arni'i.    ,       .    _.    , 

Fr&m  ur..vi^T.irlc  th«  C«*niniii'»ioncr*  removed  unto  Ruelme. 
•V*J^*f  il.lm  Vturn-**!  toWoo«Ui,K;k  tlw  Sunday  .e'nniirh I 
■/^  flbe  book  of  Vuluotion*  wantmr  •omellunr  that  waa  for 
Utte  ;.ft  iniM]rr-<-i.>  *JU«  lodfod  not  in  any  of  tho.o  roomi 
•^Ihl^llad  Uin  btfuru.  and  yet  were  nut  unnaito«l  (a^  they 


confKm  tlirmwIvTb)  by  the  deril.  whom  ihcy  called  tlieir  niphtljr 
ffueiit ;  Captain  Crunk  rainf  nut  untill  Tuv<>day  nijcht.  and  how 
Uf  KiH'd  that  iiiffht  th«>  mite  ki.c-iierN  wifu  ran  till  if  she  dareth, 
but  whnt  i>hi'  hatli  uhi«|i^r«-il  to  li>>r  i.*'.>4ip?.  ■>lin||  not  bu  made 
a  part  of  Hiim  our  nanntixr.  nor  many  inon-  inrlirninri  which 
hax'o  fallen  from  llif  Commio-ioniTA  lht>m!>t>|vi'y  jiiid  their  tpr- 
vani'i  to  othi-r  irorKonrt  ,  they  niu  all  or  mont  of  ihi-ni  aiixc,  and 
m.ny  adil  to  ii  uImmi  ihry  pi.  n-ic,  and  sun-ly  huvf  not  u  betti:r 
way  to  be  rexvnp'd  of  bmi  ulii>  iroublt-ti  ihi<m.  Ihan  a"curdinf 
to  iliK  protfrli.  lell  iruih  mid  •hum«  tbe<<i-til. 

Then;  r«  iiminH  lhii<  obTriiilifn  (o  In*  inlili  d.  ihnt  on  a  Wed- 
lifHiiny  moriiiii;.'  all  iIu'm-  i>ll'ici'r<  ui-nt  uuii>  :  un.l  tliiil  vince 
ihiMi  di\i-r<i-  prr>iiii>  oi'  iii\i>r:ill  <in't!'.lH  «.  li:i\i-  Iml^-i-d  often 
and  hoiii>-liini'!«  Ion;:  in  Hm'  piiiiie  rooii)>,  Imih  in  lliv  pro^cn<:p, 
witliiir;iwiM!:roiiiii,  ami  tH-driitim>HT  In  lunirin?  unto  li<ii  linr.rea 
Mnji-Hly  :  yd  ni>n<>  liavi'  li.id  th<:  U-ai't  •hi'turb.iMrf.  or  brard  tlio 
vmalleiit  ip)i-e,  for  which  the  rouxe  Ma^  iioi  (i«  oriimaiy  at  ap- 
parent, UACi'Pt  (hfComm!M>ioni  ryand  thi-irroini.uny.  who  came 
in  onli<r  to  thr  nlirnniiuirunii  pulling  down  tin-  houM.>,  uhich  ia 
wvlinigli  [lerfonni-d. 

A  SIlUKr  .-•PUVFY  OF  WnOMSTOCK,   NOT  T.^K^N   MY  ANY  OF  TUM 

ri:r(>i(K  MENnoNro  roMMi*«s:i.iM. '!:■.• 

Tlie  noh1«  *nat.  ralh-d  Wo«»di«tork.  w  one  of  tho  ancient 
honour*  iN'iiHitriinr  l«»  Ihr  crown.  S:\i!iiill  inniiiior«  ov\«*  wilo 
and  nerviri!  i<i  tin;  plai*e  :  but  the  cu-iom  <it  ihu  citiinirey  eivinf 
It  but  tho  tiiU'  of  a  iniiiinur,  wr  rhall  unr  wiili  Mum  to  be  tlie 
better  umlvriitood. 

Till*  mnnnorhou*e  halh  N><>|)  n  liiro;  fab^u'l;,  and  nrrounted 
aiiioiiriti  hif  iniijiMii-V  riiandin;:  Iiihim-k.  I>c<-.iii<i>  tlirrc  waa  al- 
wuie^  kepi  n  -lanilinu'  fun-.iturc.  Thiit  irii  ni  Iinu-o  \%,-iii  built  by 
Kin:;  Ilniry  llic  Firnl.  l.ul  iiniple>l1ed  wiMi  liii>  iraii-  liuui'u  and 
ouii-idoH  of  ihi>  I'nliT  coiirl,  by  King  IU-nr>  Ibi-  S«'\iiiiii,  tho 
Htrible^  by  Kin:.'  Jitnii'^ 

Alioul  .1  bo\%-«hooi  from  iho  patf  ^nnih-west,  reiiinin  fimnda- 
tiuTi  hitriH  III  Ihiit  litru'-lnre,  crfrtitil  by  Knit;  Hi'iiry  iIh*  Stsfond, 
lor  lh»  Hf'ciiriiy  of  l.aily  Ko-iainund.  donchtcr  of  M'lilirr  Lord 
t'lirford,  uliK'h  iionii*  poelt  havo  i-ompiiri-d  lo  ibn  Oid.nlian  la- 
byrinlh.  but  ihc  form  and  nrr.nit  both  of  the  plan- and  mini 
fbc'w  It  lii  have  iH>oii  u  Iiout  and  of  one  pile.  |M-rlin|i«  of 
!(lrenf th,  iicrordinir  to  the  faidiion  of  Iho-i-  iimi-x.  Hnd  prubnbly 
un.'«  fitti-.l  with  iM'cn't  pln«-""  of  leccrti.  an<l  n\i  uiu-it  lo  hule  or 
coniry  awrii-  f.»ich  iier-ont  in*  were  nut  wil'me  to  1 1-  trmnd  if 
nnrrowlv  •iunulit  nHi-r.  At^oiit  the  inidnt  of  the  plan-  nrmelh  A 
.*prins.  ealled  at  pn-<«'nl  liimnmnnd'-  W>ll  .  i»  i"  but  !>linllow, 
and  theu4tii  have  l^een  pnxed  and  walled  ab'ini,  likely  contriv- 
ed for  the  ii»e  of  them  within  tl-.e  hou-e,  when  it  khould  be  of 
dun^r  to  L'o  out. 

A  nuarler  «ii' a  inib- diHtOiit  from  ihpKini.-'i<  l.ou>e.  i>  neated 
Wo«Hiiitork  town,  new-  and  old.  TIih  now  W'ooiUiork  iliti  ariae 
by  mnie  biiil(linr.4  which  Ib'iiry  the  ^k'^•^llnl  irn\e  b.-ave  to  be 
erected.  (ri-<  ri'rfi\ed  by  trnditioii.)  lit  the  eiiiti<  oT  ti.e  Lady  Ro- 
;i:uniiiiil.  for  Hie  iisi>  of  our  M-rxnntt  upon  tlie  uiiwte«  of  Iha 
innnnor  of  HIadoii,  w  heri>  in  iIim  mother  rhiireh  :  tlii"  la  n  ham- 
let be!oii::iiii;  lo  ir,  iliousli  enerfa->ed  lo  h  market  town  by  the 
advnniare  of  llie  ("onrt  rei«idinc  Mimetimi*  i:e:ir,  wl.irh  of  late 
yi-arn  they  hiixe  bM-ii  .»eni-ible  of  the  want  of.  thi'  town  waa 
made  a  e<iriM)riition  in  Ihu  M>h  year  of  llriirv  lint  e^ixth,  by 
charier,  with  (Hiwer  toM-iid  two  biirprrK-n  tnparliami  itl  or  not, 
iiK  llipy  will  llH■m^el\^'J•. 

Old  Wf)iid:ttork  i4  -i-aled  on  the  we«t  f'ide  of  il,p  brook, 
named  (il) me,  whiehnNo  riimirlh  ilir(>nL-h  lli'-  inrk  .  I)!**  town 
roni«i>i4  not  uf  above  lour  or  ti\e  hi>u>e>  but  it  ik  to  be  con- 
reived  th.il  it  liaili  been  rniich  larrer,  (bur  very  nnrienMy  lo,) 
for  in  Mime  old  hjw  hiitlori.in!>  there  i<«  ni>  ntmn  of  ihi-  a)u>i70  at 
Woiidntock.  for  a  law  madi?  in  a  .MIim'Iki  mole  (the  name  of  par- 
liaineiil!<  bi.'l'->rr  the  rniinn;,'  of  tho  Norman)  in  the  daynof  Kinf 
Lrhilred. 

And  in  like  nnnner.  that  thereabout  wni  a  l;inp«  hoiite.  if 
nor  in  the  •'itni<>  pluee  when:  H«nry  the  KiikI  bniir  thu  late 
htnielin;:  pile  bi  h'le  hu  :  for  in  kurh  dn)ii  lhOM.>  rre-it  council* 
wi-re  eonimiinly  held  in  (he  KiiiS'«  palnei--..  Stmie  «if  lliOM 
lindi.  havi"  bi'lmn'i'd  to  the  ordi^rs  of  the  Kni;!hli  Ti-milen, 
tlii.TC  hem;-  lecord-*  Whieli  call  lliein,  IViTrtJ  f  UJJ  Rei  eJKiTMtU- 

Hut  now-  iliiM  late  Inrce  innnnurhou>o  is  in  n  innnner  almnM 
iiiiii.-d  iiilo  heH|>i>  tif  nibbi'h  :  iinme  -vven  or  i  n-lil  ruomo  left 
for  (he  aeeiinimodatioii  of  a  ti'n.ini  that  tflionid  n-nt  the  Kind's 
meadow n.  (uf  tho>e  who  li.'td  no  power  t'l  let  liieiii.'  witli  «e- 
veril  hii'li  nneovered  wullit  i>lnnilin?,  the  prod  it:  ion..  i>i>eciaclpa 
ot  mnlice  unro  monarrhy,  whu'h  lunie'i  ^iill  bt-iir  yeinM-uice  of 
their  litnie,  and  yet  aiipire,  in  fpieht  of  envy  or  of  wiiher,  to 
whew,  What  kinusdo  buibl,  bub,lecl^  may  Skiiiii-linied  .-hake,  but 
utterly  can  never  overthrow. 

Th.it  part  of  the  pnr'{  called  the  llifli-pnrk,  hnth  h^m  I.itely 
•subdivided  by  6ir  Arlhur  IlnM'Iritr.  to  niake  i  :>'«luii-i<  fur  his 
breed  of  i-oltn.  iiiil  other  ixtrlk  plowed  un-  i  f  ihi-  vvhii!e.  Hilh 
KoHTn^WnrvM ».|..  m  M.-'   Fl' n.  I   )«.  Pri. /V.-,f  .'>/>,.■ /»,,.-ij» 

</»•  Il'i/fi-/'/"-  t.  '  V.-n  P'.'/rf/.'/J  ,••'/,-■•;  /.rff!frf'.T7l  p.'r.-.  ,:.■.  .,■  •  l*a,cj$ 
rrar  frhu-'  P'li''t.*  Afr.'litr.tf  trrifir;  /  ;  ti,,i-i:-  •("■■  MUUl' 
rUi : r/>"''.  \u't-!*fr-it  AnftO  \\  h'-!J*i  r  R'gls.nr!  j-cf  i.-  v;  vtf  Williout 
the  Park  Hie  Kintr'n  denie-ne  w-oodii  weri-.  it  raniioT  well  be 
ijl'd  now  are.  the  timb.r  beniK  oil  miIiI  ofl.  and  ui:>ierw«iodii  ao 
cropt  and  Kpoiled  by  that  benvt  the  I.onl  >hiii>on.  nnd  ollwr 
rreedy  eiillli'.  that  they  are  hardly  n-rovi  nilile  |{*-ynd  which 
li'.ili  Stonetiiid.  aiidoiliLrtnnniioriiih.il  hold  of  WoinUtock, 
with  ofher  wood.i.  that  havii  b.-<'n  aliem  d  by  former  kl!i:/^,  but 
with  retervfifion  of  liberty  fur  hu  majestie".-  deer,  and  other 
bea^id  oi  forre.ii,  to  harbour  in  nt  plca>nre,  ni>  in  du>.<  place  ii  to 
be  phewed. 
*  This  iitfTfy  of  WowUioek  i*  Kppaiidrd  lo  tht  prtceJinf  pamphlti. 
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111.  TuunJ  whKh  I 


'uHl  tmtta  in  Iht  anekat  Libiisi^of 


iBtnbiiDiil 


It  11  lut  BIT  pwroM  to  jafbcm  dip  laukn  buw  (he  mum-  I     t  u  hichlr  |inihid4fl.  QM  ■  Bin^lif  wca  ciT  iihuiluminrift, 
•cKnuvrtlBtiiniiniinlanuviiTy.  tht  ksr.  }.  A.  l(aCHGCur|Fi.  \  whtcb  i.jj-  ununJi  uIhim)  ntl  upnii  ihn  Cgainiitnuiwn  oF  lU 

fgchilmii  tarawn.  »nrt  it  u  eiuwiii  id  m>  Uiw  nm 
Sun  Ul  unnurrtij-  ftM.  lut  Ul«  Itoj  nire  (wnmlfr  ix.lu 

wTiitnrf  gf  lUb  iiicdiHnI  ]»n.  uiriMl  tufiAirr  vUb  mr    IDH 
on anrtrUlMl ^nlJuT^ Buor ui; DgcW  KuriuUK mil  wu- 1  ~T^ 
lutucivvT.^Giii.'ntlbUMiBrlaqHMlabiTBan.       ,        Ilunnlilt  Ci 
l^i  mniH  wi«ta  lERribobiylulnMiit  AoOnwa  wuiid, 
wLo  Enioi]  up  >^>>ii<>  uonevTUKnllm  utHiih  Cinich.  and 


JiUlcddiiw.  'BalullHvaaMila'l 
If  IB  Ih:  nak  iS  dw  ceMinliil  < 


juiii.  nl  llu  fiiis  B|T  of  ibirlf,  Kerlof  if  Woodjloc*.  ind  ahicb  ; 
altorvanlj  KCuinJ  bus  a.  dIbih  in  Uii^  i:iUla(l«  ul  On  ccldnM  ' 
CraHin  WMu ,— aad.  won  iSiiifa^riiiHn  HobTUtUB- 
tE.  oiHtnc  tlB  cai^iifiiB  aragaB4alow,«ri  maMtMat  taiiWi 
•iBHiicd  Inia  bniaSwi  1v  Ilia  EnkUi.  tk  cvMaoa  BecwnBi 
(E^lw  of  hb  llrin;  "T  Wsaimvk  lij  lh>  aiE«i4i>nrr  of  PimW- 

ss,  £!•;•■■'¥■ ".Trr  ■■;•',!*;- "i"?'"',?!' 

£:£'=■■ ■■'■■'■■ 

■IMl'CriuI  KM   diii«  in  1-u.KM.ui  ul  ihc   Evuuili.  ■  iliaun 
■nMul  SiBih-  •it  rh*i  rwmaii.in.- 
Di>iiialk:|-Mi)aliiin,l>sngrnR'lw:IH1u«ui 

— ■  1 — .1 — 1 .1 ,nip,  antnipi,  ,< 

J.  ka-  Nl  BUilacji 


BBB  laux  tJfiidv  la  th;  nnfk  uf  dw  ulrinlad  Uiannljs  aHii 
fiqnBalBiBliilMteiBi.  'ilBlit&uf£CiiaiaiiwMin.Badtjl£ 
awvuu.vtiibuiMniill  ihnBtniitaBtwinniM.BBiMi 
M  dm  a  Bfaln  w  isliSH^.  aa  la  iinarv  thin  ■  iih  biataU^ 
ITnaaial  BBil lutribb  BiJiatiliMailvd  iIbie  (Bc.ibilqiu&BiiDa 
Tdn  Miih  poral  pfwonr.  Tae  oevil.  on  «h  accaudii  brtam 
UKia  a  mnuBijani  an  anulhti.  i^linl  Ukh  bMi  MCBti  bbI 
hucM'  iMuTmiufvaM  KinsBi  Ikilualluui  la  lUalHrt 
BBdKBiaBjalkiinBluoftlieiBBiiiaaliii*  iluail  U  tktan; 
iwiuw.  tlatl  ilmr  tniw  iialMHliRiiiif .  sad  Ml  Ikrii  towM 
<>|iglMi«  UBlxUfaaaplLUiL  lit  nna  atwo  •4' UHAiTpLt 
HHVMiHl.  thai  ibH  Ma  1IWI  unuiMtT  nan  laiT  Bad  «B- 
M«al>«.  »bck  GliiiSi*  aTnniH  Hid»naib  m  nAib-iiili  aV 
hh  BiirJii  I  Iht  II  cuiU  acuK  b  all  Mi^.  thaL  Ik  II  &  LekiicnB 

«n  Am Mit  ■   .iikrlMi  BE  UlBl   of  HITflFUhTril   amCr,   UtaBB 


■aaairh^^  apd  vv  Bcmiuilnl.  ifcr  Ni 

maBUHKird  Ihu  CitnaiteH  hwudrtan 


■aBUHKird  iW  Citnaitellh^nvlftanHfiiinracuDlnmllaiut- 
aitrbim  the  BprnruuinwiiirlibeFiiFaci^l.Ls'iAbKli  icrtnLp' 

* ..._..  __._.m:..j.. ,....__,_., ^j^,__. 

Jb  waa  MM  aTJliilMq^ 

.„_^__._,.__. -_-h«rM^djSh,tk»^?&Saff 

EiIeRifBh  phisintd  IMd  Ika  wM^DnrauiirftitiBDKil 

ft  in[nuD«  aod  IbatnKlive  DMbai  Dpi 
iin  Ik  Docur  jauil  ten  nined  Iht 


ratar^aakli  meFrlviHUTt  ^andrbaflambrtn.  dtbC 
IteMHBMkr.nlJlfiialiDmlKaiainiii  U»  MWal 

, — >  ■  BJBite  luB*-  vhOa  I  dhdiin  Un  ld»  nf  noadta 

<n  uMhri't  iBBBOr.  Ra»k>.irsiailDei»Uaiid,CiUthtnu  UML 
oithavki'ajrH.ormeapcDffacrtAiber'viiiiarrT  .  and.  tbflrefafc  ■ 
1  liail  knuKQ  ibu.  ia  ila  dua  indlu  ehancloi.  iki  ial«  wSmtSm' 
utttttisTt  mtthatUnntBOlBUblkhBi  bvg  dWiMiMHl  eiBl«9» 

unpof  lhriiJ>iinln™>Uendi«  LlMiOTrluMOO  of  WooDancK, 
^  S'kid^'li'ilii'lilSB  Ho         ^  w'hkh'l^  MS 


WOODSTOCK. 


CHAPTER  I.  spun,  ilaBliPil  booli,  and  Iill  plumed  of  ths  TomiB 

m  Tttw  roapd  MinBim.  cBvaliers  orthiB  and  oiher  high-born  houa™,  moiinf 

w  To/-  red-Maliioilm,  ihroufih  the  elreele  and  ihecnurchyard  wuh  InecBm- 

npai  Hti' iMd  FbnjiUiawgni  [jg,  jjj^^  which  indicaicB  prrhsps  raiher  an  over- 

riu  UM  oaaiHui  ""g'^^^'lj-g^^jj,^       weening  dcRreeofBelf-ronfidi'nce,  ycl  BhowSBtacjifiJ 
.  ,  when  minelHt  Willi  Eood-humour  and  coitrrcs)'.    Ta» 

ndBoma  puiati  church  m  the  town  of  good  old  dsmea,  loo,  in  ihiHr  white  hooda  and  black 

_  _.m  lold  ao4  at  leoat,  fat  I  never  uw    velvet  gowns— Jin  r   dauxhieie,    'the    cynosure  of 

iV^nag  ccarrc  limei  when  at  the  placw,  10  view  the  neighbouring  eycp,"— where  were  they  all  now,  who, 
Bifsfirencc  of  Blenheim,  its  painted  halla,  and  IS'  when  they  cniered  the  [-hitrch,  uaed  10  diviiii^  iren't 
patnfdbowna.  and  then  return  in  dueseaianiadine   ihouijhlB  IkIwcch  ihcin  and  Heaven  1     "But  ah  I 

■  boUmih  rny  Iramed  fnend.  the  provost  of ;   Alice  Leo— bo  aweet,  bo  gentle,  »o  condeacetidinR  in 

kfinf  mwof  luoaeoccacions  on  which  a  man  wronga  ihy  lovelinere— [thus  proceeds  a  contemporary  nnnal- 
hBKir  uitvinrly,  if  he  lets  hia  curioBiiy  interfere  igi,  whoac  manuscripl  we  have  di-ciphcredl—whr  is 
■ik  his  cunciuBliiy.  I  had  ihe  church  Bccutatelv  my  siory  to  turn  ujwn  thy  fnllen  fortunes?  and  why 
tenbad  10  mc,  wiih  a  view  to  this  work ;  but,  ib  I  not  rather  to  the  iieriod  when,  in  Ihe  very  diamounl- 
tw  soma  nsson  10  doubt  whether  my  mformanl  ing  fnmi  your  palfrey,  you  niiracied  ds  many  eyes  at 
bdKCTsecn  ihe  inaide  of  il  himKlf,  I  Bhall  be  enn-  if  mi  ansti  hnd  iltecendcd,— ne  many  blcssini^  at  if 
nt  U  as*  Ihat  ii  ia  nuw  a  handsome  edifice,  moBi  the  brniBnant  being  had  i^me  frauphi  wiili  Rood 
mn  tt  which  was  rebuilt  forty  or  tifiy  years  aince,  lidinKBl  >'o  crealiire  wetl  ihoiiof  an  idle  romani'er'a 
lkhoi«tl  it  alill  coniaina  some  arches  of  (he  old  imagination-no  being  fanlnelicitlly  bi.'diiened  with 
c^nirf,  fiiUDded,  it  la  said,  by  Kine  John.  It  ia  to  inconaiileni  perfeciiona ;— thy  merits  made  me  lovs 
lb>  mora  ancient  part  of  ihebmldiug  thai  iny  atory  ihee  well— and  fur  thy  faults— bo  well  did  ihey  show 
■hi.  ,         ,  amid  thy  good  qualitiea,  that  I  think  they  niaOe  ms 

Oa  a  morning  in  the  end  of  September,  or  begin-   )ove  ihee  belter, 
tmf  of  October,  in  the  year  lesi.  being  a  day  sp-       With  the  houBe  of  Lee  had  diBap))eared  Trom  (ha 
psmnd  for  ■  •olcmn  ihankagivrnB  for  Ihe  decisive  chnnlry  of  King  John  othcni  ofeeiilli'  blood  and  ha- 

nr ,1 J noured  lineaRc,- Frwmamlc*,  WinkiecombeB.  Dry. 

colts,  4.C.J  for  (he  air  thai  blew  over  the  (owcra  of 
Oiford  was  unfavourable  to  Ihe  growth  of  Puritan- 


anUsd  m  ihe  old  chanirv',  or  chapel  of  Kmg  John,  colts,  &c.i  for  the  air  thai  blew  over  the  iovi'< 

Til  coodition  of  the  church  and  character  of  ihc  Bu-  -  -    ■                                             ...l  -i- n.. 
Knee  both  bore  wir                ' 

ibi  PKuUar  apirii  c.  — _  .uu,.,,^-.   .  mw 

itevad  mooy  marha  uf  diUpidation.    The  nindews,  ever  one  or  two  that,  by  their  n.iuns  niiiL  urjucmjuurj 

aan  titled  with  aiained  glass,  hod  been  dashed  lu  seemed   country  gentlemen   of  consi deration,  and 

pmswiih  Bikes  and  muikeiB,as  mstieraofand  per-  then.' were  a l;o  prraent  some  of  the  noiablea  of  tha 

mam  »  itfolatry.     The  carving  an  ihe  reBding-desk  town  of  Woodstock,  cullers  or  filover*  chiefly,  whoi» 

•udsmawl,  and  iwo  fnir  screena  of  beBUhful  aculp-  skill  in  steel  or  leiiiher  had  raistd  (hem  10  a  comfort- 

Onduak  riad  been  destroyed,  for  Ibe  same  pithy  and  olile  tivelihonl.    These  dj^itnriea  wore  long  ulaix 

toacluatve  reason.  The  high  allnr  had  been  removed,  cloaks,  plaited  clone  at  tho  neck,  and,  like  peBceful 

ua  the  glided  railing,  which  wasoncearoundii,  wns  ciiizcns,  carried  their  Biblra  and  memorandum-hooks 

Men  i^wn  and  carried  olf.    The  eOi^ies  of  several  01  their  eirriles.  instead  of  knife  or  sword.*    This  re- 

Mmb*  were  mutilated,  and  now  lay  scattered  sboul  speciable,  but  least  niimennis  purl  of  ibe  nudienc^ 

latchnrch,  were  such  decent  perBons  as  bad  odopled  ihePresliy. 

TMift«r  tlH!i(«*r>in«Jni<;h>,^nworthTiHHi  terian  form  of  fniih,  renouncing  ihe  liturgy  snd  his- 

OdmiliiljfBiBKioriinoitiUKii  rarchyof  ihe  Chiinh  of  Kngland,  and  living  under 

ns  suiamD  wind   piped  through  empty  aisles,  in  the  luilion  of  the  Rev.  Xehcminh  Holilenough,  much 

atich  the  remains  of  slakea  and  trevisaes  of  rough-  famed  for  Ihe  lenpih  snd  firengih  of  his  powers  of 

kfwn  umber,  as  well  at  b  yusntiiy  of  scsnered  hay  predication.    Wnh  th-segj-nvPKniorsealthtirBOpdly 

■Id  trampled    straw,  seemed  to  intimate  thai  the  dnmcs  in  rufT  and  (wrgei,  like  tlie  portraiia  which  in 

bllawed  pracincis  had  been,  upon  eome  Jaleemet-  cntaloguca  of  painiings  ate  designed  "wife  of  a  bur- 

mt,  m«de  iheqnnnersof  alnwpofhorae.  gomaslet ;"  ond  ihdt  preiiy  daU5!hifr\  whoee  study. 

The  audience,  like  Ihe  building,  waa  abated  in  like  tbsl  of  Chaucer's  physician,  wns  noi  always  in 

■kodaar.    None  at  the  ancient  and  habitual  wor-  ihe  Hible,  hut  who  were,  on  the  com rarj',  when  a 

imtn  dtirinf  peaceful  limes,  were  novi  to  be  seen  glnnce  could  eecape  the  vigilance  of  their  honoured 

■  uidr  carved  galWiep,  with  hands  shaaowine  ineir  molhcrs,  inallentive  ihemBelves.  and  the  CBuae  of  in- 
briwt  while  compoami  thur  minds  to  pray  wnert;  attention  in  others. 

Uiu  rathan  bad  pnyrd.  tad  afier  ihe  asme  mode  of      But,  besides  these  dignified  persons,  ihera  were  m 

^tniap.    Tlieafeof  Ihe  yeorotn  and  pessani  sought  the  church  n  numerous  collection  of  the  lower  orders, 

■  Siia  the  lid  form  of  old  Sir  Henry  Lee  of  Ditch-  some  brought  thither  by  curiuaily,  but  many  oflhem 
Iw.  11  wrupad  in  hi*  liwd  eloilt,  god  with  besrd  unwashed  artificers,  bewildered  in  the  iheolopieal 
Udiiiii(«<JiiIy«>ii.pti?ed.hpmov«lslL,«lyihrjuKh  diacuaaionsof  the  lime,  and  of  a«  nianyvaiious  sects 
biirie«lbllaw-ei:  '■  ■'-'-  f-.'hr.'  rr'-.Tfl-  -.•  v.!,:.,id-  as  there  are  colours  in  ihe  rainoow.  The  p^cfump- 
^«lnd,•^lich  in  o       ■    ■■                         -HiHiis  lionof  IheselenriiedThehan^beiTiKin'""'"?"- 

ttriitr  aikrf      hich                                                     '  i'''i  lion  to  their  ignorance  the  East  »'au  total,  nnd  the 

'i£TvinBTi«tion.  nnd   returned  as  much  edified, ,  men  but  0  eieii.le-houe-,  ih.'  clergyman,  an  onim^ry 

lrtiD.^,*^i  cf  ihem.  The  damsels  of  Wood-  \  .  n,,,  „.,^  ,^„  „>,  p„„«,„.  i.  B»nu™«l  ofiw  ia  "W 
'*i*  woked  •«  vaialy  far  the  laced  cloaks,  jingling  !iii.,<,  ana  imoni  oitun 't  i>u!»'niow  of  WsUiniSwst 
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person ;  her  ordinandcs,  dry  bran  and  sapless  pot- 
tage,* unfitted  for  the  spiritualized  palates  of  the 
faints,  and  the  prayer,  an  address  to  Heaven,  to 
which  each  acc(xleu  or  not,  as  in  bis  too  critical 
judgment  he  conceived  fit. 

The  elder  amongst  them  sat  or  lay  on  the  benches, 
with  their  high  steeple-crowned  hats  pulled  over  their 
severe  and  knitted  brows,  waiting  for  the  Presbyterian 
parson,  as  mastiff's  sit  m  dumb  expectation  of  the  bull 
that  id  to  be  brought  to  the  stake.  The  younger 
mixed,  some  of  them,  n  bolder  license  of  manners 
with  their  heresies ;  they  f^zed  round  on  the  women, 
yawneti,  coughed,  and  whispered,  eat  apples,  and 
crncked  nuts,  as  if  in  the  gallery  of  a  theatre  ere  the 
piece  commences. 

Besides  all  these,  the  congregation  contained  o  few 
soldiers,  some  in  corslets  and  steel  caps,  some  in  buff, 
and  others  in  red  coats.  These  men  of  war  had  their 
bandoleers,  with  ammunition,  slung  round  them,  and 
rested  on  their  piLcs  and  muskets.  Thev  too,  had 
their  peculiar  doctrines  on  the  most  difficult  points  of 
rejigion,  and  united  the  extravagances  of  en inusiasm 
with  I'le  mo«ti  determined  courage  and  resolution  in 
the  field.  The  bni^shers  of  Wooilstoi.'k  looked  on 
these  military  saints  with  no  small  degree  of  awe; 
for  thou;2h  no:  often  sullied  with  deeds  of  plunder  or 
cruelty,  they  had  the  power  of  both  absolutely  in  their 
hand<<,  and  the  peaceful  citizens  had  no  alternative, 
save  submission  to  whatever  the  ill-regulated  and  en- 
thusiastic imaginations  of  their  martial  guides  might 
suggest. 

After  some  time  spent  in  waiting  for  him,  Mr. 
Holdenough  began  to  walk  up  the  aisles  of  the  cha- 
pel, not  with  the  slow  and  dignified  carriage  with 
which  the  old  Rector  was  of  yore  wont  to  maintain 
the  dignity  of  the  surplice,  but  with  a  hasty  step,  like 
one  who  arrives  too  late  at  an  appointment,  and  bus- 
tles forward  to  make  the  best  use  of  his  tirne.  He 
was  n  tall  thin  man,  with  an  adust  complexion,  and 
the  vivacity  of  his  eye  indicated  some  irascibility  of 
temperament.  His  dress  was  brown,  not  black,  and 
oyer  his  other  vestments  he  wore,  in  honour  of  Cal- 
vin, a  Geneva  cloak  of  a  blue  colour,  which  fell  back- 
wards from  his  shoulders  as  he  posted  on  to  the  pulpit. 
His  grizzled  hair  was  cut  as  short  os  shears  could 
perform  the  font,  and  covered  with  a  black  silk  scull- 
cap,  whii^h  stuck  so  close  to  his  head,  that  the  two 
eara  expanded  from  under  it  aa  if  they  had  been  in- 
tended as  handles  by  which  to  lilt  the  whole  person. 
Moreover,  the  worthy  divine  wore  spectacles,  ond  a 
long  grizzleri  peaked  1>eard,  and  he  carried  in  his 
hand  a  small  pocket-bible  with  silver  clasps.  Upon 
arriving  nt  the  pulpit,  he  paused  a  moment  to  take 
breath,  then  began  to  ascend  the  steps  by  two  at  a 
time. 

But  his  course  was  arrested  by  a  strong  hand, 
which  seized  his  cloak.  It  was  that  of  one  who  had 
detached  himself  from  the  group  of  soldiery.  He  was 
a  stout  man  of  middle  stature,  with  a  auick  eye,  and  a 
countenance,  which,  thouf;h  plain,  had  yet  an  expres- 
sion that  fixe<l  the  attention.  His  dress,  though  not 
strictlv  military',  partook  of  that  character.  He  wore 
large  nose  made  of  calves-leather,  and  a  tuck,  as  it 
was  then  called,  or  rapier,  of  tremendous  length,  ba- 
lanced on  the  other  side  by  a  dagger.  The  belt  was 
morocco,  garnished  with  pistols. 

The  minister  thus  intercepted  in  his  duty,  faced 
round  upon  the  party  who  had  seized  him,  and  de- 
manded, in  no  gentle  tone,  the  meaning  of  the  inter- 
ruption. 

Friend,"  quoth  the  intruder,  "is  it  thy  purpose  to 
hold  forth  to  these  good  ptxjple?" 

"Ay,  many  is  it,*'  said  the  clergyman,  "and  such 
is  my  bounJen  duty.  Wo  to  me  if  I  preach  not 
the  ^spel— Prithee,  friend,  let  me  not  in  my  la- 

"  Nay,"  said  the  man  of  warlike  mien,  "  I  am  my- 
self minded  to  hold  forth ;  therefore,  do  thou  desist, 
or  if  thou  wilt  do  by  mine  advic&  remain  and  fructify 
with  those  poor  goslings,  to  whom  I  am  presently 
about  to  shake  forth  the  crumbs  of  comfortable  doc- 
trine." 

*  See  a  earioiu  viDdication  of  thia  indecent  liiiule  here  for 
Am  Common  Prajrcr,  in  Note,  pofe  13. 


"  Give  place,  thou  man  of  Satan,"  saith  the  priest, 
waxing  wroth,  "respect  mine  order— my  cloth." 

"  I  see  no  more  to  respect  in  the  cut  of  thy  cloak, 
or  in  the  cloth  of  which  it  is  fa8hk>ned,"  said  the 
other,  "  than  thou  didst  in  the  Bishop's  rocbett— 
they  were  black  and  white,  thou  art  blue  and 
brown.  Sleeping  dogs  every  one  of  you,  lying 
down,  loving  to  slumber-yshepherds  that  starve  tkui 
flock,  but  will  not  watch  it,  each  looliing  to  his  own 
gain— hum." 

Scenes  of  this  indecent  kind  were  so  common  at 
the  time,  that  no  one  thought  of  interfering;  the  con- 

§  relation  lookinl  on  in  silence,  the  better  class  scan- 
alizc<l,  and  the  lower  orders,  some  laughing,  and 
others  backing  the  soldier  or  minister  as  their  fsncy 
dictated.  Mean  time  the  struggle  waxed  fiercer ;  Mr. 
Holdenough  clamoured  for  assistance. 

"  Master  Mayor  of  Woodstock,"  he  exclaimed, 
"wilt  thou  be  among  those  wicked  magistrates  who 
bear  the  sword  in  vaiii  ?— Citizens,  will  you  not  help 
your  pastor?— Worthy  Aldermen,  will  you  see  me 
strangled  on  the  pulpii  stairs  by  this  man  of  buffand 
Belial  ?— But  lo,  I  will  overcome  him,  and  cast  his 
cords  from  me. 

As  Holdenough  spoke,  he  struggled  to  ascend  the 
pulpit  stairs,  holding  hard  on  the  banisters.  His 
tormenter  held  fast  by  the  skirts  of  the  cloak,  which 
went  nigh  to  the  choking  of  the  wearer,  until,  as  he 
spoke  the  words  last  mentioned,  in  a  half-Btrang]«i 
voice.  Mr.  Holdenough  dexterously  slipped  the  siring 
whicn  tied  it  round  his  ner*k,  su  that  the  garment 
suddenly  gave  way ;  the  soldier  fell  backwards  down 
the  steps,  and  the  liberated  divine  skipped  into  the 
pulpit,  and  began  to  give  forth  a  psaliu  of  Iriiimph 
over  his  prostrate  adversary.  But  a  great  hubbub  in 
the  church  marred  his  exultation,  and  although  he 
and  his  faithful  clerk  continued  to  sing  the  hymn  of 
victory,  their  notes  were  only  heard  by  fits,  uke  the 
whistle  of  a  curlew  during  a  gale  of  wind. 

The  cause  of  the  tumult  was  as  follows:— The 
Mayor  was  a  zealous  Presbvterian,  and  witnessed  the 
intrusion  of  the  soldier  witn  great  indignation  from 
the  very  beginning,  though  he  he&itatea  to  interfera 
with  an  arme<i  man  while  on  his  legs  and  capable  (rf* 
resistance.  But  no  sooner  did  he  behold  the  cham- 
pion of  independency  sprawling  on  his  back,  with 
the  divine's  Geneva  cloak  fluttering  in  his  hand% 
than  the  magistrate  rushed  forward,  exclaiming  ihal 
such  insolence  was  not  to  be  endured,  and  onlered 
his  constables  to  seize  the  prostrate  champion,  pro* 
claiming  in  the  magnanimity  of  wrath.  "I  will  com* 
mit  every  rod-coat  of  them  all— I  will  commit  him 
were  he  Noll  Cromwell  himself  1" 

The  worthv  Mayor's  indignation  had  overmastend 
his  reason  when  he  made  this  mistimed  vaunt;  for 
three  soldiers,  who  had  hitherto  stood  motionless  like 
statues,  made  each  a  stride  in  advance,  which  placed 
]  thoni  betwixt  the  municipal  officers  and  the  soldier, 
who  was  in  the  act  of  rising;  then  making  at  once 
the  movement  of  resting  arms  according  to  the 
manual  an  then  practised,  their  musket-buts  rang  OB 
the  church  pavement,  within  an  inch  of  the  goaty 
toes  of  Master  Mayor.  The  energetic  magistrals, 
whose  eflbrts  in  favour  of  order  were  thus  checked, 
cast  one  glance  on  his  supporters,  but  that  wu 
enough  to  show  him  that  force  was  not  on  bis  sideL 
All  had  shrunk  back  on  hearing  that  ominous  d&tier 
of  stone  and  iron.  He  was  obliged  to  desccmd  10 
expostulation. 

What  do  you  mean,  my  masters?"  he  said i  *'ii 
it  like  a  decent  and  God-fearing  soldiery,  who  nave 
wrought  such  things  for  the  land  as  have  never  before 
been  heard  of,  to  brawl  and  riot  in  the  church,  or  to 
aid,  abet,  and  comfort  a  profane  fellow,  who  hath, 
upon  a  solemn  thanksgiving,  excluded  the  minister 
from  his  own  pulpit  ?" 

"We  have  naught  to  do  with  thy  church,  as  tbon 
cairst  it,"  said  he  who,  by  a  small  feather  in  front  of 
his  morion,  appeared  to  be  the  corporal  of  the  party  i 
— "  wc  see  not  why  men  of  giAs  should  not  be  heard 
within  these  citadels  of  superstition,  as  well  as  the 
voice  of  the  men  of  crape  of  old,  and  tlie  men  of 
cloak  now.  Wherefore,  we  will  pluck  yon  Jack  Pres- 
byter out  of  his  wooden  sentinel- box,  and  our  own 
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witchmao  shall  relieve  the  gtinrd,  and  monnt  thereon, 
u:d  cr)'  aloud  and  span^  not." 

**  Nay,  gentlemen,"  said  the  Mayor,  "  if  such  bo  your 
parpoae,  wc  have  not  the  means  to  withstand  you, 
bems.  aa  tou  aee,  peaceful  and  quiet  men— But  let  me 
firat  apeak  with  this  worthy  minister,  Nehemiifh 
HokleDnugh,  to  persuade  him  to  yield  up  hia  place  for 
the  none  without  fanher  acandai." 

Tbf  peace-making  Mayor  then  interrupted  the 
ci:3rering  of  Holdenough  and  the  clerk,  and  prayeil 
both  to  retire,  else  then*  would,  he  said,  be  certainly 
•tr.fe. 
"Sirife!"  rep1i#-d  the  Presl)ytcrian  divine,  with  scorn ; 
~£o  fear  of  strife,  among  men  that  dare  nut  testify 
uainst  this  open  profanation  of  the  church,  and 
cirng  display  of  heresy.  Would  your  neighbours  of 
B3idur>-  have  brooked  such  an  insult  ?" 

"  Come,  come.  Master  Holdenouch,'*  said  the  May- 
er, ''put  us  not  to  mutiny  and  cry  Clubs.  I  tell  you 
cnce  more,  we  are  not  men  of  war  or  blood." 

"Xol  more  than  may  be  drawn  by  the  point  of  a 
ceedLt''  {•aid  the  preacher,  scornfully.— "-Ye  tailors 
cf  Wood  Block  ! — for  what  is  a  glover  but  a  tailor  work- 
Q?  on  kid-skin  7—1  forsake  you,  in  scorn  of  your  faint 
ketrrs  and  feeble  hands,  and  will  seek  me  elsewhere 
I  flock  which  will  not  fly  from  their  shepherd  at  the 
bnjring  of  the  first  wild  ass  which  comet h  from  out 
'J<ftieat  desert.*' 

So  saying  the  agcrii  ved  divine  departed  fro!n  his  i 
pil;iiL  and  shaking  tlie  dust  from  his  shoes,  left  the 
o-.nn  as  has^uly  as  he  had  emered  it,  though  with  a 
Ciflerent  reason  lor  his  speed.  The  citizens  saw  his 
relretl  wiih  sorrow,  and  not  without  a  compunctious 
fetlmg.  as  if  conscious  that  they  were  not  playing  ilie 
Best  ccumgHMis  part  in  the  world.  The  31nyor  nim- 
Klf  iDd  several  others  left  the  church,  to  follow  and 
'.ppeate  him. 
The  Independent  orator,  late  prostrate,  was  now 
ircinphant,  and  inducting  himself  into  the  pulpit 
T.ihoiit  further  cprcniony,  he  pulled  a  Bible  from  hia 
rocket,  and  selected  lu!%iext  from  the  fort  y-tifih  psnlin, 
-■  Gud  thv  swonl  upon  thy  thigh,  O  most  mighty, 
■jb  ihy  gfory  and  thy  majesty:  and  in  thy  niajes>ty 
r«proipfcrou9ly."— Upon  this  theme  he  commenced 
or«of  chose  wild  declamations  common  at  the  period, 
IT.  whirh  men  were  arcustomr.d  to  xyresl  and  jjerveri 
*(k  language  of  Scripture,  by  adapting  it  to  modern 
e^ew*.*  The  language  which,  in  its  literal  sense, 
VII  appiird  to  Kinc  David,  and  typically  referred  to 
'aecommgof  the  Meiisiah,  was,  in  the  opinion  uf  the 
nJitarv  orator,  most  proi)erly  to  be  interpreted  of 
Olivtr  Croir.w€  II,  the  victorious  general  of  the  infant 
Conmonwea'.ih,  which  wan  never  destined  to  come 
rf  age.  "  Gird  on  thy  swoni !"  oxclaiincd  the  prcach- 
frcmphatif rally;  "and  was  not  that  a  pretty  bit  of 
fuel  as  ever  dangU-d  from  a  corslet,  or  nmg  against 
1  fT«l  smHdl'??  Ay,  ye  prick  up  your  ears  now,  ye 
cu'Jers  of  Woodstock,  as  if  ye  Ehuuld  know  s(.>mc- 
thiag  of  a  good  fox  oroacbword— Did  you  force  it, 
I  trow  7— was  ii»e  steel  quenched  with '  water  from 
Rosamond's  weii,  or  the  blade  blessed  bv  the  old 
%"»:koldy  priest  of  Godstow7  You  would  have  us 
:b.ak.  I  warrant  me.  that  you  wroiifsht  it  and  wddcd 
iLffnnded  and  polished  it,  and  all  the  while  it  never 

*  Tindkation  of  llie  Book  U  Common  Prayer,  a^innt  Tho  eon* 
taod'fWf  klanderw  of  tlio  Faii^tic  Parlr  terming  it  Porridge  — 
Tbt  lathor  of  Thif  iinru'ar  anl  rare  tract  indulcei  in  the  alle- 
fari.nl  ■t|i«,  till  ttc-fairlr  tiuntN  O'.wn  the  allccurr- 

Bui  u  for  whai  you  call  iMirriAre.  who  hatched  the  name 
lkE«w  fiAt  oritlier  it  it  Horili  itie  inquirinR  alter,  for  1  hold 
XTuice  cood  fuod.  If  i*  betr«fr  to  a  airlc  man  than  meat,  fur 
■  lek  man  *  ill  Mioner  eat  pottage  than  meat.  Puttfl|^>  will 
iiftH  with  mm  when  mpat  will  not ;  (lotiairo  will  iinunhh  the 
:  Mrf,  fiit  Um*  vein*,  nin  into  every  part  of  a  man.  make  him 


came  on  a  Woodstock  stithy !  You  were  all  too  busy 
making  whittles  for  the  lazy  crape-men  of  Oxforo, 
bouncing  priests,  whose  eyes  were  so  closed  up  with 
fat,  that  they  cojld  not  see  Destruction  till  she  had 
them  by  the  throat.  But  I  can  tell  you  where  the 
sword  waa  forged,  and  tempered,  and  welded,  and 
grinded,  anjd  polished.  When  you  were,  as  I  said 
before,  making  whittlca  for  false  priests,  and  daggers 
for  dissolute  G-^d  cl— n-mc  covalit-rs,  to  cut  the  peo- 
ple of  England's  throats  wiih— it  was  forged  at 
Long  Marston  Moor,  vvhere  blows  went  faster  than 
ever  rung  hammer  on  anvil— and  it  was  lempcred  at 
Xasebv,  in  the  best  blood  of  the  cavaliers— and  it  was 
welded  in  Ireland  against  the  walls  of  Drogheda— 
and  it  was  grinded  on  Scotiif>h  livos  at  Dunbar— and 
now  of  Inte  it  was  polished  in  Wurcrstcr,  till  it  shines 
as  bricht  as  the  sun  in  the  middle  heaven,  and  there 
is  nu  light  in  F.n^land  thni  siinll  cornenign  unto  it." 
Here  the  military  part  of  thn  congregation  raised  a 
hum  of  approbation,  which  being  a  sound  like  the 
"hear,  hear,"  of  the  British  House  of  Commons,  waa 
calculated  to  heighten  the  ciithui'iasm  of  the  orator, 
by  intimating  the  synipnthy  of  the  audience.  "  And 
then,"  resumed  the  prcachtr,  rising  in  energy  as  he 
found  that  his  audience  partook  in  these  leelings, 
"what  saycih  the  Iext7--Ride  on  prusperouslv— do 
not  Slop — do  not  call  a  hall— do  not  quit  the  saddle — 

fjursuethe  scattered  fliers— tound  the  trumpet— not  a 
tvant  or  a  flourish,  but  a  point  of  war— Found,  boot 
and  saddle — to  horse  and  away— a  charge !— follow 
after  the  voung  Man  !— what  part  have  we  in  him  7 
—Slay,  lal^e,  desiroy.  divide  the  s-poil !  Blessed  art 
ihou,  Oliver,  on  account  of  thine  honour— thy  cause 
is  clear,  thy  call  isuiiduubied-never  has  defeat  come 
near  thy  leading  St afl',  nor  disaster  attended  thy  ban- 
ner.  Ride  on,  flower  of  England's  aoldiers !  nde  on, 
chosen  leader  of  God's  champions!  gird  up  the  loina 
of  thy  resolution,  and  be  steadfast  to  the  mark  of  thy 
high  calling!" 

Another  deep  and  stem  hum,  echoed  by  the  an- 
cient etnbow'd  arches  of  the  old  chantry,  gave  him 
an  opportunity  of  nn  instniit's  repose ;  when  the 
people  of  Woodstock  heard  him,  and  not  without 
anxiety,  turn  the  stream  uf  his  oraiory  into  another 
channel. 

"Hut  wherefore,  >e  people  of  Woodstock,  do  I 
sny  these  things  to  you,  who  claim  no  portion  in 
our  David,  no  interest  in  England's  son  of  Jesse  .'— 
You,  who  Wire  fighting  as  well  as  your  might  could 
(and  it  was  not  very  formidable)  for  the  late  Man, 
under  that  old  blood-thirsty  papist  Sir  Jacob  Aston 
—are  you  not  now  plotting,  or  readv  to  plot,  for  the 
restoring,  as  ye  call  it,  of  the  young  Man,  the  unclean 
son  of  the  slaughtered  tyrnni— the  fugitive  after 
whom  the  tnie  ln-nrts  of  England  are  now  followinc, 
that  they  may  take  and  sloy  him?— 'Why  should 
your  rider  turn  his  bridle  our  way  ?'  say  you  in  your 
hearts;  'we  will  none  of  him;  if  we  may  help  our- 
selves, we  will  rather  turn  us  to  wallow  in  the  mire  of 
monarchy,  wiih  the  sow  that  was  washed  but  newly.' 
Come,  men  of  Woodstock.  I  will  ask,  and  do  you 
answer  me.  Hunger  ye  still  after  the  flt^sh-pots  of  the 
monks  of  Godstow  ?  and  ye  will  sny,  Nay ;— but 
wherefore,  except  that  the  pots  are  cracked  and  broken, 

find  any  thinp  in  thorn  that  \*  either  too  salt,  too  fmfrh.  or  *oo 
hitter,  that  herb  ahnii  ho  taken  out  and  better  put  in,  if  it  can 
t>e  fot.  or  none.  And  as  In  kitchen  potta{rc  there  arc  manf 
fOMl  iieibp,  BO  there  »•  likewiiio  in  this  church  (ottace,  an  yoQ 
rail  It  For  hnt.  there  in  in  kiirhon  pottage  r*>otl  water  to 
make  thoni :  m,  on  tho  contrary,  in  Uie  other  piitnre  there  ia 
tliM  \tBti;r  of  life.  3.  There  i*  kbIi  to  contion  them  :  »o  in  tha 
other  ifl  a  prayer  of  grace,  to  M'oiion  their  ticaii*.  8.  There  ia 
oatmeal  to  mnirith  the  body,  ni  thi)  other  in  the  bread  of  lifie. 
4.  There  is  thyme  in  them  to  relmh  iliim,  and  it  is  very  whole- 
Homo— in  Ihr  other  is  the  wholesome  exhortation  not  to  hHtdea 

i  our  heart  while  it  is  called  today.    This  rwlisheih  well.    B. 

I  There  is  a  small  onion  to  irivc  it  a  taslo-in  tho  other  is  a  food 
„    _  _  I  herb,  railed  Lord  have  mercy  on  us     The^e,  and  many  other 

M^r/n'^f^faM  in  tlie  world  ;  tliere  is  Uie  Lord's  Prayer,  holy  herbs  are  contained  in  it,  all  boilins  in  the  heaii  of  man, 
ZTiiJt  .i\L  mmoMt  #weet  pot  licrb  cannot  be  denied :  tlien  I  will  make  ati  (rood  potlaife  hs  the  world  can  alford.  especially 
«  uiai  It  IS  a  my*.    ^^   ^r^  ,.,„,««  ^„h  »-- i —  i...i^  .«  i  jf  y„u  u«o  those  herh«  for  dlirci.tion.-the  herb  repentance,  tiiS 

herb  pracc.  the  herb  faith,  the  herb  love,  the  herb  hoi*,  ♦ha 
herb  pood  works,  the  herb  feelinp.  the  herb  zeal,  the  herb  fer- 

I  vency.  the  herb  anl^^ncy,  the  herb  constancy,  wiln  maujr  mora 
of  this  nature,  most  excellent  for  difestion." 

>     Ohe  !  jam  aatli.    In  this  manner  the  learned  diTine  hunts  hie 

I  metaphor  at  a  very  cold  sc&<nt,  Uiroufh  a  paatpblet  of  su 

1  mortal  qtiarto  pagasL 


fc5i»f?.7!r;  wire  attli*.'  finii. .  Tl»e  suii  hath  not  nude  them 
InSVh^.^  hTai  n^«**»CT  »»■*'»  the  cold  water  Uken  away 
Eir?"  J?.it  trMjrUi.  compare  tltom  with  the  Scriptures, 
SiJiySi"   bi^V««  •»•»  ■««»«*  "»d  cmmbad.  *If  you 
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and  the  fire  is  extinffaished  wherewith  thy  oven  lued 
to  boil?  And  again.  I  ask,  drink  ye  still  of  the  well 
of  the  fomicationa  of  the  fair  Rosamond  I—ye  will 
w.  Nay  i-bm  wherefore  r'—  .     . 

Here  the  orator,  ere  he  oomd  answer  the  qaest»n  in 
his  own  way,  was  siiiprised  by  the  foUowinff  reply, 
very  pithily  pronounced  by  one  of  the  congrwation : 
—''^Because  you  and  the  h*ke  of  you,  have  lert  us  no 
brandy  to  mix  with  it." 

All  eyes  turned  to  the  audacious  speaker,  who  stood 
beside  one  of  the  thick  sturdy  Saxon  pillara,  which 
he  himself  somewhat  resembled,  being  short  of  sta- 
ture, but  Tenr  strongly  made,  a  squat  broad  Little 
John  sort  or  figure, leaning  on  a  quarterstaf^  and 
wearing  a  jerkin,  which,  though  now  sprelir  stained 
and  discoloured,  nsd  once  been  of  the  Lincoln  green, 
and  showed  remnants  of  having  been  laced.  There 
was  an  air  of  careless  good  humoured  audacity  about 
the  fellow ;  and.  thousirn  under  military  reetraint,  there 
were  some  of  ine  citizens  who  could  not  help  crying 
out-"  TVell  said,  Joceline  JolifTe !" 

"Jolly  Joceline,  call  ye  him?"  proceeded  the 
preacher,  without  showing  either  confusion  or  dis- 
pleasure at  the  interruption,—"!  will  make  him  Joce- 
line of  the  jail,  if  he  interrupts  me  again.  One  of  your 
Erk-keepen.  I  warrant,  that  can  never  forget  they 
ve  borne  C.  R.  upon  their  badges  and  bu^e-homs, 
even  as  a  dog  bears  his  owner's  name  on  his  collar— 
a  pretty  emblem  for  Chnstian  men !  But  the  brute 
beast  hath  the  better  of  him.— the  brute  weareth  his 
own  coat,  and  the  caitiff*  thrall  wears  his  master's.  I 
have  seen  such  a  wag  make  a  rope's  end  wag  ere 
DOW.— Where  was  I?— Oh,  rebokins?  you  for  your 
backalidings,  men  of  Woodstock.-~Yes,  then  ye  will 
•ay  ye  have  renounced  Popery,  and  ye  have  renounced 
Prelacy,  and  then  ye  wipe  your  mouths  like  Pharisees 
as  ye  are;  and  who  but  you  for  purity  of  religion! 
bat  I  tell  you,  ye  are  but  like  Jehu  the  son  of  Nimshi, 
who  broke  down  the  house  of  Baal,  yet  departed  not 
from  the  sons  of  Jeroboam.  Even  so  ye  eat  not  fish 
on  FViday  with  the  blinded  Papists,  nor  minced  pies 
on  the  twenty-fifth  dav  of  December,  like  the  slothful 
Prelatists;  but  ye  will  gorge  on  sack-possets  each 
night  in  the  yea;  with  vour  olind  Presbyterian  guide, 
and  ye  will  speak  evil  of  diniities,  and  revile  the 
Commonwealth;  and  ye  will  glomy  yourselves  in 
jour  psrk  of  Woodstock,  and  say,  *  was  it  not  walled 
in  first  of  any  other  in  Eiigland,  and  that  by  Henry, 
■on  of  William  called  the  Cooqupror?'  And  ye  have  a 

K'ncely  Lodge  therein,  and  call  the  same  a  Royal 
dge ;  and  ye  have  an  oak  which  ye  call  the  King's 
Oak ;  and  ye  steal  and  eat  the  venison  of  the  park ; 
and  ye  say, '  This  is  the  king's  venison,  we  will  wash 
it  down  with  a  cup  to  the  king's  health— better  we  eat 
it  than  those  round-headed  commonwealth  knaves.' 
But  listen  unto  me,  and  take  warning.  For  these 
things  come  we  to  controversy  with  you.  , And  our 
name  shall  be  a  cannon-shot,  before  which  your 
Lodge,  in  the  pleasantness  whereof  ye  take  pastime, 
shall  he  blown  into  ruins:  and  ye  will  be  aa  a  wedge 
to  split  asunder  the  King's  oak  into  billets  to  heat  a 
brown  baker's  oven ;  and  we  will  dispark  your  park, 
and  slay  your  deer,  and  oat  them  ourselves,  neither 
•hall  you  have  an v  portion  thereof,  whether  in  neck 
or  haunch.  Ye  snail  not  haft  a  tenpenny  knife  with 
the  horns  thereof  neither  shall  ye  cut  a  pair  of 
breeches  out  of  the  hide,  for  all  ye  be  cutlers  and  gto- 
vera;  and  ye  shall  have  no  comfort  or  support  neither 
fipm  the  sequestered  traitor  Henry  Lee,  who  called 
himself  nnger  of  Woodstock,  nor  fi!om  any  on  his 
behalf;  for  they  are  coming  hitner  who  shall  Se  called 
Maher-shalal-nash-baz,  becanae  he  maketh  haate  to 
the  spbiL" 

Here  ended  this  wild  effusion,  the  latter  part  of 
which  fell  heavy  on. the  souls  of  tne  poor  citizens  of 
Woodstock,  as  tending  to  confirm  a  report  of  an  nn- 
pleasing  nature  which  nad  been  lately  circulated.  The 
communication  with  I^ondon  was  indeed  slow,  and 
the  newa  which  it  transmitted  were  uncertain ;  no 
less  uncertain  were  the  timea  themselves,  and  the 
rumours  which  were  circulated,  exaggerated  by  the 
aopss  and  fears  of  so  many  various  factiona.  But 
the  general  atrsam  of  rsport,  so  fer  as  Woodatock 
was  coQoame^  had  of  late  run  unifennly  is  ooe  direc- 


tion. Day  after  day  they  had  been  inlonnod.  that  the 
fatal  fiat  of  Parliament  had  fsone  out,  for  aellinft  the 
park  of  Woodstock,  destroying  its  lod«a.  diapaifcuig 
ita  forest,  and  erasing,  aa  fer  aa  they  could  bo  arasad, 
all  traces  of  its  ancient  feme.  Many  of  cho  otnina 
were  likdy  to  be  auflerars  on  this  oeeaaMn,  so  aeveni 
of  them  enjoyed,  either  by  miSennee  or  fight,  ranoaa 
convenient  privileges,  of  pasturage,  cutting  firowocM. 
and  the  like,  in  the  royal  chase ;  sind  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  little  borough  were  hart  to  think,  that  the 
aoenery  of  the  nlaoe  waa  to  be  deatroved,  its  edifices 
ruined,  and  its  honours  rent  away.  This  la  a  patriotic 
sensation  often  found  in  auch  placea,  which  ancieni 
distinctions  and  lon^-cherished  recollections  of  Ibmier 
days,  render  so  different  from  towns  of  recent  date 
The  nativea  of  Woodatock  felt  it  in  the  fullest  forosi 
They  had  trembled  at  the  anticipated  calamity  i  b«i 
now,  when  it  waa  announced  by  the  appearanoe  of 
those  dark,  alern,  and  at  the  aame  time  omnipotsat 
soldiers— now  that  they  heard  it  proclaimad  by  the 
mouth  of  one  of  their  military  praachera— th^  ooa- 
sidered  their  fate  as  inevitable.  The  cauaea  of  disa- 
sreement  among  themselves  were  for  the  tioae 
forgotten,  aa  the  congregation,  diamiaaed  ^thoot 
paalmody  or  benediction,  went  abwly  and  moumiiiUy 
nomewara,  each  to  his  own  place  of  abode. 


CHAPTER  11. 

Come  forth,  old  man-Tliy  danchttr^  aids 

li  now  the  fluinf  ptaoe  tor  Uiee ; 
Wlien  Time  hath  qoeU'd  the  oalc'«  bol4  piida. 

The  jouthftti  tendril  yet  may  liide 
The  ruim  of  Um  parent  tree. 

Wrch  the  aermon  waa  ended,  the  milittiy  orator 
wiped  his  brow:  for,  notwithstanding  the  ronlnoas 
of  the  weather,  ne  was  heated  with  the  vehemence 
of  his  speech  and  action.  He  then  dosconded  fiom 
the  pulpit,  and  spoke  a  word  or  two  to  the  coiponl 
who  commanded  the  party  of  soldiers,  who,  rsplving 
by  a  sober  nod  of  intelligence,  drew  his  man  toQsUier, 
and  marched  them  in  order  to  their  quartara  in  the 
town. 

The  preacher  himself  aa  if  nothing  eztraoidinsiT 
had  happened,  left  the  church  and  aauntered  thioagn 
the  streets  of  Woodstock,  with  the  air  of  a  stranaer 
who  waa  viewing  the  town,  without  aeeming  co  ob- 
serve that  he  was  himself  in  his  turn  anxiously  sor- 
veyed  by  the  citizena,  whoae  furtive,  yet  frsqoeiit 
glances  seemed  to  regard  him  as  aomethtog  alike 
auspected  and  dreadful  yet  on  no  acooont  to  be  pro- 
voked. He  heeded  them  not,  but  sulked  on  in  the 
manner  affected  by  the  distinguished  fenatics  of  the 
day;  a  stiff"  solemn  pace,  a  severe  and  at  the  aanae 
time  a  contemplative  look,  like  thstof  a  roandisooos- 
posed  at  the  interruptions  which  earthly  objects  foicsd 
upon  him.  obliging  nim  by  their  intrusion  to  withdiaw 
his  thoughts  for  an  instant  from  celeatial  ihiofa.  In- 
nocent pleaaurse  of  what  kind  aoever  they  heU  in 
suspicion  and  contempt,  and  innocent  mirth  they 
abominated.  It  was,  however,  a  caat  of  mind  that 
formed  men  for  great  and  manlv  actiona,  aa  it  adopted 
principle,  and  that  of  an  unselnsh  character,  for  the 
ruUng  motive,  instead  of  the  gratification  of  paaaion. 
Some  of  these  men  were  indeed  hypocrites,  uain^  the 
cloak  of  religion  only  as  a  covering  for  their  ambitioai 
but  many  really  possessed  the  devotional  character, 
and  the  severe  republican  virtue,  which  others  only 
affected.  By  far  the  greater  number  hovered  between 
these  extremes,  felt  to  a  certain  extent  the  power  of 
religion,  and  complied  with  the  timea  in  afiectinic  • 
great  deal. 

The  individual,  whoss  pretensions  to  sanctity,  wril* 
ten  as  they  were  upon  his  brow  and  gait,  have  given 
riae  to  the  above  digression,  reached  at  length  the 
extremity  of  the  principal  street,  which  terminatoa 
upon  the  park  of  Woodstock.  A  battlemented  portal 
of  Gothic  appearance  defended  the  entrance  to  the 
avenue.  It  was  of  mixed  architecture,  but  on  ths 
whole,  though  compoaed  of  the  atyles  of  the  difiersot 
agee  when  it  had  received  additions,  had  a  striktnic 
and  imposing  effect.  An  immense  gate  composed  ot 
raila  of  hammcrsd  iron,  with  many  a  flouriah  aixl 
acroU,  displaying  as  ita  appermost  onuuneos  tha  ill- 
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ftled  apher  ofC.  R.,  was  new  deeayed,  being  imrtlf 
wasted  with  rust,  pairtlY  by  violeoee. 

The  straoger  paused,  as  if  uncertain  whether  he 
ihooki  demand  or  essay  entrance.  He  looked  through 
the  gratins  down  an  avenue  skirted  by  majestic 
Oiks,  which  led  onward  with  a  gentle  cunre,  as  if 
into  the  depths  of  some  ample  and  ancient  forest. 
The  wicket  of  the  large  iron  gate  being  left  unwittingly 
open,  the  soldier  was  tempted  to  enter,  yet  with  some 
Msitation,  as  he  that  intrudes  upon  ground  which  he 
eoojectnres  may  be  prohibited*— indeed  his  manner 
ihowed  more  reverence  for  the  scene  then  could  have 
been  expected  from  his  condition  and  character.  He 
ilaekened  his  stately  and  consequential  pace,  and  at 
leiwth  stood  still,  snd  looked  around  him. 

Not  far  from  ine  gate,  be  sow  rising  from  the  trees 
one  or  two  ancient  and  venerable  turrets,  bearing  each 
iiB  own  vane  of  rare  device  glittering  in  the  autumn 
■Di.  These  indicated  the  ancient  hunting  seat,  or 
Lodge,  as  it  was  called^  which  bad,  since  the  time  of 
Heniy  U^  been  occasionally  the  residence  of  the 
Englwh  monarchs,  when  it  pleased  them  to  visit  the 
voods  of  Oxford,  which  then  so  abounded  with  game, 
that,  according  to  old  Fuller,  huntsmen  snd  falconers 
wera  nowhere  better  pleased.  The  situation  which 
the  Lodge  occupied  was  a  piece  of  flat  ground,  now 
planted  with  sycamores,  not  far  from  the  entrance  to 
that  magnificent  spof^  where  the  spectator  flret  slops 
to  gaxe  upon  Blenheim,  to  think  of  Mariborough's 
tictones,  and  to  applaud  or  criticise  the  cumbrous 
nagoifieenoe  of  Vanbnigh*s  style. 

There,  too,  paused  our  military  preacher,  but  with 
other  tboogfata,  and  for  other  purpose,  than  to  ad- 
mire the  scene  around  him.  It  was  not  long  after- 
wards when  he  beheld  two  persons,  a  male  and  female, 
approaching  abwly,  and  so  deeply  enf^aged  in  their 
own  con?ervation  that  they  did  not  raise  their  eyes 
10  observe  that  there  stood  a  stranger  in  the  path 
bsfire  them.  The  soldier  took  advantage  of  their 
ftais  of  abstraction,  snd,  desirous  st  once  to  watch 
Mr  motions  and  avoid  their  observation,  he  glided 
beneath  one  of  the  huge  trees  which  skirted  the  path, 
•ad  whose  boughs,  sweeping  the  ground  on  every 
■de,  ensared  him  againai  discovery,  unless  in  case  of 
an  actual  aearch. 

Id  the  mean  time,  the  gentleman  and  lady  continued 
to  advance,  directing  tneir  course  to  s  rustic  seat, 
vfaich  still  enjoyed  the  sunbeams,  and  was  placed 
a&cent  to  the  tree  where  the  stranger  was  concealed. 

The  man  was  elderlv,  yet  seemed  bent  more  by 
soRow  and  infirmity,  than  by  the  weight  of  yeara. 
He  wore  a  mourning  cloak,  over  a  dress  of  the  same 
melancholy  colour,  cut  in  that  picturesque  form  which 
Vandyck  has  rendered  immortal.  But  although  the 
bandaomeL  it  was  put  on  and  worn  with  a 
which  ahowed  the  mind  of  the  wearer  ill 


at  ease.  Hia  aged,  yet  still  hsndsome  countenance^ 
had  the  same  air  or  consequence  which  distinguished 
tail  dress  and  his  gait.  A  striking  i>art  of  his  appear^ 
aoee  was  a  long  white  beard,  which  descended  far 
over  the  breaat  of  hia  slashed  doublet,  and  looked 
iingolar  from  its  contrast  in  colour  with  his  hsbit. 

The  young  lady,  by  whom  this  venerable  gentle- 
man seemed  to  be  in  some  d^ree  supported  ss  they 
walked  arm  in  arm.  was  a  slight  and  sylph-like /orrn, 
with  a  peraon  so  delicately  made,  and  so  beautiful  in 
eoonienance,  that  it  seemed  the  earth  on  which  she 
walked  was  too  grossly  massive  a  support  for  a  crea- 
ture so  aerial.  But  mortal  beauty  must  share  human 
aonows.  The  eyes  of  the  besutifu)  being  showed 
tokens  of  teora;  her  colour  was  heightened  as  she 
listened  to  her  aged  companion ;  and  it  was  plain, 
ftom  bis  melancholy  yet  displeused  look,  that  the  con- 
veiaation  was  as  distressing  to  himself  ss  to  her. 
When  they  sat  down  on  the  bench  we  have  men- 
tbned,  the  gentleman's  discoarse  could  be  distinctly 
oierheard  by  the  eaves-dropping  soldier,  but  the  an- 
■were  of  the  young  lady  reached  his  ear  rather  leas 
distioetly. 

*'It  is  not  to  be  endured  1"  said  the  old  man,  pas- 
■Doatdy;  "it  would  stir  up  a  paralytic  wretch  to 
itart  up  a  soldier.  My  people  hsve  been  thinned,  I 
Knot  foo,  <K'  have  fallen  ofi'from  me  in  these  times— 
1  owe  them  no  grudge  for  it,  poor  knaves;  what 


should  they  do  waiting  en  me,  when  the  pantry  baa 
no  bread  and  the  buttery  no  ale?  But  we  have  stiU 
shout  us  some  rugged  forestere  of  the  old  Woodstock 
breed— old  as  myself  most  of  them— what  of  that  7 
old  wood  seldom  waips  in  the  wetting:— I  will  hold 
out  the  old  house^  and  it  will  not  be  the  nret  time  that 
I  have  held  it  againat  ten  times  the  strength  that  we 
hear  of  now.'' 

"Alas !  my  dear  father !"-7-said  the  young  lady,  in 
a  tone  which  seemed  to  intimste  his  proposal  of  d(^ 
fisnce  to  be  altogether  desperste. 

"And  why,  alas?"  said  the  gentleman,  angnly } 
"ia  it  because  I  shut  my  door  against  s  score  or  two 
of  these  blood-ihirety  hypocrites'?" 

"  But  their  mastere  can  as  easily  send  a  regiment  or 
an  army,  if  they  will,"  replied  the  lady;  "snd  what 
good  would  your  present  defence  do,  excepting  to 
exasperate  them  to  your  utter  destruction  7" 

"  Be  it  so,  Alice,"  replied  her  father ;  "I  have  lived 
my  time,  and  beyond  it.  I  have  outlived  the  kindest 
and  most  princelike  of  mssters.  What  do  I  do  on  the 
earth  since  the  dismal  thirtieth  of  January*?  The  par- 
ridde  of  that  day  waa  a  eignal  to  all  true  aervanta  of 
Charles  Stewart  to  avenge  his  desth,  or  die  as  soon 
after  as  they  could  find  a  worthy  opportunity!" 

"  Do  not  speak  thus,  sir,"  said  Alice  Lee ;  "  it  doea 
not  become  your  gravity  and  your  worth  to  throw 
away  that  life  which  may  yet  be  of  service  to  your 
king  and  country,- it  will  not  and  cannot  alwaya  be 
thus.  England  will  not  long  endure  the  nilere  which 
these  bsd  times  have  assigned  her.  In  the  mesn  while 
—[here  a  few  words  escaped  the  listener's  eare]— and 
beware  of  that  impatience,  which  makee  bad 
worse." 

"Worse?"  exclaimed  the  impatient  old  maii| 
**What  can  be  worse?  Is  it  not  at  the  worat  already? 
Will  not  these  people  expel  us  from  the  only  shelter 
we  have  left— dilapidate  what  remains  of  roysl  pro- 
perty under  niy  charge— make  the  palace  of  princes 
into  a  den  of  thieves,  and  then  wipe  their  mouths 
and  thank  Gtod,  as  if  they  had  done  on  alms-deed  ?" 

"Still,"  said  his  daughter,  "there  is  hope  behind, 
snd  I  trust  the  King  is  ere  this  out  of  their  reach — 
We  hsve  reason  to  think  well  of  my  brother  Albert's 
safety." 

"  Ay.  Albert !  there  again,"  aaid  the  old  man,  in  a 
tone  oi  reproach ;  "  had  it  not  been  for  thy  entreaties 
I  had  gone  to  Worcester  myself;  but  I  must  needs 
lie  here  like  a  worthless  hound  when  the  hunt  is  up. 
when  who  knows  what  service  I  might  hove  shown  7 
An  old  man's  head  is  sometimes  useful  when  hia 
srm  is  but  little  worth.  But  you  and  Albert  were  so 
desirous  tbst  he  should  go  alone— and  now,  who  can 
ssy  whst  hss  become  of  him  ?" 

''  Nsy,  nay,  father,"  ssid  Alice,  "  we  hsve  good  hope 
that  Albert  escaped  from  that  ratal  day ;  young  Ab- 
ney  saw  him  a  mile  from  the  field." 

^'  Young  Abney  lied,  I  believe,"  ssid  the  father,  m 
the  same  numour  of  contradiction^"  Voung  Abney's 
tongue  seems  quicker  than  his  hands,  but  lar  slower 
than  his  horse's  heels  when  he  leaves  the  roundheada 
behind  him.  I  would  rather  Albert's  dead  body  were 
laid  between  Charlea  and  Cromwell,  than  bear  ne  fled 
as  enrly  as  youm?  Abney." 

"  My  deareat  father,"  said  the  young  lady,  weeping 
as  she  spoke,  "  what  can  1  say  to  comfort  you  ?" 

"Comfort  me,  say'st  thou,  girl?  I  am  sick  of  com- 
fort— an  honourable  death,  with  the  ruins  of  Wood- 
stock for  my  monument,  were  the  only  comfort  to 
old  Henry  Lee.  Yes,  by  the  memory  or  my  fatherel 
I  will  make  good  the  Lodge  against  these  rebellious 
robbere."  • 

"Yet  be  ruled,  dearest  father,"  said  the  maiden, 
"  and  submit  to  that  which  we  cannot  gainssy.  My 
uncle  Everard" 

Here  the  old  man  caught  at  her  unfinished  woraa. 

"Thy  uncle  Everard,  wench!— Well,  get  on.— What 

T)!  thy  precious  and  loving  uncle  Everard?'  , 

"Nothing,  sir,"  she  said,  "if  the  subject  displ 


you." 

"Displeases  me?"  he  replied,  "why  should  it  dis- 
please me  ?  or  if  it  did,  why  shouldst  thou,  or  snr 
one,  aflect  to  care  about  it  7  What  is  it  tbst  hath 
happened  of  late  years— what  ia  it  can  be  thoofl^t  to 
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happen  that  astrologer  can  gaeas  at,  which  can  give 
pleasure  to  us  7" 

"Fate,"  she  rnlied,  "  may  have  in  store  the  joyful 
restoration  of  our  banished  Prince." 

"  Too  late  for  my  time,  Alice,"  said  the  knight :  "if 
there  be  such  a  white  page  in  the  heavenly  book,  it 
will  not  be  turned  until  long  after  ray  day.— But  I  see 
thou  wouldst  escape  me.— In  a  word,  what  of  thy 
uncle  Everard  7" 

"  Nay,  sir,"  said  Alice,  "  God  knows  I  would  rather 
be  silent  for  ever,  than  speak  what  might,  as  you 
would  take  it,  add  to  your  present  distempers  lure." 

" Oistemperaiure !",  said  ner  father;  " Oh,  thou  art 
a  sweet-lipped  physician,  and  wouldst,  I  warrant  me, 
drop  naught  but  sweet  balm,  and  honey,  and  oil,  on 
my  distemperature— if  that  is  the  phrase  for  an  old 
man's  ailment,  when  he  is  well  nigh  heart-broken,— 
Once  more,  what  of  thy  uncle  Everard  7" 

His  last  words  were  uttered  in  a  higti  and  peevish 
tone  of  voice;  and  Alice  Lee  answered  her  father  in 
a  trembling  and  submissive  tone. 
"  I  only  meant  to  say,  sir,  that  I  am  well  assured 

that  my  uncle  Everard,  when  we  quit  this  place" 

"That  is  to  say,  when  we  are  kicked  out  of  it  by 
crop-eared  canting  villains  like  himself.— But  on  with 
thy  bountiful  uncle— what  will  he  do  7  will  he  give  us 
the  remains  of  his  worshipful  and  economical  houae- 
keeping,  the  fragments  of  a  thrice-aacked  capon 
twice-B-week.  and  a  plentiful  fast  on  the  other  five 
days  7— Will  he  give  us  beds  beside  his  half-surved 
nags,  and  put  them  under  a  short  allowance  of  straw, 
that  his  sister's  husband— that  J  should  have  called 
my  deceased  angel  by  such  a  name  .i— and  his  sisteHs 
daughter,  mav  not  sleep  on  the  stones  7  Or  will  he 
send  us  a  noble  each,  with  a  warning  to  make  it  last, 
for  he  had  never  known  the  ready-penny  so  hard  to 
come  by  7  Or  what  else  will  your  uncle  Everard  do 
for  us  7  Get  us  a  furlough  to  beg  7  Why,  I  can  do 
that  without  him." 

"You  misconstrue  him  much."  answered  Alice, 
with  more  spirit  than  she  had  hitherto  displayed; 
"  and  would  you  but  question  your  own  heart,  you 
would  acknowledge — I  speak  with  reverence— that 
your  tongue  utters  what  your  better  judgment  would 
disown.  My  uncle  Everaid  is  neither  a  miser  nor  a 
hypocrite,  neither  so  fond  of  the  goods  of  this  world 
that  he  would  not  suppljr  our  distresses  amply,  nor  so 
wedded  to  fanatical  opinions  as  to  exclude  chanty 
for  other  sects  beside  his  own." 

"  Ay,  ay,  the  Church  of  England  is  a  9ect  with  him, 
I  doubt  not,  and  perhaps  with  thee  too,  Alice,"  said  the 
knight.  "  What  is  a  Muggletonian.  or  a  Ranter,  or  a 
Browmst,  but  a  sectary  7  and  thy  phrase  places  them 
all,  with  Jack  Presbyter  himselL  on  the  same  footing 
with  our  learned  prelates  and  religious  cleigy !  Such 
is  the  cant  of  the  day  thou  livest  in,  and  why  shouldst 
thou  not  talk  like  one  of  the  wise  virgins  and  psalm- 
singing  sisters  since,  though  thou  hast  a  profane  old 
cavaher  for  a  father,  thou  art  own  niece  to  pious  uncle 
Everard  7" 

"  If  you  speak  thus,  ray  dear  fathe*-,"  aaid  Alice, 
"what  can  I  answer  you /  Hear  me  but  one  patient 
word,  and  I  shall  have  discharged  my  uncle  Everaid's 
commission." 

"  Oh,  it  is  a  commission  then  7  Surely,  I  suspected 
so  much  from  the  banning— nay,  have  some  sharp 
guess  touching  the  ombassador  alao.— Come,  madam 
the  mediator,  do  your  errand,  and  vou  shall  have  no 
reason  to  complam  of  my  patience. 

"Then,  sir,  replied  his  daughter,  "my  uncle  Eve- 
rard desires  you  would  be  courteous  to  the  commis- 
sioners, who  come  here  to  sequestrate  the  parks  and 
the  property ;  or,  at  least,  heedfuliy  to  abstain  from  giv- 
ing them  obstacle  or  opposition  :  it  can,  he  pays,  do  no 
goo4  even  on  your  own  principles,  and  it  will  give  a 
pretext  for  proceeding  against  you  as  one  in  the  worst 
decree  of  malignity,  which  he  thinks  may  otherwise 
be  prevented.  Nay,  he  has  i^ood  hope,  that  if  you 
follow  his  counsel,  the  committee  may,  through  the 
interest  he  possesses,  be  inclined  to  remove  the  e»> 
questration  of  your  estate  on  a  moderate  fine  Tlius 
says  my  uncle ;  and  having  communicated  his  advice, 
I  have  no  occasion  to  uige  your  potienoe  with  farther 
argumaot." 


"It  is  well  thou  dost  not,  Alice,"  answered  Sir 
Henry  Lee,  in  a  tone  of  suppressed  anger;  "for,  by 
the  blessed  Rood,  thou  hast  well  nigh  led  me  into  the 
heresy  of  thinking  thee  no  daughter  of  mine.— Ah ! ' 
my  beloved  companion,  who  art  now  far  from  the 
sorrows  and  cares  of  this  weary  world,  couldst  thoD 
have  thought  that  the  daughter  thou  didst  clasp  to 
thy  boaom,  would,  like  the  wicked  wife  of  Job,  become 
a  temptresa  to  her  father  in  the  hour  of  affliction,  aad 
recommend  to  him  to  make  his  conscience  truckle  to 
his  intesesL  and  to  beg  back  at  the  bloody  hands  oif 
his  masters,  and  perhaps  his  son's  murderers,  a 
wretched  remnant  of  the  royal  property  he  has  been 
robbed  of  I— Why,  wench,  if  I  must  beg,  tliink'st  thou 
I  will  sue  to  those  who  have  made  me  a  mendicant  7 
No.  I  will  never  show  my  gray  beard,  worn  in  sorrow 
for  my  sovereign's  death,  move  the  compassion  of 
some  proud  sequestrator,  who  perhaps  was  one  <^the 
parricides.  No.  If  Henry  Lee  must  sue  for  food,  it 
shall  be  of  some  sound  loyalist  like  himself,  woo, 
having  but  half  a  loaf  remaining,  will  not  neveithe* 
less  refuse  to  share  it  with  him.  For  his  dau^ter, 
she  may  wander  her  own  way.  which  leads  her  to  a 
refuge  with  her  wealthy  roundhead  kinsfolk ;  but  let 
her  no  more  call  him  father,  whose  honest  indigenes 
she  has  refused  to  share !" 

"You  do  me  injustice,  sir,"  answered  the  yoang 
lady,  with  a  voice  animated  yet  faltering,  "crael  in- 
justice. God  knows,  your  way  is  my  way,  though  it 
lead  to  ruin  and  beggary;  and  while  you  tread  it,  my 
arm  shall  support  you  while  you  will  accept  an  aid  so 
fiseble." 

TIkki  wonl'st  me  girl,"  answered  the  old  cavalio-, 
"thou  word'st  me,  aa  Will  Shakspeare  says— thoo 
speakest  of  lending  me  thy  arm  ;  but  thy  secret 
thought  is  thyself  lohang upon  Markham  Everard'&" 

"Hy  father,  my  father,"  answered  Alice,  in  a  tone 
of  deep  grief,  what  can  thus  have  altered  your  clear 
judgment  and  kindly  heart  7— Accursed  be  these  civil 
commotions  1  not  only  do  they  destroy  men's  bodies, 
but  they  pervert  their  souls;  and  the  brave,  the 
noble,  the  generous,  become  suroicious,  harsh,  and 
mean !  Why  upbraid  me  with  Markham  Everard  7 
Have  I  seen  or  spoke  to  him  since  you  forbid  him  my 
company,  with  terms  less  kind— I  will  speak  it  truljr 
-than  was  due  even  to  the  relationship  betwixt  yooi 
Why  think  I  would  sacrifice  to  that  young  man  my 
duty  to  you  7  Know,  that  were  I  capable  of  suco 
criminal  weakness,  Mariiham  Everard  were  the  fint 
to  despise  me  for  it.". 

She  put  her  handkerchief  to  her  eyes,  but  she  coald 
not  hide  her  sobs,  nor  conceal  the  distress  they  inii- 
mated.    The  old  man  was  moved. 

"  I  cannot  tell,"  he  said,  "  what  to  think  of  iL  Tnon 
seem'st  sincere,  and  wert  ever  a  good  and  kindly 
daughtei^-how  thou  hast  let  that  rebel  youth  creep 
into  thy  heart  I  wot  not :  perhaps  it  is  a  punishment 
on  me.  who  thought  the  loyalty  of  my  boose  was  like 
undefiled  ermine.  Yet  hero  is  a  damned  spot,  and  oa 
the  fairest  gem  of  all— my  own  dear  AUce.  But  do 
not  weep— we  have  enough  to  vex  us.  Where  is  it  that 
Shakspeare  hath  it  :— 

-~-*  Gentle  danehter. 
Give  even  way  anto  mj  rongh  affaini ; 
Put  vou  not  cm  the  temper  of  Uie  timee. 
Nor  be,  like  ihem,  to  Pcrrr  troubleeome."* 

"I  am  glad,"  answered  the  young  lady,  "to  bear 
you  quote  vour  favourite  again,  sir.  Our  little  jaii 
are  ever  well  nigh  ended  when  Shakspeare  comes  in 
play." 

'^His  book  was  the  closet-companion  of  my  blessed 
master,"  said  Sir  Henry  Lee  ;  *  after  the  Bible,  (with 
reverence  for  naming  them  together!)  he  felt  mors 
comfort  in  it  than  in  any  other ;  and  as  I  have  shared 
his  disease,  why,  it  is  natural  I  ahould  take  his  medi- 
cine. Albeit,  I  pretend  not  to  my  master's  art  m 
explaining  the  dark  passages;  for  I  am  but  a, rude 
man,  and  rustically  brought  up  to  arms  and  hunting. 

"  You  have  seen  Shakspeare  yourself^  sir  7"  said  the 
young  lady.  .    . 

"^Ily  wench,"  replied  the  knight,  "he died  when 
I  was  a  mere  child— thou  hast  heard  me  say  so  twenty 
times ;  but  thou  wouldst  lead  the  old  man  awav  from 
the  tender  aubject    Well,  though  I  am  not  bliiid,  I 
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ran  abut  my  «yeft  and  follow.  Ben  Johnson  I  knew, 
ind  ooold  tell  thee  many  a  tale  of  our  meetings  at  the 
Mennaid,  where,  if  there  was  much  wine,  there  was 
nuch  wit  also.  We  did  not  sit  blowing  tobacco  in 
nch  other's  faces,  and  taming  in>  the  whites  of  our 
nes  as  we  turned  up  the  bottom  or  the  wine-pot.  Old 
Bmi  adopted  me  as  one  of  his  sons  in  the  muses.  I 
have  shown  you,  have  I  not,  the  verse&  *  To  my  much 
beloved  son^he  worshipful  Sir  Henry  Lee  of  Ditchley, 
KoiKht  and  Baronet  Y  " 

**I  do  not  remember  them  at  present,  air,"  replied 
Alice. 

"I  fear  ye  lie,  wench,"  said  her  father;  "but  no 
natter— thou  canat  not  get  any  more  foohns  out  of 
me  just  now.  The  Evil  Spirit  naih  left  Saul  for  the 
present.  We  are  now  to  think  what  is  to  be  done 
about  leaving  Woodstock— or  defending  it?" 

"Mv  dearest  father,"  said  Alice,  '^can  you  still 
aooriib  a  moment'a  hope  of  making  good  the  place  7" 
**]  know  not,  wench,"  replied  Sir  Henry;  "I 
eould  fain  have  a  parting  blow  with  them,  'tis  cer- 
tain—and who  knows  where  a  blessing  may  alight  ? 
Bnt  then,  my  poor  knaves  that  must  take  part  with 
oe  in  so  hopdess  a  quarrel— that  thought  hampere 
Ofc  I  coofras." 

'^Obt  let  it  do  ao,  sir"  replied  Alice;  "there  are 
nUiere  in  the  town,  and  there  are  three  regiments  at 
Oifndr' 

"Ah,  poor  Oxford !". exclaimed  Sir  Henry,  whose 
Tiollating  state  of  mind  was  turned  by  a  word  to 
my  new  subiecc  that  was  suggested,^-"  Seat  of 
ksrniog  and  loyalty!  these  rede  aoldien  are  unfit 
inaates  for  thy  learned  halls  and  poetical  bowera: 
but  thy  pure  and  brilliant  lamp  shall  defy  the  foul 
biaathofa  thouaaod  churls,  were  they  to  nlowatit 
Eke  Boreas.  The  burning  bush  shaU  not  be  con- 
BUDsd,  even  by  the  heat  ofthis  persecution." 

"Tree,  ar,"  said  Alice,  "and  it  may  not  be  nselesa 
10  recollect,  that  any  stirring  of  the  royalists  at  this 
ospropitioas  moment  will  make  them  deal  yet  more 
birsbly  with  the  University,  which  they  consider  aa 
beoc  at  the  bottom  of  every  thing  which  moves  for 
tbe  tuDg  in  these  paru." 

"It  is  tree,  wench,"  rralied  the  knight;  "and 
•mall  cause  would  make  the  villains  sequestrete  the 
poor  rsmains  which  the  civil  wars  have  left  to  the 
ooUcM  That,  and  the  risk  of  my  poor  fellows— 
Wdl;  thou  hast  disarmed  me,  girl.  I  will  be  as  pa- 
tisot  and  calm  aa  a  man>T." 

"Pray  God  you  keep  your  word,  sir!"  replied  his 
dsoghtsr ;  "  but  you  are  ever  ao  much  moved  at  the 

•igbt  of  any  of  these  men,  that" 

Would  you  make  a  child  of  me,  Alice?"  aaid  Sir 
Henry.  "Why,  know  rou  not  that  I  can  look  upon 
a  viptr,  or  a  toad,  or  a  ounch  of  enf^ndering  adders, 
witttmt  any  worse  feeling  than  a  little  disgust?  and 
tboURk  a  roundhead,  and  especially  a  red-coat,  afe  in 
my  opioioo  more  poisonous  than  viper^  more  loath- 
mne  than  toads,  more  hateful  than  knotted  adders, 
yet  can  I  overcome  my  nature  so  far,  that  should  one 
tf  them  appear  at  this  moment,  thyself  should  see 
bow  civilly  I  would  entreat  him." 

Ai  he  spoke,  tbe  military  preacher  abandoned  hie 
leafy  screen,  and,  atalking  forward,  stood  unexpect- 
ailv  before  toe  old  cavalier,  who  stared  at  him,  as  if 
be  Dad  thought  his  expressions  had  actually  raised 
tbe  devil. 

"Who  art  thou?"  at  length  aaid  Su:  Henry,  in  a 
niaed  and  angry  voice,  while  his  daughter  clang  to 
bis  arm  in  terror,  little  confident  that  her  fathet's  pa- 
cific reaolutioos  would  abide  the  shock  of  this  unwel- 
come spparition. 

"I  am  one,"  replied  the  soldier,  **  who  neither  fear 
Qor  shame  to  call  myself  a  poor  day-labourer  in  the 
iraat  work  of  England— umph !— Ay,  a  simple  and 
Ulcere  upholder  of  the  good  old  cause." 

"And  what  the  devil  do  you  aeek  here?"  said  the 
eid  knight,  fiercely. 

"The  vrelcome  due  to  the  steward  of  the  Lords 
Commissionera,"  answoed  the  soldier. 

"Welcome  art  thou  as  salt  would  be  to  sore  eyea," 
•aid  the  cavalier ;  "  but  who  be  your  Commissioners, 
man!" 


which  Sir  Hennr  took  from  him  betwixt  his  finger 
and  thumb,  as  if  it  were  a  letter  from  a  pest-house; 
and  held  it  at  as  much  distsnce  from  his  eyes,  ss  his 
purpose  of  reading  it  would  permit.  He  then  read 
aloud,  and  aa  he  named  the  parties  one  by  one,  he 
added  a  abort  commentary  on  each  name,  addressed, 
indeed,  to  Alice,  but  in  such  a  tone  es  showed  ha 
cared  not  for  its  being  heard  by  the  aoldier. 

^^  Dtritorough — the  ploughman  Desborougfa — as 
grovelling  a  clown  as  is  in  Bnglsnd— a  fellow  that 
would  be  best  at  home,  like  an  ancient  Scythian, 
under  the  tilt  of  a  wagon— d—n  him.  Harrison,  a 
bloody-minded,  ranting  enthusiaat,  who  read  the 
Bible  to  auch  purpose,  that  he  never  locked  a  text  to 
justify  a  muraer—d— n  him  too.  BleUon—B  true- 
blue  Commonwealth'e  man,  one  of  Harrison's  Rota 
Club,  vrith  hia  noddle  full  of  newfangled  notions 
about  government,  the  clearest  object  of  which  is  to 
establish  the  tsil  upon  the  head :  a  fellow  who  leaves 
you  the  statutes  and  law  of  Old  England,  to  prate  of 
Rome  and  Greece— sees  the  Areopagus  in  Westmin- 
ster-Hall, and  takes  old  Noll  for  a  Roman  Consul— 
Adad,  he  is  like  to  prove  a  dictator  amongst  them  in- 
stead.   Never  mind— d—n  Bletson  too." 

"  Friend,"  said  the  soldier,  "  I  would  willingly  be 
civil,  but  it  consists  not  with  my  duty  to  hear  these 
godly  men,  in  whose  service  I  am,  spoken  of  after 
this  irreverent  and  unbecoming  fashion.  And  albeit 
I  know  that  you  maKgnants  think  you  have  a  right 
to  make  free  with  that  damnation,  which  you  seem 
to  use  as  your  own  portion,  yet  it  is  superfluous  to 
invoke  it  agamat  others,  who  have  better  hopes  in 
their  thoughts,  and  better  words  in  their  mouths." 

"Thou  art  but  a  canting  varlet,"  replied  the  knight ; 
"and  yet  thou  art  right  in  some  sense— forit is  super- 
fluous to  curse  men  who  already  are  damned  as  biack 
as  the  smoke  of  hell  itself." 

"  I  prithee  forbear,"  continued  the  soldier,  "for  man 
ners'  sake,  if  not  for  conscience— grisly  oaths  suit  ill 
with  gray  beards." 

"  Nsy,  that  is  truth,  if  the  devil  spoke  it,"  said  the 
knight:  "and  I  thank  Heaven  I  can  follow  goo^ 
counsel,  though  old  Nick  ^ives  it.  And  so,  fnend, 
touching  these  same  Commissioners,  bear  them  thia 
message ;  that  Sir  Henry  Lee  is  keeper  of  Woodstock 
Park,  with  right  of  waif  and  stray,  vert  and  venison, 
as  complete  as  any  of  them  have  to  their  estate— that 
is,  if  they  possess  any  estate  but  what  they  have  gained 
by  plunoen ng  honest  men.  Nevertheless,  he  will  give 
piece  to  those  who  have  made  their  might  their  right, 
and  will  not  expose  the  lives  of  good  and  true  men, 
where  the  odds  are  so  much  against  them.  And  bs 
protests  that  he  makes  this  surrender,  neither  as  ac- 
knowledging of  these  so  termed  Commissioners,  nor 
as  for  his  own  individual  part  fearing  their  force,  but 
purely  to  avoid  the  lo(*s  of  English  blood,  of  which  so 
much  ha*h  been  spilt  in  these  late  times." 

"  It  is  well  spoken,"  said  the  steward  of  the  Com- 
missionere;  "and  therefore,  I  pray  you,  let  us  walk 
together  into  the  liousa  that  thon  mayst  deliver  up 
unto  me  the  vessels,  and  gold  and  silver  ornaments 
belonging:  unto  the  Egyptian  Pharaoh  who  committed 
them  to  thy  keeping.^^  , ,  ,    .  , 

"What  vessels?*'  exclaimed  the  fiery  old  knight; 
"and  belonging  to  whom?  Unbaptized  dog,  apeak 
civil  of  the  Martyr  in  my  presence,  or  I  will  do  a  deed 
misbecoming  of  me  on  that  caitifi  corpse  of  thine !  — 
And  shaking  his  daughter  from  his  nght  arm,  the  old 
man  laid  his  hand  on  his  rapier. 

His  antagonist,  on  the  contrary,  Kept  hia  temper 
completely,  and  waving  his  hand  to  add  impression 
to  his  speech,  he  said,  with  a  calmness  which  aggra- 
vated Sir  Henry's  wrath.  "Nay,  good  fhend,  I  pnthce 
be  still,  and  brawl  not— it  becomes  not  gray  hsire  ana 
feeble  arms  to  rail  and  rant  Hko  drunkards.  But  me 
not  to  use  the  carnal  weapon  in  mine  own  defence, 
but  listen  to  the  voice  of  reason.  Seest  thou  not  that 
the  Lord  hath  decided  this  great  con  troversy  m  favour 
of  us  and  ours,  against  theo  and  thine?  Whercfora 
render  up  thy  stewardship  peacefully,  and  deliver  up 
to  me  the  chattels  of  the  Man,  Charles  Stevpari. 
"Patience  is  a  good  na«,  but  she  wiU  bolt."  Mid  the 
.  ,  knight,  unable  longer  to  rein  in  hia  wrath.  He  plucked 

The  soldier  with  little  courteey  haki  out  s  scroll,  |  his  sheathed  rapier  from  his  side,  stnick  the  soldier  g 
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ferera  blow  with  it,  and  instantly  drawing  it,  and 
throwing  tho  scabbard  over  the  trees,  placed  himself 
in  a  posture  of  defence,  with  bis  swora^s  point  within 
half  a  yard  of  the  steward's  body.  The  latter  stepped 
back  with  actiTity,  threw  his  Ions  cloak  from  nis 
ahoiildeni  and  drawing  his  long  tack,  stood  upon  his 
guard.  The  swords  clashed  smartly  together,  while 
Alice,  in  her  terror,  screamed  wildly  for  assistance. 
Rat  the  combat  was  of  short  duration.  The  old  cava- 
lier had  attacked  a  man  as  cunning  of  fent»  as  he 
himselC  or  a  little  more  so^  and  possessing,  all  the 
strength  and  activity  of  which  time  had  deprived  Sir 
Henry,  and  the  calmness  which  the  other  had  lost  in 
his  passion.  They  had  scarce  exchanged  three  passes 
ere  the  sword  of  the  knight  flew  up  in  the  air.  as  if  it 
had  gone  in  search  of  the  scabbard ;  and,  burning 
with  shame  and  anger,  Sir  Henry  stood  disarmed,  at 
the  mercy  of  bis  antagonist.  The  republican  showed 
no  purpose  of  abusing  his  victory ;  nor  did  he,  either 
dunng  the  combat,  or  after  the  victory  was  won,,  in 
any  respect  alter  the  sour  and  grave  composure  which 
reigned  upon  his  countenance— a  combat  of  life  and 
death  seemed  to  him  a  thing  as  familiar,  and  as  little 
to  be  feared,  as  an  ordinary  bout  with  foils. 

"  Thoa  art  delivered  into  my  hands,"  he  said.  "  and 
by  the  law  of  arms  I  migbt  smite  thee  under  the  fifth 
no,  even  as  Asabel  was  struck  dead  by  Abner,  the  son 
of  Ner,  as  he  followed  the  chase  on  the  hillof  Ammah, 
that  lieth  before  Giah,  in  the  way  of  the  wilderness  of 
GKbeon:  but  far  be  it  from  me  to  spill  thy  remaining 
drops  of  blood.  Trae  it  is^  thou  art  the  captive  of  (ny 
sword  andof  my  spear ;  nevertheless,  seeing  that  there 
may  be  a  turning  from  thine  evil  ways,  and  a  return- 
ing to  those  which  are  good,  if  the  Lord  enlarge  thy 
date  for  repentance  and  amendment,  wherefore  should 
it  be  shortened  by  a  poor  sinful  mortal,  who  is,  speak- 
ing truly,  but  thy  fellow  worm  T* 

Sir  Henry  Lee  remained  still  confused,  and  unable 
to  answer,  when  there  arrived  a  fourth  person,  whom 
the  cries  of  Alice  had  summoned  to  the  spot.  This 
was  Joceline  Joliffe,  one  of  the  under-keepers  of  the 
walk,  wba  seeing  how  matters  stood,  brandished  his 
quartersta^  a  weapon  from  which  he  never  parted, 
and  having  made  it  describe  the  figure  of  eight  in  a 
flourish  through  die  air,  would  have  brought  it  down 
with  a  vengeance  upon  the  head  of  the  steward,  had 
not  Sir  Henry  interposed. 

"  We  must  trail  bats  now,  Joceline— our  time  of 
shouldering  them  is  past.  It  skills  not  striving  against 
the  stream— the  devd  rules  the  roast,  and  makes  our 
slaves  our  tutors." 

At  (bis  moment  another  auxiliary  rushed  out  of  the 
thicket  to,  the  knight's  assistance.  It  was  a  laiige 
wolf-dog,  in  strength  a  mastiflj  in  form  and  almost 
in  flcetiiess  a  greyhound.  Bevis  was  the  noblest  of 
the  kinj  which  ever  pulled  down  a  stag,  tawny-colour- 
ed ';k^  a  lion,  with  a  black  muzzle  and  black  feet,  just 
».'^^>i  with  a  line  of  white  round  the  toes.  .He  was 
as  :.  actable  as  he  was  strong  and  boM.  Just  as  he 
w  afl  about  to  rush  upon  the  soldier,  the  words,  "Peace, 
Boms  !"  from  Sh:  Henry,  converted  the  lion  into  a 
bjitb,  and,  instead  of  pulling  the  soldier  down,  he 
\«  a<ked  round  and  round,  and  snufied;  as  if  using  all 
h.^  su^city  to  discover  who  tbe  stranger  coula  be, 
towaru  whom,  though  of  so  questionable  an  amear- 
a:ice,  he  was  enjoined  forbearance.  Apparently  he 
was  satisfied,  for  he  laid  aside  his  doubtful  and  threat- 
emng  demonstrations,  lowered  his  ears,  smoothed 
down  bis  bristles,  and  wagged  his  tail. 

Sir  Henry,  who  had  great  respect  for  the  sagacity 
of  his  favounte,  said  in  a  low  voice  to  Alice,  "  Bevis 
IS  of  thy  opinion,  and  counsels  submission.  There  is 
the  finger  of  Heaven  in  this  to  punish  the  pride,  ever 
the  fault  of  our  house.— Pnend,"  he  contmued,  ad- 
dressing the  soldier,  "  thou  hast  giv^n  the  finishing 
touch  ra  a  lesson,  which  ten  years  of  constant  mis- 
fortune have  been  unable  fullv  to  teach  roe.  Thou 
oast  distinctly  shown  me  the  folly  of  thinking  4hat  a 
good  cause  can  strengthen  a  weak  arm.  God  forgive 
Die  (or  the  thouftht,  but  I  could  almost  turn  infulel, 
and  believe  that  Heaven's  blessing  Efoes  ever  with  the 
longest  sword ;  but  it  will  not  be  always  thus.  (Jod 
knows  his  time.— Reach  me  my  Toledo,  Joceline, 
foniier  it  lies ;  and  the  scabbard,  see  where  it  hangs 


on  the  tree.— Do  not  poll  at  mv  doak,  Alice,  and  look 
so  miserably  frightened:  I  shall  be  in  no  hurry  to  be- 
take me  to  bright  steel  again,  I  promise  thee.— For 
thee,  good  fellow,^  I  thank  thee,  and  will  make  way 
for  tn^  mastera  without  farther  dispute  or  ceremODy. 
Joceline  Jolifie  is  nearer  thy  dtme  than  I  am,  aol 
will  make  surrender  to  thee  of  the  Lodge  and  booi»> 
hold  stuff.— Withhold  nothing,  Joliffe— let  them  hvn 
all.  For  me,  I  will  never  cross  the  tbreshcrfd  again-* 
but  where  to  rest  for  a  night  ?  I  would  trouble  no  one 
in  Woodstock— hum— ay— it  shall  be  ao.  Alice  and 
L  Joceline,  will  go  down  to  thy  hut  by  RosamoiKPa 
Well ;  we  will  borrow  the  shelter  of  thy  roof  for  oni 
night  at  least ;  thou  wilt  give  us  welcome,  wilt  tfaoo 
not  ?— How  now— a  clouded  brow  f^ 

Joceline  certainly  looked  embarrassed,  directed  firK 
a  glance  to  Alice,  then  looked  to  heaven,  then  to  eartht 
and  last  to  the  four  quartere  of  the  homon,  and  then 
murmured  out,  ^'Certainly— without  question — ^nuKht 
he  but  run  down  to  put  the  house  in  order." 

"Order  enough— order  enough— for  those  tbaC  nay 
soon  be  glad  of  clean  straw  in  a  bam,"  said  the 
knight;  *n»ut  if  thou  hast  an  ill-will  to  harbour  any 
obnoxious  or  malignant  persons,  as  the  phraas  goe% 
never  shame  to  speak  it  out,  man.  'Tis  true,  I  took 
thee  up  when  thou  wert  but  a  ragged  Robin,*  made  a 
keeper  of  thee,  and  so  forth.  What  of  that  7  Sailor* 
think  no  Imiger  of  the  wind  than  when  it  forwaida 
them  on  the  voyage— thy  betiera  tarn  with  the  tide^ 
why  should  not  such  a  poor  knave  as  thou  T* 

"God  pardon  your  honour  for  your  harrii  jnd^ 
raent !"  said  Joliffe.  "The  hut  is  yours,  such  as  it  la^ 
and  should  be  were  it  a  king's  palace,  as  I  wiab  it 


were,  even  for  your  honours  sake,  and  Mistreaa 
Alice  s— only  I  could  wish  your  honour  would  oon- 
descend  to  let  me  step  down  before,  in  case  any 
neighbour  be  theTe--or— or— just  to  pot  matters  aoma- 
thing  into  order  for  Mistress  Alice  and  your  honour— 
just  to  make  things  something  seemly  and  sbapety." 

"Not  a  whit  necessary,"  said  the  knight,  woEla 
Alice  had  much  trouble  in  concealing  her  amlatioo. 
"  If  thy  niattera  are  unseemly,  they  are  fitter  lor  a  de> 
feated  knight— if  they  are  unsbapeiy,  why.  the  liker  to 
the  rest  oia  world,  which  is  all  unshaped.  Qo  than 
with  that  matL— What  is  thy  name,  friend?" 

"  Joseph  Tomkins  is  my  name  in  the  flesh,"  aaid 
the  Steward.  "  Men  call  me  honest  Joe,  and  TVnaty 
Tomkins." 

"If  thou  hast  deserved  such  names,  considering 
what  trade  thou  hast  driven^  thou  art  a  jewel  in- 
deed." said  the  knight;  "yet  if  thou  hast  not,  never 
blush  for  tbe  matter,  Joseph,  for  if  thou  art  not  in 
truth  honest,  thou  hast  all  the  better  chance  to  keep 
the  fame  of  it— the  title  and  the  thing  itself  have  long 
walked  separate  ways.  Farewell  to  thee, — and  ^i»- 
well  to  fair  Woodstock  I" 

So  saying,  the  old  knight  turned  round,  and, jpofUnc 
his  daughter's  arm  through  his  own,  they  walked  oil- 
ward  into  tbe  forest,  in  tn^  same  manner  in  wUdi 
they  were  introduced  to  the  reader. 


CHAPTER  IIL 

Now,  jre  wild  bladM,  that  make  loom  faai  71 
To  Tspour  fofth  tht  aeU  of  thi«  Md  ■«•. 
Stout  Ednhill  ffirht.  Uie  Newtierrira  and  the 

And  oortnern  clMhea,  witere  you  etill  foorbt 

Your  Btnofe  eaeSpes,  roar  deofsrc  void  or  fear. 
Wlien  tmlieu  flew  between  tbe  bead  and  ear, 
WbeUier  you  foafht  by  Oaoune  or  the  Spir^ 
Of  you  I  qjeak. 

JossPH  ToiouKS  and  Joliffe  the  keeper  remained  Sar 
some  time  in  silence,  as'  they  stood  together  lool_ 
aiong  the  path  in  which  the  figures  of  the  Knight 

Ditchley  and  pretty  Mistress  Alice  had  diaappMf 

behind  the  trees.  They  then  gazed  on  each  other  in 
doubt,  as  men  who  scarce  knew  whether  they  stood 
on  hostile  or  on  fiiendly  terms  t<^{ether  and  were  at 
a  loss  how  to  open  a  conversation.  Tney  heard  tha 
knight*s  whistle  summon  Bevis ;  but  thou^  the  good 
bound  turned  his  head  and  pricked  his  ears  at  the 

*  The  keeper'*  followere  in  the  Now  Fort«t  are  eallsd  !■ 
pnpuler  lanfuafe  larfed  Robbina. 
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MDid,  5Tt  he  did  not  obev  tlie  call,  but  continue?*!  to 
■of  iroond  Joseph  TomlcinB'B  doak. 

"Thou  vt  a  rare  nno.  I  fear  me,"  said  the  keeper, 
lookincrobi?  new  acquaintance.  "I  have  hoard  of 
on  iroo  hare  charms  to  steal  both  6of»  and  deer.'* 

"Trouble  not  thyself  about  my  qualitieii,  friend," 
tuikfah  TomkifiB,  "  but  bethink  thee  of  doing  thy 
fflMter'f  udding." 

ioedioedid  not  immediately  answer,  but  nt  length, 
MifitiMgn  of  fruce^  aiuck  the  cndof  hiflquarterBtnfl 

S'tm  the  ^ound,  and  leant  upon  it  ns  hv  said 
,—"!^^  my  louKh  old  knight  and  you  were  at 
b:lbo,  by  way  of  afcernoun  service,  sir  preacher 
-tTe!!  for  you  1  camo  not  up  till  the  blades  wore 
dme Jingling,  or  I  had  rung  even-song  upon  your 
pirp.' 

I^e Independent  smiled  ffrimlyashereplini,  '*Nay, 
Ihnd.  I!  .s  well  for  thyaelf,  for  never  should  s<>xton 
iimh«fn  better  paid  for  tlie  knell  he  tolled.  Never- 
iWw.  why  should  there  he  war  betwixt  us,  or  my 
bB(:b<>  ai^ninst  thee?  Thou  art  but  a  poor  knnvr, 
fcaigihviiiastcr'fl  order,  nor  have  I  any  dr-sirc  that 
Hfovn'hiood  or  thino  ehoiild  be  shed  touching  this 
Miln  Thou  art,  I  iinderBtnml,  to  give  nic  p«nceful 
9m*^on  of  the  Palace  of  Woodstock,  so  c:illcd— 
JNnrii  then*  is  nov^'  no  palnce  in  En{>lond,  no,  nor 
cillU'ln  rhe  days*  ihnt  come  after,  until  we  shall 
KWihf  palace  of  the  Xow  Jerusalem,  and  tin:  reign 
of  liie  Saints  shnIL  com  men  cc  on  earth." 

"Pwtjr  well  lK>|*un  already,  friend  Tonikins,"  said 
?!HkrtjKr;  "you  are  little  short  of  being  kings  nl- 
ndrupim  the  matter  ns  it  now  stands;  nndfo'ryour 
JHwaKm  I  wuf  not,  hut  Woodstock  is  a  pretty  nest- 
«Biob«nn  with. — Well,  will  you  shog— will  you  on 
-«i:l  I'jii  take  8a.«inc  and  livery?— you  heard  my 

Tmph— I  know  not,"  Bnid  Tunikins.  "I  must 
icviKuf  anibuscades.  and  I  nm  alone  here.  More- 
owiitothc  High  Thank»«siving  appointed  bv  Par- 
latwt.  and  own<-d  to  by  the  army— also  the  old  man 
ifldibevoun'^  woman  ni.*  y  want  to  recover  some  of 
ibercl'ithi!-  and  personal  property,  and  I  would  not 
Aiiihcywere  balked  on  my  account.  When-fon*, 
i  Aw  wilt  cl«.'iivc-r  nic  r»opsespion  to-monx>w  niorn- 
tiitehall  bcdone  in  iK'rsonal  presence  of  my  own 
fc!J)wt^^  and  of  iho  Proshyterian  man  the  Mayor,  so 
C.II  t!ie  iransft-r  may  Iw  niado  btfore  uitnei«srs; 
«i>tM».  wr-re  there  none  with  us  but  thou  lodeliver, 
lEd  1 10  take  po:*-4iL-ssion,  the  men  of  Belial  might  say. 
Go  10.  Tnj«tv-  Toiiikiiifc  hath  been  an  Edtunite— 
HoyitJiK  hath  bc<^n  n»an  Ishmaelitc.  rising  up  early 
laddivirling  the  spoil  with  them  that  served  the  Man 
-?n.  they  that  wore  lieards  nnd  f;reen  jerkins,  as  in 
aswibrance  of  the  Man  nnd  of  his  governtuent." 

Joe«.n^  fixcd  his  keen  dark  eyes  upon  the  S4)ldier 
I'he  FToln-.  a?  if  in  design  to  discover  whether  there 
•u  fair  play  in  his  mind  or  not.  He  then  applitni  his 
i^  f.ns»'rii  to  scratch  n  large  nhock  head  of  hair,  ns 
f  that oprrat ion  was*  necessary  to  tenable  him  to  come 
*  a  cor.clu<ion.  **  This  is  all  fair  sotmding.  brother," 
■ic  he;  •■  but  1  tell  you  plainly,  there  are  some  silver 
CiL8»,  and  platters,  and  iiagons,  and  so  forth,  in  yon- 
Jtrfcncfr.  which  have  survive*)  the  general  swe(>p 
(or  ikftit  all  our  plate  to  the  smelting-pot.  to  put  our 
ia^t  g  iTonp  on  horwback.  Now,  if  thou  takeat 
roi  ihfM  otf  my  hand,  I  may  pme  to  trouble,  since 


Jr.iv  be  thougnt  I  have  minishcd  their  numbers.— 
^'vr^af!  I  bcm;;  as  honest  a  fellow" 

'A*  ever  stoic  veni?»on^y  said  Tomkins— "  nay,  I  do 
o«f  rliHf  an  interruption.  ' 

'Goto,  then,''  replied  the  keeper:  "if  a  stag  may 
itiTf  come  lo  mischance  in  my  walk,  it  was  no  way 
in  the  course  of  dishonesty,  but  merely  to  keep  my 
oid  dimes  pan  from  ruating;  but  for  silver porrin- 
in.  tankards,  and  puch  like,  I  would  as  soon  have 
VDftkihe  melted  silver,  as  stolen  the  vessel  made  out 
tfd.  So  that  I  would  not  wish  blame  or  suspicion  fell 
on  o»  in  this  matter-  And  therefore,  if  you  will  have 
AtthJDgs  rendered^  even  now,— why  so— and  if  not, 
WdiDs  wameless."  h      j     .     ■        .    u 

"Ar  truly  7"  said  Tomkins ;  "and  who  is  to  hold 
wbli'melees,  if  they  should  see  cause  to  think  any 

*n«minished7     IS ut  the  nght  worshipful >om mis-    .  .    . 

•oom,  to  whom  the  property  of  the  estate  is  as  their ;  purpose  out  of  the  forest.    I^ow  it  iM  warped,  aiKl 


own  ;  thcreforo,  ns  thou  say'sf,  we  must  walk  warily 
in  the  matter.  To  lock  up  the  iioiisc  and  leave  it, 
were  but  the  work  of  simple  ones.  What  say'st  thou 
to  spend  the  night  there,  nnd  tlien  nothing  can  be 
touched  without  the  knowleilge  of  us  {^th  7'*^ 

"Why,  concerning  that  "  answirtxi  the  keeper,  "I 
should  he  at  my  hut  lo  muke  mattero  somewhat  con- 
formable for  II le  old  k night  nnd  Miiriiess  Alice,  for 
my  old  dame  Joan  is  Foinctliing  dunny,  nnd  w'!l 
scarce  know  how  to  inannge— and  yet,  to  spenk  the 
truth,  by  the  ma^s  I  would  rntlur  not  t^w)  Sir  Henry 
to-night,  ttinre  what  hns  linppent d  to-day  hath  roui^ 
his  Bpletn,  and  ir  is  a  i>ernd venture  he  iiiay  liave  met 
something  at  the  hri  which  willscjirci-  trmi  tocoolil." 

"It  is  a  iiitv,"  Kiid  Tomkms,  "that,  k'ing  a  gen- 
tleman of  furli  grave  and  j.'o<Klly  pre yenre,  he  should 
be  such  a  mnlignant  cavnlur,  nnd  ihnt  he  should,  like 
the  rest  of  that  generation  of  \iiKT«.  have  clothed 
himwlf  with  curFcs  ns  uiili  a  gnrmi-nt." 

"Which  is  ns  nmch  ns  lo  ssaj-,  the  touch  old  knight 
hath  a  habit  of  swearing."  said  the  keeper,  grinning 
at  a  pim,  which  has  bee  ii  n  pi  and  nnco  his  time; 
"hut  who  can  help  it?  it  eonx  s  of  use  and  wont 
W«re you  now,  in  your b"<l;lv  wlf,  lo li^ht  suddc'nly on 
a  Maypole,  wilh  all  the  hliihe  inorris-daiietrR  pranc- 
ing around  it  to  the  incrrx'  \>\\.v  nriil  Inlior,  with  bells 
jingling,  rihnridt*  fluttcriiiL'.  huis  Inskiiig  nnfl  laugh- 
ing, lassses  Irnpiiig  till  you  might  hi*  where  the  scar- 
let garter  fnsteiiMl  the'light-hhic  lio.-e,  I  think  some 
feeling,  n-ft-iiiMing  either  nnlurnl  sociality,  or  old  use 
and  wont,  would  get  the  !»« iter,  friend,  even  of  thy 
gravity,  nnd  thou  wouldsi  flinu  thy  <u<-koidy  steeple- 
hat  one  wny,  nnd  thnt  blood-thirstv  li)n«  sword  ano- 
ther, nnd  trip,  like  thenoo.Ile.sof  Ifog.s-Norton,  when 
th^  pius  pluy  on  the  organ." 

The  Independent  trrn»d  fum  Iv  nmiid  on  the  keep- 
er, and  rcpliul,  "How  now.  Mr.  tJrn  n  Jerkin?  what 
language  is  this  to  one  whorH-  hand  is  at  the  plough  7 
I  advis>e  thiy  to  put  curb  on  thy  tongue,  lest  thy  ribe 
pay  the  forfeit." 

"Nay,  do  not  take  the hijih  ton**  with  me, brother," 
nnswcre*!  Joeeline ;  "  reniemlur  ihou  hast  not  the  old 
knight  of  sixty-five  to  deal  with,  hut  a  fellow  as  bit- 
ter and  prompt  as  thyself-  it  may  Ih*  a  little  more  so 
younger,  nt  all  events— and  prithee,  why  shooldst 
thou  take  such  unihraire  at  a  Mnjpole?  I  would 
thou  h::(ist  known  one  Phil  Fln/eldine  of  these  parts 
— He  waM  the  bi'st  morris-daneerhetwixt  Oxford  and 
BiirforJ." 

"The  more  shame  to  him,''  answered  the  Inde- 
pendent; "and  I  trust  ho  has  t-een  the  error  of  his 
ways,  and  made  himself  (ns,  if  a  man  of  action,  he 
easily  might)  fit  for  better  company  thnn  wood- 
hunters,  deer-stenlers,  Maid  Marions,  swnsh-buck- 
lers.  dei)Oshed  revellers,  hlixxlv  brawlers,  maskers 
and  mummers,  lewd  men  and  li'  ht  women,  fools 
and  fiddlers,  and  carnal  self-pleusors v.  <"fver>' descrip- 
tion." 

"  Well."  rtnlied  the  keeper,  "  you  are  out  c^  breath 
in  time :  for  here  we  stand  before  the  famous  May- 
pole of  Woodstock." 

They  naustd  in  an  opi'n  space  of  meadow-laik.'^, 
beautifully  skirted  by  laigc  oaks  nnd  svcamores,  one 
of  which,  as  king  of  the  ii)rest,  .^'tood  a  little  detached 
from  the  rest,  ns  if  seominp  the  vicinity  of  any  rival 
It  was  scathed  and  gnarled  in  the  branches,  but  the 
immense  tnink  still  tdiowed  to  what  gignntic  size  the 
monarch  of  the  forest  can  attain  in  the  groves  of 
merrv  England. 

"That  IS  called  the  King's  oak,"  said  Joeeline t 
"  the  oldest  men  of  Woodstock  know;  not  how  old  it 
is;  thev  say  Henry  used  to  sit  undir  it  with  fair  Ro- 
samond, niid  sec  the  lasses  dance,  and  the  lads  of  the 
village  run  races,  and  wrestln  for  belts  or  bonnets." 

"I  nothing  doubt  it,  friend,"  said  Tomkins;  "a 
tyrant  and  a  harlot  were  fitting  patron  and  patroness 
(or  such  vanities." 

*'Thou  mayst  say  thy  say,  friend,"  replied  the  keeper, 
"so  thou  lettesl  me  say  mine.  There  stands  the 
Maj-pole,  as  thou  seesi,  half  a  flight-shot  from  tlis 
King  s  Oak  in  the  midst  of  the  mmdow.^  The  Kinff 
gave  ten  shillings  from  the  ciiptonis  of  Woodstock  to 
moke  a  new  one  yeariy.  besides  a  tree  fitted  for  the 
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witherad,  and  twisted,  like  a  wasted  bw-nd.  TTie 
greon,  too,  used  to  be  close-sbaved,  and  rolled  till  it 
was  smooth  as  a  veWet  mantle— now  it  is  rough  and 

**^'^^ll,  well,  friend  Joceline,"  said  the  Iiidepcrnd- 
ent,.  ''but  where  was  the  edificauon  of  aU  this— 
what  use  of  doctrine  could  be  derived  from  a  pipe  and 
tabor  1  or  was  there  ever  aught  like  wisdom  m  a  bag- 
pipe ?" 

^*  You  may  ask  better  scholars  that,"  said  Joce- 
line; "hot  methinks  men  cannot  be  always  grave 
and  with  thejiat  over  their  brow.  A  young  maiden 
will  laugh  as  a  tender  flower  will  blow— ay,  and  a  lad 
will  like  her  the  better  for  it;  just  as  the  same  bhthe 
Spring  that  makes  the  young  biids  whistlcL  bids  the 
bjithef awns  skip.  There  have  come  worse  days  since 
the  jolly  old  times  have  gone  by :— I  tell  thee,  that  in 
the  hoWdays  which  you,  Mr.  Longsword,  have  put 
down,  I  have  seen  this  greenswanialive  with  merry 
maidens  and  manly  fellows.  The  good  old  rector 
himself  thought  it  was  no  sin  to  come  for  a  while  and 
look  on,  and  nis  g»odiy  cassock  and  scarf  kept  us  all 
in  good  Older,  and  taught  us  to  limit  our  mirth  with- 
in the  bounds  of  discretion.  We  might,  it  may  be, 
crack  a  broad  jest,  or  pl^^dge  a  friendly  cup  a  turn  too 
often,  but  it  was  in  mirth  and  good  neighbourhood- 
Ay,  and  if  there  was  a  bout  at  single-stick,  or  a  belly- 
ful of  boating,  it  was  all  for  love  and  kindness :  and 
better  a  few  dry  blows  in  drink,  than  the  bloody  do- 
ings we  have  had  in  sober  earnest,  since  the  presby- 
ters cap  got  above  the  bishop's  miire,  and  we  ei- 
changed  our  goodly  rectora  and  learned  doctors, 
whose  sermons  were  all  bolstered  np  with  as  much 
Greek  and  Latin  as  might  have  confounded  the  devil 
himself^  for  weavere  and  cobblers,  and  such  other 
pulpit  volunteers,  as— as  we  heard  this  morning— It 
will  out." 

"  Well,  friend,"  saki  the  Independent,  with  patience, 
scarcely  to  have  been  expected,  "  I  quarrel  not  with 
thee  for  nauseating  my  doctrine.  If  thine  ear  is  so 
much  tickled  with  tabor  tunes  and  morris  tripping, 
ttiily  it  is  not  likely  thou  shouldst  find  pleasant  savour 
in  more  wholesome  and  sober  food.— But  let  us  to 
the  Lodge,  that  we  may  go  about  our  business  there 
before  the  sun  sets." 

"  Troth,  and  that  may  be  advisable  for  more  rea- 
sons than  one,"  said  the  keeper ;  "  for  there  have  been 
tales  about  the  Lodge  which  have  made  men  afeard 
to  harbour  there  after  nightfall." 

*'  Were  not  yon  oki  knighi,  and  yonder  damsel  his 
daughter,  wont  to  dwell  there?"  said  the  Independent 
"My  inform8tk>n  said  ao." 

"Av,  truly  did  they,"  said  Joceline;  "and  while 
they  kept  a  iolljr  household^  all  went  well  enough ; 
fer  notbiiu(  banishes  fear  like  good  ale.  But  after 
the  best  or  our  men  went  to  the  wars,  and  were  slain 
at  Naseby  fight,  they  who  were  left  found  the  Lodge 
more  lonesome,  ana  the  old  knight  has  been  much 
deserted  of  his  servants :— marry,  it  might  be,  that  he 
has  lacked  silver  of  late  to  pay  groom  and  lackey." 

"  A  potential  reason  for  the  diminution  of  a  hoose- 
hold,"  said  the  soldier. 

"Right,  air,  even  so,"  replied  the  keeper.    "They 

Soke  of  steps  in  the  great  gallery,  heard  by  dead  of 
e  night,  and  voices  tnat  whispered  at  noon  in  the 
matted  chambere:  and  the  servants  pretended  that 
these  things  scared  them  away;  but  in  mypoor  judg- 
mjBnt,  when  Martinmas  and  Whitsuntide  came  round 
without  a  penny-fee,  the  old  blue-bottles  of  serving- 
men  began  to  tnink  of  creening  elsewhere  before  the 
fix>8t  chilled  them— NodeviTsonightfiil  as  that  which 
dances  in  the  pocket  where  there  is  no  cross  to  keep 
him  out." 

"  Vou  wore  reduced,  then,  to  a  petty  bonseholdT' 
said  the  Independent 

"  Ay.  marry,  were  we,"  sakl  Joceline :  "  but  we  kept 
aome  half-score  toother,  what  with  bluo-bottles  in 
the  Lodge,  what  with  green  cateipUlan  of  die  chase, 
like  him  who  is  youre  to  command ;  we  stuck  K^teiber 
till  ws  found  a  call  to  take  a  morning's  nde  some- 
where or  other." 
^  "To  the  town  of  Woroestor,"  Mid  the  soldier, 

where  yon  were  crushed  like  vermin  and  palmer 
wwma,  m  you  vT 


"  You  may  say  your  pleasure,"  nslied  the  keaMrt 
"Til  never  contradict  a  man  who  has  got  my  Mad 
onder  his  belt  Our  backs  are  at  the  wall,  or  yoo 
woukl  not  be  here." 

"Nay,  friend,"  said  the  Indepeadeot,  ^tbou  hakMt 
nothing  by  thy  freedom  and  trost  in  me.  I  can  be 
6on  camareuio  to  a  good  soldier,  altboiMih  I  have 
striven  with  him  even  to  the  going  down  oTthe  siin.— 
But  here  we  are  in  fifont  of  the  Lodge." 

They  stood  accordingly  in  front  of  the  old  Orothie 
building,  irregulariy  constructed,  and  at  difierent  timely 
as  the  humour  of  the  English  monairhs  led  them  to 
teste  the  plessures  of  Woodstock  Chase,  and  to  make 
such  improvements  for  their  own  accommodation  as 
the  increasing  luxury  of  each  age  required.  The 
oldest  part  of  the  structure  had  been  named  by  tradi- 
tion Fair  Rosamond's  Tower;  it  waa  a  amall  tamt 
of  great  height,  with  narrow  windows,  and  walls  of 
massive  thickness.  The  tower  hsd  no  opening  to 
the  ffroond,  or  means  of  descending,  a  great  part  of 
the  Tower  portion  being  solid  mason-work.  It  was 
traditionally  said  to  have  been  accessible  only  br  • 
sort  of  small  drawbridge,  which  tjiigfat  be  dropped  at 
pleasure  from  a  little  portal  near  the  summit  of  tba 
turret,  to  the  battlements  of  another  tower  of  the 
ssme  construction,  but  twenty  feet  lower,  and  con- 
taining only  a  winding  staircase,  called  in  Woodstock 
Love's  Ladder ;  because  it  is  sakI,  that  by  asceodiiig 
this  stsircase  to  the  top  of  the  tower,  and  then  nak* 
ing  use  of  the  drawbridge,  Henry  obtained  aceeaato  tlis 
chamber  of  his  paramour. 

This  tradition  had  been  keenly  impugned  by  Dr. 
Rocheclifte,  the  former  rector  of  Woodstock,  w1m> 
insisted,  that  what  was  called  Rosamond's  Towa; 
was  merely  an  interior  keep,  or  citadel,  to  which  ibe 
lord  or  warden  of  the  castle  might  retreat,  when 
other  points  of  safety  failed  him;  and  either  pro- 
tract his  defence,  or  at  the  wont,  stipulate  for  rea- 
sonable terms  or  surrender.  The  people  of  Wood- 
stock, jealous  of  their  ancient  traditiona,  dkl  not 
relish  this  new  mode  of  explaining  them  awayi 
and  it  is  even  said,  that  the  Mayor,  whom  we  have 
already  introduced,  became  Presbyt^sn  in  rsrengs 
of  the  doubts  cast  by  the  rsctor  upon  this  importaai 
subject,  rather  choosing  to  give  w  the  Litursy  than 
his  fixed  belief  in  Rosamond's  tV>wer,  and  LovePa 
Ladder. 

The  rest  of  the  Lodge  was  of  considerable  extent, 
and  of  different  ages ;  comprehending  a  neat  of  litda 
courta,  surrounded  by  buildings  which  corresponded 
with  each  other,  sometimes  within -doors,  aometiaiea 
bv  crossing  the  courts,  and  freouently  in  both  wayii 
The  different  heights  of  the  buildings  annoonosd 
that  they  could  only  be  connected  oy,  the  uanal 
variety  of  staircases,  which  exercised  the  limbs  of  oar 
ancestora  in  the  sixteenth  and  eartier  oentmiaa,  and 
seem  sometimes  to  have  been  contrived  for  no  other 
purpoee. 

The  varied  and  multiplied  fronta  of  this  irrqgidar 
building  were,  as  Dr.  Rochecliffe  was  wont  to  any,  an 
absolute  banquet  to  the  architectural  aotiqnary,  an 
they  certainly  contained  specimens  of  every  aiyln 
which  existed,  from  the  pure  Norman  of  Heoir  oC 
Anjou,  down  to  the  compoeite,  half  Ctothie  half  dn^ 
sical  arehitecture  of  Elizabeth  and  her  socoeaaor. 
Accordingly,  the  rector  was  himself  as  much  enamoor- 
ed  of  Woodstock  aa  ever  was  Henry  of  Pair  Rosa- 
mond:  and  as  his  intimacy  with  Sir  Henry  Lee  per^ 
mittea  him  entrance  at  all  times  to  the  Royal  Looas^ 
he  used  to  spend  whole  days  in  wandering  aboot  tna 
antique  apartments,  examining,  measuring,  stodyingL 
and  finding  out  excellent  reasons  for  archiiectural 
peculiarities,  which  probably  only  owed  their  esiat- 
ence  to  the  freakish  fancy ofa  Oothic  artist.  But  tha 
old  antiquarian  had  been  expelled  from  hia  living  by 
the  intolerance  and  troubleaof  the  times,  and  hia  ao^ 
oessor,  Nehemiah  HoMenoiigh,  wouH  have  eonaid* 
ered  an  elaborate  investigation  of  the  proftne  sai1|H 
ture  and  architecture  of  blinded  and  blood-thirsif 
Papists,  together  with  the  history  of  the  diamlnta 
amoure  of  old  Norman  monarchs,  as  little  better  than 
a  bowing  down  before  the  calves  of  Bethel,  and  a 
drinking  of  the  cup  of  abominatwna.— We  lacam  to 
the  oouiae  of  our  atory. 
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*'  Then  iik"  said  the  Ind«pend«nt  Tomkins.  nfrer 
be  had  carefuUf  perused  the  front  of  ihe  building, 
^muix  a  rare  inonumeot  of  olden  wickedness  about 
due  miseaJlod  Royai  Lodges  ▼erily,  I  dhall  rejoice 
much  to  see  the  same  destroyed,  yeo.  burned  to  ashes, 
iod  the  sahes  thrown  into  the  brook  Kedroo,  or  any 
other  brook,  that  the  land  may  be  cleansed  from  the 
nenay  thereoC  neither  remember  the  iniquity  with 
which  their  fiiihers  have  sinned." 

The  keeper  heard  him  with  secret  indignation,  and 
began  to  consider  with  himself,  whether,  as  they 
etood  bat  one  to  one,  and  without  chance  of  speedy 
iiiterfeivoee,  he  was  not  called  upon,  by  hia  official 
doty,  to  caatiaate  the  rebel  who  used  language  ao 
aefiimatory.  But  he  fortunatelv  recollected,  that  the 
enifii  most  be  a  doubtful  one— that  the  advantage  of 
anna  was  against  him— and  that,  in  especial,  even  if 
oeahoold  succeed  in  the  combat,  it  would  be  at  the 
dik  of  aevere  retaliation.  It  must  be  owned,  too, 
that  there  was  something  about  the  Independent  so 
dnk  and  myvterious,  ao  grim  and  grave,  that  the 
■on  open  apirit  of  the  keeper  felt  oppreseiisd,  and,  if 
OBt  ovenwed,  at  least  kept  in  doubt  c<niceming  him ; 
md  be  thought  it  wisest,  as  well  as  safest,  for  hia 
■eater  and  himself,  to  avoid  oU  aubjecta  of  dispute, 
eod  know  better  with  whom  he  waa  dealing,  before 
he  made  either  friend  or  enemy  of  him. 

The  great  gate  of  the  Lodge  was  stronglv  bolted, 
nt  the  wicket  opened  on  Joceiine's  raising  tne  latch. 
Iiien  was  a  short  passage  of  ten  feet,  which  had 
Ml  formeriv  cloeed  by  a  portcnllia  at  the  inner  end, 
while  three  loopholes  opened  on  either  akle,  through 
which  my  danns  intnider  might  be  annoyed,  who, 
kevmg  aurpnsed  the  first  gate,  muat  be  ihua  exposed 
to  i  aevere  fire  belbre  he  could  force  the  aeoond.  But 
the  machinery  of  the  portcullis  was  damaged,  and  it 
BOW  feroained  a  fixture,  brandishing  its  jaw,  well 
finiBlied  with  iron  fangs,  but  incapable  of  dropping 
It  acnMs  the  path  of  invasion. 

The  wav,  therefore,  lay  open  to  the  great  hall  or 
ootcr  vesanole  of  the  Lodge.  One  end  of  this  long 
end  dusky  apartment  waa  enlirely  occupied  by  a  gal* 
«y,  wbicti  had  in  ancient  timea  served  to  accommo- 
date the  mosicians  and  minstrels.  There  was  a  clumay 
■eircaae  at  either  side  of  it.  composed  of  entire  logs 
of  a  foot  square ;  and  in  each  angle  of  the  ascent  was 
placed,  by  way  of  aentinel,  the  ngure  of  a  Norman 
noi-eoUier,  having  an  open  caaque  on  his  head,  which 
displayed  mturea  as  stem  aa  the  painter*a  genius 
ooud  deviae.  Their  arma  were  bufi-jackets,  or  ahirts 
rf  mad,  round  bucklers,  with  spikes  in  the  centre, 
nd  buskins  which  adorned  and  defended  the  feet 
and  ankles,  but  left  the  knees  bare.  These  wooden 
wnders  held  great  aworda,  orroacea,  in  their  hands, 
like  military  guards  on  duty.  Many  an  empty  hook 
end  brao&  aions  (be  walls  of  the  gloomy  apartment, 
■aiked  tne  apots  from  which  arma,  long  preserved 
as  irephies,  had  been,  in  the  pressure  of  the  war,  once 
BMre  taken  down  to  do  service  in  the  field,  like  vete- 
nae  whom  extremity  of  danger  recalla  to  battle.  On 
Mhsr  rasty  fastenings  were  still  displayed  the  hunt- 
■8  traphiea  of  the  mooarcba  to  whom  the  Lodge  be- 
nned,  and  of  the  ailvan  knights  to  whoae  care  it 
■aa  been  ftoxn  time  to  time  confided. 

At  the  nether  end  of  the  hall,  a  huge,  heavv,  stone- 
wroQght  chimney-piece  projected  itself  ten  feet  from 
nc  wall,  adorned  with  many  a  cipher,  and  many  a 
■eatefaeoa  of  the  Royal  House  oi  England.  In  its 
Weeuut  state,  it  yawned  like  the  arehcd  mouth  of  a 
tenal  vault,  or  perhaps  might  be  compared  to  the 
enter  of  an  extinguianed  volcaao.  But  the  ssble 
toimileBnon  of  the  massive  stone- work,  and  all  around 
it,ahofwd  that  the  time  had  been  when  it  sent  its 
■^  fins  biasing  op  the  huge  chimney,  besides  pofT- 
■I  many  a  volume  of  antOKe  over  the  heada  of  the 
i9viilf{nestB,  whoae  royalty  or  nobility  did  not  render 
aMm  aeositive  enough  to  quarrel  with  such  slight  in- 
Mnvwicnoe.  On  these  occasions,  it  waa  the  tradi- 
Jon  of  the  hoose,  that  two  cart-k)ads  of  wood  was 
nsTCgular  allowance  for  the  fin  betvreen  noon  and 
onfew,  and  the  andirone,  or  dogs,  aa  they  were  termed, 
{BDstractad  tor  retainmg  the  Dlathig  firewood  on  the 
Marth,  were  wrotight  m  the  shape  of  lions  of  such 
■pBOeeia^  as  might  well  warrant  the  legend.  There 


were  lorig  aeats  of  stone  within  the  chimney,  whavs, 
m  deipite  of  the  tremendous  heat,  monarcha  wcvo 
aometimee  aaid  to  have  taken  their  atation,  and 
amused  themselves  with  broiling  the  umblea^  or  doto- 
•«Ui  of  the  deer,  upon  the  glowing  embcra,  with  their 
own  royal  handa,  when  happy  the  courtier  who  waa 
invited  to  taste  the  royal  cookery.  Tradition  was 
here  also  ready  mth  her  record,  to  ahow  what  merry 
gibea,  auch  as  might  be  exchanged  between  prince 
and  peer,  had  flown  about  at  the  jolly  banquet  which 
followed  the  Michaelmas  hunt.  She  could  tell,  too. 
exactly,  where  King  Stephen  aat  when  he  darned 
hia  own  nrinoely  hoae,  and  knew  moat  of  the  old 
tricks  he  nad  put  upon  littU  Winkin,  the  tailor  of 
Woodstock. 

Meet  of  this  rude  revelry  belonged  to  the  Plan* 
tagenei  timea.  When  the  houae  of  Tudor  acceded 
to  the  throne,  they  were  more  chary  of  their  royal  pre* 
aenoe^  and  feaated  in  halla  and  chambers  far  within, 
abandoning  the  outmost  hall  to  the  yeomen  of  the 
guard,  who  mounted  their  watch  there,  and  passed 
away  the  ni|(ht  with  wasssil  and  rairih,  axchaiiffed 
apmetimes  for  ftightfui  tales  of  sppsritions  and  sorce- 
ries, which  made  some  of  thoae  grow  pale,  in  whose 
ean  the  trumpet  of  a  French  foeman  would  have 
sounded  aa  jollily  as  a  summons  to  the  woodland 
chase. 

Jooeline  pointed  out  the  peeuliaritiea  of  the  place 
to  hia  sloomy  companion  more  briefty  than  we  have 
detailed  them  to  the  reader.    The  Independent  i 


ed  to  liaten  with  some  interest  st  first,  but,  flinging  tt 
suddenly  sside,  he  ssid,  m  a  aolemn  tone,  "renah, 
Babylon,  as  thy  master  NebuchsdnsTzar  hath  perish* 
ed  I  He  ie  a  wanderer,  and  thou  shah  be  a  waste 
place-^ea,  and  a  wilderness— yes,  a  desert  of  salt,  m 
which  there  shall  be  thirat  and  famine." 

"There  is  like  to  be  enough  of  both  to-night,"  said 
Jooeline.  "unless  the  good  Knight's  larder  be  some- 
whs  t  fuller  than  it  is  wont" 

"  We  must  csre  for  the  creature  oomforta,"  aak)  the 
Independent,  "but  in  due  aeaaon,  when  our  duties 
are  done.~-Wbither  lead  theae  entrancea?" 

"  That  to  the  right,"  replied  the  keeper,  'Meads  to 
whsi  are  called  the  stale-apartments,  not  used  since 
the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  when  his 
blessed  Msjestv*'— 

"How,  sir!"  interrupted  the  Independent,  in  a 
voice  of  thunder, "  dost  tnou  speak  of  Cnarlea  Stewart 
SB  blessing,  or  bleaaed  7«-bewsre  ths  proclamation  t6 
that  effect." 

"I  meant  no  harm,"  answered  the  keeper,  Bop- 
pressing  his  disposition  to  make  a  hareher  reply. 
*  My  business  is  with  bolts  and  bucke,  not  with  titlta 
and  ataie  affairs.  But  yet,  whatever  may  have  hap* 
ped  since,  thst  poor  King  was  followed  with  blsssiogt 
enough  from  Woodstock ;  for  he  left  a  glove  full  of 
broad  pieces  for  the  poor  of  the  place" 

"Peace,  friend,"  aaid  the  Independent;  "I  wiU 
think  thee  eleeone  of  those  besotted  snd  blinded  P»- 
pists,  who  hold,  thst  bestowing  of  alma  ia  an  aton** 
ment  and  waahing  away  of  the  wrongs  and  oppres- 
sions which  have  been  wrought  by  the  alm«giver. 
Thou  sayest,  then,  these  were  the  apartments  of 
Gharlea  Stewart?" 

"  And  of  hia  &ther,  James,  before  him,  and  Ellii* 
beth,  before  Aim,  and  bluff  lung  Henry,  who  builded 
that  wing,  before  them  aB." 

"  And  theie^  I  suppose,  the  knight  and  his  daqghtir 
dwelt  r* 

"No,"  replied  Joceline;,  "Sir  Henry  Lee  had  too 
much  reverence  for— for  things  which  sre  now  thought 
worth  no  reverence  at  all— -Bejidea,  the  stale-rooms 
are  unaired,  and  in  indifferent  order,  aince,  of  tet* 
ytn^.  The  Knight  Ranger'a  apartment  lies  by  thiC 
paaaage  to  the  left." 

"  And  whither  goea  vonder  stair,  which  secma  both 
to  lead  opwarda  and  downwarda  7" 

"Upwards,"  replied  the  keeper,  "it  leads  to  many 
apartments,  used  for  vsrious  purooses,  of  sleepuw, 
and  other  accommodation.  Downwards,  to  the 
kitchen,  ofiieea  and  vaults  of  the  csatle,  which,  at 
this  thne  of  the  evenhig,  you  camiot  see  without 


ts. 
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We  will  10  tho  aparttnaiifi  of  youf  luight,  dMB,' 


WOODSTOCK. 
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Mid  the  IndepeDdcnt.    "  U  then  fittiog  acoommoda- 
tion  there  7** 

"  Such  as  haa  aerred  a  person  of  oondition,  whose 
lodging  is  now  worse  appointed/'  answered  the  honest 
keeper,  his  bile  rising  so  fast  that  he  added,  m  a  mat- 
tering and  inaudible  ton&  "  so  it  maf  well  serve  a 
crop-eared  knave  like  thee." 

He  acted  as  the  usher,  however,  and  led  on  towards 
the  ranger's  apartmenta. 

This  suite  opened  by  a  short  psssage  from  the  hall, 
aeeurad  at  time  of  need  by  two  oaken  doora,  which 
oould  be  fastened  by  large  bars  of  the  aame,  that  were 
drawn  out  of  the  wall,  and  entered  into  aqoare  holes, 
contrived  for  their  reception  on  the  other  side  of  the 
portal  At  the  end  of  this  passage,  a  small  anteroom 
rseeived  them,  into  whieh  opened  the  sitting  apart- 
ment of  the  good  knight— which,  in  the  atyle  of  the 
timea,  might  nave  been  termed  a  fair  summer  par- 
lour-^ighied  by  two  oriel  windows,  so  placed  as  to 
command  each  of  them  a  aeparate  avenue,  leading 
distant  and  deep  into  the  foreat  The  principal  orna- 
ment of  the  apartment,  besides  two  or  three  family 
portraits  of  less  interest,  wa%  a  tall  full-lenj^th  pic- 
ture, that  hong  above  the  chimney-piece,  which,  like 
toat  in  the  hall,  was  of  heavy  stone-work,  ornament- 
ed with  carved  scutcheons,  emblaioned  with  various 
devicea.  The  portrait  was  that  of  a  man  about  fifty 
years  of  age^  in  complete  plate  armour^  and  painted 
in  the  harsh  and  dry  manner  of  Holbein—probably, 
indeed,  the  work  of  that  artist,  as  the  dates  corres- 
ponded. The  formal  and  marked  angles,  points,  and 
Srojections  of  the  armour,  were  a  good  subject  for  the 
anh  pencil  of  that  early  school  The  face  of  the 
knight  wasL  from  the  Admg  of  the  colours  pale  and 
dim,  like  that  of  some  being  from  the  other  worid, 
yet  the  fines  expressed  fiorably  pride  end  exulta- 
tion. 

He  poin^  with  his  leading-stafli  or  truncheon,  to 
the  background,  where,  in  auch  perspective  as  the 
artist  possessed,  were  depicted  the  remains  of  a  burn- 
ing church,  or  monastery,  and  four  or  five  soldiers,  in 
red  cassocks,  bearing  away  in  triumph  what  aeemed 
a  brasen  font  or  laver.  Above  their  heads  might  be 
traced  in  scroll,  "  L/u  victor  He  voluit.**  Right  oppo- 
site to  the  picture,  hung,  in  a  niche  in  the  wall,  a  com- 
plete aet  of  tilting  armour,  the  black  and  gold  oolourS) 
and  ornaments  of  which,  exacdy  corresponded  with 
those  exhibited  in  the  portrait. 

The  picture  was  one  of  those  which,  firom  some- 
thing ma:ked  in  the  features  and  expression,  attract 
the  obaervation  even  of  thoae  who  are  ignorant  of  art 
The  Independent  looked  at  it  until  a  smile  paased 
transiently  over  his  clouded  brow.  Whether  he 
smiled  to  see  the  grim  old  cavalier  employed  in  dese- 
crating a  religious  house— <an  occupation  much  oon- 
formiuK  to  the  practice  of  his  own  aect)— whether  he 
•mUed  m  contempt  of  the  old  painters  harah  and 
dry  mode  of  working— or  whether  the  sight  of  this 
icmarkable  portrait  revived  aome  other  ideas,  the 
under  keeper  could  not  decide. 

The  smue  paased  away  in  an  instsnt,  as  the  soldier 
looked  to  the  oriel  windows.  The  recesses  within 
them  were  raised  a  step  or  two  from  the  wall.  In  one 
was  placed  a  walnut-tree  reading-deak,  and  a  huge 
•tufled  arm-chair,  covered  with  Spanish  leather.  A 
little  cabinet  stood  beside,  with  some  of  its  shuttles 
and  drawen  open,  displaying  hawk-belle,  dog-whis- 
tles, instruments  for  trimming  fslcon's  feathers,  bri- 
dle-oits  of  vsrious  constructions,  snd  other  trifles 
eonnaetsd  wid^  silvan  aport. 

The  other  uttle  rsceas  was  differently  furnished. 
There  lay  some  articles  of  needle  work  on  a  small 
table,  beside  a  lute,  with  a  book  having  some  aira 
written  down  in  it,  and  a  fkuroe  for  working  embroid- 
ery. Some  tapestry  was  displayed  around  the  receaa, 
with  more  sttentioD  to  omsment  than  was  visible 
fa>  the  rest  of  the  apartment;  the  arrangement  of  a 
lew  bow-pota,  with  such  flowere  as  the  fsding  seaaon 
afibrded,  afaowed  alao  the  auperintendence  or  female 
taste. 


r  with  aome  intereat  Jocdine,  who  bad  detenniaed 
to  watch  his  motions  without  interfering  witb^tham. 
waa  standing  at  aome  distance  in  dejected  ■ilfmw^ 
when  a  door  behind  die  tapestry  soddcnly^  opened, 
and  a  pretty  vill  w  maid  tripped  out  with  a  naiikia 

t'n  her  nana,  as  ifahe  had  been  about  soma  ' 
lold  duty. 

"  How  now,  Sur  Impudence  T*  ahe  said  to  J< 
line,  in  a  smart  tone ;  "  what  do  yon  here  prowl- 
ing about  the  apartments  whan  ths  maaier  is  not  at 
home  T* 

But  instead  of  the  answer  which  perhapo  afas 
expected,  Joceline  Jolifie  caat  a  mournful  glanoa 
towards  the  soldier  in  the  oriel  window,  as  if  to 
make  what  he  aaid  fully  inteliigible,  and  replied 
with  s  dejected  appearance  and  voice,  "  Alack,  nf 
pretty  Phoebe,  there  come  thoae  here  that  haw  moia 
right  or  might  than  any  of  ua,  and  will  use  littla  ca>»> 
mony  in  coming  when  they  will,  and  staying  taliils 
they  please." 

He  darted  another  glance  at  Tomkins,  who  atHl 
aeemed  busy  with  the  book  before  him,  thea  sidled 
close  to  the  sstonished  girl  who  had  oontinoed  looking 
alternately  at  the  keeper  and  at  the  strangen  as  if  she 
bad  been  unable  to  underetand  the  wordaof  the  fini» 
or  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  the  aecoiid  being 
present 

*'  Gh),"  whispered  Joliifc,  approaching  hia  month 
ao  near  her  cheek,  that  his  bresth  waved  tha  curls 
of  her  hair ;  "  go,  my  deareat  Phoebe,  trip  it  as  fiaac 
as  a  fawn  down  to  my  lodge— I  will  aoon  ba  thfln^ 
and"- 


"  Your  lodge,  indeed  V*  aaid  Phoebe ;  '*  yon  are 
bold,  for  a  poor  killbuck  that  never  fngbtenad  anf 
thing  before  save  a  dun  deer— Your  lodge,  indeed  I-- 
I  am  like  to  go  there,  1  think." 

"  Hush,  hush !  Phoebe— here  is  no  time  for  jesting. 
Down  to  my  hut,  I  say,  like  a  deer,  for  the  kni^^t  and 
Mrs.  Alice  are  both  there,  and  I  fear  will  not  retam 
hither  again.— All's  naught,  girl— and  our  evil  daya 
are  come  at  laat  with  a  vengeance— we  are  faiily^  at 
bav  and  fairly  hunted  down. 

Can  this  be,  Joceline?"  said  the  poor  mrl,  tam> 
ing  to  the  keeper  with  an  expreasion  of  fiiSkt  in  bar 
countenance,  which  she  had  hitherto  averted  In  nnal 
coouetry. 

'*  Aa  aure,  my  dearest  Phcebe,  aa"— ^ 

The  rest  of  the  aaaeveration  was  lost  in  PbcnbaPa 
esr,  so  closely  did  the  keeper's  lips  spproacb  it ;  and  if 
they  approached  so  veiy  near  as  to  touch  her  cheek, 
grief  like  impatience,  hath  its  privilegaa^  and  poor 
Phoebe  had  enough  of  aerious  alarm  u>  prevent  bar 
from  demurring  upon  auch  a  trifle. 

But  no  trifle  was  the  approach  of  Joceiine's  lips  to 
Phoebe's  pretty  though  sunburnt  cheek,  in  the  esnma- 
tion  of  the  Independent,  who.  a  little  before  the  object 
of  Joceiine's  vigilance,  had  been  more  lately  in  nk 
turn  the  obaerver  of  the  kemer'a  demeanour,  eo  soon 
aa  the  interview  between  Phoebe  and  him  had  ba> 
come  ao  intereating.  And  when  he  remarked  tbe 
doaeneas  of  Joceiine's  argument,  he  raiaed  hia  voice 
to  a  pitch  of  hanhness  that  woukl  have  rivalled  that 
of  an  ungreaaed  and  ruaty  aaw,  and  which  at 
made  Joceline  and  Phoebe  spring  six  feet  apart. 


in  contrary  direetiona,  and  if^  Cupid  waa  of  the  partr, 

muat  have  een;  him  out  at  the  window  like  a  wiU- 

duck  flying  from  a  culverin.    Instantly  throwing 

himself  into  the  attitude  of  apreacher  and  a  reiirovaf 

of  vice,  "How now!"  he  exclaimed.  "ahameleeBaiid 

impudent  aa  you  are!— What— chamoering  and  want* 

omng  in  our  very  preaence !— How— would  yon  play 

your  pranka  before  the  steward  of  the  Comnnssionen 

of  the  High  Court  of  Pariiament,  aa  ye  would  in  a 

booth  at  the  fulaomefiiir,  or  amidst  the  trappings  and 

tracings  of  a  profane  dancing-achoot,  wbcfo  tbe 

Bcoundrel  minatrels  make  their  ungooly  weapons 

to  squeak,  'Kits  and  be  kind,  the  fiddln'a  blicdT 

—But  here,"  he  said,  dealing  a  periloua  chump  upon 

the  volume—"  Here  is  the  Xing  and  high  pnest  of 

_     , .  thoae  vices  and  folliea  I— Here  le  he^  whom  men  of 

Tpmkms  cast  sn  eye  of  eareloa  regard  upon  theae  folly  profanely  call  nature's  miracle  I— Hen  is  bei 

anbjects  of  female  occupation,  then  atepped  into  the   whom  princea  chooae  for  their  cabinet-keeper,  and 

farthsrwindpw,  and  began  to  turn  the  leaves  of  a    whom  makis  of  honour  take  fiir  their  bedfellow' 

fo^wfaichlayopeaontheiaading-de8k,appBrBndy|-Here  is  die  prime  tescher  of  fine  woida,  fiiivvy 


tsd  faOj — Hera  t" — [dcnling  anolticr  Ihi 
lebiM — (nd  ob  !  revtnd  or  ihe  Roib 
tbi  tnt  rdio-bcloved  uf  ibe  Binnoi 
~  riarut  Condrl— ii  wai  ibe  rdi 
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-"Oo  **e/'     --    ---       --    

SbikiVnn.  I  charge  whiie'n-  of  such  lawleii 
not  ud  iuimodeM  toUy  Jiiifa  drfiled  ibe  land 

Bv  ibc  mau,  a  heicy  tccusalion,"  laid 
Ik.  Ok  bold  rH;k1csi«u  of  whow  [emper 
■uT  be  Ionic  oieia  wed  ;  "  Odcia  plllikiniL  ii  our 
ar'l  aU  favountr.  Will  of  Sirailbnf,  to  on 
iwtTery  bufs  Ihai  haa  been  Nialclicd  aince  Jai... 
as*  7— o  perilous  iwkonina  iruly— but  I  wonder 
■be  u  aeoDaible  for  what  lada  ami  [aucs  did  before 

-SnlT  nol,"  aaid   tbe  (oldier.  "  lest  I.  beliis  culled 

irmier.     Verily  I  mv.  thai  since  Ihe  devil  RII  from 
Bann,  he  never  tacked  ORr^itta  on  ennh ;  yei   no 

Snita  power  o' 


'^'nn 


If!.  iwK  i^e  ahall  fii 
sliMii  biafdiuvv  111 
aunnji — Would  a  k 
falbavechconiclcd 

a  liij  hook— Would  he  dc(y  his  brother  in  die  flvah, 
teAaJI  be  accommndaled  with  a  chaltenije^Would 
in  be  dnink,  Shakapcire  will  eheer  you  with  a  can 
-Would  jroii  plunge  in  eeiiaiinl  pleD«ir»i  ho  will 
■mbiTOU  loindulgcnee,  ■■  with  the  lascivious  sotiniis 
jt  ime.  This,  I  sa;;.  thin  bouk  ia  the  well  liead  and 
■me  of  all  ihose  evils  which  have  orenvn  the  land 
U*a  lorrenl.  makinfinien  KoDers,  donblera.  drnicre. 
■Ddtrcr*,  makebain,  and  lnvera  or  the  wine-pot, 
iioaiing  unclean  pInreiL  ntidsttlingloiu  at  tlieevra- 
:a|-«iie.  A  way  with  hini.awav  will)  him.  men  of 
tijiiind.'  ii>  Topliet  with  his  wickisJ  booh,  and  to 
ibvaleof  Hinnoni  with  his  nciuiaed  bonca!  Verily 
^.IbaiDurmarrh  was  haBiy  wfien  wc paused  Strat- 
M.  10  the  r«r  1M3.  wiih  Sir  William  Waller;  but 

'BeeauK  Prince  Rupert  waa  after  you  with  his 
MUl^rm,"  mulTcred  I  he  incorriHible  Joceline. 


(  preceplor  of  rice  and  du- 
3e  gn\r,  and  aiven  ihein  to  the  next 
d  have  made  aia  memory  a  icolf  and 


cia^s  woTse  than  oil  inc 
•till  ihs  Brnlleman  t 
fbabe  la  a  «hisp>'r  "Li 
■onls,  lone  knew  but  vchn 
Mrcy  our  goal  knishi  di 


if  ADDBva'tcr''?" 

'SvE  (hee  h.tlier.  wench!"  eaid  iho keeper,  " 
akihaiDehir^blunderbnisfpranoihurvoMeyiii 
*kiek*  turns  ur  Ins  eyes,  anrl  twists  about  hia  fa 
litf^^Mliis  tilt,  and  enufllca  and  Irsmplea  n 
toffs  th.i   fashi..n.   h-i   is  bound   lo  Itike 


lUteesnlracTTed." 

Cwasor  rhou  aboi 

■•■KUr  ind  faaatily. 


Snail  biMwekeepiDS  enough'    aaid  Ph<cb«i  .'a 
"Hivon  and  aome  comfit*  snd  lh«  great  slandmg 


"Welt,  it  will  serve  for  a  pmch— wrap  thy  cloak 
round  thy  comely  body— get  n  basket  iind  a  Bracr'  of 
Irenchers  and  towela.  thty  are  heinously  impoveriahed 
down  yonder— carry  donii  ihc  capon  and  the  man- 
aid  mc,  nmi  the  pie-crusi  uill  serve  lis  for  bread." 

■'Rarely,-  said  Plmbe ;  "  1  nincle  ihe  pasty  myself 
—It  IS  as  thick  as  ihc  walls  uf  Fair  Roeamand'a 
Tower." 

"Which  two  pain  of  jaws  would  be  lone  in  fniaw- 
ing  Ihrouch,  work  hani  as  they  niiRlit,  aaid  tlia 
k«-p(T.    '^Bui  what  liiiuor  is  there 7" 

"Only  n  bollle  of  .-thranl,  and  one  of  aack,  with 
ihrstune  jug  of  strong  waters  "  answend  Phiebc. 

"  Pul  the  wina-Snaka  into  thy  basket,"  nid  Joce- 
line. "iho  knishi  niuit  nol  lack  his  aretiinft  dravidii— 
nnJdowo  with  thcc  loihc  bpl  HkeahpwinSi  Then 
is  enouch  fur  flipper,  and  Id-moiruw  is  a  new  (by. — 


.upper,  and  id-moiruw  b  a  new  day. — 

Ila !  by  heaven  1  thouidil  yonder  maii'ii  eye  waichad 
...     .1!.     1.  — ■ — "iHjit  tDund  him  inabrownatudjr 


us— No— hconlymilvdit  iDunil  hii 
—Dcip  enough  donbiless,  aa  toe) 


a'rr.'-^Hi'' 

ray,  Pha-be." 


Joreli no's  situation  gavebim  iiuBdvaiiiSKe  of  aveng- 
ing ibe  challengcin  0  fitiitif!  way,  sJic  uhlspered  m 
his  car,  "Do  you  think  our  kn4;hi'B  friend,  Shak- 
epenn',  really  luund  qui  all  tlieec  naughty  devicea  tha 


OR*   ahe   darted 


•c  naughty  di 
bile   she    apnke,   while   Jollfla 


menaced  future  vengeance  with  his  finder,  ai 

lered.  "Uu  thy  way,  Pba'be  Mayflower,  the  lighiesl- 
footed  and  lightest-heBrlett  weneh  that  mtr  tript-ed 
the  sod  in  Woadslock-paTk !— Afier  her,  Bevis,  and 
brinii  her  aaii.>  lo  our  luaalcr  at  the  hiii." 

The  larne  grnyliound  nru^i  like  a  human  seTViiar 
who  had  received  an  order,  and  fullovicd  Phoeba 
ihroiigh  the  hall,  first  licking  htr  hand  to  make  her 
sennbleof  his  prcEi-nce,  and  then  r^HmR  liimself  lo 
a  slow  (rut,  so  as  best  to  RCCommOEioie  himself  lo  iba 


livit/  . 


thread  the  ton*! 
isiariasiftrama 


...J   Pha?bs   and  h 
The  IndijX'ndeni  ni 


"  Commands— uitipb—i   think   the  dan 

lovc  larried  for  another  eihorintion,"  bl~ 

■truly,  I  |irofess_iny  mird  wna  much  mclmM 


iC 


reiilied  Joliffe,  "she  will  be  at  chuteh 

Sunday,  and  if  your  military  revcn^nce  la  nleaied 
B»ain  lo  hold  forth  amongst  lie,  (he  "ill  have  use  of 
■he  dwnrino  wllb  ihe  rest.  But  youtig  motdens  of 
iliCBc  ptriB  hear  no  ptivalc  homilies.— And  whit  ia 
nowyuurpleasurel  WillyoulocA  at  iheoiherroom^ 
~'j  at  ihu  few  plate  articUs  which  hayc  been  teftl" 

'Umph-no,"«aidlheInd(.i»ndiHil— "ii  wearalataj 

J  gets  dark-thuiihaal  ihe meaneof  giving uabed^ 

■nd  T' 

■  Beller  you  iievcr  alepl  in,"  replied  Ihe  keeper. 


"  And  wood  for  a  fire,  and  a  light,  a 


. -jmlbrta  for  refreahmenl  of  iho 

utwatd  manT'  conlinued  the  foldier. 
"  Wiihoiil  doubt."  replied   ihc  keeper,  displaying 
prudent  anxiely  to  RTalify  this  important  personaRO- 
In  a  few  minnte*  a  creat  alandinu  caiidlesiick  was 
placed  on  anosken  lablv.    The  niiEhty  venieunpaaly, 
adntnvd  with  paraley,  was  placed  on  the  hoaiii  on  a 
clean  napkins  Ihe  stone  bollle  of  sironti  waters  witb  a 
blackjack  fullofak,  formed  comrorlaUcacpendageat 
and  to  Ihia  meat  aal  down  in  aocial  maimer  the  sol- 
dier oceupyinK  a  prcat  elbow-cliair,  and  the  keeper, 
ilhisinvilation,  usuR  Ihe  more  lowly  accummodalMn 
•f  a  stool,  St  the  opposite  side  of  the  labia.    Tbna 
igtaably  employed,  our  hiatory  leavea  Ihem  fcr  llw 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Yon  path  of  irreenawnrd 


Windk  round  by  ipa'rjr  f rut  and  gajr  iMvilion  ; 

Than  is  no  flint  to  fall  thy  tender  foot, 

There'*  ready  nhelter  from  each  brrcro,  or  shower. 

But  duty  (guides  not  that  M-ny-«ee  her  stand, 

With  wand  entwined  with  amaranlh,  near  yon  cliflTf. 

Oft  Hliere  the  Irnrii  ihy  hlood  mu^t  mark  thy  foot«tepf, 

Oft  wiiere  ahe  leads  thy  head  muxt  bear  the  storm, 

And  thy  shrunk  fonn  cndun'  hrat.  cold,  hnd  liunfcr : 

But  she  will  fuide  thi>c  up  to  nubk>  heicht*. 

Which  he  who  rainii  sn«ni>  native  of  the  sky. 

While  earthly  thinp>  ho  atreirhM  beneath  hiH  fi>4*t. 


Dimmish'c:,  ^.hrunk,  niidxalueleiu- 


AnonifTaout. 


The  reader  cannot  have  fors^ot ten  that  ofttr  his 
scuffle  with  the  coinmonwcnlih  s<^ldicr,  Sir  Henry 
Lee,  with  his  daughter  Alicr.  hnd  departed  to  take  n?- 
fuije  in  the  hut  of  tlic  stout  keeper  Joceline  JohiFe. 
They  walked  slow,  as  before,  for  the  old  knight  was 
at  once  oppres-acd  by  pcrccivin;;  those  last  vcstises  of 
royalty  fall  into  theliandsof  republicans,  and  by  the 
recollection  of  his  recent  defeat  At  times  he  paused, 
and,  with  hi.<)  arms  folded  on  his  bosom,  recallM  all 
the  circumstances  attending  his  expiil.^^ion  from  a 
house  80  long  hii  home.  It  seemed  to  him  that,  like 
the  champions  of  roniunce  of  whom  he  had  some- 
times read,  he  himself  was  retiring  from  the  post 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  guard,  d^^featfd  by  a  Paynim 
knight,  for  whom  the  adventure  had  been  reserved  by 
fate.  Alice  had  her  own pntnful  subjects  of  recollec- 
tion, nor  had  the  tenor  of  her  last  conversation  with 
her  father  been  so  pleasant  as  to  make  her  anxious  to 
renew  it  until  his  temper  should  be  more  composed; 
for  with  an  excellent  disposition,  and  much  love  to  his 
daufi:hter,  age  and  mipfori lines,  which  of  late  came 
thicker  and  thicker,  had  given  to  the  good  knight's 
passions  a  wayward  irritability  unknown  to  his  better 
days.  His  daughter,  and  one  or  two  attached  servants, 
who  still  followed  his  decayed  fortunes,  soothctl  his 
frailty  an  much  as  possibie,  and  pitied  him  even  while 
they  suffered  under  its  effects. 

It  was  a  long  lime  ere  he  spoke,  and  then  he  refer- 
red to  an  incident  already  noticed.  "It  is  strange," 
ho  said,  "  that  Bevis  should  have  followed  Joceline 
and  that  fellow  rather  than  me." 

"Assure  yourself,  sir,"  replied  Alice,  "  that  his  aa- 
snciiy  saw  in  this  man  a  stringer,  whom  he  thought 
Himself  oblised  to  watch  circtimspectly,  and  there- 
fore he  remained  with  Joceline." 

'•  Not  80,  .4lice,"  answered  Sir  Henr\';  "he leaves 
me  because  my  fortunes  have  fled  from  me.  There  |s 
a  feeling  in  nature,  affecting  even  the  instinct,  as  it  is 
called,  of  dumb  animals,  which  teaches  them  to  fiv 
from  misfortune.  The  very  de  -r  there  will  butt  a  sick 
or  wounded  buck  from  the  herd  ;  hurt  a  doj;.  and  the 
whole  kennel  will  fall  on  him  and  worry  him ;  fishes 
devour  their  own  kind  when  they  are  wounded  with 
spear:  cut  a  crow's  wing,  or  break  its  leg,  the  others 
ill  buffet  it  to  death." 

"That  may  be  true  of  the  mor«  irrational  kinds  of 
animals  among  each  other,"  said  Alice,  "for  their 
whole  life  is  well  nigh  a  warfare  ;  but  the  dog  leaves 
his  own  race  to  attach  him.self  to  ours:  forsakes,  for 
his  master,  the  companv,  foo<l.  and  pleasure  of  his 
own  kind ;  and  surely  the  fidelity  of  such  a  devoted 
and  voluntar>'  servant  as  Bevis  hath  been  in  particular, 
ought  not  to  be  lightly  suspected." 

I  am  not  angry  with  the  dog,  Alice:  I  am  only 
soiry,"  replied  her  father.  "I  have  read,  in  faithful 
chronicWs.  that  when  Richard  II.  and  Henrv  of  Bo- 
lingbrokd  were  at  Berkeley  Castle,  a  dog  of  the  same 
kind  deserted  the  King,  whom  he  ha<l  always  at- 
tended upon,  and  attached  himself  to  Henry,  whom 
he  then  saw  for  the  first  time.  Richard  foreiold,  from 
the  desertion  of  his  favourite,  his  approaching  depo- 
sition.* The  do:?  was  afterwards  kept  at  Woodstock, 
and  Bevis  is  said  to  be  of  his  brecil.  which  was  heed- 
ful Iv  kept  up.  What  I  might  foretell  of  mischief  from 
his  desertion,  I  cannot  guess,  but  my  mind  assures  me 
it  bodes  no  good." 

There  was  a  distant  nistling  among  the  withered 
leaves,  a  bouncing  or  galloping  sound  on  the  path, 
and  the  favourite  dog  instantly  ioined  his  master. 

"Come  into  court,  old  knave,''  snid  .\lice,  cheerfully, 
".iijj  defend   ihy  cnr^rnrtcr.  which  is  well  nigh  en- 
*  Tlte  story  occ'tr*,  I  Uiink,  in  Froiasarl's  Chronicler 


a 
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dangrred  by  this  absence."  Bui  the  dog  only  paid  hei 
courtesy  by  gambolling  around  them,  and  instantly 
plunged  back  aeain,  as  fast  as  he  roulii  scamper. 

"How  now,  knave?"  said  the  knight;  "tnou  art 
too  well  trained,  surely,  to  take  up  the  criase  without 
orders?"  A  minute  more  showed  them  Phcebe  May- 
flower approaching,  her  light  pace  so  little  jmpedeii 
by  the  burden  which  she  liore,  that  she  ioined  hfr 
master  and  young  mistress  just  as  they  arrived  at  the 
keeper's  hut,  which  was  the  boundary  of  their  joor- 
nej'.  Bevis,  who  had  shot  a-head  to  pay  his  compli- 
ments to  Sir  Henry  his  master,  had  returned  again 
to  his  immediate  dutv,  the  escorting  I'h(cbe  and  her 
cargo  of  provi^ionn.  The  whole  party  Btood  prcawatly 
assembled  before  the  door  of  the  ketper's  hut. 

In  belter  tim(£i,  a  Bubs*tnntial  stone  habitation,  fit 
for  the  yeoman-keeper  of  a  roval  walk,  had  adorned 
this  place.  A  fair  spring  gushed  out  near  the  mot* 
and  once  traversed  yardn  and  courts,  attached  to 
well-built  and  convenient  kf  niir:ls  and  rnews.  But  m 
some  of  the  skirmisher  which  were  common  during 
the  civil  wars,  this  liitic  silvan  dwelling  had  been 
attacked  and  defended,  sionned  and  burnt.  A  neigh- 
bouring sqtiin?,  of  the  P.nrliament  side  of  the  question, 
took  aavantaw/)f  Sir  H^nrv  L<«'s  absence,  who  was 
then  in  Charles's  camp,  and  of  the  decay  of  the  royal 
cause,  and  had,  without  scruple,  carried of!'the  hewn 
stones,  and  such  building  materials  ns  the  fire  left 
unconsumed,  and  repaired  his  own  manor-house  with 
them.  The  yeoman-keeper,  therefore,  our  friend  Joce- 
line, had  constructed,  for  his  own  accoiPmodsQon, 
and  that  of  the  old  woman  ho  called  his  datne,  • 
wattled  hut,  such  as  his  own  labour,  with  that  of  a 
neighbour  or  two,  had  erected  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days.  The  walls  were  plastered  with  clay,  whjt» 
washed,  and  covered  with  vines  and  other  crennni 
plants;  the  roof  was  nentlv  thatched,  and  the  wnolfly 
though  merely  a  hut,  had,  by  the  neat-handed  Joliffii 
bt>cn  so  arranged  as  not  to  disgrace  the  conditioQ  ol 
the  dweller. 

The  knight  advanced  to  the  entrance;  but  the  in- 
genuity of  the  architect,  for  want  of  a  better  lock  to 
the  door,  which  itself  was  but  of  wattles  curioualr 
twisted,  had  contrived  a  mode  of  securing  the  lata 
on  the  inside  with  a  pin,  which  prevented  it  from  fil- 
ing; and  in  this  manner  it  was  at  present  fastened. 
C'onceiving  that  this  was  some  precaution  of  Joliffe^i 
old  housekeeper,  of  whose  deafness  they  were  all 
aware.  Sir  Henry  raised  his  voice  to  demand  admit- 
tance, but  in  vain.  lrritate<l  at  this  delay,  he  preseed 
the  door  at  once  with  foot  and  hand,  in  a  way  wbidi 
the  frail  barrier  was  unable  to  res'st;  it  gave  way 
accordingly,  and  the  knight  thus  forcibly  entered  the 
kitchen,  or  outward  apartment,  of  his  servant.  In  the 
midst  of  the  tioor,  and  with  a  posture  which  indicataa 
embarrassment,  stood  a  youthful  stranger,  in  a  ridiaf* 
suit. 

"This  may  be  my  last  act  of  authority  here,''  and 
the  knight,  seizing  the  stranger  by  the  collar,  "but! 
am  still  Ranger  of  Woodsiock  for  this  night  at  leail 
—Who,  or  what  art  thou  ?" 

The  stranger  dropped  the  riding-mantle  in  whicB 
his  face  was  muffled,  and  at  the  same  time  Cell  OB 
one  knee. 

"  Vour  poor  kinsman.  Markham  Rverard,"  he  aaidi 
"who  came  hither  for  your  sake,  althoujgh  he  feat 
you  will  scarce  make  him  welcome  for  his  own." 

Sir  Henry  started  back,  but  recovered  himself  in 
an  instant,  as  one  who  recollected  that  he  had  apart 
of  digmt  V  to  perform.  He  stood  erect,  thereforSi  aod 
replied,  with  cousiderable  assumption  of  stately  C8M- 
monv : 

"  Pair  kinsman,  it  pleases  me  that  you  are  coma  to 
Woodstock  upon  the  very  first  night'  that,  for  maof 
years  which  have  past,  is  likely  to  promise  yon  ■ 
worthy  or  a  welcome  reception." 

''Now  Grod  grant  if  be  so,  that  I  rightly  hear  and 
dulv  understand  you !"  said  the  yonnv  man ;  while 
Alice,  though  she  was  silent,  kept  her  looks  fixed  op 
her  father's  face,  as  if  desirous  to  know  whether  bii 
meaning  was  kind  towards  his  nephew,  which  her 
knowledge  of  his  character  inclined  her  greatly  to 
doubt. 
The  knight  mean  while  darted  a  fiardoniclook.  first 
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oo  fai8  nephew,  tben  on  his  daughter,  and  proceeded 
'**I  need  not,  I  presume,  inform  Mr.  Marknam  Eve- 
rard,  that  it  cannot  be  our  purpose  to  entertain  him, 
oreTon  roofier  him  a  a:-'at  in  ibis  poor  hut." 

*^I  will  attend  you  moat  willingly  to  the  Lodge," 
aaid  the  young  gentleman.  "I  hnd,  indeed,  jacH^Bd 
fou  wetR  already  there  for  the  evening,  and  fearea  to 
inrmde  upon  you.  But  if  you  would  permit  me,  my 
dearest  uncle,  to  eacort  my  kinswoman  and  you  hack 
to  the  Lod^e,  believe  me,  araonsst  oil  which  you  have 
so  often  done  of  cood  and  kind,  you  never  conferred 
benefit  that  will  be  so  dearly  prized." 

"You  mistake  me  greatly,  Mr.  Markham  Everard," 
replied  the  knight.  ^'It  is  not  our  purpose  to  return 
to  the  Lodge  to-night,  nor,  by  Our  Lady,  to-morrow 
neiiber.  T  meant  but  to  intimate  to  you  in  all  cuurtepy, 
that  at  Woodstock  Lodge  you  will  find  those  for 
whom  yoii  are  fitting  society,  and  who^  doubtless, 
wilt  afiord  you  a  \«illing  welcome ;  which  I,  sir,  in 
this  my  present  retreat,  do  not  presume  to  offer  to  a 
person  of  vour  conseouence." 

**Por  Heaven's  sake,"  said  the  young  man,  tum- 
iog  to  Alice,  "  tell  me  how  I  am  to  understand  lan- 
goase  so  royaterious !" 

Alice,  to  prevent  bis  increasing  the  restrained  an- 
ger of  her  fniher,  compelled  I.erself  to  answer,  though 
It  was  wiib  difficulty,  "We  are  expelled  ftom  the 
Lodge  by  soldiers." 

"Expelled— by  soldiers!"  exclaimed  Everard,  in 
foipnae — "  there  is  no  legal  warrant  for  ihis." 

None  ot  all,"  answered  the  knight,  in  the  same 
tone  of  cutting  irony  which  he  Una  all  along  used, 
*'and  yet  as  lawful  a  warrant,  as  for  aught  tnat  has 
been  wrouffbt  in  England  this  twelvemonth  and 
more.  Ton  are,  I  think,  or  were,  an  Inns-of-Coiirt- 
man — marrv,  air,  your  enjoyment  of  your  profession 
is  like  that  lease  which  a  prodigal  wishes  to  have  of 
a  wealtbv  widow.  You  have  already  survived  the 
law  which  y;ou  studied,  and  its  expiry  doubtless  has 
not  been  without  a  legacy ^some  decent  pickings, 
some  merciful  increases,  as  the  phrase  goes.  You 
havedcsserred  it  two  ways — you  worcbuRand  bando- 
leer, as  well  as  wielded  pen  aiotd  ink— I  have  not  heard 
if  roil  held  forth  too." 

Think  of  me  and  speak  of  me  as  harshly  as  you 
win,  sir,"  aaid  Evprarcf,  submissively.  "I  have  but. 
in  this  evil  time,  guided  myself  by  my  conscience,  and 
mv  father's  commands." 

^*0,  an  you  talk  of  conscience,"  said  the  old  knight, 
**I  roust  have  mine  eye  upon  you,  as  Hamlet  says. 
Never  yet  did  Puritan  cheat  so  gros>f>ly  as  when  he 
was  appealing  to  his  conscience;  and  as  for  thy  fa- 
ther"  

He  was  about  to  proceed  in  a  tone  of  the  same  in- 
▼activc,  when  the  younK  man  interrupted  him,  by 
saying,  in  a  firm  lone,  *'  Sir  Henry  Lee,  you  have  ever 
been  thought  noble— Say  of  me  what  you  will,  but 
ipeak  not  of  my  father  what  the  oar  of  a  son  should 
not  endure,  and  which  yet  his  arm  cannot  resent.  To 
do  me  such  wrong  is  to  insult  an  unarmed  man,  or  to 
beat  a  roptive." 

Sir  Henry  paused,  as  if  struck  by  the  remark. 
"Thou  hast  spoken  truth  in  that,  Mark^  wert  thou 
the  lilackest  Puritan  whom  hell  ever  vomited,  to  dis- 
tract an  unhappy  country." 

"Be  that  as  you  will  to  think  it,"  replied  Everard ; 
"hot  let  me  not  leave  you  to  the  shelter  of  this 
wretched  hovel.  The  night  is  drawing  to  storm— let 
me  hot  conduct  you  to  the  Lodge,  and  expel  those  in- 
tnderst  who  can,  as  yet  at  least,  have  no  warrant  for 
what  they  do.    I  will  not  linger  a  moment  behind 

ibem,  88v«  just  to  deliver  my  faiher*s  message.— 

Grant  me  but  this  much,  for  the  love  you  once 

bore  me  V  ,     -     ,     , 

"Yes,  Mark,"  answered  his  uncle,  firmly,  but  sor- 

mwfully.  "  thou  speakest  truth— I  did  love  thee  once. 

TTie  bnght-hair»l  boy  whom  I  taught  to  ride,  to  shoot, 

to  hunt— whose  hours  of  happiness  were  spent  with 

ma  wherever  thame  of  graver  labours  were  employed— 

I  did  love  that  boy — ny,  and  I  am  weak  enough  to  loee 

eren  the  memory  of  what  he  was.— But  he  is  ffonc, 

Mirjfhe  is  gone;  and  m  his  room  I  only  behold  an 

nrowed  and  determined  rebel  to  his  religion  and  to 

hi$  King— a  Tebel  more  detestable  on  account  qf  his 


success,  the  more  infamous  through  the  plundered 

realth  with  which  he  hopes  to  igild  his  villany.— But 
am  pour,  thou  think'st,  and  should  hold  ray  peace, 
lest  men  say,  *  Speak,  sirrah,  when  you  should.*— 
Know,  however,  that,  indigent  and  plundered  as  I 
am,  I  feel  myself  dishonoured  in  holding  even  but  this 
much  talk  with  the  tool  of  usurping  rebels.— Gk)  to  the 
Lodge,  if  thou  wilt— yonder  lies  the  way— but  think 
not  that,  to  regain  my  dwelling  fliere,  or  all  the 
wealth  I  ever  possessed  in  my  wealthiest  days,  I 
would  willingly  accompany  thee  three  steps  on  the 
greensward.  If  I  must  be  thy  companion,  it  shall  be 
only  when  thy  red-coats  have  tied  my  hands  behind 
me,  and  bound  my  legs  beneath  my  horse^s  belly. 
Thou  mayst  be  my  fellow  traveller  then,  I  grant  thee, 
if  thou  Wut,  but  not  sooner." 

Alice,  who  sufiered  cruelly  during  this  dialogue,  and 
was  well  aware  that  further  argument  would  only 
kindle  the  knights's  resentment  still  more  highly, 
ventured  at  last,  in  her  anxieiy,  to  make  a  sign  to  her 
cousin  to  break  off  the  interview,  and  to  retire,  since 
her  father  commanded  his  absence  in  a  manner  so 

Sreniptory.  Unhappily  she  was  observed  by  Sir 
enry,  who,  concluding  that  what  ho  saw  was  evi- 
dence of  a  private  understanding  betwixt  the  cousins, 
his  wrnih  acquired  new  fuel,  and  it  required  the  utmost 
exertion  of  self-command,  and  recollection  of  all  that 
was  due  to  his  own  dignity,  to  enable  him  to  veil  his 
real  fury  under  the  same  ironical  manner  which  he 
had  adopted  at  the  beginning  of  this  angry  interview. 
"If  thou  art  afraid,"  he  said,  "to  trace  our  forest 
gladea  by  night,  respected  stranger,  to  whom  I  am 
perhaps  bound  to  do  honour  as  my  successor  in  the 
charge  of  these  walks,  here  seems  to  be  a  modest 
damsel,  who  will  be  most  willing  to  wait  on  thee, 
and  be  thy  bow-bearer.— Only,  for  her  niotlier's  sake, 
let  there  pass  some  slight  form  of  marriage  between 

Sou— Ye  need  no  license  or  priest  in  these  happy 
ays,  hut  maybe  buckled  like  beggars  in  a  ditch,  with 
a  hedge  for  a  church-roof,  and  a  nnker  for  a  priest.  I 
crave  pardon  of  you  for  making  such  an  officioua  and 
simple  request — perhaps  you  are  a  Ranter — or  one  of 
the  family  of  Love,  or  hold  marriage  rights  js  unne* 
cessnry,  as  Knipperdoling,  or  Jack  of  Leyden  7" 

"  For  mercy's  sake,  forbear  soch  dreadfi.l  jestino^ 
my  father!  and  do  you,  Markham,  begone,  in  God's 
name,  and  leave  us  to  our  fate— Your  presence  makes 
mv  father  rave." 

"Jesting !"  said  Sir  Henry,  "  I  was  never  more  se- 
rious—Raving I— I  was  never  more  composed— I  could 
never  brook  that  falsehood  should  approach  me — ^I 
would  no  more  bear  by  my  side  a  dishonoured  daugh- 
ter than  a  dishonoured  sword  ;  and  this  unhappy  day 
hath  shown  that  both  can  fail." 

"  Sir  Henry,"  said  young  Everard,  "load  not  your 
soul  with  a  heavy  crime,  which  be  assured  you  do,  in 
treating  your  daughter  thus  unjustly.  It  is  long  now 
since  you  denied  her  to  me,  when  we  were  poor  and 
you  were  powerful.  I  acquiesced  in  your  prohibition 
of  all  suit  and  intercourse.  God  knoweth  what  I  suf- 
fered—but I  acquiesced.  Neither  is  it  to  renew  my 
suit  that  I  now  come  hither,  and  have,  I  do  acknow- 
ledge, sought  speech  of  her— not  for  her  own  sake  only, 
but  for  yours  also.  Destniction  hovers  over  you, 
reader  to  close  her  pinions  to  stoop,  and  her  talons  to 
chitc!i— Yes,  sir,  look  contemptuous  as  you  will,  such 
is  the  case !  and  it  is  to  protect  both  you  and  her  that 
I  am  here." 

"  You  refuse  then  my  free  gift,"  said  Sir  Henry 
Lee:  " or  perhaps  you  tnink  it  loaded  with  too  hard 
conditions?" 

"  Shame,  shame  on  you.  Sir  Henry !"  said  Everard, 
wa.xing  warm  in  Lis  turn;  "have  your  political  pre- 
judices so  utterly  warped  every  feelingof  a  father,  that 
you  can  speak  with  bitter  mockery  and  scorn  of  what 
conrems  your  own  daughter's  honour  ?— Hold  up  your 
head,  fair  Alice,  and  tell  your  father  he  has  forgotten 
nature  in  his  fantastic  spirit  of  loyalty.— Know,  Sir 
Henry,  that  though  I  would  prefer  your  daughter's 
hand  to  every  blessing  which  Heaven  could  bestow  on 
me,  I  would  not  accept  it— my  conscience  would  not 

Eermrt  me  to  do  so— when  I  knew  it  must  withdraw 
er  from  her  duty  to  you." 
"  Your  conscience  i«  over  acrupulout,  young  man  r-^ 
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carry  it  to  tome  dissennmt  rabbi,  and  he  wfao  takes 
all  that  cornea  to  net,  will  teach  thee  it  is  Buinin;^ 
against  oar  roerciea  to  refuse  any  good  thing  that  is 
fieely  offered  to  ds."  ,      ^     ,        .  , .   „      -.     , 

•'  When  it  is  freely  offered,  and  kindly  offered— 
not  when  the  offer  is  made  in  irony  and  insult— Fare 
thee  well,  Alice-4f  aught  could  make  me  desire  to  profit 
byMiy  father's  wild  wish  to  cast  thee  from  him  in  a 
moment  of  unworthy  suspicion,  it  would  be  that  while 
indulging  in  such  sentiments,  Sir  Henry  Lee  is  tjrran- 
nicalJy  oppressing  the  creature,  who  of  all  others  ia 
most  dependent  on  his  kindness— who  of  all  others 
will  roost  feel  his  severity,  and  whoro,  of  all  others,  he 
is  most  bound  to  cherish  and  support" 

*'Oo  not  fear  for  me,  Mr.  Everard,"  exclaimed  Alice, 
aroused  from  her  timidity  by  a  dread  of  the  conse- 
quences not  unlikely  to  ensue,  where  civil  war  set 
relations,  as  well  as  fellow-citizens,  in  opposition  to 
each  other.— "Oh,  b^one,  I  conjure  you,  begone!— 
Nothing  stands  betwixt  me  and  my  father's  kindnesa 
but  tiiese  unhappy  family  divisions — but  your  ill-timed 
presence  here— For  Heaven*8  sake,  leave  us  V* 

"Soh,  miftresar'  answered  the  hot  old  cavalier, 
"you  play  ladv  paramount  already;  and  who  but 
you !— you  would  dictate  to  our  tram,  I  warrant,  like 
Goncril  and  Regan !  But  I  tell  thee,  no  man  shall 
leave  my  house— and  humble  as  it  is,  this  is  now  my 
house— while  he  has  aught  to  say  to  me  that  is  to  be 
spoken,  as  this  young  man  now  speaks,  with  a  bent 
bro^v  and  a  lofty  tone.— Speak  out,  air,  and  say  your 
worst !" 

"  Fear  not  my  temper,  Mrs.  Alica"  said  Evenrd. 
with  equal  firmness  and  placidity  of  manner ;  "and 
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ou.  Sir  Henry,  do  not  think  that  if  I  speak  firmly, 
M.  mean  therefore  to  speak  in  angen  or  officiously. 
Tou  have  taxed  me  with  inuch,  ana,  were  I  guided 
by  the  wild  spirit  of  romantic  chivalry,  much  which, 
even  from  so  near  a  relative,  I  ought  not,  as  being  by 
birth,  and  in  the  world's  estimauon,  a  gentleman,,  to 
pass  over  without  reply.  Is  it  your  pleaaure  to  give 
me  patient  bearing?" 

"  If  you  stand  on  your  defence,"  answered  the  stout 
old  knigiit,  "  God  forbid  that  you  should  not  challenge 
a  patient  hearing— ay,  though  vour  pleading  were  two 
parts  disloyalty  and  one  blasphemy— Only,  be  brief— 
this  has  already  lasted  but  too  long." 

*•  I  will,  Sir  Henry/'  replied  the  young  man ;  "yet 
it  is  bard  to  crowd  mto  a  few  sentences,  the  defence 
of  a  life  which,  though  short,  has  been  a  busy  one— 
too  busy,  your  indignant  gesture  would  assert  But 
I  deny  it|  I  have  drawn  my  sword  neither  hastily, 
nor  without  due  consideration,  for  a  people  whose 
rights  have  been  trampled  on,  and  whose  consciences 
have  been  oppressed- Frown  not^  sir-such  is  not 
your  view  of  the  contest,  but  such  is  mine.  For  my 
rdigioua  principles,  at  which  you  have  scoffed,  believe 
me,  that  though  they  depend  not  on  set  forms,  they 
are  no  less  sincere  than  your  own,  and  thos  far  purer 
— excuse  the  word— that  they  are  unmingled  with  the 
blood-thirety  dictates  of  a  barbarous  age,  which  you 
and  others  nave  called  the  code  of  chivalrous  honour. 
Not  my  own  natural  disposition,  but  the  better  doc- 
trine which  my  creed  has  taught,  enables  me  to  bear 
your  harsh  revilings  without  answering  in  a  similar 
tone  of  wrath  and  reproach.  You  may  carry  insult 
to  extremity  against  me  at  your  pleasure— not  on 
account  of  our  rdationship  alone,  but  because  I  am 
bound  in  charity  to  endure  it  This,  Sir  Hen^,  is 
much  from  one  of  otir  house.  But,  with  forbearance 
far  more  than  this  requires.  I  can  refuse  at  your  hands 
the  mft,  which,  most  of  all  thinra  under  Heaven,  I 
should  desire  to  obtain,  because  duty  calls  upon  her 
to  sustain  and  comfort  you,  and  because  it  were  sin  to 
permit  you,  in  your  blindness,  to  spurn  your  comforter 
from  your  side.— Farewell,  sir^not  in  anger,  out  in 
pity— We  may  meet  in  a  better  time,  when  your  heart 
and  your  principles  shall  master  the  imhappy  preju- 
dices by  which  they  are  now  overclouded.— Farewell 
—farewell,  Alice  I" 

The  last  words  were  repeated  twice,  and  in  a  tone 
of  feeling  and  passionate  grief;  which  differed  utterly 
from  the  steaoy  and  almost  severe  tone  in  which  he 
had  addressed  Sir  Henry  Lee.  He  turned  and  left  the 
hut  so  soon  as  he  had  uttered  these  last  words ;  and. 


as  if  ashamed  of  the  tenderness  which  had  tmng^ 
with  his  accents,  the  young  oommonwealth's-man 
turned  and  walked  sternly  and  resolvedly  forth  into 
the  moonlight,  which  now  was  spreading  its  broad 
light  and  autumnal  shadows  over  the  woodland. 

So  soon  as  he  departed,  Alice,  who  had  been  during 
the  whole  scene  in  the  utmost  terror  that  her  fathei 
might  have  been  hurried,  by  his  natural  heat  of  tem- 
per, from  violence  of  language  into  violence  of  actiont 
sunk  down  iipon  a  settle  twisted  ootof  willow-boughiL 
lik^  most  of  Joceline's  few  movables,  and  endeavoured 
to  conceal  the  tears  which  accompanied  the  thanka 
she  rendered  in  broken  accents  to  Heaven,  that,  not' 
withstanding  the  near  alliance  and  relationship  of 
the  parties,  some  fatal  deed  had  not  dosed  an  inter- 
view so  perilous  and  so  angry.  Phoebe  Mayflower 
blubbered  heartily  for  company,  though  she  under- 
stood but  little  of  what  had  passed ;  just,  indeed, 
enough  to  enable  her  afterwards  to  report  to  8om<s 
half-dozen  particular  friends,  that  her  old  master,  Sir 
Henry,  had  been  perilous  nogry,  and  almost  fought 
with  young  Master  Everard,  because  he  had  well  nigfa 
carried  away  her  young  mistress.-"  And  what  coidd 
he  have  done  better?''  said  Phoebe,  "seeing  the  old 
man  had  nothing  left  either  for  Mrs.  Alice  or  himaelf ; 
and  as  for  Mr.  Mark  EVcrard,  and  our  young  lady, 
oh!  they  had  spoken  such  loving  things  to  eacn 
other,  as  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  nistory  of  Argaloa 
and  Parthenia,  who,  as  the  story-book  tells,  were  the 
truest  pair  of  lovere  in  all  Arcadia,  and  Oxfordahire  to 
boot" 

Old  Groody  Jellycot  had  popped  her  scariet  hood  into 
the  kitchen  more  than  once  while  the  scene  was  pro- 
ceeding; but,  as  the  worthy  dame  was  parcel  bund, 
and  more  than  parcel  deaf,  knowledge  was  excluded 
by  two  prindpaf  entrances:  and  thoocfi  she  compre- 
hended, by  a  sort  of  general  instinct,  tnat  the  gentle- 
folk were  at  high  woraS|  yet  why  they  chose  Jocaine'a 
hut  for  the  scene  of  their  dispute,  was  as  great  a  mya- 
terv  as  the  subject  of  the  quarrel. 

But  what  was  the  state  of  the  old  cavalier's  mood, 
thus  contradicted,  as  his  most  darling  principles  had 
been,  by  the  last  words  of  his  departing  nephew? 
The  truth  is,  that  he  was  less  thoroughly  moved  than 
his  daughter  expected :  and  in  all  probability  his  ne- 
phew's bold  defence  of  his  religious  and  political  opi- 
nions rather  pacified  than  aggravated  his  displeasore: 
Although  sufficiently  impatient  of  contradiction,  still 
evasion  and  subterfuge  were  more  aUen  to  the  blunt 
old  Ranger's  nature  than  manly  vindication  and  di- 
rect opposition ;  and  he  was  wont  to  say,  that  he  ever 
loved  the  buck  best  who  stood  boldest  at  bay.  He 
graced  his  nephew's  departure,  however,  with  a  quo- 
tation from  Shakspear&  whom,  as  many  othere  do, 
he  was  wont  to  quote  from  a  sort  of  habit  and  re- 
q)ect,  as  a  favountb  of  his  unfbrtunate  master,  with- 
out having  either  much  real  taste  for  his  worka,  or 
great  skill  m  applying  the  passages  which  he  retained 
on  his  memory. 

"  Mark,"  he  said,  "  mark  this,  Alice— the  devil  can 
quote  Scriptare  for  his  purpose.  Why.  this  younc 
lanatic  cousin  of  thine,  with  no  more  beard  than  I 
have  seen  on  a  clown  playing  Maid  Marion,  on  May- 
day, when  the  village  barber  had  shaved  him  in  too 
great  a  hurry,  shall  match  any  bearded  Presbyterian 
or  Independent  of  them  all.  in  laying  down  his  doc- 
trines and  his  uses,  and  bethuroping  vs  with  his  texta 
and  his  homilies.  I  would  worthy  and  learned  Doc- 
tor Rochecliffe  had  been  bere,  with  his  battery  Tcadj 
mounted  from  the  Vulgate,  and  the  Septuagint,  and 
what  not— he  would  have  battered  the  presbyterian 
spirit  out  of  him  with  a  wanion.  However,  I  am  glad 
toe  young  man  is  no  sneaker ;  for,  were  a  man  of  the 
devil's  opinion  in  religion,  and  of  Old  Noll's  in  poli- 
tics, he  were  better  open  on  it  full  cry,  than  deceive 
you  by  hunting  counter,  or  running  a  false  scent 
Come— wipe  thine  eyes— the  fray  is  over,  and  not  liks 
to  be  stirred  again  soon,  I  trust'^ 

Encouraged  by  these  words,  Alice  rose^  and,  bo* 
wildered  as  she  was,  endeavoured  to  supenntena  the 
arrangements  for  their  meal  and  their  repose  in  their 
new  habitation.  But  her  teara  fell  so  fast,  they  mar- 
red her  counterfeited  diligence ;  and  it  was  well  for 
her  that  Phcebe,  though  too  ignorant  and  too  simple 


Chap.  V.J 


WOODSTOCK. 


10  compnrhentl    the  extent  of  her  distress,  could 
anbtd  her  inatr-rial  assistaoce,  in  lack  of  mere  sym- 

llVith  fi^emi  readiness  and  address,  the  damsel  set 
about  eTenr  thin^that  was  requisite  for  preparing  the 
tapper,  and  the  beds ;  now  screaming  into  Dame  Jel- 
Ivoor's  ear,  now  whijtperin^  into  her  mistress's,  and 
artfunjr  niana^ng,  as  if  she  was  merely  the  agent, 
under  Alic«-*»  orders.    When  the  cold  viands  were  set 
forth,  Sir  Henry  Let  kindly  pressed  his  daughter  to 
lake  K'fn^hnienta,  as  if  to  make  ups  indirectlv,  for 
bu  pppvioiis  harfihness  towards  her;  while  hc'him- 
felC  tike  an  experienced  campaigner,  showed,  that 
Dfithrr  ihe    mortifications  nor  hniwls  of  the  day, 
oor  rie  thought  a  of  what  was  to  come  fo-morrow, 
could  diminiah  his  appetite  for  s^pptT.  which  was  liis 
(avourite  meaL     He  ate  up  two-thirds  of  the  capon, 
lad,  iJn'ntine  the  first  bumper  to  ilie  happv  rcstora- 
OOQ  of  Charles,  second  of  the  name,  he  finished  a 
qairtrf  wine;  for  he  belonged  to  a  S4*hof>l  acrus- 
UHned  to  fee^^  the  flame  of  their  loyalty  with  copious 
bfimoiv^     He  even  sang  a  verse  of  "  The  King  shall 
eajov  K^s  own  o^ain,"  in  which  Pha-be,  half-wibhing, 
tnd  D&nie  Jcllveor,  .screaming  against  time  and  tune, 
vere  osnienteu    to  lend  their  aid,  to  cover  Mistress 
.^e's  oiJence. 

.*t  leiurrh  the  jovial  knight  betook  himself  to  his 
fwt  on  ine  keeper's  straw  pallet,  in  a  recess  adjoin- 
BttTo  »hc  kitchen,  and,  unaffected  by  his  change  of 
^sellinjE,  frlepr  fa!»l  and  deep.  Alice  had  less  quiet 
fHi  :a  old  Citjody  Jcllicot's  wicker  couch,  in  rhe  inner 
apartmeni;  while  the  dame  and  Phrebc  slept  on  a 
narTftsA,  ffMtffiKi  with  dry  leaves,  in  the  same  cham- 
ber. Mundly  84  tliufe  whose  daily  toil  gains  their  daily 
br&td,  and  whom  morning  calls  up  only  to  renew  the 
1Kb  of  vestrrdav. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

Mr  ron^iM  pud*  »lowly  ondpr  thii  new  lan^ua^, 
Aad  htmriM  ami  liluiiibiM  al  tlmn  uncouUi  phraiie*. 
TTi^r  fn«y  bo  ^rcat  in  wurtli  niid  weiftit,  but  Iianc 

Like-  SftuJ'ii  plaloannouron  ihe  «i>pph«rd  bojr, 
EM«inb«rinc  luid  not  arming  him. -J.  B. 

As  Mark  ham  Everanl  pursued  his  way  towards  the 
IMsF.  through  one  of  theloii^swiepingglades  which 
t^Ttrsed  the  fnrrtt,  varjing  m  brr-ndth,  till  the  trees 
wre  now  so  close  that  the  Ixiughs  made  darkness 
over  hit  head,  then  receding  farther  to  let  in  glimpses 
cf  tbemoon,  nnd  anon  opening  yet  wider  into  little 
Bradoira  or  savannahs,  on  which  the  moonbeams 
br  m  silvery  mlence;  as  he  thus  proceeded  on  his 
kmtiy  courae,  the  various  iflects  prodnciHi  by  that  de- 
onoiu  light  on  the  oaks,  whose  dark  knaves,  gnarled 
bnDchc«,  and  massive  trunks  it  gilded,  mure  or  less 
Iiufia]]y.  might  have  drawn  the  attention  of  a  poet 
flrapainf^T. 

But  if  Cvenini  thought  of  any  thing  saving  the 
pODfu!  K:ene  in  which  he  had  just  played  his  part, 
ad  of  whirfa  the  result  seemed  tiie  destruction  of  all 
hii  hofiefi.  it  was  of  the  necessary  guard  to  be  ob- 
Mrv«d  :n  his  nig:ht-walk.  The  rime's  were  dangerous 
md  onset  tied  ;  the  roads  full  of  disbanded  soldiers, 
tod  i*-peciB\\y  of  royalists,  who  made  their  political 
opiatona  a  pretext  fordisiurbing  the  country  with  ma- 
noding  parties  and  robberies.  Oeer-stealers  also. 
«feo  ire  ever  n  desperate  banditti,  had  of  laie  infested 
Woodstock  Chase.  In  short,  the  dangers  of  the  place 
•adpenod  wn^  ruch,  that  Markhani  Everard  wore 
hlosdcd  pisrols  at  his  belt,  snd  carried  his  drawn 
Mmrdimdcr  his  arm.  that  he  might  be  prepared  for 
vfatKTfr  peril  should  cross  his  path. 

Re  beard  the  hells  of  Woodstock  Church  ring  cur- 
frv.jusl  as  he  wa9  croasingonc  of  the  little  meadows 
v«  h^ve  dfSCTibed.  and  they  ceased  as  he  entered  an 
ovfffhadowefi  and  twilight  part  of  the  path  beyond. 
It  was  tfaery  that  he  heard  Bomeone  whistling;  and, 
Mth^  sound  became  clearer,  it  was  plain  the  person 
visadvancinz  towards  him.  This  could  hardly  be 
ifriffid;  Jor  the  party  to  which  he  belonged  rejecte*!, 
rurally-  sp*oking,  all  music,  unless  psalmody.  "  If 
laan  \m  merry,  let  him  amg  psalms,"  was  a  text 
*ti^h  They  were  pleased  to  uterpret  as  literally  and 


to  as  httle  purpose  as  they  did  some  others ;  yet  it 
was  too  continued  a  sounrJ  to  be  a  signal  amongst 
night-walkers,  and  too  light  and  cheerful  to  argue 
any  pimMse  of  concealment  on  the  part  of  the  travel- 
ler, who  presently  exchanged  his  whistling  for  sing- 
mg  and  trolled  forth  the  following  stanza  to  ajoliy 
tune,  with  wliich  the  old  cavaliers  were  wont  to  wake 
the  night  owl : 

Hcjr  Tor  ravalii^nt  t    Ho  for  eavalieri  ! 
Pray  for  ravnlion* ! 
Kuh  a  dub— rub  n  dub  I 
IIri-o  at  (lid  Boei/fbiib— 
Oli%-er  imoken  fur  fear. 

.  "I  should  know  that  voice."  said  Everard,  uncock- 
ing the  jMstol  which  he  had  drawn  from  his  belt,  but 
continuing  to  hold  it  in  his  hand.  Then  eaine  ano- 
ther fragnu-nt : 

Hanh  them— Klavh  thcm- 
All  to  piocrr  daah  thcni. 

"  So  ho !"  cried  Markham,  "  who  goes  there,  and 

for  whom  ?" 
"For  Church  and  King,"  answered  a  voice,  which 

presently  added,  "  \o,  d— n   nii.— I   mean  against 

Church  and  Kiiic,  and  for  the  people  that  are  upper- 

inoHt— I  forget  wliich  they  are. 
"Roger  Wildrake,  as  I  gues.**?"  said  Everard. 
"Thesamt:— Gintl«nian  ;  of  Squat tlesea-mere,  in 

the  moist  county  of  Lincoln." 
"  Wildrake  !"    said    RFarkham— "  Wildgoosc  you 

should  be  called.    Vou  have  been  moistening  your 

own  throat  to  .«!ome  pi]n>ose,  and  using  it  to  gabble 

tunes  very  suitable  to  the  times,  to  be  sure!" 
"  Faith,  the  tune's  a  pretty  tune  enough,  Mark,  only 

out  of  fashion  a  little— the  more's  the  pily." 
"What  could  I  expect,"  said  Everaiti,  but  to  meet 

some  ranting,  drunKcn  cavalier,  as  desperate  and 

dangerous  as  night  and  sock  usually  make  themi 

WMiat  if  I  had  rewaided  your  melody  by  a  ball  in  the 

gull.t?" 
"  Why.  there  would  have  been  a  piper  paid— that's 

all,"  saui  W'ildrake.— "  But  wherefore  come  you  this 

way  now? — I  was  ahout  to  seek  you  at  the  hut." 

'  I  have  iH'cn  obliged  to  leave  it— I  will  tell  you  the 
cause*  hereafter,"  replied  Markham. 

"  What !  the  old  ulay-hunting  cavalier  was  cross,  or 
Chloe  was  unkind  r" 

"Jest  not,  Wildrake— it  is  all  over  with  me,"  said 
Everanl. 

''The  devil  it  is,"  exclaimed  Wildrake,  "and  you 
take  it  thus  quietly  .'—Zounds  !  let  us  back  together— 
I'll  plead  your  cause  for  you— I  know  how  to  tickle  up 
an  old  knight  and  a  pretty  maiden— Let  me  alone  for 
putting  you  rtctua  in  curia,  you  canting  rogue.— D — n 
me,  Sir  Henry  F^ee,  says  I,  j'our  nephew  is  a  piece  of 
a  Puritan— it  won't  deny— but  I'll  uphold  him  a  gen- 
tleman and  a  pretty  fellow,  for  all  that.— Madam,  says 
I,  you  may  think  your  coupin  looks  like  a  psalm-sing- 
ing weav»r,  in  that  bare  felt,  and  with  fhai  rascally 
brown  clonk;  that  band,  which  looks  like  a  baby's 
clout^  and  those  loose  boots,  which  have  a  whole  calf- 
skin in  each  of  them,— but  let  him  wear  on  the  one 
side  of  his  head  a  castor,  with  a  plume  bi  fitting  his 
quality;  give  him  a  good  Toledo  by  his  side,  with  a 
broidered  belt  and  an  inlaid  hilt,  intitcad  of  the  ton  of 
iron  contained  in  that  basket-lnlttd  black  .Andrew 
Ferrara;  put  a  few  smart  words  in  his  mouth— and, 
blood  and  wounds!  madam,  says  J" 

"Prithee,  truce  with  tiiis  nouMi  n-ee,  Wildrnkr,"  said 
Everanl,"  and  tell  me  if  you  are  sober  enough  to  hear 
a  few  words  of  sober  reason  ?" 

"Pshaw!  man,  I  did  but  crack  a  brace  of  quarts 
with  yonder  puritanic,  rourdheaded  .«ol(lu  rs,  up  yon- 
der at  the  town;  and  rat  me  but  I  passed  myself  for 
the  best  man  of  the  party;  twanged  my  nose,  and 
turned  up  my  eves,  as  I  took  my  can— Pah  !  the  very 
wine  tasted  of  hypocrisv.  I  think  the  rogue  corijoral 
smoked  something  at  last— as  for  the  common  fel- 
lows, never  stir,  but  they  asked  me  to  say  grace  over 
anoilier  quart!" 

"This  IS  just  what  I  wished  to  speak  with  you  about, 
W^ildrake,''^  said  Markhani— "You  hold  me,  I  am 
sure,  lor  your  friend  ?" 

"True  as  steel.— Chums  at  College  and  at  Lin- 
coln's-Inn— we  have  been  Nisus  and  Euryalua,  The- 
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•Gas  and  Piriihous,  Orestes  and  Pylades ;  anif,  to  sum  '  longer.    Do  you  not  rememhcr,  that  a  t  the  Lincoln' 


up  the  whole  with  a  puritanic  touch,  David  and  Jona- 
than, all  in  one  breath.  Not  even  politics,  the  wedge 
that  rends  families  and  friendships  asunder,  as  iron 
rives  oak,  have  been  able  to  split  us.'' 

"True,    answered  Markham ;  "and  when  you  fol- 
lowed the  King  to  Nottingham ;  and  I  enrolled  under 


Inn  gambols— though  you  did  not  mingle  much  in 
them,  I  think— I  used  always  to  play  as  well  as  aiiy 
of  them,  when  it  came  to  the  action,  but  they  could 
never  get  me  to  rehearse  conformably.  It's  the  same 
at  this  day.  I  hear  your  voice,  and  I  answer  to  it  in 
the  true  tone  of  my  heart ;  but  when  I  am  in  the  com- 


I  have  been  always 

in, which  I  wear  oaf 

a  man's  merits  become  bia  ene- 


ir 


Essex,  we  swore,  at  our  parting,  thai  whichever  side  i  pany  of  your  snuffling  friends,  j'ou  have  seen  me  act 
was  victorious,  he  of  us  who  adhered  to  ii,  should  i  my  part  indifferent  well."  ,.  ,  „  .     a  u 

protect  his  less  fortunate  comrade."  But  mdifferent,  mdeed,"  rep!  ed  Evcrard  ;      how- 

*'  Surely,  man,  surely;  and  have  you  not  protected  ever,  there  is  litilecall  on  you  to  do  aught,  save  to  be 
me  accordingly  1  Did  you  not  save  mc  from  hang- 1  modest  and  silent.  Speak  little,  and  lay  aside,  if  you 
ing?  and  am  I  not  indebted  to  you  for  the  bread  I  can,  your  big  oaths  and  swaggering  looks— set  your 
eat  7"  hat  even  on  your  brows. " 

"1  have  hut  done  that,  which,  had  the  limes  been  1  "Ay,  that  is  the  curs?! 
otherwise^  you,  my  dear  Wildrake,  would,  1  am  sure,  noted  for  the  jaunty  manner 
have  done  for  ine.  But,  as  I  said,  that  is  just  what 
I  wished  to  speak  to  you  about.  Why  render  the  task 
of  protecting  you  more  difficult  than  it  must  neces- 
sarily be  at  any  rate  7  Why  thrust  thyself  into  ihe 
company  of  soldiers,  or  such  like,  where  thou  art  sure 
to  be  warmed  into  betraying  thyself  7  Why  come 
hollowing  and  whooping  out  cavalier  dittios,  like  a 
drunken  trooper  of  Prince  Rupert,  or  one  of  Wilmoi's 
•wassgering  body-guards  7" 

"  Uc  ause  I  may  have  been  both  one  and  t'other 
m  my  day,  for  aught  that  you  know,"  replied  Wil- 
drake. Bttt^  oddsfish !  is  it  necessary  I  should 
always  be  remmJing  you,  that  our  obligation  of  mu- 
tual protection,  our  league  of  offensive  ami  defensive, 
as  I  may  call  it,  was  to  be  carried  into  efl'cci  wiihuut 
reference  to  the  politics  or  religion  of  the  party  pro- 
tected, or  the  least  obligation  on  him  to  conform  to 
tho«e  of  his  friend  7" 

"Trua"  said  Everard ;  "but  with  this  most  neces- 
sary qua  lificntion,  that  the  party  should  submit  to  such 
outward  conformity  to  the  times  as  should  make  it 
more  ensy  and  safe  for  his  friend  to  be  of  service  to 
him.  Now,  you  are  perpetually  breaking  forth,  to  the 
hazard  of  your  own  safety  and  my  credit." 

**  I  tell  you,  Mark,  and  I  would  tell  your  namesake 
the  apostle,  that  you  are  hard  on  me.  You  have 
practised  sobriety  and  hypocrisy  from  your  hanging 
sleeves  till  your  Geneva  cassocK— from  the  cradle  to 
this  day, — and  it  is  a  thing  of  nature  to  you ;  and  you 
arc  surprised  that  a  rough,  rattling,  honest  fellow,  ac- 
customed to  speak  truth  all  his  life,  and  especially 

when  he  found  it  at  the  bottom  of  a  flask,  cannot  be 
BO  perfect  a  prig  as  thyself  !—Zooks !  there  is  no 
equality  betwixt  us— A  trained  diver  might  as  well,  be- 
cause he  can  retain  his  breath  for  ten  minutes  without 

inconvenience,  upbraid  a  poor  devil  for  being  like  to 

burst  in  twenty  seconds,  at  the  bottom  of  ten  fathoms' 

water— And,  after  all,  considering  the  guise  is  so  new 

U3  me,  I  think  1  bear  myself  indifferently  well— try 

mc  V* 
"  Are  there  any  more  news  from  Worcester  fight  7" 

asked  Evera*tl,  in  a  tone  so  serious  that  it  imposed  on 

his  companion,  who  replied  in  his  genuine  character— 
'*  Worse  !— d— n  me,  worse  a  hundred  times  than 

rsported— totally  broken.    Noll  hath  certainly  sold 

himself  to  the  devil,  and  his  lease  will  have  an  end 

one  day— that  is  all  our  present  comfort." 
"  What  I  and  would  this  be  your  answer  to  the  first 

red-coat  who  asked  the  question  7"  said  Everard. 

"  Methinks  yon  would  find  a  speedy  passport  to  the 

n6.Tt  corps  de  garde." 


"Ay,  venly."  said  Wildrake,  "to  spe 
language.    Why,  as  I  passed  through 


Nay,  nay,"  answered  Wildrake,  "I  thought  you 
aaked  me  in  your  own  person.— Lack-a-day!  a  great 
mercy— a  glorifying  mercy— a  crowning  mercy- a 
vouchsafing— an  uplifting  I  profess  the  malignant^ 
are  scattered  from  Dan  to  Bersheba— smitten,  hip  and 
thigh,  even  until  the  going  down  of  the  sun  ! ' 

^  Hear  you  aught  of  Colonel  Thomhaugh's 
wounds  7" 

"He  is  dead,"  answered  Wildrake.  "that's  one 
comfort- the  roundheaded  rascal !— Nay,  hold  !  it 
was  but  a  trip  of  the  tongue— I  meant,  the  sweet  godly 
youth." 

"  And  hear  yon  aushi  of  the  young  man,  King  of 
Scprland,  as  they  callhim  7"  said  Everard. 

Nothini^  but  that  he  is  hunted  like  a  partridge  on 
the  mountains.    May  Ood  deliver  him,  and  contound  , 
iiia  eoemies  1— Zoons,  Mark  Everard,  I  can  fool  it  no  I 


castor— Hard  when 
mies  !" 
"You  must  remember  you  are  my  clerk.' 
"  Secretary,"  answered  Wildrake ;  "  let  it  be 
tary,  if  you  love  me." 

It  must  be  clerk,  and  nothing  else — plain  clerk 
—and  remember  to  be  civil  and  obedient,"  replied 
Everard. 

"  But  vou  should  not  lay  on  your  commands  with 
so  much  ostentatious  superiority,  Master  Markham 
Everard.  Remember  I  am  your  senior  of  three 
years'  standing.  Confound  me,  if  I  know  bow  lo 
lake  it  I" 

"  Was  ever  such  a  fantastic  wronghead !— For  ray 
sake,  if  not  for  thine  own,  bend  thy  freakish  folly  to 
listen  to  reason.  Think  that  I  have  incurred  both 
risk  and  shame  on  thy  account." 

"  Nay,  thou  art  a  right  good  fellow,  Mark,"  replied 
the  cavalier,  "  and  for  thy  sake  1  will  do  much — but 
remember  to  cjuj'h,  and  cry  hem  I  when  thou  »eest 
me  like  to  break  bounds— And  now  tell  me  whither 
we  are  bound  for  the  nicht?'' 

"To  Woodstock  Loofje,  to  look  after  my  uncle's 
property,"  answered  Markham  Everard:  "1  am  in- 
formed that  soldiers  have  taken  possession— Yet  how 
could  that  be,  if  thou  foundest  the  party  drinking  in 
Woodstock  7" 

"There  was  a  kind  of  commissary  or  steward,  Of 
some  such  rogue,  had  gone  down  to  the  Lodge,"  n>> 
plied  Wildrake ;  "I  had  a  peep  at  hma." 
"  Indeed  ."'  replied  Everard. 

speak  yonr  own 

the  park  In 

quest  of  you,  scarce  half  an  hour  since,  I  saw  a 

light  in  the  Lodge— Step  this  way,  you  will  aee  it 

yourself." 

"In  the  north-west  angle 7"  returned  Everard— ** It 
is  from  a  window  in  %vnat  they  call  Victor  Lee'a 
apartment." 

"Well,"  resumed  Wildrake,  "I  had  been  long  one 
of  Lundsford's  lads,  and  well  used  to  patrolling  duty 
—So,  rat  me,  says  I.  if  I  leave  a  light  in  my  rear, 
without  knowing  what  it  means.  Besides^  Mark, 
thou  hadst  said  so  much  to  me  of  thy  pretty  couun,  I 
thought  I  might  as  well  have  a  peep,  if  I  could." 

" Thouglitless,  incorrigible  man!  to  what  dangen 
do  you  expose  yourself  and  your  friends,  in  mere  wan- 
tonness  !-;-But  go  on." 

"By  this  fair  moonshine,  I  believe  thou  art  jealons^ 
Mark  Everard!"  replied  his  gay  companion ;  "there 
is  no  occasion  ;  for,  in  any  case,  I,  who  was  to  aee  the 
lady,  was  steeled  by  honour  against  the  charms  of  my 
friend's  Chloe— Then  the  lady  was  not  to  aee  mc^  so 
could  make  no  comparisons  to  thy  disadvantage,  tnou 
knowest— Lastly,  as  it  fell  out,  neither  of  us  saw  the 
other  at  all." 

"  Of  that  I  am  well  aware.  Mrs.  Alice  left  the  Lodas 
long  before  sunset,  and  never  returned.  What  €UaH 
thou  see  to  introduce  with  such  preface  ?" 

"Nay,  no  great  matter,"  replied  Wildrake;  "only 
getting  upon  a  sort  of  buttress,  (for  I  can  climb  like 
any  cat  that  ever  mewed  in  any  gutter,)  and  boldios 
on  by  the  vines  and  creepers  which  grew  around,  i 
obtained  a  station  where  I  could  see  into  the  inside  of 
that  same  parlour  thou  apokesi  of  iust  now.** 

"And  what  saw'st  thou  there 7"  once  more  de- 
manded Everard. 
"  Nay,  no  great  matter,  as  I  said  before,"  tt^Iied 
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ibe  ccvolkr;  for  in  these  timee  it  is  no  new  thing  i  As  he  spoke,  steps  were  heard  in  the  hall,  and  tho 
t)K«  churls  carousing  in  roynl  or  noble  chambers.  1  |  wirkct  of  the  crrat  door  was  partly  opened,  but  ae- 
saw  iwo  ra<caIUons  enpnged  in  emptying  a  solemn  ,  ciiteil  with  a  chain  in  case  of  accidents.  The  visage 
itwjp  of  sironj?  waters,  and  despatchmg  a  huf;e  vcni-  j  of  Tonikinp,  and  that  of  Joceline  benoaih  it,  appeared 
son  pa«tv,  which  prcosy  nuss,  tor  their  convenience,  at  the  chink,  illiiininafed  bvthe  lamp  which  ihs  latter 
tflrt  had  pinccfl  on  a  lady's  work-iable— One  of  thtm  !  held  in  his  hand,  and  Tom'kins  demanded  the  niean- 
W3«  rrr.njr  an  air  on  a  lute."  inp  of  this  alurm. 

•Tho  proianc  villsins!"  exclaimed  Everard,  "it  "I  demand  instant  admittance!"  said  Evcrard. 
vzt  a  ii-o"s."  i  "  J*)iiflp,  yon  know  mc  wrll  ?" 

"Wtil  sad,  comrade— I  am  pUd  your  nhlepm  can  '  "I  do,  sir,"  n^liod  Joctline.  "nnd  could  admit  you. 
WTiiov^'d.    1  dill  liiit  throw  in  ihisc  incidents  of  the  I  with  all  my  hca't;  Inl,  alas!  ^ir.  you  «pe  I  am  not 


kry-ke»pr-r.  Ih re  i?  the  ccnileniiin  whose  warrant  I 
must  walk  hv— The  Lord  help  me,  seeing  times  aro 
>-nrh  an  Jh»  y  ))<• !"' 

"And  when  that  RrntU-man.  who  I  think  maybe 
Mastrr  DeshoriMiph's  valet'' 

"  Hif»  honour's  unworthy  *  crftory,  an  \t  please 


'^- 


'.u'.tin.l  ihc  table,  to  try  if  it  were  p«jssihh>  to  get  a 
i;":*!  of  t;uiiian  spirit  out  ui'you,  bc-sanctified  as  you 
i:s" 

VVhaJ  likr  were  the  nirti  "*'*  said  young  Fvrrard. 

■'The  one  a  sloueh-liaitetl,  long-cloaked,  sour-faced 
hp.i'.-.v.  like  tho  res^t  of  von,  whom  I  took  to  be  the 

sifjnr.i -irroniinissary  I  neanl  ppokeniif  in  the  town;  you,"  inten)o=e(l  Tomkins';  while  VVildrake  whis- 
:;.f  r;h«  r  was  a  &fhort  sturdy  ftilow,  with  a  wotwi-kiiile  [  pcrc*!  in  Everard's  ear,  "  I  w  ill  be  no  longer  secretary. 
::h<RirdU',  and  a  long  quarteistafl  lying  beside  him  !  Mnik,  ihou  weri  quite  right— the  clerk  must  be  the 
-:  'jbck-hair'^d  knave,  with  white  teeth  and  a  merry  ■  more  penflrnianly  calling." 
CLiirenanre — onf  of  ihrunder-rangtrsorbow-bearcr's 
o:''li«*e  walks*,  1  fancy." 

"Tniy  must  have  been  Dc-sborqiich's  fovourite, 
Ct«t,  Tnnikins,'*  s:t id  Everard,  "and  Jocelini;  JoliHe, 
ibekecp«-r.  Tomkins  if- Lcsb^irough's right  hand— an 
hdependt-nt.  and  haih  pourings  forth,  as  he  calls 
\fxm.  Somr  think  that  his  cifis  have  the  better  of 
'::,<  erc<'e.  I  have  heard  of  his  abusing  opporluni- 
tf*. " 

■■'Thf  V  were  improving  them  wlun  I  saw  them," 
rfc'til  Wildrakt,  "  anu  made  the- 1  lOt  lie  smoke  for  it— 
vitn,  n«  tlu-  lit  vil  wiiuld  have  It,  a  st.'ne,  which  had 
t**n  lis-lndcriMi  from  thecrumblin:.'burircss,  ;;ave  way 
tnier  in\  wr-ijht.  A  clumsy  fclfow  like  thee  would 
have  been  so  long  thinking  what  was  lo  be  done,  that 


"And  if  you  are  Maf-ler  Dcsborouch's  secretary. 
I  pnsume  vou  know  me  and  my  condition  well 
enough,"  said  Everard,  atldressing  the  Independent, 
"  not  to  liesiiare  to  admit  me  and  my  attendant  to  a 
niuht's  quarters  in  the  Lodce?" 

Surely  not,  surely  not,''  said  the  I 
"  that  is,  if  your  worship  thinks  you  w 


Independent— 
ould  be  better 
acctjmmodatcd  here  than  up  at  the  house  of  enter- 
tainment in  the  town,  whicn  men  unprofifably  call 
Saint  Georgii's  Inn.  There  is  hut  confined  accom- 
modation hen%  your  honour— and  we  have  been  frayed 
ou»  of  our  lives  already  by  the  visit aiion  of  Satan  — 
alleit  his  firry  dan  is  now  quenched." 
"This  may  he  all  well  in  its  place.  Sir  Secretary," 
j  i-aid  Everard;  "and  you  may  find  a  comer  for  it 
re  iTij«i  nei.ds  have  followed  it  before  he  could  mako  i  whtii  ynu  are  next  tempted  to  j)lav  the  preacher.  But 
'.T  h-f.  HLiid  ;  but  I,  Mark,  I  hoppeil  like  a  sciuirrel  to  \  I  will  take  it  for  no  apology  for  keeping  me  here  in 
»n  Sv  rwiir.  and  stuotl  fast  — was  well  nigh  t'hot,  '  the  cold  harvest  wind  ;  a n*!  if  not  pr»>ently  received, 
:.;ni;;h.  f.»r  ihc  noise  alarmtd  thr-ui  both.  They  looked  ,  ond  suitably  too,  I  will  report  you  to  your  master  for 
»-j  ir.i  or  ol.  and  saw  me  on  the  outside;  the  fanatic  i  in«:olenfc  in  vour  oflfire." 

feikw  itvM  nut  a  pist«)l-7-as  they  have  always  such  !  The  stvrHary  of  Deshorough  did  not  dare  offer 
T'.xr*  m  readiness  hansin^  beafdc  the  little  clasped  i  farther  opposition;  for  it  is  well  known  that  Des- 
R.^ic,  thou  know'si— the  keeper  seized  his  hunting-  borough  nimself  only  held  his  consequence  as  a  kins- 
piA>— I  irf  afptl  ihem  both  to  a  roar  and  a  grin— thou    man  of  Cromwell;  and  the  lA)rd  General,  who  was 


ru*?  know  I  can  grimace  like  a  baboon— I  learned 
'h-  Trtck  from  a  Frmch  player,  who  could  twist  his 
jms  into  a  pair  t)f  nut-crackers— and  therewithal  1 
cmtped  rnys-clf  sweetly  on  the  grass,  and  ran  off  so 
rf;infly,  keeping  the  dark  isideof  thewnll  as  long  as 
I  ci-ul<r  that  I  am  ut- 11  nigh  persuaded  they  thought  I 
ws.«  jhe:r  kin.Bman,  the  devil,  came  among  them  un- 
ci!W.    They  were  abominably  startled." 

■■*Thou  art  most  fearfully  rash,  Wildrake,"  said  his 
corrpanion ;  "  we  are  now  bound  for  the  house— what 
if  ihry  should  remember  thee  ?" 

''Why,  ii  is  no  treason,  is  it  ?  No  one  has  paid  for 
pe€pirur  since  Tom  of  Coventry's  days;  and  if  he 
cam«  in  for  a  reckoning,  belike  it  was  for  a  better  treat 
than  mine.  But  trust  me,  they  will  no  more  know 
ct.  iban  a  man  who  had  onW  seen  your  friend  Noll 
St  a  coriv«  nricle  of  saints  would  know  the  same  Oliver 
CO  horseback,  and  charging  with  his  lobster- tailed 


well  nigh  paramount  already,  was  known  to  be 
s'ronsly  favourable  both  to  the  elder  and  youiiger 
Everard.  It  is  true,  they  were  Presbyterians  anp  ho 
an  Independent ;  and  tnat,  thoivih  sharing  those 
sentiments  of  correct  morality  and  moie  devoted 
relijiious  feeling,  by  whic**,  with  few  exceptions,  the 
Parliamentarian  pnriy  were  distinguished,  the  Eve- 
rards  were  not  disposed  to  cairy  these  attributes  to 
the  extreme  of  enthusiasm,  practiseel  by  so  many 
others  at  the  time.  Yet  it  was  well  known  that 
whatever  might  be  Cromwell's  ovv;n  religious  creed, 
he  was  not  uniformly  bounden  by  it  in  the  choice  of 
his  favourites,  but  extended  his  countenance  to  those 
who  could  serve  him,  even  although,  according  to  the 
phrase  of  the  time,  they  came  out  of  the  darkness  of 
Egypt.  The  character  of  the  elder  Eyeraitl  stood 
very  high  for  wisdom  and  sagacity  ;  besides,  being  of 
a  eood  family  and  competent  fortune,  his  adherence 


r-iiadion  ;  or  thesamo  Noll  cracking  a  jest  and  abot-  |  would  lend  a  dignity  to  any  f-ide  he  might  espouse. 
'Jr  with  wicked  Waller  the  rrK't."  I  Then  his  son  had  been  a  distinguished  and  succew- 

•■Hu>h!  not  a  word  of  Oliver,  as  thou  dost  value  '  ful  soldier,  remarkable  for  the  discipline  he  maintained 
thyifrlf  and  me.     It  is  ill  jesting  with  the  rock  you  j  omong  his  men,  the  bravery  which  he  showed  in  the 
~       ■  ?ro  is  the  gate— we  will  disturb    time  of  action,  and  the  humanity  with  which  he  was 


mijf  whlon.— But  hero 

beie  honest  gentlemen's  recreations. 

Af  hii  (poki\  he  applitd  the  large  and  ponderous 
kio'ker  to  the  hall  floor. 

* Rai- tal- tat -toej  !'*  ^oid  Wildrake;  "  there  is  a  fine 
i-srai  to  you  cuckolds  and  roundheads !"  He  then 
tif.rniinitke<i,  lialf-»ung  the  march  so  called  :— 

"CiiHcoIdii.  r«'iiM»  rttjf,  cuckolds,  come  dif : 
ftound  ftbwot  cuckoldn,  come  dance  to  iny  ji|  I'* 

*'By  Henven  !  this  passes  midsummer  frenzy,''  said 
Ererard  turning  anirrilv  on  him. 

".Not  a  bit,  not  a  bit,  rcplud  Wildrake;  "it  is  hut 
aflijthr  expecionition,  just  like  what  one  makes  be- 
i^rt  begin nin;<  n  Ion«  speech.  I  will  be  grave  for  an 
t'H.r  together,  oow  I  nave  got  that  point  of  war  out 
t/ay  h«ad." 


alwavs  r£;ady  to  qualify  the  ronsc qwencea  of  victory. 
Such"  men  were  not  to  he  neglected,  uhr-n  many  signs 
comhintd  to  show  that  the  parties  in  the  state,  who 
had  successfully  accomplished  the  deposition  anei 
death  e>f  the;  king,  were  speeelily  to  qiian-el  among 
themselves  about  the  division  of  the  spoils.  The  two 
Everards  were  therefore  much  courted  by  Cromwell, 
and  their  influence  with  him  was  suprosed  to  be  so 
great,  that  tnisty  Master  Secretary  Tonikins  cared  not 

to  expose  himse'lf  to  risk,  by  ontending  u it h  Colonel 
Everard  for  such  a  tritlc  as  a  night  s  lodging,  or  a 

greater  thing.  .  .     • ,  i-  u.        ^ 

Joceline  was  active  on  his  side— inore  lights  wfro 
obtain* d-more  wood  thrown  on  the  fire— and  tho 
two  newly-arrivfd  strangers  were  introduced  into 
Victor  Lee's  parlour,  as  it  was  called,  from  the  pic- 
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ton  over  the  chimney-piaoe,  which  we  have  already 
deaciibed.  It  waa  aeveral  minutes  ere  Colonel  Eve- 
nid  couid  recover  bia  neoeral  atoiciam  of  deportment, 
ao  atronglsr  waa  he  imprened  by  finding  himaelf  in 
the  apartment,  under  whoae  roof  he  h»d  paaaed  ao 
many  of  the  happieat  houn  of  hia  life.  There  was 
the  cabinet,  which  he  had  seen  opened  with  such 
Mings  of  delist  when  Sir  Henrv  Lee  deij^ned  to 
give  Imn  inatructiona  in  fiahing,  ana  to  eihibit  hooks 
and  line^  together  with  all  the  materials  for  making 
the  artificial  fly,  then  Utde  known.  There  hung  the 
ancient  family  pictura  which,  from  some  odd  mvs- 
terioua  expreasiona  of  hia  uncle  relating  to  it,  had  be- 
come to  his  bovhood,  nay.  his  early  youth,  a  subject 
of  curiosity  and  of  fear.  He  remembered  how,  when 
left  alone  m  the  apartment,  the  aearching  eye  of  the 
old  warrior  aeemed  always  bent  upon  hia,  m  what- 
ever part  of  the  room  he  placed  himaell^  and  how  hia 
ehildiab  imagination  waa  perturbed  at  a  phenomenon, 
lor  which  he  could  not  account 

With  theae  came  a  thouaand  dearer  and  warmer 
raoollectiona  of  hia  early  attachment  to  bis  pretty 
eousin  Alice,  when  he  aaaisted  her  at  her  lessons, 
brought  water  for  her  flowers,  or  accompanied  her 
while  she  sung;  and  he  remembered  that  while  her 
father  looked  at  them  with  a  good-humoured  and 
caieleaa  amile,  he  had  once  heara  him  mutter,  "  And 
if  it  ahould  turn  out  ao— why  it  might  be  best  for 
both,"  and  the  theoriea  of  happineas  ne  bad  reared  on 
theae  words.  All  theae  visions  had  been  dispelled  by 
the  trumpet  of  war,  which  called  Sir  Henry  Lice  and 
himaelf  to  ooposite  sides ;  and  the  transactions  of  this 
very  day  had  ahown,  that  even  Everard*s  success  as 
a  Boldier  and  a  atateaman  aeemed  abaolutely  to  pro- 
hibit the  chance  of  their  beinjg  revived. 

He  waa  waked  out  of  this  unpleaaing  reverie  by 
the  approach  of  Joceline,  who,  being  possibly  a  sea- 
aoned  toper,  had  made  the  additionid  arrangementa 
with  more  enedition  and  accuracy,  than  could  have 
been  expected  from  a  peraon  engaged  as  he  had  been 
aince  nightfall 

He  now  wiahed  to  know  the  Cobnel'a  directiona 
for  the  night 

"  Would  he  eat  any  thing  T' 

"No." 

"  Did  hia  honour  chooae  to  accept  Sir  Henry  Lee'a 
bed,  which  waa  ready  prepared  T' 

"  Vea." 

"  That  of  Miatreaa  Alice  Lee  ahould  be  prepared  for 
the  Secretary." 

"On  pain  of  thine  ears— No,**  replied  Everard. 

"  Where  then  was  the  worthy  Secretary  to  be  quar- 
tend?" 

*'In  the  dog-kennel,  if  you  liat,"  replied  Colonel 
Everard;  "but,",  added  he,  eteppins  to  the  sleeping 
apartment  of  Alice,  which  opened  m>m  the  parlour, 
locking  it,  and  taking  out  the  key,  "no  ooeahall  pro- 
iane  this  chamber." 

,    Had  hia  honour  any  other  oommanda  for  the 
nijihtr 

^Tone  aave  to  dear  the  apartment  of  yonder  man. 
—My  clerk  will  remain  with  me— I  have  ordere 
which  muat  be  written  out— Yet  atay— Thou  gavest 
my  letter  thia  morning  to  Kiatreaa  Ahce?" 
**Idid." 


"Tell  me.  good  Joceline,  what  ahe  aaid  when  she 
received  it?" 

"  She  aeemed  much  concerned,  air ;  and  indeed  I 
think  that  ahe  wept  a  little— but  indeed  she  aeemed 
veiT  much  distreaaed." 

''^And  what  mesaage  did  she  send  to  me?" 

"Non&  may  it  please  your  honour— She  began  to 
aay,  *Tell  mv  cousin  Everard  thst  I  will  communi- 
cate my  uncle's  kind  purpose  to  my  father,  if  I  can 
set  fitting  opportunity- but  that  I  greatly  fear*— and 
there  checked  heraelf,  as  it  were,  and  said,  *I  will 
write  to  my  couaio ;  and  aa  it  may  be  late  ere  I  he  ve 
an  opportunity  of  apeaking  with  my  father  do  thou 
oome  for  my  anawer  after  aervice.'— So  I  went  to 
church  myself  to  while  away  the  time ;  but  when  I 
letorned  to  the  Chaae,  I  found  this  man  had  sum- 
moned my  master  to  surrender,  and,  right  or  wrong, 
I  miiai  put  him  in  possession  of  the  Lodge.  I  would 
liun  have  given  your  honour  a  hint  that  the  old  knight 


and  my  young  miatreaa  were  like  to  take  you  on  the 
fonn,  but  I  could  not  mend  the  nutter." 

"Thou  hast  done  well,  good  fellow,  and  I  will 
remember  thee.— And  now,  my  masters,"  he  said, 
advancing  to  the  brace  of  clerks  or  secretariea.  who 
had  in  the  mean  while  sat  quietly  down  beaide  the 
stone  bottle,  and  made  up  acquaintance  over  a  glaaa 
of  its  contents—"  Let  me  remind  you,  that  the  nifl^t 
weare  late." 

"  There  ia  aomething  criea  tinkle,  tinkle^  in  the 
bottle  yet."  aaid  WiMrake,  in  reply. 

"  Hem  I  hem !  hem  f  coughed  the  Colonel  of  tlie 
Parliament  service ;  and  if  his  lipa  did  not  curae  hie 
companion's  imprudence,  I  will  not  answer  for  what 
aroae  in  his  heart—"  Well !"  he  said,  observing  that 
Wildrake  had  filled  his  own  gjass  and  Tomtani^a, 
"  take  that  parting  glaaa  and  bqgone." 

"Would  you  not  be  pleaaed  to  hear  first,"  aaid 
Wildrake,  how  this  honest  gendeman  saw  the  devil 
to-night  look  through  a  pane  of  yonder  window,  and 
how  ne  tfainka  he  had  a  mighty  strong  resemblance 
to  your  worahip's  humble  slave  and  varlet  acribbler? 
Would  you  but  hear  thia,  air,  and  just  sip  a  glaaa  of 
this  very  reoommendable  strong  waten  7  * 

"I  will  drink  none,  sir,"  said  Colonel  Everard 
sternly;  "and  I  have  to  tell  you,  that  you  have 
drunken  a  f^ass  too  much  already.— Mr.  Tomkina^ 
sir,  I  wish  you  good-night" 

^A  word  in  season  at  parting,"  aaid  Tomkina^ 
standing  up  behind  the  long  leathern  back  of  a  chahr, 
hemming  and  snuiSing  aa  if  preparing  for  an  exhorta- 
tion. 

"  Excuae  me,  sir,"  replied  Markham  Everard ;  "700 
are  not  now  sufficiently  yourself  to  guide  the  devotion 
of  others." 

"  Wo  be  to  them  that  reject  P'  said  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commissioners,  stalking  out  of  the  room— the 
reat  was  loat  in  shutting  the  door,  or  suppreaaed  for 
fearof  of&nce. 

"And  now,  fool,  Wildrake;  begone  to  thy  bed 
jronder  it  liea,  poinUng  to  the  knight'a  apartment 

"What,  thou  haat  aecured  the  lady's  for  thyself?  I 
aaw  thee  put  the  key  in  thy  pocket" 

"I  would  not— indeed,  I  could  not  sleep  in  that 
apartment— I  can  aleep  nowhere— but  I  will  watch 
in  this  arm-chair.  I  have  made  him  place  wood  for 
repairing  the  fire. — Good  now,  go  to  bed  thyaeUI  and 
sle^  off  thv  liquor." 

"  Liquor  f— Ilaugh  thee  to  acorn,  Mark— thou  art  a 
milksop,  and  the  aon  of  a  milksop,  and  know'at 
not  what  a  good  fellow  can  do  in  the  way  of  eroahing 
an  honest  cup." 

"The  whole  vicea  of  hia  faction  are  in  thia  pom' 
fellow  individually,"  aaid  the  Colonel  to  himsel£  eye- 
ing his  protegi  askance,  aa  the  other  retreated  into 
(he  bedroom,  with  no  very  steady  pace — "  He  is  reck- 
less, intemperate,  dissolute :  ana  if  I  cannot  get  him 
safely  shipped  for  France,  ne  will  certainly  be  both 
hia  own  ruin  and  mine.— Tet  withal,  he  ia  kind, 
brave,  and  generoua,  and  would  have  kept  the  faith 
with  me  which  he  now  expects  from  roe ;  and  in  what 
conaista  the  merit  of  our  truth,  if  we  observe  not  ottr 

flighted  word  when  we  have  promiaed  to  our  hurt? 
will  take  the  liberty,  however,  to  secure 


■nyaelf 

againat  farther  interraption  on  hia  part" 

So  eaying,  he  locked  the  door  of  communicatioii 
betwixt  the  sleeping-room,  to  which  the  cavalier  had 
retreated,  and  the  parlour;— end  then,  after  pacing 
the  floor  thoughtfully,  returned  to  his  seat,  tnmmed 
the  lampi  and  drew  out  a  number  of  Ietters,-7"I  wtU 
read  these  over  once  more,"  he  said,  "  that,  if  possi- 
ble, the  thought  of  public  afTaira  may  expel  thia  keen 
sense  of  personal  aorrow.  Gracioua  Providence^ 
where  ia  this  to  end !  We  have  aacrificed  the  peace 
of  oar  families,  the  warmest  wishes  of  our  yooog 
hearts,  to  right  the  country  in  which  we  were  bom, 
and  to  free  her  from  oppreaaion ;  yet  it  appeare,  that 
every  atep  we  have  made  towaraa  liberty,  has  bat 
brought  ua  in  view  of  new  end  more  terrific  perila,  aa 
he  who  travels  in  a  mountainous  region,  is,  oy  every 
atep  which  elevates  him  higher,  placed  m  a  situation 
of  more  imminent  hazard. 

He  read  long  and  attentively,  various  tedious  and 
embarrassed  letters,  in  which  the  writers,  placing  ba- 
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ton  hhn  the  glory  of  Gk)d,  and  the  freedom  and  liber- 
ties of  Eni^and,  as  their  supreme  ends,  could  not,  by 
all  the  ambagitory  expressions  theyroade  use  of,  pre- 
vent the  shrewd  eye  of  Markham  jBverard  from  see- 
ing, that  self-interest  and  views  of  ambition  were 
the  poriocipil  moTing-springs  at  the  bottom  of  their 
plots. 

CHAPTER   VL 

■tMh  OQ  m  eiwn  like  hta  brothar  Dsatli— 
BOW  not  when  it  oomm— we  know  it  mwk  oane- 
may  efltet  to  eeoni  enii  to  eoateno  it, 
*tie  the  hifbeet  pride  of  homen  mlaerr. 
mj  it  know*  not  of  en  ophite : 
IM  reft  perciit,  the  deepeiring  lover, 
the  poor  wreteh  who  wmlts  Ibr  esecvtioo, 
thie  oblivion,  ecainet  which  he  Uioufht 
iroee  had  arm'd  his  moms,  steal  upon  him, 
throoch  the  fenoelcas  citadel— the  body- 
that  haufhtj  garrisoo-the  miod.— Hi 


Ve 
We 


To  I 
Yet 


Eie 


CoLOsvKL  EvxAAXD  experienced  the  truth  contained 
m  the  vrrses  of  the  quaint  old  bard  whom  we  have 
quoted  above.  Amid  private  griel^  and  anxiety  for  a 
eoontry  long  a  prey  to  civil  war.  and  not  likely  to  fall 
soon  under  any  fixed  or  well-established  form  of 
government,  Everard  anJ  his  father  had,  like  many 
ochen,  turned  their  eyes  to  General  Cromwell,  as  the 
peiaoo  whose  valour  nad  made  him  the  darling  of  the 
anny,  whose  strong  sagacity  had  hitherto  predomi- 
Dsted  over  the  high  talents  by  which  he. had  Men  as- 
sailed in  Parliament,  as  well  as  over  his  enemies  in 
the  field,  and  who  was  alone  in  the  situation  to  settle 
Ae  natum,  as  the  phrase  then  went;  or,  in  other 
words,  to  dictate  the  mode  of  government.  The  fa- 
ther and  son  were  both  reputed  to  stand  high  in  the 
Generars  favour.  But  Markham  Everard  was  con- 
scioQs  of  some  particulars,  which  induced  him  to 
doubt  whether  Cromwell  actually,  and  at  heart,  bore 
either  to  his  father  or  to  himself  that  good-will 
whidi  was  generally  believed.  He  knew  nim  for  a 
inttfoond  politician,  who  could  veil  for  any  length  of 
time  his  real  sentiments  of  men  and  thmcs,  until 
they  could  be  displayed  without  prejudice  to  nis  inte- 
rest. And  he  moreover  knew  that  the  General  was 
not  hkely  to  forget  the  opposition  which  the  Presby- 
terian party  had  oflered  to  what  Oliver  called  the  Great 
Matter— the  trial,  namdy  and  execution  of  the  King. 
In  this  opposition,  his  father  and  he  had  anxiously 
coocurredT  nor  had  the  arguments,  nor  even  the  half- 
expreesed  threats  of  Cromwell,  induced  them  to  flinch 
from  that  course,  far  less  to  permit  their  names  to  be 
introduced  into  the  commission  nominated  to  sit  in 
judgment  on  that  memorable  occasion. 

This  hesitation  had  occasioned  some  temporary 
coMncss  between  the  Gleneral  and  the  Everards, 
lather  and  son.  But  as  the  latter  remained  in  the 
army,  and  bore  arms  under  Cromwell,  both  in  Scot- 
land, and  finally  at  Worcester,  his  services  very 
frequently  called  forth  the  approbation  of  his  com- 
mander. After  the  fight  of  Worcester,  in  particular, 
he  was  among  the  number  of  those  officers  on  whom 
Oliver,  rather  considering  the  actual  and  practical 
extent  of  his  own  power,  tnan  the  name  under  which 
ha  exercised  it,  was  with  difficulty  withheld  from  im- 
posing the  dignity  of  Knights-Bannerets  at  his  own 
will  and  pleasure.  It  therefore  seemed,  that  all  re- 
coDection  of  former  disagreement  was  obliterated, 
and  that  the  Everards  had  regained  their  former 
flironsdbold  in  the  Generars  afiections.  There  were, 
indeed,  several  who  doubted  thii^  and  who  endea- 
vooral  to  bring  over  this  distinguished  young  officer 
to  some  other  of  the  parties  which  divkled  the  infant 
Commonwealth.  But  to  these  proposals  he  turned  a 
deaf  ear.  Enough  of  blood,  he  said,  had  been  spilled 
—it  was  time  that  the  nation  should  have  repose 
under  a  firmly  establisbed  government,  of  strength 
soffident  to  protect  property,  and  of  lenity  enough  to 
aneoaraepe  the  return  of  tranquillity.  This,  he  thought, 
eoold  only  be  accomplished  by  means  of  Cromwell, 
and  the  greater  part  of  England  was  of  the  same 
opinion.  It  is  tnie,  that  in  thus  submitting  to  the 
domination  of  a  successnil  soldier,  those  who  did  so, 
faig0t  the  iirinciples  upon  which  they  had  drawn  the 
sword  against  the  late  King.  But  in  revolutions, 
stem  ana  high  principles  are  of^en  obliged  to  give 


way  to  the  current  of  exisung  circumstances ;  and  m 
many  a  case^  where  ware  have  been  waged  for  points 
of  metaphysical  right,  they  have  been  at  last  gladlr 
terminated,  upon  the  mere  hope  of  obtaining  general 
tranquillity,  as,  after  many  a  long  siege,  a  Karrison 
is  often  glad  to  submit  on  mere  security  for  life  and 
limb. 

Colonel  Everard,  therefore  felt  that  the  soppoit 
which  he  afibrded  Cromwell^  was  only  under  the. 
idea,  that,  amid  a  choice  of  evila,  the  least  waa  likely 
to  ensue  from  a  man  of  the  Generars  wisdom  and 
valour  being  placed  at  the  head  of  the  state ;  and  hB 
vfss  sensible,  that  Oliver  himself  was  likely  to  con* 
nder  his  attachment  as  hikewarm  and  imperfect,  and 
measure  his  gratitude  for  it  upon  the  same  hmited 
scale. 

In  the  mean  while,  however,  circnmstanoes  com 
pel  led  him  to  make  trial  of  the  General's  friendship. 
The  sequestration  cf  Woodstock,  and  the  warrant  to 
the  Commissionera  to  dispose  of  it  as  national  pro* 
perty,  had  been  long  granted,  but  the  interest  of  the 
elder  Everard  had  for  weeks  and  months  deferred  its 
execution.  The  hour  was  now  approaching  whan 
the  blow  conld  be  no  longer  parried,  especially  as  Sir 
Henry  Lee,  on  his  side,  resisted  every  proposal  cA 
submitting  himself  to  the  existing  government,  and 
was  therdore,  now  that  his  hour  of  ^ce  waspassed, 
enrolled  in  the  list  of  stubborn  and  irreclaimable  ma- 
lif^ants,  with  whom  the  Council  of  State  was  deter- 
mined  no  longer  to  keep  terms.  The  only  mode  of 
protecting  the  old  knight  and  his  daughter,  was  to 
interest,  u  possible,  the  General  himselx  in  the  mat- 
ter: and  revolving  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  their  intercourse.  Colonel  Everard  felt  that  a 
request,  which  would  ao  immediately  interfere  with 
the  interests  of  Desborough,  the  brother-in-law  of 
Cromwell,  and  one  of  the  present  Commissionera^ 
was  putting  to  a  very  severe  trial  the  friendship  of  the 
latter.    Yet  no  alternative  remained. 

With  this  view,  and  agreeably  to  a  request  from 
Cromwell,  who  at  parting  had  Seen  very  urgent  to 
have  his  written  opinion  upon  public  afTaira,  Colonel 
Everard  passed  the  earlier  part  of  the  nirnit  in  ar* 
ranging  his  ideas  upon  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth, in  a  plan  which  he  thought  fikely  to  be  ac- 
ceptable to  Cromwell,  as  it  exhorted  him,  under  the 
aid  of  Providence,  to  become  the  saviour  of  the  state, 
by  convoking  a  free  Parliament,  and  by  their  aid 
placing  himself  at  the  head  of  some  form  of  liberal 
and  established  government,  which  might  supersede 
the  state  of  anarchy,  in  which  the  nation  was  other- 
wise likely  to  be  merged.  Taking  a  general  view  of 
the  totally  broken  condition  of  the  Royalists,  and  of 
the  various  factions  which  now  convulsed  the  state, 
he  showed  how  this  might  be  done  vrithout  blood- 
shed or  violence.  From  this  topic  he  descended  to 
the  propriety  of  keeping  up  the  becoming  state  of  the 
Executive  Government,  m  whose  hands  soever  it 
should  be  lodged,  and  thus  showed  Cromwell,  as  the 
fitture  Stadtholder,  or  Consul,  or  Lieu  tenant -General 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  a  prospect  of  demesne 
and  residences  becoming  his  dignity.  Then  he  natu- 
rally passed  to  the  disparking  and  destroying  of  the 
royal  residences  of  Enjgland,  made  a  woful  picture  of 
the  demolition  which  impended  over  Woodstock,  and 
interoeded  for  the  preservation  of  ,that  beautiful  seat, 
as  a  matter  of  personal  favour,  in  which  he  found 
himself  deeply  interested.  r 

Colonel  Everard,  when  he  had  finished  his  letter, 
did  not  find  himself  greatly  risen  in  his  own  opinion. 
In  the  course  of  his  political  conduct,  he  had  till  that 
hour  avoided  mixing;  up  personal  motives  with  his 
public  grounds  of  action^  and  yet  he  now  felt  himself 
making  such  a  composition.  But  he  comforted  him- 
sel£  or  at  least  silenced  this  unpleasing  recollection, 
with  the  consideration,  that  the  weal  or  Britain,  stu- 
died under  the  aspect  of  the  times,  absolutely  required 
that  Cromwell  should  be  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment; and  that  the  interest  of  Sir  Henry  Lee,  or 
rather  his  safety  and  his  existence,  no  less  emphati- 
cally demanded  me  preservation  of  Woodstock,  and 
his  residence  there.  Was  it  a  fault  of  his,  that  the 
same  road  should  lead  to  both  these  ends,  or  that  bis 
private  interest,  and  that  of  the  country,  should  hap- 
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pm  to  mix  in  the  same  letter  1  He  hardened  himself, 
therefore,  to  the  act,  made  up  and  addreaaed  hia 

Jacket  to  the  Lord  General,  and  then  aealed  it  with 
is  seal  of  arma.  Thia  done,  he  lay  back  in  his  chair: 
and,  in  spite  of  hia  ezpectatbna  to  the  contrary,  fell 
asleep  in  the  course  of  his  reflect  ions,  anzioua  and 
harassing  as  they  were,  and  did  not  awaken  until  the 
*oold  gray  light  of  dawn  was  peeping  through  the  east- 
em  oriel. 

He  started  at  firat,  rousing  himself  with  the  aenaa- 
tion  of  one  who  awakes  in  a  place  unknown  to  him ; 
but  the  localitiea  inatantly  forced  themselves  on  his 
recollection.  The  lamp  burning  dimly  in  the  aocket, 
the  wood  fire  almoat  extinguished  in  its  own  white 
embera.  the  gloomy  picture  over  the  chimney-piece, 
the  seated  packet  on  the  table— all  reminded  him  of 
the  events  of  vesterday,  and  his  deliberationa  of  the 
succeeding  night. 

"There  ia  no  help  for  it."  he  said;  "it  must  be 
Cromwell  or  anarch  v.  Ana  probably  the  sense  that 
his  title,  ss  head  of  the  Executive  Government,  is  de- 
rived merely  from  popular  conaent,  may  check  the  too 
natural  proneneea  of  power  to  render  itself  arbitrary. 
If  he  govern  by  Parliaments,  and  with  regard  to  the 
privilegea  of  the  subject,  wherefore  not  Oliver  as  well 
aa  Charleel  But  Imuat  take  measures  for  having 
this  conveyed  eafdy  to  the  hands  of  this  future  eove- 
niga  prince.  It  will  be  well  to  take  the  first  word  of 
influence  with  him,  since  there  must  be  many  who 
will  not  hesitate  to  recommend  councila  more  violent 
and  precipitate." 

He  determined  to  intruat  the  important  packet  to 
the  chai]ge  of  Wildrake,  whose  rashneas  was  never  so 
distingthshed,  as  when  by  any  chance  he  was  left  idle 
and  unemployed ;  besides,  even  if  his  faith  had  not 
been  otherwise  unimpeachable,  the  obligations  which 
he  owed  to  hia  friend  Evcrard  must  have  rendered  it 
such. 

These  conclusions  passed  throu{(h  Colonel  Eve- 
rard'a  mind,  as,  collectmg  tberemamsof  wood  in  the 
chimnev,  he  gathered  them  into  a  heartv  blaze,  to  re- 
move toe  uncomfortable  feeling  of  chilliness  which 
pervaded  hia  limbs ;  and  by  the  time  he  was  a  little 
more  warm,  again  sunk  into  a  slumber,  which  was 
only  disptilled  by  the  beams  of  morning  peeping  into 
his  apartment 

He  arose,  roused  himself^  walked  up  and  down  the 
room,  and  looked  from  the  large  oriel  window  on  the 
nearest  objects,  which  were  the  un  trimmed  hedges 
and  n^lected  walks  of  a  certain  wilderness,  ss  it  is 
called  m  ancient  treatises  on  gardening,  which,  kept 
of  yore  well  ordered,  and  in  allthe  pride  of  the  topiary 
art,  presented  a  succession  of  yew-trees  cut  into  fan- 
taatic  forms,  of  close  alleys,  and  of  open  walks,  filling 
about  two  or  three  acres  or  ground  on  that  side  of  the 
Lodge,  and  forming  a  boundary  between  its  imme- 
diate precincts  and  the  open  Park.  Its  enclosure  was 
now  broken  down  in  many  places,  and  the  hivds  with 
their  fawns  fed  free  and  unstariled  up  to  the  very 
windows  of  the  silvan  palace. 

This  hsd  been  a  favourite  scene  of  Markham's 
flports  when  a  boy.  He  could  still  distinguish,  though 
now  grown  out  of  shape,  the  verdant  battlements  of 
a  Gtothic  castle,  all  created  by  the  gardener's  shears, 
at  which  he  was  accustomed  to  shoot  his  nrrows ;  or, 
stalking  before  it  like  the  knight-errants  of  whom  he 
read,  was  wont  to  blow  his  horn,  and  bid  defiance  to 
the  supposed  giant  or  Pavnim  knight,  by  whom  it  was 
garrisoned.  He  remembered  how  he  used  to  train  his 
cousin,  though  several  years  younger  than  himsfcif,  to 
bear  a  psrt  in  those  revels  of  his  boyish  fsncy,  and  to 
play  the  character  of  an  elfin  pafre,  or  a  fairy,  or  an 
enchanted  princeas.  He  remembered,  too,  many  par- 
ticulara  of  their  later  acquaintance,  from  which  he 
had  been  almost  neccsssrily  led  to  the  conclusion,  that 
from  an  esrly  period  their  parents  had  entertained 
some  idea,  that  thers  night  be  a  well-fitted  match  be- 
twixt his  fair  cousin  and  himself.  A  thousand  visions, 
formed  in  so  bright  a  prospect,  had  vanished  along 
with  it,  but  now  returned  like  shadows,  to  remind  him 
of  all  he  had  lost--and  for  whst  ?^"  For  the  sake  of 
England,"  his  proud  consciouaoess  replied,— "Of 
England,  in  danger  of  be<»ming  the  prey  at  once  of 
Dtgotry  and  tyranny."    And  he  atrengthened  himself 


with  the  .recollection,  "If  I  have  sacrificed  my  pri- 
vate bapplneea,  it  is  that  my  country  may  enioy  liberty 
of  conacience,  and  personal  freedom;  which,  under  a 
weak  prince  and  usurping  stateaman,  ahe  was  but  too 
likely  to  have  lost." 

But  the  busy  fiend  in  hia  breast  would  not  be  re- 
pulsed by  the  bold  answer.  "  Has  thy  resistance^"  it 
demanded,  "  availed  thy  country,  Mnrkham  Everard? 
Lies  not  England,  after  so  much  bloodsheH,  and  ao 
much  miaery,  as  low  beneath  the  aword  of  a  fortunate 
aoldier,  aa  formerly  under  the  aceptre  of  an  encroach* 
ing  pnncel  Are  Parliament,  or  what  remaina  of 
them,  fitted  to  contend  with  a  leader,  maater  of  his 
soldiers'  hearts,  as  buld  and  subtle  as  he  is  impene- 
trable in  hia  designs  7  This  General,  who  holda  the 
army,  and  by  that  the  fiite  of  the  nation,  in  hia  hand, 
will  he  lay  down  his  power  becsuse  philosophy  woou 
pronounce  it  his  duty  to  becomes  subject  ? 

He  dared  not  snswer  that  his  knowledge  of  Crom- 
well authorized  him  to  expect  any  such  act  of  self- 
denisl.  Yet  still  he  considered  that  in  tiroes  of  such 
infinile  difliculty,  thst  must  be  the  best  government, 
however  little  desirable  in  itself  which  should  roost 
speedily  restore  peace  to  the  land,  and  stop  the  wounds 
which  the  contending  parties  were  daily  inflicting  on 
each  other.  He  imagined  that  Cromwell  was  the 
onlv  authority  under  which  a  steady  government 
could  be  formed,  and  therefore  had  attached  himself 
to  his  fortune,  though  not  without  considerable  and 
recurring  doubtsi  how  fsr  serving  the  views  of  this 
impenetrable  and  mysterious  General  was  cunsistent 
with  the  principles  imder  which  he  had  aaaumed 
arms. 

While  these  thinja  passed  in  his  mind,  Everard 
looked  upon  the  packet  which  lay  on  the  table  ad- 
dressed to  the  Lora  General,  and  which  he  had  made 
up  before  sleep.  He  hesitated  several  times,  when  he 
remembered  its  purport,  and  in  what  degree  he  must 
stand  committed  with  that  personage,  and  bound  to 
support  bis  plans  of  aggrandizement,  when  once  that 
communication  was  in  Oliver  Cromwell's  poese»- 
sion. 

,  "Yet  it  must  be  so,"  he  said  at  last,  with  a  deep 
sigh.  "Among  the  contending  parties,  he  is  the 
strongest— the  wisest  and  most  moderate — and  am- 
bitious though  he  be,  perhsps  not  the  most  daRgerona. 
Someone  must  he  trusted  with  power  to  preserve  and 
enforce  general  order,  and  who  can  poss^  or  wield 
such  power  like  him  that  is  head  of  the  victorious 
armies  of  England  7  Come  what  will  in  future,  pea'oe 
and  the  restoration  of  law  ought  to  be  our  first  and 
most  pressing  object.  This  remnant  of  a  parliament 
cannot  ke^  their  ground  against  the  army,  by  mere 
appeal  to  the  sanction  of  opinion.  If  theV  design  to 
reduce  the  sr)ldiery,  it  must  be  by  actual  warfare,  and 
the  land  has  been  too  long  steeped  in  blood.  But 
Cromweil  may,  and  I  tni8t  will,  make  a  moderate 
accommodation  with  them,  on  grounds  by  which 
peace  may  be  preserved;  and  it  is  this  to  which  wa 
must  look  and  trust  for  a  settlement  of  the  kingdom, 
alas !  and  for  the  chance  of  protecting  my  obstinate 
kinsman  from  the  consequences  of  his  honest  though 
absurd  pertinacity." 

Silencing  some  internal  feelings  of  doubt  and  re- 
luctance by  such  reasoning  as  this,  Msrkham  Evo- 
rard  continued  in  his  resolution  to  unite  himself  with 
Cromwell  in  the  strugs^le  which  was  evidently  ap- 
proaching betwixt  the  civil  snd  military  authoritieas 
not  as  the  course  which,  if  at  perfect  liberty,  he  would 
have  preferred  adopting,  but  as  the  best  choice  be- 
tween two  dangerous  extremities  to  which  the  times 
had  reduced  him.  He  could  not  help  trembling,  how- 
ever, when  be  recollected  that  his  father,  though 
hitherto  the  admirer  of  Cromwell,  as  the  implement 
by  whom  so  many  marvels  had  been  wrought  in 
England,  might  not  be  disposed  to  unite  with  his  in- 
terest against  that  oi  the  Long  Pariiament,  of  which 
he  had  been,  till  partly  laid  aside  by  continued  indispo- 
sition, an  active  ana  leadins  member.  This  doubt 
also  he  waa  obliged  to  swallow,  or  strangle,  as  he 
inight ;  butconaoled  himself  with  the  ready  argument, 
that  it  was  impossible  his  father  could  aee  mattere  in 
another  light  than  that  in  which  they  occurred  to 
himself. 
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DvncmMnao)  at  lensth  to  despatch  his  packet  to 
the  General  without  delay,  Colonel  Everard  approach^ 
ed  the  door  of  the  apartment,  in  which,  as  was  evi- 
dent from  the  heavy  breathing  within,  the  prisoner 
Wildrake  enjoyed  a  deep  slumber,  under  the  influence 
of  liquor  at  once  and  of  fatigue.  In  turning  the  key, 
the  Doit,  which  was  rather  rusty,  made  a  resistance 
Bomnay,  as  partly  to  attract  the  sleeper's  attention, 
though  not  to  awake  him.  Everard  stood  by  his  bed- 
■de,a8  he  heard  him  mutter,  "Is  it  morning  already, 
jailer  1— Why,  you  dog,  an  you  had  but  a  cast  of  hu- 
manity in  you,  you  would  qualify  your  vile  news  with 
a  cup  of  sack ; — hanging  is  sorry  work,  my  masters— 
and  Borrow^s  dry:" 

"Up,  Wildrake— up,  thou  ill-omened  dreamer  !*'  said 
Ida  fhend,  shaking  him  by  the  collar. 

"  Hands  ofTl"  answered  the  sleeper. — "  I  can  climb 
a  bidder  without  help,  I  trow."— He  then  sat  up  in  the 
bed.  and  opening  his  eyes,  stared  around  him,  and 
eKctaimed,  "Zounds!  Mark,  is  it  only  thou?  I  thought 
it  was  all  over  with  me— fetters  were  struck  from  my 
kga— rope  drawn  round  my  gullet— irons  knocked  on* 
iny  faanas — all  readv  for  a  dance  in  the  open  element 
upon  aiight  footing. 

**  Trace  with  thy  folly,  Wildrake !  Sure  the  devil  of 
diink,  to  whom  thou  hast,  I  think,  sold  thyself* 

**  For  a  h<^(shead  of  sack,"  interrupted  Wildrake ; 
**ihe  bargain  was  made  in  a  cellar  in  the  Vintry." 

**  I  am  as  mad  as  thou  art,  to  trust  any  thing  to 
thee,"  said  Markham;  "I  scarce  believe  thou  hast 
thy  senses  yet." 

''What  should  ail  tneT'  said  Wildrake—"  I  trust  1 
have  not  tasted  liquor  in  my  sleep,  saving  that  I  dream- 
ed o[  drinking  small-beer  with  Old  Noll,  of  his  own 
brewing.  But  do  not  look  so  glum,  man— T  am  the 
same  Roeer  Wildrake  that  I  ever  was;  as  wild  as  a 
jiiallaxd,  but  as  true  as  a  game-cock.  I  am  thine  own 
dbnm,  man— bound  to  tnee  by  thy  kind  deeds— d£- 
tinetu*  6encjfcto— there  is  Latm  for  it ;  and  where  is 
the  thing  ihou  wilt  charge  me  with,  that  I  will  not,  or 
dare  not  execute,  were  it  to  pick  the  devil's  teeth  with 
niy  nipier,  after  he  had  breakfasted  upon  round- 
httdsf 

** You  will  drive  me  mad,"  said  Everard.— "When 
I  am  about  to  intrust  all  I  have  most  valuable  on 
earth  to  your  management  your  condikt  and  lan- 
goase  are  those  of  a  mere  Bedlamite.  Last  night  I 
made  allowance  for  thy  drunken  fury ;  but  who  can 
endure  thy  morning  madness?— it  is  unsafe  for  thy- 
self and  roe,  Wildrake— it  is  unkind— I  might  say  un- 
grateful" 

"Nay.  do  not  say  that,  my  friend,"  said  the  cava- 
lier, witn  some  show  of  leehng ;  "  and  do  not  judge 
ik  me  with  a  severitv  that  cannot  apply  to  such  as  I 
am.  We  who  have  lost  our  all  in  these  sad  jars,  who 
aie  compelled  to  shift  for  our  living,  not  from  day  to 
day,  bot  from  meal  to  meal— we  whose  only  hidmg- 
place  is  the  jail,  whose  prospect  of  final  repose  is  the 
galiowB,  what  canst  thou  expect  from  u&  but  to  bear 
such  a  lot  with  a  light  heart,  since  we  should  break 
down  under  it  with  a  heavy  one  ?" 

This  was  spoken  in  a  tone  of  feeling  which  found  a 
responding  string  in  Everard' s  bosom.  He  took  his 
ftiead's  hand,  and  pressed  it  kindly. 

**Nay,  if  I  seemed  hareh  to  thee,  Wildrake,^  I  pro- 
fess it  was  for  thine  own  sake  more  than  mme.  I 
know  thou  hast  at  the  bottom  of  thy  levity,  as  deep  a 
principle  of  honour  and  feeling  as  ever  governed  a 
mman  heart.  But  thou  art  thoughtless— thou  art 
radi — and  I  (protest  to  thee,  that  wert  thou  to  betray 
thyself  in  this  matter  in  which  I  trust  thee,  the  evil 
ONiseqaences  to  myself  would  not  afflict  me  more 
dian  the  thoogbt  of  putting  thee  into  such  danger." 

*'Nay,  tf  you  take  it  on  that  tone,  Mark,"  said  the 
cavalier,  making  an  effort  to  laush,  evidently  that  he 
rai^t  cooceal  a  tendency  to  a  different  emotion,  "thou 
wut  make  children  of  us  both— babes  and  sucklings, 
by  the  hilt  of  this  bilbo.— Come,  trust  me ;  I  can  be 
cantious  when  lime  requires  it— no  man  ever  saw  me 
drink  when  an  alert  was  expected— and  not  one  poor 
pmt  of  wine  will  I  taste  until  I  have  managed  this 
matter  for  thee.    Well,  I  am  thy  secretary- clerk— I 


had  forgot— and  carry  thy  despatches  to  Cromwell, 
taking  good  heed  not  to  be  surprised  or  choused  out 
of  my  lump  of  loyalty,  [strikinff  his  finger  on  the 
packet^  and  I  am  todehver  it  to  the  most  loval  hands 
to  which  it  is  most  humbly  addressed— Adzooks, 
Mark,  think  of  it  a  moment  longer— Surely  thou  wilt 
not  carry  thy  perverseness  so  far,  as  to  strike  in  with 
jhis  bloody-minded  rebel?— Bid  me  give  him  three 
inches  of  my  dudgeon-dagger,  and  I  will  do  it  much 
more  willingly  thanpresent  him  with  thy  packet." 

"  Go  to,"  replied  Everard,  "  this  is  beyond  our  bar- 
gain. If  you  will  help  me,  it  is  well ;  if  not,  let  me 
lose  no  time  in  debating  with  thee,  since  I  think  every 
moment  an  age  till  the  packet  is  in  the  Grenerars  pos- 
session. It  is  the  only  way  left  me  to  obtain  some 
protection,  and  a  place  of  refuge,  for  my  uncle  and  his 
daughter." 

"That  being  the  case,"  said  the  cavalier,  "I  will 
not  spare  the  spur.  My  nag  up  yonder  at  the  town 
will  be  ready  for  the  road  in  a  trice,  and  thou  mayst 
reckon  on  my  being  with  Old  Noll— thy  General,  I 
mean — ^in  as  snort  tune  as  man  and  horse  may  con- 
sume betwixt  Woodstock  and  Windsor,  where!  think 
I  shall  for  the  present  find  thy  friend  keeping  pos- 
session where  he  has  slain." 

"  Hush,  not  a  word  of  that.  Since  we  parted  last 
night,  I  have  shaped  thee  a  path  which  will  suit  thee 
belter  than  to  assume  thedeceocy  of  language,  and  of 
outward  manner,  of  which  thou  hast  so  utile.  I  have 
acquainted  the  General  that  thou  hast  been  by  bad 
example  and  bad  education" 

"  Which  is  to  be  interpreted  by  contraries,  I  hope," 
said  Wildrake ;  "  for  sure  I  have  been  as  well  bom  and 
bred  up  as  any  lad  of  Leicestershire  might  desire." 

"  Now,  1  pnthee  hush— thou  hast,  1  say,  by  bad  ex- 
ample, become  at  one  time  a  malignant,  and  mixed 
in  the  party  of  the  late  King.  But  seeing  what  things 
were  wrought  in  the  nation  by  the  General,  thou  hast 
come  to  a  clearness  touching  his  caUing  to  be  a  great 
implement  in  the  settlement  of  these  distracted 
kingdoms.  This  account  of  thee  will  not  only  lead 
him  to  pass  oyer  some  of  thy  eccentncities,  should 
they  break  out  in  spite  of  thee,  but  will  also  give  thee 
an  interest  with  him  as  being  more  especially  attached 
to  his  own  person." 

"Doubtless,"  said  Wildrake,  "  as  every  fisher lovos 
best  the  trouts  that  ore  of  his  own  tickling." 

"It  is  likely.  I  think,  he  will  send  thee  hither  with 
lettere  to  me,'  said  the  Colonel,  "  enabling  me  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  proceedings  of  these  sequestrators,  and 
to  give  poor  old  Sir  Henry  Lee  permission  to  bnger 
out  his  days  among  the  oaks  he  loves  to  look  upon. 
I  have  made  this  my  reouest  to  General  Cromwell, 
and  I  think  my  father's  friendship  and  my  own  may 
stretch  so  far  on  his  regard  without  risk  of  cracking, 
especially  standing  mattera  as  they  now  do— thou 
dost  understand  ?'' 

"Entirely  well,"  said  the  cavalier;  "stretch,  quo- 
tha !— I  w(Ni]d  rather  stretch  a  rope  than  hold  com- 
merce with  the  old  King-killing  ruffian.  But  I  have 
said  I  will  be  guided  by  thee,  Markham,  and  rat  me 
but  I  wiU." 

"Be  cautious  then,"  said  Everard,  "mark  well 
what  he  does  and  says — more  especially  what  he  does ; 
for  Oliver  is  one  of  those  whose  mind  is  better  known 
by  his  actions  than  by  his  words — and  stay — I  war- 
rant thee  thou  wert  setting  off  without  a  cross  in  thy 
purse?" 

"Too  true,  Mark,"  said  Wildrake,  "  the  last  noble 
melted  last  night  among  yonder  blackguard  troopers 
of  youre." 

"^Well.  Roger,"  replied  the  Colonel,  "  that  is  easily 
mended.  So  sayiog,  he  slipped  his  purse  into  his 
friend's  hand.  "But  art  thou  not  an  inconsiderate 
weather-brained  fellow,  to  set  forth,  as  thou  wert 
about  to  do,  without  any  thiiig  to  bear  thy  charges— 
what  couldst  thou  have  done  r' 

"  Faith,  I  never  thought  of  that— I  must  have  cried 
Stand,  I  suppose,  to  the  firat  pursy  townsman,  or 
greasy  grazier,  that  1  met  o'  the  heath- it  is  many  a 
good  fellow's  shift  in  these  bad  times." 

"  Go  to,"  said  Everard ;  "  be  cautious— use  none  of 
your  loose  acquaintance— rule  your  tongue— beware  ot 
the  wine-pot— for  there  is  little  danger  if  thgu  eouldst 
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odW  but  keep  thyself  sober— Be  moderate  in  speech, 
ana  forbear  oaths  and  vaunting." 

**In  short,  metamorphose  myself  into  such  a  prig 
as  thou  art.  Mark  7— Well/'  said  Wildrake,  "  so  far  as 
outside  will  go.  I  think  I  can  make  a  JB6pe-on-high 
Bomby*  as  well  as  thou  canst  Ah !  those  were  merry 
days  when  we  saw  Mills  present  Bomby  at  the  For- 
tune playhouse,  Mark,  ere  I  had  lost  mv  laced  cloak 
and  the  jewel  in  ray  ear,  or  thou  haost  ftpxtea  the 
wrinlde  on  thy  brow,  and  the  puritanic  twist  of  thy 
mustnchef 

"They  were  like  roost  worldly  pleasores,  Wild- 
rake," replied  Everard,  "  sweet  in  the  mouth  and  bit- 
ter in  digestion.— But  away  with  thee;  and  when 
thou  bring'st  back  my  answer,  thou  wilt  find  roe 
either  here  or  at  Saint  Greorerc's  Inn,  at  the  little  bo- 
rough.—GKxxl  luck  to  thee— Be  but  cautious  how  thou 
bearest  thvself."- 

The  Colonel  remained  in  deep  meditation.—"! 
think,"  he  said,  "  I  have  not  pleoged  myself  too  far 
to  the  General.  A  breach  between  him  and  the  Par- 
liament seems  inevitable,  and  would  throw  England 
back  into  civil  war,  of  which  all  men  are  weaned. 
He  rosy  dislike  my  messenger— vet  that  I  do  not 
greatly  fear.  He  knows  1  would  choose  snch  as  I 
can  myself  depend  on,  and  hath  dealt  enough  with 
the  stricter  sort  to  be  aware  that  there  are  among 
them,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  men  who  can  hide  two 
laces  under  one  hood." 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

For  ttaeie  in  loftr  air  wm  aeen  to  stand 
The  ttem  Protector  of  the  conqner'd  land  ; 
Drawn  in  that  look  with  which  he  wept  and 
Tttm'd  out  the  membera,  and  made  fast  the  door, 
Ridding  the  house  of  e^'err  knave  and  drone. 
Poroed— Uioufh  it  frieved  his  sonl-to  rule  alone. 

TU  Frank  Courtihip.-CBJJCBU. 

Lkavhto  Colonel  Everard  to  his  meditations,  we 
follow  the  jolly  cavalier,  his  companion,  who,  before 
mounting  at  the  Greorge,  did  not  fail  to  treat  himself 
to  his  morning  draught  of  eggs  and  muscadine,  to 
enable  him  to  face  the  harvest  wind. 

Although  he  had  suffered  himself  to  he  sunk  in  the 
extravagant  licence  which  was  practised  by  the  cava- 
liers, as  if  to  oppose  their  conduct  in  pvery  point  to 
the  preciseness  of  their  enemies,  yet  Wildrake,  well- 
bom  and  well-educated,  and  endowed  with  good 
natural  parts,  snd  a  heart  which  even  debauchery, 
and  the  wild  life  of  a  roaring  cavalier,  had  not  been 
able  entirely  to  corrupt,  moved  on  his  present  em- 
bassy with  a  strange  mixture  of  feelings,  such  as 
perhaps  he  had  never  in  his  life  before  expenenced. 

His  feelings  as  a  loyalist  led  him  to  oetpst  Crom- 
well, whom  m  other  circumstances  he  would  scarce 
have  wished  to  see,  except  in  a  field  of  battle,  where 
he  could  have  had  the  pleasure  to  exchange  pistol- 
shots  with  him.  But  with  this  hatred  there  was  mixed 
a  certain  dcfrroe  of  fear.  Always  victorious  wherever 
he  fought,  the  remarkable  person  whom  Wildrake 
was  now  approaching  had  acquired  that  influence 
over  the  minds  of  his  enemies,  which  constant  suc- 
cess is  so  apt  to  inspire — they  dreaded  while  they 
hated  him— and  joined  to  these  fe<.'lings,  was  a  rest- 
less meddling  curiosity,  which  made  a  particular  fea- 
tnra  in  Wildrake's  character,  who,  having  long  had 
little  business  of  his  own,  and  caring  nothing  about 
that  %yhich  he  had,  was  easily  attracted  by  the  desire 
of  seeing  whatever  was  curious  or  interesting  around 
him. 

"I  should  like  to  see  the  old  rascal  after  all,"  he 
said,  "  were  it  but  to  say  that  I  had  seen  him." 

He  reached  Windsor  in  the  afternoon,  and  felt  on 
hts  arrival  the  strongest  inclination  to  take  up  his 
neidence  at  some  of  his  old  haunts,  when  he  had 
occasionally  freouented  that  fair  town  in  gayer  days. 
But  resisting  all  temptations  of  this  kind,  he  went 
courageously  to  the  principal  inn,  fix>m  which  its 
ancient  emblem,  the  Garter,  had  long  disappeared. 
The  master,  too,  whom  Wildrake,  experienced  in  his 
knowledge  of  landlords  and  hosielries,  had  remem- 
bered a  dashing  IVfins  Host  of  Queen  Bess's  school, 

•  A  iwnlaolc  eharacter  in  ooe  of  Beanmoot  and  Pletcher*! 
pisrs. 


had  now  sobered  down  to  the  temper  of  the  tiaiesw 
shook  his  head  when  he  spoke  oi  the  Parliament, 
wielded  his  smmi  with  the  gravity  of  a  priest  oon* 
ducting  a  sacnnce,  wished  Englana  a  happv  issue  oui 
of  all  her  afflictiona,  and  greatly  lauded  nis  Excel- 
lency the  Lord  CSeneral.  Wildrake  also  remarked, 
that  his  wine  was  better  than  it  was  wont  to  be,  the 
Puritans  having  an  excellent  gift  at  detecting  erery 
fallacy  in  that  matter ;  and  that  bis  measures  were 
less  snd  his  charges  larger— circumstances  which  ba 
was  induced  to  attend  to,  by  mine  host  talking  a  good 
deal  about  his  conscience. 

He  was  told  by  this  important  personage^  thai 
the  L#oid  General  received  frankly  all  sorta  of  per- 
sons \  and  that  he  might  obtain  acceas  to  him  next 
mommg,  at  eight  o'clock,  for  the  trouble  of  pre- 
sentinz  nimself  at  the  Castle-gate,  and  announcing 
himself  as  the  bearer  of  despatches  to  his  Excelleocjr. 
To  the  Castle  the  disguised  cavalier  repaired  at  the 
hoar  appointed.    Admittance  was  fr^y  pfenniited  to 
him  by  the  red-coated  soldier,  who,  with  austere 
look&  and  his  musket  on  his  shoulder,  naoonted 
guard  at  the  external  gate  of  that  noble  building. 
Wildrake  crossed  through  the  under  ward,  or  court, 
gazing  as  he  passed  upon  the  beautiful  Chapel,  whicb 
had  but  lately  received,  in  darkness  and  suenoe,  the 
anhonoared  remains  of  the  slaughtered  King  of  &9g- 
land.    Rough  as  Wildrake  was,  the  rBooUection  of 
this  circumstance  affected  him  soatrongly,  that  be 
had  nearly  turned  back  in  a  sort  of  horror,  rather  than 
face  the  dark  and  daring  man.  to  whom,  anaongst  all 
the  actors  in  that  melancholy  aflair,  ita  tragic  ooa- 
clusion  was  chiefly  to  be  imputed.    But  he  felt  the 
necessity  of  subduing  all  sentiments  of  this  nature; 
and  compelled  himself  to  proceed  in  a  n^otiatkui 
intrusted  to  his  conduct  bv  one  to  whom  he  was  so 
much  obliged  as  Colonel  Everard.    At  the  ascent, 
which  passed  by  the  Round  Tower,  he  looked  to  the 
ensign-stafl*,  from  which  the  banner  of  England  waa 
wont  to  float.    It  was  gone,  with  all  its  nch  embla- 
zonry, its  gorgeous  quarterings,  and  splendid  embroi- 
dery; and  in  its  room  waved  that  oi  the  Common- 
weal th,  the  cross  of  Saint  Oeorg&  in   ita   ooloiire 
of  blue  and  red,  not  vet  intersected  by  the  diagonal 
cross  of  Scotland,  which  was  soon  after  assumed, 
as  if  in  evidence  of  England's  conquest  over  her 
ancient  enemy.    This  change  of  enstgna  increaaed 
the  train  of  his  gloomy  reflections^  in  which,  although 
contrary  to  his  wont,  he  became  so  deeply  wrapped, 
that  the  first  thing  which  recalled  him  to  himadZ 
wss  the  challenge  from  the  sentinel,  aocompanied 
with  a  stroke  of  the  butt  of  his  musket  on  the  pave- 
ment  with  an  emphasis  which  made  Wddnike  siait. 
"  Whither  away,  and  who  are  you  ?" 
"  The  bearer  ot  a  packet,"  answered  Wildrake^  **  le 
the  worshipful  the  Lord  General." 
"  Stand  till  I  call  the  officer  of  the  guard." 
The  corporal  made  his  appearance,  distinguiahad 
above  those  of  his  command  by  a  double  quantity  of 
band  round  his  neck,  a  douole  height  of  ate^iie- 
crowned  hat,  a  larger  allowance  of  cloak,  anil  a  tre- 
ble proportion  of  sour  gravity  of  aspect    It  might 
be  read  on  his  countenance,  that  he  was  one  of  tboaa 
resolute  enthusiasts  to  whom  Ohver  owed  hia  ooo- 
oucsts,  whose  religious  xeal  made  them  even  more 
than  a  match  for  the  high-spirited  and  high-born 
cavaliers,  that  exhausted  their  valour  in  vain  d^isoce 
of  their  sovereign's  person  and  crown.    He  looked 
with  grave  solemnity  at  Wildrake,  as  if  he  was  making 
in  his  own  mind  an  inventory  of  his  featurea  ana 
dress ;  and  having  fully  peruseil  them,  he  required  **  lo 
know  his  business." 

"  My  business,"  said  Wildrake,  as  firmly  aa  ha 
could— for  the  close  inveatigation  of  thia  man  had 
given  him  some  unpleasant  nervoua  sensation — "roj 
business  is  with  your  General." 

"With  his  Excellency  the  Lord  General,  tboa 
wouldst  aay  1"  replied  the  corporal.  "  Thy  speech,  my 
frisnd,  savoun  too  httle  of  the  reverence  doe  to  hia 
Excellency." 

,  "  D— n  his  Excellency !"  waa  at  the  lips  of  the  cava- 
lier ;  but  prudence  kept  guard,  and  permitted  not  the 
oflensi  ve  words  to  escape  the  Murier.  He  only  bowed, 
and  was  silent. 
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"Follow  me,'*  said  the  starched  fiffore  whom 
be  addressed  ;  and  Wildrake  fbllowed  him  accord- 
iogiy  into  the^^ard-house,  which  exhibited  an  in  te- 
nor eharactenstic  of  the  times,  and  very  different 
from  what  such  military  atationa  present  at  the  pre- 
sent ^f. 

By  the  fire  sat  two  or  three  musketeers,  Hstetiing  to 
ene  who  was  ezpoundinff  some  relii^ous  mystery  to 
tfamn.  He  began  half  beneath  his  breath,  but  in 
fooesof  j;reat  yohibihty,  which  tones,  as  he  approach- 
ed the  conclasion,  became  sharp  and  eager,  as  cbal- 
JeagiDg  either  instant  answer  or  silent  acquiescence. 
The  audience  seemed  to  listen  to  the  speaker  with 
jminoYable  features,  only  answerins  him  with  clouds 
of  tobacco-smoke,  which  they  rollea  from  under  their 
thick  rouetaches.  On  a  bench  lay  a  soldier  on  his 
iace^  whether  aslogsi,  or  in  a  fit  of  contemplation,  it 
was  impossible  to  cfecide.  In  the  midst  of  the  floor 
stood  an  officer,  as  he  seemed  by  his  embroidered 
flhouldcr-belt  and  scaif  round  his  waist,  otherwise 
very  plainly  attired,  who  was  engaj^ed  in  drilling  a 
ftoat  bumpkin,  lately  enlisted,  to  the  manual,  as  it 
WBs  then  used.  The  motions  and  words  of  command 
were  twenty  at  the  very  least ;  and  until  they  were 
icfnlaily  brought  to  an  end,  the  corporal  did  not  per- 
BUt  Wildrake  either  to  sit  down,  or  move  forward 
beyond  the  threshold  of  the  guard-house.  So  he  had 
(0  listen  in  succession  to  -Poise  your  musket— Rest 
your  musket— Co«k  your  musket— Handle  your  prim- 
ert— and  many  other  forgotten  words  of  discipline, 
antit  at  length  the  words,  *^  Order  your  musket,"  ended 
the  drill  for  the  time. 

'^Thv  name,  friend  7"  said  the  officer  to  the  recruit, 
when  the  lesson  ^vas  oyer. 

"Ephraim,**  answered  the  fellow,  with  an  aiiected 
twang  through  the  nose. 

"And  what  besides  Ephraim  1" 

'*Ephniim  Cobb,  from  the  godly  city  of  Griouoester, 
where  I  have  dwelt  for  seven  years,  serving  apprentice 
tB  a  praiseworthy  cordwainer." 

"It  is  a  goodly  craft,"  answered  the  officer;  "  but 
easting  in  thy  lot  with  ours,  doubt  not  that  thou  shalt 
beset  Deyond  thine  awl,  and  thy  last  to  boot." 

A  grim  smile  of  the  speaker  accompanied  tbift  poor 
attempt  at  a  pun;  and  then  turning  round  to  the 
corporal,  who  stood  two  paces  oflj  with  the  face  of  one 
wbo  seemed  desirous  of  speaking;  said,  "How  now, 
oofporal,  what  tidings  1" 

Here  is  one  ^ih  a  packet,  an  please  jour  Excel- 
lency," sak!  the  corporal—"  Surely  my  spirit  doth  not 
rejoice  in  him,  seeing  I  esteem  him  as  a  wolf  in 
steep's  clothing." 

By  these  wonls,  Wildrake  learned  that  he  was  in 
die  actual  presence  of  the  remarkable  person  to  whom 
Ik  was  commiesioned ;  and  he  paused  to  consider  in 
what  manner  he  ought  to  address  him.  , 

The  fi^are  of  Oliver  Cromwell  was,  as  is  generally 
known,  in  no  way  prepossessing.  He  was  of  middle 
ftacmre,  strong,  and  coarsely  made,  with  harsh  aud 
levere  features  indicative,  however,  of  much  natural 
figacity  and  depth  of  thought  His  eyes  were  gray 
tna  piercing ;  his  nose  too  laree  in  proportion  to  his 
other  features,  Btid  of  a  reddish  hue. 

His  manner  of  speaking;  when  he  had  the  purpose 
to  make  himaelf  distinctly  understood,  was  energetic 
and  forcible,  though  neither  graceful  nor  eloquent. 
No  man  could  on  such  occasions  put  bfs  meaning 
into  fewer  and  more  decisive  words.  But  when,  as 
it  oAen  happened,  he  had  a  mind  to  play  the  orator, 
for  the  benefit  of  people's  ears,  without  enlightening 
their  understanding,  Cromwell  was  wont  to  invest 
his  meaning,  or  that  which  seemed  to  be  his  mean- 
ing, in  such  a  mist  of  words,  surrounding  it  with  so 
many  exclusions  and  exceptions,  and  fortifying  it 
with  such  a  labyrinth  of  parentheses,  that  though 
Me  of  the  most  shrewd  men  in  England,  he  was, 
perhaps,  the  most  unintelligible  speaker  that  ever 
perplexed  an  audience.  It  has  been  long  since  said 
by  the  historian,  that  a  collection  of  theTrotector's 
speeches  would  make,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the 
most  nonsensical  book  in  the  world ;  but  he  ought  to 
have  added,  that  nothing  could  be  more  nervous,  con- 
cise, and  intelligible,  than  what  he  really  intended 
Aoiild  be  understood.  | 


it  was  also  remarked  of  Cromwell,  that  though 
horn  ofa  good  family,  both  by  father  and  mother,  and 
although  he  had  the  usual  opportunities  of  education 
and  breeding  connected  with  such  an  advantage,  the 
fanat;c  democratic  ruler  could  never  acquire,  or  else 
disdained  to  practise,  the  courtesies  usually  exercised 
ainong  the  higher  classes  in  their  intercourse  with 
each  other.  His  demeanour  was  so  blunt  as  somo- 
nmes  might  be  termed  clownish,  yet  there  was  in  his 
language  and  manner  a  force  and  energy  correspond- 
ing to  his  character,  which  impressed  awe,  if  it  did 
iKrt  imppte  respect;  arid  there  were  even  limes  when 
that  dark  and  subtle  spirit  expanded  itself,  so  as  almost 
to  conciliate  affection.  The  turn  for  humour,  which 
displayed  itself  by  fits,  was  broad,  and  of  a  low,  and 
sometimes  practical  character.  Something  thei« 
was  in  his  disposition  congenial  to  that  of  his  country- 
men j  a  contempt  of  folly,  a  hatred  of  afiectation,  and 
a  dielike  of  ceremony,  which,  joined  to  the  strong  in- 
trinsic qualities  of  sense  and  courage,  made  him  in 
many  respects  not  an  unfit  representative  of  the 
democracy  of  England. 

His  religion  must  alwavs  be  a  subject  of  much 
doubt,  ana  probablv  of  doubt  which  he  himself  could 
hardly  have  cleared  up.  Unquestionably  there  was  a 
time  m  his  life  when  he  was  sincerely  enthusiastic, 
and  when  his  natural  temper,  slightly  subject  to  hy- 
pochondria, was  strongly  agitated  by  the  same  fana- 
ticism which  influended  so  many  persons  of  the  time. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  were  periods  during  his 
political  career,  when  we  certainly  do  him  no  injustice 
m  charging  him  with  a  hypocritical  afiectation.  We 
shall  probablv  judge  him,  and  others  of  the  same  age, 
most  truly,  if  we  suppose  that  their  religious  profes- 
sions were  partly  influential  in  their  own  breast,  partly 
assumed  in  compliance  with  their  own  interest.  And 
so  ingenious  is  the  human  heart  in  deceiving  itself  as 
well  as  others,  that  it  is  probable  neither  Cromwell 
himself,  nor  those  making  similar  pretensions  to  dis- 
tinguished piety,  could  exactly  have  fixed  the  point  at 
which  their  enthusiasm  terminated  and  their  hypo- 
crisy commenced ;  or  rather,  it  was  a  point  not  fixed 
in  itself,  but  fluctuating  with  the  state  of  health,  of 

good  or  bad  fortune,  of  nieh  or  low  spirits,  afiecnng 
le  individual  at  the  period.  • 
Such  was  the  celebrated  person,  who,  turning  round 
on  Wildrake,  and  scanning  his  countenance  closely, 
seemed  so  httle  satisfied  with  what  he  beheld,  that  he 
instinctively  hitched  forward  his  belt,  so  as  to  bring 
the  handle  of  his  tuck-sword  within  nis  reach.  But 
yet,  folding  his  arms  in  his  cloak,  as  if  upon  second 
thoughts  laying  aside  suspicion,  or  thinking  precaution 
beneath  him,  he  asked  the  cavalier  what  he  was,  and 
whence  he  came  7 

"A  poor  gentleman,  sir,— that  is,  my  lord,"— an- 
swered Wildrake ;  "  last  from  Woodstock." 


^O    OVUJCTVUai     OIIUI  t    VI     tvioc    tiicu,   aiJU 

good  men,  and  true  men,  with  all  their  gentility :  Yet 
gentleman  was  agord  title  in  old  England,  when  men 
remembered  what  it  was  construed  to  mean." 

"You  say  truly,  sir,"  replied  Wildrake,  suppressing^ 
with  difficulty,  some  of  his  usual  wild  expletives; 
"  formerly  gentlemen  were  found  in  gentlemen's 
places,  but  now  the  world  is  :o  changed,  that  ypu 
shall  find  the  broidered  belt  has  changed  place  with 
the  under  spur-leather." 

"  Say'st  thou  me  ?"  said  the  General ;  "  I  profess 
thou  art  a  bold  companion,  that  can  bandy  words  so 
wantonly ;— thou  ring'st  somewhat  too  loud  to  he 
^ood  metal,  methinks :  And  once  again  what  are  thy 
tidings  with  mef* 

"  This  packet,"  said  Wildrake,  "  commended  to  your 
hands  by  Colonel  Markham  Everard." 

"AlatL  I  must  have  mistaken  thee,"  answered 
Cromwell,  mollifled  at  the  mention  of  a  man's  name 
whom  he  had  a  great  desire  to  make  his  own ;  "  for* 

§'ve  us,  good  friend,  for  such,  we  doubt  not.  thou  art 
it  thee  down,  ana  commime  with  thyself  as  thou 
mayst,  until  we  have  examined  the  contents  of  fhy 

fiacket.    Let  him  be  looked  to,  and  have  what  he 
acks."    So  saying,  the  General  leA  the  guard-house. 
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where  Wildrake  took  bis  seat  m  the,  comer,  and 
awaited  wiih  patience  the  issue  of  his  iniBsion. 

The  soldiers  now  thought  themselves  obliged  to 
treat  him  with  more  consiaeration.  and  ofierednim  a 
pipe  of  Trinidado,  and  a  black  jack  filled  with  Octo- 
ber. But  the  look  of  Cromwell,  and  the  dangerous 
situation  in  which  he  minht  be  placed  by  the  least 
chance  of  detection,  induced  Wildrake  to  decline 
these  hospitable  offers,  and  stretching  back  in  his 
chair,  ana  affecting  slumber,  he  escaped  notice  or 
conversation,  until  a  sort  of  aide-de-camp,  or  military 
officer  in  attendance,  came  to  summon  him  to  Crom- 
well's presence. 

By  this  person  he  was  guided  to  a  postern-gate. 
'  through  which  he  entered  the  body  of  the  Castle,  aiid 
penetrating  through  many  private  passages  and  stair- 
cases, he  at  length  was  introduced  into  a  small  cabinet 
or  parlour,  in  which  was  much  rich  furniture,  some 
bearing  the  royal  cipher  diq>layed,  but  all,  confused 
and  disarranged,  together  with  several  paintings  in 
massive  frames,  navmg  their  faces  turned  towards  the 
wall,  as  if  they  had  been  taken  down  for  the  purpose 
of  being  removed. 

In  this  scene  of  disorder,  the  victorious  General  of 
the  Commonwealth  was  seated  in  a  large  easy  chair, 
covered  with  damask,  and  deeply  embroidered,  the 
splendour  of  which  made  a  strong  contrast  with  the 
plain,  and  even  homely  character  of  his  apparel;  al- 
though in  look  and  action  he  seemed  like  one  who 
felt  that  the  seat  which  might  have  in  former  days 
held  a  prince,  was  not  too  much  distinguished  for  his 
own  fortunes  and  ambition.,  Wildrake  stood  before 
him,  nor  did  he  ask  him  to  sit  down. 

"  Pearson^"  said  Cromwell,  addressing  himself  to 
the  officer  m  attendance,  "  wait  in  the  gallery,  but 
be  within  call."  Pearson  bowed,  and  was  retiring. 
"  Who  are  in  the  gallery  besides  T* 

"  Worthy  Mr.  uordon.  the  chaplain,  was  holding 
forth  but  now  to  Colonel  Overton,  and  four  captains 
of  vour  Excellency's  regiment." 

'We  would  have  it  so,"  said  the  General;  ",wc 
would  not  there  were  any  corner  in  our  dwelling 
where  the  hungry  soul  might  not  meet  v^th  manna. 
Was  the  good  man  carried  onward  in  his  discourse  ?" 
"  Mightily  borne  throueh,"  said  Pearson ;  "  and  he 
was  touching  the  rightful  claims  which  the  army, 
and  especially  your  Excellency,  hath  acquired,  by 
becoming  the  instruments  in  the  great  work ;— not 
instruments  to  be  broken  asunder  and  cast  away 
when  the  day  of  their  service  is  over,  but  to  be  pre- 
served and  held  precious,  and  prized  for  their  honour- 
able and  faithful  labours,  for  which  they  have  fought 
and  marched,  and  fasted  and  prayed,  and  suffered 
cold  and  sorrow ;  while  others,  who  would  now  gladly 
see  them  disbanded,  and  broken,  and  cashiered,  eat 
of  the  fat  and  drink  of  the  strong." 

'*Ah,  good  man!"  said  Cromwell,  "and  did  he 
touch  upon  this  so  feelingly '7  I  could  say  something 
—but  not  now.  Begone,  Pearson,  to  the  gallery. 
Let  not  our  friends  lay  aside  their  swords,  but  watch 
as  well  as  pray." 

Pearson  retired :  and  the  Oeneral,  holding  the  letter 
of  Everard  in  his  hand^  looked  agam  for  a  long  while 
fixedly  at  Wildrake,  as  if  considermg  in  what  strain  he 
should  address  him. 

When  he  did  speak,  it  was,  at  first,  in  one  of  those 
ainbinious  discourses  which  we  have  already  dea- 
cribro,  and  by  which  it  was  very  difficult  for  any  one 
to  understand  his  meaning,  if^  indeed  he  knew  it 
himself.  We  shall  be  as  concise  in  our  statement  as 
our  desire  to  give  the  very  words  of  a  man  so  extra- 
ordinary will  permit 

"  This  letter,"  he  said,  "  you  have  brou^t  us  from 
your  master,  or  patron.  Markham  Everard ;  truly  an 
excellent  and  honourable  gentleman  as  ever  bore  a 
sword  upon  his  thig'h,  and  one  who  hath  ever  distin- 

KiishetJ  himself  in  the  great  work  of  delivering  these 
ree  poor  and  unhappy  nations.  Answer  me  not :  I 
know  what  thou  wouldst  say.— And  this  letter  he 
hath  sent  to  me  bv  thee,  his  clerk,  or  secretary,  in 
whom  he  hath  confidence,  and  in  whom  he  prays  me 
in  have  trust,  tha^  there  may  be  a  careful  messenger 
between  us.  And  lastly,  he  hath  sent  thee  to  me— 
Do  not  answer— I  know  what  thou  wouldst  say— to 


me,  wiiOi  albeit  I  am  of  that  small  consideration,  that 
it  would  be  too  much  honour  for  me  even  to  bear  a 
halberd  in  this  great  and  victorious  army  of  England, 
am  nevertheless  exalted  to  the  rank  of  holding  the 
guidance  and  the  leading'^taff  thereof.— Nay,  do  not 
answer,  my  friend— 1  know  what  thou  woukist  say. 
Now.  when  communing  thas  together,  our  discourse 
takein,  in  respect  to  what  I  have  said,  a  threefoui 
argument,  or  division :  First,  as  it  concemeth  thy 
master ;  secondly,  as  it  conoerneth  us  and  our  office ; 
thirdly  and  lastly,  as  it  toucheth  thyseUl— Now,  as 
concerning  this  good  and  worthy  gentleman,  Colonn 
Markham  Everard,  truly  he  hath  played  the  man 
from  the  beginning  of  these  unhappy  buffetings,  not 
turning  to  the  right  or  to  tlie  left,  but  holding  ever 
in  his  eye  the  mark  at  which  he  aimed.    Ay,  truly,  a 
faithful,  honourable  gentleman,  and  one  who  mav 
well  call  me  friend ;  and  truly  1  am  pleased  to  think 
that  he  doth  so.    Nevertheless,  in  this  vale  of  tears, 
we  must  be  governed  less  by  our  private  respects  snd 
partialities,  than  by  those  higher  principles  and  points 
of  duty,  whereimon  the  good  Colonel.  Markham  Eve- 
rard hath  ever  nramed  his  purposes,  as,  trulv,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  form  mine,  that  we  may  ail  act  as 
beoometh  good  EngUshmen  and  worthy  patriots. 
Then,  as  for  Woodstock,  it  ia  a  great  thing  which 
the  good  Colonel  asks,  that  it  should  be  taken  from 
the  spoil  of  the  godly,  and  left  in  keeping  of  the 
men  of  Moab,  and  especially  of  the  malignant,  Henry 
Lee.  whose  hand  hath  been  ever  against  us  when  he 
might  find  room  to  raise  it ;  I  say,  he  bath  adkcd  a 
great  thing,  both  in  respect  of  himself  and  me.    For 
we  of  this  poor  but  godly  army  of  Elngland.  are  holden, 
by  those  ot  the  Parliament,  as  men  who  should  render 
in  spoil  for  them,  but  be  no  sharer  of  it  ourselves ; 
even  as  the  buck,  which  the  hounds  pull  to  earth, 
furnisheth  no  part  of  their  own  food,  but  they  are 
lashed  off  from  the  carcass  with  whips,  like  those 
which  require  punishment  for  their  frowardness^  not 
reward  for  their  services.    Yet  I  speak  not  this  so 
much  in  respect  of  ihis  erant  of  Woodstock^  in  r^^rd 
thatperhapa,  their  LordshiiM  of  the  Council,  and  also 
the  Committeemen  of  this  Parliament,  may  graciously 
think  they  have  given  me  a  portion  in  the  matter,  in 
relation  that  my  kinsman  Desborough  hath  an  in- 
terest allowed  him  therein;  which  interest,  as  he 
hath  well  deserved  it  for  his  true  and  faithful  aennoe 
to  these  unhappy  and  devoted  countries,  so  it  wo«ild 
ill  become  me  to  diminish  the  same  to  his  prejudice, 
unless  it  were  upon  great  and  public  reapecta.    Thus 
thou  seest  how  it  stands  with  me,  my  honest  friend, 
and  in  what  mind  I  stand  touching  thy  master's  re- 
quest to  me ;  which  yet  I  do  not  say  that  I  can  alto- 
gether, or  unconditionally,  grant  or  refuae,  but  only 
tell  my  simple  thoughts  with  regard  thereto.    Tbou 
understandest m&  Idoubt not  1 

Now,  Roger  Wddrake,  with  all  the  attention  he 
had  been  able  to  pay  to  the  Lord  General's  speech, 
bad  got  80  much  confused  among  the  various  clauses 
of  the  harangue,  that  his  brain  was  bewildered,  like 
that  of  a  country  clown  when  he  chanoea  to  get  him- 
self involved  among  a  crowd  of  carriages,  and  cannot 
stir  a  step  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  one  of  them, 
without  being  in  danger  of  being  ridden  over  by  ^ 
others. 

The  General  saw  his  look  of  perplexity,  and  began 
a  new  oration,  to  the  same  purpose  as  beroie ; — apoke 
of  his  love  for  his  kind  friend  the  Colonel^his  regard 
for  hts  pious  and  godly  kinsman.  Master  Desborough, 
—the  great  importance  of  the  Palace  and  Park  of 
Woodstock.— the  determination  of  the  Parliament 
that  it  should  be  confiscated,  and  the  produce  brou^t 
into  the  coffers  of  the  stale,— his  own  deep  veneration 
for  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and  his  no  less  deep 
sense  of  the  injustice  done  to  the  army.— how  it  was 
his  wish  and  will  that  all  matters  should  be  settled  in 
an  amicable  and  friendly  manner,  without  aelf-aeek- 
ing,  debate,  or  strife,  betwixt  those  who  had  bNsen  the 
hands  acting,  and  such  as  had  been  the  heads  govern- 
ing, in  that  great  national  cause,— how  he  wss  willing, 
truly  willing,  to  contribute  to  this  work^  by  laying 
down,  not  hia  commission  only,  but  bis  life  also,  if  it 
were  requested  of  him,  or  could  oe  granted  with  aaiety 
to  the  poor  soldiers,  to  whom,  silly  poor  men,  ho  was 
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bound  to  be  a jt  a  father,  Hceuig  that  the>'  had  followed 

hull  with  the  duty  and  uHlcction  of  children. 
And  here  he  arrived  at  another  dead  pause,  leaving 

Wildmke  as  unct-rtnin  as  before,  wheihcr  it  was  or 

was  not  hia  Purr»oso  to  crant  Colonel  Everard  the 

powers  he  han  abked  for  the  protection  of  Wuodniock 

ajrain^c  the  Parliamentar>'  Conunipsionfrs.     Inter- 

nsJiy  he  b<^;an  lo  entrmain  hopes  that  the  justice  of 

Heaven,  or  the  effects  of  renioriie,  had  confoundiHd 

the  re^ctde's  undervtandinp;.    But  no— he  could  s<e 

nothins  but  satiRcily  in  that  etoady  stern  eye,  which, 

wliil-;  tne  tonune  |K>iirc-<l  foith  its  periphrastic  lan- 

gua^  in  such  profusion,  si-cnieHi  to  watcli  with  severe 

acciinry  the  etlect  which  his  oratory  producc-d  on 

the  iistencr. 
"E'riid/'  thought  the  cavalier  to  himself^  bocominft 

a liiilo  familiar  with  the  situation  in  which  he  wnn 

placed,  and  rathtr  imraiicnt  of  a  conversation  which 

led  to  ho  vii<ihle  roncm&iun  or  termination,  "if  Null 

vrre  tlic  devil  himself,  as  he  is  the  devil's  darling,  I 

will  not  be  thus  noso-led  by  him.    Til  o'en  hrus<iue  it 

aliitJc,  if  he  f^oea  on  at  tliis  rate,  and  try  if  I  can 

bfin^:  him  to  a  more  intelliiiible  mode  of  sprakins;;.*' 
Ea^ertainin^  this  bold  purpose,  but  half  afraid  to 

ncrutc  it,  Wildrake  lay  ny  for  an  opportunity  of 

Baking  the  attempt,  white  Cromwell  was  apparently 
uable  to  exprt-sfi  nis  own  meaning.  He  was  already 
bffnnning  a  third  panegyric  upon  Colonel  Kveraru, 
mv.h  simdry  varied  exprc  Pinions  of  his  own  wish  to 
oU'|De  liim,  when  Wildrake  took  the  opportunity  to 
fttikt  in.  oh  the  GeDcral's  making  one  of  his  oratori- 
al  pauses. 

"So  please  you,"  he  said,  bluntly,  "your  worship 
hu  already  spoken  on  two  topics  of  your  discourse, 
your  own  worthiness,  and  that  of  my  master,  Colo- 
ori  Everard.  But,  to  enable  me  to  do  mine  errand, 
it  «o:ild  be  necessary  to  bestow  a  few  words  on  the 
•Jiinl  hr-ad.*' 
"The  third  f  said  Cromwell. 
"Ay."  &aid  Wildrake,  "which  in  your  honour's 
aibdivTsion  of  yuiir  discourse,  touched  on  my  unwor- 
thy belf.  What  am  I  to  do— what  portion  am  I  to 
bVf  m  this  matter?*' 

Oliver  Ftarlcd  at  once  from  the  tone  of  voice  he  had  |  be  a  provocation  in  me  towards  the  Council  of  State, 
itit.'Krio  used,  and  which  somewhat  resembled  the  j  as  well  as  the  Pnrliament,  if,  simply  to  gratify  your 
purring  of  a  domestic  cat,  into  the  growl  of  the  tiger  worthy  master,  I  were  to  act  controry  to  their  nur- 
»hcn  about  to  spring.  •'77>y  portion,  jail-birrl !"  he  posfs,  nr  denycurrcncy  to  the  commission  under  their 
oclaimcti.  "the  ^allows— thou  shalthang  as  high  as  authority,  which  is  as  yet  the  highest  in  the  State — 
Hunan,  if  thou  betray  counsel !— But,"  he  added, '  and  long  may  it  be  po  tor  me— to  carry  on  the  seques- 
iufir-n:ns  his  voice,  "  keep  it  like  a  true  man,  and  my  tnition  wliicii  they  intend.  And  would  it  not  also  be 
inocr  will  be  the  making  of  thee.    Come  hither—    said,  that  I  was  lending  myself  to  the  malignant  in- 


know  their  own  interest  and  their  own  pleasure;  but, 
to  my  pcK3r  thinking,  it  is  full  time  to  cIo:ie  these  jars, 
and  to  allow  men  of  all  kinds  the  means  of  doing 
st:r>ice  to  their  country;  and  we  think  it  will  be  thy 
fault  if  thou  art  not  employi-d  to  good  purpose  for  the 
state  and  ihyst-lf,  on  condition  thou  piittf.-si  away  the 
old  man  entirely  from  thee,  and  f^ivest  thy  earnest 
attention  to  what  1  have  to  tell  ihee." 

"  Vour  lordship  need  not  duubt  my  attention,"  said 
the  cavalier. 

And  rhc  republican  General,  after  another  pause, as 
one  who  gave  his  confirh^nce  not  without  hr-sitaiion, 
proree(le<l  to  explain  his  \iew8  \iiih  a  distinctness 
which  he  seldom  used,  yi  t  not  without  his  biinga  little 
biassed  now  and  then,  by  his  long  habits  of  circum- 
locution, which  indetd  he  never  laid  entirely  aside, 
save  in  the  field  of  battle. 

"Thou  stx-sr,''  ho  snid,  "my  friend,  how  things 
stand  with  me.  The  Parliament.  I  care  not  who 
knows  it,  love  me  not— still  Ici-s  do  the  Council  of 
State,  by  whom  they  manage  the  rxrcuiive  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom.  1  cannot  tell  why  tnc-y  nourish 
suspicion  against  me,  unless  il  is  because  1  will  not 
deliver  this  poor  imiocent  army,  which  has  followed 
me  in  so  many  rnilitary  actions,  to  be  now  pulled 
asunder,  broken  piecemeal  and  reduced,  so  that  they 
who  have  protected  the  state  at  the  expense  of  their 
blood,  will  not  have,  perchance,  the  means  of  feeding 
themst;lves  by  their  labour  ^  which,  methinks,  were 
hard  measure,  since  it  is  taking  from  Esau  his  birth- 
right^ even  without  giving  him  a  poor  mess  of  pot- 

"  Esau  is  likely  to  help  himself,  I  think,"  replied 
Wildrake. 

"  Tnily,  thou  sayst  wisely,"  replied  the  General ;  "it 
is  ill  starving  an  armed  man,  if  there  is  food  to  be 
had  for  taking— nevertheless,  far  be  if  from  me  to 
encourage  rebellion,  or  want  of  due  subordination  to 
these  our  rulers.  I  would  only  petition  in  a  due  and 
becoming,  a  sweet  and  harmonious  manner,  that 
they  would  hsten  to  our  conditions,  and  consider  pur 
necessities.  Bur,  sir.  looking  on  me,  and  estimating 
me  so  little  as  they  do,  you  must  think  that  it  would 


ibou  an  baUL  I  see.  though  somewhat  saucv.  Thou 
bsst  been  a  malignant— so  writes  my  worthy  friend 
Cotonil  Everard ;  but  thou  hast  now  given  up  that 
^Ing  cause.  I  tell  thee,  friend,  not  all  that  the  Par- 
iiun^nt  or  the  army  could  do  would  have  pulled  down 
the  Stewarts  out  of  their  high  places,  saving  that 
Heaven  had  a  contmyersy  with  them.  Well,  it  is  a 
iveet  ami  comely  thing  to  buckle  on  one's  armour 
in  behalf  of  Heaven's  cause;  otherwise  truly,  for 
Bin«  own  part,  these  men  might  have  remained  upon 
iie  throne  even  unto  this  day.  Neither  do  I  blame 
my  for  aiding  them,  until  these  successive  great  judg- 
Bent«  havr:  overwhelmed  them  and  their  house.  I 
im  not  a  bloody  man.  having  in  me  the  feeling  of 
kunan  frailty:  bur,  friend,  whosoever  putteth  his 
kaad  to  the  plough,  in  the  great  actings  which  are 
BOW  on  foot  in  these  nations,  had  best  beware  that 
k«  do  not  look  back :  for.  rely  upon  my  simple  word, 
that  if  yoii  fail  me.  1  will  not  spare  on  you  one  foot's 
length  of  the  gallows  of  Ham  an.  Lei  me  therefore 
know,  at  a  w«»rd,  if  the  leaven  of  thy  malignancy  is 
iltosMher  drubbed  out  of  thee?" 

"Your  honourable  lordfrhip,"  said  the  cavalier, 
riirugging  up  his  shoulders,  "has  done  that  for  most 
of^QB,  BO  far  as  cudgelling  to  some  tune  can  perform 

"  Savst  thou  ?■'  said  the  General,  with  a  grim  smile 
on  his  lip,  which  seemed  to  intimate  that  ne  was  not 
quiie  tnarrcssible  to  flattery;  "yea,  truly,  thou  dost 
not  lie  in  that —we  have  been  an  instrument.  Neither 
■»  we,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  so  severely  bent 
tgiuisi  Those  who  had  striven  against  us  as  inalig- 
Btais,  as  oibeTB  may  be.    The  parliament-men  best 


terust,  atlbrding  this  den  of  the  bloodthirsty  and  lasci- 
vious tyrants  of  yore,  to  be  in  this  our  day  a  place  of 
refuge  to  that  old  and  inveterate  Amnlckite,  Sir 
Henry  Lee,  to  keep  possession  of  the  place  in  which 
he  hath  so  long  glonfitd  himself  7  Truly  it  would  be 
a  perilous  matter." 

^'  Am  1  then  to  report."  said  Wildrake,  "an  it  please 
you,  that  you  cannot  stead  Colonel  Everard  in  tiiis 
matier7"  ,  .       „      , 

"Unconditionally,  ay— but.  taken  conditionally,  the 
answer  may  be  oilierwise,'— answered  Cromwell. 
"1  see  thou  art  not  able  to  fathom  my  purT>oBe,  and 
therefore  I  will  partly  unfold  it  to  thee.— But  take 
notice,  that,  should  thy  tongue  l»etray  my  council,  save 
in  so  far  as  carrying  it  to  thy  master,  by  oil  the  blood 
which  has  1h  t:n  shcti  in  thes4.>  wild  times,  thou  shall 
die  a  thousand  deaths  in  one !" 

"  Do  not  fear  me,  sir,"  said  Wildrake,  whose  natu- 
ral boldness  and  carelessness  of  character  was  for 
the  present  time  borne  down  and  quelled,  hke  that  of 
falcons  in  the  prescnee  of  the  eagle. 

" Hear  me,  then,"  soid  Cromwell,  "and  let  no  syl- 
lable cscope  thee.  Knowest  thou  not  the  young  Lee 
whom  thev  call  Albert,  a  malignant  like  his  father, 
and  one  who  went  up  with  the  young  man  to  that 
last  nifflc  which  wo  had  with  hini  at  Worcester— 
Mav  we  be  grateful  for  the  victory  !" 

"I  know  There  is  such  a  young  gentleman  as  Albert 
Lee,"  said  Wildrake. 

"  And  knowest  thou  not— I  speak  not  by  way  of 

Kying  into  the  good  Colonel's  secrets,  but  only  as  it 
jtioves  me  to  Know  something  of  the  matter,  that 
I  may  best  judge  how  I  am  to  servo  him— Knowest 
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ibou  not  that  thy  nMater,  Markham  Everard,  is  a 
Hutor  after  the  mater  of  this  aame  malignant,  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  old  Keeper,  called  Sir  Henry  Lee  7" 

"All  this  I  have  beard."  said  Wildrakoi  "nor  ean I 
denythat  I  believe  in  it. 

"Well  then,  go  ta-*When  the  young  man  Charles 
Stewart  fled  from  the  field  of  Worcester,  and  was  by 
sharp  chase  and  pursuit  compelled  to  separate  him- 
self from  his  followers,  I  know  by  sure  intelligence 
that  this  Albert  Lee  was  one  of  the  last  who  remained 
with  him,  if  not  indeed  the  very  last." 

*'It  was  devilish  like  him,"  said  the  cavalier,  with- 
out sufficiently  weighing  his  ezpressionB,  considering 
in  what  presence  they  were  to  be  uttered—"  And  I'll 
uphold  him  with  my  rapier,  to  be  a  true  chip  of  the 
old  block  I" 

"Ha,  swearest  thoul"  said  the  General.  "Is  this 
thy  reformation?" 

'I  never  swear,  so  please  you,"  replied  Wildrake, 
recollecting  himself^  "eicept  there  is  some  mention 
of  malignants  and  cavaliers  in  mv hearing;  and  then 
the  old  naul.,  returns,  and  I  swear  like  one  of  Goring's 
troooers." 

"Out  upon  thee^"  said  the  General;  "what  can  it 
avai^  thee  to  practise  a  profanity  so  horrible  to  the  ears 
of  othera,  and  which  brings  no  emolument  to  him 
who  uses  it  V' 

"There  are,  doubtless,  more  profitable  sins  in  the 
world  than  the  barren  and  unprofitable  vice  of  swear- 
ing," was  the  answer  which  rose  to  the  lips  of  the 
cavalier ;  but  that  was  exchanged  for  a  profession  of 
regret  for  having  given  offence.  The  truth  was,  the 
discourse  began  to  take  a  turn  which  rendered  it  more 
interesting  than  ever  to  Wildrake,  who  therefore  de- 
termined not  to  bse  the  opportunity  for  obtaining 
posseasion  of  the  secret  that  seemed  to  be  suroended 
on  Cromwell's  lips;  and  that  could  only  be  through 
means  of  keeping  guard  upon  his  own. 

"What  sort  of  a  house  is  Woodstock  1"  said  the 
General,  abruptly. 

"  An  okl  mansion."  said  Wildrake,  in  reply ;  "  and, 
m  far  as  I  could  judge  by  a  single  night's  lodgings, 
having  abundance  of  backstairs,  also  subterranean 
paasages,  and  all  the  communicationa  under  ground, 
which  are  common  in  old  raven-nests  of  the  sort" 

"And  places  for  concealing  priest^  unquestionably," 
said  Cromwell.  "It  is  selaom  that  such  ancient 
houses  lack  secret  stalls  whersin  to  mew  up  these 
calves  of  Bethel." 

"  Your  Honour's  Ezeelleney,"  said  Wildrake,  "may 
swear  to  that." 

"  I  swear  not  at  all"  replied  the  General  drily.— 
*'But  what  think'st  thon,  good  fellow?— I  will  ask 
thee  a  blunt  question'^Where  will  those  two  Wor- 
cester fugitives  that  thou  wottest  of  be  more  likely 
to  take  shelter— and  that  they  must  be  sheltered  some- 
where, I  well  know— than  m  this  same  old  palace, 
with  all  the  comers  and  concealments  whereoryoung 
Albert  hath  been  acquainted  ever  since  his  earliest 
infancy  7" 

"Truly,"  said  Wildrake,  making  an  eiTort  to  an- 
tNnr  the  question  with  seeming  mdifierence,  while 
the  possibility  of  such  an  event,  and  its  consequences, 
flashed  feaifully  upon  his  mind,— "Truly,  I  should  be 
of  your  honours  opinion,  but  that  I  thmk  the  com- 
pany, who.  by  the  commission  of  Parliament,  have 
occupied  Woodstock,  are  likely  to  fright  them  thence, 
as  a  cat  scarea  doves  from  a  pigeon-house.  The 
neighboarhood,  with  reverence^  of  Generals  Db^bo- 
longh  and  Harrison,  will  saif  ill  with  fugitives  fiom 
Worcester  field." 

"I  thought  as  much;  tlkd  sa  indeed,  would  I  have 
if,"  anawersd  the  General  "  Long  may  it  be  ere  our 
names  shall  be  aughc  bnt  a  terror  to  our  enemies  I 
But  in  this  matter,  if  thou  art  an  active  plotter  for  thy 
Master's  mtersst,  thou  mightst,  I  should  think,  wont 
0Gt  sonaetlrfng^  fiivoarabte  to  his  present  object." 

"My  brain  is  too  poor  to  reach  the  depth  of  yoor 
lMMonrablepnrpOBe,'^said  Wildrake. 

Listen  then,  and  let  it  be  to  profit,"  answered 
Cromwell  "Assoredly  the  conquest  at  Worcester 
was  a  great  and  crowning  raerey:  yet  might  we 
to  be  but  amall  in  oar  thankfulness  for  the 
did  wa  not  do  what  in  us  lias  towards  the 


ultimate  improvement  and  final  conclusion  of  the 

Ksst  work  which  has  been  thus  prosperous  in  our 
nds,  professing,  in  pure  humility  and  singleness  of 
heart,  that  we  do  not,  in  an  v  way  deserve  our  instru- 
mentality to  be  rememberea,  nay,  would  rather  pray 
and  entreat,  that  our  name  and  fortunes  wa«  for- 
gotten, than  that  the  great  work  were  in  itself  incom- 
plete. Nevertheless,  truly,  placed  ia  we  now  are^  it 
concerns  us  more  nearly  than  others,— that  is,  if  ao 
poor  creatures  should  at  all  speak  of  themselves  as 
concerned,  whether  more  or  less,  with  these  changes 
which  have  been  vrrouglit  around,  not,  I  say,  by  our- 
selves, or  our  own  power,  but  by  the  destiny  to  which 
we  were  called,  fulnlling  the  same  with  all  meekness 
and  humilitv.— I  say  it  concerns  us  neariy  that  all 
things  should  be  done  in  conformity  with  the  great 
work  which  hath  been  wrought,  and  is  yet  working, 
in  these  lands.  Such  is  my  plain  and  simple  meaning. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  much  to  oe  desired  that  this  voung 
man,  this  King  cf  Scots,  as  he  called  himself—this 
Charles  Stewart— should  not  escape  forth  from  the 
nation,  where  bis  arrival  has  wrought  so  much  disturb- 
ance and  bloodshed." 

"I  have  no  doubt,"  said  the  cavalier,  looking 
down,  "  that  your  lordship's  wisdom  hath  directed  aU 
things  as  they  may  best  lead  towards  such  a  con- 
summation ;  and  I  pray  your  pains  may  be  paid  an 
they  deserve." 

I  thank  the&  friend,"  said  Cromwell,  widi  n^uch 
humility;  "doubtless  we  shall  meet  our  reward,  be- 
ing in  the  hands  of  a  good  paymaster,  who  never 
passeth  Saturday  night  But  understand  me,  friend 
—I  desire  no  more  than  my  own  share  in  the  good 
work.  I  would  heartily  do  what  poor  kindness  I 
can  to  your  worthy  master,  and  even  to  you  in  your 
degree— for  such  as  I  do  not  converse  with  ordinary 
men,  that  our  presence  may  be  forgotten  like  an  every 
day;'s  occurrence.  We  speak  to  men  like  thee  for 
their  reward  or  their  punishment ;  and  I  trust  it  will 
be  the  former  which  thou  in  thine  office  wilt  merit  at 
my  hand." 

^*  Your  honour,"  said  Wildrake,  "q^eaks  like  one 
accustomed  to  command." 

"True;  men's  minds  are  linked  to  those  of  my 
degree  by  fear  and  reverence,"  aaid  the  General  :— 
"but  enough  of  that,  desiring,  as  I  do,  no  other  de- 
pendency on  my  special  person  than  ia  alike  to  us 
all  upon  that  Mrhich  is  above  us.  But  I  would 
desire  to  cast  this  golden  ball  into  your  master's  lap. 
He  hath  served  against  this  Charles  Stewart  and  ms 
father.  But  he  is  a  kinsman  near  to  the  old  knight, 
Lee,  and  stands  well  affected  towards  his  daughter. 
Thau  also  wilt  keep  a  watch,  my  friend— that  ruffling 
look  of  thine  will  procure  thee  the  confidence  of 
every  malignant,  and  the  prey  cannot  approach  this 
cover,  as  though  to  shelter,  like  a  cony  in  ths  rocks, 
but  thou  wilt  be  sensible  of  his  presence.'* 

"  I  make  a  shift  to  comprehend  your  Exoelleney.** 
said  the  cavalier;  "and  I  thank  you  heartily  for  the 
good  opinion  you  have  put  upon  me,  and  which,  I 
pray  I  may  have  some  handsome  opportunity  of 
deserring,  tnst  I  may  show  my  grstitude  by  the  event. 
But  stillTwith  reverence,  your  Excellency's  scheme 
seems  unlikely,  while  Woodstock  remains  in  posses- 
sion of  the  sequestrators.  Both  the  old  knight  and 
hw  son,  and  far  more  such  a  fugitive  as  your  honour 
hinted  at,  will  take  special  care  not  to  approach  it  till 
they  are  removed."  ,    , 

*'^rt  is  for  that  I  have  been  dealing  with  ihes  thun 
long,"  said  the  General— "I  told  thee  that  I  was 
something  unwilling;  upon  slight  occasion,  to  dispos- 
sess the  sequestratore  by  my  own  proper  warrant, 
although  having,  perhaps,  sumcient  authority  in  the 
state  both  to  do  so,  and  to  despise  the  murmurs  of 
those  who  blame  me.  In  brier.  I  would  be  loath  to 
tamper  with  my  privileges,  and  make  experiments 
between  their  atrength,  and  the  powers  of  the  com- 
mission granted  by  others,  without  pressing  need,  or 
at  least  areat  prospect  of  advantage.  So,  if  thy  Col- 
onel will  undertake,  for  hia  love  of  the  Republic,  to 
find  the  means  of  preventing  its  worst  end  nearesf 
danger,  which  must  needs  occur  from  the  escspe  of 
this  young  man,  and  will  do  his  endeavour  to  suy 
him,  in  case  bis  flight  should  lead  him  to  Woodstock, 
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whidi  I  hold  very  likely,  I  will  give  thee  an  order  to 
these  seauestrators,  to  avacuste  thei>alaoe  instantly; 
and  to  the  Dext  uoop  of  loy  legiineiit,  which  lies  at 
Oxford,  to  turn  them  out  by  toe  sfaouklerB,  if  thejr  make 
any  eouplee— Ay,  even,  for  example's  sake,  if  they 
draff  Desborough  out  foxemoat,  though  be  be  wedded 
to  my  aiater.'* 

"So  pleaae  you,  air,"  aaid  Wildrake,  "and  with 
your  moat  powerful  warrant,  I  trust  I  might  e^pel  the 
otrnimisaionera,  even  without  the  aid  of  your  most 
waxhke  and  derout  troopers." 

**  That  is  what  I  am  least  anxious  about,"  replied 
the  General ;  "  I  should  like  to  aee  the  best  of  them 
mt  after  I  had  nodded  to  them  to  begone— alwaj^ 
excepting  the  worshipful  House,  in  whose  name  our 
eommissHms  run;  but  who,  ss  some  think,  will  be 
done  with  politics  ere  it  be  time  to  renew  them. 
Thetefore,  what  chiefly  concerns  me  to  know,  is, 
whether  thy  master  will  embrace  a  traffic  which 
bach  such  a  fair  promise  of  profit  with  it.  I  am  well 
eoDvineed  that  with  a  scout  like  thee,  who  hast  been 
in  the  cavalier^s  9uartera  and  caust.  I  should  guess, 
resume  thy  drinkmg,  ruffianly,  health-<iuaffing  man- 
Dsrs  whenerer  thou  hast  a  mind,  he  must  discover 
where  this  Stewart  hath  ensconced  himself.  Either 
the  young  Lee  will  visit  the  old  one  in  person,  or  he 
will  write  to  him,  or  hold  communication  with  him  by 
letter.  At  all  events,  Markham  Everard  and  thou 
must  have  an  eve  in  every  hair  of  vour  head."  While 
he  spoke,  a  fluan  passed  over  his  prow,  he  rose  from 
bw  cnair.  and  paced  the  apartment  in  agitat»n.  "  Wo 
to  yon,  it  you  sufier  the  young  sdventurer  to  escape 
ine!--yoo  had  better  be  in  the  deeoest  dungeon  m 
Europe,  than  breathe  the  air  of  England,  should  you 
but  oream  of  playing  me  false.  I  have  spoken  freely 
to  thee,  fellow— more  fteely  than  is  my  wont->the  time 
nqoired  it.  But,  to  share  my  confidence  is  like  keep- 
iQg  a  watch  over  a  powder-magazine,  the  leaat  and 
BHMt  insignificant  spariL  blows  thee  to  ashes  I  Tell 
TOST  master  what  I  nave  said— but  not  bow  I  said  it— 
Fie,  that  I  ahould  have  been  betrayed  into  thisdistem- 
perature  of  paasion !— begone,  siirah.  Pearson  shall 
oring  thee  aealed  orders— Vet,  stay— thou  hast  some- 
thing to  ask." 

*T  would  know,"  said  Wildrake,  to  whom  the  visi- 
ble anxiety  of  the  General  gave  some  confidence. 
**  what  is  the  figure  of  this  young  gallant,  in  case  I 
tbooki  find  him  7" 

"A  tall,  rawboned,  awarthy  lad,  they  say  he  has 
shot  up  into.  Here  is  his  picture  by  a  good  hand, 
some  time  since."  He  turned  round  one  of  the  por- 
traits which  stood  with  its  face  against  the  wall ;  but 
it  proved  not  to  bo  that  of  Charles  the  Second,  but  of 
his  unhappy  father. 

The  fint  motion  of  Cromwell  indicated  a  purpoae 
of  hastily  replacing  the  picture,  and  it  seemed  as  if  an 
efibrt  waa  necessary  to  repress  his  disinclination  to 
look  upon  it.  But  he  did  repress  it,  and,  placing  the 
picture  against  the  wall,  withdrew  slowly  and  sternly, 
as  i(  in  defiance  of  his  own  feelings,  he,  wss  deteiv 
mined  to  gain  a  place  from  which  to  see  it  to  advan- 
tage. It  was  well  for  Wildrake  that  his  dangerous 
companion  had  not  turned  an  eye  on  him^  tor  his 
Mood  also  kindled  when  he  saw  the  portrait  of  his 
nascer  in  the  hands  of  the  chief  author  of  his  death. 
Being  a  fierce  and  desperate  man,  he  commanded 
hw  passion  with  sreat  difficoltv;  and  if;  on  its  first 
violence,  he  had  been  provided  with  a  suitable 
weapon,  it  is  possible  Cromwell  would  never  have 
mounted  higher  in  his  bold  ascent  towards  supreme 

power. 

But  this  natural  and  sudden  flash  of  indignation, 
which  ruahed  through  the  veins  of  an  ordinary  man 
IflLe  Wildrakfe  was  presently  subdued^  when  con- 
fronted with  toe  strong  yet  stifled  emotion  displayed 
^  so  powerful  a  character  as  Cromwell.  As  the 
eavslier  looked  on  his  dark  and  bold  countenance, 
agitated  by  inward  and  indescribable  feelings,  be 
fcond  his  own  violence  of  spirit  die  away  and  lose 
itself  in  fear  and  wonder.  So  true  it  is,  that  aa  greater 
lighcs  swallow  up  and  extinguish  the  display  of  those 
wEich  are  les^  so  men  of  great,  capacious,  and  over- 
mUng  minds,  bear  aside  and  subdue,  in  their  climax 
of  paseioD,  the  mora  feeble  wills  and  passions  of 


others ;  as.  when  a  river  joins  a  brook,  the  fiercer  tor* 
rent  shouldera  aside  the  amaller  stream. 
,  Wildrake  atood  a  silent,  inactive^  and  almost  a  ter- 
rified spectator,  while  Cromwell,  assuming  a  firm 
sternness  of  eye  and  manner,  as  one  who  compels 
himself  to  look  on  what  some  strong  internal  feeling 
renden  painfiil  and  disgustfiii  to  him,  proceeded,  in 
brief  and  interrupted  expreeaionB,  but  yet  with  a  firm 
voice,  to  comment  on  the  portrait  of  the  late  King. 
His  words  seemed  less  addressed  to  Wildrake,  than 
to  be  the  spontaneous  unburtbening  of  his  own  bo- 
som, swelling  under  recoUectbn  of  the  past  and  anti- 
cipation of  the  future. 

"That  Flemish  paibier"  he  sakl->"that  Antonio 
Vandyke— what  a  power  ne  has  I  Steel  may  muti- 
late, warripra  may  waste  and  destroy— still  the  King 
stands  uninjured  by  time ;  and  our  grand-children, 
while  they  read  his  history,  may  look  on  his  imageu 
and  compare  the  melancholy  features  with  the  worm 
tale.— It  was  a  stern  necessity— it  was  an  awful  deed ! 
The  calm  pride  of  that  eye  might  have  ruled  worlds 
of  crouching  Frenchmen,  or  supple  Italians,  or  fonnal 
Spaniards;  but  its  glances  only  roused  the  native 
courage  of  the  stcvn  Englishman.— Lay  not  on  poor 
sinful  man.  whose  brestn  is  in  hisnosinli^  the  blame 
that  he  falls,  when  Heaven  never  gave  him  strenffth 
of  nerves  lo  stand !  The  weak  rider  is  thrown  by  nis 
unruly  horse,  and  trampled  to  death— the  strongest 
man,  the  best  cavalier,  springs  to  the  empty  saddle, 
and  uses  bit  and  spur  till  the  fiery  steed  knows  its 
master.  Who  blames  him,  who,  mounted  aloft  rides 
triumphantly  amongst  the  people,  for  having  suc- 
ceeded, whc^  the  unskilful  and  feeble  fell  and  died  7 
Verily  he  hath  his  reward :  Then,  what  is  that  piece 
of  painted  canvass  to  me  more  than  othere?  No{  let 
him  show  to  othere  the  reproaches  of  that  cokl,  calm 
face,  that  proud  yet  complaining  eye :  Those  who 
have  acted  on  higher  rcApecta  have  no  cause  to  atart 
at  painted  shadows.  Not  wealth  nor  power  brought 
me  from  my  obscurity.  The  oppressed  consciences, 
the  injured  liberties  of  England,  were  the  banner  that 
I  followed." 

He  raised  his  voice  so  high,  as  if  pleading  in  his 
own  defence  before  some  triounsl,  that  Pearson,  the 
officer  in  attendance,  looked  into  the  apartment ;  and 
observing  bis  master,  with  his  eves  kindling,  his  arm 
extended,  his  foot  advanced,  and  his  voice  raised,  like 
a  general  in  the  act  of  commanding  the  advance  of 
his  army,  he  instantly  withdrew. 

"  It  was  other  than  selfish  regards  that  drew  me 
forth  to  action."  continued  Cromwell,  "and  I  dare 
the  world— ay^  livinf;  or  dead  I  challenge— to  assert 
that  I  armed  for  a  pnvate  cause,  or  as  a  means  of  en- 
larging my  fortunes.  Neither  was  there  a  trooper  in 
the  re^ment  who  came  tbere  with  less  of  personal 
evil  will  to  yonder  unhappy" — ^ 

At  thia  moment  the  door  of  the  apartment  opened, 
and  a  gentlewoman  entered,  who,  from  her  resem- 
blance to  the  General,  although  her  features  were  soft 
and  feminine,  might  be  immediately  recognised  as  his 
daughter.  She  walked  up  to  Cromwell,  gently  but 
firmly  passed  her  arm  through  his,  and  said  to  him 
in  a  persuasive  tone^  "Father,  this  is  not  well— you 
have  promiaed  me  this  should  not  happen." 

The  General  hung  down  his  head,  like  one  who 
was  either  ashamed  of  the  passion  to  which  he  had 
given  way,  or  of  the  influence  which  was  exercised 
over  him.  He  yielded,  however,  to  the  aflectionate 
impulse,  and  left  the  apartment,  without  again  turn- 
ing his  head  towards  the  portrait  which  had  so  much 
anected  him,  or  looking  towarda  Wildrake^  who 
remained  fixed  in  astonishment. 


CHAPTER  IX. 
Ofcur.-Go  to,  fo  ti>-To«  have  known  what  70a  ibjNda  not 


WiLDKAKB  was  left  in  the  cabinet,  as  we  have  said, 
astonished  and  alone.  It  was  often  noised  about, 
that  Cromwell,  the  deep  and  sagacious  statesman, 
the  calm  and  intrepid  commander,  he  who  had  over- 
come such  difficulties  and  ascended  to  such  heisiits^ 
that  he  seemed  alroaay  to  bestride  the  land  which  ho 
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had  conquered,  had,  like  many  other  men  of  neat 
genius^  a  consiitutional  taint  of  melancholy,  which 
sometimes  displayed  itself  both  in  words  and  actions, 
and  had  been  first  observed  in  that  sudden  and  strik- 
ing change,  when,  abandoning  entirely  the  dissolute 
fieaks  of  nis  youth,  he  embraced  a  very  strict  course 
of  religious  observances,  which,  upon  some  occasions, 
he  seemed  to  consider  as  bringing  him  into  more  near 
and  close  contact  with  the  spiritual  world.  This 
extraordinary  man  is  said  sometimes,  durins  that 
period  of  his  life,  to  have  given  way  to  spintual  delu- 
sions, or,  as  he  himself  conceived  them,  prophenc 
inspirations  of  approaching  grandeur,  and  of  strange, 
deep,  and  mystenous  agencit^  in  which  he  was  in 
future  to  be  engaged,  in  the  same  manner  as  his 
younger  years  had  been  marked  by  fits  of  exuberant 
and  excessive  frolic  and  debaucheries.  Something 
of  this  kind  seemed  to  explain  the  ebullition  of  pasnon 
which  he  had  now  manifested. 

With  wonder  at  what  he  had  witnessed.  Wildrake 
felt  some  anxiety  on  his  own  account.  Though  not 
the  most  reflecting  of  mortals,  he  had  sense  enough 
to  know,  that  it  is  dangerous  to  be  a  witness  of  the 
infirmities  of  men  high  in  pvwer ;  end  he  was  left  so 
long  by  himself;  as  mduced  him  to  entertain  some 
secret  doubts,  whether  the  (General  might  not  be 
tempted  to  take  means  of  confining  or  removing  a 
witness  who  had  seen  him  lowered,  as  it  seemed,  by 
the  sugeestions  of  his  own  conscience,  beneath  that 
lofty  fSmt,  which,  in  general,  he  afi^ted  to  sustam 
above  the  rest  of  the  sublunary  world. 

In  this,  however,  he  wronged  Cromwell,  who  was 
free  either  from  an  extreme  degree  of  jealous  su^i- 
cion,  or  from  any  thing  which  approached  towards 
blood-thirstiness.  Pearson  appeared,  after  a  lapse  of 
about  an  hour,  and.  intimating  to  Wildrake  that  he 
was  to  follow,  conducted  him  into  a  distant  apart- 
ment, in  which  he  found  the  General  seated  on  a  low 
couch.  His  daughter  was  in  the  apartment,  but 
remained  at  some  distance,  apparently  busied  with 
some  female  needle-work,  and  scarce  turned  hex  head 
as  Pearson  and  Wildrake  entered. 

At  a  sign  from  Uie  Lord  General.  Wildrake  ap- 
proached him  as  before.  *'  Comrade,"  he  said,  "  your 
old  friends  the  cavaliers  look  on  me  as  their  enemy, 
and  conduct  themselves  towards  me  as  if  they  de- 
sired to  make  me  such.  I  profess  they  are  labouring 
to  their  own  prejudice ;  for  1  regard,  and  have  ever 
regarded  them,  as  honest  and  honourable  fools,  who 
were  silly  enough  to  run  their  necks  into  nooses,  and 
their  heads  against  stone-walls,  that  a  man  called 
Stewart,  and  no  other,  should  be  king  over  them. 
Fools !  are  there  no  words  made  of  letters  that  would 
sound  as  well  as  Charles  Stewart,  with  that  magic 
title  beside  them  1  Why,  the  word  King  is  like  a 
lighted  lamp,  that  throws  the  same  bright  gilding 
upon  any  combination  of  the  alphabet,  and  yet  you 
must  shed  your  blood  for  a  name !  But  thou,  for  thy 
part,  shall  have  no  wrong  from  me.  Here  is  an  order, 
well  warranted,  to  clear  the  Lodge  at  Woodstock, 
and  abandon  it  to  thy  master's  Keeping,  or  those 
whom  he  shall  appoint  He  will  have  bis  uncle  and 
pretty  cousin  with  him,  doubtless.  Fare  thee  well— 
think  on  what  I  told  thee.  They  say  beauty  is  a  load- 
stone to  yonder  long  lad,  thou  dost  wot  of;  but  I 
reckon  he  has  other  stars  at  present  to  direct  his 
course  than  bright  eyes  and  fair  hair.  Be  it  as  it 
may,  thou  knowest  my  purpose— peer  out,  peer  out : 
keep  a  constant  and  careful  look-out  on  every  ragged 
patch  that  wanders  by  hedge-row  or  lane — these  are 
days  when  a  beggar's  cloak  may  cover  a  king's  ran- 
som. There  are  some  broad  Portugal  lueces  for 
thee— something  strange  to  thy  pouch,  I  ween.— 
Once  morc^  think  on  what  thou  hast  neard,  and," 
be  added,  m  a  lower  and  more  impressive  tone  of 
voice,  "  toTget  what  thou  hast  seen.  My  service  to 
thy  master:— and,  yet  oqce  again,  remember — and 
/or^ef.**— Wildrake  made  his  obeisance,  and,  return- 
ing to  his  inn,  left  Windsor  with  all  possible  speed. 

It  was  afternoon  in  the  same  day  when  the  cavalier 
rejoined  his  roundhead  friend,  who  was  anxiously 
expecting  him  at  the  inn  in  Woodstock  appointed  for 
their  rendezvous. 

"Where hast  thou  been?— what  hast  thou  eeenl 


—what  strange  uncertainty  is  in  thy  looks  7— and 
why  dost  thou  not  answer  me  7" 

Because,"  said  Wildrake,  laying  aside  bis  riding 
cloak  and  rapier,  "yon  ask  so  many  questions  at 
once.  A  man  has  but  one  tongue  to  answer  ^ith. 
and  mine  is  well  nigh  glued  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth. 

"Will  drink  unloosen  it?"  said  the  Colond; 
"  though  I  dare  say  thou  hast  tried  that  spell  at  every 
alehouse  on  the  road.  Call  for  what  thou  wouldst 
have,  man,  only  be  quick." 

"Colonel  Everard,"  answered  Wildrake^  "I  hav« 
not  tasted  so  much  as  a  ciip  of  cold  water  this  day." 

"Then  thou  art  out  of  humour  for  that  reason/' 
saki  the  Colonel;  "salve  thy  sore  with  brandy,  if 
thou  wilt,  but  leave  being  so  fantastic  and  unlike  to 
thyself  as  thou  showest  in  this  mlent  mood." 

**  Colonel  Everard,"  replied  the  cavalier,  very 
gravely,  "  I  am  an  altered  man." 

"I  think  thou  dost  alter."  said  Everard,  "every 
day  in  the  year,  and  every  hour  of  the  day.  Coro& 
good  now,  tell  me,  hast  thou  seen  the  General,  and 
got  his  warrant  for  clearing  out  the  sequestntors 
from  Woodstock  7" 

"I  have  seen  the  devil,"  said  Wildrake,  "and 
have,  as  thou  ssyst,  got  a  warrant  from  him." 

"Give  it  me,"  said  Kvererd,  hastily  catching  at  the 

DfiCKfit 

"Forgive  roe,  Mark,"  said  Wildrake:  "if  thou 
kneweet  the  purpose  with  which  this  deed  is  granted 
—if  thou  knewest— what  it  is  not  my  purpose  to 
tell  thee— whst  manner  of  hopes  are  founded  on 
thy  accepting  it,  I  have  that  opinion  of  thee,  Mark 
Everard,  that  thou  would'st  as  soon  take  a  redhot 
horseshoe  from  the  anvil  with  thy  bare  hand,  as  re- 
ceive into  it  this  slip  of  reaper." 

"  Come,  com&"  said  Everard,  "  this  comes  of  some 
of  your  exalted  ideas  of  loyalty,  which,  excellent 
within  certain  bounds,  drive  us  mad  when  enoourfiged 
up  to  some  heights.  Do  not  think,  since  I  must  needs 
speak  plainly  with  thee,  that  I  see  without  sorrow  the 
downfsU  of  our  ancient  monarchy,  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  another  form  of  government  in  its  stead ;  but 
ought  my  regret  for  the  past  to  prevent  my  acquies- 
cing and  aiding  in  such  measures  as  are  Itkdy  to 
settle  the  future  7  The  royal  cause  is  ruined,  hadst 
thou  and  every  cavalier  in  England  sworn  the  con- 
trary ;  ruined,  not  to  rise  again,— for  many  a  day  at 
least.  The  Parliament,  so  often  draughted  and 
drained  of  those  who  were  courageous  enough  to 
maintain  their  own  freedom  of  opinion,  is  now  re- 
duced to  a  handful  of  statesmen,  who  have  lost  the 
respect  of  the  people,  from  the  length  of  time  during 
which  thev  have  neld  the  supreme  management  of 
aflTairs.  They  cannot  stand  long  unless  they  were  to 
reduce  the  army;  and  the  army,  late  servants,  are 
now  masters,  and  will  refuse  to  he  reduced.  They 
know  their  strength,  and  that  they  may  be  an  army 
subsisting  on  pay  and  free  onartera  thronghout 
England  as  long  as  they  will.  I  tell  thee,  Wildrakeu 
unless  we  look  to  the  only  man  who  can  rule  ana 
manage  them,  we  may  expect  military  law  through- 
out the  land ;  and  I,  for  mine  own  part,  look  for  any 
preservation  of  our  privileges  that  may  be  vouchsafed 
to  us,  only  through  the  wisdom  and  forbearance  of 
Cromwell.  Now  you  have  my  secret.  You  are  aware 
that  I  am  not  doing  the  best  I  would,  but  the  best  I 
can.  I  wish— not  so  ardently  as  thou,  perhaps— yet 
I  do  wish  thst  the  King  could  have  been  restored  on 
good  terms  of  composition,  safe  for  us  and  for  hini> 
self.  And  now,  good  Wildraka  rebel  as  thou  thinkest 
me,  make  me  no  worse  a  rebel  than  an  unwilling  one. 
God  knows,  I  never  laid  aside  love  and  reverence  to 
the  King,  even  in  drawing  my  sword  against  his  iU 
advisers." 

"Ah,  plague  on  you,"  said  Wildrake,  "that  is  the 
very  cant  of  it— that's  what  you  all  say.  All  of  you 
fought  against  the  King  in  pure  love  and  loyalty,  and 
not  otherwise.  However,  1  see  your  drift,  and  1  own 
that  I  like  it  better  than  I  expected.  "The  army  is 
your  bear  now,  and  old  Noll  ia  your  bearward ;  and 
yon  are  like  a  country  constable,  who  makes  interest 
with  the  besrward  that  he  mayiwevent  him  from 
letting  bruin  loose.  Well,  there  may  oome  a  day 
when  the  sun  will  shine  on  our  side  ot  the  fences  and 
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thareoo  shall  you,  and  all  the  good  fair-weather  folks 
who  lore  the  etronffer  party,  come  and  make  com- 
mon cauae  with  iia. 

Withoot  much  aitendins  to  what  his  friend  said. 
Colouel  Everard.  carefully  studied  the  warrant  ot 
CromwelL  "  It  is  bolder  and  more  oeremptory  than 
I  expected,'*  he  said.  "The  General  must  feel  him- 
aelf  strong,  when  he  opposes  his  own  authority  so 
directly  to  that  of  the  Council  of  State  and  the  Par- 
liament." 

**■  You  will  not  hesitate  to  act  upon  itT*  said  Wild- 
nk& 

**  That  I  certainly  will  not,"  answered  Everaid ; 
"hut  I  must  wait  till  I  have  the  assistance  of  the 
Mayor,  who,  I  think,  will  gladly  see  these  fellows 
qecteafrom  the  Lod^e.  I  must  not  go  altogether 
upon  militanr  authority,  if  possible."  Then,  step- 
ping to  the  door  of  the  apartment,  he  deroatched  a 
servant  of  the  house  in  quest  of  the  Chief  Inagistrate, 
desiring  he  should  be  made  acquainted  that  Colonel 
Everara  desired  to  see  him  with  as  little  loss  of  time 
aspossible. 

You  are  sore  he  will  come,  like  a  dog  at  a 
wfaisde,"  said  Wildrake.  "The  word  captaui,  or 
colonel,  makes  the  fat  citizen  trot  in  these  days, 
when  one  sword  is  worth  fifty  corporation  charters. 
But  there  are  dragoons  vonder,  as  well  as  the  grim- 
laced  knave  whom  I  ni^^htencd  the  other  evening 
when  I  showed  my  face  in  at  the  window.  Think'st 
thou  the  knaves  will  show  no  rough  play  7" 

"The  Gcnerars  warrant  will  weigh  more  wth 
them  than  a  dozen  actsof  Parliament,  said  Everard. 
~"But  it  is  time  thou  eatest,  if  thou  hast  in  truth 
ridden  from  Windsor  hither  without  baiting." 

"I  care  not  about  it,"  said  Wildrake :  "I  tell  thee, 
yonr  General  gave  me  a  breakfast,  which,  I  think, 
will  serve  me  one  while,  if  I  am  ever  able  to  digest 
it.  By  The  mass,  it  lay  so  heavy  on  my  conscience, 
that  I  carried  it  to  church  to  see  if  I  could  digest  it 
thsre  with  my  other  sins.    But  not  a  whit." 

"To  church  !~To  the  door  of  the  church,  thou 
meanest,"  said  Everard.  "I  know  thy  way— thou 
art  ever  wont  to  pull  thy  hat  off  reverently  at  the 
threshold,  but  for  crossing  it,  that  day  seldom  comes." 

"Well,''  replied  Wildrake,  "  and  if  I  do  pull  off  my 
castor  and  kneel,  is  it  not  seemly  to  show  the  same 
reepects  in  a  church  which  we  offer  in  a  palace  7  It 
is  a  dainty  matter,  is  it  not,  to  see  your  Anabaptists, 
and  Brownists^  and  the  rest  of  you,  gather  to  a  ser- 
mon with  as  little  ceremony  as  hogs  to  a  trough  7 
But  here  comes  food,  and  now  for  a  grace,  if  I  can 
icmember  one." 

Everard  was  too  much  interested  about  the  fate  of 
his  uncle  and  his  fair  cousin,  and  the  prospect  of  re- 
storing them  to  their  quiet  home,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  that  formidable  truncheon  which  was  already 
regarded  as  the  leading-stafT  of  England,  to  remark, 
that  certainly  a  great  alteration  had  taken  place  in  the 
manners  and  outward  behaviour  at  least  of  his  com- 
panion. His  demeanour  frequently  evinced  a  sort  of 
itruagle  betwixt  old  habits  of  indulgence,  and  some 
newly  formed  resolutions  of  abstinence;  and  it  was 
almost  ludicrous  to  see  how  often  the  hand  of  the 
neophyte  directed  itself  naturally  to  a  large  black 
leatnem  Jack,  which  contained  two  double  tiagoos  of 
strong  ale,  and  how  often,  diverted  from  its  purpose 
by  the  better  reflections  of  the  rrformed  toper,  it  seized, 
instead,  upon  a  large  ewer  of  salubrious  and  pure 
water. 

It  was  not  difficult  to  see  that  the  task  of  sobriety 
was  not  yet  become  easy,  and  that,  if  it  bad  the  re- 
oommenoation  of  the  intellectual  portion  of  the  party 
who  had  resolved  upon  it,  the  outward  man  yielded 
a  reluctant  and  restive  compliance.  But  honest  Wild- 
rake had  been  dreadfully  fnghtencd  at  the  course  pro- 
posed to  him  by  CromwellT  and,  with  a  feeling  not 
peculiar  to  the  Cfatholic  religion,  had  formed  a  solemn 
resolution  within  his  own  mind,  that,  if  he  came  off 
safe  and  with  honour  from  this  dangerous  interview, 
h«  would  show  his  sense  of  Heaven's  favour,  by 
renouncing  some  of  the  sins  which  most  easily  beset 
him,  and  especially  that  of  intemperance,  to  which, 
like  many  of  his  wild  compeers,  nc  was  too  much 
addicted. 
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This  resolution,  or  vow,  was  partly  prudential  as 
well  as  religious ;  for  it  occurred  to  him  as  very  pos- 
sible, that  some  matters  of  a  difficult  and  delicate 
nature  might  be  thrown  into  his  hands  at  the  present 
emergency,  during  the  conduct  of  which  it  would  be 
fitting  for  him  to  act  by  some  better  oracle  than  that 
of  the  Bottle,  celebrated  by  Rabelais.  In  full  com- 
pliance with  this  prudent  determination,  he  touched 
neither  the  ale  nor  the  brandy  which  were  placed  be- 
fore him,  and  declined  peremptorily  the  sack  with 
which  his  friend  would  have  garnished  the  board. 
Nevertheless,  just  as  the  boy  removed  the  trenchers 
and  napkins,  together  with  the  largo  black-jack 
which  we  have  aheady  mentioned,  and  was  one  or 
two  steps  on  his  way  to  the  door,  the  sinewv  arm  of 
the  cavalier,  which  seemed  to  elongate  itseu  on  pur- 
pose, (as  it  extended  far  beyond  the  folds  of  the 
threadbare  jacket,)  arrested  the  progress  of  the  retir- 
ing Ganymede,  and  seizing  on  the  black-jack,  con- 
veyed it  to  the  lips,  which  were  gently  breathing 
forth  the  aspiration,  "  D— n— I  mean,  Heaven  forgive 
me — we  are  poor  creatures  of  clay— one  modest  aip 
must  he  permitted  to  our  frailty." 

So  murmuring,  he  glued  the  huge  flagon  to  his  lips, 
and  as  the  head  was  slowly  anof  gradually  inclined 
backwards  in  proportion  as  the  right  hand  elevated 
the  bottom  of  the  pitcher,  Everard  nad  great  doubts 
whether  the  drinker  and  the  cup  were  likely  to  part 
until  the  whole  contents  of  the  latter  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  person  of  the  former.  Roger  Wildraka 
stinted,  however,  when,  by  a  moderate  computation, 
he  had  swallowed  at  one  draught  about  a  quart  and 
a  half. 

He  then  replaced  it  on  the  salver,  fetched  a  long 
breath  to  refresh  his  lungs,  bade  the  boy  set  him  gone 
with  the  rest  of  the  liquors,  in  a  tone  which  inferred 
some  dread  of  his  constancy,  and  then^  turning  to 
bis  friend  Everard,  he  expatiated  in  praise  of  mode- 
ration, observing  that  the  mouthful  which  he  had 
{*U8t  taken  had  been  of  more  service  to  him  than  if  he 
lad  remained  quaffing  healths  at  table  for  four  hours 
together. 

His  friend  made  no  reply,  but  could  not  help  being 

Srivately  of  opinion  that  Wildrake's  temperance  had 
one  as  much  execution  on  the  tankard  in  his  single 
draught,  as  some  more  moderate  topers  might  have 
effected  if  they  had  sat  sipping  for  an  evening.  But 
the  subject  was  changed  by  the  entrance  of  the  land- 
lord, who  came  to  announce  to  his  honour  Colonel 
Everard,  that  the  worshipful  Mayor  of  Woodstodt, 
with  the  Rev.  Master  Holdeoough,  were  come  to 
wait  upon  him. 


CHAPTER  X. 

-Here  we  have  one  bead 


Upon  two  bodiea— TOUT  two-headed  bolloek 
Ii  bat  an  ass  to  mich  a  prodigjr. 
Theae  two  have  but  one  meanjnf ,  thought,  aad 
And,  when  the  sio^le  noddle  ha«  vpoke  out. 
The  foar  lege  tcrai«  a«ent  to  't— OM  Plajf. 

Ix  the  goodly  form  of  the  honest  Mayor,  there  was 
a  bustling  mixture  of  importance  and  embarhiss- 
ment  like  the  deportment  of  a  man  who  was  con- 
scious that  he  had  an  important  part  to  act,  if  he 
could  but  exactly  discover  what  that  part  was.  But 
both  were  mingled  with  much  pleasure  at  seeing 
Everard.  and  he  frequently  repeated  his  welcomes 
and  all-nails  before  he  could  be  brought  to  attend  to 
what  that  gentleman  said  in  reply. 

"  Good,  worthy  Colonel,  you  are  indeed  a  desirabla 
sight  to  Woodstock  at  all  times,  being,  as  I  may  say, 
almost  our  townsman,  as  you  have  dwelt  so  uructi 
and  so  long  at  the  palace.  Tiuly,  the  matter  begins 
almost  to  pass  my  wit,  though  1  nave  transacted  the 
affairs  of  tnis  borough  for  many  a  long  day;  and  you 
are  come  to  my  assistance  like,  like" 

"  T\inquam  Deus  ex  mackina^  as  the  Ethnic  poet 
hath  it,"  said  Master  Holdenough,  "  althondl  I  do 
not  often  uuote  from  such  books.— Indeed,  ^faster 
Markham  Everard— or  worthv  Colonel,  as  I  ought 
rather  to  say— you  are  simply  loe  most  welcome  man 
who  has  come  to  Woodstock  since  the  days  of  old 
King  Harry." 

"  I  had  some  business  with  you,  my  good  friend," 
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raki  the  Colonel,  addreseiog  the  Mayor ;  **  I  shall  be 
fflad  if  it  should  so  happen  at  the  same  time,  that  I  may 
find  occasion  to  pleasure  you  or  your  worthy  pastor. 

**  No  Question  yoa  can  do  so,  good  sir,"  mterposed 
Master  Holdenougfa:  "you  have  the  heart,  sir,  and 
you  have  the  hand;  and  we  are  much  in  want 
of  good  counsel,  and  that  from  a  man  of  action.  I 
am  aware,  worthy  Colonel,  that  you  and  your  worthy 
frther  have  ever  borne  yourselves  in  these  turmoils 
like  men  of  a  truly  Christian  and  moderate  roirit, 
striving  to  pour  oil  into  the  wounds  of  the  land, 
which  some  would  rub  with  vitriol  and  pepper:  and 
we  know  you  are  faithful  children  of  that  church 
which  we  have  reformed  from  its  papistical  and  pre- 
latical  tenets." 

"My  good, and  reverend  friend,"  said  Everard,  "I 
respect  the  pietv  and  learning  of  many  of  your  teach- 
ers ;  but  I  am  also  for  liberty  of  conscience  to  all  men. 
I  neither  side  with  sectaries,  nor  do  I  desire  to  see 
them  the  object  of  suppression  by  violence." 

"  Sir,  sir,  said  the  Presbyterian,  hastily,  "all  this 
bath  a  fair  sound;  but  I  would  you  should  think 
what  a  fine'  country  and  church  we  are  like  to  have 
of  it,  amidst  the  errors,  Masphemies,  and  schisms, 
which  are  daily  introduced  into  the  church  and  king- 
dom, of  England,  so  that  worthy  Master  Edwards, 
in  his  Gangrene,  declareth,  that  our  native  country  is 
aboQt  to  becoine  the  very  sink  and  cess-pool  of  all 
schisms,  heresies,  blasphemies,  and  confusions,  as  the 
arniy  of  Hannibal  was  said  to  be  the  refuse  of  all 
nations — CoUuvita  omnium,  gentium. — Believe  me, 
worthy  Colonel,  thst  they  of  tlie  Honourable  House 
view  all  this  over  lightlV]  and  with  the  winking  con- 
nivance of  old  EIL  These  instructers,  the  schis- 
matics, shoulder  the  orthodox  ministers  out  of  their 
pulpits,  thrust  themselves  into  families,  and  break  up 
the  peace  thereol^  stealing  away  men's  hearts  from 
the  established  faith." 

"My  good  Master  Holdenough,"  replied  the  Colo- 
nel, interrupting  the  zealous  preacher,  "  there  isgronnd 
of  sorrow  for  all  these  unhappy  discords;  ana  I  hold 
with  you,  that  the  fiery  spuits  of  the  present  time 
have  raised  men's  minds  at  once  above  sober-mindol 
and  sincere  religion,  and  above  decorum  and  com- 
mon sense.  But  there  is  no  help  save  patience.  En- 
thusiasm is  a  stream  that  may  foam  off  in  its  own 
dme,  whereas  it  is  sure  to  bear  down  every  barrier 
which  is  directly  opposed  to  it.— But  what  are  these 
schismatics Iproceedmgs  to  our  present  purpose?" 

"  Why,  partly  this,  sir,^'  said  Holdenouen,  although 
perhaps  von  may  make  less  of  it  than  I  should  have 
thought  before  we  met.— I  was  myself— I,  Nehemiah 
Holdenough,  [he  added  consequentially,]  was  forcibly 
expelled  from  my  own  pulpit,  even  as  a  man  should 
have  been  thrust  out  of  his  own  house,  by  an  alien,  and 
an  intruder,  a  wolf,  who  was  not  at  the  trouble  even 
to  put  on  sheep's  clothing,  but  came  in  his  native 
wolfish  attire  ot  buff  and  bandoleer,  and  held  forth  in 
my  stead  to  the  people,  who  are  to  me  as  a  flock  to  the 
lawful  shepherd.  It  is  too  true,  sir— Master  Mayor 
saw  it,  and  strove  to  take  sudi  order  to  prevent  it  as 
man  might,- though,"  turning  to  the  Mayor, "  I  think 
still  you  might  have  striven  a  little  mpre. 

"Good  now,  good  Master  Holdenough,  do  not  let 
us  go  back  on  that  question,"  said  the  Mayor.  "  Guy 
of  Warwick,  or  Bevis  of  Hampton,  might  do  some- 
thing with  this  generation;  but  truly,  they  are  too 
maiiy  and  too  strong  for  the  Mayor  of  Woodstock." 

"  I  think  Master  Mayor  speaKS  very  good  sense," 
■akl  the  Colonel ;  "  if  the  Independents  are  not  al- 
lowed to  preach,  I  fear  me  they  will  not  fight ;— and 
then  if  you  were  to  have  another  rising  of  cavaliers?" 

"There  are  worse  folks  may  rise  than  cavaliers," 
said  Holdenouzh. 

»  "How,  sir?"  replied  Colonel  Everard.  "Let  me 
remind  you.  Master  Holdenough,  that  is  no  safe  lan- 
guanin  the  present  state  of  the  nation.'* 

"I  say,"  said  the  Presbyterian,  "there  are  worse 
folk  may  rise  than  cavaliers ;  and  I  will  prove  what  I 
say.  The  devil  is  wor«e  than  the  worst  cavalier  that 
ever  drank  a  health,  or  swore  an  oath— and  the  devil 
has  ansen  at  Woodstock  Lodge !" 
/'Ay,  .truly  hath  he,"  said  the  Mayor,  "bodily  and 
visibly,  in  figure  and  form— An  avrful  time  we  live  in  I" 
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"  Gentleineii,  I  really  know  not  how  1  am  to  imdff^ 
stand  you,"  said  Everard. 

"  Why,  It  was  even  about  the  devil  we  came  to  tfjolk 
with  you,"  said  the  Mayor;  "  but  the  worthy mimstsr 

is  always  sO  hot  upon  the  sectaries" 

"  Which  are  the  devil's  brats,  and  nearlx  akin  to 
him,"  said  Master  Holdenough.  "  But  true  it  is.  that 
the  growth  of  these  sects  has  broogfat  up  the  Evil  One 
even  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  to  look  after  his  own 
interest,  where  he  finds  it  most  thriving." 

"Msster  Holdenough,"  said  the  Colonel,  "if  yoa 
speak  figurahvely,  I  have  already  told  yoa  that  I  navo 
neither  the  means  nor  the  skill  sufficient  to  temper 
these  religious  heats.  But  if  you  design  to  say  that 
there  has  been  an  actual  appaniion  of  ine  devil,!  pre- 
sume to  think  that  you,  with  your  doctrine  and  joar 
learning,  would  be  a  fitter  match  for  him  than  a  ool- 
dicr  like  me." 

"True,  sir;  and  I  have  that  confidence  in  the  com- 
mission which  I  hold,  that  I  would  take  the  field 
asainst  the  foul  fiend  witiiout  a  moment's  delay,"  said 
Holdenough^  '^but  the  place  in  which  he  hath  of  late 
appeared,  being  Woodstock,  is  filled  with  those  dan- 
gerous and  impious  persons,  of  whom  I  have  been  bat 
now  complaining;  and  though,  confident  in, my  awn 
resources,  I  dare  venture  in  disputation  with  their 
Great  Master  himself,  yet  without  your  protection, 
most  worthy  Colonel,  I  see  not  that  I  may  with  pfu- 
dence  trust  myself  with  the  tossing  and  goring  oz 
Desborough,  or  the  bloody  and  devouring  Dear  Har- 
rison.  or  the  cold  and  poisonous  snake  Bleisoo — all 
of  whom  are  now  at  the  Lodge,  doing  license  and 
taking  spoil  as  they  think  meet ;  and,  as  all  men 
say,  the  devil  has  come  to  make  a  fourth  with 
them." 

"In  good  truth,  worthy  and  noble  on',"  said  the 
Mayor,  it  is  even  as  Master  Holdenough  says— oar 
privileges  are  declared  void,  our  cattle  seized  in  the 
very  pastures.  They  talk  olf  cutting  down  and  dia- 
paiking  the  fair  Chase,  which  has  been  so  Ioim;  the 
pleasure  of  so  many  kings,  and  making  Woodstock 
of  as  Uttle  note  as  any  paltry  village.  I  assure  you  we 
heard  of  your  arrival  with  joy,  and  wondered  at  yoor 
keeping  yourself  so  close  in  your  lod^ngs.  We  know 
no  one  save  your  father  or  you,  that  are  like  to  stand 
the  poor  burgesses'  friend  in  this  extremity,  since  al- 
most all  the  gentry  around  arematignants,  and  under 
sequestration.  We  trust,  therefore,  you  will  make 
strong  intercession  in  our  behalf." 

"  Certainly,  Master  Mayor,"  said  the  Colonel,  who 
saw  himseli  with  pleasure  anticipated;  "it  was  ray 
very  puroose  to  have  interfered  in  this  matter;  and  1 
did  but  keep  myself  alone  until  I  should  be  furnished 
with  some  authority  from  the  Lord  General." 

"  Powers  from  the  Lord  General  I"  sakl  the  Mayor, 
thrusting  the  clergyman  with  his  elbow— "Dost  tnoa 
hear  that?— What  cock  will  fight  that  cock?  We 
shall  carry  it  now  over  their  necks,  and  Woodstock 
shall  be  brave  Woodstock  still !" 

"Keep  thine  elbow  from  my  side,,  fiiend,"  said 
Holdenough,  annoyed  by  the  acuon  which  the  Mayor 
had  suited  to  his  words;  "and  may  the  Lord  send 
that  Cromwell  prove  not  as  sharp  to  the  people  of 
England  as  thy  bones  against  niv  person!  Yet  I 
approve  that  we  should  use  his  authority  to  stop  the 
course  of  these  men's  proceedings." 

"  Let  us  set  out,  then,"  said  Colonel  Everard ;  "and 
I  trost  we  shall  find  the  gentlemen  reasonable  and 
obedient." 

The  functionaries,  laic  and  clerical,  assented  with 
much  joy;  and  the  Colonel  required  and  received 
Wildrake's  assistance  in  putting  on  his  cloak  and 
rapier,  as  if  he  had  been  the  dependent  whose  part  he 
acted.  The  cavalier  contrived,  however,  while  doing 
him  these  menial  offices,  to  give  his  friend  a  shrewo 
pinchy  in  order  to  maintain  the  footing  of  secrsl 
equahty  betwixt  them. 

The  Colonel  was  saluted,  as  they  passed  throng 
the  streets,  by  many  of  the  anxious  inhabitants,  who 
seemed  to  consider  his  intervention  as  aflbrding  the 
only  chance  of  saving  their  fine  Park,  and  the  rights 
of  the  cotporation,  as  well  as  of  individuala,  nrom 
ruin  and  confiscation. 

As  they  entered  the  Paik,  the  Colonel  asked  his 
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onnpuuoiMi  "What  is  this  yoa  say  of  apparitions 
behucMea  amooRst  them'?" 

"wbjr,  Colonel,"  said  the  clergyman,  "you  know 
youraeu  that  Woodstock  was  always  haunted  7" 

^  I  have  lived  therein  many  a  day,"  said  the  Colonel ; 
"and  I  know  that  I  never  saw  the  least  sign  of  it, 
^thoMh  idle  people  spoke  of  the  house  as  they  do 
«f  all  old  mansions,  and  gave  the  apartments  ghosts 
and  spectiea  to  fill  ap  the  placea  of  as  many  of  the 
dac— fd  great,  as  had  ever  dwelt  there." 

**  Nay,  but,  good  Colonel,"  aaid  the  olergyman,  "I 
trast  you  haye  not  reached  the  prevailing  sm  of  the 
fimeei  and  becpme  indifferent  to  the  testimony  in 
Ikyoor  of  apparitions,  which  appears  so  conclusive  to 
au  bat  atheists,  and  advocates  for  witches? ' 

**I  would  not  abaolutely  disbelieve  what  is  so  gen> 
oally  aifinned,"  said  the  Colonel;  "but  myreaaon 
ka<^me  to  doubt  most  of  the  stones  which  I  hsve 
heard  of  this  sort,  and  my  own  experience  never 
went  to  confirm  any  of  them." 

"Ay,  but  trust  m&"  said  Holdenough,  "  there  was 
alwayiB  a  demon  of  one  or  the  other  species  about 
mis  Woodstock.  Not  a  man  or  woman  in  the  town 
bat  haa  heard  stories  of  apparitions  in  the  forest,  or 
about  the  old  castle.  Sometimes  it  is  a  pack  of 
jioand&  that  sweep  along,  and  the  whoops  snd  hol- 
lows of  the  huntsmen,  and  the  winding  of  boms  and 
tte  galloping  of  horse,  which  is  heard  as  if  first  more 
ottant.  andthen  close  sround  you— and  then  anon  it 
is  a  aolitary  huntsmsn,  who  asks  if  you  can  tell  him 
which  way  the  stag  is  gone.  He  is  always  dressed 
m  green ;  out  the  fashion  of  his  clothes  is  some  five 
raodred  yesrs  old.  This  is  what  we  call  Demon 
Heridianum — the  noonday  spectre." 
"My  worthy  and  reverend  sir,"  said  the  Colonel, 
I  have  lived  at  Woodstock  many  seasons,  and  have 
tiaversed  the  Chase  at  all  hours.    Trust  me,  what 

GQ  hear  from  the  villagers,  is  the  growth  of  their  idle 
2?  snd  superetition.''^ 

*^Colond?'  replied  Holdenough,  "a  negative  proves 
Dothing.  What  signifies^  crsvm^  your  pardon,  that 
you  have  not  aeen  any  thmg,  be  it  earthly,  or  be  it  of 
the  other  world,  to  detract  from  the  evidence  of  a 
score  of  people  who  have?— And,  besides,  there  is  the 
Demon  Noctumum— the  being  that  walketh  by  night 
~He  has  been  among  these  Independents  ana  schis- 
matics last  night.— Ay,  Colonel,  you  may  stsre ;  but 
it  is  even  so— they  may  try  whether  he  will  mend 
their  gifts,  as  they  profanely  call  them,  of  exposition 
snd  prayer.  No,  sir,  I  trow,  to  roaster  tbh  foul  fiend 
there  goeih  some  competent  knowledge  of  theology, 
and  an  acquaintance  of  the  humane  letters^  ay,  ana  a 
legolar  clerical  education,  and  clerical  calling." 

I  do  not  in  the  least  doubt,"  said  the  Colonel, 
"  the  efficacy  of  your  Qualifications  to  lay  the  devil ; 
bat  still  I  think  some  odd  mistake  has  occasioned  this 
eonfiision  amonmt  them,  if  there  has  any  such  in 
reality  existed.  Desborough  is  a  blockhead,  to  be 
nre;  and  Harrison  is  fsnatic  enough  to  believe  any 
thing.  But  there  is  Bletson,  on  the  other  band,  who 
believes  nothing.— What  do  you  know  of  thia  matter, 
fDod  Master  Biayor?" 

"In  sooth,  and  it  was  Master  Bleston  who  gave 
the  first  alarm,"  replied  the  magistrate,  "or,  at  least, 
the  first  distinct  one.  You  see,  sir,  I  was  in  bed  with 
vaj  wife,  and  no  one  else ;  and  I  was  as  fast  asleep 
as  a  man  can  desire  to  be  at  two  hours  after  roid- 
oight,  when,  behold  you,  they  came  knocking  at  my 
bedroom  door,  to  tell  me  there  was  an  alarm  in  Wood- 
stock, and  that  the  bell  of  the  Lodge  was  ringing  at 
diat  dead  hour  of  the  night  as  hard  as  ever  it  rung 
when  it  called  the  court  to  dinner." 

"  Well,  but  the  cause  of  this  alarm  ?"  aaid  the 
ColoneL 

"  You  ahall  hear,  worthy  Colonel,  you  shall  hear," 
answered  the  Mayor,  waving  his  hsnd  with  dignity  ; 
fat  he  was  one  of  those  persons  who  will  not  be  hur- 
ried out  of  their  own  pace.  "  So  Mrs.  Mayor  would 
have  persuaded  me,  m  her  love  and  affection,  poor 
wretch,  that  lo  rise  at  such  an  hour  out  of  my  own 
warm  bed,  was  like  to  bring  on  mv  old  complaint  the 
Jombaso,  and  that  I  should  send  the  people  to  Alder- 
man Dbtton.— Alderman  Devil.  Mrs.  Mayor,  said  I ; 
—I  bag  your  rayerence's  pardon  for  using  such  a 


phrase— Do  you  think  I  am  going  to  he  a-bed  when 
the  town  it  on  fire,  and  the  cavaUere  up,  and  the 
devil  to  pav  ?— I  beg  pardon  again,  parson.— But  here 
we  are  before  the  gate  of  the  Palace ;  will  it  not  please 
you  to  enter?" 

"I  would  firet  hear  the  end  of  your  story,"  said  the 
Colonel ;  "  that  is.  Master  Mayor,  if  it  nappena  to 
have  an'end." 

"Every  thing  hath  an  end,"  said  the  Mayor,  "  and 
that  which  we  call  a  pudding  bath  two.— Your  wor- 
ship will  forgive  me  for  being  facetious.  Where  was 
I  ?— 0, 1  jumped  out  of  bed,  and  put  on  my  red  plush 
breeches,  with  the  blue  nether  stocks,  for  I  always 
make  a  point  of  being  dressed  suitably  to  my  dignity, 
night  and  day,  summer  or  winter,  Colonel  Everara; 
ana  I  took  the  Constable  along  with  me,  in  case  the 
alarm  ahould  be  raised  by  night  wslkere  or  thievesi 
and  called  up  worthy  Master  Holdenough  out  of  his 
bed,  in  case  it  should  turn  out  to  be  the  devil.  And 
so  I  thought  I  was  provided  for  the  woret— and  so 
away  we  came;  and^  by  and  by.  the  soldiere  who 
came  to  the  town  with  Master  Tomkins,  who  bad 
been  called  to  arms,  came  marching  down  to  Wood- 
stock as  fast  as  their  feet  would  carry  them ;  so  I 
gave  our  people  the  sign  to  !et  them  pass  us,  snd  out 
march  ua,  as  it  were,  and  this  for  a  twofold  reason." 

"I  will  be  satisfied  "  interrupted  the  Colonel,  "  with 
one  good  reason.  You  desired  the  red-coats  should 
have  the^r*^  of  the  fray?" 

"True,  sir,  very  true;— and  also  that  they  should 
have  the  last  of  it  in  respect  that  fighting  is  their  espe- 
cial business.  However,  we  came  on  at  a  slow  pace, 
as  men  who  are  determined  to  do  their  duty  without 
fear  or  favour,  when  suddenly  we  saw  something 
white  haste  away  up  the  avenue  towards  the  town, 
when  six  of  our  constables  and  their  aasistants  fled 
at  oncciconceiving^it  to  be  an  apparition  called  the 
White  Woman  of  Woodstock." 

"Look  you  there,  Colonel,"  said  Master  Hold- 
enough,  "  I  told  you  there  were  demons  of  more  kinds 
than  one,  which  haunt  the  ancient  scenes  of  royal 
debauchery  and  cruelty." 

"I  hope  you  stood  your  own  groimd.  Master 
Mayor?''  said  the  Colonel. 

"I— yes— most  assuredly-  that  ia,  I  did  not,  strictly 
speaking,  keep  my  ground ;  but  the  town-clerk  and  I 
retreated— retreated]^  Colonel,  and  without  confusion 
or  dishonour,  and  took  post  behind  worthy  Master 
Holdenough,  who,  with  the  spirit  of  a  hon,  threw  him- 
self in  the  way  of  the  supposed  spectre,  and  attacked 
it  with  such  a  siserary  of  Latin,  as  might  have  scared 
the  devil  himself,  and  thereby  plainly  discovered  that 
it  was  no  devil  at  all,  nor  white  woman,  neither  wo- 
man of  any  colour,  but  worehipful  Master  Bletson.  a 
member  of^tho  House  of  Commons,  and  one  of  the 
oommissionere  sent  hither  upon  this  unhappy  seques- 
tration of  the  Wood,  Chase,  and  Lodge  of  Wood- 
stock." 

"  And  this  was  all  you  saw  of  the  demon?"  saki 
the  Colond. 

"Truly,  yes,"  answered  the  Mayor;  "and  I  had  no 
wiqh  to  see  more.  However,  we  conveyed  Master 
Bletson,  ss  in  duty  bound,  back  to  the  Lodge,  and  ha 
was  ever  maundering  by  the  way  how  that  he  met  a 
party  of  scarlet  devils  incarnate  marching  down  to 
the  Lodge ;  but,  to  my  poor  thinking,  it  must  have 
been  the  Independent  dragoons  who  had  juat  passed 
us." 

"And  more  hicamate  devils  I  would  neyer  wish  to 
see,"  said  Wildnke,  who  could  remain  silent  no  longer. 
His  voice,  so  suddenly  beard,  showed  how  much  the 
Mayor's  nerves  were  still  alarmed,  for  he  started  and 
jumped  aside  with  an  alacrity  of  which  no  one  would 
at  firat  sight  suppose  a  man  of  his  portly  dignity  to 
have  been  capable.  Everard  imposra  silence  on  his 
intrusive  attendant ;  and,  desirous  to  hesr  the  con- 
clusion of  this  strange  story,  requested  the  Mayor  to 
tdl  him  how  the  matter  ended,  and  whether  they 
stopped  the  supposed  spectre. 

*'^Truly,  woriny  sir,"  ssid  the  Mayor, "  Master  Hok  - 
enough  was  quite  venturous  upon  confronting,  ss  rt 
were,  the  devH,  and  compelling  him  to  appear  un</ff 
the  real  form  of  Master  Joshua  Bletson,  member  of 
Parh'ament  for  the  borough  of  Littlefaith." 
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•*  In  Boolh,  Master  Mayor,"  said  the  divine, "  I  were 
•trang[ely  isniorant  of  my  own  oomnnanon  and  its  im« 
munities,  if  I  were  to  value  opposing  myself  to  Satan, 
or  any  Independent  in  his  likeness,  all  of  whom,  in  the 
name  of  Htm  I  serve,  I  do  deiy^  spit  at  and  trample 
onder  my  feet ;  and  because  Master  Mayor  is  some- 
thing tedious,  I  will  briefly  inform  your  honour  that 
we  saw  little  of  the  Enemv  that  night,  save  what 
Master  Bletson  said  in  the  nrst  feeling  of  his  terrors, 
and  save  what  we  might  collect  from  the  disordered 
appearance  of  the  Honourable  Ck>Ionel  Desborough 
cod  Major-Gieneral  Harrison." 

"And  what  plight  were  they  in,  I  pray  you  T'  de- 
manded the  Colonel. 

"Why,  worthy  sir.  everyone  might  see  with  half  an 
eve  that  they  had  been  engagea  in  a  fight  wherein 
tney  had  not  been  honoured  with  perfect  victorv :  see- 
ing that  General  Harrison  wss  stalkingup  and  down 
the  parlour,  with  his  drawn  sword  in  his  hand,  talk- 
ing to  himself^  his  doublet  unbuttoned,  his  points  un- 
trussed,  his  garters  loose,  and  like  to  throw  him  down 
as  he  now  and  then  trode  on  them,  and  gaping  and 
grinning  like  a  mad  player.  And  yonder  sat  Desbo- 
rough with  a  dry  pottle  of  sack  before  him,  which  he 
baa  iust  emptied,  and  which,  thouzh  the  element  in 
which  he  trusted,  had  not  restored  nim  sense  enough 
to  speak,  or  courage  enough  to  look  over  his  shoulder. 
He  had  a  Bible  in  his  hand,  forsooth,  as  if  it  would  of 
itself  make  battle  against  the  Evil  One;  but  I  peered 
over  his  shoulder,  and, alas!  the  good  gentleman  held 
the  bottom  of  the  pn<?e  uppermost.  It  was  as  if  one  of 
your  musketecra,  nuble  and  valiant  sir,  were  to  present 
the  but  of  his  piece  at  the  enemy  instead  of  the  muzzle 
—ha.  ha,  ha !  it  was  a  sight  to  judge  of  schismatics 
by;  both  in  point  of  bead,  and  in  point  of  heart,  in 
point  of  skill,  and  in  point  of  courage.— Oh !  Colonel, 
then  was  the  time  to  see  the  true  character  of  an 
anthorized  pastor  of  souls  over  those  unhappy  men, 
who  leap  into  the  fold  without  due  and  legal  authority, 
and  will,  forsooth,  preach,  teach,  and  exhort,  and 
blasphemouslv  term  the  doctrine  oi  the  church  saltless 
pomdgp  and  oiy  chips  I" 

"  I  have  no  doubt  you  were  ready  to  meet  the  dan- 
ger, reverend  sir:  but  I  would  fam  know  of  what 
nature  it  was,  aod  from  whence  it  was  to  be  appre- 
hended 7" 

"Was  it  for  me  to  make  such  inquiry?"  said  the 
clergyman,  triumphantly.  "  Is  it  for  a  brave  soldier 
to  number  his  enemies,  or  inquire  from  what  quarter 
they  are  to  come  ?— No,  sir,  I  was  there  with  match 
lighted,  bullet  in  my  mouth,  and  my  harauebuss 
shouldered,  to  encounter  as  many  devils  as  hell  could 
pour  in.  were  they  countleRs  as  motes  in  the  sunbeam, 
and  although  they  came  from  all  points  of  the  com- 
pass. The  Papists  talk  of  the  temptation  of  St  An- 
thony^pshaw !  let  them  double  all  tna  myriads  which 
the  brain  of  a  crazy  Dutch  painter  hath  invented,  and 
you  will  find  a  poor  Presbyterian  divine— I  will  answer 
for  one  at  leastj— who,  not  in  his  own  strength,  but 
his  Master's,  will  receive  the  assault  in  such  sort,  that 
far  from  returning  against  him  as  against  yonder  poor 
hound,  day  after  day,  and  night  after  night,  he  wiH  at 
once  pack  them  off  as  with  a  vengeance  to  the  utter- 
most parts  of  Assyria !" 

"  Still,"  said  the  Colonel,  "I  pray  to  know  whether 

Irou  saw  any  thing  upon  which  to  exercise  your  pious 
earning  7"  ' 

"Saw?"  answered  the  divine:  "no,  truly,  I  saw 
nothing,  nor  did  I  look  for  any  thing.  Thieves  will 
not  attack  well-armed  travellers,  nor  will  devils  or 
evil  spirits  come  against  one  who  bean  in  his  bosom 
the  word  of  truth,  in  the  yeiy  language  in  which  it 
was  first  dictated.  No,  sir,  they  shun  a  divine  who 
can  understand  the  holy  text  as  a  crow  is  said  to 
keep  wide  of  a  gun  loaded  with  haiishot" 

They  had  walked  a  little  way  back  upon  their  road, 
to  give  lime  for  this  converaation;  and  the  Colonel, 
perceiving  it  was  about  to  lead  to  no  satisfactory  ex- 
planation of  the  real  cause  of  alarm  on  the  preceding 
ni^t,  turned  round,  and  observing  it  was  time  they 
should  ffo  to  the  Lodge,  began  to  move  in  that  direc- 
tion with  his  three  compamona 

It  had  now  become  dark,  and  the  towere  of  Wood- 
Biock  arose  high  above  the  umbrageous  snrotid  which 


the  forest  anread  aroond  the  ancient  and  venerabl* 
mansbn.  From  one  of  the  highest  turrets,  which 
could  still  be  dtstinguished  as  it  rose  against  the  tieu 
blue  sky,  there  gleamed  a  light  like  that  of  a  candls 
within  the  building.  The  Mayor  stopt  short,  and 
catching  fast  hold  of  the  divine,  and  then  of  Ookmel 
Everard,  exclaimed,  in  a  trembling  and  hasty,  but 
suppressed  tone^ 

*'  Do  you  see  yonder  light  T 

"Ay.  marry  do  I,"  said  Colonel  Everard;  "and 
what  does  that  matter?— a  light  in  a  garret-room  of 
'  such  an  old  mansion  as  Woodstock  is  no  auliject  fijr 
wonder,  I  trow."  ..    —  . 

"  But  a  light  from  Rosamond's  Tower  is  waxmf 
so?"  said  the  Mayor.      ,      ,  ,.  .     . 

"  True,"  said  the  Colonel,  something  surprised^ 
when,  alter  a  careful  examination,  he  satisfied  him- 
self that  the  worthy  magistrate  s  ronjectnre  was 
right.  "  That  is  indeed  Rosamond's  Tower ;  and  as 
the  drawbridge  by  which  it  was  accessible  has  beeo 
destroyed  for  centuries  it  is  hard  to  say  whatcfasnes 
could  nave  lighted  a  lamp  in  such  an  inaccessibls 
place." 

"That  fight  bnms  with  no  earthly  fuel,"  said  the 
Mayor;  "  neither  from  whale  nor  olive  oil  nor  bees- 
wax, nor  mutton-suet  either.  I  dealt  in  these  com- 
modiiiea,  Colonel,  before  I  went  into  my  present  lioss 
and  I  can  assure  you  I  could  distinguish  the  sort  of 
light  they  give,  one  from  another,  at  a  greater  distance 
than  yonder  turret— Look  yon.  that  is  no  earthly 
flame.— See  you  not  something  blue  and  reddish  upon 
the  edges  ?— that  bodes  full  well  where  it  comes  from. 
—Colonel,  in  my  opinion  we  had  better  go  back  to 
sup  at  the  town,  and  leave  the  Devil  and  the  red> 
coats  to  settle  their  matiera  together  for  to-night; 
and  then  when  we  come  back  the  next  mominz,  we 
will  have  a  pull  with  the  party  that  chances  to  keep 
a-field." 

"You  will  do  as  you  please,  Master  Mayor,"  said 
Everard,  "  but  my  duty  roouircs  me  that  I  should  sas 
the  Commissionere  to-night"  ,    ,  ^     ...     . . 

"And  mine  requires  me  to  see  the  foul  Fiend,"  said 
Master  Holdenongh,  "if  he  dare,  make  himself  visible 
to  me.  I  wonder  not  that,  knowing  who  is  approach- 
ing, he  betakes  himself  to  the  very  citadel,  the  inner 
ana  the  last  defences  of  this  ancient  and  haunted 
mansion.  He  is  dainty,  I  warrant  yoo,  and  rausf 
dwell  where  is  a  relish  of  luxury  and  murder  aboot 
the  walls  of  his  chamber.  In  yonder  turret  sinned 
Rosamond,  and  in  yonder  turret  she  suflered ;  and 
there  she  sits,  or.  more  likely,  the  Enemy  in  her 
shape,  as  I  have  heard  true  men  of  Woodstock  telL 
—I  wait  on  you,  good  Colonel— Master  Mayor  will 
do  as  he  pleases.  The  strong  man  hath  fortified  him- 
self in  his  dwelling-house,  but,  lo,  there  oomeih  ano- 
ther stronger  than  he." 

"For  me,"  said  the  Mayor,  "who  am  as  unlearned 
as  Tam  unwarlike,  I  will  not  engage  either  with  the 
powers  of  the  Earth,  or  the  Prince  of  the  Powera  of 
the  Air,  and  I  would  we  were  again  at  Woodstock ; — 
and  hark  ye.  good  fellow,"  flapping  Wildrake  on  the 
shoulder,  I  will  bestow  on  thee  a  shilling  wet  and  a 
shilling  dry  if  thou  wilt  go  back  with  me. 

"Gadzookers,  Master  Mayor,"  said  Wildrake,  nei- 
ther flattered  by  the  magistrate's  famiUarity  of  ad- 
dress, nor  captivated  by  his  munificence— "I  wonder 
who  the  devu  made  you  and  me  fellows  7  and,  be- 
sides, do  you  think  I  would  go  back  to  Woodstock 
with  your  worahipful  cod's-head,  when,  by  good  ma- 
nagement, I  may  get  a  peep  of  fair  Roaamond,  and 
see  whether  she  was  that  choice  and  incomparable 
piece  of  ware,  which  the  work!  has  been  told  of  by 
rhymera  and  ballad-makera7" 

Speak  less  lightly  and  wantonlv,  friend,"  said  the 
divine ;  "  we  are  to  resist  the  Devil  that  be  may  flee 
from  ua,  and  not  to  tamper  with  him,  or  enter  into 
his  counsels,  or  traffic  with  the  merchandize  of  his 
great  Vanity  Fair." 

"Mind  what  the  good  man  says,  Wildrake,"  sakl 
the  Colonel:  "and  take  heed  another  time  how  thoo 
dost  sufler  thy  wit  to  outrun  discretion." 

"I  am  beholden  to  the  reverend  gentleman  for  Us 
advice,"  answered  Wildrake,  upon  whose  tongue  it 
was  difficult  to  impoae  any  curb  whatever,  even  when 
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hii  own  safety  rendered  it  most  deainble.  "But, 
gsdzooken^  let  him  have  had  what  experience  he 
will  in  fightioff  with  the  JDevil,  he  never  saw  one  so 
io  black  as  I  bad  a  tussle  with— not  a  hundred  years 
ago. 

^How,  fiiend,"  said  the  derKyroan,  who  under- 
stood every  thiog  literally  when  ai^paritions  were 
mendooed,  "  haye  you  had  so  late  a  visitation  of  Sa- 
tan 7  Believe  roe,  then,  that  1  wonder  why  thon  darest 
to  entertain  hie  name  so  often  and  so  ligntly.  as  I  see 
ihoQ  dost  use  it  in  thy  ordinary  discourse.  Btut  when 
iod  where  didst  thou  see  the  Evil  One  V 

Everard  hastily  interposed,  lest  bv  something  yet 
mora  stronaly,  alluding  to  Cromwell,  his  imprudent 
ifoire  should  in  mere  wantonness,  betray  his  inter- 
view with  the  General.  "  The  young  man  raves,"  be 
nid,  "of  a  dream  which  he  had  the  other  night,  when 
he  and  I  slept  together  in  Victor  Lee's  chamber,  be- 
bnaing  to  the  ranger's  apartments  at  the  Lodge." 

'^anks  for  help  at  a  pinch,  {rood  patron/'  said 
WiUrake,  whispering  into  Everard's  ear,  who  m  vain 
endeavoured  to  shake  him  ofij— "  a  fib  never  failed  a 
fcaatic." 

Tou,  alao^  spoke  something  too  lightly  of  these 
natters,  considering  the  work  which  we  have  in  hand, 
vwthy  Colonel,"  aaid  the  Presbyterian  divine.  "  Be- 
tieveme,  the  youn^  man,  thy  servant,  was  more  likely 
lOiee  visions  than  to  dream  merely  idle  dreams  in  that 
ipsrtment:  fi>r  I  have  always  heard,  that,  next  toRoaa- 
nood'a  Tower,  in  which,  as  I  said,  she  played  the 
wanton,  and  was  afterwards  poisoned  by  Queen  Elea- 
ooOlctor  Lee's  chamber  was  the  place  in  the  Lodge 
ofWoodstock  more  peculiarly  the  haunt  of  evil  spirita, 
-4  pray  you,  young  man,  teu  me  this  dream  or  vision 
ofjoors.^' 

''With  all  my  heart,  sir  "  said  Wfldnike-then  nd- 
ocssing  his  patron,  who  began  to  interfere,  he  said, 

Tbsfa,  sir,  you  have  had  the  discourse  for  an  hour, 
nd  why  should  not  I  hold  forth  in  my  turn  9  By  this 
dntDen,  if  yon  keep  me  silent  any  longer  I  will  turn 
lodepeodent  preacher,  and  stand  up  in  your  despite 
nr  the  freedom  of  private  judgment.— And  so,  reve- 
Rod  nr,  I  was  dreaming  of  a  carnal  divertisement 
called  a  bull-baiting;  and  methought  they  were 
voitoring  dogs  at  head,  as  merrily  as  e'er  I  saw  them 
at  'Hitbury  Bull -running}  and  methought  I  heard 
Ripe  one  say,  there  was  the  Devil  come  to  have  a 
agbt  of  the  bull-ring.  Well,  1  thought  (hat,  gad- 
Moon%  I  would  have  a  peep  at  his  Iniemal  Majesty. 
So  I  looked,  and  there  was  a  butcher  in  greasy  wool- 
jO,  with  his  steel  by  his  side ;  but  be  was  none  of  the 
Devil  And  there  was  a  drunken  cavalier,  with  his 
moDth  full  of  oaths,  and  his  stomach  full  of  empti- 
ncaa  and  a  gold-laoed  waistcoat  in  a  very  dilapidated 
pODdition,  and  a  ragged  hat  with  a  piece  of  a  feather 
n  K ;  and  he  w^as  hone  or  the  Devil  neither.  And 
mere  was  a  miller,  his  hands  dusty  with  meal,  and 
ewry  atom  of  it  stolen :  and  there  was  a  vintner,  his 
(Men  apron  stained  with  wine,  and  every  drop  of  it 
lophtsticated ;  but  neither  was  the  old  gentleman  I 
looked  for  to  be  detected  among  these  artisans  of 
"Mquity.  At  length,  sir,  I  saw  a  grave  person  with 
popped  hair,  a  pair  of  longish  and  projecting  ears,  a 
oaod  as  broad  as  a  slobbering  bib  under  his  chin,  a 
brown  coat  surmounted  bv  a  Geneva  cloak,  and  I  had 
ou  Nicholas  at  once  in  his  genuine  paraphernalia, 

"Shame,  shame !"  said  Colonel  Everard.  "What! 
oabave  thus  to  an  old  gentleman  and  a  divine  1"— 

Nay,  let  him  proceed,"  said  the  minister,  with 
pmsct  equanimity,  "  if  thy  friend,  or  secretary,  is 
v^iptSi  I  muat  have  less  patience  than  becomes  my 
profession,  if  I  could  not  bear  an  idle  jest,  and  forgive 
mm  who  makes  it.  Or  it  on  the  other  band,  the 
Koemv  has  really  presented  himself  to  the  young  man 
u  such  a  guiae  as  ne  intimates,  wherefore  should  we 
w  surprised  that  he,  who  can  take  upon  him  the  form 
w^  aogel  of  light  should  be  able  to  assume  that  of 
i  frail  and  peccable  mortal,  whose  spiritual  calling 
tnd  profession  ought,  indeed,  to  induce  him  to  make 
nalife  an  example  to  others,  but  whose  conduct,  never- 
uMess,  such  is  the  imperfection  of  our  unassisted 
tttnra,  sometimes  rather  presents  us  with  a  warning 
of  what  wa  should  shun  r 


"Now^by  the  mass,  honest  dominie— I  mean  re- 
verend sir— I  crave  you  a  thousand  pardon^"  said 
Wildrake,  penetrated  by  the  quietness  and  patience  ot 
the  presbyter's  rebuke.  "By  St.  George,  if  quiet 
patience  will  do  it,  thou  art  fit  to  play  a  game  at  foils 
with  the  Devil  himself,  and  I  would  be  contented  to 
hold  atakea." 

As  he  concluded  an  apology,  which  was  certainly 
not  uncalled  for,  and  seemed  to  be  received  in  perfectly 

5ood  part,  they  approached  so  close  to  the  exterior 
oor  of  the  Lodse.  that  they  were  challenged  with  tba 
emphatic  StandAiy  a  sentinel  who  mounted  guard 
there.  Colonel  Everard  replied,  A  friend:  and  tba 
sentinel  repealing  his  command,  Stand,  friend," 
proceeded  to  call  the  corporal  of  the  guard.  The  cor- 
poral came  forth,  and  at  the  same  time  turned  out  his 
guard.  Colonel  Everard  gave  his  name  and  desig- 
nation, as  well  as  those  ofnis  companions,  on  which 
the  corporal  said,  '*he  doubted  not  there  would  ba 
orders  ror  his  instant  admission,  but,  in  the  first  places 
Master  Tompkins  must  be  consulted,  that  he  might 
learn  their  honours'  mind." 

"How,  sir  I"  said  the  Colonel,  "do  you,  knowing 
who  I  am,  presume  to  keep  me  on  the  outside  of  your 
post?" 

"  Not  if  your  honour  pleases  to  enter,"  said  the 
corporal,  "and  undertakes  to  be  my  warranty i  but 
such  are  the  orders  of  my  post." 

"Nay,  then,  do  your  duty,"  said  the  Colonel i  "but 
are  the  cavaliers  up,  or  what  is  the  matter,  that  you 
keen  so  close  and  strict  a  watch  ?*' 

The  fellow  gave  no  distinct  answer,  but  muttered 
between  his  mustaches  something  about  the  Enemy, 
and  the  roaring  Lion  who  goeth  about  seeking^  whom 
he  may  devour.  Presently  afterwards  Tomkms  ap- 
peared, followed  by  two  servants,  besring  lights  m 
Seat  standing  brass  candlesticka  They  marched 
fore  ColonefEverard  and  his  party,  keeping  as  close 
to  each  other  as  two  cloves  of  the  same  orange,  and 
starting  from  time  to  time  j  and  shouldering  as  they 
paased  through  sundry  intncatepassages,  they  led  up 
a  laige  and  ample  wooden  staircaae,  the  banistera^ 
rail,  and  lining  of  which  were  executed  in  black  oak, 
and  finally  into  a  long  saloon,  or  parlour,  where  tbera 
waa  a  prodigious  fire,  and  about  twelve  candles  of  the 
largest  size  distributed  in  sconces  against  the  wall. 
There  were  seated  the  Commissionera,  who  now 
held  in  their  power  the  ancient  mansion  and  royal 
domain  of  Woodstock. 


CHAPTjER  XL 

The  bloody  bear,  an  iDdepeodeat  boast, 
Unlick'd  lo  forma,  in  gtoua  his  hata  expren'd— 

Next  him  the  boflbon  ape,  aeathcifts  Oio, 
Mimiok'd  all  Mcta,  and  bad  it*  own  to  chooeo. 

HUtd  and  PmUktr. 

Ths  Strong  light  in  the  parlour  which  we  hara 
described,  served  to  enable  Everard  easily  to  recog- 
nise his  acquaintances,  De; borough,  Hsrrison,  and 
Bletson,  who  had  assembled  round  an, oak  table  of 
large  dimensions  placed  near  the  blazing  chimney, 
on  which  were  arranged  wine,  and  ale.  and  materi- 
als for  smoking,  then  the  general  indulgence  of  the 
time.  There  was  a  species  of  moveable  cupboard  set 
betwixt  the  table  and  the  door,  calculated  originally 
for  a  diaplay  of  plate  upon  grand  occasions,  hut  at 
present  only  used  as  a  screen;  which  purpose  it 
served  so  enectually.  that,  ere  he  had  coasted  around 
it,  Everard  heard  the  following  fragment  of  what 
Desborough  was  saying,  in  bis  strong  coarse  voice : 
— "  Sent  him  to  share  with  us,  I'se  warrant  ye— It 
was  always  his  Excellency  my  brotber-in-law'a  way 
if  he  made  a  treat  for  five  fnends,  he  would  inviia 
more  than  the  table  could  hold— I  have  known  hun 
ask  three  men  to  eat  two  eggs." 

"Hush,  hush,"  said  Bletson;  and  the  senrantt 
making  tneir  appearance  from  behind  the  tall  clip- 
board, annouooed  Colonel  Everard.  It  may  not  be 
uninteresting  to  the  reader  to  have  a  description  of 
the  party  into  which  he  now  entered. 

Desborough  was  a  stout,  bull-necked  man,  of 
middle-size,   with  heavy  vulgar  fiBaturet,  grisded 
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bushy  eyebrowt,  and  wall-eyes.  The  flourish  of 
his  powerfiil  relative's  fortunes  bad  burst  forth  in 
the  finery  of  bis  dress,  which  was  much  more  or- 
namented than  was  usual  among  the  roundheads. 
There  was  embroidery  on  his  cloak,  and  lace  upon 
his  band :  his  hst  displayed  a  feather  with  a  golden 
clasp,  and  all  his  habiliments  were  those  of  a  cava- 
lier, or  follower  of  the  court,  rather  than  the  plain 
dress  of  a  parliamentarian  officer.  But,  Heaven 
knows,  there  was  little  of  courtlike  grace  or  dignity 
in  the  person  or  demeanour  of  the  individual,  who 
became  his  fine  suit  as  the  hog  on  the  sign-post  does 
bis  guilded  armour.  It  was  not  that  he  was  posi- 
tively deformed,  or  misshnned,  for^  taken  in  detail,  the 
figure  was  well  enough.  But  his  limbs  seemed  to  act 
upon  different  and  contradictory  principles.  They 
were  not,  as  the  play  says,  in  a  concatenation  accord- 
ingly ;— the  right  hand  moved  as  if  it  were  upon  bad 
terms  with  the  left,  and  the  legs  showed  an  mclina- 
tion  to  foot  it  in  aifTcrent  and  opposite  directions. 
In  short,  to  use  an  extravagant  comparison,  the 
members  of  Colonel  Desborough  seemed  rather  to 
resemble  the  disputatious  representatives  of  a  fede- 
rative congress,  than  the  well-ordered  union  of  the 
orders  of  tht*  state,  in  a  firm  and  well-compacted 
monarchy,  wlicre  each  holds  his  own  place,  and  all 
obev  the  dictates  of  a  common  head. 

Grcneral  Harrison,  the  second  of  the  (Commission- 
ers, was  a  tall,  thin,  middle-aged  man,  who  had 
risen  into  his  high  situation  in  the  anny,  and  his 
intimacx'  with  Cromwell,  by  his  dauntless  courage 
in  the  ncld,  and  the  popularity  he  had  acquired  by 
his  exalted  enthusiasm  amongst  the  military  saints, 
sectaries,  and  Independents,  who  composed  the 
strength  of  the  existing  army.  Harrison  was  of 
mean  extraction,  and  bred  up  to  his  father's  employ- 
ment of  a  butcher.  Nevertheless,  his  appearance, 
though  coarse,  was  not  vulgar,  like  that  of  Des- 
borough. who  had  so  much  the  advantage  of  him  in 
birth  and  education.  He  had  a  masculine  height  and 
strength  of  figure,  was  well  made,  and  in  his  man- 
ner announced  a  rough  military  choracter,  which 
might  be  feared,  but  could  not  easily  become  the  ob- 
ject of  rx>ntempt  or  ridicule.  His  oquiline  nose  and 
dark  black  eyes  cet  off  to  some  advantage  a  counte- 
nance otherwise  irregular,  and  the  wild  enthusiasm 
that  sometimes  sparkled  in  them  as  he  dilated  on  his 
opinions  to  others,  and  often  seemed  to  slumber 
under  his  long  dark  evclashes  as  he  inus^d  upon  them 
himself,  gave  something  strikingly  wild,  and  even 
noble,  to  his  aspect.  He  was  ono  of  the  chief  leaders 
of  those  who  were  colled  Fifth  Monarchy  men,  who, 
going  even  beyond  the  general  fanaticism  of  the  age, 
ptresumptuouply  interpreted  the  Book  of  the  Revela- 
tions after  their  own  fancies,  considered  that  the 
second  Advent  of  the  Messiah,  and  the  Millennium, 
or  reign  of  the  Saints  upon  earth,  was  close  ot  hand, 
and  that  they  themselves,  illuminated,  as  they  be- 
lieved, with  the  power  of  foreiseeing  these  approaching 
events,  were  the  chosen  instruments  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  New  Reign,  or  Fifth  Monarchy,  as  it 
was  called,  and  were  fated  also  to  win  its  honours, 
whether  celestial  or  terrestrial. 

When  this  spirit  of  enthusiosm,  which  operated 
like  a  partial  jnsanity,  was  not  immediately  affecting 
Harrison's  mind,  he  was  a  shrewd  worldly  man,  and 
a  good  soldier;  one  who  missed  no  opportunity  of 
mending  his  fortune,  and  who.  in  expecting  the  exal- 
tation of  the  Fifth  Monarchy,  was,  in  the  mean 
while  a  ready  instrument  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Lord  General's  supremacy.  Whether  it  was  owing 
to,  his  eariy  occupation,  and  habits  of  indifference  to 
pain  or  bloodshed  acquired  in  the  shambles,  to  natural 
disposition  and  want  of  feeling,  or,  finally  to  the 
awakened  character  of  his  enthusiasm,  which  made 
him  Ipok  upon  those  who  opposed  him,  as  opposing 
the  Divine  will,  and  therefore  meriting  no  favour  or 
niercy,  is  not  easy  to  say ;  but  all  agreed,  that  after  a 
victory,  or  the  successful  storm  of  a  town,  Harrison 
was  one  of  the  most  cruel  and  pitiless  men  in  Crom- 
well 8  army ;  always  urging  some  misapplied  text  to 
authorize  the  continued  execution  of  the  fusitives. 
and  sometimes  even  putting  to  death  those  who  had 
iurremierod  themselves  prisoners.    It  was  said,  that 


at  times  the  recollection  of  some  of  thoao  craeltifli 
troubled  his  conscience^  and  disturbed  the  dreamt  of 
beatification  in  which  his  imagination  indulged. 

When  Everard  entered  the  apartment,  thie  Irat  !»• 
presents dve  of  the  fanatical  soldiers  of  the  day.  wha 
filled  those  ranks  and  regimenu  which  Cromwell  hu 
]X)liticalIy  kept  on  foot,  while  he  procured  the  rsdoe- 
tion  of  those  in  which  the  Presbyterian  interest  pvs- 
dominated,  was  seated  a  little  apart  from  the  otaen, 
his  legs  crossed,  and  stretched  out  at  length  towaidi 
the  fire,  his  head  resting  on  his  elbow,  and  turned 
upwards,  as  if  studying,  with  the  most  profiNml 
gravity,  the  half-seen  carving  of  the  Gothic  roof. 

Bletson  remains  to  be  mentioned,  who,  in  person 
and  figure,  was  diametrically  different  from  the  otbsr 
two.  There  wss  neither  foppery  nor  slovenliness  in 
bis  exterior,  nor  had  he  any  marks  of  military  serriei 
or  rank  about  his  person.  A  small  walking  rapisr 
seemed  merely  worn  as  a  badge  of  his  rank  as  a  gen- 
tleman, without  his  hand  having  the  least  purpose, of 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  hilt,  or  his  eve  with 
the  blade.  His  countenance  was  thin  and  acut^ 
marked  with  lines  which  thought  rather  than  ay 
had  traced  upon  it;  and  a  habitual  sneer  on  mi 
countenance,  even  when  he  least  wished  to  expreai 
contempt  on  his  features,  seemed  to  assure  the  indi- 
vidual addressed,  that  in  Bletson  he  conversed  with 
a  person  of  intdloct  far  superior  to  his  own.  Hiis 
was  a  triumph  of  intellect  only,  liowever;,for  on  ajl  oc- 
casions of  aiffercnce  respecting  speculative  opiniooi, 
and  indeed  on  all  controversies  whatsoever,  Bletson 
avoided  the  ultimate  ratio  of  blows  and  knocksw 

Yet  this  peaceful  gentleman  had  found  himMi 
obliged  to  serve  personally  in  the  Pariiamentsn 
army  nt  the  commencement  of  the  Civil  War,  t9 
happening  unhickily  to  come  in  contact  with  the 
fiery  Prince  Rupert,  his  retreot  was  Judged  so  pre- 
cipitate, that  it  required  all  the  shelter  his  fnends 
cx)uld  afford,  to  keep  him  free  of  an  impeachment  or 
a  court-martial.  But  as  Bletson  spokcwell,  and  with 
great  eflTect  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which  wis 
his  natural  sphere,  and  was  on  that  account  high  m 
the  estimation  of  his  party,  his  behaviour  at  EdgehiU 
was  passed  over,  and  he  continued  to  take  an  actiit 
share  in  all  the  political  events  of  that  bustling 
period,  though  he  faced  not  again  the  actual  fh>nt  oi 
war. 

Bletson's  theoretical  politics  had  long  inclined  him 
to  espouse  the  opinions  of  Harrington  and  others 
who  adopted  the  visionary  idea  of  establishing  a  pun 
democratical  republic  in  so  extensive  a  country  as 
Britain.  This  was  a  rash  theory,  where  there  is  nich 
an  infinite  difference  betwixt  ranks,  habits,  education, 
and  morals—where  there  is  such  an  immense  dispro- 
portion betwixt  the  wealth  of  individuals— and  wneie 
a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  consists  of  the  in- 
ferior classes  of  the  large  towns  and  manufacturing 
districts— men  unfitted  to  bear  that  share  in  the  direc- 
tion of  a  state,  which  must  bo  exercised  by  the  mem* 
bera  of  a  republic  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word. 
Accordingly,  ss  soon  as  the  experiment  was  made,  it 
became  obvious  that  no  such  form  of  govemm^it 
could  be  adopted  with  the  smallest  chance  of  stabilityt 
and  the  question  came  only  to  be.  whether  the  rem- 
nant, or,  as  it  was  vulgarly  called,  the  Rump  of  thi 
Long  Parliament,  now  reduced  by  the  seclusion  of  to 
many  of  the  members,  to  a  few  scores  of  person^ 
should  continue^  in  spite  of  their  unpopularity,  to  rule 
the  affairs  of  Bntain  ?  Whether  they  should  cast  all 
loose  by  dissolving  themselves,  and  issuing  writs,  to 
convoke  a  new  Parliament,  the  composition  of  whidi 
no  one  could  answer  for.  any  more  than  for  the  met* 
sures  they  might  take  when  assembled?  Or,  lastly, 
Whether  Cromwell,  as  actually  happened,  was  not 
to  throw  the  sword  into  the  balance,  snd  boldly  pot* 
sess  himself  of  that  power  which  the  remnant  of  thn 
Parliament  were  unable  to  hold,  and  yet  afimki  to 
resign? 

Such  being  the  state  of  parties,  the  Council  of  Stntib 
in  distributing  the  good  things  in  their  gift,  endeavour 
ed  to  soothe  and  gratify  the  army,  as  a  beggar  flingi 
crusts  to  a  growling  mastiff.  In  this  view  Desbo- 
rough had  been  created  a  Commissioner  in  the  Wood- 
stock matter  to  gratify  Cromwell,  Harrinon  to  aootho 
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ibe  tao&  Fifth-moaarchy  moil,  and  Bletaon  as  a  am- 
em  r^blican,  and  one  of  their  own  leaveD. 

But  if  theymppoaed  Bletaon  had  the  least  intention 
of  beoomiog  a  martyr  to  his  republicanism,  or  sob- 
mitoag  to  any  serious  loss  on  account  of  it,  they 
niich  mistook  the  man.  He  entertained  their  prin- 
ciples sineerely,  and  not  the  leas  that  they  were  found 
impracticable;  for  the  miscarriage  of  his  experiment 
DO  more  converts  the  political  speculator,  than  the 
azpiosion  of  a  retort  undeceives  an  alchymist.  But 
BletaoQ  was  quite  prepared  to  submit  to  Cromwell,  or 
aayone«lse  who  might  be  possessed  of  the  actual 
authority.  He  was  a  readv  subject  in  practice  to  the 
powers  ezistin&  and  made  little  difference  betwixt 
nrious  kinds  of  government,  holding  in  theory  all  to 
be  nearly  equal  in  imperfection,  so  soon  as  they 
fiverged  from  the  model  of  Harrington's  Oceana. 
Cromwell  had  slready  been  tampering  with  him,  like 
wax  between  his  finger  and  thumb,  and  which  he 
was  ready  shortly  to  seal  with,  smiling  at  the  same 
nme  to  himaelf  when  he  beheld  the  Council  of  State 
grring  rewards  to  Bletaon  aa  their  faithful  adherent, 
while  he  himaelf  was  secure  of  his  allegiance,  how 
soon  soever  the  expected  change  of  government 
Mookl  take  place. 

Bnt  Bletaon  was  still  more  attached  to  his  meta- 
physical than  hia  political  creed,  and  carried  hia  doc- 
nines  of  the  perfectibility  of  mankind  as  far  ss  he  did 
those  respecung  the  conceivable  perfection  of  a  model 
ef  government ;  and  as  in  the  one  case  he  declared 
against  all  power  which  did  not  emanate  from  the 
peo^  theinaelves,  so,  in  his  moral  speculations,  he 
was  unwilling  to  refer  any  of  the  phenomena  of  na- 
tare  to  a  final  causes  when  pushed,  indeed,  very 
bard,  Bletaon  was  compelled  to  mutter  some  marti- 
eslate  and  unintelligible  doctrines  concerning  an 
Aximua  MundL  or  Creative  Power  in  the  works  of 
Nature,  by  which  she  originally  called  into  existence, 
and  still  continues  to  nreserve,  her  works.  To  this 
power,  he  said  some  of  the  purest  metaphysicians  ren- 
doed  a  certain  degree  of  homage ;  nor  was  he  him- 
sdf  inclined  absolutely  to  censure  those,  who,  by  the 
insdtotion  of  holidays,  choral  dances,  songs,  and 
bsrrolesa  feasts  and  libations  might  be  disposed  to 
odebrate  the  i^reat  goddess  Nature ;  at  least  dancinK, 
singing,  feasting,  and  sporting,  being  comfortable 
thi^  to  both  voung  end  old,  they  might  as  well 
iport,  dance,  and  feast,  in  honour  of^  such  appointed 
bolklayak  as  under  any  other  pretext.  But  ttien  this 
Boderate  abow  of  religion  was  to  be  practised  under 
ach  exceptk>ns  as  are  admitted  by  the  Highgate 
oath;  and  no  one  was  to  be  compelled  to  dance, 
drink,  sing,  or  feast,  whose  taste  did  not  happen  to 
iodine  them  to  such  diyertisement;  nor  was  any  one 
ID  be  obliged  to  worship  the  creative  power,  whether 
mder  the  name  of  the  Animua  MumUt  or  any  other 
whatsoever.  The  interference  of  the  Deity  in  the 
afiirs  of  mankind  be  entirely  disowned,  having 
proved  to  his  own  satisfaction  that  the  idea  origi- 
nated entirely  in  priestcraft.  In  short,  with  the  sha- 
dowy roetapnysical  exception  aforesaid  Mr.  Joshua 
Bfetson  of  Darlinicton,  member  for  Littlecreed|  came 
as  near  the  predicament  of  an  atheist,  as  it  is  per- 
haps possible  for  a  man  to  do.  But  we  say  this  with 
the  neceasary  salvo ;  for  we  have  known  many  like 
Bletson,  whose  curtains  have  been  shrewdly  shaken 
by  auperstition,  thouah  their  fears  were  unsanctioned 
by  any  religious  faitn.  The  devils,  we  are  assured, 
believe  and  tremble ;  but  on  earth  there  are  many, 
wba  in  worse  plight  than  even  the  natural  children 
of  perdition,  tremble  without  believing,  and  fear  even 
while  they  blanheme. 

It  follows,  of^  course,  that  nothing  could  be  treated 
with  more  scorn  bv  Mr.  Bletson,  than  the  debates 
about  Prelacy  and  Presbytery,  about  Presbytery  and 
Independency,  about  duakers  and  Anabaptists,  Mug- 
gjleiooians  and  Brownists,  ond  all  the  various  sects 
with  which  the  Civil  War  had  commenced,  and  bv 
which  its  dissensions  were  still  continued.  "  It  was,^' 
be  aak),  "aa  if  beasts  of  burden  should  quarrel  amongst 
themadves  about  the  fashion  of  their  baiters  and 
packaaddles,  instead  of  embracing  a  favourable  op- 
portunity of  throwing  them  aside.  Other  witty  and 
pithy  remaika  he  used  to  make  when  time  and  place 


suited ;  for  instance,  at  the  club  called  the  Rota,  £na. 

S|uented  by  St  John,  and  established  by  Harrington, 
or  the  free  discussion  of  political  and  religious  sub- 
jects. 

But  when  Bletson  was  out  of  this  academy,  or 
stronghold  of  philosophy,  he  was  very  csutious  now 
he  carried  his  contempt  of  the  general  prejudice  in 
favour  of  religion  and  Christianity  fiinher  than  an 
implied  objection  or  a  sneer.  If  he  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  talking  in  private  with  an  ingenuous  and  in* 
telligent  youth,  he  sometimes  attempted  to  make  a 
proaelyte.  and  showed  much  address  in  bribing  the 
vanity  of  inexperience,  by  su^esting  that  a  mind 
like  his  ought  to  spurn  the  prejudices  impressed  upon 
it  in  childhood ;  and  when  assuming  the  l<Uu9  davui 
of  resson,  assuring  him  that  such  aa  he,  laying  aside 
the  bulla  of  juvenile  incapacity,  as  Bletson  called  it 
should  proceed  to  examine  and  decide  for  himself. 
It  frequently  happened,  that  the  youth  was  induced  to 
adopt  the  doctrines  in  whole,  or  in  part,  of  the  sage 
who  had  seen  his  natural  geniua,  and  who  had  urged 
him  to  exert  it  in  examining,  detecting,  and  declar- 
ing for  himself;  and  thus  flattery  gave  proselytes  to 
infidelity,  which  could  not  have  o^n  gained  by  all 
the  powerful  eloquence,  or  artful  sophistry,  ox  ^e 
infidel. 

These  attempts  to  extend  the  influence  of  what 
was  called  free-thinking  and  philosophy,  were  carried 
on,  as  we  have  hinted,  with  a  caution  dictated  by  the 
timidity  of  the  philosopher's  disposition.  He  was 
conscious  his  doctrines  were  suspected,  and  his  pro- 
ceedings watched,  by  the  two  principal  sects  of  Fre- 
latists  and  Presbyterians,  who,  however  inimical  to 
each  other,  were  still  more  hostile  to  one  who  was 
an  opponent,  not  only  to  a  church  establishment  of 
any  kind,  but  to  every  denomination  of  Christianity. 
He  found  it  more  easy  to  shroud  himself  among  the 
Independents,  whose  demands  were  for  a  general 
liberty  of  conscience,  or  an  unlimited  toleration,  and 
whose  faith,  diflerinff  in  all  ren^ects  and  particulars, 
was  by  some  pusheof  into  such  wild  errors,  as  to  get 
totally  beyond  the  bounds  of  every  species  of  Chns- 
tianity,  and  approach  very  nearly  to  infidelity  itself^ 
as  extremes  oi  each  kind  are  said  to  approach  each 
other.  Bletson  mixed  a  good  deal  among  those  sec- 
taries ;  and  such  was  his  confidence  in  his  own  logic 
and  address,  that  he  is  supposed  to  have  entertained 
hopes  of  bringing  to  his  opinions  in  time  the  enthu- 
siastic Vane,  as  well  as  the  no  less  enthusiastic  Har^ 
risen,  provided  he  could  but  get  them  to  resign  then' 
visions  of  a  Fifth  Monarchy,  and  induce  them  to  be 
contented  with  a  reign  of  Philosophers  in  England 
for  the  natural  period  of  their  lives,  instead  of  the 
reign  of  the  Saints  during  the  Mijlcnnium. 

Such  was  the  singular  group  into  which  Everard 
was  now  introduced ;  showing,  in  their  various  opi- 
nions, upon  how  many  (kvious  coasts  human  nature 
may  make  shipwreck,  wnen  she  has  once  let  go  her 
hold  on  the  snchor  which  religion  has  given  her  to 
lean  upon ;  the  acute  self-conceit  and  worldly  learn- 
ing of  Bletson— the  rash  and  ignorant  conclusions 
of  the  fierce  and  under-bred  Harrison,  leading  them 
into  the  opposite  extremes  of  enthusiasm  and  infi- 
delity, while  Desborough, ,  constitutionally  stupid, 
thought  nothing  about  religion  at  all ;  and  while  the 
others  were  active  in  making  sail  on  different  but 
equally  erroneous  courses,  be  might  be  said  to  perish 
like  a  vessel,  which  springs  a  leak  and  founders  in 
the  roadstead.  It  was  wonderful  to  behold  what  a 
strange  variety  of  mistakes  and  errors,  on  the  part 
of  the  King  and  his  Ministers,  on  the  part  of  the  Par- 
liament and  their  leaders,  on  the  part  of  the  allied 
kingdoms  of  Scotland  and  England  towards  esch 
other,  had  combined  to  rear  up  men  of  such  dan- 
gerous opinions  and  interested  characters  among  the 
arbiters  of  the  destiny  of  Britain. 

Those  who  argue  tor  party's  sake,  will  see  all  the 
faults  on  the  one  side,  without  deigning  to  look  at 
those  on  the  other ;  those  who  study  history  for  in- 
struction, will  perceive  that  nothing  but  the  vvant  of 
concession  on  either  side,  and  the  deadly  height  to 
which  the  animosity  of  the  King's  ond  Parliament's 
parties  had  arisen,  could  have  so  totally  overthrown 
the  well-poised  balance  of  the  English  constitution. 
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Bat  wd  hasten  to  quit  poUticBl  nAoctioiitt  the  rather 
that  ours*  we  believe^  wiU  please  neither  Whig  nor 
Tory. 


CHAPTER  XIL 

Hum  ftrom  a  CoIlaf»-«ii  foa  five  w  foor, 
Ltt  bimbciiig  lii«  loan  with  him. 

Biuoiioirr  and  FuRcmn. 

Ma.  Blstson  arose  and  paid  his  respects  to  Colonel 
£¥erard^  with  the  ease  and  courtesy  of  a  gentleman 
of  the  time;  though  on  every  account  grieved  at  his 
intrusion,  as  a  religious  man  who  held  his  free-think- 
ing principles  in  detestation,  and  would  effectually 
prevent  his  conversion  of  Hsnison,  and  even  of 
Desborough,  if  any  thing  could  be  moulded  out  of 
such  a  clod,  to  the  worship  of  the  Animus  Mundi. 
Moreover,  Bletson  knew  Everard  to  be  a  man  of 
steady  probity,  and  by  no  means  disposed  to  ck>se 
with  a  scheme  on  which  he  had  successfully  sounded 
the  other  two^  and  which  was  calculated  to  assure 
1he_  Commissioners  of  some  little  private  indemnifi- 
cation for  the  trouble  they  were  to  give  themselves  in 
the  public  business.  The  philosopher  was  yet  less 
pleased,  when  he  saw  the  magistrate  and  the  pastor 
who  haJd  met  him  in  his  flight  of  the  preceding  even- 
ing when  he  had  been  8een|  parma  non  bene  rdi^a^ 
with  doak  and  doublet  left  behind  him. 

The  presence  of  Colonel  Everard  was  as  unpleas- 
ing  to  Desborough  as  to  Bletson ;  but  the  former  hav- 
ing no  philosophy  in  him,  nor  an  idea  that  it  was  pos- 
fime  for  any  man  to  resist  helping  himself  out  of 
nntold  money,  was  chiefljr  embarrassed  by  the 
thought,  that  the  plunder  which  they  nught  be  able  to 
achieve  out  of  their  trust,  mighty  fay  this  unwelcome 
addition  to  their  number,  be  aivided  into  four  parts 
instead  of  three:  and  this  reflection  added  to  the 
natural  awkwardness  with  which  he  grumbled  forth 
a  sort  of  welcome,  addrrased  to  Everard. 

As  for  Harrison,  he  remained  like  one  on  hlffher 
thoughts  intent ;  his  posture  unmoved,  his  eyes  fixed 
on  the  ceiling  as  before,  and  in  no  way  indicating  the 
least  consciousness  that  the  company  had  been  more 
than  doubled  around  him. 

Mean  time  Everard  took  his  place  at  the  table,  as  a 
nan  who  assumed  his  own  right,  and  pointed  to  his 
companions  to  sit  down  nearer  the  foot  of  the  board. 
Wildrake  so  far  misunderstood  his  signals,  as  to  sit 
down  above  the  Mayor;  but  rallying  his  recollection  at 
a  look  from  his  patron,  he  rose  and  took  his  place  lower 
whistling,  however,  as  he  went,  a  sound  at  which  the 
company  stared,  as  at  a  freedom  highly  unbecoming. 
To  complete  his  indecorum,  he  seized  upon  a  pipe, 
and  filling  it  from  a  large  tobacco-box,  was  soon  im- 
mersed in  a  cloud  of  his  own  raising,  from  which  a 
hand  shortly  after  emerged,  seized  on  the  black-jack 
of  ale,  withdrew  it  within  the  vapouiv  sanctuary, 
and,  afler  a  potential  draught,  replacea  it  upon  the 
table,  its  owner  beginning  to  renew  the  cloud  which 
his  intermitted  exercise  oi  the  tube  had  almost  al- 
lowed to  subside. 

Nobody  made  any  observation  on  his  conduct,  out 
of  respect,  probably^  to  Colonel  Everard,  who  bit  his 
lip,  but  continued  silent ;  sware  that  censure  might 
extract  some  escapade  more  unequivocally  character- 
istic of  a  cavalier,  from  his  refractory  companion.  As 
silence  seemed  awkward,  and  the  others  made  no 
advances  to  break  it,  beyond  the  ordinary  salutation. 
Colonel  Everard  at  length  said,  "I  presume,  gentle- 
men, that  you  arc  somewhat  surprised  at  my  arrival 
here,  and  thus  intruding  myself  into  your  meeting?*' 

"Why  the  dickensshould  we  be  surprised.  Colonel?" 
said  Desborough ;  "  we  know  his  Excellency,  my  bro- 
ther-in-law NoH's— I  mean  my  Lord  Cromwell's  way, 
of  over-quartering  his  men  in  the  towns  he  marches 
through.  Thou  bast  obtained  a  share  in  our  com- 
mission ?" 

"And  in  that,"  said  Bletson,  smiling  and  bowing, 

*  the  Lord-Ceneral  has  given  us  the  most  acceptable 

colleague  that  could  have  been  added  to  our  number. 

No  doubt  your  authority  for  joining  with  us  must  be 

under  warrant  of  the  Council  of  State  T 

"  Of  that,  genUemen,"  said  the  Colonel. ''  1  will  fnv- 
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sently  advise  you."— He  took  oat  his  warrant  acooad^ 
ingly.  and  was  about  to  communicate  the  ooh tents | 
but  OTserving  that  there  were  three  or  four  ha]f-«mpi|^ 
flasks  upon  the  table,  that  Desborough  looked  mom 
stupid  than  usual,  and  that  the  philosopher's  eyes  iven 
reeling  in  his  head,  notwithstanding  the  temperBoee 
of  Bletson's  usual  habits,  he  concluded  that  ihey  bad 
been  fortifying  themselves  against  the  horrors  of  tbe 
haunted  manaon,  bv  laying  in  a  store  of  what  is  called 
Dutch  courage,  ana  therefore  prudently  resolved  to 
postpone  his  more  important  business  with  them  tiS 
the  cooler  hour  of  morning.— He,  therefore,  instead  of 
presenting  the  General's  warrant  superseding  their 
commission,  contented  himself  with  replying, — *' My 
business  has,  of  course,  some  reference  to  your  pro- 
ceedings here.    But  here  is— excuse  my  curiosity^ — a 
reverend  gentleman,"  pointing  to  Holdenough,  "  who 
has  told  me  that  vou  are  so  strangely  embarrassed 
here,  as  to  require  both  the  civil  and  spiritual  aatho- 
rity  to  enable  you  to  keep  possession  of  Woodstook.*' 

"  Before  we  go  into  that  matter,",  said  Bletaoo, 
blushing  up  to  the  eyes  at  the  recollection  of  his  own 
fears,  so  manifestly  disnlaved,  yet  so  inconsistent  with 
his  principles,  **I  should  uke  to  know  who  this  other 
stranger  is,  who  is  come  with  the  worthy  magistrmti^ 
and  the  no  less  worthy  Presbyterian?" 

"* Meaning  me?"  said  Wildraka  laying  his  pme 
aside;  "Gadzooks,  the  time  hath  been  that  I  coold 
have  answered  the  question  with  a  better  title ;  bat  at 
present  I  am  only  his  honour's  poor  clerk,  or  secre- 
tary, whichever  is  the  current  ohrase." 

'Fore  Georgs,  my  lively  blade,  then  art  a  firank 
fellow  of  thy  tattle,"  said  Desboroui^h.  "There  is 
my  secretary  Tomkins,  whom  men  sillily  enousb  call 
Fibbet,  and  the  honourable  lieutenant-Gcneral  Har- 
rison's secretary,  Bibbet,  who  are  now  at  supper  bs- 
low  stairs,  that  durst  not  for  their  cars  speak  a  phrase 
above  their  breath  in  tbe  presence  of  their  betten^  un- 
less to  answer  a  question." 

"Yes,  Colonel  Everard,"  said  the  philosopher,  with 
his  quiet  smile,  glad,  apparently,  to  divert  the  conTsr- 
sation  from  the  topic  of  last  night's  alarm,  and  recol- 
lections which  humbled  his  self-love  and  aelf-satis- 
faction,— "  yes ;  and  when  Master  Fibbet  and  Master 
Bibbet  do  speak,  their  afiirmations  are  as  much  in  a 
common  mould  of  mutual  attestation,  as  their  names 
would  accord  in  the  verses  of  a  poet  If  Master  Fib- 
bet happens  to  tell  a  fiction,  Mastf^r  Bibbet  sweare  it 
as  truth.  If  Master  Bibbet  chances  to  have  gotten 
drunk  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  Master  Fibbet  swears 
he  is  sober.  I  have  called  my  own  secretary  Gibbet 
though  his  name  chances  to  be  only  Gibeon,  a  worthy 
Israelite  at  your  service,  but  as  pure  a  youth  as  erer 

C'cked  a  lamb-bone  at  Paschsl  But  I  call  him  Gib- 
;t,  merdy  to  make  up  the  holy  trefoil  with  another 
Thyme.  'This  squire  of  thine,  Colonel  Everard,  looks 
as  if  he  might  be  worthy  to  be  coupled  with  the  rest  of 
the  fraternity." 

"Not  I,  truly*"  said  the  cavalier;  "Fll  be  coupled 
with  no  Jew  that  was  ever  whelped,  and  no  Jewess 
neither." 
"  Scorn  not  for  that,  young  man,"  said  the  philoso- 

Eher ;  "  the  Jews  are,  in  point  of  religion,  the  elder 
relhren,  you  know." 

"The  Jews  older  than  the  Christians?"  said  Des- 
borough ;  "  'fore  George;  they  will  have  thee  before 
the  General  Assembly,  Bletson,  if  thou  venturest  to 
sav  so." 

Wildrake  laughed  without  ceremony  at  the  grow 
ignorance  of  Desborough,  and  was  joined  by  a  snig- 
^ing  response  from  behind  the  cupboanT  which, 
when  inquired  into,  proved  to  be  produced  by  the 
serving-men.  These  worthies,  timorous  as  their  bet- 
ters, when  they  were  supposed  to  have  left  the  room, 
had  only  withdrawn  to  their  present  place  of  con- 
cealment. 

"How  now,  ye  rogues,"  said  Bletson,  angrily;  "do 
you  not  know  your  duty  better?" 

"We  beg  your  worthy  honour's  pardon,"  said  one 
of  the  men.  but  we  dared  not  go  down  stairs  with- 
out a  light.^' 

"A  light,  ye  cowardly  poltrons?"  said  the  philo- 
sopher; "what— to  show  which  of  you  looks  palest 
when  a  rat  squeaks?— but  take  a  candlestick  and 
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»iie,  you  cowardly  villains !  the  devils  you  are  so 

h  afiraid  of  must  be  but  paltiy  kites,  if  they  hawk 

such  bats  as  you  are." 

^    The  servantB,  without  replying,  took  up  one  o£ahe 

^canHlewticka,  aiod  preparea  to  retreat,  Tiusty  Tom- 

kmm  at  the  head  of  the  troop,  when  suddenly,  as  they 

arrived  at  the  door  of  the  parlour,  which  had  been  left 

lidtf  open,  it  was  shut  vblently.    The  three  terrified 

domesticB  tumbled  back  into  the  middle  of  the  room. 

•a  if  a  ahot  had  been  discharged  in  their  face,  and  all 

I  who  were  at  the  table  startea  to  their  feet 

Colonel  Everard  was  incapable  of  a  moment's  fear, 
even  if  any  thing  frightful  had  been  seen;  but  he  re- 
mained stationary,  to  see  what  his  companions  would 
doi,  and  to  get  at  the  bottom,  if  possible,  of  the  cause 
of  their  alarm  upon  an  occasion  so  trifling.    The  phi- 
loaopher   seemed  to  think  that  tu  was  the  person 
efaiefly  concerned  to  show  manhood  on  the  occasion. 
'   He  walked  to  the  door  accordingly,  murmuring  at 
dw  cowardice  of  the  servants ;  but  at  such  a  snail's 
pace,  that  it  seemed  he  would  most  willingly  have 
seen  anticipated  by  any  one  whom  his  reproaches 
had  rouaed  to  exertion.     "Cowaidly  blockheads!" 
te  said  at  last,  seiziBg  hold  of  the  handle  of  the  door, 
bat  without  turning  it  efllectually  round—"  dare  you 
not  open  a  door  1"— (still  fnmbmig  with  the  lock)— 
**  daie  you  not  go  down  a  staircase  without  a  light  1 
Hei]&  bring  me  the  candle,  you  cowardly  villains  !— 
By  Heaven,  something  sighs  on  the  outside  I" 

As  be  spoke,  he  let  go  the  handle  of  the  parlour 
door,  and  8ten)ed  back  a  pace  or  two  into  the  apart- 
nenLwith  cheeks  as  pale  as  the  band  he  wore. 

**  Deus  adjutor  meusf^  said  the  Presbyterian 
dasyman,  rising  from  his  seat  "  Give  place,  sir," 
addresenng  Bletson ;  "it  would  seem  I  know  more  of 
titts  matter  than  thou,  and  I  bless  Heaven  I  am  armed 
for  the  conflict" 

Bold  aa  a  grenadier  about  to  mount  a  breach,  yet 
vith  the  same  belief  in  the  existence  of  a  great  dan- 

Eto  be  encountered,  as  well  as  the  same  reliance  in 
lewdness  of  his  cause,  the  worthy  man  stopped 
before  the  philosophical  Bletson,  and  taking  a  light 
bom.  the  sconce  in  one  hand,  quietly  opened  tbe  door 
with  the  other,  and  standing  m  the  threshold,  said, 
**  Here  is  nothing !" 

**  And  who  expected  to  see  any  thing,"  said  Bletson, 
"excepting  those  terrified  oals,  who  take  fright  at 
eveiy  puff  of  wind  that  whistles  through  the  passages 
of  this  old  dungeon?" 

"  Mark  you^  Master,  Tomkins."  said  one  of  the 
waiting-men  m  a  whisper  to  the  steward,—"  See 
how  boldly  the  minister  pressed  forward  before  all 
of  them  !  Ah  !  Master  Tomkins,  our  parson  is  tbe 
leal  commissioned  officer  of  the  church— your  lay- 
preachers  are  no  better  than  a  parcel  of  club-men  and 
volonteers." 

"  Follow  me  those  who  Ust,"  said  Master  Hold- 
eoough,  "  or  go  before  me  those  who  choose,  I  wUl 
walk  through  the  habitable  places  of  this  house  before 
I  leave  it,  and  satisfy  myself  whether  Satan  hath 
really  mingled  himselr  among  these  dreary  dens  of 
ancient  wickedness,  or  whether,  like  the  wicked  of 
whom  holy  David  speaketh,  we  are  afraid,  and  flee 
when  no  one  pursueth." 

Harrison,  who  had  heard  these  words,  sprung  from 
his  seat,  and  drawing  his  sword,  exclamied.  Were 
there  as  many  fiends  m  the  house;  as  there  are  haira 
on  my  head,  upon  this  cause  I  will  charge  them  up 
to  their  very  trenches !" 

So  saying,  he  brandished  his  weapon,  and  pressed 
to  the  beaoof  the  column,  where  he  moved  side  by 
side  with  the  minister.  The  Mayor  of  Woodstock 
next  joined  'he  body,  thinking  himself  safer  perhaps 
in  the  company  of  his  pastor ;  and  the  whole  tram* 
moved  forward  in  close  order,  accompanied  by  the 
servants  bearing  lights,  to  search  the  Lodge  for  ^ome 
cause  of  that  pamc  with  which  they  semed  to  be 
aoddenly  seized. 

"Nay,  take  me  with  you,  my  friends,"  said  Colonel 
Everard,  who  had  looked  on  in  surprise,  and  was  now 
about  to  follow  the  party,  when  Bletson  laid  hold  on 
his  cloak,  and  begged  him  to  remain. 

"  You  see,  my  good  Colonel,"  he  said,  afiecting  a 
oouraoe  which  ma  shaking  voice  bebed  "  here  are 
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only  you  and  I,  and  honest  Desborougli,  left  behind 
in  garrison,  while  all  the  o  there  are  absent  on  a  sally. 
We  must  not  hazard  the  whole  troops  on  one  sortie— 
that  were  unmilitary— Ha,  ha,  ha ! 

"  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  what  means  all  this  7" 
said  Everard.  "  I  heard  a  foolish  tale  about  appan 
tions  at  I  came  this  way,  and  now  I  find  you  aU  half 
mad  with  fear,  and  cannot  get  a  word  of  sense  among 
BO  many  of  you.  Fie,  Colonel  Desborough— fi&  Mas- 
ter Bletson— try  to  compose  yourselves  and  let  me 
know,  in  Heaven's  name,  the  cause  of  all  this  disturb* 
ance.  One  would  be  apt  to  think  your  brains  were 
turned." 

"  And  so  mine  well  may,"  said  Desborough  "  ay, 
and  overturned  too,  since  my  bed  last  night  was 
tumed  upside  down,  and  I  was  placed  for  ten  minutes 
heels  uppennost,  and  head  downmost,  like  a  bullock 
goiiig  to  be  shot." 

"What  means  this  nonsense,  Master  Bletson  1— 
Desborou^  must  have  had  the  nightmare." 

"  No,  faith,  Colonel,  the  goblins,  or  whatever  else 
they  were,  had  been  favourable  to  honest  Desbo 
rough,  for  they  reposed  the  whole  of  his  person  on 
that  part  of  lus  body  which— Hark,  did  you  not  hear 
something  1— is  the  central  point  of  gravity,  namely, 
his  head?' 

"  Did  you  see  any  thing  to  alarm  youT'  said  the 
Colonel. 

"Nothing."  said  Bletson;  "but  we  heard  helhsh 
noises,  as  fdl  our  people  did ;  and  I,  believinx  little  of 
ghosts  and  apparitions,  concluded  the  cavafiers  were 
taking  us  at  advantage;  so,  remembering  Rainsbo- 
rougir  s  fate,  I  e'en  jumped  tbe  window,  and  ran  to 
Woodstock,  to  call  the  soldien  to  the  rescue  of  Har- 
rison and  Desborough." 

"  And  did  you  not  fizst  go  to  see  what  the  danger 
wasi" 

"  Ah,  my  J5ood  friend,  yon  foraot  that  I  laid  down 
my  commission  at  the  time  of  the  self-denying  ordi- 
nance. It  would  have  been  quite  inconsistent  with  my 
duty  as  a  Parliament-man,  to  be  brawling  amidst  a 
set  of  ruffians,  without  any  military  authonty.  No^ 
when  the  Parliament  commanded  me  to  sheathe 
my  sword.  Colonel,  I  have  too  much  veneration  for 
their  authority,  to  be  found  again  vnth  it  dravra  in 

my  hand."  . .  ^    ,  ,_   ,      ., 

''But  the  Parliament,"  said  Desborough.  hasuly, 
"did  not  command  you  to  use  your  heels  when  jrour 
hands  could  have  saved  a  man  fh)m  dioking.  Ods 
dickens  I  you  might  have  stopped  when  you  saw  my 
bed  canted  heels  uppermost,  and  me  hau  stifled  in 
the  bedclothea— you  might,  I  say,  have  stopped  and 
lent  a  hand  to  put  it  to  rights,  instead  of  jumpmg  out 
of  the  window,  like  a  new-shorn  abeep)  so  soon  as 
you  had  run  across  my  room."    ,  ,  „     . .  «,  . 

"  Nay.  worshii^  Master  Desborough,"  said  Blet- 
son, winking  on  Everard,  to  show  thathe  was  playing 
on  his  thickakulled  colleague,  "how  could  Itell  your 

rirticular  mode  of  reposinffl— there  are  many  tastes— 
have  known  men  who  alept  by  choice  on  a  sk>pe  or 
angle  of  forty-five."  ,  ..  , .  i     j 

"Yea,  but  did  ever  a  man  sleep  standing  on  his  head, 

her,  con- 

portunitVof  Booffinff  afreligion  really  in  some  degree 
diverted  his  feai^^I  leave  these  out  of  the  question, 
seeing  that  the  evklence  on  such  subjects  seems  as 
little  quahfied  to  cany  conviction,  as  a  horsehair  to 
land  a  leviathan."  ,      ,  ^       j  ui 

A  loud  clap  of  thunder,  or  a  noise  as  fo>nndaU& 
rang  through  the  Lodge  as  the  scofier  had  ended,  winai 
struck  him  pale  and  motionless,  and  made  Desborough 
throw  himself  on  his  knees,  and  repeat  exclamaaons 
and  nrayers  in  much  admired  conftiaon. 

"  There  must  be  contrivance  here."  exclaimed  Eve- 
raid;  andsnatchingoneofthecandlesfromasconce, 
he  roahed  out  of  the  apartment  httle  heeding  the  en- 
treaties of  the  philosopher,  who,  m  the  e^gcmity  of 
his  distrosa  conjured  bun  by  the  AnvnaiM  J^md*  to 
remain  tothe  awistance  of  a  distressed  philosopher 
endangered  by  witchea  and  a  Parbament-man  as- 
saulted by  ruffians.  Asfe»rDe8borpuaJi,teonlyw«i 
like  a  clown  in  a  pantomimfi;  and,  dottbtful  wnactwr 
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to  follow  or  slop,  bis  natural  indolence  prevailed,  and  attitude  and  action  of  doubt  and  suspicion,  tended 

ho  sat  still.  to  incre.ise  in  his  mind  the  gloomy  feclmgi)  of  which 

When  on  the  landing-placo  of  the  stairs,  Evorard  they  are  the  usual  indications,  and  with  which  they 

paused  a  moment  to  consider  which  was  the  best  are  constantly  associated.    Under  such  unpleasant 

course  to  take.    He  heard  the  voices  of  men  talkini;  imprt'ssions,  and  conscious  of  the  neighbourhood  of 

fast  and  loud,  like  people  who  wish  to  drown  their  something  unfriendly,  Colonel  Everara  had  alrea^ 

fears,  in  the  lower  story:  and  aware  that  nothing  advanced  about  half  along  the  gallery,  when  he  heara 

coulu  be  discovered  by  those  whose  inauiries  were  some  one  si/^h  very  near  him,  and  a  low  soft  voice 

conducted  in  a  manner  so  noisy,  he  resolved  to  pro-  pronounce  his  name. 

ceed  in  a  different  direc*tlon^  and  examine  the  second  "Here  I  am,"  he  replied,  while  his  heart  beat  thtn 

floor,  which  he  had  now  gained.  and  short.    "  Who  calls  on  Markham  Everard  T* 

He  had  known  every  corner,  both  of  the  inhabited  Another  sigh  was  the  only  answer, 

and  uninhabited  part  of  the  mansion,  and  availed  "Speak,"  said  the  Colonel.  "  whoever  or  whalso- 

himself  of  the  candle  to  traverse  two  or  three  intri-  ever  you  are,  and  tell  with  what  intent  and  puipoflo 

cate  passages,  which  he  was  afraid  he  might  not  you  are  lurking  in  these  apartments?" 

remember  with   suflicient  accuracy.     This   move-  "With  abetter  intent  than  yours,"  returned  the  loft 

ment  conveyed  him  to  a  sort  of  ceil'de-bcpuf,  an  voice. 

octagon  vesubule.  or  small  hall,  from  which  various  "  Than  mine !"  answered  Everard  in  great  surpnie. 

rooms  opened.    Amongst  these  doors,  Everard  se-  "  Who  are  you  that  dare  judge  of  my  intents  7" 

lected  that  which  led  to  a  very  long,  narrow,  ond  "What,  or  who  are  you,  Markham  Everard,  who 

dilapidated  gallery,  built  in  the  time  of  Henry  vIII.,  wander  by  moonlight  through  these  deserted  halls  of 

and  which,  runnmg  along  the  whole  south-west  side  royalty,  where  none  should  be  but  those  who  raoun 

of  the  building,  communicated  at  different  points  their  downfall,  or  are  sworn  to  avenge  it  7" 

with  the  rest  of  the  mansion.    This  he  thought  was  "It  is— and  yet  it  cannot  be,"  said  Everard;  "rrt 

likely  to  be  the  |)08t  occupied  by  those  who  proposed  it  is,  and  must  be.— Alice  Lee,  the  devil  or  you  speaki. 

to  act  the  sprites  upon  the  occasion:  especially  as  its  Answer  me,  I  conjure  you!  speak  openlv — on  what 

length  and  shape  gave  him  some  idea  tliat  it  was  a  dangerous  scheme  are  you  engaged  7  where  is  your 

spot  whea*  the  Dold  thunder  might  in  many  ways  be  father?  why  are  you  here?— wherefore  do  you  run 

imitated.  so  deadly  a  venture?— Speak,  I  conjure  you,  Alios 

Determined  to  ascertain  the  truth  if  possible,  he  Lei>!" 

placed  his  light  on  a  table  in  the  vestibule,  and  ap-  "  She  whom  you  call  on  is  at  the  distance  of  milei 

plied  himself  to  open  the  door  into  the  gallery.    At  from  this  spot.     What  if  her  Genius  speaks  wheo 

this  point  he  found  himself  strongly  opposed,  either  she  is  absent  ?— what  if  the  soul  of  an  ancestress  of 

by  a  bolt  drawn,  or,  as  he  rather  conceived,  by  some-  hers  and  yours  were  now  addressing  you?— what 

body  from  within  resisting  his  attempt.    He  was    if" 

induced  to  believe  the  latter,  because  the  resistance  "Nay,"  answered  Everard,  "but  what  if  the  dear- 
slackened  and  was  renewed,  like  that  of  human  est  of  human  biiings  has  caught  a  touch  of  her  ia- 
strengtli.  instead  of  presenting  the  permanent  oppo-  tiler's  enthusiasm  7— what  if  she  ise.xposing  herpei^ 
sition  of  an  inanimate  obstacle.  Though  Everard  son  to  danger,  her  reputation  to  scandal,  by  traversiiK 
was  a  strong  and  active  young  man,  he  exhausted  in  disguise  and  darkness  a  house  filled  with  armea 
his  strength  in  the  vain  attempt  to  open  the  door;  men?  Speak  to  me,  my  fair  cousin,  in  your  own 
and  having  paused  to  take  breath,  was  about  to  re-  person.  I  am  furnished  with  powers  to  protect  my 
new  his  efforts  with  foot  and  shoulder,  and  to  call  uncle,  Sir  Henry— to  protect  you  too,  dearest  Alioe. 
at  the  same  time  for  assistance,  when  to  his  surprise,  even  against  the  consequences  of  this  visionary  and 
on  again  attempting  the  door  more  gently,  in  order  wild  attempt  Speak— 1  sec  where  you  are,  and,  with 
to  ascertain  if  possible  where  the  strength  of  the  op-  all  my  respect,  I  caimot  submit  to  be  thus  practised 
posing  obstacle  was  situated,  he  found  it  g^ve  way  to  upon.  Trust  me— trust  your  cousin  Markham  with 
a  very  slight  impulsf.',  some  impediment  fell  broken  your  hand,  and  believe  that  he  will  die  or  place  youin 
to  the  ground,  and  the  door  flew  wide  open.    The  gust  honourable  safety." 

of  wind,  occasioned  by  the  sudden  opening  of  the  door,  As  he  spoke,  he  exercised  his  eyes  as  keenly  as  po^* 

blew  out  the  candle,  and  Everard  was  left  in  dark-  sible  to  detect  where  the  speaker  stood;  and  it  seemed 

ness,  save  where  the  moonshine,  which  the  long  side-  to  him,  that  about  three  yards  from  hiiii  there  was  a 

row  of  latticed  windows  dimmed,  could  imperfectly  shadowy  form,  of  which  he  could  not  discern  even 

force  its  way  into  the  gallery,  which  lay  in  ghostly  the  outhnc,  placed  as  it  was  within  the  deep  and  pro- 

lenirth  before  him.  longed  shadow  thrown  by  a  8[>ace  of  wall  intcrreD- 

The  melancholy  and  doubtful  twilight  was  increased  ing  betv^nxt  two  windows,  upon  that  side  of  the 
byaquantiiyof  creeping  plants  on  the  outside,  which,  room  from  which  the  light  w^as  admitted.  He  cn- 
since  all  had  been  neglected  in  these  ancient  halls,  deavourcd  to  calculate,  a^  well  as  ho  could,  the  di»> 
now  completely  overgrown,  had  in  some  instances  tancebclwixthimself  and  the  object  which  he  watch- 
greatly  diminished,  and  in  others  almost  quite  choked  cd,  under  the  impression,  that  if,  bvr  even  using  a 
up,  the  space  of  the  lattices,  extending  between  the  slight  degree  of  compulsion,  he  coula  detach  his  oe- 
heavy  stone  shaft-work  which  divided  the  windows,  loved  Alice  from  the  confederacy  into  which  he  sup- 
both  lengthways  and  across.  On  the  other  side  there  posed  her  father's  zeal  for  the  cause  of  royalty  had 
were  no  windows  at  all,  and  the  gallery  had  betn  engaged  her,  he  would  be  rendering  them  both  the 
once  hung  round  with  paintings,  chiefly  portraits,  bv  moJ>t  essential  favour.  He  could  not  indeed  but  con- 
which  that  side  of  the  apartment  had  been  adomou.  chide,  that  however  successfully  the  plot  which  be 
Most  of  the  pictures  had  been  removed,  yet  the  empty  ronceivetl  to  be  in  agitation  had  proceeded  against 
frames  of  some,  and  the  tattered  remnants  of  others,  the  timid  BIctson,  the  stupid  Deshorough,  and  the 
were  still  visibljB  along  the  extent  of  the  wastcgallery ;  crazy  Harrison,  there  was  little  doubt  that  at  length 
the  look  of  which  was  so  desolate,  and  it  appear^  so  their  artifice  must  necessarily  bring  shame  and  dan- 
well  adapted  for  mischief,  supposing  there  were  ene-  gcron  those  engaged  in  it. 

mica  near  him,  that  Everard  could  not  help  panaing  It  must  also  be  remembered,  that  Everord'a  afieo- 

at  the  entrance,  and  recommending  himself  to  Goo,  tion  to  his  cousin,  although  of  the  most  respectful 

ere,  drawing  his  sword,  he  advanced  into  the  apart-  and  devoted  character,  partook  less  of  the  distaoK 

ment.  treading  as  lightly  as  possible,  and  keeping  in  veneration  which  a  lover  of  those  days  entertained 

the  shadow  as  much  as  he  could.  for  the  lady  whom  he  worshipped  with  humble  diffi- 

Markham  Everard  was  by  rio  means  superstitious,  denee,  than  of  the  fond  and  familiar  feelings  which  a 

but  he  had  the  usual  credulity  of  the  times;  and  brother  entertains  towards  a  younger  sister,  whom  be 

though  he  did  not  yield  easily  to  tales  of  supernatural  thinks  himself  entitl«»d  to  guide,  advise,  and  even  in 

yisitationa,  yet  he  could  not  help  thinking  ho  was  some  degree  to  control.    So  kindly  and  intimate  had 

m  the  very  atuation,  where,  if  such  things  were  ever  been  theu-  intercourse,  that  he  had  little  more  hesita- 

P^Jfp^ttod,  they  might  be  expected  to  take  place,  tion  in  endeavouring  to  arrest  her  progress  in  the  dait- 

while  ma  own   stealthy  and  ill-assured  pace,  his  gerous  course  in  which  she  seemed  to  bo  engaged, 

drawn  weapon  and  extended  arma^  being  the  very  even  at  the  risk  of  giving  her  momentary  onenoe^ 
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tktn  he  would  hare  had  in  anatching  her  from  a  tor- 
mt  or  confla^rration,  at  the  chance  of  hurting  her  bv 
the  violf occ  of  his  grasp.  All  this  passed  through 
hiB  mind  in  the  course  of  a  single  minute ;  and  Tie 
Riolvfd  at  ail  e\-eut8  to  detain  her  on  the  spot,  and 
coflnpci  if  possible,  an  explanation  from  her. 

With  thn  purpose,  Everard  again  conjured  his 
eooFO,  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  to  cive  up  this  idle 
tad  dangerous  mummery ;  and  lending  an  accurate 
ear  to  her  answer,  endeavoureil  from  the  sound  to 
ei lev  late  as  neariy  as  possible  the  distance  between 
thr-m. 

•*!  am  not  she  for  whom  you  take  me,"  said  the 
Toice;  "and  dearer  n^ards  than  aught  connected 
wi'.h  her  life  or  death,  bid  roe  warn  you  to  keep  aloof; 
anrt  leare  this  plact*. 

"Xot  till  I  have  convinced  you  of  your  childish 
(jUr,"  raid  the  Colonel,  springing  forward,  and  cn- 
deivi>uring  to  catch  hold  of  her  who  spoke  to  him. 
But  no  ff  male  form  was  within  his  gmq:).  On  the 
coiitrar\',  he  was  met  hy  a  shock  which  could  come 
from  no  woman's  arm,  and  which  was  nide  enough 
loffreich  him  on  his  back  on  the  floor.  At  the  same 
time  he  felt  the  point  of  a  sword  at  his  throat,  and  his 
binds  so  completely  mastered,  that  not  the  slightest 
defence  remained  to  him. 

"A  cr\'  for  a»aistance,"  said  a  voice  near  him^but 
■ot  That  which  he  had  hitherto  heard,  "  will  be  stifled 
D  your  blood !— No  harm  is  meant  you^bc  wise,  and 
benlent." 

The  fi  arof  death,  which  Everard  had  often  braved 
in  th'*  fie  Id  of  battle,  became  more  intense  Jis  he  felt 
himf^It  m  the  hands  of  unknown  assassins,  and  to- 
tiLv  devoid  of  all  means  of  defence.  The  sharp  point 
of  the  ffword  pncked  his  bare  throat,  and  the  foot  of 
biai  who  held  it  was  upon  his  breast.  He  felt  as  if  a 
Kogle  thrust  would  put  an  end  to  life,  and  all  the 
femish  joys  and  sorrows  which  agitate  us  so  strange- 
1t.  and  fn>m  which  we  are  yet  so  reluctant  to  part. 
Lar^  drops  of  perspiration  stood  upon  his  forehead 
Hls  htart  throbbed,  as  if  it  would  burst  from  its 
ooofinement  in  the  bosom— he  experienced  the  agony 
vhidi  icrar  imposes  on  the  brave  man,  acute  in  pro- 
portion to  that  w*hich  pain  inflicts  when  it  subdues  the 
nbif«t  and  healthv. 

"Cousin  Alice,  —he  attempted  to  speak,  and  the 
prord's  point  pressed  his  throat  yet  more  closely, 
-TouTin,  lot  mc  not  be  murdered  in  a  manner  so 
forfu)  I'' 

"I  iftll  you."  replied  the  voice,  "that  you  speak  to 
ooe  who  IS  not  here ;  but  your  life  i»  ndt  aimed  at, 
potided  vou  swenr  on  your  faiih  as  a  CliiiHtiaii,  nml 
yoor  honour  as  a  gentleman,  that  you  will  concenl 
vhat  has  happenrrd,  whether  from  the  people  below, 
orfrora  snv  other  p<^rson.  On  this  condition  yon  may 
ne:  and  if  you  wt-k  her  you  will  And  Alice  Lee  at 
Jocdine's  cottage  in  the  forest." 

*  Since  I  may  not  help  myself  otherwise,"  said 
Evinid.  "  I  swear,  as  I  have  a  sense  of  religion  and 
koDOiir.  I  will  say  nothing  of  this  violence,  nor  make 
ijnr  imrch  after  those  who  are  concerned  in  it." 

"For  that  we  care  nothing,"  said  the  voice.  "Thou 
hsM  an  example  how  well  ihou  mayst  catch  mischief 
«B  ihr  own  part ;  but  we  are  in  case  to  defy  thee.  Rise 
lod  begone!" 

Tbf'fooi,  the  sword' 8-point,  were  withdrnuTi,  and 
Everard  was  about  to  start  up  hastily,  when  the 
voice,  in  the  same  softness  ot  tone  which  distin- 
Kbirhed  it  nt  first,  said,  "No  haste— cold  and  hare 
9tr{  is  yet  around  thee.  Now— now— now— [the 
«<mis  dyini;  away  as  at  a  distance]— thou  art  free. 
Beiw€r»t  and  be  safe." 

M.irkhnin  Everard  arose,  and,  in  rising,  emhar- 
niyd  his  feel  with  his  own  sword,  whicli  ho  had 
dMUic-d  when  springing  forward,  as  he  supposed,  to 
lav  bold  of  his  fair  cousin.  He  snatched  it  up  in 
ki^if^  and  as  his  hand  clasped  the  hilt,  his  courage, 
vbica  had  given  way  under  the  apprehension  of  m- 
Ki(.t  death,  began  to  return;  he  considered,  with 
1^'tft  hi<)  usual  composure,  what  was  to  be  done 
BexL  Deet'ly  affronted  at  the  disgrace  which  he  had 
nstaincd,  he  questioned  for  an  instant  whether  he 
««lii  to  ker;p  bis  extorted  promise,  or  should  not 
ntW  summon  ajustanoei  and  make  haste  to  disco- 


ver and  seize  tliose  who  had  been  recently  engaged 
in  such  violence  on  his  person.  But  these  persons, 
bo  they  who  they  would,  had  had  his  life  in  their 
power— he  had  pledged  his  word  in  ransomof  it— and 
what  was  more,  he  could  not  divest  himself  of  the 
idea  that  his  b(>loved  Alice  was  a  confidant,  at  least, 
if  not  an  actor,  in  the  confederacy  which  had  thus 
baffled  him.  This  prepossession  determined  his  con- 
duct ;  for,  though  angry  at  supposing  she  must  have 
been  accessory  to  his  personal  ill-treatment,  he  could 
not  in  any;  event  think  of  an  instant  search  through 
the  mansion,  which  might  have  compromised  her 
safety,  or  that  of  his  uncle.  "  Hut  I  will  to  the  hut," 
he  said— "I  will  instantly  to  the  hut,  ascertain  her 
share  in  this  wild  and  dangerous  confederacy,  and 
snatch  her  from  ruin,  if  it  be  possible." 

As.  under  the  influence  of  the  resolution  which  he 
had  formed.  Everard  gropnl  his  way  through  the  gal- 
len',  and  regained  the  vestibule,  he  heanl  his  name 
called  by  the  well-known  voice  ofWildrake.  "What 
—ho  !—nolla !— Colonel  Everard— Mark  Everard— it 
is  dark  as  the  devil's  mouth— speak— where  are  you? 
—The  witches  are  keeping  their  hellish  sabbath  here, 
as  I  think.— Where  arc  you?" 

"Here,  here!"  answered  Everard.  "Cease  your 
bawling.    Turn  to  the  left,  and  you  will  meet  me." 

fiuided  by  his  voice,  W^ildrake  soon  appeared,  with 
a  light  hi  one  hand,  and  his  drawn  sword  in  the 
other.  "Where  have  you  been  ?"  ho  said—"  what  has 
detained  you  ?— Here  are  Bletson  and  the  bnitc  Des 
l)orough  tcrrifledout  of  their  lives,  and  Harrison  rav 
ing  mad,  because  the  devil  will  not  be  civil  enough  to 
rise  to  fight  him  in  single  duello." 

"  Saw  or  heard  you  nothing  as  you  came  along?" 
said  Everard. 

"Nothing,"  said  his  friend,  "excepting  that  when 
I  first  entered  this  cursed  ruinous  labyrinth,  the  light 
was  struck  out  of  my  hand,  as  if  by  a  switch,  which 
obliged  me  to  return  for  another." 

"  I  must  come  hy  a  horse  instantly,  Wildrake,  and 
another  for  thyself,  if  it  be  possible." 

"  We  can  taVe  two  of  those  lielominng  to  the  troop 
ers,"  answered  Wildrake.    "But  for  what  purpose 
should  wc  run  away,  like  rats,  at  this  time  in  the  eve- 
ning ?— Is  the  house  falling  7" 

"  I  cannot  answer  you."  said  the  Colonel,  pushing 
furwanl  into  a  room  where  there  were  some  remains 
of  furniture. 

Here  the  cavalier  took  a  more  strict  view  of  his  per^ 
son,  and  exclaimed  in  wonder,  "What  the  devil  have 
you  been  fishting  with.  Markham,  that  has  bedizened 
you  after  this  sorr>'  fashion  ?" 

"Fighting!"  exclaimed  Everard. 

"Yfs,"  rpplied  his  trusty  attendant,  "I  say  fight- 
ing.   I^k  at  yourself  in  the  mirror." 

He  did,  and  saw  he  was  covered  with  dust  and 
blood.  The  latter  proceeded  from  a  scratch  which  he 
had  received  in  the  throat,  as  he  stnigsled  to  arricate 
himself.  With  unafTt'cted  alarm,  Wildrake  undid  his 
friend's  collar,  and  with  eager  haste  proceeded  to  exa- 
mine the  wound,  his  hands  trembling,  and  his  e\'ee 
slisiening  with  apprehension  for  his  benefactor's  fife. 
When,  in  spite  ot  Everard'a  opposition,  he  had  exa- 
mined the  hurt,  and  found  it  tnfling,  he  resumed  the 
natural  wildness  of  his  character,  [»erhaps  the  more 
readily  that  he  had  felt  shame  in  dc*parting  from  it, 
into  one  which  expressed  more  of  fetling  than  he 
would  be  thought  to  possess. 

"If  that  be  the  devil's  work,  Mark."  said  he,  "the 
foul  fiend's  claws  are  not  nigh  so  formidable  as  they 
are  represented  ;  hut  no  one  shall  say  that  your  blood 
has  been  shed  imrevenifed,  while  Roger  Wildrake  was 
hy  voiir  side.  Where  left  you  this  same  imp  ?  I  will 
back  to  the  field  of  fight,  confront  him  with  my  ra- 
pier, and  were  his  nails  ten-penny  nnils,  and  his  teeth 
as  long  as  those  of  a  harrow,  he  shall  render  me  rea- 
son for  the  injury  he  has  done  you." 

"Madness— mad nes** !"  exclaimed  Everard ;  "I had 
this  trifling  hurt  by  a  fall— a  basin  and  towel  will 
wipe  it  away.  Mean  while,  if  you  will  ever  do  me 
kindness,  get  the  troop-horses— command  them  for 
the  service  of  the  public,  in  the  name  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  General.  I  will  hut  wash,  and  join  you  in 
an  instant  before  the  gate." 
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"  Well,  I  will  terve  joa,  Evefsrd,  as  a  mate  serves 
the  Grand  Sijniior,  without  knowing  wbjr  or  where- 
fore. But  wm  you  go  without  seeing  these  people 
below?" 

**  Without  seeing  any  one,"  said  Evenird ;  "lose  no 
time,  for  God's  sakei" 

He  found  out  the  non-commissioned  officer,  and 
demanded  the  hones  in  a  tone  of  authority,  to  which 
the  corporal  yielded  undisputed  obedience,  as  one 
well  aware  of  Colonel  Everaid's  military  rank  and 
consequence.  So  all  was  in.  a  minute  or  two  ready 
for  the  expedition. 


CHAPTER  Xlli. 
-She  kneel'd,  and  ninUike 


Cait  bar  ofM  tohesteo,  and  pny'd  denmtly. 


no. 


CoLOHKL  EvxaABD's  departure  at  the  late  hour,  for 
so  it  was  then  thought,  ot  seven  in  the  eveninf^  ex- 
cited much  speculation.  There  was  a  gathenngof 
menials  and  dependants  in  the  outer  chamber,  or  hall, 
for  no  one  doubted  that  bis  sudden  departure  was 
owing  to  his  havinn^  as  thev  expressed  it,  seen  some- 
thing^' and  all  desired  to  know  how  a  man  of  such 
aduowledged  courage  as  Everatd,  looked  under  the 
awe  of  a  recent  apparition.  But  he  gave  them  no 
time  to  make  oomrnents;  for.  striding  through  the 
hall  wrapt  in  his  riding  suit,  he  threw  himself  on  norse- 
back,  and  rode  furiously  through  the  Chase^  towards 
the  hut  of  the  keeper  Joliffe. 

It  was  the  disposition  of  Harkham  Evenrd  to  be 
hot,  keen,  earnest,  impatient,  and  decisive  to  adeg^ 
of  precipitation.  The  acouired  habits  which  education 
had  taught,  and  which  the  strong  moral  and  religious 
discipline  of  his  sect  had  greatly  strengthened,  were 
snch  as  to  enable  him  to  conceal,  as  well  as  to  check, 
this  constitutional  violence,  and  to  place  him  upon  his 
f^rd  against  indulging  it  But  when  in  the  hii^ 
tide  of  violent  excitation,  the  natural  impetuosity  of 
the  young  soldier's  temper  was  sometimes  apt  to  over- 
come these  artificial  obstacles^  and  then,  like  a  torrent 
foaming  over  a  wear,  it  became  more  furious,  as  if  in 
revenge  for  the  constrained  calm  which  it  had  been  for 
•ome  time  obliged  to  assume.  In  these  instances  he 
was  accustomed  to  see  only  that  point  to  which  his 
thoughts  were  bent,  and  to  move  straight  towards  it, 
whether  a  moral  object,  or  the  storming  of  a  breach, 
without  either  calculating,  or  even  appearing  to  see, 
the  difficulties  which  were  before  him. 

At  nresent,  his  ruling  and  impelling  motive  was  to 
detach  his  beloved  cousin,  if  possible,  from  the  dan- 
gerous and  discreditable  machinations  in  which  he 
suspected  her  to  have  engaged,  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  discover  that  she  realty  had  no  concern  with  these 
stratafl^Bms.  He  should  know  how  to  judge  of  that 
in  some  measure,  he  thought,  by  finding  her  present 
or  abseol  at  the  hnt,  towards  which  he  was  now  gal- 
loping. He  had  read,  indeed,  in  some  ballad  or  min- 
strel's tale,  of  a  singular  deception  practised  on  a 
jealous  old  man,  by  means  of  a  subterranean  com- 
municatbn  between  his  house  and  that  of  a  neighbour, 
which  the  lady  in  question  made  use  of  to  present 
herself  in  the  two  places  alternately,  with  such  speed, 
and  so  much  address,  that,  after  repeated  experiments, 
the  dotard  was  deceived  into  the  opinion,  that  his 
wife,  and  the  lady  who  was  so  Tery  like  her,  and  to 
whom  his  neighbour  paid  so  much  attention,  were 
two  diflferent  persons.  But  in  the  present  case  there 
was  no  room  for  such  a  deception ;  the  distance  was 
too  great,  and  as  he  took  by  much  the  nearest  way 
from  the  castle,  and  rode  full  speed,  it  would  be  im- 
possible, he  knew,  for  his  (»usin,  who  was  a  timorous 
horsewoman  even  by  dayUght,  to  have  got  home  before 
him. 

Her  father  might  indeed  be  displeased  at  his  inter- 
ference \  but  what  title  had  he  to  be  so  1— Was  not 
Alice  Lee  the  near  relation  of  his  blood,  the  dearest 
object  of  his  heart  and  would  he  now  abstain  from  an 
etfort  to  save  her  irom  the  consequences  of  a  silly  and 
wild  conspiracy,  because  the  old  knight's  spleen  might 
be  awakened  by  Rveiard's  makingnis  appearance  at 
their  present  dwelling  contrary  to  his  commands? 
No.  He  would  endure  the  oki  man's  harsh  language, 


as  he  endured  the  blast  of  the  antomn  wind,  which 
was  howlins;  around  him,  and  swinging  the  crashing 
branches  of  the  trees  under  which  hie  passed,  bat 
could  not  oppose,  or  even  retard,  his  journey. 

If  he  found  not  Alice,  as  he  had  reason  to  believe 
she  would  be  absent,  to  Sir  Henry  Lee  himself  he 
would  explain  what  he  had  witnessed.  However  she 
mi^t  have  become  accessory  to  the  juggling  trickn 
penormed  at  Woodstock,  he  coiikl  not  out  think  it 
was  without  her  father's  knowledge,  so  severe  a  jndoe 
was  the  old  knight  of  female  propnety,  and  so  stnct  an 
assertor  of  female  decorum.  He  would  take  the  same 
opportunity,  he  thought,  of  statiiu  to  bun  the  well- 
grounded  hopes  he  entertained,  that  his  dwelling  at 
the  Lodge  might  be  prolonged,  and  the  sequestrators 
removed  fix>m  the  royal  mansion  and  domains^  bf 
other  means  than  those  of  the  absurd  apedes  of  in- 
timidation which  seemed  to  be  resorted  in  to  sense 
them  firom  thence. 

All  this  seemed  to  be  so  much  within  the  line  of  bis 
duty  as  a  relative,  that  it  was  not  until  he  halttd  at 
the  door  of  the  ranger's  hut,  and  threw  his  bridle  iaio 
Wildrake's  hand,  that  Everaid  recollected  the  fiery, 
high,  and  unbending  charai^  of  Sir  Henry  I^ee^ 
and  felt,  even  when  his  finflers  were  on  the  latdi.  a 
reluctance  to  intrude  himsdf  upon  the  pieaenoe  of  om 
irritable  old  knight 

But  there  was  no  time  for  hesitatioii.  Bervii^  who 
had  already  bayed  more  than  once  from  withm  the 
Lodges  was  growing  impatient,  and  Everard  had  hot 
just  time  to  bid  Wudriko  bold  the  horses  nntil  he 
should  send  Joceline  to  his  asostance,  wh^told  Joan 
unpinned  the  door,  to  demand  who  was  without  at 
that  time  of  the  night  To  have  attempted  any  thiniK 
like  an  explanation  with  poor  dame  Joaa  would  have 
been  quite  hopeless;  the  Coloo^  therenHe,  put  bet 
gently  aside,  and  shaking  himselt  loose  from  the  hold 
she  had  laid  on  his  cloak,  entered  the  kitchen  of  Joee- 
line's  dwelling.  Bevis,  who  had  advanced  to  support 
Joan  in  her  opposition,  humbled  his  lion-port,  widi 
that  wonderful  instinct  which  makes  his  race  ro> 
member  so  long  those  with  whom  they  have  beep 
fomiliar,  and  admowledged  his  master's  r^tive,  be 
domg  homage  in  hisfietfrnoii,  with  his  head  and  taiL 

Colonel  Everard,  more  uncertain  in  his  pmuoss 
every  moment  as  the  necessity  of  its  execution  drew 
near,  stole  over  the  floor  like  one  who  trrads  in  a 
sick  chamber,  and  opening  the  door  of  the  intoior 
apartment  with  a  alow  and  trembling  hand,  as 
he  would  have  withdrawn  the  curtains  dl  a  dying 
friend,  he  saw,  within,  the  scene  which  we  aie  aooot 
to  describe. 

Sir  Henry  Lee  sat  in  a  wicker  arm-chair  by  the 
fire.  He  was  wrapped  in  a  doak,  and  his  limbs  ex- 
tended on  a  stooL  as  if  he  were  suftriqg  from  gout 
or  indisposition.  His  Long  white  beanT&wing  over 
the  dark-coloured  garment,  gave  him  more  the  a|K 
pearanoe  of  a  hermit  than  of  an  aged  soldier  or  man 
of  quality ;  and  that  character  was  increased  by  the 
deep  and  devout  attention  with  which  he  Ustened 
to  a  respectable  old  man,  whose  dflapidated  drees 
showed  still  something  of  the  clerical  h&it,  and  who. 
with  a  low,  but  full  and  deep  voice,  was  reading  the 
Evening  Service  according  to  the  Cnuxehof  En^and. 
Alice  Lee  kneeled  at  the  teet  of  her  fother,  and^ade 
the  responses  with  a  voice  that  m«ht  have  seiteid  the 
choir  of  angels,  and  a  modest  ana  serious  devotion, 
which  suited  the  melody  of  her  tone.  The  face  of  the 
officiating  clergyman  would  have  been  good-kwking, 
had  it  not  been  disfigured  with  a  black  patch  whiS 
covered  the  left  eye  and  a  part  of  his  face,  and  had 
not  the  features  which  were  visible  been  marked  with 
the  traces  of  care  and  suflering. 

When  Colonel  Evenrd  entered,  the  clergyman 
raised  his  finger,  as  cautioning  him  to  forbear  dis- 
turbing the  divine  service  of  the  evening,  and  pointed 
to  a  seat;  to  which^  strack  deeply  with  the  scene  he 
bad  witnessed,  the  mtruder  stole  with  as  light  a  step 
as  possible,  arid  knelt  devoudy  down  aa  one  of  the 
little  congregation. 

Everard  had  been  bred  by  his  father  what  was 
called  a  Puritan;  a  member  of  a  sect  who,  in  the 
primitive  sense  of  the  word,  were  persons  tnat  did 
not  except  against  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of 
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EngiaiuL  or  even  in  all  respects  agunst  its  faieraichy, 
bat  dbkay  diasented  from  it  on  the  Babject  of  certain 
eeremonieSk  habitat  and  fonns  of  ritual,  which  were 
BDMSted  npoo  by  the  celebrated  and  unfinrtunateLaud, 
with  iU-timed  tenacity.  But  even  if,  from  the  habits 
of  his  fttber's  hoosei  Everard's  opinions  had  been 
diametncally  opposed  to  the  doctrines  of  the  EngUsh 
Chnrcb^  he  mftst  have  been  reoonciled  to  them  by  the 
legidaaty  with  which  the  service  was  poformed  in 
his  nncle^s  family  at  Woodstock,  who,  during  the 
blossom  of  his  fortunes,  generally  had  a  chaplam  re- 
aahiiff  in  the  Lodge  for  that  special  purpose. 

Yet  deep  as  was  the  habitual  Teneration  with 
which  he  beard  the  iropreaaive  service  of  the  Ghurdi, 
Evetard's  eyes  could  not  help  straying  towards  Alice, 
and  his  thoughts  wandering  to  the  purpose  of  his 
prassnce  there.  She  seemed  to  have  recognised  him 
at  OBoe,  for  there  was  a  deeper  glow  than  usual  upon 
bv  cheek,  her  fingers  trembled  as  they  turned  the 
leaves  of  her  prayerbook,  snd  her  voice,  lately  as  firm 
as  it  was  melodions,  faltered  when  she  repeated  the 
wpwsea.  It  appeared  to  Everard,  ss  for  as  be  conld 
eottaet  by  the  stolen  glances  which  he  directed 
towards  her,  thst  the  character  of  her  beauty,  as  well 
asof  her  oatwsrd  appearance,  had  changed  vrithher 
fortunes. 

The  beautiful  and  high-bom  youne  lady  had  now 
approached  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  brown  stuff 
mm  of  an  ordinaiy  village  maiden ;  but  what  she 
bed  lost  in  ^ayety  of  sppearace,  she  had  gained  as  it 
seemed  in  dupiity.  Her  beautifiu  light>brown  tresses, 
DOW  folded  around  her  head,  and  only  curled  where 
oatnie  had  so  arranged  them,  gave  her  an  air  of 
UBpbdty,  which  did  not  exist  when  her  headdress 
ihowed  the  skill  of  a  curious  tire-woman.    A  ly^ht 
JMons  air,  with  something  of  s  humorous  expression, 
wnich  seemed  to  be  looking  for  amusement,  hsa 
vanished  before  the  touch  of  affliction,  and  a  calm 
melancholy  supplied  its  place,  which  seemed  on  the 
watch  to  administer  comfort  to  others.    Perhaps  the 
foraier  arch,  though  innocent  expression  of  coun- 
tenance, was  uppermost  in  her  lover's  recollection, 
when  he  concluded  that  Alice  had  acted  a  part  in  the 
distorbanoes  which  had  taken  place  at  the  Lodge. 
It  is  certain,  that  when  he  now  looked  upon  her,  it 
was  with  shame  for  having  nourished  such  a  suspi- 
dooj  and  the  resolution  to  believe  rather  that  the 
devu  had  imitated  her  voice,  than  that  a  creature, 
who  seemed  so  much  above  the  feelinss  of  this 
world,  and  so  nearly  allied  to  the  purity  of  the  next, 
dnnu  have  had  the  indelicacy  to  mmgle  in  such 
fliancBuvres  as  he  himself  and  others  hsd  been  snb- 
jeeted  to. 

These  thoughts  shot  through  his  mind,  in  spite  of 
the  impropriety  of  indulging  them  at  such  s  moment 
The  serriee  now  spproached  the  cbse ;  and  a  good 
deal  to  Colonet  ETerard's  surprise  as  well  as  <con- 
fiaion,  the  officiating  priest,  in  firm  and  audible  tone, 
and  with  every  attribute  of  dignity,  prayed  to  the 
Almighty  to  bless  and  preserve  *'Our  Sovereign 
Loid,  King  Charleathe  lawful  and  nndoubted  King 
of  these  realms."    The  petition  (in  those  days  most 
dangerous)  was  pronounced  with  a  full,  raised,  and 
distinct  articulation,  as  if  the  priest  challenged  all 
who  heard  him  to  oissent  if  they  dared.    If  the  re- 
publican officer  dkl  not  assent  to  the  petition,  he 
thought  at  least  it  was  no  time  to  protest  sgainst  it. 
TIm  service  was  concluded  in  the  usual  manner; 
and  the  little  congregation  arose.    It  now  included 
Wildiake,  who  hsd  entered  during  the  latter  prayer, 
and  was  the  first  of  the  iNtrty  to  speak,  running  up^  to 
ihe  priest,  and  shaking  him  by  the  hand  most  heartily, 
swearing  st  the  same  time,  that  he  truly  rejoiced  to 
see  him.    The  good  clergyman  returned  the  pressure 
with  s  smile,  observing  be  should  have  believed  his 
asseverstion  without  an  oath.    In  the  mean  while, 
,    GokMiel  Everard,  approaching  his  uncle's  seat,  made 
a  deep  inclination  of  respect,  first  to  Sir  Henry  Lee, 
'    and  then  to  Alice,  whose  colour  now  spread  from  her 
cheek  to  her  brow  and  bosom. 
"I  have  to  crave  your  excuse,"  said  the  Colonel 
<   with  hesitation,  "for  having  chosen  for  my  visit, 
I   which  I  dare  not  hope  would  he  very  aareeable  at  any 
time,  a  season  most  peeuliaHy  unsmtable." 


"So  far  from  it,  nephew,"  answered  Sir  Henry, 
with  much  more  mildness  of  manner  than  Everara 
had  dared  to  expect,  "  that  yotir  visits  st  other  times 
would  be  much  more  welcome^  bad  we  the  fortune  to 
see  you  often  at  our  hours  of  worship." 

"I  hope  the  time  will  soon  come,  sir,  when  Eng- 
lishmen of  all  sects  and  denominations,"  replied 
Everard,  "will  be  free  in  conscience  to  worship  in 
common  the  great  Father^  whom  they  all  after  their 
manner  call  by  that  affectionate  name." 

"I  hope  so  too,  nephew,"  said  the  old  man  in  the 
same  unaltered  tone ;  "  ana  we  will  not  at  present  dis- 
pute, whether  you  would  have  the  Church  of  Eofi^and 
coalesce  with  the  Conventicle,  or  the  Conventicle 
conform  to  the  Church.  It  was,  I  ween,  not  to  settle 
jamng  oreed^  that  you  have  honoured  our  poor  dwell- 
ing, where,  to  say  the  truth,  we  diuad  scarce  have 
expected  to  see  you  sgain,  so  coarse  was  our  latt 
welcome." 

"I  should  be  hsppy  to  believe,"  said  Colonel  Eve- 
rard, hesitating  "that— that— in  short  my  presence 
was  not  now  so  im  welcome  here  sson  that  occasion." 
"Nephew,"  said  Sir  Henry,  "I  will  be  frank  with 
you.  When  you  were  last  here,  I  thought  you  had 
stolen  from  me  a  precious  pearL  which  at  one  timeat 
would  have  been  my  prido  and  happiness  to  have  be- 
stowed on  you ;  but  which,  being;  such  as  you  hsve 
been  of  late,  I  would  bury  in  the  depths  of  the  earth 
rather  than  give  to  your  keeping.  This  somewhat 
chafed,  as  honest  Will  says,  *  the  rash  humour  which 
my  mother  gave  me.'  I  thought  I  was  robbed,  snd  I 
thought  I  saw  the  robber  before  me.  I  am  mistaken 
—I  am  not  robbed ;  and  the  attempt  withoat  the  deed 
I  can  pardon." 

. "  I  would  not  willingly  seeP  offence  in  your  words, 
sir,"  said  Colonel  Everard,  "  when  their  general  pur- 
port sounds  kind ;  but  I  can  protest  before  Heaven, 
that  my  views  and  wishes  towards  you  and  your  fa- 
mily are  as  void  of  selfish  hopes  and  selfish  ends,  as 
they  are  fraught  with  love  to  you  and  to  yours." 

Let  us  hear  them,  man ;  we  are  not  much  accus- 
tomed to  good  wishes  now-s-daysj  and  their  very 
rarity  wiU  make  them  welcome." 

"  I  wot£d  willingly.  Sir  Henr]%  since  yon  might  not 
choose  me  to  jsive  you  a  more  anectionate  name,  con- 
vert those  wishes  into  something  efiectoal  for  your 
comfort.  Tour  £ite,  as  the  worldnow  stands,  is  bad, 
andj^iesr,  like  to  be  worse." 

"  Worse  than  I  expect  it  cannot  be.  Nephew,  I  do 
not  shrink  before  my  changes  of  fortune.  I  shall 
wear  coarser  cbthes,— I  shall  feed  on  more  ordinary 
food,— men  will  not  doff  their  cap  to  me  as  they  wera 
wont,  when  I  wai  the  great  and  the  wealthy.  What 
of  that  1  Old  Hairy  Lee  loved  his  honour  better  than 
his  title,  his  fiaith  better  than  hie  land  and  lordship. 
Have  I  not  seen  the  aoth  of  January  7  I  am  neither 
philomath  nor  aatrologer :  but  old  Will  teaches  me^ 
that  when  green  leaves  fall  winter  is  at  hand,  and  that 
darkness  will  come  when  the  sun  sets." 

"Bethink  you,  sir,"  said  Colonel  Everard,  "if; 
with  jut  any  submission  ssked,  any  oath  taken,  any 
engagement  imposed,  express  or  tacit,  excepting  that 
yoi  are  not  to  excite  disturbances  in  the  public  peaces 
you  can  be  restored  to  your  residence  in  the  Lodge, 
and  your  usual  fortunes  and  perquiaites  there— I  have 
great  reason  to  hope  this  may  be  permitted,  if  not  ex- 
pressly, at  least  on  sufferance." 

"  Yes,  I  understsnd  vou.  I  am  to  be  treated  like 
the  royal  coin,  rasrked  with  the  ensign  of  the  Rump 
to  make  it  pass  current,  although  I  am  too  old  to  have 
the  royal  insignia  grinded  off  from  me.  Kinsmsn,  I 
will  have  none  of  this.  I  have  lived  at  the  lodge  too 
long ;  and  let  me  tell  you,  I  had  left  it  in  scorn  long 
since,  but  for  the  orders  of  one  whom  I  may  yet  live 
to  do  service  to.  I  will  take  nothina  from  the  usurpers, 
be  their  name  Rump  or  Cromwell— be  they  one  devil 
or  legion— I  will  not  take  from  them  an  old  cap  to 
cover  my  gray  hairs— a  cast  cloak  to  protect  my  trail 
limbs  from  the  cold.  They  shall  not  say  they  have, 
by  their  unwilling  bounty,  made  Abraham  nch— I  will 
live,  as  I  vrill  die,  the  Loyal  Lee."     . 

"  May  I  hope  you  will  think  of  it  sir ;  snd  thst  you 
will,  perhap^  considering  whst  slight  submissien  is 
asked,  give  me  a  better  answer  1"  , 
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"  Sir,  if  I  retract  my  opinion,  which  is  not  my  woat, 
ybo  shall  hear  of  it— Aiiid  now,  cousin,  have  you  more 
to  say  7  We  keep  that  worthy  cleiKyman  in  the  outer 
room." 

"  Something  I  had  to  say— somethmg  toachmg  my 
coosin  Alice.''  said  Everard,  with  enobarraasroent ; 
"  but  I  fear  that  the  pr^udioes  of  both  are  so  strong 

against  me"— 

^*  Sir,  I  dare  torn  my  daughter  loose  to  you— I  will 

rejoin  the  good  doctor  in  dame  Joan's  apartment, 
am  not  unwilling  that  vou  should  know  that  the 
girl  hath,  in  all  reasonable  sort,  the  exercise  of  her 
nee  will." 

He  withdrew  and  left  the  cousins  together. 

Colonel  Everard  advanced  to  Alice,  and  was  about 
to  take  her  hand.  She  drew  back,  took  the  seat 
which  her  father  had  occupied,  and  pobited  oat  to 
htm  one  at  some  distance. 

**Are  we  then  so  much  estranged,  my  dearest 
Alice?"  he  said. 

*"  We  will  speak  of  that  presently,"  she  replied.  "  In 
the  first  placa  let  me  ask  the  cause  of  your  visit  here 
at  so  late  an  hour." 

"You  heard,"  said  Everard,  "what  I  stated  to  your 
father  7" 

"  I  did ;  but  that  seems  to  have  been  only  part  of 
your  enrand-'Something  there  seemed  to  be  which 
applied  particularly  to  me." 

'*It  was  a  fancy— a  'strange  mistake,"  answered 
Everard.  "May  I  ask  if  yon  have  been  abroad  this 
evening?"  • 

"  Certainly  not,"  she  replied.  "  I  have  small  tempt- 
ation to  wander  fit>m  my  present  home,  poor  aa  it 
is;  and  whilst  here,  Ihave  important  duties  to  dis- 
charge. But  why  does  Colonel  Everard  ask  so  strange 
a  question  7" 

"Tell  me  in  turn,  why  vour  cousin  Maikham 
has  lost  the  name  of  fnenoshtt)  and  kindred,  and 
even  of  some  nearer  feeling,  and  then  I  will  answer 
you,  Alice." 

"  It  is  soon  answered,"  she  said.  "  When  yon  drew 
your  sword  against  my  father's  cause— almost  against 
hisperson— Istudied,  more  than  f  should  have  done. 
to  nod  excuse  for  you.  I  knew,  that  is,  I  (bought  I 
knew,  your  high  feelings  of  public  duty— I  knew  the 
opinions  in  which  you  had  been  bred  up ;  aad  I  said,  I 
will  not  even  for  this,  cast  him  ofF— lie  opposes  his 
King  because  he  is  loyal  to  his  country.  Vou  en- 
deavoured to  avert  the  great  and  concicding  tragedy 
of  the  30th  of  January;  and  it  confirmed  roe  in  my 
opinion,  that  Markham  Everard  mighx  be  misled,  but 
could  not  be  base  or  selfish." 

**  And  what  has  changed  your  opinion,  Alice?  or 
who  dare,"  said  Everara,  reddenLig,  "  attach  such 
epithets  to  the  name  of  Markham  Everard?" 

"  I  am  no  subject,"  she  said,  "  for  exercising  your 
valour  Colonel  Everard.  nor  do  I  mean  to  ofiend. 
But  you  will  find  enough  of  others  who  will  avow, 
that  Colonel  Everard  is  truckling  to  the  usdrper 
Cromwell,  and  that  all  his  fair  pretexts  of  for- 
warding his  country's  hberoes,  aro  but  a  screen  for 
driving  a  bargain  with  the  successful  encroach  t. 
and  obtaining  the  beat  terms  be  can  for  himself  an  i 
his  family." 

"Formyself-Neverf 

"  But  for  your  family  you  ha v©— Yea,  I  am  well 
assured  that  you  have  pointed  out  to  the  military 
tyrant,  the  way  in  which  ne  and  his  satraps  may  mas- 
ter the  government.  Do  you  think  my  fother  or  I 
would  accept  an  asylum  purohased  at  the  price  of 
England's  kberty,  and  your  honour  7" 

Gracious  Heaven,  AUce,  what  is  this?  You 
accuse  me  of  pursuing  the  very  course  which  so  lately 
had  vour  approbation !"  , 

"  When  you  spoke  with  authority  of  vour  father, 
and  recommended  our  submission  to  the  existing 
government,  such  as  it  was,  I  own  I  thought— that 
my  father's  gray  head  might,  without  oishonoor, 
have  remained  under  the  roof  where  it  had  so  long 
been  sheltered.  But  did  your  father  sanction  your 
becoming  the  adviser  of  yonder  ambitious  soldier 
to  a  new  course  of  innovation,  and  his  abettor  in 
the  establishraent  of  a  new  species  of  tyranny  7— 
it  is  one  thing  to  submit  to  oppression,  another  to 


be  the  agent  of  tyrants— And  O,  Markham— chdr 
bkiodhound !" 

*'HowI  bloodhound?— what  mean  yoa?— I  own 
it  is  trae  I  could  see  with  content  the  wounds  of  tilia 
bleeding  country  stanched,  even  at  the  expense  ol 
bidding  Cromwell,  after  his  matchless  risk  take  a 
yet  further  step  to  power— but  to  be  his  UoodhooiMi! 
iVhat  is  your  meaning  7" 

'' It  is  falae.  then?— Ah,  I  thought  I  could  swenr  if 
had  been  false  I" 

"  What,  in  the  name  of  God,  ia  it  you  ask  T* 

"  It  IB  false  that  you  an  engaged  to  betray  the  fouag 
KiMC of  Scotland?" 

**  Betray  him !  /  betray  him,  or  any  fugitive  t  Ne- 
ver! I  would  he  were  well  out  of  Enjgland— I  would 
lend  him  my  aid  to  escape,  were  he  in  the  boose  at 
this  instant ;  and  think  m  acting  so  I  did  his  enemiee 
good  service,  by  preventing  their  soiling  themeehree 
with  his  blood— but  betray  tiim,  never!" 

*'  I  knew  it— I  was  sure  it  was  impossible.  Oh,  be 
yet  more  honest;  disengage  yourself  from  yonder 
gloomy  and  ambitious  soloaer !  Shun  ham  and  hs 
schemes,  which  are  formed  in  injuatice,  and  can  only 
be  realized  in  yet  more  blood  I" 

'*  BeUeve  me,"  replied  Everard,  **  that  I  choona  the 
line  of  poUcy  best  befitting  the  timea" 

"  Choose  that,"  ahe  said,  "  which  best  befits  dnthr, 
Maikham— which  best  befits  truth  and  honoor.  Do 
your  duty,  and  let  Providence  decide  the  reat — Fate- 
weU!  we  tempt  my  father'a  patience  too  fsi^-yoa 
know  his  tempei^-farewell,  Markham." 

She  extended  her  hand,  which  he  pressed  to  bv 
lips,  and  left  the  imartment  A  silent  bow  to  hie 
uncle,  and  a  sign  to  wildrake^  whom  he  found  in  the 
kitchen  of  the  cabin,  were  the  only  tokens  of  reoo0- 
nition  exhibited,  and  leaving  the  nut,  he 


mounted,  and  with  his  companion,  advanced  oo  hin 
return  to  the  Lodg& 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Deeds  ue  done  on  earth. 
Which  htve  their  paniihmeot  ere  the  earth 
Upon  the  perpetntora.    Be  it  the  woikiar 
Of  the  reaM>rae>stijr'd  rancr,  or  the  vkioD, 
Distinct  and  real,  of  unearthir  beinf , 
All  afes  witne««,  that  beside  the  eondh 
or  the  fell  homicide  oft  stalks  the  fhoat 
or  him  he  slew,  and  rtwwf  t^  tbmdawj 


EvsaABo  had  come  to  Joceline'a  hut  as  £ut  as 
horse  could  bear  him,  and  with  the  aame  impetnoaity 
of  purpose  as  of  speed.  He  saw  no  choice  in  the 
course  to  be  pursued,  and  felt  in  his  own  imaginatioQ 
the  strongest  right  to  direct,  and  even  reprove,  his 
cousin,  beloved  as  she  waa,  on  account  of  the  dan- 
gerous machinations  with  which  she  appeared  to  have 
connected  herself.  He  returned  slowlV,  and  in  a  very 
different  mood. 

Not  only  had  Alice,  prudent  as  beantifiiL  appeared 
completely  free  from  the  weakness  of  oonaoct  which 
seemed  to  give  him  some  authoritv  over  her,  but  her 
views  of  policy,  if  less  practicable,  were  ao  much 
more  direct  and  noble  than  his  own,  as  led  him  to 
question  whether  he  had  not  compromiaed  himself 
too  rashly  with  Cromwell  even  although  the  state  of 
the  country  was  so  greatly  divided  and  torn  by  fae- 
tioOf  that  the  promotion  of  the  General  to  the  poe- 
session  of  the  executive  government  seemed  the  only 
chance  of  escaping  a  renewal  of  the  Civil  War.  The 
more  exalted  and  purer  sentiments  of  AUce  lowered 
him  in  his  own  eyes ;  and  though  unshaken  in  his 
opinion,  that  it  were  better  the  veasel  ahould  be  steer- 
ed by  a  pilot  having  no  good  tide  io  the  office^  than 
that  ahe  should  run  upon  the  breakers,  he  felt  that  he 
was  not  eR>ouaing  the  most  direct,  manly,  and  disin- 
terested side  of  the  question. 

As  he  rode  on.  immersed  in  these  unpleasant  con- 
templations, and  considerably  lessened  in  hia  own 
esteem  by  what  had  happened,  Wildrake^  who  rode 
by  his  side,  and  was  no  inend  io  long  silence,  b^an 
to  enter  into  conversation.  "I  have  been  thinkma 
Mark,"  aaid  he,  "  that  if  you  and  I  had  been  call- 
ed to  the  bar— as,  by  the  by,  has  been  in  danger 
of  happening  to  me  m  more  senses  than  on»-*I  aay. 
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bad  we  become  barristers,  I  would  have  had  the 
beito'  oiled  tongue  of  the  two— the  ftiier  art  of  per 


It 


**PeTfaa|>s  so,"  replied  Everard,  "though  I  never 
heard  thee  use  any,  save  to  induce  a  usurer  to  lend 
thee  mooef,  or  a  tavemer  to  abate  a  reckoning." 

"And  fet  this  day,  or  rather  night  I  could  have,  as 
I  think,  made  a  conquest  which  baffled  you." 

"Indeed  T*  said  the  Colonel,  becoming  attentive. 

**Whyj  look  you,"  said  Wildrake|y  "it  was  a  main 
obgect  with  you  to  induce  Mistress  Alice  Lee— by  Hea- 
ven, she  is  an  eauiuisite  creatur&— I  approve  of  your 
taste,  Mark— 1  say  you  desire  to  persuade  her,  and 
the  stoat  old  Troian  her  father,  to  consent  to  return 
to  the  Lodge,  ana  live  there  quietly,  and  under  conni- 
vanoe,  like  gentlefolk,  instead  of  lodging  in  a  hut 
haidlvfit  to  harbour  a  Tom  of  Bedlam.^' 

"TnoQ  art  right ;  such,  indeed,  was  a  great  part  of 
BY  object  in  this  visit,"  answered  Everard. 

Bat  perhap^  you  also  expected  to  visit  there 
yoarsel(  and  so  keep  watch  over  pretty  Mistress  Lee 
-ehT* 

"I  never  entertained  so  selfish  a  thought,"  said 
Everard ;  "  and  if  this  nocturnal  disturbance  at  the 
■Mwion  were  explained  and  endedi  I  would  instantly 
tdu  my  departure." 

**Tour  friend  Noll  would  expect  something  more 
from  ypu,"  said  Wiidrake— "  he  would  expect,  m  case 
the  fcnight*s  reputation  for  byalty  should  draw  anv  of 
our  poor  exiles  and  wanderere  aoout  the  Lodge,  that 

CK  should  be  on  the  watch,  and  readv  to  snap  them, 
a  word — as  far  as  I  can  understand  his  long-winded 
speeches — he  would  have  Woodstock  a  trap,  vour  unde 
uid  his  pretty  daughter  the  bait  of  toasted  cheese— 
eraving  your  Chloe;s  pardon  for  the  comparison— you 
ths  spring-fall  which  should  bar  their  escape— his 
Locdship  himself  being  the  great  grimalldn  to  whom 
they  are  to  be  given  over  to  oe  devoured." 

*' Dared  Cromwell  mention  this  to  thee  in  express 
terms  T'  said, Everard,  palling  up  his  horsey  and  stop- 
ping in  the  midst  ot  the  road. 
^<fay,  not  in  express  terms,  which  I  do  not  believe 
he  ever  used  in  his  life— you  might  as  well  expect  a 
dnmken  man  to  go  strau^t  forward:  but  he  insi- 
mated  as  much  to  me,  and  indicated  that  you  might 
deserve  well  of  him— Uadzo— the  damnable  proposal 
flicks  in  my  throat— by  betraying  our  noble  and  right- 
ful Cng,  [here  he  pulled  off  ms  hat,]  whom  God  grant 
ia  health  and  wcailth  Ions  to  reign,  as  the  worthy 
clernman  says,  though  I  Tear  just  now  his  Majesty 
B  both  sick  aiid  sorry,  and  never  a  penny  in  his  pouch 
tobost." 

**  Hits  tallies  with  what  Alice  hinted."  said  Everard ; 
"hat  how  could  she  know  it?  didst  tnou  give  her  any 
hmt  of  such  a  thing?" 

"I?"  replied  the  cavalier,  "I,  who  never  saw 
Mfefttress  Auce  in  my  life  till  to-night,  and  then  only 
Cbt  an  instant— zooks,  man,  how  is  that  possible  ?" 

**True."  replied  Everard.  and  seemed  lost  in  thought. 
At  length  he  spoke— "I  should  call  Cromwell  to  ac- 
coant  ror  his  bad  opinion  of  me:  for,  even  though 
oot  seriously  expressed,  but,  as  I  am  convinced  it 
was,  with  the  sole  view  of  proving  you,  and  perhaps 
myself^  it  was^  nevertheless^  a  misconstruction  to  be 
resented." 

*'rU  carrya  cartel  for  you,  with  all  mv  heart  and 
sooL"  said  Wildrake ;  "  and  turn  out  with  his  godli- 
aesrs  second,  with  as  good  will  as  I  ever  drank  a 
glass  of  sack." 

"Pshaw,"  replied  Everard.  "  those  in  his  high  place 
fiAi  no  single  cdmbats.-^But  tell  m&  Roger  Wild- 
lue.  didst  tnou  thyself  think  me  capable  of  thej&lse- 
hooQ  and  treachery  implied  in  such  a  message  T 

"I!"  exclaimed  Wildrake.-"  Markham  Everard, 
yoa  have  been  my  early  friend,  my  constant  benefac- 
tor. When  Colcnester  was  reduced,  you  saved  roe 
firom  the  gallows,  and  since  that  thou  hast  twenty 
times  saved  me  from  starving. ,  But,  by  Heaven,  if  I 
thought  you  capable  of  such  villany  tfs  your  General 
leoommended,— by  yonder  blue  sky,  and  all  the  works 
of  creation  which  it  bends  over,  I  would  stab  you  with 
my  own  hand !" 

**  Death,"  replied  Everard, "  I  should  indeed  deserve, 
hot  not  from  you,  perhaps ;— but  fortunately,  I  cannot, , 


if  I  would,  beguilty  of  the  treachefy  you  would  punish. 
Know  that  Ibad  this  day  secret  notice,  and  from 
Cromwell  himseU^  that  the  young  man  has  escaped 
by  sea  from  Bristol." 

"Now,  God  Almighty  be  blessed,  who  protected 
him  through  so  many  dangere!"  exclaimed  Wild- 
rake.—" Huzza  J— Up  hearts,  cavaliers !— Hey  for  ca- 
valiers 1— God  bless  King  Charles !— Moon  and  stars, 
citeh  my  hat !"— and  he  threw  it  up  as  high  as  he 
could  into  the  air. ,  The  celestial  bodies  which  he  in- 
voked did  not  receive  the  present  despatehed  to  them } 
but,  as  in  the  case  of  Sir  Henry  Lee's  scabbard,  an 
old  goarled  oak  became  a  second  time  the  receptacle 
of  a  waif  and  stray  of  k>yal  enthusiasm.  Wildrake 
looked  rather  foolish  at  the  circumstance,  and  his 
ijiend  took  the  opportunity  of  admonishing  him. 

"  Art  thou  not  ashamed  to  bear  thee  so  like  a  school- 
boy r 

'^  Why,"  said  Wildrake,  "I  have  but  sent  a  Puritan's 
hat  upon  a  loyal  errand.  I  laugh  to  think  how  many 
of  the  schoolbovs  thou  talk'st  of  will  be  cheated  into 
climbing  the  poDard  next  year,  expecting  to  find  the 
nest  of  some  unknown  bird  in  yonder  unmeasured 
marnn  of  felL" 

"  Hush  now,  for  God's  sake,  and  let  us  apeak  calm- 
ly," said  Everard.  "Charles  has  escaped,  and  I  am 
glad  of  it  I  would  willingly  have  seen  him  on  his 
lather's  throne  by  composition,  but  not  by  the  force  of 
the  Scottish  army,  and  the  mcensed  and  vengeful 
royalists" 

"Master  Markham  Everard,'*  began  the  cavaheTi 
interrupting  him 

"Nay,  hush,  dear  Wildrake,"  said  Evenrd;  "let 
us  not  dispute  a  point  on  which  we  cannot  agree ;  and 

five  me  leave  to  go  on.— I  say,  since  the  young  map 
as  escaped.  Cromwell's  ofiensive  and  ii^jurious  sti- 
pulation falls  to  the  ground ;  and  I  see  not  why  my 
uncle  and  his  family  should  not  again  enter  their  own 
house,  under  the  same  terms  of  connivance  as  inany 
other  royalists.  What  may  be  incumbent  on  me  is 
diflerent,  nor  can  I  determine  my  course  until  I  have 
an  interview  with  the  General,  which,  as  I  think,  will 
end  in  his  confesdng  that  he  threw  in  this  ofiensive 
proposal  to  sound  us  both.  It  is  much  in  his  maimer ; 
for  he  is  blunt,  and  never  sees  or  feels  the  punctiuous 

Sonour  which  the  gallants  of  the  day  stretch  to  such 
elicacv 

"  I'll  acquit  him  of  having  any  punctilio  about  him," 
said  Wildrake,  "  either  touching  honour  or  honesty.— 
Now,  to  come  back  io  where  we  started.— Supposing 
you  were  not  to  reside  in  persoa  at  the  Lodge,  and  to 
forbear  even  visiting  there,  unless  on  invitation,  when 
such  a  thing  can  be  brought  about,  I  tell  you  frankly. 
I  think  your  uncle  and  his  daughter  might  be  induced 
to  come  back  to  the  Lodge,  and  reside  there  as  usuaL 
At  least  the  clergyman,  that  worthy  old  cock,  gave 
me  to  hope  as  much." 

"  He  had  been  hasty  in  bestowing  his  confidence," 
said  Everard. 

"  Tnie,"  replied  Wildrake ;  "  he  confided  in  ne  at 
once ;  for  he  mstantly  saw  my  regard  for  the  church. 
I  thank  Heaven  I  never  passed  a  clergyman  in  his 
canonicals  without  pulliqg  my  hat  on— (and  thou 
knowest,  the  most  desperate  dflel  I  ever  fought  was 
with  young  Grayless  or  the  Inner  Temple,  for  taking 
the  wall  of  the  Reverend  Dr.  Bunce)— Ah,  I  can  gain 
a  chaplain's  ear  instantly.^  Gadzooks,  th^  know 
whom  they  have  to  trust  to  in  such  a  one  as  I." 

"  Dost  thou  think,  then,"  said  Colonel  Everard,  "or 
rather  does  this  clergyman  think,  that  if  they  were 
secure  of  intrusion  from  me,  the  family  would  return 
to  the  Lodge,  supposing  the  intruding  commissioners 
gone,  and  Uiis  nocturnal  disturbance  explained  and 
ended  ?" 

"The  old  Knight,"  answered  Wildrake,  ".may  be 
wrought  upon  by  the  Doctor  to  return,  if  he  is  secure 
against  intrusion.  As  for  disturbances,  the  stout  old 
boy,  so  far  as  I  can  learn  in  two  minutes  conversa- 
tion, laughs  at  all  this  turmoil  as  the  work  of  mere 
imagination,  the  consequence  of  the  remorw  of  their 
own  evil  consciences  isud  says  that  gpblm  or  devil 
was  never  heard  of  at  Woedstock,  untiTit  became  the 
residence  of  such  men  as  they,  who  hove  now  usurped 
the  possession." 
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bosby  eyebrowa,  abd  wall-eyw.  The  floniish  of 
hn  Dowerfid  relatiTo's  fimunes  had  buret  forth  in 
the  nnenr  of  hi*  dreaa,  which  waa  much  more  or- 
namented than  waa  aaual  among  the  nmndheada. 
There  waa  embroidery  on  hia  cloak,  and  lace  upon 
hie  band :  hia  hat  diaplayed  a  feather  with  a  golden 
daap,  and  all  hia  habilimenta  were  thoae  of  a  cava- 
lier, or  follower  of  the  court,  rather  than  the  plain 
dreaa  of  a  parharoentarian  officer.  But,  Heaven 
knowa,  there  waa  little  of  courtlike  grace  or  dignity 
in  the  peraon  or  demeanour  of  the  individual,  who 
became  hia  fine  auit  as  the  hog  on  the  aisn-poat  doee 
hia  guilded  armour.  It  was  not  that  be  waa  poai- 
tiveiy  deformed,  or  misahaped,  for,  taken  in  detail,  the 
figure  was  well  enough.  But  his  hmba  seemed  to  act 
upon  different  and  contradictory  principles.  They 
were  not,  as  the  play  saya,  in  a  concatenation  accord- 
ingly ;~tne  right  hand  moved  aa  if  it  were  upon  bad 
terma  with  the  left,  and  the  legs  showed  an  mclina- 
lion  to  foot  it  in  different  and  opposite  directions. 
In  abort,  to  uae  an  extravagant  comparison,  the 
membera  of  Colonel  Desboroogh  seemed  rather  to 
reeemble  the  disputatious  repreaentativea  of  a  fede- 
rative congresa,  than  the  well-ordered  union  of  the 
ordera  of  the  state,  in  a  firm  and  well-compacted 
monarchy^  where  each  holds  his  own  place,  and  aU 
obev  the  dictates  of  a  common  head. 

Gieneral  Harrison,  the  second  of  the  Pommisaion- 
era,  was  a  tall,  thin,  middle-aged  man,  who  had 
liaen  into  his  high  situation  in  the  army,  and  his 
intimacy  with  Ciromwell,  by  his  dauntless  courage 
in  the  neld,  and  the  popularity  he  had  acquired  by 
hia  exalted  enthusiasm  amongst  the  military  aaints^ 
aectaries,  and  Independenta,  who  composed  the 
strength  of  the  existing  army.  Harrison  waa  of 
mean  extraction,  and  bred  up  to  his  faihei'a  empby- 
ment  of  a  butcher.  Nevertheleaa,  hia  appearance, 
though  coarse,  waa  not  vulgar,  like  that  of  Dea- 
borough.  who  had  ao  much  the  advantage  of  him  in 
birth  and  education.  He  had  a  maaculine  hei^t  and 
atrength  of  figure,  waa  well  made,  and  in  hia  man- 
ner announced  a  rough  mihtary  character,  which 
might  be  feared,  but  could  not  easily  become  the  ob- 
ject of  contempt  or  ridicule.  His  aquiline  noae  and 
dark  black  eyes  set  off  to  some  advantage  a  counte- 
nance otherwise  n-re«ular^  and  the  wild  enthusiaam 
that  sometimes  sparkled  m  them  as  he  dilated  on  hia 
opinions  to  othere,  and  often  seemed  to  slumber 
under  his  long  dark  eyelashes  aa  he  mused  upon  them 
himself!  gave  something  strikingly  wild,  and  e?en 
noble,  to  his  aapect.  He  was  one  of  the  chief  leaden 
of  those  who  were  called  Fifth  Monarchy  men,  who, 
going  even  bevond  the  general  fanaticism  of  the  age, 
I>reaumptuously,  interpreted  the  Book  of  the  Revela- 
tiona  after  their  own  fancies,  considered  that  the 
aecond  Advent  of  the  Messiah,  and  the  Millennium, 
or  reign  of  the  Saints  upon  earth,  waa  close  at  hand, 
and  that  they  themselves,  illuminated,  aa  they  be- 
lieved, with  the  power  of  foreseeing  these  approaching 
events,  were  the  chosen  inatruments  for  the  eatablish- 
ment  of  the  New  Reign,  or  Fifth  Monarchy,  aa  it 
was  called,  and  were  fated  alao  to  win  ita  honoura, 
whether  celeatial  or  terrestrial. 
^  When  thia  spirit  of  enthusiaam,  which  operated 
like  a  partial  insanity,  waa  not  immediately  aflecting 
Harriaon's  mind,  he  waa  a  shrewd  worldly  man,  and 
a  good  aoldier;  one  who  miaaed  no  opportunity  of 
mending  hia  fortune,  and  who.  in  expecting  the  exal- 
tation of  the  Fifth  Monarchy,  wa&  in  the  mean 
while  a  ready  instrument  for  the  eatabliahment  of  the 
Lord  GeneraVs  supremacy.  Whether  it  waa  owing 
to,  hia  early  occupation,  and  habita  of  indifierenoe  to 
pain  or  bloodshed  acquired  in  the  shamblea,  to  natural 
diapoaition  and  want  of  feeling,  or,  finally  to  the 
awakened  character  of  hia  enthusiasm,  which  made 
him  look  upon  thoae  who  opposed  him,  aa  oppoaing 
the  Divine  will,  and  therefore  meriting  no  favour  or 
mercy,  is  not  easy  to  say ;  but  all  agreed,  that  after  a 
victory,  or  the  auccesaful  atorm  of  a  town,  Harrison 
was  one  of  the  moat  cruel  and  pitiless  men  in  Crom- 
well s  army ;  alwaya  urging  aome  miaapplied  text  to 
authorize  the  continued  execution  of  the  fumtivea. 
and  sometimes  even  putting  to  death  those  who  had 
ionendsred  themaelvss  prisonsra.    It  was  said,  that 


at  tunea  the  rsooUection  of  aome  of  thoao  cnielties 
troubled  his  consciencei  and  diatorbed  the  dreams  of 
beatification  in  which  hia  imagmation  indulged. 

When  Evererd  entered  the  apartment,  thia  tins  n- 
preaentative  of  the  fanatical  aoldiera  of  the  day,  who 
filled  thoae  ranks  and  regimenta  which  Cromwell  bad 
(wliticaUy  kept  on  foot,  while  he  procured  the  redoo- 
tion  of  those  in  which  the  Presbyterian  interaat  pre- 
dominated, was  seated  a  little  apart  from  the  others^ 
hia  lega  crossed,  end  stretched  out  at  length  towards 
the  m.  hia  head  reating  on  hia  elbow,  and  turned 
upwaida,  as  if  studying,  with  the  most  profound 
gravity,  the  half-seen  carving  of  the  Gothic  root 

Bletaon  remaina  to  be  mentioned,  who,  in  peraon 
and  figure,  was  diametrically  different  from  the  other 
two.^1iere  was  neither  foppery  nor  slovenliness, in 
his  exterior,  nor  had  he  any  manta  of  miliury  aervioe 
or  rank  about  hia  peraon.  A  amall  walking  rapier 
seemed  merely  worn  as  a  badge  of  hia  rank  aa  a  gen- 
tleman, without  hia  hand  having  the  leaatpurpoae  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  hilt,  or  hia  eye  with 
the  blade.  His  countenance  was  thin  and  acute^ 
marked  with  linea  which  thought  rather  than  a^s 
had  traced  upon  it;  and  a  habitual  aneer  on  his 
countenance,  even  when  he  least  wished  to  express 
contempt  on  his  features,  seemed  to  assure  the  indi- 
vidual addressed,  that  in  Bletson  he  conversed  with 
a  person  of  intellect  far  auperior  to  his  own«  This 
was  a  triumph  of  intellect  only,  however ;  for  on  all  oo- 
caaions  of  difference  respecting  speculative  opinions, 
and  indeed  on  all  controversies  whatsoever,  Bletaon 
avoided  the  tdtimate  ratio  of  blowaand  knocka. 

Yet  thia  peaceful  gentleman  had  found  himadf 
obliged  to  aerve  personally  in  the  Parliamentarr 
army  at  the  commencement  of  the  Civil  War,  till 
happening  unlu<^ily  to  come  in  contact  with  the 
fie^  Prince  Rupert,  his  retreat  was  iudged  ao  pre- 
cipitate, that  it  required  all  the  ahelter  his  fnends 
could  afford,  to  keep  him  free  of  an  impeachment  or 
a  court-martid.  But  aa  Bletaon  spokewell,  and  with 
great  effect  in  the  Houae  of  Commona,  which  was 
his  natural  sphere,  and  was  on  that  account  high  in 
the  eatiraation  of  his  party,  hia  behaviour  at  Rdgehill 
waa  paased  over,  and  he  continued  to  take  an  active 
share  in  all  the  political  eventa  of  that  buatling 
period,  thoi^  he  faced  not  again  the  actual  front  of 
war. 

Bletaon'a  theoretical  politics  had  long  inclined  him 
to  espouse  the  opinions  of  Harrington  and  othere^ 
who  adopted  the  visionary  idea  of  establishing  a  pure 
democratical  republic  in  ao  extensive  a  country  as 
Britain.  This  waa  a  raah  theory,  where  there  ia  auch 
an  infinite  di^rence  betwixt  ranks,  habits,  education, 
and  morals— where  there  is  such  an  immense  dispro- 
portion betwixt  the  wealth  of  individuals— and  where 
a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  consists  of  the  in- 
ferior classes  of  the  large  towns  and  manufacturing 
districts— men  unfitted  to  bear  that  ahare  in  the  direc- 
tion of  a  state,  which  must  be  exercised  by  the  mem- 
bera of  a  republic  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word. 
Accordingly,  aa  aoon  aa  the  experiment  waa  made,  it 
became  obvious  that  no  anch  form  of  government 
could  be  adopted  with  the  amallest  chance  of  atability ; 
and  the  queation  came  only  to  be.  whether  the  rem- 
nant, or,  aa  it  waa  vulgarly  called,  the  Rump  of  th« 
Long  Parliament,  now  reduced  by  the  aeduaion  of  so 
many  of  the  membera,  to  a  few  acorea  of  peraoni^ 
should  continue^in  spite  of  their  unpopularity,  to  rule 
the  affaire  of  Britain  1  Whether  they  ahould  caat  all 
looae  by  diaaolving  themaelves,  and  iasuing  writa^  to 
convoke  a  new  Parliament,  the  compoaition  of  which 
no  one  could  anawer  for,  any  more  than  for  the  mea- 
sures they  might  take  when  aasembledl  Or,  laatly, 
Whether  Cromwell,  as  sctually  happened,  was  not 
to  throw  the  sword  into  the  bsranoe,  and  boldly  pos- 
seaa  himaelf  of  that  power  which  the  remnant  of  thft 
Parliament  were  unable  to  hold,  and  yet  afraid  lo 
resign? 

Such  being  the  state  of  partiea,  the  Council  of  Sttla^ 
in  distributing  the  good  things  in  their  gift,  endeavour- 
ed to  soothe  and  gratify  the  army,  aa  a  beggar  flings 
cruata  to  a  growling  maatifil  In  thia  .view  Oesbo- 
rourii  had  been  created  a  Commissioner  in  the  Wood- 
stock matter  to  gratify  Cromwall,  Harrison  to  sooths 
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the  no;»e  rerommenceri,  that  we  thought  the  house  "  make  my  dcfianre  good  at  ihc  ^cnl  baiilo  m  the 
would  have  fallen ;  and  I  was  io  some  measure  con-  .  vallev  of  Arma^cildon,  when  ihc  voice  of  thr  an/»el 
strained  to  open  the  door,  even  like  a  besieged  garri-  '  BhaHcall  all  fo\vI.«  which  fly  undtr  tho  face  of  ht.a- 
■on  wh.ch  can  hold  out  no  longer."  ven  to  feed  on  ihe  flcfh  tjf  the  rnptain  Jind  the  soldier, 

"By  my  honour,  and  it  was  stoutly  done  of  yom  I  ;  the  war-horso  and  his  rider.    Say  to  ihr  Kvil  One, 

wi 

yvt 

actual  ,.  ,  ...,  _ .._   ^^ 

ihc  ba.Tier  between  iis  say  I— I  would  as  won,  when  ;  into  such  a  deadly  irown  as  a  in«.re~  huiiinn  iVrov? 
aboard,  bore  a  hole  in  the  ship,  and  let  in  the  waves;  liath  stldoni  worn.  'R.-fuin  to  him,'  lie  said,  'and 
for  |t)u  know  we  always  compare  the  devil  to  the  deep  I  pay  it  is  my  noin;  nnrl  ih.it  if  In-  nmiv  not  instantly 
■**  I  down  to  speak  uirh  ine,  I  will  inounl  the  .-iinirs  to 


** Prithee,  peace.  Wildrakc,"  said  Evcrard.  "and    him.    Snv  that  I  coMM.\Nn  him  to  descend,  by  the 
let  him  CO  on  with  hia  hisrorj'.— Well,  and  what    token,  that,  on  the  field  of  \as(  by,  ^cc/i" 


dnot  fhcicork 

'*I  have  heard,"  whispered  Wildrakc, —who  felt 
more  and  more  strongly  the  contagion  of  superstition, 
"that  these  words  were  blasphemously  used  by  Har- 
rison when  he  shot  my  poor  fritnd  Dick." 

"  What  happened  next  ?"  eaid  Everard.  "  Sec  that 
thou  speakcst  the  truth  !" 

"As  gospel  uncxpounde<l  by  a  siecple-mnn,"  said 
the  independent;  "yet  truly  it  is  but  little  I  have  to 
say.    I  saw  my  master  come  dow  n,  with  a  bbnk,  yet 

^      - — p      . — ,  „      ,     ---, resolvrKi  air;   and  when  he  entered  the  hall  and 

after  the  abommation  of  the  cavaliers,  and  the  un-  !  saw  the  stranger,  he  made  a  pause.  Thr  oihor 
loveliness,  as  h^nrned  blaster  Prynne  well  termed  it,  \  waved  on  him  as  if  to  follow,  and  walked  out  at  the 
ofbve-locks— n  jewel  in  his  car— a  blue  scarf  over  I  portal.    My  worthy  patron  sf.enud  as  if  hf  were 


iw'st  fhou  when  the  door  was  opened  ?— the  great 
Devil  with  his  horns  and  claws  ihou  wilt  say,  no 
doubt." 

"'Xo.  sir.  I  will  say  nothing  but  what  is  true.  When 
I  imdid  the  door,  one  man  stood  there,  and  he,  to  j 
hBfmmg.  a  man  of  no  extraordinary  appearance.  He 
was  w  rapped  in  a  taffeta  cloak,  of  a  scarlet  colour,  ! 
ud  with  a  red  lining.  He  seemed  as  if  he  might 
have  been  in  his  time  a  very  handsome  man,  but 
(here  was  something  of  p.ilcne8s  and  sorrow  in  his 
-a  lon^  love-lock  and  long  hair  he  wore,  even 


his  shoulder,  like  a  military  commander  for  the  King, 
tad  a  hat  with  a  white  plume,  bearing  a  peculiar  hat- 
baod." 

•"Some  unhappy  officer  of  cavalicra,  of  whom  so 
many  are  in  hidinsr,  and  seeking  shelter  through  the 
co.:ntr>',"  bricHy  roplievl  Everard^. 

*'True,  worthy  sir— ri;!ht  as  a  judicious  exposition. 
Bet  There  wa«  something  about  this  man  (if  he  was  a 
manj  whom  I,  for  one,  could  nor  look  upon  without 
t?eriibl:ng;  nor  the  musketeers  who  were  in  the  hnll, 
without  Dcirayinp;  much  alarm,  and  swallowing,  as 
Iher  themselves  will  aver,  the  very  bullets  which  they 
kail  in  their  mouths  for  loading  their  carabines  and  ' 
ncskcts.  Xay,  the  wolf  and  deer-dogs,  that  are  the 
ferces?  of  their  kind,  fled  from  this  visiter,  and  crept 
12)10  holes  and  corners,  moaning  and  wailing  in  a 
low  and  broken  tone.  He  came  into  the  middle  of 
1^  hall,  and  still  he  sp^.'med  no  tnore  than  an  ordi- 
oirr  min.  only  somewhat  fantastically  dressed,  in  a 
doublet  of  black  velvet  pinked  upon  scarlet  satin  tinder 
bis  cloak,  a  jewel  in  his  ear,  with  large  roses  in  his 
iboea,  and  a  kerchief  in  his  hind,  wnich  he  some- 
umes  pressed  against  his  left  side." 

■*Gncioiis  Heaven!"  said  Wildrakc,  coming  close 
J?  to  Evcrard,  and  whispering  in  his  ear,  with  accents 
which  terror  rendered  tremulous,  (a  mood  of  mind 
D-3SI  unusual  to  the  daring  man,  who  seemed  now 
overcome  by  it)—"  it  must  have  been  poor  Dick  Robi- 
■m  'he  player,  in  the  ver>'  dress  in  which  I  have  seen 
him  play  Philasler— ay,  and  drunk  a  jolly  bottle  with 
hian  after  it  at  the  Merm.iid !  I  remember  how  many 
f.-o!.rs  we  had  together,  and  r.ll  his  hitlc  fantastic 
fis.^  on?,  lie  served  for  his  old  master,  Charles,  in 
MahunH  tn>3p.  and  was  murdered  by  this butchcr's- 
dos,  M I  havp  heard,  after  sum'ndcr,  at  the  battle  of 
Nti^b;--f.cH." 

"Hush  !  I  have  heard  of  the  deed,"  said  Everard ; 
"fur  GK)d'9  sake  hear  the  man  to  an  end.- Did  this 
TiSiU-r  speak  to  thee,  mv  friend?" 

"Vcs,  sir.  in  n  plenrsini!  tone  of  voice,  but  somc- 
w^t  fanciful  in  the  ariiculation,  and  like  one  who 
ii  iipeakmg  to  nn  audience  as  from  a  bar  or  a  pulpit, 
nore  :hari  in  th«j  voice  of  ordinary  men  on  ordi- 
mry  marrera.  He  desired  to  si'o  Major-General 
Harrison."' 

"Hedid  \^nnd  you."  said  Everard,  infected  by  the 
^rit  of  the  rim<.'.  which,  as  i^  well  known,  leaned  to 
OttJu-itv  upon  all  matters  of  supernatural  ai^ncy,— 
"what '^ id  you  du?"  ,      ,  , 

"I  v.vnt  u;i  til  I  ho  parlour,  and  related  that  such  a 
person  inqui red  for  h!m.  He  started  when  I  told  iiini, 
ind«.i::i-rlvdos-:red  lo  know  the  inin's  dn.ss;  hut  no 
m>n<'r'di>l  I  in*  ntion  his  drctis,  and  the  jewel  in  his 
ttr.  thin  h'?  •<:ti<l-  '  Re^^nc !  tell  hnn  I  will  not  adniir 
kai  to  spc?cti  of  ine.    ii^Y  that  I  defy  him,  and  will 


about  to  follow,  yet  again  paused,  when  this  visitant, 
be  he  man  or  fiend,  re-entered,  and  said,  'Obey  thy 
doom. 

By  jwthlMs  inarch,  bv  eirmwood  troo, 
It  1*4  Xhy  weird  tn  follow  n:«*— 
To  fri'kiw  mc  ihroiitMi  Hi-  clin*tl>'  inrtonliffht— 
To  Tnllow  mo  Uirtmrli  ftio  shni-^wnof  nirht— 
Tn  Fiilliiw  mc,  comriido,  iilill  art  IJmiu  bound  : 
I  coiijun*  thco  by  IIil*  uiMtiinrliHil  wound— 
I  cimjuri'  tliw  by  rhi-  la«f  Murdii  I  >iK»k»'. 
When  the  tutdy  ulcpt  and  tlii>  npirit  awotco. 
In  Uic  very  loat  iiannur  ^^^^  deadly  mroke  I' 

So  Ba>ing,  he  stalked  our,  and  iiiv  master  followed 
him  iiito  the  wood.— I  followed  also  at  a  di:«tance. 
But  when  I  came  up,  my  nia^^ti  r  was  alone,  and  bear- 
ing himself  as  you  now  behold  him.'' 

"Thou  hast  had  a  wonderful  memorj',  friend,"  said 
the  Colonel,  coldly,  "  to  remember  these  rhymes  in  a 
single  reel fatioii— there  seems  eonuthing  of  practice 
in  all  this." 

"  A  single  recitation,  my  honoured  sir?"  exclaimed 
the  Independent,— "alack,  the  rhvme  is  seldom  out 
of  my  poor  master's  mouth,  when,  as  somrrimes 
hapSf  he  is  less  triumphant  in  his  wrestles  with  Satan. 
But  it  was  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  it  uttered  hj 
another;  and,  to  sav  truth,  he  ever  seems  to  repeat 
it  unwillingly,  as  a  child  after  his  pedagogue,  and  as 
it  was  not  indited  by  hia  own  head,  as  the  Psalmist 
saith." 

**  It  is  singular."  ssid  Everard  ;— "I  have  heard  and 
read  that  the  spirits  of  the  slaughtered  have  srran^ 
power  over  the  slayer ;  but  I  am  astonished  to  have  it 
insisted  upon  that  there  may  l)e  truth  in  sui'h  tales. — 
Roger  Wildrake— what  art  thou  afraid  of,  man?— 
why  dost  thou  shift  thy  place  thus  ?" 

"Fear?  it  is  not  fear— it  is  hale,  deadly  hate— I  ^ee 
the  murd'-rtr  of  poor  Dick  brfore  me,  and— sec,  ne 
throws  himsilf  into  a  posture  of  feiiro— Sa— sa— sriy'st 
thou,  brood  of  a  butcher's  mastiff?  thou  shalt  not 
want  an  anr&^^onir^r." 

Ere  any  one  could  stop  him,  Wildrakc  threw  aside 
his  cloak,  drew  his  pword,  and  almost  with  a  single 
bound  cleared  the  distance  hefwixi  him  and  Harri- 
son, and  rmsseti  swords  with  the  latter,  as  he  stood 
brandishing  his  weapon,  as  if  in  immediate  expecta- 
tion of  an  assailant.  Aceordinglv,  the  Republican 
General  was  not  for  an  iiist;int  tauen  at  unawares, 
but  the  moment  the  swords  clashed,  he  shouted,  "Ho  I 
I  fe<*l  thee  now,  thou  hast  come  in  bodv  ut  last. — 
Welcome !— welcome !— the  sword  of  the  Lord  and  of 
Gideon !" 

"Part  them,  part  thern."  cried  ^'vera^d,  as  he 
and  Tomkin.^,  at  first  astonished  at  the  suddenne«fl  of 
the  affray,  hastened  to  interft.re.  Ever:;nJ,  seizing 
on  the  cavalier,  drew  him  forcibly  ba-^kward^',  and 
Tomkins  contrived,  with  ri^k  and  diffiouity,  to  mas- 
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tcr  Hnmstin's  sworcl,  while  tne  (ioncral  cxdaimotl,  I 
"Ilal  two  loom — two  to  onr!— thus  fipclit  ilemoiis."'  | 
Wildraki*.  on  his  Mil*',  nwort'  a  dreadful  oath,  and  < 
added,   "Mnrkhnni,  vou  havt-  cancclkil  rvc.ry  ohh- 

Satioti  I  owfd  you— lliey  arc  all  out  of  sight— j;ont', 
— n  niL'!" 

"  Vtiu  hav«^  indf.od  aw^uilt^l  these  obligations  rare- 
ly," Hiiid  Kvi'Pird.  "Who  know-*  how  this  allair 
Bfialt  Ih' (Xpl.'iiiuti  and  anNW^n-ii  ?" 

*'  I  will  atiHWi  r  it  witli  my  hie.*'  said  Wildrakc 

"(tiMMJ  n.iw.  \)v  pilent."  paiil  Tuninkins,  "mid  let 
me  iiiariaL"*.  It  shall  b»«  •-<»  ord'-n-*!  that  ihv  I!0<k1 
Gerii.ral  shall  iicvir  know  that  he  harh  ern'oiiiiifred 
with  a  inorird  man;  only  li^t  that  man  of  Moah  put 
his  Hwonl  into  iIk-  srabbard's  rent,  and  be  hiiII.'' 

"VVddraki.-,  kt  me  entreat  thee  lo  nheath  thy 
sword,"  baid  Everard,  "else,  on  my  life,  thou  must 
turn  It  asninst  mi-." 

"No,  'fore  (ieor^o,  not  m  mad  as  that  neither,  but 
I'll  havi;  another  day  with  him." 

"Thou,  uiiothor  day!"  exclaimed  Harrison.  who«?e 
eye  had  stdl  n-mained  fixi-d  on  tho  siH>t  where;  he 
found  Nurh  i)al{iahli;  nsistancc.  "  Vtn,  1  know  thee 
well ;  day  by  day,  wet^k  by  we<.*k,  Chon  makest  the 
sanie  idli*  n-qnex^i,  for  thou  k  no  west  that  my  heart 
quivrr-j  at  ihv  voiee. — But  my  hand  irf.nibles  not 
when  opposed  lo  thine—tho  spirit  is  willin:;  to  the 
combat,  if  the  flesh  lie  weak  when  opi>o.«e<l  to  that 
whirh  IS  not  of  ihf  flesh." 

'*  iS'tiw,  p«'a<*«'  all,  for  Heaven's  sake," — said  the 
Btcwani  Tomkins;  then  addt.^l,  addressing;  his  mas- 
ter. "  there  is  no  one  here,  if  it  pleasi'  your  Ex- 
collenee,  but  Tomkins  and  the  worthy  (Jolont  1  Eve- 
rani." 

CJemral  FIarri«on,  as  sometimes  happens  in  cases 
of  partial  insanity,  (that  is,  supposini;  his  lo  have 
been  a  casi;  of  mtntal  delusion,)  ihou^ii  firmly  and 
entirely  persiiadcil  of  the  truth  of  his  own  visions, 
yet  was  nut  williiii;  to  sp<.-ak  on  the  siibji'et  lo  thone 
who,  he  kiH'W,  would  re^janl  them  as  imaginary. 
Upon  this  occasion,  he  assumed  the  ap|>earanec  of 
perfeei  ease  and  eom|)Osure,  after  the  violent  agi- 
tation he  had  just  manifested,  in  a  inaiiner  which 
showed  how  aiixious  he  was  todis£^iis<'  his  real  feel- 
ings from  Kvi-rurd,  whom  hu  ciuisidercd  as  uidikcly 
tojiarticipate  iliem. 

lie  s:iliitrd  the  Ciilonel  with  profound  ceremony, 
and  talked  »»f  the  tineiu"»s  of  the  rveniug.  which  had 
Bummitiied  him  I'orth  of  the  Lod^'e,  to  take  a  turn  in 
ihe  r:«rU,  and  (  njoy  the  favourable  weather.  He  then 
took  Everard  hv  the  arm,  and  walkixl  back  with  him 
towards  the  Ludi^e,  Wildrake  and  Tomkins  following 
close  behind  and  leadinij  the  horses.  Kverard,  de- 
sirous to  gain  some  light  on  these  niystenouB  mci- 
dents,  endiMVOiired  to  come  on  the  8ubi'(;et  more  than 
once,  by  ii  mo<ie  of  interrogation,  which  Harrison 
(for  madmen  are  very  often  unwilling  to  i  nter  on  the 
subject  of  their  mental  delusion)  parried  with  sonie 
skiil.  or  addresst^l  himsi.lf  for  aid  to  his  steward 
Tomkins,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  lu-ing  voucher  for 
his  master  ufHin  all  occasiona,  whieh  \vt\  to  Dcsbo- 
rough's  m^i.nious  mckname  of  Fibbet. 

"  And  wiierefore  had  vou  your  sword  drawn,  my 
worthy  Geii-ial,"  .said  fcvtrard,  "  wliun  you  were 
only  on  an  evening  walk  of  idea  sure?" 

"Truly,  exci-llent  (.'olonel,  thi.'«i'  are  times  when 
men  must  watch  with  (hur  loins  pirJed,  and  their 
lights  burning,  and  their  weaitons  drawn.  The  day 
draweth  nigh,  believe  me  or  not  as  you  will,  that 
men  must  watch  lest  they  be  found  naked  and  un- 
armed, wiieii  the  seven  trumiMts  ahall  sound.  Boot 
and  sadille ;  and  the  pipes  of  Ji-/.'  r  >hall  ."irike  up, 
Horsi'  and  away." 

"True,  uood  General ;  but  inrfhought  I  saw  you 
making  pa>KCa  even  now  as  if  y«>u  were  lighting  .*" 
tMiid  Evcrard. 

"I  am  of  a  strange  fan  la?  v.  friend  E\eranl,"  an- 
swered Harris-on  ;  and  when  1  walk  alone,  and  hap- 
l>en  as  hut  now,  to  have  mv  wea|>oii  drawn.  I  soine- 
imies,  fur  <'x*.rei'«e'  sake,  will  [iractisc  a  thrust  against 
such  a  tree  as  tiiat.  It  is  a  silly  pride  men  have  in 
iJie  use  of  werifHHis.  I  have  been  aeeounted  a  master 
of  fipnce,  and  have  fought  prizes  when  I  was  unrego- 


neratcd,  and  before  I  was  called  to  do  my  part  in  the 
great  wnrk.  entering  as  a  tnjoper  into  our  vicionous 
General's  first  n-aiinent  of  horse." 

" But  methought,"  said  Evt-rard,  "I heard  a  weapon 
clash  with  your>  7"' 

"  H«)w  ?  a  weaixm  clash  with  my  sword  7— How 
could  that  be.  Tompkins?" 

"  Tnilv,  sir,"  said  Tomkins,  "it  must  have  been  a 
bou::h  of  the  in '- ;  thi  y  have  them  of  ail  kinds  here, 
and  votn"  honour  may  have  pushed  ugain<<it  one  of 
them.  wlii«.'h  the  Hr.r/iiiaiis  call  iron-wiMKl.  a  block  of 
wdiieh.  Ih  ini;  stru«-k  with  a  hammer,  -i^aiih  Purchasin 
his  l*ili;rimai:'\  riuLreih  like  an  anvil.'" 

"Tnily,  it  may  In.  s^i*"  said  Harrison;  "for  those 
rulers  who  are  gone,  assembled  in  this  their  abode  of 
pleasure  many  sirangi>  trees  and  plants,  though  they 
gathered  not  of  the  fruit  of  that  ire»i  which  t^caretn 
twelve  manner  of  iriiits,  oi  of  those  leaves  which  are 
for  the  healing  of  tlie  nations." 

FIverard  pursued  his  investigation;  for  he  wai 
struek  with  the  manner  in  which  Harrison  evaded 
liis  questions,  and  the  dexterity  with  which  he  threw 
his  transivndental  and  fanatical  notions.  like  a  son 
of  vj-il,  over  the  «Iarker  visions  e.xcitcd  by  reuiorsa 
and  conscious  giiili. 

"  But,"  said  he.  "  if  I  may  trust  my  eyes  and  ean, 
I  cannot  but  ^till  think  that  you  had  a  n-al  antagonist 
—Nay,  I  am  sure  I  saw  a  fellow,  in  a  dark-coloured 
jerkin,  retreat  through  the  wood.' 

"  Did  you  ?"  said  Harrison,  with  a  (oneof  surpriflfc 
while  his  voice  faltered  in  spite  of  him— "  Who  could 
he  be?— Tomkins,  did  you  sire  the  fellow  C'olond 
Everard  talks  of  with  the  najikin  in  his  hand— the 
ldi»tly  napkin  whieh  he  always  pressed  to  his  .sde  T 

Tins  last  i:X|>ression,  in  whieh  Harrison  gave  a 
markdilK-rent  Irom  that  which  Evenr.l  had  a.s?igned, 
Imji  corresponding  to  Tomkins's  original  descnptioa 
of  the  supposed  !*peetre,  had  more  eliect  on  Everard 
in  ronflrming  the  steward's  story,  than  any  thing  he 
lia<l  witnessed  or  heard.  The  voucher  anawcrrathe 
draft  ii])on  him  as  promptU  as  u^ual,  that  he  had  seen 
such  a  fellow  glide  past  iliem  into  the  thicket— that 
he  dared  to  say  ho  was  some  deer-stcalcr,  for  he  had 
heard  they  were  become  very  au«iaciouB. 

"  Look  ye  there  now,  Master  Kverard,"  said  Harri- 
son, hurrying  from  the  subjeet— "Is  it  not  time  now 
that  we  should  lay  aside  our  controversies,  and  join 
hand  in  hand  to  repairing  the  breaches  of  our  Zioni 
Happy  and  contented  were  I,  my  excellent  friend,  to 
be  a  tn  ader  of  mortar,  or  a  bearer  of  a  h<id,  upon  this 
oeeasion,  under  our  great  louder,  with  whom  Provi- 
deiK'e  has  gone  forth  in  this  great  national  contro- 
versy ;  and  truly,  so  devouilv  do  I  hold  by  our  excel- 
lent and  victorious  General  Oliver,  whom  Heaven 
long  preserve  -that  were  he  to  command  mc,  I  should 
not  scruple  to  pluck  forili  of  his  high  place  the  man 
whom  thiv  cjill  Speaker,  e\en  as  I  lent  a  poor  hand 
to^  pluck  down  the  man  whom  they  called  King. — 
Wherefon-,  as  I  know  your  judgment  holdeth  with 
mine  on  this  mattrr,  let  mt>  urge  unto  you  lovingly, 
that  we  may  act  as  brethren,  and  build  up  ihe  breaches, 
and  n  -establish  the  bulwarks  of  our  English  Z;on, 
whereby  we  shall  he  douhrhs^  eho<^n  as  pillars  ana 
buifn  .■^M.s.  iinrli  r  our  exr;»!lf m  Lord  G^mraL  for  flup- 
portingand  sustaining  tht  same,  and  endowed  with 
propi  r  reveriiii  s  and  ineomt  s,  bt)th  f  airitual  and  trin- 
poral,  to  serve  as  a  peilt^tal,  c-n  whieii  we  may  stand, 
s*'eingth:«l  otherwisi*  our  Kiunil.nliofi  will  be  on  the 
loose  sand.  Ni-verdic!*  ss."  eoniimiod  he.  his  mind 
again  divi  riiiig  fnun  his  viiws  of  tcmpor.d  anifiiuon 
into  his  visions  of  the  Piftli  Monari'hv.  "  these  things 
I  are  bur  vanity  in  respect  of  the  open  in;.*  ot  tiie  book 
whi"h  i.-«  .-salrd;  for  all  ilim:."*  approach  spceddy 
I  towards  lightning  and  ihuniie'inL'.  anil  unloosing  of 
!  thi'  t-T.-at  «!ragon  frc:n  the  boiloinless  pit,  wherein  he 
l^■  ehainrtl." 

With  this  rningtcd  strain  of  earthly  politics,  and 
fanatical  prediction,  Harrison  .*=oovfrpowertd('oloneI 
Everard,  as  to  leave  him  no  time  to  urge  him  farther 
on  the  particular  circumstances  of  his  nocturnal  skir- 
mish, concerning  which  it  is  plain  he  had  no  desire 
to  bo  interrogated.  They  now  reached  the  Lodge  of 
Woodstock. 
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Nov  the  watted  brandi  do  flow, 

Wbile  the  •croech-owl.  Mundiaff  load, 
Psu  tlM  wretch  that  lies  in  wo, 

Id  ivmembranco  of  a  itiroud. 
Now  it  II  th«  time  of  niflit 

That  the  frmvca,  all  w^ying  wide, 
Sfery  one  let*  out  ite  iprite. 

In  the  church-way  pathi  to  glide. 

MUsvmmer  Ntgkts  Drem. 

M^mr^Mmd  the  sate  of  the  palace  the  guards  were 
now  doubled.  Everard  demanded  the  reason  of  this 
from  the  corporal,  whom  he  found  in  the  hall  with 
his  soldiers,  sniing  or  sleeping  around  a  fpeat  firo. 
maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  carved  cnairR  and 
bcncheSk  with  fragments  of  which  it  was  furnished. 

"Why,  venly,"  answered  the  man.  "the  corps-de 
garde,  as  your  worship  says,  will  be  haracised  to 
pieces  by  euch  duty;  nevertheless,  fear  hath  pone 
abroad  among  us,  and  no  man  will  mount  guard 
tlon«'.  We  have  drawn  in,  however,  one  or  two  of 
our  outposts  from  Banbury  and  elsewhere,  and  we 
art  to  have  a  relief  from  0.\ford  to-morrow." 

Everard  continued  minute  inquiries  concerning  the 
Rotinels  that  were  posteri  within  as  well  as  without 
tile  Lodge :  and  found  that,  as  they  had  been  stationed 
ondcr  theeyc  of  Harrison  himself,  the  rules  of  prudent 
(bKiphne  had  been  exactly  observed  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  posts.  Thtrt*  remained  nothing  ihorefore 
for  Colonel  Kvcraid  to  do,  but,  remembering  his  own 
ad\-enture  of  the  cvcninsr.  to  recominend  that  an  ad- 
ditional sentinel  should  be  placed,  with  a  companion, 
if  jodgod  indispensable,  in  that  vestibule,  or  anteroom, 
from  which  the  long  gallery  where  be  had  met  with  the 
recconire,  and  other  Huites  of  apartmentis  diverged. 
The  corporal  respectfully  promised  all  obedience  to 
his  orders.  The  servinc-men  being  calle<l,  appeared 
also  in  double  force.  Everard  demanded  to  know 
whether  the  commiraionerfi  had  gone  to  bed,  or  whe- 
ther he  could  ^t  speech  with  them  ? 

'*They  are  m  their  bedroom,  forsooth,"  replied  one 
of  the  fellows;  *^but  I  think  they  be  not  yet  im- 

"Whatf  said  Everard,  "are Colonel  Desborough 
ind  Master  Bleteon  both  in  the  same  sleeping  apart- 
ment?" 

"  Their  honoinv  have  so  chosen  ir,"  said  the  man : 
"and  their  honours'  secretaries  remain  upon  guard 
all  nigh^" 

"It  is  the  fashion  to  double  guards  all  over  the 
hoDse,''  snid  W*ildrake.  "Had  I  a  glimpse  of  a  tolc- 
nbly  sood- looking  housemaid  now,  I  should  know 
how  to  fall  into  the  fashiim." 

"Peace,  fool!"  said  Everanl— "and  where  are  the 
Mayor  and  Master  Holdcnough  7" 

"The  Mav'or  is  relumed  to  the  borough  on  horse- 
back, behind  the  troopr^  who  goes  to  Oxford  for  the 
iBriorceinent ;  and  the  man  of  the  steeple-house  hath 
quartered  himself  in  the  chamlx;r  which  Colonel  Des- 
borough had  last  night,  being  that  in  which  he  is 

mort  hkclv  to  meet  the your  honour  under- 

sttrnls.    The  Lord  pity  ua.  we  are  a  harassed  family  I" 

"And  where  be  tieneral  Harrison's  knaves,"  said 
Tompkins,  "  that  they  do  not  marshal  him  to  his 
apanment  7" 

■'Here — here— here.  Master  Tompkins,"  said  three 
fiellowa.  pressing  forward,  with  the  same  consterna- 
ton  on  toeir  faces  which  seemed  to  pervade  the  whole 
mh^biiants  of  Woodstock. 

"Away  with  you,  then,"  said  Tompkins:— "speak 
Dot  to  his  won>hJp— you  see  he  is  not  m  the  numour." 

'Indeed,"  observed  Colonel  Everard,  "he  looks 
sJAgularlv  wan— his  features  seem  writhen  as  by  a 
pi>r  stroke;  and  though  he  was  talking  po  tafit 
while  we  came  Along,  he  hath  not  opened  his  mouth 
anoe  we  came  to  the  light." 

"Itjs  his  manner  after  such  visitations^"  said  Tom- 
kiQs.— ''Give  hia  honour  your  arms,  Zedekiah  and 
Joaarhsn,  fo  lead  him  oft— I  will  follow  instantly.— 
Ton,  S'jcodemufl,  tarry  to  wait  upon  me— it  is  not 
»«il  walking  alone  in  this  mnnsion." 

"Master  Tomkins,  said  Everard,  I  have  heard 
fl^yoo often  a«  «  sharp,  intcllici-nt  man— tell  me  fairly, 
ve  ;(u  jn  earixest  afraid  of  any  thing  supernatural 
^nntjDg  thiM  houac  V* 


"I  would  be  loath  to  run  the  chance,  sir,"  said 
Tomkins  very  gravely ;  "  by  looking  on  my  wor- 
shipful master,  you  may  form  a  guess  how  the  living 
look  after  they  have  spokf-n  with  the  dead.  He 
boweil  low,  and  took  hi  a  leave.  Everard  proceeded 
to  the  chamber  which  the  two  remaining  Commis- 
sioners had,  for  comfort's  sake,  chosen  to  inhabit  in 
company.  They  were  preparing  for  bed  as  he  went 
into  th'>ir  apartment.  Both  startc-d  as  the  door  opened, 
both  rejoiced  when  they  saw  it  was  only  Everard 
who  entered. 

"Hark  ye  hither,"  said  BlelsonLpulling  him  aside, 
"  sawf-st  tliou  c  ver  ass  equal  to  Desboroii'^h  7— the 
follow  is  ns  big  ns  an  ox,  and  as  timorous  as  a  sheep. 
He  has  insisted  on  my  sleeping  hrre,  to  pnitcct  him. 
Shall  we  have  a  morry  nisht  on't,  lia?    We  will,  if 
thou  wilt  take  the  thin!  Iwd,  which  wns  prepared  for 
Harrison ;  but  he  is  gone  out,  like  a  mooncalf,  to  look., 
for  the  valley  of  Armageddon  in  the  Park  of  Wood- 
stock." 

"General  Harrison  has  raturncd  with   me  hue 
now."  said  Evirard. 

"  Nay  but,  as  I  ^hall  live,  he  comes  not  into  oar 
apartment,"  said  Desborough,  overhearing  his  an- 
swer.   "No  man  that  has  been  supping,  for  aught  1  '. 
know,  with  the  Devil,  has  a  right  to  sleep  amon/  i 
Christian  folk." 

"He  does  not  propose  so,"   said  Everard;    "J   ic 
slenps,  as  I  understand,  apart— and  olono." 

"Not  qiiile  alone,  I  dare  say,"  said  Desborougf   h; 
"for  Harrison  hnth  a  sort  of  attraction  for  goblin?    j— 
they  fly  round  him  like  moths  aN.^ut  a  candle:  Bu     i,  1 
prithee,  good  Everard,  do  thou  stay  with  u?.   I  ki     low 
not  how  it  is,  but  although  thou  hast  not  thy  reli'     ^ion 
always  in  thy  mouth,  nor  speakept  manv  hard  m      ords 
about    it.  like  Harrison— nor  makest   long  pr     ,p  .ij 
mcnt?,  like  a  certain  most  honourable  rclati     o  n^f 
mine  who  shall  be  nameless,  yet  somehow      j   f^ 
myself  safer  in  thy  company  than  with  any  of      t  htm 
As  for  this  Bletson,  he  is  such  a  more  blasp    j,. :,       ' 
that  I  fear  the  Devil  will  carry  him  away  ere     ,-  ^om- 

"Did  you  ever  hear  such  a  paltrj'  cowan  /7'  i  ^  jj 
Bletson,  apart  to  Everard.  "Do  tarr>',  'no-  a  ever 
mine  honoured  Colonel— I  know  your  zca  1  lo  assist 
the  distressed,  and  yon  see  Desborough  is  ii  i  tl  .m  yre- 
dicament,  that  he  will  require  near  him  mor  eil  lanone 
g<M)d  example  to  prevent  him  thinking  of  gho  ats  aud 
nends." 


watches  of  the  night,  to  Him  untr,  wh«  jm  niKiii  is 
even  as  mid-day.    1  had  intended  l  o  hav  c  spoke  with 


"  We  have  seen  plenty  such  alread  y,"  paid  Desbo- 
rough ;  "  for  one,  I  came  here  to  sor\'e  the  csia 


Good-night  "  exclMmed  Ev  erard ;  and  was  about 
to  go,  when  Bletson  again  pr-ssed  close,  and  whis- 
pered to  him.  "  Hark  thee,  Colonel-you  know  my 
friendship  for  thee— I  do  implore  thee  to  le^ive  the  door 
of  thy  apartnient  open,  tliat  if  thou  meeicst  with  any 
disturbance,  I  may  hear  thee  call,  and  be  with  thee 
upon  the  very  instant.  Do  this,  dear  Everard,.  my 
fears  for  thoc  will  keep  yik?  awake  else;  fori  know 
that,  notwithstanding  your  cxcclleni  scn8e,youente> 
tain  some  of  those  supers litiou.'*  idi.afl  which  we  suck 
in  with  our  mother's  milk,  and  which  constitute  tho 
ground  of  our  fears  in  situations  like  the  present* 
therefore  leave  thy  door  open,  if  you  love  mo  tiiat 
you  may  have  ready  assistance  from  nie  in  case  of 
nc«J." 

"My  master,''  said  Wildrake,  "trusts,  first,  in  his 
Bible,  sir,  and  then  in  hie  good  sword.    Ho  Iwa  Wi 
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idea  that  the  Devfl  cui  be  baflled  by  the  chann  of  two 
men  lying  in  one  room^  still  less  that  the  fool  fiend 
can  be  argued  oat  of  existence  by  the  Nollifidiana  of 
the  Rota." 

Everard  seized  bis  hnprudent  friend  hj  the  collar, 
and  drag^  him  off  as  he  was  speaking,  keeping  fast 
bold  of  nim  till  they  were  both  in  the  chamber  of 
Victor  Lee,  where  they  had  slept  on  a  former  occasion. 
Even  then  he  conunued  to  hold  Wildrake,  until 
the  servant  had  arranged  the  lights,  and  was  dis- 
missed from  the  room;  then  letting  him  go.  addressed 
him  with  the  apbraiduig  question,  "  Art  thou  not  a 
prudent  and  sagacious  person,  who  in  times  like  these 
seek*8t  every  opportunity  to  argue  yourself  into  a  broil, 
or  embroil  yourself  in  an  argument?  Out  on  you  I" 

**  Ay,  out  on  me,  indeed,'  said  the  cavalier;  "  out 
on  me  for  a  noor  tame-spirited  creature,  that  submits 
to  be  bandiea  about  in  this  manner,  by  a  man  who  is 
neither  better  bom  nor  better  bred  than  myself  I  tell 
thee,  Mark,  you  make  an  unfair  use  of  your  advan- 
tages over  me.  Why  will  you  not  let  me  go  from  you, 
and  live  and  die  after  my  own  fashion  7" 

"  Because,  before  we  bad  been  a  week  separate,  I 
should  hear  of  your  dnng  after  a  fashion  of  a  dog. 
Come,  my  good  friend,  what  madness  was  it  in  thee 
to  fall  foul  on  Harrison,  and  then  to  enter  into  useless 
argument  with  Bletson  7" 

"Why,  we  are  in  the  Devil's  house,  I  think,  and  I 
would  willingly  give  the  landlord  his  due  wherever  I 
travel.  To  have  sent  him  Harrison^  or  Bletson  now, 
just  as  a  lunch  to  stop  his  appetite,  till  Crom" 

"  Hush !  stone  walls  have  ears,"  said  Evex|ird, 
looking  around  him.  "  Hera  stands  thy  night  dnnk. 
Look  to  thy  arms,  for  we  must  be  careful  as  if  the 
Avenger  of  Blood  were  behind  us.  Yonder  is  thy  bed 
—and  J,  as  thou  seest,  have  one  prepared  in  the  par- 
lour.   The  door  only  divides  us.'*^ 

"  Which  I  will  leave  open,  in  case  thou  shonldst 
holla  for  assistance,  as  yonder  NulUfidian  hath  it— 
But  how  hast  thou  got  all  this  so  well  put  in  order, 
good  patron  ?" 

"  I  gave  the  steward  Tomkins  notice  of  my  pmpose 
to  sleep  here." 

"A  strange  fellow  that,"  said  Wildrake,  "and,  as  I 
judge,  has  taken  measure  of  eveiy  one's  foot— all 
seems  to  pass  through  his  hands." 

"  He  is,  I  have  underatood^"  replied  Everard,  "one 
of  the  men  formed  by  the  times— has  a  ready  gift  of 
preaching  and  expounding,  which  keeps  him  in  high 
terms  with  the  Independents;  and  recommends  him- 
self to  the  more  moderate  people  by  his  int^igenoe 
and  activity." 

"  Has  his  sincerity  ever  been  doubted  f  said  Wild- 
rake. 

"Never,  that  I  heard  o^"  said  the  Colonels  "On 
the  contrary,  he  has  been  familiarly  odled  Honest 
Joe,  and  Trusty  Tompkins.  For  my  part,  I  believe 
his  sincerity  has  always  kept  pace  with  his  interest 
—But  come,  finish  thy  cup,  and  to  bed.- What,  all 
emptied  at  one  draught?" 

''^Adzookere,  yes— my  vow  forbids  me  to  make  two 
on*t ;  but,  never  feai^tne  nightcap  will  only  warm  mj 
brain,  not  clog  it  So,  man  or  devil,  give  me  notice 
if  you  are  disturbed,  and  rely  on  me  m  a  twinkling." 
So  saying,  the  cavalier  retreated  into  his  separate 
apartment,  and  Colonel  Everard.  taking  off  the  most 
cumbrous  part  of  his  dress,  lay  down  in  his  boas  and 
doublet,  and  composed  himself  cofest 

He  was  awakened  from  sleep  by  a  slow  and  solemn 
strain  of  music,  which  died  away  as  at  a  distance. 
He  started  up,  and  felt  for  bis  arms,  which  he  found 
close  beside  htm.  His  temporary  bed  bong  without 
curtains,  he  could  look  around  him  without  diAculty: 
but  as  there  remsined  in  the  chimney  only  a  lew  red 
embera  of  the  fire,  which  he  had  arranged  before  be 
went  to  sleep,  it  was  impossible  he  could  discern  any 
thing.  He  felt,  therefore,  in  spite  of  his  natural 
oouragei  that  undefined  and  thrilling  species  of  tre» 
jnor  which  attends  a  sense  that  danger  is  near,  and 
an  uncertainty  coneeming  its  cause  and  character. 
Reluctant  as  he  was  to  yield  belief  to  supernatural  oc- 
currences, we  have  already  said  he  was  not  absolutelf 
incredulous;  as,  perhaps,  aven  in  this  more  sceptical  i 
age,  there  are  many  fewer  complete  and  absolute  infi- 1 


dels  on  this  particular  than  give  themselves  oot  for 
such.  Uncertain  whether  he  had  not  dreamed  of 
these  sounds  which  seemed  vet  in  his  esrs,  he  was  on- 
willing  to  risk  the  railleiyof  his  friend  by  Bummoning 
him  to  his  assistance.  He  sat  up,  therefore,  in  his  bed, 
dot  without  experiencing  that  nervous  antarion  ,to 
which  brave  men  as  well  ss  cowards  are  subject ;  with 
this  difference,  that  the  one  sinks  under  it,  like  the 
vine  under  the  hail-storm,  and  the  other  collects  fait 
energies  to  shake  it  off]  as  the  cedar  of  Lebanon,  i» 
said  to  elevate  its  boughs  to  disperse  the  snow  which 
accumulates  upon  them. 

The  story  of  Harrison,  in  his  own  absohite  despita 
and  notwithstanding  a  secret  suspicion  which  he  had 
of  trick  or  connivance,  returned  on  bis  mind  at  this 
dead  and  solitary  hour.  Harriflon,  he  remembered, 
had  describe]  the  vision  by  a  circumstance  of  its  ap- 
pesrance  different  from  that  which  his  own  remark 
had  been  calculated  to  suggest  to  the  mind  of  the 
visionary;— that  bloody  napkin,  alwaya  pressed  to 
the  side,  waa  then  a  circumstance  present  either  to 
his  bodily  eye,  or  to  thait  oP  his  agitated  imagination. 
Did,  then,  the  murdoed  revisit  the  living  haunts  of 
those  who  had  forced  them  from  the  stage  with  all 
their  sins  unaccounted  for?  And  if  they  did,,raigfat 
not  the  same  permission  authorize  other  visitations  of 
a  similar  nature,  to  warn— to  instruct— to  punish 9 
Rash  are  they,  was  his  conclusion,  and  creduXMia^ 
who  receive  as  truth  eveiy  tale  of  the  kind ;  but  no 
leas  rash  may  it  bsi  to  limit  the  power  of  the  Creator 
over  the  woiks  which  he  has  made,  and  to  suppose 
that,  by  the  permission  of  the  Author  of  Natnia  the 
laws  of  Nature  may  not,  in  peculiar  cases,  and  sir 
high  purposes,  be  temporarily  suspended. 

While  these  thougbu  passed  through  Eversid^e 
mind,  feelings  unknown  to  him,  even  when  he  stood 
firet  on  the  rough  andperilous  edge  of  battle,  gained 
ground  upon  him.  He  feared  he  knew  not  whati 
and  where  an  open  and  discernible  peril  would  have 
drawn  out  his  courasei  the  absolute  uncertamty  of 
his  situation  increased  hia  sense  of  the  danger.  He 
felt  an  almost  irresistible  desire  to  spnng  nom  hie 
bed  and  heap  fiiel  on  the  dying  embers,  ezpechnc  by 
the  blaze  to  see  some  strange  sight  in  his  chamber. 
He  was  also  strongly  tempted  to  awaken  Wildrake  t 
but  shame,  stronger  than  fear  itaeU;  checked  theee 
impulses.  What!  should  it  be  thought  that  Mark- 
bam  Everard,  held  one  of  the  best  soldiera  who  had 
drawn  a  swmti  in  this  sad  wai^-Markham  Everard, 
who  had  obtained  such  distmgtuBhed  rank  \n  the 
army  of  the  Pariiament,  thouefa  so  young  m  Ifm, 
was  afraid  of  remaining  by  himself  m  a  twilights 
room  at  midnight?— It  never  should  be, said. 

This  was,  however,  no  charm  for  his  tmpleesaat 
current  of  tnooght  There  rasbed  on  his  mind  .the 
various  traditions  of  Victor  Lee's  chamber,  which, 
thouirh  he  had  often  despised  them  aa  vague,  unao- 
thenticated,  and  inconsistent  runiours,  engendered 
by  ancient  superstition,  and  transmitted  from  genera- 
tion to  generation  by  loouacious  credtihty,  had  yet 
something  in  them,  which  did  not  tend  to  allay  the 

E resent  unpleasant  sute  of  his  nerves.  Then,  when 
e  recollected  the  events  of  that  very  afternoon,  the 
weapon  prised  asainst  hie  throat,  and  the  strong 
arm  which  threw  nim  backward  on  the  floor— if  the 
remembrance  aerved  to  contradict  the  idea  of  flitting 

Ehantoms,  and  unreal  daggers,  it  certainly  indnoed 
im  to  believe,  that  there  was  in  some  part  of  ihie 
eztenaive  mansion  a  purtv  of  cavaliera,  or  malig- 
naota,  harboured,  who  might  arise  in  the  night,  over^ 
power  the  guards,  and  execute  upon  them  all,  but  on 
Harriaon  io  particular,  aa  one  ot  the  rsmcide  JudgM^ 
that  vengeance  which  waa  eo  eageriy  thirsted  fi)r  bf 
the  attached  followere  of  the  alaughtered  monarch. 

He  endeavoured  to  console  himself  on  this  subject, 
by  the  number  and  positk>n  of  the  guanlii  yet  still 
was  dissatisfied  with  himself  for  not  haying  taken 
yet  more  exact  precautions,  snd  for  keeping  an  ex- 
torted promise  of  ailenoe,  which  mimit  consign,  so 
many  of  his  party  to  the  danger  of  aMassinatipn. 
These  thoughts,  connected  with  his  nimary  dutm 
awakened  another  train  of  reflectiona.  He  bethought 
himself,  that  all  he  could  now  do,  waa  to  vuit  the 
sentries,  and  ascertain  that  they  wers  aweke^  vm% 
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•n  the  watch,  and  ao  aitoated,  that  in  time  of  need 
they  miffht  be  ready  to  suoport  each  other.— **  Thie 
better  befita  me,"  he  thougbi,  "  than  to  be  here  like  a 
difld,  fru^tening  myaelf  with  the  old  woman's  le- 
gend, wnieh  I  have  laughed  at  when  a  boy.  What 
althoogh  old  Victor  Lee  wae  a  eachlegioaa  man.  as 
oOBUDon  report  goes,  and  brewed  ale  in  the  font 
which  he  brought  from  the  ancient  palace  of  Holy- 
nod,  while  church  and  building  were  in  flames? 
And  what  althou^  his  eldest  eon  was  when  a  child 
acalded  to  death  m  the  same  veseell  How  many 
cbnrchea  have  been  demolished  since  his  time?  How 
many  Ibnta  desecrated  ?  So  mf  ny  indeed,  that  were 
the  vengeance  of  Heaven  to  visit  such  aggressions  in 
a  aupemamral  manner,  no  comer  in  Enmand,  no,  not 
the  moat  petty  parish  church,  but  would  have  its  ap- 
paiition. — Tuah,  theee  are  klle  fancies,  unworthy,  es- 
peciaUy^  to  be  entertained  by  thoee  educated  to  believe 
that  sanctity  resides  in  the  mtention  and  the  act.  not 
in  the  butldmgs  or  fonts,  or  the  form  of  worship." 

As  thoa  bo  called  togetheff  the  articles  of  hu  Cal- 
viniscic  creed,  the  bell  of  the  great  clock  (a  token  sel- 
dom silent  in  such  narradves)  tolled  threes  and  was 
immediatdy  followed  by  the  hoarse  call  of  the  sentir 
Dels  through  vault  and  gallery,  upstairs  and  beneath. 
diallengiDg  and  answermg  eseh  other  wirfa  the  usual 
watchword,  All's  well.  Their  voices  mingled  with 
the  deep  boom  of  the  bell,  vet  ceased  before  that  was 
silent,  and  when  they  haa  died  away,  the  tingling 
echo  of  the  prolonged  knell  was  scarcely  audible.  Ere 
jret  that  laet  distant  tingfinghad  finally  subsided  into 
siknceb  it  aeemed  as  if  it  again  was  awakened;  and 
Everard  could  hardly  judge  at  first  whether  a  new 
echo  had  taken  up  the  fiulinff  cadence,  or  whether 
some  other  and  separate  sound  was  disturbing  anew 
the  ailenoe  to  which  the  deep  knell  had,  as  its  voice 
ceased,  conaigned  the  ancient  mansion  and  the  woods 
around  it 

Bot  the  doubt  was  soon  cleared  up.  The  musical 
tones,  which  had  mingled  with  the  dying  echoea  of 
the  knell,  seemed  at  first  to  prolong,  and  afterwards 
to  survive  them.  A  wild  stram  of  melody,  beginning 
at  a  distance,  and  growing  louder  as  it  advanced, 
seemed  to  pass  from  room  to  room,  from  cabinet  to 
nllery,  from  hall  to  bower,  through  the  deserted  and 
dishonotwed  ruins  of  the  ancient  r^idence  of  so  many 
sovereigns ;  and,  as  it  approached,  no  soldier  gave 
alarm,  nor  did  any  of  the  numerous  guests  of  various 
degrees^  who  ^pent  en  unpleasant  and  terrified  night 
in  that  ancient  mansion,  seem  to  dare  to  announce  to 
each  other  the  inexplicable  cause  of  apprehension., 

Eveiard's  excited  state  of  mind  did  not  permit  him 
to  be  so  passive.  The  aounds  approached  so  nigh, 
that  it  aeemed  they  were  i>erformmg,  in  the  very  next 
apartment,  a  solemn  service  for  the  dead,  when  he 
gave  the  alarm^y  calling  loudly  to  his  trusty  attend- 
ant and  friend  Wildrake,  who  slumbered  in  the  next 
chamber  with  only  a  door  betwixt  them,  and  even 
that  ajar. 

"Wildrake— Wildrake  !~Up-«p!  Dost  thou  not 
hear  the  alarm  ?" 

Tliere  waa  no  anawer  fsom  Wildrake.  though  the 
maaical  sounds^  which  now  rmg  through  the  apart^ 
meat,  as  if  the  perforaiera  had  actually  been  within 
its  precincts  would  have  been  sufficient  to  awaken  a 
deeping  person,  even  without  the  shout  of  his  com- 
rade and  patroiL 

"Alarm  I— Roger  Wildrake— alarm !"  again  called 
Everard,  getting  out  of  bed  and  grasping  hu  weapons 
—  Get  a  Tight,  and  cry  alarm  r 

Tliere  waa  no  answer.  Hia  voice  died  away  as  the 
aoond  of  the  music  seemed  also  to  die ;  and  the  same 
soft  sweet  voice,  which  still  to  his  thinking  resembled 
that  of  Alice  Lee,  was  heard  in  his  apartment,  and, 
as  he  thought,  at  no  distance  from  him. 

"Your  comrade  wrU  not  answer,"  said  the  low 
soft  voice.  *'  Those  only  hear  the  alarm  whose  con- 
■dences  feel  the  call." 

"Again  this  mummery!"  said  Everard.  "I  am 
better  armed  than  I  was  of  late;  and  but  for  the 
sound  of  that  voice,  the  speaker  had  bought  his 
trifling  dear." 

It  waa  singular,  we  may  observe  in  passing,  that 
theinstant  tfis  distinct  soonda  of  the  human  voice 


were  heard  by  Everard,  all  idea  of  supeinataral  mter- 
ferenee  was  at  an  end,  and  the  charm  by  which  he 
had  been  formerly  fettered  appeared  to  be  Broken ;  ao 
much  is  the  influence  of  imaginary  or  superatitioua 
terror  dependent  (so  far  as  it  respects  strong  judg- 
ments at  ieast)  upon  what  is  vsgue  or  ambiguous 
and  so  readily  do  distinct  tones^  and  express  kleas, 
bnngsnch  judgments  bsck  to  the  current  of  ordinary 
life.  The  voice  returned  answer,  as  addressing  hia 
thoughts  as  well  as  his  words. 

"We  laugh  at  the  weapons  thou  thinkest  should 
terrify  us.  Over  the  guardians  of  Woodstock  they 
have  no  power.  Fire,  if  thou  wilt,  and  try  the  e&ct 
of  thy  weapons.  But  know,  it  is  not  our  purpose  to 
harm  thee— thou  art  of  a  falcon  breed,  and  noble  in 
thy  disposition,  though,  unreclaimed  and  ill  nurtured, 
thou  hauntest  with  kites  snd  carrion  crowa  Wing 
thy  flight  from  hence  on  the  morrow,  for  if  thou 
tamest  with  the  bats,  owla,  vultures,  and  ravens, 
which  have  thought  to  nestle  here,  thou  wilt  inevita- 
bly share  their  fate.  Away  then,  that  these  halls  may 
be  swept  and  garnished  for  the  reception  of  those 
who  have  a  better  right  to  inhabit  them." 

Everard  answeredin  a  raised  voice.— "Once  mora 
I  warn  you,  think  not  to  defy  me  in  vain.  I  am  no 
child  to  he  frightened  by  goblin's  tales:  and  no 
coward,  armed  as  I  am,  to  be  alarmed  at  tne  threata 
of  banditti  If  I  give  you  a  moment's  indulgence,  it  is 
for  the  sake  of  dear  and  misguided  friends,  who  may 
be  concerned  with  this  dangerous  gambol.  Know.  I 
can  bring  a  troop  of  soldien  round  the  castle,  who 
will  search  ita  most  inward  recesses  for  the  author  of 
this  audadous frolic;  and  if  that  search  should  faO, 
It  will  cost  but  a  few  barrels  of  gunpowder  to  make 
the  manaion  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  bury  under  them 
the  authon  of  such  an  ill-judged  pastime." 

*/Tou  epeak  proudly.  Sir  Colonel,"  said  another 
voioa  similar  to  that  harsher  and  stronger  tone  by 
which  he  had  been  addressed  in  the  gaiuery;  "tiy 
your  courage  in  this  direction." 

"  You  should  not  dare  me  twice,"  said  Colonel 
Everard,  "  had  I  a  glimpse  of  light  to  take  aim  by." 

As  he  spoke,  a  sudden  gleam  of  light  wss  thrown 
with  a  brilliancy  which  almost  dazzled  the  speaker, 
showing  distinctly  a  fonn  somewhat  resembling  that 
of  Victor  Lee.  as  represented  in  his  picture,  holding 
in  one  hand  a  lady  completely  veiled,  and  in  the  other 
his  leading-staff,  or  truncheon.  Both  figures  were 
animated,  and,  as  it  appeared,  standing  within  six 
feet  of  him. 

"  Were  it  not  for  the  woman."  saki  Everard,  **I 
would  not  be  thus  mortally  dared." 

"  Spare  not  for  the  female  form,  but  do  your  wont," 
replied  the  same  voice.    "  I  defy  you." 

"Repeat  your  defiance  when  I  have  counted 
thrice^'^  said  Everard,  "and  take  the  punishment 
of  your  insolence.  Once— I  have  cocked  my  pistol 
—Twice— I  never  missed  my  aim— By  all  that  is 
sacred,  I  fire  if  you  do  not  withdrew.  When  I  pro- 
nounce the  next  number,  I  will  shoot  you  dead  where 
you  stand.  I  am  yet  unwilling  to  shed  blood— I 
give  you  another  chance  of  fught— once— twice— 
Tnaicxl" 

Everard  ahned  at  the  bosom,  and  dischaiged  hia 
pistoL  The  fisure  waved  its  arm  in  an  attitude  of 
scorn;  and  aloud  laugh  arose,  during  which  the 
light,  as  gradually  gpwing  weaker,  danced  and  glim- 
mered upon  the  apparition  of  the  aged  knight,  and 
then  disappeared.  Everard's  life-blood  ran  eojd  to  hia 
heart— "Had  he  been  of  human  mould/'  he  thooffht, 
"  the  bullet  must  have  pierced  him— but  1  have  neither 
will  nor  power  to  fight  with  aupematural  beings." 

The  feoing  of  oppression  was  now  so  strong  as  ro 
be  actually  sickening.  He  groped  his  way,  however, 
to  the  fireside,  and  flung  on  the  embere  which  were 
yet  gleaming,  a  handful  of  dry  fuel.  It  preaently 
olazed,  and  anbrded  him  light  to  see  the  room  in  eyery 
direction.  He  looked  cautiously,  almost  timidly, 
around,  "and  half  expected  some  horrible  phantom  to 
become  visible.  But  he  saw  nothing  save  the  out 
furniture,  the  reading-desk,  and  other  articleB^  which 
had  been  left  in  the  same  state  as  when  Sir  Henry 
Lee  departed.  He  fdt  an  uneontrollablo  desire,  min- 
gled with  much  rspognance,  to  loek  at  the  portrait  of 


ea 


WOODSTOCK. 


[CHAf  XVL 


the  ancient  knieht,  which  the  form  he  had  aeen  bo 
strongly  resembled.  He  hesitated  betwixt  the  oppo- 
sing (eelingSL  but  at  length  snatched,  with  desperate 
resolntion,  the  taper  which  he  had  eztinsuishea,  and 
relighted  it,  ere  the  blaze  of  the  fuel  had  again  died 
away.  He  held  it  up  to  the  ancient  portrait  of  Victor 
Lee.  and  gazed  on  it  with  eager  curiosity,  not  unmin- 
gled  with  fear.  Almost  the  childish  terrors  of  his 
earlier  days  returned,  and  he  thought  the  severe  pale 
eye  of  the  ancient  warrior  followed  his,  and  menaced 
him  with  its  displeasure.  And  althougii  he  quickly 
argued  himself  out  of  such  an  absurd  belief,  yet  the 
mixed  feelings  of  his  mind  were  expressed  in  words 
that  seemed  half  addressed  to  the  ancient  portrait. 

"  Soul  of  my  mother's  ancestor,"  he  sain,  "be  it  for 
weal  or  for  wo,  by  desi&^ning  men,  or  by  stupematural 
beings,  that  these  ancient  iialls  are  disturbed,  I  am 
resolved  to  leave  them  on  the  morrow." 

"I  rejoice  to  hear  it,  with  all  ray  soul,"  said  a  voice 
behind  him. 

He  turned,  saw  a  tall  figure  in  white,  with  a  sort  of 
turban  upon  its  head,  and  dropping  the  candle  in  the 
exertion,  instantly  grappled  with  it. 

"  TTiou  at  least  art  palpable,"  he  said. 
Palpable?"  answered  he  whom  he  grasped  so 
strongly—"  'Sdeath,  methinks  you  might  know  that 
without  the  risk  of  choking  me ;  and  it  you  loose  me 
not,  rU  show  you  that  two  can  play  at  the  game  of 
wrestling." 

"Roger  Wildrake!"  said  Everard,  letting  the  cava- 
lier loose,  and  stepping  back. 

"Roger  Wildrake  1  ay,  truly.  Did  you  take  me  for 
Roger  Bacon,  come  to  help  you  to  raise  the  dev'd?— 
for  the  place  smells  of  sulphur  consumedly." 

"It  is  the  pistol  I  fired— Did  you  not  hear  it?" 

"  Why,  yes,  it  was  the  first  thing  waked  me— 
for  that  nightcap  which  I  pulled  on,  made  me  sleep 
like  a  dormouse— Pshaw,  I  feel  my  brains  giddy  with 
It  yet." 

'And  wherefore  came  you  not  on  the  instant?— I 
never  needed  help  more." 

"  I  came  as  fast  as  I  could,"  answered  Wildrake  ; 
"  but  it  was  some  time  ere  I  got  my  senses  collected, 
for  1  was  dreaming  of  that  cursed  field  at  Nascbv— 
and  then  the  door  of  my  room  was  shut,  and  hanl  to 
open,  till  I  played  the  locksmith  with  my  foot." 

"  How !  it  was  open  when  I  went  to  bed,"  said 
Everard. 

"  It  was  locked  when  I  came  out  of  bed,  though,*' 
said  Wildrake,  "  and  I  marvel  you  heard  me  not  when 
I  forced  it  open." 

"  My  mind  wan  occupied  othemv'isc,"  said  Everard. 

"Well,"  said  Wddrake,  "but  what  has  happened  ? 
—Here  am  I  bolt  upright,  ond  ready  to  fight,  if  this 
yawning  fit  will  give  me  leave— Mother  Redcap's 
mightiest  is  weaker  than  I  drank  last  night,  by  a 
bushel  to  a  barleycorn— I  have  quafTod  the  very  elixir 
of  malt— Ha— yaw." 

"  And  some  opiate  besides,  I  should  think,"  said 
Everard. 

"Very  like— very  like— less  than  the  pistol-shot 
would  not  waken  me ;  even  me,  who  with  but  an 
ordinary  grace-cup  sleep  as  lightly  as  a  maiden  on 
the  first  01  May,  when  she  watches  for  the  earliest 
beam  to  go  to  gather  dew.  But  what  are  you  about 
to  do  next  ?" 

"Nothing,"  answered  Everard. 

"Nothing;?"  said  Wildrake,  in  surprise. 
,  **  1  speak  It,"  said  Colonel  Everard,  "  less  for  your 
information,  than  for  that  of  others  who  may  hear 
me,  that  I  will  leave  the  Lodge  this  morning,  and,  if  it 
IS  possible,  remove  the  Commissioners." 

"  Hark,"  said  Wildrake,  "  do  you  not  hear  some 
noise,  like  the  distant  sound  ot  the  applause  of  a 
theatre  1  The  goblins  of  the  place  rejoice  in  your 
departure." 

I  shall  leave  Woodstock,"  said  Everard,  "  to  the 
occupation  of  my  uncle  Sir  Henry  Lee,  and  his 
family,  if  they  choose  to  resume  it  i  not  that  I  am 
frightened  into  this  as  a  concession  to  the  scries  of 
artifices  which  have  been  play^  ofTon  this  occasion, 
but  solely  because  such  was  my  intention  from  the 
be^innine.  But  let  me  warn,"  (he  added,  raising  his 
voice. >—  let  me  wun  the  parties  concerned  in  this 


combination,  that  though  itmaypasaoffsuccearfiittf 
on  a  fool  like  Desborough,  a  visionary  like  Harrisoo, 
a  coward  like  Bletson"- 


Here  a  voice  distinctly  spoke,  as  standing 
them— "Or  a  wise,  moderate,  and  resolute  pem^ 
like  Colonel  Everard." 

"  By  Heaven,  the  voice  came  from  the  picture,"  Mid 
Wildrake,  drawing  his  sword ;  "  I  will  pink  his  pUlai 
amour  for  him." 

"Offer  no  violence,"  said  Everard,  startled  at  tlw 
interruption,  but  resuming  with  firmness  what  be  wa 
saying,—"  Let  those  engaged  be  aware,  that  howew 
this  string  of  artifices  may  be  immediately  Buocen> 
fill,  it  must,  when  closely  looked  into,  be  attended 
with  the  punishment  of  all  concerned— the  total  d^ 
molition  of  Woodstock,  and  the  irremediable  dowi> 
fall  of  the  family  of  Lee.  Let  all  concerned  think  it 
this,  and  desist  m  time." 

He  paused,  and  almost  expected  a  reply,  but  noM 
such  came. 

"It  is  a  very  odd  thing,"  said  Wildrake;  "baty 
yaw-ha— my  brain  cannot  compass  it  just  now;  k 
whirls  round  hko  a  toast  in  a  bowl  of  muscadine;  1 
must  sit  down — ha-yaw— and  discuss  it  at  leisurs^ 
Gramercy,  good  elbowchair."  .         . 

So  saying,  be  threw  himself,  or  rather  sank  gradih 
ally  down,  on  a  large  easy-chair,  which  had  baei 
often  pressed  by  the  weight  of  stout  Sir  Hemr 
Lee,  and  in  an  mstant  was  sound  aslerp.  Everaia 
was  far  from  feeling  the  same  inclination  for  slan- 
ber,  yet  his  mind  was  relieved  of  the  npprehensioB 
of  any  farther  visitation  that  night;  for  he  cobb- 
dercd  his  treaty  to  evacuate  Woodstock,  as  mad^ 
known  to,  and  accepted  in  all  probability  by,  thMi 
whom  the  intrusion  of  the  Commissioners  had  in* 
duced  to  take  such  singular  measures  for  expeUiqg 
them.  His  opinion,  which  had  for  a  time  bentlj> 
wards  a  belief  in  something  supernatural  in  the  dis- 
turbances, had  now  relumed  to  the  more  rational 
mode  of  accounting  for  them,  by  dexterous  combina^ 
tion,  for  which  such  a  mansion  as  Woodstock  afibid- 
ed  so  many  facihtics. 

He  heaped  the  hearth  with  fuel,  lighted  die  candl& 
and,  examining  poor  Wiidrake's  situation,  adjustad 
him  as  easily  in  the  chair  as  he  could,  the  cavalw 
stirring  his  limbs  no  tnore  than  an  infant.  His  sitoa* 
tion  went  far,  in  his  patron's  opinion,  to  infier  trick 
and  confederacy,  for  ghosts  have  no  occasion  to  dm 
men's  possets.  He  threw  himself  on  the  bed,  ana 
while  he  thought  these  strange  circumstances  over.  I 
sweet  and  low  strain  of  music  stole  through  tM 
chamber,  the  words  "Good-night— good-night— good- 
night," thrice  repeated,  each  time  in  a  softer  and  moR 
distant  tone,  seeming  to  assure  him  that  the  goblioi 
and  he  were  at  truce,  if  not  at  peace,  and  thatliebad 
no  mc^e  disturbance  to  expect  that  night  He  bad 
scarcely  the  courage  to  call  out  a  "  good-night  |"  fbr, 
after  all  his  conviction  of  the  existence  of  a  tnck,  il 
was  so  well  performed  as  to  bring  with  it  a  feeling  al 
fear,  just  like  what  an  audience  experience  during  the 
performance  of  a  tragic  scene,  which  they  know  to  bi 
unreal,  and  which  yet  affects  their  passions  by  iti 
near  approach  to  natvre.  Slecs)  overtook  him  al 
last,  and  left  him  not  till  broad  daylight  on  the 
ing  morning. 
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And  yonder  shineii  Aurora't  iMtbin^r, 

At  whoM  approftch  fhovu.  wandonnf  here  and  tbsfSb 

Troop  home  to  cbureh- jvd 

MtdnoKur  Nightt  Drmm, 

WrrH  the  fresh  air,  and  the  rising  of  momins 
every  feeling  of  the  preceding  night  had  passed  awa| 
from  Colonel  Everard's  mind^  excepting  wonder  ho« 
the  effects  which  he  had  witnessed  could  be  pro- 
duced. He  examined  the  whole  room,  sounding  boll^ 
floor,  and  wainscot,  with  his  knuckles  and  cane,  hil 
was  unable  to  discern  any  secret  passages:  whiu 
the  door,  secured  by  a  strong  cross  bolt,  and  the  look 
besides,  remained  as  firm  as  when  he  had  fastened  k 
on  the  preceding  evening.  The  apparition  reseni' 
bling  Victor  Lee  next  calliBd  his  attention.  RidiCB" 
loua  storiea  had  been  often  circulated,  of  thia  Sgan, 
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or  one  exactly  resembling  it,  haying  been  met  with  • 
bj  night  among  the  waste  apartments  and  oorri- 
&m  of  the  old  palace ;  and  Markham  Everard  had 
often  beaid  such  in  his  childhood.  He  was  angry 
to  reooUect  his  own  deficiency  of  courage,  and  the 
thrill  which  he  felt  on  the  preceding  night,  when,  by 
confedency  doubtless,  such  an  object  was  placed  be- 
l>n  his  eyes. 

"Surely,"  he  said,  "  this  fit  of  childish  folly  could  not 
make  me  miss  my  aim— more  likely  that  the  bullet 
had  been  withdrawn  clandestinely  from  my  pistol." 

He  examined  that  which  was  undischarged— he 
feond  the  bullet  in  it.  He  investigated  the  apartment 
opposite  to  the  point  at  which  he  had  fired,  and,  at 
five  feet  from  the  floor,  in  a  direct  line  between  the 
bcdsde  and  the  place  where  the  appearances  had  been 
seen,  a  pisrol-ball  had  recently  buried  itself  in  the 
wainscot  He  had  little  doubt^  therefore,  that  he  had 
fired  in  a  just  direction ;  and  mdeed  to  nave  arrived 
at  the  place  where  it  was  lodged,  the  bullet  must  have 
passed  through  the  appearance  at  which  he  aimed, 
and  proceeded  point  blank  to  the  wall  beyond.  This 
was  mysterious,  and  induced  him  to  doubt  whether 
the  art  of  witchcraft  or  conjinvtion  had  not  been 
called  in  to  assist  the  machinations  of  those  daring 
eoDspiraiora,  who,  being  themselves  mortal,  might, 
nevuthelesS)  according  to  the  universal  creed  of  the 
timea^  have  mvoked  and  obtained  assistance  from  the 
inhabitants  of  another  world. 

BjB  next  investigation  respected  the  picture  of 
Yicior  Lee  itself.  He  examined  it  minutely  as  he 
stood  on  the  floor  before  it,  and  compared  its  pale, 
^adowy,  faintly-traoed  outlines,  its  faded  colours, 
toe  stem  repose  of  the  eye,  and  deathlike  pallidness 
of  the  countenance,  with  its  diflerent  aspect  on  the 
preceding  night,  when  illuminated  by  the  ardficial 
ught  which  tell  full  upon  it,  while  it  left  every  other 
part  of  the  room  in  comparative  darkness.  The  fea- 
tnresseemed  then  to  have  an  unnatural  glow,  while 
the  rising  and  falling  of  the  flame  in  the  chimney 

Sive  the  bead  and  limbs  something  which  resembled 
e  appearance  of  actual  motion.  Now,  seen  by  day. 
it  was  a  mere  picture  of  the  hard  and  ancient  school 
of  Holbein;  last  night,  it  seemed  for  the  moment 
aom^hing  more.  Determined  to  get  to  the  bottom 
of  this  contrivance  if  possible,  Everard,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  a  table  and  chair,  examined  the  portrait  still 
mors  closely,  and  endeavoured  to  ascertam  the  exist- 
ence of  any  private  q>ring,  by  which  it  might  be  slipt 
aside, — a  contrivance  not  unfrequent  in  ancient  build- 
ings, which  usually  abounded  with  means  of  access 
and  escape,  communicated  to  none  but  the  lords  of 
the  castle,  or  their  immediate  confidants.  But  the 
panel  on  which  Victor  Lee  was  painted  was  firmly 
fixed  in  the  wainscotitig  of  the  apartment,  of  which  tt 
made  a  part,  and  the  Colonel  satisfied  himself  that  it 
could  not  have  been  used  for  the  puipose  which  he 
had  suspected. 

He  next  aroosed  his  fiiithiiil  squire  WiMrake,  who, 
notwithstsnding  his  deep  share  of  the  "  blessedness 
of  sleep,"  had  scarce  even  vet  got  rid  of  the  efiects  of 
the  grace-cup  of  the  preceding  evening.  "  It  was  the 
reward^"  according  to  his  own  view  of  the  matter, 
"of  his  temperance;  one  single  draught  having 
made  him  sleep  more  late  and  more  sound  than  a 
matter  of  half-a-dozen,  or  from  thence  to  a  dozen 
polls,  would  have  done,  when  he  was  guilty  of  the 
enormity  of  rere-suppers,*  and  of  drinking  deep  after 
them." 

"Had  your  temperate  draught,"  said  Everard, 
'*been  but  a  thought  more  sironsly  seasoned,  Wild- 
lake,  thou  hadst  slept  so  sound  that  the  last  trump 
only  could  have  waked  thee." 

And  then  answered  Wildmke,  **I  should  have 
waked  with  a  headache,  Mark ;  for  I  see  my  modest 
sip  has  not  exempted  me  from  that  epilogue.— But  let 
OS  go  forth,  and  see  how  the  night,  which  we  have 
passed  bo  strangely,  has  been  spent  by  the  rest  of 

*  B«f»-«u«Mvs  (fUMlarrlart)  boionfed  to  a  apceiM  of  lunry 
iDtroduoed  id  the  joUjr  d«]ri  of  King  Jamcs'i  extravagiinee.  and 
eootiimed  throagh  the  mibwquent  reisn.  The  nipper  took  place 
Mi  aa  oarlr  hoar,  BixKtr  seven  o'clock  et  lateat— the  rere-nipper 
WM  a  po«tliiiuoar7  twoquet,  a  ken  fvwrt,  whieh  mede  it« 
MMaraaes  at  loa  or  elevea^  aad  aerved  aa  ao  apology  for  pro- 
loofifif  tiM  eotadpdamMit  till  midnighL 


them.  I  suspect  they  are  all  right  willing  to  evacuate 
Woodstock,  unless  they  have  either  rested  better  than 
wcj  or  at  least  been  more  lucky  in  lodgings." 

**  In  that  case,  I  will  despatch  thee  down  to  Joce- 
line's  hut  to  neg^otiate  the  re-entrance  of  Sir  Henry 
Lee  and  his  family  into  their  old  apartments,  where, 
my  iliterest  with  the  General  being  joined  with  the 
indifierent  repute  of  the  place  itself,  I  think  they  have 
little  chance  of  being  disturbed  either  by  the  present, 
or  by  any  new  Commissionere." 

"But  now  ar^  they  to  defend  themselves  against 
the  fiends,. my  gallant  Colonel?"  said  Wildrake. 
"Methlnks,  had  I  an  interest  in  yonder  pretty  girl, 
such  88  thott  dost  boast,  I  should  be  loath  to  expose 
her  to  the  terrors  of  a  residence  at  Woodstock, 
where  these  devils— I  beg  their  parddn,  for  I  suppose 
they  hear  every  word  we  say— these  merry  goblins- 
make  suck  gay  work  from  twilight  till  morning." 

"My  dear  Wildrake,"  said  the  Colonel,  "  I,  as  well 
as  you,  believe  it  possible  that  our  speech  may  be 
overheard ;  but  I  care  not,  and  will  speak  my  mind 
plainly.  I  truat  Sir  Henry  and  Alice  are  not  engaged 
tn  this  silly  plot;  I  cannot  reconcile  it  with  the  pnde 
of  the  one,  the  modesty  of  the  other,  or  the  good 
sense  of  both,  that  any  motive  could  engage  them  in 
so  strange  a  conjunction.  But  the  fiends  are  all  of 
your  own  political  persuasion,  Wildrake,  all  true-blue 
cavaliers ;  and  I  am  convinced,  that  Su*  Henry  and 
Alice  Lee,  though  they  be  unconnected  with  ttiem, 
have  not  the  snghteet  cause  to  be  apprehensive  of 
their  goblin  machinations.  Besides,  Sir  Henry  and 
Jocelme  must  know  every  corner  about  the  place :  it 
will  be  far  more  difficult  to  play  off*  any  ghostly  ma- 
chinery upon  him  than  upon  strangers.  But  let  us  to 
our  toilet,  and  when  water  and  brush  have  done  their 
work,  we  will  inquire  what  is  next  to  be  done." 

"Nay,  that  wretched  puritan^s  garb  of  mine  is 
hardly  worth  brushing,"  said  Wildrake;  "and  but 
for  this  hundred-weight  of  rusty  iron,  with  which 
thou  hast  bedizened  me.  I  look  more  like  a  bankrupt 
Quaker  than  any  thing  else.  But  I'll  make  you  as 
spnice  as  ever  was  a  canting  rogue  of  your  party." 

So  saying,  and  humming  at  the  same  time  tho 
cavalier  tune,— 

"  IThough  for  a  time  we  tee  Whitehall 
with  eobweba  hung  around  the  wall, 
Tet  Heaven  ahall  make  ameoda  for  all, 
WlMa  the  King  ahall  enjoy  hia  own  again*  '*— — 

"Thouforgettest  who  are  without,"  said  Colonel 
Everard. 

"No— I  remember  who  are  within,"  replied  his 
friend.  "I  only  sing  to  my  merry  goblins,  who  will 
like  me  all  the  better  for  it  Tush,  man,  the  devils 
are  my  b<mo9  eocioB^  and  when  I  see  them,  I  will  war- 
rant tney  prove  such  roaring  boys  as  I  knew  when  I 
served  under  Lumford  and  Gonng.  fellows  with  long 
nails  that  nothing  escaped,  bottomless  stomachs  that 
nothing  filled,--fliad  for  pillaging,  ranting,  drinking, 
and  fighting,— sleeping  rough  on  the  trenches,  ana 
dying  stubbornly  in  tneir  hoots.  Ah !  those  merry 
days  are  gone !  Well,  it  is  the  fashion  to  make  a  grave 
face  on't  among  cavaliers,  and  specially  the  parsons 
that  have  lost  their  tithe-pigs ;  but  I  was  fitted  for 
the  element  of  the  time,  and  never  did  or  can  desire 
merrier  4ays  than  I  had  during  that  same  barbarous, 
bloody,  and  unnatural  rebellion." 

"  Thou  wert  ever  a  wild  sea-bird,  Roger,  even  ac- 
cording to  your  name ;  liking  the  gale  better  than  the 
calm,  the  boisterous  ocean  better  than  the  smooth 
lake,  and  your  rough,  wildstrugsle  against  the  wind, 
than  daily  food,  ease,  and  qoiet.^^ 

"Pshaw !  a  ngfor  your  smooth  lake,  and  your  old 
woman  to  feed  me  with  brewer's  grains,  and-  the 
poor  drake  obliged  to  come  swattering  whenever 
she  whistles  1  Everard,  I  like  to  feel  the  wind  rustle 
against  my  pinioni^— now  diving,  now  on  the  crest 
of  the  wave,  now  in  ocean,  now  in  eky— that  is  the 
wild-drake's  joy,  my  grave  one!  And  in  the  Civil 
War  flo  it  went  with  us— down  in  one  country,  up 
in  another,  beaten  to-day,  victorious  to-morrow— 
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*'Ha8h,  friend."  said  Everardi  "  remember  I  bold 
that  pereuaiion. ' 

"More  the  pity,  Mark,  more  the  pity/*  said  Wild- 
rake;  **but,  as  you  say.  it  is  needless  talking  of  it. 
Let  us  e'en  go  and  see  how  your  Presbyterian  pastor. 
Mr.  Holdenoogh.  has  fired,  and  whether  he  has  proved 
more  able  to  foil  the  foul  Fiend  than  have  you  his 
disciple  and  auditor." 

They  left  the  apartment  acoordingfy,  and  wereover> 
whelmed  with  the  various  incoherent  accounts  of  sen- 
tinels and  others,  all  of  whom  had  seen  or  heard  some- 
thing extraordinary  in  the  course  of  the  night.  It  is 
neediefls  to  describe  particularly  the  various  rumours 
which  each  contributed  to  the  common  stock,  with 
the  greater  alacrity  that  in  such  cases  there  seems 
always  to  be  a  sort  of  disgrace  in  not  having  «en  or 
suflered  as  much  as  others. 

The  most  moderate  of  the  narrators  only  talked  of 
sounds  like  the  mewing  of  a  cat.  or  the  growling  of  a 
dog,  especially  the  squeaking  oi  a  pig.  They  heard 
also  as  if  it  had  been  nails  dnven  and  saws  used,  and 
the  clashing  of  fetters,  and  the  rusding  of  silk  gowns, 
and  the  notes  of  music,  and  in  short  alisorts  of  sounds 
which  have  nothing  to  do  with  each  other.  Others 
swore,  they  had  smelt  savours  of  various  kinds,  chiefly 
bituminous,  indicatinsa  Satanic  derivation;  others 
did  not  indeed  swear^  out  protested,  to  visions  of  men 
in  armour,  horses  without  heads,  asses  with  horns, 
and  cows  with  six  legs,  not  to  mention  black  figures, 
whose  cloven  hoofsga ve  plain  information  what  realm 
they  belonged  to. 

But  these  strongly  attested  cases  of  nocturnal  dis- 
turbances among  the  sentinels  had  been  so  general, 
as  to  prevent  alarm  and  succour  on  any  particular 
point,  BO  that  those  who  were  on  duty  called  in  vain 
on  the  corps-de-gartU^  who  were  trembling  on  their 
own  post :  and  an  alert  enemy  might  have  done  com- 
plete execution  on  the  whole  garrison.  But  amid  this 
general  aUrU,  no  violence  appeared  to  be  meant,  and 
annoyaoce,  not  ii^ry^  seemed  to  have  been  the  go^ 
lin*s  object,  excepting  in  the  case  of  one  poor  fellow, 
a  trooper,  who  had  followed  Harrison  in  half  his  bat- 
tles, and  now  was  sentinel  in  that  very  vestibule  upon 
which  Everard  had  recommended  tnem  to  mount  a 
guard.  He  had  presented  his  carabine  at  somelbing 
which  came  suddenly  upon  him,  when  it  was  wrested 
out  of  his  hands,  and  he  himself  knocked  down  with 
the  but-eod  of  it.  His  broken  head,  and  the  drenched 
bedding  of  Desborough,  upon  whom  a  tub  of  ditch 
water  had  been  emptied  during  his  sleep,  were  the 
only  pieces  of  real  evidence  to  attest  the  disturbances 
of  the  night 

The  reports  from  Harrison's  apartment  were,  as  de- 
livered by  the  grave  Master  Tomkins,  that  truly  the 
General  had  passed  the  night  undistiurbed.  though 
there  was  still  upon  him  a  deep  sleep,  and  a  folding  of 
the  hands  to  slumber;  from  which  Everard  argued 
that  the  machinators  had  esteemed  Harrison's  part  of 
the  reckoning  sufficiently  paid  off  on  the  preceding 
evening. 

He  then  proceeded  to  the  apartment  doubly  arri- 
Boned  by  the  worshipful  Desborough,  and  the  philo- 
sophical filetson.  They  were  both  i^  and  dressing 
themselves,  the  former  open-mouthed  in  his  feeUng  ot 
fear  and  suffering.  Indeed,  no  sooner  had  Everard 
entered,  than  the  ducked  and  dismayed  Colonel  made 
a  dismal  complaintof  the  way  he  had  spent  the  night, 
and  murmured  not  a  little  against  ois  worshipful 
kinsman,  for  imposing  a  task  upon  him  which  in- 
urred  so  much  annoyance. 

"Could  not  his  Excellency,  my  kinsman  NolV'  he 
said, "  have  given  his  poor  relative  and  brother-in-law 
a  sop  somewhere  else,  than  out  of  this  Woodstock, 
which  seems  to  be  the  devil's  own  porridge-pot  7  1 
cannot  tup  broth  with  the  devil ;  I  have  no  long  spoon 
—not  I.    Could  he  not  have  quartered  me  in  some 

Xuiet  comer,  and  given  this  haunted  place  to  some  of 
is  preachers  and  prayers,  who  know  the  Bible  as  well 
as  the  muster-roll  7  whereas  I  know  the  four  hoofs  of 
a  clean-going  nag,  or  the  pointa  of  a  team  of  oxen, 
better  tlian  all  the  books  of  Moses.  But  I  wfll  give  it 
ovei^at  once  and  for  ever ;  hopes  of  earthly  gain  shall 
never  make  me  run  the  risk  of  being  earned  away 
bodily  by  the  devil,  besides  being  set  upon  my  head 


one  whole  night,  and  soused  with  ditdi  water  thene.xt 
—No,  no— I  am  too  wise  for  that" 
Master  Bletson  had  a  diflerent  part  to  act   He  com- 

Elained  of  no  personal  annoyances;  on  the  contrary, 
e  declared  he  should  have  slept  as  well  as  ever  be 
did  in  his  life,  but  for  the  abominable  disturbanoea 
around  him,  of  men  calling  to  arms  every  half  hoar, 
when  so  much  as  a  cat  tioited  by  one  of  their  posts- 
He  would  rather,  he  said,  **  have  el^t  among  a  whole 
sabaoth  of  witches,  if  such  creatures  could  be  found." 

*'  Then  you  think  there  are  no  such  things  as  att- 
ritions. Master  Bletson  7"  said  Everard.  I  uaed  to 
be  sceptical  on  the  subject ;  but,  on  my  life,  to-night 
has  been  a  strange  one." 

"Dreams,  dreams,  dreams,  jny  simple  Colonel," 
saul  Bletson,  though  nis  pale  face,  and  shsking  timba, 
belied  the  assumed  courage  with  which  he  apokd. 
"  Old  Chaucer,  sir,  hath  told  us  the  real  moral  on't — 
He  was  an  old  frequenter  of  the  forest  of  Woodstock, 
here" 

*'Chsser7"  said  Desborough;  "some  huntsman 
belike,  by  his  name— Does  he  walk,  like  Heame  at 
Windsor?" 

"Chaucer,"  said  Bletson.  "my dear  Desboroagh,  is 
one  of  those  wonderful  fellows,  as  Colonel  Everaxd 
knows,  who  live  many  a  hundred  yeare  after  they  an 
buried,  and  whose  words  haunt  our  eare  after  their 
bones  are  long  mouldered  in  the  dust" 

"Ay,  ay!  well,"  answered  Desborough,  to  whom 
this  description  of  the  old  poet  was  unintelligible— "I 
for  one  desire  his  room  rather  than  his  company— one 
of  your  conjurers,  I  warrant  him.  But  what  saya  he 
to  the  matter?" 

"  Only  a  slight  spell,  which  I  will  take  the  freedom 
to  repeat  to  Colonel  Everard."  said  Bletson;  "but 
which  would  be  as  bad  as  Greek  to  thee,  Desborough. 
-^Old  Geoffrey  lays  the  whole  blame  of  our  nocCnmal 
disturbance  on  superfluity  of  humoursi 


*  Which  caoMQ  foike  tn  dred  in  their  < 

or  arrow  t^,  and  ol'tJre  wiUired  ipleaon, 

Right  ai  the  hnmottr  of  Melancholjr 

Causeth  roanj  a  man  in  eleep  to  cry 

For  fear  of  great  bulls  and  bears  black, 

And  oUien  that  black  deviia  will  them  take.'  " 

While  he  was  thaa  declaiming,  Everaid  obaerfed  a 
book  sticking  out  from  beneath  the  pillow  of  the  bed 
lately  occupied  by  the  honourable  member. 

"Is  that  Chaucer?"  he  said,  making  to  theTohime. 
—"I  would  like  to  look  at  the  passage" 

"  Chaucer  ?'*— said  Bletson,  hastening  to  interfere ; 
"  no— that  is  Lucretius,  my  darling  Lucretius.  I  can- 
not let  you  see  it— I  have  some  private  marks." 

But  by  this  time  Everard  had  the  book  in  hit  hand. 
"Lucretius?"  he  said :  "no,  Master  Bletson— this  ia 
not  Lucretius,  but  a  ntter  comforter  in  dread  or  in 
danger—Why  should  you  be  ashamed  of  it  7— Only, 
Bletson,  instead  o(  resting  your  head,  if  yon  can  but 
anchor  your  heart  upon  this  volume,  it  ma^  serve  yoa 
in  better  stead  than  Lucretius  or  Chaucer  either." 

"Why,  what  book  is  it?"  said  Bletson,  hia  pala 
cheek  colouring  with  the  shame  of  detection. — **  Oh, 
the  Bible?"  throwing  it  down  con temptuoualy—**  some 
book  of  my  fellow  Gibeon's^these  Jews  nave  been 
always  soperatitious— ever  since  Juvenal's  time,  tboa 
knowest— 


*  QoaliaesaqaB  volai  Jadai 

He  left  me  the  old  book  for  a  spell,  I  warrant  yoo,  Ibr 
'tia  a  well-meaning  fool." 

"  He  would  scarce  have  left  the  New  Tettamant,  as 
well  as  the  Old."  said  Everard.  "Come,  mj  dear 
Bletson.  do  not  be  ashamed  of  the  wisest  thing  you 
ever  did  in  your  life,  supposing  you  took  your  Bible  in 
an  hour  of  apprehension,  with  a  view  to  profit  by  the 
contents." 

Bletson's  vanity  was  so  much  .galled,  that  it  orer- 
came  his  constitutbnal  cowardice.  Hia  little  thhl 
fingera  quivered  for  eagerness,  his  neck  and  cheeka 
were  as  red  as  scarlet;  and  hia  articulation  was  as 
thick  and  vehement  aa— in  short,  as  if  he  had  been  no 
philosopher. 

"Master  Everard,"  he  sakl,  " you  are  a  man  of  the 
sword,  sir,— and,  sir,  you  seem  to  suppose  yoorself  en- 
titled to  say  whatever  comes  intojrour  mind  with 
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reelect  to  cnrfliaiia,  Bir—But  I  would  have  you  remem- 
beTj  ar,  tbat  there  are  bounds  beyond  which  human 
patience  may  be  urged,  sir,— and  lests  which  no  man 
of  honour  will  endure^  air.— and  therefore  I  expect  an 
apoloffy  for  your  present  language,  Coionel  Everard, 
and  this  unmannerly  jesting,  sir,— or  you  may  chance 
to  hear  from  me  in  a  way  that  will  not  please  you." 

Everard  could  not  help  smiling  at  this  explosion  of 
falour,  engen«iered  by  irritated  self-love. 

**  Look  you  Master  Bletson,"  he  said,  "  I  have  been 
a  soldier,  that  is  true,  but  I  was  never  a  bloody-mind- 
ed one  i  and  as  a  Christian,  I  am  unwilling  to  enlarge 
the  kingdom  of  darkness  by  sending  a  new  vassal 
thither  before  his  time.  If  Heaven  gives  you  time  to 
lepent,  I  see  no  reason  why  my  hand  should  deprive 
you  of  it  which,  were  we  to  have  a  rencontre^  would 
he  your  tate  in  the  thrnstof  a  swoid,  or  the  pulUne 
of  a  trigger— I  therefore  prefer  to  apologize ;  and  1 
call  Desborough.  if  be  has  recovered  his  wits,  to  bear 
evidence  that  I  ao  apologize  for  having  suspected  you, 
who  are  completely  the  slave  of  your  own  vanity,  of 
any  tendency,  however  slight,  towards  grace  or  good 
sense.  Ana  I  farther  apologize  for  the  time  that  I 
have  wasted  in  endeavouring  to  wash  an  Ethiopian 
white,  or  in  recommending  rational  inoairy  to  a  self- 
wflled    theiat." 

BletBoik  overjoyed  at  the  turn  the  matter  had  taken 
^for  the  defiance  was  scarce  out  of  his  mouth  ere  he 
bc^n  to  tremble  for  the  consequences— answered 
with  great  eagerness  and  servility  of  manner,— *'  Nay. 
dearest  Colonel,  say  no  more  of  it— an  apology  is  lul 
that  is  necessary  among  men  of  honour— it  neither 
leaves  dishonour  with  nim  who  asks  it,  nor  infers 
dKradation  on  him  who  makes  it.'* 

"Not  such  an  apology  as  I  have  made,  I  trust," 
1  the  Colonel. 

^'Sa,  no— not  in  the  least,"  answered  Bletson, — 
*one  apoloAy  serves  me  just  as  well  as  another,  and 
DeeboTough  will  bear  witness  von  have  made  one, 
and  that  is  all  there  can  be  said  on  the  subject." 

"  Maater  Desborough  and  you,"  rejoined  the  Colo- 
nel, "  will  take  care  how  the  matter  is  reported,  I  dare 
say,  and  I  only  recommend  it  to  both,  that,  if  men- 
tiooed  at  all,  it  may  be  told  correctly." 

VNoy,  nay.  we  will  not  mention  it  all,"  said  Blet- 
aon,  "we  will  forget  it  from  this  moment  Only, 
B^ver  suppose  me  capable  of  superstitious  weakness. 
Bad  I  been  afraid  of  apparent  and  real  danger— why 
such  fear  is  natural  to  man— and  I  will  not  deny  that 
the  mood  of  mind  may  have  happened  to  me  as  well 
as  to  othersL  But  to  be  thought  capable  of  resorting 
to  spells,  and  sleeping  with  books  under  my  pillow  to 
secure  myself  against  ghoets,— on  my  word,  it  was 
enough  to  provoke  one  to  quarrel,  for  the  moment, 
withnis  very  best  friend.— And  now.  Colonel,  what 
is  to  be  done,  and  how  is  our  duty  to  be  executed  at 
this  accursed 'place  7  If  I  should  get  such  a  wetting 
as  Desborough's,  why  1  should  die  of  catarrh,  though 
you  see  it  hurta  him  no  more  than  a  bucket  of  water 
thrown  over  a  posthorse.  You  or,  I  presume^  a  bro- 
ther in  our  commission  j  how  are  yon  of  opinion  we 
should  proceed  7" 

"Why,  in  0x>d  time  here  comes  Hamson,"  said 
Everara,  "ana  I  will  lay  my  oom mission  from  the 
Lord  General  before  you  all :  which,  as  you  see,  Co- 
lonel Desboroughf  commandis  you  to  desist  from  ac^ 
ing  on  your  present  authority,  and  intimates  his 
pleasure  accordingly,  that  you  withdraw  from  this 
place." 

Desborough  took  the  paper  and  examined  the  sig- 
nature.—"It  is  Noll's  signature  sure  enough,"  said 
he,  dropping  his  under  jaw ;  ^only,  every  time  of  late 
he  has  made  the  Oliver  as  large  as  a  giant,  while  the 
Cromwdl  creeps  after  like  a  dwarf;  as  if  the  surname 
were  like  to  disappear  one  of  these  days  altogether. 
But  is  his  Excelleacy,  our  kinsman,  Noll  Cromwell, 
(since  he  has  the  surname  yet,)  so  unreasonable  as  to 
thmk  his  relations  and  friends  are  to  be  set  upon  their 
heads  tdl  they  have  the  crick  in  their  neck— drenched 
as  if  they  had  been  plunged  in  a  horsepond— fright- 
ened, day  abd  night,  by  all  sort  of  devils,  witches, 
and  fiuries,  and  get  not  a  penny  of  smart-money  7 
Adiooka,  (xQifive  me  for  swearing,)  if  that's  the  ca8& 
I  had  better  Dome  to  my  farm,  and  mind  team  and 
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herd,  than  dangle  after  such  a  thankless  person, 
though  I  hoot  wived  his  sister.  She  was  poor  enough 
when  I  took  her,  for  as  high  as  Noll  holds  his  head 
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now. 

•  "It  is  not  my  purpose,"  said  Bletson,  "  to  stir  do- 
bate  in  this  honourable  meeting;  and  no  one  will 
doubt  the  veneration  and  attachment  which  I  bear  to 
our  noble  General,  whom  the  current  of  events,  and 
his  own  matchless  qualities  of  courage  and  constan- 
cy, have  raised  so  high  in  these  deplorable  days.- If 
I  were  to  term  him  a  direct  and  immediate  emana- 
tion of  the  Animus  Mundi  itself— something  which 
Nature  had  produced  in  her  proudest  hour,  while  ex- 
erting herself,  as  is  her  law,  for  the  preservation  of 
the  creatures  to  whom  she  has  given  existence— I 
should  scarce  exhaust  the  ideas  \vnich  I  entertain  of 
him.  Always  protesting,  that  I  am  by  no  means  to 
be  held  as  admitting,  but  merely  as  granting  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  the  possible  existence  of  that  spe- 
cies of  emanation,  or  exhalation,  from  the  Animua 
Mundi,  of  which  I  have  made  mention.  I  appeal  to 
you.  Colonel  Desborough,  ^bo  are  his  Excellency's 
relation— to  you,  Colonel  Everard,  who  hold  the  dearer 
title  of  his  friend,  whether  I  have  overrated  my  seal 
in  his  behalf  7" 

Everard  bowed  at  this  pause,  but  Desborough  gave 
a  more  complete  authentication.  "  Nay,  I  can  bear 
witness  to  that!  I  have  seen  when  you  were  willing 
to  tie  his  points  or  brush  his  cloak,  or  the  like— and  to 
be  treated  thus  ungratefully— and  gudgeoned  of  the 

opportunities  which  had  been  given  you" 

It  is  not  for  that,"  said  Bletson,  waving  his  hand 
gracefully.  "  You  do  mc  wrong,  Master  Desborough 
—you  do  indeed,  kind  sir— although  I  know  you 
meant  it  not— No,  sir— no  partial  consideration  of 
private  interest  prevailed  on  me  to  undertake  this 
charge.  It  was  conferred  on  me  by  the  Parliament 
of  England,  in  whose  name  this  war  commenced, 
and  by  the  Council  of  State,  who  are  the  conserva- 
tors of  England's  liberty.  And  the  chance  and  se- 
rene hope  of  serving  the  country,  the  confidence  that 
I— and  you,  Master  Desborough — and  you,  worthy 
General  Hanison— superior,  as  I  am,  to  all  selfish 
considerations— to  which  I  am  sure  you  also,  good 
Colonel  Everard,  woujd  be  superior,  had  you  Been 
named  in  this  commission,  as  I  would  to  Heaven  you 
had— I  say.  the  hope  of  serving  the  country,  with  the 
aid  of  such  respectable  associates,  one  and  all  of 
them— as  well  as  you,  Colonel  Everard,  supposing  you 
to  have  been  of  the  number,  induced  me  to  accept  of 
thia  opportunity,  whereby  I  might,  gratuitously,  with 
your  assistance,  render  so  much  advantage  to  our  dear 
mother  the  Commonwealth  of  England.— Such  was 
my  hope— my  trust— my  confidence.  And  now  comes 
my  Lord  Greneral's  warrant  to  dissolve  the  authority 
by  which  we  are  entitled  to  act  Gentlemen,  I  ask 
this  honourable  meeting,  (with  all  respect  to  his  ex- 
cellency,) whether  his  commission  be  paramount  to 
that  from  which  he  himself  directly  holds  hit  com- 
mission 7  No  one  will  say  so.  I  ask  whether  he 
has  cUmbed  into  the  seat  from  which  the  late  Man  de- 
scended, or  hath  a  great  seal,  or  means  to  proceed  by 
Ererogative  in  such  a  case  7  I  cannot  see  reasoii  to 
elieve  it,  and  therefore  I  must  resist  such  doctrine. 
I  am  in  your  judgment,  my  brave  and  honourable  col- 
leagues; but  touching  my  own  i>oor  opinion,  I  feel 
myself  under  the  unhappy  necessity  of  proceeding  in 
our  commission,  as  if  the  interruption  bad  not  taken 
place;  with  this  addition,  that  the  Board  of  Seques- 
tratoTB  should  sit  by  day,  at  this  same  Lodge  of 
Woodstock,  but  that,  to  reconcile  the  minds  of  weak 
brethren,  who  may  be  afflicted  by  superstitious  ru- 
mours, as  wdl  as  to  avoid  any  practice  on  our  persona 
by  the  malignants,  who,  I  am  convinced,  are  busy  in 
this  neighbourhood,  we  should  remove  our  sittings 
after  sunset  to  the  George  Inn,  in  the  neighbouring 
borough."  ,      ,  « 

"Good  Master  Bletson,"  replied  Colonel  Everard, 
"  it  is  not  for  me  to  reply  to  you:  but  you  may  know 
in  what  characters  this  army  of  England  and  their 
Gfeneral  write  their  authority.  I  fear  me  the  annota- 
tion on  this  precept  of  the  General,  will  be  expressed 
by  the  march  of  a  troop  of  horse  from  Oxford  to  see  it 
executed.    I  beheve  there  are  enters  out  for  that  ef- 
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feet;  and  vou  know  by  late  experience,  that  the  sol- 
dier will  obev  his  Oeneral' equally  against  King  and 
Parliament."^  ,. .      ,  „      . ,  „     . 

"That  obedience  is  conditional,  said  Hamson, 
starting  fiercely  up.  **  Know'st  thou  not,  Markham 
Everara,  that  I  have  followed  the  man  Cromwell  as 
close  as  the  bull-dog  follows  his  master  1— and  so  I 
will  yet ;— but  I  am  no  spaniel,  either  to  be  beaten,  or 
to  have  the  food  I  have  earned  snatched  from  me,  as 
if  I  were  a  vile  cur,  whose  wajnes  are  a  whipping,  and 
free  leave  to  wear  my  own  skin.  I  looked,  amongst 
the  three  of  us,  that  we  might  honestly  and  piously, 
and  with  advantage  to  the  Commonwealth,  have 

S lined  out  of  this  commission  three,  or  it  ma^  be  five 
ousand  pounds.  And  does  Cromwell  imagine  I  will 
part  with  it  for  a  rough  word  ?  No  man  goeth  a  war- 
fare on  his  own  charges.  He  that  serves  the  altar 
must  live  by  the  altar— and  the  saints  must  have 
means  to  provide  them  with  good  harness  and  fresh 
horses  against  the  unsealing  and  the  pouring  forth. 
Does  Cromwell  think  I  am  so  much  of  a  tame  tiger  as 
to  permit  him  to  rend  from  me  a(  pleasure  the  mise- 
rable dole  he  hath  thrown  mel  Of  a  surety  I  will 
resist ;  and  the  men  who  are  here,  being  chiefly  of  mv 
own  regiment— men  who  wait  and  who  expect,  with 
lamps  burning  and  loins  girded,  and  each  one  his 
weapon  bound  upon  his  thigh,  will  aid  me  to  make 
this  house  good  a^nst  every  assault— ay,  even  against 
Cromwell  nimselL  until  the  latto*  coming— Selah  I 
Selah !" 

"And  I,"  said  Desborough,  "will  levy  troops  and 
protect  your  out-quarters,  not  choosing  at  present  to 
close  myself  up  in  garrison** 

"And  I,"  S3id  Bletson,  "  will  do  my  part,  and  hie 
me  to  town  and  lay  the  matter  before  Parliament,  aris- 
ing in  my  place  for  that  effect." 

Everard  was  little  moved  by  all  these  threats.  The 
only  formidable  one,  indeed,  was  that  of  Harrison, 
whose  enthusiasm,  joined  with  his  courage,  and  ob- 
stinacy, and  character  among  the  fanatics  or  his  own 
pnnciples,  made  him  a  dangerous  enemy.  Before 
trj'ing  any  arguments  with  the  refractory  Major- 
peneral,  Everard  endeavoured  to  moderate  his  feel- 
ings, and  threw  something  in  about  the  late  disturb- 
ances. 

"Talk  not  to  me  of  supernatural  disturbances, 
young  man— talk  not  to  me  of  enemies  in  the  body  or 
out  of  the  bodv.  Am  I  not  the  champion  chosen  and 
commissioned  to  encounter  and  to  conquer  the  great 
Dragon,  and  the  Beast  which  cometh  out  of  the  sea  7 
Am  I  not  to  command  the  left  wing  and  two  regi- 
ments of  the  centre,  when  the  Saints  shall  encounter 
with  the  countless  legions  of  Gog  and  Magog  7  I  tell 
ihee  that  my  name  is  written  on  the  sea  of  glass  min- 
gled with  fire,  and  that  I  will  keep  this  place  of  Wood- 
stock against  all  mortal  men,  and  against  all  devils, 
whether  m  field  or  chamber,  in  the  forest  or  in  the 
meadow,  even  till  the  Saints  reign  in  the  l^illness  of 
their  glory !" 

EveTara  saw  it  was  then  time  to  produce  two  or 
three  Imes  under  Cromwell's  hand,  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  General,  subsequently  to  thecommu- 
njnation  through  Wildrake.  The  information  they 
contained  was  calculated  to  allay  the  disappointment 
of  the  commissionere.  This  document  assigned  as 
the  reason  of  superseding  the  Woodstock  Commis- 
sion, that  he  should  probably  propose  to  the  Parlia- 
ment to  require  the  assistance  of  General  Harrison, 
Colonel  Desborough,  and  Master  Bletson,  the  hon- 
ourable member  for  Littlefaith,  in  a  much  greater 
matter,  namely,  the  disposing  of  the  royal  property, 
and  diaparking  of  the  King's  forest  at  Windsor.  So 
aoon  as  this  idea  was  started,  all  parties  pricked  up 
their  eare ;  and  thev  drooping,  and  gloomy  and  vin- 
dictive looks  b^n  to  give  place  to  courteous  smiles, 
and  to  a  cheerfulness,  which  laughed  in  their  eyes,  ana 
tojned  their  mustaches  upwards. 

Colonel  Desborough  acquitted  his  right  honourable 
*°u.  excellent  cousin  and  kinsman  of  all  species  of 
'UnkmdneM;  Master  Bletson  discovered,  that  the  in- 
terest of  the  State  was  trebly  concerned  in  the  good 
administration  of  Windsor  more  than  in   that  of 


of  Windsor  was  better  than  the  vintage  of  Wood* 
stock.  Thus  speaking,  the  glance  of  his  dark  eye  ex- 
pressed as  much  triumph  m  the  propoaed  euthlf 
advantage,  as  if  it  had  not  been,  according  to  his  vain 
pereuasion.  to  be  shortly  exchanged  for  ois  share  in 
the  general  reign  of  the  Millennium.  His  delight,  in 
short,  resembled  the  joy  of  an  eagle,  who  iHeys  upon 
a  lamb  in  the  evening  with  not  the  Was  relish,  bft- 
cause  she  descries  in  the  distant  landscape  a  hun- 
dred thousand  men  about  to  join  battle  with  daybmlu 
and  to  give  her  an  endless  feast  on  the  hearts  and 
lifeblooa  of  the  valiant. 

Yet  though  all  agreed  that  they  would  be  obedient 
to  the  General's  pleasure  in  this  matter^  Bletson  pro- 
posed, as  a  precautionary  measure,  m  which  all 
agreed,  that  they  should  take  up  their  abode  for  some 
time  in  the  town  of  Woodstock,  to  wait  for  their  new 
commissions  respecting  Windsor;  and  this  upon  the 
prudential  consideration,  that  it  was  best  not  to  slip 
one  knot  until  another  was  first  tied. 

Each  commissioner,  therefore,  wrote  to  Oliver  in- 
dividually, stating,  in  his  own  way,  the  depth  and 
height,  length  ana  breadth,  of  his  attachment  to  hiin. 
Each  exproMd  himself  resolved  to  9bey  the  General's 
injunctions  to  the  uttermost :  but  with  the  same  scru- 
pulous devotion  to  the  Parliament,  each  found,  him- 
self at  a  loss  how  to  lay  down  the  commission 
intrusted  to  them  by  that  body,, and  therefore  felc 
bound  in  conscience  to  take  up  his  residence  at  the 
boroiujfa  of  Woodstock,  that  he  might  not  seem  to 
abandon  the  charge  committed  to  them,  until  they 
should  be  called  to  administrato  the  weightier  matter 
of  Windsor,  to  which  they  expressed  th«r  willingness 
instantly  to  devote  theoiiBelves,  according  to  his  Ex- 
cellency s  pleasure. 

This  was  the  general  style  of  their  letters,  varied 
bf  the  characteristic  flourishes  of  the  writera  Des- 
borough, for  example,  said  something  about  the  reli- 
gious duty  of  providing  for  one's  own  Household,  only 
he  blundered  the  text  Bletson  wrote  long  and  big 
words  about  the  political  obligation  incumbent  on 
every  member  of  tne  community,  on  every  person,  to 
sacrifice  his  time  and  talents  to  the  service  o£  nis 
country ;  while  Harrison  talked  of  the  littleness  of 
present  affairs,  in  comparison  of  the  approaching  tre- 
mendous change  of  all  things  beneath  the  sun.  But 
a] though  the  garnishing  of  the  various  epistles  was 
different,  the  result  came  to  the  same,  that  they  were 
determined  at  least  to  keep  sight  of  Woodstock,  until 
they  were  well  assured  of  some  better  and  more  pro- 
fitable commission. 

Everard  also  wrote  a  letter  in  the  roost  grateltal 
terms  to  CromMrell,  which  would  probably  have  been 
less  warm  had  he  known  more  distinctly  than  his 
follower  chose  to  tell  him,  the  expectation  under 
which  the  wily  General  had  granted  his  request.  He 
acquainted  bis  Excellency  with  his  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing at  Woodstock,  partly  to  assure  himself  of  the 
motions  of  the  three  CommissionerB,  and  to  watch 
whether  they  dkl  not  again  enter  i^n  the  execution 
of  the  trust,  which  they  had  for  the  present  renounced, 
—and  partly  to  see  that  soma  extraordinary  eircnm- 
stances,  which  had  taken  place  in  die  Lodge,  and 
which  would  doubtless  transpire  were  not  followed 
by  any  explosion  to  the  disturbance  of  the  public 

gsaoe.  He  knew  (as  he  expressed  himseU)  that  his 
xcellency  was  so  much  the  friend  of  order,  that  he 
would  rather  disturbances  or  insurrections  were  pre- 
vented than  punished;  and  he  conjured  the  General 
to  repose  confidence  m  his  exertions  for  the  public 
service  by  every  mode  within  his  power ;  not  awaici 
it  will  be  observed,  in  what  peculiar  sense  his  genenJ 
pledge  might  be  interpreted. 

These  letters  being  made  up  into  a  packet,  wan 
forwarded  to  Wmdsor  by  a  trooper,  detaciisd  on  thai 
eiTaiuL 


CHAPTER  XVIt 

Ws  do  thst  io  oar  aaal, 

Oor  ealner  monwnta  en  afraid  to  am 


SS!!!ii       u  wmasor  more  tnan  m   tnat  ot  «j»i^w» 

Woodstock.    As  for  Harrison,  he  exclaimed,  without       Wbilb  the  Commiaskmera  were  preparing  to  rs- 
amguue  or  besitauon,  that  the  gleaning  of  the  grapes  |  move  themselves  from  the  Lodge  to  the  inn  at  the 
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borough  of  Woodstock,  with  all  that  state  and  bustle 
which  attend  the  movements  of  great  pereoDS,  and 
eipeciaUT  of  such  to  whom  greatness  is  not  entirely 
faoiliar,  Everaid  held  some  colloquy  with  the  Pres- 
hyterian  ciemrman,  Master  Holdenough,  who  had 
issued  fiom  the  apartment  which  he  had  occupied,  as 
k  were  in  defiance  of  the  spirits  bv  whom  the  man- 
aon  was  supposed  to  be  disturbed,  and  whose  pale 
cheek  and  pensive  brow  gave  token  that  he  had  not 
passed  the  night  more  comfortably  than  the  other 
mmates  of  the  Lodge  of  Woodstock.  Colonel  Eve- 
rard  having  ofiered  to  procure  the  reverend  gentle- 
man some  refreshment,  received  this  reply :— -  This 
day  shall  I  not  taste  food,  saving  that  which  we  are 
assured  of  as  sufficient  for  our  sustenance,  where  it  is 
promised  that  our  bread  shall  be  given  us,  and  our 
water  shall  be  sure.  Not  that  I  fast,  in  the  papistical 
opinion  that  it  adds  to  those  merits,  which  are  but 
an  aocomulation  of  filthy  rags;  but  because  I  hold  it 
needfol  thst  no  grosser  sustenance  should  this  day 
ckiod  my  underetanding,  or  render  less  pure  and  vivid 
the  thanks  I  owe  to  Heaven  for  a  most  wonderful 
preservation." 

"Master  Holdenough,"  said  Everard,  "you  are,  I 
know,  both  a  good  man  and  a  bold  one^  and  I  saw 
jroo  last  night  courageously  go  upon  your  sacred  dutv, 
when  soldiers,  and  tried  ones,  seemed  considerably 
alarmed." 

"Too  ooorageous— too  venturous,"  was  Master 
Holdenough's  reply,  the  boldness  of  whose  aspect 
seemed  completely  to  have  died  away.  "We  are 
fiail  creatures,  Master  Eversrd.  and  frauest  when  we 
think  ourselves  strongest.  Oh,  Colonel  Everard," 
he  added,  after  a  pause,  and  as  if  the  confidence  was 
partly  involuntary,  "  1  nave  seen  that  which  I  shall 
never  sarvive  P' 

"Tou  surprise  me,  reverend  sir,"  said  Ev«nrd  ;— 
*'may  I  icqoest  you  will  speak  more  plainly?  I  have 
heard  some  stones  of  this  wild  night,  nay.  have  wit- 
nessed strange  things  mvself ;  but,  methinks,  I  would 
be  much  interestea  in  knowing  the  nature  of  your 
dntnrhance." 

"Sir,"  said  the  clergyman,  "  you  are  a  discreet  gen- 
tleman; and  thonghl  would  not  willingly  that  these 
heretics,  schismatics  Brownists,  Muggletonians, 
Anabaptists,  and  so  fortb^  had,  such  an  opportunity 
of  triumph,  as  my  defeat  m  this  matter  would  have 
afforded  them,  yet  with  you,  who  have  been  ever  a 
frithfiil  follower  of  our  church,  and  are  pledged  to 
the  good  cause  by  the  great  National  League  and 
Covenant,  surely  I  would  be  more  open.  Sit  we 
down,  therdfore,  and  let  me  call  for  a  glass  of  pure 
water,  for  as  yet  I  feel  some  bodily  faltenng ;  though. 
I  thank  Heaven,  I  am  in  mind  resolute  anocomposed 
as  a  merely  mortal  man  may  after  such  a  vision.— 
They  say,  worthy  Colonel,  that  looking  on  such 
things foretdls,  or  causes  speedy  death— Iknow  not 
if  it  be  true;  but  if  so,  I  only  depart  like  the  tried  sen- 
tinel when  his  officer  releases  him  from  his  post; 
and  glad  shall  I  be  to  close  these  wearied  eyes  against 
the  ai^ht,  and  shut  these  harassed  ears  against  the 
croakinfi^  as  of  frogs,  of  Antinomians,  and  Pelagians, 
and  SoaniansL  and  Arminians,  and  Ariana,  andNul- 
lifidians,  which  have  come  up  into  our  England,  like 
those  filthy  reptiles  into  the  house  of  Pharaoh." 

Hereoneof  the  servants  who  had  been  summoned, 
entered  with  a  cyp  of  water,  gazing  at  the  same  time 
in  the  face  of  the  clergyman,  as  if  his  stupid  gray 
eyes  were  endeavouring  to  read  what  tragic  tale  was 
written  on  his  brow ;  and  shaking  his  empty  scull  as 
he  left  the  room,  with  the  air  of  one  who  was  proud 
of  having  discovered  that  all  was  not  exactly  right, 
though  he  could  not  so  well  guess  what  was  wrong. 

Colonel  Everard  invited  the  good  man  to  take  some 
refreshment  more  genial  than  the  pure  element,  but 
he  declined :  "  I  am  in  some  sort  a  champion,  he 
aaid ;  "  and  though  I  have  been  foiled  in  the  late  con- 
troversy with  the  Enemv,  still  I  have  my  trumpet  to 
give  the  alarm,  and  my  sharp  sword  to  smite  withal ; 
therefore,  like  the  Nazarites  of  old,  I  will  eat  nothing 
that  cometh  of  the  vine,  neither  drink  wine  nor 
strong  drink,  vntil  these  my  days  of  combat  shall 
have  passed  away."  ,  „  ,  ^  ,  . 
Kindly  and  respectfully  the  Colonel  anew  pressed 


Master  Holdenough  to  communicate  the  events  that 
had  befallen  him  on  the  preceding  night;  and  the 
good  cler^ymnn  proceeded  as  follows,  with  that  little 
charactenstical  touch  of  vanity  in  his  narrative,  which 
naturaUy  arose  out  of  the  part  he  had  played  in  the 
world,  and  the  influence  which  he  had  exercised  over 
the  minds  of  others.    "  I  was  a  young  man  at  the 
University  of  Cambridge,"  he  said,  "  when  I  was 
particularly  bound  in  fnendship  to  a  fellow-student, 
perhaps  because  we  were  esteemed  (though  it  is  vain 
to  mention  it)  the  most  hopeful  scholare  at  our  col- 
lege ;  and  so  equally  advanced,  that  it  was  difficult, 
perhapa^  to  say  which  was  the  greater  proficient  in 
his  studies.    Only  our  tutor.  Master  Purefoy,  used  to 
say,  that  if  my  comrade  had  the  advantage  of  me  in 
gifia,  I  had  the  better  of  him  in  grace ;  for  he  was  at- 
tached to  the  profane  learning  of  the  classics,  always 
unprofitable,  often  impious  and  impure;  and  I  had 
light  enough  to   turn  my  studies  into  the  sacred 
tongues.    Also  we  differed  in  our  opinions  touching 
the  Church  of  England,  for  he  held  Arminian  opin- 
ions, with  Laud,  and  those  who  would  connect  our 
ecclesiastical  establishment  with  the  civil,  and  make 
the  Church  dependent  on  the  breath  of  an  earthly 
man.    In  fine,  he  favoured  Prelacy  both  in  essentials 
and  ceremonial ;  and  although  we  parted  with  tears 
and  embracea,  it  was  to  follow  very  different  courses. 
He  obtained  a  living,  and  became  a  great  controver- 
sial writer  in  behalf  of  the  Biahops  and  of  the  Court 
I  also,  as  is  well  known  to  you,  to  the  best  of  my  poor 
abilities,  sharpened  my  pen  in  the  cause  of  the  poor 
oppressed  people,  whose  tender  consciences  rejected 
the  rites  and  ceremonies  more  befitting  a  papistical 
than  a  reformed  Church,  and  which,  according  to  the 
blinded  policy  of  the  Court,  were  enforced  by  pains 
and  penalties.    Then  came  the  Civil  War.  and  I— 
called  thereunto  by  my  conscience,  and  nothing  fear- 
ing or  suspecting  what  miserable  conseouences  have 
chanced,  through  the  rise  of  these  Independents- 
consented  to  lend  my  countenance  and  labour  to  the 
great  work,  by  becoming  chaplain  to  Colonel  Harri> 
son's  regiment.  Not  that  I  mingled  with  carnal  wea- 
pons in  the  field— which  Heaven  forbid  that  a  minister 
of  the  altar  should— but  I  preached,  exhorted,  and,  in 
time  of  need,  was  a  surgeon,  as  well  to  the  wounds  of 
the  body  as  of  the  soul.   Now,  it  fell,  towards  the  end 
of  the  war,  that  a  party  of  malignants  had  seized  on 
a  strong  house  in  the  shire  of  Shrewsbury,  situated 
on  a  small  island,  advanced  into  a  lake,  and  access- 
ible only  by  a  small  and  narrow  causeway.    From 
thence  they  made  excursions,  and  vexed  tiie  country; 
and  high  time  it  waa  to  suppress  them,  so  that  a  part 
of  our  regiment  went  to  reduce  them ;  and  I  was  re- 
quested to  go,  for  they  were  few  in  number  to  take  in 
so  strong  a  place,  and  the  Colonel  judged  that  my 
exhortations  would  make  them  do  valiantly.  And  so, 
contrary  to  my  wont,  I  went  forth  with  toem,  even 
to  the  field,  where  there  waa  valiant  fighting;  on  both 
sides.    Nevertheless,  the  malignants  shooung  their 
wall-piecea  at  us,  had  so  much  the  advantage,  that 
nfter  bursting  their  gates  with  a  salvo  of  our  cannon. 
Colonel  Harrison  ordered  his  men  to  advance  on  the 
causeway,  and  try  to  carry  the  place  by  storm.  Nathe- 
leas,  although  our  men  did  valiantly,,  advancing  in 
good  order,  yet  being  galled  on  every  aide  by  the  fire; 
they  at  length  fell  into  disorder,  and  were  retreating 
with  much  loss.  Harrison  himself  valiantly  bringing 
up  the  rear,  and  defending  them  as  he  could  against 
the  enemy,  who  sallied  forth  in  pureuii  of  them,  to 
smite  them  hip  and  thigh.    Now,  Colonel  Everard,  I 
am  a  man  of  quick  and  vehement  temper  by  nature, 
though  better  teaching  than  the  old  law  hath  made 
me  mild  and  patient  as  you  now  see  me.    I  could  not 
bear  to  see  our  Israelites  flying  befor^  the  Philistines, 
so  I  rushed  upon  the  causeway,  with  the  Bible  in  one 
hand,  and  a  halberd,  which  I  nad  caught  up,  in  the 
other,  and  turned  back  the  foremost  fugitives,  by 
threatening  to  strike  them  down,  pointing  out  to 
them  at  the  same  time  a  priest  in  his  cassock,  as 
they  call  it,  who  was  among  the  malignants,  and 
asking  them  whether  they  would  not  do  as  much  for 
a  true  servant  of  ^eaven,  as  the  uncireumcised  would 
for  a  priest  of  Baal.  My  words  and  strokes  prevailed : 
they  turned  at  once,  and  shouting  out,  Down  with 
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Baal  and  Ids  worshippers  I  they  charged  the  malig- 
nants  so  unezpectediv  home,  that  they  not  only  drove 
them  back  into  their  house  of  garrison,  but  entered  it 
with  them,  as  the  phrase  is,  pellmell.  I  also  was 
there,  partly  hurried  on  by  the  crowd,  partly  to  pre- 
vail on  our  enraged  soldiers  to  give  quarter ;  for  it 
grieved  my  heart  to  see  Chrisdans  and  Englishmen 
ashed  down  with  swords  and  gunstockeu  like  curs 
in  the  street  when  there  is  an  alarm  of  mad  dogs.  In 
this  way,  the  soldiers  fighting  and  slaughtering,  and 
I  calling  to  them  to  stay  their  hand,  we  gained  the 
very  roof  of  the  building,  which  was  in  part  leaded, 
ana  to  which,  as  a  last  tower  of  refuse,  those  of  the 
cavaliers,  who  yet  escaped,  had  retirea.  I  was  myself^ 
I  may  say,  forced  up  the  narrow  winding  staircase  by 
oar  soldiers,  who  nished  on  Uke  dogs  of  chase  upon 
their  prey ;  and  when  extricated  from  the  passage,  I 
found  myself  in  the  midst  of  a  horrid  scene.  The 
tcatteredf  defenders  were,  some  resisting  with  the  fury 
of  deq>air ;  some  on  their  knees,  imploring  for  com- 
passion in  words  and  tones  to  break  a  man's  heart 
when  he  thinks  on  them ;  some  were  calling  on  Grod 
for  mercy :  and  it  was  time,  for  man  had  none.  They 
were  stncken  down,  thrust  through,  flung  from  the 
battlements  into  the  lake ;  and  the  wild  cries  of  the 
victors,  mingled  vrith  the  groans,  shrieks,  and  cla- 
mours, of  the  vanquished,  made  a  sound  so  horribli& 
that  only  death  can  erase  it  from  my  memory.  Ana 
the  men  who  butchered  their  fellow-creatures  thus, 
were  neither  Pagans  from  distant  savage  lands,  nor 
ruffians,  the  refuse  and  offscourings  of  our  own  peo- 

81e.  They  were  in  calm  blood  reasonable,  nay,  rs- 
g^us  men,  maintaining  a  fair  repute  both  heaven* 
ward  and  earthward.  Oh,  Master  Everard^  your 
trade  of  war  should  be  feared  and  avoided,  since  it 
converts  such  men  into  wolves  towards  their  fellow- 
creatures  !" 

"It  is  a  stem  necessitjr,"  said  Everard,  looking 
down,  "  and  as  such  alone  is  justifiable— But  proceed, 
reverend  sir;  I  see  not  how  diis  storm,  an  incident 
but  e'en  too  frequent  on  both  sides  dming  the  late 
war,  connects  with  the  affair  of  last  night. 

'*You  shall  hear  anon,"  said  Mr  Holdenough ; 
then  paused  as  one  who  makes  an  effort  to  compose 
himself  before  continuing  a  relation,  the  tenor  of 
which  agitated  him  with  much  violence.—'*  In  this 
infernal  tumult,"  he  resumed— "for  surely  nothing 
on  earth  could  so  much  resemble  hell,  as  when  men 
go  thus  loose  in  mortal  malice  on  their  fellow-crea- 
tures,—I  saw  the  same  priest  whom  I  had  distin- 
guished on  the  causeway,  with  one  or  two  other 
malignants,  pressed  into  a  corner  by  the  assailants, 
and  defending  themselves  to  the  last,  as  those  who 
had'no  hope— I  saw  him— I  knew  him— Oh,  Colonel 
Everard  V^ 

He  grasped  Everard's  hand  with  his  own  left 
hand,  and  pressed  the  palm  of  his  right  to  his  face 
and  forehead,  sobbing  aloud. 

"It  was  your  college  companion T'  said  Everard, 
anticipating  the  catastrophe. 

"  Mine  ancient— mine  only  friend— with  whom  I 
had  spent  the  happy  days  of  youth  1— I  rushed  for- 
ward—I struggled- 1  entreated.— But  my  eagerness 
left  me  neither  voice  nor  language— all  was  drowned 
in  the  wretched  cry  which  I  had  myself  raised- 
Down  with  the  pnest  of  Baal— Slay  Mattan— slay 
him  were  he  between  the  altars  I— Forced  over  the 
battlements,  but  struggling  for  lif&  I  could  see  him 
cling  to  one  of  those  projections  which  were  formed 
to  carry  the  water  from  the  leads— but  they  backed 
at  bis  arms  and  hands.— I  heard  the  heavy  firil  into 
the  bottomless  abyss  below.— Excuse  me— I  cannot 
go  on !" 

II  He  may  have  escaoed  ?'* 

V9^*  "**»  "**»  "** — *"®  tower  was  four  stories  in 
height  Even  those  who  threw  themselves  into  the 
lake  from  the  lower  windows,  to  escape  by  swim- 
nniing,  had  no  safety ;  for  mounted  troopers  on  the 
thore  caught  the  same  blood-thirsty  humour  which 
had  seized  the  storming  parly,  galloped  around  the 
margin  of  the  lake,  and  shot  tbose  who  were  strug- 
gling for  life  in  the  water,  or  cut  them  down  as  they 
strove  to  get  to  land.  They  were  all  cut  off  and 
destroyed.— Oh !  may  the  blood  shed  on  that  day 


remain  silent  I— Oh  I  that  the  earth  may  receive  it  in 
her  recesses !  Oh  I  that  it  may  be  mingled  for  ever 
with  the  dark  waters  of  that  lake,  so  that  it  may 
never  cry  for  vengeance  against  those  whose  anger 
was  fierce,  and  who  slaughtered  in  their  wrathT^ 
And,  oh !  may  the  erring  man  be  forgiven  who  caine 
into  their  assembly,  and^lent  his  voice  to  enooanigia 
their  cruelty !— On !  Albany,  my  brother,  my  brother 
—I  have  lamented  for  thee  even  as  David  u>r  Jona- 
than !"• 

The  good  man  sobbed  aloud,  and  so  much  did 
ColoneiEverard  sympathize  with  his  emotioni^  that 
he  forebore  to  press  hmi  upon  the  subject  of  hia  owb 
curiosity  until  the  full  tide  of  remoraenil  paaaion  had 
for  the  rime  abated.  It  was,  however,  fierce  and 
agitating,  the  more  so,  perhaps,  that  indulgence  m 
strong  mental  feeling  of  any  kind  waa  foreign  to  the 
severe  and  ascetic  character  of  the  man,  and  waa 
therefore  the  more  overpowering  when  it  had  at  onoe 
surmounted  all  leatnints.  Large  tears  flowed  down 
the  trembling  features  of  hia  thm,  and  usually  atem. 
or  at  least  austere  countenance ;  he  eagcriy  retomea 
the  compression  of  Everard's  hand,  aa  if  thankful  for 
the  sympathy  which  the  caress  implied. 

Presently  after,  Master  Holdenough  wiped  hiaeyea, 
withdrew  hia  hand  gently  from  that  of  Everard.  ahak- 
ing  it  kindly  as  they  parted,  and  proceeded  wmmofe 
composure:  "Foigive  me  this  oorst  of  paaaionate 
feeling,  worthy  ColoneL  I  am  conscioaa  it  Httle  be- 
comes a  man  of  my  doth,  who  should  be  the  bearer 
of  consolation  to  others,  to  give  way  in  mine  owo 
person  to  an  extremity  of  griefi  weak  «t  Iraat^  if 
indeed  it  is  not  sinful;  for  what  are  we,  that  ' 
ahould  weep  and  murmur  touching  that  which 

Eermitted  1  But  Albany  was  to  me  as  a  brother.  The 
appieat  days  of  my  Ute,  ere  my  call  to  mingle  my- 
self in  the  atrife  of  the  land  haa  awakened  me  to  mr 
duties,  were  spent  in  his  tiorapany.— I— but  I  wiu 
make  the  rest  of  my  story  short"— Here  he  drew  hie 
chair  close  to  that  of  Everard,  and  apoke  in  a  aolemn 
and  mysterious  tone  of  voice,  almost  lowered  to  a 
whisper-"!  saw  him  last  night." 

"Saw  Aim— saw  whomT^  aaid  EveranL  "'Can 
you  mean  the  person  whom" 

*  Michael  Hodaon,  ih»  vlatft4$altnt  ehsptain  of  Kinf  Charlte 
I.,  reaembled,  ia  hi*  iofalty  to  that  nnfortanata  SMmreh,  tilt 
fiefitiom  charaeisr  of  Doctor  Rochediflb;  and  th«  careos- 
■tancM  of  hii  deaUi  were  copied  ia  the  nairativv  of  tho  Ptm 
bjterian'*  accoont  of  the  sUufhter  of  hi*  aehool-fellow  ;-.|ia 
was  choaen  bf  Charles  I..alon(  with  John  Aahbarahain,  aa 
his  euide  and  attendaat.  whea  lie  adopted  tbe  ill-adviaad  na»> 
lotion  of  luneoderins  hie  peraon  to  the  Seota  armjr. 

He  waa  taken  priiooer  by  the  Parliament,  leeMined  loov  IB 
their  ciutody,  and  wa«  Created  with  great  eeverity.  He  made 
hia  escape  for  aboat  a  rear  in  1647 ;  waa  retaken,  aad  aaaia 
escaped  in  IMS,  and,  headinc  an  insaneetioo  of  oavalien, 
seised  on  a  atronr  moated  houae  in  Lineoliisfatre,  cailod  Woed* 
ford  Houae.  He  laioed  tJae  place  without  resiatanoe ;  and  thefs 
arc  amonc  Peck's  Desiderata  Carioea  several  accounta  of  hia 
death,  among  which  wo  shall  transcribe  that  of  Biahop  Kea- 
neth,  as  tbe  moet  oonect  and  oonciae  ■— 

"  I  have  been  on  the  apot."  saith  his  Loidahip,  "aad  naile 
all  possible  ioqniries,  and  nod  that  tiie  relaliod  fivea  hj  Mr. 
Wood  nujrbe  a  little  rectified  and  supplied. 

"  Mr.  Hudson  and  his  party  did  not  Af  to  Woodfovd,  hat  had 
qaietly  taken  peasession  of  it,  and  held  it  for  a  ffvriaoa.  with  a 
good  party  of  horse,  who  made  a  stout  defence,  and  (rnnaoot 
sallies,  against  a  party  of  the  Parliament  at  Stamford,  till  tha 
colonel  commaadiog  them  aent  a  stronger  detachment,  nnder  a 
captain,  bis  own  kinsman,  who  waa  shot  fron  the  hooaa,  apoa 
which  the  oolooel  bimaelicame  op  to  renew  the  attack,  and  to 
demand  sorreodry,  and  brought  them  to  capitulate  upon  tenaa 
of  safe  quarter.  But  the  colonel,  in  base  revenge,  commanded 
that  they  should  not  spare  that  rogue  Hudson.  17poB  whieh 
Hodaon  fought  hia  way  ap  to  the  leads ;  and  when  he  saw  ther 
were  poshing  in  upon  him,  threw  himself  over  the  battlenoaata 
(another  account  says,  lie  onglit  hold  of  a  B()out  or  outstooa.) 
and  hung  bv  the  hands  aa  intpoding  to  fkll  rato  the  moat  ba- 


neath,  till  they  cut  off  hia  wrists  and  let  him  drop^ 
ran  down  to  hunt  him  in  the  walar,  wliem  they  foood  him  pad- 
dling with  his  stamue.  and  barbaioualy  knocked  hin  oa  Uia 
head."— Pbck's  Dulifrata  Curium,  Book  ix. 

Other  accounts  mention  he  was  refnaed  the  poor  diarity  of 
coming  to  die  on  land,  by  one  Bgborough,  aeivaat  to  Mr. 
Spinks.  the  intrader  into  the  parsonage.  A  man  eallad  Walker, 
a  chandler  or  grocer,  cut  out  Uie  tongue  of  the  unfortunate  di- 
vine, and  showed  it  aa  a  trophy  through  the  country.  But  it 
was  remarked,  with  vindictive  satiafaotion,  that  Egboreagh 
waa  killed  by  the  bunting  of  his  own  gan :  and  that  Walker, 
obliged  to  abaadoa  hia  trade  thraagh  povarlr,  beeaaM  aaoocasa 
mendicant 

For  some  tima  a  grava  was  not  voaehaafed  to  the  reauiaa 
of  this  brave  and  loyal  divine,  till  one  of  the  other  party  said. 
"  Since  he  is  dea<f,  let  him  be  buried." 


Ciur.  XV11.1 
'Whom  I  33 


ancient  ca[lG8e-lriend— Joaepli  A 


"II  wa<  wi«e1y  and  wortbily  done,  sood  and  rair»- 
jiod  sir,"  replied  Colonel  Evcranl ;      I  prtf  you  to 


FnKf,  ruurfancv  mual  hai 
•aonirilaiipcarance.  Kothing  marc  likely,  when  iLic 
BLad  ia  on  ihr  atrelch  ifler  foiuelhing  auperiiDtural, 
disn  ihal  ihe  unaginBdon  aliuuld  aupply  tile  place 
viib  ■  chimera,  while  tbe  over-racited  ffelinga  ren- 
der it  diflicull  tiidirpal  the  di-JuRion." 

''ColoDd  Eivreiil."  icplieU  Holdcnoufih,  wiih  au- 
tmiy.  "  in  difcbaroo  of  my  duty  I  must  nut  teat  (lie 
fact  of  man  ;  and,  ihenfbre,  I  tell  yon  plainly,  aa  I 
liiTe  done  befoTi?  with  more  o\istT\'anco,  Thai  whcit 
jm  bcini;  your  carnal  IcarainE  ind  judiznicnt,  as  it  la 


.incw, a Blrannc  tiirilling  came ^ ,    

the  lar){e  ■ndiild-faiihioiujdaparliiieiit  Becincdinwai 
(irapf,  more  nlooniy,  ami  mure  cavemnui,  while  the 
liruf  ihe  night  grew  more  cold  and  chill;  I  know 
.lOt  if  it  WB8  that  the  lire  began  lo  decay,  or  whetlur 
lh(:re  conietb  bcl'orc  «uch  ihings  at  were  then  about 
"  happen,  a  breath  and  atmoiiplirre,  as  it  were,  of 
TOT,  na  Job  eaiib  in  a  well-known  pnaaaRC,  '  Fear 
me  upon  me,  and  trcniblinpi  which  made  my  bones 
elmkc  i'  and  Ihero  wae  a  ttiikline  noiac  in  my  sura, 
dizzijiura  in  my  brain,  to  ihai  I  [rk  like  ihoae 


tbinn  of  anuther  world, 
■e  witb  the  palm  '  "  " 
~     Imlced,  good 


you  migbi  na  well 

hand  the  watere  of 

thia,  and  ^ve 


diacfpline  of  tbe  diurch  bad  ita  banda  alrcnRthcncd, 
alii  vu  in  the  beginning  of  Ihe  (treat  contUcl,  would 
litTEb«en  lone  ere  now  cast  out  of  tbe  pale,  and  dt-- 
bnred  oi'er  lo  the  puniKhmrnt  of  tlic  fteab,  that  bia 
V<rit  latghi.  if  potnble.  be  yet  raved." 

''Tou  niiBtalie,  Maaier  Huldenuueb,"  aaid  Colonel 
Eianrd;  "1  do  not  deny  the  cxiaiencaof  aiieb  pic- 
anaionl  fmiaiiona.  bi'cauae  I  cannoi,  and  dure  not, 
NJM  lbs  roKB  uT  my  own  opinion  agoinal  the  icali- 
aoBf  of  agM.  supported  by  auch  learned  men  aa  you> 
ifl£   KeTenhricH,  ilioiif^  ' ■"■• ■t.-^-~-~' 


isiceand  — ,  - 

Rfiemaliiral  agency.  —  .._ 

'Hear,  then  what  I  have  to  tell,''  aaid  the  divine, 
"on  the  faiih  of  a  man,  a  Cliriilian,  and,  what  ia 
mm^  aaervBDlof  our  Holy  Church;  and  ihurefarc, 
itcuKh  uQwortbv,  an  elder  end  a  teacher  among 
Chnuians.— I  hid  laLen  my  post  yeaicr  evening 
ii  tbe  lialf-fumiahed  apanmeni,  whorcin  bnnj 
tnieDiirTaT,  w'hicb  miglil  baveacrvcdGolii 

to  have  adniirrd  hiintcit'  in,  when  clothed  „ - 

Itlbui  in  hi*  brazen  armour  I  the  lalherclioae  Ihi 
place,  because  ihey  informed  mo  it  was  tbe  nearee 
libiuWe  main  i.)  ibeBnlleiy  in  which  Ibey  aay  vou- 
had  bwn  ynuraclf  aaaailvd  that  evening  by  the  Evil 
OM,-Waa  it  BO,  I  prr " 


Mn  bnngB  a 
lialbofualb 


'While  I  w 


id  had  been  ui 


nlliei 


liefora 

lichl 

,_.  vhich 


I  wax 

'tmcnt.    itofar,"  KiudCol 

rl"you»TOC  

'Wdl.  Ichoae _ . 

iRBolved  iteneral  epproBchoB  hiBcamp,  and  caettiuii 
tamonnd  aa  nearly  aa  be  can  lo  the  Kweged  i-ily. 
lod,  ofi  truth.  Colonel  Everard,  if  I  felt  mine  srmiB- 
lim  of  bodily  Icar,— for  even  Elin^  and  the  pniphcls, 
vIm  camniaiid«i  tliu  (-Itnii^nlc,  had  a  portion  in  our 
hd  nalurc  much  more  such  n  poor  linfid  bring  aa 
ci)idf~-yei  was  my  hope  and  niy  courage  higb^  end 
I  UuuTfai  of  the  tcxiB  which  I  miglii  uiie,  not  in  the 
melted  SL'nae  of  periapt^  or  ipclla,  aa  the  blinded 

"  '  ' ■"'   the  aipn  of 

, 1  nouriBliiiu 

and  confidcnco  in  ibc  bki 


RMa,  anil  other  fiuitieea&tma,  but  aa  nounuiii 

■uppuriinBihaitrui-ttiiatandconfidcncoinibcl 

tiuniiip&lirins  Ihi;  truo  aliiebl  of  Tlilh  wlierewllb  the 
liirt  darts  of  Satan  inaybewilhsloud  andquenthe'l. 
ittl  ihuBarmol  and  pnpart4 1  sat  me  down  to  read, 
iMhcBame  iimu  lo  wme,  that  I  might  compel  my 
nind  10  attend  to  Ihwu:  suhjecta  which  bccamo  tbt> 
aiuition  IN  which  I  wax  placed,  iiprevuntinjianyun- 
Eceutd  ucuraiona  vt  the  faney,  and  Itavrng  no  room 
t*  ny  imagiaatioii  ta  bnod  over  idle  feara.  8o  1 
■ittbodiitrf,  and  wrote  down  what  I  thought  meci 


■n  prompted  lo , — 

was  then  ihal  sonietliinR  aecmed  to  pasi 

...J.  earning  a  rellci'iion  on  the  (treat  mirn 

ivhicb  1  mid  placed  my  writinK-lahlc,  and 

saw  by  asiiBlance  of  [lie  large  sianding  light 

B  then  in  fmnt  of  the  glnna.    And  1  laoki.'d  i 

aw  in  the  clau  diatinctly  the  appearance  of  i  man 

IE  Diie  as  iheic  worda  iaiuefrom  my  mouth,  it  wai 

other  than  tlieaante  Joseph  Albany— ihe  compaa- 

1  of  my  vouih— he  whom  I  had  seen  prccipitBied 

..,wn  ihu  batllemeniB  of  C'lideElhrough  Caalle  into 

the  dfep  lake  below  1" 

"What  did  you  dor 

"  It  suddenly  rushRd  on  my  mmd,"  aaid  the  divine, 
''lhnllhi<BtuieaI  philosopher  Albenodorus  had  clud^ 
[he  horrors  of  such  a  vision  by  palicnlly  pursuing  his 
tludies;  and  it  shot  at  the  name  time  across  my  mind, 
.  ..  n.  '  .  ^i^iQ^^  and  a  Steward  of  the  Mya- 
itLir',  ii,<u  -t^n  ,,.aBan  lo  fear  evil,  and  heller  moiter 
on  whieh  to  emptily  mythouiihlB,  than  was  posseased 
'  f  a  Heallien.  who  was  blinded  even  by  his  o«nt 
-isdom.  So,  instead  of  belrsying  any  alarm,  or  even 
turning  my  head  around,  1  pursued  mv  wriung.  but 
«ilh  n  buaiing  heart,  I  admit,  and  with  a  throbbmg 

"  If  you  could  write  at  all,"  said  the  Colonel,  "  with 
nucb  an  impression  on  your  mind,  ^au  may  take  the 
lieod   of   the  Enalish    army    for   dauntlem  reBoln- 

"Our  courage  is  not  our  owa,  Colonel,"  said  the 
divine,  "and  nol  aa  ours  slioutd  it  be  vaunted  of. 
4nd  again,  when  you  ppe ak  of  this  slrange  vision  aa 
in  impression  on  my  fancy,  and  nol  acpalityobvuiua 
to  my  senses,  let  mu  tell  you  once  more,  your  vvorldlf 
wisdom  i*  bin  foutishness  touching  the  things  that  are 

"Did  yoii  not  look  again  upon  the  mirrorr'  rad 
the  Colonel. 

"  1  did.  H'hen  1  had  copied  out  the  comfurlable  tait, 
"Thou  shalt  iri'ad  down  Snmn  under  thy  feet.' " 

"  And  what  did  you  ilien  aeel"  ,     . 

"The  reflection  of  the  same  Jowyh  Albany,"  aaid 
Iloldenough,  "unssine  riowly  as  from  behind  my 
chair.  thcBBmein  mcmlHT  «nd  uncament  thnt  I  had 
known  him  in  hisyouth,  Moepiing  iliai  nts  cheekbad 
the  niarki  of  the  tnoto  advanced  age  at  which  he 
died,  nnd  was  very  pale." 

"Vhatdidyoulhenr 

"I  turned  from  the  glass,  and  plainly  aaw , tha 
future  which  had  mode  the  reflection  in  the  minor 
retruaiinu  towmtla  the  door,  nut  fasi,  nor  slow,  but 
with  a  gliding,  Bleady  pace.  It  turned  aaam  *hen 
nentlhcdnor.and  again  slmwrdmcila  pale,  ghasUv 
niunlenance,  bebre  il  diHappeared.  But  how  il  left 
the  room,  whether  by  ihc  door,  or  oihcrwiee,  mjr 
niinla  wrtc  ma  much  hurried  to  remark  exarilyinor 
have  I  hoen  abU>.  hv  any  dFort  uf  reiollettion,  dia- 
tinctly to  remember."  , 

"Thia  ia  a  strange,  and.  aa  coming  .fmni  yon 
a  niOBt  enciJIonllif  wdl-nttested  araiantian,  an- 
swered Kverard.  ''And  yet.  Mnnter  Holdenough,  if 
thcolhif  worki  b««  bi*n  ai'lually  difvlaynl.  as  yu 
opprclienil,  and  1  will  not  dispute  the  possibility.  a«- 
aure  yourself  ibrrc  are  also  wtokrd  ni'n  eoiieemed 
in  these  machinations.    1  tnyselt  have  nndeignna 
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nome  rencontres  with  visitantB  who  possessed  bodily 
Btrenffth,  and  wore,  I  am  sure;  earthly  weapons." 

"  Ob  1  doubtless,  doubtless,^'  replied  Master  Hold- 
enough  ;  Beelzebub  loves  to  charge  with  horse  and 
foot  mingled,  as  was  the  fashion  of  the  old  Scottish 
gena  al,  Davie  Leslie.  He  has  his  devils  in  the  body 
as  wull  as  his  devils  disembodied,  and  uses  the  one 
to  support  and  back  the  other." 

"  It  may  be  as  yon  say,  reverend  sir,"  answered  the 
Colonel.— " But  what  do  you  advise  m  this  case?" 

"  For  that  I  must  consult  with  my  brethren,"  said 
the  divine ;  "  and  if  there  be  but  left  in  our-bordera 
five  ministers  of  the  true  kirk,  we  will  charin}  Satan 
m  full  body,  and  you  shall  see  whether  we  have  not 

B)wer  over  Jiim  to  resist  till  he  shall  flee  from  us. 
ut  failing  that  ghostly  armament  against  these 
strange  and  unearthly  enemies,  truly  I  would  recom- 
mendj  that  as  a  house  of  witchcraft  and  abomination, 
this  polluted  den  of  ancient  tyranny  and  prostitution 
should  be  totally  consumed  by  fire,  lest  Satan,  esta- 
blishing hija  headquartere  so  much  to  his  mind,  should 
find  a  garrison  and  a  fastness  from  which  he  might 
sally  forth  to  infest  the  whole  neighbourhood.  Cer- 
tain it  iSf  that  I  would  recommend  to  no  Christian 
soul  to  mhabit  the  mansion;  and,  if  deserted,  it 
would  become  a  place  for  wizards  to  play  their 
pranks,  and  witches  to  establish  their  Sabbath,  and 
those,  who,  like  Demas,  go  about  after  the  wealth  of 
this  world,  seeking  for  gold  and  silver  to  practise 
spells  and  charms  to  the  prejudice  of  the  souls  of  the 
covetous.  Trust  m&  therefore,  it  were  better  that  it 
were  spoiled  and  broken  down,  not  leaving  one  stone 
upon  another." 

"  I  say  nay  to  that  my  good  friend,"  said  ibe  Colo- 
nel; "mr  the  Lord  General  bath  permitted,  by  his 
license,  my  mother's  brother,  Sir  Henry  Lee,  and  his 
family,  to  return  into  the  honss  of  his  fathers,  being 
indeed  the  onlv  roof  under  which  he  hath  any  chance 
of  obtaining  shelter  for  his  gray  haira." 

"And  was  this  done  by  your  advice,  Harkham 
Bverard?"  said  the  divine,  austerely. 

'* Certainly  it  was,"  returned  the  Colonel.— "And 
wherefore  should  I  not  exert  mine  influence  to  obtain 
«  place  of  refuge  for  the  brother  of  mv  mother  T' 

^'  Now,  as  sure  as  tby  soul  Uveth,"  answered  the 
presbyter,  "I  had  believed  this  from  no  tongue  but 
thine  own.  Tell  me,  was  it  not  this  very  Sir  nenry 
Lee^  who,  by  the  force  of  his  bufT-coats  and  his  green- 
jerkins,  enforced  the  Papist  Laic's  order  to  remove 
the  altar  to  the  eastern  end  of  the  church  at  Wood- 
stock 7— «nd,  did  not  he  swear  by  his  bcMrd,  that  he 
would  hang  in  the  very  street  of  Woodstock  whoever 
should  deny  to  drink  the  Kino's  health?— and  is  not 
his  hand  red  with  the  blood  of  the  saints?— and  hath 
there  been  a  ruffler  in  the  field  for  prelacy  and  high 
prerogative  more  unmitigable  or  fiercer?" 

**  All  this  may  have  been  as  you  say.  good  Master 
Holdenough,"  answered  the  Colonel ;  '*  but  my  uncle 
is  now  old  and  feeble,  and  hath  scarce  a  single  fol- 
lower remaining,  and  his  daughter  is  a  being  whom 
to  look  upon  would  make  the  sternest  weep  Tor  pity ; 
a  beimc  who" 

"Who  is  dearer  to  Everard,"  said  Holdenough, 
"  than  his  good  name,  his  faith  to  his  friends,  his 
duty  to  his  reliaon ;— this  is  no  time  to  speak  with 
sugared  lips.  The  paths  in  which  you  tread  are  dan- 
gerous. You  are  striving;  to  raise  the  papistical  can- 
dlestick which  Heaven  m  its  justice  removed  out  of 
its  place— to  bring  back  to  this  hall  of  sorceries  those 
very  sinners  who  are  bewitched  with  them.  I  will 
notpermit  the  land  to  be  abused  t^  their  witchcrafts. 
—They  shall  not  come  hither." 

He  spoke  this  with  vehemence,  and  striking  his 
•tick  against  the  ground ;  and  the  Colonel,  very  much 
dissatisfied,  began  to  express  himself  haughtily  in 
return.  "  You  nad  better  consider  vour  powor  to  ac- 
complish your  threats,  Master  Holdenough,"  he  said, 

before  you  urge  them  so  peramptorily.'^ 
And  have  I  not  the  power  to  oind  and  to  loose  ?" 
wud  the  clergyman. 

It  is  a  power  little  available,  save  over  those  of 
your  own  church,  said  Everard,  with  a  tone  some- 
tnittg  contemptuous. 

"Take  heed-take  heed,"  said  the  divine,  who, 


though  an  excellent,  was,  as  we  have  elsewhere 
an  irritable  man.— "Do  not  insult  me;  but  think  hon- 
ourably of  the  messenger,  for  the  sake  of  Him  whose 
commission  he  carries.— Do  not,  I  say,  defy  me— I  am 
bound  to  discharge  my  duty,  were  it  to  the  displeasing 
of  my  twin  brother." 

"  I  can  see  naught  your  office  has  to  do  in  the  mat- 
ter," said  Colonel  Everard;  "and  I.  on  my  side,  giw 
you  warning  not  to  attempt  to  meddle  beyond  your 
commission?' 

"Right— you  bold  me  already  to  be  as  submisam 
as  one  of  your  grenadiers,"  replied  the  clergyman, 
his  acute  features  trembling  with  a  sense  of  indig- 
nity, so  as  even  to  agitate  his  gray  hair ;  "  but  bewan^ 
sir.  I  am  not  so  powerless  as  you  suppose.  I  will  in- 
voke every  true  Christian  in  Woodstock  to  gird  19 
his  loins,  and  resist  the  restoration  of  prelacy,  op- 
pression, and  malignancy  within  our  boroeis.  I  wul 
stir  uptde  wrath^  the  nghteous  against  the  oppres- 
sor—the Ishmaelite— the  £domite— and  against  his 
race,  and  against  those  who  support  him  and  en- 
courage him  to  rear  up  his  horn.  I  will  call  alooda 
and  spare  not,  and  arouse  the  many  whose  love  hath 
waxed  cold,  and  the  multitude  who  care  for  none  of 
these  things.  There  shall  be  a  remnant  to  listen  to 
me;  and  I  will  take  the  stick  of  Joseph,  which  was 
in  the  hand  of  Ephraim,  and  go  down  to  cleanse 
this  place  of  witches  and  sorcerers,  and  of  enchant- 
ments, and  will  cry  and  exhort,  saying— Will  yon 
plead  for  Baal  ?— will  you  serve  hira  ?  Nay,  take  the 
prophets  of  Baal— let  not  a  man  escape  f 

"Master  Holdenough,  Master  Holdenough."  said 
Colonel  Everard,  with  much  impatience,  "  by  the  tals 
yourself  told  me,  you  have  exhorted  upon  that  test 
once  too  often  already." 

The  old  man  struck  his  palm  forcibly  against  his 
forehead,  and  fell  back  into  a  chair  as  these  woids 
were  uttered,  as  suddenly,  and  as  much  without  power 
of  resistance,  as  if  the  Colonel  had  fired  a  pistol 
through  his  head.  Instantly  regretting  the  reproach 
which  he  had  suffered  to  escape  him  in  nis  impatience^ 
Everard  hastened  to  apologize,  and  to  ofTer  every  con- 
ciliatory excuse,  however  inconsistent,  which  occurred 
to  him  on  the  moment.  But  the  old  man  was  too 
deeply  effected— he  rejected  his  hand,  lent  no  ear  to 
what  be  sai(L  and  finally  started  up,  saying  sternly, 
"  You  have  abused  my  confidence,  snr— abused  it  vile- 
ly, to  turn  it  into  mv  own  reproach ;  had  I  been  a  man 
or  the  sword,  you  dared  not— But  enjoy  your  triumph, 
sir,  over  an  old  man,  and  your  father's  friend— strike 
at  the  wound  his  impradent  confidence  showed  yoo." 

"  Nay,  my  worthy  and  excellent  friend,"  said  ths 
Colonel 

"  Friend  f  answered  the  old  man,  vehementlf— 
"  We  are  foes,  sir— foes  now,  and  for  ever  ?* 

So  saying,  and  starting  from  xhe  aeat  into  which  ho 
had  rather  fallen  than  thrown  himself,  he  ran  out  of 
the  room  with  a  precipitation  of  step  which  he  was 
apt  to  use  upon  occasions  of  irritable  feeling,  and 
which  was  certainly  more  eager  than  dignified,  espe- 
cially as  he  muttered  while  he  ran,  and  seemed  as  if 
he  were  keeping  up  his  own  passion,  by  recounting 
over  and  over  the  otience  which  he  had  received. 

"  Soh !"  said  Colonel  Everard,  "  and  there  was  not 
strife  enough  between  mine  uncle  and,  the  people  of 
Woodstock  already,  but  I  must  needs  increase  it,  by 
chafing  this  xrritabte  and  guick-tempered  old  man, 
eager  as  I  knew  him  to  be  in  his  ideas  of  church  go- 
vernment, and  stiff  in  his  prejudices  respecting  all 
who  dissent  from  him !  The  mob  of  Woodstock  will 
rise ;  for  though  he  would  not  get  a  score  of  them  to 
sund  by  him  m  any  honest  or  intelligent  purpose,  yet 
let  him  cry  havoc  and  destruction,  and  I  will  warrant 
he  has  foliowera  enow.  And  my  uncle  is  equally  wild 
and  unpersuadable.  For  the  value  of  all  the  estate  he 
ever  had.  he  would  not  allow  a  score  of  troopera  to  be 
quartered  in  the  house  for  defence ;  and  if  he  be  alone^ 
or  has  but  Joceline  to  stand  by  him,  be  will  be  assure 
to  fire  upon  those  who  come  to  attack  the  Lodge,  as 
if  he  had  a  hundred  men  in  garrison ;  and  then  what 
can  chance  but  danger  and  bloodshed  ?" 

This  progress  of  melancholy  anticipation  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  return  of  Master  Holdenough,  who,  hur- 
rying into  the  room  with  the  same  precipitate  pace  at 
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winch  hs  had  left ... 

tad  lui.  "Take  mr  bdnil, 
hind',';  tor  ihe  old  Adam  ig  wmtpena 
dMi  II 19  a  disftrace  lo  hold  it  extended 
~Xo>i  heaniiy  dfti  receiic  your  han 
Helhend,"  said  Evcrird,  "and  1  tnul 


WOODSTOCK, 

Biroisbl  up  ID  the  Co9anel,      The  Colonel  hasletird  la 
,  Markh.ni-l.ke  my  iignd 


imuy.' 


lonft." 
'ly"— nid  die  divine,  ehakins  hiahond 


kindly; -^ili' __ 

kut  spoken  iruib  in  good  [imei  and  I  ibink— thuuRh 
)t«[*ard>weic  severe— with  ottDodand  kindlir  pur- 


ge divine,  ahakins  hiahond 
r«i,apoken  bilteth'.builliou 
imei  Bnd  I  ibink— thuuRh 

, ..ith  0  lioodand  kindlsrpur- 

PH«.    VEiily,  and  of  a  truth,  it  were  ainfu)  in  me 

Bin  to  be  nasly  in  pnxrokine  violence,  reinetnbeiinB 
Lithieh  j'ou  fiava  npbrBidca  incwiih" 

"  PuTcive  me  pood  MafTcc  HoldenoMh,"  eaid  Culo- 
IkI  Everard,  "il  wasa  haaly  word;  I  meant  not  in 
ioiauB  eameai  to  iipbraid." 

"Peace.  I  pray  yon,  i«ace,"  eaid  (he  divine  i  "I  any 
the  (Uujivn  lo  that  which  you  have  miuf  juitlg  up- 
bnided  me  with— thovgh  ihe  charge  aroused  the  gall 
d  the  0!d  Man  within  me,  the  inward  lemplcr  btine 
tn:  CD  the  waich  to  btinR  u>  id  hie  lure— ought,  in- 
iMlof  being  reeentfd,  lo  have  been  Bi-knowlwlgnl 
br  me  na  a  favour,  for  bo  nre  the  wounds  of  a  (nind 


pn^udieed 


The  old  min's  monlGed  featuiei  lifted  up  w 
laGdence  ai^he  niado  ihis  ucknowledgi 


pooiue  coanaence  aa  ne  mauu  iiuHuuKiiuwiuiij^ineni: 
•od  Colonel  Evcraid,  who  knew  the  const itutiuiial 
UimiiMS,  and  the  enrly  pr^judieea  of  profrMional 
ninwiii  iifr  and  eidanve  ^srty  opinion,  which  lie 
ttjH  havcaubducd  ere  atiivianat  auchatoneof  ran- 
dmir.  haatened  toeipresa  his  admiration  of  hiaChria- 
iiu  cbanly,  min[^ed  wiili  irproachea  on  himself  (or 
lnvioit  BO  deeply  injured  his  leclinf^B. 

'Think  nui  of  it— ihrnk  not  of  it,  excellent  younf( 
Btv' said  Holdenoughi  "we  have  boih  eired— I  in 
•JcTUis  my  zeal  lo  outrun  my  charily,  you,  pcrhopfi, 
i3freas:nK  nard  on  an  old  and  peevish  man,  wliohad 
■uliiely  poured  out  his  euHerlnirs  into  your  friendly 
bMom-  Se  il  all  fuiBoiien.  Letyourfnonris-if  th,=v 
tn  DO!  delriTcd  by  whai  has  happened  at  this  mnnor 
Df  Woodslork-rcaume  their  hnbitaliun  as  Hwn  as 
ihtjuill.  U  ihfycan  pnjtccl  themselves  oirai nut  ihn 
Mnreof  ihe  air.  bdieve  mclhai  if  1  can 


..— - — -inu  a  siraiiKer  lo  hia 

huHw  and  fa  mil)'." 

"Indeed!  Irqioice  lo  lienr  il,  with  all  my  heart  and 
soul,"  naid  the  divine,  "Excuse  my  frankness— I  do 
indeed  rejoice— 1  had  IhouBlit— no  nialtcr  what  I 
had  thought,- 1  would  not  agnin  ulve  uticnce.  But 
Ituly  thuujih  Ihe  insiJen  hmh  a  pleasanl  feature 
and  he,  as  nil  men  any,  is  in  hunian  llimgs  unexcep- 
lionuble.— yet— but  1  pve  you  pain— in  sooth,  1  will 

iuuicul  ndvice,  which  you  shall  command,  bui  which 
1  will  rtot  presif  on  you  supiTlluouBly.  Wend  we  lo 
the  borough  togelber— the  pleasanl  solilude  of  the 
fiircst  may  disjiose  us  to  open  uur  hcarla  to  each 


D  my  power,  ihcy  rlinll  In 


;  no  annoyanci 


lebei- 


,...■»  up  yonder  in  ihe  .  „ 

llmMh  (he  lower  classes  are  blown  about  wiih  every 
■ul7of  doctrine.  And  yet  fnrllier,  be  assured,  Colo- 
aU.  rhsi  should  your  motber'a  hraiher,  or  any  of  hia 
fimily,  learn  ihat  Ihry  have  taken  up  a  rash  bsi^in 
m  rtinmins  to  this  unnsppy  and  unhallowed  house, 
orMiDuld  Ihcy  lind  any  qualms  in  Iheir  own  hearta 
nm  consciences  which  niiuiie  a  ghoitily  comfbrler, 
Xibemiih  Holdenoush  will  be  as  much  at  ihtir  com- 
uad  by  night  or  day,  aa  if  ilicy  bad  been  bred  up 
viUin  the  holy  pole  of  ihe  church  in  which  he  is  an 
Usorthy  minisler  ;  and  neither  ihe  awe  of  what  is 
feuful  lo  be  Been  within  ibese  walls,  nor  his  know- 
kwof  iheir  blinded  and  eatnsl  stnic,  as  bred  up 
UDMtsurelaiic  di ape nsa lion,  shall  prevent  him  doinc 
-■     '  ■  ■  '  ■    heir  proleclion  and 


(d&BIl 


tics  for  their  i 


'I  fnl  all  (he  force  of  your  kindness,  rcveten 
1.''  said  Colonel  Evernrd,  but  I  do  nut  think 
Iwy  that  my  uncle  will  give  you  trouble  on  eilhi 
"an.  He  la  a  man  much  accustomed  to  be  h 
Mn  protector  in  temporal  dander,  and  in  spiiiiu: 
'    '  bis  own  prayers  and  those  of  h 


Cturch. 


>I  1  h 


J^  iniruaire. 

jWNjT  ask  pardon— 


ase  this  new  aletni 
oi  me  wnicniui  jcaiousy  ui  ma  cunsequcncc,  which, 
joined  with  n  nnturul  heal  of  temper  which  ho 
could  not  always   subdue,  were   ihc  good  man's 

Th<^'  lind  reRsiiied  their  former  friendly  footing, 
when  Koger  Wildtake  returned  from  ihc  hut  of  Joce- 
liue,  and  whispered  liis  master  thst  bin  embassy  had 
been  succemfiil.     The  Colonel  then  addressed  ihe 

had  iilrcady  given  up  Woodstock,  snd  as  his  uncle. 
Sirllenrv  Lee,  ptopoaedloreium  loihi Lodge  about 
noon,  be  would,  if  his  reverence  pksscd,  attend  him 
up  to  ihcboruugh, 

■■  Will  you  not  tarry,"  said  the  reverend  man,  wilh 
snnicthing  like  inquisitive  apprehension  in  his  voice, 
"  lu  welcome  your  relalivcs  upon  their  return  to  llliB 
iheir  house  1" 


lubjecls,  did 
ihe  subject 
Illy  beyond 


They  did  walk  iipio  the  lil 

Colonel,  though  ihey  (olked  o 
nutrcqiteslol  him  any  ghuAil; 

the  experts  lion  of  the  soldier,  the  cletgyni 

OS  to  ofler  upon  so  delicate  a  point  hit 

CHAPTER  XVIII. 


The  embossy  of  Wildrako  had  been  succesafut, 
chiefly  through  ihe  midialion  of  the  Episcopal  divine, 
whom  we  formcrlylbund  acting  in  the  character  of  a 
chaplaiii  lo  iba  bmily,  and  whose  voice  had  great  in- 
fluence on  many  ■CCounts  wilh  its  master. 

A  lillle  before  higfa  noon,  Sir  Hem 


Henry  Lee,  with  bl* 

It  ihe  Lodge  of  Wood- 
[ioiis  of  Joceline  Joliffii, 
're  employed  in  pulling 
dem  had  left  in  great 


_...j11  household. ,„ 

sion  of  their  olil  apnnmenls 
stork;  and  thccombinedeiei 
of  PbcDbe,  and  of  old  Joan,  w, 
lo  rights  what  the  laic  inln 

Sir  Henry  Ln:  hod,  like  all  persons  of  quality  of 
that  period,  a  love  of  order  aiuouniin^  lo  precision, 
and  fell  like  n  line  lady  whose  dreta  has  been  dis- 
ordered in  a  crowd,  inmdicd  and  humiliated  by  the 
rude  confusion  into  which  his  hnuscholii  f]Ooda  had  ■ 
been  ihrown,  and  impalient  lill  his  mansion  was  pu- 
nSed  from  all  marks  uf  iniruslon.  In  his  auger  be 
uttered  nioiu  orders  than  iho  limited  number  of  hia 
'  imesiii^s  were  likely  lo  Snd  lime  or  handa  to  exe- 
ile.  "The villaim have laHauehimlphureouRSleanis 
bind  ihem.  loo,"  aaid  the  old  knighl,  "na  if  iM 
ivie  Leslie  and  the  whole  Scottish  army  had  q/m- 
red  ainonu  thcin," 

"It  may  he  nearns  bad,'  enid  Joceline.  "for  men 
ly,  for  certnin,  il  was  ihc  D.vi!  came  down  bodily 
nniong  them,  snd  made  ihem  troop  oil:" 

"Then,"  aaid  the  kniHhi,  "w  the  Prince  of  DaA 
ness  osenileman,  as  old  Will  Shakspeare  soya.  He 
never  interferes  with  those  of  bis  own  coat,  till  W 
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Lees  have  been  here,  father  and  son,  these  five  bun- 
died  years,  without  disquiet;  and  no  sooner  came 
these  misbegotten  churls,  than  he  plays  his  own  part 
among  them." 

"Well,  one  thing  he  and  they  have  left  us.*''  said 
Jolifife,  "  which  we  may  thank  them  for ;  and  tnat  is, 
•uch  a  well-filled  larder  and  buttery  as  has  been  sel- 
dom seen  in  Woodstock  Lodge  this  many  a  day ; — 
carcasses  of  mutton,  large  rounds  of  beef,  barrels  of 
eonfiBcttoners*  ware,  pipes  and  runlets  of  sack,  mus- 
eadiae,  ale,  and  what  not  We  shall  have  a  royal 
time  on't  through  half  the  winter ;  and  Joan  moat 
get  to  salting  and  pickling  pieeently.'* 
'  "Out  villain!"  said  the  knight:  "are  we  to  feed 
on  the  fragments  of  such  scum  of  the  earth  as  these  7 
—Cast  them  forth  instantly !— Nay,"  checking  him- 
m^t  "  that  were  a  sin ;  but  give  them  to  the  poor,  or 
see  them  sent  to  the  owners,— And,  haik  ye,  I  will 
none  of  their  strong  liquors— I  would  rather  drink 
like  a  hermit  all  my;  life,  than  seem  to  pledge  such 
woundrels  as  these  in  their  leavings,  like  a  misera- 
ble drawer,  who  drains  ofi*  the  ends  of  the  bottles 
after  the  guests  have  psid  their  reckoning,  and  gone 
off.— Ana,  hark  ye,  I  will  taste  no  water  from  the  cis- 
tern out  of  which  these  slaves  have  been  serving 
themselves— fetch  me  down  a  pitcher  from  Rosa- 
mond's spring." 

Alice  heira  this  injunction,  and  well  guessing  there 
was  enough  for  the  other  members  of  the  fiimily  to 
do,  she  quietly  took  a  small  pitcher,  and  flinging  a 
cloak  around  her,  walked  out  in 'person  to  procure 
Sir  Henry  the  water  which  he  desired.  Mean  time. 
Joceline  said,  with  some  hesitation,  "  that  a  man  still 
remained,  belongbg  to  the  party  of  these  strangers, 
who  was  directmg  about  the  removal  of  some  tninks 
and  mails  which  belonged  to  the  Commissioners,  and 
who  could  receive  his  bonour't  commands  about  the 
provisions.*' 

"Let  him  come  hither." — (The  dialogue  was  held 
in  the  hall.)— "Why  do  you  hesitate  and  drmnble  hi 
that  manner  7" 

"Only,  sir,"  said  Joceline,  "only  perhaps  your 
honour  might  not  wish  to  see  him,  being  the  same 
who,  not  long  since" 

He  paused. 

"  Sent  my  rapier  a-hawking  through  the  firma- 
ment, thou  wouldst  say7— Wiiy,  when  did  I  take 
spleen  at  a  man  for  standing  his  ground  against  me  7 
— ^Roundhead  as  he  is.  man,  I  like  him  toe  better  of 
that,  not  the  worse.  I  hunger  and  thirst  to  have  ano- 
ther turn  with  him.  I  have  thought  on  his  passado 
ever  since^  and  I  believe,  were  it  to  try  again.  I  know 
a  feat  would  control  it— Fetch  him  directly.'' 

Trusty  Tompkins  was  presently  ushered  in,  bearing 
himself  with  an  iron  gravity,  which  neither  the  ter- 
rors of  the  preceding  night  nor  the  dignified  demean- 
our of  the  high-born  personage  imon  whom  he 
stood,  were  able  for  an  instant  to  overcome. 

"  How  now,  good  felk)w  7"  said  Sir  Henry ;  I  would 
fain  see  something  more  of  thy  fence,  which  baffled 
me  the  other  evening— but  truly,  I  think  the  light  was 
aomewbat  too  faint  for  my  old  eyes— Take  a  iblL 
man— I  walk  here  in  the  hall,  as  Hamlet  says;  and 
'tis  the  breathing-time  of  day  with  me— Take  a  foil, 
then,  in  thy  hand." 

"  Since  it  is  your  worship's  desire,"  said  the  stew- 
ard, letting  fall  his  long  doak,  and  taking  the  foil  in 
his  hand. 

"Now,"  said  the  knight,  "if  your  fitness  speaks, 
mine  is  ready.  Methinks  the  very  stepping  on  this 
same  old  pavement  hath  charmed  away  the  gout 
which  threatened  me— Sa  sa  I  tread  as  finn  as  a 
gamecock!" 

They  began  the  play  with  great  spirit:  and  whe- 
ther the  old  knight  really  fought  more  cooUv  with  toe 
blunt  than  with  the  sharp  weapon,  or  whether  the 
steward  gave  him  some  grains  of  advantaoe  in  this 
merely  sportive  encounter,  it  is  certain  Sir  Henry  had 
the  better  in  the  assault  His  success  put  him  into 
«xosllent  humour. 

There,"  said  he,  "  I  found  your  trick,-^iiay,  you 
cheat  me  not  twice  the  ssrae  way— There  was  a  very 
palpable  hit  Why,  had  I  had  but  light  enoogh  the 
other  night— But  it  skills  not  speaking  of  it— Here  we 


leave  off.  I  must  not  fight,  as  we  unwise  cavaliers 
did  with  you  roundhead  rascals,  beating  yoa  so  ofiAn 
that  we  taught  you  to  beat  us  at  last— And  good 
now,  tell  me  why  you  are  leaving  your  larder  so  fipU 
here  7— Do  you  think  I  or  my  farody  can  use  broken 
victuals  7— what,  have  you  no  better  employment  for 
your  rounds  of  sequestrated  beef  than  to  leave  tham 
behind  you  when  you  shift  your  guartera  7" 

"So  please  your  honour."  said  Tomkins.  "it  may 
be  that  you  desire  not  the  flesh  of  beeves,  ot  rams^  or 
of  goats.  Nevertheless  when  you  know  that  the 
provisions  were  provided  and  paid  for  out  of  your  osvn 
rents  and  stoek  at  Ditchley,  sequestrated  to  the  use 
of  the  state  more  than  a  year  since,  it  may  be  yoa  ^11 
have  less  scruple  to  use  them  for  your  own  benooC 

"  Rest  assured  that  I  shall,"  said  Sir  Henry ;  "  and 
glad  you  have  helped  me  to  a  share  of  mine  own.  CS«r- 
tainly  I  was  an  ass  to  suspect  your  masters  of  sub- 
sisting, save  at  honest  men*s  expense." 

"  And  as  for  the  rumps  of  beeves,"  continued  Tom- 
kins,  with  the  same  solemnity,  "  there  is  a  rump  at 
Westminster,  which  will  stand  us  of  the  army  much 
hacking  and  hewing  yet,  ere  it  is  discussed  to  our 
mind." 

Sir  Henry  paused,  as  if  to  consider  what  was  the 
meaning  of  this  innuendo ;  for  he  was  not  a  peraon 
of  very  quick  apprehension.  But  having  at  leogth 
caught  the  meaning  of  it  he  burst  into  an  explosion 
of  louder  laughter  than  Joceline  had  seen  him  mdolsB 
in  for  a  good  while. 

"Right,  knave,"  he  said,  "I  taste  thy  jest— It  is  the 
very  moral  of  the  puppetshow.  Faustus  raised  the 
devil,  as  the  Parliament  raised  the  army — and  then, 
as  the  devil  flies  away  with  FaustuaL  00  will  the  army 
fly  away  with  the  ParUament— or  rHe  rump,  9B  thoa 
call'stit  or  sitting  part  of  the  so-called  Parliament. — 
And  then,  look  you,  friend,  the  very  devil  of  all  hath 
my  wiUing  consent  to  fly  away  with  the  army  in  its 
turn,  from  the  highest  general  down  to  the  lowest 
drum-boy.— Nay,  never  look  fierce  for  the  matter; 
remember  there  is  day-light  enough  now  for  a  game 
at  sharps." 

Trusty  Tomkins  appeared  to  think  it  best  to  sup- 
press his  displeasure ;  and  obserrin^  that  the  waiofl 
were  ready  to  transport  the  Commissioners'  property 
to  the  borough,  took  a  grave  leave  of  Sir  Henry  Lae. 

Mean  time  the  old  man  continued  to  pace  his  reco- 
vered hall,  rubbing  his  handa,  and  evincing  greater 
signs  of  glee  than  he  had  shown  since  the  fatal  dOth 
01  January. 

"Here  we  are  again  in  the  old  frank,  Joliffe — well 
victualled  too.— How  the  knave  solved  my  point  of 
conscience  I— the  dullest  of  them  is  a  special  casuist 
where  thequestion  concerns  profit.  Look  out  if  there 
are  not  some  of  our  own  ragged  regiment  lurking 
aboutMo  whom  a  bellyful  would  be  a  godsend,  Joce- 
line—Then  his  fences  Joceline— though  the  fellow  Cains 
well— very  sufficient  well— But  thou  saw'st  how  I 
dealt  with  him  when  I  had  fitting  light,  Joceline T' 

"  Ay,  and  so  your  honour  did,' ^said  Joceline.  "You 
taught  him  to  know  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  from  Sauo- 
den  Gaidner.  I'll  warrant  him  he  will  not  wish  to 
come  under  your  honour's  thumb  again." 

"Wlw,  I  am  waxing  old,"  said  Sir  Henry;  "but 
skill  wul  not  rust  through  age,  though  sinews  UHist 
stiffen.  But  my  age  is  like alusty  winter,  as  okl  Will 
says— frosty  but  kindly— And  what  ii^  old  as  wa  aiCb 
we  live  to  see  better  days  yet !  1  promise  thee,  Joce- 
line, I  love  this  jarring  betwixt  the  rocues  of  the 
board  and  the  rogues  of  the  sword.  When  toieves  qoar- 
rel,  true  men  have  a  chance  of  coming  by  their  own." 

Thus  triumphed  the  old  cavalier,  in  the  treble  gloiy 
of  having  rscoversd  his  dwellins^— regained,  as  ha 
thought,  his  character  as  a  man  01  fence,  and  finally, 
discovered  some  prospect  of  a  chaiu;e  of  times,  m 
which  he  was  not  without  hopes  that  sometmag 
might  turn  jkq>  for  the  royal  interest 

Hean  while,  Alice,  with  a  prouder  and  a  lighter  heart 
than  had  danced  in  her  bosom  for  several  dava  went 
forth  with  a  gayety  to  which  she  of  late  had  been  a 
stranger,  to  contribute  her  assistance  to  the  regula- 
tion and  supply  of  the  household,  by  brinsing  themsh 
water  wanted  from  fair  Rosaniona's  well. 

Perhaps  she  remembered,  that  when  she  was  but  a 
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(qtL  her  cousin  Mnrkham  used,  among  others,  lo 
make  her  perform  that  dut>;,  as  prcrcnting  the  cha- 
lacter  of  some  captive  Trojan  princess,  condemned 
by  her  ntuntion  to  draw  the  waters  from  some  Grc- 
din  spring  (or  the  iiw?  of  the  pr-ud  victor.  At  any 
rate,  sn?  certainly  joyed  to  sec  her  lather  reinstnierl  in 
bii  andent  habiration ;  and  the  joy  wrr  not  ihc  less 
rinrrre.  ihnt  she  knew  their  return  to  Woodstock  iind 
birtn  prtwiiTcd  by  means  of  her  cousin,  and  that  even 
in  her  father's  pn'iiidiced  eyes,  Evorard  had  been  in 
titme  de?rro  excuipp*  h1  oI  rhe  accusations  the  old 
knisht  had  hnjni^ht  ugainst  him;  and  that,  if  a  re- 
coiioiliaiion  had  not  vet  taken  place,  the  pTx.'iiniinaries 
hnd  bcrn  esTablishnd  on  which  such  a  desirahle  con- 
clusion miirht  easily  be  fimndcd.  It  was  like  the 
com  men '•erne  nt  of  a  bndso,  when  the  foundation  is 
fccnrely  laid,  and  the  piers  raised  above  the  influence 
of  the  lonx'nt.  the  throwing  of  ih«;  arches  may  be 
ac«*i)mpli*li#."d  in  a  eubse<|Uent  sr-ajion. 

Thv  doubtful  fate  of  hi  r  only  lurither  miirht  have 
cluudeii  even  this  momentary  girnm  of  sunshine: 
bjl  Alice  had  been  bn^  up  duriiis  the  close  and 
fr*<?»:«=^nt  contests  of  civil  war.  and  had  acquired  the 
habit  of  hopin-j  in  behalf  of  those  dear  to  her,  until 
hope  was  lost.  In  the  present  case,  all  nports  seenuil 
to  assure  her  of  her  brother's  safety. 

Besides  thrst^  eausi-s  for  ffayety,  Alice  Let»  had  the 
p'.cas.ng  feelina  that  sh«  was  restored  to  the  habita- 
v.vn  and  the  Viaunts  of  her  childhixKl,  from  wliich 
%\ir  had  not  departe<i  without  mucli  pain,  the  more 
fi-!r,  r*rhnrRi  b<  cause  suppressed,  in  order  to  avoid 
.•mtatm;;;  her  farh'-r's  sense  of  his  misfortune.  Fi- 
oal!'.'.  slu;  enjoyed  for  the  insrant  the  .^Inam  of  self- 
atisfaetion  by  which  wo  set;  the  voun;?  and  \yi  ll-dis- 
poflcd  S.3  often  aninnted,  when  tnt-y  can  be.  in  com- 
mon plirasp,  helpful  to  tfiose  whom  I  hey  love^  and 
pe^icKin  at  the  moment  of  ncd  some  of  those  little 
domcsiic  tasks,  which  ajse  receives  with  w)  much 
pleascro  from  the  duiifid  hands  of  youth.  So  that, 
aliageihcr.  as  she  hasted  through  the  remains  and 
T««t.p:s  oi  a  wilderness  already  mentioned,  and  from 
irier.c^  aliout  a  bow-shot  into  the  Park,  to  brin^  a 
p.ifher  of  waterfront  Rosamond's  sprinj;,  Alice  Lets 
Ler  k-aturcs  enlivened  and  her  complexion  a  hi  tie 
ni«td  by  the  exercise,  had,  for  the  moment,  regained 
ihfmv  and  brilliant  vivacity  of  expression  which  had 
been  the  characteristic  of  her  beauty  in  her  earlier  and 
happier  davs. 

Tliii*  fountain  of  old  memory  had  been  once  adorned 
With  archirrfCfural  ornaments  in  the  style  of  the  six- 
I'l'Dih  century,  chiefly  lelaiing  lo  ancient  niytholojfy. 
.^1  these  were  now  wastcu  and  overthrown,  and 
cx-isted  only  as  moss-covered  ruins,  while  the  living 
fpring  continued  to  furnish  its  daily  treasures,  uri- 
nvall'tl  in  purity,  thouith  the  quantity  was  small, 
(Eiifihinc  out  amid  disjointeft  stones,  and  bubbling 
ihrYMish  frnsmeni.s  of  anrieni  8culi*inre. 

With  a  light  step  and  lauRhinij  brow  the  young 
Lady  of  Lee  was  approaching  the  fountain  usually 
•osolitarv,  when  she  paused  on  bc>hoIding  some  one 
»a«jd  beside  it.  She  proreeded,  however,  with  con- 
fidrnce.  though  with  a  step  something  less  cay,  when 
she  oliscrved  that  the  person  was  a  ftmale ;— some 
m-nial  perhaps  from  the  town,  whom  afancil*ul  mis- 
\T:*n  (KTcasionally  despatrhed  for  the  water  of  a 
rpr.nir,  supposed  lo  Iw  peculiarly  pure,  or  some  aged 
woman,  who  made  a  little  trade  by  rarrying  it  to  the 
better  sort  of  fn mdies,  and  si'llini;  it  for  a  trifle.  There 
was  no  caus'.N  therefore,  for  apprehension. 

Vet  rhe  terrors  of  the  times  were  w  great,  that 
Ali-^did  noi  setia  atranm.r  evcnof  herown  sex  with- 
o«it  wnie  apprchensi<m.  Denaturalizetl  women  had 
9n  usual  f'tllowcfl  the  camps  of  l)otli  urmies  during 
the  fivil  War;  who,  on  the  one  sule  with  open  pro- 
flWBcy  and  profanity,  on  the  other  with  the  fniudful 
trine  oi  fanaticism  or  hyp»KTiey,  exereisc-<l  nearly  in 
lie d'STvc  ihcir  inlcnts  for  murrier  or  plunder.  But  it 
was  hrn.id  dayiiaht.  the  distamre  from  the  Lo<lge  was 
btiJ  tnrtinff.  and  nlthough  a  little  alarmed  at  sej.ing  a 
ttnns?rr  whcf^  she  cxp^'cied  de«  p  s<.)ljtude,  the  daugh- 
ter of  tlie  hauKbtv  old  Knight  had  too  much  of  the 
l.'nn  niKMjt  hi  r,  to  ffiar  without  some  determined  and 
cifr-'^ij'i  CUV  fa:        .        ,  ,  ,      , 

.Alice  waikctJ,  therefore,  gravely  on   towards  the 


fount,  and  composed  her  looks  as  she  took  a  hasty 
glance  of  the  female  who  was  scate<l  there,  and  ad- 
dressed herself  to  her  task  of  filling  her  pitcher. 

The  woman,  whose  presence  hud  furpriptd  and 
somewhat  startled  Alice  Lci*,  was  a  person  of  the 
lower  rank,  whose  red  cloak,  nissct  kiitli-,  hand- 
kerchief trimmed  with  Coventry  hlue,  nnd  a  cnarso 
steeple  hat,  could  not  imlicafe  at  hrM  any  thing 
higher  than  the  wife  of  a  small  fanner,  «jr,  prrhnps, 
the  helpmate  of  a  bailifl'  or  hind.  If  \Nas  wcl!  if  A\o 
proved  nothing  worpc.  Her  el(>the«,  iinknj,  v»\re 
of  good  materials;  but,  what  the  f«fn:ilr  ryi.'disei.rns 
with  half  a  glance,  tluy  were  iiidiflen  u'ly  adjusted 
and  pill  on.  This  looked  as  if  I  hey  dhi  iioi  tnlong 
to  the  person  hy  whom  they  wen?  vv»)rii,  but  were 
ariif'les  of  which  she  had  become  lliir  nii.*>tr(«s  by 
some  aecident,  if  not  by  *!4)me  su<'fessfiil  robbery. 
II«  r  .**ize,  too,  as  did  not  escape  Alior,  even  in  the 
short  penisal  she  atVorded  the  stranpr.  was  uiMisual; 
her  features  swarthy  and  singularly  liarsli,  and  her 
manner  altogether  unprojiilious.  The  young  lady 
ajiiiost  wishtil,  as  sin*  sioojal  to  fdl  hi  r  i-ifi-hir,  that 
she  had  rather  turned  back,  and  Sf-rit  Joichne  on  the 
errand :  but  repi^ntancc  was  loo  late  iu>w,  and  she 
had  onlv  to  disguise  as  well  as  she  could  htr  unplea- 
sant fi.clings. 

"The  bli'ssings  of  this  bricht  day  to  on-^  as  br:"ht 
as  it  is !"  said  the  stranger,  with  no  unfriendly,  though 
a  harsh  voice. 

'*!  ihankyou,"  said  Alice  in  reply;  and  continued 
to  fill  her  pitehr-r  busily,  by  assistanec  of  an  iron  bowl 
whicii  reniniiu-d  still  chained  to  one  of  the  stones 
beside  the  fountain. 

"Perhaps,  my  pretty  maiden,  if  you  would  accept 
my  help,  your  work  would  be  sooner  done,"  said  the 
straniier. 

"I  thank  you"  said  Alice:  "but  had  I  needed 
assistance,  I  coJild  have  brought  those  with  nic  who 
harl  reiidend  it.'" 

"I  do  not  doubt  of  that,  my  pretty  maiden," 
answered  the  female;  "there  are  too  many  lads  in 
WoiKistock  with  eyes  in  their  heads— No  doubi  you 
(roiild  have  broimht  with  vou  anv  one  of  them  who 
looketl  on  you,  if  you  had  listed  '?" 

Alice  rephed  not  a  syllable,  for  she  did  not  like  the 
fre<-doni  used  by  the  speaker,  and  was  desirous  to 
break  otf  the  (conversation. 

"Are  you  oflended,  my  pretty  mistress?"  said  the 
stranger;  "that  was  far  from  mv  puri'OBi'.— I  will 
nut  my  question  otherwise— Are  the  good  dames  of 
Woodstock  so  carfrless  of  their  pretty  naughlers  as  to 
let  the  flower  of  them  all  wander  about  the  wiKl  chase 
without  a  niother,  or  a  somebody  to  prevent  the  fox 
from  running  away  with  the  lamb'?— that  careless- 
ness, methinks,  shows  small  kindness." 

"Content  yourself,  good  woman,  I  am  not  far 
from  protection  and  assistance,"  said  Alice,  who 
liked  less  and  less  the  eflronteryof  her  new  acquaint- 
ance. 

"Alas!  my  pretty  maiden,"  said  the  stranger,  pat- 
ting with  her  large  and  hard  hand  the  head  wtiich 
Ali(x*  had  k<:pi  hrnded  down  towards  the  water  which 
she  was  laving,  "  it  would  be  difl^cult  to  hear  such  a 
pipe  as  yours  at  the  town  of  Woodstock,  scream  as 
loud  as  you  would." 

Alice  shook  the  woman's  hand  angrily  off!  took  up 
her  pitcher,  though  not  above  half  full,' and  as  she 
saw  the  stranger  rise  at  the  same  time,  said,  not 
without  fear  doubtless,  but  with  a  natural  fi'eling  of 
res4.'ntment  and  dignity,  "I  have  no  reason  to  make 
my  cries  hcanl  as  far  as  Wootlstockj  were  there 
occasion  for  my  crying  for  help  at  all,  it  is  nearer  at 
hand." 

She  spoke  not  without  a  warrant  ;  for,  at  the  mo- 
ment, broke  through  the  bushes,  and  s:ood  by  her 
side,  the  noble  hound  Ik^ns;  fixing  on  the  stranger 
his  eyes  that  glanced  fire,  raising  every  hair  »)n  liis 
gallant  mane  as  upright  as  the  bristUs  of  a  wild  Iviar 
when  hard  pressed,  grinning  till  a  ease  of  fri  th,  which 
would  liave  matchecl  tlnK-e  of  any  \Nolf  in  Russia, 
were  displayed  in  full  array,  and.  without  cither  hark- 
ing or  sprinkling,  se<'ining.  by  his  low  dtttrniiiir*! 
growl,  to  await  but  the  signal  for  dashing  at  the  female, 
whom  he  plainly  considered  as  a  suspicious  pi^rson. 
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list  mat  my  roily  lias  javcn  my  youn^  mi.stress  no 
nrc;.  and  that  siic  will  allow  me,  in  token  of 
MU'iliation^  to  fill  her  pitcher,  and  carr>'  it  as  far  as 
will  permit." 


But  the  stranger  wan  undaunted.  "  My  pretty 
maiden,"  8hc  said,  "  yon  liave  indeed  n  formidable 
guardian  there,  where  cockneys  or  bumpkins  aR*  con- 
cerned; but  we  who  iiavc  been  at  the  wars  know 
spells  for  taming  such  furious  dragons ;  and  therefore 
let  not  your  four-footed  protector  ro  loose  on  me,  for 
ho  is  a  noble  animal,  and  nothinc  but  self-defence 
would  induce  me  to  do  him  injury.  So  saying,  she 
drew  a  pistol  from  her  bosom,  and  cocked  it — |>ointing 
it  tpwards  the  dog,  as  if  apprehensive  that  ho  would 
sprinu  iinon  iier. 

"Hold,  woman,  hold!"  said  Alice  Lee;  "the dog 
will  not  do  you  harm.— Down,  Bevis,  couch  down— 
And  ere  vou  attempt  to  hurt  him,  know  he  is  the  fa- 
vourite fioiind  of  Sir  Henry  Lee  of  Ditchley,  the 
keeper  of  Woodstock  Park,  who  would  severely 
revenge  any  injury  ottered  to  him." 

"And  you,  pretty  one,  arc  the  old  knight's  house- 
keeper, doubtless?  I  have  often  heard  the  Lees  have 
good  taste." 

"  1  am  his  daughter,  good  woman." 

"His  diiiij^httr!--!  was  blind— but  yet  it  is  triio, 
nothing  less  perfect  could  answer  the  description 
which  all  the  world  has  given  of  Mistress  Alice  Lee. 
I  trust  that  iny  folly  has  given  my  young  mistress  no 
offence 
rec(MU' 
she 

"  As  vou  will.  ;^ood  mother ;  but  I  am  about  to  return 
in<«ti:titly  to  tlu;  Lodge,  to  which,  in  thew  times,  I 
cannot  admit  strangers.  Vou  can  follow  me  no  far- 
ther than  the  verge  of  the  wilderness,  and  I  am  already 
too  long  from  homo :  I  will  send  some  one  to  meet 
and  relieve  jou  of  the  pitcher."  So  saying,  she  turnr^l 
her  back,  with  a  fti?ling  of  terror  which  she  could 
hanlly  account  for,  and  began  to  walk  quickly  towards 
the  Loilg*',  thinking  I  lius  to  get  rid  of  her  troublesome 
acnuaintance. 

But  she  reckoned  without  her  host ;  for  in  a  mo- 
ment her  new  companion  was  by  her  side,  not 
running,  in«lee(l,  but  walking  with  prodigious  long 
imwomanly  strides,  which  soon  bmiight  her  up  with 
the  hiirn«xl  and  timid  su-ps  of  the  frighteneti  maiden. 
But  her  manner  was  more  respectful  than  formerly, 
though  her  voice  sounded  remarkably  harsh  and  dis- 
agreeable, and  her  \vhole  appearance  sugg«;sted  an 
undefined,  yet  irre:«isf ible  feeling  of  apprehension. 

"  Pardon  a  stranger,  lovely  Mistress  Alice,"  said 
her  persecutor,  ''that  was  not  capable  of  distinguish- 
ing between  a  lady  of  your  high  quality  and  a  peasant 
wi'ncli,  anil  who  spoke  to  you  with  a  degree  of  fret> 
dom,  ill-l)«jllffing  your  rank,  certainly,  and  condition, 
and  which,  I  fe.ir.  has  given  you  otlcnce," 

" IVo  otll  nci.'  wliatever,"  replictl  Alice;  "but,  good 
woman.  I  am  near  home,  and  can  excuse  your  farther 
company.— You  are  unknown  to  me." 

"Bur  It  follows  not,"  said  the  stranger,  "that  voht 
fortunes  may  not  be  known  to  mt,  fair  Mistres<<  .\lice. 
Look  on  iny  swarthy  brow— England  breeds  none 
Bueh- ami  in  the  lands  fn>m  which  1  come,  the  Run 
which  blackens  our  complexion,  pours,  to  make 
amends,  ravsof  knowledge  into  our  brains  which  are 
denietl  to  thnsi»  of  your  lukcwami  climate.  liCt  me 
look  upon  your  prettv  hand,— [attempting  to  iK>spess 
herseir  of  it,]— and  I  promise  you,  you  shall  lu.ar 
what  will  please  vou." 

"I  henr  what  (Iocs  710/  please  me,"  said  AUce,  with 
dignity;  "vou  must  carry  your  tricks  of  fortune- tel- 
ling and  pj'lmisirv'  to  the  women  of  the  village— We 
of  the  gentry  hold  them  to  be  either  imposture  or 
unlawful  knowledge." 

"Vet  you  would  fain  hear  of  a  cx?rtain  Colonel,  I 
warrant  you,  whom  certain  unhappy  circumstances 
haveseparatfvl  from  his  family;  you  would  give  belter 
than  silver  if  I  euuld  assure  you  that  you  would  see 
him  in  a  day  or  two — ay,  perhaps  sooner." 
.  "  I  know  nothing  of  what  you  speak,  good  woman ; 
if  you  want  alms,  there  is  a  piece  of  silver— it  is  all  I 
have  in  my  purse." 

"It  Were  a  pity  that  I  should  lake  it,"  said  the  fe- 
male; "and  yi;t  give  it  me— for  the  princess  in  the 
fairy  tab'  must  ever  deserve,  by  her  gt^nerosity,  the 
botintyof  the  benevolent  fairy,  before  sheie  rewarded 
by  her  protection." 


"Take  it— take  it— give  me  iny  pitcher,"  said  Alice, 
"  and  begone,— yonder  comes  one  of  my  father's  aer- 
vants.— What,  ho !— Joccline— JoceUne:" 

The  old  fortune-teller  hastily  dropped  something 
into  the  pitcher  as  she  restored  it  to  AUce  Lee,  and, 
plying  her  long  limbs,  disappeared  speedily  under 
cover  of  the  wood. 

Bevis  turned,  and  backed,  and  showed  some  iodi* 
nation  to  harass  the  retreat  of  this  suspicious  person, 
yet,  as  if  uncertain,  ran  towards  Joliffe,  and  fawned 
on  him,  as  to  demand  his  advice  and  encouragcmenL 
Joceline  pacified  the  animal,  and  coming  up  to  his 
young  lady,  asked  her,  with  surprise,  what  was  the 
matter^  and  whether  she  had  l)een  frightened  1  Alice 
made  light  of  her  alarm,  for  which,  indeed  she  coald 
not  have  assigned  any  ver>'  competent  reason,  for  the 
manners  of  the  woman,  though  Ijold  and  intrusive, 
were  not  menacing.    Slie  only  said  she  had  met  a 
fortune-teller  by  Rosamond's  Well,  and  had  had  some 
difficulty  in  shaking  her  off. 

"All,  the  gipsy  thief,"  said  Joceline,  "how  well 
she  scented  there  was  food  in  the  pantry!— they 
have  noses  like  ravens,  these  strollers.  Look  you, 
Mistress  Alice,  you  shall  not  see  a  raven,  or  a  carrion- 
crow,  in  all  the  blue  sky  for  a  mile  round  you ;  but 
let  a  sheep  drop  suddenly  down  on  the  greensward, 
and  before  the  poor  creature's  dead  you  shall  sec  a 
dozen  of  such  guests  croaking,  as  if  inviting  eaeh 
other  to  the  banquet.— Just  so  it  is  wth  these  sturdy 
bef^ars.  Vou  will  see  few  enough  of  them  when 
there's  nothing  10  give,  hut  when  hough's  in  the  iwt, 
they  will  have  share  on't." 


"  Vou  arc  so  proud  of  your  fresh  supply  of  pro- 
vender," said  Alice,  "  thai  you  suJ-pi^ct  all  of 
sign  on't.    I  do  not  think  this  w(unan  will  V( 
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neiir  your  kitchen,  Joceline." 

"It  will  be  best  for  her  health,"  said  Joceline, 
"lest  I  give  her  a  ducking  for  digestion.— But  give 
me  the  pitcher.  Mistress  Alice— miMjter  I  bear  it  than 
you. — How  now"?  what  jingles  at  the  bottom?  have 
you  lifted  the  pebbles  as  well  as  the  water!" 

"  I  think  the  woman  dropped  something  into  the 
pitcher,"  said  Alice. 

"  Nay,  we  must  look  to  that  for  it  is  like  to  be  a 
charm,  and  we  have  enough  of  the  devil's  ware  about 
Woodstock  already— we  will  not  spare  for  the  water 
—I  can  run  back  and  fill  the  pitcher."  He  poured  out 
the  water  upon  the  grass  and  at  the  bottom  of  the 
pitcher  was  found  a  gold  ring,  in  which  was  set  a 
rubv,  apparently  of  some  value. 

"  iVay,  if  this  ne  nor  enchantment,  I  know  not  what 
is,"  said  Joceline.  "Truly,  Mistress  Alice,  I  think  you 
had  better  throw  away  this  gimcrack.  Such  aS\B 
from  such  hands  are  a  kind  of  press-money  which 
the  devil  uses  for  enlisting  his  regiment  of  witches; 
and  if  they  take  but  so  much  as  a  bean  fmm  him, 
they  become  his  bond  slaves  for  life— Ay,  you  look  at 
the  gewgaw,  but  to-morrow  you  will  find  a  lead  ring 
and  a  common  pebble  in  its  stead." 

"Nay,  Joceline,  I  think  it  will  be  better  to  find 
out  that  dark-complexioned  woman,  and  return  to 
her  what  seems  of  mine  value.  So,  cause  inquiry  lo 
be  made,  and  be  sure  you  return  her  ring.  It  seems 
too  vn  I  liable  to  be  destroyed." 

"  T'mph !  thai  is  always  the  way  wth  women," 
murmured  Joceline.  \'You  will  never  ijet  the  best 
of  them,  but  she  is  wilUng  to  save  a  bit  of  finery. 
—Well,  Mistress  Alice,  1  (rust  that  you  are  too 
3'oung  and  too  pretty  to  be  enlisted  in  a  regiment  of 
witches." 

"  I  shall  not  be  afraid  of  it  till  you  turn  conjurer," 
.**aid  Alice ;  "  so  hasten  to  the  well,  where  you  are 
like  still  to  find  the  woman,  and  let  her  know  that 
Alice  Lee  desires  none  of  her  gifts,  any  more  than  she 
did  of  her  society." 

So  saying,  the  young  lady  pursued  her  way  to  the 
I<.odge,  while  Joceline  went  down  to  Rosamond's 
Well  to  execute  her  commission.  But  the  fortune- 
teller, or  \vhocver  she  might  be.  was  nowhere  to  be 
found;  neither,  finding  that  to  he  the  case,  did  Jo- 
celine give  liimself  much  trouble  in  tracking  her 
farther. 

"  If  this  ring,  which  I  dare  say  the  jade  stole 
somewhere,"  said  the  under-kecper  to  himself^  "  be 
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worth  a  few  noblet,  it  is  better  in  honest  hnnds  than  ' 
in  ihote  of  vagabonds.  My  master  has  a  riKht  to  all 
wa:ffl  and  strays,  and  certainly  such  a  riim.  in  pos- 
session  of  n  g:ipsy,  must  be  a  waif.  So  1  shall  confis- 
cate it  without  scruple,  and  apply  the  produce  to  the 
siqiport  of  Sir  Henry^s  household,  wnich  is  like  to 
be  poor  enough.  Thank  Heaven,  my  raiUtary  cxpe- 
nenoe  has  taught  me  how  to  carry  nooks  at  my  finger- 
ends— that  is  trooper's  law.  Yet,  hang  it,  after  all,  I 
kad  best  take  it  to  Mark  Evcrard  and  ask  his  advice 
—I  bold  him  now  to  be  your  learned  counsellor  in  law 
vbne  Mistress  Alice's  affairs  are  concerned,  and  my 
learned  Doctor,  who  shall  bo  nameless,  for  such  as 
concrm  Church  and  State  and  Sir  Hvnr>'  r^eu— And 
m  give  them  leave  to  give  mine  uniblus  to  the  kites 
tod  ravens  if  they  find  me  conferring  my  confidence 
vhere  it  is  not  sale." 


CHAPTER   XIX. 

J  «killm  in  the««  purtv.  which,  to  «  itniiger, 

rnfDiiM  snd  anrricnrfeil,  oftpn  pntre 
Roaifh  and  inhwpiublc.-Twc^/A  Sfg^L 

Thkbx  was  a  little  attempt  nt  preparation,  now 
that  the  dinner  hour  was  arriviil,  whicli  showea  that, 
ta  the  opinion  of  his  few  but  faithful  domostics,  the 
p)od knight  hod  returned  in  triumoh  to  his  lioine. 

The  ffxeat  tankard,  exhibiting  in  bas-n>liuf  the  figure 
of  Michael  subduing  the  arch  enemy,  was  placed  on 
the  table,  and  Jocellne  and  Phrchc  dutifully  attended ; 
tbe  nnc  behind  the  chair  of  Sir  Hfury,  tne  other  tu 
Wilt  upon  her  young  mistress,  and  both  to  make  out, 
by  fdnnal  and  regular  observance,  the  want  of  a  more 
oo:a«roiis  train. 

"A  health  to  King  Charles  !**  said  the  old  knight, 
banding  tbe  massive  tankard  to  his  daughter :  *'  drmk 
iLiny  love,  though  it  be  rebel  ale  which  they  have  left 
ui  I  will  pledge  thee ;  for  the  toast  will  excuse  the 
Lnnr,  had  Noll  himself  brewed  it." 

The  young  lady  touched  the  goblet  with  her  lip, 
aod  r«tumeu  it  to  her  father,  who  took  a  copious 
crauarht. 

I  will  not  say  blessing  on  their  hearts."  said  he ; 
'  thiiugh  I  must  own  they  drank  good  ale.'' 

"\o  wonder,  sir;  they  came  lightly  by  the  malt,  and 
tkfd  not  spare  it  *'  said  Joccline. 

.'  Sav'st  thou  ?"  said  the  knight ;  "  thou  shalt 
tr.ith  the  tankard  thyself  for  that  very  Jest's  sake." 
NiiTwrishis  follower  slow  in  doing  reason  to  the  royal 
f*fn\2e.  He  bowed,  and  replaced  the  tankard,  saying, 
after  a  triumphant  glance  at  the  sculpture,  *'  I  had  a 
^ibe  wi!h  that  same  red-coat  about  the  Saint  Michael 
juft  now.*' 

"Rbd-ooat— ha !  what  red-coat?''  said  the  hasty  old 
man.  **  Do  any  of  thesi-  knaves  still  lurk  aN)ut  Wood- 
*tt«.'k  *?— Quoit  him  down  stairs  instantly,  Joccline.— 
Know  wv  not  Galloway  nags'?" 

"  So  please  you,  he  is  in  some  charge  here,  and  will 
•»e<d:ly  be  gone.— It  is  ht — he  who  had  a  rencontre 
w.th  vuur  honour  in  the  wood." 

''  Ay.  but  I  pakl  him  off  for  it  in  the  hall,  as  you 
Tciursr-If  saw.  I  was  never  in  better  fence  in  my 
luV.  Juceline.  That  same  steward  fellow  is  not  so 
Liwriy  black-hearted  a  rogue  as  the  most  of  them, 
iocebne.  He  fGncG.i  well— excellent  well.  I  will  have 
riu«  irv  a  bout  in  the  hall  with  him  to-morrow,  thouuli 
I  think  he  will  be  too  hard  lor  thee.  I  know  tliy 
an-ength  to  an  inch." 

H^  might  say  this  with  some  truth;  for  it  was 
J<M>linc's  fashion,  when  called  on,  as  sometimes  hap- 
pened, to  fence  with  his  patmn,  just  to  put  forth  as 
much  of  his  strength  and  skill  as  obligeo  the  Knight 
1}  '>>ntend  hard  for  the  victory,  which,  in  the  long 
n.-n.  iie  always  contrived  to  yield  up  to  him,  like  a 
(httfTt-rA  scr\'ing-man. 

"And  what  Miid  this  roundheaded  steward  of  our 
gmt  Saint  Michacrs  standing  cup  7" 

'*3Iarn',  he  scoflixl  at  our  good  saint,  and  said 
hf  was  h'tdc  better  than  one  of^  the  golden  calves  of 
Beth';!.  Bot  I  told  him  ho  should  not  talk  so,  until 
on**  fjf  their  own  round  headed  saints  had  given 
the  df-\il  a.«  complete  a  crosslmttock  os  Saint  Michael 
had  given  him,  as  'tis  carved  upon  the  cup  there.  I 
trow  that  rnade  him   silent  enough.    And  then  In; 


would  know  whether  your  honour  and  Mistress 
Alice,  not  to  mention  old  Joan  and  myself  since  it  is 
your  honour's  nkasure  I  nhould  take  my  Ind  here, 
were  not  afraia  to  sUren  in  a  house  that  luid  been  so 
much  disturbed.  Hut  1  told  him  we  feared  no  fiends 
or  goblins^  h.iving  the  prayers  of  the  church  read 
every  evening." 

"  Joceline,"  said  Alice,  interrupting  him,  "  wert 
thou  mod  ?  You  know  at  what  risk  to  ourwlves  end 
the  good  doctor  tht!  iHrrforiiiaiice  of  that  duty  takes 
place." 

'*  Oh.  Mistn-ss  .Alice,"  said  Joceline,  a  little  abash- 
ed, "von  may  In-  .sun;  I  spoke  not  a  word  of  tht  doc- 
tor—\o.  no— I  did  ii«)t  let  him  into  tli'  Sferet  that  we 
had  sueli  a  reveniid  i-haplain.-  1  think  I  know  the 
length  of  tiiis  man's  foot.  We  have  had  a  jv»llifiea- 
tion  or  w»  together.  He  is  hnnd  and  glove  with  me, 
for  as  great  a  faw»ti<'  as  he  is." 

"Trust  him  not  too  for,"  said  the  knight.  "  Nay, 
I  fear  tiiou  hast  h<H.u  inipnideiit  already,  and  that  it 
will  be  unsafe  for  the  good  man  to  come  here  after 
nightfall,  as  proiKJsi-*!.  Thesr*  Independents  have 
noses  like  bloodhounds,  and  can  snicli  out  a  loyahst 
under  any  dipgiiise." 

"  If  your  honour  thinks  so,"  said  Jocohne,  1 11 
watch  for  the  do«Mor  with  good  will,  and  bring  him 
into  the  I-<Mlgi'  by  the  old  condemned  postern,  and 
so  UP  to  thi.>4  apartment ;  and  sure  this  man  Tomkins 
would  never  presume  to  eonie  hither;  and  the  doctor 
may  have  a  bed  in  Woodstock  Lodge,  and  he  never 
the' wiser;  or,  if  your  honour  does  not  think  that 
safe,  I  can  cut  his  throat  for  you,  and  1  would  not 
mind  it  a  pin." 

"  Ood  torbiil !"  said  the  knight.  "  He  is  under  ouf 
roof,  and  a  guest,  though  n»>t  an  invited  one— Go, 
Joceline ;  it  shall  he  thy  penance,  for  having  given  thy 
tongue  t(K»  mueh  license,  to  waich  for  the  good  doctor, 
and  to  take  caio  of  liiri  safety  while  he  continues  with 
u«.  An  October  night  or  two  in  the  fort.st  would 
finish  the  go<Mi  man." 

*'  He  is  more  like  to  finish  our  October  than  our  Octo- 
ber is  to  finish  him,"  said  the  keeper;  and  withdrew 
under  the  encouraging  t^niile  of  his  jmtroii. 

He  whistled  Itevii«  along  with  hun  to  share  in  his 
watch ;  and  having  received  exact  information  where 
the  clergyman  was  most  likelv  to  he  found,  assured 
hiy  master  that  he  would  give  the  most{)ointtrd  alien- 
ti(m  to  his  safety.  When  the  attendants  had  with- 
drawn, havmg  previously  reinov(?<itho  remains  of  the 
meal,  lln'  old  knight,  leaning  back  in  his  chair,  en- 
courage<l  pleasanter  visions  than  had  of  late  passed 
through  his  imagination,  until  by  degn'ts  he  was 
surpris<.d  by  artual  slumlKT ;  while  his  daughter,  not 
venturing  to  move  but  on  tiptoe,  took  some  needle- 
work, ond  brinifing  it  clo.«<'  by  the  old  man's  side, 
empIove<i  her  fingers  on  this  task,  Ix-ndins  her  eyes 
from  time  to  time  on  her  parent,  with  the  afiectionote 
zial,  if  not  the  etrective  jKiwer,  of  a  guanhaii  angel. 
At  length,  as  the  light  faded  away,  ond  night  ea me 
on,  she  was  alNnit  to  order  candles  to  be  brought. 
But,  rerneiubering  how  indifferent  a  couch  Joeulinc's 
cottage  had  alTI)rded,  she  could  not  think  of  inii-rrupt- 
ing  the  first  sound  and  n^freshing  sleep  wliicii  tier 
father  had  enjoyed,  in  oil  probability,  for  the  lost  two 
nights  and  <l(i)-s. 

She  hers<?lf  hod  no  other  amusement,  as  she  sat 
facing  one  of  the  great  oriel  vkindows,  the  same  by 
which  Wildrake  haci  on  a  former  occasion  lookt>d  in 
upon  Tomkins  and  Joceline  while  at  their  com|>ota- 
tions,  than  watching  the  cloud.H,  which  a  lazy  wind 
sometimes  chained  from  the  broad  disk  of  the  harvest- 
moon,  sometimes  permit t«*d  to  accumulate,  and  ex- 
clude her  brightness.  Theie  is,  I  know  not  why, 
something  peeuliarlv  pleasim;  to  the  imugination,  m 
contemplating  the  Ciueenof  Night,  when  she  isinatf- 
iHif,  as  the  exF)re8sion  is,  among  the  vapours  which 
she  has  not  prjwer  to  dispel,  and  which  on  their  side 
are  unable  entirely  to  quench  her  lustre.  It  is  the 
striking  imaip-  of  patient  virtue,  calmly  pursuing  her 
path  through  good  reiKirt  ond  h;m  report,  having  thot 
excellence  in  herstit  which  ought  to  command  all 
admiratitm,  but  b«linime<l  in  the  eyes  of  tho  world, 
by  .-^ufitiring,  bv  mi.sfortune,  by  calumny. 

As  some  such  retk•clion^  jm  rhaps,  were  passing 
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n  WOODSTOCK, 

ibroaili  Alire'ii  imtginaiion,  afac  became  icnslbli',  10 1  blodc  pai 
her  mipnue  DTI'!  fttarm,  thnt  soineuno  bail  clambered   clolben.  v 

■■  ■  window,  and  was  lookins  inio  Ihe  tnciin.    "'"       '    ' 

Bupmialural  lenrdid  iiol  mihe  sliglilF«t 

..nio  *jtili[e  Alice.    She  was  too  much  leruslnmal 

to  the  [ilacc  and  riTUalion ;  for  lulk  do  not  nee  f[n 
jnainihoKeimwiih  wlikh  iheyhsvehccnfanidi 
Dam  mbner-    But  amffse  from  marnudcrB  in  r  du- 
' — '"xl  eountrr  wis  ■  more  fbrmidabte  subject  or  ap- 
imriun^  anil  tho  ihouaht  irmnl  Alice  who  wna 

irallr  liwh-^riled,  nilh  such  desperalc  coora^, 

that  she  snateliPii  a  pialiil  from  the  wall,  on  which 
"     -    IB  buns,  nnd  while  she  '"   ' 


Jil)-,  be- 

—  — „ —  . — F...,~..  .n  Ihe  visaftn, 

wlix-hsiicpartinlly  ROW,  tnefeaiares  oT  the  woman 
whom  slw  had  mel  with  at  Rommund's  Welt,  and 
which  hail  ntifinarcd  (a  her  peculiarly  hnrsli  ami  ma- 
picioua.  IlerlhlhtralthiKinie  lime  seized  htsawoid 
—.1  — 11^  fiiTwaid,  while  the  permn  «t  the 

—  .1.. ...  J "iiiomi  nnii  end — 

u  bad  Cavalii 

,  ._ o  ibo  ctnh  wi , , 

noMo.    Nor  was  tbn  reception  on  the  bosom  of  our 

n  mother  ralbcr  soft  or  safe;  for,b*  a  "     " 

heord  thsl  BoTii 


terrific  bark  arid 


mtiwl,  the) 
DO  on  tlie  pi 


hou  nritlio  queen  of  weiichesi  Hlandfasi 
111!  down  and  secure  the  rascHl." 
>d'g  sake,  no,  mydcansl  raihnrr'    Alice 
'■  Jocelino  will  be  up  inimpdiiitely— Haik  ' 


ThiTR  was  indeed  a  bustle  below,  and 


llinr  Ti)inn  as  they  spoke,  ait  men  wlio  would  0  ...  .  _ 
heard  hy  iImm  tbcy  adilressi'd^  The  inilivulual  who 
had  fallen  umler  the  pova 

tient  in  his  situation,  and  mmi  niin  mo  iiiEwau~ 
tton. — "  Here,  T.ee— Forester— take  the  dog  oni  el*e 


Im 


uthiinF'  , 


"if  thiHi  dust,^'  anid  Sir  Henry  from  Ihe  window. 
"I  blow  thy  brains  out  on  ihe  epol— Thiens.  .loce- 
hne,  thii'Vcs!  come  up  and  secure  Ihiamffian.— Bevts, 
hold  on  r' 

"Back,  BpriS!  rinwn,  eir."  cried  Jooeline.—"  I  am 
comiuK.  I  am  cDiiiing,  Sir  Henry— Saint  Michael,  ] 
•hall  gri  di°lrar[ed  I" 

A  lerribli'  Ihou;:hI  suddenly  oeonnid  tu  Alicr, — 
coii'd  Jori;linr  have  berome  unfaithful,  that  hewa» 
caUing  Revin  olT  the  villain,  inatend  of  cneaiiroeinfi 
tho  trusty  dog  lo  secure  him?  Her  fatlxT,  mean 
tim^  moved  perhaps  bf  some  anspieian  of  tlio  simw 
kind,  hnKiilyMepiicdandeout  of  the  moon!  wht,  and 
pulLiI  Alice  ekwe  lo  him,  so  as  to  be  invisililo  from 
vrithoul,  yet  so  iilaeed  as  to  bear  what  alioidd  pass. 
Hw  smiiTle  betweint  Riviii  and  hta  priwocr  seemed  to 
bo  endeil  by  Joceline's  interference,  and  there  was 
close  wliis[icrins  Ibi  an  instant,  aa  of  people  in  con- 
•allali  - 


[CB*f-  XIX. 
9  his  back,  pierrins  the 


joccline  all  the  while  enjoined  silence  to  every  oiict 
under  the  Mricleal  niiijarationa.  "Siteitee^  as  you 
woiiU  looB  live  00  cattii— fcilencc,  as  you  woulil  have 
a  place  in  lIoaTon,~bc  Inil  sihintlbr  a  fiiw  mmute»— 
all  our  litre*  ilniend  on  it," 

Mean  time  he  proculed  Li;hM  with  inrxpn'»rj)le 
desi«ilch.  and  ihey  then  bdield  tl""  *'"  " "" 


a,  coluu: 


e  •>/  ttk 


fTifc.'' ' 

"Oh,  brolhcr,  how  could  you  come  in  ibis  man- 
err  aaid  Alice. 

" Ask  lUKiiKationa— Good  God!  for  what  am  I  re- 
Raxed  on  his  athtr  oh  he  Mioke,  who, 
I  r»i.,».  .J..:.!!,,  (ixeil.  and  his  anna 

_  ...  ,_ hiOpleJfflic*^  luokul 

rallier  tbe  imase  uf  death  upon  a  monument,  than  a 
beineinwhunieiistenec woaonlyniri>i<ndrd.  "Was 
my  life  spared,"  said  Albert,  raisini;  ht<  hands  with 
a  wild  3i«liire  to  Heaven,  "only  lu  witntas  such  a 
light  a*  this!" 

"  We  Riller  what  Heaven  pennils,  younii  man — we 

endure  our  lives  while  Heavin  continues  them.    Let 

approach."    The  same  diTiQiman  vrba  had  md 

„nivi>ra  ni  JurcNna'a  hot  now  rainn  fbtwara. 

he  raid,  "instantly.''    And  the  bdi^ul 


ni;  no  sign 
d  andelb- 


"All  is 


I  will  up  and  .'  wciiild  yi 


tsido  of  the  window,  pushed 
bi>..'n  thu  laitice  and  iprana  into  the  parlour.  Hut 
•Imosl  etc  his  step  was  on  the  floor,  certainly  before 
be  hail  ohiainod  ant  arcare  fboiing,  the  old  knicht, 
who  Blood  reaiTi;  with  hiarapiiTdrawn, """""  " 


Krsie  pass,  winch  tton-  the  intruder  to  ilw  fnoanil 
edinei  who  clambered  up  neil  with  a  Jarit  lantem 
In  his  liand,  uttered  a  dieadful  exclamation,  when 


HW  what  had  lian>eiicd,  etyinsout,  "Lord  in  Hca-  1 
iWLhehaasUiinliuown  son  r 

''?i'o,tl«— Ilell  you  nn."  said  the  fallen  voune  man, 
who  wasindcod  young  Albert  Lee.  the  only  son  of  ihe  1 
on  kniahl— "1  am  nnlhnrt.- No  noisr,  on  your  lives  1 
—set  luhu  instantlir."  Ai  tbe  same  lime,  he  slarted  | 
Aum  the  floor  as  qiuckly  at  he  could,  under  the  em- 
-'adoak  and  douMel  skewered  0-  -- 


...  vain  bimenta- 

JiemiiBnyToninfiwhopc,  pranded  with 

inrrtdjbic  celerity  all  Mial  the  chtKpnan  railed  Iot. 

"  It  ie  but  a  swoon,''  he  said,  on  leHing  Sir  Henry** 
palm,— "a  snoon pruducHl  fmm  the  inslsnt  andun- 
eipeeied  shock,  itouse  tliee  up,  Alberii  I  pnmjas 
ihcB  it  will  be  nolhing  save  a  syncope— A  cup,  my 

dearest  Alice,  and  a  (ihand,  or  a  ' ' —    ' 

take  wimc  hi  nod— some  aroiualica, 
had.  my  pood  Alice." 

^ul  while  Alice  procured   llie  cup  and  handafiSi 

ippcd  tier  father's  sleeve,  and  seemed  by  intuition 

;n  to  snticipatem'eryilireetionoftho  reverend  doe- 

...,  her  brother,  hearinano  wiird.  and  seeini;  nasii 

of  comforl,  slund  with  lioth  bands  clasped  a   ' 

valed  into  ihe  air,  amoniimenlof  Epecchlera  d 

Every  (^iiirc  in  liis  face  seemed  10  eTptcas  the 
ihouRhl,  "  Here  lies  mf  hther'a  coipse,  and  it  ii  1 
"■hose  raibnesB  has  slain  him !" 

But  when  a  Ibw  drops  of  Idood  betnin  to  follow  the 
.jnrcl— at  first  (nllhltt  siiqily,  and  then  Iricklinn  in  a 
freer  sliesni— when,  in  consi.i|uence  of  ihe  applieatioa 
of  cold  water  to  tba  tsmph's,  and  stumnnca  10  ths 
nosIril^  tlip  oM  man  mhrd  feebly  and  made  in 
sflon  to  move  his  limbK  Albert  I.ee  changed  his  pes- 
toro,  at  ooco  to  throw  himself  at  ihe  fret  of  itae  cler- 
flrnian,  and  kiss,  if  he  would  have  permitted  him,  his 
anociisiKl  the  hem  of  bis  raiment 

"  Rise^  foolish  vouih."  said  ihc  (rood  man,  with  a 
miroving  tottei  miial  ilhe  alwnvi  ihus  with  youJ— 
Kneel  10  Heaven,  not  to  tho  feeWcsl  of  ils  ageola, 
Vou  have  been  savnl  unceaKntiirrumcreaidsDgfi — 
would  you  descree  Heaven's  liounty,  remember  yea 
bave  been  iireserved  (ot  other  purposes  than  you  now 
think  on.  Ticgnne  you  and  Joccline.  yon  have  adatr 
to  discharge;  and  be  assured  it  will  go  belter  wtlh 
your  fnihc?ii  recovery  that  he  see  vou  not  for  a  ftw 
nimutea.     Down— down  to  the  wildemesa,  and  bring 

Thanks,  thanks,  a  thousand  ihnnks,"  answered 
.llberi  Lcr;  and,  t^nRinB  tJiroiiKh  the  Isttiee,  be 
'  '  as  unexpcctediv  as  he  had  entered — At 

me  Joceline  followed  him,  and  by  th* 


Alice 


rs  for  her  father  i 


were  tottether  by  the  rapier  of  the  old  knighl,  whoae  ten  minutca  past!  Meihinks  hot  for  your  pm 
paw,  niusi  fortunatcly,^  had  been  diverted  from  ihs  1 1  could  auppose  the  whole  had  passed  in  my  al 
body  of  Albert  by  the  interruption  of  his  cloak,  Ihs  I  that  honibls  thiust— that  dsathlike.  ooipao-hfc 


Cbat.  XX.] 


WOODSTOCK. 


n 


-I 


man—that  aoldier  in  mute  deapair—I  must  indeed 
have  dreamed." 

**If  yoa  ha?e  dreamed,  my  sweet  Alioe^"  said  the 
doctor^  *'I  wish  every  sicknurse  hsd  your  property, 
since  you  have  been  attending  to  our  patient  better 
duhog  your  sleep,  than  most  of  these  old  dormice 
can  oo  when  they  are  most  swake.  But  your  dream 
came  tiirougfa  the  gate  of  horn,  my  pretty  darling, 
which  you  must  remind  me  to  explsin  to  you  at  let- 
iuie.  Albert  has  really  been  here,  and  will  be  here 
again." 

" Albert f*  repeated  Sir  Henry,  "who  names  my 
soni" 

'*  It  is  I,  my  kind  patron,"  said  the  doctor ;  "  permit 
me  to  bind  up  your  arm." 

**My  wouiifi  ?— with  all  my  heart,  doctor,"  said  Sir 
Henry,  niising  himself,  and  gathering  his  recollection 
hf  daB;rees.  I  knew  of  old  thou  wert  body-curer  as 
well  as  soul-curer,  and  served  mv  regiment  for  sur- 

E»n  as  well  as  chaplain.— But  where  is  the  rascal  I 
Ued  ?— I  never  made  a  fairer  strawacon  in  my  life. 
The  shell  of  mv  rapier  struck  against  his  ribs.  So 
dead  he  must  be,  or  my  right  hand  has  forgot  its 
cunning." 

** Nobody  was  slain,"  saki  the  doctor;  "we  must 
tbsnk  God  for  that,  since  there  were  none  but  friends 
to  slay.  Here  is  a  good  cloak  and  doublet,  though, 
wounded  in  a  fiashion  which  will  require  some  skill  in 
taik>r-craA  to  cure.  But  I  was  your  Isst  antagonist, 
and  took  a  little  blood  from  you,  merely  to  prepare 
yoo  for  the  pleasure  and  suipriee  of  seeing  your  son, 
who,  though  hunted  pretty  close,  ss  you  may  believe, 
bath  made  his  way  from  Worcester  hither,  where^ 
with  Jooeline's  assistance,  we  will  care  well  enough 
for  his  safety.  It  was  even  for  this  reason  that  I 
preraed  yon  to  accept  of  your  nephew's  proposal  to 
return  to  the  old  Lodge,  where  a  Hundred  men  might 
be  concealed,  though  a  thousand  were  making  search 
to  discover  them.  Never  such  a  place  for  hide-and- 
seek,  as  I  shall  make  good  when  1  can  find  means  to 
pobhsh  my  Wonders  of  Woodstock." 

**  But,  my  son— my  dear  son."  said  the  knight, 
**shall  I  not  then  instantly  see  him  7  and  wherefore 
did  you  not  forewarn  me  of  this  joyful  event  1"  ^ 

'*  Because  I  was  uncertain  of  his  motions,"  said  the 
doctor,  "and  rather  thought  he  was  bound  for  the 
sea-side,  and  that  it  r^ould  be  best  to  tell  vou  of  his 
fate  when  he  was  safe  on  board,  and  in  full  sail  for 
Franee.  We  had  appointed  to  let  you  know  all  when 
I  came  hither  to-night  to  join  you.  But  there  is  a 
red-coat  in  the  house  whom  we  care  not  to  trust  far- 
ther than  we  could  not  help.  We  dared  not,  there- 
fore, venture  in  by  the  hall ;  and  so.  prowling  round 
the  building,  Albert  informed  us,  that  an  old  prank 
of  bis,  when  a  boy,  consisted  of  entering  by  this  Mrin- 
dow.  A  lad  who  was  with  us  would  needs  make  the 
eiperiment,  as  there  seemed  to  be  no  light  in  the 
chamber,  and  the  moonlight  without  made  us  liable 
to  be  detected.  His  foot  slipped,  and  our  fiiend  Bevia 
came  upon  us." 

"In  good  truth,  you  acted  simply,"  said  Sir  Henry, 
"to  attack  a  garrison  without  a  summons.  But  all 
this  is  nothing  to  my  son  Albert— where  is  he  7— Let 
me  see  him." 

"  BuL  Sh-  Henry,  wait,"  said  the  doctor,  "  till  your 
restored  strength" 

"A  pisgue  of  my  restored  strength,  manP'  an- 
swered the  knight,  as  his  old  spirit  b^n  to  awaken 
within  him. —  Dost  not  remember,  that  I  lay  on 
Edgehill-field  all  night,  bleeding  like  a  bullock  fh>m 
five  several  wounds,  snd  wore  my  armour  within  six 
weeks  7  and  you  talk  to  me  of  the  few  drops  of  blood 
that  follow  such  a  scratch'  as  a  cat's  claw  might  have 
made  I" 

"Nay,  if  von  feel  so  courageous,"  said  the  doctor, 
**!  will  fetch  vour  son— he  is  not  far  distant" 

So  saying,  ne  left  the  apartment,  making  a  sign  to 
Alice  to  remsin,  in  case  any  symptoms  of  her  fa- 
ther's weakness  should  return. 

It  was  fortunate,  perhaps,  that  Sir  Henry  never 
seemed  to  recollect  the  precise  nature  of  the  alarm, 
which  had  at  once,  and  effectually  as  the  shock  of  the 
thunderbolt,  for  the  moment  suspended  his  factUties. 
Something  he  said  more  than  once  of  being  certain 


he  had  done  mischief  with  thst  »iramaeont  as  he 
called  it ;  but  his  mind  did  not  recur  to  that  danger, 
as  having  incurred  by  his  son.  Alice,  glad  to  see 
that  her  nther  appeared  to  have  forgotten  a  circum- 
stance so  fearful,  (as  men  often  forget  the  blow,  or 
other  sudden  cause,  which  has  thrown  them  into  a 
swoon,)  readily  excused  herself  from  throwing  much 
light  on  the  matter,  by  pleading  the  general  confusion. 
And  in  a  few  minutes,  Albert  cut  off  all  farther  in- 
quiry, by  entering  the  room,  followed  by  the  doctor, 
and  throwing  himaelf  alternately  into  the  arms  of  lus 
father  and  of  his  sister. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

The  bojr  is-tiarfc  ye,  •irrmb— what's  yoor 
Oh,  Jaeob-«]r,  I  racollect— th« 


The*  affectionate  relatives  were  united  ss  those 
who,  meeting  under  great  adversity,  feel  still  the 
happiness  of  sharing  it  in  common.  They  embraced 
again  and  again,  and  gave  way  to  those  expansions 
of  the  heart,  which  at  once  express  and  relieve  the 
pressure  of  mental  agitation.  At  length  the  tide  of 
emotion  began  to  subside:  and  Sir  Henry,  still  hold 
ing  his  recovered  son  bv  the  hand,  resumed  the  com- 
mand of  his  feelings  which  he  usuallv  practised. 

"  So  you  have  seen  the  last  of  our  Sattles,  Albert," 
he  said,  "  and  the  King's  colours  have  fallen  for  ever 
before  the  rebels?" 

"It  is  but  even  so,"  said  the  young  man— "the  last 
cast  of  the  die  was  thrown,  and,  alas  I  lost,  at  Wor* 
cester:  and  Cromwell's  fortune  carried  it  there,  as  it 
has  wherever  he  has  shown  himself." 

"  Well— it  can  but  be  for  a  time— it  can  but  be  for  a 
time,"— answered  his  father |  "the  devil  is  potent, 
they  say,  in  raising  and  gratifying  favourites,  but  he 
can  grant  but  short  leases.— And  the  King— the  King, 
Albert— the  King— in  my  ear— close,  close !" 

"  Our  last  news  were  confident  that  he  had  escaped 
from  Bristol." 

"Thank  God  for  that— thank  Qod  for  that!"  said 
the  knigh  t.    "  Where  didst  thou  leave  him  7" 

"Our  men  were  almost  all  cut  to  pieces  st  the 
bridge."  Albert  replied :  "  but  I  followed  his  Majesty, 
with  about  five  hundred  other  ofiScers  and  gentlemen, 
who  were  resolved  to  die  around  him,  until,  as  our 
numbers  and  appearance  drew  the  whole  pursuit  after 
us,  it  pleased  his  Majesty  to  dismiss  us,  with  many 
thanks  snd  words  of^  comfort  to  us  in  genera],  and 
some  kind  enresaiqns  to  most  of  us  in  esT>ecial.  He 
sent  his  royal  greeting  to  you,  sir,  in  psrticular,  and 
aaid  more  than  oecomes  me  to  repeat." 

"Nay,  I  will  hear  it  every  word,  boy,"  said  Sir 
Henry ;  "  is  not  the  certaiiUy  that  thou  hast  dis- 
charged thy  duty,  and  that  Kng  Charles  owns  it 
enough  to  console  me  for  all  we  nave  lost  and  suf- 
fered, and  wouldst  thou  stint  me  of  it  from  a  false 
shamefacedness  7—1  will  have  it  out  of  thee^  were  it 
drawn  from  thee  with  cords !" 

"  It  shall  need  no  such  compulsion,"  said  the  young 
man— "It  was  his  Majesty's  pleasure  to  bid  me  tell 
Sir  Henry  Lee,  in  his  name,  that  if  his  son  could  not 
go  before  his  father  in  the  race  of  loyaltv,  he  was  at 
least  following  him  closely,  and  would  soon  move 
side  hy  side." 

"  Ssid  he  so 7"  answered  the  knight— "Old  Victor 
Lee  will  look  down  with  pride  on  tnee,  Albert  1— But 
I  forget— you  must  be  weary  and  hungry." 

"  Even  so,  sir."  said  Albert :  "  but  these  are  things 
which  of  late  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  enduring  for 
safety's  sake." 

"  Joceline  I— what  ho,  Joceline !" 

The  under  keeper  entered,  and  received  orders  to 
get  supper  prepared  directly.  .     .^ 

"My  son  and  Dr.  Rochecliffe  are  half  stsrvinft'* 
said  the  knight.  .   ,     ,. 

"And  there  is  a  lad,  too,  below,"  said  Joceline ^ 
"a  page,  be  says,  of  Colonel  Albert's,  whose  belly 
rings  cupboard  too,  and  that  to  no  common  tune;  fSor 
I  think  he  could  eat  a  horse,  as  the  Yorkshireman 
says,  behind  the  saddle.  He  had  better  eat  at  the  side- 
board ;  for  he  has  devoured  a  whole  loaf  of  bread  and 
butter  as  fast  as  Phoebe  could  cut  it,  snd  it  has  not 
staid  his  stomach  for  a  minute— and  truly  I  think  yon 
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had  better  keep  him  under  your  own  eyes,  for  the 
steward  beneath  might  ask  him  troublesome  ques- 
tions  if  he  went  below— And  then  he  is  impatient,  as 
all  your  sentlemen  pages  are,  and  is  saucy  among  the 


women. 


"Whom  is  it  he  talks  of 7— what  ftase  hast  thou 
enry. 


»t,  Albert,  that  bean  himself  so  lUT'   said   Sir 


IT' 


"  Trie  son  of  a  dear  friend,  a  noble  lord  of  Scotland, 
who  followed  the  great  Montrose's  banner— after- 
wards joined  the  Kjng  in  Scotland,  and  came  ¥ath 
him  as  far  as  Worcester.  He  was  wounded  the  dav 
before  the  battle,  and  conjured  me  to  take  this  youth 
under  my  charge,  which  I  did,  something  unwilhnglv; 
but  I  could  not  refuse  a  father,  perhaps  on  his  death- 
bed, pleading  for  the  safety  of  an  only  son." 

"Thou  hadst  deserved  a  halter,  hndst  thou  hesi- 
tated," said  Sir  Henry;  "the  smallest  tree  canal- 
ways  give  some  shelter,- and  it  pleases  me  to  tliink 
the  ola  stock  of  Lee  is  not  so  totally  prostrate,  but  it 
may  yet  be  a  refuge  for  the  distressed.  Fetch  the 
3routh  in ;— he  is  of  noble  blood,  and  these  arc  no 
times  of  ceremony — ^hc  shall  sit  with  us  at  the  same 
tabl&  page  though  he  be;  and  if  you  have  not  schooled 
him  nandsomelv  in  his  manners,  he  may  not  be  the 
worse  of  some  lessons  from  me." 

"  You  will  excuse  his  national  drawling  accent, 
air?"  said  Albert,  "  though  I  know  you  like  it  not" 

"I  have  small  cause,  Albert,"  answered  the  knight 
— "  small  cause.— Who  stirred  up  these  disunions  7— 
the  Scots.  Who  strengthened  the  hands  of  Parlia- 
ment, when  their  cause  was  well-nigh  ruined  ?— the 
Scots  again.  Wlio  delivered  up  the  King,  their  coun- 
tryman, who  had  flung  himself  upon  their  protection? 
— ^the  Scots  again.  But  this  lad's  father,  you  say. 
has  fought  on  the  part  of  the  noble  Montrose ;  ana 
such  a  man  as  the  great  Marquis  may  make  amends 
ibr  the  degeneracy  of  a  whole  nation." 

"Nay,  lather,"  said  Albert,  "and  I  must  add,  that 
though  this  lad  is  uncouth  and  wayward,  and,  as  you 
will  see,  something  wilful,  yet  the  King  has  not  a 
more  zealous  friend  in  England ;  and,  when  occasion 
offered,  he  fought  stoutly,  too,  in  his  defence— I  mar- 
vel he  comes  not !" 

"He  hath  taken  the  bath,"  said  Jocelina  "and 
nothing  less  would  serve  than  that  he  should  have 
it  immediately — the  supper,  he  said,  might  be  got 
ready  in  the  mean  time ;  and  he  commands  all  about 
him  as  if  he  were  in  his  father's  old  castle,  where  he 
might  have  called  long  enough,  I  warrant,  without 
any  one  to  hear  him." 

"Indeed?"  said  Sir  Henry,  "this  must  be  a  for- 
ward chick  of  the  game,  to  crow  so  early.— What  is 
his  name  7" 

"  His  name  ?— it  escapes  me  every  hour,  it  is  so 
hard  a  one,"  said  Albert—"  Kerneguy  is  his  name- 
Louis  Keme^y ;  his  father  was  Lord  Killstewers, 
of  Kincardineshire." 

"  Kemesuy,  and  Killstewers,  and  Kin— what  d'ye 
call  it?— Truly,"  said  the  knighL  "these  northern 
men's  names  and  titles  smack  of  their  origin— they 
sound  like  a  north-west  wind,  rumbUng  ana  roaring 
among  heather  and  rocks." 

, "  It  is  but  the  asperites  of  the  Celtic  and  Saxon 
dialects,"  said  Dr.  Rochecliffe,  "  which,  according  to 
Verstegan,  still  Hnger  in  those  northern  parts  of  the 
island.— But  peace— here  comes  supper,  and  Master 
Louis  Kerneguy." 

Supper  entered  accordingly,  borne  in  by  Joceline 
and  Phoebe,  and  after  it,  leanmg  on  a  huge  knotty 
stick,  and  haying  his  nose  in  the  air  like  a  questing 
hound— for  his  attention  was  apparently  more  fixed 
on  the  good  provisions  that  went  oefore  him,  than  any 
thmg  else— came  Master  Kemeguv,  and  seated  him- 
self without  much  ceremony,  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
table. 

He  was  a  tail  rawboned  lad,  with  a  shock  head  of 
hair,  fiery  red.  like  many  of  his  country,  while  the 
harshness  of  his  national  features  was  mcreased  by 
the  contrast  of  his  complexion,  turned  almost  blacR 
by  the  exposure  to  all  sorts  of  weather,  which^in  that 
skulking  and  rambling  mode  of  life,  the  fugitive  roy- 
alists had  been  obliged  to  encounter.  His  address 
was  by  no  means  prepossessing,  being  a  mixture  of 


awkwardness  and  forwardness,  and  showing,  in  a 
remarkable  degree,  how  a  want  of  easy  address  may 
be  consistent  with  an  admirable  stock  of  assurance. 
His  face  intimated  having  received  some  reoeot 
scratches,  and  the  care  of  Dr.  Bochedifle  had  de- 
corated it  with  a  number  of  patches,  which  even 
enhanced  its  natural  plainness..  Yet  the  eyes  were 
brilliant  and  expressive,  and  amid  his  ugUness— for  it 
amounted  to  that  degree  of  irregularity— the  face  was 
not  deficient  in  some  lines  which  expressed  both 
sagacity  and  resolution. 
The  dress  of  Albert  himself  was  far  beneath  his 

auality,  as  the  son  of  Sir  Henry  Lee,  and  oommaiH 
er  01  a  regiment  in  the  royal  service ;  but  that  of 
his  pa^  was  still  more  dilapidated.  A  disastrous 
green  jerkin,  which  had  been  changed  to  a  hundred 
hues  by  sun  and  rain,  so  that  the  original  could  scarce 
be  discovered,  huge  clouterly  shoes,  leathern  breeches 
—such  as  were  worn  by  hedgers— coarse  gray  worsted 
stockings,  were  the  attire  of  the  honourable  youth, 
whose  limping  gait,  while  it  added  to  the  ungainU- 
ness  of  bis  manner,  showed,  at  the  same  timcL  the 
extent  of  his  sufferings.  His  appearance  bordered 
so  much  upon  what  is  vulgarly  called  the  queer,  that 
even  with  Alice  it  would  have  excited  some  sense 
of  ridicule,  had  not  compassion  been  predominant. 

The  grace  was  said;  and  the  young  Squire  of 
Ditchley,  as  well  as  Dr.  Rochecliffe,  made  an  excel- 
lent figure  at  a  meal,  the  like  of  which,  in  quality  and 
abundance,  did  not  seem  to  have  lately  fallen  to  their 
share.  But  their  feats  were  child's-play  to  those  of 
the  Scottish  youth.  Far  from  betraying  any  symp- 
toms of  the  bread  and  butter  with  which  he  had 
attempted  to  close  the  orifice  of  his  stomach,  his 
appetite  appeared  lo  have  been  sharpened  by  a  nine 
days'  fast;  and  the  knight  was  disposed  to  thmk  that 
the  very  genius  of  famine  himself,  come  forth  from 
his  native  regions  of  the  north,  was  in  the  act  of 
honouring  him  with  a  visit,  while,  as  if  afraid  of 
losing  a  moment's  exertion.  Master  Kerneguy  never 
looked  either  to  right  or  leit,  or  spoke  a  single  wonl 
to  any  at  table. 

"I  am  glad  to  see  that  you  have  brought  a  ooqd 
appetite  for  our  country  fare,  young  gentleinsn,''8aid 
Sir  Heniy. 

"Bread  of  gude!  sir,"  said  the  page,  "an  ye^U 
find  flesh,  Fse  find  appetite  conformmg,  ony  day  o' 
the  year.  But  the  truth  i&  sir.  that  the  anwteeae- 
ment  has  been  coming  on  for  three  days  or  four,  and 
the  meat  in  this  southland  of  yours  has  been  scarce^ 
and  hard  to  come  by ;  so,  sir,  Vm  making  up  for  lost 
time,  as  the  piper  of  Sligo  said,  when  he  est  s  hail 
side  o'  mutton. 

"You  have  been  country-bred,  yoimgman,"  said 
the  knight,  who.  like  others  of  his  time,  held  the  reins 
of  discipline  rather  tight  over  the  rising  generation; 
"  at  least,  to  judge  from  the  youths  of  Scotland  whom 
I  have  seen  at  his  late  Majesty's  court  in  former  days; 
—they  had  less  appetite,  and  more— more"— As  he 
sought  the  qualifying  phrasa  which  might  supplj 
the  place  of  good  mannersi"  his  guest  closed  the 
sentence  in  his  own  way—  And  more  meat,  it  may 
be— the  better  luck  theirs." 

Sir  Henry  stared  and  was  silent.  His  son  seemed 
to  think  it  time  to  interpose— "My  dear  father,"  he 
said,  "think  how  many  years  have  run  since  the 
Thirty-eighth,  when  the  Scottish  troubles  first  began, 
and  I  am  sure  that  you  will  not  wonder  that,  wmle 
the  Barons  of  Scotland  have  been,  for  one  cause  or 
other,  perpetually  in  the  field,  the  education  of  their 
children  at  home  must  have  been  much  neglected, 
and  that  young  men  of  my  friend's  age  know  better 
how  to  use  a  broadsword,  or  to  toss  a  pike,  than  the 
decent  ceremonials  of  society." 

"The  reason  is  a  sufllicient  one,"  said  the  knii^t, 
"and,  since  thou  sayest  thy  follower  Kemigo  can 
fight,  we'll  not  let  him  lack  victuala,  a  God's  name. 
-See,  he  looks  angrily  still  at  yonder  cold  loin  of 
mutton— for  God's  sake  put  it  all  on  his  plate f 

"I  can  bide  the  bit  and  the  buffet,"  said  the 
honoumble  Master  Kernesuy— "a  hungry  tike  ne^er 
minds  a  blaud  with  a  rough  bane." 

"  Now,  God  ha'e  mercy,  Albert,  but  if  this  be  the 
son  of  a  Soots  peer,"  said  Sir  Henry  to  his  son,  in  a 
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low  tone  of  voice.  "  I  would  not  be  the  English  plou&h- 
man  who  woala  change  manners*  with  him,  for  his 
ancient  blood,  and  h^  nobility,  and  his  estate  to  boot, 
to  he  has  one.  He  has  eaten,  as  I  am  a  Christian, 
near  four  pounds  of  solid  butcher's  meat,  and  with 
ike  grace  of  a  wolf  togging  at  the  carcass  of  a  dead 
horse.— Oh,  he  is  about  to  drink  at  last— Soh!— he 
wipes  his  mouth,  though,--and  dips  his  fingers  in  the 
ewer-T-and  dries  them,  I  profess,  with  the  napkin  !— 
there  is  some  grace  in  him,  after  all. 

"  Here  is  wussing  all  your  vera  gude  healths !"  said 
the  vouth  of  qualitv,  and  took  a  draught  in  proportion 
to  tne  solids  which  he  had  sent  before ;  he  then  flung 
his  knife  and  fork  awkwardly  on  the  trencher,  which 
he  pashed  back  towards  the  centre  of  the  table,  ex- 
tending his  feet  beneath  it  till  they  rested  on  their 
hf^ls,  folded  his  arms  on  his  well-replenished  sto- 
madi,  and,  lolling  back  in  his  chair,  looked  much  as 
if  he  was  about  to  whistle  himself  asleep. 

"  Soh !"  said  the  knight—"  the  honourable  Master 
j  Kemigo  hath  laid  down  his  arms.— Withdraw  these 
dbingB,  and  give  us  our  glasses— Fill  them  around, 
Joceline ;  and  if  the  devn  or  the  whole  Parliament 
were  within  hearing,  let  them  hear  Henry  Lee  of 
Diichley;  drink  a  health  to  King  Charles,  and  oonfu- 
aon  to  bis  enemies !" 

"Amen!"  said  a  voice  from  behind  the  door. 

AH  the  company  looked  at  each  other  in  astonish- 
ment, at  a  response  so  little  expected.  It  was  fol- 
bwea  by  a  solemn  and  peculiar  tap,  such  as  a  kind  of 
I  freemasonry  had  introduced  among  royalists,  and  by 
which  they  were  accustomed  to  make  themselves  and 
th(^  principles  known  to  each  other,  when  they  met 
by  accident. 

** There  is  no  danger,"  said  Albert,  knowing  the 
aga—**  it  is  a  friend ;— yet  I  wish  he  had  been  at  a 
greater  distance  just  now." 

"And  why,  my  son,  should  you  wish  the  absence 
of  one  true  man,  who  may,  perhaps,  wish  to  share  our 
abundance,  on  one  of  those  rare  occasions  when  we 
have  superfluity  at  our  disposal  7— Go,  Joceline  see 
who  knocks— and,  if  a  safe  man,  admit  him." 

"And  if  otherwise,"  said  Joceline,  "methinks  I 
shall  be  able  to  prevent  his  troubling  the  good  com- 
panv." 

"No  violence,  Joceline,  on  your  life;"  said  Albert 
Lee:  and  Alice  echoed,  "For  Grod's  sake,  no  vio- 
lence f 

"No  unnecessary  violence  at  least,"  said  the  good 
knight;  "for  if  the  time  demands  it,  I  will  have  it 
seen  that  I  am  master  of  my  own  house."  Joceline 
Jolifie  nodded  assent  to  all  parties,  and  went  on  tiptoe 
to  exchange  one  or  two  other  mysterious  symbols 
and  knocks,  ere  he  opened  the  door.  It  majr  be  here 
remarked,  that  this  species  of  secret  association,  with 
its  signals  of  union,  existed  among  the  more  aisso- 
Inte  and  desperate  clasa  of  cavaliers,  men  habituated 
to  the  dissipated  life  which  they  had  been  accustomed 
to  in  an  ill-disciplined  army,  where  every  thing  like 
order  and  regularity  was  too  apt  to  be  accounted  a 
^dge  of  puntanism.  These  were  the  "  roaring  boys" 
who  met  in  hedge  alehouses,  and  when  they  nad  by 
any  chance  obtained  a  little  money  or  a  little  credit, 
determined  to  create  a  counter-revolution  by  declaring 
their  sittings  permanent,  and  proclaimed,  in  the  words 
of  one  of  their  choicest  ditties,— 

"  We'll  drink  till  w«  brine 
In  thumpli  bade  the  king." 

Tlie  leaders  and  gentry,  of  a  higher  description  and 
more  regular  morals,  did  not  indeed  partake  such  ex- 
cesses, out  they  still  kept  their  eye  upon  a  class  of 
persons,  who,  from  courage  and  desperatbn,  were 
capable  of  serving  on  an  advantageous  occasion  the 
fallen  cause  of  royalty;  and  recorded  the  lodges  and 
blind  taverns  at  which  they  met.  as  wholesale  mer- 
chants know  the  houses  of  call  of  the  mechanics 
•  whom  they  may  have  occasion  to  employ,  and  can 
tell  where  they  may  find  them  when  need  requires.  It 
is  scarce  necessary  to  add,  that  among  the  lower  class, 
and  sometimes  even  among  the  higher,  there  were 
men  found  capable  of  betraying  the  projects  and  con- 
spiracies of  their  associates,  whether  well  or  indifTe- 
rently  combined,  to  the  governors  of  the  state.  Crom- 


well m  particular,  had  gamed  some  correspondentB 
of  this  kind  of  the  highest  rank,  and  of  the  most  un- 
doubted character,  among  the  royalists,  who,  if  they 
made  scruple  pf  impeaching  or  betraying  individuals 
who  confided  in  them,  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  the 
government  such  general  information  as  serv^  to 
enable  him  to  disappoint  the  purposes  of  any  plot  or 
conspiracy. 

To  return  to  our  story.  In  much  shorter  time  ihao 
we  have  spent  in  reminding  the  reader  of  these  histo- 
rical particulars,  Joliffe  had  made  his  mystic  com- 
munication ;  and  being  duly  answered  as  by  one  of 
the  initialed,  he  undid  the  door,  and  there  entered  our 
old  friend  Roger  Wildrake,  roundhead  in  dress,  as  his 
safetv  and  his  dependence  on  Colonel  Everard  com- 

Eelled  him  to  be,  out  that  dress  worn  in  a  most  cava- 
er-like  manner,  and  forming  a  stronger  contrast  than 
usual  with  the  demeanour  and  language  of  the 
wearer,  to  which  it  was  never  very  congenial. 

His  puritanic  hat,  the  emblem  of  that  of  Ralpho  in 
tho  pints  to  Hudibra&  or,  as  he  called  it,  his  felt  um- 
brella, was  set  most  knowingly  on  one  side  of  the 
head,  as  if  it  had  been  a  Spanish  hat  and  feather; 
his  straight  square-caped  sad-coloured  cloak  was 
flung  gaylyon  one  shoulder,  as  if  it  had  been  of  three- 
piled  tafteta,  lined  with  crimson  silk:  and  he  paraded 
his  huge  calf-skin  boots,  as  if  they  had  been  silken 
hose  and  Spanisli  leather  shoes,  with  roses  on  the  in- 
step. In  short,  the  airs  which  he  gave  himself  of  a 
most  thorough-paced  wild  gallant  and  cavalier,  joined 
to  aj^listening  of  self-satisfaction  in  his  eye,  and  an 
inimitable  swagger  in  his  gait,  which  completely  an- 
nounced his  thoughtless,  conceited,  and  reckless  cha- 
racter, formed  a  most  ridiculous  contrast  to  his  gravity 
of  attire. 

It  could  not,  on  the  other  hand^  be  denied,  that  in 
spite  of  the  touch  of  ridicule  which  attached  to  his 
character,  and  the  loose  morality  which  he  had 
learned  in  the  dissipation  of  town  pleasures,  and  after- 
wards in  the  disorderlv  life  of  a  soldier,  Wildrake  had 
points  about  him  both  to  make  him  feared  and  re- 
spected. He  was  handsome,  even  in  spite  of  his  air 
of  debauched  effrontery ;  ^  man  of  the  most  deckled 
courage;  though  his  vaunting  rendered  it  sometimes 
doubtful ;  and  entertained  a  smcere  sense  of  his  poH 
tical  principles,  such  as  they  were,  though  he  was 
often  so  imprudent  in  asserting  and  boasting  of  them, 
as,  joined  with  his  dependence  on  Colonel  Everaid, 
induced  prudent  men  to  doubt  his  sincerity. 

Such  as  he  was,  however,  he  entered  the  parlour  of 
Victor  Lee.  where  his  presence  was  any  thing  but  de- 
sirable to  the  parties  present,  with  a  jaunty  step,  and 
a  consciousness  of  deserving  the  best  possible  recep- 
tk)n.  This  assurance  was  greatly  aided  by  circum- 
stances which  rendered  it  obvious,  that  if  the  jocund 
cavalier  had  limited  himself  to  one  draught  of  liquor 
that  evening,  in  terms  of  his  vow  of  temperance,  it 
must  have  been  a  very  deep  and  long  one. 

"  Save  ye,  gentlemen,  save  ye.— Save  vou,  good  Sir 
Henry  Lee,  though  I  have  scarce  the  honour  to  be 
known  to  you.— Save  you,  worthy  doctor,  and  a  speedy 
resurrection  to  the  fallen  Church  of  England." 

"You  are  welcome,  sir,  said  Sir  Henry  Lee,  whoae 
feelings  of  hospitality,  and  of  the  fraternal  reception 
due  to  a  royalist  sufferer,  induced  him  to  tolerate  this 
intrusion  more  than  he  mi^ht  have  done  otherwise. 
"If  yoa  have  fought  or  suffered  for  the  King,  sir,  it  is 
an  excuse  for  joining  us,  and  commanding  our  services 
in  any  thing  in  our  power— although  at  present  we 
aro  a  family-party.—Bnt  I  think  I  saw  you  in  waiting 
upon  Master  Markham  Everard,  who  calls  himseu 
Colonel  Everard.— If  your  message  is  from  him,  yoa 
may  wish  to  see  roe  in  private?" 

"  Not  at  all.  Sir  Henry,  not  at  all.  It  is  true,  as  my 
ill  hap  will  have  it,  that  Being  on  the  stormy  side  of  the 
hedge— like  all  honest  men- you  understand  me.  Sir 
Henry— I  am  glad,  as  it  were,  to  gain  something  from 
my  old  friend  and  comrade's  countenance— not  by 
truckling  or  disowning  my  principles,  sir— I  defy  such 
practices ;— but.  in  short,  oy  doing  him  ony  kindness 
m  my  power  when  he  is  pleased  to  call  on  me.  So  I 
came  down  here  with  a  message  from  him  to  the  old 

roundheaded  son  of  a (I  oeg  the  young  lady's 

pardon,  from  the  crown  of  her  head  down  to  the  very 
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toes  of  her  alippcr)— And  ao,  sir.  chancing  u  I 
was  stamblinx  out  in  the  dark,  1  heard  you  give 
a  toaat,  air,  wnich  warmed  my  heart,  air,  and  ever 
will  air,  till  death  chilla  it ;  and  so  I  made  bold 
to  let  you  know  there  was  an  honeat  man  within 
hearing."  ,      .       ^  „        __, ,    , 

Such  was  the  self-introduction  of  Master  Wildrake, 
to  which  the  knight  replied,  by  asking  him  to  sit  down, 
and  take  a  glass  of  sack  to  his  Majesty's  glorious  res- 
toration. Wildrake,  at  this  hint,  squeezed  in  without 
ceremony  beside  the  young  Scotsman,  and  not  only 

§  [edged  his  landlord's  toast,  but  seconded  its  import 
y  volunteering  a  verse  or  two  of  his  favourite  loyal 
ditiy,— "  The  King  shall  enjoy  his  own  again."  The 
heartiness  which  he  threw  into  his  song  opened  still 
farther  the  heart  of  the  old  knigiit,  though  Albert  and 
Alice  looked  at  each  other  with  looks  resentful  of  the 
intrusion,  and  desirous  to  put  an  end  to  it.  The  hon- 
ourable Master  Kerneguy  either  possessed  that  happy 
indifference  of  temper  which  docs  not  deign  to  notice 
such  circumstances,  or  he  was  able  to  assume  the 
appearance  of  it  to  perfection,  as  he  sat  sipping  sack, 
and  cracking  walnuts,  without  testifying  the  least 
sense  that  an  addition  had  been  made  to  the  party. 
Wildrake,  who  liked  the  liquor  and  the  company, 
showed  no  unwillingness  to  repay  jus  landlord,  by 
being  at  the  expense  of  (he  conversation. 

"  Vou  talk  of  fightinsT  and  suffering,  Sir  Henry  Lee 
— ^Lord  help  us,  vve  have  all  had  our  share.  All  the 
world  knows  what  Sir  Henry  Lee  has  done  from 
Edgefield  downwards,  wherever  a  loyal  sword  was 
drawn,  or  a  loyal  flag  fluttered.— Ah,  God  help  us !  I 
have  done  something  loo.— My  name  is  Roger  Wild- 
rake of  Squaltlesea-merc,  Lincoln— not  that  you  are 
ever  like  to  hnve  heard  it  before,  but  I  was  captain  in 
Lunsford's  li;;ht  horse,  and  afterwards  with  Goring. 
I  was  a  child-eater  sir— a  babe-bolter." 

"I  have  heard  of  your  regiment's  exploits,  sir;  and 
perhaps  you  may  fmd  I  have  seen  some  of  them,  if 
we  should  spend  ten  minutes  t(^ther— And  I  think 
I  have  heard  of  your  name  too.--I  beg  to  drink  your 
health.  Captain  Wildrake  of  Sq;uattlesea-mere,  Lin- 
colnshire. 

"  Sir  Henry,  I  drink  yours  in  this  pint  bumper,  and 
upon  my  knee;  and  I  would  do  as  much  for  that 
▼oung  gentleman"— (looking  at  AlbertV:-"  and  the 
squire  of^  the  green  cassock  too,  holding  it  for  green, 
as  the  colours  are  not  to  my  eyes  altogether  clear  and 
distinguishable." 

It  was  a  remarkable  part  of  what  is  called  by 
theatrical  folk  the  by-play  of  this  scene,  that  Albert 
was  conversing  apart  with  Doctor  Rocheclifie  in  whis- 
pers, even  more  than  the  divine  seemed  desirous  of 
encouraging ;— yet,  to  whatever  their  private  con- 
versation referred,  it  did  not  deprive  the  young  Colonel 
of  the  power  of  hsiening  to  what  was  going  forward 
in  the  party  at  lai^,  and  interfering  from  time  to 
time,  like  a  watch-dog,  who  can  distinguish  the  slight- 
est alarm,  even  when  employed  in  the  engrossing 
process  of  takiner  his  food. 

•'Captain  Wildnike,"  said  Albert,  "we  have  no  ob- 
jection—I mean  my  friend  and  I— to  be  communi- 
cative on  proper  occasions ;  but  you,  sir,  who  are  so 
old  a  sufferer,  must  needs  know,  that  at  such  casual 
meetings  as  this,  men  do  not  mention  their  names 
unless  they  are  specially  wanted.  It  is  a  point  of 
conscience,  sir,  to  be  able  to  say,  if  your  principal, 
Captain  Kverard  or  Colonel  Everard,  if^  he  be  a 
Colonel,  should  examine  you  upon  oath,  I  did  not 
know  who  the  persons  were  whom  I  heard  drink  such 
and  such  toasts." 

**  Faith,  I  have  a  better  way  of  it,  worthy  sir,"  an- 
swered Wildrake;  "I  never  can,  for  the  life  of  me, 
remember  that  there  were  any  such  and  such  toasts 
drunk  at  all— It's  a  strange  gift  of  forgetfulness  I 
have." 

"  Weil,  sir,"  replied  the  younger  Lee ;  "  but  we.  who 
have  unhappily  more  tenacious  memories,  would  wil- 
lingly abide  by  the  more  general  rule." 

f Oh,  sir,"  answered  Wildrake,  "with  all  my  heart. 
I  intrude  on  no  man's  confidence,  d— n  me— and  I 
only  apoke  for  civility's  sake,  having  the  piirpose  of 
dnnking  your  health  in  a  good  fashion/M'nieo  he 
broke  tonn  into  melody) — 


'"Then  let  the  hosltti  ffo  roond,  a-roaod,  a-roand,  a-raond 

Then  let  the  heslUt  to  rmiDd : 

For  tliottfb  roar  ■toekmc  Iw  of  nlk« 

Your  kiiee  sltall  kica  the  rroond.  a-groand,  a-froond,  a-flraead. 

Year  knee  stuUI  kin  the  ground.*  ** 

"Urge  it  no  farther,"  said  Sir  Henry,  addressing hk 
son^  Master  Wildrake  is  one  of  the  old  school—one 
of  tne  tantivy  boys ;  and  we  must  bear  a  little,  for  if 
they  drink  hard  they  fought  well.  I  will  never  forget 
how  a  party  came  up  and  rescued  us  clerks  of  Oxford, 
as  they  called  the  re^ment  I  belonged  to,  out  of  a 
cursed  embroglio  dunng  the  attack  on  Brentford.  I 
tell  you  we  were  enclosed  with  the  cockneys'  pikes 
both  front  and  rear,  and  we  should  have  come  on' but 
ill,  had  not  Lunsford's  light  horse,  the  babe-enters  as 
they  called  them,  charged  up  to  the  pike's  point,  and 
brought  us  off." 

"lam  glad  you  thought  on  that.  Sir  Henry,"  Slid 
Wildrake ;  "  and  do  you  remember  what  the  officer 
of  Lunsford's  said  ?" 

"  I  think  I  do,"  said  Sir  Henry  smiling. 

"  Well,  then,  did  he  not  call  out^  when  the  womeo 
were  coming  down,  howling  like  sirens  as  they  were 
— '  Have  none  of  vou  a  plump  child  that  you  could  give 
us,  to  break  our  fast  upon  ?'  " 

''Truth  itself!"  said  the  knight :  "and  a  ereat  &t 
woman  stepped  forward  with  a  baby,  and  onered  it  to 
the  supposed  cannibal." 

All  at  the  table.  Master  Kemi«iy  excepted,  who 
seemed  to  think  that  good  food  of  any  kind  in- 
quired no  apology,  held  up  their  hands  in  token  of 
amazemenL 

"  Ay,"  said  Wildrake,  "  the a-hem !— I  crave  the 

lady's  pardon  again,  from  tip  of  top-knot  to  hem  of 
farthingale — but  the  cursed  creatun*  proved  to  be  a 
parish  nurse,  who  had  been  paid  for  the  child  half  a 
year  in  advance.  Gad,  I  took  the  baby  out  of  the 
biich-wolfs  hand;  and  I  have  contrived,  though 
God  knows  I  have  lived  in  a  skeldering  sort  of  way 
myselC  to  breed  up  bold  Breakfast,  as  I  call  him,  ever 
since.— It  was  paying  dear  for  a  jest,  though." 

"  Sir,  I  honour  you  for  your  numanity,"  said  the 
old  knight—"  Sir,  I  thank  you  for  your  courage — 
Sir,  I  am  glad  to  see  you  here,"  said  the  good 
knight,  his  eyes  watering  almost  to  overtlowing. 
"  So  you  were  the  wild  otiicer  who  cut  us  out  of  the 
toils  7— Oh.  sir.  had  you  but  stopped  when  I  called 
on  you,  ana  allowed  us  to  clear  the  streets  of  Brent- 
fora  with  our  musketeers,  we  would  have  been  at 
London  Stone  that  day !  But  your  f^ood-will  was 
the  same." 

"  Ay.  tnily  was  it,"  said  Wildrake  who  now  eat 
triumphant  and  glorioua  in  his  easy  chair;  "And  hen 
is  to  all  the  brave  hearts,  sir,  that  fought  and  fell  in 
that  same  storm  of  Brentford.  We  drove  all  before 
us  like  chaff,  till  the  shops,  where  they  sold  strong 
waters,  and  other  temptations,  brought  us  up— 
Gad,  sir,  we,  the  babe-eaters,  had  too  many  acquaint- 
ances in  Brentford,  and  our  stout  Prince  Kupert  was 
ever  better  at  making  way  than  drawing  oft  Gad, 
sir,  for  my  own  poor  sliare,  I  did  but  go  into  the  house 
of  a  poor  widow  lady,  who  maintained  a  charge  <^ 
daughters,  and  whom  I  had  known  of  old«  to  get 
my  oorse  fed,  a  morsel  of  meat,  and  ao  forth,  when 
these  cockney  pikes  of  the  artillery  ground,  as  voa 
very  well  calf  them,  rallied,  and  came  in  with  tneir 
armed  heads,  as  boldly  as  so  many  Cotswold  rams. 
I  sprang  down  stairs— got  to  my  horse— but,  egad,  I 
fancy  all  my  troop  had  widows  and  orphan  maidens 
to  comfort  as  well  as  I,  for  only  liveof  us  got  togeth- 
er. We  cut  our  way  through  successfully— and  Gsd, 
gentlemen,  I  carried  my  Uttle  Breakfaat  on  the  pom- 
mel before  me;  and  there  was  such  a  hollowing  sod 
screeching,  as  if  the  whole  town  thought  I  was  to 
kill,  roast,  and  eat  the  poor  child,  so  soon  as  I  got  to 
quarters.  But  devil  a  cocknev  charged  up  to  my  bonny 
bay,  poor  lass,  to  rescue  little  cake-brrad;  they  CMily 
cned  haro,  and  out  upon  me." 

"  Alas !  alas !"  said  the  knight,  "  we  made  ourselves 
seem  worse  thsn  we  were ;  and  we  were  too  bad  to 
deserve  God's  blessing  even  in  a  good  cause.  But  it 
is  needless  too  look  back— we  did  not  desert's  victo- 
ries when  God  gave  them,  for  we  never  improved 
them  like  good  soldiCTS,  or  like  Christian  men ;  and 
so  we  gave  these  canting  sooundreLa  the  advantage  of 
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11%  for  they  aMomed,  out  of  mere  hypochey,  the  diaci- 
pone  end  orderly  behaviour  which  we,  who  drew  our 
twoida  in  a  better  cause,  ought  to  have  practised  out 
of  true  principle.  But  here  is  mv  hand,  Captain.  I 
have  otten  wished  to  see  the  honest  fellow  who 
ebarsed  up  so  smartly  in  our  behalf,  and  I, reverence 
you  lor  the  care  you  took  of  the  poor  child.  I  am 
^lad  this  dilapidated  place  has  still  some  hospitality  to 
offer  you,  although  we  cannot  treat  ^ou  to  roasted 
babes  or  stewed  euckling»--eb,  Caotainl" 

**  Troth,  Sir  Henry,  the  scandal  was  sore  against 
OS  on  that  score.  I  remember  Lacy,  who  was  an  old 
pby-actor,  and  a  lieutenant  in  ours,  made  drollery  on 
It  m  a  play  which  was  sometimes  acted  at  Oxiord, 
when  our  hearts  were  something  up,  called,  I  think, 
the  Old  Troop."* 

So  saying,  and  feeline  more  familiar  as  his  merits 
were  known^  he  hitched  bis  chair  up  against  that  of 
the  Scottish  lad.  who  was  seated  next  him,  and  who, 
in  shifting  his  place,  was  awkward  enough  to  disturb, 
in  his  turn,  Abce  Lee,  who  sat  opposite,  and,  a  little 
ofiended,  or  at  least  embarrassed,  drew  her  chau-  away 
from  the  table. 

**  I  crave  pardon."  said  the  honourable  Master  Ker- 
oeguy ;  "  but  sir,"  to  Master  Wildrake,  "  ye  hae  e'en 
gaird  me  hurt  the  young  lady's  shank." 

"I  crave  your  pardon,  sir,  and  much  more  that 
of  the  fair  lady,  as  is  reasonable;  though,  rat  me, 
sir,  if  it  was  I  set  your  chair  a-trundhng  in  that 
way.  Zooks,  ar,  I  have  brought  with  me  no  plague, 
nor  pestilence,  nor  other  infectious  disorder,  that  ye 
should  have  started  away  as  if  I  had  been  a  leper, 
and  discomposed  the  lady,  which  I  would  have  pre- 
vented with  my  life,  sir.  Sir,  if  ye  be  northern  born, 
as  your  tongue  bespeaks,  egad,  it  was  I  ran  the  risk 
in  drawing  near  you ;  so  there  was  small  reason  for 
you  to  bolt" 

"Master  Wildrake,"  said  Albert,  interfering,  "this 
young  gentleman  is  a  stranger  as  well  as  you,  under 
protecuon  of  Sir  Henry's  hospitality,  and  it  cannot  be 
agreeable  for  my  father  to  see  disputes  arise  among 
his  guests.    You  may  mistake  the  young  gentleman's 

*  Gmnib«)inn  fmpated  to  the  Cayaliera.-The  t«rron  preoe- 
dinr  Uw  eiril  wan,  which  acitated  Um  public  mind,  rendered 
the  ffTOoaet  and  moat  exacgerated  falaehoods  curreotamoni  Uie 
Monle,  When  Charles  L  appointed  Sir  Tlioniai  Loniford  to 
die  aitaatioQ  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  the  celebrated 
Julin  Ltlllmm  takes  to  himself  Uie  credit  of  exciting  the  public 
h^red  afainst  this  officer  and  Lord  Di^jr,  as  pitiless  bravoes  of 
the  most  bloody-minded  description,  fVom  whom  Uie  Pfpple 
wcie  to  expect  nothing  but  bloodshed  and  massacre.  Of  Sir 
Thomas  Lunsford,  in  iiartimlar,  it  was  reported  that  his  ftivour- 
ile  food  was  the  flesh  of  children,  and  he  was  painted  like  an 
in  tha  act  of  cutting  a  child  into  steaks  and  broiling 
.  The  colonel  fell  at  Uie  siege  of  Bristol  in  164S,  bat  the 
ealumnj  parsued  his  remains,  and  the  credulous  raultitnde 
I  told, 

"Tlie  poet  who  etrae  fVom  Coveotrr. 

Riding  in  a  red  rocket, 
Did  tidings  tell  how  Lnnsfbrd  fell, 

A  chiWt  hand  (n  his  pocket." 

Many  allusions  to  this  report,  as  well  as  to  the  credulity 
«f  those  who  believed  it,  may  be  found  in  the  satires  and  Iam< 
pooos  of  the  tinne,  although,  says  Dr.  Grey,  Lunsford  wu  a 
■an  of  great  sobriety,  industry,  and  courage.  Butler  says,  that 
dMpraaeheis 

"  Made  children  wiUi  their  lives  to  run  for't. 
As  bad  as  Bloodybones  or  Lunsford." 

Bat  thia  extraordinatf  report  is  chiefly  insisted  upon  in  a 
coosedy  called  the  Old  Tnop,  written  by  John  Lacy,  the  come- 
diaa.  The  scene  is  laid  during  the  civil  wars  of  England,  and 
the  persons  of  the  drama  are  chiefly  those  who  were  in  aims 
Ibr  the  king.  They  are  represented  as  plundering  the  country 
without  mercy,  which  Lacy  might  draw  ftom  the  life,  having, 
bi  fact,  begun  his  career  as  a  lieutenant  of  cavalry,  in  the  ser- 
Tiea  of  Charles  I.  The  troopers  find  the  peasants  loath  to  sur^ 
lender  to  them  their  provisions,  on  which,  in  older  to  compel 
them,  they  pretended  to  be  in  earnest  in  the  purpose  of  .eating 
theif  children.  A  scene  of  coarse  but  humorous  comedy  is  then 
Introduced,  which  Dean  Swift  had  not.  perhaps,  forgotten, 
when  he  recommended  the  eating  of  the  children  of  the  poor  as 
a  mode  of  relieving  the  disUessea  of  Uieir  parents.    , 

"  Untmane.  Second  me  and  I'll  make  them  bnnc  out  all 
they  have,  I  warrant  you.  Do  but  talk  as  if  we  used  to  oat 
ehildmn.— Why,  look  you,  good  woman,  we  do  believe  you  are 
poor,  so  well  mcdce  a  shift  with  our  old  diet-you  have  children 
nithetownl ,  ... 

"Wtman.  Whr  do  van  ask,  sir? 

"IMntenant.  Only  have  two  or  three  to  supper.  Flea- flint, 
yoa  taavia  ttaa  lieat  way  of  cooking  children. 

W 


quaUtv  from  his  present  appearance— this  is  the  Ho- 
nourable Master  Louis  Kemeguy,  sir,  son  of  my  Lord 
Killstewere  of  Kincardineshire,  one  who  has  fought 
for  the  King,  young  as  he  is." 

"No  dispute  shall  rise  through  me,  sir— none 
through  me/'  said  Wildrake;  "your  exposition  suf- 
ficeth,  sir.— -Master  Louis  Girnigo,  son  of  my  Lord 
Kilsteer,  in  Gringardenshire,  I  am  your  humble 
slave,  sir,  and  drink  your  health,  in  token  that  I  ho- 
nour you,  and  all  true  Scots  who  draw  their  Andrew 
Ferraras  on  the  right  side,  sir." 

"Tse  beholden  to  you,  and  thank  you,  sir,"  said  the 
voung  man,  with  some  haughtiness  of  manner,  which 
hardlv  corresponded  with  his  rusticity;  "  and  I  wuss 
your  health  in  a  ceevil  way." 

Most  judicious  persons  would  have  here  dropped  the 
conversation ;  but  it  was  one  of  Wildrake*s  marked 
peculiarities,  that  he  could  never  let  mattere  stand 
when  they  were  well.  He  continued  to  plague  the  shy, 
proud,  and  awkward  lad  with  his  observations.  "You 


gallants  tnat  i  nave  Known  among 
tish  cavaliers-^I  knew,  for  example,  some  of  the  Gor- 
dons and  othera  of  good  repute,  who  always  put  an/ 
for  the  iM,  as  /acU  for  uhatyfan  for  tiiheny  and  the 
like." 
,  Albert  Lee  here  interposed,  and  said  that  the  pro- 
vinces of  Scotland,  like  those  of  England,  had  their 
difl'erent  modes  of  pronunciation. 

"  You  are  very  right,  sir,"  said  Wildrake.  "  I  reckon 
myself,  now,  a  pretty  good  speaker  of  their  cursed 
jargon— no  offence,  young  gentleman ;  and  vet,  when 
I  took  a  turn  with  some  of  Montrosie's  folk,  in  the 
South  Hielands,  as  thev  call  their  beastly  wilder- 
nesses, (no  oflence  again,)  I  chanced  to  be  by  mvselfl 
and  to  lose  my  way,  when  I  said  to  a  shephera-feilow, 
making  my  mouth  as  wide,  and  m  v  voice  as  broad  as 
I  could,  whore  am  I  ganging  till/ — confound  me  if 
the  fellow  could  answer  me.  unless,  indeed,  he  was 
sulky,  as  the  bumpkins  will  be  now  and  then  to  the 
gentlemen  of  the  sword." 

"  flM-jMU.  I  can  powder  them  to  make  yoo  taste  your  liqpnr. 
I  am  never  without  a  dried  oliild'a  tongue  or  ham. 

"  Wonan,  Oh  I  bless  me  I 

"  FUa-Jlint.  Mine's  trat  the  ordinary  way ;  but  Foordftim  la 
the  man ;  he  makes  yon  the  savourest  pie  of  a  child  chaldiioB 
Uiat  was  ever  eat 

"  Lteutenani.  A  plague  t  all  the  world  cannot  oook  a  ehild 
like  Mr.  Raggou,  (a  French  cook  or  measmaa  to  tha  tnwp,  and 
the  buffoon  of  the  piece.) 

"  Ragnu,  Begar,  me  think  so ;  for  vat  was  me  bred  in  the 
King  of  Mogul's  kitchen  1  dere  we  kill  twenty  shild  of  a  day. 
Take  you  one  shild  by  both  his  two  heels^  and  pot  his  head 
between  your  two  knees,  and  take  your  knife  and  slice  off  all 
buttocks.-so  fashion  ;  begar,  that  make  a  de  best  Scots  collop 
in  de  world. 

"  Lia^unant.  Ah.  he  makes  the  best  pottage  of  a  child's  head 
and  feet,  however;  but  you  must  boil  it  with  bacon— Woman, 
you  must  get  bacon. 

"  Woman.  O  Lud— yes,  sir! 

"  Ford.  And  then  it  must  Iw  very  young. 

"  Litutenant.  Yea,  yes.— Good  woman,  it  most  be  a  flne  squab 
child,  of  half  a  year  old— a  man  child,  dost  hear  7"-7A«  OW 
Troop,  Jet  III  ^     .„ 

After  a  good  deal  more  to  this  purpose,  the  villagers  deter- 
mine to  carry  forth  their  sheep,  poultiy,  Ac  to  save  their  chil- 
dren. In  the  mean  time,  the  Cavaliers  are  in  some  danger 
of  tieing  cross-bit,  as  they  then  called  it;  that  is,  caught  in 
their  own  snare.  A  woman  enters,  who  announees  herself 
thus: — 

"  Woman.  By  your  leave,  your  good  woiahipa,  I  have  nada 
bold  to  bring  you  in  some  provisions. 

"  Ford.   Provistons  i  where,  where  is  this  provision  7 

"  Woman.  Here,  if  it  please  you,  I  have  brought  yon  a  eoopto 
of  flne  fleshy  children.  .   „ 

"  ComeL  was  ever  such  a  horrid  woman  i  what  aliall  wo 
dot 

"  Woman.  Truly,  gentlemen,  they  are  flne  aqoab  children  i 
shall  I  turn  them  np^^ttaey  have  the  bravest  brawn  and  bat* 

"  LinusMM.  No,  no :  but,  woman,  art  thov  not  troabied  to 
part  with  thy  oliildien  1  .        ^  , 

'*  Woman,  Alas,  sir,  they  are  none  of  mine,  they  are  only 
nurse  children.  ^         . ,, . 

"  Lieutenant.   What  a  beast  is  this  i— whoaa  ctaildnn  am 

they  1  *  ,  .       . 

**  Woman.  A  laundnss  that  owes  roe  for  a  year's  nuiamg ;  I 
hope  they'll  prove  excellent  meat ;  they  are  twins  too. 

'NRaggsu.  Aha,  but  i  but  begar  we  never  eat  no  twin  aliild, 
thelawlbrWdOiaf'-JWdesi.  ^      ^        ^      ^ 

In  this  manner  the  Cavaliers  escape  fhMn  the  embanaartnn 
coosequenoos  of  their  own  stratagem,  which,  as  the  manr  wiU 
perceive,  has  been  made  use  of  in  tha  text 
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This  was  familiarly  spokeot  and  though  partly  ad- 
dressed to  Albert,  was  still  more  directed  to  his  imme- 
diate neighbour,  the  young  Scotsman,  who  seemed, 
from  bamfulness,  or  some  other  reason,  rather  shy  of 
his  intimacy.  To  one  or  two  personal  touches  from 
Wildrake's  elbow,admini8terea  during  his  last  speech, 
by  way  of  a  practical  appeal  to  him  m  particular,  he 
only  answered,  "Misunderstandings  were  to  be  ex- 
pected when  men  converse  in  national  deealects." 

Wildrake,  now  considerably  drunker  than  he  ought 
to  have  b^n  in  civil  company,  caught  up  the  phrase, 
and  repeatai  it:  "Misunderstanding,  sir— Misunder- 
standing, sir!  I  do  not  know  how  I  am  to  construe 
that,  sir ;  but  to  judge  from  the  information  of  these 
scratches  on  your  honourable  visnomv,  I  should  augur 
that  you  had  been  of  late  at  misunoerstanding  with 
the  cat,  sir." 

"  You  are  mistaken,  then,  friend,  for  it  was  with 
the  dowg,"  answered  the  Scotsman,  dryly,  and  cast  a 
look  towards  Albert 

"  We  had  some  trouble  with  the  watch-dogs  in  en- 
tering so  late  in  the  evening,"  said  Albert,  in  explana- 
tion, and  this  youth  had  a  fall  among  some  rubbish, 
by  which  he  came  by  these  scratches." 

"And  now,  dear  Sir  Henry,"  said  Dr.  Rochecliffe, 
**  allow  us  to  remind  you  of  your  gout,  and  our  long 
journey.  I  do  it  the  rather  that  my  good  friend  your 
son  has  been,  during  the  whole  time  of  supper,  putting 
questions  to  me  aside,  which  had  much  oetter  be  re- 
served till  to-morrow— May  we  therefoi:e  ask  permis- 
sion to  retire  to  our  night's  rest  7" 

"These  private  committees  in  a  merry  meeting," 
said  Wddrake,  "  are  a  solecism  in  breeding.  They 
always  put  me  in  mind  of  the  cursed  committees  at 
Westminster.  But  shall  we  to  roost  before  we  rouse 
the  night-owl  with  a  catch  ?" 

"Aha,  canst  thou  quote  Shakspeare?"  said  Sir 
Henry,  pleased  at  discovering  a  new  good  qualitv  in 
his  acquaintance,  whose  milita^  services  were  otner- 
wise  but  just  able  to  counterbalance  the  intrusive 


mings,  and  so  on,— we  will  have  a  single  catch,  and 
one  rouse  about,  and  then  to  bed." 

After  the  usual  discussion  about  the  choice  of  the 
song,  and  the  parts  which  each  was  to  bear,  they 
united  their  voices  in  trolling  a  loyal  glee,  which  was 
popular  among  the  party  at  the  time,  and  in  fact  be- 
lieved to  be  composed  by  no  less  a  person  than  Doctor 
RocfaeclifTe  himself 

GLEE  FOR  KINO  CRARLEa 

Brint  the  bowl  which  yoaboatt. 

Pin  it  up  to  the  brim ; 
Tit  to  him  we  lore  mo^t, 

Afid  to  all  who  lore  him. 
Brave  sallantA,  itand  up. 

And  araunt,  ye  baao  cariei  t 
Were  there  death  in  the  ettjp. 

Here's  a  health  to  King  Cnailei  I 

Thoofh  be  wanden  throng  dantvs. 

Unaided,  unknown, 
Dependent  on  ttranf  crs, 

Efltranired  from  ha  own ; 
Ttiouirh  'ti<  under  our  breath, 

Amidflt  rorfoitt  and  perils, 
Hero's  to  honour  and  laith. 

And  a  health  to  Kinf  Chailati 

Lat  such  honours  abound 

As  the  tine  can  afford, 
Hie  knee  on  tiie  ground. 

And  the  hand  on  the  sword  ; 
Bat  the  time  shall  come  roaad, 

When,  mid  Loids,  Dukes,  and  Earlo, 
The  load  trumpets  shall  somd 

Here's  a  health  to  King  Charles  i 

After  this  display  of  loyalty,  and  a  final  libation,  the 
ty  took  leave  of  each  other  for  the  night    Sir 

[enry  offered  his  old  acquaintance  Wildraac  a  bed 
for  the  evening,  who  weighed  the  matter  somewhat 
m  this  fashion :  "  VVhy,  to  speak  truth,  my  patron 
will  expect  meat  the  borough— but  then  he  is  used  to 
my  Majong  out  of  doors  a-nights.  Then  there's  the 
Devil,  that  they  say  haunts  Woodstock ;  but  with  the 
blessmff  of  this  reverend  doctor,  I  defv  him  and  all 
fais  works— I  saw  him  not  when  I  slept  here  twice  be- 
long and  I  am  sure  if  he  was  absent  then,  he  has  not 
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come  back  with  Sir  Henry  I.ee  and  his  family.  So  I 
Bcc^t  your  courtesy.  Sir  Henrv,  and  I  thank  you  mm 
a  cavaher  of  Lunsfora  should  thank  one  of  the  fight* 
ing  clerks  of  Oxon.  God  bless  the  King!  I  care  not 
who  bears  it,  and  confusion  to  Noll  and  his  red  nose  f 
Off  he  went  accordingly  with  a  bottle-swagger,  guided 
by  Joceiine,  to  whom  Albert,  in  the  mean  time,  had 
whispered,  to  be  sure  to  quarter  him  far  enough  tram. 
the  rest  of  the  famOy. 

Young  Lee  then  saluted  his  sister,  and,  with  the 
formality  of  those  times,  asked  and  received  his  fa- 
ther's blessing  with  an  affectionate  embrace.  His 
page  seemed  desirous  to  imitate  one  part  of  hisexani- 
ple,  but  was  repelled  by  Alica  who  only  replied  to  his 
offered  salute  with  a  curtsey.  He  next  bowed  his  head 
in  an  awkward  fashion  to  her  father,  who  wished 
him  a  good  night.  "I  am  glad  to  see,  yoimg  man,'* 
he  saioj  "  that  you  have  at  least  learned  the  reverence 
due  to  age.  It  should  always  be  paid,  sir;  because  in 
doing  so  you  render  that  honour  to  others  which  yoa 
will  expect  yourself  to  receive  when  you  approach  the 
close  or  your  I  ife.  More  will  I  speak  with  you  at  leisure^ 
on  your  duties  as  a  page,  which  office  in  former  days 
used  to  be  the  very  school  of  chivalry;  whereas  of 
late,  by  the  disorderly  times,  it  has  become  little  better 
than  a  school  of  wild  and  disordered  license ;  which 
made  rare  Ben  Jonson  exclaim" 

"Nay,  father,"  said  Albert, interposing,  "you  most 
consider  this  day's  fatigue,  and  the  poor  lad  is  almost 
asleep  on  his  legs— to-morrow,  he  will  listen  with 
more  profit  to  ygur  kind  admonitions. — And  yon, 
Louis,  remember  at  least  one  part  of  your  duty — take 
the  candles  and  light  us— here  Joceiine  comes  to  show 
us  the  way.  Once  more,  good-night,  good  Doctor 
Rocheclifie— good-night,  all?' 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

Oiwm.   Hail,  noble  prinoe  I 
King  Rlekofi.  Thanks.  DoUe  peer  t 

llie  cheapest  of  ns  is  a  frott  to  dear.— JUetertf  JZ 

Albcbt  and  hie  page  were  ushered  by  Joceiine  to 
what  was  called  the  Spanish  Chamber,  a  huge  old 
scrambling  bedroom,  rather  in  a  dilapidated  conditioii, 
but  furnished  with  a  large  standing-bed  for  the  master, 
and  a  truckle-bed  for  the  domestic,  as  was  commoB 
at  a  much  later  period  in  old  English  houses^  where 
the  gentleman  often  required  the  assistance  of  a  groom 
of  the  chambers  to  help  him  to  bed,  if  the  boepitalitv 
had  been  exuberant  The  walls  were  covered  witn 
hangings  of  cordovan  leather,  stamped  with  gold,  and 
representing  fights  between  the  Spaniards  and  Mo- 
riscoes,  bull-feasts,  and  other  sports  peculiar  to  the 
Peninsula,  from  which  it  took  its  name  of  the  Spanish 
Chamber.  These  hangings  were  in  some  places  en- 
tirely torn  down,  in  others  defaced  and  hanging  in 
tatters.  But  Albert  stopped  not  to  make  observational 
anxious,  it  seemed,  to  get  Joceiine  out  of  the  room : 
which  he  achieved  by  nastiljr  answering  his  oflers  of 
fresh  fuel,  and  more  liquor,  in  the  negative,  and  re- 
turning, with  equal  conciseness  the  under  keef>efB 
good  wishes  for  the  evening.  He  at  length  retired, 
somewhat  unwillingly,  and  as  if  he  thought  that  his 
yotmg  master  might  have  bestowed  a  few  more  words 
upon  a  faithful  old  retainer  after  so  long  absence. 

JolifTe  was  no  sooner  gona  than,  before  a  single 
word  was  spoken  between  Albert  Lee  and  his  pase^ 
the  former  hastened  to  the  door,  examined  lock,  latra, 
and  bolt,  and  made  them  fast,  with  the  meet  scnn 
pulous  atten  tion.  He  superadded  to  these  precautioiis 
that  of  a  long  screw-bolt,  which  he  brought  out  of  his 
pocket,  and  which  he  screwed  on  to  the  stapTe  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  withdraw  it,  or 
open  the  door,  unless  by  breaking  it  down.  The  paf^ 
held  a  light  to  him  during  the  operation,  which  hu 
master  went  through  with  much  exactness  and  dex- 
terity. But  when  Albert  arose  from  his  knee,  on 
which  he  had  rested  during  the  accomplishment  of 
this  task,  the  manner  of  the  companions  was  on  the 
sudden  entirely  changed  towards  each  other.  The 
honourable  Master  Kerneguy,  from  a  cubbish  lout  of 
a  raw  Scotsman,  seemed  to  have  acquired  at  once  all 
the  grace  and  ease  of  motion  and  manner,  which 
could  be  given  by  an  acquaintance  of  the  earliest 
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ajid  most  familiar  kind  with  the  heat  company  of  the 
tunc 

He  gave  the  light  he  held  to  Albert,  with  the  easy 
indifference  of  a  superior,  who  rather  graces  than 
troubles  his  dependant  by  giving  him  some  slight 
service  to  perform.  Albert,  with  the  greatest  appear- 
ance of  deference,  asaumccl  in  his  turn  the  character 
of  torch-bearer,  and  lighted  hispagc  across  the  cham- 
ber, without  turning  his  back  upon  him  as  he  did  so. 
He  then  set  the  light  on  a  table  by  the  bedside,  and 
approaching  the  young  man  with  deep  reverence,  re- 
oeived  from  nira  the  soiled  green  jacket,  with  the  same 
profound  respect  as  if  he  had  been  a  first  lord  of  the 
Dcdcfaamber^  or  other  officer  of  the  household  of  the 
highest  distmction,  disrobing  his  Sovereign  of  the 
Mantle  of  the  Garter.  The  person  to  whom  this  cere- 
mony was  addressed  endured  it  for  a  minute  or  two 
with  profound  gra\ity.  and  then  bursting  out  a-Iaugh- 
tng,  exclaimed  to  Albert,  "What  a  devil  means  all 
this  formahty  7— thoucomplimentest  with  these  mise- 
nble  rags  as  if  they  were  silks  and  sables,  and  with 
poor  Louis  Kemeguy  as  if  he  were  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  ?" 

**  And  if  your  Majesty's  commands,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  time,  have  made  me  for  a  moment  seem 
Id  for^t  that  you  are  my  sovereign,  surely  I  may  be 
permitted  to  render  my  homage  as  such  while  you  are 
ffljour  own  royal  palace  of  Woodstock  1" 

*  Truly,"  replied  the  disguised  monarch,  "  the  sove- 
reign and  the  palace  are  not  ill  matched  j—thcse  tat- 
tered hangings^and  my  ragged  jerkin  suit  each  other 
admirably.— T%i«  Woodstock  l—this  the  bower  where 
the  royal  Norman  revelled  with  the  fair  Rosamond 
Chfibra  S— Why,  it  is  a  place  of  assignation  for  owls!" 
Then,  suddenly  recollecting  himseu;  with  his  natural 
courtesy,  he  added,  as  if  fearing  he  might  have  hurt 
Albert's  feelings—**  But  the  more  obscure  and  retired, 
it  is  the  titter  for  our  purpose,  Lee ;  and  if  it  does  seem 
CO  be  a  roost  for  owls,  as  there  is  no  denying,  why  we 
know  it  has  nevertheless  brought  up  eagles?^ 

He  threw  himself  as  he  spoke,  upon  a  chair,  and 
indolently,  but  gracefully,  received  the  kind  offices  of 
Albert,  who  undid  the  coarse  buttonings  of  the  lea- 
thern gamashes  which  defended  his  legs,  and  opoke 
to  him  the  whilst  ^-"  What  a  fine  specimen  of  the 
olden  time  is  your  father,  Sir  Henry !  It  is  strange  I 
should  not  have  seen  him  before ;— but  I  heard  my 
father  often  speak  of  him  as  being  among  the  flower 
of  oar  real  old  English  gentry.  By  the  mode  in  which 
ha  began  to  school  me,  I  can  guess  you  had  a  tight 
taricroaster  of  him,  Albert— I  warrant  you  never  wore 
hat  in  his  pVesence.  eh  7" 

*'  I  never  cocked  it  at  least  in  his  presence,  please 
ycNir  Maiesty,  as  I  have  seen  some  youngsters  do," 
answered  Albert;  "indeed  if  I  had,  it  must  have 
been  a  stout  beaver  to  have  saved  me  from  a  broken 
bead." 

"Oh,  I  doubt  it  not,"  replied  the  King ;  "  a  fine  old 
gentleman — ^but  with  that,  methinks,  in  his  counte- 
nance, that  assures  you  he  would  not  hate  the  child 
in  sparing  the  rod.— Hark  ye,  Albert— Suppose  the 
same  glorious  Restoration  come  round.— which,  if 
drinking  to  its  arrival  can  hasten  it,  should  not  be  far 
distant,— for  in  that  particular  our  adherents  never 
n^lect  their  duty,— suppose  it  come,  therefore,  and 
that  thy  father,  as  must  be  of  course,  becomes  an  Earl 
and  one  of  the  Privy  Council,  odds-fish,  man,  I  shall 
be  as  much  afraid  of  him  as  ever  was  my  grandfather 
Henry  Quatre  of  old  Sully. — Imagine  there  were 
such  a  trinket  now  about  the  Court  as  the  fair  Rosa- 
mond, or  La  Belle  Gabrielle,  what  a  work  there 
wonla  be  of  pages,  and  grooms  of  the  chamber,  to 

Eet  the  pretty  rogue  clandestinely  shufiSed  out  by  the 
ack  stairs,  like  a  prohibited  commoditx,  ^^^n  the 
step  of  the  Earl  of  Woodstock  was  heard  in  the  ante- 
ehamber !" 

"  I  am  ^lad  to  see  your  Majesty  so  merry  after  your 
fiiCiniing  journey." 

''The  fatigue  was  nothing,  man,"  said  Charles; 
"  a  kind  welcome  and  a  good  meal  made  amends  for 
all  that.  But  they  must  have  suspected  thee  of  bring- 
ing a  wolf  from  the  braes  of  Badenoch  along  with 
ynu,  instead  of  a  two-legged  being,  with  no  more  than 
the  usual  allowance  of  mortal  stowage  for  provisions. 


I  was  really  ashamed  of  my  appetite;  but  thou 
knowest  I  had  cat  nothing  for  twenty-four  houra, 
save  the  raw  egg  you  stole  for  me  from  the  old  wo- 
man's hen-roost— I  tell  thee,  I  blushed  to  show  myself 
so  ravenous  before  that  high-bred  and  respectable  old 
gentleman  your  father,  ana  the  very  pretty  girl  your 
sister— or  cousiui  is  she  7" 

"  She  is  my  sister,"  said  Albert  Lee,  dryly,  and 
addded,  in  the  same  breath,  "  Your  Majesty's  appe- 
tite suited  well  enough  with  the  character  of  a  raw 
northern  lad. — Would  your  Majesty  now  please  to 
retire  to  rest  7" 

"  Not  for  a  minute  or  two,"  said  the  King,  retaining 
his  seat  "  Why,  man,  I  have  scarce  had  my  tongue 
unchained  to-day ;  and  to  talk  with  that  northern 
twang,  and  besides,  the  fatigue  of  being  qbUged  to 
speak  every  word  in  character,— Gad,  it^a  like  walk- 
ing as  the  galley  slaves  do  on  the  Continent,  with  a 
twenty-four  pound  shot  chained  to  their  legs— they 
may  drag  it  along,  but  they  cannot  move  with  com- 
fort. And,  by  the  way,  thou  art  slack  in  paying  me 
my  well-deserved  tribute  of  compliments  on  my  coun- 
teneiting.— Did  I  not  play  Louis  Kemeguy  as  round 
as  a  ring  7"  .  .  , 

"If  your  Majesty  aaks  my  senous  opinion,  perhaps 
I  may  be  forgiven  if  I  say  your  dialect  was  some- 
what too  coarse  for  a  ScotUsh, youth  of  high  birth, 
and  your  behaviour  perhaps  a  little  too  churlish.  1 
thought  too — thouffh  I  pretend  not  to  be  skilful— 
that  some  of  your  Scottish  sounded  as  if  it  were  not 
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months  7  and  if  I  did  not  get  knowledge  of  their 
language,  I  wonder  what  else  I  got  by  it.  Did  not 
east  country,  and  south  country,  and  west  country, 
and  Highlands,  craw,  croak,  and  shriek  about  me,  as 
the  deep  guttural,  the  broad  drawl,  and  the  high  sharp 
yelp  predominated  by  tums7— Odds-fish,  man,  have 
I  not  been  speeched  at  by  their  orators,  addressed  by 
their  senators,  rebuked  hy  their  kirkmen7  Havel 
not  sat  on  the  cutty  stool,  mon,  fagam  assuming  the 
northern  dialect,!  and  thought  it  grace  of  worthy  Mas 
John  Gillespie,  that  I  was  permitted  to  do  penance  m 
mine  own  privy  chamber,  instead  of  the  face  of  the 
congregation  7  and  wilt  thou  tell  me.  after  all,  that  I 
cannot  speak  Scottish  enough  to  baffle  an  Ozon 
Knight  and  his  family  7"  . 

"May  it  please  your  Majesty,— I  began  by  saymg  I 
was  no  judge  of  the  Scottish  language. 

"  Pshaw— it  is  mere  envy ;  just  so  you  said  at  Nor- 
ton's,  that  I  was  too  courteous  and  civil  for  a  yoimg 
page— now  you  think  nie  too  rude."    . ,  ^    , .  „     . . 

''And  thete  is  a  medium,  if  one  could  find  it,"  said 
Albert,  defending  his  opinion  in  the  same  tone  m 
which  the  King  atucked  him ;  "  so  this  morning, 
when  you  were  in  the  woman's  dress,  youTaised  yow 
petticoats  rather  unbecomingly  high,  as  you  waded 
through  the  first  little  stream ;  and  when  I  told  you 
of  it,  to  mend  the  matter,  you  \^neg\ed  through  the 
next  without  raising  them  at  alL 

"O,  the  devil  take  the  woman's  dress!"  said 
Charles ;  "  I  hope  I  shall  never  be  drive*  to  that  dis- 
guise again,  ^y,  my  ugly  face  was  «iough  to  put 
gowns,  caps,  and  kirlles,  out  of  fashion  for  evei^the 
very  dogs  fled  from  me— Had  I  passed  any  hamlet 
that  had  but  five  hutrin  it,  I  could  not  have  escaped 
the  cucking-stool.  I  was  a  libel  on  womanhood. 
These  leathern  conveniences  arc  none  of  ^"^^V^h 
but  they  are  propria  qiuB  marUms  ;  and  right  glad 
am  I  to  be  repossessed  of  them.  I  can  tell  you  too, 
my  friend,  I  shall  resume  all  my  masculine  privileges 
with  my  proper  habiliments;,  and  as  you  say  I  have 
been  too  coarse  to-night,  I  will  behave  myself  hke  a 
courtier  to  Mistress  Alice  to-morrow.  I  made  a  sort 
of  acquaintance  with  her  already,  when  I  seemed  to 
be  of  the  same  sex  with  herseU;  and  found  out  there 
are  other  Colonels  in  the  wmd  besides  you,  Colonel 

Albert  Lee."  „  .        „      .j   *u_^  *     j 

"  May  it  please  your  Majesty."  said  Albcrjr-and 
then  stopped  short,  from  the  difficulty  of  finding 
words  to  express  the  unpleasant  nature  of  his  feehngs. 
They  oouild  not  escape  Charles;  but  be  piooeedea 
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fulk,  thoni 


wiihoul  Bcmplc.     "  I  pique  m; 
inlo  the  hearis  of  youiig  Imlii-B 
God  knows  thiT  are  BOmetiDitB  luu  u>»i,  .ui    n.i^ 
ui»*r  nf  MH.    Bui  I  mFDiioned  lo  j'our  autcr  in  my 
if  fbituno-lcllpr, — ihinking.  ixior  simple 


..^uii^.n  aboui.-'lliiii  ahi:  wi 

n  Calmipl.    I  hail  liii  Ibc  ihemc,  hi 
i  forlslludHl  111  ynu,  jMbrrt!  and 


t  noi  [he 

lo  n  lirolhcr. 
So  Dp  abcgot,  and  away  Miu  new  irani  niu  likealiip- 
wiiiK.  I  can  eicuw  her— tor,  luukin;;  at  mynlf  m 
lUe  well,  I  think  if  I  hail  rait  such  a  creature  na  I 
■eemed,  I  ahnuld  have  csUud  Are  and  fasol  anain:*! 
h.— Now,  whnl  itiink  yoii,  Alhert— who  can  this 
Colonel  bi\  tlial  more  ihan  livals  you  in  your  sialer'ij 
adsction  V 

Albert,  wlio  well  knew  that  Ihc  King  »  mode  of 
IhinkinK,  where  the  (air  sell  wan  concerned,  was  far 

the  present  topic,  by  aerovc  unawer. 

"His  aistcr.  hp8aid7"had  been  in  some  niraiiirc 
cduraird  with  ilie  son  of  her  nialcrna]  uncle,  Mark- 
ham  Evetnrd ;  but  as  liis  fatlicr  and  he  tiimwlf  hod 
adopted  the  caum  of  the  roundheadg,  the  families 
had  in  consequence  been  ni  variance :  and  any  pro- 
jecla  which  miclil  have  been  tmiusny  enlertaincd, 
were  of  course  lung  nincc  dismiaaed  on  nil  aiden." 

"You  are  wrong,  Albert,  >'uu  are  wrong,"  said  the 
Kinic.  piiileealy  pursuing  hia  jeni.  "You  Colomls, 
whether  you  wear  blue  or  uraiige  Rnahcn,  are  too 
pretty  fellows  lo  be  dismiaeed  bo  easily,  when  once 
you  have  acquired  on  inlcrcBt.  But  Mielrans  Alice,  bo 
pretty,  and  who  wiahes  the  restoration  uf  the  King 
with  nuch  a  look  and  accent,,  aa  if  Rbc  were  an  anael 
whose  prnycra  mual  needs  bnnfc  it  down,  moat  nol  be 
allowed  to  retain  any  ihonglin  of  a  canting  raund- 
head— What  say  yini— will  you  five  me  lea^e  lo  take 
her  to  taidiaboutii?— After  alt,  I  am  the  party  moM 
conccmol  in  inainlaintnc!  true  atleginuce  auionE  my 
■ubjecl*;  andif  luain  thejprcttymaiden'aRoad-will. 
that  of  the  swentheort's  wiU  mun  follow.    Thla  waa 

CUyKinB  Edward's  wnj-— Edward  the  Fourtli,  you 
low.  The  king-making  Earl  of  Warwick— the 
Cromwell  of  his  day— dethroned  him  more  than 

■  but  he  had  the  hearts  of  Ihc  merry  dames  of 

■  ■'  and  veins  of  the  cockneys 


education  and  manners  have  done  lor  me.  Ic 
Ifae  best  anienda  they  can  lor  an  itclr  face  V 
.,,..■.  _,.__   ...     ....   -fir  -^i  .|h„, 


"Hay  it  please  your  H 


fill  enouiih  to  the  8 


I  fnih^B  house, 
ptrd  a  rtiiiy,  but  advanced  no 


il,  a  BOn  after  Sir  Hcnry'i  own  lieai 
rstand  tnillety  upon  such  subjects, 
pardon.  Albert.  Binccrely,  if  I  have 


-  -  saying,  he  extended  his  hand  lo  Cokuiel  I4^ 
who,  feeling  he  had  been  rather  too  hasty  in  constm- 
iiiss  the  KinK'B  jest  in  an  unpleasant  sense,  kissed  il 
with  revcrenw,  and  atlcnipred  on  apology. 

"Not  a  word— not  a  word,"  said  ibe  cood-natund 
Prince,  raising  hia  penitent  adliereni  b>  tic  allemptid 
to  kneel;  "we  understand  each  other.  You  in 
somewhat  afraid  of  the  gsy  repotalion  which  t  as- 
quired  in  Scotland ;  but  I  assure  you,  I  will  be  w 
stupid  na  y<iii,  or  your  cousin  Cotonel  could  desire,  in 
pitsencevfMrs.  Alice  Lte,  and  only  bestow  my  gal- 
lantry, ulioidd  1  have  any  to  throw  away,  upon  ths 

-clly  little  wailins-maia  who  attended  at  supper— 

ileas  you  should  have  monopoUied  her  ear  fiir  your 

•  n  benefit.  f.'o]onel  Albert." 

"Il  is  innnopolixed.  sure  enoush,  though  not  by 
me,  if  it  please  youi  Miyesly.  but  by  Joeeline  JoliR^ 
rlic  under-kqcptr,  wliom  we  must  nol  disoblige,  ai 

cc  have  trusted  him  so  far  already,  and  may;  hive 

ccasion  to  repose  oven  entire  confidence  in  liiro.  I 
.lalf  think  hu  suspects  who  Louis  Eemeguy  may  in 
tealitv  be." 

"You  are  on  enKrossinR  set,  you  wooers  of  Wood- 
glock,"  said  the  Kin^,  laughing.  "Now,  if  I  had  a 
(incy,  asa  t'rcnchinau  would  not  fail  to  have  in  such 
-?,  to  make  prfllv  speeches  to  the  deaf  old  h-o- 
1  saw  in  ihc  kitrhen,  as  a  pit-aller,  I  dare  eay  I 
J  be  lold  that  lirr  ear  was  engrassed  for  Dr. 


"i  marvel  at  your  Majeily's  good  spirits,"  said  Al- 
ert, "  ibal,  afirr  a  day  of  danger,  falignc.  and  aisi- 
eiits,  you  should  fcvl  the  power  ta  amusing  youraelf 

"That  i*  to  say,  ilieitToom  of  llie  ehambcrt  wishes 
-sMsjesly  woiilcl  sa,io,Bl— "    "'-"   ^- 


iwo  on  inuro  scnoua  business,  and  I  inva  done,— I 
liavc  been  completely  directed  by  lou  and  Rocbeclifle 
—I  have  changed  my  disguise  from  femsle  to  male 

^'&o™uu"slil]"hold'il 


said  Charles,  with  marked  ^u 

Again  Albert  attcmptr'  -  - 

hrther  than,  "I  would  _.,... , j.,,.  

lesiy"- when  he  again  stopped  short,  his  deop  and 
Dstnlilarf  itpeet  lor  hia  aavcrnsn.  and  his  sense  of 
tbo  hospiiaIR)'  dne  lo  hia  midottnnea  preventing  hii 
Biving  ulletance  to  hia  irritated  feelings. 

"And  what  dues  Colonel  Albert  Lee  hopoT'  said 
Charles,  in  the  same  dry  aiuj  cold  manner  in  which 
he  had  belbre  spoken.—  No  anawerl— Now,  Ihape 
that  Colonel  Lcc  does  nol  see  innsilly  jest  any  ibina 
oflsnsive  to  the  honour  of  his  familjr,  sinei;  methinks 

father,  sod  himself,  nol  to  meniion  Charles  Sti'wart, 
whom  hs  calls  his  King;  and  Irxprrt,  that  I  sh^ 
—  '- 10  hardly  consriTjed.  as^.co  bs  supptMBd^eapabli 


changed 
Hampshire  to  take  shell 

"I  have  great  confidence  in  Dr.  Bocheclifle,"  n- 
pliat  Albert,  "whose  acquaintance  with  the  scalterHl 
royalists  enables  him  to  gain  the  most  ace  mate  in  td- 
ligenee.  Hispridein  Iheextentof  hiscotieuiondench 
snd  the  complication  of  his  plots  and  ■caemca  fiu 
your  Majcsiy  Bserrice,  isindtcdiheveryfbod  he  lives 
upon;  but  his  sagnciiy  isequsl  to  his  vanity.  1  te- 
pone,  besides,  the  utmost  fiiith  In  Jolillc.  Of  myfallM 
and  sister  I  would  ear  nnlhingi  yet  I  would  no( 
without  reason,  extend  the  knowledge  of  your  Mv** 
(y's  person  fnrtbwthan  it  is  indispensably  necessary." 

"Is  it  handsome  in  mc."  said  Charles,  paiisinn 
"to  withliold  my  full  confidence  from  Sir  HeniT 
LceT" 

"  Your  Majesty  heard  of  his  almost  death-swooa 
of  last  night— what  would  agitate  him  most  deeply 
must  nol  bo  hastily  communicated," 

"True;  but  are  we  sale  from  a  in'sit  of  the  red- 
conb— they  have  them  in  Woodstock  aa  well  as  in 
Oxford r'  said  Chartca. 

"Dr.  RochGclitTe  says,  not  Dnwiacly,"  answered 
Loc,  "that  il  is  best  Billing  nejir  ihe  fire  when  tlM 
chimney  smokes;  and  that  Woodstock,  so  lately  in 
possession  of  thcseqiir>ilraiors,aud  still  in  Ihe  vicinitj 
of  the  soldiers,  will  lie  less  suspected,  and  more  cars- 
lessly  searched,  than  more  distant  eomers,  which 
miglit  Bi-eni  lo  promise  more  safciy.  Besides,"  ha 
added,     Roohei^litli;  is  in  passession  of  curious  aotl 


of  Bi^tt 


d^u! 


hat  MislresB  Alice  Lee  is  the 


■■  IS  the  daiighii 
ih««iHerof  in 


Woodstock,  highly  favi 


to  your  Mojcsi y's  being 
■  — ' — ^  dnys,  till  shif- 


ts my  Ikiihiul  Bubjeeland  host,  and  ih««iUero7  mi'    ping  is  provided.    The  Parliament,  or  usutping 
guideandpreserver.— Come,  come,  Albert,"  he  sddeii,    ed  of  Stale,  had  sent  down  «ijue»t rotors,  who i 


-.- jrslly  frank  i 

ou  forget  how  long  I  have  been 

n,  and  night 


nouathoughlihanjuat  to  MSB  away  the  lime:  and]  '  panlad  awarrani  of  possession  loC 
(orgct  too,  ihat  you  araof  the  old-fashioned  IEbkUsIi  I  had  only  uted  it  for  [he  purpose  of 


id  frighletied  out  of  th 
'idabie  V^fPe^'ci^m  wt^' ba 
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uncle  in  the  Lodge,  and  who  kept  watch  in  p<>rm)n  at 
the  little  borough,  to  aec  that  Sir  Henry  was  not  dia- 
nirbed." 

**What!  Mistress  Alice's  Colonel?"  said  theKinff— 

"that  sounds  alamiins;— for  grant  that  he  keeps  the 

other  ftrUows  at  bay,  think  you  not.  Master  Albert,  he 

will  have  a  hundred  errands  a-day  to  bring  him 

herf  in  person  ?" 

"Dr.  RocheclifTe  says,"  answered  Lee,  "the  treaty 
between  Sir  Henry  and  his  nephew  binds  the  latter 
DOC  to  approach  the  Lodge,  unless  invit«l ;— indeed,  it 
%ts  not  without  great dimculty,  and  strongly  arguing 
tb'  good  consequences  it  might  produce  tu  vour  Ma- 
>st}':i  cause,  that  my  father  could  be  provailed  on  to 
occupy  Woud&tock  at  all :  but  be  a.dsured  ho  will  be  in 
DO  buiry  to  send  an  invitation  to  the  Colonel." 

~  And  be  you  nssiued  that  the  Colonel  will  come 
vitbout  waiting  for  one,"  said  Charles.  "Folk  can- 
not judge  ri^tly  where  sisters  arc  concerned— they 
i.-e  too  Liniiliar  with  the  magnet  to  judgo  of  its  powers 
of  attraction.  Everard  will  be  here,  as  if  drawn  by 
car.-ropes — fetters,  not  to  talk  of  promises,  will  not 
bold  hixn — and  then,  raelhinks,  we  are  in  some  dan- 

■"I  hope  not,"  said  Albert.  "In  the  first  place,  I 
kr.ow*  Mark  ham  is  a  slave  to  his  word ;  besides,  were 
enr  chance  to  bring  him  here,  I  think  I  coulu  pass 
Tuur  Majestv  upon  nim  without  difficulty,  as  Louis 
Eem(?guy.  Then,  although  my  cousin  and  I  have  not 
been  on  itood  terins  for  these  some  years,  I  believe 
hju  incapable  of  betraying  vour  Majesty;  and  lastly, 
i  I  saw  the  least  danger  of  it,  I  would,  were  he  ten 
intti  the  son  of  my  mother's  sister,  run  my  sword 
tbMidi  his  body,  ere  he  had  time  to  execute  liis  pur- 
pose. 

"^Thfre  in  but  another  question,"  said  Charles, 
"ind  I  will  release  you,  Albert :— You  seem  to  think 
TOfzwelf  secure  from  search.  It  maybe  poj  bui^  in 
ujv  Mtber  country,  this  tale  of  gohlins  which  is  fH'in^ 
about  would  bring  down  priests  and  ministers  ofjus- 
itx  10  examine  the  reality  of  the  stor>',  and  mobs  of 
idkpnople  to  satisfy  their  curiosity." 

"Respeciins  the  first,  sir,  we  hope  and  understand 
ib«  Colonel  Kvcrard's  influence  will  prevent  any  iiu- 
ineciiite  inquiry,  for  the  sake  of  pre:<ervii]g  undisturbed 
the  peace  of  His  uncle's  family;  and  as  for  any  one 
cuminR  without  some  sort  of  authority,  the  whole 
Du^bours  have  so  much  love  and  fear  of  my  father, 
tDdfere,  bcsiiles,  so  horribly  alarmed  about  theiroblins 
of  Woodstock,  that  four  will  silrnoc  curiosity. 

"On  the  whole,  then,"  said  Charles,  "  the  chances 
of  saftry  seem  to  be  in  favour  of  the  plan  wc  have 
idopted.  which  is  all  I  can  hope  for  m  a  condition 
where  absolute  safety  is  out  of  the  question.  The 
Bishop  recommended  Dr.  llocheclific  as  one  of  the 
in-:«i  ingenious,  Ixildest,  and  most  loyal  sons  of  the 
Church  oi  Cnglund ;  you,  Albert  L«^e,  have  marked 
Tuur  fidrhty  by  a  hundnxl  proofr.  To  you  and  your 
Ijcal  knowloH^e  I  submit  invs<:lf.  And  now,  prepare 
(Hit  arms— alive  I  will  not  be  taken; -yet  I  will  not 
bc'.icve  that  a  Hon  of  the  King  of  KiiglanH,  and  heir 
of  h'.r  throne,  could  be  destined  to  danger  in  his  own 
palace,  and  undf  r  the  guard  of  the  loyal  Lees." 

.Albert  Leo  laid  piotols  and  swords  in  readiness  by 
die  Kin;r»  txd  and  his  own;  and  Charles,  after  some 
phght  apology,  took  his  place  in  the  lan^r  and  better 
beoTwirh  a  sigh  of  pleasure,' as  from  one  who  had 
Dot  lately  cnjoyr-d  such  nn  indulgence.  He  bid  goorl 
night  to  nis  faithful  attendant,  wiio deposited  himself 
on  his  truckle ;  and  both  monarch  and  subject  were 
soon  fast  asicep. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

Give  Sir  ?iicholu  Ttirrlkeld  praise  : 
Hc«r  it,  ^uil  man.  old  in  dayi. 
Thou  tiv«f  ofaurcournnd  or  rest 
To  ihiii  r^'unv  liird  that  waj  dintreia'd  ; 
Bi*n«atli  ihjr  branclK-H  lie  did  iilay ; 
And  ho  was  free  Vi  vport  and  plar. 
WheD  fftlcona  were  abroad  for  rrrjr. 

Wordsworth. 


Tbx  fugitive  Prince  slept,  in  spite  of  danger,  with 
the  profound  repose  which  youth  and  fatigue  inspire. 
Bai  ths  young  cavalier,  hii  guide  and  guard,  spent  a 


more  restless  night,  starting  from  time  to  time,  and 
listening;  anxious,  notwithstanding  Doctor  Roche- 
cliffe's  assurancis,  to  procure  yet  more  particular 
knowledge  concerning  the  state  of  things  aroimd 
them,  than  he  had  l>ecn  yet  able  to  collect. 

He  rose  rarl v  after  daybreak ;  but  although  he 
moved  with  as  little  noise  as  was  possible,  the  slum- 
bers of  the  haunted  Prince  were  easily  disturbed. 
He  started  up  in  his  bed,  and  asked  if  there  was  any 
alarm. 

"  None,  please  your  Majesty,"  rephed  Lee ;  "  only, 
thinking  on  the  quef-tiuns  your  Alajosty  was  asking 
last  night,  and  the  various  chances  there  are  of  your 
Majesty's  safety  being  endangered  from  unforeseen 
accidents,  I  thou£;ht  of  going  thus  early,  both  to 
communicate  with  Doctiir  IlocheclifTe,  and  to  keep 
such  a  look-out  as  befits  the  pla(;e,  where  are  lodged 
for  the  time  the  fortunes  of  England.  I  fear  I  must 
request  of  your  Ma.iesty,  for  your  own  gracious  secu- 
rity, that  you  have  tiic  goodness  to  condescend  to 
secure  the  door  with  your  own  hand  after  I  go  out." 
"  Oh,  talk  not  to  Majesty,  for  Heaven's  sake,  dear 
Albert !''  onswered  tiie  poor  King,  endcavounng  in 
vain  to  put  on  a  nart  of  his  clothes  in  order  to  tra- 
verse the  room.—  'When  a  King's  doublet  and  hose 
are  so  ragged  that  he  can  no  more  find  his  way  into 
them  than  he  could  have  travell(:d  through  the  forest 
of  Deane  without  a  guide.  ;;ood  faith,  there  should 
be  an  end  of  3Iaie««fv,  until  it  chances  to  be  better  ac- 
commodated. Besides,  there  is  the  chance  of  these 
big  words  bolting  out  at  unawares,  when  there  are 
cars  to  hear  them  whom  we  might  think  dangi-rous." 
"  Your  commands  shall  be  obeyed,"  said  Lte,  who 
had  now  succeedetl  in  opening  the  door ;  from  which 
he  took  his  departure^  leaving  the  King,  who  had 
hustled  along  the  floor  for  that  punjose,  with  his 
dress  wofully  ill  arrang(?d,  to  make  it  fa.*»t  again  be- 
hind him,  and  begging  him  in  no  case  to  open  to  any 
one,  unless  he  or  Rocheclille  were  of  the  party  who 
summoned  him. 

Alht  rt  then  set  out  in  quest  of  Doctor  RocheclifTe' s 
apartment,  which  was  only  known  to  himself  and 
the  faithful  Jolifft*,  and  had  at  diff*erciit  limes  ac- 
commodated that  steady  churchman  with  a  place  of 
concealment,  when,  from  his  bold  and  busy  temper, 
which  Icti  him  into  the  most  extensive  and  hazardous 
machinations  on  the  King's  behalf,  he  had  been 
strictly  sought  after  by  the  opposite  party.  Of  late^ 
the  inquest  after  him  had  died  entirely  away,  as  he 
had  prudently  withdrawn  himself  from  the  scene  of 
his  intrigues.  Since  the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Wor- 
cester, he  had  been  afloat  again,  and  more  active 
than  ever;  and  had^  by  friends  and  correspondents, 

and  eppecially  th»i  Bishoj)  of ,  been  the  means  of 

directing  the  King's  flight  towards  Woodstock, 
although  it  was  not  until  the  vrr>'  day  of  his  arrival 
that  he  could  promise  him  a  safe  reception  at  that 
ancient  mansion. 

Albert  Lee,  though  he  revered  both  the  undaunted 
spirit  and  ready  resources  of  the  bustling  and  in- 
triguing churchman,  felt  he  had  not  been  enabled  by 
him  to  answer  some  of  Charles's  questions  yester- 
night, in  a  way  so  dii:tinct  as  one  trusted  with  the 
Kmg's  safety  ought  to  have  doiu-;  uf/i  it  was  now 
his  object  to  make  himself  personally  arquainted,  if 
possible,  with  the  various  bearings  of  so  weighty  a 
matter,  as  became  a  man  on  whom  so  much  of  the 
rcsponsibilitv'  was  likely  to  descend. 

Even  his  local  knowk-dg«>  was  scarce  adequate  to 
find  the  Doctor's  secn^t  apartment,  had  he  not  traced 
his  way  after  a  genial  flavour  of  roasted  game  through 
divers  blind  passages,  and  up  and  down  certain  very 
us^^less  stairs,  through  cupboards  and  hatchways,  and 
so  forth,  to  a  species  of  sanctum  sanctoruni.  where 
Jocehne  Jolifle  was  ministtTing  to  the  good  doctor  a 
solemn  breakfast  of  wild-fowl  wiih  a  cup  of  small 
beer  stirred  with  a  f^prig  of  roneinary.  which  Doctor 
Rochccliffe  preferred  to  all  strong  p«>i»nwns.  Beside 
him  sat  FSevis  on  his  tail,  Blolihcrmg  and  lookmg 
amiable,  movi^l  by  the  ran*  siiielj  of  the  breakfast, 
which  had  quite  overcome  his  nativedignity  of  dispo- 
sition. ,  ,•  ,  . 
The  chamber  in  which  the  doctor  had  established 
himself  was  a  little  octangular  room,  with  walls  of 
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^reat  thicknees,  within  which  werefid>ricated  various 
issues,  leading  r.i  difierent  directions,  and  communi- 
cating with  different  parts  of  the  building.  Around 
him  were  packages  with  arms,  and  near  him  one 
small  barrel,  as  it  seemed,  of  gunpowder;  many  pa- 
pers in  different  parcels,  and  several  keys  for  corres- 
pondence in  cipher;  two  or  three  scrolls  covered  with 
nieroglyphics  were  also  beside  him,  which  Albert  took 
Ibr  plans  of  nativity ;  and  various  models  of  machine- 
ly,  m  which  Doctor  Rochecllffe  was  an  adept  There 
were  also  tools  of  various  kinds,  masks,  cloaksL  and 
a  dark  lantern,  and  a  number  of  other  indescribable 
trinkets  belonging  to  the  trade  of  a  daring  plotter  in 
dangerous  times.  Last  there  was  a  casket  with 
gold  and  silver  coin  of  difierent  countries,  which  was 
left  carele<»ly  open,  as  if  it  were  the  least  of  Doctor 
Roctiecliffe's  concern,  although  his  habits  in  general 
announced   narrow    circumstances,   if   not    actual 

gDverty.  Close  by  the  divine's  plate  lay  a  Bible  and 
rayerbook,  with  some  proof-sheets,  as  they  are 
technically  called,  seemingly  fresh  from  the  press. 
There  was  also  ivithin  the  reach  of  his  hand  a  dirk, 
or  Scottish  poniard,  a  powder-horn,  and  a  musketoon, 
or  blunderbuss,  with  a  pair  of  handsome  pocket-pis- 
tols. In  the  midst  of  this  miscellaneous  collection, 
the  doctor  sat  eating  his  breakfast,  with  great  appe- 
tite, as  little  dismayed  by  the  various  imnlements  of 
danger  around  him,  as  a  workman  is  wnen  accus- 
tomed to  the  perils  of  a  gunpowder  manufactory. 

**  Soh,  young  gentleman,  he  said,  getting  up  and 
extending  his  hand,  "  are  you  come  to  breakfast  with 
me  in  good  fellowship,  or  to  spoil  my  meal  this  morn- 
ing, as  you  Wid  my  supper  last  nignt,  by  asking  un- 
timely questions  T* 

"  I  wul  pick  a  bone  with  you,  with  all  my  heart," 
■aid  Albert ;  "  and  if  you  please,  doctor,  I  would  ask 
■ome  questions  which  seem  not  quite  untimely." 

So  saying,  he  sat  down,  and  assisted  the  doctor  in 
giving  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  a  brace  of  wild- 
ducks  and  a  leash  of  teal.  Bevis.  who  maintained 
his  place  with  great  patience  and  insinuation,  had 
his  share  of  a  collop,  which  was  also  placed  on  the 
well-fiiraishedboara;  for,  like  most  high-bred  dogs, 
be  declined  eating  waterfowl. 

**  Come  hither,  then.  Albert  Lee,"  said  the  doctor, 
laying  down  his  knife  and  fork,  and  plucking  the 
towel  from  his  throat,  so  soon  as  Joccline  was  with- 
drawn; "thou  art  still  the  hitti^  lad  thou  wert  when 
I  was  thy  tutor— never  satLsHed  with  having  got  a 
grammar  rule,  but  always  persecuting  me  with  ques- 
tioris  why  the  rule  stood  so,  and  not  otherwise — over- 
curious  after  information  which  thou  couldst  not 
comprehend,  as  Bevis  slobbered  and  whined  for  the 
duck-wing,  which  he  could  not  eat." 

"I  hope  vou  will  find  me  more  reasonable,  doctor," 
artswered  Albert ;  "  and  at  the  same  time,  that  you 
will  recollect  I  am  not  now  sub /erula^hui  am  placed 
in  circumstances  where  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  act 
upon  the  ipse  dixit  of  any  man,  unless  my  own  judg- 
ment be  convinced.  I  shall  deserve  richly  lo  be 
hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered,  should  any  misfortune 
haopcn  by  my  mi9£;overnment  in  this  business." 

And  it  is  therefore,  Albert,  that  I  would  have  thee 
trust  the  whole  to  me,  without  interferini?.  Thou 
sayst.  forsootn*  thou  art  not  sub  ferula;  but  recol- 
lect that  while  you  have  been  fi;;hting  in  the  field.  I 
have  been  plotting  in  the  studv— that  1  know  all  the 
combinations  of  the  King's  friends,  ay,  and  all  the 
motions  of  his  eriemies,  as  well  as  a  spider  knows 
every  mesh  of  his  web.  Think  of  my  experience, 
man.  Not  a  cavalier  in  the  land  but  has  heard  of 
Rochecllffe  the  Plotter.  I  have  been  a  main  limb  in 
every  thing  that  has  been  attempted  since  forty- 
two— penned  declarations,  conducted  correspondence, 
communicated  with  chiefs,  recruited  followers,  com- 
missioned arms,  levied  money,  appointed  rendez- 
voust>8.  I  was  in  the  Western  Rising;  and  before 
that,  in  the  City  Petition,  and  in  Sir  John  Owen's 
stir  in  Wales ;  in  short,  almost  in  every  pk>t  for  the 
King  since  Torokins  and  Challoner's  matter." 

"  But  were  not  all  these  plots  unsuccessful  V  said 
Albert:  "and  were  not  Tomkins  and   Cballoner 
hanged,  doctor  V 
**Ye0|  my  young  friend,**  answered  the  doctor, 


gravely,  **  as  many  others  have  beeo  with  whom  I 
have  acted  :  but  only  because  they  did  not  follow  my 
advice  implicitly.  You  never  neaid  that  I  was 
hanged  myself.*'^ 

**The  time  may  come,  doctor,"  said  Albert;  *'The 
pitcher  goes  oft  to  the  well— The  proverb,  as  my  la- 
ther would  say,  is  somewhat  musty.  But  L  too,  nave 
some  confidence  in  my  own  judgment ;  ana.  much  aa 
I  honour  the  church,  I  carmot  aitos^ther  subscribe  to 
passive  obedience.  I  will  tell  you  m  one  word  what 
points  I  must  have  explanation  on ;  and  it  will  re- 
main with  you  to  give  it,  or  to  return  a  message  to 
the  King  that  you  will  not  explain  your  plan;  in 
which  case,  if  he  acts  by  my  advice,  he  will  Inve 
Woodstock,  and  resume  lus  purpose  of  getting  to  the 
coast  without  delay." 

"Well,  then,"  said  the  doctor,  "thoa  Bospicioaa 
monster,  make  thy  demands,  and,  if  they  be  such  aa 
I  can  answer  without  betraying  confidence,  I  will  le- 
ply  to  them.'* 

In  the  first  place,  then,  what  is  all  this  stonr  about 
ghosts,  and  witchcrafts,  and  apparitions  1  and  do  yoo 
consider  it  as  safe  for  his  Maiesty  to  stay  in  a  houae 
subject  to  such  visitations,  real  or  pretended  7" 

"You  must  be  satisfied  with  my  answer  inyerho 
tcfcerdotis—xYte  circumstances  you  allude  to  will  not 
give  the  least  annoyance  to  Woodstock  during  tiie 
King's  residence.  I  cannot  explain  farther ;  bat  for 
this  I  will  be  bound,  at  the  risk  of  my  neck." 

"  Then,"  said  Lee,  "  we  must  take  Doctor  Roche- 
cliffe's  bail  that  the  devil  will  keep  the  peace  towarda 
our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King— good.  Now  there 
lurked  about  this  house  the  greater  part  of  yesterday, 
and  perhaps  slept  here,  a  fellow  called  Tomkina— a 
bitter  Independent,  and  a  secretaiy^r  clerk,  or  son>^ 
thing  or  otner,  to  the  regicide  dog  Desborough.  The 
man  is  well  known— a  wild  ranter  in  rdigiotts  opi- 
nions, but  in  private  affairs  far-sighted,  cunning,  and 
interested  even  as  any  rogue  of  tnem  alL'* 

"  Be  assured  we  will  avail  ourselves  of  his  crazy 
£inaticism  to  mislead  his  wicked  cunning ; — a  chila 
may  lead  a  hog  if  it  has  wit  to  fasten  a  cord  to  the 
ring^in  its  nose."  replied  the  doctor. 

^'You  may  be  deceived,"  said  Albert^  "  the  fuga 
has  many  such  as  this  fellow,  whose  views  of  tbe 
spiritual  and  temporal  worid  are  so  different,  that 
they  resemble  the  eyes  of  a  squinting  man ;  one  ol 
which,  oblique  and  distorted,  sees  nothing  but  die 
end  of  his  nose,  while  the  other,  instead  of  partaking 
the  same  defect,  views  strongly,  aharnly,  and  acutely, 
whatever  is  subjected  to  its  scrutiny.'^ 

"  But  we  will  put  a  patch  on  the  better  eye,"  said 
the  doctor,  "and  he  shall  only  be  allowed  to  q>ecii- 
late  with  the  imperfect  optic.  You  must  know,  this 
fellow  has  always  seen  the  greatest  number,  and  the 
most  hideous  apparitions ;  he  has  not  the  courage  of 
a  cat  in  such  matters,  thout*h  atout  enough  y,  hen  he 
hath  temporal  antagomsts  before  him.  \  nave  placed 
him  under  the  charge  of  Joccline  Joliffe,  woo,  be- 
twixt pl>ing  him  with  sack  and  ghost-stories,  wonld 
make  hini  mcapable  of  knowing  what  was  doDe^  if 
you  were  to  proclaim  the  King  in  his  presence." 
"But  why  keep  such  a  fellow  here  at  all  7" 
"  Oh,  sir,  content  you ;— he  lies  leaguer,  as  a  aort  of 
ambassador  for  his  worthy  masters,  and  we  are 
secure  from  any  intrusion  so  long  as  they  set  all  tba 
news  of  Woodstock  from  trosty  Tomkins.'' 

"I  know  of  Joceline's  honesty  well,"  said  Albert ; 
"  and  if  he  can  assure  me  that  he  will  keep  a  watdi  ' 
over  this  fellow,  I  will  so  far  trust  in  him.  He  doea 
not  know  the  depth  of  the  stake,  'tis  true,  but  that 
my  life  is  concerned  will  be  quite  enough  to  keep 
him  vigilant.— Well,  then,  1  proceed  ;— What  if 
Markham  Rverard  comes  down  on  us?" 

"We  have  his  word  to  the  contrary,"  answered 
Rochcchfle— "  his  word  of  honour  transmitted  by 
his  friend  \—lio  you  think  it  likely  he  will  break  it?" 
"I  hold  him  incapable  of  doins  so,"  answered 
Albert;  "and,  besiaes,  I  think  Markham  would 
make  no  bad  use  of  any  thing  which  might  come 
to  his  knowledge— Yet  '€iod  forbid  we  moidd  be 
under  the  necessity  of  trusting  any  who  ever  wore 
the  Parliament's  colours  in  a  matter  of  such  dear 
coocemment  I" 
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"AmenT'  said  the  doctor.-  "Are  four  doubts 
aJeoced  nowT' 

"I  still  have  an  obiectioD."  said  Albert,  "to  ven- 
der impudent  rakehelly  fiBllow,  styling  himself  a 
cavalier,  who  pushed  nimself  on  our  company  last 
night,  and  nmed  my  father's  heart  by  a  story  of 
the  storm  of  Brentlord,  which  I  daie  say  the  rogue 
never  saw." 

**  Yoa  mistake  him.  dear  Albert,"  replied  Roche- 
difb— "Roeer  Wildrake,  although  till  of  late  I  only 
knew  him  oy  name,  is  a  gentleman,  was  bred  at  the 
loos  of  Court,  and  spent  his  estate  in  the  King's 


"  Or  rather  in  the  devil's  service,"  said  Albert  "  It 
is  such  fellows  as  he,  who,  sunk  from  the  license  of 
their  military  habits  into  idle  debauched  ruffians,  in- 
fest the  land  with  riots  and  robberies,  brawUn  hedge 
akhouses  and  cellars  where  strong  waters  are  sold  at 
midnighL  and^  with  their  deep  oaths,  their  hot  loy- 
alty, and  their  drunken  valour,  make  decent  men 
abominate  the  very  name  of  cavalier." 

**Alas!"  said  the  doctor,  "it  is  but  too  true;  but 
what  can  you  expect  1  when  the  higher  and  more 
onalified,  classes  are  broken  down  and  mingled  un- 
disbngniahably  with  the  lower  orders,  they  are  apt 
to  loae  the  most  valuable  marks  of  their  qualitjr  in 
the  general  confusion  of  morals  and  manners^-just 
as  a  handful  of  silver  medals  will  become  defaced 
and  discoloured  if  jumbled  about  among  the  vulgar 
copper  coin.  Even  the  prime  medal  of  all,  which 
we  royalists  would  so  willingly  wear  next  our  very 
hearts,  has  not,  perhaps,  entirely  escaped  some  de- 
terioration— But  let  other  tongues  than  mina  speak 
on  that  subject" 

Albert  Lee  paused  deeply  after  having  heard  these 
communications  on  the  part  of  Rocheclifie.— "Doc- 
tor," he  said,  "  it  is  generally  agreed,  even  by  some 
who  think  you  may  occasionally  have  been  a 
little  over  busy  in  putting  men  upon  dangerous 
actions" 

"May  God  foigive  them  who  entertain  so  false  an 
opinion  of  me !"  said  the  doctor. 

"  That,  nevertheless,  you  have  done  and 

waSsreA  more  in  the  King's  behalf  than  any  man  of 
your  function." 

"They  do  me  but  justice  there,"  said  Doctor 
Bocbeclme— "  absolute  justice." 

"  I  am  therefore  disposed  to  abide  by  your  opinion, 
i£  all  things  considered,  you  think  it  safe  that  we 
should  remain  at  Woodstock."  .  . 

"That  is  not  the  question,"  answered  the  divine. 

"And  what  is  the  question,  theni"  replied  the 
yoongsoldier. 

"whether  any  safer  course  can  be  poirited  out. 
I  grieve  to  sayt  that  the  question  must  be  compara- 
tive, as  to  the  point  of  option.  Absolute  safety  ie— 
alas  the  while !— out  of  the  question  on  all  sides.  Now, 
I  say  Woodstock  is.  fencea  and  guarded  as  at  present, 
by  far  the  most  preferable  place  of  concealment." 

"Enough,"  replied  Albert  "1  give  up  to  you  the 
question,  as  to  a  person  whoso  knowledge  of  such 
important  aiTaira,  not  to  mention  your,  age  and  expe- 
rience, 19  more  intimate  and  extensive  than  mine 
can^" 

"Tou  do  well,"  answered  Rocheclifie;  "and  if 
others  had  acted  with  the  like  distrust  of  their  own 
knowledge,  and  confidence  in  competent  persons, 
it  had  been  better  for  the  a^e.  Thjs  makes  Under- 
standing bar  himself  up  within  his  fortalise,  and 
Wit  betake  himwlf  to  his  high  tower."  (Here  he 
looked  around  hia  cell  with  an  air  of  self-compla- 
eence.)  The  wise  man  fbreseeth  the  tempest,  and 
hideth  himself." 

*'  Doctor,"  said  Albert,  "  let  our  foresight  serve 
others  far  more  precious  than  either  of  us.— Let  me 
a^  yon,  if  you  have  well  considered  whether  our  pre- 
doQs  charge  should  remain  in  society  with  the  faniily, 
or  betake  himself  to  some  of  the  more  huiden  comers 
of  the  housed" 

"  Ham !"  said  the  Doctor,  with  an  air  of  deep  re- 
flection—" I  think  he  will  be  safest  as  Loms  Kemeguy, 
keaanjg  himself  close  beside  you" 

"i  lear  it  will  be  necessary,"  added  Albert,  "that 
I  scout  abroad  a  little,  and  show  myself  in  aome  dis- 


tant part  of  the  country.  lest,  coming  here  in  quest  of 
m&  they  should  find  higher  game." 

"Pray  do  not  interrupt  me— Keeping  himself  dose 
beside  you  or  your  father,  in  or  near  to  Victor  Lee's 
apartment,  from  which  you  are  aware  he  can  make  a 
ready  escape,  should  danger  approach.— This  occurs 
to  me  as  best  for  the  present— I  hope  to  hear  of  the 
vessel  to-day-^to-morrow  at  farthest" 

Albert  Lee  bid  the  active  hut  opinionated  man  good- 
morrow  ;  admiring  how  this  species  of  intrigue  had 
become  a  sort  of  element  in  which  the  doctor  seemed 
to  enjov  himself^  notwithstandii^  all  that  the  poet 
has  said  concermng  the  horrore  which  intervene  be- 
tMrixt  the  conception  and  execution  of  a  conspiracy. 
In  returning  fit)m  Doctor  Rochecltffe's  sanctuary, 
he  met  with  Jocelioe,  who  was  anxiously  seeking  hinL 
"  The  young  Scotch  gentleman,"  he  said,  in  a  my»> 
terious  manner.  "  has  arisen  from  bed,  and,  heann^ 
me  pass,  he  called  me  into  his  apartment" 
"Well,"  replied  Albert  "I  will  see  him  presently.** 
"And  he  asked  me  for  fresh  Unen  and  clothes. 
Now,  sir.  he  is  like  a  man  who  is  quite  accuatomed  to 
be  obeyed,  so  I  gave  him  a  suit  which  happened  to  be  in 
a  wardrobe  in  the  west  tower,  and  some  of  your  linen 
to  conform ;  and  when  he  was  dressed,  he  com- 
mended me  to  show  him  to  the  presence  of  Sir  Henry 
Lee  and  my  young  lady.— I  would  have  said  some- 
thing, sir,  about  waitinff  till  you  came  back,  but  he 
gulled  me  good-naturedly  by  the  hair,  (as,  indeed,  he 
as  a  rare  numour  of  his  owil)  and  told  me,  he  was 
guest  to  Master  Albert  Lee,  and  not  his  prisoner  ^-flo^ 
sir,  though  I  thought  you  mi^ht  be  displeased  with  me 
for  giving  him  the  means  or  stirring  abroad,  and  per- 
haps being  seen  by  those  who  should  not  see  him, 
what  could  I  say  7' 

"  You  are  a  sensible  fellow,  Joceline,  and  coinpre- 
hend  always  what  is  recommended  to  you.— ThUi 
youth  will  not  be  controlled,  I  fear,  by  either  of  us ; 
out  we  must  look  the  closer  after  hts  safety— Yon 
keep  your  watch  over  that  prying  fellow  the  stew 
ard?''^ 

"  Trust  him  to  my  care— on  that  side  have  no  fear. 
—But  ah,  sir!  I  would  we  had  the  young  Scot  in 
his  old  clothes  again,  for  the  riding-suit  of  yours 
which  he  now  wean  hath  set  him  oft  in  other-gueis 
fashion." 

From  the  manner  in  which  theiaithful  dependent 
expressed  himself,  Albert  saw  that  he  suspected  who 
the  Scottish  page  in  reality  was ;  yet  he  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  acknowledge  to  him  a  fact  of  such  hn- 
portaoce,  secure  as  he  was  equally  of  his  fidelity, 
whether  explicitly  trusted  to  the  fydl  extent,  or  left  to 
his  own  conjectures.  Full  of  anxious  thought  ^ 
went  to  the  apartment  of  Victor  Lee,  in  which  Jolifie 
told  him  he  would  find  the  party  assembled.  The 
sound  of  laughter,  as  he  laid  his  hand  on  the  lock  of 
the  door  almost  made  him  start  so  singularly  did  it 
jar  with  the  doubtfrd  and  melancholy  reflections  which 
engaged  his  own  mind.  He  entered,  and  found  his 
fatnerin  high  good-humour,  laughing  and  converaing 
freely  with liis  young  charge^  whose  appearance  was, 
indeed,  so  much  changed  to  the  better  in  externals^ 
that  it  seemed  scarce  possible  a  night's  rest,  a  toilet, 
and  a  suit  of  decent  clothes^  could  have  done  so  much 
in  his  favour  in  so  short  a  time.  It  coukl  not  how- 
ever, be  imputed  to  the  mere  alteratbn  of  drsss,  al- 
though that  no  doubt  had  its  efiect  There  was 
nothing  splendid  in  that  which  Louis  Kemeguy  (we 
continue  to  call  him  by  his  assumed  name)  now  wore. 
It  was  merely  a  riding-suit  of  gray  cloth,  with  some 
silver  lace,  in  the  fashion  of  a  country  gentleman  of 
the  time.  But  it  happened  to  fit  him  very  well,  and  to 
become  hia  very  dark  complexion,  especially  as  he 
now  held  up  his  need,  and  used  the  manners,  not  only 
of  a  well-behaved  but  of  a  highlv-accomplished  gen- 
tleman. When  he  moved,  his  clumsy  and  awkward 
limp  was  exchanged  for  a  sort  of  shuffle,  which,  as  it 
might  be  the  consequence  of  a  wound  in  those  penloos 
times,  had  rather  an  interesting  than  an  ungainly 
effect.  At  least  it  was  ss  genteel  an  expression  that 
the  party  had  been  overfaard  travelled,  as  the  moot 
polite  pedestrian  could  propose  to  himselfl 

'The  features  of  the  Wanderer  were  hareh  as  even 
but  his  red  ahodk  peruke,  ibr  such  it  proved,  was  laid 
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wide^  his  sable  elf-locks  were  trained,  by  a  little  of 
Joceline's  assistance,  into  curls,  and  his  fine  black 
^es  shone  from  among  the  shade  of  these  curls,  and 
corresponded  \nlh  the  animated,  though  not  hand- 
some, character  of  the  whole  head.  In  his  conver- 
sation, ha  had  laid  aside  all  the  coarseness  of  dialect 
which  he  had  so  strongly  aflectod  on  the  preceding 
evening;  and  although  he  continued  to  speak  a  little 
Scotch,  for  the  support  of  his  character  as  a  young 
gentleman  of  that  nation,  yet  it  was  not  in  a  degree 
which  rendered  his  speech  cither  uncouth  or  unintel- 
ligible^ but  merelsr  afforded  a  certain  Doric  tinge 
sssential  to  the  personage  he  represented.  No  person 
on  earth  could  better  understand  the  society  in  which 
he  moved ;  exile  had  made  him  acquainted  with  life 
in  all  its  shades  and  varieties^his  spirits,  if  not  uni- 
form, were  elastic— he  had  that  species  of  Epicurean 
philosophy,  which,  even  in  the  most  extreme  diffi- 
culties and  dangers,  can  in  an  interval  of  ease,  how- 
ever brie£  avail  itself  of  the  enjoyments  of  the 
moment— he  was,  in  short,  in  youth  and  misfortune. 
as  afterwards  in  his  regal  condition,  a  good-humoured 
but  hard-hearted  voluptuary— wise,  save  where  his 
passions  intervened-Toeneficcnt,  save  when   prodi- 

Sility  had  deprived  him  of  the  means,  or  prejudice  of 
e  wish,  to  confer  benefits— his  faults  such  as  might 
often  have  drawn  down  hatred,  but  that  they  were 
mingled  with  so  much  urbanity,  that  the  injured  per- 
son ifelt  it  impossible  to  retain  the  full  sense  of  liis 
wrongs. 

Albert  Lee  foimd  the  party,  consisting  of  his  father, 
(rister,  and  the  supposed  pag&  seated  by  the  breakfost- 
table^  at  which  he  also  took  his  place.  He  was  a 
pensive  and  anxious  beholder  of  what  passed,  while 
the  page,  who  had  abrcady  completely  gained  the 
heart  ot  the  good  old  cavalier,  by  mini ickinz  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Scottish  divines  preached  in  favour 
of  Ma  gude  Lord  Marquis  of  Argy'le  and  the  Solenm 
League  and  Covenant,  was  now  endeavouring  to  in- 
terest the  fair  Alice  by  such  anecdotes,  partly  of  war- 
like and  perilous  adventure,  as  possessed  tiie  same  de- 
gree of  interest  for  the  female  ear  which  they  have  had 
ever  since  Desdemona's  days.  But  it  was  not  only 
of  dangers  by  land  and  sea  that  the  disguised  page 
Bpoke ;  but  much  more,  and  much  oftencr,  on  foreign 
revels,  banquets,  balls,  where  the  pride  of  France,  of 
Spain,  or  of  the  Low  Countries,  was  exhibited  in  thr. 
eyes  of  their  most  eminent  beauties.  Alice  bcin^  a 
very  young  girl,  who,  in  consequence  of  the  (^ivil 
War,  had  been  almost  entirely  educated  in  the  coun- 
try, and  often  in  great  seclusion,  it  was  certainly  no 
wonder  that  she  should  listen  with  willing  ears,  and 
a  ready  smile,  to  what  the  young  gentleman,  their 
guest,  and  her  brother's  protegd,  toUl  with  so  much 
gayety,  and  mingled  with  such  a  shade  of  dangerous 
adventure,  and  occasionally  of  serious  reflection,  as 
prevented  the  discourse  from  being  regarded  as  merely 
light  and  frivolou.s. 

In  a  word.  Sir  Henry  Lee  laughed,  Alice  smiled 
from  time  to  time,  and  all  were  satisfied  but  Albert, 
who  would  himself^  however,  have  been  scarce  able 
to  allege  a  sufficient  reason  for  his  d^rcssion  of 
spirits. 

The  materials  of  breakfast  were  at  last  removed, 
under  the  active  superintendence  of  the  neat-handea 
PhoDbs,  who  looked  over  her  shoulder,  and  lingered 
more  than  once,  to  Usten  to  the  fluent  discourse  of 
their  now  guest,  whom,  on  the  preceding  evening,  she 
had.  while  in  attendance  at  supper,  accounted  one 
of  the  most  stuoid  inmates  to  whom  the  gates  of 
Woodstock  had  ocen  opened  since  the  times  of  Fair 
Rosamond. 

.  Louis  Kemeguy  then,  when  they  were  left  only  four 
in  the  chamber,  without  the  interruption  of  domes- 
tics, and  the  successive  bustle  occasioned  bv  the  dis- 
cussion and  removal  of  the  morning  meal,  became 
apparently  sensible,  that  his  friend  and  ostensible 
patron  Albert  ought  not  altogether  to  be  suffered  to 
drop  to  leeward  m  the  conversation,  while  he  was 
nimseli  successfully  engaging  the  attention  of  those 
members  of  his  family  to  whom  he  had  become  so 
recently  known.  He  went  behind  his  chair,  there- 
fore, and,  leaninj;  on  the  back,  said  with  a  good-hu- 
moured tone,  which  made  his  purpose  entirely  eligible,^ 


"Either  my  good  friend,  guide,  and  patron,  has 
heard  worse  news  this  mommg  than  he  cares  to  teli 
us,  or  he  must  have  stumbled  over  my  tattered  jeikin 
and  leathern  hose,  and  acquired,  by  contact,  the 
whole  mass  of  stupidity  whicn  I  threw  off  last  night 
with  those  moat  dolorous  garments.  Cheer  up,  my 
dear  Colonel  Albert,  if  your  affectionate  page  may 
presume  to  say  so— you  arc  in  company  with  thoit 
whose  society,  dear  to  strangers,  must  oe  doubly  lo 
to  you.    Odds-fish,  man,  cheer  up !  I  have  seen  yoa 

§ay  on  a  biscuit  and  a  mouthful  of  w^ater-cressca 
ont  let  your  heart  fail  you  on  Rhenish- wine  and 
venison.'' 

"Dear  Louis,"  said  Albert,  rousing  himself  into 
exertion,  and  somewhat  ashamed  of  his  own  silenosL 
"  I  have  slept  worse^  and  been  astir  earlier  than  you." 

"Be  it  so,"  said  his  father;  "yet  I  hold  it  no  good 
excuse  for  your  sullen  silence.  Albert,  you  have  met 
your  sister  and  me.  so  long  separated  from  you,  lO 
anxious  on  your  behalf,  almost  like  mere  strangers, 
and  yet  you  are  returned  safe  to  us,  and  you  find  m 
YfeWy  ^       ,   ^ 

"  Returned  indeed— but  for  safety;  my  dear  father, 
that  word  must  be  a  stranger  to  us  Worcester  folk  for 
some  time.  However,  it  is  not  my  own  safety  about 
which  I  am  anxious." 

"About  whose,  then,  should  you  be  anxious 7~A11 
accounts  agree  that  the  King  is  safe  out  of  the  dog's 
jaws." 

"Not  without  some  danger,  though."  muttered 
Louis,  thinking  of  his  encounter  with  Bevis  on  the 
preceding  evenmg. 

"No,  not  without  danger,  indeed,"  echoed  the 

knight;  "but,  as  old  Will  says,— 

'  There'*  rach  divinity  doth  hedse  a  kins. 
Tliat  treacon  darca  not  peep  at  wtiat  it  would.* 

No,  no— thank  God,  that's  cared  for ;  our  Hope  and 
Fortune  is  escaped,  so  oil  news  affirm,  escaped  fiom 
Bristol— if  I  thought  otherwise,  Albert,  I  should  be  u 
sad  as  you  are.  For  the  rest  of  it,  I  have  lurked  a 
month  in  this  house  when  discovery  would  have  been 
death,  and  that  is  no  longer  since  than  after  Lord 
Holland  and  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  rising  at 
Kingston ;  and  hang  me,  if  I  thought  once  of  twist- 
ing  my  brow  into  such  a  tragic  fold  as  youn,  bat 
cocked  my  hat  at  misfortune  as  a  cavalier  ahould." 

"  If  I  might  put  in  a  word  "  said  I^uia,  "  it  wmM 
bo  to  assure  Colonel  Albert  Lee  that  I  verily  beliert 
the  King  would  think  his  own  hap,  wherever  he  ms? 
be,  much  the  worse  that  his  best  subjects  were  seina 
with  dejection  on  his  account." 

"  You  answer  boldly  on  the  king's  part,  youngman,** 
said  Sir  Henry. 

"Oh,  my  rather  was  meikle  about  the  Kitts*! 
hand,"  answered  Louis,  recollecting  his  present  cha- 
racter. 

"No  wonder,  then,"  said  Sir  Henr}',  "that  yoi 
have  so  soon  recovered  your  good  spirits  and  good 
breeding,  when  you  heard  of  nis  Majesty's  escapa 
Why,  you  are  no  more  like  the  lad  we  saw  last  nipit, 
than  the  best  hunter  I  ever  had  was  like  a  drtf* 
horse." 

"Oh,  there  is  much  in  rest,  and  food,  and 


ing,"  answered  Louis.  "  You  would  hardly  know  i1n 
tired  jade  you  dismounted  from  last  night,  when  shs 
is  brought  out  prancing  and  neighing  the  next  mont 
ing:  rested,  refreshed,  and  ready  to  start. again— «^» 
cially  if  the  brute  hatn  some  good  blood,  for  such  pick 
up  unco  fast." 

"  Well,  then,  but  since  thy  father  was  a  courtier, 
and  thou  hast  learned,  I  think,  something  of  the  trada^ 
tell  us  a  Uttle,  Master  Kernegu}',  about  him  we  lofs 
most  to  hear  about— the  Kinjg;  we  are  all  safe  sod 
secret,  you  need  not  be  afraid.  He  was  a  bopefid 
youth ;  t  trust  his  flourishing  blossom  now  gives  pro- 
mise of  fruit  ?" 

As  the  knight  spoke,  Louis  bent  his  eyes  on  ths 

Sound,  and  seemed  at  first  uncertain  what  to  answer. 
ut  admirable  at  extricating  himself  from  such  (fi- 
lemmas,  he  replied,  "That  he  really  could  not  pre- 
sume to  iK>eak  on  such  a  subject  |n  the  nresence  oibm 
patron.  Colonel  Albert  Lee,  who  must  be  a  muchbsl* 
ter  iudge  of  the  character  of  King  Charles  than  hs 
could  pretend  to  be.' 
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Albert  was  accordingly  next  assailed  by  the  knight, 
seconded  bj  Alice,  for  some  account  of  uis  Majesty's 
cbsracter. 

**I  will  speak  but  according  to  fncta,"  said  Albert ; 
"  and  then  I  must  be  acquitted  of  partiality.  If  the 
CiDg  had  not  possessed  cntcrpritie  and  military  skill, 
he  never  would  have  attempied  the  expt.'dition  to 
Worcester;— had  he  not  had  personal  courage,  he  had 
not  so  Ions;  disputed  the  battle  that  Cromwell  almost 
jjd^wd  it  lost.  That  he  pos^sesscs  prudence  and  pa- 
tience, must  be  arsued  from  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing h<;9  flight ;  and  that  he  has  the  love  of  his  subjects. 
IS  evident,  since,  necessarily  known  to  many,  he  has 
bef  T  betrayed  by  none." 

•'For  shame.  Albert!"  replied  his  sister;  "is  that 
the  way  a  frood  cavalier  doles  out  the  character  of  his 
Prince,  applying  an  instance  at  every  concession,  like 
I  Fcdiar  measurinp;  linen  with  his  rod  7— Out  upon 
fO'i !— no  wonder  you  were  beaten,  if  you  fought  as 
ooidiy  for  your  King  as  you  now  talk  for  him." 

"I  did  my  best  to  trace  a  likeness  from  what  I  have 
Kcn  and  known  of  the  original,  sister  Alice,"  replied 
faer  brother.—"  If  you  woumhave  a  fancy  portrait,  you 
ciJEt  eet  an  nrti.^tof  more  imagination  than  I  have  to 
draw  it  f"»r  you." 

~I  will  be  that  artist  myself,"  said  .A'-ce,  "and,  in 
my  portrait,  our  Monarch  snail  show  all  tuat  heou^ht 
TO  t*.  havinrr  siKh  high  pretensiims— all  that  he  must 
bi.  Sfin:?  so  loflilv  descended— all  that  I  am  sure  he 
is,i:jj  thit  every  loyal  heart  in  the  kingdom  ought  to 
W>ve  hiir.'' 

"Well  said,  .\1  ire,"  quoth  the  old  knight.— "Look 
the  J  i.pon  this  picture,  and  on  this!— Here  is  our  young 
frtn-i  shall  judge.  I  wager  my  best  nag— ihot  i."  I 
vjuli  wasrer  him  had  lone  left— th.nt  .-Vlicc  r/royes  the 
ncrier  painter  of  the  two.— My  son's  brain  is  still 
jp.ir.v.  I  think,  since  his  defeat— he  has  not  got  the 
!r»oke  of  Worcester  out  of  it.  Plague  on  thee!- a 
;i«in2  man.  and  cast  down  for  one  beating!  Had  you 
Mn  banged  twenty  times  like  me,  it  had  been  time 
tc-  look  prave.— But  come,  Alice,  forward  ;  the  colours 
m  mixed  on  your  pallet- forward  wiih  something 
ikal  shall  shovi'  likeoneof  Vandyke's  living  portraits, 
plioed  beside  the  dull  dr>'  presentation  thereof  our 
ucestor  Victor  Lee." 

A-ice.  It  muPt  be  observed,  had  been  educated  by 
hfr  father  in  the  notions  of  high,  and  even  exugpe- 
nstd  loyalrv.  which  characterized  the  cavaliers,  and 
»be  wan  really  an  enthusiast  in  the  royal  cause. 
Bat  besides",  she  was  in  jgood  spirits  at  her  bro- 
thers happy  return,  and  wished  to  prolong  the  gay 
baaiour.  :n  which  her  father  had  of  late  scarcely  ever 
i^Coleed. 

"Well  then.*'  she  said,  "though  ]  am  no  Apelles,  I 
«.[!  rr;;  to  paint  an  Alexander,  such  as  I  hope,  and  um 
dc'rrminea  to  belitve,  exists  in  the  person  of  cuir  ex- 
r^  soviTeiiJn,  soon  I  trust  to  be  restored.  And  I  will 
not  20  farther  than  his  own  family.  He  shall  .have 
•11  the  chivalroi:s  courage,  all  the  warlike  skill,  of 
HeuT  of  France,  his  grandfather,  in  order  to  plaec 
hini  on  the  throne;— all  his  benevolence,  love  of  his 
^r^rle.  patitnre  even  of  iinpleasing  advice,  sacrifice 
ef  nia  own  wishes  and  pleasun  s  to  the  commonweal. 
tnt.  Besftrd  there,  he  may  be  blest  while  living,  and 
■slin?  remem^K.•red  when  dead,  that  fur  ages  after  it 
ibll  be  thought  sacrilege  to  breathe  an  aspersion 
i^iinst  the  throne  which  ne  hasoceuoied !  Long  after 
be  is  dead,  while  there  remains  an  old  man  who  has 
ittahim,  were  the  condition  of  that  survivor  no  highir 
-inacroorri  or  a  menial,  his  age  shall  be  provided 
far  «i  the  public  charge,  and  his  gray  hairs  regarded 
*it'i  nore  djitinciion  than  an  carl's  coronet,  beraust» 
fas  remembers  ihc  second  Charles,  the  monarch  of 
tr^  heart  in  England  !'* 

Vhil*'  Wict:  spoke,  she  was  hardly  conscious  of  the 
Ptsence  of  anv  one  save  her  father  and  brother;,  for 
Mc  tv^-e  withd'rcw  h i nisolf  somewhat  from  i he  circle, 
lyi  rbtr*  was  nothing  to  rcinmd  hor  of  him.    She 


Px^iiminjr  the  vjrtues  of  a  patriot  monarch.  The 
P't^rhie^Iy  interested  in  hcrdest^npiion  held  him- 
*Vbtck.  as  we  have  snid.  ond  concealed  his  own 


features,  yet  so  as  to  preserve  a  full  view  of  the  beati- 
tiful  speaker. 

Albert  Lee,  conscious  in  whose  presence  this  eulo- 
gium  wns  prunounced,  was  much  embarrassed;  but 
his  father,  all  whose  feelings  were  flattered  by  the  pa- 
neffj-rie,  was  in  rapture. 

So  much  for  the  King,  Alice,"  he  said ;  "  and  now 
for  the  Man.'* 

"F\)r  the  man,"  replied  Alice  in  the  same  tone, 
"  m^nJ  I  wish  liini  more  than  the  paternal  virtues  of 
his  unhappy  fnthtr.  of  whom  his  worst  enemies  have 
recorded,  that  if  moral  viriiieii  and  religious  foilh  were 
to  be  selected  as  the  qua.ities  wliieh  merited  a  crown, 
no  man  could  plead  the  possession  of  them  in  a  higher 
or  more  indisputable  degree.  Temperate,  wise,  and 
frugal,  yet  munificent  in  rewarding  merit— a  friend  to 
letters  and  the  muses,  but  a  severe  discourager  of  the 
misuse"  of  such  gifts— a  worthy  gentleman — a  kind 
master— the  best  friend,  the  best  father,  the  best 
Christian" Her  voice  began  to  falter,  and  her  fa- 
ther's handkerchief  was  already  at  his  ryes. 

"He  was,  girl— he  wos!'  exclaimed  Sir  Henry; 
"but  no  more  on't,  I  churge  ye— no  mure  on't — 
enough ;— let  his  son  hut  possess  his  virtiies,  with 
better  advisers,  and  better  fortunes,  and  he  will  be 
all  that  England,  in  her  warmest  wibhes,  could  de- 
sire." 

There  was  a  pause  after  this ;  for  Alice  felt  as  if 
she  had  spoken  too  frankly  uu'l  loo  zealously,  for  her 
st'X  and  youth.  Sir  Henry  was  o,-eupi«d  in  melan- 
eholy  recolleciicms  on  the  fate  nf  his  late  sovcnign, 
while  K«.ineguy  and  his  fui-j/OFed  patron  felt  eiiibar- 
ras.Hid,  iy.-rha('S  from  a  conseiousness  that  the  real 
Charles  fell  far  short  of  his  ideal  character,  as  do- 
signed  in  such  glowing  eoKmrs.  In  some  cases,  ex- 
aggeratexl  or  unai.propriatc  praise  becomes  the  most 
sevt. re  satire. 

But  Fuch  refleetions  were  not  of  a  nature  to  be  long 
willingly  eluriefhed  by  the  pcr.«on,  to  whom  ihcy 
might  have  been  of  great  advantage.  He  ossumed  a 
tone  of  raillery,  whieh  is.  ptrhn;..*,  the  readiest  mode 
of  e.-eaping  from  the  fi'cl.ngs  of  .«elf- reproof.  "  Kveiy 
cavalier,"  he  said,  "shoulil  bend  his  knee  to  thank 
Mistress  Alice  Lre  for  having  made  such  a  flattering 
portrait  of  the  King  th»ir  mnsier,  by  laying  under 
contribution  for  his  benefit  the  virtues  of  all  his  an- 
cestors;—onlv  there  was  one  point  lie  would  not 
have  e.\pcefe(f  a  fi-male  painter  to  hive  pas.sed  over  in 
silence.  When  she  made  him,  in  right  of  his  gnind- 
father  and  father,  a  muster  of  royal  and  individual 
excellences,  why  could  she  not  have  endowid  him  at 
the  same  time  with  his  mother's  per.«:onal  charms? — 
Why  should  not  the  son  of  Henrietta  Marin,  the  fin- 
est woman  of  her  day,  add  the  rteoininf.iida  lions  of  a 
handsome  face  ond  figure  to  his  internal  nnaliiies? — 
he  had  the  «aine  hereditary  title  to  good  lol>k^»  as  to 
nif  nial  qualifications;  and  the  picture,  wiili  v'u>'h  an 
addition,  would  be  perffct  in  its  way— and  God  send 
it  might  be  a  n  semblance  I" 

"I  understand  vou.  Master  Kernegny,"  said  Alice, 
"but  I  am  no  fairy,  to  bestow;,  as  tiiosc  do  in  the 
nursery  talcs,  gifts  which  Pro\i«.ience  hasdenuil.  I 
am  woman  enough  to  have  made  inquiries  on  the 
fiihject,  and  I  know  the  general  rrp-ort  is,  that  the 
King,  to  have  bt^n  the  son  of  snch  hand3oiiie  pa- 
rents, If  unesuallv  hard-favoured." 

"Good  God,  si.-t'-rl"  said  Albert,  starling  impa- 
tientlv  from  his  seal. 

"Why,  vou  yourself  told  mc  so,"  said  Alice,  si'r- 
priscfl  al  the  iiuotion  hr  testified  ;  "  and  you  saiil" — 

"This  is  intolerable,"   mulKred  AUhtI— "I  must 
out  to  ."peak  with  Jocrline  wjihout  delay— Loui?, 
(with  an  imploiing  look  to  Kerneguy,)  "you  will 
surely  come  Willi  me?" 

"I  would  with  all  my  heart,"  said  Kcrnecuy.  smil- 
ing uialiciouply ;  "hut  you  see  how  I  sutler  still  from 
lameness.— \ay,  nay,  Albert,"  he  whiHiiTed,  resist- 
ing young  Lee's  attempts  to  prevail  on  him  to  leave 
ihe  room,  "can  vou  siqipose  I  am  fool  enough  to  be^ 
hurt  by  this  7— 6ii  the  contrary,  1  have  a  desire  ol 
profiling  by  it." 

"May  God  grant  it!"  said  Lee  to  himself,  as  he 
left  the  room—"  it  will  be  the  first  leciiire  you  ever 
profited  by;  and  the  devil  confound  the  plots  and 
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plotters  who  made  me  bring  you  to  this  place  T*    So 
saying,  he  carried  his  disconteot  forth  into  the  Park. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

For  Uwre.  the^  nr.  be  dailf  doth  freqwnt 
With  nnrMlrained  loow  companioofl : 
While  he,  roanf .  wanton,  and  effieminateboy. 
Tftkes  on  the  point  of  honour,  to  Kpport 
So  diasoluta  a  crew.— AfcAartf  IL 

Tm  conversation  which  Albert  had  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  interrupt^  flowed  on  in  the  same  course 
after  he  had  left  tne  room.  It  entertained  Louis  Ker- 
neffuy ;  for  personal  vanity,  or  an  over  sensitiveness 
to  deserved  rpprooC  were  not  among  the  faults  of  his 
character,  and  were  indeed  inooniDatible  with  an 
understanding,  which,  combined  with  more  strength 
of  principle,  steadiness  of  exertion,  and  self-denial, 
might  have  placed  Charles  high  on  the  list  of  English 
monarchs.  On  the  other  hand.  Sir  Henry  Ustened 
with  natural  delizht  to  the  noble  sentiments  uttered 
by  a  being  so  beloved  as  his  daughter.  His  own 
parts  were  rather  steady  than  brilliant ;  and  he  had 
that  species  of  imagination  which  is  not  easily  ex- 
cited without  the  action  of  another,  as  the  electrical 
globe  only  scintillatps  when  rubbed  against  its  cush- 
ion. He  was  well  pleaded,  therefore,  when  Kerneguy 
pursued  the  conversation,  bv  observing  that  Mistress 
AUce  Lee  had  not  explainea  how  the  same  good  fairy 
that  conferred  m'oral  qualities,  could  not  also  remove 
corporeal  blemishes. 

*'  You  mistake,  sir,"  said  Alice.  "  I  confer  nothing. 
I  do  but  attempt  to  paint  our  King  such  as  I  hope  he 
is — such  as  I  am  sure  he  may  be,  should  he  himself 
desire  to  be  so.  The  same  general  report  which 
speaks  of  his  countenance  as  unprepossessing,  de- 
scribes his  talents  as  being  of  the  first  order.  He 
has,  therefore,  the  means  of  arriving  at  excellence, 
should  he  cultivate  them  sedulously  and  employ 
them  usefully— should  he  rule  his  passions  ana  be 
guided  by  his  understanding.  Every  good  man  can- 
not be  wise;  but  it  is  in  the  power  of  every  wise 
man,  if  he  pleases,  to  be  as  emment  for  virtue  as  for 
talent." 

Young  Kem^^y  rose  briskly,  and  took  a  turn 
through  the  room ;  and  ere  the  knight  could  make 
any  observation  on  the  sin;;u]ar  vivacity  in  which  he 
had  indulged,  he  threw  himself  again  into  his  chair, 
and  said,  in  rather  an  altered  tone  of  voice— "It 
aeems,  then.  Mistress  Alice  Lee,  that  the  good  friends 
who  have  described  this  poor  King  to  you,  have  been 
as  unfavourable  in  their  account  of  his  morals  as  of 
his  person  T* 

"The  truth  must  be  better  known  to  you,  sir,"  said 
Alice,  "  than  it  can  be  to  me.  Some  rumours  there 
have  been  which  accuse  him  of  a  license,  which, 
whatever  allowance  flatterers  make  for  it,  does  not, 
to  siy  the  least,  become  the  son  of  the  Martyr— I 
shall  be  happy  to  have  these  contradicted  on  good 
authority." 

"  I  am  surprised  at  your  folly,"  said  Sir  Henry  Lee, 
**m  hinting  at  such  things,  .4lice ;  a  pack  of  scandal, 
invented  by  the  rascals  who  have  usurped  thegnvem- 
ment— a  thing  devised  by  the  enemy. 

"Nay,  sir,"  said  Kerneguy,  laughing,  "we  must 
not  let  our  zeal  charse  the  enemy  with  more  scandal 
than  they  actually  deserve.  Mistress  Alice  has  put 
the  Question  to  me.  I  can  only  snswer,  that  no  one 
can  be  more  devotedly  attached  to  the  King  than  I 
myself,  that  I  am  very  partial  to  his  merits  and  blind 
to  his  defects;— and  that,  in  short,  I  would  be  the 
iaat  man  in  the  worid  to  give  up  his  cause  where  it 
was  tenable.  Nevertheless,  I  must  confess,  that  if 
all  his  grandfather  of  Navarre*s  morals  have  not  de- 
scended to  him.  this  poor  King  has  somehow  inhe- 
rited a  share  or  the  specks  that  were  thought  to  dim 
the  lustre  of  that  great  Prince— that  Charles  is  a  little 
soft-hearted  or  so,  where  beauty  is  concemed.-7Do 
not  blame  him  too  severelv,  pretty  Mistress  Alice; 
when  a  man's  hard  fate  has  driven  him  among  thorns, 
it  were  surely  hard  to  prevent  him  from  trifling  with 
the  few  roses  he  may  nnd  among  them  ?" 

Alice,  who  probably  thought  tne  conversation  had 
gone  far  enough,  rose  while  Master  Ceroeguy  was 
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._king,  and  was  leaving  the  room  before  he  had 

ished,  without  apparently  hearing  the  interrogation 

wiih  which  he  concluded.  Her  lather  approved  of 
her  departure,  not  thinking  the  turn  which  Kemegvy 
had  given  to  the  discourse  altogether  fit  for  her  pre- 
sence ;  and,  desirous  civilly  to  break  off  the  conver- 
satioUj  "  I  see,"  he  said,  "  this  is  about  the  time,  when, 
as  Will  says,  the  household  afiahv  will  call  my 
daughter  hence;  I  will  therefore  challenge  you,  yotmg 
gentleman^  to  stretch  your  limbs  in  a  Tittle  exercise 
with  me,  either  at  single  rapier,  or  rapier  and  poniard, 
back-sword,  spadroon,  or  your  national  weapons  oi 
broadsword  and  target ;  for  all,  or  any  of  which,  I 
think  we  shall  find  implements  in  the  hall." 

It  would  be  too  high  a  distinction.  Master  Kerne- 
guy said,  for  a  poor  page  to  be  permitted  to  try  a  pas- 
sage of  arms  with  a  knight  so  renowned  as  Sir  Henry 
Lee,  and  he  hoped  to  enjoy  so  great  an  honour  before 
he  left  Woodstock ;  but  at  the  present  moment  his 
lameness  continued  to  give  him  so  much  pain,  that 
he  should  shame  himself  in  the  attempt 

Sir  Henry  then  offered  to  read  him  a  play  of  Shak- 
speare,  and  for  this  purpose  turned  up  ICinig  Richaid 
U.    Biit  hardly  had  he  commenced  with 


**  Old  Joha  orGsont,  time-hooomed 

« 

when  the  young  gentleman  was  seized  with  inch  ao 
incontrollable  nt  of  the  cramp  as  could  only  be  re- 
lieved by  immediate  exercise.  He  therefore  begged 
permission  to  be  allowed  to  saunter  abroad  for  a  uttle 
while,  if  Sir  Henry  Lee  considered  he  might  venture 
without  danger. 

"  I  can  answer  for  the  two  or  three  of  oar  people 
that  are  still  left  about  the  place."  said  Sir  Henrv; 
**  and  I  know  my  son  has  disposed  them  so  as  to  be 
constantly  on  the  watch.  If  you  hear  the  bell  toll  at 
the  Lodge,  I  advise  you  to  come  straight  home  by  the 
way  of  the  King's  oak,  which  you  see  inyonder  glade 
towering  above  the  rest  of  the  trees.  We  will  nave 
some  one  stationed  there  to  introduce  you  secretly 
into  the  house." 

The  page  listened  to  these  cautions  with  the  impa- 
tience of  a  schoolboy,  who,  desirous  of  enjo)'ing  tiis 
holiday,  hears  without  marking  the  advice  of  tutor 
or  parent,  about^takiiig  care  not  to  catch  cold  aitd  ao 
forth. 

The  absence  of  Ahce  Lee  had  removed  all  which 
had  rendered  the  interior  of  the  Lodge  agreeable,  and 
the  mercurial  young  page  fled  with  precipitatioo  from 
the  exercise  and  amusement  which  Sir  Henry  had 
proposed.  He  girded  on  his  npier,  and  threw  bis 
cloak,  or  rather  that  which  belonged  to  his  borrowed 
suit,  about  hiin,  bringing  up  the  tower  part  so  as  to 
mutHe  the  face  and  show  only  the  eyes  over  it,  which 
was  a  common  way  of  weanng  them  in  thoae  days. 
both  in  streets,  in  the  country,  and  in  public  placea 
when  men  had  a  mind  to  be  private,  and  to  avoid 
interruption  from  salutations  and  greetings  in  the 
market-place.  He  hurried  across  the  open  apace 
which  divided  the  front  of  the  Lodge  from  the  wood, 
with  the  haste  of  a  bird  escaped  from  thecagCi  whjdi, 
though  joyful  at  its  liberation,  is  at  the  aame  time 
sensible  of  its  need  of  protection  and  shelto'.  The 
wood  seemed  to  afford  these  to  the  human  fogitiTe, 
as  it  might  have  done  to  the  bird  in  question. 

When  under  the  shadow  of  the  branches,  and  within 
the  verge  of  the  forest,  covered  from  observation,  yet 
with  the  power  of  surveying  the  front  of  the  Lodge, 
and  all  the  open  ground  nefore  it,  the  supposed  Lams 
Kcro^fuy  meditated  on  his  escape. 

"  What  an  infliction— to  fence  with  a  .goaty  old 
man,  who  knows  not,  I  dare  say,  a  trick  of  the 
sword,  which  was  not  familiar  in  the  days  of  old 
Vincent  Saviolo !  or,  as  a  change  of  misery,  to  hear 
him  read  one  of  those  wildernesses  of  scenes  which 
the  English  call  a  play,  from  prologue  to  epibgue— 
from  Enter  the  firat  to  the  final  Exeunt  omnes— an 
unparalleled  horror— a  penance  which  would  have 
made  a  dungeon  darker,  and  added  dulneaa  even  to 
Woodstock  r 

Here  he  stopped  and  looked  around,  then  continued 
his  meditations— "So  then,  it  was  here  that  the  gay 
old  Norman  secluded  his  prettv  mistress— I  wamnt 
without  having  seen  her,  that  Rosamond  Cliffi>rd 


J 


Chap.  XXIIL] 


WOODSTOCK. 


91 


nerer  half  to  handBome  as  that  lovelv  Alice  Lee. 
And  what  a  soul  there  is  in  the  girl's  eyc!~ifinth  what 
abandoament  of  a!I  respects,  ssve  that  expressing  the 
interest  of  the  moment,  she  poured  forth  her  tide  of 
eoihuaiasm  I  Were  I  to  he  long  here,  in  spite  of  pru- 
dence, and  half-a-dozen  very  venerable  obstacles  be- 
tides^ I  should  be  tempted  to  try  to  reconcile  her  to 
the  indifferent  visage  of  this  same  hard-favoured 
Prince.— Hard-favoured  ?— it  is  a  kind  of  treason  for 
one  who  pretends  to  so  much  loyalty,  to  say  so  of  the 
King's  features,  and  in  my  mind  deserves  punish- 
ment. Ah,  prettv  Mistress  Ahce!  many  a  Mistress 
Alice  before  you  has  made  dreadful  exclamations  on 
the  irregulanties  of  mankind,  and  the  wickednessi  of 
tiieaac.  and  ended  by  being  glad  to  look  out  for  apotu- 

S'es  tor  their  own  share  in  them.  But  then  her  father— 
e  stout  old  cavalier— mv  fathers  old  friend— should 
inch  a  thing  befall,  it  would  break  his  heart !  Break  a 
podding's  end — he  has  more  sense.  If  I  give  his 
grandson  a  title  to  quarter  the  arms  of  England, 
what  matter  if  a  bar  sinister  ia  drawn  across  them  ? 
—Pshaw  !  far  from  an  abatement,  it  is  a  point  of  ad- 
diti>jn— the  heralds  in  their  next  visitation  will  place 
him  higher  in  the  roll  for  it.  Then,  if  he  did  wince  a 
li:r  e  at  first,  docs  not  the  old  traitor  deser\'e  it ;— first, 
forms  (disloyal  intention  of  punching  mine  anointed 
pody  black  and  blue  wjth  his  vile  foils— and  secondly, 
ha  otrocious  coiriplot  with  Will  Shakspcare.  a  fellow 
u  much  out  of  date  as  himself,  to  read  me  to  rlonih 
v.lb  five  acts  uf  a  historical  piav,  or  chronicle, '  htins 
'Jie piteous  Life  and  Death  of  ftichanl  the  .Second  ?' 
Odaa-fish,  my  own  life  is  piteous  enough,  as  I  think ; 
mdmy  death  raav  match  it,  for  aught  I  sec  coming 
yet  An,  but  then  the  brother— my  friend— my  guide— 
mrgu^rd — So  far  as  this  little  proposed  intngue  con- 
orms  him,  such  practising  would  he  thought  not  quite 
!iir.  But  your  b«:)uncing,  swaggering  revengeful  uro- 
len  exist  only  on  the  theatre.  Your  dire  revenge, 
vith  which  a  brother  persecuted  a  poor  fellow  wlio 
hid  seduced  his  sister,  or  been  seduced  bv  her.  as  the 
C3K  might  he.  as  relentlessly  as  if  he  had  trodden  on 
ts  toes  without  making  an  apology,  is  entirely  out  of 
£ubii3n,  since  Dorset  killed  the  Loni  Bnice  many  a 
long  year  i^ince.*  Pshaw!  when  a  King  is  the  of- 
fenaer,  the  bravest  man  sacrifices  nothing  by  pocket- 
jnfLt  little  wrong  which  he caftnot ijersonally  resent, 
iod  in  France,  there  is  not  a.  noble  house,  where  each 
:ndividual  would  not  cock  his  hat  an  inch  higher,  if 
thf r  could  boast  of  such  a  left-handed  alhance  with 
6e  Grand  Monuniue." 

Such  were  the  thoughts  which  rushed  through  the 
mind  of  Charles,  at  his  first  quitting  the  Lodge  of 
Woodstock,  and  plunging  into  the  forest  that  sur- 
rounded it.  Hie  profligate  logic,  however,  was  not  the 
icault  of  his  natural  disposition,  nor  received  without 
icrjple  by  his  sound  understanding.  It  was  a  train 
of  Masoning  which  he  had  been  led  to  adopt  from  his 
too  chne  intimacy  with  the  witty  and  profligate  youth 
of  quality  by  whom  he  had  been  surrounded.  It  arose 
from  (be  evil  coinmunicatiun  with  Villiers,  Wihnot, 
Seilev,  and  others,  whose  ^nius  was  destined  to  cor- 
np'  !Dat  age,  and  the  Monarch  on  whom  its  charic- 
Tir  afterwards  came  so  much  to  depend.  Such  men, 
bred  amidst  the  license  of  civil  war,  and  without  ex- 
periencing that  curb  which  in  ordinary  times  the  au- 
tbonty  of  parents  and  relations  imposes  upon  the 
headlong  oassions  of  youth,  were  practised  in  every' 
9eciefl  of  vice,  and  could  recommend  it  as  well  by 
precept  88  by  example,  turning  into  pitiless  ridicule 
dl  iboae  nobler  feelings  which  withhold  men  from 
ratifying  lawless  passion.  The  events  of  the  King's 
Sfehad  also  favoured  his  reception  of  this  Epicurean 
doctnne.  He  saw  himself,  with  the  highest  claims  to 
fimpatby  and  astutance,  coldly  regarded  by  the 
Coorti  which  he  visited,  rather  as  a  permitted  sup- 
(Aaot,  than  an  exiled  monarch.  He  beheld  his  own 
nghif  and  claims  treated  with  scorn  and  indiflcrence ; 
aad.  in  the  same  proportion,  he  was  reconciled  to  the 
kird-hearted  and  pelnsh  course  of  dissipation,  which 
promised  him  immediate  indulgence.  If  this  was 
obtained  at  the  expense  of  the  happiness  of  others, 
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should  he  of  all  men  be  scnipuloua  upon  the  subject: 
since  he  treated  others  only  as  the  world  treated 
him? 

But  although  the  foundations  of  this  unhappy  sys- 
tem had  been  laid,  the  Prince  wai  not  at  this  early 
period  so  fully  devoted  to  it  as  he  was  found  to  have 
become,  when  a  door  was  unexpectedly  opened  for 
his  restoration.  On  the  contrary,  though  the  train  of 
sray  reasoning  which  wn  have  above  stated,  as  if  it 
had  foutid  vent  in  utterH  language,  did  certainly  arise 
in  his  mind,  as  that  whit'h  would  have  been  sugi^esled 
by  his  favourite  counsellors  on  such  occasions,  ho 
recollected  that  what  might  he  passed  over  as  a  pec- 
cadillo in  France  or  thn  Netherlands,  or  turned  into 
a  diverting  novel  or  papqninnde  by  the  wits  of  his  own 
wandering  ( -ourt,  was  likely  to  have  the  aspect  of 
horrid  ingratitude  and  infamous  treacher>' among  the 
English  gentry,  and  would  inflict  a  dcf?p,  perhaps  an 
incurable  wound  upon  his  intere^jt.  among  the  mOra 
agfxl  and  repptH;tahle  part  of  his  adherents.  Then  it 
occurred  to  him— fi»r  his  own  intcn'st  did  not  escape 
him,  even  in  this  mode  of  con^idmng  the  subject- 
that  he  was  in  the  p«)wtT  of  the  Lee.«.  father  and  son, 
wh.»  were  always  understood  to  be  at  loast  sutiicicntly 
punctilious  on  the  score  of  honour;  and  if  they  should 
su!«iK.>4:t  such  an  aflront  as  his  imagination  had  con- 
ceivtd.  they  could  be  at  no  loss  to  lind  means  of  the 
most  anifile  revenge,  cither  by  their  own  hands,  or  by 
ihosftof  tho  rilling  faciion. 

''The  risk  of  reoiwnins;  the  fatal  window  at  White- 
hall, and  renewinj:  the  tragedy  of  the  Man  in  the 
Mask,  were  a  worst:; penalty,'"  was  his  final  reflection, 
"than  the  old  strwl  of  thi*  Scottish  penancje;  and 
lovely  though  Alice  Lee  is,  I  cannot  aflbrd  to  intrigue 
at  such  a  hn/ard.  So,  farewell,  pretty  maiden !  un- 
les.4,  as  sometimes  has  happened,  thou  hast  a  humour 
to  throw  thysf-lf  at  thy  Kini^'s  feet,  and  then  I  am  too 
magnanimous  to  reniHC  thee  my  protection.— Yet 
when  I  think  of  the  p.ile  clay-cold  figure  of  the  old 
man,  as  he  lay  last  niuht  (:xtr>ndcd  before  me,  and 
imagine  the  fury  of  Albert  Lee  raging  with  impa- 
tience, his  hand  on  a  sword  which  only  his  loyalty 
Kn'vents  him  from  pliingine  into  his  sovcre.gn's 
cart,— nay,  the  picture  is  too  horrible!  Charles  must 
for  ever  chance  his  name  to  Josi'ph,  even  if  ho  were 
stronaly  tempteil;  whicli  may  fortune  in  mercy  pro- 
hibit!" 

To  speak  the  tniili  of  a  Prince,  more  unfortunate 
in  his  early  companions,  and  the  callousness  which 
he  acquirt*(l  bv  his  juvenile  advonuires  and  irregular 
mo<ie  of  life,  than  in  his  natural  disposition,  Charles 
came  the  more  readily  to  this  wise  conclusioti,  be- 
cause he  w.ns  by  no  iiieans  subject  to  those  violent 
and  pna:ros!*ing  passions,  to  gratify  which  the  world 
has  been  thought  well  lost.  His  iirnours,  like  manv 
of  the  present  day,  were  rather  matters  of  habit  and 
fashion,  than  of  passion  and  aflfuction;  and  in  com- 
paring himsi.'lf  in  this  respect  to  his  grandfather 
Henry  IV.,  he  did  neither  his  ancestor  nor  himself 
p<Tfcct  justice.  He  was,  to  parody  the  words  of  a 
hard,  himself  actuatni  by  the  stormy  passions  which 
an  intriguer  often  only  stimulates,— 

Norm  of  IIumir  wlio  loved  ^o  Uindly, 
None  of  tlioflc  who  loved  so  blindly.— 

An  amour  was  with  him  a  matter  of  amusementi 
a  recular  conseciuence,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  of  the 
ordinary  course  of  things  in  society.  He  was  not  at 
the  trouble  to  practise  seductive  arts,  because  he  had 
seldom  found  occasicm  to  make  use  of  them;  his 
high  rank,  and  the  pmflisacy  of  part  of  the  female 
society  with  which  he  had  mingled,  rendering  them 
unnecessary.  Added  to  this,  he  had.  for  the  same 
reason,  seldom  been  crossed  by  the  obstinate  inter- 
ference of  relations,  or  even  of  husbands,  who  had 
generally  seemed  not  unwilling  to  sufler  such  matters 
to  take  their  course. 

So  that,  notwithstanding  his  total  looseness  of 
principle,  and  systematic  disbelief  in  the  virtue  of 
women  and  the  honour  of  men,  as  connected  with 
the  character  of  their  female  relatives.  Charles  was 
not  a  person  to  have  studiously  introduced  disgr.ice 
into  a  family,  where  a  conquest  might  have  been 
violently  disputed,  attained  with  difficulty,  and  ac- 
companied with  general  distress,  not  to  mention  iha 
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excitation  of  all  fiercer  paMioDS  against  the  author 
of  the  scandal. 

Rut  the  danger  of  the  King's  society  consisted  in 
his  being  much  of  an  unbeliever  in  the  existence  of 
such  cases  as  were  likely  to  be  imbittered  by  remorse 
on  the  part  of  the  principal  victim,  or  rendered  peri- 
Ions  by  the  violent  resentment  of  ner  connexions  or 
relatives.  He  had  even  already  found  such  thin^ 
treated  on  the  continent  as  matters  of  ordinary  pc- 
currence,  subject,  in  all  cases  where  a  man  of  nigh 
influence  was  concerned,  to  an  easy  arrangement ; 
and  he  was  really,  generally  speaking,  sceptical  on 
the  subject  of  severe  virtue  in  either  sex,  and  apt  to 
consider  it  as  a  veil  assumed  by  prudery  in  women, 
and  hypocrisy  in  men,  to  extort  a  higher  reward  for 
their  compliance. 

^  While  we  are  discussing  the  character  of  his  dispo- 
sition to  gallantry,  the  Wanderer  was  conducted^  by 
the  walk  lie  had  chosen,  throu<(h  several  whimsical 
tumi*,  until  at  last  it  brought  him  under  the  windows 
of  Victor  Lee's  apartment,  where  he  descried  Alice 
watering  and  arra rising  some  flowers  placed  on  the 
Oriel  wmdow,  which  was  easily  accessible  by  day- 
light, although  at  night  he  had  found  it  a  dangerous 
attempt  to  scale  it.  But  not  Alice  only,  her  father 
also  showed  himself  near  the  window,  and  beckoned 
him  up.  The  family  party  seemed  now  more  pro- 
mising than  before,  and  the  fugitive  Prince  was 
weary  of  playing  battledore  and  shuttlecock  with  his 
conscience,  and  much  disposed  to  let  matters  go  as 
chance  should  determine. 

He  climbed  lightly  up  (he  broken  ascent,  and  was 
readily  welcomed  bvthe  old  knight,  who  held  activity 
in  high  honour.  Alice  also  seemed  glad  to  see  the 
lively  and  interesting  young  man;  and  by  her  pre- 
sence, and  th*»  unnnected  mirth  with  which  she 
enjoyed  his  sallies,  he  was  animated  to  display  those 
qua)  1  lies  of  wit  and  humour,  which  nobody  possessed 
m  a  higher  degree. 

His  satire  delighted  the  old  gentleman,  who 
laughed  rill  his  eyes  ran  over  as  he  heard  the  youth, 
who9e  claims  to  his  respect  he  little  dreamed  of, 
amu!«tng  him  with  successive  imitations  of  the  Scot- 
tish Presbyterian  clergyman,  of  the  proud  and  poor 
Hidalgo  of  the  North,  of  the  fierce  and  overweening 
prida  and  Cehic  dialect  of  the  mountain  chief,  of  the 
•low  and  more  pedantic  Lowlander,  with  all  of  which 
bis  residence  in  Scotland  had  nindc  him  familiar. 
Alice  niso  laughed  and  applauded,  amused  herself, 
and  delighted  to  scp  that  hrr  father  was  so;  and  the 
♦hole  partv  were  in  the  highest  glee,  when  Albert 
Lee  entered,  eager  to  find  l^ouis  Kerneguy,  and  to 
lead  him  away  to  a  private  coHoquy  with  Doctor 
Rochecliffc,  whose  seal,  assiduity,  and  wonderful 
possession  of  information,  had  constituted  him  their 
master-pilot  in  those  difficult  times. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  introduce  the  reader  to  the 
minute  particulars  of  their  conference.  The  infor- 
mation obtained  was  so  fiir  favourable,  that  the  enemy 
seumed  to  have  had  no  intelligence  of  the  King's 
routj  towards  the  south,  and  remained  persuaded 
that  he  had  made  his  escape  from  Bristol,  as  had 
been  reported,  and  as  had  indeed  been  proposed ;  but 
the  master  of  the  vessel  prepared  for  the  Kin8['s  pas- 
sage had  taken  the  alarm,  and  sailed  without  his  royal 
freight.  His  departure,  however,  and  the  suspicion 
of  the  service  in  which  he  was  engaged,  served  to 
make  the  belief  general,  that  the  King  had  gone  ofiT 
along  with  him. 

But  though  this  was  cheering,  the  Doctor  had  more 
ofiple^sant  tidings  from  the  sea-coast,  alleging  great 
difficulties  in  securing  a  veasel,  to  which  it  might  be 
fit  to  commit  a  charge  so  precioos;  and,  above  all, 
requesting  his  Majesty  might  on  no  account  venture 
to  approach  the  shore,  until  he  should  receive  advice 
til  at  all  the  previous  arrangements  had  been  com- 
plotely  settled. 

No  one  was  able  to  sug^t  a  safSsr  place  of  resi- 
dence than  that  which  he  at  present  occupied.  Colo- 
nel Everard  was  deemed  certainly  not  personally 
unfriendly  to  the  King;  and  Cromwell,  as  was  sup- 
n<)sed,,  reposed  in  Everard  an  unbounded  confidence. 
Tlie  interior  presented  numberiess  hiding-places, 
and  secret  modes  of  exit,  known  to  no  one  but  the 


ancient  residents  of  the  Lodge-^ay,  for  better  lo 
Bix^hedifie  than  to  any  of  them ;  as,  when  Bector 
at  the  neighbouring  town,  his  prying  diaposttioii  as 
an  antiquary  had  induced  him  to  make  very  iiianj 
researches  araon^  the  old  ruins—the  results  of  whacB 
he  was  betieved,  m  some  inataneeab  to  liaw  kept  to 
himaelf. 

To  balance  these  convenience^  it  was  nodonbt 
true  that  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners  were  still 
at  no  great  distance,  and  wouM  be  ready  to  rasitine 
their  authority  upon  the  first  opportunij^.  Bat  no  one 
sopposed  such  an  opportunity  was  lisdy  to  occur; 
ana  all  believed,  as  the  influence  of  Cromwell  and  the 
army  grew  more  and  more  predominant,  that  the  dis- 
appointed Commissionera  would  attempt  nothing  in 
contradiction  to  his  pleasure,  but  wait  with  patienos 
an  indemnifieation  in  some  other  quarter  tor  their 
vacated  commissions.  Report,  through  the  voice  of 
Master  Joseph  Tomkina,  stated,  that  tney  bad  deter* 
mined,  in  the  firet  place,  to  retire  to  Oxford,  and  were 
making  preparationsaccordingly.  This  promised  still 
farther  to  insure  the  security  or  Woodstock.  It  was 
therefore  settled,  that  the  King,  under  the  character 
of  Louis  Kerneguy,  should  remain  an  inmate  of  the 
Lodge,  until  a  vessel  should  be  procured  for  his  eseapa 
at  the  port  which  might  be  esteemed  the  udmt  and 
most  convenient. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

ThedesdliMt  cnake*  are  thoM  which,  twnied  'msnsst 
Blead  their  brif  ht  colourinx  with  the  varind  blOMOOM, 
Their  flercn  eyi'u  fliitariof  like  the  spanrted  dewdrsp; 
In  all  so  like  what  nature  haa  moat  harmieaa. 
That  sportive  ionoeenop,  which  dreads  no  riinffor. 
b  poison'd  ooawarea.— Oftf  Plap. 

Charles  (we  must  now  give  him  his  own  name) 
was  easily  reconciled  to  the  circumstances  which  ren- 
dered his  residence  at  Woodstock  advisable.  No 
doubt  he  would  much  rather  have  secm'ed  his  safety 
by  making  an  immediate  escape  out  of  England; 
but  he  had  been  condemned  already  to  many  nncom* 
fortable  lurking-places,  and  more  disagreeable  dis- 
guises, as  well  as  to  long  and  difiicult  journeys,  during 
which,  between  pragmatical  officere  of  justi<»  belong- 
ing to  the  prevailing  party,  and  parties  of  soldiers 
whose  oilicera  usually  took  on  them  to  set  on  their 
own  warrant,  risk  of  discovery  had  more  than  ones 
become  very  imminent  He  was  glad,  therefore^  of 
comparative  repose,  and  of  comparative  safety. 

Then  it  must  be  considered^  that  Charles  had  been 
entirelv  reconciled  to  the  society  of  Woodstock  since 
he  had  become  better  acquainted  with  it  He  had 
seen,  that,  to  interest  the  beautiful  Alice,  and  prtxnire 
a  great  deal  of  her  company,  nothing  more  was  neces- 
sary than  to  submit  to  the  humours,  and  cultivate  the 
intimacy,  of  the  old  cavalier  her  father.  A  few 
bouts  at  fencing,  in  which  Charles  took  care  not  to 
pu(  out  his  more  perfect  skill,  and  full  youthfol 
strength  and  activity— the  endurance  of  a  few  scenes 
from  Shakspeare,  which  the  knight  read  with  mors 
zeal  than  taste— a  little  skill  in  music,  in  which  the 
old  man  had  been  a  proficient— the  deference  paid  to 
a  few  old-fashioned  opinions,  at  which  Charleslangh- 
ed  in  his  sleeve— were  all-sufficient  to  gain  for  the 
disguised  Prince  an  interest  in  Sir  HenryXee.  and  to 
conciliate  in  an  equal  degree  the  good  wm  of  nss 
lovely  daughter. 

Never  were  there  two  yomg  persons  who  conld  be 
said  to  commence  this  species  of  intimacy  with  auch 
unequal  advantages.  Charles  was  a  libertine,  whO| 
if  he  did  not  in  cold  blood  resolve  upon  prosectiting 
his  passbn  for  Alice  to  a  dishonourable  condnsion, 
was  St  every  moment  liable  to  be  provoked  to  a^ 
tempt  the  strength  of  s  virtue,  in  which  he  was  no 
believer.  Then  Alice,  on  her  part^  hardly  knew  even 
what  was  implied  bv  the  word  libertine  or  seducer. 
Her  rnother  had  died  eariv  in  the  commencement  of 
the  Civil  War,  and  she  had  been  bred  up  chieflv  with 
her  brother  and  cousin ;  so  that  she  haa  an  uniearing 
and  unsuspicious  frankness  of  manner,  upon  which 
Charles  was  not  unwilling  or  unlikely  to  pat  a  con- 
stniction  favourable  to  his  own  views.  Even  Alioe^s 
love  for  her  cousin— the  firat  sensation  which  awakens 
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(he  moit  innocent  and  simple  mind  to  feelings  of 
thvuett  and  restraint  towards  the  male  sex  in  Reneral 
—had  failed  to  excite  such  an  alarm  in  her  nosoni. 
Tbey  were  nearly  related;    and  Everard,    though 


to  the  wars  and  never  returned,  has  adopted  this 
shape  to  look  back  upon  the  haunts  he  left  so  unwil- 
lingly, and  is  jealous  at  seeing  even  poor  Louis  Ker- 
nes:uy  drawing  ncnr  to  the  lady  of  his  lost  aflections." 


years  her  elder,  and  had,  from  her   —He  approached  her  chair  as  he  spoke,  and  Bevis 
afancy.  been  an  object  of  her  respect  as  well  as  of'  gave  one  of  his  deep  growls. 

heraflecrioa.  When  this  early  and  childish  intimacy  !  "In  that  cnse  they  h.nd  best  keep  your  distance," 
rpened  into  youthful  love,  confessed  and  retnmea, ;  said  i\licc,  lau^hins,  "for  the  bite  ot  a  dog,  possessed 
9tll :( differed  in  some  shades  from  the  passion  exist-  j  by  the  ghost  of  a  jealous  lover,  cannot  l>e  very  safe." 
:c;cbefwecn  lovers  originally  stran^rers  to  each  other,  •  And  the  King  cni-ri(d  on  the  diologue  in  the  same 
iDiii  their  affections  have  been  united  in  the  ordinary  :  strain,  >\hich,  wh*le  it  led  Alice  to  apprehend  nothing 


coar«e  of  courtship.  Their  love  was  fonder,  more 
familiar,  more  perfectly  confidential ;  purer  too.  per- 
bips;  and  more  free  from  starts  of  passionate  violence, 
7  ap;.'rehensive  jealousy. 

T»e  poftsibility  that  an v  one  could  have  attempted 
to  HTaf  Everard  in  her  affection,  was  a  circumstance 
«h.ch  never  occurred  to  Alice;  and  that  this  singu- 
ir  Scof^tisb  lad,  whom  she  laughed  with  on  account 
ihis  humour,  and  laughed  at  for  his  peculiari lies, 
cuuld  be  an  object  of  danger  or  of  caution,  never 
met  entered  her  imagination.  The  sort  of  intimacy 
lovhich  she  admitted  Kemeguy  was  the  same  to 
*hxb  she  would  have  received^  a  companion  of  her 
cvD  Rx.  whose  manners  she  did  not  always  approve, 
3SI  whose  society  she  found  always  amusmg. 
It  was  natural  that  the  freedom  of  Alice  Lpc's  con- 
inc:,  which  arose  from  the  most  perfect  indifTerencc, 
ih:  j!d  pass  for  something  opprooching  to  cncourogc- 
oer.:  in  the  roval  gallant's  apprehension,  and  that 
ca.  rt. solutions  he  had  formed  against  being  tempted 
QMCilate  tlie  hospittility  of  Woodstock,  should  begin 
'jtjtter.  25  oi;portun:tie8  for  doing  so  became  more 
£r«:ent. 

Tr:£K  opportunities  were  favoured  by  Albert's  dc- 
Tirar-r  from  Woodstock  the  very  day  after  his  arri- 
TL.  It  had  hfen  agreed  in  full  council  with  Charles 
nd  Rochccliff^,  that  he  should  go  to  visit  his  uncle 
Ererard  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and,  by  showing 
iiiaself  there,  obviate  any  cause  of  suspicion  whicn 
Cist  arise  from  his  residence  at  Woodstock,  and 
m&ovc  any  pretext  for  disturbing  his  father's  family 
:'a  account  of  their  harbouring  one  who  had  been 
10  '.atcly  in  arms.  He  had  also  undertaken^  at  his 
Qirri  great  personal  risk,  to  visit  different  points  on 
*j«  sea-coast,  and  ascertain  the  security  of^ditfercni 
:^bC?s  for  pro\  iding  shipping  for  the  King's  leaving 
Ecdand. 

Tf^ese  circumstances  were  alike  calculated  to  pro- 
'.rrt  :be  Ki use's  s-ifety,  and  facilitate  his  escape.  Hut 
A.X6  was  thereby  deprived  of  the  presence  of  her 
brother,  who  would  have  been  her  most  watchful 
nardian,  but  who  had  set  down  the  King's  light  talk 
iiRin  a  former  occasion  to  the  gayety  of  his  humour, 
lod  would  have  thought  he  had  done  his  sovereign 
prftt  LDiiisticc,  had  he  seriouslv  suspected  him  of  such 
I  bmch  of  hospitality  as  a  dishonourable  pursuit  of 
4Jre  would  have  implied. 

Tsere  were,  however,  two  of  the  household  at 
Woodstock,  who  appeared  not  so  entirely  reconciled 
with  Louis  Kerneguy  or  his  purposes.  The  one  was 
Be%-i8,  who  seemed,  from  their  first  unfriendly  rcn- 
cocrre,  to  have  kept  up  a  pique  against  their  new 
Cust,  which  no  advances  on  the  part  of  Charles  were 
able  TO  aoAen.  If  the  page  was  by  chance  left  alone 
wm  h;a  young  mistress,  cevis  choose  alwa> s  to  ho 
tf  thcjpxriy ;  came  close  by  Alice's  chair,  and  growl- 
ed tudibly  when  the  gallant  drew  near  her.  "  It  is  a 
p.ty."  said  the  disguised  Prince,  "  that  your  Bevis  is 
Eo:  a  bull-dog,  thtt  we  might  dub  him  a  roundhead  at 
CB»-Ue  is  too  handsome,  too  noble,  too  aristocratic, 
to  nounih  those  inhospitable  prejudices  against  a 
poor  bouseleM  cavalier.  1  am  convinced  the  spirit 
ofPyoi  or  Hampden  has  transmigrated  into  the  rogue, 
iod  Von  tin  lies  to  demonstrate  his  hatred  against  roy- 
iltraiidi.il  its  adherents."  « 

Alice  would  then  reply,  that  Bevis  was  loyal  in    . , _.. ,  

void  and  deed,  and  only  pqrtook  her  father's  preju-  j  Cavaliero  Wildrake  might  have  been  consulted ;  but 


mure  senous  than  the  apish  gallantn,*  of  a  fantastic 
boy.  cerininly  induced  the  supf'oscd  Louis  Kerneguy 
to  think  that  he  had  made  one  of  those  conquests 
which  often  and  easily  fall  to  the  share  of  sovereigns. 
Notwithstanding  the  acuteness  of  his  apprehension, 
he  was  not-sufTiciently  awurc  that  the  Royal  Road  to 
female  favour  is  only  open  to  monarchs  when  they 
travel  in  grand  costume,  and  that  when  they  woo  in- 
cognito, their  path  of  courtship  is  liable  to  the  some 
windings  and  ubstaclcs  which  obstruct  the  course  olf 
private  individuals. 

There  was,'  besides  Bevis,  another  member  of  the 
family,  who  kept  a  louk-out  unon  Louis  Kerneguy, 
and  with  no  friendly  eye.  Phceoe  Mayflower,  though 
her  cxperirnre  extended  not  beyond  the  sphere  of  the 
village,  yet  knew  the  world  much  better  than  her 
inisiresi:,  and  besides  she  was  five  years  older.  More 
knowing,  shf>  was  more  suspicious.  She  thought 
that  odd-lunking  Scotch  Ixjy  made  more  up  to  ner 
young  mistress  ihnn  was  ^'lopcr  tor  his  condition  of 
life;  and,  moreover,  that  Alice  gave  him  a  little  more 
cncouragem(  nt  than  Parthenia  would  have  aflbrded 
to  any  such  Jack-a-dand}',  in  the  absence  of  Argahis 
—for  the  volume  treating  of  the  loves  of  these  cele- 
brated Arcadians  was  then  the  favourite  study  of 
swains  and  damsels  tlirouj.:houi  merry  England.  En- 
tertaining such  suspicions,  Phccbe  was  at  a  loss  how 
to  conduct  herself  on  the  occasion,  and  yet  resolved 
she  would  not  sec  the  slightest  chance  ot  the  course 
of  Colonel  Everard'a  true  love  being  obstructed,  with- 
out attempting  n  remedy.  She  had  a  peculiar  fovour 
for  Markhani  nerself;  and,  moreover,  he  was,  accord- 
ing to  her  phrase,  as  handsome  and  personable  a 
young  man  as  was  in  O.xfordshire ;  and  this  Scottish 
.«.eorrcrow  was  no  more  to  be  compared  to  him  than 
chalk  was  to  cheese.  And  yet  she  allowed  that  Mas- 
ter Girni'ry  had  a  wonderfully  well-oiled  tongue,  and 
that  sucn  gallants  were  not  to  be  despised.  What 
was  to  be  done?— she  had  no  facts  to  offer,  only 
vague  suspicion;  and  was  afraid  to  speak  to  her  mis- 
tress, whose  kindness,  great  as  it  was,  did  not,  never- 
theless, encourage  familiarity. 

She  sounded  Joctline ;  but  he  was,  she  knew  not 
why,  so  deeply  interested  ai.oul  this  unlucky  lad,  and 
held  his  importance  so  high,  that  she  cuuld  make  no 
impression  on  him.  To  speak  to  the  old  knight, 
would  have  been  to  raise  a  general  tempest.  The 
worthy  chaplain,  who  was  at  Woodstock,  srand  re- 
feree on  all  disputed  matters,  would  have  oeen  the 
damsel's  most  natural  resource,  for  he  was  peaceful 
as  well  as  mural  by  profession,  and  politic  by  prac- 
tice. But  it  hoppened  he  had  piven  rhcebc  uninten- 
tional offence  by  speaking  of  her  under  the  classical 
epitlu?t  of  Rustica  FidiU,  the  which  epithet,  as  she 
understood  it  not,  she  held  herself  bound  to  resent  as 
contumelious,  and  declaring  she  was  not  fonder  of  a 
JiddU  than  other  folk,  had  ever  since  shunned  all  in- 
tercourse with  Doctor  RocheclifTe  which  she  could 
easily  avoid. 

Master  Tomkins  was  always  coming  and  going 
about  the  house  under  various  pretexts ;  but  he  was  a 
roundhead,  and  she  was  too  true  to  the  cavaliers  to 
introduce  any  of  the  enemy  as  parties  to  their  inter- 
nal di.scords ;— besides,  he  had  talked  to  Phonbe  her- 
self in  a  manner  which  induced  her  to  decline  every 
thing  in  the  shape  of  familiority  with  him.    Lastly, 


^against  the  Scotff.  wliich,  she  cculd  not  but  ac- 
bwWdge,  were  tolerably  strong. 

''Nay,  then,''  aaid  the  supposed  Louis,  "I  must 
fiBii  iOiDe  other  reasooi  for  J  cannot  allow  Sir  Bevis's 
^"ntmeot  to  reft  upoA  national  antipathy.    So  we 


Phccbe  had  her  own  reasons  for  sayinff,  as  she  did 
with  some  emphasis,  that  Cavaliero  Wildrake  was 
an  impudent  London  rake.  At  length  she  resolved 
to  communicate  her  suspicions  to  the  party  having 
'  most  interest  in  verifying  or  confuting  them. 


*iU  tappoae  Ht  aoroe  gallant  cavalier,  who  wended  j     "  I'll  let  Master  Markham  Everard  koow,  that  then 
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is  a  wasp  buzzing  about  his  honeycomb,"  said  PhcBbe ; 
"and,  moreover,  that  I  know  that  this  young  Scotch 
Scapegrace  shifted  himielf  out  of  a  womaivs  into  a 
man's  dress  at  Ooody  Green's,  and  gave  Goody 
Gh«en*s  Dolly  a  gold-pieoe  to  say  nothing  about  it  ;— 
and  no  more  she  did  to  any  one  but  ms^  and  she 
knows  best  herself  whether  she  gave  change  for  the 
gold  or  not— but  Master  Louis  is  a  saucy  jackanapes, 
and  like  enough  to  ask  it." 

Three  or  four  days  elapsed  while  matters  continued 
in  this  condition— the  disguised  Prince  sometimes 
thinking  on  the  intrigue  which  Fortune  seemed  to 
have  thn>wn  in  his  way  for  his  amusement,  and  tak- 
ing advantage  of  such  opportuniues  as  occurred  to 
increase  his  intimacy  with  Alice  Lee;  but  much 
oftener  harassing  Doctor  Rocheclifle  with  qaestions 
about  the  possibuity  of  escape,  which  the  good  man 
finding  himself  unable  to  answer,  secured  nis  leisure 
against  royal  importunity,  by  retreating  into  the  va- 
nous  unexplored  recesses  of  the  Lodge,  known  per- 
haps only  to  himself;  who  had  been  for  nearly  a  score 
of  years  employed  in  writing  the  Wonders  of  Wood- 
stock. 

It  chanced  on  the  fourth  day.  that  some  trifling  cir- 
cumstance had  called  the  knignt  abroad;  and  he  had 
left  the  young  Scoumao,  now  familiar  in  the  family, 
along  with  Auce,  in  the  parlour  of  Victor  Lee.  Thus 
situated,  he  thought  the  time  not  unpropitious  for  en- 
tering upon  a  strain  of  gallantry,  of  a  kind  which 
might  be  called  experimental,  sucn  as  is  practised  by 
the  Croats  in  skirmishing,  when  they  keep  bridle  in 
hand,  ready  to  attack  the  enemy,  or  canter  off  with- 
out coming  to  close  quarters,  as  circumstances  may 
recommend.  After  usmg  for  nearly  ten  minutes  a  sort 
of  metaphysical  jargon,  which  might,  according  to 
Alice's  pleasure,  nave  been  interpreted  either  into  gal- 
lantry, or  the  language  of  senous  pretension,  and 
when  he  supposed  her  engaged  in  fathoming  his  mean- 
ing, he  had  the  mortification  to  find,  by  a  single  and 
brief  question,  that  he  had  been  totallv  unattended  to, 
and  that  AUce  was  thinking  on  any  thing  at  the  mo- 
ment rather  than  the  sense  of  what  he  had  been  say- 
ing.  She  asked  him  if  he  could  tell  what  it  was 
o'clock,  and  this  with  an  air  of  real  curiosity  concern 


and] 


in^  the  lapse  of  time,  which  put  coquetry  wholly  out 
ofthe  question. 

"I  will  go  look  at  the  sun-dial.  Mistress  Alice," 
said  the  gallant,  rising  and  colouring,  through  a 
sense  ofthe  contempt  with  which  he  thought  himself 
treated 

"  You  will  do  me  a  pleasure.  Master  Kemeguy," 
said  Alice,  without  the  least  consciousness  of  the  in- 
dignation she  had  excited. 

Master  Louis  Kcraeguv  left  the  room  accordingly, 
not,  however,  to  procure  the  information  required,  out 
to,  vent  his  anger  and  mortification,  and  to  swear, 
with  more  senous  purpose  than  he  had  dared  to  do 
before,  that  Alice  snould  rue  her  insolence.  Good- 
natured  as  he  was,  he  was  still  a  prince,  unaccus- 
tomed to  contradiction,  far  less  to  contempt,  and  his 
self-pride  felt,  for  the  moment,  wounded  to  the 
quick.  With  a  hasty  step  he  plunged  into  the  Chase, 
only  remembering  his  own  safety  so  far  as  to  choose 
the  deeper  and  sequestered  avenues,  where,  walking 
on  with  the  speedy  and  active  step,  which  his  reco- 
very from  fatigue  now  permitted ,  him  to  exercise 
according  to  his  wont,  he  solaced  his  angry  purposes, 
by  devising  schemes  of  revenge  on  the  insolent  coun- 
try coquette,  from  which  no  consideration  of  hospita- 
Utywas  in  mturs  to  have  weight  enough  to  save  her. 

The  irritated  gallant  paased 

"The  dJal-«toiw,  sged  sod  gnen,** 

without  deigning  to  ask  it  a  single  questkm:  nor 
could  it  have  satisfied  his  curiosity  if  he  had,  for  no 
sun  happened  to  shine  at  the  moment.  He  then 
hastened  forward,  muffling  himself  in  his  cloak,  and 
assuming  a  stooping  and  slouching  gait,  which  dimi- 
nishsd  his  apparent  height  He  was  soon  involved 
in  the  deep  and  dim  alleys  of  the  wood,  into  which 
he  had  insensibly  plunged  himself,  and  was  traversing 
it  at  a  great  rate,  without  having  any  distinct  kiea  in 
what  direction  he  was  goings  when  suddenly  his 
•ooiaa  was  amated,  first  by  a  knid  haUoo^  and  then  by 


a  summons  to  stand,  accompanied  by  what 

still  more  startling  and  extraordinary,  the  touch 
cane  upon  his  shoulder,  imposed  in  a  good'humi 
but  aomewhat  imperious  manner. 

There  ware  few  symptoms  of  recognition  wl 
would  have  been  wefcome  at  thia  moment;  bat 
appearance  of  the  person  who  had  thus  arrested 
course,  was  least  of  all  that  he  could  have  anti 
as  timely  or  agreeable.  When  he  turned,  on 
ing  the  signal,  he  beheld  himself  close  to  a  yoi 
man,  nearly  six  feet  in  height,  well  made  in  joint 
limb,  but  the  gravity  or  whose  apparel,  althi 
handsome  and  gentlemanlike,  and  aaort  of  prec^ 
in  his  habit,  from  the  cleanness  and  stiffness  of 
band  to  the  unsullied  purity  of  his  Spaniah-leaL.. 
shoes,  bemoke  a  love  of  order  which  was  foreign  tis^. 
impoverished  and  vanquished  cavaliers,  and  proper  t*^? 
the  habita  of  those  of  the  victorious  party,  who  ooo^tr: 
afford  to  dress  themselves  handsomely;  and  whot..*' 
rule— that  is,  such  as  regarded  the  higher  and  m<m  ci 
respectable  classes— enjoined  decency  and  sobriety^-  j 
garb  and  deportment  There  was  yet  another  weigC-^c; 
against  the  Prince  in  the  scale,  and  one  atiU  ma^_:c 
characteristic  of  the  inequality  in  the  coraparis 
under  which  he  seemed  to  labour.  There  was  stren: 
in  the  muscular  form  of  the  stranger  who  had  b: 
him  to  this  involuntary  parley,  authority  and  d 

mination  in  his  brow,  a  long  rapier  on  the  left,  s 

poniard  or  dagger  on  the  right  side  of  his  belt,  and 
pair  of  pistols  stuck  into  it,  which  would  have  bet- 
sufficient  to  give  the  unknown  the  advantage,  (Loi%' 
Kerneguy  having  no  weapon  but  his  sword,)  even  h2  ] 
his  personal  strength  approached  nearer  tnan  it  d^- , 
to  that  of  the  person  by  whom  he  was  thus  ■aiHAw^'r 
stopped. 

Bitterly  regretting  the  thoughtless  fit  of  paaaiatt^- 
that  brought  nim  into  his  present  situation,  butespaT- 
ciallythe  want  of  the  pistols  he  had  left  behind,  aal  • 
which  do  so  much  to  place  bodily  strength  and  wral^. ,. 
ness  upon  an  equal  footing,  Charies  yet  availed  himt  ' 
self  01  the  courage  and  presence  of^  mind,  in  whicfe^. 
few  of  his  unfortunate  family  had  for  centuries  bee%  ; 
deficient  He  stood  firm  and  without  motion,  hjf " ' 
cloak  still  wrapped  round  thelower  part  of  faia  face,  tftl.^ 
Kive  t\me  for  explanation,  in  case  ne  was  miatakeq.  '* 
for  some  other  person.  |'. 

This  coolness  produced  its  effect;  for  the  other  1 
party  said,  with  doubt  and  surprise  on  his  part,  "  Jo-k 
Celine  Joliffe,  is  it  not  ?— If  I  know  not  Joceline  Jo-;^ 
liffe,  I  should  at  least  know  my  own  cloak."  l.^ 

"  I  am  not  Joceline  Joliffe,  as  you  may  we,  sir,"  '  ] 
said  Kerneguy,  calmly,  drawing  himseli  erect  to  ' 
show  the  difference  or  size,  and  dropping  the  cloak  J, 
from  his  face  and  person.  .^ 

"  Indeed !"  replied  the  stranger,  in  aurpriae ;  "  then. 
Sir  Unknown^  I  have  to  expreas  my  regret  at  having 
uaed  my  cane  in  intimating  that  I  wished  you  to  stop. 
From  tnat  dress,  which  I  certainly  recognise  tor  my  ' 
own,  I  concluded  you  must  be  Joceline  in  whose  cus- 
tody I  had  left  my  habit  at  the  Lodge." 

"If  it  had  been  Joceline,  sir,"  replied  the  supposed    - 
Kemeguy,  with  perfect  composure,  "  methinks  yoa 
should  not  have  struck  so  hard." 

The  other  party  waa  obviously  confused  by  the 
steady  calmneas  with  which  he  waa  encountered. 
The  sense  of  politeness  dictated,  in  the  first  place,  ao 
apology  for  a  mistake,  when  he  thought  he  had  been 
tolerably, certain  ofthe  person.  Master  Kemeguy 
was  not  in  a  situation  to  be  punctilious ;  he  bowed 
gravely,  as  indicating  hie  acceptance  o(  the  excuas 
ofTerecL  then  turned,  and  walked,  as  he  conceived, 
towards  the  Lodge;  though  be  had  traversed  the 
woods  which  were  cut  with  various  alleya  in  difoent 
directiona,  too  haatily  to  be  certain  of  the  real  ooorse 
which  he  wiahed  to  pursue. 

He  was  much  embarrassed  to  find  that  this  did  not 
get  him  rid  of  the  companion  whom  he  had  thus  in- 
voluntarily  acquired.  Walked  he  slow,  walked  ha 
faai,  hia  friend  in  the  genteel  but  puritanic  habit,  atnmg 
in  person,  and  well  armed,  as  we  havedeacribcd  him, 
aeemed  determined  to  keep  him  company,  and,  with& 
out  attemptiiig  to  join,  or  enter  into  convettatkm, 
never  aufiered  him  to  outstrip  his  surveillanoe  for  mors 
than  two  or  three  yardSi    The  Wandsnr  msodad  bis 
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t;  but  althous^h  he  waa  then,  in  bis  youth,  asafter- 
n  ia  his  riper  agCi  one  of  the  best  walkers  in 
wi,  the  stranger,  without  advancing  his  pace  to  a 
»kept  fully  equal  to  hi  in,  and  his  persecution  be- 
K  so  close  ana  constant,  and  inevitable,  that  the 
b  and  fear  of  Obarles  were  both  alarmed,  and  he 
m  to  think  that,  whatever  the  danger  might  be  of 
iogle-handed  rencontre,  he  would  nevertheless 
s  a  better  bars^in  of  this  tall  satellite  if  they 
led  the  debate  betwixt  them  in  the  forest,  than 
bey  drew  near  any  place  of  habitation,  where 
man  in  authority  was  likely  to  find  friends  and 
earrence. 

letwixt  anxiety,  therefore^  vexation,  and  anger, 
tries  faced  suddenly  round  on  his  pursuer,  as  tney 
died  a  small  narrow  glade,  which  led  to  the  httle 
idow  over  which  presided  the  King's  Oak,  therag- 
{ and  scathed  branches  and  gigantic  trunk  of  which 
Bed  a  vista  to  the  little  wild  avenue. 
'Sir,"  said  he  to  his  pursuer,  "you  have  already 
n  guilty  of  one  piece  of  impertinence  towards  me. 
n  nave  apolofi^sEed ;  and  knowing  no  reason  why 
ft  should  disdnsuish  me  as  an  object  of  incivility,  I 
It  accepted  your  excuse  without  scruple.  Is  there 
y  thing  remains  to  be  settled  betwixt  us,  which 
iees  you  to  follow  me  in  this  manner?  If  so,  I 
an  be  glad  to  make  it  a  subject  of  explanation  or 
titfaction,  as  the  case  may  admit  of.  1  think  you  can 
IS  me  no  malice;  for  I  never  saw  you  before  to  my 
iqwledge.  If  you  can  give  any  good  reason  for 
king  it,  I  am  willing  to  render  you  personal  satis- 
edon.  If  your  purpose  is  merely  impertinent  cu- 
Mity,  1  let  you  know  that  I  will  not  suner  myself  to 
idoned  in  ray  private  walks  by  any  one." 
"When  I  recognise  my  own  cloak  on  another  man's 
braiders,"  replied  the  stranger,  dryly,  "methinksl 
ive  a  natural  right  to  follow,  and  see  what  becomes 
fit;  for  know,  sir,  though  I  have  been  mistaken  as 
I  the  wearer,  yet  I  am  confident  I  had  as  good  a 
ii^t  to  stTetch  m  V  cane  across  the  cloak  you  are 
loffied  in,  as  ever  had  any  one  to  brush  his  own  gar- 
Mnts.  If,  therefore,  we  are  to  be  frienda  I  must  ask, 
Ir  instance,  how  you  came  bv  that  cloak,  and  where 
too  are  going  with  it  ?  I  shoil  otherwiso  make  bold 
j»stop  you,  as  one  who  has  sufficient  commission  to 
o  so.^' 

Ob,  unhappy  cloak,  thought  the  Wanderer,  ay,  and 
flrice  unhappy  the  idle  fancy  that  sent  me  here  with 
t  wrapped  around  my  nose,  to  pick  quarrels  and  at- 
|ict  observation,  when  quiet  ana  secrecy  were  pecu- 
mly  essential  to  my  safety  ! 

'*If  you  will  allow  me  to  guess,  sir,"  continued  the 
linger,  who  was  no  other  than  Markham  Everard, 
I  wul  convince  you,  that  you  are  better  known  than 
100  think  for."  ' 

.  Now,  Heaven  forbid  I  prayed  the  party  addressed, 
B  slence,  but  with  as  much  devotion  ss  ever  he  ap- 
m  to  a  prayer  in  his  life.  Yet  even  in  this  moment 
of  extreme  urgency,  his  courage  and  composure  did 
lot  &il;  snd  he  recollected  it  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
Pottance  not  to  seem  startled,  and  to  answer  so  as,  if 
POBsble,  to  lead  the  dangerous  companion  with  whom 
V  had  met,  to  confess  the  extent  of  his  actual 
KDpwledge  or  suspicions  concerning  him. 

li  you  know  me,  sir,"  he  said,  ''  and  are  a  gende- 
ittn,  as  your  appearance  promises,  you  cannot  be  at 
Jwsa  to  discover  to  what  accident  you  must  attri- 
wte  my  wearing  these  clothes,  which  you  say  are 
yoOTB." 

"  Ob,  sir  "  replied  Colonel  Everard,  his  wrath  in  no 
lort  turned  away  by  the  mildness  of  the  stranger^s 
wwwer, "  we  have  learned  our  Ovid's  Metamorphoses, 
jjw  we  know  for  what  purposes  young  men  of  quality 
°yg  »n  disguise— we  know  that  even  female  attire  is 
5*ffted  to  on  certain  occasions— We  have  heard  of 
^^moas  and  Pomona." 

J[^  Monarch,  ss  he  weighed  these  words,  again 
Jw™  a  devout  prayer,  that  this  ill-looking  affair 
^.t  have  no  deeper  root  than  the  jealousy  of  some 
wrerof  Alice  Lee,  promising  to  himseli,  that,  de- 
•Mtt  as  be  was  to  the  fair  sex,  he  would  make  no 
!"^le  of  renouncing  the  fairest  of  Eve's  daughters 
*Mw  to  get  out  of  the  present  dilemma. 

^V}  he  said,  "you  seem  to  be  a  gendeman.    I 


have  no  obj^tion  to  tell  you  as  such,  that  1  also  am 
of  that  class." 
"Or  somewhat  higher,  perhaps  1"  said  Everard. 
"A  gentleman,"  replied  Charles,  "is  a  term  which 
comprehends  all  ranks  entitled  to  armorial  bearings— 
A  duke,  a  brd.  a  prince,  is  no  more  than  a  gentleman  i 
and  if  m  misfortune,  as  I  am,  he  may  be  glad  if  that 
general  term  of  courtesy  is  allowed  him." 

"  Sir,"  replied  Everard,  "  1  have  no  purpose  to  en- 
trap you  to  any  acknowledgment  fatal  to  your  own 
saiety.  Nor  do  I  hold  it  my  business  to  be  active  in 
the  arrest  of  private  individuals,  whose  perverted 
sense  of  national  duty  may  have  led  them  into  errors, 
rather  to  be  pitied  than  punished  by  candid  men.  But 
if  those, who  have  brought  civil  war  and  disturbance 
into  their  native  country,  proceed  to  carry  dishonour 
and  disgrace  into  the  bosom  of  familiea— if  they  at- 
tempt to  carry  on  their  private  debaucheries  to  the 
injury  of  the  hospitable  roofs  which  afibrd  them  re- 
fuge from  the  consequences  of  their  pubUc  crimes^ 
do  you  think,  my  lord,  that  we  shall  bear  it  with 
patience?" 

**If  it  is  your  purpose  to  quarrel  with  me,"  said  the 
Princei "  speak  it  out  at  once  like  a  gentleman.  Yon 
have  the  advantage^  no  doubt,  of  arms,  but  it  is  not 
that  odds  which  will  induce  me  to  fly  from  a  single 
man.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  are  disposed  to  hear 
reason,  1  tell  you  in  calm  words,  that  I  neither  sus> 
pect  the  offence  to  which  you  allude,  nor  comprehend 
why  you  give  me  the  title  of  my  lord. 

"You  deny,  then,  being  the  Lord  Wilmotl"  eaid 
Everard. 
"  I  may  do  so  most  safely,"  said  the  Prince. 
"Perhaps  you  rather  style  yourself  Earl  of  Roches- 
ter?   We  heard  that  the  issuing  of  some  such  patent 
by  the  King  of  Scots  was  a  step  which  your  ambition 
proposed.' 
"  Neither  lord  nor  earl  am  I,  as  sure  as  I  have  a 

Christian  soul  to  be  saved.    My  name  is" 

"  Do  not  degrade  yourself  by  unnecessary  false- 
hood, my  lord ;  and  that  to  a  single  man,  who,  I  pro- 
mise you.  will  not  invoke  pubhc  justice  to  afssist  his 
own  good  sword,  should  he  see  cause  to  use  it.  Can 
you  look  at  that  ring,  and  deny  that  you  are  Lord 
Wilmot  ?" 

He  handed  to  the  disguised  Prince  a  ring  which  he 
took  from  his  purse,  and  his  opponent  instantly  knew 
it  for  the  same  he  had  dropped  into  Alice's  piu:her 
at  the  fountain,  obeying  only,  though  imprudently, 
the  gallantry  of  the  moment,  in  givloe  a  pretty  gem 
to  a  nandsome  girl,  whom  he  had  aucidentally  fright- 
ened." 

"  I  know  the  ring,"  he  said ;  "  it  has  been  in  my 
possession.  How  it  should  prove  me  to  be  Lord  Wif- 
mot,  I  cannot  conceive ;  and  beg  to  say,  it  bears  false 
witness  asainsi  me." 

"  You  shall  see  the  evidence,"  answered  Everard ; 
and  resuming  the  ring,  he  pressed  a  spring  ingeniously 
contrived  in  the  collet  or  the  setting,, on  which  the 
stone  flew  back,  and  showed  within  it  the  cipher  of 
Lord  Wilmot  beautifully  engraved  in  miniature,  with 
a  coronet.—"  What  say  you  now,  sir  ?" 

"That  probabilities  are  no  proofs,"  said  the  Prince; 
"  there  is  nothing  here  save  what  can  be  eaaly  ao- 
counted  for.  I  am  the  son  of  a  Scottish  nobleman, 
who  was  mortally  wounded  and  made  prisoner  at 
Worcester  fight  When  he  took  leave,  and  bid  me 
fly,  he  gave  me  the  few  valuables  he  possessed,  and 
that  among  others.  I  have  heard  him  talk  of  having 
changed  rings  with  Lord  Wilmot,  on  some  occasion 
in  Scotland,  but  1  never  knew  the  trick  of  the  gem 
which  you  have  shown  me." 

In  this  it  may  be  necessary  to  say,  Charles  spoke 
very  truly ;  nor  would  he  have  parted  with  it  m  the 
way  he  did,  had  he  suspected  it  would  be  easily  re- 
cognised. He  proceeded  after  a  minute's  pause:— 
"Once  more,  sir,— I  have  told  you  much  that  con- 
cerns my  safety— if  you  are  generous,  you  will  let  me 
pasa^  and  I  may  do  you  on  some  future  day  as  good 
service.  If  you  mean  to  arrest  me,  you  must  do  so 
here,  and  at  your  own  peril,  for  I  will  neither  walk 
farther  your  way,  nor  permit  you  to  dog  me  on  mine. 
If  you  let  me  pass,  I  will  thank  you—If  not,  take  to 
your  weapon.''^ 
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"Toung  i^entlemaD,"  said  Colonel  E^erard, "  whe- 
ther you  be  actually  the  gay  voung  nobleman  for 
whom  I  took  you,  you  have  made  me  uncertain ;  but 
intimate  aa  you  aay  your  family  has  been  with  him,  I 
have  little  doubt  that  you  are  proficient  in  the  school 
of  debauchery,  of  which  Wilmot  and  Villiers  are  pro- 
feaaore,  and  their  hopeful  Master  a  graduated  student. 
Your  conduct  at  Woodstock,  where  you  have  re- 
warded the  hospitahty  of  the  family  by  meditating 
the  most  deadly  wound  to  their  honour,  has  proved 
you  too  apt  a  scholar  in  such  an  academy.  I  in- 
tended only  to  warn  you  on  this  subject— it  will  be 
your  own  fault  if  I  ndd  chastisement  to  admonition." 

"Warn  me,  sir!"  said  the  Prince,  indignantly, 
"and  chastisement!  This  is  presuming  more  on 
my>patience  than  is  consistent  with  your  own  safety 
--Draw,  sir."*— So  saying,  he  laid  his  hand  on  his 
sword. 

"My  religion,"  said  Cverard,  ** forbids  me  to  be 
rash  m  shedding  blood— Go  home,  sir-^ie  wise— 
ooDSult  the  dictates  of  honour  as  well  aa  prudence. 
Respect  the  honour  of  the  house  of  Lee,  and  know 
there  is  one  nearly  allied  to  it,  by  whom  your  mo- 
tions will  be  called  to  severe  account" 

"Aha!"  said  the  Prince,  with  a  bitter  laugh.  "I  aee 
the  whole  matter  now— we  have  our  roundheaded 
Colonel,  our  puritan  cousin,  before  us — the  man  of 
texts,  and  morals,  whom  Alice  Lee  laughs  at  so 
heartily.  If  your  religion,  sir,  prevents  you  from  giv- 
ing satisfaction,  it  should  prevent  you  from  offering 
insult  to  a  person  of  honour." 

The  passions  of  both  were  now  fullv  up— they  drew 
mutually,  and  began  to  fight,  the  Colonel  relinquish- 
ixic  the  advantage  he  could  have  obtained  by  the  use 
of  his  fire-arma.  A  thrust  of  the  arm,  or  a  slip  of  the 
iopt,  might,  at  the  moment,  have  changed  the  desti- 
nies of  Britain,  when  the  arrival  of  a  third  party  broke 
ofi*  the  combat 


CHAPTER  KXV. 

8laF->fot  the  Kinf  hu  thrown  bii  wsrder  dowv. 

RkUrda 

Ths  eombatants'whom  we  left  engaged  at  the  end 
of  the  last  chapter,  made  mutual  passes  at  each  other 
with  apparently  equal  skill  and  courage.  Charles  had 
been  too  often  in  action,  and  too  long  a  party  aa  well 
aa  a  victim  to  civil  war,  to  find  anv  thing  new  or 
surprising  in  being  obliged  to  defend  niroself  with  his 
own  hands ;  and  Everard  had  been  distinguished,  as 
well  for  his  personal  bravery,  as  for  the  other  pro- 
perties of  a  commander.  But  the  arrival  of  a  third 
party  prevented  the  tragic  ooncluaion  of  a  combat,  in 
which  the  succeas  of  either  party  must  have  given 
him  much  cause  for  regretdng  his  victory. 

It  was  the  old  knight  himself,  who  arrived,  mounted 
upon  a  forest  pony,  lor  the  war  and  seouestration  had 
left  him  no  steed  of  a  more  dignified  description.  He 
thrust  himself  between  the  combatants,  and  com- 
manded them  on  their  lives  to  hold.  So  soon  aa  a 
glance  from  one  to  the  other  had  ascertamed  to  him 
whom  he  had  to  deal  with,  he  demanded,  "  Whether 
the  devils  of  Woodstock  whom  folk  talked  about  had 
got  poeecosion  of  them  both,  that  they  were  tilting  at 
each  other  within  the  verge  of  the  royal  liberties  ?— 
Let  me  tell  both  of  you,'  he  said,  "  that  while  old 
Henry  Lee  is  at  Woodstock,  the  immunities  of  the 
Park  shall  be  maintained  as  much  as  if  the  King 
were  still  on  the  throne.  None  shall  fight  duellos 
here,  excepting  the  stags  in  their  season.  Put  up, 
both  of  you,  or  I  shall  lug  out  as  thirdsman,  and 
prove  perhaps  the  worst  devil  of  the  three  \—Ab  Will 


*  rn  lo  auml  foa  and  roar  toattins-imw. 

That  jou  ctMll  thmk  tiie  devil  bMcoiM  ftom  bell.'  ** 

The  combatants  desisted  from  their  encounter  bat 
stood  lookinii;  at  each  other  sullenly,  as  men  do  in 
such  a  aituation,  each  unwilling  to  seem  to  desire 
peaoe  more  than  the  other,  and  averse  therefore  to  be 
the  first  to  sheathe  his  ftword. 

"  Return  your  weapons,  gentlemen  iipon  the  spot," 
said  the  knight  still  more  peremptorily;  "one  and 
both  of  yoo,  or  you  will  have  somethins  to  do  with 
mo,  I  promiae  you.    Yon  may  be  thankfol  timea  ara 


changed.  I  have  known  them  auch,  that  yoor  inso- 
lence might  have  coat  each  of  you  your  right  hand,  if 
not  redeemed  with  a  round  sum  of  money.^Nepbew, 
if  you  do  not  mean  to  alienate  me  for  ever,  I  com- 
mand you  to  put  up.— Master  Kemeguy,  you  are  my 
guest.  I  remiest  of  you  not  to  do  me  the  maait  of  re- 
maining with  your  aword  drawn,  where  it  is  my  dnty 
to  see  Deaoe  observed." 

"I  obey  you,  Sir  Henry,"  saki  the  King,  ahea thing 
his  rapier— "I  hardly  indeed  know  wherefore  I  was 
assaulted  by  this  gentleman.  I  assure  you,  none 
respects  the  King^s  person  or  privileges  more  than 
myself— though  the  devotion  is  somewhat  ont  of 
fashion." 

"  We  may  find  a  place  to  meet,  air,"  replied  Everaid, 
"where  neither  the  royal  peraon  nor  privileges  can 
be  offended." 

"  Faith,  very  hardly,  sir,"  said  Chartea,  ttnable  to 
suppress  the  nsing  jest— "I  mean,  the  King  has  so 
few  followers,  that  the  loaa  of  the  leaatof  them  might 
be  some  small  damage  to  him  j  but,  risking  all  tuat, 
I  will  meet  you  wherever  there  is  mr  field  for  a  poor 
cavalier  to  get  off  in  aafety,  if  he  has  the  lock  in 
fight" 

Sir  Henry  Lee's  first  idea  had  been  fixed  upon  the 
insult  offersd  to  the  royal  demesne;  he  now  began 
to  turn  his  thoughts  towards  the  satety  of  his  kins* 
man,  and  of  the  young  royalist,  as  he  deemed  him. 
"Gentlemen,"  he  said,  "I must  insist  on  this  busi- 
ness being  put  to  a  final  end.  Nephew  MarkhsHi, 
is  this  your  return  for  my  condescension  in  oomtog 
back  to  Woodstock  on  your  warrant,  that  you  ahooM 
take  an  o|nx>rtunity  to  cut  the  thioat  of  my  gueat  T* 

"  If  you  knew  his  purpose  as  well  as  I  do," — aaid 
Markham,  and  then  paused,  conscious  that  be  might 
only  incenae  his  unde  without  convincing  him,  as 
any  thing  he  might  say  of  Kemeguy'a  addreassa  to 
Alice  was  likely  to  be  imputed  to  his  own  jealoua  siis> 
picions— he  looKed  on  the  ground,  therefore,  and  waa 
silent 

"And  you.  Master  Kemeguy,"  said  Sir  Henry. 
"can  vou  give  me  any  reason  why  you  seek  to  take 
the  life  of  this  voung  man,  in  whom,  though  unhap- 
pily forgetful  ot  his  loyalty  and  duty,  I  muat  yet  taiia 
some  interest,  aa  my  nephew  by  affinity  1" 

"I  was  not  aware  the  gentleman  enjoyed  that 
honour,  which  certainly  would  have  protected  him 
from  my  sword,"  answered  Kemeguy.  "But  the 
guarrel  is  his;  nor  can  I  tell  any  reaaon  why  he  fixed 
it  upon  me,  unleaa  it  were  the  dmerence  of  our  politi- 
cal opiniona." 

"You  know  the  contrary,"  said  Everard;  "you 
know  that  I  told  you  you  were  safe  from  me  as  a 
fugitive  royalist— and  your  laat  worda  ahowed  yon 
were  at  no  loss  to  guess  my  connexion  with  Sir 
Henry.  That,  indeed,  is  of  little  consequence.  I 
should  debaae  myself  did  I  use  the  relationahip  na  a 
means  of  protection  from  you,  or  any  one." 

As  they  thua  disputed,  neither  choosing  to  approach 
the  real  cause  of  quarrel.  Sir  Henry  looked  from  the 
one  to  the  other,  with  a  peace-makmg  coimtenancwb 
exclaiming— 

" '  Whr,  what  an  intricate  impeudi  it  tibia  7 

I  think  jroo  boUi  hav«  drank  of  Ciroe'teup.* 

Come,  my  young  masters,  allow  an  old  man  to  ine> 
diate  between  you.  I  am  not  shortsighted  in  such 
matters— The  mother  of  mischief  is  no  bigger  than 
a  gnat's  wing;  and  I  have  known  fifty  instances  in 
my  own  day,  when,  as  Will  says— 

^Oailanta  haw  bc«n  eoaftonted  hardily. 

In  ainrle  oppocitton,  hand  to  hand,* 

in  which,  after  the  field  waa  fought,  no  one  conld  m- 
member  the  cause  of  quarrel.— Tosh !  a  amali  thing 
will  do  it— the  taking  of  the  wall— or  the  gentle  ran 
of  the  shoulder  in  passing  each  other,  or  a  hasty  word, 
or  a  misconceived  gesture— Come,  foiiget  yoor  cause 
of  quarrel,  be  what  it  will— you  have  had  your 
breathing,  and  thongh  you  put  up  your  rapiere  un- 
bloodied,  that  was  no  default  of  youra.  but  by  com- 
mand of  your  elder,  and  one  who  had  right  to  oae 
authority.  In  Malta,  where  the  duello  is  punctiliooaiy 
well  understood,  the  persons  engaflsd  in  a  singie 
combat  are  bound  tp  halt  on  the  command  oi  a 
knight,  or  prieat,  or  lady,  and  the  quarrel  ao  inter- 
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netted  !fi  hc-M  as  honourobly  trrminatcd.  and  may 
Dill  be  n-viired.— Nephew,  it  i«,  I  ihink,  impossible 
ihat  you  can  nourii&li  spWn  oi;nin8t  this  yoiinp^  gtn- 
tUman  for  hnvini;  fou;;ht  for  liid  kin^.  Hear  my 
boiksi  proposal,  Markhain— You  know  I  bear  no 
D>Lci%  ihoijsh  I  Uavc  eoine  reason  to  Im  oflinded 
»!ihyou— Gii\e  the  youriK  man  your  imnd  in  frieud- 
!>h.r.  and  wc  will  nack  to  the  Lodue,  all  thrc-c 
tucrth(.r.  and  drink  a  cup  of  Hack  in  token  of  recon- 
i.lUrjitlj.'" 

Msrknam  Evcmni  found  himself  unable  to  resist 
i::.s  ai '(.roach  ti>\%  ardc»  kindiic^ss  on  his  uiu-lc's  iinrt. 
K<  sj.-itx'ted,  iiidt-i::d,  whnt  was  partly  tin-  truili,  ilini 
::«as  no*  eiiiiruly  frum  rcvivinu  pK>a-will,  but  uIi<o, 
thi:  hiS  ur^clc  thuupht,  by  sucli  attention,  to  secure 
:..•  neutrality  at  least,  if  not  his  u^sislancc,  for  the 
i'^liv  uf  the'  fii{dti\e  royalist.  He  was  M-nsible  thut 
:4  w»  riaccd  in  nn  awkward  pndiranitnt ;  and  thai 
:.i  ir.i^ht  incur  the  Euspirionn  of  his  own  party,  for 
fjjkiinar  iniercoursi-  even  with  a  near  rfdaiion.' who 
i'siiciured  ciuch  jsruests.  Rut,  on  themhrr  hiuid,  he 
:houKht  his  services  to  the  Commonwealth  had  been 
<.f»ufiicirnt  importance  to  outweif^h  wiiatcvcr  envy 
r.  £ht  urviv  on  that  touic.  Indinnl,  althouKh  the  Civil 
Wjf  had  divided  families  much,  and  in  many  various 
*;:».  yet  when  it  seemed  ended  hv  the  triumph  of  the 
>:iiMiVan8,  the  ra^e  of  pohtical  natritl  U-^aii  to  re- 
iinr.  and  the  ancient  ties  of  kindrid  and  friendship 
T'Zn.ned  at  leai-t  a  part  of  their  former  iiitluenrr. 
MifiV  reunii.ma  were  fornud;  and  thosf  who,  like 
E.cnru.  adhered  to  the  conrjui  rinj;  party,  often  ex- 
ir'tfl  '.hcmKcIvcs  for  the  protection  of  their  deserii-d 

\*  ihe«e  ihinKS  rushed  through  his  mind,  aeeom- 
;iria:d  with  the  pros^pectof  a  n.-nrwi-d  intercourse  with 
ALcv  Lee-,  by  means  of  w  hieh  hv  luijchi  be  at  hand  to 
^r.itci  her  asaiiist  every  chance,  either  j»f  in.jiir>'  or 
.n^!:.  he  held  out  his  hand  to  the  sup|x)stHJ  Seottish 
P^•r.  sarins  at  the  same  time,  "That,  for  his  part,  he 
«M\er\  ready  to  forget  the  cause*  of  quarrel,  or  rather, 
t~-c  jnshJiT  it  as  ansinp  out  of  a  niisaptireliensioii,  and 
to  utTcr  Master  Kirncifuy  such  friendship  as  liiight 
ftjt  between  honourable  men,  who  hau  embraced 
t^TJ-n^ni  sides  in  polilirs." 

Unable  to  overcome  the  fei-linp  of  personal  dieniiy, 
vbich  prudence  RTommendtd  to  him  lo  forget,  Louis 
E«m^t;y  in  return  liowi-d  low,  but  without  accepting 
E'.rrarJ  8-  pnjtTcr*.-d  hand. 

"He  had  no  occasion,"  ho  said,  "  to  make  any  ex- 
er.t-jns  to  forget  the  cauH<:  of  quarrel,  for  he  had  never 
Men  able  to  cumprc-hind  it ;  but  as  he  had  not  j^h  11  lined 
ihezeatlemari's  resentment,  so  he  was  now  willing  to 
tmhrace  and  return  any  doprcc  of  his  favour,  whh 
wh  rh  he*  mi^ht  be  plf'as(  d  to  honour  him." 

Evcrard  wiihdnw  his  hand  with  a  ^niile,  and  bowed 
ir.  r'.-lurn  to  the  sulutation  of  the  pni-'e,  whos<;  stiflrL- 
c*^t.ij;i  of  his  advances  he  imputed  to  the  proud  pet- 
tjtti  disposition  of  a  Srolch  hoy,  traintd  no  in  extra- 
T&ftant  ideacr  of  farnily  con.«miuence  and  pirponal 
iPi^urrance,  which  his  iricfjuainlnnee  with  the  world 
hir  not  yet  bc».'n  ^Aifficif^nt  to  di«i!el. 

S.r  Hinry  Ixr<\  deli^hti-d  with  ili«'  ti  nniiiation  of 
t3<qii3rr(i,  which  he supposo<l  lobe  in  dtt- p deferencr> 
iv  ^j.*>  own  authority,  and  not  disi^leasrd  with  the  op- 
pcn'jnity  of  n  nf.wiim  some  aifjiiaintaiwe  with  his 
Cfpntw.  who  had,  notmilhsiruifiin^  his  ixiliiicnl  dc- 
n:er.r«.  a  warnier  iniere.?!  in  his  afle<-tion.*4  thau  he 
«9«  perhaps,  hims«::If  aware  of,  said,  in  a  toni;  of  coii- 
KL^iKin.  "Nevi-r  b<.-  iiioriilied.  youim  ^•■nih.'in:in.  I 
;r«'i=i  It  wt-nt  to  my  he-art  to  prirt  you.  when  1  saw 

•u  STr» 'chins  yourselves  so  hntidsr)iiiely.  riiid  in  fair 

'Veil!  hoi:our.  without  nnv  mnlifious  or  bloodth:r>ty 
thciiji'hi-i.  J  promist^  jou.  fiad  it  n.»i  1m  m  lor  undiJty 
«  Rjn^'cr  h*Tc.  and  hworn  '«»  :!u;  ivftiri*,  J  would 
nr.:'.T  have  br-en  your  umpire  than  your  riinJ'-r.'ii.rr.— 
£a'.atlnj.'-hfd  quarrvl  is  a  foi^otten  quarrel;  siiid  your 
ti 'in?  should  have  no  further  const 'jut  nee  exi-eptini? 
lii^  apff  III*'  jf  may  have  pivt  n  you." 

SoNivinff.  he  urce-d  forward  l>is  pony,  and  movr<l 
ifl  incmiii  toward.'*  the  l^rniuv  by  tin;  nean.it  all<  y. 
Hih /ef  I  riJmoBE  fouehinK  the  ^nmnd,  the  bnii  of  his 
^•*  -u^r MUngin  the  »tirnii».— the  foH'pari of  ilie  thiph 
^'Wifbt  rou/id  to  the  saddlc.—the  he*eis  turne-<i  oui- 
»inii,  and  sunk  aa  much  as  possible, -hie  body  pre- 
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ciselv  erect.— thr.  reins  iTojerly  .^Il^/•>^'lllnalIc^ily 
divi(fed  in  his  left  hand,  his  ri;!ht  ho!(!ii-.jj;ari(liii;{-rod 
diasonally  pointed  towan'**  tin-  hor>«'.s  left  ear, —he 
s(t.<meti  a  rhani[)ioii  of  the  nienajre,  lit  to  havi-  reined 
Bucephalus  himsi.-lf.  His  yuuthtul  eoinpaiiions.  who 
atttnded  on  eillur  hand  like  eijiurries,  eoidd  r^carcc 
buppretis  a  smile  at  ihcr  emnplLtily  adju:*ted  and  sys- 
tematic pe>.>^tiire  of  tlu  ndrr.  contrastid  with  the  wild 
anddiminutiveapiM'nniin*  iil'ilu  pony, wi'.h  il.vslia^isy 
coat,  and  lon^  tail  and  mane,  uiul  itsk<.i.ii  e)(.i:  .^paik- 
lin;f  like  nd  coals  from  aiiioii^i>t  tiie  nrirs  ol  hair 
which  1(  II  over  its  small  i-oiinit  iiaiu-e.  If  the  n  ader 
has  the  Duke  of  IMewcnslle's  hook  on  hur.-emanship, 
U/i/t;ir/i</</  7««i/i>.')  ln'  may  ha\r  soii.v  i:lia  of  the 
figure  of  the  piod  knight,  if  he  ran  rt>n(-(  i\e  bueli  a 
figure  as  one  of  the  cavaliers  then  ri  prrst-nw  d.  sratrd, 
in  a!I  the  iirjiees  of  his  art,  on  a\V<.l-hor  I-'\moor 
jMiiiy.  in  its  native  sava^i-  ainXr.  wiilmnl  f^riioniinj;  or 
discipline  of  any  kind  ;  ilic  iidicule  hi'iiii?  I'leatiy  en- 
hanced by  thedisproiJortion  of  hize  k'twixt  the  nnimal 
and  its  nder. 

Perhaps  the  knifiht  >*aw  llieir  woiidir.  for  the  first 
wonis  he  said  after  tin  y  h fl  the  tiiuiind  were.  "  I'ixic, 
though  unnll,  is  nutth.^ome,  f-tn.jdnfn,"'  (lure  he 
contrivid  that  Pixii-  shoiiUi  hinisdf  eoriolK)rafi'  the 
assertion,  by  execiilinj:  a  ;^aiiili;i(Ii\)-"  he  is  dimi- 
nutive, but  fiillof  ^pi^it;-  iijd«.Ml.  .-Ji\r  thjii  I  r-m  some- 
what too  larpe  for  an  titin  horsLiiuin."  (the  kni;dit 
w:is  iinwards  of  six  f«  ( t  hiv'h,)  "  1  .-lioiild  n  mind  my- 
self, w  iii.n  I  mount  hini,  of  the  Fair\  King,  as  described 
by  Mike  Drayton  :- 

'Hini^If  lifon  onrnrwip  j-'l, 

Vi>t  »-rnrmii'on>iir  Vnrk  rould  fvt, 

tii)  iifl  nml  liiL'li  lu-  'till  rur<  1!, 

Hn*  Uv  liiniMll  ^ln1^^■tllc. 
II«>  mnilf  liim  hloc  niiU  tun.,  and  bouDcJ, 
Til  Fallop,  Rixi  to  ir-.i!  tli(.> .  iiitiu. 
lie  fCHTif  i-tiiiM  htni.iioii  i.ii)  (.'mund. 

Up  wni»  Ml  fulli'l  nu!tih-.' "' 

"My  old  Jricnd,  Pixic!"'  snid  Kvirnrd.  strokinfzti'.c 
ponv's  nrck,  "  I  am  i;l:id  tl.Jit  he  h:i>  surv:v(  d  :il]  these 
hu^flinK  davh— Pixic.  imiri  l-i  ubovt  twi  nty  ye.-iri-  :^ld, 
Sir  IlLiiiy  /■' 

".Above  twenty  y«  iirs.  -(rtainly.  1  e.-,  luphi  w 
3Iarkham,  war  is  a  whirlwind  in  a  j.lnii'.iition,  which 
onli  ^pares  what  is  h  :jsf  \\  .iih  bavin;:.  Old  Pixie 
and  hi.s  old  master  ha\e  m::m\«iI  manva  lal'  hdow, 
and  manv  a  «ri«t  hor<4-  ruiilur  ff  thcin  ^ood  for 
much  thr'm}?elvt  s.  Vet,  as  Will  !-.i\  .s  .111  old  man  can 
do  somewhat.    So  Pixic  and  I  f-iill  survive  " 

So  say  inf.',  he  a^ain  c.jnfri\Ml  ihat  Pixie  .should 
show  soine  renmanis  ol  aeiivitv. 

"Stdl  survi\c  ?"  >:ih\  the  \ounM  Scoit,  completing 

the  se-ntence  which  ihi  ^lodl.niiiiitliadkii  untiniahed 

— "av.  still  s^urvive, 

'•T'luifcli  tlic  ttiirlil  with  iir-l)'«li.ir*cmonthii).'  " 

Everanl  rolound,  for  he  U  it  il.i  iiony  ;  but  not  so 
his  uncle,  whose hinipl*  v:!iiity  iii  \i » j.iriuiitcdhim  to 
doubt  the  sinci  rity  of  tlu  <nnirlinn  nr. 

"Are  vou  a«lvi.««td  of  ili.n  ? "  lu  r-aid.  In  King 
James's  time,  inde<d.  I  have  nifxaud  in  the  tiltyaru, 
and  ihen^  vou  nii^-'ht  h:»vi-.-.iid  - 

*  Yon  hOw  youiiR  ll.irry  \\i\\\  lii- 'rover  up.' 

.As  to  seeiiu<  old  Harry,  win'' — Ilm'  the  knip[ht 
paused,  and  !iN>ki  d  as  :i  Ixi-htiil  inun  in  labour  of  a  \.\3n 
—"As  to  old  Harry  uliv  ^rn  iv'vAii  as  wJl  see  the 
</<iri7.  S'on  take  nic,  IMasW  r  Ki  im  I'Vi:.  — Mir  de-vij,  you 
know,  is  my  nnmc-ak*  7  ha— ha-  ha:  ( "oi:.=  ;ii  Kxtr- 
aid,  ]  nopc'your  iinci'-ion  i.--  not  .^jtarti'.d  by  an  inno- 

enM  JeST   . 

He  w.-is  SO  iii'liii'.:ted  villi  tl;-  .-.j-:  ;a>;-r  r(  W  ili  his 
eoini-ar.ions.thal  In  reciii d  ili<  u  l.'.Ii  ii  ;i.«' « « I- 1  r.ited 
pas-a?'-  reltrnd  to.  riiil  coip  l-.iiii  tj  v, ;  ii  c!ri\ii:;  the 
I'rts'iit  a:':-,  bundle  ail  i'*'  \\i's.  I'l'iiin .  (  vwl  v,  Wal-^ 
ler,  and  the  n>l  of  thcni  lo!n  ilur,  to  iio'li-c  u  poet  of 
a  t'^nthpart  ofthe  ^ri-niiu  oijiid  Wnl.         ^ 


fl»',  when  the  Maitiiii.».  Iji\  Im  I'l-   Hull  ?  -  v.b;-.  n  "  \\n'i 
nil  honest  cavalier,  and  wn.fe  !:ood  i!iii-:ei.  1  ■  ;i-  ndi  ; 
but  how  came  he  akin  wi  U  ill  ^huk^-pi  are.  1  How  : 
"  Why,"  replied  the  youns  Scot,  "by  il.e  suier  tide 
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of  the  house,  and  after  the  old  fashion,  if  D^Avenant 
speaks  truth.  It  seems  that  his  mother  was  a  good- 
looking,  laughing,  buxom  mistress  of  an  inn  between 
Stratford  and  London,at  which  Will  Shakspeare  often 
quartered  as  he  went  down  to  his  native  town;  and  that 
out  of  friendship  and  gossipred.  as  we  say  in  Scotland, 
Will  Shakspeare  became  godfather  to  Will  D'Aven- 
ant;  and  not  content  with  this  qiiritual  affinity,  the 
younger  Will  is  for  establishing  some  claim  to  a  na- 
tural one,  alleging  that  his  mother  was  a  great  admirer 
of  wit,  and  there  were  no  bounds  to  her  complaisance 
for  men  of  genius."* 

"Out  upon  the  hound!"  said  Colonel  Everard; 
"would  he  purchase  the  reputation  of  descending 
from  poet,  or  from  prince,  at  the  expense  of  his  mo- 
ther's good  fame?— his  nose  ought  to  be  slit" 

"That  would  be  difficult,"  answered  the  disguised 
Prince,  recollecting  the  peculiarity  of  the  bard's  coon- 
tenance.t 

"  W^ill  D* Avenant  the  son  of  Wai  Shakspeare  V*  sakl 
the  knight,  who  had  not  yet  recovered  his  surprise  at 
the  enormity  of  the  pretension ;  "why,  it  reminds  me 
of  a  verse  in  the  puppetshow  of  Phaeton,  when  the 
hfiio  complains  to  his  mother— 


'  Beaides.  by  all  Um  villus  boy 
You  tlM  Sun'*  ion,  joa 


■csbon 

nscu,  ] 


I'm  alunn'd 


yoa  be  d-4  t*i 


\. 


I  never  heard  such  unblushing  assurance  in  my  life  !— 
Will  D'Avenant  the  son  of  the  brightest  and  best 
poet  that  ever  was,  is,  or  will  be !— But  I  crave  your 
pardon,  nephew— You,  I  believe,  love  no  slageplays." 

"Nay,  I  am  not  altogether  so  precise  as  you  would 
make  me,  uncle.  I  have  loved  them  perhaps  too  well 
in  my  time,  and  now  I  condemn  them  not  altogether, 
or  in  grass,  though  I  approve  not  their  excesses  and 
extravagances.  I  cannot,  even  in  Shakspeare,  but 
see  many  things  both  scandalous  to  decency  and  pro- 
judicial  to  good  manners— ma nv  things  which  tend  to 
ridicule  virtue,  or  to  recommend  vice, — at  least  to  mi- 
tigate the  hideousness  of  its  features.  I  cannot  think 
these  fine  poems  are  a  useful  study,  and  especially  for 
the  youth  of  cither  sex,  in  which  Sloodshea  ispomted 
ont  as  the  chiof  occupation  of  the  men,  and  intrigue  as 
ihesoleemployraentof  the  women." 

In  making  these  observations.  Everard  was  simple 
enoup:h  to  think  that  he  was  only  ^ving  his  uncle  an 
opportunit)r  of  defend-ng  a  favourite  opinion,  without 
ottendins?  him  by  a  contradiction,  which  was  so  limited 
and  miii;?ated.  But  hert*,  as  on  other  occasions,  he 
forgot  how  obstinate  his  uncle  was  in  his  views, 
whether  of  religion,  policy,  or  taste,  and  that  it  would 
be  as  easy  to  convert  him  to  the  Presbyterian  form  of 
government,  or  engage  him  to  take  (he  abfuration 
oath,  as  to  shake  his  belief  in  Shakspeare.  There  was 
another  pecuU  irity  in  the  good  knight's  mode  of  a;*- 

Suin^f,  which  Everard,  being  himself  of  a  plain  and 
ownright  character,  and  one  wliose  religious  tenets 
were  in  some  decrn'o  unfavourable  to  the  suppressions 
and  simulations  often  used  in  society,  could  never  per- 
fectly und'Tsiand.  8ir  Henry,  pensiblc  of  his  natural 
heat  of  temper,  was  wont  scrupulously  to  guard  against 
it  and  wouM  for  some  time,  when  in  fact  much 
onended,  conduct  a  debate  with  all  the  external  ap- 
pearance of  c')mpoMrc,  till  the  violence  of  his  feelings 
woald  rise  so  hi:?h  as  to  overcome  and  bear  away  the 
artificial  barriers  opposed  to  it,  and  rush  down  upon 
the  advrrsary  with  accumulating  wrath.  It  thus 
frequently  happened,  that,  like  a  wily  old  general,  he 
retreated  m  the  face  of  his  disputant  m  good  order  and 
by  dcjjTe.'S.  with  so  moderate  a  degree  of  resistance, 
as  to  draw  on  his  antngonist's  pursuit  to  the  spot, 
where,  at  length,  making  a  suiden  and  unexpected 
attack,  with  horse,  foot,  and  artillery  at  once,  he  sel- 
dom failed  to  confound  the  enemy,  though  he  might 
not  overthrow  him. 

*Thic  vMsipinf  talo  m  to  lie  found  io  the  vtrioram  Shalu- 
PMre.  O'Avunint  did  not  much  mind  tbrowiiiir  out  hint*  in 
which  h<*  •ncriiced  hun)Oth«>r's  character  to  hU  deain  of  betof 
beld  a  di-^r'-ndant  frnm  the  admirable  Sliakapeare. 

tD'AfPM^wnt  nrtualty  wanted  the  uose,  th^  foaodation  of 
imnr  a  j<'st  ofttie  day. 

}  We  o*  •M'rve  tint  couplet  in  Pieldiuc'a  Ibroe  of  TvmUe-dnn' 
Dkk,  founrttMl  on  i\\f  samo  claAsical  storr.  An  it  waa  current  in 
tlie  time  of  the  CuromMnucalUt,  it  mu^i  have  reached  the  author 
ot  Tom  Jorus  hf  iraditMin— for  no  ooo  wdl  au^peet  the  pnttot 
•athor  of  makinf  the  onaehronian. 


It  was  on  this  principle,  therefore,  that,  heartnis 
Everard*s  last  observation,  he  disguised  his  angry 
feelings,  and  answered,  with  a  tone  where  politeneM 
was  called  in  to  keep  giiard  upon  passion,  That  un- 
doubtedly the  Presbyterian  gentry  had  even,  throagh 
the  whole  of  these  imhappy  times,  such  proofii  or  a 
humbly  unaspiring,  and  unambitious  desire  of  the 
public  good,  as  entitled  them  to  general  credit  for  the 
sincerity  of  thoae  very  strong  samples  which  they  eo- 
tertained  against  woriuL  in  whic'i  the^  noblest  senti- 
ments of  rehgion  and  yirtue,«-sentiments  whidi 
might  convert  nardened  sinners,  and  be  placed  with 
propriety  in  the  mouths  of  dying  saints  ana  martyrs.— 
happened,  fix>m  the  rudeness  and  coarse  taste  of  tne 
times,  to  be  mixed  with  some  broad  jests,  and  similar 
matter,  which  lay  not  much  in  the  way,  excepting 
of  those  who  painfully  sought  such  stuff  out,  that  they 
might  use  it  in  villifying  what  was  in  itself  deserving 
of  the  highest  applause.  But  what  he  wished  espe- 
cially to  know  fit>m  his  nephew  wa&  whether  anr  of 
those  gifted  men  who  had  expelled  ine  learned  scho- 
lars and  deep  drvines  of  the  Church  of  England  from 
the  pulpit,  and  now  flourished  in  their  stead,  received 
any  in^iration  from  the  muses,  (if  he  might  use  so 
profane  a  term  without  oflcnce  to  Colonel  EverarcL) 
or  whether  they  were  not  as  sottishly  and  bretaUy 
averse  from  el^^nt  letters,  as  they  were  from  huma- 
nity and  common  sense  T' 

Colonel  Everard  might  have  guessed,  by  the  ironi- 
cal tone  in  which  this  speech  was  delivered,  what 
storm  was  mustering  within  his  uncle's  bosom— najr, 
he  might  have  conjectured  the  state  of  the  old  knigfai  s 
feelings  from  his  emphasis  on  the  word  Colonel,  by 
which  epithet,  as  that  which  most  connected  his 
nephew  with  the  party  he  hated,  be  never  distin- 
guished Everard,  unless  when  his  wrath  was  rising : 
while,  on  the  contrary,  when  disposed  to  be  on  good 
terms  with  him,  he  usually  called  him  Kinsman,  or 
Nephew  Markham.  Ind^>d,  it  was  under  a  partial 
sense  that  this  was  the  ca;te.  and  in  the  hope  to  see 
his  cousin  Alice,  that  the  Colonel  forbore  making  any 
answer  to  the  harangue  of  his  uncle,  which  hadoon* 
eluded  just  as  the  old  knight  had  alighted  at  the  door 
of  the  Lodge,  and  was  entering  the  nail,  followed  by 
his  two  attendants. 

Phoebe  at  the  same  time  made  her  appearance  in 
the  hall,  and  received  orders  to  bring  some  "beve- 
rage" for  the  gentlemen.  The  Hebe  of  Woodstock 
failed  not  to  recognise  and  welcome  Everard  by  an 
almost  imperceptible  curtsey;  but  she  did  not  serve 
her  intenst,  as  she  designed,  when  she  asked  the 
knight  as  a  question  of  course,  whether  he  com- 
manded the  attendance  of  Mistress  AUce.  A  stem 
No,  was  the  dt^ided  reply;  and  the  ill-timed  inter- 
ference seemed  to  increaw  his  previous  irritation 
against  Everard  for  his  depreciation  of  Shakmeare. 
"i  would  insist,"— said  Sir  Henry,  resuming  ifaeolK 
noxious  subject,  "were  it  fit  for  a  poor  disbanded 
cavalier  to  use  such  a  phrase  towards  a  commander 
of  the  conquering  army,— upon  knowing  whether  the 
convulsion  which  has  sent  us  saints  and  prophets 
without  end,  has  not  also  afforded  us  a  poet  with 
enough  both  of  gifts  and  grace  to  outshine  poor  old 
Will,  the  oracle  and  idol  of  us  blinded  and  carnal 
cavaliers  V 

"Surely,  sir,"  replied  Colonel  Everaid,  "I  know 
verses  \%  fit  ten  by  a  friend  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
those,  too,  of  a  dramatic  character,  which,  weighed 
in  an  impartial  scale,  might  equal  even  the  poetry  of 
Shakspeare,  and  which  are  free  from  the  fustian  and 
indelicacy  with  which  that  great  bard  was  aome- 
times  content  to  feed  the  coarse  appedtes  of  his  bar- 
barous audience." 

"  Indeed !"  said  the  knight,  keeping  down  his  wrath 
with  difficulty.  "  I  should  like  to  be  acquainted  with 
this  masterpiece  of  poetry !— May  we  ask  the  name 
of  this  distinguished  person  ?" 

"  It  must  be  Vicars,  or  Withers,  at  least,"  said  the 
feigned  page. 

"No,  Sir,"  replied  Everanl,  "nor  Dnimmond  of 
Hawthomden,  nor  Lord  Stiriing  neUher.  And  yet 
the  verses  will  vindicate  what  I  say,  if  you  will  make 
allowance  for  indificrent  recitationi  for  I  am  better 
accustomed  to  speak  to  a  battalion  than  to  chose  who 
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love  the  muses.  The  speaker  is  a  lady  benighted, 
who,  having  lost  her  way  in  a  pathless  forest,  at  first 
expresses  herself  agitated  by  the  supernatural  fears 
to  which  her  situation  gave  nse."  - 

"A  plav,  toot.and  wntten  by  a  roundhead  author T' 
said  Sir  Henry  in  sniprise. 

"A  dramatie  production  at  least,"  replied  his  ne- 
phew ;  and  began  to  recite  simply,  but,  with  feeling, 
the  lines  now  so  well  known,  but  which  had  then 
obtained  no  celebrity,  the  fame  of  the  author  resting 
upon  the  basis  rather  of  his  polemical  and  political 
poblicattona,  than  on  the  poetry  doomed  in  after  days 
to  support  the  eternal  structure  of  his  immortality. 

*'  *  These  thoQrbti  may  ttaitle,  but  will  not  Mtottiid 
Tbe  virtuoiw  mind,  that  over  walka  attended 
By  ■  atroDg-aidinff  ehampioa,  Conaeienoe.' " 

"My  own  opinion,  nephew  Markham.  my  own 
opinion,"  said  Sir  Henr>',  with  a  burst  of  admiration ; 

better  expressed,  but  just  what  I  said  when  the 
sooundrdly  roundheads  pretended  to  see  ghosts  at 
Woodstock —CfO  on.  I  pnthee." 

Everard  proceeded  .— 

"  *  Oh  weieone,  pare-oTcd  Faith,  white-handed  Hope 

Tboa  hoveriof  angel,  girt  with  f olden  wioga. 

And  thou  aobiemiali'd  form  of  Cliaatitf  t 

I  aee  ye  viiibly,  and  now  beliere 

Thmt  lie  the  Supreme  Good,  to  whom  all  thiofi  iU 

Aie  bat  ae  slavish  officers  of  vengeance, 

"Weidd  send  a  glistering  guardian,  if  need  weie, 

To  keep  nr  iiia  and  honour  unnMail'd.— 

Ifaal  oeoeiTed  or  did  a  sable  cloud, 

Tuni  forth  her  stiver  lioiog  on  the  night  ?'* 

**  The  rest  has  escaped  me,"  said  the  reciter :  "  and 
I  marvel  1  have  been  able  to  remember  so  much."  , 

Sir  Henry  Lee,  who  had  expected  some  effiision 
very  diiieient  from  those  classical  and  beautiful  lines, 
soon  changed  th^  scornful  expression  of  his  counte- 
nance, relaxed  his  contorted  upper  lip,  and  stroking 
down  his  beard  with  his  left  hand,  rested  the  fore- 
finger of  the  right  upon  his  eyebrow,  in  sign  of  pro- 
fiiand  attention.  Alter  Everard  had  ceased  speak- 
ing, the  old  man  sighed  as  at  the  end  of  a  strain  of 
sweet  music.  He  then  spoke  iu  u  gentler  manner 
than  formerly. 

**CkMi8in  Markham,"  he  said,  "these  verses  flow 
sweetly,  and  sounded  in  mv  ears  like  the  well- touched 
waifoling  of  a  lute.  But  thou  knowest  I  am  some- 
thing slow  of  apprehending  the  full  meaning  of  that 
which  1  hear  for  the  first  time.  Repeat  me  these 
verses  again,  slowly  and  deliberately ;  for  I  always 
iove  to  hear  poetry  twice,  the  first  time  for  sound,  and 
the  latter  time  fur  sense. 

Tlius  encouraged,  Everard  recited  again  the  lines, 
with  more  hardihood  and  better  eflect;  the  knight 
diistinctly  understanding,  and,  from  his  looks  and 
motiona,  highly  applauding  them. 

"Yes!"  he  broke  out  when  Everard  was  again 
■lent—"  Yes  I  do  call  that  poetry— thou^  it  were 
even  written  by  a  Presbyterian,  or  an  Anabaptist 
either.  Ay,  there  were  good  and  righteous  people  to 
be  found  even  amongst  the  ofTendinR  towns  which 
were  destroyed  by  fire.  And  certainly  I  have  heard, 
though  with  little  credence,  (begging  your  pardon, 
cooain  Evenrd,)  that  there  are  men  among  you  who 
have -seen  the  error  of  their  ways  in  rebelhng  agiunst 
the  best  and  kindest  of  masters,  and  bringing  it  to 
that  pass  that  he  waa  murdered  by  a  gang  yet  fiercer 
than  themselves. ,  Ay,  doubtless  the  gentleness  of 
spirit^  and  the  purity  of  mind,  which  dictated  those 
beautiful  lines,  has  long  up  taught  a  man  so  amiable 
to  say,  I  have  sinned,  I  nave  sinned.  Yes,  I  doubt 
not  so  sweet  a  harp  has  been  broken,  even  in  remorse, 
for  the  crimes  he  was  witness  to ;  and  now  he  sits 
drooping  for  the  shame  and  sorrow  of  England,— all 
his  noble  rhymes,  as  Will  says, 

*  LUu  swset  bells  jaofled  oat  of  tune  and  barab.* 

Dost  thou  not  think  so,  Master  Kerneguy  7" 
"  Not  L  Sir  Henry,"  answered  the  page,  somewhat 

malicKMisiy. 
**  What,  dost  not  believe  the  author  of  these  lines 

most  needs  be  of  the  better  file,  and  leaning  to  our 

persuasion  7" 
"I  think,  Sir  Henry,  that  the  poetry  qualifies  the 


author  to  write  a  play  on  the  subject  of  Dame  Poti- 
phar  and  her  recusant  lover:  and  as  for  his  calling— 
that  last  metaphor  of  the  cloud  in  a  black  coat  or 
cloak,  with  silver  linins.  would  have  dubbed  him  a 
tailor  with  me,  only  that  1  happened  to  know  that  he  is 
a  achoolmaster  by  profession,  and  by  political  opi- 
nions qualified  to  be  Poet  Laureate  to  Cromwell;  for 
what  Colonel  Everard  has  repeated  with  such  unc- 
tion, is  the  production  of  no  less  celebrated  a  person 
than  John  Milton." 

"John  Milton!"  exclaimed  Sir  Henry  in  astonish- 
ment—"What!  John  Milton  the  blasphemous  and 
bloody-minded  author  of  the  Defensio  Populi  Angli- 
earn!— the  advocate  of  the  infernal  High  Court  of 
Fiends !— the  creature  and  parasite  of  that  grand  im- 
postor, that  loathsome  hypocrite,  that  detestable 
monster,  that  prodigy  of  the  universe,  that  dis^aoe 
of  mankind,  that  landscape  of  iniquity,  that  sink  of 
sin,  and  that  compendium  of  baseness,  Oliver  Crom- 
well !" 

"  Even  the  same  John  Milton,"  answered  Charles ; 
"  schoolmaster  to  little  boys,  and  tailor  to  the  clouds, 
which  he  furnishes  with  suits  of  black,  lined  with 
silver,  at  no  other  expense  than  that  of  common 
sense. 

"Markham  Everard," said  the  old  knight,  "I  will 
never  foigive  thee — never,  never.  Thou  hast  made 
me  speak  words  of  praise  respecting  one  whose  ofTal 
should  fatten  the  region-kites— Speak  not  to  me,  sir, 
but  begone !  Am  I,  your  kinsman  and  benefactor,  a 
fit  person  to  be  juggled  out  of  mv  commendation  and 
eulogy,  and  brought  to  bedaub  such  a  whitened 
aepuTcnre  as  the  sophist  Milton  ?" 

^'  I  profess,"  said  Everard,  "  this  is  hard  measure, 
Sir  Henry.  You  pressed  me— you  defied  me,  to  pro- 
duce poetry  as  good  as  Shakspeare's.  I  only  thought 
of  the  verses^  not  of  the  politics  of  Milton." 

"O  yes  sur,"  replied  Sir  Henry,  "we  well  know 
your  power  of  making  distinctions;  you  could  make 
war  against  the  King's  prerogative,  without  having 
the  least  design  against  his  person.  Oh  Heaven  for- 
bid !  But  Heaven  will  hear  and  judge  you.— Set  down 
the  beverage,  Phcsbe"— (this  was  added  by  way  of 
parenthesis  to  Phoebe,  who  entered  with  refreshment) 
—"Colonel  Everard  is  not  thiraty.— You  have  wiped 
your  mouths,  and  said  you  have  done  no  evil.  But 
though  you  have  deceived  man,  yet  (xod  you  cannot 
deceive.  And  you  shall  wipe  no  lips  in  Woodstock, 
either  after  meat  or  drink,  I  promise  you." 

Charged  thus  at  once  with  the  faults  imputed  to 
his  whole  religious  sect  and  political  party,  Everard 
folt  too  late  ot  what  imprudence  he  Had  been  guilty 
in  giving  the  opening  by  disputing  his  uncle's  taste  in 
dramatic  poetry.  He  endieavoured  to  explain— to 
apologize. 

"  I  miatook  jrourpuipose,  honoured  sir,  and  thought 
you  really  dented  to  know  something  of  our  litera- 
ture; and  in  repeatmg  what  you  deemed  not  unwor- 
thy your  hearing,  I  profess  I  thought  I  was  doing  you 
pleasure,  instead  of  stirring  your  indignation." 

"O  ay!"  returned  the  knight  with  unmitigated 
rigour  of  resentment— "profess— profess— Ay,  that 
is  the  new  phrase  of  asseveration,  instead  of  the  pro- 
fane adjuration  of  courtiera  and  cavalieis— Ob,  sir, 
vrqftaa  less  and  practise  more— find  ao  good-day  to 
you.— Master  Kerneguy,  you  will  find  beverage  in  my 
apartment. 

While  Phcebe  atood  wping  in  admiration  at  the 
sudden  quarrel  which  had  nnt^en.  Colonel  Everard's 
vexation  aiid  resentment  wo  cu  a  little  increased  by 
tl}e  nonchalance  of  the  young  Scotsman,  who,  with 
his  hands  thrust  into  his  pockets,  (with  a  courtly  af- 
fectaUon  of  the  Ume,)  had  thrown  himself  into  one  of 
the  antique  ohairs,  and,  theugh  habitually  teo  polite 
to  laugh  aloud^  and  possessing  that  art  of  internal 
laughter  by  which  men  of  the  worid  learn  to  indulge 
iheu*  mirth  without  incurring  quarrels,  or  giving  direct 
offence,  was  at  no  particular  trouble  lo  conceal  that  he 
was  exceedingly  amused  by  the  result  of  the  Colonel's 
visit  to  Woodstock.  Cofonel  Everard's  patience,  how- 
ever, had  reached  bounds  which  it  was  very  likely  to 
surpiaas;  for,  though <iiflering  widely  in  politics,  there 
was  a  reaemblanoe  betwixt  the  temper  of  the  uncl« 
and  nq;>hew. 
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"Dnmnatio.i!"  exclaimed  the  ColomI,  in  a  tone 
which  hf?canio  a  puritan  as  little  as  did  the  exclama- 
tion it  sell'. 

*'  Am.'n !"  said  I^iiis  Kcmcgiiy,  but  in  a  tone  so 
soft  and  £;enlIo,  tiiat  the  c|ac;]laliun  seemed  rather  to 
escapo  liiiii  th.-ui  to  be  desi^ntvlly  uttered. 

"  Sir  I"  sail!  EvcranI,  striding  towards  him  in  that 
sort  of  humour^  when  a  man,  full  of  resentment, 
Would  not  uawillin;;ly  find  an  object  on  which  to 
discharge  it. 

''  Plait  il  /*'  said  the  pago,  in  the  most  equable 
tone,  looking  up  in  his  face  with  the  most  uncon- 
scious innoceuci?. 

"1  wish  to  know,  sir,"  retorted  Everard,  "the 
meaning  of  that  which  you  said  just  now  ?" 

"  Only  a  pouring  out  of  the  spirit,  worthv  sir," 
returned  Kerno.^uy-— *' a  small  skitf  despatched  to 
HeavfH  0.1  niy  own  account,  to  keen  company  with 
your  holy  pi;titlon  just  now  exprcsst'd." 

"Sir,  1  have  known  a  merry  gentleman's  bones 
broke  for  such  a  smile  as  you  wt^ar  just  now,"  replied 
Everard. 

"There,  look  you  now!"  answered  the  malicious 
page,  who  eouM  not  weigh  ovi>n  the  thoughts  of  his 
safety  against  the  ♦^njoyniciit  of  his  jest— "  If  you  had 
stuck  to  your  professions^  worthy  sir,  you  must  have 
choked  by  tills  time ;  hut  your  round  execration  bolted 
like  a  cork  from  a  bottle  of  cider,  and  now  allows 
yoar  wrath  lo  come  foaming  out  after  it,  in  the  honest 
unbapiized  language  of  common  rulBans." 

"  For  Ilea  yen's  sake,  Master  Girnrgy,"  said  Phoebe 
*' forbear  giving  the  Coloiul  these  bitter  words  I  And 
do  you.  go>)d  Colonel  Markham,  scorn  to  take  ofTenco 
at  his  hands— ho  is  but  a  boy." 

"If  the  Colonr'l  or  you  choose.  Mistress  Phcrbe, 
you  shall  find  me  a  man  -1  think  the  gentleman  can 
say  something  to  the  pur|>ose  already.— Probably  he 
may  rccomuuind  to  yon  the  part  of  the  Lady  in 
Conius ;  and  I  only  hop<!  his  own  admiration  of  John 
Milton  will  nut  induce  him  to  undertake  the  part  of 
Samtaon  Agonlstes,  and  blow  up  this  old  house  with 
execrations,  or  pull  it  down  in  wrath  about  our  ears." 

"  Voung  man,"  said  the  Colonel,  still  in  towering 

Eassion,  "if  you  respect  my  principles  for  nothing  else, 
e  grateful  for  the  protection  which,  but  for  them, 
you  would  not  easily  attain." 

"Nay,  then,"  said  the  attendant,  "I  must  fetch 
those  who  have  more  influence  with  you  than  I 
hare,"  and  away  tripped  Phosbe;  while  Kemeguy 
answered  Everard  in- the  same  provoking  tone  of 
calm  indiffirence,— 

"  Before  you  menace  me  with  a  thing  so  formidable 
as  your  resentment,  vou  ou?ht  to  be  certain  whether 
I  may  not  be  complied  by  circumstances  to  deny  you 
the  opp<)rtunity  you  s«ieni  to  point  at." 

At  this  moment  Alia',  summoned  no  doubt  by  her 
attendant,  entered  the  hall  hastily. 

"  Master  Kemogoy,"  she  said,  "  my  father  requests 
to  «H'  you  in  Victor  Ijec's  apartment." 

Kemeguy  anise  and  bowra,  bat  seemed  determined 
to  remain  till  Everard's  departure,  so  as  to  prevent 
any  explanation  betwixt  the  cousins. 

"Markham."  said  .\lice,  hmriodly— "Cousin  Eve- 
rard—I  have  but  a  moment  to  remain  here— for  God's 
sake,  do  you  instantly  begone! — be  cautious  and 
patient— but  do  not  tarr>'  here— my  father  is  fearfully 
mcensed." 

"  I  have  had  my  uncle's  wonl  for  that,  madam," 
replied  Everard,  "  as  well  as  his  injunction  to  depart, 
wliich  I  will  obey  without  delav.  I  was  not  aware 
that  you  would  have  seconded  so  harsh  an  order 
quite  so  willioffly ;  but  I  go,  madam,  sensible  I  leave 
those  behind  wno.%  company  is  more  agreeable." 

"Uryust — -ungonen>u8 — ungrateful T  said  Alice; 
but  fearful  her  words  might  reach  cars  for  which 
they  were  not  designed,  she  spoke  them  in  a  voice 
80  feeble,  that  her  cousin,  for  whom  they  were  in- 
tended, lost  the  consolation  they  were  caJculated  to 
convey. 

Ho  bowed  coldly  to  Alice^  as  taking  leave^  and  said 
with  an  air  of  that  constrained  courtesy  which  some- 
times <^verH  among  men  of  condition,  the  most 
deadly  hatred,  "  I  believe,  Master  Kemeguy,  that  I 
must  make  it  convenient  at  present  to  suppress  my 


own  peculiar  opinions  on  the  inalter  which  we  havo 
hinted  at  in  our  conversation,  in  which  case  I  will 
send  a  gtnilcman,  who,  I  hope,  may  be  able  to  con- 
quer yours." 

The  supposed  Scotsman  made  him  a  stately,  and 
at  the  same  time  a  condescending  bow,  said  he 
should  expetM  the  honour  of  his  commands,  oflii-red 
his  hand  to  Mistress  Alice,  to  conduct  her  back  to 
her  fathers  apartment,  and  took  a  triumphant  leave (tf 
his  rival. 

Everard,  on  the  other  hand,  stung  beyond  his 
patience,  and,  from  the  grace  and  composed  assurance 
of  the  vouth's  carriage,  still  conceiving  him  to  be 
either  Wilmot,  or  some  of  his  compeers  in  rank  and 
profligacy,  returned  to  the  town  of  Woodstock,  de- 
termincti  not  to  be  outbearded,  even  though  he  &fabuld 
seek  redreart  by  means  which  his  principles  forbade 
him  to  consider  as  justifiable. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

BnundlnfJit  intPQipemnre 
In  naturo  i»  a  tyrauojr— it  hath  been 
The  untimely  oinpt|riiis  or  manr  A  throns, 
Aud  fall  of  many  kioga.  iMfOtft 

While  Colonel  Everard  retreated  in  hiffh  indig- 
nation from  the  little  refection,  which  Sir  Heaiy  Lee 
had  in  his  good-humour  offered,  and  withdrawn  under 
the  circumstances  of  provocation  which  we  have 
detailed,  the  good  old  knight,  scarce  recovered 
from  his  fit  of  passion,  partook  of  it  with  his  dangh- 
trr  and  guest,  and  shortly  af^er,  recollecting  some 
silvan  task,  (for,  though  to  little  efficient  purpose, 
he  still  regularly  attended  to  his  duties  as  Ranger,) 
he  called  Bevis,  and  went  out,  leaving  the  two  young 
people  together. 

"  Now,  said  the  amorous  Prince  to  himself,  "  that 
Alice  is  left  without  her  lion,  it  remains  to  see  whether 
she  is  herself  of  a  tij^ress  breed.— So,  Sir  Bevis  has 
left  his  charge,"  he  said  aloud ; "  I  thought  the  knights 
of  old,  those  stern  guardians  of  which  he  is  so  fit  a 
repres(.>ntative,  were  more  rigorous  in  maintaining  a 
vigihmt  guard." 

"Bevis,"  said  Alice,  "knows  that  his  attendance oa 
mo  is  totally  needless ;  and,  moreover,  he  has  other 
duties  to  perform,  which  every  true  kmght  prefers  to 
dangling  tne  whole  mominjg  by  a  lady's  sleeve." 

"  Vou  speak  treason  a^nst  all  true  affection,"  said 
the  gallant  ;  "  a  lad/s  lightest  wish  should  to  a  true 
knight  be  more  binding  than  aught  excepting  the 
summons  of  his  sovereign.  I  wish,  Mistress  Alio^ 
you  would  but  intimate  your  slightest  desire  to  ■& 
and  vou  should  see  how  I  have  practised  obedicnee. 


Vou  never  brought  me  word  what  o'clock  it  wa 
this  morning"  replied  the  young  lady,  "and  them  I 
sat  questioning  of^  the  wings  of  Time,  when  I  shooM 
have  remembered  that  gentlemen's  gallantry  cao  It 
quite  as  fugitive  as  Time  himself.  How  do  yon  knoir 
what  your  diiobodlencc  may  have  cost  me  and  otheisl 
Pudding  and  pasty  may  have  been  burned  to  a  cinder, 
for,  sir,  I  practise  the  old  domestic  rule  of  visiting  the 
kitchen ;  or  I  may  have  missed  prayers,  or  I  may 
have  been  too  late  for  an  appointment,  simply  by  tns 
negligence  of  Master  Louis  Kemcgoy  foihng  to  Isl 
me  know  the  hour  of  the  day." 

"  O,"  replied  Kemeguy,  "  I  am  one  of  those  lovo* 
who  cannot  endure  absence— I  must  be  eternally,  at 
the  feet  of  my  fair  enemy— such,  I  think,  is  the  titis 
with  which  romances  teach  us  to  graos  the  fair  and 
cniel  to  whom  we  devote  omr  hearts  and  lives.— 
Speak  for  me,  good  lute,"  he  added,  taking  up  the 
instrument,  "and  show  whether  I  know  not  my 
duty." 
,  He  sung,  but  with  more  taste  than  execution,  tfas 
air  of  a  French  rondelai,  to  which  some  of  the  will 
or  sonnetteers,  ia  his  gay  and  nmng  train,  had  adsptsA.^ 
English  verses. 

An  hoar  with  thee  i-Whsn  i^isst  daf 
Dapples  with  fold  the  emern  gnj. 
Oh,  what  can  frniiM  mw  mind  to  bear 
The  toil  and  turmoil,  eark  and  eara. 
New  friefli  which  oominr  luMtn  unfcdd. 
And  nd  niaambnaat  of^ths  old  ) 

One  hoar  with 
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On^  hoar  with  the«  i— Wlien  buraioff  June 
Wave*  h»  fed  (Uf  at  pitch  or  noon  ; 
Ik'batfhall  rei«r  the  faithrul  swaia. 
His  Labour  on  ihe  sultry  plain  ; 
And  raoTv  thao  aa%e  or  «heiterlDf  bouf  h. 
Cool  feverish  blood,  and  throbbior  brow  /— 

One  hour  %viUi 

One  boar  with  thee  '—When  sun  is  set, 
O,  what  ran  teach  me  to  forfpt 
The  thanklrM  labour*  of  the  day  : 
The  hop*^.  the  winhes,  floncawajr ; 
The  inrrraiiinir  wantji,  am!  T<>«i«iiins  ffains, 
THa  master's  prido,  who  acorai  my  pains  } 

One  hour  with  tbeo. 

■*TTul3r.  There  is  another  verse,"  said  the  soncrster  ; 
"b'jl  I  sins  11  not  to  jrpu,  Mistress  Alice,  because 
UfDP  of  the  prudes  of  the  court  liked  it  not," 

"I  thank  you,  MMi>t^r  Louis,''  answered  the  young 
j«^y.  *•  lK»ih  fur  your  discretion  in  singini?  what  has 


rated  my  power  nor  my  afibctian.  It  is  your  King— 
it  is  Charles  Stewart  who  speaks  to  you  1— he  can 
confer  duchies,  and  if  bjr-amy  can  merit  them,  it  is 
that  of  Alice  Lee.  Nay,  nav— rii»e— do  not  kneel—it 
is  for  your  sovereign  to  kneel  to  ihee,  Alice,  to  whom 
he  is  a  thouKand  times  more  divotcd,  thon  the  wan- 
derer Louis  dared  venture  to  profeas  himself.  Mjr 
Alice  has,  I  know,  been  trained  up  in  those  principles 
of  love  and  obedience  to  her  Povereij?n,  that  she  can- 
not in  conscience  or  in  mercy,  inflict  on  him  such  a 
wound  as  would  be  implied  in  the  rejection  of  his 
suit." 

In  mite  of  all  Charles's  attempts  to  prevent  her, 

Alice  had  perse vercfl  in  kneeling  on  one  knee,  until 

she  had  touched  with  her  lip  th».-  hand  with  which  he 

attempted  to  raise hor.    But  this  sahiraf ion  tndt^,  ehe 

^  ....  stood  upright,  with  hi.r  arms  folded  on  hir  bosom— 

pvirn  me  pleasure,  and  in  forbearing  what  might  offend  I  hrrWlva  humble,  but  commsed.  keen  niid  watchful, 
"*        *  •  .  -  .      .        .....      ^^^  ^^  pos.cefisetl  of  herself,  so  litrle  flail*. red  t'v  the 

conimunicatk>n  which  the  King  had  supposed  would 
have  l»een  overpow-cring.  fhat  he  scarce  knew  in  what 
ternu*  next  to  urge  his  solicitation. 

"Thon  art  siknt— thou  art  silent,''  lif.«  said,  "my 
pretty  Alice.  Has  the  King  no  more  influence  witn 
thee  than  the  poor  Scottish  pa^^'o  .'" 

"In  one  senw,  i'\i'ry  infliuMice,"  paid  Alice;  "for 
he  commands  my  best  thouirhi.s,  my  hvt^i  wishes,  my 
earnest  pravers,  my  devolwi  loynlly,  which,  as  the 
inen  of  tn»- Housi-  of  Ler-  have  liecn  tvir  ready  to  tes- 
tify with  the  fiword.  so  are  (Ik:  women  bound  to  seal, 
if  necessary,  with  iluir  blood.  But  beyond  the  duties 
of  a  true  and  devoted  subjeot,  the  King  is  even  less 
to  .Alice  Lit:  than  iM>or  I.k)Uir  KfTuegiiy.  The  Page 
could  havr  ten«iercd  an  honourable  union— the  Mon- 
arch can  but  ofli^r  a  tontaminati'd  coronet." 

"  Vou  mistake,  Alice,  -  you  mistake,"  said  theKin^ 
eagerly.  "Sit  down  and  let  me  .speak  to  you— sit 
down— What  is't  you  fear?" 

"  I  fear  nothin;;,  my  lie;re,"  answered  .Vlice.  "  What 


SI- .  Tno'igh  a  country  girl,  I  j »reiend  to  be  »)  far  of  the 
f  iri  Liiy.l»i,  a?  to  receive  nothing  which  does  not  pass 
crTfnt  auion?  the  better  class  there." 

1  w.:uld,"  answ.rcd  Louis,  "that  you  were  so 
wtii  Con  firmed  in  their  creed,  as  to  let  all  pass  with 
t:l  to  which  court  ladies  would  give  currency."' 

And  what  would  be  the  consequence  7"  said  Alice, 
•A:-h  f  t'rftct  compfisure. 

"  In  :hat  case/'  said  Louis,  embarrassed  like  a 
fbireral  who  finds  that  his  preparation.s  for  attack  do 
tHt  seem  to  strike  either  ii>ar  or  confusion  into  the 
ftifiny— 'Mn  that  case  you  would  foi^ve  me,  fair 
Auee»  if  I  epf^ke  to  you  in  a  warmer  language  than 
ibi!  of  mer«  gDllanirjr— if  I  told  you  how  much  my 
hesrt  was  intcredtrd  in  what  you  consider  as  idle 
i«r.ag— if  I  seriously  owned  it  was  in  your  power  to 
make  mc  (he  happiest  or  the  most  miserable  of  human 
beings," 

"  Master  Kemcguy,"  said  Alice,  with  the  same  un- 
siiken  nonchalance,  "let  us  understand  each  other. 

I  an  iinlc  acquainted  with  high-bred  manners,  and  1  I  , /,.    -  .  . 

izi  unwilling,  I  tull  you  plainly,  to  be  accounted  a  billy  j  can  I  fear  from  the  King  of  Britain— I,  the  daughter 
cucntr>-  girl,  who,  either  fn)m  ignorance  or  conceit,  is  '  of  his  loyal  subject,  and  under  my  father' .-»  roof?   But 
fiinltd  :it  every  word  of  gallantry' addressed  to  her 
^r  •  young  man,  who,  for  the  present,  has  nothin;^; 
tvii'-.r  to  do  than  coin  and  circulate  such  false  comph 


I  remember  the  distance  betwixt  us.  and  though  I 
might  trifle  and  jest  with  mine  cqwnU  to  my  King  I 
must  only  appear  in  the  dutiful  posture  of  a  subject. 


arrja.     But  I  must  not  let  thi^  fear  of  seeming  rustic    unlc.os  wnere  his  snfi'ty  may  stem  to  require  that  I  do 
acd  awkwanJIy  timorous  carry  nie  too  far;  and  being 
iSTtorant  of  the  exact  limits,  I  will  take  care  to  stop 
«lth;n  ihem." 

"I  trust,  madam,"  said  Kemeg;uy,  "  that  however 
■everely  >oii  may  oe  disposed  to  judge  of  me,  your 
Yitucf  will  not  punish  me  too  severely  for  an  onencc, 
of  vhjch  your  charms  arc  alone  the  occasion  T' 


not  acknowledge  his  dignilv." 

Charles,  though  young,  l»einc  no  novice  in  such 
scenes,  was  surprised  to  encounter  resistance  of  a 
kind  which  had  not  been  opposed  to  him  in  similar 
pursuits,  even  in  cases  where  he  had  been  unsuccess- 
1  ful.  There  was  neither  aiigiT,  nor  injured  pride,  nor 
'  disorder,  nor  disdain,  real  or  affected,  in  the  manners 
He.ir  me  out,  sir,  if  you  please,"  resumed  Alice.  I  and  conduct  of  .A  lice.  She  stood,  us  it  seemed,  elanily 
"I have  listened  to  you  when  you  spoke  en  htrecr—  prepared  to  argue  on  the  subject,  which  is  generally 
Bay,  my  complaisance  has  l)ocn  so  great,  as  to  answer  decided  by  passion — showc^l  no  inclination  to  escape 
roQ  en  bereire—for  I  do  not  think  any  thing  except  from  the  apartment^  but  appeared  determined  to  hear 
liriiitulv  rah  come  of  dialo^es  between  Lindor  and  with  patience  the  suit  of  the  lover— while  her  counte- 
Jeuneion ;  and  the  pnncipal  fault  of  the  style  Is  its  j  nance  and  manner  intimated  that  she  had  this  com- 
citmne  and  rireHume  sillinuss  and  affectation.  But  nlaisance,  (miy  in  deference  to  the  commands  of  the 
vfaen  you  begin  to  kneel,  offtT  to  take  my  hand,  and  '  King. 

KKsk  with  a  more  serious  tone,  Innist  remind  you  of       "  She  is  ambitious,"  thought  Charles  ;  "  it  is  by 
««■  real  characters.    I  am  the  daughter  of  .Sir  Henry    dazzling  her  love  of  glory,  not  by  mere  passionate  en- 


Lee.  *ir  i  and  you  are.  or  profess  to  be^  Master  Louis 
Keriaegiiy,  my brotherspage,  and  a  fugitive  for  shelter 
cocer  my  fathers  roof,  who  incurs  danger  by  the 


treaties,  that  I  must  hope  to  be  successful.— I  pray  you 
b«!  seated,  my  fair  Alice,"  he  said,  "  the  lover  entreats 
—the  King  commands  you." 
"The  King,"  said  Alice,  "may  permit  the  relaxa- 


uDponunities. 

1  would  to  Heaven,  fair  Alice,"  said  the  King, 
''thityour  objections  to  the  suit  which  I  am  urging, 
pot  in  jeft,  but  most  seriously,  as  that  on  which  my 


barbour  he  affords  you,  and  whose  household,  tncre- 

kat.  ought  not  to  be  disturbed  by  your  unpleasing    tion  of  the  ceremonies  due  to  royalty,  but  he  cannot 

abrogate.-  the  subject's  duty,  even  by  express  com- 
mand. I  .««tand  here  while  it  is  your  Majesty's  plea- 
sun;  to  address  ine— a  patient  listener,  as  in  duty 
.  bound." 
happincM  dr^pcnds.  restetl  only  on  the  low  and  pre- !  "Know  then,  nmple  girl,'*  said  the  King,  "  that  m 
eanous  station  of  Louis  Kerneguy !— Alice,  thou  hast !  accepting  my  proffifTed  afft'ction  and  protection,  you 
lHc  loul  of  thy  family,  and  must  needs  love  honour,  break  through  no  law,  cither  of  virtue  or  morality. 
Iim  no  more  the  needy  Scottish  page,  whom  I  have,  i  Those  who  are  born  to  royalty  are  deprived  of  niany 
fcr  my  own  purposes,  personated,  than  1  am  the  :  of  the  comforts  of  private  life— chiefly  that  which  la, 
■wkward  lout,  whose  manners  I  adopted  on  the  flrsi  |  perhaps,  the  dean'Si  and  most  precious,  the  power  of 
Bishi  of  our  aoqiuintance.  This  hand,  poor  as  I  seem,  !  choi^sing  their  own  mates  for  life.  'I'hcir  fortnal  wcd- 
•^  confer  a  coronet."  I  dings  are  guided  upon  principles  of  pi>litical  expedi- 

"Kf^p  it,"  said  Alice,  "for  some  more  ambitious  \  ence  only,  and  those  to  whom  they  are  weddea  sre 
jtmhrl,  my  lord,— for  such  I  conclude  is  your  title,  if  ■  frequently,  in  temper,  person,  and  disposition,  the 

*" hand,    most  unlikely  to  make  ihem  happy.    Society  haa 


^9  romance  be  true,— I  would  not  accept  your 
«iM  you  confer  a  duchy." 

in  ooe  Moae,  lovely  Alioe,  you  have  neither  over- 


commiseration,  therefore,  towards  us,  and,  binds  our 
unwilling  and  often  unhappy  wedloclLS  with  chains 
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of  a  lighter  and  moreeaay  characto-  than  thoae  which 
fetter  other  men,  whose  marriage  ties,  as  more  volun- 
tarily assumed,  ought,  in  proportion,  to  be  more 
strictly  binding.  And  therefore,  ever  since  the  time 
that  Old  Henry  built  these  walla,  prieeta  and  prelates, 
as  well  as  nobles  and  atateamen,  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  see  a  fair  Roaamond  ride  the  heart  of  an 
affectionate  monarch,  and  console  him  for  the  few 
hours  of  constraint  and  state  which  he  must  bestow 
opon  some  angry  and  jealous  Eleanor.  To  such  a 
connexion  the  worid  attaches  no  blame ;  they  rush  to 
the  festival  to  admira  the  beautv  of  the  lovely  Eather, 
while  the  imperious  Vashti  is  left  to  oueen  it  in  soli- 
tude; they  throng  the  palace  to  ask  her  protection, 
whose  influence  is  more  in  the  state  a  hundred 
times  than  that  of  the  proud  consort ;  her  offspring 
rank  with  the  nobles  of  the  land,  and  vindicate  by 
their  courage,  like  the  celebrated  Longsword,  Earl  ca 
Salisbury,  tneir  descent  from  royalty  and  from  love. 
From  such  connexiona  our  richest  ranks  of  noblea 
are  recruited ;  and  the  mother  lives,  in  the  greatness 
of  her  posterity,  honoured  and  blessed,  as  she  died  la- 
mented and  wept  in  the  arms  of  love  and  friendship.*' 

"Did  Rosamond  so  die,  my  lordT'  said  Alice. 
"Our  records  sav  she  was  poisoned  by  the  injured 
Queen— poisoned,  without  time  allowed  to  call  to  CSod 
for  the  pardon  of  her  many  frulta.  Did  her  memory 
ao  live  7  I  have  heard  that,  when  the  Bishop  purified 
the  church  at  Godstowa  her  monument  waa  oroken 
open  by  his  orders,  ana  her  bonea  thrown  out  into 
unconsecrated  ground." 

"  Those  were  rude  old  days,  sweet  Alice,"  answered 
Charles ;  "  queens  are  not  now  so  jealous,  nor  bishops 
80  rigorous.  And  know,  besidea,  that,  in  the  landa  to 
whicn  I  would  lead  the  lovelieat  of  her  sex,  other 
laws  obtain,  which  remove  from  such  ties  even  the 
the  slightest  show  of  scandal.  There  ia  a  mode  of 
matrimony,  which,  fulfilling  all  the  ritea  of  the 
church,  leavea  no  stain  on  the  conscience;  yet  in- 
vesting the  bride  with  none  of  the  privileges  peculiar 
to  her  husband's  condition,  infringes  not  upon  the 
duties  which  the  King  owes  to  his  subjects.  So  that 
Alice  Lee  may,  in  all  respects,  become  the  real  and 
lawful  wife  of  Charles  Stewart,  except  that  their 
private  union  gives  her  no  title  to  be  Queen  of  Eng- 
land." 

"My  ambition,"  said  Alice,  "will  be  sufficiently 
gratified  to  see  Charies  king,  without  aiming  to  share 
either  hia  dignity  in  public,  or  hia  wealth  and  regal 
luxury  in  private." 

"1  underatand  thee,  Alic&"  said  the  Kiiu(,  hurt  but 
not  displeased*  You  ridicule  me,  being  a  fugitive,  for 
speaking  hke  a  king.  It  ia  a  habit,  I  admit,  which  I 
have  learned,  and  of  which  even  miafortune  cannot 
cure  me.  But  my  case  is  not  so  desperate  as  you  may 
suppose.  My  fnends  are  still  many  in  these  king- 
doms; my  allies  abroad  are  bound,  by  regard  to  their 
own  interest,  to  espouse  my  cause.  I  nave  hopea 
given  roe  from  Spam,  from  France^  and  from  other 
nations ;  and  I  have  confidence  that  my  father'a  blood 
haa  not  been  poured  forth  in  vain,  nor  is  doomed  to 
dry  up  without  due  vengeance.  My  truat  ia  in  Him 
from  whom  princea  derive  theft*  title,  and,  think  what 
thou  wilt  of  my  present  conditwn,  I  nave  perfect 
confidence  that  I  ahall  one  day  sit  on  the  throne  of 
England." 

*^ay  God  mnt  itP'  aaid  Alice;  "and  that  he 
mof  grant  it,  noble  Prince,  deign  to  consider  whether 
you  now  pursue  a  conduct  likely  to  conciliate  hia 
favour.  Think  of  the  coum  you  recommend  to  a 
motherless  maiden,  who  has  no  oetter  defence  against 
your  sqphistry,  Chan  what  a  aense  of  morality,  toge- 
ther with  the  natural  fealing  of  female  dignity,  m- 
spires.  Whether  the  death  of^her  father,  which  would 
be  the  consequence  of  her  imprudence  ;-^whether  the 
despair  of  her  brother,  whoae  life  baa  been  so  oAen 
in  peril  to  save  that  of  your  Majesty  s— whether  the 
dishonour  of  the  roof  which  has  sheltered  you,  will 
read  well  in  your  annals,  or  are  events  likely  to  pro- 
pitiate God,  whose  controversy  with  your  Honse  has 
been  but  too  visible^  or  recover  the  affections  of  the 
people  of  England,  m  whoae  eyes  such  actiona  are 
an  abomination,  1  leave  to  your  own  royal  mind  to 
«>nsider." 


Charles  panaed,  atmck  with  a  turn  to  the  oonvana- 
tion  which  placed  his  own  interests  more  in  oollision 
with  the  gratification  of  hia  present  passbn  than  ha 
had  supposed. 

"If  your  M^esty,"  said  Alices  curtaeying  deeply, 
"has  no  ferther  commands  for  my  attendanoe^  may 
I  be  permitted  to  withdraw  7" 

"  Stay  yet  a  little,  atrange  and  impracticable  girl," 
aaid  the  King,  "  and  answer  me  but  onequeation  : — 
Is  it  the  lowness  of  mv  present  fortunes  that  makes 
my  suit  contemptible  t" 

^*I  have  nothing  to  conceal  my  lieg^"  she  said, 
"and  my  answer  shall  be  as  plain  and:  direct  as  the 
question  you  have  asked.  If  I  could  have  been  moved 
to  an  act  of  ignominious,  insane,  and  ungrateful  lbDy« 
it  could  only  arise  from  ray  being  blinded  by  that  paa- 
sbn,  which  I  believe  is  pleaded  as  sn  excuse  for  lolly 
and  for  crime  much  more  often  than  it  haa  a  real 
existence.  I  must,  in  short,  have  been  in  love,  as  it 
is  called— and  that  might  have  been  with  my  equal — 
but  surely  never  with  my  sovereign,  whether  such 
only  in  title,  or  in  possession  of  his  kingdom." 

Yet  loyalty  was  ever  the  pride,  almost  the  ruling 
passion,  of  your  family,  Alic^    said  the  King;. 

"Ana  could  I  reconcile  that  loyalty,"  said  Alio^ 
"  with  indulging  my  sovereign,  by  permitting  him  to 
prosecute  a  suit  dishonourable  to  himself  as  to  mel 
Ought  I,  aa  a  fiiithfiil  subject,  to  join  him  in  a  folly, 
which  might  throw  yet  another  stumbling-block  m 
the  path  to  his  restoration,  and  could  only  serve  to 
dimmish  bis  security,  even  if  he  were  seated  upon  his 
throne." 

"At  this  rate,"  said  Charles,  discontentedly,  "I 
had  better  have  retained  my  character  of  the  page^ 
than  assumed  that  of  a  sovereign,  which  it  seems  is 
still  more  irreconcilable  with  my  wishes.'* 

"  My  candour  shall  go  still  farther,"  said  Ahoe.  **  I 
could  nave  felt  as  little  for  Loida  Kem^uy  as  for  the 
heir  of  Britain ;  for  such  love  as  I  have  to  bestow, 
(and  it  is  not  such  as  I  read  of  in  romance,  or  hear 
poured  forth  in  song,)  has  been  already  conferred  on 
another  object  This  cives  your  Majesty  pain— I  am 
aorry  for  it— but  the  wholesomest  medicines  are  often 
bitter." 

**Yes."  answered  the  King,  with  some  asperity, 
**and  physicians  are  reasonable  enough  to  expect 
their  patients  to  swallow  them,  as  if  they  were  honey- 
comb.— It  is  true,  then,  that  whisperea  tale  of  toe 
cousin  Colonel ;  and  the  daughter  of  the  loyal  Lee 
has  set  her  heart  upon  a  rebel  nous  fanatic?" 

"  My  love  was  given  ere  I  knew  what  these  woids 
fanatic  and  rebel  meant  I  recalled  it  not,  for  I  am 
satiefieci  that  amklst  the  great  distractions  which 
divide  the  kingdom,  the  person  to  whom  you  allode 
has  chosen  his  part,  erroneously  perhaps  but  con- 
scientiously—he, therefore,  has  sdll  the  mgnest  place 
in  my  affection  and  esteem.  More  he  cannot  nave, 
and  will  not  ask,  until  some  happy  turn  shall  recon- 
cile these  public  differences,  ana  my  fother  be  once 
more  reconcUed  to  hhn.  Devoutly  do  I  pray  that  auch 
an  event  may  occur,  by  your  Majestys  speedy  and 
unanimous  restoration  r' 

"You  have  found  out  a  reason,'*  said  the  Kinft 
pettishly,  "  to  make  me  detest  the  thought  of  soch  a 
change— nor  have  you,  Alice,  any  sincere  interest  to 
pray  for  it.  On  the  contrary,  do  you  not  see  that  yoor 
lover,  walking  aide  by  side  witb  CromwdL  may,  or 
rather  muat,  share  his  power/?  nay.  if  Lambert  does 
not  anticipate  him,  he  may  trip  up  Otiver*s  heelsL  and 
reign  in  his  stead.  And  think  you  not  he  will  find 
roeana  to  overcome  the  pride  <lf  the  loyal  Lees,  and 
achieve  a  unk>n,  for  which  things  are  better  j>re- 
pared  than  that  which  Cromwell  is  saki  to  meditate 
betwixt  one  of  his  brats  and  the  no  less  loyal  heir  of 
FaucooberRl" 

"Your  MigeBty,"  aaid  Alices  **has  found  a  way  at 
length  to  avenge  yourself'-if  what  I  have  said  de- 
serves  vengeance.'' 

"  I  oouldpoint  out  a  yet  ahorter  road  to  yoor  trnkm.** 
said  Charles,  without  minding  her  distress,  or  per- 
haps enjoying  the  pleasure  of  retaliation.  "  Suppose 
that  yon  sent  yoor  Colonel  word  that  there  was  one 
Charles  Stewart  here,  who  had  come  to  diaturb  the 
Saints  in  their  peaceful  government,  which  they  had 
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acquired  by  prayer  and  preaching:  pike  and  gun— and 
•appose  be  bad  the  art  to  bring  down  a  bau-score  of 
|]tNif>er8,  quite  enough,  ae  tiroes  go,  to  decide  the  fate 
of  this  heir  of  n>yalt)r — think  you  not  the  possession 
of  such  a  prize  as  this  might  obtain  fh>m  the  Rump- 
en,  or  from  Cromwell^  such  a  reward  as  might  over- 
come your  father's  objections  to  a  roundhead's  alli- 
ance and  place  the  fair  Alice  and  her  cousin  Ck^lonel 
in  fiiH  possession  of  thdr  wishes?" 

**My  liege,"  said  Alice,  her  cheeks  glowing,  and 
ber  eyee  sparkling— for  she  too  had  her  share  of  ^e 
hereditary  temperament  of  her  family,—"  this  passes 
my  patience.  I  have  heard,  without  expressing 
anger,  the  most  ignominious  persuasions  aadressed 
to  rayaelfi  and  I  have  vindicated  myself  for  refusing 
to  be  the  paramour  of  a  fugitive  Prince,  as  if  I  had 
been  excusing  myself  from  accepting  a  share  of  an 
actual  crown— But  do  you  think  I  can  hear  all  who 
are  dear  to  me  slandered  without  emotion  or  reply  7 
I  will  not,  sirs  and  were  you  seated  with  all  the  ter- 
rors of  voor  father's  Star-chamber  around  you,  you 
aboold  hear  me  defend  the  absent  and  the  innocent 
Of  my  father  I  will  say  nothing,  but  that  if  he  is  now 
without  wealth— without  state,  almost  without  a 
ahelteiing  home  and  needful  food— it  is  because  he 
vent  all  in  the  service  of  the  King.  He  needed  not 
to  commit  any  act  of  treachery  qt  villany  to  obtain 
wraith — he  had  an  ample  competence  in  his  own 
posseanonsL  For  Markham  Everard  he  knows  no 
aoch  thing  as  selfishness— he  would  not,  for  broad 
Eos^and,  had  she  the  treasures  of  Peru  in  her  bosom, 
and  a  paradise  on  her  surface,  do  a  deed  that  would 
disgrace  his  own  name,  or  injure  the  feelings  of  anoth- 
er—Kings,  mv  liege,  may  take  a  lesson  from  him. 
Mv  lie^e,  for  the  present  I  take  my  leave." 

** Alice,  Alice— stay!"  exclaimed  the  King.  "She 
is  gone.— This  must  be  virtue— real,  disinterested, 
overawing  virtue— or  there  is  no  such  thing  on  earth. 
Tet  Wilmot  and  Yilliers  will  not  believe  a  word  of  it, 
bat  add  the  tale  to  the  other  wondera  of  Woodstock. 
— "Tb  a  rare  wench !  and  I  profess,  to  use  the  Ck>lo- 
nel's  obtestation,  that  I  know  not  whether  to  forgive 
and  be  fiiends  with  her,  or  study  a  dire  revenge..  If 
it  were  not  for  that  accursed  cousin— that  puritan 
Colone]— I  could  forgive  every  thing  else  to  so  noble 
a  wench.  Bat  a  roundhead^  rebel  preferred  to  me 
—the  preference  avowed  to  my  face,  and  justified  with 
the  assertion,  that  a  King  might  take  a  lesson  from 
him— it  is  gall  and  wormwood.  If  the  old  man  had 
not  come  up  this  morning  as  he  did,  the  King  should 
have  taken  or  given  a  lesson,  and  a  severe  one.  It 
was  a  mad  rencontre  to  venture  upon  with  my  rank 
and  responsibility— and  yet  this  wench  has  made  me 
so  angry  with  her,  and  so  envious  of  him,  that  if  an 
opportunity  ofTered.  I  should  scarce  be  able  to  forbear 
otm.— Ha  1  whom  have  we  here?" 

The  interjection  at  the  conclusion  of  this  royal 
soHioquy,  was  occasioned  by  the  unexpected  entrance 
of  another  personage  of  the  drama. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

BemHek. .  Shall  I  tpeak  a  word  ia  yoar  ear  T 
Cbnrfto.  OodbleMmeftonachaltonfe? 

MwA  jUo  About  Nomiig. 

As  Charles  was  about  to  leave  the  apartment, 
he  was  prevented  by  the  appearance  of  v\^ldrake, 
who  entered  with  an  unusual  degree  of  swagger  in 
his  gait,  and  of  fantastic  importance  pn  his  orow. 
"I  crave  your  pardon,  fair  sir,"  he  said;  "but,  as 
they  say  in  my  country,  when  doors  are  open  dogs 
soier.  I  have  knocked  and  called  in  the  nail  to  no 
porpoae ;  so,  knowing  the  way  to  this  parlour,  sir, 
—for  I  am  a  light  partisan,  and  the  road  I  once 
travel  I  never  forget,— I  ventured  to  present  myself 
unannounced." 

"  Sir  Henry  Lee  is  abroad,  sir,  I  beheve,  in  the 
Chase,"  aaid  Charles,  coldly,  for  the  appearance  of  this 
somewhat  vulgar  debauchee  was  not  asreeable  to 
him  at  that  moment,  "and  Master  Albert  Lee  has  left 
the  Lodge  for  two  or  three  days." 

**  I  am  aware  of  it,  sir,"  said  Wildnke ;  "but  I  have 
DO  bnamesa  at  present  with  either.*' 


"And  with  whom  is  your  business?"  said  Charles; 
"  that  is,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  ask— since  I  think, 
it  cannot  in  possibility  be  with  me." 

"  Pardon  me  in  turn,  sir,"  answered  the  cavalier ; 
"  in  no  possibility  can  it  be  imparted  to  any  other 
but  yourself,  if  you  be.  as  I  think  you  are,  though 
in  something  better  habit,  Master  Louis  Gimigo, 
the  Scottish  gentleman  who  waits  upon  Master  Al- 
bert Lee." 

"  I  am  all  yon  are  like  to  find  of  him,"  answered 
Charles. 

"  In  truth,"  said  the  cavalier,  "I  do  perceive  a  dif- 
ference, but  rest  and  better  clothing  will  do  much ; 
and  I  am  glad  of  it,  since  I  would  be  sorry  to  have 
brought  a  message,  such  as  I  am  charged  with,  to  a 
tatteitlemelion." 

"  Let  us  eet  to  the  business,  sir,  if  you  please,"  said 
the  King^   you  have  a  message  for  me,  you  say  ?** 

"True,  sir"  replied  Wildrakej  "I  am  the  friend 
of  Colonel  Markham  Everard,  sir,  a  tall  man,  and  a 
worthy  person  in  the  field,  although  I  could  wish 
him  a  better  cause— A  message  I  have  to  you,  it  is 
certain,  in  a  slight  note,  which  I  take  the  liberty  of 

K resenting  with  the  usual  formalities."-  So  saying, 
e  drew  his  sword,  put  the  billet  he  mentioned  upon 
the  point,  and,  making  a  profound  bow,  presented  it 
to  dharles. 

The  disguised  Monarch  accepted  of  it,  with  a 
grave  return  of  the  salute,  and  said,  as  he  was  about 
to  open  the  letter,  "  I  am  not,  I  presume,  to  expect 
friendly  contents  in  an  epistle  presented  in  so  hostile 
a  manner  ?" 

"  A-hem,  sir,"  replied  the  ambassador,  clearing  his 
voice,  while  he  arranged  a  suitable  answer,  in  which 
the  mild  strain  of  diplomacy  might  be  properly  main- 
tained ;  "not  utterly  hostile,  I  suppose,  sir,  is  the  in- 
vitation, though  it  he  such  as  must  be  construed  in 
the  commencement  rather  bellicose  and  pugnacious. 
I  trust,  sir,  we  shall  find  that  a  few  thrusts  will  make 
a  handsome  conclusion  of  the  business;  and  so,  as 
my  old  master  used  to  say,  Pax  nascUur  ex  belh. 
For  my  own  poor  share,  I  am  truly  glad  to  have  been 
graced  by  my  friend  Markham  Everard  in  this  mat- 
ter—the ratiber  as  I  feared  the  puritan  principles  with 
which  he  is  imbued,  (I  will  confess  the  truth  to  you, 
worthy  sir,)  might  have  rendered  him  unwilling,  from 
certain  scruples,  to  have  taken  the  gentlemanlike  and 
honourable  mode  of  righting  himself  in  such  a  case 
as  the  present.  And  as  I  render  a  friend's  dutjr  to 
my  friend,  so  1  humbly  hope^  Master  Louis  Oimigo, 
that  I  do  no  injustice  to  you,  m  preparing  the  way  for 
the  proposed  meeting,  where,  give  me  leave  to  say,  I 
trast,  that  if  no  fatal  accident  occur,  we  shall  be  all 
better  friends  when  the  skirmish  isover  than  we  were 
before  it  began." 

"  I  shouldsuppose  so,  sir,  in  any  case,"  said  Charles, 
looking  at  the  letter:  "  worse  than  mortal  enemies 
we  can  scarce  be,  and  it  is  that  footing  upon  which 
this  billet  places  us." 

"You  say  true,  sir,"  said  Wildrake:  "it  is,  sir, 
a  cartel,  introducing  to  a  single  combat,  for  the 
pacific  ooject  of  restoring  a  perfect  good  underatand- 
ing  betwixt  the  survivors— in  case  that  fortunately 
that  word  can  be  used  in  the  plural  after  the  event  of 
the  meeting." 

"  In  short,  we  only  fight,  I  suppose,"  replied  the 
King,  "  that  we  may  come  to  a  perfectly  good  and 
amicable  understanding  V 

"  You  are  right  again,  sir ;  and  I  thank  vgu  for  the 
clearness  of  your  apprehension,"  said  Wiidrake.— 
"  Ah,  sir,  it  is  easy  to  do  with  a  pereon  of  honour  and 
of  intellect  in  such  a  case  as  this.  And  I  beseech  you, 
sir,  as  a  personal  kindneaa  to  myself,  that^  as  the 
morning  is  like  to  be  frosty,  and  myself  am  in  some 
sort  rheumatic— as  war  will  leave  its  scan  behind, 
sir,  I  say,  I  will  entreat  of  you  ;•  bring  with  you  some 
gentleman  of  honour,  who  will  not  diedaio  to  take 
part  of  what  is  going  forward— a  sort  of  pot-luck,  sir 
—with  a  poor  old  soldier  like  myself— that  we  mav 
take  no  harm  by  standing  unoccupied  during  such 
cold  weather."  ,  -«.    , 

"  I  underatand,  sir,'*  replied  Charles :     if  this  mat- 
ter goes  forward,  be  assured  I  will  eDflWvonr  to  pro- 
1  vide  you  with  a  suiuble  opponent." 
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"I  shall  remain  greatly  indebted  to  you,  sir,"  said  "I  do  not  boast  much  influence  in  the  house,  sir," 

Wilrimke;  "  and  I  am  by  no  mnans  curious  about  the  paid  theKin^;  "but  if  you  \voiild  have  the  conde- 

qualitvr  of  mv  antasonist.— It  is  true  I  write  myself  scension  to  accept  of  this  broad  piece  towards  quencb- 

esqoire  and  gentleman,  and  should  count  mystilf  espe-    ing  your  thirst  at  the  Goorge" 

dallv  honoured  by  crossing  my  sword  with  that  of  Sir,"  said  the  cavalier,  (for  the  limes  admitted  d 

Sir  Henry  or  Master  Albert  Lee ;  but,  should  that  not  this  strange  species  of  courtesy,  nor  was  AVildnke 

be  convenient,  I  will  not  refuse  to  present  my  poor  a  man  of  such  iieculiar  delicacy  as  kii'nly  to  di^wte 

person   in  opposition  to  nny  gentleman  who  has  the  matter,)— "I  am  once  again  bdiolden  to  you.  But 

served  the  Kin^,  which  I  always  hold  as  a  sort  of  I  sec  not  how  it  consists  with  my  honour  to  accept 

letters  of  nobility  in  itself  and^  therefore,  would  on  of  such  accommodation,  unless  you  were  to  accom- 

no  account  decline  the  duello  with  such  a  peraon."  panv  and  partake  7" 

"The King  is  much  obliged  to  you,  sir,    said  the  "Pardon  me,  sir,"   n-plied  Charles,    "my  safety 

disguised  Prince,  "  for  the  honour  you  do  his  faithful  recommends  that  I  remam  rather  private  at  present ' 

subjpcis."  "Enoueh  said,"  Wildrake  observed;  "poor  cava- 

•*0,  sir,  I  am  scrupulous  on  that  point— very  scru-  liers  must  not  stand  on  ceremony.    I  see,  air,  voc 

pulous.— When  thfre  is  a  roundhead  in  question.  I  understand  cutter's  law— when  one  tall  fellow  hai 

consult  the  IIera!d*s  hooks,  to  see  that  he  is  entitled  coin,  another  must  not  )»r  thirsty.    I  wish  you,  sir,  a 

to  bear  arms,  as  is  Master  Mnrkham  Evcrard,  with-  continuance  of  health  and  happiness  until  to-morrow, 

out  which,  I  promise  you,  I  had  borne  none  of  his  at  the  King's  Oak,  at  six  o'rlock." 

cartel.    But  a  cavalier  is  with  me  a  gentleman,  of  "Farewell,  sir,"  said  the  King,  and  added, as AVild- 

course— Be  his  birth  ever  so  low,  his  loyalty  has  rake  went  down  the  stair  whistling?,  ''  Hey  for  cava* 

ennobled  his  condition."  liers,"  to  which  air  his  long  rapier,  jarring  against  the 

•'It  is  well,  sir,"  said  the  King.  "This  paper  re-  steps  and  banisters,  bore  no  unsuitable  burden- 
quests  me  to  meet  Master  Everard  at  six  to-morrow  "Farewell,  thou  too  just  emblem  of  the  state,  to 
morning,  at  the  tree  called  the  King's  Oak.— I  object  whirh  war.  and  defeat,  and  despair,  have  rudand 
neither  to  place  nor  time.    He  profters  the  sword,  at  many  a  gallant  gentleman." 

which,  he  says,  we  possess  some  e<iuality— I  do  not  During  the  rest  of  the  day,  there  occurred  notbiiu 

decline  the  weapon;  for  company,  two  gentlemen—  peculiarly    destr\ing    of    notice.    Alice    8ttdok>i»y 

I  shall  endeavour  to  procureniyselfan  associate^ond  a\'oided  showing  towanis  the  disgiiisc<l  Prince  any 

a  suitable  partner  for  you,  sir,  if  you  incline  to  join  in  degree  of  estrangement  ur  shyness,  which  could  n 

the  dance.  discovered  by  her  father,  or  by  any  one  c!s«.    To  ill 

"I  kiss  your  hand,  sir,  and  rest  yours,  under  a  sense  appi.'arance,  the  two  young  i>ersons  continued  on  the 

of  obligation,"  answf  red  the  envoy.  5*aine  fooling  in  every  respe<*i.    Yf.t  she  made  the  ^ 

"I  thank  you,  sir,"  continued  the  King;  "I  will  Innt  himself  sensible,  that  this  apparent  intimacy  was 

therefore  be  ready  at  place  and  time,  and  suitablv  assumed  merely  to  save  appearances,  and  in  no  war 

furnished;   and  1  will  either  give  your  friend  such  desi(?ned  as  retracting  from  the  sevrrily  with  whico 

satisfaction  with  my  sword  as  he  raiuires,  or  will  she  liad  r<.[ect«l  his  suit.    The  sense  that  thl^  vm 

render  him  such  cause  for  not  doing  so  as  he  will  be  the  case,  joined  to  his  injured  self-lf)ve.  and  hisenimlf 

contented  with."  against  a  successful  rival,  induced  Charles  early  ID 

"  You  will  rxcu«*p  me.  sir,"  said  Wildrake,  "if  my  withdraw  himself  lo  a  soliiarv  walk  in  the  wil»»- 

mind  is  too  dull,  under  t  ho  circumstances,  to  conceive  ness,  where,  like  Hercules  in  tne  Embleni  of  C^ks. 

any  alternative  that  can  remain  betwixt  two  men  of  divided  betwixt  the  personifjcaiions  of  Virtue  Bn^  of 

honour  in  such  a  case,  excepting— sa-sa—l'    He  Pleasun*.  he  listened  alternately  to  the  voice  of  Wia- 

threw  hini:«e!f  int<i  a  fencing  position,  and.jaade  a  domand  of  passionate  Full  v. 

pass  with  his  shrathc<l  rapier,  but  not  directed  to-  Prudence  urged  to  him  the  importance  of  his  oven 

wards  the  pcrwjn  of  tiie  King,  whom  he  addn^ssed.  life  to  the  I'uture  prosecution  of  the  great  objc-clin 

"  Excuse  ine,  sir,'  said  Charles,  "  if  I  do  not  trouble  which  he  hail  for  the  present  miacarried— the  reston- 

your  intellects  with  the  cousidi-ratirjn  of  a  case  which  tion  of  monarchy  in  England,  the  rebuikling  of  the 

inay  not  occur— But,  for  example,  I  inay  plead  ur-  throne,  the  regaining  the  crown  of  his  father,  the 

gent  cinplovment  on  the  part  of  the  public." — This  he  avenginf<  his  death,  and  restoring;,  to  their  fortuoei 

•poke  in  a  fow  and  mysterious  tone  of  voice,  which  and  their  country  the  numerous  exiles,  who  wot 

Wildrake  appeared  perfectly  to  comprehend;  for  he  suflerins:  poverty  and  banishment  on  accouhi  of  their 

laid  his  forefina^r  on  his  nose  with  what  he  meant  attachment  to  his  cause.    Pride  too,  or  rather  a  jutt 

for  a  very  intelligent  and  apprehensive  nod.  and  natural  sense  of  dignity,  displayed  the  unwortbi- 

"  Sir,     soid  he.  "if  vou  be  engaged  in  any  aflair  ness  of  a  Prince  descending  to  actual  personal  con- 

for  the  King,  my  friend  shall  have  every  reasonable  flict  with  a  subject  of  any  degree,  and  the  ridiculfl 

degree  of  patience -Nay,  I  will  fight  him  myself  in  which  would  Ik*  lhro\%*n  on  his  memory,  should  ha 

your  i?tea(l.  merely  to  stitv  his  sioinach,  rather  than  loj^e  his  lilc  for  an  obsnire  intrigue  by  the  hand  of  I 

you  should  b\-  interrupted.— And,  t^ir,  if  you  can  find  private  gentleman.    What  would  his  tafst  itmnid- 

foom  in  your  riiien»nselor  a  poor  gentleman  that  has  lors.  Nicholas  and  Hyde— what  would  hia  kind  and 

followed  Luuslonl  unu  Goring,  you  have  but  to  name  wise  governor,  the  Marquis  of  Hertford,  say  to  audi 

day,  time,  and  place  of  rendezvous;  fjr  truly,  sir,  an  act  of  rashness  and  folly?    Would  it  not  be  likali 

)  am  tired  of  ihe  scald  hat,  cropiKxi  hair,  and  under-  to  shake  the  allegiance  of  the  staid  and  prudent  p» 

taker's  cloak,  with  which  my  friend  has  bedizened  sons  of  the  royalist  party,  sinct>  wherefore  should 

me.  and  would  willingly  ruffle  it  out  once  more  in  the  they  expose  their  lives  and  estates  to  raise  to  the  R0> 

King's  ca'.i3c,  when  whether  I  be  banged  or  hanged,  vernment  of  a  kinu'dora  a  young  man  who  could  noi 

I  care  not."  command  his  own  temper?    To  this  was  to  bo  added, 

"I  fhall  remember  what  you  say.  sir,  should  an  the  consideration  that  even  his  success  woiud  add 

opportunity  occur,"  said  the  King;  *'andl  wish  his  doubleditficulties  to  his  escape,  which  already  aatvad 

Majesty  had  m:my  such  subjects.— 1  presume  our  sufficiently  precariitus.    If,  stopping  dhort  of  deilfa, 

l.usmess  i'*  now  settled  ?**  he  merely  had  the  better  of  his  antagonist,  bow  did 

"When  you  shall  have  been  pleased,  sir,  to  give  he  know  ihat  he  might  not  seek  revenge  by  delivering 

me  a  trifling  scrap  of  writing,  to  serve  for  my  ere-  up  to  government  the  Malignant  Louis  Kernemy, 

dciitials— for  such,  you  know,  is  the  custom— your  whose  renl  character  could  not  in  that  case  Dail  to  ba 

written  cartel  hath  its  written  answer."  discovered? 

"That,  sir,  will  I  presently  do,"  said  Charles,  "and  These   considerations   strongly  recommended  to 

in  good  time— here  arc  the  materials."  Charles  tiiat  he  should  clear  himself  of  the  challenii 

"  And,  sir."  continued  the  envoy—"  Ahi !— ahem !—  without  fighting ;  and  the  reservation  under  which  U 

if  you  have  interest  in  the  household  for  a  cup  of  sack  had  accepted  it,  afforded  him  some  opportunity  ol 

— I  am  a  man  of  few  words,  and  am  somewhat  hoarse  doing  so. 

with  much  speaking— moreover,  a  serious  buaiaess  of  But  Passion  also  had  her  arguments,  which  aha 

this  kind  always  makes  one  thirsty.— Besides  air,  to  addressed  to  a  temper  rendered  irritable  by  recent  dii- 

pait  with  dry  rirs  argues  maUc&  which  God  forbid  tress  and  mortification.    In  the  fsni  plac(\  if  he  waa 

c>l:ould  exist  ui  such  an  honourable  conjucture."  a  prince,  he  waa  also  a  gentleman,  entitled  to  remni 
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■s  nicb.  and  obliged  to  give  or  claim  the  satisfaction 
rxpected  on  occaaon  of  differenceB  among  gentlemen. 
With  Rnfilishmen,  Hhe  urged,  he  could  never  loste  in- 
\xKft  by  showing  himseLTready,  instead  of  sheltering 
bimadfunder  his  royal  birth  and  pretensions,  to  come 
fhnkly  for^'ard,  and  maintain  what  he  had  done  or 
nid  on  his  own  responsihiiity.  In  a  free  nation,  it 
Kemcd  a.^  if  he  would  rather  gain  than  lose  in  the 
pivic  estimation  by  a  conduct  which  could  not  but 
nen  gallant  and  generous.  Then  a  character  for 
ooarnce  was  far  more  necessary  to  support  his  pre- 
tecsions,  than  any  other  kind  of  reputation ;  and  the 
\jiji?  under  a  chaUengc,  without  replying  to  it,  nii^hl 
brinz  his  spirit  into  question.  What  would  Vilhers 
uul  Wilmot  !>ay  of  an  intrigue,  in  which  he  had 
tliowed  himself  to  be  shamefully  baffled  by  a  country 

7I,  and  had  failed  to  revenge  himself  on  his  rival? 

^e  pasquinades  which  Uiey  would  compose,   the 

My  tarcasrns  which  they  would  circulate  on  the 
occasion,  would  be  harder  U)  endure  than  the  grave 
fflMikes  of  Hertfonl,  Hyde,  and  Nicholas.  This  rc- 
fleciioD.  added  Co  the  stings  of  youthful  and  awakened 
ccumge.  at  length  fixed  his  resolution,  and  he  returned 
toWcodstock  determined  to  keep  his  appointment, 
coaieof  it  what  might. 

Perhaps  there  mingled  with  his  resolution  a  sircrct 
b<^  that  such  a  rencontre  would  not  prove  fatal. 
He  was  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,  active  in  all  his 
uemses,  and  no  way  inferior  to  Colonel  Eyerard,  as 
fiir  as  the  morning's  experiment  had  gone,  in  that  of 
Klf-defenre.  At  least  such  rccollecuon  mis;ht  pass 
tbmogh  bis  royal  mind,  as  he  hummed  to  himself  a 
veli-known  ditty,  which  he  had  picked  up  during  his 
Riidence  in  Scotland — 

"  A  man  may  drink  and  not  be  drank ; 

A  man  mar  ftglit  and  not  be  iilain ; 
A  man  mav  rim  a  1>onnic  InM, 

Ard  ret  be  welcome  twck  afsin.** 

M^an  while  the  busy  and  all-directing  Doctor  Ro- 
dKcIifie  had  contrived  to  intimate  to  Alice  that  she 
ooss:  give  him  a  private  audience,  and  she  found  him 
br  appointment  in  what  was  called  the  study,  once 
Sllec  with  ancient  books,  which,  long  since  converted 
into  cartridges,  had  made  more  noise  in  the  world  at 
'J)*:r  final  exit,  than  during  the  space  which  had  in- 
tfrrened  betwixt  that  and  their  first  publication.  The 
Docior  seated  himself  in  a  high-backed  leathern  ensy- 
chair,  and  signed  to  Alice  to  fetch  a  stool  and  sit  down 
bendc  him. 

''Alice/'  laid  the  old  man.  takin)^  her  hand  afTec- 
OMiaielv,  ^*  thou  art  a  good  girl,  a  wise  girl,  a  virtuous 
giL  one  of  those  whose  price  \»  above  nibics— not  that 
rubieM  \b  the  propor  iranslation-;but  remind  me  to 
leil  you  of  that  another  time— Alice,  thou  knowest 
who'thia  Lewis  Kemrguy  is— nay,  hesitate  not  to 
Bc^I  know  every  thing— I  am  well  aware  of  the 
whole  matter.— Thou  knowest  this  honoured  house 
bnUs  the  Fortunes  of  England."  Alice  was  about  to 
asswer. — "Nay.  speak  not.  but  listen  to  me,— How 
does  he  bear  hihisclf  towards  you  ?" 

Alice  coloured  with  the  deepest  crimson.—"  I  am  a 
couniry-bred  girl,"  she  said,  "  and  his  manners  arc 
loo  t^iurtlike  lor  me." 

"Enough  said— I  know  it  all.— Alice,  he  is  exposed 
So  a  great  danger  to-morrow,  and  you  must  be  the 
iBDpy  means  to  prevent  him. ' 

r  prevent  him!— how,  and  in  what  manner?" 
wd  ALce,  in  surprise.— "It  is  my  duty,  as  a  subject, 
li  do  any  thing— any  thing  that  may  become  my 
"    *8  daughter" 


she  Slopped,  considerably  embarrassed. 

"Tea,"  conlmucd  the  Doctor,  "  to-morrow  he  hath 
nade  an  appointment — an  appointment  with  Mark- 
bam  Everaru :  the  hour  and  place  are  set— six  in  the 
Biomina;  by  the  King's  Oak.    If  they  meet,  one  will 

Wobably  fall." 

"Now,  may  God  forefend  they  should  meet,"  said 
Alice,  turning  as  suddenly  pale  as  she  had  previously 
Reddened,  '^ut  barm  cannot  come  of  it— Everaru 
•J!  never  lift  his  sword  against  the  King." 

"  For  that,"  said  Doctor  Uochchffe,  "  I  would  not 
wanant.  But  if  that  unhuppy  young  gentleman 
akalJ  have  still  some  rea^^e  of  the  loyalty  which  his 
pneral  conduce  entirely  disavows,  it  would  not  serve 


us  here ;  for  he  knows  not  the  King,  but  considers 
him  merely  as  a  cavalier,  from  whom  he  has  received 
injury." 

•'  Let  him  know  the  truth.  Doctor  Rocheclifle,  let 
him  know  it  instantly,"  said  Alice;  ''he  lift  hand 
against  the  King,  a  fugitive  and  defenceless!  He  is 
incapable  of  it.  My  life  on  the  issue,  he  becomes  most 
active  in  his  preservation." 

"That  is  the  thought  of  a  maiden,  Alice,"  an- 
swered the  Doctor;  "and,  ns  I  fear,  of  a  maiden 
whose  wisdom  is  misled  by  her  aili-ctions.  It  were 
worse  than  treason  to  admit  a  p.M  officer,  the  friend 
of  the  arch-traitor  Cromwell,  into  so  great  a  secret. 
I  dare  not  answer  for  such  rashness.  Hammond 
was  trusted  by  his  father,  and  you -know  what  came 
of  it." 

"  Then  let  my  father  know.  He  will  meet  Mark- 
ham^  or  send  to  him.  representing  the  indignity  done 
to  Inm  bv  attacking  nis  guf^i^t." 

"We  (fare  not  let  y()ur  father  into  the  secret  who 
Louis  Kerneguy  really  is.  I  did  hut  hint  the  possi- 
bility of  Charles  taking  refusre  at  Woodstock,  and  the 
rapture  into  which  Sir  Ileiirv'  broke  out,  the  prepara- 
tions for  accommodation  and  defence  which  be  began 
to  talk  of,  plainly  showed  that  the  mere  emhusiasra 
of  his  loyalty  would  have  ltd  to  a  ripk  of  discovery. 
It  is  you,  Alice,  who  must  save  the  hopes  of  every 
tnic  royalist." 

"  I !  answered  Alice ;  "  it  is  impossible.  Why  can- 
not my  father  be  induced  to  interfere,  as  in  behalf  of 
his  friend  and  guest,  though  he  know  him  as  no  other 
than  Louis  Ktrneguy?" 

"  Vou  have  forgot  your  father's  character,  my 
young  friend,"  paid  the  Doctor — "  an  excellent  mon, 
and  the  best  of  Christians,  till  there  is  a  clashing  ox 
sworcis,  and  then  he  starts  up  the  complete  mariiaVist, 
as  deaf  to  every  pacific  reasoning,  as  if  he  were  a 
game-cock." 

"  You  forger^  Doctor  Rocheclifle,"  said  Alice,  "that 
this  very  morning,  if  1  undirsinnd  the  thing  aright, 
my  father  prevented  them  from  fighting." 

"Ay,"  answered  the  Doctor,  " hern u.*<e  he  deemed 
himeelf  bound  to  keep  the  peace  in  the  Ro\al  Park: 
but  it  was  done  with  such  regret,  Alice,  that,  shouja 
he  find  ilicm  at  it  again,  I  am  clear  to  foretell  he  will 
only  so  far  postpoiit;  the  combat  as  to  conduct  them 
to  some  unprivileged  ground,  and  there  bid  them  tilt 
and  welcome,  while  ho  regaled  his  eyrs  with  a  scene 
so  pleasing— No,  Alice,  it  is  vou,  and  you  only,  who 
can  help  us  in  this  extremity." 

''I  see  no  poi>sibility,"  said  she,  again  colouring, 
'•  how  I  can  be  of  the  least  use." 

"  You  must  send  a  note,"  answered  Doctor  Roche- 
clifle, "  to  the  King— a  note  such  as  all  women  know 
how  to  write  better  than  any  man  can  t(a(h  them — 
to  meet  you  at  the  i»rf  cise  hour  of  the  rendezvous.  He 
will  not  fail  you.  for  I  know  his  unhappy  foible." 

"Doctor  Kocn«?clifl'c,"  said  Alice,  gravely— "you 
have  known  me  from  infancy— What  have  you  seen 
in  me  to  induce  you  to  believe  that  I  should  ever  fol- 
low such  unbecoming  counsel?" 

"And  if  you  have  known  me  from  infancy,"  re- 
torted the  Doctor,  "  what  have  you  seen  of  me  that 
you  should  sutpect  me  of  giving  counsi:!  to  my  friend's 
daughter  whicli  it  would  be  misbecoming  in  her  to 
follow  ?  You  cannot  be  fool  enough,  1  think,  to  sup- 
pose, that  I  mean  you  should  carry  your  complaisance 
farther  than  to  kit  p  him  in  discourse  for  an  hour  or 
two,  till  I  have  all  in  readimss  for  his  leaving  this 
place,  from  which  I  can  frighten  him  by  the  terrors  of 
an  alleged  s<.arch7— So,  C.  S.  mounts  his  horse  and 
rides  ofl,  and  Mistress  Alice  Let:  has  the  honour  of 
savin/;  him." 

"  Tres  at  the  expense  of  her  own  reputation,"  said 
Alice,  "  and  the  risk  of  an  eternal  stain  on  my  family. 
—You  say  you  know  all— What  can  the  king  think 
of  my  appointing  an  assignation  with  him  aftir  what 
has  pasued,  and  how  will  it  be  pos.sible  to  disabus; 
him  respecting  the  purpose  of  my  doing  so  ?' 

"1  will  disabuse  him,  Alice;  I  will  expbtin  tlio 
whole." 

"  Doctor  Rocheclifle,"  sakl  Alice,  "  you  proi>ose 
what  is  impossible.  You  con  do  much  by  your  ready 
wit  and  great  wisdom ;  but  if  new-falleu  feiicv  wexo 
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once  sullied,  not  all  your  art  oould  wash  it  white 
again ;  and  it  is  altogether  the  tame  with  a  maiden's 
reputation.'* 

^'  Alice,  my  dearest  child,"  said  the  Doctor,  "  be- 
think you  that  if  I  recommend  this  means  of  saving 
the  life  of  the  King,  at  least  rescuing  bim  from  instant 
peril,  it  is  because  I  see  no  other  of  which  to  avail 
myself.  If  I  bid  you  assume,  even  for  a  moment,  the 
semblance  of  what  is  wrong,  it  i»  but  in  the  last  ex- 
tremity, and  under  circumstances  which  cannot  re- 
turn—I will  take  the  surest  means  to  prevent  all  evil 
report  which  can  arise  from  what  I  recommend." 

^*Say  not  so,  Doctor,"  said  Alice;  "better  undei^ 
take  to  turn  back  the  Isis  than  to  stop  the  course  of 
calumny.  The  King  will  make  boast  to  his  whole 
licentious  court,  of  the  ease  with  which,  but  for  a  sud- 
den alarm,  he  could  have  brought  off  Alice  Lee  as  a 
paramour— the  mouth  which  confers  honour  on  others, 
will  then  be  the  means  to  deprive  me  of  mine.  Take 
a  fitter  course,  one  more  becoming  your  own  charac- 
ter and  profession.  Do  not  lead  him  to  fail  in  an  en- 
gagement of  honour,  by  holding  out  the  prospect  of 
another  engagement  equally  dishonourable,  whether 
false  or  true.  Go  to  the  King  himself,  speak  to  him, 
as  the  servants  of  Grod  have  a  right  to  speak,  even  to 
earthl)(  sovereigns.  Point  out  to  him  the  loIly  and 
the  wickedness  of  the  course  he  is  aooiii  to  pursue^ 
nn^  upon  him,  that  he  fear  the  swora,  since  wrath 
bnnjzeth  the  punishment  of  the  sword.  Tell  mm,  that 
the  mends  wno  died  for  him  in  the  field  at  Worcester, 
on  the  scaffolds,  and  on  the  gibbets,  since  that  bloodv 
day — that  the  remnant  who  are  in  prison,  scattered, 
fled,  and  ruined  on  his  account,  deserve  better  of  liim 
and  his  father's  race,  than  that  he  should  throw  away 
his  life  in  an  idle  brawl— Tell  him,  that  it  is  dishonest 
to  venture  that  which  is  not  his  own.  dishonourable 
to  betray  the  trust  which  brave  men  nave  reposed  in 
his  virtue  and  in  his  courase." 

Doctor  Rochecliife  looked  on  her  with  a  melancholy 
smile;  his  eyes  glistening  as  he  said,  "  Alas,  Alice, 
even  I  could  not  plead  that  Just  cause  to  him  so  elo- 

2uently  or  so  impressively  as  thou  dost.  But,  alack! 
Charles  would  listen  to  neither.  It  is  not  from  priests, 
or  women,  he  would  say,  that  tnen  should  receive 
counsel  in  affairs  of  honour." 

"  Then,  hear  me,  Doctor  Rochecliffe— I  will  appear 
at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  I  will  prevent  the  com- 
bat—cfo  not  fear  that  I  can  do  what  I  say— at  a  sacri- 
fice, indeed,  but  not  that  of  my  reputation.  My  heart 
may  be  broken" — she  endeavoured  to  stifle  her  sobs 
with  difficulty — "for  the  consequence — but  not  in  the 
imagination  of  a  man,  and  far  less  that  man  her  sove- 
reign, shall  a  thought  of  Alice  Lee  be  associated  with 
dishonour."  She  nid  her  face  in  her  handkerchief, 
and  burst  out  into  unrestrained  tears. 

"What  means  this  hysterical  passion?"  said  Doctor 
Rochecliffe,  surprised  and  somewhat  alarmed  by  the 
vehemence  of  iier  grief— "  Maiden,  I  must  have  no 
concealments — I  must  know." 

"Exert  your  ingenuity,  then,  and  discover  it,"  said 
Alice— for  a  moment  put  out  of  temper  at  the  Doctor's 
pertinacious  self-importance — "  Guess  my  purpose  as 
vou  can  guess  at  every  thing  else.  It  is  enough  to 
nave  to  go  through,  my  task,  I  will  not  endure  the  dis- 
tress of  telling  it  over,  and  that  to  one  who— forgive 
roe,  dear  Doctor— might  not  think  my  agitation  on 
this  occasion  fully  warranted." 

"  Nay,  thetLmy  voung  mistress,  you  must  be  ruled," 
said  Rochecliffe ;  ana  if  I  cannot  make  you  explam 
yourself  I  must  see  whether  your  father  can  gam  so 
far  on  you."  So  saying,  he  arose  somewhat  displeased, 
and  walked  towards  the  door. 

"  Tou  forget  what  you  yourself  told  me.  Doctor 
Rochecliffe,  said  Alice,  "of  the  risk  of  communi- 
cating this  great  secret  to  my  father." 

"  It  is  too  true"— he  said,  stopping  short  and  turning 
round;  "and  I  think,  wench,  thou  art  too  smart  for 
me,  and  I  have  not  met  many  such.  But  thou  art  a 
good  girl,  and  wilt  tell  me  thy  device  of  free-will— it 
concerns  mv  character  and  influence  with  the  King, 
that  I  should  be  fully  acquainted  with  whatever  is 
itehtm  atqtu  tractaium^  done  and  treated  of  in  this 
matter.' 

*Tn»t  your  character  to  me,  good  Doctor,"  said 


Ahce,  attempting  to  smile:  "it  is  of  firmer  stuff'  than 
those  of  women,  and  will  oe  safer  in  mv  custody  thaio 
mine  could  have  been  in  yours.  Ana  thus  much  I 
condescend— you  shall  see  the  whole  scene—vou  shall 
go  with  me  yourself^  and  much  will  I  feel  emboldefiad 
and  heartened  by  your  company.'' 

"That  is  something,"  said  the  Doctor,  though  noC 
altc^ether  satisfied  with  this  Umited  confidence— 
"Thou  wert  ever  a  clever  wench,  ana  I  will  trust  tfaeo 
—indeed,  trust  thee,  I  find  I  must,  wnether  voInntaiilT 
ox  no." 

"  Meet  me,  then,"  saia  Abos^  In  the  wiklemeM  to- 
morrow. But  first  tell  me,  are  you  well  aMnred  of 
time  and  place  7— a  mistake  were  fataL" 

"Assure  yourself  my  information  is  entirely  aoco- 
rate,"  said  the  Doctor,  (esumin^  his  air  of  eonso- 
quence,  which  bad  been  a  little  duninished  duiing  the 
latter  part  of  thdr  conference. 

"May  I  ask,"  said  Alice,  "through  what  chaimel 
you  acquired  such  important  information  T* 

"You  may  ask,  unquestionably,"  he  answered,  now 
completely  restored  to  bis  supremacy;  "but  whether 
I  will  answer  or  not.  is  a  very  difierent  question.  I 
conceive  neither  your  reputation  nor  my  own  is  inte- 
rested in  your  remaining  in  isporanoe  on  that  subject. 
So  I  have  my  secrets  as  well  as  you,  mistress ;  and 
some  ot  tliEov  I  lancy,  are  a  good  deal  more  worth 
knowing." 

Be  it  00,"  said  Alice,  ouietly ;  if  you  will  meet  mo 
in  the  wilderness  by  the  broken  dial  at  half-past  five 
exactly,  we  will  go  together  to-morrow,  and  watch 
them  as  they  come  to  the  rendezvous.  1  will  on  the 
way  get  the  better  of  my  present  timidity,  and  ex> 
plain  to  you  the  means  I  design  to  employ  to  |mv- 
vent  mischief.  You  can  perhaps  think  ot  making 
some  effort  which  may  render  my  interference,  un- 
becoming and  painful  as  it  must  be,  altogether  imne- 
cessary.''^ 

"  Nay,  my  child,"  said  the  Doctor,  "  if  you  place 
yourself  in  my  hands,  you  will  be  the  first  that  ever 
had  reason  to  complain  of  my  want  of  conduct,  and 
you  may  well  judge  you  are  the  very  last  (one  except- 
ed) whom  I  would  see  suffer  for  want  of  counseL— At 
half- past  five,  then,  at  the  dial  in  the  wilderness— and 
Grod  oless  our  undertaking !" 

Here  their  in  terview  was  interrupted  by  the  sonorous 
voice  of  Sir  Henry  Lee,  which  shouted  their  namesi 
"  Daughter  .A.hce— Doctor Rocheclifie,"  through  pass- 
age and  gallery. 

,  "What  do  you  here,'|  said  he,  entering,  ** silting 
like  two  crows  in  a  mist,  when  we  have  such  rare 
sport  below?  Here  is  this  wild  crackbrained  boy 
Louis  Kemeguy,  now  making  me  laugh  till  my  aides 
are  fit  to  split,  and  now  playing  on  his  guitar  sweetly 
enough  to  win  a  lark  fix>m  the  heavens.— Come  away 
with  you,  come  away.  It  is  hard  work  to  Uogti 
alone; ' 


CHAPTER  XXVIIL 

Tbif  i«  the  place,  the  eentre  of  ths  grovs 
Here  etaade  the  oak,  the  mooareh  of  the  wood. 

iowm  B 

The  sun  had  risen  on  the  broad  boui^hs  of  the 
forest,  but  without  the  power  of  penetratfng  into  its 
recesses,  which  hung  rich  with  heavy  dewdropa,  and 
were  beginning  on  some  of  the  trees  to  exhibit  the 
varied  tmts  ofauUimn;  it  being  the  season  when 
Nature,  like  a  prodigal  whose  race  is  well  nigh  run. 
seems  desirous  to  make  up  in  profuse  gayetv  ana 
variety  of  colours,  for  the  short  roace  wnico  her 
splendour  has  then  to  endure.  The  birds  were  silent 
—and  even  Robin-red-breast,  whose  chirruping  song 
was  heard  among  the  bushes  nesr  the  Lodge,  on- 
boldened  by  the  largeness  with  which  the  good  old 
knight  always  encouraged  his  familiarity,  did  not 
venture  into  the  recesses  of  the  wood,  where  he  en- 
countered the  sparrowhawk,  and  other  enemies  of  a 
similar  descriptioii,  nrefemng  the  vicinity  of  the 
dwellings  of  man,  from  whom  he,  almost  solely 
among  the  feathered  tribes,  seems  to  experience  dii^ 
interested  protectbiL 
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The  scene  was  therefore  at  once  lovely  and  silent, 
when  the  eood  Doctor  RochecUfie,  wrapped  in  a 
scarlet  roqueJaare,  which  had  seen  service  m  its  day. 
mnffling  bis  face  more  from  habit  than  necessity,  ana 
siqipartui^  Alice  on  his  arm.  (she  also  defended  by  a 
clou  a^imst   the  cold  ana  damp  of  the  autumn 
momins;)  glided  through  the  tansled  and  long  grass 
of  the  darkest  alleys,  almost  anxle-deep  in  dew.  to- 
wards the  place  appointed  for  the  intended  duel.  Both 
it>  eagerly  maintained  the  consultation  in  which 
they  were  engaged,  that  they  were  alike  insensible  of 
the  roughness  ana  discomforts  of  the  road,  though 
oAen  obliged  to  force  their  way  through  brushwood 
aod  coppice,  which  poured  down  on  them  all  the 
liilDtd  pearls  with  which  they  were  loaded,  till  the 
mantles  they  were  wrapped  m  hung  lank  bv  their 
aidea^  and  dung  to  their  shoulderB  heavily  charged 
with  moisture.  They  stopped  when  they  had  attained 
a  station  under  the  coppice,  and  shrouded  by  it,  from 
which  they  could  see  all  that  passed  on  the  little 
esplanade  before  the  King's  OaK,  whose  broad  and 
scathed  form,  contorted  and  shattered  limbs,  and 
frowning  browB^  made  it  appear  like  some  ancient 
warworn  champion,  well  selected  to  be  the  umpire  of 
a  field  of  single  combaL 

The  first  person  who  appeared  at  the  rendezvous 
was  the  ^ay  cavalier  Roger  Wildrake.  He  also  was 
wrapped  m  his  cloak,  but  had  discarded  his  puritanic 
beaver,  and  wore  in  its  stead  a  Spanish  hat,  with  a 
feather  and  gilt  hatband,  all  of  which  had  encoun- 
tered bad  weather  and  hard  service:  but  to  make 
amends  for  the  appearance  of  poverty  by  the  show  of 
pretension,  the  castor  was  accurately  adjusted  after 
what  was  rather  profanely  called  the  a— me  cut,  used 
among  the  nnore  desperate  cavaliers.  He  advanced 
hastily,  and  exclaimed  aloud— "First  in  the  field  after 
all,  by  Jove,  though  I  bilked  Everard  in  order  to  have 
my  mominf?  draught>-It  has  done  me  much  good," 
he  added,  smacking  his  lips.— "Well,  I  suppose  I 
should  search  the  ground  ere  my  principal  comes  up, 
vhose  Presbyterian  watch  trudges  as  slow  as  his 
Presbyterian  step." 

He  took  bis  rapier  from  under  his  cloak,  and  seemed 
about  to  sesrch  the  thickets  around. 

"I  will  prevent  him,"  whispered  the  Doctor  to 
Aliee.  "I  will  keep  faith  with  you— you  shall  not 
oome  on  the  scene — nisi  digitus  vindtce  nodus — IMl 
explain  that  another  time.  VincUx  is  feminine  as 
w«l  as  masculine,  so  the  quotation  is  defensible.— 
Caep  you  close." 

So  saying,  he  stepped  forward  on  the  esplanade, 
and  bowed  to  Wildrake. 

**  Master  Louis  Kiemegny,"  said  Wildrake,  pulling 
off  his  hat;  but  instantly  discovering  his  error,  he 
added,  "But  no— I  beg  your  pardon.  sii^Fatter, 
shorter,  older.— Mr.  Kernegu/s  friend,  I  suppose, 
with  whom  I  hope  to  have  a  turn  by  and  by.— And 
why  not  now,  sir,  before  our  principals  come  up? 
jnst  a  snack  to  stay  the  orifice  of  the  stomach,  till 
ibe  dinner  is  served,  sir?  What  say  you?" 

"Tb  open  the  orifice  of  the  stomach  more  likely,  or 
to  give  it  a  new  one,"  said  the  Doctor. 

'^True,  sir,"  said  Roger,  who  seemed  now  in  his 
3lement;  "you  say  well— that  is  as  thereafter  may 
be.-^Bot  oome,  sir,  you  wear  your  face  muffled.  I 
pant  you,  it  is  honest  men's  fashion  at  this  unhappy 
time:  the  more  is  the  pity.  But  we  do  all  above 
board — we  have  no  traitors  here.  I'll  get  into  my 
nars  first,  to  encourage  you,  and  show  you  that  you 
nave  to  deal  with  a  gmtleman,  who  honours  the 
King,  and  is  a  match  fit  to  fight  with  any  who  follow 
him,  as  doubtless  you  do,  sir,  since  you  are  the  friend 
of  Master  Louis  iCemeguy." 

All  this  while,  Wildrake  was  busied  undoing  the 
dasps  of  his  square-caped  cloak. 

"  Ofl^-ofi;  ye  lending"  he  said,  "  borrowings  I 
ihould  more  properly  call  you— 

*•  Via  th«  carUio  wbich  ibadow'd  Borfia  i*  " 

So  saying,  he  threw  the  cloak,from  hitA  and  ap- 
peared in  c«jerpo,  in  a  most  cavakier*like  doublet,  of 
creasy  cnmson  satin,  pinked  and  slashed  with  what 
had  been  once  white  tiffany ;  breeches  of  the  same ; 
and  nsiber-atocks,  or,  as  we  now  call  them,  stock- 


ing darned  in  many  places,  and  wbich,  like  those  of 
Poms,  had  been  once  peach-coloured.     A  pair  of 
pumps,  ill  calculated  for  a  walk  through  the  dew,  and 
a  broad  shoulderbelt  of  tarnished  embroidery,  com 
pleted  his  equipment. 

"  Come,  sir  1"  he  exclaimed ;  "  make  haste,  ofi"  with 
your  slough— Here  I  stand  tight  and  true— as  loyal  a 
lad  as  ever  stuck  rapier  through  a  round-head.— 
Come,  sir,  to  your  tools!"  he  continued;  "we  majr 
have  half-a-dozen  thrusts  before  they  come  yet,  and 
shame  them  for  their  tardiness.— Pshaw !"  he  ex- 
claimed, in  a  most  disappointed  tone,  when  the  Doc- 
tor, unfolding  his  cloak,  showed  his  clerical  dress; 
"Tush  I  it's  but  the  parson  after  all  1" 

Wildrake's  respect  for  the  Church,  however^  and 
his  desire  to  remove  one  who  might  possibly  inter- 
rupt a  scene  to  which  he  looked  forward  with  peculiar 
satisfaction,  induced  him  presently  to  assume  an- 
other tone. 

"I  beg  pardon,"  he  said,  "  my  dear  Doctor— I  kiss 
the  hem  of  your  cassock— I  do,  by  the  thunderins 
Jove— I  beg  your  pardon  again.— But  I  am  happy  I 
have  met  witn  you— They  are  ra  ving  for  vour  presence 
at  the  Lodge— to  marry,  or  christen,  or  oury,  or  con- 
fess, or  something  very  urgent— For  Heaven's  sake^ 
make  baste  I" 

"At  the  Lodge?"  said  the  Doctor;  "why,  I  left  the 
Lodge  this  instant— I  was  there  later,  I  am  sure,  than 
you  could  be,  who  came  the  Woodetock  road." 

"  Well,"  replied  Wildrake,  "  it  is  at  Woodstock  they 
want  you.— Rat  it,  did  I  say  the  Lodge  ?— No,  no 
—Woodstock— Mine  host  cannot  be  hanged— his 
daughter  married— his  bastard  christened,  or  his  wife 
buned— without  the  assistance  of  a  retU  clergyman-* 
your  Holdenoughs  won't  do  for  them.— Hea  a  troe 
man,  mine  host ;  so,  as  you  value  your  function,  make 
haste." 

"  You  will  pardon  me.  Master  Wildrake,"  said  the 
Doctor— "I  wait  for  Master  Louis  Kemeguy." 

"  The  devil  you  do !"  exclaimed  WUdrake.  "  Why 
I  always  knew  the  Scots  could  do  nothing  without 
their  minister;  but  d— n  it^  never  thought  they  put 
them  to  this  use  neither.  But  I  have  known  joUy 
customere  in  orders,  who  underetood  to  handle  the 
sword  as  well  as  thein  prayerbook.  You  know  the 
purpose  of  oar  meeting,  Doctor.  Do  you  come  only 
as  a  ghostly  comforter-^r  as  a  surgeon,  perhaps— or 
do  you  ever  take  bilboa  in  hand  ?— Sa,  sa  I" 

Here  he  niade  a  fencing  demonatration  with  his 
sheathed  rapier. 

"  I  have  done  so,  sir,  on  necessary  occasion,"  said 
Doctor  Rocheclifie. 

"  Good  sir.  let  this  stand  for  a  necessary  one."  said 
Wildrake.  '*  You  know  my  devotion  for  the  Church. 
If  a  divine  of  your  skill  would  do  me  the  honour  to 
exchange  but  three  passes  with  me,  I  should  think 
myself  happy  for  ever." 

^*  Sir,"  said  RochecIiflTe,  smiting,  "  were  there  no 
other  objection  to  what  you  propose,  I  have  not  the 
means— I  have  no  weapon." 

"  What  ?  you  want  the  de  quoi  ?  that  is  unluckf 
indeed.  But  you  have  a  stout  cane  in  your  hand 
—what  hindere  our  trying  a  pass  (my  rapier  being 
sheathed  of  course)  until  our  principals  come  up 7 
My  pumps  are  full  of  this  frost-dew;  and  I  shall  be  a 
toe  or  two  out  of  pocket,  if  I  am  to  stand  still  all 
the  time  they  are  stretching  themselves ;  for,  I  fancy. 
Doctor,  you  are  of  my  opinion,  that  the  matter  will 
not  be  a  fight  of  cock-q>arrows." 

"  My  business  here  is  to  make  it,  if  possible,  be  no 
fight  at  all,"  said  the  divine.  , ,, 

"  Now,  rat  me,  Doctor,  but  that  is  too  spiteful," 
said  Wildrake;  "and  were  it  not  for  my  respect 
for  the  Church,  I  cduld  turn  Presbyterian  to  be  rs- 
venged.'*  .  „      _   . 

"Stand  back  a  little,  if  you  please,  sir,"  said  the 
Doctor;  "do  not  press  forward  in  that  direction," 
—For  Wildrake.  in  the  agitation  of  his  movements, 
indused  by  his  disappointment,  approached  the  spot 
where  Alice  remaineo  still  concealed. 

"And  wherefore  not,  I  pray  you,  Doctor?**  said  the 
cavalier.  .        ^,    ,  ^  . 

But  on  advancing  a  step,  he  suddenly  stopped  short, 
and  muttered  to  himself,  with  a  round  oatb  of  aston- 
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ishment,  "A  petticoat  in  the  coppice,  by  all  that  is 
reverend,  and  at  this  hour  in  the  morning—  Whew— 
etc — cic  .'"—He  cave  vent  to  iiis  surprise  in  a  long  low 
intcrjectinnal  whistle;  then  turning  to  the  Doctor, 
with  his  finger  on  the  side  of  his  nose.  "You're  sly, 
Doctor,  d— <1  sly !  But  why  not  give  me  a  hint  of  your 
— your  commodity  there— your  contraband  goods? 
Ghd,  sir.  I  am  not  a  man  to  expose  the  cccentricitios 
of  the  church." 

"Sir,"  said  Doctor  Rocheclifle,  "you  arc  imperti- 
nent; and  if  time  served,  and  it  were  worth  my  while, 
I  would  chastise  you." 

And  the  Doctor,  who  had  served  long  enpugh  in 
the  wars  to  have  added  some  of  the  qualities  of  a 
captain  of  horse  to  those  of  a  divine,  actually  raised 
his  cane,  to  the  infinite  delight  of  the  rake,  whose 
respect  for  the  Church  was  by  no  means  able  to  sub- 
due his  love  of  mischief. 

"Nay,  Doctor,"  said  he,  "if  you  wield  your  weapon 
backsword  fashion,  in  that  wav,  and  raise  it  as  high 
as  your  head,  I  shall  be  throuj^n  you  in  a  twinkling." 
So  8a)ing  he  made  a  pass  with  his  sheathed  rapier, 
not  precisely  at  the  Doctor's  person,  but  in  that  direc- 
tion; when  llochecliffis  changing  the  direction  of  his 
cane  from  the  broadsword  guard  to  that  of  the  rapier, 
made  the  cavalier's  sword  spring  ten  yards  out  oi  his 
hand,  with  all  the  dexterity  of  my  friend  Francalanza. 
At  this  moment  both  the  principal  parties  appeared 
on  the  field. 

Everard  exclaimed  angrily  to  Wildrake,  "  Is  this 
your  friendship?  In  Heaven's  name,  what  make  you 
m  that  fool's  jacket,  and  playing  the  pranks  of  a  jack- 
puddins?"  while  his  worthy  second,  somewhat 
crestfallen,  held  down  his  head,  like  a  boy  caught  in 
roguery,  and  went  to  pick  up  his  weapon,  stretching 
his  head,  as  he  passed,  into  the  coppice,  to  obtain 
another  glimpse,  if  possible,  of  the  concealed  object 
of  his  curiosity. 

Charlefi,  in  the  mean  time,  still  more  surprised  at 
what  he  beheld,  called  out  on  his  part—"  What ! 
Doctor  Rochcclitfe  become  literally  one  of  the  church 
militant,  and  tilting  with  my  friend  Cavalier  Wild- 
rake? May  I  use  the  freedom  to  ask  him  to  with- 
draw, aft  Colonel  Rvcrard  and  I  have  some  private 
business  to  settle?'" 

It  was  Doctor  Rochecliffe's  cue  on  this  important 
occasion,  to  have  armed  himself  with  the  authority 
of  his  sacred  office,  and  U3i>d  a  tone  of  interference 
which  might  have  overawed  even  a  monarch,  and 
made  him  fed  that  his  monitor  spoke  by  a  warrant 
higher  than  his  own.  But  the  indiscreet  latitude  he 
had  just  given  to  his  own  oassion,  and  the  levity  in 
which  he  had  been  deloctoo,  were  very  unfavourable 
to  his  assuming  that  superiority,  to  which  so  uncon- 
trollable a  spirit  as  that  of  Charles,  wilful  as  a  prince, 
and  capricious  as  a  wit,  was  at  all  likely  to  submit. 
The  Doctor  did,  however,  endeavour  to  rally  his  dig- 
nity, and  replied,  with  the  gravest,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  most  respectful,  tone  he  could  assume,  that 
he  also  had  bu.sitiess  of  the  most  urgent  nature,  which 
prevented  him  from  complying  with  Master  Keme- 
guy's  wishes,  and  leaving  that  spot. 

'Excuse  this  untimely  interruption,"  said  Charles, 
taking  off  his  bar,  and  bowing  to  Colonel  Everard, 
"  which  I  will  immediately  nut  an  end  to." 

Everard  gravely  rcturncn  nis  salute,  and  was  silent. 

"Are  you  mad.  Doctor  Rochccliflfc ?"  said  Charles 
— "or  are  you  (lcaf?~-or  have  you  forgotten  your 
mother- tongue  ?  I  desired  you  to  leave  this  place." 

"I  am  not  mad,"  said  the  divin&  rousing  up  his 
resolution,  and  regaining  the  natural  firmness  of  his 
voice—"  I  would  prevent  others  from  being  so ;  1  am 
not  deaf— I  would  pray  others  to  hear  the  voice  of 
reason  and  religion ;  I  have  not  forgotten  my  mother- 
tongue— but  I  have  come  hither  to  speak  the  language 
of  the  Master  of  kings  and  princes." 

"To  fence  with  broomsticks,  I  should  rather  sup- 
pose," said  the  King— "Come,  Doctor  Rocheclifle, 
this  sudden  fit  of  assumed  importance  befits  you  as 
little  as  your  late  frolic.  You  are  not,  I  apprehend, 
either  a  Catholic  priest  or  a  Scotch  Mass-John  to 
claim  devoted  obedience  from  your  hearers,  but  a 
Church  of  Englandman,  subject  to  the  rules  of  that 
Commuuion— iind  to  its  Head."  In  speaking  the  last 


words,  the  King  sunk  his  voice  to  a  low  and  impres- 
sive whisper.  Everard  observing  this  drew  back,  the 
natural  generosity  of  his  temper  direi^ting  him  to 
avoid  overhearing  private  discourse,  in  which  the 
safety  of  the  speakers  might  be  deeply  concerned. 
They  continued,  howcvt-r,  to  observe  great  caution  in 
their  forms  of  expression. 

"  Master  Kerneguy,'*  said  the  clergyman,  "  it  is 
not  1  who  assume  authority  or  control  over  your 
wishes— God  forbid ;  I  do  but  tell  you  what  reason, 
Scripture,  religion,  and  morality,  alike  prescribe  for 
your  rule  of  conduct." 

"And  I,  Doctor,"  said  the  King,  smiling,  and  point- 
ing to  the  unlucky  cane,  "vinll  take  your  example 
ralner  than  your  precept.  If  a  reverend  clergyman 
will  himself  fight  a  bout  at  single-stick,  what  right 
can  he  have  to  interfere  in  gentlemen's  quarrels  7— 
Come,  sir,  remove  yourself  and  do  not  let  your  pre- 
sent obstinacy  cancel  former  obligations." 

"Bethink  yourself,"  said  the  divine,— "I  can  say 
one  word  which  will  prevent  all  this." 

"Do  it,"  replied  the  King,  "andind(Mng  9obehe 
the  whole  tenor  and  actions  of  an  honourable  life- 
abandon  the  principles  of  your  Church,  and  become 
a  perjured  traitpr  and  an  apostate,  to  prevent  another 
person  from  dischan^ng  his  duty  as  a  gentleman! 
This  were  indeed  killing  your  fnend,  to  prevent  the 
risk  of  his  running  himself  into  danger.  Let  the  Pas- 
sive Obedience,  which  is  so  often  in  your  mouth,  and 
no  doubt  in  your  head,  put  your  feet  for  once  into  mo- 
tion, and  st^  aside  for  ten  minutes.  Within  that 
space  your  assistance  may  be  needed,  either  as  body- 
curer  or  soul-curer." 

"Nay  then,"  said  Doctor  Rochecliffe,  "I  have  bat 
one  argument  left." 

While  this  conversation  was  carried  on  apart, 
Everard  had  almost  forcibly  detained  by  his  own  side 
his  follower,  Wildrake,  whose  greater  curiositj,  and 
lesser  delicacy,  would  otherwise  have  thrust  him  for- 
ward, to  get,  if  possible,  into  the  secret.  But  when  he 
saw  the  Doctor  turn  into  the  coppice,  he  whispered 
eagerly  to  Everard—"  A  gold  Carolus  to  a  common- 
wealth farthing,  the  Doctor  has  not  only  come  to 
preach  a  peace,  but  has  brought  the  principal  condi- 
tions along  with  him !" 

Everard  made  no  answer;  he  had  already  unsheath- 
cd  his  sword ;  and  Charles  hardly  saw  KocheclifTe^s 
back  fairly  turned,  than  he  lost  no  time  in  following 
hie  example.  But,  ere  they  had  done  more  than 
salute  each  other,  with  the  usual  courteous  flourish 
of  their  weapons.  Doctor  Rochecliffe  again  stood 
between  them,  leading  in  his  hand  Alice  Lee,  her 
garments  dank  with  dew,  and  her  long  hair  hiBaTy 
with  moisture,  and  totally  uncurled.  Her  face  was 
extremely  pale,  but  it  was  the  paleness  of  despents 
resolution,  not  of  fear.  There  was  a  dead  pause  of 
astonishment— the  combatants  rested  on  their  swords 
—and  even  the  forwardness  of  VVildrake  only  vented 
itself  in  half-suppressed  ejaculations,  as,  "Well  done, 
Doctor— this  beats  the  'parson  among  the  pease*— 
no  less  than  your  patron's  daughter — And  Mis- 
tress Alice,  whom  I  thought  a  very  snowdrop,  turned 
out  a  dog-violet  after  all — a  Lindabrides,  by  neavena, 
and  altogether  one  of  ourselves !" 

Excepting  these  unheeded  mutterings,  Alice  was 
the  first  to  speak. 

"  Master  Everard,"  she  said—"  Master  Eerneffuy, 
you  are  surprised  to  see  me  here— Yet,  why  shoiud  1 
not  tell  the  reascn  at  once?  Convinced  that  I  am, 
however  guiltlessly,  the  unhappy  cause  of  your  mis- 
understanding, I  am  too  much  interested  to  prevent 
fatal  consequences  to  pause  upon  any  step  which 
may  end  it.— Master  Kerneguy,  have  my  wishes,  my 
entreaties,  my  prayers— have  your  noble  thoughts^ 
the  recollections  of  your  own  high  duties,  no  weight 
with  you  in  this  matter  ?  Let  me  entreat  you  to  con- 
sult reason,  religion,  and  common  sense,  and  return 
your  weapon." 

"I  am  obedient  as  an  Eastern  slave,  madam,"  an- 
swered Charles,  sheathing  his  sword  ;  "  but  I  asaure 
you,  the  matter  about  which  you  distress  yourself 
IS  a  mere  trifle,  which  will  be  much  better  settled 
betwixt  Colonel  Everard  and  myself  in  five  minutes, 
than  with  the  assistance  of  the  whole  Convocatioo 
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of  the  ChuFclv  ^.itli  a  female  parliament  to  assist 
thtir  reverend  deliberationa.— Air.  Everard,  will  you 
obhce  me  by  walking  a  little  farther  ?— We  must 
change  ground,  it  seems." 

**!  am  ready  to  attend  you,  sir,"  said  Everard,  who 
had  eiieathed  his  sword  so  soon  as  his  antagonist 
did  90. 

"^I  liave  then  no  interest  with  yoo,  sir/'  said 
Alicu  continuinc:  to  address  the  lung—"  Do  you 
Dot  fear  I  should  use  the  secret  in  my  power  to  pre- 
nnt  this  aifair  going  to  extremity  7  Think  you  tiiis 
zentleraan,  who  raises  his  hand  against  you,  if  he 

"  If  he  knew  that  I  were  Lord  Wilmot,  madam, 
you  would  say  7— Accident  has  given  him  proof  to 
chit  ffTect,  with  which  he  is  already  satisfied,  and  I 
th:jik  you  would  find  it  difficult  to  induce  him  to  om- 
bract'  a  different  opinion." 

AL'.e  paused,  and  looked  on  the  Kin^c  with  great 
indi^naiion,  the  following  words  dropping  from  her 
nwd'h  by  intervals,  as  if  ihev  burst  forth  one  by  one 
in  cpite  of  feelings  that  would  have  restrained  them 
— '  Cold— selfish— ungrateful— unkind  !— Wo  to  the 

liod  which" Here  she  paused  with  marked  empha- 

■&  then  added — *'  which  shall  number  thee,  or  such 
u  thee,  among  her  nobles  and  rulers!" 

"Nay,  fair  Alice,"  said  Charles,  whose /pod-nature 
oould  not  but  feel  the  severity  of  this  reproach, 
ihi>ugh  ton  slightly  to  make  all  the  desired  imprcs- 
son,  "You  are  too  unjust  to  me— too  partial  to  a 
happier  man.  Do  not  call  me  unkind;  I  am  but 
here  to  answer  Mr.  Everard's  summons.  I  could 
nti'her  decline  attending,  nor  withdraw  now  I  am 
here,  without  loss  of  honour;  and  my  loss  of  honour 
would  be  a  disgrace  which  must  extend  to  many— I 
eaaaot  fly  firom  Mr.  Everard— it  would  be  too  shame- 
£J.  If  he  abides  by  his  message,  it  must  be  decided 
u  such  affairs  usually  are.  If  he  retreats  or  yields 
i;  up,  I  will,  for  your  sake,  wave  punctilio.  I  will 
DOt  even  ask  an  apology  for  the  trouble  it  has  afford- 
ed me,  but  let  all  i)a8s  as  if  it  were  the  consequence 
cf  some  unhappy  mistake,  the  founds  of  which 
iliall  remain  on  my  part  uninquired  into.— This  I 
viil  do  for  your  sake,  and  it  is  much  for  a  man  of 
iKaour  to  condescend  so  far— You  know  that  the 
cuodescension  from  mc  in  particular  is  great  indeed. 
Then  do  not  call  me  luigenerous,  or  ungrateful,  or 
Qokind,  since  lam  ready  to  do  all,  which,  as  a  man,  I 
can  dsi,  and  more  perhaps,  than  as  a  man  of  honour 
louKhttodo." 

*'0o  you  hear  this,  Markham  Everard,"  exclaimed 
Atw—  do  you  hear  this?— The  dreadful  option  is 
left  entirelf  at  yoiir  disposal.  You  were  wont  to  be 
temperaie  ui  paseioiL  religious,  forgiving- will  you, 
fir  a  mere  punctilio,  drive  on  this  pnvate  and  uncnris- 
tan  broil  to  a  murderous  extremity  ?    Believe  inc,  if 

EMI  now,  contrary  to  all  the  better  principles  of  your 
e,  give  the  reins  to  your  passions,  the  consequences 
Day  be  such  as  you  will  rue  for  your  lifetime,  and 
even,  if  Heaven  have  not  mercy,  rue  after  your  Life  is 
finished." 

^  Markham  jEverard  remained  for  a  moment  gloom- 
M  nlent,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground.  At 
kngth  he  looked  up,  and  answered  her—  Alice,  you 
tK  a  boldicr'a  daughter— a  soldier's  sister.  All  your 
Ttladons,  even  including  one  whom  you  then  enter- 
laJDed  some  regard  for,  nave  been  made  soldiers  by 
these  unhappy  discords.  Yet  you  have  seen  them 
takv  the  fitul- in  some  instances  on  controry  sides,  to 
do  their  duty  where  their  principles  called  them,  with- 
oat  manifesting  this  extreme  degree  of  interest.  Aii- 
ffver  me— and  your  answer  shall  decide  my  conduct 
—la  this  youth,  so  short  while  known,  already  of  more 
value  to  you  than  thoae  dear  connexions,  father. 


superior  in  value  to  the  crest  of  a  private  gentleman," 
said  Everard ;  "  yet  I  have  heard  that  many  women 
think  so." 

"  You  apprehend  me  amiss,"  said  Alice,  perplexed 
between  the  difficulty  of  so  expressing  herself  as  to 
prevent  immediate  mischief,  and  at  tne  same  time 
anxious  to  combat  the  .jealousy  and  disarm  the  resent- 
ment which  she  saw  arisint?  in  the  bosom  of  her  lover. 
But  she  found  no  words  fine  enough  to  draw  the  dis- 
tinction, without  leading  to  a  discovery  of  theKing|0 
actual  character,  and  perhaps,  in  consequence,  to  his 
destruction.     "  Markham,'^  she  said,  ^*  hove  com- 

ftassion  on  me.  Press  me  not  at  thu  moment— be- 
ieve  ine,  the  honour  and  happiness  of  my  father,  of 
my  brother,  and  of  my  whole  lamily^are  intcresteain 
Master  Kemeguy*s  safetv-a re  inextricably  concerned 
in  this  matter  resting  wncrc  it  now  dues. 

"  Oh,  oy— I  doubt  not,"  said  Everard ;  "  the  House 
of  Lee  ever  looked  up  to  nobility,  and  valued  in  their 
connexions  the  fantastic  loyalty  of  a  courtier  beyond 
the  sterling  and  honest  patriotism  of  a  plain  countiy 
gentleman.  For  them,  the  thing  is  in  course.  But 
on  your  part,  you,  Alice— O !  on  your  part,  whom  I 
have  loved  so  dearly- who  has  sufiered  me  to  think 
that  my  affection  was  not  unrepaid— Can  the  attrac 
tions  of  an  empty  title,  the  idle  court  compliments  of 
a  mere  man  of  quality,  during  only  a  few  hours,  lead 
you  to  prefer  a  libertine  lord  to  such  a  heart  as  mine  7" 

"  No,  no— believe  me,  no,"  said  Abce,  in  the  ex 
trcmity  of  distress. 

"  Put  your  answer,  which  seems  so  painful,  in  one 
word,  and  say  for  whose  safety  it  is  you  are  thus  deeply 
interested  7" 

"  For  both-for  both,"  said  Alice. 

"  That  answer  will  not  serve,  Alice,"  answered  Eve- 
rard—" here  is  no  room  for  equality.  I  must  and  will 
know  to  what  I  have  to  trust    I  understand  not  the 

E altering,  which  makes  a  maiden  unwilling  to  decide 
etwixt  two  suitors;  nor  would  I  willingly  impute  to 
}fou  the  vanity  that  cannot  remain  contented  with  one 
over  at  once." 

The  vehemence  of  Everard's  displeasure,  when  he 
supposed  his  own  lone:  uiid  sincere  devotion  lightly 
forgotten,  amid  {he  addresses  of  a  profligate  courtier, 
awakened -the  spirit  of  Alice  Lee,  who,  as  we  else* 
where  said,  had  a  portion  in  her  temper  of  the  lioD- 
humour  that  was  characteristic  of  her  family. 

"If  I  am  thus  misinterpreted,"  she  said— "if  I  am 
not  judged  worthy  of  the  least  confidence  or  candid 
construction,  hear  my  declaration,  and  my  assurance, 
that,  strange  as  my  words  may  seem,  they  are,  when 
truly  interpreted,  such  as  do  you  no  wTong. — I  tell 
you— I  tell  all  present— and  I  tell  this  gentleman  him- 
self, who  well  knows  the  sense  in  which  I  speak,  that 
his  life  and  safety  are,  or  ought  to  be,  of  more  value 
to  me  than  those  of  any  other  man  in  the  kingdom — 
nay,  in  the  world,  be  that  other  who  he  will." 

These  words  she  spoke  in  a  tone  so  firm  and  de- 
cided, as  admitted  no  farther  discussion.  Charlea 
bowed  low  and  with  gravity,  but  remaiiied  silent. 
Everard,  his  features  agitated  by  the  emotions  which 
his  pride  barely  enabled  him  to  suppress,  advanced  to 
his  antagonist,  and  said,  in  a  tone  which  he  vainly 
endeavoured  to  make  a  firm  o..'*j,  "  Sir,  you  heard  the 
lady|s  declaration,  with  such  feelings,  doubtless,  of 
gratitude,  as  the  case  cmim^nMy  demands.  As  her 
poor  kinsman,  and  on  unworthy  suitor,  sir,  I  presume 
to  yield  my  interest  in  her  to  you ;  and,  as  I  will  never 
be  the  means  of  giving  her  pain,  I  trust  you  will  not 
think  I  act  unworthily  in  retracting  the  letter  which 
gave  you  the  trouble  of  attending  this  place  at  this 
hour.— Alice,"  he  said,  turning  his  head  towards  her, 
"  Farewell  Alice,  at  once,  and  for  ever !" 

The  poor  young  lady,  whose  adventitious  spint  had 


brother,  and  kinsman,  whose  departure  to  bottle  you    almost  deserted  lier,  attempted  to  repeat  the  word 

-       -'--*-  ^.-'—.v.ir /t    a_  _ .. .      -  ^  -' farewell,  but,  failing  in  the  attempt,  only  accomplished 

a  broken  and  imperfect  sound,  and  would  have  sunk 
to  the  earth,  but  for  Doctor  Rochecliffe,  who  caught 
her  as  she  fell.  Roger  Wildrake,  also,  who  had 
twice  or  thrice  put  to  his  eyes  what  remained  of  a 
kerchief,  interested  by  the  lady's  evident  distress, 
though  unable  to  comprehend  the  mysterious  cause, 
hastened  to  assist  the  divine  in  supporting  so  fair  a 
1  burden. 


■aw  with  comparative  indifference  7— Say  thit,  and  it 
■kail  be  enou:;h  J  leave  the  ground,  never  to  see  yon 
orthis  country  strain. " 

"Stay,  Markham,  stay ;  and  believe  me  when  I  say, 
that  if  I  answer  vour  question  in  the  affirmative,  it  is 
kcauie  Maafer  ^emegij/a  safi9tjr comprehends  more, 
Bwch  more,  than  that  oi  any  of  those  you  have  men- 
tioned." 

"lodeed/  J  did  not  know  a  coronet  had  been  so 
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Mean  while,  the  diofcuued  Prince  had  beheld  the 
whole  in  silence,  bat  with  an  agitation  to  which  he 
was  unwonted,  and  which  his  swarthy  features,  and 
still  more  bis  motions,  began  to  betray.  .His  posture 
was  at  first  absolutely  stationary,  with  his  arms  fold- 
ed on  his  bosom,  as  one  who  waits  to  be  guided  by 
the  current  of  events ;  presently  after,  be  shifted  his 
position,  advanced  and  retired  nis  foot,  clenched  and 
opened  nis  hand,  and  otherwise  showed  symptoms 
that  he  was  stronjgly  agitated  by  contending  feelings, 
—was  on  the  pomt,  too,  of  forming  some  sudden 
resolution,  and  yet  still  in  uncertainty  what  course 
he  should  pursue. 

But  when  he  saw  Markham  Everard,  after  one  look 
of  unspeakable  anguish  towards  Alice,  turning  his 
back  to  depart,  he  broke  out  into  his  famihar  ejacula- 
tion, "  Oddsfish !  this  must  not  be."  In  three  strides 
he  overtook  the  slowly  retiring  Everard,  tapped  him 
smartly  on  the  shoulder,  and.  as  ho  turned  round, 
•aid,  with  an  air  of  command,  which  he  well  knew 
how  to  adopt  at  pleasura  "  One  word  with  you,  sir." 

"At  your  pleasure,  sir,"  replied  Everard,  and  natu- 
rally conjecturing  the  purpose  of  his  antagonist  to  be 
hostile,  took  hold  of  his  rapier  with  the  left  hand,  and 
laid  the  right  on  the  hilt,  not  displeased  at  the  sup- 
posed call ;  for  anger  is  at  least  as  much  akin  to  dis- 
appointment as  pity  is  said  to  be  to  love. 

** Pshaw  I"  answered  the  King,  "that  cannot  be 
nov>— Colonel  Everard,  I  am  Chaslzs  Stewabt  !" 

Everard  recoiled  in  the  greatest  surprise,  and  next 
exclaimed,  "  Impossible— It  cannot  be !— Toe  King  of 
Scots  bos  escaped  from  Bristol.— My  Lord  Wilmot, 
your  talents  for  intrigue  are  well  known— but  this 
will  not  pass  upon  me." 

"The  King  of  Scots,  Master  Everard,"  replied 
Charles — "since  you  are  so  pleased  to  limit  his  sove- 
reignly—at  any  rate,  the  Eldest  Son,  of  the  late 
Scrvereign  of  Britain,— is  now  before  you ;  therefore 
it  is  imTOssible  he  could  have  escaped  from  Bristol. 
Doctor  Rocheclifle  shall  be  my  voucher,  and  will  tell 
you,  moreover,  that  Wilmot  is  of  a  fair  complexion,  and 
light  hair— mine,  you  may  see,  is  swart  as  a  raven." 

Rochech'Se,  seemg  what  was  passing,  abandoned 
Alipe  to  the  care  of  Wildrake,  whose  extreme  delica- 
cy in  the  attempts  he  made  to  bring  her  back  to  life, 
formed  an  amiable  contrast  to  his  usual  wildness, 
&nd  occupied  him  so  much,  that  he  remained  for  the 
moment  ignorant  of  the  disclosure  in  which  he  would 
have  been  so  much  interested.  As  for  Doctor  Roche- 
cliflle,  he  came  forward,  wringing  his  hands  in  all  the 
demonstration  of  extreme  anxiety,  and  with  the  usual 
exclamations  attending  such  a  state. 

"  Peace,  Doctor  Rocnecliffe !"  said  the  King,  with 
■noh  complete  self-possession  as  indeed  became  a 
prince— "We  are  in  the  hands,  I  am  satisfied,  of  a 
man  of  honour.  Master  Everard  muse  be  pleased  in 
finding  only  a  fugitive  prince  in  the  person  in  whom 
he  thought  he  had  discovered  a  successful  rival.  He 
cannot  but  be  aware  of  the  foelings  which  prevented 
me  from  taking  advantage  of  the  cover  which  this 
young  lady's  devoted  loyalty  affbnled  mo,  at  the  risk 
of  her  own  happiness^  He  is  the  party  who  is  to  profit 
by  my  candour ;  and  eertainly  I  have  a  right  to  expect 
that  my  condition,  already  mdifierent  enough,  shall 
not  be  rendered  worse  by  his  becoming  pnvy  to  it. 
under  such  circumstances.  At  any  rate,  the  avowal 
is  made;  and  it  is  for  Colonel  Everard  to  consider 
how  he  IS  to  conduct  himself." 

"Oh,  your  Majesty  I— my  Liege  I— mv  King  I— my 
royal  Pnnce  V*  exclaimed  Wildrake,  who,  at  length 
discovering  what  was  passing,  had  crawled  onnis 
knees,  and  seizing  the  King's  hand,  was  kissing  it, 
more  like  a  child  mumblins  gingerbread,  or  like  a 
lover  devouring  the  yielded  hand  o(  his  mistress, 
than  in  the  manner  in  which  such  salutations  pass  at 
^urt— "  If  my  dear  friend  Mark  Everard  should  prove 
a  dog  on  this  occasion,  rely  on  me  I  will  cut  his  throat 
on  the  spot,  were  I  to  do  the  same  for  myself  the 
moment  afterwards  I" 

!*  Hush  hush,  my  good  fiiend  and  loyal  subject," 

flaid  the  King,  "  and  compose  yourself;  for  though  I 

-dm  obliged  to  put  on  the  Prince  for  a  moment,  we 

have  not  privacy  or  safety  to  receive  our  subjects  in 

Kmg  Cambyses*^  vein." 


Everard,  who  had  stood  for  a  time  utterly  confoimd- 
ed,  awoke  at  length  like  a  man  from  a  dream. 

"  Sire,"  he  said,  bowing  low,  and  with  profoond 
deference,  "if  I  do  not  ofieir  you  the  homage  of  a  sub- 

1'ect  with  knee  and  sword,  it  is  because  God,  by  whom 
Lings  reign,  has  denied  you  for  the  present  the  power 
of  ascending  your  throne  without  rekindling  dvil 
war.  For  your  safety  being  endangered  by  me,  let  not 
such  an  imagination  for  an  instant  cross  your  mind. 
Had  I  not  respected  your  person— wero  I  not  bound 
to  you  for  the  candour  with  which  your  noble  avowal 
has  prevented  the  misery  of  my  future  life,  yoiu'  mis- 
fortunes would  have  rendered  your  person  as  sacred, 
so  far  as  I  can  protect  it,  as  it  ooold  be  esteemed  by 
the  most  devoted  royalist  in  the  kingdom.  If  vonr 
plans  are  soundly  considered,  and  securely  laid,  tnink 
that  all  which  is  now  passed  is  but  a  dream.  If  thef 
are  in  such  a  state  that  I  can  aid  them,  savinf?  ray 
duty  to  the  Commonwealth,  which  will  permit  me  to 
be  privy  to  no  schemes  of  actual  violence,  your  Mn- 
jesty  may  command  my  services." 

"It  may  be  I  may  be  troublesome  to  you,  sir,**  said 
the  King ;  "  for  my  fortunes  are  not  such  as  to  per- 
mit me  to  reject  even  the  most  limited  ofiera  of  as- 
sistance:  but  if  I  can^  I  will  dispense  with  applync 
to  you— I  would  not  willingly  put  any  man's  oompaa- 
sion  at  war  with  his  sense  of  duty  on  my  aooount.— 
Doctor,  I  think  there  will  be  no  farther  tilting  to-day, 
either  with  sword  or  cane ;  so  we  may  as  well  retnm 
to  the  Lodge,  and  leave  these"— looking  at  Alice  and 
Everard—  who  may  have  more  to  aay  in  ezplans- 
tion." 

"  No— no !"  exclaimed  Alice,  who  was  now  perfectly 
come  to  herself,  and  partly  by  her  own  observation, 
and  partlv  from  the  report  of  Dr.  Rocbecliffe,  compre- 
hended all  that  had  taken  place—"  My  cousin  Everani 
and  I  have  nothing  to  explain ;  he  will  foTffre  me  for 
having  riddled  with  him  when  I  dared  not  spnk 
plainly ;  and  I  forgive  him  for  having  read  my  nddle 
wrong.  But  my  father  has  my  promise — ^we  roust  not 
correspond  or  converse  for  the  present— I  return  in- 
stantly to  the  Lodge  and  he  to  Woodstock,  onlesa 
you,  sire,"  bowing  to  the  King,  "  command  nis  duty 
otherwise.  Instant  to  the  town^  cousin  Markham; 
and  if  danger  should  approach,  give  us  warning." 

Everard  would  have  delayed  her  departure,  woold 
have  excused  himself  for  bis  unjust  suspicion,  would 
have  said  a  thousand  things;  but  she  would  not  listen 
to  him,  saying,  for  all  other  answer, — "Farewell, 
Markham,  till  God  send  better  days !" 

"  She  ia  an  angel  of  truth  and  beauty,"  said  Roar 
Wildrake:  "and  I,  Uke  a  blasphemous  heretic,  oaiM 
her  a  Linaabrides  !* — But  has  your  Majesty— cravifm 
your  pardon— no  commands  for  poor  Hodge  Wild- 
rake, who  will  blow  out  his  own  or  any  other  man*a 
brains  in  England,  to  do  your  Grace  a  pleasure  T' 

"  We  entreat  our  good  fnend  Wildrake  to  do  nothiiy 
hastily,"  said  Charles,  smiling;  "such  brains  as  h« 
are  rare,  and  should  not  be  nshly  dispersed,  as  the 
like  may  not  be  easily  collected.  We  recommend  luni 
to  be  silent  and  pradent— to  tilt  no  more  with  loyal 
clergymen  of  the  Chureh  of  England,  and  to  get  him- 
aelf  a  new  jacket  with  all  convenient  speed,  to  which 
we  beg  to  contribute  our  royal  akl.  When  fit  tima 
comes,  we  hope  to  find  other  service  for  him." 

As  he  spoke,  he  slid  ten  pieces  into  the  hand  of 
poor  Wildrake,  who,  confounded  with  the  exoeas  of 
his  loyal  gratitude,  blubbered  Uke  a  child,  and  wooH 
have  followed  the  King,  had  not  Dr.  Rochecjifie^  in 
few  words,  but  peremptory,  insisted  that  he  should 
return  with  his  patron,  promising  bim  he  shouM  cer- 
tainly be  employed  in  assisting  the  King's  eaoaps^ 
could  an  opportunity  be  found  of  using  his  aenrlcea. 

"  Be  so  generous,  reverend  sir,  andyou  bind  me  to 
you  forever,"  said  the  cavalier;  "and  I  coigare  yon 
not  to  keep  malice  against  me  on  aooount  of  the  fool- 
ery you  wot  of." 

^*  I  have  no  occasion,  Captain  Wildrake^"  aaid  tha 
Doctor,  "for  I  think  I  had  the  beat  of  it" 

"  Well,  then,  Doctor,  I  forgive  yon  on  my  part j  and 
I  pray  you,  for  Chriatian  charity,  let  nie  have  a  nngar 
in  this  good  service ;  for  as  I  live  in  hope  of  it,  rely 
that  I  shall  die  of  disappointment." 

•  A  NTt  of  eoQrt  asnis  fbr  a  flMMie  oTdo  fviMlatioii. 
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While  the  doctor  and  soldier  thus  spoke  together, 
Chsries  took  lea^e  of  Everaid,  (who  remainecT nnco- 
vend  while  he  spoke  to  him,)  with  his  usoal  grace— 
"I  need  not  bid  you  no  longer  be  jealous  of  me,"  said 
the  King ;  "for  i  preauroe  you  will  scarce  think  of  a 
match  betwixt  Alice  and  m^  which  would  be  too 
kMifig  a  one^  on  her  side.  For  other  thoughts,  the 
wildest  libertine  could  not  entertain  them  towards  so 
high-minded  a  creature;  and  believe  me,  that  my 
sense  of  her  meiit  did  not  need  this  last  distinguiahed 
proof  of  her  truth  and  loyaltv.  I  saw  enough  of  her 
oom  her  answers  to  some  idle  sallies  of  gallantry,  to 
know  with  what  a  lofty  character  she  is  endowed.— 
Xr.  Evehurd,  her  happiness  I  see  depends  on  you.  and 
I  tn»t  you  will  be  tnc  careful  guardian  of  it.  If  we 
can  take  any  obstacle  out  of  the  way  of  your  joint 
happiness,  be  assured  we  will  use  our  influence.— 
Firewell,  sir;  if  we  cannot  be  bettor  friends,  do  not 
itleast  let  us  entertain  harder  or  worse  thoughts  of 
etch  other  than  we  have  now." 

There  was  something  in  the  manner  of  Charles  that 
was  extremely  affecting;  something,  too,  in  his  con- 
dition as  a  fugitive  in  the  kingdom  wnicb  was  his  own 
bf  inbehtanoe.  that  made  a  direct  appeal  to  Everard's 
bosom— thousn  in  contradiction  to  the  dictates  of  that 
policy  which  ne  judged  it  his  duty  to  pursue  in  the  dis- 
tracted circumstances  of  the  country.  He  remained, 
u  we  have  said,  uncovered:  and  in  his  manner  testi- 
fied the  highest  expression  or  reverence,  up  to  the  point 
when  such  might  seem  a  symbol  of  allegiance.  He 
bowed  so  low  as  almost  to  approach  his  lips  to  the 
hand  of  Charles — but  he  did  not  kiss  it— "I  would 
Rscae  your  person,  sir,"  he  said,  "  with  the  purchase 

ctf  my  own  life.    More," He  stopped  short,  and 

toe  King  took  up  his  sentence  where  it  broke  off— 
**More  you  cannot  do,"  said  Charles,  "  to  maintain 
on  honourable  consistency— but  what  you  have  said 
iseoongh.  You  cannot  render  homage  to  m)r  prof- 
fered hand,  as  that  of  a  sovereign,  but  you  will  not 
prevent  my  taking  yours  as  a  friend,  if  you  allow  me 
to  call  myself  so— I  am  sure,  as  a  well-wisher  at 
least" 

The  generous  soul  of  Everard  was  touched— He  took 
the  King's  hand,  and  pressed  it  to  his  lips.  * 

"Oh !"  he  said.  "  were  better  times  to  come*' 

"Bind  yourself  to  nothing,  dear  Everard,"  said  the 
good-natured  'Prince,  partaking  his  emotion—"  We 
reaaon  ill  while  our  feelings  are  moved.  I  will  re- 
cnut  no  man  to  his  loss,  nor  will  I  have  my  fallen 
fortunes  involve  those  of  others,  because  they  have 
humanity  enough  to  pity  my  present  condition.  If 
Dctier  times  come,  why  we  will  meet  again,  and  I 
nooe  to  our  mutual  satisfaction.  If  not,  as  your  future 
father-in-law  would  say,"  (a  benevolent  smile  came 
over  his  face,  and  accorded  not  unmeetly  with  bis 
glistening  eyes,)— "If  not,  this  parting  was  well 
made." 

Everaxd  turned  away  with  a  deep  bow,  almost 
choking  under  contending  feelings;  the  uppermost  of 
which  was  a  sense  of  the  generosity  with  which 
ChariesL  at  his  own  imminent  risk,  had  cleared  away 
the  darkness  that  seemed  about  to  overwhelm  his 
iwoapects  of  happiness  for  life— mixed  with  a  deep 
•ease  of  the  penis  by  which  he  was  environed.  He 
^med  to  the  little  town,  followed  by  his  attendant 
Wildrak&  who  turned  back  so  often,  with  weeping 
gt^  and  hands  clasped  and  uplifted  as  sunplicating 
Heaven,  that  Everard  was  obliged  to  remina liim  that 
his  gestures  might  be  observea  by  some  one,  and  oc- 
cuipn  suspicion. 

.  Tho  generous  conduct  of  the  Kmg  during  the  dos- 
uig  part  of  this  remarkable  scene,  had  not  escaned 
Alum's  notice  j  and,  erasing  at  once  from  her  mind  all 
resentment  of  Charles's  former  conduct  and  all  the 
nspicions  they  had  deservedly  excited,  awakened  in 
ner  bosom  a  sense  of  the  natural  goodness  of  his  dis- 
Poamon,  which  permitted  her  to  unite  regard  for  his 
person,  with  that  reverence  for  his  high  office  in 
which  she  had  been  educated  as  a  portion  of  her 
creed.  She  felt  convinced,  and  delighted  with  the 
Jpnvictipn,  that  his  virtues  were  his  own,  his  liber- 
unism  the  fault  of  education,  or  rather  want  of  edu- 
ytton,  and  the  corrupting  advice  of  sycophants  and 
natteren.    She  could  not  know,  or  perhaps  did  not 


in  that  moment  consider,  that  in  a  soil  where  no  care 
is  taken  to  eradicate  tares,  they  will  outgrow  and 
smother  the  wholesome  seed,  even  if  the  last  is  more 
nstural  to  the  soil.  For,  as  Doctor  Rochecliffe  in- 
formed her  afterwards  for  her  edification-promis- 
ing, as  was  his  custom,  to  explain  the  precise  words 
on  some  future  occasion  if  she  would  put  him  in 
mind— Ftr^tf  red4irem  ducemque  deaiderat:  VUia 
sine  magistro  discunhtr.* 

There  was  no  room  for  such  reflections  at  present. 
Conscious  of  mutual  sincerity,  by  a  sort  of  intellectual 
comrounicatiotL  through  which  individuals  are  led  to 
understand  eacn  other  netter,  perhaps,  in  delicate  cir-  • 
cumstances,  than  by  words,  reserve  and  simulation 
appeared  to  be  now  Danishea  from  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  King  and  Alice.  With  manly  frankness, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  with  princely  condescension, 
he  requested  her,  exhausted  as  she  was,  to  sccept  of 
his  arm  on  the  way  homeward,  instead  of  that  of 
Doctor  Rochecliffe;  and  Alice  accepted  of  his  support 
with  modest  humility,  but  without  a  shadow  of  mis- 
trust or  fear.  It  seemed  as  -if  the  last  half  hour  had 
satisfied  them  perfectly  with  the  character  of  each 
other^  and  that  each  had  full  conviction  of  the  purity 
and  sincerity  of  the  others  intentions. 

Doctor  Rochecliffe,  in  the  mean  time,  had  fidlen 
some  four  or  five  paces  behind ;  for,  less  light  and 
active  than  Alice,  (who  had,  besides,  the  assistance 
of  the  King^s  support)  he  was  unable,  without  effort 
and  difficulty,  to  keep  up  with  the  pace  of  Charles, 
who  then  was,  as  we  have  elsewhere  noticed,  one  of 
the  best  walkers  in  England,  and  was  sometimes  apt 
to  forget  (as  ^eat  men  will)  that  others  were  mferior 
to  him  in  activity. 

"Dear  Alice,"^  sakl  the  King,  bat  as  if  the  epithet 
were  entirely  fraternal,  "  I  like  your  Everard  much— 
I  would  to  God  he  were  of  our  determination— But 
since  that  cannot  be,  I  am  sure  be  will  prove  a  gene- 
rous enemy." 

"May  it  please  you,  sire,"  said  Alice,  modestly,  but 
with  some  firmnessi  "my  cousin  will  never  be  your 
Majesty's  personal  enemy— and  he  is  one  of  the  few 
on  whose  slightest  word  you  may  rely  more  than  on 
the  oath  of  those  who  profess  more  strongly  and 
formally.  He  is  utterly  incapable  of  abusing  your 
Majesty's  most  generous  and  voluntary  confidence." 

*'0n  my  honour,  I  believe  so.  Alice,"  replied  the 
King ;  "  But,  oddsfiah !  my  girl,  let  Majesty  sleep  for 
the  present— it  concerns  my  safety,  as  Itnld  your  bro- 
ther lately— Call  me  sir,  then,  which  belongs  alike  to 
king,  peer,  knight  and  gentleman— or  rather  let  me 
be  wild  Louis  Kemcguy  again. 

Alice  looked  down,  and  shook  her  head.  "  That 
cannot  be,  please  your  Majesty." 

"  What  !*'  Louis  was  a  saucy  compamon— a  naughty 
presuming  boy— and  you  cannot  abide  him  7— Well, 
perhaps  you  are  right- But  we  will  wait  for  Doctor 
Rochecline"- he  said,  desirouiL  with  good-natured 
deticacy,  to  make  Alice  aware  that  he  had  nopurpose 
of  engaging  her  in  any  discussion  which  could  recall 
painful  ideas.  They  paused  accordingly,  and  again 
she  felt  relieved  ana  grateful. 

"I  cannot  persuade  otir  fair  friend,  Mistress  Ahoe 
Doctor,"  said  the  King,  "  that  she  must,  in  prudence- 
forbear  using  tides  of  respect  to  me,  while  there  arc 
such  very  slender  means  of  sustaining  them." 

"  It  is  a  reproach  to  earth  and  to  fortune,"  answered 
the  divine,  as  fast  as  his  recovered  breath  would  per- 
mit him,  "  that  your  most  sacred  Majesty's  present 
condition  should  not  scoord  with  the  rendering  of 
those  honours  which  ore  your  own  by  birm,  and 
which,  with  Qod's  blessing  on  the  efforts  of  your  loyal 
subjects,  I  hope  to  see  rendered  to  you  as  your  heredi- 
tary riizht,  by  the  universal  voice  oi  the  three  king- 
doms.'' 

"True^  Doctor,"  repbed  the  King;  "but,  in  the 
mean  white,  can  you  expound  to  Mistren  AJioe  Lee 
*  The  cmotationt  of  the  leamad  doctor  and  antiqiimry  wtn 
often  loft  uiiioterproled,  thoafh  wldoa  UDeonmntniaatod, 
owing  to  hii  contempt  for  Uxoto  who  did  not  underatand  the 
learned  lanniafos,  and  hit  diotike  to  the  labour  of  translation 
for  the  benefit  of  ladion  and  of  country  gentlemen.  That  fhif 
renden  and  rural  tbanci  may  not  on  this  occasion  burst  in  irno- 
ranoe,  we  add  the  meaning  of  Uie  pasvige  in  the  text-"  Vhrtm 
rgfulres  thg  aid  of  a  govtmer  and  Urtctor  ;  vku  an  karmd  «<<*< 
outauachtr." 


119 


WOODSTOCK. 


[Chap.  XXIX. 


two  Uoes  of  Horace,  which  I  have  carried  in  my  thick 
head  aeyeral  yeara,  till  now.  they  have  come  pat  to  tny 
purpose.  Aa  my  canny  aaojecta  of  Scotland  say,  If 
you  kee^  a  thing  seven  years  you  are  sure  to  find  a 
use  for  It  at  iMt—Teltpfmt—ay,  bo  it  begina— 
*  ntepkmtt  PdBiu,  evm  paimr  et 

"I  will  explain  the  passage  to 
the  Doctor,  when  abe  remmda 
(he  added,  recollecting  that  his 
awer  on  such  occasions  ought 
when  the  order, for  exposition 
sovereign,)  "I  will  repeat  a  poor 
translation  of  the  poern^ 


Mistress  Alice,*'  said 
me  of  it— or  rather," 
ordinary  dilatory  an- 
not  to  be  returned 
emanated  from  his 
couplet  from  my  own 


'  Hmom  and  kinn,  hi  exile  forced  to  roam. 

Leave  ■weUinf  pnrue  and  eeTen-leacued  worda  at  bona.*  " 

**  A  most  admirable  version.  Doctor."  said  Charles : 
"  I  feel  all  its  force,  and  parUcularly  the  beautiful  ren- 
dering of  atmipedalia  verba  into  seven-leagued 
boots— words  I  mean— it  reminds  me,  like  half  the 
thmgs  I  meet  with  in  this  world,  of  the  ConUt  de 
Commb-e  V  Oife."* 

Thus  conversing  they  reached  the  Lodge :  and 
as  the  King  went  to  his  chamber  to  pr^are  for  the 
break&st  summons,  now  impending,  the  idea  crossed 
his  mind,  "Wilmot,  and  VilUers,  and  Killigrew, 
would  latigfa  at  me,  did  they  hear  of  a  campaign  in 
which  neither  man  nor  woman  had  been  conquered— 
But,  oddsfish !  let  them  laugh  as  they  will,  there  is 
something  at  my  heart  which  tells  me,  that  for  once 
in  my  life,  I  have  acted  welL" 

That  day  and  the  next  were  spent  in  tranquillity, 
the  King  waiting  impatiently  for  the  intelligence, 
which  was  to  announce  to  him  that  a  vessel  was 
prepared  somewhere  on  the  coast  None,  such  was 
yet  in  readiness ;  but  he  learned  that  the  indefatiga- 
ble Albert  Lee  was,  at  great  personal  risk,  travereing 
the  seaooast  from  town  to  village,  and  endeavouring 
to  find  means  of  embarkation  among  the  friends  of 
the  royal  cause,  and  the  coxresponoents  of  Doctor 
RocfaecfiJBe. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Rafllao,  let  go  ttiat  rode  vneiTil  tooeh  I 

It  is  time  we  should  give  some  account  of  the  other 
actors  in  our  drama,  the  interest  due  to  the  principal 
personages  having  for  some  time  engrossed  our  at- 
tention exclusively. 

y/e  are,  therefore,  to  inform  the,  reader,  that  the 
lingering  longings  of  the  Commissioners,  who  had 
been  driven  forth  of  their  proposed  paradise  of  Wood- 
stock, not  by  a  cherub  indeed,  but,  as  they  thought, 
by  .spirits  or  another  sort,  still  detained  them  in  the 
vicinity.  They  had,  indeed,  lefi  the  little  borough 
imder  pretence  of  indifierent  accommodation.  The 
more  palpable  reasons  were,  that  they  entertained 
some  resentment  against  Everard,  as  the  means  of 
their  disa^ppointment,  and  had  no  mind  to  reside 
where  their  proceedings  could  be  overlooked  by  him, 
although  they  took  leave  in  terms  of  the  utmost 
respect  They  went,  however,  no  farther  than  Ox- 
ford, and  remained  there,  as  ravens,  who  are  accus- 
tomed to  witness  the  chase,  sit  upon  a  tree  or  crag, 
at  a  Uitle  distance,  and  watch  the  disembowelling  of 
the  deer,  expecting  the  relics  which  fall  to  their  share. 
Mean  time,  the  University  and  City,  but  especially  the 
fionmer,  supplied  them  with  some  means  of  employ- 
ing their  various  faeultiea  to  advantage,  until  the 
expected  moment,  when,  as  they  hoped,  they  should 
either  be  summoned  to  Windsor,  or  Woodstock 
should  once  more  be  abandoned  to  thdr  discretion. 

Bletaon,  to  paas  the  time,  vexed  the  souls  of  such 
learned  and  pious  divines  and  scholars,  as  he  could 
intrude  his  hateful  presence  upon,  by  sophistry,  athe- 
istical discourse,  and  challenges  to  them  to  impugn 
the  most  scandalous  thesis.  Desborough.  one  of  the 
most  braully  ignorant  men  of  the  period,  got  him- 
self nominated  the  head  of  a  coUwe,  ana  lost  no 
time  in  cutting  down  trees,  and  plundering  plate.  As 
for  Harrison,  ne  preached  in  full  uniform  in  Saint 
Uai/s  Church,  wearing  his  buflf-coat,  boots,  and 
•  TalM  or  Modifli  CkMaa. 


spurs,  as  if  he  were  about  to  take  the  field  for  the 
mht  at  Armageddon.  And  it  was  hard  to  say; 
whether  that  seat  of  Learning,  Religion  and  Loy- 
alty, as  it  is  called  by  Clarendon,  was  more  vexed 
by  the  rapme  of  Desborough,  the  cold  scepticism 
of  Bletaon,  or  the  frantic  enthusiasm  of  the  Fifth- 
Monarchy  champion. 

Ever  and  anon,  soldiers,  under  pretence  of  relier- 
ing  guard,  or  otherwise,  went  and  came  betwixt 
Woodstock  and  Oxford,  and  maintained,  it  may  be 
supposed,  a  correspondence  with  Trusty  Toiiikiii& 
who,  though  he  chiefly  resided  in  the  town  oi 
Woodstock,  visited  the  Lodge  occasionally,  and  to 
whom,  therefore,  Uiey  doubtless  trusted  for  mforma- 
tion  concerning  the  proceedings  there. 

Indeed,  this  man  Tomkins  seemed  by  some  aoorct 
means  to  have  gained  the  confidence  m  part,  if  not 
in  whole,  of  almost  every  one  connected  with  these 
intrigues.  All  closeted  him.  all  conversed  with  him 
in  pnvate;  those  who  had  the  means  propitiated  him 
with  gifts,  those  who  had  not  were  liberal  of  Dromisea. 
When  he  chanced  to  appear  at  Woodatock,  which 
always  seemed  as  it  were  by  accident— if  he  paaaed 
through  the  hall,  the  knight  was  sure  to  ask  him  to 
take  the  foils,  and  was  equally  certain  to  be,  after 
lessor  more  resistance,  victorious  in  the  encounter: 
so,  in  consideration  ot  so  many  triumphs,  the  eooa 
Sir  Henry  almost  forgave  him  the  sins  of  rebellion 
and  puritanism.  Then,  if  his  slow  and  formal  step 
was  heard  in  the  passages  approaching  the  ^lery, 
Doctor  Rocheclifie,  though  he  never  introduced  him 
to  his  peculiar  boudoir,  was  sure  to  meet  Master 
Tomkins  in  some  neutral  apartment,  and  to  ennge 
him  in  long  conversations,  which  apparently  nad 
great  interest  for  both. 

Neither  was  the  Independent's  reception  below 
stairs  less  gracious  than  above.  Joceline  failed  not 
to  welcome  him  with  the  most  cordial  frankness; 
the  pasty  and  the  flagon  were  put  in  immediate 
requisition,  and  good  cheer  was  the  general  wotd. 
The  means  for  this,  it  may  be  observed,  had  grown 
more  plenty  at  Woodstock  since  the  amval  of  Doo* 
tor  Rochecliffe,  who,  in  quality  of  agent  for  several 
royalists,  had  various  sums  of  money  at  his  diaposaL 
By  these  fiinds  it  is  likely  that  Trusty  Tomkins  also 
derived  his  own  full  advantage.  ^ 

In  his  occasional  indulgence  in  what  he  called  a 
fleshly  frailty,  (and  for  which  he  said  he  had  a  privi- 
lege,) which  was  in  truth  an  attachment  to  strong 
liquors,  and  that  in  no  moderate  degree,  hia  lan- 
guage, at  other  times  remarkably  decorous  and  re> 
served,  became  wild  and  animated.  He  sometimes 
talked  with  all  the  unction  of  an  old  debauchee,  of 
former  exploits,  such  aa  deer-steaUng,  orchard  rob- 
bing, drunken  gambols,  and  desperate  afirays  in 
which  he  had  been  engaged  in  the  earlier  part  of  hia 
life,  sung  bacchanalian  and  amorous  ditties,  dwelt 
sometimes  upon  adventures  which  drove  Phoebe  Mav- 
flower  from  the  company,  and  penetrated  even  the 
deaf  ears  of  Dame  Jellicot,  so  as  to  make  the  buttery 
in  which  he  held  hia  carousals  no  proper  place  for  the 
poor  old  woman. 

In  the  middle  of  these  wild  rants,  Tomkms  twieeor 
thrice  suddenly  ran  into  religious  topics,  and  spoka 
mysteriously,  but  with  great  animation,  and  a  ridi 
eloquence,  on  the  happy  and  pre-eminent  saints,  who 
were  saints,  as  he  termed  them,  indeed— Men  who 
had  stormed  the  inner  treasure-house  of  Heaven,  and 
possessed  themselves  of  its  choicest  jewels.  All  other 
sects  he  treated  with  the  utmost  contempt,  as  merely 
quarrehng,  aa  he  expressed  it,  like  hogs  over  a  trough, 
about  husks  and  acoms:  imder  which  derogatory 
terms,  he  included  alike  the  usual  rites  and  ceremo- 
nies of  public  devotion,  the  ordinances  of  the  esta- 
blished churches  of  Christianity,  and  the  obaervancesL 
nay^  the  forbMrance&  enjoined  by  every  class  ot 
Christians.  Scarcely  hearing,  and  not  at  all  under- 
standing him,  Joceiine,  who  seemed  his  most  frequent 
confidant  on  such  occasions,  generally  led  him  back 
into  some  strain  of  rade  mirth,  or  old  recollection  of 
follies  before  the  Civil  Ware,  without  caring  about  or 
endeavouring  to  analyxe  the  opinion  of  this  saint  of  an 
evil  fashion,  hut  fully  sensible  of  the  protectk>n  which 
his  presence  aflbrded  at  Woodstock,  and  conlklent  ia 
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die  honest  meaning  of  so  freeapoken  a  fellow,  to  whom 
iJeind  brandf,  when  better  liauor  was  not  to  be  come 
bf,  aeemed  to  be  principal  objecta  of  life,  and  who 
auk  a  health  to  the  Kin^  or  any  one  else,  whenever 
nquffcd,  provided  the  cup  in  which  he  was  to  perform 
the  hbatioo  were  but  a  brimner. 

These  pecoHar  doctrines,  which  were  entertained  by 
t  sect  sometimes  termed  the  Family  of  Love,  but 
more  commonly  Ranters,*  had  made  some  progress 
in  tiroes  when  such  variety  of  religious  opinions  were 
prevalent,  that  men  pushed  the  jarring  heresies  to  the 
Teive  of  absolute  and  most  impious  insanity.  Secrecy 
bad  been  enjoined  on  these  frantic  believers  in  a  most 
bisflphemous  doctrine,  by  the  fear  of  consequences, 
Aoaid  they  come  to  be  generally  announced ;  and  it 
was  the  care  of  Mr.  Tomkins  to  conceal  the  spiritual 
freedom  which  he  pretended  to  have  acquired,  from 
til  whose  resentment  would  have  been  stifred  by  his 
pd>lic  avowal  of  it.  This  was  not  difficult :  for  their 
profession  of  faith  permitted,  nay,  required,  tneirocca- 
flonal  conformity  with  the  sectaries  or  professors  of 
toy  oted  which  chanced  to  be  uppermost. 

Tomkins  had  accordingly  the  art  to  pass  himself 
00  Dr.  Rochecliflfe  as  still  a  zealous  member  of  the 
Cbnrch  of  England,  though  serving  under  the  enemy's 
eolours^  as  a  spy  in  their  camp;  and  as  he  had  on 
tereml  occasions  given  him  true  and  valuable  intelli- 
gnee,  this  active  i  atxiguer  was  the  more  easily  induced 
to  believe  his  professions. 

Neverthdcsa.  lest  this  person's  occasional  presence 
at  the  Lodge,  which  there  were  perhaps  no  means  to 
prevent  without  exciting  suspicion,  should  infer  dan- 

£to  the  King's  person,  Rochecline,  whatever  conii- 
cc  he  otherwi  se  reposed  in  him,  recommended 
that,  if  possible,  tlie  King  should  keep  always  out  of 
bis  sight,  and  wh«n  accidentally  discovered,  that  he 
ftom  only  8cnDeii.r  in  the  character  of  Louis  Keme- 
m.  Joseph  Tomkins,  he  said,  was,  he  really  be- 
lieved. Honest  Joe ;  but  Honesty  was  a  horse  which 
might  be  overburdened,  and  there  was  no  use  inlead- 
iwoarneiffhboar  into  temptation. 

It  seemed  as  if  Tomkins  himself  had  acquiesced  in 
thii  limitation  of  confidence  exercised  towards  him, 
or  that  he  wisned  to  seem  blinder  than  he  really  was 
(0  the  presence  of  this  stranger  in  the  family.  It  oc- 
corred  to  Jocelinp,  who  was  a  verv  shrewd  fellow,  that 
once  or  twice,  when  by  inevitable  accident  Tomkins 
bad  met  Kem^uy,  he  seemed  less  interested  in  the 
airamstance  than  he  would  have  expected  from  the 
OMii's  disposition,  which  was  naturally  prying  and  in- 
VBsiUve.  "He  asked  no  Questions  ahout  the  young 
itranger,"  said  Joceline.  God  avert  that  he  knows 
oriun)ects  too  much!"  But  his  suspicions  were  re- 
niOTra,  when,  in  the  course  of  their  subsequent  con- 
versation, Joseph  Tomkins  mentioned  the  King's 
Mcape  from  Bristol  as  a  thing  positively  certain,  and 
named  both  the  vessel  in  which  he  said  he  had  gone 
ofli  and  the  master  who  commanded  her.  seeming  so 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  report,  that  Joceline 
jadged  it  im«v>saible  ho  could  have  the  slightest  suspi- 
OM  of  the  reality. 

jet  notwithstanding  this  persuasion,  and  the  com- 
ndeship,  which  had  been  established  between  them, 
uif  faitniful  under-keeper  resolved  to  maintain  a  strict 
vstch  over  his  gossip  Tomkins,  and  be  in  readiness 
to  give  the  alarm  should  occasion  arise.  True,  he 
tbought,  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  his  said  friend, 
notwuhstanding  his  dninken  and  enthusiastic  rants, 
pts  as  trustworthy  as  he  was  esteemed  by  Doctor 
Rocheclifle  \  yet  still  he  was  nn  adventurer  the  out- 
■de  and  lining  of  whose  cloak  were  of  different  co- 

*  Tlie  Flunilicta  were  originally  founded  bjr  David  Gcorm  of 
Mtt,  an  anthuaiast,  who  beiieved  himwif  the  Memiah.  Tlicy 
wiBcbi>d  off  into  varioiu  sv^cbi  of  Grindlotonianii,  Familiata  of 
wMoantaina,  of  the  Vailpyf ;  Familivts  of  Cape  Order,  fte.  Ac 
Oi  the  Bcattnred  Flock,  Sec  Ac.  Amonir  doctrines,  too  wild 
■Bd  foul  to  be  quoted,  they  held  the  lawAilnem  of  occasional 
fioofbnnity  with  any  predominant  Mct  when  it  suited  their  con- 
*nieace,  of  complying  with  the  order  of  any  magistrate,  or 
■iwrior  power,  however  liufol.  The^r  disowned  the  principal 
eoctrines  of  Christianity,  as  a  law  which  had  been  superseded , 
ft  the  ad?ent  of  David  George— oay,  obeyed  the  wildest  and 
wosest  dictate*  of  eril  paasioos,  and  are  said  lu  have  practised 
•BOAf  thcmaelvea  tha  groaMst  libertinism.  See  Edward's  Qan- 
I^M,  Paf  itt's  Henttographla,  and  a  very  eariotis  work  written 
9uBdoTieClaxton,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  sect,  called  the 
MM  Acv  ftaarf,  nmill  qiurto,  London,  iMa 
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lours,  and  a  high  reward,  and  pardon  for  past  acts  of 
malignancy,  might  tempt  him  once  more  to  turn  hia 
tippet— -For  these  reasons  Joceline  kept  a  strict,  though 
unostentatious  watch  over  Trusty  Tomkins. 

We  have  said,  that  the  discreet  seneechal  was  uni* 
versallv  well  received  at  Woodstock,  whether  in  the 
borough  or  at  the  Lodge,  and  that  even  Joceline 
Joliife  was  anxious  to  conceal  any  suspicions  which 
he  could  not  altogether  repress,  under  a  great  show 
of  cordial  hospitality.  There  were,  however,  two  in- 
dividuals, who,  for  very  different  reasons,  nourished 
personsl  dislike  against  the  individual  so  generally 
acceptable. 

One  was  Nehemiah  Holdenough,  who  remembered 
with  jgreat  bitterness  of  soirit,  the  Independent's  vio- 
lent intrusion  into  his  pulpit,  and  who  ever  spoke  of 
him  in  private  as  a  lying  missionary,  into  wliom  Satan 
had  put  a  spirit  of  delusion ;  and  preached,  besides,  a 
solemn  sermon  on  the  subject  of  the  false  prophet, 
out  of  whose  mouth  came  frogs.  The  discourse  was 
highly  prized  by  the  mayor  and  most  of  the  better 
class,  who  conceived  that  their  minister  had  struck  a 
heavy  blow  at  the  very  root  of  Independency.  On  the 
other  hand,  those  of  the  private  spirit  contended,  that 
Joseph  Tomkins  had  made  a  successful  and  triumph- 
ant rally,  in  an  exhortation  on  the  evening  of  the 
same  day,  in  which  he  proved,  to  the  conviction  of 
many  liandicraftsmen,  that  the  passage  in  Jeremiah, 
*'  The  prophets  prophesy  falsely,  and  the  priests  bear 
rule  by  their  means,"  was  directly  applicable  to  the 
Presbyterian  system  of  church  government.  The  cler- 
gyman despatched  an  account  of  his  adversary's  con- 
duct to  the  Reverend  Master  Edwards,  to  be  inserted 
in  the  next  edition  of  Gangnena,  as  a  pestilent  here- 
tic; and  Tomkins  recommended  the  parson  to  his 
master,  Desborough,  as  a  good  subject  on  whom  to 
impose  a  round  fine,  for  vexing  the  private  spirit;  as- 
suring him,  at  the  same  time,  that  though  the  minister 
might  seem  poor,  yet  if  a  few  troopers  were  quartered 
on  nira  till  the  fine  was  paid,  every  rich  shopkeeper's 
wife  in  the  borough  would  rob  the  till,  rather  than  go 
without  the  mamihon  of  unrighteousness  with  which 
to  redeem  their  priest  /rom  sufferance ;  holdini^  ac 
cording  to  his  expression,  with  Laban,  "  You  have 
taken  from  me  my  gods,  and  what  have  I  morel" 
There  was,  of  course,  little  cordiaUty  between  the 
polemical  disputants,  when  religious  debate  took  so 
worldly  a  turn. 

But  Joe  Tomkins  was  much  more  concerned  at  the 
evil  opinion  which  seemed  to  be  entertained  against 
him,  by  one  whose  good  graces  he  was  greatly  inore 
desirous  to  obtain  than  those  of  Nehemiah  Holde- 
nough. This  was  no  other  than  pretty  Mistreas 
Phoebe  Mayflower,  for  whose  conversion  he  had  felt 
a  strong  vocation,  ever  since  his  lecture  iipon  Shak- 
speare  on  their  first  meeting  at  the  Lodge.  He  seemed 
desirous,  however,  to  carry  on  this  more  serious  work 
in  private,  and  especially  to  conceal  bis  labours  from 
his  friend  Joceline  JoUfie,  lest,  perchance,  he  had  been 
addicted  to  jealousy.  But  it  was  in  vain  that  he  plied 
the  faithful  damsel,  sometimes  with  verses  from  the 
Canticles,  sometimes  with  miotations  from  Greens 
Arcadia,  or  pithy  passages  from  Venue  and  Adonis^ 
and  doctrines  of  a  nature  yet  more  abstruse,  from 
the  popular  work  entitled  Aristotle'.s  Masterpiece. 
Unto  no  wooing  of  his,  sacred  or  profane,  metaphy- 
sical or  physical,  would  Phoebe  Mayflower  seriously 
incline.  ~         ,  ,       • 

The  maiden  loved  Joceline  Jolitre,  on  the  one  baiid ; 
and,  on  the  other,  if  she  disliked  Joseph  Tomkins 
when  she  first  saw  him,  as  a  rebellious  puritan,  she 
had  not  been  at  all  reconciled  by  finding  reason,to 
regard  him  as  a  hypocritical  libertine.^  She  hated  him 
in  both  capacities— never  endured  his  conversation 
when  abe  could  escape  from  it— and  when  obliged  to 
remain,  listened  to  him  only  because  she.kncw  he 
had  been  so  deeply  trusted,  that  to  offend  him  inight 
endanger  the  security  of  the  family,  in  the  service  of 
which  she  had  been  bom  and  bred  up,  and  to  whose 
interest  she  waa  devoted.  For  reasons  somewhat 
similar,  she  did  not  sufier  her  dislike  of  the  steward 
to  became  manifest  before  Joceline  Joliiie,  whose 
spirit,  as  a  forester  and  a  soldier,  might  have  been 
likely  to  bring  matters  to  an  arbitrement,  m  which  the 
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anUeau  dt  duuat  and  quarterataff'  of  her  favourite, 
would  have  been  too  unequally  matched  with  the  long 
rapier  and  pistols  which  his  dangerous  rival  always 
carried  about  his  person.    But  it  is  difficult  to  blind  | 
Jealousy  when  there  is  any  cause  of  doubt;  and  per-  { 
naps  the  sharp  watch  maintained  by  Joceline  on  his  { 
comrade,  was  prompted  not  only  by  his  zeal  for  the 
King's  safety,  but  by  some  vague  suspicion  that  Tom- 
kins  was  not  ill  disposed  to  poach  upon  his  own  fair 

manor.  . .,    i-i  »         •  i    l  i 

Phosbe^  in  the  mean  while,  like  a  prudent  girl  shel- 
tered herself  as  much  as  possible  by  the  presence  of 
Goody  Jellicot.  Then,  indeed,  it  is  true  the  Inde- 
pendent, or  whatever  he  was,  used  to  follow  her  with 
his  addresses  to  very  little  purpose ;  for  Phcebe  seemed 
as  deaf,  through  wilfulness,  as  the  old  matron  by 
natural  infirmity.  This  indifference  highly  incensed 
her  new  lover,  and  induced  him  anxiously  to  watch 
for  a  time  and  place,  in  which  he  might  plead  his  suit 
with  an  energy  ihat  should  command  attention. 
Fortune,  that  malicious  goddess,  who  so  often  ruins 
us  by  granting  the  very  object  of  our  vows,  did  at 
length  procure  him  such  an  opportunity  as  he  had 
long  coveted. 

It  was  about  sunset,  or  shortly  after,  when  Phoebe, 
upon  whose  activity  much  of  the  domestic  arrange- 
ments depended,  went  as  far  as  Fair  Rosamond's 
spring  to  obtain  water  for  the  evening  meal,  or  rather 
to  gratify  the  prejudice  of  the  old  knight,  who  believed 
that  celebrated  fountain  afibrded  the  choicest  supplies 
of  the  necessary  element.  Such  was  the  respect  in 
which  he  was  held  by  his  whole  family,  that  to  neg- 
lect any  of  his  wishes  that  could  be  gratified,  thougli 
with  inconvenience  to  themselves,  would,  in  their 
estimation,  have  been  almost  equal  to  a  breach  of 
religious  duty. 

To  fill  the  pitcher  had,  we  know,  been  of  late  a 
troublesome  task;  but  Joceline's  ingenuity  had  so 
far  rendered  it  easy,  by  repairing  rudely  a  part  of  the 
ruined  front  of  the  ancient  fountain,  that  the  water 
was  collected,  and  trickling  along  a  wooden  spout, 
dropped  from  a  height  of  aoove  two  feet.  A  damsel 
was  thereby  enabled  to  place  her  pitcher  under  the 
alowly  dropping  supply,  and  without  toU  to  herself, 
might  wait  till  ner  vessel  was  filled. 

Phcsbe  Mayflower,  on  the  evening  we  allude  to, 
saw,  for  the  nrst  time,  this  little  improvement;  and, 
justly  considering  it  as  a  piece  of  gallantry  of  her  sil- 
van admirer,  designed  to  save  her  the  trouble  of  per- 
forminsr  her  task  m  a  more  inconvenient  msnner,  she 
gratefully  employed  the  minutes  of  ease  which  the 
contrivance  procured  her,  in  reflecting  on  the  good- 
nature and  mgenuiiv  of  the  obliging  engineer,  and 
eerhaps  in  thinking  he  might  have  done  as  wisely  to 
ave  waited  till  she  came  to  the  fountain,  that  he 
might  have  secured  personal  thanks  for  the  trouble 
he  nad  taken.  But  then  she  knew  he  was  detained 
in  the  buttery  with  that  odious  Tomkins,  and  rather 
than  have  seen  the  Independent  along  with  him, 
she  would  have  renounced  the  thought  of  meeting 
Joceline. 

As  she  was  thus  reflecting,  Fortune  was  malicious 
enough  to  send  Tomkins  to  the  fountain,  and  with- 
out Joceline.  When  she  saw  his  figure  darken  the 
path  up  which  he  came,  an  anxious  reflection  came 
over  tne  poor  maiden's  breast,  that  she  was  slone, 
and  within  the  verge  of  the  forest,  where  in  general 
persons  were  prohibiuxl  to  come  during  the  twilight, 
for  disturbing  the  deer  settling  to  their  repose.  She 
encouraged  herself,  however,  and  resolved  to  show 
no  sense  of  fear,  although,  as  the  steward  approached, 
there  was  something  in  the  man's  look  and  eye  no 
way  calculated  to  allay  her  apprehensions. 

The  blessinsfs  of  tne  evening  upon  you,  my  pretty 
maiden,"  he  said.  "I  meet  you  even  as  the  chief 
servant  of  Abraham,  who  was  a  steward  hke  myself, 
met  Rebecca,  the  daughter  of  Beth'iel,  the  son  of 
Milcah,  at  the  well  of  the  city  of  Nahor,  in  Mesopo- 
tamia. Shall  I  not,  therefore,  say  to  you,  set  down 
thy  pitcher  that  I  may  drink?'' 

'  The  pitcher  is  at  your  service,  Master  Tomkins." 
ne  replied,  "and  you  may  drink  as  much  as  you  will ; 
but  you  have,  I  warrant,  drank  better  liquor,  and  that 
not  long  since.** 


It  was,  indeed,  obvious  that  the  ateward  had  ...... 

from  a  revel,  for  bis  features  were  somewhat  flushed, 
though  he  had  stopped  far  short  of  intoxication. 
But  Pbcebe's  alarm  at  his  first  appearance  was  rmthor 
increased  when  she  observed  how  he  had  been  lately 
employed. 

I  do  but  use  my  privilege,  my  pretty  Rebecca ;  the 
earth  is  given  to  the  saints,  and  the  fulness  thereot 
They  shall  occupy  and  enjoy  it,  both  the  riches  of  the 
mine,  and  the  treasures  of  the  vine ;  and  they  shall 
rejoice,  and  their  hearts  be  merry  within  them. 
Tnou  nast  yet  to  learn  the  privileges  of  the  aainli^ 
my  Rebecca." 

My  name  is  Phoebe,"  said  the  maiden,,  in  order  to 
sober  the  enthusiastic  rapture  which  he  either  felt  or 

"Phoebe  after  the  flesh,*'  he  said,  **bat  aebeoca 
being  spiritualized;  for  art  thou  not  a  wandering 
and  stray  sheep  ?— and  am  I  not  sent  to  fetch  thee 
within  the  fold  ?— Wherefore  else  was  it  sakL  Thoo 
shalt  find  her  seated  by  the  well,  in  the  wooa  which 
is  called  after  the  ancient  harlot,  Rosamond  7'* 

"  You  have  found  me  sitting  here  sure  enou^*' 
said  Phoebe ;  "  but  if  you  wish  to  keep  me  company, 
you  must  walk  to  the  Lodge  with  me;  and  you  shaU 
carry  my  pitcher  for  me,  if  you  will  be  so  kind.  I 
will  hear  all  the  good  things  you  have  to  sajr  to  ms  aa 
we  go  along.  But  Sir  Henry  calls  for  his  glssa  of 
water  regularly  before  prayers." 

"What !"  exclaimed  Tomkins,  "hath  the  old  man 
of  bloody  hand  and  perverse  heart  sent  thee  hither  to 
do  the  work  of  a  bondswoman  1  Verily  thoa  shalt 
return  enfranchised;  and  for  the  water  thou  hast 
drawn  for  him,  it  shall  be  poured  forth,  even  as  Da- 
vid caused  to  be  poured  forth  the  water  of  the  well  of 
Bethlehem." 

So  saying,  he  emptied  the  water  pitcher,  in  nits 
of  Phosoe's  exclamauons  and  entreaties.  He  then 
replaced  the  vessel  beneath  the  Uttle  oondoit,  and 
continued :—"  Know  that  this  shall  be  a  token  to 
thee.  The  filling  of  that  pitcher  shall  be  like  the 
running  of  a  sand-glass;  and  if  within  the  time 
which  shall  pass  ere  it  rises  to  the  brim,  thou  shalt 
listen  to  the  words  which  I  shall  say  to  thee,  then  it 
shall  be  well  with  thee,  and  thy  place  shall  be  hig^ 
among  those  who,  forsaking  tne  instruction  which 
is  as  milk  for  babes  and  sucklings,  eat  the  strong 
food  which  nourishes  manhood.  But  if  the  pitcliar 
shall  overbrim  with  water  ere  thy  ear  riiall  hear  and 
understand,  thou  shalt  then  be  mven  as  a  prey,  and 
as  a  bondsmaiden,  unto  those  who  shall  possess  the 
fat  and  the  fair  of  the  earth." 

"  You  frighten  me,  Master  Tomkins,**  sail  PbaBb& 
"  though  I  am  sure  you  do  not  inean  to  do  so.  I 
wonder  how  you  dare  speak  wonis  so  like  thefpood 
words  in  the  Bible  when  you  know  how  yon  laooiad 
at  your  own  master,  and  all  the  rest  of  them — ^wboa 
you  helped  to  play  tne  hobgobUnsat  tbeLodgei'* 

"  Think'si  thou  then,  thou  simple  fool,  that  in  put- 
ting that  deceit  upon  Harrison  and  the  rest,  I  ei- 
ceeded  my  privileges?— Nay,  verily.— Listen  to  mc; 
foolish  gin.  When  in  former  days  I  lived  the  most 
wild,  malignant  rakehell  in  Oxfordshire,  freqoentiflg 
wakes  and  foirs,  dancing  around  Maypoles  and 
showing  my  lustihood  at  football  and  cudgel-pwyiBf 
—Yea,  when  I  was  called,  in  the  language  of  the 
ujicircumcised,  Philip  Hazcidine,  and  was  one  of  the 
singers  in  the  choir,  and  one  of  the  ringers  in  the 
Steele,  and  served  the  priest  yonder,  by  name  Roch»> 
clifle,  1  was  not  farther  from  the  straight  road  thaa 
whon,  after  long  reading,  I  at  lenuth  found  one  blind 
guide  after  another,  all  burners  of  bricks  in  EgyoL  I 
left  them  one  by  one,  the  poor  tool  Harrison  oeing 
the  last ;  and  by  my  own  unassisted  strength,  I  have 
struggled  forward  to  the  broad  and  blessed  U^t, 
whereof  thou  too,  Phoebe,  shalt  be  partaker.** 

"I  thank  you,  Master  Tomkins,"  said  Phoebe,  sap- 
pressing  some  fear  under  an  appearance  of  inoimr> 
encc;  "but  I  shall  have  light  enough  to  carry  home 
my  pitcher,  would  you  but  let  me  take  it ;  and  that  is 
all  tne  want  of  light  I  shall  have  this  evening.** 

So  saying,  she  stooped  to  take  the  pitcher  ftom  the 
fountain ;  but  he  snatched  hold  of  ner  by  the  ana 
and  prevented  her  from  accomplishing  her  purpoaai 
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Pha;b#, however. ;  .va»  the  daiifshterofa  bold  forrptpr, " 
rr-^mptat  thcii^hts  of  self-dcfenf^e ;  and  though  she 
.Tiiswl  gr*(iRg  hold  of  ihe  pitcher,  she  cnuf!ht  up 
:cftnd  a  lar^  pebble,  which  she  kept  conccnk-d  in 
biT  rsdit  hand. 

"Strand  up,  foolish  Tnaidcn.  and, listen,"  raid  the 
Inxeptndent,  sternly ;  *'  and  know,  in  one  word,  that 
iin.  Lr  wLich  the  s^pirit  of  man  is  punished  with  the 
TKscance  of  Henven,  lirth  not  in  the  rorpurcnl  nrt, 
btii*:.n  the  thoucht  of  the  sinner.  Believe,  lovely 
Psshe.  that  to  the  pure  nil  nets  nro  purr,  and  thnt  Mn 
:i  :q  our  thought,  not  in  our  actions — even  as  ihe 
ruance  of  the  dny  is  dark  to  a  hlind  man,  hut  f^vcn 
IK.  eiiK»j-6d  by  him  whose  eyep  rectivr  it.  To  him 
irho  >  but  a  no\  ict.  in  the  things  of  the  spirit,  much 
■» '.:ijo;ncd.  miirh  i^  proliihitrd;  and  he  is  fed  with 
mill  nt  for  bab*:*?, — for  him  are  ordinances,  pruhihi- ' 
Rons,  nnd  romninnds.  But  the  saint  is  above  these 
(Pdyiances  and  restraints.  To  him,  as  to  the  cho.sen 
cfciidof  »he  house,  is  civcn  the  pass-key  to  open  nil 
lOcks  which  uithhold  him  from  the  enjoyment  of  ins 
iicSTt's  dc-«.re.  Into  such  pleasant  paths  will  I  guide 
'^ce.  lovely  Phcrbe,  as  shall  unite  in  joy,  in  innocent 
freHom.  pleasures,  which,  to  the  unphvik-ged,  are 
nfjj  and  prohibititl." 

"I  really  wjsh.  Master  Tomkins,  you  would  let  me 
BDhome.  anid  Pha'bc,  not  comprehending  the  na- 
ux  of  his  doctrine,  but  disliking  at  once  his  words 
ltd  his  manner.  He  went  on,  however,  with  the  ac- 
cmed  and  blasphemous  doctnnes,  which,  in  com- 
moa  with  others  of  the  pn^tended  saint.i,  he  had 
adot'^ed.  after  having  lonij  shiftal  fmni  one  sect  to 
n  'rhicr.  until  he  stttlcrl  in  the  vile  bt.lief,  that  sin, 
bmir  of  a  oharacter  exclusively  spiritual,  only  existed 
Ji  the  thouzhts,  nnd  that  the  worst  actions  wcr>;  per- 
mitted to  those  who  had  attained  to  the  pitch  of  be- 
i:^r:u  th^msrlv'^s  nl>ove  ordinance.  Thus,  my 
Pl«be."  he  continued,  endeavouring  to  draw  her  to- 
•lais  him.  "  I  can  oHer  thee  more  than  ever  was 
Mi  ou:  to  woman  since  Adam  first  took  his  bride  by 
fkfhtnd.  It  shnll  hv  for  others  to  stand  dr>'-lippen, 
daaa  per.anrr  like  papists,  by  abstinence,  when  the 
•wwl  of  pli  asiire  pours  furth  its  delights.  Dost  thou 
lore  money? — I  have  it,  nnd  can  procure  more — am 
I!  liberty  lo  procure  it  on  every  hand,  and  by  every 
■nns— (ho  earth  is  mine  and  its  fuhiess.  Do  yoii 
6mre  power? — vvhich  of  these  poor  cheated  com- 
BJHoner-ft Hows'  f-statesdost  thou  covet,  I  will  work 
it  out  for  thee;  for  I  deal  with  n  mightier  spirit  than 
my  of  them.  And  it  is  nnt  wirhoiit  warrant  that  I 
kiT?  aidH  the  maligunnt  Rorhrrlitii',  nnd  the  clown 
JotdE;,  I'j  frif^htcn  and  baflU-  them  in  the  gui.^'e  they 
did.  Ask  what  thou  \%  ilt.  Pho-be.  I  can  give,  or  I  can 
procure  it  for  the*-— Tbrn  entfr  wiih  me  into  a  life  of 
dd^ht  in  this  world.  \«iiich  shall  prove  but  an  anti- 
c^aiion  of  the  joys  of  I'aradi*^  hereafltr!" 

.4(tiin  the  fanatical  voluptuary  endravoiired  to  pull 
tht  ptrtr  eirl  towards  him,  while  sin*,  alarmed,  but 
pot  acarc-d  out  of  her  pri*srrice  of  mind,  enderivourefl, 
w  fair  entreaty,  to  prevail  on  him  to  release  her.  Rut 
Ml  ttatiires  in  themsdv* s  not  marked,  had  aiquired 
ifrjEhifui  expression,  and  he  exclaimed,  *'  \o,  Phce- 
t*— do  not  think  to  e!H.'apc— thou  art  given  to  me  as 
ars-ptiv^— thou  hast  n<-j\fcti^\  thehourof  gracf,  and 
it  ha?  giide^l  pn^i — Scr.  the  water  trickles  ovrr  ihv 
Kic;i*T.  which  wns  to  be  a  .••ign  Ix'tween  ufd—Tlu  re- 
ore  I  wJl  urce  thee  no  more  with  wonls.  of  wliirh 
•Jiou  art  not  worthy,  but  treat  thee  us  a  recusant  of 
fl&ffd  grac*?.*' 

'*Ma>ic:r  Tomkins,"  said  Pho-bc,  in  an  imploring  j 
teopj  "consider,   fiir  Owl's  sak«',  I  am  a  i.itiierloss 
'ii.la-^o  njp  no  iniiiry.  it  would  be  a  shame  to  your  ' 
•lT*n8ih  nnd  yoiT  mnnhood— I  cannot  understand 
jauranewords— I  will  think un  them  till  to-morrow."  • 
TVen.  in  ririnir  resi  ntmcnt,  she  addi  d  more  vehs- 
a«-nrl>— "I  wtll  not  be  us'il  rudely— stand  ofli  or  I 
»:M  do  you  a  niischi^^-f "    But,  as  he  pres.«cd  uiK>n  her 
»»ri  a  violence,  of  which  the  object  could  not  be  ims- 
tlke:'.  %ii«i  *-ndeavoiired  to  secure  her  risht  hand,  she 
twhimMj.  ••  T.iko  it  then,  with  a  wnnion  to  vou !"—  , 


I  ird  Mruck  hint  an  almrnit  stunning  blowon  the  face,  ' 
'  I  **h  the  p(.bbie  which  she  held  ready  for  such  an 
«tT6fnit>-. 
Th»  fcnaiic  let  her  ffo*  and  staggered  backward,  i 


half  srupifi'^d  ;  while  Phrrlie  instantly  betook  herself 
to  tli?hi,  screaming  for  help  as  she  ran.  but  still  grasp- 
ing the  vici<iriou«<  ntbble.  Irritatod  to  frenzy  uy  the 
s»vf-re  blow  whicli  ne  had  rrci'iyi'd,  Tomkins nursuetl, 
with  every  black  passion  in  his  ^miI  and  in  Iiis  fact^ 
mingled  wiih  foar  h  st  his  villatiy  should  Ik*  discover- 
ed. He  cnllnl  on  Plurb*  luiidly  to  stof-,  and  had  the 
brutality  to  menace  her  with  om  nf  his  pistols  if  she 
continue*!  to  flv.  Vet  she  slack*  d  not  her  pace  for 
lii.s  ihrrats,  and  he  must  either  lia\e  ex«  euted  them, 
or  seen  h«-r  OM-ripe  to  cTirrv  thr  tnl'  to  thi-  Lodge,  had 
she  not  unhappdy  stumbfi'd  ovi  r  tin.'  prnji  rtiiig  root 
of  a  fir  tr«p.  Hut  as  he  rushi-d  uiM»n  h  s  rn-y,  rescue 
int(rpos<«l  in  th«*  ptrsoii  ot  Joc»l!n»  Jolitll-.  with  his 
fjuarti  rstatl'  on  his  shoulder.  "How  now?  what 
means  this?"  he  said,  stepping  between  Phn?bc  and 
lier  pursuer.  Tomkins.  alnady  roused  ii>  fury,  made 
110  other  answer  than  l-y  (liseliargiiig  ni  Jocline  the 
pistol  wfiich  he  hi.ld  in  his  hand.  The  ball  arazed 
the  undur-keepi-r's  face,  who,  lu  requital  of  the  as- 
sault, and  sayin:i  "  Aha  !  Let  ash  answer  iron,"  ap- 
plii'd  his  quart*  rstair  with  so  much  fon-et*)  the  Indc- 
iM-ndent's  head,  that  lii:hlin:;on  ih.;  left  temple,  the 
blow  proved  almost  instantly  mortal. 

.■V  few  eonviilMve  siru'jL'lt-s  wt-re  arcompanicd  with 
these  broken  words.— "'Joe<*liru— I  am  gone — but  I 
forgive  thee — D*)cior  liochecliin — 1  wi<j!i  I  had  mind- 
ed in*jre— Oh  !— thechrgyman-  the  funeral  service"— 
.As  he  uttered  th*'se  wonls,  indicative  it  may  be,  of  his 
return  to  a  creed,  which  perhaps  he  had  never  ab- 
juretl  .«'o  thoroushly  as  he  had  prrsuadcd  himself,  bis 
voice  was  lost  in  a  uroan.  wliieh.  rattling  in  the  throat, 
seemed  unable  to  lind  it"  way  to  the  air.  Thf  se  were 
the  last  symptoms  of  lite:  ill*;  eleiiclud  hands  pre- 
sently relaxed— the  closed  eyes  opened,  and  stared  on 
the  In avens  a  lifehss  jelly-  th*?  Iiiiibs extended  them- 
si'lvcs  ami  stifli-netl.  The  body,  which  was  lately  ani 
mated  with  111'.',  wns  now  a  lump  of  senseless  clay— 
the  soul,  dismiss*'*!  from  its  earthly  tenement  in  a 
moment  so  unhallowc*!,  was  gone  before  the  jiidg 
ment-seat. 

"Oh,  what  have  \ou  done?  what  have  vou  done, 
Joci'line!"  exclaimed  Pha'be;  "you  have  killed  the 
man  !" 

"Better  than  he  should  have  killed  me, '  answered 
Jocelinc;  "  for  h*i  was  none  of  the  blinkers  that  miss 
their  mark  twice  running.— And  yet  I  am  sorry  for 
him— Many  a  im-rry  bout  have  we  had  together  when 
he  was  wild  Philip  Hazeldinc,  and  then  lie  was  bad 
rnoujjh ;  but  since  he  danb(d  over  his  vices  with 
hypocrisy,  he  seems  to  have  proved  worse  devil  than 
ever." 

"Oh,  Jocelinc,  c*ime  away,"  said  poor  Phoebe, 
"and  do  not  stand  cazing  on  him  thus;"  for  the 
woodman.  resMiie:  on  nis  fatal  weapon,  stood  looking 
down  on  the  cori  se  with  the  appearance  of  a  maii 
half  stunn«d  at  the  f  vent. 

"This  romcs  of  the  ale-pitcher,"  she  continued  in 
the  triif  stvle  of  f«  male  consolation,  "  as  I  have  often 
hild  you— K«>r  Hfa\  en's  sake.  com*»  to  the  Lodge,  and 
let  us  consult  what  is  to  be  done." 

"  Stay  first,  u'irl,  and  h't  me  drag  him  out  of  the 
path;  we  must  not  have  him  he  here  in  all  men's 
sight— Will  you  not  help  me,  wench  ?" 

"I  cannot.  .locelin*? — I  would  not  touch  a  lock  on 
him  for  all  W*K)d?tock." 

"1  must  to  this  gear  mys«  If.  then,"  said  Jocelinc, 
who.  a  s*)hli*  r  as  w.-ll  as  a  woodsman,  still  had  great 
nlueianre  ro  the  n*^cessarv  task.  Somefhinc  in  the 
face  and  broki  n  words  of  the  dying  man  hairmnde  a 
(lern  uii«i  urrifi''  impnssion  on  nerves  not  tasdy 
f  haken.  He  ac*'<)rnpli'ih*^l  it.  how«'V«  r,so  far  a*  fo*lrag 
the  lale  st«;wnrd  *»ut  of  ihe  *)p'  n  r«'ith.  and  bt'srf)\v  his 
boily  amongst  the  iimieriiiowili  of  bramMes  and 
briers,  so  as  not  to  hi*  visible  iinl*  s«  iiarticulai  ly  looked 
after.  He  ihen  reinrn*-*!  to  Ph*i-b«\  who  ha*l  snt 
speechless  all  the  while  beneath  the  tree  over  whose 
roots  she  had  stumbled. 

"Come  awav,  wt  neh,"  he  sai.l,  "«-ome  away  to  the 
liOdire.  and  let  us  siiidv  how  ihis  is  lo  Ix-  answered 
for— the  mishap  *»f  bis  lieim;  kdh.fl  will  strangrlv  in- 
crease our  dang*T.  What  hnr!  hf  sought  <if  thee, 
wench,  when  you  ran  from  him  lik*- a  madwoman?— 
But  I  can  guess— Phil  was  always  a  devd  among  the 
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girls,  and  I  think,  aa  Doctor  Rochecliffe  sayt,  that, 
ance  be  turned  aaint,  be  took  to  bimaelf  seven  devils 
worse  than  bimself.— Here  is  tbe  very  place  wbere  I 
■aw  him,  with  his  sword  in  his  hand  raised  against 
tbe  old  knight,  and  he  a  child  of  the  parish— it  was 
high  treascMi  at  least— but  bjr  my  faith,  be  hath  paid 
for  it  a [  last."  ^     .      ... 

"  But,  oh,  Joccline,"  said  PhcEbe,  "bow  could  you 
take  so  wicked  a  man  into  your  counsels,  and  join 
him  in  all  bis  plots  about  scaring  tbe  roundhead  gen- 
tlemen T*  ...... 

"Why  look  thee,  wench.  I  thought  I  knew  him  at 
the  first  meeting,  especially  when  Bevia,  who  was 
bred  here  when  he  was  a  dog-leader,  would,  not  fly  at 
him ;  and  when  we  made  up  our  old  acquaintance  at 
the  Lodge,  I  found  he  kept  up  a  dose  correspondence 
with  Dr.  Rochecliffe,  who  was  persuaded  that  he  was 
a  good  King's  man,  and  held  consequently  good  in- 
telligence with  him.— The  Doctor  boasts  to  have 
learned  much  through  his  means;  I  wish  to.  Hea- 
ven he  may  not  have  been  aa  communicative  in 
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turn. 

"  Oh,  Joceline,"  said  the  waiting  woman,  "  you 
should  never  have  let  him  within  the  gate  of  the 
Lodffe !" 

"No  more  I  would,  if  I  bad  known  bow  to  keep 
him  oat;  but  when  he  went  so  frankly  into  our 
Bcheroe,  and  told  me  bow  I  was  to  dress  nwself  like 
Robison  the  player,  whose  ghost  haunted  Harrison— 
I  wish  no  ghost  may  haunt  me!— when  he  taught  me 
how  to  bear  mvself  to  terrify  bis  lawful  master,  what 
could  I  think,  wench  7  I  only  trust  the  Doctor  has 
kept  the  great  secret  of  all  from  his  knowledge.— But 
here  we  are  at  the  I^fOdge.  Go  to  thy  chamber,  wench, 
and  compose  thyself.  I  must  seek  out  Doctor  Roche- 
clifTe ;  he  is  ever  talking  of  his  quick  and  ready  inven- 
tion. Here  come  times,  I  think,  that  will  demand  it 
all.'* 

Phoebe  went  to  her  chamber  accordingly;  but  tbe 
strength  arising  from  tbe  pressure  of  danger  givins 
way  when  the  danger  was  removed,  she  quickly  fell 
into  a  succession  of  hysterical  fit9^  which  required 
the  constant  attention  of  Dame  Jelhcot,  and  the  less 
alarmed,  but  more  judicious  care  of  Mrs.  Alice,  before 
theveven  abated  in  their  rapid  recurrence. 

The  under-kceper  carried  bis  news  to  tbe  politic 
Doctor,  who  was  extremely  disconcerted,  alarmed, 
nay  Angry  tvith  Joceline.  for  having  slain  a  person  on 
whose  communications  ne  had  accustomed  himself  to 
jely.  Yet  his  looks  declared  his  suspicion,  whether 
bis  confidence  had  not  been  too  rashly  conferred— a 
suspicion  which  pressed  him  tbe  more  anxiously,  that 
be  was  unwilling  to  avow  it,  as  a  derogation  from  his 
character  for  shrewdness  on  which  he  valued  him- 
self. 

Doctor  Rocheclifie's  reliance,  however,  on  the 
fidelity  of  Tomkina.  had  apparently  good  grounds. 
Before  the  Civil  Wars,  as  may  be  partly  collected 
from  what  has  bden  already  hinted  at,  Tomkins,  un- 
der bis  true  name  of  Hazeldine,  had  oecn  under  the 
protection  of  the  Rector  of  Woodstock,  occasionally 
acted  as  his  clerk,  was  a  distinguished  member  of  his 
choir,  and,  being  a  handv  and  ingenious  fellow,  was 
employed  in  assisting  the  antiquarian  re!«earcnes  of 
Dr.  RocheclifTe  through  the  interior  of  Woodstock. 
When  he  engnsed  in  the  opposite  side  in  the  Civil 
Wars,  he  still  kept  up  his  intelligence  with  the  divine, 
to  whom  ho  had  afforded  what  seemed  valuable  in- 
formation from  time  to  time.  His  assistance  had  lat- 
tarlybecn  eminentiv  useful  in  aiding  the  Doctor,  with 
the  assistance  of  Joccline  and  Phcebe.  in  contriving 
and  executing  the  various  devices  by  which  the  Par- 
liamentary Commissioners  had  been  expelled  from 
Woodstock,  indeed,  his  services  in  this  respect  had 
been  thought  worthy  of  no  less  a  reward  than  a  pre- 
sent of  what  plate  remained  at  the  Lodge,  which 
had  been  promised  to  the  Independent  accordingly. 
Tbe  Doctor,  therefore,  while  admitting  he  might 
be  a  bad  man,  regnrtted  him  as  a  useful  one, 
whose  death,  if  inquired  aAer,  was  likely  to  bring 
adoitional  danger  on  a  house  which  dans;er  already 
surrounded,  and  which  contained  a  pledge  so  pre- 
cious. 
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Tluit  thrmt  had  been  my  enciiif  indeed. 

But  that  ny  coat  u  beu«r  Umu  ihaa  knov'nL 


On  the  dark  October  night  succeeding  the  evening 
on  which  Tomkins  was  slain.  Colonel  Everard,  be- 
sides his  constant  attendant  Ro^  Wildrake,  had 
Master  Nebemiah  Holdenough  with  bim  as  a  guest 
at  supper.  The  devotions  of  the  evening  baying 
been  performed  according  to  the  Presbyterian  fashion, 
a  light  entertainment,  and  a  double  quart  of  burnt 
claret,  were  placed  before  his  friends  at  nine  o*cIock« 
an  hour  unusually  late.  Master  Holdenough  soon 
engaged  himself  in  a  polemical  discourse  against 
Sectaries  and  Independenta,  without  being  awara 
that  his  eloquence  was  not  very  interesting  to  hia 
principal  hearer,  whose  ideas  m  the  mean  whila 
wandered  to  Woodstock  and  all  which  it  contained 
—the  Prince,  who  lay  concealed  there— his  uncle — 
above  all,  Alice  Lee.  As  for  Wildrake,  after  bestow- 
ing a  mental  curse  both  on  Sectaries  and  Presbyt^ 
rians,  as  being,  in  his  opinion,  never  a  barrel  tbe 
better  herring,  be  stretched  out  his  Umba,  and  would 
probably  have  composed  himself  to  rest,  but  that 
ne  as  well  as  his  patron  bad  thoughts  which  mar- 
dered  sleep.  . 

The  party  were  waited  upon  by  a  little  0P*f- 
looking  bov,  in  an  orange-tawny  doublet,  much  m- 
cayed,  and  garnished  with  blue  worsted  lace.  The 
ro^e  lookeosomewhat  stinted  in  size,  but  active  both 
in  intelligence  and  in  limb,  as  his  black  eyes  seemed 
to  promise  by  their  vivacity.  He  was  an  attendant 
of  Wildrake*8  choice,  who  had  conferred  on  hira 
the  nom  de  guerre  of  Spitfire,  and  bad  promised  him 
promotion  so  soon  as  his  young  protege,  BreakfiuiL 
was  fit  to  succeed  him  in  his  present  office.  It  need 
scarce  be  said,  that  the  menage  was  maintained 
entirely  at  the  expense  of  Colonel  Everard.  who 
allowed  Wildrake  to,  arrange  tbe  household  voy 
much  according  to  his  pleasure.  The  page  did  not 
omit,  in  offering  the  company  wine  from  time  to  timsi 
to  accommodate  Wildrake  with  about  twice  the  num- 
ber of  opportunities  of  refreshing  himself  which  hs 
considered  :!  necessary  to  afford  to  the  Colonel  or  hia 
reverend  guest. 

While  they  were  thus  engaged,  the  good  diviM 
lost  in  his  own  argument,  and  the  hearers  in  their 
private  thoughts,  tneir  attention  was  about  half  paai 
ten  arrested  by  a  knocking  at  the  door  of  tbe  bouss. 
To  those  who  have  anxious  hearts,  trifles  give  canas 
of  alarm. 

Even  a  thing  so  simple  as  a  knock  at  the  door,  may 
have  a  character  which  excites  apprehension.  This 
was  no  quiet  gentle  tap,  intimating  a  modest  intruder: 
no  redoubled  rattle,  as  the  pompous  annunciation  of 
some  vain  person ;  neither  did  it  resemble  the  formal 
summons  to  formal  business,  nor  the  cheerful  visit  of 
some  welcome  friend.  It  was  a  single  blow,  solemn 
and  stem,  if  not  actually  menacing  in  tbe  sound. 
The  door  was  opened  by  some  of  tbe  persons  of  the 
house ;  a  heavy  foot  ascended  the  stair— a  stout  rosn 
entered  tbe  room,  and  drawing  the  cloak  from  his 
face,  said,  "Markham  Everard,  I  greet  thee  in  ChMfi 
name." 

It  was  General  Cromwell. 

Everard,  surprised  and  taken  at  unawares,  endea- 
voured in  vain  to  find  words  to  exT)ress  bis  astonish- 
ment. A  bustle  occurred  in  receiving  the  General, 
assisting  him  to  uncloak  himself,  and  onering  in  dumb 
show  the  civilities  of  reception.  The  General  cast  his 
keen  eye  around  the  apartment,  and  fixing  it  first  on 
the  divine,  addressed  Everard  as  follows: 

"A  reverend  man  I  see  is  with  thee.  Thou  ait 
not  one  of  those,  good  Markham,  who  let  the  time 
unnoted  and  unimproved  pass  away.— Casting  asids 
the  things  of  this  world— pressing  forward  to  those 
of  the  next— it  is  by  thus  using  our  time  in  this 
poor  seat  of  terrestrial  sin  and  care,  that  we  mar, 

as  it  were But  how  is  this?**— he  continued  soo- 

denly  changing  his  tone,  and  speaking  briefly,  ahsip- 
ly,  and  anxiously — "One  bath  left  the  room  since  I 
entered  7" 

WMdrake  had,  indeed,  been  absent  for  a  minute  or 
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tva,  hot  hud  row  returned,  and  stepped  forward  from 
I  bay  window,  ae  if  he  had  been  out  of  sight  only, 
do;  «Hit  of  the  apartment.  "  Not  so,  sir,  I  stood  but 
in  (he  back{rround  out  of  respect.  Noble  General,  I 
hope  all  is  well  with  the  Estate,  that  your  Excellency 
mrkes  us  so  late  a  visit  ?— Would  not  your  Excellency 
cboofe  »nie" 

*'.\hr  said  Oliver,  looking  sternly  nnd  fixedly  at 
him— *' Our  trusty  G»)bet  ween— our  fathful  confidant : 
\o.  «jr ;  at  present,  I  desiro  nothing  more  than  a  kind 
rr:reption.  which,  niethinks,  my  friend  Markham  Ev- 
enrd  is  in  no  hurry  to  give  me." 

''Vwi  bring  vour  own  welcome,  my  lord,"  paid 
Ererard,  compelling  himself  to  8peak.  "I  can  only 
Liist  it  was  no  bad  news  that  made  vour  Excellency 
tlate  travelKr,  and  ask,  like  my  follower,  what  re- 
6e5h:nent  I  shallcommand  for  your  accommodation." 

"The  state  is  sound  and  healthy.  Colonel  Eve- 
rard,'^  said  the  General :  ''and  yel  the  less  bo,  that 
maoyof  its  members,  who  have  been  hitherto  work- 
en  together,  and  propoundcrs  of  good  counsel,  and 
advancers  of  the  public  weal,  have  now  waxed  cold  in 
Lheir  love  and  in  their  affection  for  the  Good  Cause, 
for  which  we  should  be  ready,  in  our  various  degrees, 
to  act  and  do,  so  soon  as  we  are  called  to  act  that 
vhertunto  wc  are  appointed,  neither  rashly,  nor 
ever-slothful  I  y,  neither  lukewarmly  nor  ovcr-violently, 
bet  with  such  a  frame  and  disposition,  in  which  zeal 
isd  charity  may,  as  it  were,  meet  and  ki^scach  other 
in  our  streets.  Howbeit,  because  we  look  back  after 
ve  have  put  our  hand  to  the  plough,  therefore  is  our 
force  waxed  dim." 

"Pardon  me,  sir,"  said  Nehcmiah  Holdcnough, 
vto,  listening  with  some  impatience,  began  to  guess 
in  whose  company  he  stood—"  Pardon  me,  for  unto 
ihii  I  ha\'e  a  warrant  to  speak." 

-  Ah  I  ah  I"  said  Cromwell.  "  Surely,  most  worthy 
iLT.  we  grieve  the  Spirit  when  we  restram  those  pour- 

iJ5  forth,  which  like  water  from  a  rock" 


*'\aj,  therein  I  differ  from  you,  sir,"  said  Hold- 
nnogh  ;  ''  for  as  there  is  the  mouth  to  transmit  the 
fijod,  end  (he  profit  to  diciest  what  Heaven  hath  sent; 
K  i«  the  preacher  ordained  to  teach,  and  the  peo- 
pli  to  hear.— the  sficpherd  to  gather  the  flock  into 
*jie  «heepfoId,  the  sheep  to  profit  by  the  care  of  the 
an*ph«TQ." 

"  All !  my  worthy  sir,"  said  Cromwell,  with  much 
EflctMn— ''  methinks  you  verge  upon  the  great  mis- 
tike.  wh:ch  supposes  that  churches  arc  tall  large 
boLses  built  by  masons,  and  hearers  arc  men— wealtiiy 
aen,  who  nay  tithes,  the  larger,  as  well  as  the  less; 
and  that  tne  priests,  men  m  black  gowns  or  gray 
cbakft.  who  receive  the  same,  are  in  guerdon  the  only 
difTibutont  of  Christian  blessings— Whereas,  in  my 
apprehension,  tht-re  is  more  of  Christian  liberty  in 
iav;ng  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  hungry  soul  to  seek 
)ub  (ijificBtion  where  it  can  be  found,  whether  from 
ifce  mouth  of  a  lay  teacher,  who  claimcth  his  warrant 
^m  Heaven  alone,  or  at  the  dispensation  of  those 
tso  take  ordination  and  degn^es  from  synods  and 
C£.\er5:ti£«i.  at  best  but  associations  of  poor  sinful 
trtflfurcs  Ijkc  themselves." 

~  Vou  f  peak  you  know  not  what,  sir,"  replied  Hold- 
flK»';frb.  iinpaticnti)'.  "Can  light  come  out  of  dark- 
tc3".  "^nfc  out  of^ ignorance,  or  knowledge  of  the 
t-jif^riea  of  religion  from  surh  ignorant  inedicincrs 
unvc  p.>oisons  mstead  of  wholesome  medicaments, 
irrj  cnnj  with  filth  the  stomachs  of  such  as  seek  to 
thffn  for  fof»d  ■?*' 

Tnia,  which  the  Presbyterian  divine  uttered  rather 
varmly,  the  General  answered  with  the  utmost  mild- 

'Lack-a-dny,  Inck-n-day!  a  learned  man,  but  in- 
lEmimU",  over- zeal  hath  eaten  hini  up.— A  woll-a- 
daj,  iir,  yon  may  talk  of  your  regidar  gospel-meals, 
iiut  a  word  spok'.-n  in  seasrjii  by  one  wnuse  heart  is 
»iih  your  lienrf,  just  p<.  rhaps  when  you  are  riding  on 
toeacounter  an  i  nemy  orareab4>ut  to  mount  a  breach, 
a  to  the  poor  s-;.irit  like  n  rasher  on  the  coals,  which 
the  huri:;ry  Fii-ill  find  preferable  to  a  great  banquet,  at 
fljcii  v.meH  when  ih^*  full  soul  Inaihetli  the  honL-yconib. 
?fevtr:lielf.«.=.  nlthouj;h  I  speak  thu?  in  my  ixwr  judg- 
BKo:,  I  would  not  put  force  on  the  conscicnre  of  any 
ZQiD,  [KaviuiS  ^^  '^-^  learned  to  follow  the  learned,  and 


the  wise  to  be  instnicted  by  the  wise^  while  i}oor  aim- 
pIa  wretched  souls  are  not  to  bo  denied  a  drink  from 
the  stream  which  nmneth  by  tlie  way.— Ay,  veriltr,  it 
will  be  a  comely  sight  in  England  when  men  shaU^ 
on  as  in  a  better  world,  bearing  with  each  other's  in- 
firmities, joining  in  racn  other's  comforts.— Ay,  truly, 
the  rich  drink  out  of  silver  flagons,  and  goblets  of  sil- 
ver, the  poor  out  of  paltry  bowls  of  wood— and  even 
so  let  it  bo.  since  they  both  drink  the  same  element." 

Here  an  oflicer  opened  the  door  and  looked  in,  to 
whom  Cromwell,  exchanging  the  canting  drawl,  in 
which  it  seemed  he  might  have  gone  on  interminably, 
fur  t  he  short  brief  tone  of  action,  called  out,  "  Pearson, 
is  ho  come?" 

•'  No,  sir,"  replied  Pearson ;  "  we  have  inquired  for 
hhn  at  the  place  you  noted,  and  also  at  other  haunts 
of  his  about  the  town." 

"The  knave!"  said  Cromwell,  with  bitter  emphasis  | 
"can  ho  have  proved  false?— No,  no,  his  interest  is 
too  deeply  engaged.  We  shall  find  him  by  and  by.— 
Hark  thee  hither." 

While  this  conversation  was  going  forward,  the 
reader  must  imagine  the  alarm  or  Everard.  He  was 
certain  that  the  personal  attendance  of  Cromwell 
must  be  on  some  most  important  account,  and  he 
could  not  but  strongly  suspect  that  the  General  had 
some  information  respecting  Charks's  lurking  place. 
If  taken,  a  renewal  ot  the  tragedy  of  the  30tn  of  Ja- 
nuary was  instantly  to  be  apprehended,  and  the  niin 
of  the  whole  family  of  Lee,  with  himself  probably  in- 
cluded, must  be  the  necessary  consequence. 

He  looked  eagerly  for  consolation  at  Wildrake^ 
whose  countenance  expressed  much  alarm,  which  he 
endeavoured  to  bear  out  with  his  usual  look  of  confi- 
dence. But  the  weight  within  was  too  great!  he 
shuffled  with  his  feet,  rolled  his  eyes,  and  twisted  his 
hands,  like  an  unassured  witness  before  an  acute  and 
not  to  be  deceived  judge. 

Oliver,  nif^an  whilo,  left  his  company  not  n  minute's 
leisure  to  take  counsel  together.  Even  while  his  per- 
plexed (loriuence  flowed  on  in  a  stream  so  mazy  that 
no  one  could  discover  which  wav  its  course  was  tend- 
ing his  sharp  watchful  eye  rendered  all  attempts  of 
Evcrnrd  to  hold  communication  with  Wildrake,  even 
by  signs,  altDgcllu.r  vain.  Everard,  indeed,  looked 
for  an  instant  at  the  window,  then  glanc(*d  at  Wild- 
rakr,  as  if  to  hint  tiiore  might  be  a  possibility  to  escape 
that  wav.  But  the  cavalier  had  replied  with  a  discon- 
solate shake  of  the  head,  so  slight  as  to  be  almost  im 
perceptible.  Everard,  therefore,  lost  all  hopjS,  and  the 
melancholy  feeling  of  approaching  and  inevitable  evil- 
was  only  varied  by  anxiety  concerning  the  shape  and 
manner  in  which  it  was  about  to  make  its  approach. 

But  Wildrake  had  a  spark  of  hope  left.  The  very 
instnnt  Cromwell  entered  he  had  got  out  of  the  room. 
and  down  to  the  door  of  th(f  house.  "  Back— back  1" 
reiH>atcd  by  two  armed  sentinels,  convinced  him  that, 
as  his  fears  had  anticipated,  the  General  had  come 
neither  unattended  nor  unprepared.  He  turned  on 
his  heel,  ran  up  stairs,  and  meeiing  on  the  landing- 
nlacc  the  boy  whom  he  called  Spitfire,  hurried  him 
into  iho  small  anartment  which  he  occupied  as  hia 
own.  Wildrake  liad  been  shooting  that  morning,  and 
game  lay  on  the  table.  He  pulled  a  feather  from  a 
woodcock's  wing,  and  saying  hastily,  "For  thy  life, 
Spitfire,  mind  my  orders— I  will  put  thee  safe  out  at 
the  window  into  the  court— the  yard  wall  is  not  high 
—and  there  will  be  no  sentry  then*— Fly  to  the  Lodge, 
as  thou  wouldst  win  Heaven,  and  give  this  feather  to 
Mistress  Alice  Lee,  if  possible — if  not,  to  Jocelinc  Jo- 
lifle— say  I  have  won  the  wager  of  the  young  lady. 
Dost  mark  me,  boy?" 

The  sharp-witted  youth  clapjx'd  hie  hand^  in  his 
master's,  and  only  replied,  "Done,  and  done." 

Wildrake  0|>ened  the  window,  and,  though  the 
height  was  considerable,  he  contrived  to  let  the  boy 
down  safely  by  holding  his  clonk.  A  heap  of  straw 
on  which  Spilhre  lighted  rendend  the  descent  perfect- 
ly saf«?,  and  Wildrake  saw  him  scranible  over  the 
wall  of  the  court-yard,  at  the  angle  which  Iwre  on  a 
back  lane ;  and  .so  rapidly  was  this  accomplished,  that 
the  cavalier  had  just  re-entered  the  room,  when,  the 
endingCromweirs  arrival  subsiding,  his  own 
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absence  began  to  be  noticed. 
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Ha  remained  dmiiig  CiomwaU'a  leebire  on  the  va- 
nity of  creeds,  anzioift  in  mind  whether  he  might  not 
have  done  better  t  -  «nd  an  explicit  verbal  meaaage, 
aince  there  wae  no  dme  to  write.  But  the  chance  of 
the  boy  beins  stopped,  or  becoming  confused  with 
feeling  himaeiif  the  meaaenger  of  a  nurhed  and  im- 
portant communication,  made  him,  on  the  whole, 
glad  that  he  had  preferred  a  more  enigmatical  way  of 
conveying  the  intelligence.  He  had,  therefore^  the 
advantage  of  hia  patron,  for  he  was  conscious  still  of 
a  spark  of  hope. 

Pearaon  had  acarce  abut  the  door,  when  Hold- 
enough,  aa  ready  in  arms  against  the  niture  Dictator 
as  he  had  been  prompt  to  encounter  the  supposed 
phantoms  and  fiends  of  Woodstock,  resumed  lus  at- 
tack iU)on  the  schismatics,  whom  he  undertook  to 
prove  to  be  at  once  aoul-slayers,  false  brethren,  and 
uilse  messengers ;  and  was  proceeding  to  allege  texts 
in  behalf  of  nis  proposition,  when  Cromwell,  appa- 
rently tired  of  the  discussion,  and  desirous  to  introduce 
a  discourse  more  accordant  with  bis  real  feelings,  in- 
temipted  him,  though  very  civilly,  and  took  the  dia- 
oourse  into  his  own  hands. 

"  Lack-a-day,"  ho  aaid,  "  the  good  man  apeaks 
truth,  according  to  hia  knowledge  and  to  hia  lishts— 
ay,  bitter  truths,  and  hard  to  be  digested,  whue  we 
aee  aa  men  see,  and  not  with  the  eyea  of  angela.— 
Falae  meaaencera,  aaid  the  reverend  man  7— ay,  truly, 
the  world  is  lull  of  such— You  shall  see  them  who 
will  carry  your  aecret  message  to  the  houae  of  your 
mortal  foe,  and  will  say  to  him,  *  Lo !  my  master  is 
ffoing  forth  with  a  amall  train,  by  such  and  auch  de- 
aolate  places;  be  you  apeedv,  therefore,  that  you  mav 
ariae  and  alay  him.'  Ana  another,  who  knowetn 
where  the  foe  of  your  house,  and  enemy  of  your  per- 
son, liea  hidden,  shall,  instead  of  telling  his  maater 
thereof!  carry  tidings  to  the  enemv  even  where  he 
lurketh,  saying,  '  Lo !  my  maater  knoweth  of  your 
aecret  abode— up,  now,  and  fly,  lest  he  come  on  thee 
like  a  lion  on  nia  prey.'— But  shall  this  go  without 
punishment  7"  looking  at  Wildrake  with  a  withering 
glance.  "  Now,  as  my  soul  liveth,  and  aa  He  livetn 
who  hath  made  me  a  ruler  in  Israel,  such  falae  mes- 
sengers  shall  be  knitted  to  gibbets  on  the  way-side, 
and  thdr  right  hands  shall  be  nailed  above  their  heads, 
in  an  extended  position,  as  if  pointing  out  to  others 
the  road  from  which  they  themselves  nave  strayed !" 

"  Surely,"  said  Master  Holdenough,  "it  is  right  to 
cut  off  such  oflTenders." 

"Thank  ye,  Mass-John,"  muttered  Wildrake; 
"  when  did  tlie  Presbyterian  fail  to  lend  the  devil  a 
above r 

"But,  I  say,"  continued  Holdenough,  "that  the 
matter  is  estranged  from  our  present  purpose,  for  the 
false  brethren  of  whom  I  spoke  are" 

"  Right,  excellent  sir,  they  be  those  of  our  own 
house,"  answered  Cromwell;  "the  good  man  is  right 
once  more.— Ay.  of  whom  can  we  now  say  thai  he  is 
a  true  brother,  attliough  he  has  lain  in  the  same  womb 
with  ua?— Although  we  have  struggled  in  the  same 
cause,  eat  at  the  same  table,  fought  in  the  same  bat- 
tle^ worshipped  at  the  same  throne,  there  shall  be  no 
truth  in  him.— Ah,  Markham  Everard,  Markham 
Everard !" 

He  pausal  at  this  ejaculation ;  and  Everard,  desi- 
rous at  once  of  knowing  how  far  he  stood  committed, 
replied,  "Your  Excellency  seems  to  have  something 
in  your  mind  in  which  I  am  concerned.    May  I  re- 

fuest  you  will  speak  it  out,  that  I  may  know  what 
am  accused  of  T' 

"Ah,  Mark,  Mark!"  replied  the  General,  "there 
needeth  no  accuser  speak  when  the  still  small  voice 
Bpeaka  within  us.  la  there  not  moisture  on  thy  brow, 
Mark  Evecard  ?— Is  there  not  trouble  in  thine  eye?— 
Is  there  not  a  failure  in  thy  frame  7— And  who  ever  saw 
such  things  in  noble  and  stout  Markham  Everard, 
whoae  brow  was  only  moist  after  having  worn  the 
helmet  for  a  summer's  day— whose  hand  only  shook 
when  it  had  wielded  for  hours  the  weighty  falchion  7 
—But  go  to,  man  !  thou  doubtesi  over  much.  Hsst 
thou  not  been  to  me  as  a  brother,  and  shall  I  not  for- 

Elve  thee  even  the  seventy-seventh  time 7  The  knave 
ath  tarried  somewhere,  who  should  have  done  by 
this  time  an  office  of  much  import.    Take  advantage 


of  his  abaeoee,  Mnk ;  it  is  a  r  -  l*^t  ^3od  flfaa 
thee  beyond  expectance.  Idonou  j,  fall  at  my  net  t 
but  spcAk  to  me  aa  a  friend  to  hia  fi  1<  id." 

"I  have  never  aaid  any  thing  to  your  ExoelleDcy 
that  was  in  the  least  undeaerving  the  tide  yoa  have 
aaaiffned  to  me/'  aaid  Colonel  Everard,  proudly. 

"Nay,  nay,  Markham,"  answered  Cromwell;  "I 
say  not  you  have— But— but  you  ought  to  have  remem- 
bered the  message  I  aent  you  by  that  person"  (point- 
ing to  Wildrake) ;  "  and  you  muat  reconcile  it  with 
your  conacience,  bow,  having  such  a  measagi^ 
guarded  with  such  reasons,  you  could  think  vourself 
at  liberty  to  expel  my  frienda  from  Woodstock,  being 
determined  to  disappoint  my  object,  whilst  you  avsiled 
yourself  of  the  boon,  on  condition  of  which  my  war- 
rant waa  iaaued." 

Everard  waa  about  to  reply,  when,  to  his  astonish- 
ment. Wildrake  stepped  forward;  and  with  a  voice 
and  look  very  difierent  from  hia  ordinary  manim; 
and  approaching  a  good  deal  to  real  dignity  of  mind, 
said,  boldly  and  calmly,  "Yon  are  mistaken.  Mast* 
Cromwell;  and  addreaa  youraelf  to  the  wrong  party 
here." 

The  apeech  was  so  sodden  and  intrepid,  that  Crpoh 
well  stepped  a  pace  back,  and  motioned  with  his  risht 
hand  towarda  nia  weapon,  aa  if  he  had  expected  thai 
an  address  of  a  nature  so  unusuallybold  waa  to  bs 
followed  by  aome  act  of  violence.  He  inatantly  n- 
sumed  hia  indifferent  poature;  and,  irritated  ata  sofls 
which  he  obaerved  on  Wildrake'a  countenance,  ha 
aaid,  with  the  dignity  of  one  long  accuatomed  to  see 
all  tremble  before  him,  "This  to  me,  follow  1  Know 
you  to  whom  you  speak  7" 

"  Fellow  I"  echoed  Wildrake,  whoae  recklcaa  ha- 
mour  waa  now  completely  set  afloat—"  No  follow  of 
yours,  Master  Oliver.  I  have  known  the  day  whan 
Roger  WiMrtike  of  Squattleeea-mera,  Lincoln,  • 
handsome  young  gallant,  with  a  good  eatate,  wooid 
have  been  thought  no  fellow  of  the  bankrupt  brswar 
of  Huntingdon/'  .   .     ., 

"  Be  silent !"  said  Everard ;  "  be  ailent,  Wildraks^  if 

you  love  your  life !"  .,«rij   v 

"  I  care  not  a  maravedi  for  my  life,"  aaid  Wildrake. 
—"Zounds,  if  he  dislikes  what  I  aay,  let  him  take  to 
his  tools !  I  know,  after  all,  he  hath  good  blood  in  his 
veins;  and  I  will  indulge  him  with  a  turn  in  tbeoooit 
yonder,  had  he  been  ten  times  a  brewer."  . . 

"Such  ribaldry,  friend,"  said  OUver,  "I  treat  plh 
the  contempt  it  deserves.  But  if  thou  hast  any  thmg 
to  say  touching  the  matter  in  question,  speak  oot  like 
a  man,  though  thou  look'st  more  like  a  beast 

"  All  I  have  to  aay  ia,"  replied  WUdrake,  "  that 
whereas  you  blame  Everard  for  acting  on  your  wtf* 
rant,  aa  you  call  it,  I  can  tell  you,  he  knew  not  a  word 
of  the  rascally  conditions  you  talk  of.  I  took  care 
of  that ;  and  you  may  take  the  vengeance  on  me,  U 
you  list." 

"  Slave!  dare  you  tell  this  lo  meT'  ww.VW" 
well,  still  heodfully  restraining  his  paasion,  which  ae 
felt  was  about  to  diacharge  itself  upon  an  unwortoy 
obiect.  .- 

Ay,  you  will  make  every  Englishman  a  ■'■^?| 
yon  have  your  own  way,"  said  Wildrake.  not  a  wait 
abashed ;— for  the  awe  which  had  formerly  overcome 
him  when  alone  with  this  remarkable  man,  hod  van- 
ished, now  that  they  were  engaged  in  an  oltercsMn 
before  witnesses.-  But  do  your  worst,  "'"Js 
Oliver ;  I  tell  you  beforehand,  the  bird  has  escapea 

"  You  dare  not  say  so !— Escajjed  7— So,  ho !  ?eU' 
son  !  tell  the  soldiers  to  mount  instant ly.—Tnou^an 
a  lying  fool !— Escaped  7  Where,  or  from  whence- 

*^  Ay,  that  is  the  question,"  said  Wildrake;  W 
look  you,  sir— that  men  do  go  from  hence  is  certaia— 
but  how  they  go— or  to  what  quarter"- ly 

Cromwell  stood  attentive,  expecting  some  nsera" 
hint  from  the  careless  impetuosity  of  the  covaiier, 
upon  the  route  which  the  King  might  have  t«»^°-__ 

—"Or  to  what  quarter,  aa  I  said  before,  why  yoj 
Excellency,  Master  Oliver,  may  e'en  find  tnai  vu 
vourself."  j  u* 

As  he  uttered  the  last  words  he  un«***",i*^^JJ? 
rapier,  and  made  a  full  pass  at  the  Oeneral  s  ooaj. 
Had  his  sword  met  no  other  impediment  tnan 
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'^jVs   course  had  ended  on  tiie 
jkyC  such  attempts,  the  Grcneral 


vo.^  nn».:  hi*  iiiiJiLary  Hretw  a  shirt  of  the  finest 

jriii  maotoF  the  ilncs  of  the  best  steel,  and  so  li^ht 

nnd  flexible  iVfti  it  vras  little  or  no  encumbrnnce  to 

(he  motions  of  the  ^'earer.    Ii  proved  his  safety  on 

ihifi  occatkm.  for    the    ranier  sprung   in   shivers: 

vhj/e  the  o»!er,   now  ht'ld  bnck  by  Rverard  and 

Holdertouf^  hinfs   the  hilt  with   passion   on  the 

TTound.    cxcjsmin^,    "  Be  damned  the  hand  that 

iorged  thee !— To  ti^rvf*  me  so  long,  and  fail  me  when 

±y  true  ser«-tce  "vould   have  honoured  us  both  for 

evrr.'    But  no  ^ooH  could  come  of  thee,  since  thou 

vere  pointed.  e\-en\n  jest,  at  a  learned  divine  of  the 

Church  of  Enffland." 

In  the  fimt  instant  of  «ilann.  and  perhaps  sus- 

;tc:ins   Wild  rake  might    be   support  ea  by  others. 

Ciunwfil  half  drew  from  his  bosom  a  concealed 

7«'oI.  uhi  'U  he  hastily  returned,  observing  that  both 

Evernrd  and   the  c1crg>'man  were  withholding  the 

uvalicr  from  another  nttcmpt. 

P^anion  and  a  emldier  or  two  rushed  in—"  Secure 
•ia!  fellow/'  said  the  General,  in  the  indifferent  lone 
a'onero  whom  imnnnent  danger  was  too  familiar 
0  cause  irritation — "Bind  him— but  not  so  hard, 
PbrNn;"— for  the  men.  to  nhow  their  zeal,  were 
mw^ns  their  belt*,  which  thev  used  for  want  of 
oHk.  brutally  tight  round  Wi!drakc*s  limbs.  "He 
vnld  hav«>  ns8n«sinated  me,  but  I  would  reserve  him 
khis  fit  doom.'* 

".Vssaseinotpd  ! — I    scorn    your    words.    Master 
Otver,"    said  Wildrake;    "I   proffered   you  a  fair 

trllo." 

"  Siiall  we  shoot  him  in  the  street,  for  an  example?" 

•ill  Pearson   to  Cromwell;   while  Rverard  endea- 

Virrd  to  stop  Wildrake  from  giving  further  offence. 

*"0n  vour  life,  harm  him  not;  but  let  him  be  kept 

Jinfe  ward,  and  well  looked  aftrr,"  poid  Cromwell; 

•niie  the  prisoner  exrlaimed  to  Everard,  "  I  prithee 

1*1  me  alon*^ — 1  am  i:ow  neither  thy  follower,  nor  any 

miZLB,  and  I  nm  qh  willine  to  die  as  ever  I  was  to 

ak?  a  cup  of  liquor.— And  hark  ye,  speaking  of  that, 

Xutcr  Oliver,  vou  were  once  n  jolly  fellow,  prithee 

!«  one  of  thv  lohsterfl  here  advance  yonder  tankard 

to  a-.y  lipis  and  your  Excellency  shall  hear  a  toast,  a 

■ra.  and  a— s«"ret." 

Tnloose  his  head,  and  hand  the  debauched  beast 
tile  tankard,"  said  Oliver ;  "  while  yet  he  exists,  it 
were  i-hame  to  refuse  him  the  element  he  lives  in." 

"Bles-singa  on  your  heod  for  once!"  said  Wildrake, 
»3o««  object  in  continuing  this  wild  discourse  was,  if 
poMjb'.e.  to  gain  a  little  delay,  when  every  moment 
ii*  precious.  "Thou  hast  brewed  good  ale,  and 
tktts  warrant  for  a  blessing.  For  my  toast  and  my 
nsg.  here  they  gu  together — 

'  jioffi  of  a  witrh. 

MavRt  tlion  di^  in  aditcli. 

With  the  bufrliera  who  back  ttiy  quamrlii : 
And  rot  ahove  ground, 
Vhile  the  world  chnll  rewound 

A  welcome  to  RoyaJ  Ktnf  Charloi  I' 

Iw  r»ow  for  my  secret,  that  you  may  not  say  I  had 
ysci  liquor  for  nothing— I  fancy  my  song  wifl  scarce 
»«  current  for  much— My  secret  is.  Master  Crom- 
««n— that  the  bird  is  flown— and  your  red  nose  will 
beiji  white  as  your  winding-sheet  before  you  can 
terllMit  which  way." 

"Pshaw,  rawal,"  answered  Cromwell,  contcmptu- 
*:m,  "keep  your  scurril  jests  for  the  gibbet  fool." 
■'Ifhali  Iof»k  on  the  gibbet  more  boldly,"  replied 
Tli'trnke,  "  than  I  have  seen  you  look  on  the  Royal 
Msn^r's  picture." 
Th  «  rf  prrpHch  touched  Cromwell  to  the  ver>'  quick. 
-"Villain  .'"  he  exclaimed  j  "drag  him  hence,  draw 

'i'A  a  Dirty,  and But  hold,  not  now— to  prison 

fiTk  him— let  him  \*e  close  watched,  and  gnggrd,  if 
'*  attempt?  to  speak  to  the  sf-ntincis— Nay,  hold— I 
n^tn.  put  n  l»ottIe  of  brandy  into  his  cell,  and  he  will 
-13  him.si^lf  in  his  own  way,  I  warrant  you— When 
tJsycom''*,  that  rrn  n  can  s^c  the  example,  he  shall 
iceapse'J  after  my  fashion." 

During  th^  various  breaks  in  his  orders,  the  Gene- 
nl  was  evidently  getting  command  of  his  temper; 
Kd  thuogh  he  began  in  fur>',  he  ended  with  the  con- 


temptuous sneer  of  one  who  ovf  nooks  the  abusive 
language  of  an  inferior.  Something  remained  on  hie 
mind,  notwithstanding,  for  he  c«  inued  stationary, 
as  if  fixed  to  the  same  spot  in  the  eiartment,  his  eyes 
bent  on  the  ground,  and  with  closed  hnnd  pressed 
ntiainst  his  lips,  like  a  man  who  is  musing  deeply. 
Penrson,  who  was  about  to  speok  to  him,  drew  back, 
and  made  a  sign  to  those  in  tnc  room  to  be  silent. 

Master  Holdcnough  did  not  mark,  or,  at  leaslj^did 
not  obev  it.  Approaching  the  General,  he  said  in  a 
respectful  hut  firm  tone,  "  Did  I  understand  it  to  be 
your  Excellency's  purpose  that  this  poor  man  shall 
die  next  mominif  ? 

"Hall  I"  exclaimed  Cromwell,  starling  from  his 
reverie,  "what  say'st  thou?" 

"  I  took  leave  to  ask,  if  it  was  your  will  that  this 
unhappy  man  should  die  to-morrow?" 

"W  horn  saidst  thou?"  demanded  Cromwell:  "Mark- 
ham  Evcrord— shall  he  die,  saidst  thou?" 

"  God  forbid !"  replied  Holdcnough,  stepping  back 
—"I  asked  whothcr  this  blinded  creature,  Wildrake, 
was  to  be  so  suddenly  cut  ofl?" 

"  Ay,  marry  is  he,"  aaid  Cromwell,  "  were  the  whole 
General  Assembly  of  Divines  at  Westminster— the 
whole  Sanhedrim  of  Presbytery- to  offer  bail  tar 
him." 

"  If  you  will  not  think  better  of  it,  sir,"  said  Hold- 
enough,  "  at  least  give  not  the  poor  man  the  means 
of  destroying  his  senses— Let  me  go  to  him  as  a 
divine,  to  watch  with  him,  in  case  he  may  yel  be 
admittetl  into  the  vineyard  at  the  latest  hour— yet 
brought  into  the  sheepfold,  though  he  has  neglected 
the  call  of  die  pastor  till  time  is  well  nigh  closed 
upon  him." 

"For  God's  sake,"  said  Evernrd,  who  had  hitherto 
kept  silence,  because  he  knew  CromwolTB  temper  on 
such  occasions,  "  think  better  of  what  you  do ! 

"Is  it  for  thee  to  teach  me?"  replied  Cromwell | 
"  think  thou  of  thine  own  matters,  and  believe  me  it 
will  require  all  thy  wit.  And  for  jou,  reverend  sir,  I 
will  have  no  father-confessors  attend  my  prisoners — 
no  tales  out  of  school.  If  the  fellow  thirsts  after 
ghostly  comfort,  as  he  is  much  more  like  to  thirst 
aft«r  a  quartern  of  brandy,  there  is  Corporal  Hurn- 
gudg^on,  who  commands  the  coi-pa  dt  garde^  will 
preach  and  pray  as  well  as  the  best  of  ye.— But  this 
delnv  is  intolerable— Comes  not  this  fellow  yet!" 

"No,  sir,"  rrplietl  Pearson.    "Had  we  not  better 

9  down  to  the  Lodge  ?    The  news  of  our  coming 
lit  her  mav  else  get  there  before  us." 

"True,''  said  Cromwell,  spenkincc  aside  to  his  offi- 
f rr.  "  but  you  know  Tomkins  warned  us  against  do- 
ing so,  alleging  there  were  so  many  ^^otftcrn-doors. 
and  sallviK;)rts,  and  conctalrd  entrances,  in  the  old 
houRc,  that  it  was  like  a  rabbit-warren,  and  that  sn 
escape  might  bo  easily  made  under  our  very  noses, 
unlcf^s  ho  were  with  us,  to  point  out  all  the  ports 
which  should  be  guarded.  He  hinted,  too,  that  he 
might  be  delayed  a  few  minutes  after  his  timeof  ap- 
poinimcnt— but  we  have  now  waited  half-an-hour. 

"Does  your  Excellency  think  Tomkins  is  certainly 
to  be  dciwnded  upon  ?"  said  Pearson. 

"As  far  as  his  interest  goes,  unquestionably,"  re- 
plied the  General.  "  He  has  ever  been  the  pump  by 
which  I  have  sucked  the  marrow  out  of  many  a  plot, 
in  special  those  of  the  conceited  fool  Rochechffe.  who 
is  goose  enough  to  believe  that  sucli  a  fellow  as  Tom- 
kins would  value  any  thing  beyond  the  offer  of  the 
best  bidder.  And  yet  it  growpth  Inrc- 1  fear  we  must 
to  the  Lmlge  without  hiin— Vet  all  things  well  consi- 
dered, I  will  tarrj'  here  till  midnight. — Ah  I  Everard. 
thou  mightest  put  this  gear  to  ri^'hts  if  thou  wilt! 
Shall  some  foolish  principle  of  fantastic  punctilio 
have  more  weight  with  tnee,  man,  than  have  the 
pacification  and  welfare  of  England;  the  keeping  of 
fnitli  to  thy  friend  and  benefactor,  and  who  will  be 
yet  more  so,  and  the  fortune  and  stcmiiy  of  thy  rela- 
tions? Arc  these,  I  say.  lighter  in  the  balanre  than 
the  cause  of  a  worthless  bov,  who  with  his  father  and 
his  father's  house  have  troubled  I«*rapl  for  fifty  years  7" 

"  I  do  not  understand  your  ExrelUncy,  nor  at  what 
ser\'ire  you  point,  which  I  can  honestfy  render,"  re- 
plied Everard.  "  That  w  hich  is  dishonest  I  should  be 
loath  that  you  proposed." 
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"Then  this  at  least  might  soit  yoor  hoDcsty,  or 
ecrapulous  humour,  call  it  which  thou  wilt,"  said 
Cromwell.  "Thou  knowest,  surely,  all  the  passages 
about  Jezebel's  palace  down  yonder  7— Let  me  know 
how  they  mav  be  guarded  against  the  escape  of  any 
from  within. 

"I  cannot  pretend  to  aid  you  in  this  matter,"  said 
Everard :  "  I  know  not  all  the  entiances  and  posterns 
about  Woodstock,  and  if  I  did,  I  am  not  free  in  con- 
science to  communicate  with  you  on  this  occasion." 

"We  shall  do  without  you,  sir,"  replied  Cromwell, 
haughtily ;  "  and  if  aught  is  found  which  may  crimi- 
nate you,  remember  you  have  lost  right  to  my  pro- 
tection." 

"I  shall  be  sorry,"  said  Everard,  "to  have  lost 
your  friendship.  General ;  but  I  trust  my  quality  as  an 
£ngiishman  may  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  pro- 
tection from  any  man.  I  know  no  law  which  obliges 
roe  to  be  spy  or  informer,  even  if  I  were  in  the  way  of 
having  opportunity  to  do  service  in  either  honourable 
capacity.''^ 

Well,  sir,"  said  Cromwell,  "  for  all  your  privileges 
and  qualities.  I  will  make  bold  to  take  you  down  to 
the  Lodge  at  Woodstock  to-night,  to  inquire  into  af- 
(aifs  in  which  the  State  is  concerned.— Come  hither, 
Pearson."  He  took  a  paper  from  his  pocket  contain- 
ing a  rough  sketch  or  ground-plan  of  Woodstock 
Lodge,  with  the  avenues  leading  to  it—"  Look  here," 
he  said,  "  we  must  move  in  two  bodies  on  foot,  and 
with  all  possible  silence— thou  must  march  to  the 
rear  of  the  old  house  of  iniquity  with  twenty  file  of 
men,  and  dispose  them  around  it  the  wisest  thou 
canst  Take  the  reverend  man  there  along  with  you. 
He  must  be  secured  at  any  rate,  and  may  serve  as  a 
guide.  I  myself  will  occupy  the  front  of  the  Lodge, 
and  thus  having  stopt  all  the  earths,  thou  wilt  come 
to  me  for  farther  orders— silence  ana  despatch  is  all. 
—But  for  the  dog  Tomkins,  who  broke  appointment 
with  me,  he  had  need  render  a  good  excuse,  or  wo  to 
his  father's  son !— Reverend  sir,  be  pleased  to  accom- 
pany that  officer.— Colonel  EveranLyou  are  to  follow 
me:  but  first  give  your  sword  to .Capuin  Pearson, 
ana  consider  yourseu  as  under  arrest" 

Everard  gave  his  sword  to  Pearson  withont  any 
comment,  and  with  the  most  anxious  pressge  of  evil 
followed  the  Republican  Oeneral,  in  obedience  to  com- 
mands which  it  would  have  been  useless  to  dispute. 


CHAPTER  XXXL 

**  Wtn  mr  mmi  William  ham  bat  now, 

n«  wadna  fkil  ttw  pledfe  " 
Wi'  tliat  in  at  tlw  door  there  nu 

A  f  >ia«tl7-lookinff  pate— 
**  I  «w  Uiam,  matter.  0 1  I  taw, 

BenaaUi  Uw  thornie  bnut, 
or  blaelc-maird  wamora  maoy  a  rank.** 

u  n«««^ ,..  I,,  ^ried,  "  and  faa  i-- 


Thb  little  party  at  the  Lodge  were  assembled  at 
rapper,  at  the  early  hour  of  eign t  o'clock.  Sir  Henry 
Lee,  neglecting  the  food  that  was  placed  on  the  table, 
irtood  by  a  lamp  on  the  chimney-piece,  and  read  a 
letter  with  mournful  attention. 

"  Does  my  son  write  to  you  more  particularly  than 
tome.  Doctor RocheclifTer'  said  the  knight  "He 
only  says  here,  that  he  will  return  probably  this  night : 
ana  that  Master  Kemesuy  most  be  ready  to  set  on 
with  him  instantly.  What  can  this  haste  mean? 
Have  you  heard  ot  any  new  search  after  our  sufiering 
portyf  I  wish  they  would  permit  me  to  ei^y  my 
son's  company  in  quiet  but  for  a  day." 

"  The  Quiet  which  depends  on  the  wicked  ceasing 
from  troubling,"  said  Dr.  Rocheclifie,  "  is  connected, 
not  by  days  and  hours,  but  by  minutes.  Their  glut 
of  blood  at  Worcester  had  satiated  them  for  a  mo- 
ment but  their  appetite,  I  fancy,  has  revived," 

"  You  have  news,  then,  to  that  purpose  T'  said  Sir 

Henry. 

"Yoor  son,"  replied  the  Doctor,  "wrote  to  roe  by 
the  same  messenger;  he  seldom  fails  to  do  so,  being 
aware  of  what  importance  it  is  that  I  should  know 
every  thing  that  passes.  Means  of  escape  are  pro- 
vided on  the  coast  and  Master  Kemeguy  roust  be 
raady  to  start  with  yoor  son  the  instant  ha  appaar&" 


"  It  is  strange,"  said  the  knight :  "for  forty  years  I 
have  dwelt  in  this  hous&  man  anci  boy,  and  the  puint 
onljr  was  how  to  make  the  day  pass  over  our  hnds  | 
for  if  I  did  not  scheme  out  some  hunting  match  or 
hawking,  or  the  like,  I  might  have  sat  here  on  my 
arm-chair,  as  undisturbed  as  a  sleeping  dormouie^ 
from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other ;  and  now  I  am 
more  like  a  hare  on  her  form,  that  dare  aot  sleep  no* 
less  with  her  eyes  open,  and  scuds  off  when  the  wimi 
rustles  among  the  fern." 

"It  is  strange,"  said  Alice,  looking  at  Doctor 
Rocheclifie,  "that  the  roundhead  steward  has  told 
you  nothing  of  this.  He  is  usually  communieatiw 
enough  of  the  motions  of  his  party;  and  I  saw  job 
close  together  this  morning." 

"  1  must  be  closer  wiihjiim  this  evening"  said  tlia 
Doctor  gloomily ;  "  but  he  will  not  blab.' 

"  I  wish  you  may  not  trust  him  too  roach,"  Mid 
Alice  in  reply.—"  To  me;  that  man's  face,  with  all  its 
shrewdness,  evinces  such  a  dark  expression,  that  me> 
thinks  I  read  treason  in  his  very  eye." 

"  Be  assured,  that  matter  is  looked  to."  answend 
the  Doctor,  in  the  same  ominous  tone  as  before.  No 
one  replied,  and  there  was  a  chilling  and  anjdooa 
feeling  of  apprehension  which  seemed  to  sink  down 
on  the  company  at  once,  like  those  sensationa  which 
make  such  constitutions  as  are  particularly  mibject  lo 
the  electrical  influence,  conscious  of  an  approaching 
thunder-storm. 

The  disguised  Monarch,  apprized  that  day  to  be 
prepared  on  short  notice  to  quit  his  temporary  asylonik 
felt  his  own  share  of  the  gloom  which  involved  the 
little  society.  But  he  was  the  first  also  to  shake  it 
off,  as  whst  neither  suited  his  character  nor  his 
situation.  Gayety  was  the  leading  distinction  of  the 
former,  and  presence  of  mind,  not  depression  of  q»- 
rits,  was  required  by  the  latter. 

"We  make  the  hour  heavier,"  he  said,  "by, being 
melsDcholy  about  it.  Had  you  not  better  join  roe^ 
Misiress  Alice,  in  Patrick  Carey's  jovial  farewell  1— 
Ah,  you  do  not  know  Pat  Carey— a  younger  brother 
of  Lord  Falkland's  ?"♦ 

"  A  brother  of  the  immortal  Lord  Falkland'i^  and 
write  songs !"  said  the  Doctor. 

"Oh,  Doctor,  the  Muses  take  tithe  as  well  ae  the 
Church,"  said  Charles, "  and  have  their  share  in  eveiy 
family  of  distinction.  You  do  not  know  the  worda» 
Mistress  Alice,  but  you  can  aid  roe  notwithetandin& 
in  the  burden  at  leaat— 

'  Oomo,  now  that  we*r0  partior,  and  'tia  one  to  tae 
If  the  to«r«i»  of  tweet  woodstoek  I  e'er  see  Sfao, 
Lot  ua  e'eo  hare  a  frolic,  and  drink  like  tali  men. 

While  the  foblet  goei  merrilj  roMod.^  "t 

The  song  arose,  but  not  with  spirit.  It  was  one  of 
those  efforts  at  forced  roiith,  by  which,  above  al 
other  roodea  of  eipressing  it,  the  abaenoe  of  real 
cheerfulness  is  roost  distinctly  intimated.  Charlsi 
stopt  the  song,  and  upbraided  the  choristers. 

**  You  sing,  my  dear  Mistress  Alice,  ss  if  yon  wen 
chanting  one  of  the  seven  penitentisl  psalms:  and 
you,  good  Doctor,  as  if  you  recited  the  foneral  aer- 
vice.*' 

The  Doctor  rose  hastily  from  the  table,  and  tnnied 
to  the  window ;  for  the  expression  connected  single 
lariy  with  the  task  which  he  was  that  evening  to  me> 
charge.    Charies  looked  at  him  with  some  eurptiset 

*  "  Ton  do  not  know  Patriek  Carey,**  aaj*  KInc  Charlea  la 
the  novel ,  and.  what  U  more  ainfular,  Patrick  Caref  ha«  had 
two  editon,  each  anknown  aiike  to  the  other,  except  by  Dans 
only.  In  m\.  Mr.  John  Marrey  published  Carey*^  pneme,  Anai 
a  collection  nid  to  be  in  the  hand*  of  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Piorepoiat 
Crimp.  A  very  probable  conjecture  i«  staled,  that  tlie  aatbor 
was  only  kno^pa  to  private  friendship.  As  late  as  18lt,  tte 
Author  of  Waveriey,  ifoorant  of  tbt  edition  of  iTTt,  pabtislied 
a  second  qnarto  from  an  eiaborata  manuscript,  thovfh  in  bad 
order,  apparentijr  Uie  aulocraph  of  tlie  first  Of  Carey,  IIm 
second  editor,  like  the  first,  only  knew  tlie  name  and  the  spirit 
of  the  verses.  He  has  since  been  enabled  to  ascertain,  that  tlia 
poetic  cavalier  was  a  younmr  broUier  of  the  eetebrated  Henry 
Lord  Carey,  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Newliaiy,  and  eoeai 
raseareltes  of  Horace  Valpole,  to  whoee  list  of  noUe  a 
he  would  have  t>een  an  imiwrtant  addition.  8o  oomptotely  I 
the  Ikme  of  the  cmC  Lord  Falkland  eclipaed  that  of  bia  bro- 
ther's, that  this  brother  Patrick  has  been  overlooked  ovaa  br 
leneaiofista. 

1  Tlie  orif inal  sons  of  Caivy  liaars  Wykaham,  ioslaad  «f 
Woodstock,  for  the  locality.  Tba  veraas  an  flili  of  Ite  bae- 
^analian  spirit  of  the  tune. 
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for  ihe  peril  in  which  he  lived,  made  liiin  watchful  of 
tb^  »Iight€Bt  morions  of  those  around  him — then 
turned  to  Sir  Henry,  and  8aid,  "  My  honoured  host, 
can  ynu  fell  any  reason  for  thifl  moody  fit,  which  has 
«o  fitrangc'Iy  crept  npon  us  all  V 

'*.\ot  I,  niy  dear  Louis,"  replied  the  knight;  "I 
hav^  no  ikill  in  these  nice  quillets  of  philosophy.  I 
roiild  a«  aoon  undertake  to  tell  you  the  reason  why 
Bfrij  funis  round  three  times  before  he  lies  down.  1 
can  only  say  for  myself,  that  if  a^  and  sorrow  and 
'-noipTiamty  be  <^nou^h  to  break  n  Jovial  spirit,  ornt 
least  to  (x-nd  it  now  and  then,  I  have  my  Hlmre  of 
L.en]  all ;  sf»  that  I,  for  one,  cannot  .oay  that  I  am  sad 
ictHy  bccan^ic  I  am  not  merry,  I  have  but  loo  ^ood 
iaii«y  for  sadnc-ss. — I  would  1  saw  my  son,  were  it 
hr  lor  a  minute !" 

{-'.•riune  si.'cmcd  for  once  disi.H>Bed  to  fO'atify  the  old 
!n3ri;  for  Albert  Lee  entered  at  that  moment.  He 
«^.o  dri:H9c<i  in  a  riding  suit,  and  afipeared  to  have 
ravelled  hard.  He  cast  his  eye  hastily  around  as  he 
er.iiTtiJ.  It  rested  for  a  second  on  that  of  the  dis- 
pj >«<1  Prince,  and,  satisfifxl  with  the  glance  which  he 
THTiVf  d  in  lieu,  he  hasteni-d,  after  the  fashion  of  tlie 
•■-Idtn  day,  to  kneel  down  to  liis  father,  and  request  his 
U<'4fmg. 

"It  is  thine,  my  boy."  said  the  old  man;  a  tear 
"TvinginK  to  his  eyes  as  he  laid  his  hand  on  the  lonK 
locks  which  distinguished  the  young  cavalier's  rank 
anc  principles,  ana  which,  usually  comb«.-d  and  curled 
with  s(»mc  can%  now  hung  wild  and  dishevelled  about 
ks  sliouldcr!*.  They  Remained  an  instant  in  tliis  pos- 
tuTk!.  when  the  old  man  suddenly  started  from  it,  as  if 
ajhamed  of  the  emotion  which  he-  hnd  expressed 
lvfon^(«':*  many  witnesses,  and  passing  rho  back  of  his 
band  hastily  across  his  eyes,  bid  Albert  get  up,  and 
Dund  his  suppf/r,  "  since  I  dare  sa v  you  have  ndden 
Ust  and  far  since  you  last  haiterf— and  we'll  stmd 
r  Jond  a  cui*  to  his  health,  if  Doctor  Rocheclilib  and 
M»  good  company  pleases — JoceUne,  thou  knave, 
tiink  about — thou  look'st  as  if  thou  hadst  seen  a 
ghoFi."' 

•  Joc^'linc,"  said  Alice,  "is  sick  for  sympathy— one 
(if  tWr-  stagrs  ran  at  Phcebe  Mayflower  to-day,  and  she 
v^a9  fam  to  have  Joceline's  assistance  to  drive  the 
Cloture  ofF-*thc  girl  has  been  in  fits  since  she  came 
home." 

"Sillv  slut,"  said  the  old  knight— "She  a  wood- 
rains  oaughter!— But,  Joceline,  if  the  deer  gets  dan- 
^tp.us.  you  must  send  a  broad  arrow  through  him." 

"  It  will  not  need,  Sir  Henry,"  said  Joceline^  speak- 
Lz  with  great  difficulty  of  utterance— "  he  is  quiet 
cn«v:i;h  now— he  will  not  offend  in  that  sort  again." 

See  it  be  so,"  replied  the  knight;  "remember 
Xi^trcsv  Alice  often  walks  in  the  Chase.— And  now 
fiij  ruund.  and  fill,  too,  a  cup  to  thyself,  to  over-red 
irj  fear,  as  mad  Will  has  it.— Tush,  man,  Phcrbe  will 
du  welJ  enough — she  only  screamed  and  ran,  that  thou 
nisfaist  have  the  pleasure  to  help  her.— Mind  what 
ihou  dost,  and  do  not  go  spilling  the  wine  afti'r  that 
fattiion.— Come,  here  is  a  health  to  our  wanderer,  who 
bis  come  to  us  again." 

**\one  will  pledge  it  more  willingly  than  I,"  said 
■he  disguised  Prince,  unconsciously  assuming  an  im- 
portance which  the  character  he  personated  scarce 
warranted ;  but  Sir  Hcnrv,  who  had  become  fond  of 
'w  supposed  poise,  with  all  his  peculiarities,  imposed 
''S^jr  a  moderate  ^^bukc  upon  his petulancr.  "Thou 
vt  a  merry,  good -humoured  youth,  Louis,"  he  said ; 
'bat  it  is  a  world  to  sue  how  the  forwardness  of  the 
PKfent  generation  hath  gone  beyond  the  gravity  and 
iCTwence  which  in  my  youth  was  so  re^larly  observed 
towards  those  of  higher  rank  and  stmtion— 1  dared  no 
luort;  have  given  my  own  tongue  therein,  when  there 
vai  a  doctor  of  divinity  lit  company,  than  1  v/ould 
iute  dared  Ut  havt.?  sfxiken  in  church  in  service-time." 

"Tnw.  sir."  said  Albert,  hastily  interfering ;  "but 
Mailer  Kcrnegiiy  had  the  better  ni{ht  to  apeak  atpre- 
Knt,  that  I  have  been  absent  on  his  business  as  well 
u  my  own,  have  freen  several  of  his  friends,  and 
iflpzhim  important  intelligence." 

f 'narlfjs  was  about  to  rise,  and  beckon  Albert  aside, 
naturally  impatient  to  know  what  news  he  had  pro- 
cured, or  what  scheme  of  safe  escape  was  now  decieed 
for  bim.    But  Doctor  RochecUfle  twitched  his  cbak, 
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as  a  hint  to  him  to  .sit  still,  and  not  show  any  <  .vtra- 
onlinary  motive  for  utixiety,  sina\  in  caee  of  a  sudden 
discovery  of  his  real  quality,  ih«j  violence  of  Sir  Henry 
Lee's  feelinj;;s  might  have  been  likely  to  attract  too 
much  attention. 

Charles,  iherefort-,  only  replied,  as  to  the  kni.!:;ht's 
stricture,  that  he  had  a  pariiculur  title  to  be  sudden 
and  unceremonious  in  expressing  his  thanks  lo  Co- 
lonel Lee — that  gratitude  was  apt  to  bcuninniini.rly — 
finally,  that  ho  was  much  obli;jLil  to  Sir  lli  iiry  for 
his  admonition;  and  that  quit  Woodstock  ^\ hen  he 
would,  "he  was  sure  to  I'tuve  it  a  bttter  man  tiian 
he  caiiie  there." 

His  speech  was  of  cour."*e  ostensibly  directi-d  to- 
wards the  father;  but  a  glance  at  .Alice  u^iiural  her 
that  she  hacj  a  full  share  in  tlir  coinpliinijit. 

"I  fear,"  he  concluded,  uddris.sirm  Albrrl.  "that 
you  come  to  tell  us  our  stay  here  must  be  very  short." 

"A  few  hours  only  "'  said  Allieri— "just  en'ouuli  for 
iiecilful  rest  for  oursclvi  s and  our  horses.  1  have  pro- 
cured t^yo  which  are  giMxl  and  tried.  But  Doctor 
Rochcfjille  broke  faith  with  inr.  I  expe(;trd  to  liavc 
met  some  one  down  at  Jo<:(.line's  hut,  where  1  !■  it  the 
horses ;  and  finding  no  pcrscui.  I  vvasdt-Iayed  nn  hour 
in  littering  them  down  myst-if,  that  they  might  he 
ready  for  to-morrow's  work—  for  we  must  be  oil  ixefore 
dav 
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^*  I— I— intended  to  have  sent  Tomkins— but— but" 
hesitnfcd  the  Doctor,  "1" 

"  The  roundheadc-d  rascal  was  drunk,  or  out  of  the 
way,  1  presume,"  said  Albert.  "I  am  glad  of  it— you 
may  easily  trust  him  too  far." 

"Hitherto  he  has  been  faithful."  said  the  Doctor, 
"and  I  scarce  think  he  will  fail  me  now.  Diir  Joce- 
line will  f^j  down  and  have  the  horses  in  rcadim  ss  in 
the  morning." 

Joceline's  countenance  was  usually  that  of  alacrity 
itself  in  a  ca.^  extraordinary.  Now,  however,  he 
seemed  to  hesitate 

"  Vou  will  go  with  me  a  little  way.  Doctor?'*  he 
said,  as  he  edged  himself  closely  to  Rochecliflt\ 

"How?  puppy,  fool,  and  blockhead, "  said  the 
knight,  "  wouldst  thou  ask  Doctor  Rocheclifie  to  bear 
thee  company  at  this  hour  ? — Out,  hound  !  get  down 
to  the  kennel  yonder  instantly,  or  I  will  break  the 
knave's  pate  of  thet»." 

Jocehne  looked  with  an  eye  of  agony  at  the  divine, 
as  if  entreating  him  to  interfere  in  his  behalf;  but  Just 
as  he  was  about  to  speak,  a  most  melancholy  howling 
arose  at  the  hall-door,  and  a  dog  was  heard  scrutchii^ 
for  admittance. 

"  What  ails  Bevis  next  ?"  said  the  old  knight.  "I 
think  this  must  be  All- Fools-day,  and  that  every  thing 
around  me  is  going  mad  !" 

The  same  sound  startled  Albert  and  Charles  from  a 
private  conference  in  which  they  had  engagi d,  and 
Albert  ran  to  the  hall-door  to  examine  personally  into 
the  cause  of  the  noise. 

"It  is  no  alarm,"  said  the  old  knight  to  Kenieguy, 
"for  in  such  cases  the  dog's  bark  is  short,  sharp  and, 
furious.  These  long  howls  are  said  to  be  ominous.  It 
was  even  so  that  Bevis's  prandsire  bayed  the  whole 
livelong  night  on  which  my  poor  father  died.  If  it 
comes  now  as  a  presage,  God  send  it  regard  the  old 
and  useless,  not  the  young,  and  those  who  may  yet 
serve  king  and  country  !" 

The  dog  had  pushed  past  Colonel  Lee,  who  stood  a 
little  whilr  at  the  hall-door  to  listen  if  there  wf-re  any 
thing  stirring  without,  while  Bevis  advanccil  into  the 
room  where  the  company  were  assembled,  bearing 
something;  in  his  mouth,  and  exhibiting,  in  an  uiuisuju 
degree,  tliat  s<nse  of  duty  and  interest  which  a  dog 
sc«ms  to  show  when  he  thinks  ho  has  the  charge  of 
something  important.  He  entered,  therefore,  <ir«)op- 
ing  his  long  tail,  slouching  his  head  and  tars,  and 
walking  with  the  stately  yet  melancholv  dignity  of  a 
war-horse  at  his  masters  funeral.  In  thifi  manner  he 
paced  through  the  room,  went  straight  up  to  Joceline, 
who  had  been  regarding  him  with  astoni.shnn.nt,  and 
uttering  a  short  and  melancholy;  howl,  laid  iii  his 
feet  the  object  which  he  bore  in  his  month.  Joceline 
stooped,  and  took  from  the  fl«M)r  a  man's  glove,  of  the 
fashion  worn  by  the  troopers,  having  something:  like 
the  old-£BBhioncd  gaundet  projections  of  thick  loatlier 
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aiittng  from  the  wrist,  which  90  half  way  np  to  the 
elbow,  and  sectire  the  arm  against  a  cut  with  a 
eword.  But  Joceline  had  no  sooner  looked  at  what 
in  itedf  was  so  common  an  object,  than  he  dropped 
it  from  his  hand,  staggered  backward,  uttered  a  groan, 
and  nearly  fell  to  the  eroand. 

"  Now,  the  cowaro^s  curse  be  upon  thee  for  an 
idiot !"  said  the  knight,  who  had  picked  up  the  glove, 
and  was  looking  at  it—"  thou  shooldst  be  sent  back 
to  Bchooi,  and  flogged  till  the  craven's  blood  was 
switched  out  of  thee— What  dost  thou  look  at  but  a 
glove,  thou  base  poltron,  and  a  very  dirty  glove  too  ? 
—Slay,  here  is  wniing— JosM)hTomkins?— why,  that 
is  the  roundheadeJ  fellow— I  wish  he  hath  not  come 
to  some  mischief— for  this  is  not  dirt  on  the  cheve- 
ron,  but  blood— Bevis  may  have  bit  the  fellow,  and 
yet  the  dog  seemed  to  love  him  well  too— or  the  stag 
may  have  hurt  him— Out,  Joceline,  instantly,  and  see 
where  he  is— wind  your  bu^le." 

"I  cannot  go,"  said  JolifTe,  " onless**— and  again 
he  looked  pitoously  at  Doctor  RocheclifTe,  who  saw 
no  time  was  to  be  lost  in  appeasing  the  ranger's  ter- 
rors, as  his  ministry  was  most  needful  in  the  present 
circumstances. — "Get spade  and  mattock,"  he  whis- 
pered to  him,  '*  and  a  dark  lantern,  and  meet  me  in 
the  wilderness." 

Joceline  left  the  room ;  and  the  Doctor,  before  fol- 
lowing him,  had  a  few  words  of  explanation  with 
Colonel  Lee.  His  own  spirit,  far  from  being  dis- 
mayed on  the  occasion,  rather  rose  higher,  like  one 
whose  natural  element  was  intrigue  and  danger. 
"Here  hath  been  wild  work,"  he  said,  "since  you 

Sarted.  Tomkins  was  rade  to  the  wench  Phcebe— 
oceline  and  he  had  a  brawl  te«;ether,  and  Tomkins 
is  lying  dead  in  the  thicket,  not  ur  from  Rosamond's 
Well.  It  will  be  necessary  that  Joceline  and  I  go  di- 
rectly to  bury  the  body;  for  besides  that  some  one 
might  stumble  upon  it,  and  raise  an  alarm,  this  fel- 
low Joceline  will  never  be  fit  for  any  active  puipose  till 
it  is  under  ground.  Though  as  stout  as  a  lion,  the 
onder-keeper  has  his  own  weak  side,  and  is  more 
afraid  of  a  dead  body  than  a  living  one.  When  do 
vou  propose  to  start  to-morrow  7" 

"  By  daybreak,  or  earlier,"  said  Colonel  Lee ;  "  but 
we  will  meet  again— A  vessel  is  provided,  and  1  have 
relays  in  more  places  than  one — we  go  off  from  the 

ooast  of  Sussex ;  and  I  am  to  get  a  letter  at , 

acQuainting  me  precisely  with  the  spot." 

*^ Wherefore  not  go  off  instantly?"  inquired  the 
Doctor. 

"The  horses  would  fail  us,"  replied  Albert— "they 
have  been  hard  ridden  to-day." 

"Adieu,"  said  Sochediffe,  "I  must  to  my  task— 
Do  you  take  rest  and  repose  for  yours.— ^To  conceal  a 
slaoighlered  body,  and  convey  on  the  same  night  a 
king  from  dangw  and  captivity,  are  two  feats  vvnich 
have  fallen  to  tew  folks  save  myself;  but  let  me  not 
while  putting  on  my  harness,  boast  myself  as  if  I 
were  taking  it  off  after  a  victory."  So  saying,  he  left 
the  apartment,  and  muffling  himself  in  his  cloak, 
went  out  into  what  was  call«i  the  Wilderness. 
,  The  weather  was  a  raw  frost.  The  mist  lay  in  par- 
tial wreaths  upon  the  lower  grounds ;  but  the  night, 
considering  that  the  heavenly  bodies  were  in  a  great 
measure  hidden  by  the  haze,  was  not  extremely  dark. 
Doctor  Rochecline  could  not,  however,  distinguish 
the  under-keeper,  until  he  had  hemmed  once  or  twice, 
when  Joceline  answered  the  signal  by  showing  a 
glimpse  o(  light  from  the  dark  lantern  which  he  ear- 
ned. Guided  by  this  intimation  of  his  presence,  the 
divine  found  him  leaning  against  a  buttress  which 
had  once  supported  a  terrace,  now  ruinous.  He  had 
A  pickaxe  and  shovel  together  with  a  deer's  hide 
hangingover  his  shoulder. 

"What  do  you  want  with  the  hidjC,  Joceline,"  said 
Dr.  Rocbeclitie,  "  that  yon  lumber  it  about  with  you 
00  such  an  errand  ?" 

"Why,  look  vou,  Doctor,"  he  answered,  "it  is  as 
well  to  tell  you  all  about  it.  The  man  and  I— he  there 
"^you  know  whom  I  mean — had  many  yeare  since  a 

Siiarrel  about  this  deer.  For  though  we  were  great 
lends^  and  Philip  was  sometimes  allowed  by  my 
master  s  permission  to  help  me  in  mine  office,  yet  1 
knew,  for  all  that,  Philip  Hazeldine  was  sometimes  a 


trespuser.  Ilie  deer-stealers  were  very  bold  at  that 
time,  it  being  just  before  the  breaking  oat  of  the  war, 
when  men  were  becoming  unsettled— And  so  it 
chanced)  that  one  day,  in  the  Chasa  I  found  two  fel- 
lows, with  their  faces  blacked,  ana  shirts  over  their 
clothes,  carrying  as  prime  a  buck  betwem  them  as 
any  was  in  the  park.  I  was  upon  them  in  the  instant 
—one  escaped,  out  I  got  hold  of  the  other  fellow,  and 
who  should  it  prove  to  be  but  trusty  Phil  Haxeldioel 
Well,  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  right  or  wrong,  bat 
he  was  mv  old  friend  and  pot-companion,  and  I  took 
his  word  tor  amendment  in  future:  and  he  helped  me 
to  hang  up  the  deer  on  a  tree,  and  I  came  back  with  a 
horse  to  carry  him  to  the  Lodge,  and  tell  the  knigfat 
the  story,  all  but  Phil's  name.  Bat  the  rogues  had 
been  too  clever  for  me;  for  they  had  flayed  and 
dressed  the  deer,  and  quartered  him.  and  carried  him 
ofl;  and  left  the  hide  and  horns,  with  a  chime,  aaying 

'  The  hanneh  to  thee, 

Tba  breut  to  nw, 

Tha  hide  end  the  bona  for  the  kaspsr'e  fee.* 

And  this  I  knew  for  one  of  Phil's  mad  prankst  that  hs 
would  play  in  those  days  with  any  lad  m  the  coantrr. 
But  1  was  so  nettled,  that  I  made  the  den^s  hide  be 
curried  and  dressed  by  a  tanner,  and  swore  that  it 
should  be  his  winding-sheet  or  mine,  and  though  I 
had  long  repented  my  rash  oath,  yet  now,  Doctor, 
you  see  what  it  has  oome  to— though  I  forgot  it,  tha 
devil  did  not" 

"  It  was  a  very  wrong  thing  to  make  a  vow  so  an- 
ful,"  eaid  Rochecliffe ;  *^but  it  would  have  been  greatlv 
worse  had  you  endeavoured  to  keep  it.  Therefore,  I 
bid  you  cheer  up,"  said  the  good  divine;  "lor  in  tfaia 
unhanpy  case,  I  could  not  have  wished,  after  what  I 
have  beard  from  Phoebe  and  yourself^  that  you  should 
have  kept  your  hand  stilL  though  I  may  regret  that 
the  blow  has  proved  fatal.  Nevertheless,  tnou  haat 
done  even  that  which  was  done  by  the  great  and  in* 
spired  l^Bpslatoiv  when  he  beheld  an  Eg^tian  tyran- 
nizing over  a  Hebrew,  saving  that,  in  the  case  pre- 
sent, It  was  a  female,  when,  says  the  S^tuagiBt, 
Peratssum.  Egypiium  abscondit  aabulo  ;  the  mean- 
ine  whereof  I  will  explain  to  you  another  time. 
Wherefore,  I  exhort  you,  not  to  grieve  beyond  mea- 
sure; for,  although  this  circumstance  is  unhappy  iD 
time  and  place,  yet,  from  what  Phcebe  hath  informed 
me  of  vender  wretch's  opinions,  it  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  his  brains  had  not  been  beaten  out  in  his 
cradle,  rather  than  that  he  had  grown  up  to  be  one 
of  those  Orindlestonians,  or  Moggletonianst  in  whom 
is  the  perfection  of  every  foul  ana  blasphemoos  here- 
sy,  united  with  such  a  universal  practice  of  hypo- 
cntical  assentation,  as  would  deceive  their  moatcr, 
even  Satan  himself." 

"  Nevertheless,  sh*,"  said  the  forester,  ''^I  hope  ypu 
will  bestow  some  of  the  service  of  the  church  on  thit 
poor  man,  as  it  was  his  last  wish,  naming  you,  sir,  at 
the  same  time ;  and  unless  this  were  done,  I  ahoidd 
scarce  dare  to  walk  out  in  the  dark  again,  lor  my 
whole  life." 

"Thou  art  a  sillv  fellow— but  if;"  continued  the 
Doctor,  "  he  named  me  as  he  depahed,  and  dened 
the  last  rites  of  the  church,  there  was,  it  may  b&  a 
turning  from  evil  and  a  seeking  to  good  even  in  his 
last  moments ;  and  if  Heaven  granted  him  grace  to 
form  a  praver  so  fitting,  wherefore  should  man  1 
it  ?    All  I  fear  is  the  briefness  of  time." 

"Nay,  your  reverence  may  cut  the  service 
what  short,"  said  Joceline;  "assuredly  be  does  not 
deserve  the  whole  of  it;  only  if  something  were  not 
to  be  done;  I  believe  I  should  flee  the  country.  They 
were  his  last  words;  and  methinks  he  sent  Bevn 
with  his  glove  to  put  me  in  mind  of  them." 

"Out,  fool!— Do  you  think,"  said  the  Doctor, 
"dead  men  send  gauntlets  to  the  living,  like  knights 
in  a  romance;  or,  if  so,  would  they  choose  dogs  to 
carry  their  challenges  ?  I  tell  thee,  fool,  the  cause 
was  natural  enough.  Bevisw  questing  about,  found 
the  body,  and  brought  the  glove  \o  you  to  intimate 
where  it  was  Iviog,  and  to  require  assistance;  for 
such  is  the  high  instinct  of  these  animals  towards 
one  in  peril." 

"  Nay,  if  you  think  so.  Doctor,"  said  Joceline—"  and, 
doabtless,  1  must  say,  Bevis  took  an  intsrast  in  the 
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man— if  ind^ied  it  wns  not  nomething  worse  in  the 
ihape  of  Bevia  for  merhought  bit  ejres  looked  wild 
lod  fien'<  88  if  lie  would  hove  spoken." 

As  he  ulked  thus,  Joceline  rather  hung  bock^  and, 
in  doing  so,  displeased  the  Doctor,  who  exclaimed, 
"Cotne  along,  thou  lazy  laggard.— Art  thou  a  soldier, 
and  a  brave  oncL  and  so  much  afraid  of  a  dead  man? 
— Thwi  hast  killed  men  in  battle,  and  in  chase,  I  war- 


rant tnee. 

■'Ay,  but  their  backs  were  to  me,"  said  Joc^Iinc— 
**I  never  saw  one  of  them  cast  back  his  head,  and 
gUre  at  me  ds  yonder  fellow  did,  his  eve  retaining  a 
pance  of  hatred,  mixed  with  terror  and  reproach,  till 
R  became  fixed  tike  a  jelly.  And  were  you  not  with 
me,  and  my  masters  concerns,  and  something  else, 
very  deeply  at  stake.  I  pmniise  you  1  would  not  again 
iooK  at  him  for  all  Woodstock. 

"Vou  must,  though,''  said  the  Doctor^  suddenly 
pstising, — '*  for  hero  w  the  place  where  he  lies !  Come 
D:her  deep  into  the  copse— take  care  of  stumbling. 
Here  :s  a  place  just  fittinp.  nnd  we  will  draw  the  briers 
orer  the  grave  nflerwams." 

As  the  Doctor  thus  i.<>sued  his  directions,  he  assistetl 
ibo  in  the  execution  of  them ;  and  while  his  attend- 
ant laboured  to  dig  a  shallow  and  misshapen  grave,  a 
tuk  which  the  state  of  the  soil,  peiplexed  with  roots, 
acd  hardened  by  the  influence  of  the  frost,  rendered 
fcry  difficult,  the  divine  read  a  few  passages  out  of 
Uie  funeral  service,  partly  in  order  to  appease  the 
iupersutious  terrors  uf  Joceline,  and  partly  because 
he  held  it  matter  of  conscience  not  to  deny  the 
drjTch's  rites  tu  one  who  had  requested  their  aid  in 
direaiiiy. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 
Cue  re*  caw  re,  on  with  your  vizard*.— Ilrary  fF, 

The  company  whom  wc  had  lef^  in  Victor  Lees 
ptrknir  were  about  to  separate  for  the  night,  and  had 
raeu  to  take  a  formal  leave  of  each  other,  when  a  lap 
«t«  heard  at  the  hall-door.  Albert,  the  vidette  of  the 
pirfy.  hastened  to  open  it,  enjoining,  as  he  left  the 
room,  the  rest  to  remain  quiet,  until  he  had  asccr- 
*J3Kd  the  cause  of  the  knocking.  When  he  gained 
!fle  portal,  he  called  to  know  who  was  there,  and 
what  they  wantctl  at  so  late  an  hour. 

"It  IS  only  me,"  answered  a  treble  voice. 

"And  what  is  your  name,  my  httlc  fellow?**  said 
Albert. 

"  Spitfire,  sir,"  replied  the  voice  without. 

"Spitfire?"  said  Albert. 

'■  Yeis  sir,"  replied  the  voice  ;  "all  the  world  calls 
ne  M.  and  Colonel  Everard  himaelf.  But  my  name 
J  Spittal  for  all  that.' 

'Colonel  Everard!  arrive  you  from  him?"  de- 
manded young  Lee. 

"Na  sir ;  I  come,  sir,  from  Roger  Wildrake,  cstniirc, 
4f  Siuattiesea-mere,  if  it  like  you,"  said  the  noy; 
"tnal  have  brr>uglit  a  token  to  Mistress  Lee,  which 
I  am  to  give  into  her  own  hands,  if  you  would  but 
open  the  door,  sir,  and  let  me  in— but  I  can  do  no- 
tfliM  with  a  three  inch  board  between  us." 

"Ris  wime  freak  of  that  drunken  rnkehell,"  said 
Albert,  in  a  low  voice,  to  his  sister,  who  had  crept  out 
iftrr  him  on  tiptoe.  „     . ,  , 

"YvU  let  us  not  be  hasty  in  concluding  so.  said  the 
fMDg  lady  ;  **  at  this  moment  the  least  trifle  may  be 
of  conacquence.— What  token  has  Master  Wildrake 
wime,  my  little  boy  r 

**Xay,  nothing  very  valuable  neither,"  replied  the 
hoy:  ''but  he  was  so  anxious  you  should  get  it,  that 
itt  put  roe  out  of  tho  window  as  one  would  chuck 
out  a  kitten,  that  I  might  not  be  stopped  by  the  sol- 
ien." 

"Hear  you  ?"  said  Alice  to  her  brother;  "undo  the 
pie,  for  God's  mke."    .      ,  ,. 

Her  brother,  lowborn  her  feelings  of  suspicion  were 
Dov  sufficiently  eommunicated.  opened  the  gate  in 
bute,and  admitted  the  boy,  whose  appearance,  not 
BDch  diiaimiiar  to  that  of  a  skinned  rabbit  in  a  liver>', 
f  or  t  oionkey  a  t  a  fair,  would  at  another  ti  mo  have  fnr- 
■iMthem  with  amusement.  The  urchin  messenger 
■ikndthshalJ,  making  several  odd  bows  and  congas, 


;  and  delivered  the  woodcock's  feather*  with  much  ce- 
remony to  the  young  lady,  assuring  her  it  was  the 
prize  nho  hnd  won  npDn  n  wager  about  hawking. 

"  I  prithw,  my  litue  man,"  snid  Albert,  "  was  yonr 
master  dnink  of  sobcr^  when  h»;  sent  thiHj  all  this  way 
with  a  feather  at  this  time  of  niuht?" 

"  With  revoreiic»\  sir,"  e=aid  the  boy.  "he  was  what 
he  calls  sober,  and  what  I  would  call  concemod  in 
liquor  for  any  other  person." 

"Curse  on  the  dninken  coxcomb!"  said  Alben.— 
"There  is  a  tester  for  thee,  boy,  and  tell  thy  master 
to  break  his  jests  on  suitable  persons,  and  at  fitting 
times." 

"  Stay  yet  a  minute,"  exelnimed  Alirr ;  "we  most 
not  go  too  fast— this  craves  wary  wnlkin?." 

"A  feather,"  said  Albert:  "all  this  work  about  a 
feather!  Why,  Dr.  Rocheclifle,  who  can  suck  intel- 
ligence out  of  every  trifle  as  n  magpie  would  suck  an 
vgii,  could  make  nothing  of  this." 

"  Let  us  trv'  what  we  can  do  without  him  then," 
said  Alice.  Then  addressini;  herself  to  the  boy, — "  So 
there  are  strangers  at  your  lunster's?" 

"  At  Colonel  Everaiii's,  madam,  which  is  the  same 
thin?,"  snid  Spitfire. 

"And  what  manner  of  strangers,"  said  Alicoi 
"guests,  1  fuppow!?" 

''Ay,  mistress,"  said  the  boy,  "a  sort  of  guests  that 
make  themselves  welcome  wherever  they  come,  if 
they  meet  not  a  welcome  from  their  landlord— soldMrs, 
.madam." 

"The  men  that  have  been  long  lying  at  W'ood- 
siock?"  said  AllKrt. 

"No,  sir,"  said  Spitfire,  "  new  comers,  with  gallant 
bufl'-coats  and  steel  breast-plates;  and  their  com- 
niander— your  honour  nnd  your  ladyship  never  saw 
such  a  man !— at  least  I  am  bure  Rill  Spitfire  never 
did." 

"Was  he  tall  or  short?"  said  Albert,  now  much 
alarmed. 

"  Neither  one  nor  oilier,"  said  the  boy ;  "  stout  made, 
with  slouching  shoulders ;  a  nose  large,  and  a  face  one 
would  not  like  to  say  No  to.  He  had  several  officers 
with  him.  1  saw  him  but  fur  a  moment,  but  I  shall 
never  forget  him  while  I  live." 

"  You  are  right,"  said  AlluTt  Lee  to  his  sister,  pull- 
ing her  to  one  side,  "quite  right— the  Archfiend  him- 
self  is  upon  us !" 

"Ann  the  feather,"  said  Alice,  whom  fear  had  ren- 
dered apprehensive  of  slight  tokens,  "means  flight— 
and  a  woodcock  is  u  bird  of  passage." 

"You  have  hit  it,"  said  her  brother;  "but  the  time 
has  taken  us  cruelly  short.  Give  the  boy  a  trifle  more 
—nothing  that  can  excite  suspicion,  and  dismiss  him. 
I  must  summon  Rocheclifle  and  Joceline." 

He  went  accordingly,  but,  unable  to  find  those  he 
sought,  ho  retumetl  with  hasty  steps  to  the  parlour, 
where,  in  his  character  of  Louis,  the  nagc  was  exert- 
ing himself  to  detain  the  old  knight,  who,  while  laugh- 
ini!  at  the  tale.<(  he  told  him,  was  anxious  to  go  to  see 
what  wns  passing  in  the  hall. 

"What  is  the  matter.  All>erl?"  said  the  old  mant 
"who  calls  at  the  Lodge  at  so  undue  an  hour,  and 
wherefons  is  the  hall-door  opened  to  them  ?  I  will 
not  have  my  rules,  nnd  the  regulations  laid  down  for 
keeping  this  house,  broken  through,  because  I  am  old 
nn<i  poor.  Why  answer  you  not  ?  why  keep  a  chntter- 
inp  with  Louis  Kerneguy,  and  neither  of  you  all  the 
while  minding  what  Isay  ? — Daughter  Alice,  have  you 
sense  and  civility  t-nough  to  tell  me,  what  or  who 
it  is  that  is  admitted  here  contrary  to  my  general  or- 
ders?" 

"No  one,  sir."  replied  Alice ;  "  a  boy  brought  a  me»»- 
sage,  which  I  icar  is  an  alarming  one." 

•  On  n  parficular  orcnvion,  a  iadr,  P'iKriociinir.  by  tho  pairafs 

I  or  a  h(Hly  of  ciiards  llirouffli  her  fkIou*.  that  the  anvst  nf  htr 

neiviibuur.  Pairirk  Home  of  Polwnrtli,  ancrwards  firat  Eitrl  of 

Man-limont,  wa4  de«iene<l.  M>nt  him  a  fratiirr  by  a  uliephcnl 

boy.  whom  flic  danil  not  innl  uilh  a  more  ex|>IJcit  inci<Mg«. 

Daiifcr  KhariNtn-t  ilw  inirllcrt,  nnd  Ihix  hint  »ay  thccommrnoe< 

.  nrM'nl  of  tlioac  romantic  odvcnturtii  which  ravn  GriKzi-l  I^djr 

I  Murray  the  materiolit  from  which  xhr  compiled  her  nccnu/it  uf 

lif>r  (rrnndfnther**  v^cmie.  iiubhrthrd  by  iMr.  Thomafl  Thomion, 

Deputy  KcKJfter  of  Scotland.   The  anecdote  of  the  feather  6om 

not  occur  there,  but  Iho  author  has  often  heard  it  ftom  ihe  lat» 

Ladr  t)iana  Scott,  tho  lineal  deifcenJant  and  reprMentatira  of 

Patrick  Earl  uf  MarcbmonL 
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"Tiiere  is  only  fear,  air,"  said  Albert,  stepping  for- 
warJ,  "  that  whereas  we  thousjhl  to  have  stayeawith 
you  nil  to-morrow,  we  must  now  lake  farewell  of  yoa 
to-ni'.iht."  . 

" Not  HO,  brother,"  said  Alice,  "you  must  stay  and 
aid  lilt  defence  here— if  you  and  Master  Kernejjoiy  are 
both  missed,  the  pursuit  will  be  instant,  and  probably 
succi'ssful ;  nut  if  you  stay,  the  hiding-piac(>8  about 
this*  house  will  take  some  time  to  search.  You  can 
chanL'o  coats  with  Kernoauy  too." 

"  Kiyiit,  noble  wench,'  said  Albert ;  "  most  excel- 
lent—yes— Louis,  I  remain  as  Kcrneguy,  you  fly  as 
youn^  .Master  Lee." 

"  I  cannot  see  the  justice  of  that^"  said  Charles. 

"  Xor  I  neither,"  said  the  knight,  interfering.  "  Men 
come  and  go,  lay  schemes,  and  alter  them,  in  my 
house,  without  deigning  to  consult  me !  And  who  is 
Master  Kerneguy,  or  what  is  he  to  me,  that  my  son 
muf't  slay  ana  take  the  chance  of  mischief,  and  this 
your  Scotch  page  is  to  ew.;npe  in  his  dress  ?  1  will  have 
no  such  contrivance  carried  into  effect,  though  it  were 
the  finest  cobweb  that  was  ever  woven  in  Dr.  Rocho- 
cliffo's  brains.— I  wish  you  no  ill,  Louis;  thou  art  a 
lively  boy;  but  I  have  been  somewhat  too  lightly 
treated  in  this,  man." 

"  I  am  fuUv  of  your  opinion,  Sir  Henry,"  replied 
the  person  wnom  ne  addressed.  "You  have  been, 
indeed,  repaid  for  your  hospitality  by  want  of  that  con- 
fidencf;,  which  could  never  have  been  so  justly  re- 
posed. Hut  the  moment  is  come,  when  I  must  say  in 
m  a  word,  I  am  that  unfortunate  Charles  Stewart, 
who.sp  lot  It  has  been  to  become  the  cause  of  ruin  to  his 
be&t  friends,  and  whose  present  residence  in  your 
family  threatens  to  bring  destruction  to  you,  and  all 
around  you." 

"Master  I^uis  Kerncguy,"  said  the  knight  very 
an£;rily.  "I  will  teach  you  to  choose  the  suojects  of 
yuiir  mirth  btUier  when  you  address  them  to  me;  and, 
moreover,  very  litllc  provocation  would  make  me  de- 
sire to  have  an  ounce  or  two  of  that  malapert  blood 
from  you." 

"  Be  still,  sir,  for  Gk>dsake !"  said  Albert  to  his  fa- 
ihcr.  "This  is  indc«xl  the  Kino;  and  such  is  the 
dangtT  of  his  person,  that  every  moment  wo  waste 
may  hring  round  a  fatal  catastrophe." 

"(lO'id  God!"  said  the  father,  clasping  his  hands 
togi'ilii.r,  and  about  to  drop  on  his  knees,  "has  my 
eanic-si  wi.sh  been  accomplished!  and  is  it  in  such  a 
man  nor  as  to  make  iw:  pray  it  had  never  takon  place !" 

Ho  ill' n  attein[)tc(l  to  l>end  his  knee  to  the  King — 
ki.-4e<(d  his  hand,  while  large  tears  trickled  from  nis 
eyes  -then  said,  "  Pardon,  my  Lord— your  Majesty,  I 
mi.an  -rH.rinit  me  to  s^it  in  your  presence  but  one  in- 
stant till  my  blood  l>eats  more  freely,  and  then" 

Charles  rais<>d  his  ancient  and  faiiliful  subject  from 
the  ground  ;  and  even  in  that  moment  of  fear  and 
anxi«;ty  and  danger,  in.sisted  on  leading  him  to  his 
seat,  upon  which  he  sunk  in  apparent  exhaustion,  his 
hf*ad  drooping  upon  his  long  white  beard,  and  big  un- 
con.-.  ious  tears  mingling  with  its  silver  hairs.  Alice 
and  Ailnrt  remained  wiOi  the  King,  arguing  and  urg- 
ing his  instant  departure. 

Tin;  horses  are  at  the  under-keeper's  hut,"  said 
.Alborf,  "  and  the  relays  only  «jightecn  or  twenty  miles 
ofl'.    If  th'j  horso's  can  but  carry  you  so  far" 

"Will  you  not  rather,"  interrupted  Alice,  "tru.st  to 
the  eoiK'^alnients  of  this  place,  so  numerous  and  so 
well  irietl— Rochecliffe's  apartments,  and  the  yet  far- 
ther pla«'es  of  sei.'recy  V 

"Alas!"  said  Albert,  "I  know  them  only  by  name. 
My  father  was  sworn  to  confide  them  to  out  one 
mail,  and  he  had  chosen  Rochecliffe." 

"1  prefer  taking  the  field  to  any  hiding-hole  in 
England,"  said  the  King.  "Could  1  butfino  my  way 
to  this  hut  where  the  nors(.>8  are,  I  would  try  what 
arguments  whip  and  spur  could  use  to  get  them  to 
the  rendezvous,  where  I  am  to  meet  Sir  Thomas  Ac- 
land  and  fresh  cattle.  Come  with  me.  Colonel  I^ec, 
and  li>t  us  run  for  it.  The  roundheads  have  bent  us 
in  battle;  but  if  it  come  to  a  walk  or  a  race,  f  think 
I  can  »how  which  has  the  best  mettle." 

"But  then,"  said  Albert,  "we  lose  all  the  time 
which  may  otherwise  be  gained  by  the  defence  of 
this  house— leaving  none  here  but  my  poor  Cather,  in- 


capable from  his  state  of  doing  any  thing;  and  yoo 
will  be  instantly  pursued  by  fresh  norscs,  while  oun 
are  unfit  for  the  road.— Oh,  where  b  the  villain  Joo^ 
line !" 

"What  can  have  become  of  Doctor  RochclifieT* 
said  Alice;  "he  that  is  so  ready  with  advice — when 
can  they  be  gone  ?  Oh,  if  my  lather  could  but  roniB 
himself!" 

"  Your  father  is  roused,"  said  Sir  Henry,  rising  and 
stepping  up  to  them  with  all  the  energy  of  full  mao- 
hood  in  his  countenance  and  motions— "  I  did  bat 
gather  my  thoughts— for  when  did  there  fail  a  Let 
when  his  King  needed  counsel  or  aid  1"  He  then  be- 
gan to  speak,  with  the  ready  and  distinct  utterance  of  a 
general  at  the  head  of  an  army,  ordering  every'  motiM 
for  attack  and  defence — unmoved  himself,  and  hv 
own  energy  compelling  obedience,  and  that  cheerfid 
obedience,  from  all  who  heard  him.  "  Daughter,"  ht 
said,  "  beat  up  dame  Jellieot— Let  Phcebe  nse,  if  dit 
were  dying,  and  secure  doors  and  windows." 

"That  hath  been  done  regularly  since— we  hats 
been  thus  far  honoured,"  said  his  daughter,  lookmg 
at  the  King,— "yet,  let  them  go  ihrougti  the  cliatn- 
bers  once  more.  And  Alice  retired  to  give  the  or- 
ders, and  presently  returned. 

The  old  knight  proceeded,  in  the  same  decided  tone 
of  promptitude  and  despatch—"  Which  is  your  fint 
stage  ?" 

Gray's— Rothebury,  by  Henley,  where  Sir  Thch 
mas  Acland  and  young  Knolles  are  to  have  horKsin 
readiness,"  said  Albert ;  "  but  how  to  get  there  with 
our  weary  cattle !" 

"  Trust  me  for  that,"  said  the  knight ;  and  proceed- 
ing with  the  same  tone  of  authority—"  Your  Miyeity 
must  instantly  to  Joceline's  lodgej"  he  said,  "there 
are  your  horses  and  your  means  of  flight.  The  secret 
places  of  this  house,  well  managed,  will  keep  the 
relR'l  dogs  in  play  two  or  three  hours  good — ^Roche- 
cliHc  is,  I  fear,  kidnapped,  and  his  Independent  hath 
betrayed  him— Would  1  had  judged  the  villain  better! 
I  would  have  struck  him  through  at  one  of  our  tiiali 
of  fence,  with  an  unhated  weapon,  as  Will  says.— 
But  for  your  guide  when  on  horseback,  half  a  Bow- 
shot from  Joceiine's  hut  is  that  of  old  Martin  the  ver- 
durer ;  he  is  a  score  of  years  older  than  I,  but  asfreah 
as  an  old  oak— beat  up  his  quarters,  and  let  him  ride 
with  you  for  death  and  life.  He  will  guide  you  to 
your  relay,  for  no  fox  that  ever  earthed  m  the  Chan 
knows  the  country  so  well  for  seven  leagues  around." 

"  E.xex?Ik'nt,  my  dearest  father,  excellent,"  said  Al- 
bert ;  "I  had  forgot  Martin  the  verdurer." 

"Young  men  forget  all,"  answered  the  knight— 
"Alas,  that  the  limbs  should  fail,  when  the  ond 
which  can  best  direct  them— is  come  perhaps  to  ill 
wisest !" 

"  But  the  tired  horses,"  said  the  Kiner— "coald  we 
not  get  fresh  cattle  ?" 

"Impo.ssible  at  this  time  of  night,"  answered  Sir 
Henry ;  "  but  tired  horses  may  do  much  with  care 
and  looking  to."  He  went  hastily  to  the  catHnet 
which  stood  in  one  of  the  oriel  windows,  and  searched 
for  something  in  the  drawers,  pulling  out  one  after 
another. 

"  We  lose  time,  father,"  said  Albert,  afraid  that  the 
intelligence  and  energy  which  the  old  man  displaced 
had  been  but  a  temporary  flash  of  the  lamp,  which 
was  about  to  relapse  into  evening  twilight. 

"Go  to,  sir  Hoy,"  said  his  father  sharply;  "ia  it  Ar 
thee  to  tax  me  in  this  presence !— Know,  that  weretht 
whole  roundheads  that  are  out  of  hell  m  prosent  a^ 
scmblage  round  W^oodstock,  I  could  aena  away  wA 
Royal  Hope  of  England  by  a  way  that  the  wtscfltof 
them  could  never  guess.— Alice,  my  love,  ask  noqoe^ 
tions,  but  speed  to  the  kitchen,  and  fetch  a  slice  or  twe 
of  beef,  or  better  of  venison ;  cut  them  long,  and  thi^ 
d'ye  mark  me" 

"  This  is  wandering  of  the  mind,"  aaid  Albeit 
apart  to  the  King.  "We  do  him  wrong,  and  yonr 
Majesty  harm,  to  listen  to  him." 

*^I  think  otherwise,"  said  Alice,  "and  I  know  ay 
father  better  than  you."  So  saying,  she  left  the  roooh 
to  fulfil  her  father's  orders. 

"1  think  so,  too,"  said  Charlca— "  in  Sootiand,  iIm 
Preabyterian  ministers,  when   thundering  in  tfaar 
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>wn  Mm  and  ihoao  of  my  hou 
a  II  me  la  my  face  JcroboBnt,  ( 
■tich  name  for  folio 


iPfllora-Oddflfixh.  I  will 


nkf  ihai  of  llie 
e  of  llial  noUe 


EftpATM  of 

Given  fmin 
bicfoi 


,r  Henri'  hod  found  ;irhii1 
Mt  rordifll  spicei,  niiird  wi 


,he  fp«d  of  fiJWn  milti 

pltiir  God.  Ihe  fuuxh  of  ihe  lime  plm 
an&ly— what  remains  may  be  usffi 
•cmion.  3Iarlin  knows  how  lo  ai 
ud  Albert'*  weaty  caiile  ahall  be 
|Dii!v  lor  Icn  miouies.  in  runninR  lo 
m  eld  Will  aaya— nay.  waaic  no  timi 


idv,  if  walked 
II  ipFTch,  your 


„ f  co>«  is  clear.  Albcrl. 

lEt  his  HajeBiy  set  off  inelBiitly— We  will  pUy 
■J  i-aru  IpW  ill.  if  any  lako  ihe  cha»e  after  him  Ibi 
ttitt  two  hciura  ihat  are  belwecn  niGhl  and  ilny— 
^ban^  dresaea,  aa  you  proponed,  m  yond^  aleep- 
isiapailment— KimeiniuRitiaybe  mndeofthai  loo." 
^BLi  good  Sir  Henry,"  aaid  ihe  Kinj?,  '■yoiirieal 
"wrlooks  B  principal  point.  I  have,  indeed,  come 
hm  ihe  under-kecpri'B  hilt  you  mention  lo  ibi*  pit 
kui  it  BB*  by  dayliRhi.  and  under  piidanee— I  b1 
KTtr  End  mv  way  thither  in  uiler  dorknecB.  ; 
■ilboul  a  Kuide— I  fear  you  muBl  IcI  the  Colonel 
r,\h  me  i  and  I  entreat  and  rommsnd,  you  will 
rooTielf  to  no  irouble  or  ri«k  to  defend  the  horn 
■nly  malie  what  delay  you  can  in  ihowinR  its  bo 


And,  hnrk  you,  do  not  think  of  » 

flay  at  the  verdurer'a  with  his  I 

Chaw  will  ahortly  he  filled  with  o_. 

hatever  chanccB  here  you  will  Ivam  enrly  eoough  in 

"And  whm  ii  it  I  may  then  leam?"  raid  Alie*- 
.4Ibh.  wbucan  irln—O.dmrrBl  father,  let  mealar 
ml  thnre  yuul'  Aili' !  I  will  pull  off  the  iimorous  wo- 
lan,  and  liplil  tat  llw  Kin^',  if  it  be  neetaaary.  Bui— 
.  rannul  think  of  bMumiii;]  liiaonlv  uiicndanl  in  the 
jatk  nielli,  and  ifaTondi  a  road  eo  kinely," 

"Huir!'  laid  ibe  kniiibt,  raifing  his  voicp',  "do 
jou  brinK  ceremoniiiua  and  «illy  Brruples  forward, 
tfhcn  ihp  Ems  ■  mfrlv,  niv,  iiinlifp,  is  at  atakeT  By 
thiB  mark  of  )iiyall]\''^atnikinK  hiH  Kmv  beard  aa  he 
eimkf,  "couldltbuiH  lliau  wcrl  other  than  becomea 

a  dnunhtcr  of  llw  Imiuk  of  Lets  I  would" 

At  Ibis  moment  ihc  Kinp  and  AlbtTt  intenuplcd 
Him  by  entering  ihe  apannient.  liavinR  cichartged 
dresBca,  and,  frum  their  alnlure,  bearinR  aonie  reaem- 
blancc  In  each  other,  lliough  Charlea  was  cvtdcntl|r  a 
l)lain.  and  L«  a  handsome  yaune  man.    Their  Cain- 

Slriiona  were  difleront;  but  the  ditference  could  not 
e  immediately  noticed.  Albert  having  adopted  a  bladi 
pcnike,  and  darkened  hi*  eyebrows. 

Albert  Ler  walked  nul  lo  the  front  of  iha  maniion, 
to  Riveuneium  around  the  LodRe.  in  iirder  lo  diacover 
in  what  direction  any  enemies  mif;ht  be  approachinfii 
ihnt  they  mijiht  jud^  of  Ihe  rond  which  il  wa* 
(afeai  for  ihe  royal  fuRiiive  to  adopt.  .Mean  while  ihe 
ill  Kino,  who  WQB  first  in  cnlenni; 'be  apartment,  had 
'  '    nnftry  onewcrwhich  theoldkniftbt 


— ,,  -ny  royal  and  liejte  Sovereij 
'  but  Albert  mv'l  ivimin  *,«*.  n 
Hejeaiy 


id  Alir^ 


Sit  Henry,  "but 

Aill  Kuide  your  Hejeaiy  lo  Joceli 
•eri." 

'  Alice  !"  aaid  Charles,  alepping  back  in  purpriBr — 
whv.  it  ia  dark  ni^t-and-and-and-^  He 
■Iniiiid  hia  eye  toward*  AUcr,  who  had  by  thia  lime 
irumnl  to  the  apanmcnt,  and  saw  doubt  and  appte- 
btoeon  in  her  look :  an  intimation,  that  the  reaerve 
■bier  which  he  had  plan-d  hIa  diapOMtion  for  sal- 
ianr, since  iheinominicoftbeprapDBRd  duel.hadiiot 
ilivgiilheri-flact'd  the  recollection  of  hiiprcTiouscon- 
iia.  He  haattncd  to  put  a  strung  ncffative  upon  n 
BtfvHl  which  appcBTM  ao  much  lo  embanass  bet. 
'It  la  im^aaibli^  fur  mc,  indeed.  Sir  Henry,  lu  ua« 
"■''• ice*— 1  mual  walk  as  if  bloodbounda  were 


ihe  dignity 

when  he  etiose  it 


rhc  placed  in  un  uiiplcnaant  eituaiion  on  my  account. 

'     [n  too  well  acquainted  wiib  woods  and  wiUer- 

>fa  to  fenr  losing  my  way  among  my  native  oaka 

Vour  Majfsiy  shall  not  incur  the  danger,"  said 
Alice,  her  temporary  heailalion  rnlinly  removed  by 
-■--  --Ini.  clear,  nndcanriidmanner  in  which  Cbarlea 
I  these  last  worde.    "You  shall  run  no  ririi 
id  the  iiiibappy  chances  of  the 


Knirbui*. 

"Aliee  ahall  trip  it."  said  ibe  knisht. 
mieh  m  Oxfordshire:  and  what  wuuli 
JMii's  best  speed  avail,  if  you  knew  nol 

t>r 

"Nay,  nav.  Sir  Henry,"  continued  the 
Kibl  is  too  dmk— we  itay  luo  long— I  »iii  mm  •• 

"Lose  no  time  in  exchanenx  your  dreaa  with 
inkrt,-\said  Sit  Henry-"  leave  me  to  lake  care  of 

Cbarlea,.  atill  inclined  to  eipostulatc,  withdrew, 
baaever,  into  the  aparlment  where  young  Lee  anil 
htwtre  TO  exchange  clolhesi  while  .Sir  Henry  aaid  to 
kBdiDghier.  "  Gel  ihec  a  cloak,  wench,  and  put  on 
ftyihldeat  khoca.  Thou  miKhiest  have  ridden  Pixii' 
Nl  be  IS  aotntihing  apirited,  and  ihou  art  a  tiiniil 
■mewoman,  and  ever  wen  so— the  only  wcakneai  1 
■veknuwaof  Ihce." 

■BuL  my  (Bihtr,''  said  Alice,  fixing  her  eye*  very 
■ineailyon  Sir  Henry's  face,  "must  1  really  fwaUinc 
vifa  The  KinR  1  might  not  rhoibe,  or  dame  Jcllicot, 

-  >u— no— no,"   anawered   Sir  Hcnryi  '' Phrebf, 


t^S, 
King,  "the 


ai(bi,  and  I 


in  fit*  11 


Jdiarm  for~  hyaftrics— Dame  Jcllii-  

riawaaDbrokcn-wiDdrd  tnare— beBide^hcrdeafneB». 
mn  ihere  occasioD  to  apeak  io  her— No— no — yoi 
Alllsoalone— and  entitle  youraalf  tobaveil  wriltai 
njov  tomb,  'Herali***"  wboatvedlheKiDir- 


dauglite 


iir  company  is  giv 


my  company,  let  ua  awajr 
ith  good-will,  I  accept 


-  „.- — .    ... ..- monarch. 

Vilhiigly,"  ahe  naid,  "moft  willingly,    Leimebe 
)f  the  firel  to  show  thai  zeal  and  ihai  confidence, 
Il  I  ttuiil  all  Knclnnd  will  one  day  emuloualy 
ay  in  behalf  of  your  Mnjealy." 
le  uttered  ihese  words  with  nn  alacnly  of  spirit, 

made  the  trifling  change  of  habii  wiih  a  speed 

and  dexioriiy,  which  showid  thai  all  her  fi-aia  were 
gone,  and  that  her  hcarl  was  entirely  in  the  niisaoB 

l:,l  1...  ,_.!....  L_  J  ,|t,p„,cl]e,(  her. 

...    said  Albert  Lee,  showing  hin- 
ikc  which  paseage  you  will— ibe 


Clioi 


is  the  I 


'liilly  nn  lo  Sir  Henry  Lee  eta 

115  uriimiMir,  miu  ii-uk  bimfiy  Ihe  hand.—  I  am  loo 
iroud  10  make  prufecsions,  he  said,  "whiebl  msir 
«  loo  poor  ever  to  realize.  But  while  L'liarirs  Siew- 
irt  live',  he  lives  the  ubliRcd  and  indebted  debtor  of 
iir  Henry  Lee." 

"  Say  not  so,  plraBC  your  Majealy,  say  nol  so,"  es- 
'Inimeit  the  old  man,  strugyhng  with  the  hyslcrical 
lobs  which  rose  to  his  ihruat.  "He  who  might  claim 
ill.  rnnnol  become  indebted  by  accepting  some  small 

"  Farewell,  e°od  friend,  farewell  1"  said  the  Ring; 
'  think  of  mc  as  a  foii,  a  btoihtr  to  Albert  and  To 
'    ady  impatient.    Oin  mc  a 

nclwgon  " 
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MajeBty."  said  Sir  Henry,  kneeling  and  turning  hia 
reverend  face  and  claspcid  hands  up  to  Heaven— 
"The  Lord  of  Hosts  bless  you,  and  save  your  3Iti- 
jesty  from  your  present  dangers,  and  bring  you  in  his 
own  jROod  time  to  the  safe  possession  or  tnc  crown 
that  IS  your  due !" 

Charles  received  his  blessin""  like  that  of  a  father, 
and  Alice  and  lie  departed  on  their  journey. 

As  they  left  the  apartment,  the  old  knight  let  his 
hands  sink  gontly  as  he  concluded  this  fervent  ejacu- 
lation, his  head  sinking  at  the  same  time.  His  son 
dared  not  disturb  his  meditation,  yet  feared  the  strength 
of  his  feelings  might  overcome  that  of  his  constitution, 
and  that  ho  miglit  fall  into  a  swoon.  At  length,  he 
ventured  to  approach  and  gradually  touch  him.  The 
old  knight  started  to  his  foot,  nnu  was  at  once  the 
same  afert,  aciivc-minded,  forecasting  director,  which 
he  had  shown  himself  a  little  before. 

"You  are  right,  boy."  he  .said,  "we  must  be  up 
and  doing.  They  lie,  tlic  roundheadod  traitors,  that 
call  him  dissolute  and  worthless!  He  hath  feelings 
worthy  the  son  of  the  blessed  Martyr.  You  saw, 
even  in  the  extremity  of  danger,  he  would  have  pe- 
rilled his  safety,  rather  than  take  Alice's  guidance, 
when  the  silly  wench  seemed  in  doubt  about  going. 
Profligacy  is  mtensely  selfish,  and  thinks  not  of  the 
feelings  of  others.  But  hast  thou  drawn  bolt  and 
bar  after  them  1  I  vow  I  scarce  saw  when  they  left 
the  hall." 

"  I  let  them  out  at  the  little  postern,"  said  the  Col- 
onel; "and  when  I  returned,  I  was  afraid  I  had 
found  you  ill." 

"Joy,  joy,  only  joy,  Albert— I  cannot  allow  a  thought 
of  doubt  to  cross  my  breast.  God  will  not  desert  the 
descendant  of  a  hundred  kings— the  rightful  Heir 
will  not  be  given  up  to  the  rufHans.  There  was  a  tear 
in  his  eye  as  ho  took  leave  of  me— I  am  sure  of  it 
Wouldst  not  die  for  him,  l)oy?" 

**  If  I  lay  mv  life  down  for  him  to-night,"  said  Al- 
bert, "  I  would  only  regret  it,  because  I  should  not 
hear  of  his  escape  to-morrow." 

"Well.letustothisgear,"  said  the  knight ;  "think'st 
thou  tliat  thou  know'st  enough  of  his  manner,  clad 
as  thou  art  in  his  dress,  to  induce  the  women  to  be- 
lieve thee  to  be  the  paue  Kemeguy  ?" 

"Umph,"  replied  Albert,  "it  is  not  easy  to  bear  out 
a  personification  of  the  King,  when  women  arc  in  the 
case.  But  there  is  only  a  very  little  light  below,  and 
I  can  try." 

"Do  so  instantiv,"  said  his  father  >  "the  knaves 
will  be  here  prewnlly." 

Albert  accordingly  left  the  apartment,  while  the 
knight  continued—  If  the  women  be  actually  persua- 
ded that  Kerneguy  is  still  here,  it  will  add  strength  to 
my  plot— the  beagles  will  open  on  a  false  scent,  and 
the  royal  stag  be  safe  in  cover  ere  thev  regain  the 
slot  ot^ him.    Then  to  draw  them  on  from  hiding- 

Elace  to  hiding-i>lace !  Why,  the  east  wUl  be  gray 
eibre  they  have  sought  the  half  of  them!— Yes,  I 
will  play  at  bob-cherry  with  them,  hold  the  bait  to 
their  nose  which  they  arc  never  to  jzomc  upon  ! 
I  will  drag  a  trail  for  them  which  will  take  them 
aome  time  to  puzzle  out.— But  at  what  cost  do  I  do 
this  1"  continued  the  old  knight,  internipting  his  own 
joyous  soliloquy- "Oh,  Absalom,  Absalom,  my  son  I 
my  son !— But  let  him  go ;  he  can  but  die  as  his  fath- 
ers have  died,  and  in  the  cause  for  which  they  lived. 
But  he  comes— Hush !— Albert,  hast  thou  succeeded  ? 
hast  thou  taken  royalty  upon  thee  so  as  to  pass 
current  ?" 

"I  have,  air,"  replied  Albert;  "the  women  will 
swear  that  Louis  Kerneguy  was  in  the  house  this 
very  last  minute." 

'Right,  for^they  are  good  and  faithful  creatures," 
said  the  knight,  "and  would  swear  what  was  for  his 
Majesty's  safety  at  any  rate ;  yet  they  will  do  it  with 
more  nature  and  effect,  if  they  believe  they  are 
swearing  tnirh.— How  didst  thou  impress  the  deceit 
upon  them  T 

"  By  a  trifling  adoption  of  the  royal  manner,  sir, 
not  worth  mentioning." 

"Out,  rogue  I"  replied  the  knight  "I  fear  the 
Kin|r8  character  will  suffer  under  your  mummery." 

"*  Um]>h,"  said  Albert,  muttering  what  he  dand  not 


utter  aloud—"  were  I  to  follow  the  example  close  Uf, 
I  know  whose  character  would  be  in  the  greatest 
danger." 

"VVell,  now  we  must  adjust  the  defence  of  tlw 
outworks,  the  signals,  &c.  betwixt  us  both,  and  ths 
best  way  to  baftlo  the  enemv  for  the  longest  tint 
possible.^'  He  then  again  had  recourse  to  the  secnl 
drawers  of  his  cabinet,  and  pulled  nut  a  piece  of 
parchment,  on  which  was  a  plan.    "This,"  said  hs 

is  a  scheme  of  the  citadel,  as  I  call  it  which  mtif 
hold  out  long  enough  after  you  have  been  forced  to 
evacuate  the  places  of  retreat  you  arc  already  s» 
quainted  with.  The  ranger  was  always  sworn  19 
ket^p  this  plan  secret,  save  from  one  person  only,  m 
case  of  sudden  death,- Let  us  sit  down  and  study  it 
together." 

I'hey  accordingly  adjusted  their  mea.«urcs  in  t 
manner  which  will  better  show  it.solf  from  what 
afterwards  took  place,  than  were  we  to  state  ths 
various  schemes  which  they  proposed,  and  provisioos 
made  against  events  that  uia  not  arrive. 

At  length  young  Lee,  armed  and  provided  widi 
some  food  and  liquor,  took  leave  of  his  father,  and 
went  and  shut  himself  up  in  Victor  Leo's  apartment 
from  which  was  an  o]:>cning  to  the  labyrinth  (I 
private  apartments,  or  hiding-places,  that  hud  serrai 
the  associates  so  well  in  the  fantastic  tricks  vehkk 
they  had  plaj'cd  off  at  the  expense  of  the  Commit 
sioners  of  the  C*ommonwealth. 

"I  trust,"  said  Sir  Henry,  sitting  down  by  hii 
defk,  aHer  having  taken  a  tender  farewell  of  his  so& 
"  that  Rochcclifl'e  has  not  blabbed  out  the  secret  m 
the  plot  to  yonder  fellow  Tomkins,  who  was  not 
unlikely  to  prate  of  it  out  of  school.— But  here  ami 
seated— perhaps  for  the  last  time,  with  my  Bible  OB 
the  one  hand,  and  old  Will  on  the  other,  prepant 
thank  God,  to  die  as  I  have  lived.- 1  marvel,  thsf 
come  not  yet "  he  said,  af^er  waiting  for  some  tims* 
"I  always  thought  the  devil  had  a  smarter  tpar  10 
give  his  agents,  when  they  were  upon  his  own 
cial  service." 

CHAPTER  XXIIL 

But,  MO,  hill  ftcc  is  blank,  and  ftoll  of  blood: 

Hi«  eyebalU  fUrtlinr  out  than  when  he  lived, 

Staring  fUll  fhaBtly  like  a  stranirlcd  man  ; 

Hii  liair  uprnar'd.  hi«noiitriIri  atretch'd  with  alniffgliagi 

Hi*  hand«  abroad  diaplar'd,  a*  one  who  gra«p'd 

And  tuf  >'d  for  life,  but  waa  by  itrenFth  rabducd. 

Ilentf  VI  Part  a 

Had  those  whose  unpleasant  visit  Sir  Henry 
pected  come  straight  to  the  Lodge,  instead  of  staying 
for   three  hours  at  Woodstock,   they  would  navs 
secured  their  prey.    But  the  Familist,  partly  to  pn- 
vent  the  King's  escape,  partly  to  render  himseUfof 
more  importance  in  the  aflair,  had  represented  ths 
party  at  the  Lodge  as  being  constantly  on  the  sJei^ 
and  had  therefore  inculcated  upon  Cromwell  ths 
ncces.sity  of  his  remaining  quiet  until  he  (Tomkins) 
should  appear  to  give  him  notice  that  the  nonsehoU 
were  retired  to  rest.   On  this  condition  he  undertooki 
not  only  to  discover  the  apartment  in  which  the  un- 
fortunate Charles  slept,  but,  if  possible^  to  find  s 
mode  of  fastening  the  door  on  the  outsicle,  so  as  to 
der  flight  impossible.   He  had  also  promised  tose 
the  key  of  a  postern,  by  which  the  soldiers  might  In 
admitted  intothe  house  without  exciting  alarm.  Nm 
the  matter  might,  by  means  of  his  local  knowled|04 
be  managed,  as  he  represented  it,  with  such  secun^i 
that  he  would  undertake  to  place  his  Excelleney,  or 
whomsoever  he  might  appoint  for  the  service;  by  thi-' 
side  of  Charles  Stewart's  bed,  ere  he  had  sh|t 
ofT  the  last  night's  claret    Above  all,  he  had  stals^ 
that,  from  the  style  of  the  old  house,  there  wen 
many  passages  and  posterns  which  must  be  careftdlf 
guarded,  before  the  least  alarm  was  caught  by  thqsi 
within,  otherwise  the  success  of  the  whole  enteipriM 
might  be  endangered.     He  had  therefore  besought 
Cromwell  to  wait  for  him  at  the  village,  if  he  foood 
him  not  there  on  his  arrival ;  and  assured  him  that 
the  marching  and  countermarching  of  aoldiers  wai 
at  present  so  common,  that  even  u  any  news  wen 
carried  to  the  Lodge  that  fresh  troops  bad  airhrsd 
in  the  borough,  so  ordinary  a  circumstance  wonU 
not  give  them  the  least  alann.    He  recomnModsA 
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tfait  the  aoldien  chosen  for  this  service  should  be 
Bxb  as  could  be  depended  upon— no  fainters  in  spirit 
-Hione  who  rum  back  from  Mount  Gilead  for  fear 
of  the  Amalekites*  but  men  of  war,  accustomed  to 
mikct  wtib  the  sword,  and  to  need  no  second  blow. 
FLnalH',  he  rnrcrsented,  that  it  would  be  wisely  done 
if  the  wnerai  should  put  Pearson,  or  any  other  officer 
vbom  he  could  compietoly  trust,  into  the  command  of 
die  detachment,  and  keep  his  own  person,  if  he  should 
lUnk  it  proper  to  attend,  secret  even  fmm  the  soldiers. 
AU  this  man*a  counsels  Cromwell  had  punctually 
feOoved.  He  had  travellfd  in  the  van  of  this  de- 
tKhiuent  of  one  hundred  picked  soldiers,  whom  he 
bd  wlected  for  the  service,  men  of  dauntless  reso- 
bbon,  bred  in  a  thousand  dangers,  and  who  were 
M^  ajrainst  all  feelini;s  of  hesiiatiou  and  compas- 
BO,  bv  the  d<*ep  and  gloomy  fanaticism  which  was 
their  chief  principle  of  action— men  to  whom,  as  their 
Gcnral,  and  no  less  as  the  chief  among  the  Elect, 
^  ooinmands  of  OUver  were  like  a  commission 
ftomibe  Deity. 

Gmt  and  deep  was  the  Generars  mortification  at 
^  Doezpectcd  absence  of  the  personage  on  whose 
Ipocr  he  so  confidently  reckoned,  and  many  conjec- 
1DB  oe  formed  as  to  the  cause  of  such  mysterious 
cmdoct.    Sometimes  he  thought  Tomkins  had  been 
oitRoine  by   liquor,   a  frailty  to  which  Cromwell 
kiev  him  to  be  addicted ;  and  when  he  held  thip  opi- 
nion, he  dlscharue-d  his  wrath  in  maledictions,  which, 
cfadifTercnt  kind  from  the  wild  oaths  and  curses  of 
Ae  cavaliers,  had  yet  in  them  as  much  blasphemy, 
■d  more  determined  malevolence.    At  other  times 
Wiboaght  some  unexpected  alarm,  or  perhaps  some 
fanken  cavalier   revel,  had  caused  the  family  of 
Woodftock  Lodge  to  make  later  hours  than  usual. 
Tbihi«  conjecture,  which  appeared  the  most  probable 
rfinv.  bis  mind  often  recurn'd  ;  and  it  was  the  hope 
^Tomkins  would  still  appear  at  tiic  rendezvous, 
liuch  induced  him  to  remain  at  tiie  borou/^h,  anxious 
to  receive  commimication  from  his  emissary',   and 
iSsid  of  end.ingerin;^  the  success  of  the  enterprise  by 
icvprfmaturf;  exertion  on  his  own  pan. 
n  'he  mean  time,  Cromwell,  finding  it  no  longer 
3««ible  lo  conceal  his  personal  presence,  disr>osed  of 
nrn  rl:inj(  so  as  to  be  ready  at  n  minute's  notice. 
Hi!f  hin  soldiers  he  caused  to  dismount,  and  had 
tb  horws  put  into  quarters;  the  other  half  were  di- 
rKtfd  to  k-«:p  their  horses  saddled,  and  themselves 
rady  To  mount  at  an  instant's  warning.    The  men 
•eri>  broukrht  into  the  house  by  turns,  and  had  some 
nicshmeiit.  leavins  a  sutficient  giiardon  the  horses, 
tkirh  wAf  changt-d  from  time  to  time. 
Thos  CiOiiiwcll  waited  with  no  little  uncertainty, 
^im  cast  ni;  an  anxious  eye  upon  Colonel  Rverarn, 
^  be  su.^ncctcd,  could,  if  he  choso  ir,  well  supply 
%^acenf  nu«  absent  confidant.    Rverard  endured 
ihlf  ealmlv,  with  unaltered  countenance,  and  brow 
nmher  rufHed  nor  dejected. 

JUnight  at  hmj^th  tolled*  and  it  became  necessary 
imke  some  decisive  step.  Tomkins  might  have 
keen  treacherous ;  or,  a  suspicion  whieh  approached 
man  near  to  the  reahty,  his  intrigue  might  have  been 
cacftvcTcd,  and  he  himself  murdered,  or  kidnapped,  by 
I3C  vengeful  royalists.  In  a  word,  if  anv  use  was  to 
be  madi;  of  the  chanc*  which  fortune  an()rde(l  of  se- 
rjing  the  most  formidable  claimant  of  the  supreme 
pMTvr,  which  he  already  aimed  at,  no  farther  time 
VIS  to  be  lost.  He  at  length  gave  orders  to  Pearson 
^gei  the  men  under  arms — ho  dirwrted  him  conctrn- 
JB|the  mode  of  forming  them,  and  that  they  should 
■vch  with  the  utmost  pos.tihie  silence;  or,  ns  it  was 
ipvra  out  in  the  orders,  "  Even  as  Gideon  marched  in 
■irace,  when  he  went  down  against  the  camp  of  the 
X^dianites,  with  only  Phurah  his  servant.  Pernd- 
•eamre,"  continue*!  tnis  strange  document,  "we  too 
Dirl^am  of  what  yonder  Midianitcs  have  dreamed." 
A  nngle  patrol,  followed  by  a  corporal  and  five 
Hady.  eipi-ri.-  need  s^)ldi»jrj«,  formed  the  advanced 
CHra  of  rhe  parry ;  then  followed  the  main  l)ody.  A 
nirsuard  often  men  guanlH  Everard  and  the  minis- 
'«r.  Cromwell  rwiuirf  d  the  attendance  of  the  former, 
»!i  might  be  necessary  to  examine  him.  or  confront 
bim  with  others ;  and  ho  earned  Master  Holdcuough 
*hk  him,  because  be  misht  escape  if  left  lichind,  ond 


Cerhaps  raise  some  tumult  in  the  village.  The  Pres- 
yterians,  though  they  not  only  concurred  with,  but 
led  the  way  in  the  civil  war,  were  at  its  conclusion 
highly  dissatisfied  with  the  ascendency  of  the  military 
sectaries,  and  not  to  be  trusted  as  cordial  agents  in 
anv  thin';  where  their  interest  was  concerned.  The 
infantry  being  disposed  of  as  we  have  noticed,  marched 
off  from  the  left  of  their  line,  Cromwell  and  Pearson, 
both  on  foot,  keeping  at  the  head  of  the  centre,  or 
main  body  of  the  detachment.  They  were  all  armed 
with  petronels,  short  guns  similar  to  the  modern  cara- 
bine, and,  like  them,  u.«ed  by  hors^Mnm.  They  marched 
in  the  most  prof«)und  silence  and  with  the  utmost  re- 
gularity, the  whole  body  moving  like  one  man. 

About  one  hundred  yards  behind  the  rearmost  of 
the  dismounted  party,  came  the  troopers  who  re- 
mained on  horseback  ;  and  it  seemed  as  if  even  the 
irrational  animals  were  sensible  to  Cromwell's  orders, 
for  the  horses  did  not  neigh,  and  even  appeared  to 
place  their  fe<M  on  the  earth  cautiously,  and  with  leas 
noise  than  usual. 

Their  leader,  full  of  anxious  thoughts,  never  spoke, 
save  to  enforce  l>y  whispers  his  caution  respecting 
silence,  while  the  men,  surprised  and  delifchteu  to  find 
themselves  under  the  cximmand  of  their  renowned 
General,  and  destined,  doubtless,  for  some  secret  sot- 
vice  of  high  import,  used  the  utmost  precaution  in 
attending  to  his  reiterated  orders. 

They  marchwl  down  the  .•^trwt  of  the  little  borough 
in  the  order  we  have  mentioned.  Few  of  the  towns- 
men were  abroari ;  and  one  or  two,  who  had  pro- 
tracttd  the  orgies  of  the  evening  to  that  unusual 
hour,  were  too  happy  to  escape  the  notice  of  a  strong 
party  of  soldiers,  wlio  often  acted  in  the  charocter  of 
police,  to  inquire  about  their  purpose  for  being  under 
arms  so  late,  or  the  route  which  they  were  pursuing. 

The  exl( mal  gate  of  the  Clias«i  had,  ever  since  the 
party  had  arrived  at  Woodstock,  hern  strictly  guarded 
by  three  file  of  troopers  to  cut  oflall  communication 
between  the  Lodg(»  and  the  town.  Spittin*,  Wild- 
rake's  emissary,  who  had  often  hf-en  a-bird nesting, 
or  on  similar  inisfhievous  excursions  in  the  forest, 
had  evad«  d  these  men's  vigilance  by  cljmbinjj  over  a 
breach,  with  which  he  was  well  acquainted,  in  a  dif- 
ferent part  of  the  wall. 

Bet  WWII  this  party  and  the  advanced  guard  of 
Cromwell's  detachment,  a  whispered  chjdlenge  was 
exchansed,  according  to  the  nih;s  of  discipline.  The 
infantr>'  entered  the  Park,  and  were  followed  by  tho 
cavairr,  who  were  directed  to  avoid  the  hard  road, 
and  ri(io  as  much  ns  jKissiblc  upon  the  turf  which  bor- 
dered on  the  avenue.  Here,  too,  an  additional  precau- 
tion was  used,  a  file  or  two  of  foot  soldiers  being  de- 
tached to  search  the  woods  on  either  hand,  and  make 
prisoner,  or,  in  the  event  of  resistance,  put  to  death,  any 
whom  iney  might  find  lurking  there,  under  what  pre- 
tence soever. 

Mean  while  the  weather  began  to  show  itself  as 
propitious  to  Cromwell,  as  he  had  found  most  inci- 
dents in  the  course  of  his  successful  career.  The  gray 
mist  which  had  hitherto  obscured  every  thing,  and 
rendend  marching  in  the  wood  embarrassing  azid 
difficult,  had  now  given  wav  to  the  moon,  which, 
after  many  efforts,  at  length  forced  her  way  through 
the  vapour,  and  hung  her  dim  dull  cresset  in  the  hea- 
vens, which  she  enlightenetl,  as  the  dying  lamp  of 
an  anchorite  does  the  cell  in  which  he  reposes.  Tho 
party  were  in  sight  of  the  front  of  the  palace,  when 
Holdenough  whisjiered  to  Everard,  as  they  walked 
near  each  other— "See  ye  not—yonder  flutters  tho 
mysterious  light  in  the  turret  of  the  incontinent  Ro- 
samond? Thi.'i  night  will  try  whether  the  devil  of 
the  Sectaries  or  the  devil  ol  the  Malipnants  shall 
prove  the  stronper.  O.  sing  jubilee,  for  the  kingdom 
of  Satan  is  dividtd  against  ilstlf !" 

Here  the  divine  was  interruptetl  by  a  non-coinmis- 
sionc<l  officer,  who  came  hastily,  yet  with  noiseless 
steps,  to  say,  in  a  low  stern  whisper^— "Silence,  pn- 
soner  in  the  rear— silence,  on  pain  of  death. 

A  moment  afterwards  the  whole  party  stoppt^d  their 
inarch,  the  word  halt  being  passed  from  one  to  ano- 
ther, and  instanilv  ob«'ved. 

The  cause  of  this  inti?rruption  was  the  hasty  return 
of  one  of  the  flanking  party  to  the  main  body,  brin;;- 


las 


WOODSTOCK. 


[Chap.  XXXIIL 


mg  ncwfl  to  Cromwell  th&t  they  had  seen  a  light  in 
the  wood  at  some  distance  on  the  left 

"  What  can  i:  be  ?"  said  Cromwell,  his  low  stern 
voice,  even  in  a  whii^per,  making  itself  distinctly  heard. 
"  Does  ic  move  or  is  it  8tationar>'  T* 

"  So  far  as  we  can  judge,  it  moveth  not,"  answered 
the  trooper.  '*  Strange— there  is  no  cottage  near  the 
Bpoi  where  it  is  seen. 

"  So  please  your  Excellency,  it  may  be  a  device 
of  Sathan,"  said  Corporal  Humgudgeon,  snufHing 
through  his  nose ;  ^*  he  is  mighty  powerful  in  these 
parts  of  late." 

"So  please  your  idiocy,  thou  art  an  ass,"  said 
Cromwell ;  but,  instantly  recollecting  that  the  corpo- 
ral had  been  one  of  the  adjutators  or  tribunes  of  the 
common  soldiers,  and  was  therefore  to  be  treated 
'with  suitable  n.'spect,  he  said,  "  Nevertheless,  if  it  be 
the  device  of  Satan,  please  it  the  Lord  we  will  resist 
him,  and  the  foul  slave  shall  fly  from  us. — Pearson," 
he  said,  resuming  his  soldier-like  brevity,  *'  tnkc  four 
filc^  and  see  what  is  yonder— Xo — the  knaves  may 
flhnnk  from  thee.  Go  thou  straight  to  the  Lodse— 
invest  it  in  the  way  we  agreed,  so  that  a  bird  shall 
not  escape  out  of  it— form  an  outer  and  an  inward 
ring  of  sentinels,  but  give  no  alarm  until  I  come. 
Should  any  attempt  to  escape,  kill  them" — He  spoke 
that  command  with  terrible  emphasis.  "Kill  them 
on  the  spot,"  he  rc[)eated,  "be  they  who  or  what  they 
will.  Better  so  than  trouble  the  Commonwealth  with 
prisoners." 

Pearson  heard,  and  proceeded  to  obey  his  com- 
mander's orders. 

Mean  while,  the  future  Protector  disposed  the  small 
force  which  remained  with  him  in  such  a  manner, 
that  they  should  approach  from  different  points  at 
once  the  light  which  excited  his  suspicions,  and  gave 
them  orders  to  creep  as  near  to  it  as  they  could,  tak- 
mg  care  not  to  lose  each  other's  support,  and  to  be 
ready  to  rush  in  at  the  same  moment  when  he  should 
^vc  the  sign,  which  was  to  be  a  loud  whistle.  .Anx- 
ious to  ascertain  the  truth  wirh  his  own  eyes,  Crom- 
well, who  had  by  instinct  all  the  habits  of  military 
fpresight,  which,  in  others,  are  thd  result  of  profes- 
sional education  and  long  6xperiv=>n(.*o.  advanced  upon 
the  object  of  his  curiosity.  He  skulktd  from  tree  to 
tree  with  the  li-^ht  step  and  prowling  sagacity  of  an 
Indian  bush-fi.ijhter ;  and  before  any  of  his  men  had 
approached  so  near  as  to  descry  theui,  he  saw,  by  the 
lantern  which  was  placed  on  the  ground,  two  men, 
who  had  bL-cn  cnc^agod  in  digging  whrit  seemed  to  be 
an  ill-niadc  grave.  IS'ear  them  lay  extended  some-  i 
thing  wrnpped  in  a  deer's  hide,  wlunh  greatly  reseni-  i 
hied  the  dead  body  of  a  man.  They  8i)oke  together  | 
in  a  low  voice,  yot  svj  that  their  dangerous  auditor 
could  perf«Hrtly  overhear  what  tlioy  said. 

"It  is  done  at  Inst."  said  one;  "the  worst  and 
hardest  labour  I  evir  did  in  my  life.  I  l>elieve  there 
is  no  luck  about  mu  left.  My  vrr>'  arms  feel  as  if 
they  did  not  belong  to  me;  and,  strange  to  tell,  toil 
us  hard  as  I  would,  1  could  not  gather  warmth  in  my 
limbs." 

"I  have  warmed  me  enough,"  said  Rochcclifle, 
broa thing  short  witli  fatigue. 

"  But  the  cold  lies  at  my  heart.*'  said  Jrjceline;  "  I 
scarce  liopi;  ever  to  be  warm  again.  It.  is  strange, 
and  a  charm  s^cnis  to  Imi  on  us.  Here  have  we  been 
nigh  two  hours  in  doing  what  Digjren  the  sexton 
would  hav.^  done  to  helti-r  puryjoso  in  half  a  one." 

"  We  ari?  wretcheil  spade.<?nivn  enoueh,"  answered 
Doctor  RocheclifTe.  "  Every  man  to  his  tools— thou 
to  thy  bugle-horn,  and  I  to  my  papers  in  cipher.  But 
do  not  bo  discouraged  ;  it  is  the  frost  on  the  ground, 
and  the  number  of  roots,  which  n-nderetl  our  task 
difficult.  And  now,  all  due  rites  done  to  thi-^  unhap- 
py man,  and  having  read  over  him  the  service  of  the 
church,  raJcat  gnanlum^  let  us  lav  him  decently  in 
this  place  of  last  repf>st»:  there  wifl  be  small  lack  of 
him  above  :?round.  So  cheer  up  thy  head,  man.  like  a 
so!  litr  an  thou  art ;  wt:  have  read  the  service  over  his 
body ;  and  should  times  permit  it,  we  will  have  him 
removed  to  constH:rated  grotmd,  though  he  is  all  un- 
worthy of  such  f  ivrtur.  Hero,  help  nie  to  lay  him  in 
the  earth;  wo  will  drag  Utu'Th^  and  thorns  over  th.? 
spot,  when  we  hav?  siiovellcd  dust  upon  dust ;  anri  do 


thou  think  of  this  chance  more  manfully:  and 
ber,  thy  secret  is  in  thine  own  keeping. 

"I  cannot  answer  for  that,"  said  Joceline.— " lie* 
thinks  the  very  night  winds  among  the  leaves  will  lell 
of  what  we  nave  been  doing— inethinks  the  tmi 
themselves  will  say,  '  there  is  a  dead  corpse  ba 
among  our  roots.'  Witneasea  are  soon  foimd  what 
blood  nath  been  spilled." 

"They  are  so,  and  that  right  early,"  ezclainMd 
Cromwell,  starting  from  the  tiiicket,  laying  hold  oa 
Joceline,  and  putnng  a  pUtol  to  his  hcadT  At  any 
other  period  of  his  life,  the  forester  wY)uld,  etea 
against  the  odds  of  numbers,  have  made  a  despentt 
resistance ;  but  the  horror  he  had  felt  at  the  alaui^ 
ter  of  an  old  companion,  although  in  defence  of  na 
own  life,  together  with  fatigue  and  surprise,  had  alto- 
gether unmanned  him.  and  he  was  seized  as  easily  u 
a  sheep  is  secured  by  the  butcher.  Doctor  Boom' 
cliffe  ofl^en.'d  some  resistance,  but  was  presently  se- 
cured by  the  soldiers  who  pressed  around  him. 

"  Look,  some  of  you,"  said  Cromwell,  "  what  coipM 
this  is  upon  whom  these  lew^d  sons  of  Belial  hife 
done  a  murder— Corporal  Grace-be-here  Humgud- 
geon,  see  if  thou  knowest  the  face." 

"I  profess  I  do,  even  as  I  should  do  mine  own  int 
mirror,"  snuffled  the  corporal,  after  looking  on  the 
countenance  of  the  dead  man  by  the  help  of  the  lan- 
tern. "Of  a  verity  it  is  our  trusty  brother  in  the  faith, 
Josi^ph  Tomkms." 

"Tomkins!"  ojcdaimcd  Cromwell,  springing  for- 
ward and  satisf>'ing  himself  with  a  glance  at  the  fix- 
tures of  the  corpse!—"  Tomkins !— and  murdered,  u 
the  fracture  of  the  temple  intimates!— dogs  that  ye 
are,  confess  the  truth— Vou  have  murdered  him  be- 
cause you  have  discovered  his  treachery*— I  should 
say  his  true  spirit  towards  the  Commonwealth  of 
England,  and  his  hatred  of  those  cornplots  in  which 
yoii  would  have  engaged  his  honest  simplicity." 

"  Ay,"  said  Grace-be-here  Humgudgeon,  "  and  tbn 
to  misuse  his  dead  body  with  your  papistical  doctrines 
as  if  you  had  crammed  cold  norridge  into  its  cold 
mouth.  I  pray  thee,  General,  let  these  men's  bondi 
be  made  strong." 

"Forbear,  corporal,"  said  Cromwell;  "our  time 
presses.- Friend,  to  you,  whom  I  believe  to  be  Doe- 
tor  Anthony  Rochcclitfe  by  name  and  suniame,  I 
have  to  give  the  choice  of  being  han<;ed  at  day-break 
to-morrow,  or  making  atonement  for  the  murder  of 
one  of  the  Lord's  people,  by  telling  what  thou  know- 
est of  the  secrets  which  are  in  yonder  house." 

"Truly,  sir,"  replied  RocheclifTe,  "you  found  me 
but  in  my  duty  as  a  clei^'inan,  interring  the  dead} 
and  respecting  answering  your  questions,  I  am  deter- 
mined myself,  and  do  advise  my  fellow-sufTerer  oo 
this  iKJcasion" 

"  Remove  him,"  said  Cromwell ;  "  I  know  his  etiff> 
necke<iness  of  old,  though  I  have  made  him  plough  m 
my  furrow,  when  he  thought  he  was  turning  up  bia 
own  swathe— Remove  him  to  the  rear,  and  bring 
hither  the  other  fellow— Come  thou  here — this  way — 
closer— closer.— Corporal  Grace-l>e-here,  do  thouken 
thy  hand  upon  the  belt  w;ith  which  he  is  bound.  Wo 
must  take  care  of  our  life  for  the  sake  of  this  dia- 
tracted  eountr>-,  though,  lack-u-day,  for  its  own  pro- 
per worth,  wo  could  peril  it  for  a  pin's  point.— Xow, 
mark  me,  fellow,  choose  betwixt  buying  thy  life  bye 
full  confession,  or  beins  tucked  presently  up  to  one  of 
these  ohl  oaks— How  likest  thou  that  T 

"Tndy,  master,"  answered  the  under-keeper,  af- 
fectinq  more  rusticity  than  was  natural  to  him,  (for 
his  fr«.-quent  intercourse  with  Sir  Henry  Lee  had 
partly  softened  and  polished  his  manners^)  "I  thiiA 
the  oak  is  like  to  bear  a  lusty  acorn— that  is  all." 

"  Dally  not  with  me^  friend."  continued  Ohver;  "I 

Erofess  ro  thre  in  sincerity  I  am  no  trifler.  What  gueeti 
ave  you  seen  at  yonder  house  called  the  Lodge  T' 
"Many  a  brave  guest  in  my  day,  I'sc  warrant  jt^ 
master.'  said  Joceline.    "Ah,  to  see  how  the  chinh 
neys  used  to  smoke  some  twelve  years  back !  Ah,fli, 
a  sniff  of  it  would  have  dined  a  i)oor  man." 

"Out,  rascal!"  said  the  General,  "dost  thou  ietf 
nio  ?  Tell  me  at  ona^  what  guests  have  been  of  lait 
in  the  Lodge— and  look  thee,  fncnd,  be  ansurr^!,  thai 
in  rendering  me  this  satisfaction,  thou  sholt  not  only 
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rescac  thy  neck  from  the  halter,  but  render  also  an 
■eoH^ublie  senice  to  the  State,  and  one  which  I  will 
see  ntuoglv  rewarded.  For.  truly,  I  am  not  of  those 
who  woiua  have  the  rain  fall  onk  on  the  proud  and 
iiatelsr  plants,  but  rather  would  so  far  aa  my  poor 
wishes  and  prayera  are  concerned,  that  it  should  also 
&11  upon  the  lowlir  and  humble  fsrass  and  com.  that 
the  hisart  of  the  husbandman  may  be  rejoicetl,  and 
that  as  the  cedar  of  Lebanon  waxes  in  its  hciciit,  in 
id  boi^ha,  and  in  its  roots,  so  may  the  humble  and 
lowly  nyasop  that  growcth  upon  the  walls  flourish, 
iiid--aiia,  truly— Understand' St  thou  me,  knnve?" 


twang 

''Then,  in  one  word— thuu  knowest  there  is  one 
Louis  Kcmeguy,  ur  Camefto.  or  some  such  name,  in 
bain^  at  the  Lodee  yonder? 

"^lay,  sir,"  ipplied  the  undcr-ke^r,  "there  have 
been  many  cominc  and  going  since  >Yorcester-HcId ; 
sad  how  should  I  know  who  they  are  7— my  service 
iioac  of  doors,  I  trow." 

""A  thousand  pounds,"  said  Cromwell,  "do  1  tell 
down  to  thee,  if  thou  canst  place  that  boy  in  my 
power." 

'*A  thousand  pounds  is  a  marvellous  matter,  sir," 
wd  Jocelme;  but  I  have  more  blood  on  my  hand 
than  I  hke  already.  I  know  not  how  the  price  of  life 
mar  thrive — ^and,  scape  or  hang,  I  have  no  luind  to 
try.' 

''Away  with  him  to  the  rear,"  said  the  General; 
''and  let  him  not  speak  with  liis yokefellow  yondur. 
-Fool  that  1  am,  to  waste  time  in  cxL)ectintt  to  get 
milk  frtjm  mules.— 3Iove  on  towards  the  Lodge." 

Thfy  moved  with  the  same  silence  as  ftirmcrly, 
DotviUistanding  the  difliculties  which  they  encoun- 
e»d  from  b<ein^  unacquainted  with  the  road  and  its 
viiious  intricacies.  At  length  they  were  challenged, 
:d  a  low  voice,  by  one  of  their  own  sentinels,  two 
onMntric  circica  of  whom  had  been  placed  around 
>te  Lodge,  f*o  close  to  each  other,  as  to  prechide  the 
xeability  of  an  individual  escaping  from  within. 
Tn}WiU:T  guard  was  maintained  partly  by  horse  upon 
(be  roads  and  open  lawn,  and  where  the  (ground  was 
inktn  and  bushy,  by  infantry.  The  inner  circle 
V3S  guarded  by  foot  soldiers  only.  The  whole  were 
J  ihe  highest  degree  alert,  expecting  some  interest- 
J^  and  important  consequences  from  the  unusual 
u:«di:]un  on  which  they  were  engaged. 

"Any  news,  Pearson?"    said  the  General  to  his 
«>lfr-de-camp,  who  came  instantly  to  report  to  his ' 
«C»r/jr. 
Hf  nxMived  for  answLT,  "  None." 
Crumwell  led  his  ollicer  forward  just  opposite  to 
neduorof  the  Lodge,  and  there  paused  betwixt  the 
aides  of  guards,  so  that  their  conversation  could  not 
be  overheard. 

He  then  pursued  his  inquiry,  demanding— "  Were 
dure  any  lights,  any  appearances  of  stirring— any 
luempt  at  sally— any  preparation  for  defence?" 

"AQ  is  silent  as  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death 
-Even  as  the  vale  of  Jcho»iphnt." 

**  Pshaw !  t'Al  me  not  of  Jehosaphat,  Pearson," 
adCroniHcII.  "These  wonls  arc  good  for  others, 
but  not  for  thee.  Speak  plainly,  and  like  a  blunt 
tnidii'T  as  thou  art.  Kach  man  hath  his  own  mode  of 
ipeech:  and  bluntnes:},  not  sanctity,  is  thine." 

"  Wfll  then,  nothing  has  been  stirring."  said  Pear- 
son,—'* Yet  pcrad venture" 

**Penid venture  not  me."  snid  Cromwell,  "or  thou 
wilt  tempt  me  to  knock  thy  teeth  out.  I  ever  distrust 
a  nan  when  he  aqx.>uk8  after  another  fashion  from 
hi«  own." 

^Zound"!  let  rnc  Fpeak  to  an  end,"  answered 
Pearwn,  "  and  I  will  ^peak  in  what  language  your 
Eicellcnrv  will.'* 

"Thy  2^ounds,  friend,"  said Olivi.r,  "showeth  little 
of  gnit'.?,  but  much  of  Binccrity.  Go  to  then— thou 
knowe?!  I  lovr;  and  trust  thee.  Hast  thou  kept  clos<' 
watch  ?  It  behoves  us  to  know  that,  before  giving  the 
alanii.'' 

''On  my  f-'^hI,"  Mid  Pearson,  "I  have  watched  as 
*-Ios*-ly  as  a  cat  at  n  mouse-hole.  It  is  beyond  possi- 
bUity  that  anv  chiiiL'  could  have  cludjd  our  vigilance, 

2C 


or  even  stirred  within  the  house,  witbuuL  our  beiii;:; 
aware  of  it." 

"'Tiswell,"  said  Cromwell;  "  ihy  services  shall 
not  be  forgotten,  Pearson.  Thou  canst  not  preach 
and  pray,  out  thou  canst  obey  thine  orders,  Gilbert 
Pearson,  and  that  may  make  amends." 

"  I  thank  you  Excellency,"  replied  Pearson  ;  "  but 
I  beg  leave  to  chime  in  with  the  humours  of  the 
times.  A  poor  fellow  hath  no  right  to  hold  himseli' 
singular." 

He  paused,  expecting  Cromwell's  orders  what  riext 
was  to  be  done,  and,  indeed,  not  a  little  surprised 
that  the  Gkineral's  active  and  prompt  spirit  had  suf- 
fennl  him,  during  a  moment  so  critical,  to  cast  away 
a  thought  upon  a  circumstance  so  trivial  as  his  offi- 
cer's peculiar  mode  of  expressing  himself.  He  won- 
dered still  more,  when,  by  a  brighter  gleam  of  nioon- 
shinu  than  he  had  yet  enjoyed,  he  observed  that 
Cromwell  was  standmg  motionless,  his  hands  sup- 

e»rted  upon  his  sword,  which  he  hud  taken  out  of  the 
lit,  and  his  stern  brows  bent  on  the  ground.  He 
waited  for  some  lime  impatiently,  yet  afraid  to  inter- 
fere, lest  he  should  awaken  this  unwonted  fit  of  ill- 
timed  iiiislancholy  into  anger  and  impatience.  He 
listened  to  the  muttering  sounds  which  escaned  from 
the  half-opening  lips  of  his  principal,  in  which  the 
words,  "  hanl  necessity,"  which  occurred  more  than 
onc«,  were  all  of  which  the  senst^  could  be  distin- 
iiuished.  "My  Lonl  General,"  at  length  he  said, 
"  lime  flies." 

"Peace,  busy  fiend,  and  urge  me  not !"— said  Crom- 
well. "Think'st  thou,  like  other  fools,  that  1  have 
made  a  paction  with  the  devil  fur  success,  and  am 
bound  to  do  my  work  within  an  appointed  hour,  lest 
the  spell  should  los<;  its  force?" 

"  I  only  think,  my  Lord  General,"  said  Pearson, 
"  that  F'ortune  has  put  into  your  oflt  r  what  you  havo 
long  desired  to  make  nrizc  oif,  and  that  you  hesitate." 

Cromwell  sighed  deeply  as  he  answered,  "  Ah. 
Pearson,  in  this  troubled  world,  a  man,  who  is  called 
like  me,  to  work  great  things  in  Israel,  had  need  to 
be,  as  the  poets  feign,  a  tnirn;  made  of  hardened, 
metal,  immovable  lo  feelings  of^ human  charities,  im- 
passible, resistless.  Pearson,  the  world  will  here- 
after, perchance,  think  i»f  me  as  being  such  a  one  an 
I  have  described,  'an  iron  man,  and  made  of  iron 
mould'-  Yet  they  will  wrong  my  memor>— my  heart 
is  flesh,  and  my  blood  is  mild  as  that  of  others. 
When  I  was  a  sportsman,  I  have  wept  for  the  gallant 
heron  that  was  struck  down  by  my  hawk,  and  sor- 
rowed for  the  hare  which  lay  screaming  under  the 
.aws  of  my  greyhound:  and  canst  thou  think  it  a 
"ighi  thing  to  me,  that,  llie  blood  of  this  lad's  father 
ym^  in  some  measure  upon  my  head,  I  should  now 
put  m  pt^ril  that  of  the  son  ?  They  are  of  the  kindly 
race  of  Kn^jlish  sovereigns,  and,  doubtIet«s,  arc  adored 
like  to  (lemigods  bv  those  of  their  own  party.  I  am 
called  Parricide,  bloodthirsty  Usurper,  already,  for 
shedding  the  blood  of  one  man,  that  the  plague  might 
be  siayi'd— or  as  Achan  was  slain  that  Israel  inij<ht 
thereafter  stand  against  the  face  of  their  enemies. 
Nevertheless,  who  has  spoke  unto  me  graciously 
since  that  high  deed?  Those  who  acted  in  the  mat- 
ter with  me  are  willing  that  I  should  be  the  scapegoat 
of  atonement— those  who  looked  on  and  helped  not, 
bear  themselves  now  as  if  they  had  been  home  down 
bv  vicilence;  and  wliile  I  looked  that  they  should 
snout  applause  on  me,  becaui?e  of  the  victory  of  Wor- 
cester, whereof  the  Lonl  had  made  me  the  poor 
instrument,  they  look  aside  to  say,  'Ha!  ha!  the 
Kingkillur,  the  Parricide— soon  shall  his  place  be 
made  desolate.'- Truly  it  is  a  gr«;nt  thing,  Gilbert 
Pear.-^on,  to  be  lifted  above  the  multitudu :  put  when 
one  feelcth  that  his  exaltation  is  rather  hailed  with 
hate  and  scorn  than  with  love  and  rf  ycrcncp--in 
wjoth^  it  is  still  a  hard  matt«T  for  a  mild,  teiider- 
conscienced,  inlinn  spirit  to  benr---und  God  be  my 
witness,  that  rather  than  do  this  m  w  tirtd,  I  v/ould 
shed  my  own  best  lurari's-blood  in  a  pitched  field, 
twenty  against  one."  Horr  he  ftll  into  a  Hood  of 
t(rnr.s.  which  he  somotimes  was  wont  to  do.  This 
extremity  of  emotion  was  of  a  sin{ndar  character.  It 
was  not  acnially  the  ix.^^iih  of  penitence,  and  far  less 
that  of  absolute  hyiiocrisy,  but  arose  merely  from  the 


ilura  of  ihit 


WOODSTOCK. 

whose  citFp    iklivir  it  I 


policy,  uul   irdent  enihuain,„., _._. 

irilliH  strain  of  hypochondriacal  piuion,  which  alien 
led  him  lo  eihibil  srsaea  of  thin  sori,  Ihoujh  oeldom, 
>■  novr.  when  ho  wis  called  lolhe  execution  ofgreBl 

,  Ptareon,  well  acqaiiated  na  he  was  wilh  Iha  pecu- 
liatilies  of  his  Qcneral,  was  baffled  and  confouDded 
by  this  Gt  or  hcsiuuon  and  eontritioa,  by  which  hia 
ealerpriainK  apiril  appeared  lo  be  bo  suddenly  paia- 
Iried.  Miez  n  mooient'a  silence,  he  said,  with  aome 
drynesi  of  manner,  "  If  this  be  the  can  it  is  a  pit; 
your  Excellency  cune  hither.    Corporal  Humg;udgNin 


iThQ^ten 


,.„  wUI  m. .^ 

'  rnplied  Cromwell.     "Look  to  rounBlTH 


J«d,  and  divide 


□  the 
inl" 

,"  laid  Pea> 
Ks  ana  seems  ss  if  he  would 
ar  all  to  pieces,  and  now  flics  from  a  raised  stick  or 
sione,  I  know  not  why  I  should  fear  him.  If  Lnm- 
iri  liad  been  here,  there  had  been  less  speaking  and 

"Lambert?    What  of  Lambert T'  said  Cratnwell, 
•.ry  sharply. 

"^Only,''  said  Pearson,  "  that  I  Ions  since  hesitatPd 
'-■'--''       'rl  follow  vniirEin..llcnc.  or  him— and  . 

iiede  iha  h^l 

ipBitetilly.  yet 
/erfieard  des- 
iVhat  is  Lam- 


ehOLce,  thatV  „.. 

"Lambert!"  exclaimed  Cromwell 
•opening  hia  voice  lest  he  ahould  b 
canting  on  the  character  of  his  rival.- 
bert  7— a  lolip-fanoying  fellow,  whor 


grateliil  as  Ihou  arl 

"He  would  not,"  answered  Pearson,  "have  stood 
here  hesitating  before  a  locked  door,  when  fortune 
presented  the  means  of  securing,  by  one  blow,  bis  own 
fortune,  and  thai  of  all  who  followed  hitn." 

"  Thou  art  right,  Oilhcrt  Pearson,"  said  Cromwell, 
crasping  his  omcer's  hand,  and  strongly  pressing  iL 
"  Be  the  half  of  this  bold  Bliempt  thine,  wbelhar  the 
Tcckoniiig  be  on  earth  or  heaven." 

"  Be  the  whole  of  it  mine  honafter,"  said  Pearaon, 
hanlily,  "sDyoarBicellencyhave  the  advantageof  il 

rn  earth.    Step  hack  to  the  rear  ull  1  force  the 
r— tbere  may  be  danger,  if  deqiair  induce  Ihem  10 
make  a  desperate  aallv. 
"  And  if  they  do  aaliy,  is  there  one  of  mj;  Ironsides 


"Look  to  yonraelTea  without."  replied  ll 
hearted  Sir  Hsnryi  "we  will  pour  our  aholi 

if  vou  eitempL  the  tesst  violence." 
But.  bIiib!  while  he  assumed  tL 

■       r     ■ 

I    ,  ■I'lTh  a  low  bun  of  men  talking. 

I  fix:ng  a  petard,"  aaid  the  knight,  with 

inc.  "I  hnve  noted  lliee  Ibr  a  defs 
C  and  I  will  explain  II  to  ihce :  'Tis  a 
iHil  much  like  one  of  the  roguish  knaves' 
if  Imis.  supposing  it  had  narrower  biima 
d  with  Dome  few  pounds  of  fine  gim- 

:  wc  shall  be  all  blown  up !"  czelsimeil 

>!iw/l.ii'fo^shgif"  Psck"o1dDa™JefliiStmlo 
hi'  I'liibiaiiiie  of  yonder  window,"  said  the  knight, 
'on  I  hat  tiili  of  the  door,  snd  we  wilt  ensconce  oiw- 
'dx'Et  fin  lUi*,  and  we  shall  have  time  lo  finish iny 
■ipbni.n™,  Ibr  Ihey  have  bunglmg  engineers.  We 
nriil  a  cl,..ft  French  fellow  at  Newark  would  bava 
June  I  he  jub  in  the  firing  of  a  pistol." 

They  had  scarce  got  into  tbeplaceof  security  when 
ihe  knighi  proceeded  with  his  descnption.— "  The 
'  inR  Ibrmed,  as  I  tell  you,  is  secured  wtih  ■ 

. strong  laoct  of  plank,  termed  the  Diadriet, 

the  whole  being  snqieDded.  or  rather  secursd 
net  the  gate  to  be  forced— But  thou  mindeat  lat 


General. 


"Lette 


1  of  the  mo 
>o  with  halbenia,  ts 
1  pistol  a— Lei  a  11  th 


nels,  Ihe 


.     ....        _ _rma  be  loaded,  aiid 

ithoul  hesitation,  if  there  is  any  altempl  to  m- 
— .■  lo  sally  forth— Let  Corporal  Humgudgeon  be 
iih  them,  and  do  thou  remain  hei&  and  WHich 
ninst  eseapB,  as  thou  wouldat  walch  for  thy  salva- 


-j;  lenoi — we  ahall  b«  cnishHl-~Wwn 


"We  am  secure  from  ihe  explosion,"  itiilted  ibe 
knight,  gravelyt  "  which  will  operate  chiefly  in  a  for- 
ward direction  into  the  middle  of  the  chamber  i  and 
froni  any  rragmenls  that  msy  fly  laterally,  wa  an 
•"<iicienily  secured  by  this  deep  embraaurs. 

Hut  they  will  sisy  us   when   Ihey  enwr,"  Mid 


PhiKt 


They  will  give  thee  fair  quarter, 


Hsnry 


■and^ifldi 
iginter.  It  is 
I'licltd  by  tn 


The  General  then  struck  at  Ihe  door  with  ihi 
of  his  Bword— SI  HrsI  with  a  single  blow  or  two. 
with  a  reyeiberation  of  strokes  that  made  the  an 
building  ring  again.    This  noisy 


without  producing  the  least 

What  can  this  meani"  aaid  Cromwell;  "ihey 
surely  have  fled,  and  left  thehouao  empty  1" 
"-  1-  "I  willenminivou  Sgainal 

ircely,  yoit 


tnnol  surely  have 

"Na"  replied  Pe _  ,.. 

thai;  bul  your  Excellency  strikes 
allow  no  time  for  an  answer.    Hi 


baying  of  >  houod,  i 

II  meak  to 


wo  break  in  al  once,  or  hoji 
them  firai,"  said  Cnimwell- 


"Hollnl   

"Who  is  il  inquires'?"  answered  Sir  Henry  Lee 
from  the  interiorj  "or  what  want  you  here  ai  this 

"We  come  by  warrant  of  the  ComnMnwealth  of 
England,"  said  the  General. 

'T  must  see  your  warrant  ere  I  undo  ather 
latch,  repliediheknighti  "we  ■rBenoasho 
nuke  good  thacanlei  neiiher  1  not  my  filoi 


enable  post.  Not  ihst  I  tbink  the 
iw  could  reach  Dame  JellioolDr  ihr- 
inaidering  that  you  carry  no  arms.  If 
I  here  she  mighi  indeed  have  dona  soma- 
<  an  uae  a  birding-piece." 
^llt  have  appealed  to  herowadecdaof 
.n,.~  .Hied  lo  feau  at  milU  and  burh 
ir  young  lady  ever  acted;  bat  aha 


wi  thstanding  his  Uberal  ee 

"They  are  atrangely  awkward  al  it,"  aid  Sir 
Henry ;  "little  Boufirlin  would  have  blown  IbabMM 
up  bcfort'  n^iu'.- Ah  1  he  is  a  fellow  vrouid  lake  As 
canh  like  a  rabbit— if  he  had  bean  here,  nevgrnvl 
stir  but  he  would  have  cDunlermiitBd  them  MB  M«i 


plsyboaka,  and  think  of  your  end  7"  utie 
in  sheer  terror  and  vexation  of  spitit. 
"If  I  had  nol  made  npmy  mind  to  that  nanydsyi 
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\t**  ansirand  the  kaigbt,  **I  htd  not  now  iiMt 

this  Door  with  a  free  bosom. 

'  Afl  fBBda  and  u  joooad  M  to  mt, 

Qo  1  to  dMtb— tratb  hath  a  qaiot  braatt*  ** 

As  he  apokfl^  a  bvoad  glare  c^'lisht  flashed  firom 
without  throDgh  the  windows  of  toe  halL  and  be- 
twixt the  Btroos  iron  ataachions  with  which  they 
wse  ascuied—a  broad  discoloured  light  it  was,  which 
ihed  a  red  and  dusky  illumination  on  the  old  annour 
aad  weaponaas  if  it  had  been  the  reflection  of  aeon- 
flai^atbn.  Phcebe  acreamed  aloud,  and,  foigetful  of 
R?erance  in  the  moment  of  passion,  clung  dose  to 
the  knight's  doak  and  arm,  while  Dame  JeUicot,  fifom 
her  aohtarjr  niche,  having  the  use  of  her  eyes^  though 
hocft  of  her  hearing,  yelled  like  an  owl  when  the 
Btoon  breaks  oat  soodenly. 

"Take eaie,  good  Phcebe,"  said  the  knight;  "you 
will  nrevent  my  using  my  weapon  if  you  hang  upon 
me  thus.— The  Dungung  toob  cannot  fix  their  petard 
without  the  use  of  torches !  Now  let  me  take  the  ad* 
vantage  of  this  interral.— Remember  what  I  tokl 
.  ihea  and  how  to  put  off  time." 
^N&h,  Loid-ar,  sir,"  said  Phcebe,  "I  will  say  any 
thing.  Oh,  Lord,  that  it  were  but  over  l-<Ah !  ah  r 
~Uwo  prohmged  screams)—"  I  hear  something  hies- 
iaa  like  a  aenent." 

It  is  the  niaee,  as  we  martialists  call  it"  relied 
the  knight ;  "  that  is,  Phoebe,  the  match  which  fires 
the  petard,  and  which  is  longer  or  shorter  according 
10  the  distance" 

Here  the  knif^t's  disoourae  was  cut  short  by  a 
flsadfiil  ezplosaon,  which,  aa  he  had  foretold,  ahat- 
tBsed  the  door,  strong  as  it  was,  to  pieces,  and  brought 
down  the  glaaa  datteriiw  firom  the  windows*  with  all 
the  painted  heroes  ana  heroines  who  had  been  re- 
oQided  on  that  fragile  place  of  memory  for  centuhea. 
^  women  shrieked  incessantly,  and  were  anawend 
by  the  bellowing  of  Bevis,  though  shut  up  at  a  dis- 
hes fiom  the  scene  of  action.  The  knight  shaking 
PboBbe  fifom  him  with  difficulty,  advanced  into  the 
heU  tomeet  those  who  rushed  in,  with  tofches  lighted, 
•od  weapons  prepand. 

"  Death  to  all  who  resist— life  to  those  who  surren- 
091"  exdaimed  CromweU,  stamping  with  his  foot 

Who  commands  this  inrnson  T 

"  Sir  Henry  Lee  of  Ditchley,"  ansiwrad  the  old 
knight,  stepping  forward ; "  who,  having  no  other  gar- 
neon  than  two  weak  women*  is  oompelled  to  submit 
tawhai  he  would  willingly  have  resisted." 

'*  Disarm  the  inveterate  and  matignant  rebel,"  cried 
war.  "  Art  thou  not  ashan^  sir,  to  detain  me  be- 
fxe  the.door  of  a  house  which  you  had  no  force  to 
defend  ?  Wearest  thou  so  white  a  beard,  and  knowest 
thou  not,  that  to  refuse  surrendering  an  indefieneible 
post,  by  the  martial  law,  deservea  hanging  T' 
.  "M y  beaid  and  1,"  said  Sir  HenrTnTave  aetUed 
that  matter  between  us,  and  agree  right  cordially.  It 
«  better  to  run  the  risk  of  being  hangpd,  like  honest 
Bien.  than  to  give  up  our  trust  uke  cowards  and  trai- 
tois.^* 

"Hal  Bay's!  thouT'  aaid  CiomweU;  "thou  hast 
powerful  motives,  I  doubt  not  for  runnmg  thy  head 
iflto  a  noeae.  fiut  I  wiU  meak  with  thee  oy  and  by. 
HSo !  Pearson,  Gilbert  Pearaon,  take  this  scroll- 
Take  the  dder  woman  with  thoe— Let  her  guide  you 
to  the  varioHS  places  themin  mentioned— Seacch 
^ie^  room  therem  set  down,  and  arrest,  or  slav  upon 
Jl^  slightest  resistance^  whomsoever  you  find  there. 
JoGn  note  thoae  places  marked  as  oomroandingpoints 
lor  cutting  off  intercourse  through  the  mansion— the 
{•odiagHpIaces  of  the  great  staircase,  the  sreat  gal- 
lery, and  ao  forth.  Uae  the  women  civilly.  The  plan 
Wexed  to  the  scroll  will  point  out  the  posts,  even  if 
me  move  stupid  or  refractory.  Mean  wuule,  the  cor- 
PpiaJ,  with  a  party  will  bzi^g  the  old  man  and  the  gui 
^le  ta  some  aiMctment-^the  padour,  I  think,  called 
Viator  lice^S)  will  do  aa  well  aa  another.  We  will 
thai  be  out  of  thw  stifling  ameii  of  gunpowder." 

.  So  saying;  and  without  requiring  any  forther  as- 
**tance  or  guidance^  he  walked  towards  the  apart- 
BMnt  he  hadnamed.  Sir  Henry  had  hia  own  feelmgs, 
when  he  saw  the  unhesitating  decision  with  which 
the  General  led  the  way,  and  which  aeemed  to  inti- 
Bute  a  more  complete  acquaintance  with  the  various 


gate 
shel 


focalitiea  of  Woodstock  than  wu  oonattait  with  his 
own  present  design,  to  engage  the  Commonwealth 
part^  in  a  finitleea  search  through  the  intricacies  of 
the  Lodge. 

"  I  will  now  aak  thee  a  fow  questions,  old  m^" 
said  the  General,  when  they  had  arrived  in  the  room ) 
*'and  I  warn  theevthat  hope  of  pardon  for  thy  many 
and  persevering  dfTorts  against  the  Commonwealth, 
can  be  no  otherwise  merited  than  by  the  most  direct 
answers  to  the  questions  I  am  about  to  aak." 

Sir  Henry  bowed.  He  would  have  spoken,  but  he 
felt  his  temper  rising  high,  and  became  afraid  it  mie^t 
be  exhausted  before  the  part  he  had  settled  to  play,  in 
order  to  afford  the  King  time  for  his  escape,  should  be 
broufi^t  to  an  end. 

"What  household  have  you  had  here.  Sir  Henry 
Lea.  within  these  fow  days— what  guesta— what  visit- 
ers 7  We  know  that  your  means  df  housekeeping 
are  not  so  profuse  as  usual,  so  the  catalogue  cannot  be 
burdenaome  to  jrour  memory." 

"  Far  from  it,"  replied  the  knight,  with  unusual 
command  of  temper ;  "  my  daughter,  and,  latterly 
my  son,  have  been  my  guests ;  and  I  have  had 
these  fomalea,  and  one  Jooeline  Jolifie,  to  attend 
upon  ua" 

"I  do  not  aak  afUr  the  regular  membera  of  your 
household,  but  after  those  who  have  been  within  your 

tea,  either  as  guests,  or  as  malignant  fugitives  taking 

alter?" 

"  There  may  have  been  more  of  both  kinds,  sir,  than 
I.  if  it  please  your  valour,  am  able  to  answer  for,"  re- 
plied the  knight.—"  I  remember  my  kinsman  Everard 
waa  here  one  morning— Also,  I  bethink  me^  a  foUower 
of  hia,  called  Wildrake." 

"Did  you  not  also  receive  a  young  cavalier,  called 
Louw  Gamegey  T'  said  CromwelL 

"  I  remember  no  such  name,  were  I  to  haqg  for  it," 
said  the  knight 

"  Eerneguy,  or  some  such  word,  said  the  General ; 
"  we  will  jiot  quarrel  for  a  sound.'* 

"  A  Scotch  lad^  called  Louis  Kenieguy,  was  a  guest 
of  mine,"  said  Sir  Henry;  "  ana  kft  me  this  morning 
fi^  Dorsetshire."  «  .        . 

"  So  late !"  exclaimed  Cromwell,  atampmg  with  hie 
foot—"  How  fote  contrives  to  baffle  us,  even  when  she 
seems  most  favourable !— What  direcnon  did  he  take, 
old  man  1"  continued  CromweU—"  what  horse  did  he 
ride— who  went  with  him?" 

"  Mv  son  went  with  him,"  replied  the  knight ;  "  he 
bronght  him  here  as  the  son  of  a  Scottish  lord.— I 
pray  you,  sir,  to  be  finished  with  these  questions ;  for 
although  I  owe  thee,  as  Will  Shakspeare  says, 
*  Bmpeet  tai  tixr  gnat  plaoOi^  and  let  the  datH 
Be  MmetimM  hoooiir'albr  hu  buranr  tttroiw,'— 

yet  I  feel  my  patience  wearing  thin." 

CromweU  here  whimpered  to  the  coipond.  who  in 
turn  uttered  ordera  to  two  aoldiera,  who  left  the  room. 
"Place  the  knight  aside;  ws  vnll  bow  examine  the 
servant  damsev'  said  the  General.— "  Dost  thou 
know,"  said  he  to  Pb<Bbe^  "  of  the  prssenoe  of  one 
Louis  Kemeguy,  calUng  himself  a  Scotch  page,  who 
came  here  a  lew  days  since?" 

"Surely,  air,"  she  relied,  "I  cannot  easily  foiget 
him;  and  I  warrant  no  vreU-looking  wench  that 
comes  in  hie  way  will  be  like  to  forget  nun  either." 

"Aha,"  aaid  CromweU,  "aayst  thou  so?  truly!  be- 
lieve the  woman  wiU  prove  tfieinier  witness— when 
did  he  leave  this  house  T* 

"Nay,  I  know  nothing  of  his  movements,  not  I," 
said  Phcsbe  s  "  I  am  only  glad  to  kea>  out  of  his  way. 
But  if  behave  actually  goqe  hence,  lom  sure  he  was 
here  some  two  houra  smce^  for  he  crossed  me  in  the 
lower  passag^b  between  the  haU  and  the  kitchen." 

"  How  did  yon  know  it  waa  he  ?*'  demanded  Crom- 
weU. 

*lBy  a  rude  enough  token,"  said  Phoebe.— "La,  ah', 
you  do  adk  such  ^lu^tfons  f*  she  added,  hai^ging  down 
ner  hetd. 

Humgodgeon  here  interfored.  taking  upon  himself 
the  freSom  of  a  coadjutor.  "  Veiily,"  he  said,  "  if 
what  the  damsel  is  called  to  sneak  upon  hath  aught 
unseemly,  I  crave  your  Excellency's  permission  to 
withdraw,  not  desirmg  that  my  niightiy  meditationa 
may  be  disturbed  with  tales  of  such  a  nature." 


"TfciTi  your  honour, "  said  Phipbe. 
man's  wards,  ia  Ihe  way  of  w 
nosseilher.    Master  Louie  did 
il  ihelruthof  iLifilniusl  be  Ioll].' 
Hera  HuiDpudseon  ifroaned  deep]) 
lency  avtndcd  laughiriR  with  Bomcd... 
hast  divcn  eirallent  IMen^  Phiebe,''  he  mid  ;  "  nnii 
if  Ihey  be  Irae,  as  1  think  tliey  seem  to  be,lhou  shaJi 
not  lack  ihy  reward.— And  here  comes  our  apy  froin 
the  elahlca." 

"There  are  not  the  least  Higna,"  said  the  trooper, 
"  thai  horses  havr  been  in  the  aiablea  for  a  month- 
there  is  no  lillcr  in  the  stalla,  no  hay  in  the  racks,  the 
corn-binna  ore  empty,  and  ibe  mangcra  aro  full  of 
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1  the  old  laionof  ihQF^ 


i:'  death  being  pt 
lUlal  h>iard,  a 


■a,  thai  I      Heavy  arcps  were  si  inei  irrniu,  hjiv 

sonie  of  iho  aoldiera  remtticd.     'fhis 

Exrei-    what  Cromwell  waited  for.     He  elarled  up.  and 
"Thou  :  Baked  haalily,  "Any  newa,  Peareonl  any  pnaoneia 
—any  mal^anta  slain  in  thydefenrcT' 
"  None,  so  please  your  Excellency,    answerad  the 

"And  are  thv  scnlinels  all  carefidly  placed.  ■* 
Tomhins'  scroll  garc  direction,   and    with  fituni 


"Ay,  ay,''  said  the  old  kniRht,  " 


orders?" 
"With  the 


nlygt 


■talk  w 


lost  deliberate 

«de,  "lliBt  Ihi 
'ihmk  ihee.  ihi 


Crom' 


11,  puThng  hia 
veil  anJdall 


,   saidliroinweH,  "their present 

eiHie  leiiB  httle  for  the  truth  of  your  own  story,  thn~ 
there  were  horses  to-day,  on  which  this  Kemeguy  am 
your  son  fled  from  justice." 

"I  did  not  say  ihat  the  horses  were  kept  there,' 
said  liic  L'.ish;.     "I  have  horses  and  ataljlea  elae 


"  and  a  white-beard^ 


trade,  and  I  wonder 


Sir  Henry  Lee, 
~at  that  you  x 

mfe  ihe'Tim 


'  aaid  the  Genen 
orE,b< 

thriving 
rao  jivo  on  it  are 

thai  make  gray- 


time^  and  those 
beards  deceivers. 

"Thou  art  faceiioua,  friend,  as  well  aa  darinp,  ir 
thy  malignancy,"  aaid  Cromwell  1  "hui  credit  me,  i 
will  cry  Quittance  with  you  ere  I  am  done.  Where- 
unto  lead  these  doors  T 

"To  Bedraoms,"  anawered  the  knight. 

"Bedroomal  only  to  bedroomal"  said  the  Republi. 
can  General,  in  a  voice  which  indicated,  such  wai 
(ho  intetnal  occupation  of  his  thoughts,  that  he  had 
not  fully  underaiood  Ifie  anawer. 

"Lord,  air."  said  the  kniaht,  "why  should  yac 
make  it  ao  an-ange?  I  aay  iheae  doora  lead  to  tied- 


"Vuu    ar 
Henry,"  aai 

r?5\?'^'ihe'ir 


e  will  balance  i 


what  was  passing,  than  ss  a  military  man  employed 
in  discharging  the  duly  enjoined  him  by  hie  eup«riors. 
But  the  teatraini  upon  hia  passion  was  hut 


ThB< 


K  of  hia 


,  because  no  violence  of  eipresaion 
•iieiiocu  or  announced  its  current.  He  threw  him- 
self into  a  chair,  with  a  countenance  that  indicated 
no  indecision  of  mind,  but  a  dstermiDation  which 
awaited  only  the  signal  for  action.  Moan  while  the 
knight,  as  if  reaolved  in  nothing  to  roretio  the  pri- 
vilegee  of  hia  rank  and  place,  aai  himself  down  in 
(Dm,  and  putling  on  his  hat  which  lay  on  a  table, 
regarded  the  General  with  a  colm  look  of  fearieas 
inatlTerenCG.  Tho  soldiers  stood  around,  some  hoUling 
the  torches,  which  illuminated  the  apartment  with  a 
hirid  and  sombre  Riare  of  lighl,  the  othera  resting 
upon  their  weapons.  Phinbe,  with  her  hands  foldetC 
her  eyes  turned  upwards  till  the  pupila  wens  scarce 
visible,  and  every  abade  of  coloor  haniahed  from  her 
niddy  cheek,  Bt«>d  like  one  in  immediate  apprehen- 

Ctanau.')  amrtHi  ir  iViiMv . 


cellcn 


"No-no- 


earsun."  said  t lie  General,  "Ihog 
.  his  night  over,  and  let  it  end  hula* 

springof  yonder  nicm™  of  your  ancestor— Nay,  ipaia 
yourself  the  trouble  and  guilt  of  falsehood  or  equiTO- 
— 'Dn  and  laay,undomelhataprinKpresenllr" 
When  I  acknowledge  >'au  for  my  maaler.  and 
raayobey  your  commandv'  an- 
" "--  '  —-"  —  "'fii»tl» 


"  Weni 


thou  undo  il 
Wooda^  " 


ildnenlft 
lell,  addresainft  Phtsbe,  "i 


ould  d 


Ft  fasi 


the  gambols  i,.  

, ficd  even  Mark  Everard,  wba,I 

hod  more  sense." 

"un  LonI,  sir,  what  shall  I  do?"  aaid  Pbobit 
looking  to  ilic  knight;  "they  know  all  ahoal  iu 
What  ahall  I  do?" 

"  Por  thy  ltr&  hold  out  to  (he  laat.  wench  1  Bttrj 
minule  is  worth  a  million." 

"Ha!  heard  you  thai,  Pearson?"  said  Cromwd 
n)  the  olfieerj  then,  stampin^r  with  hia  foot,  hs 
added,  "tTndo  lhe»pnng,or  I  will  elseuse  lerrrs  and 
wrenching-irons— Or,  hs  1— another  petard  were  wall 
bestowed— Call  Ihe  engineerl" 

"Ob  Lord,  sir,"  cried  Pbcpbe,  "I  shall  nsver  £*• 
another  peter— I  will  open  the  spring." 

"Do  as  thou  wilt."  said  Sir  Henry;  "  it  shall  pnllt 

Whether  from  real  agitation,  or  from  a  desire  to  oin 
iriiie,  Phisbc  wna  some  minutes  ere  ahe  could (M 
rlh'  spring  to  opent  ii  was  indeed  secured  widi  tA 
and  till'  maciiineiv  on  which  il  acted  was  coneealaa 
in  the  frame  of  the  portisil.  The  whole,  wheal  £u- 
tened,  appeared  qnitc  motionless,  and  betrayed,  as 
when  oiamined  by  Colonel  Rverard,  no  eiutnal 
maik  of  its  being  possible  lo  remove  it.  It  was  notr 
withdrawn,  however,  and  showed  a  narrow  reecMt 
laideinlothethiek- 
B  now  like  a  grs*- 
ilh  the  piey  in  iOI 
cncD,  rearson,  thou  art  swifter 
neit.  Corporal."    Wtih  more  skUV 

been  expected  from  hia  person  er 

which  were  paat  the  meridian  al  life,  and  sx- 

.._ na.  "Before,  than  with  the  torches r  be  bt 

lowed  the  party,  like  an  eager  huntsman  in  thercaraf 
Ilia  hounds,  to  cncouiage  at  once  and  direct  them,  a* 
[hey  penetrated  into  thetahyrinthdeacribedbrDoetat 
itocheclHIe  in  the  "Wondeta  of  Woodatock.'' 


1,  however,  a 

mth  steps  which  aaeended  oi 
ness  of  the  wall.  Cromwell 
liouod  slipped  from  the  leas 
7iew.-"Cp,"  herri«I.  "Pp, 
ihan  I-Up  thou 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

Hm  KiBf .  therofore,  for  his  iMImms 

AiainK  Um  furiotM  Qimot, 
At  Woodstock  builded  such  a  bowor. 

As  oevor  yet  was  seen. 
Most  curiously  that  bower  was  built. 

Of  stone  and  timber  atroDf ; 
An  hundred  and  fifty  doors 

Did  to  this  bower  belong : 
And  thej  so  cunainfly  contrived, 

With  turnings  round  about. 
That  nooe  but  with  a  clew  of  thread 

Could  ontar  in  or  ouL 


Trx  tradition  of  the  country,  as  well  as  some  his- 
tofical  evidenoe,  confirmed  the  opinion  that  there 
cnsted,  within  the  old  Royal  Lodge  at  Woodstock, 
a  Iabynot|i,  or  connected  series  of  subterranean  pas- 
nffH^  built  chiefly  by  Henry  II.,  for  the  security  of 
ba  mistress^  Rosamond  ClifTord,  from  the  jealousy  of 
hif  Queen,  the  celebrated  Eleanor.  Doctor  Roche- 
diflk  indeed,  in  one  of  those  fits  of  contradiction  with 
which  antiquaries  are  sometimes  seized,  was  bold 
eooogh  to  dispute  the  alleged  purpose  of  the  perplexed 
nuB  of  rooms  and  passages,  with  which  the  walls  of 
the  aodent  palace  were  perforated ;  but  the  fact  was 
nadeniable,  that  in  raising  the  fabric  some  Norman 
uchitect  bad  exerted  the  utmost  of  the  complicated 
m  which  they  have  often  shown  elsewhere,  in  creat- 
ing secret  passages,  and  chambers  of  retreat  and  con- 
eeument  There  were  stairs^  which  were  ascended 
nerdy,  as  it  seemed,  for  the  purpose  of  descending 
agiin—passagea,  which,  after  turning  and  winding 
nr  a  considerable  way,  returned  to  the  place  where 
diey  set  out — there  were  trapdoors  and  hatchways, 
paniBls  and  jwrtcullises.  Although  diver  was  assisted 
by  a  sort  ofground-plan,  made  out  and  transmitted 
mr  Joseph  Tomkins,  whose  former  eroplovment  m 
Doctor  RocheclllTe's  service  had  made  nim  fully 
aomiainted  with  the  place,  it  was  found  imperfect ; 
and,  moreover,  the, most  serious  obstacles  to  their 
progress  occurred  in  the  shape  of  strong  doors, 
pirty-walla,  and  iron  gates— «o  that  the  party  blun- 
dered  on  in  the  dark,  uncertain  whether  they  were 
Dot  going  farther  from,  rather  than  approaching,  the 
extremity  of  the  labyrinth.  They  were  oblsed  to 
send  for  mechanics,  with  sledge-hammera  and  other 
inetnimaits,  to  force  one  or  two  of  those  doors, 
which  resisted  all  other  means  of  undoing  them. 
Labouring  along  in  these  dusky  passages,  where, 
from  time  to  time,  they  were  like  to  oe  choked  by  the 
dint  which  their  acts  of  vk>lence  excited,  the  soldiers 
were  obliged  to  be  reKeved  oftener  than  once,  and  the 
bolky  Corporal  Grace- be>here  himself  puffed  and 
blew  like  a  grampus  that  has  got  into  shoal  water. 
Cromwell  alone  continued,  with  unabated  xeal,  to 
posh  on  his  researches— to  encourage  the  soldiers,  by 
the  exhortstions  which  they  best  undentood,  agamst 
fiioting  for  lack  of  faith— and  to  secure,  by  sentinels 
ttproper  places,  possession  of  the  ground  which  they 
bad  airauly  explored.  His  acute  and  observing  eye 
detected  with  a  sneering  smile,  the  cordage  and  ma- 
chinery by  which  the  bed  of  poor  Desborough  had 
been  invited,  and  several  remains  of  the  various  dis- 
snises  as  well  as  private  modes  of  access,  by  which 
Desborough,  Bletson,  and  Harrison,  had  been  previ- 
ooely  imposed  upott.  He  pointed  them  out  to  Pear- 
son, with  no  fortner  comment  than  was  implied  in  the 
eidamation,  "The  simple  fools!" 

But  his  assistants  began  to  lose  heart  and  be  dis- 
eonraged,  and  required  all  his  spirit  to  raise  theirs. 
He  then  called  their  attention  to  voices  which  they 
seemed  to  hear  before  them,  and  urged  these  as  evi- 
dence that  they  were  moving  on  the  track  of  some 
eoemy  of  the  Commonwealth,  who,  for  the  execution 
of  his  malignant  plots,  had  retreated  into  these  extra- 
ordinary fastnesses. 

The  spirits  of  the  men  became  at  last  downcast 
notwithstanding  all  this  encouragement.  They  spoke 
to  each  other  in  whispers,  of  the  devils  of  Woodstock, 
who  might  be  all  the  while  decoying  them  forward  to 
a  room  said  to  exist  in  the  Palace,  where  the  floor, 
nvolving  on  an  axis,  precipitated  those  who  entered 
mto  a  bottomless  abyss.  Humgudgeon  hinted,  that 
he  bad  consulted  the  Scripture  that  morning  by  way 
of  bt,  and  his  fortune  had  been  to  alight  on  the  pas- 


_  ^'Botydiot  foil  ddwii  from  the  thiid  loft*'  Ilia 
energy  andfauthbrity  of  Cromwell,  however,  and  the 
refnahment  of  some  food  and  strong  watcora,  recon- 
ciled them  to  purauing  their  task. 

Nevertheless,  with  all  their  unwearied  exertionsL 
morning  dawned  on  the  aearch  before  they  had 
reached  Doctor  Rochecliffe's  sitting  apartment,  into 
which,  after  all,  they  obtained  entrance  bv  a  mode 
n)0ch  more  difficult  than  that  which  tne  Doctor 
himself  employed.  But  here  their  ingenuity  was 
long  at  fisiult.  From  the  miscellaneous  articles  that 
were  strewed  around,  and  the  preparations  made 
for  food  and  lodging,  it  seemed  they  had  gained 
the  very  citadel  of  the  labyrinth  ;  but  though  various 
passages  opened  from  it,  thev  all  terminated  in 
places  with  which  thev  were  already  acquainted,  or 
communicated  with  the  other  parts  of  the  hous& 
where  then*  own  sentinels  assured  them  none  had 
passed.  Cromwell  remained  long  in  deep  tmcertain- 
ty.  Mean  time  he  directed  Pearson  to  take  charae 
of  the  ciphers  and  more  important  papera  which 
lay  on  the  table.  "Though  there  is  little  there,"  he 
said,  "  that  I  have  not  already  known,  by  means  of 
Trusty  Tomkins-^Honest  Joseph— for  an  artful  and 
thorough-paced  agent,  the  like  of  thee  is  not  left  in 
England.'*^ 

After  a  considerable  oause,  during  which  he  somid- 
ed  with  the  pommel  of^  his  sword  almost  every  stone 
in  the  buildmg,  and  every  plank  on  the  floor,  the 
General  gave  oraera  to  bring  the  old  knight  and  Doc- 
tor RocbecIifTe  to  the  spot,  trusting  that  he  might 
work  out  of  them  some  explanation  of  the  secrets  of 
this  apartment 

"  So  please  your  Excellency,  to  let  me  to  deal  with 
them,"  said  Pearson,  who  was  a  true  soldier  of  for- 
tune and  had  been  a  bucanier  in  the  West  Indies.  "I 
think  that,  by  a  whipcord  twitched  tight  round  their 
forehead,  ana  twisted  about  with  a  pistol-but,  I  could 
make  either  the  truth  start  from  their  lipa,  or  the  eyes 
from  their  head." 

"  Out  upon  the&  Pearson  I"  said  Cromwell,  with 
abhorrence:  "  we  have  no  wsrrant  for  such  cruelty, 
neither  as  Englishmen  nor  Christians.  We  mfey  slay 
malignants  as  we  crush  noxious  animals,  but  to  tor- 
ture them  is  a  deadly  sin ;  for  it  is  written,  '  He  made 
them  to  be  pitied  of^  those  who  carried  them  captive.' 
Nay,  I  reciul  the  order  even  for  their  examination, 
trustiiig  that  wisdom  will  be  granted  us  without  it,  to 
discover  their  most  secret  devices." 

There  was  a  pause  accordingly,  during  which  an 
idea  seized  upon  Cromwell's  imagination— "  Bring 
me  hither,"  he  said,  "yonder  stool;"  and  placing  it 
beneath  one  of  the  windows,  of  which  there  were  two 
so  high  in  the  wall  as  not  to  be  accessible  from  the 
floorThe  clambered  up  into  the  entrance  of  the  window, 
which  was  six  or  seven  feet  deep,  correspondingwith 
the  thickness  of  the  wall.  "  Come  up  hither,  Pear- 
son," said  the  General ;  "  but  ere  thou  oomest,  double 
the  guard  at  the  foot  of  the  turret  called  Love's  Lad- 
der, and  bid  them  bring  up  the  other  petard— So  now, 
oome  thou  hither." 

The  inferior  officer,  however  breve  in  the  field,  was 
one  of  those  whom  a  great  height  strikes  with  gid- 
diness and  sickness.  He  shrank  back  from  the  view 
of  the  precipice,  on  the  verae  of  which  Cromwell  was 
standing  with  complete  indifference,  till  the  General 
catching  the  hand  of  his  folbwer.  pulled  him  forward 
as  far  as  he  would  advance.  "  I  think."  said  the  Gen- 
eral, "  I  have  found  the  clew,  but  by  this  light  it  is  no 
easy  one !  See  you,  we  stand  in  the  portal  near  the 
top  of  Rosamond's  Tower;  and  yon  turret  which  rises 
opposite  to  our  feet,  is  that  which  is  called  Love's 
Ladder,  from  which  the  drawbridge  reached  that  ad- 
mitted the  profligate  Norman  tyrant  to  the  bower  of 
his  mistress." 

"  True,  my  lord,  but  the  drawbridge  is  gone,"  said 
Pearson. 

"  Ay,  Pearson,"  replied  the  General ;  "but  an  active 
man  might  spring  from  the  spot  we  stand  upon  to  the 
battlements  of  yonder  turret*'       , 

"I  do  not  think  so,  my  lord."  said  Pearson. 

"What!"  said  Cromwell;  ^*notif  the  avenger  of 
blood  were  behind  you,  with  his  slaughter- weapon  in 
his  hand  T' 
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''Hit  fttf  of  jactant  death  mkkt  do  vndi,"  aa- 
•wend  Peanon ;  "but  when  I  lo6k  at  that  ahaar 
depdi  on  either  aide,  and  at  the  empty  chaam  be- 
tween us  and  yonder  timet,  which  ia,  J  warrant  too, 
twelve  feet  diatant,  I  oonfeaa  the  troth,  nothing 
ahort  of  the  moat  imminent  danser  riiould  indaee  me 
to  try.  Pah->the  thought  makea  my  head  grow 
aiddy !— 1  tremble  to  aee  yoor  Highneae  aland  thera, 
Ealancmg  yourself  as  if  von  mediuted  a  ipring  inio 
iheempty  air.  I  repeat,  I  would  ecaroe  atand  ao  near 
the  verse  as  doea  your  Highneae,  for  the  leasiie  of 
my  life.^ 

^Ah,  base  and  degenerate  apintl"  aaid  the  Gene- 
ral :  ''aool  of  mod  and  clay,  wouldat  thou  not  do  it, 
ana  much  more,  for  the  poseesaion  of  enapiie  !--that 
ia,  peradventiffe,"  continoed  be.  changing  hia  tone  aa 
one  who  haa  said  too  much.  "  shouldst  thoa  be  called 
on  to  do  this,  that  thereby  becoming  a  great  man  in 
the  tribea  of  Israel,  thoa  mighteat  redeem  the  captivity 
of  Jeniaalem—ay,  and  it  may  b^  work  aoma  great 
work  for  the  afllicted  people  of  thia  land  T* 

**  Your  Highneas  may  ttel  each  calla,"  aaid  the  offi- 
ear :  "  but  they  axe  not  for  poor  GKlbert  Pearaon,  your 
futhful  follower.  You  made  a  jeat  of  me  vestenlay, 
when  I  tried  to  9eak  your  language;  and  I  am  no 
more  able  to  fulfil  your  deaigns,  than  to  nae  your 
mode  of  apeech." 

"  Bat,  Pearaon,''  aaid  Cramwell,  "  thou  hmt  thhce, 
yoa,  four  timea  called  me  yoor  Highneaa." 

"Did  L  mv  lord  7  I  waa  not  aenaible  of  it  I  orave 

Nir  pardon,^'  aaid  the  officer. 

" Nay,"  aaid OUvar.  " then  waa  BO ofienoa.  Ido 
indeed  atand  high,  and  I  may  perchance  atand  higher 
—though,  alaa,  it  were  fitter  for  a  sinapie  aool  like  me 
to  return  to  my  plough  and  my  huaoandiy.  Never- 
thcleae,  I  will  not  wieatle  agamat  the  aaprsme  will, 
ahould  I  be  called  on  to  do  yet  more  in  that  worthv 
cause.  For  auraly  he  who  hath  been  to  our  Britian 
laraei  aa  a  ahield  of  help,  and  a  aword  of  excellency, 
making  her  enemiea  be  found  liars  unto  her,  will  not 
ova  over  the  flock  to  thoae  foolish  ahcpherda  of 
Weatminater,  who  ahear  the  aheep  and  feed  then 
not,  and  who  are  in  very  deed  hirelioips,  not  ahcp* 
haida." 

**I  tmat  to  aee  yoor  Lordahip  gooit  them  all  down 
atairs,'*  aoawered  Pearaon.  "  But  may  I  aak  why  we 
panne  thia  diacourae  even  now,  until  we  have  secured 
the  common  enemy  1" 

"I  will  tarry  no  jot  of  time'*— aaid  the  <3eiieral; 
**feaee  the  communication  of  Love'a  Ladder,  aa  it  is 
aallad,  bebw,  aa  I  take  it  for  almost  certain,  that  the 
party  whom  we  have  driven  from  foatness  to  foatneaa 
during  the  night,  haa  at  length  apnmg  to  the  top  of 
yonder  battlementa  from  the  place  where  we  now 
stand.  Finding  the  turret  ia  guarded  below,  the  place 
be  haa  choaeo  tar  hia  aecurity  will  prove  a  nt-trap, 
fiom  whence  there  ia  no  returning." 

**  There  ia  a  caak  of  gunpowder  in  thia  cabinet," 
aaid  Pearaon :  **  were  it  not  hotter,  my  lord,  to  miae 
the  tower,  if  be  will  not  render  himself,  and  aand  the 
whole  turret  with  its  contents  one  hundred  foet  into 
ihaairT' 

"  Ah,  ailly  nan,"  aaid  Cromwell,  atriking  him  la- 
miliariy  on  the  ahooldar.  **if  thou  badat  done  thia 
without  telling  me,  it  had  been  good  servioei  But  we 
will  first  summon  the  turret,  and  then  think  whethar 
the  petard  will  aarve  cm  tum—tt  ia  but  mining  at  last. 
—Blow  a  aummona  there,  down  bdow." 

llie  trumpeu  rang  at  hia  bidding,  till  the  old  walla 
echoed  from  every  reoeaa  and  vaulted  archway.  Crom- 
well, aa  if  he  cared  not  to  look  imon  the  peraon  whom 
he  oraected  to  appear,  drew  back,  like  a  necromancer 
afraid  of  the  spectre  which  he  haa  evoked. 

/'He haa  come  to  the  battlement,"  aaid  Pearaon  to 
hia  General 

"In  what  drna  «r  appearance T'  aaawwed  Crom- 
well from  within  the  chamber. 

"A  gray  riding-auit, psaaiiMnted  with  ailfar, maset 
walking-boots^  a  out  band,  a  gray  hat  and  pluDM^ 
black  hair."  ^^ 

"  It  is  be,  it  is  he  I"  laid  CromweU  s  "  and  another 
erowmngmercv  ia  vonchsafod  V* 

Mean  tmie  Pearaon  and  young  Lia  exchanged  da- 
fiance  from  their  respective  posts. 


[Cnaa. 

/'  aaid  the  fomei;  *ar  wa  blow  yaa 

up  in  yoor  fashian  " 

**  I  am  come  of  too  high  a  nee  lo  aoiRoder  to  re- 
bels," aaid  Albert,  aasoming  the  air  with  wiuch,  ia 
Buch  a  condition,  a  king  might  have  apakea. 

**  I  bear  you  to  witneaa,"  cried  Cromwell,  wmhingjy, 
"he  hath  refused  quarter.  Of  a  aorety,  hia  bloodos 
on  his  head.— One  of  yoa  bring  down  the  barrel  af 
powder.  As  he  loves  to  aoar  high,  we  will  add  what 
can  be  taken  from  the  aoldierr  bandolaai  a>— Coaia 
with  me,  Pearson ;  thou  imderatandcat  thia  gear. — 
Corporal  Graoe-be-herft  atand  thou  fast  on  the  i^t- 
form  of  the  window,  where  Cutain  Peanoa  and  I 
atood  hot  even  now.  and  bend  the  point  of  thy  pani- 
san  againat  any  who  ahall  attempt  to  poaa.  Thoa 
art  as  strong  aa  a  boll ;  and  I  will  back  thee  aaaiaai 
despair  itee£" 

"Bat,"  said  the  corporal,  moaating  leioetantly, 
"the  place  iaaa  the  pinnacle  of  the  Teniple;  aaditis 
written,  that  Satychua  Hell  down  from  lh»  tfand  IcA 
and  was  taken  up  dead." 

"  Because  he  elept  upon  hia  poet,"  aaawaiad  Cw- 
well  readdy.  "  Beware  thou  of  i  sialwwsanas,  anl  thna 
thy  feet  shall  be  kept  from  atonbiing.— Yoa  four  aol- 
diets,  remain  here  to  aunport  the  ooiporal.  if  it  be  na> 
ceeeary ;  and  you,  aa  weU  aa  the  eorponi,  will  dtrnm 
into  the  vaulted  paaaage  the  minate  the  UminielB 
soond  a  rstrsaL  It  is  aa  atrong  aa  a  eaasaaati^ 
and  yoa  may  lie  there  aafo  from  the  efbcta  of  the 

Sine,    llioa,  Zerubbabel  Robina,  I  know,  will  ha 
eir  ]anoa*pnaadeL"* 

Robins  bowed,  and  the  General  depariad  to  joia 
thoae  who  wan  without 

Aa  he  reached  the  door  of  the  hall,  the  aalaid  was 
heud  to  explode,  and  he  aaw  that  it  had  annraededt 
for  the  eok&en  niahed,  brandishing  their  awoada  and 

C'atola,  in  at  thapoatem  of  the  turret,  whoae  i^ta  had 
ien  auceeeafiiUy  forced.  A  thrill  of  axnltatioa,  bat 
not  nmningled  with  honor,  ahot  aoroaa  the  vaina  of 
the  emhitione  soldier. 

"Now-nowr  he  cried;  "they  aia  daalii«  viib 
him!" 

Hia  expeetationa  ware  daeeivad.  Peaiaou  and  tha 
othen  retmned  diaappoiniad,  and  teportad  thiqr  bad 
been  atopt  by  a  atrong  tnpdoor  of  paledinQ,  csteodsd 
over  the  narrow  stair ;  and  they  coold  aee  than  waa 
an  obstacle  of  the  same  kind  aoma  tan  foet  higfasi; 
To  remove  it  hv  ibno,  while  a  deaperate  and  wall- 
armed  man  had  the  advantsn  of  tha  mtpm  abosa 
them,  might  coat  many  Uvee.  Which,  lack-A-daf," 
said  the  General,  "it  ia  oar  duty  to  oa  toider  oC 
What  doat  thou  adviaa  Gilbert  Pearaoa  9" 

"We  moat uae  powder,  my  ford,"  aaawersd 
aoo,  who  aaw  hiamaater  waa  too  awdeat  toi 
himaelf  the  whole  merit  of  the  proeeeding--' 
mar  be  a  chamber  easily  and  oonvewentty  i 
under  the  foot  of  the  aiair.    We  hava  a 
good  lock,  to  form  the  train— and  ao"- 

"  Ah  r'  aaid  CromweU, "  I  know  thoacaaat  n 
each  near  well— Bat,  Gdbert,  I  go  to  viait  the 
and  give  themoidan  lo  retire  to  a  aafo  dialt 
the  retreat  ia  aoondad.    Yoa  will  allow 
minniea  for  thia  poipoae." 

"  Three  is  enough  for  any  knaveaf  theai  all," 
Pearaon.    "Thar  ^nU  be  laae  indeed,  l^t  r«ni 
more  on  each  a  aervioa~l  ask.  bat  omk  thoagh  t  in 
the  train  myself" 

"Take  heed,"  aaid  Cromwell,  "that  tha  pooraaal 
behaienedto,iflieaak8Qoarter.    It  may  ba^  ne  nay  , 
rqiant  htm  of  hia  haidheanednea%  nid   call  for 
mercy. 

"And  meny  he  shaU  have^'-anawand  Paanaa. 
"  nrovidad  he  caUa  Wad  eaoogh  to  nuke  BM  hear  kin ; 
fflMie  explosion  of  that  damned  paiaid  haa  Biada  na 
aa  deaf  aa  the  devil's  dam." 

"Hash,  Gilbert,  hMkI"  aaki  CronwaU  i 
fond  in  yonr  laaguageu" 

"  Zooka,  sir,  rmaat  saeak  either  ia 
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ny  owB,"  eaid  Pearson,  "onlen  I  am  to  ha  danh  aa 
well  aa  deaf  I  Away  with  yon,  ny  lord,  lo  viait  ih» 
poats^  and  yoa  will  pmeotly  hear  lae  aiaka  aam 
noiw  in  the  worid." 
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Cfomwell  uniied  gently  at  lui  Bi<i<^e-aunp'0  petu- 
l>iic&  Mtted  him  on  the  ahoulden  and  called  him  a 
mid  feUowjWalked  a  Uttle  way,  then  turned  beck  to 
vfauper,  *'  what  thou  dos^  do  quickly ;"  then  retimied 
igiio  towBida  the  onter  arcle  of  fluarda,  torniitf  his 
head  fiom  time  to  time,  aa  if  to  annre  himaelf  that 
die  ooiporal,  to  whom  be  had  intraated  the  duty,  still 
keptgnard  witb  hia  advanced  weapon  upon  the  terrific 
eham  between  Boeamond'a  Tower  and  the  cor- 
nq»onding  tnneL  Seeing  him  standing  on  his  poet, 
tba  Geoeral  mattered  between  his  mustaches,  The 
fdJow  hath  the  strength  and  courage  of  a  bears  and 
jQodtt  is  a  post  where  one  shall  do  more  to  keep  back, 
dun  fhunorod  in  making  way."  He  casta  last  look 
oo  the  gigantic  figure,  who  stood  in  that  airy  poaition. 
like  soflie  Gothic  statue,  the  weapon  half  levelled 
mfintt  the  opposite  turret,  with  the  out  rested  against 
Idb  light  foot  his  steel  cap  and  boroished  corselet  glit- 
taing  in  the  rising  sun. 

Cromwell  then  passed  on  to  gitre  the  necessary  or^ 
deri,  that  such  sentinels  as  nught  be  endangered  at 
their  present  posts  by  the  efiect  of  the  mine,  should 
wididraw  at  tne  souml  of  the  trumpet  to  the  places 
which  he  pointed  out  to  them.  Never,  on  any  ocoa* 
■on  of  his  life,  did  he  display  more  calmness  and  pie- 
Maes  of  mind.  He  was  kind.  nay.  facetious  with  the 
•oldierst  who  adored  him ;  ana  yet  he  resembled  a  vol- 
esoobeibre  the  eruption  commences— all  peaceful  and 
quiet  without^  while  a  hundred  contradictory  pasabns 
woe  raging  m  his  bosom. 

CoipomlHnmgudfleon,  mean  while,  remained  steady 
qnohis  post ;  yet,  though  as  determined  a  soldier  as 
•ver  fought  among  the  redoubted  regiment  of  Iron- 
■dea^  and  possessed  of  no  small  ahare  of  that  exalted 
fcaatidsm  which  tent  so  keen  an  edge  to  the  natural 
oonngD  of  those  stern  religionista,  the  veteran  felt  his 
pieKDt  situation  to  be  highly  uncomfortable.  Within 
ft  pike's  leogtb  of  him  arose  a  turret,  which  was  about 
to  be  dispereed  in  massive  fragments  through  the  air ; 
and  he  felt  small  confidence  in  the  length  of  time 
aiiieh  might  be  allowed  for  his  escape  irom  such  a 
daagoous  vicinity.  The  dutv  of  constant  vigilance 
opoQ  his  post,  was  partly  divided  by  this  natural  feel- 
ing; which  induced  him  from  time  to  time  to  bend  his 
ayei  on  the  miners  below,  instead  of  keeping  them  ri- 
veted on  the  opposite  turret. 

At  bi^h  the  interest  of  the  s(^i^  arose  to  the  utter- 
most ^Jter  entering  and  retymiR  from  the  turret, 
•ad  coming  out  again  more  than  once,  in  the  course 
of  about  twenty  minutes  Pearson  issued,  as  it  might 
be  supposed,  for  the  last  time,  carrying  in  his  hand, 
and  uncoiling:  aa  he  went  along,  the  sausage,  or  linen 
bag,  (so  aXiea  from  its  appearance,)  which,  strongly 
mmea  together,  and  crammed  with  gunpowder,  was 
to  aerve  as  a  train  betwixt  the  mine  to  be  sprung,  and 
the  point  occupied  by  the  enmneer  who  was  to  give 
file.  He  waa  in  the  act  of  finally  adjusting  it,  wnen 
the  attention  of  the  corporal  on  the  tower  became 
inreaiatibly  and  exclusively  riveted  upon  the  prepara- 
IMBS  for  the  esplosbn.  But  while  ne  watched  the 
aide-de-camp  drawing  his  pistol  to  give  fire^  and  the 
tnunpeter  handling  his  instrument,  as  waitiiig  the 
order  to  sound  the  retreat,  fate  rushed  on  the  unhappy 
aeatinel  in  a  way  he  least  expected. 

Young,  active,  bold,  and  completely  possessed  of 
BB  presence  of  mind,  Albert  Lee,  who  nad  been  from 
the  loopholes  a  watchful  observer  of  every  measure 
which  Bad  been  taken  by  his  besiegers,  had  resolved 
to  make  one  desperate  effort  for  self-preservation.— 
While  the  hc»d  of  the  sentinel  on  the  opposite  platform 
was  turned  from  him,  and  bent  rather  downwards,  he 
aoddenly  rorung  across  the  chasm,  though  the  space 
on  which  he  lighted  was  scarce  wide  enough  for  two 
pemna,  threw  the  surprised  soldier  from  the  precari- 
ous stand,  and  jumped  himself  down  into  his  chathber. 
Hie  apgantic  trooper  went  sheer  down  twenty  feet, 
ttmck  against  aprojecting  battlement,  which  launched 
thjB  wretched  man  outwaids,  and  then  foil  on  the  earth 
vith  such  tremendous  force,  that  the  head,  which  fost 
touched  the  ground,  dinted  a  hole  in  the  soil  of  six 
inches  in  depni,  and  was  crushed  like  an  eggshell.— 
Scarce  knowing  what  had  happened,  yet  startled  and 
unfounded  at  the  descent  of  this  heavy  body,  which 
ra  at  no  great  distance  from  him,  Pearson  snapt  his 


pistol  at  the  train,  no  prsyious  warning  jriven ;  the 
powder  caught,  and  the  mine  exploded.  Had  it  been 
strongly  chuged  with  powdsr,  many  of  those  without 
might  navQ  sufiered.  out  the  explosion  was  only 
poweifiil  enouirh  to  blow  out,  in  a  lateral  direction,  a 
part  of  the  wall  just  above  the  foundation,  sufficient, 
however,  to  destroy  the  eouipoise  of  the  Duilding.— 
Then  amid  a  cloud  of  smoke,  which  began  gradiudly 
to  encircle  the  turret  like  a  shroud,  arising  slowly  from 
its  bass  to  its  summit,  it  was  seen  to  stagger  and 
shake,  by  all  who  had  courage  to  look  steadily  at  a 
sight  so  dreadful.  Slowdy,  at  nrst,  the  building  inclined 
oQtwards,  then  rushed  precipitately  to  its  base,  and 
fell  to  the  ground  in  busiB  fragments,  the  strength  of 
its  resistancs  showing  the  excellence  of  the  mason* 
work.  The  engineer,  so  soon  as  he  had  fired  the  train, 
fled  in  such  alarm  that  he  well  nigh  ran  against  his 
General,  who  was  advancing  towards  him,  while  a 
huge  stone  from  the  summit  of  the  buildin^L  flying 
fiinherthan  thereat,  lighted  within  a  yard  of  them. 

"  Thou  hast  been  over  hasty,  Pearson,"  aaid  Crom- 
well, with  thesreateat  composure  possible— "hath  no 
one  fallen  in  tnat  same  tower  of  Siloe  V* 

"  Some  one  fell,"  said  Pearson,  still  in  great  agita- 
tion, "and  yonder  liea  his  body  half-buried  in  the 
rubbish." 

With  a  quick  and  resolute  step,Crom  well  approached 
the  spot,  and  exclaimed,  "  Pearson,  thou  hast  ruined 
me— the  young  man  hath  escaped.— This  is  our  own 
Bentinel--plagne  on  the  idiot !  Let  him  rot  beneath 
the  ruins  which  crushed  him !" 

A  cry  now  resounded  from  the  platform  of  Rosa- 
mond's Tower,  which  appeared  yet  taller  than  fo^ 
merly,  deprived  of  the  neighbonring  turret,  which 
emulated,  though  it  did  not  attain  to  its  height  "A 
prisoner,  noble  Greneral — a  prisoner— the  fox  whom 
we  have  chased  all  m^t  is  now  in  the  snare— the 
Lord  hath  delivered  him  into  the  hand  of  his  ser- 
vants." ,   „ 

"  Look  you  keep  him  in  safe  custody,"  exclaimeu 
Cromwell,  "and  bring  him  presently  down  to  the 
apjartment  from  which  the  secret  passagea  have  their 
principal  entrance." 

"  Your  Excellency  shall  be  obeyed."    . 

The  proceedings  of  Albert  Lee,  to  which  these  ex- 
damationa  related,  had  been  unfortunate.  He  had 
dashed  from  the  platform,  aa  we  have  related  the  gi- 

Kntic  strength  of  the  soldier  opposed  to  nun,  and 
d  inatantly  jumped  down  into  Hocheclifie  s  cham- 
ber. But  the  soldiers  statbned  there  threw  them- 
selves upon  him,  and  after  a  strua^le,  which  waa 
hopelessly  maintained  against  such  advantage  of 
numbera,  had  thrown  the  young  cavaher  to  the 
ground,  two  of  them,  drawn  down  by  hia  strenuous 
extttions,  falling  across  him.  At  the  same  moment 
a  shaip  and  severe  report  was  heard,  which,  like  a 
clap  or  thunder  in  the  immediate  vicimty,  shook  aU 
around  them,  till  the  strong  and  soUd  tower  tQttered 
like  the  mast  of  a  stately  vessel  when  about  to  part 
by  the  board.  In  a  few  seconds,  this  was  followed 
by  another  sullen  soimd,  at  first  low  and  de^,  hui 
augmenting  like  the  roar  of  a  cataract,  as  it  descenda 
reeling,  bellowing,  and  rushing,  as  if  to  astound  both 
heaven  and  earth.  So  awful,  indeed,  wa«  the  sound 
of  the  neighbouring  tower  as  it  fejL  that  both  the 
captive,  and  those  who  struggled  with  him,  continu- 
ed for  a  minute  or  two  passive  m  eadi  others  grasp. 
Albert  waa  the  first  who  recovered  consciousness 
and  activity.  He  ahook  ofi*  those  who  lay  above 
him,  and  mads  a  desperate  effort  to  gain  hu  feet  in 
which  he  partly  succeeded.  But  as  lie  had  to  deal 
with  men  accustomed  to  every  species  of  danger, 
and  whose  energies  were  recovered  nearly  as  soon  as 
his  own,  he  was  completely  secured,  and  his  urma 
held  down.  Loyal  and  faithful  to  his  trust,  and  re- 
solved to  sustain  to  the  last  the  character  which  he 
had  aasnmed,  he  exclaimed,  ss  his  struggles  were 
finally  ovcjj^wered,  "Rebel  villains!  would  you  slay 

^^"Ha,  ieaid  you  thatf'  cried  one 'of  the  soldiers 
to  the  lance-prisade,  who  commanded  the  party. 
"  Shall  I  not  strike  this  son  of  a  wicked  father  under 
the  fifth  rib,  even  as  the  tyrant  of  Moab  was  smitten 
l^  Ehud  with  a  dagger  of  a  cubit's  length  T 
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But  Robins  answered,  '*  Be  it  far  from  u0,  Merciful 
Strickalthtow,  to  slay  m  oold  blood  the  captive  of 
our  bow  and  of  our  spear.  Methinks,  since  the 
storm  of  Tredagh*  we  have  shed  enough  of  blood- 
therefore,  on  jour  lives  do  him  no  evil ;  hut  take  from 
him  his  armst  and  let  us  brinff  him  before  the  cho«en 
Instrument,  even  our  General,  that  he  may  do  with 
him  what  is  meet  in  his  eyes.' 

By  this  time  the  soldier,  whose  exnitation  had 
maoe  him  the  first  to  communinate  the  intelligence 
from  the  battlements  to  Cromwell,  returned,  and 
brought  commands  oorrenonding  to  the  orders  of 
their  temporary  officer :  ana  Albert  Lee,  disarmed  and 
bound,  was  conducted  as  a  captive  into  the  apart- 
ment which  derived  its  name  from  the  victories  of  his 
ancestor,  and  placed  in  the  presence  of  General 
Cromwell. 

RunninjS  over  in  his  mind  the  time  which  had 
elapsed  smce  the  departure  of  Charles,  till  the  seige, 
if  it  may  be  termed  so,  had  terminated  in  his  own 
capture,  Albert  had  every  reason  to  hope  that  hie  Roy- 
al Master  must  have  had  time  to  aeoomplish  hia  es- 
cape. Yet  he  determined  to  maintain  to  the  last  a 
deceit,  which  im^t  for  a  time  insure  the  King's 
nfety.  The  diflerence  betwixt  them  could  not,  ne 
thought,  be  instantly  discovered,  begrimed  as  he  was 
with  dust  and  smoke,  and  vnin  blood  issuing  from 
some  scratches  received  in  the  scuffle. 

In  this  evil  plight,  but  bearing  himself  with  such 
dignity  as  was  adapted  to  the  pnncely  character,  Al- 
bert was  ushered  mto  the  apartment  of  Victor  Lee, 
where,  in  his  father's  own  chair^  rechned  the  triumph- 
ant enemy  of  the  cause  to  which  the  house  of  Lee 
had  been  hereditarily  faithful 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

A  bwmn  title  hut  thou  boafht  too  dear ; 
Why  didst  tlioa  tell  me  that  thoa  wert  •  Cine  1 

fimry/F.  P»nL 

OuvxB  Cbomwkll  arose  from  his  seat  as  the  two 
veteran  soldiers,  Zerubbabel  Robins  and  Merciful 
Strickal  throw,  introduced  into  the  apartment  the  pri- 
soner, whom  they  held  by  the  arms,  and  fixed  his 
stem  hazel  eye  on  Albert  long  before  he  could  give 
vent  to  the  ideas  which  were  swelling  in  his  boaom. 
Exultation  was  the  most  predominant. 

"Art  not  thou,"  he  at  length  said,  "  that  Egyptian, 
which,  before  these  days,  madest  an  uproar,  and  led- 
dest  out  into  the  wilderness  many  thousand  men,  who 
were  murderers?— Ha,  youth !  I  have  hunted  thee 
from  Staling  to  Worcester,— from  Worcester  to 
Woodstock,  and  we  have  met  at  last !" 

"  I  would,"  replied  Albert,  speaking  in  the  charac- 
ter which  he  had  assumed,  "  that  we  had  met  where 
1,  could  have  shown  thee  the  diflerence  betwixt  a 
rightftil  King  and  an  ambitious  Usurper!" 

Go  to,  young  man,"  said  Cromwell ;  *'  say  rather 
the  diflerence  between  a  judge  raised  up  for  the  re- 
demption of  England,  and  tnc  son  of  those  Kings 
whom  the  Lord  m  bis  anger  permitted  to  reign  over 
her.  But  we, will  not  waste  useless  words.  God 
knows  that  it  is  not  of  our  will  that  we  are  called  to 
such  high  matters,  being  as  humble  in  our  thoughts 
as  we  arc  of  ourselves ;  and  in  our  unassisted  nature 
frail  and  fooUsh  {  and  unable  to  render  a  reason  but 
for  the  better  apirit  within  us,  which  is  not  of  us.— 
Thou  art  weary,  young  man,  and  thy  nature  requires 
rest  and  refection,  being  doubtless  dealt  with  deli- 
cately, as  one  who  hath  fed  on  the  fat  and  drank  of 
the  sweet,  and  who  hath  been  clothed  in  puiple  and 
fine  linen." 

Here  the  General  suddenly  stopt,  and  then  abruptly 
exclaimed—"  But  is  this— Ah !  whom  have  we  here  7 
These  are  not  the  locks  of  the  swarthy  lad  Charles 
Stewart?— A  cheat !  a  cheat !" 

Albert  hastily  cast  his  eyes  on  a  mirror  which  stood 
in  the  room,  and  perceived  that  a  dark  peruke,  found 
among  Doctor  Rocheclifle's  miscellaneous  wardrobe, 
had  been  disordered  in  the  scuflte  with  the  soldiery, 
and  that  his  own  light-brown  hair  was  escaping  fit>m 
beneath  it 

*TrMlagh,or  Drofheda,  wai  taken  by  Cromwell  in  IMS.  by 
om,  and  the  fomnor  and  whole  firriaoo  put  to  the  iword. 


"  Who  is  this  7"  said  CromwelL  stamping  with  fary 
— "  Pluck  the  disguise  from  him !" 

The  soldien  did  so:  and  bringing  him  at  the  same 
time  towards  the  light,  the  deception  could  not  be 
maintained  for  a  moment  bnger,  with  any ponibilitv 
of  success.  Crom  wdl  came  up  to  him  witn  his  teeth 
set,  and  grinding  against  each  other  as  he  spoke,  his 
hands  clenched,  and  trembling  with  emotion,  and 
speaking  with  a  voice  low-pitched,  bitteriy  and  oeephr 
emphatic,  such  as  might  have  preceded  a  stab  with 
his  dagger. 

"  Thy  name,  young  man?" 

He  was  answered  calmly  and  firmly,  while  the 
countenance  of  the  speaker  wore  a  cast  of  tntampfa, 
and  even  contempt, 

"Albert  Lee  of  Ditchley,  a  faithfiil  sofaject  of  King 
Charies." 

"I  might  have  guessed  it,"  saki  CromwelL—**  Ay, 
and  to  King  Chanes  shalt  thou  go,  as  soon  as  it  is 
noon  on  the  dial.— Pearson,"  he  continued,  **let  him 
be  carried  to  the  othen ;  and  let  them  be  executed  at 
twelve  exactly." 

"  All,  sir  7"  said  Pearson,  surprised ;  for  Cromwdl, 
though  he  at  times  made  formidable  examples,  waa^ 
in  general,  by  no  means  sanguinary. 

Aif'— repeated  Cromwell,  fixing  his  eye  on  fotmg 
Lee.—"  Yes,  young  sir^  your  conduct  has  devoted  to 
death  thy  father,  thy  kinsman,  and  the  stranger  that 
was  in  thine  household.  Such  wreck  hast  than 
brought  on  thy  father's  house." 

"  My  father,  too— my  aged  father !"  said  Alben, 
looking  upward,  and  endeavouring  to  raise  bis  hands 
in  the  same  direction,  which  was  prevented  by  his 
bonds.    "  The  Lord's  will  be  done  V^ 

"All  this  havoc  can  be  saved,  if"  said  the  Gensral, 
"thou  wilt  answer  one  question— where  is  theyoumt 
Charles  Stewart,  who  was  called  King  of  ScotlandT* 

"Under  Heaven's  protection^  ana  safe  from  thy 
power,"  was  the  firm  and  unhesitating  answer  of  the 
young  royalist. 

"  Away  with  him  to  prison  P*  said  CromweU ;  **and 
from  thence  to  execution  with  the  rest  of  them,  as 
malignants  taken  in  the  fact  Let  a  court-martial 
sit  on  them  presently." 

"One  word,"  sain  young  Lee^  as  they  led  him  from 
the  room. 

"  StoD,  stop,"  sa^d  Cromwell,  with  the  agitation  of 
renewed  hope — "  let  him  be  heard." 

"  You  love  texts  of  Scripture;"  sakl  Albert—"  Let 
this  be  the  subject  of  your  next  homily— *  Had  Zimri 
peace,  who  slew  his  master?* " 

"Away  with  him,"  said  the  General ;  " let  him  dio 
the  death !— I  have  said  it." 

As  Cromwell  spoke  these  words,  his  aide-de-canqi 
observed  that  he  became  unwontedly  pale. 

"Your  Excellency  is  overtoiled  in  the  public  ser- 
vice," said  Pearson;  "a  course  of  the  stag  in  ths 
evening  will  refresh  you.  The  old  knight  hath  a  no- 
ble hound  here,  if  we  can  but  get  him  to  hunt  with- 
out his  master,  which  may  be  hard,  as  he  is  faithful, 
and" 

"  Hang  him  up  !**  said  Cromwell. 

"What— whom— hang  the  noble  dog?  Your  Ex- 
cellency was  wont  to  love  a  good  hound?" 

"It  mattere  not,"  said  Cromwell;  **let  him  be 
killed.  Is  it  not  written,  that  they  slew  in  the  vslley 
of  Achor,  not  only  the  accursed  Achan,  with  his  simis 
and  his  daughters,  but  also  his  oxen  and  his  asses, 
and  his  sheep,  and  eyery  Uve  thing  belonging  unto 
him  ?  And  even  thus  shall  we  do  to  the  maugnant 
family  of  Lee,  who  have  aided  Sisera  in  his  flight, 
when  Israel  might  have  been  delivered  out  of  tiis 
trouble  for  ever.  But  send  out  couriere  and  patrola-* 
Follow,  pursue,  watch  in  evenr  direction — ^Let  my 
horse  be  ready  at  the  door  in  five  minutes,  or  bring 
me  the  firet  thou  canst  find." 

It  seemed  to  Pearson  that  this  was  something 
wildly  spoken,  and  that  the  cold  perspiration  was 
stanaing  upon  the  Genenl's  brow  as  he  said  it  He 
therefore  again  pressed  the  necessitv  of  repose,  and  it 
would  appear  that  nature  seconded  strongly  the  re- 
presentation. Cromwell  arose  and  made  a  step  or 
two  towards  the  door  of  the  apartment ;  but  stopped, 
staggered,  and,  after  a  pause,  sat  down  in  a  oiair. 
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"IVdjr,  Iriencl  Pearson^"  he  said,  "this  weoiy  car- 
CU8  of  oars  is  .an  impediment  to  us,  even  in  our  most 
necessary  business,  and  I  am  fitter  to  sleep  than  to 
watch«  which  is  not  my  wont.  Place  guards,  there- 
fore, till  we  repose  ourselves  tfor  an  hour  or  two. 
Send  out  in  evezy  direction,  and  spare  not  for  horser 
flesh.  Wake  me  if  the  court-martial  should  require 
iostmction,  and  forget  not  to  see  the  sentence  punc- 
totUy  aiecuted  on  the  Lees,  and  those  who  were 
■nested  with  them.*' 

As  Cromwell  spoke  thus,  he  arose  and  half-opened 
t  bedroom  door,  when  Pearson  again  craved  pardon 
for  aflkin&  if  he  badzightly  understood  his  Excellency, 
tbat  aQ  the  prisonerSiWere  to  be  executed 

"Have  I  not  said  itT'  answered  Cromwell,  die- 
pleaeedly.  "Is  it  because  thoa  art  a  man  of  blood, 
ind  bast  ever  heeiL  that  thou  dost  aflfect  these  scru- 
plea  to  show  thyself  tender-hearted  at  my  expense  1 
I  tefl  thee,  that  if  there  lack  one  in  the  full  tale  of 
esectttion,  thine  own  life  shall  pay  the  forfeits" 

So  saying,  he  entered  the  apartment,  followed  by 
the  sraoffl  oi  his.  dbamber,  who  attended  upon  Pear- 
BOQ^esummonsL 

When  his  General  had  retired,  Pearson  remained  in 
gnat  penlexlty  what  he  ought  to  do ;  and  that  from 
00  ecmpies  of  conacienoe.  but  from  uncertainty  who- 
tJMr  hs  might  not  err  either  in  postponingt  or  in  too 
kutily  ana  too  literally  executing,  the  instractions  he 
hadraoeived. 

In  the  mean  time,  Strickalthrow  and  Robins  had 
returoed,  after  lodging  Albert  in  prison,  to  the  room 
where  Pearson  w»8  stul  musing  on  hisOeneral's  com- 
oindiB.  Both  these  men  were  adjutators  in  their 
inny,  and  old  soldiers,  vrhom  CromweU  was  sccus- 
tomed  to  treat  with  great  familiarity ;  so  that  Robins 
hsd  no  hesitation  to  ask  Captain  Pearson,  **  Whether 
he  meant  to  execute  the  commands  of  ue  General, 
even  to  the  letter  T' 

Petrson  shook  his  head  with  an  'tif  of  donbt,  but 
idded,  "  There  was  no  choice  left" 

"Be  assured,"  said  the  old  man,  "that  if  thou  dost 
this  folly,  thou  v^t  cause  Israel  lo  sin,  and  that  the 
Oeoeral  will  not  be  pheased  with  your  service.  Tiiou 
knowesL  and  none  better  than  thou,  that  Oliver,  al- 
though be  be  like  unto  David  the  soa  of  Jesse,  in 
fuih,  and  wisdom,  and  courage,  yet  there  are  times 
when  the  evil  spirit  cometh  upon  nim  as  it  dki  upon 
SioL  and  he  uttereth  commands  which  he  will  not 
thaok  any  one  for  executing." 

Pearson  was  too  eood  a  politician  to  assent  directly 
to  a  jsQ^Msition  wnich  he  couki  not  deny— he  only 
nook  bts  head  once  more,  and  said  that  it  was  easy 
Iv  those  to  talk,  who  were  not  respoosible,  but  the 
vUier's  duty  was  to  obey  his  orders,  and  not  to  judge 
«then. 

J*  Very  lighteous  truth,"  said  Merciful  Strickal- 
jjnow,  a  gnm  old  Scotchman :  "  I  marvel  where  our 
wthet  Zerubbabel  caught  up  this  softness  of  heart  7" 

**  Why,  I  do  bat  wish,^  said  Zerubbabel,  "  that  four 
orfive  human  creatures  may  draw  the  breath  of  God's 
ur  for  a  few  hours  more ;  there  can  be  small  harm 
done  by  delaying  the  execution.^and  the  General  will 
have  aoine  time  for  reflection." 

"  Av,"  said  C«ptain  Pearsqn^  "  but  I  in  my  service 
nut  he  more  pointedly  obsequious,  than  thou  in  thy 
plainness  art  bound  to  he,  friend  Zerubbabel." 

I*  Then  shall  the  coarse  frieze  cassock  of  the  private 
soldier  help  the  golden  gaberdine  of  the  captain  to 
hear  olit  the  blast,"  said  Zerubbabel.  "  Ay,  indeed,  I 
can  show  you  warrant  why  we  be  aidfiil  to  each  other 
m  doing  acts  of  kindness  and  long-suflering,  seeing 

the  best  of  us  are  poor  sinful  creatures,  who  might 

saner,  being  called  to  a  brief  accounting." 
|*(^  a  verity  you  surprise  me,  brother  Zerubbabel," 

Slid  Sthckaltnrow ;  '*  that  thou,  being  an  old  and  ex- 

Cienced  soldier,  whose  head  hath  grown  gray  in 
tie,  shouklst  give  such  advice  to  a  young  ofncer. 
u  not  the  Generars  commission  to  take  away  the 
wicked  from  the  land,  and  to  root  out  the  Amalekite, 
and  the  Jebusitp,  ana  the  PerizzitCj  and  the  Hittite, 
sad  the  Girgashite,  and  the  Amonte?  and  are  not 
these  men  justly  to  be  compared  to  the  five  kings, 
who  took  shelter  in  the  cave  of  Makedah,  who  were 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun  7 

sD 


and  he  caused  his  captains  and  his  soldiers  to  come 
near  and  tread  on  their  necks-^and  then  he  smote 
them,  and  he  slew  thero^  and  then  he  hanged  them  on 
five  trees,  even  till  evening— And  thou,  Gilbert  Pear- 
son by  name,  be  not  withheld  from  the  duty  which  is 
appointed  to  thee,  but  do  even  ashasbeen  commanded 
by  him  who  is  raised  up  to  judge  and  to  deliver  Israel ; 
for  it  is  written,  '  cursed  is  he  who  holdeth  back  his 
sword  from  the  slaughter.' " 

Thus  vnrangled  the  two  military  theologians,  while 
Pearson,  much  more  solicitous  to  anticipate  the  wishes 
of  Oliver  than  to  know  the  will  of  Heaven,  listened  to 
them  with  great  indecision  and  perplexity. 


CHAPTER  XXXVL 

But  let  m  DOW,  like  soldicn  oo  the  miteb, 

Fkit  the  MMil'i  umtmr  od,  alike  pRipered 

ll'or  all  a  toldier'i  warten  brio|a.-JoANMA  BAium 

Thk  leader  will  recollect,  that  when  Rochecliffeand 
Joceline  were  made  prisoners,  the  party  which  escort- 
ed them  had  two  other  captives  in  their  train,  oamelv, 
Colonel  Everard,  and  the  Rev.  Nebemiah  Hold- 
enougb.  When  CromweU  had  obtained  entrance  into 
Woodatock,  and  commenced  bis  seareh  after  the  fes- 
tive Prince,  the  prisonen  were  placed  in  what  had 
been  an  old  guardroom,  and  which  was  by  its  strength 
well  calculated  to  servo  for  a  prison,  and  a  guard  was 
placed  over  them  by  Pearson.  No  light  was  allowed, 
save  that  of  a  glimmering  fire  of  charcoal.  The  pri- 
sonen remained  separat«i  from  each  other.  Colonel 
Everard  conversing  with  Nebemiah  Holdenough,  at 
a  distance  from  Doctor  RodieclifTe^  Sir  Henry  Leei 
and  Joceline.  The  party  was  soon  after  augmented 
by  Wildrake,  who  was  Brought  down  to  the  Lodge^ 
and  thrust  in  with  so  little  ceremony,  thst,  his  anns 
being  bound,  he  had  very  nearly  fallen  on  bis  nose  in 
the  middle  of  the  prison. 

**  I  thank  you,  my  good  friends,"  he  said,  looking 
back  to  the  door,  which  they  who  had  pushed  him  in 
were  securing^  Point  de  ceremonit — no  apology  for 
tumbling,  so  we  hght  in  good  onnpany;~Save  ya^ 
save  ye,  gentlemen  all— What,  ^  la  mart,  andnothmg 
stirring  to  keep  the  spnits  up,  and  make  a  night  on't? 
—the  last  we  shall  have,  I  take  it;  for  a  make*  to  a 
million,  but  we  trine  to  the  nobbing  eheatt  to-monow. 
—Patron— noble  patron,  how  goes  it7  This  was  but 
a  scurvy  trick  of  Noll,  so  fiar  as  you  were  concerned  s 
as  for  me,  why  I  might  have  deieerved  something  of 
the  kind  at  his  hand?' 

"  Prithee,  Wildrake,  sit  down,"  said  Everaid;  "thou 
art  drunk— dismrb  us  not." 

"Dronk7 1  drunk  7"  cried  Wildrake.  "I  have  been 
sphcing  the  main-brace,  as  Jack  says  at  Wappinr^^ 
have  been  tasting  Noll's  brandy  in  a  bumper  to  me 
King's  health,  and  another  to  his  Excellency's  con* 
fusion,  snd  another  to  the  d— *-n  of  Parliament— and 
it  may  be  one  or  two  more,  but  all  to  devilish  good 
toasts.    But  I'm  not  drunk."  '   ,  «   , 

**  Prithee,  fiiend,  be  not  profiine^"  said  Nebemiah 
Holdenough.  ,     , 

"What,  my  little  Presbyterian  Parscia,  my  slender 
Mass  John  7  thou  shah  say  amen  to  this  wond  in* 
stantly"— said  Wildrake t  "I  have  had  a  weary  tme 
in't  fbr  one.— Ha,  noble  Sir  Henry,  I  kiss  your  hand— 
I  tell  thee,  knight,  the  point  of  my  Toledo  was  nsai 
CromweU  s  heart  last  night,  as  ever  a  button  on  tha 
breast  of  his  doublet.  Rat  him,  he  weara  aecret  arm- 
our—He a  soldier  1  Had  it  not  been  for  a  cursed  steel 
shirt,  I  would  bays  spitied  him  like  a  lark.  Ha, 
Doctor  Rocheclif&7— thou  knowest  I  can  wield  mr 
weapon."  ..      ,         ,         _ 

"Yes,"  replied  the  Doctor,  "and  you  know  I  can 

use  mine."  «,.,..,;      ■  j  «• 

"I  prithee  be  quiet,  Master  Wildrake,"  said  Sir 

""fiay,  good  knight."  answered  Wildrake,  "be 
somewhat  more  coraial  with  a  comrade  in  distresi. 
This  is  a  different  scene  from  the  Brentford  storming 
party.  The  |ade  Fortune  has  been  a  very  step^mother 
to  me.  I  will  sing  you  a  song  I  made  on  my  own 
UMuck."  .    ,„.- ,    , 

"At  this  moment,  Captam  Wudrake,  we  an  not  in 
•  A  half^oy.  t  Haaf  M  the  gtilamn. 
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a  fitting  mood  for  nngiaA"  aakl  Sir  Henry,  driily 
indgrayely. 

"Nay,  it  will  aid  your  derotiona— Esad,  it  lOQndi 
like  a  penitential  psalm. 

Wheo  I  wu  a  roanf  lad, 

BIj  fovtwie  wu  ted, 
ir«'er  Ida  w«U  'ti* a  woodcr. 

1  ipMitall  ny  menu 

Amid  ahupen  and  yiaani, 
Then  I  got  a  commianoQ  to  ptandar. 

I  liav«  itockinga.  'tie  tme. 

Bat  the  deril  a  Moe, 
I  am  foreed  to  wearbooCi  ui  aU  wealhar ; 

Be  d — d  the  boot  nle, 

Cone  on  the  apar-roll, 
Confomided  be  ttaeappar  laatfafar.'*  * 

The  door  qpened  as  WOdrske  finished  this  stanza 
at  the  top  ot  his  Toioe.  and  in  rushed  a  sentmel, 
who,  greetmg  him  by  the  title  of  a  **  blaspbemous 
bellowing  bull  of  Bashan,"  bestowed  a  severs  blow, 
with  his  ramrod,  on  the  shoulders  of  the  songster, 
whose  bonds  permitted  him  no  means  of  returning 
the  compliment. 

"Tour  humble  servant  again,  nr,"  said  Wild- 

rake,  shragging  his  shoulder^—"  sorry  I  have  no 

means  of  snowing  my  gratituds.    I  am  boimd  over 

to  ksep  the  peace,  like  Captain  Bobadil— Ha,  knight, 

did  you  hear  my  bones  clatter  1  that  blow  came 

twangingly  off-the  fdlow  might  inflict  the  basti- 

nadok  were  it  in  presence  of  the  Grand  Seignior 

—he  has  no  taste  for  music,  knight— is  no  way 

moved  by  the  '  conooid  of  sweet  sounds.'     I  will 

warrant  nim  fit  for  treason,  strataxem.  and  spoil— 

Eh  ?— all  down  in  the  mouth— weUr*ril  go  to  sleep 

to-night  on  a  bench,  as  T  ve  done  many  a  night,  and  I 

will  be  ready  to  be  hanged  decently  in  the  morning, 

which  never  happened  to  me  before  in  all  my  life— 

When  I  waa  a  jam  lad, 
My  fortune  waa  bad-- 

Pshaw !  This  is  not  the  tune  it  goes  ta'*  Here  he  foil 
last  asleep,  and  sooner  or  later  all  his  eompanions  in 
misfortune  followed  his  example. 

Tlie  benches  intended  for  the  repose  of  the  soldien 
of  the  guaid,  afioided  the  prisonere  convenienoe 
enough  to  lie  down,  though  tlieir  slumbers,  it  may 
be  beueved,  were  netuier  sound  nor  undistmbed.    But 


applied,  would  have  awakened  the  Seven  Sleepers, 
or  Morpheus  himself.  The  smoke,  penetrating 
through  the  windows,  left  them  at  no  loss  for  the 
cause  of  the  din. 

"  There  went  my  gunpowder,"  said  RochecliA^ 
"  which  has,  I  trust,  blown  up  as  many  rebel  vil- 
lains as  it  mi^t  have  been  the  means  or  destroying 
otherwise  in  a  foir  field.  It  must  have  caught  fire 
by  chance." 

"  By  chance?  no,"  said  Sir  Henry ;  "depend  on  It, 
my  bold  Albert  has  fired  the  train,  and  that  in  yonder 
blast  Cromwell  was  flying  toward  the  heaven  whose 
battlements  he  will  never  reach— Ah,  my  breve  bov ! 
andperhaps  thou  art  thyself  sacrificed,  like  a  youth- 
fill  Samson  among  the  rebellious  Philistines !— But  I 
will  not  be  long  behind  thee,  Albert" 

Bverard  hastened  to  the  door, hoping  to  obtainfrom 
the  guard,  tq  whom  his  name  and  nnk  mii^it  be 
known,  some  explanation  of  the  noise,  which  seemed 
to  announce  some  dreadful  catastrophe. 

But  Nehemiah  Holdenough,  whose  rest  had  been 
brakeii  by  the  trumpet  which  gave  signal  for  the 
explosion,  agpeared  m  the  very  acme  of  norror— "  It 
n  the  trumpet  of  the  Archangel  f  he  cried,—"  it  is 
the  crushing  of  this  world  of  elements— it  is  the  sum- 
mons to  the  Jodgmeot-seat !  The  dead  are  obeying 
the  call— they  are  with  us— they  are  amongst  us— 
they  arise  in  their  bodily  fiames— they  come  to  sum- 
mon us  I" 

As  he  spoke^  his  eyes  were  riveted  upon  Doctor 
Bqcwclifie,  who  stood  direetlv  opposite  to  him.  In 
nsing  hastily,  the  cap  which  he  commonly  wore, 
according  to  a  qistom  then  usual  both  among  cler- 


gymen and  sownmen  of  a  civil  profession,  had  es- 
caped firom  Tub  head,  and  carried  vrith  it  the  large 
silk  patch  which  he  probably,  wore  for  the  purpoaif 
of  disguise ;  for  the  cheek  which  was  discIoMd.  was 
unscsired,  and  the  eye  as  good  as  that  which  was 
usually  uncovered. 

Colonel  Everard  returning  firom  the  door,  endea- 
voured in  vain  to  make  Master  Holdenough  com- 
prehend what  he  learned  firom  the  guard  vrithoni, 
that  the  explosion  had  involved  only  the  death  of  one 
of  Cromwell's  soUiers.  The  Presbyteiign  divina 
continued  to  stare  wildly  at  him  of  thtf  EtHSoopal 
persuasiorL" 

But  Doctor  Boefaeclifie  heard  and  understood  th» 
news  brought  by  Colonel  Evererd,  and,  relieved  fron 
the  instant  anxiety  which  had  kept  him  stetxmary, 
he  advanced  towards  the  retiring  Calvinist,  extending 
his  hand  in  the  most  friendly  manner. 

"  Avoid  thee-Avoid  thee  r  said  HoUeooqgh,  "  the 
livirig  may  not  join  hands  vrith  the  dead." 

"But  I,"  nid  Roehedifie,  "  am  as  much  alivn  m 
you  are." 

"  Thou  alive  1— thou !  Joseph  Albany,  whom  my 
own  eyes  saw  precipitated  from  the  battiements  at 
aidesthrow  CastleT' 

"Ay^"  answered  the  Doctor,  "but  von  did  not  sea 
me  swim  ashore  on  a  marsh  covered  with  aed^ea— 
>u^  «Mi  soliew— after  a  manner  which  I  will  explain 
to  you  another  tima** 

Holdenough  touched  his  hand  with  doubt  and  un- 
certainty. ^Thou  art  indeed  warm  and  alive^"  ha 
said,  "  Kod.  yet  after  so  many  blows,  and  a  fall  ao  tia- 
mendous— thou  can'st  iK>t  be  my  Joseph  Albany.  " 

"  I  am  Joseph  Albany  RochecUfie^''  said  the  Doe- 
tor,  "  become  so  in  virtue  of  my  mothers  littla 
estatei  which  fines  and  confiscationa  have  made  an 
end^" 

"  And  is  it  so  indeed  r  said  HoMenoogh,  "  and  hava 
I  recovered  mine  old  chum !"  * 

"  Even  so,"  replied  Rocheclifik  "  by  the  same  toksD 
I  appeared  to  you  in  the  Mirror  Chamber^— Tboa  wen 
so  bold,  NehemialL  that  our  whole  scheme  would 
have  beisn  ahipwrecked,  had  I  not  snpeared  to  thee  in 
the  ahape  of  a  departed  friend.  Yet,  believe  wb,  h 
went  acputtst  my  heart  to  do  it." 

"  Ah,  fie  on  thoe^  fie  on  thee,"  aaid  HoMenoogb. 
throwing  himself  into  his  arm%  and  daning  hua 
to  his  bosom,  "  then  wert  ever  a  naumty  was. 
How  CQuldst  thou  play  me  auch  a  trick  1  Ah.  fi- 
bany,  dost  thou  remember  Dr.  Paefoy  and  Obhs 
College  r 

**MarTy,  do  I."  said  the  Doctor,  throating  fab 


tech  a  aoar,  or  aaaDethiac  wnj  like  it,  may  be  fopod  in 
j*a Taatabla  Miaeellaajr, amoof  the  wild  ilipa  of  mia- 
wbich  are  than  eoljcelMV 


arm  through  the  fteabyterian  divine's,  and  gnid- 

Xbim  to  a  aeat  apart  from  the  other  pnaooeia, 
witneafied  this  scene  with  much  sorotisa.  "  Ba- 
member  Caius  College  T  said  Rocheclifle,  "  ay,  mad 
rhe  good  ale  we  drank,  and  our  parties  to  mother 
Hump's." 

"Vanity  of  vanities,"  said  HoldenoQgh,  smiling 
kindly  at  the  aame  time,  and  still  boldiag  his  reoo- 
vered  fiiend's  arm  endosM  and  hand-locked  in  his. 

"  But  the  breakingthe  Principal's  orchard,  ao  deaa- 
ly  done,"  said  the  Doctor;  "it  was  the  first  plot  I 
ever  framed,  and  much  work  I  had  to  prevail  on  thea 
to  go  into  it." 

*^0h,  name  not  that  iniquity,"  ssid  Nfihemish, 
"since  I  may  well  say,  as  the  pious  Master  Baxter, 
that  these  boyish  offences  have  had  their  ponishment 
in  later  years,  inasmuch  as  that  inoidinate  appslils 
for  fruit  hath  produced  atomachic  aflectiona  ander 
which  I  yet  labour." 

"  True,  true,  dear  Nehemiah."  said  Rochediflb,  **bat 
care  not  for  tnem— a  dram  oi  brandy  will  correct  it 
all.  Mr.  Baxter  waa^"— he  was  about  to  aay,  "  an 
ass,"  but  checked  himseli^  and  only  fiUed  np  ths 
sentence  with  "a  good  man,  I  dare  aay,  bat  over 
scrupulous." 

So  they  sat  down  together  the  best  of  friends,  and 
for  half  an  hour  talked  with  mutual  delight  over  old 
college  stories.  By  degrees  they  got  on  the  politics 
of  the  day;  and  though  then  they  unclasped  their 
hands,  and  there  occurred  between  them  such  expres- 
sions as  " Nay,  mvdear  brother,"  and,  "there I  must 
needs  difl^,"  and,  "on  this  point  I  cnve  leave  to 
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tiunk;"  y«t  a  hae  and  cry  againtt  the  Independents 
and  other  eectariats  honx  staited^  their  followed  like 
brethren  in  ftiD  halloo,  and  it  w^  hard  to  guesa 
wMdi  was  moet  forward.  Unhappilv,  in  the  course 
of  this  amicablo  intercourea  soraething  was  men- 
tioned abooi  the  bishopric  of  Titus,  which  at  once  in* 
'VolTed  them  in  the  doctrinal  question  of  Church 
Oovemment  Then,  alas  I  the  floodeates  were  opened, 
and  thef  showered  on  each  other  Greek  and  Hebrew 
texts,  wnile  their  eyes  kindled,  their  cheeks  glowed, 
their  hands  became  clenched,  and  they  looked  more 
like  fierce  polemics  about  to  tend  each  other's  eyes 
ooL  than  Christian  diirines. 

Roger  Wildrake,  by  making  himself  an  auditor  of 
the  debate^  contriTed  to  augnient  its  violence.  He 
took,  of  ooinae.  a  most  decided  oart  in  a  question,  the 
merits  of  which  were  totally  unknown  to  him.  Some- 
what ovenwed  bv  Holdenough's  ready  oratory  and 
learning;  the  cavalier  watched  with  a  (ace  of  anxiety 
the  countenance  of  Doctor  RocheclifTe ;  but  when  he 
Mw  the  proud  eye  and  steady  bearing  of  the  Episco- 
pal champion,  and  heard  him  answer  Greek  with 
Greek,  and  Hebrew  with  Hebrew,  Wildrake  backed 
hie  aiiniments  as  he  cloeed  them,  with  a  stoat  fap 
mKm  the  bench,  and  an  etidting  laugh  in  the  face  of 
me  antagonist.  It  was  with  some  difficulty  that  Sir 
Henry  and  Colonel  Everard,  having  at  length  and 
rdoctantly  interfered,  prevailed  on  the  two  alienated 
friends  lo  majaam  their  dispute,  removing  at  the  same 
ame  to  a  distance,  and  regarding  each  other  with 
koka  in  which  old  friendship  appeared  to  have  totally 
given  way  to  mutual  animosity. 

But  wnile  they  sat  lowering  on  each  other,  and 
VNUsing  <o  renew  a  contest  in  which  each  claimed  the 
irietory.  Pearson  sntmed  the  prison,  and  in  a  low  and 
iroabled  ToicCi  desired  the  persons  whom  it  contained 
lo  prepare  for  mstant  deatL 

Sir  Henry  Lee  received  the  doom  with  the  stem 
eompoeure  which  he  had  hitherto  displayed.  Colonel 
Kirerard  attempted  the  interposition  of  a  stron|(  and 
reeeotful  appeal  to  the  Parliament  against  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court-martial  and  the  G^eraL  But 
Pearson  declined  to  receiye  or  transmit  any  such  re- 
monstrance, and  with  a  dejected  look  apd  melan- 
choly preeasA  renewed  his  exhortation  to  them  to 
prepare  for  the  hoar  of  noon,  and  withdrew  from  his 
jiriaon. 

The  operation  of  this  intelligehce  on  the  two  cleri- 
cal disputants  was  more  remarkable.  They  gaied 
far  a  moment  on  each  other  with  eyes  in  which  re- 
pentant kindnesa  and  a  feeling  of  generous  shame 
qaenehed  every  lingerina  feeling  of  resentment, 
and  joining  in  the  mntaal  exclamation^'*  My  bro- 
ther—my brother,  I  have  sinned,  I  have  smned, 
in  ofl^ding  thae!"  they  rushed  into  each  other's 
anna,  shea  tears  as  they  demanded  each  other's 
ferghrenees,  and,  like  two  warriors,  who  sacrifice  a 
personal  qoand  to  dischanp  their  duty  against  the 
common  enemy,  th«7  recalled  nobler  ideas  of  their 
sacred  character,  and,  assuming  the  part  which  best 
benme  them  on  an  occasion  so  melancholy,  be- 

Si  to  exhort  those  around  them  to  meet  the  doom 
t  bad  been  announced,  with  the  firmness  and  dig« 
aity  which  Christianity  alone  can  givei 
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ifssBM  to  oar  God, 
Aad  lay  tiM  Iron  rale  asido, 
Bt  thios  tlio  olivo  rad. 

BaOai^airCUrlm 

Tin  boor  appointed  for  execntion  had  been  long 

Kt,  and  it  was  about  five  in  the  evening,  when  the 
tector  summoned  Pearson  to  Us  presence.    He 
wsnt  with  fear  and  reluctance,  tmoertain  how  he 
might  be  received.    After  remaining  about  a  quarter 
of  sn  hour,  the  aide-de-camp  retomed  to  Victor  Lee^s 
Mrlonr,  wnere  he  foand  the  old  soldier,  Zembbabel 
Kobin%  in  attendance  for  his  return. 
**How  is  OIiTer'?'*  said  the  old  man,  anxiously. 
*'Wby.  well,"  answered  Pearson,  "and  hath  asked 
)  qoescions  of  the  execntion,  bat  many  eonoeming 


the  reports  We  have  been  able  to  make  regarding  the 
flight,  of  the  young  man,  and  is  mtfch  moved  at 
thinking  he  must  now  be  beyond  pursuit  Also  I 
gave  him  certainpapers  belonging  to  the  malignant 

"Then  WiU  I  venture  upon  him,"  said  the  adjutator  t 
*'so  eve  me  a  napkin  that  I  may  look  like  a  sewer, 
and  fetch  lip  the  food  which  I  directed  ehould  be  in 
readiness." 

Two  troopers  attended  accordingly  with  a  ration  of 
beef,  euch  as  was  distributed  to  the  private  soldiers^ 
and  dressed  after  their  fashion— «  pewter  pot  of  ale^ 
a  trencher  with  salt,  black  pepper,  and  a  loaf  of  am- 
munition bread.  "  Come  with  me,"  he  said  to  Pear- 
son, "and  fear  not— Noll  Iotss  an  innocent  jest." 
He  boldly  entered  the  Genetal*a  sleeping  apartment, 
and  said  abud.  "Arise,  thou  that  art  called  to  be  a 

1'udge  m  Israel— let  there  be  no  more  folding  of  the 
landa  to  sleep.  Lo,  I  come  as  a  sign  to  thee ;  where- 
fore arise,  eat,  drink,  and  let  thy  heart  be  glad  within 
thee,  for  thou  shalt  eat  with  joy  the  food  of  him  that 
Jaboureth  in  the  trenches,  seeing  that  since  thou  wert 
commander  over  the  host,  the  poor  sentinel  hath  had 
such  provisions  as  1  have  now  placed  for  thine  own 
refreshment." 

"Truly,  brother  Zerubbabel,"  said  Cromwell,  ae- 
coetomed  to  such  starts  of  enthusiasm  among  his 
foOowera^ "  we  would  wish  that  it  were  so;  neither  is 
it  our  deatrs  to  sleep  soft,  nor  feed  more  highly,  than 
the  meaneet  that  ranks  under  our  banners,  verily, 
thou  hast  chosen  well  for  my  refreshment  and  me 
smell  of  the  food  is  savoury  in  my  nostrils." 

He  aroee  torn  the  bed,  on  which  he  had  lain  down 
half  dreeeed,  and  wrapping  his  cloak  around  him.  sat 
down  by  the  bedside,  and  partook  heartily  of  the  plain 
food  wmch  was  prepared  for  him.  Whfle  he  was  eat- 
ing; Cromwell  commanded  Pearson  to  finish  his  re- 
port—" Ton  need  not  deeist  for  the  presence  o^  a  wor- 
thv  soUier,  whose  spirit  is  as  my  spirit" 

"Nay,  but"  interrupted  Robins,  "  you  are  to  know 
that  Gilbert  Pearson  nath  not  fully  executed  thy  com- 
mands, touching  a  part  of  those  malignantsy  aU  of 
whom  should  have  died  at  noon." 

"  What  execution— what  mal»nantsf '  said  Crom- 
welLlaying  down  his  knife  and  fork. 

"  Those  in  the  prison  here  at  Woodstock,"  answered 
SSenibbabel,  "whom  your  Excellency  commanded 
should  be  executed  at  noon,  aa  taken  in  the  feet  of 
rebellion  againat  the  Commonwealth." 

"  Wretch  P'  said  Cromwell,  starting  m>  and  address- 
ing Pearson,  "  thou  hast  not  touched  Mark  Everard, 
in  whom  there  was  no  guilt,  for  he  waa  deceived  by 
him  who  passed  between  on— neither  hast  thou  pat 
forth  thy  hand  on  the  pragmatic  Presbyterian  minister, 
to  have  all  thoee  of  their  classes  cry  nerliege,  and 
alienate  them  from  us  for  ever  T' 

"If  your  Excellency  wiah  them  to  live^  they  liv^- 
their  me  and  death  are  in  the  power  of  a  word,"  oaid 
Pearson. 

"Enfranchise  them;  I  must  gain  the  Presbyterian 
interest  over  to  us  if  I  can." 

"Rocfaedifie,  the  arch-plotter,"  said  Pearson,  "I 
thought  to  have  executed,  but" 

"Barbaroua  man,"  said  CromweQ,  "  alike  migrtls- 
fol  and  impolitic— wooldst  thou  have  destroyed  onr 
daeoy-duck  1  This  doctor  is  but  like  a  welL  a  shallow 
one  indeed,  but  eomething  deeper  than  the  springa 
which  discnarf^e  their  eecret  tribute  into  hia  keeping  i 
then  come  I  vnth  a  pomp,  and  suck  it  all  op  to  tna 
open  sir.  Enlarge  hini,  and  let  him  have  money  if  ha 
wanta  it  I  know  his  haunts ;  he  can  go  no  whera 
but  our  eye  will  be  upon  him.— Bat  yoa  took  at  eaeb 
other  darkly,  aa  if  you  had  more  to  say  than  yon 
durst  I  trust  yoa  have  not  done  to  death  Sir  Heniy 
Leel" 

"No.  Yet  the  man."  replied  PeanoB,"ia a ooa- 
firmed  malignant,  and 

"  Ay.  bathe  ie  alao  a  noble  relic  of  the  ancient  En* 
(dish  Gentleman,"  ssid  the  General  '*!  mdd  I 
knew  how  to  win  the  favour  of  that  race !  But  w% 
Pearson,  whose  royal  robea  are  the  armoor  which  wa 
wearon  our  bodiea,  and  whooe  hsading-stavea  are  oor 
sceptres,  sre  too  newly  set  up  to  draw  the  respsqt  of 
the  proud  malignant^  who  cannot  brook  to  saonut  «t 
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IcM  than  royal  lincape.  Yet  what  can  they  Etc  in  the 
longest  kin;r1y  lino  in  Kiirup'.*.  f>avo  that  it  run?  back 
to  a  siicrrsstiil  f^oliiier?  I  ^ruili^cthat  iHicman  should 
be  honourwl  and  followc-.i,  bf'«raus<!  he  is«  th«!  dtfscend- 
antnf  a  viotoriou:*  coininandtr.  while  less  honour  and 
allegiance  is  paid  to  anotiier,  who,  in  pf.TSonal  quali- 
ties, and,  in  success,  mii^hl  eMUilale  tlie  founder  of  his 
rival's  dynasiv.  Well,  Sir  Henry  Le--  lives  and  shall 
live  for  me.  His  son,  indeed,  hath  de^K?rved  the  death 
which  he  haR  doubtless  ausiainrd." 

"My  lord,"  stammered  I'enrson,  "since  your  Ex- 
cellency has  found  1  am  ri;rlit  in  susp'Muhn?;  your 
order  in  so  many  instances  I  tru.it  you  will  not  blame 
me  in  this  aUo~I  thought  it  best  to  await  more  special 
orders," 

"  Thou  art  in  a  mighty  merciful  humour  this  morn- 
ins.  Pt-arstin."  snid  CroinwtU,  not  entirely  satislu^i. 

If  your  Excellency  please,  thehalltr  is  ready,  and 
so  is  the  pn)Vu.«l-niar.^hal." 

"  ?>'ay,  if  sjeh  a  l»lo(Mly  fellow  as  thou  hast  spared 
him,  it  would  ill  bi-.'ome  me  to  di'}«troy  him,''  said  the 
Gcni.'ral.  *'  But  then,  here  is  anion;;  Roehtrlinc's 
papers  the  en;;agement  of  twenty  dciM-radoesto  take 
us  ofF— some  example ouirhl  lo  In*  made." 

"  My  lord,"  saiil  Zerubbabil,  "  consider  now  how 
often  tnis  younn  man,  Albert  Lee,  huth  been  near  vou, 
nay,  probably,  quite  close  to  your  Excellency,  in  tnese 
dark  pa.sr<a-.:es,  which  he  knew,  and  we  did  not.  Had 
be  hi*en  of  an  as.>«assin's  nutun*,  it  would  have  cost 
bim  but  a  pistol-shut,  and  the  Imht  of  Israel  was  extin- 
guished. Nay,  in  the  unavoidable  confusion  which 
must  havf  ensued,  the  srntinels  quitting  their  po.sts, 
be  mii^hi  have  had  a  fair  chance  of  estiape." 

"Enough,  Zerubbabcl;  he  lives,"  paid  the  General. 
"He  shall  H'main  in  custodv  fors*>me  lime,  liowever, 
and  bo  then  banishid  from  England.  The  other  two 
^re  safe,  of  course :  for  vou  would  not  dream  of 
considerin;^  such  paltry  fellows  as  tit  victims  for  my 
rcven:;e.'' 

"  One  fellow,  the  under-keener,  called  Jolillb,  de- 
sorvcs  death,  however,"  said  Pearson,  "  since  he  has 
frankly  admitted  that  he  slew  honest  JosL'ph  Tom- 
kins." 

"  He  d'^ser\'es  a  reward  for  saving  us  a  labour."  said 
Cromwi'll  ;  "  that  Tomkins  was  a  most  double- 
hearted  villain.  I  have  found  evidence'  amoni;  these 
papers  lure,  that  if  wu  had  Ursi  the  fi^ht  rn  Worcester, 
we  should  have  had  n.':ison  to  iviiret  that  we  had  ever 
tnisted  Master  Tomkins— it  was  only  our  success 
which  antu'ipatied  his  treachery— write  us  down 
debtor,  not  creditor,  to  Joceline,  an  you  call  him  so, 
and  to  his  quarterstatl!" 

"  There  remains  the  sacrilcijious  and  pracclcss 
cavali'T  who  attempted  your  Excellency's  lifu  last 
niflht,"  said  Pearsoii. 

"  Nay."  said  the  General,  "  that  were  stooping  too 
low  for  revenue.  His  sword  had  no  more  power  than 
had  he  ihnisted  with  a  tobaeeo-pipi'.  Eai^lcs  stoop 
not  at  mallards,  or  wild-drake«  either." 

"  Yet,  sir,"  said  Pearson,  "  the  fellow  should  he 
punished  as  a  libeller.  The  quantity  of  foul  and  pes- 
tilential abuse  which  we  found  in  his  pockets  makes 
me  loath  he  should  ko  altogether  free— Please  to  look 
at  ihem,  sir." 

"  A  most  vile  hand,"  said  Oliver,  as  he  looked  at  a 
aheet  or  two  of  our  friend  Wildrake's  poetical  mis- 
cellanies—"  The  very  hand  writinif  seems  to  be  drunk. 
and  the  ver>'  poetry  not  sober  -What  have  we  here  7 

'  Whon  I  H'u  a  vuune  lad. 
My  fortune  w.-in  bad— 
Ife'er  I  do  well,  'tif  a  wonder'— 

Why,  what  trash  is  this  7— and  then  again— 

*  Now  A  pl.-ictio  on  the  poll 
Ori>ld  pnlllli-  .Nf.lll 

W«?  will  ilriiik  ull  wr  bnn* 
In  triumph  hack  tlio  Kinf .' 

In  tmth,  if  it  could  be  done  that  way,  this  poet 
would  be  a  .*-iout  champion.  Give  thf  poor  knave 
tiv3  pieces,  Pearson,  and  hid  him  s^o  soil  nis  ballads. 
If  bciM)m)'  within  twcntvmilen  of  our  person,  though, 
we  will  have  him  flog'-^xl  till  the  blood  runs  down  to 
hi9  heels." 

'  There  remains  only  one  stntcncod  person,"  said 


Pearson,  "a  noble  vv.ilf-ho'jntL  finer  than  any  your 
Ex/ellencj' saw  i[i  Inland.  He  belonL?  ut  ifu*  old 
knijjlit  i>ir  Henry  Lee.  Should  you»-  Excellency  pot 
desire  to  kcLp  the  fine  creature  yuurs»'lf,  nii^hi  I  pie* 
sumo  to  bej;  that  I  misrht  have  brave  ?" 

"  No,  Pearst)n,"  said  Cromwell;  "  the  old  man.  m 
faithful  himstlf.  ithali  not  be  dephveil  of  his  faithiul 
d»)j;.— I  would  /had  any  creature,  were  it  but  a  do^ 
that  foili»we«l  me  becau.'je  it  loved  me,  not  for  what  it 
could  make  of  me." 

/' Vonr  Exrtlliney  is  uniust  to  your  faithful  sol- 
diers," said  /erubbani  I,  bhmtly,  '*  wh«.i  follow  you  like 
dogs,  fi^lit  for  you  like  do^«  and  have  tlu*!;rave  of  a 
dou  on  ihe  spot  win  re  they  happen  to  fall." 

"  How  now,  old  grumblir,"  said  the  General,  "what 
means  tins  ehan^'e  of  note?" 

*■  Corporal  Humsnidaon's  remains  arc  left  to 
moulder  undi'T  the  ruins  of  yondiT  tow^r,  and  .Tom- 
kins is  thrust  into  a  hole  in  a  ilneket  like  a  i>"ast.' 

'•  Triip,  trn.',"  said  Crumwdl,  "  they  shall  be  re- 
movi'd  to  tin'  churchyard,  and  eveiy  soldier  shall 
aMend  with  cotkades  of  sca-cret n  ntiii  Mul-  riband— 
Every  one  of  the  non-com  mi  ssiont.-l  oflicirs  and  ad- 
jutators  shrdi  have  a  mourning  s<*arf ;  we  ourst*lv€i 
will  lead  the  pnjcf  .«sion,  and  there  bhall  be  a  pioper 
dole  of  wine,  burnt  brandy,  and  rosinuiry.  Sr e  tnat 
It  is  tlone,  Piarson.  After  the  funeral,  Woodstock 
Khali  he  dismantled  and  ilestroyed,  that  its  recessci 
may  not  again  afford  shelter  to  rebels  and  malia- 
nanfs." 

The  commands  of  the  G«^neral  w^re  r'lnctuallv 
obeyed,  and  when  the  other  prisoiiL-rs  were  dismissed, 
Albert  Lei- remaiiu-d  for  some  time  in  cusn>tiy.  He 
Wf^nt  abroad  after  his  liUiraiion,  entered  in  King 
CharbVs  (Tiiard>\  where  he  was  i)romoied  by  that 
monarch.  Hut  his  fate,  as  we  snail  sto  hercaftei; 
onlv  allowetl  him  a  "-hori  though  bright  career. 

Ue  r.iurn  to  the  lilHration  of  the  other  prisonot 
from  Woodstock.  The  two  divin«'s,  coniplett-ly  w- 
conciled  to  each  tttlur,  retreateil  arm  in  arm  to  the 
parfonauf^-house,  formerly  the  residence  of  Doctor 
Rochrclifle,  but  which  he  now  visited  as  the  guest ol 
his  successor,  Neheiniah  Holdenou;^h.  The  Presby- 
terian h.ad  no  sooner  instaliwi  his  friend  under  hia 
roof,  than  he  urgi\l  up«)n  him  an  ofTer  lo  paiiake  it, 
and  the  income  annexed  to  it,  as  his  own.  Dr.  Koche 
cliffe was  much  atlicted,  but  wi.«ily  rejected  thegcnei^ 
«Mis  offer,  considering  the  dirtlrenee  of  their  tenets  OB 
Church  povernmcnt,  which  laeh  enteriaineil  as  T«ii- 
jjiously  as  his  crei  d.  .\nother  debate,  though  a  light 
one,  on  the  subject  of  the  olfice  of  Kishops  in  the 
Primitive  Chundi,  confirmed  him  in  his  res4>lutk>n. 
Tliey  narl(  d  the  next  day,  and  their  friendship  re- 
maimil  undisturbed  by  controversy  till  Mr.  Holde- 
nou^di's  death,  in  1G5S;  a  harmony  which  might  be 
in  some  deforce  owing  lo  their  never  mectine  again 
after  their  imprisonment.  Doctor  Rochccliffe  wu 
restored  to  liis  living  after  the  Restoration,  and  aa- 
cended  from  thence  to  high  clerical  prefemienL 

The  inferior  personages  of  the  ;:rand  jail-delivery ai 
Woodstock  Lodge  easily  found  them.««elves  temporaiy 
accommfKiations  in  the  town  among  old  nuiuainf 
ancc ;  hut  no  one  ventured  to  entertain  the  old  knLgfai, 
understood  to  be  so  much  under  the  tlisplea sure  ofthe 
niling  powers ;  and  even  the  innkef.pur  of  the  Georgia 
who  had  been  one  of  his  tenants,  scarce  dared  to 
admit  him  to  the  common  nrivileges  of  a  traveller, 
w  ho  has  IikmI  and  lodging  for  his  money.  Everara 
attend»Hi  him  unrequested,  unik-i  mil  ted.  nut  also  un- 
forbiilden.  The  heart  of  the  old  man  haa  been  turned 
once  more  towards  him  when  h«r  learned  how  he  hid 
behavefl  at  ihe  memorable  rencontre  at  the  Rmg** 
Oak,  and  saw  that  he  was  an  object  of  the  enmity, 
rather  than  the  favour  of  Cromwell.  But  there  wu 
another  wcret  feeling  which  fended  to  reconcile  him 
to  his  nephew— the  consciousness  ihat  Evtrardsharai 
with  him  the  deep  anxiety  which  he  experienced  on  ac- 
count of  his  daughter,  wha  had  not  yet  retunieilfiom 
hr  r  doubtful  aiiff  piTilous  exp^.-dinon.  He  felt  that  ha 
hitiiself  would  iK-rhaps  be  unable  to  discover  when 
Aliee  had  taken  refuge  during  the  late  events,  or  10 
obtain  her  diliveranee  if  she  was  taken  into  custody. 
He  wished  Ev(  rard  to  ofTer  him  his  service  in  maki>« 
a  search  for  her,  but  shaiuc  pravented  his  preAiirioi 
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the  rBQaeBt  i  and  Eyereid,  who  could  not  suspect  the 

Stanea  elate  of  his  iincle^a  minct  Avas  afraid  to  maHe 
e  pwposai  of  aasiatanee,  or  ev^n  to  name  the  name 
eTAHee^ 

The  sun  had  already  set— thev  sat  looking  each 
odMris-tfaeface  in  aliened,  wb^  the  trampThigof 
bersee  was  heard—there  was  knocking  at  the  door— 
there,  was  a  light  step  on  the  stair,  ana  Alice,  the  rab- 
Ndl.  of  their  anxiety,  stood  before  them.  She  threw 
oerself  ioyfuUy  into  her  fefher^s'  arms,  who  glanced 
his  ejre  needfaUy  round  the  room,.ashe^aid  inawhis- 
p^    Is  all  sale  7 

"^Salfr  and  oat  of  danger,  as'  I  trost,"  replied  Alice— 
*Hiave  a  token  for  yon" 

Her  efe  then  rested  on  ETerard— she  bluriiod,  was 
Mnbarrused.  and  siknL 

*>Toa  need  not  fear  your  Presbyterian  cousin,''  said 
the  kjiKfat,  with  a  good-humoured  smile,  *'ne  has 
Unteu  proved  a  confessor  at  least  for  loyalty,  and 
Fuk  the  nsk' of  being  a  martyr.'* 

She  pulled  from  her  bosom  the  royal  rescript 
written  on  a  small  and  soiled  piece  of  paper,  and  tied 
RRmd  with  a  worsted  thread  instead  or  a  seal.  Such 
u  it  was,.  Sir  Henry  ere  he  opened  it  pressed  the  little 
packet  with  Oriental  veneration  to  lli^  -}ip&;  'to  bis 
hearL  to  his  forehead ;  and  it  was  liot 'before  a  tear 
hid  dropt  on  it  that  he  found  courage  to  open  and  read 
the  billet.    It  waa  in  these  words  :— 

"LOTAL    OVB    MUCH    XSTRHKD    FbXEND,    AlTD    0171 

TBcsTV  Subject, 
**It  having  become  known  to  us  that  a  purpose  of 
mairiage  has  been  entertained  betwixt  Mre.  Alice 
Lee.  your  onlv  daughteri  and  Markham  Everard,  Esq. 
€f  Everaly  Cnase,  her  kinsman,  and  by  affiancy  your 
nephew :  And  being  assured  that  this  match  would 
be  highly  agreeable  to  you,  had  it  not  been  for  certain 
mpects  to  our  servic&wnich  induced  you  to  refuse 
9por  consent  thereto— We  do  therefore  acquaint  you, 
Oat.  fu  from  our  afiauv  suffering  by  such  an  alliance, 
we  do  exhort,  and,  so  for  as  we  may,  require  you  to 
eonsent  to  the  same,  as  you  would  wish  to  do  us  good 
pkisttre,  and  greatly  to  advance  our  afiaire.  Leaving 
to  yoo.  nevertheless,  as  becometh  a  Christian  King, 
the  fall  exercise  of  your  own  discretion  concerning 
other  obstacles  to  such  an  alliance,  which  may  exist, 
ndependent  of  those  connected  with  our  service. 
Witness  our  hand,  together  with  our  thankiiil  recol- 
leetiDna  of  your  good  services  to  our  late  Royal  Father 
ai  well  as  oorselvee,  '*  C.  R." 

Long  and  steadily  did  Sir  Henrv  gaze  on  the  letter, 
•0  thai  it  might  almost  seem  as  if  he  were  jget  ting  it 
by  heart.  He  then  placed  it  carefully  in  his  pocket- 
book,  and  asked  Alice  the  account  other  adventures 
of  .the  preceding  night  They  were  briefly  told.  Their 
midnight  walk  through  the  Chase  had  been  speedily 
ind  safely  accomplished.  Nor  had  the  King  once 
ntde  the  idigbtest  relapse  into  the  naughty  Louis 
Kemeguy.  when  she  had  seen  Charles  and  his  at- 
taadant  aet  ofl^  she  had  taken  some  repose  in  the  cot- 
tage where  they  parted.  With  the  morning  came 
news  that  Woodstock  was  occupied  by  soldiers,  so 
that  return  thither  might  have  led  to  danger,  suspi- 
cion, and  inquiry.  Ahce  therefore  did  not  attempt  it 
bat  went  to  a  house  in  the  neighbourhood,  inhabited 
by  a  lad]r  of  established  loyalty,  whose  hiuband  had 
been  major  of  Sir  Henry  Leers  raiment,  and  had 
bUen  at  the  battle  of  Naaeby.  Mrs.  Aylmer  was  a 
sensible  woman,  and  indeed  the  necessities  pf  the 
angular  times  had  sharpened  every  one's  faculties  for 
stratagem  and  intrigue.  She  sent  a  faithful  sprvant 
to  scout  about  the  mansion  at  Woodstock,  who  no 
sooner  saw  the  prisonera  dismissed  and  in  safety,  and 
asoertamed  the  knight's  destination  for  the  evening, 
man  he  carried  the  news  to  his  mistress,  and  by 
her  ordera  attended  Alice  on  horKback  to  join  her 
liither. 

.  There  was  seldom,  perhaps,  an  evening  meal  made 
in  such  abaolnte  silence  as  by  this  embarrassed  party, 
each  occopied  with  their  own  thoughts,  and  at  a  loss 
how  to  fathom  those  of  the  othera.  At  length  the 
hour  came  when  Alice  felt  herself  at  liberty  to  retire 
to  repose  after  a  day  so  fatiguing.    Everard  handed 


her  to  the  door  of  her  Apartment,  and  was  then  him- 
self about  to  take  leave,  when,  to  his  surprise, 
his  uncle  asked  him  to  return,  pointed  to  a  chair, 
and  giving  him  the  King's  leUer  to  read,  fixed 
his  looks  on  him  steadily  during  the  perusal;  de- 
termined that  if  he  could  discover  aught'  short  of 
the  utmost  delight  in  the  reading,  the  commands  of 
thf  King  himself  .should  be  disooeyed,  rather  than 
Ahce  should  be  sscrijSced  to  one  wboreceiviednother 
hand  as  the  greateat  blessing  earth  boa. to  bestow. 
But  the  features  of  Everard  indicated  joyful  hope,  even 
beyond  what  the  fother  eould  have  ajxticipate^,  yet 
mingled  with  surprise  ]  and  when  he  raised  ma  eye 
to  the  knight's. with  timidity  and  doubt,  a  smile  was 
on  Sir  Henry's  oountepance  as  he  broke  ailenceu 
*'The  King,"  he  saidf  "had  he  no  other  aubject  in 
England,  should  dw>se  at  will  of  those  of  the  ho^se 
of  Lee.  But  methinks  the  family  of  Everard  have-not 
been  so  devoted  of  la^.  ^q  the  crown  bsAo  comply 
with  a  mandated  inviting  its  heir  to  marry  thp  daugh- 
ter of  a  beggar.'' 

"The  daughter  of  Sir  Henry' Lee,"  said  Everard, 
kneeling  to  hie  uncle,  and  perforce  kissing  his  hand, 
"  wQula  grace  the  house  of  a  Duke." 
"^  "  St^Jfiiil  m  ivell  enough,"  said  the  knight  proudly ; 
for  myself,  my  poverty  shall  neither  shame  nor  en- 
croach on  my  friends.  Some  few  pieces  I  have  by 
Doctor  Rochecliffe's  kindness,  and  Joceline  and  1 
will  strike  out  something." 

"  Nay,  my  dear  unde,  you  are  richer  than  you  think 
for,"  said  Everard.  "  That  part  of  your  estate,  which 
my  father  redeemed  for  payment  or  a  moderate  coin- 
position,  is  still  your  own,  and  held  by  trustees  in 
your  name,  myself  being  one  of  them.  You  are  only 
our  debtor  for  an  advance  of  moneya,  for  which,  if  it 
will  content  you,  we  will  count  with  you  like  usurers. 
My  father  is  incapable  of  profiting  by  making  a  bar- 
gain on  his  own  account  for  the  estate  of  a  distressed 
friend:  and  all  this  you  would  have  learned  long 
since,  but  that  you  would  not— I  mean,  time  did  not 
serve  for  explanation— I  mean" 

"  You  mean  I  was  too  hot  to  hear  reason,  MaHc, 
and  I  believe  it  ia  very  true.  But  I  think  we  under- 
stand each  other  now.  To-morrow  1  go  with  uar 
family  to  Kingston,  where  is  an  old  house  I  may  stiU 
call  mine.  Come  hither  at  thy  leisure,  Mark,— or  thy 
best  speed,  aa  thou  wilt— but  come  with  thy  fathera 
consent" 

"  With  mv  fother  in  person,"  saki  Everaid,  "  if  yon 
willpermit." 

"Be  that,"  answered  the  knight,  "as  he  and  yoa 
will— I  think  Joceline  will  scarce  abut  the  door  in 
thy  face,  or  Bevis  growl  as  he  did  after  poor  Louie 
Kcrneguy.— Nay,  no  more  raptures,  but  good-night, 
Mark,  good-night;  and  if  thou  art  not  tired  with  the 
fatigue  of  yesterday— why,  if  ^ou  appear  here  at  seven 
in  the  morning,  I  think  we  must  bear  with  your  com- 
pany on  the  Kingston  road." 

Once  more  Everard  pressed  the  knight's  band,  ca- 
ressed Bevis,  who  received  his  kindness  gradoosly, 
and  went  home  to  dreams  of  happineaa,  which  were 
reaUzed,  as  far  aa  this  motley  wond  permits,  within  a 
few  months  afterwards. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIIL 
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aipeot  in  jou  Mirioe-djrinff  at  roar  ftet 

Dm" 


Yeabs  rush  by  us  like  the  wind.  We  see  not 
whence  tbts  eddy  comes,  nor  whitherward  it  is  tend- 
ing^ and  we  seem  ourselves  to  witness  their  flight 
without  a  sense  that  we  are  changed ;  and  vet  Time 
is  beguiling  man  of  hia  strength,  aa  the  winds  rob  tlw 
woods  of  their  foliage. 

After  the  marriage  of  Alice  and  Markham  Eve- 
nrd,  the  old  knight  resided  near  them,  m  an  anctent 
manor-house,  belonging  to  the  redeemed  portion  of 
his  estate,  where  Joceline  and  Phoeb&  now  man  and 
wif&  with  one  or  two  domestics,  regmated  the  afTain 
of  his  household.  When  he  tired  of  Shakspeare  and 
sotitude,  he  was  over  a  welcome  gueat  at  his  son-in- 
law'a.  where  he  went  the  more  frequently  that  Murk- 
ham  had  given  up  all  concern  in  public  afiairo,  dis- 
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approTtng  of  the  fbrable  diamiflsal  of  the  Pariiament, 
and  submitting  to  Cromwell's  subseqaent  domina- 
tion, rather  as  that  which  was  the  lesser  evil,  than  as 
to  a  gOYemment  which  he  regarded  as  lesaL  Crom- 
well  seemed  ever  willing  to  show  himself  his  fiiend ; 
bat  Everard,  resenting  highly  the  proposal  to  dehver 
op  the  Kmg;  which  he  considered  as  an  insult  to  his 
honour,  never  answered  such  advances^  and  became^ 
on  the  contrary,  of  the  opinion,  which  was  now  gene- 
rally prevalent  in  the  nation,  that  a  settled  govern- 
ment could  not  be  obtained  without  the  recall  of  the 
banished  fomily.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  personal 
kindness  which  he  had  reoeived  from  Chanes,  ren- 
dered him  the  more  readily  disposed  to  such  a  mea- 
sure. He  was  peremptory,  however,  in  declining  all 
engagements  duniw  Oliver's  life,  whose  power  he 
considered  as  too  firmly  fixed  to  be  shakoi  by  any 
plots  which  could  be  formed  against  it 

Mean  time,  Wildrake  contmued  to  be  Everard*s 
protected  dependent  as  before,  though  sometimes  the 
connexion  tended  not  a  Uttle  to  am  inconvenience. 
That  respectable  person,  indeed,  while  he  remained 
stationary  in  his  patron^s  house,  or  that  of  the  old 
knuiht,  dischaiKea  many  Uttle  duties  in  the  family, 
ana  won  Alicers  heart  by  his  attention  to  (he  child- 
ren,  teaching  the  boys,  of  whom  they  had  three,  to 
ride,  fimce,  toss  the  pike,  and  many  similar  exercises ; 
and,  above  alL  filling  up  a  neat  blank  in  her  father's 
existence^  with  whom  he  played  at  chess  and  back- 
gammon, or  read  Shaksp^re^  or  was  clerk  to  pray- 
ers when  any  sequestrated  divine  ventured  to  read 
theservice  of  the  Church.  Or  he  found  game  for  him 
while  the  old  gentleman  continued  to  go  a-sporting; 
and,  especially,  ho  talked  over  the  storming  of  Brent- 
fi»d,  and  the  battles  of  Edgehill,  Banbury,  Roundway- 
down,  and  others,  themes  wmch  the  aged  cavalier 
delighted  in,  but  which  he  could  not  so  well  enter 
upon  with  Colonel  Everard,  who  had  gained  his  Ian- 
nis in  the  Parliament  service. 

The  assistance  which  he  reoeived  from  Wildrake^s 
society  became  more  necessary,  afier  Sir  Henry  was 
deprived  of  his  gallant  and  only  son,  who  was  slain 
in  the  fatal  battle  of  Dunkirk,  where,  unhappily, 
Bn^ish  colours  were  displayed  on  both  the  oontend- 
mg  sides,  the  French  being  then  allied  with  Oliver, 
who  ynt  to  their  aid  a  body  of  auxiliaries,  and  the 
troops  of  the  banished  King  fighting  in  behalf  of  the 
Spaniards.  Sir  Henry  receivea  the  melancholy  news 
nke  an  old  man,  that  is,  with  more  external  com- 
posure than  oottM  have  been  anticipated.  He  dwelt 
lor  weeks  and  months  on  the  lines  forwarded  by 
the  indefatigable  Doctor  RochedifTa  superscribed  in 
■maU  .letters,  c.  a.,  and  subscribed  Louis  B[emeguy, 
m  which  the  writer  conjured  him  to  endure  this  ines- 
timable loss  with  the  greater  firmness,  that  he  had 
atUl  left  one  son,  (intimating  himself)  who  would 
always  regard  him  as  a  father. 

But  in  spite  of  this  balsaiiL  sorrow  acting  imper- 
ceptibly, and  sucking  the  blood  like  a  vampire,  seemed 
gnuiually  drying  up  the  eprings  of  life;  and,  without 
any  formed  illness  or  outward  complaint  the  old 
man's  strmgth  and  vigour  gradually  abated,  and  the 
ministry  of  Wildrake  proved  daily  more  indiqgensable. 

It  was  not,  however,  always  to  be  had.  The  cava- 
Uer  was  one  of  those  happy  persons  whom  a  strong 
eottstitunon,  an  unreflecting  mind,  and  exuberant  spi- 
nta,  enable  to  piajr  through  their  whole  lives  the  part 
of  a  schoolboy— happy  for  the  moment  and  careless 
Of  consequences. 

Once  or  twice  every  yearwhen  he  had  collected  a 
»w  Pieces,  the  CavaUero  Wildrake  made  a  start  to 
i^mdpo,  wfaere^  as  he  described  it  he  went  on  the 
rambleb  drank  as  mnch  wine  as  he  could  come  by, 
and  led  a  tkdiering  life,  to  use  his  own  phrase, 
among  royvtenng^  cavaliers  like  himself  till  by  some 
rash  speech,  or  wild  action,  he  got  into  the  Marshal- 
ssa,  the  Fleet  or  someoifaiiBr  prison,  from  which  he 
was  to  be  delivered  at  the  expense  or  interest  money, 
and  sometimes  a  little  repuution. 

At  length  Cromyrell  died,  his  son  revgned  the 
fOT^^npfpt,  and  the  various  changes  which  followed 
monoed  Bveraid,  as  well  as  many  otherik  to  adopt 
mors  active  measures  m  the  Cog's  behalf!  Bveraid 
•fio  rsmmed  considerable  sums  for  his  ssrvice,  but 


with  the  utmoit  caution,  and  corresponding  with  m 
intermediate  agent  but  with  the  Chancellor  himad( 
to  whom  he  communicated  much  useful  informatioa 
upon  public  affairs.  With  all  his  pradenoe  he  was 
very  neariy  engaged  m  the  ine^ctual  rising  of  Booth 
and  Middfeton  in  the  west  and  with  great  diificol^ 
escaped  firom  the  fatal  consequences  of  that  ill-timed 
attempt.  After  this,  although  the  estate  of  the  king- 
dom WAS  trebly  unsettled,  yet  no  caid  seemed  lo 
turn  up  favourable  to  the  royal  cause,  nntit  the  move- 
ment of  General  Monk  from  Scotland.  Bven  then, 
it  was  when  at  the  point  of  complete  sncoea^  that 
^le  fortunes  of  Chanes  seoned  at  a  lower  ebb  than 
ever,  especislly  when  intelligoice  arrived  at  the  little 
Court  which  be  then  kept  in  Brussels,  that  Monk,  on 
arriving  in  London,  had  put  himself  under  the  orasm 
of  the  Parliament 

It  was  at  this  time,  and  in  the  eveninft  while  Urn 
King;  Buckingham,  wilmot  end  some  other  gallaBta 
of  his  vrandering  Court  were  engaged  in  a  convivial 
party,  that  the  Chancellor  (Clarendon)  siiddeolf 
craved  audience,  and  entenng  with  lem  eeremony 
than  he  would  have  done  at  another  time,  announosd 
extraordinary  news.  For  the  messenger,  he  said,  ha 
could  say  nothing,  saving  that  he  appeared  to  bnw 
drunk  much,  and  slept  little ;  but  that  he  had  bronght 
a  sure  token  of  credence  from  a  man  for  whose  fiuth 
he  would  venture  his  life.  Hie  Song  demanded  to 
see  the  meesengpr  himself. 

The  man  entered,  with  something  the  mannere  of 
a  gentleman,  and  more  thoee  of  a  rakehdly  debas- 
chee—fais  eyes  swelled  and  inflamed— his  gait  dinr- 
dered  and  stumbUng,  partly  through  lack  of  afeefi^ 
partly  through  the  means  he  had  taken  to  support  hb 
fatigue:  He  stagmed  without  ceremony  to  the  head 
of  the  table,  seizea  the  King's  hand,  which  he  mum- 
bled like  a  piece  of  gingerbread ;  while  Charles^  vrlio 
began  to  recollect  mm  from  his  mode  of  saltttatioii| 
was  not  very  much  pleased  that  their  meeting  sfaooU 
have  taken  place  before  so  many  witnesses. 

"I  bring  good  newa*'  raid  the  uncouth  mesBen^Br. 
'*  siorious  news  I— the  King  ehall  enjoy  his  own  sgun  I 
--My  feet  are  beautiful  on  the  mountains.  Giad,  I 
have  lived  with  Preebyterians  till  I  have  caught  their 
language— but  we  are  all  one  man's  children  now- 
all  your  M^jestjr's  poor  babes.  The  Run^)  ill  all  mined 
in  London— Bonfires  flaming,  musio  playing,  niiBM 
roasting;  healths  drinking  London  In  a  blaxe  of  li^t 
from  the  Strand  to  Rothechithfr— tankards  clatter- 


H\ 


We  can  gnew  at  that,"  aaid  the  Dnke  of  Bocfc- 


insh 

^My  old  friend  Mark  Bverard  sent  me  off  with 
the  newe— Fm  a  villain  if  Fve  alept  since.  Tov 
Majesty  recollects  me,  I  am  sure.  Tour  Muesi^ 
remembersi  ea— sa— at  the  King's  Oak,  at  Wood- 
stock 1— 

sad  due  sad  piv. 


'o,«»ni  _. 

For  *twUl  be  s  JonNN  div 

WImb  tiM  Kioff  mmII  «uo]r  hii  own 


■  ■ 


**  Master  Wildrake,  I  remember  yon  welL"  aaid  tfM 
King.    '*I  trust  the  good  news  is  certain  f 

"CertainI  yoor  Majesty ;  didlnot  hear  the  beDsf 
—did  I  not  see  the  bonfiresT— did  I  not  dnnk  yoar 
Majesty's  health  ao  ofken,  that  my  legs  wooki  acaroa 
cany  me  to  the  wharf  1  Itis  ascertamaathatlam 
poor  Roger  Wildrake  of  Sqoattlesea-men^  LineohL" 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  here  whisperBd  to  tiio 
King,  '*I  have  always  suspected  your  Majesty  kept 
odd  company  during  the  escape  from  Woroeater,  bat 
this  seems  a  rare  sample." 

**  Why,  pretty  much  like  yoarselfl  and  othor  compa- 
ny I  have  Kept  here  ao  many  yeart— as  stoat  a  hsail; 
as  empty  a  head,"  said  Charies— "as  mnch  laea^ 
though  aomewhat  tarnished,  as  much  brass  on  the 
brow,  and  neariy  as  muchcopDer  in  the  pocket" 

"I  would  your  Ma$eaty  would  intrast  this  meaasn* 
ger  of  good  news  with  me,  to  get  the  truth  oat  of  him,'' 
said  Buckinffiain. 

"Tliank  your  Grace,"  replied  the  Eng:  '*bat  ho 
has  a  will  as  well  as  yourseU;  and  such  sttdom  agnsL 
My  Ijord  Chancellor  hath  wiadom,  and  to  that  w 
must  trust  ourselves.— Master  Wildrake^  yoa  will  go 
with  my  Lord  ChaneeUor,  who  will  bring  as  a  report 
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of  nmr  tidiogs ;  mean  tune,  1  umae  yoa  that  you 
ttm  be  BO  loeerfiir  being  tbe  fint  meisenger  of  good 
nevri."  So  saying;  he  gave  a  signal  to  the  Chan- 
eeller  to  take  away  Wildrake,  whom  he  judged,  in 
bis  pieseot  homocnr,  to  be  not  unlikely  to  oommuni- 
cate  some  fonner  passages  at  Woodstock,  which 
might  father  eatertatn  than  edify  the  wits  of  his 
coon. 

GonoboTBtion  of  the  joyful  intelligence  soon  ar- 
rited^and  Wildrake  was  presented  with  a  handsome 
gfrttoitx  and  small  pension,  which,  by  the  King's  spe- 
oaJ  desire^  had  no  duty  whatever  attached  to  it 

Shortly  aflerwaida,  all  England  was  engaged  in 
oborasing  his  favourite  ditty— 

"  O,  Am  twmtf-Biath  of  Maj, 
Ilwta  a  ftoriooB  day, 

tboKiacdidauorhiaown  ifda.** 


Ob  that  memorable  day,  the  King  prepared  to  make 
Ui  progress  firom  Rochester  to  London,  with  a  reoep- 
fioD  on  the  part  of  his  subjects  so  unanimously  cor- 
dia^  u  made  him  say  gayly,  it  must  have  been  his 
own  &u]t  to  stay  so  long  away  from  a  country  where 
Ui  anival  gave  so  much  joy.  On  horaeback,  be- 
twixt his  brothers,  the  Dukes  of  York  and  GUouoes- 
tv,  the  Restored  Monarch  trode  slowly  over  roads 
sinwn  with  flowers— by  conduits  running  wine,  under 
triompbal  arehea,  and  throtigh  streets  hung  with  ta* 
penry.  There  were  the  citizens  in  various  bands, 
•ome  arrayed  in  coats  of  black  velvet,  with  gold 
chains;  some  in  militanr  suits  of  cloth  of  gold,  or 
etoih  of  silver,  followed  By  all  thooe  craftAnen.  whoi 
having  hooted  the  father  from  Whitehall  had  now 
eome  to  shout  the  son  into  possession  of  nis  ancee- 
tnl  palace.  Oa  his  progress  through  Blackhea^  he 
paised  that  army,  which,  so  long  formidable  to  Eng- 
hod  herseUI  as  well  as  to  Europe,  had  been  the  means 
of  restoring  the  Monarch/,  wnich  their  own  hands 
hid  destroved.  As  the  King  passed  the  last  files  of 
this  formidable  host,  he  camelo  an  open  part  of  the 
heath,  where  many  persons  of  qualitv,  with  others  of 
mferior  rank,  had  stationed  themselves  to  gratulate 
am  as  he  paased  towards  the  capital 

There  was  one  croup,  however,  which  attracted  pe- 
enliar  attention  from  those  around,  on  account  of 
the  respect  ahown  to  the  party  by  the  soldiers  who 
kept  the  ground,  and  who,  whether  Cavaliers  or 
RooDdheaasi  seemed  to  contest  emulously  which 
ihoald  conmbute  most  to  their  accommodation ;  for 
both  the  elder  and  younger  mntlemen  of  the  party 
had  been  distinsuished  in  the  Civil  War. 

It  was  a  famuy  group,  of  which  the  principal  figure 
was  an  old  man  seated  in  a  chair,  having  a  compla- 
CBOt  snule  on  his  face,  and  a  tear  swelling  to  his  eye^ 
aa  he  saw  the  banners  wave  on  in  interminable  suc- 
eeaajon.  and  heard  the  multitude  shouting  the  long 
I  deuced  acclamation,  "  Ood  save  King  Charles  r 
His  cheek  was  ashy  pale,  and  his  long  beard  bleached 
[  jike  the  thistle  down ;  his  blue  eye  was  cknidless,  yet 
'  It  was  obvious  that  its  vision  was  failing.  His  mo- 
tions were  feeble,  and  he  spoke  littler  except  when  he 
•nswered  the  prattle  of  his  grandchildren,  or  asked 
a  question  of  hia  daughter,  who  sat  beside  him,  ms- 
tmi  in  matronly  beauty,  or  of  Colonel  Everard, 
who  stood  behind.  There,  too,  the  stout  yeoman.  Jo- 
celiiie  Joliffe,  still  in  his  silvan  dress,  leaned,  like  a 
aieond  Benaiah,  on  the  quarterstaff  that  had  done 
die  King  good  service  in  its  day,  and  his  wife:  a  bux- 
om matron  as  she  had  been  a  pretty  maiden,  laughed 
tt  her  own  consequence;  and  ever  and  anon  jomed 
her  shrill  notes  to  the  stentorian  halloo  which  her 
nnaband  added  to  the  general  exclamation. 

Three  fine  boys  and  two  prettv  girls  prattled  around 
their  grandfather,  who  made  them  such  answers  as 
snitea  their  age,  and  repeatedly  passed  his  withered 
hud  over  the  fair  locks  of  the  httle  darlings,  while 
Ahoe,  assisted  by  Wildrake,  (blazing  in  a  splendid 
areas,  and  his  eyes  washed  with  only  a  sinsle  cup  of 
c>nary,)  took  on  the  children's  attention  from  time 
to  time,  leet  they  should  weary  their  grandfather. 
Wenmst  not  omit  one  other  remarkable  figure  in  the 
group— a  gigantic  dog  wtiich  bore  the  eigos  of  being 
at  the  extremity  of  canine  life,  being  perhaps  fifteen 
or  aixteen  years  old.  But  though  exhibiting  the  ruin 
only  of  his  former  appearance,  his  eyes  dim,  tiis  joints 


stifi*,  his  head  slouched  down,  and  his  gallant  carriage 
and  graceful  motions  exchanged  for  a  stififi  rheuma- 
tic, hobbling  gait,  the  noble  hound  had  lost  none  of 
his  instinctive  fondness  for  his  master.  To  lie  by 
Sir  Henry's  feet  in  the  summer  or  by  the  fire  in  win- 
ter, to  raise  his  head  to  look  on  him,  to  lick  his  with- 
ered hand  or  his  shrivelled  cheek  from  time  to  time, 
seemed  now  all  that  Bevis  lived  for. 

Three  or  four  livery-servantsattended  to  protect  this 
group  from  the  thronging  multitude;  but  it  needed 
not  The  high  respectability  and  unpretending  sim- 
plicity of  their  appearance  gave  them,  even  m  the 
eyes  of  the,  coarsest  of  the  peopIcL  an  air  of  patri-' 
arohal  dignity,  which  commandea  general  r^ard; 
and  they  sat  upon  the  bank  which  they  had  chosen 
for  their  station  by  the  wayside,  as  undisturbed  as  if 
they  had  been  in  their  own  park. 

And  now  the  distant  clarions  annoimced  the  Rojrai 
Presence.  Onward  came  pursuivant  and  trumpet 
—onward  came  plumes  and  cloth  of  «>ld,  and  waving 
standards  displayed,  and  awords  gleaming  to  the 
sun :  and  at  length,  heading  a  group  of  the  noblest  ui 
Ene^and,  and  supported  by  bis  royal  brothers  on  either 
side,  onward  came  King  Charles.  He  had  alrrady 
halted  mors  than  once,  m  kindness  perhaps  as  wdl 
aa  poBcy,  to  exchange  a  word  with  persons  whom  he 
recognised  among  the  spectators,  and  the  shouts  of 
the  bvatanders  applauded  a  courtesy  which  seemed 
so  well  timed.  But  when  he  had  gazed  an  instant  on 
the  party  we  have  described,  it  was  impossible,  if 
even  Ahce  had  been  too  much  changed  to  be  recog- 
nised, not  instantly  to  know  Bevis  and  his  venerable 
master.  The  Monarch  sprang  from  his  horse,  and 
walked  instantly  up  to  the  old  anight,  amid  thunder- 
ing aodamationa  which  arose  from  die  multitudes 
around,  when  they  saw  Charles  with  his  own  hand 
oppose  the  feeble  attempts  of  the  old  man  to  rise  to 
do  him  homage.  Gentlv  replacing  him  on  his  ant 
— "  Blese^"  he  said,  "father— bless  vour  son,  who  haa 
returned  m  safetv.  as  you  blessed  him  when  he  de- 
parted in  danger.^' 

"  May  God  bless— and  preserve*'— muttered  the  old 
man,  overcome  by  his  fidefings ;  and  the  King;  to  give 
him  a  fow  moments'  repose,  turned  to  Alice— 

"And  you,"  he  said,  '^my  fair  guides  how  have  yon 
been  employed  since  our  perilous  night-walk  1  But  I 
need  not  ask," 'glancing  round- *^in  the  aerviceof 
King  and  Kingdom,  bringing  up  subjects  as  loyal  as 
their  ancestors.— A  fair  Eneagivby  my  faith,  and  a 
beautiful  sight  to  the  eye  of  an  English  Kim!— Col- 
onel EveranL  we  ahall  see  vou,  I  trust,  at  Whitehall  1 
Here  he  nodded  to  Wildrake.  "And  thou,  JooeUne. 
thou  canst  hold  thy  quarter-staflf  with  one  hand,  sore  7 
—Thrust  forward  the  other  palm.*' 

Looking  down  in  sheer  baahfblness^ooeline,  like 
a  bull  about  to  puah,  extended  to  the  King;  over  hia 
lady'a  shoulder,  a  hand  as  broad  and  hard  aa  a  wood- 
en trencher,  which  the  King  filled  with  gold  coins. 
"  Buy  a  headgear  for  my  friend  Phcebe  with  some  of 
these,"  said  Charles:  "she  too  has  been  doing  her 
duty  to  Old  England.'' 

The  King  then  tuxned  once  mora  to  the  knight, 
who  seemed  making  an  efibrt  to  speak.  He  took 
his  aged  hand  in  both  his  own,  and  stooped  his  head 
towards  him  to  catch  his  accents,  while  the  old  man, 
detaining  him  with  the  other  hand,  saki  something 
faltering,  of  which  Charles  oouM  only  catch  the  quo- 
tation— 

*'  UBthiwd  the  Ridt  tye  of  rabellion, 
And  weleome  home  acua  diaeerded  fttith." 

Extricating  himself,  therefore;  as  gently  aa  possibis; 
firom  a  scene  which  began  to  grow  painfully  embar- 
rassini^  the  good-natured  King  said,  speaking  with 
unusual  diatinctness  to  insure  the  old  man's  compre- 
hending him,  "This  is  something  too  public  a  place 
for  all  we  have  to  say.  But  if  you  come  not  soon  to 
see  King  Charles  at  Whitehall,  he  will  aend  down 
Louis  Kemeguy  to  visit  you,  that  you  may  see  how 
rational  that  mischievous  lad  is  oecome  smce  his 
travels." 

So  saying,  he  once  more  pressed  afiSsctionately  the 
old  man's  b endowed  to  Alice  and  all  around,  and 
withdrew;  Sir  Henry  Lee  listening  with  a  smiley 
which  showed  hecomprehended  the  gracious  tendency 
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of  what  had  been  said.  The  old  man  leaned  back  on 
his  Beat,  and  muttered  the  Nunc  dimittas. 

"  Ezcuae  me  for  having  made  vpu  wait,  rov  lords," 
said  the  king  as  he  mounted  nis  horse;  Indeed, 
had  it  not  been  for  these  good  folks,  you  might  have 
waited  for  me  long  enough  to  little  purpoae.-^Move 
oiLsirs." 

The  array  moved  on  accordmgly ;  the  sound  of 
trampets  and  drums  again  rose  amid  the  acclama- 
tions, which  had  been  suent  while  the  King  stopped ; 
while  the  eflfeot  of  the  whole  procession  resuming 
its  motion,  was  so  vplendidlv  dazzling,  that  even 
Alices  anxiety  about  her  father's  healih  was  for  a 
moment  suspended,  while  her  eye  followed  the  long 
line  of  varied  brilliancy  that  proceeded  over  the 
heath.  When  she  looked  again  at  Sir  Henry,  she 
was  startled  to  see  that  his  cheek,  which  had  gained 
some  colour  during  his  conversation  with  the  King; 
had  relapsed  into,  earthy  paleness ;  that  his  eyes  were 
eloaed,  and  opened  not  again  :  and  that  his  dsaturos 


i 


amid  their  quietude,  a  rigidity  whidl  is  not 
that  «f.  deep.  They  ran  to  his  M8istu)oe,'bot  it 
was  too  late.  The  light  that  burned  bo  Jow  in  the 
socket,  had  leaped  up,  and  expired,  in  xtrnjuMMOi- 
tingflaah.  ■ 

trie,  rest  must  be  coseeived.    I  have  obly  to  add 
that  his  faithful  dog  did  not  survive  him  many  dayai 
and  that  the  image  of  Bevis  lies  carved  at  hts  ma#> 
ter'sfeet  on  the  tomb  which  was  erected  to  the  Mem*  H 
ory  of  w  Henry  Lee  of  Ditehley.* 

•  It  roaj  interait  wme  TMdm  to  know,  that  Beria,  the  taUaat 
hoaod,  one  of  the  liandioOMM'  Mid  mo«t'  active  of  the  aneicat 
Highland  doer-houndi,  had  hia  prototjrpe  in  a  dof  called  VaidiL 
the  ctf(  of  the  late  Chief  of  GMicarry  tu  the  author.  A  beautiAd 
•ketch  of  him  wws  made  bjr  Edwin  Landieer.  and  aHerwards 
engraved.  I  cftnnot  luppresA  the  avonral  of  ■oroe  penKooal  vanitr 
when  I  mention,  that  a  fViend,  goiag  throa'fh  Monich,  picked 
up  a  common  ■nufl'-boz,  such  aa  are  Mid  Uit  one  fraoe,  on  whidh 
waft  dieplayed  the  form  of  thii  veteran  fkvoun'te.  aimplr  marked 
a*  Der  heblonr  hand  von  Walter  SeotL  Mr.  LandaeeCi  paiBtnf 
ii  at  Blair  Adam,  the  propertr  of  my  venemble  friead,  tte 
Right  Hoaooiable  Lord  Chief  Commuaioiier  Adam. 


TBE  END  OF   WOODSTOCK. 
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Tnpnetdioc  voluBMof  this  Coltoetion  ooocladed  the  lul 
of  dM  ptoen  otifiinlljr  pnMiibed  under  the  namHtls  vmin  otTbm 
AattOTof  Vswrtoy  ;  Mid  tb»  eiremnataBeec  which  moderad  it 
'tt*— "»»•  A»  Um  writer  to  eootintte  longer  in  the  poewMion  of 
Ui  iKtfwUo,  wen  coamanicnted  in  lasr,  in  the  introdaetion 
tB  the  met  eeriea  of  Chronielee  of  the  C%Doncate,— cooeistinff 
(bmUm  n  biogranhiol  aketch  of  the  imacinanr  chronicler)  or 
tttm  tilei.  entitSd  "  The  Highland  Widow,"  '^  The  Two  Dro- 
«««,"  end  **The  Suvcon't  Dnughter."  In  the  prtieent  volome 
dM  two  fiiet  named  of  theae  pieces  are  ineladed«  together  with 
flme  detached  atoriee,  which  appeared  the  imt  after  in  the 
•ligaDt  coapilaxion  called  *'  The  Keepeake."  The  "  Borgeon't 
DughtK**  it  !•  thottfht  better  to  defer  until  a  lueceedittg  to- 
laB»,thantti 

■'  B«gia  •ad  bimk  off  in  Um  middU." 

-I  tefe,  peihapa,  aaid  enough  oo  former  occaaiooi  of  the  mia> 
IbitnM  which  laid  to  the  dropping  of  that  maek  «roder  which  I 
tad.lbra  long  aeriaa  of  fean,  enjoyed  m  largea  portion  of  pnb- 
Ue  ItTonr.  Throuli  the  eueoeai  of  those  liieiaiTeinMrts,  I  had 
lissnwiiMed  to  inoulge  moat  of  the  tastes,  which  a  retired  per^ 
■oa  of  017  station  mi<Ut  be  sopposed  to  entertain.  In  tlie  pan 
of  this  nanelese  romancsr,  I  seemed  to  poosesa  something  nke 
ihi  ssent  fiMBtain  of  coined  gold  and  pearls  Toochsafed  to  the 
litialler  of  the  Eaatom  Tale ;  and  no  doobt  believed  that  I  might 
vmlars,  without  silly  imprudence,  to  extend  my  personal  ex* 
paiditars  ceosiderablr  beyond  what  t  shoald  hSTe  thought  of, 
had  mj  means  been  limited  bo  the  competenco  which  I  deriTeo 
ftcn  taheritance,  with  the  moderate  income  of  a  profesaional 
«iaatioD.    I  bought,  and  built,  aod  pianiad,  and  was  considered 


bf  mysslf,  as  by  the  rest  of  the  worid,  in  the  sajb  possession  of 
IB  sasy  fortane.    Mr  riches,  however,  like  the  other  rici 
tbis  woHd,  wue  liable  to  accideots,  under  which  they  weie  ul 


tia»tsly  destined  to  make  unto  themselves  wings  and  fly  away. 
The  fear  180,  so  diaastrous  to  many  bmnches  of  industry  and 
eomaieree,  did  not  apare  the  market  of  literatare ;  and  the  sod- 
dsa  rain  that  fell  ott  so  many  of  the  booksellers,  could  scarcely 
have  been  expected  to  leave  unscathed  one,  whose  career  had 
of  Bseessity  cooaeoted  him  deeply  and  extensively  with  the  j«- 
eiaisry  tnesaetiona  of  Uiat  professioo.  In  a  word,  almost  with- 
out «oe  note  of  premonition,  I  found  myself  involved  in  the 
•vespiag  eatastroptvs  of  the  unhappy  time,  and  called  on  to 
■set  the  demands  of  ereditonupoo  commercial  establishments 
vilh  which  my  fortunes  had  loog  been  bouod  up.  to  the  extent 
of  ao  lees  a  smn  tlian  onehundrsdand  twenty  thousand  pounds. 
The  Mithor  having,  however  rashly,  committed  his  pledges 
thai  largely  to  tlie  hasards  of  trading  comjMntee,  it  behoved 
Mm,  of  course,  to  abide  the  consequences  at  his  conduct,  aod, 
with  whatever  feoUoga,  ha  surrendered  on  the  instant  every 
■bred  of  propertr  whicli  he  had  be«o  accustomed  to  call  his 
It  became  voatcd  io  the  hands  of  gentlemen,  whose  in 


■Mrityi  pmdenee,  and  intelligence,  were  combined  witli  allpoe- 
wje liberality  and  kindness  of  disposition,  and  who  readily 
•CNded  every  assistance  towards  the  execution  of  plans,  in  the 
sscesss  of  witieh  tho  author  contemplated  the  posaibility  of  his 
rttinate  extrication,  and  which  wem  of  such  a  nature,  that, 
had  issistaaoe  of  this  sort  been  withheld,  he  conlU  liave  had 
litHe  prospect  of  carrying  them  into  eflbct  Among  other  re- 
■earees  which  occarred,  was  tlie  project  of  tltat  complete  and 
senecled  edition  of  his  Novels  aod  Romaooee,  (whose  real  pa- 
nnlsge  had  of  neceaaity  been  disclosed  at  the  moment  of  the 
eoauaercial  convulsions  alluded  to,)  which  has  now  advanced 
with  unprecedented  favour  nearly  to  its  close ;  but  as  he  pur- 
posed also  to  conltaue,  for  the  behoof  of  those  to  whom  he  was 
ndobted,  the  exercise  of  his  pen  in  the  same  path  oriiteralure, 
se  long  as  the  taate  of  his  oountrrmen  should  seem  to  approve 
of  hiseflbrts,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  would  have  been  an  idle 
piece  of  aflbctatioo  to  attempt  getting  up  a  new  facofato.  after 
MS  <»iginal  viaor  had  been  tnui  dashed  nvm  his  brow.  Hence 
the  personal  narrative  preftzed  to  the  first  work  of  fiction  which 
he  pat  forth  after  the  paternity  of  the  "  Waveriey  Novels"  had 
eeuM  to  be  poblidy  ascertained :  and  thoo.'>h  many  of  the  por- 
tiealars  originally  arowed  in  that  Notice  have  been  unavoida- 
bly adverted  tn  in  the  prefaces  and  notes  to  some  of  the  preced- 
ing volmnes  of  the  present  collection,  it  is  now  reprinted  as  it 
stood  at  the  time,  because  some  interest  w  fenerally  studied 
to  a  coin  or  medal  struck  on  a  special  occasion,  as  eipressing, 
perhaps,  mora  fhitliAiUy  than  the  same  artist  could  havb  after- 
wards conveyed,  the  fMlinga  of  the  moment  that  gave  it  birth. 
Hie  Introduction  to  the  ibst  series  of  Chronielee  of  the  Canon- 
guts  na,  than,  in  theae  worde : 

INTRODUCTION. 

Ail  who  are  acquainted  with  the  eaily  history  of  the  Italian 
stage  are  awaro,  ta«t  Ariechino  is  not,  in  his  original  eoneap- 
tioo,  a  mere  worker  of  marvats  with  his  wooden  sword,  a  Jump- 
er in  and  ont  of  windows,  as  upon  our  theatre,  but,  as  his  par- 
tv-colouted  Jacket  implies,  a  buflboo  or  down,  whose  mouth, 
iar  from  being  etemallr  closed,  as  amongst  us,  is  filled,  like 
that  of  Tooehstooe.  with  quipe,  and  cranks,  and  witty  devices, 
vary  often  delivared  extanpora.    It  io  pot  eaay  to  tmaa  how  he 

ne  pmstawd  of  his  black  vnard,  urtiieh  waa  anoieatly 
fa  the  I  Bsamblanea  of  the  fkee  of  a  cat ;  but  It  saeme  that 

leak  waa  aasaatial  to  the  performance  of  the  chamctar,  as 
will  appear  from  the  followiag  theatrical  anecdote  :— 


_  An  actor  on  the  Italian  stage  permitted  at  the  Poire  du  it 
Germain,  in  Paris,  was  renowned  fbr  the  wild,  ventanms.  and 
extravagant  wit,  the  brilliant  salliee  and  fbrtunata  repartaea, 
with  which  ha  prodigally  seasoned  the  character  of  the  party- 
coloured  jester.  Some  critics,  whose  good-will  towards  a  fa- 
vourite performer  was  stronger  than  their  judgment,  took  ocoa- 
sion  to  lenMUstnte  with  the  succeasftal  actor  on  the  subject  of 
the  grotesque  vixard.  They  went  wilily  to  their  purpoaa.  ob- 
aervmg  that  his  clasdcal  and  attic  wit,  his  delicate  vein  of  hu- 
mour, his  happy  turn  for  dialogue,  were  rendered  buriesqae  and 
ludicrons  by  this  unmeanina  and  bixarre  disguise,  and  that  thoaa 
attributes  would  become  Ar  more  impresmve,  if  aided  by  the 
spirit  of  his  aye  and  the  expression  of  his  natural  fbaturea.  The 
actor's  vadity  waa  easily  so  fbr  engaged  as  to  induce  him  to 
make  the  experiment  He  played  Harfeouin  barefkoed;  but  waa 
considered  on  all  hands  as  having  made  a  total  fbilure.  Ha 
had  loat  the  audacity  which  a  sense  of  incognito  beitowed.  and 
arith  it  all  the  reckless  piar  of  reillery  which  gave  vivadty  to 
his  original  acting.  He  curaed  his  advisers,  and  resumed  his 
grotesque  vixard ;  but,  it  is  mid,  without  ever  being  able  to  re- 
gain the  carelem  andsuccessftd  levity  which  the  consciouanem 
of  the  disgttim  had  fhrmerlv  bestowed. 

Perhapa  the  Author  of  Waverlev  is  now  about  to  incur  a  risk 
of  the  same  kind,  and  endanger  his  popularity  by  having  laid 
aaide  his  incognito.  It  is  certainly  not  a  voluntary  experimaot, 
like  tliat  of  Harlequin ;  for  it  was  my  otif  inal  intention  navar 
to  have  avowed  them  works  during  my  luetime,  and  the  origi- 
nal manuscripts  were  carefhlly  preserved,  (though  by  the  can 
of  others  mther  than  mine,)  with  the  purpom  or  rapplying  the 
neceosarv  evidence  of  the  truth  when  the  period  of  annouocinc 
it  should  arrive.*  But  the  aflbirs  of  mypublishen  having  un- 
fbrtunately  passed  into  a  management  diilerent  fVora  their  own, 
I  had  no  nght  any  longer  to  raly  upon  aeoecy  in  that  quarter : 
and  thus  my  mmk,  like  my  Aunt  Dinah's  in  "  Tristnm  Bhandr," 
having  begun  to  wax  a  little  thrmdbare  about  the  chin,  it  be- 
came time  to  lay  it  aside  with  a  good  gmee,  unlem  I  deairad  it 
should  Ibll  in  pieces  fVom  my  flice,  vrhidi  was  now  becoflM 
likely. 

Yet  I  had  not  Uia  slighleat  intention  of  mieeting  the  time  and 
place  in  wliich  the  disolowre  waa  finally  made ;  nor  ww  then 
any  concert  betwixt  my  learned  and  respected  friend  LovD 
Mbadowsanx  and  mymlf  upon  that  occasion.  It  was,  as  the 
reader  is  probably  aware,  upon  the  asd  February  lastjat  a  pub- 
lic meeting,  called  for  establishing  a  profemional  Thmtrieal 
Fund  in  Edinburgh,  that  tlie  communication  took  place.  Just 
before  we  mt  down  to  table.  Lord  Meadowbonk^  wked  me  pri- 
vately, whether  I  was  still  anxious  to  preserve  mv  incognito  oo 
the  subject  of  what  were  called  the  waveriey  Novels?  I  did 
not  immediately  see  the  purpom  of  his  lordship's  qumtioo,  al- 
though I  certainly  might  have  been  led  to  infbr  it,  and  replied, 
that  the  secret  had  now  of  neeeMity  become  known  to  so  many 
people  that  I  was  indifferrat  on  the  subject  Lord  Meadow- 
bank  was  thus  induced,  while  doing  me  the  great  honour  of 
proposing  my  health  to  the  meeting,  to  say  something  on  the 
sttluect  of  them  Novels,  m  strongly  coonectinx  them  with  am 
as  the  author,  that  by  remaining  silent,  I  must  have  stood  con- 
victed, either  of  tbe  actual  paternity,  or  ofthe  still  grrater  crime 
of  being  rappomd  willing  to  receive  Indirectly  praim  to  which 
I  had  no  just  title.  I  ihus  fbund  mymlf  suddeal^  and  unexpect- 
edly placed  in  the  confbmionai,  and  had  onlr  time  to  recollect 
that  I  had  been  guided  thither  by  a  moot  friendly  hand,  and 
conld  not,  perhapo,  find  a  better  public  opportunity  to  lay  do%m 
a  disguim,  which  began  to  resemble  that  of  a  detected  masque- 
rader. 

I  had  thererore  the  task  of  avowing  myself,  to  the  numerous 
and  res|)ectabto  company  asmmbled,  as  the  sole  and  unaided 
author  of  them  Novels  of  Waveriey,  the  paternity  of  which 
was  likely  at  one  time  to  have  formed  a  controversy  of  some 
celebrity,  for  the  ingenuity  with  which  wme  instractors  of  the 
public  gave  their  asmrance  on  Uie  rabject,  was  axtramely  pe^ 
se\«eriBg.  I  now  think  it  farther  necosmry  to  my,  that  while  I 
take  on  mymlf  alt  the  merits  and  demerits  attendug  tliem  com- 
positions, 1  am  bound  to  acknowledge  with  rratitude,  hints  of 
mbjects  and  legends  which  I  have  received  from  various  qua^ 
ten,  and  have  occasionally  used  ss  a  foundation  of  ray  flctitioua 
compositions,  or  woven  up  with  tliem  in  the  shape  of  episodes. 
I  am  bound,  in  particular,  to  acknowledm  the  unremitting  kind 
nem  of  Blr.  Jomph  Tmin,  supervimr  of  excim  at  Dumfriw,  to 
whom  unwearied  industry  1  have  been  indebted  for  many  euri- 
ona  traditions,  and  points  of  antiquarian  interest  It  waa  Mr. 
Train  who  brought  to  my  recollection  the  history  of  Old  Mor- 
tality, aithooghl  mymlf  had  had  a  personal  interview  with  that 
celebreted  wanderer  m  fbr  back  as  abost  im,  when  I  found 
him  on  bis  usual  task.  He  wu  then  engaged  in  repairing  ths 
grevmtonm  of  the  Covenanten  who  had  died  while  Imprimoed 
in  the  Castle  of  Dunnottar,  to  which  many  of  them  were  com- 
mitted prisonera  at  the  period  of  Arvyle's risinx:  ^^J^^^T^: 
confinement  is  still  called  the  Whig^s  Vault  Mr.  Tnta,  how- 
ever, procured  for  me  far  more  extensive  infbnnation^eoneafn; 
ing  tills  singular  permn,  whom  name  wm  Patterson,  than  i  hr.ii 
been  able  to  acquire  during  my  own  short  oonvaraation  with 

•  ThMS  auuiaMrlpia  tn  ot  prowni  (AoguM,  I»l)  odtwiJMdfarpab- 

t  Dm  of  tfM  aepMBS  JadgM  of  Bcollsad,  %mmtd  Loeds  of  C«aa«4 
■Bd: 
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him.*  He  wm  (as  I  tbiuk  I  hKf  waamtthan  aliMdir  itated) 
a  naxvn  of  the  pariih  of  CloMbani,  in  Dmnfriea-ibir*,  aiid  it  is 
beliavad  that  domMtie  afflietioo,  as  well  as  devotional  feelinc , 
induced  him  to  eommenoe  the  wanderinff  mode  of  life,  which 
he  pumied  for  a  very  lonx  period.  It  is  moie  than  tweotf  /een 
siiioe  Robert  Patterson's  death,  which  took  iilaee  on  Hie  Bigb- 
road  near  Lookerbf,  where  he  was  found  exhausted  and  expi- 
rioff.  The  white  pony,  the  companion  of  his  pilcrimace,  was 
standing  by  the  side  of  its  dying  master ;  the  whole  furaishinir 
a  scene  not  unfitted  for  the  pencil.  Tbeee  partienlaw  I  liad 
from  Mr.  Train. 

Another  debt,  which  I  pay  most  willinffy.  I  owe  to  an  un- 
knuwn  coneepondent  (a  ladr,^)  who  fkvoured  me  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  mmcbt  and  hivb-prineipled  female,  whoroMn  the 
Heart  of  Mid-Lothian,  I  baTe  tamed  Jeanie  Deans.  The  cir- 
cnmstanoo  of  her  revising  to  save  her  sister's  life  by  an  act  of 
perjury,  and  undertaking  a  pilgrimaee  to  London  to  obtain  her 
pardon,  are  both  represented  as  true  By  my  fkir  and  obliging  cor- 
respondent ;  and  they  led  me  to  consider  the  possibility  of  ren- 
dering a  fictitious  personage  interesting  by  mere  dignity  of  mind 
and  rectitude  of  principle,  auisted  by  unpretending  good  eense 
and  temper,  without  any  of  the  beauty,  grace,  taiont,  accom- 
plishment, and  wit,  to  which  a  heroine  oiromanoe  is  supposed 
to  have  a  prescriptive  right  If  the  portrait  was  received  with 
interest  by  the  public,  I  am  conscious  how  much  it  was  owing 
to  the  truth  and  force  of  tbe  orifrinai  sketch,  which  I  regret 
that  I  am  unable  to  ^esent  to  the  public,  as  it  was  wrillen  with 
much  feeling  and  spirit. 

Old  end  odd  books,  and  a  considerable  collection  of  Ikmil/ 
legends,  formed  another  quarrr,  so  ample,  that  it  was  much 
more  likely  that  the  strength  of  the  labourer  should  be  ejihaust- 
od,  than  that  materials  should  fail.  I  may  mention,  for  exam- 
ple's sake,  that  the  terrible  catastrophe  of  the  Bride  of  Lam- 
mermoor  actually  occuned  in  a  Scottish  family  of  rank.  The  fe- 
male relative,  by  whom  the  melancholy  tale  was  communicated 
to  me  many  yean  since,  was  a  near  connexion  of  tbe  fkmily  in 
which  tbe  event  happened,  and  always  told  it  with  an  appear- 
ance of  melancholy  mystery,  which  enhanced  the  interest  She 
had  known,  in  her  youth,  the  brother  who  rode  before  the  un- 
happy victim  to  the  fatal  altar,  who,  though  then  a  mete  boy, 
and  occupied  almost  entirely  with  the  gayety  of  his  own  ap- 
pearance in  the  bridal  procession,  could  not  but  remark  that 
the  hand  of  bis  sister  was  moist,  and  cold  as  that  of  a  statue^ 
It  is  unnecessary  farther  to  witltdraw  the  veil  from  this  scene 
of  fomily  distress,  nor,  although  it  occurred  more  than  a  hun- 
dred years  since,  might  it  be  altogether  agreeable  to  the  repte- 
MsnCativcs  of  the  femilies  concerned  in  the  narrative  It  may 
be  proper  to  say,  that  the  events  alone  are  imitated  ;  but  I  had 
neither  the  means  nor  intention  of  copying  the  manners,  or  tra- 
cing the  charaeten,  of  the  persons  concerned  in  the  resil  story. 

Indeed.  I  may  here  state  generally,  that  although  I  have 
deemed  historical  peraooages  fiee  subjects  of  delineation,  I 
have  never  on  any  occasion  violated  the  respect  due  to  private 
lilb.  It  waa  indeed  impossible  that  traits  proper  to  persons, 
both  living  and  dead,  with  whom  1  have  had  intercourse  in  so- 
ciety, should  not  have  risen  to  my  pen  in  such  works  as  Wa- 
verley.  and  thoee  which  followed  it  But  f  have  always  studied 
to  generalise  the  portraits,  so  that  they  should  still  seem,  on 
the  whole,  the  productions  of  fkney,  though  possesaing  some 
resemblance  to  real  individuals.  Yet  I  must  own  my  attempts 
have  not  in  this  last  particular  been  unifonnly  successful.  There 
are  men  whoee  charactcra  are  so  peculiarly  marked,  that  the 
delinotion  of  some  leading  and  princijpal  feature,  inevitably 
places  the  whole  person  before  you  in  his  individuality.  Thus, 
the  character  of  Jonathan  Oldtuck,  in  the  Anti<iuary,  waa  partly 
founded  on  that  of  an  old  friend  of  my  youth,  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  introducing  me  to  Shakspeare,  and  other  invalna* 
ble  fsvours ;  but  I  thought  I  had  so  completely  disguised  the 
likeness,  that  his  features  could  not  be  recognised  by  any  one 
now  allva  I  was  mistaken,  however,  and  indeed  had  endan- 
gered what  I  desired  should  be  considered  as  a  secret ;  for  I  af- 
terwards learned  that  a  highly  respectable  gentleman,  one  of 
tlie  few  surviving  friends  of  my  father,!  and  an  acute  critic, 
had  said»  upon  the  appearance  of  the  work,  that  he  was  now 
eonvinced  who  was  the  author  of  it,  as  he  recognised,  in  the 
Antiquary  of  Monkbams,  traces  of  tiie  character  of  a  very  inti- 
mate friend  of  my  father's  family. 

I  may  here  also  notice,  that  the  eort  of  exchange  of  gallantry, 
which  is  represented  as  taking  place  betwixt  Che  Baron  of  Bna- 
wardine  and  Colonel  Talbot,  is  a  literal  fact  The  real  eirenm- 
slanoes  of  the  anecdote,  alike  honourable  to  Whig  and  Toiy, 
are  these;— 

Alexander  Stewart  of  Inveinahrle,— a  name  which  I  cannot 
write  without  the  warmest  recoUections  of  gratitude  to  the 
Mead  of  my  childhood,  who  fint  introduced  me  to  the  High- 
lands, their  tradittoos,  and  their  mannera,— had  been  engagisd 
actively  in  the  troubles  of  1746.  As  he  chafed  at  the  battle  of 
Preston  with  his  clan,  the  Stewarts  of  Appine,  he  saw  an  ofll- 
eer  of  the  opposite  army  standing  alone  by  a  battery  of  fbur 
cannon,  of  which  he  discharged  throe  on  the  advancing  Hi|h- 
tandera,  and  then  drew  his  sword.  Invemahyle  rushed  on  him, 
and  rsquired  him  to  surrender.  "  Never  to  rebels  i '.*  waa  the  un- 
daunted reply,  accompanied  with  a  lounge,  which  the  High- 
lander raoeived  on  his  tercet ;  but  instead  of  using  his  sword 


HiiAilander,  whom  I  remember  to  have  seen.  Thus  overpow- 
ered, Lieuleaant  Colonel  Allan  Whitefoord,  a  gentleman  of  rank 
and  consaqmenee,  aa  well  aa  a  brave  ofBoer,  gave  op  his  sword, 
and  with  it  hia  pone  and  watch,  which  Inveroabyle  aec^ted, 
to  save  them  ftam  bis  followers.    After  the  aflUr  waa  over,  Mr. 


I,  fer 


fcttber  pettlealen,  the 
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Stewart  sought  out  his  prieooer,  and  tbey 

each  other  by  the  celebrated  John  Roy  Stewart,  wboi 

ed  Colonel  Whitcfbord  with  the  qoality  of  his  eaptor,  i 

him  aware  of  the  necessity  of  receiving  baidc  his  piopeity,  wMdi 
he  was  iadtned  to  leave  m  the  haada.inio  which  u  baid  MIea. 
So  great  became  the  confid«nco  eatablisbad  beCviac  tti«m.  that 
Invemahyle  obtained  fWun  tbe  Chevalier  his  prisoner's  tttttAaau 
upon  perole ;  and  soon  afterwards,  having  been  sent  back  to 
tbe  Highlends  to  raise  men.  he  visited  Colooel  Whitefoord  mt 
his  own  house,  and  spent  two  bappf  days  with  him  and  bus 
Whig  friends,  without  thiidiing,  on  either  side,  of  the  civil  war 
which  waa  then  raging. 

When  the  battle  of  Callodcn  nut  an  end  to  the  hopca  ofCTurtffa 
Ed^wd,  Invemahyle,  womded  and  mtMt  to  aeovc,  waa  mi 
tkom  the  f&eld  br  tlM  fkithftil  seal  of  hia  retainers.  Bat,  aa ! 
had  been  a  disbngoished  Jaeobite,  hisfkmily  and  property  wt 
exposed  to  the  system  of  vindictive  destractioo.  too  gMienttjr 
carried  into  execution  thmngh  the  country  of  the  iacvrgartaL 
It  waa  now  Colonel  Whitafoord*s  tarn  to  exert  himaelf.  asd  1m 
wearied  all  tbe  authorities,  civil  and  military,  with  his  aoUei- 
tatioos  for  pardon  to  the  aaver  of  his  lifb,  or  at  least  fbr  a  no- 
tection  for  his  wifo  and  fkmily.  His  applicatioas  were  nr  • 
long  time  unwccessf^il :  '*  I  was  fonnd  with  the  mark  of  tlia 
Beast  upon  roe  in  eve^  list,"  was  Invsi^nahirle's  expreesMm.  At 
length  Colonel  Whitefoord  applied  to  the  Duke  of  Onaaboftand^ 
and  urged  his  suit  with  every  argument  which  he  eoidd  ttiidc 
of.  Being  still  repulsed,  he  took  his  commission  fVom  his  bo- 
som, and,  having  said  eometlitng  of  his  own  and  hie  fbsniiy'a 
enrtioQS  in  the  cause  of  the  House  of  Hanover,  bagfed  to*»- 
eign  his  aitoatioo  in  tlieir  service,  sinee  he  could  oet  b«  per- 
mitted to  abow  his  gratitude  to  tbe  person  to  whoaa  ho  owad 
his  life.  The  Duke,  struck  with  hts  earoastneas.  deeivad  hiaa 
to  take  up  his  commission,  and  granted  the  proteetioa  i 
for  the  fiimily  of  Invenabyle. 

The  Chieftain  htoMelf  lav  ocmoealed  in  a  cave  near  hia  i 
house,  before  which  a  small  body  of  rexnler  s<ddaen  were  ao- 
oemped.  He  could  hear  their  musterrolT  ealled  every  asotniat. 
end  their  druass  beat  to  quartan  at  night,  and  not  a  chaafa  of 
tho  sentinels  escaped  him.  As  it  waa  snsneetod  that  bo 
lurking  somewhere  on  the  property,  hie  family 
watched,  and  compdled  to  nse  the  utmoet  preeantion  m 
plying  him  with  food.  One  of  his  dauifhieia.  a  chfld  of  oigbt 
or  ten  yeare  old.  was  employed  aa  the  agent  leaat  liloaly  to  ba 
suspected.  She  waa  an  instanoe  among  oihen,  that  a  tisae  oC 
danger  and  difHealtj  creates  a  praoDature  sharpneas  of  iatellect. 
She  made  herself  acquainted  among  the  soldiere,  tiH  she  bo- 
oaooe  so  Giiniliar  to  them,  that  her  motions  eecaped  their  aa- 


teiapt 
night  fh»i  bis  Inrking-plaoa.  Timee~became  milder,  aad  ■ 
excellent  friend  waa  relieved  fVom  proecription  by  the  Act  m 
Indemnity.  Suoh  is  the  intereeting  story  which- 1  bava  laiber 
iniured  than  improved,  by  the  manner  u  which  it  aa  told  ia 
Waverley. 

This  incident,  with  several  other  eireamataaeaa  illaatia4ias 
the  Tales  in  question,  waa  eommunieabed  by  me  to  my  lata  la- 
mented friend.  William  Brekine,  (a  Seotiish  Jndae,  hf  Iha  latla 
of  Lord  Kinedder.)  who  afterwards  reviewed  with  Ite  tooaiaeh 
partiality  the  Tales  of  my  Landlord,  for  the  Qaaitetlv  Barvisfw 
of  January,  1817.$  In  the  same  article,  are  oootainea  oibar  il- 
lustrations of  the  Novels,  with  which  1  snpplied  my  amei 
plivhed  friend,  who  took  the  trouble  to  writa  tbe  review.  The 
reader  who  is  desirous  of  such  infoimatioo.  will  find  the  ongi- 
nal  of  Meg  Merrilies,  and  1  believe  of  one  or  two  otbat  nersaa 
aMs  of  the  same  cast  of  character,  in  the  article  refisfiaa  to. 

I  may  also  mention,  that  the  tragic  and  savage  eirem 
which  are  represented  as  preceding  the  birth  of  Alias  _ 
lay.  in  the  Legend  of  Mootroee,  really  happened  in  tiM 
of  Stewart  of  Ardvoirtich.    The  wager  about  the 


whoee  place  was  sapplied  by  Highland  torch-bearas^ 
and  won  by  one  of  the  MaoDonaids  of  Keppoch. 

There  can  be  but  little  amfuseiaent  in  winnowing  oat  tba  few 
l^ns  of  truth  which  are  eontoioed  in  this  masa  ot  ansplr  fte- 
tion.  I  may.  liowever,  before  diamiestog  the  siduaet,  aliads  te 
the  varioos  localitiee  which  have  been  afBxad  to  aooM  of  the 
scenery  introduced  into  these  Novels,  by  which,  ftir  eaaaalek 
Woirs-Hope  is  identified  with  Psst  Caetle  ia  BerwidDsbMb— 
Tiliietttdlem  with  Drapbane  in  Clydesdale,~aad  tba  vallaf  ia 
the  Monestory,  called  Glendeai^,  with  the  dale  of  the  river  Al- 
lan, ^bove  Lord  Someiville's  villa,  near  MelroeeL  I  oaa  ealy 
say,  that,  in  these  and  other  instanoea.  I  had  no  pnrpoas  afdik 


tllis  tale  Mis.  a«ldta. 
I  Jaan  Qmtmmn,  Bn  TJWtftT  at  taw.  Irffoifmi 
the  pablieMlM  of  iIm  pmsel  •dM«a  of  lb«M  Howls. 


(A«g.  itn.) 


sending  any  particular  local  spot;  and  the 

therefore  be  of  that  general  kind  which  neeeesarfly 

tween  scenes  of  tlie  seme  character.    The  itaa-bowid 

Scotland  affords  upon  its  headlands  and  proatontoriaa  fifty  i 
castles  as  Woirs-Hope  (  eveir  county  has  a  valley  ■!«•«  or  lasa 
reeembling  Olendearg ;  and  if  casllea  like  TilUetadlesa.  or  aiea- 
sions  like  the  Baron  of  Bradwardine*a.  are  now  leaa  ftaqoeatly 
to  be  met  with,  it  ia  owing  to  the  rage  of  iadlaeriaiaato  do- 
stracUon,  which  haa  removed  or  ruined  so  many  moaaaseats  ef 
antiquity,  when  they  were  not  imiteclad  by  their  iBa< 
situation.! 
The  scrape  of  poetry  which  have  beea  ia  aioet 

to  the  beniaiing  of  cbmten  in  these  Novela,  ^ 

quoted  eitner  from  readme  or  from  memory,  bat,  in  tha 
caae,  are  pare  invention,    i  found  it  too  troaMaeome  to 
the  collection  of  the  British  Poets  to  diecover  appoeite  bl  . 
and,  in  the  siteatlon  of  the  theatrical  aieehaiuat,  who.  when 
the  white  paper  which  repieseaied  his  rtiower  of  a 
exhanated.  oootimied  the  stona  by  aiowing  brown.  1 


t 


Lsed  KiMddwdM  In  A«geat«  IWSt    Ihse  I    (Aeg.  un.> 
1  weeM  partlealariy  tndieeis  th»  tola  ef  Uiie.  eaibe  lert  aa  esea 
kedand,  u  bavhig  ei^gssisd  «■  Idsa  for  lbs  tern  eellsd  Wel^ 
g,wUahiktp«l>ltaBsere|«BsnllyldM<liidvrlih  theeacimiMNi 


Okegv 


^ 


INTHODUCnON  TO  CHRONICLES  OF  THE  CANONGATE. 


M  loBcu  I  eo«ld,aiid,  whMi  that  fiulad,  dud  it 


1  baliare  thttt.  la  mmiwcmm.  wheri  ftetoal 
tiM  ■appowtt  quototiooa,  it  would  be  to 


Ijllto  pwpoM  to  Mok  them  In  the  works  of  the  eathon  tererred 
la  li  aoms  e— ee,  I  have  beea  entertaiiiBd  when  Dr.  WatiK, 
«d  other  paver  aftthore,  hare  been  raniaeked  io  vain  fhr  elan- 
■i  Ibr  which  tlie  oovteliet  alone  wee  reeiwosible. 

Aod  BOW  the  reader  laajr  ezpeet  me.  while  in  the  confeeiiooal, 
le  explaia  die  oMtivoe  why  I  have  m  lonf  persisted  in  diselaim- 

a  the  wcukm  of  which  I  am  now  writing.  To  this  it  would  be 
eait  to  give  any  other  reply,  save  that  of  Corporal  Nym— It 
vat  the  aatlwr'B  humour  or  capriee  for  the  time.  I  hope  it  will 
MM  be  oonatroed  into  inpatitude  to  the  pnbtie,  to  whose  indul- 
fiaee  I  have  owed  nay  mng/nU  much  more  thaa  to  any  merit 
if  my  owa,  if  I  confiBsa  that  I  am,  and  have  been,  more  indiflbr- 
tettosueecBB,  or  tn  fhilnie,  aa  an  author,  than  may  be  the  eese 
with  otiwrs.  who  feol  more  strooffly  the  p6esioa  for  literary 
ftne,  probably  becauee  they  are  Justly  eoneeioue  of  a  better 
tide  to  it  It  waa  not  until  1  had  attauied  the  aae  of  thirftr 
leen  that  I  made  any  eerious  attempt  at  dtstanffuietiinff  myself 
as  n  aathor ;  and  at  that  period,  men's  hopes,  desires,  and 
vIriMS.  have  usually  aequimd  somethtnc  of  a  deeisive  ehaiae- 
tv,  sad  eve  not  aaforly  and  easily  diverted  Into  a  new  ebaanel. 
Wben  I  made  tlia  diaeovery,— for  to  me  it  was  one.— that  by 
■afiiijH  myself  with  composition,  «rhioh  I  IMt  a  delightAtl  oc- 
eipttion,  1  could  also  rive  pleasure  to  others,  and  became  aware 
riiat  litmary  purratta  were  likely  to  engage  in  fUtnie  e  oeoaider* 
able  portion  of  my  time,  I  felt  some  alarm  that  I  might  aequire 
them  hahits  of  jealousy  aud  ftetfninees  which  have  lessened, 
aatf  even  degraded,  the  character  even  of  great  authors,  and 
tesdsred  thvm,  by  their  petty  squabbles  and  mutual  iiritability, 
lbs  leaghmgstoek  of  the  people  of  the  world.  1  leeolved, 
ttsiefoie,  in  this  respect  to  guard  mv  breast,  perhaps  ma  un- 
oieodty  ehtte  may  add,,  my  brow,  %«ith  triple  bran,*  and  as 
much  as  poasibla  to  avoid  resting  my  thoughts  and  wishee  upon 
literary  sueoftss,  leet  I  should  endanger  my  own  peace  of  mind 
Old  tiaaonillity  by  literary  faiinm.  It  would  argue  either  shi- 
fM  apathy,  or  ridiealaus  ailbctation,  to  say  that  I  have  been 


M«d  ae  to  form  among'  thoee  of  my  oontemporaries  most  di»- 
tBigaiahed  by  talents  and  genius,  and  which  I  venture  to  hope 
sow  tests  upon  a  basis  mora  Arm  tlian  the  oircumstancee  which 
fne  rise  to  them.  Yet  feeling  all  these  advantaaee  as  a  man 
s«(ht  to  do,  and  most  do,  I  may  nj,  with  truth  and  confidence, 
tbat  I  have,  1  think,  tasted  of  the  intoxicating  cup  with  mode- 
ration.  end  that  I  liave  never,  either  in  conveisation  or  eorree- 
poadence,  eiicoiira#ed  discussions  rsspeetinf  my  own  litemiy 
)HRiQiti>  On  the  contrary,  I  liave  usually  found  such  topic^ 
tno  when  introduoed  fVom  motivee  moet  flattering  to  myeeli, 
miller  erabarraseinc  and  disagreeable. 

I  have  now  frankly  told  my  motives  for  eoooaalment,  so  ftr  as 
I  an,  conscious  of  liaving  any,  and  the  public  will  forgive  the 
SptuiB  of  the  detail,  as  what  is  necessfuilv  connected  with  it 
The  author,  so  lon^  and  loudly  called  for,  nae  appearsd  on  tlie 
•tm,  and  made  has  oboisnace  to  the  audience.  Thus  fhr  his 
netkiet  is  a  mackz  of  rsspect  To  linger  in  their  prseenee 
weeld  be  intrusion- 

.  I  have  only  to  re^seat,  that  I  avow  myself  in  print,  as  fomeriy 
B  words,  the  sole  mnd  unaisiBted  author  of  all  the  Novels  pub- 
lidiedasworksof  the"  Author  of  Wavuriey.'*  Ido  this  with* 
sat  thame,  for  I  am  unconscious  that  tharo  is  any  thing  in  their 
nmpoiition  wtiicti  deserves  reproach,  either  on  the  score  of 
migMoor  morality  ;  and  without  any  feeling  of  exultation,  be- 
cuas,  whatever  may  have  been  their  temporary  sucoem.  I  am 
vsU  aware  h^  much  their  reputation  depends  upon  the  ca< 
pnesof  fhshion  :  and  I  have  already  mentioned  the  precarious 
tnvre  b/  which  i  t  is  held,  as  a  reason  tat  displaying  no  great 
■ridity  ugraspinc  at  the^ssession. 

I  oQght  to  mencion,  before  concluding,  that  twenty  persons. 
It  least,  were,  either  flrom  intimacy  or  fVom  the  oonfldence  which 
cutumstancas  rendered  necessary,  partioipantof  this  secret:  and 
ia  there  was  no  instance,  to  my  knowleoge,  of  any  one  of  the 
Mnber  breaking  faith,  I  am  the  more  obliged  to  them,  because 
tas  slight  and  triviol  eharacier  of  tlie  mystery  was  not  qualified 
to  inspire  much  lespect  in  those  intrusted  with  it.  Neverthe* 
isss,  like  Jack  tlio  Giant  Killer,  1  was  fUlv  confident  in  the  ad- 
vaaiage  of  my  "  Coat  of  Darknoss."  and  had  it  not  been  ttcm 
cMnpulsorf  circumstances,  I  would  have  indeed  been  very 
etotioas  how  I  parted  with  it 

As  for  the  work  which  follows,  it  was  meditated,  and  in  part 
Pmtsd.  long  before  the  avowal  of  the  novels  took  place,  and 
frtcinaliy  eommeocrd  with  a  dedaiation  that  it  was  jieither  to 
nave  introduction  nor  prefoee  of  any  kind.  This  long  proem, 
mfised  to  a  work  intended  not  to  have  any,  may.  however. 
Mnre  to  show  how  human  purposes,  in  the  moet  trifling,  as  well 
••  the  moet  important  aflkirs,  am  liable  to  be  controlled  by  the 
cwise  of  events.  Thus,  we  bosin  u>  cross  a  strong  river  with 
oqr  eyss  and  our  raaolntion  fixed  on  that  point  of  the  opposite 
■bore,  on  which  we  purpose  to  land  ;  but,  gradually  giving  way 
to  the  torrent,  are  glad,  by  the  aid  perhaps  of  branch  or  bush,  to 
*xtrieate  ourselves  at  some  distant  and  perhaps  dangerous  land* 
ng-placo,  much  fartlier  down  the  strbiun  than  that  on  which 
we  had  fned  our  intentionii. 

Hoping  that  the  Courteous  Reader  will  afford  to  a  known  and 
ftmliar  acquaintance  some  portion  of  tlie  favour  which  he  ex- 


tended to  a  djafuiawd  candidate  for  hie  appiaaae,  1  be«  leave  la 
Bttbecriba  myeeif  his  obllffed  humble  i 


■ot, 
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Walter  Soorr. 


*  Nat  •l(0gath«r  lflipo«UiU,  whsn  il 
«  Ibt  bw  ilae*  tin.     (Aag-  mt> 


is  conaldiffsd  tbsl  I  luvs  btsn 


SvcH  was  the  little  narrative  which  I  thought  proper  to  pat 
fortli  in  October,  1827 :  nor  have  I  much  to  add  to  it  now.  About 
to  appear  for  the  flrat  time  in  my  own  name  in  this  departmeat 
of  letten,  it  occurred  to  me  that  aoniething  in  the  shape  ot  a 
periodical  publication  might  carry  witli  it  a  certain  air  of  no- 
velty, and  1  was  willing  to  braak,  if  I  may  ao  exprees  it,  the 
abruptness  of  my  personal  fortlicoming,  by  Inveeting  an  inn* 

Smary  coadjutor  with  at  least  as  much  distinetnam  of  indivi- 
ual  existence  as  I  had  ever  pnviously  thought  it  worth  while 
to  bestow  on  shadows  of  the  same  convenient  tribe.  Of  course. 
It  had  never  been  in  mv  contemplation  to  invito  the  aesistance 
of  any  real  person  in  the  sustaining  of  my  quasi-editorial  cha* 
raoter  and  labours.  It  had  long  been  my  opinion,  that  any  thing 
like  a  literary  jfirafc  is  likely  to  end  in  suggestina  comparieons, 
justly  termed  odious,  and  therefbre  to  be  avoidea  :  and,  indeed, 
I  had  also  had  aome  occasion  to  know,  that  promises  of  as* 
sistence,  in  efiTorts  of  that  order,  ars  apt  to  be  mora  magnifleent 
than  the  subsequent  perforaianoe.  1  therafore planned  a  Miaeal 
lany,  to  be  dependant,  after  the  old  fbshion,  on  my  own 
resources  alone^  and  although  conscious  enough  that  the  mo- 
ment which  assigned  to  the  Author  of  Waveriey  "  a  local  hahi- 
tetion  and  a  name,"  had  serioaaly  endangered  hie  spell,  1  fhlt 
faiclined  to  adopt  the  aeotiment  of  mv  old  hero  Montroee,  and 
to  aay  to  myaelf.  that  in  Uteratura,  as  u  war, 

''  H«  aitlMr  Uan  his  fata  too  nocb, 

Or  hia  dawiw  an  mmll , 
Who  darw  not  pat  it  to  tfas  toaeh. 

To  win  or  loM  it  all." 

To  the  paitiealara  explanatory  of  the  ^an  of  theae  Chroniclea, 
which  the  reader  is  preeented  with  in  Chapter  II.  by  the  ima^ 
nary  Editor,  Mr.  Croftanfry,  I  have  now  to  add,  that  the  lady, 
termed  in  hw  nanative,  Mrs.  Bethnae  Balliol,  waa  derigned  to 
ehadow  out  in  ite  leading  pointe  the  intersating  character  of  a 
dear  friend  of  mine.  Mrs.  Murray  Keith,*  whose  death  occorriiif 
shortly  beforo,  had  saddened  a  wide  circle,  much  attached  to 
hcr^  as  well  fhr  her  genuine  virtue  and  amiable  qnalitiea  of  dJa- 
poeitioB,  as  Iter  the  extsat  of  infonnation  which  she  poaseaaad, 
and  the  delightfU  manner  in  which  she  was  used  to  communi- 
cato  it  In  truth,  the  author  had,  on  many  occasions,  been  in- 
debted to  her  vivid  memory  tor  the  tuturatitm  of  his  Scottish 
fictions— and  she  accordin^y  had  been,  f^om  an  eariy  period,  at 
no  loes  to  fix  the  Waveriey  Novels  on  the  right  culprit 

In  the  sketoh  of  Chrvstai  Croftengry's  own  history,  the  author 
has  been  accused  of  introducing  some  not  polite  allusions  to 
respectable  living  individuals ;  but  he  may  safoly,  he  preenmeay 
pasB  ovar  such  an  insinuatioa.  The  flnt  of  the  narratives  whieh 
Mr.  Croftangry  proceeds  to  lay  before  the  public.  "  The  High- 
land Widow.'*  was  derived  ftom  Mr^  Murray  Keith,  ana  ia 
gren,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  additional  cirnumstanoaa— 
e  introduction  of  which  I  am  rather  inclined  to  regnt— very 
much  as  the  excellent  old  lady  used  to  tell  the  story.  Neither 
the  Highland  cicerone  Macturk,  nor  the  demiue  washing  wo- 
man, ware  drawn  fVom  imagination ;  and  on  ra-reading  my  tale, 
after  the  lapee  of  a  few  years,  and  comparing  its  efftct  with  my 
remembrance  of  my  wortliy  mend's  oral  namtioo.  which  waa 
certainly  extremely  affecting,  I  cannot  but  suspect  myself  of 
having  marred  ite  simplicity  by  some  of  those  interpolations, 
which,  at  the  time  when  I  penned  them,  no  doubt  paiaaed  with 
myself  fbr  embellislunents. 

The  next  tele,  entitled  "  The  Two  Dravera,"  I  learned  from 
another  old  friend,  the  late  George  Conatable,  fibq..  of  Wallace* 
Craigie,  near  Dundee,  whom  I  have  already  introduced  to  my 
reader  as  the  original  Antiquary  of  Mookbama  He  had  been 
preeent,  I  think,  at  the  trial  at  Cariisle,  and  seldom  mentioned 
the  venerable  iudge's  charge  to  the  jury,  without  shedding 
tears.— which  had  peculiar  pathos,  as  flowing  down  fbahuaa, 
carrying  rather  a  sarcastic  or  almost  a  cynical  expreesion. 

This  wortliy  gentleiAan's  reputetion  for  shrewd  Scotturii 
sense— knowledge  of  our  national  antiquities-and  a  racy  bn* 
moor,  peculiar  to  himeelf,  must  bj  still  rsmembered.  For  n 
self,  I  have  pride  in  recording  that  fbr  many  yean  w«  were, 
Wordsworth's  iBnguage, 

*•         •       a  pair  of  Msnds,  ihoogh  I  vas  yeeagt 
Ooorga*  was  laTeoty-two." 


ABBOTaFORO.  Avtlttt  16,  18St 

t  Tb«  Ksitha  of  Craig,  in  KlaoanUnaahIra, 
foarth  ton  of  William.  Moond  " 
aboot  1480,  tha  land*  of  Craig,  ai 
Doaglaa's  Baronage,  443  to  445,  ia  a  pailigraa  of  that  fasBlly 


iaoanUnaahIra,  daaoandad  fireni  John  KsMh, 
1  Earl  Mariaohal,  who  got  tnm  hto  fttlhar, 
.  and  part  of  Oarreekfln  thst  ooaaw.    Ia 

^w... — ...  , 145,  ia  a  padigraa  of  that  fasBlly.    Colaml 

Robtft  Katth  of  Cral^  (iha  wrcnth  In  dawant  from  John)  if  his  wlii. 
Agnos.  daaghler  of  Robert  Morray  of  MtUTayehall.  of  tha  faoaUy  off 
BUekbareny,  widow  of  Colonal  Stirling,  of  (ha  family  of  Kair,  had  oas 


■on  ;  via.  Robert  Kofth  of  Craig,  ambasMder  to  tha  ooort  of  Yiaiun, 
aftarwarda  to  8l  PManbargh.wliieh  laUaraitnation  Iwhald  at  tha  aees^ 
■ion  of  King  Gterire  III.,— who  died  at  Kdinb4irch  in  1774.  Re  auxrlad 
Margaret,  eeeond  danghler  of  Sir  WliUam  Canningham  of  d^prii^too, 
by  Janet,  only  ehild  and  heirees  of  flir  Jamas  Dick  of  PreaiOBAald ;  aad, 
among  other  children  of  thia  marriaft,  were,  tha  lata  well-known  dipio* 
matiat.  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith,  K.  B.  a  general  ia  the  amy,  and  fbr 
■ome  tima  mbaeeador  at  Yienna  ;  Sir  Baall  Keith,  Kalghl.  aaptste  la 
the  navy,  who  died  governor  of  Jamafaa  s  and  my  ascalMot  fUmd, 
Anne  Msmy  Kdth,  who  altimnlaly  earns  Into  BHiimlnii  of  (hsjhmUy 
eetatea.  and  died  not  loag  btfbfs  tha  data  of  this  EatradaotlSB.  (!•!.) 
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(It  hM  been  iiMMlgd  to  the  Asthor,  that  it  might  be  weD  to 
miiriat  hare  a  dotatled  ooeount  of  the  poblie  dinner  elluded  to 
in  the  fot»coinc  bitrodaetioD,  w  civ«n  in  the  newepapen  of  the 
thae :  and  the  reader  is  aeeordioflirneaeoted  with  the  follow- 
mg  extract  from  ibe  Eduovbou  wkbklt  JociatAL  for  Wed- 
'  r»  sih  Febniarr,  isar.) 


THEATRICAL  FUND  DINNER. 

Iiffoeeedinc  with  oar  aecomit  of  thia  ver,  — — — .^.^ 
.,«— .or  ao  it  maj  be  tanned— it  it  oar  doty  to  praaent  to 
raadera  tlie  foUowiag  letter,  which  %re  have  raeeiTed  firom 


To  no  BiKTOB  ov  m  BoamamBm  Wuklt  ioimxAi. 

Sr.^I  am  aztiemeljr  aoiry  I  have  not  laiawa  to  eoneet  the 
copy  you  aant  me  of  what  I  am  atatad  to  have  aaid  at  the  Din- 
■ar  for  the  Theatrical  Fund.  1  am  no  orator;  and  upon  aueh 
■ooa  aa  are  alioded  to,  I  aay  as  writ  aa  1  can  what  the  time 


m 
,io 


>%ve«er,  I  hope  yoor  reporter  haa  been 
other  inataoeea  than  in  mine.    I  have  conrectod  one  pa 


which  I  am  made  to  apeak  with  mat  impropriety  and  petn 

'  ona  of  tboae  who  do  not  approTB 
dmmatic  entertainmenta.    I  have  reatocad  what  f  aauf,  which 


laooe,  raapectinff  tlae  opiniona  of 


of 
at  f  aaid.  whi( 
meant  to  be  reapectfM.  aa  every  objeetioo  fiwmded  in 
oca  ia,  in  my  opinion,  entitled  to  be  ao  tiealed.  Otiier  er 
nnra  I  left  aa  I  fonnd  them,  it  beinf  of  little  eonaaqoenee  wt»e- 
Iher  I  epoke  aenaa  or  nonaonae,  ia  what  waa  maiaiy  intended 
for  the  parpoae  of  tlie  hoar. 

I  am,  air,  Yo«r  obedient  atrvaa^ 

WALTBa  Scott. 


Tha  Theatrical  Food  Dinner,  which  took  place  on  Friday,  in 
the  AaaamUy  Rooma,  waa  eondaeted  with  admirable  epirit 
The  Chairman,  Sir  Valtbb  Soott.  araonc  bia  other  r>eat  qna- 
lincatioaa,  ia  well  fitted  to  enliven  inch  aa  aotertainaaenL  Hie 
maooeis  are  exttemely  eaay,  and  hia  atyla  of  apeakinc  aimple 
and  natural,  ret  full  of  vivacity  and  point ;  and  he  haa  the  art. 
If  It  be  art,  ofrelaxina  into  a  certain  hemeljoeea  of  manner,  wtth- 
oat  loaioc  one  particle  of  hia  dignity.  He  Ihaa  takea  offaome  of 
that  aolemn  fonnaJitv  which  belonga  to  inch  aMOtinga,  and.  by 
hia  eaay  and  gracernl  fiuniliaritj,  imparta  to  them  aomewhat  of 
the  pleaaiog  character  of  a  private  entertainment  Near  Sir  W. 
Scott  aat  the  Earl  of  Fifii,  Lord  Meadowbank,  Sir  John  Hopo 
of  Piokie,  BarL,  Admiral  Adam,  Baron  Clerk  Rattray,  Gilbert 
lanee,  Eaq.,  Jamea  Walker,  Eaq.,  Robert  Oondaa,  Eaq.,  Alexan- 
der Smith,  Baq..  *c 

The  doth  beiing  removed,  "  Non  Nobia  Domine"  waa  mng  by 
MeaBX.  Thorna»  Swift,  CcUier,  and  Hartley,  after  which  the 
fellowlngtoaata  were  given  fkoa  the  chair  :— 

"The  King"— all  the  hoooara. 

"  The  Dvke  of  Clarence  and  the  Royal  Family." 

TheCBAJiocAN.  in  proposing  the  next  toaat.  wtiieh  he  wiahed 
to  be  dnrak  in  aolemn  ailence,  aaid  it  waa  to  tlie  memory  of  a 
iagratted  prince,  whom  we  had  lately  loat  Ewy  individnal 
wooid  at  once  coojectora  to  whom  he  allad«!d.  He  liad  no  in- 
tention to  dwell  on  hia  military  merila.  They  had  been  told  in 
the  aenate ;  they  had  been  repeated  in  the  cottage  ;  and  when- 
ever a  aoldier  waa  the  theme,  hia  name  waa  never  for  diitant 
But  it  waa  ehieflj  in  connexion  with  the  boainem  of  thia  meet- 
ing, which  hie  lata  Royal  Highneai  had  condescended  in  a  par- 
ticolar  manner  to  patroniae,  that  they  ware  called  on  to  drink 
hia  haattlL  To  that  charity  he  had  often  sacrificed  hta  time, 
and  had  given  ap  the  little  Maare  which  he  bad  from  import- 
ant boainaaa.  He  waa  always  ready  to  attend  on  every  occa- 
aion  of  tliis  kind,  and  it  waa  in  that  view  that  he  iiroposed  to 
drink  to  the  memory  of  hia  late  Royal  Ilighneaa  the  Duke  of 
York.— Drank  in  aolenm  ailence. 

The  CHAiUKAM  then  requested  that  gentlemen  woald  fill  a 
hamper  aa  foil  aa  it  would  hold,  while  he  would  aay  only  a  few 
wotda.  He  waa  in  the  habit  of  hearing  speeches,  and  he  knew 
the  feahng  witlt  which  long  onea  were  regarded.  He  waa  sore 
that  it  waa  perfectly  nnneoeaaary  for  him  to  enter  into  any  vin- 
dication of  the  dramatic  art,  which  tliey  liad  come  here  to  snp- 
porL  Thia,  however,  he  eonaidered  U»  be  the  proper  time  and 
proper  occaatoo  for  him  to  say  a  few  worda  on  that  love  of  re- 
pnaantation  which  waa  an  innate  feeling  in  haman  nature,  ft 
waa  the  fltat  amaaBmant  that  the  diiid  had— it  grew  greater  aa 
ho  grew  up ;  and,  even  in  the  decline  of  lifo.  nothing  amoaed 
ao  much  aa  when  a  eommoo  tale  ia  told  with  appropriate  per- 
aonifieation.  The  fbat  thing  a  child  doaa  ia  to  ape  his  achool- 
■■alii,  by  flogging  a  chair.  The  aasnming  a  character  our- 
aalvea.  or  the  seeiog  othare  aaenma  an  imaginary  character,  ia 
an  enjoyment.nataral  to  hnmaoity.  It  waa  implanted  in  onr 
vary  nature,  to  take  pleaaara  from  each  repraaantationa,  at  pro- 
per tinMe  and  on  proper  oeeaaiona.  In  ail  agea  the  tlMatrical 
art  had  kept  pace  with  the  impreveoMnt  of  mankind,  and  with 
tkeprograaaef  latlere  and  tlw  fine  aiti.    Aa  man  haa  advaaead 


from  the  ruder  atagea  of  ioewty, -the  hnra  of  draaatie  I 
tationa  has  inereaaed,  and  all  worfca  of  tbia  nature  have  baaa 
improved,  ia  ctaaraeter  and  in  atructura.  Thev  had  only  to  tan 
their  ayea  to  the  history  of  ancient  Gieeee,  althoogto  ha  dtd  aei 
pretend  to  be  vary  deeply  voraed  In  its  ancient  drama.  Its  fiut 
tragic  poet  commanded  a  body  of  troope  at  the  battle  of  Mam- 
then.  Sophoelea  and  Eoripides  were  men  of  rank  fa  Atheti, 
when  Athens  waa  in  its  higlieat  renown.  They  rticok  Atbsas 
with  their  diacooiaea,  aa  their  theatrical  worfca  sliook  the  the- 
atre itself.  If  they  tarned  to  Prance  in  the  time  of  Louis  the 
Fourtaealh,  that  em  which  ie  the  daseical  hietorr  of  that 
eoontry,  they  would  find  that  it  was  referred  to  by  all  Fieneh- 
men  aa  the  golden  aaa  of  the  drama  there.  And  alao  ia  Gag- 
land,  in  the  time  of  Qneeo  Elixabefh,  the  drama  was  at  tti 
higheet  pitch,  when  the  nation  began  to  mingle  doeply  and 
wisely  in  the  geaaral  potlities  of  Europe,  not  only  not  receiviag 
laws  from  othen.  bat  giviug  laws  to  the  worf  d,  and  vindic^im 
the  righta  of  mankind.  (Cheers.)  There  have  been  vaiiam 
timea  whan  the  dnunatie  art  subsequently  All  into  diaupoir 
Its  profassowhave  been  stigmatized ;  and  lawa  have  b«eo  passed 
against  them,  leaa  diahooour^le  to  them  than  to  the  sttlsa- 
man  by  whom  they  were  prppoeed.  and  to  the  legiriaton  by 
whom  they  were  adopted.  What  wwre  the  timae  In  which  thaaa 
lawa  were  paaaedT  Waa  it  not  when  virtue  waa  aeldom  iacal- 
eated  as  a  moral  duty,  that  we  were  reouired  to  reliiMioiah  the 
moat  rational  of  all  our  amuaameots,  when  the  deray  ware  en- 
joined celibsiey,  and  whan  the  laity  were  denied  the  rkht  lo 
read  their  BlbleaT  He  thought  that  it  maat  haw  been  fram  a 
notioo  of  penance  that  they  erected  the  diama  inio  aa  ideal 
place  of  profoneneaa,  and  9oke  of  the  theatre  aa  of  the  teota  af 
sin.  He  did  not  mean  to  dispote,  that  there  were  many  axeal- 
lent  peraona  who  thought  differently  from  him,  and  lie  dia- 
daimed  the  alightaat  idea  of  charging  them  with  bifolry  or 
hypocriay  on  that  aecoout  He  cave  them  foil  credit  for  their 
tender  eonaeienees,  in  making  iheee  objectiona,  although  they 
did  not  appear  relevant  to  him.  But  to  theae  petaona,  being,  aa 
he  believed  them,  men  of  worth  and  piety,  h«  waa  sore  the 
purpoee  of  thia  meeting  wonld  fumi«h  sotne  apology  for  an  ar 
ror,  if  there  be  any,  in  the  opiniona  of  those  who  attend.  They 
would  approve  the  gift,  altboagh  they  might  diflbr  ia  other 
points.  Such  might  not  approve  of  romg  to  the  Theatre,  t»t 
at  least  could  not  deny  that  thev  might  give  away  ftom  that 
auperfluity,  what  waa  lequired  for  the  relief  of  the  smA.  the 
aupport  or  the  aged,  and  the  comfort  of  the  aflBieted.  "nicaB 
were  duties  enjoined  by  out  religion  itaelf.    (Load  chaaral 

The  performeia  are  in  a  particular  manner  entitled  to  the  sap- 
port  or  regard,  when  in  old  age  or  diatrew,  of  thoae  who  had 
partaken  of  the  amuaemanta  of  thoae  ptaeee  which  they  icndar 
an  ornament  to  aocioty.  Tlieir  an  was  of  a  peeuliariy  delieala 
and  precarioua  nafore.  They  had  to  aerre  a  loag  appreatiea: 
ship.  It  waa  very  long  before  even  the  fimt-rete  gearaaes 
acquire  the  mechanical  knowledge  ofthealaga  buameaa. 
must  languish  long  in  obscurity  before  they  can  avail 
selves  of  their  naturel  talents :  and  after  that,  they  havv  bate 
abort  space  of  time,  daring  which  ther  ere  foitunaleif  they  am 
provide  the  naeans  of  comfort  in  the  dedine  of  life.  Tliat  omaas 
late,  and  lasla  bat  a  abort  time  ;  after  which  thev  are  left  de> 
pendant.  Thelrlunbafoil— their  teeth  are  looaened— thaw  vmcs 
ia  lott-and  thry  are  left,  after  giving  bapptoem  to  oihera.  m  a 
moat  diaconaolate  aUte.  The  public  were  liberal  and  gcnereas 
to  those  deserving  their  protection.  It  was  a  sad  thing  to  be 
dependant  on  tlie  fovour.  or,  he  might  say.  in  plain  toima,  aa 
the  caprice,  of  the  public ;  and  thia  more  particalarty  for  a  dam 
of  persons  of  whom  extrraie  prudence  is  not  the  charerarr. 
There  might  be  matancea  of  oppeitunitiea  being  npglocled ;  bat 
let  each  gentleman  tax  himadf.  and  conaider  the  opportaaitias 
tkef  liad  neglected,  and  the  sums  of  money  tkeg  bad  ' 
let  every  gentleman  look  into  his  own  bosom,  and  say 
them  were  circamstanoea  whidi  would  aoftm  hia  own  i 
vrere  he  to  be  plunged  into  diatress.  He  put  It  to  evaryj 
reua  boaom— to  every  bettor  feding— to  my  what 
was  It  to  old  age  to  be  told  that  you  might  have  i 
sion  ata  time  irtiich  had  hem  neglected— (loud  chccre)  and  ta 
find  it  objected,  that  if  you  bad  pleased  you  might  haw  baaa 
wealthy.  He  liad  hitherto  been  speaking  of  what,  in  thaatiteal 
language,  waa  called  u»n,  but  they  were  aometimea  felling 
ooearTnere  ware  another  dare  of  sufferen  naturally  and  aa- 
ceaaarilf  conoocttd  with  the  theatre,  without  whom  it 
impoaaible  to  go  on.  Tlie  sailors  have  a  aay iog,  avery  man 
mrt  be  a  boatswain.  If  there  mutt  be  a  great  ador  to  act  [ 
let,  there  maat  alao  be  peoj4e  to  act  Laertes,  the  P' 
craata,  and  Ouildenatera,  otherwiee  a  drama  cannot  go  on.  If 
even  Gairiek  himaolf  wore  to  riae  ftom  the  dead,  ha  camld  nai 
act  Hamlet  alone.  There  nnnt  be  generela,  colonala,  eam- 
manding-ofllDere.  aubalterna.  Bat  what  are  the  private  aoldisfa 
to  do  f  Many  have  mistaken  their  own  talents,  and  have  beau 
driven  in  eaiiy  youth  la  try  the  atage,  to  which  thoy  a 
competent.  He  would  know  what  lo  eay  to  the  ladi 
poet  and  to  the  bad  artiaL  He  would  mv  that  it 
and  he  would  reoommeod  to  the  poet  to  become  a  acribe.  and 
the  artiat  to  paint  slgn-poata  (loud  laughter.)— But  you 
not  send  the  player  adrift,  for  if  he  cannot  play  Ilamlet,  ha 
play  Guildanatem.  Where  there  are  many  labovreta,  v  , 
muat  be  low,  and  no  man  ia  audi  a  situation  can  decently  sap- 
port  a  wife  and  fomily,  and  aave  aomathing  off  hia  incoaw  for 


n 
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Mi"  WbAt  M  thai  BMB  to  do  ia  lattarlMiV  Am  you  to 
«Mt  total  off  liko  an  old  htef^or  •  ^taet  of  ontoM  macbinanri 
wliieh  baa  done  its  woik  I  To  a  panoo  wbo  had  eootribatad 
aaoMDt,  thia  woold  ba  nnUad,  vafrataAil,  uid  im- 
Biit  waota  are  not  of  hit  own  Baakinf ,  but  arise  ftom 
•ovreM  of  Bieknan  and  old  aao.  It  oannot  ba  de* 
that  than  is  ooa  cia«  of  raflbmn  to  whom  no  impnidanoe 
«w^  be  aanibad,  exeapt  on  fint  entarinr  on  the  profemon.  At- 
lar  Mttinff  hia  hand  to  the  dainatic  plouab,  ha  cannot  draw 
haak ;  bat  miat  oontanoa  at  it,  and  toil,  tiifdaath  releaaa  him 


'  of  laapaetablofaotlanMo  pceaent,  would  meat  the  views 
load  b7  tlM  patrons.  Ha  hoped  it  would  do  so.  They 
ihaiild  not  bo  diataeartaned.  Thouni  th«nr  could  not  do  a  great 
deal,  tliey  mifht  do  somethinf.  They  had  this  oonsolation, 
that  avarr  thins  tbay  parted  wMh  tmn  their  superfluity  would 
daaoaaacood.  They  would  sleep  the  better  themselTes  when 
Ifeay  hava  been  the  means  of  givinff  sleep  to  others.  It  was  un- 
fialsful  aad  unkind,  that  those  wbo  had  sacriflead  their  youth 
it  our  anmaaiDent,  should  not  receive  the  lawaid  due  to  them, 
bat  ihoald  be  rednead  to  hard  ibra  in  their  old  age.  Wo  can- 
■at  think  of  poor  Palataff  going  to  bed  without  hiseup  of  sack, 
or  Maebath  md  on  bones  aa  manowlass  as  those  of  Banquo.— 
(Lead  ehaafa  and  laafhter.>— As  he  believed  that  they  wen  all 
as  ftiad  of  the  dramatic  art  aa  he  was  in  hia  younger  days,  he 
weald  aropoae  that  they  should  drink  "  The  Theatrical  Fund," 
with  laiaa  **— ^^^  thrae. 

Mr.  Maokat  roee,  on  behalf  of  hie  brathrao,  to  vatum  their 
Ihaaka  for  the  toaat  juat  drunk.  Many  of  the  gentlemen  pre- 
seat,  ha  aatd,  were  perhapa  not  AUly  acquainted  with  the  na- 
Ian  and  intention  of  tho  institution,  and  it  might  not  be  amiss 
loaatsrinto  soma  explanation  on  the  aubJecL  With  whom- 
seavar  the  idea  of  a  Theatrical  Fund  might  have  originated, 
land  it  had  been  diaputad  by  the  aunriving  rriatives  of  two  or 
iteaa  iadividaala,)  eertain  it  wia,  that  the  firat  legally  cooati- 
'  Thaatriod  Fund  owed  its  oricin  to  one  of  the  brightaat 
Mota  of  the  profoaaion,  the  late  uavid  Garrtek.  Thatemi- 
:  aator  oonoei  ved  tliat,  by  a  weekly  aobacription  ia  the  The- 
atia^  a  fund  mi^t  ba  raised  among  its  membwa,  ftom  whieli  a 
-  ^      might  be  given  to  thoae  of  bis  leas  fortunate  brethren. 


and  thna  an  opportdnity  would  be  oflKued  fbr  pradonee  to  pro- 
vide what  ftirteiie  had  denied^a  comfortable  ptoviaion  for  the 
wlatar  of  Ufo.  With  the  welftra  of  his  profession  constantly 
at  heart,  the  seal  with  which  he  laboured  to  uphold  its  reapeot> 
abilaty,  and  to  impiaas  upon  the  mioda  of  hia  biathran,  not  only 
the  naceewity.  but  tho  Ueaaing  of  independanoe.  the  Fund  bo- 
peodiar  cam.  He  drew  nil  a  form  of  laws  for  ita  go- 
tt,  procured,  at  his  own  exnenae,  the  paaaing  of  an  Act 
of  Paitiament  for  ita  oooflrmation.  Doqueathed  to  it  a  handaoma 
lagaoy,  and  thoa  became  the  Father  of  the  Drury-Lane  Fund. 
So  enoatant  waa  hia  attadmient  to  thia  infont  eatabHahment, 
ftatbaetaoaatomcethecloaaofthebrigfatast  theatrical  Ufo 
on  leenrd,  by  the  laat  dtaplay  of  hia  iranacendent  talent,  on  the 
nfimaion  of  a  beaeflt  for  this  child  of  his  adoption,  which  aver 
■aee  hae  cone  by  the  name  of  the  Garriek  Fund.  In  imitation 
9t  hia  noble  exampleLFunds  had  been  eaUMiahed  in  saveial 
■oaineial  theatraa  in  Englaod ;  bat  it  remained  for  Mra.  Henry 
KMoas  and  Mr.  William  Munay  to  become  the  founders  of 
tta  fliat  Ttieatrieal  Pnnd  in  Sootland.    (Cheara.)  .This  Fund 

miiMMi I  under  the  moat  Ikvonnble  mspleaB :  tt  was  libe- 

nlly  enpported  by  the  management,  and  highly  patroniaed  by 
Om  pablie.  Notwithatandidg,  it  fell  short  hi  the  aeeompliah- 
mant  of  ita  intentiona.  Wbitt  thoae  intantiona  were,  he  (Bfr. 
r)  need  not  recapitulate,  but  they  foiled :  and  be  did  not 
to  eonfeaa  that  a  want  of  energy  on  the  part  of  tho 
the  probaMa  cauae.    A  new  aet  of  Ralee  and 

.,— - re  lately  dmwn  up,  submitted  to  and  approved 

of  at  a  geniaml  meeting  of  the  memben  of  the  Thaatoe;  and 
auandlnglj  the  Fund  waa  re-modelled  on  the  lat  of  January 
And  hare  he  thou^t  he  did  but  echo  the  ftaiings  of  hia 
lee,  by  pabliely  acfcnowledginf  the  oMigationa  they  were 
Co  tiM  management,  for  the  aid  given,  and  the  warn  in- 
llaey  had  M  along  taken  n  the  weUbra  of  the  Fund. 

, t&)    The  nature  and  object  of  the  profoenm  had  been  so 

well  toealed of  by  the  PrsaidaaL  ttet  he  would  say  nothing; 
bat  of  the  Domerooa  oApring  of  aotence  and  gantae  that  court 
Mueviow  Ihme,  the  Aetor  boeata  the  sloidaiest  claim  of  all ; 
& aport of  fortune, the  eraatarea of  feshioojud  ttie  netima 
of  capriee~thay  are  aeon,  heard,  and  admired,  but  to  be  forgot^ 
ch^bBvetw  Imee,  no  memorial  of  thelreKialano»--they  "eom^ 
lSbaliadowa.ao  deport"  (Cheera.)  Tet  hnmble  though  their 
laslinainna  be.  than  waa  no  piofeaaion,  trade,  or  calling,  where 
■Hh  •  eoobtnation  of  laquiaitea.  maotal  and  bodil/,  were  m- 
In  all  othera  the  priupnal  may  praetise  after  lie 


__  „  II,,,  Tte'ted  by  the afflietiag  hand  of  Providenee— emne  by 
tlM  loaa  of  limb-aome  of  ^ioe-and  inany.  ▼{>«!>  tjw.noidty 
Sthaiaind  ia  on  the  %mne,  may  be  aaaiated  by  dnUfol  children. 
S  devoted  aarvanta.  Not  ao  the  Aetor-he  muat  retahi  all  he 
•WrSdpoaaaaa,  or  auik  daiected  to  a^mournfol  home.  (Ap- 
Z!mn\  Tet  while  they  are  toilmg  for  ephemeral  Uieatae 
hllZi^w  very  fow  everpoaaoas  the  meanaof  hoarding  in  their 
vSSkSmM  wMch  would  give  bread  in  old  age  I  But  now  a 
Tt«?roS«t  dawned  upon  them,  WKl  ip  the  aucoaas  of  this 
'lS£t«t2bliahmant  they  looked  with  hope,  aa  to  a  com- 
TaSd  paaeefol  home  in  their  dedining  years.  He  eon- 
byteodertag  to  the  meeting,  in  the  name  of  hubrethren 
tSaIr  nnfoi^^  thanks  for  their  liberal  aupport,  and 


& 


topropoeethe 


ilth  of  the  PatrMw  of  the  Edlnbur^ 
) 


vTSTatKABoWBAinc  aaid.  that  by  deaire  df  hia  Hon.  Friend 

iImmi  faam  to  retaia  thaaka  for  the  henoar,which  Md  bean 
SEmTM  tiMPSonaof  tMianallentlMtitatimi.  Ho.eould 

•••"■TS/hiSaBlf-lie  eould  aaawer  for.  q>«gLg»r^^*5^ 
SaSlZaimti  with  tlw  Bwritorioi  o^acta  which  it 


baa  in  view,  and  of  their  anzioua  wlah  to  promote  ita  intareata. 
For  himaeK.  he  hoped  lie  might  be  pennitted  to  aay.  that  be 
was  rether  surprised  at  finding  hia  own  name  aa  one  of  the  Pa- 
troaa,  aaaoclaMd  with  so  many  individaals  of  high  renk  and 
powerfol  influence.  But  it  waa  au  excuae  for  those  who  had 
placed  biro  in  a  situation  so  honunrablo  and  so  di<tinguishad. 
that  when  this  charity  waa  instituted,  he  happened  to  hold  a 
high  and  responsible  station  under  the  Crnwn^  when  he  mirht 
have  been  of  use  in  assisting  and  promoting  its  objects.  His 
X«ordahip  much  feared  that  he  could  have  little  expectation, 
situated  aa  he  now  waa,  of  doina  either  ;  but  he  could  confl- 
dently  assert,  that  few  things  would  give  him  greater  gntiflca- 
tion  than  beina  able  to  contribute  to  its  prosperity  and  aupport ; 
and.  indeed,  wneo  one  recolleets  the  pleasttre  wnich  at  all  pe- 
riods of  life  he  has  received  from  tho  ezhibitiooa  <tf  the  stage, 
and  the  oxertiiMiB  of  the  meritorious  individuals  for  whoaa  aio 
this  fond  has  been  established,  he  must  be  diveatod  both  of 
gmtitttde  and  feeling  who  would  not  give  his  best  eodeavoura 
u>  promote  ita  welfiue.  And  now,  that  he  might  in  some  mea- 
sure repay  the  gratification  which  had  been  aflbrded  himself, 
he  would  beg  leave  to  propoee  a  toast,  the  health  of  one  of  the 
Patrons,  a  great  and  diatiiu^uished  individual,  whoae  name  mast 
always  stand  by  itaelf.  and  wliich,  in  an  aaaambly  such  as  thia, 
or  in  any  other  asaerooly  of  Scotnnen,  can  never  be  received, 
(not  he  would  aay  with  ordinary  feelinga  of  pleasure  or  of  de- 
light.) but  with  tlioae  of  reptnra  nod  enthusiasm. '  In  doing  ao 
he  felt  that  he  stood  in  a  aomewhat  new  situation.  Whoever 
had  been  called  upra  to  propoee  the  health  of  hia  Hon.  Friend 
to  whom  he  alluded,  some  time  ago.  would  have  found  himself 
enabled,  from  the  myatenr  in  which  certain  mattera  were  in- 
volved, to  gratify  himaalf  and  his  auditora  by  allusions  which 
found  a  reapondmg  chord  in  their  own  feelings,  and  to  deal  in 
the  language,  the  ainoere  language,  of  panegyric,  without  In- 
truding on  the  modea^  of  the  great  individual  to  whom  he  re- 
ferred. But  it  waa  no  longer  poaaible,  eonaistently  witli  the 
respect  to  ode's  auditors,  to  use  upon  thia  subject  terms  either 
of  myatifleation.  or  of  obacure  or  indirect  allusion.  The  clouds 
have  been  dispelled— the  darlmmvlsWe  haa  been  cleared  away 
—and  the  Cheat  Unknown— the  minstrel  of  our  native  land— the 
mighty  magician  who  haa  rolled  back  the  current  of  time,  and 
conjured  up  before  our  living  senaea  the  men  and  the  mannen 
of  days  which  h«ve  long  passe  d  away,  atands  revealed  to  tho 
beaita  and  the  eyea  of  his  afibctionato  and  admiring  oountry- 


If  he  himaelf  were  capable  of  imagining  all  that  belonged 
to  this  mighty  subject— were  he  even  able  to  give  utterance  to 
all  that  aa  a  friend,  aa  a  man,  and  as  a  Scotaman.  he  must  feel 
rafuding  It,  yet  knowing,  as  he  well  did,  that  thia  illuBtrtona 
inaividnal  waa  not  more  distinguished  for  his  towering  talents, 
than  for  thoae  feelinga  wbich  rendered  auch  allusions  uugraiefoi 
to  himaelf,  however  sparingly  introduced,  he  would,  on  that 
account,  still  refrain  nom  doing  that  which  woold  otherwiaa 
be  no  less  pleaataig  to  him  than  to  his  audience.  But  this  his 
Lordahip  hoped  no  would  be  allowed  to  say,  (his  auditora 
woold  not  pudon  him  ware  he  to  say  leaa,}  we  owe  to  him,  aa 
a  people,  a  large  and  heavy  debt  of  gratitude.  He  it  is  who 
hasopanied  to  foreignera  the  grand  and  characteristic  beaotiea 
of  our  eountry.  It  la  to  him  that  we  owe  that  our  gallant  an- 
ceaton  and  the  atrug^aa  of  our  illustrious  patriota— who  fought 
and  bled  in  order  to  obtain  and  aecure  that  independence  and 
that  libwty  we  now  eajoy— have  obtained  a  feme  no  longer 
confined  to  the  boundariea  of  a  remote  and  comparatively  ob- 
acure nation,  and  who  has  called  down  upon  their  struggles  for  ' 
glor»and  freedom  the  admiration  of  ftmlgn  eountriea.  Ha  it 
la  who  has  conferred  a  now  reputation  on  our  nauonal  charac- 
ter, and  beatowed  on  Seotiand  an  imperiahable  name,  were  it 
only  by  her  having  given  birth  to  himself.  (Loud  and  rapta* 
ronaapplauw,)  .  .     .   v  * 

^  WALTm  ecoTT  certainly  did  not  think  that,  in  eondng 
here  to-day,  he  would  have  the  taak  of  acknowledging,  before 
aoo  gentlemen,  a  aecret  which,  considering  that  It  was  oommu- 
nicatad  to  naore  than  twenty  people,  had  been  remarkably  well 
kept.  He  waa  now  before  the  bar  of  hia  eountry,  and  might  be 
undentood  to  be  on  trial  before  Lord  Meadowbank  aa  an  oflbnd- 
er :  yet  he  waa  sure  thkt  every  impartial  jury  would  bring  ia  a 
verdict  of  Not  Proven.  He  did  not  now  think  it  necessary  to 
enter  into  the  reaaona  of  hia  long  silenee.  Perhapa  capnoe  might 
have  a  eonaiderabie  share  In  it  He  had  now  to  say.  however, 
that  the  merits  of  theae  works,  if  they  had  any.  and  their  feulla, 
were  entirely  imputable  to  himaelf.  (Long  and  loud  nheering.^ 
He  waa  afraid  to  thmk  on  what  he  had  done.  "  Look  onH  again 
I  dare  not"  He  had  thus  for  unbosomed  himself,  and  he  knew 
that  it  would  be  reported  to  the  public.  He  nuMot,  then,  ae- 
rioualy  to  atate.  that  when  he  said  he  was  tho  author,  he  waa 
the  total  and  undivided  anther.  With  tho  exception  of  quota- 
tions, there  waa  not  a  aingle  word  that  was  not  denved  fnm 
himtelf,  or  suggealad  in  the  course  of  his  reading.  The  wand 
waa  now  broken,  and  the  book  buried.  Ton  wUl  allow  me  for- 
ther  to  aay,  with  Proapero,  it  Is  your  breath  that  haa  filled  my 
saila,  and  to  crave  one  aingle  toaat  in  the  capacity  of  the  Mthor 
of  theae  novela :  and  he  woald  dedicate  a  bumper  to  the  hMlth 
of  one  who  haa  repraeented  aome  of  those  characters,  of  which 
he  had  eadaavoured  to  cWe  the  skeleton,  with  a  degree  of  bve- 
llneaa  which  nndorsd  him  gntefol.  rio  would  propoae  the 
health  of  his  friend  Bailie  Nieol  Jarvie,  (loud  ap^anaa)— and  ha 
was  sure,  that  when  the  author  of  Waverfey  and  Rob  Roy  dnnka 
to  Nlcol  Jarvie.  it  would  be  received  with  that  degree  of^ 
plauae  to  which  that  gentleman  haa  elwaya  been  acoistomed, 
and  that  they  woold  take  care  that  on  the  preeent  oceaaion  it 
ahould  be  raoDioioua  i    (Long  and  vehement  applaaae.) 

Mr.  Maoxav,  who  here  spoke  with  great  hufflour  »  ««eha 
raeler  of  Bailie  Jarvie.-My  conacianoe  i  My  w»'J^^«*>J'  ^ 
daacoo  eould  not  have  believed  that  his  son  could  htehad  aioa 
compliment  paid  to  him  by  the  Great  Unknown  i 

Sir  Waltbk  80OTT.-The  Bmall  Known  now,  Mr.  Bfllie. 

Mr.  MAGKAT.-Hehad  beea  long  identified  with  the  Bailje. 
and  he  was  vain  of  the  cognomen  which  he  hadnowwoni  for 
aifht  ycon    and  ha  qaaataopod  if  lay  of  hie  Imthicn  ia  tho 


8 

iSmiMm^  IMbra  Im  mt  down.  Im  beifwl  to  propoM^'tlM 

Sd^SfOrt^pdthtCl^rofJMiilb^^   ^ ^^^^. 

Btt  Waxtib  800TT  ftpoioffuped  for  th*  abMao*  of  Iha  Lont 
ProTML  who  bad  |om  to  toodoo  00  nvblie  bwiiMM. 
Ttto»~"  Within  a  mile  of  EdiDburfh  town.'*  .   ^ 

Or  Waltbb  Scott  gvn,  "  The  Dnko  of  Wollioftoa  and  tto 
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MMi,  I  wrid  boglw<nf 
hMi«aiacML>«(,«r 


which  vooUirao  la  ad- 


»7- 

Glaa~"  How  mtnQj  wa  llva.^  .    . 

**  Lofd  Milvflle  and  the  NaTj.  that  foofht  till  ther  left  nobodr 
to  fight  with,  like  an  neb  iportanaa  who  dean  all  end  goes 
after  the  game.'* 

Mr.  Pat.  RoaBBTaoK—They  had  beerd  thieeveninf  a  toeet, 
which  had  been  reeeiTCdwith  inteoae  delighL  which  ivill  be 

Ebliehed  In  ctott  newipeper,  end  will  be  hailed  with  joy  bjr  all 
irape.  Be  had  one  toaet  aaiifned  him  which  he  had  gieat 
plMnre  in  ffivioff.  Hewatrara  thattheetagehadinallaieBa 
great  eflbct  on  the  mocalj  and  mannen  of  the,  people.  It  was 
ynrj  deeirable  that  the  etage  ahoold  be  well  rMulaled » and  there 
waa  no  criterion  bjr  which  iia  regulation  could  be  better  deter- 
mined than  by  the  moral  character  and  peiwmal  reepectabihiy 
of  the  perfbrmert.  He  waa  not  one  of  thoee  stem  momliata  who 
objected  to  the  Theatre.  The  meet  flutidioua  moraliat  oovid 
not  poeaibly  apprehend  any  injary  ftom  the  atage  of  Edinbnridi, 
aa  it  was  presently  managed,  and  so  long  aa  it  was  adorned  by 
ttiat  illnstrioos  indtTidnal,  Bfra.  Heory  Biddoos,  whose  public 
axhibitaoos  were  not  more  remarkable  for  feminine  grace  and 
delicacy,  than  was  her  prtvate  character  for  every  virtue  which 
eoold  be  admired  m  domestic  life.  He  would  conclude  with 
laeitiof  a  few  words  from  Sbakspears,  in  a  spirit  not  of  contra- 
diction to  those  stem  moralists  who  disliked  the  Theatro,  but 
of  meekness :— "  Good  mj  lord,  will  yon  see  the  players  well 
bestowed }  do  yon  bear,  let  them  be  wtil  used,  for  they  are  the 
abetract  and  brief  chronicles  of  tlie  time."  He  then  gave 
**Mri.  Henry  Siddons,  and  success  Cb  the  Theatre-Royal  of 
Edinbargh.** 

Mr.  BfbnBAT.— Oentlemen,  I  rise  to  retam  thanks  for  the  ho- 
BOor  you  have  done  Mrs.  8iddoos,  in  doing  which  I  am  some- 
what dilBcalted,  from  the  extreme  delicacy  which  attends  a 
brother's  expatiating  upon  a  sister's  claims  ^>  honours  pubiicly 
paid— (beer,  hear)— yet>  Gentlemen,  your  kmdness  eanboldens 
me  to  say,  that  were  I  to  give  utterance  to  all  a  brother's  feel- 
ings, I  should  not  exaggerate  thoee  claims.  (Loud  applause.)  I 
theivfore.  Gentlemen,  thank  you  most  cordially  for  the  honour 
you  have  done  her,  and  shall  now  request  perroiasiim  to  make 
aa  observation  on  the  establisliment  of  the  Edinburgh  Theatri- 
cal Fund.  Mr.  Mackay  has  done  Mrs-  Henry  Biddons  and  my- 
self the  honour  to  aserUM  the  establishment  to  ns ;  but  no^  Gen- 
tlemen, it  owes  its  origin  to  a  higher  source— the  publication  of 
the  novel  of  Rob  Roy— the  unprecedented  success  of  the  opem 
adapted  from  that  popular  jproduetion.  (Hear,  hear)  It  was 
that  success  which  ruieved  the  Edinburgh  Theatre  from  its 
diflleoliies,  and  enabled  Mrs.  Siddons  to  carry  into  eflbct  the 
eatablishmient  of  a  Amd  she  had  long  desired,  but  was  prevent- 
ed from  eflbctiog.  from  the  unsettled  state  of  her  tlisatrical 
eonoems.  I  therefore  hope  that,  in  future  years,  whan  the  aged 
and  infirm  actor  derives  ralief  from  this  ftiod,  he  will,  in  the 
language  of  the  gallant  Highlander,  "  Cast  his  eve  to  good  old 
Scotland,  and  not  forget  Rob  Roy.''    (Loud  applauaa) 

Sir  Waltsb  Scott  bare  stated,  that  Mrs.  Siddons  wanted  the 
means  but  not  the  will  of  bef  inning  the  Tlieatrical  Fund.  He 
bare  alluded  to  the  great  menta  of  Mr.  Murray's  management, 
and  to  his  merits  as  aa  actor,  which  were  of  the  first  order,  and 
of  which  every  person  who  attends  the  Theatn  must  be  sensi- 
ble ;  and  after  alluding  to  the  embarraasmenta  with  which  the 
Theatre  had  been  at  one  period  threatened,  he  concluded  by 
giving  the  health  of  Mr.  Murray,  which  waa  dnmk  with  three 
times  three. 

Mr.  MnaaAT.— Gentlemen,  I  wish  I  could  believe,  that,  la 
any  degree,  I  merited  the  ooraplimeots  with  which  it  has  pleased 
Sr  Walter  Scott  to  preface  the  proposal  of  my  heelth,  or  the 
very  flitteriof  manner  In  which  you  hava  done  me  the  haaoor 
to  receive  it  The  approbation  of  auoh  an  assembly  is  -most 
gratifying  to  me,  and  mitht  encourafe  feelinga  of  vaai^,  were 
not  Buelifeelinn  crushen  by  my  conviction,  that  no  man  liolding 
the  sitaation  I  nave  so  long  neld  in  Edinburgh,  could  have  fkiled, 

gaeed  in  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  I  have  been  placed, 
entlemen,  I  shall  not  insult  your  good  taste  by  ealogiuam  upoa 
your  judgment  or  kindly  feelina :  though  to  the  first  I  owe  any 
mipruvemeot  I  may  have  made  as  an  actor,  and  oe     '  ' 


Up- 


piaaaad  toaiviaaB  of  oarhamblat 
advert  lo  the  cause  in  wMoh  wa  hft'w  I 
raonded  as  I  aaa  by  the  L 
city.  I  canm>t>it  ftef  the  i 
drem  yoa  OB  ao  mtaresting  a  si^^eeL 
the  langBBfa  of  othon,  I  feel  qmie  at  a  loea  for 
to  clotbeme  sentiments  azeiled  by  the  pi  sunt  < 
ploBse.)  The  natare  of  the  laetitation  which  haa  aooght 
foetaring  patronage,  and  the  objeeia  which  it  ooBtemplaiei. 
have  been  Ihlly  explained  lo  yoo.  But.  geBtleaieo,  the  pdtef 
which  it  propoees  is  not  a  gmtoitoue  nlier-b«t  to  be  purchasec: 
by  the  individnal  contiibatioB  of  ito  nrnmben  tmaards  the  ge^ 
neial  good.  ThH  Fand  lends  no  eoeoarageneot  to  idleaees  or 
improvidence :  but  It  oShrs  an  opportanity  to  predeoee,  m  vi- 
gour and  yoath,  to  make  provision  against  the  evonina  of  life 
and  iu  attendant  infirmity.  A  period  is  fixad,  at  w^bieh  we  ed- 
mit  the  plea  of  age  as  an  exemptioa  from  pcofeenonal  labwir. 
It  is  paittAil  to  behold  the  vateran  on  the  stagafeeanpefled  by 
ty)  eonlending  aaainst  physical  decay,  mocking  the  joy- 

of  aairlh  with  tLe  feeblenees  of  age,  wtien  tho ' 

decline,  when  the 


i«  as  a  Manager  to  the  second.    (Appiaiiae.)   Whaatapon 

the  death  of  ray  dear  brother  the  late  Mr.  Siddona,  it  was  pro- 
posed  that  I  should  undertake  the  management  of  the  Edinburgh 
Theatre,  I  eonfew  I  draw  back,  doubting  my  easability  to  flae 
it  fttMB  the  load  of  debt  and  <uflleulty  with  which  it  waa  aor- 
lounded.  b  this  state  of  anxiety,  I  solicited  the  advice  of  one 
who  had  aver  hoBoored  me  with  hia  kindest  ragaid,  and  whose 


lags 
Mr.  J 


nber  of  mr  profeesion  can  proooonee  withoat  feel- 
of  the  deepest  laapeet  and  gratitude— I  allada  to  the  lale 
ir.  John  Kamble.  (Great  applauoe.)  To  him  I  applied;  and 
with  the  npetitioo  of  hU  advice  I  ahall  ceam  to  treapaaa  upon 
yoar  time— (Hear,  hear.)—"  My  dear  William,  fear  not ;  iategxi- 
n  and  aailduity  must  prove  an  oveimateh  for  all  difilcalty ;  and 
though  I  approve  your  not  indulging  a  vain  coofidanoo  in  your 
own  ability,  and  viewing  with  repeotftil  appreheaaion  the  judg- 
ment of  the  audience  you  have  to  act  before,  yet  be  aasvoad  that 
jadgment  will  ever  be  tempend  by  the  feeling  that  you  aia  act- 
ing for  the  widow  and  the  fetherleas."  (Load  applause.)  Gea- 
tlemen,  thoee  words  have  never  passed  from  my  mind ;  and  I 
feel  can  vinoed  that  yoa  have  pardoned  my  many  erroia,  ftom  the 
ftaUag  that  I  waa  striving  for  the  widow  and  the  femeriam." 
'  eathasiastic  applaase  Ibllowad  Mr.  MBrtay'a  ad- 


<n<Ms.) 


Soott  nve  the  health  of  the  Stewards. 
— Mr.  PrasMaBt  and  GeBtlaaMB.  the 
SMawarda,  ia  the  vaiy  flatlariag  com 
callafbrthoBr^ 


ibieaees  or  age,  viriien  tuo  eueraim 
feila.  and  '*the  bi«  nmnly  voica, 
taming  afam  towards  chtldiah  treble,  pi  pee  and  whistlee  ia  the 
sound.'*  ^We  woiUd  nmova  him  from  the  mimic  scene,  when 
fietioa  eeostitatee  the  charm ;  vre  would  not  view  old  eg*  cari- 
caturing itaeIC  (Ajyplanaa.)  Bat  aaour  meaaa  may  be  foenad.  ie 
time  of  need,  inamiqaata  to  the  fulfilment  of  oar  wishes  ftm- 
fal  of  raiaingexpectatioos.  vrhich  vre  may  be  uaable  to  gratify 
— desirous  not  ''^to  keep  the  word  of  proasisa  to  tha  ear,  snd 
break  it  to  the  hope'*— vre  have  prseuased  to  coart  the  aasist- 
anee  of  the  friends  of  the  draasa  to  atrancthan  our  tnfeat  in- 
stitution.  Our  appeal  has  been  saceessfui,  beyood  ov  most 
sanguine  expeetationa  The  distinguished  patronage  coafentd 
00  as  by  your  presence  on  tliis  occasion,  and  the  aobaianiial 
support  which  your  benevolence  haa  ao  libeially  aflbtded  to  on 
institution,  must  impiem  avery  member  of  the  Fund  urilh  tts 
most  gratefU  seetimenti  sentimeots  which  no  langnnfe  can 
express,  no  time  oblitemle.  (Applause.)  I  will  aot  trespaa 
longer  00  your  attention.  I  wonid  the  task  of  ackaowledgiaff 
our  obligatioB  had  fkllen  into  abler  handa.  (Hear,  baar.l  b 
the  name  of  the  Stewards,  I  asoat  rsapaetfuUy  and  oerdiBii 
thank  yoa  Ite  the  honour  you  have  doae  as,  whtdi  grenfly 
pays  our  poor  endeavours.  (Applansa) 
[Tbis  speech,  though  mther  inadeqaatoly  laported, 
/  the  best  delivered  on  this  oecesion.    Ttaet  it 


to  Mr.  Vandeahoirs  taata  aad  ftelinfa,  the  praoeding 
will  ahow  ;  bat  how  much  it  waa  so,  it  doee  aw  ehow.l 

Mr.  J.  Cat  gave  Profbssor  Wilsoa  and  thaJJmvenily  of  Bd 
inbnrgh,  of  which  he  uratf  one  of  the  brightsat  onaaasata 

Lord  MBASOvyBAicK,  after  a  saitable  ealograa,  gaverihe  ttd 
of  Fife,  which  vras  drank  with  thiae  tmms  thiae. 

Earl  ^ivBaxpraaasd  his  high  gxatifleation  at  tha  banear  asa- 
fimad  on  him.  He  intimated  his  apprabatioa  of  tha  iBalitatioa. 
and  his  readinees  to  promote  iu  eacoeos  by  evwr  maaas  ia  bit 
power.  He  condaded  with  giving  the  health  of  the  Cempaay 
of  Edinbargh. 

Mr.  JoMBa,  OB  riaing  to  retam  thanks,  beiag  reeaivao  wifli 
ooBsideiable  apptaaae,  said  h«  was  truly  aralafU  fbr  the  kmd 
eaeoaragement  he  had  expeoeneed,  but  tb»  novalty  of  the  m- 
tuation  m  which  he  now  waa,  leuewed  all  tha  feeJinphem- 
perieaoedwhea  he  first  aaw  himself  anoouBoed  ia  the  Mis  asa 


young  geBtlsBmn,  ^beiag  his  first  appearanee  on  any  afefs. 
(Laughter  and  applauaa).  Although  hi  tha  prfBenca  of  ^em 


whose  ladalgeaoe  had,  ia  anotifer  sphere,  ao  eftea 
him  fkom  tho  penalfiee  of  inability,  he  vraa  anabla  to 
the  taak  which  had  so  anexpecladi/ davolvad  upon  himiBbe- 

Ihunaalfl    Hei 


half  of  his  brethren  and  himaalfl  He  thenltoia  bacgad  tlnrt 
pany  to  imagine  all  that  gratalW  hearts  could  puMipc  tha  mast 
doqaeat  to  utter,  and  that  would  be  a  copy  of  their  inllinf 
(Applauaa.)  He  begged  to  treepam  another  moowM  «m  fbm 
atmntion,  fbr  the  pnrpoee  of  evpirssinf  the  thaaka  of  ttm  mas- 
bera  of  tha  Fnod  to  the  Geatleoieo  of  the  Edinboifb 
sional  Society  of  Musidaaa,  who,  finding  that  thm 
was  appointad  to  take  place  on  the  aUBie  creBinc 
eonoert,  had  in  the  handeomeet  manner  agreed  to  pampaasit 
Althobgh  it  waa  hia  duty  thua  to  prafbee  the  toaat  ha  had  Is 
propose,  he  was  eertaia  the  meeting  reouirad  no  Ihither  jadaei 
meat  than  tha  racolleetion  of  the  pleasaro  tha  niBrtiaBS  sf 
those  geatlemen  had  often  aflbrdad  them  within  1  _.  _ 
join  heartily  in  driaking  "  HealOi  and  prasparity  to  ttm 
baf|h  Profemional  Society  of  MasioiaBB.*'  (AnplBMi  ' 
Mr  Pat.  RoaxBraoM  piopused  "  the  health  m  Mr. 

mee  was  owing  to  iadispositioa.    Tha  pahBe  mm 
that  he  was  iha^aicst  distingainhad  advaeaia  at  fes 


awarai 
bar ;  he  waa  likewiae  diatinguished  fbr  the 

Mwbeon 


iof< 


with  the  J 


aad  cordial  manner  in  whi 
membem  of  the  profbenon,  to  the  1 
talenti  woald  alvrays  eatitle  him. 

Mr.  J.  Macoi^ocbib  aava  "  the  health  of  4ffm.  Siddoas,  m- 
nior— the  most  dastingunhed  omanMnt  of  the 

Sir  W.  Soott  aaid,  that  if  any  tfaing  eonid 
old  age,  it  was  tha  lafleetioa  that  ha  had  m 
wall  as  the  settmg  sun  of  Mrs.  Siddons.    Ba 
their  breakfbstinc  near  lo  the  theatm— waitinctha 
tha  erushing  at  the  doom  at  aix  o'clock    and  their  1 
coaating  their  fingen  till  eavnn  o'clock.    Bat  tha' 
•the  very  fiiat  word  vrUeh  ahe  utisted,  was  SBfBL. 
pay  him  ftv  all  haa  laboura  Thebaase  waalitanflyt 
and  it  waa  oaly  fhim  witnaaaing  the  eflirota  of  her  1 
ba  oodd  guem  to  what  a  pitch  theahaeal  axi 


ad.  Ttioee  yoaag  gentlemen  who  have  OB^  Bean  Iha  sit- 
saaaf  thfe  dlstingnished  porfanser,  beaalifU  ani  ammt 
bat  was,  amat  giva  as  old  fbllowa,  who  hnsa  aaea  its  ■■• 


aad  its  maridiaa,  leava  to  hold  oai 
Mr.  DuMMB  gaia   "The 


Mr.  MacbAT 


that  tha 


APPfilNOfX  TO  INTBOnVCTHm. 


tD 


te«i 


Mr.  lUoKAT  ban 


matd  ffvlltiidB  for  Uiia 
(w«  are  happy  to  •tate 
llowad  in  veiy  liboiauy.] 
'  ttaa  uoiapaiiy  with  a  pathetic 


"» 


Wac 


800IT  apologiafid  for  bavinr  to  lone  fbitotten 

He  wmdd  now  give  Seotland,  ue  Land  of 

He  waoM  cive  every  river,  every  loch,  vvvr  hill,  tnm 

Twnd  to  Johnnie  Oroat'a  howe—eveiy  Ian  m  her  oottage  and 


preeentat  the  dinner  of  nest  year..  .He  ha|4  merely  put  in  hit 
name,  wiitten  on  a  nip  of  paper,  wfthottt  ttie  monay.  But  tie 
woula  reeomjoeod  that,  ap  ■ome  of  U^  fniueiQen  might  be  in 
the  eame  fitvatioDi  the  dox  Bhoula  be  afain  Jkent  rouod,  and  he 


WW.*,  ia  her  eaetle ;  and  may  her  eons  eland  by  her.  aa.iheir 
Ikfhen  did  before  Iben,  and  he  who  woald  not  drink  a  fawn- 
partohUiitatviiiay  ha  never  drink  wWehey  more  t 

att  WAcMb  0OOTT  haia  gave  Lord  Meadowbadk,  who  re- 
uinied  thanki. 

Mr.  B.  G.  Bbll  eaid,  that  he  ihoold  not  have  ventnred  to  in- 
trade  hinuelf  upon  the  attention  of  the  aeMmblv,  did  he  not 
Itel  eonAdeaL  that  the  toast  he  begged  to  have  mn  honour  to 
pn^OML  woald  make  amende  for  the  very  imperftet  manner  in 
vhieh  he  might  ezprees  hie  aentimente  regarding  it  It  had 
bno  eeid,  that  notwithstanding  the  mental  supremacy  of  the 
pnsent  age,  notwithstanding  that  the  pege  of  onr  history  wes 
siBdded  with  namea  destined  also  fov  the  page  of  immortelitv, 
-Cbat  the  genius  of  Sbakspeare  was  extinct,  and  the  fountain 
efhb  inspiration  dried  up.  It  might  be  that  these  observations 
««s  onfortanately  correct,  or  it  might  be  that  we  were  bewU- 
dned  with  a  name,  not  dinppointed  of  the  reality.— for  though 
Bhikyeare  had  brooc ht  a  Hamlet,  an  Othello,  ana  a  Macbeth, 
SB  Ansl,  a  Juliet,  ana  a  Roeelind,  upon  the  stage,  were  there 
net  sathon  livmg  who  had  brought  as  varied,  as  exquisitely 
puhtad,  and  as  undying  a  range  of^ehaiaeters  into  our  hearts  7 
Ins  shape  of  the  mera  mould  into  which  genius  poured  its 
«Uen  treasores  waa  surely  a  matter  of  little  moment,— let  it 
M  called  a  Tiaged/,  a  Comedy,  or  a  Waverlsr  Novel.  But  even 
saoog  the  dramatio  authors  of  the  preeent  our.  he  was  unwil- 
liag  to  allow  that  than  was  a  great  and  palpable  decline  from 


tbe  glory  of  piecediog  ages,  end  his  toast  alone  would  bear  him 

eatiadenyinathe  troth  of 

ttsaaaies  of  Biillie,  Byron,  Coleridge,  Ifaturin,  and  others,  he 


eatm  deiqrina  the  troth  of  the  proposition.    After  eulogixing 


bscfsd  to  have  the  honour  of  proposing  the  health  of  Jarooe 
fiberidaa  Knowlea. 

Sir  Waltbb  Soott.— Gentlemen,  I  crave  a  bumper  all  over. 
TbB  last  toast  reminds  me  of  a  ne^ect  of  du^.  Unaccustomed 
to  a  public  duty  of  thia  kind,  errors  in  conducting  the  oeremo- 
sial  of  it  may  be  excoaed,  and  omissions  pardoned.  Perhaps  I 
have  made  one  or  two  omissions  in  the  course  of  the  evening, 
far  which  I  trust  fou  will  grant  me  your  pardon  and  indulgence. 
0ns  tbing  in  particular  I  have  omitted,  and  I  would  now  wish 
to  aake  amends  for  it,  by  a  libation  of  reverance  and  respect  to 
the  aMflBory  of  SHAKsraARB.  Ha  vras  a  man  of  univenal  ge- 
aias,  sad  from  a  period  soon  after  his  own  em  to  the  pieaent 
d87,  be  has  been  universally  idolized.  When  I  come  to  nis  ho- 
soaied  name,  I  am  li^e  the  aick  man  who  hung  up  his  cratches 
tt  the  shrine,  and  was  obliged  to  confess  that  ne  did  not  walk 
BSttw  than  befoio.  It  is  indeed  diflicult,  gentlemen,  to  oom- 
psn  him  to  any  other  individual.  The  onlv  one  to  whom  I 
matt  all  compare  him,  is  the  wonderfUI  Arabian  dervise,  who 
dived  into  the  body  of  each,  and  in  this  way  became  familiar 
vtth  the  thooghtfl  and  secrets  of  their  hearts.  He  was  a  man 
oTobacan  origin,  and,  as  a  player,  limited  in  his  acquirements, 
bat  be  was  born  -evidently  with  a  universal  genius.  Hts  eyes 
glanoed  at  all  the  varied  aspects  of  life,  and  his  fkncy  portrayed 
with  equal  talenta  the  king  on  the  throne,  and  the  clown  who 
cnckles  his  cheatnuts  at  a  Christmas  fire.  Whatever  note  he 
tikis.  he  strikes  it  lust  and  true,  and  awakens  a  corresponding 
ehord  in  our  ovm  bosoms.  Gentlemen,  I  propose  "The  me- 
amv  of  William  Shakspeare." 

Olea,—"  lichtly  tread,  'tis  hallowed  ground." 

After  the  ^ee.  Sir  Walter  rose,  and  begged  to  propoee  as  a 
least  the  health  of  a  lady,  whose  living  merit  is  not  a  little  lio- 
aoBiable  to  Seotland.  The  toast  (said  he)  is  also  flattering  to 
tba  aational  vanity  of  a  Sootehman,  as  the  lady  whom  I  intend 
to  propose  is  a  native  of  this  country.  From  the  public  her 
wans  have  met  writh  the  most  (kvourable  reception.  One  piece 
of  hers,  in  particular,  was  often  acted  here  of  late  years,  and 
lavB  plseaura  of  no  mean  kind  to  many  brilliant  and  fashiona- 
ble Budiences.  In  her  private  character  she  (he  beoed  leave 
la  say)  is  as  ranaarkabto.  as  in  a  public  sense  she  is  for  her  ge- 
aios.   In  short,  tie  would  in  one  word  name—  "  Joanna  Baillie." 

This  health  being  drank,  Mr.  Thonie  was  called  on  for  a 
•MjKiaod  sung,  with  great  taste  and  feeling,  "  The  Anchor's 

w.  HxHBSB,  Esq..  Advocate,  rose  to  propoee  the  health  of 
s  fentleman  for  many  years  connected  at  mtorvals  with  the 
drinatieart  in  Scotland.  Whether  we  look  at  the  range  of 
ebsracters  he  performs,  or  at  the  capacity  which  he  evinces  in 
sttcatina  those  which  he  undertakes,  he  is  eqnallv  to  be  ad- 
mired. In  all  hie  parte  he  is  unrivalled.  The  individual  to 
irtMm  he  alluded  is  (said  he)  well  known  to  the  gentlemen 
Pnsant  in  the  characten  of  Malvolio.  Lord  Ogleby,  and  the 
Graea  Han ;  and,  in  addition  tu  his  otlier  qualities,  he  merite, 
nr  his  perfoction  in  these  characters,  the  grateftil  ssnse  of  this 
aneting.  He  would  wish,  in  the  first  plaee^  to  drink  his  health 
as  an  actor ;  bat  be  was  not  less  estimable  m  domestic  life,  and 
ai  a  private  gentleman ;  and  when  he  announced  him  as  one 
alwm  the  Chairman  had  honoured  with  his  firiendship,  ho  was 
ana  that  all  present  would  cordially  join  him  in  drinking  "  The 
health  of  Mr.  Tarry." 

ICr.  William  Allan,  banker,  said,  that  he  did  not  rise  with 
Iha  hitention  of  makmg  a  speeoli.  He  merely  wished  to  con- 
trtbate  in  a  fbw  words  to  the  mirth  of  the  evening— an  evening 
which  certainly  had  not  passed  off  without  soooe  blunders.  It 
had  been  understood— at  Icnat  he  had  learnt  or  supposed,  fhmi 
the  axprensions  of  Mr.  Pritohard— that  it  would  be  sufRoient  to 
pat  a  paper,  vrith  the  name  of  the  contributor,  into  the  box, 
and  that  the  gentleman  thus  contributing  would  be  called  on 
for  the  money  next  moniing.  Ha,  fbr  his  part,  had  committed 
abfamdar  bat  it  might  serve  aa  a  eantion  to  thooa  who  may  ba 

2  F 


■w^aav  vaa^a^b%a*#^A*  vav^  w^m  mas^aaa^i  w^  caAaaaga  waa  a  iuuuu«  a&ai%4  MMG 

.  confident  that  they,  as  well  as  he,  would  redeem  their  ei^or 

Sir  Waltsr  Scott  said,  tliat  tbe  meeting  was  somewhat  in 
the  aitaalion  of  Mra.  Anne  Page,  who  had  3004  and  posisibi- 
lities.  We  have  already  fot.  said  he.  98(U.,  but  1  fchould  like, 
1  confess,  to  liave  the  SOiw.  He  would  gratify  hiim^elf  by  pro- 
posing the  health  of  an  honourable  person,  the  Lord  Chief  Ba- 
ron, whom  Enf  land  has  sent  to  us,  and  connecting  with  it  that 
of  nis  "  ypkeienow  on  the  bench,"  as  Shakspaaro  says,  Mr. 
Baron  Cterk— The  C^rt  of  fixchaquer. 

Mr.  Baron  Clbiik  regretted  ii»  wbeeode  of  his  learned  'bro- 
ther. None,  he  was  sore,  could  be  mote  generous  in  his  nature, 
or  more  ready  to  help  a  Stcottish  purpose. 

Sir  Waltbr  Scott.— There  Is  one  who  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered on  this  occasion.  He  is,  indeed,  well  entitled  to  our 
grateful  recollection— one,  in  short,  to  whom  *he  drama  in  this 
city  owes  much.  He  succeeded,  not  without  trouble,  and  per- 
haps at  aome  considerable  sacrifice,  in  establishing  a  theatre. 
The  younger  part  of  the  company  may  not  recolteot  the  theatre 
to  which  I  allude ;  but  there  are  some  who  witli  me  msy  re- 
member by  name  a  plaee  called  Carrabber's  Close.  There  Al- 
lan Ramsay  established  his  little  theatre.  His  own  pastoral 
was  not  fit  for  the  stage,  but  it  has  its  admirera  in  those  who 
love  the  Doric  language  r'  which  it  is  written;  and  it  id  not 
without  merite  of  a  very  peculiar  kind.  But  laying  aside  all 
considerations  of  his  litciary  merit  Allan  was  a  good  jovial 
honest  fhllow.  who  could  cnck  a  bottle  with  the  best.— The 
memorv  of  Allan  Ramsay. 

Mr.  MraBAY,  on  being  requested,  sung,  "  Twas  merry  in  the 
hall,"  and  at  tha^nablusion  was  greeted  with  repeated  rounds 
of  applause. 

Mr.  Joioa.- One  omission  I  conceive  has  been  made.  The 
cause  of  the  fond  has  been  ably  advocated,  but  it  is  still  sus- 
eeptibla,  in  my  opinion,  of  an  additional  charm— 

WHhoat  tha  imQe  from  partial  bcaaly  won, 
Ob,  what  war*  awn  J—*  world  witboot  a  mm  I 

And  there  would  not  be  a  darker  s/wt  in  poetrr  than  would  be 
the  eorner  in  Shakspaara  Square,  if,  like  ite  follow,  the  Regis- 
ter Office,  the  Theatre  vrere  deaerted  by  the  ladies.  They  are, 
in  fket,  our  most  attractive  stars.-"  The  Patronesses  of  the 
Theatre-the  Ladies  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh."  This  toast  I 
ask  leave  to  drink  with  all  the  honours  which  conviviality  can 
confer. 

Mr.  Patrick  RoantTaoN  would  be  the  last  man  willingly  to 
introduce  any  topic  calcalated  to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the 
evening ;  yet  he  felt  himself  treading  upon  ticklish  ground 
when  M  approached  the  region  of  the  Nor*  Loch.  He  assured  the 
companfThowever,  that  he  was  not  about  to  enter  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Improvement  bill.  They  all  knew,  that  if  the  public 
were  unanimous— if  the  consent  of  all  parties  w«re  obtained— if 
the  righte  and  intereete  of  every  body  were  therein  attended  to, 
saved,  reserved,  respected,  and  excepted— if  every  body  agreed 
to  it— and  finallv,  a  most  essential  point— if  nobody  opposfSd  it 
—  then,  and  in  that  case,  and  provided  also,  that  due  bitimation 
were  given— the  bill  in  question  might  pass— would  pass— or 
might,  could,  would,  or  should  pasa— all  expenses  beins  de- 
frayed.— (Laughter.)- He  was  the  advocate  of  neither  cham- 
pion, and  would  neither  avail  himaelf  of  the  absence  of  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Provost,  nor  take  advantage  of  the  noo- 

Spearanoe  of  his  friend,  Mr.  Coekbum.— (Laugliter.)— Bat  in 
e  midst  of  these  civic  broils,  there  had  been  elicited  a  ray  of 
hope,  that,  at  some  foture  period,  in  Bereford  Park,  or  some 


other  place,  if  all  parties  were  consulted  and  satisfied,  and  if  in- 
timation were  duly  made  at  the  Kirk  doon  of  all  the  parishes 
in  Scotland,  in  terms  of  the  stetute  in  that  behalf  provided— the 
people  of  Edinburgh  might  by  possibilitv  get  a  new  theatre.  — 
(Cheera  and  laughter.)— But  wherever  the  belligerent  powera 
miglit  be  pleased  to  set  down  this  new  theatre,  he  was  sure 
they  alt  hoped  to  meet  the  Old  ComjmaT  in  it  He  should  there- 
fore propose—"  Better  accommodations  to  the  Old  Ck»mpany  in 
the  new  theatre,  site  unknown."— Mr.  Robertson's  speech  was 
most  humorously  given,  and  he  sat  down  amidst  loud  cheers 
and  laughter. 

Sir  WALTXS  ScoTT.— Wherever  the  new  theatre  is  built,  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  large.  There  are  two  errora  which  we  cmn- 
monly  commit— the  one  arising  fhan  oar  iN'ide,  the  other  from 
our  poverty.  If  there  are  twelve  plans,  it  is  odds  but  the  lar- 
gest without  any  regard  to  comfort,  or  an  eye  to  the  probable 
expense,  is  adopted.  There  was  the  Ctrilege  projected  on  this 
scale,  and  undertaken  in  the  same  manner,  and  who  shall  see 
the  end  of  it?  It  has  been  building  all  my  life,  and  may  pro- 
bablv  last  during  the  lives  of  my  children,  and  my  dilldren's 
children.  Let  not  the  same  prophetic  hymn  be  sung,  when  we 
commence  a  new  theatre^  which  was  performed  on  the  occa- 
sion of  laying  the  fbundation  stone  of  a  certain  edifice,  "  behold 
the  endless  work  begun. "  Play-going  folks  should  attend  eome- 
what  to  convenience.  The  new  theatre  should,  in  the  firsr 
place,  be  such  as  may  be  finished  in  eighteen  months  or  two 
yeara ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  it  should  be  one  in  which  we 
can  hear  our  old  friends  with  comfort  It  is  better  that  a  mo- 
derate-sized house  shOBra  be  crowded  now  and  then,  than  to 
have  a  large  Theatre  with  benches  continually  empty,  to  the 
diseoorafement  of  the  acton,  and  the  discomfort  of  the  spec- 
Utors.— (Applause.)— He  then  commented  in  flattering  terms 
on  the  gemus  of  Mackenzie  and  hie  private  worth,  and  con- 
cludad  by  proposing  "  the  health  of  Henry  Mackenzie,  Esq." 

Immediately  afterwards  he  said :  Gentlemen,- It  is  now  wear- 
ing late,  and  I  shall  request  permission  to  rstire.  Like  Partridge 
I  may  say,  "nen  nm  fimU»  eram."  At  mf  time  of  day,  I  can 
agree  with  Lord  Ogilvie  as  to  his  rheumatism,  and  say.  "  There'a 
a  twinge."  I  h(ve,  therefore,  you  will  aiease  me  for  leaving 
the  chair.— (The  worthy  Baronet  than  retired,  amidst  long, 
load,  and  raptaimu  ebetfing.) 
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APPENDIX  TO  INTRODUCTION. 


Mr.  Patmok  RcmwriOiH  wm  tlMa  eiltod  to  the  ttoaix  by 

■CClOTMtiOB. 

•otlaoMD,  uid  Mr.  RouBfBOH,  I  taka  the  Ubartr  ofeekiiig 
^  to  fill  a  bamper  to  the  mj  bnin.  There  if  not  ooe  of  us 
who  will  not  iCfDember,  while  he  livw,  beiii|[  preeent  at  thia 
day's  ftattml,  aad  the  deelaratioii  made  thia  ni^t  bjr  the  gen- 
tlanun  who  has  just  Ml  the  chair.  That  declaration  haa  rant 
Ite  veil  from  the  featmes  of  the  Oraat  Unknown— a  name  which 
OBoat  now  merve  in  the  name  of  the  Great  Known.  It  will  be 
henceforth  coupled  with  the  name  of  Soon,  which  will  becooaa 
ftaBiliarlikeanooaeholdword.  We  have  heard  the  eonfMaton 
flom  hia  own  immortal  lipe— <cheerinc)— and  we  cannot  dwell 
with  loo  nmeh,  or  too  forveotpraiae,  on  the  naHti  of  the  fnat* 
ant  aau  wbnn  Beotlaad  !■■  pRKtawad. 


After  vriueh,  aevwd  other  toaata  wata  tvna,  aad  Mr.  So- 
bertaoo  left  ika  room  about  half  paat  Eleven.  A  tnr  aboiea 
spirita,  however,  rallied  nmnd  Ca^Maia  Broadhaail  of  Ite  itk 
hoamn,  who  waa  called  to  the  chair,  and  tte  fcatiritywaaya- 
looaed  till  an  earl/  hov  on  aatardar  monung. 

Ilia  band  of  tte  Tbaatre  oeeapiad  tte  gaUeiy,  aad  Itet  of  Ite 
7th  hvamri  tte  end  of  tte  room,  opooaite  tte  chair,  whoaa  par- 
foimanoM  warn  gieatly  admirad.  It  is  tet  joataea  to  Mr.  OStib 
to  state, that  tte  dinner  was  vmrliaadaoae  (dMNtgh 


aervad  in)  and  tte 


good. 


)  attantioo  of  tte 


waa  aaamplarr.    Mr.  Mnrmyaod  Mr.  VandsnhoC;  with  peat 
attended  oo  Sir  Walter  Seott's  ngbt  and  left,  aai 


foodtaaia, 

we  know  ttet  te  haa  aapieased  himaaif  aoneh  grattfad  bf 
poUtaoaaa  and  aadnlitf . 


CHRONICLES  OF  THE  CANONGATE. 


CHAPTER  I. 
fSi.  CKsstal  CrafUnsrs'*  fliccaant  ot 

VlBUtlt 

'Tuts  is  the  path  lo  heiven."  Such  is  ihe  uidenl 
mjiio  allached  lo  ihe  Bnuorisl  beiiiiiKs  of  the  Ca- 
usgiit,  snd  which  is  ioKiibed,  with  grealer  or  lew 
(roprwlv,  upon  all  Ihe  public  buildinRS,  from  (he 
aiiTTh  lo  the  pillorr.  In  the  tncienl  quarter  of  Edin- 
higb.  which  Dpara,  or  rather  once  bore,  (hs  same 
Riarnn  lo  the  Good  Town  thai  Weslminsler  does  to 
Uadaa,  being  aiill  poBBeasol  or  the  palace  of  the 
bTtreign.  as  it  formerly  was  diffnified  by  the  re- 
W^nce  of  the  principal  nobility  and  gentrr-  I  may, 
OtrefarB,  wiih  eome  propriely,  put  Ihe  same  motto  al 
ilir  hmi  of  the  lilrrary  underiaEinit  by  which  I  hope 
U  .'.iuetrale  ihe  hiiherlo  undistinguished  name  of 
Cimial  Croft  angry. 

the  pubbc  mar  desire  lo  Lnow  something  of  sn 
ac'Lur  who  pitcriH  at  auch  hd^I  his  ambitious 
HjneTations.  The  eenllc  reader,  Iherefore— for  I  am 
lEUch  of  Captain  Bobadil'i  humour,  and  could  to  no 
•-■tiitr  (iitnd  myself  so  (ar— the  grnlle  reader,  then, 
c-il  be  pleased  la  undersund.  thai  I  am  a  Scottish 
imiltman  of  the  old  school,  with  a  fortune,  temper, 
ind  cerwn,  rather  the  worse  for  wear.  Ihaieknown 
tit  world  for  these  forty  yeara,  having  written  my- 
a^man  nearly  since  that  period— and  1  douol  ihmk 
-.i-j  much  mended.  Hut  this  is  an  opinion  which  I 
btp  to  myself  when  I  am  among  younger  folk,  for  I 
tMoUfct,  in  my  youth,  qiiiiiing  the  SeiagcnananE 
■to  carried  bBcV  tbar  ideas  of  a  perfect  sibie  - 
nneiv  to  ihe  days  of  laced  coats  and  tnple  ruR 
tgii  some  of  them  to  the  blood  and  blows  of 
Forv-five  :  Thfrefore  I  am  cauuous  in  eifrciiing 
Ti^l  of  cenMt^hip,  which  is  supposed  lo  be  scqui 
!._  _.  _  .^.._j  _.  ^j.  ippfoaching,  the  mysteii 
le  numbers  of  i        "   "~  '  " 


babe  he  should  haiehnnisht  badi  lo  roe  in  baaltit 
and  aireugth,  and,  in  dispute  with  this  bonsM  gn- 
ileman,  1  found,  like  a  skilfiil  geoeral,  that  my  poii- 
Ijon  would  be  most  judicbusly  BSsumed  by  inking  it 
up  near  the  Abbey  of  Holyrood.*    tt  was  then  I  Brat 

at  the  DEifiqat  fDuadsuaB  tif  Oit  About  alibvr  o(  Hplrrood, 
Di  0\e  HdIi  t^Tum  SI  firm  is  BsDiDdin'i  tnnilatiun  ■■ 
"  RmidHttagf  AiuuidB  tiM  Hnl,  hli  brolhii  Dailil  esiiM 

iciru.mddlJinl  BatlBI,«ftirlii>  nnSHIiDii,  mill  smrtital 
iiiiiMlns.  B*  taiSBawi5idailii(tl»  lima  or  Kini  Huri 
in<i  wn  B  iikRanu,  UmI  taa  ai  ihrlhi  In  juii(ri»iii,  to  cni 


"  inihi  l^oniwiirbli  i«m  tUinqhUlKiiingiina  tariai 

..ri,>hi,hlii<Ui,ul4ii,>iidfiiiktUuiDiwiverbiliii>.  Nntwaa 
ilir  Rdm  DtT  QBOId,  ctflad  Iba  EialEatlaa  of  Oh  CRHi ;  ud,. 
KT>t.>  Uia  HBlBwai  IH  Ua  sdnpiH  «ir.  l»>  UMWt  to 

n  1 . d  uiia^ba jtea* of Utadis  l^Jta  1^  taHt^TwT^n 


id  of  life,  w 


anlr^lieii  i 


ind  Clim 


rorm  whi 


Ofiheearlicr  part  of  mylife  it  is  only  necessary  10 
■;.  ihsi  I  swept  the  boards  of  the  Parliament- 
Souse  with  the  akiriB  of  my  gown  for  the  uaual 


10  fees~liugh- 


11  Bayle's, 


w  nm«  ejpecied  to  keep  term — sot 

ti  ind  made  others  laueh— drank  cL — , — , 

Fortune's,  and  Walkers— and  eat  oysters  in  Ihe 
CcTenani  Clow. 

Bwoming  mv  own  master,  Iflungmy gown  al  the 
Ur-ke*per.  and  commenced  gay  man  on  my  own 
■oooDt.  In  Rdinburgh,  I  ran  into  nil  the  pipensivc 
Bcitty  which  the  place  then  afforded.  When  I  went 
Mmf  houae  in  tha  Hhire  of  Lanark,  I  emulated  to  Ihe 
aunM  Iheezpenaevof  men  of  large  forlune,  and  had 
■Thiinierii,  myfirai-taic  poinirra,  my  game- cock «, 
amfetd^ra.  T  can  more  easily  forgive  myself  for 
dMefolLea,  than  for  others  of  a  stUI  more  blsmeabk 
kind.  »  indilleTenily  ttoaked  over,  that  my  pooi 
■niher  thought  herrclf  obliged  to  leave  my  nabila- 

tDe-houH,  whu:li  she  occimied  (ill  herdeath.  I  ihink. 

•sun lion,  and  I  believe  my  mother  afterwarda  con- 
aoiuKtl  her^f  for  being  too  haaly.  Thank  Ood,  the 
■Iwnity  wliich  destroysd  ihe  means  of  conlinuinB 
■ay  4uiipation,  restored  me  to  the  aSections  of  my 

ly  murse  of  life  muld  not  last.  I  run  too  fast  i(i 
kng;  and  when  I  would  have  checked  my  career 
"as  fferhaps  too  near  ihe  brink  of  the  precipice. 
DC  miahapi  I  preparad  by  my  own  folly,  othen- 
De  op*"!  me  unawarei.  I  put  my  estate  out  lo 
ne  M  a  fat  man  of  fanaineas,  who  smothered  the 


iffigiiE^^ 

kTiif  li  hlin  M^lvll.  fiat  ul  nuBii  bI^'i  bsM  tilia  ibM  na, 
r-'rlcrn,  DnlrniTsiiidiDOiili,  nnr  wltb  ibvkiDf,  naeBW*^ 
l">.  [tiD  liirl  Mlawilis  hn.th»n>  dag*  twlUiOis  kii>|aa« 
■ —  ■■■-  iniinid.   Than  Oh  kiac "-■■  '"'-  ■■ — 

ii>tth»liaR,liiliii/aa 

haJj  aooe  H-ald,  u — 


12 


CHRONICLES  OF  THE  CANONGATE. 


IChap.  I. 


became  acmimnted  with  the  quailar,  which  my  Kttle 
work  will,  I  hope,  render  immortal,  and  grew  familiar 
Mrith  those  ma^Tuficent  wilds,  throuffE  which  the 
Kings  of  Scotland  once  chased  the  dark-brown  deer, 
bat  which  were  chiefly  recommended  to  me  in  those 
days,  by  their  being  inaccessible  to  those  metaphy- 
sicid  persons,  whom  the  law  of  the  neighbouring 
country  terms  John  Doe  and  Ricbard  Roe.  In  short, 
the  precincts  of  the  palace  are  now  best  known  as 
being  a  place  of  lefiige  at  any  time  from  all  pnnsuit  for 
civildebL 

Dire  was  the  strife  betwixt  my  quondam  doer  and 
myself;  during  which  my  motions  were  circum- 
scribed, like  those  of  some  conjured  demon,  within  a 
circla  which,  "beginning  at  the  northern  gate  of  the 
Kinr  s  Park,  thence  running  northwajra,  is  bounded 
on  the  left  by  the  King's  garaen-wall,  and  the  gutter, 
or  kennel,  in  a  line  wherewith  it  Tosses  the  High 
Street  to  the  Water-gate,  and  posing  through  the 
sewer,  is  bounded  bv  the  walls  of  the  Tennis-court 
and  Physic-garden,  olc.  It  then  follows  the  wall  of 
the  church-yard,  joins  the  northwest  wall  of  St 
Ann's  Yards,  ana  going  east  to  the  clack  mill-bouse, 
turns  southward  to  the  turnstile  in  the  King's  park- 
wall,  and  includes  the  whole  King's  Park  withm  the 
Sanctuary." 

These  limits,  which  I  abridge  from  the  accurate 
Maitland,  once  marked  the  Girth,  or  Asylum,  belong- 
ing to  the  Abbey  of  Holyrood,  and  which,  being  snll 
an  appendage  to  the  royal'  palace,  has  retained  the 
privilege  of  an  asylum  for  civil  debt.  One  would 
think  the  space  sufficiently  extensive  for  a  man  to 
stretch  his  hmbs  in,  as,  besides  a  reasonable  propor- 
tion of  level  ground,  (considering  that  the  scene  lies 
in  Scotland,)  it  includes  within  its  precipcts  the 
mountain  of  Arthur's  Seat,  and  the  rocks  and  pas- 
ture land  called  Salisbury  Crags.  But  yet  it  is  in- 
expressible how,  after  a  certain  time  had  elapsed,  I 
used  to  long  for  Sunday,  which  permitted  me  to  ex- 
tend my  walk  without  limitation.  During  the  other 
six  days  of  the  week  I  felt  a  sickness  of  heart,  which, 
but  for  the  speedy  approach  of  the  hebdomadal  day 
of  liberty,  I  could  hardly  have  endured.  I  experienced 
the  impatience  of  a  mastifi^  who  tu^  in  vain  to  ex- 
tend the  limits  which  his  chain  permits. 

Day  after  day  I  walked  by  the  side  of  the  kennel 
which  divides  the  Sanctuary  from  the  unprivileged 
part  of  the  Canongate ;  ana  though  the  month  was 
July,  and  the  scene  the  old  town  of  Edinburgh,  I  pre- 
ferred it  to  the  fresh  air  and  verdant  turf  whidi  I 
might  have  enjoyed  in  the  Kong's  Paik,  or  to  the  cool 
and  solemn  gloom  of  the  portico  which  surrounds 
the  palace.  To  an  indifierent  person  either  side  of 
the  gutter  would  have  seemed  much  the  same— the 
houses  equally  mea.i,  the  children  as  ragged  and 
dirty,  the  carmen  as  brutal,  the  whole  forming  the 
same  picture  of  low  life  in  a  deserted  and  impoverish- 
ed quarter  of  a  larae  city.  But  to  me,  the  gutter,  or 
kennel,  was  what  the  brook  Kedron  was  to  Shimei ; 
death  was  denounced  against  him  should  he  cross  it, 
doubtless  because  it  was  known  to  his  wisdom  who 
pronounced  the  doom,  that  frx>m  the  time  the  cross- 
ing the  stream  was  debarred,  the  devoted  man's  de- 
sire to  transgress  the  precept  wpuld  become  irresisti- 
ble, and  he  would  be  sure  to  draw  down  on  his  head 
the  penalty  which  he  had  already  justly  incurred  by 
cttrsuig  the  anointed  of  God.  For  my  part,  all  Ely- 
shim  seemed  opening  on  the  other  side  of  the  kennel, 
and  I  envied  the  little  blackguards,  who,  stopping 
the  current  with  their  litde  dam-dikes  of  mud,  had  a 
right  to  stand  on  either  side  of  the  nasty  puddle 
which  best  pleased  them.  I  was  so  childish  as  even 
Um  old  oonvMitwl  chureh  wu  awdas  the  pariah  church  of  the 
Canonnta  ftom  Um  period  of  the  ReformatioD,  mtil  James  II. 
claimed  ittothm  ohapel  roTalp  and  had  it  filled  up  aecordinfljr 
in  a  style  of  ^)lea4ollr  which  cnevoual/  outrated  the  fiselinca 
or  his  Piesbrtarian  si^jeeta.  The  roof  of  this  ftacment  ot  a 
once  maiaifleent  chnrofi  fell  in  ta  the  year  17f8,  and  it  has  i«> 
jnaiocd  ever  stnee  in  a  stale  of  desolation.— For  fuller  paitieu- 
Ian,  see  the  ProvimekU  AntlguMet  o/ScoUand,  or  the  Huttn  of 
iMtrood,  tf  Mr.  Chajujis  Mackul 

^  V^  K^^^^  l*rt  o''  this  ancient  pnlaee  is  now  a«ain  occupied 
by  his  M^estj  Charles  the  Tenth  of  France,  and  the  rsst  of  that 
illustrious  Ikmily,  which,  in  fomer  ases  so  dosely  connected  by 
"Bftf"*^  BM  afliaooe  with  the  house  of  Staart,  seems  to  have 
been  destined  to  nin  a  similar  carter  of  mislbrtune.  Rstiriueat 
in  pace  f  ^ 


to  make  an  ooeaakmal  excimion  across,  ware  h  <Mily 
for  a  few  yards,  and  felt  the  triumph  of  a  schoolboy, 
who,  trespassing  in  an  orchard,  hurries  back  agam 
with  a  flattering  sensation  of  joy  and  terror,  betwixt 
the  pleasure  of  having  executed  his  purpose,  and  the 
fear  of  being  taken  or  discovered. 

I  have  sometimes  asked  mysdf,  what  I  shonkl 
have  done  in  case  of  actual  imprisonment,  since  I 
could  not  bear  without  impatience  a  restriction  which 
is  comparatively  a  mere  trifle;  but  I  really  ocnikl 
never  answer  the  question  to  my  own  satisfaction.  I 
have  all  my  life  hated  thooe  treacherous  expediente 
called  nuzzo-termini^  and  it  is  possible  with  this  dis- 
position I  might  have  endured  more  patiently  an  ab- 
solute privation  of  liberty,  than  the  mora  modified 
restrictions  to  which  my  residence  in  the  SaDctuary 
at  this  period  subjected  me.  If,  however,^  the  feelings 
I  then  experienced  were  to  increase  in  intaiai^  ac- 
cording to  the  difference  between  a  jail  ana  my 
actual  condition.  I  must  have  hanged  mysellL  or 
pined  to  death ;  then  could  have  been  no  other  alter- 
native. 

Amongst  many  companions  who  forgot  and  neglect- 
ed me  ot  course,  when  my  difficulties  seemed  to  be  in- 
extricable, I  had  one  true  friend ;  and^that  fiiend  was 
a  banister,  who  knew  the  laws  of  has  ooontry  wdl, 
and^  tracins  them  up  to  the  spirit  of  eauity  and  jus- 
tice m  whicn  they  originatcL  had  repeatedly  prevented, 
by  his  benevolent  and  manly  exertions,  the  triumphs  of 
selfish  cunning  over  simplicity  and  foUy.  He  under- 
took my  cause,  with  the  assistance  of  a  aolicitor  of  a 
character  similar  to  his  own.  My  quondam  doer  had 
ensconced  himself  chin-deep  among  legal  trenches, 
homworks.  and  covered  waya ;  but  my  two  protec- 
tore  shelled  him  out  of  his  defences,  and  I  was  at 
length  afiree  man,  at  liberty  to  go  or  atay  wheresoever 
my  mind  listed. 

I  left  my  lodginss  as  hastily  as  if  it  had  been  a 
pest  house;  I  dia  not  even  stop  to  receive  some 
change  that  was  due  to  me  on  settling  with  my  land* 
ladv^  and  I  saw  the  poor  woinan  stand  at  her  door 
looking  after  my  precipitate  flight,  and  shaking  her 
head  as  she  wrapped  the  silver  which  she  was  count- 
ing for  me  in  a  separate  piece,  of  paper,  apart  from 
the  store  in  her  own  moleskin  purse.  An  honest 
Highlandwoman  was  Janet  Mac  Evoy.  and  deserved 
a  greater  remuneration,  had  I  possessed  the  power  of 
bestowing  it.  But  my  eagerness  of  delight  was  too 
extreme  to  pause  for  explanation  with  JaneL  On  I 
pushed  through  the  groups  of  children,  of  whose 
sports  I  bad  been  so  often  a  laiy  lounging  spectator. 
I  sprung  over  the  gutter  as  if  it  had  oeen  the  fatal 
Styx,  and  I  a  ghost,  which,  eluding  Plato's  authoiityi 
waa  making  its  escape  from  Limbo  lake.  My  fiieod 
had  difficulty  to  restrain  me  from  running  like  a  mad- 
man up  the  street ;  and  in  spite  of  his  kindness  and 
hospitality,  which  soothed  me  for  a  dav  or  two^  I 
was  not  quite  happy  until  I  found  myself  aboard  of 
a  Leith  smack,  and,  standing  down  the  Frith  with  a 
fair  wind«  might  snap  my  njiaera  at  the  retrearinff 
outline  of  Arthur's  Seat,  to  tne  vicinity  of  which  I 
had  been  so  long  confined. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  trace  my  future  progress 
through  hfe.  I  had  extricated  myself^  or  rattier  bad 
been  freed  by  my  friends,  from  the  brambles  and 
thicketa  of  tne  law,  but,  as  befell  the  sheep  in  the 
fable,  a  great  part  of  my  fleece  was  left  behind  me. 
Somethmg  remained,  however ;  I  was  in  the  sesaos 
for  exertion,  and,  as  my  good  mother  used  to  say, 
there  was  always  life  for  living  folk.  Stem  neceaa- 
ty  gave  my  manhood  that  prodeuce  which  my  yoeth 
was  a  stranger  to.  I  faced  danger,  I  endured  fatigse. 
I  sought  foreign  climates,  and  proved  that  I  bdonged 
to  the  nation  which  is  proverbially  patient  of  laboor 
and  prodigal  of  life.  Independence,  like  liberty  to 
Virgil's  shepherd,  came  late,  but  came  at  last,  wiA 
no  great  affluence  in  its  train,  but  bringing  enoiigh  te  , 
support  a  decent  appearance  for  the  reat  of  my  lilet 
and  to  induce  oousms  to  be  civil,  and  gossips  to  say, 
'*  I  wonder  who  old  Croft  will  make  his  heirl  he 
must  have  picked  up  something  and  I  should  not  bs 
surprised  if  it  prove  more  than  felk  think  of." 

My  firat  impulse  when  I  remmed  home  was  to  rush 
to  the  house  of  my  benefactor  the  only  man  who  had 
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it  mf  ditfrets  inteiesled  hmiMlf  in  my  bebftlf.  He 
was  a  ■Duff'takar,  and  it  bad  been  the  pxide  of  my 
heart  to  save  the  tp«a  corpora  of  the  mX  score  m 
flnneaa  I  couJd  board,  and  to  have  them  converted 
Dio  as  tastefiil  a  snuff-box  as  Rnndell  and  BridRe 
eoaU  devise.  This  I  bad  thrust  for  security  into  the 
breast  of  my  waistcoat,  while,  impatient  to  transfer 
it  to  the  person  for  whom  it  was  destined,  I  hastened 
10  his  house  in  Brown's  Square.  When  the  front 
of  the  house  became  visible,  a  feehng  of  alarm  check- 
el  me:  I  had  been  long  abeent  from  Scotland:  my 
fiiead  was  some  years  older  than  I ;  he  misht  have 
bem  called  to  the  oongreRation  of  the  just  I  paused, 
sad  gaied  on  the  house,  as  if  I  had  hoped  to  form 
Bame  conjecture  from  the  outward , appearance  con- 
cmung  the  state  of  the  family  within.  I  know  not 
iiow  it  was,  but  the  lower  windows  being  all  closed 
aad  no  one  stirring,  my  sinister  forebodings  were 
rather  strengthened.  I  refitted  now  that  I  nad  not 
made  inquiry  before  I  len  the  inn  where  I  alighted 
frun  the  UHul-coach.  But  it  was  too  late ;  so  Ihur- 
ried  on,  eager  to  know  the  best  or  the  worst  which  I 
ooaidkam. 

The  brass  plate  bearing  my  friend's  name  and 
deaignation  waa  still  on  the  door,  and  when  it  was 
opoed,  the  old  domestic  appeared,  a  good  deal  older 
I  thought  than  he  ought  naturally  to  have  looked, 
eooaidenng  the  period  of  my  absence.  "  Is  Mr.  Som- 
morille  at  home  7"  aaid  I,  nressmg  forward. 
. "  Yes,  sir,"  said  John,  placing  himself  in  opposi- 

000  to  my  entrance^  "  he  is  at  home,  but" 

** But  he  is  not  in,"  said  I.  "I  remember  your 
phiaeof  old,  John.  Gome^  I  will  step  into  his  room, 
lad  leave  a  line  for  him." 

John  was  obviously  embarrassed  by  my  familiarity. 

1  wu  some  one,  be  saw,  whom  he  ought  to  recollect, 
atthe  same  time  it  was  evident  he  remembered  no- 
oang  about  me. 

.  "Ay,  sir,  my  master  is  in,  and  in  his  own  room, 
bst" — 

1  would  not  hear  him  out,  but  passed  before  hnn 
towards  the  well-known  apartment.  A  young  ladv 
one  out  of  the  room  a  little  disturbed,  as  it  seemed, 
ind  aaid,  '*  John,  what  is  the  matter?* 

"A  gentleman.  Miss  Nelly,  that  insists  on  seeing 
BIT  master." 

A  very  old  and  deeply  indebted  friend,"  said  I, 

that  ventures  to  press  myself  on  my  much-respect- 
ed bcne&ctor  on  my  return  from  abroad." 

Alas,  sir,"  replied  she,  "  my  unde  would  be  hap- 
Pf  to  see  you,  but" 

At  this  moment,  something  was  heard  within  the 
ipvtment  like  the  falling  or  a  plate,  or  glass,  and 
unmediately  after  my  finiend's  voice  called  angrily 
*od  eagerly  for  his  niece.  She  entered  the  room 
liwily,  and  so  did  I.  But  it  was  to  see  a  spectacle, 
^paied  with  which  that  of  my  benefactor  stretch- 

•n?  ^  ^^^  would  have  been  a  happy  one. 

The  easy-chair  filled  with  cushions,  the  extended 
nobs  swathed  in  flannel,  the  wide  wrapping-gown 
and  nightcap,  showed  illness ;  but  the  dimmed  eye^ 
^ce  so  replete  with  living  fire,  the  blabber  lip,  whose 
(Illation  and  compression  used  to  give  such  charac- 
ter to  his  animated  countenance,— the  stammering 
[pngQe,  that  once  poured  forth  such  floods  of  mascu- 
upe  eloquence,  and  had  often  swayed  the  opinion  of 
toe  sages  whom  he  addressed,— all  these  sad  symp- 
^(naa  evinced  that  my  friend  was  in  the  melancholy 
condition  of  those,  in  whom  the  principle  of  animal 
iwB  has  unfortunately  survived  that  of  mental  intelli- 
Beaee.  He  gazed  a  moment  at  me,  but  then  seemed 
tuenaible  ofmy  presence^  and  went  on— he^  once  the 
gott  courteous  and  well-bred !— to  babble  unintelligi- 
ble but  violent  reproachea  against  his  niece  and  ser- 
vant, because  he  nimself  had  dropped  a  teacup  in  at- 
tempting to  place  it  on  a  table  at  his  elbow.  His  eyes 
2JUSht  a  momentary  fire  from  his  irritation;  but  he 
'(■ogKled  in  vain  for  words  to  express  himself  ade- 
^tely,  as,  looking  from  his  servant  to  his  niece,  and 
wen  to  the  table,  he  laboured  to  explain  that  they  had 
placed  It  (though  it  touched  his  chair)  at  too  great  a 
w"{jnce  from  him. 

The  young  person,  who  had  naturally  a  resigned 
Huonna-like  expression  of  countenance,  listened  to 


his  impalMat  chkltng  with  tha  mosl  hmnble  submis- 
sion, eheoked  the  servant,  whose  less  delicate  feehngs 
womd  have  entered  on  his  justification^  and  gradually, 
by  the  sweet  and  soft  tone  of  her  voice,  soothed  to 
rest  the  spirit  of  causeless  irritation. 

She  then  cast  a  look  towards  nie,  which  expressed, 
"You  see  all  that  remains  of  him  whom  you  call 
friend."  It  seemed  also  to  say,  "Tour  longer  pre- 
sence heie  can  only  be  distressmg  to  us  alL" 

"  Forgive  me.  young  lady,"  I  aaid.  as  well  as  tears 
would  permit ;  1  am  a  person  deeply  obliged  to  your 
uncle.    My  name  is  Crohangry." 

"Lordl  and  that  I  should  not  hae  minded  ye. 


"  Hold  your  tongue,  John,"  said  the  lady,  somewhat 
angrily ;  and  then  continued,  addressing  ho-self  to 
me,  "I  am  sure,  sir,  you  must  be  sorry  to  see  mv un- 
cle in  this  state.  I  know  you  are  his  friend.  I  nave 
heard  him  mention  your  name,  and  wonder  he  never 
heard  from  you."  A  new  cut  thisi^and  it  went  to  my 
heart  But  ^e  continued,  "  I  really  do  not  know  if 
it  is  right  that  any  should— If  my  uncle  should  know 
you,  which  I  scarce  think  possible,  he  would  be  much 

a^ted,  and  the  doctor  says  that  any  agitation 

But  here  comes  Dr. to  give  his  own  opmion." 

Dr. entered.    I  had  left  him  a  middle-aged 

man ;  he  was  now  an  elderly  one ;  but  still  the  same 
benevolent  Samaritan,  who  went  about  doing  good, 
and  thought  the  blessinip  of  the  noor  as  good  a  re- 
compense of  his  professional  skill  as  the  gold  of  die 
rich. 

He  looked  at  me  with  surprise,  but  the  young  lady 
said  a  word  of  introduction,  and  I,  who  was  known 
to  the  doctor  formerly,  hastened  to  complete  it.  He 
recollected  me  neifectly,  and  inthnated  that  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  reasons  I  had  for  being 
deeply  interested  in  the  fate  of  his  patient  He  gave 
me  a  very  melancholy  account  of  my  poor  friend, 
drawing  me  for  that  purpose  a  httle  apart  fiom  the 
lady. ^ The  light  of  lifv*  he  aaid,  ''was  trembling 
in  the  socket ;  he  scarcely  expected  it  would  ever 
leap  up  even  into  a  momentary  flash,  but  more  was 
impossible."  He  then  stepped  towards  his  patient, 
and  put  some  questions,  to  which  the  poor  mvalid, 
though  he  seemed  to  recognise  the  friendly  and  fami- 
Uar  voice,  answered  only  m  a  faltering  and  uncertain 
manner. 

The  young  lady,  in  her  tun^  had  drawn  back  when 
the  doctor  approached  bis  patient  "  You  see  how  it  is 
with  him,"  said  the  doctor,  addressing  me;  "I  have 
heard  our  poor  friend,  in  one  of  the  most  eloquent 
of  his  pleadings,  give  a  description  of  this  very  disease, 
which  he  compajed  to  the  tortures  inflicted  by  Me- 
zendus,  when  he  chained  the  dead  to  the  living.  The 
soul,  he  said,  is  imj>risoned  in  its  dungeon  of  flesh, 
and  though  retaimng  its  natural  and  unalienable  pro- 
perti^  can  no  more  exert  them  than  the  captive  en- 
cloaed  within  a  prison- house  can  act  as  a  free  agent. 
Alas !  to  see  Aim,  who  could  so  well  describe  what 
this  malady  was  in  others,  a  prey  himself  to  its  in- 
firmities !  I  shall  never  forget  the  solemn  tone  of 
expression  with  which  he  summed  up  the  incapa- 
cities of  the  paralytic,— the  deafened  ear,  the  dimmed 
eye^  the  crippled  limbs,— in  the  noble  words  of  Ju- 
venal— 


omiu 


M enbronim  darnno  aoajor  denMotia,  qiw  oee 
Ifomiin  MnronuD,  nee  mitDm  asnoMit  amiei.'  ** 

As  the  physician  repeated  these  lineSi  a  flash  of  in- 
telligence seemed  to  revive  in  the  invalid's  eye— eunk 
agam — again  struggled,  and  he  spoke  more  mtelugi- 
bly  thanbefore,  and  in  the  tone  of  one  eager  to  say 
something  which  he  felt  would  escape  him  unless 
said  instantly.  **  A  question  of  death-bed,  a  question 
of  death-bed,  doctoi^a  reduction  ex  capiU  lectin 
Withering  against  Willibus— about  the  morbus  sonti- 
CU9,  IpTeaded  the  cause  for  the  pursuei^I,  and— 
and— Why.  I  shall  forget  my  own  nune-I,  and— he 
that  was  the  wittiest  and  the  best  humoured  man 
living** 
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The  deioiption  enabted  the  doctor  to  fill  up  the 


eonk  Deck  in  hie  eaey-chair.  , 

"  You  have  now  eeen  more  of  our  poor  friend,  Mr. 
Croftangry,"  said  the  phvacian.  "  than  I  dared  ven- 
ture to  promiae  jrou ;  ana  now  I  muat  take  my  ]»o- 
feaaionfu  authority  on  me,  and  aak  you  to  retire. 
Miaa  SommervUle  will,  I  am  sure,  let  you  know  if  a 
moment  should  by  any  chanc?  occur  when  her  uncle 
can  see  you." 

What  could  I  do  7  I  save  my  card  to  the  yoone 
lady,  and,  takins  my  ofiering  from  my  bosom— "If 
my  poor  friend,'^^  I  said,  with  accents  as  broken  al- 
most as  his  own,  "  should  ask  where  this  came  from, 
name  me ;  and  say  from  the  most  obluQad  and  most 
grateful  man  alive.  Say,  the  gold  of  which  it  is  com- 
posed was  saved  by  grams  at  a  time,  and  was  hoard- 
ed with  as  much  avarice  as  ever  was  a  miser's :— to 
bring  it  here  I  have  come  a  thousand  miles,  and  now, 
aliuL  I  find  him  thus  1" 

Iiaid  the  box  on  the  table,  and  was  retiring  with  a 
lingering  st».  The  eye  of  the  invalid  was  caught  by 
it,  as  that  or  a  child  by  a  glittering  toy,  and  with  in- 
fantine impatience  he  faltered  out  mquiries  of  his 
niece.  With  gentle  mildness  she  reoeated  again  and 
again  who  I  was,  and  why  I  came,  oc.  I  was  about 
to  turn,  and  hasten  from  a  scene  so  painfril,  when  the 
physician  laid  his  hand  on  my  sleeve—"  Stop,"  he 
said,  "there  is  a  change."  ,.      , 

Tiiere  was  indeed,  and  a  marked  one.  A  faint  e^ow 
roread  over  his  pallid  featuree— they  seemed  to  gain 
the  look  of  intelhgence  which  belongs  to  vitality— his 
eye  once  more  khidled— his  lip  coloured— and  drawing 
himself  up  out  of  the  listless  posture  he  had  hitherto 
maintained,  he  rose  without  anistance.  The  doctor 
and  the  servant  ran  to  give  him  their  support.  He 
waved  them  aside,  and  tney  were,  contented  to  place 
themselves  in  such  a  position  behind  as  might  ensure 
against  accident  should  his  newly-acquired  strength 
decay  as  suddenly  as  it  had  revived. 

"  My  dear  Croftanmry,"  he  said,  m  the  tone  of  kind- 
ness of  other  days,  'T  am  glad  to  see  you  returned— 
You  find  me  but  poorly— but  my  little  niece  here  and 

Dr. are  very  kmd— Ckxi  bless  you,  my  dear 

friend !  we  shall  not  meet  again  till  we  meet  in  a  bet- 
ter world." 

I  pressed  his  extended  hand  to  my  lips— I  pressed 
it  to  my  bosom— I  would  fain  have  nung  myself  on 
my  knees ;  but  the  doctor,  leaving  the  patient  to  the 
young  lady  and  the  servant,  who  wheeled  forward 
nis  chair,  and  were  replacing  nim  in  it,  hurried  me  out 
of  the  room.  "  My  dear  sir/'  he  said,  "  you  ought  to 
be  satisfied ;  you  have  seen  our  poor  invalid  more  like 
his  former  seu  than  he  has  been  for  months,  or  than 
he  may  be  perhaps  again  until  all  is  over.  The  whole 
Faculty  could  not  have  assured  such  an  interval— I 
must  see  whether  any  thing  can  be  derived  from  it  to 
improve  the  general  health— Pray,  begone.' '  The  last 
argument  hurried  me  from  the  root,  agitated  by  a 
crowd  of  feelings,  all  of  them  painnil. 

When  I  had  overcome  the  shock  of  this  great  dis- 
ap^intment,  I  renewed  gradually  my  acquaintance 
with  one  or  two  old  companions,  who,  though  of  in- 
finitely less  interest  to  my  feelings  than  my  unfortu- 
nate nicnd,  served  to  refieve  the  pressure  of  actual 
solitude,  and  who  were  not  perhaps  the  less  open  to 
my  advances,  that  I  was  a  bachelor  somewhat  strick- 
en in  years,  newly  arrived  from  foreign  parts,  and  cer- 
tainly independent  if  not  wealthy. 

I  was  considered  as  a  tolerable  subject  of  specula- 
tion by  some,  and  I  could  not  be  burdensome  to  any : 
I  was  thereiore,  according  to  the  ordinary  rule  of 
Edinburgh  hospitality,  a  welcome  guest  irl  several 
respectable  families:  but  I  found  no  one  who  could 
replace  the  loss  I  had  sustained  in  my  best  friend  and 
benefactor.  I  wanted  something  more  than  mere 
companionship  could  give  me,  and  where  was  I  to 
look  for  it  7— among  the  scattered  remnants  of  those 
that  had  been  my  gay  friends  of  yore  7— alas ; 
Manr  a  lad  I  loved  waa  dead, 
And  manr  a  laia  frown  old. 

Besides,  all  community  of  ties  between  us  had  ceased 


to  exist  and  such  of  foniMr  fiiaida  as  wen  still  in  tha 
world,  heki  their  life  in  a  difoent  tenor  firom  what  I 
did. 

Some  had  become  misers,  and  were  aa  easier  in  sa- 
ving sixpence  as  ever  they  had  been  in  spendinc  a  gni- 
nea.  Some  had  turned  agriculturists— -their  talk  waa 
of  oxen,  and  they  were  only  fit  companions  for  Kr»> 
ziers.  Some  stuck  to  cards,  and  thoufpi  no  longer  deep 
nmblers,  rather  played  small  game  than  sat  oat 
llib  I  particularly  despised.  The  strong  impnlse  of 
gaming,  alas  1  I  had  felt  in  my  time— 4t  la  aa  intenae 
as  it  is  criminal ;  but  it  produces  excitation  and  interest, 
and  I  can  conceive  how  it  ahould  become  a  passion 
with  strong  and  powerful  minds.  But  to  dnbble 
away  life  m  exchanging  bits  of  painted  paeteboaid 
round  a  green  tabi&  lor  the  piddlins  concern  of  a  few 
shillings,  can  only  be  excused  in  folly  or  aoperannoa- 
tion.  It  is  like  riding  on  a  rocking-horse,  where  voor 
utmost  exertion  never  carries  you  a  foot  forward ;  it 
is  a  kind  of  mental  tread-mQl,  where  you  are  perpetu- 
ally cUmbing,  but  can  never  rise  an  inch.  From  tbeae 
hints,  my  readera  will  perceive  I  am  incapacitated  for 
one  of  the  pleasures  of  old  age^  which  though  not 
mentioned  by  Cicero,  is  not  the  least  fiemient  reaouroe 
in  the  present  day— the  dub-room,  and  the  sang  hand 
at  whist 

To  return  to  my  old  companiona :  Some  ficonented 
public  aasembli^  like  the  ghost  of  Bean  Naah,  or 
any  other  beau  of  half  a  century  back,  throat  aaids 
by  titterinjg  youth,  and  pitied  by  thoae  of  their  own 
aga  In  fine,  some  went  into  devotion,  aa  the  French 
term  it,  and  othere,  I  fear,  went  to  the  devil ;  a  few 
found  resources  in  science  and  lettere ;  one  or  two  tnm- 
ed  philosophera  in  a  small  way,  peeped  into  micro- 
scopes, and  became  femiliar  with  the  laahionable 
experiments  of  the  day.  Some  took  to  reading,  and 
I  waa  one  of  them. 

Some  grains  of  repulsion  towards  the  society 
around  me— some  painful  recollectiona  of  early  faolts 
and  follies — some  touch  of  displeasure  with  living  man- 
kind, inclined  me  rather  to  a  study  of  antiquities,  and 
farticularly  those  of  my  own  country.  Tue  reader,  if 
can  prevail  on  myself  to  continue  tne  present  won, 
will  probably  be  able  to  judgi^  in  the  coarse  of  it, 
whether  I  have  made  any  usdul  progress  in  the  sts- 
dy  of  the  olden  times. 

I  owed  this  turn  of  study,  in  part,  to  the  conversa- 
tion of  my  kind  man  of  business,  Mr.  Fairscrib&  whom 
I  mentioned  aa  having  seconded  the  efforu  of  my  in- 
valuable friend,  in  bringing  the  cause  on  which  my 
liberty  and  the  remnant  of  mv  property  depended,  to 
a  favourable  decision.  He  nad  given  me  a  moat 
kind  reception  on  my  return.  He  was  too  much  en- 
gaged in  lus  prc^asion  for  me  to  intrude  on  him  of^n, 
and  perhaps  his  mind  was  too  much  trammelled  with 
its  details  to  permit  his  being  willingly  withdrawn 
from  them.  In  short  be  was  not  a  person  of  my 
poor  friend  Sommervflle's  expanded  spirit  and  rather 
a  lawyer  of  the  ordinary  class  of  formaJiats,  but  a 
most  able  and  excellent  man.  When  my  estate  waa 
sold,  he  retained  some  of  the  older  title-deeds,  argmng, 
from  his  own  feelings,  that  they  would  be  of  rooie 
consequence  to  the  heir  of  the  old  family  than  to  the 
new  purchaser.  And  when  I  returned  to  Edinbnrs^ 
and  round  him  still  in  the  exercise  of  the  professiDD  to 
which  he  was  an  honour,  he  sent  to  my  lodgings  the 
old  family-bible,  which  lay  always  on  my  father's  ta- 
ble, two  or  three  other  mouldy  volumesi,  and  a  coo- 
pie  of  sheep-skin  bags,  full  of  parchments  and  papers, 
whose  appearance  was  by  no  means  inviting. 

The  next  time  I  shared  Mr.  Pairscribe's  hospitable 
dinner,  I  failed  not  to  return  him  due  thanks  for  hii 
kindness,  which  acknowledgment,  indeed,  I  propor- 
tioned rather  to  the  idea  which  I  knew  he  entertained 
of  the  value  of  such  things,  than  to  the  interest  with 
which  I  myself  regarded  them.  But  the  converaatiqo 
turning  on  my  family,  who  were  old  prtmrieton  in 
the  Upper  Ward  of  Clydeadale,  gradually  excited 
some  uiterest  in  my  mind :  and  when  I  retired  to  my 
solitary  parlour,  the  firet  thing  I  did  waa  to  look  lor 
a  pedigree,  or  sort  of  histon^  of  the  family,  or  Hoose 
of^Croftangry,  once  of  that  ilk,  latterly  of  Glentanner. 
The  discovenes  which  I  made  shall  enrich  the  neit 
chapter. 
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In  W4  JVir.  Ctoftsnjp:^  amtCnues  Ifin  Stocj. 

*' Wtet*i  property,  dear  Swift  T  Ineiteller 
From  yoa  to  na,  from  me  to  Peter  Walter."— Pops. 

'*CBorTAifasT--Croftandraw— Croftaniidge--Crof<- 
tandgrey— for  sa  mony  wise  hath  the  name  been 
ipelht— 19  weel  known  to  be  aae  house  of  Rrit  anti- 
qatfi  and  it  is  aaid,  that  King  Miicolumbt  or  Mai- 
eolm,  being  the  first  of  our  Scottiah  princes  auha 
Rmovit  across  the  Firth  of  Forth,  did  reside  and  oc- 
cap7  ane  palace  at  Edinboigh,  and  had  there  ane 
Tilaant  man,  who  did  him  man-senrice,  by  keeping 
(he  croft,  or  oom-land,  which  was  tilled  for  the  oon- 
vadence  of  the  King's  hoasehokL  and  was  thenoe 
caOit  Croft- an-n,  that  is  to  say,  the  King  his  croft; 
onhilk  place,  though  now  covent  with  bigginss,  is  to 
miB  day  called  Croftangry,  and  lyeth  near  to  the  royal 
palace.  And  whereas  that  some  of  thoee'who  bear 
this  auld  and  honoorable  name  may  take  scorn  that 
it  aiiseth  from  the  tilling  of  the  ground,  quhilk  men 
aooomit  a  slavish  occupation,  yet  we  ought  to  honour 
the  pkngh  and  spade,  seeing  we  all  denye  our  being 
from  cNir  lather  Adam,  whose  lot  it  became  to  culti- 
vate the  earth,  in  respect  of  his  fall  and  transgres- 


''  Also  we  have  witness,  as  weel  in  holy  writt  as  in 
prafiuie  history,  of  the  honour  in  qululk  husbandiie 
was  held  of  old,  and  how  prophets  have  been  taken 
from  the  plengh,  and  great  captains  raised  up  to  de- 
fend their  ain  countries,  sic  as  Cincinnattuu  and  the 
fike,  who  fought  not  the  common  enemy  with  the  less 
valmncy  that  their  arms  had  been  exercised  in  hald- 
mg  die  s^ts  of  the  pleugh,  and  their  beUicoee  skill 
in  driving  of  yauds  and  owsen. 

'*  Likewise  there  are  sindry  honorable  families, 
qnhilk  are  now  of  our  native  Scottish  nobility,  and 
have  dombe  higher  up  the  brae  of  preferment  than 
what  this  house  of  Croftangry  hath  done^  quhilk 
shame  not  to  carry  in  their  waruke  shield  and  insifimia 
ef  di«nity,  the  tools  and  implements  the  quhilk  their 
finturefathers^xercised  in  labouring  the  croft-r», 

nib- 


or,  as  the  poet  Virgilius  calleth  it  eloquently,  in  suL- 
dmng  the  soiL  And  no  doubt  this  ancient  nouse  of 
Croflanffry,  whOe  it  continued  to  be  called  of  that 
nk,  proouced  many  worshipful  and  famous  patriots, 
of  qohom  I  now  prstermit  the  names ;  it  being, my 
pupose,  if  God  shall  spare  me  life  for  sic  ane  pious 
oAciom,  or  duty,  to  resume  the  first  part  of  my  nar- 
rative toQching  the  house  of  Croftangry^  when  I  can 
sec  down  at  length  the  evidents.  and  historical  wit- 
iMas  anent  the  facts  which  I  shall  allege,  seeing  that 
wofdai,  when  they  are  unsupported  by  proofs,  are  like 
seed  aown  on  the  naked  rocks,  or  like  an  house  big- 
git  on  the  flitting  and  faithless  sands." 

Here  I  stopped  to  draw  breath ;  for  the  style  of  my 
crandsire^  the  inditer  of  this  goodly  matter,  was  ra- 
mer  lengthy,  as  our  American  friends  say.  Indeed^  I 
reserve  the  rest  of  the  piece  until  I  can  obtain  admis- 
jKm  to  the  Bannatyne  Club,*  when  I  propoee  to  throw 
off  an  edition,  limited  according  to  the  rules  of  that 
erudite  Society,  with  a  facsimile  of  the  manuscript, 
cmblaxomy  or  the  family  arms,  surrounded  by  their 
qoartennm,  and  a  handsome  disclamation  of  family 
pride^  with  Btte  no9  noptmait  u»e  nihil^  or  Vtx  ea 
fUfgira  voco. 

In  the  meantime,  to  speak  truth,  I  cannot  but  sus- 
pect, that  though  my  worthy  ancestor  puffed  vigor- 
ously to  swell  up  the  dignity  of  his  famfly.  we  had 
aever,  in  fact,  risen  above  the  rank  of  middling  pro- 
pristoFS.  The  estate  of  Glentanner  came  to  us  by 
die  intermarriage  of  my  ancestor  with  Tib  Sommeril, 
tenned  by  the  southrons  Sommerville,t  a  dani^ter 

•  miaCUb,  of  which  the  Aatfaor  of  Wavarler  haa  the  ho- 
aav  to  be  Praaiaeoc,  waa  iaatitatad  in  Fehmarjr  lan.  fbr  the 
■Mpuae  of  printiat  and  pabliahinc  woriu  illaatmtive  of  the 
BiiiT.  Uteralare,  and  antiqaitiea  m  Scotland.  It  oootiniiei  to 
■roapOT.  and  haa  already  rBaooed  ilrom  oblivion  many  cvrioaa 
SiSriala  of  Seotdeh  Hiatorr. 

»  The  apcient  Nonnan  ftnuly  of  the  Ouiumeif  illaa  came  into 
iiM  ifllsod  with  William  the  Conqoeror,  and  eatabliahed  one 
liBDeh  in  Olooeeatmhiia,  anotherio  Scotland.  After  the  lapae 
er  7S0  reara,  the  remaining  pcmaaeiona  of  theae  two  branenaa 

Cn  aailad  in  tho  penoa  of  the  late  Lord  Sonnerrilla;  on  the 
th  of  hia Bagliah kiiMmin, the  wtll-kBown aatbor  of  "The 


of  that  noble  house,  but  t  fear  on  what  my  grsat- 
grandsire  calls  "  the  wrong  side  of  the  blanket."  Her 
husband,  Gilbert,  was  killed  fighting,  as  the  /noutat- 
Ho  poBt  mortem  has  it,  *^  ntb  vexiUo  regis.  apuapriB' 
Hum  juxta  Branxton,  um  flodder^fieUL. 

We  had  our  share  in  other  national  misfortunes-* 
were  forfeited,  like  Sir  John  Colville  of  the  Dale,  for 
following  our  betters  to  the  field  of  Langsidet  and, 
in  the  contentioua  times  of  the  last  Stewarts,  we 
were  severely  fined  for  harbouring  and  resetting  in- 
tercommuned  ministers ;  and  narrowly  escaped  giv- 
ing a  martyr  to  the  Calendar  of  the  Covenant,  in  the 
person  of  the  fether  of  our  family  historian.      He 

took  the  sheaf  from  the  mare,  however,  as  the 
MS.  expresses  it.  and  agreed  to  accept  of  the  terms 
of  pardon  offerecl  by  government,  and  sign  the  bond, 
in  evidence  he  woula  give  no  farther  ground  of  of- 
fence. My  grandsire  mosses  over  his  father's  back- 
sliding as  smoothly  as  ne  can,  and  comforts  himself 
with  ascribiiig  his  want  of  resolution  to  his  unwilling- 
ness to  wreck  the  ancient  name  and  family,  and  to 
permit  his  lands  and  lineage  to  fall  under  a  doom  of 
forfieiture. 

",And  indeed,"  said  the  venerable  compiler.  "  as, 
praised  be  God,  we  seldom  meet  in  Scotland  with 
these  belly-gods  and  voluptuaries,  whilk  are  unna- 
tural enough  to  devour  thor  patrimony  bequeathed  to 
them  by  their  forbears  in  chambering  and  wanton- 
ness, so  that  they  oome^  with  the  prodigal  son,  to  the 
husks  and  the  swme-trough ;  and  as  I  have  the  less  to 
dreid  the  existence  of  such  unnatural  Neroes  in  mine 
own  family,  to  devour  the  substance  of  their  own 
house  like  brute  beasts  out  of  mere  gluttonie  and 
E^curishnesse,  so  I  need  only  warn  mme  descend- 
ants against  over  hastily  meddling  with  the  mutations 
in  state  and  in  religion,  which  have  been  near-hand 
to  the  bringing  this  poor  house  of  Croftangry  to  per- 
dition, as  we  nave  shown  more  than  once.  And  al- 
beit I  would  not  that  my  successors  sat  still  altoge- 
ther when  called  on  by  their  duty  to  Kirk  and  Kin^; 
yet  I  would  have  them  wait  tiU  stronger  and  walthier 
men  than  themselves  were  up,  so  that  either  they  may 
have  the  better  chance  of  getting  through  the  day; 
or,  failing  of  that,  the  conquering  party  having  some 
fatter  ouairy  to  hve  upon,  may,  like  gorged  hawks, 
spare  the  smaller  game." 

There  was  something  in  this  oondusion  wMch  at 
first  reeding  piqued  me  extremePy,  and  I  was  so  un- 
natural as  to  curse  the  whole  concern,  as  poor,  bald, 
pitifid  trash,  in  which  a  silly  old  man  was  saying  a 
great  deal  about  nothing  at  all.  Nay.  my  first  im- 
pression was  to  thrust  it  into  the  fire,  the  rather  that 
It  reminded  me,  in  no  very  flattering  maimer,  of  the 
loss  of  the  femily  property,  to  which  the  compiler  of 
the  history  was  so  much  attached,  in  the  venr  man- 
ner which  he  most  severely  reprobated.  It  even 
seemed  to  my  aggrieved  feelings,  that  his  unpresdent 
gaze  on  futuriw.  m  which  he  could  not  anticipate  the 
n>lly  of  one  or  ms  descendants,  who  should  throw 
away  the  whole  inheritance  in  a  few  years  of  idle  ex- 
pense and  folly,  was  meant  as  a  personal  incivihty  to 
myself,  though  written  fifty  or  sixty  years  before  I 
was  bora. 

A  little  reflection  made  me  ashamed  of  this  feding 
of  impatience,  and  as  I  looked  at  the  even,  concise, 
yet  tremulous  hand  in  which  the  manuscript  was 
written,  I  could  not  help  thinking  according  to  an 
opinion  I  have  heard  aenously  mamtained,  that  some- 
thing of  a  man's  character  may  be  conjectured  from 
his  handwritmg.  That  neat  but  crowded  and  con- 
strained small  nand,  argued  a  man  of  a  good  con- 
science, well  regulated  passions,  and,  to  use,  his  own 
phrase,  an  upright  walk  in  life ;  but  it  also  indicated 
narrowness  of  spirit,  inveterate  prejudice,  and  hinted 
at  some  degree  of  intolerance,  which,  though  not  na- 
tural to  the  disposition,  had  arisen  out  of  a  umited 
education.  The  passagea  firom  Scripture  and  the 
classics,  rather  proraaely  than  happily  introduced,  and 
written  in  a  half-text  character  to  mark  theirimport- 
ance,  illustrated  Uiat  peculiar  sort  of  pedantry  which 
always  considers  the  argument  as  gamed,  if  secured 
by  a  quotation.  Then  the  flourished  capital  letters, 
which  oraamented  the  commencement  of  each  para- 
graph, and  the  name  of  his  fiunily  and  of  lus  ances- 
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ton,  yirhmnfret  theie  occoind  in  the  p«^  do  they 
not  ezpreiB  forcibly  the  pride  and  sense  of  importanoe 
with  which  the  author  undertook  and  accomplished 
his  taski  I  persuaded  myself;  the  whole  was  so 
completely  a  portrait  of  the  man,  that  it  would  not 
have  been  a  more  undutifhl  act  to  have  defaced  his 
pictnra^  or  even  to  have  disturbed  his  bones  in  his 
coffin,  than  to  destroy  his  manuscript.  I  thoudit, 
for  a  moment,  of  presenting  it  to  Mr.  Fairscribe ;  out 
that  confounded  passage  abont  the  prodigal  and 
swino-trough— I  settled  at  last  it  was  as  wbU  to  lock 
H  op  in  my  own  bureau,  with  the  intention  to  look  at 
it  no  more. 

But  I  do  not  know  how  it  was,  chat  the  subject  be- 
nn  to  ait  nearer  my  heart  than  I  was  aware  ci,  and 
Ifound  myself  rei>eatedlyengaf^  in  reading  descrip- 
tbxis  of  farms  which  were  no  longer  mine^  and  boun- 
daries which  marked  the  property  of  oChm  A  love 
of  the  natale  aoktm^  if  Swift  be  right  in  translatii^c 
these  wordfl^  "family  estate,"  began  to  awaken  in 
my  bosom ;  the  recollections  of  my  own  youth  add- 
ing tittle  to  it,  save  what  was  connected  with  field- 
sports.  A  career  of  pleasure  is  unfavourable  for  ac- 
ouiring  a  taste  for  natural  beauty,  and  still  more  so 
for  forming  associations  of  a  sentmiental  kind,  con- 
necting us  with  the  inanimate  objects  around  us. 

I  had  thought  little  about  mv  esute,  while  I  pos- 
sessed and  was  wasting  it,  unless  as  afibrding  the 
rode  materials  out  of  wmch  a  certain  inferior  race  of 
creatures,  called  tenants,  were  bound  to  produoe  (|n 
a  greater  quantity  than  they  actually  did)  a  certain 
return  called  rent,  which  was  destined  to  siM^ply  my 
expenses.  Tliis  was  my  general  view  of  the  matter. 
Of  particular  places,  I  recollected  that  G(arval-hill 
was  a  fomous  piece  of  roudi  ui^and  pasture^  for  rear- 
ing young  colts,  and  teaoiing  them  to  throw  their 
foet,— that  Minion-burn  had  the  finest  yellow  trout  in 
the  country,— -that  Seggy-cleufl^  was  uneaualled  for 
woodcocks,— that  BenSbbert-moors  afibroed  excel- 
lent moorfowl-shooting,  and  that  the  clear  bubbling 
fountain,  called  the  Harper's  Wdl,  waa  the  best  re- 
cipe in  the  world  on  the  morning  alter  a  Bard-go 
with  my  neighbour  fox-hunters.  Still  these  idess 
recalled,  by  degrees,  pictures,  of  which  I  had  since 
learned  to  appreciate  the  merit—scenes  of  silent  lone- 
liness, where  extensive  moors,  undulating  into  vrild 
hills,  were  only  disturbed  by  the  whistle  of  the  plover, 
or  the  crow  of  the  heath-cock:  wild  ravines  creeping 
up  into  mountains,  filled  with  natural  wood,  ana 
which,  when  traced  downwards  along  the  path 
formed  bv  ahepherds  and  nutters,  were  found  gradu- 
ally to  emaige  and  deepen,  as  each  formed  a  channel 
to  Its  own  brook^  sometimes  bordered  by  steep  banks 
of  earth,  often  with  the  more  romantic  boundary  of 
naked  rocks  or  clifis,  crested  with  oak,  mountain-ash, 
and  haxel,— all  gratifving  the  eye  the  more  that  the 
scenerv  waa,  £rom  the  Dare  nature  of  the  countiy 
arouiML  totaUy  unexpected. 

I  had  recoUectiona,  too,  of  fair  and  fertile  holms,  or 
level  plainsj  extending  between  the  wooded  banks 
and  the  bold  stream  of  the  Clyde,  which,  coloured 
like  pure  amber,  or  rather  having  the  hue  of  the  peb- 
blee  called  Cairngorm,  rushes  over  sheets  of  rock  and 
beds  of  oravel,  inspinng  a  species  of  awe  from  the 
few  and  nithless  fords  which  it  presents,  and  the  fre- 
quency of  fatal  acoidenta,  now  diminished  by  the 
number  of  bridges.  These  alluvial  holms  were  fre- 
quently bordered  by  trmle  and  quadruple  rows  of 
laiae^eeSk  which  gracenilly  marked  theff  boundary, 
ana  dipj>ea  their  looff  arms  into  the  foaming  stream 
of  the  nver.  Other  maces  I  remembered,  which  had 
been  described  bv  the  old  huntsman  as  the  lodge  of 
tremendous  wild-cats,  or  the  spot  where  tradition 
stated  the  mighty  stag  to  have  been  brou^^t  to  bay, 
or  where  heroes^  whose  might  was  now  as  much  for- 
gotten, were  said  to  have  been  alain  by  surprise,  or 
mbatUe. 

It  is  not  to  be  smpoaed  that  these  finished  land- 
became  visible  before  the  eyes  of  my  imagina- 


tion, as  the  scenery  of  the  stage  is  disclosed  by  the 
nsing  of  the  curtain.  I  have  nid,  that  I  had  looked 
upon  the  country  around  me,  duiuw  the  hurried  and 
dissbated  period  of  my  life,  with  the  eyes  indeed  of 
my  body  but  without  those  of  my  understanding.    It 


was  piece  bypiece,  as  a  child  picka  out  its  leaion, 
that  I  began  to  recollect  die  beautiee  of  nature  wliidi 
had  once  surrounded  me  in  the  home  of  my  finds- 
thers.  A  natural  taste  for  them  must  have  kuked  at 
the  bottom  of  my  heart,  which  awakened  when  I 
was  in  foreign  countries,  and  becoming  bydegran  t 
fovourite  passion,  graduallv  turned  its  eyoi  inwaidi, 
and  ransscked  the  neglected  stores  which  my  monon 
had  involuntarily  recorded,  and  when  excited,  excnu 
herself  to  collect  and  to  complete. 

I  began  now  to  regret  more  bitterly  than  ever  the 
having  fooled  away  my  family  property,  the  cue  asd 
improvement  ci  which  I  saw  mifl^t  have  afibrded  as 
agreeable  employment  for  my  leisure,  which  only 
went  to  brood  on  past  mtsfortunee,  and  increaaeoae- 
less  repining.  **  Had  but  a  single  fann  beee  »- 
SOTved,  however  small,"  said  I  one  day  to  Mr.  Fair* 
acnbe,  "  I  should  have  had  a  place  I  could  call  of 
home,  and  something  that  I  could  call  busineaa." 

"  It  might  have  been  managed,"  answered  Fair- 
scribe;  ''and  for  my  part  I  inclmed  to  kero  the 
mansion-house,  mains,  and  some  of  the  old  famiy 

acrest  ogether;  but  both  Mr. and  you  were  m 

opinion  that  the  money  would  be  more  usefiiL" 

"  True,  true,  my  good  friend,"  said  I,  "  I  was  t 
fool  then,  and  did  not  think  I  could  incline  to  be 
Qlentanner  with  VXA.  or  30QL  ■'f^'^L  iD*<'><l  ^ 
Olentanner  with  as  many  thousaLiid&  I  was  thaD  t 
haughty,  nettiah,  imorant,  diasipatjed,  broken-dowB 
Scottish  laird :  and  thinking  my  imaginary  ooaae- 
quenoe  altogether  ruined,  I  cared  not  bow  soon,  or 
bow  d)Sohitdy,  I  was  rid  of  every  thing  that  recalled 
it  to  my  own  memory,  or  that  of  others."        . 

"And  now  it  is  like  you  have  changed  yourmindr 
said  Fairscrib&  "  W^  fortune  is  apt  to  dranndsoe 
the  term  upon  us ;  but  I  think  she  may  allow  jin.  \o 
revise  your  condescendence." 

"  How  do  you  mean,  my  good  fiieiid  r 

"  Nay,"  said  Fauacnbe,  *^there  ia  iU  Im^  m  ra- 
rinjE  till  one  is  sure  of  his  facts.  I  will  look  ba«  on 
a  me  of  newspapers  and  to-morrow  you  shall  nnr 
fi»m  me ;  come,  help  yourself— I  have  seen  you  fill 
your  g^ass  luriier." 

**  And  sh^Tsee  it  again."  said  I,  pouring  put  what 
remained  of  our  bottle  of  claret ;  "  the  wine  is  capitis. 
and  so  shall  our  toast  be— To  your  fireaide^  my  gMd 
friend.  And  now  we  shall  go  beg  a  Scots  song  with- 
out foreign  paces,  from  my  little  siren  Miss  Katie. 

The  next  day  accordingly  I  received  a  parcel  frost 
Mr.  Fairscribe  w^Oi  a  newspaper  encloiaed,  ainoM 
the  advertisemenui  of  which^  one  was  marked  with  a 
cross  aa  lequixing  my  attention.  I  read  to  my  wr- 
priee— 
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"  By  order  of  the  Lords  of  Coundl  and  Seeasin. 
will  be  enwsed  to  sale  in  the  New  Sessions  Hooff« 
Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday,  the  26th  Nov^ber,  19-, 
all  and  whole  the  lands  and  barony  of  ^^'^SSSi 
now  called  Castle-Treddks,  lyinff  in  the  Judde 
Ward  of  Clydesdale,  and  shire  of  I^anark,  with  Oe 
teinds,  parsonage  and  vicarage^  fishings  m  the  Ciyw> 
woods,  mosses,  moors,  and  pasturages,"  ct^  ^ 

The  advertisement  went  on  to  sctrorth  tncaajaa- 
ta«es  of  the  soil,  situation,  natural  beauties  and  ca- 
pabilitiee  of  improvement,  not  forgetting  its  bony 
freehold  estate,  with  the  particular  polypus  cspaaty 
of  being  sliced  up  into  two.  three,  or,  with  a  htiJe  aa- 
sistance,  four  freehold  qmiuficationa,  and  a  nint  tnai 


owu  touw  mM^  barony ..««  — —    , 

posed,  was  thirty  yeare'  ourchase  of  the  proven  rentu. 
which  was  about  a  fourth  more  than  the  propertyud 
fetched  at  the  last  sale.  Thia^  which  was  menuooal 
I  suppose,  to  show  the  improvable  character  of  we 
land,  would  have  given  another  some  pain;  betlet 
me  speak  truth  of  myself  in  good  as  in  evil— itpsM 
not  me.  I  was  oiUy  angry  that  Faarscifta^wjo 
knew  something  generally  of  the  extent  of  myniw 
should  have  untanzed  me  by  sending  me  infonnaucie 
that  my  fomily  property  was  in  the  maixet,  aanoe  ba 
must  have  known  that  the  price  was  far  out  of  my 
reach. 


CiAT.  m.] 
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IT 


Bnt  a  letter  droppeo  from  tae  parcel  on  the  floor, 
which  attracted  my  ey&  and  explained  the  riddle.  A 
elient  of  Mr.  Fairacrioe  s.  a  monied  man,  thought  of 
boying  Glen  tanner,  merely  aa  an  investment  of  mo- 
ney—it was  even  unlikely  he  would  ever  see  it ;  and 
10  the  price  of  the  whole  being  some  thousand  pounds 
beyond  what  cash  he  had  on  hand,  this  accommo- 
dating Dives  would  gladly  take  a  partner  in  the  sale 
fiv  an/ detaehed  farm,  and  would  make  no  objection 
to  its  including  the  most  desirable  part  of  the  estate 
in  point  of  beauty,  provided  the  price  was  made  ade- 
9oate.  Mr.  Fairscribe  would  take  care  I  was  not 
UDposed  on  in  the  matter,  and  said  in  his  card,  he 
believed,  if  I  really  wished  to  make  such  a  jpurchase, 
I  bad  better  go  out  and  look  at  the  premises,  advi- 
■Dg  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  keep  a  strict  incognito ; 
10  advice  somewhat  superfluous,  since  I  am  natural- 
1t  of  a  retired  and  reserved  disposition. 


CHAPTER  III. 
jK(.€ro<t8iisc5,Ciitet  alb,reblslt0  0rIemsiuier. 

Ttien  fioffofBtafe-coaehM, 
Aad  foar  oo  reproaehM 

For  ridinf  in  one  ; 
Bat  dmiljr  be  jo^ginf, 
WhiUt,  whistling  and  flogginc, 
Whilit,  whitUing  and  flogging, 

Tbe  coaebman  drives  on. 

FAaQVBAS. 

DiaouxsKD  in  a  gray  surtout  which  had  seen  ser- 
viea,  a  white  castor  on  my  head,  and  a  stout  Indian 
eanein  my  hand,  tbe  next  week  saw  me  on  the  top 
of  a  mail-ooach  driving  to  the  westward. 

I  Uke  mail-coaches,  and  I  hate  them.  I  like  them 
for  my  oonyenienoe.  but  I  detest  them  for  setting  tbe 
wboie  world  a-gadding,  instead  of  sitting  quietly  still 
minding  their  own  busmess,  and  preserving  the  stamp 
of  orkinality  of  character  which  nature  or  education 
nsf  nave  impressed  on  them.  Off  they;  go,  jingling 
igainst  each  other  in  the  rattling  vehicle  ull  they 
bive  no  more  variety  of  stamp  in  them  than  so  many 
Biooth  shillings — the  same  even  in  their  Welsh  wigs 
ud  great  coats,  each  without  more  individuality  than 
beionn  to  a  partner  of  the  company,  as  the  waiter 
alls  toem,  or  the  North  coach. 

Worthr  Mr.  Piper,  best  of  contractors  who  ever 
fiirnishea  four  frampal  jades  for  public  use,  I  bless 
ym  when  I  set  out  on  a  journey  myself;  the  neat 
cMches  under  your  contract  render  the  intercourse, 
from  Johnnie  Groat's  House  to  Ladykirk  and  Corn- 
bp]  Brid^a,  safe,  pleasant,  and  cheap.  But,  Mr. 
Piper,  you,  who  are  a  shrewd  arithmetician,  did  it 
never  occur  to  you  to  calculate  how  many  fools' 
beads,  which  might  have  produced  an  idea  or  two  in 
tbe  vear,  if  suffered  to  remain  in  quiet,  ^t  effectually 
addled  by  jolting  to  and  fro  in  these  flying  chariots  of 
touts;  how  many  decent  countrymen  become  con- 
ecitsd  bumpkins  after  a  cattle-show  dinner  in  the  ca- 
pital, which  Uiey  could  not  have  attended  save  for 
yottr  means;  how  many  decent  country  parsons  re- 
turn critics  and  spouters,  bv  way  of  importing  the 
newest  taste  from  Edinburgh  ?  And  how  will  your 
^nscience  answer  one  day  for  carrying  so  many 
bonny  lasses  to  barter  modestjr  for  conceit  and  levity 
at  the  metropolitan  Vanity  Fair? 

Consider,  too,  the  low  rate  to  which  you  reduce 
human  intellect.  I  do  not  believe  your  habitual  cus- 
tomers have  their  ideas  more  enlarged  than  one  of 
g^v  .coach-horses.  They  knows  the  road,  like  the 
§|8iish  postillion,  and  tney  know  nothing  beside, 
jaev  date,  like  the  carriers  at  Gkidshill,  from  the 
death  of  John  Ostler  ;*  the  succession  of  guards  forms 
a  dynasty  in  their  eyes;  coachmen  are  their  ministers 
w  state,  and  an  upset  is  to  them  a  jBnreater  incident 
than  a  change  of  administration.  'Thetr  only  point 
wmterest  on  the  road  is  to  save  the  time,  and  see 
whether  the  coach  keeps  the  hour.  This  is  surely  a 
ojaerable  degradation  of  human  intellect.  Take  my 
■dvioe,  my  good  sir,  and  disinterestedly  contrive  that 
once  or  twice  a  quarter,  your  most  dexterous  whip 
mall  overturn  a  ooachful  of  these  superfluous  travel- 

*  ^^the  opening  tetne  of  the  Ant  part  of  Sbakapoaie's 
"•erj  ly. 


lers,  in  terrorem  to  tnose  wno,  as  Horace  says,    de- 
list in  the  dust  raised  by  your  chariots." 

Your  current  and  customary  mail-coach  passen- 
ger, too,  gets  abominably  selfish,  schemes  success- 
ndly  for  tne  best  seat,  the  freshest  egg,  the  right  cut 
of  tne  sirloin.  The  mode  of  travelling  is  death  to  all 
the  courtesies  and  kindnesses  of  life,  and  goes  a  great 
way  to  demoralize  the  character,  and  cause  it  to  re- 
trograde to  barbarism.  You  allow  us  excellent  din- 
ners, but  only  twenty  minutes  to  eat  them;  and 
what  is  the  consequence?  Baflhful  beauty  sits  on 
the  one  side  of  us,  timid  childhood  on  the  other :  re- 
spectable, yet  somewhat  feeble  old  age  is  placed  on 
our  front ;  and  ail  require  those  acts  of  politeness 
which  ought  to  put  every  degree  upon  a  level  at  the 
convivial  board.  But  have  we  time— we  the  strong 
and  active  of  the  party— to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
table  to  the  more  retired  and  bashful,  to  whom  these 
little  attentions  are  due  7  The  lady  should  be  press- 
ed to  her  chicken— the  old  man  helped  to  his  favour- 
ite and  tender  slice— the  child  to  his  tart.  But  not  a 
fraction  of  a  minute  have  we  to  bestow  on  any  other 
person  than  ourselves ;  and  the  prut-prut— iut-tut— of 
the  guard's  discordant  note,  summons  us  to  the 
coach,  the  weaker  party  having  gone  without  their 
dinner,  and  the  able-bodied  and  active  threatened 
with  indiffesdon,  from  having  swallowed  victuals 
like  a  Lei^tershire  clown  bolting  bacon. 

On  the  memorable  occasion  I  am  speaking  of,  I 
lost  my  breakfast,  sheerly  from  obeying  the  com- 
mands of  a  respectable-looking  old  lady^  who  once 
required  me  to  nng  the  bell,  and  another  time  to  help 
the  tea-kettle.  I  nave  some  reason  to  think  she  was 
literally  an  old  Staffer^  who  laughed  in  her  sleeve  at 
my  complaisance ;  so  that  1  have  sworn  in  my  secret 
soul  revenge  upon  her  sex,  and  all  such  errant  dam- 
sels, of  whatever  age  and  degree,  whom  I  may  en- 
counter in  my^avels.  I  mean  all  this  without  the 
least  ill-will  !o  my  friend  the  contractor,  who,  I 
think,  has  approached  as  near  as  any  one  is  like  to 
do  towards  accomplishing  the  modest  wish  of  the 
Amatus  and  Amata  of  the  reri  Bathous, 

Ye  ff odR.  annihilate  tnit  time  and  space, 
And  make  two  loveni  happf. 

I  intend  to  give  Mr.  P.  his  full  revenge  when  I 
come  to  discuss  the  more  recent  enormity  of  steam- 
boats; meanwhile,  I  shall  only  say  of  both  these 
modes  of  conveyance,  that 

There  ia  no  living  with  them  or  without  them. 


I  am  perhaps  more  critical  on  the 


mail- 


ooach  on  this  particular  occasion,  that  I  did  not  meet 
all  the  respect  from  the  worshipful  company  in  his 
Majesty^s  carriage  that  I  think  I  was  entitled  to.  I 
must  say  it  for  myself,  that  I  bear,  in  my  own  opinion 
at  least,  not  a  vulgar  point  about  me.  My  face  has 
seen  service,  but  there  is  still  a  good  set  of^  teeth,  an 
aquiline  nose,  and  a  quick  gray  eye,  set  a  little  too 
deep  under  the  eyebrow;  ana  a  cue  of  the  kind  once 
called  miUlary,  may  serve  to  show  that  my  civil  oc- 
cupations have  been  sometimes  mixed  with  those  of 
war.  Nevertheless,  two  idle  young  fellows  in  the 
vehicle,  or  rather  on  the  top  of  it  were  so  much 
amused  with  the  deliberation  which  I  used  in  ascend- 
ing to  the  same  place  of  eminence,  that  I  thought  I 
should  have  been  obliged  to  pull  them  up  a  little. 
And  I  was  in  no  good-numour.  at  an  unsuppressed 
laugh  following  my  descent,  when  set  down  at  the 
angle,  where  a  cross  road,  striking  off  from  the  main 
one,  led  me  towards  Olentanner,  from  which  I  was 
still  nearly  five  miles  distant. 

It  was  an  old-fashioned  road,  which,  preferring 
ascents  to  sloughs,  was  led  in  a  straight  line  over 
height  and  hollow,  through  moor  and  dale.  Every 
object  around  me,  as  I  passed  them  in  succession, 
reminded  me  of  old  days,  and  at  the  same  time  form- 
ed the  strongest  contrast  with  them  possible.  Un- 
attended, on  foot,  with  a  small  bundle  in  my  hand, 
deemed  scarce  sufficient  good  company  for  tne  two 
shabby  genteels  with  whom  I  had  l)ean  lately  perch- 
ed on  the  top  of  a  mail-coach,  I  did  not  seem  to  be 
the  same  person  with  the  young  prodigal,  who  lived 
with  the  noblest  and  gayest  in  the  land,  and  who* 
thirty  years  before,  woiild,  in  the  same  country,  hava 
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been  on  tAe  baciL  \A  horse  that  had  been  victor  for 
a  plate,  or  smokii^  along  in  his  travelling  chaise- 
and-four.  Mv  sentiments  were,  not  less  changed 
than  my  conaition.  I  could  quite  well  remember, 
that  my  ruling  sensation  in  the  days  of  headv  youth, 
was  a,  mere  schoolboy's  eagerness  to  get  farthest  for- 
ward in  the  race  in  which  I  had  engaged ;  to  drink 

as  many  bottles  as ;  to  be  thou^t  as  good  a 

judge  01  a  horse  as ;  to  have  the  knowmg  cut 

of 's  jacket.    These  were  thy  gods,  O  Israel ! 

Now  I  was  a  mere  looker-on  ;  seldom  an  unmoved, 
and  sometimes  an  angry  spectator,  but  still  a  specta- 
tor only^of  the  pursuits  of  mankind.  I  felt  how  little 
my  opinion  was  valued  by  those  engaged  in  the  busy 
turmoU,  yet  I  exercised  it  with  the  profusion  of  an  old 
lawyer  retired  from  his  profiession,  who  thruats  him- 
self mto  his  neighbour's  affair8,and  fflves  advice  where 
it  is  not  wanted,  merely  under  pretence  of  loving  the 
crack  of  the  whip. 

I  came  amid  these  reflections  to  the  brow  of  a  hill, 
from  which  I  expected  tosee  Glentanner ;  a  modest- 
looking  yet  comfortable  house,  its  walls  covered  with 
the  most  productive  fruit-trees  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  and  screened  fi'om  the  most  stormy  quarters 
of  the  horizon  by  a  deep  and  ancient  wooo,  which 
overhung  the  neighbouring  hill.  The  house  was 
gone;  a  great  part  of  the  wood  was  felled;  and  in- 
stead of  the  gentlemanlike  mansion,  shrouded  and 
embosomed  among  its  old  hereditary  trees,  stood 
Castle-Treddles,  a  nuge  lumiHng  four-square  pile  of 
freestone,  as  bare  as  my  nait,  except  for  apaltry  edg- 
ing of  decayed  and  lingering  exotics,  with  an  impo- 
verished lawn  stretched  before  it,  which,  instead  of 
boasting  deep  green  tapestry,  enamelled  with  daisies, 
and  witn  crowsfoot  and  cowslips,  showed  an  extent 
of  nakedness,  raked,  indeed,  and  levelled,  but  where 
the  sown  jgrasses  had  failed  with  drought,  and  the 
earth,  retaming  its  natural  complexion,  seemed  near- 
ly as  brown  and  bare  as  when  it  was  newly  dug  up. 

The  bouse  was  a  large  fabric,  which  pretend«i  to 
its  name  of  Castle  only  from  the  front  windows 
being  finished  in  acute  Gothic  arches  (being,  by  the 
wav,  the  very  reverse  of  the  castellated  style,)  and 
each  angle  graced  with  a  turret  about  the  size  of  a 

f)epper-box.  In  every  other  respect  it  resembled  a 
arge  town-house,  which,  like  a  fat  burgess,  had 
taken  a  walk  to  the  country  on  a  holiday,  and  climb- 
ed to  the  top  of  an  eminence  to  look  around  it.  The 
brieht  red  colour  of  the  freestone,  the  size  of  the 
building,  the  formality  of  its  shape,  and  awkward- 
ness ofits  position,  harmonized  as  ill  with  the  sweep- 
ing Clyde  in  front,  and  the  bubbling  brook  which 
danced  down  on  the  right,  as  the  fat  civic  form,  with 
bushy  wig,  gold-headed  cane^  maroon-coloured  coat, 
and  mottled  silk  stockings,  would  have  accorded 
with  the  wild  and  magnificent  scenery  of  Corehouse 
Linn. 

I  went  up  to  the  house.  It  was  in  that  state  of 
desertion  which  is  perhaps  the  most  unpleasant  to 
look  on,  for  the  place  was  going  to  decay,  without 
having  been  inhabited.  There  were  about  the  man- 
sion, though  deserted,  none  of  the  slow  mouldering 
touches  oftime,  which  communicate  to  buildings,  as 
to  the  human  frame,  a  sort  of  reverence,  while  depriv- 
ing them  of  beautv  and  of  strength.  The  disconcert- 
ed schemes  of  the  Laird  of  Uastle-Treddles,  had 
resembled  fruit  that  becomes  decayed  without  ever 
having  ripened.  Some  windows  broken,  others  patch- 
ed, others  blocked  up  with  deals,  gave  a  disconsolate 
air  to  all  around,  and  seemed  to  say,  "There  Vanity 
had  purposed  to  fix  her  seat,  but  was  anticipated  by 
Poverty." 

To  the  inside,  after  many  a  vain  summons,  I  was 
at  length  admitted  by  an  old  labourer.  The  house 
contained  every  contrivance  for  luxury  and  accommo- 
dation ;--the  kitchens  were  a  model,  and  there  were 
hot  closets  on  the  office  stair- case,  that  the  dishes 
might  not  cool  as  our  Scottish  phrase  goes,  between 
the  kitchen  and  the  hall.  But  mstead  of  the  genial 
■mellof  good  cheer,  these  temples  of  Comus  emitted 
the  damp  odour  of  8a)ulchral  vaults,  and  the  large 
cabinets  of  cast-iron  looked  like  the  cages  of  some 
feudal  Bastile. ,  The  eating-room  and  drawing-room, 
with  an  interior  boudoir  were  magnificent  apart- 


ments, the  ceilings  fretted  and  adorned  with  stoceo' 
work,  which  already  was  broken  in  man^  plsioea, 
and  looked, in  others  damp  and  mouldering;  the 
wood  panelling  was  shrunk  and  warped,  and  ctbcIl- 
ed ;  the  doors,  which  had  not  been  hung  for  more 
than  two  years,  were,  nevertheleas^  alreaay  swingiDg 
loose  from  their  hinges.  Desolation,  in  short,  was 
where  enjoyment  had  never  been ;  and  the  want  of 
all  the  usual  means  to  preserve,  was  last  perfbrming 
the  work  of  decay. 

The  story  was  a  common  one,  and  told  in  a  £bw 
words.  Mr.  Treddles,  senior,  who  bought  the  estate, 
was  a  cautious  money- making  j)^w>n ;  his  son,  stm 


embarked  in  commercial  8p6curation&  denied  at  the 
same  time  to  enjoy  his  opulence  andf  to  increase  it. 
He  incurred  great  expenses,  amongst  which  this  edi- 
fice was  to  be  numbered.  To  support  these  he  specu- 
lated boldly,  and  unfortunately ;  and  thus  the  whole 
history  is  told,  which  may  serve  for  more  places  than 
Glentanner. 

Strange  and  various  feelings  ran  through  my 
bosom,  as  I  loitered  in  these  deserted  apartoicnt^ 
scarce  hearing  what  my  guide  said  to  me  abont  the 
size  and  destination  of  each  room.  Tlie  first  senti- 
ment, I  am  ashamed  to  say,  was  one  of  gratified  sinte. 
My  patrician  pride  was  pleased,  that  tne  mechanic, 
who  had  not  thought  the  house  of  the  Croftangnrs 
sufficiently  good  for  him,  had  now  experienced  a  nil 
in  his  turn.  My  next  thought  was  as  mean,  tbourii 
not  so  maUdous.  "  I  have  had  the  better  of  this  fi- 
low,"  thought  I :  "  if  I  lost  the  estate,  I  at  least  spcat 
the  price;  and  Mr.  Treddles  has  lost  his  among  pal- 
try commercial  enaagements." 

"Wretch!"  sakitfie  secret  voice  within,  "daieat 
thou  exult  in  thy  shame  1  Recollect  how  thy  jrouth 
and  fortune  were  wasted  in  those  years,  and  tnunmh 
not  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  existence  which  leveUed 
thee  with  the  beasts  that  perish.  Bethink  thee,  bow 
this  poor  man's  vanity  gave  at  least  bread  to  tne  la- 
bourer, peasant,  and  citizen:  and  his  profuse  expen- 
diture, hke  water  spilt  on  tne  grquniL  refresbra  the 
lowly  herbs  and  plants  where  it  fell.  Bat  tiMNi! 
whom  hast  thou  enriched,  during  thy  career  of  extra- 
vagance, save  those  brokers  of  the  devil,  vintiMn^ 
panders,  eamblers,  and  horse-jockeys  7"    Tlie  an- 

Siish  produced  by  this  self-reproof  was  so  strong, 
at  I  put  my  hand  suddenly  to  my  forehead,  ukd 
was  obuged  to  allege  a  sudden  megrim  to  mr  attend- 
ant, in  apology  for  the  action,  and  a  sU^t  groan 
with  which  it  was  accompanieo. 

I  then  made  an  effort  to  turn  my  thoughts  into  a 
more  philosophical  current,  and  muttered  Balf  akmd, 
as  a  charm  to  lull  any  more  painful  thoughts  to  rest" 

Nunc  ager  Umbrn^  mI  miiIm  maur  OftU 
DictvM,  erit  naiU  yrvprfut;  mdceiUi*  wvm 
Nvnc  inmi,  nunc  oM.    Qtieeina  vMufmtu^ 
Fortiaqut  adversU  opponUe  peeun  retas.* 

In  my  anxiety  to  fix  the  philosophical  precept  in  my 
mind,  I  recited  the  last  line  aloud,  whiclL  k^ned  Cooqr 
previous  agitation,  I  afterwarda  found  oecame  this 
cause  of  a  report,  that  a  mad  school-master  had 
come  from  Edinburgh,  with  the  idea  in  his  hesd  cf 
buying  Castle-Treddles. 

As  Isaw  my  companion  was  desirous  of  feettuut  nd 
of  me,  I  asked  where  I  was  to  find  the  person  in  iinosi 
hands  were  left  the  map  of  the  estate,  and  other  par- 
ticulfrs  connected  with  the  sale.  The  agent  who  bad 
this  m  possession,  I  was  told,  Uved  at  the  town  ef 

;  which  I  was  informed,  and  indeed  knew  wdl, 

was  distant  five  miles  and  a  bittock^  which  may  pass 
in  a  country  where  they  are  less  lavish  of  their  land, 
for  two  or  three  more.  Being^  somewhat  afr«d  «f 
the  fatigue  of  walking  so  far,  I  mquired  if  a  horse,  or 


•  HoaACB.  8tL  U.  Lib.  t.    The  ntniiiff  wUI  be 
v»F«d  to  the  BofflMh  rettder  ra  Pop9*i  imitaUon :» 
What'*  property,  dew  Swiftl  fov  sm  it  9itm 
Trom  yott  to  no,  from  me  to  Petor  Walter ; 
Or  in  a  mortfaffe  prove  a  lawfer**  ehan ; 
Or  in  a  jointure  vanish  ftom  the  heir. 
•       •«••••• 

Shadea,  that  to  Baeon  eould  retraat  aflbrd. 

Become  the  portion  of  a  boobjr  lord ; 

And  Hetmaler,  oooe  proud  Buckinitiam's  «miffc!. 

fliadei  to  a  eenvener  and  eitr  kniint. 

Let  lande  and  hooaea  have  what  lorda  they  will. 

Lot  01  bo  llx*d,  sad  our  own  mastsn  atill. 
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3X  sort  of  cairwgs  wu  to  be  bad,  and  was  answer- 
in  uie  noptiTe. 

^'  Bat,"  md  my  cicerone,  "you  may  halt  a  blink 

till  next  morning  at  the  Treddlee  Arms,  a  very  decent 

hooae,  ecarce  a  mile  off." 

"A  new  house,  I  suppose  T*  replied  I. 

"Na,  it's  a  new  pubac,  but  it^s  an  auld  house  :  it 

was  m  the  Leddy^s  Jointure-house  in  the  Croftan- 

S -folk's  time ;  but  Hr.  Treddles  has  fitted  it  up  for 
convenience  of  the  country.    Poor  man,  he  was 
a  public  spirited  man,  when  he  had  the  means." 
^  Duntaikin  a  public  house !"  I  exclaimed. 
"Ayl"  said  the  feUow,  surprised  at  my  naming 
the  place  by  its  former  title,    ye' 11  hae  been  in  this 
country  before,  I'm  thinking  1" 

"Long  since,"  I  replied~"and  there  is  good  ac- 
commodatioa  at  the  what-d'ye-call-'em  arms,  and  a 
dvil  landlord  1"    This  I  said  by  way  of  saying  some- 
tor  the  man  stared  very  hard  at  me. 


tone)  **  Pairntoah,  if  jou  can  get  on  the  leeside  of  the 
ndewife— for  there  is  nae  gudeman— They  ca'  her 
Chiistie  Steele." 
I  almost  started  at  the  sound.    Christie  Steele! 
Chiistie  Steele  was  my  mother's  body  servant,  her 
fcty  ri^t  hand,  and,  between  ourselves,  something 
lite  a  viceroy  over  her.    I  recollected  her  perfectly ; 
ind  though  she  had,  m  former  times,  been  no  favour- 
ite of  mme^  her  name  now  sounded  in  my  ear  like 
that  of  a  friend,  and  was  the  first  word  I  had  heard 
totnewhat  in  tmiaon  with  the  associations  around  me. 
I  sallied  from  Castle-Tieddles,  determined  to  make 
the  best  of  my  way  to  Duntarkin,  and  my  cicerone 
hong  by  me  for  a  uttle  way,  giving  loose  to  his  love 
tf  talking ;  an  opportunity  wmch,  aimated  as  he  was, 
the  seneschal  of  a  deserted  castle,  was  not  likely  to 
Mcnr  frequently. 
"Some  folk  think,"  said  my  companion,  "that 
w.  Treddles  mifi^t  as  weel  have  put  my  wife  as 
Christie  Steele  into  the  Treddles  Aims,  for  Christie 
ud  been  aye  in  service,  and  never  in  the  public  line, 
ud  10  it's  like  ^e  is  ganging  back  in  the  world,  as 
1  hear— now,  my  wife  had  keepit  a  victualling  office." 
"That  would  have  been  an  advantage,  certainly," 
I  relied. 

.  "But  I  am  no  sure  that  I  wad  ha'  looten  Eppie  take 
A.  if  thev  had  put  it  in  her  offer." 
Thars  a  dinerent  consideration." 
**Ony  way,  I  wadna  ha'  liked  to  have  offended  Mr. 
Treddles ;  he  was  a  wee  toustie  when  you  rubbed  him 
inin  the  hair— but  a  kind,  weel-roeanine  man." 

I  wanted  to  get  rid  of  this  species  of  chat,  and 
ImdiDg  mysdf  near  the  entrance  of  a  foot  path  which 
made  a  snort  cut  to  Duntarkin,  I  put  half-a-crown 
into  mv  guide's  band,  bade  him  good-evening,  and 
plaagea  into  the  woods. 

.  Hout,  sir— fie,  sir— no  from  the  like  of  you— stay, 
■^1  ye  wunna  find  the  way  that  gate-Odd's  mercy, 
be  maun  ken  the  gate  as  weel  as  I  do  mysell— weel, 
I  wad  like  to  ken  wha  the  chield  b." 

Such  were  the  last  words  of  my  guide's  drowsy, 
QHmteresting  tone  of  voice;  and  glad  to  be  nd 
tf  him.  I  strode  out  stoutly,  in  despite  of  large 
■tones.  Driers,  and  bad  tUpa,  which  abounded  in  the 
loid  I  had  chosen.  In  ue  interim,  I  tried  as  much 
M  I  could,  with  verses  from  Horace  and  Prior,  and 
u  who  have  lauded  the  mixture  of  literary  with  rural 
hfc»  to  call  back  the  visions  of  last  night  and  this 
norniii^  imagining  myself  settled  in  some  detached 
unu  of  the  estate  of  Glentanner, 

Wliieh  •lopinr  hilU  aroand  encloie— 
wliera  many  a  birch  and  brown  oak  frowi ; 

*W  I  should  have  a  cottage  with  a  small  library, 
{ 101811  cellar,  a  spare  bed  for  a  friend,  and  live  more 
an>py  and  more  honoured  than  when  I  had  the 
wboie  barony.  But  the  sight  of  Castle-Treddles 
aaa  disturbea  all  my  own  castles  in  the  air.  The 
^ttts  of  the  matter,  lUie  a  atone  plashed  into  a 
™}Pia  fountain,  had  destroyed  the  lefiection  of  the 
opjeos  around,  which,  tUi  this  act  of  violence,  lay 
jHUnbering  on  the  crystal  surface  and  I  tried  in  vain 
^  la-fStsDlish  the  picture  which  had  been  so  rudely 


broken.  Well,  then,  I  would  i  another  way :  I 
would  try  to  get  Christie  Stee^  out  of  her  imoac, 
since  she  was  not  thriving  in  i^,  and  she  who  had 
been  my  mother's  govemante  should  be  mine.  I 
knew  all  her  faults,  and  I  told  her  history  over  to 
myself. 

She  was  a  grand-daughter,  I  believe,  at  least  some 
relative,  of  the  famous  Covenanter  of  the  name, 
whom  Dean  Swift's  friend.  Captain  Creichton,  shot 
on  his  own  staircase  in  the  times  of  the  persecutions,* 
and  had  perhaps  derived  from  her  native  stock  much 
both  of  its  good  and  evil  properties.  No  one  could 
say  of  her  that  she  was  the  life  and  spirit  of  the  fami- 
ly, though,  in  my  mother's  time,  she  directed  all 
family  affairs;  her  look  was  austere  and  gloomy,  and 
when  she  was  not  displeased  with  you,  you  could 
only  find  it  out  by  her  silence.  If  there  was  cause 
for  complaint,  real  or  imaginary,  Christie  was  loud 
enough.  She  loved  my  mother  with  the  devoted  at- 
tachment of  a  younger  sister,  but  she  was  as  jealous 
of  her  favour  to  any  one  else  as  if  she  had  been  the 
aged  husband  of  a  coquettish  wife,  and  as  severe  in 
her  reprehensions  aa  an  abbess  over  her  nuns.  The 
command  which  she  exercised  over  her,  was  that,  I 
fear,  of  a  stroiM  and  determined  over  a  feeble  and 
more  nervous  disposition ;  and  though  it  was  used 
with  rigour,  yet,  to  the  best  of  Christie  Steele's  be- 
lief, she  was  ur^g  her  mistress  to  her,  best  and 
most  becoming  course,  and  would  have  died  rather 
than  have  recommended  any  other.    The  attachment 

•  The  following  extract  firom  Swift'*  Life  of  Creichton  fiw 
the  particttlan  of^lhe  bloodr  tceiio  alluded  to  in  the  text  ;— 

"  HaTioff  drank  hard  one  night,  I  (Creichton)  dreamed  that  I 
had  found  Captain  David  Steele,  a  notorioui  rebel,  in  one  of  the 
five  Iknnen'  houeei  on  a  mountain  in  the  ihire  of  Cljrdeadale. 
and  pariah  of  Linnahafo,  within  eirht  miles  of  Hamilton,  a 
place  that  I  waa  well  acquainted  wim.  TImb  roan  was  head  of 
the  rebeli,  linoe  the  affair  of  Airi-MoM  ;  having  Bucoeeded  to 
Hac^aton,  who  had  been  there  taken,  and  afterward  hanged, 
aa  tl)e  reader  haa  already  heard :  fbr,  aa  to  Robert  Hamilton, 
who  was  thai  commander-in-chief  at  Bothwell  Bridge,  he 
appeared  no  more  among  them,  Imt  fled,  aa  it  waa  believed,  to 
Holland. 

"  Steele,  and  his  (kther  before  him,  held  a  farm  in  the  entate  of 
Hamilton,  within  two  or  three  miles  of  that  town.  When  he 
betook  himself  to  arms,  the  fkrm  lay  waste,  and  the  Dnke  could 
find  no  other  person  who  would  venture  to  take  it ;  whereupon 
his  Grace  sent  several  messages  to  Steele  to  know  the  reason 
why  he  kept  the  fimn  waste.  The  Duke  received  no  other  an- 
swer than  that  he  would  keep  it  waste,  in  spite  of  him  and  the 
king  too ;  whereupon  his  Grace,  at  whose  table  I  had  always 
the  honour  to  be  a  welcome  guest,  desired  I  would  use  my  en- 
deavoim  to  destroy  that  rogue,  and  I  would  oblige  him  for  erer. 


'*  I  return  to  my  story.    When  I  awaked  out  of  my  dream  as  I 
bad  done  befbre  in  the  allhir  of  Wilson,  (and  I  desire  the  same 

Memoiranaayi 


B  oeiore  m  uie  anair  oi  w  iisoa, 
I  made  in  the  introduction  to  th< 


for  both,)  I  presenU/ rose,  and  ordered  thirty-Bix  dragoons  to  be 
at  the  place  appointed  by  break  of  day.  When  we  arrived 
thither,  I  sent  a  party  to  each  of  the  five  Imrmera'  houses.  This 
vUlain  Steele  had  murdered  above  forty  of  the  king's  subjects 
in  cold  blood ;  and,  as  I  was  informed,  had  often  laid  snarss  to 
eotrep  me ;  but  it  happened,  that  although  he  usually  kept  a 
gang  to  attend  him,  yet  at  tliis  time  he  had  none,  when  he 
stofid  in  the  greatest  need.  One  of  the  party  found  him  in  one 
of  the  ftmers'  houses,  just  as  I  happeoed  to  dream.  The  dm- 
goons  flrst  searched  all  the  rooms  below  without  success,  till 
two  of  them  hearing  somebody  stirring  over  their  heads,  went 
up  a  pair  of  turnpike  suirB.  Steele  had  pat  on  his  clothes, 
while  the  search  was  making  below ;  the  chamber  where  ha 
lay  waa  oalled  the  Chamlwrof  Deese,*  which  is  the  name  given 
to  a  room  where  the  laird  lies,  when  he  comec  to  a  tenant'i 
house.  Steele  suddenly  opening  the  door,  fired  a  blunderbuss 
down  at  the  two  dragoons,  as  they  were  coming  up  the  stain ; 
but  the  ballets  graxing  against  the  side  of  the  turnpike,  only 
wounded,  and  did  notkilfthem.  Then  Steele  violenUy  threw 
himself  down  the  stairs  among  them,  and  made  towards  the 
door  to  save  his  lilb,  but  lost  it  upon  the  spot ;  for  the  diagoons 
who  gnanlad  the  house  dispatched  him  with  their  broad- 
swords. I  was  not  with  the  party  when  he  was  killed,  beinf  at 
that  time  employed  in  searching  at  one  of  the  other  bouses,  bat 
1  soon  fbund  what  had  happened,  by  hearing  the  noise  or  Uie 
shot  made  wiUi  the  blunderbuss;  from  whence  I  returned 
straight  to  Lanark,  and  immediately  sent  one  of  the  drafoooa 
express  to  General  Drammond  at  Edinburgh."— Sis</^«  Werlat 
7U.  XU.  {Mtmoln  of  CapUOn  JoHn  Crdehton,)  pages  57-6S. 
Edit  Edinb.  1894.  ^ 

Wodrow  gives  a  diflferent  aeooant  of  this  exploit—"  In  D** 
camber  this  year,  (MSI,)  David  Steil,  in  the  parish  of  Liamaha> 
gow,  was  surprised  in  the  fields  by  Lieutenant  Creichton.  and 
alter  his  suircndar  of  himself  on  quarters^  he  was  in  a  very  httto 
time  most  baibcroasly  shot,  and  liesbuned  m  the  oharch-yard 
thnre." 

*  Or  chamber  of  state ;  so  called  fh»m  th^^it,  or  canopy  and 
elevation  of  floor,  which  distmcuished  the  part  of  old  halls 
which  waa  occupied  by  thoae  of  nigh  rank.  Hence  the  phi — 
was  oblioHrty  used  to  signify  state  ui  general. 


so 
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of  thw  woman  wu  limited  to  tho  family  of  Croftan- 
gnr,  for  ahe  had  £sw  relations ;  and  a  diaaolate  eoaain. 
whom  late  in  life  she  had  taken  as  a  husband,  had 
lonf;  left  her  a  widow. 

To  me  she  had  ever  a  stronR  dislike.  Even  from 
my  early  childhood,  she  was  jealous,  strange  as  it 
may  seem,  of  my  interest  in  my  mother's  aflfections : 
she  saw  my  foibles  and  vices  with,  abhorrence,  and 
without  a  grain  of  allowance  { nor  did  she  pardon  the 
weakness  of  maternal  affection,  even  when,  by  the 
death  of  two  brothers,  I  came  to  be  the  onlv  child  of 
a  widowed  parent  At  the  time  my  disorderly  con- 
duct induced  my  mother  to  leave  Glen  tanner  and 
retreat  to  her  jointure-house,  I  always  blamed  Chris- 
tie Steele  for  having  influenced  her  resentment,  and 
prevented  her  from  listening  to  my  vows  of  amend- 
ment, which  at  times  were  real  and  serious,  and 
might,  perhaps,  have  accelerated  that  change  of  dis- 
position which  has  since,  I  trust,  taken  place.  But 
Christie  regarded  me  as  alro^etner  a  doomed  and 
predestinated  child  of  perdition,  who  was  sure  to 
hold  on  my  course,  and  drag  downwards  whosoever 
might  attempt  to  afford  me  support. 

Still,  though  I  knew  such  had  been  Christic^s  pre- 
judices against  me  in  other  days,  yet  I  thought  enough 
of  time  had  sjnce  passed  away  to  destroy  all  of  them. 
I  knew,  that  when,  through  the  disorder  of  my  affairs, 
my  mother  underwent  some  temporary  inconvenience 
about  money  matters.  Christie,  as  a  thing  of  course, 
stood  in  the  gap,  and  having  sold  a  small  inheritance 
which  had  descended  to  her,  brought  the  purchase- 
money  to  her  mistress,  with  a  sense  of  devotion  as 
deep  as  that  which  inspired  the  Christians  of  the  first 
age,  when  they  sold  all  thev  had,  and  followed  the 
apostles  of  the  church.  I  therefore  thought  that  we 
might,  in  old  Scottish  phrase,  "let  byganes  be  by- 
ganes"  and  begin  upon  a  new  account.  Yet  I  resolv- 
ed, like  a  skilful  general,  to  reconnoitre  a  little  before 
Isying  down  any  precise  scheme  of  proceeding,  and  in 
the  interim  I  determined  to  preserve  my  incog^to. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

^r.  Croflangrj;  bdn  Mtn  to  ClsHti^le. 

Alas,  how  ehaofed  fVom  what  it  onee  had  bMo  i 
'Twat  now  deffraded  to  a  eotnmon  iniL—OAT. 

An  hour's  brisk  walking  or  thereabouts,  placed 
me  in  front  of  Duntarkin,  which  had  also,  I  found, 
midergone  considerable  alterations,  though  it  had  not 
been  altogether  demolished  like  the  principal  mansion. 
An  inn- yard  extended  before  the  door  of  the  decent 
little  jointure- house,  even  amidst  the  remnants  of  the 
holly  nedges  which  had  screened  the  lady's  garden. 
Then  a  broad,  raw-looking,  new-made  road  intruded 
itself  up  the  little  glen,  instead  of  the  old  horseway,  so 
seldom  used  that  it  was  almost  entirely  covered 
with  grass.  It  is  a  great  enormity  of  which  gen- 
tlemen trustees  on  the  highways  are  sometimes 
guilty,  in  adopting  the  breadth  necessary  for  an  ave- 
nue to  the  metropolis,  where  all  that  is  required  is  an 
access  to  some  sequestered  and  unpopulous  district. 
I  do  not  say  any  thing  of  the  expense;  that  the  trus- 
tees and  thdr  constituents  may  settle  as  they  please. 
But  the  destruction  of  sylvan  beauty  is  great,  when  the 
breadth  of  the  road  is  more  than  proportioned  to  the 
vale  through  which  it  runs,  and  lowers  of  course  the 
consequence  of  any  objects  of  wood  or  water,  or  bro- 
ken and  varied  ground,  which  might  otherwise  attract 
notice,  and  give  pleasure.  A  bubbling  runnel  by  the 
side  of  one  of  those  modem  Appian  or  Flammian 
highways,  is  but  like  a  kennel,— the  little  hill  is  dimi- 
nisned  to  a  hillock, —the  romantic  hillock  to  a  mole- 
hill almost  too  small  for  sight. 

Such  an  enormity,  however,  had  destroyed  the 
quiet  loneliness  of  Duntarkin,  'and  intruded  its  oreadth 
of  dust  and  gravel,  and  its  associations  of  pochays 
and  mail-coaches,  upon  one  of  the  most  sequestered  > 
spots  in  the  Middle  Ward  of  Clydesdale.    The  house  ' 
was  old  and  dilapidated,  and  looked  sorry  for  itself^  i 
as  if  sensible  of  a  derogation ;  but  the  sign  was  strong 
and  new,  and  brightly  painted,  displaying  a  heraldic 

If  ij  J  '^  shuttles  in  a  field  diapre,  a  web  partly 
unfolded  for  crest  and  two  stoat  giants  for  supporters. 


each  one  holding  a  wetTer's  beam  proper.    To  havs 

displayed  this  monstroas  emblem  on  the  ftont  of  the 

house  might  have  hazarded  bringing  down  the  wall, 

but  for  certain  would  have  blocked  up  one  or  two 

windows.  It  was  therefore  estsblishea  independent 
of  the  mansion,  being  displayed  in  an  iron  framewoik, 
and  suspended  upon  two  posts,  with  as  much  wood 
and  iron  about  it  as  would  have  builded  a  brig;  and 
there  it  hung,  creaking,  groaning,  and  acreammg  in 
every  blast  of  wind,  and  frightening  for  five  miW 
distance,  for  aught  I  know,  toe  nests  of  thniaheaand 
linnets,  the  ancient  denizena  of  the  little  glen. 

When  I  entered  the  place,  I  was  received  by  Chris- 
tie Steele  herself^  who  seemed  uncertain  whether  to 
drop  me  in  the  kitchen,  or  usher  me  into  a  separate 
apartment  As  I  called  for  tea,  with  something  ra- 
ther more  substantial  than  bread  and  butter,  and 
spoke  of  supphig  and  sleeping,  Christie  at  last  inidact- 
ed  me  into  the  room  where  she  herself  had  beak  sit- 
ting, probably  the  only  one  which  had  a  fire,  thoofl^ 
the  month  was  October.  This  answered  my  plan; 
and,  as  she  was  about  to  remove  her  spinning- whad. 
I  begged  she  would  have  the  goodness  to  remain  ana 
make  my  tea,  adding,  that  I  liked  the  aoimd  of  the 
wheel,  and  desired  not  to  disturb  her  hotiBewife-thfift 
in  the  least 

"I  dinna  ken,  sir,"— she  replied  in  a  dry  reUdie 
tone,  which  carried  me  back  twenty  years,  *'I  am 
naneof  thaeheartsomelandleddies  that  can  tell  ooim- 
try  cracks,  and  make  themsells  agreeable:  and  I  was 
ganging  to  pit  on  a  fire  for  you  in  the  Red  Room ;  bat 
it  it  IS  your  will  to  stay  here,  he  that  pays  the  lawiqg 
maun  choose  the  lodgmg." 

I  endeavoured  to  engage  her  in  conversation;  bat 
though  she  answered  with  a  kind  of  stifiT  civihty.  I 
could  get  her  into  no  freedom  of  discourse,  and  ns 
began  to  look  at  her  wheel  and  at  the  door  more  than 
once,  as  if  she  meditated  a  retreat  I  was  obheed, 
therefore,  to  proceed  to  some  special  questions  Uiat 
might  have  interest  for  a  person^  whose  ideas  weis 
probably  of  a  very  boimded  descnprion. 

I  looked  round  the  apartment,  being  the  same  in 
which  I  had  last  seen  my  poor  mother.  The  author 
of  the  family  history,  formerly  mentioned,  had  taken 
great  credit  to  himself  for  the  improvements  he  had 
made  in  this  same  jointure-house  of  Duntarkin,  and 
how,  upon  his  marriage,  when  his  mother  took  pos- 
session of  the  same  as  her  jointure-house,  "  to  his 
great  charges  and  expenses  he  caused  box  the  walls 
of  the  great  parlour,"  (in  which  I  was  now  sitting,) 
"empanel  the  same,  and  plaster  the  roo(  finishing 
the  apartment  with  ane  concave  chimney,  and  deco- 
rating the  same  with  pictures^  and  a  barometer  and 
thermometer."  And  in  particular,  which  his  good 
mother  used  to  say  she  prized  above  all  the  rest,  he 
had  caused  his  own  portraiture  be  limned  over  the 
mantelpiece  by  a  skilful  hand.  And,  in  good  faith, 
there  he  remained  still,  having  much  the  visage  whi^ 
I  was  disposed  to  ascribe  to  him  on  the  evidence  of 
his  hand  wririne.— grim  and  austere,  yet  not  withoat 
a  cast  of  shrewdness  and  determination :  in  aimonr, 
though  he  never  wore  it,  I  fancy  i  one  hand  on  an 
open  book,  and  one  resting  on  the  hflt  of  his  sword, 
thotigh  I  dare  say  his  head  never  ached  with  readme 
nor  nis  limbs  with  fencing. 

*'  That  picture  is  painted  on  the  wood,  madam," 
said  I. 

"Ay,  sir,  or  it's  like  it  would  not  have  been  left 
there j—they  took  a'  they  could." 

"  Mr.  Treddlea's  creditors,  you  meanT'  said  I. 

"  Na,"  replied  ahe,  dryly,  the  creditors  of  snoilHr 
family,  that  sweepit  cleaner  than  this  poor  man'Si  be- 
cause I  fancy  there  was  less  to  gather.'* 

"  An  older  family,  perhapa,  and  probably  more  le- 
membered  and  regretted  than  later  poasesaors  T* 

Christie  here  settled  herself  in  her  seat,  and  poQed 
her  wheel  towards  her.  I  had  given  her  something 
interesting  for  her  thoughts  to  dwell  upon,  and  her 
wheel  was  a  mechanical  accompaniment  on  aoch 
occasions,  the  revolutions  of  which  assisted  her  in  the 
explanation  of  her  ideas. 

Mair  regretted— mair  missed  7—1  liked  ane  of  the 
auld  family  very  weel,  but  I  winna  say  that  for  them 
a*.    How  ahould  thev  be  mair  missed  than  the  TVed- 
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dkKsl  T^  cotton  miU  wu  taeh  a  thing  for  the 
eouDtry  I  The  mair  baims  a  cottar  body  haa  the  bet- 
ter; they  would  make  their  awn  keep  frae  the  time 
they  were  five  yeara  aold ;  and  a  widow  wi'  three  or 
four  baima  waa  a  wealthy  woman  in  the  time  of  the 
Tnddleaea." 

"  But  the  health  of  theee  poor  children,  my  eood 
friend^their  education  and  religioua  instruction" 

**  For  health,"  eaid  Chriatie,  looking  Roomily  at  me^ 
"ye  maon  ken  little  of  the  warld,  air,  if  ye  dinna  ken 
that  the  health  of  the  poor  man'a  bodv,  aa  weel  aa 
hiiTouth  and  hia  atrength,  are  all  at  the  command 
of  toe  rich  man'a  purae.  There  never  waa  a  trade  ao 
onhealthy  yet,  bat  men  would  fight  to  get  wark  at  it 
far  twa  pennioa  a-day  aboon  the  common  wage.  But 
the  baima  were  reaaonably  weel  cared  for  in  the  way  of 
iir  and  exerdae,  and  a  very  reaponaible  youth  heard 
them  their  carritch,  and  gied  them  leaaona  in  Reedie- 
mideaay.*  Now,  what  did  they  ever  get  before  1 
Maybe  on  a  winter  day  they  wad  be  called  out  to  beat 
the  wood  for  cocka  or  aicklike,  and  then  the  atarving 
weana  would  maybe  get  a  bite  of  broken  bread,  and 
mairbe  no,  juat  aa  the  butler  waa  in  humour— that  waa 
a'  UMv  got." 

**  They  were  not,  then,  a  very  kind  family  to  the 
poor,  theae  old  poaaeaaora  1"  aaid  I  aomewhat  bitter- 
ly; for  I  had  expected  to  hear  my  anceatora'  praiaea 
nporded,  though  I  certainly  deapaired  of  being  regaled 
with  my  own. 

"  Ilieywerena  ill  to  them,  air,  and  that  ia  aye  aome- 
tbing.  They  were  juat  decent  bien  bodiea ;— ony  poor 
creature  that  had  face  to  beg  got  an  awmoua  and  wel- 
eome;  they  that  were  ahamefaced  gaed  by,  and 
twice  aa  welcome.  But  they  keepit  an  honeat  walk 
before  Qod  and  roan,  the  Croftam^a,  and,  aa  I  aaid 
before,  if  they  did  little  good,  they  did  aa  little  ill.  They 
lifted  their  rente  and  apent  them,  called  in  their  kain 
and  eat  them ;  gaed  to  the  kirk  of  a  Sunday,  bowed 
eirilly  if  folk  took  afif  their  banneta  aa  they  i^ed  by, 
and  lookit  aa  black  aa  ain  at  them  that  keepit  them 
on" 


» 


"Hieae  are  their  arma  that  you  have  on  the  aign  V* 

"  What  I  on  the  painted  board  that  ia  akirling  and 
groanina  at  the  door?— Na,  theae  are  Mr.  Treddlea'a 
arma— though  they  look  aa  hke  lege  aa  arrna— ill  pleaa- 
ed  I  waa  at  tnefiile  thing,  that  coat  aa  muckle  aa  would 
baa  repaired  the  houae  from  the  wa*  atane  to  the  rig- 
sing-tree.  But  if  I  am  to  bide  here^  I'll  hae  a  decent 
board  wi'  a  punch  bowl  on  it." 

"Ia  there  a  doubt  of  your  ataying  here,  lira. 
Stedel" 

''Dinna  Miatreaa  me,"  aaid  the  croaa  old  woman, 
whoae  fingera  were  now  plying  their  thrift  in  a  man- 
ner which  indicated  nervoua  irritation—"  there  waa 
Dae  lu<^  in  the  land  aince  Luckie  turned  Miatreaa, 
and  Miatreaa  my  Leddy;  and  aa  for  ataying  here,  if 
tt  ooncerna  you  to  ken,  I  may  atay  if  I  can  pay  a  hun- 
dred pund  aterling  for  the  leaae,  and  I  may  flit  if  I 
canna;  and  ao  gude-e'en  to  you,  Chriatie,"— and 
loond  went  the  wheel  with  much  activity. 

"And  you  like  the  trade  of  keeping;  a  public  houae  1" 

"  I  can  acarce  aay  that,"  ahe  rophed.  "  But  worthy 
Mr.  Prendeif(aat  ia  clear  of  ita  lawfiilneaa,  and  I  hae 
gotten  uaed  to  it,  and  made  a  decent  living,  though  I 
never  make  out  a  fauae  reckoning,  or  give  ony  ane 
the  meana  to  disorder  reaaon  in  my  houae." 

** Indeed  1"  said  I;  "  in  that  caae,  there  ia  no  won- 
der you  have  not  made  up  the  hundred  pounda  to 
purchaae  the  lease." 

that  I 
ain  fee  ? 


wun- 


oa  ca'  It  faut  neither,  for  it  gaed  to  her  wna  was  weel 
entitled  to  a'  my  aervice.''    Again  ahe  pulled  atoutly 


on  the 

„  .  painted 

u  well  aa  Mr.  Treddlea— that  is,  if  that  painting  in 
the  corner  be  a  acutcheon." 

'Ay,  ay— cuahion,  juat  aae,  they  maun  a*  hae  their 

^hiona  i  there^a  ama'  gentry  without  that :  and  ao 

H»  arma,  aa  they  ea'  them,  or  the  houae  of  Glentan- 

Bar,  may  be  aeen  on  an  auld  atane  in  the  weat  end  of 

*  "  Bearttng  aiada  Easy ,*'  aeaally  w  pronovnemi  in  Seotlaod. 


the  houae.  Bat  to  do  them  juatee,  they  didna  nro- 
pale  sae  muckle  about  them  aa  poor  Mr.  Treadles 
did  r-it'a  like  they  were  better  used  to  them." 

"Very  likely.— Are  there  any  of  the  old  fomilyin 
lifC}  goodwife  ?" 

"  No,"  ahe  replied ;  then  added,  after  a  moment's 
hesitation—"  not  that  I  know  of^"— and  the  wheel, 
which  had  intermitted,  began  again  to  revolve. 

"  Gone  abroad,  perbapal"  I  auggeated. 

She  now  looked  im,  and  faced  me—"  No,  air.  There 
were  three  aona  of  the  laat  laird  of  Glentanner,  aa  he 
waa  then  called;  John  and  William  were  hopeful 
young  gentlemen,  but  they  died  early— one  of  a  do* 
cline,  brought  on  by  the  miz^ea,  the  other  lost  hia 
life  in  a  fever.  It  would  hae  been  lucky  for  mony 
ane  that  Chryatal  had  gane  the  aame  gate." 

"Oh— he  muat  have  been  the  young  apendthrift 
that  aold  the  propertyl  Well,  but  you  ahould  not 
have  auch  an  ill-will  su^ainat  him :  remember  neces- 
sity haa  no  law;  and  thenf  goodwife,  he  waa  not 
more  culpable  than  Mr.  Treoalea,  whom  you  are  ao 
sorry  for.^' 

"I  wiah  I  could  think  aae,  sir,  for  his  mother's 
sake ;  but  Mr.  Treddles  was  in  trade,  and  thmigh  he 
had  no  preceese  right  to  do  so,  yet  there  was  aome 
warrant  for  a  manning  ezpenaive  that  imagined  he 
waa  making  a  mint  of  monev.  But  thia  unhappy 
lad  devoured  hia  patrimony,  when  he  kenned  that  he 
waa  living  like  a  ratten  m  a  Dunlap  cheeae,  and 
diminiahing  hia  meana  at  a'  hands— I  canna  bide  to 
think  on't."  With  this  ahe  broke  out  into  a  anateh 
of  a  ballad ;  but  little  of  mirth  waa  there  either  in  the 
tone  or  the  ezpreaaion : — 

*'  For  Iw  did  ipend.  and  malct  an  and 

Of  gaar  that  hii  ft)refklhera  wan ; 
or  land  and  warn  he  made  him  bare. 

So  apeak  aae  mair  of  the  aold  gudeoua.'* 

" Come,  dame,"  aaid  I,  "it  ia  a  long  lane  that  has 
no  turning.  I  will  not  keep  iVom  you  that  I  have 
heard  aomething  of  thia  poor  fellow,  Chryatal  Croft- 
angry.  He  haa  aown  hia  wild  oata.'Ma  they  aay,  and 
haa  aettled  into  a  steady  reapectable  man.'^ 

"  And  wha  tell'd  ye  that  tidinga  1"  aaid  ahe,  look- 
ing aharply  at  me. 

Not  perhapa  the  beat  judse  in  the  world  of  hia 
character,  for  it  waa  himaelfl  dame." 

"  And  if  he  tell'd  you  truth,  it  waa  a  virtue  he  did 
not  aye  use  to  practise,"  aaid  Chriatie. 

"  The  devil  V^  aaid  I,  conaiderably  nettled ;"  all  the 
world  held  him  to  be  a  man  of  honour." 

"  Ay,  ay !  he  would  hae  ahot  onybody  wi'  hia  piatola 
and  hia  guns,  that  had  evened  him  to  be  a  liar.  But 
if  he  promiaed  to  pay  an  honeat  tradeaman  the  next 
term-day,  did  he  keep  hia  word  then  1  And  if  he 
proraiaed  a  pibir  ailly  laaa  to  make  gude  her  ahame, 
did  he  apeak  truth  then?  And  what  ie  that,  but 
bemg  a  Imr,  and  a  black-hearted  deceitful  liar  to 
booH" 

My  indignation  waa  riaing,  but  I  strove  to  sup- 
press it ;  indeed,  I  should  only  have  afforded  my  tor- 
mentor a  triumph  by  an  angry  reply.  I  partly  sus- 
pected she  began  to  recognise  me ;  yet  she  testified  so 
uttle  emotion,  that  I  could  not  think  my  auspidon 
well  founded.  I  went  on,  therefore,  to  aav,  in  a  tone 
aa  indifferent  aa  I  could  command,  Well,  eoodwife. 
I  aee  you  will  believe  no  good  of  thia  Chiyatal  of 
youra,  till  he  comea  back  and  buya  a  good  farm  on 
the  eatate.  and  makea  you  hie  hou8ekecn)er." 

The  old  woman  dropped  her  thready  folded  her 
hands,  as  she  looked  up  to  heaven  with  a  face  of 
apprenenaion.  "  The  Lord,"  ahe  exclaimed,  "  forbid ! 
The  Lord  in  his  mercy  forbid  I  Oh,  sir  I  if  you  really 
know  thia  unlucky  man,  persuade  him  to  aettle  where 
folk  ken  the  good  that  you  aay  he  haa  come  to,  and 
dinna  ken  the  evil  of  his  former  daya.    He  uaed  to  be 

Eroud  enough— O  dinna  let  him  come  here,  evcm  for 
is  own  sake.— He  used  ance  to  have  some  pride. 
Here  she  once  more  drew  the  wheel  close  to  her, 
and  began  to  pull  at  the  flax  with  both  hands— 
"Dinna  let  him  come  here,  to  be  looked  down  upon 
by  ony  that  may  be  left  of  his  auld  reiving  com- 
paniona,  and  to  aee  the  decent  folk  that  he  looked 
ovn*  his  nose  at  look  over  their  noses  at  him,  baith  at 
kirk  and  market.    Dinna  let  him  come  to  his  ain 
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c«aoVT  to  b«  mtda  a  u]«  aboDt  when  onr  Daigbbatn 

point!  nim  out  to  aoothar,  and  tdli  what  ha  ii,  mud 
whil  ha  wu,  and  how  fas  wrecked  a  dainty  aatats, 
and  braufbt  harlou  (o  tbe  door-cbsak  of  hU  bthai'i 
house,  tiU  he  mada  it  nae  retidence  for  hi*  oiolher; 
"ireuiddbj' 


"  Slop  there,  20odwi&,if  youplenBe,"  (aid  I:  "you 
have  said  a*  much  u  I  can  wull  remember,  ud 
more  than  ii  may  be  ub  to  repeat.  I  can  use  a 
great  deal  of  frecdooi  with  the  gentJeman  we  speak 
of:  but  I  think  were  any  other  person  to  carry  him 
half  of  your  message,  I  would  scarce  insure  hia  per- 
■onai  safety.    And  now,  as  I  see  the  ni^I  is  settled 

to  be  a  fine  one.  I  will  walk  on  to ,  wherel  mm 

meet  a  coach  lo-morTow,  as  it  passes  to  Edinbui^. 

So  saying,  I  paid  my  moderate  reckoning  and  loo„ 
my  leave,  without  beinAable  to  discover  waetber  the 
prejudiced  and  hard-hearted  old  woman  did,  or  di' 
noLsuapect  the  identity  of  her  Ruesi  with  the  Cfaryi 
lal  Croflangry  against  whom  ihe  harboured  so  much 


.  ...  for,  I  cbinged  mymind  eutirelyon  Diyptaii* 
of  life,  in  coneequeuce  of  the  disappointment,  (he 
history  of  which  fills  the  taal  chapter.  1  b«gan  to 
discover  thai  the  country  would  not  at  all  auit  me;  lor 
I  had  rehnqutshed  field-aports,  and  fell  noindLaBlim 
whatever  to  farming,  the  ordinary  vacatiaQ  of  cooliliy 
gentlemen ;  besides  that.  1  had  no  talent  for  ai-— 


dislikL. 

The  night  was  fine  and  frosty,  though,  whei-_  ,.. 
._j.j L_.  :..  _!. ;r  was,  it  might  have 


landed  to 


...  Ji  Iba  Corso  at  Roma  w 

in  order  to  admtdate  their  exertion,  ci 
own  spurs,  natnaly,  small  balls  of  alee 
pmiecting  spikes,  which  are  sttschal  to 
of  leather,  and,  nying  about  in  the  '' 
agitation,  keep  the  horse  to  his  speed 


s  they  St 


.. , by  pricking  him 

his  ^nks.    The  old  woms~'~ 


lepiosches  had  tlii 

to  a  rapid  pace,  as  if  it  had  ^ ,, 

Ijom  my  own  recollection  a.  In  the  best  days  of  my 
life,  when  I  won  one  or  two  hard  walking  matches, 
I  doubt  if  I  ever  walked  so  fai  ■■■'•■-■ 
Tieddles  Anns  and  the  boroi 
was  bound.  Though  the  night 
— oughbyiht  -^--' 


■ns  coidl  I  WB8  wan 
inn:  and  il  required  b 
ith  half  an  hour's  re- 
farther  thought 


.  .  could  delormine  lou _. 

Btie  and  her  opinions,  than  those  of  any  olna 
prehidiced  old  woman.    I  resolved  at  li 

'ling  for  w. „ 

001.,  with  these 


vulgar  prehidii 

treat  the  thing  en  bafotelU,  and,  calling  for  writing 
matarials,  I  folded  up  ■  cheque  fo-  """"^  --■'■  •"■ — 
lines  on  the  envelope ; 

And  I  was  so  much  pleased  with  this  new  mode  of 
viewing  the  subjecl,  that  I  regretted  the  lateness  of 
the  hour  prevented  my  linding  a  person  to  carry  the 
letter  express  lo  its  destination. 

I  considered  that  the  money,  and  probably  mote,  was 
actually  due  by  me  on  my  mothers  account  la  Chris- 
tie, who  had  lent  it  in  a  moment  of  great  neceasity, 
and  that  the  returning  it  in  ■  light  or  ludicrous 
manner  was  not  unlikely  to  prevent  so  touchy  and 
ponetilioUB  a  person  from  acc^tioif  a  debt  which  was 
moat  jually  her  due,  and  which  ii  became  me  par- 
•  ticularly  to  see  satisfied.  Sacrificiag  then  my  triad 
with  little  regret,  [for  it  looked  belter  by  candlelight, 
and  tbrotuh  the  medium  of  a  pot  of  porter,  than  it 
dkl  by  daylight,  and  with  bohea  for  a  manatruum,)  I 
dateraiiiwil  to  employ  Mr.  Puiseribe'B  mediation  in 
boyinaup  (he  lease  <n  the  little  inn,  and  Gonfaning  il 
upon  Cbtiatie  in  the  way  wWch -'•"■'•' —^- '■  "■"-* 

BT,! 


CHAPTER  V. 

r.  CMlfmprj  jwttlca  In  tK 

Til  SI  tlw  tan  bT  elins  lisnLrd ' 


Bra 


ivoluti 


mg  either  candidati 


Mofat 


eipected  elecijoii, 


.  in  the  duties  of  a  road  tr__ 
-.^ ler  of  supply,  or  even  in  llie  mafia- 

lenal  functions  of  the  bench.  I  had  begun  to  tska 
some  taste  for  reading;  and  a  domiciliation  in  tha 
country  must  remove  me  from  the  use  of  booka,  ex- 
citing the  small  subscription  library,  in  which  the 
very  book  which  you  want  is  uniformly  sure  lo  ha 

f  resolved,  therefore,  to  make  the  Scottish  metro- 
polis my  regular  resting-place,  teaerving  lo  myvlf  to 
take  occaaionalty  those  eicuraions,  which,  qiileof  all 
I  have  said  ajiainst  mad-coaches,  Mr.  Pnia'  has  ren- 
dered BO  easy.  Friend  of  our  life  and  of  our  loson, 
he  secures  by  despatch  against  loss  of  time,  snd  by 
the  best  of  coaches,  cattle,  and  steadieBt  of  drivos, 

sgainBt  haiard  of  limb,  —• •  --'• " 

letlera,  from    Edmburg 
penning  of  a  paruraph. 

When  my  mindwas  quite  made  up  to  malte  Auld 
Rtekie  my  bead -quarters,  reserving  the  privii^a  of 
exploring  in  ail  direction^  I  began  to  explore  in  good 
earnest  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  a  auilabia  hs- 
bilation,     "And  where  trew  ye  I  gaedT'  asSirPai- 


Nol  ; 


oOeorgi 
:o  tbe  o: 


.0  her  feelinga.    It  ia  only — — ,  ._ 

It  my  plan  tuccecded,  and  thatl^ow  Steele 
even  yet  keeps  the  Treddles  Arms.  Do  not  say, 
Iberefore,  that  I  hare  been  dism_Benuous  with  voil 
rindar;  since,  if]  have  not  told  all  tbe  ill  of  myself  I 
miaht  have  done,  I  have  indicated  to  you  a  parson 
aUe  and  williiig  lo  supply  the  blaul^  by  relating  all 

In  Ih*  mean  time,  I  loiellyabandonad  the  klea  of  re- 
dMnuDi  tnrpart  of  my  natemal  property,  and  reaolv- 
•dl«lak»ChiialwSMele'a4dTiM,  as  young  Nonal 
iw«t  TilMilrnn'^  "uihonghlt  toimdadnanhly. ' 


_._._.    ._   .__.._  the  Gallon  Hill:  1  went  to 

ihe  Canongatb  and  to  tbe  veiv  portion  of  the  Canon- 
gale  in  which  I  had  ibrmerly  been  immured,  like  the 

errant  knight,  prisoner  in  eome  enchanted  easd^ 
where  speUa  nave  made  the  ambient  air  impctrians 
to  tbe  unhappy  csptiie.  although  tbe  organa  of  ai^l 

encountered  no  obstacle  to  his  free  passage. 

Why  1  should  have  thought  of  pitching  my  tml 
here  I  cannot  tell.  Perh^s  it  was  to  enjoy  the  pk*- 
sures  of  freedom,  whore  1  hsd  bo  long  endured  the 
bitterness  of  restraint;  on  the  principle  of  the  oBcct, 
who,  after  he  had  retired  from  the  army,  ordered  his 
servant  to  continue  to  call  him  at  ihehourofpuide, 
simply  that  he  might  have  tlie  pleaaure  of  aayin^— 
"D— n  the  parade  !"  and  turnini  to  the  other  ade  to 
enjoy  his  slumbers,  Orperhapsl  expected  to  find  in 
the  vicinity  some  little  old-fashioned  houses  having 
somewhat  of  the  nu  in  vrbe,  which  I  was  ambttiaa 
of  enjoying.    Enough,  1  went,  as  aforesaid,  u  ths 

I  Kioijd  by  the  kcnncL  of  which  I  have  tbimecty 
spoken,  and,  my  mind  btmg  at  ease,  my  bodily  a> 

pans  were  more  delicate.    1  waa  mora ""'"  """ — 

Iii'ieiofore,  that,  like  the  trade  of  Potq 

fur  Measure— il  did  in  some  sorl — -j. 

of  irivci.  good  apothecary]— Turning  from  ihenea,  n 
iturally  directed  themselvea  to  m*  own  buni- 

r—tmeni,  where  my  httls  Highland  Modlady,  H 

dapper  and  as  tight  as  ever,  ((br  old  womm  witf  • 
hundred  timea  better  than  the  hard-wton|tht  aaion 
of  the  maaeuline  sex,)  stoou  at  the  door,  tssdKMU 
herself  a  Highland  ■oogaisbeaboc^atablonapkta 
over  the  fbrestair.  and  then  proceeded  U>  Gild  it  v 
neatly  for  future  service. 

"  How  do  you,  Janet  1" 

"Thank  ve,  good  ni,"  Bnawetod  my  old  friend, 
without  tooELUg  SI  me ;  "  but  ye  miglil  aa  weal  mt 
Mrs.  MacEvoy,  for  she  is  na  a'body'i  SbanM— 
umph." 

You  muat  be  tny  Janet,  thouidi,  for  all  that— ban 

B>u  Ihreoi  mel— Do  you  not  temenilMr  CliiiiMil 
roftangry?" 

Tbe  lipit,  kind-hearted  eieatun  thnw  ho  etp^ 
._  ..._ , Lz — J  J — I  ^j  ^1^  ^  , 


Gkat.  v.] 


INTRODUCTORY 


SS 


ftinr,  three  ctcAs  at  once,  aenea  me  by  the  haade,— 
bom  hande,— tumped  up,  and  actually  kiaaed  me.  I 
waa  a  little  aanamed  s  but  what  awain,  of  aomewhere 
inctining  to  aizty,  could  reaiat  the  advancea  of  a  fair 
oontemponuryl  So  we  allowed  the  full  degree  of 
hWfM—  to  the  meetingi'-Aoni  9oU  qui  mal  y  ^efud, 
^and  then  Janet  entered  inatantly  upon  buameaa. 
**An'  ye'll  gae  in,  man,  and  aee  your  anld  lodginga, 
nae  doubt,  and  Shanet  will  pay  ye  the  fifteen  afiil- 
liDga  of  change  that  ye  ran  away  without,  and  with- 
out bidding  Shanet  good  day.  But  never  mind," 
(nodding  good-humovffedly,)  Shanet  aaw  you  were 
emied  for  the  time." 

Br  thia  time  we  were  in  my  old  quartera,  and  Janet, 
with  her  bottle  of  cordial  in  one  hand  and  the  glaas 
in  the  other,  had  forced  on  me  a  dram  of  uaquebaugh, 
ifiniUed  with  aaffiron  and  other  herbs,  after  aome  old- 
laihioned  Highland  receipt.  Then  waa  unfolded,  out 
ef  manv  a  Uttle  scrap  of  paper,  the  reaerved  sum  of 
fifteen  shillings,  which  Janet  had  treaauied  for  twenty 
yean  and  upwaida. 

*'Here  they  are,"  ahe  said,  in  honest  triumph,  "just 
the  same  I  waa  holdmg  out  to  ye  when  ye  ran  aa  if 
TO  had  been  fey.  Shanet  has  had  ailler.  and  Shanet 
nii  wanted  aiOer,  monv  a  time  stnoe  that— and  the 
gancer  haa  come,  and  the  factor  haa  come,  and  the 
Sateber  and  baker—Cot  bleaa  us— just  like  to  tear 
poor  auld  Shanet  to  jpiecea;  but  ahe  took  good  care 
of  Mr.  Croftansry's  nfteen  ahillinga." 

"But  what  if  I  had  never  come  l>ack,  Janet?" 

"Och,  if  Shanet  had  heard  you  were  dead,  she 
would  hae  gien  it  to  the  poor  or  the  chapel,  to  pray 
for  Mr.  Cnmanjgry,"  aaid  Janet,  crossing  herself,  for 


riiewas  a  Catholic:— "you  maybe  do  not  think  it 
would  do  you  cood,  but  the  bleasing  of  the  poor  can 
ne?er  do  no  harm." 

I  agreed  heartily  in  Janet'a  conclusion ;  and,  as  to 
htfe  deeired  her  to  consider  the  hoard  as  her  own 
property,  would  have  been  an  indelicate  return  to  her 
ibr  the  upqghtness  of  her  conduct,  I  requested  her  to 
diipose  m*  It  as  ahe  had  proposed  to  do  in  the  event 
of  my  death,  that  ia^  if  ahe  knew  any  poor  people  of 
merit  to  whom  it  might  be  useful. 

**Ower  mony  of  them,"  raising  the  comer  of  her 
chedud  apron  to  her  eyes,  "  e'en  ower  monyof  them. 
Mr.  Croftangry.— Och,  ay— there  is  the  puir  Highland 
creaturea  frae  Glenahee.  that  cam  down  for  ine  har- 
vest, and  are  lying  wi*  the  fever— five  ahillinin  to 
them,  and  balf-a-crown  to  Bessie  MacEvoy.  whoae 
eoodman,  puir  creature,  died  of  the  froat,  being  a 
riiairman,  mr  a'  the  whisky  he  could  drink  to  keep  it 
oat  o"  his  atamoeh— and" 

But  she  suddenly  interrupted  the  bead-roll  of  her 
proposed  charities,  and  aaauming  a  very  sage  look, 
and  primming  up  her  little  chattering  mouth,  she 
went  on  in  a  dinerent  tone—"  But  och,  Mr.  Croft- 
ngry,  betlunk  ve  whether  ve  will  not  need  a'  this  sil- 
kr  yoorsell,  ana  maybe  look  back  and  think  lang  fbr 


tell,  dear.  And  I  aay  this,  that  ye  may  think  a  fait, 
tot  your  mother'a  son  kens  that  ye  are  no  so  carefhl 
•s  you  should  be  of  the  gear,  and  I  hae  tauld  ye  of  it 
before,  jewel." 

I  aaaored  her  I  could  eaaily  spare  the  money,  with- 
out risk  of  Aiture  repentance:  and  die  went  on  to 
mfer,  that,  in  such  a  caae,  '*Mr.  Croftangry  had 
grown  a  rich  man  in  foreign  parts,  and  waa  free  of 
his  troubles  with  messengers  and  aheriffofficera,  and 
■clike  scum  of  the  earth,  and  Shanet  MacEvov'a 
niother'a  daughter  be  a  blithe  woman  to  hear  it.  But 
if  Mr.  Croftangry  waa  in  trouble,  there  waa  hia  room, 
and  his  ped,  and  Shanet  to  wait  on  him,  and  tak  pay- 
naniwhen  it  was  quite  convenient." 

1  explained  to  Janet  mv  situation,  in  which  she  ex- 
pnpBsed  unqualified  delist  I  then  proceeded  to  in- 
quire into  her  own  circumatancea,  and,  though  ahe 
spoke  cheerfiilly  and  contentedly,  I  could  see  they 
were  precarioua.  I  had  paid  more  than  was  due; 
other  kidgen  fell  into  an  opposite  error^  and  forgot  to 
pay  Janet  at  alL  Then^  Janet  being  ignorant  of  all 
mdirect  modea  of  acrewmg  money  out  of  her  lodgera, 
•there  m  tbo  same  line  of  ufe.  who  were  aharperman 


the  poor  aunple  Highlana  woman,  were  enabled  to 
let  their  apartmenta  cheaper  in  appearance,  though 
the  inmatea  usually  found  them  twice  aa  dear  in  toe 
long-run. 

As  I  had  already  destined  my  old  landlady  to  be 
my  housekeeper  and  govemante,  knowing  ber  ho- 
nesty, good-nature,  and,  althou^^  a  Scotchwoman, 
her  deanlineea  and  excellent  temper,  (saving  the 
abort  and  hastv  expressions  of  anger  which  Hisl^  . 
landere  call  a  fyff,)  I  now  proposed  the  plan  to  ner 
in  such  a  way  aa  was  likely  to  make  it  most  accept- 
able. Venr  acceptable  as  the  proposal  was,  aa  I 
could  plainly  see,  Janet,  however,  took  a  day  to  con- 
aider  upon  It;  and  her  reflections  against  our  next 
meeting  had  auggeated  only  one  objecnon,  which  waa 
aingplar  enougEL 

'HMty  honour,"  so  she  now  termed  me,  "would  pe 
fbr  biding  in  some  fine  street  apout  the  town ;  now 
Shanet  wad  ill  like  to  live  in  a  place  where  poUah. 
and  sherifis,  and  bailifTa,  and  aic  thievea  and  traah  or 
the  world,  could  tak  puir  ahendemen  by  the  throat, 
juat  because  they  wanted  a  wheen  dollan  in  the  spor- 
ran. She  had  lived  in  the  bonny  glen  of  Toman- 
thoulick— Cot,  an  ony  of  the  vermint  nad  come  there, 
her  fether  wad  hae  wared  a  ahot  on  them,  and  he 
could  hit  a  buck  within  as  mony  measured  yarda  aa 
e'er  a  man  of  his  clan.  And  the  place  bore  waa  ao 
quiet  firae  them,  they  durat  na  put  their  nose  ower  the 
gutter.  Shanet  owed  nobody  a  bodle,  put  she  couldna 
pide  to  aee  honeat  folk  and  pretty  shendemen  forced 
away  to  prison  whether  they  would  or  no ;  and  then 
if  Shanet  was  to  lay  her  tangs  ower  ane  of  the  raga- 
muffina*  heads,  it  would  be,  maybe,  that  the  law 
would  gi'ed  a  hard  name." 

One  thing  I  have  learned  in  life,— never  to  apeak 
sense  when  nonsense  will  answer  the  purpose  as  welL 
I  should  have  had  great  difficulty  to  convince  thia 
practical  and  disinterested  admirer  and  vindicator  of 
liberty,  that  arrests  seldom  or  never  were  to  be  seen 
in  the  streets  of  Edinburgh,  and  to  satisfy  her  of  their 
justice  and  necessity,  would  have  been  as  difficult  aa 
to  convert  her  to  the  Protestant  faith.  I  therefore  as- 
sured her  my  intention,  if  I  could  get  a  suitable  habi- 
tation, was  to  remain  in  the  quarter  where  she  at  pre- 
sent dwelt.  Janet  gave  three  akipa  on  the  floor,  and 
uttered  aa  many  abort  ahrill  ydls  of  joy ;  yet  doubt 
almost  instantly  returned,  ana  she  insisted  on  know- 
ing what  possible  reason  I  could  have  for  making  my 
residence  where  few  lived,  save  thoae  whose  misfor- 
tunes drove  them  thither.  It  occurred  to  me  to  an- 
swer her  by  recounting  the  legend  of  the  rise  of  my 
family,  ana  of  our  deriving  our  name  fh>m  a  particular 
place  near  Holyrood  Palace.  This,  which  would  have 
appeared  to  most  people  a  very  absurd  reason  for 
choosinga  residence,  was  entirtty  satisfiactory  to  Ja- 
net MacEvoy. 

*'  Och,  nae  doubt !  if  it  was  the  land  of  her  fathers, 
there  waa  nae  mair  to  be  said.  Put  it  was  queer  that 
her  famUy  estate  ahonld  just  lie  at  the  town  tail,  and 
covered  with  houses,  where  the  King's  cows,  Cot 
bless  them  hide  and  horn,  used  to  craze  upon.  It 
waa  atrenge  changes."— She  mused  a  little,  and  then 
added,  "  Put  it  ia  aomethins  better  wi'  Croftan/py 
when  the  changea  is  firae  the  field  to  the  habited 
place,  and  not  from  the  place  of  habitation  to  the  de-  ^ 
sort;  for  Shanet,  her  nainsell,  kent  a  glen  where 
there  were  men  as  weel  as  there  maybe  m  Croftan- 

Sy,  and  if  there  werena  altogether  sae  mony  of  them, 
ey  were  as  good  men  in  their  tartan  as  the  otherein 
then'  broadcloth.  And  there  were  houses  too.  and  if 
they  were  not  bi^t  with  stane  and  lime,  and  lofted 
like  the  houses  at  CroftaziKry,  yet  they  served  the 
purpose  of  them  that  lived  there ;  and  mony  a  braw 
bonnet,  and  mony  a  silk  snood,  and  comely  wmte 
curch,  would  come  out  to  gang  to  kirk  or  chapel  on 
the  Lonf  B  day.  and  litde  bairns  toddling  after;  and 
now,— Och,  Och,  Ohellany,  Ohonari!  the  glen  is  de- 
aolatcL  and  the  oraw  anooda  and  bonnets  are  gane, 
and  the  Saxon'a  house  stands  dull  and  lonely,  like 
the  eingle  bare-breasted  rock  that  the  falcon  builds  on 
—the  fucon  that  drivea  the  heath-bird  fne  the  glen." 
Janet,  like  many  Highlandera,  was  fiiU  of  imagina- 
tion; and,  when  melancholy  themea  came  upon  her, 
ezpreaaed  henelf  abnoat  peeticaUy,  owing  to  the  ge- 
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nius  of  tha  Celtic  language  in  which  she  thoui^t,  and  No  man  hii  tiirethoid  better  knowB.  than  I 

"  7'^fh/'?J''H^  '^  .*°""  •''T  '^^""u  Y  \  *'?"'  £t"i.Ti';Ui".''.S"h!.''SJrif  blood. 

underatooa   uaellC.    In  two   minutes   the  shade  of  ArUmr'i  rouod  board  and  Caledonian  wood. 

ffloom  and  regret  bad  passed  from  her  good-humoured 

features,  and  she  was  again  the  little  busy,  prating.  No  shop  is  so  easily  set  up  as  an  antiquary's.   Like 

important  old  woman,  undisputed  owner  of  one  flat  those  of  the  lowest  order  of  pawnbrokers,  a  comroo* 

of  a  small  tenement  in  the  Abbey-yard,  and  about  to  dity  of  rusty  iron,  a  bag  or  two  of  hobnails,  a  few 

be  promoted  to  be  housekeeper  to  an  elderly  bachelor  odd  shoebucklea,  cashiered  kail-pots,  and  fire-ironi 

gentleman,  Cnrystal  Croftangry,  Esq.  declared  incapable  of  service,  are  quite  sufficient  to 

It  was  not  long  before  Janet's  local  researches  set  him  up.    If  he  add  a  sheaf  or  two  of  penny  bal- 

found  out  exactly  the  sort  of  place  I  wanted,  and  lads  and  broadsides,  he  is  a  great  man— an  extensive 

there  we  settled.    Janet  was  airaid  I  would  not  be  trader.    And  then— like  the  pawnbrokers  aforesaid,  if 

satisfied,  because  it  is  not  exactly  part  of  Croftangry ;  the  author  understands  a  little  legerdemain,  he  mtv, 

but  I  stopped  her  doubts,  by  assuring  her  it  had  been  by  dint  of  a  little  picking  and  stealing,  make  the  insiae 

part  and  pendicle  thereof  in  my  forefathers'  time,  of  his  shop  a  great  deal  richer  than  the  out,  and  be 

which  passed  very  well.  able  to  show  vou  things  which  cause  those  who  do 

I  do  not  intend  to  possess  any  one  with  an  exact  not  understand  the  antiquarian  trick  of  clean  conrey- 

knowledge  of  my  lodfging  {  though,  as  Bobadil  says,  ance,  to  wonder  how  the  devil  he  came  by  them. 

"I  care  not  who  knows  it,  since  the  cabin  is  convc-  It  may  be  said,  that  antiquarian  articles  interest  but 

nient."    But  I  may  state  in  general,  that  it  is  a  house  few  customers,  and  that  we  may  bawl  ourselves  u 

"  within  itself,"  or,  according  to  a  newer  phraseology  rusty  as  the  wares  we  deal  in  without  any  one  asking 

in  advertisements,  self-contained,  has  a  garden  of  the  price  of  our  merchandise.    But  I  do  not  rest  my 

near  half  an  acre,  ana  a  patch  of  ground  with  trees  hopes  upon  this  department  of  my  labours  only.   I 

in  front.    It  boasts  five  rooms  and  servants'  apart-  propose  also  to  have  a  correspondin/?  shop  for  Senti- 

xnents— looks  in  front  upon  the  palace,  and  from  be-  ment,  and  Dialogues,  and  Disquisition,  which  may 

hind  towards  the  hill  and  crags  of  the  King's  Park,  captivate  the  fancy  of  those  who  have  no  relish,  u 

Fortunately  the  place  had  a  name,  which,  with  a  the  established  phrase  goes,  for  pure  antiquity;— t 

little  improvement,  served  to  countenance  the  legend  sort  of  green  grocer's  stall  erected  in  front  of  my  iron- 

which  I  had  imposed  on  Janet,  and  would  not  per-  mongery  wares,  garlanding  the  rusty  memorials  of 

haps  have  been  sorry  if  I  had  been  able  to  impose  on  ancient  times  with  cresses,  cabbages,  leeks,  and  wi- 

myself.    It  was  called  Littlecroft ;  we  have  dubbed  it  ter  purpy. 

Little  Croftangry,  and  the  men  of  letters  belonging  As  I  have  some  idea  that  I  am  writing  too  well  to 


to  the  Post  Office  have  sanctioned  the  change,  and  be  understood.  I  humble  myself  to  ordinary  languajge^ 

deliver  letters  so  addressed.    Thus  I  am  to  all  intents  and  aver,  with  becomins;  modesty,  that  I  do  thmk 

and  purposes  Chrystal  Croftangry  of  that  Ilk.  mvself  capable  of  sustaming  a  pubUcation  of  amit- 

Myestablishmentconsistsof  Janet,  an  under  majd-  cellaneous  nature,  as  like  to  the  Spectator,  or  the 
servant,  and  a  Highland  wench  for  Janet  to  exercise  Guardian,  the  Mirror,  or  the  Lounger,  as  my  poor 
her  Gaelic  upon,  with  a  handy  lad  who  can  lay  the  abilities  may  be  able  to  accomplish.  Not  that  I  nan 
cloth,  and  take  care  besides  of  a  pony,  on  which  I  any  purpose  of  imitating  Johnson,  whose  generu 
find  my  way  to  Portobello  sands,  especially  when  the  learnmg  and  power  of  expression  I  do  not  deny,  but 
cavalry  have  a  drill ;  for,  like  an  old  fool  as  I  am,  I  many  of  whose  Ramblers  are  little  better  than  a  wnrt 
have  not  altogether  become  indifferent  to  the  tramp  of  pageant,  where  trite  and  obvious  maxims  are  made 
of  horses  and  the  flash  of  weapons,  of  which,  though  to  swagger  in  lofty  and  mystic  language^  and  get 
no  professional  soldier,  it  has  been  my  fate  to  see  some  credit  only  because  they  are  not  easily  under- 
something  in  my  youth.  For  wet  mornings,  I  have  stood.  There  are  some  of  the  great  moralist  spapert 
my  book— is  it  fine  weather,  I  visit,  or  I  wander  on  which  I  cannot  peruse  without  thinking  on  a  second- 
the  Crags,  as  the  humour  dictates.  My  dinner  is  in-  rate  masquerade,  where  the  best-known  and  least- 
deed  solitary,  yet  not  quite  so  neither;  for  though  esteemed  characters  in  town  march  in  as' heroes,  and 
Andnw  waits,  Janet,  or,— as  she  is  to  all  the  world  sultans,  and  so  forth,  and,  by  dint  of  tawdrv  dresae% 
but  her  master,  and  certain  old  Highland  gosnps,—  get  some  consideration  until  they  are  found  out.— It 
Mrs.  MacEvoy,  attends,  bustles  about,  and  desires  to  is  not,  however,  prudent  to  commence  with  throv^ing 
see  every  thing  is  in  first  rate  order,  and  to  tell  me,  stones,  just  when  I  am  striking  out  windows  of  my 
Cot  pless  us.  the  wonderful  news  of  (he  Palace  for  own. 

the  day.    \Vhen  the  cloth  is  removed,  and  I  light  my  I  think  even  the  local  situation  of  Little  Croilangry 

cigar,  and  begin  to  husband  a  pint  of  port,  or  a  glass  may  be  considered  as  favourable  to  my  imdertaking. 

or  old  whiskey  and  water,  it  is  the  rule  of  the  house  A  nobler  contrast  there  can  hardly  exist  than  that  of 

that  Janet  takes  a  chair  at  some  distance,  and  nods  the  huge  city,  dark  with  the  smoke  of  agjes.  and 

or  works  her  stocking,  as  she  may  be  disposed ;  ready  groaning  with  the  various  sounds  of  active  inaustiT 

to  speak,  if  I  am  in  the  talking  humour,  and  sitting  ouiet  or  idle  revel,  and  the  lofty  and  craggy  hill,  silent  and 

as  a  mouse  if  I  am  rather  inclined  to  study  a  book  or  solitary  as  the  f^rave ;  one  exhibiting  the  full  tide  of 

the  newspaper.    At  six  precisely  she  makes  my  tea,  existence,  pressing  and  precipitating  itself  forwaid 

and  leaves  mc  to  drink  it ;  and  then  occurs  an  interval  with  the  force  of  an  inuiidation ;  the  other  resembling 

of  time  which  most  old  bachelors  find  heavy  on  their  some  time-worn  anchorite,  whose  life  passes  as  sflent 

bands.    Tiio  theatre  is  a  good  occasional  resource,  and  unobserved  as  the  slender  rill  which  escapes  iin- 

eepecially  if  Will  Murray  acts,  or  a  bright  star  of  emi-  hurt,  and  scarce  seen,  from  the  fountain  of  his  patnn 

nence  shines  forth ;  but  it  is  distant,  and  so  are  one  saint.    The  city  resembles  the  busy  temple,  when 

or  two  public  societies  to  which  I  belong ;  besides,  the  modem  Comus  and  Mammon  hold  tncir  coivti 

these  evcninc  walks  ore  all  incompatible  with  the  and  thousands  sacrifice  ease,  independence,  and  vir- 

elbow-chair  fcchng,  which  desires  some  employment  tue  itself,  at  their  shrine ;  the  misty  and  lonely  monii* 

that  may  divert  the  mind  without  fatiguing  the  body,  tain  seems  as  a  throne  to  the  majestic  but  terriblt 

Under  the  influence  of  these  impressions.  I  have  Genius  of  feudal  times,  when  the  same  divinities  di»» 

somstimes  thought  of  this  Uterary  undertaking.    I  pensedcoronetsanddomainHtothose  who  hadhosdi 

muft  have  been  the  Bonassus  himself  to  have  mis-  to  devise,  and  arms  to  execute,  bold  enterprises, 

taken  my.self  for  a  (genius,  yet  I  have  leisure  and  re-  I  have,  as  it  were,  the  two  extremities  of  the  mofil 

flections  like  my  neighbours.    I  am  a  borderer  also  world  at  my  threshold.    From  the  front  door.  • 

between  two  generations,  and  can  point  out  more  few  minutes  walk  brinjgs  me  into  the  heart  of  t 

perhaps  than  others  of  those  fading  traces  of  antiquity  wealthy  and  populous  city ;  as  many  paces  from  my 

which  are  doily  vanishing  ;  and  I  know  many  a  mo-  opposite  entrance,  places  me  in  a  solitude  as  con- 

dem  instance  and  many  an  old  tradition,  and  there-  piete  as  Zimmerman  could  have  desired.    Surelf 

fore  I  ask—  with  such  aids  to  my  imagination.  I  may  write  bel* 

,^  ter  than  if  I  were  in  a  lodging  in  the  New  Town,  or 

SKuVSo-Si'  aKA  SiS!llhV.'iSS.Wri»,  tar  1SII5}„™ JSfr?'"'-  '^  ""^  ^^"^  "s*- "  "^ 

to  chimney  comen,  wont  bf  Christmaa  fire*  wiof— i^orocco .                                    ^ 

To  read  and  roek  to  aleep  ow  ancient  line  7  I  have  not  chosen  to  publish  penodiealiy,  my  n^ 
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nn  for  which  was  twofold.  In  the  first  place,  I 
com  like  to  be  hurried,  and  have  had  enough  of  duns 
a  in  early  part  of  my  life,  to  make  me  reluctant  to 
hcu  of.  or  see  one,  even  in  the  less  awful  shape  of  a 
/noiers  deviL  But,  secondly,  a  periodical  paper  is 
Bot  easily  extended  in  circulation  beyond  the  Quarter 

0  vfaich  it  is  pubUshed.  This  work,  if  published  in 
fqgiuvf  numbersi,  would  scarro,  without  a  high  ores- 
nreon  the  part  of  the  bookseller,  be  raised  aoove 
iieXeiherbow,  and  never  could  be  expected  to  ascend 
V)  the  level  of  Prince's  &{troct.  Now  I  am  ambitious 
(hit  mv  conipositions,  though  having  their  origin  in 
tlus  Valley  of  Holyrood,  should  not  only  be  extend- 
ed into  those  exalted  regions  I  have  mentioned,  but 
iJ*o  that  thoy  should  cross  the  Forth,  astonish  the 
imf  town  ot  Kirkaldy,  enchant  the  skippers  and 
rjl&rs  of  the  East  of  Fife,  venture  even  into  the 
:Uwc  arcades  of  iSt.  Andrews,  and  travel  as  much 
krther  to  the  north  as  the  breath  of  applause  will 
rarry  their  sails.  As  for  a  southward  direction,  it  is 
301  to  be  hoped  for  in  my  fondest  dreams.  I  am 
nlonnedthac  Scottish  literature,  like  Scottish  whisky, 
■ril  be  presently  laid  under  a  prohibitory  duty.  But 
BMKigh  of  this.  If  any  reader  is  dull  enou$;h  not  to 
c3aq>rehend  the  advantages  which,  in  point  of  cir- 
c&lauon,  a  compact  book  has  over  a  collection  of 
brtive  numbers,  li't  him  tr>'  the  range  of  a  (pin 
baled  with  hail-shot,  against  that  of  the  same  piece 
dmipd  with  an  cqtial  weight  of  lead  consolidated 
B  a  sii^e  bullet. 

BesMies.  it  was  of  less  consequence  that  I  should 
hare  published  periodically,  since  I  did  not  mean  to 
nfaiit  or  accept  of  the  contnbutions  of  friends,  or  the 
ninciims  of  those  who  may  be  less  kindly  disposed. 
Xotv-thstanding  ths  excellent  examples  which  might 
be  ({uoted,  1  wnl  establish  no  begging-box,  eitner 
aoer  the  narnc  of  a  lion's-hcad  or  an  ass's.  What 
a  nod  or  ill  shall  be  mine  own,  or  the  contribution 
ofloends  to  whom  I  may  have  pnvate  access.    Many 

01  ay  voluntary  assistants  might  be  cleverer  than 
aijiof,  and  then  I  should  have  a  brilliant  article  ap- 
pear atnon^  my  chiller  effusions,  like  a  patch  of  lace 
OB  1  Scotush  cloak  of  Galashiels  gray.  Some  might 
'9«  worse,  and  then  I  must  reject  them,  to  the  injury 
cf  the  feelings  ot  the  writer,  or  else  insert  them,  to 
sake  my  own  darkness  yet  more  opaque  and  palpa- 
!>iB.  ^  Let  every  herring,"  says  our  old-fashioned 
piofcrb,  '*  hang  by  his  own  head." 

Obs  person,  howevcri  I  may  distinguish,  as  she  is 
low  no  more,  who,  hving  to  the  utmost  term  of 
kaaian  life,  honoured  me  with  a  great  share  of  her 
hadihip,  as  indeed  we  were  blood-relathres  in  the 
Scotiirii  sense — Heaven  knows  how  many  degrees 
lODOTed — and  friends  in  the  sense  of  Old  England. 
I  Bean  the  late  excellent  and  regretted  Mrs.  Bethune 
lilal.  But  as  I  design  this  admirable  picture  of  the 
■Uia  time  for  a  principal  character  in  my  work,  I 
*ll  only  say  here,  that  she  knew  and  approved  of 

S present  purpose ;  and  though  she  declined  to  con- 
ate  to  it  while  she  lived,  from  a  sense  of  dignified 
Rranent,  which  she  thought  became  her  age,  sex, 
lad  eondition  in  life,  she  left  me  some  matenals  for 
onriu  on  m  v  proposed  work,  which  I  coveted  when 
I  ketrd  her  detail  them  in  conversation,  and  which 
•nr,  when  I  have  their  substance  in  her  own  hand- 
■riHig.  I  account  far  more  valuable  than  any  thing 
I  have  myself  to  offer.    I  hope  the  mentioning  her 
j  UOM  in  conjunction  with  my  own,  will  give  no 
!  iftutt  to  any  of  her  numerous  friends,  as  it  was 
krown  express  pleasure  that  I  shouia  employ  the 
■aanseripta,  which  she  did  mr  the  honour  to  bequeath 
jK,  in  the  manner  in  which  I  have  now  used  them. 
h  most  be  added,  however,  that  in  most  cases  I 
^1  dngnised  nameik  and  in  some  have  added  sha- 
tw  and  ooio    ing  to  bring  out  the  narrative. 
Xoeh  of  my  materials,  besides  these,  arc  derived 
hai  fiiends,  livins  or  df^id.    The  accuracy  of  some 
{[ihcse  may  be  doubtful,  in  which  case  i  shall  be 
.  ^py  to  receive,  from  sufficient  authority,  the  cor- 
;  ten  of  the  errors  which  must  creep  into  tradition- 
:  idaeuments.    The  object  of  the  whole  publication 
^la  throw  some  light  on  the  manners  of  Scotland 
•  thcT  wen.  and  to  contrast  them,  occasionally, 
^  ihoM  Of  ills  prmmi  day.    My  own  opinionf 
tH 


are  in  favour  of  our  own  times  in  many  respects,  but 

not  in  80  far  as  affords  means  for  exercising  the 

imagination,  or  exciting  the  interest  which  attaches 

to  other  times.    I  am  glad  to  be  a  writer  or  a  reader  in 

1626,  but  I  would  be  most  interested  in  reading  or 

relating  what  happomHl  from  half  a  century  to  a 

century  before.    VVc  have  the  best  of  it.    Scenes  in 

which  our  ancestors  thought  deeply,  acted  fiercely, 

and  diud  de8i)eralely,  arc  to  us  (ales  to  divert  the 

tedium  of  a  winter's  evening,  when  we  are  engaged 

to  no  party,  or  beguile  a  summer's  morning,  wnen  it 

is  too  scorching  to  ride  or  walk. 

Yet  I  do  not  mean  that  my  essays  and  narratives 

should  be  limited  to  Scotland.    I  pledge  myself  to  no 

particular  line  of  subjects;  but,  on  tlie  contrary,  say 

with  Burns, 

Perl  lap*  it  may  turn  out  a  lanr, 
Periiajw  tum  out  a  termua. 

I  have  only  to  add,  by  way  of  postscript  to  these  pre- 
liminary cnapters,  that  I  have  had  recourse  to  Mo- 
liere's  recipe,  and  read  my  manuscript  over  to  my  old 
woman,  Janet  MacKvoy. 

The  dignity  of  being  consulted  delighted  Janet : 
and  Wilkic,  or  Allan,  would  have  made  a  capital 
sketch  of  her,  as  she  sat  upright  in  her  chair,  instead 
of  her  ordinary  lounging  posture,  knitting  her  stock- 
ing systematically,  as  if  she  meant  every  twist  of  her 
thread,  and  inclination  of  the  wires,  to  bear  burden  to 
the  cadence  of  in^  voice.  I  am  afraid,  too,  that  I  my- 
self felt  more  delight  than  I  ought  to  have  done  in  my 
own  composition,  and  read  a  little  more  oratorically 
than  I  should  have  ventured  to  do  before  an  auditor, 
of  whose  applause  I  was  not  so  secure.  And  the  re- 
sult did  not  entirt^Iy  encourage  my  plan  of  censorship. 
Janet  did  indeed  seriously  mcline  to  the  account  of 
my  previous  hfc,  and  bestowed  some  Highland  male- 
dictions more  emphatic  than  courteous  on  Christie 
Steele's  reception  of  a  "  shentlemans  in  distress," 
and  of  her  own  mistress's  house  too.  I  omitted  for 
certain  reasons,  or  greatly  abridged,  what  related  to 
herself.  But  when  I  came  to  treat  of  my  general 
views  in  publication,  I  saw  poor  Janet  was  entirely 
thrown  out,  though,  like  a  jaded  hunter,  panting, 
puffing,  and  short  of  wind,  she  endeavoured  at  least 
to  keep  up  with  the  chase.  Or  rather  her  perplexity 
made  her  look  all  the  while  like  a  deaf  person  asha- 
med of  his  infirmity,  who  does  not  understand  a  word 
you  are  saying,  yet  desires  you  to  believe  that  he  does 
understand  you^  and  who  is  extremely  jealous  that 
you  suspect  his  incapacity.  When  she  saw  that  some 
remark  was  necessary,  she  resembled  exactly  in  her 
criticism  the  devotee  who  pitched  on  the  "sweet 
word  Mesopotamia, "  as  the  most  edifying  note 
which  she  could  bnng  away  from  a  sermon.  She 
indeed  hastened  to  bestow  general  praise  on  what 
she  said  was  all  "very  fine:  but  ciiiefiy  dwelt  on 
what  I  had  said  about  Mr.  Timmerman,  as  she  was 

E leased  to  call  the  German  philosopher,  and  supposed 
e  must  he  of  the  same  descent  with  the  Highland 
clanof  M'Intyre,  which  signifies  Son  of  the  Carpen- 
ter. "And  a  fer>'  honourable  name  too^Shanet's 
own  mitherwas  a  M'Intyre." 

In  short,  it  was  plain  the  latter  part  of  my  intro- 
duction was  altogether  lost  on  poor  Janet ;  and  so, 
to  have  acted  ud  to  Moliere's  system,  I  should  have 
cancelled  the  wnqle,  and  written  it  anew.  But  I  do 
not  know  liow  it  is ;  I  retained,  I  suppose,  some  to- 
lerable opinion  of  my  own  compo«tion,  though 
Janet  did  not  comprehend  it,  and  felt  loath  to  re- 
trench those  (ielilahs  of  the  imagination,  as  Dryden 
calls  them,  the  tropes  and  figures  of  which  are  caviar 
to  the  multitude.  Besides,  I  hate  re-writing,  as  much 
as  Falstaff  did  paying  back--it  is  a  double  labour. 
So  I  determined  with  myself  to  consult  Janet,  in  fu- 
ture, only  on  such  tilings  as  were  within  the 
limits  of  ner  comprehension,  and  hazard  my  argu- 
ments and  my  rhetoric  on  the  public  without  her 
imprimatur.  I  am  pretty  sure  she  will  "  applaud  it 
done."  And  in  sucii  narratives  as  come  within  her 
range  of  thought  and  feeling,  I  shall,  as  I  first  in- 
tended, take  the  benefit  of  her  unsophisticated  iudg- 
ment,  and  attend  to  it  deferentially— that  ia,  when  it 
happens  not  to  be  in  peculiar  opposition  to  my  own ; 
for,  after  all,  I  say  with  Almanior— 
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Know  that  1  alone  am  king  of  me.  I  has  denied  a  pencil  when  she  placed  a  pen  in  my 

The  reader  has  now  my  who  and  my  whereabout,    hand,  I  will  endeavour  to  make  words  answer  Um 
the  purpose  of  the  work,  and  the  circumstances  un-   purpose  of  delineation. 


der  which  it  is  undertaken.  He  has  also  a  specimen 
of  the  author's  talents,  and  may  judge  for  nimseli; 
and  proceed,  or  send  oack  the  volume  to  the  book- 
seller, as  his  own  taste  shall  determine. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Mv.  €vo(txiigrs*8  0ccottiit  of  Jttcs.  3fkt|nme 

3Sal(oL 

The  moon,  were  slie  earthly,  no  nobler. 

CorloUaua. 

When  we  set  out  oi^  the  jolly  voyage  of  life,  what 
a  brave  fleet  there  is  around  us.  as  stretching  our 
fresh  canvass  to  the  breeze,  all  "  shipshape  and  Bris- 
tol fashion,"  pennons  flying,  music  playing,  cheering 
each  other  as  we  pass,  we  are  rather  amused  than 
alarmed  when  some  awkward  comrade  goes  right 
ashore  for  want  of  pilotage !— Alas !  when  the  voy- 
age is  well  spent,  and  we  look  about  us,  toil-worn 
mariners,  how  few  of  our  ancient  consorts  still  re- 
main in  sight,  and  they,  how  torn  and  wasted,  and, 
like  ourselves,  struggling  to  keep  as  long  as  pos^ble 
oflf  the  fatal  shore,  agamst  which  we  are  all  finally 
drifting! 

I  felt  this  verv  trite  but  melancholy  truth  in  all  Us 
force  the  other  day,  when  a  packet  with  a  black  seal 
arrived,  containing  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  my 
late  excellent  friend  Mrs.  Martha  Bethune  Balioi,  and 
marked  with  the  fatal  indorsation,  "  To  be  delivered 
according  to  address,  after  I  shall  be  no  more."    A 
letter  from  her  executors  accompanied  the  packet, 
mentioning  that  thev  had  found  in  her  will  a  oequest 
to  me  of  a  painting  of  some  value,  which  she  stated 
would  just  tit  the  space  above  my  cm)board,  and  fifty 
guineas  to  buy  a  nng.    And  thus  I  separated,  witn 
all  the  kindness  which  we  had  maintained  for  many 
years,  from  a  friend,  who,  thoush  old  enough  to  have 
Been  the  companion  of  my  mother,  was  yet,  in  gayety 
of  spirits^  and  admirable  sweetness  of  temper,  capa- 
ble of  bemg  agreeable,  and  even  animating  society, 
for  those  who  write  themselves  in  the  vaward  of 
youth ;  an  advantage  which  I  have  lost  for  these 
five-and-thtrty  years.    The  contents  of  the  packet  I 
had  no  difficulty  in  guessing,  and  have  partly  hinted 
at  them  in  the  last  chapter.  But  to  instruct  the  reader 
in  the  particulars,  ana  at  the  same  time  to  indulge 
myself  with  recalling  the  virtues  and  agreeable  quali- 
ties of  nfy  late  friend,  I  will  give  a  short  sketch  of 
her  manners  and  habits. 

Mrs.  Martha  Bethune  Balioi  was  a  person  of 
quality  and  fortune,  as  these  are  esteemed  in  Scot- 
land. Her  fonuly  was  ancient,  and  her  connexions 
honourable.  She  was  not  fond  of  specially  indicating 
her  exact  age.  but  her  juvenile  recollections  stretched 
backwards  till  before  the  eventful  year  1745 ;  and  she 
remembered  the  Highland  clans  being  in  possession 
of  the  Scottish  capital,  though  probably  only  as  an 
indistinct  vision.  Her  fortune,  mdependent  by  her 
father's  bequest,  was  rendered  opulent  by  the  death 
of  more  than  one  brave  brother,  who  fell  successive- 
ly in  the  service  of  their  country ;  so  that  the  family 
estates  became  vested  in  the  only  survivinf^  child  of 
the  ancient  house  of  Bethune  Balioi.  My  intimacy 
was  formed  with  the  excellent  lady  after  this  event, 
and  when  she  was  already  something  advanced  in 

She  inhabited,  when  in  Edinburgh,  where  she  re- 
sulariy  spent  tne  winter  season,  one  of  those  old 
hotels,  which,  till  of  late,  were  to  be  found  in  the 
aeighbourhooQ  of  the  Canonjgate,  and  of  the  Palace 
of  Holyrood-house,  and  which,  separated  from  the 
street,  now  dirty  and  vulgar,  by  paved  courts^  and 

gtrdens  of  some  extent,  madfe  amends  for  an  mdif- 
rent  access,  by  showing  something  of  aristocratic 
state  and  seclusion,  when  you  were  once  admitted 
within  their  precincts.  They  have  pulled  her  house 
down;  for,  indeed,  betwixt  building  and  burning, 
every  ancient  monument  of  the  Scottish  capital  is 
now  likely  to  be  utterly  demolished.  I  paused  on  the 
recollections  of  the  place,  however ;  and  since  nature 


Baliol's  Lodging,  so  was  the  mansion  named, 
reared  its  high  stack  of  chimneys,  among  which 
were  seen  a  turret  or  two,  and  one  of  those  small 
protecting  platforms  called  bartizans,  above  the  mean 
and  modem  buildings  which  line  the  south  side  of  the 
Canongate,  towards  the  lower  end  of  that  street,  and 
not  distant  from  the  palace.    A  portt  cochirt^  having 
a  wicket  for  foot  passengers,  was,  upon  due  occaaon, 
unfolded  by  a  lame  om  man,  tall,  grave,  and  thin, 
who  tenanted  a  hovel  beside  the  gate,  and  acted  as 
porter.    To  this  office  he  had  been  promoted  by  my 
friend's  charitable  feelings  for  an  old  soldier,  and 
partly  by  an  idea,  that  his  head,  which  was  a  very 
fine  one,  bore  some  resemblance  to  that  of  Garrick  in 
the  character  of  Lusignan.  He  was  a  man  saturnine, 
silent,  and  slow  in  his  proceedings,  and  would  never 
open  the  portt  cochhre  to  a  hackney  coach ;  indicating 
the  wicket  with  his  finger,  as  the  proper  passage  for 
all  who  came  in  that  obscure  vehicle,  which  was  not 
permitted  to  degrade  with  its  ticketed  presence  the 
dignity  of  BalioPs  Lodging.    I  do  not  think  this  pe- 
ciQianty  would  have  met  with  his  lady's  approbation, 
any  more  than  the  occasional  partiality  of  Lusisnan, 
or,  as  mortals  call  him,  Archy  Macready,  to  a  anm. 
But  Mrs.  Martha  Bethune  Balioi,  conscious  that,  in 
case  of  conviction,  she  could  never  have  prevaued 
upon  herself  to  dethrone  the  King  of  Palestine  fnnn 
the  stone  bench  on  which  he  sat  for  hoors^  knit- 
ting his  stocking,  refused,  by  accrediting  the  mtelU- 
Sence,  even  to  put  him  upon  his  trial ;  well  judging 
iiat  he  would  observe  more  wholesome  caution  uTbs 
conceived  his  character  unsuspected,  than  if  he  were 
detected,  and  suffered  to  pass  unpunished.    For  after 
aU,  she  said,  it  would  be  cruel  to  dismiss  an  old  Hi^- 
land  soldier  for  a  peccadillo  so  appropriate  to  ms 
country  and  profession. 

The  stately  gate  for  carriages,  or  the  humble  ac- 
commodation Tor  foot  passengers^  admitted  into  a 
narrow  and  short  passage,  running  between  two 
rows  of  lime-tree&  whose  green  foliage,  during  the 
spring,  contrasted  strangely  with  the  swart  com- 
plexion  of  the  two  walls  by  the  side  of  which  they 
grew.    This  access  led  to  the  front  of  the  houa^ 
which  was  formal  by  two  gable  ends,  notched,  and 
having  their  windows  adorned  with  heavy  architec- 
tural ornaments;  they  joined  each  other  at  ri^t 
angles ;  and  a  half  circular  tower,  which  contained 
the  entrance  and  the  staircase,  occupied  the  point  of 
junction,  and  rounded  the  acute  angle.  One  of  other 
two  sides  of  the  little  court,  in  which  there  was  just 
sufficient  room  to  turn  a  carriage,  was  occupied  by 
some  low  buildings  answering  the  purpose  of  offices ; 
the  other,  by  a  parapet  surrounded  by  a  higfaly-oma- 
mented  iron  railing,  twined  round  with  honeysnckk 
and  other  parasitical  shrubs,  which  permittedT the  eye 
to  peep  into  a  pretty  suburban  gard6n,eztending  down 
to  the  road  called  the  South  Back  of  the  Canongat& 
and  boasting  a  number  of  old  trees,  many  flowera,  and 
even  some  fruit.   We  must  not  forget  to  state,  that  the 
extreme  cleanliness  of  the  court-yard  was  such  as 
intimated  that  mop  and  pail  had  done  their  utmost 
that  favoured  spot,  to  atone  for  the  general  diit 


and  dinginess  of  the  quarter  where  the  preiniaes  wen 
situatecT 

Over  the  doorway  were  the  arms  of  Bethune  and 
Balioi,  with  various  other  devices  carved  in  stone; 
the  door  itself  was  studded  with  iron  nails,  and  fonn- 
ed  of  blad^  oak  ;  an  iron  rasp,*  as  it  was  called,  was 
placed  on  it,  instead  of  a  knocker,  for  the  purpose  of 
summoning  the  attendants.  He  who  usually  ap- 
peared at  the  summons  was  a  smart  lad,  in  a  nana- 
some  hvery,  the  son  of  Mrs.  Martha's  gardener  st 

*  The  incenioii*  Mr.  R.  Chambers's  Traditioiu  of  EdiahoKSS 
give  the  fotlowinff  account  of  the  forf  otteo  rasp  or  ri»{i. 

"  Tilt*  hoose  had  a  pin  or  ri*p  et  ttie  door,  imteed  of  the  leeiv 
modem  convenienoe,  a  knocker.  The  pin,  rendered  intefeetiiK 
by  the  figure  which  it  makei  in  Scottish  raiw,  waa  fovmed  of  a 
mnall  rod  of  iron,  twitted  or  notched,  which  was  placed  imt- 
pendicularly.  starting  out  a  little  from  the  door,  and  bote,  a 
small  ring  of  the  same  metal,  which  an  applieaat  for  admrt* 
tance  drew  rapidly  up  and  down  the  nkkM,  so  aa  to  prodacei 
grating  aound.  Sooaetimei  the  rod  was  siraplr  atrelched  i 
the  vUayini  hole,  a  eonireoient  aperture  throagh 
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Mount  Baliol.  Now  and  then  a  servant  fi;irl,  nicely 
but  plainly  dresaed,  and  fully  accoutred  with  stock- 
ings and  snoes,  would  perform  this  duty :  and  twice 
or  thrice  I  remember  being  admitted  by  BcnufTct 
himseiii  whose  exterior  looked  as  much  like  that  of 
a  clergyman  of  rank  as  the  butler  of  a  gentleman's 
£uniiy.  He  had  been  valet-de-chambre  lo  the  last 
Sir  Richard  Bethune  Baliol,  and  was  a  person  highly 
trusted,  by  the  present  lady.  A  full  stand,  as  it  is 
called  in  Scotland,  of  garments  of  a  dark  colour, 
sold  buckles  in  liix  shoes,  and  at  the  knees  of  his 
breechfcs,  with  his  hair  resularly  dressed  and  pow- 
dered, announced  hini  to  be  a  domestic  of  trust  and 
importance.     His  mistress  used  to  say  of  him, 

Hn'i  nd  and  cml, 
And  suttj  wdl  for  a  KTT^nt  witii  my  fortunes. 

As  no  one  can  escape  scandal,  some  said  that 
Beaufifcrt  made  a  rather  better  thini^of  the  place  than 
the  modesty  of  his  old  fashioned  wa.^es  would,  unas- 
siaud,  have  amounted  to.  But  the  man  was  always 
inery  civil  to  mc  He  had  been  long  in  the  family ; 
had  enjoyed  legacies,  and  laid  by  a  somethini?  of  his 
own,  upon  which  he  now  enjoys  ease  with  dij^nity, 
m  as  far  as  his  newly-married  wife,  Tibbie  Shortacres, 
will  permit  him. 

The  Lodfzinp;— Dearest  reader,  if  you  are  tired, 
pray  pass  over  the  next  four  or  five  pages— was  not 
by  any  means  so  large  as  its  external  appearance 
led  pcjple  to  conjecture.  The  interior  accuinmoda- 
U3  was  m'lch  cut  up  by  cross  walls  and  long  pas- 
cages^  and  that  neglect  of  ccononiizin:;  space  which 
characterizes  old  Scottish  architecture.  But  t  lero 
was  far  more  room  than  my  old  friend  required,  even 
▼hea  she  had,  as  was  often  the  caso,  four  or  five 
younse  cousins  under  her  protection;  and  I  believe 
auch  of  the  house  was  unocnipied.  Mrs.  Buthuno 
Bali--)!  never,  in  my  presence,  showed  herself  so  much 
ofTenJed,  ns  once  with  a  meddling  person  who  advi.s- 
ed  her  to  have  the  windows  of  these  supernumerary 
i^rtmonts  huilt  up,  to  save  the  tax.  She  said  in  ire, 
ibit,  wliilo  shelivcd.thc  lii'ht  of  God  should  visit  the 
~.oj5e  of  her  fathers;  and  while  she  had  a  penny, 
idng  and  countr}*  should  have  their  due.  Indeed, 
fbf-  was  punciiliouHly  loyal,  even  in  that  most  stag- 
shng  test  of  loyalty,  the  payment  of  imposts.  Mr. 
Beaatfet  told  me  he  was  ordered  to  offer  a  glass  of 
viae  to  the  person  who  collected  tlie  income  tax, 
aad  that  the  poor  man  was  so  overcome  by  a  recep- 
toa  so  unwoiitedly  generous,  that  he  had  well-nigh 
fainted  on  the  spot. 

Vou  cnrertMiby  a  mat te<i  anteroom  into  the  rating 
parlour,  filled  with  old-fashioned  furniture,  and  hunj? 
with  family  portraits,  which,  excepting  one  of  >Sir 
Bernard  Bethune,  in  James  the  Sixth^s  time,  said  to 
be  by  Jameson,  were  exceedingly  frightful.  A  sa- 
loon, as  it  was  called,  a  long  uarrow  chamber,  led 
oat  of  the  dinmg-parlour,  andserved  for  a  drawing- 
Rum.  It  was  a  pleasant  apartment,  looking  out 
Bpon  the  south  flank  of  HoUTood-hou.se,  the  gigan- 
tic slope  of  Arthur's  Seat,  and  the  girdle  of  lofty 
ndu,  callfxl  Salisbury  Crass;*  objects  so  rudely 
wild,  that  the  mind  can  hardly  conceive  them  to(  xist 
ia  the  \-icifiage  of  a  r»opulous  metropolis.  The  paint- 
ing of  the  saloon  came  from  abroad,  and  had  somr> 
w  ihcm  much  merit.  To  see  the  best  of  them,  how- 
tK?r.  you  muHi  be  itdmitted  into  the  very  penetralia  of 
'Ik  temple,  anti  allowed  to  draw  tlie  tapcstrv  at  the 
;ipp«r  end  of  the  saloon,  and  enter  Mrs.  Martha's 
own  special  dressing-room.  This  was  a  charming 
tpartm^nt,  of  which  it  would  bediffinilt  to  deseribe 
€•  form,  it  had  »«»  many  recesses  which  were  filled 
sp  with  shfJves  of  ebuny.  and  cabinets  of  japan  and 
•r  aiofu  ;  some  for  holding  books,  of  which  Mrs. 


.  emild  Uke  rofniHonRfl  of  thf  poninn  appljrin* ;  in  which 

•*«  It  «cl«d  tk\wo  a*  a  4Uinchion.    TIicm  weiv  nlmnat  ■II  dimi^ed 

itooiMscjr  JV9X*  aco,  whon  knr>ckeni  wem  fpnerally  mjb.<>titut- 

•4  M  awire  cnnt^vt.    But  knitckcm  at  thai  lime  did  not  Innf 

Wmttm  in  r^nuitf.  thtiucti  tlwr  hnv»  never  Iwcn  altoffi'thor  ifiiprr- 

mkA.  e%rn  b/  b^lU.  m  the  Old  Town.    Tht;  nomoarativp  mprit 

if  k»*ekf:rii  and  pinii  wm  for  a  Innf  timp  a  mibjert  of  doubts 

mA  manr  knockcra  ffot  Uwtir  hradv  twitted  uft  in  the  course  of 

•t  4wpute-  "--rii  AM8iuis*s  rratfirtou  of  Edinburgh. 

•  TTm  Iter.  Mr.  Bowles  deriTca  the  name  of  theM  crmr*.  «•  of 

te  Epi»eApal  eit/  in  tlw  waet  of  Enaland,  from  the  tame  root ; 

ha*.  HI  his  opiBioa.  which  he  venably  defeoda  and  illnatratea. 

imms  bssn  to*  aifss  of  draidaeal  l«ip|«. 


Martha  had  an  admirable  collection,  some  for  a  dis- 
play of  ornamental  china,  others  for  shells  and  simi- 
lar curiosities.  In  a  little  niche,  half  screened  by  a 
curtain  of  crimson  silk,  was  disposed  a  suit  of  tiltmg 
armour  of  bright  steel,  inlaid  w.th  silver,  which  had 
been  worn  on  some  memorable  occasion  by  Sir  Ber- 
nanl  Bethune,  already  mentioned;  while  over  the 
canopy  of  the  niche,  hung  the  broadsword  with 
which  her  father  had  attempted  to  elianpe  the  for- 
tunes of  Britain  in  171,'!,  and  the  .^pontoon  which  her 
elder  brothiT  bore  when  he  was  leading  on  a  company 
of  the  Black  Watciit  nt  Fontenoy. 

Tliere  v  ore  some  Italian  ami  Flc  mish  picturesof  ad- 
mitted authenticity,  a  few  genuine  bronzes  and  other 
objects  of  curiosity,  which  her  brothers  or  herself  had 
picked  up  while  aSroad.  In  short,  it  was  a  place  where 
the  idle  were  tcinpiod  to  become  studious,  the  studious 
to  grow  idle— where  the  grave  might  find  matter  to 
make  them  gav,  ami  the, gay  subjects  for  pravity. 

That  it  might  maintain  ^ome  title  to  its  name,  I 
must  not  forget  to  say,  that  the  lady's  dressing  room 
exhibited  a  superb  mirror,  framed  in  silver  filigree 
work  ;  a  beautiful  toilette,  the  cover  of  which  was  of 
Flanders  lace;  and  a  set  of  boxes  corrcf-ponding  in 
materials  and  work  to  the  frame  of  the  mirror. 

This  dressing  apparatus,  however,  was  mere  matter 
of  parade:  Mrs.  .Martha  Bethune  Baliol  always  went 
through  the  actual  duties  of  the  toilette  in  an  inner 
apartment,  which  corrtsnondod  with  her  sleeping- 
room  by  a  small  deiwhtffl  staircase.  There  were,  I 
believe,  imire  than  one  of  those  tumpikc  stairs,  as 
they  were  callwl^  about  the  house,  by  which  thepuDlic 
rooms,  ail  of  which  entered  through  each  other,  were 
accommodated  with  separate  and  independent  modes 
of  access.  In  the  little  boudoir  we  have  described, 
Mrs.  Martha  Baliol  had  her  choicest  meetings.  She 
kept  early  hours;  and  if  you  went  in  the  morning, 
you  must  not  reckon  that  space  of  day  as  extending 
beyond  three  o'lrlock,  or  four  at  the  utmost.  These 
vigilant  habits  were  attended  with  some  n.straint  on 
her  visiters,  but  they  were  indemnified  by  your  always 
finding  the  be^t  society,  and  tlie  best  information, 
which  was  to  be  had  for  the  day  in  the  Scottish 
capital.  Without  at  all  atUcting  the  blue  stocking, 
she  liked  1  ooks— they  aniuswl  her— and  if  the  authors 
were  persons  of  character,  she  thoucht  she  owed 
them  a  debt  of  civility,  which  she  loved  to  discharge 
by  personal  kindness.  When  she  gave  a  dinner  to  a 
small  party,  which  she  did  now  and  then,  she  had 
the  good  nature  to  look  for,  and  the  good  luck  to  dis- 
cover, what  sort  of  people  suited  each  other  best,  and 
chose  her  company  as  Duke  The.^eus  did  Ilis  hounds, 

matched  in  muuth  like  bell*, 

Each  under  each, I 

SO  that  every  guest  could  take  his  part  in  the  crj*; 
instead  of  one  mighty  Tom  of  a  fellow,  like  Dr. 
Johnson,  silencing  all  besides  by  the  tremendous 
depth  of  his  diapason.  On  such  occasions  she  af- 
forded ch^re  erquisf :  and  every  now  and  then  there 
was  sorne  dish  of  French,  or  even  Scottish  deriva- 
tion, which,  as  well  as  the  numerous  assortment  of 
rhift  extraordinairfSi  product;d  by  Mr.  BeaufTct,  gave 
a  sort  of  antique  and  foreign  air  to  the  entertainment, 
which  renderetl  it  more  interesting. 

It  was  a  great  thing  to  be  asked  to  such  parties, 
and  not  less  .so  to  be  invited  to  the  earlv  ronrrrsa- 
zinne,  which,  in  Kpite  of  fashion,  by  dint  of  the  best 
colTw,  the  finest  tea,  and  chna.ir.  mffi-  that  would 
have  called  tiie  dead  to  life,  she  contrived  now  and 
then  to  assemble  in  her  saloon  already  mentioned,  at 
thi!  unnatural  hour  of  eight  in  the  evening.  At  such 
limes,  the  cheerful  old  lady  seemed  to  enjoy  herself 
so  much  in  the  happiness  of  her  gne.'^ts,  that  they 
exertetl  themselves  in  turn  to  prolong  her  amuse- 
ment and  their  own  ;  and  a  certain  charm  was  ex- 
cit<»d  around,  seldom  to  be  met  with  in  parties  of 
pleasure,  and  which  was  found*  d  on  the  general  de- 
sire of  ever>' one  present  to  contribute  something  to 
the  common  amusement. 

♦  The  well-known  oricirinl  desipnation  of  thenllant  42dlte- 
fitmnnt  Beinit  Ww  flri>t  norpK  rai«eil  for  the  royal  aenioe  in  Um 
Hif  lilandv,  and  allowed  to  retain  their  national  verb,  they  were 
tliua  named  fhim  the  rontraiit  which  their  dark  tartana  Air- 
nithed  to  the  acarlet  and  white  of  the  other  ref  imentj. 

t  Staakipeara'a  Midiummer  Night'a  Dream,  ksX  W.  %^  \. 
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Bat  althoiigh  it  was  a  great  privilege  to  bo  ad-  for  the  materials  or  the  workmanship :  nay.  peihaps 

mittcd  to  wait  on  my  excellent  friend  in  the  morning,  she  was  a  little  profuse  in  this  species  of  display.    Bat 

or  be  invited  to  her  dinner  or  evening  parties.  I  she  wore  them  as  subordinate  matters,  to  which  the 

prized  s*iil  higher  the  ri^ht  which  I  had  acquired,  by  habits  of  being  constantly  in  high  life  rendered  her 

old  acquaintance,  of  visiting  Baliol's  Lodf^ng,  upon  indifferent ;  she  wore  them  because  her  rank  requffsd 

the  chance  of  finding  its  venerable  inhabitant  pre-  it,  and  thought  no  more  of  them  as  articles  of  finery, 

Faring  for  tea,  just  about  six  o'clock  ui  the  evening,  than  a  gentleman  dressed  for  dinner  thinks  of  his 

t  was  only  to  two  or  three  old  friends  that  she  per-  clean  linen  and  well-brushed  coat,  the  consciousness 

mittcd  this  freedom,  nor  was  this  sort  of  chancp-  of  which  embarrasses  the  rustic  beau  on  a  Sunday, 

party  ever  allowed  to  extend  itself  beyond  five  in  Now  and  then,  however,  if  a  gem  or  ornament 

number.    The  answer   to  those  who  came  later,  chanced  to  be  noticed  for  its  neauty  or  singularity,  the 

announced  that  the  company  was  filled  up  for  the  observation  usually  led  the  way  loan  entertaining  ac- 

evening ;  which  had  the  double  effect,  of  making  count  of  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  acquired, 

those  who  waited  on  Mrs.  Bethune  Baliol  in  this  un-  or  the  person  from  whom  it  had  descended  to  its  pre- 

ceremonious  manner  punctual  in  observing  her  hour,  sent  possessor.    On  such  and  similar  occasions  my 

and  of  adding  the  zest  of  a  little  difficulty  to  the  en-  old  friend  spoke  willingly,  which  is  not  uncommoOf 

joym^nt  of  the  party.  but  she  also,  which  is  more  rare,  spoke  remarkably 

It  more  frequently  happened  that  only  one  or  two  well,  and  had  in  her  little  narratives  concerning  fo- 
pcrsons  partook  of  this  refreshment  on  the  same  reign  parts,  or  former  days,  which  formed  an  interest- 
evening :  or,  supposing  the  case  of  a  single  gentle-  ing  part  of  her  conversation,  the  singular  art  of  di»- 
man,  Mrs.  Martha,  though  she  did  not  hesitate  to  missing  all  the  usual  protracted  tautology  respecting 
admit  him  to  her  boudoir,  after  the  privilege  of  the  time,  place,  and  circumstances,  which  is  apt  to  settle 
French  and  the  old  Scottish  sch<^ol,  took  care,  as  she  like  a  mist  upon  the  cold  and  languid  tales  of  ajge, 
used  to  say,  to  preserve  all  possible  propriety  by  com-  and  at  the  same  time  of  bringing  for^^'ard,  dwelhng 
manding  tne  attendance  of  her  principal  female  at-  upon,  and  illustrating,  those  incidents  and  characters 
tendant,  Mrs.  Alice  Lambskin,  who  might,  from  the  which  give  point  and  interest  to  the  storv. 
gravity  and  dignity  of  her  appearance,  nave  sufficed  She  had,  as  we  have  hinted,  travellco  a  good  deal 
to  matronizc  a  whole  boarding-school,  instead  of  one  in  foreign  countries;  for  a  brother,  to  whom  she  was 
maiden  ladv  of  eighty  and  upwards.  As  the  weather  much  attached,  had  been  sent  upon  various  missions 
permitted,  Mrs.  Alice  sat  duly  remote  from  the  com-  of  national  importance  to  the  continent,  and  she  had 
panyin  a  fauteuil  behind  the  projecting  chimney-piece,  more  than  once  embraced  the  opportunity  of  accom- 
or  in  the  embrasure  of  a  window,  and  prosecuted  in  panying  him.  This  furnished  a  great  adaition  to  the 
Carthusian  silence,  with  indefatigable  zeal,  a  piece  of  information  which  she  could  supply,  especially  during 
embroidery,  which  seemed  no  bad  emblem  of  eternity,  the  last  war,  when  the  continent  was  for  so  many 

But  I  have  neglected  all  this  while  to  introduce  my  years  hermetically  sealed  against  the  English  nation, 

friend  herself  to  the  reader,  at  least  so  far  as  words  But,  besides,  Mrs.  Bethune  Baliol  visited  distant  coun- 

can  convey  the  peculiarities  by  which  her  appearance  tries,  not  in  the  modem  fashion,  when  English  travel 

and  conversation  were  distinguished.  in  caravans  together,  and  see  in  Franco  and  Italy 

A  little  woman,  with  ordinary  fieatures,  and  an  or-  little  besides  the  same  society  which  they  might  have 
dinary  form,  and  hair,  which  in  youth  had  no  decided  enjoyed  at  home.  On  the  contrary,  she  mingled  when 
colour,  we  may  believe  Mrs.  Martha,  when  she  said  abroad  with  the  natives  of  those  countries  she  visited, 
of  herself  that  she  was  never  remarkable  for  personal  and  enjoved  at  once  the  advantage  of  their  society, 
charms ;  a  modest  admission,  which  was  readily  con-  and  the  pleasure  of  comparin«^  it  with  that  of  Britain, 
firmed  by  certain  old  ladies,  her  contemporaries,  who.  In  the  course  of  her  becoming  habituated  with  fo- 
whatever  might  have  been  the  youthful  advantages  reign  manners,  Mrs.  Bethune  Baliol  had,  perhaps 
which  they  more  than  hinted  had  be«i  formerly  their  acquired  some  slight  tincture  of  them  herselt.  Yet  I 
own  share,  were  now,  in  personal  appearance,  as  well  was  always  persuaded,  that  the  peculiar  vivacity  of 
as  in  every  thinx  else,  far  inferior  to  mv  accomplished  look  and  manner— the  pointed  ana  appropriate  act:(m 
fiiend.  Mrs.  Martha's  features  had  been  of  a  kind  with  which  she  accompanied  what  she  said-  the  use 
which  might  be  said  to  wear  well ;  their  irregularity  of  the  gold  and  gemme«l  tabatltrt^  or  rather  I  should 
was  now  of  little  consequence,  animated  as  they  were  say  honbonni>.rt^  (for  she  took  no  snuff,  and  the  little 
by  the  vivacity  of  her  conversation ;  her  teeth  were  box  contained  only  a  few  pieces  of  candied  angelics, 
excellent,  and  her  eyes,  although  inclining  to  gray,  or  some  such  lady-like  sweetmeat,)  were  of  real  old- 
were  lively,  laughing,  and  unuimmed  by  time.  A  fashioned  Scottish  growth,  and  such  as  might  have 
■light  shade  of  complexion,  more  brilliant  than  her  graced  the  tea-table  of  SiiBannah,  Countess  of  Eg- 
years  promised,  subjected  my  friend  amongst  stran-  linton,*  the  patroness  of  Allan  Ramsay,  or  of  tfis 

gers  to  the  suspicion  of  having  stretched  her  fort'ign  Hon.  Mrs.  Colonel  Ogilvy,  who  was  another  mirror 

abits  as  far  as  the  prudent  touch  of  the  rouge.    But  by  whom  the  maidens  or  Auld  Reekie  were  rraiiired 

it  was  a  calumny :  for  when  telling  or  listening  to  an  to  dress  themselves.    Although  well  acquainted  with 

interesting  and  affecting  stor>',  I  have  seen  her  colour  the  customs  of  other  countries,  her  manners  had  been 

come  and  go  as  if  it  played  on  the  cheek  of  eighteen.  •  Stunannah  Kmnody.  dauirhtcr  of  Sir  Archibald  Kennedj  or 

Her  hair,  whatever  its  former  deficiencies,  was  now  Culienn,  Bart,  by  Eii«abeth  Le«iy.  diurhier  of  narid  Lort 

fhn  mnat  >w>niitifiil  whitP  thnt  tiniP  miilrl  hlrnrh   nrxA  Newark,  third  wife  iif  Alexander  Sth   Earl  of  EflintMi,  aM 

ine  most  Deauiirui  wniie  inai  ume  couia  pieacn,  ana  „„^,,^r  „f  „,^  ,o„,  ^^^  „j,,  Earia.   8he  «ur^i>-©d  hrr  huband, 

was  disposed  with  some  dearee  of  pretension,  though  y,x\o  died  1729.  no  ton  than  fifty  wrai  yrarw,  and  dii»d  Marck 

m  the  simplest  manner  possible,  so  as  to  appear  neatly  nso,  in  her  Sim  year.    Allan  RamKay'i  Gentle  Shcplierd,  ptib> 

smoothed  under  a  cap  of  Flanders  lace,  of  an  old-  •«»'>"'<'  in  nse,  ii  dedicated  lo  her,  in  ver»e,  by  lumilton  of 

fashioncjl,  but,  as  I  thought,  of  a  vtr>'  handsome  ^jICT^,,,,^.!^^  ...count  of  thi.  di.tin^i.hcd  lady  ia  take 

form,  which  undoubtedly  has  a  name,  and  I  would  fr„ni  Bonwell'*  Life  of  Johnson  by  Mr.  treker. 

endeavour  to  recur  to  it,  if  I  thought  it  would  make  "  Lady  Margaret  Dalrymple.  only  douehicr  of  John  Earl  ef 

my  description  a  bit  more  intelligible.    I  think  I  have  Stair,  mamed  •n>7o\»oH««h.  third  Eari^of  i^udoini.  i?hj 

k^-wj  u.>..  Bo.F  tk^oA  raur«,.«;t<.  ««rwo  k.#1  Kaon  N<ii-  «irt  d>***  »n  '777.  aped  cnt  hyndred.    Of  this  venetable  lady,  and  er 

heard  her  say  these  favourite  caps  had  been  her  mo-  thecountew  of  ExllntMune.  whom  Johnwn  vwited  n^-xt  day. 

ther  s,  and  had  come  in  fashion  with  a  peculiar  kind  he  ihu«  Hoeaka  in  hm  Jonrwy.—'  Lenfth  of  lifo  is  diatntmiffd 

of  wig  used  by  the  gentlemen  about  the  time  of  the  impartially  to  very  different  modes  of  life,  in  very  diflrmi 

battle  of  Ramillies.  The  rest  of  her  dress  was  always  «"">»'•■  =  i°;!i,"'°rf!r**"rJ,'ri"f  JJiriXHSJid  ^S'lUiT.SL'S 

»u            *i    ^^A  A'.^»i^,^.\^\^^Ji  ^...^»<.:»ii..  :n  «k«  n.rnn  than  Uie  Low  lanas,  wiiere  i  was  introoaeed  to  two  laoMBOT 

rather  costly  and  dlsUngillshed.  especially  in  the  even-  ,,4^^  quality,  one  of  whom  (Lady  Loudoun)  in  hrr  ninety-flHirtli 

mg.     A  silk  or  sann  gown  of  some  colour  becoming  jear.  presided  at  tier  table  with  the  full  exercuw  of  all  haf 

her  ogc,  and  of  a  form,  which,  though  complying  to  powers ;  and  Uie  oUier,  (Lady  Ef lintoune.)  had  attained  bir 

n  r^^rrnin  At^arM^  with  thp  nrpspnt  fnahinn  had  nlwava  eiirhty-fourlh  year,  without  any  diminution  of  lier  viTacity.  tat 

a  certain  degree  with  tne  Present  '« JP*?"Ji»^  "*r:"P  liule  reason  to  accuse  time  of  depredaiiooa  on  her  beauty.'  - 

a  reference  to  some  more  distant  period,  was  garnish-  •           •           *           •           •            • 

ed  with  triple  rulBes;  her  shoes  had  diamond  buckles,  *•  Lady  Eflintoune.  though  she  was  now  in  her  «iKhtr4irai 

and  were  raised  a  little  at  heel,  an  advantage  which,  roar,  and  had  liwd  in  the  retiremrnt  of  thecountiy  foraiMl 

pos9«8«d  in  her  youth,  .be  «11ck«1  her  siic  would  not  bi,t5S'i;7iJ^?r'i'lU;f  5S*55'irZSi»1IS,"JMf 

permit  her  to  forego  in  her  old  age.  Sbo  always  wore  the  conaeiousneas  of  such  birth  inspires.    Bar  flgura  was  wf 

rings,  braceletSi  and  other  ornaments  of  value,  ether  jeatie,  bar  nannera  hicb*bred,  her  nading  axtiatttv.  and  k« 
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chiefly  formed  in  her  own,  at  a  time  when  great  folk 
Ifred  within  little  space,  and  when  the  distrnguiehed 
names  of  the  highest  society  gave  to  Edinhargh  the 
telatt  which  we  now  endeayour  to  derive  from  the  un- 
boonded  eipense  and  extended  circle  of  our  pleasures. 
I  waa  more  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  by  the  pecu- 
Ilirity  of  the  dialect  which  Mrs.  Baliol  used.  It  was 
Soottiah,  decidedly  Scottish,  often  containing  phrases 
and  words  little  used  in  the  present  day.  JBut  then 
her  tone  and  mode  of  pronunciation  were  as  diiierent 
from  the  usual  accent  of  the  ordinary  Scotch  jpo^ow, 
18  the  accent  of  St.  James's  is  firom  that  of  Bulings- 
gate.  The  vowels  were  not  pronoimced  much  broad- 
er than  in  the  Italian  language,  and  there  was  none 
of  the  disagreeable  drawl  which  is  so  ofTensiye  to 
southern  ears.  In  short,  it  seemed  to  be  the  Scottish 
18  sDoken  by  the  ancient  court  of  Scodand,  to  which 
DO  idea  of  vulgarity  could  be  attached;  and  the  Uvelv 
manner  and  gestures  with  which  it  was  accompaniea, 
were  so  completely  in  accord  with  the  sound  of  the 
voice  and  the  style  of  talking,  that  I  cannot  assign 
them  a  different  origin.  In  long  derivation,  perhaps 
the  manner  of  the  Scottish  court  might  have  been 
origioally  formed  on  that  of  France,  to  which  it  had 
certainly  some  affinity;  but  I  will  live  and  die  in  the 
beliei;  that  those  of  Mrs.  BaUoI,  as  pleasing  as  they 
were  peculiar,  came  to  her  by  direct  descent  from  the 
high  dames  who  anciently  adorned  with  their  pre- 
,     lence  the  royal  halls  of  Holyrood. 


CHAPTER  VII. 
litf.  3BaUal  asstets  Mr.  Ctoftsngcs  Cii  ftfs  %U 
tetarj  Speculattons. 

Such  as  I  hare  described  Mrs.  Bethune  BalioL  the 
leader  will  easily  believe  that  when  I  thought  or  th^ 
miseellaneoua  nature  of  my  woik,  I  rested  upon  the 
mfbrmaiion  she  possessed,  and  her  communicative 
disposition,  as  one  of  the  principal  supports  of  my 
ooierprise.  Indeed,  she  by  no  means  cusapproved  of 
nfpropoaed  publication,  though  expressing  herself 
very  doubtful  now  far  she  could  personally  assbt  it 
-7a  doubt  which  might  be  perhaps  set  down  to  a 
little  lady-like  coquetry,  which  required  to  be  sued 
fin-  the  boon  she  was  not  unwilling  to  grant  Or, 
perhapa,  the  gocMl  old  lady,  conscious  that  her  un- 
oaiil  term  of  years  muat  soon  draw  to  a  close,  pre- 
fined  bequeatning  the  materials  in  the  shape  of  a 
legacy,  to  subjectmg  them  to  the  judgment  of  a  cri- 
tical public  during  her  life-time. 

Many  a  time  1  need,  in  our  conversations  of  the 

Canongate,  to  rosume  my  request  of  assistance,  from 

a  sense  that  my  fHend  was  the  most  valuable  depo- 

■tory  of  Scottiah  traditions  that  was  probably  now 

to  be  found.    This  was  a  subject  on  which  my  mind 

wu  so  much  made  up,  that  when  I  heard  her  carry 

her  description  of  manners  so  far  back  beyond  her 

cMvarMtion  elegant  She  had  been  the  edmiratioii  of  the  gay 
eirelet  or  life,  and  the  patroneM  of  poeti.  Dr.  Johnion  wai 
Mti^tMl  with  hie  reception  here.  Her  iirinciplee  in  chureh 
■ad  Mate  were  oongenial  with  hii.  She  knew  all  hit  merit, 
aad  had  beard  ranch  of  him  fh>m  her  son,  Earl  Alexander,  who 
lewed  to  ealtiTate  the  ae<iaaintaiice  of  men  of  talenta  in  eirerr 


"  la  the  conree  of  oar  conYemtlon  thia  day,  it  came  oat  that 
yady  Erlintoune  wn  married  the  year  before  Dr  Johnaon  waa 
bora ;  apoo  which  ihe  fraeioaaly  laid  to  him,  that  ahe  might 
iM«e  been  hia  mother,  and  that  ahe  now  adopted  him ;  and 
when  we  were  going  away,  ahe  embraced  him,  aaying, '  My 
dear  too,  farewell  i'  My  fKend  waa  roach  pleaaed  with  thia 
ity'a  entertainment,  and  owned  that  I  had  done  well  to  force 
Umoet" 

•  ••••• 

''At  Sir  Alexander  Dick'a,  from  that  abaenoe  of  mind  to 
which  every  man  ia  at  timea  mibject,  I  told,  in  a  blundering 
■Ufler,  Lady  Eglbitottoe'a  complimentary  adoption  of  Dr. 
Jeiiasoa  a«  her  son  :  for  I  unfortnnateiy  atated  that  her  lady- 
■Rip  adopted  him  aa  ner  aon,  in  consequence  of  her  having  been 
■uncd  the  year  vAer  he  was  bom.  Dr.  Johnaon  inatantly  cor- 
racted  me.  ^  Sir,  don't  yoa  perceive  that  you  are  defaming  the 
voantesaT  For,  anppoaing  me  to  be  her  son,  and  that  she  waa 
■ot  married  till  the  year  after  my  birth,  I  must  have  been  her 
wi^ttl  son.*  A  young  lady  of  quality  who  was  present,  very 
Mndramely  aaid. '  Might  not  the  son  have  justified  the  fkult?' 
My  fhend  was  mncli  flattered  by  thia  compliment,  which  he 
•■ver  forgot.  When  in  more  than  ordinary  apirita,  and  talking  of 
nis  jevney  in  Soottand,  he  hoa  called  to  roe. '  Boswell,  what  waa 
it  that  the  yoaru;  ladv  of  quality  said  of  me  at  Sir  Alexander 
Diek's  r   Nobody  wUl  doubt  that  I  was  happy  in  repeating  it" 


own  time,  and  deseribe  how  Fletcher  of  Salton 
spoke,  how  Graham  of  Claverhouse  danced,  what 
were  the  jewels  worn  by  the  fiunous  Duchess  of 
Lauderdale^  and  how  she  came  by  them,  I  could  noC 
help  tellinj^  her  I  thought  her  aome  fairy,  who  cheated 
us  by  retaining  the  appearance  of  a  mortal  of  our 
owii  day,  when,  in  fact,  she  had  witnessed  the  revo- 
lutions of  centuries.  She  was  much  diverted  when  I 
required  her  to  take  some  solemn  oath  that  she  had 
not  danced  at  the  balls  given  by  Mary  of  Eate,  when 
her  unhappy  husband*  occupied  Holyrood  in  a  spe- 
cies of  honourable  banishment ;— or  aaked,  whether 
she  could  not  recollect  Charles  the  Second,  when  ha 
came  to  Scotland  in  1660,  and  did  not  possess  some 
slight  recollections  of  the  bold  usurper,  who  drove 
him  beyond  the  Forth. 

"  Beaueounn,"  she  said,  laughmg,  "none  of  these 
do  I  remember  personally;  but  you  must  know  there 
has  been  wonderfully  httle  change  on  my  natural 
temjMr  from  youth  to  age.  From  which  it  follows, 
cousin,  that  being  even  now  something  too  young  in 
spirit  for  the  years  which  Time  has  marked  me  in 
hia  calendar,  1  waa,  when  a  girl,  a  little  too  old  for 
thoae  of  my  own  standing,  and  aa  much  inclined  at 
that  period  to  keep  the  society  of  elder  persons,  as  I 
am  now  disposed  to  admit  the  company  of  gay  young 
fellows  of  fifty  or  sixty  like  yourself  rather  than  col- 
lect about  me  all  the  octcwenarians.  Now,  although 
I  do  not  actually  come  m>m  Elfland,  and  therefore 
cannot  boaat  any  personal  knowledge  of  the  great 
peraonages  you  inauire  about,  yet  I  nave  seen  and 
heard  those  who  knew  them  well  and  who  have 
given  me  as  distinct  an  account  of^  them  as  I  could 
give  you  myself  of  the  Empress  Queeni  or  Frederick 
of  Prussia :  and  I  will  frankly  add.*'  said  she,  laugh- 
ing and  onering  her  bonbonnth'et  that  I  hate  heard 
so  much  of  the  years  which  immediately  succeeded 
the  Revolution,  that  I  sometimes  am  apt  to  confuse 
the  vivid  descriptionB  fixed  on  mv  memory  by  the 
frequent  and  animated  recitatbn  or  othera,  for  thinga 
which  I  myself  have  actually  witnessed.    I  caught 

myself  but  yesterday  describing  to  Lord  M the 

riding  of  the  last  Scottish  Parliament,  with  aa  much 
minuteness  as  if  I  had  seen  it,  aa  my  mother  did, 
from  the  balcony  in  front  of  Lord  Moray's  Lodging 
in  the  Canongate." 

"  I  am  sure  you  must  have  given  Lord  M a 

high  treat." 

I  treated  him  to  a  hearty  laugh,  I  believe,"  ahe 
replied ;  "  but  it  is  you,  you  vile  seducer  of  youth, 
who  lead  me  into  such  follies.    But  I  will  be  on  my 

fuard  against  my  own  weakness.  I  do  not  weO 
now  if  the  wandering  Jew  is  supposed  to  have  a 
wife^  but  I  should  be  sorry  a  decent  middle-aged 
Scottish  gentlewoman  should  be  suspected  of  identity 
with  such  a  supernatural  person." 

"  For  all  that,  I  must  torture  you  a  little  more,  ma 
belle  eotmne,  with  my  interrogatories ;  for  how  shall 
I  ever  turn  author  unices  on  the  strength  of  the  in- 
formation which  you  have  so  often  procured  me  on 
the  ancient  state  of  maimers  V* 

"  Stay,  I  cannot  allow  you  to  give  your  points  of 
inquiry  a  name  so  very  venerable,  if  I  am  expected  to 
answer  them.  Ancient  is  a  term  for  antediluviana. 
You  may  catechise  me  about  the  battle  of  Flodden, 
or  ask  particulars  about  Bruce  and  Wallace,  under 
pretextof  curiosity  after  ancient  mannera;  and  that 
last  subject  woula  wake  my  Baliol  blood,  you  know." 

"  WeO,  but,  Mrs.  BaUol,  suppose  we  settle  our  era : 
—you  do  not  call  the  accession  of  James  the  Sixth  to 
the  kingdom  of  Britain  very  ancient  V* 

*'  Umph  I  no,  cousin— I  think  I  could  tell  you  more 
of  that  than  folk  now-a-days  remember,— for  in- 
atance,  that  as  James  was  trooping  towards  Eng- 
land, ba^  and  baggage,  hia  journey  was  stopped  near 
Cockenzie  by  meeting  the  funeral  of  the  Earl  of  Win- 
ton,  the  old  and  futluul  servant  and  follower  of  hia 
ill-fated  mother,  poor  Mary !  It  was  an  ill  omen  for 
the  in/are^  and  so  was  seen  of  it,  couan."t 

*  The  Dokeof  York,  afterwards  Jamea  IL.  ft«qnaatly  resided 
in  Holyrood-hooae.  when  his  religion  rendered  liim  an  objeot 
of  suspicion  to  the  English  Parliament 

t  The  incident  here  alluded  to  is  Uraa  narrated  bv  Niehola. 
"  The  fkmily"  <of  Wlnton)  "  owed  ita  first  elevauon  to  the 
onion  of  0ir  Chriatopbar  Saton  with  a  aiater  of  King  Robert 


so 
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I  did  not  chooM  tojproeeeute  this  subject,  well 
knowing  Mn.  Bethone  Baliol  did  not  like  to  be  much 
pressed  on  the  subject  of  the  Stewarts,  whose  mis- 
fortunes ^e  pitied,  the  rather  that  her  father  had 
espoused  their  cause.  And  yet  her  attachment  to 
the  present  dynasty  being  very  sincere,  and  even 
ardent  more  especially  as  ner  family  had  served  his 
late  Majesty  both  in  peace  and  war,  she  experienced 
a  Utile  embarrassment  in  reconciling  her  opinions  re- 
specting the  exiled  family,  with  those  she  entertained 
for  the  pcesenL  In  fact,  like  many  an  old  Jacobite, 
^e  was  contented  to  be  somewhat  inconsistent  on 
the  subject,  comforting  herseU;  that  now  every  thing 
stood  as  it  ought  to  do,  and  that  there  was  no  use  in 
looking  back  narrowly  on  the  right  or  wrong  of  the 
matter  half  a  century  ago. 

**  The  Highlandsi^'  I  suggested,  "  should  furnish 
you  with  ample  subjects  oTrecollection.  You  have 
witnessed  the  complete  change  of  that  primeval 
country,  and  have  seen  a  race  not  far  removed  from 
the  earliest  period  of  society,  melted  dovm  into  the 
great  mass  of  civilization ;  and  that  could  not  happen 
without  incidents  striking  in  themselves,  and  cunous 
as  chapters  in  the  history  of  the  human  race." 

"  It  IS  very  true,"  said  Mrs.  Baliol ;  "  one  would 
think  it  should  have  struck  the  observers  greatlv,  and 
yet  it  scarcely  did  so.  For  me,  I  was  no  Highlander 
myseUl  and  the  Highland  chiefs  of  old,  of  whom  I 
certainly  knew  several,  had  little  in  their  manners  to 
distinguish  them  from  the  Lowland  sentry,  when 
they  mixed  in  sodet  v  in  Edinburgh,  and  assumed  the 
Lowland  dress.  Tneir  peculiar  character  was  for 
the  clansmen  at  home ;  and  you  must  not  imagine 
that  they  swaggered  about  in  plaids  and  broadswords 
at  the  Cro8&  or  came  to  the  Assembly-Rooms  in 
bonnets  and  kilts." 

"  I  remember,"  said  I.  "  that  Swift,  in  his  Journal, 
tells  Stella  he  had  dined  in  the  house  of  a  Scots  no- 
bleman, with  two  Highland  chiefs,  whom  he  had 
found  as  well-bred  men  as  he  had  ever  met  with."* 

"Very  likely,"  said  my  friend.  " The  extremes  of 
society  approach  much  more  closely  to  each  other 
than  perhaps  the  Dean  of  Saint  Patrick's  expected. 
The  savage  is  always  to  a  certain  degree  polite.  Be- 
sides, going  always  armed,  and  having  a  very  punc- 
tilious idea  of  their  own  gentility  and  conseauence,  they 
usually  behaved  to  each  other,  and  to  the  lowlanders, 
vrith  a  good  deal  of  formal  politeness,  which  sometimes 
evenprocured  them  the  character  of  insincerity." 

"  Falsehood  belongs  to  an  early  period  of  society, 
as  well  as  the  deferential  forms  which  we  style  po- 
liteness," I  replied.  "  A  child  does  not  see  the  least 
moral  beauty  in  truth,  until  he  has  been  flogged  half- 
a-dozen  times.  It  is  so  easy,  and  apparently  so  na- 
tural, to  deny  what  you  cannot  be  easily  convicted  ofj 
that  a  savage  as  well  as  a  child  lies  to  excuse  him- 
self;  almost  as  instinctively  as  he  raises  his  hand  to 

Erotect  his  head.  The  old  saying,  *  confess  and  be 
anged,'  carries  much  argument  m  it  I  observed  a 
remark  the  other  day  in  old  Birrel.  He  mentions 
that  M'Grei^or  of  Glenstrae  and  some  of  his  people 
had  surrendered  themselves  to  one  of  the  Earls  of 
Argyle,  upon  the  express  condition  that  they  should 
be  conveyed  safe  into  England.  The  Maccallan 
Mhor  of  the  day  kept  the  word  of  promise,  but  it  was 
only  to  the  ear.  He  indeed  sent  his  captives  to  Ber- 
wick, where  they  had  an  airing  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Tweed,  but  it  was  under  the  custody  of  a  strong 
guard,  by  whom  they  were  brought  back  to  Edin- 

Brooe.  With  Ktnf  June*  TI.  they  acquired  creat  favour,  who, 
havinr  created  hia  broUier  Eart  of  DanfermTiiK'  in  ISM,  made 
lU^rt,  Mventh  Lord  Setoo,  Earl  of  Winton  in  1600.  Before  the 
Kinc*a  aecoMion  to  the  Eiifflith  throne,  hia  Majesty  and  the 
Qaeen  were  frequently  at  Seton,  where  the  Earl  kept  a  Tery 
hoipitable  table,  at  which  all  foreigners  of  quality  were  enter- 
tained on  their  vliita  to  ScoUand.  Hii  Lordship  died  in  1603, 
and  wa«  buried  on  the  Sth  of  April,  on  tho  very  day  the  King 
loft  Edinburgh  for  England.  Hit  Majeaty,  we  are  told,  wta 
pleated  to  re<t  himaelf  at  the  aouth*we«t  round  of  Uie  orchard 
of  Seton,  on  the  highway,  till  the  Aineral  wai  over,  that  he 
miftit  not  withdraw  the  noble  company  ;  and  be  aaid  that  be 
had  loat  a  food,  faithful,  and  loyal  subject." 

Nichols'  Progresses  m  K.  James  L  Vol.  IJI.  p.  306. 

*  ExnucT  OP  Journal  to  Stella. —"  I  dined  to-day  (I9th 
Mmh,  nis.)  with  Lord  Treasurer  and  two  ceotlemen  of  Um 
Highlands  of  Beotland,  yet  very  polite  oseo." 

Swirra  Works,  VtiL  IIL  p.  7.  £dta.  1«94. 


many  of  the  Highland  chiefs  whom  I  knew  in  former 
days  had  been  brought  up  in  France,  which  might 
improve  their  poUteness,  though  perhaps  it  did  not 
amend  their  sinceritv.  But  considering,  that,  belong- 
ing to  the  depressed  and  ddeated  fiacuon  in  the  state, 
they  were  compelled  sometimes  to  use  dissimulatioii, 
you  must  set  thdr  uniform  fidelity  to  their  friends 
against  their  occasional  falsehood  to  their  enenues,afld 
then  you  will  not  judge  poor  John  Highlandman  too 
severely.  HHney  were  in  a  state  of  society  where  bright 
lights  are  strongly  contrasted  with  deep  shadows. 

"It  is  to  that  point  I  would  bring  you,  ma  htUt 
coimn^,— and  therefore  they  are  most  proper  subjects 
for  composition." 

"And  you  want  to  turn  composer,  my  good  fiiend, 
and  set  my  old  tales  to  some  popular  tunel  But 
there  have  been  too  many  composes,  if  that  be  the 
word,  in  the  field  before.  The  Hiehlandsircre  indeed  a 
rich  mine ;  but  they  have^  I  thmk,  been  fairly  wroos^t 
out,  as  a  good  tune  is  grmded  into  vulgarity  when  it 
descends  to  the  hurdy-surdy  and  the  barrel-organ." 

"If  it  be  really  tune,,'^I  replied,  "  it  will  recover  its 
better  qualities  when  it  gets  into  the  hands  of  better 
artists." 

"Umphf"  said  Mrs.  Baliol^  tapping  her  box,  "we 
are  happy  in  our  owtl  good  opinion  this  evening,  Hr. 
Croftan^.  And  so  you  think  you  can  restore  the 
gloss  to  the  tartan,  which  it  has  lost  by  being  dxi^- 
ged  through  so  many  fingers  1" 

"  With  your  assistance  to  procure  matemki  my 
dear  ladv,  much,  I  think,  may  be  done." 

"  Well— I  must  do  my  best,  I  suppose ;  though  all 
I  know  mbout  the  Gael  is  but  of  little  consequence^ 
Indeed,  I  gathered  it  chiefly  from  Donald  MacLosh.** 

"And  who  might  Donald  MacLeish  beT' 

"  Neither  barn  nor  sennachi&  I  assure  you,  nor 
monk  nor  hermit  the  approved  authorities  for  old 
traditions.  Donaui  was  as  good  a  postilion  as  ever 
drove  a  chaise  and  pair  between  Glencroe  and  Invp- 
rary.  I  assure  you,  when  I  give  you  mv  Highland 
anecdotes,  you  will  hear  much  of  Donakf  MacLeish. 
He  was  Alice  Lambskin's  beau  and  mine  throngh  a 
long  Highland  tour." 

'^ut  when  am  I  to  possess  these  anecdotes  7— yoa 
answer  me  as  Harley  did  poor  Prior— 

Let  that  be  done  which  Mat  doth  say. 
'  Yea.'  quoth  the  Earl,  '  but  not  to-day.'  *' 

"  Well,  man  beau  cousin^  if  you  begin  to  remind  me 
of  niy  cruelty,  I  must  remind  you  it  has  struck  nine 
on  the  Abbey  clock,  and  it  is  time  you  were  going 
home  to  Little  Croftangry.    For  my  promise  to  asast 

Sour  antiquarian  researcnes,  be  assin^,  I  will  one 
ay  keep  it  to  the  utmost  extent  It  shall  not  be  a 
Highlandman's  promise,  as  your  old  citizen  calls  it" 
I  by  this  time  suq>ected  the  purpose  of  my  friemf  s 
procrastination ;  and  it  saddened  my  heart  to  reflect 
that  I  was  not  to  get  the  information  which  I  desired, 
excepting  in  the  shape  of  a  legacy.  I  found  acoord- 
inely,  in  the  packet  transmitted  to  me  after  the  ez- 
ccllent  lady's  death,  several  anecdotes  reiroecting  tbs 
Highlands,  from  which  I  have  selected  that  whicfa 
follows,  chiefly  on  account  of  its  possessing  great 
power  over  the  feelings  of  my  critical  housdieqier, 
Janet  M'Evoy,  who  wept  most  bitterly  when  I  read 
it  to  her. 

It  is,  however,  but  a  very  simple  tale,  and  may  have 
no  interest  for  persons  beyond  Janet's  rank  of^life  or 
understanding. 

t  The  S  of  Octr :  (1603)  Allaster  MaeGregor  of  Glenstrae  teas 
bo  the  laird  Arkynles,  bot  escapit  esaine ;  bot  after  taken  bs 
the  Earle  of  Argyll  tlie  i  of  Januarii,  and  brouaht  to  Edr  tbef 
of  Jaouar:  IMM,  wt:  18  mae  of  he^  fricndes  MacGregon.  Bs 
wes  convoyit  to  Berwick  be  Uie  gaird,  conform  to  the  Earlsli 

Rromcs  ;  for  he  promesit  to  put  him  out  of  Scottis  imind :  9M 
e  kcipit  an  Hieland man's  promos,  in  respect  he  sent  the  i^yrd 
to  convoy  him  out  of  Scottis  frund  ;  bot  ;rai  wvr  not  directit  la 
pairt  wt:  him,  bot  to  fetche  him  bak  ofaine.  Th^  is  of  Jannar. 
tie  came  at  evin  againe  to  Edinhur;rhe  ;  and  upone  the  91  day, 
he  was  hanvit  at  the  erosse,  and  u  of  his  freindes  and  luuaa, 
upon  ane  gallows :  himself  being  chieff*,  he  was  hancit  hisawa 
hight  above  the  rest  of  hes  fr^indis.— BiKRSLL'a  Diary,  (St  Dxtr 
SBLL'i  Proimnts  ^Secttlsk  Hittory )  pL  60—1. 


THE  HIGHLAND  WIDOW. 


CHAPTJER  I. 

It  wcraiKl  o  neftr  ts  near  could  be, 
Rttt  what  it  it  ilw  cannot  tell ; 
On  the  other  •!<!•  it  Memed  to  be. 
Of  tlie  hagt  broad-breeated  old  oak*tree. 

CouuaiKix. 

Hbs.  Bsthune  Bauol's  iDemoranduin  bc^ns 
thus.*— 

It  is  five-and- thirty,  or  perhaps  nearer  forty  years 
ago,  sinoe,  to  relieve  the  dejection  of  spirits  occasioned 
bjr  a  great  family  loss  sustained  two  or  three  months 
before,  I  undertook  what  was  called  the  short  High- 
land tour.  This  had  become  in  some  degree  fashion- 
able:  but  though  the  military  roads  were  excellent, 
yet  tne  accommodation  was  so  indifferent  that  it  was 
rackoned  a  little  adventure  to  accomplish  it.  Brides, 
ihe  Highlands,  though  now  as  peaceable  as  any  part 
of  King  6eoige*8  dominions,  was  a  sound  which 
still  carried  terror,  while  so  many  survived  who  had 
witnessed  the  insurrection  of  1745;  and  a  vague  idea 
of  fear  was  impressed  on  many,  as  they  looked  from 
(he  towers  of  Stirling  northward  to  the  huge  chain 
of  mountains,  which  rises  like  a  dusky  rampart  to 
OHiceal  in  its  recesises  a  people,  whose  dress,  manners, 
and  language,  differed  still  very  much  from  those  of 
their  Lowland  countrymen.  For  myj>art,  I  come  of  a 
noe  not  greatly  subject  to  apprehensions  arising  ftom 
imagination  only.  I.  had  some  Highland  relatives, 
koew  several  of  their  families  of  distinction ;  and, 
tboogb  only  haviag  the  company  of  my  bower  maiden, 
Mrs.  Atice  Lambskin,  I  went  on  my  journey  fearless. 

Bnt  then  I  had  a  guide  and  cicerone,  almost  equal 
to  Greatheart  in  the  Pilgrim's  Progress,  in,  no  less  a 
person  than  Donald  MacLeish,  the  postilion  whom 
1  hired  at  Stirling;,  with  a  pair  of  able-bodied  horses, 
u  steady  8»  Donald  himself,  to  dra^  my  carriage, 
mjr  duenna,  and  myself  wheresoever  it  was  my  plea- 
nretogo. 

Donald  MacLeish  was  one  of  a  race  of  post-boys, 
whom,  I  suppose,  mail-coaches  and  steam-boats  have 
put  out  of  fashion.  They  were  to  be  found  chiefly 
at  Perth,  StirUn^.  or  Olasgow,  where  they  and  their 
horses  were  usually  hired  oy  travellers,  or  tourists, 
to  ftccompliBh  such  journeys  of  business  or  pleasure 
aa  they  might  have  to  perform  in  the  land  of  the 
Gael.  This  clasa  of  persons  approached  to  the  cha- 
racter of  what  is  called  abroad  a  conducteur ;  at 
might  be  compared  to  the  sailing-master  on  board  a 
Bntish  ship  of  war,  who  follows  out  after  his  own 
manner  the  course  which  the  captain  commands  him 
(0  observe.  You  explained  to  your  postilion  the 
leiKth  of  your  tour,  and  the  objects  you  were  desirous 
it  should  embrace;  and  you  found  him  perfecdy 
competent  to  fix  the  places  of  rest  or  refreshment, 
with  due  attention  that  those  should  be  chosen  with 
refivence  to  your  convenience,  and  to  any  points  of 
interest  which  you  might  desire  to  visit. 

Hie  qualifications  of  such  a  person  were  neces- 
sarily much  superior  to  those  of  the  *'  first  ready," 
who  gallops  thrice-a-day  over  the  same  ten  miles. 
Donald  MacLeish,  besides  being  quite  alert  at  re- 
pairing all  ordinary,  accidents  to  nis  horses  and  car- 
riage, and  in  making  shift  to  support  them,  where 
forage  was  scarce^  with  such  substitutes  as  bannocks 
tnd  cakes,  was  likewise  a  man  of  intellectual  re- 
sources. He  had  acquured  a  general  knowledge  of 
the  traditional  stories  of  the  country  which  he  had 
traversed  so  often ;  and,  if  encouraged,  (for  Donald 
wns  a  man  of  the  most  decorous  reserve,)  he  would 
willingly  point  out  to  you  the  site  of  the  principal 
clan-battles,  and  recount  the  most  remarkable  le- 
gends by  which  the  road,  and  the  objects  which 
occurred  in  travelling  it,  had  been  distinguished. 
There  was  some  originality  in  the  man's  habits  of 
thinking  «nd  ezpreaaiiig  himself  his  turn  for  legend- 


ary lore  strangely  contrasting  with  a  portion  of  the 
knowing  shrewdness  belonging  to  his  actual  occu- 
pation, which  made  his  conversation  amuse  the  way 
well  enough. 

Add  to  this,  Donald  knew  all  his  peculiar  duties  in 
the  country  which  he  traversed  so  freouently.  He 
could  teU.  to  a  day,  when  they  would  ^^  be  killing*' 
laipb  at  Tyndrum  or  Glenuilt :  ^  that  the  stranger 
would  have  some  chance  of  Being  fied  like  a  Chris- 
tian ;  and  knew  to  a  mile  the  last  village  where  it 
was  possible  to  procure  a  wheaten  loaf,  for  the 

Eiidance  of  those  who  were  little  familiar  with  the 
and  of  Cakes.  He  was  acquainted  with  the  road 
every  mile,  and  could  tell  to  an  inch  which  side  of  a 
Highland  bridxe  was  passable,  which  decidedly  dan- 
gerous.* In  snort  Donald  MacLeish  was  not  only 
our  faithful  attendant  and  steady  servant,  but  our 
humble  and  obliging  friend;  and  though  I  have 
known  the  half-classical  cicerone  of  Italy,  the  talka- 
tive French  valet-de-place,  and  even  the  muleteer  of 
Spain,  who  piques  hunself  on  being  a  maize-eater, 
and  whose  honour  is  not  to  be  questioned  without 
danger,  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  had  so  sensible 
and  mtelligent  a  guide. 

,  Our  motions  were  of  course  under  Donald's  direc- 
tion ;  and  it  frequently  happened,  when  the  weather 
was  serene,  that  we  preferred  halting  to  rest  his 
horses  even  where  there  was  no  established  stage, 
and  taking  our  refreshment  under  a  crag,  from  which 
leaped  a  waterfall,  or  beside  the  verge  of  a  fountain, 
enamelled  with  verdant  turf  and  wild-flowers.  Do- 
nald had  an  eye  for  such  spots,  and  though  he  had, 
I  dare  say,  never  read  Gil  Bias,  or  Don  Quixote,  yet 
he  chose  such  halting-places  as  Le  Sage  or  Cer- 
vantes would  have  described.  Very  often,  as  he  ob- 
served the  pleasure  I  took  in  conversing  with  the 
country  people,  he  would  manage  to  fix  our  place  of 
rest  near  a  cottage  where  there  was  some  old  Gael, 
whose  broadsword  had  blazed  at  Falkirk  or  Preston, 
and  who  seemed  the  frail  yet  faithful  record  of  times 
which  had  passed  away.  Or  he  would  contrive  to 
quarter  us,  as  far  as  a  cup  of  tea  went,  upon  the  hos- 
pitality of  some  parish  minister  of  worth  and  intelli- 
gence, or  some  country  family  of  the  better  classy  who 
mingled  with  the  wild  simplicity  of  their  original 
manners,  and  their  ready  and  hospitable  welcome,  a 
sort  of  courtesy  belonging  to  a  people,  the  lowest  of 
whom  are  accustomed  to  consider  themselves  as 
beitiff,  according  to  the  Spanish  phrase,  "as  good 
gentlemen  as  the  king,  only  not  auite  so  nch." 

To  all  such  persons  Donald  MacLeish  was  well 
known,  and  his  introduction  passed  as  current  as  if 
we  had  brought  letters  from  some  high  chief  of  the 
country. 

Sometimes  it  happened  that  the  Highland  hospi- 
tality, whij}h  welcomed  us  with  all  the  variety  of 
inountain  fare,  preparations  of  milk  and  eggs,  and 
girdle-cakes  of  various  kinds,  as  well  as  nu>re  sub- 
stantial dainties,  according  to  the  inhabitant's  means 
of  regaling  the  passenger,  descended  rather  too  exu- 
berantly on  Donald  MacLeish  in  the  shape  of  moun- 
tain dew.  Poor  Donald !  he  was  on  such  occasions 
like  Gideon's  fleece,  moist  with  the  noble  element, 
which,  of  course,  fell  not  on  us.  But  it  was  his  only 
fault,  and  when  pressed  to  drink  dock-an-dorrodi  to 
my  ladyship's  good  health,  it  would  have  beexi.  ill 
taken  to  have  refused  the  pledge,  nor  was  he  wilhng 
to  do  such  discourtesy,  it  was,  I  repeat,  nis  only 
fault,  nor  had  we  any  great  right  to  complain ;  for  if 
it  rendered  him  a  little  more  talkative,  it  aiusmented 
his  ordinary  share  of  punctilious  dvihty,  ana  he  only 

*  Thfs  is,  or  was  at  leaat.  a  naceaaarr  aceompliahment  b 
one  of  the  most  l)eautifUI  districta  of  the  Hiffhianda  waa.  not 
many  yean  aince,  a  bridge  bearing  thia  atartltng  eaatioo, 
"  Keep  to  tiM  right  aide,  tba  laft  being  dangeroaa." 
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dmrt  slower,  and  talked  longer  and  more  pompoua- 
ly  than  when  he  had  not  come  by  a  drop  of  oague- 
haufl^.  It  waa,  we  remarked,  only  on  auch  oocaaiona 
that  Donald  talked  with  an  air  of  importance  of  the 
fiunily  of  MacLeiah;  and  we  had  no  title  to  be 
Bcrnpuloua  in  censurini^  a  foible,  the  conaequenoea  of 
^i^ch  were  confined  within  auch  innocent  limits. 

We  became  so  much  accustomed  to  Donald's  mode 
of  managing  ii&  that  we  obaerved  with  some  interest 
the  art  which  he  used  to  produce  a  little  agreeable 
smprise,  by  ooncealins  from  us  the  ^wt  where  he 
pixjposed  oar  halt  to  De  made,  when  it  was  of  an 
nnuBual  and  interesting  character.  This  waa  so 
much  his  wont,  that  when  he  made  apologies  at 
setting  off  for  beingobliged  to  stop  in  aome  strange 
solitarr  place,  till  the  horses  should  eat  the  corn 
which  ne  broughton  with  them  for  that  purpoae,o)ir 
imagination  used  to  be  on  the  stretch  to  guess  what 
romantic  retreat  he  had  secretly  fixed  upon  for  our 
noontide  baiting-plaoe. 

We  had  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  morning  at 
the  delightral  village  of  Dalmally,  and  had  gone  upon 
the  Lake  under  the  guidance  of  the  excellent  clergy- 
man who  was  then  mcumbent  at  Glenorquhy,*  and 
had  heard  an  hundred  legends  of  the  stem  chiefs  of 
Loch  Awe,  Duncan  with  the  thrmn  bonnet,  and  the 
other  lords  of  the  now  mouldering  towers  of  Kil- 
cham.t  Thus  it  was  later  than  usual  when  we  set 
out  on  our  journey,  after  a  hint  or  two  from  Donald 
concerning  the  length  of  the  way  to  the  next  stage, 
as  then  was  no  good  halting-^ace  between  Dal- 
mally and  Oban. 

*  This  vanvaMt  ud  hoipiiabte  fwHanai't  dsbm  wu  Bfae- 

*  *'  Loeh  Aw«.  upon  Um  budu  oTwhioh  Um  Meoe  of  •etioa 
took  place,  ia  ttuitjr-foar  aulea  in  leoffth.  The  north  aide  ia 
boanded  by  wide  Baoiia  and  inoooaidarable  hiila,  which  oeeanr 
•■  extant  of  eonotry  from  twelve  to  twenty  milea  in  bieadra, 
and  the  whole  of  thia  apaee  ia  endoeed  aa  by  cirenaaTallation. 
Upon  the  north  it  iM  barred  by  Loch  Eitive,  oo  the  Mwth  by 
Loch  Awe,  and  on  the  eaat  bf  the  dreadAil  pnaa  of  Bnndir, 
throofh  which  an  arm  of  the  Utter  lake  opeoc,  at  about  foar 
milea  ftom  ita  eaalem  extremity,  and  diwhariei  the  rirer  Awe 
into  the  former.  The  pnaa  ia  abbot  three  mifaa  in  length ;  ita 
eaat  aide  ia  bonnded  by  the  ahnoat  inaccaaaible  ateepa  which 
fteim  the  baaa  of  the  vaat  and  rafged  moantain  of  Cmachan. 
The  erafi  riaa  in  aome  placea  almoat  pefpendicalariy  ttom  the 
water,  and  for  their  chief  extant  ahow  no  apace  nor  level  at 
their  met,  bnt  a  roofh  and  narrow  odfa  of  atony  beach.  Upon 
the  whole  of  theae  riiflb  arowa  a  thick  and  iaier  woven  wood 
of  all  kinda  of  treaa,  both  timber,  dwarf,  and  coppice :  no  track 
asistad  tbrooffa  the  wildeneaa,  but  a  winding  path,  which 
eemwlimea  crept  along  the  prectpttoni  height,  and  aometimea 
dnwanilad  in  a  atiaight  paaa  along  the  nmrnn  of  the  water. 
Near  the  extremity  of  the  defile,  n  narrow  level  opened  between 
the  water  and  the  crag :  but  a  graat  part  of  thia,  aa  well  aa  of 
the  preceding  ateepe,  waa  foraierly  enveloped  m  a  thicket, 
which  ihowed  little  Aeility  to  the  feet  of  any  bnt  the  martina 
and  wild  cata.  Along  the  weat  aide  of  the  pn«  liea  a  wall  of 
aheerandbamn  craga*  From  behind  they  riae  in  roogh,  mwven, 
nnd  heathy  deelivitiea,  ont  of  the  wide  nmir  before  mentioned, 
between  Loch  Eittve and  Loch  Awe;  bnt  in  ftont  tber  tenni* 
sate  tibnpUj  in  the  moat  (Hi^tAil  preeipieea,  which  form  the 
whole  aide  of  the  pam,  and  deaoend  at  one  fUl  into  the  water 
which  filla  ita  trongh.  At  the  north  end  of  the  barrier,  and  at 
the  termination  of  the  pnaa,  lice  that  part  of  the  cltff  which  ia 
called  Cmagannni ;  at  ita  foot  the  arm  of  the  lake  gradually  coo- 
tracta  ita  water  to  a  very  nairew  apace,  and  at  leocth  tarmi. 
nntea  at  two  rocka,  (called  the  Roeka  of  BrandirJ  which  form 
n  atrmight  channel,  aomething  reaemblinf  the  lock  of  a  canaL 
From  thia  outlet  there  ia  a  continnal  deacent  towarda  Loch 
Bitive.  and  from  benee  the  river  Awe  poura  out  fta  carrent  in 
a  Airiona  atream,  foamiiig  over  a  bed  broken  with  holea,  and 
cmnbered  with  niaaaaa  ofgranile  and  whinatone. 

*'  If  ever  then  wea  a  brioae  near  Craiganuoi  in  ancient  tinea. 
it  meat  have  been  at  the  Rocka  of  Brandir.  From  the  daya  of 
Wallace  to  ttMee  of  aanaral  Wade,  then  wen  never  peamgea 
•f  thia  kind  bnt  in  placea  of  gnat  aecaaaity,  loo  narrow  for  a 
boat,  and  too  wide  for  a  leap ;  even  than  thnr  wen  bnt  an  on- 
aaft  footway  formed  of  the  trnnka  of  treea  piaeed  tranaveraely 
fteaa  rock  to  rock,  nnatripped  of  their  bark,  and  deatitnte  of 
nithar  ptank  or  raiL  For  anch  a  atraeinn,  then  ia  no  place  ia 
the  neighbonrhood  of  Graiganuoi,  bat  at  the  rocka  above  men- 
tiooed.  In  the  lake  and  oo  the  river,  the  water  iafkr  too  wide; 
bat  at  the  atrait.  the  apace  ia  not  greater  than  might  be  eroaacd 
by  a  tall  mountain  pine,  and  the  rocka  on  either  aide  an  formed 
by  natnn  like  a  pmr.  That  thia  point  waa  alwaya  a  plaoa  of 
paaaaga.  ia  renderad  probable  by  ita  focility,  and  the  uae  of 
raeant  timea.  It  ia  not  long  ainoe  it  waa  the  coaunon  gate  of 
the  eonntryon  either  aide  the  river  and  the  pnaa  t  the  mode  of 
eraeriag  ia  yet  in  the  menaary  of  people  living,  and  waa  per- 
Aimed  by  a  little  eamdh  aaoorad  en  either  aide  the  wnier.  and 
a  a^mt  cable  fixed  aeroea  the  atieam  fkom  bank  to  bank,  by 
which  the  paaaangen  dnw  the-wri^w  acraaa  in  the  manner 
■tin  ptaettoed  in  pKcea  of  the  anine  natara.  It  ia  no  argnment 
the  exiatance  of  a  bridge  ia  former  timea,  that  the 
I  iMthod  only  axiatad  ia  oaiB,  lathar  thia  a  paaMfa  of  that 


Having  bid  adieu  to  our  Tenerable  and  kind 

rone,  we  proceeded  on  our  tour,  winding  round  the 
tremendoua  mountain  called  Cruachin  Ben,  which 
rushes  down  in  all  ita  majesty  of  rocks  and  wilder- 
neaa  on  the  lake,  leaving  only  a  pass,  in  which,  not 
withstanding  ita  extreme  atrength,  the  warlike  clan 
of  MacDougal  of  Lorn  were  almost  destroyed  by  the 
sandoua  Robert  Bruce.  That  King,  the  Wellington 
of  nia  day,  had  accomplished,  by  a  lorced  march,  the 
unexoected  manoBuvre  of  forcmg  a  body  of  troopa 
round  the  other  side  of  the  mountain,  and  thus 
placed  them  in  the  flank  and  in  the  rear  of  the  men 
of  Lorn,  whom  at  the  same  time  he  attacked  in  fronL 
The  grrat  nimiber  of  cairns  yet  Tisibl&  aa  you  de- 
scend the  pass  on  the  westward  side,  snows  the  ex- 
tent of  the  vengeance  which  Bruce  exhausted  on  his 
inveterate  and  personal  enemies.  I  am,  yon  know, 
the  sister  of  soldiers,  and  it  has  since  struck  me  for- 
cibly that  the  manceuvre  which  Donald  described, 
resembled  those  of  Welhngton  or  of  Bonu>arte.  He 
was  a  great  man  Robert  Bruce,  even  a  Bahol  must 
admit  that ;  although  it  begina  now  to  be  allowed 
that  his  title  to  the  crown  was  scarce  so  good  as  that 
of  the  unfortunate  family  with  whom  he  contended— 
Bnt  let  that  paaa.— liie  alaugfater  had  been  the 
greater,  as  the  deep  and  rapid  nver  Awe  is  diagorged 
from  the  lake,  just  in  the  rear  of  the  fugitive*,  and 
encht;les  the  base  df  the  tremendous  mountain ;  ao 
that  the  retreat  of  the  unfortunate  fliers  waa  inter- 
cepted on  all  aides  by  the  inaccessible  character  of 
the  country,  which  had  seemed  to  promise  them  de- 
fence and  protection.t 


kind,  which  would  aeem  the  mon  improved  expedient  Thtaam- 
tradiction  ia  anfflcieotly  accounted  for  by  the  oeoay  of  timber  ia 
the  naighbourbood.  Of  old,  both  oaka  and  fin  of  nn  immmar 
aixe  abounded  within  a  very  inconalderabia  dlatmiea ;  but  it  ia 
now  many  years  aince  the  deatrnction  of  the  fonete  of  Olen 
Eitive  and  Olen  Ureba  haa  ^prived  the  country  of  all  tho  tnaa 
of  nifBcient  aize  to  croaa  the  atmit  of  Bnuidir ;  and  it  ia  probaJbla, 
that  the  currach  waa  not  introduced  till  the  want  of  tiaaber  had 
diaenabled  the  inhabitanta  of  the  ooonhy  ftom  mnialainingn 
bridge.  It  only  forther  remaina  lo  be  noticed,  that  at  aoeaedw- 
tance  below  the  Rocka  of  Brandir,  then  waa  forawrly  a  ford, 
which  waa  uaed  for  cattle  in  the  memory  of  people  living ;  ftom 
the  narrownen  of  the  pnaaage,  the  force  of  the  atrenm,  and  the 
broken  bed  of  the  river,  it  waa,  however,  a  dangniona  noaa,  i 
could  only  be  attempted  with  aafecy  at  Maun  and  by  a 
rience."— MMea  ca  <la  BriM  cf  Ctofctalm. 

t  "  But  the  King,  whoee  dear-bought  experience  In  w 
taught  him  extnme  caution,  remained  in  the  Brnea  of  »»,«•> 
bidder  till  he  had  acquired  bf  hia  apiaa  aad  oniakirnee  a  per 
feet  knowledge  of  the  diapoaition  of  the  army  of  Lorn,  and  the 
intention  of  ita  leader.  He  then  divided  hia  force  mto  ' 
columoa,  inrrnafiug  the  command  of  the  flrat.  In  whid 
placed  hia  arehen  and  lighteat  arnaed  Iroepa,  to  Sir  Ja 
DooglaB,  whUat  he  himaelf  took  the  leading  oftho  other, 
conaiated  principally  of  hia  knighta  and  barona.  On  npp 
ing  the  defile,  Bruce  deapatelied  Sir  Jamea  Dooglaa  by  a  path- 
way which  the  aneoay  had  neglected  to  occupy,  with  dii — ' 
to  advance  ailenUy,  and  gain  the  heighta  above  nnd  in  I 
the  hilly  ground  when  the  men  of  Lora  wen  eoocealod  .  ..^ 
having  aaeertained  that  thia  movement  had  been  cxecutea  with 
aneceaa,  he  pot  himedf  at  the  heed  of  hia  own 
fearleealy  led  hia  men  into  the  defilei  Hen. 
waa  for  what  waa  to  take  place,  it  waa  difflcnit  to 
temporary  panic,  when  the  yell  which,  lo  thia  day.  invnrinhly 
pvaoedea  the  aaaault  of  the  mountaineer,  bnrat  fkom  the  rngaed 
boeom  of  Ben  Cniachan ;  and  the  wooda  which,  tho  moment 
befon,  liad  waved  in  ailcnce  aad  aolitade,  gave  forth  their  bmh 
of  ateel-dad  warriora,  and,  in  an  Inatant,  became  matinct  with 
the  dnadfol  vitality  of  war.  But  although  appalled  aad  check- 
ed for  a  brief  apace  by  tbe  anddenneea  of  the  aaaanlt,  and  the 
I  of  rock  which  the  enemy  rolled  down  flfom  tho  nroti 
Bmoe,  at  the  bend  of  hia  diviaioo,  pnaaed  ap  the  aide  of 


the  mountain.  Whilat  thia  partr  aaaaultad  the  maa  of 
with  the  utmoet  fory^  Sir  Jamea  Douglaa  and  hia  party  ahonted 
auddenly  upon  the  heighta  in  their  fhmt^  ehoweriag  down  their 
arrowa  upon  them  ;  aad,  when  theee  miaeilea  wen  aahnnatat, 
attacking  them  with  their  aworda  and  battla-axea.  Tho  eaa- 
aaqnence  of  anch  an  attack,  both  in  ftont  and  renr.  waa  the 
total  diaoomfitnn  of  the  army  of  Lorn ;  and  the  cir 
to  which  thia  chief  had  ao  eonfldaotly  looked  forward,  na  i 
dering  the  deatrnction  of  ^ce  almoat  inevitable,  weee  i__ 
turned  with  fktal  aflbet  againat  himaelC  Hia  great  inpnrioritr 
of  aumbera  cumbered  aad  impeded  hie  movemeata.  Thrnat,  by 
the  dmdile  aaaanlt,  and  by  tiw  peculiar  natnn  of  the  i 
into  ench  narrow  room  aa  the  pan  afiTordad,  and  driven 
by  finding  theawelvee  cut  to  piecee  in  detail,  withoat  | 
naiatance,  the  men  of  Lorn  fled  towarda  Ixwh  Eitive, 
bridge  thrown  over  the  Awe,  and  Mpportad  upon  two  i 
rocke,  known  by  the  numeof  the  Rocka  of  Brandir,  ~ 
aolilary  conuaanicntion  between  the  aide  of  the  rivei 
battle  look  plaee,  and  the  country  of  Lorn, 
to  gain  the  bridfa,  which  waa  compoeed  entlnly  of  waiad,  apa, 
having  availed  thamaalvea  of  it  in  their  retreat,  lo  daahaj  it. 
thaa  throw  the  Impaaaable  loiraat  of  the  Awe  ~ 

Bat  their  inimtioa  waa 


iriverwtantta 
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Mufling;  lika  the  Insh  lady  in  the  song,  "upon 
thiDgfl  wmch  are  long  enoum  a-gone,"*  we  felt  no 
impatienoe  mt  the  slow,  ana  almost  creeping  pace, 
with  which  our  conductor  proceeded  along  General 
Wade'a  military  road,  which  never  or  rarely  con- 
desoends  to  turn  aside  from  the  steepest  ascent,  but 
proceeds  right  up  and  down  hill,  with^  the  indifference 
to  h^gfat  and  hollow,  steep  or  level,  indicated  by  the 
old  Roman  engineers.  Still,  however,  the  substan- 
tial excellence  of  these  great  works— for  such  are  the 
military  highways  in  the  Highlands— deserved  the 
eompliinent  of  the  poet,  who,  whether  became  from 
our  sister  kingdom,  and  spoke  in  his  own  dialect,  or 
whether  he  supposed  those  whom  he  addressed 
midit  have  some  national  pretension  to  the  second 
agpXf  produced  the  celebrated  couplet- 


Had  70U  bot  won  theM  roads  kjbn  they  wen  made. 
Ton  would  hold  up  your  handi,  and  bleu  General  wade. 

Nothing  indeed  can  be  more  wonderful  than  to  see 
these  wildernesses  penetrated  and  pervious  in  every 
quarts  by  broad  accesses  of  the  best  possible  con- 
•truction,  and  so  superior  to  what,  the  country  could 
have  demanded  for  many  centuries  for  any  pacific 
purpose  of  commercial  intercourse.  Thus  the  traces 
of  war  are  sometimes  happily  accommodated  to  the 
pmposes  of  peace.  The  victories  of  Bonaparte  have 
been  without  results ;  but  his  road  over  the  Simplon 
will  long  be  the  communication  betwixt  peaceful 
ooontriesjwho  will  apply  to  the  ends  of  commerce  and 
fiiendlr  intercourse  that  gigantic  work,  which  was 
formea  for  the  ambitious  purpose  of  warlike  invasion. 

While  we  were  thus  stealing  along,  we  gradually 
turned  round  the  shoulder  of  Ben  Cruachan,  and  de- 
scmding  the  course  of  the  foaming  and  rapid  Awe, 
left  behind  us  the  expanse  of  the  majestic  lake  which 
gives  birth  to  that  impetuous  river.  The  rocks  and 
precipices  which  stooped  down  perpendicular  on  our 
mth  on  the  ri^ht  hand,  exhibited  a  few  remains  of 
the  wood  whicn  onoe  clothed  them,  but  which  had, 
io  latter  times,  been  felled  to  supply,  Donald  Mac- 
Utah  informed  us,  the  m>n-foundene8  at  the  Bunawe. 
This  made  us  fix  our  eyes  with  interest  on  one  large 
oak,  which  grew  on  the  left  hand  towards  the  river. 
It  seemed  a  tree  of  extraordinary  magnitude  and  pic- 
tnresque  bauty,  and  stood  just  where  there  appeared 
to  be  a  fiBW  roods  of  open  ground  lying  among  hu^ 
stones,  which  had  rolled  down  from  the  mountam. 
To  add  to  the  romance  of  the  situation,  the  spot  of 
clear  ground  extended  round  the  foot  of  a  proud- 
hrowea  rock,  from  the  summit  of  which  leaped  a 
mountain  stream  in  a  fall  of  sixty  feel:  in  which  it 
was  dissolved  into  foam  and  dew.  At  the  bottom  of 
the  M  the  rivulet  with  difficulty  collected,  like  a 
rooted  general,  its  dispersed  forces,  and,  as  it  tamed 
by  its  descent,  found  a  noiseless  passage  through  the 
heath  to  join  the  Awe. 

I  was  much  struck  with  the  tree  and  waterfall,  and 
wished  myself  nearer  them ;  not  that  I  thought  of 
iketch-book  or  portfolio,— for,  in  my  younger  days, 
Misses  were  not  accustomed  to  black-lead  pencils, 
unless  they  could  use  them  to  some  good  purpose,— 
bnt  merely  to  indulge  myself  with  a  closer  view.  Do- 
nald immediately  opened  the  chaise  door,  but  ob- 
■erved  it  was  rough  walking  down  the  brae,  and  that 
I  would  see  the  tree  better  by  keeping  the  road  for  a 
hondred  yards  farther,  when  it  passed  closer  to  the 

SBt,  for  which  he  seemed,  however,  to  have  no  pre- 
ection.  "He  knew,"  he  said,  "a  far  bigger  tree 
than  that  nearer  Bunawe.  and  it  was  a  place  where 
there  was  flat  ground  for  the  carriage  to  stand,  which 
it  could  jimply  do  on  these  braes ;— but  just  as  my 
leddyship  liked." 
My  ladyship  did  choose  rather  to  look  at  the  fine 

(•eted  br  Dooflas,  who,  nuhinr  down  ftt>m  the  high  groundi 
at  Uie  bead  oThta  archers  and  ii^htamied  foresters,  attacked 
the  body  of  the  mottntnineer^,  which  had  occupied  the  bridge, 
tod  drove  them  from  it  with  great  slaughter,  so  that  Brace  ana 
his  division,  on  coming  op,  passed  it  without  molestation ;  and, 
this  last  resource  being  taken  firom  them,  the  army  of  Lorn 
were,  in  a  few  hours,  literally  cut  to  pieces,  whilst  their  chief, 
who  oceopied  Loch  Eitivo  with  his  fleet^  saw,  fh>m  his  ships, 
the  dtsoomfitnre  of  his  men,  and  found  it  imposoible  to  give 
them  the  least  atsistancc."— Tytlbr's  Life  (tf  Bruce. 

*  This  is  a  line  ttom  a  vor^  pathetic  ballad,  which  I  hevd 
wig  by  one  of  the  yoanc  ladies  of  Edgeworthstown  in  ISSS.  I 
do  aot  know  that  it  has  been  printed. 
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tres  before  ms,  than  to  pass  it  by  in  hopes  of  a  finer ; 
so  we  walked  beside  the  carriage  till  we  should  come 
to  a  point,  from  which,  Donaloassured  us,  we  might, 
without  scrambling,  go  as  near  the  tree  as  we  chose, 
"  though  he  wadna  advise  us  to  go  nearer  than  the 
high  road." 

There  was  something  grave  and  mysterious  in  Do- 
nald's sun-browned  countenance  when  he  gave  us 
this  intunation,  and  his  manner  was  so  different  from 
his  usual  frankness,  that  my  female  curiosity  was  set 
in  motion.  We  walked  on  the  whilst,  ana  I  found 
the  tree,  of  which  we  had  now  lost  sight  by  the  inter- 
vention of  some  rising  ground,  was  really  more  dis- 
tant than  I  had  at  m'st  supposed.  "I  could  have 
sworn  now,"  said  I  to  my  cicerone,  "  that  yon  tree 
and  waterfall  was  the  very  place  where  you  intended 
to  make  a  stop  to-day." 
"The  Lord  forbid  r  said  Donald,  hastily. 
"  And  for  what,  Donald  7  whv  should  you  be  will- 
ing to  pass  so  pleasant  a  spot  V 

It's  ower  near  Dalmany,  my  leddy,  to  com  the 
beasts— it  would  bring  their  dinner  ower  near  their 
breakfast,  poor  things:— an',  besides,  the  place  is 
not  canny. 

"  Oh  !  then  the  mystery  is  out.  There  is  a  bogle 
or  a  brownie,  a  witch  or  a  gyre-carlin,  a  bodach  or  a 
fairy,  in  the  case?" 

"  The  ne'er  a  bit,  my  leddy— ye  are  clean  aff  the 
road,  as  I  may  say.  But  if  your  leddyship  will  just 
hae  patience,  and  wait  till  we  are  by  the  place  and 
out  of  the  glen,  I'll  tell  ye  all  about  it.  There  is  no 
much  luck  in  speaking  of  such  things  in  the  place 
they  chanced  in." 

I  was  obli^ied  to  suspend  my  curiosity,  observing, 
that  if  I  peraisted  in  twisting  the  discourse  one  way 
while  Donald  was  twining  it  another,  I  should  make 
his  objection,  like  a  hempen  cord,  just  so  much  the 
tougher.  At  length  the  promised  turn  of  the  road 
brought  us  within  fifty  paces  of  the  tree  which  I  de- 
sired to  admire,  and  I  now  saw  to  my  surprise,  that 
there  was  a  human  habitation  among  the  cutis  which 
surrounded  it.  It  was  a  hut  of  the  least  dimensions, 
and  most  miserable  description,  that  I  ever  saw,  even 
in  the  Highlands.  The  walls  of  sod,  or  dirot,  as  the 
Scotch  call  it,  were  not  four  feet  high— the  roof  was 
of  turf^  repaired  with  reeds  and  sedges— the  chimney 
was  composed  of  clay,  bound  round  by  straw  ropes 
—and  the  whole  walls,  roof  and  chimnev,  were  aiike 
covered  with  the  vegetation  of  house-leek,  rye-grass, 
and  moss,  common  to  decayed  cottages  formed  of 
such  materials.  There  was  not  the  slightest  vestige 
of  a  kale-yaid,  the  usual  accompaniment  of  the  very 
worst  huts ;  and  of  living  things  we  saw  nothing, 
save  a  kid  which  was  browsing  on  the  roof  of  the 
hut,  and  a  goat,  its  mother,  at  some  distance,  feeding 
betwixt  the  oak  and  the  river  Awe. 

"  What  man,"  I  could  not  help  exclaiming,  "  can 
have  committed  sin  deep  enough  to  deserve  such  a 
miserable  dwelling !" 

"  Sin  enough,''^  said  Donald  MacLcish,  with  a 
half-suppressed  groan :  "  and  God  he  knoweth,  mi- 
sery enough  too ;— and  it  is  no  man's  dwelling  nei- 
ther, but  a  woman's." 

"A  woman's!"  I  repeated,  "and  in  so  lonely  a 
place— What  sort  of  a  woman  can  she  be?" 

"  Come  this  way,  my  leddy,  and  you  may  judge 
that  for  yourself,"  said  Donakl.  And  by  advancing 
a  few  steps,  and  making  a  sharp  turn  to  the  left,  we 
gamed  a  sight  of  the  side  of  the  great  broad-breasted 
oak,  in  the  direction  opposed  to  that  in  which  we  had 
hitherto  seen  it. 

)*  If  she  keeps  her  old  wont,  she  will  be  there  at 
this  hour  of  the  dav,"  said  Donald:  but  immediately 
became  silent,  and  pointed  with  nis  finger,  as  one 
afraid  of  being  overheard.  I  looked,  and  beheld,  not 
without  some  sense  of  awe,  a  female  form  seated  by 
the  stem  of  the  oak,  with  her  head  drooping,  her  hands 
clasped,  and  a  dark-coloured  manUe  drawn  over 
her  nead,  exactly  as  Deborah  is  represented  in  the 
Syrian  medals  as  seated  under  her  palm-tree.  I  was 
infected  with  the  fear  and  reverence  which  my  guide 
seemed  to  entertain  towards  this  solitary  being,  nor 
did  I  think  of  advancing  towards  her  to  obtain  a 
nearer  view  until  I  had  cast  an  inquiring  look  on  Do- 
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nald ;  to  which  he  ra>Iied  in  a  half  whiroer— "  She 
has  been  a  fearfu*  bad  woman,  my  leddy.**    . 

"  Mad  woman,  said  you,"  replied  I,  heanne  him 
imperfectly ;  "  then  she  is  perhaps  dankerousl'^ 

"  No— sne  is  not  mad,"  replied  Donald ;  "  for  then 
it  may  be  she  would  be  happier  than  she  is ;  though 
when  she  thinks  on  what  she  has  done,  and  caused 
to  be  done,  rather  than  yield  up  a  hairbreadth  of  her 
ain  wicked  will,  it  is  not  likely  she  can  be  very  well 
settled.  But  sne  neither  is  mad  nor  mischievous  ; 
and  yet,  my  leddy,  I  think  you  had  best  not  go  nearer 
to  her.  And  then,  in  a  few  hurried  words,  lie  made 
me  acquainted  with  die  story  which  I  am  now  to  tell 
more  in  detail.  I  heard  the  narrative  with  a  mixture 
of  horror  and  sympathy,  which  at  once  impelled  me 
to  approach  the  siifTerer,  and  speak  to  her  the  words 
of  comfort,  or  rather  of  pity,  and  at  the  same  time 
made  me  afraid  to  do  so. 

This  indeed  was  the  feeling  with  which  she  was 

Xrded  by  the  Highlanders  m  the  neighbourhood, 
I  looked  upon  Elspat  MacTavish.  or  the  Woman 
of  the  Tree,  as  they  called  her,  as  the  Greeks  con- 
sidered those  who  were  pursued  by  the  Furies,  and 
endured  the  mental  torment  consequent  on  great  cri- 
minal actions.  They  regarded  such  unhappy  beings 
as  Orestes  and  (Edipus,  as  being  less  the  voluntary 
perpetrators  of  their  crimes,  than  as  the  passive  in- 
struments by  which  the  terrible  decrees  of  Destiny 
had  b^n  accomplished ;  and  the  fear  with  which  they 
beheld  them  was  not  un mingled  with  veneration. 

I  aJso  learned  farther  from  Donald  MacLeish,  that 
there  was  some  apprehension  of  ill  luck  attending 
those  who  had  the  boldness  to  approach  too  near,  or 
disturb  the  awful  solitude  of  a  being  so  unutterably 
miserable;  that  it  was  supposed,  that  whosoever  ap- 
proached her  must  experience  in  some  respect  the 
contagion  of  her  wretchedness. 

It  was  therefore  with  some  reluctance  that  Donald 
saw  me  prepare  to  obtain  a  nearer  view  of  the  suf- 
ferer, ana  that  he  himself  followed  to  assist  me  in  the 
descent  down  a  very  rough  path.  I  believe  his  regard 
for  me  conquered  some  ominous  feelings  in  his  own 
breast,  which  connected  his  dutv  on  this  occasion 
with  the  presaging  fear  of  lame  norses,  lost  linch- 
pins^ overturns,  and  other  perilous  chances  of  the 
postilion's  life. 

I  am  not  sure  if  my  own  courage  would  have  car- 
ried me  so  close  to  Elspat,  had  he  not  followed. 
There  was  in  her  countenance  the  stern  abstraction 
of  hopeless  and  overpowering  sorrow,  mixed  with 
the  contending  feelings  of  remorse,  and  of  the  pride 
which  8truggl«l  to  conceal  it.  She  guessed,  perhaps, 
that  it  was  curiosity,  arising  out  of  her  uncommon 
story,  which  induced  me  to  intrude  on  her  solitude— 
and  she  could  not  be  pleased  that  a  fate  like  hers  had 
been  the  theme  of  a  traveller's  amusement.  Yet  the 
look  with  which  she  regarded  me  was  one  of  scorn 
instead  of  embarrassmen  t.  The  opinion  of  the  world 
and  all  its  children  could  not  add  or  take  an  iota  from 
her  load  of  misery ;  and,  save  from  the  half  smile  that 
seemed  to  intimate  tlie  contempt  of  a  being  rapt  by 
the  very  intensity  of  her  affliction  above  the  sphere  of 
ordinary  humamties,  she  seemed  as  indifferent  to  my 
gaze,  as  if  ^e  had  been  a  dead  corpse  or  a  marble 
statue. 

Elspat  was  above  the  middle  stature ;  her  hair,  now 
grizzled,  was  stillprofiise,  and  it  had  been  of  the  most 
decided  black.  So  were  her  eyes,  in  which,  contra- 
dicting die  stern  and  rigid  features  of  her  counte- 
nance, there  shone  the  wUd  and  troubled  light  that 
indicates  an  unsettled  mind.  Her  hair  was  wrapt 
round  a  silver  bodkin  with  some  attention  to  neat- 
ness, and  her  dark  mande  was  diiqposed  around  her 
with  a  degree  of  taste,  though  the  materials  were  of 
the  most  ordinary  sort. 

After  gazing  on  this  victim  of  guilt  and  calamity  till 
I  was  asharoed  to  remain  silent,  though  uncertain 
how  I  ought  to  address  her,  I  began  to  express  my 
surprise  at  her  choosing  such  a  desert  and  deplorable 
dwellme.  She  cut  short  these  expressions  of  sym- 
P*thy,  by  answering  in  a  stem  voice,  without  the 

r?  ^"■'*8e  of  countenance  or  posture—"  Daughter 
of  the  stranger,  he  has  told  you  my  story."  I  was 
auenced  at  once,  and  felt  how  little  all  earthly  accom- 


modation must  seem  to  the  mind  which  had 
subjects  as  hers  for  rumination.  Without  again  at- 
tempting to  open  the  conversation,  I  took  a  piece  of 
gold  from  my  purse,  ^for  Donald  had  intimated  she 
lived  on  alms,)  expectmg  she  would  at  least  stretdi 
her  hand  to  receive  it  But  she  neither  accepted  nor 
rejected  the  gift— she  did  not  even  seem  to  notice  it, 
though  twenty  times  as  valuable,  probably,  as  was 
usually  ofTered.  I  was  obliged  to  plaoe  it  on  bar 
knee,  saying  involtmtarily,  as  I  did  so,  "  May  God 
pardon  you,  and  relieve  you !"  1  shall  never  forget 
the  look  which  she  cast  up  to  Heaven,  nor  the  tone 
in  which  she  exclaimed,  in  the  very  words  of  my  old 
friend,  John  Home— 

"  My  bMutifltl— my  brmv«  i" 

It  was  the  language  of  nature,  and  arose  from  the 
heart  of  the  deprived  mother,  as  it  did  from  that 
gifted  imaginative  poet,  while  furnishing  with  appio- 
piiate  expressions  the  ideal  grief  of  Lady  EUndolph. 


CHAPTER   II. 

O,  rm  eome  to  the  Low  Country 

Och,  oeh,  oliunoctiie, 
Without  a  pennjp  in  oiy  pouch 

To  buy  ft  meai  for  me. 
1  wai  the  proude«t  of  my  elan, 

Lonf ,  lone  may  I  rapine ; 
And  Donala  wai  the  biaveit  man. 

And  Donald  be  was  mine.— OW  Bo»£. 

Elspat  had  enjoyed  happy  days,  though  her  age 
had  sunk  into  hopeless  and  inconsolable  sorrow  and 
distress.    She  was  once  the  beautiful  and  happy  wife 
of  Hamish  MacTavish,  for  whom  his  strength  and 
feats  of  prowess  had  gained  the  tide  of  MacTavish 
Mhor.    His  life  was  turbulent  and  dangerous,  his  ha- 
bits being  of  the  old  Highland  stamp,  which  esteemed 
it  shame  to  want  any  thing  that  could  be  had  for  the 
taking.    Those  in  the  Lowland  line  who  lay  near 
him,  and  desired  to  enjoy  their  Uves  and  property  in 
guiet,  were  contented  to  pay  him  a  email  oompositioo, 
in  name  of  protection  money,  and  comforted  them- 
selves with  the  old  proverb,  that  it  was  better  to 
"fleech  the  deil  than  fight  him."    Othera,  who  ac- 
counted such  composition  dishonourable,  were  often 
surorised  by  MacTavish  Mhor,  and  his  associates  and 
followers,  who  usually  inflicted  an  adequate  penalty, 
either  in  person  or  property,  or  both.    The  crewb  is 
yet  remembered,  in  which  ne  swept  one  hundred  and 
fifty  cows  from  Monteith  in  one  drove ;  and  how  he 
placed  the  laird  of  Ballybught  naked  in  a  slonidi,  for 
having  threatened  to  send  for  a  party  of  the  Hii^- 
land  Watch  to  protect  his  property. 

Whatever  were  occasionally  the  triumphs  of  this 
daring  cateran,  they  were  often  exchanged  for  le- 
verses ;  and  his  narrow  escapes,  rapid  flights,  and  the 
ingenious  stratagems  with  which  he  extricated  him- 
self from  imminent  danger,  were  no  less  rememberad 
and  admired,  than  the  exploits  in  which  he  had  been 
succcssfiil.  In  weal  or  wo,  through  every  species  of 
fatigue,  difficultv,  and  danger,  Ebpat  was  his  faitfafol 
companion.  Sne  enjoyed  with  him  the  fits  of  occa- 
sional prosperity :  and  when  adversity  pressed  them 
hard,  her  strength  of  mind,  readiness,  of  wit,  and  cou- 
rageous endurance  of  danger  and  toil,  are  said  oftso 
tonave  stimulsted  the  exertions  of  her  husbend. 

Their  morality  was  of  the  old  Highland  cast;  faitk- 
fiil  friends  and  fierce  enemies:  the  Lowland  herds 
and  harvests  they  accounted  their  own,  whenerer 
they  had  the  means  of  driving  oflfthe  one,  or  of  ads' 
ine  upon  the  other;  nor  did  tne  least  scruple  on  the 
rumt  of  property  interfere  on  such  occasions.  Hamiih 
Mnor  argued  Uke  the  old  Cretan  warrior : 

My  aword,  my  apear,  my  ahafgy  afatdd. 

They  make  me  lord  of  all  below  ; 
For  he  who  dreada  the  lanee  to  wield. 

Before  my  ihagfy  ahield  raaat  bow* 
Hie  land*,  hia  vineyard*,  mnat  reaige. 
And  all  that  coward*  have  ta  mine. 

But  those  days  of  perilous,  though  frequently  soc- 
cessful  depredation,  began  to  be  abridged,  aflier  the 
L  failure  of  the  expedition  of  Prince  Charles  Edward. 
MacTavish  Mhor  had  not  sat  still  on  that  occasisai 
and  he  was  outlawed,  both  as  a  traitor  to  the  stats. 
and  as  a  robber  and  cateran.    Gamsons  were  now 
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MUlnl  in  mwir  pltcM  wtier*  •  roi-coBi  hid  navci 
bffm  been  Km,  and  the  Suon  war-drum  rtsaund- 
d  imonB  the  most  hidden  rece«iiea  of  ihu  Highland 
nounluna.  llie  Tats  of  MacTeviih  became  every 
diT  mar*  ineriieble ;  and  ii  wu  the  more  difficult  ft>r 
iira  10  mike  hU  rierlions  fiir  defence  or  eecnpe,  thai 
Ehui.  amid  hia  evil  daya,  hud  increawd  hin  family 
with  an  infant  child,  which  was  a  considerabiB  en- 
emibrance  upon  the  nocesaary  rapidity  of  ihetr  mo- 

Ai  lenoih  the  fatal  day  arrived.  In  a  eirunR  paaa 
OD  tbn  ahirts  of  Ben  Cmnchan,  the  ccltbralcd  Mac- 
Taiuh  Mlior  waa  surpriaed  bv  a  deiachmpni  of  the 
Silwr  Roy.*   Hia  wife  oasis litl  him  heroically,  chary- 


[boivh  it  waa  Tio[  uniil  hp  had  fired  olfiiioal  of  the 
Kit  IT  buttons  fniTn  hia  waii>tcont,  nnd  the  aoldtcra, 
v<  l>>nKet  drirrred  by  (ear  of  the  unerring  tnarkaman, 
>hi>  had  atain  llirea  and  woundol  more  of  Ihiii 
anmlwr,  apiiniaelird  his  atronBhold,  and,  unable  to 
Till-  him  ■live,  slew  him,  al^er  a  muat  desperate  re- 

A:i  [hi*  FJiipot  witncsatd  and  survived,  for  she  had, 
a  llie  RhiM  which  relied  on  her  (or  supporl,  a  mutivr 
tr  >iti-niitli  and  exertion.  In  what  manner  ahc 
iinni  hcraclr  it  is  not  easy  to  aay.  Her  only 
a  flock  of  thm)  or 
■    I  th( 


10  iba  opinions  of  th«  present 


KVnnhle  means  of  support  were  a  flock  of  tli 
faDrpiatii,  which  she  (ed  wherever  she  pleated 
■uintain  pBsiutMktKi  one  cbalLenBing  the  in" 
li  the  funeral  dislren  of  the  country,  her 

■i|iiainian«9  had  Ullle  to  heeiow    ' ■- 


1  of  mind  and  body  bc^n  I 


and  her  unotancn  rerpecting  the  ehaniies  of  the  so- 
cieiy  with  whiidi  die  luiuKini  h>  Utile.  In  vlahinit 
frientla  and  mgiifabiiuni,  hi-  becnnir  awars  of  toe  ex- 
tremely reduoedacile  to  wliich  hi*  narcnl  waa  Uintlcd, 
nnd  learned  that  thepoMrMetlliitlearnotbiniia — 


hepouii 


.  uf  life,  lod  that  tbeip 
of f*Uiii{!.    At  timcihla 

Mnipiliini, 

meaDa  «  rooirihuting  lu  fair  aiiriiutl.  unless  by 
tiloopinii  tn  servde  labnur.  wbicbi  if  nt  hinmetf  eunla 
have  crMured  it,  wouM,  he  kneii',  have  been  like  a 
dcaib's-wound  to  the  piidu  uf  his  mothn'. 

EUpat,  meniiwhik-,  m  w  with  tnipriar,  that  HaiMali 
Bern  alibouuh  now  iiU  and  iil  (or  the  field,  ahowcd 
NO  dispoulian  to  enter  on  liiafathor'aicencufactiull. 
Thcri'  was  sumeihinB  uf  ilie  iiKiihtv  at  her  heart, 
vhirh  prevented  luTRum  iiinnR  hint  in  pish)  (erma 
lo  lake  tlic  field  a*  a  ealutan,  fur  the  fear  oceuired  of 
ihe  perils  into  whirh  ihv  tliulu  liiuM  oonduci  hini) 
and  when  she  wiiuld  have  apiiken  la  hint  on  the  sub- 
ject, It  Meincd  to  her  heaitil  iiiia^natkni  as  if  the 
S-'iosi  uf  her  huilMtid  aiosr  belween  lll■^m  in  bis 
oodv  lartana,  and  liyinit  hia  finder  nn  hia  lips,  ap- 
peared to  prohibit  llu-  topic.  Yet  ahe  wondered  a) 
...k.. 1  L .  ^  jpjjj,^  HfibeH  as  she  saw 


^trled  Lowland  ci 


at  Iiis  side. 


but  what  they    poecd  upon  tile  Cael  motead  of  ihiir  own  romantic 

,,_ -— ntii*  ihey  will-  ,  ^arb,  and  thoudit  how  much  npnrer  he  would  have 

Bfiy  devoted  10  the  relief  of  others.  From  Lowland    ;  rLWniblpd  her  husband,  had  he  bf.iii  eliul  in  tho  belt- 

in  the  eomeiimea  demanded  tribute,  t  "' 

TiqiifBieil  alms.     She  had  noi  forKoilen  i 

indow  of  UacTavtsh  Mhor,  ut  that  ihi 

Boned  by  her  knee  miRhl,  such  were  hi..  .. — „_._ 

Mil,  emulate  one  day  ilie  fame  of  his  father,  and    i 

ommand  the  same  influence  which  ho  had  once  ei. 

moi  withonl  control,    .^he  associated  so  lilllc  with 

rihn\  went  so  seldom  and  so  unvdllint^y  from  thi'    i 

■ddesl  rece—ea  of  the  mountains,  where  she  usually    i 

Mt  with  heTKoaiB,thBt  she  watmiiteunoansciou!!    i 

rfihe  ffreai  change  which  had  taken  place  in  th<,>   i 


ad  plaid  a 

Kvaides  ilii'se  suhjccts  lor  aniiuiy,  Elspai  had 
mhera  anaiiu  IVoiu  ibeunarotuneimnetuaNlyofber 
tcmm.  Her  hive  of  MacTavirti  Hbor  bad  bcni 
iiualin«l  by  reaped  ana  Mnneliiuea  uvan  by  fear  i  for 
the  catuian  was  not  the  iipurivs  uTinan  who  Rabniiti 
Q  female  government]  bill   over  bin  son  she  bad 

atly  youth,  an  impenoua 


er.  the  aubatitulion  of  eivil  order  for 
BWitiry  violence,  and  ibe  atrnwlh  Eained  by  ihe  lav.- 
Balm  adberenta  over  those  who  were  callM  in  Gae- 
iraone.  "the  stormy  sons  of  Ihe  sword."  Her  owi. 
fainishei)  ransequencr  and  straitened  circumaiancet 
^  mdeed  felt,  bui  for  Ibis  the  death  of  HacTavitl 
Khar  waa,  in  her  aporehensbn,  a  sufiicinK  rcaeon 
■d  ihe  doubted  nut  thai  she  should  rise  to  her  fo> 
ma  fiste  of  importance,  when  Hsmish  Bean  (or 
Fu-.hairrd  James)  should  be  able  lo  wield  (he  arm'.  , 
ifbii  Aither.  IF,  ihen.  Elsnai  waa  repelled  rudel; 
■Wn  she  demanded  any  thi 

(>.-     ■iiinn.r   !iir  rlireata  of  vengeance,  u.,.^u.o., 
vmssrd,  yet  tpmj.l,- in_ their  lonor,  used  frequenilv 


d  any  thing  neceassiy  for  faei 
imodilion  c?  her  little  flock,  by  n 


M>«»od 

«*  rrf  Ma 


tfaroiIKh  fear  of  her  msJoliclionB,  the  relief 

denied  to  lier  necessilieBi  and  the  trem- 

.  _  wife,  who  gsve  meal  or  money  10  the  wi- 

Mac-Tavi'h  iMnor,  wished  in  her  heari  Ihii 

'  :id  been  burnt  on  the  day  her 


«  of 


:rewup,n< 


.1,    indHamiah  Bei 

18  father's  toe  or  s.._.„-.-, 

'  Ji-apiiiied,  fkir-baitud  youth, 


•ph  a  mddy  cheek,  an  eye  like  an  ea^le,  and  all  die 
>F!;:r,  if  not  all  ihe  atrensth,  of  his  (brmidsble  father, 
V^  whose  hialory  and  achievements  his  mothct 
^(l!.  m  order  to  form  her  son's  mind  lo  a  similtr 
'  of  adventures.  But  the  youns  sec  the  prescc  i 
if  this  changeful  world  more  Keenly  than  the 
Mneh  attached  to  his  mother,  and  diaposed  tu 
—  in  his  power  lor  her  ninport,  Hsmish  yet  pei- 
I  Mred,  when  he  mixed  with  the  wotld,  that  the  trade 
I  4theeatenn  was  now  alike  danireioui  and  diacre- 
t  bbk,  and  that  if  be  were  lo  emulate  his  father's 
vf.  it  luuat  b«  in  tom*  oiher  line  of  warfare. 


lOt  benr,  when  Haiiii^.  wiih  advaiu.~„ , ...., 

epcnii'd  ttepB  town rds  independence,  absented  him- 
elf  from  her  coilaKC  at  such  season,  and  for  such 

pneth  of  lime  as  he  chose,  and  seemed  lo  eonaideT, 

;thi,NHli   moiiitojninR    lownnls  her  every  pasnble 

...  I  in  J  kindneHB,  that  the  control  and 

.t'  been  of  liitlc  consequence,  could 
III'  ii'Lt'  I  .UK  .'^iltxl  her  fediiipswilhui  her  own  bosom; 
>ii[  llu  .iriiiMij  an4  impniiencc of  her  pasaiuna  made 
lii'  Trii  III  inly  shall'  her  son  that  she  conceived  har- 
.']r  r.<'t;l>.i'iui  andill  used.  When  be  was  absent  for 
'  time  from  her  cotluite,  without  eiting 


iiitiiiKitjiiu  of  hia  putpoai,  __ _... 

turn  uicd  lo  be  so  uiirrasonable,  ihat  it  nat 
suflKfBicil  to  a  young  man  fond  of  indcpendenci 
de^irciue  le  amend  bis  situation  in  the  world,  to 
her,  even  for  the  very  puipose  of  enablinR  him  t 
vide  for  lhe;)arent  whose  efioliBticttl  lU-manda  r 


1 


some  independ<-nt  em 
fell  herself  afl'ninled 


n  havinR  been  guilty  of 
,  bv  which  Ihe  molher 
eohlifred.  she  had  been 


respect  for  his 

aloud,  he  was  ■ 

but  barely  entci 

"  Hamisli."  I 


Slo  hiniBflf  Ihe  reply  which  hi* 
icr  prcvenlid  him  from  apeakini; 
out  to  leave  Ihe  but  which  behad 


_aid  his  mother,    are  you  aJiain 

«ve  mot"    Bui  Hamish  only  replied  by  lo 
ind  rubbing  the  loek  of  his  gun. 


Sff 
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'^  Ay,  rub  the  lock  of  your  gun,"  said  his  parent, 
bitterly ;  ''  I  am  Klad  you  nave  courage  enough  to  fire 
it,  tlioui^li  it  be  but  at  a  roc-decr."  Hainisn  started 
at  tills  undesen'cd  taunt,  and  cast  a  look  of  anger  at 
her  in  n^ply.  Siie  saw  that  she  had  found  the  means 
ufi^ivinghim  pain. 

"  Ves,"  she  said,  "  look  fierce  as  you  will  at  an  old 
woman,  and  your  mother;  it  wouldi  be  long  ere  you 
bent  your  brow  on  the  angry  countenance  of  a  beard- 
ed man." 

"  lie  silent,  mother,  or  speak  of  what  you  under- 
stand," said  Hamish,  much  irritated,  "  and  that  is  of 
the  dislnft'and  thcsphidle." 

"  And  was  it  of  spindle  and  distaff  that  I  was 
thinking  when  I  bore  you  away  on  my  back, 
throui^h  the  fire  of  six  of  tne  Saxon  soldiers,  and  you 
a  wnilirig  child  1  I  tell  you,  Hamish,  I  know  a  hun- 
dred-fold more  of  swords  and  guns  than  ever  you 
will ;  and  you  will  never  learn  so  much  of  noble 
war  by  yourself,  as  von  have  seen  when  you  were 
WTappod  up  in  my  pln'id." 

*'  ^'ou  are  deiermim-d  at  least  to  allow  me  no 
pence  nt  home,  mother}  but  this  shall  have  an  end," 
said  HamiHJ),  as,  resuTnmg  hispuri>ose  of  leaving  the 
hut,  Ih.'  roiu*  and  went  towards  the  door. 

"  Stay,  I  command  you,"  said  his  mother;  "  stay! 
or  may  the  gun  you  carry  be  the  means  of  your 
ruin— lijay  the  roa«f  you  arc  going  be  the  track  of  your 
funeral !" 

"What  makes  you  use  such  words,  mother?" 
said  till!  young  man,  turning  a  little  back—"  they  are 
not  goiid,  and  good  cannot  come  of  them.  Farewell 
just  now,  we  are  loo  angr>'  to  speak  together — fare- 
well ;  it  will  be  longern  you  see  me  agam."  And  he 
dep.'irird,  his  motlier,  in  the  first  burst  of  her  impa- 
tieiuT",  slu»wering  after  him  her  maledictions,  and  in 
tlie  next  invoking  them  on  her  own  head,  so  tliat 
they  might  si)are  her  son's.  She  passed  that  day 
anci  th«>  next  in  all  the  vehemence  of  impotent  and 
yet  unrestrained  passion,  now  entreating  Heaven, 
and  such  powers  as  were  familiar  to  her  by  rude  tra- 
dition, to  restore  her  dear  son,  "  the  calf  of  her  heart ;" 
now  in  impatient  resentment,  meditating  with  what 
bitter  terms  she  should  rebuke  his  fihal  disobedi- 
ence unoii  his  return,  and  now  studying  the  most 
lender  language  to  attach  him  to  the  cottage,  which, 
when  her  boy  was  present,  she  would  not,  in  the 
rapture  of  her  affection,  have  exchanged  for  the  apart- 
ments of  Taymouth  Castle. 

Two  days  passed,  during  which,  neglecting  even 
the  slender  means  of  supporting  nature  which  her 
situation  afforded,  nothing  but  the  strength  of  a 
frame  accustomed  to  hardships  and  privations  of 
every  kind,  could  have  kept  her  in  existence,  not- 
withstanding the  anguish  of  her  mind  prevented  her 
being  sensible  of  her])eraonal  weakness.  Her  dwell- 
ing, at  this  period,  was  the  same  cottage  near  wliich 
I  had  found  her,  but  then  more  habitable  by  the  exer- 
tions of  Hamish.  by  whom  it  had  been  in  a  great 
measure  built  ana  repaired. 

It  was  on  the  third  day  after  her  son  had  disappear- 
ed, as  she  sal  at  the  door  rocking  herself,  after  the 
fashion  of  her  countrywomen  when  in  distress,  or  in 
pain,  that  the  then  unwonted  circumstance  occur- 
red of  a  passenger  being  seen  on  the  high-road  above 
the  cottage.  She  cast  but  one  glance  at  him— he 
was  on  horseback,  so  that  it  could  not  be  Hamish, 
and  El.spat  cared  not  enough  for  any  other  being  on 
earth,  to  make  her  turn  her  eyes  towards  him  a 
second  time.  The  stranger,  however  paused  op- 
positft  to  her  cottage,  and  dismounting  from  his  pony, 
led  it  down  the  steep  and  broken  path  which  con- 
ducted to  her  door. 

"  Ood  bless  you,  Elspat  MacTavish  I"  she  looked 
at  the  man  as  he  addressed  her  in  her  native  lan- 
guag«>,  with  the  displeased  air  of  one  whose  reverie  is 
iniernipted  \  but  the  traveller  went  on  to  say,  "  I 
bring  you  tidings  of  your  son  Hamish."  At  once, 
from  being  the  most  uninteresting  object,  in  respect 
10  Elspat,  that  could  exist,  the  form  of  the  stranger 
been  mo  awful  in  her  eyes,  as  that  of  a  messenger 
descended  from  Heaven,  expressly  to  pronounce  upon 
her  death  or  life.  She  started  from  her  seat  and 
with  hands  convulsively  clasped  togvther,  and  held 


up  to  Heaven,  eyes  fixed  on  the  stranger's  counte- 
nance, and  person  stooping  forward  to  him,  she 
looked  those  inquiries,  which  her  faltc^ring  tongue 
could  not  articulate.  *'  Your  son  sends  you  his  duti- 
fid  remcmbnince  and  this,"  said  the  messenger,  put- 
ting into  Elspat's  hand  a  small  purse  containing  four 
or  five  dollars. 

"  He  is  gone,  he  is  gone !"  exclaimed  Elspat ;  "  he 
has  sold  himself  to  be  the  servant  of  the  Saxons, 
and  I  shall  never  more  behold  him  !  Tell  me.  Miles 
MacPhadraick.  for  now  I  know  yon,  is  it  the  price  of 
the  son's  blood  that  you  have  put  into  the  mother's 
hand  7" 

"  Now,  God  forbid !"  answered  MacPhadraick,  who 
was  a  tacksman,  and  had  possession  of  u  coiibidera- 
ble  tract  of  ground  under  his  Chief,  a  proprietor  who 
lived  about  twenty  miles  off— "God  forbid  I  should 
do  wrong,  or  say  wrong,  to  you,  or  to  the  son  of  Mac- 
Tavish Mhor!  I  swear  to  you  by  the  hand  of  iiiy 
Chief,  that  your  son  is  well,  and  will  soon  see  you; 
and  the  rest  he  will  tell  you  himself.''  Si>  saying, 
MacPhadraick  hastened  back  upiheoathway— gaiii- 
0(1  the  road,  mounted  his  pony,  and  rode  upon  hii 
way. 


CHAPTER   III. 

Elspat  MacTavish  remained  gazing  on  the  mo- 
ney, as  if  the  impress  of  the  iX)in  could  nave  conv^ed 
iniormation  how  it  was  procured. 

"J  love  not  this  MacPnadraick."  she  said  to  her* 
self;  "it  was  his  race  of  whom  the  Bard  hath  q)0* 
ken.  saying,  Fear  them  not  when  their  wordsare  loud 
as  tne  winter's  wind,  but  fear  them  when  theT  fialloii 
you  like  the  sound  of  the  thrush's  song.  And  yet  this 
riddle  can  be  read  but  one  way :  My  hui  hath  taken 
the  sword,  to  win  that  with  strength  like  a  man, 
which  churls  would  keep  him  from  with  the  words 
that  frighten  children."  This  idea,  when  once  it  oc- 
curred to  her,  seemed  the  more  rea.sonable,  that  Mac- 
Phadraick, as  she  well  knew,  himself  a  cautious  man. 
had  so  far  encomragcd  her  husband's  practices,  as  oc- 
casionally to  buy  cattle  of  MacTavish,  although  he 
must  have  well  known  how  they  were  come  by,  ta- 
king care,  however,  that  the  transaction  was  so  madc^ 
as  to  be  accompanied  with  eicnt  profit  and  absolata 
safety.  Who  so  likely  as  AlacPhadraick  to  indicate 
to  a  young  cateran  the  glen  in  which  he  could  com- 
mence his  perilous  trade  with  most  prospect  of  suc- 
cess, who  so  likely  to  convert  his  booty  mto  money  1 
The  feeUngs  whicli  another  might  have  experienced 
on  believing  that  an  only  son  had  rushed  forward  on 
the  same  path  in  which  nis  father  had  perished,  were 
scarce  known  to  the  Highland  mothers  of  that  day. 
She  thought  of  the  death  of  MacTavish  3Ihor  as  that 
of  a  hero  who  had  fallen  in  his  proper  trade  of  war, 
and  who  had  not  fallen  unavenged.  She  feared  lesa 
for  her  son's  life  than  for  hia  dishonour.  She  dread- 
ed on  his  account  the  subjectipn  to  strangers,  and  the 
death-sleep  of  the  soul  which  is  brought  on  by  what 
she  regarded  as  s]aver>'. 

The  moral  principle  which  so  naturally  and  so  mat- 
ly  occurs  to  the  mind  of  those  who  have  been  emica- 
tod  under  a  settled  government  of  laws  that  protect 
the  property  of  the  weak  against  the  incursions  of  the 
strong,  was  to  noor  Elspat  a  book  sealed  and  a  foun- 
tain closed.  She  had  been  taught  to  consider  thoae 
whom  they  called  Saxons,  as  a  race  with  whom  the 
Gael  were  constantly  at  war,  and  she  regarded  evecr 
settlement  of  theirs  within  the  reach  of  Highland 
incursion,  as  affording  a  legitimate  object  of  attack 
and  plunder.  Her  feelings  on  thui  point  had  been 
strengthened  and  confirmed,  not  only  by  the  desire  of 
revenge  for  the  death  of  her  husband,  but  by  the 
sense  of  general  indignation  entertained,  not  ui^uaily, 
through  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  on  account  of 
the  barbarous  and  violent  conduct  of  the  victors  after 
the  battle  of  Culloden.  Other  Highland  clans,  too^ 
she  re^rdcd  as  the  fair  objects  of  plunder  when  that 
was  possible,  upon  the  score  of  ancient  enmitiee  and 
deadly  feuds. 

The  prudence  that  might  have  weighed  the  alendff 
means  which  the  times  afTorded  for  renating  the  «f 
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fitfts  of  a  oombined  fiuirernnwDt  which  had,  in  ita 
lets  compact  and  established  autiiority,  been  unable 
to  pot  down  the  ravages  of  such  lawless  caterans  as 
MacTaviah  lfhor«  was  unknown  to  a  solitary  woman, 
whose  ideas  still  dwelt  upon  her  own  earljr  times. 
She  imagined  that  her  son  had  only  to  proclaim  him- 
tdf  ilia  father's  successor  in  adventure  and  enterpriaa 
and  that  a  force  of  men  as  gallant  as  those  who  had 
followed  his  father's  banner,  would  crowd  around  to 
wpport  it  when  again  displayed.    To  her,  Hamish 
was  the  eagle  who liad onfy  to  soar  aloft  andresume 
his  native  place  in  the  skies,  without  her  being  able 
to  comprehend  how  many  additional  eyes  woula  have 
witched  his  ffi^t,  how  many  additional  bullets  would 
have  been  directed  at  his  bosom.    To  be  brief|  Elspat 
WH  one  who  viewed  the  present  state  of  society  with 
the  same  feelings  with  which  she  regarded  the  times 
that  had  pasaeaaway.    She  had  been  indigent  ne- 
glected, oppressed,  smce  the  davs  that  her  nusband 
bid  no  longer  been  feared  ana  powerful,  and  she 
thought  that  the  term  of  her  ascendance  would  re- 
turn when  her  son  had  determined  to  play  the  part 
of  his  father.    If  she  permitted  her  eye  to  glance  far- 
ther into  futurity,  it  was  but  to  anticipate  that  she 
mast  be  for  many  a  day  cold  in  the  grave,  with  the 
coronach  of  her  tribe  cried  duly  over  her,  before  her 
bir-haired  Hamish  could,  according  to  her  calcula- 
tion, die  with  his  hand  on  the  baidtet-hilt  of  the  red 
daymore.    His  father's  hair  was  gray,  ere,  after  a 
hundred  dangers,  he  had  fallen  with  his  arms  in  his 
iiiods— That  she  should  have  seen  and  survived  the 
fligfat,  was  a  natural  consequence  of  the  manners  of 
that  age.    And  better  it  was— such  was  her  proud 
thotight— that  she  had  seen  him  so  die,  than  to  have 
witHMsed  his  departure  from  life  in  a  smoky  hovel- 
on  a  bed  of  rotten  straw,  Uke  an  over-worn  hotmd, 
or  a  bullock  which  died  of  disease.    But  the  hour  of 
her  young,  her  brave  Hamish,  was  yet  far  distant. 
He  must  succeed — he  must  conquer,  like  his  father. 
And  when  he  fell  at  length,— for  she  anticipated  for 
faim  no  bloodless  death,— Elspat  would  ere  then  have 
lain  long  in  the  grave,  and  could  neither  see  his  death- 
stragde,  nor  mourn  over  his  grave-sod. 

With  such  wild  notions  working  in  her  brain,  the 
spirit  of  Elspat  rose  to  its  usual  pitch,  or  rather  to  one 
which  seemed  higher.  In  the  emphatic  langiiane  of 
Scripture,  which  m  that  idiom  does  not  greatly  differ 
from  her  own,  she  arose,  she  washed  and  changed 
her  apparel,  and  ate  bread,  and  was  refreshed. 

She  longed  eagerly  for  the  return  of  her  son,  but 
ahe  now  longed  not  with  the  bitter  anxiety  of  doubt 
ud  mprehenaion.  She  said  to  herself  that  much 
most  be  done  ere  he  could  in  these  times  arise  to  be 
an  eminent  and  dreaded  leader.  Yet  when  she  aaw 
him  again,  she  almost  expected  him  at  the  head  of  a 
dning  band,  with  pipes  playing^  and  banners  flyiiig, 
the  noble  tartans  fluttering  free  m  the  wind,  in  despite 
of  the  laws  which  had  suppressed,  under  severe  pe- 
nalties, the  use  of  the  national  garh,  and  all  the  ap- 
portenances  of  Highland  chivalry.  For  all  this,  her 
eager  imagination  was  content  only  to  allow  die  in- 
terval of  some  days. 

From  the  moment  this  opinion  had  taken  deep  and 
■erioQs  possession  of  her  mind,  her  thoughts  were 
bent  upon  receiving  her  son  at  the  head  of  nis  adhe- 
rents hi  the  manner  in  which  she  used  to  adorn  her 
hat  for  the  return  of  his  father. 

The  substantial  means  of  subsistence  she  had  not 
the  power  of  providing,  nor  did  she  consuler  that  of 
unportance.  The  succeasful  caterans  would  bnng 
with  them  herds  and  flocks.  But  the  interior  of  her 
hot  was  arranged  for  their  reception— the  usquebaugh 
was  brewed  or  distilled  in  a  larger  quantity  than  it  comd 
have  been  supposed  one  lone  woman  could  have  made 
ready.  Her  nut  was  put  into  such  order  as  might, 
in  some  degree,  give  it  the  anpearance  of  a  day  ofre- 
joiqng.  It  was  swept  and  decorated  with  boufi^s  of 
various  kinds,  like  the  house  of  a  Jewess,  upon  what 
IS  termed  the  Feast  of  the  Tabernacles.  The  pro- 
duce of  the  milk  of  her  Uttle  flock  was  prepared  in  as 
great  variety  of  forms  as  her  skill  admitted,  to  en- 
t«tam  her  son  and  his  associates  whom  she  expect- 
ed to  receive  along  with  hun. 
But  the  principal  dseoration,  which  she  sought  with 


the  greatest  toil,  was  the  cloud-berry,  a  scarlet  froit, 
which  is  only  found  on  very  high  hills,  and  there 
only  in  small  quantities.  Her  husband,  or  perhaps 
one  of  his  forefathers,  had  chosen  this  as  the  emblem 
of  his  fiiinily.  because  it  seemed  at  once  to  imply  by 
its  scarcity  the  smallness  of  their  clan,  and  by  the 
places  in  which  it  was  found,  the  ambitious  height  of 
their  pretensions. 

For  the  time  that  these  simple  preparations  of  wel- 
come endured,  Elspat  v^as  in  a  state  of  troubled  hap- 
piness. In  fact,  her  only  anxiety  wa&  that  she  might 
be  able  to  coinplete  all  that  she  could  do  to  welcome 
Hamish  and  the  friends  who  she  supposed  must  have 
attached  themselves  to  his  band,  before  they  should 
arrive,  and  find  her  unprovided  for  their  rec^tion. 

But  when  such  c^rts  as  she  could  make  had  been 
accomplished,  she  once  more  had  nothing  left  to  en- 

Sige  her  save  the  trifling  care  of  her  goats ;  and  when 
eee  had  been  attended  to,  she  had  only  to  review 
her  little  preparations,  renew  such  as  were  of  a  tran- 
sitory nature,  replace  decayed  branches  and  fading 
bou^s,  and  then  to  sit  down  at  her  cottage  door  and 
watch  the  road,  as  it  ascended  on  the  one  side  from 
the  banks  of  the  Awe^  and  on  the  other  wound  roimd 
the  heights  of  die  moimtaiu,  with  such  a  degree  of 
accommodation  to  bill  and  level  as  the  plan,  of  the 
military  engineer  penoitted.  While  so  i>ccupied,  her 
imagination,  anticipating  the  future  from  recollections 
of  the  past,  formed  out  of  the  morning  mist  or  the 
evening  cloud  the  wild  forms  of  an  advancing  band, 
which  were  then  called  "  Sidier  Dhu,"— dark  soldiers 
—dressed  in  their  native  tartan,  and  so  named  to  dis- 
tinguish them  from  the  scarlet  ranks  of  the  British 
army.  In  this  occupation  she  spent  many  hours  of 
each  morning  and  evening. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

It  was  in  rain  that  Elspat's  eyes  surveyed  the  dis- 
tant path,  by  the  earliest  light  of  the  dawn  and  the 
latest  gUmmer  of  the  twilight.  No  rising  dust  awa- 
kened the  expectation  of  nodding  plumes  or  flashmg 
arms— the  solitary  traveller  trudged  listlessly  along 
in  his  brown  lowland  groat-coat,  his  tartans  dyed 
black  or  purples  to  comply  with  or  evade  the  faw 
which  prohibited  their  bemg  worn  in  their  variegated 
hues.  The  spirit  of  the  Gael,  sunk  and  broken  by  the 
severe,  thou^  perhaps  necessary  laws,  that  proscri- 
bed the  dress  and  arms  which  he  considered  as  his 
birthright,  was  intimated  by  hia  drooping  head  and 
dejectra  appearance.  Not  in  such  depressed  wander- 
ers did  Elspat  recognise  the  light  and  free  step  of 
her  son,  now,  as  eihe  conclude,  r^nerated  from 
every  sign  of  Saxon  thraldom.  Night  by  night,  as 
darkness  came,  she  removed  from  her  unclosed  door 
to  throw  herself  on  her  restless  pallet,  not  to  aleep 
but  to  watch.  The  brave  and  the  terrible,  she  said, 
walk  by  ni^ht— their  steps  are  heard  in  darkness, 
when  all  is  silent  save  the  whirlwind  and  the  cataract 
—the  timid  deer  comes  only  forth  when  the  sun  is 
upon  the  mountain's  peak ;  out  the  bold  wolf  walks 
in  the  red  light  of  the  harvest-moon.  She  reasoned 
in  vain— her  son's  expected  summons  did  not  call  her 
from  the  lowly  couch,  where  she  lay  dreaming  of  his 
approach.    Hamish  came  not. 

'*  Hope  deferred,"  saith  the  royal  sage,  "  maketh 
the  heart  sick;"  and  strong  as  was  Elspars  constitu- 
tion, she  began  to  experience  that  it  was  tmequal  to  the 
toils  to  which  her  anxious  and  immoderate  affection 
subjected  her,  when  early  one  morning  the  appear- 
ance of  a  traveller  on  the  lonely  mountain-road,  re- 
vived hopes  which  had  begun  to  sink  into  lisdess  de- 
spair. There  was  no  sign  of  Saxon  subjugation 
about  the  stranger.  At  a  distance  she  could  see  the 
flutter  of  the  belted-plaid,  that  drooped  in  graceful 
folds  behind  him,  and  the  plume  that,  placed  in  Uie 
bonnet,  showed  rank  and  gentle  birth.    He  .carried  a 


*  Tho  foat-dtin  poaeh,  worn  by  the  HigUudon  round  thiir 

wmiit 
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■eunwd  all  Ihew  pirljculin,  ths  llebl  slep  of  the 
traveller  waa  haatenHl,  his  ann  wna  WBved  in  token 
orrecopiilion— a  rnoineni  mote,  and  Elspal  helJ  in 
har  arma  her  darli  ne  win.  dressed  in  the  ^arb  of  hu 
anceators,  and  looting,  in  her  mBleniiil  eyet,  the 
niresl  among  ten  ihousand  I 

The  Aral  oulpouHng  of  affection  it  would  bo  impos- 
aibls  lodeacribc.  Rloesines  mingled  with  the  moal 
andeanng  cpilhetB  which  her  energetic  longuaee  af- 
IbtJa,  in  alnying  to  eipresa  ihe  wM  tnplure  of  Els- 
pat  a  }oy.  Her  board  wna  heaped  hastily  with  a\l 
ahe  had  to  ofieri  and  the  inolhcr  watched  the  young 
BOldicr,  aaheptirtODk  of  llie  refreshment,  with  feeljnes 
how  amiilar  lo,  fia  haw  difTerent  from,  ihnau  u-iili 
which  ahe  had  atpn  liim  draw  his  first  i 
Rom  her  boaom  1 

When  the  tumult  of  joy  was  appeased.  Elspt 

came  aniioue  to  know  her  ann'i  nHvpniiirpB 

Could  not  hell 

-..  -,_;ersjjiE  the  hill; , 

in  the  broad  aunshinc,  when  the  penally  waa  so 
¥y,  and  ao  many  red  eoldiera  were  abroad  in  the 
country. 

"'Fearnotfornie,  mother,"  said  Hamiah,  in  a  inne 
dettRaed  to  relieve  her  anxiety,  and  yel  eomewhai 
embarraaacdi  "I  may  wear  the  brcacan'  at  the  gate 
ofPort-AuguBtua,  ifllikeit." 

Oh,  be  not  ttm  daring,   my  beloved  Hamiah, 
thoughil  be  Ihe  fault  which  beat  becomea  thy  father's 
•on— yet  bc^noi  too  dating!    Alas,  they  Bghl  not 
with  fair  weapon  a,  and  on 


_  lie  aea !  who  am 
Have  I  never  been  in  a  birhne  in  my  life— neitt 

: n  the  Sound  of  Mull,  the  Alei  of  TrMhomiA, 

and  the  rough  rocka  of  HeTTiBl" 

"Alas,  mother,  I  go  far,  far  from  all  of  these— I  am 
eoliated  in  one  of  ihe  new  reainients,  and  we  go 
gainel  the  French  in  America. 
^'Enlisted  I"  uttered  the  aBtoniahcd  mothei^ 
against  mv  will— without  ni»  consent- You  cocld 
ot— you  would  not,"— then  riamg  up,  and  asinimint 

"  Despair,  mother,  darea  every  thinjj,"  anawend 
Ramiah,  in  a  lone  of  melancholy  reaoluiion.  "What 
ahould  I  do  here,  where  I  can  acarce  gel  bread  for 
myself  and  you,  and  when  the  times  are  arowinB 
dady  worse  1  Would  you  but  ait  down  endlieten,  I 
would  convince  you  I  have  acted  for  the  best.^' 

With  B  bitter  amile  EUpat  aat  down,  and  thesami 
-jvere  ironical  expresaiun  was  on  her  fcalur*a,  a^ 
wiih  her  lipa  firmly  cioaed.  ahe  listened  lo  hia  vindi- 


Hamish  v 


est  mother. 


..  lyt  with  fair  we 

«iIUbI  lerma,  but  tokc  odda  ot  numbei , 

ap  that  the  feeble  and  the  strong  are  alike  levelled  by 
the  ahol  of  a  boy.  And  do  not  think  me  unworthy 
lo  be  called  your  faiher's  widow,  and  your  mother, 
because  I  apeak  t)ui9;  for  God  knoweih,  that,  man 
toman,  I  would  wril  ihee  aaainel  thebest  inBread- 
albane,  and  broad  Lorn  bcBideB." 

"1  assure  you,  tny  dearest  tnoiher."  replied  Ha- 
misb,  "ihall  —  ...-., 

HacPhadraick 


danger.     But  havt 


ia  thus  ws  ahauld  deal  with 
my  counsel,  and  truat  him  i 

Hamisb  cotild  not  suppress  a  sigh,  which  wcmed 
to  Elspal  to  intimate  that  the  caution  came  too  late. 
"What  have  yoo  done  «-iib  hunl"  she  continued, 
eager  and  alarmed.  "I  had  money  of  him,  and  he 
■ivei  not  that  without  value— he  la  none  of  those  who 
•ichimge  barley  for  chaff  Oh.  if  you  repent  you  ol 
your  bargain,  and  if  ii  be  one  which  you  may  break 
off  without  disgrace  lo  your  truth  or  your  manhood 
take  back  hia  ulvrt.  and  trust  not  to  bis  fair  words." 

"  tl  may  not  be,  mother,"  Baid  Hamish ;  "  I  do  ni 


I  know  nol  w^hat  riulybelongs  to  the  wtfe 
of  B  daring  man  )    Thou  an  hut  a  boy 

when  thy  father  hnd   been  the  dread  of  tin. 

'    yeara,  he  did  nol  despise  my  company  and 

,  but  often  said  my  help  was  worth  thai  of 

Ihai  score,  mother i  but 


mghim;  "and  ihii 


luthat 


la  rooled  to  the  aijil  where  il  groivs,  and  mui. 

carried  elsewhen-?  I  have  breathed  olher  windi 
than  theae  of  Ben  CruBcfaau— 1  have  follovi^  youi 
father  to  the  wild.i  of  Ross,  and  the  impenclrabh 
dewrta  of  Y  Mac  Y  Mhor-Tb»h,  man,  my  limbs 
old  as  ihey  are,  will  bear  me  as  far  as  your  youni 
*-* icethev-" 

'"'bSt'le 


'ccted  liisplea 


lor  odUiouKh  1  knew  he  is  crafty  and  worldly,  after 
the  fashion  of  the  Sassenach,  yet  he  is  woe.  andl 
thought  how  he  wotdd  teach  me,  as  it  would  cost 
'  m  nothing,  in  which  way  1  could  mend  our  eitale 

the  world." 

"Our  eatate  in  (he  worldl"  said  Etspat,  losiBl 
r-tience  al  the  word;  "and  went  you  to  a  baia 
fellow  with  a  aoul  no  bcllerthsn  that  of  a  cowherd 
10  ask  counsel  aboui  your  conduct?  Your  falba 
asked  none,  save  of  his  courage  and  hia  sword." 

"  Dearest  mother,"  answered  Hamiah,  "  how  shall 
invineevou  llialyoulivein  this  land  of  our  father^ 
if  our  fathers  were  yet  living  7  You  walk  as  it 
.-..-e  in  a  dream,  aurrounded  by  the  phantoms  ofthoat 
who  have  been  long  with  tho  dead.  When  my 
folher  lived  and  fouglil,  the  great  resi>ected  the  Man 
of  the  strong  right  haiid,  and  the  rich  leared  him. 
He  had  protection  from  HacAllBn  Mhor,  and  from 
Cabcrfae,*  and  tribute  from  meaner  men.  That  ia 
ended,  and  hiB  son  would  only  earn  a  diagracEfu]  and 
unpilied  death,  by  the  practicea  which  gave  hia  laituc 
credit  and  power  among  those  who  wear  the  brm- 

in.    The  land  is  conquered— its  lights  airquenchai 

Glengaiy,  Lochiel  Perth,  Lord  Lewis,  all  the  high 
chiefk,  arcdead  or  in  exile— Wemay  mourn  for  it,  bnt 
we  cannoi  help  it.  Bonnet,  broadsword,  and  apor- 
'.renp^b.  and  wealth,  were  all  Ion  M 


such  like  dastardly  s] 


iielled  by  youroi 


like  the'  fearful  walerfowl,  to  whom  the  It 

cloud  in  ihe  aky  seems  ihe  shadow  of  the  eagle." 

"Mother,"  said  Hamieb,  proudly,  "lay  nol  g 

heori  lo  my  charge.    I  go  w' 


III  bold  beana  too. 
!  I  may  gather  farm 
mother  lo  perish  ii 


who  have  strong 

age,  and  aolituae,'  eoio  aispai,  easaying 

ly  every  means  of  moving  a  resoluiion,  which  sfat 
began  to  see  was  more  deeply  rooleil  than  ahe  had 
at  firsi  thought. 

"  Not  so,  neither}"  be  answered  ;  "  I  leave  foa  to 
comfort  and  certainty,  which  yon  have  yst  sem 
known.  Barcaldine'a  son  ia  made  a  leader,  add 
with  him  I  have  enrolled  myaelf:  MacPhaiiiaidl 
and  nnda  bia  own  ia 


"wfb'ii. 


ed  Hamiah  r  "forBaicaldi „-.., 

hia  wood  of  Letler-HndreiRhl,  with  groaatbr 


vraman,  biltoiy, 
1  it  also."  coDiiBa- 


cow,  when  you  please  to  havs  ona.  ^ 
t  and  my  own  pay,  deueal  (ootbK 
I  tu  away,  will  do  more  man  ptoni 


you  with  meal,  and  with  aU  else  you  a 
Mr  ft*  un  sf  the  fa^  «( tUe  him  diitf  oThi 
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not  fear  for  me.  I  enter  a  priTate  gentleman ;  but  I 
will  return,  if  hard  fighting;  and  regular  duty  can 
deaenra  it,  an  officer,  and  with  half  a  dollar  a-day.'* 

"Poor  child  .'"—replied  Elepat,  in  a  tone  of  pity 
minded  with  contempt,  "  and  you  truat  MacPna* 
draioL  V* 

"I  mkht,  mother"— said  Hamish,  the  dark  red 
colour  or  his  race  crossing  his  forehead  and  cheeks, 
"for  NacPhadraick  knows  the  blood  which  flows  in 
my  veins,  and  is  a wara  that  should  he  bre«k  trust  with 
jWLhe  might  count  the  days  which  could  bring  Ha- 
mish back  to  Breadalbane,  and  number  those  of  his 
life  within  three  auns  more.  I  would  kill  him  at  his 
own  hearth,  did  he  break  his  word  with  me— I  would, 
by  the  great  Being  who  made  us  both." 

The  look  and  attitude  of  the  young  soldier  for  a 
moment  overawed  Elspat ;  she  was  unused  to  see 
bon  eq)re8s  a  deep  and  bitter  mood,  which  remind- 
ed her  so  strongly  of  his  father,  but  she  resumed  her 
remonstrances  m  the  same  taunting  manner  in  which 
she  had  commenced  them. 

"Poor boy!"  she  said :  "and  you  think  that  at  the 
distance  of  half  the  world  your  threats  will  be  heard 
or  thought  of!  But,  go— go— place  your  neck  under 
him  of  Hanover's  yoke,  against  whom  every  true 
Gael  fought  to  the  death— Gk),  disown  the  royal 
Stewart,  tor  whom  yoiv  father,  and  his  fathers,  and 
mother's  fathers,  have  crimsoned  many  a  field  with 
their  blood.— Go,  put  your  head  under  the  belt  of  one 
ot  the  race  of  I>ermia,  whose  children  murdered— 
Tes^*  she  added,  with  a  wild  shriek,  "  murdoedyour 
mother's  lathers  in  their  peaceful  dwellings  in  Glen- 
2* !— Yes,"  she  ^ain  exclaimed,  with  a  wilder  and 
junller  scream,  **I  was  then  unborn,  but  my  mother 
hutold  me— and  I  attended  to  the  voice  of  my  mother 
—well  I  remember  her  words !— They  came  m  peace, 
ind  were  received  in  friendship,  and  blood  and  fire 
•rwe,  and  screams  and  murder!"* 

Mother,"  answered  Hamish,  mournfully,  but  with 
I  decided  tone,  '*  all  that  I  have  thought  over— there 
■  not  a  drop  of  the  blood  of  Glencoe  on  the  noble 
hand  of  Barcaldine— with  the  unhappy  house  of  Glen- 
lyon  the  curse  remains,  and  on  them  God  hath 
IWMBd  it." 

JJmou  speak  like  the  Saxon  priest  already,"  re- 
Plfd  his  mother;  "  will  you  not  better  stay,  and  ask 
i  kiik  from  MeicAllan  Mhor,  that  you  may  preach 
mrmveness  to  the  race  of  Dermid  V 
^   Yesterday  was  yesterday,"  answered  Hamish. 

and  to-day  is  to-day.  When  the  clans  are  crushed  and 
eoolounded  tofcether,  it  is  well  and  wise  that  their 
oatreds  and  their  feuds  should  not  survive  their  in- 
(Hpendenoe  and  their  power.    He  that  cannot  exe- 

*  The  Mlowiof  neeinctaeeoimtof  thii  toooelebrmted  emt, 
■■7  b«  NffleieQt  fbr  thia  plaee  :— 

^-  .**">■  pyfJM  tot  of  tbe  year  less,  ID  sction  of  unezttiiplad 
gw^  dufimeetf  Um  gOTemment  of  Kioff  WjUuun  nf.  id 
^^^"^  JB  the  AttfUBt  praoedinf ,  a  proelaouuion  bad  been 

ich 


Sf '*°Mg,  aooD  after  took  advaotace  of  the  proelamatioD.  Bat 
auedomld  ofQleaooe  «rai  preirented  byaoaidont,  rather  than 
"Win,  ftom  tendering  hti  inbmMaion  within  the  limited  time. 
■  me  and  of  December  he  wmt  to  Colonel  Hill,  who  command- 
•>  (be  gairaoD  m  Fort  William,  to  take  Um  oaUii  of  aitoffianoe 
!?J|2f  .(overament ;  and  Uie  latter  having  ftiraiihed  him  wiUi  a 
J£«  to  Sir  Colin  Campbell,  Sheriff  oT  the  county  of  Argyll, 
Syyd  him  to  repair  immediately  to  loTerary,  to  make  hia 
"""UMOB  in  a  legal  manner  before  that  mafiatrate.  Bat  the 
zy"  iBvarary  lay  throogh  almoit  impaanble  mountains,  the 
yon  wtt  CTtremely  ngoraua,  aad  the  whole  eountrr  waa 
?fT"M  with  a  deep  anow.  So  eager,  however,  waa  Maedonaid 
1^™  the  oatha  bofoie the  limited  Ume  ahoold expire,  that, 
2«affh  Uie  road  lay  within  half  a  mile  of  hia  own  hooae.  ho 
"Wjd  not  to  Tiait  hiB  fhmily,  and,  after  Tariooa  obatroctiont. 
tSS!A  «t  Inverary.  The  time  had  elapaed,  and  the  aheriff 
STk^^  to  receive  hia  aubmiaaion  ;  but  Macdooald  prevaUed 
mT  *?P?rtunitiea.  and  even  tean,  Ib  inducing  Uiat  ftinction- 
S  !^5^>P!*.ter  to  him  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  to  certify 
»!,ri!^  ^'  ^**  ^*]'^'  A'  <^»  t^mo  Sir  John  Dalrrmple,  after- 
ZKS!  ^1^  ^*^*  ^"*9  in  attendance  upon  William  aa  Sec- 
{^WTOf  Slate  for  ScoUand,  took  advantage  of  Maedonald'a 


r*!!^!^Mjo  take  the  oath  within  the  time  preacribed.  and 
erfwM  from  the  King  a  warrant  of  military  ezeeuUon  againat 
i^5HS.'^^  hia  whole  elan.    This  vraa  done  at  the  inatiga 

•KJO  or  the  Bwl  Af  RHMul«llia««    tvh«ia*  lanHa  »Ka  /1I««j>a*  wJ^ 


S3  ^iSi.^  ^^  Breadalbane.  whoae  landa  the  Gleoooe  men 
S*v1i?^t!*^i  ^  whoee  treachery  to  government  in  negotia- 
9ff  with  the  Highland  elana,  Maedonaid  himaelf  had  espoeed. 
MiT.!j£f  ^f"*  accordingly  perauaded  that  Glencoe  waa  the 
gj^jgg*  tothe  paeiflcaUon  of  the  Hif hlanda ;  and  the 


>  «f  tbe  onferauaie  ehiera  aubmiarioa  haviaf  been  eoooMd- 


cute  vengeance  like  a  man,  ahould  not  harhour  use- 
less enmity  like  a  craven.  Mother,  young  Barcaldine 
is  true  and  brave;  I  know  that  MacPhadraick  coun- 
selled him,  that,  he  should  not  let  me  take  leave  of 
you,  lest  you  dissuaded  me  from  my  purpose;  but 
he  said,  'Hamish  MacTaviah  is  the  son  of  a  brave 
man,  and  he  will  not  break  his  word.*  Mother,  Bar- 
caldine leads  an  hundred  of  the  bravest  of  the  sons 
of  the  Ghiel  in  their  native  dress,  and  with  their  fathera* 
arms— heart  to  heart— shoulder  to  shoulder.  I  have 
sworn  to  go  with  him— He  has  trusted  me,  and  I  will 
trust  him.^ 

At  this  reply,  so  firmly  and  resolvedly  pronounced, 
Elspat  remained  like  one  thunderstruck,  and  sunk  in  . 
despair.  The  arguments  which  she  had  considered 
so  urenstibly  conclusive,  had  recoiled  like  a  wave 
from  a  rock.  After  a  long  pause,  she  filled  her  son's 
quaigh,  and  presented  it  to  nim  with  an  air  of  deject- 
ed deference  aud  submission. 

"  Drink,"  she  said,  "  to  thy  father's  roof-tree,  ere 
you  leave  it  for  ever :  and  tell  me,— since  the  chains 
of  a  new  King,  ana  of  a  new  Chief,  whom  your 
fathers  knew  not  save  as  mortal  enemies,  are  fasten- 
ed upon  the  limbs  of  your  father's  son,— tell  me  how 
many  links  you  count  upon  them  1" 

Hamish  took  the  cup,  but  looked  at  her  as  if  un- 
certain of  her  meaning.  She  proceeded  in  a  raised 
voice.  "Tell  me,"  she  said,  "for  I  have  a  right  to 
know,  for  how  many  days  the  will  of  those  you  have 
made  your  masters  permits  me  to  look  upon  you  7 — 
In  other  words,  how  many  are  the  days  of  my  life— 
for  when  you  leave  me,  the  earth  has  nought  besides 
worth  living  for !" 

"Mother,  replied  Hamish  MacTavish,  "for  six 
days  I  may  remain  with  you.  and  if  you  will  set  out 
with  me  on  the  fifth,  I  will  conduct  you  in  safety 
to  yotu"  new  dwelling.  But  if  you  remam  here,  then 
I  will  depart  on  the  seventh  by  daybreak — then,  as 
at  the  last  moment,  I  must  set  out  for  Dunbarton, 
for  if  I  appear  not  on  the  eighth  day.  I  am  subject  to 
punishment  as  a  deserter,  and  am  dishonoureid  as  a 
soldier  and  a  gentleman.'' 

"  Your  father's  foot,"  she  answered,  "  was  free  as 
the  wind  on  the  heath— it  were  as  vain  to  say  to  him 
where  goest  thou,  as  to  ask  that  viewless  oriver  of 
the  clouds,  wherefore  bloweet  thou.  Tell  me  imder 
what  penalty  thou  muat— since  go  thou  must,  and  go 
thou  wilt— return  to  thy  thraldom  T* 

"  Call  it  not  thraldom,  mother,  it  is  tbe  service  of 
an  honourable  soldier— the  only  service  which  is  now 
open  to  the  son  of  MacTaviah  Mhor." 

"  Yet  say  what  is  the  penalty  if  thou  shouldst  not 

return?"  replied  Elspat 

ed,  the  aancainary  ordera  for  proceeding  to  militwy  aiecntioa 
againat  hia  clan  were  in  cooaeciaeace  obtrined.  The  warrant 
waa  both  aignod  and  counteriiffnod  by  the  King*!  own  hand, 
and  the  Secretary  urted  the  oflicera  who  commanded  in  tha 
Hifhlanda  to  ezecuM  their  orders  with  the  utmoat  rigour. 
Campbell  of  Glenlyon,  a  captain  in  ArnrH'a  legiment,  and  two 
Bubaltema,  were  ordered  to  repair  to  Glencoe  on  the  flrat  of 
Febroary  with  a  hundred  and  twenty  man.  Campbell  beinc 
uncle  to  young  Maedonald'a  wife,  waa  received  by  the  fother 
with  all  manner  of  fViendahip  and  hospitality.  TliiB  men  were 
lodged  at  floe  quarters  in  the  housea  of  hia  tenants,  and  received 
the  kindeat  entertainment  Till  the  18th  of  the  month  the 
troopa  lived  in  the  utmoat  harmony  and  fkmiJiarity  with  tha 
peo^e ;  and  on  tha  very  night  of  the  maaaacre,  the  omoers  paas- 
ed  the  eveoinj;  at  cards  in  Maedonald'a  heuae.  In  the  night 
Lieutenant  Lindsay,  with  a  party  of  aoldiers^  called  in  a  friend- 
ly  manner  at  hia  door,  and  waa  inatantly  admitted.  Maedonaid^ 
while  in  the  act  of  riaing  to  receive  his  guest,  waa  ahot  dead 
through  the  back  with  two  bullets.  Hia  wife  had  already  draa 
aed ;  But  she  waa  stripped  naked  bv  the  soldiers,  who  tore  tha 
rings  off  her  fingen  with  their  teeth.  The  slaughter  bow  bo* 
came  gmeral.  and  neither  age  nor  inibmitv  was  apared.  Soma 
women  in  defending  their  children,  were  killed :  hoys,  implor- 
ing  mercy,  were  shot  dead  by  ofBcen  on  whoae  knees  they  hung. 
In  one  place  nine  peraons,  aa  thev  aat  eajoring  themaelvea  at 
table,  were  butchered  by  the  aolaiera.  In  Znverrinon,  Camp- 
bell'a  own  quartan,  nine  men  were  first  bound  by  the  soldiere, 
and  then  shot  at  intervals,  one  by  one.  Neatly  ferty  peraoaa 
were  maaaacred  bv  the  troopa ;  and  aeveral  who  fled  to  tha 
mountaina  periaheo  by  femioe  and  the  inclemency  of  tha  aeeaoa 
Tboae  who  eacapod  owed  their  Uwb  to  a  tempestuous  nifht. 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Hamilton,  who  had  received  the  charts  of 
Uie  execution  ftom  Dalrrmple,  waa  on  his  march  with  four 
hundred  men,  to  guard  all  tha  passes  from  tha  valley  of  Glen- 
coe ;  but  lie  was  obliaed  to  atop  by  the  severity  of  ttie  weather, 
which  proved  the  safety  of  the  unfortunate  dan.    Next  day  ha 
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*'  Military  punishment  as  a  deserter,"  answered  fondness  of  the  animal  nee  for  their  ofTsprine ;  and 

Hamish ;  wnthing,  however,  as  his  mother  fiedled  not  diving  little  farther  into  Aitnriljr  than  one  of  the  infe- 

to  observe,  under  6ome  internal  feelings,  which  she  rior  creatures,  she  only  Celt,  that  to  be  separated  from 

resolved  to  probe  to  the  uttermost.  Hamish  was  to  die. 

"  And  that,"    she  said,  with  assumed  calmness  In  the  brief  interval  permitted  them.  Elspat  ex- 

which  her  glancipR  eye  disowned,  "  is  the  punish-  hausted  every  art  whicn  aflection  could  dc\'is«e,  to 

mpnt  of  a  disobedient  hound,  is  it  not?"  render  asrccable  to  him  the  space  which  they  were 

"  Ask  me  no  more,  mother,"  said, Hamish :  "  the  apparently  to  spend  with  each  other.    Her  menjory 

nunishment  is  nothing  to  one  who  will  never  deserve  carried  her  far  back  into  former  days,  and  her  stoRS 

t."  of  legendary  history,  which  furnish  at  all  times  a 

"  To  me  it  is  somethins,"  replied  Elspat,  "  since  principal  amusement  of  the  Highlander  in  his  mo- 

I  know  better  than  thou,  that  where  there  is  power  ments  of  repose,  were  augmented  by  an  unusual 

to  inflict,  there  is  often  the  will  tifdo  so  without  cause,  acquaintance  with  the  songs  of  ancient  bards,  and 

*.  would  pray  for  the^  Hamish,  and  I  must  know  traditions  of  the  most  approved  Seannachies  and  id- 

igainst  what   evils  I  should   beseech    Him    who  lers  of  tales.  Her  officious  attentions  to  hrr  son's  afr 

caves  none  unguarded,  to  protect  thy  youth  and  commodation,  indeed,  were  so  unremitted  as  almost 

simplicity."  to  give  him  pain ;  and  he  endeavoured  quietly  to  pre- 

"  Mother,"  said  Hamish,   "  it  signifies   little  to  vent  her  from  taking  so  much  personal  toil  in  select- 

what  n  criminal  may  be  exposed,  if  a  man  is  deter-  ing  the  blooming  heath  for  his  bed,  or  preparing  the 

mined  not  to  be  such.    Our  Highland  cliiefs  used  meal  for  his  refreshment.  "  Let  me  olonc,  Hamish," 

«lso  to  punish  their  vassals,  and,  as  I  have  heard,  se-  she  would  reply  on  such  occasions ;   *'  you  follow 

merely— Was  it  not  Lachlan   Maclan,  whom    we  your  own  will  in  dt>parting  from  your  mother,  Ici 

remember  of  old,  whose  head  was  struck  off  by  your  mother  have  hers  in  doing  what  gives  her  pioa- 

order  of  his  chieftain  for  shooting  at  the  stag  before  sun;  while  you  remain." 

liim?"  So  much  she  seemed  to  be  reconciled  to  thear- 

"  Ay,"  said  Elspat,  "  and  right  he  had  to  lose  it,  rangements  which  he  had  made  in  her  beholf,  that 

since  he  dishonoured  the  father  of  the  people  even  in  she  could  hear  liim  speak  to  her  of  her  removing  to 

the  face  of  the  afscmblod  clan.    But  the  chiefs  were  the  lands  of  Green  Colin,  as  tiie  gentleman  wai 

noble  in  theirire— they  punished  with  the  sharp  blade,  called,  on  whose  estate  he  had  provided  her  an  aay- 

and  not  with  the  baton.    Their  punishments  drew  lum.    In  truth,  however,  nothing  could  be  farther 

blood,  but  they  did  not  infer  dishonour.    Canst  thou  from  her  thpughts.    From  what  ho  had  said  during 

say  the  same  for  the  laws  under  whose  yoke  thou  their  first  \nolent  dispute,  Elspat  had  gathpriti.  that 

hast  placed  thy  fnw'born  neck  ?"  if  Hamish  returned  not  by  the  appointed  timr*  per- 

"  I  cannot— mother— I    cannot,"    said  Hamish,  mitto-d  by  his  furiough,  he  would  incur  the  hazard  of 

mournfully.    "  I  saw  them  punish  a  Sassenach  for  corporal  punishment.     Were  he  plac(>d  within  tiif 

deserting,  as  they  called  it,  his  banner.    He  was  risk  of  being  thus  dLshonoured,  she  was  well  aware 

scourge<l— I  own  it— scourged  like  a  hound  who  has  that  he  woifld  never  submit  to  the  disgrace,  by  a  re- 

ofK^nuerj  an  imperious  master.    I  was  sick  at  the  turn  to  the  regiment  where  it  might  Iv  inflicted, 

sight— I  confess  it    But  the  punishment  of  dogs  is  Whether  .she  looked  to  any  farther  probable  consc- 

omy  for  those  worse  than  dogs,  who  know  not  now  quences  of  her  unhanpv  scheme,  cannot  be  known: 

to  keG|)  their  faith."  but  the  partner  of  Mac^avish  Mhor,  in  all  his  iMsriUs 

"  To  this  infamy,  however,  thou  hast  subjected  and  wanderings,  was  familiar  with  an  hundr<^  in- 
thyself,  Hamish,"  rt>plied  Elspat,  "  if  thou  shouldst  stances  of  resistance  or  escape,  by  which  one  brave 
give,  or  thy  officers  take,  measure  of  oflence  against  man,  amidst  a  land  of  rocks,  lakes,  and  mountains, 
ihec.— I  speak  no  more  to  thco  on  thy  purpose.—  dangerous  passes,  and  dark  forests,  might  baffle  the 
Were  the  sixth  day  from  this  morning's  sun  my  dying  pursuit  of  hundreds.  For  the  future,  therefore,  she 
day,  and  thou  wert  to  stay  to  close  mine  eyes,  thou  feared  nothing ;  her  sole  engrossing  object  was  to 
wouldst  run  the  risk  of  being  lashed  like  a  dog  at  a  prevent  her  son  from  keeping  his  word  with  his  com- 
post—yes! unless  thou   hadst  the  gallant  heart  to  manding  ofificer. 

leave  me  to  Ae  alone,  and  upon  my  desolate  hearth,  With  this  secret  purr'ose,  she  evaded  the  proposal 

the  last  spark  of  tiiy  father  s  fire,  and  of  thy  for-  which  Hamish  re|>eutedly  made,  that  they  should  set 

saken  mother's  Hfe,  to  be  extiriguished  together!"—  out  together  to  take  possession  of  her  new  abode; 

Hamish  traversed  the  hut  with  an  impatient  and  and  she  resisted  it  upon  grounds  apparently  so  natu- 

angry  pace.  ral  to  her  character,  that  her  son  was  neither  alarm- 

^Mother,"  he  said  at  length,  "  concern  not  your-  ed  nor  displeased.    "  Let  me  not,"  she  said,  *'  in  the 

self  about  such  tilings.    I  cannot  be  subjected  to  same  short  week,  bid  farewell  to  my  only  son,  and 

such  infamy,  for  never  will  I  deserve  it ;  and  were  to  the  glen  in  which  I  have  so  long  dwelt.    I^t  my 

I  threatened  with  it,  I  should  know  how  to  die  be-  eye,  when  dimmed  with  weeping  for  thee,  still  look 

fore  I  was  so  far  dishonoured."  around,  for  a  while  at  least,  upon  Loch  Awe  and  on 

"  There  spoke  the  son  of  the  husband  of  my  heart !"  Ben  Cruchan." 
replied  Elspat;  and  she  changed  the, discourse,  and  Hamish  yielded  the  more  wiilmgly  to  his  mother's 
seemed  to  listen  in  melancholy  acquiescence,  when  humour  in  this  particular,  that  one  or  two  i>ers«Ms 
her  son  reminded  her  how  short  the  time  was  which  who  resided  in  a  neighbouring  glen,  and  had  given 
they  were  permitted  to  pass  in  each  other's  society,  their  sons  to  Barcaldine's  levy,  were  also  to  be  pro- 
ann  entreated  that  it  mii^ht  be  spent  without  useless  vided  for  on  the  estate  of  the  chieftain,  and  it  was 
an(l  unpleasant  recollections  respecting  the  circum-  apparently  settled  that  FJepat  was  to  take  her  jour- 
stances  under  which  they  must  soon  be  separated.  ney  along  with  them  when  they  should  remove  to 

Elspat  was  now  satisfied  that  her  son,  with  some  their  new  residence.    Thus,  Hamish  believed  that 

of  his  father's  other  properties,  preserved  the  haughty  he  had  at  once  indulged  his  mother's  humour,  and 

masculine  spirit  which  rendered  it  impossible  to  di-  insured  her  safety  and  accommodation.     But  she 

vert  him  from  a  resolution  which  he  had  deliberately  nourished  in  her  mind  very  different  thoughts  and 

adopted.    She  assumed,  therefore,  an  exterior  of  ap-  projects!                    .,      , 

parent  submission  to  their  inevitable  separation ;  and  The  period  of  Hamish's  leave  of  absence  was  fast 
if  she  now  and  then  broke  out  into  complaints  and  approaching,  and  more  than  once  he  proposed  to  de- 
murmur^  it  was  either  that  she  could  not  altogether  part,  in  such  time  as  to  insure  his  gaining  easily  and 
suppress  tha  natural  impetuosity  of  her  temper,  or  early  Dumbarton,  the  town  where  were  the  head- 
becausc  she  hlKl  the  wit  to  consiier,  that  a  total  and  quarters  of  his  regiment.  But  still  his  mother's  en- 
unreserved  acquiescence  might  have  seemed  to  her  treaties,  his  own  natural  disposition  to  IiMer  among 
son  constrained  and  suspicious,  and  induced  him  to  scenes  long  dear  to  him,  and,  above  ul,  ma  firm  r^- 
watch  and  defeat  the  means  by  which  she  still  hoped  liance  in  his  speed  and  activity,  induced  wm  to  pro- 
to  prfvont  his  leaving  her.  Her  ardent,  though  sel-  tract  his  departure  till  the  sixth  day,  beins  ^c* Jf7 
fish  aflection  for  her  son,  incapable  of  being  qualified  last  which  be  could  possibly  afford  to  speiM  with  ns 
by  A  mard  for  the  true  interests  of  the  unfortunate  mother,  if  indeed  he  meant  to  comply  with  tht  cob- 
vojeet  of  her  Attachmeiit,  rsMmhled  tht  instinctiTe  ditkma  of  hit  fiirloofl^. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


Bat  for  rour  Mn,  believe  it— Oh,  beliere  it— 
Mo«i  dangeruuslr  you  have  with  hiin  prevailed. 
If  not  molt  mortal  to  him.— 

CorMamu. 

Osr  the  evening  vhich  preceded  his  proposed  de- 
parture, Hamish  walked  down  to  the  river  with  his 
fishing-rod,  to  practise  in  the  Awe,  for  the  last  time, 
a  q>ort  in  which  he  excelled,  and  to  find,  at  the  same 
time,  the  means  for  making  one  social  meal  with  his 
mother  on  something  better  than  their  ordinary  cheer. 
He  was  as  successful  as  usual,  and  soon  killed  a  fine 
talroon.  On  his  return  homeward  an  incident  befell 
bim,  which  he  afterwards  related  as  ominous,  though 
probably  his  heated  imagination,  ioined  to  the  uni- 
versal turn  of  his  countrymen  for  the  marvellous,  ex- 
aggerated into  superstitious  importance  some  very 
orainary  and  acciaental  circumstance. 

In  the  path  which  he  pursued  homeward,  he  was 
surprised  to  observe  a  person,  who,  like  himself  was 
dressed  and  armed  alter  the  old  Highland  fashion. 
The  first  idea  that  struck  him  was,  tnat  the  passen- 
ger belonged  to  his  own  corps,  who,  levied  by  govem- 
meot,  ana  bearing  arms  under  royal  authority,  were 
not  amenable  for  breach  of  the  statutes  against  the 
UK  of  the  Higrhland  garb  or  weapons.  But  he  was 
struck  on  perceiving,  as  he  mended  his  pace  to  make 
op  to  his  supposed  comrade,  meaning  to  request  his 
company  for  the  next  day's  journey,  that  the  stranger 
wore  a  white  cockade,  the  fatal  badge  which  was 
proscribed  in  the  Highlands.  The  stature  of  the  man 
was  tall,  and  there  was  something  shadowy  in  the  out- 
line which  added  to  his  size ;  and  his  mode  of  motion, 
which  rather  resembled  gliding  than  walking,  im- 
pressed Hamiah  with  supersiitious  fears  concerning 
the  character  of  the  being  which  thus  passed  before 
him  in  the  twilii^ht.  He  no  longer  strove  to  make  up 
to  the  stranger,  but  contented  nimself  with  keeping 
him  in  view,  under  the  suoerstition  common  to  the 
Highlanders,  that  you  ought  neither  to  intrude  your- 
lelf  on  such  supernatural  apparitions  as  you  may 
witness,  nor  avoid  their  presence  but  leave  it  to  them- 
selves to  withhold  or  extend  their  communication, 
u  thdr  power  may  permit,  or  the  purpose  of  their 
eommission  require. 

Upon  an  elevated  knoll  by  the  tide  of  the  road,  just 
where  the  pathway  turned  down  to  Elspat's  hut,  the 
stranger  made  a  pause,  and  seemed  to  await  Ha- 
mish^B  coming  up.  Hamish,  on  his  part,  seeing  it 
was  necessary  he  should  pass  the  object  of  his  sus- 
picion, mustered  up  his  courage,  and  approached  the 
ipot  where  the  stranger  had  placed  himself;  who 
first  pointed  to  Elspat's  hut,  ana  made,  with  arm  and 
head,  a  gesture  prohibiting  Hamish  to  approach  it, 
then  stretched  his  hand ,  to  the  road  which  lay  to  the 
southward,  with  a  motion  which  seemed  to  enjoin 
his  instant  departure  in  that  direction.  In  a  mo- 
ment afterwards  the  plaided  form  was  gone—Ha- 
nuah  did  not  exactly  say  vanished,  because  there 
were  rocks  and  stunted  trees  enough  to  have  con- 
cealed him ;  but  it  was  his  own  opinion  that  he  had 
seen  the  spirit  of  MacTavish  Mhor,  warning  him  to 
commence  his  instant  journey  to  Dunbarton^  with- 
out waiting  till  morning,  or  again  visiting  his  mo- 
ther's hut 

,  In  fact,  so  many  accidents  might  arise  to  delay  his 
journey,  especially  where  there  were  manv  ferries, 
that  it  became  bis  settled  purpose,  though  tie  could 
not  depart  without  bidding  his  mother  aaieu,  that  he 
neither  could  nor  would  abide  longer  than  for  that 
object:  and  that  the  first  glimpse  of  next  day's  sun 
sfaouldf  see  him  manv  miles  advanced  towards  Dun- 
barton.  He  descended  the  path,  therefore,  and  en- 
tering the  cottage,  he  conimunicated,  in  a  hasty  and 
troubled  voice,  which  indicated  mental  agitation,  his 
determination  to  take  his  instant  departure.  Some- 
what to  his  surprise,  Elspat  appeared  not  to  combat 
his  purpose,  but  she  urged  him  to  take  some  refresh- 
ment ere  be  left  her  forever.  He  did  so  hastily,  and 
in  silence^  thinking  on  the  spproaching  separation, 
and  scarce  yet  believinjg  it  would  take  place  without  a 
final  struegle  with  his  mother's  fondness.  To  his 
Borprise,  sne  filled  the  quaigh  with  hquor  for  his  part- 
ing cop. 

2J 


"  Go,"  she  said,  "  my  son,  since  such  is  thy  settled 

Eurpose ;  but  first  stand  once  more  on  thy  mother's 
earth,  the  flame  on  which  will  be  extinguished  long 
ere  thy  foot  shall  again  be  placed  there.' 

"To  your  health,  mothtr!"  said  Hamish,  "and 
may  we  meet  again  m  happiness,  in  spite  of  your  omi- 
nous words." 

"It  were  better  not  to  part,"  said  his  mother,  watch- 
ing him  as  he  squafTed  the  hquor,  of  which  he  would 
have  held  it  ommous  to  have  left  a  drop. 

"And  now,"  she  said,  muttering  the  words  to  her- 
self, "go— if  thou  canst  go." 

"  Mother,"  said  Hamish,  as  he  replaced  on  the  ta- 
ble the  empty  quaigh,  "  thy  drink  is  pleasant  to  the 
taste,  but  it  takes  away  the  strength  which  it  ought 
to  give." 

Such  is  its  first  efTcct,  my  son,"  replied  Elspat ; 
"  but  lie  down  upon  that  soft  heather  couch,  shut  your 
eyes  but  for  a  moment,  and,  in  the  sleep  of  an  hour, 
you  shall  have  more  rejfreshnient  than  in  the  ordina- 
ry repose  of  three  whole  nights,  could  they  be  blend- 
ed into  one." 

"Mother,"  said  Hamish,  upon  whose  brain  the 
potk)n  was  now  tailing  rapid  efTecl,  "give  me  my 
bonnet— I  must  kiss  vou  and  begone— yet  it  seems  as 
if  my  feet  were  nailea  to  the  floor." 

"  Indeed,"  said  his  mother,  "  you  will  be  instantly 
well,  if  you  will  sit  down  for  half  an  hour— but  half 
an  hour ;  it  is  eight  hours  to  dawn,  and  dawn  were 
time  enough  for  your  father's  son  to  begin  such  a 
journey." 

"  I  must  obey  you,  mothei^I  feel  I  must,"  said  Ha- 
mish. inarticulately ;  "  but  call  me  when  the  moon 
rises." 

He  sat  down  on  the  bed— reclined  back,  and  al- 
most instantly  was  fast  asleep.  With  the  throbbing 
glee  of  one  who  has  broiight  to  an  end  a  difficult  ana 
troublesome  enterprise.  E«ispat  proceeded  tenderly  to 
arrange  the  plaid  of  the  unconscious  slumberer,  to 
whom  her  extravagant  affection  was  doomed  to  be  so 
fatal,  expressing,  while  busied  in  her  office,  her  de- 
light, in  tones  ot  mingled  tenderness  and  triumph. 
"Yes,"  she  said,  "call  of  my  heart,  the  moon  shall 
arise  and  set  to  thee,  and  so  shall  the  sun ;  but  not 
to  light  thee  from  the  land  of  thy  fathers,  or  tempt 
thee  to  serve  the  foreign  prince  or  the  feudal  enemy  1 
To  no  son  of  Dermid  shall  I  be  delivered,  to  be  fed 
like  a  bondswoman ;  but  he  who  is  my  pleasure  and 
my  pride  shall  be  my  guard  and  my  protector.  They 
say  the  Highlands  are  changed ;  but  1  see  Ben  Crua- 
chan  rear  nis  crest  as  high  as  ever  into  the  evening 
sky-^no  one  hath  yet  herded  his  kine  on  the  depth  of 
Loch  Awe— and  yonder  oak  does  not  yet  bend  like  a 
willow.  The  children  of  the  mountains  will  be  such 
as  their  fathers,  until  the  mountains  themselves  shall 
be  levelled  with  the  strath.  In  these  wild  forests, 
which  used  to  support  thoussnds  of  the  brave,  there 
is  still  surely  subsistence  and  refuge  left  for  one  age4 
woman,  and  one  gallant  youth,  of  the  ancient  raco 
and  the  ancient  manners.' 

While  the  misjudging  mother  thus  exulted  in  the 
success  of  her  stratagem,  we  may  mention  to  the 
reader,  that  it  was  founded  on  the  acquaintance  with 
drugs  and  simples,  which  Elspat,  accomplished  in  all 
things  belonging  to  the  wild  life  which  she  had  led, 
possessed  in  an  uncommon  degree,  and  which  she 
exercised  for  various  purposes.  With  the  herbs, 
which  she  knew  how  to  select  as  well  as  how  to  dis- 
til, she  could  relieve  more  diseases  than  a  regular  me- 
dical person  could  easily  believe.  She  applied  some 
to  dye  the  brisht  colours  of  the  tartan— from  others 
she  compounded  draughts  of  various  powers,  and  un- 
happily possessed  the  secret  of  one  which  was  strong- 
ly soponfic.  Upon  the  efifects  of  this  last  concoction, 
as  the  reader  doubtless  has  anticipated,  she  reckoned 
with  security  on  delaying  Hamisn  beyond  the  period 
for  which  his  return  was  appointed :  and  she  trusted 
to  his  horror  for  the  apprehended  pumshment  to 
which  he  was  thus  rendered  liable,  to  prevent  him 
from  returning  at  all. 

Sound  and  deep,  beyond  natural  rest  was  the  sleep 
of  Hamish  MacTavish  on  that  eventful  evening,  but 
not  such  the  repose  of  his  mother.  Scarce  did  she 
close  her  eyes  nx»m  time  to  time^  but  she  awakened 
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again  with  a  start,  in  the  terror  that  her  son  had  ari- 
aen  and  departed ;  and  it  was  only  on  approaching 
his  couch,  and  hearing  his  deep-drawn  and  regular 
breathing,  that  she  reassured  herself  of  the  secunty  of 
the  repose  in  which  he  was  pluneed. 

Still,  dawninp.  she  feared,  niiRnt  awaken  him,  not- 
withstanding the  unusual  strength  of  the  potion  wih 
which  she  had  dnigged  his  cup.  If  there  remained  a 
hope  of  mortal  man  accomplishing  the  journey,  she 
was  aware  that  Hnmish  would  attempt  it,  though  he 
were  to  die  from  fati^^ue  upon  the  road.  Animated 
by  this  new  fear,  she  studied  to  exclude  the  light  by 
sionpine  all  the  crannies  and  crevices  through  which, 
ratner  tnan  through  any  regular  entrance,  the  morn- 
ing beams  micht  find  access  to  her  miserable  dwell- 
ing; and  this  in  order  to  detain  amid  its  wants  and 
wretchedness  the  being,  on  whom,  if  the  world  itself 
had  been  at  her  disposal,  she  would  have  joyfully 
conferred  it. 

Her  pains  were  bestowed  unnecessarily.  The  sun 
rose  high  above  the  heavens,  and  not  the  fleetest  stag 
in  Breadalbane,  were  the  hounds  at  his  heels,  could 
have  sptd,  to  save  his  life,  so  fast  as  would  have  been 
necessary  to  keep  Hamish's  appointment.  Her  pur- 
pose was  fully  attained— her  son's  return  within  the 
f>eriod  assigned  was  impossible.  She  deemed  it  oqual- 
y  imroshi&lc.  that  he  would  ever  dream  of  returning, 
standing,  as  nc  must  now  do,  in  the  danger  of  an  in- 
famous punishment.  By  degrees,  and  at  difl'erent 
times,  sne  had  pained  from  him  a  full  acquaintance 
with  the  predicament  in  which  he  would  be  placed  by 
failing  to  appear  on  the  day  appointed,  and  the  very 
am  all  hope  ho  could  entertain  of  being  treated  with 
lenity. 

It  IS  well  known,  that  the  great  and  wise  Earl  of 
Chatham  prided  himself  on  the  scheme,  by  which  he 
drew  towthcr  for  the  defence  of  the  colonies  those 
hardy  Ilisulanders,  who,  until  his  time,  had  been  the 
objects  of  doubt,  fear,  and  suspicion,  on  the  part  of 
each  successive  administration.     But  some  obstacles 
occurred,  from  the  peculiar  habits  and  temper  of  this 
people,  to  the  execution  of  his  patriotic  project.    By 
nature  and  habit,  every  Hi^-hlander  was  accustomed 
to  the  use  of  arms,  but  at  the  same  time  totally  unac- 
customed to,  and  impat'cnt  of,  the  restraints  imposed 
by  discipline  upon  rcgidar  troops.    They  were  a  spe- 
cies of  militia,  who  had  no  conception  of  a  camp  as 
their  only  home*.    If  a  battle  was  lost,  they  dispersed 
to  save  themselves,  and  look  out  for  the  saietv  of 
their  families  :  if  won,  they  went  back  to  their  glens 
to  hoard  up  tliiir  booty,  and  attend  to  their  cattle  and 
their  farms.    This  privilege  of  going  and  coming  at 
pleasure,  they  would  not  be  deprived  of  even  by  their 
Chiefs,  whose  authority  was  in  most  other  respects 
BO  despotic.  It  followed  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  the 
new-levied  Highland  recruits  could  scarce  be  made 
to  comprehend  the  nature  of  a  military  engagement, 
which  compelled  a  man  to  serve  in  the  army  longer 
than  he  pleased ;  and  perhaps,  in  many  instances, 
sufficient  care  was  not  taken  at  enlisting  to  explain 
to  them  the  permanency  of  the  engagement  which 
they  came  under,  lest  such  a  disclosiire  should  induce 
them  to  change  their  mind.    Desertions  were  there- 
fore become  numerous  from  the  newly-raised  regi- 
ment, and  the  veteran  General  who  commandetl  at 
Dnnbarton,  saw  no  belter  way  of  checking  them  than 
by  causing  an  unusually  severe  example  to  be  made 
of  a  deserter  from  an  English  corpH.    Th«'  young 
Highland  regiment  was  obliged  to  attend  ui»on  the 
punishment,  which  struck  a  people,  peculiarly  ie^ilous 
of  personal  honour,  with  equal  horror  and  disgust, 
•Dd  not  unnaturally  indisposed  some  of  them  to  the 
service.    The  old  Ueneral,  however,  who  had  been 
re^larly  bred  in  the  German  wars,  stuck  to  his  own 
opmion,  and  ^ave  out  in  orders  that  the  first  High- 
lander who  might  either  desert,  or  fad  to  appear  at  the 
expiry  of  hia  furlough,  should  be  brought  to  the  hal- 
berd^ and  punished  like  the  culprit  whom  they  had 
seen  m  that  condition.    No  man  doubted  that  Gene- 
ral—  would  keep  his  word  rigorously  whenever 

severity  was  rcquirecl,  and  Elspat,  therefore,  knew 
that  her  son,  when  he  perceived  that  due  compUance 
with  hia  orders  was  impossible,  must  at  the  same 
time  consider  the  degnuung  punishment  denoimced 


against  his  defection  as  inevitable,  should  he  place 
hmiseif  within  the  GeneraPs  power.* 
When  noon  was  well  passed,  new  apprehensions 


*  Of  the  Btronfr.  undcviarint*  att.nchment  of  the  Hiyhlaoderi 
to  the  person,  and  th^ir  defvrcncn  to  the  will  or  eonimaods  of 
their  rhiera  and  8U|X'rior>*— llicir  rigid  adherence  to  doty  aad 
principle— and  their  rtiivniroufl  nets  of  teir-devotioa  to  theae  in 
the  face  of  danircr  and  dt>  ith,  there  are  many  ioiitaDces  recorded 
in  General  Su-wart  of  Garth'^t  intercstinir  fetches  of  the  High- 
landers and  Ili^^ti'innd  Kecimrnla,  which  might  not  loaptly 
supply  rnrallt'ls  to  the  dcods  of  tbo  Romans  Utemaelvc*,  at  tte 
era  when  Rome  was  in  her  rlury.  Th<'  following  uutjinoei  of 
such  arc  worthy  of  bvui::  lu  rf  (I'jotwJ : — 

"  In  ttie  year  1795,  a  m  rioui  ditturhanoe  broke  out  io  GI«s- 
ffow,  amoni?  the  Breada>bano  Fcncibles.  Feveral  men  iMTiiif 
Bf'cn  contincd  and  thn-nteiied  with  corporal  puntntimeot,  con- 
Hidi;rable  discontent  and  irritntion  were  excited  amooff  thflv 
cumrades,  which  incrra.ted  to  ttuch  violence,  that,  vihen  wbm 
mi-n  were  confined  in  tho  ciiardhoui>e,  a  freat  proportion  of  the 
n  innicnt  ruahivl  out  and  forcibly  released  the  prisooerB.  This 
M<ilatiun  of  military  dKcipliiH*  wait  not  to  be  pntgod  over,  and 
accordinifly  nicaKurrs  were  immediately  taken  to  aecure  tba 
rinclcadeni.  But  »o  many  were  et^ually  concerned,  that  it  waa 
diflirult,  if  not  imp<>i>8ible,  to  fix  the  crime  on  any,  as  beinc 
more  prumuH'ntly  puiity.  And  here  was  i>hown  a  trait  of  elu- 
rartcr  worthy  of  a  b<-tter  cnutte,  and  whirh  originated  ftoin  a 
ffr<lin(r  alive  to  the  diii^race  of  a  degrading  puniahmenL  The 
iKiUtitrs  being  made  sennible  of  the  nature  of  their  mifcondncl, 
and  the  consequent  neceKsity  of  public  example,  several  men 
vchrttarUy  offcrtd  themvlrrs  to  ttaTui  trial,  and  nifler  ilie  cetiteaea 
of  ilio  law  OS  an  atonement  for  the  whole.  Tlieae  irten  wen 
arcortiipgly  marched  to  Edinburgh  Ca«tle,  tried,  and  fourcoo- 
demiied  to  be  jihoL  Three  of  them  were  afterwards  reprieved, 
nnd  ttie  fuurUi,  Alezandur  Sutlierlaiid,  waa  shot  on  Mi 
bur^h  Sands*. 

"  The  following  demi-ofTicial  account  of  thia  anfoi 
misurider<<tBnding  was  publinlied  at  the  time  : — 

"  '  During  the  afternoon  of  ^londay,  when  a  private  of  Ihe 
li;rht  company  of  the  Brtnd&lbane  Fencibles,  who  bad  beOB 
confined  for  a  "^UUoTy  otTin'^o,  wa«i  released  by  that  company. 
and  Home  other  compann-K  who  had  asfcmbird  in  a  tumaltnoai 
manner  before  the  jruard  house,  no  person  whatever  was  hurt, 
and  no  violence  offered ;  and  however  un justifiable  the  pro- 
ccedinpw,  it  originated  not  from  any  disreiipert  or  ill-will  to 
their  ufficerii,  but  from  a  mistaken  point  of  honour,  in  a  parti- 
cular fct  of  men  in  the  battttlion,  who  thought  lhen:v;|Tet  dia- 
grnccd  by  the  impending  punishment  of  one  of  their  numlw. 
Ttie  men  have,  in  every  rejipect.  since  that  period,  coDdocted 
ttiemselves  with  the  greatei^t  regularity,  and  atrict  »ubordiaa' 
tion.  The  whole  of  the  battalion  ncemed  extremely  aensibleaf 
the  improper  conduct  of  yuch  as  were  concerned,  whalavw 
regret  they  might  feel  for  the  fate  of  the  few  individuals  who 
had  so  rradily  given  themM-ives  up  aj  prisoner*,  to  be  tri4*d  foi 
their  own  and  othen*'  mi~c<inducl.' 

"  On  the  march  to  Edinburch,  a  circumttanre  oecnrred,  tba 
more  worthy  tif  notice,  as  it  lihowsa  strong  principle  of  hooow 
and  tideliiy  to  liis  word  end  to  his  cHlcer  in  a  common  Hifb- 
land  aoNiicr.  One  of  the  men  slated  to  the  officer  romroandici 
the  party,  that  lie  knew  what  hin  fate  would  be,  but  that  be 
had  left  bn«ine*s  of  the  utmost  importance  to  a  friend  in  Olat- 

frow,  which  he  w  i«hed  to  trnnsact  before  l»i«  death  ;  that,  as  la 
limnelf.  he  was  fully  prepared  to  meet  his  fa»p  :  tut  with  re- 
gard to  his  friend,  he  could  not  die  In  peace  unV'cs  the  bustitcai 
wBii  Bottled,  and  that  if  th^  officer  would  suffer  him  to  return 
to  Glnn^ow.  a  few  iinurn  there  would  be  mf&cient,  and  be 
would  join  niin  before  he  reached  Edin^ur^h.  ond  marrh  as  a 
prisoner  with  the  party.  The  soldier  added,  *  You  hare  krcwn 
me  Kinro  I  was  a  child  ;  you  know  my  country  and  kindred, 
and  you  may  believe  I  ^hall  ne^'er  bring  you  to  any  blame  t>y  a 
breach  of  the  riromij<e  I  now  make,  to  be  with  >ou  in  full  tiaa 
to  be  delivered  up  in  the  Castle.'  Ttiis  wa«  a  start! irg  propo- 
sal to  ttie  ofTicer,  who  wai  a  judicious,  humane  n:an,  and 
knew  perfectly  his  risk  and  responsibility  in  yielding  to  ncfa 
an  extraordinary  application.  However,  his  confidence  «aa 
such,  that  he  complied  with  the  request  of  the  prisoner,  who 
returned  to  Glnt-jrovv  at  night,  fettled  his  business,  and  lefttfae 
town  before  daylii^ht  to  redeem  his  pledge.  He  took  a  long 
circuit  to  avoid  t)eing  tieen.  nppreheoded  as  a  deserter  and  wetX 
back  to  (ilaMgow,  a*i  probnhiy  his  account  of  his  i.flioer't  lo- 
duL-encc  would  not  bnvc  been  credited.  In  const  qu«>noe  of  this 
ceution,  raid  tlie  kn;.'thened  march  through  wcodp  and  o^ci 
hills  by  an  unfrequented  route,  thi-re  was  no  appearaoreof  hi* 
at  the  hour  .'ip{H)inted.  The  |<en>lrxity  of  the  officer  wheabs 
rer'.r-hod   the  nt-iirl.bourhood  of  Ldinbnrgh  may  t-e  easily 


gii'<  i'.  He  mo.fd  t'orwiird  slowly  indwd.  but  r.o  «oldier  ■(- 
I>e;ir  'd  ;  and  unable  to  ('.day  any  lon--rr,  he  marched  op  to  the 
Caisile,  and  as  he  wa<4  delivering  over  the  prisoners,  but  befon 
any  report  was  twexx  in,  Macmartin.  tlie  absent  soldier,  nuted 
in  anionc  his  feUow-pri^onerM,  all  pale  with  anxwty  and  Dktigve. 
nnd  brent h'es4  w  ith  apprehension  of  the  conscquenoea  in  whicJi 
his  telay  mirhi  have  involv»»d  his  benefactor. 

"  In  whatever  licht  the  conduct  of  Ihe  officer  (mj  reepectaMe 
fricp<l  Major  Colin  Cninpbrlli  may  be  conaidered^  either  by 
military  men  or  other;},  in  this  memorable  exempt ificatioo  of 
the  characteristic  principle  of  his  countrymen,  fidelity  to  thair 
word,  it  cannot  but  be  wished  that  Ihe  soldier's  magnanimoai 
self-devotion  had  been  taken  aa  an  atonement  for  his  own  ■!•- 
conduct  and  that  of  the  whole,  who  also  had  made  a  hicb  m- 
crifice,  in  the  voluntary  offer  of  Uieir  lives  for  thecondnctof 
their  brother  s^ildiers.  Are  ihe«e  a  people  to  be  treated  aai 
factors,  witliout  regard  to  their  feelings  and  prineiplea* 
might  not  a  discipline,  somewhat  dinereot  from  the 
mode,  be,  with  advantage,  api4ied  to  tlMun  1"— V«»l.  U.  p.  4IS- 
415,  3d  Edit. 

"  A  soldier  of  thia  refimcat,  (The  Argyleahire  Rifhlaadcf*,) 
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came  on  the  mind  of  the  lonely  woman.  Her  eon 
atill  slept  under  the  influence  of  the  draught ;  but 
what  jA  being  stronger  than  she  had  ever  known  it 
administered,  his  healthor  his  reason  should  be  af- 
fected by  its  potency?  For  the  first  time,  likewise, 
notwithstandmg  her  high  ideas  on  the  subject  of  pa- 
rental authority,  she  bc^an  to  dread  the  resentment 
of  her  son,  whom  her  heart  told  her  she  had  wrong- 
ed. Of  late,  she  had  observed  that  his  temper  was 
less  docile,  and  his  determinations,  especially  upon 
this  late  occasion  of  his  enlistment,  independently 
formed,  and  then  boldly  carried  through.  She  re- 
membered the  stem  wilfulness  of  his  father  when  he 
aeeoonted  himself  ill-used,  and  began  to  dread  that 
Hamiah,  upon  finding  the  deceit  she  had  put  upon 
him,  might  resent  it  even  to  the  extent  of  casting  her 
oS,  and  pursuing  his  own  course  through  the  world 
alone.  Such  were  the  alarmihg  and  yet  the  reason- 
able apprehensions  which  b^;an  to  crowd  upon  the 
unfortunate  woman,  after  the  apparent  success  of  her 
ill-advised  stratagem. 

It  was  near  evening  when  Hamish  first  awoke, 
and  then  he  was  far  from  being  in  the  full  possession 
either  of  his  mental  or  bodily  powers.  From  his 
vagtte  expressions  and  disordered  pulse,  Elspat  at 
first  experienced  much  apprehension :  but  ^e  used 
SDch  expedients  as  her  medical  knowledge  suggested ; 
add  in  the  coarse  of  the  night,  she  had  the  satisfac- 
tbn  to  see  him  sink  once  more  into  a  deep  sleep, 
which  probably  carried  off  the  ^eater  part  of  the 
^ects  of  the  drug,  for  about  sunnsing  she  heard  him 
aiise,  and  call  to  tier  for  his  bonnet  This  she  had 
purposely  removed^  from  a  fear  that  he  mi&ht  awaken 
and  depart  in  the  night-time,  ivithout  her  knowledge. 
. "  My  bonnet— my  bonnet."  cried  Hamish,  "  it  is 
time  to  take  farewell.  Mother,  your  drink  was  too 
strong;— the  sun  is  up— but  with  the  next  morning  I 
will  stdl  see  the  double  summit  of  the  ancient  Dun. 
My  bonnet — my  bonnet !  mother,  I  must  be  instant 
io  my  departure.*'  These  expressions  made  it  plain 
that  poor  Hamish  was  unconscious  that  two  nights 
and  a  day  had  passed  since  he  had  drained  the  fatal 
Quaigh,  and  Elspat  had  now  to  venture  on  what  she 
ult  as  the  almost  perilous,  as  well  as  painful  task,  of 
eolainin^  her  machinations. 

/  Forgive  me,  my  son,"  she  said,  approaching  Ha- 

mi^,  and  taking  him  by  the  hand  with  an  air  of  de- 

fireotial  awe,  which  perhaps  she  had  not  always 

used  to  his  father,  even  when  in  his  moody  fits. 

Wanted,  and  eoiifrnited  to  America,  where  lie  Mettled.  Several 
Itan  after  hia  dM«rtion,  a  letter  wae  received  from  him,  wiUi 
amia  of  monej,  fur  the  purpose  of  procuring  one  or  two  men  to 
npplf  hui  place  io  the  reriment,  aa  the  onlv  recotnpenoe  he 
eoQjd  make  for  *  breakinr  nis  oath  to  hia  God  and  his  alle^ i- 
ttee  to  hia  King,  which  prered  on  his  conscience  in  sucli  a 
■annBr,  that  he  had  no  rest  night  nor  daj.' 

"This  man  had  had  good  principles  earlj  instilled  into  hia 
nind,  and  the  ditgnco  which  ho  had  been  originally  taught  to 
baiieve  would  attach  to  a  breach  of  faith  now  operated  with 
Mi  eftcL  The  soldier  who  deserted  from  the  49d  Regiment 
at  GibraJtar,  in  1797,  exhibited  the  tame  remorse  of  conscience 
after  he  had  violated  his  allegiance.  In  countries  where  such 
principletf  prevail,  and  regulate  the  character  of  a  people,  the 
Bass  of  the  population  may,  on  occasions  of  trial,  be  reckoned 
OB  as  sound  and  trustworthy."— Vol.  II.  p.  818.  8d  Edit 

"Tlw  late  Jomea  Menxies  of  (^uldares,  having  engaged  in 
the  rebellion  of  171S,  and  been  taken  at  Preston,  in  LAncasliiro, 
was  carried  to  London,  where  he  was  tried  and  condemned, 
bat  afterwarda  reprieved.  Grateful  for  this  clemency,  he  re- 
■ttaed  at  home  io  1745,  but  retaining  a  predilection  for  the 
old  caoia,  he  sent  a  handsome  charger  aa  a  present  to  Prince 
Chartcfl,  when  advancing  through  England.  Tlie  servant  who 
lad  and  delivered  the  horse  was  taken  prisoner,  and  carried  to 
Carliala,  where  he  was  tried  and  condemned.  To  extort  a  dis- 
covery of  the  person  who  aeni  the  hone,  thraata  of  Immediate 
aiacution  in  caae  of  refusal^  and  offers  of  pardon  on  his  giving 
information,  were  held  out  ineffectually  to  the  faithful  mcMen- 
gar.  He  knew,  he  said,  what  the  rx)nsequence  of  a  disclosure 
would  be  to  his  master,  and  his  own  life  was  nothing  in  the 
eomparisoo;  when  brought  out  for  execution,  he  was  a^in 
pvwsed  to  inform  on  his  master.  He  asked  if  ihey  were  serious 
iBiapposing  him«uch  a  villain.  If  he  did  what  they  desired, 
and  forgot  his  master  and  his  trust,  he  could  not  return  to  his 
aathre  enontry,  for  Olenlyon  would  be  no  home  or  country  for 
kim,  as  he  would  be  despised  and  hunted  out  of  the  Glen.  Ac- 
cordingly he  kept  steady  to  his  tnijit,  and  was  exocuted.  Tliis 
trasty  servant's  name  was  John  Macnaughton,  from  Olenlyon, 
ID  Perthshire ;  he  detervea  to  be  mentioned,  both  on  account 
of  his  incorraptible  fidelity,  and  of  his  testimony  to  the  hon- 
Qwable  principles  of  the  people,  and  to  their  detestation  of  a 
braach  of  trust  to  a  kind  and  honourable  master,  however  great 
■light  be  the  riak,  or  however  fatal  the  consegoencea,  to  the 
UMlvldaal  himaelf."— Vol.  1.  pi>.  n,  IS.  Sd  Edit 


"  Forgive  you,  mother— for  what  7"  said  Hamish, 
laughing;  "for  giving  me  a  dram  that  was  too 
strong,  and  which  my  head  still  feels  this  morning, 
or  for  hiding  my  bonnet  to  keep  me  an  instant  longer? 
4Kay,  do  you  forgive  mt.  Give  me  the  bonnet,  and 
let  that  be  done  which  now  must  be  done.  Give  me 
my  bonnet,  or  I  i^o  without  it ;  surely  I  am  not  to  be 
delayed  by  so  tntiing  a  want  as  that— I,  who  have 

gone  for  years  with  only  a  strap  of  deer's  hide  to  tie 
ack  mv  nair.    Trifie  not,  but  give  it  me.  or  I  must 
go  bareheaded,  since  to  stay  is  iinpossible." 

"  My  son,"  said  Elspat,  keeping  fast  hold  of  his 
hand,  ^*  what  is  done  cannot  be  recalled ;  could  you 
borrow  the  wings  of  yonder  eagle,  you  would  arrive 
at  the  Dun  too  Fate  for  what  you  purpose,— too  soon 
for  what  awaits  you  there.  You  beheve  you  see  the 
sun  rising  for  the  first  time  since  you  have  seen  him 
set,  but  yesterday  beheld  him  cUmb  Ben  Cruachan, 
though  your  eyes  were  closed  to  his  light." 

Hamish  cast  upon  his  mother  a  wild  glance  of  ex- 
treme terror,  then  instantly  recovering  nimsel^  said 
— "  I  am  no  child  to  be  cheated  out  of  my  purpose  by 
such  tricks  as  these— Farewell,  mother,  each  moment 
is  worth  a  lifetime." 

"  Stay,"  she  said,  "  my  dear— my  deceived  son  I 
rush  not  on  infamy  and  nun— Yonder  I  see  the  priest 
upon  the  high-roaa  on  his  white  horse— ask  him  the 
day  of  the  month  and  week— let  him  decide  between 
us." 

With  the  speed  of  an  eagle,  Hamish  darted  up  the 
acclivity,  ana  stood  bv  the  minister  of  Glenorquhy, 
who  was  pacing  out  thus  early  to  administer  conso- 
lation to  a  distressed  family  near  fiunawe. 

The  good  man  was  somewhat  startled  to  behold 
an  armed  Highlander,  then  so  unusual  a  sight,  and 
apparently  much  agitated,  stop  his  horse  by  the  bridle, 
and  ask  him  with  a  faltering  voice  the  day  of  the 
week  and  month.  "  Had  you  been  where  you  should 
have  been  yesterday,  young  man,"  replied  the  clergy- 
man, "you  would  have  known  that  it  was  Goo^s 
Sabbath ;  and  that  this  is  Monday,  the  second  day 
of  the  week,  and  twenty-first  of  the  month." 

"  And  this  is  true*?"  said  Hamish. 

"As  true,"  answered  the  surprised  minister,  "as 
that  1  yestenlay  preached  the  word  of  God  to  this 
parish.— What  ails  you,  young  man  1— are  you  sick? 
—are  you  in  your  right  mind  7" 

Hamish  made  no  answer,  only  repeated  to  himself 
the  first  expression  of  the  clergyman— "  Had  you 
been  where  vou  should  have  been  yesterday;"  and  so 
saying,  he  let  go  the  bridle^  turned  from  the  road, 
and  descended  the  path  towards  the  hut,  with  the 
look  and  pace  of  one  who  was  going  to  execution. 
The  minister  looked  after  him  with  surprise;  but  al- 
though he  knew  the  inhabitant  of  the  hovel,  the 
character  of  Elspat  had  not  invited  him  to  open  any 
communication  with  her,  because  she  was  generally 
reputed  a  Papist,  or  rather  one  indifferent  to  all  reli- 
gion, except  some  superstitious  observances  which 
had  oeen  handed  down  from  her  parents.  On  Ha- 
mish the  Reverend  Mr.  Tyrie  had  bestowed  instruc- 
tions when  he  was  occasionally  throw^n  in  his  way, 
and  if  the  seed  fell  among  the  brambles  and  thorns 
of  a  wild  and  uncultivated  disposition,  it  had  not 
yet  been  entirely  checked  or  destroyed.  There  was 
something  so  ghastly  m  the  present  expression  of  the 
youth's  features,  that  the  sopd  man  was  tempted  to 
go  down  to  the  hovel,  ana  inquire  whether  any  dis- 
tress had  befallen  the  inhabitants,  in  which  his  pre- 
sence might  be  consohng,  and  his  ministry  usefiil. 
Unhappily  he  did  not  persevere  in  this  resolution, 
which  ipight  have  saved  a  great  misfortune,  as  he 
would  nave  probably  become  a  mediator  for  the  un- 
fortunate young  man :  but  a  recollection  of  the  wild 
moods  of  such  Highlanders  as  had  been  educated 
after  the  old  fashion  of  the  country,  prevented  his  m- 
teresting  himself  in  the  widow  and  son  of  the  far- 
dreadedrobber  MacTavish  Mhor ;  and  he  thus  miss- 
ed an  opportunity,  which  he  afterwards  sorely  re- 
pented, of  doing  much  good. 

When  Hamish  MacTavish  entered  his  mother's 
hut,  it  was  only  to  throw  himself  on  the  bed  he  had 
left,  and,  exclaiming,  "  Undone,  undone!"  to  give 
vent,  in  cries  of  grief  and  anger,  to  his  de^  sense  of 
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the  deceit  which  had  been  prectieed  on  him,  and  of 
the  cruel  predicament  to  which  he  was  redaced. 

Elepat  was  prepared  for  the  first  explosion  of  her 
son's  passion,  and  said  to  herself^  "  It  is  but  the 
mountain  torrent,  swelled  by  the  thunder  shower. 
Let  us  sit  and  rest  ub  by  the  Sank ;  for  all  its  present 
tumult,  the  time  will  soon  come  when  we  may  pass 
It  dry  shod."  She  suffered  his  complaints  and  his 
reproaches,  which  were,  even  in  the  midst  of  his 
agony,  respectful  and  affectionate,  to  die  awav  with- 
out returning  anv  answer;  and  when,  at  length, 
having  exhausted  all  the  exclamations  of  sorrow 
which  his  languages  copious  in  expressing  the  feelings 
of  the  heart,  affords  to  the  sufferer,  he  sunk  into  a 
gloomy  silence,  she  suffered  the  interval  to  continue 
near  an  hour  ere  she  approached  her  son's  couch. 

"  And  now,"  she  said  at  length,  with  a  voice  in 
which  the  authority  of  the  mother  was  qualified  by 
her  tenderness,  '*  have  you  exhauated  your  idle  sor- 
rows, and  are  you  able  to  place  what  vou  have  gain- 
ed against  what  you  have  lost  1  Is  tne  false  son  of 
Dermid  your  brother,  or  the  father  of  your  tribe,  that 
vou  weep  because  you  cannot  bind  yourself  to  his 
belt,  and  become  one  of  those  who  must  do  his  bid- 
ding ?  Could  you  find  in  yonder  distant  country  the 
lakes  and  the  mountains  that  you  leave  behind  you 
here  ?  Can  you  hunt  the  deer  of  Breadalbane  in  the 
forests  of  America,  or  will  the  ocean  afibrd  yon  the 
silver-scaled  salmon  of  the  Awe  1  Consider,  then, 
what  is  your  loss,  and,  like  a  wise  man,  set  it  against 
what  you.  have  won." 

"  I  nave  lost  all,  mother,"  replied  Hamiah,  "  since 
I  have  broken  my  word,  and  lost  my  honour.  I 
might  tcU  my  talc,  but  who,  oh,  who  would  believe 
me?"  The  unfortunate  young  man  again  clasped 
his  hands  together,  and,  pressing  them  to  his  fore- 
head, hid  his  face  upon  the  bed. 

£li>pat  was  now  really  alarmed,  and  perhaps  wish- 
ed the  fatal  deceit  had  been  left  unattempted.  She 
had  no  hope  or  refuge  saving  in  the  eloquence  of  per- 
suasion, of  which  she  possessed  no  small  ahare, 
thou^h  her  total  iterance  of  the  world  as  it  actually 
existed,  rendered  its  energy  unavailing.  She  uiiged 
her  son,  by  every  tender  epithet  which  a  parent  could 
bestow,  to  take  care  for  his  own  safety. 

"  Leave  me,"  she  sail,  "  to  bafHe  your  pursuers.  I 
will  save  your  life— I  will  save  your  honour— I  will  tell 
them  that  mv  fair-haired  Hamish  fell  from  the  Cor- 
rie  dhu  (black  precioice^  into  the  guU  of  which  hu- 
man eye  never  beheld  the  bottom.  I  will  tell  them 
this,  and  I  will  fling  your  plaid  on  the  thorns  which 

grow  on  the  brink  of  the  precipice,  that  they  may 
elieve  my  words.  They  will  believe,  and  they  will 
return  to  the  Dun  of  the  double-crest ;  for  though  the 
Saxon  drum  can  call  the  living  to  die,  it  cannot  re- 
call the  dead  to  their  slavish  standard.  Then  will 
we  travel  together  far  northward  to  the  aalt  lakes  of 
Kintail,  and  place  glens  and  mountains  betwixt  us 
and  the  sons  of  Dermid.  We  will  visit  the  shores  of 
the  dark  lake,  and  my  kinsmen — (for  was  not  my 
mother  of  the  children  of  Kenneth,  and  will  they  not 
remember  us  with  the  old  love  ?)— my  kinsmen  will 
receive  us  with  the  affection  of  the  olden  time,  which 
lives  in  those  distant  glens,  where  the  Gael  still 
dwell  in  their  nobleness,  unmingled  with  the  churl 
Saxons,  or  with  the  base  brood  that  are  their  tools 
and  their  slaves." 

The  energy  of  the  language,  somewhat  allied  to  hy- 
perbole, even  in  its  most  ordinary  expressiona,  now 
seemed  almost  too  weak  to  afibrd  Elspat  the  means 
of  bringing  out  the  snlendid  picture  which  ahe  pre- 
sented to  her  son  of  the  land  in  which  she  proposed 
to,  liim  to  take  refuge.  Yet  the  colours  were  few 
with  which  she  could  paint  her  Highland  paradise. 
"The  hills,"  she  said,  were  higher  and  more  mag- 
nificent than  those  of  Breadalbane—Ben  Cruachan 
was  but  a  dwarf  to  Skooroora.  The  lakes  were 
broader  and  lareer,  and  abounded  not  only  with  fish, 
but  witb  the  enchanted  and  amphibious  ammal  which 
gives  oil  to  the  lamp.*  The  deer  were  larger  and 
more  numerous— the  white- tusked  boar,  the  chase 
of  which  the  brave  loved  best,  was  yet  to  be  roused 
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in  those  western  solitudes—the  men  were  nobler, 
wiser,  and  stronger,  than  the  dmnerate  brood  who 
lived  under  the  Saxon  banner.  The  daiu^ters  of  the 
land  were  beautiful,  with  blue  eyes  and  our  hair,  and 
bosoms  of  snow,  and  out  of  these  she  would  choose  a 
wife  for  HamislLof  blameless  descent,  spotless  frme^ 
fixed  and  true  affection,  who  should  be  m  thdr  sum- 
mer bothy  as  the  beam  of  the  sun,  and  in  their  win- 
ter abode  as  the  warmth  of  the  needful  fire." 

Such  were  the  topics  with  which  Elspat  strove  to 
soothe  the  despair  of  her  son,  and  to  determine  him, 
if  possible,  to  leave  the  fatal  spot,  on  which  be  seem- 
ed resolved  to  Unger.  The  style  of  her  rhetoric  wae 
poetical,  but  in  other  respects  resembled  that  which, 
like  other  fond  mothers,  she  had  lavished  on  Hamieb, 
while  a  child  or  a  boy,  in  order  to  gain  his  consent 
to  do  something  he  had  no  mind  to ;  and  she  spoke 
louder,  quicker,  and  more  eamestlv,  in  prpportioo 
as  she  began  to  despair  of  her  words  canying  con- 
viction. 

On  the  mind  of  Hamiah  her  eloquence  made  no 
impression.  He  knew  hr  better  than  she  did  the 
actual  situadon  of  the  country,  and  was  sensible,  thai; 
though  it  might  be  possible  to  hide  himself  as  a  fiigi- 
tive  amon^  more  distant  mountains,  there  was  now 
no  comer  in  the  Highlanda  in  which  his  father'spro- 
fession  could  be  practised,  even  if  he  had  not  adopted, 
from  the  improved  ideas  of  the  time  when  he  uvei^ 
the  opinion  that  the  trade  of  the  cateran  was  no 
longer  the  road  to  honour  and  distinction.  Her  words 
were  therefore  poured  into  rmrdless  ears,  and  she 
exhausted  herself  in  vain  in  the  attempt  to  paint  the 
regions  of  her  mother's  kinsmen  in  such  terms  ae 
might  tempt  Hamiah  to  accompany  her  thither.  She 
spoke  for  houra,  but  she  spoke  in  vain.  She  oouJd 
extort  no  answer,  save  groans  and  sighs,  and  ejacu- 
lations, expressing  the  extremity  of  despair. 

At  length,  starting  on  her  feet,  and  changing  the 
monotonous  tone  in  which  she  had  chanted,  as  it 
were,  the  praises  of  the  province  of  refuge,  into  the 
short,  stem  language  of  eager  passion — "  I  am  a  fiwl,*' 
she  said,  "  to  spend  my  words  upon  an  idle,  poor- 
spirited,  unintelligent  boy,  who  crouches  like  a  hoimd 
to  the  lash.  Wait  here  and  receive  your  taskmaaterSi 
and  abide  your  chastisement  st  their  hands;  but  do 
not  think  your  mother's  eyes  will  behold  it.  I  oonld 
not  see  it  and  live.  My  eyes  have  looked  ohen  iipon 
death,  but  never  upon  oishonour.  Farewell,  H»mi«h  I 
—We  never  meet  again." 

She  dashed  from  the  hut  like  a  lapwing,  and  per- 
haps for  the  moment  actually  entertained  tnepnipoae 
which  she  expressed,  of  partmg  with  her  son  for  ever. 
A  fearful  sight  she  would  have  been  that  evening  to 
anv  who  might  have  met  her  wandering  through  the 
wilderness  like  a  restless  spirit,  and  speaking  to  her- 
self in  language  which  will  endure  no  translation. 
She  rambled  for  hours,  seekingrather  than  ahunning 
the  most  dangerous  paths.  The  precarious  tra» 
through  the  morass,  tne  dizzy  path  along  the  edgs 
of  the  precipice,  or  bv  the  banka  of  the  gmfing  river, 
were  the  roads  which,  far  from  avoiding,  ahe  sought 
with  eagerness,  and  traversed  with  reckless  haste. 
But  the  courage  arising  from  despair  was  the  means 
of  saving  the  iife,  which,  (though  deliberate  euickie 
was  rarely  practised  in  the  Highlandai)  she  was 
perhaps  desirous  of  terminating.  Her  step  on  the 
verge  of  the  precipice  was  firm  at  that  of^the  wild 

foat.  Her  eye,  in  that  atate  of  excitation,  was  so 
een  aa  to  discern,  even  amid  darkness,  tne  pefila 
which  noon  would  not  have  enabled  a  atmnger  to 
avo'd. 

Elspat*s  coivse  was  not  directly  forward,  elee  she 
had  soon  been  fsr  from  the  bothy  in  which  she  had  left 
her  son.  It  waa  circuitous,  for  that  hut  was  the  cen- 
tre to  which  her  heartstrings  were  chained,  and 
though  she  wandered  around  it,  she  felt  it  impossible 
to  leave  the  vicinity.  With  the  firat  beams-of  morn- 
ing, she  retumed  to  the  hut.  Awhile  she  paused  at 
the  wattled  door,  as  if  ashamed  that  lingering  fond- 
ness should  have  brought  her  back  to  the  apot  which 
she  had  left  with  the  purpose  of  never  returning;  but 
there  was  yet  more  oi  fear  and  anxiety  in  her  hesita- 
tion—of anxiety,  lest  her  fsir- haired  son  had  sufRsed 
from  the  efiects  of  her  potion— of  fear  leat  hie 
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had  ooiM  upon  him  in  the  night    She  opened 

the  door  of  the  hut  gentljr,  and  entered  with  noieeless 
mepk  Exhaueted  with  his  sorrow  and  anzietv,  and 
Bot  entirety  relieved  perhaps  from  the  innuenoe 
of  the  powerful  opiate,  Uamish  Bean  again  slept  the 
•teweound  aleepj  by  which  the  Indians  are  said  to 
be  ovCToome  dunng  the  interval  of  their  torments. 
Hit  mother  was  scarcely  sure  that  she  actually  dis- 
eeracd  his  form  on  the  bed,  scarce  certain  that  her 
sir  caught  the  somid  of  his  breathing.  With  a  throb* 
bins  heart,  Elapat  went  to  the  fire-place  in  the  centre 
of  the  huL  where  slumbered,  covered  with  a  piece  of 
taif,  the  gummeiing  embers  of  the  fire,  never  extin- 
foshed  on  a  Soottisn  hearth  until  the  ind  wellers  leave 
us  mansion  for  ever. 

"Feeble  greishogh,"*  she  said,  as  she  lighted,  by 
tilt  help  of  a  match,  a  splinter  of  bog  pine  which  was 
to  lerve  the  place  of  a  candle ;  "  weak  greishogh, 
loon  shalt  thou  be  put  out  for  ever,  and  may  Heaven 
crant  that  the  life  of  Elspat  MacTavish  have  no 
MDger  duration  than  thine  1" 

While  ahe  spoke,  she  raised  the  blazing  light  to- 
wards the  bed,  on  which  still  lay  the  prostrate  limbs 
of  her  son,  in  a  posture  that  left  it  doubtful  whether 
he  slept  or  swooned.  As  she  advanced  towards  him, 
the  light  flashed  upon  has  eye»— he  started  up  in  an 
instant,  made  a  stride  forward  with  his  naked  dirk 
in  his  hand,  like  a  man  armed  to  meet  a  mortal  ene- 
BTi^and  esclaimed,  "Stand  oiTl— on  thyhfe,  stand 

"It  is  the  word  and  the  action  of  my  husband," 
answersd  Elspat j  '*  and  I  know  by  his  speech  and  his 
step  the  son  of  MacTavish  Mhor.'* 

'  Mother,"  said  Hamish,  relapsing  from  his  tone  of 
wperate  firmness  into  one  of  melancholy  ezpostula- 
txrn ;  "  oh,  dearest  mother,  wherefore  have  you  re- 
tamed  hither  T' 

"Ask  why  the  bind  comes  back  to  tha  fawn,"  said 
Eupatj  "  why  the  cat  of  the  mountain  returns  to 
her  lodge  ana  her  young.  Know  you,  Hamish,  that 
the  heart  of  the  mother  only  lives  m  the  bosom  of  the 
ehfld." 
^  "Then  will  it  soon  cease  to  throb,"  said  Hamish, 

unless  it  can  beat  within  a  bosom  that  lies  beneath 
the  turf.— Mother,  do  not  blame  me ;  if  I  weep,  it  is 
not  for  myself  but  for  you,  for  my  sufferings  will  soon 
he  over :  but  yours— -0,  who  but  Heaven  ahall  set 
tboondarvtotheml" 

.  Elspat  shuddered  and  stepped  backward,  but  almost 
pstantly  resumed  her  firm  and  upright  position,  and 
her  dauntless  bearing. 

I  thought  thou  wert  a  man  but  even  now,"  she 
•lid,  "  and  thou  art  again  a  child.  Hearken  to  me 
I^  and  let  us  leave  this  place  together.  Have  I 
done  thee  wrong  or  injury  1  if  so,  yet  do  not  avenge 
u  so  cruelly — See,  Elspat  MacTavish,  who  never 
UMled  before  even  to  a  priest,  falls  prostrate  before 
her  own  son,  and  craves  his  forgiveness."  And  at 
<*Boe  she  threw  herself  on  her  knees  before  the  young 
nun,  seized  on  his  hand,  and  kissing  it  a  hundred 
^ea,  repeated  as  often,  in  heart-breaking  accents, 
the  roost  earnest  entreaties  for  forgiveness.  "  Par- 
don," she  exclaimed,  "  pardon,  for  the  sake  of  your 
father's  ashe8-i>ardon,  for  the  sake  of  the  pain  with 
which  I  bore  thee,  the  care  with  which  I  nurtured 
thee !— Hear  it.  Heaven,  and  behold  it,  Earth— the 
mother  asks  psrdon  of  her  child,  and  she  is  refused !" 

It  was  in  vain  that  Hamish  endeavoured  to  atem 
H^  tide  of  passion,  by  assuring  his  mother,  with  the 
inost  solemn  asseverations,  that  he  forgave  entirely 
the  fatal  deceit  which  she  had  practised  upon  him. 

Empty  words,"  she  said;  "idle  protestations, 
Which  are  out  used  to  hide  the  obduracy  of  your  resent- 
ment Would  you  have  me  believe  Voo,  then  leave 
^.  hut  this  mstant,  and  retire  from  a  country 
wtueh  every  hour  renders  more  dangerous.— Do  this, 
*nd  1  m^y  think  you  have  forsiven  me— refuse  it. 
ud  again  I  call  on  moon  and  stars,  heaven  and 
*^ui.  to  witness  the  unrelenting  resentment  with 
which  you  prosecute  your  mother  Tor  a  fault,  which,  if 

S^  00&  arose  out  of  love  to  you." 
Mother,"  said  Hamish,  "on  this  subject  you 
BiOTe  me  not.    I  will  fly  before  no  man.    Ii  Barcal* 
•  Griwiiogb,  a  glowinc 


dine  should  send  every  Gael  that  is  under  his  banner, 
here,  and  in  this  place,  will  I  abide  them ;  and  when 
you  bid  me  fly,  you  may  as  well  command  yonder 
mountain  to  be  loosened  from  its  foundations.  Had 
I  been  sure  of  the  road  by  which  they  are  coming 
hither,  I  had  spared  them  the  paina  ol  seekine  me; 
but  I  might  go  by  the  mountain,  while  they  perchance 
came  by  the  lake.  Here  I  will  abide  my  fate ;  nor  is 
there  in  Scotland  a  voice  of  power  enough  to  bkl  me 
stir  from  hence,  and  be  obeyed." , 

"  Here,  then,  I  also  stay,"  said  Elspat,  risins  up 
and  speaking  with  assumed  composure.  "I  nave 
seen  my  husband's  death— my  eyelids  shall  notsrieve 
to  look  on  the  fall  of  my  son.  But  MacTavish  Mhor 
died  as  became  the  brave,  with  his  good  sword  in  his 
right  hand ;  my  son  will  perish  like  the  bullock  that 
is  driven  to  the  shambles  by  the  Saxon  owner  who 
has  bought  him  for  a  price." 

"  Mother,"  said  the  unhappy  young  man,  "  you 
have  taken  my  life ;  to  that  you  have  a  right,  for  you 

Sve  it :  but  touch  not  my  honour !  It  came  to  me 
im  a  brave  train  of  ancestors,  and  should  be  sullied 
neither  by  man's  deed  nor  woman's  speech.  What 
I  ahall  00,  perhaps  I  myself  yet  know  not;  but 
tempt  me  no  farther  by  reproachful  words ;  you  have 
already  made  wounds  more  than  you  can  ever 
heaL" 

"  It  is  well,  my  son,"  said  Elspat,  in  reply.  "  Ex- 
pect neither  farther  complaint  nor  remonstrance 
from  me;  but  let  us  be  silent,  and  wait  the  chance 
which  Heaven  shall  send  us." 

The  sun  arose  on  the  next  morning,  and  found  the 
bothy  dient  as  the  grave.  The  mother  and  son  had 
arisen,  and  were  engaged  each  in  their  separate  task 
—Hamish  in  preparing  and  cleaning  his  arms  with 
the  greatest  accuracy,  out  with  an  air  of  deep  dejec- 
tion. Elspat,  more  restless  in  her  agony  of  spirit, 
employed  herself  in  making  ready  the  food  which 
the  distress  of  yesterday  had  induced  them  both  to 
dispense  with  for  an  unusual  numbsr  of  hours.  She 
placed  it  on  the  board  before  her  son  so  soon  as  it  was 
prepared,  with  the  words  of  a  Gaelic  poet,  "  Without 
daily  food,  the  husbandman's  plouehshare  stands  still 
in  the  furrow ;  without  daily  food,  the  sword  of  the 
warrior  is  too  heavy  for  his  hand.  Our  bodies  are 
our  slaves,  yet  they  must  be  fed  if  we  would  hsve 
their  service.  So  spake  in  ancient  days  the  Blind 
Bard  to  the  warriors  of  Pion." 

Theyoung  man  made  no  reply,  but  he  £ed  on  what 
was  placed  before  him,  as  if  to  gather  strength  for 
the  scene  which  he  was  to  undei^o.  When  his  mo- 
ther saw  that  he  had  eaten  what  sufficed  him,  she 
again  filled  the  fatal  quaigh,  and  proffered  it  as  the 
conclusion  of  the  repast.  But  he  started  aside  with 
a  convulsive  gesture,  expressive  at  once  of  fear  and 
abhorrence. 

"  Nay,  my  son,"  she  said,  "  this  time,  surely,  thou 
hast  no  cause  of  fear." 

"  Urge  me  not,  mother, "  answered  Hamish ;  **  or 

Eut  the  leprous  toad  into  a  flagon,  and  I  will  drink ; 
ut  from  that  accursed  cup,  and  of  that  mind-destroy- 
ing potion,  never  will  I  taste  more!" 

At  your  pleasure,  my  son,"  said  Elspat,  haughtily, 
and  bef^,  with  much  apparent  assidmty,  the  various 
domestic  tasks  which  had  been  interrupted  during  the 
preoeding  day.  Whatever  was  at  her  heart,  all  anxietv 
seemed  banished  from  her  looks  and  demeanour.  It 
was  but  from  an  over  activity  of  bustling  exertion  that 
it  might  have  been  perceived,  by  a  close  observer,  that 
her  actions  were  spurred  by  some  internal  cause  of 
painfiU  excitement ;  and  such  a  spectator,  too,  mi^t 
also  have  observeid  how  often  she  broke  off  the 
snatches  of  songs  or  tunes  which  she  hummed,  ap- 
parently without  knowing  what  she  was  doinft  in 
order  to  cast  a  hssty  glsnce  from  the  door  of  the  out. 
Whatever  might  be  in  the  mhid  of  Hamish,  his  de- 
meanour was  directly  the  reverse  of  that  adopted  by 
his  mother.  Having  finished  the  task  of  cleaning 
and  preparing  his  arms,  which  he  arranged  within 
the  hut,  be  sat  himself  down  before  the  door  of  the 
bothy,  and  watched  the  opposite  hill,  like  the  fixed 
sentmel  who  expects  the  approach  of  an  enemy. 
Noon  found  him  in  the  sams  unchanged  posture,  and 
it  was  an  hour  aftar  that  period,  when  nis  mothff*, 


CHRONICLES  OP  THE  CANONGATE. 


(Chap.  V. 


BtandinR  beside  him^  laid  her  hand  on  his  shoulder, 
and  said,  in  a  tone  indifferent,  as  if  she  had  been 
talking  of  some  friendly  visit,  ''  When  dost  thou  ex- 
pect them?" 

"  Tliey  cannot  be  here  till  the  shadows  full  long  to 
the  eastward,"  replied  Haniish;  *' that  is,  even  sup- 
posing the  nearest  partv,  commanded  by  Sergeant 
Allan  Breack  Cameron,  has  been  commanded  hither 
by  express  from  Dunbarton,  as  it  is  most  likely  they 
will." 

"Then  enter  beneath  your  mot  tier's  roof  once  more; 
which  partake  the  last  time  oi'  the  food  she  has  pre- 
pared ;  after  this,  let  them  come,  and  thou  shalt  see 
if  thy  mother  is  an  useless  encunibrnnce  in  the  day  of 
Btrile.  Thy  hand,  practis(^HJ  as  it  is,  cannot  fire  these 
arms  so  fast  as  I  can  load  them ;  nay,  if  it  is  neces- 
sary, I  do  not  myself  fear  the  flash  or  the  report,  and 
my  aim  has  Injcn  held  fatal." 

*'  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  mother,  meddle  not  with 
this  matter!"  said  Hamish.  "  Allan  Breack  is  a  wise 
man  and  a  kind  one,  and  comes  of  a  good  stem.  It 
may  be,  he  can  promise  for  our  officers,  that  they  will 
touch  me  with  no  infamous  punishment ;  and  it  they 
onbr  me  continumint  in  the  dungeon,  or  death  by 
the  muskei,  to  that  I  may  not  object." 

"  Alas,  and  wilt  thou  trust  to  their  woni,  my  foolish 
child  ?  Remember  the  race  of  Dermid  were  ever  fair 
and  false,  and  no  sooner  shall  they  have  gyves  on  thy 
hands,  tlian  they  will  strip  thy  shoulders  for  the 
scourge." 

"  iSave  your  advice,  mother,"  said  Hamish,  stern- 
ly: "for  me,  my  mind  is  made  up." 

But  though  he  spoke  thus,  to  escape  the  almost 
persecuting  urgency  of  his  mother,  Hamish  would 
nave  founuit,  at  that  moment,  impossible  to  say  upon 
what  course  of  conduct  he  had  thus  fixed.  On  one 
point  alone  he  was  determined,  namely,  to  abide  his 
destiny,  be  what  it  mighi,  and  not  to  add  to  the 
breach  of  his  word,  of  which  he  had  been  involunta- 
rily rendered  guilty,  by  attempting  to  escape  from 
punishment.  This  act  of  self-aevoiion  he  conceived 
to  be  due  to  his  own  honour,  and  that  of  his  countrv'- 
nicn.  Which  of  his  comrades  would  in  future  be 
trusted,  if  he  should  be  considered  as  having  broken 
his  word,  and  betraved  the  confidence  of  his  offi- 
cers? and  whom  but  Hamish  Bean  H^acTavish 
would  the  Gael  accuse,  for  having  verified  and  con- 
firmed the  suspicions  which  the  8axon  General  was 
well  known  to  entertain  against  the  good  faith  of  the 
Highlanders?  He  was,  therefore,  bent  firmly  to 
abide  his  fate.  But  whether  h  s  mtention  was  to 
)ield  himf?elf  peaceably  into  the  hands  of  the  party 
who  should  come  to  apprehend  him,  or  whether  he 
purposed,  by  a  show  of  resistance,  to  provoke  them  to 
kill  him  on  the  spot,  was  a  question  which  he  could 
not  himself  have  answered.  His  desire  to  see  Bar- 
caldine,  and  explain  the  cause  of  his  absence  at  the 
appointed  time,  urged  him  to  the  one  course;  his  fear 
of  the  degrading  punishment,  and  of  his  mother's 
bitter  upbraidings,  strongly  instigated  the  latter  and 
the  more  dangerous  jjurposc.  He  left  it  to  chance  to 
decide  wlien  the  crisis  should  arrive ;  nor  did  he  tarry 
long  in  the  expectation  of  the  catastrophe. 

Evening  approached,  the  gi^Auiic  shadows  of  the 
mountains  streamed  in  darkness  towards  the  east, 
while  their  western  )>eaks  were  still  glowing  with 
crimson  and  gold.  The  road  which  winds  round 
Ben  Cruachan  was  fully  visible  from  the  door  of  the 
bothy,  when  a  party  of  five  Highland  soldiers,  whose 
arms  glanced  in  the  sun,  wheeled  suddenly  into  sight 
from  trie  most  distant  extremity,  where  the  highway 
is  hidden  behind  the  mountain.  One  of  the  party 
walked  a  little  before  the  other  four,  who  marched 
regularly  and  in  files,  according  to  the  rules  of  mili- 
tary discipline.  There  was  no  disi^ute.  from  the  fire- 
locks which  they  carried,  and  the  plaids  and  bonnets 
which  they  wore,  that  they  were  a  party  of  Hamish's 
regiment,  under  a  non-commissioned  officer;  and 
there  could  be  as  little  doubt  of  the  purpose  of  their 
appearance  on  the  banks  of  Loch  Awe. 

'They  come  briskly  forward"— said  the  wdow  of 
MacTavish  Mhor,— "I  wonder  how  fast  or  how  slow 
some  of  them  will  return  again  1  But  they  are  five, 
and  it  is  too  much  odds  for  a  fair  field.    Step  back 


within  the  hut,  my  son,  and  shoot  from  the  loophole 
beside  the  door.  Two  you  may  bring  down  ere  they 
quit  the  high-road  for  the  footpath — there  will  remain 
but  three ;  and  your  father,  with  my  aid,  has  often 
stood  against  that  number. 

Hamish  Bean  took  the  gun  which  his  mother  of* 
feri-d,  but  did  not  stir  from  the  doorof  the  hut.    He 
wan  soon  vi.sible  to  the  party  on  the  high-road,  as  wii 
evident  from  their  increasing  their  pace  to  a  nm;  the 
files,   however,  still  keeping  together  like  coupled 
greyhounds,  and  advancmg  with  groat  rapidity.    In 
far  less  time  than  would  have  been  aceomplmhed  by 
men  less  accustomed  to  the  mountains,  they  had  left 
the  high-road,  traversed  the  narrow  path,  and  tp' 
proaclied  witiiin  pistol-rihot  of  the  hothy.  at  the  door 
of  which  stood  Hamish,  fixed  like  a  statue  of  ston^ 
with  his  firelock  in  his  hand,  while  his  mother,  placed 
behind  him,  and  almost  driven  to  fn'uzv  by  the  vio- 
lence of  her  passions,  reproached  him  in  tnc  strongest 
terms  which  despair  could  invent,  for  his  want  of  re- 
solution and  faintness  of  heart.    Her  words  increased 
the  bitter  gall  which  was  arising  in  the  voung  man's 
own  spirit,  as  he  obserx'cd  the  unfriendly  speed  with 
which  his  late  comrades  were  eagerly  making  towirds 
him,  like  hounds  towards  the  slag  when  he  is  at  bay. 
The  untami>d  and  angry  passions  which  he  inherited 
from  father  and  mother,  were  awakeiiwl  by  the  sup- 
posed hostility  of  those  who  pursued  him ;  and  the 
restraint  under  which  these  passions  had  been  hi- 
therto held  by  his  sober  judgment,  btcan  gradually 
to   give  way.    The   sergeant  now  ealled    to  him, 
"  Hamish  Bean  MacTavish,  lay  down  your  arms 
and  surrender." 

"  Do  you  stand,  Allan  Breack  Cameron,  and  com- 
mand your  men  to  stand,  or  it  will  be  the  worse  for 
us  all.'^ 

"Halt,  men"— said  the  sergeant,  but  continuing 
■himself  to  advance.    "  Hamish,  think  what  you  do, 
and  give  up  your  gun ;  you  may  spill  blood,  out  )'0Q 
cannot  escapt?  i)unishment." 

"  The  scourge— tlie  scourge— my  son,  beware  the 
scourge!"  whispered  his  mother. 

"Take heed,  Allan  Breack,"  said  Hamish.  "I  would 
not  hurt  you  willingly,— but  I  will  not  be  taken  unleM 
you  can  assure  me  against  the  Saxon  lash." 

"Fool!"  answered  Cameron,  "you  know  I  can- 
not. Vet  1  will  do  all  I  can.  I  will  say  1  met  you  on 
your  return,  and  the  imuishment  will  be  light— bot 
give  up  your  musket— Come  on,  men." 

Instantly  he  rushed  forward,  extending  his  arm  as 
if  to  push  aside  the  voung  man's  levelled  firelocL 
Klspat  exclaimed,  "Now.  spare  not  vour  fatbo's 
hlood  to  defend  your  father  s  hearth  !"  Hamish  fired 
his  piece,  and  Cameron  dropped  dead.— All  these 
things  happened,  h  might  be  said,  in  the  same  mo- 
ment of  time.  Tlie  soldjers  rushed  forward  and 
seized  Hamish,  who,  seeming  petrified  with  what  ha 
had  done,  ofiered  not  the  least  resistance.  Not  w 
his  mother,  who,  seeing  the  men  about  to  put  hand- 
cuifs  on  her  son,  threw  herself  on  the  soldiers  with 
such  fury,  that  it  required  two  of  them  to  hold  her. 
while  the  rest  secured  the  prisoner. 

"Are  you  not  an  accursed  creature^" sold  one  of 
the  men  to  Hamish,  "  to  have  slain  your  best  fiiead, 
who  was  contriving,  during  the  whole  march^  how 
he  could  find  some  way  of  getting  you  ofi' without 
punishment  for  your  desert wn  ?" 

"Do  you  hear  that,  mother?"  said  Hnmish,  tinn- 
ing himself  as  much  towards  her  as  his  bonds  wonld 
permit— but  the  mother  heard  nothing,  and  saw 
nothing.  iShe  had  fainted  on  the  floor  of  her  hot 
Without  waiting  for  her  recovery,  the  party  almost 
immediately  bt^n  their  homeward  march  towardi 
Dunbarton,  leading  along  with  them  their  prisoner. 
They  thought  it  necessary,  however,  to  stay  for  a 
little  space  at  the  village  of  Dalmall^*,  from  whidi 
they  despatched  a  party  of  the  inhabitants  to  bring 
away  the  body  of  their  unfortunate  leader,  while  they 
themselves  repaired  to  a  magistrate  to  state  what 
had  happened,  and  require  his  instructM>ns  as  to  dK 
farther  course  to  be  pursued.  The  crime  being  of  s 
military  character,  they  were  instructed  to  march  the 
prisoner  to  Dunbarton  without  delay. 

The  swoon  of  the  mother  of  Hamish  Isstad  for  ■ 
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length  of  time ;  the  longer  perhaps  that  her  constitu- 
twn,  strong  as  it  was,  must  have  been  much  exhaust- 
ed by  her  previous  agitation  of  three  days'  endurance. 
She  was  roused  from  her  stupor  at  length  by  female 
voices,  which  cried  the  coronach,  or  lament  for  the 
dead,  with  clapping  of  hands  and  loud  exclamations; 
while  the  melancholy  note  of  a  lament,  appropriate 
to  the  clan  Cameron,  played  on  the  bagpipe,  was 
heard  from  time  to  time. 

Elspat  started  up,  like  one  awakened  from  the  dead, 
and  without  any  accurate  recollection  of  the  scene 
which  had  passed  before  her  eyes.  There  were  fe- 
males in  the  hut  who  were  swathing  the  corpse  in 
its  bloody  plaid  before  carrying  it  from  the  fatal  si}Ot. 
"Women,  she  said,  starting  up  and  interrupting 
their  chant  at  once  and  theu*  labour—"  Tell  me, 
women,  why  sine  you  the  dirge  of  MacDhonuil  Dhu 
in  me  house  of  MacTavish  Mhor  1 

"  She-woU^  be  silent  with  thine  ill-omened  yell," 
answered  one  of  the  females,  a  relation  of  the  de- 
ceased, "  and  let  us  do  our  duty  to  our  beloved  kins- 
man i  There  shall  never  be  coronach  cned,  or  dirge 
played,  for  thee  or  thy  bloody  wolf-burd.*  The  ra- 
vais  snail  eat  him  from  the  gibbet,  and  the  foxes  and 
wild-cats  shall  tear  thy  corpse  upon  the  hill.  Cursed 
be  he  that  would  sain  your  bones,  or  add  a  stone  to 
yoor  cairn !" 

"Daughter  of  a  foolish  mother,'*  answered  the  wi- 
dow oiMacTavish  Mhor,  ''know  that  the  gibbet 
tnth  which  you  threaten  us,  is  no  portion  of  our  in- 
heritance. For  thirty  years  the  Black  Tree  of  the 
Law,  whose  apples  are  dead  men's  bodies,  hungered 
after  the  beloved  husband  of  my  heart ;  but  he  died 
like  a  brave  man.  with  the  sword  in  his  hand,  and 
deluded  it  of  its  hopes  and  its  fruit." 

'*  So  shall  it  not  be  with  thy  child,  bloody  sorcer- 
ess," replied  the  female  mourner,  whose  passions 
were  as  violent  as  those  of  Elspat  herself.  "  The 
ravens  shall  tear  his  fair  hair  to  Une  their  nests,  before 
the  sun  sinks  beneath  the  Treshornish  islands." 

These  words  recalled  to  Elspat' s  mind  the  whole 
history  of  the  last  three  dreadful  days.  At  first,  she 
stood  fixed  as  if  the  extremity  of  distress  had  convert- 
ed her  into  atone ;  but  in  a  minute,  the  pride  and  vio- 
lence of  her  temper,  outbraved  as  she  thought  herself 
on  her  own  threshold^  enabled  her  to  reply—'/  Yes. 
insulting  hag,  my  fair-naired  boy  may  die,  but  it  ^vill 
not  be  with  a  white  hand— it  has  been  dyed  in  the 
blood  of  his  enemy,  in  the  best  blood  of  a  Cameron- 
remember  that ;  and  when  you  lay  your  dead  in  his 
gave,  let  it  be  his  best  epitaph,  that  he  was  killed  by 
amish  Bean  for  essaying  to  lay  hands  on  the  son  of 
MacTavish  Mhor  on  his  own  threshold.  Farewell 
—the  shame  of  defeat,  loss,  and  slaughter,  remain 
with  the  clan  that  has  endured  it  I" 

The  relative  of  the  slaughtered  Cameron  raised  her 
voice  in  reply ;  but  Elspat,  disdaining  to  continue  the 
objoigation,  or  perhaps  feeling  her  grief  likely  to  over- 
roaster  her  power  of  expressing  her  resentment,  had 
left  the  hut,  and  was  walking  forth  in  the  bright 
moonshine. 

The  females  who  were  arranging  the  corpse  of  the 
ikughtered  man,  hurried  from  their  melancholy  la- 
bour to  look  after  her  tall  figure  as  it  glided  away 
among  the  clifis.  "  I  am  glaa  she  is  gone,"  said  one 
of  the  younger  persons  who  assistedf.  "  I  would  as 
soon  dri»s  a  corpse  when  the  great  Fiend  himself— 

Sd  sain  us — stood  visibly  before  us,  as  when  Elspat  of 
e  Tree  is  amongst  us.— Ay— ay,  even  overmuch  in- 
tercourse hath  she  had  with  the  Enemy  in  her  day." 

"Silly  woman,"  answered  the  female  who  bad 
maintained  the  dialogue  with  the  departed  Elspat, 
"  thmkest  thou  that  there  is  a  worse  nend  on  earth, 
or  beneath  it,  than  the  pride  and  furv  of  an  ofiended 
woman,  like  yonder  bloody-mindea  hag'?  Know 
that  blood  has  oeen  as  familiar  to  her  as  the  dew  to 
the  mountain-daisy.  Many  and  many  a  brave  man 
has  she  caused  to  breathe  their  last  for  little  wrong 
they  had  done  to  her  or  theirs.  But  her  hough- 
sinews  are  cut,  now  that  her  wolf-burd  must,  like  a 
murderer  as  he  is,  make  a  murderer's  end." 

Whilst  the  women  thus  discoursed  together,  as  they 
watched  the  corpse  of  Allan  Breack  Cameron,  the 
•  Wolf-brood,  i.  t.  wolf-oub. 


unhappy  cause  of  his  death  pursued  her  lonely  way 
across  the  mountain.  While  she  remained  within 
sight  of  the  bothy,  she  put  a  strong  constraint  on 
herself,  that  by  no  alteration  of  pace  or  gesture,  she 
might  afibrd  to  her  enemies  the  triumph  of  calcula- 
ting the  excess  of  her  mental  agitation,  nay,  despair. 
She  stalked,  therefore,  with  a  slow  rather  than  a 
swift  step,  and,  holding  herself  upright,  seemed  at 
once  to  endure  with  firmness  that  wo  which  was 
passed,  and  bid  defiance  to  that  which  was  about  to 
come.  But  when  she  was  beyond  the  sight  of  those 
who  remained  in  the  hut,  she  could  no  longer  suppress 
the  extremitv  of  her  agitation.  Drawing  her  mantle 
wildly  round  her,  she  stopped  at  the  first  knoll,  and 
climbing  to  its  summit,  extended  her  arms  up  to  the 
bright  moon,  as  if  accusing  heaven  and  earth  for  her 
misfortunes,  and  uttered  scream  on  scream,  like 
those  of  an  eagle  whose  nest  has  been  plundered  of 
her  brood.  Awhile  she  vented  her  griei  in  these  in- 
articulate cries,  then  rushed  on  her  way  with  a  hasty 
and  unequal  step,  in  vain  the  hope  of  overtaking  the 

Earty  which  was  conveying  her  son  a  prisoner  to  Dun- 
arton.  But  her  strength,  superhuman  as  it  seemed, 
failed  her  in  the  trial,  nor  was  it  possible  for  her, 
with  her  utmost  eflTorts,  to  accomplish  her  purposa 

Yet  she  pressed  onward,  with  all  the  speed  which 
her  exhausted  frame  could  exert.  When  food  became 
indispensable,  she  entered  the  first  cottage:  "Give 
me  to  eat,"  she  said ;  "  I  am  the  widow  of  Mac- 
Tavish Mhor— I  am  the  mother  of  Hamish  MacTa- 
vish Bean, — give  me  to  eat,  that  I  may  once  more 
see  my  fair-haired  son."  Her  demand  was  never  re- 
fused, though  granted  in  many  cases  with  a  kind  of 
struggle  between  compassion  and  aversion  in  some 
of  those  to  whom  she  applied,  which  was  in  others 
qualified  by  fear.  The  share  she  had  had  in  occa- 
sioning the  death  of  Allan  Breack  Cameron,  which 
must  probably  involve  that  of  her  own  son,  was  not 
accurately  known ;  but,  from  a  knowledge  of  her 
violent  passions  and  former  habits  of  Hfe,  no  one 
doubted  that  in  one  way  or  other  she  had  been  the 
cause  of  the  catastrophe;  and  Hamish  Bean  was 
considered,  in  the  slaughter  which  he  had  committed, 
rather  as  the  instrument  than  as  the  accomplice  or 
his  mother. 

This  general  opinion  of  his  countrymen  was  of  little 
service  to  the  unfortunate  Hamish.  As  his  captain. 
Green  Colin,  understood  the  manners  and  habits  of 
his  country,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  collecting  from 
Hamish  the  particulars  accompanying  his  supposed 
desertion,  and  the  subsequent  death  of  the  non-com- 
missioned ofl[icer.  He  lelt  the  utmost  compassion 
for  a  youth,  who  had  thus  fallen  a  victim  to  the  ex- 
travagant and  fatal  fondness  of  a  parent  But  he 
had  no  excuse  to  plead  which  could  rescue  his  un- 
happy recruit  from  the  doom,  which  military  discip- 
line and  the  award  of  a  court-martial  denounced 
against  him  for  the  crime  he  had  committed. 

No  time  had  been  lost  in  their  proceedings,  and  as 
little  was  interposed  betwixt  sentence  and  execution. 

General had  determined  to  make  a  severe 

example  of  the  first  deserter  who  should  fall  into  his 
power^  and  here  was  one  who  had  defended  himself 
oy  mam  force,  and  slain  in  the  affray  the  officer  sent 
to  take  him  into  custody.  A  fitter  subject  for  punish- 
ment could  not  have  occurred,  and  Haniish  was  sen- 
tenced t5  immediate  execution.  All  which  the  inter- 
ference of  his  captain  in  his  favour  could  procure, 
was  that  he  should  die  a  soldier's  death ;  tor  there 
had  been  a  purpose  of  executing  him  upon  the  gibbet. 

The  wortby  clergyman  of  Glenorquhy  chanced  to 
be  at  Dunbarton,  m  attendance  upon  some  church 
courts,  at  the  time  of  this  catastrophe.  He  Raited 
his  unfortunate  parishioner  in  his  dungeon,  found  him 
ignorant  indeed,  but  not  obstinate,  and  the  answers 
which  he  received  from  him,  when  conversing  on  rep 
ligious  topics,  were  such  as  induced  him  doubly  to 
regret,  that  a  mind  naturally  pure  and  noble  shojud 
have  remained  unhappily  so  wild  and  uncultivated. 

When  he  ascertained  the  real  character  and  dispo- 
sition of  the  young  man,  the  worthy  pastor  made 
deep  and  painful  reflections  on  his  own  shyness  and 
timidity,  which,  arising  out  of  the  evil  fame  that  at- 
tached to  the  lineage  of  Hamish,  had  restrained  hmi 


48 


CHRONICLES  OF  THE  CANONGATE. 


[Chap.  V. 


from  charitably  endeavouring  to  bring  this  strayed 
sheep  within  the  great  fold.  While  the  good  minister 
blamed  his  cowardice  in  times  past,  which  had  de- 
terred him  from  risking  his  person,  to  save,  perhaps, 
an  immortal  soul,  he  rcsolvtii  no  longer  to  be  govern- 
ed by  such  timid  counsels,  but  to  endeavour,  bv  ap- 
phcation  to  his  officers,  to  obtain  a  reimcvc.  at  feast, 
if  not  a  pardon,  for  tlie  criminal,  in  whom  ne  felt  so 
unusually  interested,  at  once  irom  his  docility  of  tem- 
per and  his  generosity  of  disposition. 

Accordingly  the  divine  sought  out  Captain  Camp- 
bell at  the  barracks  within  the  g.irrison.  There  was 
a  gloomy  melancholy  on  the  brow  of  Green  Colin, 
which  was  not  lessened,  but  increased,  when  the 
clergyman  stated  his  name,  quality,  and  errand. 
"  You  cannot  tell  me  belter  of  the  young  man  than 
I  am  disposed  to  believe,"  answered  the  Highland 
officer ;  "  vou  cannot  ask  me  to  do  more  in  nis  be- 
half than  t  am  of  myself  inclined,  and  liave  already 
endeavoured  to  do.    But  it  is  all  in  vain.    General 

is  half  a  Lowlandcr.  half  an  PiUglishman. 

He  has  no  ide^i  of  the  high  ana  enthusiastic  character 
which  in  these  mountains  often  brings  exalted  virtues 
in  contact  with  great  crimes,  wliicn,  however,  are 
less  offences  of  the  heart  than  errors  of  the  under- 
Btonding.  I  have  gone  so  far  as  to  tell  him,  that  in 
this  young  man  he  was  putting  to  death  the  best  and 
the  bravest  of  my  company,  where  all,  or  almost  all, 
arc  good  and  brave.  I  explained  to  him  by  what 
Btrancre  delusion  the  culprit's  apparent  desertion  was 
occasioned,  and  how  little  hi.s  heart  was  accessary  to 
the  crime  which  his  hand  unhappily  cpmmittc^d.  His 
answer  was,  '  These  are  Highland  visions.  Captain 
Campbell,  as  unsatisfactory  and  \ain  as  those  of  the 
second  sight.  An  act  of  gross  desertion  may,  in  any 
case,  be  palliated  under  the  plea  of  intoxication ;  the 
murder  of  an  officer  may  be  as  eosily  coloured  over 
with  that  of  temporary  insanity.  The  example  must 
be  made,  and  if  it  has  fallen  on  a  man  otherwise  a 
good  recruit,  it  will  have  the  greater  efTect.'— Such 
being  the  Generars  unalterable  purpose,"  continued 
Captain  Canjpbell,  with  a  sigh,  be  it  your  care,  re- 
verend sir,  that  your  penitent  prt^are  bv  break  of 
day  to-morrow  for  that  great  change  whicn  we  shall 
all  one  day  be  subjected  to." 

"  And  for  which,"  said  the  clergymsn,  "  may  God 
prepare  us  all,  as  I  in  my  duty  wilt  not  be  wanting  to 
ibis  poor  youth." 

Next  morning,  as  the  ver>'  earliest  beams  of  sun- 
rise saluted  the  gray  towers  which  crown  the  sum- 
mit of  that  sin;rnlar  and  tremendous  rock,  the  sol- 
diers of  the  new  Highland  redmeni  appeared  on  the 
parade,  ^vithin  the  Castle  of  Dunharton,  and  having 
fallpn  into  order,  began  to  move  downward  by  steep 
staircases  and  narrow  passages  towards  the  external 
barrier;pate,  which  is  at  the  ver>'  bottom  of  the  rock. 
The  wild  wailing?  of  the  pibroch  were  heard  at  tiines, 
interchangi^l  with  the  arums  and  fifes,  which  beat 
the  Dead  March. 

The  unhnpi>y  criminal's  fate  did  not,  at  first,  excite 
that  general  symjiathy  in  the  regiment  which  would 
probably  have'nnscn  had  he  been  executed  for  deser- 
tion alone.  The  slaughter  cf  the  unfortunate  Allan 
Urcack  had  given  a  difRrcnt  colour  to  Hamish'a 
offence:  for  the  deceased  was  much  beloved,  and 
besides  belonged  to  a  numerous  aiul  powtiful  clan,  of 
whom  there  were  many  in  the  ranks.  The  unfortu- 
nate criminal,  on  the  contrary,  was  little  known  to, 
and  scarcely  connected  with,  any  of  his  regimental 
companions.  His  father  had  been,  indeed,  distin- 
guished for  his  strength  and  manhood  ;  but  he  was  of 
a  broken  clan,  as  those  names  were  called  who  had 
no  chief  to  lead  them  to  battle. 

It  would  have  been  almost  impossible  in  another 
case,  to  have  turned  out  of  the  ranks  of  the  regiment 
the  party  necessary  for  execution  of  the  sentence; 
but  the  six  individuals  selected  for  that  purpose,  were 
friends  of  the  deceased,  descended,  like  nim,  from  the 
race  of  MacOhonuil  Dhu  :  and  while  they  prepared 
for  the  dismal  task  which  their  duty  imposed,  it  was 
not  without  a  stem  feeling  of  graiified  revenge.  The 
leading  company  of  the  regiment  began  now' to  defile 
from  the  barrier-gate,  and  was  followed  by  the  others, 
aach  successively  moving  and  halting  according  to  I 


the  orders  of  the  Adjutant,  so  as  to  form  three  sides 
of  an  oLlong  s^iuare,  with  the  ranks  faced  inwsrdi. 
The  fourth,  or  blank  side  of  the  s<]uare,  was  closed 
up  by  the  huge  and  lofty  precipice  on  which  the  Cas- 
tle rises.  About  the  centre  of  the  procession,  barf- 
headed,  disarnu^,  and  with  his  hands  bound,  cams 
the  unfortunate  victim  of  mihtary  law.  Ho  wat 
deadly  pale,  but  his  step  was  firm  and  his  f-ye  at 
bright  as  ever.  The  clerg>'man  wnlkid  by  his  «de 
— the  coffin,  whidi  was  to  receive  his  mortal  remaim^ 
was  borne  before  him.  The  looks  of  his  comrades 
were  stilL  comuosed,  and  solemn.  'J  hey  felt  for  the 
youth,  whose  handsome  form,  and  inunly  vet  sub- 
missive deportment  had.  as  soon  as  he  was  d^istinctly 
visible  to  tliem,  softened  the  hearts  of  many,  evtnoif 
some  who  had  been  actuated  by  vindictive  feelings. 

The  coffin  destined  for  the  yet  hving  body  of  Ha- 
mish  Hean  was  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  hollow 
square,  about  two  yards  distant  from  the  foot  of  tht 
precipice,  which  rises  in  that  place  as  steep  as  a  stone 
wa|l  to  the  height  of  three  or  four  hundred  fe^ 
Thither  the  prisoner  was  also  led,  the  clerg>-man 
still  continuing  by  his  side,  pouring  forth  exhortatioai 
of  courage  and  consolation,  to  which  the  youth  ap- 
peared to  listen  with  respectful  devotion.  With  slow, 
and,  it  seemed,  almost  unwilling  steps,  the  firing 
party  entered  the  Kjuare,  and  were  drawn  up  facing 
the  prisoner,  about  ten  yards  distant.  The  dtrfj- 
man  was  nov.'  about  to  retire—"  Think,  my  aon," 
he  said,  "on  what  I  have  told  you,  and  let  your  hope 
be  rested  on  the  anchor  which  1  have  given.  Yoo 
will  then  exchange  a  short  and  misi-rnblc  existence 
here,  for  a  life  in  which  you  will  experience  neither 
sorrow  nor  pain.— Is  there  aught  else  which  you  can 
intnist  to  me  to  execute  for  you  '?*' 

The  youth  looked  at  his  sleeve  buttons.  Thcf 
were  of  gold,  booty  perhaps  which  his  father  had 
taken  from  some  EngUsli  officer  during  the  civu 
wars.  The  clergyman  disengaged  them  from  hk 
sleeves. 

"My  mother!"  he  said  with  some  effort,  "gire 
them  to  my  poor  mother !  -See  her,  good  father,  and 
teach  her  what  she  should  think  of  all  this.  Tell  her 
Hamish  Bean  is  more  glad  to  die  than  ever  he  wks  to 
rest  after  the  longest  day's  hunting.  Farewell,  sir- 
farewell  !" 

The  good  man  could  scarce  retire  from  the  fatal 
spot.  An  officer  afforded  him  the  support  of  his  arm. 
At  his  last  look  towards  Hamish,  he  beheld  him  aliva 
and  knt^eling  on  the  coffin  ;  the  few  that  were  arouod 
him  had  all  withdrawn.  The  fatal  word  was  given, 
the  rock  rung  sharp  to  the  sound  of  the  dischargeb 
and  Hamish,  falling  forward  with  a  groan,  died,  it 
maybe  supposed,  without  almost  a  sense  of  tne  pats- 
ingagony. 

Ten  or  twelve  of  his  own  company  then  came  for- 
ward, and  laid  with  solemn  rcverence  the  remains  of 
their  comrade  in  the  coffin,  while  tlic  Dead  March 
was  again  stnick  un,  and  the  several  companiea^ 
marchuig  in  single  files,  passed  the  coffin  oncnyonev 
in  order  that  all  might  receive  from  the  awful  spec- 
tacle the  warning  which  it  was  peculiarly  intended  to 
afford.  The  regiment  was  then  marched  off  the 
ground,  and  rcascended  the  ancient  chff,  their  mucQ 
as  usual  on  such  occasions,  striking  lively  strains,  ai 
if  sorrow,  or  even  deep  thought,  should  as  short  • 
while  as  possible  be  the  tenant  of  the  soldier's  bosom. 

At  the  same  time  the  small  party,  which  we  be- 
fore mentioned,  bore  the  bier  of  the  ill-fated  Hamidi 
to  his  humble  grave,  in  a  comer  of  the  church-vaid 
of  Dunbarton,  usually  assigned  to  criminals.  Hen^ 
among  the  dust  of  the  guilty,  lies  a  youth,  whose 
name,  had  he  survived  the  ruin  of  the  fatal  events  by 
which  he  was  hurried  into  crime,  might  have  adorn* 
ed  the  annals  of  the  brave. 

The  minister  of  Glenorquhy  left  Dunbarton  imme- 
diately af^er  he  had  witnessed  the  last  scene  of  tUi 
melancholy  catastrophe.  His  reason  acoaieeoed  in 
the  justice  of  the  sentence,  which  required  blood  far 
blood,  and  he  acknowledged  that  the  vindictive  cha- 
racter of  his  countrymen  required  to  be  powerfiiUr 
restrained  by  the  strong  curb  of  social  law.  But  stiU 
he  mourned  over  the  individual  victim.  Who  may 
arraign  the  bolt  of  Heaven  when  it  burato  among  tht 


Qiup.y.] 


THE  HIGHLAND  WIDOW. 


49 


Snii 


8oaa  of  tho  fonst ;  yt  who  can  refrain  from  mourn- 
ing. whflD  it  aelects  for  the  object  of  its  bUffhting  aim 
the  fiiir  stem  of  a  young  oak,  that  promiaeia  to  be  the 
piide  of  the  dell  in  which  it  flourished  7  Musing  on 
these  melancholy  events,  noon  found  him  engaged 
in  the  mountain  passes,  by  which  he  was  to  return 
to  his  still  distant  home. 

Confidant  in  his  knowledge  of  the  countnr,  th^ 
deqiymanhad  left  the  main  road,  to  seek  one  ot  those 
shorter  patl^,  which  are  only  used  by  pedestrians, 
or  by  men,  like  the  minister,  mounted  on  the  small, 
but  sure-footed,  hardy,  and  sagacious  horses  of  the 
country,  liie  place  which  he  now  traversed,  was 
ID  itself  gloomy  and  desolate,  and  tradition  had  add- 
ed to  it  the  terror  of  superstition,  by  affirming  it  waa 
haunted  by  an  evil  spirit,  termed  Cioghi-dearg,  that 
ii,  Redmantle,  who  at  all  times,  but  especially  at  noon 
and  tt  midnight|  traversed  the  glen,  in  enmity  both 
to  man  and  the  mferior  creation,  did  such  evil  as  her 
power  was  permitted  to  extend  to,  and  afflicted  with 
ghastly  terrors  those  whom  she  had  not  license  other- 
wisstohurt 

The  minister  of  Glenorquhy  had  set  his  face  in  op- 
positioD  to  many  of  these  superstitions,  which  he 
nstly  thought  were  derived  from  the  dark  ages  of 
Popery,  pemapa  even  from  those  of  Paganism,  and 
ontlt  to  be  entertained  or  belierved  by  the  Christians 
of  an  enlightened  age.  Some  of  his  more  attached 
parishioners  considered  him  as  too  rash  in  opposing 
the  ancient  faith  of  their  fathers:  and  though  they 
honoured  the  moral  intrepidity  or  their  pastor,  they 
ooohl  not  svoid  entertaining  and  expressing  fears, 
that  hs  would  one  day  fall  a  victim  to  his  temerity, 
and  be  torn  to  pieces  in  the  glen  of  the  Cloght-dearg, 
or  some  of  those  other  haunted  wilds,  which  he  ap- 
peared rather  to  have  a  pride  and  pleasure  in  travel^ 
■ng  alone,  on  the  days  and  hours  when  the  wicked 
Vints  were  suppoaed  to  have  eapedal  power  over  man 
and  beast. 

These  legends  came  across  (he  mind  of  the  cler- 

fman :  and,  solitary  as  he  was,  a  melancholy  smile 

laded  his  chedc,  as  he  thought  of  the  inconsistency 
of  human  nature,  and  reflected  how  many  brave  men, 
whom  the  yell  of  the  pibroch  would  have  sent  head- 
long against  fixed  bayonets,  as  the  wild  bull  rushes 
QQ  nis  enemy,  might  have  vet  feared  to  encounter 
those  viaionary  terrors,  which  he  himself,  a  man  of 
peaee,  and  in  ordinary  perils  no  way  remarkable  for 
the  firmneaa  of  his  nerves,  was  now  risking  without 
hesitation. 

As  he  looked  around  the  scene  of  desolation,  he 
oooid  not  but  acknowledge,  in  his  own  mind,  that  it 
«u  not  ill  choaen  for  the  haunt  of  those  spirit^  which 
are  said  to  delight  in  solitude  and  desolation.  The 
^len  was  so  steep  and,  narrow,  that  there  was  but 
jost  room  for  the  meridian  sun  to  dart  a  few  scatter- 
od  rays  upon  the  gloomy  and  precarious  stream  which 
atole  through  its  recesses^  for  the  most  part  in  silence, 
but  occasionally  murmunng  sullenly  a^nst  the  rocks 
and  large  stones,  which  seemed  determined  to  bar  its 
ftrtber  progress.  In  winter,  or  in  the  rainy  season, 
this  small  stream  was  a  foaming  torrent  of  the  most 
formidable  magnitude,  and  it  was  at  such  periods  that 
it  had  torn  open  and  laid  bare  the  broad-faced  and 
hnge  fragments  of  rock,  which,  at  the  season  of  which 
we  spesik,  hid  its  course  from  the  eye,  and  seemed 
dispoaed  totally  to  interrupt  its  course.  "Undoubt- 
edhr."  thought  the  clcigyman,  "this  mountain  rivulet, 
aDddenly  swelled  by  a  water-spout,  or  thunder-storm, 
hu  often  been  the  cauae  of  thoae  accidents,  which, 
happening  in  the  glen  called  by  her  name,  have  been 
ascribed  to  the  agency  of  the  Cloght-deaig." 

Just  as  this  idea  crossed  his  mmd,  he  heard  a  fe- 
male voice  exclaim,  in  a  wild  and  thriihng  accent, 
'Michael  Tyrie— Michael  Tyrie !"  He  looked  round  in 
astonishment,  and  not  without  some  fear.  1 1  seemed, 
fcr  an  instant,  as  if  the  Evil  Being,  whose  existence 
he  bad  disowned,  was  about  to  appear  for  the  pun- 
■hment  of  his  incredulity.  This  alarm  did  not  nold 
^m  more  than  an  instant,  nor  did  it  prevent  hia  re- 
plying in  a  firm  voice,  "  who  calls—imd  where  are 
your* 

"One  who  journeys  in  wretchedness,  between  life 
and  death,**  answered  the  voice ;  and  the  speaker,  a 
3  K 


tall  female^  appeared  from  among  the  fragmenta  of 
rocks' which  had  concealed  her  from  view. 

As  she  approached  more  closely,  her  mantle  of 
bright  tartan,  in  which  the  red  colour  much  predomi- 
nated, her  stature,  the  long  stride  with  which  she  ad- 
vanced^ and  the  writhen  features  and  wild  eyes  which 
were  viaible  from  under  her  curch,  would  have  m^de 
her  no  inadequate  representative  of  the  spirit  wnicH 

fave  name  to  the  valley.  But  Mr.  Tyne  instantly 
new  her  as  the  Woman  of  the  Tree,  the  widow  <tt 
MacTavish  Mhor,  the  now  childless  mother  of  Ha- 
mish  Bean.  I  am  not  sure  whether  the  ministar 
would  not  have  endured  the  visitation  of  the  Gloght- 
dearg  herseUl  rather  than  the  shock  of  Elspat's  pre- 
sence, considering  her  crime  and  her  misery.  Ha 
drew  up  his  horse  instinctively,  and  stood  endeavour- 
ing to  collect  his  ideas,  while  a  few  paces  brought  her 
up  to  his  horse's  head. 

"  Michael  Tyrie.''  said  she,  **  the  foolish  women  of 
the  Clachan*  hold  thee  as  a  god— be  one  to  me,  and 
say  that  my  son  lives.  Say  this,  and  I  too  will  be  of 
thy  worehip— I  will  bend  my  knees  on  the  seventh 
day  in  thy  houae  of  worahip,  and  thy  God  shall  be 
my  God." 

^*  Unhappy  woman^"  replied  the  clergyman,  "  man 
forms  not  pactions  vnth  his  Maker  as  with  a  creature 
of  clay  like  himself.  Thinkest  thou  to  chafler  with 
Him,  who  formed  the  earth,  and  spread  out  the  hea- 
vens, or  that  thou  canst  offer  aught  of  homage  or  de- 
votion that  can  be  worth  acceptance  in  his  eyes  7  He 
hath  aaked  obedience,  not  sacrifice ;  patience  under 
the  trials  with  which  he  afflicts  us,  instead  of  vain 
bribes,  such  as  manoffere  to  his  changeful  brother  of 
clay,  that  he  may  be  moved  from  his  purpose." 

Be  silent,  pnest  I"  answered  the  depperate  wo- 
man ;  "  speak  not  to  me  the  words  of  thy  white  book. 
FIspat's  kindred  were  of  those  who  crossed  them- 
selves and  knelt  when  the  sacring  bell  was  rung ; 
and  she  knows  that  atonement  ran  be  made  on  the 
altar  for  deeds  done  in  the  field.  Elspat  had  once 
flocks  and  herds,  goats  upon  the  cliffs,  and  cattle  in 
the  strath.  She  wore  gold  around  her  neck  and  on 
her  hair— thick  twists  as  those  worn  by  the  heroes  of 
old.  All  these  would  she  have  resigned  to  the  prieat 
—all  these ;  and  if  he  wished  for  the  ornaments  of  a 
gentle  lady,  or  the  sporran  of  a  high  chief;  though 
tney  had  been  great  as  Macallam more  himself,  Mac- 
Tavish Mhor  would  have  procured  them  if  Elspat 
had  promised  them.  Elspat  is  now  poor,  and  has  no- 
thing to  give.  But  the  Black  Abbot  of  TncbafTrey 
would  have  bidden  her  scourge  her  shoulders,  and 
macerate  her  feet  by  pilgrimoge.  and  he  would  have 
granted  his  pardon  to  her  whrn  he  saw  that  her  blood 
had  flowed,  and  that  her  flesh  had  been  torn.  These 
were  the  priests  who  had  indeed  power  even  with  the 
most  powerful— they  threatened  the  great  men  of  the 
earth  with  the  worn  of  their  mouth,  the  sentence  of 
their  book,  the  blaze  of  their  torch,  the  sound  of  their 
sacring  bell.  The  mighty  bent  to  then*  will,  and  un- 
loosed at  the  word  of  tne  priests  those  whom  they 
had  bound  in  their  wrath,  and  set  at  liberty,  unharm- 
ed, him  whom  they  had  sentenced  to  death,  and  for 
whose  blood  they  had  thirsted.  These  were  a  ppw- 
erfbl  race,  and  might  well  ask  the  poor  to  kneel,  since 
their  power  coula  humble  the  proud.  But  you  !— 
against  whom  are  ye  strong,  but  against  women  who 
have  bcenguilty  of  folly,  and  men  who  never  wore 
sword?  The  priests  of  old  were  like  the  winter  tor- 
rent which  fills  this  hollow  valley,  and  rolls  these 
massive  rocks  against  each  otlier  as  easily  as  the  boy 
plays  with  the  ball  which  he  casts  before  him— But 
you  I  you  do  but  resemble  the  summer-stricken  stream, 
which  is  turned  aside  by  the  rushes,  and  stemmed  by 
a  bush  of  sedges— W^  worth  you,  for  there  is  no 
help  in  you !" 

The  Clergyman  waa  at  no  loss  to  conceive  that 
Elspat  hsd  lost  the  Roman  Cathohc  faith  without 
gaming  any  other,  and  that  she  still  retained  a  vague 
and  confused  idea  af  the  Oomposition  with  the  priest- 
hood, by  confession,  alms,  ^nd^nance,  and  of  their 
extensive  power,  which,  according  to  her  notion,  was 
adequate,  if  duly  propitiated,  even  to  afliecting  bar 
aon^s  safety.  Gompaasionating  her  situation,  and 
•If.  Hm  viUafa }  litonUf,  tbs  itooM. 
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m  and  ignoniuCT,  he  Miswered    i 


with  1  Bln^li!  i 
'^I  know  ih 


n  the  plenitude  of  iheir 


..irawithoui  ihy  apeech,    said  ihe  un- 

liippy  wamui— '*  My  Kin  n  ooomrd  10  die." 

Elspst,"  reaumeilliiedcriQ'mui,  "heinudoom- 
sd,  and  (he  sentFiics  hu  been  excculol."  The  hip- 
lau  mother  threw  lier  cyet  up  10  lieoven,  and  uiiered 
■  ihriek  ao  unlike  the  voice  of  a  human  bnng,  ihsl 
the  esRle  which  wared  in  middle  nir  anawcreu  it  as 
At  would  hnve  done  the  call  of  K-!r  mnlt. 

"lliiimpuMible!"  she  exclaiiM,  "  it  is  impom- 
ble  t  Men  da  not  condemn  and  kill  on  the  imnie  day  I 
Thou  Bit  deceivitiR  me.  The  people  call  ihoc  holy- 
hut  thou  the  heart  to  tell  a  molhec  she  has  murder- 
ed her  only  child  1" 

"Godktiowe."  said  the  priest,  ilic  irsrs  falling  feat 
from  hia  eyes,  "that  were  it  in  my  power.  I  would  glad- 
ly tell  better  tidings— But  the™  which  I  bear  sro  as 


dealh-shot,  tiiy  own  cyee  behcltl 


Thew 


.  heat^  the 
ideaih- thy 


id  held  th( 
■nnouncinR  war  and  demJalKin,  wnuiv  in  impotent 
yet  frightful  rage,  she  poured  forth  a  tide  of  the  doep- 

ed,  "vile  biTmcritioal  jumlurl  May  the  eyes  ihal 
looked  tamelj  on  the  death  of  my  fair-haired  bov  bi 
mailed  in  ihcit  Bockela  with  censeleas  tears,  ahed  foi 
those  that  are  neawiil  nnrf  mo^I  AfHi  In  Ihec !  Mai 
the  eara  that  hee 
toalli  ' 
the  his 


is  death-knell  be  dead  hereajVer 
:  BounUB  Bnve  the  screech  of  the  raien,  ai  ' 
of  the  adder  '.    May  the  lonRue  that  lel 
leatb  and  of  my  own  crime,  be  withered 


thy  people,  may  the  Evil  One  guide  it.  and  Kive  voi 
to  blaaphemies  instuad  of  bleaaingB,  until  men  ahi 
fly  in  tenor  froiti  thy  pteaence,  and  thu  thunder 


this  I 


alison  !-EIspal  will  ni 


rarti-l 


It  day  the  t 


n  which  a:  . 

,  _. ^reat,  absorbed  in  her 

every  (liingelse. 


tndifierenl  10  every  (liinR  else. 

With  her  mode  of  lite,  or  rather  of  eiiatencc,  the 
reader  is  already  as  far  BaguainlalasI  baie  the  pow- 
er of  makinR  hint.  Of  her  death,  I  can  tell  him  no- 
thing, ll  ia  supposed  10  havehappened  several  yean 
alter  eho  bad  sttraeled  the  attcnnon  of  my  excellrnl 
friend  Mia.  Bcthune  Baliol.  Her  benevolence,  which 
was  never  BatifRed  with  droppingasenlinienlattear, 
when  there  wasroom  for  the  operation  of  clfeclivceha. 
riiy,  induced  hei  to  make  various  attempts  to  aliiiinlc 
the  condition  of  ihis  most  wretched  woman.  But  all 
her  rxeitions  could  only  render  Elapat'a  meane  ul 
■ubsialencc  leas  prccatinus,  a  citcumstantx  which, 
though  gcncrallyiateresting  even  to  the  most  wrench- 


:  ihe  miserable 
ribed.    lit 


liich  we  Imvc  already  de- 


c  lay  a 


■tched  il 


for  the  wnnderincof  the  fierce  dark  ej^^, 

rolled  in  their  swkcts  in  a  manner  lenible  K 
pen,  and  seemed  to  waleh  wiih  nirprise  and  iD- 
ignalion  the  motions  of  the  sltangrr*,  aa  pernjna 
rhoBc  prepcnee  waa  alike  unexpected  and  iinvd- 
ome.  They  were  frightened  at  her  looks;  but,  as. 
-ured  in  each  oiher'a  Ciimpany,  Ihey  kmdUd  a  file, 
liKhled  a  candle,  premired  food,  and  made  other  ar- 
fangeinents  for  the  discharge  of  the  duly  aaiigned 
'hem. 
The  assistants  agreed  they  should  watch  the  btd- 
idc  of  the  eick  person  by  turns  i  but,  ah»ui  midnitriit, 
ivercome  by  fniieue,  (lor  they  had  walked  far  that 
noming,)  both  of  them  f«tl  fast  aflerp.  When  they 
iwoke,  which  was  not  till  after  the  interval  of  mdw 
lonrs,  ihe  hut  was  empty,  and  ihc  patient  pone, 
rhey  ruse  in  icrror.  and  went  to  the  liuoT  of  iha 
'oitage,  which  was  lalehrd  as  it  had  been  ni  tiichl. 
rhey  looked  out  into  the  daikneaa,  and  lalla] 
jpon  their  charge  by  her  name.  The  Dight-ravun 
screamed  from  the  old  oak-tree,  the  fox  howled  on 
the  hill,  the  hoarse  waierfal]  replied  with  its  echoes, 
but  there  waa  no  human  answer.  Tlie  lemlied  wo- 
nen  did  not  dare  to  make  farther  Karch  till  momins 
ihould  appear;  for  the  sodden  disappearance  of  a 
creature  so  frail  as  Elspal,  logeilier  with  the  wild 
enor  of  her  history,  iniiniidntti)  (hem  from  stirciiu 
rom  the  hut.  Thty  reinaincd.  therefore,  in  dreid- 
ul  terror,  Bomelimea  tbinkini!  they  heard  a  voice 
ivithou[,  and  at  other  ilmea,  that  sounds  of  a  dif&rent 
description  were  minuted  with  (be  mournliil  sigh  ol 
iheniBhi-brecie,  or  ihe  daah  of  the  cascade.  Some- 
-  '     ,  the  lalrh  tattled,  as  if  some  frail  and  im- 

ind  were  in  vain  aitempting  to  lifi  ii,  and 
anon  they  expected  the  entrance  nf  their 

..ilieni,  animated  by  Bupernaturol  strength, 

and  in  the  company,  perhaps,  of  some  bems  mote 
dreadful  than  herself.  Morning  came  at  length. 
They  sought  brake,  rock,  and  thicket  in  vain.  Two 
hours  after  daylight,  the  minister  himself  aDpesred. 
and.  iin  the  report  of  the  watchers,  caused  the  cotm- 
Iry  to  be  alarmed,  and  a  general  and  eiacf  search  to 
be  made  through  the  whole  neighbourhood  of  the 
cottage,  and  the  oak-tree.  But  it  was  all  in  vain. 
Elapat  MacTavish  was  never  found,  whether  drad 
or  alive  1  nor  could  there  ever  be  traced  the  alitihtesl 
circumstance  to  indicate  her  fntr. 

The  neighbourhood  was  divided  concerning  the 
cause  of  her  disappearance.    The  credulous  thought 
that  (he  evil  ^irii,  under  whoso  influence  she  sMmed 
acted,  had  carried  hernwayjn  the  body;  and 
,. :i.  ..„.,.: ,„',;^^^ 


a  the  o: 


still  unwillinj _, 

ee,  beneath  which,  aa  they 
len  seated  according  10  her 
sti  till  LIB  supposed,  that  had 
ihe  gulf  of  the  Coni  Dhu, 
orthewhelminsed. 
,    ..f  ElBpaiMacTayiah 

<t  body  aniTmind,  than 


.  .._ by  accidrn.,  _. 

inientionally  into  otis  or  oilier  of  those 
encB.  every  auempi  10  place  any  peraun  1:1  iiernui  ]  iincps  01  sure  destruction.  The  clei^yman  enia. 
(olakechaigeof  liertniBcatiied,  ihroiigh  Ihe  exiremt  1  t^inol  an  opinion  of  hia  own.  He  thought  that,  \m- 
reNnlmenl  with  which  she  regarded  all  intrudun  on  1  !ir»mi  ofllie  watch  which  wni^  placed  over  her,  this 
her  solitude,  or  by  the  timidity  of  those  who  had  been   unhappy  woman's  instinct  bad  taught  her,  as  it  di- 

piiched  upon  to  be  inmatea  with  the  terrible  Woman    recta  various  / •■-  "■ — '- -■■--■ ■- — " 

of  Ihe  Tree.    At  length,  «hen  Elspal  became  totally    from  the  sight 

unable  lin  appearance  at  leant)  (a  turn  herself  on  the    gle  rnu^hi  takepla 

wtoichedsetile  which  served  herforacouch,  thehu-    probabiliiy,  her  n 

manity  of  Mr.  Tyre's  aucteBsar  sent  two  women  to    eyes  of  mortals.    This  speeies  of  instinctive  feelinf 

attend  upon  the  last  moments  of  the  solitary,  which    seemed  to  himof  a  tenor  with  tho  whole  conrseofba 

could  not,  it  was  judged,  be  fat  distant,  and  to  averh    unhappy  life,  and  moat  likely  to  inBuenco  bn.  whei 

thflpo«ailnli(ythBlBhemigbtpenBhfi)rwantofa«EiBt-  I  il  drew  to  a  conclusion. 

END  OF  THE  HIOHLAND  WIDOW. 


il  relics  would  nev 


the  death. sin* 


THE   TWO  DROVERS. 


nVTRODUCTORT. 

TonthOT  both  oo  the  hifh  lawns  appMiwL 
Uoder  the  openinf  eTelida  of  the  mom 
Tliey  drove  afield.— £tefy  on  LycUa*. 

I  HAVK  sometimes  wondered  why  all  the  favourite 
occupations  and  pastimes  of  mankind  so  to  the  dis- 
nirbanoe  of  that  happy  state  of  tranquiUity,  that  OH- 
vm,  as  Horace  tenns  it.  which  he  says  is  the  object 
of  all  men's  prayers,  whether  preferred  from  sea  or 
land ;  and  that  the  andisturbea  repose,  of  which  we 
are  so  tenaciousi  when  duty  or  necessity  compels  us 
to  abandon  it,  is  precisely  what  we  long  to  exchange 
for  a  state  of  excitation,  as  soon  as  we  may  prolong 
it  at  our  own  pleasure.  Briefly,  you  have  only  to  say 
to  a  man,  "  remain  at  rest,"  andfyou  instantly  inspire 
the  love  of  labour.  The  sportsman  toils  like  his 
gamekeeper,  the  master  of  the  pack  takes  as  severe 
exerdae  as  his  whipper-in,  the  statesman  or  poUtician 
drudges  more  than  the  professional  lawyer ;  and,  to 
come  to  my  own  case,  the  volunteer  author  subjects 
himself  to  the  risk  of  painful  criticism,  and  the  as- 
sored  certainty  of  mental  and  manual  labour,  just  as 
completely  as  his  needy  brother,  whose  necessities 
oonmel  him  to  assume  the  pen. 

These  reflections  have  been  auggested  by  an  an- 
nunciation on  the  part  of  Janet,  that  the  little  Gil- 
iie-whitefoot  was  come  from  the  printing-office." 

**  Gillie-blackibot  you  should  call  him,  Janet,"  was 
my  response,  "  for  he  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  an 
imp  ofthe  devil,  come  to  torment  me  for  copyt  for  so 
the  printers  call  a  supply  of  manuscript  for  the  press." 

"Now.  Cot  fbrgieyour  honour,"  said  Janet;  "for 
it  is  no  like  yoor  amsell  to  give  such  names  to  a  fai- 
therless  bairn." 

"  I  have  got  nothing  else  to  give  him,  Janet— he 
must  wait  a  little.'* 

"  Then  I  have  got  some  breakfast  to  give  the  bit 
fpllie,"  said  Janet :  "  and  he  can  wait  by  the  fireside 
m  the  kitchen,  till  your  honour's  ready;  and  cood 
enough  for  the  like  of  him,  if  he  was  to  wait  your  ho- 
Bour'a  pleasure  all  day." 

"  But,  Janet,"  said  I  to  my  little  active  superin- 
tendent, on  her  return  to  the  parlou^  after  having 
made  her  hospitable  arrangements,  "  I  begin  to  find 
this  writing  our  Chronicles  is  rather  more  tiresome 
than  I  expected,  for  here  comes  this  Uttle  fiellow  to 
isk  for  manuscript— that  is,  for  something  to  print— 
and  I  have  got  none  to  give  him." 

"  Tour  honour  can  be  at  nae  lost ;  I  have  seen  you 
write  fast  and  fast  enough;  and  for  subjects,  you 
have  the  whole  Highlands  to  write  about,  and  I  am 
sore  you  know  a  hundred  tales  better  than  that  about 
Hamish  MacTavish,  for  it  was  but  about  a  young  ca- 
teran  and  an  auld  carline,  when  all's  done;  and  if 
they  had  burned  the  rudas  queen  for  a  witcn,  I  am 
thinking,  may  be,  they  would  not  have  tyned  their 
ooals— end  her  to  gar  her  neer-do-weel  son  shoot  a 
gentleman  Cameron  I  I  am  third  cousin  to  the  Ca- 
merons  mysell— my  blood  warms  to  them— And  if 
you  want  to  write  about  deserters,  I  am  sure  there 
were  deserters  enough  on  the  top  of  Arthur's  Seat, 
when  the  MacRaas  broke  out,  and  on  that  wofiil  day 
beside  Leith  Pier— Ohonari  !"— 

Here  Janet  be^n  to  weep,  and  to  wipe  her  eyes 
with  her  apron.  For  my  part,  the  idea  I  wanted  was 
supplied,  but  I  hesitated  to  make  use  of  it.  Topics, 
like  times,  are  apt  to  become  common  by  frequent 
use.  It  is  only  an  ass  hke  Justice  Shallow,  who 
wonld  pitch  upon  the  over-scutched  tunes,  which  the 
carmen  whistled,  and  tiv  to  pass  them  off  as  his 
f^^f*^  and  his  goodnighta.  Now,  the  Highlands, 
though  formerly  a  rich  mine  for  original  matter,  are, 


as  my  friend  Mrs.  Bethune  BaUol  warned  me,  in  soma 
degree  worn  out  by  the  incessant  labour  of  modem 
romancers  and  novelists,  who,  finding  in  those  re- 
mote regions  primitive  habits  and  manners,  have 
vainly  imagined  that  the  public  can  never  tire  of 
them ;  ana  ao  kilted  Highlanders  are  to  be  found  as 
freouently.  and  neariyof  as  genuine  descent,  on  the 
dielves  or  a  circulatmg  hbrary,  aa  at  a  Caledonian 
ball.  Much  might  have  been  made  at  an  earlier  time 
out  of  the  history  of  a  Highland  regiment,  and  the 
singular  revolution  of  ideas  which  must  have  taken 
place  in  the  minds  of  those  who  composed  it,  when 
exchanging  their  native  hills  for  the  oattle-fields  of 
the  Continent,  and  their  simple,  and  sometimes  indo- 
lent domestic  habits,  for  the  regular  exertions  de- 
manded by  modem  discipline.  But  the  mari^t  is 
forestalled.  There  is  Mrs.  Grant  of  Laggan  has 
drawn  the  manners,  customs,  and  supentitions  of  the 
mountains  in  their  natural  unsophisticated  atate;* 
and  my  friend,  General  Stewart  of  Gartb,t  in  giving 
the  real  history  of  the  Highland  regiments,  has  ren- 
dered any  attempt  to  fill  up  the  sketch  with  fancy- 
colouring  extremely  rash  and  precarious.  Yet  I,  too, 
have  still  a  lingering  fancy  to  add  a  stone  to  the  caira ; 
and  without  calling  in  imagination  to  aid  the  impres- 
sions of  juvenile  recollection.  I  may  just  atteinpt  to 
embody  one  or  two  scenes  illustrative  of  the  High- 
land character,  and  which  belong  pecuUarly  to  the 
Chronicles  of  the  Canongate,  to  the  greyheaded  ekl 
of  whom  they  are  as  familiar  as  to  Chrystal  Croftan- 
gry.  Yet  I  will  not  go  back  to  the  days  of  clanship 
and  claymores.  Have  at  you,  gentle  reader,  with  a 
tale  of  Two  Drovera.  An  oyster  may  be  crossed  in 
love,  says  the  gentle  Tilburina— and  a  drover  may  be 
touched  on  the  point  of  honour,  says  the  Chromder 
of  the  Canongate. 


CHAPTER  I. 

It  was  the  day  after  Doune  Fair  when  my  story 
commences.  It  nad  been  a  brisk  market,  several 
dealera  had  attended  from  the  northem  and  mkl- 
land  counties  in  England,  and  English  money  had 
flown  so  merrily  about  aa  togbdden  the  hearts  of  the 
Highland  farmere.  Many  large  droves  were  about 
to  set  oflT  for  England,  under  the  protection  of  their 
owners,  or  of  the  topsmen  whom  they  emplqvM  m 
the  tedious,  laborious,  and  responsible  office  of  dnving 
the  cattle  for  many  hundred  miles,  from  the  market 
where  they  had  been  purchased,  to  the  fields  or  frtrm- 
yards  where  they  were  to  be  fattened  for  the  sham- 
bles. 

The  Highlandera  in  particular  are  maatera  of  this 
difficult  trade  of  driving;  which  seems  to  suit  them  as 
well  as  the  trade  of  war.  It  affords  exercise  for  all  their 
habitsofpatientenduranoeandactiveexertion.  They 
are  required  to  know  perfectly  the  drove-roads,  which 
lie  over  the  wildest  tracks  of  the  country. ,  and  ,to 
avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  highwasrs,  whksh  dis- 
tress the  feet  of  the  oullocks,  and  the  turnpikes,  which 
annoy  the  spirit  of  the  drover ;  whereas  on  the  broad 
green  or  gray  track,  which  leada  across  the  pathlesB 
moor^  the  herd  not  only  move  at  ease  and  without 
taxation,  but  if  they  mmd  their  business,  may  pidL 
up  a  mouthrul  of  rood  by  the  way..  At  night,  the 
droven  usually  sleep  along  with  their  cattle,  let  the 

•  Letters  from  the  Mounlaim,  3  wla.--Ee«ri  oo  the  ftiper- 
■titioiM  of  the  Hi<falander»-The  HichlaDden.  ud  ottier  Poem^ 

V  The  nllent  and  emiable  onthor  of  the  Hittorr  oTUm  Hifh- 
huid  Reinmenta.  in  who«  floriouii  ■ervieei  Yam  own  ihare  had 
boon  fTiMt,  went  oot  Governor  of  St  Lucie  in  1898,  and  died  tn 
that  wland  on  the  18th  of  December,  18SS,— no  man  more  refrel' 
ted,  or  perhaps  by  a  wider  circle  of  frieodi  and  aoqtoauitance. 
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weather  be  what  it  will ;  and  many  of  these  hardy  men 
do  not  once  rest  under  a  roof  diiring  a  journey,  on 
foot,  from  Lochaber  to  Lincolnshire.  They  are  paid 
very  liii^hly,  for  the  trust  reposed  is  of  the  last  import- 
ance, as  it  depends  on  their  pnidence,  vigilance,  and 
honesty,  whether  the  cattle  reach  th*;  final  nriarket  in 
good  order,  and  aflbrd  a  profit  to  the  grazier.  But 
as  they  maintain  themselves  at  their  own  expense, 
they  are  especially  econoniiral  in  that  particular.  Ai 
the  period  we  Hp(.>ak  of,  a  Highland  drover  was  vic- 
tualled for  his  lon^  and  toilsome  journey  with  a  few 
handfuls  of  oatmeal  and  two  or  three  onions,  renew- 
ed from  time  to  time,  and  a  ram's  horn  filled  with 
whiskey,  which  he  used  regularly,  but  sparingly, 
every  nisht  and  morning.  His  dirk,  or  sktrie-dhu, 
{i.e.  black-knife,)  so  worn  as  to  be  concealed  beneath 
the  arm,  or  by  the  folds  of  the  plaiil,  was  his  only 
weapon,  e.Teppling  the  cudgel  witn  which  he  directtxl 
the  movements  of  the  cattle.  A  Highlander  was 
never  sti  happy  as  on  these  occasions,  Tliere  was  a 
variety  in  the  whole  journey,  which  exercised  the  Celt's 
natural  curiosity  and  love  of  motion ;  there  were  the 
constant  change  of  plac42  and  scene,  the  petty  adven- 
tures incidental  to  the  traffic,  and  the  intercourse 
with  the  various  farmers,  graziers,  and  traders,  inter- 
raingleii  with  o(.*rasional  merry-makini^,  not  the  leas 
acceptable  to  Donald  that  they  were  void  of  expense; 
— and  there  was  the  consciousness  of  superior  skill ; 
for  the  Highlander,  a  child  amongst  flocks,  is  a  prince 
amongst  henls,  and  his  natural  habits  induce  him  to 
disdain  the  shephenl's  slothful  life,  so  that  he  feels 
himself  nowhere  more  at  home  than  when  foUo^ving 
a  gallant  drove  of  his  country  cattle  in  the  character 
of  their  guardian. 

Of  the  number  who  left  Dounein  the  morning,  and 
with  thepun>oso  we  have  described,  not  a  Glunamie 
of  them  ail  cocked  his  bonnet  more  briskly,  or  garter- 
ed his  tartan  hose  under  kne«;  over  a  pair  of  more 
Sromising  spio^Sy  (legs.)  than  did  Robin  Oig  M'Coin- 
ich,  calltni  famiharly  Robin  Oitr,  that  is,  young,  or  the 
lesser,  Robin.  Though  small  of  stature,  as  the 
epithet  Oig  implies,  and  not  very  strong  limbed,  he 
was  as  light  and  alert  as  one  of  the  deer  of  his  moun- 
tains, lie  had  an  elasticity  of  step,  which,  in  the 
course  of  a  long  marcli,  made  manv  a  stout  fellow 
envy  him ;  and  the  mannor  in  whicn  he  busked  his 
plaid  and  adjusteil  his  bonnet,  argued  a  conscious- 
ness that  so  smart  a  John  Highlandman  as  himself 
would  not  pass  unnotictd  among  the  Lowland  lasses. 
The  ruddy  clwvk,  red  lips,  and  white  tetMh,  set  off  a 
comitenanci',  which  had  gained  by  exposure  to  the 
weather  a  healthful  and  hanly  rather  than  a  rugged 
hue.  If  Robin  Oig  did  not  laugii,  or  even  smile  fre- 
quently, as  indeed  is  not  the  practice  among  his  coun- 
trymen, his  bricht  eyes  usually  gleamed  from  under 
his  bonnet  with  an  expression  of  ch(.>crfulness  ready 
to  b«  turned  into  mirth. 

The  departure  of  Robin  Oig  ums  an  incident  in 
the  little  town,  in  and  near  which  he  had  many  friends, 
male  and  female.  He  was  a  toi>ping  person  in  his 
way,  transacted  considerable  business  on  his  own 
behalf,  and  was  intrusted  by  the  best  farmers  in  the 
Highland.**,  in  preference  to  any  other  drover  in  that 
district.  He  might  have  increased  his  business  to 
any  extent  had  he  condescended  to  manage  it  by  de- 
puty ;  but  except  a  lad  or  two,  sister's  sons  oi  his 
own,  Robin  rejected  the  idea  of  assistance,  conscious, 
perhaps,  how  much  his  reputation  depended  upon 
his  attending  in  person  to  the  practical  discharge  of 
his  duty  in  t;very  instance.  He  remained,  therefore, 
contented  with  the  highest  premium  fsriven  to  jiersons 
of  his  description,  and  comforted  himsell'  with  the 
hopes  that  a  few  iourneys  to  England  might  enable 
him  to  conduct  business  on  his  own  account,  in  a 
manner  becoming  his  birth.  F^or  Robin  Oig's  father, 
Lachlan  MTVmibich,  (or  *<mq/"  my /rt«M/,  his  ac- 
tual clan-surname  being  M'Cjregor,)  had  been  so 
called  by  the  cth  brated  Rob  Roy.  l>ceause  of  the  par- 
ticular friendship  which  had  subsisted  between  the 
grand  sire  of  Robin  and  that  renowned  cateran. 
Some  pt»oplc  even  say,  that  Robin  Oig  derived  his 
Christian  name  from  one  as  renowned  in  the  wilds  of 
Lochloniond  as  ever  was  his  namesake  Robin  Hood, 
ui  thcprccincts  of  mern'  Sherwood.    "  Of  euch  an- 


cestrv,"  as  James  Boswell  says,  "  who  would  not  be 
proud  V  Robin  Oig  was  proud  accordingly  ;  but  his 
frequent  visits  to  England  and  to  the  I^owlands  had 
given  him  tact  enough  to  know  that  prctrnsious, 
which  still  gave  him  a  little  right  to  distinction  in  his 
own  lonely  glen,  might  be  boiri  obnoxious  and  ridicu- 
lous if  preferretl  elsewhere.  The  pride  of  birth,  thcrc 
fore,  was  like  the  rniser's  treasure,  the  secret  f object 
of  his  contemplation,  but  never  exhibitwl  to  strangers 
as  a  subject  of  l>oasting. 

Many  were  the  words  of  gratulation  and  good-luck 
which  wj.re  bestowed  on  Robin  Oig.  The  judi^ca 
commendrd  his  drove,  especially  Robin's  own  propt- r- 
ty,  which  were  the  best  of  them.  Some  tlirusi  out 
their  snufi-mulls  for  the  parting  pinch — others  ten- 
dered the  doch-an-dorradiy  or  parting  cup.  All  cried 
— ^^"  Good-luck  travel  out  with  you  and  rome  home 
with  you.— Give  you  luck  in  the  Saxon  markft— 
bravo  notes  in  iheJeahhar-dhu"  (black  pocketbook.) 
"  and  plenty  of  English  gold  in  the  »jwrran^*'  ({loucu 
of  goat-skin.) 

The  bonny  las.ses  made  their  adieus  more  modest- 
ly, and  more  than  one,  it  was  said,  would  have  given 
her  best  brooch  to  be  certain  that  it  was  upon  her  that 
his  eve  last  rested  as  he  turned  towards  the  road. 

Robin  Oig  had  just  given  the  preliminary*  "  Hoo- 
hool"  to  urge  forward  the  loiterers  of  the  drove,  when 
there  was  a  cry  b«*hind  hiui. 

"  Stay,  Kobin— bide  u  blink.  Here  is  Janet  of  To- 
mahourich— auld  Janet,  your  father's  sister." 

'*  Placuc  on  her,  for  an  auld  Highland  witch  and 
spaewife,''  said  a  farmer  from  the  Carse  of  Stirling; 

she'll  cast  some  of  her  cantrips  on  the  cattle." 

"  She  canna  do  that,"  said  another  sapient  of  the 
same  profession—"  Robin  Oig  i.s  no  the  lad  to  leave 
any  of  them,  without  tying  ^*aint  Mungo's  knot  on 
their  tails,  and  that  will  put  to  her  speed  the  best 
witch  that  ever  Hew  over  Dimayct  upon  a  broom- 
stick." 

It  may  not  bcindifierent  to  the  reader  to  know  that 
the  Highland  cattle  are  peculiarly  liable  to  be  Uiktn^ 
or  infected,  by  spells  and  witchcraft,  which  judicious 
people  giiard  against  by  knitting  knots  of  peculiar 
complexity  on  the  tuft  of  hair  which  terminates  the 
animal's  tail. 

But  the  old  woman  who  was  the  object  of  the  far- 
mers suspicion  seemed  only  busied  about  the  drover, 
without  paying  any  attention  to  the  drove.  Robin, 
on  the  contrary,  appeared  rather  impatient  of  her 
presence. 

"  What  auld-world  fancy,"  he  said,  "  has  brouf^t 
you  so  early  from  the  ingle-side  this  morning, Muh me? 
1  am  sure  I  bid  vou  good-even,  and  had  your  God- 
speed,  last  night.'^ 

"  And  left  me  more  siller  than  the  useless  old  wo- 
man will  use  till  you  come  back  a{niin,  biixi  of  my 
bosom,"  said  the  sybil.  "  But  it  is  httle  I  would  care 
for  the  food  that  nourishes  me,  or  the  fire  that  warms 
me,  or  for  God's  blessed  sun  itself,  if  aught  but  wssl 
should  happen  to  the  grandson  of  my  father.  So  lei 
me  walk  the  deaail  round  you,  that  you  niav  go  safe 
out  into  the  far  foreign  land,  and  come  safe  nonie." 

Robin  Oig  stopped,  half  embarrassed,  lialf  Isugfa- 
ini?,  and  signing  to  those  around  that  no  only  com' 
plied  with  the  old  woman  to  soothe  her  humour.  In 
the  meantime,  she  traced  around  him,  with  waverinff 
steps,  the  propitiation,  which  some  have  thought  bu 
been  derived  from  the  Druidicsl  mythology.  It  con- 
sists, as  is  well  known,  in  the  person  who  makes  the 
dcasil  walking  tliree  times  round  the  person  who  if 
the  object  of  the  ceremony,  taking  care  to  move  ac- 
cording to  the  course  of  the  sun.  At  once,  however, 
she  stopped  short,  and  exclaimed,  in  a  voice  of  alarm 
and  horror,  "  Grandson  of  my  father,  there  is  blood 
on  your  hand." 

"  Hush,  for  God's  sake,  aunt,"  said  Robin  Oigi 
"  yo\i  will  bring  more  rmuole  on  yourself  with  tmi 
Taisbataragh"  (second  sight)  "than  you  will  be  aUe 
to  get  out  of  for  many  a  day.'' 

The  old  woman  only  repeated,  with  a  ghastly  look, 
"  There  is  blood  on  yoiir  hand,  and  it  is  English  Mood. 
The  blood  of  the  Gael  is  richer  and  redder.  Let  as 
see— let  us" 

Ere  Robin  Oig  could  preven  t  her,  which,  indeed,  coaM 
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«iily  have  been  by  pomwre  violeneeb  ao  haaty  and  pe- 
remptory were  her  proceedings,  abe  had  drawn  from 
his  ade  the  dirk  which  kxiged  in  the  folda  of  hia  plaid, 
and  held  it  up,  eiclainiing,  although  the  weapon 
gieamed  clear  and  bright  in  the  aun,  "Blood,  blood 
—Saxon  blood  again.  Robin  Oig  M*Combich,  go 
not  thia  day  to  En^dand  I" 

"Prutt,  tnitt,"  answered  Robin  Oig,  "that  will 
aerer  do  neither— it  would  be  next  thing  to  running 
the  country.  '  For  shame,  Muhme--«iye  me  the  dirk. 
You  cannot  tell  by  the  colour  the  diiterence  betwixt 
the  blood  of  a  black  buUock  and  a  white  one,  and  you 
9eak  of  kno  %ving  Saxon  from  Gaelic  blood.  All  men 
have  their  blood  fit>m  Adam,  Muhme.  Qire  me  my 
ikene-dliu,  and  let  me  go  on  my  road.  I  should  have 
bsea  half  way  to  Stirling  brig  by  this  time— Give  me 
nr  dirk,  and  let  me  gfy." 

*  Never  will  I  give  it  to  you,"  aaid  the  old  woman 
—"Never  will  I  quit  my  hold  on  your  plaid,  unleas 
mm  promise  me  not  to  wear  that  unhappy  weapon." 

Hie  women  around  him  urged  him  alao^  aaviog 
few  of  his  aunt'a  words  fell  to  the  ground;  and  aa 
the  Lowland  farmers  continued  to  look  moodily  on 
the  scene,  Robin  Oig  determined  to  close  it  at  any 
aaciifice. 

''Well  then."  aaid  the  young  drover,  giving  the 
•eabbaid  of  the  weapon  to  Hugh  Momaon,  yon 
(jowlandera  care  nothing  lor  theae  freata.  Keep  my 
oirk  forme.  I  cannot  give  it  you,  because  it  waa  my 
fitheHs :  but  your  drove  follows  ours,  and  I  am  oon- 
teot  it  should  oe  in  your  keeping,  not  in  mine. — WUl 
this  do»  Muhme  7" 

"It raust^"  said  the  old  woman— "that  i&  if  the 
Lewlander  le  mad  enough  to  carry  the  kjufe/' 

TTie  strong  westlandman  lauslied  aloud. 

"Goodwife,"  aaud  h^  "I  am  Hug^  Morriaon  from, 
ufeQae  come  of  the  Manly  Morrisons  of  aaid  lanf^ 
vne,  that  never  took  abort  weapon  andnat  a  man  m 
ueir  livea.  And  neither  needed  they  :They  had  their 
oroadswords,  and  I  have  this  bit  supple,"  showing  a 
tvmidable  cudgel"  for  dirking  ower  the  boanC  I 
leave  that  to  Jonn  Highlandman.— Yeneedna  snort, 
aepe  of  yon  Highlanders,  and  you  in  emciaL  Robin, 
ni  keep  the  bit  knife^  if  you  aro  feared  for  the  auU 
^wewife's  tale,  aad  give  it  back  to  you  whenever  you 
want  it." 

Robin  waa  not  particularly  pleased  with  aome  part 
sf  Hogh  Morrison's  speech ;  but  he  had  learned  in 
ab  travels  more  patience  than  belonged  to  his  uif^- 
taad  constitution  originally,  and  he  accepted  the  aer- 
vKe  of  the  descendant  of  the  Manly  Moniaons,  with- 
eat  finding  fiiult  with  the  rather  depredatiBg  manner 
IB  which  It  waa  offered. 

If  he  had  not  had  his  morning  'u\  his  bead*  and 
been  but  a  Dumfriea-shire  hoginto  the  boot,  he  would 
have  spoken  more  like  a  gentleman.  But  vou  can- 
iot  have  more  of  a  aow  than  a  gnimph.    Ira  ahame 

Sy  father's  knife  should  ever  sladi  a  haggis  for  the 
ujofhim."  ^^ 

Tlius  sayinft  (but  saying  it  in  Gaelic.)  Robm  drove 
m  his  cattl&  aad  waved  larewell  to  all  behiiid  hin. 
Bb  was  in  the  greater  haste,  because  he  expected  to 
jam  at  Falkirk  a  comrade  and  brother  in  profession, 
VKh  whom  he  proposed  to  travel  in  company. 

Robin  Oit(s  chosen  friend  waa  a  young  Engliah- 
aaiL  Harry  Wakefield  by  name,  well  Known  at  every 
Borthem  market,  and  in  his  way  as  much  famed  and 
ooDoured  as  our  Highland  driver  of  bullocks.  He 
was  nearly  six  feet  high,  gallantly  formed  to  keep  the 
ipoods  at  Smithfield,  or  maintain  the  ring  at  a  wieatr 
nag  match ;  and  although  he  might  have  been  over- 
Batched,  perhaps,  among  the  n^ar  profeasora  of 
toe  Fancy,  yet,  as  a  yokel  or  rustic,  or  a  chance  cua- 
tomer,  he  was  able  to  give  a  bellyfid  to  any  amateur 
Of  the  pugilistic  art  Doncaster  races  saw  nim  in  bis 
0ory,  betting  his  guinea,  and  generally  successfully ; 
fiotwiB  there  a  main  fought  m  Voikahire,  the  feed- 
jn  being; persons  of  celebrity,  at  which  he  was  not  to 
be  seen,  if  business  nerroitted.  But  though  a  mack 
»« and  fond  of  pleaaiire  and  its  haunts,  Barry 
rv  mfiTT  ^^  steady,  and  not  the  cautioua  Robin 
^  M  Combich  himself  was  more  attentive  to  the 
joain  chance.  His  hohdays  were  hoUdays  indeed : 
•at  bis  days  of  work  were  dedicated  to  ateady  aad 


Mramimg  labour.  In  eonmuM  9nd  tsmps^ 
Wakefield  was  the  model  of  Old  England'a  meny 
yeomen,  whose  dothyard  ahaf^  in  so  many  hun- 
dred battlea,  asserted  her  superionty  over  the  nations^ 
and  whoae  good  aabrea,  in  our  own  time,  are  her 
cbeaneat  and  moat  aasuied  defence.  His  mirth  waa 
readiW  excited ;  for,  strong  in  limb  and  constitution, 
and  mrtunate  m  circumatanoea,  he  waa  dispoaed  to 
be  pleaaed  with  every  thing  about  him ;  and  audi 
dimcultiea  aa  he  mif^t  occasionally  encounter,  were, 
to  a  man  of  hia  energy,  rather  matter  of  amusement 
than  aerious  annoyance.  With  all  the  merits  of  a 
aanguine  temper,  our  young  English  drover  was  not 
without  his  defects.  He  waa  iraacible,  sometimes  to 
the  verge  of  being  quarrelsome ;  and  perhape  not  the 
leaa  inclined  to  bring  hia  diaputea  to  a  pugiiiatic  ded- 
Mon,  becauae  he  found  few  antagoniata  able  to  ataad 
ig>  to  him  in  the  boxing  ring. 

It  ia  difficult  to  aay  how  Harrv  Wakefidd  and 
Robin  Oig  firet  became  intimatea ;  out  it  is  certain  a 
dose  acquaintance  had  taken  place  betwixt  them, 
although  they  had  anMureutly  few  common  aubjacta 
of  conversation  or  or  intereat.  ao  aoon  as  their  tslk 
oeaaed  to  be  of  bulloeka.  Robin  Oig,  indeed,  spoke 
the  English  language  rather  impenectly  upon  any 
other  topics  but  atota  and  kyloesi  and  Harry  Waks- 
fieU  could  never  bring  his  broad  Yorkahire  tongue  to 
utter  a  single  word  ofGaelic.  It  was  m  vam  Robin 
spent  a  whole  morning,  during  a  walk  pver  Mmoh 
Moor,  in  attempting  to  teach  ma  eompaaioi)  to  utter, 
with  tmepisciaioat  the  shibboleth  ZJnu,  which  ia  .the 
Gaelic  for  a  calf.  From  Traquair  to  Murder-cain, 
the  hill  rung  with  the  diaconlant  attempia  of  the 
Saxon  upon  the  unmanageable  monoayUable^  and 
the  heartfelt  laugh  which  folfowed  every  feifaiie. 
Tb^  had,  howevtf ,  better  modes  of  awakming  the 
echoes  i  for  Wakendd  could  sing  many  a  dittv  to  the 
praiae  of  MoU,  Sufian,  npa  Cicely,  and  Robin  Oig  had 
a  particidar  gift  at  whistling  interminable  pibrocfaa 
through  all  their  involutiona,  and  what  waa  mors 
agreeable  to  hia  companion'a  southern  ear,  knew 
manv  of  the  northern  airsi  both  Uvdy  and  pathetic, 
to  wnich  Wakefield  learned  to  pipe  a  baaa.  Thoa, 
though  Robin  could  Imidly  have  comprehended  hia 
companion'a  atoriea  about  horae-radng.  and  codt- 
figbtmg,  or  fox-httnting|  and  although  his  own  U- 

Binds  of  dan-fights  and  creof/ta,  varied  with  talk  of 
ighland  goblins  and  fairy*  folk,  would  have  bean 
caviare  to  ma  companion,  they  contrived  nevertheleaa 
to  ftid  a  doKree  of  pleasure  in  each  other'a  company, 
which  had  lor  three  yean  back  induced  them  to  joiD 
company  and  tnvd  together,  when  the  direction  of 
their  journey  permitted.  Each,  indeed,  found  hia  ad- 
vantMS  in  thia  companionahip ;  for  where  could  the 
Englishman  have  found  a  guide  throuidi  the  Weatecn 
Hi&landa  like  Robin  Oig  M'CombichI  and  when 
they  were  on  what  Harry  called  the  rigfd  side  of  the 
Boraer,  his  patronage,  which  waa  axlenaive,  and  hia 
pursjB,  which  waa  heavy,  were  at  all  times  at  the 
aervice  of  hia  Highland  ftknd^  and  on  many  oeaa> 
' —  <-•'  lihendity  did  him  genuine  yaomaa'a  service. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Wtae  aver  two  aneh  loTins  fVicoda  1— 

How  could  they  diamef 
0  tiMu  it  waa,  ho  Iof«d  nim  dear, 

And  thouf ht  how  to  requite  hia^ 

Dd  havioff  no  fKaod  loft  but  ha. 

Re  did  reaqlva  to  fi^t  hint—Dajka  i^M  IMk 

Turn  pair  of  firiends  had  trevsrsed  with  their  usual 
oordiality  the  graasy  wikla  of  Liddeadale,  and  crosasd 
the  oppodie  part  ot  Cumberland,  emphatically  caUad 
The  Waata  In  theae  solitary  regiona,  the.  cattle  un- 
der the  charos  of  our  drovare  derived  their  aubsait- 
enoe  diiefly  by  picking  t^  food  sa  they  went  aUmg 
the  drove-road,  or  aometimea  by  the  teraptmg  fvpw- 
tunity  of  a  Hart  and  owerlaup,  or  myaaion  of  the 
neighbouring  paatare^  where  an  opcaaion  preaeiited 
itadf.  But  now  the  scene  changed  before  them ;  they 
were  deacending  towarda  a  fertile  and  enclosed  coun- 
try, where  no  such  libertiea  could  be  taken  with  im- 
punity, or  without  a  previous  arrangement  and  bar- 
gain widi  the  poaseason  of  the  ground.   This  waa 
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moraeqMciany  the  esM,  ua  grett  northern  £ur  waa 
upon  the  ere  of  taking  place,  where  both  the  Scotch 
and  English  drover  expected  to  dispose  of  a  part  of 
their  cattle,  which  it  was  desirable  to  produce  in  the 
markeLrested  and  in  good  order.  Fields  were  there- 
fore difflcalt  to  be  obtained,  and  only  upon  high 
terms.  This  necessity  occasioned  a  temporary  sepa- 
ration betwixt  the  two  friends,  who  went  to  bargain, 
each  as  he  could,  for  the  separate  accommodation  of 
his  herd.  Unhappily  it  chanced  that  both  of  them, 
unknown  to  each  other,  thought  of  bargaining  for 
the  ground  they  wanted  on  the  property  of  a  country 
gentleman  of  some  fortune,  whose  estate  lay  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  English  drover  applied  to  the 
bailm  on  the  property,  wno  was  known  to  him.  It 
chanced  that  the  Cumbrian  Squire,  who  had  enter- 
tained some  suspicions  of  his  manager's  honesty,  was 
taking  occasional  measures  to  ascertain  how  far  they 
were  well  founded,  and  bad  desired  that  any  mquiries 
about  his  enclosures,  with  a  view  to  occupy  them  for 
a  temporary  purpose,  should'  be  referred  to  himself. 
As,  however,  Mr.  Ireby  had  gone  the  day  before  upon 
a  journey  of  some  miles'  distance  to  the  northward, 
thabailifr  chose  to  consider  the  check  upon  his  fiili 

Eowers  as  for  the  time  removed,  and  concluded  that 
e  should  best  consult  his  master's  interest,  and  per- 
haps his  own,  in  making  an  agreement  with  Harry 
Wakefield.  Meanwhile,  ignorant  of  what  his  com- 
rade was  doing,  Robin  Oi^,  on  his  aide^  chanced  to  be 
overtaken  by  a  good-looking  smart  little  man  upon 
a  pony,  most  kiiowinfi^y  ho^ed  and  cropped,  as  was 
then  the  fashion,  the  rider  wearing  tight  leather 
breeches,  and  long-necked  bright  spurs.  This  cava- 
lier asked  one  or  two  pertinent  questions  about  mar- 
kets and  the  price  of  stock.  So  Robin,  seeing  him  a 
well-judging  civil  gentleman,  took  the  freedom  to  aak^ 
him  whether  he  could  let  him  know  if  there  was  any 
grass-land  to  be  let  in  that  neighbourhood,  for  the 
temnorary  accommodation  of  his  drove.  He  could 
not  nave  put  the  question  to  more  willing  ears.  The 
gentleman  of  the  buck-skins  was  the  proprietor,  with 
whose  baihiT  Harry  Wakefield  had  dealt,  or  was  in 
the  act  of  dealing. 

"Thou  art  in  good  luck,  my  canny  Scot,"  said  Mr. 
Ireby,  "  to  have  spoken  to  me,  for  I  see  thy  cattle 
have  done  their  day's  work,  and  I  have  at  my  dis- 
poaal  the  only  field  wilfun  three  miles  that  is  to  be 
let  in  these  parts." 

"  The  drove  can  ne  gang  two,  three,  four  miles 
very  pratty  weel  indeed''~-said  the  cautious  High- 
lander ;  "  put  what  would  his  honour  pe  axing  for  the 
peasts  pe  the  head,  if  she  was  to  tak  the  park  for  twa 
or  three  days  T' 

"  We  won't  differ,  Sawney,  if  you  let  me  have  six 
atots  for  winterers,  in  the  way  of  reason." 

"  And  which  peasts  wad  your  honour  pe  for  hav- 
maT 

Why— let  me  sec  the  two  black— the  dun  one- 
yon  doddy— him  with  the  twisted  horn— the  brockit— 
How  much  by  the  head  ?" 

"Ah."  said  RobiiL  "your  honour  is  a  shndge-^a 
real  ahudge— I  oouldna  have  set  ofi*  the  pest  six 
peasts  petter  mysell,  me  that  ken  them  as  if  they 
were  my  paims,  puir  things." 

"  Well,  how  much  per  nead,  Sawney,"  continued 
Mr.  Ireby. 

"It  was  hi^h  maiketa  at  Doune  and  Falkirk," 
anawered  Robm. 

And  thus  the  conversation  proceeded,  until  they 
had, agreed  on  the  vHx  juste  for  the  bullocks,  the 
Squire  throwing  in  the  temporary  accommodation  of 
the  enclosure  for  the  cattle  into  the  boot,  and  Robin 
making,  as  he  thought,  a  very  good  bargain,  pro- 
vided the  grass  was  out  tolerable.  The  Squire 
walked  his  pony  alongside  of  the  drove,  partly  to 
show  him  the  way,  and  see  him  put  into  possession 
of  the  field,  and  partly  to  learn  the  latest  news  of  the 
northern  markets. 

They  arrived  at  the  field,  and  the  pasture  seemed 
excellent.  But  what  was  their  surprise  when  they 
saw  the  bailiff  quietly  inducting  the  cattle  of  Harry 
Wakefield  into  the  grassy  Gk>shen  which  bad  just 
been  assi^ed  to  those  of  Robin  Gig  M'Combich  by 
the  proprietor  himself  t    Squire  Ireby  set  spars  to  his 


horse,  daahed  up  to  his  servant,  and  leaning  what 
had  passed  between  the  partieiL  briefly  informed  the 
English  drover  that  his  bailiff  had  let  the  ground 
without  his  authority,  and  that  he  might  seek  graas 
for  his  cattle  wherever  he  would,  since  he  waa  to  get 
none  there.  At  the  aame  time  he  rebuked  his  aer- 
vant  severely  for  having  transgressed  his  commandi^ 
and  ordered  him  instantly  to  assist  in  ejecting  the 
hungry  and  weary  cattle  of  Harry  Wakefield,  wfaieh 
were  just  be^ning  to  enjoy  a  meal  of  unnsual 
plenty,  and  to  mtroouce  those  of  his  comrade,  wh<mi 
the  English  drover  now  began  to  consider  as  a  rival 
The  feelings  which  arose  in  Wakefield's  mind 
would  have  induced  him  to  resist  Mr.  Ireby's  decision ; 
but  every  Englishman  has  a  tolerably  accurate  sense 
of  law  and  justice,  and  John  Fleeoebumpkin,  the 
bailiff,  having  acknowledged  that  he  had  exceeded 
his  commission,  Wakefield  saw  nothing  else  for  it 
than  to  collect  his  hungiy  and  disappointed  cbam 
and  drive  them  on  to  seek  quarters  elsewhere:  Rooan 
Gig  saw  what  had  happened  with  regret,  and  has- 
tened to  offer  to  his  English  friend  to  shsre  with  him 
the  disputed  possession.  But  Wakefield's  pride  was 
severely  hurt,  and  he  answered  disdainfully,  "Take 
it  all,  man— take  it  all— never  make  two  inteeofa 
cherry— thou  canst  talk  over  the  gentry,  and  blear  a 
plain  man's  eye— Out  upon  you,  man— I  would  not 
kiss  any  man's  dirty  latchets  for  leave  to  bake  in  ^^ 
oven." 


ti 


Robin  Oig.  aorry,  but  not  surprised  at  his  oomrade^s 
displeasure,  hastened  to  en  treat  his  friend  to  wait  bat 
an  hour  till  he  had  gone  to  the  Squire's  house  to  re- 
ceive payment  for  the  cattle  he  had  aold.  and  he 
would  come  back  and  help  him  to  drive  the  cattle 
into  some  convenient  place  of  rest,  and  explain  to 
him  the  whole  mistake  they  had  both  of  them  fallen 
into.  But  the  Enfliiehmao  continued  indignant: 
" 'Thou  hast  been  sellingr  hast  thou?  Ay,  ay— thou 
is  a  cunning  lad  for  kenning  the  hours  of  bargaining. 
Go  to  the  oevil  with  thyselL  for  I  will  ne'er  see  thy 
fause  loon's  visage  again- thou  ahould  be  ashamed 
to  look  me  in  the  face." 

"I  am  ashamed  to  look  no  man  in  the  face,"  said 
Robin  Gig,  something  moved:  "and.  moreover,  I 
will  look  you  in  the  face  this  blessed  day,  if  you  wiD 
bide  at  the  Clachan  down  yonder." 

"  Mayhap  you  had  as  well  keep  away,"  aaid  his 
comrade;  and  tumins  his  back  on  his  former  friend, 
he  collected  his  unwilling  associates,  aaaiated  by  the 
bailiff^  who  took  some  real  and  some  affected  intenst 
m  seemg  Wakefield  accommodated. 

After  spending  some  time  in  negotiating  widi  moR 
than  one  of  the  neighbouring  farmers,  who  eoold  not, 
or  would  not,  afford  the  accommodation  deairBa, 
Henry  Wakefield  at  last,  and  in  his  necessity}  aooofln- 

EUshed  his  ix>int  by  means  of  the  landlord  of  the  ak- 
ouse  at  which  Robin  Gig  and  be  had  agreed  to  pa» 
the  mdbt,  when  they  first  separated  from  each  oumt. 
Minenost  was  content  to  let  him  turn  his  cattle  oo 
a  piece  of  barren  moor,  at  a  price  little  leas  than  the 
bailiff  had  asked  for  the  disputed  enclosure ;  and  die 
wretchedness  of  the  pasture,  as  well  as  the  price 

Ei^  for  it,  were  set  down  as  exaggerationB  oi  the 
reach  of  faith  and  friendship  of  his  Scottish  crony. 
Tliis  turn  of  Wakefield's  passions  was  encoun^ged  or 
the  bailiff,  (who  had  his  own  reasons  for  bemg  of- 
fended against  poor  Robin,  as  having  been  the  un- 
witting cause  of  his  falling  into  disgrace  with  hii 
master,)  as  well  as  by  the  innkeeper,  and  two  or 
three  chance  guests,  who  stimulated  the  drover  in 
his  resentment  against  his  quondam  associate, — some 
from  the  ancient  grudge  against  the  Soots,  which, 
when  it  exists  anywhere,  is  to  be  found  lurkina  in  the 
Border  counties,  and  some  from  the  general  love  of 
mischief  which  characterixee  mankind  in  all  ranks 
of  life,  to  the  honour  of  Adam's  children  be  it  spokea. 
Good  John  Barleycorn  also,  who  always  heightens 
and  exaggerates  the  prevailing  paaaiona,  be  th^ 
anjgry  orkindly,  was  not  wanting  in  hia  offices  on 
this  occasion;  and  confusion  to  false  fnends  sad 
hard  mastors,  was  pledged  in  more  than  one  tan- 
kard. 

In  the  meanwhile,  Mr.  Ireby  found  aome  amuse* 
ment  in  detaining  the  northern  drover  at  his  ancieut 
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bilL  He  caiued  a  cold  round  of  beef  to  be  pltoed 
bafore  the  Scot  in  the  butler's  pantry,  together  with 
■Ibaming  tankard  of  home-brewed,  and  took pieaaure 
in  seeing  the  hearty  appetite  with  which  these  un- 
wonted edibles  were  discussed  by  Robin  Oig  M'Com- 
bieh.  The  Squire  himself  lighting  his  pipe,  compound- 
ed histween  his  patrician  dignity  and  nis  love  of  agri- 
coltoral  ffossip,  b^  walking  up  and  down  while  he 
ooDveraed  with  his  guest 

"I passed  another  drove,''  said  the  Sqube,  "with 
<me  of  your  countrymen  behind  them— they  were 
aomethiog  lois  beasts  than  your  drove,  doddies  most 
of  them— a  big  man  was  with  them— none  of  your 
kilts  though,  but  a  decent  pair  of  breechee— D'ye 
know  who  he  may  beT' 

"Hottt  aye— that  might,  could,  and  would  be 
Hughie  Morrison— I  didna  think  he  could  hae  peen 
lae  weel  up.  He  has  made  a  day  on  us ;  but  his 
Argyleshires  will  have  wearied  dh&nks.  How  far 
wa8hej)ehind?" 

"I  think  about  six  or  seven  mJles."  answered  the 
Squire,  "fori  passed  them  at  the^hristenbury  Crag, 
and  I  overtook  you  at  the  HoUan  Bush.  If  his 
beasts  be  leg-weary,  he  will  be  maybe  selling  bar- 
gains." 

**  Na,  na,  Hug^hie  Morrison  is  no  the  man  for  par- 

E'ns--ve  maun  come  to  some  Highland  body  like 
bin  Oig  hersell  for  the  like  of  these— put  I  maun  pe 
wishing  you  goot  night,  and  twenty  of  tnem  let  alane 
ane,  and  I  maun  down  to  the  Clachan  to  see  if  the 
lad  Harry  Waakfelt  is  out  of  his  humdudgeons  yet" 

The  party  at  tbealehouse  were  still  in  full  talk,  and 
die  treachery  of  Robin  Oig  still  the  theme  of  conver- 
ntion,  when  the  supposeid  culprit -entered  the  apait- 
meot  His  anival,  as  usually  hi^pens  in  such  a 
case,  put  an  instant  stop  to  the  discussion  of  which 
be  had  fornished  the  subject,  and  he  was  received  by 
the  company  assembled^  with  that  chilling  silence, 
wbich,  more  than  a  thousand  exclamations,  tdls  an 
mtroder  that  he  is  unwelcome.  Surprised  andjoflfend- 
ed,  but  not  appalled  by  the  reception  which  he  ex- 
perienced, Robin  entered  with  an  undaunted  and 
eren  a  haughty  air,  attempted  no  greeting^  as  he  saw 
be  was  received  with  none,  and  placed  tiimself  bv 
die  aide  of  the  fire,  a  little  apart  from  a  table,  at  which 
Harry  Wakefield,  the  bailiff,  and  two  or  three  other 
persons,  were  seated.  The  ample  (Cumbrian  kitchen 
would  have  afforded  plenty  of  room,  even  for  a  larger 
leraration. 

Robin,  thus  seated,  proceeded  to  light  his  pipe,  and 
call  for  a  pint  of  twopenny. 

"We  have  no  twopence  aloi"  answered  Ralph 
Heskett  the  landlord;  ^'but  as  thou  find'stthy  own 
tobacco,  it's  like  thou  mayst  find  thy  own  liquor  too 
-it's  the  wont  of  thy  country,  I  wot" 

"  Shame^  goodman,"  said  the  landlady,  a  blithe 
bostlmg^  housewife,  hastening  herself  to  supply  the 
eiest  with  liquor—^*  Thou  knowest  well  enow  what 
the  strange  man  wants,  and  it's  thy  trade  to  be  dvU, 
man.  Thou  shouldst  know,  that  if  the  Scot  likes  a 
snail  pot,  he  pays  a  sure  penny." 

Without  taking  any  notice  of  this  nuptial  dialogue, 
die  Highlander  took  the  flagon  in  his  hand,  and  ad- 
dressing the  company  generally,  drank  the  interest- 
uiR  toast  of  "  Good  maikets,"  to  the  party  assembled. 

'The  better  that  the  wind  blew  fewer  dealers  from 
the  north,"  said  one  of  the  farmers,  "and  fewer  Hlgh- 
MXbd  runts  to  eat  up  the  English  meadows." 

'  Saul  of  my  pody;  put  you  are  wrang  there,  my 
friend,"  answered  Robin,  with  composure;  "it  is 
your  fat  Englishmen  that  eat  up  our  Scots  cattle^ 
pmr  things.'^ 

**I  wish  there  was  aeummat  to  eat  up  their  dro- 
vers," said  another;  "a plain  Englishman  canna 
make  bread  within  a  kenning  of  them." 

'  Or  an  honest  servant  keep  his  master's  favour,  but 
they  will  come  sliding  in  between  him  and  the  sun- 
abme,"  said  the  bailifT 

"  If  these  pe  iokes/'  said  Robin  Oig,  with  the  same 
GompoAnre,  "there  is  ower  mony  jokes  upon  one 
man." 


of  one  opmion,  and  that  is,  thatyou,  Mr.  Robin  Ogg, 
have  behaved  to  our  friend  Mr.  Harry  Wakefidd  her^ 
hke  a  raff  and  a  blackguard." 

"  Nae  doubt,  nae  doubt,"  answered  Robin,  with 
great  composure ;  "  and  you  are  a  set  of  very  pretty 
judges,  for  whose  prains  or  pehavionr  I  wad  not  gie 
a  pmch  of  sneeshmg.  If  Mr.  Harrv  Waakfelt  kens 
where  he  is  wrangedj  he  kens  where  he  may  be  right- 
ed  " 

"Hosp^  truth,"  said  Wakefield,  who  had  lis- 
tened  to  what  passed,  divided  between  the  offence 
which  he  had  taken  at  Robin's  late  behaviour,  and 
the  revival  of  his  habitual  feelings  of  regard.  ^ 

He  now  rose,  and  went  towards  Robm,  who  got  up 
from  his  seat  as  he  approached,  and  held  out  his 
hand. 

"That's  right,  Harry-7^  it— serve  him  out,"  re- 
sounded on  all  sides—  tip  him  the  naile^-show  lum 
the  mill." 

said 


It  is  no  ioke,  but  downright  earnest,"  said  the 
bailiff.  "  Harkye,  Mr.  Robin  Cm,  or  whatever  is  your 
name,  it's  right  we  should  teiTyou  that  we  are  all 


"  Hold  your  peace  all  of  you,  and  be ,    i>»M 

Wakefield;  and  then  addressing  his  comrade,  he 
took  him  by  the  extended  hand,  with  something  alike 
of  respect  and  defiance.  "Robin,"  he  saki,  ^'thou 
hast  used  me  ill  enough  this  day;  but  if  vou  mean, 
like  a  frank  fellow,  to  shake  hands,  and  taJLe  a  tussle 
for  love  on  the  sod,  why  I'll  forgie  thee,  man,  and  we 
shall  be  better  fiiends  than  ever." 

"  And  would  it  not  pe  petter  to  pe  oood  friends 
without  more  of  the  matter  1"  said  Robin ; "  we  will 
be  much  petter  friendships  with  our  panes  hale  than 
prc^en." 

Harry  Wakefield  dropped  the  hand  of  his  fiiend,  or 
rather  threw  it  from  him. 

"  I  did  not  think  I  had  been  keeping  company  for 
thtee  years  with  a  coward." 

"Coward  pelongs  to  none  of  my  name,"  said  Robin, 
whose  eyes  began  to  kindle,  but  keepmg  the  com- 
mand of  his  temper.  "  It  was  no  cowani's  legs  or 
hands,  Harry  Waakfislt,  that  drew  you  out  of  the 
fords  of  Frew,  when  you  was  drifting  ower  the  plack 
rock,  and  every  eel  in  the  river  expected  his  share  of 
you." 

"And  that  is  tme  enoushi  too,"  said  the  Engiish- 
man.  struck  bv  the  appeal. 

"Adzooks!"  exclaimed  the  bailiff— "sure  Harry 
Wakefield,  the  nattiest  lad  at  Whitson  Tryste,  Wool- 
er  Fair,  CarUsle  Sands,  or  Stagshaw  Bank,  is  not 
going  to  show  white  feather  1  Ah,  this  comes  of  Uv- 
ing  so  long  with  kilts  and  bonnets— men  forget  the 
use  of  their  daddies.'' 

"I may  teach  you.  Master  Fleecebumpkin,  that  I 
have  not  lost  the  use  of  mine,"  said  Wakefield,  and 
then  went  on.  "  This  unll  never  do,  Robin.  We 
must  have  a  tum-up,  or  we  shall  be  the  talk  of  the 

country  side.    I'll  be  d d  if  I  hurt  thee— I'll  put 

on  the  gloves  gin  thou  like.  Come,  stand  forward 
like  a  man." 

"Tobepeatenlikeadog,"  saki  Robin;  "is there 
any  reason  in  that  7  If  you  think  I  have  done  you 
wrong.  I'll  go  before  your  shudge,  though  I  neither 
know  his  law  nor  his  language." 

A  general  cry  of  "  No,  no— no  law,  no  lawyer !  a 
bellWul  and  befriends,"  was  echoed  by  thebystanders. 

"But"  continued  Robin, "  if  I  am  to  fight,  I  have  no 
skill  to  fight  hke  a  jackanapes,  with  hands,  and  nails." 

"  How  would  you  fight  then)"  said  his  antagonist; 
"  though  I  am  thinking  it  would  be  hard  to  bnng  you 
to  the  scratch  anyhow?' 

'*  I  would  fight  with  proadswords,  and  sink  point  on 
the  first  plood  drawn ^like  a  gentlemans." 

A  loud  shout  of  laughter  followed  the  proposal, 
which  indeed  had  rather  escaped  from  poor  Robin's 
swelling  heart,  than  been  the  dictate  of  his  sober 
judgment 

'^j^tleman.  quotha !"  was  echoed  on  all  sides, 
with  a  shout  or  unextinguishable  laughter ;  "  a  very 
pretty  gentleman,  God  wot— Canst  get  two  swords 
for  the  gentleman  to  fight  with,  Ralph  Heskett  7" 

"  No,  out  I  can  send  to  the  armoury  at  Carlisle, 
and  lend  them  two  forks,  to  be  making  slufl  with  in 
the  meantime." 

"Tush,  man,"  said  another.  "  the  bonny  Scots 
come  into  the  world  with  the  blue  bonnet  on  their 
heads,  and  dirk  and  pistol  at  their  belt" 
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"Best  send  post,"  said  Mr.  Fleecebumpkin,  "to 
the  Squire  of  Corby  Castle,  to  come  and  stand  se- 
cond to  the  eentlevian," 

In  the  midst  of  this  torrent  of  funeral  ridicule,  the 
Highlander  instinctively  griped  beneath  the  folds  of 
his  plaid. 

"  But  it*s  better  not,"  he  said  in  his  own  language. 
"A  hundred  curses  on  the  swine-eaters,  who  Know 
neither  decency  nor  civility!" 

"  Make  room,  the  pack  of  you,"  he  said,  advancing 
to  the  door. 

But  his  former  friend  interposed  his  sturdy  bulk, 
and  opposed  his  leaving  the  house ;  and  when  Robin 
Oig  attempted  to  make  his  wavr  by  force,  he  hit  him 
down  on  the  tipor,  with  as  much  ease  as  a  boy  bowls 
down  a  nine-pin. 

"  A  ring,  a  ring !"  was  now  shouted,  until  tlic  dark 
rafters,  and  the  hams  that  hung  on  them,  trembled 
again,  and  the  very  platters  oh  the  bink  clattered 
Against  each  other.  "Well  done,  Harry"— "Give  it 
hun  home,  Harry"—"  Take  care  of  him  now— he 
sees  his  own  blood !" 

Such  were  the  exclamations,  while  the  Highlander, 
utarting  from  the  ground,  all  his  coldness  and  caution 
lost  iu  frantic  rage,  sprung  at  his  antagonist  with 
the  fury,  the  activity,  and  the  vindictive  purpose,  of 
an  incensed  tiger-cat.  But  when  could  rage  encoun- 
ter scicnceand  temper?  Robin  Oig  again  went  down 
in  the  unequal  contest :  and  as  the  blow  was  neces- 
sarily a  severe  one,  he  lay  motionless  on  the  floor  of 
the  kitchen.  The  landlady  ran  to  offer  some  aid,  but 
Mr.  Fleecebumpkin  would  not  permit  her  to  ap- 
proach. 

"Let  him  alone,"  he  said,  "he  will  come  to  within 
time,  and  come  up  to  the  scratch  again.  He  has  not 
got  half  his  broth  yet." 

"He  has  got  ail  I  mean  to  give  him,  though,"  said 
his  antagonist,  whose  heart  bc^n  to  relent  towards 
his  old  associate ;  "  and  I  would  rather  by  half  give 
the  rest  to  yourself,  Mr.  Fleecebuinnkin,  for  vou  pre- 
tend to  know  a  thing  or  two,  and  Robin  hacf  not  art 
enough  even  to  peel  before  setting  to,  but  fought  with 
his  plaid  dangling  about  him.— IS  land  up,  Robin,  my 
man  !  all  friend;*  now  \  and  let  me  hear  the  man  that 
will  speak  a  word  against  you,  or  your  country,  for 
your  sake." 

Robin  Oig  was  still  under  the  dominion  of  his  pas- 
sion, and  eager  to  renew  the  onset ;  but  boing  with- 
held on  the  one  pide  bv  the  peace-inuking  Dame  Hris- 
kett,  and  on  the  other,  aware  that  Wakefield  no 
longer  meant  to  renew  the  combat,  his  fury  sunk  into 
gloomy  sullcnness. 

"Come,  come,  never  grudge  so  much  at  if,  man," 
said  the  brave-spirited  Englishman,  with  the  placa- 
bility of  his  country,  "  shake  hands,  and  wo  will  be 
better  friends  than  ever." 

"Friends!"  exclaimed  Robin  Oig  with  a  strong 
emphasis — "friends!— Never.  Look  to  yourself. 
Ham-  Waakfclt." 

"Then  the  curse  of  Cromwell  on  your  proud  Scots 
stomach,  as  the  man  sajrs  in  the  play,*  and  you  moy 

do  your  worst,  and  be  d ;  for  one  man  ran  sny 

notiiing  more  to  another  after  a  tussle,  than  that  he 
is  sorry  for  it." 

On  these  terms  the  friends  parted;  Robin  Oig 
drew  out,  in  silence,  a  piece  of  money,  threw  it  on 
the  table,  and  then  left  th^  ale-house.  But  turning 
at  the  door,  he  shook  his  hand  at  Wakefield,  point- 
ing with  his  forefinger  upwards,  in  a  manner  which 
might  imply  either  a  threaior  a  caution.  He  then  dis- 
appeared in  the  moonlight. 

Some  words  passed  after  his  droartiure,  between 
the  bailif!!  who  piqued  himself  on  being  a  little  of  a 
bully,  and  Harry  Wakefield,  who,  with  generous  in- 
consistency, was  now  not  indisposed  to  bc^n  a  new 
combat  in  dcfenot!  of  Robin  Ois's  reputation,  "al- 
though he  could  not  use  his  daddies  like  an  English- 
man, as  it  did  not  come  natural  to  him."  But  Dame 
Hcskett  prevented  this  second  quarrel  from  coming 
to  a  head  by  her  pt-remptory  interference.  "There 
should  be  no  mure  fighting  in  her  house,"  she  said ; 
"there  had  been  too  mucn  already.  -And  you,  Mr. 
Wakefield,  may  live  to  learn,"  she  added,  '^  what  it 
is  to  make  a  deadly  enemy  out  of  a  good  fiiend."  • 


"Pshaw,  dame!  Robin  Oig  is  an  honest  frllov, 
and  will  never  keep  malice." 

"Do  not  trust  to  that — you  do  not  know  the  dour 
temper  of  the  Scrots,  though  you  have  dealt  wiih 
them  so  often.  I  have  a  right  to  know  iliem,  my 
mother  being  a  Scot." 

"And  so fs  well  seen  on  her  daughtor,"  said  Ralph 
Heskett. 

This  nuptial  aarca.sni  gave  the  discourse  another 
turn  ;  fresh  customers  en torcd  the  tap-room  or  kitch- 
en, and  others  left  it.  The  con\ersation  turned  on 
the  expected  marhct?,  and  the  report  of  nricrs  from 
different  parts  both  of  Scoiiand  and  Enslaml— irta- 
ties  were  coininencrd,  r.nd  Hiirr>'  Wuk^'Juld  was 
lucky  enough  to  find  a  cliap  for  a  part  of  hh  drove, 
and  at  a  very  ronsidernble  v.rofit :  an  f  veni  uf  con- 
sequence more  than  sufficient  to  blot  out  nil  rtmeni- 
brancesof  the  unpleasant  sciitflf  in  tl:e  •Mriu-rpartof 
the  day.  But  there  remained  one  party  from  whose 
mind  lliat  recollection  could  not  nnvc  btin  v.iped 
away  by  the  poHsoj^ion  of  every  head  of  cattle  be- 
twixt ICsk  and  Eden. 

This  was  Robin  Oig  M'Comliich .— "  That  I  should 
have  had  no  weapon,"  he  said,  "and  for  the  first 
time  in  my  life!— Klighttd  be  the  tongue  tliat  bids 
the  HighlnndiT  part  with  the  dirk— the  niik-ha !  the 
English  blood!— My  Muhmc's  word— when  did  her 
word  fall  to  the  ground  ?" 

The  rr-ctdlection  of  the  fatal  prophecy  confirmed 
the  deadly  intention  which  instantly  sprang  up  in  his 
mind. 

"Ha!  Morrison  cannot  be  many  rniles  behind; 
and  if  it  were  an  hundred,  what  then  !" 

His  impetuous  spirit  had  now  a  fixed  pnrpow  and 
motive  of  action,  and  he  tt'.ni.-d  the  li;.'ht  font  uf  his 
country  towards  the  wilds,  throiiijh  vhicli  he  knew, 
by  Mr.  Ireby'a  rrport,  that  Morrison  was  advnnrinz. 
Ilis  mind  was  wholly  engroP^«"d  by  thn  ?»-nsc  of  in- 
jury-injury sustainctl  from  n  friend  ;  and  by  the  de- 
sire of  vengeance  on  cno  whom  he  now  accounted 
his  most  bitter  enemy.    Thelrinsured  ides?  of  self- 
importance  and  self-opinion— of  i(!ial  birth  und quali- 
ty, had  lieeome  more  precious  to  hiin,  (like  the  hoard 
to  the  miser,)  because  he  covid  only  enjoy  thein  in 
secret.    But  that  hoard  was  pillastti,'  the  iiiols  wliich 
he  had  secretly  worshipped  hail  been  descerntcd  and 
jrofaned.    Insulted,  abused,  ami  bentm.  he  Wiis  no 
onger  worthy,  in  hi<»  own  opinion,  of  tl;.;  n.iiiie  he 
jore,  or  tile  lineaiie  which  hebei(in;;cd  to- iiotliinsvias 
eft  to  him— nothing  but  rcvrnjre;  and,  as  th*i  r-flw- 
tion  added  a  gnlliniisi>ur  to  every  step,  ho  d«'lcrniin«l 
it  should  be  as  sudden  and  sigmd  ns  The  oflcnce. 

When  Robin  Oig  left  the  door  of  ti: ■■  hI* houw, 
sflven  or  eight  English  miles  at  least  Iny  bilwixi 
Morrison  and  him.  Tlic  ndviniee  of  ilie  former 
was  slow,  limited  by  the  s*lnK^it=h  pace  of  his  rattle; 
the  last  left  behind  him  'tiibhj.'-field  v.nd  h'-dt'e-row, 
crag  and  dark  heath,  all  ir'itti-rint;  wi'h  frost-rime  in 
the  broad  Noveml)er  iiiOi»nli.iht,^  at  the  r.Tle  of  pix 
miles  an  hour.  And  now Thedi?-lint  lowiurxof  -Mer- 
rison's  ciittle  is  htard ;  utkI  now  they  are  sfin  rreii'' 
ing  like  moles  in  pize  and  slowncsrS  of  motion  on  tn« 
broad  face  of  the  moor;  and  now  he  meets  them— 
passed  them,  and  stops  their  con(hict«jr. 

"May  good  betide  us  "  said  the  Southlyncfrr— "Is 
this  you,  Robin  M'Combichj  or  your  wraiih  T' 

"It  is  Robin  Oig  M*Coinbich,'*^answcred  the  High- 
lander, "and  it  is  not.— But  never  mind  that,  bull* 
giving  me  the  ekcne-dhu." 

"What!  you  are  f<»r  back  to  the  Highlands -The 
devil!— Have  yon  selt  all  off  before  the  fair  7  This 
beats  nil  for  <iuick  markets !" 

"I  have  not  aoUl— 1  am  not  going  north— May  re 
I  will  never  go  north  sgain. — Give  roe  pack  my  nirk. 
Hugh  Morrison,  or  there  will  pe  words  petwt>'n  us..' 

"indeed,  Robin4  FH  Ik»  l)etter  advisea  heforr.  I  gie 
it  back  to  you— it  is  a  wnnchnnry  weapon  in  a  Hi^- 
landinan*s  hand,  and  I  am  thinking  ycu  will  be 
about  gome  barns-breaking." 

"Pnitt,  tnm!  lei  me  nave  my  weapon,"  said 
Robin  Oig  iinnatienilv. 

"Ifoolyanu  fairly,  said  his  well-mesning  friend, 
"ril  tell  yon  what  \\\\\  do  better  than  these  dirking 
doings— Ye  ken  Highlander,  and  Lowlonder,  and 
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Border-meD,  are  a'  ae  man's  baima  when  you  are 
OTer  the  Soots  dyke.  See,  the  Eskdal^  callants,  and 
firiiting  Charlie  of  Liddlesdale.  and  the  Lockerby 
jada,  and  the  four  Dandies  ol  Lustruther,  and  a 
wheen  mair  gray  plaids,  ore  coming  up  behind :  and 
if  foil  are  wranged,  there  is  the  hand  of  a  Manly 
Uoniaon,  we'll  see  you  righted,  if  Carlisle  and  Stan- 
wiz  baith  took  up  the  feud." 

"To  tell  you  the  truth,"  said  Robin  Ois,  desirous 
of  doding  the  suspidons  of  his  friend.  "I  have  en- 
listed with  a  party  of  the  Black  Watch,  and  must 
march  off  to-morrow  morning." 

"  Enlisted !  Were  you  mad  or  drunk  ?~You  must 
boy  yourself  067-1  can  lend  vou  twenty  notes,  and 
twenty  to  that,  if  the  drove  sell." 

"I  thank  you—thank  ye,  Hughie ;  but  I  jgo  with 
nod  will  the  gate  that  I  am  going,— im  the  dirk— the 

"Tliere  it  is  for  you  then,  since  less  wimna  serve. 
Bat  think  on  what  I  was  saying. — Waes  me,  it  will 
be  sair  news  m  the  braes  of  Balquidder^  that  Robin 
Ok  M'Combich  should  have  run  an  ill  gate,  and 
u'en  on." 

/HI  news  in. Balquidder,  indeed !"  echoed  poor  Ro- 
bin :  "  but  Cot  speed  you,  Hughie.  and  send  you  good 
DMTcats.  Ye  wmna  meet  with  Robin  Oig  again,  ei- 
ther at  tryste  or  fair." 

So  aaymg,  he  shook  hastily  the  hand  of  his  ac- 
Qoaintance,  and  set  out  in  the  direction  from  which 
be  had  advanced,  with  the  spirit  of  his  former  pace. 

**  There  is  something  Mrrans  with  the  lad,"  mutter- 
ed die  Morrison  to  himself ;  but  we  will  maybe  see 
better  into  it  the  mom's, morning." 

Bot  long  ere  the  morning  dawned,  the  catastrophe 
of  onr  tale  had  taken  place.  It  was  two  hours  sifter 
the  afiray  had  happened,  and  it  was  totally  forgotten 
br  ahnost  every  one,  when  Robin  Oig  returned  to 
Heekett's  inn.  The  place  was  filled  at  once  by  va- 
lioua  sorts  of  men,  and  with  noises  correiq;)onding  to 
their  character.  Tbere  were  the  grave  low  sounds 
of>men  engaged  in  busy  traffic,  with  the  laugh,  the 
M^  and  the  riotous  jest  of  those  who  had  nothing; 
to  do  bat  to  eivjov  themselves.  Among  the  last  was 
Harrv  Wakefield,  who.  amidst  a  grinning  group  of 
■niockfrocks,  hobnailed  shoes,  and  joUy  EngUsh  phy- 
■ognomies,  was  trolling  forth  the  old  ditty, 

"  Wliat  thoofh  my  obim  be  Roger, 
Who  driTae  we  pioufh  end  eart,**— 

yAiea  he  was  interrupted  by  a  well-known  voice  say- 
1%  in  a  high  and  stem  voice,  marked  by  the  sharp 
Ashland  accent,  "  Harry  WajEikfelt— if  you  be  a  man 
itaodnp!" 

"  What  is  the  matter  7— what  is  it  T'  the  guests  de- 
Banded  of  each  other. 

"It  is  only  a  d— <l  Scotsman,"  said  Fleecebumpkin, 
jno  was  by  this  time  very  drunk.  **  whom  Harry 
Wakefield  helped  to  his  broth  to•aas^  who  is  now 
eome  to  have  kU  cauldkaU  bet  again." 

"Harry  Waakfelt,"  repeated  the  same  ominous 
nmmons,  "  stand  up,  if  you  be  a  man  I" 

There  is  something  in  the  tone  of  deep  and  concen- 
liated  passion,  which  attracts  attention  and  imposes 
i«re,  even  by  the  very  sound.  The  suests  shrunk 
nek  on  eveiV  side,  and  gazed  at  the  Highlander  as 
■e  stood  in  the  middle  of  them,  his  brows  bent,  and 
us  features  rigid  with  resolution. 

**  I  will  stand  up  with  all  my  heart,  Robin,  my  boy, 
but  it  shall  be  to  shake  hands  with  you,  and  drink 
down  all  unkindness.  It  is  not  the  fault  of  your 
peart,  man,  that  you  don't  know  how  to  clench  your 
hands." 

By  this  time  he  stood  opposite  to  his  antagonist : 
his  open  and  unsuspecting  look  strange! v  contrasted 
wiu  the  stem  purpose,  which  gleamed  wild,  daik, 
lod  vindictive,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Highlander. 

***Tis  not  thy  fault,  man,  that,  not  having  the  luck 
to  be  an  Enriiahman,  thou  canst  not  fight  more  than 
a  school-girL" 

"I  ean  fight,"  answered  Rohm  Oigstemly.  but 
cahnlv,  **  and  you  shall  know  it  Yon,  Harry  Waak- 
felt, showed  me  to-day  how  the  Saxon  churls  fight 
~I  show  yoQ  now  how  the  Highland  Dunnid-wassel 
fights." 

2  L 


He  seconded  the  word  with  the  action,  and  plung- 
ed the  dagger,  which  he  suddenly  displayed,  into  the 
broad  breast  of  the  EngUsh  yeoman,  with  such  fatal 
certainty  and  force,  that  the  hilt  made  a  hollow 
sound  against  the  breast-bone,  and  the  double-edged 
point  split  the  very  heart  of  his  victun.  Harry 
Wakefield  fell  and  expired  with  a  single  groan.  His 
assassin  next  seized  the  bailiff  by  the  collar,  and  of- 
fered the  bloody  poniard  to  his  throat,  whilst  dread 
and  surprise  rendered  the  man  incapable  of  defence. 

"  It  were  very  just  to  lay  you  beside  him,"  he  said, 
"  but  the  blood  of  a  base  pick- thank  shall  never  mix 
on  mv  father's  dirk,  with  that  of  a  brave  man." 

As  ne  spoke,  he  cast  the  man  from  him  with  so 
much  force  that  he  fell  on  the  floor,  while  Robin,  with 
his  other  hand,  threw  the  fatal  weapon  into  the  bla- 
zing turf-fire. 

*'  There,"  he  said,  **take  me  who  likes— and  let  fire 
cleanse  blood  if  it  can." 

The  pause  of  astonishment  still  continuing,  Robin 
Oig  asked  for  a  peace-officer,  and  a  constable  having 
stepped  out  he  surrendered  himself  to  his  custody. 

A  bloody  night's  work  you  have  made  of  it,"  said 
the  constable. 

"Your  own  fault,"  said  the  Highlander.  "Had 
you  kept  his  hands  off  me  twa  hours  since,  he  would 
have  been  now  as  well  and  merry  as  he  was  twa  mi- 
nutes since." 

"  It  must  be  sorely  answered,"  said  the  peace-officer. 

"  Never  you  mind  that— death  pays  all  debts ;  it 
will  pay  that  too." 

The  norror  of  the  bystanders  b«(an  now,  to  give 
way  to  indignation ;  and  the  sight  of  a  favourite  com- 
panion murdered  in  the  midst  of  them,  the  provoca- 
tion being,  in  their  opinion,  so  utterly  inadequate  to 
the  excess  of  vengeance,  might  have  induced  them 
to  kill  the  perpetrator  of  the  deed  even  upon  the  very 
spot.  The  constable,  however,  did  his  duty  on  this 
occasion,  and  with  the  assistance  of  some  of  the  more 
reasonable  persons  present,  procured  horses  to  guard 
the  prisoner  to  Carlisle,  to  abide  his  doom  at  the  next 
assizes.  While  the  escort  was  preparing,  the  prison- 
er neither  expressed  the  least  interest,  nor  attempted 
the  slightest  reply.  Only,  before  he  was  carried  irom 
the  fatal  apartment,  he  desired  to  look  at  the  dead 
body,  which,  raised  from  the  floor,  had  been  deposited 
upon  the  large  table,  (at  the  head  of  which  Harry 
Wakefield  had  presided  but  a  few  minutes  before,  fuU 
of  hfcj  vigour,  and  animation,)  until  the  surgeons 
should  examine  the  mortal  wound.  The  face  of  the 
corpse  was  decently  covered  with  a  napkin.  To  the 
surprise  and  horror  of  the  bystanders,  which  display- 
ed Itself  in  a  general  Ah !  drawn  through  clench«] 
teeth  and  half-shut  lips,  Rohm  Oig  removed  the  cloth, 
and  gazed  with  a  mournful  but  steady  eye  on  the  I^e- 
less  visage,  which  had  been  so  lately  animated,  that 
the  smile  of  good-humoured  confidence  in  his  own 
strength,  of  conciUation  at  once^  and  contempt  to- 
wards his  enemy,  still  curled  his  l^>.  While  those 
present  expected  ihat  the  wound,  which  had  so  lately 
flooded  the  apartment  with  gore,  would  send,  forth 
fresh  streams  at  the  touch  of  the  homicide,  Robin  Oig 
replaced  the  covering,  with  the  brief  exclamation— 
"  He  was  a  pretty  man  I" 

My  story  is  nearly  ended.  The  unfortunate  High- 
lander stood  his  trial  at  Carlisle.  I  was  myself  pre- 
sent, and  as  a  young  Scottish  lawyer,  or  barrister  at 
least,  and  reputed  a  man  of  some  quality,  the  polite- 
ness of  the  Sheriff  of  Cumberlimd  offereid  me  a  place 
on  the  bench.  The  facts  of  the  case  were  proved  in 
the  manner  I  have  related  them :  and  whatever  might 
be  at  firat  the  prejudice  of  the  audience  against  a  crune 
so  un- English  as  that  of  assassination  from  revenge, 
yet  when  the  rooted  national  predudicesof  the  pruou- 
er  had  been  explained,  which  made  him  consider 
himself  as  stained  with  indelible  dishonour^  when 
subjected  to  personal  violence ;  when  his  previous  pa- 
tience, moderation,  and  endurance,  were  considered, 
the  generosity  of  the  English  audience  was.mclmed 
to  regard  his  crime  as  the  wayward  aberration  of  a 
false  idea  of  honour,  rather  than  as  flowing  froia  a 
heart  naturally  savagie,  or  perverted  by  habitual  vice. 
I  shall  never  mrget  the  charge  of  the  venerable  Judge 
to  the  jury,  alUiough  not  at  that  time  liable  to  m 
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much  afiected  either  by  that  which  waa  eloquent  or 
pathetic. 

"We  have  had,"  he  said,  "in  the  previooa  part  of 
our  duty,"  (alluding  lo  some  former  tnals,)  **  to  discuss 
crimes  which  infer  disgust  and  abhorrence,  while  they 
call  down  the  well-merited  vengeance  of  the  law. 
It  is  now  our  still  more  melancholy  task  to  apply  its 
salutary  though  severe  enactments  to  a  case  of  a 
very  singular  character,  in  which  the  crime  (for  a 
crime  it  is,  and  a  deep  one)  arose  less  out  of  the  ma- 
levolence of  the  heart,  than  the  error  of  the  under- 
standing—less from  any  idea  of  committing  wrong, 
than  from  an  unhappily  perverted  notion  of  that 
which  is  right  Here  we  have  two  men,  highly  es- 
teemed, it  has  been  stated,  in  their  rank  of  ufe,  and 
attached,  it  seems,  to  each  other  as  friends,  one  of 
whose  lives  has  been  already  sacrificed  to  a  punctilio, 
and  the  other  is  about  to  prove  the  vengeance  of  the 
offended  laws ;  and  yet  both  may  claim  our  commi- 
seration at  least,  as  men  acting  in  ignorance  of  each 
other^s  national  prejudices,  and  unhappily  misguided 
rather  than  voluntarily  erring  from  the  path  of  right 
condact 

"  In  the  original  cause  of  the  misunderstanding,  we 
must  in  justice  give  the  right  to  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar.  He  had  acquired  possession  of  the  enclosure, 
which  was  the  object  of^  competition,  by  a  legal  con- 
tract with  the  proprietor  Mr.  Ireby :  and  yet,  when 
accosted  with  reproaches  undeserved  in  themselves, 
and  galling  doubtless  to  a  temper  at  least  sufficiently 
susceptible  of  passion,  he  offered  notwithstanding  to 
yield  up  half  his  acquisition,  for  the  sake  of  peace  and 
good  neighbourhood,  and  his  amicable  proposal  was 
rejected  with  scorn.  Then  foIk)ws  the  scene  at  Mr. 
Hesk.  't  the  pubhcan*8,  and  you  will  observe  how  the 
Strang  *  was  treated  by  the  deceased,  and,  I  am  sor- 
ry to  oi  rve,  by  those  around,  who  seemed  to  have 
urged  hii  -n  a  manner  which  was  aggravating  in  the 
highest  dc^^ree.  While  he  asked  for  peace  and  for 
composition,  and  offered  submission  to  a  magistrate, 
or  to  a  mutual  arbiter,  the  prisoD*|r  was  insulted  by  a 
whole  company,  who  seem  on  this  occ&sion  to  have 
forgotten  the  national  maxim  of  *  fair  play ;'  and  while 
attempting  to  escape  from  the  place  m  peace,  he  was 
intercepted,  struck  down,  and  beaten  to  the  eflusion 
of  his  blood. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  it  was  with  some  impa- 
tience that  I  heard  my  learned  brother,  who  opened 
the  case  for  the  crown,  give  an  unfavourable  turn  to 
the  prisoner's  conduct  on  this  occasion.  He  said 
the  prisoner  was  afraid  to  encounter  his  antagonist 
in  fau"  fight,  or  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  the  ring ;  and 
that  therefore,  like  a  cowardly  Italian,  he  had  re- 
course to  his  fatal  stiletto,  to  murder  the  man  whom 
he  dared  not  meet  in  manly  encounter.  I  observed 
the  prisoner  shrink  from  this  part  of  the  accusation 
with  the  abhorrence  natural  to  a  brave  man ;  and  as 
I  would  wish  to  make  my  words  impressive,  when  I 
point  his  real  crime,  I  must  secure  his  opinion  of  my 
impartiality,  by  rebuttingevery  thing  that  seems  to 
me  a  false  accusation.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  prisoner  is  a  man  of  resolution— too  much  reso- 
lution—I wish  to  Heaven  that  he  had  less,  or  rather 
that  he  had  had  a  better  education  to  regulate  it 

"  (jrentlemen,  as  to  the  laws  m)[  brother  talks  of| 
they  may  be  known  in  the  Bull-ring,  or  the  Bear- 

Siraen.  or  the  Cockpit,  but  they  are  not  known  here. 
r,  if  tney  should  be  so  far  admitted  as  furnishing  a 
species  or  proof  that  no  mahce  was  intended  in  this 
sort  of  combat,  from  which  &tal  accidents  do  some- 
times arise,  it  can  only  be  so  admitted  when  both 
parries  are  in  pari  camL,  equaUv  acquainted  with,  and 
equally  willing  to  refer  themselves  to,  that  species  of 
arbitrement  But  will  it  be  contended  that  a  man  of 
superior  rank  and  education  is  to  be  subjected,  or  is 
cm^ed  to  subject  himself  to  this  coarse  and  brutal 
strife,  perhaps  in  opposition  to  a  younger,  stronger, 
or  more  skilful  opponent  7  Coiainl  v  even  the  pugi- 
listic code,  if  founded  upon  the  fair  pfay  of  Merry  Old 
England,  as  my  brother  alleges  it  to  be,  can  contain 
nothing  so  preposterous.  And,  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  if  the  laws  would  support  an  English  gentleman, 
wearing,  we  will  suppose,  his  sword,  in  defending 
hitnself  byforce  against  a  violent  pereonal  oggressioti 


of  the  nature  offered  to  this  prisoner,  they  wiU  not 
less  protect  a  fordgner  and  a  stranger,  involved  io 
the  same  unpleasing  circumstances.  If^  therefore, 
gentlemen  of^  the  jury,  when  thus  pressed  by  a  vim 
maiort  the  object  of  obloquy  to  a  whole  company, 
and  OS  direct  violence  from  one  at  least,  and,  as  be 
might  reasonably  apprehend,  fh>m  more,  the  panel 
had  produced  the  weapon  which  his  countrymen,  as 
we  are  informed,  generally  carry  about  their  peraonoL 
and  the  same  unhappy  circumstance  had  ensnea 
which  you  have  heard  detailed  in  evklenoe,  I  could 
not  in  my  conscience  have  asked  from  you  a  verdict 
of  murder.  The  prisoner's  personal  defence  m^t, 
indeed,  even  in  that  case,  have  gone  more  or  leas  be> 
yond  the  Moderamcn  incufpaUB  tuteUe.  spoken  oihj 
lawyers,  but  the  punishment  incurred  would  have 
been  that  of  manslaughter,  not  of  murder.  I  beg 
leave  to  add,  that  I  should  nave  thought  tbia  milder 
species  of  charge  was  demanded  in  the  case  suppos- 
ed notwithstanding  the  statute  of  James  I.  cap.  ^ 
which  takes  the  case  of  slaughter  by  stabbing  with  a 
short  weapon,  even  without  malice  prepense,  oat  of 
the  benefit  of  clergy.  For  this  statute  of  stabhiiiA 
as  it  is  termed,  arose  out  of  a  temporary  cause ;  waa 
as  the  real  guilt  is  the  same,  whether  the  slaujgihter 
be  committed  by  the  dagger,  or  by  sword  or  purtol, 
the  benignity  of  the  modem  law  places  them  all  oo 
the  same,  or  nearly  the  same  footing. 

"  But.  gentlemen  of  the  Jjury,  the  pinch  of  the  case 
lies  in  the  interval  of  two  nours  interposed  betwixt 
the  reception  of  the  injury  and  the  fatal  retaUatkm. 
In  the  heat  of  affray  and  <^ude  meUe^  law,  comps*- 
sionating  the  infirmities  of  humanity,  makes  allow- 
ance for  the  passions  which  rule  such  a  stormy  mo- 
ment—for the  sense  of  present  pain,  for  the  apiire- 
hension  of  further  injury,  for  the  difficulty  of  asoer- 
taining  with  due  accuracy  the  precise  degree  of 
violence  which  is  necessary  to  protect  the  person  of 
the  individual,  without  annoying  or  injuring  the  as- 
saihint  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary.  But  the 
time  necessary  to  walk  twelve  miles,  however  speedi- 
ly performed,  was  an  interval  sufficient  for  the  pri- 
soner to  have  recollected  himself;  and  the  vioJenoe 
with  which  he  carried  his  purpose  mto  effect,  with  so 
many  circumstances  of  deliberate  determinatioii, 
could  neither  be  induced  by  the  passion  of  anger,  nor 
that  of  fear.  It  waa  the  purpose  and  the  act  of  pre- 
determined revenge,  for  which  law  neither  can,  wiU, 
nor  ought  to  have  sympathy  or  allowance. 

"  It  IS  true,  we  may  repeat  to  ourselves,  in  allevia- 
tion of  this  poor  man's  unhappy  action,  that  his  case 
is  a  very  peculiar  one.  The  country  which  he  in- 
habits was,  in  the  days  of  many  now  alive,  inacces- 
sible to  the  laws,  not  only  of  England  which  have 
not  even  yet  penetrated  thither,  but  to  those  to  which 
our  neighoours  of  Scotland  are  subjected,  and  which 
must  be  supposed  to  be,  and  no  doubt  actual^  Mit, 
founded  upon  the  general  principles  of  justice  and 
equity  which  pervade  every  dvihzea  country.  AmooAt 
their  mountains,  as  among  the  North  American  In- 
dians, the  various  tribes  were  wont  to  make  war 
upon  each  other,  so  that  each  man  was  obliged  to 

SI  armed  for  his  own  protection.  These  men,  from 
e  ideas  which  they  entertained  of  their  own  descent 
and  of  their  own  consequence,  regarded  themsehres 
as  so  many  cavaliere  ormen-at-arm^  rather  than  u 
the  pleasantry  of  a  peaceful  country.  Those  laws  of 
the  ring,  as  my  brother  terms  them,  were  unknowa 
to  the  race  of  warlike  mountaineere ;  that  dedeion  of 
quarrels  by  no  other  weapons  than  those  whkh  na- 
ture has  given  every  man,  must  to  them  have  seem- 
ed as  vulgar  and  as  preposterous  as  to  the  Noblesse 
of  France.  Revenge,  on  the  other  hand,  must  havs 
been  as  familiar  to  their  habits  of  society  as  to  thoss 
of  the  Cherokees  or  Mohawks.  It  is  indeed,  ss  ds> 
scribed  by  Bacon,  at  bottom  a  kind  of  wild  untutored 
tustice ;  tor  the  fear  of  retaliation  must  withhold  tht 
bands  of  the  oppressor  where  there  is  no  regular  law 
to  check  daring  violence.  But  though  all  this  msy 
be  granted,  ana  though  we  may  allow  that,  such  hat- 
ing been  the  case  of  the  Highlands  in  the  days  of  ths 
pnsoner's  fathers,  many  of  the  opinions  and  sena> 
ments  mus^  still  continue  to  infiuenoe  the  present 
generation,  it  cannot,  and  ought  not9  even  in  th* 
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most  painful  case,  to  alter  the  administration  of  the 
law,  eithtf  in  your  hands,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  or 
in  mine.  The  first  object  of  civilization  is  to  place 
the  jgeneral  protection  of  the  law,  equally  administer- 
ed, in  the  room  of  that  wild  justice,  which  everv  man 
cut  and  carved  for  himself,  according  to  the  length 
of  his  sword  and  the  strength  of  his  arm.  The  law 
says  to  the  sabiects,  with  a  voice  only  inferior  to  that 
of  the  Deity,  '  vengeance  ia  mine.'  The  instant  that 
there  is  time  for  passion  to  cool,  and  reason  to  inter- 

Etse,  an  injtii^l  party  must  become  aware,  that  the 
w  assumes  the  exclusive  cognizance  of  the  right 
and  wron^  betwixt  the  parties,  and  opposes  her  m- 
violable  buckler  to  every  attempt  of  the  private  party 
to  right  himsel£  I  repeat,  that  this  unhappy  man 
ought  personally  to  be  the  object  rather  of  our  pity 
than  our  abhorrence,  for  he  fiuled  in  his  ignorance, 
and  from  miataken  notions  of  honour.  But  nis  crime 
is  not  the  less  that  of  murder,  f^ntlemen,  and,  in  your 
h^  and  important  office,  it  is  your  duty  so  to  find. 
Englishmen  have  their  angry  passions  as  well  as 
Scots;  and  should  this  man's  action  remain  un- 
punished, you  may  unsheath,  under  various  pretences, 
a  thousand  da^^ers  betwixt  the  LandVend  and  the 
Orkneys." 

The  venerable  Judge  thus  ended  what,  to  Judge  by 
his  apparent  emotion,  and  by  the  tears  which  nlled 
bis  eyes,  was  really  a  painml  task.  .  The  juiv,  ac- 
cording to  his  instractions,  brought  in  a  verdict  of 
Guilty ;  and  Robin  Oig  M'Combich,  alias  M'Gregpr, 
was  sentenced  to  death,  and  left  for  execution,  wmch 
took  place  accordingly.  He  met  his  fate  with  great 
finnnes&  and  acknowledged  the  justice  of  his  sen- 
tence. But  he  repelled  inaignantly  the  observationB 
of  those  who  accused  him  of  attacking  an  unarmed 
man.  *'  1  give  a  life  for  the  life  I  took,"  he  said,  "and 
what  can  I  do  morel"* 

*  I  cannot  dismiaB  thif  itory  without  rMtiof  attention  for  a 
BUMDent  on  Uie  lirlit  which  has  been  thrown  on  the  etiaraetur 
of  Um  Hlfhland  Drover  lince  the  time  of  itM  firat  appearance,  by 
Um  account  of  a  drover  poet,  by  name  Robert  Mackay,  or, 
ai  bf>  waa  commonly  called,  Rob  Donn,  i  <.  brown  Robert,  and 
certain  apccimeaa  of  his  taleota,  published  in  the  Mth  Number 
of  the  Quarterly  Review.  Tlie  pictore  which  that  paper  fives 
ei  Um  habits  and  ftelings  of  a  class  of  persons  with  which  the 
censral  reader  would  be  apt  to  asaociate  no  ideas  but  those  of 
viid  superstition  and  mde  manners,  is  in  the  highest  degree 
loterastuic ;  and  I  cannot  resist  Uio  temptation  of  quoting  two 
of  the  songs  of  this  hitherto  unheard  of  poet  of  humble  life. 
They  are  Uius  introduced  by  Uie  reviewer  :— 

"upon  on*  oceasion,  it  seema,  Rob's  attendance  upon  his 
outer's  cattle  bumneas  detained  him  a  whole  year  from  home, 
■od  at  his  retora  tie  found  Uiat  a  fair  maiden,  to  whom  his  troth 
had  been  piloted  of  yore^  had  lost  sight  of  her  vows,  and  was 
on  ttie  eve  of  being  married  to  a  rival,  (a  carpenter  by  trade,) 
who  had  profited  by  the  vonng  Drover's  absence.  The  follow* 
tnc  apng  was  composed  during  a  sleepless  night,  in  the  neigh- 
Doarhood  of  Creiif,  in  Perthshire,  and  the  home  sickness  whicli 
itexpreaaea  u>pefftrs  to  be  almost  as  mueh  that  of  the  dee^ 
baBtor  as  of  the  loving  swain. 

'  ISuy  i*  iMy  &•<,  it  ia  MMy, 

But  it  i»  not  to  tUep  lAol  UneUmtj 
3^  trind  wAi«l/««  northward*.  norlAwanb, 
And  my  thougkta  mtnt  with  it 
Mara  Bleuanl  wer«  it  to  bfl  with  Uisa 

In  Ihc  littls  sien  oToUtm, 

Umb  to  be  coanting  of  ttrorw 

In  the  eaeliMBres  of  OeiC 

Emsf  <•  my  tad,  ^ 

'  (hmX  \»  my  cateeni  of  the  maiOsa, 

Towarda  vfaoM  dwdlbig  the  north  wind  blows 
Bm  b  ever  ebecrfui.  qtorthre,  ktndiy, 

VTithoat  folly,  •ithout  Tuily.  wilhoat  pride. 
True  ia  her  heart— were  I  under  hiding. 

And  llftv  maB  ia  pnreait  of  ay  foetitepa, 
I  iboald  bid  preleclioii.  when  they  eurounM  as  SMst  sioasly, 

la  ths  isersl  rsosie  orihat  ehiellng. 

iEoey  is  my  mo,  fr. 


'  Ob  for  the  day  for  tanutig  my  face  homewaid, 

That  I  may  aee  the  maidta  of  beauty  :— 
Jovful  will  it  be  to  me  to  be  with  ttkre, 

nil  girl  with  the  long  heavy  IocJm  I 
Choice  of  all  plaeea  for  oeer-hanting 

An  the  brindled  rock  and  the  ridge  I 
How  aweet  at  enniog  to  be  dragging  the  elatn  deer 

Downwards  along  the  piper's  ealrn ! 

Etuy  i*  my  bed,  tfe. 

*  Gnat  ia  my  eeteem  for  the  maMea         

Who  parted  from  me  by  the  we«t  aide  of  the  eneloaed  fleld ; 
Late  yet  again  will  ahe  linger  in  that  fold, 

Long  after  the  kine  are  aaaemblcd. 
It  ia  I  m  vaelf  who  have  taken  no  dtalike  to  thee 

Thongn  far  away  from  thee  am  I  now. 
It  ia  forthe  thought  of  thee  that  sleep  fliee  IVem  bm; 

Gnat  ia  the  profit  to  me  of  thy  partins  kiee 
E€Uf  u  0^  6ed,  life. 

'  Dear  to  me  an  the  boaoduies  of  the  foraat ; 

Far  from  Creiffle  mv  heart ; 
My  ramembranoe  is  or  the  hillocks  of  sheep, 

And  the  heath  of  many  knolle. 
Oh  for  the  red-atreaked  flasoree  of  the  roek. 

Where  in  spring  time,  the  fawns  leap ; 
Oh  for  the  crage  tr«warda  which  the  wind  ia  bloving— 

Che^>  would  be  my  bed  to  be  there  i 

EoMf  i$  my  btd,  tfe. 

'"The  following  describes  Rob's  feelings  on  the  first  discovery 
of  his  damsel's  Infidel  it/.  The  aim  of  both  these  pieces  are  his 
own,  and,  the  Higldand  ladies  say,  very  beautifbl. 

•  Heavy  to  me  ie  the  shieliog,  and  the  bom  that  ia  in  It, 
Since  the  ear  that  waa  wont  to  liaten  ia  now  no  mon  on  the  watch. 
When  Is  Isabel,  the  eonrteoae,  the  oonvertable,  a  riater  in  kindneaa? 
When  is  Anna,  the  slender-browed,  the  tnmtrbreailsd,  whoae  glossy 

hair  pleased  me  when  yet  a  boy  1 
Heteh  I  what  an  hour  was  my  rtlumiui  I 
P^H  tuek  OS  that  aunut brought,  what  avMtth matOtMUf 


'  I  tnverted  the  fold,  and  opward  among  the  i 

Each  place,  far  and  near,  whenin  I  was  wont  to  salale  my  love. 

When  I  looked  down  from  the  crag,  and  beheld  the  fair^iaired  straagtr 

daUying  with  bis  bride, 
I  wished  that  I  had  never  ravisibad  tbe  glen  of  my  dreama 
Sueh  thingt  came  into  my  hmtrt  om  that  sun  wa$  going  down, 
A  pain  o/tsAicA  IthM  Mser  bt  rid,  wAol  aooiUtk  m*  to  UU  it  1 

*  Since  it  hath  been  heard  that  the  carpenter  had  pewnai*    *tbee. 

My  sleep  is  disturbed— boay  Is  foollshnaae  within  me  at     iJnigbt 

Tbo  kiadnem  that  baa  beeo  between  us,— I  cannot  ahalr  Jt  that  memory 

inviaioosi  ^T** 

Thou  oallcatme  not  to  thy  aide ;  bat  love  le  to  me  for  a  messenger. 
Thirei$  0trff»wiAimm..andtto»Mto  ba  at  UUrty  ; 
And  ever  tho  clottr  it  €^nt*,  sMd  tho  dttution  it  growing  torn*  at  a 


Anne,  yellow-haired  daughter  of  Donald,  eorcly  thou  knoweat  net  haw 

itiawiihme— 
That  it  ia  old  love,  onnpaid,  which  haa  worn  down  f^om  me  my  strength ; 
That  when  far  from  thee,  beyond  msny  moanlaina,  the  woond  in  my 

heart  waa  throbbing, 
Stirring,  and  aearehing  for  ever,  aa  when  I  sat  beside  thee  on  the  tnrC 
Now,  thsn.  hsar  me  tM»  oiure,  if  for  tvorlam  to  bo  without  thttt 
My  ofirit  i»  brokm   giee  me  one  Uee  en  /lease  this  land  I 

*  Baaghtliv  and  aeomfuny  the  maid  looked  upon  me ; 

Never  will  It  be  work  for  thr  flngen  to  nalooee  the  band  trom  my  carta ; 

"nion  hast  been  abaeat  a  twelvemonth,  and  alz  wan  aeeking  ma  dlH- 


cenUy; 
I  thy  sapei 


Was  thy  superiority  so  Ugh,  that  ihtn  ahould  be  no  end  of  abhlinc  for 

thee? 

Hat  hat  ha  !—ha»t  thou  at  tatt  boeomootekJ 
ItittooothatittogiMdaathtothotf  turaty  ths  tntmy  has  bom  in  no 

*  But  how  ahall  I  hats  thee,  svia  though  towards  om  thou  haal  beeOBM 

cold  7 
When  my  diaeonrae  ia  moat  angry  conceralng  thy  name  In  thine  abeeooo. 
Of  a  sudden  thine  imaga,  with  iu  old  doarneea,  eomss  visibly  Into  my 

mind; 
And  a  saent  voice  whiapen  that  love  will  yet  prevail  I 
And  I  beeoms  surstyfor  it  anow,  darting, 
AnditapringsvpatUuahourltiftyasatowor.* 

"  Rude  and  bald  aa  these  thinga  appear  in  a  veibal  transla- 
tion, and  roivh  as  they  might  possibly  appear,  even  were  the 
originals  intBlligible,  we  confess  we  are  disposed  to  think  ther 
would  of  theaoaelvea  justify  Dr.  Maekay  (their  Editor)  in  pla* 
cing  this  herdsman-lover  among  tbe  tnw  sodb  of  soos."— AimT' 
terlf  Re9«BW,  No.  XC.  Jvl9,  U9L  --»      'a 
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MY  AUNT  MARGARET'S  MIRROR. 


niTBODUCTIOir 

The  species  of  publication  which  has  come  to  be 
generally  known  by  the  title  of  Annualt  being  a 
miscellany  of  prose  and  verse,  equipped  ¥rith  nume- 
rous engravings,  and  put  forth  every  year  about 
Christmas,  had  nourished  for  a  long  while  in  Grer- 
many,  before  it  was  imitated  in  this  country  by  an 
enterprising  bookseller,  a  German  by  birth,  Mr.  Ac- 
kermann.  The  rapid  success  of  his  work,  as  is  the 
custom  of  the  time,  gave  birth  to  a  host  of  rivals, 
and,  among  others,  to  an  Annual  styled.  The  Keep- 
sake, the  first  volume  of  which  appeared  in  1828,  and 
attracted  much  notice,  chiefly  in  consequence  of  the 
very  uncommon  splendour  oi  its  illustrative  accom- 
paniments. The  expenditure  which  the  spirited  pro- 
Srietors  lavished  on  this  magnificent  volume,  is  un- 
erstood  to  have  been  not  less  than  from  ten  to  twelve 
thousand  pounds  sterling ! 

Various  f^ntlemen  of  such  hterary  reputation  ,that 
any  one  might  think  it  an  honour  to  be  associated 
with  them,  liad  been  announced  as  contributors  to 
this  Annual,  before  application  was  made  to  me  to  as- 
sist in  it ;  and  I  accordingly  placed  with  much  pleasure 
at  the  Editor's  disposal  a  few  fragments,  originally  de- 
signed to  have  been  worked  into  the  Chronicles  of  the 
Canongate,  besides  a  MS.  Drama,  the  long- neglected 
performance  of  my  youthful  days— The  House  of 
Aspen. 

The  Keepsake  for  1828  included,  however  only 
three  of  these  little  prose  tales— of  which  the  nrst  in 
order  was  that  entitled  "  My  Aunt  Margaret's  SGr- 
ror."  By  way  of  introductUm.  to  this,  when  now  in- 
cluded in  a  general  collection  of  my  lucubrations,  I 
have  only  to  say,  that  it  is  a  mere  transcript,  or  at 
least  witn  very  little  embellishment,  of  a  story  that  I 
remembered  being  struck  with  in  my  childhood,  when 
told  at  the  fireside  by  a  lady  of  eminent  virtues,  and 
no  inconsiderable  share  of  talent,  one  of  the  ancient 
and  honourable  house  of  Swinton.  She  was  a  kind 
relation  of  mv  own.  and  met  her  death  in  a  manner 
so  shocking,  being  killed  in  a  fit  of  insanity  by  a  fe- 
male attendant  who  had  been  attached  to  her  person 
for  half  a  life-time,  that  I  cannot  now  recall  her  me- 
mory, child  as  I  was  when  the  catastrophe  occurred, 
without  a  painful  re-awakening  of  perhaps  the  first 
images  of  horror  that  the  scenes  of  real  life  stamped 
on  my  mind. 

This  good  spinster  had  in  her  composition  a  strong 
vein  of  the  superstitious,  and  was  pleased,  among 
other  fancies,  to  read  alone  in  her  chamber  by  a  taper 
fixed  in  a  candlestick  which  she  had  had  formed  out 
of  a,  human  skull.  One  night  this  strange  piece  of 
furniture  acquired  suddenly  the  poWer  of  locomotion, 
and,  after  performing  some  odd  circles  on  her  chim- 
ney-piece, fairly  leaped  on  the  floor,  and  continued  to 
roil  about  the  apartmenL  Mrs.  Swinton  calmly  pro- 
ceeded to  the  adjoining  room  for  another  light,  and 
had  the  satisfaction  to  penetrate  the  mystery  on  the 
spot.  Rats  abounded  in  the  ancient  building  she  in- 
habited, and  one  of  these  had  managed  to  ensconce 
itself  within  her  favourite  memento  mari.  Though 
thus  endowed  with  a  more  than  feminine  share  of 
nerve,  she  entertained  largely  that  beUef  in  supema- 
turals,  which  in  those  times  was  not  considered  as 
sitting  ungracefully  on  the  grave  and  aged  of  her  con- 
dition ;  and  the  stoiv  of  the  Magic  Mirror  was  on^ 
for  which  she  vouched  with  particular  confidence^ 
alleging  indeed  that  one  of  her  own  family  had  been 
an  eye-witness  of  the  incidents  recorded  in  it. 

"  1  tell  the  talc  as  it  waa  told  to  me." 

Stories  enow  of  much  the  same  cast  will  present 
themselves  to  the  recollection  of  such  of  my  readers 


as  have  ever  dabbled  m  a  species  of  lore  to  which  I 
certainly  gave  more  hours,  at  one  period  of  my  hfe, 
than  I  should  gain  any  credit  by  confessing. 
August^  1831. 


"Tlieraaretiinef 
When  Fuie7  plan  her  gaoabols,  io 
Even  of  our  watcbftol  aeiMea,  when  is  aooth 
Subataooe  wems  ihadow,  ihadow  subetaoce 


When  the  broad,  palpable,  and  mark'd  partitioA, 
Twixt  that  which  ia  and  w  not,  aeenu  diaaoHred, 
Ai  if  the  mental  eje  gain'd  power  to  case 
Beyond  ttie  limiti  of  the  existinr  world. 
Such  hoari  of  ibadowrdreami  I  better  love 
Than  all  the  froai  realltiaa  of  lifi>."->AicoBrniooaL 

,  Mt  Aunt  Mabgaset  was  one  of  that  respected 
sisterhood,  upon  whom  devolve  all  the  trouble  and 
solicitude  madental  to  the  possession  of  cnildreo,  ez' 
cepting  only  that  which  attends  their  entrance  into 
the  world.  We  were  a  large  family,  of  very  diffbcDC 
dispositions  and  constitutions.  Some  were  dull  and 
peevish— they  were  sent  to  Aunt  Margaret  to  be 
amused ;  some  were  rude,  romping,  and  boisterott»— 
they  were  sent  to  Aunt  Margaret  to  be  kept  quiet,  or 
rather,  that  their  noise  might  be  removed  out  of  bear- 
ing :  those  who  were  indisposed  were  sent  with  ths 
prospect  of  being  nursed— those  who  were  stubborn, 
with  the  hope  of  their  being  subdued  by  the  kindness 
of  Aunt  Margaret's  discu>mae ;  in  short,  she  had  all 
the  various  duties  of  a  mother,  without  the  credit  and 
dignity  of  the  maternal  character.  The  busy  scene  of 
her  various  cares  is  now  ovei^-of  the  invalids  and 
the  robust,  the  kind  and  the  rough,  the  peevish  and 
pleased  children,  who  thronged  her  little  parlour  from 
morning  to  night,  not  one  now  remains  alive  but  mv- 
self ;  who,  anucted  by  earfy  infirmity,  was  one  of  tnc 
most  delicate  of  her  nurselings,  yet,  neverthdess, 
have  outlived  them  alL 

It  is  still  my  custom,  and  shall  be  so  while  I  have 
the  use  of  my  limbs,  to  visit  my  respected  relation  aC 
least  three  times  a-week.  Her  abode  is  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  suburbs  of  the  town  in  which  I  reside ; 
and  is  accessible,  not  only  by  the  high-road,  from 
which  it  stands  at  some  distsnce,  but  by  means  of  a 
greensward  fiootpatli,  leading  through  some  pretty 
meadows.  I  have  so  little  Idt  to  torment  me  m  \j§t, 
that  it  is  one  of  my  greatest  vexations  to  know  that 
several  of  these  sequestered  fields  have  been  devoted 
as  sites  for  building.  In  that  which  is  nearest  the 
town,  wheelbarrows  have  been  at  work  for  sevcfal 
weeks  in  such  numbers,  that.  I  verilv  believe,  its 
whole  surface,  to  the  depth  of  at  least  eifmteen  incWs, 
was  mounted  in  these  monotrochs  at  tne  same  mo- 
ment, and  in  the  act  of  beinji;  transported  from  one 
place  to  another.  Huge  tnangular  piles  of  planks 
are  also  reared  in  diflerent  parts  of  the  devoted  mes- 
suage; and  a  little  group  of  trees,  that  still  grace  the 
eastern  end,  which  rises  in  a  gentle  ascent,  nave  iust 
received  warning  to  quit,  expressed  by  a  daub  of  white 
paint,  and  are  to  give  place  to  a  curious  grove  of 
chimneys. 

It  would,  perhaps,  hurt  others  in  my  situation  to 
reflect  that  this  little  range  of  pasturage  once  belong- 
ed to  my  father,  (whose  family  was  of  some  consider- 
ation in  the  world.)  and  was  sold  by  patches  to  remedy 
distresses  in  which  he  involved  himself  in  an  attempt 
by  commercial  adventure  to  redeem  his  diminimd 
fortune.  While  the  building  scheme  was  in  full  ope- 
ration, this  circumstance  was  often  pointed  out  to 
me  by  the  class  of  friends  who  are  anzioas  thst  no 
part  of  your  misfortunes  should  escape  your  obserrs- 
tion.  "  Such  pasture-ground !  —lying  at  the  very  town's 
end— in  turnips  and  potatoes,  the  parks  would  bring 
20  /.  per  acre,  and  if  leased  for  building-O,  it  was  a 
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gold  mine  t—And  all  Bold  for  an  old  song  out  of  the 
ancient  poasessor'B  haDds !"  My  comforters  cannot 
bnnc  me  to  repine  much  on  this  subject.  If  I  could 
be  allowed  to  look  back  on  the  past  without  interrup- 
i)o[i,  1  could  willinKly  give  up  the  enjoyment  of  pre- 
^:\i  income,  and  tne  nope  of  future  profit,  to  those 
who  hnve  purchased  what  my  father  sold.  I  regret 
Thf"  alteration  of  the  ground  only  because  it  destroys 
3-v-^:ation9,  and  I  would  more  willingly  (I  think) 
'«i>-  the  EarKs  Closes  in  the  hands  of  strangers,  retain- 
tnz  tiicir  sylvan  appearance,  than  know  them  for  my 
•vA-a,  if  toni  up  by  agriculture  or  covered  with  buim- 
i->;r^    Mine  are  tne  sensations  of  poor  I^iOgan : 

*'  The  horrid  plouth  hu  rmiwd  the  freen 

Wlierv  iret  ■  ctiild  I  itiay'd ; 
The  uc  has  fell'd  tlie  hawthorn  Kreen, 

The  nchooltior't  nunmcr  ihado.*' 

I  hope,  however,  the  threatened  devastation  will 
r.c!  he  consummated  in  my  day.  Although  the  adven- 
tcnjj?  spirit  of  times  a  short  while  since  passed  gave 
rji  \o  the  undertaking,  I  have  been  encouraged 
11  think,  that  the  subsequent  changes  have  so  ifar 
(i^LmjM^  the  «q>irit  of  speculation,  that  the  rest  of  the 
ii»Jiand  footpath  leading  to  Aunt  Margaret's  re- 
treat will  be  leii  undisturbed  for  her  time  and  mine. 
I  im  interrstod  in  this,  for  every  step  of  the  way, 
iftcT  I  have  passed  through  the  green  already  men- 
*.»ned,  has  lor  me  somcthmg  of  early  remembrance : 
-There  is  the  stile  at  which  I  can  recollect  a  cross 
child's  maid  upbraiding  me  with  my  infirmity,  as  she 
\JhKd  me  coarsely  and  carelessly  over  the  fiinty  steps, 
«brh  my  brothers  traversed  with  shout  and  bound. 
Irfroember  the  suppressed  bitterness  of  the  moment, 
t-hi,  oonscioufl  of  my  own  inferiority,  the  feeling  of 
fflTr  «^-ith  which  I  regarded  the  easy  movements 
UM  elastic  steps  of  my  more  happily  formed  brethren. 
Ills!  the^e  goodly  barks  have  all  perished  on  life's 
vid'.'  ocean,  and  only  that  which  seemed  so  little 
Mib-orthy,  as  the  naval  phrase  goes,  has  reached  the 
port  when  the  tempest  was  over.  Then  there  is  the 
pofil,  where,  mano*uvring  our  little  navy,  construct- 
in  nut  of  the  broad  water-flags,  my  elder  brother  fell 
n.  nnd  was*  scarce  saved  from  the  watery  element  to 
dv  utidcr  Nelson's  banner.  There  is  the  hazel  copse 
liw.  in  which  my  brother  Henry  used  to  gather  nuts, 
ifcmking  little  that  he  was  to  die  in  an  Indian  jungle 
in  J  rst  of  rupees. 

Tlif're  irf  so  much  more  of  remembrance  about  the 
li'Je  walk,  that— as  I  stop,  rest  on  my  crutch-headed 
eine,  and  look  round  witn  that  species  of  compari- 
K>n  between  the  thing  I  was  and  that  which  I  riow 
ui— it  almost  induces  me  to  doubt  my  own  identity  *, 
util  I  find  myself  in  face  of  the  honey-suckle  porch 
of  Aunt  Margaret's  dwelling,  with  its  im^ularity  of 
front,  and  its  odd  projecting  latticed  windows ;  where 
tht  workmen  seem  to  have  made  a  study  that  no 
iQp  of  them  should  resemble  another,  in  form,  size, 
or  in  the  old  fashioned  stone  entablature  and  labels 
vlii<  b  adorn  them.  This  tenement,  once  the  manor- 
honsR  of  Karl's  Closes,  we  still  retain  a  slight  hold 
Bp'in ;  ft)r,  in  some  family  arrangements,  it  had  been 
witled  upon  Aunt  Maigarct  during  the  term  of  her 
Lfe.  Upon  this  frail  tenure  depends,  in  a  great  mea- 
■uTr*.  the  last  shadow  of  the  family  of  Bothwcll  of 
Earl's  Closes,  and  their  last  slight  connexion  with 
th'ir  paternal  inheritance.  The  only  rer)resentative 
vill  tnen  be  an  infirm  old  man,  moving  not  unwill- 
ii^ty  to  the  grave,  which  has  devoured  all  that  were 
•kkrto  his  aflections. 

When  I  have  indulged  such  ihoui^hts  for  a  minute 
:rtwo,  I  enter  the  mansion,  which  is  said  to  have 
bevn  the  irstcliousc  only  of  the  original  building,  and 
fiikl  one  hcingr  on  whom  time  seems  to  have  made 
^r.ilfi  impression;  for  the  Aunt  Maigaret  of  to-day 
^rp  the  same  proportional  age  to  the  Aunt  Margaret 


*iar?  in  run  finning  one  in  the  opinion,  that  time  has 
••^•d  iitill  wi?h  Aunt  Margaret. 

The  brown  or  chocolate-coloured  silk  i;own,  with 
nt^tfn  of  the  same  stnfTat  the  ell>ow,  within  which 
Be  others  ^  Mcrhlin  lace— the  black  silk  gloves,  or 
niifi,  the  white  hair  combed  back  upon  a  roll,  and 


the  cap  of  spotless  cambric,  which  closes  around  the 
venerable  countenance,  as  they  were  not  the  costume 
of  1780,  so  neither  were  they  that  of  1826 ;  they  are  alto- 
gether a  style  peculiar  to  the  indi\'idual  Aunt  Mar- 
garet. There  she  still  sits,  as  she  sat  thirty  years 
since,  with  her  wheel  or  the  stocking,  which  she  works 
by  the  fire  in  winter,  and  by  the  wmdow  in  summer ; 
or,  perhaps,  venturmg  as  far  as  the  porch  in  an  un- 
usually fine  summer  evening.  Her  frame.  like  some 
well-constiiicted  piece  of  mechanics,  still  performs 
the  operations  for  which  it  had  seemed  destined ; 

going  its  round  with  an  activity  wliich  is  graduallv 
iminished,  yet  indicating  no  probability  that  it  will 
soon  come  to  a  period. 

The  solicitude  and  afiection  which  had  made  Aunt 
Margaret  the  willing  slave  to  the  inflictions  of  a 
whole  nursery,  have  now  for  their  object  the  health 
and  comfort  or  one  old  and  infirm  man ;  the  last  re- 
maining relative  of  her  family,  and  the  only  one  who 
can  still  find  interest  in  the  traditional  stores  which 
she  hoards;  as  some  miser  hides  the  gold  which  he 
desires  that  no  one  should  enjoy  after  his  death. 

My  conversation  with  Aunt  Margaret  generally  re- 
lates little  either  to  the  present  or  to  the  future  :  for 
tlic  passing  day  we  possess  as  much  as  we  require, 
and  we  neither  of  us  wish  for  more:  and  for  that 
which  is  to  follow  we  have  on  this  side  of  the  grave 
neither  hopes,  nor  fears,  nor  anxiety.  We  thcrcforo 
naturnllv  look  back  to  the  past ;  and  fui^t  the  pre- 
sent fallen  fortunes  and  declined  importance  of  our 
family,  in  recalling  the  hours  when  it  was  wealthy 
and  prosperous. 

With  this  slight  introduction,  the  reader  will  know 
as  much  of  Aunt  Margaret  and  her  nephew  as  is  ne- 
cessary to  comprehend  the  following  conversation 
and  narrative. 

Last  we(;k,  when,  late  in  a  summer  evening,  I  went 
to  call  on  the  old  lady  to  whom  my  reader  is  now  in- 
troduced, I  was  received  by  her  with  all  her  usual 
afi*ection  and  benignitv;  while,  at  the  same  time,  she 
seemed  abstracted  and  disposed  to  silence.  I  asked 
her  the  reason.  "They  have  been  clearing  out  the 
old  chupel,"  she  said ;  ^  John  Clayhudgcons  having, 
it  seems,  discovered  that  the  stuiT  within— being,  I 
suppose,  the  remains  of  our  ancestors — was  excellent 
for  top-dressing  the  meadows." 

Here  I  started  up  with  more  alacrity  than  I  have 
displayed  for  some  years ;  but  sat  down  while  my 
aunt  added,  laying  her  hand  upon  my  sleeve,  "  The 
chapel  has  been  long  considered  as  common  ground, 
my  dear,  and  used  tor  a  pt^nfold,  and  what  objection 
can  we  have  to  the  man  for  employing  what  is  his 
own.  to  his  own  profit  7  Besides,  I  did  speak  to  him, 
and  he  very  readily  and  civilly  promised,  that,  if  he 
found  bones  or  monuments,  they  should  be  earefullr 
re8iH>cted  and  reinstaltrd ;  and  wfint  more  could  I  askT 
So,  the  first  stone  they  found  bore  the  name  of  Mar- 
garet Rothwell,  1585.  and  I  have  caused  it  to  be  laid 
carefully  aside,  as  I  think  it  betokens  death  ;  and 
having  served  my  namesake  two  hundred  years,  it 
has  just  been  cast  up  in  time  to  do  me  the  same  good 
turn.  Mv  hou.^e  has  been  long  put  in  order,  as  far  as 
the  small  earthly  concerns  require  it,  but  who  shall 
say  that  their  account  with  Heaven  is  sufficiently  re- 
vised !" 

"  After  whot  you  have  said,  aunt,"  I  replied,  "  per- 
haps I  ought  to  take  my  hot  and  go  away,  and  so  1 
should,  but  that  there  is  on  this  occasion  a  little 
alloy  iningled  with  your  devotion.  To  think  of  death 
at  all  times  is  a  duty— to  suppose  it  nearer,  from  the 
finding  an  old  gravestone,  is  su|>erstition ;  and  von, 
with  your  strong  useful  common  sense,  which 
was  so  long  the  prop  of  a  fallen  family,  are  the  lost 
person  whom  I  should  have  suspected  of  such 
weakness." 

"  Neither  would  I  deserve  your  suspicions,  kins- 
man," answered  Aunt  Ma^caret.  "if  we  were  si)eak- 
ing  of  any  incident  occurring  in  the  actual  bumness  of 
human  life.  But  for  all  this,  I  have  a  sense  of  super- 
stition about  me,  which  I  do  not  wish  to  part  with. 
It  is  a  f(;eling  which  separates  mo  from  this  age,  and 
links  me  with  that  to  which  I  am  hastening:  and 
even  when  it  siH;ms,  as  now,  to  lead  me  to  the  brink 
of  the  grave,  and  bkls  me  gaze  on  it,  I  do  not  love 
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that  it  ahould  be  dispelled.  It  eootbeB  my  imagina- 
tion, without  influencing  mv  reason  or  conduct^ 

"  I  profess,  my  good  lady, '  rq>lied  I,  "  that  had  any 
one  but  you  made  such  a  declaration,  I  should  have 
thought  It  as  capricious  as  that  of  the  clergyman,  who, 
without  vindicating  his  false  reading,  prefened,  fit>m 
habit's  sake:  his  old  Mumpsimus  to  the  modem 
Sumpeimus. ' 

"  Well,"  answered  my  aunt,  "I  must  explain  my 
inconsistency  in  this  particular,  by,  comparing  it  to 
another.  I  am,  as  you  knoiKi^  a  piece  of  that  old- 
fashioned  thing  called  a  Jacobite ;  but  I  am  so  in  sen- 
timent and  feeUng  only ;  for  a  more  loval  subject 
never  joined  in  prayers  for  the  health  ana  wealth  of 
George  the  Fourth,  whom  God  long  preserve !  But  I 
dare  say  that  kind-hearted  sovereign  would  not  deem 
that  an  oki  woman  did  him  much  ii^ury,  if  she  leaned 
bark  in  her  arm-chair,  just  in  such  a  twilight  as  this, 
and  thought  of  the  high-mettled-men^  whose  senae  of 
duty  called  them  to  arras  against  his  grandfather; 
and  how,  in  a  cause  which  they  deemed  that  of  their 
rightful  prince  and  country, 

'Th«y  fovfht  till  their  hand  to  the  brosdnrord  waa  doed, 
Tbey  fougfat  afainst  fortune  with  hearta  ananbdiied.'^ 

Do  not  come  at  such  a  moment,  when  my  head  is 
full  of  plaids,  pibrochs,  and  claymores,  and  ask  my 
reason  to  adnut  what.  I  am  afraid,  it  cannot  dmy — 
I  mean,  that  the  public  advantage  peremptorily  de- 
manded, that  these  things  should  cease  to  exist.  I 
cannot,  indeed,  refuse  to  allow  the  justice  of  your  rea- 
soning {  but  veL  being  convinced  ssainst  my  will,  you 
will  gam  little  hy  your  motion.  You  might  as  well 
read  to  an  infatuated  lover  the  catalogue  of  his  mis- 
tress's imperfections ;  for,  when  he  has  1n«i  compel- 
led to  listen  to  the  summary,  you  will  only  get  fbr  an- 
swer, that, '  he  lo'es  her  a'  the  better.' " 

I  was  not  sorry  to  have  changed  the  gloomy  train 
of  Aunt  Mamret's  thoughts^  and  replied  in  the  same 
ton&  "  Well,  I  can't  help  beins^  persuaded  that  our 
good  King  IB  the  more  sure  of  Mrs.  Bothwell's  loyal 
afiection,  that  he  has  the  Smart  light  of  birth,  as  well  | 
as  the  Act  of  Succession,  in  his  favour." 

"  Perhaps,  my  attachment,  were  its  source  of  con- 
seouenoe,  might  be  found  warmer  for  the  union  of  the 
rifpts  you  mention,"  said  Aunt  Margaret ;" but,  upon 
my  word,  it  would  be  as  sincere  if  the  King's  r^dit 
were  founded  only  on  the  will  of  the  nation,  as  de- 
clared at  the  Revolution.  I  am  none  of  your  jure  di- 
vino  folks." 

"And  a  Jacobite  notwithstanding." 
, "  And  a  Jacobite  notwithstanding ;  or  rather,,  I  will 
flive  you  leave  to  call  me  one  of  the Jparty,  which,  in 
(tueen  Anne's  time,  were  called  WhiriMieala  t  be- 
cause they  were  sometimes  operated  upon  bv  feelings, 
sometimes  by  principle.  Afler  all,  it  is  very  nard  that 
you  will  not  allow  an  old  woman  to  be,  as  inconsist- 
ent in  her  political  sentiments,  as  mankind  in  general 
show  themselves  in,  all  the  various  courses  of  life ; 
since  you  cannot  point  out  one  of  them,  in  which  the 
passions  and  prejudices  of  those  who  pursue  it  are  not 
perpetually  carrymg  us  away  from  the  path  which  our 
reason  pomts  out." 

"  Tnie,  aunt ;  but  ydu  are  a  wilful  wanderer,  who 
should  be  ibrcod  back  into  the  ri(^t  path." 

"  Spare  me.  I  entreat  you,"  repTieoAunt  Margaret. 
"You  remember  the  Gaelic  song,  though  I  dare  say 
I  mispronounce  the  words— 

*  Hatil  nrahatil.  m  dowrici  mL' 
'  I  am  adeep,  do  aot  wak«i  bm.* 

I  tell  you,  kinsman,  that  the  sort  of  waking  dreams 
which  tiry  imagination  spins  out,  in  what  your  ih- 
vourite  Wordsworth  calls  *  moods  of  my  own  mind,' 
are  worth  all  the  rest  of  mv  more  active  days.  Then, 
instead  of  looking  forwaras,  as  I  did  in  youth,  ana 
forming  for  myself  fairy  palaces,  upon  the  verge  of 
the  grave,  I  turn  my  eyes  bsckwaid  upon  the  days  and 
manners  of  my  better  time ;  and  the  sad,  yet  soot- 
ing recollections  come  so  close  and  interestinj^  that 
I  almost  think  it  sacrilege  to  be  wiser  or  more  rational, 
or  less  prejudiced,  than  those  to  whom  I  looked  up  in 
my  youncer  years." 

*  _ij*'u  '  "^^  understand  what  you meaiL*'  I  an- 
swered, **  and  can  comprehend  why  you  should  occa- 


sbnally  prefer  the  twilight  of  illaaion  to  the  steady 
lifi^t  of  reason." 

"  Where  there  is  n,o  task,"  she  rejoined,  "  to  be  per* 
formed,  we  may  ait  in  the  daik  if  we  like  it— if  we  go 
to  work,  we  must  ring  for  candles." 

"  And  anudst  such  diadowy  and  doubtful  Ught," 
continued  I,  "  imsgination  frames  her  enchantea  sad 
enchanting  visions,  and  sometimes  passes  them  upon 
the  senses  for  reality." 

"Yes,"  saki  Aunt  Margaret,  who  is  a  well-resd 

woman,  "  to  those  who  resemole  the  translator  of 

Tasso, 

'  Pivrailiiiff  poet,  whoae  imdoabtinf  Bind 
Believed  the  mafic  wooderi  which  ne  nnf.* 


It  is  not  required  for  this  purpose  that  you  should  be 
sensible  of  the  painful  horrbrs  which  an  actual  belief 
in  such  prodigies  inflicts— such  a  belief  now-a-days, 
belongs  only  to  fools  and  children.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary that  your  ears  should  tingle,  and  your  complex* 
ion  changa  like  that  of  Theodore,  at  the  approach  of 
the  spectifal  huntsman.  All  that  is  indispensable  for 
the  enjoyment  of  the  milder  feeling  of  supematnral 
awe  is,  that  you  should  be  susceptible  of  the  alight 
shuddering  which  cre»s  over  you  when  you  hear  a 
tale  oi  terror— that  weO- vouched  tale  which  the  iiar» 
rator,  having  first  expressed  his  general  disbelief  of 
all  such  legendary  lore,  selects  and  produces,  as  ha- 
ving something  in  it  which  he  has  been  always  oblig- 
ed to  give  up  as  inexplicable.  Another  symptom  is, 
a  momentary  hesitation  to  look  round  you,  when  the 
interest  of  the  narrative  is  at  the  hie^best ;  and  the 
third,  a  desire  to  avoid  looking  into  a  mirrori  when 
you  are  alone,  in  your  chamber,  for  the  evenmg.  I 
mean  such  are  signs  which  indicate  the  crisia,  when 
a  female  imagination  is  in  due  temperature  to  enjoy 
a  ghost  story.  I  do  not  pretend  to  describe  those 
which  express  the  same  dispositbn  in  a  oentleman." 

"  That  last  symptom,  dear  aunt,  of  ahoimiiig  the 
minor,  seems  likely  to  oe  a  rare  occurrence  amoogpt 
the  fair  sex." 

"You  are  a  novice  in  toilet  fashwns.  my  dear 
sin.  AU  women  consult  the  lookins-glass  with  i 
ety  before  they  go  into  company ;  out  when  they .. 
turn  home,  the  mirror  has  not  the  same  charm.  Ilie 
die  has  been  cast— the  party,  has  been  sucoesaAil  or 
unsuccessful,  in  the  impression  which  she  desired  to 
make.  But,  without  ffoinff  deeper  into  the  mystetiet 
of  the  dressing-table,  I  wiU  tell  you  that  I  myaeUL  Iflce 
many  other  honest  folks,  do  not  like  to  see  the  blank 
black  front  of  a  large  mirror  in  a  room  dimly  Ughted, 
and  where  the  reflection  of  the  candle  seems  nthsr 
tn  lose  itself  in  the  deep  obscurity  of  the  glass,  than 
to  be  reflected  back  again  into  the  apartment.  "That 
space  of  inky  darkness  seems  to  be  a  field  for  Fancy 
to  play  her  revels  in.  She  may  call  up  other  fieatores 
to  meet  us,  instead  of  the  reflection  of  our  own ;  or, 
as  in  the  spells  of  Hallowe'en,  which  we  learned  in 
childhood,  some  unknown  form  may  be  seen  peeping 
over  our  shoulder.  In  short,  when  I  am  in  a  ghost- 
seeing  humour,  I  make  my  handmaiden  draw  Urn 
green  curtains  over  the  mirror,  before  I  go  into  the 
room,  so  that  she  may  have  the  first  shock  of  the  ap- 
parition, if  there  be  any  to  be,  seen.  But,  to  tell  yon 
the  truth,  this  dislike  to  look  into  a  mirror  in  partKa" 
lar  times  and  places^  has,  I  believe,  its  original  foun- 
dation in  a  story  which  came  to  me  by  tradition  from 
my  grandmother,  who  was  a  party  conoemad  in  tht 
scene  of  which  I  will  now  tell  you." 


CHAPTER  I. 

THC  MtaaoB. 

,  You  are  fond  (said  my  aunt)  of  sketches  of  the  so- 
ciety which  has  passed  away.  I  wish  I  could  deeeribe 
to  you  Sir  Philip  Forester,  the  "  changed  libertine'' 
of  Scottish  good  company,  about  the  end  of  the  last 
century.  I  never  saw  him  indeed;  but  my  mothei's 
traditions  were  full  of  his  wit,  gallantry,  and  dissipa- 
tion. This  gay  knight  flourished  about  the  end  of 
the  17th  and  beginning  of  the  18th  century.  He  was 
the  Sir  Charles  Easy  and  the  Lovelace  of  bis  day 
and  country:  renowned  for  the  number  of  duels  bis 
had  fought,  and  the  successful  intngues  which  he  had 
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earned  on.  The  supremacy  which  he  had  attained  in 
the  fashionable  wond  was  absolute ;  and  when  we 
oombine  it  with  one  or  two  anecdotes,  lor  which,  "  if 
laws  were  made  for  e^ery  degree,"  he  ouKht  certainly 
to  httve  been  hanged,  the  popularity  of  such  a  person 
really  serves  to  snow,  either  that  the  present  times 
are  much  more  decent,  if  not  more  virtuous,  than 
they  formerly  were;  or,  that  high  breeding  then  was 
of  more  difficult  attainment  than  that  which  is  now 
80  called;  and,  conset^uently.  entitled  the  successful 
professor  to  a  proportional  degree  of  plenary  indul- 
eeoces  and  privileges.  No  beau  of  this  day  could 
bave  borne  out  so  ugly  a  story  as  that  of  Pretty 
Peogy  Ghrindstone,  the  miller's  daughter  at  Siller- 
milis— it  had  weU-nkh  made  work  for  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate. But  it  hurt  Sir  Philip  Forester  no  more  than 
the  hail  hurts  the  hearthstone.  He  was  as  well  le- 
ctifed  in  society  as  ever,  and  dined  with  the  Duke  of 

A the  day  the  poor  girl  was  buried.    She  died 

of  heart-break.  But  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  my 
itonr. 

Now,  you  must  listen  to  a  single,  word  upon  kith, 
kin,  ana  ally ;  I  promise  you  I  will  not  be  prolix. 
But  it  is  necessary  to  the  authenticity  of  my  legend, 
tlitt  you  should  know  that  Sir  PhiUp  Forester,  with 
his  handsome  person,  elegant  accomplishments,  and 
fiuhwoable  manners,  married  the  younger  Miss  Fal- 
coner of  King's  Copland.  The  elder  sister  of  this 
ladf  had  previously  become  the  wife  of  my  ^andfa- 
ther.  Sir  QeoSrey  Bothwell,  and  brought  into  oar 
&mtly  a  good  fortune.  Miss  Jemima,  or  Miss  Jem- 
mie  Falconer,  as  she  was  usually  called,  had  also 
ibout  ten  thousand  pounds  sterUng—then  thought  a 
▼err  handsome  portion  indeed. 

Tbe  two  sisters  were  extremely  difierent.  though 
each  had  their  admirers  while  they  remained  single. 
Ladr  Bothwell  had  some  touch  of  the  old  King's- 
Copumd  blood  about  her.  She  was  bold,  though  not 
to  the  defjee  of  audacity :  ambitious,  ana  desirous  to 
raise  her  house  and  family ;  and  was,  as  has  been 
■aid,  a  considerable  spur  to  mygnmdfather,  who  was 
otherwise  an  indolent  man:  but  whom,  unless  he 
hu  been  slandered,  his  ladrs  influence  mvolved  in 
fome  poUtical  matters  which  had  been  more  wisely 
Mt  alone.  She  was  a  woman  of  high  principle,  how- 
ev«,  and  masculine  good  sense,  as  some  of  her  let- 
t«B  testify^hich  are  still  in  my  wainscot  cabinet. 

Jemmie  Falconer  was  the  reverse  of  her  sister  in 
ewy  respect.  Her  understanding  did  not  reach 
above  the  ordinary  pitch,  il^  indeed,  she  could  be  said 
to  have  attained  it.  Her  beauty,  while  it  lasted,  con- 
■ited,  in  a  great  measure,  of  delicacy  of  complexion 
•od  regulanty  of  features,  without  any  pecutiar  force 
of  expression.  Even  these  charms  faded  under  the 
rafienngs  attendant  on  an  ill-sorted  match.  She 
WIS  passionately  attached  to  her  husband,  by  whom 
ihs  was  treated  with  a  callous,  yet  polite  indinerence ; 
which,  to  one  whose  heart  was  as  tender  as  her  judg- 
ment was  weak,  was  more  painful  perhaps  than  ao- 
MHute  ill  usage.  Sir  PhiUp  was  a  voluptimry,  that  is, 
a  completely  selfish  egotist :  whose  disposition  and 
character  resembled  the  rapier  he  wore,  polished,  keen, 
and  brilliant,  but  inflexible  and  unpitying.  As  he  ob- 
Krved  carefully  all  the  usual  forms  towards  his  lady, 
he  had  the  art  to  deprive  her  even  of  the  compassion 
of  the  world ;  and  useless  and  unavailm^  as  that  may 
be  while  actually  possessed  by  the  sufierer,  it  is,  to  a 
nnnd  like  Lady  Forester's,  most  painful  to  know  she 
has  it  not 

Tbe  tattle  of  society  did  its  best  to  place  the  peccant 
husband  above  the  suffering  wife,  some  oilled  her  a 
poor  spiritless  thingi  and  declared,  that,  with  a  little 
other  sister's  spirit,  she  might  have  brought  to  reason 
toy  Sir  Philip  whatsoever,  were  it  the  termagant 
Palconbridge  nimself.  But  the  greater  part  of  tneir 
aoquBintance  affected  candour,  and  saw  faults  on 
both  sides  j  though,  in  fact,  ihere  only  existed  the  op- 
prasBor  and  the  oppressed.  Tlie  tone  of  sudi  critics 
was—"  To  be  sure,  no  one  will  justify  Sir  PhiUp 
Forester,  but  then  we  all  know  Sir  Phihp,  and  Jem- 
nue  Falconer  might  have  known  what  she  had  to 
expect  from  the  beginning.— What  made  her  set  her 
J*P  at  Sir  Philip?— He  would  never  have  looked  at 
oerif  she  had  not  thrown  herself  at  his  head,  with 


her  poor  ten  thousand  pounos.  I  am  sure,  if  it  is 
money  he  wanted,  she  spoiled  his  market.  I  know 
where  Sir  Philip  could  have  done  much  better.— And 
then,  if  she  teould  have  the  man,  could  not  she  try  to 
make  him  more  comfortable  at  home^  and  have  his 
friends  oftener,  and  not  plague  him  with  the  squalling 
children,  and  take  care  aD  was  handsome  and  in 
good  style  about  the  house?  I  declare  I  think  Sir 
Phihp  would  have  made  a  very  domestic  man,  with 
a  woman  who  knew  how  to  manage  him." 

Now  these  fair  critics,  in  raising  their  profound  edi- 
fice of  domestic  felicity,  did  not  recollect  that  the  cor- 
ner-stone was  wanting ;  and  that  to  receive  good 
company  with  good  cheer,  the  means  of  the  banquet 
ought  to  have  been  furnished  by  Sir  Philip :  whose 
income  (dilapidated  as  it  was)  was  not  equal  to  the 
display  of  the  hospitaUty  required,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  the  supply  of  the  good  knight's  menu»  plai^ 
Hra.  So,  in  spite  of  all  that  was  so  sagely  suggested 
by  female  friends.  Sir  Philip  carried  his  good-humour 
every  where  abroad,  and  left  at  home  a  sohtary  man- 
sion and  a  pining  spouse. 

At  length,  mconvenienced  in  his  money  afihirs,  and 
tired  even  of  the  short  time  which  he  spent  in  his 
own  duU  house,  Sir  Philip  Forester  determined  to 
take  a  trip  to  the  continent,  in  the  capacitv  of  a  vo- 
lunteer. It  was  then  common  for  men  of  rasluon  to 
do  so ;  and  our  knight  perhaps  was  of  opinion  that  a 
touch  of  the  military  character,  just  enough  to  exalt, 
but  not  render  pedantic,  his  cjualities  as  a  btau  gar- 
ment was  necessary  to  maintain  possessbn  of  the  ele- 
vated situation  which  he  held  in  the  ranks  of  fashion. 

Sir  Philip's  resolution  threw  his  wife  into  agonies 
of  terror ;  By  which  the  worthy  baronet  was  so  much 
annoved,  that,  contrary  to  his  wont,  he  took  some 
trouble  to  soothe  her  apprehensions ;  and  once  more 
brought  her  to  shed  tearsk  in  which  sorrow  was  not 
altogether  unmingled  with  pleasure.  Lady  Bothwell 
asked,  as  a  fevour.  Sir  Phibp's  permission  to  receive 
her  sister  and  her  fkmily  into  her  own  house  during 
his  absence  on  the  eontment.  Su*  Philip  readily  as- 
sented to  a  proposition  which  saved  expense,  silenced 
the  feoUsh  people  who  might  have  talked  of  a  de- 
serted wife  and  family,  and  gratified  Lady  Bothwell ; 
for  whom  he  felt  some  respect,  as  for  one  who  often 
S{M>ke  to  him,  always  with  freedom,  and  sometimes 
with  severity,  without  being  deterred  either  by  his 
nnllery,  or  the  prutige  of  his  reputation. 

A  day  or  two  before  Sir  Philip's  departure,  Lady 
Bothwell  took  the  liberty  of  asking  him.  in  her  sister's 

Eresence,  the  direct  question,  which  his  timid  wife 
ad  often  desired,  but  never  ventured,  to  put  to  him. 

'*  Pray,  Sir  Philip,  what  route  do  you  take  when 
you  reach  the  contmentl" 

"  I  go  fh}m  Leith  to  Helvoet  by  a  packet  with  ad- 
vices 

"  That  I  comprehend  perfectly,"  said  Lady  Both- 
well  dryly ;  "  but  you  do  not  mean  to  remain  long  at 
Helvoet,  I  presume,  and  I  should  like  to  know  what 
is  your  next  object  ?" 

"  You  ask  me,  my  dear  lady,'*  answered  Sh*  Phi- 
lip, **  a  question  which  I  have  not  dared  to  ask  my- 
self. The  answer  depends  on  the  fiite  of  war.  I 
shall  of  course,  go  to  head-quarters,  wherever  they 
may  happen  to  be  for  the  time :  deliver  my  letters  of 
introduction ;  learn  as  much  of  the  noble  art  of  war 
as  may  suffice  a  poor  interiopinfi;  amateur :  and  then 
take  a  glance  at  the  sort  of  thing  of  which  we  read 
so  much  in  the  (Hsette." 

"  And  I  trust,  Sir  Philip,"  saki  Lady  Bothwell, 
"  that  you  will  remember  that  you  are  a  husband  and 
a  father ;  and  that  though  you  think  fit  to  indulge 
this  military  fancy,  you  will  not  let  it  hurry  you  into 
dangers  which  it  is  certamly  unnecessary  for  any 
save  professional  persons  to  encounter?" 

"  Lady  Bothwell  does  me  too  much  honour,"  re- 
plied the  adventurous  knight,  "  in  regarding  such  a 
droumstanoe  with  the  sughtest  interest  But  to 
soothe  your  flattering  anxiety,  I  trust  your  ladyship 
will  recollect,  that  r  cannot  expose  to  haxard  the 
venerable  ana  paternal  character  which  you  so  obli- 
gingly recommend  to  my  protectk>ii,  without  putting 
m  some  peril  an  honest  fellow,  called  Philip  Forest- 
er, with  whom  I  have  kopt  company  for  thirty  yean. 
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and  with  whom,  thooffn  aome  foIkB  consider  him  a 
coxcomb,  I  have  not  the  least  desire  to  part." 

"  Wellf  Sir  Philip,  jou  are  the  best  judge  of  your 
ownafiairs:  I  have  uttle  right  to  interfere— you  are 
not  my  fauwand." 

"  God  forbid  !"--said  Sir  Philip  hastily:  instantly 
adding,  however,  "  God  forbid  that  I  should  deprive 
my  friend  Sir  Geoffrey  of  so  inestimable  a  treasure." 

^*But  you  are  my  sister's  husband,"  replied  the 
lady ;  "  and  I  suppose  you  are  aware  of  her  present 
distress  of  mind**^ 

"  If  hearing  of  nothing  else  from  mominff  to  night 
can  make  me  aware  of  it,"  said  Sir  Philip,  I  should 
know  something  of  the  matter." 

"  I  do  not  pretend  to  reply  to  your  wit.  Sir  Philip  " 
answered  Lady  fiothwell ;  but  you  must  be  sensible 
that  all  this  distress  is  on  account  of  apprehensions  for 
your  personal  safety." 

"  In  that  case,  I  am  sun>rised  that  Lady  Bothwell, 
at  least,  should  give  herself  so  much  trouble  upon  so 
inaknincant  a  subject." 

"  Aly  sister's  interest  may  account, for  my  being 
anxious  to  learn  something  of  Sir  Philip  Foresters 
motions ;  about  which  otherwise,  I  know  he  would 
not  wish  me  to  concern  myself:  I  have  a  brother's 
safety  too  to  be  anxious  for." 

"  You  mean  Major  Falconer,  your  brother  by  the 
mother's  side  :—What  can  he  possibly  have  to  do 
with  our  present  agreeable  conversation?" 

**  You  have  had  words  together.  Sir  Philip,"  said 
Lady  Bothwell. 

*'  Naturally :  we  are  connexions,"  replied  Sir  Philip. 
**  and  as  such  nave  always  had  the  usual  intercourse.'' 

"  That  is  an  evasion  of  the  subject,"  answered  the 
lady.  "  By  words,  I  mean  snsry  words,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  your  usaxe  of  your  wife:^^ 

"  If/^replied  Sir  Pmlip  Forester,  "  you  suppose  Ma- 
jor Falconer  simple  enough  to  intrude  his  advice  upon 
me.  Lady  Bothwell,  in  my  domestic  matters,  you  are 
indeed  warranted  in  believiiig  that  I  might  possibly  be 
80  far  displeased  with  the  interference,  as  to  request 
him  to  reserve  his  advice  till  it  was  asked." 

**  And  bcong  on  these  terms,  you  are  going  to  join 
the  very  army  in  which  my  brother  Falconer  is  now 
serving  1" 

"  No  man  knows  the  path  of  honour  better  than 
Miuor  Falconer,"  sssd  Sir  Fhilip.  "  An  aspirant  after 
fame,  like  me,  cannot  choose  a  better  guide  than  his 
footsteps." 

Lady  Bothwell  rose  and  went  to  the  window,  the 
teare  gushing  from  her  eyes. 

"  And  thisheartless  raillery,"  ahe  said,  "  is  all  the 
consideration  that  is  to  be  given  to  our  apprehensions 
of  a  quarrel  which  may  bring  on  the  most  terrible  con- 
sequences 1  Good€k>d!  ofwhat  can  men's  hearts  be 
made,  who  can  thus  dally  with  the  agony  of  otheraT' 

Sir  PhUip  Forester  was  moved :  he  laid  aside  the 
mocking  tone  in  which  he  had  hitherto  spoken. 

"  Dear  Lady  Bothwell,''  he  said,  taking  her  reluct- 
ant hand,  "  we  are  both  wrong  ^— you  are  too  deep- 
ly serious:  I,  perhaps,  too  little  so.  The  dispute  I 
had  with  Miijor  Falconer  was  of  no  earthly  conse- 
quence. Had  any  thing;  occurred  betwixt  us  that 
ought  to  have  been  settled  par  voU  du  faiL  as  we 
say  in  France,  neither  of  us  are  persons  that  are 
likely  to  postpone  such  a  meeting.  Permit  me  to  say, 
that  were  it  generally  known  that  you  or  my  Lady 
Forester  are  apprehttisive  of  such  a  catastrophe,  it 
might  be  the  very  means  of  bringing  about  what 
would  not  otherwise  be  hkely  to  happen.  I  know 
your  good  sense,  Lady  Bothwell,  and  that  you  will 
underetand  me  when  I  say,  that  really  my  anairs  re- 
quire my  absence  for  some  months : — this  Jemima 
cannot  underatand;  it  is  a  perpetual  recurrence  of 
questions,  why  can  yon  not  do  this,  or  that,  or  the 
third  thing;  and,  when  you  have  proved  to  her  that 
her  expedients  are  totally  ineffectual,  you  have  just  to 
begin  the  whole  round  sgam.  Now,  do  you  tell  her, 
dear  Lady  Bothwell,  that  wni  are  satisfied.  She  is, 
you  must  confess,  one  of  those  persons  with  whom 
authori^  goes  farther  than  reasoning.  Do  but  re- 
pose a  httle  confidence  in  me,  and  you  shall  see  how 
amply  I  will  repay  it" 

Lady  Bothwell  shook  her  head,  as  one  but  half 


satisfied.  "  How  difilcult  it  is  to  extend  confideaee, 
when  the  basis  on  ¥^iich  it  ought  to  rest  has  been 
so  inuch  shaken !  But  I  will  do  my  beet  to  nuke 
Jemima  easy ;  and  farther,  I  can  oiuy  say,  that  for 
keeping  your  present  purpose  I  hold  you  responsibte 
both  to  God  and  man." 

"  Do  not  fear  that  I  will  deceive  you."  said  Sir 
Philip ;  "  the  safest  conveyance  to  me  will  he  throudi 
the  general  post-office,  HdvoetsluyS)  where  I  wS\ 
take  care  to  leave  orders  for  forwarding  my  letters 
As  for  Falconer,  our  only  encounter  will  he  onx  a 
bottle  of  Burgundy ;  so  make  yourself  perfectly  easy 
on  his  score." 

Lady  Bothwell  could  tud  make  herself  easy;  yet 
she  was  sensible  that  her  sister  hurt  her  own  cause 
by  taking  on,  as  the  inaid-sarvants  call  it,  too  vehe^ 
mently;  and  by  showing  before  every  stranger,  by 
manner,  and  sometimes  by  words  also,  a  dissatislao- 
tion  with  her  husband's  journey,  that  was  sure  to 
come  to  his  ears,  and  equally  certain  to  dispkass 
him.  But  there  was  no  help  for  this  domestic  dis- 
sension, which  ended  only  with  the  day  of  separatioD. 

I  am  sorry  I  caimot  tell,  with  precision,  the  year  in 
which  Sir  Philip  Forester  went  over  to  Flanders; 
but  it  was  one  of  those  in  which  the  campaign  open- 
ed with  extraordinary  fury ;  and  many  bloody,  though 
indecisive,  skirmishes  were  fought  between  the  Frendi 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  Allies  on  the  other.  In  all 
our  modem  improvements,  there  sre  none^  perhaps, 
greater  than  in  the  accuracy  and  speed  with  which 
mtelligence  is  transmitted  from  any  scene  of  action 
to  those  in  this  country  whom  it  may  concern.  Dur- 
ing Marlborough's  campaigns,  the  su^rings  of  lbs 
many  who  hadrelations  in,  or  along  with,  ue  army, 
were  greatly  augmented  by  the  suspense  in  whiai 
they  were  detained  for  weeka,  after  they  had  heard  of 
bloody  battles,  in  which,  in  all  probability,  thoae  for 
whom  thdr  bosoms  throbbed  with  anxiety  had  been 
personally  engaged.  Amongst  those  who  were  most 
agonized  by  this  state  of  uncertainty  was  rhe--I  had 
almost  said  deserted—wife  of  the  gay  Sir  Philip  Fo- 
reater.  A  nngle  letter  had  informed  her  of  his  arrival 
on  the  continent— no  others  were  received.  One  no- 
tice occurred  in  the  newspapera,  in  which  volunteer 
Sir  Philip  Forester  was  mentioned  as  having  beoa 
intrusted  with  a  dangerous  reconnoissance,  wnieh  he 
had  .executed  with  the  greatest  courage,  dexterity, 
and  intelligence,  and  received  the  thanks  of  the  com- 
manding officer.  The  sense  of  his  having  aomiirsd 
distinction  brought  a  momentary  glow  into  the  lady's 
pale  cheek ;  but  it  was  instantly  loat  in  ashen  whiie- 
ness  at  the  recollection  of  his  danger.  After  thisi 
they  had  no  news  whatever,  neither  from  Sir  PhilA 
nor  even  from  their  brother  Falconer.  The  case  of 
Lady  Forester  was  not  indeed  different  frtxn  thf  t  of 
hundreds  in  the  same  situation ;  but  a  feeble  mind  ii 
necessarily  an  irritable  one,  ana  the  suspense  which 
some  bear  with  constitutional  indifference  or  philoso- 
phical resignation,  and  some  with  a  disposition  to  be- 
lieve and  nope  the  best,  was  intolerable  to  Lady  Fo- 
rester, at  once  solitary  and  sensitive^  low-spoited, 
and  devoid  of  strength  of  mind,  whether  natoral  or 
acquued. 


CHAPTER  II. 

As  she  received  no  forther  news  o(  Sir  Philip^  whe- 
ther directly  or  indirectly,  his  unfortunate  lady  began 
now  to  feel  a  sort  of  consolation,  even  in  thoae  care- 
less habits  which  had  so  often  given  her  pain.  **  He 
is  so  thoughtless,"  she  repeated  a  hundxed  times 
a-day  to  her  sister.  "  he  never  writes  when  things 
are  going  on  smoothly ;  it  is  his  way :  had  any  thing 
happened  he  would  have  informed  us." 

Lady  Bothwell  listened  to  her  sister  without  st- 
tempting  to  console  her.  Probably  she  might  be  oi 
opimon,  that  even  due  worat  intelligenoe  which  could 
be  received  from  Flanders  might  not  be  without 
some  touch  of  consolation ;  and  that  the  Dowwr 
Lady  Forester,  if  so  she  was  doomed  to  be  called, 
mimt  have  a  source  of  happiness  unknown  to  the  wife 
of  ue  gsyest  and  finest  gentleman  in  Scotland.  This 
conviction  became  stronger  as  they  learned  from  in- 
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ciiiriea  made  at  head-quar(cr&  that  Sir  Philip  was  no 
ionger  with  tho  army ;  though  wherher  he  had  been 
taken  ot  slain  in  some  of  those  skirmislios  which 
were  perptru.illy  occurring,  and  in  wliich  he  loved  to 
diitingniffh  hiinsmlf.  or  whether  he  had,  for  soinv  un- 
knuwii  rea;!on  or  cupricious  change  of  mind,  voiiin- 
larih.  lea  theiscrvice,  none  of  his*  countrymen  in  the 
camp  of  the  allies  could  form  even  a  conjecture. 
Mraniinif'  lus  creditors  at  home  became  clamorous, 
entered  into  potiscission  of  lu«  properly,  and  throatcn- 
rd  hi?  person,  should  he  be  rash  enough  to  return  to 
5^c)»'.-.:;i1.  These  additional  disadvantages  aggrava- 
!*.J  Lacly  Coiii Will's  ilis;''i:asure  against  t!ie  fugiti\e 
hiisbai:d ;  while  her  siettr  saw  nothing  in  any  of 
lb«ii,  Favi-  what  irndui  to  increase  her  grief  for  the 
ab3enci=«  of  him  whom  her  imagination  now  ri;pre- 
5eati=il,— a**  it  had  belbrc  marriage,— gallant,  gay,  and 
advciionate. 

Abtiut  this  period  there  appeareri  in  E^Jinburgh  a 
m.ui  oC  !*:u;;iilar  appearanrre  and  pretensions.  He 
VIS  roRinionly  called  the  Paduan  Doctor,  from  ha- 
rng  it-ccived  Wis  education  at  that  famous  univerriity. 
He  was  suppOiiAMi  to  pohfaess  si^nio  rare  recipts  in 
iQ^icmc,  with  whicli,  it  was  ajrirmcd,  ho  had 
vrrought  remarkable  cures.  But  thougli,  on  the  one 
hizvi,  the  phy&icians  of  Edinburgh  termed  him  an 
f  mpiric.  there  wtrre  many  persims,  and  among  them 
tomt  of  thu  clerg>\  who,  while  they  admitted  tho 
iralh  of  the  cures  and  the  force  of  his  remedies,  al- 
\iSBtd  that  Doctor  Bapiista  Daniiotti  made  use  of 
charms  and  unlawful  arts  in  order  to  obtain  success 
:a  hif  practice.  The  resorting  Ui  him  was  even  so- 
Uainly  preached  again &t.  as  a  seeking  of  iiealth  from 
doLs,  and  a  trusting  to  the  help  which  was  to  come 
from  £g)'pt.  But  ttic  protection  which  the  Paduan 
Doctor  received  from  some  friends  of  interest  and 
cooeequcncc,  enabled  him  to  set  these  imputations  at 
defiance,  and  to  assume,  even  in  the  city  of  Edin- 
b^iq^.  famed  as  it  was  for  abliorreuce  of  witches  and 
Rfcromanccrs,  the  dangerous  character  of  an  ex- 
Mundtrr  of  futurity.  It  was  at  length  rumoured,  that, 
fijr  a  certain  gratilicat ion,  v/hirh  of  course  was  not  an 
ioconsiderabJe  one,  Doctor  Baptista  Damiotti  could 
kII  the  fate  of  the  absent,  and  even  show  his  visiters 
the  personal  form  of  their  absent  friends,  and  the  ac- 
ton in  which  they  were  engaged  at  the  moment. 
T'iis  rumour  came  to  the  cars  ot  Lady  Forester,  who 
hui  rcachc^d  th:it  pitch  of  mental  agony  in  which  the 
fufitrer  will  do  any  thing,  or  endure  any  tiling,  that 
susfxui^ti  may  be  converted  into  certainty. 

Gentle  and  timid  in  most  cases,  her  state  of  mind 
made  her  equally  obstinate  and  reckless,  and  it  was 
with  no  nniall  surprise  and  alarm  that  her  sister. 
Lad/  Bothwell,  heard  her  express  a  resolutitm  to 
visi:  this  man  of  art,  and  learn  from  him  the  fate  of 
hir  husband.  L'ldy  Bothwell  remonstrated  on  the 
tmprobabUiCy  that  such  pretensions  as  those  of  this 
ioreigncr  could  be  fi itmdcd  in  any  thing  hut  imposture. 
'"  1  care  not,"  said  tho  deserted  wife,  "  what  degree 
of  ridicule  I  may  incur;  if  there  be  anyone  chance 
out  of%  hundred  that  I  may  obtain  some  certainty  of 
T&y'husbaud's  fate,  I  would  not  miss  that  chance  for 
wfaatrv.:-r  else  ill.*  world  can  offer  me." 

Lady  Bothwell  next  urged  the  unlawfulness  of  re- 
r-  jru:i:j  lo  f-ui.'h  soi'Tce.**  offorbidden  knowledge. 

'■  S,«:«  r,"  repln.^1  the  sufferer,  "he  who  is  living  of 
i-.r»£  cannot  /..frain  from  drinking  even  poisoned 
wa:er.  She  w!iu  s;ifilrs  under  suspense  must  seek 
:nformatio.'i.  even  were  the  powor.s  which  offer  it  uii- 
lisJIuwci  and  infernal.  I  go  to  kari  my  fate  alone ; 
and  ihif  v:;ry  tvening  will  I  know  it:  tho  sun  that 
r.M.*  i-:>-tn<jrTow  ^liall  find  me,  if  not  more  happy,  at 
IiiTiJ  more  resijjned." 

'•  Sister,"  said  Lndy  Bothwell.  "if  you  are  deter- 
ra.n-.d  V'lhjn  thi.**  wild  step,  you  shall  not  go  alone. 
If]  his  man  he  an  impostor,  you  maybe  too  much 
aslittted  by  your  fc^Dling.^  to  detect  his  villainy.  If, 
vfiich  I  cannot  bt^lievo,  there  bo  any  truth  in  what 
Ije  pret<.nds,  you  phall  not  be  expostxJ  alone  to  a 
ooni  mimical  ion  of  so  extraordinary  a  nature.  I  will 
pi  with  you,  if  indeed  you  determine  to  go.  But  yet 
TfvonsuleT  your  project,  and  renounce  inauiries 
which  rannot  be  prosecuted  without  guilt,  ana  per- 
Ups  'A'lthjut  danger." 
2  -M 


Lady  Forester  threw  herself  into  her  sister's  arms, 
and.  clasping  her  to  her  bosom,  tharikcd  her  a  hun- 
dred times  for  the  offer  of  her  company;  while  she 
declined  with  a  melancholy  gesture  the  friendly  ad- 
vice with  whicli  it  was  accompanied. 

When  thr  hour  of  twilight  arrive*!,— which  was  the 
period  when  the  Paduan  Doctor  was  understood  to 
receive  the  visits  of  thot»e  who  cume  lo  consult  with 
him, — the  two  ladies  left  their  anartments  in  the 
(\inongaie  of  Edinburgh^  having  their  dress  arrang- 
ed like  that  of  women  ot  an  interior  description,  and 
their  plaids  disposed  around  their  facts  as  they  were 
worn  hv  the  same  cla?.s;  for,  in  tho:?»;  days  of  aristo- 
cracy, the  quality  of  the  wearer  was  ge.iierally  indi- 
cated by  the  manner  in  w-hich  her  plaiil  was  dii^po- 
sed,  as  well  as  by  the  fineness  of  its  texture.  It  was 
Lady  Bothwell  who  had  suggested  this  speeits  of 
disgui.«>e,  partly  to  avoid  observation  as  they  sliould 
go  to  the  conjuror's  house,  and  partly  in  order  to 
inake  iiial  of  his  penetration,  by  appearing  before  him 
in  a  feigne<l  c;hanicter.  Lady  Forester's  etnant,  of 
tried  fidi.'lity,  had  b.^en  employed  by  her  to  propitiate 
the  Doctor  by  a  suitable  fee,  and  a  story  intimating 
that  a  soldier  s  wife  dcHred  to  know  the  falc  of  her 
hu.sbnnd:  a  subject  upon  whieh,  in  all  probabiHty, 
the  sage  was  very  fre^iuently  consulted. 

To  the  last  moment,  when  the  palace  clock  struck 
eight,  Lady  Bothwell  earnestly  watched  her  sister,  in 
hopes  that  she  might  retreat  from  her  rash  under- 
taking ;  but  as  mildness,  and  even  timidity,  iscaf)able 
at  times  of  vehement  and  fixed  purposes,  she  found 
Lady  Foiesirr  resolutely  unmoved  and  determined 
when  the  moment  of  departure  arrived.  Ill  satisfied 
with  the  expeditioii,  but  determined  not  lo  leave  her 
i?isler  at  such  a  crijjis.  Lady  Bothwell  accompanied 
Lady  Forester  through  more  than  one  obscure  street 
and  lanCi  the  servant  walking  bt^fore,  and  acting  as 
their  guide.  At  length  he  suddenlv  turiiLil  into  a 
narrow  court,  an^l  knocked  at  an  arched  door^  which 
seemed  to  belong  to  a  building  of  some  antiquity.  It 
open«l,  though  no  one  appeared  to  act  as  porter; 
and  the  servant  stepping  aside  from  the  entrance, 
motioned  the  ladies  to  enter.  They  had  no  sooner 
done  so,  than  it  shut,  and  excluded  theur  guide.  The 
two  ladies  found  themselves  in  a  small  vestibule, 
illuminated  by  a  dim  lamp,  and  having,  when  the 
(loor  was  clost^d,  no  communication  with  the  external 
light  or  air.  The  door  of  an  inner  apartment,  partly 
open,  was  at  the  further  side  of  the  vestibule. 

"  We  must  not  hesitate  now,  Jemima,"  said  Lady 
Bothwell,  and  walked  forwards  into  the  uiner  room, 
where,  surrounded  by  books,  maps,  philosophical 
utensils,  and  other  implements  of  peculiar  shape  and 
appearance,  they  found  the  mati  of  an. 

There  was  nothing  very  peculiar  in  the  Italian's  ap- 
pearance. He  had  the  dark  comnlexion  and  marked 
features  of  his  country,  seemed  about  fifty  years  old, 
and  was  handsomely,  but  plainly,  dressed  in  a  full 
suit  of  black  clothes,  which  was  then  the  universal 
costume  of  the  medical  profession.  Large  wax-lighls, 
in  silver  sconces,  illuminated  the  apartment,  which 
was  reasonably  furnishetl.  Ho  rose  as  the  ladies  en- 
tered; and,  notwithstanding  the  inferiority  of  their 
dn:ss,  received  them  with  the  marked  respect  due  to 
their  quality,  and  which  foreigners  are  usually  punc- 
tilious in  rendering  to  those  to  whom  such  honours 
are  due. 

Lady  Both  well  endeavoured  to  maintain  h«;r  pro- 
poHed  iu'jognito;  and,  as  the  Doctor  ushered  them 
to  the  upper  end  of  the  room,  made  a  nioiion  decli- 
ning his  courtesy,  as  unfitted  for  their  condition. 
"We  are  p«^or  people,  sir,"  uhe  said;  "only  my  sis- 
ter's distress  has  brought  us?  to  consult  your  worship 

whether" 

He  smiled  as  he  interrupted  her-  "  I  ain  aware, 
madam,  rjf  your  sister's  distress,  and  iis  cause ;  I  am 
aware,  alsi),  that  I  am  honoured  witii  a  visit  from  two 
ladies  of  the  highest  consi<leration-  Lady  Bothwell 
and  Lady  Forester.  If  I  could  not  distinguish  them 
from  the  clus:^  of  society  whieh  their  present  dress 
would  indicate,  there  would  be  small  jiossibility  of 
my  being  able  10  gratify  them  by  giving  the  informa- 
tion wliich  tliey  come  to  seek." 
"lean  easily  understand,"  ^^aid  LaJy  Bothwell • 
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"  Pardon  my  boldness  to  interrupt  you,  milady," 
cried  the  Italian;  "your  ladyship  was  about  to  say, 
tWat  you  could  easily  understand  that  I  had  got  pos- 
session of  your  names  by  means  of  your  domestic. 
But  in  thinkinp  so,  you  do  injustice  to  the  fideUty  of 
your  servant,  and,  1  may  add,  to  the  skill  of  one  who 
18  also  not  less  your  humble  servant— Baptista  Da- 
miotti." 

"I  have  no  intention  to  do  cither,  sir,"  said  Ladv 
Bothwell,  maintaining;  a  tone  of  composure,  thoiign 
somewhat  surprised,  hut  the  situation  is  something 
new  to  me.  If  you  know  who  we  are,  you  also  know, 
sir,  what  hrou^nt  us  here." 

"  Curiosity  to  know  the  fate  of  a  iScottish  gentle- 
man of  rank,  now,  or  lately,  upon  the  continent," 
answered  the  seer ;  "his  name  is  11  Cavaliero  Philip- 
po  Forester;  a  gentleman  who  has  the  honour  to  he 
nushnnd  to  this  lady,  and,  with  your  ladyship's  |»er- 
mission  for  using  plain  lan^iage,  the  misfortune  not 
to  value  as  it  deserves  that  inestimable  advantage." 

Ladv  Forester  sighed  deeply,  and  Lndy  Bothwell 
rei»liMf— 

"  Since  you  know  our  object  without  our  telhng  it, 
the  only  question  that  remains  is,  whether  you  have 
the  power  to  relieve  my  sister's  anxiety  ?" 


"I  have,  madam,"  answered  the  Paduan  scrholar; 
"  but  there  in  still  a  previous  inquiry.  Have  you  the 
courage  to  l)ehold  with  your  own  eyes  what  the  Ca- 
valiero Philippo  Forester  is  now  doing  ?  or  will  you 
take  it  on  my  report '?" 

"That  question  my  sister  must  answer  for  herself," 
said  Lady  Bothwell. 

"  With  my  own  eyes  will  I  endure  to  see  whatever 
yoti  have  power  to  show  me,"  said  Lady  Forester, 
with  the  same  determined  spirit  which  hau  stimulated 
he  r  since  her  resolution  was  taken  upon  the  subject. 

"There  may  he  danger  in  it." 

"If  gold  can  comi»eusate  the  risk,"  .said  Lady  Fo- 
restiT,  taking  out  her  pursc\ 

"I  do  not  such  things  for  the  purpose  of  gam,"  an- 
swereil  the  foreigner.  "  I  dare  not  turn  my  art  to 
such  a  purpose.  If  I  take  the  gold  of  the  wealthy,  it 
is  but  to  l)estow  it  on  the  poor  ;  nor  do  1  ever  accept 
more  than  the  £um  I  have  already  received  from  your 
servant.  Put  up  your  purse,  mudam  ;  an  adept  ne«ls 
not  your  gold." 

Lady  Bothwell,  conaidurin^  this  rejection  of  her 
sister's  offer  as  a  mere  trick  ot  an  empiric,  l()  induce 
her  to  pre.ss  a  larger  sum  upon  him,  and  willing  that 
the  scene  Hhould  be  rommeiiced  and  ended,  oflered 
some  gold  in  turn,  ol)s<,Tving  that  it  was  only  to  en- 
large the  sphere  of  his  charity. 

Let  Lady  B<ithwell  enlarge  the  sphere  of  her  own 
charity,"  said  the  Paduan.  "not  merely  in  gi\ingof 
alms,  III  which  I  know  she  is  not  deHcif-nt,  but  in 
judging  the  character  of  others ;  and  let  her  oblige 
Bapti<<ta  Damiotti  by  bt*lieving  him  honest,  till  sua 
sliall  discover  liini  to  be  a  knave.  Do  not  be  surpris- 
etl,  madam,  if  I  speak  in  answer  to  your  thoughts 
rathrr  than  your  ex|)resaions,  and  tell  me  once  more 
whether  you  have  courage  to  look  on  what  I  am  pre- 
pared to  show  ?" 

"1  own,  sir."  said  Lady  Bothwell,  "that  your  words 
strike  mewitn  some  srii*'  of  fear;  but  whatever  my 
sister  desires  to  witness,  I  will  not  shrink  from  wit- 
nessing along  with  her." 

"  JVay,  the  daiigtr  onlv  consists  in  the  risk  of  your 
resolution  failing  you.  The  sight  can  only  lust  for  the 
space  of  seven  minutes ;  and  should  you  interrupt  the 
vision  by  sneaking  a  single  word,  not  onlv  would  the 
charm  be  Drok<  n.  but  some  «1  anger  might  resujt  to 
the  spectators.  But  if  you  can  remain  steadily  silent 
for  the  seven  minutes,  your  curiosity  will  be  gratitied 
without  the  sli^^htcst  risk ;  and  tor  this  I  will  engage 
my  honour." 

Internally  Lady  Bothwell  thought  the  security  was 
hut  an  indinerent  ont^ ;  but  slie  suppressed  the  suspi- 
cion, as  if  she  had  believed  that  the  adept,  whose  dark 
features  wore  a  half-formed  smile,  could  in  reality  read 
even  her  moat  secret  reflections.  A  solemn  pause 
then  ensued,  until  Lady  Forester  gathered  courage 
enough  to  ni»ly  to  the  physician,  as  he  tennc<i  him- 
self, that  she  would  al)idc  with  firmness  and  si- 
lence the  sight  which  he  had  promised  to  exhibit  to 


them.  Upon  this,  he  made  them  a  low  obeisance, 
and  saying  he  went  to  prepare  matters  to  meet  their 
wish,  left  the  apartment.  The  two  sisters,  hand  in 
hand,  as  if  sc-eking  by  that  close  union  to  divert  any 
danger  which  migiit  threaten  them,  sat  down  on  two 
seats  in  immediate  contact  with  each  other :  Jemima 
seeking  support  in  the  manly  and  habitual  courage  ot 
Lady  Bothwell;  and  she,  on  the  other  hand,  more 
agitated  than  she  had  expected,  endeavouring  to 
fortify  herself  by  the  desperate  resolution  whicli  cir- 
cumstances had  forcc-d  her  sister  to  assume.  The 
one  perhaps  said  to  herself^  that  her  sister  never  fear- 
ed any  things  and  the  other  might  reflect,  that  what 
BO  feeole  a  minded  woman  as  Jemima  did  not  fear, 
could  not  properly  be  a  subiect  of  apprehension  to  a 
person  of  firmness  and  resolution  Uke  her  own. 

In  a  few  moments  the  thoughts  of  both  were  di- 
verted from  their  own  situation,  by  a  strain  of  miisir 
so  singularly  sweet  and  solemn,  tnat,  while  it  satin- 
ed calculatcfl  to  avert  or  dispel  any  feeling  unconnecT- 
cd  with  its  hannony.  increased,  at  the  same  time,  the 
solemn  excitation  vv'uich  the  preceding  interview  was 
calculated  to  produce.  The  music  was  that  of  some 
instrument  with  which  they  wen*  unacquainted;  but 
circumstances  afterwards  led  my  anct^stress  to  belit  ve 
that  it  was  that  of  the  harmonica,  which  she  heard 
at  a  much  later  period  in  life. 

When  these  heaven -bom  sounds  had  ceased,  a  door 
opened  in  the  upper  end  of  the  apartment,  and  ihcy 
saw  Damiotti.  standing  at  the  head  of  two  or  three 
steps,  sign  to  them  to  advance.    His  drr  ss  was  so 
different  from  that  which  he  had  worn  a  few  minut*« 
before,  that  they  could  hardly  recognise  him ;  and  the 
deadly  paleness  of  his  cpuntenanee,  and  a  certain 
stern  rigidity  of  muscles,  like  that  of  one  whose  inina 
is  made  up  to  some  strange  and  daring  action,  had 
totally  chamjc-d  the  somewhat  sarcastic  expressien 
with  which  he  had  previously  reirardcd  them  lK)th, 
and  particularly  Lady  Bothwell.    He  was  harefo()ted, 
executing  a  species  of  sandals  in  the  antique  fashion ; 
his  legs  were  nskcd beneath  the  knees;  above  tbein 
he  wore  hose,  and  a  doublet  of  dark  crimson  nlk 
close  to  his  body ;  and  over  that  a  flowing  loose  whe, 
something   resembling   a   surplice,  of  sn»)w-whiU; 
linen  :  liis  throat  and  neck  were  uncovered,  and  his 
long,  straight,  black  hair  was  carefully  combed  doviH 
at  full  length. 

As  the  ladies  approached  at  his  bidding,  he  showni 
no  gesture  of  that  ceremonious  courtesy  of  which  Ijp 
had  been  formerly  lavish.  On  the  contjarj,  he  mmv- 
the  signal  of  advance  with  an  air  of  command ;  and 
when,  arm  in  arm,  and  with  insecure  steps,  the  sisters 
approacli(:d  the  spot  where  ho  sttKnl,  it  was  with  a 
warning  frown  that  he  pr(;ssed  his  flnger  to  his  lip«, 
as  if  reiterating  his  condition  of  absolute  silence, 
while,  stalking  before  them,  he  led  the  way  into  the 
next  apartment. 

This  was  a  large  room,  hung  with  blacki  as  if  for 
a  funeral.  At  the  upper  end  was  a  table,  or  rather  a 
speiues  of  altar,  covered  with  the  same  lugiibrioixs 
colour^  on  which  lay  divers  objects  resembling  the 
usual  implements  ot  sorcery.  These  objects  were 
not  indeed  visible  as  they  advanced  into  the  apart- 
ment ;  for  the  light  which  displayed  them,  beuigonly 
that  of  two  expiring  lamps,  was  extremely  faint. 
The  master— to  use  the  Italian  phrase  for  rerstmsof 
this  deseriptioii-  approached  the  upficr  end  of  the 
room,  wth  a  genuflexion  like  that  of  a  Catholic  to  the 
crucifix,  and  at  the  same  time  crotsstid  himself.  The 
ladies  foUowtil  in  silence,  and  arm  in  arm.  Two  or 
three  h»w  broad  steps  letl  to  a  platfonn  in  front  of 
the  altar,  (»r  what  resembled  such.  Here  the  sags 
look  his  stand,  niulplacetl  the  ladies  beside  him,  oner 
more  earneaitly  repeating  by  signs  his  injunctions  of 
silenee.  Tlu>  Italian  then,  extending  his  bare  arm 
from  under  his  linen  vestment,  pointed  with  his  fore- 
finger to  five  large  flambeaux,  or  torches,  placed  on 
each  side  of  the  altar.  They  took  fire  successively  at 
the  approach  of  his  hand,  or  rathesr  of  his  finger,  and 
spretul  a  strong  light  through  the  room.  Bv  this  the 
vi.sitcrs  eould  discern  that,  on  the  seeniinf^  nltar,  ^tte 
(ii.«posed  (wo  nak(-d  swords  laid  crosswise;  a  larse 
open  book,  which  they  conceived  to  b»e  a  copv  of  the 
Holy  .Scriptures,  but  in  a  language  to  ihem  uiiKnon-n ; 
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niKl  bende  this  msraterious  volume  was  placed  a  hu- 
man *Wv\\.  But  what  struck  the  sisters  iiio^t  wms  n 
\'rry  tall  and  broad  mirror,  which  occupied  nil  the 
»pa'co  behind  the  altar,  and«  illumined  by  the  lij^^htt-d 
lorchi-s  rtrflected  the  mysterious  articles  which  were 
laid  upon  it. 

Tlie  mast«;r  then  placed  himself  betwet*n  the  two 
ladies,  and.  pointiuK  to  the  mirror,  took  (*ach  by  tln' 
hand,  but  without  speaking  a  syllable^  Thev  gazed 
intently  on  the  poUtihed  and  sable  space  to  which  he 
L.a:i  (hrectr-d  their  attention.  Suddenly  the  surface 
assumed  a  new  and  sin;<ulnr  appearance.  It  no 
I'nsrr  amply  Tefleeir<l  the  objects  placed  Infore  it, 
t'-.i',  u&  if  it  had  s<.'lf-conlainei1  si-enery  of  its  own, 
t-tij-KTis  besnn  to  app^-nr  within  it,  at  first  in  a  (lis- 
<in:^r!y,  indistinct,  niid  miscellaneous  manner,  like 
[.iri.'i  arranging  itself  out  of  chaos;  at  lena^ih,  in  dis- 
T  not  and  defined  sha(>c  and  synnnetrv.  It  was  thus 
!.i^t,  ai'lcr  some  shifting  of  li^iht  and  dark nes.>i  over 
liif  face  of  the  wonderful  glass,  a  long  perspective  oi 
.1^-lles  and  columns  bei^an  to  arrange  iis^df  on  its 
s»iti*.  and  a  vaulted  roof  on  the  upper  part  of  it;  till, 
h{U'T  many  oscUlations,  the  whole  visutn  ^incd  a 
Ti.it'd  ami  stationary  appearance,  representing  the  in- 
U'rior  wf  a  for»^i;n  cnurcli.  The  pillars  were  stau-ly, 
■uid  hung  wjh  scutcheons;  the  archns  were  lofty 
ini  niagnifir-t-nt :  the  H^ior  was  lettered  with  funeral 
;nS'::n[itions.  lUxt  there  were  no  si.'parate  shrines,  no 
irnd^t!«,  no  display  of  chalice  ornrucitix  on  the  altar. 
1:  *a.SL  then-fore,  a  Proiustant  church  upon  the  con- 
;:in!iit.  A  cleiifynian,  dn-ssed  in  the  Geneva  gown 
iod  :iand,  stixvi  by  the  communion-table,  and,  with 
(iit;  Bible  opened  before  him,  and  his  clerk  awaiting 
ill  the  b.tck -ground,  seemed  prepared  to  pertbrm 
*i)nif  service  of  the  «:hurch  to  which  he  lielongetl. 

.\t  lenuili^  there  entered  the  middle  aisle  of  the 
Vjildin:*  a  numerous  party,  which  appeared  to  be  a 
.^rjJal  oni\  as  a  lady  and  gentleman  walked  first, 
fisnd  in  hand,  followed  by  a  large  concourse  of  per- 
H)ns  of  both  SL'xes,  gayly,  nay  richly,  attired.  The 
':-nde,  whose  featun?s  they  ctiuld  distinctly  S(.«,  seein- 
*-i  ikfi  more  thaii  sixteen  years  old,  and  extremely 
iyajtil'ul.  The  bridegn>om,  for  some  seconds,  moved 
Tdih^r  with  his  shoulder  towanls  them,  and  his  face 
;:v«-rtcd  ;  but  his  t-Ie^ar.c?  of  furm  and  sti;p  struck  the 
y.«Trrs  at  once  with  the  same  apprehension.  As  he 
r-;m«nl  his  face  suddenly,  it  was  frightfully  realized, 
and  rhey  saw,  in  the  gay  bridegroom  before  them, 
Sj  Philii*  Forester.  His  wife  uttered  an  imperfect 
iXil&niation,  at  the  sound  of  wliicli  the  whole  scene 
•iiirred  and  seemed  to  st^parate. 

"  I  c«.iiitii  compare  it  to  nothing,'*  said  Lady  Both- 
writ,  while  recounting  the  wonderful  tale,  ''but  to 
ih^  diiipersion  of  the  reflection  offered  by  a  deep  and 
ralm  pord,  when  a  stone  is  suddenly  east  into  it,  and 
the  Knadows  become  dissipated  and  broken."  The 
rii^ter  preswd  both  the  ladies*  hands  severely,  as  if 
■  I  nmiiid  them  of  their  promise,  and  of  the  danger 
»hich  they  incurred.  The  exclamation  died  away 
on  Lady  foresters  tongue,  without  attaining  perfect 
attrrancf,  and  the  scene  in  the  glass,  after  the  fluc- 
tuitnn  of  a  minute,  again  resumed  to  the  eye  its  for- 
inrn-  Bpijcarance  of  a  real  scene,  existing  within  the 
mirror,  as  if  represented  in  a  picture,  save  that  the 
fitfun-rf  were  moveable  instead  of  l)eiiig  stationary. 

The  representation  of  Sir  Philip  Foixvstur,  now  dis- 
ruictly  vjsibli-  in  form  and  feature  was  seen  to  lead 
on  towards  the  clergyman  that  beautiful  girl,  who 
advancer]  at  once  with  diffidence,  and  with  a  spec*ics 
'jf  affecii'inate  pride.  In  the  meantime,  and  just  as 
:»:  clergyman  had  arranged  the  bridal  company  be- 
fore him.  and  sc'ined  aboiit  to  commence  the  service, 
mother  group  of  jiersons,  of  whom  two  or  thre*^ 
were  offioers,  ontercd  the  church.  Tlicy  moved,  at 
first,  forward,  as  though  they  came  to  witness  the 
tflnlal  ceremony,  but  sucldenly  one  of  the  oflTicers. 
whoK  back  was  towards  the  spectators,  detached 
himiielf  from  his  companions,  and  rushed  nastily  to- 
wards the  niarnnj^  party,  when  the  whole  of  inein 
turned  towards  him,  as  if  attracted  by  some  excla- 
tnaiiftD  which  had  accompanied  his  advance.  Sud- 
denly the  mt ruder  drew  his  sword ;  the  bridegro«>m 
luifliiesthed  his  own,  and  made  towunls  him  :  swonls 
w^.-  also  drawn  by  other  individuals,  both  of  the 


marriagti  party,  and  of  those  who  had  last  entered. 
They  foil  mto  a  sort  of  confusion,  the  clergyman,  and 
some  elder  and  graver  persons,  labouring  apparently 
to  keep  the  |>eace,  whde  the  hotter  spirits  on  l>otn 
sides  brandished  their  weapons.  But  now,  tlic  pe- 
ri(Kl  of  the  brief  sjiacr  during  which  the  sooth.sayer, 
as  he  pretended,  was  permitted  to  exhibit  his  art.  was 
arrived.  The  fumes  again  inixtHi  together,  and  dis- 
solvetl  gradually  from  ol>s*Tvntion ;  the  vaults  and 
columns  of  the  church  rolUnl  asunder,  and  disappear- 
ed ;  and  thr  front  of  the  mirror  retlfcied  nothing  save 
the  blazing  torches,  and  the  melancholy  apparatus 
plartii  on  the  altar  rir  tnblc»  before  it. 

The  doctor  ltd  the  ladies,  who  creatly  refjuired  his 
support,  into  the  apartment  from  vvlu>ncv  they  came ; 
where  wine,  ess^.-nrrs,  and  oth«T  means  f>f  restoring 
suspendt*'!  animation,  had  been  provided  during  his 
ahsen«*e.  He  motioned  them  to  chairs,  which  they 
occupied  in  silen<.u ;  Ladv  Forest<>r,  in  particular, 
wringing  her  hands,  and  casting  lur  e>-es  up  to 
heaven,  but  without  speaking  a  word,  as  if  the  spell 
had  betm  still  l>efore  her  eyes. 

I' And  what  we  have  seen  is  even  now  acting?" 
said  Laily  Both  well,  collsTting  herself  with  diffi- 
culty. 

"I'hat,"  answerwl  Hapii.«ta  I)an)iotti,  "I  cannot 
Justly,  or  with  certaintv.  *»:«y.  But  it  is  either  now 
acting,  or  has  been  i\v\u\.  dining  a  short  space  Iwfore 
this.  It  is  the  last  reni.iiknhle  transaction  in  which 
the  Cavalier  Forester  has  been  engageil.'' 

Lady  Bothwell  then  expressed  anxiety  concerning 
her  sister,  whost^  altt-rwl  countenance,  and  apparent 
imconsciousness  of  what  passrd  around  her,  excited 
her  apprehensions  how  it  might  be  possible  to  con- 
vey her  luune. 

"I  have  prcpareJ  for  that,"  answered  the  a<h'pt; 
"  I  have  directed  the  servant  to  bring  your  erpiipage 
as  near  to  this  place  as  the  narrowness  of  the  street 
will  permit.  Fvtir  not  for  your  sister;  but  give  her. 
when  you  return  home,  this  comiiosing  draught,  and 
she  wdl  be  l»etter  to-nn>rrow  inorning.  Few,"  he 
ad(b?d,  in  a  melancholy  tone,  "leave  mis  house  as 
wi.ll  in  health  as  th»;y  entered  it.  Such  being  the 
consequence  of  striking  knowledge  by  mysterious 
means,  I  leave  you  to  judge  the  condition  of  those 
who  have  the  power  of  gratifying  such  irregular 
curiosity.    Farewell,  and  forget  not  the  pt»tion. 

['  I  will  give  her  nothing  that  comes  from  you," 
said  Lady  Uothwell ;  "I  have  seen  enough  of  your 
art  already.  Perhaps  you  would  noison  us  both  to 
conceal  your  own  necromancy.  But  we  are  persons 
who  want  neither  the  means  of  niaking  pur  wronga 
known,  nor  the  assistance  of  friends  to  right  them." 

"  You  have  had  no  wrongs  from  me,  madam,  "  said 
the  adept.  "You  sought  one  who  is  little  grateful 
for  such  honoin'.  He  seeks  no  one,  and  only  gives 
resrK)ns*'fl  to  those  who  invito  and  call  upon  him. 
After  all,  you  have  but  learned  a  little  sooner  the  evil 
which  you  nmst  still  be  doomed  to  etidure.  I  hear 
your  servant's  step  at  the  door,  and  will  detain  your 
ladyship  and  Lady  Forester  no  longer.  The  next 
pacKetfrom  the  continent  will  explain  what  you  have 
already  partly  witnessed.  Let  it  not,  if  I  may  advise, 
pass  too  suddenly  into  your  sister's  liands." 

So  saying,  he  Bid  Lady  Bothwell  go<Ki-night.  She 
went,  lighted  by  the  adept,  to  tlie  vestibule,  where  he 
hastily  threw  a  black  cloak  over  his  singidar  dress, 
and  oi>ening  the  door,  intrusted  his  visiters  to  the 
care  of  the  servant.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  Lady 
Bothwell  sustained  her  sister  to  the  carriage,  though 
it  was  oidy  twenty  steps  distant.  "When  they  arrived 
at  houu',  Lady  Forester  required  medical  assistance. 
The  physician  of  the  family  attended,  and  shook  his 
head  on  fiicling  her  pulse. 

"  Here  has  been,''  he  said,  "a  violent  and  sudden 
shock  on  the  nerves.  I  must  know  how  it  has  hap- 
pene<l."  .  .     ,    . 

Lady  Bothwell  admitttnl  they  had  visited  the  con- 
jurer, and  that  Lady  F'orcstr  r  had  received  some  bad 
news  respecting  her  husband,  Sir  Philip. 

"That  rascally  quark   would  rnake  my  fortune 

were  he  to  slay  in  Kditdmrgh,"  said  the  graduate; 

"  this  is  the  si.'venth  nervous  case  I  haveheanl  of  his 

I  making  for  me,  and  all  by  effect  of  terror."  He  next 
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examined  the  composing  draught  which  Lady  Both- 
well  had  unconsciously  brought  in  her  hand,  tasted 
it,  and  pronounced  it  very  germain  to  the  matter,  and 
what  would  save  an  application  to  the  apothecary. 
He  then  paused,  and  looking  at  Lady  Botnwell  very 
siznificantiy.  at  length  ndded,  "I  supposol  must  not 
ask  vour  ladyship  any  thing  about  this  Italian  war- 
lock 8  nroccodings '?" 

"Indeed,  Docior,''  answered  Lady  Bothwcll,  "I 
consider  what  passed  as  confidential;  and  though 
the  man  may  bo  n  rogue,  yet,  as  we  were  fools 
enough  to  consult  hhii,  we  should,  I  think,  be  honest 
enough  to  keep  his  counsel." 

''Maybe  a  knavi — conu*,"  paid  tlie  Doctor,  "lam 
glad  to  hear  your  ladyship  allows  such  a  possibihty  in 
any  thing  that  comes  from  Italy." 

*  What  comes  from  Italy  may  he  as  good  as  what 
comes  from  Hanover,  Doctor.  But  you  and  I  wll 
.remain  fiO'xl  frionds,  and  that  it  may  be  so,  we  will 
sav  nothing  of  Whii?  and  Tory." 

"Not  I,"  Slid  the  Doctor,  receiving  his  fee,  and 
taking  his  hat ;  "  a  Carolus  serves  my  purpose  as  well 
as  a  Willielinus.  But  I  should  like  to  Know  why 
old  Lady  Saint  Uingan's,  and  all  that  set,  go  about 
w^a-^timr  ihtir  decayed  lungs  in  puffing  this  foreign 
fellow." 

"Ay— you  had  best  set  him  down  a  Jesuit,  as 
Scrub  says."    On  thejo  terms  they  partfd. 

The  poor  patient— whose  nerves,  from  an  extra- 
ordinary state  of  tension,  had  at  length  become  rc- 
laxefl  m  as  extraordinary  a  dejiree— continued  to 
struggle  with  a  sort  of  imbeciirty.  the  growth  of 
superstitious  terror,  when  the  shocking  tidings  were 
brought  from  Holland,  which  fulfilled  even  her 
wor;<t  expectations. 

They  were  sent  by  the  celebrated  Earl  of  Stair, 
and  cuntninetl  the  iiielancholv  event  of  a  duel  be- 
twixt Sir  Philip  Forester,  and  nis  wife's  half-brother. 
Captain  Falconer,  of  the  Scotch-Dutch,  as  they 
were  then  called,  in  which  thclaitor  had  been  killed. 
Tlie  r.awsp  of  quarrel  rendered  the  incident  still  more 
shocking.  It  seemed  that  Sir  Philip  had  left  the 
army  suddenly,  in  consequence  of  being  unable  to 
pay  a  very  considerable  sum,  which  he  had  lost  to 
another  volunieor  at  nlay.  He  had  changed  his 
name,  and  taken  up  nis  residence  at  Rotterdam, 
where  he  had  in?inufiiH<i  himself  in  to  the  good  puces 
of  an  ancient  and  rich  burgomaster,  and,  hy  his 
hand7>oiue  pers.>n  and  uraccful  manners,  captivated 
the  affetuions  of  his  only  child,  a  very  yming  person,  of 
Kreat  beauty,  njni  thf  heiress  of  much  wealth.  De- 
Iighteil  with  the  sp^-'.-ious  attractions  of  his  proposed 
son-in-law,  the  wtaiihy  merchant— whose  idea  of  the 
British  character  was  too  high  to  admit  of  his  taking 
any  precaution  to  acquire  evidence  of  his  condition 
and  circumstajices— gave  his  consent  to  the  mar- 
riage. It  was  about  to  bo  celebrated  in  the  principal 
church  of  the  city,  when  it  was  internipted  by  a  sin- 
gular occurrence. 

Captain  Falconer  having  been  detached  to  Rot- 
tenlam  to  bring  up  a  part  of  the  brigade  of  Scottish 
auxiliaries,  who  where  in  quarters  tner&  a  person  of 
consideration  in  the  town,  to  v/hom  he  had  been 
formerly  known,  proposed  to  him  for  amusement  to 
go  to  the  high  church,  to  see  a  countryman  of  his  own 
married  to  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  burgomaster. 
Captain  Falconer  went  accordingly,  accompanied  by 
his  Dutch  acquaintance,  with  a  partv  of  his  friends, 
and  two  or  tlinx;  officers  of  the  Scotcn  brigade.  His 
astonishment  may  be  conceived  when  he  saw  his 
own  brother-in-law,  a  married  man,  on  the  point  of 
leading  to  the  altar  the  innocent  and  beautiful  crea- 
ture, upon  whorn  he  was  about  to  practise  a  base  and 
unmanly  deceit.  He  proclaimed  his  villany  on 
the  spot,  and  the  marriage  was  interrupted  of  course. 
But  against  the  opinion  of  more  thinking  men,  who 
cousiderod  Sir  Philip  Forester  as  having  thrown 
himself  out  of  the  rank  of  men  of  honour,  Captain 
Falconer  admitted  him  to  the  pri^HIege  of  such,  ac- 
ccpt'xl  a  challenge  from  him,  and  in  the  rencounter 
received  a  mortal  wound.  Such  are  the  ways  of 
Heaven,  mysterious  in  our  eyes.  Lady  Forester 
never  recovered  the  shock  of  this  dismal  intelli- 
gciioe. 


"  And  did  this  tragedy,"  said  I.  "  take  place  ezietlj 
at  the  time  when  the  scene  in  the  mirror  was  exhi- 
bited r 

"  It  is  hard  to  be  obliged  to  maim  one*B  stonr," 
answered  my  aunt;  "but,  to  speak  the  truth,  it  hap- 
pened some  days  sooner  than  the  apparition  was  ex- 
hibited." 

"  And  so  there  remained  a  possibility,"  said  I, 
"  that  by  some  secret  and  Ri>eedy  communication 
the  artist  might  have  received  early  intelligence  of 
that  incident." 

"  The  incredulous  pretendcil  so,"  replied  my  aunt 

"  What  became  of  the  adept  ?"  demanded  I. 

"  Why,  a  warrant  ramc  down  shortly  afterwords  to 
arrest  him  for  hi'jh-trmson,  as  an  agent  of  the 
Chevalier  St.  Geor?^- ;  ;jid  Lady  Both welL  recollect- 
ing the  hints  whieii  luid  escaped  the  Doctor,  ao 
ardent  friend  of  the  Protestant  succession,  did  then 
call  to  remembrance,  that  this  man  was  chiefly  prow 
among  the  ancient  matrons  of  her  own  political  per- 
suasiiih.  It  certainly  seemed  probable  that  intelligence 
from  the  continent,  which  could  easily  liave  been 
transmitted  by  an  active  and  i»owerful  agent,  might 
have  enabled  him  to  prepare  such  a  scene  of  phan- 
tasmagoria as  she  had  herself  witnessed.  Yet  there 
were  so  many  difficulties  in  assigning  a  natural  ex- 
planation, that,  to  the  day  of  her  death,  she  remained 
in  great  doubt  on  the  suDJect,  and  much  diftposed  to 
cut  the  Gordian  knot,  by  admitting  the  existenceof 
supernatural  agency." 

'But,  my  dear  aunt,"  said  I,  "what  became  of 
the  man  of  skill?" 

"  Oh,  he  was  too  good  a  formne-teller  not  to  be 
able  to  foresee  that  his  own  destiny  would  be  traginl 
if  he  waited  the  arrival  of  the  man  with  the  niver 
greyhound  upon  his  sleeve.  He  made,  as  we  say,  a 
moonlight  flitting,  and  was  nowhere  to  be  seen  or 
heard  of.  Somi.'  noise  there  was  about  papers  or  let- 
ters found  in  the  house,  but  it  died  away,  and  I>octor 
Baptista  Damiotti  was  soon  as  little  talked  of  as  Ga- 
len or  Hippocrates." 

"  And  Sir  Philip  Forester,"  said  I,  "  did  he  too  va- 
nish for  ever  from  the  public  scene  ?" 

"  \o,"  replied  my  kind  informer.  "  He  was  heaitl 
of  once  more,  and  it  was  upon  a  remarkable  occaeioiL 
It  is  said  that  we  Scots,  when  there  was  such  a  na- 
tion in  existence,  have,  among  our  full  peck  of  virtues, 
one  or  two  little  barleycorns  of  vice.  In  particular, 
it  is  alleged  that  we  rarely  forgive,  and  never  forftet. 
any  injuries  received ;  that  we  used  to  make  an  kIm 
of  our  resentment,  as  poor  La(ly  Constance  did  i£ 
her  grief;  and  are  addicted,  as  Bums  says,  to  'nur- 
sing our  wrath  to  keep  it  warm.'  Lady  Botnwell  was 
not  without  this  feeling;  and,  I  believe,  nothing  what- 
ever, scarce  the  restoration  of  the  Stewart  line,  could 
have  happened  so  delicious  to  her  feelings  as  an  m>- 
portunity  of  being  revenged  oil  Sir  Philip  Forester  for 
the  deep  and  double  injury  which  had  deprived  her  of 
a  sister  and  of  a  brother.  But  nothing  of  him  was 
heard  or  known  till  manv  a  year  had  passed  away." 

At  length— it  was  on  a  l*'astem*s  E'en  (Shrovetide) 
assembly,  at  which  the  whole  fashion  of  Edinburgh 
attended,  full  and  frequent,  and  when  LadyBothwell 
had  a  seat  amongst  the  lady  patronesses,  that  one  of 
the  attendants  on  the  company  whispered  into  her 
ear,  that  a  gentleman  wished  to  speak  with  her  in 
private. 

"  In  private  ?  and  in  an  assembly  room  1 — ^he  must 
be  mad— tell  him  to  call  upon  me  to-morrow  mom- 
inc." 

I  said  so,  my  lady,"  answered  the  man,  "  but  h« 
desired  me  to  give  you  this  paper." 

She  undid  the  billet,  which  was  curiously  folded 
and  sealed.  1 1  only  bore  the  words,  '*  On  busineu  ^ 
l{fe  and  death"  written  in  a  hand  which  she  had 
never  seen  before.  Suddenly  it  occurred  to  her  that 
it  might  concern  the  safety  of  some  of  her  pc^tical 
friends ;  she  therefore  folloHTd  the  messenger  to  ■ 
small  apartment  where  the  refreshments  were  pre- 
pared, and  from  which  the  general  comoany  Was  ex- 
cluded. She  found  an  old  man,  who  at  her  appioadi 
rose  up  and  bowed  profoundly.  His  appearance  in- 
dicated a  broken  constitution,  and  his  areas,  though 
sedulously  rendered  confonning  to  the  etiqoetle  ofa 
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bali-ioom,  was  worn  and  tamiflhed,  and  hang  in 
folds  about  his  emaciated  person.  Lady  Bothwell 
was  about  to  feel  for  her  purse,  expecting  to  get  rid  of 
the  supplicant  at  the  expense  of  a  little  money,  but 
some  fear  of  a  mistake  arrested  her  purpose.  She 
tber^re  gave  the  man  leisure  to  explam  himself. 

"I  have  the  honour  to  speak  with  the  Lady  Both- 
relir 

"I  am  Lady  Bothwell ;  allow  me  to  say  that  this 
is  no  time  or  place  for  long  explanations.— What  are 
your  commands  witli  me  r ' 

"  Your  ladyship,"  said  the  old  man,  *'  had  once  a 
sister." 

"True ;  whom  I  loved  as  my  own  soul." 

"And  a  brother." 

"The  bravest,  the  kindest,  the  most  affection- 
ate 1"— said  Lady  Bothwell. 

"Both  these  beloved  relatives  you  lost  by  the 
iault  of  an  unfortunate  man,"  continued  the  strangjer. 

"By  the  crime  of  an  unnatural,  bloody-minded 
murderer,"  said  the  lady. 

"I  am  answered,"  replied  the  old  man,  bowing  as 
if  to  withdraw. 

"Stop,  sir,  I  command  you,"  said  Lady  Both  well.— 
"Who  are  you,  that,  at  such  a  place  and  time,  come 
to  recall  these  homble  recollections'?  I  insist  upon 
knowing." 

"  I  am  one  who  intends  Lady  Bothwell  no  injury; 
bat,  on  the  contrary,  to  oficr  her  the  means  of  doing 
a  deed  of  Christian  charity,  which  the  world  would 
wonder  at,  and  which  Heaven  would  reward ;  but  I 
find  her  in  no  temper  for  such  a  sacrifice  as  I  was  pre- 
paied  to  ask." 

"  Speak  out,  sir ;  what  is  your  meaning,"  said  Lady 
Borhwell. 

**  rhe  wretch  that  has  wronged  you  so  deeplj^," 
rejoined  the  stranger, "  is  now  on  his  death-bed.  His 
days  have  been  days  of  misery,  his  nights  have  been 
tleepless  hours  of  anguish— yet  he  cannot  die  without 
your  forgiveness.  His  life  has  been  an  unremitting 
penance— yet  he  dares  not  part  from  his  burden  while 
your  curses  load  his  soul." 

"Tell  him,"  said  Lady  Bothwell  sternly,  "  to  ask 
pardon  of  that  Being  whom  he  has  so  greatly  offend- 
ed ;  not  of  an  erring  mortal  like  himself.  What  could 
my  forgiveness  avail  him?" 

'  Much."  answered  the  old  man.  "It  will  be  an 
omest  Qt  that  which  he  may  then  venture  to  ask 
nom  his  Creator,  lady,  and  from  yours.  Remember, 
Lady  Bothwell,  you  too  have  a  death-bed  to  look 
forward  to ;  your  soul  may,  all  human  souls  must, 
feel  the  awe  of  focing  the  judgment-seat,  with  the 
wounds  of  an  untented  conscience,  raw  and  rankling 
;^wfaat  thought  would  it  be  then  that  should  whisper, 
:  have  given  no  mercy,  how  then  shall  I  ask  itT  " 
Man,  whosoever  tnotr  mayst  be,"  replied  Lady 


Bothwell,  "  uree  me  not  so  cruelly.  It  would  be  bat 
bla^hemous  hypocrisy  to  utter  with  my  lips  the 
words  which  every  throb  of  my  heart  protests 
against.  They  would  open  the  earth  and  give  to 
light  the  wasted  form  of  niy  sister— the  bloody  form 
of  my  murdered  brother— Forgive  him  ?— Never,  ne- 
ver I'^' 

"Great  God  !"  cried  the  old  man,  holding  up  his 
hands,  "  is  it  thus  the  worms  which  thou  hast  called 
out  of  dust  obey  the  commands  of  their  Maker  1  Pare- 
well,  proud  and  unforgiving  woman.  Exult  that 
thou  hast  added  to  a  death  in  want  and  pain  the 
agonies  of  religious  despair ;  but  never  again  mock 
Heaven  by  petitioning  for  the  pardon  which  thou 
hast  refused  to  grant." 

He  was  turning  from  her. 

"  Stop,"  she  exclaimed;  "I  will  try;  yes,  I  will  try 
to  pardon  him." 

Gracious  lady,"  said  the  okl  man,  "  you  will  re- 
lieve the  over-burdened  soul  which  dare  not  sever 
itself  from  its  sinftil  companion  of  earth  without  be- 
ing at  peace  with  you.  what  do  I  know— your  for- 
giveness may  perhaps  preserve  for  penitence  the  dregs 
of  a  wretched  life." 

"  Ha  t"  said  the  lady,  as  a  sudden  light  broke  on 
her,  "  it  is  the  villain  hunself !"  And  grasping  Sir  Phi- 
lip Forester— for  it  was  he,  and  no  othei^-by  the  col- 
lar, she  raised  a  cry  of  **  Murder,  murder !  seize  the 
murderer  I" 

At  an  exclamation  so  singular,  in  such  a  place, 
the  company  thronged  into  the  apartment,  but  Sir 
Philip  Forester  was  no  longer  there.  He  had  forci- 
bly extricated  himself  from  Lady  Bothwell's  hold, 
and  had  run  out  of  the  apartment  which  opened  on 
the  landing-place  of  the  stair.  There  seemed  no 
escape  in  that  direction,  for  there  were  several  per- 
sons coming  up  the  steps,  and  others  descend- 
ing. But  the  unfortunate  man  was  desperate.  He 
threw  himself  over  the  balustrade,  and  alighted  safe- 
ly in  the  lobby,  though  a  leap  of  fifteen  feet  at  least, 
then  dashed  mto  the  street,  and  was  lost  in  dark- 
ness. Some  of  the  Bothwell  family  made  pursuit, 
and  had  titey  come  up  with  the  fugitive  they  might 
have  perhaps  slain  him ;  for  in  tnose  days  men's 
blood  ran  warm  in  their  veins.  But  the  police  did 
not  interfere ;  the  matter  most  criminal  having  hap- 
pened long  since,  and  in  a  foreign  land.  Indeed  it  was 
always  thought  that  this  extraordinary  scene  oiiaina- 
ted  in  a~  hypocritical  experiment,  by  which  Sir  Pnilip 
desired  to  ascertain  whether  he  might  return  to  his 
native  country  in  safety  from  the  resentment  of  a 
family  which  he  had  injured  so  deeply.  As  the  re- 
sult tell  out  so  contrary  to  his  wishes,  ne  is  believed 
to  have  returned  to  the  continent,  and  there  died  in 
exile.  So  closed  the  tale  of  the  MTsrsaiotrs  Mia- 
aoa. 


THE  TAPESTRIED  CHAMBER; 

OR,  THE  LADY  IN  THE  SACaUE. 


This  is  another  little  story,  from  the  Keepsake  of 
{^  It  was  told  to  me  many  years  ago,  by  the  late 
Miss  Anna  Seward,  who,  among  other  accomplish- 
iQsots  that  rendered  her  an  amusing  inmate  in^a 
country  house,  had  that  of  recounting  narratives  of 
to  sort  with  very  considerable  effect ;  much  greater, 
indeed,  than  any  one  would  be  apt  toguess  from  the 
wyle  of  her  written  performances.  There  are  hours 
gd  moods  when  most  people  arc  not  displeased  to 
Ittten  to  such  things ;  and  I  have  heard  some  of  the 
fT^test  and  wisest  of  my  contemporaries  take  their 
*haie  m  telling  them.  August^  1831. 


Tsr  following  narrative  is  given  from  the  pen,  so 
'V  is  memory  permits,  in  the  same  character  in 


which  it  was  presented  to  the  author's  ear;  nor  has 
he  claim  to  farther  praise,  or  to  be  more  deeply  cen- 
sured, than  in  proportion  to  the  good  or  bad  judg- 
ment which  he  has  employed  iti  selecting  his  ma- 
terials, as  he  has  studiously  avoided  any  attemot  at 
ornament  which  might  interfere  with  the  simplicity 
of  the  tale. 

At  the  same  time  it  must  be  admitted,  that  the  par- 
ticular class  of  stories  which  turns  on  the  marvellous, 
possesses  a  stronger  influence  when  told,  than  when 
committed  to  print.  The  volume  taken  up  at  noon- 
day, though  rehearsing  the  same  incidents,  conveys 
a  much  more  feeble  impression,  than  is  achieved  by 
the  voice  of  the  speaker  on  a  circle  of  fireskle  auditors^ 
who  hang  upon  the  narrative  as  the  narrator  details 
the  minute  incidents  which  serve  to  give  it  authen- 
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ticitjr,  and  lowers  his  voice  with  an  affectation  of 
mystery  while  he  approaches  the  fearful  and  wonder- 
ful part.  It  was  with  such  advantages  that  the  pre- 
sent writer  heard  the  following  events  related  more 
than  twenty  years  since,  by  the  celebrated  Miss 
Seward,  of  Litchfield,  who,  to  her  numerous  accom- 
phshments,  add*'d.  in  a  remarkable  depn^it'ithe  power 
of  narrative  in  private  conversation.  In  its  present 
form  the  tale  must  necessarily  lose  all  the  interest 
which  was  attached  to  it,  by  the  flexible  voice  and 
intelligent  features  of  the  gifted  narrator.  Yet  still, 
read  aloud,  to  nn  undoubting  audience  by  the  doubt- 
ful liclit  of  the  closing  evening,  or,  in  silence,  by  a 
decaying  taper,  and  amidst  the  solitude  of  a  half-  | 
lighted  apartment,  it  may  nnleem  its  character  as  a  I 
good  ghost-slorv.  Miss  ^^l.'w;lrll  alwnyn  atlirmed 
tnat  she  had  derived  her  information  from  an  aiitb.en- 
lic  source,  although  hIic  suppressed  the  names  of  the 
two  persons  cliiefly  concerned.  I  will  not  avail  my- 
self of  any  luirticulars  I  may  have  since  received  con- 
rerning  the  localities  of  the  detail,  but  suffer  them  to 
rest  under  the  same  general  descnptiun  in  which  they 
were  first  related  to  me;  and,  for  the  Rnine  reason,  I 
will  not  add  to,  or  diminish  the  narrative,  by  any  cir- 
cumstance, whether  more  or  less  material,  but  sim- 
ply rehearse,  as  I  heard  it,  a  story  of  supernatural 
terror. 

About  the  end  of  the  American  war,  when  the 
officers  of  Lord  Coriiwallis'a  army,  which  surrender- 
ed at  Yorktown,  and  others,  who  had  been  made 
prisoners  during  the  impolitic  and  ill-fated  contro- 
versy, were  returning  to  their  own  country,  to  relate 
their  adventures,  and  repose  themselves  aHer  their 
fatigues ;  there  was  amongst  them  a  general  officer, 
to  whom  Miss  S.  gave  the  name  of  Browne,  but 
merely,  as  I  understood,  to  save  the  inconvenience 
of  introducing  a  nameless  agent  in  the  narrative. 
He  was  an  oilRcer  of  merit,  as  well  as  a  gentleman  of 
high  consideration  for  fainijy  and  attainments. 

Some  business  had  carriini  General  Browne  upon 
a  tour  through  the  western  counties,  wheri,  in  the 
conclusion  of  a  morning  stnge,  he  found  himself  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  small  country  town,  which  present- 
ed a  scene  of  uncommon  beauty,  and  of  a  character 
peculiarly  English. 

The  little  town,  with  its  stately  old  church,  whose 
tower  bore  tcrftimony  to  the  devotion  of  ages  long 
past,  lay  amidst  pastures  and  corn-fields  of  small 
extent,  but  bounded  and  divided  with  hi'dgerow  tim- 
ber of  great  age  and  size.  There  were  few  marks  of 
modern  improvement.  The  environs  of  the  place 
intimated  neither  the  solitude  of  di-cuy,  nor  the  bustle 
of  novelty ;  the  houses  were  old,  hut  in  good  repair ; 
and  the  beautiful  little  river  murmured  freely  on  its 
way  to  the  left  of  the  town,  neither  restrained  by  a 
dam,  nor  bordered  by  a  towing-path. 

Upon  a  gentle  eminence,  nearly  a  mile  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  town,  were  seen,  amongst  many  vene- 
rable oaks  and  tangled  thickets,  the  turrets  of  a  cas- 
tle, as  old  as  the  wars  of  York  and  Lancaster,  but 
which  seem«^  to  have  received  imoortant  alterations 
during  the  age  of  Elizabeth  and  ner  successor.  It 
had  not  been  a  place  of  great  size ;  but  whatever 
accommodation  it  formerly  afforded,  was,  it  must  be 
supposed,  still  to  be  obtained  within  its  walls;  at 
least,  such  was  the  inference  which  General  Browne 
drew  from  observing  tlie  smoke  arise  merrily  from 
several  of  the  ancient  wreathed  and  carved  chimney- 
stalks.  The  wall  of  the  park  ran  alongside  of  the 
highway  for  two  or  three  hundred  yanls ;  and  through 
the  different  points  by  which  the  eye  found  glimpses 
into  the  woodland  .sc<^nery,  it  scemwl  to  be  well  stock- 
ed. Other  points  of  view  opened  in  Buci.>cssion ;  now 
a  full  one,  of  the  front  of  the  old  castle,  and  now  a 
aide  glimpse  at  its  particular  towers ;  the  former  rich 
in  all  the  bizarrerie  of  the  Elizabethan  school,  while 
the  simple  and  solid  strength  of  other  parts  of  the 
building  seemed  to  show  that  they  had  oeen  rais«l 
more  for  defence  than  ostentation. 

Delighted  with  the  partial  glimpses  which  he  ob- 
tained of  the  castle  through  the  woods  and  glades  by 
which  this  ancient  feudal  fortress  was  Burroundod, 
our  mihtary  traveller  was  determined  to  inquire 
whether  it  might  not  deserve  a  nearer  view,  and 


whether  it  contained  family  pictures  or  other  ohiects 
of  curiosity  worthy  of  a  stranger's  visit ;  wnen- 
leaving  the  vicinity  of  the  park,  he  rolled  ihrough  a 
clean  and  well-paved  street,  and  stopped  at  the  dooi 
of  a  well-freouented  inn. 

Before  ordering  horses  to  proceed  on  hia  journey. 
General  Browne  made  inquiries  concerning  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  chateau  which  had  po  attracted  his 
admiration ;  and  was  equally  suipriscd  and  pleased 
at  hearinir  in  reply  a  nobleman  named,  whom  we 
shall  call  liord  Wuodville.  How  fortunate!  Mnch 
of  Browne's  early  recollections,  both  at  school  and 
at  college,  had  bnn  coiinecti=d  with  young  Wood- 
ville,  whom,  by  a  few  questions,  he  now  ascertained 
to  be  the  sanu^  with  the  owner  of  this  fair  domain. 
He  had  been  raised  to  ihe  p^-erage  by  the  decease  of 
his  father  a  few  months  before,  and,  as  the  General 
lenmi-d  from  the  landl(»nl,  the  term  of  mourning 
being  ended,  was  now  taking  {)osf«ssion  of  his  pater- 
nal estate,  in  the  jovial  season  of  merry  uuminn, 
accomi)aiiied  by  a  select  party  of  friends  to  enjoy  tht 
sports  of  a  country  famous  for  game. 

This  was  (h-lightful  news  to  our  traveller.  Frank 
Woodville  had  been  Richard  Browne's  fag  at  Etoii, 
and  his  chosen  intimate  at  Christ  ("hurch;  their 
pleasures  and  their  ta<<ks  had  been  the  same;  and 
the  honest  soldier's  heart  warme<l  lo  find  his  early 
friend  in  possession  of  so  delightful  a  nTsidenif,  ana 
of  an  estate,  as  the  landlord  asiiurcd  huii  with  a  nod 
and  a  wink,  fully  adequate  to  maintain  and  add  to 
his  dignitv.  Nothing  was  more  natural  than  that 
the  traveller  should  suspend  a  journey,  which  liici* 
was  iiothing  to  render  hurried,  to  pay  a  vi^it  to  an 
old  friend  under  such  agreeable  circumstances. 

The  frt^sh  hor«es,  thi-n^fon?,  had  only  the  bri<*f  talk 
of  eonye>'ing  the  General's  travelling  carriage  to 
Woodville  Castle.    A  porter  ad m if  te<l  them  at  a  mo- 
deni  Gothic  lod^e,  built  hi  that  style  to  correspond 
with  the  castle  itself,  and  at  the  same  time  rnnsa 
bell  to  give  warning  of  the  approach  of  >isiiers.    .Ap- 
parently the  sound  of  the  bell  had  suspended  toe 
separation  of  the  company,  lM«nt  on   the  various 
amusi^ments  of  the  morning;  for,  on  enti-ring  the 
court  of  the  chateau,  several  voung  men  were  loung- 
ing about  in  their  sporting  dresses,  IfK)king  at,  am 
cnticising,  the  doga  which  the  keepers  hela  in  readi- 
ness to  attend  their  pastime.    As  General  Browoe 
alighted,  the  young  lord  came  to  the  gate  of  the  hall, 
and  for  an  instant  gazed,  as  at  a  8trangt>r,  uppn  the 
countenance  of  his  friend,  on  which  war,  with  its 
fatigues  and  its  wounds,  had  made  a  great  alteration- 
But  the  uncertainty  lasted  no  longer  than  till  the 
visiter  had  siwken,"  and  the  hearty  greeting  which 
followed  was  such  as  can  only  be  cxcnanged  betwixt 
those  who  have  passed  togi^ther  the  merry  days  of 
careless  bovhood  or  early  youth. 

"  If  I  could  have  fornuil  a  wish,  my  dear  Browne^" 
said  Lord  Wiwdville,  "  it  would  nave  l>tf  n  to  have 
you  here,  of  all  men,  upon  this  occasion,  which  my 
friends  are  good  enough  to  hold  as  a  sort  of  holiday. 
Do  not  think  you  have  been  unwatched  during  the 
years  you  have  been  absent  from  us.  I  have  traced 
you  through  your  dangers,  your  triumphs,  your  mis- 
fortunes, and  was  delighted  to  sec  that,  whether  in 
victory  or  defeat,  the  name  of  my  n}fi  friend  was 
always  distinguished  with  applause." 

The  General  made  a  suitable  rejdy,  and  congratu- 
lated his  friend  on  his  new  dignities',  and  the  posses- 
sion of  a  place  and  domain  so  bx-autiful. 

•'  Nay.  you  have  seen  nothing  of  it  as  yet,"  sakl  Lord 
Woodville,  "and  I  trust  you  do  not  mean  to  leave  us 
till  you  are  better  acquainted  with  it.  It  is  true,  I  con- 
fess,  that  my  pres<'nt  party  is  pretty  large,  and  the  okl 
house,  like  other  places  ol  the  kind,  docs  not  possess 
so  much  accomnuKlation  as  the  extent  of  the  outward 
walls  apoears  to  jiroinise.  But  we  can  give  you  s 
coinfortaolc  old-fashioncfi  room,  and  I  venture  to 
suppose  that  your  campaigns  have  taught  you  to  ba 
glad  of  worse  quarters." 

The  General  shnigged  his  slioulders,  and  laughed. 
**  I  presume,"  he  said.  "  the  worst  apartment  in  your 
chateau  is  considerably  superior  to  the  old  tobacco- 
cask,  in  whkih  I  was  fain  to  take  up  my  night's  lodg- 
ing when  I  was  in  the  Bush,  as  the  Virginians  call  it, 
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with  the  H^t  ooipa.  There  I  lay,  like  Diogenes  him- 
nliC  80  ddufated  with  my  ooverinKfrom  the  elements, 
that  I  made  a  vain  attempt  to  have  it  rolled  on  to  my 
next  quarters ;  but  mv  commander  for  the  time  would 
aive  way  to  no  such  luxurious  provision,  and  I  took 
arewell  of  my  beloved  cadi  Math  tears  in  my  eyes." 

"  Well  then,  since  you  do  not  fsar  your  quarters," 
said  Lord  Woodville,  you  will  stay  with  me  a  week 
at  least  Of  guns,  dogs,  fishing-rods,  flies,  and  means 
of  aport  by  sea  and  land,  we  have  enough  and  to 
Bfwre :  vou  cannot  pitch  on  an  amusement  but  we 
will  fiDQ  the  means  of  pursuing  it.  But  if  you  prefer 
the  gun  and  pointers,  1  will  go  with  you  myself,  and 
aee  whether  you  have  mended  your  shooting  since 
jm  have  been  amongst  the  Indians  of  the  back  set- 
tlements." 

The  General  jgladly  accepted  his  friendly  host's 
proposal  m  all  its  points.  Alter  a  morning  of  manly 
eierciae,  the  company  met  at  dinner,  where  it  was 
the  delight  of  Loia  Woodville  to  conduce  to  the  dis- 
play of  the  high  properties  of  his  recovered  friend,  so 
as  to  recommend  him  to  his  guestB,  most  of  whom 
were  persons  of  distinction.  He  led  General  Browne 
to  speak  of  the  scenes  he  had  witnessed ;  and  as  every 
word  marked  alike  the  brave  officer  and  the  sensible 
man,  who  retained  possession  of  his  cool  judgment 
under  the  most  imminent  dangers,  the  company 
looked  upon  the  soldier  with  general  respect,  as  on 
ooe  who  had  proved  himself  possessed  of  an  uncom- 
mon portion  of  personal  courage ;  that  attribute,  of 
•II  others  of  whidi  every  body  desires  to  be  thou^t 
posseBsed. 

The  day  at  Woodville  Castle  ended  as  usual  in  such 
mansions.  The  hospitality  stopped  within  the  limits 
of  good  order ;  music,  in  which  the  young  lord  was 
a  proficioit,  succeeded  to  the  circulation  of  the  bottle ; 
cuds  and  billiards,  for  those  who  preferred  such 
amosements,  were  m  readiness  ;  but  the  exercise  of 
the  morning  required  eariy  hours,  and  not  long  after 
eleven  o'clock  the  guests  began  to  retire  to  their  seve- 
ral apartments. 

The  young  lord  himself  conducted  his  friend,  Gre- 
neral  Browne,  to  the  chamber  destined  for  him,  which 
answered  the  description  he  had  given  of  it,  being 
comfortable,  but  old-fashioned.  The  bed  was  of  the 
massive  form  used  in  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tmr,  and  the  curtains  of  faded  silk,  heavily  trimmed 
with  tarnished  gold.  But  then  the  sheets,  pillows, 
and  blankets  looked  delightful  lo  the  campaifiiier, 
when  he  thought  of  his  "  mansion,  the  cask."  There 
was  an  air  of  gloom  in  the  tapestry  hangings,  which, 
with  their  worn-out  graces,  curtained  the  walls  of 
the  little  chamber,  and  gently  undulated  as  the  ,au- 
tamnal  breeze  found  its  way  through  the  ancient 
lattice-window,  which  pattered  and  whistled  as  the 
air  gained  entrance.  Tne  toilet  too,  with  its  mirror, 
turbaned,  after  the  manner  of  the  beginning^  of  the 
century,  with  a  coiffure  of  murrey-coloured  sUk,  and 
Its  hundred  strange-shaped  boxes,  providing  for  ar- 
rangements which  had  been  obsolete  for  more  than 
fifty  years,  had  an  antique,  and  in  so  far  a  melan- 
choly, aspect.  But  nothing  could  blaze  more  brightly 
and  cheenixlly  than  the  two  large  wax  candles;  or  if 
aught  could  nval  them,  it  was  the  flaming  bickering 
fagots  in  the  chimney,  that  sent  at  once  their  gleam 
and  their  warmth  through  the  snug  apartment; 
which,  notwithstanding  the  general  antiquity  of  its 
appearance,  was  not  wanting  in  the  least  conve- 
menoe,  that  modem  habits  rendered  either  necessary 
or  deairable. 


"  This  is  an  old-fashioned  sleeping  apartment. 
General,"  said  the  young  lord ;  "  but  I  hope  you  find 


I  would  prefer  this  chamber  by  many  dn^rees,  to  the 
gayer  and  more  modem  rooms  of  your  nmily  man- 
aipn.  Believe  me,  that  when  I  unite  its  modem  air 
of  comfort  with  its  venerable  antiquity,  and  recollect 
that  It  IS  your  lordship's  property,  fshall  feel  in  better 
Quarters  here,  than  if  I  were  in  the  best  hotel  Lon- 
don could  afford." 

I  trust— I  have  no  doubt— that  yon  will  find  your- 
KU  as  comfortable  as  I  wish  you«  my  dear  General^" 


said  the  young  nobleman  s  and  once  more  bidding  his 
guest  good-night,  he  shook  him  by  the  hand,  and 
withdrew. 

The  General  once  more  looked  round  him,  and  in- 
temally  congratulating  himself  on  his  return  to  peace- 
ful life,  the  comforts  of  which  were  endeared  oy  the 
recollection  of  the  hardships  and  dangers  he  had  late^ 
ly  sustained,  undressed  hunself^  ana  prepared  for  a 
luxurious  night's  rest. 

Here,  contrary  to  the  custom  of  this  st^ecies  of  tale, 
we  leave  the  General  in  possession  of  his  apartment 
until  the  next  morning. 

The  company  assembled  for  breakfast  at  an  early 
hour,  but  without  the  appearance  of  General  Browne, 
who  seemed  the  f^est  that  Lord  Woodville  was  de- 
sirous of  honounng  above  all  whom  his  hospitahtv 
had  assembled  around  him.    He  more  than  once  ex- 

1)ressed  swprise  at  the  General's  absence,  and  at 
ength  sent  a  servant  to  make  inquiry  after  him.  The 
man  brought  back  information  that  General  Browne 
had  been  walking  abroad  since  an  early  hour  of  the 
morning,  in  defiance  of  the  weather,  which  was  mis- 
ty and  ungenial. 

**  The  custom  of  a  soldier,"— said  the  young  noble- 
man to  his  fiiends  ;  "  many  of  them  acquire  habitual 
vigilanca  and  cannot  sleep  after  the  early  hour  at 
which  their  duty  usually  commands  them  to  be 
alert." 

Yet  the  explanation  which  Lord  Woodville  thus 
offered  to  the  company  seemed  hardly  satisfactory  to 
his  own  mind,  and  it  was  in  a  fit  of  silence  and  ab- 
straction that  he  awaited  the  return  of  the  General. 
It  took  place  near  an  hour  after  the  breakfast  bell  had 
rung.  He  looked  fatigued  and  feverish.  His  hair,  the 
powdering  and  arrangement  of  which  was  at  this  time 
one  of  the  most  important  occupations  of  a  man's 
whole  day,  and  marked  his  fashion  as  much  as,  in  the. 
present  time,  the  tying  of  a  cravat,  or  the  want  of 
one.  was  dishevelled,  uncurled,  void  of  powder,  and 
dank  with  devf.  His  clothes  were  huddled  on  with 
a  careless  negligence,  remarkable  in  a  military  man, 
whose  real  or  supposed  duties  are  usually  held  to 
include  some  attention  to  the  toilet ;  and  his  looks 
were  haggard  and  ghastly  in  a  peculiar  degree. 

"  So  you  have  stolen  a  march  upon  us  this  moming, 
my  dear  General,"  said  Lord  WoodvDle;  "or  you 
have  not  found  your  bed  so  much  to  your  mind  as  1 
had  hoped  and  vou  seemed  to  expect.  How  did  you 
rest  last  night  7^ 

"  Oh^  excellently  well !  remarkably  well  I  never 
better  m  my  hfe"— saki  General  Browne  rapidly,  and 
yet  with  an  air  of  embarrassment  which  was  obvious 
to  his  friend.  He  then  hastily  swallowed  a  cup  of 
tea,  and,  neglecting  or  refusuig  whatever  else  was 
offered,  seemed  to  tall  into  a  fit  of  abstraction. 

"  You  will  take  the  gun  to-day.  General  ?"  said  his 
friend  and  host,  but  had  to  repeat  the  question  twice 
ere  he  received  the  abrupt  answer,  "  No,  my  lord ;  I 
am  sorry  I  cannot  have  the  honour  of  spending  an- 
other day  with  your  lordship :  my  post-horses  are  or- 
dered, and  will  be  here  directly."^ 

All  who  were  present  -showed  sinprise,  and  Lord 
Woodville  immediately  replied,  "Post-horses,  my 
good  friend !  what  can  you  possibly  want  with  them, 
when  you  promised  to  stay  with  me  quietly  for  at 
least  a  week  1" 

"  I  believe,"  said  the  General,  obviously  much  em- 
barrassed, "  that  I  might,  in  the  pleasure  of  my  first 
meeting  with  your  lordship,  have  said  something 
about  stopping  here  a  few  days ;  but  I  have  since 
found  it  altogether  impossible.'' 

"  That  is  very  extraordinary,"  answered  the  young 
nobleman.  '  *  You  seemed  auite  disengaged  yesterday, 
and  you  cannot  have  had  a  summons  to-day;  for 
our  post  has  not  come  up  from  the  town,  and  there- 
fore you  cannot  have  received  any  letters." 

General  Browne,  without  giving  any  farther  expla- 
nation, muttered  something  of  indispensable  bunness, 
and  insisted  on  the  absolute  necessity  of  his  depar- 
ture in  a  manner  which  silenced  all  opi>osition  on  the 
part  of  his  host,  who  saw  that  his  resolutbn  was 
taken,  and  forebore  all  farther  importunity. 

*'  At  least,  however,"  he  sakl,  "  permit  me,  my 
dear  Browne,  since  go  you  will  or  must,  to  show  you 
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the  view  from   the  terrace,  which  the  mist,  tliat  is 
now  rising,  will  soon  display/' 

He  threw  open  a  sash-window,  and  stepm^d  down 
upon  the  terrace  as  he  spoke.  The  General  followed 
him  mechanicailjr',  but  seemed  little  to  attend  to  what 
his  host  was  sayins:,  as,  looking  across  an  extended 
and  rich  prospect,  he  pointed  out  tiie  different  objects 
worthy  of  obsen-ation.  Thus  they  moved  on  till 
Lord  Woodville  had  attained  his  purpose  of  drawing 
his  guest  entirely  apart  from  the  r»>si  of  the  company, 
when,  turning  round  upoii  him  with  an  air  of  great 
solemnity,  he  addressed  him  thus: 

"  Richard  Browne,  my  old  nnd  very  dear  friend,  wo 
are  now  alone.  Let  me  conjure  you  to  answer  mo 
upon  the  word  of  a  friend,  and  the  honour  of  a  sol- 
dier.   How  did  you  in  reality  rest  during  last  night  ?" 

*'  Most  wretchedly  indeed,  my  lord,"  answered  the 
General,  in  thcsame  tone  of  solemnity ;—"  so  misera- 
bly that  I  would  not  run  the  risk  ol  such  a  second 
night,  not  only  for  all  the  lands  belonging  to  t  his  castle, 
but  for  all  the  country'  which  I  see  from  this  elevated 
point  of  view." 

"  This  is  most  cxtraordmary,"  said  the  young  lord, 
as  if  speaking  to  himself;  "  then  there  must  l)e  some- 
thinf;  in  the  reports  concerning  that  apartment." 
Again  turning  to  the  General,  he  said,  "  For  God's 
sake,  my  dear  friend,  be  candid  with  me^  and  let  me 
know  the  disagreeable  particulars  which  have  befal- 
len you  under  a  roof,  where,  with  consent  of  the  own- 
er, you  should  have  met  nothing  save  comfort." 

"The  General  seemed  distressed  by  this  appeal,  and 
paused  a  moment  before  he  replied.  "  My  dear  lord," 
he  at  length  said,  "  what  happened  to  me  last  night 
is  of  a  nature  so  peculiar  ancl  so  unpleasant,  that  I 
could  hardly  bring  myself  to  detail  it  even  to  your 
lordship,  were  it  not  that,  independent  of  my  wish 
to  gratify  any  request  of  yours,  I  think  that  sincerity 
on  ray  part  may  lead  to  some  explanation  about  a 
circumstance  fqually  painful  and  mysterious.  To 
others,  the  communication  I  am  about  to  make 
might  place  me  in  the  light  of  a  weak-mindixi,  super- 
stitious fool,  who  suffered  his  own  imagination  to 
delude  and  bewilder  him  ;  hut  you  have  known  me  in 
childhood  and  youth,  and  will  not  suspect  me  of 
having  adopted  m  maiihofKl  the  feelings  and  frailties 
from  which  my  early  years  were  free."'  Here  he  pau- 
sed, and  his  friend  replied : 


disposition  too  well,  to  suqiect  you  could  be  made 
the  object  of  imposition,  and  am  aware  that  your 
honour  and  your  friendship  vnW  equally  deter  you 
from  exaggerating  whatever  you  may  have  wit- 
nessed." 

*'  Well,  then,"  said  the  General,  '"  I  will  proceed 
with  my  6tor\'  as  well  :is  1  can,  relying  upon  your 
candour ;  and  yet  distinctly  feeling  that  I  would  rather 
face  a  battery  tlian  recall  to  my  mind  the  odk)us  re- 
collections of  last  night.'' 

He  paused  a  r^econd  time^  and  then  perceiving  that 
Lord  Wuudville  remained  silent  and  in  an  attitude  of 
attention,  he  commenced,  though  not  without  obvi- 
ous reluctanre,  the  history  of  his  night  adventures  in 
the  Tapestried  ChambLr. 

"  I  undre)ts:d  and  went  to  bed,  so  soon  as  your 
lordship  left  me  yesterday  evening :  but  the  wood  in 
the  chirnntv,  which  nearly  frontrtl  my  bed,  blazed 
brightly  an<l  cheerfully,  and^  aided  by  a  hundred  ex- 
citinir  recolloctions  of  my  childhood  and  youth,  which 
had  been  reiuilled  by  the  unexpected  pleasure  of 
meeting  your  lordship,  prevented  ine  from  falling 
immediately  aslcf  p.  I  ought,  howevtr,  to  say,  that 
these  reflections  were  all  of  a  pleasant  and  agreea- 
ble kind,  groiindHl  on  a  eensi*.  of  having  fur  a  time  ex- 
changed the  labour,  fatigues,  and  dangers  of  ray 
proft'.-^sion,  for  the  enjoyment s  of  a  peaceful  life,  and 
the  re-union  of  those  friendly  and  affectionate  ties, 
which  1  had  torn  asunder  at  the  rude  summons  of  war. 

"  While  such  pleasing  reflections  were  stealing 
over  my  mind,  and  gradiially  lulling  me  to  slumber, 
I  was  suddenly  aroused  by  a  sound  like  that  of  the 
rustling  of  a  silken  gown,  and  the  tapping  of  a  pair  of 
Iiigh-hcclcd  shoes,  as  if  a  woman  wire  walking  in  the 


apartment.  Ere  I  could  draw  the  curtain  to  see 
what  the  matter  was,  the  figure  of  a  littto  woman 
passed  between  the  bed  anuthc  fire.  The  back  of 
this  form  was  turned  to  me,  and  I  could  obBene, 
from  the  shoulders  and  neck,  it  was  that  of  an  old 
woman,  whose  dress  was  an  old  fashioned  gown, 
which,  1  think,  ladies  call  a  sacoue;  that  is,  a  sort  of 
robe  completely  loose  in  the  body,  but  gathered  into 
broad  plaits  upon  the  neck  and  shoulders,  which  fidl 
down  to  the  ground,  and  terminate  in  a  species  of 
train. 

"  I  thought  the  intrusion  sincular  enough,  but 
never  harboured  for  a  moment  the  idea  that  what  I 
saw  was  anything  more  than  the  mortal  form  of 
some  old  woman  about  the  establishment,  who  had 
a  fancy  to  dress  like  her  grandmother,  and  who^ 
having  perhaps  (as  your  lordship  mentioned  that 
you  were  rather  straitened  for  room)  been  dislo<%al 
from  her  chamber  for  my  aiK^ommodation,  had  lor> 
gotten  the  circumstance,  and  returned  by  tweh'e  to 
tier  old  haunt.  Under  this  persuasion  I  moved  my- 
self in  bed  and  coughed  a  kttle,  to  make  the  intruder 
sensible  of  my  being  in  possession  of  the  premise*.- 
She  turned  slowly  round,  but,  gracious  Heaven!  ixi)' 
lord,  what  a  countenance  did  she  display  to  me! 
There  was  no  longer  any  question  what  she  was,  or 
any  tnougnt  of  her  being  a  living  being.  Uponi 
face  which  wore  the  fixed  features  of  a  corpse,  were 
imprinted  the  traces  of  the  vilest  and  most  hideoa 
passions  which  had  animated  her  while  she  lived. 
The  body  of  some  atrocious  criminal  secme«l  to  hire 
been  given  up  from  the  grave,  and  t!ie  soul  rcsimd 
from  the  ocnal  fire,  in  order  to  form,  for  a  space,  an 
union  with  the  ancient  accomplice  of  its  guilt.  I 
started  up  in  bed,  and  sat  upright,  supporting  mjwtf 
on  my  palms,  as  1  gazed  on  this  horrible  spcciia 
The  hag  made,  as  it  seemed,  a  single  and  swift  stnfe 
to  the  bed  where  I  lay,  and  squatted  herself  dom 
upon  it,  in  precisely  the  same  attitude  which  I  had 
assumed  in  the  extremity  of  horror,  advancing  her 
diabolical  countenance  within  half  a  yard  of  mine, 
with  a  grin  which  sei-med  to  intimate  the  malice  and 
the  derision  of  an  incarnate  fiend." 

Here  General  Browne  stopped,  and  wined  from  hit 
brow  the  cold  perspiration  with  which  tnc  ^ecolle^ 
tion  of  his  horriole  vision  had  covered  iL 

"  My  lord,"  he  said,  "  1  am  no  coward.  I  have 
been  in  all  the  mortal  dangers  incidental  to  my  pro- 
fession, and  I  may  tndy  boast,  that  no  man  e%cr 
knew  Richard  Browne  dishonour  the  sword  he 
wears ;  but  in  these  horrible  circumstances,  unda 
the  eyes,  nnd,  as  it  ik?!cmed,  almost  in  the  grasp  ofai 
incarnation  of  an  evil  spirit,  all  firmness  forsook  mi^ 
all  manhood  melted  from  me  like  wax  in  the  fin>- 
nace,  and  I  felt  my  hair  individually  bristle.  Tba 
current  of  my  life-blood  ceased  to  flow,  and  I  stak 
back  in  a  swoon,  as  ver>'  a  victim  to  panic  terror  m 
ever  was  a  villa/^e  girl,  or  a  child  of  ten  years  old. 
How  long  I  lay  in  this  condition  I  cannot  pretend  n 
guess. 

**  But  I  was  roused  by  the  castle  clock  striking  one; 
so  loud  that  it  seemed  as  if  it  were  in  the  very  room. 
It  was  some  time  before  1  dared  open  my  eyesi  IfM 
they  should  again  encounter  the  horrible  apectiadft 
When,  however,  I  summoned  couroge  to  look  vp, 
sha  was  nn  longer  \'i6ible.  My  first  idea  was  iv 
pull  my  bell,  wake  tlie  servants,  and  remove  to  ■ 
garret  or  a  hayloft,  to  be  ensured  against  a  mxcm 
visitation.  Nay.  1  will  confess  the  truth,  that  my 
resolution  was  altered,  not  by  the  shame  of  expoaiBf 
myself,  hut  by  the  fear  that,  as  the  bell-coid  hungbT 
the  chimney.  1  might,  in  making  my  way  to  it«B0 
again  crossed  by  the  fiendish  hag,  who,  iJBgareajo 
myself,  might  be  still  lurking  about  some  cqpar  of  th0 
apartment. 

"  I  will  not  pretend  to  describe  what  hot  andcml 
fever-fits  tormented  me  for  the  rest  of  the  nigbt, 
through  broken  sleep,  weary  vigils,  and  that  dumou* 
state  which  forms  the  neutral  ground  between  ihcin- 
An  hundred  terrible  objects  appeared  to  haunt  naes 
but  there  was  the  great  difference  betwixt  the  ^^j"^ 
which  I  have  described,  and  those  which  foOowea* 
that  I  knew  the  last  to  be  deceptions  of  my  ow^ 
fancy  and  ovcr-excitcd  nerves. 
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I  ro»  from  my  bed   [ec(  il  for  yoai  aeeaniinDdiiian.    It  wna 


,  Hnd  b: 


inlhc 


It.  which,  however,  conqi 

ns  I  so  ihat.  huddling  on  tny  clothes 
elcss  hnsle.  I  mudv  my  escape  from 
inaion,  to  s(«li  in  the  open  mr  some 
ua  aystem.  shaken  nail  waabrrhb 
■T  wiih  a  viNtant,  for  such  1  must 
liu  ulhu-  wiiild.    Your  taniihip  )ina 


}  lea 


M  wdiimyonenin 
I  ificripcQiunKa  aacon 

i»  lUo  Gteoeml'a  Ulc  w 


caallo. 


el,  bu.God,_ 
iiighl  under  thai 


-J,  lie  apoke  wi[h 

iicui  ahon  oil  the 

ja  which  ar«  made  on  nu'haiurica. 

dnilfl  never  once  aikcd  him  if  he  wsa  sure 
dream  of  the  appariiion,  or  sumtcsted  any 
abiliiics  by  which  il  la  faahiunublc  to  ex- 
rantural  appi-'B'Bncea,  aa  wild  vagnrrcs  of 
or  duccpli'jna  of  the  opiic  nerves.  On  the 
ic  3>n>incd  Jeeplir  iniprcBBcu  wiih  iho  iruih 
'of  what  iio  had  lieard;  and,  adcr  u  1:011- 
inu?^  regrc.  ted,  will)  much  appcaiance  of 
that  hid  early  iiicnd  ahould  in  liia  hoiiH! 
Ivd  so  mvercu'. 

ilw  aiore  auny  for  your  pain,  my  dear 
he  continued,  "  llint  11  la  the  nnliappy. 
oat  unexpected,  leault  of  an  cxpenmcnt  uf 
Vou  niuil  know,  ihut  (or  my  fother  and 
;r's  linx',  al  l«aai,  ibe  aparlmenl  whiuli  waa 
J  y-uu  last  n^bt,  hnd  beiin  ahul  on  account 
thai  il  wai  dtaluibtdbysupamaluralsigliu 
.  Wiu'tiIcamo,afcwweeCaaince,intopoi- 
ihe  caiate,  I  thouKht  the  aceominudation, 
ciuil<7  adunled  for  my  friends,  waa  not  ei- 
iukIi  to  permit  Iho  inhabitanla  of  the  invi- 
IJ  Id  retain  posaesaion  of  a  conifurlatilc 
['anmenl.  I  iherefore  cauied  iho  Tapcs- 
inlitr,  aa  we  call  it,  10  be  opened;  and, 
-ftmyiii};  its  sir  of  aniiquiiy,  I  had  such  new 


ny  fault,  that  yuu  have  been  ainiclsd  so  strangely." 
,  Slran°ely  indepdl"  said  the  General,  resuming 
lis  good  icmpeTj  "  and  I  acknowledKC  that  1  have 
10  nuht  10  be  oflended  with  your  lonlmiij  for  ireBiing 
nc  like  whni  1  uwd  lo  think  myself— a  man  of  aome 
irmnvss  and  coura.^c— Hut  I  see  niy  posi -horses  are 
irrived,  and  I  must  not  detain  your  lordahip  from 

"Nsy,  myold  friend,"  said  I^id  WooJrilln,  "unca 
'nu  oannol  stay  with  us  snolher  day,  which,  indeed, 
_  can  no  lonfier  uri>c,  give  tnc  nl  lenai  hnlf  an  hour 
more.  You  used  to  lovejiicturf  s,  and  I  have  a  gal- 
lery of  ponraits,  sonic  of  thein  by  Vandyke,  r^re- 
scniinu  ancestry  10  whom  ihia  prapcrty  and  caalla 
formerly  belongeil.     I  think  ihnt  aevcrsl  of  ihein  will 

ceptcd  the  invitation,  though 

Il  wssevident  he  was  not  to 

e  lill  ho  left  Woodville  Cialls 


Genera)  Browni 

somewhat  un  Willi  I 

breathe  frcoly  or  ai 

far  behind  him,    1 
itaiion,  however;  unu  me  les"  bo^  imbi  ne  waa  a 
ide  ashamed  aC  the  peevishness  which  lie  had  dia- 
layed  towards  his  w    ' 
The  r 


;  the  names,  and  giving  some  account  of  the 

.iages  whose  ponrana  presented  ihemeelveB  in 

progression.     General  Browne  was  but  litile  iniet- 


rapestned 
cvdrepor. 


rrival 


.  „ /ighbourhood  a 

:id»,  I  ieatcd  tome  prejudice  n 
by  lh2  first  ocoupaiil  of  Ihfl 
which  mufht  tend  10  rcvire  thi 
lad  laboutvd  under,  and  so  dis 
'renderins  it  a  uaiful  pail  of  il 

agruablc  to  me  for  a  ihuusi 

:eii»d  the  most 

uic  unpleasant  rumours  wbicr.  _ _    . 

since  your  courage  waa  indubitable,  and 
1  tnt  of  any  pre-occupaiion  on  the  subjeci. 
ot.  ihrrdiirc,  have  chosen  a  more  lillinK 
r  my  experiment." 

my  lift,"  aoid  GeneiBl  Browi 


opponunii 


ir  loidship 


ir  lordahip- 
ia'of  ih^c^ 
coll  it." 
,      ,         r  friend,"  said 
1  have  only  to  rellect  for  a  sin. 
be  convinced  thnt  I  could 


Kiviiie.    -y 

posaibiUtr  of  the  pain  to  which  you  hav< 
nhajtpily  «i|iOMd.    I  was  yoslenlay  mom 

plet«  sceptic  on  ilia  Hublret  of  super 

%     Nay,  1  am  sure  thai  had  I  li 

said  abuut  thai  room,   ' 
Fc  induced  you,  by  your 


I  told  yoi 


and  the  less  so,  th 


n  [he  details  whidi  these 

I.  They  11-Gre.indeed.  ofthekindwhich 
-' h  an  old  fiitnily  gallery.    H<-     -  - 


;ho  had  ruined  ihe  estate  in  the  royal  cause:  there, 

_  fine  lady  who  had  reinstated  it  by  conlracling  a 

match  wiih  a  wealthy  Roundhead.     Thete,  himg  a 

gallant  who  had  buen  in  ilangyr  for  corresponding 

~    lh  the  exiled  Court  at  Saint  Germain's  ;  here,  one 

10  had  taken  amia  for  William  a:  the  Revolution  1 

i  there,  a  third  thni  had  thrown  hia  weiehl  altei- 

lely  inio  the  scale  of  whig  and  lory. 

iVhile  Lorrl  Woodville  was  cramimng  these  woida 

o  his  guest's  ear,  "agninst  the  stomach  of  hia 

iM."  they  gained  the  middle  of  the  gallery,  when 

beheld  General  Browne  suddenly  atsri,  and  as- 

:ne  an  altitude  uf  Ihe  uimost  surprise,  nol  unmixed 

'1  eyea  were  cauubt  and  auddenly  rival- 

ot^an  old  liidy  in  n  sacque,  ibe  fashion- 


ed by  a 


a  of  the t 


5f ihc  B 


inltno 


cenlh  century. 


If  that  bo  the  case,"  said  the  young  nobleman, 

bio  reality  of  your  nppaiiiion.  That  is  the  pielureofa 
wretched  anceaitoss  of  mine,  of  whoaecriuieaablBck 
and  fearful  calaloguc  is  recorded  in  a  family  hulory 


one,  .0  long  a.  I  car 
jpeiiiion  of  the  aiiper 
nako  suuh  courage  ai 


Thus  the  friciida.  who  had  met  with  such  kIbb, 
marled  in  a  very  diflerent  mood  1  Lord  Woodville  to 
command  the  Tapestried  Chamber  in  be  unmantled, 
ind  the  door  built  up;  and  General  Urowne  lometk. 
"  "ume  less  beoutiful  country,  and  witli  some  Isei 
ified  friend,  forgetfulneei  of  the  psinfiil  nitfll 
■  ■     ■-    '    laBeTin  WoodvUlB  Casile. 


lismfied 
ivhich  he 


END  OF  THE  TAPESTRIED  CHA3IBER. 


D^ATH  OF   THE   LAIRD'S   JOCK. 


iTkb  manner  in  which  this  infle  waa  introduoed  at 
the  time  to  Mr.  F.  M.  Reynolda,  editor  of  The  Keep- 
sake of  1828,  leaves  no  occasion  for  a  preface.] 
^uguH,  1831. 


TO  THS  EDITOR  OF  THB  BJBXPSAKS. 

You  have  asked  me,  sir.  to  pomt  out  a  subject  for 
the  pencil,  and  I  feel  the  difficulty  of  complying  with 
your  request ;  although  I  am  not  certainly  unaocuso 
tomed  to  Uterary  composition,  or  a  total  stranger  to 
the  stores  of  history  and  tradition,  which  aAbrd  the 
best  copies  for  the  painter's  art  But  although  aieui 
pichtra  poeaia  is  an  ancient  and  undisputed  axiom— 
although  poetrv  and  painting  both  address  themselves 
to  the^  same  object  of  exciting  the  human  imagina- 
tion, by  presenting  to  it  pleasmg  or  sublime  images 
of  ideal  scenes;  yet  the  one  conveying  itself  through 
the  ears  to  the  understanding,  and  the  other  applying 
Itself  only  to  the  eyes,  the  subjects  which  are  best 
suited  to  the  bard  or  tale-teller  are  often  totally  unfit 
for  painting,  where  the  artist  must  present  in  a  single 
glance  all  that  his  art  has  power  io  tell  us.  The 
artist  can  neither  recapitulate  the  past  nor  intimate 
the  future.  The  single  now  is  all  which  he  can  pre- 
sent: and  hence^  unquestionably,  many  subjects 
which  delight  us  m  poetry  or  in  narrative,  whether 
real  or  fictitious,  cannot  with  advantage  he  trans- 
ferred to  the  canvass. 

Being  in  some  degree  aware  of  these  difficulties, 
thofigh  doubtless  unacquainted  both  with  their  ex- 
tent, and  the  means  by  which  they  may  be  modified 
or  surmounted,  I  have,  nevertheless,,  ventured  to 
draw  up  the  following  traditional  narrative,  as  a  story 
in  which,  when  the  general  details  are  known,  the 
interest  is  so  much  concentrated  in  one  stroi)g  mo- 
ment of  agonizing  passion,  that  it  can  be  understood, 
and  sympathized  with,  at  a  single  glance.  I  there- 
fore presume  that  it  may  be  acceptable  as  a  hint  to 
some  one  among  the  numerous  artists,  who  have  of 
late  years  distinguished  themselves  as  rearing  up  and 
sopportiiig  the  British  school. 

Enough  has  been  said  and  sung  about 

The  well  conteated  croimd, 
The  wsrtikfl  bofdM--lan<t~ 

to  render  the  habits  of  the  tribes  who  inhabited  them 
before  the  union  of  England  and  Scotland  familiar  to 
dkodt  of  your  readers.  The  rougher  and  sterner  fea- 
tures of  their  character  were  sqftened  by  their  attach- 
ment to  the  fine  arts,  from  which  has  arisen  the  sav- 
ing that,  on  the  frontiers,  eveir  dale  had  its  battie, 
and  every  river  its  song.  A  rude  species  of  chivalry 
was  in  constant  use,  sind  single  combats  were  prac- 
tised as  the  amusement  of  the  few  intervals  of  truce 
wbioh  suspended  the  exercise  of  war.  The  invete- 
raoy  of  this  custom  may  be  inferred  from  the  follow- 
ingincidettt 

Bernard  Gilpin,  the  apostle  of  the  north,  the  first 
who  undertook  to  preach  the  Protestant  doctrines  to 
the  Border  dalesman,  was  surprised,  on  entering  one  of 
their  churches,  to  see  a  gauntlet  or  maO-glove  hang- 
ing above  the  altar.  Xjpon  inquiring  the  meaning  of 
a  ^mbol  so  indeooiouB  beiiig  disnlayed  in  thai  sa- 
orad  place,  be  was  informed  oy  the  clerk,  that  the 
glove  was  that  of  a  famous  swordsman,  who  hung  it 
there  as  an  emblem  of  a  general  challenge  and  gage 
of  battle,  to  any  who  should  dare  to  take  the  fatal  to- 
ken down.  "Reach  it  to  me^"  said  the  ravereod 
eburchman.  The  cleik  and  sexton  oquaUy  decUned 
the  perilous  office^  and  the  good  Bernard  Gilpin  was 
obugipl  to  remove  the  glove  with  his  own  hands,  de- 
ainng  those  who  were  present  to  inform  the  cfaam- 
pK>n  that  he,  and  no  other,  had  possessed  himsdf  of 
the  gage  of  defiance.  Bat  the  champion  was  as  much 


ashamed  to  face  Bernard  GKlpin  as  tfas  offiaab  sf 
the  chirrch  had  been  to  disploce  his  pledge  of  oobb- 
bat. 

The  date  of  the  following  story  is  about  the  latter 
years  of  C^ueen  Eiizabeth^s  reign :  and  the  eventt 
took  place  in  Liddesdale.  a  hilly  and  pastoral  district 
of  Roxburghshire,  which,  on  a  part  of  its  bouDdary, 
is  divided  mmi  England  only  by  a  small  river. 

During  the  good  old  times  of  rugging  and  nmng^ 
(that  is,  tugs^g  and  toaring.)  under  which  term  the 
aisorderiy  doings  of  the  warhke  a^e  are  aflectionate- 
ly  remembered,  this  valley  was  pnndpallycnlchratBd 
by  the  Bept  or  clan  of  the  Armstrongs.  Tlie  chief  ef 
this  warlike  race  was  the  Laird  of  Manserton.  At 
the  period  of  which  I  speak,  the  estate  of  Manganon, 
with  the  power  and  dignity  of  chief,  was  possessed  by 
John  Armstrong,  a  man  of  great  size,  strength,  and 
courage.  While  his  father  was  alive,  he  was  distin- 
guishra  from  others  of  his  clan  who  bore  the  sane 
name,  by  the  epithet  of  the  LaifxPg  Jock,  that  is  to 
say^  toe  Laird's  son  Jock,  or  Jack.  This  name  he 
distinguished  by  so  many  bold  and  desperate  achieve- 
ments, that  he  retained  it  even  alter  his  father's  death, 
and  is  mentioned  under  it  both  in  authentic  reooids 
and  in  tradition.  Some  of  his  feats  are  recorded  ia 
the  Minstrelsy  of  the  Scottish  Border,  and  othen 
mentbned  in  contemporary  chronicles. 

At  the  species  of  singular  combat  which  we  have 
described,  the  Laird's  Jock  was  unrivalled,  and  no 
champion  of  Cumberland,  Westmoreland,  or  North- 
umberland, could  endure  the  sway  of  the  hoge  two- 
handed  sword  which  he  wielded,  and  wfateh  few 
others  could  even  lift.  This  *'  awftil  sword,"  as  the 
common  people  term  it,  was  as  dear  to  him  as  Duzio- 
dana  or  Fushberta  to  their  respective  mastera,  and 
was  nearly  as  formidable  to  his  enemies  as  those  re* 
nownfd  fiuchions  proved  to  the  foes  of  ChristendooL 
The  weapon  had  been  bequeathed  to  him  by  a  cele- 
brated English  outlaw  named  Hobbie  Noble,  who, 
having  committed  some  deed  for  which  he  was  n 
danger  from  justice,  fled  to  Liddesdale,  and  becane 
a  follower,  or  rather  a  brother-in-arms,  to  the  re- 
nowned Laird's  Jock ;  till,  venturing  into  Englsod 
with  a  small  escort,  a  faithless  guide,  and  with  a 
light  single-handed  sword  instead  of  his  ponderous 
brand,  Hobbie  Noble,  attecked  by  superior  nwnber^ 
was  made  prisoner  and  executed. 

With  this  weapon,  and  by  means  of  his  own 
strength  and  addresau  the  Laird'a  Jock  mamtaiood 
the  reputation  of  the  best  swordsman  on  the  horim 
side,  and  defeated  or  alew  many  who  ventured  to 
dispute  with  him  the  formkiable  title 

But  vears  pass  on  with  the  strong  and  the  brave  as 
Mrith  the  feeble  and  the  timid.  In  process  of  time, 
the  Laird's  Jock  grew  incapable  of  wielding  his  wea- 
pons, and  finally  of  all  active  exertion,  even  of  die 
most  ordinary  kind.  Hie  disabled  chanmioo  becaoM 
at  length  totally  bed-ridden,  and  entiiely  dependent 
for  bis  comfort  on  the  pbus  duties  of  an  only  damh* 
ter,  his  perpetual  attendant  and  companion. 

Besides  this  dutiful  child,  the  Laird's  Jock  had  u 
only  son.  upon  whom  devolved  the  periloos  task  of 
leading  the  clan  to  battle,  and  maintaming  the  wtr- 
like  renown  of  his  native  country,  which  was  now 
disputed  by  the  English  upon  many  occssioiis.  Tile 
voung  Armstrong  vras  active,  brave,  and  strong,  and 
brought  home  from  dangerous  adventures  many  to- 
kens of  decided  success.  Still  the  andent  chisf  coe- 
oeived,  as  it  weuld  sssm,  that  his  son  was  ecaroe  yet 
entitled  by  age  and  experience  to  be  intniaied  with 
the  two-handed  sword,  by  the  use  of  whidi  he  had 
himself  been  so  dreadfiillv  distinguished. 

At  length,  an  English  champion,  one  of  the  nams  of 
Foster,  (if  I  rightly  recollect,)  had  the  aodacitv  lo 
send  a  challenge  to  the  best  swordsman  in  Lkidee- 


THk  LAHtD^S  iOCiL 


fh 


dtle;  and  young  Armstrong,  burning  tor  chivalrous 
distinction,  accepted  the  challenge. 

The  heart  of  the  disabled  old  man  swelled  with  Joy, 
Wbos  he  heard  that  the  challenge  was  iMssed  and  ac- 
cepted, and  the  meeting  fixed  at  a  neutral  spot,  used 
as  the  place  of  rencontre  Upon  such  occasion^  and 
which  he  himself  had  distinguished  by  nunlerous  vic- 
tories^ He  exulted  so  much  in  the  conquest  which 
he  anddpated,  thSt^  to  nervo  his  son  to  still  bolder 
exertiona,  he  confiarred  upon  him,  as  champion  6{  his 
dan  and  province,  the  celebrated  weapon  which  he 
hid  hitherto  retained  in  his  own  custody. 

This  waa  not  all.  When  the  day  of  combat  arrived, 
the  Laird'a  Jock,  in  spite  of  his  daughters  affection- 
ate reoionatranceSi  determined,  though  he  had  not 
kft  his  bed  tat  two  years,  to  be  a  personal  wimess  of 
the  duel.  His  will  was  still  a  law  to  his  people,  who 
bore  him  on  theur  shoulders^  wrapt  in  plaids  and 
blankets,  to  the  spot  where  the  combat  was  to  take 
pUoe.  and  seatiMi  him  on  a  fra^nlent  of  rock,  which 
IS  stu  called  the  Laird's  Jock's  stone.  There  he  re- 
mained with  eyes  fixed  On  the  lists  or  barrier,  within 
whidi  the  champions  were  about  to  meet.  His 
daoghter,  having  done  all  she  could  for  his  accom- 
moution,  stood  mdtionless  beside  him,  divided  be- 
tween anxiety  for  hie  health,  and  for  the  etent  of  the 
combat  to  her  beloved  brother  Ere  yet  the  fight  be- 
ian,  the  old  men  gased  on  their  chief,  now  seen  for 
the  first  time  after  several  years,  and  sadlv  compared 
his  altered  features  and  wast^  frame,  with  the  para- 
gon of  strength  axld  manly  beauty  which  they  once 
remembered.  The  young  men  gazed  on  his  large 
form  and  powerful  make,  as  upon  some  antediluvian 
giant  who  had  survived  the  destruction  of  the  Flood. 

But  the  sound  of  the  ininipets  on  both  sides  re- 
called th^  attention  of  every  one  to  the  lists}  sur- 
nmnded  as  they  were  by  numbers  of  both  nations 
eager  to  witness  the  event  of  the  day.  The  combat- 
tots  met  in  the  lists.  It  is  needless  to  describe  the 
strumle:  the  Scottish  champion  felK  Foster,  pla- 
cinghis  foot  on  his  antagonist,  seised  on  the  redoubt- 
ed sword,  so  precious  in  the  eye^  of  its  aged  owner, 
and  brandished  it  over  his  head  as  a  trophy  of  his 
conqoest.  The  English  shouted  in  triumph.  But  the 
^sepiuring  cry  of  the  aged  champbn,  who  saw  his 


country  dilhonoured,  and  his  sword,  long  the  terror 
of  their  race,  in  possession  of  an  Englisnman,  waS 
heard  high  above  the  acclamations  of  victory.  Ho 
seemed,  for  an  instaiit,  animated  by  all  hie  wonted 
power  1  for  he  started  firom  the  rock  on  which  he  sat, 
and  wfiil^  the  garments  with  which  he  had  been  in- 
vested fell  from  his  wasted  frame^  and  showed  the 
ruins  of  his  streilgth,  he  tossed  his  arms  wildly  to 
heaven,  and  utiered  a  cry  of  indignation,  horror,  and 
despair,  which,  tradition  says,  was  heard  to  a  preter- 
natural distance,  and  resembled  the  dry  of  a  dying 
lion  more  than  a  bumdn^  sound. 

His  friends  received  hiirtin  their  arms  as  he  sank 
uttdfly  Exhausted  by  the  effort,  and  bore  him  back  to 
his  castle  in  mute  sorrow;  while  his  daughter  at 
once  wept  for  her  brother,  and  endeavoured  to  miti- 
gate ana  soothe  the  dbspair  df  her  fiither.  But  this 
waa  impossible ;  the  ola  mafi's  only  tie  td  life  was 
rent  rudely  asunder,  and  his  h^art  h^  broken  with 
it  The  death  of  his  son  had  no  part  in  his  sorr6w : 
if  he  thought  df  him  at  all,  it  was  as  the  degenerate 
t>oy,  through  whom  the  honour  of  his  country  and 
clan  had  been  lost,  and  he  died  in  the  course  ox  three 
days,  never  even  mentioning  his  name,  but  pouring 
out  unintermitted  lamentations  for  the  loss  of  his 
noble  swonL  .     . 

I  conceive^  that  the  moment  ,wh^n  the  disabled 
chief  was  roused  into  a  lait  exertion  by  the  agony  of 
the  moment  is  favourable  to  the  object  of  a  painter* 
He  might  obtain  the  fall  .advantage  of  contrasting 
the  form  of  the  rugged  old  man,  in  the  extremity  of 
furious  despair,  with  the  softness  and  beSuiy  of  the 
female  form.  The  fatal  ficid  might  be  thrown  into 
permctive,  so  Ihi  td  ^ve  full  eflect  to  these  two  prin- 
cipal figures,  and  wUh  the  single  explanation,  that 
the  piece  represented  a  soldier  beholding  his  son  slain, 
and  the  honour  of  his  country  lost,  the  picture  would 
be  sufficiently  intel^gible  at  the  first  glance;  If  it 
was  thought  necessary  to  show  more  clearly  the  na^ 
ture  of  the  conflict,  it  might  be  indicated  by  the  pen^ 
non  of  Saint  George  being  displayed  at  one  end  of 
the  lists,  and  that  of  Saint  Andrew  at  the  other. 
I  remain,  sir. 

Tour  obedient  servant 

Thb  Authob  or  WAvaaLaVi 


*tAE  END  OF  TR^  t4AIRI>'S  JOCiL 
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CHRONICLES  OF  THE  CANONGATE. 


SECOND  SERIES. 


SAINT  VALENTINE'S  DAY; 


OAjTHA 


FAIR  MAID  OF  PERTH. 


«...  .....  ,  i. .  ^ 


PRBFACB 


TO  THS 


CHRONICLES  OF  THE  CANONGATE 


SECOND  SFT»«"" 


1 0f  CAnvta]  Cn^Mugtf,  it  ooeor- 
I  had  of  tats  rem  twoMd  with  worka 
■ffnooi  juarifttkim  mmomum  tbs  SeoMUi  OmI,  no  •ttempt 
bd  UdiMiD  bMB  made  Id  akflldi  their  mBiroen.ttitlieMiiiisht 
lo  faavo  wdrtad  at  tha  period  when  the  •tatate*book. 
I  ea  the  paga  of  the  daonicler.  begim  to  proeent  constant 
diflhmltlee  to  wMeh  the  ciuwn  waaezpoeed.  while 
of  Doiwla*  an  bm  oveifaaluieed  in  antfaoritjr 
« the  Sontham  bolder,  and  the  North  w«a  at  the  earae  time  torn  in 
■aw  br  the  7«l  vntameil  aavaceaeea  of  the  fOgUand  laeea.  and 
to  which  eome  of  the  icmoter  ehieftaina  atill 
The  well-onthentlealed  (bet  of  two 
pewnful  dam  having  deputed  each  tUrtjr  ehampione  lo  flght  out 
a  mnd  of  oU  atandrng.  hi  pneenee  of  King  Robert  m. .  Ua  bio- 
IbiK  the  D9k0  flTARMny.  and  the*  whole  eourt  of  Sootknd.  at 
fmtk,  m  the  fmt  of  gmea  llM,  eeemed  to  maifc  with  eqnal  die- 
iiaclDeai  the  raneoiar  of  theae  mounlain-AiMli,  and  the  degraded 
MBdilioa  of  the  geneml  govennnent  of  the  eountiy ;  and  it  waa 
ted  open  aeewduiglr  aa  the  pomt  on  wUeh  the  main  biejdenis  of 
tnnentienenativenilght  bemade  toUnge.  The  ehaiacteie  of 
Robert  in..hiB  ambitioaa  brother.  ^  hia  diaaolute  aon,  eeemed  to 
cftr  gene  opportunitaee  of  faiteraetnig  oontiaat  ;-«nd  the  tngie 
ftliafthe  hdr  of  the  throne,  with  ite  hnmediate 
■ilhtaenre  to  oompiete  the  pietura  of  oroelty  and 
Two  feahnee  of  the  atory  of  tUa  banierhattle  on  the  Inch  of 
PMh.  the  flight  of  one  of  the  appointed  ehampiona,  and  the  nek> 
h«  beraiBn  of  a  townonan.  that  vohmtaiily  ollarad  ibr  a  am^O 
lieoaof  eoin  to  eoppl/  liia  plaee  in  the  mortal  enoounler,  euggeet* 
•d  the  iaMginanr  penons,  on  whom  much  of  the  novel  ii  espaod- 
•d.  The  tbgitive  Celt  might  have  been  ceailjr  deah  with,  had  a 
Mcramatjrie  of  colouring  been  adopted;  bat  it  appeared  to  the 
Mbor  that  there  wonld  be  mora  of  novehr,  aa  well  aa  of  aerious 
h*«net,  if  Iweoukl  aoceeed  in  gahdng  for  him  aometfaiog  of  that 
Qvpathr  which  is  faieompatfole  with  the  total  abaenoe  of  raapaet 
MiaBaiHie  had  drawn  reoward  by  nature  capable  of  acting  aa  a 
bno  eoder  the  atrangunpolaea  of  filial  aileetiun.  It  eeemed  not 
iapoaribiato  conceive  the  eaae  of  one  eanetitution«ll7  weak  of 
BBve,  bamg  auppocted  by  freUnga  of  honour  and  of  jealouay  up  to 
*  earlain  point,  and  then  auddenly  giving  way,  under  dreumetancee 
to  wUeh  the  braveet  heart  oould  baldly  rBl\iae  eompaeaion. 

Thaoontrovaray,  aa  to  who  roalJy  wero  ttie  elane  that  figured  in 
fte  faBibarooa  conflict  of  the  Inch,  haa  been  revived  abwe  the  path 
Bcation  of  the  Fair  Maid  of  Perth,  and  treated  fai  partieuUv  at 
9cat  length  by  Mr.  Robert  Maekay  of  Tbneo.  in  hia  very  enriona 
"  Hiatary  of  the  Houae  and  Clan  of  Mackay."*  Without  pretend- 
■gle  lay  that  I0  baa  eettJed  any  part  of  the  queation  in  the  aflbma- 
tn*.  thaiientleman  eertamly  aeeme  to  have  quite  aueoeeded  in  pro- 
«iB|  that  Ui  own  worthy  aept  had  no  part  in  the  tianaaetion.  The 
Maekaya  were  m  that  age  aeated.  aa  they  lia«n  ainoe  continued  to 
k  ia  the  extreme  north  of  the  Iihm4:  and  their  chief  at  the  time 
«aa  a  pareonage  of  auch  unpcrtance,  that  hai  name  and  proper 
^gtiefioii  could  not  have  been  ooaitted  in  the  eeziy  nanalivea  of 
tboecanenneL  He  on  one  oecaaion  brought  four  thooaand  of  ha 
eha  to  the  aid  of  the  royal  banner  againt  the  Lord  of  the  blee. 
TWa  hMoriaa  ii  ofoptokm  that  the  Clan  Quhele  of  Wyntoon 
«WB  the  OunerofM,  who  appear  to  have  about  that  perkid  been 
oAan  doaignatad  ea  MaeeiMnw.  and  to  have  gained  nroch  more  ra- 
tio. 


eently  the  name  of  OmMiuw,  L  e.  Wt^mom, ftoio  « 
thepfayaiognQmyof  eome  heroic  chief  of  the  line  of  LoeUak  Ihii 
view  of  Uw  eaae  ii  aleo  adopted  by  Douglaa  tai  hie  BaroMfla^ 
where  he  itmuentiymenthma  the  bittocftuda  between  dan  Ch<U 
tan  and  Clan  Kay.  and  identifiea  the  latter  aept,  in  refoiewato 
the  eventa  of  1396,  with  the  Caroeroos.  It  to  perinpa  impoe^ble  to 
clear  iq>  thoroughly  thia  controveiay,  little  intareating  in  itaelf.  ai 
leaattoreedenonthiaakleoflnvenieoa.  The  namee,  aa  wa  have 
them  in  Wyntoun,  are  Otanwheufyl  and  CJocMnyo.  the  latter 
probahl^rnotoQireotlytnnecnbed.  In  the  aooti-Chnonicon  they  aw 
Clangufu^*  and  CZofiAtfy.  Hector  Boeoe  writee  Ckinrhanan  and 
Oankay,  m  wUch  he  ia  foUowed  b^  LeaUe :  while  Bnotenw 
diadajna  to  dbfigure  hia  page  with  their  Geehc  daai^aliDna  at  nO. 
and  merely  deecribee  them  aa  two  povrecfol  raeaa  in  the  wild  and 
hiwleea  region  beyond  the  Orampiana.  Out  of  thia  jomMe  wtet 
Saaaenaeh  can  pretend  dare  htean?  The  naaae  CkaawnaUI 
appean  ao  late  aa  ISM,  in  an  act  of  Jamee  VL  la  it  not  pqaaioie 
that  it  may  be,  after  all,  a  mere  conup*ion  of  Clan  Loehiel  1 
The  reader  may  not  be  diaplenaad  to  have  W|«lonn*a  original 


'*  A  (heuftad  and  thn  hnndar  ym, 

Nynli*  aod  mx  to  nuk  all  ctora 

Of  thri  ■port  wyld  geottls  mm, 

Thntty  agaM  tlmUy  thaa, 

la  F^lny  bolail  of  aald  F«U,  • 

Aa  ihara  tan-Mtn  wan  ■laaa  to  dodo 

na  thw  oooro  wan  elaanya  twa, 

ClabynnlM  Qwbowyl  aad  CUohioyha : 

or  Ihir  twa  Kynaia  wan  the  aua, 

Thntty  agano  lltfotty  thoa ; 

And  than  thai  had  thoir  Chlfkaqri  twa« 

■oh«;  Ptrqwharta*  ton  wm  aao  of  tha, 

Tbo  telhor  Crioty  JehaMooo. 

A  Hlooaih  tiling  hy  tha  wao  doeo. 

At  Saaet  Johatloaa  bcoyda  tho  IVwIi, 

All  thalontorit  In  Bamrlo 

Wyth  hew  aad  ax,  kayf  aad  owoid. 

To  doQ  amaag  thaioi  thair  laat  word-f 

Than  thai  laid  on  that  tioM  la  faat, 

Qnha  had  tho  wan  i  than  at  tho  laat 

I  will  noeht  lay ;  bat  qoha  boat  had, 

Ho  wao  bat  deat  batho  moth  and  ■Md.f 

FiAy  or  ma  wan  olaao  that  day, 

8aa  ftw  wyth  llf  than  paat  away." 

The  Prior  of  Loehleven  makee  no  raentian  either  of  ttie  < 
of  one  of  the  Gaelic  championa,  or  of  the  gallantly  of  the  Partii 
artinn,  kiofleringtotakeaBhanfaittiecoofltel  Both  faicidonla. 
however,  were  hitnduoed,  no  duidiC  fhmi  traditkn,  by  the  oonthi* 
natar  of  Fordun,  winee  narrative  ia  in  theee  wdrda : 

**  Anno  Dont  miUeafano  traoeoteaimo  nooageefano  aezto,  naagna 
pace  boraalk  Scotia,  tiana  Alpea,  uiquietata  fldt  per  dnoe  peetifo- 
roe  Caleranoe,et  eorum  aeqoaeea.  via.  Scheabeg  et  anoa  coaeaa> 
gufanrioa.  qai  Clankay ;  et  Crirti  Joneon.  ac  anoa.  noi  ClanQohele 
dieebantur ;  qai  nuUo  panto  vel  traetata  padficari  poterant,  noHi- 
400  arte  regie  velgubemaforia  poterant  edomari,  tyioedaevM  no- 
HHi  et  todwtiteew  D.  David  de  Undeeay  da  Crawfind,  et  dood- 


i 


i  a  BoOod  with  tha  enolty  of  aa, oU  find. 
Ate  is  MppoMd  to  bo  7Vi*ae%,  ifc  MmI 
MBtat  tho  thaa  wao  naaMdlwoHM.  Ia 
hadidMllulo. 


hafaMoaA^Tob 
f  MM  aaif  flMd,  i  *  oifaaaMid  bodi  fai  body  and  to  I 
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turn  ThnmM  cone*  Maacnm,  dSigvnliun  ot  vim  aiipotiKniat,  ae  I  part  tecBim  Altarioi  d«diiMni,  tciiHoat  i  toata 

int«  paitM  de  traeUvBnmt,  aS  coram  ikxnmo  rate  eerto  die  ooD*    exctmie.   btetameatyrosnpenvcieittfinalilcr 

venirent  apud  Perth,  et  aheralza  put  eligeret  de  imieaie  ma  tri>    dehine  nulto  tempoie  Boraas  qideiit ;  nee  Jbidem 

ginU  penmiae  adrenoa  tnghita  de  parte  eonliafia,  ^adib  tantfim, 

aicitea  at  aagittH.  abwme  dapbidifatti.  Tel  amatam  aliii.  pnB- 

ter  faipemMB :  et  MC  cQBgiedientee  finem  liti  ponerent,  et  tena  pace 

poliialar.    Ulriqae  iginir  paili  waauni  plactat  eontmetui,  et  die 

Loos  pnnimo  ante  fteciim  Saoeti  MiehUiii,  apod  Nortbrinealam 

de  Perth,  oomn  Reieet  Qnbeniaion,  et  immmerabdi  mahitndine 

eoanpamnleB   «ftnfltf*'*p*  aoeninami  inienmt:  iibi  de  aengjota 

intadbeli  waCL  amse,  aeeplo  nno  as  paite  Clankay.  ec  andedm 

lOKUffi^  cz  parte  alteia.    Hoe  etiam  M  accidit,  quod  oonnea  in 

piaeiiietn  bdli  oonrtituti,  nmii  eonnn  locnm  diflugii  contidenuM< 

inter  cmnee  in  amnom  elafaitnr,  el  aqoam  de  Thaya  natando 

tiangieditnr ;  i  millenii  inaequitur.  eed  nusqoam  apprefacnditor. 

dtant  IffiUv  partee  aUonita,  tanquam  nan  ad  oonflictinn  pragrea- 

■iiri.  ob  defeetuni  evaai :  nohiit  enim  pan  intqrum  habeoe  niune- 

nnn  aoeionini  ooneectiro.  ut  mm  de  suii  ileuieietui ;  nee  poCnit 

nan  altera  qnoeuniqiie  pretio  atteram  ad  mpplendum  Tioem  lugi- 

Olupeut  igitor  oainee  hasrenteti  de  damno  ftigitiTi 

Et  e&ni  totnm  i!hid  opoi  ceeeare  pntaretnr,  eooe  in 

mrai  atipaloeia  vemacuhiB,  etatnTl  modieiu,  aed 

Eeee  ego  I  qnii  me  oonduoet  intraie  cum  opcra- 
riii  iitii  ad  hnne  fadaai  tbeatialem?  Pro  cBmidia  enim  marca 
jodniB  ttcperiar.  oMia  hoc  petena.  nt  li  tivui  de  palartm  eraMro, 
i  qnocnnxiDe  Tnttnun  ledpiam  dun  vixero :  quia,  dent 


JH 


ideiir.rf 


didtiir,  '  Majorem  earitatem  nemo  hafact.  qtiSm  nt  aniroan  mam 
ponat  qab  pro  amids.'  Quali  mereede  donabor,  qui  animam 
meam  pm  inimiria  mipiiTBnr  nt  mpii  irnnn  T  dnod  petijt,  %  regn  et 
divenifl  magnatftm  eoneeditnr.  Cum  hoe  arena  ^oa  extenditor. 
at  prfanaaagittam  in  partem  eontraziam  tiammittit.  et  nnnm  in> 
Conlkitim  Unc  inde  aagftta  voUtaot.  bipemwi  Ubrant. 
■  Tifarant,  ahemtro  eartant,  et  vehiti  eamifioei  bovca  in  ma- 
eiUo.  ao  tDcooitanati  ad  hmeim  ae  tniddant.  Bed  nee  inter 
'  eft  valuDiH  qQi«  tanQjoam  veeoiB  ant 


The  Mcne  ii  hcilfateoed  with  maar  floml  additiani  br  ] 
Laalie,  and  the  eontemling  aaTagee  in  Bnrhanan  vtlcr  i 
alter  the  meet  approved  pattern  of  livy." 

The  deirotion  of  the  jroong  Chief  of  Claa  Qahde'e 
and  Ibaterhrelhran,  in  the  novel,  ia  » trait  of  ehmnirii 
which  Highland  alonr  JhinMim  umar  csMnplcn.   la  H 
Inverfcefthing.  betwem  the  RojralirtB  and  OliverCroanrwcil's  I 
a  IbalCT-father  and  aeven  brave  aooi  ai«  known  to  havoifara  i 
fieed  themaelvoe  fcr  Sir  Hector  Maclean  of  Daast—tb»  old  i 
whenever  one  of  faiaboTiieU.lhniatinglbrwanI  aaollHrlal 
place  al  the  right  hand  of  the  beloved  cUrf.  with  the 
adopted  in  the  novel-"  Another  fcr  Hector  I" 

Nax.  the  Iheling  could  outlive  gnMratiaaa.  The  iMa  arack 
lamented  General  Stewart  of  Garth,  in  hJaaeeoBot  of  the  batderf 
Kilhknnlde,  in&rma  ua  that  LocImI  waa  alleaded  00  Ifa  fcU  kf 
the  aoQ  of  hii  ioeterbrother.  " Thii  fcitkAd 
him  like  hia  ahadow,  raadj  lo  aawt  I 
kiminmithaihotoftheenemr.  SoddeidrtfaB 
fUend  fion  hii  aide,  and  turning  round  to  look  what  had 
of  him.  aaw  hfan  lying  oo  hia  back  wilh  fam  hicaal  pimead  bfm 
arrow.  He  had  haidly  breath,  befim  he  aapirad.  to  tdi 
that  aceing  an  aofvr.  a  HigWawW 
aiming  at  him  with  a  bow  and  anow,  ha 
thus  ■heltered  him  from  instant  deat^ 
Darid  Stewart.  *'  ia  a  apeciea  of  dnty  not  oAan 
by  our  ahle  de  f amm  of  the  taaaiait  daf.**- 
HUrhitmden,  Vol.  L  p. «. 

1  haw  only  lo  add.  that  the  Saeoiid  Seriea  of  " 
Caaongata,**  whh  the  Ckaplar  Introdnclaty 
appeand  in  May  lOB,  and  kad  a  fcramabia : 

As»0TifO«D,  Jmg,  ]f»  im. 


^Ite 
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iirrBooncTOBV.  RizzJo'a  aasa^sinsiioD  prcuntnl  nnideaB  lo  ihu  emia 

rtia  uhn  hn>  of  iMinirr'ii  Kinii  ™^  of  commerce,  iinlil  the  liou«ekeep«r  [i|i[>eal«d  ii 

Bmui  inTl^uupSVnpT  support  ofher  nirralivr,  lo  th^  dusky  sluiu  of  bkMxr 

When  Mail  iMia'd  lo  MP-      u-rt-uiiua  "These  arc  the  niiinfc"  ahe  sniili  "noihinf!  will 

viriatn  Mantrutiia.  remove  thorn  from  ihu  place— there  they  hnvcbeen 

IT  iiunrler  of  Eilinhurah  has  Its  own  pwulinr  for  two  Liindred  and  fifty  itpnta— and  there  (hey  wiQ 

so  thai  (he  city  logelhn  cumbinca  wirhin  itn  remain  while  (lie  floor  is  led  standing— ndther  wnl«r 

■«■  Uf  you  take  ihe  woid  oTlhcinhBhiliinttion  nor  any  thin^  eIw  will  rrer  remove  them  fruin  (hat 

>ject,)a9inurhpf  hHtoikal  intincat  as  of  na-  qml." 

oauly.    Oiirclums  in  behalf  of  thitCiiniintfale  Now,  our  rockney,  anion;^l  other  ardelrs,  soM 

I  ihe  alightcsl.    Th«  Casilo  may  oicfl  as  in  Scoimiia  Drops,  ss  they  arc  called,  nnd  s  slain  of 

of  proepeii  and  sublimity  of  siie;  the  Cnllon  iwohundrul  nndlifty  yrurs  Mandin|t  was  tntcrealing 

»ay*lhcau|>etkirityof  iisunrivBUutpanornmp,  lo  him,  not  bccauiw  it  had  bnin  cbuhhI  by  the  blood 

a  at  lale  added  that  of  its  lowers,  and  liioin-  of  a  Qimni's  favourite,  slain  in  her  apannicnl,  but 

nrbes.  and  tlie  pillars  of  its  Parthenon.    Ilie  liceaiucil  iilD-mf  k>  admirable  an  opportunit/lo^rave 

itreet,  we  aeknowlcdfw,  hail  the  disliimiiahcd  thccfficaryof  hinitnei|ualledneleTKent  lillixir.  Down 

r  of  lMJnjid'>&nd«dbyforlificalioiui.ar  which  on  his  kness  wi'nt  our  fiiend,  hut  ndthei  in  hoiror 

1  show  DO  vriHifies.    We  wHI  not  daseend  In  nor  devotion. 

ihe  elaima  of  mors  upslan  dislricts,  called  Old  "Twohuiiilr^nnd  fifty  vearK  ma'am,  andnothinn 

*uwD  and  Kcw  New  Town,  not  to  mention  Ihe  lake  it  awayl  Why,  if  it  nad  iH'en  five  hundred,  I 

lie  3lorir  PInrp,  whiuh  U  thn  itrweil  New  have  aonicthin;;  In  mr  pocket  will  fetch  it  oiil  in  five 

of  all.*    We  will  not  match  onrwlvca  except  minutes.    D'ye  w^  <nis  elixir,  ma'am?  I  will  show 

iirtqiiah',  oihI  with  ourogiialsin  inteonly,  Ibr  you  thr;  main  vunL'h  in  n  moment." 

lily  we  ulmil  of  nunc.    We  iKiast  beinR  the  Arcordinoty,  weltinj:  one  end  of  his  hnndkerrhlef 

.-.i-r.i... ^Tg  Ihe  Palneo  Biid  Ihe  wiih  tlie  BlI-dolcndnR  specific,  hcbi^n  tomb  away 

11,  and  that  we  have  on  iheplanlu,  wilhoiit  hpRlinxlhc  rciaonslrnnceeor 


red  quiirlers  of  the  eily,  llie  daric  and  solemn  nishment,  like  the  Xhbcw  nf  til.  Bndscl'i 
vii^ni'  iif  aneieiii  orandeur,  which  oceupied  the  ptofanemBiBOt  ilrank  up  thit  vial  of  brandy  t 
.<:suf  ntirveccrtbh' Alibeyftom  thctimeorSi.  had  Ions  pnucdmiisbratnons  the  relies  of  the 
led  lialla  were  once  more  made  ler  Hir  the  tears  iiT  Ihu  hlcsKil  saiiii.    Thi'  ven< 


r,  which  iiceupinl  the  ptofanemBiBOt  ilrank  up  thi)  vial  of  brandy  which 

yftom  thctimeorSl.  had  Ions  pnucd  miisto' atnons  the  relies  of  the  etois- 

..ere  once  more  made  ler  Hir  the  tears  iiT  Ihuhlcawdsaiiii.    Thi'veneraUe 

ind  1i£r  lon;{  nJi'Di  cchoe*  Burakcned,  by  ihe  nuardian  of  .Si,  Brklflsi  nrobnl  Jv  exprclKl  the  interfe- 


spectre  wouliTariM  lu 
Mrs.  P.ilii 


>ililo:l  (^  (.^a!H>'t,  who  was  executed  for  be-  I  happened  to  he  taking  my  mornin!)  walk  in  the 

uid  HcrMed  at  iiiiiluight  in  the  vcryhedeham-  ndjoinmc  Ballery,  pon<lenus  in  my  mind  why  the 

Scotland's  Mi^trn*.  Kii^  of  Hcnlland,  who  liuuc  nroimd  me.  should  be 

hancxt.'lhat  lbr|;nnd  lady  I  have  mentioned,  each  and  every  one  pninlcd  with  ii  now?  like  tha 

n  till,  diahnmc  of  her  hinclinn,  Khowing  the  knm-Kcroradolnr,  jriiralo!  Ihe  wBllBonceniorore- 

utniK  to  iiC'>rKiiey  ftiini  London)— not  one  of  echoed  with  sudi  sbricks,  as  fonncrly  were  as  often 

]u'(t,  duIL  mnimunplare  visilers,  who  irapc,  hcatd  in  Ihe  Scottish  palaces  as  were  mimds  of  re- 

and  lii>|en  with  an  BcquicaecDt  vMph,  to  the  vdry  and  muNC.    Somewhni  surprised  nt  siieh  an 

latkin  doled  nut  by  thi'nniviiicialGiecrone.  No  alarm  III  a  uUcnso  swilsry,  I  hnalitncd  In  the  spot, 

hjii'j— tin*  WHS  ihc  brisk,  alert  axanlotn  sreat   and  Ibimd  ihe  wvU-ineaninu  traveller  Bcnibhl ■-- 


nnivindidGiecrone.  No  alarm  III  a  liUcnso  sdllsry,  I  has' 
fk,  ali'rt  axanl  otn  sreat  and  Ibimd  ihe  wvU-ineaninu  travel 
1  »)oppnriunityof<lnnK  Hoar  like  b  honseninid,  while  Mrs, 
**.  as  lie  ii^niir:!  it.  that  ii^  nf  pulliitg  off  ihe  him  by  the  skins  of  the  coat,  in  vain  ewieBvuurcd  to 
■if  hi;  einpioj'crs,  and  iiiipnivinf:  bis  own  ac-  divortliim  from  liis  sacnleaiiius  puipiisc.  li  cost  me 
!■{  nnniiiitsiun.  II" had nd^rtad  thmneh  the  KinteirouMe  tneiptain  tolheioBlaoBpiirifkrofHlk- 
if  opaninenis,  withoul  rmdin,:;  the  lenst  oppnr-  sioekiiiEiL  eailiruioercd  wusleoalB  hruad-doth,  and 
til  ique!i  upnii  ihil  which  he  cnnridcTal  sn  the  denliuank^  that  theio*rerc»ac4i  thinKsinlheworid 
•al  end  n(  hi«  exislence.  V.\-ca  tlic  story  of  w  atmns  which  ouftni  lo  remain  indelible  on  nceuunt 
nf  the  BSROcMliami  with  which  ihey  are  connected. 
I.  -  wMrc*!  \e«  Tnwn."  in  lane  Mf.  CmnaBfir"'  Iw*  Our  Jjond  fHend  viewed  ereiy  thing  of  the  kind  only 
1  .iii«iM  miuivji  ii«  iMwaiin  ",sni',nrtii  In ijisi >•-  as  the  iiienns  of  displaying  ttw  taint  of  his  Taunied 
7^TX^\^^Sm^^)^^^^'  "-ominodiiy.  He  eaintn4mded,  however,  ihat  he 
ir-fiiwiriio<v<liiKniiiiiiliM,ud>aninli.  tin  hum  n'uiild  not  be  permitled  to  iiroceeri  Ui  exemplify  ita 
jUtr'  uHl  ftnvia  turn*  wne,  rf  tmrm,  akm.  Anr  nowerH  on  llic  present  occasion,  B«  two  or  three  mh«- 
.  r  i:—-.  n  t^tbrti,mA  in  lunui  ISO.  .liii  wionlH  flppcBrod,  hIio,  Ilkc  IIK,  ihrcaicnrf  to  msin- 
nKii«iltJirii-TiSJSlw«l£Zff;iIuSnf    'ainihehoiisiAeepcr'BaideofihciiiiCTiton.   Holhere- 

L ()„  labinri.  il,ii  thr  iiiii  iMinin  of  lard-   fare  took  his  leave,  mutteniig  thai  he  had  always 

4-tiii«niy  mod™  wiijt™iiinw<i  amir   heard  the  Rcou  were  a  nasty  people,  but  he  had  no 

n  sup^elrd  ta  wilb  raalMrDn.  smii  nder    -j^     ^lL.  (.^rtied  it  ao  fhr  n^  lo  ehivMc  lo  have  the 

'    *       iMiif  Willi  rriiHrt  In  iliii   flourB  of  their  patnccs  blood-bolteTrd,  like  Banqnn'B 

..1.1...... pj^^,,^   gliosi,  when  lo  remove  ibem  would  have  cost  but 

""    ""L",!!!   a  hundred  drops  of  the  liifiillible  Detment  Elixir. 

iiM  at  prepared  and  sold  )it  Heatrs.  Acruh  and  Rub,  in  flm 

sliillinf;  and  ten  BhdlinR  bottka,  etch  battle  beinp 
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marked  with  the  initials  of  the  inventor,  to  counter- 
feit which  would  be  to  incur  the  pains  oi  forgery. 

Freed  from  the  odipua  presence  of  this  lover  of 
cleanliness,  my  good  niena  Mrs.  Policy  was  profhse 
in  her  expressions  of  thanks ;  and  yet  tier  gratitude, 
instead  of  exhausting  itself  in  these  declarations,  ac- 
cording to  the  way  of  the  world,  continues  as  livdv 
at  this  moment  as  if  she  had  never  thanked  me  at  alL 
It  is  owing  to  her  recollection  of  this  piece  of  good 
service,  that  I  have  the  permission  of  wandering,  like 
the  ghost  of  some  departed  gentleman-usher,  through 
these  deserted  halls,  sometmies,  as  the  old  Iiiah  ditty 
xpressesit, 

Tbinlcinf  apoo  thiogg  that  WB  kMDg  eiKMgliico ; 

and  sometimes  wishing  I  coald,  with  the  ^cood-luck 
of  most  editors  of  romantic  narrative,  Ujg^t  ui>on 
some  hidden  crypt  or  massive  antique  cabinet,  which 
should  yield  to  my  researches  an  almost  illegible 
manuscript,  containinK  the  authentic  particulars  of 
some  of  the  strange  deeds  of  those  wild  days  of  the 
unha|»y  Mary. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Baliol  used  to  sympathize  ¥ath  me 
when  I  regretted  that  all  godsends  of  this  nature  had 
ceased  to  occur,  and  that  an  author  might  chatter  his 
teeth  to  pieces  by  the  seaside^  without  a  wave  ever 
wafiing  to  him  a  casket  containing  such  a  history  as 
that  ofAutomathes :  that  he  might  break  his  shins 
in  Btumblii^  through  a  hundred  vaults,  without  find- 
ing any  thing  but  rats  and  mice,  and  become  the 
tenant  of  a  dozen  sets  of  shabby  tenements,  without 
finding  that  they  contained  anjr  manuscript  but  the 
weekly  bill  for  board  and  lodging.  A  dairymaid  of 
these  degenerate  days  mwht  as  well  wash  and  deck 
her  dairy  in  hopes  of  finding  the  fmry  tester  in  her 
dioe. 

"  It  is  a  sad,  and  too  true  a  tale,  cousin,"  said  Mrs. 
Baliol.  "  I  am  sure  we  all  have  occasion  to  regret 
the  want  of  these  ready  supplements  to  a  failing  in- 
vention. But  you,  most  of  all,  have  right  to  complain 
that  the  fairies  have  not  fiivoured  your  researches^ 
you,  who  have  shown  the  world  that  the  Age  of 
Chivalry  stjll  exists— you,  the  Knight  of  CroftangiY, 
who  braved  the  fury  of  the  *  London  'prentice  bold,' 
in  behalf  of  the  fair  Dame  Policy,  and  the  memorial 
of  Rizzio*8  slaughter!  Is  it  not  a  pity,  cousin,  con- 
sidering the  feat  of  chivalry  was  otherwise  so  much 
accordmg  to  rule— is  it  not,  I  say,  a  great  pity  that 
the  lady  nad  not  been  a  little  younger,  and  the  legend 
a  little  older?" 

"  Why,  as  to  the  age  at  which  a  feir  dame  loses  the 
benefit  of  chivalry,  and  is  no  longer  entitled  to  crave 
boon  of  brave  knight,  that  I  leave  to  the  statutes  of 
the  Order  of  Errantry ;  but  for  the  blood  of  Rizzio,  I 
take  up  the  gauntlet,  and  maintain  against  all  and 
sundry,  that  I  hold  the  stains  to  be  of  no  modem 
date,  but  to  have  been  actually  the  consequence  and 
the  record  of  that  terrible  assassination." 

"As  I  cannot  accept  the  challenge  to  the  field,  fair 
cousin,  I  am  contented  to  require  proof" 

"  The  unaltered  tradition  of  the  Palace^  and  the 
correspondence  of  the  existing  state  of  things  with 
that  traditioiL" 

"  Explain^f  you  please." 

"  I  will.— The  umversal  tradition  bear&  that  when 
Rizzio  was  dragged  out  of  the  chamber  of  the  Queen, 
the  heat  and  nuy  of  the  assassins,  who  struggled 
which  should  deal  him  most  wounds,  deapatchednim 
at  the  door  of  the  anteroom.  At  the  door  of  the 
apartment,  therefore,  the  greater  quantity  of  the  ill- 
fated  minion's  blood  was  spilled,  and  there  the  marks 
of  it  are  stIU  shown.  It  is  reported  farther  by  his- 
torians, that  Mary  continued  ner  entreaties  for  his 
life,  mingling  her  prayers  with  screams  and  exclama- 
tions, unSsne  knew  that  he  was  assuredly  slain ;  on 
which  she  wiped  her  eyes  and  said,  *  I  will  now  study 
revenge.* " 

"  All  this  is  granted.— But  the  blood  7  would  it  not 
wash  out,  or  waste  out,  think  you,  in  so  many 
years  7" 

*'|  am  coming  to  that  presently.  The  constant 
tradition  of  the  Palace  saya,  that  Marv  discharged 
any  measures  to  be  taken  to  remove  the  marks  of 
slaughter,  which  she  had  resolved  should  remain  as 


a  memorial  to  quicken  and  confirm  her  pmpoaed  _ 
geance.  But  it  is  added,  that,  satisfied  with  the  know* 
ledge  that  it  existed,  and  not  desiroos  to  have  the 
ghastly  evidence  always  under  her  eye,  aha  canaad  a 
traverse,  as  it  is  called,  (that  i^  a  temporary  senea 
of  boarda,)  to  be  drawn  alone  the  under  part  of  the 
anteroom,  a  few  feet  from  the  door,  so  as  to  separate 
the  place  stained  with  the  blood  from  the  rest  of  the 
apartment,  and  involve  it  in  coounderable  obacuri^. 
Now,  this  temporaij  partition  atill  exists,  and  oy 
running  across  and  mternipting  the  plan  of  the  rooi 
and  cornices,  plainly  intimates  that  it  has  been  in- 
tended to  serve  some  temporary  purpose,  since  it  dis- 
figures the  proportions  of  the  room,  interferes  with 
the  ornaments  of  the  ceiling,  and  could  only  have 
been  put  there  for  some  such  purpose,  as  hkung  an 
object  too  disagreeable  to  be  looked  upon.  As  to  die 
objection  that  the  blood-stains  would  nave  disappear- 
ed in  course  of  time,  I  apprehend  that  if  measmres  to 
eflace  them  were  not  taken  immediately  after  the 
affair  happened— if  the  blood,  in  other  words,  were 
allowed  to  sink  into  the  wood,  the  stain  wotud  be- 
come almost  indeUble.  Now,  not  to  mention  that  our 
Scottish  palaces  were  not  particularly  weU  washed 
in  those  days,  and  that  there  were  no  Patent  Drops 
to  assist  the  laboura  of  the  mop.  I  think  it  y&yyto- 
bable  that  these  dark  relics  mignt  subsist  for  a  loiig 
course  of  time,  even  if  Mary  had  not  desired  or 
directed  that  they  should  be  preserved,  but  screened 
by  the  traverse  from  pubhc  mfjtiL  I  know  seveial 
instances  of  similar  olood-stains  remaining;  for  a 
great  many  years,  and  I  doubt  whether,  after  a  cer- 
tain time,  any  thiiu;  can  remove  them,  save  the  car- 
penter's plan&  If  any  Seneschal,  by  war  of  in- 
creasing the, interest  of  the  apartments,  nad,  by 
means  of  paint,  or  any  other  mode  of  imitation, 
endeavoured  to  palm  upon  posterity  supposititious 
stigmata.  I  conceive  that  the  impostor  would  have 
chosen  the  Queen's  cabinet  and  the  bedroom  for  the 
scene  oi  his  trick,  placing  bis  bloody  tracery  where  it 
could  be  distinctly  seen  oy  visiters,  instead  of  hidmg 
it  behind  the  travtfse  in  this  manner.  The  existence 
of  the  said  traverse^  or  temporary  partition,  ia  alao 
extremely  difficult  to  be  accounted  for,  if  the  common 
and  ordiniuy  tradition  be  rejected.  In  short,  all  the 
reat  of  this  striking  locality  is  so  true  to  the  historical 
fact,  that  I  think  it  may  well  bear  out  the  additional 
circumstance  of  the  blood  on  the  floor." 

"  I  profess  to  you,"  answered  Mrs.  Baliol,  "  that  I 
am  very  willing  to  be  converted  to  your  fiuth.  We 
talk  of  a  credulous  vulgar,  without  always  reoollect- 
infi^  that  there  is  a  vulgar  incredulity,  wnich,  in  h»- 
toncal  matters,  as  wdlas  in  those  of  relupoD,  finds 
it  easier  to  doubt  than  to  examine,  and  en^avoors  to 
assume  the  credit  of  an  uprit/orLhy  denyinc  what- 
ever happens  to  be  a  little  beyond  the  verynmited 
comprehension  of  the  sceptic.— And  so,  that  point 
being  settled,  and  you, possessing,  as  we  undersund, 
the  open  Sesamum  into  these  secret  apartments, 
how,  if  we  may  ask.  do  you  mtend  to  avail  yourself 
of  your  privilege  ?— Do  you  propose  to  pass  the  night 
in  the  royal  bedchamber?" 

'*  For  what  purpose,  my  dear  lady  ?— if  to  improve 
the  rheumatism,  this  east  wind  may  serve  the  pur- 
pose." 

"Improve  the  rheumatism— Heaven  forbid!  that 
would  DC  worse  than  adding  colours  to  the  violet. 
No,  I  mean  to  recommend  a  ni^t  on  the  couch  of 
the  Rose  of  Scotland,  merely  to  improve  the  ima#- 
nation.  Who  knows  what  dreams  might  be  pro- 
duced by  a  night  spent  in  a  mansion  of  so  many  aae- 
mories !  For  aunit  I  know,  the  von  door  of  the 
ppstem  stair  might  open  at  the  dead  hour  of  mid- 
night, and,  as  at  the  time  of  the  conspiracy,  forth 
might  sally  the  phantom  assassins,  with  steal-thy 
step  and  ghastly  look,  to  renew  <the  semblanee  at 
the  deed,  iliere  comes  the  fierce  fenatic  Ruthven— 
party  hatred  enabling  him  to  bear  the  armour  vHudi 
would  otherwise  wogh  down  a  form  attenuated  by 
wasting  disease.  See  how  his  writhen  features  show 
under  the  hollow  helmet,  like  those  of  a  corpse 
tenanted  by  a  demon,  whose  vindictive  purpose  looks 
out  at  the  flashmg  eye&  while  the  vtsafpe  has  the 
stillness  of  death.— Yonder  appears  the  tall  form  of 
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the  boT  Daniley,  at  goodly  in  pwton  at  TadUmting 
in  momtion;  yonder  he  advances  with  heatatuig 
UBPt  and  yet  more,  heatating  purpose,  his  cfail^sE 
fear  bsYing  alzeadT  oyeroome  nis  childish  pasaon. 
He  is  in  the  plight  of  a  mischievous  lad  who  has  find  a 
mine^  and  who  now,  expecting  the  explosion  in  re- 
mone  and  tenor,  would  give  nis  life  to  quench  the 
train  which  his  own  hand  lighted.— Yonder-^nder 
—But  I  Ibiget  the  rest  of  the  worthy  cut-tnroats. 
Help  me,  if  you  can." 

"Summon  up,"  said  L  *'the  PostulateL  Geoi]ge 
Douglas,  the  most  active  of  the  gang.  Let  him  arise 
at  your  call—the  claimant  of  wealu  which  he  does 
Bot  possess— the  j)ar taker  of  the  illustrious  blood  of 
Douglas,  but  which  in  his  veins  is  sullied  with  iUe- 
ptimacy.  Paint  him  the  ruthless  the  daring,  the 
ambitious— so  nigh  greatness,  yet  debarred  firom  it— 
•0  near  to  wealth,  yet  excluded  from  possessing  it— 
I  political  Tantalus,  ready  to  do  or  dare  any  thing  to 
terminafe  his  necessities  and  assert  his  impemct 
claims." 

"  Admirable,  my  dear  Croftangry  1  But  what  is  a 
Poetubter 

"  Pooh,  my  dear  Madam,  you  disturb  the  current 
of  my  ideae— The  Postulate  was,  in  Scottish  phrase, 
the  candidate  for  some  benefice  which  he  had  not  yet 
attained— €}eox»e  Douglaa,  who  stabbed  Rizzioi  was 
the  Postulate  for  the  temporal  possessions  of  the 
tich  Abbey  of  Arbroath." 

"I  stand  informed— Coma  proceed;  who  comes 
next?"  continued  Mrs.  Baliol. 

"Who  comes  next  1  Yon  tall,  thin-made,  aavage- 
looking  man,  with  the  petronel  m  his  hand,  must  oe 
Andrew Ker  of  Faldonade,  a  brother's  son,!  believe, 
flf  the  celebrated  Sir  David  Ker  of  Cessford ;  his 
look  and  >¥*iri"g  those  of  a  Border  freebooter ;  his 
dimwsition  so  savagi^  that,  during  the  fimy  in  the 
cabinet,  he  presented  nis  loaded  piece  at  the  bosom  of 
the  young  and  beautiful  Clueen,  that  Queen  also 
bcinit  witnm  a  few  weeks  of  becoming  a  mother." 

"Brava  beau  cousin  I— YfeHL  having  raised  your 
bevy  of  phantoms,  I  hope  you  do  not  mtend  to  send 
them  back  to  then-  cold  beds  to  warm  them  1  You 
will  put  them  to  some  action,  and  since  you  do 
threaten  the  Canongate  with  your  desperate  quill, 
yqo  Burely  mean  to  novelise,  or  to  dramatise  if^you 
wilLthia  moet  singular  of  all  tragedies  7" 

**  Worse— that  is  less  interesting— periods  of  history 
have  beeu,  indeed,  diown  up,  for  furnishing  amuse- 
ment to  the  peaceable  ages  which  have  succeeded ; 
bat,  dear  lady,  the  events  are  too  well  known  in 
Maiys  days,  to  be  used  as  vehicles  of  romantic  fic- 
tion. What  can  a  better  writer  than  myself  add  to 
the  elegant  and  forcible  narrative  of  Robertson  1  So 
adieu  to  my  vision— I  awake,  like  John  Bunyan, 

and  behold  it  is  a  dream.'— Well,  enough  that  I 
awake  without  a  sciatica,  which  would  nave  pro- 
bably rewarded  my  slumbers  had  I  profaned  dueen 
Narrs  bed,  by  using  it  as  a  mechanical  resource  to 
awaken  a  torpid  imagination." 


"  This  will  never  do,  contain,"  answerad  Mrs.  Baliol  2 
**  you  must  get  over  all  these  scruples,  if  you  would 
thrive  in  the  cnaracter  of  a  romantic  historian,  which 
you  have  determined  to  embrace.  What  is  the 
claasic  Robertson  to  yonl  The  light  which  he  ear- 
ned was  that  of  a  lamp  to  illuminate  the  dark  events 
of  antiquitY;  vours  is  a  magic  lantern  to  raise  up 
wonders  wnicn  never  existed.  No  reader  of  sense 
wonders  at  your  historical  jnaccurades,  any  more 
than  he  does  to  see  Punch  in  the  show-box  seated  on 
the  same  throne  with  King  Solomon  in  his  glorv,  or 
to  hear  him  hallooing  out  to  the  patriarch,  amid  the 
deluge,  *  liigfaty  haxy  weather.  Master  Noah.' " , 

'*  Do  not  mistake  me^  my  dear  madam^"  aaid  I ; 
"I  am  quite  conscious  of  my  own  immumties  as  a 
tale-teller.  But  even  the  mendacknu  Mr.  Fagg;  in 
Sheridan's  RivalS|  assures  us,  that  though  he  never 
scruples  to  tell  a  he  at  his  master's  command,  vet  it 
hurts  his  conscience  to  be  found  out.  Now,  this  is 
the  reason  why  I  avoki  in  prudence  all  well-known 
paths  of  history,  where  every  one  can  read  the  finger- 
posts carefully  set  up  to  advise  them  of  the  iimt 
turning ;  and  the  very  boys  and  girls,  who  learn  the 
history  of  Britain  by  way  of  question  and  answer, 
hoot  at  a  poor  author  if  he  abandona  the  highway.'' 

"  Do  not  be  discouraged,  however,  cousin  ChrystaL 
There  are  plenty  of  wudemesses  in  Scottish  history, 
throi^  which,  unless  I  am  greatly  misinformed,  no 
certam  paths  have  been  laid  down  from  actual 
survey,  but  which  are  onl v  described  by  imperfect  tra- 
dition, which  fills  up  with  wonders  and  with  legends 
the  periods  in  which  no  real  events  are  recognised  to 
have  taken  place.    Even  thus,  as  Mat  Prior  says— 

*  Oeoptpban  on  pethlM  downs, 
Plaot  oloiiluuito  intteul  of  Iowm.'  " 

"If  such  be  your  advice,  my  dear  lady,"  sakl  I, 
"  the  course  of  my  story  shall  take  its  rise  upon  this 
occasion  at  a  remote  period  of  history,  and  in  a  pro- 
vince removed  fix>m  my  natural  sphere  of  the  Canon- 
gate." 

It  was  under  the  influence  of  those  feelings  that 
1  undertook  the  following  Historical  Romance, 
which,  ofken  suspended  and  flung  aside,  is  now 
arrived  at  a  sbe  too  important  to  be  altoge^er 
thrown  away,  although  there  may  be  little  prudence 
in  sending  it  to  the  press. 

I  have  not  placed  in  the  mouth  of  the  characters 
the  Lowland  Scotch  dialect  now  spoken,  bNBcause 
unquestwnablv  the  Scottiah  of  that  day  resembled 
very  closely  the  An^^o-Saxon,  with  a  sprinkling  of 
French  or  Norman  to  enrich  it  Those  who  wish  to 
investigate  the  subject,  may  consult  the  Chronicles  of 
Winton,  and  the  History  of  Bruca  by^  Archdeacon 
Barbour.  But  supponng  my  own  skill  in  the  ancient 
Scottish  were  suflicient  to  mvest  the  dialogue  with 
its  peculiarides,  a  translation  must  have  been  necea- 
Muy  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  reader.  The  Scot- 
tish dialect  may  be  therefore  considered  as  laid  aside, 
unless  where  the  use  of  peculiar  words  may  add  em- 
phasis or  vivacity  to  the  compoaition. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

"  MMld  Um  Tiber/*  the  Tain  Roman  cried, 
Vltwinf  the  ample  Tay  ftom  Baiglie'i  aide ; 
But  whett'i  tha  fitoot  mat  would  the  TadBt  repay, 
And  hail  the  pwqr  Tibar  for  the  Ttyf—Ammrmm. 

Ammm  all  the  provincea  in  Scotland,  if  an  intelli- 
gent stranger  were  asked  to  describe  the  most  varied 

^*  ^Mh  b  tha  atthor*!  opinion,  foondad  perhaps  on  ftilinse 
vpetioiial  pfida,  of  Um  nUti^  daina  oftha  daariaal  rivw  and 
Uja  Seottiab  one.  fihovid  ha  avar  afain  ba  a  blotlar  of  papar, 
■!°gP<»to  ba  aMa  to  ipaak  on  thia  labjeet  tha  Muar  lanfuafa 
•■ '■•■oail  eooiietion.    Anc-  isei. 


and  the  most  beautiful,  it  is  probable  he  would  name 
the  county  of  Perth.  A  nanve  also  of  any  other  dia- 
trict  of  Caledonia,  thoofl^  his  partialities  mjgfat  lead 
him  to  prefer  his  native  county  in  the  firat  instance, 
would  certainly  class  that  of  Perth  in  the  aeoond,  and 
thus  rave  its  inhabitants  a  fiur  light  to  plead  that— 
preiudioe  apart— Perthahire  forms  the  faireet  portion 
of  the  northern  kingdom.  It  is  long  since  Lady  Marr 
Wortley  Montague,  with  that  excellent  taste  which 
characteriaes  h^  writinga,  emmssed  her  opinion  that 
the  most  interesting  district  of  every  countiy,  and  that 
which  exhibita  the  varied  beautiea  of  natural  scenery 


muiy  tiirtili'  anj  habitalile  incm,  wliicli  inoy 
ihe  nchiiiwH  or  iDerry  RiidinU  brndf.  llie  cvuinry 
huialMi  litiin  ihc  lume  or  many  irnnnrkililr  vxplnitt 
ind  cvi-nrii,  Euinp  of  hiitiiriral  inipwtniuT,  olhMs  in- 
tervnine  id  ihiivnx  ind  Fanwncer.  tlioiijjli  ipronled 
in  (loiiulir  traililmi  ilone.  Il  warn  in  llicsr  valet  ibil 
ibr>  Maximo  ,i(  ihv  plain,  Knil  tliv  (tec)  of  ihi-  mcniii- 
tsiiiK,  linJ  iiiDny  ■  doqwrole  ami  bloody  liicvunler, 
in  wnidr  il  <K»f  fmiueiiil/  impMliblp  lo  Hrriile  tliv 

K'm  ti(  virlonr  biMweni  tb«  niailtil  rliiviilry  o(  llm 
w  (.'ounlry,  aiul  llio  plaidnl  clans  w" —  "' 

PiTlh,  M>  cnunenl  for  ttip  keaalir  uf  ii 
a  ph(v  of  4<ival  DnlitpiiDri  nnlold  irauiiKin  wb^h 
M  tlw  luwn  llic  iiniuTluneo  uT  a  Roiiiui  bundation. 
Tliat  vu-iuTHNia  natian,  il  ia  aaiil,  pti-tMidrd  to  rreop' 
tme  ihn  T^HTiii  ihii  ninrh  more  inaiinifiwnt  and  nn- 
fWabhi  Tav.  and  to  acknuwli^!  ihr  larae  Itvvl 
<nM<\-,  wt'll  known  by  ilic  naino  omIh'  Korih  Inch,  as 
havinijii  nrar  Tranublance  lotlnirCe 
Thr  luy  wan  oDrn  tli«  mklniri!  of 

vrfto,  aliliotnh  they  had ' ' 

Ciaurdan  <\nivi'iil  unni^ _, 

ofilidtroinl.  Il  wMUrrethat  Jami'iithf  Fiiei, 
of  tha  umat  and  IwM  at  (Ik  Scoltinl)  kintni.  fen  a 
nctini  ■•>  iIm  jaalonay  of  tiie  vengeftil  aiiaiorraiy. 
HtrealsuiH.'cunnlibrmyalcTiunaronqiinryurOuw- 
rtei  Ihe  ncne  of  vhirh  baa  only  of  hu  bovn  c4t*ar.(Hj, 
by  till; iliiiirui'tionorthcanFimtpiiUn' ill  irhirh  ihu 
irasnlywiiiBi.'ml.  ThcAnliqnanBnSocictyorPcrth, 
wiih  jnM  ical  fur  tlu  ob.)MH  nT  Ihrir  ponuir,  havi^ 
published  an  ■I'ctirnlF  plain  uf  thU  iiwnoraUp  — 


.  „  . monarchi:, 

B(  PiTlh,  found  I  lie 
Ibrilior'-rcpiion 


JeHnlil,  tor  I  whb  nut  abovn  GS^crn  yenrs  old ;  and  ai 
Ihiahadlicrn  iliiifiiweiciirnuinHliicbl  wasrernut- 
|pd  to  malm  on  a  pony  uf  my  uwn,  1  altn  pxprnmrad 
the  itiuUF  oT  indriMiuk-nci'.  lnin:(led  with  thai  diKMr 
if  anxiMy  whicli  the  mnat  coimitril  boy  ftvla  whn 
p  is  litsl  nbandoned  inhiaown  undintieilaMmwlL 
rwnllKCt  inillinit  iqi  tht  ifini  wilhnnt  nicanms  to 
iiKOiaitdgiiTbiftuDlbiiivvnpbcrnivnir,  «« if  Iliad 
.)!en  aftaid  il  would  ahin,  lilu  Ibnri'  in  ■  tliralnr,  brtw 
roiild  diiiinrily  obamrc  ita  diflareni  pam  or  eoo- 
-—  niyarlf  thai  whai  ]  aaw  waa  nal.    Snoe  ihn 

- r I  "H'I  lliB  IMUil  i*  now  mmr  ihan  fifty  ycat* 

roman-  BanLlhrrmilleclion  of  ihol  iliimilobU- laiidara»tai> 
with  It,  WHiiirawd  tlii>  utruiigrai  inBui'ncv  ovn  my  nmid,  and 
iviainnlitaplacoasanienKirahle  thing,  whramiidi 
that  wan  innurutialuniiiyownfurluncBliaiHcdAMB 
^y  tmillertion.  Ii  ii  therFfiiro  nottital,  that,  whib 
^HJbeiatinRon  what  miuhl  bchrouidilforwardlbr  tkr 
'^narmmt  nf  Ihe  imhfie,  1  ahoidn  pitch  upon  hnw 
TBiivK  coniiTCtHl  wilh  ihr  aplrudid  tMncry  wMea 

, de  aa  muufi  imprcwon  on  my  youthful  imaRin*' 

(ion,  and  which  may  (ittliaiia  hove  ihnt  iHeri  in  wt- 
line  off  the  ImperfveiLuns  of  ihe  roniporilion,  whirh 
lailies  HippofH!  a.  Hoe  net  of  chinn  lo  possess  in  ncighl 
linglhe  flavour  of  indilien-iit  tca.t 
file  pniod  at  which  I  prupoiKr  lo  rommener.  ii, 
,.nweV<T,  oonaidriably  parlier  ibaD  either  nf  thf  ir- 
piBikaMe  hiatorieal  transacitona  to  which  I  have  il- 
nady  allurinl,  as  the  crcnls  whirh  I  am  alioul  to  re- 
count oeruTrnl  dmins  ihr  la>i  yeara  of  the  founeenth 
rcninry,  wbon  ihe  Scotdali  ereptte  was  awayed  by 
ihf  f^pnlle.  but  fecblB  hand  of  John,  who,  on  limw 
I'lllrt  to  the  ihrnn?,  awumcH  ihe  liile  of  Robm  the 
Third. 


One  of  the  niusi  Iwniiiirul  points  of 

Biilniii,  ur  perbapB  ihe  world,  cnnattbrd.  .„. 

we  may  any  wnii,  thr  proBpii'l  from  n  spot  cnlleil  ihe 
WH'k^  of  Ilnitclie,  heiua  a  auveies  of  niche  al  whicli 
the  lravi'lli-rnrnv<>il,ull<'inkin){>l(iHefn<iii  Kiuroaa, 
tbiuiuih  uwaBli-anu  unintenr<liag  cuunlry,  and  froo^ 
which,  as  Gwiiiiw  a  pam  over  the  auniinit  of  a  liday 
cmininice  which  hu  liail  UTUiluallyaiiniiiiunltid,  lu'bi-i 
belli.  stieK-hiaa  bencailihim,  ihc  volluy  of  tho  Tay^ 
(ravenHid  by  ita  aniph-  and  kirdly  atrcam  i  tha  tai — 
of  Penh.  With  ila  tvni  larai.'  inraduwi!.  ur  Inchea, 
aieeiiled,  aikl  ila  inwctai  llir  bilb  of  MiiDeniir  a:-- 
Kinnuul  faintly  liiing  into  pictuifHiiwi  rocki^  patll]> 
cloihiid  with  woodni  the  nrli  maiirin  nf  the  river, 
atuddedwjihekuaiil  inanaions;  and  ibt'diaUntviow 
of  ibe  hui^  Gniiiipian  mouniaiiiK  the  Dunhom  arre 
of  ihia  eiuuiHW  landacapo.    —       ■       -' 


....    liin  allcialion  of  ihe 

be  uwncd,  lo  thi)  inuwovemcni 
avnids  this  iiiaRniBceni  poini 


ptoaeh  miBi  be  slid  eonndeied  aa  cximnely  beanli- 
hi.  Ilipre  la  niHI  we  believe^  a  fiwipalb  letl  open,  by 
which  the  alalioD  at  Ibe  Wirk*  of  Bauhe  may  be  ap- 
prpadwd ;  ?nil  the  traviiUn,  by  quitline  bis  hurae  m 
equqiagt^  ..-i  I  walkins  a  few  hundren  yardsi  ma; 
abll  coinpnrv  Ihg  real  landseapa  with  Ihe  >kelrh 


V  llavc  atlemplad  lo  0 


d  when  he  beheld,  for  ih 


aiisrye) 
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in  sreatmt  perferlion,  is  ihal  where  iIih  monntnins !  our  power  lo  romnmnicale,  or  in  hrs  lo  rerei' 
•ink  down  upon  the  fhampabp,  or  more  level  lanit.  I  the  eniuisitechnrni  which  surpnse  Rivi«  to  vleanin. 
The  must  uiclun.iii|iie,ifiiiilllicLuheal  hills,an!  also  '  wlu'U  I'D  splendid  o  view  nnsre  when  least  eiperled 

lobvfuiuiiliulbHoaiintyof  Penh.    The  riverti  tind  '  or  hmeii  for.  and  wliirh  Cliryiial  Cruhiui 

their  way  nut  of  the  inDLiiitainnuareinan  by  the  wild-  Kne«d  wher  ■  ■  ■  ■•  -  -■ 
eat  II  ajia.  andlhraudi  thrmi)«llomanlicpa*aeei*on- 
aa-lins  the  Hiiclilanda  willi  thr  [rfiwlanda.  Above, 
Ibe  vi'Kutaliuu  of  a  hnppiiT  rliniale  and  wil,  ia  tirili- 
({h'd  with  iIh)  nuitninrriit  ulunarmistieF  of  moun- 
luin-aeciiery.  and  wuodiL  RTuvra,  and  ibickeia  in  pru- 
fiHiiin,  itliitlie  till)  baiki  iir  Ihc  hills,  an-i'nd  np  the  ra- 
vines, und  niintde  wiih  llie  pnviiaeeK  II  ia  in  aieli 
favMiri'il  rcffiiuis  ihot  t Iw  tniveHvr  Hiida  what  llu-  poet 
ijray.  orwiule  oiipiiIho.  luia  Icniied,  Kraaly  lyiiic  in 
ihe  (mi  uT Tenor. 

fViini  the  aaineadvanlaiienriiiliintiuli.  ibis  favnur- 
nl  pruvincu  i<rcaent*  a  lanely  nf  tlw  moat  pleaains 
charwiler.  lis  laki').  wooda,  and  niounlaina,  may 
vie  iu  brniitlr  with  any  lliat  ihu  UifHitnnd  tvur  cahi- 
bilsi  while  Penhahire  cuiitains,  atniilsl  Ihia  roman- 


CHAPTER   II. 


rltt<hilruiiinciiil'.-#i 

put*  of  i>a  1^  U«  fw* 


•  ninnScranunajwwhmlhtAalia^aflliriMMr, 
>  inriT  ar  ha  eualiTncfli  ilm.  alln  wdi  a  liu*  tl  tun  ■ 
m,  hottciMF,  JaftinaHl,  by  nhuw  trllem  frDin  Pfrthiliif.  imp 

'rlciiRHUn*,D'lr 
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hu  at  no  time  been  without  its  owa  share  of  those  was  an  honest  burgiier  of  Perth,  and  could  use  his 

chirms  which  are  at  once  more  interesting  and  more  needle  as  well  as  I  can.    Did  there  come  war  to  the 

xnnsieni.  To  be  called  the  Fair  Maid  of  Perth,  would  gates  of  our  fair  burgh,  down  went  needles,  thread, 

u  anr  period  have  been  a  high  distinction,  and  have  and  shamoy  leather,  and  out  came  the  good  head- 

inftrrrea  no  mean  superiority  in  beauty,  where  there  piece  and  target  from  the  dark  nook,  and  the  long 

were  manv  to  claim  that  much-envied  attribute.  But,  lance  from  above  the  chimney.  Show  me  a  day  that 

in  the  feuool  times,  to  which  we  now  call  the  reader's  cither  he  or  I  were  absent  when  the  Provost  made 

aiteniion,  female  beauty  was  a  quality  of  much  high-  his  musters !    Thus  we  have  led  our  lives,  my  girl, 

r:  importance  t}ian  it  has  bocn  .<)ince  the  ideas  of  chi-  working  to  win  our  bread,  and  fighting  to  defend  it. 

rilry  have  been  in  a  great  measure  extinguislied.  I  will  have  no  son-in-law  that  thinks  himself  l)ctter 

The  love  of  the  ancient  cavaliers  was  a  hcenscd  spe-  than  mo ;  and  for  these  lords  and  knights,  I  trust 

rirsof  idolatr)',  which  the  love  of  Heaven  alone  was  thou  wilt  always  remember  thou  art  too  low  to  be 

tbeoretically  supposed  to  approach  in  intensity,  and  their  lawful  love,  and  too  high  to  be  their  unlawful 

vhich  in  practice  it  seldom  equalletl.    God  and  the  loon.    And  now  lay  by  thy  work  lass,  for  it  is  holy- 

Ladies  were  familiariy  appealed  to  in  the  same  breath ;  tide  eve,  nnd  it  becomes  us  to  go  to  the  evening  ser- 

auJ  dtrvotion  to  the  tair  sex  was  as  peremptorily  en-  vice,  and  pray  that  Heaven  may  send  thee  a  good 

>^loed  uptiii  the  aspirant  to  the  honour  of  cnivaiiy.  as  Valentino  to-morrow." 

Uut  which  was  due  to  Heaven.  At  such  a  perioa  in  80  the  Fair  Maid  of  Perth  laid  aside  the  splendid 
«oc:i«ty,  the  power  of  beauty  was  almost  unlimited,  hawking  glove  which  she  was  embroidering  for  the 
It  could  level  tlie  highest  rank  with  that  which  was  Lady  Drummond,  and  putting  on  her  holvday  kirtle, 
jamcasurably  inferior.  ,  preparetl  to  attend  her  father  to  the  HlacKfriars  Mo- 
It  was  hut  in  the  reign  preceding  that  of  Robert  nastery,  which  was  adjacent  to  Couvrefew  Street,  in 
III.,  that  brauty  alone  had  elevated  a  person  of  infe-  which  they  lived.  On  their  passage.  Simon  Glover, 
lior  rank  and  indifferent  morals  to  share  the  Scottish  an  ancient  and  esteemed  burgess  of  Perth,  somewhat 
throne  ;*  arid  many  women  leas  artful  or  less  fortu-  stricken  in  years  and  increased  in  substance,  received 
naie,  had  risen  to  g^reatness  from  a  state  of  concu-  from  young,  and  old  the  homage  due  to  his  velvet 

while  the  well-known 

I  concealed  beneath  her 

ic  mantilla  still  worn  in 

Citie  Glover,  who  was  universally  acknowledged  to  Flanders— called  both  obeisances  and  dofTings  of  the 

U;  the  most  beautiful  young  woman  of  (he  city  or  its  bonnet  from  young  and  old. 


pcahed  for  decd:^  of  chivalry,  were  more  attentive  to    curled  tresses,  surmounted  by  a  small  seariet  bonnet. 


eihibit  feats  of  horsemanship  as  they  passed  the  door  became  that  species  of  head-<lre8s.    He  had  no  other 

of  old  Simon  Glover,  in  what  was  called  Couvrefew,  weapon  than  a  stnfl'in  his  hand,  it  not  being  thou^t 

or  Curfew  Street,  than  to  distinguish  tliemsclves  in  fit  that  persons  of  his  degree,  (for  he  was  an  appren- 

rhe  toiu-naments,  where  the  noblest  dames  of  Scxti-  tice  to  tne  old  Glover,)  should  appear  on  the  street 

:&nd  wenv  spectators  of  their  address.  armed  with  sword  or  dagger,  a  privilege  which  the 

Bdi  the  Criover's  daughter— for,  as  was  common  jackmen,  or  military  retainers  of  the  nobility,  esteem- 

w-.ui  the  citizens  and  artisans  of  that  early  period,  ed  exclusively  their  own.    He  attended  his  master  at 

'>r  father,  Simon,  derived  his  surname  from  tne  trade  holytide,  partly  in  the  character  of  a  domestic,  or 

viich  he  practised— showed  no  inclination  to  listen  guardian,  should  there  be  cause*  for  his  interference; 

!v  any  gallantry  which  came  from  those  of  a  station  but  it  was  not  difficult  to  discern,  by  the  earnest  al- 

Tiuhly  exalted  above  that  which  she  herself  occu-  tention  which  he  paid  to  Catharine  Glover,  that  it 

;jnd;  and  thoi4gh  probably  in  no  degree  insensible  to  was  to  her,  rather  than  to  her  father,  that  he  desired 

ner  personal  charm.s,  seemed  desirous  to  confine  her  to  dedicate  his  good  offices.     Generally  speaking, 

conquests  to  those  who  were  within  her  own  sphere  there  was  no  opportunity  for  his  zeal  displaying  itself; 

jf  lifie.    Indeed,  her  beauty  being  of  that  kind  which  for  a  common  reeling  of  respect  induced  passengers 

%i  connect  more  with  the  mind  than  with  the  per-  to  give  way  to  the  father  and  daughter. 

ML  was,  notwithstanding  her  natural  kindness  and  But  when  the  steel  caps,  barrets,  and  plumes,  of 

imtlencsa  of  disposition,  rather  allied  to  reserve  than  squires,  archers,  and  men-at-arms,  began  to  be  seen 

to  gayety,  even  when  in  company  with  her  equals ;  among  the  throng,  the  wearers  of  these  warlike  dis- 

ind  the  earnestness  with  whurh  she  attended  upon  tinctions  were  more  rude  in  their  demeanour  than 

ikezerciscaof  devotion,  induced  many  to  think  that  the  quiet  citizens.      More  than  once,  when  from 

Catharine  Glover  nourished  the  private  wish  to  retire  chance^  or  perhaps  from  an  assumption  of  superior 

2/001  the  world,  and  bury  herself  in  the  recesses  of  importance,  such  an  individual  took  the  wall  of  Si- 

tbe  cloister.   But  to  such  a  sacrifice,  should  it  be  me-  mon  in  passing,   the  Glover's  youthful  attendant 

dnated,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  her  father,  reputed  bristled  up  with  a  look  of  defiance,  and  the  air  of  one 

I  wealthy  man,  and  having  this  only  child,  would  who  sought  to  distinguish  his  zeal  in  his  mistress's 

yield  a  wdling  consent.  service  by  its  ardour.    As  frequently  did  Conachar, 

In  her  resolution  of  avoiding  the  addresses  of  the  for  such  was  the  lad's  name,  receive  a  check  from 

SiUani  courtiers,  the  reigning  Beauty  of  Perth  was  his  master,  who  gave  him  to  understand  that  he  did 

coafirtn«i  by  the  sentiments  of  her  parent.    "  Let  not  wish  his  interference  before  he  required  it.  "  Fool- 

them  go,*'  he  sakl ;  **  let  them  go,  Catharine,  those  ish  boy,"  he  said,  "  hast  thou  not  lived  long  enough 

plants  with   their  capering  horses,   their  jingling  in  my  shop  to  know  that  a  blow  will  breed  a  brawl 

ipirs,  thdr  plumed  bonnets,  and  their  trim  musta-  —that  a  oirk  will  cut  the  skin  as  fast  as  a  needle 

mes;  they  are  not  of  our  class,  nor  will  we  aim  at  pierces  leather— that  I  love  peace,  though  I  never 

giiring  with  them.    To-morrow  is  Saint  Valentine's  feared  war,  and  care  not  which  side  of  the  causeway 

keep  our 
excused 


My,  when  every  bird  chooses  her  mate ;  but  you   my  daughter  and  I  walk  upon,  so  we  may 
will  not  see  the  linnet  pair  with  the  sparrowhawk,    road  in  peace  and  quietness  r'— C^onachar 


.     .  .     .  fU  ._ 

!Z**^i^7"^^^  £*"  Jl'Mr^^K**^  \fl*  "***.*'*. "ll?'  thou  wouldsi  remain  in  my  service,  thou  must  think 

witnmraiMNi,  Boaoe  toll*  m  that,  "  After  Kinir  Ri.Ihti  (II.)  of  honesty,  and  eave  honour  to  the  swaggenng  tools 

URTJl  the  Earl  of  RoMis  ilochler,  he  liad  ElixabeUi  Mure  «>f  who   wear  steel    at    their  heels   and    iron   on    their 

Ruadlftn,  in  j^acs  of  hi*  wif**.    in  the  thrid  year  uf  King  Ro-  shoulders.    If  you  wish  to  wear  and  use  such  garni- 

u>iwlMiniu."-BBUJuipaN,Vol.ip.4S8.  or  in  my  company.        ...,..,         ...    _..w* 

lotertm  liiHueirwmaaKin  of  Elizabeth  Mure.  Conachar  teemed  rather  to  kuidle  at  this  rebuke 
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than  to  mbimt 
thftt  iligbt 


Bnt  B  agn  from  CathanncL  if 

Dg  ot  Her  little  finger  was  indeed  a 

aign,  had  more  eflect  than  the  angry  reproof  of  his 


to  it. 

of  her  little  finger  was 
)ct  than  the  angry  repra 

^»  and  the  youth  laid  aside  the  military  air 

which  seemed  natural  to  him,  and  relapsed  into  the 
humble  follower  of  a  quiet  burgher. 

Meantime  the  little  party  were  orertaken  by  a  tall 
young  man  wrapped  in  a  cloak,  which  ohsenred  or 
muflSed  a  part  or  hie  faee,  a  practice  often  used  by  the 
gallants  of  the  time,  when  they  did  not  wish  to  be 
InowiL  or  were  abroad  in  qae&t  of  adventures.    He 
mtmei  in  short,  one  who  might  say  to  the  world 
around  him.  "I  desiie,  for  the  present,  not  to  be 
known,  or  addressed  in  mv  own  character ;  but,  as  I 
am  answerable  to  myseu  alone  for  my  actions,  I 
wear  my  incognito  but  for  form's  sake,  and  care  little 
whether  you  see  through  it  or  not"    He  came  on  the 
right  side  of  Catharine  who  had  hold  of  her  father's 
arm,  and  alackened  his  pace  as  if  joining  their  party. 
"  Good  even  to  you,  goodman.' 
"  The  same  to  your  worahip,  and  thanks.— May  I 
pray  you  to  pass  on  l—oni  pace  is  too  slow  for  that  of 
your  lordship— our  company  too  mean  for  that  of 
your  fother's  son." 

"  My  fathez^  son  can  best  Judge  of  that,  old  man. 
I  have  business  to  talk  of  with  you  and  with  my  foir 
St.  Catharine  here,  the  loyeliest  and  most  obdurate 
saint  in  the  calendar." 

"With  deep  reverence,  my  lord,"  said  the  old 
man,  "  I  would  remind  you  that  this  is  good  St.  Va- 
lentine's eve,  which  is  no  time  for  bowiess,  and  that 
I  can  have  vour  wonhii^  commands  by  a  serving- 
man  as  esriy  as  it  pleases  vou  to  send  them." 

**  There  is  no  time  like  the  present,"  sakl  the  per- 
severing  youth,  whose  rank  aeemed  to  be  of  a  kind 
which  set  him  above  ceremony.  "  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  bufi*  doublet  be  finished  whidi  I  commis- 
floned  some  time  since;— and  from  vou,  pretty  Ca- 
tharine, (here  he  sank  his  voice  to  a  whisper,)  I  desire 
to  be  informed  whether  your  fair  fingeis  have  been 
employed  upon  it,  agreeably  to  your  promieel  But  I 
need  not  uk  you,  for  my  poor  heart  has  felt  the  pang 
of  each  puncture  that  pieroed  the  sarment  whidi  was 
to  cover  it.  Traitress,  how  wilt  thou  answer  for  thus 
tormenting  the  heart  that  loves  thee  so  dearly !" 

"  Let  me  entreat  you,  my  ford,"  said  Catharine, 
**  to  forego  this  wild  talk— it  becomes  not  you  to  speak 
thus,  or  me  to  listen.  We  are  of  poor  rank,  but  ho- 
nest manners;  and  the  presence  or  the  father  ought  to 
protect  the  cmld  from  such  expressions'  even  from 
your  lordship." 

This  she  spokeso  fow,  that  neither  her  fiither  nor 
Conachar  coukl  understand  what  me  said. 

"  WelL  tyrant,"  answered  the  peneveiing  gallant, 
*'I  will  plagoe  you  no  longer  now,  providing  you  will 
let  me  see  you  from  your  window  to-morrow,  when 
the  sun  fint  peeps  over  the  eastern  hill,  and  give  me 
sight  to  be  your  valentine  for  the  year." 

^*  Not  so,  my  lord ;  my  father  but  now  told  me  that 
hawka,  far  less  esgles,  psir  not  with  the  humble  lin- 
net. Seek  some  court  lady,  to  whom  your  favours 
will  be  honour ;  to  me— your  bigness  must  jMnnit 
me  to  speak  the  plain  truth— they  can  be  nothing  but 
disgrace." 

As  thev  spoke  tho^  the  party  arrived  at  the  gate  of 
the  church.  "Your  fordship  will,  I  trust,  pennit  us 
here  to  take  leave  of  you  T*  said  her  fother.  "  1  am 
well  a  ware  how  little  you  vriU  alter  your  pleasure  for 
the  pain  and  uneaeiness  yon  may  give  to  such  as  us; 
but.  from  the  throng  of  attendants  at  thegata  your 
fordahip  may  see  that  there  are  others  in  the  church 
to  whom  even  your  gracious  lordship  must  pay  res- 
pect" 

"  Yes— respect ;  and  who  pays  any  respect  to  meT' 
said  the  haughty  young  lord.  "  A  miserable  artisan 
and  his  dau|piter|  too  much  honoured  bv  my  slifljiest 
notice,  have  the  msolenee  to  tell  me  that  mf  notice 
dishonoura  them.  WsU.  my  princess  of  while  doe- 
ikin  and  blue  silk,  I  will  teach  you  to  rue  this." 

As  he  murmured  thus,  the  Glover  and  his  daughter 
entered  the  Dominican  churclL  and  their  attendant, 
Conachar,  in  attempting  to  fouow  them  closely,  jos- 
tled It  may  be  not  unwillingly,  the  yoimg  nobleman. 
The  gallant,  itarting  from  his  unpleasing  reverie,  and 
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perhaps  considering  this  ss  an  intenlioiial  insula 
seised  on  the  young  man  by  the  breast,  strack  Iob, 
and  threw  him  from  him.  Hjs  irritated  ovpoMBt 
recovered  himself  with  difficulty,  and  fomaped  to- 
vrards  his  own  side,  ss  if  seeking  a  sword  or  daoEr 
in  the  place  where  it  was  usually  worn ;  but  foMBig 
none,  he  made  a  gesture  of  dissppointed  rage,  and 
entered  the  church.  During  the  lew  seconds  be  rs- 
mained,  the  young  nobleman  stood  with  his  sme 
folded  on  his  breast,  with  a  ha^riity  snule^  ss  if  de- 
fying him  to  do  his  worst  When  Conachar  had 
entered  the  church,  his  opponent,  a4jnstiBg  his  doak 
vet  closer  about  his  frice,  made  a  private  aignsl  bf 
holding  up  one  of  his  gloves.  He  was  instantqr 
joined  o;  two  men,  who,  disguised  like  himself  had 
waited  ms  motions  at  a  little  distance.  Hiev  tpAt 
together  earnestly,  after  which  the  young  nouemaa 
retired  in  one  direction,  his  friends  or  foUowen  going 
off  in  another. 

Simon  Glover,  before  he  entered  the  chnrch,  cttt 
a  look  towards  the  group,  but  had  takcB  his  pisee 
among  the  congregation  before  they  separated  tnoi* 
selves.  He  knelt  down  with  the  air  of  a  man  who 
has  something  burdensome  on  his  mind ;  bnt  when 
the  service  was  ended,  be  seemed  free  from  anzietjr. 
as  one  who  had  referred  himself  and  his  troubles  to 
the  disposal  of  Heaven.  The  ceremony  of  High  Mas 
was  peiformed  with  considerable  solenuiity,  a  nun- 
her  01  noblemen  and  ladies  of  rank  being  preaeBL 
Preparations  had  indeed  been  made  for  the  reo^tion 
of  the  good  old  S^ing  himself^  but  some  of  those  is- 
firmities  to  which  he  wss  subject  had  prefentod 
Robert  HI.  from  attending  the  service^  as  was  hm 
wont.  When  the  congregation  were  dismiMod,  the 
CHover  and  his  beautiful  daughter  Ungered  for  tomt 
time,  for  the  purpose  of  makm«  their  several  ihiifti 
in  the  confieasional^  where  the  priests  had  takM 
their  places  for  discharging  that  part  of  their  duty. 
Tims  It  happened  that  the  night  had  fSdlen  dark,  and 
the  way  was  solitary,  when  they  returned  ak»c  the 
now  deserted  streets  to  their  own  dwelling  Ifoit 
persons  had  betaken  themselves  to  home  ana  to  bed. 
Thinr  who  still  lingered  in  the  street  were  nklbt- 
walkere  or  revellers,  the  idle  and  swaggering  renin- 
en  of  the  hanghtv  nobles,  who  were  mucdi  wont  to 
insult  the  peacaui  nassengers,  relying  on  the  iavo- 
nity  which  their  nuistera'  court  fovour  was  too  apt  u 
secure  them. 

It  was,  perhapB|  in  uprehension  of  mischief  froia 
some  character  or  this  Lnd,  that  Conaehar,  steppimt 
up  to  the  Glover,  said,  "  Master,  walk  faster— we  we 

^rDogg'd,  sayest  thoo?  By  whom  and  by  ham 
many'r 

**  By  one  man  muffled  in  his  doak,  who  foUom 
us  like  our  shadow." 

"  Then  will  I  never  mend  my  pace  along  the  Coovie- 
few  Street,  for  the  best  one  man  that  ever  trod  it" 

"  But  he  has  arms,"  said  Conachar. 

^  And  so  have  we,  and  hands  and  legs  and  feet 
Why  sure.  Conacher,  you  are  not  afraid  oione  manf* 

"  Afr^  I"  answered  Conachar,  ind^ant  at  the 
insinuation ;  "  you  shall  soon  know  if  I  am  afrakL" 

"  Now  you  are  as  far  on  the  other  wie  of  the  maik, 
thou  foolish  boy^Hhy  temper  hss  no  nriddk  oourBe; 
there  is  no  occasion  to  make  a  brawl,  though  we  do 
not  nm.  Walk  thou  before  with  Catharme,  and  I 
will  take  thy  place.  We  cannot  be  exposed  to  daa- 
ger  ao  near  home  as  we  are.'^ 

The  Ofover  fell  behind  acoordinsdy,  and  certainly 
observed  a  person  keep  so  dose  to  them^  aa,  the  toe 
and  place  considered,  justified  some  snandon.  Whes 
they  crossed  the  street,  he  also  croned  it,  and  when 
they  advanced  or  slackened  their  pace,  the  atrangg't 
was  m  proportion  acoderated  or  diminiafaed.  TV 
matter  would  have  been  of  very  little  ooosegoenet 
had  Simon  Glover  been  alone ;  but  the  beauty  of  hie 
daughter  might  render  her  the  object  of  somejjioii 
gate  Bcheme,  in  a  country  where  the  lawa  aHorded 
such  slight  protection  to  those  who  had  not  the 
means  to  defend  themselves.    Conachar  and  his 
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DeionniiMd,  however,  to  aioertaiii,  if  poaable,  whe- 
ther there  had  been  any  caase  for  it,  he  called  out  to 
the  man  whose  motione  had  occasioned  the  alarm, 
ud  who  stood  still,  though  he  seemed  to  keep  out  of 
reach  of  the  light  "  Corner  step  forward,  my  friend, 
iod  do  not  play  at  bopeep;  knowest  thou  not,  that 
they  who  widk  like  phiantoms  in  the  dark,  are  apt  to 
encounter  the  ooinuration  of  a  auarterstaffi  Step 
forward,  I  say,  and  show  us  thy  shapes^  man." 

"Why,  so  I  can,  Master  Glover,  saod  one  of  the 
deepest  voices  that  ever  answered  question.  "  I  can 
show  my  shapes  well  enough,  only!  wish  they  could 
betr  the  li^t  something  better." 

"Body  of  me,"  exclaimed  Simon,  "I  should  know 
that  voice !— And  is  it  thou,  in  thy  bodily  person,  Har- 
nr  Gow7— nay,  beshrew  me  if  thou  oassest  this  door 
with  dry  h'ps.  What,  man,  curfew  has  not  runs  yet, 
and  if  it  had,  it  were  no  reason  why  it  should  part 
lather  and  son.  Come  in,  man ;  Dorothy  shall  get 
OS  something  to  eat,  and  we  will  jingle  a  can  ere  thou 
leave  us.  dome  in,  I  say ;  my  daughter  Kate  will  be 
lid^t  glad  to  see  thee." 

Dj  this  time  he  had  pulled  the  person,  whom  he 
wdoomed  so  ooidiaUyf  mto  a  sort  of  kitcnen,  which 
aenred  also  upon  ordinary  occasions  the  office  of 
parionr.  Its  ornaments  were  trenchers  of  pewter, 
miied  with  a  silver  cop  or  two,  which,  in  the  highest 
degree  of  deanlinees,  occupied  a  range  of  shelves  like 
those  of  a  beaufet,  pojmlarly  called  the  Sink.  A 
good  fire,  with  the  assistance  of  a  blazing  lamp, 
vread  hght  and  cheerfulness  through  the  apartment, 
BJad  a  savoury  smell  of  some  victuals  which  Dorothy 
was  preparing,  did  not  at  all  ofiend  the  unrefined  no- 
ses of  those  whose  appetite  they  were  destined  to  sa- 
afv. 

Their  unknown  attendant  now  stood  in  fiill  light 


manner  to  command  it  He  was  rather  below  the 
middle  stature,  but  the  breadth  of  his  shoulders, 
length  and  brawniness  of  his  arms,  and  the  muscu- 
lar appearance  of  the  whole  man,  argued  a  most  un- 
nsoal  share  <^  strength,  and  a  frame  kept  in  vigour  by 
constant  exercise.  His  legs  were  somewhat  bent, 
bat  not  in  a  manner  which  could  be  said  to  approach 
to  deformity;  on  the  contrary^  which  seemed  to  cor- 
respond to  the  strength  of  his  ntime.  though  it  injured 
in  some  desree  its  symmetry.  His  dress  was  of  buff- 
hide  :  and  ne  wore  m  a  belt  around  his  waist  a  heavy 
broadsword  and  a  dirk  or  ^inard,  as  if  to  defend  his 
purse,  which  (buradher-fasmon)  was  attached  to  the 
aame  cincture.  The  head  was  well  proportioned, 
ravnd,  close  cropped,  and  curled  thickly  with  black 
hair.  There  was  daring  and  resolution  in  the  dark 

abut  the  other  features  seemed  to  express  a 
bl  timidity,  minfljed  with  good-humour,  and  ob- 
vioos  satiafection  at  meeting  with  his  old  friends. 
Abstracted  from  the  bashful  expression,  which  was 
mat  of  the  moment,  the  forehead  of  Henry  Gow,  or 
Smith,*  (for  he  was  mdifierently  so  called,)  was  mgh 
and  noble,  but  the  lower  part  of  the  face  was  less  hap- 
m  formed.  The  mouth  was  large,  and  well-fumisii- 
«  with  a  set  of  firm  and  beautiful  teeth,  the  appear- 
inosof  which  oorrespofided  with  theairof  pmonal 
health  and  muscular  strength,  which  the  whole  firame 
ndicated.  A  short  thick  beard,  and  mustaches 
which  had  latdy  been  arranged  with  some  care^  com- 
pleted the  picture.  His  age  oould  not  exceed  eight- 
•nd-twcnty. 

The  fiinmy  appeared  all  well  pleased  with  the  un- 
opected  appearance  of  an  old  friend.  Simon  Olover 
shook  his  hand  again  and  again,  Dorothy  made  her 
ooDipliments,  anduathaiine  nerself  ofiered  freely  her 
niiM,  which  Henry  held  in  his  massive  grasp  as  if 
he  denmed  to  carry  it  to  his  lips,  but,  after  a  mo- 
ment'e  nesitation,  desisted,  from  fear  lest  the  freedom 
might  be  ill  takeiL  Not  that  there  was  any  resistance 
on  the  part  of  the  little  hand  which  lay  passive  in  his 
grasp ;  but  there  was  a  smile  mingled  with  the  blush 
on  iMr  cheek,  which  seemed  to  increase  the  oonfiision 
of  the  gallant.    Her  fether,  on  his  part,  called  out 

frankly,  as  he  saw  his  friend's  hesitation, 

•  Om  is  Gaelie  for  BmUk. 
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Her  lips,  man,  her  lips!  and  that's  A  pfofief  I 
would  not  mske  to  every  one  who  crosses  my  tluresb- 
old.  But,  by  good  St  Valentinei  (whose  holyday 
will  dawn  to-morrow,)  I  am  so  glad  to  see  thee  in 
the  bonny  city  of  Perth  again,  that  it  would  be  hard 
to  tell  the  thing  I  oould  refuse  thee." 

The  Sinith--^r,  as  has  been  said,  such  vras  the 
craft  of  this  sturdy  artisan— was  encouraged  modest- 
ly to  salute  the  Fair  Maid,  who  yielded  the  courteirpr 
with  a  smile  of  afiection  that  miudit  have  become  a 
sister,  saying,  at  the  same  tune,  '^t  me  hope  that 
I  welcome  back  to  Perth  a  r^ientant  and  amended 
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man. 

He  held  her  hand  as  if  about  to  answer,  then  sud- 
denly, as  one  who  lost  courage  at  the  moment  relin- 
quished  his  grasp ;  and  drawuig  back  as  if  amid  of 
what  he  had  done^  his  dark  countenance  glowing 
with  bashfulness,  mixed  with  delight,  he  sat  down  by 
the  fire  on  the  opposite  side  from  that  which  Catha- 
rine occupied. 

"  Come,  Dorothy,  speed  thee.with  the  food,  old  wo* 
man:— -and  Conacnar^where  is  Conacharf' 

"  He  is  gone  ia  bed,  sir,  with  a  headacfa,*'  said  Ca- 
tharine, in  a  hesitating  voice. 

"  Qo,  call  him,  Dorothy."  said  the  old  Glover ;  "  I 
will  not  be  used  thus  by  him ;  his'  Highland  blood, 
forsooth,  is  too  gentle  to  lay  a  trencher  or  spread  a 
napkin,  and  he  expects  to  enter  our  ancient  and  hon- 
ourable craft  without  duly  waiting  and  tending  upon 
his  master  and  teadier  in  all  matters  of  lavmil  obe- 
dience. Go,  call  him,  I  say ;  I  will  not  be  thus  ne- 
glected." 

Dorothy  was  presently  heard  screaming  up  stairs, 
or  more  probably  up  a  ladder,  to  the  oockioit,  to 
which  the  recusant  apprentice  had  made  an  untimely 
retreat ;  a  muttered  answer  was  returned,  and  soon 
after  (Jonachar  appeared  in  the  eating  apartment. 
There  was  a  gloom  of  deep  sollenness  en  his  haugh- 
ty, thoudi  haindsome  features,  and  as  he  proceeded 
to  q[>reaH  the  board,  and  arrange  the  trenchers,  with 
salt,  spices,  and  other  condiments— to  ^discharae,  in 
short,  the  duties  of  a  modem  domestic,  whicn  the 
custom  of  the  time  imposed  upon  all  api>rentices— he 
was  obviously  disgusted  and  indignant  with  the  mean 
ofilce  imposed  upon  him.  The  Fair  Maid  of  Pnth 
looked  with  some  anxiety  at  him,  as  if  apprehensive 
that  his  evident  sullenness  might  mcreass  her  fetheHs 
displeasure ;  but  it  was  not  ml  her  eyes  had  sought 
out  his  for  a  second  time,  that  Conachar  condescend- 
ed to  veil  his  dissatisfaction,  and  throw  a  greater 
appearance  of  virillingness  and  submission  into  the 
services  which  he  was  performing. 

And  here  we  must  acquaint  our  reader,  that  though 
the  private  interchange  of  looks  betwixt  Cathanne 
Glover  and  the  young  mountaineer  indicated  some 
interest  on  the  part  or  the  former  in  the  oondnct  of 
the  latter,  it  would  have  puzsled  the  strictest  obser- 
ver to  discover  whether  that  feeUng  exceeded  in  degree 
what  might  have  been  felt  by  a  young  person  to- 
wards a  friend  and  inmate  of  the  same  age,  with 
whom  she  had  lived  on  habits  of  intimacy. 

"  Thou  hast  had  a  long  journey,  son  Henry,'*  said 
Glover,  who  had  always  used  that  affectionate  style 
of  speech,  though  noways  akin  to  the  yoimgartisans 
"  ay,  and  hast  seen  many  a  river  beaides  Tay,  and 
many  a  fair  bigaing  besides  St  Johnston." 

"  But  none  mat  I  like  half  so  well  and  none  that 
are  half  so  much  worth  my  liking,"  answered  the 
Smithj  "  I  promise  Tou,  father,  that  when  I  crossed 
the  Wicks  of  Baigfie,  and  saw  the  bonnv  dty  he 
stretched  feirly  before  me  like  a  Fahy  Clueen  in 
romance,  whom  the  Kn^ht  finds  asleep  among  a 
vrildemess  of  flowers,  I  felt  even  as  a  bird,  when  it 
foldii  its  wearied  wings  to  stoop  down  on  its  own 
nest" 

"  Aha!  so  thou  canst  play  the  Makert  yet7"  said 
the  Glover.  **  What,  shall  we  have  our  bdUets,  and 
our  roundles  again  7  our  lusty  carols  for  Chnstmasi 
and  our  mirthinil  springs  to  trip  it  round  the  May- 
polel" 

"  Such  toys  there  may  be  forthcommg,  fether," 
said  Henry  Smith,  "  though  the  blast  of  the  bellows 

t  Old Seottiflb  IbrFM, sod  faidsod tbs Ulsnl tmaaUliaa of 
the  orifimil  Qmk,  nouimf- 
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and  (he  clsttorof  the  anvil  mako  but  coarse  company 
toiajreof  minstrelay ;  buti  can  afRml  them  no  better, 

ance  I  must  mend  my  fortune,  though  I  mar  my 

«• 


"  Right  again— my  own  son  jast|"  answered  the 
Glover ;  "  and  I  trost  thou  hast  made  a  saving  voy- 


age of  it?" 

"  Nay.  I  made  a  thnving  one,  father— I  sold  the 
steel  habergeon  that  you  wot  of  for  four  hundred 
marks  to  the  English  Warden  of  the  East  Marches, 
Sir  Magnus  Redman.*  He  scarce  scrupled  a  penny 
after  I  gave  him  leave  to  try  a  sword-dint  upon  it. 
The  b^sgarly  Highland  thief  who  bespoke  it  bcM- 
gled  at  naif  the  sum,  though  it  had  cost  me  a  years 
labour." 

"  What  dost  thou  start  at,  Conachar  ?"  said  Simon, 
addressing  himselC  by  way  of  parenthesis,  to  the 
mountain  disciple;  wilt  tbou  never  learn  to  mind 
thy  own  business,  without  listening  to  what  is  pass- 
ing round  thee?  What  is  it  to  thee  that  an  English- 
man thinks  that  cheap  which  a  Scottishman  may 
hold  dear?" 

Conachar  turned  round  to  speak,  but,  after  a 
moment's  consideration,  looked  down,  and  endea- 
voured to  recover  his  composure,  which  had  been 
deranged  by  the  contemptuous  manner  in  which  the 
Smith  had  spji^en  of  his  Highland  aistomer.  Hen- 
ry went  on  without  {raying  any  attention  to  him,. 

"  I  sold  at  high  prices  some  swords  snd  whingers 
when  I  was  at  Edinburgh.  They  expect  war,  there : 
and  if  it  please  Crod  to  send  it,  my  merchandise  will 
be  worth  its  price.  St.  Dunstan  make  us  thankfiil, 
for  he  was  of  our  craft.  In  short,  this  £Eiliow"  (lay- 
ing his  hand  on  his  purse)  "  who,  thou  knowest, 
Auer,  was  somewhat  lank  and  low  in  condition 
when  I  set  out  four  months  since,  is  now  as  round  and 
full  as  a  six- weeks'  porker." 

**  And  that  osher  leathern-shdathed  iron  hilted  fel- 
low who  hangs  beside  him,"  said  the  Glover,  "  has  he 
been  idle  all  this  while  ?— Come,  jolly  Smith,  coiifess 
the  truth— how  many  brawls  nast  thou  had  since 
crossing  the  Tay  7" 

"  Nay,  now  you  do  me  wrons,  father,  to  ask  me 
such  a  question^'  (glancing  a  look  at  Cafaarine)  *'  in 
such  a  presence,"  answered  the  armourer ;  "  I  make 
swords,  mdeed,  but  I  leave  it  to  other  people  to  use 
them.  No,  no—seldom  have  I  a  naked  sword  in  my 
fist,  save  when  I  am  turning  them  on  the  anvil  er 
QTindstone ;  and  they  slandered  me  to  your  daughter 
Catharine,  that  led  her  to  suspect  the  quietest  bur- 
MBs  in  Perth  of  being  a  brawler.  I  wish  the  best  of 
tnem  would  dare  say  such  word  at  the  Hill  of  Kin- 
noaU  and  never  a  man  on  Uie  green  but  he  and  I." 

**  Ay,  ay,"  said  the  Glover, laughing,  "  we  should 
then  nave  a  fine  sample  of  your  patient  sufTerance— 
Out  upon  you,  Henry,  that  you  will  roeak  eo  like  a 
knave  to  one  who  knows  thee  so  well!  You  look  at 
Kale,  too,  as  if  she  did  not  know  that  a  man  in  this 
ODuntnr  must  make  his  hand,  keep  his  head,  unless 
he  will  sleep  in  slender  security.  Come,  come;  be- 
shrew  me  if  thou  hast  not  spoiled  as  many  suits  of 
armour  as  thou  hast  made." 

"  Why,  he  would  be  a  bad  armourer,  father  Simon, 
that  could  not  with  his  own  blow  make  proof  of  his 
own  workmanship.  If  I  did  not  sometimes  cleave 
a  helmet,  or  strike  a  sword's  point  through  a  harness, 
I  should  not  know  what  strength  of  iabric  to  give 
them ;  and  might  JiBgle  together  such  pasteboard 
work  as  yonder  Kdinnunrii  smiths  think  not  shame 
to  put  out  of -their  hands.'' 

Aha— now  woubl  I  lay  a  gold  crown  thou  hast 
had  a  quarrel  with  some  Edinburgh  Bum-the-windt 
upon  that  very  gronnd?" 

**  A  quarrel  l^no,  father,"  replied  the  Perth  ar- 
mourer, **  but  a  measuring  of  swords  with  such  a  one 
upon  St  Leonard's  Crags,  for  the  honour  of  my  bon- 
ny city,  I  confess.  Surely  you  do  ru>t  think  I  would 
qnanel  with  a  brother  craftsman  T' 

*  Sir  Mafim  Radmu,  tomttinM  OowmororBarwiek,  Ml  is 
one  of  thetatUm  oo  Uia  Ronlor  which  fbUowod  oo  tiie  CnsMO 
ofUw  Bwl  or  Much.  ftllndodV  boratlter. 

t  Bam-iif-wM.  aa  old  cut  tenn  tot  blackanith,  appean  in 
BunM— 

"  Thca  Burmmkk  oaae  o«  like  death 
AiOTwy  ehcttp,"  Ac 


"Ay,  to  a  aunbnno.  But  how  dkl  your  brother 
craftsman  come  offT"     , 

"  Why,  as  one  with  a  sheet  of  paper  on  his  bosom 
might  come  off  from  the  stroke  of  a  lanoe— or  rather, 
indeed,  he  came  not  off  at  all :  for,  when  I  left  him, 
he  was  lying  in  the  Hermit's  Lodge  daily  ezpectins 
death,  for  which  Father  Gervis  said  he  was  m  hea- 
venly preparation." 

"  Well— any  more  measuring  of  weapons  T*  aaid 
the  Glover. 

"Why,  truly  I  fought  an  En^hman  at  Berwick 
beeides,  on  the  old  question  of  the  Supremacy,  se 
they  call  it  I  am  euro  you  would  not  have  me  slack 
at  that  debate  1— and  I  had  the  luck  to  hurt  him  on 
the  left  knee." 

"  Well  done  for  St.  Andrew !— to  it  again.— Wlx>m 
next  had  you  to  deal  with  Y\  said  Simon,  langhiiig 
at  the  exploits  of  his  pacific  friend. 

"  I  fought  a  Scotchman  in  the  Torwood,'*  answered 
Henry  Smith,  "  upon  a  doubt  which  waa  the  better 
swordsman,  which, ,  you  are  awara  could  not  be 
known  or  decided  without  a  trial.  The  poor  fdJow 
lost  two  fingers." 

"  Pretty  weJl  for  the  most  peaoafiil  lad  in  Perth, 
who  never  touches  a  sword  but  in  the  way  of  hit 
profession.— Well,  any  thing  more  to  tell  ns?^' 

"  Little— for  the  drubbing  of  a  High  landman  is  a 
thing  not  worth  mentioning." 

"  For  what  didst  thou  drub  him,  O  man  of  peace  ?' 
inquired  the  Glover. 

For  nothing  that  I  can  remember,"  replied  th« 
Smith,  "except  his  presenting  himself  on  me  south 
side  of  Stirling  Bridge." 

"  Well,  here  is  to  thee,  and  thou  art  welcome  to 
me  after  all  these  exploits. — Conachar,  bestir  thee. 
Let  the  cans  clink,  lad,  and  thou  shalt  have  a  ctqi  of 
the  nut-brown  for  thyseUI  my  boy." 

Conachar  poured  out  the  good  liquor  for  hia  master 
and  for  Catharine,  with  due  observance.  But  that 
don&  he  set  the  fiajgon  on  the  table,  and  sat  down. 

"  How  now,  sirrah  1— be  these  your  manners  ? 
Fill  to  my  guest,  the  worshipful  Master  Henry 
Smith." 

"  Master  Smith  may  fill  for  himself,  if  he  Waha 
for  liquor,"  answered  the  youUiful  Celt.  "  Hie  son 
of  my  father  has  demeaned  himself  enough  already 
for  one  eveninflp" 

"  That's  well  crowed  for  a  cockerel,"  said  Heniy; 
"  but  thou  art  so  far  right,  my  lad,  that  the  roan  w- 
serves  to  die  of  thirst  who  will  not  drink  without  e 
cupbearer'?" 

But  hia  entertainer  took  not  the  contumacy  of  the 

Soung  apprentice  with  so  much  patience. — *'No«, 
y  my  honest  word,  and  bv  the  best  glove  I  ever 
made,"  said  Simon,  thou  soalt  help  him  with  lienor 
from  that  cup  and  flagon,  if  thee  and  I  are  to  auk 
under  one  roof." 

Conachar  arose  suddenly  upon  hearing  this  threei 
and,  approaching  the  Smith,  who,  had  just  taken  ^ 
tankara  in  his  band,  and  was  raiainis  it  to  hb  heed 
he  contrived  to  stumble  sgainst  him  and  joede  hms 
so  awkwardly,  that  the  foaming  ale  gushed  over  hii 
face,  person,  and  dress.  Good-natured  as  the  Smith, 
in  spite  of  his  warlike  propensities^  really  was  in  tfat 
utmost  degree,  his  patience  failed  under  such  a  pro- 
vocation. He  soiled  the  young  man'a  throat,  being 
the  part  which  came  readiest  to  his  o-asp,  as  Cona- 
char arose  from  the  pretended  stumble^  and  pieaeiag 
it  severely  as  he  cast  the  lad  from  hun,  exdannea. 
"  Had  this  been  in  another  place,  you^  gallowt- 
bird,  I  had  stowed  the  lugs  out  of  thy  hMTas  I  haw 
done  to  some  of  thy  clan  oefore  thee." 

Conachar  recovered  his  fieet  with  the  activity  of 
a  tiger,  and  exclaiming,  "  Never  ahall  you  liic  lo 
make  that  boaat  aaain  1"  drew  a  short  sharp  kafr 
from  his  bosom,  ana  ^ringiiig  on  Henry  Siwth,  at- 
tempted to  plunge  it  mto  nia  body  over  the  ewlar- 
bone,  which  must  have  been  a  mortal  wound.  Bat 
the  object  of  this  violence  was  so  ready  to  dsCead 
himself  by  striking  up  the  assailant'a  hand,  that  Um 
blow  only  glanced  on  the  bone,  and  acaroe  drew 
blood.  To  wrench  the  dagger  from  the  boy' a  hand. 
and  to  aecure  him  with  a  grasp  like  that  of  hia  own 
iron  vice,  was,  for  the  poweifril  Smith,  the  work  of  e 
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owa  or  ihe  tbrniidable 
ivokedi  be  bemne  dewUy  pnls,  na  tie  had 
■onwht  before  giving  rad,  and  atood  inuie 
■a  and  Jear,  undl,  Kuering  ban  ^m  his 
old,  lbs  Smith  qmetly  uid,  "  Ii  a  well  for 
bail  cinil  Ddl  maki  me  angry— ihou  art 
■ad  L  agTown  man,  ought  nal  to  have 
bee.  But  Icl  thu  be  h  warning.'' 
T  Blood  an  inatanl  la  if  about  lur«fily,  and 
tie  room,  eiT  Simoo  had  collecied  liunself 
■peak.  Dorothy  wa*  ninnintt  hither  and 
aalvBs  and  healuig  herba.  CathsTiiie  had 
t  the  aigfai  of  the  itirkliiiit  blood, 
depart,  father  Simon,"  uid  Ilciiry  Smith, 
',  I  miKhi  have  gueaaed  I  should  ba%e 
n,  and  aprcad  strife  and  bloodshed  where  1 
I  moattobnnRpeace  aod  hajipiiieiiB.  Care 
-look  10 poor Caihannei  ihe Irishi of  auch 
ath  Uled  her.  and  all  ihmuah  my  fault." 
alt,  my  son  I— It  waa  ihe  fault  of  yon  HiRh- 
iB,*  whom  It  ia  my  curse  to  be  cumbered 
bcabaU  go  bai^  lohiagiena  to-morrow, 
!  lolbooih  of  the  burph.  An  aasauli  upon 
lis  maater'a  giiealinni*  niaster'a  houael— 
ill  bonds  between  ua.    But  let  me  aee  to 

riae '"  repealed  the  armounr.  "  took  to  Ca- 

n  will  see  to  her,"  said  Simon  ;  "  surprise 
jll  not—akenea  and  diiks  do.  And  she  ia 
the  daivfater  of  my  blood  than  thou,  my 
-y,  art  the  sod  of  my  aflecliona.  Let  me 
Mind.    The  akene-occlet  is  an  ugly  weapon 
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ic  cDviea  hla  repnCauon,  and  most  nsMb  pat  hit 
.alour  to  the  proof.  He  sees  no  brawl  but  he  must 
.Hike  into  the  midat  of  it  Hai  he  frienda.  he  Rghu 
vilhthem  for  love  and  honour— has  he  enemies,  he 
Ighta  with  them  for  hatred  and  rertnge.  And  those 
.lien  wlio  are  neither  hia  frienda  nor  loss,  he  tighta 
uitb  [hem  becauas  they  are  on  ihia  or  that  aide  of  a 

T.    His  days  are  daya  of  baiile,  and  doubllesa  he 

9  them  over  again  in  hia  dreams." 

Daughter,"  Baid  Simon,  "your  tongue  wags  too 
rmdy.  Uuarrels  and  fights  are  men's  ouamess,  not 
omen'a,  and  it  ia  not  maidenly  to  think  or  speak  Of 

"  But,  if  they  are  ao  rudely  enacted  in  our  preacnce," 
-.aid  Catharine,  "it  is  a  httle  hard  to  expect  us  to 
ibink  or  apeak  of  ajiy  thing  else.  I  will  grant  you, 
rny  father,  that  this  valiant  burgess  of  Pcrib  ia  aneol 
the  beal-heartcd  men  that  drowa  breath  within  its 
tYilis- that  he  would  walk  a  hundred  yarda  out  of 
viv  rather  than  step  upon  a  worm— that  he  would 
_.  _.  loath  in  wantonness  to  kill  a  epkier,  aa  ifhe  wen 
n  kinsman  lo  king  Robcn  of  happy  memoryt— thai 
II  the  last  quarrel  before  bis  departure  he  fought  with 
our  bulcbera,  to  prevent  their  killing  s  poor  mastifl 
:bat  hid  misbehaved  in  the  bull-niig,  and  nariowty 


._.  ._.  .__.._  ualooaed  the  leathern  jacket 
eck  and  sbouldors,  the  manly  and  musculs: 
h  1  bey  displayed,  was  not  mare  remarkabli 
-■ skill,  where  it  had  not,  aa  " 


.  ^ „ ^-,r  forgivenaaa  for 

naded  you  in  the  very  first  hour  of  my  rc- 
le  lad  was  foolish  to  provoke  me,  and  yet  ] 


o  forgive,"  answered  Catba- 


■A  the  fate  of  the 
ealttiy  ai 


I,  that  the  poor  nevi 


i  relieved 


K  widows  OS  hia  p 
,  nut  Catharine,  hear  me 
-    ---'-  a  siring  of  rent 
--' iihioglil 


..  _       ,rd  before 

..^ _;hcs  SRainsl  ray 

imeihiog  like  sense,  while  ihef 

, stent  with  all  wo  hear  and  sea 

arounil  us.  What,"  continueii  the  Glover,  "do  oor 
King  and  our  court,  our  kniebia  and  ladies,  our  ab- 
bots, monka,  and  pricBlB  lllemaelve^  so  cariiesllj 
crowd  to  sccT  Is  it  not  lo  behold  the  ttisplay  of  chi- 
nalry,  lo  witness  the  gallant  actions  of  brave  knighls 
in  the  tilt  and  loumey -ground,  to  look  upon  deeds  of 
honour  and  glory  achieved  bv  arms  and  blood- 
thed^  Whalisil  these  proud  knighia  do.  that  difTen 
'-  ■  Henry  Go w  works  out  in  his 

ard  of  bis  ubuain^t  hid  »kill  and 
fiii-watd  oppresaion,  and  who 
lan  lifvn  employolaslhatot 
t  of  the  bui^l  BDd 
en,  deem  thyself  ho- 
■  a  hfsrt  and  BO  strong 

__..    .y  bachelor?   In  what 

do  the  proudest  daniea  take  their  loftiest  pride,  save 
in  the  chivstrv  of  then  knighl ;  and  has  the  boldest 
in  Scotland  done  more  gatlant  dtrda  than  my  brave 
aon  Henry,  though  but  of  low  ricgtw?  la  he  not 
known  lo  Highland  and  Lowland  as  the  best  armour- 
er thai  ever  made  sword,  and  Ihe  tnieil  soldier  Ihat 


rphael  Whoe^ 
itrengih  to  do  evii  or  n 
mows  not  how  often  it 
a  champion  in  the  good 
shouldsl  not  thou,  of  all 


■Bwroofi 
ariherpr 


SB  of  a  fair  fray.    My  apo. 


sred  by  a  leljow  wtom  I  will  to-morrow 
kouae  ot  and  vou  ireai  him  aa  if  he  had 
ng  in  dashing  from  him  the  anake  whicli 
I  ts  aung  hjDi  I" 

not  mr  pan,  father."  retumsd  iha  Maid  of 
n  decide  who  had  ths  rifdit  or  wrong  in  the 
'awl ;  nor  dal  I  Bse  whaihappened  disiincily 
a  nr  whieh  was  asaailanl,  or  which  do 
Bui  Mira  our  Iheud,  Muter  Hcniy,  will  no  t 
h>  lim  la  a  perfect  ■imosphere  of  strife. 
Heheara  of  no  swordsman  but 


"  My  d. 


>f  those  whose  hidi  birth,  and 
'    yinthcii  "■      ' 

-.. „— ,  _id  lordlv  .... 

iivalry.    Your  wisdom  vrill  allow 


||^.  wbii^h  haughty  and  lordh 


rank  of  lite,  b 
.  j'lh,  and  yn  higner 
bloody  works  of  cni- 


absurd  in  us  to  prank  oureelvcs  in  (heir  dainty  plumes 
and  splendid  garments— why,  rhen,  ahould  we  imitate 
their  full-blown  vices  7  Why  ahould  weaaBiime  their 
hard-hearted  pride  and  relenilcsa  cruelty,  lo  which 

draxiu  itoai  iliii  aa  aanir  wtiicii  eacoaracMl  hiia  ■■  pto'ved 
in  ripiM  of  fki«aM>B  IwTiMtt,  h  Aniliar  in  ika  Ksdiit  of  Bai- 
bsot.  RwaaanronarbaMa  AMlenawjaaarufttKBaBHiil 
BninL  H  lahnitlBfOBrtl*  XIni  Rsinl^  blg«r,  ts  lnw~  *■  »- 
ml  or  llw  tiibJibia  feidaad  11  la  wall  kHxn  ihai  MBiM 
IDwaidi  111*  wask  tUraied  bbkoC  hisehwHlai  llinafk  lit* . 
ih*  btaaiffiil  kidihat  aTib  a>awia>  lila  arau  wiin  on 
mirrli  In  rTti  a^lsawia  nr  pmnlnYriiinrallr  la  Hw  I.  M«r  ■ 
paitn,  tmaoii  a  hot  JsanAn  <wa»hw»uiaain  waa  lak— ' 
iMHiiHor  ■bilElrih.mlaiiirt  hiwa  baae  Mthaa 

uejH.  tuOiBBirFyerttaslnili  Kamea,  M 

imMMh.  UisI  u  Uiia_<syfcaipap  a  tiKaliar 

noir  fira  tiBHm  rsan  mutflad  witli  ilia  du 


laly  ana  or  i^UJ 


u 

murder  is  not  only  a  sport,  but  a  subject  of  vain-glo- 
rious triumph?  Let  those  whose  ranJi  claims  as  its 
right  such  bloody  homage,  take  pride  and  pleasure'  in 
it;  we,  who  have  no  share  in  the  sacrifice,  mav  the 
better  pity  the  sufierings  of  the  victim.  Let  us  thank 
our  lowliness,  since  it  secures  us  from  temptation.— 
But  foreive  me,  father., if  I  have  stepped  over  the  timits 
of  my  duty,  in  contradicting  the  views  which  yon  en- 
f  irtam,  with  so  many  others,  on  these  subjects.'* 

'*  Nay,  thou  hast  even  too  much  talk  for  me,  girl," 
said  her  lather,  somewhat  angrily.  "  I  am  but  a  poor 
workman,  whose  best  knowledge  is  to  distinguish  the 
left-hand  glove  from  the  right  But  if  thou  wouldst 
have  my  forgiveness  say  something  of  comfort  to  my 
poor  Henry.  There  he  sits,  confounded  and  dismayed 
with  all  the  preachment  thou  hast  heaped  together ; 
and  he,  to  whom  a  trumpet  sound  was  like  the  invi- 
tation to  a  feast,  is  struck  down  at  the  sound  of  a 
chad's  whisUe." 

The  armourer,  indeed,  while  he  heard  the  lips  that 
were  dearest  to  him  paint  his  character  in  such  unfa- 
vourable colours,  had  laid  his  head  down  on  the  table, 
upon  his  folded  arms,  in  an  attitude  of  the  deepest  de- 
jection, or  almost  despair.  "  I  would  to  Heaven,  my 
dearest  father,"  answered  Catharine,  "  that  it  were  in 
my  power  to  speak  comfort  to  Henrv,  without  be- 
traying the  sacred  cause  of  the  truths  I  have  just  told 
you.  And  I  may,— nay.  I  nnist  have  such  a  oommis- 
sbn,"  she  continued,  with  something  that  the  earnest- 
ness with  which  she  spoke,  and  the  extreme  beauty 
of  her  features,  caused  for  a  moment  to  resemble  in- 
spiration. "  The  truth  of  Heaven."  she  said,  in  a  so- 
lemn tone,  "  was  never  committed  to  a  tongue,  how- 
ever feeble,  but  it  gave  a  riglit  to  that  tongue  to  an- 
nounce mercy,  woile  it  declared  judgment.— Arise, 
Henry— rise  up,  noble-minded,  good,  and  generous, 
though  widely  mistaken  man— ThvlauUs  are  those 
of  tms  cruel  and  remorseless  age— thy  virtues  all  thine 
own." 

While  she  thus  spoke,  she  laid  her  hand  ix|>on  the 
Smith's  arm,  and  extricating  it  from  under  his  head 
bv  a  force  which,  however  gentle,  he  could  not  resist, 
ane  compelled  him  to  raise  towards  her  his  manly 
fac&  and  the  eyes  into  which  her  expostulations,  min- 
gled with  other  feelings,  had  sum  moned  tears,  "weep 
not,"  she  said,  "or  rather  weep  on— but  weep  as  those 
who  have  hope.  Abjure  the  sins  of  pride  and  anger, 
which  most  easily  beset  thee— fling  irom  thee  the  ac- 
cursed weapons,  to  the  fatal  ana  murderous  use  of 
which  thou  art  so  easily  tempted." 
^  "  You  speak  to  me  in  vain,  Catharine,"  returned  the 
armourer;  "  I  may.  indeed,  turn  monk,  and reure  from 
the  world,  but  while  I  live  in  it  I  must  practise  my 
tiade;  and  while  I  fbrm  armour  and  weapons  for 
others,  I  cannot  myself  withstand  the  temptation  of 
using  them.  You  would  not  ra>roBch  me  as  yon  do, 
if  you  knew  how  inseparablv  the  means  by  which  I 
gam  my  bread  are  connected  with  that  warlike  spirit 
which  you  impute  to  me  as  a  fault,  though  it  is  the 
consequence  oa  inevitable  necessity.  While  I  strength- 
en the  shield  or  corslet  to  witlistand  wounds,  must  I 
not  have  constantly  in  remembrance  the  manner  and 
strength  with  which  they  may  be  dealt;  and  when  I 
forge  the  sword,  and  temper  it  for  war,  is  it  practica- 
ble for  me  to  avoid  the  recoUoption  of  its  use  7" 

"  Then  throw  from  you,  my  dear  Henr>',"  said  the 
enthusiastic  girl,  clasping  with  both  her  slender 
hands  the  nervous  strength  and  weight  of  one  of  the 
muscular  armourer's,  which  they  raised  with  difficul- 
ty, permitted  by  its  owner,  yet  scarely  receiving  assist* 
ance  from  his  vohtion—  cast  from  you.  I  say,  the 
art  which  is  a  snare  to  you.  Abjure  the  fabrication  of 
weapons  which  can  only  be  useful  to  abridge  human 
Ufe,  already  too  short  for  repentance,  or  to  encourage 
with  a  feehng  of  safety  those  whom  fear  might  other- 
wise prevent  from  risking  themselves  in  peril.  The 
art  of  forming  arms,  whether  oilensive  or  defenave, 
is  alike  nnful  m  one  to  whose  violent  and  ever  vehe- 
ment disposition  the  very  working  upon  them  proves 
a  sin  and  a  snare.  Resign  utterly  the  manufacture 
of  weapons  of  every  descnption,  and  deserve  the  for- 
giveness of  Heaven,  by  renouncing  all  that  can  lead 
to  the  am  which  most  easily  besets  you." 

**  And  what,"  murmured  the  armourer,  "am  I  to 
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do  for  my  livelihood,  when  I  have  given  over  the  art 
of  forging  arms,  for  which  Henry  of  Perth  is  knowv 
from  the  Tay  to  the  Thames  7" 

"  Your  art  itself"  said  Catharine,  "  has  innocent 
and  laudable  resources.  If  vou  renoimoe  the  foiging 
of  swords  and  bucklers,  there  remains  to  von  toe 
task  of  forming  the  harmless  spade,  and  the  nonoor* 
able  as  well  as  useful  ploug^bshare, — of  those  imple- 
ments which  contribute  to  the  support  of  life,  or  ta 
its  comforts.  Thou  canst  frame  locks  and  bars  to 
defend  the  propertyof  the  weak  against  the  stontlnief 
and  oppression  or  the  strong.  Men  will  still  lesort 
to  thee,  and  repay  thy  honest  industry" — 

But  here  Catharine  was  interrupted.  Her  father 
had  heard  her  declaim  against  ^^^ar  and  tournaments 
with  a  feelings  that  though  her  doctrines  were  new 
to  him,  they  mig^it  not,  nevertheless,  be  entirely  er- 
roneous. He  fcit,  indeed,  a  wish  that  hra  iiiT?u>Bed 
son-in-law  should  not  commit  himself  voluntarily  to 
the  hazards  which  the  daring  character  and  great 
personal  strength  of  Henr^  the  Smith  had  bitbeno 
led  him  to  incur  too  readily ;  and  so  far  be  would 
rather  have  desired  that  Catharine's  arguments 
should  have  produced  some  effect  upon  the  mind  of 
her  lover,  whom  he  knew  to  be  as  ductile,  when  in- 
fluenced by  his  affections,  as  he  was  fierceand  in  tracta- 
ble when  assailed  by  hostile  remonstrances  or  threats. 
But  her  arguments  interfered  with  his  views,  wfaev 
he  heard  her  enlarge  upon  the  necessity  of  his  aesi| 
ed  son-in-law  resigning  a  trade  which  broufi^t 
more  ready  income  than  anv  at  that  time  practii 
in  Scotland,  and  more  profit  to  Henry  of  Pertkhi 

E articular,  than  to  any  armourer  in  the  nation.  He 
ad  some  indistinct  idea,  that  it  would  not  be  amiBi 
to  convert,  if  possible,  Henry  the  Smith  from  his  too 
fireouent  use  of  arms,  even  though  he  felt  some  pride 
in  being  connected  with  one  who  wielded  with  such 
superior  excellence  those  weapons,  whidi  in  that 
warlike  age  it  was  the  boast  of  all  men  to  manage 
with  spirit  But  when  he  beard  bis  daug;htcr  recom- 
mend as  the  readiest  road  to  this  pacific  state  of 
mind,  that  her  lover  should  renounce  the  gainful 
trade  m  which  he  was  held  unrivalled,  and  which, 
from  the  constant  private  differences  and  public  wars 
of  the  tim&  was  sure  to  afford  him  a  lan^  moomc, 
he  could  withhold  his  wrath  no  longer.  The  daiy^- 
ter  had  scarce  recommended  to  her  lover  the  fabrica- 
tion of  the.  implements  of  husbandry,  than,  feding 
the  certainty  of  being  right,  of  which  in  the  earlierpart 
of  their  debate  he  had  been  somewhat  doubtful,  the 
father  broke  in  with— 

"Locks  and  bars,  plough-graith  and  harrow- 
teeth!— and  why  not  grates  and  fire-prongB,  and 
Oulross  girdles,*  and  an  ass  to  carry  the  merchan- 
dise through  the  country— and  thou  for  another  ass 
to  lead  it  by  the  halter  f  Why,  Catharine,  giri  has 
sense  altogether  forsaken  thee,  or  dost  thou  think 
that  in  these  hard  and  iron  daj^men  will  give  reai^ 
silver  for  any  thing  save  that  which  can  defend  thm 
own  life,  or  enable  them  to  take  that  of  their  enemy? 
We  want  swords  to  protect  ourselves  every  moment 
now,  thou  silly  wench,  and  not  ploughs  to  dress  the 
ground  for  the  grain  we  mav  never  see  rise.  As  kt 
the  matter  of  our  daily  bread,  those  who  are  strong 
seize  it,  and  live:  those  who  are  weak  yield  it,  ana 
die  of  hunger.  Happy  is  the  man  who,  like  my  wor- 
thy son,  has  means  of  obtaining  his  living  other- 
wise than  by  the  point  of  the  sword  which  he  makes. 
Preach  peace  to  nim  as  much  as  thou  wilt— I  will 
never  be  he  will  say  thee  nay ;  but  as  for  bidding  the 
first  armourer  in  Scotland  forego,  the  forging  of 
swords,  curtal-axes,  and  harness,  it  is  enough  to 
drive  patience  itself  mad— Out  from  my  sight !— and 
next  morning  I  prithee  remember,  that  shonldest 
thou  have  the  lock  to  see  Henry  the  Smith,  which 
is  more  than  thy  usage  of  him  hss  deserved,  yon  see 
a  man  who  has  not  his  match  in  Scotland  at  the  use 
of  broadsword  and  battle-axe,  and  who  can  work 
for  five  hundred  marks  a-year  without  breaking  a 
holyday." 

Tile  daughter,  on  hearing  her  father  speak  thss 

*  The  gtrOt  w  the  thin  plate  of  iron  med  fbr  the  mai 
nire  of  the  ctaple  Inxury  of  6ooUaiid,  the  oaten  cake, 
town  of  Coiroes  wu  loaf  edatentsd  fer  ite  giidl 
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Mmnptorilr.  maae  a  low  obeiBance.  And  without 
nrther  good-Dic^t,  withdrew  to  the  chamber  which 
was  her  nana]  aleeping  apartment 


CHAPTER  III. 

eometli  BmUk,  be  he  koight,  lord,  or  •quira, 

lat  ftam  the  emith  tbiit  forged  in  tbe  fire  9 


Tax  armourer'e  heart  swelled  big  with  various  and 
oontendiDg  aenaations,  ao  that  it  seemed  as  if  it  would 
bont  the  leathern  douolet  under  which  it  was  shroud- 
ed. He  arose — turned  away  his  head,  and  extended 
his  hand  towards  the  OloYer,  while  he  averted  his 
fiM&  aa  if  deairoua  that  his  emotion  should  not  be 
raaa  upon  his  countenance. 

"  Nay,  hang  me  if  I  bid  jou  farewell,  man,"  said 
Simon,  atziking  the  flat  of  his  hand  against  that  which 
the  armourer  expanded  towards  him.  '*  I  will  shake 
no  hands  with  you  for  an  hour  to  come  at  least 
Tarry  but  a  moment,  man,  and  I  will  explain  all 
this ;  and  aurely  a  few  drops  of  blood  from  a  scratch, 
and  a  few  ailly  words  from  a  foolish  wench's  lips,  are 
not  tojpart  frither  and  son,  when  they  have  been  so 
long  without  meeting  1  S  tay^  then,  maiLif  ever  you 
would  wish  for  a  father's  bleraing  and  St  valentine's, 
whose  blessed  eve  thin  chances  to  be." 

'Rut  Glover  was  soon  heard  loudly  summoning 
I>on>thy,  and.  after  some  clanking  of  keya  and  tramp- 
Ibg  op  and  down  stairs,  Dorothy  appeared  bearing 
ttree  laige  rummer  cups  of  green  glass,  which  were 
wen  esteemed  a  great  and  orecious  curiosity,  and 
the  Ok>ver  followed  with  a  huge  bottle,  equal  at  least 
to  t|iree  ^uarta  of  these  degenerate  days.—*'  Here  is  a 
OBpof  wme,  Henry,  older  hy  half  than  I  am  myself; 
Bv  father  had  it  in  a  gift  from  atoat  old  Crabbe  the 
Fiemiffh  engineer,  who  defended  Perth  so  stoutly  in 
toe  minority  of  David  the  Second.  We  glovers 
eoQld  alwaya  do  something  in  war,  though  our  con- 
nexion with  it  was  less  than  yolirs  who  work  in 
•tsel  and  iron.  And  my  father  had  pleased  old  Crabbe 
paome  other  day  I  will  tell  you  how,  and  also  how 
wDg  these  bottles  were  concealed  under  ground,  to 
save  them  fh>m  the  reiving  Southron.  So  I  will 
onpty  a  cup  to  the  soul's  nealth  of  my  honoured 
nther~-May  bis  sins  be  forgiven  him!  Dorothy, 
loou  shalt  drink  this  pledge,  and  then  begone  to  thy 
ooeUoft.  I  know  thine  ears  are  itching;  girl,  but  I 
have  that  to  aay  which  no  one  must  hear  save  Hen- 
ry Smith,  the  son  of  mine  adoption." 

Dorothy  did  not  venture  to  remonstrate,  but  taking 
ffher  glaaa,  or  rather  her  goblet,  with  good  courage, 
ivured  to  her  aleeping  apartment,  according  to  her 
muter's  conmiands.  'The  two  friends  were  left 
uope. 

"It  grieves  me,  friend  Henry,"  said  Simon,  filling 
tt.the  aame  time  his  own  glass  and  his  guest's,  "it 

Sttvee  me,  from  my  soul,  that  my  daughter  retaina 
IS  silly  hnmour :  but  also,  methinka^  thou  migfatst 
mend  it  Why  wouldst  thou  come  hither  clattering 
^th  thy  awoird  and  dagger,  when  the  girl  is  so 
■Uy  that  she  cannot  bear  the  sight  of  these  ?  Dost 
wOQ  not  remember  that  thou  hadst  a  sort  of  ouarrel 
J^  her  even  before  thy  last  deparmre  from  Perth, 
g^cause  thou  wouldst  not  go  like  other  honest  quiet 
^vghm  but  must  be  ever  armed,  like  one  of  the 
l^scally  jackmen*  that  wait  on  the  nobility  t  Sure 
It  IS  time  enough  for  decent  buigesses  to  arm,  at  the 
toiling  of  the  common  bell,  which  calls  us  out  bodin 
»5Wofwar."t 

.  Why;  my  good  father,  that  was  not  my  fiiult; 
out  I  had  no  aooner  quitted  my  na^  than  I  run  hither 
JO  tell  you  of  my  return,  thinking,  if  it  were  your  will 
to  permit  me,  that  I  would  get  your  advice  about  be- 
^  Mistress  Catharine's  Valentine  for  the  year;  and 
{wn  I  heard  from  Mrs.  Dorothy  thst  you  were  gone  to 
gjv  man  at  the  Black  Friars.  So,  I  thought  fwould 
wtiow  thither,  partly  to  hear  the  same  mass  with  you, 

•  ^SS'^  ^^wrmg  jadu,  or  umonr. 
»  lii    ^ "'  '^^^  "*  ^n^d  of  wer,  bat  in  the  luiee  which  f#Ur*, 
N  ttStV*)  to  ^"^r  t  in  vme,  namely.  oIOsmi^  and  defeaaiire. 

"para  in  feirof  war.'*  a  IVequent  term  in  <rfd  Seottiih  hiatory 
■M  maniments,  meaoa  anafcd  in  warlike  gain. 


and  partly— Our  Ladv  and  St  Valentine  forgive  me 
—to  look  upon  one  wno  thinks  little  enough  of  me— 
And,  aa  you  entered  the  church,  mcthought  I  aaw 
two  or  three  dangerous-looking  men  holding  counsel 
toj^ther,  and  gazing  at  you  and  her,  and  in  especial 
Sir  John  Ramomv,  whom  I  knew  well  enough,  for 
all  his  disguise,  ana  the  velvet  patch  over  his  eye,  and 
hia  cloak  so  like  a  serving-man's— so  memought, 
&ther  Simon,  that  aa  you  were  oki,  and  yonder  slip 
of  a  Highlander  something  too  young  to  do  battle^  I 
would  even  walk  quietly  after  you,  not  doubting,  with 
the  tools  I  had  about  me  to  bring  any  one  to  reason 
that  might  disturb  you.  in  your  way  home.  You 
know  that  yourself  discovered  me,  and  drew  me  into 
the  house,  whether  I  would  or  no;  otherwise,  I  pro- 
mise you,  I  would  not  have  seen  your  daughter  till 
I  had  donn'd  the  new  jerkin  which  was  made  at  Ber- 
wick after  the  latest  cut ;  nor  would  I  have  appeared 
before  her  with  these  weapons,  which  she  dislikes  so 
much.  Although  to  say  truth,  so  many  are  at  deadly 
feud  with  me  lor  one  unhappy  chance  or  another, 
that  it  is  aa  needfrd  for  me  as  for  any  man  in  Scot- 
land to  go  by  night  with  weapons  about  me." 

"  The  silly  wench  never  thinks  of  that,"  said  Simon 
Glover ;  "  sne  never  has  sense  to  consider,  that  in 
our  dear  native  land  of  Scotland,  every  man  deems  it 
his  privilege  and  dutv  to  avense  his  own  wrong. 
But,  Harry,  my  boy,  thou  art  to  blame  for  taking  her 
talk  so  much  to  heart.  I  have  seen  thee  bold  enough 
with  other  wenches— wherefore  so  still  and  tongue- 
tied  with  her  7" 

"  Because  she  is  something  different  from  other 
maidens,  father  Glover— because  she  is  not  only 
more  beautiful,  but  wiser,  hkher,  holier,  and  seems  to 
me  as  if  she  were  made  of  better  dav  than  we  that 
approach  her.  I  can  hold  my  head  high  enough 
with  the  reat  of  the  lasses  round  the  maypole ;  but 
somehow,  when  I  improach  Catharine^  I  feel  myself 
an  earthly,  coarse,  ferocious  creature^  scarce  worthy 
to  look  on  her,  much  less  to  contradict  the  precepts 
which  she  expounds  to  me." 

"You  are  an  imprudent  merchant,  Harry  Smith," 
replied  Simon;  '*and  rate  too  high  the  /mods  you 
wish  to  purchase.  Catharine  ia  a  good  gfrL  and  my 
daughter;  but  if  you  make  her  a  conceited  ape  by 
your  bashfulness  and  your  flattery,  neither  you  nor  I 
will  see  our  wishes  accomplished. 

"I  often  fear  it,  my  good  father,"  said  the  Smith; 
'*for  I  feel  how  httle  i  am  deserving  of  Catharine." 

"Fed  a  thre&d's  end  I"  said  the  Glover:  "feel  for 
me,  friend  Smith,  for  Catharine  and  me.  'Think  how 
the  poor  thing  ia  beaet  from  morning  to  niaht,  and 
by  what  sort  of  persons,  even  though  windowa  be 
down  and  doors  shut.  We  were  accosted  to-day  by 
one  too  powerful  to  be  named,— ay,  and  he  showed 
his  displeaaure  openly,  because  I  would  not  nermtt 
him  to  gallant  my  daughter  in  the  church  itself  when 
the  priest  was  saying  mass.  There  are  others  scares 
less  reaaonable.  I  somedmes  wish  that  Catharine 
were  aome  degrees  less  fair,  that  she  might  not  catch 
that  dangerous  sort  of  admiration,  or  somewhat  less 
holy,  that  she  might  sit  down  like  an  honeet  woman, 
contented  with  stout  Henry  Smith,  who  could  pro- 
tect his  wife  against  every  sprig  oi  chivalry  in  the 
Court  of  Scotluid." 

"And  if  I  dia  not,"  said  Henry,  throating  out  a 
hand  and  arm  which  might  have  belonged  to  a  giant 
for  bone  and  muscle,  *^  would  I  may  never  bring 
hammer  upon  anvil  aueain  I  Ay,  an  it  were  come  but 
that  length,  my  fair  Catharine  should  see  that  there 
is  no  harm  in  a  man  having  the  trick  of  defence. 
But  I  believe  she  thinks  the  whole  world  is  onegreat 
Minster-church,  and  that  all  who  live  in  it  ahould  bs- 
have  as  if  they  were  at  an  eternal  mass." 

"Nay,  in  truth,"  said  the  father,  "she  has  strana 
influence  over  those  who  approach  her— the  WgOr 
land  lad,  Conachar,  with  whom  I  have  been  trou- 
bled for  these  two  or  three  years,  although  you  may 
see  he  has  the  natural  spirit  of  his  people,  obeys  the 
least  sign  which  Catharme  makes  hini,  and,  indeed, 
will  hardly  be  ruled  by  any  one  else  in  the  house. 
She  takes  much  pains  with  him  to  bring  him  fron^ 
his  rode  Higfalandi  habits." 

Here  Henry  Smith  became  uneasy  in  his  cha^r,  lift* 


16                                            CHRONICLES  OP  THE  CANONGATK.  IChap.  III. 

ed  the  flagon,  set  it  down,  and  at  length  exclaimed,  and  another  to  himself ;  "  I  see,  that  good  smith  at 

"  The  devil  take  the  young  Highland  whelp  and  his  thou  art,  thou  ken'st  not  the  mettle  that  womefl 

whole  kindred !    What  has  Catharine  to  do  to  in-  arc  made  of.    Thou  must  be  bold,  Henr>' ;  and  bear 

struct  such  a  fellow  as  he 7    He  will  be  just  like  the  thyself  not  as  if  thou  wert  going  to  the  galtow-ki^ 

wolf-cub  that  I  was  fool  enough  to  train  to  the  offices  but  like  a  gay  young  fellow,  wn( 

of  a  dog,  and  every  one  thought  him  reclaimoJ,  tilL  worth,  8 

in  an  ill  hour,  I  went  to  walk  on  the  hill  of  Moncrieff,  child  K^ 

when  he  broke  loose  on  the  Laird's  flock,  and  made  mother,  and  thou  thinkest-foolisbly  to  suppose  tbejr 

a  havoc  that  I  might  well  have  rued,  had  the  Laird  are  ail  set  on  what  pleases  the  eve.    Their  ear  must 

not  wanted  a  harness  at  the  time.    And  I  marvel  be  pleased  too,  man;  they  must  know  that  he  whom 

that  you,  being  a  sensible  man,  father  Glover  will  they  favour  is  bold  and  buxom,  and  might  have  the 

keep  this  Highland  young  fellow— a  likely  one,  I  pro-  love  of  twenty,  though  he  is  suving  for  thdrs.    Be> 

mise  you — so  nigh  to  Catharine,  as  if  there  were  no  lieve  an  old  man,  women  walk  more  by  what  othen 

other  than  your  daughter  to  8er\'e  him  for  a  school-  think  than  by  what  they  think  themselves  ;   atid 

mistress."  when  she  asks  for  the  boldest  man  in  Perth,  whom 

*'Fie,  my  son,  fie,~now.  you  are  jealous."  said  Si-  shall  she  hear  named  but  Harry  Burn -the- wind  ?~ 

mon,  ''of  R  poir  young  fellow,  who,  to  tell  you  the  The  best  armourer  that  ever  fashioned  weapon  od 

truth,  resides  here,  because  he  may  not  so  well  live  on  anvil  7  why  Hnrr>-  Smith  again— The  tightest  dancer 

the  other  side  of  the  hill."  at  the  May-pole  7— why.  the  lusty  smith— The  gayest 

"Ay,  av,  father  Simon,"  retorted  the  Smith,  who  troller  of  ballads ?-—wny,  who  but  Harrv  Gowl— 

had  all  the  narrow-minded  feelings  of  the  burghers  The  best  wrestler,  swonl-and-buckler  player— tht 

of  his  time.  "  an  it  were  not  for  fear  of  offence,  I  king  of  the  weapon-shawing— the  breaker  of  mad 

would  say  that  you  have  even  too  much  packing  and  horses— the  tamer  of  wild  Hignlandmen  7— ever  moni 

peeling  with  yonder  loons  out  of  burgh."  it  is  thee— thee— no  one  but  tliee.— And  shall  Catha- 

**  I  must  get  my  deer-hides,  buck-skins,  kid-skins,  rine  prefer  yonder  slip  of  a  Highland  boy  to  fhre?— 

and   so  forth,  somewhere,  my  good   Hairy,— ana  Pshaw !  she  might  as  well  make  a  steel  gauntlet 

Highlandmcn  give  good  bargains.''  out  of  kid's  leather.    I  tell  thee,  Conachar  is  nolhing 

They  can  afford  them,"  replied  Henry,  dr>'ly;  to  her,  but  so  far  as  she  would  fain  prevent  the  deni 

"for  they  sell  nothing  but  stolen  gear."  having  his  due  of  him^  as  of  other  Hif^hlandmeo— 

"Well,  well,— be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  not  my  busi-  God  bless  her,  poor  things  she  would  bnng  all  mao- 

ness  whore  they  get  the  bestial,  so  I  get  the  hides,  kind  to  better  thoughts  if  she  conld.'^ 

But  ns  I  was  saying,  there  are  certain  considerations  "  In  which  she  will  fail  to  a  certainty/' — said  the 

why  I  nm  willing  to  oblige  the  father  of  this  young  Smith,  who,  as  the  reader  may  have  noticed,  had  no 

man  by  keeping  him  here.     And  he  is  but  naif  a  good-will  to  the  Highland  race.    "I  will  wager  on 

"'  '^'      •        •-            .         ...       1.    -..     .  .1  ^.-  .     ^    .        -  should  know  something,  he 

same  element  with  iny- 


Highlander  neither,  and  wants  a  thought  of  the  dour   Old  Nick,  of  whom  I  shou 
spirit  of  a  Glune-amie;* — after  all,  I  have  seldom    bi'ing  indeed  a  worker  in  the 


other  respects  aside,  and  send  the  landlouper  to  seek  taken  the  young  reiver  in  hand,  and  he  fears  a  hnn- 

othor  quarters  to-morrow  morning."  dieil  devils  as  little  as  1  do  a  flock  of  ij^ecse." 

"Nay,  father,"  said  the  Smith,  "you  cannot  sup-  "Father  Clement 7"  said  the  Smith;  "too  an 
pose  that  Harry  Gow  cares  the  value  of  a  smithy-  always  making  some  new  saint  in  this  godly  city 
dandert  for  such  a  cub  as  yonder  cat-a-mountain7  I  of  Saint  Johnston.  Pray,  who,  for  a  devil's  drub* 
care  little,  I  promise  you,  though  nil  his  clan  were  her,  may  he  be 7— one  of  your  hermits  that  i»  train- 
coming  down  the  Shoegatet  with  slogan  crying,  and  ed  for  the  work  like  a  virrestler  for  the  ring,  and 
pipes  playing;  I  would  nnd  fifty  blades  and  bucklers  brings  himself  to  trim  by  fasting  and  penance— is 
would  send  them  back  faster  than  they  came.    But,  he  not  7" 

to  speak  truth,  though  it  is  a  fooFs  speech  too— I  care  "  No,  that  is  the  marvel  of  it,"  said  Simon ;  "  Fi- 

not  to  sec  the  fellow  so  much  with  Catharine.    Re-  ther  Clement  eats,  drinks,  and  lives  much  likie  oth« 

member,  father  Glover,  your  trade  keeps  your  eyes  folks— all  the  rules  of  the  church,  neverthdeas,  strict- 

and  hands  close  employed,  and  must  have  your  heed-  ly  observed." 

ful  care,  even  if  this  lazy  lurdane  wrought  at  it,  "  Oh,  I  comprehend !— a  buxom  priest  that  thinks 

which  you  know  yourself  he  seldom  docs.'  more  of  good  living  than  of  good  life— tipples  a  can 

"And  that  is  true,"  said  Simon;  "he  cuts  all  his  on  Fastem's  Eve,  to  enable  nim  to  face  Lent— has 

gloves  out  for  the  right  hand,  and  never  could  finish  a  pleasant  in  pn'nci>to— and  confesses  all  the  pretn- 

•  pair  in  his  life."  est  women  about  the  town  7" 

"  No  doubt,  his  notions  of  skin-cutting  are  rather  "  You  are  on  the  bow-hand  stilU  Smith.  I  tell  you, 

different,"  said  Henry.    "  But  with  your  leave,  fa-  my  daughter  and  I  could  nose  out  either  a  fasting 

ther,  I  would  only  say,  that  work  he,  or  be  he  idle,  hypocrite  or  a  full  one.  But  Father  Clement  is  neither 

he  has  no  bleared  eyes,— no  hands  seared  with  the  the  one  nor  tho  other." 

hot  irouj  and  welked  by  tho  use  of  the  fore-hammer,  "  But  what  is  he  then,  in  Heaven's  name!" 

-'HO  hair  mated  in  the  smoke,  and  singed  in  the  fur-  "One  who  is  either  greatly  better  than  half  his 

nace,  Uke  the  hide  of  a  badgjer,  rather  than  what  is  fit  brethren  of  Saint  Johnston  mit  together,  or  so  much 

to  be  covered  with  n  Christian  bonnet.    Now,  let  worse  than  the  worst  of  them,  that  it  is  sin  and 

Catharine  be  as  good  a  wench  as  ever  lived,  and  I  shame  that  he  is  suffered  to  abide  in  the  oountry." 

will  uphold  her  to  be  the  best  in  Perth,  yet  she  must  "  Methinks  it  were  easy  to  tell  whether  be  bs 

see  and  know  that  these  things  make  a  ditiference  be-  the  one  or  the  other,"  said  the  Smith. 


twixt  man  and  man,  and  that  the  difiierence b  not  in  "Content  you,  my  friend,"  said  Simon,  "with 

my  favour."  knowing,  that  if  you  judge  Father  Clement  far  what 

Here  is  to  thee,  with  all  my  heart,  son  Harry,"  you  see  nim  do  and  hear  him  say^  yoa  will  think.ei 

said  the  old  man,  filling  a  brimmer  to  his  companion,  him  as  the  best  and  kindest  man  in  the  world,  with 

^.        ,..             ,^                *^..  s  coDDdbrt  for  every  man's  gricfi  a  counsel  for  ensy 

IliRlilandeni  nii.l  U)«  LowlanHera  burd«i«d  on  each  other,  it  wac  Ppor  man  S  best  fnend.     But  if  VOU  llBten  tp  What  US 

aeomniiin  t«rm,  wherebjr.  whether  in  tcorn  or  honour,  the  Gae-  Dominicans  say  Of  him,  he  IS — Benetuate  I  ibCTB  tOS 

lie  nicp  iiwd  to  be  deiimiated.   wiiethw  themmm  be.  as  Cei-  Glover  crossed  bimself  on  brow  and  bosom)-«  W 

l&'S?;;,^r  ;iS?,r5S,\-i,£k{?,te^i;'S^„^^^  heretic,  who  owht  b,  me.D.  of  ..rfily  fl.m«i  to  hi 

old  Gttul")-or.  B«  nr.  JainieM)n  arems  to  iniinuate.  the  word  sent  to  those  Which  bum  eternally.                 ,.       , 

oririnally  vmvun*  black  cattk.  and  had  been  eontempUHMiljr  ap-  The  Smith  also  crossed  himself,  and  exclaimed— 

plied  hf  the  HaaMiiacli  to  the  herrfaman,  aa  on  an  inteilectvai  >>  Snint  Mnrv !  father  Simon  and  do  voti.  who  avB  SS 

*  c-  der.                 I  A  principal  atieet  in  Perth.  Olover  of  Perth,  let  youT  daughter  attend  the  miwir 


ciiAP.  ly.] 


THE  FAIR  MAID  OF  FERTH. 


IT 


try  of  one  who— tlie  Smnts  prafenre  tta!— may  be  in 
iMg&e  vich  die  ftul  Fiend  huneelfl  Why,  wa«  it  not 
a  prieat  who  raised  the  devil  in  the  Meal  Vennel, 
wban  Hodge  Jftckaon's  house  wan  blown  down  in 
the  great  wind  1— did  not  the  devil  appear  in  the 
midat  of  the  Tay,  dreaaed  in  a  prieat'a  scapular,  gam- 
hoUiiig  fike  a  pellaek  amongst  tne  wavea^  toe  morning 
when  OUT  atately  bridge  was  swept  away  V* 

"  I  eannot  tell  whether  he  (ud  or  no,"  said  the 
CHoter;  "I  only  know  I  saw  him  not  Aa  to  Ca- 
ihanne^  she  cannot  be  said  to  use  Father  Clement's 
ministry,  seeing  her  confessor  is  old  Father  Francis 
the  Dominicen,  from  whom  she  had  her  shrift  to- 
day. But  women  will  sometimes  be  wilful,  and  sure 
ttoosh  she  oonsolts  with  Father  Cleroent  more  than 
1  ooiud  wish;  and  yet  when  I  have  spoken  with  him 
anrasl^  I  have  thought  him  so  good  and  holy  a  man, 
fmt  I  eould  have  tmsted  my  own  salvation  with 
Urn.  There  are  bad  r^rta  of  him  among  the  Do- 
■airiranaL  that  is  certam.  But  what  have  we  lay- 
Baa  to  do  with  such  thin^  my  son  1  Let  us  pay 
llother  Ghnich  her  duee,  give  our  alms,  confess  ana 
da  oar  penancea  duly,  aid  the  aainta  will  bear  us 


Ay,  .truly;  and  they  will  have  consideration,"  said 
the  Sntth,  ^*lor  any  raah  and  unhappy  blow  that  a 
ttn  may  deal  in  a  fight,  when  hia  party  was  on  de- 
tlDoa  and  atanding  up  to  him;  ana  that's  the  only 
oeed  a  man  can  live  upon  m  Scotland^  let  your 
dsBRkter  thi^k  what  ahe  pleaaee.  Marry,  a  man 
moat  know  ma  £knc&  or  have  a  wort  lease  of  hia  life, 
01  ttny  place  where  blowa  are  going  ao  rife.  Five 
Boolea  Id  our  altar  have  clearai  me  tor  the  beat  man 
}  ever  had  miafortane  with." 

Ut  08  aoiah  our  flaak,  then^"  said  the  old  Glo- 
][«r ; .  Mbr  I  reckon  the  Dominictan  tower  is  tolling 
[■anight.  And  hark  thee,  son  Henry;  be  at  the 
iMwe  wmdow  oq  our  east  gable  by  the  very  peep 
w^dawn,  and  make  me  aware  thou  art  come  by 
vuatnng  me  Smith's  call  gently.  I  will  contrive 
that  Catharine  shall  look  out  at  the  window,  and 
thoa  dioa  wilt  have  aU  the  privileges  of  bdng  a  gal- 
luit Valentme  through  the  reat  oAhe  year;  which  if 
ukcni  canst  not  use  to  thine  own  advantage,  I  ahaU 
M  led  to  think,  that  for  all  thou  be'at  covered  with 
we  lion's  hide,  Nature  has  left  on  thee  the  long  eara 
of Jhe  aaa." 

"VAmeo,  father,"  aaid  the  armourer;  "  a  hearty 
good-night  to  you ;  and  God'a  blessing  on  your  roof- 
ga,  and  thoae  whom  it  covera.  You  ahall  hear  the 
onuui  a  call  sound  by  cock-crowing ;  I  warrant  I 
PotSff  Chanticleer  to  shame." 
j*>  eaykig^  he  took  his  leave ;  and,  thoufdi  com- 
gmy  ondaun  ted,  moved  through  the  deaerted  streets 
■u  one  upon  his  guard,  to  hia  own  dwelling,  which 
wta  latuated  in  the  Mill  Wynd,  at  the  weetem  end  of 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Whsffl  an  this  tnnnoil  erunmad  into  oar  paitaf 
nith,  Imt  tbe  pit-a-pftt  of  poor  yoiniff  hasni. 

T^atafdy  armourer  was  not,  it  may  be  believed, 
|||*<6kin  keeping  the  appointment  aaaigned  by  his  in- 
wM  fatofer-in-law.  He  went  through  the  process 
Jnis  toilet  with  more  than  ordinary  care,  throwing, 
2^  •■  he  codd,  thoae  points  which  had  a  military 
w  into  the  ahada  He  was  far  too  noted  a  peraon 
{•venture  to  go  entirely  unarmed  in  a  town  where  he 
eaa  indeed  manyfrienaa,  but  also,  from  the  character 
ai.nisny  of  hia  former  exploits,  aeveral  deadly  ene- 
JJJB^  at  whoae  handi,  ahonld  they  take  Um  at  ad- 
IS^yt  he  knew  he  hi(d  little  mercy  to  expect.  He 
]J5*w».worB  mtder  hia  jerkin  a  teeret  or  coal  of 
gjyiiaiLmade  so  light  and  flexible  that  it  inter- 
■yaa  little  with  his  n&ovements  as  a  modem  nnder- 
2J[J*eoat,  yet  of  auch  proof  as  he  mu^ht  safely  dei>end 
JWA  every  ring  of  it  having  been  wrought  and  joined 
T  nia  own  hands.  Above  this  he  wore,  like  others 
°)>  ega  and  degree,  the  Flemish  hose  and  doublet, 
"**  m  honour  of  the  holy  tide,  were  of  the  beat 
m  English  broadcloth,  light  blue  in  colour, 
e«t  with  btaok  aatin,  andpaaaamente^  Uaced, 


that  is)  with  embroidery  of  blaok  aQk.  Bin  wiHom 
boots  were  of  cordovan  leather ;  his  cloak  off  goaa 
Scottish  gray,  which  served  to  conceal  a  whinger,  or 
cauttau  ac  miuse,  that  hung  at  hia  belt,  and  iVaa  his 
.  only  ofleiisive  weapon,  for  be  carried  in  hia  hand  but 
a  rod  of  holly.  His  black  velvet  bonnet  was  lined 
with  ateel,  qudted  between  the  metal  and  hia 'head, 
and  thus  constituted  a  meana  of  defiance  which  might 
safely  be  trusted  to. 

Upon  the  whole,  Henry  had  the  appearanoe^  to 
which  he  was  well  entitlnl,  of  a  buraner  of  wealth 
and  conaideration,  assuming,  in  his  dress,  as  mudi 
conseouence  as  he  could  display,  without  atepping 
beyond  hia  own  rank,  and  encroacning  on  that  oi  tna 
gentry.  Nather  did  hia  frank  and  manly  deportment, 
though  indicating  a  total  indifference  to  danger,  bear 
the  least  resemblance  to  that'of  the  bravoea  or  awash- 
bucklers  of  the  day,  amongat  whom  Henry  was 
aometimes  unjuady  ranked  oy  those  who  impnted 
the  frays,  in  which  he  waa  so  oi^n  engaged,  to  a 
quarrelaome  and  violent  temper,  restios  upon  a  oM- 
sciousness  of  his  personal  strength  andanowledgaQf 
his  weapon.  On  the  contrary,  every  fixture  bore  tl» 
easy  and  good-humoured  expreasion  of  one  who  nei- 
ther thought  of  inflicting  mischief,  nor  dreaded  iff 
from  otheia. 

Having  attired  himaelf  in  his  beat,  the  honeat  aiv- 
mourer  next  placed  neaieat  to  hia  heart  (which  throb- 
bed at  ita  touch)  a  little  gift  which  he  had  long  pr»> 
vided  for  Catharine  Glover,  and  which  hia  gusfity  of 
Yalentine  would  preaently  give  him  the  title  to  pi»> 
aent,  and  her  to  receive,  without  regard  to  maidenly 
Bcniplea.  It  was  a  email  ruby  cut  mto  the  form  of  a 
heart,  transfixed  with  a  golden  arrow,  and  was  ea- 
cloaed  in  a  email  puree  made  of  links  of  the  fiDegl 
work  in  ateel,  as  if  it  had  been  designed  for  a  hauberit 
to  a  king.  Round  the  verge  of  the  puree  were  theaa 
woidi— 

Lvrt'adaria 
ClMrehetft* 
Tlurott|h  mail  thlrti. 


Una  device  had  coat  the  armourer  some  thoniiit^ 
and  he  waa  much  aatiafied  with  his  composition,  ne- 
cauae  it  aeemed  to  imply  that  hia  akill  oouki  defend 
all  hearta  aaving  hia  own.  He  wiaroed  himaelf  in 
his  cloak,  and  hastened  throng^  the  snll  silent  straeta^ 
determined  to  appear  at  the  window  appointed  a  httla 
before  dawn. 

With  this  purpoae  he  paased  op  the  High  Straate 
and  turned  down  die  opening  whefe  Samt  John** 
Chu.*'ch  now  atanda^  in  order  to  proceed  to  CurfMr 
Street  :t  when  it  occurred  to  him,  from  the  appear- 
ance of  theaky,  that  he  was  at  least  an  hour  too  eaziy 
for  hie  purpoae,  and  that  it  would  be  better  not  to 

*  ThB  two  follflwinff  ootea  aie  ftoratelMd  bj  a  gaatlaiBao  wall 
tiqttitiM  of  bonajr  St,  Johimtoa :~ 


tetlioaiit 
8oflM  ooDfonoo  oooMUHMlly  ocean  io  the  htolorieal  racOTdt 
of  Forth,  tnm  Uiere  havinc  boea  two  hirh  or  priocjpai  itm 
in  that  dtjr :  tt)o  Nortb  HJfb  Street,  itill  callml  Iki  High  SUM 
and  tb»  SMtti  Ri|h  Street,  now  known  only  at  the  Bool 


5 


Street,  or  ShoeasteT  An  ioetanee  of  Ihii  ocean  in  the  evMea^ 
of  ooe  of  the  witaeeaee  on  the  Oowrie  Conapiracie,  who 
poned  that  the  &ri  of  Oowrie  ran  in  from  '  the  Hiffe  Stiaet^ 
whenaa  the  earl*!  honae  atood  in  that  part  of  the  town  now 
known  aa  the  Sooth  Street  Tbia  cirenmstanoe  will  eaplaUl 
how  the  Snith  had  to  peaa  St  Ann'a  Chapel  and  St  Johira 
Cfaureh  on  hia  war  front  the  Hifh  Street  toCnrfbw  Row,  wMdIi 
edlfloae  be  wpald  not  bare  approached  if  hia  moroioff  waUC  had 
bees  taken  dirottfh  the  mora  northerly  of  the  two  priooi|ial 
atraeta.** 

t  "Curlbw  Sheet,  or  Row.anua,  at  a  period  not  mnoh  eariiea 
than  that  of  the  atoiy.  have  forqied  part  of  the  aobarba  of  F^hUl 
It  waa  the  Wynd  or  Row  immediately  aurrouodina  the  Gaatia 
Yard,  and  bad  probably  been  bnilt,  in-  part  at  leaau  aooo  anac 
the  Caatto  waa  raaad.  and  ita  moat  llllea  np,  t»y  Rcmrt  Bt^ci: 
There  ia  every  probabiUtr  that  in  the  daya  of  Robert  the  Thirtf; 
it  waa  of  neater  extent  than  atprmeat— the  OutU  OaNt,  whiok 
now  teaninatea  it  to  the  eaatward.  naTing  then  ran  inalina 
with  the  Skinoerfate,  aa  the  niina  of  aome  walla  itill  bear  witr 
neaa.  The  abopn,  aewelt  aa  the  honaea  of  the  CRoTera,  weie 
than,  aa  the  name  impliea.  ehiefljr  in  the  Skionernie :  bnt  thi 
ehaiten  in  poaaeaaion  of  toe  incorporation  ebow  that  Uie  memp' 
bera  had  eonaiderable  property  in  or  adlaoent  to  the  Ciirlbei> 
Row,  eoaaietinf  not  only  or  flelda  and  gardeoa,  but  of  dweUiot-, 
houaoa, 

"  Io  the  wall  of  Uie  eoran-  honae  of  the  Cmibw  Row,  i  ^ 
to  Blaekftia?*  VenneL  there  u  atiU  to  .be,  ■eea  a  niche  m 
wall  where  die  Cartaw  bell  hmg.  TiUb  hooae  Ibrmed  atoM 
tiaae  a  part  of  a  chapel  de^Heated  to  Saint  Bartholomew,  and  tt 
it  at  ao  ¥wy  diafnt  period  the  — pibaii  of  the  Qtover  faico^O" 
mdoa  held  Uaeir  meetiaia.'* 


U  CHRONICLES  OF  THE  CAIfONOATB.  ICtun.  IV. 

«PI>MT  ■!  thaplara  of  rendezvoui  till  neorpr  ihe  tlm?  "  Tilllin  t"  uid  Henrr,  "joa  an  diKOTend,  ind 
■Mixtisd.    Oilier  ealUnlB  were  tiol  unlikply  lo  beoa    jroB  ahili  die  the  death  1 

tha  watch  ai  welfaa  himaclf,  about  ihehouseof  the  As  beqioke  ihua,  he  dealltbailraDBer  ■  blowwHIi 
F^ir  Maid  of  Perth :  and  he  knew  his  own  foible  eo  hii  ncapim,  which  would  probably  nave  made  hi 
well,  u  to  be  aeiiaible  of  the  (jreil  chance  of  n  iriifne    mirds  rom,  had  not  the  man,  niamg  hia  ami,  la- 

ahsing  betwiit  ihem.     "  I  have  Ihe  advantage.''  he    cdyed  on  hia  hand  the  blow *"~  """'  ^~-' 

thought,  "  by  my  fslher  Simon's  fiiendahip:    and    The  wound  mual  ha*a  bean  . 
why  ahould  I  alam  mj  fin^ra  with  the  blood  of  the    ataggered  and  Tell  with  a  deep 

poor  creature*  that  are  not  woriliy  my  noiicc.  sincv   ticinfi  him  farther.  Haniy  sn _, ,, 

.1 i.,_„r .L ...  _       ,,-    >,.         -)oa  a  party  of  men  who  aaemcd  engaged  m  irfac«i 

,  ladder  against  Ihe  laiticQ  window  tn  lbs  gabk. 

Henry  did  nol  alop  either  to  count  ibeir  numbm  n 


for  faitbni 

_  aerare  one,  far  ht 
t^tma.    WiiUoot  no- 


10  much  leSB  fbrtnnale  than  rnysclfiy  No— 
from  all  temptation  la  a  broil.    Theyahall 


Rie  to  quarrel  with  ms  than  jus[  what  i(  may  i  to  aacertain  their  puipoae.  But  cryins  the  alatn- 
for  me  to  give  Ihe  nanul,  and  for  my  fslher  [  word  of  the  town,  and  giving  the  ngnaTai  which  the 
to  inawet  it.    I  KotidEr  how  iho  old  man  ,  burRhcre  were  wont  to  collect,  he  mahed  on  the 


I" '  night 


i  to  bring  hor  .^  ..._ .    .  , ..    ~„— ,  —  . 

aha  knew  hii  putt>08&  he  would  find  ii  didicull  lo  |  cending  the  ladder, 

Wiile   these  lover-like  ihi 


Ibe 


tbmui^  hia  brain,  the  ai 
often  turning  his  eye!  eoei 
mament,  in  which  no  aligh 
nnnine  to  flicker,  to  annoiD 
noweier  distant,  which,  I 
atout  armourer,  aeemid  an 
longer  than  usual  fro 


!  ihe  Bpproach  of  dan-i 


___,_.  .JlOtfilih 

I  he  trode  ihe 


tX:. 


....„   ..   by 

ids,  threw  it  down  on  ihe  pavement,  and  plaoag 

hia  foot  on  ihe  body  of  the  man  whohadbeeo  moan- 
ing, prevented  him  from  regaining  hia  fcei.  Hia  ac- 
complices Biruck  fiercely  at  Henry,  to  ezlricate  ihaii 
rnmnaninn.  Bui  hia  mail-coal  stood  him  in  aooJ 
repaid  their  blows  wilh  iniereai. 


of  the  fljnng  butireaae 
~~~  that  has  need  to  ru 

rhat  stsrtled  at 


.^Wh 
bolh  in  ita  tone  and 


—   .._o  speaks,"  nnswcrad   the  same 

Toica.    "  Do  thou  make  ^eat  speed,  or  thou  will 
•carce  make  good  speed.    Bandy  nul  words,  but  bc- 

"  Saint  or  ainner,  angel  or  devil  "  said  Hrnry, 
crossing  himself,  "your  advice  touches  me  but  loo 
daaily  to  be  neglected.  Saint  Valentine  be  my^peni:" 

8a  aaying,  he  instantly  cbanRHJ  his  loilering  pace 
ID  one  with  which  few  people  rould  have  kepi  up, 
and  in  an  instant  was  in  Couvrefew  Street.  He  had 
not  made  three  slepa  towards  Siman  Glover's,  which 
•lood  in  the  midal  of  the  narrow  alreel,  when  two 
men  siarted  from  under  the  houaea  on  dinerent  ndes, 
and  advanced,  aa  it  wei«  hy  concert,  to  intercept  hia 
paaaage.  He  imperTect  limit  only  permitted  him  lo 
diacem  that  they  wore  the  Highland  mantle. 

"  Clear  the  vl»y^  catheran,"  said  ihe  armourer, 
in  Ihe  decn  stem  voLoe  which  cotresponded  with  the 
breadth  of  his  cheat. 

'Hiey  did  not  answer,  at  least  intelligibly;  but  he 
could  aee  that  they  drew  ibetr  sworda,  wiih  the  pur' 
poae  of  withatanding  him  by  violence.  Conjeciuring 
some  evil,  bnl  of  what  kiod  he  could  Dot  sniicipale, 
HeniyiKa'anlly  determined  to  make  hia  way  through 
whatever  odda,  and  defend  hia  mbtreaa,  or  at  least 
die  at  her  feet.  He  caal  his  cloak  over  hia  left  arm 
aa  a  buckler,  and  advancol  rapidly  and  steadily  lo 


Iff  aloud,  "Hdp,  help,  for  bonnie  St.  johnalon  !- 
Qwsand  blades,  brave  riliiena  I  bows  and  bladea  I 
-ibey  break  into  our  houses  under  cloud  of  nigfat" 

These  words,  which  reaoundeal  far  ihrDoidi  ihs 

iKtf  and  alreela,  were  accompanied  by  as  many  (krce  blowa^ 
' '  dealt  with  good  eflect  among  thoae  whom  tha  ah 
nuNirer  aaaiuled.  In  the  meantime,  I  be  inbabilanla 
of  the  atreet  began  lo  awaken  and  appear  on  tbt 
alreel  in  their  shirta,  with  awotda  and  taixrta.  aal 
aomei>f  them  with  torchea.  The  assailanta  now  en- 
deavoured to  make  their  escape,  which  all  of  them 
eflected  excepting  the  man  who  bad  been  thrown 


patiyinjc  it 


inthi 


is  cloa) 


t  Ihe  ( 


face,  and  tripping  him 


way;  while  almoat  _.  . 

blow  with  hia  whinger  _ .._ ^ _,._.. 

hia  rigkl  hand,  so  aeverely  applied,  that  he  also  lay 
piMtimte  by  bis  aBBOciats.  Meanwhile,  the  armourer 
puahad  brwaid  in  alarm,  tor  which  the  drcumslonce 
of  ihealKel  bnng  guarded  or  defended  by  a  trammers 
who  conducted  ibemaelveawiib  such  violence,  aflord- 
«d  suffidsni  reaaoD.  He  heard  a  auppresaed  whis- 
per and  a  bualle  under  tha  Glover's  windows— those 
a  windows  Ihim  whieti  he  had  expected  to  be 
I  by  Catharine  aa  her  Vsleniinc.  He  kepi  to 
(he  oppoaile  aide  of  Ihe  slreet,  thai  he  might  recon- 
noitre tbeur  Dumber  snd  purpose.  Dill  one  of  the 
part;,  who  were  beneath  the  wmdow,  obecrvuiB  or 
baamig  him,  crossed  the  atreel  alao,  and  taking  him 
doDblliu  for  one  of  iha  senunels,  asked,  iii  a  whis- 
PST,    What  nmse  wis  yonder,  Kennelh  1  why  gave 


held  as  fast  as  it 
other  woundedm 

"  Here  are  a  sc — .„ 

burgh,"  aaid  Hen ty  to  the  neighbours  « „ 

assemble ;  "  make  after  the  rogues.  They  csniM 
all  gel  oti.  for  1  have  maimed  aome  of  ihemi  the 
blood  will  guide  you  to  ihem." 

"  Some  Highland  calberana."  aaid  the  a 
"  up,  and  chase,  neighbovra  1" 

''Ay,  chase— chaa«%—leaye  me  lo  maoaw 
low,"  continued  the  armourer. 

The  assielania  dispersed  in   din 
th«r  Ilahla  flashing   and   thar   ciica   i 
Ihrouih  the  whole  adjacent  diatricL     * 

In  the  meantime  ihe  armoum's  casiive  mtTNled 
for  fteedam.  using  bolh  promises  and  ihnts  to  no- 
tain  it.  "  Aa  ihou  art  a  gentleman,"  he  aaid,  "Ist 
me  DO.  and  what  is  paat  shall  be  forgiven." 

"I  am  no  genlleman,"  eaid  Henry—"  1  am  H^ 
of  the  Wynd.  a  burgeas  of  Perth  ;  arid  I  have  dooi 
nolhing  to  need  forgiveneas," 

"  Tillain,  Ihou  haal  dona  Ihou  hnowest  not  what  t 
But  lei  me  go,  and  I  will  fill  thy  bonnat  with  goU 

"  I  ataall  Gil  thy  bonnet  wilh  a  cloven  head  im- 
aently,"  said  the  armoura'.  "  unleaa  thon  atand  alii 
as  a  true  prisoner." 

"What  is  ihe  matter,  my  son  Harry  T' said  SsM^ 
who  now  appeared  at  iha  window. — "  I  hear  1h[ 
voice  in  another  lone  than  I  expected.— What  ii  m 
Ibia  noiae  i  and  why  are  the  nrighboura  gnlhering  la 
the  affray!" 

lo  scale  your  windowL. .-, ,  _.  .  .„  _, 

Eo  prove  godfather  to  one  of  them,  wiiom  1  hold  MNt 
as  fast  as  ever  vice  held  iron." 

"  Hear  me,  Simon  Qlover,"  asal  l)»  nriuMri  "kt 
me  but  speak  one  word  with  yon  m  pi 
me  from  iba  gripe  of  Ihis  inn-Bi — ' ' 
clowiL  and  I  will  show  Ihec^  u 
aisned  lo  thee  or  thine ;  i  "* 
what  will  much  advantage 

"  *    '    aid  know  thai  vo._. 

came  to  the  door  vrith 

hand.  "  Son  Smith,  let  this  young 
me.  Thereisuo  danger  in  him,  Ipn 
but  an  instant  w' 


■DstMaiid  Kucn-pMit 
that  no  hum  wa«  ■» 
"I  ibsi 

fkitm, 
linlj 

„,_ . —   Sof 

a  am.  and  let  nooncHMr 
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tht  boose,  either  to  attack  or  defend.  ~I  will  be  an- 
swerable  that  this  galliard  meant  but  some  Saint  Va^ 
kotiDe'tjeet." 

So  nymg,  the  old  man  ptdled  in  die  prieoner,  and 
•hut  the  4por,  leaving  Henry  a  little  aurpriaed  at  the 
unexpeetea  lisit  in  wtuch  hie  fether-in«taw  had  view- 
ed the  afirar.  "A  jeetr  heaaid;  "itmight  have 
been  a  atrange  jeat  if  they  had  got  mto  the  maidto'a 
ilecping  room  f— And  they  would  have  done  ac^,  had 
it  not  Men  for  the  honeat  fiiendly  voice  from  betwixt 
die  bnttreaaea^  whick  if  it  were  not  that  of  the  bleaa- 
fld  Saint,  (thoiiii^  what  am  I  that  the  holy  peraon 
•bould  apeak  to  meT)  could  not  aound  in  that  place 
without  her  permiaaion  and  aaaent,  and  for  wmch  I 
will  promiae  her  a  wax  candle  at  her  ahiine,  aa  long 
u  my  whinger, — and  I  would  I  had  had  my  two- 
handed  broadsword  inatead,  both  for  the  sake  of  St. 
Johnston  and  of  the  rogues— for  of  a  certain,  those 
whingers  are  pretty  toys,  out  more  fit  for  a  boy's  hand 
than  a  man'  a.  On,  m  v  old  two-handed  Trojan,  hadst 
thou  been  in  my  handa,  as  thou  hang'st  presently  at 
die  tester  of  my  bed,  the  legs  of  theae  roguea  had  not 
canied  their  bodies  so  clean  off  the  field.— But  there 
oome  lighted  torches  and  drawn  swords.— So  ho— 
stand !— Are  you  for  Saint  Johnston  7— If  friends  to 
die  boonie  burgh,  you  are  well  come." 

"We  have  been  but  bootless  hunters,"  said  the 
townsmen.  "We  followed  by  the  tracka  of  the  blood 
into  the  Dominican  burial-ground  and  we  atarted 
two  fellowa  from  amongat  the  tomoa,  supporting  be- 
twixt them  a  third^  who  had  probably  got  some  of 
your  marka  about  mm,  Harry.  They  got  to  the  poa- 
tern  gate  before  we  could  overtake  them,  and  rang 
the  aanetuary  bell,— the  gate  opened,  and  in  went 
they.  So  they  are  aafo  in  girth  and  aanetuary,  and 
we  may  go  to  our  cold  beds  and  warm  ua." 

"Av,^'  aaid  one  of  the  party,  "the  good  Domini- 
cans have  always  some  devout  brother  of  their  con- 
vent sitting  up  to  offUk  the  gate  of  the  sanctuary  to 
toy  poor  soul  that  is  in  trouble,  and  desires  shelter 
in  the  church." 

"Yes,  if  the  poor  hunted  soul  can  pay  for  it,"  said 
another ;  "  but,  truly,  if  he  be  poor  in  puree  aa  well  aa 
in  q>irit,  he  may  stand  on  the  outside  till  the  hounds 
come  up  with  him." 

A  third,  who  had  been  poring  for  a  few  minutes 
mon  the  ground  by  advantajspe  of  his  torch,  now  look- 
ea  upwards  and  spoke.  lie  was  a  biisk.  forward, 
rather  corpulent  little  man,  called  Oliver  Proudfote, 
reasonably  wealthy,  and  a  leading  man  in  hia  craft, 
which  waa  that  of  bonnet-makera ;  he*  therefore, 
spoke  as  one  in  authority.— "  Canat  teU  us,  Jolly 
Smith,"— for  they  recognised  each  otherby  the  lights 
which  were  brought  into  the  streets,—"  what  manner 
of  iallows  they  were  who  raised  up  this  fray  within 
himhr 

"The  two  that  I  first  saw,"  answered  the  armourer, 
"seemed  to  me^  as  well  as  I  could  observe  them,  to 
have  Highland  plaids  about  them." 

"  Like  enougn— like  enough."  answered  another  ci- 
tixen,  shaking  his  head,  '^t's  a  shame  the  breaches 
in  our  walls  are  not  repaired,  and  that  these  land- 
Vmping  Highland  scoundrels  are  left  at  liberty  to  take 
honest  men  and  women  out  of  their  beds  any  night 
that  is  dark  enough." 

"  But  look  here,  neighbounL"  said  Oliver  Proodfiite, 
flhowing  a  bloody  hand  which  he  had  picked  up  from 
the  nound }  "  when  did  such  a  hand  as  this  tie  a 
Higmandman's  brogues')  It  is  la])<e,  indeed,  and 
bony,  but  as  fine  as  a  lady'a,  with  a  rmgthat  sparkles 
like  a  beaming  candle.  Simon  Olover  has  mads 
gloves  for  this  hand  before  now.  if  I  am  not  much 
mistaken,  for  he  works  for  all  the  courtiers."  The 
q>ectatora  hers  began  to  gaze  on  the  bloody  token 
with  various  comments. 

"  If  that  is  the  case,"  said  one, "  Harry  Smith  had 
best  show  a  clean  pair  of  heele  for  it^  since  the  Juati* 
dar  wQl  acaroe  think  ofprotecting  a  burgeas's  houae 
an  excuse  for  cutting  offagentleman'a  hand.  There 
be  hard  lawa  against  mutilation." 

"  Fie  upon  you,  that  you  will  say  so,  Michael  Wab- 
ster,"  answerad  the  bonnet-maker ;  "  are  we  not  rep- 
nsentatives  and  successors  of  the  stout  old  Romans, 
who  built  Perth  as  likefo  their  own  city  as  they  couldl 


And  have  we  not  charters  from  all  our  noble  kings  and 
progenitors  as  being  their  loving  liegemen  ?.  And 
would  you  nave  us  now  peld  up  our  rigbta,  privilegea, 
and  immunitiea,  our  outfeng  and  infang,  our  hand- 
habend,  oar  back-bearand,  and  our  blood*auit8,  and 
amerdamenta,  escheats, and  commodities, andsufier 
an  honeet  burgess's  house  to  be  assaulted  without 
seeking  for  remesi  No— brave  citizens,  craftsmen, 
and  burgesses,  the  Tay  shall  flow  back  to  Dunkeld 
before  we  submit  to  such  injustice !" 

"  And  how  can  we  help  it  ?"  said  a  grave  old  man, 
who  stood  leaning  on  a  two-handed  sword— "What 
would  you  have  us  do  1"  i 

"Marry,  Bailie  Craigdallie,  I  wonder  that  you,  of 
all  men,  ask  the  question.  I  would  have  you  pass 
like  true  men  from  this  very  place  to  the  Kmgrs  Qx^ce^s 
presence,  raise  him  from  nis  royal  rest,  and  present- 
ing to  him  the  piteous  case  of  our  being  called  forth 
from  our  beds  at  this  season,  with  little  better  cover- 
ing than  these  shirts,  I  would  show  him  this  bloody 
token,  and  know  from  his  Grace's  own  royal. liq>s, 
whether  it  is  just  and  honest  that  his  loving  lieges 
should  be  thus  treated  bv  the  knights  and  nobles  of 
his  deboshed  court  Ana  this  I  call  pushing  our  cause 
warmly." 

"Warmly,  sayst  thouT'  replied  the  old  burgess; 
"  why,  so  warmly,  that  we  shall  all  die  of  cold,  man. 
before  the  porter  turn  a  key  to  let  us  into  the  royal 
presence.— (Tome,  friends,  the  night  is  bitter— we  have 
kept  our  watch  and  ward  like  men,  and  our  jolly 
Smith  hath  f^en  a  warning  to  those  that  would 
wTongus,  which  shall  be  worth  twenty  proclamations 
of  Uie  Kii\g.  To-morrow  is  a  new  day ;  we  will  con- 
sult on  this  matter  on  this  self-same  spot,  and  consi- 
der what  meaaures  ahould  be  taken  for  discovery  and 
pursuit  of  the  villaina.  And  therefore  let  ua  diamias 
before  the  heart'a  blood  freeze  in  our  veina." 

"Bravo,  bravo,  neighbour  Craigdallie— St  John- 
ston for  ever!" 

Oliver  Proudfote  would  still  have  spoken ;  for  he 
was  one  of  those  pitilow  orators  who  think  that  their 
eloquence  can  overcome  all  inconveniences  in.  time, 
place,  and  circumstances.  But  no  one  would  listen ; 
and  the  citizens  dispersed  to  their  own  houses  by  the 
light  of  the  dawn,  which  began  now  to  streak  the  ho- 
nson. 

They  were  scarce  fl^ne  ere  the  door  of  the  Glover's 
house  opened,  and  seizing  the  Smith  by  the  hand,  the 
old  man  pulled  him  in. 

"Where is  the  prisoner?"  demanded  the  armourer. 

"  He  is  gone-^escaped- fled— what  do  I  know  of 
himi"  said  the  Glover.  "He  got  out  at  the  back 
door,  and  so  through  the  little  garden.— Think  not  of. 
him,  but  come  ana  eee  the  Valentine,  whose  honour 
and  life  you  have  saved  this  morning." 

"  Let  me  but  sheathe  my  weapon,"  teid  the  Smidi 
—"let  me  but  wash  my  hands." 

"There  is  not  an  instant  to  lose,  she  is  up  and  al- 
most dressea.— €k)me  on,  man.  She  shall  see  thee 
with  thy  good  weapon  in  thy  hand,  and  with  villain' a 
blood  on  thy  fingera,  that  she  may  know  what  is  the 
value  of  a  true  man'a  service,  she  has  atopped  my 
mouth  over  long  v?ith  her  pruderiea  and  her  acmples. 
I  will  have  her  know  what  a  brave  man's  love  is 
worth,  and  a  bold  burgess's  to  boot" 


CHAPTER  V. 

I7p  I  Itdy  Mr,  end  braid  thjr  bair. 

And  rooie  Uim  1b  the  l>rees7  >ir* 

Up  I  quit  thr  bower,  lai*  warn  the  hoor, 

hoag  bava  tbe  rooka  eaw'd  raoad  Uie  towar. 

Joanna  Bailliz. 

Stastlsd  from  her  rapose  by  the  noise  of  the  af- 
fray, the  Fair  Maid  of  Perth  had  listened  in  breath- 
less terror  to  the  sounds  of  violence  and  outcry 
wluch  arose  from  the  street.  She  had  sunk  on  her 
knees  to  pray  for  assistance,  and  when  she  distin- 
guished the  voices  of  neighboun  and  friends  collected 
for  her  protection,  she  remained  in  the  same  posture 
to  return  thanka.  She  was  atill  kneeling  when  her 
father  ^moat  thrust  her  champwn,  Henry  Smithi 
into  her  apartment;  tbe  basfafid  lover  hanging  back 
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iu  first,  U  if  afraid  to  give  oflence^  and,  on  obaerviug 
her  poBture.  from  reapect  to  her  devotion. 

"  Father,  aaid  the  armourer.  "  she  prays— 1  dare 
no  more  speak  to  her  than  to  a  oish^  when  he  aays 
mass." 

*'Now,  go  thy  wars,  for  a  rifl^t  valiant  and  ^u- 
lageous  blockhead,"  said  her  fathers  and  then 
a|)eaking  to  his  daughter,  he  added,— ^*  Heaven  is 
best  thanked,  my  dauahter,  by  gratitude  shown  to 
our  fellow-creatures.  Here  comes  the  instrument  by 
whom  pod  has  rescued  thea  from  death,  or  p^ haps 
from  dishonour  worse  than  death.  Receive  hun,  Ca- 
thaiine,  as  thy  true  Valentine,  and  hun  whom  I  de- 
sire to  see  my  affectionate  son." 

**Not  thus— father,"  replied  Catharine.  **I  can 
see— can  epeak  to  no  one  now.  I  am  not  ungrate- 
fiil—perhaps  I  am  too  thankful  to  die  inatxument  of 
our  safety ;  but  let  me  thank  the  guardian  Samt  who 
aent  me  this  timely  relief  and  give  me  but  a  moment 
to  don  my  kirtle." 

"Nay,  God-a-merqr,  wench,  it  were  haid  to  deny 
thee  time  to  busk  thy  body-clothes,  since  the  request 
is  the  only  words  like  a  woman  that  thon  hast  utter- 
ed for  these  ten  days.— Truljr,  son  Harry,  I  would  m¥ 
daughter  would  ,put  off  bong  entirely  a  BaiiU<  till 
the  time  comes  for  her  being  canonised  for  Saint  Ca- 
tharine the  Second." 

.  "  Nay,  jest  not,  father;  for  I  will  swear  she  has  at 
ktast  one  aincere  adorer  already,  who  hath  devoted 
himself  to  her  pleasure,  so  &r  as  sinful  man  mav. — 
Fare-thee-well  then,  for  the  moment,  fair  maiden,'^  he 
concluded,  raising  His  voice,  "and  heaven  send  thee 
dreams  as  peaceral  as  thy  waking  thoughts.  I  go  to 
watch  thy  alombers,  and  wo  with  him  that  ahaU  in- 
trude on  them !" 

"  Nay,  good  and  brave  Henry,  whose  wann  heart 
is  at  such  variance  with  thy  reckless  hand,  thrust 
thyself  into  no  &rther  quarrels  to-night ;  but  take  the 
kindest  thanks,  and  with  thes^  try  to  sssume  the 
peaceful  thoughts  which  you  assign  to  me.  To-mor- 
row we  will  meet,  that  I  may  assure  you  of  my  gra- 
dtude— ParewelL*' 

"  And  farewell,  lady  and  Hght  of  my  heart  I"  said 
the  armourer,  and  descending  the  stair  which  led  to 
Catharine's  apartment,  waa  about  to  sally  forth  in 


"What  iimora  be  ikBaiV  Said  the  old  Glovsr, 
laughing.  *  My  cellar  holds  none  such ;  but  if  m^ 
or  rneniah,  cr  wine  of  Gtascony  cam  ssrm  wky,  iay 
the  word,  and  the  flagan  foama— that  is  aiC" 

"  The  kindeH  thankee"  said  the  armoursr,  alBt  imi- 
ainft  "  that's  mors  than  sh^  ever  said  to  me  before  ' 
theMwUH  thanks-^what  may  not  that  MreCeb  tof 

"  It  ahall  stietch  like  kid's  leather,  man,"  afid  the 
Glover,  '*if  thou  wilt  but  be  mlsd.  and  say  what  thoo 
wilt  take  for  thy  moinkig'a  dmught" 

"  Whatever  thon  wilt,  iatber/'  answered  tbf  ar- 
mourer carelessly,  and  reiapaed  into  tha  analyais  of 
Catharine's  speech  to  him.  "  She  spoke  of  rajr  wara 
heart  I  but  aha  alao  apoke  of  my  rscklaae  hand.  What 


It  onngs  my  oaugnter  to  ner  senses,  Uairy,  ana 
teaches  her  what  thoa  art  worth.  By  St.  Maegri- 
der  !*  I  even  love  those  royaterers,  and  am  aorry  lor 
that  poor  lover  who  will  never  wear  Left-banded  chev- 
ron again.  Ay !  He  has  lost  that  which  he  will  miae 
all  the  days  of  his  life,  especially  when  be  goea  to  pull 
OB  his  gloves,— ay,  he  will  pay  but  half  a  fee  to  my 
craft  in  future.— ^  ay,  not  a  step  from  this  house  to- 
night," he  continued.  "Thou  dost  not  Isave  us,  I 
promise  thee,  my  son." 

"  I  do  not  mean  it.  But  I  will,  with  yonr  permissioki 
watch  in  the  street.    The  attack  may  be  renewed." 

"  And  if  it  be,"  said  Simon,  "  thou  wilt  have  better 
access  to  drive  them  back,  having  the  vantage  of  the 
house.  It  is  the  way  of  fighting  which  auits  ua 
burghers  best— that  of  resisting  nfom  behind  stone 
walls.  Our  duty  of  watch  add  ward  teaehea  ua 
that  trick ;  beaidea,  enough  are  awake  and  astir  to 
enaors  ua  peace  and  quiet  till  morning.  So  come  in 
this  wsy." 

So  saying,  he  drew  Henry,  nothing  loath,  into  the 
aame  apartment  where  they  bad  supped,  and  where 
the  old  woman,  who  waa  on  foot,  disturbed  as  others 
had  been  by  the  nocturnal  affray,  aoon  roused  np  the 
fire. 

"  And  now,  my  doughty  aon,"  said  the  Olover, 
" what  hqjior  wilt  thoiipledge thy  fathar in T' 

Heniy  Smith  had  aufiered  himaelf  to  sink  mechanic 
callv  upon  a  seat  of  old  black  oak,  and  now  gaxed 
on  the  fire,  that  flashed  back  a  ruddy  li|riit  over  bia 
manly  features.  He  muttered  to  hinisen  half  audi- 
bly--"  Good  Henry— frrove  Henry— Ah !  had  aha  but 
aaid,(2ear  Henry  r 

not  lltf  from  PwUi.  tim  sre—  m  ttit  anowty  of  thk  ol4  Oertto 
Miat  ftom  vtl«r  L»Um. 


earthly  thing  can  I  do  to  get  nd  of  thia  fightfog  fan- 
cy 1  Certainly  I  were  beat  atrike  niy  riffit  hand  oiff 
and  nail  it  to  the  door  of  a  church,  that  it  may  never 
do  me  diaeredit  more." 

"You  have  diopped  off  hands  enough  Ibr  one 
night,"  said  hia  fiiend,  aetting  a  flagon  of  wine  on 
the  table.  "  Why  dost  thou  vex  thyself,  man  1  Sba 
would  bve  thee  tmo&  as  well  did  she  not  see  how 
thou  doatest  upon  her.  But  it  becomea  aerious  now. 
I  am  not  to  have  the  riak  of  my  booth  being  broken, 
and  my  house  plundered,  by  theheH-rakingrollowers 
of  the  nobles,  Mcause  she  is  called  the  Kair  Maid 
of  Perth,  and  pleaae  ye.  No,  she  shall  know  I  am 
her  fiithervand  will  have  that  obedience  to  which  law 
and  gospel  give  me  right  I  wiU  have  her  thy  wifr. 
Henry,  my  heart  of  gold— thy  wife,  my  man  of  met  tie, 
and  that  oefiire  many  weeks  are  over.  Corner  come, 
hers  is  to  thy  meiryhiidal,  joliy  Smith." 

The  father  quafiM  a  laige  cUp,  and  filled  it  to  bis 
adopted  aon,  who  raised  it  slowly  to  hie  hfead;  then, 
ere  it  had  reached  bis  lip^  replaced  it  anddenly  on  the 
table  and  ahook  his  head. 

"  Nay,  if  thou  wilt  not  pledge  me  to  such  a  heahb, 
I  know  no  one  who  will,"  aaid  Shnon.  "What 
canat  then  mean,  thou  moUah  ladl  Here  has  a 
chance  happened,  which  in  a  manner  placee  her  in 
thy  power,  ainee  fivm  one  end  of  the  qty  to  the 
other,  all  would  cry  As  on  her  if  she  should  eay  thee 
nay.  Here  am  I  her  fkthen  not  only  oonaentmg  to 
the  cutting  out  of  the  match,  but  wjlliit^  tq  tee  you 
two  as  closely  united  mgether,  as  ev^r  needle  siiched 
boekskra.  And  with  all  thia  on  thy  sidab  fortunes 
father,  and  all,  thou  lookeat  like  a  (liatracteo  lover  is 
a  ballad,  more  like  to  pitch  thyself  into  the  Tay^  thaa 
to  woo  a  laaa  that  may  be  had  for  the  aaking,  if  yea 
can  but  choose  the  lucky  minute.' 

"Ay^  but  that  lucky  mhrate.  Hither!  I  qpcetion 
much  if  Catharine  ever  has  such  a  moment  to  glanes 
on  earth  and  its  inhsbitant^  as  might  lead  ner  to 
listen  to  a  ooaiae  ignorant  bonel  man  like  me.  I 
cannot  tell  how  it  is,  father ;  elaewhcve  I  can  hold  up 
my  head  Iftm  another  man,  but  with  your  aaintly 
daughter  I  loae  heart  and  courag^  and  I  cannot  help 
thmkinff  that  it  would  be  wellnigh  robbing  a  holy 
shriufli  n  I  could  suooeed  in  surprising  her  sflvctions. 
Her  thoughts  are  too  much  fitted  for  heaven  to  be 
wasted  on  such  a  one  as  I  am." 

"  E'eo  aa  you  like,  Henry,"  answersd  tb^  Glever. 
"  My  daughter  is  not  oourtmg  you  any  mora  than  I 
am— a  fair  ofier  is  no  cause  <n  lend ; — only  if  yoe 
thmk  that  I  will  klve  into  harfooliah  noiwns  of  aeoa- 
vent,  take  it  with  you  that  I  will  never  listen  to  them. 
I  love  and  honour  the  church,"  he  aaid,  croeainghnn- 
selL  "  I  psy  her  rights  didy  and  cheerftdly }  tithes 
and  alma,  wine  and  wax,  I  pay  them  aa  hxstly,  I  say, 
as  any  man  in  Perth  of  my  means  doth ;  but  I  camiot 
afford  Uie  church  my  oidy  and  single  ewe-Iamb  that 
I  have  in  the  world.  Her  mother  waa  dear  to  me  ett 
earth,  and  is  now  an  angel  in  heaven.  Catharine  ii 
all  I  have  to  remind  me  of  her  I  have  lost ;  and  if  ahe 
goea  to  the  cloiater,  it  ahall  be  when  these  old  eyea 
are  clossd  for  ever,  and  not  sooner.— But  ae  for  you, 
friend  Oow,  1  pray  you  will  act  according  to  four  own 
beat  liking.  I  wantto  fiiroa  no  wife  on  you,  I  premiss 
you." 

"  Nay,  now,  you  beat  the  iron  twice  over,"  said 
Henry.  "  It  is  thus  we  slwaya  end.  Csther,  by  your 
being  testy  with  me  for  not  com^  that  thing  in  the 
Worm  which  wouidmake  me  faaMMeat,  were  I  to  hats 
It  in  my  power.    Why,  lather,!  would  the' 
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dirk  I  ever  forged  were  eticking  in  my  heart  at  this 
moment,  if  there  is  one  single  particle  in  it  that-is  not 
more  your  daughter's  property  than  mv  own.  But 
what  can  I  do  1  I  cannot  think  less  of  ner,  or  mote 
of  myself  than  we  both  deserve;  and  what  seems  to 
you  BO  easy  and  certain,  is  to  me  as  difficult  as  it 
wottU  be  to  work  a  steel  hauberk  out  of  hards  of 
flux.— But  here  is  to  you,  father,"  he  added,  in  a  more 
eheerfol  tone ;  "  and  here  is  to  my  feir  Saint  and  Va- 
lentine^ as  I  hope  your  Catharine  will  be  mine  for  the 
season.  And  let  me  not  keep  your  old  head  longer 
fiom  the  pillow,  but  make  interest  with  your  feather- 
bed tiU  day-break ;  and  then  you  must  be  my  guide  to 
your  daujih tar's  chamber-door,  and  my  apology  for 
entering  it,  to  bid  her  good-morrow,  for  the  brightest 
that  the  sun  will  awaken  in  the  city  or  for  miles 
round  it!" 

*No  bad  advice,  Ay  son,"  said  the  honest  Glover. 
**  But  you,  what  will  you  do  7  will  you  lie  down  be- 
side me,  or  take  a  part  of  Conachar's  bed  T* 

"  Neither,"  answered  Harry  Gow ;  '*  I  should  but 
prevent  your  rest ;  and  for  me  this  easy-chair  is  worth 
I  down  bed,  and  I  will  sleep  like  a  sentinel,  with  my 
graith  about  me." 

As  he  spoke,  he  laid  his  hand  on  his  sword. 

"  Nay^  Ueaven  send  us  no  more  need  of  weapons.— 
Good-niuit,  or  rather,  good-morrow,  till  day-peep— 
and  the  nrst  who  wakes  calls  up  the  other. "^ 

Thus  parted  the  two  burghers.  The  Glover  rethred 
to  liis  bed,  and,  it  is  to  be  supposed,  to  rest.  The 
lover  was  not  so  fortunate.  His  bodOy  frame  easily 
bore  the  fttigne  which  he  had  encountered  in  the 
oouise  of  the  night,  but  his  mind  was  of  a  different 
and  more  delicate  mould.  In  one  point  of  view  he 
was  but  the  stout  ^burgher  of  his  periodi  proud  alike 
of  his  art  m  making  weapons,  and  wielding  them 
when  made:  his  professional  jealousy,  personal 
strength,  ana  skill  ui  the  use  of  arms,  brought  him 
into  many  quarrels,  which  had  made  hira  generally 
feared,  and  in  some  instances  disliked,  fiut  with 
these  aualities  were  united  the  simple  good-nature  of 
a  childy  and  at  the  same  time  an  imaginative  and 
enthusiastic  temper,  which  seemed  little  to  corres- 
pond with  his  labours  at  the  forge,  or  his  combats  in 
the  field.  Perhaps  a  little  of  the  narebrained  and  ar- 
dent feeling  which  he  had  picked  out  of  old  ballads, 
or  from  the  metrical  romances  which  were  his  sole 
aonroe  of  information  or  knowledge,  may  have  been 
the  means  of  pricking  him  on  to  some  ofois  achieve- 
ments, which  had  otten  a  rude  strain  of  chivalry  in 
them;  at  least  it  was  certain  that  his  love  to  the  fair 
Catharine  liad  in  it  a  delicacy  such  as  might  have 
become  the  squire  of  low  degree,  who  was  honoured, 
if  song  speaks  truth,  vrith  the  smiles  of  the  King  of 
Hongvy^s  daughter.  His  sentiments  towards  her 
were  certainly  as  exalted  as  if  they  had  been  fixed 
upon  an  actiial  angel,  which  made  old  Simon,  and 
others  who  watched  his  coi^dnct,  think  that  his  paa- 
non  was  too  high  and  devotbnal  to  be  successful 
with  maiden  of  mortal  mould.  They  were  mistaken, 
bowever.  Catharine,  coy  and  reserved  as  she  'waSi 
bad  a  heart  which  could  uxH  and  understand  (he  na- 
tore  and  depth  of  the  armourer's  passion ;  and  whe- 
ther she  was  able  to  repay  it  or  not,  she  had  as  much 
gcret  piide  m  the  attacnment  of  the  redoubted  Henry 
yow,  as  a  lady  of  romance  may  be  supoosed  to  have 
m  the  company  of  a  tame  lion,  tvho  follows  to  pro- 
™  for  and  defend  her.  It  was  with  sentiments  of 
the  most  sincere  gratitude  that  she  recollected,  as  she 
awoke  at  dawn,  the  services  of  Henry  duimg  the 
oooree  of  the  eventful  night,  and  the  first  thought 
which  she  dwelt  upon,  was  the  means  of  making 
oim  understand  her  feelings. 

Arising  hastfly  from  bed,  and  half  bhishing  at  her 
own  puijwse— "  I  have  been  cold  to  hira.  and  per- 
jnps -unjust;  I  vrill  not  be  unjipnteful,"  she  said  to 
beraelf  "  thougrh  I  cannot  yield  to  his  suit :  I  will  not 
wait  tiU  my  father  compels  me  to  receive  nim  as  my 
*^ntine  for  the  year;  I  will  seek  him  out,  and 
caooae  him  myself.  I  have  thought  other  girla  bold, 
when  they  did  something  Ukei  this ;  but  I  shall  thus 
pttt  please  my  fother^  and  but  discharge  the  rites  due 
toMod  Saint  Valentine  by  showing  my  gratit«de  to 
noi  brave  man." 


Hastily  slipping  on  her  dress,  whichj  nevertheless, 
was  left  a  good  deal  more  dtsordered  than  usual,  she 
tripped  down  stairs  and  opened  the  door  of  the  cham- 
ber, in  which,  as  she  had  guessed,  her  lover  had 
passed  the  hours  after  the  truy.  Catharine  paused  at 
the  door,  and  became  half  afraid  of  executing  her  pur- 
pose^ which  not  only  permitted  but  eiuoined  the  Va- 
lentines of  the  year  to  begm  their  connexion  with  a 
kiss  of  afiection.  It  was  looked  upon  as  a  peculiarly 
propitious  omen,  if  the  one  piuty  could  find  the  other 
asleep,  and  awaiken  him  or  her  by  performance  of 
this  interesting  deremony. 

Never  was  a  fairer  opportonity  offered  for  com- 
mencing this  mystic  tie,  than  that  which  now  pre- 
sented Itself  to  Catharine.  After  many  and  various 
thoughts,  sleep  had  at  length  overcome  the  stout  ar- 
mourer in  the  chair  in  which  he  had  deposited  him- 
self. His  fisaturec^  in  repose^  had  a  more  firm  and 
manly  cast  than  Catharine  had  thought,  who,  haviiig 
generally  seen  them  fluetnating  between  shamefooeo- 
ness  and  apprehension  of  her  disoleasure,  had  been 
used  to  connect  with  them  some  idea  of  imbedtity. 

"  He  looks  very  stem."  she  said ;  "  if  he  should  be 
angry— and  then  when  he  awakes— we  are  alone— if 
I  should  call  Dorothy— if  I  should  wake  my  fiather— 
but  no !  it  is  a  thing  of  custom,  and  done  in  all  maid- 
enly and  sisterly  love  and  honour.  I  will  not  suppose 
that  Henry  can  misconstrue  it,  and  I  will  not  let  a 
childish  bashfulness  put  my  gratitude  to  sleep." 

So  saying,  she  tripped  alon^  the  floor  of  the  apart- 
ment with  a  light,  though  hesitating  step,  and  a  cneek 
crimsoned  at  ner  own  pmpose:  nnd  gliding  to  the 
chair  of  the  sleeper:  dropped  a  kiss  upon  hu  lips  as 
light  as  if  a  rose-feat  had  ndlen  on  them.  The  slum- 
hen  must  have  been  slight  which  such  a  touch  could 
dispel,  and  the  dreams  of  the  sleepermnst  needs  have 
been  connected  with  the  cause  of  the  interruption, 
since  Henry,  instantly  starting  up,  cauj^t  the  maiden 
in  his  arms,  and  attempted  to  return  m  eestaey  the 
salute  which  had  broken  his  repose.  But  Catharine 
struggled  in  his  embrace ;  and  as  her  efforts  implied 
alarmed  modesty,  rather  than  maulenly  ooynees,  her 
bashful  lover  sunfered  her  to  escape  a  grasp,  from 
which  twenty  times  her  strength  could  not  haye  ex- 
tricated her. 

'*  Nay^  be  not  angry,  good  Henry."  sakl  Catharine, 
in  the  ktndest  tone,  to  fier  soipnsed  lover.  "I  have 
paid  my  vows  to  Saint  Valentine,  to  show  how  I 
value  the  mate  which  he  has  sent  me  for  the  year. 
Let  but  my  fother  be  present,  and  I  will  not  dare  to  ^ 
refuse  thee  the  revenge  you  may  claim  for  a  broken 
sleeo  " 

"liet  not  that  be  a  hinderance,"  said  the  old  Glo- 
ver, rushing  in  ecstacy  into  the  room—"  to  her,  Smith 
—to  her— strike  while  the  iron  is  hot,  and  teach  her 
what  it  is  not  to  let  sleeping  dogs  lie  still." 

Thus  encouraged,  Henry^  thpush  perhaps  with  less 
alarming  vivacity,  again  seized  the  blushmg  makien 
in  his  arms^  who  submitted  with  a  tolerable  grace  to 
receive  repayment  of  her  ealut&  a  dozen  times  repeat- 
ed, and  widi  an  energy  very  dinerant  fh>m  that  which 
had  provoked  such  severe  retaliatbn.  At  length, 
she  again  extricated  herself  from  her  lover's  arms, 
and,  as  if  friffhtened  and  repenting  what  she  had  done, 
threw  herseUT  into  a  seat,  and  covered  her  face  with 
her  hands. 

"Cheer  up,  thou  silly  gizl,"  said  her  father,  '*  and  be 
not  ashamed  that  thou  hast  made  the  two  happiest 
men  in  Perth,  since  thy  old  father  is  one  of  them. 
Never  was  kiss  so  well  oestowed,  and  meet  it  is  that 
it  should  be  suitably  returned.  Look  up,  my  darling  I 
look  up,  and  let  me  see  thee  give  but  one  smile.  By 
my  honest  woid^  the  sun  that  now  risj^  over  our  fair 
dty  shows  no  sight  that  can  give  me  greater  plea- 
sure.—What,"  he  contiBned,  in  a  jocose  tone,  "  thou 
thoua^tst  thou  hadst  Jamie  Keddie^s^  ting,  and 
couldst  walk  invisible  1  but  not  so,  jny  fairy  of  the 
dawning.  Just  as  1  was  about  to  riin  I  heard  thy 
chamber  door  open,  and  watched  thee  down  stairs— , 
not  to  protect  thee  against  this  sleepy-headed  Henry; 
but  to  see  with  my  own  delighted  effes,  my  befoved 

•  There  ia  a  tnditioD  that  one  Keddio,  a  taUor,  foaid  in  aa- 
dent  daja  a  rinff,  pooeninf  the  pruiieHieB  of  that  of  Oygie,  in 
a  cavem  of  the  loa— ntlehfli  of  giMonl.  nesr  Perth. 
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girl  do  that  which  her  father  moet  wished. — Come, 
pat  down  these  foolish  hand&  and  though  thou 
blaahest  a  httle,  it  will  only  the  better  grace  St  Va- 
lentine's mom,  when  blushes  best  become  a  maiden's 
cheek." 

As  Simon  Glover  spokOf  he  pulled  away,  with  sen- 
tie  violence,  the  hands  which  hid  his  daughter's  face. 
She  blushed  deeply  indeed,  but  there  was  more  than 
maiden's  shame  in  her  faiBe,  and  her  eyes  were  fast 
filline  with  tears. 

"What!  weeping,  love?"  continued  her  father,— 
"nay,  nay,  this  is  more  than  need— Henry,  help  me 
to  comfort  this  little  fool." 

Catharine  made  an  effort  to  collect  herself  and  to 
smile,  but  the  smile  was  of  a  melancholy  and  serious 
cast. 

"  I  only  meant  to  say,  fiither,"  said  the  Fair'Maid 
•f  Perth,  with  continued  exertion,  "that  in  choosing 
Henry  Gow  for  my  Valentine,  and  rendering  to  him 
the  rights  and  greeting  of  the  morning,  according  to 
wonted  custom,  I  meant  but  to  show  my  gratitude 
to  him  for  his  manly  and  faithful  service^  and  my 
obedience  to  you. — But  do  not  lead  him  to  thmk — and, 
oh,  dearest  father,  do  not  yourself  entertain  an  idea, 
that  I  meant  more  than  what  the  promise  to  be  his 
fiuthful  and  affectionate  Valentine  through  the  year 
raottires  of  me." 

Ay— ay— ay—a^— we  understand  it  all,"  said  Si- 
moiL  in  tne  soothing  tone  which  nurses  apply  to 
dhildren— "We  understand  what  the  meaning  is; 
enough  for  once ;  enout^  for  once.  Thou  shalt  not 
be  frightened  or  hurriea.— Loving,  true,  and  faithfiil 
Valentines  are  ye,  and  the  rest  as  Heaven  and  oppor- 
tunity shall  permit.  Come,  prithee,  have  done— wring 
not  thy  tiny  hands,  nor  fear  farther  persecution  now. 
lliou  nast  done  bravely,  exceilentlv— And  now,  away 
to  Dorothy,  and  call  up  the  old  slugi^rd ;  we  must 
have  a  substantial  breakfast,  after  a  night  of  confu- 
sbn  and  a  morning  of  joy ;  and  thy  nand  will  be 
needed  to  prepare  for  us  some  of  those  delicate  cakes, 
which  no  one  can  make  but  thyself;  and  well  hast 
thou  a  right  to  the  secret,  seeing  who  taught  it  thee. 
—Ah !  health  to  the  soul  of  thy  dearest  mother,"  he 
added  with  a  sigh :  "  how  blithe  would  she  have  been 
to  see  this  happy  St.  Valentine's  morning  I" 

Catharine  took  the  opportunity  of  escape  which  was 
thus  given  her,  and  ghded  from  the  room.  To  Hen- 
ry it  seemed  as  if  the  sun  had  disappeared  from  the 
heaven  at  mid-day,  and  left  the  world  in  nidden  ob- 
scurity. Even  the  high-swelled  hopes  with  which 
the  late  incident  had  filled  him,  began  to  quail,  as  he 
reflected  upon  her  altered  demeanoui^the  tears  in 
her  eves— the  obvious  fear  which  occupied  her  features 
— ana  the  pains  she  had  taken  to  show,  as  plainly  as 
delicacy  would  permit,  that  the  advances  which  she 
had  made  to  him  were  limited  to  the  character  with 
which  the  rites  of  the  day  had  invested  him.  Her  fa- 
ther looked  on  his  fallen  countenance  with  something 
like  surprise  and  displeasure. 

"In  the  name  of  good  St  John,  what  has  befallen 
you,  that  makes  you  look  as  grave  as  an  owl,  when 
a  lad  of  your  spirit,  having  really  such  a  fancy  for 
this  poor  girl  as  you  pretend,  ought  to  be  as  lively  as 
a  lark  r* 

"  Alas,  father  I"  replied  the  crest-fsJlen  lover, "  there 
ia  that  written  on  her  brow,  which  says  she  loves  me 
well  enough  to  be  my  Valentine,  especially  since  you 
wish  it— but  not  wdl  enough  to  be  my  wife." 

"  Now,  a  plague  on  thee  for  a  coldl  down-hearted 
goose-cap."  answered  the  father.  I  can  read  a 
woman's  brow  as  well, and  better  than  thou:  and  I 
can  see  no  such  matter  on  her.  What,  the  foul  fiend, 
man !  there  thou  wast  layinK  like  a  lord  in  thy  elbow- 
chair,  as  sound  asleep  as  a  judge,  when,  hadst  tnoubeen 
a  lover  of  any  spirit,  thou  wouidst  have  been  watch- 
ing the  east  ror  the  first  ray  of  the  sun.  But  there 
ikou  layest  snorins  I  warrant,  thinking  nought  about 
her.  or  any  thing  else:  and  the  poor  girl  rises  at  peep 
of  day,  lest  any  one  else  should  pick  up  her  most  pre- 
cious and  viguant  Valentine,  and  wakes  thee  with  a 
grace,  which— so  help  me  St.  Macgrider !— would 
have  put  life  in  an  anvil;  and  thou  wakest  to  hone, 
and  pine,  and  moan,  as  if  she  had  drawn  a  hot  iron 
across  thy  hps!   I  would  to  St  John  she  had  sent 


old  Dorothy  on  the  errand,  and  bound  thee  for  diy 
Valentine  service  to  that  bundle  of  dry  bonM,  with 
never  a  tooth  in  her  head.  She  were  fittest  valen- 
tine in  Perth  for  so  craven  a  wooer." 

"As  to  craven,  father,"  answered  the  Smith, 
"  there  are  twenty  good  cocks  whose  combs  I  have 

f  lucked,  can  tell  thee  if  I  am  craven  or  no.  And 
leaven  knows,  that  I  wouki  give  my  good  land, 
held  by  burgess  tenure,  with  smithy,  bellows,  tonn, 
anvil,  and  all,  providing^t  would  makeyour  viewof  the 
matter  the  true  one.  But  it  is  not  of  her  ooyiMss,  or 
her  blushes,  that  I  speak :  it  is  of  the  paleness  wmch 
soon  followed  the  red,  and  chased  it  from  her  cheeks; 
and  it  is  of  the  tears  which  succeeded.  It  was  like 
the  April  showers  stealing  upon,  and  obscurinjK  the 
fairest  dawning  that  ever  beamed  over  the  Tay. 

"  Tutti  taitti,^'  replied  the  Glover ;  "  neither  Rome 
nor  Perth  were  built  in  a  day.  Thou  hast  liahed  nl- 
mon  a  thousand  times,  and  mightst  have  taken  a 
lesson.    WhpJi  the  fish  has  taken  the  fly,  to  pull  a 

■    Tetoi 


hard  strain  on  the  line  would  snap  the  tackl 
were  it  made  of  wire.  Ease  your  hand,  man.  and  let 
him  rise ;  take  leisure,  and  in  half-an-hour  tnoa  lay- 
est him  on  the  bank.— There  is  a  besinning,  as  fair  as 
you  could  wish,  unless  you  expect  tne  poor  wench  to 
come  to  thy  bedside,  as  she  did  to  thy  chair;  and 
that  is  not  the  fashion  of  modest  maidens.  Hot  ob- 
serve me ;  after  we  have  had  our  breakfast,  I  w3l 
take  care  thou  hast  an  opportunity  to  speak  thy  mind; 
only  beware  thou  be  neither  too  oackward,  nor  press 
her  to  hard.  Give  her  line  enough ;  but  do  not  slack 
too  fast,  and  my  life  for  yours  upon  the  issue.** 

"  Do  what  I  can,  father,"  answered  Henry,  **  jfoo 
will  always  lay  the  blame  on  me;  either  that  I  ghns 
too  much  iiead,  or  that  I  strain  the  tackle.  I  wodd 
ffive  the  best  habergeon  I  ever  wrought,  that  the  dif- 
nculty  in  truth  rested  with  me;  for  there  wen  then 
the  better  chance  of  its  being  removed.  I  own,  how- 
ever, I  am  but  an  ass  in  the  trick  of  bringing  about 
such  discourse  as  is  to  the  purpose  for  the  occasioo." 

"  Come  into  the  booth  with  me,  my  son,  and  I  wiD 
furnish  thee  with  a  fitting  theme.  Tnou  knowest  the 
maiden  who  ventures  to  kiss  a  sleeping  man,  wins  of 
him  a  pair  of  gloves.  Come  to  my  Dooth ;  tnoa  shalt 
have  a  pair  ofdelicate  kid-skin,  that  will  exactly  sot 
her  hand  and  arm.— I  was  thinking  of  her  poor  mo- 
ther when  I  shaped  them,"  added  honest  Simon,  with 
a  sigh ;  "  and  except  Catharine,  I  know  not  the  woman 
in  Scotland  whom  they  would  fit,  though  I  have  mea- 
sured most  of  the  high  beauties  of  the  court  Cums 
with  me,  I  say.  and  thou  shalt  be  provided  with  a 
theme  to  wag  thy  tongue  upon,  providing  thon  hast 
courage  and  caution  to  stand  by  thee  in  thy  wooing.** 


CHAPTER  VI. 
Never  to  nan  diell  Catherine  give  bcr  tiasd. 


Trk  breakfost  was  served,  and  the  thin  soft  cake^ 
made  of  flour  and  honey  according  to  the  &mily  rs> 
ceipt  were  not  only  commended  with  all  the  partiali- 
ty of  a  fother  and  a  lover,  but  done  liberal  justioe  to 
in  the  mode  which  is  best  proof  of  cake  as  wefl  as 
pudding.  They  talked,  jested,  and  laughed.  Catha- 
rine, too,  had  recovered  her  equanimity  where  the 
dames  and  damsels  of  the  penod  were  apt  to  km 
theirs— in  the  kitchen,  namely^  and  in  the  superin- 
tendence of  household  affairs,  m  which  she  was  sn 
adept  I  question  much,  if  the  perusal  of  Seneca  for 
as  long  a  period  would  have  had  equal  effect  in  c 
posing  her  mind. 

OlaDorothy  sat  down  at  the  board-end,  as 
the  homespun  fa^k>n  of  the  period ;  and  so  moch 
were  the  two  men  amused  with  their  own  conversa- 
tion,—and  Catharine  occupied  either  in  attending  to 
them,  or  with  her  own  reflectiona,— that  the  old  wo 
man  was  the  first  who  observed  the  aboence  of  the 
boy  Conachar. 

"  It  is  true,"  said  the  Master  Glover ;  "  go  call  bin, 
the  idle  Hisiiland  loon.  He  was  not  seen  last  nkA^ 
during  the  fray  neither,  at  least  I  saw  him  not  Did 
any  of  you  observe  him  7" 

The  reply  was  negative ;  and  Henry's  obmislian 
followed,— 
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''There  are  times  when  Highlanders  can  couch 
like  their  own  deer, — ay,  and  nin  from  danger  too  as 
Cut  I  have  aeexi  them  do  so  myself^  for  the  matter 
of  that." 

"  —  And  there  are  times,"  replied  Simon«  '*  when 
Eing  Arthur  and  his  Round  Table  could  not  make 
ytand  against  them.  I  wish^  Henry,  yon  would 
speak  more  reverently  of  the  Hi^ghlanders.  They  arc 
oiften  in  Perth,  both  alone  and  m  numbers ;  ana  you 
ought  to  keep  peace  with  them,  so  long  as  they  will 
i&eep  peace  with  yon." 

An  answer  of  defiance  rose  to  Henr>''s  lips,  but  he 
prudently  suppressed  it. 

"Why,  thou  knowest,  father,"  he  said,  smiling, 
"  that  we  handicrafts  best  love  the  folks  we  live  by ; 
now,  my  craft  provides  for  valiant  and  noble  knights, 
senile  squires  and  po^^es,  stout  men-at-arms,  and 
others  that  wear  the  weapons  which  we  make.  It  is 
ntioral  I  should  like  the  Ruthvens,  the  Lindsays,  tho 
0^v>*s,  the  Oliphants,  and  so  many  others  oi  our 
brave  and  noble  neighbours,  who  are  sheathed  in 
steel  of  my  making,  like  so  many  Paladins,  better 
than  those  naked,  snatching  mountaineers,  who  are 
ever  doing  us  wrong,  especially  since  no  five  of  each 
din  have  a  rusty  snirt  of  mail  as  old  as  their  brcU- 
taek:*  and  that  is  but  the  work  of  the  clumsy  clan- 
amtn  after  all,  who  is  no  member  of  our  honourable 
mystery,  hut  simply  works  at  the  anvil,  where  his 
bdser  wrought  before  him.  I  say,  such  people  can 
have  no  favour  in  the  eyes  of  an  honest  crufts- 
Bian. 

"  Well,  well,"  answered  Simon ;  "  I  prithee  let  the 
matter  rest  even  now,  for  here  comes  the  loitering 
boy;  and  though  it  is  a  holyday  morn,  I  want  no 
aoce  bloody  puddings." 

The  youtn  entered  accordingly.  His  face  was  pale, 
\m  eyes  red ;  and  there  was  an  air  of  discomposure 
about  his  whole  person.  He  sat  down  at  the  lower 
nd  of  the  table,  opposite  to  Dorothy,  and  crossed 
bifliffelfl  as  if  prepanng  for  his  morning's  meal.  As 
EC  did  not  help  himself  to  any  food.  Catharine  offer- 
ed him  a  platter  containing  some  or  the  cakes  which 
had  met  with  Puch  general  approbation.  At  first  he 
Rjected  her  offered  kindness  rather  sullenly  :  but  on 
her  repealing  the  offer  with  a  smile  of  good- will,  he 
took  a  cake  in  his  hand,  broke  it,  and  was  about  to 
cat  a  morsel,  Mrhen  the  effort  to  swallow  seemed  al- 
iDoet  too  much  for  him ;  and  though  he  succeeded, 
be  did  not  repeat  it. 

**  You  have  a  bad  appetite  for  Saint  Valentine's 
morning,  Conachar^"  said  his  good-humoured  mas- 
tflr;  **  and  yet  I  think  you  must  have  slept  soundly 
the  night  be&re|  since  1  conclude  vou  were  not  dis- 
nirbed'by  the  noise  of  the  scuffle.  >Vhy,  I  thought  a 
livdy  Glune-omie  would  have  been  at  his  master's 
fie,  dirk  in  hand,  at  the  first  sound  of  danger  which 
uose  within  a  mile  of  us." 

"*  I  heard  but  an  indistinct  noise,"  said  the  youth, 
iiis  face  idowing  suddenly  like  a  heated  coal,  "  which 
I  took  for  the  shout  of  some  merry  revellers ;  and 
roQ  are  wont  to  bid  me  never  open  door  or  window, 
or  alarm  the  house,  on  the  score  of  such  folly." 

"Well,  well,"  said  Simon;  "I  thought  a  High- 
lander would  have  knowii  better  the  nifrorcnce  be- 
twixt the  clash  of  swords  and  the  twanging  on 
harps,  the  wild  war-cry  and  the  merry  hunts  up. 
Bat  let  il  pass,  boy ;  I  am  glad  thou  art  losing  thy 
loarreisome  fashions.  Eat  thy  breakfast,  any  way, 
at  I  h;ive  that  to  employ  thee,  which  requires  haste." 

"I  have  breakfastou  already,  and  am  in  haste 
myself.  I  am  for  the  hills.— Have  you  any  message 
TO  BIT  father  T' 

''^one,"  replied  the  Glover,  in  some  surprise; 
'^bot  art  thou  beside  thyself,  boy?  or  what  a  ven- 
Xnnce  takes  thee  from  the  city,  like  the  wing  of  the 
whiriwind  r 

"  .My  warning  has  been  sudden,"  said  Conachar, 
>peakm^  with  oifiiculiy;  but  whether  arising  from 
the  hesitation  incidental  to  the  use  of  a  foreign  lan- 
SuajQe,  or  whether  from  some  other  cause,  could  not 
<^7  be  distinguished.  "  There  is  to  be  a  meeting 
~t  great  huntmg"- Here  he  stopped. 

**  And  wiien  are  you  to  return  from  this  blessed 


hunting  7"  said  his  master ;  "  that  is,  if  I  may  make 
so  bold  as  to  ask." 

"  I  cannot  exactly  answer,"  replied  the  imprentice. 
"  Perhaps  never— if  such  bo  my  father's  pleasure," 
continued  Conachar,  with  assumed  indifference. 

*'  1  thought,"  said  Simon  Glover,  rather  seriously, 
**  that  all  this  was  to  be  laid  aside,  when  at  earnest 
intercession  I  took  you  under  my  roof.  I  t  lought 
that  when  I  undertook,  being  very  loath  to  do  so,  to 
teach  you  an  honest  trade,  we  were  to  hear  no  more 
of  hunting,  or  hosting,  or  clan-gatherings,  or  any 
matters  of^the  kind?" 

"  I  was  not  consulted  when  I  was  sent  hither," 
said  the  lad.  haughtily.  **  I  cannot  tell  what  the 
terms  were.' 

"  But  I  can  tell  you.  Sir  Conachar,"  said  the 
Glover,  angrily,  "  that  there  is  no  fashion  of  honesty 
in  binding  yourself  to  an  honest  craftsman,  and 
spoiling  more  hides  than  your  own  is  worth ;  and 
now,  when  you  are  of  age  to  be  of  some  service,  in 
taking  up  the  disposal  of  your  time  at  your  pleasure, 
as  if  it  were  your  own  property,  not  your  master's." 

"  Reckon  with  my  father  about  that,"  answered 
Conachar ;  "  he  will  pay  you  gallantly— a  French 
mutton*  for  every  hide  I  nave  spoiled,  and  a  fat  cow 
or  bullock  for  each  day  I  have  been  absent." 

'*  Close  with  him,  fncnd  Glover — close  with  him," 
said  the  armourer  dryly.  "  Thou  wilt  be  paid  gal- 
lantly at  least,  if  not  honestly.  Methmks  I  would 
like  to  know  how  many  purses  have  been  emptied  to 
fill  the  gont-skin  sporrant  that  is  to  be  so  free  to  you 
of  its  gold,  and  whose  pastures  the  bullocks  have 
been  calved  in,  that  are  to  be  sent  down  to  you  from 
the  Grampian  passes." 

*'  You  remind  me,  friend,"  said  the  Highland  youth, 
turning  haughtily  tnwartis  the  Smith,  that  I  have 
also  a  reckoning  to  hold  with  you." 

"Keep  at  arm  s-length,  then,"  said  Henry,  extend- 
ing his  brawny  arm,— "I  will  have  no  more  close 
hugs— no  more  bod  km  work,  like  last  night  I  care 
little  for  a  wasp's  sting,  yet  I  will  not  allow  the  in- 
sect to  come  near  me  if  I  have  warning." 

Conachar  smiled  contemptuously.  I  meant  thee 
no  harm,"  he  said.  "  My  father  s  son  did  thee  but  too 
much  honour  to  spill  such  churl's  blood.  I  will  pay 
you  for  it  by  the  drop,  that  it  may  bi?  dried  up,  and 
no  longer  soil  my  fingers." 

"  Peace,  thou  Hraggmg  ape !"  said  the  Smith ;  "  tho 
blood  of  a  true  man  cannot  be  valued  in  gold.  The 
only  expiation  would  be  that  thou  shoulast  come  a 
mile  into  the  Low  Country  with  two  of  the  strongest 
gallo-glassos  of  thy  clan;  and  while  I  dealt  with 
them,  I  would  leave  tlicc  to  the  correction  of  my  ap- 
prenfire,  little  Jankin." 

Here  Catharine  interiwscd.  "Peace,"  she  said,  **  my 
trusty  Valentino,  whom  I  have  a  right  to  command ; 
and  peace  you,  Conachar.  who  ought  to  obey  me  as 
your  master's  daughter.  It  is  ill  done  to  awaken  again 
on  the  morrow  the  evil  which  has  been  laid  to  sle^ 
at  nieht." 

"Farewell,  then,  master,"  said  Conachar,  after 
another  look  of  scorn  at  the  Smith,  which  he  only  an- 
swered with  a  laugh.  "Farewell !  and  I  thank  you 
for  your  kindness,  which  has  been  more  than  I  de- 
served. If  I  have  at  tiiiies  seemed  less  than  thank- 
ful, it  was  the  fault  of  circumstances,  and  not  of  my 

will.    Catharine" He  cnst  upon  the  maiden 

a  look  of  strong  emotion,  in  which  various  feelings 
were  blended.  He  hesitated,  as  if  to  say  somethinHL 
and  at  lensth  turned  away  with  the  smzle  word 
farardl.  Five  minutes  afterwards,  with  Highland 
nuskins  on  his  feet,  and  a  small  bundle  in  his  hand, 
he  passed  through  the  north  gate  of  Perth,  and  di- 
rected his  course  to  the  Highlands. 

"  There  goes  enough  of  beggary  and  of  pride  for  a 
whole  Highland  clan,"  said  Henrv.  "He  talks  as 
familiarly  of  gold  pieces  as  I  would  of  silver  peri- 
nies ;  and  yet  i  will  be  sworn  that  the  thumb  or  his 

"  Mnvton,  a  Fronch  rold  coin,  lo  callod  from  ita  beiof  im* 
proMPd  with  the  imafe  of  a  lamb. 

t  The  Hif hland  pouch,  irencrally  formed  of  foat-skin,  and 
worn  in  fVont  i>f  the  farb,  in  called  in  Gaalio  a  Sporran.  A  tftr- 
ran-mouUaeh  it  a  thaf  nr  pouch,  formed,  aa  thef  aauallr  are,  of 
ffoat-flkin,  or  some  aucn  material,  witli  the  roufh  iidt  oalai^ 
mocL 
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motiKt'a  wonted  glore  might  hold  the  treemre  of 
the  whole  clan.'* 

.  "Like  enough,"  nid  the  Glover,  Isug^iing  at  the 
idea;  '*hia  mother  was  a  laige-boned  woman,  espe- 
cially in  the  fingers  and  wrist." 

"And  as  for  cattle^"  continued  Henry,  "I  reckon 
his  father  and  brothers  steal  sheep  by  one  at  a  time." 

"  The  less  we  say  of  them  the  Setter,"  said  the 
GIoTer,  becoming  again  grave.  "  Brothov  he  hath 
none ;  his  father  is  a  powerful  man— hath  long  hands 
—leaches  as  far  as  nie  can,  and  heazs  fiurther  than  it 
is  necessary  to  talk  of  him." 

"And  yet  he  hath  bound  his  only  son  apprentice 
to  a  glover  in  Perth  V*  said  Henry.  "  Why,  I  should 
have  thou^  tthe  Gentle  Craft,  as  it  is  called,  of  St 
Crispin,  would  have  suited  him  best ;  and  that  if  the 
son  of  some  great  Mac  or  O  was  to  become  an  arti- 
san, it  could  only  be  in  the  craft  where  princes  set 
him  the  example." 

This  remark,  thoogh  ironical,  seemed  to  awaken 
our  friend  Simon's  sense  of  professional  dignity, 
which  was  a  prevailing  feeling  that  marked  the  man* 
ners  of  the  artisans  <a  the  time. 

"You  err,  son  Henry,"  he  replied,  with  much 
gravity ;  "  the  glovers  are  the  more  honourable  craft 
of  the  two,  in  regard  th^  provide  for  the  accommo- 
datkm  of  the  hands,  whereas  the  shoemakcfs  and 
cordwainers  do  but  woik  for  the  feet,"* 

"  Both  equally  necessary  members  of  the  body  cor- 
porate," said  Henry,  whose  &ther  had  been  a  cord- 
wainer. 

"It  maybe  so,  my  son,"  said  the  Glover;  "bat 
not  both  alike  honourable.  Bethink  vpu,  that  we 
employ  the  hands  as  pledges  of  friendship  and  good 
ftith,  and  die  fiset  have  no  suchprivilege.  Brave  men 
fight  with  their  hands— cowards  employ  their  feet  in 
fiigfat  A  glove  is  borne  aloft,  a  shoe  is  trampled  in 
the  mire ;— «  man  greetsa  friend  with  his  open  nand ; 
he  spurns  a  dog,  or  one  whom  he  holds  as  mean  as 
a  dog,  with  his  advanced  fbot.  A  fdove  on  the  point 
of  a  spear  is  a  ngn  and  pledge  of  mith  all  the  wide 
world  over,  as  a  gauntlet  flung  down  is  a  sage  of 
knightly  battle :  while  I  know  no  other  emblem  be- 
lon^ng  to  an  old  shoe,  except  that  some  crones  will 
fKng  them  after  a  man  by  way  of  good  luck,  in  which 
practioe  I  avow  myself  to  entertam  no  confidence." 

"Nay,"  said  the  Smith,  toinaed  with  his  friend's 
eloquent  pleading  for  the  dicnity  of  the  art  he  prac- 
tised, "I  am  not  the  man,  I  promise  you,  to  dispa- 
rage the  Glover's  mystery.  Bethink  you,  I  am  my- 
self a  maker  of  gauntlets.  But  the  dignitv  of  your 
ancient  craft  removes  not  my  wonder,  that  the  father 
of  this  Conachar  sufoed  his  son  to  learn  a  trade  of 
any  kind  from  a  Lowland  craftsman,  holding  us,  as 
th^  do,  altosether  beneath  their  magnificent  degiee, 
and  a  race  of  contemptible  dnidffe&  unworthy  of  any 
other  fate  than  to  be  ul  used  ana  plundered,  as  often 
as  these  bare-breeched  Dunmewassals  see  safety  and 
convenienoe  for  doing  so." 

"  Ay,"  answered  the  Glover  "  but  there  were  pow- 
erful reasons  for— for" He  withheld  something 


•  Oar  loesl  utiqmy  Mjf ,  "The  Perth  artiniM  ofthw  erafl 
ware  of  mst  lepvle,  umI  namlMrad  anoncit  Uien,  (hwi  a  ivrr 
early  penod,  meo  of  eoneiderable  enbetaiioe.  Tfiere  era  aUil 
extant  UDOOff  their  reeorde  many  eharten  and  franti  of  money 
and  landa  to  variooa  fctifiou  pnrpoie*,  in  particular  to  the  up- 
holdinc  of  the  altar  of  8K.  Bartholomew,  one  of  the  riehett  of 
the  many  ihrinet  within  the  pariih  ehureh  ofSt  John. 

-Whfle  -  -       .  - 


anndinc  to  theae  eridenoea  of  the  rich 
of  the  old  Oloven  of  Perth,  it  ooght  not  to  pam  mmotieed— ai 
Bsory  pinched  Simon  on  the  lobject  of  hie  rival  artiflcera  in 
leather,  tiie  oordwaineia-that  Um  chaplain  '  aiken  of  8l  Cria- 
pin,'  on  the  LeonaidhaM  property,  wen  anennuds  bonght  np 
by  the  Oloren. 

**  The  avoeationB  of  thje  incorporation  were  not  alwara  of  a 
peacefal  natore.  They  atili  riiow  a  banner  nnder  which  their 
foreAithere  foa^t  in  the  tronblee  of  the  iTth  eontnry.  It  beari 
thia  iaaeription.  '  The  ptritet  ktmmr  tf  a  er^ft,  «r  let«l|r  4f  a 
trUt,  Umtim  wttUtke  btU  ta  rnanl  iwra,  satfreAy  elnne  gam  n- 
mmm ;'  and  Nrmovnied  by  the  worda,  '  Grace  and  Peace/  the 
dale  ifM. 

"The  only  other  relic  in  the  arehi?ea  of  thia  body  which 
eSlla  for  notice  in  thie  plaee,  iaa  Icathera  laah,  called  *The 
whip  of  St.  BarUiolomew.'  which  the  craft  are  often  admoo- 
iahed  in  the  racorda  to  apply  to  the  back  of  reftartorr  apnren- 
^^cea.  It  cannot  have  exiated  in  Um  day*  of  our  mend  the 
(Hover,  odMnriae  ita  fteqaent  application  to  the  ahovldera  of 
Oonnchar,  woold  have  been  mttlrv  of  record  In  the  hiatory 
ofUiat  '     -   - 


which  seemed  upon  his  lips,  and  went  oil  "for  Cob- 
achar's  father  acting  as  he  did.~WeU,  I  have  played 
feir  with  him,  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  he  mil  act 
honourably  by  me.— But  Conachar's  sodden  leave- 
taking  has  put  me  to  some  inconvenience.  He  had 
thin^B^^under  hit  charge.   I  must  look  through  the 

"Can  I  hdp  you,  father?"  said  Henry  Gow,  de- 
ceived by  the  earnestness  of  his  manner. 

"You?— no,"— said  Simon,  with  a  dfyneas  which 
made  Henry  so  sensible  of  the  simplicity  of  his  propo- 
sal, that  he  olushed  to  the  eyes  at  his  own  dulness  at 
comprehenoon,  in  a  matter  where  love  ought  to  have 
induced  him  to  take  his  cue  easily  up.  "  You,  Catha- 
rine," said  the  Glover,  as  he  left  me  room,  "enter- 
tain your  Valentine  for  five  minutes,  and  see  be  de- 
puts  not  till  my  return.— Come  hither  vrith  mc^  M 
Dorothy,  and  beitir  thy  limbs  in  my  behalf." 

He  left  the  room,  followed  by  the  oM  woman ;  and 
Henry  Smith  remained  with  Catharine,  almost  (or 
the  first  time  in  his  life,  entirely  alone.  There  was 
embarrassment  on  the  maiden's  part,  and  awkward- 
ness on  that  of  the  lover,  for  about  a  minute ;  when 
Henry,  calling  up  his  courage,  palled  the  f^res  out 
of  his  pocket  with  which  Simon  had  supplied  hhn, 
and  asked  her  to  permit  one  who  had  been  so  highly 
graced  that  morning,  to  pay  the  usual  penalty  lor 
being  asleep  at  the  moment  when  he  would  nave 
given  the  slumbers  of  a  whole  twelvemonth  to  be 
awake  for  a  single  minute. 

"  Nay,  but"  said  Catharine,  "  the  fnlfilmoit  of  my 
homage  to  St  Valentine  infers  no  such  penalty  as 
you  desire  to  pay,  and  I  cannot  theivafore  think  of 
aco^ting  them." 

",  These  gloves,"  said  Henry,  advancing  his  seal 
insidiously  towards  Catharine  as  he  spoke,  "wen 
wrought  oy  the  hands  that  are  dearest  to  you ;  sad 
■ee— they  are  shaped  for  your  own."  He  eztraded 
them  as  be  spoke,  and  taking  her  arm  in  his  robust 
hand,  spread  the  gloves  beerae  it  to  show  how  weD 
they  fitted.  "Look  at  that  taper  arm,"  he  said, 
"  look  at  these  small  fingers :  think  who  sewed  these 
seams  of  silk  and  sold,  and  think  whether  the  gtove. 
and  the  arm  which  alone  the  glove  can  fit  oo^t  to 
remain  separate,  because  the  poor  gjove  has  had  tbs 
misformne  to  be  for  a  passing  minute  in  the  keeping 
of  a  hand  so  swart  ana  rou|^  as  mine." 

"They  are  welcome  as  coming  from  my  Cufaer,** 
said  Catharine :  "  and  surely  not  less  so  as  comiiw 
from  mf/ritncL"  (and  there  was  an  emphaaia  on  the 
word,)  '^  as  well  as  my  Valentine  and  preserver." 

"  Let  me  aid  to  do  them  on,"  sakl  the  Smith, 
ing  himself  yet  closer  to  her  side ;  "  they  may  t 
little  over- tight  at  firet,  and  yon  may  require 
assistance." 

"You  are  skilful  in  such  service,  good  Henry 
Gow,"  said  the  maiden,  smiling,  but  at  the  same 
time  drewing  farther  from  her  lover. 

"  In  good  faith,  no."  aaid  Henry^  ahakinc  his  head  s 
"  my  experience  has  been  in  donmn^  steel  gaund^a 
on  mailed  knights,  more  than  in  fitting  eniEroidcred 
gloves  upon  maidens." 

"  I  will  trouble  you  then  no  farther,  and  Dorothy 
shall  aid  me— thoi«h  there  neada  no  asaistance— my 
father's  eve  and  nngere  are  faithful  to  his  craA; 
what  work  he  puts  through  his  hands  u  alwaya  ma 
to  the  measure." 

"  Let  me  be  convinced  of  it,"  said  the  Smith :  "let 
me  see  that  these  slender  gloves  actually  matca  the 
hands  they  were  made  for?' 

"  Some  other  time,  good  Henry,"  answered  the 
maiden,  "  I  will  wear  the  glovea  in  honour  of  8L 
Valentine,  and  the  mate  he  has  sent  me  for  tte 
season.  I  would  to  Heaven  I  could  pleasure  my 
fiither  as  well  in  weightier  matters— at  ptesent  the 
perfume  of  the  leather  harma  the  headach  I  have  had 
since  morning." 

"  Headach T  dearest  maiden  ?"  echoed  her  lover. 

" Ifvou  call  it  hearuch,  yon  will  not  misname  it," 
said  Catharine,  with  a  sigh,  and  proceeded  to  speak 
in  a  very  serious  tone.  Henry,"  she  said,  "I  an 
going  perhaps  to  be  as  bold  as  Igave  you  reason  to 
thtnK  me  this  morning;  for  I  am  about  to  speak  the 
firat  upon  a  subject,  on  which,  it  may  well  be,  I  ooghl 
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(0  wait  tiU  I  had  to  aavwer  yop.  But  I  cannot,  after 
wliat  has  happened  thk  morning,  suffer  my  feetinga 
towarda  /on  to  remain  onezplained,  without  the  poa- 
ability  of  my  being  n^tly  miaeonceiTed.*-Nay,  do 
not  answer  till  you  nave  heard  me  out.— You  are 
braver  Heniy,  b^ond  moat  men,  honest  and  true  as 
the  steel  yoa  won.  upon" 

**  Siop>--«top,  Catharine,  tor  mercy's  sake  t  You 
never  said  ao  much  that  waa  good  concerning  me^ 
aare  to  introduce  eome  bitter  censure,  of  which  your 
pnises  were  the  haibingars.  I  am  honest,  and  ao 
nrth,  you  would  say,  but  a  hot-brained  brawler,  and 
oommbn  sworder  or  stabber/' 

"I  should  injure  both  myself  and  you  in  callins 
TOO  sadu  No,  Henry,  to  no  common  stabber,  had 
M  worn  a  plume  in  his  bonnet,  and  gold  spurs  on  his 
beili^  would  Catharine  GHover  have  offered  the  little 
fltea  she  has  this  day  voluntarily  done  to  you.  If  I 
have  at  times  dwelt  severely  upon  the  proneness  of 
ranr  spirit  to  anger,  and  of  your  hand  to  strife,  it  is 
becaoael  would  have  you,  if  I  could  so  persuade  you, 
hale  in  yourself  the  sms  of  vanity  and  wrath,  by 
which  you  ore  most  easily  beset.  I  have  spoken  on 
tbe  topic  more  to  alarm  your  own  consdenoei  than 
to  eipiess  my  opinion.  I  know  as  well  as  my  lather, 
that  in  theee  forlorn  and  desperate  days,  the  whole 
cofltomsof  our  nation,  nay,  of  every  Chnstian  nation, 
majr  be  quoted  in  fiivour  of  bloody  quarrels  for  triiluig 
causes ;  of  the  taking  deadly  and  deep  revenge  for 
■light  ofiences;  and  the  slaughter  of  each  other  for 
onttlation  of  honour,  or  often  in  mere  sport  But  I 
know,  that  for  ail  theee  things,  we  shall  one  day  be 
(ailed  into  judgment ;  and  lam  would  I  oonvmce 
thee,  my  brave  and  generous  friend,  to  listen  oftener 
to  the  dictates  of  thy  good  heart,  and  take  less  pride 
m  the  strength  and  dezteritv  of  thy  unsparing  arm." 

'  I  am— I  am  convinced,  Catharine,"  exclaimed 
Henry ;  '*  thy  words  shall  henceforward  be  a  law  to 
me.  1  have  done  enough,  far  too  much,  indeed,  for 
proof  of  my  bodily  strength  and  courage;  but  it  is 
onlf  from  you,  Catharine,  that  I  can  learn  a  better 
way  of  thinkmg.  Remember,  my  fair  Valentine, 
tMtmjrambitbn  of  distinction  in  arma,  and  my  love 
of  strife,  if  It  can  be  called  such,  do  not  fight  even- 
huMjed  with  my  reason  and  my  milder  dispositions, 
oat  have  their  patrons  and  sticklers  to  egg  them  on. 
It  there  a  quarrel, — and  auppoee  that  I,  thinking  on 
TW  counsels,  am  something  loath  to  engage  in  it,~ 
Mieve  you  I  am  left  to  decide  between  peace  or  vrar 
at  my  own  choosing?  Not  so,  by  St  Mary!  there 
>re  a  hundred  round  me  to  stir  me  on.  *  Why,  how 
now.  Smith,  is  thy  mainspring  rusted?*  says  one. 
.JoUyHenry  isdeafon  the  quarrelling  ear  this  mom- 


.  what  can  a  poor  fellow  do,  Cathanne,  when 
ul  are  hallooing  him  on  in  the  devil's  name,  and  not 
*  VS  ^^^fi  hi  a  word  on  the  other  side  T 

Nay,  I  know  the  devil  has  factors  enough  to 
otter  his  wares,"  said  Catharine ;  "but  it  is  our  duty 
if  demise  such  idle  arguments,  though  they  may  be 
Nnded  even  by  those  to  whom  we  owe  much  love 
ind  honour." 

""Ilhen  there  are  the  minstrels,  with  their  romaunts 
*Qd  bulads,  which  place  all  a  man's  praise  in  reoeiv- 
>%  and  repaying  hard  blows.  It  is  sad  to  tell,  Ca- 
wiae,  how  many  of  my  sins  that  Blind  Harry  the 
■ms^  hath  to  answer  for.  When  I  hit  a  down- 
ngntblow,  it  is  not,  (so  save  me,  St.  John!)  to  do 
fiif  man  injury,  but  only  to  strike  as  Wflliam  Wal- 

.^hBMinstrel's  namesake  spoke  this  in  such  a  tone 
2|ni8tnl  seriousness,  that  Catharine  could  scarce  for^ 
OjBar  smiling ;  but  nevertheless  she  assured  him  that 
"tedanKer  of  hia  own  and  other  men's  lives  ought  not 
^5  nioment  to  be  weighed  against  such  simple  toys, 
u   '^T*.°ut,"  replied  Henry,  einboldened  byher  smilea, 

•I?.!  u  ^  ^^^  ^^®  f^P^  cause  of  peace  would  thrive 
5*  *"«  better  for  an  advocate.  Suppose,  for  example, 
J[|*jwnen  I  am  pressed  and  urged  to  lay  hand  on  my 
™Pon,  I  could  have  cause  to  recollect  that  there 
imlfJf  8^"{|e  and  guardian  angel  at  home,  whose 
™*a*  would  seem  to  whisper,  ^  Henry,  do  no  vio- 


lence ;  it  is  my  hand  which  you  crimson  with  blood 
—Henry,  rush  upon  no  idle  danger;  it  is  my  breast 
which  you  expose  to  injury ;'  such  thoughts  would 
do  more  to  restrain  my  moojd,  than  it  eveiy  monk  in 
Perth  should  cry  *  Hold  thy  ^ahd,  on  pam  of  bell, 
book,  and  candle.' " 

"  If  such  a  warning  as  oonld  be  siven  by  the  voice 
of  sisterly  aiiectk>n  can  have  weight  in  the  debate," 
said  Catharine,  "  do  think,  that  in  strikuig,  you  em- 
purple this  hand ;  that  in  receiving  wounda,  you  harm 
this  heart." 

The  Smith  took  courage  at  the  sincerely  affection- 
ate tone  in  which  these  words  were  delivered. 

"And  wherefore  not  stretch  your  regard  a  degree 
beyond  theee  cold  limits?  Why,,  smce  yon  are  so 
kind  and  generous  as  to  own  some  interest  in  the  poor 
ignorant  sinner  before  you,  should  you  not  at  once 
adopt  him  as  your  scholar  and  your  husband  ?  Your 
father  desires  it ;  the  town  expects  it ;  glovers  and 
smiths  are  preparing  their  rejoicings ;  and  you,  only 
you,  whose  words  are  ao  fair  and  so  kind,  you  win 
not  give  your  consent !" 

**  Henry."  said  Catharine,  in  a  low  and  tremulous 
voice,  "  believe  me  I  should  hold  it  my  duty  to  comply 
with  my  father's  commands,  were  there  not  obsta- 
cles invincible  to  the  match  which  he  proposes." 

"  Yet  think— think  but  for  a  moment  1  have  little 
to  say  for  myself  in  comparison  of  you,  who  can  both 
read  and  wnte.  But  then  I  wish  to  hear  reading, 
and  could  liaten  to  your  sweet  voice  for  ever.  You 
love  music,  and  I  have  been  taught  to  play  and  sing 
as  wdl  as  some  minstrels.  You  love  to  be  charitable, 
I  have  enough  to  give^  and  enough  to  keep :  as  large 
a  daily  alms  as  a  deacon  gives  would  never  he  missed 
by  me.  Your  father  gets  old  for  daily  toil ;  he  would 
live  with  us,  aa  I  should  truly  hold  him  for  my  father 
also.  I  would  be  as  chary  of  mixing  in  causeless 
strife,  as  of  thrusting  my  hand  into  mv  own  furnace ; 
and  iif  there  came  on  us  unlawful  violenccL  its  wares 
would  be  brought  to  an  ill-chosen  market" 

"  May  you  experience  all  the  domestic  happiness 
which  you  can  conceive.  Henry,— but  with  someone 
more  happy  than  I  am  I" 

So  spoke,  or  rather  so  sobbed  the  Fair  Maiden  of 
Perth,  who  seemed  choking  m  the  attempt  to  restrain 
her  tears. 

"You  hate  me  then  V  said  the  lover,  after  a  pause. 

"  Heaven  is  my  witness.  No." 

"  Or  you  love  some  other  better?" 

"  It  is  cruel  to  ask  what  it  cannot  avail  yon  to  know. 
But  you  are  entirely  mistaken." 

"Yon  wild-cat,  Conachar,  perhaps?*'  said  Henry. 
**  I  have  marked  his  looks" 

"You  avail  yourself  of  this  painful  aitnation  to  in- 
sult me,  Henry,  though  I  have  little  deserved  it  Cona- 
char is  nothing  to  me,  more  than  the  trying  to  tame  his 
wild  spirit  by  instruction  might  lead  me  to  take  aome 
interest  in  a, mind  abandoned  to  prejudices  and  pas- 
aions,  and  therein,  Henry,  not  unlike  your  own.' 

"  It  must  then  be  some  of  these  flanntmgsilk-worm 
Sirs  about  the  court,"  sakl  the  armourer,  nis  natural 
heat  of  temper  kindling  fh>m  disappointment  and 
vexation  i  "  some  of  those  who  think  they  carry  it  off 
through  the  height  of  their  plumed  bonnets  and  the 
jingle  of  their  spurs.  I  would  I  knew  which  it  waS| 
that,  leaving  his  natural  mates,  the  painted  and  per- 
fumed dames  of  the  court,  comes  to  take  his  prey 
among  the  simple  maidens  of  the  burgher  craft.  I 
would^I  knew  but  his  name  and  surname !" 

"Henry  Smith,"  said  Catharine,  shaking  off  the 
weakness  which  seemed  to  threaten  to  overpower  her 
a  moment  before,  "  this  is  the  language  of  an  ungrate- 
ful fool,  or  rather  of  a  frantic  madman.  I  have  told 
you  already,  there  was  no  one  who  stood,  at  the  ,be- 
gmning  of  mis  conference,  more  high,in  my  opmion. 
than  he  who  is  now  losing  ^und  with  every  word 
he  utters,  in  the  tone  of  unjust  suspicion  and  fcnse- 
lessanger.  You  had  no  titleto  know  oven  what  I  have 
told  you ;  which,  I  pray  you  to  observe,  .implies  no 
preference  to  you  over  others,  though  it  disowns  any 
preference  of  another  to  you.  It  is  enough  you  should 
be  aware  that  there  is  aa  inauperable  an  objection  to 
what  you  desire,  as  if  an  enchanter  had  a  Bpell  ovier 
my  destiny." 
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"  Spellfl  may  h6  broken  by  true  men,"  said  the 
Smith.  "  I  would  it  were  oome  to  that  Thorbiom, 
the  Daniah  armourer^  spoke  of  a  spell  he  had  for  mak- 
ing  breastplates,  by  smging  a  certain  aong  while  the 
iron  was  heating.  ,  I  told  nim  that  his  runic  rhvmes 
were  no  proof  against  the  weapons  which  fought  at 
Loncarty— what  farther  came  of  it  it  is  needless  to 
tell ;— but  the  corslet  and  the  wearer,  and  the  leech 
who  salved  his  wound,  know  if  Henry  Grow  can  break 
a  spell  or  no.*' 

Catharine  looked  at  him  as  if  about  to  return  an  an- 
swer little  approving  of  the  exploit  he  had  vaunted, 
which  the  downright  Smith  had  not  recollected,  was 
of  a  kind  that  exposed  him  to  her  frequent  censure. 
But  ere  she  had  given  words  to  her  thoughts,  her  fa- 
ther thrust  liis  head  in  at  the  door. 

"Henry/'  he  said,  "I  must  interrupt  your  more 
pleasing  atniirs,  and  request  you  to  come  into  my 
working  room  in  all  speed,  to  consult  about  certain 
matters  deeply  afiecting  the  weal  of  the  burgh." 

Henry,  making  his  obeisance  to  Catharine,  left  the 
apartment  upon  ner  father's  summons.  Indeed  it  was 
probably  in  favour  of  their  future  friendly  intercourse 
that  they  were  parted  on  this  occasion,  at  the  turn 
which  the  conversation  seemed  likely  to  take— For 
as  the  wooer  had  begun  to  hold  the  refusal  of  the 
damsel  as  somewhat  capricious  and  inexplicable  after 
the  d^ree  of  encouragement  which,  in  his  opinion, 
she  had  afibrded;  Catharine,  on  the  other  hand,  con- 
sidered him  rather  as  an  encroacher  upon  the  grace 
which  she, had  shown  him,  than  one  whose  delicacy 
rendered  him  deserving  of  such  favour. 

But  there  was  living  in  their  bosoms  towards  each 
other  a  reciprocal  kindness,  which  on  the  termination 
of  the  dispute  was  sure  to  revive,  inducing  the  maiden 
to  forget  her  offended  delicacy,  and  the  lover  his  slight- 
ed warmth  of  passion. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

This  qnaml  maj  diaw  blood  aoother  dMi. 

Bavy  IV.  Psrt  £ 

Thx  conclave  of  citizens  appointed  to  meet  for  in- 
TBStigating  the  affiray  of  the  preceding  evening,  had 
now  assembled.  The  work-room  of  Simon  Glover 
filled  to  crowding  by  personages  of  no  little  con- 
.  Mko^  some  of  whom  wore  black  velvet  cloaks,  and 
BoId  chams  around  their  necks.  They  were,  indeed, 
the  fathers  of  the  city ;  and  there  were  bailies  ana 
deacons  in  the  honoured  number.  There  was  an  ire- 
ful and  offended  air  of  importance  upon  every  brow, 
as  they  conversed  together,  rather  m  whisper,  than 
aloud  or  in  detail.  Busiest  among  the  busy,  the  little 
important  assistant  of  the  previous  nignt,  Oliver 
Proudfiite  by  name,  and  bonnet-maker  by  profession, 
was  bustling  among  the  crowd ;  much  after  the  man- 
ner of  the  sea-gull,  which  flutt^  screams,  and  sput- 
ters most  at  the  commencement  of  a  gale  of  wmd, 
though  one  can  hardly  conceive  what  the  bird  has 
better  to  do  tnan  to  fly  to  its  nest,  and  remain  quiet 
till  the  gale  is  over. 

,Be  that  as  it  may,  Master  Proudfute  was  in  the 
midst  of  the  crowd  nis  fingers  upon  every  one's  Init- 
ton.  and  his  mouth  in  every  man'  s  ear,  embracing 
such  as  were  near  to  his  own  stature^  that  he  might 
more  closely  and  mysteriously  utter  his  sentiments ;- 
and  standing  on  tiptoe,  and  supporting  himself  by  the 
doak-collars  of  tall  men,  that  he  might  dole  out  to 
them  also  the  same  share  of  information.  He  felt 
himself  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  affair,  being  conscious 
of  the  dignity  of  superior  information  on  the  subject 
as  an  eye-witness,  and  much  di^wsed  to  push  his 
connexion  with  the  scuffle  a  few  points  bevond  the 
modesty,  of  truth.  ^  It  cannot  be  said  that  his  com- 
munications were  in  especial  curious  and  important, 
oonsisting  chiefly  of  such  assertions  as  these  :— 

"  It  is  all  tru&  by  St  John.  I  was  there  and  saw 
it  myself— was  the  first  to  run  to  the  fray ;  and  if  it  had 
not  Deen  for  me  and  another  stout  fiellow^  who  came 
in  about  the  same  time,  they  had  broken  mto  Simon 
Glover's  house,  cut  his  throat,  and  carried  his  daugh- 
ter off  to  the  mountains.  It  is  too  evil  usage— not  to 
be  suffered,  neighbour  Crookshank,— not  to  be  en- 
dured, neighbour  Glass— not  to  be  borne,  neighbours 


Balneaves,  Rolloek,  and  Chrysteaon.    It  was  a : 

cy  that  I  and  that  stout  fellow  came  in—Was  it  molt, 
ncuiibour  and  worthy  Bailie  CraigdallieT' 

These  speeches  were  dispersed  by  the  bnsy  bonnet- 
maker  into  sundry  ears.  Bailie  CraigdalfieL  a  pordy 
guild-brotheri  the  same  who  had  advised  the  praro- 
Ration  of  their  civic  council  to  the  present  place  ud 
hour,  a  bifc  burlv,  good-looking  man,  shook  the  dea- 
con from  nis  cloak  with  pretty  much  the  grace  with 
which  a  large  horse  shrugs  off  the  importnnate  fly 
that  has  beset  him  for  ten  minutes^  and  ezclaioieil 
"  Silence,  good  citizens ;  here  comes  Simon  CUovo; 
in  whom  no  man  ever  saw  fiEdsehood.  We  will  beer 
the  ontrase  fh»m  his  own  mouth." 

Simon  Demg  called  upon  to  tell  his  tale,  did  so  wxik 
obvious  embarrassment,  which  he  imputed  to  a  ie> 
lucunce  that  the  burgh  ahould  be  put  m  deadly  imd 
with  any  one  upon  his  account.  It  was^  he  daied  to 
say,  a  masking  or  revel  on  the  part  of  the  yoang  gal- 
lants about  court :  and  the  worst  that  nuglit  oooh 
of  it  would  be,  that  he  would  pat  iron  etancfaeow 
on  his  daughter's  window,  in  case  of  audi  anodier 
frolic. 

"Why,  then,  if  this  was  a  mere  masking  or  mnm- 
mei^'  said,  Craigdallie^  "our  townsman,  HanygC 
the  Wynd,  did  far  wrong  to  cat  offa  oentleman's  hand 
for  such  a  harmlesa  pleasantry,  and  the  town  maybe 
brought  to  a  heavy  fine  for  it,  unless  we  seenie  tiit 
person  of  the  mutilator." 

"Our  lady  forbid!"  said  the  Glover.  "Did  vna 
know  what  I  do,  you  would  be  as  much  afraid  of 
handling  this  matter,  as  if  it  were  glowing  iron.  Bat, 
since  you  will  needs  put  your  fingers  in  the  fire^  tmh 
must  be  spoken.  And  come  what  will,  1  most  say, 
that  the  matter  might  have  ended  ill  for  me  and 
mine,  but  for  the  opportune  assistance  of  Henry  Gov, 
the  armourer,  welfknown  to  you  all." 

"  And  mioe  also  was  not  awanting."  said  OUver 
Proudfute,  "  though  I  do  not  profess  tone  ntteriy  so 
«)od  a  swordsman  as  our  neie^bour.  Henry  Gow. — 
You  saw  me,  neighbour  Glover,  at  the  beypnning  of 
the  fray  r' 

"I  saw  you  after  the  end  of  it,  neighbour," 
ed  the  Glover,  dryly. 

"True,  true;  I  nad  forgot  you  were  in  your 


while  the  blows  were  going,  and  could  not  sorvey 
who  were  dealing  them?' 

"  Peace,  neighbour,  Proudfute  2  I  prithee^  peace," 
said  Craigdallie,  who  was  obviously  tired  of  the  tiae- 
less  screeching  of  the  worthy  deacon. 

"There  is  something  mysterious  here^"  said  the 
Bailie ;  /'  but  I  think  1  spy  the  secret  Om^  firisad 
Simon  is,  as  you  all  know,  a  peaceful  man,  and  ok 
that  will  rather  sit  down  with  wrong,  than  put  a 
friend,  or  say  a  neighbourhood,  in  danger  to  seek  his 
redress.  Thou.  Henry,  who  art  never  wanting  whse 
the  burgh  needs  a  deifender,  tell  us  what  ditau  know- 
est  of  this  matter." 

Our  Smith  told  his  story  to  the  same  poipost 
which  we  have  already  related;  and  the  raadfflinil 
maker  of  bonnets  added  as  before,  "And  thou 
me  there,  honest  Smith,  didst  then  not  V* 

"  Not  I,  in  good  faith,  neighbour,"  answered 
ry ;  "  but  you  are  a  httle  man,  you  know,  and  I  might 
overlook  you." 

His  reply  produced  a  laugh  at  OUvrr'a  expeam, 
who  laughed  for  company,  but  added,  dogntfii; 
"  I  was  one  of  the  foremost  to  the  rescue  mr  sM 
that." 

"Why,  where  wert  thou,  then,  neighbour ?**  ssid 
the  Smith ;  "  for  I  saw  you  no^  and  I  would  have 
given  the  worth  of  the  best  suit  of  armour  I  ever 
wrought  to  have  seen  as  stout  a  fellow  as  tfaoa  at 
my  elbow." 

I  was  no  farther  off,  however,  honest  Smith : 
and  whilst  thou  wert  laying  on  blows  as  if  on  an  an- 
vil, I  was  parrying  those  that  the  rest  of  the  villaiBe 
aimed  at  thee  behind  thy  back ;  and  that  is  the  caflsc 
thou  sawest  me  not." 

"  I  have  heard  of  Smiths  of  old  time  who  bad  bat 
one  eye,"  said  Henry.    "I  have  two,  but  they  are 
both  set  in  my  forenead,  and  so  I  could  not  see  be- 
hind my  back^  neighbour." 
1     *  *  The  truth  18,  however,"  persevered  Master  Oliw, 
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"  there  I  was,  and  I  will  give  Master  Bailie  my 
account  of  the  matter;  for  the  Smith  and  I  were 
first  up  to  the  fray." 

"  Enough  at  present,"  said  the  Bailie,  wavinar  to 
Haster  Proudfute  an  injimction  of  silence.  "  The 
precognition  of  Simon  Glover  and  Henry  Gow 
woulc  bear  out  a  matter  less  worthy  of  belief.— And 
now,  my  masters,  your  opinion  what  should  be  done. 
Here  are  all  our  burgher  rights  broken  through  and 
insulted,  and  you  may  welifancy  that  it  is  by  some 
man  of  power,  since  no  less  dared  have  attempted 
toch  an  outrage.  My  masters,  it  is  hard  on  nesh 
and  blood  to  submit  to  this.  The  laws  have  framed 
09  of  lower  rank  than  the  princes  and  nobles,  yet  it 
is  against  reason  to  suppose  that  we  will  sutier  our 
hoioes  to  be  broken  into,  and  the  honour  of  our  wo- 
men insulted,  without  some  redress." 

"  It  is  not  to  be  endured  !"  answered  the  citizens, 
unanimously. 

Here  Simon  Glover  interfered  with  a  very  anxious 
and  ominous  countenance.  **  I  hope  still  that  all 
was  not  meant  so  ill  as  it  seemed  to  us,  my  worthy 
neigfabours ;  and  I  for  one  would  cheerfully  forgive 
the  alarm  and  disturbance  to  my  poor  house,  provid- 
ing the  fair  city  were  not  brought  into  jeopardy  for 
mo.  I  beseech  you  to  consider  who  are  to  be  our 
judges  that  are  to  hear  the  case,  and  give  or  refuse 
redress.  I  speak  among  neighbours  and  friends,  and 
therefore  I  8|;>eak  openly.  The  King,  God  bless  him  ! 
is  80  broken  in  mind  and  body,  that  he  will  but  turn 
us  over  to  some  great  man  among  his  counsellors, 
who  shall  be  in  favour  for  the  time— Perchance 
he  will  refer  us  to  his,brodier  the  Duke  of  Albany, 
who  will  make  our  petition  for  righting  of  our  wrongs 
the  pretence  for  squeezing  money  out  of  us." 

"We  will  none  of  Aloany  for  our  judge!"  an- 
iwered  the  meeting,  with  tne  same  unanimity  as 
before. 

"Or  perhaps,"  added  Simon,  "he  will  bid  the 
Duke  of  Rotnsay  take  charge  of  it ;  and  the  wild 
young  prince  will  regard  the  outrage  as  something 
for  his  f^Y  companions  to  scofT  at,  and  his  minstrels 
to  tum  mto  song/' 

.  "  Away  with  Rothsay !  he  is  too  gay  to  be  our 
jodge,"  again  exclaimed  the  citizens. 

Simon  emboldened  by  seeing  he  was  reaching  the 
point  he  aimed  at,  yet  pronouncing  the  dreaded  name 
with  a  half  whisper,  next  added,  '*  Would  you  like 
the  Black  Douglas  better  to  deal  with  T 

There  was  no  answer  for  a  minute.  They  looked 
on  each  other  with  fallen  countenances  and  blanched 
lips.  But  Henry  Smith  spoke  out  boldlv,  and  in  a 
dsctded  voice,  the  sentiments  which  all  felt,  but  none 
else  dared  eive  words  to— 

**The  Black  Douglas  to  judge  betwixt  a  burgher 
and  a  gentleman,  nay.  a  nobleman,  for  all  I  know 
or  care  9— The  black  devil  of  hell  sooner !  You  are 
mad,  Father  Simon,  so  much  as  to  name  so  wild  a 
proTOsal." 

There  was  again  a  silence  of  fear  and  uncertainty, 
which  was  at  leng;th  broken  by  Bailie  Craigdallie, 
who  looking  very  significantly  to  the  speaker,  repli- 
ed. *'  You  are  confident  in  a  stout  doublet,  neigh- 
bour Smith,  or  you  would  not  tidk  so  boldly." 

"  I  am  confident  of  a  good  heart  under  my  doublet, 
such  as  it  is,  Baillie,"  answered  the  undaunted  Henry ; 
'*  and  though  I  speak  but  little,  my  mouth  shall  never 
be  padlocked  by  any  noble  of  them  all." 

Wear  a  thick  doublet,  good  Henry,  or  do  not 
speak  so  loud,"  reiterated  the  Bailie,  in  the  same 
Kgnificant  tone.  "There  are  border  men  in  the 
town  who  wear  the  Bloody  Heart*  on  their  shoulder. 
-But  all  this  is  no  rede,    what  shall  we  do  ?" 

"^  Short  rede,  good  rede,"  said  the  Smith.  "  Let 
as  to  our  Provost,  and  demand  his  cotmtenance  and 
assistance." 

A  murmio'  of  applause  went  through  the  party, 
and  Oliver  Prondfiite  exclaimed,  "  That  is  what  I 
nave  been  saying  for  this  half  hour,  and  not  one  of 
ye.  would  listen  to  me.  Let  us  go  to  our  Provost, 
9tad  I.  He  is  a  gentleman  himself,  and  ought  to 
come  between  the  bursdi  and  the  nobles  in  all  mat- 
ters." 

*  The  w«U-known  eofnixanee  of  the  bouM  of  Dou^m. 


"  Hush,  neighbours,  hush ;  be  wary  what  you 
say  or  do."  said  a  thin  meagre  figure  of  a  man. 
whose  diminutive  persoii  seemed  stui  more  reduced 
in  size,  and  more  assimilated  to  a  shadow,  by  his 
efforts  to  assume  an  extreme  degree  of  humility,  and 
make  himself,  to  suit  his  argument,  look  meaner  yet, 
and  yet  more  insignificant  than  nature  had  mads 
him. 

"  Pardon  me,"  said  he;  "I  am  but  a  poor  Pottin- 
gar.  Nevertheless,.!  have  been  bred  in  Paris,  and 
learned  my  humanities  and  my  cursus  mederuU  as 
well  as  some  that  call  themselves  learned  leeches. 
Methinks  I  can  tent  this  wound^  and  treat  it  with 
emollients.  Here  is  our  friend  Simon  Glover,  who 
is,  as  you  all  know,  a  man  of  worship.  Think  you 
he  would  not  be  the  most  willing  of  us  all  to  pursue 
hareh  courses  here,  since  his  family  honour  is  so 
nearly  concerned  7  And  since  he  blanches  away  from 
the  charge  against  these  same  revellers,  consider  if 
he  may  not  nave  some  eood  reason  more  than  be 
cares  to  utter  for  letting  the  maUer  sleep.  It  is  not  for 
me  to  put  my  finger  on  the  sore:  but,  alack  I  we  all 
know  that  young  maidens  are  what  I  call  fugitive  es- 
sences. Suppose  now,  an  honest  maiden — I  mean  in 
all  innocence— leaves  her  window  unlatched  on  St. 
Valentine's  mom,  that  some  gallant  cavalier  may— 
in  all  honesty  I  mean— become  her  Valentine  for  the 
season ;  and  suppose  the  gallant  be  discovered,  mav 
she  not  scream  out  as  if  the  visit  were  unexpected, 
and— and— bray  all  this  in  a  mortar,  and  then  con- 
sider, will  it  be  a  matter  to  place  the  town  in  feud 
forr 

The  Pottingar  delivered  his  opinion  in  a  moat  insi- 
nuating manner ;  but  he  seemed  to  shrink  into  some- 
thing less  than  his  natural  tenuity  when  he  saw  the 
blood  rise  in  tiie  old  cheeks  of  Simon  Glover,  and 
inflame  to  the  temples  the  complexion  of  the  redoubt- 
ed Smith.  The  last,  stepping  forward,  snd  turning 
a  stem  look  on  the  alai^med  Pottingar,  broke  out  as 
follows .— "  Thou  walking  skeleton !  thou  ssthma- 
tic  gallipot  I  thou  poisoner  by  profession !  if  I  thought 
that  the  pu^ffof  vile  breath  tnou  hast  left  could  blight 
for  the  tenth  part  of  a  minute  the  fair  fame  of  Catha- 
rine Glover,  I  would  pound  thee,  quacksalver!  in 
thine  own  mortar,  and  Seat  up  thy  wretched  carrion 
with  flower  of  brimstone,  the  only  real  medicine 
in  thy  booth,  to  make  a  salve  to  rub  mangy  hounds 
with!" 

"  Hold,  son  Henry,  hold !"  cried  the  Glover,  in  a 
tone  of  authority,—  no  man  has  title  to  »eakof.thia 
matter  but  me.— Worshipful  Bailie  Craigaaltie,. since 
such  is  the  construction  tnat  is  put  upon  my  patience 
I  am  willing  to  pursue  this  riot  to  the  uttermost ;  and 
though  the  issue  may  prove  that  we  had  better  nave 
been  patie::*,  you  will  all  see  that  my  Catharine  hath 
not  by  any  lightness  or  folly  of  hers  afforded  grounds 
for  thisgreat  scandal."       ,     ..      .  ^,       „ 

The  Bailie  also  interposed.  "  Neighbour  Henry," 
said  he,  "  we  came  here  to  consult,  and  not  to  quar- 
rel. As  one  of  the  fathere  of  the  fair  city,  I  command 
thee  to  forego  all  evil  will  and  mal- talent  you  may 
have  against  Master  Pottingar  Dwining."  . 

"  He  is  too  poor  a  creature,  Bail^"^^Bajd  Henry 
Gow,  "  for  me  to  harbour  feud  with— I  that  could 
destroy  him  and  his  booth  with  one  blow  of  my  fore- 
hammer." 

"Peace,  then,  and  hear  me^"  said  the  offidaL 
"  We  all  are  as  much  believers  m  the  honour  of  the 
Fair  Maiden  of  Perth,  as  in  that  of  our  BlessedLady." 
Here  he  crossed  himself  devoutly.  "  But  touchmg 
our  appeal  to  our  Provost,  are  you  agreed,  neighbours, 
to  put  matter  like  this  into  our  Provost's  hand,  being 
against  a  powearfiil  nobleman,  as  is  to  be  feared  T 

"  The  Provost  being  himself  a  nobleman"— squeali- 
ed  the  Pottingar,  in  some  measure  released  from  his 
terror  by  the  intervention  of  the  Bailie.  "  God  knows, 
I  speak  not  to  the  disparagement  of  an  honourable 
gentleman,  whose  forebears  have  held  the  office  he 
now  holds  for  many  years"-^^ 

"  By  free  choice  of^the  citnens  of  Perth,"  said  Uie 
Smith,  interruptmgthe  speaker  with  the  tones  of  his 
deep  and  decisrve  voice.  a  ^     u 

^TAy,  surely,"  said  the  disconcerted  orator,  **  by  the 
voice  of  the  citizens.    How  else  1—1  pray  you,  friend 
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Smith,  interrupt  me  not  I  ipeak  to  our  worthy  and 
eldwt  Bailie,  Craigdallie,  aeoording  tomsr  poor  mind. 
I  aay  that,  come,  amongst  us  how  he  wiO,  still  this 
Sir  Patrick  Charteria  is  a  nobleman,  and  hawka  will 
not  pick  hawka*  eyes  out  He  may  wdl  bear  na  out 
in  a  £Bud  with  the  Highlandmen,  and  do  the  nart  of 
our  Provost  and  leader  against  them ;  but  whether 
he  that  himself  wears  silk  will  take  our  part  against 
broidered  cloak  and  cloth  of  gold,  though  he  may  do 
so  against  tartan  and  Irish  fiicae^  is  something  to 
bequestbned.  Take  a  fool's  adTice.  Wehavesayed 
our  Maiden,  of  whom  I  nerer  meant  to  speak  harm, 
as  truly  I  knew  none.  They  have  lost  one  man's 
hand,  at  least,  thanks  to  Harry  Smith" - 

"  And  to  me,"  added  the  little  important  bonnet- 
maker. 

**  And  to  Oliver  Proudfiite,  as  he  tells  ua,"  con- 
tinned  the  Pottingar,  who  contested  no  man's  daim 
to  fi^ory,  provided  he  waa  not  himself  compelled  to 
trrad  the  perilous  paths  which  lead  to  it  "I  say, 
nei^bonrs,  since  the^  have  left  a  hand  as  a  pledge 
they  wiU  never  come  m  Couvrefew  street  again,  why, 
in  my  simple  mind,  we  were  best  to  thank  our  stout 
townsman,  and  the  town  having  the  honour,  and 
theoe  rakehells  the  loss,  that  we  ahould  hush  the 
matter  up,  and  say  no  more  about  it" 

Hiese  padfic  counsels  had  their  effect  with  some 
of  the  citizens,  who  began  to  nod  and  look  exceed- 
ingly  wise  upon  the  advocate  of  acquiescence,  with 
whom,  notwithstanding  the  ofience  so  lately  given, 
Simon  Glover  seemed  also  to  a^^ee  in  opinion.  But 
not  so  Henry  Smith,  who,  seemg  the  consultation 
at  a  stand,  took  up  the  speech  in  us  usual  downiig^t 
manner. 

"  I  am  neither  the  oldest  nor  the  richest  among 
yoiL  neighbours,  and  I  am  not  sorry  for  it  Years 
wiu  come,  if  one  lives  to  see  thein ;  and  I  can  win 
ud  spend  mypenny  like  another,  by  the  blaze  of  the 
fhmace  and  the  wmd  of  the  bellows.  But  no  man 
ever  saw  me  sit  down  with  wrong  done  in  word  or 
deed  to  our  fair  town,  if  man's  tongue  and  man's 
hand  could  rkhtit  Neither  will  I  sit  down  with 
this  outrage,  if  I  can  heb  it.  I  will  go  to  the  Pro- 
yojBt  myseO^  if  no  one  willgo  with  me  ihe  is  a  knifl^t, 
It  IS  tru&  and  a  gentleman  office  and  truebcm  blood, 
as  we  all  know^  since  Wallace's  time,  who  settled 
his  0eat-grandsue  amount  us.  But  if  he  were  the 
Moadest  nobleman  in  the  land,  he  is  the  Provost  of 
Perth,andfor  his  own  honour  must  see  th  fieedoms 
and  immunities  of  the  burgh  preserved— «y.  and  I 
know  he  will— I  have  made  a  steel  doublet  for  him, 
and  have  a  good  goess  at  the  kind  of  heart  that  it 
was  meant  to  cover." 

"  Surely,"  said  Bailie  Craigdallie. '*  it  would  be  to 
no  .purpose  to  stir  at  court  without  Si^  Patriok  Char- 
teriJrs  countenance ;  the  ready  answer  would  be,  (So 
to  vour  Provost,  you  borrel  loons.  So,  neighbours 
and  townsmen,  it  you  will  stand  by  my  side,  I  and 
oar  Pottingar  Dwining  will  repair  preeendy  to  Kin- 
ftnna,  with  Sim  Glover,  the  jolly  Smith,  and  gallant 
Oliver  Proudfute,  for  witnesses  to  the  onslaught;  and 
speak  with  Sir  Patrick  Charteria,  in  name  of  the  fair 
town." 

**  Nay,"  said  the  peaceful  man  of  medicine,  "  leave 
me  behind,  I  pray  you ;  I  lack  audacity  to  speak  be- 
fore a  belted  knight" 

Bailie  Craigdallie.  '*  The  town  hold  me  a  hot-head- 
ed carle  for  a  man  of  threescore—Sim  Glover  is  the 
ofisnded  party— we  all  know  that  Harry  Gow  spoils 
niore  harness  with  his  sword,  than  he  makes  with 
his  hammer--and  our  neighbour  Proodfiita— who, 
lake  his  own  word,  is  at  the  beginning  and  end  of 
every  fray  in  Perth,— is  of  course  a  man  of  action. 
We  must  have  at  least  one  advocate  amongst  us  for 
peace  and  quietneas :  and  thou,  Pottingar.  must  be 
the  man.  Away  with  you,  sirs,  get  your  boots  and 
your  beasts— horse  and  hattock,*  I  say— and  let  us 
meet  at  the  Bast  Port— that  is,  if  it  is  your  pleasure, 
newhbours,  to  trust  us  with  the  matter." 

lliere  can  be  no  better  rede,  and  we  will  all 

•  ATM  mtf  kattoek,  the  wvU-known  ery  of  the  lUiiet  at 
■ifwiiaff  for  •  aiooviicht  «gqieditioa,  awe  to  be  femOiailr 
Moimd  <M  ujr  oecasion  of  mouatiiit. 


avouch  it,"  said  the  citizens.  "  If  the  Provost  take 
our  part,  as  the  fair  town  hath  a  right  to  expect,  we 
may  bell-the-cat  with  the  beat  of  them." 

"  It  is  well,  then,  neighbours,"  answered  the  Bai- 
lie: **so  said,  so  shall  be  done.  Meanwhile,  I  have 
caOed  the  whole  town-council  together  about  this 
hour,  and  I  have  httle  doubt"  koking  around  the 
company,  *'  that  as  so  many  of  them  who  are  ia  this 
place  have  resolved  to  oonsidt  with  our  Provost,  the 
rest  will  be  compliant  to  the  same  resolution.  And 
therefore,  negghboura,  and  good  buiydiers  of  the  fair 
city  of  Perth— horse  and  hattock,  as  1  said  before 
and  meet  me  at  the  East  Port" 

A  general  acclamation  concluded  the  sitting  of  ths 
speoes  of  privy  council,  or  Lords  of  the  Articles ;  ind 
they  dispersed,  the  deputation  to  prepare  for  the  joar- 
ney,  and  the  rest  to  tell  their  impatient  wives  snd 
daughters  of  the  measures  they  had  taken  to  render 
thevchamben  safe  in  future,  against  theintraskm  of 
gaUanta  at  unaeasonable  hours. 

While  nags  are  aaddling^  and  the  town-council  de- 
bating, or  rather  putting  m  form  what  the  leadsig 
memoen  of  their  body  hid  already  adopted,  it  maybe 
necessary,  for  the  informalion  of  some  readera,  to  stale 
in  distinct  terms  what  is  more  circuilondy  '"»«™'««*^ 
in  the  course  of  the  former  discussbn. 

It  was  the  custom  at  this  period,  when  the  t^naflk 
of  the  feudal  aristocracy  controlled  the  rights,  andire- 
quently  insulted  the  privileges  of  the  royal  bm|dis  of 
Scotland,  that  the  latter,  where  it  was  practicably  of- 
ten chose  their  Provost,  or  Chief  Magistrate^  not  oat 
of  the  order  of  the  merchanta,  ahopkonera,  and  ciii> 
zens,  who  inhabited  the  town  itaelt  and  filled  up  thi 
roll  of  the  ordinary  maffgtncj,  but  dected  to  tkif 
pre-eminent  state  somepowerfni  nobleman,  or  baraa. 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  burgh,  who  was  fjprftm 
to  stand  their  friend  at  court  in  auch  matten  as  eon- 
cemed  their  common  weal,  and  to  lead  their  dvil  mi- 
litia to  fight,  whether  in  general  battle  or  in  privaie 
feud,  reinforcing  them  with  his  own  feudal  retaiaaa. 
This  protection  was  not  aIwayagratuitou%  Hie  Pro- 
vosts sometimes  availed  theDnselvea  of  their  atuatioB 
to  an  unjustifiabledegree,  and  obtained  grants  oflands 
and  tenements  belonging  to  the  common  good,  or 
public  propertv  of  the  Durgh,  and  thua  made  tbadii- 
zenspay  dear  for  the  countenance  which  they  afibnled. 
— Othen  were  satisfied  to  receive  the  powerful  aid  of 
the  townsmen  in  their  own  feudal  miarrela,  with  saeh 
other  marks  of  respect  and  benevolence,  as  thehaq^ 
oyer  which  they  presided  were  willing  togrsJify  them 
with,  m  order  to  secure  their  active  aervicea  in  case  ctf 
necessity.    The  Baron,  who  waa  the  regular  proieel- 


by  bold  deeds  in  the  field. 

The  citizens  of  the  town,  or.  as  they  loved  bettsr  to 
call  it,  the  Fair  City  of  Perth,  had  for  aeveral  oeoen- 
tionn  found  a  protector  and  Provoetof  thiakina  in  the 
knightly  family  of  Charteris,  Lords  of  ginfiniiM^  ii 
the  nei^ihoarhood  of  the  bur&fa.  It  was  scarce  a  oaa- 
tury  (in  the  time  of  Robert  Hi.)  since  the  fSist  of  this 
distingniahed  family  had  settled  in  the  strong  castle 
^idiicb  now  belonged  to  them,  with  the  picnwuae 
and  fertile  scenes  adjoining  to  it  But  the  history  of 
the  firat  settler:  chivalrous  and  romantic  in  itself^  was 
calculated  to  ndlitate  the  settfement  of  an  alias,  u 
the  land  in  which  hia  lot  was  cast  We  leiaie  it  sa 
It  KB  given  by  an  ancient  and  uniform  tradition,  wliieh 
eamea  in  it  great  indications  of  truth,  and  ia  warrant 
enough,  pmTape^  for  its  insertion  in  graver  hiaiooas 
than  the  present 

DuringUie  brief  career  of  the  oeldirated  patriot  Sir 
Wilham  WaUac&  and  when  his  arma  had  for  a  tine 
expelled  the  English  invadera  from  his  native  eoontiy, 
he  ia  aakl  to  have-  undertaken  a  voyage  to  France, 
with  a  small  band  of  trusty  friends,  to  trr  what  Us 

Jiresenoe  Cfor  he  was  reneeted  throurii  all  conntiiss 
or  his  prowess)  mi^t  do  to  induce  the  Piandi  ib»* 
narch  to  aend  to  Scotland  a  body  of  anziliary  foreesb 
or  other  aasistanoeb  to  aid  the  Scotain  regaimBgr* 
indnendence. 

ll^pSoottish  Champion  was  on  board  a  amaD  ^ 
sel,  and  steering  for  the  port  of  DieppSi  when  a  aafl 
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THE  FAIR  MAID  OF  PERTH. 


ufMand  m  the  diaUnca,  which  the  mariners  r^^ard- 
60,  first  with  doubt  and  apprehension,  and  at  last  with 
ooofusion  and  diamay.  Wallace  demanded  to  know 
what  was  the  cause  of  their  alarm.  The  captain  of 
the  ship  informed  him,  that  the  tall  vessel  which  was 
beaiingdown,  with  the  purpose  of  boarding  that  which 
he  commanded,  was  the  ship  of  a  celebrated  rover, 
equally  tamed  for  his  courage,  strenarth  of  body,  and 
soccessfal  piracies.  It  was  commanded  by  a  gentle- 
nuiD  named  Thomas  de  Longueville,  a  Frenchman 
by  birth,  but  by  practice  oncof  those  pirates  who  called 
themselves  fhends  to  the  sea,  and  enemies  to  all  who 
sailed  upon  that  element.  He  attacked  and  plundered 
vessels  of  all  nations,  like  one  of  the  ancient  Norse 
Sea-kings,  as  they  were  termed,  whose  dominion  was 
upon  the  mountain  waves.  The  master  added,  that 
DO  vessel  could  escape  the  rover  by  flight,  so  tweedy 
ivas  the  bark  he  commanded  j  and  that  no  crew, 
however  hardv,  could  hope  to  resist  him,  when,  as  was 
htB  usual  mode  of  combat,  he  threw  himself  on  board 
at  the  head  of  his  followers. 

Wallace  smiled  sternly,  while  the  master  of  the 
ship,  with  alarm  in  his  countenance,  and  tears  in  his 
efeit described  to  him  the  certainty  of  their  being  cap- 
tured by  the  Red  Rover,  a  name  given  to  De  Longue- 
ville,  because  he  usually  displayed  the  blood-red  Hag, 
which  he  had  now  hoisted. 

"I  will  clear  the  narrow  seas  of  this  rover,"  said 
Wallace. 

Then  calling  t<^ther  some  ten  or  twelve  of  his  own 
Ibllowtfs,  Boyd,  Kerlie.  Seton,  and  others,  to  whom 
the  dost  of  the  most  desperate  battle  was  Uke  the 
breaUiof  life,  he  commanded  them  to  arm  themselves, 
and  lie  flat  upon  the  deck,  so  as  to  be  out  of  sight.— 
He  ordered  the  mariners  below,  excepting  such  as 
were  absolutely  necessary  to  manage  the  vessel :  and 
ha  gave  the  master  instructions,  upon  pain  of  death, 
so  to  steer,  as  that,  while  the  vessel  had  an  appear- 
ance of  attempting  to  fly^  he  should  in  fact  permit  the 
Red  Rover  to  come  up  with  them  and  do  his  worst.  ^ 
Wallace  himself  then  la^  down  on  the  deck,  that 
nothing  might  be  seen  which  could  intimate  any  pur- 
pose ofresistanee.  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  De  Lon- 
goeville's  vessel  ran  on  board  that  of  the  Champion, 
and  the  Red  Rover,  casting  out  grappUnff  irons  to 
make  sure  of  his  prize,  jumped  on  the  deck  in  com- 
plete armour,  followed  by  his  men,  who  gave  a  terri- 
ble shout,  as  if  victory  had  been  already  secured.  But 
the  armed  Scots  started  up  at  once,  and  the  rover 
found  himself  unexpectedly  engaged  with  men  accus- 
tomed to  consider  victory  as  secure,  when  they,  were 
onlv  opposed  as  one  to  two  or  three.  Wallace  himself 
nuoed  on  the  pirate  eaptain,  and  a  dreadful  strife  be- 
gan betwixt  them  with  such  fury,  that  the  others  sus* 
peuded  their  own  battle  to  look  on.  and  seemed  by 
eommon  consent  to  refer  the  issue  oi  the  strife  to  the 
late  of  the  combat  between  the  two  chiefs.  The  pi- 
rate fought  as  well  as  man  could  do ;  but  Wallace's 
strength  was  beyond  that  of  ordinary  mortals.  He 
dashed  the  sword  from  the  rover's  hand,  and  placed 
him  in  such  peril,  that,  to  avoid  being  cut  down,  he 
was  fain  to  close  with  the  Scottish  Champion,  in 
hopesof  overpowering  him  in  the  grapple.  In  this 
also  he  was  foiled.  They  fell  on  the  deck,  locked  in 
each  other's  arms^  but  the  Frenchman  fell  undermost ; 
and  Wallace,  fixing  his  grasp  upon  his  gorget,  com- 
pressed it  so  closely,  notvnthstanding  it  was  made  of 
the  finest  steel,  that  the  blood  gushed  from  his  eyes, 
nose,  and  mouth,  and  he  was  only  able  to  ask  for 
quarter  by  signs.  His  men  threw  down  their  weapons 
and  bagged  ror  mercy,  when  they  saw  their  leader  thus 
severely  handled.  The  victor  granted  them  all  their 
lives,  but  took  possession  of  their  vessel,  and  detained 
them  prisoners. 

When  he  came  in  sight  of  the  French  harbour, 
Wallace  alarmed  the  place  by  displaying  the  rover's 
colours,  as  if  De  Longueivlle  was  coming  to  pillage 
the  town.  The  bells  were  rung  backward;  horns 
were  blown,  and  the  citizens  were  hurrying  to  arms, 
when  the  scene  changed.  The  Scottish  Lion  on  his 
abield  of  gold  was  raised  above  the  piratical  flag,  and 
anoouncM  that  the  Champion  of  Scotland  was  ap- 
proaching, like  a  falcon  with  his  prey  in  bis  clutch. 
He  landed  vrith  his  prisoner,  and  carried  him  to  the 
2R 


court  of  France,  where,  at  Wallace's  request,  the 
robbenes  which  the  pirate  had  committed  were  for- 

fiven,  and  the  King  even  conferred  the  honour  of 
nighthood  on  Sur  Thomas  de  Longueville,  and  of- 
fered to  take  him  into  his  service.  But  the  rover  had 
contracted  such  a  friendship  for  his  generous  victor, 
that  he  insisted  on  uniting  his  fortunes  with  those  of 
Wallace,  with  whom  he  returned  to  Scotland,  and 
fought  by  his  side  in  many  a  bloody  battle,  where  the 
prowess  of  Sir  Thomas  de  Longueville  was  remarked 
as  inferior  to  that  of  none,  save  of  his  heroic  conquer 
or.  His  fate  also  was  more  fortunate  than  that  ol 
his  patron.  Being  distinguished  by  the  beauty  as 
well  as  strength  or  his  person,  he  rendered  himself  so 
acceptable  to  a  jroung  lady,  heiress  of  the  ancient 
family  of  Charteris,  that  she  chose  him  for  her  hus- 
band, bestowing  on  him  with  her  hand  the  fair  ba- 
ronial Castle  of  Kinfauns,  and  the  domains  annexed 
to  it.  Their  descendants  took  the  name  of  Charte- 
ris, as  connecting  themselves  with  their  maternal  an- 
cestors, the  ancient  proprietors  of  the  property, though 
the  name  of  Thomas  de  Longueville  was  equally 
honoured  amonjgist  them ;  and  tne  large  two-handed 
sword  with  which  he  mowed  the  ranks  of  war,  was, 
and  is  still,  preserved  among  the  family  muniments. 
Another  account  is,  that  the  family  name  of  De 
Longueville  himself  was  Charteris.  The  estate  af- 
terwards passed  to  a  family  of  Blairs,  and  is  now  the 
property  of  Lord  Oray. 

These  Barons  of  Kinfauns.*  ftom  father  to  aon, 
held,  for  several  generations,  the  oflice  of  Provost  of 
Perth ;  the  vicinity  of  the  castle  and  town  rendering 
it  a  very  convenient  arrangement  for  mutual  support 
The  Sir  Patrick  of  this  history  had  more  than  onoe 
led  out  the  men  of  Perth  to  battles  and  skirmishes 
virith  the  restless  Highland  depredators,  and, with 
other  enemies,  foreign  and  domestic.  True  it  is^  ho 
used  sometimes  to  bo  weary  of  the  slight  and  frivo- 
lous complaints  unnecessarily  brought  before  hinL 
and  in  which  he  was  requested  to  interest  himself. 
Hence  he  had  sometimes  incurred  the  charae  of  be- 
ing too  proud  as  a  nobleman,  or  too  indolent  as  a 
man  of  wealth,  and  one  who  was  too  much  addicted 
to  the  pleasures  of  the  field,  and  the  exercise  of  feudal 
hospitality,  to  bestir  himself  upon  all  and  every  occa- 
sion when  the  Fair  Town  would  have  desired  nis  ac- 
tive interference.  But  notwithstanding  that  this  oc- 
casioned some  slight  murmuring,  the  citizens,  upon 
any  serious  cause  of  alarm,  were  wont  to  rallv  around 
their  Provost^  and  were  warmly  aapported  by  him 
both  in  ooundl  and  action. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Within  the  bonndt  of  AonaDdale, 

The  imtle  JohmUnm  rid« ; 
Tlief  Imw  been  there  a  thooMod  reara. 

▲  tboiuaod  more  they'll  bide.^OM  Bsltad. 

Tm  character  and  quality  of  Sir  Patrick  Charte- 
ris, the  Provost  of  Perth,  being  such  as  we  have 
sketched  in  the  last  chapter,  let  us  now  return  to  the 
deputation  which  was  in  the  act  of  rendezvousing  at 
the  East  Port,t  in  order  to  wait  upon  that  dignitary 
with  their  complaints,  at  Kinfauns. 

*  It  ii  ganemlly  believed  tiiat  the  ancient  Baroaa  of  Kinfaam 
are  now  repreaented  in  the  male  line  bj  a  once  powerful  brandi 
of  the  name,  the  Charteriiea  of  Amiafleld,  in  Dumfriee-ihire. 
The  remain!  of  the  castle,  rIom  to  which  it  their  modem  leal* 
dence,  attent  the  former  extent  or  Iheir  reeourooiu 

^  The  following  is  extracted  from  a  kind  oommanicatton  of 
the  well-known  antiqaoryi  Mr.  Morison  of  Perth  :~ 

"  The  port  at  which  the  deputation  for  Kinfhuna  must  have 
met,  was  a  strongiy  fortified  gate  at  the  east  end  of  the  High 
Street,  opening  to  t)ie  Bridge.  On  the  north  side  of  the  street 
adjoining  ttie  cate,  stood  the  chapel  of  the  Virgin,  fhim  which 
the  monks  haa  access  to  the  river  bf  a  flight  of  stepe.  slill  called 
'  OJr  Lady's  Stairs.'  Some  remains  uf  Uiis  chapel  are  yet  ex- 
tant, and  one  of  the  towers  is  in  a  style  of  arohiteetare  which 
most  antiquaries  consider  peooliar  to  the  age  of  Robert  III.  Im* 
mediatelj  opposite,  on  the  south  side  of  the  street^  a  staircaae 
is  still  to  be  seen,  eridenUy  of  great  antiquity,  which  is  Mid  to 
have  formed  part  of  •  Oovri^t  Palate'  But  as  Oowrie  Home 
stood  at  the  other  end  of  the  Watergate-es  most  of  the  houses 
of  the  nobility  were  nituated  b$tw9*n  the  suircase  we  now  refer 
to  and  Oowrie  House ;  and  as,  singularlr  enoueh.  this  suir  ia 
built  upon  ground,  which,  although  in  the  middle  of  the  town, 
is  not  within  the  burgh  lands,  some  of  tlie  local  antiquariea  do 
not  heaitate  to  say,  Uiat  it  formed  part  of  the  Royal  Palace,  ia 
which  the  Kings  of  Sootiand  resided,  uatil  tfaej  found  mors 
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And  first  «ppeared  Simon  Glover,  on  a  padnff  pal- 
frey, which  had  sometimes  enjoyed  the  honour  of 
bearing  the  fairer  person  as  well  as  the  lighter  weight 
of  his  beautiful  daughter.  His  cloak  was  muffled 
round  the  lower  part  of  his  face,  as  a  sign  to  bis 

eieods  not  to  interrupt  him  by  any  questions  while 
e  passed  through  the  streets,  and  partly,  perhaps, 
on  account  of  the  coldness  of  the  weather.  ^  The 
deepest  anxiety  was  seated  on  his  brow,  as  if  the 
more  he  meditated  on  the  matter  he  was  engaged  in, 
the  more  difficult  and  perilous  it  appeared.    He  only 

Keeted  by  silent  gestures  his  friends  as  they  came  to 
e  rendezvous.  .      , ,      „  ,       ,    , 

A  strong  black  horse,  of  the  old  Galloway  breed,  of 
an  under  size,  and  not  exceeding  fourteen  bands,  but 
high-shouldered,  strong-limbed,  well-coupled,  and 
round-barrelled,  bore  to  the  East  Port  the  jgallant 
Smith.  A  judge  of  the  animal  misht  see  in  his  eye  a 
spark  of  that  vicious  temper  which  _  is  frequently  the 
accompaniment  of  the  form  that  is  most  vigorous 
and  enduring;  but  the  weight,  the  hand,  and  the  seat 
of  the  rider,  added  to  the  late  regular  exercise  of  a 
long  journey,  had  subdued  his  stubbornness  for  the 
present.  He  was  accompanied  bv  the  honest  Bon- 
net-maker, who  being,  as  the  reader  is  aware,  a  little 
round  man,  and  what  is  vulgarly  called  duck-legged, 
had  planted  himself  like  a  red  pincushion,  (for  he  was 
wrapped  in  a  scarlet  cloak,  over  which  he  had  slung 
a  hawking-pouch,)  on  the  top  of  a  great  saddle, 
which  he  mii^ht  be  Faid  rather  to  be  perched  upon 
than  to  bestnde.  The  saddle  and  the  man  were 
girthed  on  the  ridge-bone  of  a  ^cat  trampling  Flemish 
mare,  with  a  nose  turned  up  ui  the  air  like  a  camel,  a 
huge  fleece  of  hair  at  each  toot,  and  everv  hoof  full  as 
large  in  circumference  as  a  frying-pan.  The  contrast 
between  the  beast  and  the  rider  was  so  extremely  ex- 
traordinary, that  whilst  chance  passengers  contented 
themselves  with  wondering  how  he  got  up,  his  friends 
were  anticipating  with  sorrow  the  perils  which  must 
attend  his  comiiu^  down  again;  for  the  high-seated 
horseman's  feet  did  not  by  any  means  come  beneath 
the  laps  of  the  saddle.  He  had  associated  himself  to 
the  Smith,  whose  motions  he  had  watched  for  the 
paipose  of  joining  him ;  for  it  was  Oliver  Proudfute's 
opinion,  that  men  of  action  showed  to  most  advan- 
tnse  when  beside  each  other ;  and  he  was  delighted 
when  some  wag  of  the  lower  class  had  gravity 
enoug'b  to  cry  out.  without  laughing  outright.  There 
goes  Uie  pride  of  Perth — there  go  the  slashing  crafts- 
men, the  jolly  Smith  of  the  Wynd,  and  the  bold  Hon- 
net-mftker  1'^ 

It  is  true,  the  fellow  who  gave  this  all-hail  thrust 
his  tongue  in  his  cheek  to  some  scapegraces  like  him- 
self; but  as  the  Bonnet-maker  did  not  see  this  by- 
play, he  generously  threw  him  a  silver  penny  to  en- 
courage hie  respect  for  martialists.  This  munificence 
occasioned  their  being  followed  by  a  crowd  of  bojs, 
laufijiixig  and  hallooing,  until  Henry  b'mith,  nimmg 
back,  threatened  to  switch  the  foremost  of  them ;  a 
resolution  which  they  did  not  wait  to  see  put  in  exe- 
cution. 

"  Hero  are  we  the  witnesses,"  said  the  little  man 
on  the  large  horse,  as  they  joined  Simon  Glover  at  the 
East  Port ;  "  but  where  are  they  that  should  back  us  7 
Ah,  brother  Henry !  authority  is  a  load  for  an  ass  ra- 
ther than  a  spirited  horse ;  it  would  but  clog  the  rao- 
tjoas  of  such  young  fellows  as  you  and  me. 

"I  could  well  wish  to  see  you  bear  ever  so  little  of 
that  same  weight,  worthy  Master  Proudfute,"  repUed 
(Henry  Gtow,  were  it  but  to  keep  you  firm  in  the 
sad<Oe ;  for  yon  bounce  about  as  if  you  were  dancins 
a  jig  on  your  seat,  without  any  help  from  your  legs.  * 
Ay,  oy ;  I  raise  myself  in  my  stirrups  to  avoid  the 

•mIihImI.  and  probably  more  oomrortabl«,  \oAg\ng  in  the  Block- 
lHar*a  Mooastenr.  Learinf  the  detcrminatiun  oi  Uiit  qiuMtion 
to  Ihoao  who  hare  more  lei»ure  fjr  boIvids  it,  thus  flu- ia  certain, 
that  tlio  place  of  rendezvous  Tor  the  hero  of  ilie  tale  and  his 
eooipaniona  waa  ooe  of  some  eooMquenoe  in  the  town,  where 
their  batriof  was  not  likely  to  pais  unobserved.  'Die  brid^  to 
which  they  passed  tliroarii  tha  fate,  was  a  very  stalely  edtfioc. 
Mijor  calls  iL  'Pontem  Sancli  Joannis  inffratMii  apud  Perth.' 
The  d.ite  of  it*  eroetioo  ia  not  known,  but  it  was  extensively 
rapairad  by  Ilol)ert  Brnee,  in  whoee  reifo  it  sttflbrrtd  by  the  re- 
peiatod  aiefes  to  which  Perth  was  subjected,  as  well  as  by  fome 
of  thoaa  inundations  of  the  Tay  to  whicn  it  was  Iraqoently 
cjtpoied,  and  one  of  which  eventually  swept  it  away  in  ifSl." 
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joltmg.  She  is  GrueH^r  hard  set  this  mare  of  miw; 
but  she  has  carried  me  in  field  and  forest,  and  throu^b 
some  pasaages  that  were  something  penloos ;  so  Je- 
zabel  and  i  psrt  not— I  call  her  Jexabel,  mfier  tke 
Princess  of  Castillc." 

"Isabel,  I  suppose  you  mean,*'  aoawered  the 
Smith.  .       «  . 

"  Ay— Isabel,  or  Jezabd,— all  the  same,  yon  know. 
But  here  comes  Bailie  Crsigdallie  at  laat,  with  that 
poor,  creeping,  cowardly  creatore  the  Pottingir. 
They  have  brought  two  town-officers  with  then- par- 
tisans, toguanj  their  fair  persons,  I  scppoac-— If  th« 
is  one  thing  I  hate  more  than  another,  it  »  miax  a 
sneaking  varlet  as  that  D wining!"  . 

"  Have  a  care  he  does  not  hear  you  say  so,**  said 
the  Smith.  "  I  tell  thee,  Bonnet-maker,  that  there  is 
more  danger  in  yonder  slight  wasted  anatomy,  than 
in  twenty  stout  fellows  like  yoorselfl" 

"  Pshaw !  Bully  Smith,  you  are  but  jesting  with  m&" 
said  Oliver,— softening  h^  voice,  however,  and  look- 
ing towards  the  Pottmgar,  as  it  to  discover  in  what 
limb  or  Uneament  of  his  wasted  face  and  form  lay  aaj 
appearance  of  the  menaced  danger :  and  his  exans- 
nation  re-assuring  him,  he  answered  boldly,  **  Blades 
and  bucklers,  man,  I  wotdd  stand  the  lend  of  a  dona 
such  as  Dwining.  What  could  be  do  to  any  man 
with  blood  in  his  veins  ?" 

"  He  could  give  him  a  dose  of  physic,"  answesed 
the  Smith,  dryly.  ,  „  _. 

They  had  no  time  for  farther  colloquy,  for  Baifie 
Craigdallie  called  to  them  to  take  the  road  to  Km- 
fauns,  and  himself  showed  the  ^amp]&  As  thsf 
advanced  at  a  leisurely  pace,  the  discourae  tamed  on 
the  reception  which  tney  were  to  expect  from  thor 
Provost,  and  the  interest  which  he  was  Hkelj  to  take 
in  the  aggression  which  they  compjained  oC  Tht 
Glover  seemed  particularly  desponding,  and  talked 
more  than  once,  in  a  manner  which  implied  a  wish 
that  they  would  yet  consent  to  let  the  matter  rest. 
He  (Hd  not  speak  out  very  plainly,  however,  ftar^ 
perhaps,  of  the  malignant  interpretation  whit^h  mi^t 
be  derived  from  any  appearance  of  his  flinching  firom 
the  assertion  of  his  daughter's  reputation.  Dwining 
seemed  to  agree  with  him  in  opimon,  but  epoke  mors 
cautiously  than  in  the  morning. 

"After  all."  said  the  BaiUe,  "when  I  think  of aB 
the  propines  and  good  gifts  which  have  passed  from 
the  good  town  to  my  Lord  Provost's,  I  cannot  thiok 
he  will  be  backwani  to  show  himsclL  More  than 
one  lusty  boat,  laden  with  Bordeaux  wine,  has  leH 
the  South  Shore  to  discharge  iu  burden  under  the 
Castle  of  Kinfauns.  I  have  some  right  to  speak  of 
that,  who  was  the  merchant  importer." 

"And."  said  Dwining,  with  nis  eqoeaking  voice, 
"  I  could  speak  of  delicate  confections,  cnrions  eoo- 
fits,  loaves  of  wastel  bread,  and, even  cakes  of  that 
rare  and  delicious  condiment  which  fnen  call  togar, 
that  have  gone  thither  to  help. out  a  bridal  baDooec, 
or  a  kirstening  feast,  or  such  like.  Btn  alaek,  Baflie 
Crajgdallie,  wmc  is  drunk,  comfits  are  eaten,  and  the 
gin  IS  forgotten  when  the  flavour  is  past  away.  AJas, 
neighbour  I  the  banquet  of  last  Christmas  is 
like  the  last  year's  snow." 

"  But  there  have  been  gloves  fiill  of  gold 
said  the  Mamstrntc. 

"  I  should  know  that  who  wrought  them^"  and 
Simon,  whose  professional  recollections  still  mmtM 
with  whatever  c!«e  mi?ht  ocritpy  his  mind.  *ijii8 
was  a  hawkinc:  glfrvc  for  my  lady.  I  made  it  aooK- 
thing  wide.  Hi^r  ladyship  found  no  fault,  in  coaai- 
deration  of  the  intended  lining." 

"  Well,  go  to,"  said  Bailie  Craigdalli*.  ^  the  Isss  I 
lie;  and  if  these  arc  not  to  the  Tore,  it  is  the  Pv6- 
vost's  faultj  and  not  the  town's;  they  eonld  aeitber 
be  eat  nor  drunk  in  the  shape  in  which  he  eot  theou" 

**I  could  speak  of  a  brave  armour  too?*  aaki  tM 
Smith;  "but,  co^an  na  «*!>/♦  as  John  Highland- 
man  saya,— I  think  the  Knight  of  Kinfauna  will  do 
his  devoir  by  the  burgh  in  peace  or  war :  and  il  m 
needless  to  be  reckonmg  the  town's  good  dfieda,  oil 
we  sec  him  thankless  for  them." 

"  So  say  I,"  cried  our  friend  Proodfata,  fkon  the 
top  of  his  mare.    "We  roystering  blades  never  r 


•  •« 


Peace  or  war,  I  esi«  not 


Onr.vni.] 
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•0  bue  9,  iiub4  ^*  ^  coiintibr  wine  and  walnuta  with 
tftienaUke  Sir  Patrick  Charteris.  Najr,  trust  msb 
ajmod  woodsman  like  Sir  Patrick  will  pnss  the  right 
ornunting  and  sporting  over  the, lands  of  the  burgh 
na  a  bign  privilege,  and  one  which,  hia  Miyasty  the 
King's  Qraoe  excepted,  is  neither  granted  to  lord  nor 
loon  save  to  pur  Provost  alone." 

As  the  Bonnet-maker  spoke,  there  was  heard  on 
the  left  hand,  the  cry  of,  iSb  sa—waw  wat^^haw" 
heaz  the  shout  of  a  falconer  to  his  hawk. 

*'lQtethinK8  yonder  is  a  fellow  using  the  privilege 
TOO  mention,  who.  from  his  appearance,  is  neither 
Kmg  nor  Provost,"  said  the  Smith. 

""Ajt  marrv,  I  see  him,"  said  the  Bonnet-maker, 
who  ima^nea  the  occasionpresented  a  prime  oppor- 
tonity  to  win  honour.  "  Thou  and  I,  joUy  Smith, 
iviU  pnek  towards  him,  and  put  him  to  the  question.*' 

**  Have  with  you.  then,"  cried  the  Smith ;  and  his 
rompfnion  spurred  his  mare  and  went  oflj  never 
<^bting  that  Qow  was  at  his  heels. 

Bat  Cralgdallie  caught  Henr/s  horse  bv  the  reins. 
"Stand  fast  by  the  standard,"  he  said;  let  us  see 
the  luck  of  our  light  horseman.  If  he  procures  him- 
nlf  a  broken  pate,  he  will  be  quieter  for  the  rest  of  the 
diy," 

From  what  I  already  see,"  said  the  Smitk  "  ho 
mayeaidy  come  by  such  a  boon.  Yonder  fellow, 
who  stops  so  impudently  to  look  at  us,  as  if  he  were 
engaged  m  the  most  lawful  snort  in  the  world— I  guess 
him,  by  his  trotting  hobbler,  nis  rusty  head-piece  with 
the  cock's  ftather,  and  long  two-handed  sword,  to  be 
the  follower  of  somo  of  the  southland  lords— men 
vrho  live  so  near  the  Southern,  that  the  black  jack  is 
never  olT  their  backs,  and  who  are  as  free  of  their 
hlows  as  tliey  are  light  in  their  finders." 

Whilst  they  were  thus  speculstmg  on  the  issue  of 
the  rencounter,  the  valiant  Bonnet-maker  began  to 
rou  up  Jszabel,  in  order  that  the  Smith,  who  he  siill 
eoncluded  was  close  behind,  might  overtake  him,  and 
either  advance  firsts  or  at  least  abreast  of  himself. 
Bat  when  he  saw  him  at  a  hundred  yards  distance, 
itanding  composedly  with  the  rest  of  the  group,  the 
flesh  of  the  champion,  like  that  of  the  old  Spanish 
general,  began  to  tremule,  in  anticipation  of  the  dan- 
gers into  which  his  own  venturous  spirit  was  about 
to  involve  it  Vet  the  consciousness  of  being  eounte- 
[unced  by  the  neighbourhood  of  so  many  friends ;  the 
hopes  that  the  appearance  of  such  odds  must  mtimi- 
date  the  single  intruder,  and  the  shame  of  abandon- 
ing an  entenmsc  in  which  he  hod  volunteered,  and 
when  so  many  persons  must  witness  his  disgrace, 
nmioanted  the  strong  inclination  which  prompted 
him  to  wheel  Jcznbel  to  the  right  about,  and  return 
to  the  friends  whose  protection  he  had  quitted,  as  fast 
V  her  le^i  could  carry  them.  He  accordingly  con- 
tmoed  his  direction  towards  tho  stranger,  who  in- 
creased hia  alarm  considerably,  by  puttmg^his  little 
12^  in  motion,  and  riding  to  meet  nim,  at  a  brisk  trot. 
On  observing  this  ap,parentty  offensive  movement, 
oar  hero  looked  over  his  left  shoulder  more  than  once, 
>*  if  roconnoUring  the  ground  for  a  retreat,  and  in 
Jhe.meonwhilo  came  to  a  decided  halt.  But  the  Phi- 
utine  was  upon  him  ere  the  Bonnet-maker  could  de- 

very  ominoue- 
was  gaunt  and 

__^ .  three  ill-favoured 

*<va.  and  the  whole  man  Had  much  the  air  of  one  ac* 
cuupmed  to  say,  "  Stand  and  deliver,"  to  a  true  man. 
.  This  indi vie!  uBl  began  the  discourse,  by  exclaiming, 
ffl  tones  as  sinister  as  his  looks,—"  The  devil  catch 
jrott  for  a  cuckoo,  why  do  you  ride  across  the  moor 
^9  9po]\  my  sport  T 

Worthy  stranger,"  said  our  friend,  in  the  tone  of 
PUciflc  remonstrance,  "  I  am  Oliver  Proiv-ifute,  a  bur- 
^  of  Perth,  and  a  man  of  substance ;  and  yonder  is 
'he  worshipful  Adam  Craigdallie,  the  oldest  Bailie  of 
we  burgh,  with  the  fighting  Smith  of  the  Wynd,  and 
«»»  or  four  armed  men  more,  who  desire  to  know 
y^r  name,  and  how  you  come  to  take  your  pleasure 
jyer  theae  lands  belonging  to  the  burgh  of  Perth— ol- 
tnoughi  natheless,  I  will  answer  for  them,  u  is  not 
gjir  wish  to  quarrel  with  a  gentleman,  or  stranger, 
2[«ny  accidental  trespass;  only  it  is  their  use  and 
^Qt  not  to  grant  such  leave,  unless  it  is  duly  asked ; 


and— and— thereforo  I  deetre  to  know  your  mnne, 
worthy  sir." 

The  grim  and  loathly  aspect  with  whieh  the  fal- 
coner had  regarded  Oliver  Proudfute  during  his  ha- 
rangue^ had  greatly  disconcerted  him,  and  altogether 
altered  the  character  of  the  inquiry  which,  with  Heniy 
Gow  to  back  him,  he  would  probably  have  thou^^t 
most  fitting  for  the  occasion. 

The  stranger  replied  to  it,  modified  as  it  was,  with 
a  most  wauspiciqus  grin,  which  the  scars  of  his  visage 
made  appear  still  more  repulsive.  "You  want  to 
know  mv  name  7— My  name  is  the  Devil's  Dick  of 
Hellgarth,  wall  known  in  Annandale  fi3r  a  gentle 
Johnstone.  I  follow  the  stout  Laird  of  Wamphray. 
who  rides  with  his  kinsman  the  redonbted  Lord  of 
Johnstone,  who  is  banded  with  the  doughty  E^rl  of 
Doufflas ;  and  the  Earl  and  the  Lord,  and  the  Laird 
and  I  the  Esquire,  fly  our  hawks  where  we  find  our 
game,  and  ask  no  man  whose  ground  we  ride  over."* 

'  I  will  do  yoiu- message,  sir,^^  replied  Oliver  Proud* 
fute,  meekly  enough ;  for  he  be^n  to  be  very  deairoas 
to  get  free  of  the  embassy  which  he  had  so  rashly 
undertaken,  and  was  in  the  act  of  turning  his  horse's 
head,  when  the  Annandale  man  added,— 

'"And  take  vou  this  to  booW  to  keep  you  in  mind 
that  you  met  the  Devil's  Dick,  and  to  teach  you  an- 
other time  to  beware  how  you  spoil  the  sport  of  any 
one  who  wears  the  Hving  spur  on  his  shoulder." 

With  theso  words  he  applied  two  or  three  smart 
blows  of  his  riding-rod  upon  the  luckless  Bonnet* 
maker' s  head  and  person.  Some  of  them  hgh  ted  upon 
Jezebel,  who,  turning  sharply  round,  laid  her  rider 
upon  the  moor,  and  galloped  back  towards  the  partjc 
of  citizens. 

,  Proudfute,  thus  overthrown,  began  lo  cry  for  as- 
sistance in  no  very  manly  voice,  and  almost  in  the 
same  breath  to  whimper  for  mercy ;  for  his  antago- 
nist, dismounting  almost  as  soon  as  he  fieU,  ofTered  a 
whinger,  or  large  wood-knif&  to  his  throat,  while  he 
rifled  the  pockets  of  the  unlucky  citizen,  and  even 
examined  his  hawking  bag,  swearing  two  or  three 
grisly  oaths,  that  he  would  have  what  it  contained, 
since  the  wearer  had  interrupted  his  sport.  He  pulled 
the  belt  rudely  ofli  terrifying  the  prostrate  Bonnet- 
maker  still  more  by  the  regardless  violence  which  he 
used,  as,  instead  of  taking  the  pains  to  unbuckle  the 
strap,  he  drew  till  the  fastening  gave  way.  Bui  ap- 
parently it  contained  nothing  to  his  mind.  He  threw 
It  carelessly  from  him,  and  at  the  same  time  suffered 
the  dismounted  cavaher  to  rise,  while  he  himself  re- 
mounted his  hobbler,  and  looked  towards  the  rest  of 
Oliver's  party,  who  were  now  advancing. 

When  they  hsd  seen  their  delegate  overthrown, 
there  was  some  laughter ;  so  muchnad  the  vaunting 
humour  of  the  Bonnet-maker  prepared  his  friends  to 
rejoice,  when,  aS  Henry  Smith  termed  it,  they  saw 
their  Oliver  meet  with  a  Rowland.  But  when  the 
Bonnet-maker's  adversary  was  seen  to  bestride  him, 
and  handle  him  in  the  manner  described,  the  armour- 
er could  hold  out  no  longer.  "Please  you,  good 
Master  Bailie^  I  cannot  endure  to  see  our  townsman 
beaten  and  nfled,  and  like  to  be  murdered  before  ns 
nil.  It  reflects  upon  the  Fair  Town;  and  if  it  is 
neighbour  Proudfute's  raisfortime,  it  is  our  shame.  I 
must  to  his  rescue." 

*'  We  will  all  go  to  his  rescue,"  answered  Bailis 
Craigdallie:  "but  let  no  man  strike  without  order 
from  me.  Wc  have  more  feuds  on  our  hands,  it  is  to 
be  feared,  than  we  have  strength  to  bring  to  good  end. 
And  therefore  I  charge  you  all,  more  especially  you, 
Henry  of  the  Wynd,  in  the  name  of  the  Fair  City, 
that  you  make  no  stroke  but  in  self-defence."  They 
all  advanced,  therefore,  in  a  body ;  and  the  appear- 
ance of  such  a  number  drove  the  plunderer  from  his 
booty.  He  stood  at  gaze,  however,  at  some  distance, 
like  the  wolf,  which,  though  it  retreats  before  ths 
dogs,  cannot  be  brought  to  absolute  flight. 

•  Bvcrj  Scotchman  miut  n^ni  timt  tlie  aame  of  Johaitons 
aliould  liav«  dimppeared  from  tho  poerafe,  nnd  hope  that  cie 
long  aonto  one  of  the  many  clainuintii  for  tlie  minor  Uoooort  at 
iMHt  of  the  houM  of  Annandale  may  make  out  a  ca«;  to  ttio  aa* 
tiafaetton  of tlie  Houteof  Lorda.  TIm  great eatatet  of  llie  ramuy 
are  atill  nearly  entire,  and  in  worttiy  liondt :— ttoajr  have  paxsM 
to  9  younger  brandi  of  iho  noblo  home  of  Hopewas,  one  of  tfa« 
dttunanli  of  Uie  eJder  titlea. 
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Henry,  M«niK  this  slats  of  ibinRe,  >purri?d  liia  horse ' 
and  advanced  Iir  belorc  the  refi  of  the  pony,  up  lo- . 
wards  the  ^cene  of  Oliver  Proudfule's  miirorlunr.  I 
HiB  lirel  lask  "as  lo  cnleh  Jeiabol  by  the  flowine 
rein,  and  Ilia  aeii  to  lead  bcr  [o  meei  her  diacanifiitd 
Diasier,  who  was  cripplinK  lowarda  him,  hia  cloihea 
tniich  Bodfd  wiih  lin  rail,  hia  eyea  iireaming  wiih 
lears.  rrom  |>Din  as  u-ill  na  moriilioailan,  ana  allo- 

dapper  iinpnriaiirc  of  lila  ordinary  uppearnncc,  Ihat 
lbs  liono&t  Smith  felt  compassion  for  the  htllc  man, 
and  uiii«  rcmocBB  at  havinfi  left  him  exposed  lo  uch 
diigraM.  All  men,  I  bclMve,  enjoy  an  ill-naiored 
joke.  The  difC'ivnee  is,  that  an  ill-naiuted  person 
can  drink  ont  to  very  drega  tlie  amtievineni  which  it 
aftbrda,  while  the  belter  niautded  mind  soon  loi» 
.1.. r  .L.  _j:...i —  ._  Bynipaihy  for  the  pain 


Uicked  anuatniguled  when  you  wcr 

■'  Did  1 1"  beSTpoot  Prnuaruie ;  " 

Lerit-butlknoi      ■ ' 


my  MSI  pon 
id  ihey  si  I  SI 


Einujtr  the  ridicuiouB  it 
itch  yon  up  in 


(ingOliv. 


tnilh,  disi: 


scddle  Benin,  nelch- 


an>wctc:d  Henry,  "and  of 

ihydeaperale  rally  even  now.    Mark  nhal  I  iiy  la 

Sailie  Craigdallie.  and  make  the  best  of  it." 

"It  is  nolthati  require  any  etidence  in  my  raraui, 

ir  I  am  an  brave  hy  naruro  as  most  me~  --  °-"'- 

-bnionly" Here  tbo  man  ofvalou 

"  But  only  what  1"  inouired  the  stout  ai 

"But  only  I  am  afroid  ofbeins  killed.    To  leiTt 
tny  pretty  »"         ' 


ly  miRhi  have  done. 

"  May  God  forBive  you,  neighbour  Smith,  for  not 
backing  of  me  I  I  would  not  have  believed  in  it, 
dioiigh  fitly  credible  witnesses  had  sworn  it  of  you. 

Sucb  were  ihe  tirst  words,  spoken  in  sorraw  marc 
Ihnu  anger,  by  which  the  dismayed  OUvcr  vented  hie 
tixlinsr. 

"  The  Baitio  kepi  hold  of  my  horse  by  the  bridli . 
and  brBideS,"  Henry  contlnutHT,  with  a  smile,  u^ich 
even  hia  rampnssion  could  not  mijipresK,  "  I  ihouahi 
yoq  would  have  accused  me  of  diminishinB  your  ho- 
nour, if  I  broughl  you  aid  against  a  sii 
cheer  lip!  the  villain  look  fi>ut  odd) 
horse  oui  bdng  well  ai  commiind." 

"  T^at  ia  irue — Ibal  IB  true,"  said  Oliver,  eagady 
caichinx  at  tha  apology. 

"  And  vonder  atanila  the  faitour,  Fejmein;!  ai  ih« 
mlKhicf  he  hiu  done,  and  iriumphins  in  your  over~ 
throw,  likclhcKinsinlheironiniice,  who  played  ur~~ 


uirow,  jiKe  ine  lum 
the  fiddle  whitst  a 


e  ihon 


with  mn  anil  ihou  slinfl  see  how  we  will  bandle  him 
— Xay,  fLiu  not  that  I  will  demrl  ibce  Ihi*  lime." 

So  eayina,  lie  cau^t  Jt'Zabel  by  ihs  nin,  and  Ral- 
loping  aloiigtidc  of  tier,  wilhaut  giving  Oliveriimo  lb 
express  a  nesalivp,  he  rushed  lownrds  Ibe  Devil'f 
Dick,  who  hod  halted  on  the  lup  of  a  nsinR  ground 
at  Biuiio dislanee.  Thi;  penile  Johnstone,  however. 
eilhorinat  be  thought  the  rantcst  uncqa.il,  or  thai 
he  had  fiDight  enouuh  for  ihe  day,  snapping  Ills  Tin. 
Mr*,  ami  llirowinghis  li.ind  out  with  oneir  of  deti. 
aucu,  rpurred  his  horse  into  a  neielibouring  bos. 
through  which  lui  accmrd  lo  fluiler  like  a  wild-duck. 
iwiii(nns  hi«  lure  round  his  lien d,  and  whistling  ic 
his  hawK  all  the  while,  though  any  other  horse  anc 
rider  musi  have  bvcu  instantly  bogged  up  to  thi 
aaddle-gtrlhs. 

"  There  gowi  n  llio rough-bred  moss-trooper,"  adid 
Ihe  Smith.  "  Thnt  Idluw  will  fighi  or  flee 
his  liuiDour,  and  there  i<>  no  use  to  nur>ue  h 
more  than  lo  hum  a  wild  goose.  He  has  eal  youi 
purse.  I  doiibl  me,  for  they  addom  leave  on  till  lliev 
arc  full-handed." 

"  Ye— ;■«— yes,"  said  Proudfuie,  In  a  melancholy 
tonsi  "hohaspol  my  puree— but  there  is  less — • 
ler  since  hchnth  Icfl  Ihe  hawktn^-beg." 

"  iVny.  the  hawkini;-bag  had  been  an  emblem  of 
petiionni  victory,  to  bo  sure— a  trophy,  as  the  m' 
•iivIb  cnil  it." 

"  There  is  more  in  it  than  that,  friend,"  laid  Olii 


is  well,  neighboi 

speak  in  your  own  si-halnrTv  ii 
yoii  hare  seen  the 


love  to  hear  you 

.   itid  re[>aineii  the 
irophies  you  had  lost  when  laken  ni  ndvanraec." 

Ah,  Henry  Qow— Henry  Gow !"  aaid  theHonnel. 
mnk'-r,  and  stopped  ahon  with  a  deep  sigh,  nearly 

"''"lvhai'u''ihe*^Bilcr  ?"  BBkei!  his  friend;  "whai 

"  I  have  some  euspiaon,  my  dearest  friend,  Henr,- 
Smith,  ihul  the  villum  ftcdforleatofyou,  noiof  i      '" 

"DonolthinkBO,"  n^nlied  the  armourer;  "he  __  . 
jwo  men  and  lied,  and  hIio  can  tell  whether  he  fled  foi 


n  Perth 


...-  and  my  young  familv,  rou  know, 
sad  chanpe,  Smith.  You  willknowihii 
lurowncase,  and  will  fcclabatcd  incoo- 


It  is  like  lhat  I  may,"  said  the 
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puBt  of  a  Drummond  !"  exclaimed  thi 

.      -onacience,  man,  h  will  put  j-ou  in  (ed 

with  the  whole  clan— not  the  least  wrathful  in  Um 
countr]',  ns  I  lake  it." 
"  Si.  .Andrew,  man.  you  put  mc  oiil ! — I  meoa  • 

ra,  ana  hadilpainuiiand  cnrred  somi- 

, ..  Soldan  or  .Saracen,  and  with  hitn  1 

breathe  inyaeir,  and  will  wield  my  twn.handed  ivoia 

acainat  liiin,  lliniBt  or  point,  for  an  hour  logelher. 

^■That  mu*l  make  you  familiar  with  Uie  aittl 

your  weapon,"  aaid  ihe  Smi'h. 

"  Ay,  marry  dues  i(— and  sometimea  I  will  plan 

tauabunnFttanold  one.  most  likely)  on  myFoIau'i 
eail,  and  cleave  it  wiih  such  a  downiight  blow,  tbil, 
iniroth,^  thchifidclhas  but  hltle  of  his  skull  remsm- 

'■  That  is  unlucky,  for  j-ou  will  lose  your  practicft" 
s.iid  Henry.—"  Bat  how  say  voii.  Bonnei-makctl  I 
wUl  put  on  my  head-piece  and  corslet  one  day,  m 
j-ou  eliall  hew  at  me,  allowiname  my  brosdswiinlto 
panr  and  pay  back  7    Eh,  what  soy  you  T' 

"  By  no  manner  of  meana,  my  dear  fiiend.  1 
should  do  you  loo  much  evil ;— besides,  lo  tell  f(B 
theltuih,  Islnke  far  morefnT:Iy  at  a  helmet  or  boniA 
when  it  ia  aet  on  my  wooden  Soldan— ihcn  I  iP 
sure  lo  fetch  it  down.  But  when  there  la  a  plDmltl 
feathers  in  it  thai  noil,  and  two  eyes  gleaming  E<R?I 
from  under  the  shadow  of  the  visor,  aad  when  thi 
whole  ia  dancing  aboul  here  and  there,  I  sckwi*' 
ledge  jl  puis  out  my  hand  offence." 

"  Su,  if  men  would  but  stand  stock  still  tike  T» 
Scldnn,  you  would  play  the  lyraut  with  them,  UasM 
Ptoudfute  1" 

"In  lime,  _.. 

answered  Olive  .       __. ^  

rest  of  them  ;  Bailie  Criigdsllis  1o<Jis  angii^bnlilii 
nai  his  kind  of  anger  lhat  frishiena  n:*.'' 

Yon  are  to  recollect,  gentle  teadtr,  that  SB  Moa  U 
the  Rnilie,  and  those  who  ntiended  him,  aawlhal  lb 
Smith  had  come  up  to, he  forlorn  Bonnei-maker.  sod 

that  the  stranger  had  retreated,  theygara  th "" 

nolrouhle  about  advancing  fartliet  lo  his  al_ 
which  they  regonled  as  qinte  luBiired  by  ths  pi 


ibied  Henry  Qow.    They  h«d  n 

.  — J  ..  t-.-r -'wireu*  that  iioiiiin 

.—...J    ....  — -..  their  misaion.    A 

some  lime  had  elapsed  ere  iheBonnct'makerandlh 
Smith  rejoined  Ihe  parly.  Bailie  Crvigdatlie  aske 
them,  and  Henrj'  Smith  m  particular,  what  ilia 
mean  by  dallnng  awayprcciouB  time  by  tkiing  a 
hill  nfler  the  falconer. 


GM».vnz.] 


TBB  FAIR  1CAI0  OF  PERTH. 


''Br  the  mta&  it  was  not  mv  foult  Master  BaiUe," 
npliaa  the  Smitn.  "If  ye  will  couple  up  an  ordioa- 
rj  low-cooatry  sreyhouod  with  a  highland  wolf-dos, 
fpQ  most  not  Dlame  the  first  of  them  for  taking  the 
mction  in  which  it  pleases  the  last  to  drag  him  on. 
It  was  BO,  and  not  otnerwiae,  with  my  neighbour  OH- 
ra  ProudfuteL  He  no  sooner  got  up  from  the  ground, 
but  he  mounted  his  mare  like  a  flash  of  lightning,  and, 
enraged  at  the  nnknightly  advantage  which  yonder 
FBSou  had  taken  of  his  stumbling  horse,  he  flew  after 
hm  l&e  a  dromedary.  I  could  not  but  follow,  both 
to  prevent  a  second  stumble,  and  secure  our  over 
bold  fKeod  and  champion  from  the  chance  of  some 
imbosh  at  the  top  of  the  hUl.  But  the  villain,  who 
is  afolbwer  of  some  Lord  of  the  Marches,  and  wears 
a  winged  spur  for  his  cognizance^  fled  from  our  neigh- 
bour Use  fire  from  f^ntr 

The  senior  Bailie  of  Perth  listened  with  surprise  to 
the  legend  ^ich  it  had  pleased  Gow  to  circulate: 
for,  thocwh  not  much  canng  for  the  matter,  he  had 
always  ooobted  the  Bonnet-maker's  romancing  ac- 
ooant  of  hia  own  exploits,  which  hereafter  he  must 
hold  as  in  some  degree  orthodox.  The  shrewd  old 
Glover  looked  closer  into  the  matter. 

''.You  will  drive  the  poor  Bonnet-maker  mad,"  he 
whispersd  to  Henry,  "and  set  him  a-ringin^hisclap- 
ptr,  as  if  he  were  a  town-bell  on  a  rejoicing  day, 
when  for  order  and  decency  it  were  better  he  were 

"0,  by  Our  Lady,  father,"  rephed  the  Smith.  "I 
lofe  the  poor  little  braggadocio,  and  could  not  thmk  of 
bis  atting  rueflil  and  auent  in  the  Provost's  hall,  while 
all  the  rest  of  them,  and  in  especial  that  venomous 
Pottingar,  were  telling  their  mind." 

"Thou  art  even  too  good-natured  a  fellow.  Hen- 
ly,''  answered  Simon.  '  But  mark  the  difference  oe- 
twizt  these  two  men.  The  harmless  little  Bonnet- 
msker  assumes  the  airs  of  a  dragon,  to  disguise  his 
Bataral  cowardice :  while  the  Pottingar  wufiilly  do- 
ves to  show  hinnself  timid,  poor-spirited,  and  humble, 
to  conceal  the  danger  of  nis  temper.  The  adder  is 
not  the  less  deaidly  that  he  creeps  under  a  stone.  I 
tell  thee,  son  Henry,  that  for  all  his  sneaking  looks, 
ind  timorous  talking,  this  wretched  anatomy  loves 
mischiflf  more  than  ne  fears  danger. — ^Biit  here  we 
stand  in  finont  of  the  Provost's  castle ;  and  a  lordly 
pace  is  Kinfauns.  and  a  credit  to  the  city  it  is.  to 
have  the  owner  of  such  a  gallant  castle  for  its  chief 
majsistrate." 

.  '  A  goodly  fortalijce.  indeed,"  said  the  Smith  look- 
ing at  the  broad  winding  Tay,  as  it  swept  under  the 
bank  on  which  the  castle  stood,  like  its  modem  suc- 
Msaor,  and  seemed  the  queen  of  the  valley,  although, 
mi  the  oppoaite  aide  of  the  river,  the  strong  walls  of 
Blcho  appeared  to  dispute  the  pre-eminence.  Elcho, 
boweveri  was  in  that  age  a  peaceful  nunnery,  and  the 
walls  with  which  it  was  surrounded  were  the  barri- 
ara  of  secluded  vestals,  not  the  bulwarks  of  an  arm- 
ed garrison.  *'  'Tis  a  brave  castle,"  said  the  armour- 
er, again  looking  at  the  towers  of  Kinfauns,  "  and 
the  braastplate  and  target  of  the  bonnie  course  of 
toe  Tay.  ft  were  worth  lipping*  a  good  blade,  before 
wrong  were  ofTered  to  it." 

The  porter  of  Kinfkuns,  who  knew  firom  a  distance 
the  persons  and  characters  of  the  party,  had  already 
opened  the  eourt*yard  jgate  for  their  entrance,  and 
■ant  notice  to  Sir  Patnck  Charteris,  that  the  eldest 
Bailie  of  Perth,  with  some  other  good  citizens,  were 
approaching  the  castle.  The  good  knight,  who  was 
letnng  ready  for  a  hawkhig  party,  heard  the  intima- 
tion, with  pretty  much  the  same  feelmgs  that  the 
modem  representative  of  a  bur^h  hears  of  the  me- 
naced visitatkin  of  a  party  of  his  worthy  electors,  at 
a  tune  rather  unseasonable  for  their  reception.  That 
^  he  mteraally  devoted  the  intruders  to  Mahound 
w  Termagant,  and  outwardly  ^ave  orders  to  re- 
oetvethem  with  alldecoram  and  civility;  cominand- 
«  the  sewers  to  bring  hot  venison  steaks  and  cold 
baked  meat^  into  the  knightly  hall  with  all  despatch, 

£tnd  the  butler  to  broach  nis  casks,  and  do  his  duty; 
r  if  the  Fau'  City  of  Perth  sometimes  filled  his  eel- 
r«  her  dtixens  were  always  equally  ready  to  assist 
t  emptying  hja  flagons. 

r>  i- ••  aakiaff  Botehsa  in  a  twecdp  or  kallh. 


The  good  borghers  were  reverantly  marshalled  into 
the  haU,  where  the  knight,  who  was  in  a  riding  ha- 
bit, and  booted  up  to  the  middle  of  his  thighs,  re- 
ceived them  with  a  mixture  of  courtesy  and  patro- 
nising condescension ;  wishing  them  all  the  while  at 
the  bottom  of  the  Tav,  on  account  of  the  interraption 
their  nrrival  gave  to  his  proposed  amusement  of  the 
morning.  He  met  them  in  the  midst  of  the  hall, 
with  bare  head  and  bonnet  in  hand,  and  some  such 
salutation  as  the  following :— "  Ha,  my  Master  Eld- 
est Bailia  and  you,  worthy  Simon  Olover,  fathers  of 
the  Fair  City;— and yoiL  my  learned  Pottingar; — and 
you,  stout  Smith ;— ana  my  slashing  Bonnet-maker 
too,  who  cracks  more  skulls  than  lie  covera,  how 
come  I  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  so  many  friends 
so  early?  I  was  thinking  to  see  my  hawks  fly,  and 
your  company  will  make  the  sport  more  pleasant— 
lAHde.  I  trast  in  Our  Lady  they  may  break  their 
necks  I) — that  is,  always,  unless  the  city  have  any 
commands  to  lay  on  me— Butler  Gilbert,  despatcn, 
thou  knave— But  I  hope  you  have  no  more  grave  er- 
rand than  to  trv  if  the  roalvoisie  holds  its  flavour  T' 
.The  dty  delegates  answered  to  their  Provost's 
civilities  by  inclinations  and  congees,  more  or  less 
characteristic,  of  which  the  Pottiugar's  bow  was  the 
lowest,  and  the  Smith's  the  least  ceremonious.  Pro- 
bably he  knew  his  own  value  as  a  fighting  man  upon 
occasion.  To  the  general  compliment  the  elder 
Bailie  replied. 

"  Sir  Patrick  Charteris,  and  our  noble  Lord  Pro- 
vost," said  Craigdallie,  gravely,  "had  our  errand 
been  to  enjoy  the  hospitality  with  which  we  have 
been  often  regaled  here,  our  manners  would  have 
taught  us  to  tarry  till  your  lordship  had  invited  us,  as 
on  other  occaaions.  And  as  to  hawking,  we  have 
had  enough  on't  for  one  morning ;  smoe  a  wild  fel- 
low, who  was  flying  a  falcon  harci  by  on  the  moor, 
unhorsed  and  cudgelled  our  worthy  friend  Oliver 
Bonnet-maker,  or  Proudfute.  as  some  men  call  him, 
merely  because  he  questioned  him,  in  your  honour's 
name,  and  the  town  of  Perth's,  who  or  what  he  was 
that  took  so  much  upon  him." 

"And  what  account  gave  he  of  himself?"  said  the 
Provost.  "  By  St.  John  I  I  will  teach  him  to  fore- 
stall my  sport  P' 

"  So  please  your  lordship."  said  the  Bonnet-maker, 
**he  did  take  me  at  disadvantage.  But  I  got  on 
horseback  asain  afterwards,  and  pricked  after  him 
gallantly.    He  calls  himself  Richaitl  the  Devil." 

"  How,  man  1  he  that  the  rhymes  and  romances 
are  made  on  T  said  the  Provost.  "I  thought  that 
amaik's  name  had  been  Robert" 

"  I  trow  they  be  different,  my  lord ;  I  only  graced 
this  fellow  with  the  full  title,  for  indeed  he  called 
himself  the  Devil's  Dick,  snd  said  he  was  a  John- 
stone, and  a  follower  of  the  lord  of  that  Aame.  But 
I  putnim  back  into  the  boo,  and  recovered  my  hawk- 
ing bag,  which  he  had  takisn  when  I  was  at  disad- 
vantage." .  „.„    . 

Sh-  Patrick  paused  for  an  mstant  We  have 
heard."  said  he,  "  of  the  Lord  of  Johnstqii&  and  of 
his  followers.  Little  is  to  be  had  by  meddling  with 
them.— Smith,  tell  me.  dkl  yon  endure  this  T' 

"  Ay,  faith  did  I,  Sir  Patrick ;  having  command 
fh)m  my  belters  not  to  help." ,    «. 

"  Wefl,  if  thou  satst  down  with  it,**  said  the  Pro- 
vost, "  I  see  not  why  we  should  rise  up ;  especially  as 
Master  Oliver  Proudfute,  though  uken  at  advantage 
at  first,  has,  as  he  has  told  us,  recovered  his  reputa- 
tion and  that  cf  the  burgh.  But  here  comes  the  wine 
at  length.  Fill  round  to  my  good  friends  and  gnats 
till  the  wine  leap  over  the  cup.  Prosperity  to  St 
Johnston,  and  a  merry  welcome  to  you  all,  my  honest 
friends!  And  now  sit  you  to  eat  a  morsel  for  the 
sun  is  high  up.  and  it  must  be  long  smce  you  thnfty 
men  have  broken  your  fhst."  ,  ^  ....   .. 

''Before  we  eat,  my  Lord  Provost,"  said  the 
Bailie,  "let  us  tell  you  the  pressing  cause  of  our 
coming,  which  as  yet  we  have  not  touched  upon. 

"nSv,  prithee,  Bailie,"  said  the  Pipvost,  ."put  it 
ofiT  till  mou  hast  eaten.  Somecomplamt  against  UM 
rascally  jackmen  and  retainers  of  the  nobler  for 
playing  at  football  on  the  streets  of  the  buigo,  or 
some  such  goodly  matter." 


CHROmCLES  OF  THB  CiUYOIf  GATE. 


LCkAfwIX 


"  Na  mjF  lord,"  mU  CraigdaUie,  •loutiy  and  finn- 
Iv.  **  It  is  the  Jackman's  maatert  of  whom  we  com- 
DUim,  for  playing  at  football  with  the  honour  of  our 
ftiffpi*^  and  using  as  little  ceremony  with  our  dausfa- 
ters'  alegping  chambers,  as  if  they  were  in  a  bordel  at 
Paris.  A  party  of  reiving  night- walkcrBj—courtiera, 
and  men  of  rank,  as  there  is  out  too  much  reason  to 
betieTSL— attempted  to  acale  the  windows  of  Smion 
Glovers  house  last  night ;  they  stood  in  their  de- 
fence with  drawn  weapons  when  they  were  inter- 
rupted by  Henry  Smith,  and  fought  till  they  were 
driven  on  by  the  rising  of  the  citiiens." 

**  How  T  said  Sir  Patrick,  setting  down  the  cup 
which  be  was  about  to  raise  to  his  head.  "Codia- 
body,  make  that  manifest  to  me,  and  by  the  soul  of 
Thomaa  of  Longueville,  I  will  see  you  righted  with 
mv  best  power,  were  it  to  cost  me  life  and  land. — 
Who  attests  this  7— Simon  Glover,  you  are  held  an 
honest  and  a  cautious  man—do  you  take  the  truth  of 
this  charge  upon  your  conscience  7" 

"My  lord,"  said  Simon,  "understand  I  am  no 
willing;  eomplainer  in  this  weighty  mauer.  No  da- 
magenas  arisen,  save  to  the  breakers  of  the  peace 
themselves.  I  fear  only  great  power  could  have  en- 
couraged such  lawless  audacity;  and  I  were  un- 
willing to  put  feud  between  my  natiye  town  and  aome 
powerful  nobleman  on  my  account  But  it  has  been 
said,  that  if  I  hang  back  in  prosecuting  this  com- 
plaint, it  will  be  as  much  as  admitting  that  my  daugh- 
ter expected  such  a  visit,  which  is  a  direct  falsehood. 
Therafore,  my  lord,  I  will  tell  vour  lordship  what 
happened,  so  fer  as  I  know,  aod  leave  farther  pro* 
ceeding  lo  your  wisdom."  Be  then  told,  fiom  point 
to  point,  aU  that  he  had  seen  of  the  attack. 

Sir  Patrick  Charteris.  listening  with  much  atten- 
tion, secmcKl  particularly  struck  with  the  escape  of 
the  man  who  had  been  made  prisoner.  "  Strange,*' 
he  aaki,  "  that  you  did  not  secure  him  when  you  nad 
him.  Did  you  not  look  at  him  so  as  to  know  him 
aiuunT" 

"**i  had  but  the  li^t  of  a  lantern,  my  Lord  Pro- 
vost ;  and  as  to  suSenng  him  to  eeciq>e,  I  w§8  alonob" 
said  the  Glover,  "  ana  old.  But  yet  I  might  have 
kept  him,  had  I  not  heard  my  daughter  shnek  in  the 
upper  room ;  and  ere  I  had  returno]  from  her  cham- 
ber, the  man  had  escaped  through  the  garden." 

*  Now^  armourer^  aa  a  true  man,  and  a  good  aol- 
uer,"  said  Sir  Patnck,  "  tell  me  what  you  know  of 
this  matter." 

Henry  Gow,  in  his  own  deckled  styles  gave  a  brief 
but  clear  narrative  of  the  whoJe  afbir. 

Honest  Proudfiite  being  next  called  upon,  bogan 
Ua  atateroeat  with  an  air  of  more  importance. 
Touching  this  avrliil  and  astounding  tumult  within 
the  buigh,  I  cannot  altogether,  it  is  true,  say  with 
Henry  Gow,  that  I  saw  Die  very  beginning.  But  it 
will  not  be  deniad  that  I  beheld  a  great  part  of  the  Lat- 
ter oBd,  and  espeeiallx  that  I  procured  the  evidenoe 
most  enectual  to  convict  the  knaves." 

"And  virhat  is  it,  man  7"  said  Sir  Patrick  Charteris. 
**  Never  loee  time  fumbling  and  prating  about  it. 
Whatiaitf* 

I  have  brought  your  loriship,  in  this  pooeh,  what 

^qf  the  rogues  left  behind  him,"  said  the  little  man. 
It  IS  a  trophv  which,  in  good  faith  and  honest 

£Mi,  I  do  oonfeas  I  won  not  by  the  blade,  but  I  daim 
s.eredit  of  aecuriog  it  with  that  presence  of  mind 
which  few  men  possees  amidst  flashing  torchee  and 
clashing  weapons.    I  seciiied  it,  my  lord,  and  htn 

IX  IB," 

So  saying,  be  produosd.  from  the  hawking  pooeh 
already  mentioned,  the  atifiened  hand  which  had  been 
fimnd  on  the  scene  of  the  skirmish. 

"Nay,  Bonnet-maker"  and  the  Provost,  "Pll 
wairant  thee  man'enongh  to  aecnrs  a  rogue's  hand 
after  it  is  cut  from  the  body.— What  do  you  look  ao 
buady  fer  in  joor  bag  7" 

"There abould  have  been— -there  was— a rinjL  my 
lora,  which  wae  on  the  knave's  finger.    I  fear  foave 

n  fbrgatfiil,  and  left  it  at  home,  Tor  I  took  it  off  to 

»w  to  my  wilc^  as  ahe  cared  not  to  took  upon  the 
band,  as  women  love  not  such  sights.  But  yet 
nght  I  bad  put  it  on  the  finflv  again.  Never- 
theless It  must,  I  bethink  ns^  be  at  bona.    I  wiU 


ride  back  fer  it,  aad  Heny  fihnitb  will  ut  ilfiqf 
vriih  me." 
"We  will  aU  trot  with  thee^"  said  Sir 


Patnk 

Charteris^  "since  I  am  for  Perth  myaelC  Look  jpa, 
honest  burghers  and  good  neighbours  of  Perth,  vea 
may  have  thought  me  unapt  to  be  moved  by  U^ 
complaints  and  trivial  bieacheaof  your  privilefes^  soca 
as  small  trespaasee  on  your  garoe^  the  barooa  fe«ew> 
era  playing  football  in  the  street,  and  euch  like;  Bel, 
by  the  soul  of  Thomas  of  Longueville,  yon  i^all  net 
find  Patrick  Charteris  slothful  m  a  matter  of  tUaiM- 


daimed'of  the  owner,  if  his  comrades  cf  tba  retri 
have  but  one  spaik  of  honour  in  them.— Haik  jmt 
Gerard— get  me  some  half-score  of  gaod  nasii  ibsibb^ 
ly  to  horse,  and  let  them  take  jack  and  ^ewr.  Jtan 
while,  neighbours,  if  feud  arise  out  of  thw,  as  is  warn 
likely,  we  must  come  to  each  other's  support.  U  wtf 
poor  house  be  attacked,  how  many  vma  vrill 


poor  nouse  oe  aitacxea,  now  many  bbsb  vnu  ysa 
bring  to  my  support  7" 

The  burghers  looked  at  Henry  Gow,  to  whoB  thir 
instinctively  turned  when  sueh  matters  were  oaoi^ 
sed.  "I  will  answer,"  said  he^  "lor  fifhroociti- 
lows  to  be  assembled  ere  the  common  bcU  ms  nm 
ten  minutes ;  fer  a  thouaand,  in  the  s^aco  ^  is 
hour." 

"It  is  well,"  answered  the  gallant  Provost  ^  ** 
in  the  case  of  need,  I  will  oeme  to  aid  tha  Fair 
vrith  such  men  aa  I  can  make.    And  now, 
friends^  let  ua  to  horse;'^ 
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If!  know  haw  te 

Thai  Uirast  4i«ord«tr  upoa 

Mevw  b«lioT«  le    ' 

It  was  early  in  the  afternoon  of  St. 
that  the  Prior  of  the  Oorainieans  '  ^  ^  . 
discharge  of  his  dutiee  as  ponfieaeor  to  a  pcniteot  ef 
no  amaU  importance.  This  was  an  eUeriy  man,  of  s 
goodly  presence,  a  florid  and  healthfiil  chesk,  the  on* 
der  part  of  which  was  shaded  by  a  venerable  vrUu 
beard,  which  deecended  over  his  doboib.  The  laqp 
and  dear  blue  eyesi  with  the  broad  Wfwwise  ef  teow, 
expressed  dignity  i  but  it  waa  of  a  diancter  whieh 
aeemed  more  accustomed  to  receive  honours  vsli 
rily  paidL  than  to  enforce  them  when  thay 
aed.  Tnegood-natureof  theezpreesioii  wassojnsi 
as  to  approach  to  defeneeleas  simplicitv  or  waama 
of  character,  unfit,  it  m||i^t  be  inferred,  to  vepd  ia> 
trusion,  or  subdue  rsswtance.  Amongat  the  pif 
k>cka  <a  this  personage  was  placed  a  amall  ardat  <r 
coronet  of  gold,  upon  e  Uoe  fillet.  Hb  bead^  whiek 
were  larne  and  oonspicuouik  wereof  nativegold,  nds- 
ly  enough  wrought,  but  oraameatad  witn  Seetliik 
pearls,  of  rare  aia  and  beauty.  These  wars  his  osly 
ornamental  and  a  longcrimaon  robe  of  sdk,  tadW 
a  sash  of  the  same  colour,  formed  his  attire.  Bm 
shriA  being  finishedt  he  aroa^  heavily  fran  thecpB* 
broidered  coehion  upon  which  he  anealed  dorag 
his  confession,  and  by  the  assistaace  of  a  craiel^ 
headed  staffer  ebony,  moved,  lama  and  angr 
ly,  and  with  apparent  pain,  to  a  chairof  at^tsr' 
surmounted  by  a  canopy,  was  plaeed  for  jut 
modation  by  the  chimney  of  the  lofty  and  * 
meot. 

Thia  was  Robert  third  of  that  nama,  and  the  sr 
cond  of  the  ill-feted  femilr  of  Siewan,  who  fiUsd  ihs 
throne  of  Scotland.  He  had  many  virtnsa,  aad  aw 
not  vrithout  talent ;  but  it  waa  his  gnat  miafcitiiBa 
that,  like  othereof  his  devoted  Itneb  hw  meriiawni 
not  of  a  kind  auited  to  the  part  wfaldi  ha  was  caM 
upon  to  perform  m  life.  The  kingof  so  flares  apea* 
pie  as  the  Soote  then  wenw  ought  to  have  baaa  wa^ 
like,  prompt,  and  active,  libaral  in  rawardnw  airvh 
cea,  atriot  m  puniahing  crimes  s  ons  whose  cflam 
should  make  him  feared  as  well  aa  balovad.   IW 

aualittes  of  Robert  the  Third  ware  the  ravens  sf  al 
beee.  In  youth  he  had  indeed  aeea  batuaij  hiL 
without  incumng  disgraesb  ha  had  navar  maarflaMl 
the  chivalrous  love  en  war  and  peri!,  ar  the  aagv  d» 
"irrTiTdisfinfniihhnnaslfhTniniiiiiiUBSifMsiWiinm 
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vUeh  that  sge  ezpciBttd  fiom  all  who  wen  of  noble 

birth,  and  biM  daims  to  authority. 
Baiidea,  hie  military  eai^er  waa  ▼eryebort.  Amidst 

the  tomul  t  of  a  toarnament,  the  young  £arl  of  Carrick, 
•abh  waa  then  hie  title,  receiTed  a  kick  from  the 
hone  of  Sir  Jamea  Douglas  of  Dalkeith ;  in  conae- 
qoeoce  of  which,  he  waa  lame  for  the  rest  of  hia  life, 
•ad  absolutely  diaabled  from  taking  share  either  in 
wtiftre,  or  ui  the  military  sports  and  tournaments 
which  were  ita  imtijse.  As  Robert  had  never  testified 
Boch  predilection  ior  violent  exertion,  he  did  not  pro- 
bably much  regret  the  incapacities  which  exempted 
him  from  these  active  scenes.  But  his  misfortune, 
er  rather  its  conaequencee,  lowered  him  in  the  eyes 
of  a  fiorce  nobihty  and  warlike  people.  He  was 
obliged  to  repose  the  principal  chargeof  his  afTairs,  now 
ia  one  member,  now  in  another,  of  hia  familv ;  some- 
tioMSwitb  the  actual  rank,  and  always  with  the  power, 
of  Lieutenant-general  of  the  kingdom.  His  paternal 
aAsction  would  have  induced  him  to  use  the  assistance 
of  hia  ddeat  eon,  a  youiu;  man  of  spirit  and  talent, 
wbom  in  fondness  he  baa  created  Duke  of  Rotha&y, 
ia  order  to  give  him  the  present  possession  of  a  dig- 
nity next  to  that  of  the  throna*  But  the  young 
Pnaoe'a  head  waa  too  giddy,  and  hie  hand  too  feeble, 
to  wield  with  dignity  the  delegated  sceptre.  How- 
ever fond  of  power,  pleasure  was  the  Prince's  favour- 
ite pursuit;  and  the  court  was  disturbed,  and  the 
oooatry  aeandalized,  by  the  number  of  fugitive  amours, 
ttid  extravagant  revels,  practised  by  him  who  should 
oavs  set  an  example  ojf  order  and  regularity  to  the^ 
youth  of  the  kingdom. 

The  license  and  impropriety  of  the  Duke  of  Roth- 
aay  a  conduct  was  the  more  reprehensible  in  the  pnb- 
lie  view,  that  he  wae  a  married  peraon ;  although  aoma, 
over  whom  hb  youth,  gayety,  grace,  and  good  temper, 
bad  obtained  inflnence,  were  of  opinion,  that  an  ex- 
ooaofor  his  libertinism  might  be  found  in  the  dreum- 
•tuicss  of  the  marriage  itaelf.  They  reminded  each 
otb«  that  hia  nuptials  were  entirely  conducted  by  hia 
nets,  the  Duke  of  Albany,  by  whose  counaele  the 
nfirai  and  timid  King  was  much  covemed  at  the 
tiaio,  and  who  had  the  character  or  managing  the 
tamper  of  hia  brother  and  aovereign,  so  as  might  be 
Aoat  injurious  to  the  interests  and  prospects  of  the 
JMng  heir.  By  Albany's  machinations,  the  hand  of 
too  hair  apparent  was  m  a  manner  put  up  to  sale,  as 
{twos uooeratood  publicly  that  the  noblem&n  in  Scot- 
laad  who  should  give  the  largest  dower  to  hia  daugh- 
tsr,  might  aspire  to  raiae  her  to  the  bed  of  the  Duke 
of  RotBaay. 

In  the  contest  for  preference  which  ensued,  George, 
am  of  Dunbar  and  March,  who  possesaed,  by  him- 
wf  or  hia  vassals,  a  great  part  of  the  eastern  frontier, 
was  preferred  to  other  competitors ;  and  his  daughter 
waa,  with  the  mutual  good- will  of  the  young  couple, 
aotttally  contracted  to  the  Duke  of  Rotnsay. 

Bnt  there  remained  a  third  parry  to  be  conaulted, 
•od  that  was  no  other  than  the  tremendous  Arohi- 
oald,  Earl  of  Douglas,  terrible  alilce  from  the  extent 
<^hia  lands,  from  the  numerous  offices  and  jurisdic- 
tions with  which  he  was  invested,  and  from  nis  per- 
gonal qualities  of  wisdom  and  valour,  mingled  with 
ttMomitable  pride,  and  more  than  the  feudal  love  of 
ytatmnae.  The  Eiarl  was  also  nearly  related  to  the 
throne,  having  married  the  eldest  daughter  of  the 
Wignmg  Monarch. 

.After  the  espousolB  of  the  Duke  of  Rothsay  with 
the  Bari  of  Marches  daughter,  Douf^laa,  as  if  he  hsd 
postponed  his  share  in  tlie  negotiation  to  show  that 
It  eoukl  not  be  concluded  with  any  one  but  himself, 
^tered  the  lists  to  break  oflf  the  contract.  He  ten- 
dered a  larger  dower  with  his  daughter  Marjorv  than 
the  Earl  orMarch  had  proffered ;  and,  secured  by  his 
own  cupidity  and  fear  of  the  Douglas,  Albany  exerted 
niamfluencc  with  the  timid  Monareh,  till  hewaapre- 
^vled  upon  to  break  the  contract  Mrith  the  Earl  of 

•  Thli  crMtion.aod  that  of  the  Dukedom  of  Albur,  in  (kram 
£f  tlm  KiDff*!  brothw,  were  the  firwt  inttancM  of  ducal  rank  in 
acoUiad.  Baebanan  meoUone  tlie  innovation  in  lennt  whien 
"ar.be  eoniidered  oa  showiof  Oiat  even  be  partook  In  the  ce- 
^1  prajodiea  wiUi  wliich  that  tiUe  wai  viewwl  in  ^daad 
<"»^^  to  a  naeh  later  period.  It  had,  indeed,  been  in  aitnoot 
•vny  oaae  vnited  wltli  baaTy  miflfortttnea-not  rareljr  with  tra- 
no— - 


March,  and  wed  hia  son  to  Haijory  Dougloa,  a  wo- 
man whom  Rothaay  could  not  love.  Tso  apology 
was  offered  to  the  Earl  of  Haroh,  exeeptmg  that  the 
espousals  betwixt  the  Prince  and  Elizabeth  of  Dun- 
bar had  not  been  approved  by  the  States  of  ParUa- 
ment,  and  that  till  such  ratification,  the  contract  waa 
hable  to  be  broken  off.  The  Earl  deeply  resented  tho 
wrong  done  to  himself  and  his  daughter,  and  was 
generally  undereiood  to  study  revenge,  which  hb  great 
influence  on  the  English  frontier  was  likely  to  place 
within  his  power. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Duke  of  Rothsay,  incensed  at 
the  sacnfioe  of  his  hand  and  his  inclinatbns  to  this 
state  mtrigue,  took  his  own  mode  of  venting  his  dis- 
plwwure.  by  neglecting  his  wife,  contemning  nis  formi- 
dable and  dangerous  father-in-law,  and  showing  little 
respect  to  the  authority  of  the  King  himsel]^  and  none 
whatever  to  the  remonstrances'  of  Albany  his  imclek 
whom  he  looked  upon  as  his  confirmed  enemy. 

Amid  these  internal  dissensions  of  his  family,  which 
extended  themselves  through  his  councils  ana  admi- 
nistration, introducing  every  where  the  baneful  effects 
of  uncertainty  and  disunion,  the  feeble  Monaron  had 
for  aome  time  been  supported  by  the  counsels  of  his 
Queen  Annabella.  a  daughter  of  the  noble  house  of 
Drummond,  gifted  with  a  depth  of  sagacity  and  firm- 
ness, of  mind,  which  exercised  some  restraint  over  the 
levities  of  a  son  who  respected  her.  and  sustained  on 
many  occasions  the  wavering  reaoiution  of  her  royal 
huaband.  But  after  her  death,  the  imbecile  Sovereign 
resembled  nothing  ao  much  as  a  vessel  drifted  from 
her  anchors,  and  tossed  about  amidst  contending  cnr- 
renta.  Abstractedly  considered,  Robert  might  be  said 
to  doat  upon  his  8on,~to  entertain  respect  and  awe 
for  the  character  of  his  brother  Albany,  so  much  more 
decisive  than  hia  own,— to  fear  the  Douglas  with  a 
terror  which  was  almost  instinctive,  and  to  suspect 
the  constancy  of  tho  bold  but  fickle  Earl  of  March. 
But  his  feelmgs  towards  these  various  charectera 
were  so  mixea  and  complicated,  that  fi^om  time  to 
time  they  ahowed  entirely  different  from  what  they 
really  were;  and  according  to  the  interest  which  had 
been  last  exerted  over  his  flexible  mind,  the  King 
would  change  from  an  indulgent,  to  a  strict  and  even 
cruel  father—from  a  confiding  to  a  jealous  brother— 
or  from  a  benignant  and  bountiful,  to  a  grasping  and 
encroaching  Sovereign.  Like  the  chameleon,  his  fee- 
ble mind  reflected  the  colour  of  that  firmer  charac- 
ter upon  which  at  the  time  he  reposed  for  counsel  and 
assistance.  And  when  he  diaused  the  advice  of  one 
of  his  family,  and  employed  the  counsel  of  another, 
it  waa  no  unwonted  thing  to  aee  a  total  change  of 
measures,  equally  disrespectable  to  the  choracter  of 
the  King,  and  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  atate. 

It  followed  as  a  matter  of  courao,  that  the  clergy  of 
the  Catholic  Church  acquired  influence  over  a  man 
whose  intentions  were  so  excellent,  bnt  whose  reso- 
lutions were  so  infirm.  Robert  was  haunted,  not  only 
with  a  due  sense  of  the  errore  he  had  really  commit- 
ted, but  with  the  tormenting  apprehensk)n8  of  those 
peciadiUoea  which  beset  a  superetitioue  and  timid 
mind.  It  is  scarcely  necessary,  therefore,  to  add,  that 
thechm'chmen  of  various  descriptions  had  no  am^all 
influence  over  this  easy- tempered  prince,  though,  in- 
deed, theira  was,  at  mat  period,  an  influence  from 
which  few  or  none  eacaped,  however  resolute  and  firm 
of  purpose  in  afifaira  of  a  temporal  character.— We 
now  return  fh>m  this  long  digression,  without  which 
what  we  have  to  relate  could^not  perhaps  have  been 
well  underatood. 

The  King  had  moved  Mrith  ungraceful  difficulty  to 
the  cusluoned  chair,  which,  under  a  state  or  canopy, 
stood  prepared  for  his  accommodation,  and  upon 
which  he  sank  down  with  enjoyment,  luce  an  indo- 
lent mail,  who  had  been  for  aome  time  confined  to  a 
constrained  position.  When  seated,  the  gentle  and 
venerable  looks  of  the  good  old  man  showed  bena- 
vdenoe.  The  Prior,  who  now  remained  standmg 
opposite  to  the  royal  aeat,  with  an  air  of  deep  dalSBr- 
ence  which  cloaked  the  natural  haughtmess  of  faia 
carriage,  waa  a  man  betwixt  forty  and  fifty  ywara  9f 
age,  but  every  one  of  whose  ham  atill  retamod  inea 
natural  dark  colour.  Acute  featurea.  and  a  pene- 
trating look,  atteated  the  talenta  by  which  the 
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nbla  father  had  acquired  hia  high  statioii  in  the  opna- 
munitf  over  which  ne  presided ;  and,  we  may  add.  in 
the  councils  of  the  kingdom,  in  whose  service  thejr 
were  often  exercised.  The  chief  ohjecu  which  his 
education  and  habiu  taught  him  to  keep  in  view, 
were  the  extension  of  the  dominion  and  the  wealth 
of  the  church,  and  the  suppression  of  heresy,  both  of 
which  he  endeavoured  to  accomplish  by  all  the 
means  which  his  situation  afibrded  him.  But  be 
honoured  his  religion  by  the  sincerity  of  his  own  be- 
lief; and  by  the  morab'ty  which  guided  bis  conduct  m 
all  ordinary  situations.  The  faults  of  the  Prior  An- 
selm,  though  they  led  him  into  grievous  error,  and 
even  cruelty,  were  periiaps  rather  those  of  his  age 
and  profession— his  virtues  were  his  own. 

"These  things  done."  said  the  K'mg,/'and  the 
lands  I  have  mentioned  secured  by  my  gift  to  this 
monastery,  you  are  of  opinion,  father,  that  I  stand  as 
much  in  the  good  graces  of  our  Hoi  v  Mother  Church, 
as  to  term  myself  ner  dutiful  son  7 

"  Surely,  my  liege,"  said  the  Prior ;  "  would  to  God 
that  all  her  children  brought  to  the  efficacious  sacra- 
ment of  confession  as  deep  a  sense  of  their  errors,  and 
as  much  wall  to  make  amends  for  them.  But  I  speak 
these  comforting  words,  my  lieg&  not  to  Robert  Kin^ 
of  Scotland,  but  only  to  my  humble  and  devout  pern- 
tent,  Robert  Stewart  of  Carrick." 

"You  surprise  me.  Father,*'  answered  the  King; 
**  I  have  little  check  on  my  conscience  for  aught  that 
I  hsTe  done  in  my  kingly  office,  seeing  that  I  use 
therein  less  mine  own  opinion  than  the  advice  of  the 
most  wise  counsellors." 

**  Even  therein  heth  the  danger,  my  liege,"  replied 
the  Prior.  "The  Holy  Father  recognises  in  your 
Grace,  in  every  thought,  word,  and  action,  an  obe- 
dient vassal  of  the  Holy  Church.  But  there  are  per- 
verse counsellors,  who  obey  the  instinct  of  their 
wicked  hearts,  while  they  abuse  the  good-nature  and 
ductility  of  theu*  monarch,  and,  under  colour  of  serving 
his  temporal  interests,  take  steps  which  are  preju- 
dicial to  those  that  last  to  eternity." 

King  Robert  raised  himself  upright  in  his  chair, 
and  assumed  an  air  of  authority,  which,  though  it 
well  became  him,  he  did  not  usually  display. 

'*  Prior  Anselm,"  he  said,  "  if  you  have  discovered 
any  thing  in  my  conduct,  whether  as  a  king  or  a 
private  individual,  which  may  call  down  such  cen- 
sures as  your  words  intimate,  it  is  your  duty  to  speak 
plainly,  and  I  command  you  to  do  so." 

"My  liege,  you  shall  be  obeved,"  answered  the 
Prior,  with  an  inclination  of  the  body.  Then  raising 
himself  up,  and  assuming  the  dignity  of  his  rank  in 
the  church,  he  said,  "  Hear  from  me  the  words  of  our 
Holy  Father  the  Poocl  the  successor  of  St.  Peter,  to 
whom  have  descended  the  keys,  both  to  bind  and  to 
unloose.  '  Wherefore,  O  Reibert  of  Scotland,  hast 
thou  not  received  into  the  See  of  Sl  Andrews,  Henry 
of  Wardlaw,  whom  the  PontiiT hath  recommended  to 
fill  that  See?  Why  dost  thou  make  profession  with 
thy  lips,  of  dutiful  service  to  the  Church,  when  thy 
actions  proclaim  the  d^revity  and  disobcdience  of  thy 
inward  soul  1    Obedience  is  better  than  sacrifice.'  " 

"  Sir  Prior,"  said  the  Monarch,  bearing  himself  in 
a  manner  not  unbecoming  his  lofty  rank,  "  we  may 
well  dispense  with  answering  you  upon  this  subject, 
being  a  matter  which  concerns  us  and  the  Estates  ox 
our  kingdom,  but  does  not  afiect  our  private  con- 
Bcience. ' 

"  Alas,"  said  the  Prior.  "  and  whose  conscience 
will  it  concern  at  the  la.«;t  day  1  Which  of  your  belted 
lords  or  wealthy  burgesses  will  then  step  between 
their  King,  and  the  penalty  which  he  has  incurred|  by 
following  of  their  secular  policy  in  mattera  ecclesias- 
tical 1  Know,  mighty  King,  that,  were  all  the  chi- 
valry of  thy  realm  drawn  up  to  shield  thee  from  the 
red  levin-bolt,  they  would  be  consumed  like  scorched 
psrchment  before  the  blaze  of  a  furnace." 

.  "  Good  Father  Prior^"  said  the  King,  on  whose 
timorous  conscience  this  kind  of  language  seldom 
failed  to  make  an  impression,  "  you  surely  argue  over 
ngidly  in  this  matter.  It  was  during  my  last  indis- 
position, while  the  Earl  of  Douglas  held,  as  Lieute- 
nant-general, the  regal  authority  in  Scotland,  that 
the  obstruction  to  ttuB  reception  of  the  Primate  un- 


happily arose.  Do  not,  tfaereforB,  tax  me  with  vriiat 
happened  when  I  was  tmable  to  ooodact  the  sinin 
of  tne  kingdom,  and  compelled  to  delegate  my  power 
to  another." 

''  To  your  subject,  Sire,  yon  hsTe  sakl  enough," 
replied  the  Prior.  But.  if  the  impediment  arose 
during  the  lieutenancy  of  the  Earl  of  Dou^a^  the 
Legate  of  his  Holiness  will  demand  wherefore  it  has 
not  been  instantly  removed,  when  die  Kjmrresttiiied 
in  his  royal  hands  the  reins  of  authority  1  The  Blaek 
Douglas  can  do  mudi :  more  perhaps  than  a  subject 
should  have  power  to  do  in  the  kingdom  of  his  sove- 
reign ;  but  he  cannot  stand  betwixt  your  grace  and 
your  own  conscience,  or  release  you  fipm  the  dntiee 
to  the  Holy  Church,  which  your  situation  aa  a  kag 
imjposes  upon  you." 

^Father,"  said  Robert,  somewhat  impatiently, 
"  you  are  over  peremptory  in  this  matter,  and  ougit 
at  least  to  wait  a  reasonable  season,  until  we  have 
time  to  consider  of  some  remedy.  Such  dilutee  have 
happened  repeatedly  in  the  rogns  of  our  predecee- 
sora :  and  our  royal  and  blessed  ancestor.  Saint  Da- 
vid, did  not  resign  his  privileges  as  a  monarch  with- 
out making  a  stand  in  their  defence,  on  en  though  he 
was  involved  in  arguments  vrith  the  Holy  Father 
himself.*' 

"  And  therein  was  thatareat  and  good  kingoeubsr 
holy  nor  saintly,"  said  the  Prior ;  *'  and  tacrefiiie 
waa  he  given  to  oe  a  rout  and^  spoil  to  his  isifmiiis. 
when  he  raiaed  his  sword  against  the  baiinei*  of  St. 
Peter,  and  St.  Paul,  and  St.  John  of  Beverley^  in  ths 
war,  as  it  is  still  called,  of  the  Standard.  Well  was 
it  for  him,  that,  like  his  namesakes  the  son  of  Jessa 
his  sin  was  punished  upon  earth,  and  not  eniefsd 
against  him  at  the  long  and  dire  day  of  aoeonDtiBg." 
Well,  good  Prior— well— enough  of  this  for  the 
present  The  Holy  See  shall,  God  willing,  have  no 
reason  to  complain  of  me.  I  take  Our  Lady  to  wit- 
ness, I  would  not  for  the  crown  I  wear  take  the  boi- 
den  of  wronging  our  Mother  Church.  We  have  ever 
feared  that  the  Earl  of  Douglas  kept  hia  eyes  too 
much  fixed  on  the  fame  and  the  temporalities  of  thb 
frail  and  passing  life,  to  feel  altogether  aa  he  ought 
the  claims  that  refer  to  a  future  world.'* 

"  It  is  but  lately,"  said  the  Prior,  "  that  be  hath 
taken  up  forcible  quartere  in  the  Monaatevy  of  Aber- 
brothock,  with  hia  retinue  of  a  Uiousand  lollowen; 
and  the  abbot  is  compelled  to  fiunish  him  with  all  W 
needs  for  horse  and  man^  which  the  Earl  calls 
dsing  the  hospitality  which  be  hath  a  right  to 
from  the  foundation  to  which  his  anceetora  wc  _ 
tributors.  Certain,  it  were  better  to  retnm  to  the 
Dou^as  his  lands,  than  to  submit  to  such  exactioa, 
which  more  resembles  the  masterful  lioeoae  of  Hiih- 
land  thiggera  and  somersi*  than  thedemeanoorofa 
Christian  baron." 

"  The  Black  Douglasses,"  said  the  King,  with  a 
sigh,  "  are  a  nee  which  will  not  be  said  oay.  Bat. 
Father  Prior,  I  am  myself,  it  may  be^  an  intradcref 
this  kind ;  for  my  sojourning  hath  been  loiy  amoqg 
you,  and  my  retinue,  though  far  fewer  than  the  Doq||* 
las' 8,  are  nevertheless  enough  to  cumber  yon  for  tbcv 
daily  maintenance;  and  though  our  order  is  to  send 
out  purveyors  to  lessen  your  charge  as  much  as  mtf 
be,  yet  if  there  be  inconvenience,  it  ware  fitting  we 
should  remove  in  time." 

"  Now,  Our  Lady  forbid !"  said  the  Prior,  who.  if 
desirous  of  power,  hod  nothing  meanly  coretoos  n 
his  temper,  but  was  even  magmficent  in  his  gene 
kindness ;  "  certainly  the  Dominican  Conyeot 

aflprd  to  her  sovereign  the  hospitality  which  the  b( 

ottere  to  every  wanderer  of  whatever  conditioo,  who 
will  receive  it  at  the  hands  of  the  poor  servantaof  ear 
patron.  No,  my  royal  liefre;  come  with  ten  timei 
your  present  train,  they  shall  neither  want  a  grain  ef 
oata,  a  pile  of  straw,  a  morsel  of  bread,  nor  an  oonee 
of  food^  which  our  convent  can  supply  them.  It  ii 
oite,  thing  to  emoloy  the  revenues  or  the  Chsich. 
which  are  so  much  larger  than  raonks  ought  to  nm 
or  wish  lor.  in  the  suitable  and  dutiful  reception  ef 
your  royal  M^esty,  and  another  to  have  it  wn 
from  us  by  the  hands  of  rude  and  violent  men, 


7%l^gtr$  and  torners,  i. «.  ■turdr  tefrin,  tte , , 

•ror,  baiDf.  m  tho  worJ  implie*,  more  civil  than  the  laMK 
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'*  It  18  well,  good  Prior,"  said  the  King ;  "  and 
10  turn  our  inougfats  for  an  instant  from  state  afi 
an  thy  rererence  inform  us  how    ' 


lore  of  rapine  ib  only  limited  by  the  extent  of  thtir 
power." 

nd  now 

afioirs, 

,^   .,   ^         . _jhow  the  good  citizens 

of  Perth  have  befcun  their  Valentine's  Day?~Gal- 
lantJT  and  merrily,  and  peacefully,  I  hope." 

'Tor  sallantiy,  mvli^,  I  know  little  of  such  qiia- 
IitieSb  For  peacefully,  there  were  three  or  four  men, 
two  cruelly  wounded,  came  this  morning  before  day- 
l;Bfat  to  ask  the  privilege  of  girth  and  sanctuary,  pur- 
ned  bv  a  hue  and  cry  of  citizens  in  their  shirts,  with 
chibe,  bills,  Lochaber  axes,  and  two-handed  swords, 
cn^  kill  and  slay,  each  louder  than  another.  Nay, 
Qtj  were  not  satisfied  when  our  porii-r  and  wntch 
told  them  that  those  they  pursued  nad  taken  rffuge 
Ji  the  Galilee  of  the  Church  ;*  but  continued  fur  sumo 
amutc-s  clamourinz  and  striking  upon  the  postern 
door,  demanding  that  tho  men  who  hud  offfudcd 
uouJd  be  delivered  up  M  ihcui.  I  w.is  afraid  their 
Hide  noise  might  have  broken  your  Majesty's  n-st, 
lad  raised  some  surprise  .'* 

"My  real  might  hove  been  broken,'  said  the  Mon- 
iKD ;  "  but  that  i>ounds  of  viok>nce  ohould  have  oc- 
^•loned  surprise- — Alas!  reverend  Father,  there  iH in 
Scorland  only  one  place  where  the  shriek  of  the  vic- 
^  and  threats  of  the  oppressor,  arc  not  heanl— and 
AaL  Father,  i5 — the  grave." 

Tbe  Prior  stood  in  restK-rtful  silence,  s\-mpatliizing 


'  We  meant  nothing  else,"  said  Robert.  "  But,  Fa- 
ther Prior,  you  will  allow  that  the  Church,  in  quell- 
ing strife,  as  is  doubtless  her  purpose,  resembles  the 
busy  housewife,  who  puts  in  motion  the  dust  which 
she  means  to  sweep  away." 

To  this  remark  the  Prior  would  have  made  some 
reply,  but  the  door  of  the  apartment  was  opened,  and 
a  gentleman  usher  announced  the  duke  oi  Albany. 


CHAPTER    X. 

Gpnlle  Triund ' 
Chide  not  iiur  mirth,  who  wnn  mU  roAterdi) . 
And  may  be  ao  tu-morrou.— Joan.va  B.«illj£. 

Thi:  Duke  of  Vlbany  wa.s.  like  his  royal  broiiier. 
named  Ruber r.  The  Christian  name  of  tho  latter 
had  boon  John,  until  he  was  called  to  the  throne; 
when  ihfsupirstitionof  the  tinn'So!)!k.ncd  thnt  the 
name  had  hi  en  connected  with  niisfonuno  in  the 
lives  and  niifiifiuf  John  cif  England,  John  of  France, 
and  John  Baliol  of  Scotland.  It  was  therefore 
asrced,  that,  to  dude  the  had  onion,  the  new*  King 
should  assinne  tho  name  of  Ruixrt,  rendered  dt-ar  to 
Scotland  \,y  the  rtcolleciions  of  Robert  Bruce.  VVf 
nunlion  this,  to  account  for  the  cxisteneo  i»f  two 
brotlwrrt  of  the  .same  f 'hristian  name  in  uno  funiily, 
which  wae  nut  or rtninly  a  ufuul  oocurnnco,  nmre 
than  at  tho  iirc^nt  dav. 

-Aihariy,  aU>  uii  apied  man.  was  not  8Ui)posod  to  be 


with  the  ilt-hngs  of  a  monarch,  whose  tendomes.i  of:  much  more  di»ji(»s»'d  for  warhki-  t:»ilfri»risi'  than  the 
WATl  suited  so  ill  wi'.h  tho  condition  mid  manners  of  {  Kiiitf  hims-elf.  But  if  In.  had  not  courage,  ho  had 
tiBpcoi..ir.  ^  ;  wisdom  to  oonooal  and  oioak  over  bin  want  (»f  that 

And  what  Itecanie  of  tne  fugitives  f"  asked  Ko- j  qiiality.  wliieli.  tmcc   nuH^KtUil  would  have  mined 

•  "'"•'■ '■■'"* —  all  tlu;  plans  which  his  ambition  had  foniml.    He 

had  al.«.o  jirido  oiioufih  to  .-upply,  in  cxiromify,  th'? 
want  of  Ti-.d  \alonr,  and  roinmand  enough  omt  his 
ncr\Ts  fi>  conceal  lluir  agitaliiMi.  In  other  n\-.i)ects, 
ho  \va».  oxj'criiiiood  in  tht-  ways  of  court.*,  calm,  cool, 
and  crafty,  fixin:?  uf'on  tho  iKiints*  which  ho  dosired 
to  atiai.i.  whili'  iJii-y  wm-  yi  f  far  removed,  and  never 


bcrt  after  a  minute's  pau!<t». 

";■  Surely,  .Siro,"  said  the  Prior,  "  they  woro  di«imis- 
v:.  as  ihey  desired  to  be,  before  daylight ;  and  niter 
\9  had  bvtit  out  to  )>e  assured  that  no  ambush  of 
JifU"  enenii.  s  w  ntchtd  tliem  in  the  vicinity,  they  went 
■ftMr  way  in  peKre." 

■'Vo'.i  know  nothing."  iniiuii cd  the  Kin::,   '"who 


Ttjt  cu»toiii  of  our  hous^:  it*  to  ufTord  twenty-four :  ture  a:ifl  oountmance.  But  ho  had  the  advantage 
':ours  cf  uninierrupied  refuge  in  the  sanctuary  of  St,  i  of  his  Hdir  brother,  in  being  uncnoumhered  wiih  any 
nor:iin:c.  without  asking  any  question  at  the  poor  infirmity,  and  in  cvory  rr^iioft  Ii;:htf  r  and  more  ac- 
i;slcirtunates  who  have  sought  rehcf  there.  If  they  ;  tive.  lli««  rlrc.^s  wns  rich  and  grave,  a.^*  became  his 
lierire  to  remain  for  a  longer  space,  tho  cause  of  their  ,  «Jgo  and  rank,  and,  like  hid  royal  brother,  he  wore  no 


r*S9rting  to  sanctuary  mu!:>t  he  put  urion  the  register  of 
6coonvent ;  and,  praisfd  be  our  holy  Saint,  many  per- 
■oos  escape  the  weight  of  the  law  ny  this  temporsry 
protection,  whom,  did  wc  know  the  character  of  their 
oimeB,  we  might  have  found  ourselves  obliprcl  to  ren- 
ter op  to  their  pursuers  and  persecutors." 


arms  of  any  kind,  n  caye  of  ^'snall  knives  suimlying 
at  hii«  girdle  the  place  usually  occupied  by  a  aaggor 
in  absence  of  a  sword. 

At  the  Duke's  entrance,  the  Prior,  after  making  an 
obcisanco,  respectfully  withdrew  to  a  recess  in  the 
:  apartment,  at  some  distance  fiom  the  royal  scat,  in 


hs  the  Prior  spoke,  n  dim  idea  occurred  to  the  Mon- !  order  to  leave  the  conversation  of  the  broihtrs  un- 
•srfi,  that  the  privilege  of  tanctuirj- thus  pt*remptori- 1  controlled  by  the  presence  of  a  third  person.  It  if 
:7czcca:cd,  must  r-rovp  a  srviiv  interruption  to  the  necessary  to  mention,  that  the  recess  was  ibrmcd  by 
coone  of  justice  through  his  realm.  But  he  repelled  !  a  window,  placed  in  the  inner  front  of  the  monastic 
the&elins;,  a?  if  it  hzSbrrzi  a  suggestion  of  Satan,  i  building«i^  called  the  Palace,  from  its  being  the  fre- 
tsi  took  care  that  no!  a  ^\nir\e  word  should  escape  quent  residence  of  the  Kings  of  Scotland,  but  which 
the  rhu.-rhman  that  such  a  profane  !  wan,  unless  on  eurh  occasions,  the  residence  of  the 


10  betray  to 

thought  nad  ever  occupied  his  bosom  ;  on  the  contra 

C.  he  hasted  toch:»ngo  the  siibject. 

**The  sun,"  he  said,  "  moves  slowly  on  the  index. 
After  the  painful  information  you  have  given  me,  I 
fzpectni  toe  Lords  of  mv  Council  cic  now,  to  take 


Prior  or  Abbot.  The  window  was  placed  over  the 
princir-nl  entrance  to  the  royal  apartments,  and  com- 
manded a  view  of  the  internal  quadrangle  of  the  con- 
vent, formed  on  the  right  hand  by  the  lensth  of  the 
magnificent  church,  on  the  left  by  a  building,  con- 


<TKr  with  the  ravcll&I  aH'airs  of  this  unhappy  riot.  [  taining  the  range  of  cellars,  with  the  refccton'i  chap- 

Et.1  was  the  fortune  which  gnvcine  rule  over  a  people,  I  ter-housc,  and  other  conventual  apartments  rising 

ansong  whom  it  seems  to  mel  am  in  myo^vn  person  above  them,  for  such  existed  altogether  independent 

the  only  man  who  desires  rest  and  tranquillitv !"  of  the  space  occupied  by  King  Robert  and  his  attend- 

**The Church  always des'iv* peace  and  tranquilli-  ants;  while  a  fourth  row  of  buildings,  showing  a 

If"  added  the  Prior,  not  suffering  even  so  general  a  noble  outward  front  to  the  rising  sun,  consisted  ot'  a 

PtppcsiTioa  to  escape  the  poor  King* B  oppressed  mind,  Isrge  hocpitium^  for  the  reception  of  strangers  and 

«itnout  insisting  on  a  saving  cisunc  for  the  Church's  pilsrims,  and  many  subordinate  offices,  warehouses, 

iioaour.  and  places  of  accommodation,  for  the  aniple  stores 

which  supplied  the  magnificent  hospitality  of  the 

•TliffOoJCesora  CathniicCathodnU  ;j  a  Hnall  Birtenliipel  Dominican  fathers.    A  lofty  vaulted  entrance  led 

•^  wiiicii  excotatrttnieatfid  ncwonj  linre  kcock.  tliouffti  ihejr  .hmimh  tliia  <.n«i«>rn  front  Jntn  tho  nimdr.inirla.  and 

cw  p..ii  rntcr  t?«s  ixidy  of  tiio  church.    .Mr.  BiirtM*  turtecti  tftrougu  tuiB  eastern  iront  into  tne  quaorancie,  ana 

I'm  th«  nntnn  of  itie  p>.cs  "hu^  apprnpriitad  to  tha  cnntolation  was  precisely  Opposite  to  the  window  at  which  Pnor 

•fnuKrabSa  p^itenti,  woa  derived  from  the  text :  "  Pe,  nunei-  Anselm  stoo<i,  so  that  he  could  see  underneath  the 

tj  frBtrsbo.  ropii  «i  ;"«;i,*n^95{i;«™  =  *»>'  ."Jf  ,*',"*«1L""1;'  dark  arch,  antl  observe  the  liglit  which  gleamed  bo- 

Slatlh.  axvii}.  IS     See  Kiafenf  of  uv.rkam,  ml.  i.  p.  Ivi.    Cnnii-  __--i,  :.  f-L,„  tliAo««t«rn  anH  nn»n  nnrtal  .hut  nirinff 

■:t  r  riaiirtins  tfnenMrr,  wow,  for  obvious  T^n^om,  .iccntomcd  ne>JD  'J  irom  the  eastern  sno  open  portal  .out,  owmg 

"  - 1***  i:f-in"«^ciin  (ii.j  partoftiH.vdii*.eo.  to  t^e  height  to  which  he  was  raised,  and  the  depth 
-2  S 
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of  the  T^ulted  archwaf,  his  eye  could  but  indittinctly 
reach  the  opposite  and  extended  portal.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  notice  these  localities.  We  return  to  the 
oonversatioD  between  the  princely  relatives. 

"  My  dear  brother,"  said  the  Kinf^  raising  the  Duke 
of  Albany,  as  be  stooped  to  kiss  his  hand :  mv  dear, 
dear  brother,  wherefore  this  ceremonial?  Are  we 
not  both  sons  of  the  same  Stewart  of  Scotland,  and 
of  the  same  Elizabeth  More?" 

"  I  have  not  foi^ot  that  it  is  so,"  said  Albany,  ari- 
sing: **  bat  I  must  not  omit,  in  the  familiarity  of  the 
brother,  the  respect  that  is  due  to  the  King."^ 

"  Oh,  true,  most  true,  Robin,"  answered  the  King. 
"  The  throne  is  like  a  lofty  and  barren  rock,  upon 
which  flower  or  shrub  can  never  take  root.  All 
kindly  fedings.  all  tender  afiections,  are  denied  to  a 
monarch.  A  king  must  not  fold  a  brother  to  his 
heart— he  dare  not  give  way  to  fondness  for  a  son !" 

"  Such,  in  some  req>ecta,  is  the  doom  of  greatness, 
She,"  answered  Albany ;  "  but  Heaven,  who  re- 
moved to  some  distance  from  your  Majesty's  sphere 
the  members  of  your  own  familv,  has  given  you  a 
whole  people  to  be  your  children. 

"Alas!  Robert,"  answo-ed  the  Monarch,  "your 
heart  is  better  framed  for  the  duties  of  a  sovereign 
than  mine.  I  see  from  the  height  at  which  fate  has 
placed  me,  that  multitude  whom  you  call  my  child- 
ren— ^1  love  them,  I  wish  them  well— but  they  are 
many,  and  they  are  distant  from  me.  Alas!  even 
the  meanest  of  them  has  some  beloved  being  whom 
he  can  clasp  to  his  heart,  and  upon  whom  he  can  la- 
vish the  fondness  of  a  father !  But  all  that  a  king  can 
C^e  to  a  people  is  a  smile,  such  as  the  sun  bestows 
on  the  snowy  peaks  of  the  Grampian  mountains,  as 
distant  and  as  ineffectuol.  AIa%  Robin !  our  father 
used  to  caress  us,  and  if  he  chid  us  it  was  with  a 
tone  of  kindness ;  yet  he  was  a  monarch  as  well  as 
1,  and  wherefore  should  not  I  be  permitted,  like  him, 
to  reclaim  my  poor  prodigal  by  affection  as  well  as 
severity  ?" 

"  Had  afiection  never  been  tried,  my  liege,"  replied 
Albany,  in  the  tone  of  one  who  delivers  sentiments 
which  he  grieves  to  utter,  "  means  of  gentleness 
ought  assuredly  to  be  first  made  use  of.  Your  Grace 
is  nest  judge  whether  they  have  been  long  enough 
persevered  in,  and  whether  those  of  discouragement 
and  restraint  may  not  prove  a  more  effectual  correc- 
tK'e.  It  b  exclusively  m  your  royal  power  to  take 
what  measures  with  the  Duke  of  Rothsay  you  think 
will  be  most  available  to  his  ultimate  benefit,  and 
that  of  the  kingdom." 

"  This  is  unkind,  brother."  said  the  Bang ;  "  you 
indicate  the  painfni  path  which  you  would  have  me 
pursue,  yet  you  ofier  me  not  your  support  in  tread- 
mg  it.'* 

^  My  support  your  Grace  may  ever  command,"  re- 
plied Albany ;  "hut  would  it  become  me,  of  all  men 
on  earth,  to  prompt  to  your  Grace  severe  measures 
against  your  son  and  heir?  Me— on  whom,  in  case 
m  failure— which  Heaven  forefend— of  your  Grace's 
ftmily,  this  faul  crown  might  descend?  Would  it 
not  be  thought  and  said  by  the  fiery  March  and  the 
haughty  Douglas,  that  Albany  had  sown  dissension 
between  his  royal  brother  and;  the  heir  to  the  Scottish 
throne,  perhaps  to  clear  the  way  for  the  succession 
of  his  own  family  ?— No,  my  liege— I  can  sacrifice  my 
]ife  to  your  scrvioe,  but  I  must  not  place  my  honour 
m  danger." 

"  You  say  true,  Robin— you  say  very  true,"  replied 
the  King,  hastening  to  put  his  own  interpretation 
upon  his  orother's  words.  "  We  must  not  sufl^  these 
powerful  and  dangerous  lords  to  perceive  that  there 
la  aught  like  discord  in  the  royal  family.  That  must 
06  avoided  of  all  things ;  and  therefore  we  will  still 
try  indulgent  measures,  in  hopes  of  correcting  the  fol^ 
lies  of  Rothsay.  I  behold  qparks  of  hope  in  him,  Ro- 
bin, from  time  to  time,  that  are  well  worth  cherish- 
mg.  He  is  young— veryyouns-a  prince,  and  in  the 
hey-day  of  his  blood,  vve  wiU  have  patience  with 
him.  like  a  good  rider  with  a  hot-tempered  horse. 
Let  him  exhaust  this  idle  humour,  and  no  one  will  be 
better  pleased  with  him  than  yourself.  You  have 
censured  me  in  your  kindness  for  being  too  gentle, 
too  retu-ed— Rothsay  has  no  such  defects." 


u 


[CBiLF.X 

I  will  pawn  my  life  he  has  not,"  replied  Albany, 
dryly. 

'*  And  he  wants  not  reflection  as  well  as  sivit^" 
continued  the  poor  King,  pleading  the  cauae  of  ua 
son  to  his  brother.  "  I  have  sent  for  him  to  attad 
council  to-day^  and  we  shall  see  how  be  acquits  hin- 
self  of  his  devoir.  Yon  yourself  allow,  Robin,  that  the 
Prince  wants  neither  slirewdness  nor  capactiy  for  af> 
fairs,  when  he  is  in  the  humour  to  consider  tfiem." 

"  Doubtless,  he  wants  neither,  my  liege,'|  replied  Al- 
bany, "  when  he  t«  in  the  humour  to  consider  them.'* 

"I  say  so,"  answered  the  King ;  **  and  am  heartily 
glad  that  you  agree  with  roe,  Robin,  in  mving  tha 
poor  hapless  young  man  another  tnal.  He  baa  no 
mother  now  to  plead  his  cause  with  an  inoeoaed  fa- 
ther.   That  must  be  remembered,  Albany." 

"  I  trust,"  said  Albany,  "  the  course  which  ia  moai 
agreeable  to  your  Graces  feelings  will  also  prove  the 
wisest  and  the  best." 

The  Duke  well  saw  the  simple  strata^m  by  which 
the  King  was  endeavouring  to  escape  from  the  ooa- 
clusions  of  his  reasoning,  and  to  adopt,  under  pn- 
tence  of  his  sanction,  a  course  of  proceeding  the  os* 
verse  of  what  it  best  suited  him  to  reoommoid.  Bat 
though  he  saw  he  could  not  guide  his  brother  to  the 
line  of  conduct  he  desired,  he  would  not  abandon  the 
reins,  but  resolved  to  watch  for  a  fitter  opportonity  ol 
obtaining  the  sinister  advantages  to  which  new  quar- 
rels betwixt  the  King  and  Prince  were  aooo,  he 
thought,  likely  to  give  rise. 

In  the  meantime.  King  Robert,  afraid  lest  his  bro- 
ther should  resume  the  painful  subject  from  which  he 
had  just  escaped,  called  aloud  to  the  Prior  of  the  Domi- 
nicans, "  I  hear  the  trampling  of  horse.  Your  atatioB 
commands  the  court-yard,  reverend  Father.  Look 
from  the  window,  and  tell  us  who  alights— Rothaay, 
is  it  not  ?" 

"  The  noble  Earl  of  March,  with  his  follower^*' 
said  the  Prior. 

"Is  he  strongly  accompanied?^  said  the  King. 
"  Do  his  people  enter  the  inner  gate?" 

At  the  same  moment,  Albany  whispered  the  Kins, 
"  Fear  nothing— the  Rrandanes*  of  your  hoQseh«a 
are  under  arms." 

The  King  nodded  thanks,  while  the  Prior  from  the 
window  answered  the  question  he  had  put.  "  The 
Earl  is  attended  by  two  pages,  two  gentlemen,  ana 
four  grooms.  One  page  follows  him  up  the  main 
staircase,  bearing  his  lordship's  sword.  The  others 
halt  in  the  court,  and— Benedicite,  how  is  this  ? — ^Hen 
is  a  strolling  glee-woman,  with  her  viol^  preparing  lo 
sing  beneath  the  royal  windows,  and  m  the  doMa 
of  the  Dominicans,  as  she  might  in  the  yard  of  aa 
hostelrie !    I  will  have  her  presently  thrust  forth." 

"  Not  so,  Father,"  said  the  King.  "  Let  roe  im- 
plore grace  for  the  poor  wanderer.  The  Joyous  Sci- 
ence, as  they  call  it,  which  they  professL  mingles  sadly 
with  the  distresses  to  which  want  and  calamity  con- 
demn a  strolling  race ;  and  in  that  they  resemble  a 
King,  to  whom  all  men  cry. 'AH  hail !'  while  be  ladu 
the  Homage  and  obedient  afiection  which  the  poorest 
yeoman  receives  from  bis  family.  Let  the  wandeni 
remain  undisturbed,  Father ;  and  let  her  sing  if  she 
will  to  the  yeomen  and  troopers  in  the  court— it  ^ 
keep  them  from  quarrelling  with  each  other,  belong 
insL  as  they  do.  to  such  unrul  v  and  hostile  mastosl* 

So  spoke  the  well-meanuig  and  fedile-mindsd 
Prince,  and  the  Prior  bowed  in  aoouiesrence.  As  hs 
nwke,  the  Earl  of  March  entered  the  hall  of  audienoa 
dressed  in  the  ordinary  riding  garb  of  the  time,  ana 
wearing  his  poniard.  He  had  left  in  the  anteroom 
the  page  of  honour  who  carried  his  sword,  llbe  Enl 
was  a  well-built,  handsome  man.  fair-coropIexk>ndl» 
with  a  considerable  profiision  of  light-coloured  haii:, 
and  bright  blue  eye&  which  gleamed  like  those  of  i 
falcon.  He  exhibited  in  his  countenano&  otberwiae 
pleasing,  the  marks  of  a  hasty  and  irntanle  tsmfNr, 


*  The  men  of  thA  Itle  of  Bate  wan  esll*d  BmDdaiiM ; 
what  deriration  ii  not  quite  eartaio.  Uiouffh  Um  itroBf  vn 
bililjr  lies  with  Dr.  Li«rd«n.  who  dedace*  Ibe  hum  fVoa 

Patron  Saint  ofUw  i«Iands  io  lh«  Frith  of  Clrdo— na.  1 

din.  Th«  territory  of  Bate  waa  the  Kioff'a  own  pmiiimtmy,  tad 
iU  natiTea  his  pefBOoal  follovrenL  The  noble  flunily  of  Bete,  ta 
whom  the  ftland  now  bekwca,  are  aa  andaot  UlefitJaBli 
bimch  of  the  royal  booae. 
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THB  FAIR  BiAlO  OF  PERTH. 


wiudi  hif  mtuatiDn  as  a  high  and  powarftil  feudal 
loid  had  given  him  but  too  many  opportunitiea  of  in- 
dobnngi 

"lam  glad  to  mb  you,  mv  Lord  of  March,"  said 
die  King,  with  a  gracious  mcfination  of  hia  person. — 
"Yon  bsTe  been  long  absent  from  our  councils." 

'*M7liege^".  answered  March,  with  a  deep  rever- 
ence to  the  King,  and  a  haughty  and  formal  incline- 
tiott  to  the  Duke  of  Albany,  "if  I  have  been  absent 
fiom  your  Grace's  councils,  it  is  because  my  place 
has  been  supplied  by  more  acceptable,  and,  I  doubt 
not,  abler  counsellors.  And  now  I  come  but  to  say  to 
four  Highness,  that  the  news  firom  the  English  fron- 
tier make  it  necessary  that  I  should  return  without 
dday  to  my  own  estates.  Your  Grace  has  jour  wise 
•nd  politic  brother,  my  Lord  of  Albany,  with  whom 
to  consult,  and  the  mii^t^  and  warlike  Earl  of  Doug- 
hs to  carry  your  councils  mto  effect.  I  am  of  no  use 
tare  in  my  own  country;  and  thither^  with  your 
Highness's  permission,  I  am  purposed  mstantly  to 
mum,  to  attend  my  charge,  as  Wvden  of  the  Eastern 

"Yon  will  not  deal  so  unkindly  with  us,  cousin," 
rQHied  the  eentle  Monarch.  "Here  are  evil  tidings 
on  die  wing.  These  unhappy  Highland  clans  are 
•gain  breaking  into  general  commonon,  and  the  tran- 
(tamtf  even  of  our  own  court  requires  the  vrisest  of 
our  council  to  advise,  and  the  bravest  of  our  barons 
10  execute,  what  may  be  resolved  upon.  The  desoend- 
utof  Thomas  Randolph  will  not  surely  abandon  the 
grandson  of  Robert  Bruce  at  such  a  period  as  this  1" 

I  leave  with  him  the  descendant  of  the  far-famed 
Junes  of  Douxlas."  answered  March.  "  It  is  his  lord- 
nip's  boast,  tnat  he  never  puts  foot  in  stirrup  but  a 
tbmisand  horse  mount  with  him  as  his  daily  lifeguard, 
•od  I  believe  the  monks  of  Aberbrothock*  will  swear 
to  the  &cL  Surely,  with  all  the  Douglas's  chivabv, 
they  are  filter  to  restrain  a  disorderly  swarm  of  High- 
knd  kerne,  than  I  can  be  to  withstand  the  archery  of 
England,  and  power  of  Henry  Hotspur  1  And  then, 
here  is  his  Grace  of  Albany,  so  jealous  in  his  care  of 
foor  Highnesses  person,  that  ho  calls  vpur  Brandanes 
to  take  arms,  when  a  dutiful  subject  like  myself  ap- 
proaches the  court  with  a  poor  half-score  of  horse,  the 
retinoe  of  tl^  meanest  of  the  petty  barons  who  own  a 
tower  and  a  thousand  acres  of  barren  heath.  When 
Mcb  precautions  are  token  where  there  is  not  the 
digfatest  chance  of  peril — since  I  trust  none  was  to  be 
ipprefaended  from  me— your  royal  person  will  surely 
be  suitably  guarded  in  real  danger." 
,  "My  Lord  of  March,"  said  the  Duke  of  Albany, 
"the  meanest  of  the  barons  of  whom  you  speak  put 
their  followers  in  arms,  even  when  they  receive  their 
dearest  and  nearest  friends  within  the  iron  gate  of  their 
eistle;  and,  if  it  please  Our  Lady,  I  will  not  care  leas 
tar  the  King's  person  than  they  do  for  their  own.  The 
Brandanes  are  the  King's  immediate  retainers  and 
household  servant&  and  an  hundred  of  them  is  but  a 
■nail  guard  round  his  Grace,  when  yourself,  my  lord, 
•s  well  as  the  Earl  of  Dou^as,  often  hde  with  ten 
tunes  the  number." 

"My  lord  duke,"  replied  March,  "when  the  service 
•f  the  King  requires  it,  I  can  nde  with  ten  times  as 
nany  horse  as  your  Grace  has  named ;  but  I  have 
■ever  done  so  either  traitorously  to  entrap  the  King, 
nor  boastfully  to  overawe  other  nobles." 

"Brother  Robert,"  said  the  King,  ever  anxious  to 
be  a  jwacemaker,  "  you  do  wrong  even  to  intimate  a 
■Qspieion  of  my  Loni  of  Mareh.  And  you,  cousin  of 
March,  misconstrue  my  brother's  caution.— But  hark 
^-to  divert  this  angry  parley— I  hear  no  unpleasing 
touch  of  minstrelsy.  You  know  the  Gay  Science,  my 
Lord  of  March,  and  love  it  well— Step  to  yonder  win- 
dow, beside  the  holy  Prior,  at  whom  we  make  no 
qaestion  touching  secular  pleasure^  and  you  will  tell 
■s  if  the  music  and  lay  be  worth  listening  to.  Tlie 
notes  are  of  France,  I  think— My  brother  of  Albany's 
'^    lent  is  not  worth  a  cocklo-shell  in  such  matten 


*  Th«  eomplaint  of  th«  monks  of  Aibroath  about  tho  too 

eboooor  the  Earl  of  DoufflM  had  paid  thorn  io  boeominr 
^  tamt  with  a  traio  of  a  thouand  men.  rawiri  into  a  pro> 

van,  and  was  aaver  foisocten  when  tho  old  Soota  chorehiaen 


lattad  at  the  aobilitr.  who,  in  tb«  nquel.  damoliahed  tb« 
Amcfa,  oat  of  that  aafiMat  fiaraioff  thar  had  loor  Mt  for  har 


you,  consin,  must  rsport  your  opmion  whether 
the  poor  sdee-maiden  deserves  recompense.  Our  son 
and  the  Douglas  will  presently  be  here,  and  then, 
when  our  council  ia  aasembled,  we  will  treat  of  graver 
matters." 

With  something  like  a  smile  on  his  proud  brow. 
March  withdrew  into  the  recess  of  the  window,  ana 
stood  there  in  silence  beside  the  Prior,  like  one  who, 
while  he  obeyed  the  King's  command,  saw  through 
and  despised  the  timid  precaution  which  it  implied,  as 
an  attempt  to  prevent  the  dispute  betwixt  Albany  and 
himself.  The  tune,  which  was  played  upon  a  viol, 
was  gay  and  sprightly  in  the  commencement,  with  a 
touch  of  the  vnldness  of  the  Troubadour  music.  But 
as  it  proceeded,  the  faltering  tones  of  the  instrament, 
and  of  the  female  voice  which  accompanied  it,  became 
plaintive  and  interrupted,  as  if  choked  by  the  painful 
feelings  of  the  minstrel. 

The  oflfended  Earl,  whatever  might  be  his  judgment 
in  such  mattera  on  which  the  King  had  comphment- 
ed  him,  jpaid,  it  may  be  supposed,  little  attention  to 
the  music  of  the  female  mmstrel.  His  proud  heart 
was  struggling  between  the  allegiance  he  owed  his 
Sovereign,  as  well  as  the  love  he  still  found  lurking 
in  his  bosom  for  the  person  of  his  well-natured  King, 
and  a  desire  of  vengeance  arising  out  of  his  disap* 
pointed  ambition,  and  the  disgrace  done  to  him  by 
the  substimtion  of  Marjory  Douglas  to  be  bride  of 
the  heir-apparent,  instead  of  his  betrothed  dau^ter. 
March  had  the  vices  and  virtues  of  a  hasty  and  un- 
certam  character^  and  even  now,  when  he  came  to 
bid  the  King  adieu,  with  the  pnipose  of  renouncing 
his  allegiance  as  soon  as  he  reached  his  own  feudal 
territories,  he  felt  unwilling,  and  almost  unable,  to  re- 
solve upon  a  step  so  criminsl  and  so  full  of  peril.  It 
was  with  such  dangerous  cogitations  that  he  was  oc- ' 
copied  during  the  beginning  of  the  glee-maiden's  lay ; 
but  objects  which  called  his  attention  powerfully,  as 
the  songstress  proceeded,  affected  the  current  of  his 
thoughts,  and  riveted  them  on  what  was  paasing  in 
the  court-yard  of  the  monastery.  The  sons  was  in 
the  Provencal  dialect,  well  underatood  ns  thelanguase 
of  poetry  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe,  and  particularly 
in  Scotland.  It  was  more  simply  turned,  however, 
than  was  the  general  caste  of  the  Sirventes,  and  ra- 
ther resembled  the  lai  of  a  Norman  Minstrel.  It  may 
be  translated  thus : 

C))e  Ea^  of  9oot  ftoufst.* 

Ah,  poor  LoniM  i  Tb«  lireloof  day 
8lie  roami  fh>in  cot  to  eaatio  gar ; 
And  still  her  toico  and  viol  lar, 
Ah,  maidf ,  beware  the  woodland  war, 

Think  on  Loniae. 

Ah,  poor  Louiae  i  Tba  ann  waa  high, 
It  imireli'd  her  cheek,  it  dinam'd  tier  eva, 
The  woodland  walk  wai  cool  and  nif  b, 
Where  birds  with  cbiminf  streamlets  via 

To  cheer  Loalsa. 

Ah,  poor  Louise  I  The  savafo  bear 
Made  ne'er  that  lOToly  rrove  his  lair ; 
Tba  wolvea  molest  not  paUis  ao  Ikir— 
But  batter  fbr  bad  such  been  then 

For  poor  Liouiaa. 

Ah,  poor  Louise  i  In  woody  wold 
She  mot  a  huntsman  tut  and  bold  i 
Hia  baldriek  was  of  silk  and  gold, 
And  many  a  witehinf  tale  he  told 

To  poor  Looiae^ 

Ah,  poor  Loniaa  i  Small  eanae  to  pine 
Hadst  thott  for  traasuiea  of  the  mine ; 
For  peaoe  of  mind,  that  gift  divine. 
And  apotless  innocence,  were  thine, 

Ah,  poor  Louise. 

Ah,  poor  Louise  i  Thy  treasure's  reft  i 
I  know  not  if  by  force  or  theft. 
Or  part  by  violence,  part  by  gift ; 
But  misery  ia  all  that's  left 

TO  poor  Louise. 

Let  poor  Louise  some  Buecoor  have  i 
She  will  not  long  your  bounty  erava, 
Or  tire  the  gay  with  warning  state— 
For  Heaven  baa  grace,  and  earth  a  grave 

For  poor  Loulaa. 

*  This  lay  haa  been  aat  to  baanliflil  noaie  V  a  lady,whoM 
oompoaition.  to  say  nothina.of  her^alngtof ,  aicht  make  any 
Met  proud  of  his  vaiaea,  Hra.  Robert  Ancwrifbt,  bom  Ifiai 


CHROmCLES  OF  THE  CAKOKQATE. 
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Tl»  MS  WM  ao  MOflM.fiiuihed,  Jium,  anxioos 
Ust  the  dinNiie  wiould  be  revived  betwixt  fm  brother 
aad  the  Earl  of  March,  King  Robert  cftlled  to  the  let- 
ter, "What  think  jrou  of  the  mtnetieley,  my  lord7~ 
Methinke,  ae  I  heard  it  eveo  at  this  distance,  it  waa 
a  wild  and  plea? ii^  lay." 

"My  jnd^ent  is  not  dee|^  niy  lord;  but  the  wom- 
er  may  dispense  with  my  approbatioii,  since  she 
eeems  to  have  received  that  of  his  Grace  of  Rothsay 
—the  first  Jud^e  in  Scotland." 

"Howr  aaid  the  King  in  alarm;  "is  my  son 
below?" 

"  He  is  mttint^  on  horeeback  by  the  glee-maiden," 
eaid  March,  widii  a  malidoue  smile  on  his  cheek, 
"  appaientlf  as  much  interseted  by  her  conversation 
aeher  music." 

"  How  is  thi^  Father  Priori"  said  the  Khg.  But 
the  Prior  drew  Sack  from  the  lattice. 

"I  have  no  will  to  see,  my  lord,  things  which  ii 
would  pain  me  to  repeat" 

"Howie  all  this?"  said  the  King,  who  coloured 
deeply,  and  seemed  about  to  rise  from  his  chair ;  but 
ebaingsd  his  mind,  as  if  unwilling,  perhaps,  to  look 
upon  some  unbecoming  prank  or  the  wikl  young 
l^nce,  wliich  he  might  not  have  had  heart  to  puniab 
with  necessary  seventy.  The  Earl  of  March  seem- 
ed to  have  a  pleasure  in  informing  him  of  that,  of 
which  doubtless  he  desired  to  remam  ignorant. 

"  My  liegei"  he  cried,  "  this  is  better  and  better. 
The  glee-maiden  has  not  only  engaged  the  ear  of  the 
Prince  of  Scotland,  as  well  as  of  every  groom  and 
trooper  in  the  court-yard,  but  shfr  has  nvetcd  the  at- 
tention of  the  Black  Douglas,  whom  we  have  not 
known  as  a  passionate  admirer  of  the  Gray  Science. 
But  truly,  I  do  not  wonder  at  his  astonishment,  for 
the  Prince  has  honoured  the  fair  professor  of  song 
and  viol  with  a  kiss  of  approbation." 

"How 7"  cried  the  King,  "is  David  of  Rothsay 
trifling  with  a  glee-maiden,  and  his  wife's  father  in 
presence? — Go,  my  good    father  Abbot,  call    the 

Prince  here  instantly — Go,  my  deaieet  brother" 

And  when  they  had  both.Ieift  toe  room,  the  King  con- 
tinuedy  "  Go,  good  cousin  of  March — there  will  be 
mischief^  I  am  assured  of  it  I  pray  you  go^  cousin, 
and  second  my  Lord  Prior's  prayers  with  my  com- 
mands." 

"  Vou  forget,  my  liege,"  said  March,  with  the  voice 
of  a  deeply  offended  person  j  "  the  father  of  Elizabeth 
of  Dunbar  were  but  an  unnt  intercessor  between  the 
Douglas  and  his  royal  son-in-law." 

"I  crave  your  pelrdon,  cousin,"  said  the  gentle  old 
man.  "I  own  you  have  had  some  wron^-but  my 
Rothsay  will  be  murdered— I  must  go  mYself." 

But  aa  he  arose  precipitately  from  hits  chair,  the 
poor  King  missed  a  footstep,  stumbled,  and  fell  hea- 
vily to  the  ground,  in  such  a  manner,  that  his  head 
stnking  the  comer  of  the  seat  from  which  he  had 
risen,  he  became  lor  a  minute  insensibb.  The  sight 
of  the  accident  at  once  overcame  March's  resent- 
ment, and  melted  his  heart.  He  ran  to  the  fallen 
Monarch,  and  ref^oed  him  in  his  seat,  using,  in  the 
tenderest  and  most  respectful  manner,  such  means 
as  seemed  most  fitted  to  recall  animation.  Robert 
opened  his  eyes,  and  gased  around  with  uncertainty. 

"  What  has  happened  ?— are  we  alone  ?  who  is  with 
us?" 

"Yourdntifttl  enhject,  March,"  replied  the  Earl. 

"  Alone  with  the  Earl  of  March  I"  repeated  the 
King,  his  still  disturbed  intellects  receiving  some 
alarm  from  the  name  of  a  powerful  chief,  whom  he 
had  reason  to  believe  he  had  mortally  offended. 

"Yes,  my  gracious  liege,  with  poor  George  of 
Dunbar;  of  whom  many  nave  wished  your  Majesty 
to  think  ill,  though  he  will  be  found  truer  to  your 
royal  person  at  the  last  than  they  will." 

Indeed,  eoiisiD,  you  have  had  too  much  wrong ; 
and  believe  me,  we  ahall  strive  to  redress" 

"If  your  Grace  thinks  so,  it  may  yet  be  nghted," 
interrupted  the  Eari,  eatchmg  at  the  hopes  which 
his  ambition  suggested ;  "  the  Prmce  ana  Marjory 
Douglaa  are  neuly  related— the  dispensation  from 
Rome  was  inmnnallv  granted  theg  marriage  can- 
not be  lawful— ^he  Pope,  who  will  do  much  for  so 
godly  a  Prince,  can  set  aside  this  unchristian  uoioi:^ 


in  respect  of  the  pr»*contnet. 
liege,"  oontinued  the  Eail,  kindlins  wiih  a  nev^  _ 
of  ambitious  thoughts,  to  which  the  unexpected  0^ 
portunity  of  pleadmg  his  cause  pertonaUy  bad  gtven 
risey—"  bethink  you  how  you  cfaooee  betwixt  i» 
Douglas  and  me.  He  is  powerful  and  niKhty»  I 
grant.  But  Georxe  of  Dunbar  wears  the  keys  of 
Scotland  at  his  belt,  and  could  bring  an  Enehshap> 
my  to  the  gates  or  Edinhuiigh,  ere  Dou^^  cooU 
leave  the  skirts  of  Caimtahle  to  oiiv>ose  them.  Yov 
royal  son  loves  my  poor  deserted  qtI,  and  fasm  the 
haughty  Marjory  of  Dm^s.  Your  Grace  may 
judge  the  small  account  hi  which  he  holds  her,  by 
his  toying  with  a  common  glee-maideii,  ewD  ai  the 
presence  of  her  father." 

The  King  had  hitherto  listened  to  the  Eaii'a  tx«B> 
ment  with  the  bewildered  fedings  of  a  timid  bone* 
man,  borne  away  by  an  impetuoue  steed,  who« 
course  he  can  neither  arrest  nor  direct.  Itei  the  Itsi 
words  awakened  in  his  recollection  the  senae  of  hii 
son's  immediate  danger. 

"Oh,  ay,  most  true— my  son— the  Doofl^as— Ok, 
my  dear  cousin,  prevent  blood,  and  all  ahall  be  as 
you  wilL— Hark,  there  is  a  tumult— that  iraa  the 
clash  of  armal" 

"  By  my  coronet— by  my  knightly  faith  it  ia  truer 
aaid  the  Earl,  looking  from  the  window  uix»n  the  lo- 
ner square  of  the  convent,  now  filled  with  armed 
men  and  brandished  weapons,  and  reeoundlng  with 
the  clash  of  armour.  The  deep-vaulted  entnnee 
was  crowded  wiih  warriors  at  its  Arthest  ezirenuiy. 
and  blows  seemed  to  be  in  the  act  of  being  exchangee 
betwixt  some  who  were  endeavouring  to  ilint  the 
gate,  and  others  who  contended  to  presa  in. 

"I  will  go  instantly,"  sakl  the  Earl  of  March, 
"  and  soon  quell  this  sudden  broil— Humblv,  I  prey 
your  Majesty  to  think  on  what  I  have  had  m  bokK 
neaa  to  propose." 

"  1  will— I  will,  fair  cousin,"  said  the  Kiofc  acaree 
knowing  to  what  he  pledged  himself—"  Do  oat  pre- 
vent tumult  and  bloodshed!" 


CHAPTER  XI. 

Psir  i«  the  dainiei,  itaf^tnf  Mr— 
Buiinr  at  ditUinoa  giewiw  tier  mil 
Approech— the  elood  of  wofal  em 
Hftngs  tfembliof  in  her  eye  the  while. 

Wb  must  here  trace,  a  little  more  correctly,  ike 
eventa  which  had  been  indistinctlv  seen  from  the 
window  of  the  royal  apartmenta^  and  yet  more  inJs 
tinctly  reported  by  thoee  who  witneaaed  ihero.  TW 
glee-maiden,  already  mentioned,  had  planted  herarit 
where  a  rise  of  two  large  broad  stepa,  iriving  amaa 
to  the  main  gateway  of  the  royal  apartmeiitai,  gaiDBd 
her  an,  advantage  01  a  loot  and  a  half  in  henmofw 
those  in  the  court,  of  whom  she  hoped  to  farm  aa 
audience.  She  wore  the  dress  of  her  calling;  whkk 
was  more  gaudv  than  rich,  and  riiowed  theperseB 
more  than  did  the  garb  of  other  femaln.  She  had 
laid  aside  an  upper  mantle,  and  a  small  baaket  whkk 
contained  her  slender  stock  of  neceeaaxies,  and  a 
little  French  apaniel  dog  eat  beside  theto,  as  thv 
protector.  An  azure-blue  jacket,  embroidered  wink 
sDver,  and  sitting  close  to  the  person,  waa  epen  in 
front,  and  showed  several  waistoosta  of  diftneat' 
coloured  silks,  calculated  to  set  oft  the  aymmetii  sf 
the  ahouldera  and  bosom,  and  remahiingopeD  at  * 
throat    A  small  ailver  chain  worn  anmnd  her  i 

involved  itself  amongst  theae  brilliant-eoloaied 

ooata,  and  waa  again  produced  from  them,  to  di^faty 
a  medal  of  the  same  metal,  which  intimnted,  in  the 
name  of  some  court  or  guild  of  minstrdsL  thedeffaa 
aha  had  taken  in  the  Gay  or  Joyous  acsence.  A 
email  acrip,  auspended  over  her  raooldera  bf  ablnB 
silk  riband,  hung  on  her  left  side. 

Her  sunny  complexion,  snow-white  teeth,  btflhst 
black  eyes,  and  raven  locks,  marked  her  country  Ijag 
fkr  in  the  south  of  Prance,  and  the  arch  amus  M 
(fimpled  chin  bore  the  aame  character.  Her  lozaraBt 
raven  locks,  twisted  around  a  small  gold  bodkiL 
were  kept  in  their  poaition  by  a  net  of  wk  and  ^SL 
Short  petticoata,  deep-laced  with  aOver,  to  eorrespB 
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,tk»j*okA(ii^«lodiiii8f  ^bk^  wiMvinblA  so 
Motar  the  calfaf  taal^,  sua  buskins  of  %m- 
Itatker,  completed  her  a4iu8iineiit,  which, 
Ux  from  new,  had  been  saved  sa  an  imtar- 
holiday  suit,  which  much  care  had  kept  in 
apod  order.  She  seemed  about  twenty-five  years 
old ;  but  perhaps  fatij^e  and  wandering  had  antici- 
paled  the  toudE  of  time,  in  obliteratiDg  the  freahness 
of  early  youth. 

We  nave  aaid  the  slee-maiden's  manner  was  lively, 
and  we  may  add,  that  her  smile  and  repartee  were 
roadj.  But lier  gayety  was  assumed,  as  a  quality  es- 
NBtiaUy  necessary  to  her  trade,  of  which  it  was  one 
of  the  miaeri68)  that  the  professors  were  obUffed  fre- 
qpioitly  to  cover  an  achme  heart  with  a  compelled 
smUei  Thia  seemed  to  be  the  case  with  Louise,  who, 
iihether  she  was  actually  the  heroine  of  her  own  song, 
Of  whatever  other  cause  she  might  have  for  sadness, 
MOwecLat  times  a  strain  of  deep  melancholy  thoueht, 
w^idi  interfered  with  and  controlled  the  natural  flow 
^Uvely  epirits.  which  the  practice  of  the  Joyous 
Soeoce  «9>eciailv  required.  She  lacked  also,  even 
ia  her  gayest  salliee,  the  decided  boldness  and  cf- 
fiontery  oi  her  sisterhood,  who  were  seldom  at  a  loss 
to  retort  a  saucy  jest,  or  turn  the  laugh  against  any 
who  interrupted  or  interfered  with  them. 

It  may  be  here  remarked,  that  it  was  impossible 
that  this  class  of  women,  very  numerous  in  that  age, 
esold  bear  a  character  generally  respectable.  Ther 
were,  however,  protected  by  the  manners  of  the  time; 
uid  such  were  the  immumties  they  possessed  by  the 
rights  of  chivaliy,  that  nothuig  was  more  rare  than 
to  hear  of  such  errant  damsels  sustaining  injury  or 
wrong,  and  they  passed  and  repassed  sajfely,  where 
tnned  travellers  would  probably  have  encountered  a 
bloody  opposition.  But  though  licensed  and  protected 
in  honour  of  their  tuneful  art,  the  wandenng  min- 
Btrels,  male  or  female,  like  similar  ministers  to  the 
pttbUe  amua^nent,  the  itinerant  musicians,  for  in- 
stance, and  strolling  comedians  of  our  own  day,  led 
a  \tS»  too  irregular  and  precarioun,  to  be  accounted  a 
eieditable  part  of  society.  Indeed,  among  the  stricter 
Catholics,  the  profession  was  considered  as  unlawful. 

Such  was  the  damsel,  who^  with  viol  in  hand,  and 
stationed  on  the  elight  elevation  we  heve  mentioned, 
stepped  forward  to  the  bystanders  and  announced 
herself  as  a  mistress  of  the  Gay  Science,  duly,  quah- 
fled  by  a  brief  from  a  Court  of  L.ove  and  Music  held 
at  /iXKt  in  Provence,  under  the  countenance  of  the 
flower  of  chivalry,  the  gallant  Count  Aymer;  who 
aow  prayed  that  the  cavaUers  of  merry  Scotland, 
who  weie  known  over  the  wide  world  for  bravery 
wad  courtesy,  would  permit  a  poor  stranger  to  try 
whether  she  could  anord  them  ,any  amusement  by 
bar  art — ^The  love  of  song  was  like  the  love  of  fight, 
a  common  passion  of  the  age,  which  all  at  least  af> 
fected  whether  they  were  actually  possessed  by  it  or 
fio;  ueoreibre  the  acquiescence  in  Louise's  proposal 
was  yniversal.  At  the  same  time,  an  aged,  dark- 
bmwed  monk,  who  was  among  the  bystanders, 
thought  it  necessary  to  remind  the  glee-maiden,  that, 
■nee  she  was  tolerated  within  these  precincts,  which 
was  an  unusual  grace,  he  trusted  nothing  would  be 
nmg  or  said  inconsistent  with  the  holy  character  of 

the  place. 

The  j^ee-maiden  bent  her  head  low,  shook  her  sa- 
Ue  locks,  and  crossed  herself  reverentially,  as  if  she 
disclaimed  the  possibility  of  such  a  tranag[ression,  and 
then  began  the  song  of^poor  Louise,  wmch  we  gave 
at  leogS  in  the  last  chapter. 

Just  as  she  commenced,  she  was  stonoed  by  a  cry 
of  "  Room— room— place  for  the  Duke  of  Rothsay  r 

"  Nay,  hurry  no  man  on  my  score,"  said  a  gallant 
yooag  cavalier,  who  entered  on  a  noble  Airabian 
horse,  which  he  managed  with  exquisite  grace,  though 
by  such  slight  handling  of  the  reins,  such  imperoeDti- 
ble  pressure  of  the  limos  and  sway  of  the  body,  that 
to  any  eye  save  that  of  an  experienced  horseman,  tjie 
animal  seemed  to  be  putting  forth  his  paces  for  his 
own  amusement,  and  thus  graoefuUy.bearmg  lorwaxd 
a  rider  who  was  too  indolent  to  give  himself  any 
trq^ile  about  the  matter.  . 

Tlie  Prince's  apparel,  which  was  very  nch,  wa»  nut 
OQ  wilk  sloveoly  oarelaasBess.    His  form,  though  his 


statore  was  low,  and  hb  Hmbs  extremely  aiigbt,  Wtm 
elegant  in  the  extreme;  and  hisiuturesBo  Un  nano^ 
some.  But  there  was  on  hia  brow  a  hagoaitl  pai*- 
nesSf  which  seemed  the  efioet  of  care  or  of^daaipation, 
or  of  both  theae  wasting  causes  oombined.  Uiseyes 
were  sunk  and  dim,  as  fiom  late  indulgenee  in  rwrol- 

2r  on  the  preceding  evening,  while  his  cheek  wasin- 
amed  with  unnatural  red  as  if  either  the  efisct  of 
the  Bacchanalian  orgies  had  not  passed  away  tnm  the 
constitution,  or  a  morning  draught  had  heen  resorted 
to,  in  order  to  remove  the  efiioces  of  the  nif^t's  de- 
bauchery. 

Soch  was  the  Duke  of  Rothsay^  and  heir  of  the 
Scottish  crown,  a  sight  at  once  of  mtetest  and  com- 
passion. All  unbonneted,  and  made  way  for  him, 
while  he  kept  repeating  carelessly,  "  No  haste^no 
haste— I  shall  arrive  soon  enough  at  the  place  I  am 
bound  for.— How's  this — a  damsel  of  the  Joyous  Sci- 
ence ?  Ay.  by  St.  Giles  I  and  a  comely  wencn  to  boot. 
Stand  still,  my  merry  men;  never  waa  minatrslBy 
marred  for  me.— A  good  voice,  by  the  mass  1  Begin  me 
that  lay  again,  sweethean." 

Lotuse  did  not  know  the  i>er0on  who  addressed  hsr; 
but  the  general  respect  paid  by  all  aroimd,  and  the 
easy  and  mdiilerent  manner  in  which  it  waa  rsoeived, 
showed  her  she  was  addressed  by  a  man  of  die  blu- 
est quality.  She  recommenced  her  lay,  and  sung  her 
best  accordingly;  while  the  young  Duke  seemed 
thoughtful  and  rather  afiected  towards  the  close  of 
the  ditty.  But  it  was  not  his  habit  to  chenah  such 
melancholy  aflections.  "  This  is  a  plaintive  ditty,  my 
nut-brown  maid,"  said  he,  chucking  the  retreatinir 
glee-maiden  under  the  chin,  and  detaming  her  by  the 
collar  of  her  dress,  which  was  not  difiScuIt,  as  he  sat 
on  horseback  so  close  to  the  steps  on  which  phe  stood 
"  But  I  warrant  me  you  have  liveUer  notes  at  will, 
ma  bella  ienebro9a ;  ay,  and  canst  sing  in  bower  as 
well  as  wold,  and  by  night  as  well  as  day." 

"I  am  no  nightingale,  my  lord,"  said  Louise,  en- 
deavouring to  escape  a  species  of  gallantry  which  ill- 
suited  the  place  and  drcumstancea,  a  discrepancy  to 
which  he  who  addressed  it  to  her  seemed  contempt* 
uously  indiflferent. 

"  What  hast  thou  there,  darling?"  he  added^  remo- 
ving; his  hold  from  her  collar,  to  the  scrip  which  she 
earned. 

Glad  was  Louise  to  escape  his  grasp,  by  sUpping 
the  knot  of  the  ribband,  and  leaving  the  little  ba^r 
in  the  Prince's  hand,  as,  retiring  back  beyond  his 
reach,  she  answered,  Nuts,  my  lord,  of  the  last  r^ 
son." 


» 


The  Prince  pulled  out  a  handfhl  of  nuts  according*' 
ly.  "  Nuts,  child  I— they  will  break  thine  ivory  teeth 
—hurt  thy  pretty  voice,"  said  Rothsay,  cracking  one 
with  his  teeth,  like  a  village  schoolboy. 

"  They  are  not  the  walnuts  of  my  own  sunny  dune^ 
my  lord."  said  Louise ;  "  but  they  hang  low,  and  aro 
within  the  reach  of  the  poor." 

"You  shall  have  somethmg  to  afford  you  better 
fare,  poor  wanderins  ape,"  said  the  Duke,  m  a  tons 
in  wmch  feeling  predominated  more  than  in  the  affeet* 
ed  and  contemptuous  gallantry  of  his  first  address  to 
the  glee-maiden. 

At  this  moment,  as  he  turned  to  ask  an  attendant 
for  his  purse,  the  Prince  encountered  the  stsm  and 
piercing  look  of  a  tall  black  man,  seated  on  apowsr- 
hil  iron-gray  horse,  who  had  entered  the  court  with 
attendants  while  the  Duke  of  Rothsay  was  engaflsd 
with  Louise,  and  now  remained  stupined  and  aunost 
turned  to  stone  by  his  surprise  and  anger  at  this  un- 
seemly spectacle.  Even  one  who  had  never  seen  Ar- 
chibald, Earl  of  Douglas,  called  the  Grim,  must  have 
known  him  by  his  swart  complexion,  his  gioantic 
frame,  his  bufihcoet  of  bull's  hide,  and  hia  air  of  coi^ 
rage,  firmness,  and  sagacity,  mixed  with  indomttabfo 
p^e.  The  loss  of  an  eye  m  batde.  though  iwt  per- 
ceptible at  first  sight,  as  the  ball  fd  theiiuured  ojqgtli 
remained  similar  to  the  other,  gave  yet  a  stem  im- 
moveable glare  to  the  whole  asi>ect. 

The  meeting  of  the  royal  son-m-iaw  with  his  tena- 
ble stepfather,  was  in  circumstances  which  anested? 
the  attentk>n  of  all  present ;  and  the  bystandsrs  wait^ 
ed  the  issue  with  silence  and  suppieMed  bissth,  lest 
they  should  lose  any  part  of  what  was  to  enstis. 


CHRONtCLES  OP  THE  CAKONOATE. 
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Wb«to  the  Dukd  of  Rothsay  nw  the  expresnon 
whkh  oocupiBd  the  stem  features  of  Douglas,  and  re- 
muked  that  the  Eari  did  not  make  the  least  motion 
towards  respectful,  or  even  dvil  salutatwn,  he  seem- 
ed determined  to  show  him  how  little  respect  he  was 
disposed  to  pay  to  his  displeased  looks.  He  took  his 
purse  from  nis  chamberlain. 

"  Here,  pretty  one,"  he  said,  "  I  give  thee  one  gold 
piece  for  the  song  diou  hast  sung  me,  another  for  the 
nuts  I  have  stolen  from  thee,  and  a  third  for  the  kiss 
thou  art  about  to  give  me.  For  know,  mv  pretty  one, 
that  when  fair  lips  (and  thine,  for  fault  or  better,  may 
be  called  so)  make  sweet  music  for  my  pleaBur&  I  am 
sworn  to  St.  Valentine  to  press  them  (o  mine." 

"My  song  is  recompensed  nobly**— said  Louise, 
shrinking  back ;  "  mv  nuts  are  sold  to  a  good  market 
^^rther  traffic,  mr  lord,  were  neither  befitting  you 
nor  beseeming  me. 

"  What !  you  coy  it,  my  nymph  of  the  highway  1" 
said  the  Pnnce,  oontemptuously.  "Know,  damsel 
that  one  asks  von  a  srace  who  is  unused  to  denial." 

"  It  is  the  Pnnce  of  Scoiland"—**  the  Duke  of  Roth- 
say,"—said  the  courtiers  around,  to  the  terrified  Lou- 
ise, pressing  forward  the  trembling  young  woman ; 
**  you  must  not  thwart  his  humour." 

*But  I  cannot  reach  your  lordship,"  she  said  timid- 
Jy,  "  you  sit  so  high  on  horseback.'^ 

"If  I  must  afaght,"  said  Rothsav,  "  there  shall  be 
the  heavier  penalty— What  does  the  wench  tremble 
for  1  Place  thy  foot  on  the  toe  of  my  boot,  give  me 
hold  of  thy  hand— Gallantly  done !"  He  kissed  her 
as  she  stood  thus  suspended  in  the  air,  perched  upon 
his  foot,  and  supported  by  his  hand ;  saying,  "  there 
is  thy  kiss,  and  there  is  my  purse  to  pay  it ;  and  to 

See  thee  farther,  Rothsay,  will  wear  tny  scrip  for  the 
'."  He  suffered  the  frightened  girl  to  q?ring  to 
ground,  and  turned  his  looks  from  her  to  bend 
them  contemptuously  on  the  Rarl  of  Douglas,  as  if 
he  had  said,  All  this  I  do  in  despite  of  you  and  of 
your  daughter's  claims." 

"  By  St.  Bride  of  Douglas  I"  said  the  Earl,  pressing 
towards  the  Prince,  "  this  is  too  mach,  unmannered 
boy,  as  void  of  sense  as  honour !  You  know  what 
considerations  restrain  the  hand  of  Douglas,  else  had 
you  never  dared" 

"Can  you  pl^y  st  spang-cockle,  ray  lord?"  said 
the  Prince,  placing  a  nut  on  the  second  joint  of  his 
forefinger,  and  spuming  it  oflT  by  a  smart  application 
of  the  thumb.  The  nut  struck  on  Douglases  broad 
breast,  who  burst  out  into  a  dreadful  exclamation  of 
wrath,  inarticulate,  but  resembling  the  growl  of  a 
lion  in  depth  and  sternness  of  expression.    "  I  cry 


your  pardon,  most  mighty  lord,"  said  the  Duke  of 
Rothsay,  scornfully,  while  all  around  trembled ;  "  I 
did  not  conceive  my  pellet  could  have  wounded  you, 
seeing  yon  wear  a  buflf-coat.  Surely,  I  trust,  it  did 
not  hit  Vonr  eye  7" 

The  Prior,  despatched  by  the  King,  as  we  have  seen 
in  the  last  chapter,  had  by  this  time  made  way 
through  the  crowd,  and  laying  hold  on  Douglas's 
rein,  m  a  manner  that  made  it  impossible  for  him  to 
advance,  reminded  him  that  the  Prince  was  the  son 
of  his  Sovereign,  and  the  husband  of  his  daughter. 

"Fear  not.  Sir  Pnor,"  said  Douglas.  "I  despise 
the  childish  boy  too  much  to  raise  a  finger  agamst 
him.  But  I  will  return  insult  for  insult.— Here,  any 
of  you  who  love  the  Douglas,— spurn  me  this  quean 
from  the  Monastery  gates ;  and  let  her  be  so  scourged 
that  she  may  bitterly  remember  to  the  last  day  of 
htr  life,  how  she  gave  means  to  an  unrespective  ooy 
to  afiJTont  the  Douglas  I" 

Pour  or  five  retainers  instantly  stepped  forth  to 
ezecuie  commands  which  were  seldom  uttered  in 
vain,  and  heavily  wouM  Louise  have  atoned  for  an 
olienoB  of  which  she  was  alike  the  innocent,  uncon- 
•ekms.  and  unwilling  instrument,  had  not  the  Duke 
of  Rothsay  interfered. 

"  Spnm  the  poor  glee-woman  P'  he  said  in  high 
indignation ; "  scourge  her  for  obeying  ray  coimnanos ! 
—Spurn  thine  own  oppressed  vassals,  rude  Earl^ 
■oouive  thine  own  faufty  hounds— but  beware  how 
foa  touch  so  much  aa  a  dog  that  Rothsay  hath  patted 
on  the  head,  for  leas  a  female  whose  lips  he  hath 


Before  DoDglaa  could  give  an  answar.  which 
certainly  have  been  in  defiance,  there  aroaa  ihst 
great  tumult  at  the  outward  sate  of  the  If  onastay, 
aheady  noticed,  and  men  both  on  botBeback  and  «■ 
foot  began  to  rush  headlong  in,  not  actually  fighiiag 
with  each  other,  but  certainly  m  no  peaceable  nua- 
ner. 

One  of  the  contendingparties.  seemingly,  wereper* 
tisans  of  Douglas,  known  by  the  cognizance  oc  ilw 
Bloody  Heart,  the  other  were  composed  of  citiaenBof 
the  town  of  Perth.  It  appeared  they  had  been  skii- 
mishing  in  earnest  when  without  the  gates,  but,  out 
of  respect  to  the  sanctified  ground,  they  lowetedthor 
weapons  when  they  entered,  and  confined  their  stiift 
to  a  war  of  words  and  mutual  abuse. 

The  tumult  had  this  good  eflect,  that  it  forced 
ssunder,  by  the  weight  and  press  of  numbcrS|  the 
Prince  andf  Douglas,  at  a  moment  when  the  levity  of 
the  former,  and  the  pride  of  the  latter,  wcte  araif 
both  to  the  utmost  extremity.  But  now peaoemakcft 
interfered  on  all  sides.  The  Prior  and  the  Moob 
threw  themselves  among  the  multitude,  and  eon- 
manded  peace  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  and  revereoee 
to  their  sacred  walls,  under  penalty  of  exoomffiuH* 
cation ;  and  their  expostulations  began  to  be  tisteaed 
to.  Albany,  who  was  despatched  oy  hia  royal  bio> 
ther  at  the  oeginning  of  the  fray,  had  not  arrived  uH 
now  on  the  scene  of  action.  He  instantlv  appM 
himself  to  Douglas,  snd  in  his  ear  conjured  him  to 
temper  his  passion. 

"  By  St.  Bride  of  Douglas,  I  will  be  avenged  f  ssid 
the  Karl.  "  No  man  shsU  brook  life  alter  he  hst 
passed  an  afiTront  on  Douglas." 

"  Why  so  you  may  be  avenged  in  fitting  time,"  said 
Albany ;  "  but  let  it  not  be  said,  that,  like  a  peeririi 
woman,  the  Great  Douglas  coukl  choose  neiihcvfase 
nor  place  for  his  vengeance.  Bethink  you,  all  thit 
we  have  laboured  at  is  like  to  be  upset  by  an  acddsat 
George  of  Dunbar  hath  had  the  advantage  of  aa 
audience  with  the  old  man ;  and  thou^  it  lasted  boi 
five  minutesj  I  fear  it  may  endanger  the  discolunoo 
of  your  family  match,  which  we  brought  about  with 
so  much  difficulty.  The  authority  from  Rome  has 
not  yet  been  obtamed." 

"A  toy!"  answered  Douglas,  haog:htily,— "* tfaejr 
dare  not  dissolve  it." 

"Not  whUe  Douglas  is  at  laige,  and  in  poaseaiaMi 
of  his  power,"  answered  Albany.  '*  But,  noble  Eaii 
come  with  me,  and  I  will  show  you  at  what  disad- 
vantage you  stand." 

Douglas  dismounted,  and  followed  his  wilv  aeooni- 
pltce  in  silence.  In  a  lower  hall  they  saw  the  raala 
of  the  Brandanes  drawn  ijp,  well-armed  in  ctpt  af 
steel  and  shirts  of  mail.  Their  captain,  makinc  aa 
obeisance  to  Albany,  seemed  to  desire  to  adocas 
him. 

"  What  now  HacLouis  7"  said  the  Duke. 

"  We  are  informed  the  Duke  of  Rothaay  has  beaa 
insulted,  and  I  can  scarce  keep  the  Brandanes  withia 
door." 

"  Gallant  MacLouis/'  said  Albany,  "  and  you,  bT 
trusty  Brandanes.  the  Duke  of  Rothsay,  my  priaedr 
nephew,  is  as  well  as  a  hopeful  gentleman  can  be 
Some  scuffle  there  has  been,  but  all  is  appeased.* 
He  continued  to  draw  the  Earl  of  Douglaa  forwaid. 

"You  see.  my  lord,"  he  said  in  his  ear,  **that  if  dit 
word  arrest  vras  to  be  once  spoken,  it  would  be  aeea 
obeyed,  and  you  are  aware  your  attendants  an  lew 
for  resistance." 

Douglas  seemed  to  acquiesce  in  the  necessity  ef 
patience  for  the  time.  "  If  my  teeth,"  be  said,  "  sbooU 
bite  through  my  lips,  I  will  he  silent  till  it  is  thehoer 
to  speak  out." 

Gteorge  of  March^  in  the  meanwhile,  had  a  oon 
easy  task  of  pacifying  the  Prince.  "  My  Lord  «f 
Rothsay,"  he  said,  spproachins  him  with  grave  eerS' 
mony,  "  I  need  not  tell  you  that  you  owe  me  sofDS> 
thing  for  repsration  of  honour,  though  I  Mane  not 
you  personally  for  the  breach  of  contract  which  has 
destroyed  the  peace  of  my  family.  Let  me  eoojat 
you  by  what  observance  your  Higfaneoa  may  owe  aa 
mjureia  man,  to  forego  for  the  preamt  diis  acandaiovt 
dispute." 

*'My  knd,  I  owe  you  mneh,**  raphad  Rolhaay; 


'bat    ihii  haughljr  and    i 


THE  KAIR  maid  Of  PERTH. 

conirollinv  lord   hai   b 


"  Xj  lord,  I  can  but  add,  raui  myil  (tthtt  u  ill- 
uth  (woaniH  with  terror  for  your  High  ting's  *  alelr, 
pliod  the  Prince — '■  the  kind,  good  old  ma 
MiiJyou,  my  Lord  or  March  1—1  am  wil 


III !"  T^>Ii 

ne  Duke  of  Rothiay  sprung  Trom  his  anddle  lo  llis 
BDiiRd.  and  wia  daahins  ioto  ihe  palace  like  a  srcy- 
J-^-j  _i ,„..,.  J> „  <(^  o„  hj,  ^^g^j;^ 

ng  remain  exclaimed, 
-Pro  lee  [ion  for  a  help- 


Diiuid,  when  ■  feeble  graap  waa  laid  _. 
■ad  the  faint  voice  of  a  kneeling  femali 

Prjifciian,  my  noble  Prince' 
oa  Rranger !' 

"Handa  ofli   atrollei!"  said  the  Earl  of  Slarch, 
il:rjRlng  the  lurpliinl  glee- maiden  slide. 

BoiihaeenilerPrinec  paused,  "Itislru 

I  have  brought  the  venj^snce  ol 


,"heaaid, 


ndplc«  c 


OHer 


ffliaii 


^i(^— Ha:  thou  ai  mine  elbow,  linnc^i  Unrry 
Soiihl     What  doai  ihou  here  ■?" 

"Tbare  has  been  bninoihin;!  of  a  fighl,  my  lord." 
iinwertd  our  acquaimaniTclhcNniiih. ''between  the 
uniusen  and  (be  Soiiihland  loons  who  ride  wilb 
i:t  Douglas  ;  nnd  we  have  awinsied  them  aa  far  an 


n  glad  of  it.    And  yr 


Highnesa'a. 


HiehneiiS  ivill  lind,  amoncyoui , 

nnd  lordfl  V'illin:;  cnoiigli  to  play  Sir  PandsrL.  .. 
Troy— it  la  tno  kni,<lilly  a  pa:[  lor  itoot  Hal  of  the 
Wynd." 

" Cmph— hah !"— said  the  Prince.  "My  purse, 
Edgar,"— (his  ntiendnnl  whispered  him)— "True, 
true,  I  gave  ii  to  the  poor  wench —1  knowenouahoi 

EDurcrsfl,  Sir  Smith,  nnd  of  cTirtimeii  in  psnsral,  lo 
e  nwan"  iliai  nien  lure  not  hnwks  with  empli 
liands)  liut  I  aii|i|ia!:e  niy  won!  inny  pass  for  ihe 
price  of  a  giind  nrmour,  and  1  will  par  it  lliec  with 
thnnks  lo  hnol  fut  ihi-j  slisbi  eiTi^ce?' 

"  Your  Hii;1incsa  mnvknow  olher  crnriamcn,"  raid 
the  Smith;  "hill,  wiih  rercrencc,  van  know  noi 
H'*nry  Gow.  He  will  obey  you  in  uinkiiif;  a  weapon. 
orin  wcldiiq[i>iic,bui  lie  knoivt  nothing  of  ihinpolii- 


Prinre 


eel  iHirglK-T,-"  the  wench  is 

0  me  aa  she  is  To  thra.  But  in  an  klle  moment, 
J  tnay  learn  ftoin  llioae  about  tboo,  if  thou 
'  -'  -otihjielf,  IdM  hern  iiaanng grace,  which 
— ■-■--- -■^hhcriif-    ""-  —  ■ 


.ikcly  10  coat  ihepoor  wrth^hWlifi*.  Thtreisno 
nc  here  whom  I  ran  irusl  to  protect  h(T  against  the 
i^Hplinc  of  bolt  andbnwslnnf^  with  wliirli  ihe  Bor- 

.  -eilinilvnwIiofullawDoiiBlnawill  bi'nihcrtodealh, 

"Piu-ly,  does  your  Hiulinesa  aak?"  Mid  Hcnrr. '  nnee  eiich  in  llis  idoaanre. 

'Wiy,  ay!  Wo  were  aironger  in  numbers,  lo  6c]  "If  "udi  bo  llle  caW,  iny  licge,  Bhe  haa  a  right  to 
«t;  but  no  men  ride  betier  amied  (ban  those  wlio  every  honeel  mnn'n  protci'tiait;  nnd  lunce  she  wears 
Uowifae  Bloody  Heart.  And  soin  >  sense  we  lir;nl  I  s  peiticoai.— Ihuiijih  I  woald  it  were  longer,  and  of  a 
■En  fairly  ;  for  as  your  Highnese  knows,  it  is  the  t  tcsi  fanciful  fashion.- 1  will  answer  for  her  protec- 
iBlh  who  makes  the  man-at-nrmr  ""■'  "■""  »..:,h  !  •!-*-  -•■  .....n  -*  >  mm»Ia  man  n.n,.      n,.t  K.k»A  Am  t 


While  they  t: 
■d  ipoken  wii 

anud  i 


tnuJ  in   anxious   baaie.     "My  Lord  Dulta!— My  I  lieia  ill  at  rase,  and  besides. ....._. 

Ind  Duke!— Your  falhcr  is  rccoverfil,  and  if  yon    her  lo  the  di-«il  if  ihou  will,  hul  place  b 


nnd    the  i  and  nhlige  Dnv 
r."  ;      "Myii'iblcP 

said   tlia  i  ways  wilh  reve 

DLjuut  10  hold,  I  ItfnceleAl  WOma.j  v  u»  vmu  vj    m.;  ..c 

Ihe   Earl  of   .lohn  Rnmorny.     But  ihoitgh  the  der 


DoDsdas  will  1 , ,_.  —  „., , . 

■  -ind  it  my  royal  father  is  recovereti,"  said   the  i  waya  wilh  reverence — that  I  would  rniher  givt 

iai^tles:  Prince,  ''and  is  holding,  or  about  lo  hold,  |  litnceleKi  woman  lo  tlie  cure  of  the  devil  than  of  S: 


j  aid  of  Holy  Church  hope 


if,  it  beGia  neilher  your  lordahip  nt 
ulIwB  uv  nmmoned.    So  there  is 

leak  of  mjr  lillle  business  wilh  n.. _..  .. 

■■'•'  hoia."  I  out  of  this  crowd,  or  through 
]POUT  Highneaa  take  it  ao?"  aaid  the  Earl,  mnmmins  hnbil,  may  be  well  n 
1 —  !.___«*.  -I rr ..  — -  I      "Pot  the  leaving  the  conve 


noa  b<m*af  a  changaof  favour  at  court  I        For  the  leavin 
o  hasiilv  aieiled,  and  were  as  speedily  i  "  this  good  mnnk, 

._ J        Then  so  let  it  ba  forGsonre  of  Dunbor."  i  cowl.l  Father  Xicl 

Hs  glvled  away  with 


r  Hishno 


-"Then  so  let  it  ba  forGeoTRe  of  Dunbar,    i  cowl,)  Father  Xichole 

id  away  with  a  gloomy  and  diepleaaed  aa-       "Ponr  brother  Cypi 

Httt  and  thue  udi  of  the  two  tnosi  powerful  noble-   mand."  said  the  taike 

Main  Scotland,  at  a  Ijme  when  the  arislocmcy  so        "Ay,  ay,  broiher  Cypnnn.    conimu«i  mo  rnnce, 

EiM^oonlTollad  thaihronn  Iha  reekloas  hdr-appa-    "yea.    Brother  Ci-prian  shall  let  you  onl  nt  some  ««■ 

Ml  had  mads  two  ananiicat  the  one  by  scornful  da-    crel  passage  which  he  knows  or,  and  I  will  see  mm 

iinee,  and  the  other  by  careleaa  neglect.  Ha  heeded   amiii  to  nny  n  Prince'-  ■' — '■■  '  ■  ■'  " 

HtiMEaiitof Mareh'sdeparlure,,howevcr,urrather      The  chiirchmnn  br 

9)  hit  teli«*ld  from  hb  imporluiiitf .  Louise,  w hi,  during 

TIm  Prince  wanton  in  indolent  conversation  with  I  the  onenpciikpi  to  (he -..., ,     .  — 

inr  triDCHirar,  whose  skill  in  his  art  had  made  him  I  scandalize  this  Bood   man  with  my  fooliah  garb— I 
MMDBJIr  known  to  many  of  the  groat  lards  about  |  have  n  . 


"I  had  aomelhing  to  aay  lo  thee.  Smith— Canit  I  a  worn:'  '  -  ..■  ,  ..:ili.c 
una  lalunn  a  fallen  link  in  my  Milan  hauberk  T'      '  my  frii       - nir^ui 

"Aawdt  plea-  your  Highneae,  a>  my  mother  I  est  fell.*  ■  1  >■■  :i  ilisnk  ihea  hei 
mid  take  up  a  aticb  in  the  neta  aho  wove— The  I  Tiien.  -i^  >i  n'r;iiii  orfariherobjc 
Xdana-afaall  not  known  my  work  fror  "-' "        —  '"-  " ' ''■ ' — 

"Well,  but  that  wis  not  whai  1  w _.  ,      , 

Jan  now,"  said  the  PrincftreoolleclinBhiinaelr;  "this  ;  ed,  and  i;  'irlL.2  bini!=e 
Voor  glse-wQRiin,  good  Smith,  she  must  beplared  in  :  once  i:ii'  "  " '  miK-h  ifrii 
ufely.    Thou  srt  man  enough  to  be  any  woinnn's  '  scani^ 

--g  Bod  thou  miisi  conduct  licr  to  some  place  ;  he  hi 


cnce,  and  poor 
1  looked,  from 


'.  a  friar's  hood  and 
■uriilcr.  I  would  aU 
led  '.  FsrewcUi  lion- 


nl^^lf  mvo 


clisBipioil,  and  thou  miisi  conduct  licr  to  some  place  '  he  hat 
•faaSty."  I  might, 

Hsarr  Smith  was.  as  wo  have  seen,  sufficiently '.  pursue 

^h  and  dating  when  weapons  were  in  que -  ■"-''■- 

But  be  had  also  the  pride  of  a  decent  biirghc 

ns  QDwilling  io  plica  himself  in  whai  migu^  ue  i  i^<jitui 

tooaght  eijuiTDcal  circumstances  by  ihe  sober  pari  of  {  conid 

'Hay  ii  pleaae  your  Highoeaa,"  bs  sa:d. 


ind   an  rqunl  risk  of 

)  u  prin-ipal  shnri' which 

f^rwrndnos",  in  tholtay, 

il)-.    M  ihe  eamc  time,  to  leave 

I  to  Ihe  ill  usaueof  thsbaiba- 

id    liccnlioiis  fi^lowers  of  Ihe 

boI1^la^  was  a'tl.oushl  which  liis  manly  heart 

'^-    ibrookforaninslanl. 

s  rouied  f>cm  liis  reverie  by  ihc  voice  of  the 
'ho,  alidins  out  liis  ^^-orda  wilh  the  indilTar 


u 


CHRONICLES  OP  THE  CANONOATE. 


COiUF. 


anoe  which  the  holy  fathers  entertained,  or  aifected, 
towardtall  temporal  matters,  deairea  tbem  to  foUpw 
lum.  The  Smith  irat  himself  m  motion,  with  a  ngh 
much  resemblinff  a  groan,  and.  without  appearii:^ 
exactly  connected  with  the  Monk's  motions,  he  fol- 
lowed him  into  a  cloister,  and  throuf;h  a  postern 
door,  which,  after  looking  once  b<*iiind  mm,  the  priest 
leA  ajar.  Behind  tbem  followed  Loiuse,  who  had 
hastily  assumed  her  small  bundle,  and,  calling  her 
little  four-lo^ed  companion,  had  eagerly  followed  in 
the  path  which  opened  an  escspe  Irom  what  had 
shortly  before  seemed  a  great  and  ineviuble  danger. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Tbao  up  snd  ipsk  tiM  fiiald  gmtowife, 

And  wow  I  bat  ritte  was  grim  i 

"  Hmd  e'or  yam  father  done  the  like, 

It  hod  been  ill  for  him."— LvitsYTKUMBCu. 

Thc  party  were  now,  b>  a  secret  passage,  admitted 
within  the  church,  the  outward  doors  of  which,  uau 
ally  left  open,  had  been  closed  against  every  one  m 
consequence  of  the  recent  tumult,  when  tlie  notersof 
both  parties  had  endeavoured  to  rush  into  it  for  other 
purposes  than  those  of  devotion.  They  traversed  the 
gloomy  aisles,  whose  arched  roof  resounded  to  the 
heavy  tread  of  thc  armourer,  but  was  silent  under 
the  sandal'd  foot  of  the  Monk,  and  thc  light  step  of 
poor  Louise,  who  trembled  cxcisssively,  as  much  from 
fear  as  cold.  She  saw  that  neither  her  spiritual  nor 
temporal  conductor  looked  kindly  upon  her.  The 
former  was  an  austere  man,  whose  aspect  seemed  to 
hold  the  luckless  wanderer  in  some  d(>^ree  of  hor- 
ror, as  well  as  contempt:  while  the  latter,  though,  as 
we  have  seen,  one  of  the  best-naturcd  men  living, 
was  at  present  grave  to  the  pitch  of  sternness,  and  not 
a  little  displeased  i^nth  having  the  part  he  was  play- 
ing forced  upon  him,  without,  as  he  was  constrained 
to  feel,  a  possibility  of  his  declining  it. 

His  dislike  at  his  task  extended  itself  to  the  inno- 
cent object  of  his  protection,  and  he  intemallv  said  to 
himsel^  as  he  surveyed  her  scornfully, — "A proper 
queen  of  beggars  to  walk  the  streets  of  Perth  with, 
and  I  a  decent  burgher !  This  tawdry  minion  must 
have  as  ragged  a  reputation  as  the  rest  of  her  sister- 
hood, and  I  am  finely  jsped  if  my  chivalry  in  her  be- 
fulf  comes  to  Catharine's  ears.  I  had  better  have 
slain  a  man,  were  he  the  best  in  Perth ;  and,  by  ham- 
mer and  nauB,  I  would  have  done  it  on  provocation, 
rather  than  convoy  this  baggage  through  the  city." 

Perhaps  Louise  su^ected  the  cause  of  her  conduc* 
tor's  anxiaty,  for  she  saiti,  timidly  and  with  hesita- 
tion,, "  Worthy  sir,  were  it  not  better  I  should  stop 
one  mstant  in  that  chapel,  and  don  my  man  tie  1" 

"  Umph,  sweetheart,  well  proposed,"  said  the  ar- 
mourer ;  but  the  Monk  interfered,  raising  at  the  same 
time  tho  finger  of  interdiction. 

"The  Chapel  of  Holy  St.  Madoz  is  no  tiring- 
room  for  Jugglers  and  strollers  to  shift  their  trappings 
m.  I  win  presently  show  thee  a  vestiary  more  suit- 
ed to  thy  condition.'* 

The  poor  ycunc  woman  hung  down  her  humbled 
head,  and  turned  from  Uie  chapel  door  which  she  had 

Sproachod,  vrith  thc  den>  sense  of  sdf-abasement. 
er  Kttle  spaniel  seemed  to  gather  from  liis  mis- 
tress's looks  and  manner,  that  they  were  unauthor- 
ised intruders  on  the  holy  ground  which  they  trode, 
and  hung  his  oars,  and  swept  the  pavement  with  his 
tail,  as  he  trotted  slowly  and  close  to  Louise's  heels. 

The  monk  moved  on  without  a  pause.  They  de- 
scended a  broad  fligh  t  of  steps,  and  proceeded  throu^ 
a  labyrinth  of  subterranean  passages,  dimlv  lighted. 
As  they  passed  a  low-arched  door,  the  Monk  turred, 
and  said  to  Louise,  with  the  same  stem  voioe  as  be- 
ficn-e,— "T%ere,  daughter  of  folly,  there  is  a  robing- 
room,  where  many  oefore  you  have  deposited  their 
vestments!" 

Obeying  the  least  agnal  with  ready  and  timorous 
acqubBBcence,  she  pushed  the  door  open,'but  instantly 
ne<^led  with  terror.  It  was  a  chamel-bouse,  half 
filled  with  dry  skulls  and  bones. 

I  fear  to  change  my  dress  there,  and  alone— But 
tf  yott.  father,  oommand  it,  be  it  as  you  will." 

Why,  thou  child  of  vanity,  the  remains  on  which 


thpu  bokest  ate  bat  the  euikif  ftCtiveof  Ume 
m  their  day.  led  or  followed  in  the  puraait  or  wt 
pleasnre.    And  such  shall  thonb&fiDr  all  ^  an 
snd  ambling,  thy  piping  and  thy  naipiac :  tho«, 
all  such  mmisters  of  mvolous  and  wonaly . 
must  become  like  these  poor  boDos,  whoin  thy  Wi 
nicety  fears  and  loathes  to  look  upon." 

"  Sav  not  with  idle  nieoty,  revenod  father,"  an- 
swerea  the  glee-maiden,  "  for  Heairea  knows,  I  e»> 
vet  the  repose  of  these  poor  bleached  reBcs ;  and  U 
by  stretching  my  body  upon  tbem,  I  oouU,  witbe« 
sin,  bring  my  stale  to  theirs,  I  wookl  chooes  tkat 
charnel-neap  for  my  place  of  rest,  beyond  die  tem 
and  softest  couch  in  Scotland." 

"  Be  patient,  and  come  on,"  said  the  Honk;  m  a 
milder  tone ;  "  the  reaper  must  not  l^ave  the  barvcii- 
wotk  till  sunset  gives  the  signal  that  the  day's  lofl  it 
over." 

They  walked  forward.    Brother  Cyptian,  at  lk» 
end  ot  a  long  gallery,  opened  the  door  of  a 
apartment,  or  perhaps  a  chapel,  for  it  w 
with  a  crucifiz,  bemre  which  boilied  fonr  li 
All  bent  and  crossed  themselves;  and  the  priest! 
to   the  minstrel  maidoo,  pointirig   to  the 
"  What  says  that  emblem  f" 

"  That  OR  invites  the  sinner  as  well  ae  the  lifiht* 
sous  to  spproach." 

**  Ay,  if  the  sinner  put  from  him  his  sin,"  esid  the 
Monk,  whose  tone  of  voiee  was  evidently  midv. 
"  Prepare  thyself  here  for  thy  journey." 

Louise  remained  an  instant  or  two  in  the  chapcLand 
presen  tly  re-appeared  in  a  mantle  of  coarse  grmy  clad, 
m  which  she  had  closely  muffled  herself  navmg  ^ 
such  of  her  more  gaudy  habiliments  as  ahe  had  tiav 
to  take  off^  in  the  little  basket  which  had  before  Md 
her  ordinary  attire. 

The  Monk  presently  afterwards  unlocked  a  dosr 
which  led  to  the  open  air.  They  found  thcmaelTcs  ia 
the  garden  which  surrounded  the  monaatary  of  dbe 
Dominicans.  '*  The  soutbern  gate  ia  on  the  iatd^ 
and  through  it  you  can  pass  unnoticed,"  said  ikc 
Monk.  "  Diess  thee,  my  son ;  snd  bleaa  tkee  tea 
unhappy  child.  Remembering  where  yon  pat  ea 
your  idre  trinkets,  may  you  take  caro  how  yon  agein 
resume  them!" 

**  Alas,  father !"  saki  Louise,  "  if  the  poor  i 
could  supply  the  mere  wants  of  life  bv  any 
ditableoccupstk>n,  she  has  small  wish  to 
kilc  art.    But" 

But  the  Monk  'had  vanished,  nay,  tha 
through  whk^h  sh^  had  juat  passed  appaaiad 
vanished  also,  so  cuiioiisly  was  it  ooncaaled 
a  flying  buttress,  and  among  the  prafiisa  on 
of  Gothic  architecture.  "  Here  is  a  woman  lataai 
by  this  privat<>  postern,  euro  enough,"  waa  Haan^s 
reflection.  '*  Pray  Heaven  the  good  fathara  nevcrM 
any  in !  The  place  seema  convenient  for  soch#MBa 
at  oope^.— But,  benedidte^  what  ia  to  be  daoe  Matt 
I  muat  get  rid  of  this  quean  as  fast  as  I  can  t  aad  I 
must  see  her  safe.  For  let  h«r  be  at  heart  what  ahs 
may,  she  looks  too  modest,  now  aheie  in  deesntdisM, 
to  deserve  the  usage  whkh  the  wfld  Scat  of  OaH^ 
way.or  the  IXevil's  legion  from  the  Liddeli,  aia  fte 
to  aflbrd  her." 

Louise  stood  as  if  she  waited  his  plaaaare  wkiflb 
way  to  go.  Her  little  dog,  relieved  by  the 
of  the  dark  subtemnean  vault  for  the 
sprang  in  wild  gambols  tbnm^  the 
jumped  upon  its  mistress :  and  aven.  tlw^.,  » 
timidly,  circled  close  round  the  Smita'a  foec,  to  SS' 
press  Its  eatiafection  tq  him  also,  and  oaanbais  lb 
favour. 

"  Down,  Chariot,  down  P'  sakl  the  gSee-auidia. 
**  You  are  glad  to  get  into  the  blessed  sonskiBe:  bai 
where  riiaU  we  rest  at  n^l,  my  poor  Chailot  r 


And  now,  miai 


Baid 


_   _  __         Smith,-Hnot 

lisbly^  for  it  waa  not  in  his  nature,  but  blnntlv,  saoBs 
who  IS  detarous  to  finish  a  dissgrseabla  ampioymBDt, 
— "  which  way  lias  your  road  V^ 

Louise  looked  on  the  groocd,  and  aras  alent  Ofe 
being  again  urged  to  say  which  way  abedeamd  tola 
conducted,  ahe  again  looked  down,  and  aaid,  ahs 
could  not  tell. 

"  Come,  oamsb*' Mid  Heuy,  "landamaBdallthat 
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-^  have  been  a  fofijanl— a  rardler  in  my  day-^bu^ 
itfa  bast  to  ba  plain.  As  matters  «ro  with  me  now,  t 
am  an  alterad  man  for  these  many,  many  months; 
and  so,  mv  miean,  you  and  I  roust  part  sooner  than 
pirhapa  a  light-o'-love  such  as  you  expected  to  part 
with—a  tikdy  young  Mow."  • 

Louise  wept  silently,  with  her  eyes  still  cast  on  the 
Xroond,  as  one  who  felt  an  insult  which  she  had  not 
a  light  to  complain  ot  At  length,  perceiving  that 
her  conductor  was  grown  impatient,  she  faltered  out, 

-Noble  sir** 

**  Sir  is  for  a  knight,"  said  the  impatient  buraher, 
**  and  nobU  is  for  a  baron.  I  am  Harry,  of  the  Wynd, 
■a  honest  mechanic,  and  free  of  my  guild." 

**0ooi  craftsman,  then,"  said  the  minstrel  woman, 
"yon  jad^  me  harshly,  but  not  without  seeming 
eiuse.  I  would  relieve  you  immediately  of  my  com- 
pany, which,  it  may  be,  brings  Utde  credit  to  good 
nen,  did  X  but  know  which  way  to  go." 

"  To  the  next  wake  or  fair,  to  be  sure/'  said  Hen- 
i^roosfaly,  having  no  doubt  that  this  distress  was 
iSectcd  for  the  purpose  of  palming  herself  upon  him, 
•nd  perhaps  dreadmg  to  throw  himself  into  the  way 
af  temptation ;  **  and  that  is  the  feast  of  St.  Madox,  at 
Aucfaterarder.  I  warrant  thou  wilt  find  the  way 
thither  well  enough." 

"AAr— Auchter — "  repeated  the  glee-maiden,  her 
MMthem  tongue  in  vain  attempting  the  Celdc  ac- 
OBBtuation.    "  I  am  told  my  poor  lava  will  not  be  un- 
derstood if  I  go  nearer  to  yon  dreadful  range  of  moun- 
taios.*' 
"  Will  you  abide,  then,  in  Perth  ?" 
"  But  where  to  lodge  Y'  said  the  wanderer. 
"  Why.  where  lodged  vou  last  night  7"  replied  the 
Smith.       You  know  where  you  came  from  surely, 
though  you  seem  doubtful  where  you  are  going  T" 

"  1  Slept  in  the  hospital  of  the  Convent  But  I 
was  only  admitted  upon  great  importunity,  and  I  was 
commanded  not  to  return." 

"  Nay,  they  will  never  take  you  in  with  the  ban  of 
^  Douglas  upon  you,  that  is  even  loo  true.  But  the 
PiiDoe  mentioned  Sir  John  Ramomy's— I  can  take 
ran  to  bis  lodgings  through  by-streets— though  it  is 
•bort  of  an  honest  burgher's  office,  and  my  time 
PRSnes." 

**  I  will  go  any  where— I  know  I  am  a  scandal  and 
UMUiiibranoe.  There  was  a  time  when  it  was  other- 
*He— But  this  Ramorny,  who  is  he  V* 

"A  courtly  knizht,  who  lives  a  jolly  bachelor's  life, 
■ad  is  Master  of  the  Horse,  snd  privado,  as  they  say, 
to  the  young  Prince." 

"  What !  to  the  wild,  scornful  young  man  who  gave 
oeessbn  to  yonder  scandal  ?— On  take  me  not  thither, 
Rood  friend  1  Is  there  no  Christian  woman,  who 
wottkl  give  a  poor  crcafure  rest  in  her  cowhouse,  or 
ouiL  for  one  night  1  I  will  begone  with  early  day- 
n«k.  I  will  repay  her  richly.  1  have  gold— and  I 
will  repay  you  too,  if  you  wfll  take  me  where  I  may 
00  safe  from  that  wild  reveller,  and  from  the  follow- 
•8  of  that  dark  Baron,  in  whose  eye  was  death." 

I*  Keep  your  gold  for  those  who  lack  it,  mistressL" 
Mid  Henry,  "  and  do  not  offer  to  honest  hands  the 
■noney  that  is  won  by  violing,  and  tabourine,  and  toe- 
tniiping,  and  perhaps  worse  pastimes.  I  tell  you 
wmly,  miatress,  I  am  not  to  be  fooled.  I  am  ready 
lo  take  you  to  any  place  of  safety  you  can  name,  for 
tny  promise  is  as  strong  as  an  iron  shackle.  But 
foa  cannot  persuade  me  that  you  do  not  know  what 
<vth  to  make  for.  You  are  not  so  young  in  your 
trade  as  not  to  know  there  are  hostelries  in  every 
U»wn.much  more  in  a  city  like  Perth,  where  such  as  you 
may  be  harboured  for  your  money,  if  you  cannot  find 
fwne  gulls,  more  or  fawer,  to  pay  your  lawing.  If  you 
nave  money,  mistress,  my  care  about  you  need  be  the 
<«Bs }  aod  truly  I  see  little  but  pretence  in  all  that  ex- 
OMstve  grief,  and  fear  of  being  loft  alone,  in  one  of 
year  occupation." 

Having  thu^  as  he  conceived,  signified  that  he  waa 
not  to  be  deceived  by  the  ordinary  arts  of  a  glee- 
"™en,  Henry  walked  a  few  paces  sturdily,  endea- 
▼oaring  to  think  he  was  doing  the  wisest  and  most 
fl^wnt  thing  in  the  world.  Yet  he  could  not  help 
looking  back  to  see  how  Louise  bore  his  departure, 
*od  was  shocked  to  observe  that  she  had  sunk  upon 
2  T 


a  bank,  with  her  arms  resting  on  her  knees,  and  her 
bead  on  her  arms,  in  a  situation  expressive  of  the  ut- 
most desolation. 

The  Smith  tried  to  harden  his  heart.  "It  is  all  a 
sham,"  he  said  {  "  the  gouge*  knows  her  trade— I'll 
be  sworn  by  Samt  Ringan. ' 

At  the  instant,  something  pulled  the  skirts  of  his 
cloak ;  and.  looking  round,  he  saw  the  little  spaniel, 
who  immediately,  as  if  to  plead  his  mistress's  cause, 
got  on  his  hind-iegs  and  began  to  dance,  whimpering 
at  the  same  time,  and  looking  back  to  Louise,  as  if  to 
solicit  compassion  for  his  foreaken  owner. 

"  Poor  thing,"  said  the  Smith,  "  there  may  be  a 
trick  in  this  too,  for  thou  dost  but  aa  thou  art  taught 
—Yet,  as  I  promised  to  protect  this  poor  creamre,  I 
must  not  leave  her  in  a  swoon,  if  it  be  one,  were  it  but 
for  manhood's  sake." 

Returning,  and  approachinghis  troublesome  charge, 
he  was  at  once  assured,  from  the  change  of  her  com- 
plexion, either  that  she  was  actually  m  the  deepest 
distress,  or  had  the  power  of  dissimulation  beyond 
the  comprehension  or  man— or  woman  either. 

"Young  woman,"  he  said,  with  more  of  kindness 
than  he  had  hitherto  been  able  even  to  assume,  "I 
will  tell  you  frankly  how  I  am  placed.  Tiiis  is  St. 
Valentine's  Day,  and  by  custom,  I  was  to  spend  it 
with  my  fair  Valentine.  But  blows  and  quarrels  have 
occupied  all  the  morning,  save  one  poor  half  hour. 
Now,  you  may  well  understand  where  my  heart  and 
my  thoughts  ara  and  where,  were  it  only  in  mere 
courtesy,  my  body  ought  to  be." 

The  glee-maiden  listened,  and  appeared  to  compre- 
hend him. 

"  If  you  are  a  true  lover,  and  have  to  wait  upon  a 
chaste  Valentine,  God  forbid  that  one  like  me  should 
make  a  disturbance  between  you  1,  Think  about  me 
no  more.  I  will  ask  of  that  great  river  t.i  be  my  guide 
to  where  it  meeia  the  ocean,  where  I  think  they  said 
there  was  a  seaport )  I  will  sail  from  thence  to  La 
Belle  France,  and  will  find  myself  once  more  in  a 
country,  in  which  the  roughest  peasant  would  not 
wrong  the  poorest  female." 

"You  cannot  go  to  Dundee  to-day,"  said  the  Smith. 
"  The  Douglas  people  are  in  motion  on  both  sides  of 
the  river,  for  the  alarm  of  the  morning  has  reached 
them  ere  now ;  and  all  this  day,  and  the  next,  and 
the  whole  night  which  is  between,  they  will  gather 
to  their  leader's  standard,  like  Higblandmen  at  the 
fiery  cross.  Do  you  see  yonder  five  or  six  men,  who 
are  riding  so  wildly  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  7 
These  are  Annandale  men;  I  know  them  by  the 
length  of  their  lances,  and  by  the  way  they  hold  them. 
An  Annandale  man  never  slopes  his  spear  backwarda, 
but  always  keeps  the  point  upright,  or  pointed  for- 
ward." 

"  And  what  of  them  7"  said  the  alee-maiden.  ' '  They 
are  men-at-arms  and  soldiers— They  woidd  respect 
me  for  my  viol  and  my  helplessness.'' 

"  I  will  say  them  no  scandal,"  answered  tlie  Smith. 
"  If  you  were  in  their  own  elcns,  they  would  use  you 
hospitably,  and  you  would  nave  nothing  to  fear ;  but 
they  are  now  on  an  expedition.  All  is  fish  that  cornea 
to  their  net.  There  are  amongst  them  who  would 
take  your  life  for  the  value  ot  your  gold  ear-ringa. 
Their  whole  soul  is  settled  in  their  eyes  to  see  prey, 
end  in  their  hands  to  grasp  it.  They  have  no  eara 
either  to  hear  lays  of  music,  or  listen  to  prayers  for 
mercy.  Besides,  their  leader's  order  is  ^ne  forth 
concerning  you,  and  it  is  of  a  kind  sure  to  be  obeyed. 
Ay,  great  lords  are  sooner  listened  to  if  they  say, 
'  Burn  a  church.'  than  if  they  say,  '  Build  one.*^" 

"Then."  said  the  glee- woman,  "I  were  best  sit 
down  ana  die." 

"  Do  not  say  so,"  replied  the  Smith.  "If  I  could 
but  get  you  a  lodging  for  the  nisht,  I  would  carry  you 
the  next  morning  to  Our  Lady^B  Stairs,  from  whence 
the  vessels  go  down  the  river  for  Dundee,  and  would 
put  you  on  board  with  some  one  bound  that  wav,  who 
should  see  you  safely  lodged  where  you  would  have 
fair  entertainment  and  kind  usage." 

"  Grood— excellent— generous  man  !"  said  the  glee- 
maiden,  "  do  this,  and  if  the  prayere  and  blessings  of 
a  poor  unfortunate  should  ever  reach  Heaven,  they 
•  Ooaf»,  in  old  Fraooli,  is  almoft  equivaloat  to  wench. 
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wiU  rise  thither  in  thy  behalf.  We  will  meet  at  yon- 
der postern  door  at¥rhatever  time  the  boats  take  their 
dq>arture."  ^     ,     . 

'*  That  is  at  six  in  the  mormng,  when  the  day  is 
bnt  young." 

"  Away  with  vou.  then,  to  your  Valentme  r-and  if 
she  loves  you,  on,  deceive  her  not !" 

'*  Alas,  i>oor  damsel !  I  fear  it  is  deceit  hath  brought 
thee  to  this  pass.  But  I  roust  not  leave  you  thus 
unprovided.  I  must  know  where  you  are  to  pass  the 
ni&t." 

"  Care  not  for  that.'*  replied  Louise— "  the  heavens 
are  clear— there  are  oushies  and  boskets  enough  by 
the  river  side ;  Chariot  and  I  can  well  make  a  sleep- 
ing-room of  a  green  arbour  for  one  night ;  and  to- 
morrow will,  with  your  promised  aid.  see  ,me  out  of 
reach  of  injury  and  wrong.  Ob,  the  night  soon 
passes  away  when  there  is  hope  for  to-morrow  I— 
Do  you  still  linger,  with  your  Valentine  waiting  for 
you  i  Nay,  I  shall  hold  you  but  a  loitering  lover,  and 
you  know  what  belongs  to  a  minstrel's  reproaches." 

"  I  cannot  leave  you.  damsel,"  answered  the  ar- 
mourer, now  completely  melted.  "  It  were  mere 
murder  to  suiieryou  to  pass  the  night  exposed  to  the 
keenness  of  a  Scottish  blast  in  February.  No,  no 
—my  word  would  be  ill  kept  in  this  manner;  and  if 
I  should  incur  some  risk  ot  blamCi  it  is  but  just  pen- 
ance for  thinking  of  thecL  and  using  thee,  more  ac- 
cording to  my  own  prejudices,  as  I  now  well  believe, 
than  thy  menta.  Come  with  me,  damsel— thou  shah 
have  a  sure  and  honest  lodging  for  the  night,  what- 
soever may  be  the  consequence.  It  would  be  an  evil 
compliment  to  my  Catharine,  were  I  to  leave  a  poor 
creature  to  be  starved  to  death,  that  I  miglit  enjoy 
her  company  an  hour  sooner." 

So  saying,  and  hardening  himself  against  ail  anti- 
cipations of  the  ill  consequences  or  scandal  which 
nuidit  arise  from  such  a  measure,  the  manly-hearted 
Smith  resolved  to  set  evil  report  at  defiance,  and  give 
the  wanderer  a  night's  refuge  in  his  own  house.  It 
must  be  added,  that  he  did  this  with  extreme  reluct- 
ance, and  in  a  sort  of  enthusiasm  of  benevolence. 

Ere  our  stout  son  of  Vulcan  had  fixed  his  worship 
on  Uie  Fair  Maid  of  Perth,  a  certain  namral  wildness 
of  disposition  had  placed  him  under  the  influence  of 
Venus,  as  well  as  that  of  Mars ;  and  it  was  only  the 
effect  of  a  sincere  attachment  which  had  withdrawn 
him  entirely  from  such  licentious  pleasures.  He  was 
therefore  justly  jealous  of  his  newly-acquired  reputa- 
tion for  constancy,  which  his  conduct  to  this  poor 
wanderer  must  expose  to  suspicion— a  little  doubtful, 
perhaps,  of  exposing  himself  too  venturously  to 
teinptauon — and  moreover  in  despair  to  lose  so  much 
of  St.  Valentine's  Day,  which  custom  not  only  per- 
mitted, but  enjoined  him  to  pass  beside  his  mate  for 
the  season.  The  journey  to  Kinfauns,  and  the  va- 
rious transactions  which  followed,  had  consumed 
the  day,  and  it  was  now  nearly  even-song  time. 

As  ii  to  make  up  by  a  speedy  pace  for  the  time  he 
was  compelled  to  waste  upon  a  subject  so  foreign  to 
that  vdiich  he  had  most  at  heart,  he  strode  on 
through  the  Dominican's  gardens,  entered  the  town, 
and  casting  his  cloak  around  the  lower  part  of  his 
fiiC8|  and  pulUng  down  his  bonnet  to  conceal  the 
upper,  he  continued  the  same  celerity  of  movement 
tnroui^  by-streets  and  lanes,  hoping  to  reach  his  own 
house  in  the  Wynd  without  being  observed.  But 
when  he  had  continued  his  rate  of  walking  for  ten 
minutea,  he  began  to  be  sensible  it  might  be  too  rapid 
tor  the  young  woman  to  keep  up  A%nth  him.  He  ac- 
pordingly  looked  behind  him  with  a  degree  of  angr>' 
impatiencei  which  soon  turned  into  compunction, 
when  he  saw  that  she  was  almost  utterly  exhausted 
by  the  speed  which  she  had  exerted. 

**  Now,  marnr,  hang  me  up  for  a  brute,"  said  Henry 
to  himself.  "  Was  my  own  haste  ever  so  great,  could 
it  ^ve  that  poor  creature  wings  ?  And  she  loaded 
With  jsaggage  too !  I  am  an  ill-nurtured  beast,  that  is 
oartain,  wherever  women  are  in  question ;  and  always 
ms  to  do  wrong  when  I  have  the  best  will  to  act 
right— Hark  thee,  damsel :  let  me  carry  these  things 
ftr  thee.    We  shall  make  better  speed  that  I  do  so/' 

Poor  Louise  would  have  objected,  but  her  breath 
wu  too  much  exhausted  to  express  herself;  and  she 


permitted  her  good-natarad  gaudiaa  to  tska  her  fitBa 
Ifaaket,  which  when  the  dog  beheld,  hm  cama  ariaiii^it 
before  Henry,  stood  up,  and  shook  hia  km^a.wm, 
whining  gently,  as  if  he  too  wanted  to  be  curisd. 

"  Nay,  then,  I  muat  needs  lend  thee  a  lift  toOi"  mmd 
the  Smith/  who  saw  the  creatnre  was  tired. 

"  Fi&  Chark>t  1"  said  Louise ;  "thou  knoweat  I  will 
carry  thee  myself." 

She  endeavoured  to  take  up  the  Kttle  ananieL  hot 
it  escaped  from  her ;  and  going  to  the  omer  aide  eC 
the  Smith,  renewed  ita  supplication  that  be  wooid 
take  it  up. 

"Chariot's right,"  said  the  Smith  ;  "hekiiow»b«l 
who  ia  ablest  to  bear  him.  This  lets  me  know,  ny 
pretty  one,  that  you  have  not  been  always  the  bearer 
of  your  own  mail— Chariot  can  tell  tales." 

So  deadly  a  hue  came  across  the  poor  glee-maideo'a 
countenance  as  Henry  spoke,  that  he  was  obl^gad  t» 
support  her,  lest  she  should  have  dropped  to  ths 
ground.  She  recovered  again,  however,  m  an  instant 
or  two,  and  with  a  feeble  voice,  requested  her  gaidB 
would  go  on. 

"  Nay,  nay,"  said  Henry,  aa  they  besan  to  mawe, 
"keep  hold  of  my  cloak,  or  my  aim,  it  it  hehwyoe 
forward  better.  A  fair  sight  we  are ;  and  had  I  int 
a  rebeck  or  a  guitar  at  my  back,  and  a  jadtanspas 
on  my  shoulder,  we  should  seem  ae  joyous  a  hneect 
strollers  as  ever  touched  string  at  a  castle  gate.— 
'Snails !"  he  ejaculated  internally,  '*  were  any  Belgh- 
bour  to  meet  me  with  this  Httle  hariotry'a  beakec  at 
my  back,  her  dog  under  my  arm,  and  herself  hangiflg 
on  my  cloak,  what  could  they  think  but  that  I  nad 
turned  mumper  in  good  earnest  1  I  would  not  fat 
the  best  harness  I  ever  laid  hammer  on,  that  any  of 
our  long-tongued  neighboura  met  me  in  thisjaiaae; 
it  were  a  jest  would  last  from  St.  Valentine'a  umy  t» 
next  Candlonas." 

Stirred  by  these  thoughts,  the  Smith,  altheogh  at 
the  risk  of  making  much  longer  a  route  wlben  ha 
wished  to  traverse  as  swiftly  as  poaeible,  to<»k  the 
most  indirect  and  private  course  which  be  coold  find 
in  order  to  avoid  the  main  streets,  still  crowded  with 
people,  owing  fo  the  late  scene  of  tumult  and  agitation. 
But  unhappOy  his  policy  availed  him  nothing;  inrm 
turning  into  an  alley,  he  met  a  man  with  bis  cloak 
muffled  around  his  lace,  from  a  desire  like  his  own 
to  pass  unobserved,  though  the  slight  ineignifiesBt 
figure,  the  spindle-shanks,  which  showed  theuiaslias 
beneath  the  mantle,  and  the  small  dull  eye  that  bhiik- 
ed  over  its  upper  folds,  announced  the  Pottingar  as 
distinctly  as  if  he  had  carried  his  sign  in  front  of  bis 
bonnet.  His  unexpected  and  most  unwelcome  pre- 
sence overwhelmed  the  Smith  with  confosion.  Bss- 
dy  evasion  wns  not  the  property  of  his  bold,  blotf 
temper ;  and  knowing  this  man  to  be  a  curioiis  o^ 
server^  a  malignant  tale-bearer,  and  by  no  meann 
well  disDosed  to  himeelf  in  particular,  no  better  hops 
occurred  to  him  than  that  the  worshipfiil  apothsesfy 
would  give  him  some  pretext  to  silence  his  test 
ny,  and  secure  his  discretion,  by  twisting  his 
round. 

But  far  from  doing  or  sa>ing  any  thing  whkh  codi 
warrant  such  extremities,  the  Pottingar,  necing  hi^ 
self  so  close  upon  his  stalwart  townsman  that  rsoof' 
nition  was  inevitable,  seemed  determined  it  abo^dSt 
as  slight  as  possible  :  and  without  appearing  lo  no- 
tice any  thing  particular  in  the  company  or  eiremi- 
stances  in  which  they  met,  he  barely  slid  oat  these 
words  as  be  passed  nim,  without  even  a  i^ance  to- 
wards his  companion  after  the  fost  instant  of  thsir 
meeting,— "A  merry  holiday  to  you  onoe  mora,  stoat 
Smith.  What !  thou  art  bringing  thy  oouan,  pretty 
Mistress  Joan  Letham,  with  her  mail,  from  the  vatcr^ 
side— fresh  from  Dundee,  I  warrant  ?  I  beard  afae  was 
expected  at  the  old  cordwainer's." 

As  he  spoke  thus,  he  looked  neither  right  nor  isft, 
and  exchanging  a  Save  you  .*"  with  a  aaloie  of  the 
aamc  kind  which  the  Smith  rather  muttered  thanit- 
tered  distinctly,  he  glided  forward  on  his  way  tike  a 
shsdow. 

"  The  foul  fiend  catch  me  if  I  can  swallow  that 
pill,"  said  Henry  Smith,  "how  well  soever  it  may  be 
gilded.  The  knave  has  a  shrewd  eye  for  a  kirtle,  and 
knows  a  wild  duck  from  a  tame,  ae  well  as  e'er  a  i 
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JB  Perth— He  were  the  lut  in  the  Fair  City  to  take 
Mar  plains  for  jpeara,  or  my  round-about  couain  Joan 
in  this  piece  or  fantastic  vanity.  I  fancy  hia  bearing 
inu  as  much  as  to  aav.  I  will  not  eee  what  you  might 
wish  me  blind  to— and  he  is  right  to  do  so.  as  he  mi^ht 
csaily  purchase  himself  a  broken  pate  by  meddling 
with  my  matters— and  so  he  will  be  silent  for  his  own 
nke.  But  whom  liaye  we  next— By  St  Dunatan ! 
the  chattering,  bragging,  cowardly  knave,  OUver 
Praudfute !" 

It  was,  indeed,  the  bold  Bonnet- maker  whom  they 
next  encountered,  who,  with  hia  cap  on  one  side,  and 
troihng  the  ditty  of 

"Thoa  art  ov«r  loisf  at  the  pot,  Tom,  Tom." 

ItTepIain  intimation  that  he  had  made  no  dry  meal. 
"Ha!  my  jolly  Smith,"  he  said,  "have  I  caught 
thea  in  the  manner  1— What,  can  the  true  steel  bend  ? 
^Oan  Vulcan^  as  the  minstrel  says,  pay  Venus  back 
in  her  own  com1~Faitfa,  thou  wilt  be  a  gay  Valen- 
tine before  the  year's  out,  that  begins  with  the  holi- 
day so  jollily." 

"Hark  ye,  Oliver,"  said  the  displeased  Smith,  "shut 
foor  eyes  and  pass  on,  crony.  And  hark  ye  again, 
scir  not  your  tongue  about  what  concerns  you  not,  aa 
|W  value  having  an  entire  tooth  in  your  head." 

I  betray  counsel  7—1  bear  tales,  and  that  against 
ay  brother  martialist  7—1  scorn  it— I  would  not  tell 
tteven  to  my  timber  Soldan !— Why,  I  can  be  a  wild 
luljani  in  a  comer  as  well  as  thou,  man— And  now 
r  think  on't,  I  will  go  with  thee  somewhere^  and  we 
will  have  a  rouse  together,  and  thy  Delilah  shall  give 
us  a  90Dg.    Ha  I  said  I  not  well  7" 

£xceIleDtly,"  said  Henry,  longing  the  whole  time 
to  knock  his  brother  martialist  down,  but  wisely  tak- 
ing a  more  peaceful  way  to  rid  himself  of  the  incum- 
brance of  his  presence—"  Excellently  well !— I  may 
want  thy  helix  too— for  here  are  five  or  six  of  the 
DougJaiaes  bewre  us— they  will  not  fail  to  try  to  take 
the  wench  from  a  poor  burgher  like  myself;  so  I 
will  be  glad  of  the  assistance  of  a  tearer  such  as 
thouart^ 

**I  thank  ye — ^I  thank  ye,"  answered  the  Bonnet- 
naker;  "but  were  I  not  better  run,  and  cause  ring 
the  common  bell,  and  get  my  great  sword  7" 

''Ay,  ay— run  home  as  fast  as  you  can,  and  say  no- 
thing of  what  you  have  seen." 

"  WbO(  1 7— Nay,  Seat  me  not  Pah !  I  scorn  a  tale- 
hMuer." 

"Away  with  you,  then;— I  hear  the  clash  of  ar- 
mour." 

This  put  life  and  mettle  into  the  heels  of  the  Bon- 
net-maker, who,  turning  his  back  on  the  supposed 
daaoer,  aet  off  at  a  pace  which  the  Smith  never 
douftad  would  speedily  bring  him  to  his  own  house. 
''Here  is  another  chattering  iay  to  deal  with," 
thoQj^t  the  Smith ;  "  but  I  have  a  hank  over  him  too. 
Hie  minstr^  have  a  fabUau  of  a  daw  with  borrowed 
ftathen,— why,  this  OUver  is  the  very  bird,  and,  by 
St  Dunatan,  if  he  lets  hia  chattering  tongue  run  on 
at  my  expense,  I  will  so  pluck  him  as  never  hawk 
pbimed  a  partndg[&    AndTthis  he  knows." 

Ab  these  reflections  thronged  on  his  mind,  he  had 
neatly  reached  the  end  of  bis  journey ;  and,  with  the 
sie»>roaiden  adU  hanging;;  on  his  cloak,  exhausted, 
partly  with  fear,  partw  with  fatigue,  he  at  length  ar- 
nted  at  the  middle  of  the  Wynd,  which  was  honoured 
with  hia  own  habitation,  and  from  whioh^  in  the  un- 
certainty that  (hen  attended  the  application  of  8iir< 
Bamea,  tie  demed  oneof  his  own  appellatives.  Her^ 
on  onliiiary  dayik  his  furnace  waa  aeen  to  blaze,  and 
icNtf  faalf-atripped  knaves  stunned  the  neighbourhood 
with  the  elaiuc  of  hammer  and  stithy.  But  St.  Va- 
l8ntiDe*a  holiday  was  an  exeuae  for  these  men  of  steel 
having  shut  the  shop,  and  for  the  present  being  absent 
oo  their  own  errands  of  devotion  or  pleasure.  The 
bouse  which  adjoined  to  the  smithy  called  Henry  its 
owner ;  and  though  it  was  small,  and  situated  m  a 
narrow  street,  yet,  as  there  was  a  large  garden  with 
fruit-treea  behind  it,  it  constituted  upon  the  whole  a 
pleasant  dwelling.  The  Smith,  instead  of  knocking 
or  eallins,  which  would  have  drawn  neighbours  to 
doors  ana  windows,  drew  out  a  pass-key  of  his  own 
fiibricatioD*  then  a  great  and  envied  curiosity,  and 


opening  the  door  of  hia  honae,  introduced  his  compa- 
nion into  his  habitation. 

The  apartment  which  received  Henry  and  the  glee- 
maiden  was  the  kitchen,  which  served  amongst  uoae 
of  the  Smith's  station  for  the  family  sitting-room,  al- 
though one  or  two  individuals,  like  Simon  Glover, 
had  an  eating-room  apart  from  that  m  which  their 
victuals  were  prepared.  In  the  comer  of  this  apart* 
ment,  which  was  arranged  with  an  unusual  attention 
to  cleanliness,  sat  an  old  woman,  whose  neatness  of 
attire,  and  the  precision  with  which  her  acarlet  plaid 
was  drawn  over  her  head,  so  aa  to  descend  to  her 
shoulders  on  each  side,  might  have  indicated  a  higher 
rank  than  that  of  Luckie  Shoolbred,  the  Smith's 
housekeeper.  Yet  such  and  no  other  was  her  desig- 
nation ;  and  not  having  attended  mass  in  the  morn- 
ing, she  was  quietlv  reposing  herself  by  the  side  of  the 
fire,  her  beads,  half  told,  hanging  over  her  left  arm ; 
her  prayers  half  said,  loitering  upon  her  tongue ;  her 
eyes,  half  closed,  resigning  themselves  to  slumbw, 
while  she  expected  the  return  of  her  foster-son,  with- 
out being  able  to  guess  at  what  hour  it  was  likely  to 
happen.  She  atarted  up,  at  the  sound  of  his  entrance, 
and  bent  herejre  upon  his  companion,  at  fhrst  with  a 
look  of  the  utmost  surprise,  which  gradually  was  ex- 
changed for  one  expressive  of  great  displeasure. 

"Now  the  Saints  bless  mine  eyesight,  Hemy 
Smith !"— she  exclaimed,  very  devoutly. 

"Amen,  with  all  my  heart.  Gret  some  food  ready 
presently,  good  nurse,  for  I  fear  me  this  traveller  hath 
dined  but  lightly." 

"  And  again  I  pray  that  our  Lady  would  preserve 
my  eyesight  from  the  wicked  delusions  of  Satan !" 

^*  So  be  it.  I  tell  you,  good  woman.  But  what  ia 
the  use  of  all  this  pattering  and  prayering7  Do  yon 
not  hear  me  7  or  will  you  not  do  as  I  bid  you  7" 

"  It  must  be  himself,  then,  whatever  ia  of  it !  But 
oh  1  it  iB  more  like  the  foul  fiend  in  his  likeness,  to 
have  such  a  baggage  hanging  upon  his  cloak.— O 
Harry  Smith,  men  called  you  a  wild  lad  for  laaa 
things !  But  who  would  ever  have  thought  that  Har- 

2  would  have  brought  a  light  leman  under  the  roof 
at  sheltered  his  worthy  mother,  and  where  his  own 
nurse  has  dwelt  for  thirty  years !" 

"  Hold  your  peace^ld  woman,  and  be  reasonable,*' 
said  the  Smith.  "  This  glee- woman  is  no  leman  of 
mine,  nor  of  any  other  i>erson  that  I  know  of ;  but 
she  is  going  ofT  for  Dundee  to-morrow  by  the  boat^ 
and  we  muat  give  her  quarters  till  then." 
"duartersr  aaid  the  old  woman.    "Yon  mav 

B've  quarters  to  such  cattle  if  you  like  it  youraalt 
!arry  W>aid ;  but  the  aame  booae  riiall  not  quarter 
that  trumperv  quean  and  me,  and  of  that  you  may 
assure  yourself. 

"Your  mother  is  angry  with  me,"  said  LouiML 
misconstruing  the  connexnon  of  the  parties.  "  I  will 
not  remain  to  give  her  any  offence.  If  there  is  a  ata* 
ble  or  a  cowhouse,  an  empty  stall  will  be  bed  enough 
for  Chariot  and  .me." 

"Ay,  ay ;  I  am  thinking  it  is  the  quartera  iron  are 
best  used  to,"  said  Dame  Shoolbred. 

"Hark  ye.  Nurse  Shoolbred,"  said  the  Smith. 
"  Yon  know  I  love  you  for  your  own  sake,  and  fiir 
my  mother'a J  hut  by  St  Dunstan,  who  waa  a  saiiit  of 
my  own  cratt  I  will  have  the  command  of  my  own 
house ;  and  it  you  leave  me  without  any  better  rat^ 
son  but  your  own  nonsensical  suspicions,  you  must 
think  how  you  will  have  the  door  open  to  you  when 
you  return  $  for  you.  shall  have  no  help  of  mine,  I 
promise  you." 

"  Aweel,  my  bairn,  and  that  will  never  make  me 
nak  the  honest  name  I  have  kept  for  aixty  years.  It 
waa  never  your  mother'a  cuatom,  and  it  ahall  never 
he  mine,  to  take  up  with  ranters,  and  jugglers,  and 
singing  women :  and,  I  am  not  so  far  to  seek  for  a 
dwelling,  that  the  same  roof  should  cover  me  and  a 
tranriping  p^rinceas  like  that" 

With  this  the  refractory  gouvemante  began  m 
great  hurry  to  adjtist  her  tartan  mantle  for  going 
abroad^  by  pulling  it  so  far  forwards  as  to  conceu 
the  white  linen  cap,  the  edges  of  which  bordered  httr 
shrivelled  but  still  fresh  and  healthful  coimtenaxioB. 
This  done,  she  seheed  upon  a  atai^  the  trusty  com- 
panion of  her  journeys^  and  waa  fairly  trudgmg  to» 
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wards  the  door,  when  the  Smith  stepped  between 
her  and  the  passage. 

**  Wait  at  least,  old  woman,  till  we  hare  cleared 
■cores.    I  owe  you  for  fee  and  Dountith." 

"  An'  that's  een  a  dream  of  your  own  fool's  head. 
What  fee  or  bountith  am  I  to  take  from  the  son  of 
▼our  mother,  that  fed,  clad,  and  bielded  me  as  if  I  had 
been  a  sister  7" 

"  And  well  you  repay  it,  nurse,  leavinR  her  only 
child  at  his  utmost  need." 

This  seemed  to  strike  the  obstinate  old  woman  with 
compunction.  She  stopped  and  looked  at  her  mas- 
ter and  the  minstrel  alternately;  then  shook  her 
head,  and  seemed  about  to  resume  her  motk)n  to- 
waras  the  door. 

**  I  only  receive  this  poor  wanderer  under  my  root;" 
urged  the  Smith,  "  to  save  her  from  the  prison  and 
the  scourge." 

"  And  why  should  you  save  her  1"  said  the  inexo- 
rable Dame  Shoolbred.  "  I  dare  say  she  has  deserv- 
ed them  both  as  well  as  ever  thief  deserved  a  hem- 
pen collar." 

"  For  auffht  I  know  she  may,  or  she  may  not.  But 
she  cannot  deserve  to  be  scoui^ped  to  death,  or  im- 

{)risoned  till  she  is  starved  to  death ;  and  that  is  the 
ot  of  tliem  that  the  Black  Douglas  bears  maltalent 
afpiinsr." 

"And  you  are  going  to  thraw  the  Black  Douglas, 
for  the  sake  of  a  glee- woman  1  This  will  be  the  worst 
of  your  feuds  yet.— Oh,  Henry  Gow,  there  is  as  much 
iron  in  your  head  as  in  your  anvil !" 

"I  have  sometimes  thought  this  myself  Mistress 
Shoolbred ;  but  if  I  do  get  a  cut  or  two  on,  this  new 
argument,  I  wonder  who  is  to  cure  them,  if  you  nm 
away  from  me  like  a  scared  wild-goose ')  Ay.  and 
moreover,  who  is  to  receive  my  bonny  bride,  that  I 
hope  to  bring  up  the  Wynd  one  of  these  days  r ' 

^  Ah,  Uarry^  Harry,"  said  the  old  woman,  shaking 
her  head,  "  this  is  not  the  way  to  prraare  an  honest 
man's  house  for  a  young  bride— you  should  be  guided 
by  modesty  and  discretion,  and  not  by  chambering 
and  wantonness." 

"  I  tell  you  again,  this  poor  creature  is  nothing  to 
me.  I  wish  her  only  to  be  safely  taken  care  of;  and 
I  think  the  boldest  Borderman  in  Perth  will  n»pect 
the  bar  of  my  door  as  much  as  the  jrate  of  Carlisle 
Castle. — ^I  am  going  down  to  Sim  Glover's— I  mav 
stay  there  all  night,  for  the  Highland  cub  is  run  back 
to  Uie  hills,  like  a  wolf- whelp  as  he  is,  and  so  there  is 
a  bed  to  roare,  and  father  Simon  will  make  me  wel- 
come to  tne  use  of  it.  You  will  remain  with  this  poor 
creature,  feed  her,  and  protect  her  during  the  nig^t, 
and  I  will  call  on  her  before  day;  and  thou  mayst go 
with  her  to  the  boat  thyself  an  thou  wilt^  and  so  thou 
wilt  set  the  last  eyes  on  her  at  the  same  time  I  shall." 

"There  is  some  reason  in  that,"  said  Dame  Shool- 
bnd :  "  though  why  you  should  put  your  refutation 
in  risk  for  a  creature  that  would  find  a  lodging  for  a 
silver  twopence  and  less  matter,  is  a  mystery  to  me." 

"  Trust  me  with  that,  old  woman,'*and  be  kind  to 
tbe  girl." 

"  Kinder  than  she  deserves,  I  warrant  you ;  and 
truly,  though  I  little  like  the  company  of  such  cattle, 
yet  I  think  I  am  less  like  to  take  harm  from  her  than 
you— unless  she  be  a  witch,  indeed,  which  may  well 
oome  to  be  the  cas&  as  the  devil  is  very  powerful  with 
all  this  wayfiuing  clauiamfray." 

"  No  more  a  witch  than  I  am  a  warlock,"  said  the 
honest  Smith ;  "  a  poor  broken-hearted  things  thatif 
she  hath  done  evil,  has  dreed  a  sore  weird  for  it.  Be 
kind  to  her— And  you,  my  musical  damsel— I  will  call 
on  you  to-morrow  morning,  and  carry  you  to  the 
water-side.  This  old  woman  will  treat  yon  kindly, 
if  you  say  nothing  to  her  but  what  becomes  honest 


The  poor  minstrel  had  hstened  to  this  disloxne, 
without  understanding  more  than  its  general  tenden- 
cy ;  for,  though  she  spoke  English  well,  she  had  ac- 
quired the  language  in  England  itself;  and  the  north- 
arn  dialect  was  then,  as  now,  of  a  broader  and  harsher 
diaracier.  She  saw,  however,  that  she  was  to  remain 
with  the  old  lady,  and  meekly  folding  her  arms  on  her 
bosom,  bent  her  head  with  humiUty.  She  next  looked 
towards  the  Smith  with  a  strong  expression  of  thank- 


fulness, then  raising  her  eyes  Co  heaven,  took  his 
passive  hand,  and  seemed  aboot  to  kiss  the  sinewy  fin- 

girs,  in  token  of  deep  and  affectionate  gratitudeL  Bat 
ame  Shoolbred  did  not  fqve  license  to  the  stran9Br*s 
mode  of  exprcssin.!?  her  ficelings.  She  thrust  in  between 
them,  and  pushing  poor  Louise  aside,  said,  "  No,  no^ 
I'll  have  none  of  that  work.  Qo  into  the  chimney- 
nook,  mistress,  and  when  Harrv  Smith's  ^ne,  if  yos 
must  have  hands  to  kiss,  you  snail  kiss  nune  as  long 
as  you  like.— And  you,  Harry,  away*  down  to  Snn 
Glover's,  for  if  pretty  Mistress  Catharine  hears  of  the 
company  you  have  brought  home,  the  may  chance  to 
like  them  as  little  as  I  do.— What  s  the  matter  nowt 
—is  the  man  demented  7— are  you  goings  out  without 
your  buckler,  and  the  whole  town  m  misrule?" 

"  You  are  right,  dame,"  said  the  armourer:  and 
throwing  the  buckler  over  his  broad  shouMera,  ne  de- 
parted nnom  his  house  without  abiding;  farther  < 
tion. 


CHAPTER   XIII. 

How  Jo  Uie  ooon  of  nifbt  that  pibroch  thrill*, 
Sarsfo  and  nhrill !  But  with  the  breaUi  which  filla 
Their  mountain  pipe,  lofill  the  moontajnoen 
WiUi  die  flerce  native  darinf  which  instils 
The  stirrinff  memory  of  a  Uiousand  yean.— Braoi^ 

Wk  must  now  leave  the  lower  parties  in  car  hisloi^ 
ical  drama,  to  attend  to  the  incidents  whidi  took  plaes 
among  those  of  a  higher  rank  and  greater  importane^ 

We  pass  from  the  hut  of  an  armonrer,  to  the  eooi- 
cil-room  of  a  monarch  ;  and  resume  our  story  just 
when,  the  tumult  beneath  being  settled,  the  aagiy 
chieftains  were  summoned  to  the  royal  praaenea. 
They  entered,  displeased  with  and  lowering  upon  eacb 
other,  each  so  ezchisively  filled  with  his  own  fiuMisd 
injuries,  as  to  be  equally  unwilling  and  unable  to  at- 
tend to  reason  or  argument.  Albany  alone,  calm  and 
crafty,  seemed  prepared  to  use  their  diasatsBfactwn  Sw 
his  own  purposes,  and  turn  each  incident  as  if  w», 
occur  to  the  furtherance  of  his  own  indirect  ends. 

The  King's  irresolution,  although  it  amonnted  e.«- 
to  timkiity,  did  not  prevent  his  assuming  the  exterior 
bearing  becoming  his  situation.  It  was  only  wfaea 
hard  pressed,  as  m  the  preceding  soene|  that  he  lotf 
his  apparent  composure.  In  general,  he  mialit  be 
driven  from  his  purpose,  but  seldom  firom  his  dlipBlf 
of  manner.  He  received  Albany,  Douglas,  March, 
and  the  Prior,  (those  ill-assorted  members  of  his  mot- 
lev  council,)  with  a  mLxttm  of  courtesy  and  loldneak 
which  remmded  each  haughty  peer  that  he  stood  ii 
the  presence  of  his  Sovereign,  and  compdied  him  ts 
do  the  beseeming  reverence. 

Having  received  their  salutations,  the  King  »w« 
ed  them  to  be  seated ;  and  they  were  obeyn^ 
commands,  when  Rothsay  entered.  He  waL*. 
gracefully  up  to  his  father,  and,  kneeling  at  has  fcot- 
stool,  requested  his  blessing.  Robert,  with  an  asset 
in  which  fondness  and  sorrow  were  Ul  iHmibswI 
made  an  attempt  to  assume  a  look  of  reproof  as  Im 
lak!  his  hand  on  the  youth's  head,  and  aaidi,  widl  a 
sigh,  "  Ood  bless  thee^  my  thouightlcss  boy,  sad 
make  thee  a  wiser  man  m  thy  future  years  V 

"  Amen,  my  dearest  father !"  said  Rothsaj,  m  a 
tone  of  feeling  such  as  hit  happier  momeots  oAn 
evinced.  He  then  kiased  the  royal  hand,  with  the 
reverence  of  a  son  and  a  subject ;  and  instead  ol  tak- 
ing a  place  at  the  council  board,  remained  atandim 
behind  the  King's  chair,  in  such  a  position  that  he 
mudit,  when  he  chose,  whisper  mio  hb  latba's  ear. 

The  King  next  made  a  sign  to  the  Pnor  of  8t 
Dominic  to  take  his  place  at  the  table,  oo  whkk 
there  were  writing  materials,  which,  of  all  the  si^ 
jects  present,  Albanyexoepted,  the  churchman  was 
alone  able  to  use.*  The  King  then  opened  die  pv* 
pose  of  their  meeting;  by  saymg,  with  nmcb  dc* 

''bur  business,  my  lords,  respected  these  onhivfy 
dissensions  in  the  BUghlands,  which,  we  learn  by  om 


•  Mr.  Cbmtal  CrodiiigTv,  liad  not,  it  mart  be  — 
when  he  indited  this  senteaoe,  exaeUy  recollectad  tlie 
tar  of  Rolliaay,  as  ciTen  by  the  Prior  of  Locldevaa. 
"  A  saemly  parmn  in  statara. 
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IftiMt  meMenflers,  an  about  to  occasion  the  waste  and 
destruction  of  the  counlnr,  even  within  a  few  miles  of 
this  oar  own  court.  But  near  as  this  trouble  is,  our 
ill  fiite,  and  the  instigations  of  wicked  men,  have  rais- 
ed op  one  yet  nearer,  by  throwing  strife  and  conten- 
tion among  the  citizens  of  Pertn  and  those  atten- 
dants who  foUow  yoin-  lordships,  and  others  our 
knigfats  and  nobles.  I  must  first,  therefore,  apply  to 
youradvea,  my  lords,  to  know  wny  our  court  is  dis- 
turbed by  such  unseemly  eontendmss,  and  by  what 
means  they  ought  to  be  repressed  1— Brother  of  Alba- 
By«  do  you  tell  us  first  your  sentiments  on  this  mat  ter." 

"  Sir.  our  royal  Sovereign  and  brother,"  said  the 
Duke,  being  m  attendance  on  your  Grace's  person 
when  the  fray  began,  I  am  not  acquainted  with  its 
origin." 

'^And  for  me,"  said  the  Prince,  "  I  heard  no  worse 
war-cry  than  a  minstrel  wench's  ballad,  and  saw  no 
more  dangerous  bolts  flying  than  hazel  nuts." 

"And  l"  said  the  Earl  oT March,  "could  only  per- 
eeive  tliat  the  stout  citizens  of  Perth  had  in  chase 
some  knaves  who  had  assumed  the  Bloody  Heart  on 
thnr  shoulders.  They  ran  too  fast  to  be  actually  the 
men  of  the  EsrI  of  Douglas." 

Dous^aa  understood  the  sneer,  but  only  replied  to  it 
by  one  of  those  withering  looks  with  which  he  was  ac- 
eostomed  to  intimate  his  mortal  resentment.     He 


when  was  there  strife  or  bloodshed  in  Scotlandi  but 
there  were  fonl  tongues  to  asperse  a  Douglas  or  a 
Douglas's  man.  as  having  given  cause  to  them  1  We 
hsfs  here  goodly  witnesses.  I  speak  not  of  my  Lord 
of  Albany,  who  nas  only  said  that  he  was,  as  well  be- 
eooes  faun,  by  your  Grace's  side.  And  I  say  nothing 
of  my  Lord  ofllothsay,  who,  as  befits  his  rank,  years, 
and  understanding,  was  cracking  nuts  with  a  stroll- 
ing musician. — He  smiles— Here  he  may  say  his  plea- 
■ore— I  shall  not  forget  a  tie  which  he  seems  to  have 
foili^tten.  But  here  is  my  Lord  of  March,  who  saw 
nr  foUowers  flsring  before  the  clowns  of  Perth !  I  can 
teU  that  Earl,  that  the  followers  of  the  Bloody  Heart 
advance  or  retreat,  when  their  chieftain  commands, 
and  the  good  of  Scotland  reouires." 

"And!  can  answer"— exclaimed  the  equally  proud 
Bail  of  March,  his  blood  rushing  into  his  face,  when 
the  Cng  intenupted  him— 

"Peace !  angry  lords,"  said  the  King,  "and remem- 
ber in  whose  presence  you  stand  t— And  you,  my  Lord 
of  Doudas,  tell  us,  if  you  can,  the  cause  of  this  muti- 
ny, anowhy  your  jfollowers,  whose  general  good  ser- 
viees  we  an  most  wilUnc  to  acknowledge,  were  thus 
active  in  piirate  brawl  f* 

"I  obey,  mv  lord,"  said  Douglas,  slightly  stooping 
a  head  that  seldom  pent.  "  I  was  passing  from  my 
lodsiiun  in  the  Carthusian  Convent,  through  the 
HigD  Street  of  Perth,  with  a  few  of  my  ordinary  reti- 
na, when  I  beheld  some  of  the  baser  sort  of  citizens 
crowding  around  the  Cross,  against  which  there  was 
nailed  this  nlacard,  and  that  which  accompanies  it." 

He  took  Dom  a  pocket  in  the  bosom  of  his  butf-coat, 
a  human  hand  and  a  piece  of  parohment.  The  King 
wassho<^6d  and  agitated. 

"^Read,"  he  saidT^'good  Father  Prior,  and  let  that 
ghastly  spectacle  be  removed." 

Tile  Pnor  read  a  Placard  to  the  following  purpose  :— 

"Inasmuch  as  the  house  of  a  citizen  of  Perth  was 
aMaolted  last  night,  being  St.  Valentine's  Eve,  by  a 
•mt  of  disorderly  night- walkera,  belonging  to  some 
eompany  of  the  strangera  now  resident  in  the  Fair 
^ty :  And  whereas  this  hand  was  struck  from  one  of 
the  lawless  Ummen  in  the  fray  that  ensued,  the  Pro- 
vost and  Masistretes  have  directed  that  it  should  be 
nailed  to  the  Cross,  in  scorn  and  contempt  of  those 
bv  iN^iom  such  brawl  was  occasioned.  And  if  any  onb 
01  knightly  degree  shall  say  that  this  our  act  is  wrong- 
mUT  done,  I.  Patrick  Charteris  of  Kinfauns,  knight, 
will  justify  this  cartel  in  knightly  weaponii  within  the 
banace;  or  if  any  one  of  meaner  birth  shall  deny  what 
is  here  said,  he  ahall  be  met  with  by  a  citizen  of  the 
Pair  City  of  Perth,  according  to  his  degree.  And  so 
God  and  St  John  protect  the  Fair  City!" 

**  Ton  will  not  wonder,  my  lord,"  resoroed  Douglas, 


"  that  when  my  almoner  had  read  to  me  the  contents 
of  so  insolent  a  acroll,  I  caused  one  of  my  squires  to 
pluck  down  a  trophy  so  disgraceful  to  the  chivalry  and 
nobility  of  Scotland.  Whereupon,  it  aeems,  some  of 
these  saucy  burvhere  took  licenae  to  hoot  and  inault 
the  hindmoit  of  my  train,  who  wheeled  their  hones 
on  them,  and  would  aoon  hate  settled  the  feud,  but 
for  my  positive  command  that  they  should  follow  me 
in  as  much  peace  as  the  rascally  vulgar  would  permit 
And  thus  they  anived  here  ill  the  guiae  of  flying  men, 
when,  with  my  command  to  repel  force  by  iorce,  they 
might  have  aet  fire  to  the  four  cornere  of  this  wretch- 
ed borough,  and  stifled  the  insolent  churls,  like  ma- 
licious fox-cubs  in  a  burning^rake  of  fiirze." 

There  was  a  silence  when  Douglas  had  done  speak- 
ing, until  the  Duke  of  Rothsay  answered,  addressing 
his  father— 

"  Since  the  Earl  of  Douglas  possesses  the  power  of 
burning  the  town  where  your  Grace  holds  your  court, 
so  soon  as  the  Provost  and  he  difler  about  a  night 
riot,  or  the  terms  of  a  cartel,  I  am  sure  we  ought  all 
to  be  thankful  that  he  has  not  the  will  to  do  so." 

"  The  Duke  of  Rothsay,"  said  Douglas,  who  seemed 
resolved  to  maintain  command  of  his  temper,  "may 
have  reason  to  thank  Heaven  in  a  more  serious  tone 
than  he  now  uses,  that  the  Douglas  is  as  true  as  he  is 
powerful.  This  is  a  time  when  the  subjects  in  all 
countries  rise  against  the  law ;  we  have  heard  of  the 
insurgents  of  the  Jacquerie  in  France ;  and  of  Jack 
Straw,  and  Hob  Miller,  and  Parson  Ball,  among  the 
Southron,  and  we  may  be  sure  there  is  fuel  enoug^h  to 
catch  such  a  flame,  were  it  spreading  to  our  frontiers. 
When  I  see  peasants  challenging  noblemen,  and  nail- 
ing the  hands  of  the  gentry  to  their  city  Cross,  I  will 
not  say  I  fear  mutiny— for  that  would  be  false— but  I 
foresee,  and  will  stand  well  prepared  for  it." 

"  And  why  does  my  Lord  Douglas  say,"  answered 
the  Earl  of  March,  "  that  this  cartel  has  been  done  by 
churls?    I  see  Sir  Patrick  Charteris'  name  there,  ana 


gauntlet  without  soiling  I 

"  My  Lord  of  March,"  replied  Douglas,  "  should 
speak  out  of  what  he  underetands.  I  do  no  injustice 
to  the  descendant  of  the  Red  Rover,  when  I  say  be  is 
too  slight  to  be  weighed  with  the  Douglas.  The  heir 
of  Thomas  Randolph  might  have  a  better  claim  to  his 
answer." 

"  And,  by  my  honour,  it  shall  not  miss  for  want  of 
my  asking  the  grace,"  said  the  Earl  of  March,  pulling 
his  glove  ofT 

"Stay,  my  lord,"  sakl  the  King.  "Do  us  not  so 
gross  an  injury  as  to  bring  your  feud  to  mortal  defi- 
ance here ;  but  rather  oner  your  ungloved  hand  in 
kindness  to  the  noble  Earl,  and  embrace  in  token  of 
your  mutual  fealty  to  the  crown  of  Scodand." 

"Not  so,  my  liege."  answered  Marohi  "your  Ma- 
jesty may  command  me  to  return  my  gauntlet,  fbr 
that  and  all  the  armour  it  belongs  to  are  at  your  com- 
mand, while  I  continue  to  hold  my  Earldom  of  ths 
crown  of  Scotland— but  when  I  clasp  Douglas,  it 
must  be  with  a  maOed  hand.  Farewell,  my  liege. 
My  counsels  here  avail  not,  nay,  are  so  unfavourably 
received,  that  perhapa  farther  stay  were  unwholesome 
for  my  safety.  May  GKxl  keep  your  Highness  from 
open  enemies  and  treacherous  fnends !— I  am  for  my 
Castle  of  Dunbar,  from  whence  I  think  you  will  soon 
hear  news.  Farewell  to  you,  my  Lords  of  Albany 
and  Douglas ;  you  are  playing  a  high  game,  look 
you  play  it  fairly— Farewell,  poor  thoughtless  Prince^ 
who  art  sporting  like  a  fawn  within  spring  of  a  ti- 
ger !— Farewell  an— George  of  Dunbar  aees  the  evil 
fie  cannot  remedy.— Adieu,  all." 

The  King  would  have  spoken,  but  the  accents  died 
on  his  tongue,  as  he  received  from  Albany  a  look 
cautioning  him  to  forbear.  The  Earl  of  March  left  the 
apartment,  receiving  the  mute  salutations  of  the  mem- 
ben  of  the  council  whom  he  had  aeveraily  addressedt 
excepting  from  Douglas  alone,  who  returned  to  hit 
farewell  speech  a  glance  of  contemptuous  defiance. 

"  The  recreant  goes  to  betray  us  to  the  Southroiii" 
he  said:  " his  pride  rests  on  his  possessmg  that  ssa- 
wom  Hold*  which  can  admit  the  English  into  Lo- 
•  TlM  eutto  of  Dmbsr. 
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ihiin.— Niv,  look  nol  alarmod,  my  liege,  I  will  bold  "  My  royal  Lonl  of  Raihsay,"  Mid  ihe  Prior,  "  if  I 

nod  what  1  lay— ncTerlheteii,  it  ii  ytt  lime.    Speak  am  desiincd  lo  the  bleuMl  crown  of  martyraom,  I 

Dut  ihe  wonl,  my  liege— say  but  'Aneil  him,  and  ■hall  be  daub  tleis  directed  to  the  path  by  wbicli  Ian 

March  ahal]  not  yet  craas  ihe  Earn  on  bii  traitorous  to  atuin  it.     Meanlinie,  if  you  (peak  in  jeil,  mif 

journey."  Heaven  pardon  you.  and  giTe  you  liffhl  lo  pereciTe 

"Nny.  gsllani  Earl,"  anid  Albany,  who«iehed  ra-  that  ii  were  better  buckle  on  your  arme  lo  guani  the 

iher  that  Ihe  two  Dowerful  lords  ahould  oouaterba-  posseBsions  of  ihc  Church,  an  periloualy  endangered, 

lance  each  oihcr,  ihan  that  one  ahould  obtain  a  de-  than  to  employ  your  wit  in  latmtinft  tier  miouten 

ciaivr   auprriohty,    "thai   ueie  too  hasly  counael.  and  aervanls." 

The  Earl  o(  March  came  hither  on  the  King'a  war-  "  t  launl  no  one,  Father  Prior."    aaid  ihc  youlh, 

rani  of  aare-conducl,  andil  may  not  consiat  with  my  yawning;  nor  have  I  much  objecliou  lo  taking  artnt, 

royal   brother's  honour  to  break  it.    Yet,   if  your  eiccpting  that  they  are  a  aoroewbat  cumbroua  gari^ 

loi^lBhip  COD  bring  any  detailed  proof"—  and  in  F^ruary  a  furml  mantle  is  more  suiting  la  ihe 

Here  they  wore  in temip ted  bv  a  flourish  of  trum-  weather  than  a  atee)  corslet.  And  it  irks  me  the  mote 

pela.  10  put  on  cold  harness  in  Ihia  nipping  weather,  that, 

"  Hia  OrscB  of  Albany  la  unwontedly  scrupulous  would  bm  ibc  Church  send  a  detachment  of  ihor 

lo-day,"  said  Douglas ;  "but  it  skill*  not  wasting  aainta,  jand   they  have  some  Hiftbland  ones  weU 

words — the  time  ia  psai — these  are  March's  tniin-  known  in  this  dislnci.  and  doubtless  used  to  the  eli- 

peia,  and  I  warrant   me  he  rides  at  flighl-apeed  so  male,)  ihcy  might  E((ht  their  own  baiiJes,  likemenr 

soon  as  he  piusiM  the  South  Port.     We  shall  hear  of  Si.  Georite  of  England,    But  I  know  not  bon  h  i^ 

bim  in  time ;  and  if  ii  be  as  I  have  conjeclnred,  he  we  hear  of  iheir  miracles  when  they  are  propidaud. 

■hall  he  met  with  tbough  all  England  backed  hia  and  of  their  vengeance,  if  any  one  trespasses  on  ihor 

treachery."  patrimonios,  and  these  sre  urged  as  reasonafor  sx- 

"Nsy.  lelUB  hope  belter  of  the  noble  Earl."  aaid  lending  their  landsbylpirge  iargesaw:  andyntiflhM 

Jhe  I^ng,  no  way  diaploased  that  Ihe  quarrel  beiwiil  come  down  but  s  band  of  twenty  Highlander*  bsU, 

March  and  Douglas  had  seemed  to  obliterate  ihe  book,  end  candlemakeno  speed,  and  ihebolledbarM 

traces  of  Ihc  disogreemeni  bei  wilt  Roth  say  and  his  must  be  fsin  to  maimain  the  Church  in  poamiinaof 

lathcr-in-law ;  "  he  hsth  a  fiery,  but  ncl  a  sullen  the  lands  which  he  has  given  to  her,  as  rancb  ■■  if 

temper— In  some  things  he  has  been— I  will  not  say  ha  himself  a^Ilimjoycd  llie  fruita  of  Ihsm." 

wronged— but  disappointed— and  sometbnig  is  to  be  "  Son  David,"  aaid  the  King,  "you  give  an  nndos 

allowed  to  thi:  resentment  of  high  blood  armed  wilh  license  lo  your  tongue." 

greatpowcr.    Bn  I.  thank  Heaven,  all  of  us  who  re-  "Nay,air,I  am  mule,"  replied  thcPrinoo.    "Ib^ 

main  are  of  one  Beniimeni,  and,  I  may  say,  of  one  no  puipoae  lo  disturb  jmir  Highneaa,  or  di^ileaw  the 

houae ;  so  that,  at  least,  our  councils  cannot  now  be  Father  Prior,  who,  with  to  many  miracle*  ■■  bia  M- 

thwarted  wilh  disunion. —Father  Prior,  I  pray  you  poaal,  will  nol  face,  sa  it  aeeioa,  a  buidfiil  of  Win- 

lake  your  writing  materials,  far  yon  musl  as  usual  land  citerans." 

be  our  clerk  of  council.— And  now  to  businseB,  my  "  We  know,"  said  the  Prior,  with  aupproMsd  indv- 

lords- and  our  first  object  of  consideration  must  be  naiion,  "  from  whsl  sourn  these  rile  doeiriiiea  an 

this  Highland  cumber.  derivad,  which  we  hear  wilh  horror  from  the  tonoi 

,  Bslween  the  Clan  Chaitan  and  ihaClan  Quhele,"  that  now  utters  ibsm.    Whan  princes  eemtnt  wilh 

satd  the  Prior;  "which,  as  our  lasl  advices  from  our  heretics,  iheirmindaandmsnnera  are  alike  comiptad. 

brolhren  al  Dunkeld  inform  us,  is  readv  tu  break  out  They  show  ihemselves  in  the  stre«la  aa  Iha  csarpa* 

inio  a  more  fbnnidBble  warfare  than  has  yet  taken  niona  of  maskers  and  harlots,  and  in  Ihe  ecliinciiBi 

place  between  these  sans  of  Belial,  who  speak  of  no-  ihe  aeomei*  of  ihe  Church  and  of  holy  thinirs." 

thinfi  else  than  of  utterly  deatroying  one  another.  "  P>>Bci'."goodFaiber!"  said  thelCng.       Rolfasv 

Their  forces  are  assemblmg  on  each  sidt^  and  not  a  .>hnll  mnlii:  amends  for  what  he  hu  idly  spokso. 

msD.  claiming  in  the  tenth  degree  of  kmdred.  bul  AIdi  !  \.-x  m  take  counsel  in  friendly  bshion,  radw 

must  repair  to  the  Btnttsch*  of  his  tribe,  or  stand  to  ilinn  rr-  ruble  a  mutinous  crewof  maiinera  ID  auk- 

Iho  punishment  of  fire  and  sword.    The  fiery  cross  ini;  \\~i,-\,  v'hen  each  ia  mora  inteot  on  qutnwUnf 

hath  flitted  about  like  a  meteor  in  oveiy  direction,  v  iili  :,]-  ntighbours,  than  in  sansliug  Iha  eXMIijjS 

and  awakened  siranRe  and  unknown  tribe*  beyond  of  ihe  forlorn  master  for  the  safety  of  the  ship.— Iv 

the  distant  Murray  Ftilh— may  Heaven  and  St.  Do-  Lord  of  Douglas,your house  basbeen  addomlobM 

miaic  be  our  protection  I  Butif  your  lordrtiips  csnnol  when  the  crown  of  Scotland  da«re<idlb«rw»se«»- 

and  remedy  for  evil,  it  will  qiresd  broad  and  wide,  selor  manly  achievement ;  I  Imsi  you  will  help  US 

and  the  patrimony  of  the  Church  must  in  every  di-  thiastraitr' 

reclion  be  eiposed  to  the  fury  of  ihese  Amalekiiea,  "  I  can  only  wonder  that  the  strait  abouU  nji^ 
with  whom  there  is  ss  little  devotion  to  Heaven,  as  my  lord,"  answered  the  haughty  Doulaa.  "Wm 
thera  is  pity  or  love  lo  their  neigfaboura— may  Our  I  was  intrusted  with  the  lieulenancfoTtbakillfrian 
Lady  be  our  guard  I  We  hear  aome  of  thsm  are  yet  ihsre  were  some  of  ibeae  vnld  clsna  cams  down  Dm 
utter  besihens,  and  woiship  Mahound  and  Terms-  the  Orampiana.  I  troubled  not  the  conndl  aboBt  ■) 
"  — ■■—  *— ■  — ide  the  SherifT,  Lord  Rulbvan,  ffM  tt 


beard  Ihe  urgency  of  this 

know  my  aentimenis  before  vou  daUv«  what  your    Bride!  when  it  was  steel  et_. 

own  wisdom  shall  tuggesi.    And,  in  sooih,  no  better    tbieyeaknew  what  lancea  were  (OMl  far,  and  wl 


s  before  vou  daUv«  what  your    Bride!  wlien  i 

ill  (uggesi.    And,  in  sooih,  no  better    tbieveaknew b™- 

I  me,  ihon  to  send  two  commiasioa-    sworde  had  edges  or  no.    Tbraa  w 


^-, .„„  p„„„,  .,„,„  ...  ,0  setile  such  debates  is  hundred  of  iheir  best  bonnets,  iMaidaa  that  of  n 

b*amongihem;andat  the  same  time  to  charge  ihem,  ehisf  Donald  Cormac,  t  Ir"    -  -"- '  "*- 

W  they  shall  be  answerable  to  the  law,  to  lay  down  and  m  Rochinror  Wood  1 1 

their  arms,  and   forbear  bU  practices  of  violence  ><  Hougbman  Stairs,  whi 

against  each  olher."  thehansnian  work  tnstw 

I  approve  of  your  Grace's  propoasi,"  said  Rolh-  wsy  men  deal  with  ibievcs  „,  ^f  „__, ,  _ 

say,    and  I  irust  the  gt>od  Prior  will  not  refuse  tha  gentler  methods  wQl  succeed  bsKar  with  (baas  E< 

venerable  siatian  of  envoy  upon  this  peace-making  knaves,  do  noi  blams  Douglas  for  v(  ' '     ' ' 

jnand.    And  his  nverend  brother,  Ihs  Abbot  of  the  —You  smile,  mr  Lord  of  Eothsay.    . 

Carthuaiaa  oonvsnt,  miiat  contend  for  an  honour  I  have  a  seconif  time  become  yotir  jei 

whuh  will  carlainly  add  Iwo  most  eminenl  recrails  rnlied  to  ihs  first  which  you  psssed  < . 

u  the  Itim  armf  uf  martyrs,  ancs  the  Hi^lsndera         Nay,  be  not  wrathful,  my  good  Loid  of  pi 

bttleregBrdtbe distinction  betwixt  elerk and  layman,  onswrred  the  Prince)  "I  did bulmilo  (o  amCbair 

in  tba  smhsassdora  whom  you  send  lo  tbem."  youi  pnncaly  retinue  would  dwindle,  IT  vngr  t\ifl 

•  SiHdaM-IIMiallr  eloih.    The  LawisBd  raansf*  silll  ™-  "*"  ^*''  '!?'''  "  ''"  '""'  HJtM'nJart  at  HMipi- 
s eUld'jipiHftn, s'l ■  aoaiB Uml. ' Ta •^bwarmSaimwiu       The  King  again  interlicrsd,  topimentihaBulAcai 


Vmtr-  XBLi  TBB  FAIR  lUl 
Briiif  tn  anciT  >^I-  " Tool  loKUtaim">a)d halo 
DoH^M,  "adnasi  wualjr,  (Ml  we  should  Enut  lo 
■■"1  WDM  thm  man  conM  out  ■ftainn  out  mbjec 
M  Eur  uid  leml  plain  I  but  tbadiScultyiitopi 
p  to  tkor  diwiden  while  their  oontinae  to  lui 
in  ibeir  mauntem*.  I  need  ml  tell  yon  tuii  tl 
ChattiD,  — '  ■■—  " —  "--'—' ■  — ' 

id  umtbL., „ 

JHgBk  WM  who  of  leie  have  had  dL. 

have  drawn  blood  whenver  tber  hare ,  ... 

mdintuBlly  or  in  buida.    Tba  whole  counor  i 
u,  iii>nM  by  thett  raatlsH  feuds." 

'-  -"  -  ■" '  "J.??!?!"] 


^1  gain  aa  buaun  the  (ladw  we  loee  u  war- 

"Ralher  aar  that  the  wolrea  will  ineteaae  aa  (he 
HMD  dimtniah,     rndiKi  [be  King. 

"lamoDDient,  Hiid  Dou|tlasi  "  bettn  wild  wolTea 
tbanwildCateraaa.  LellbieralMatroDgfbrceaniaio- 
taioed  aions  ihe  Eariih  froDtiet,  to  aeparau  the  quiet 
(mm  the  dialutbed  couuliy.  Coofloe  the  fire  of  dvil 
mrwiihia  the  Highlendai  let  it  epend  iia  uneon- 
itMledAuT,  andit  will  be  aoon  burnt  oat  for  want  of 
M.  The  auiriTOra  will  be  humbled,  and  will  be 
■Mn  obedient  to  ■  whupei  of  your  Onicc^a  plaaaure, 
iban  their  fatheia,  or  the  knavaa  that  now  exiat,  haTe 


D  OF  PERTH.  N 

wlul  vniflae  it  wbathar  tbcM  Gael  flifat  with  award 
and  lance,  aa  beconaa  belted  koirtn,  or  with  aand- 
baga,  like  the  cmtleaa  churle  of  EnslaDd,  or  butch- 
er each  other  with  knivc*  and  akeana,  in  thor  own 
baibannia  taabira  1  Tluv  babitB,  like  oar  own,  nla 
all  diaiuied  righls  and  claim*  lo  the  dedaion  oTbat- 
tle.    Ther  are  aa  »ain,  too.  aa  they  are  flercei  and 
the  idea  that  dnaa  two  elan*  would  be  adtniiiad  to 
eonbalinpiesenoeofirour  Qraee  and  <rf' your  eonrt. 
will  readily  induce  them  to  rebr  their  difleraaoe  to  the 
bte  of  baltl&  ena  were  each  tonsh  artHtrement  leaa 
'-nUiar  to  their  cnatonia,  and  tbalm  any  each  num- 
ra  aa  ahall  be  thooffhi  moat  convenient.    We  mnat 
le  care  that  tber  approach  not  the  court  nve  in 
ch  a  fiudiiOB  and  number  that  Ibey  ah&D  not  ha 
le  to  ntipnw  ua  i  and  that  point  bdng  pronded 
ainal,  the  more  that  ehall  ba  admitted  to  combat 
an  either  aide,  the  greater  will  be  the  alauRhtar 
long  the  bnveat  and  most  aiininB  men,  ann  the 
ire  the  ohance  of  the  Highland!  bcdnft  quiet  for 

"Thie  were  a  bloody  policy,  brother,"  said  the 
Kingi  "  and  tgaia  1  lay  that  I  cinnot  brioa  my  oon- 
-----x  to  coon  tea  anc«  the  alaogbier  of  iBeae  rnde 

Ibat  are  bo  little  better  ihao  sol '-—■--l..' 


"^liai*  wiaebutimgodly  CL , 

mking  hie  bead  (  I  eaunot  take  it  upon  roy  oon- 
•asaoe  lo  recominand  it  II  i«  wisdom,  but  it  la  the 
nsdomofAhithoi^t,  crafty  at  once  and  cruel" 

"  My  heart  lella  me  eo"— aaid  the  King,  laying  hia 
band  oo  hia  breast ;  "  my  heart  talla  me,  that  it  will 
banked  of  me  at  the  awAil  day,  'Robert  Stewart 
■Asa  arelheaubjecls  I  have  given  theeT  illellame, 
aat  I  moat  account  for  them  alt,  Saxon  and  Gael, 
Lowland,  Hiohland,  and  Border  mani  that  I  n  ' 
aatbeiequina  lo  answer  for  those  alone  who  hs 
••sbh  tad  knowledge,  but  for  those  also  wbo  wi 


xon  ana  uaej, 
in  I  that  I  will 
lone  who  have 

__.  a! eo  who  ware 

poor,  and  rebels  becauae 


baiia.-- , 

granted  auch  license 


thST  woe  janorant." 

"^eur  HighDeae  speaks  like  a  Chriedan  King," 
MidlhePrior;  "but  you  hew  the  sword  aa  welfaa 


plvaent  e^  is  of  a  kind  which 

said  the  Prince,  lookiai 
laly  sirack  him,— "  I 


"Hark  yo.  my  lords,"  aaid 
Mif  a  0y  Ikongbi  had  aodder 
posi  «a  teach  these  aavage  m 
ehinliy  t  It  were  no  hard  ma 

tTNleemn  

»«d  the  chi , 

Qabele^to  defy  each  other  to  m 

BiAl  nghl  hen  in  Penh— we  would  lend  tt 

■M  armour :  ibua  their  Tend  woidd  be  sta 

the  death  of  ones  m  probably  bntb,  of  the 

(far  I  think  both  would  break  ifaeir  necks  i> 

wiml)  my  bther'e  godly  desire  of  aari 

onMbsattained.andweabouldhaTethep 

•wng  each  a  combat  between  two  salvagi  i         la, 

nrtlteflnttiinain  their  Uvea  wearing  brae  >nd 

naoalad  oo  horses,  aa  has  not  been  hean 

Ua  days  of  KinK  Arthur." 

Shame  upon  yon,  David  I"  said  the  King.  _ , 
fm  make  the  distrees  of  yoar  native  country,  and  the 
PtWeiily  of  our  coimcila,  a  subwet  for  buffooneryT 
Ifjran  will  pankol  me.  royal  brother,"  said  Alba' 
ay,  "I  think,  tlial  though  my  princely  nephew  halt 
Manad  this  thought  in  a  jocular  manner,  there  mai 
Mcmnething  wrought  out  of  it  which  m^lgrealii 
■amedy  this  |>reeaing  evil." 

Oood  brolher."  replied  the  iCinn,    il  is  unkind  ti 

apese  Rolbsay's  folly  by  preuina  fanner  hie  ill 

.    Hned  jest    We  know  the  Hufaland  clana  have  tio 

emcnstomsof  chivalry,  nor  this  habit  or  mode  of  do 

I    uig  battle  wlueh  theee  require." 

I         'nue,yourOTSCe,  (answered  Albany  i)  yet  I  speak 

■     i»tmscora,bulinBBnouseama«(.     Trao.  the  mouii- 

I     tauwahavanot  our  farms  and  mode  of  doinfi  battle 

'ntheUslfibul  they  have  those  which  are  aaeffectu- 

*    ■Itothadestruction  of  human  lifet  and  so  that  the 

■Mittf  gama  is  played,  and  the  alake  won  and  loat, 


re  precious,"  a^ed  ABiany, 

•1  Ronilemen  who  "■ 

— ,Jently  admitted  tc  _^..    _ 

r  the  aatis^ng  of  disputes  at  law, 
--■— ourr' 


larrace,  either  U 

ir  simply  lo  acgi . 

~1ia  Kmg,  thus  hard  preassd,  had  little  ta  aay 
mat  a  cualom  ao  eruiafled  upon  Ae  laws  of  the 
m  and  the  usages  ofchivalry,  ss  the  trial  by  com- 
i  and  he  only  repbed.  "  Ood  knows,  I  have  nertr 


lows,  1  hsve  nei 

:  repuKnance ;  sna  that  I  never  asw  men 
(oeether  to  the  effiieion  of  blood,  but  I 
ivisbed  to  appease  it  with  the  shedding  of 


™^ltS»°'nol 
Lord  of  Albany,  vie  i 

Doi«laar  and,  at  tl 
bsitte,  a    ■      ■  ■      ■ 


nty  or  losing  many  « 


my  U 
Albani  . 

"Douglas,"  aaid  the  haughty  loid,  "never  coim- 
_.'lled  that  tobedonebypol£ywhichmi«^tbeattBin- 
ed  by  open  force.  He  remaina  by  his  opinion,  and  t* 
— 'Iiag  to  march  at  the  head  of  his  own  followers, 

ih  those  of  the  Barons  of  Perth  ahire  and  theCsrae ; 

d  dlher  bring  thoae  Highlandere  to  reason  or  snb- 

(ion,  or  leave  the  body  of  a  Douglaa  among  their 


I  nobly  spoken 


ly  Lord  ofDou^as,"  aaidAI- 


lurage  of  Uiy  resolute  fof- 
..    _..  ..   .    ..     _t  how  soon  you  may  be 

called  dsewhere,  where  your  pieaence  and  aervicea 
are  altogether  indispenaabte  10  Scotland  and  her 
Monarcnl  Mariiedrou  dpi  tfacfiloomy  tone  in  which 
the  Berr  March  limited  hia  allegiance  and  faith  to    ~ 


that  mace  for  which  be 
Siiifl  Roben'a  vssaal  1  And  did  not  you 

:l  Ihai  ho  was  plotting  a  transforenco 


S0V£.__ , 

was  lo  remain  Ema  Roben'a  ^ 

you  eelf  suspect  Inai  he  was  r.- ^ - 

of  his  allemaace  to  England?— Other  chiefs,  oi  snn- 
ordinalo  power  and  inferior  fsme,  may  do  battle  with 
the  Highlanders  1  but  if  Dunbar  admit  the  Percies 
and  their  Rnglishinen  into  our  frontiers,  who  will 
drive  them  back  if  the  Douglns  be  elsewhere  T' 
....     ,,i jgj  Douglas,  "is  equally  at 


of  the  S 


the 


Jeepest  rt — ~ . —  .^^ ■ 

backs  of  the  proud  Percy  and  George  of  Dunbar  m 
now,  snd  I  may  see  ihem  again.  And,  if  it  la  the 
King's  plessure  I  ahonld  take  measuree  againal  thia 
probable  conjunctioa  of  atranger  end  traitor.  I  admit 
that,  rather  than  inisi  lo  sn  infenoror  uebler  hsnd 
the  important  task  of  eeltlin|!  the  Highlands.  I 
would  bs  disposed  to  give  my  opioion  in  bvonr  of  the 


n 


CHRONICLES  OP  THE  CANONGATE. 


[CHAr.  XUI 


policy  of  my  Lord  of  Albany,  and  suffer  those  savages 
to  carve  each  other's  hinbs,  without  giving  barons  and 
knights  the  trouble  of  hunting  them  down." 

"My  Lord  of  Douglas,"  said  the  Prince,  who 
seomcfl  determined  to  omit  no  opportunity  to  gall  his 
haughty  fatlier-in-iaw,  "  does  not  choose  to  leave  to 
us  Lowlandcrs  even  the  poor  crumbs  of  honour 
which  might  he  gathered  at  the  expense  of  the  High- 
land kerne,  while  he,  with  his  Border  chivalry,  reaps 
the  full  harvest  of  victory  over  the  English.  But 
P«rcv  hath  seen  men's  backs  as  well  as  Douglas ; 
and  I  have  known  as  great  wonders  as  that  he  who 
goes  forth  to  sc^k  such  wool  should  comeback  shorn." 

"A  phrase,"   said   Douglas,  "well    becoming    a 

f>rince,  wlio  s[>eakH  of  honour  with  a  wandering  har- 
oi's  scrip  in  his  bonnet,  by  wav  of  favour." 

"  Excuse  it,  my  lonl,"  said  Rothsay ;  "  men  who 
have  matchc<l  unfittinglv  become  careless  in  the 
choice  of  those  whom  they  love  par  amours.  The 
chained  dog  imist  snatch  at  the  nearest  bone." 

"Rolhsay,  my  unhappy  son!"  exclaimed  the  King, 
*'art  thou  liiad  ?  orwouldst  thou  draw  down  on  thee 
the  fidl  storm  of  a  king  and  father's  displeasure  ?" 

"I  am  dumb,"  returned  the  Prince,  "at  your 
Grace's  command." 

"Well  thLMi,  my  Lonl  of  Albany,"  said  the  King, 
"  since  such  is  your  advice,  and  since  Scottish  blood 
must  flow,  how,  I  pray  you,  are  we  to  prevail  on 
theso  fierce  men  to  reicr  tncir  quarrel  to  such  a  com- 
bat ns  you  propose?" 

"That,  my  licgo,"  said  Albany,  "must  be  the  re- 
sult of  moro  mature  deliberation.  But  the  task  ^ill 
not  bo  difTicult.  Gold  will  be  necflful  to  bribe  some 
of  the  bards,  and  principal  counsellors  and  spokes- 
men.  The  cliicfs,  moreover,  of  both  these  leagues 
must  be  mado  to  understand,  that,  unless  they  agree 
to  this  (tmicablo  sf  ttlenitnt" - 

"  Amicab!^,  brother!"  said  the  King,  with  emphasis. 

"Ay,  nmicoble,  my  liege,"  replied  his  brother, 
"  sill  re  it  is  bott.  r  tlic  country  wore  placed  in  peace, 
ni  the  cxpenno  of  losinc;  a  score  or  two  of  High- 
land kernes,  than  remain  at  wnr  till  as  many  thou- 
sands arc  dcstrovcd  by  swonl,  fire,  famine,  and  all 
the  extromiiics  of  mouiitain  battle.  To  return  to  the 
purpO!(o;  T  think  that  the  fln^t  party  to  whom  the 
arronmu)flation  is  proposed  will  snatch  at  it  eagerly ; 
tliat  ilie  other  will  be  ashamcfl  to  reject  an  offer  to 
rest  the  caus-.^  on  the  swords  of  their  bravest  men ; 
that  the  national  vanity,  and  factious  hate  to  each 
other,  Will  icovont  them  from  seeing  our  purj^osc  in 
adopting  such  n  ri>lo  of  dci'i<iinn;  and  that  they  will 
be  more  i-riwr  ti  cut  each  other  to  pieces,  than  we 
ran  Ik?  tolj-dloo  ihem  on. — .And  now,  as  our  councils 
are  finislicJ,  so  far  as  I  can  aid,  I  will  withdraw." 

"  Strjy  yet  n  moment,"  saiti  the  Prior,  "for  I  also 
have  a  gtief  to  disclose,  of  a  nature  so  black  and  hor- 
r.ble,  that  your  Grace's  pious  heart  will  hardly  credit 
its  existence ;  and  I  state  it  mournfully,  because,  as 
certain  as  ihat  I  am  an  unworthy  servant  of  St.  Do- 
minic, it  is  the  cause  of  the  dis'ploasnre  of  Heaven 
against  this  i^>or  rountry;  by  which  our  \'ictories  are 
turned  into  dofi  at.  our  gladness  into  mourning,  our 
f.-ounciis  (ii.<<trn(tL'd  with  disunion,  and  our  countr>' 
devoured  by  civil  war." 


^u^c 
bo 


"  Stenk.  rtvcrcni  Prior."  siid  the  King;  "as- 
rcvlly  i:"  tUo  c  nific  of  such  evil;?  be  in  me,  or  in  my 
mse,  1  will  take  iiL-^t^nt  i-nre  lo  ihrir  removal." 


He  i:t!orfd  thi  ?c  wii'-iii*  w!ih  a  falioritig  voi(»e.  and 


man's  eye  ri\-«t  for  a  moment  i»n  ilie  Prine.»,  before  he 
pnid.  in  a  solemn  torn,—"  llerosy,  my  nobl**  and  gra- 
cious liCiTe,  heresy  is  am.ing  us.'  S'u*  snatrhcs  soul 
after  soul  from  the  con crrpga lion,  us  wolves  steal 
lamb"  ffi^jn  ih*»  slierofold  " 

*'  Theif  arecnoui:'ii  of  tihr-phcrds  to  wnich  the  fold," 
answered  the  Duke  cf  Rolhsny.  "HeR»nre  lour 
ronvfius  «.t"  ri-;ru'i.-;r  mm-s'ss  a!oni\  arouiid  this  poor 
ha  ml.  t  of  Pert!',  nn-i  :iii  the  fv-eul  !i  rlcrgy  brinies 
*lt-ilunk;  a  luu:!  ^.l  v.cll ;,  uiisoueJ  .<i!:oul-ll  W  fit  to 
L-  •'.»  c-.'i  ,T,i  i;k  "■.:'." 
'  One  ti;iiror  »:.  ij  gani^oi.  my  l.jrd,"  answered  the 


Prior,  "  can  do  much  to  destroy  the  security  of  a  dty 
which  is  yarded  by  legions;  and  if  that  one  traitor 
is,  either  from  levity,  or  love  of  novelty,  or  whatever 
other  motive,  protected  and  fostered  ny  those  who 
should  be  most  eager  to  expel  him  from  the  fortreat, 
his  opportunities  ot  working  mischief  will  be  incalcu- 
lablv  increased." 

"Vour  words  seem  to  aim  at  some  one  in  this  pro* 
scnce.  Father  Prior,"  said  the  Douglas;  "if  at  me, 
they  do  me  foul  wrong.  I  am  well  aware  that  the 
Abbot  of  Aberbrothock  hath  made  some  ill-advised 
complaints,  that  I  suffered  not  his  beeves  to  become 
too  many  for  his  pastures,  or  his  stock  of  grain  to 
burst  the  cimels  or  the  Monaster)',  while  my  follow- 
ers lacked  beef,  and  their  horses  com.  But  bethink 
you,  the  pastures  and  cornfields  which  produced  thit 
plenty,  were  bestowed  by  my  ancestors  on  the  house 
of  Aberbrothock,  surelv  not  with  the  purpose  thai 
their  descendant  should  starve  in  ihcmiost  of  it;  and 
neither  will  he.  by  St.  Bride!  But  for  heresy  and 
false  doctrine,"  he  added,  striking  his  large  hand 
heavily  on  the  council-table,  ."  who  is  it  that  dare  tai 
the  Douglas?  I  would  not  have  poor  men  burned 
for  silly  thoughts ;  but  my  hand  and  sword  are  evei 
readv  to  maintain  the  Christian  faith." 

"My  lord,  I  doubt  it  not,"  said  the  Prior;  "so  hatfa 
it  ever  been  with  your  most  noble  house.  For  the 
Abbot's  complaints,  they  may  pass  to  a  second  day. 
But  what  we  now  desire,  is  a  commission  to  some 
noble  lord  of  state,  joined  to  others  of  Holy  Churcfa, 
to  support  by  strength  of  hand^  if  necessary,  the  in- 
quiries which  the  reverend  ofKcial  of  the  bounds,  and 
other  grave  prelates,  my  unworthy  self  being  oof, 
are  about  to  make  into  the  cause  of  the  new  doc- 
trines, which  are  now  deluding  the  simple,  and  de- 
praving the  pure  and  precious  faith,  approved  by  the 
Holv  Father  and  his  reverend  predecessors." 

"  t<et  the  Earl  of-Douglas  have  a  roval  commission 
to  this  effect,"  said  Albany;  "and  let  there  be  no 
exception  whatever  from  his  jurisdiction,  saving  the 
royal  person.  For  my  own  part,  althougn  oonscioui 
that  I  have  neither  in  act  nor  thought  received  or  en- 
couraged a  doctrine  which  Holy  Church  hath  not 
sanctionrd,  yet  I  should  blush  to  claim  an  immunity 
under  ihn  blood  royal  of  Scotland,  lest  I  should  secoi 
to  be  seeking  rcfuce  against  a  crime  so  horrible." 

"  I  will  have  nought  to  do  ^%i1h  it"— said  Duuclai: 
"  to  march  against  the  English,  and  the  Soutliron 
traitor  March,  is  task  cnoui;n  for  me.  Moreover.  I 
am  a  true  Scotsman,  and  will  not  give  way  to  aumt 
that  may  put  the  Church  of  Scotland's  head  fartler 
into  the  Roman  yoko,  or  make  the  baron's  corooec 
stoop  to  the  mitre  and  cowl.  Do  you,  therefore,  mott 
noble  Duke  of  Albany,  place  your  own  name  in  the 
commission;  and  I  prav  your  Grace  so  to  mitigate 
the  zeal  of  the  men  of  Holy  Church,  who  mav  be 
associated  with  you,  that  there  be  no  over  zealoa 
dealings ;  for  the  smell  of  a  fagot  on  the  Tay  would 
bring  back  the  Douglas  from  the  walls  of  York." 

The  Duke  hastened  to  give  the  Earl  assurance, 
that  the  commission  should  be  exercised  with  lenity 
and  moderation. 

"Without  a  question,"  said  King  Robert,  "the 
commission  must  be  ample;  and  did  it  consist widi 
the  dicrnity  of  our  crown,  we  would  not  ourselves  de- 
cline its  jurisdiction.  Hut  wc  trus',  that  while  the 
thunders  of  the  Church  are  directed  against  the  tiIb 
authors  of  thc}$e  detestable  heresies^  there  shall  be 
mcnsures  of  mildness  and  compassion  taken  with 
the  unfortunate  victims  of  their  aehisions." 

"  Sucli  is  ever  the  course  of  Holy  Church,  my  loid," 
saiil  the  Prior  of  St.  Dominic's. 

"  Why,  then,  let  the  commission  be  expedited  with 
dne  care,  in  the  name  of  our  brother  Albany^  and 
surh  utiicrs  as  shall  be  deemed  convenient,"  saidte 
Kin;:.—"  And  now  once  again  let  i-s  break  up  ov 


in  which  he  worJd  hwe  addressed  a  managed  horse. 

"  What  means  this  rud/ncss,  boy  ?"  i>aid  the  King; 
"  will  thou  neviT  Icnm  reason  and  courtesy  ?" 

•'  Let  me  not  be  thought  to  offend,  my  heM,"  eaiJ 
the  Prince;  "but  wc  are  parting  without leammx 


THE  FAIR  MAID  OP  PERTH. 


ir^E  ia  to  be  doB*  in  iha  p"~"g  Mitnaa  Ktventure 
/til*  dead  hand,  wbkh  the  DoukIu liaih  ■onl- 
unlr  taken  up.  Ws  aball  ait  bul  uaeomfbriablr  aen 
a  Panh.  if  we  are  ai  Tariinoe  with  tbs  diiiena." 

"Leare  ibat  to  me,"  atud  Albany.  "With  loine 
ictlt  giant  of  landa  and  inooer,  ind  plenty;  of  ftir 
ircMda,  the  bnigbeia  mir  be  utuflad  ibr  thia  time ; 
Wl  ilireTB  ireir  that  the  barona  and  iheir  rollowen, 
irhg  are  in  atleDdance  on  the  coiut,  woie  warned  to 
-auct  ibe  peace  wiibin  bmfib." 

"aurajy,  wewiMildbaveiiso,"  uidlbeEingi  "let 
uiim  awAmr^  beeivea  accoidinRly." 

B  loc  churla  but  loo  uucb  Rraoc^"  aaid 
"'hii  belt  at  your Hiibaeu'aplMnuE. 

"  Not  beTare  you  laate  ■  flagOQ  ot  Qaacon  wine,  my 
sRtr'  aaid  the  Kinft- 
'Panlaa,"  replieal  tbe  Earl,  "lain  not  atbirat,  and 

1  diiok  not  [or  .'aabion,  but  eiilier  for  need  or  for 
iModihip.''     So  aaying  be  departed. 

Tie  KinK,  as  i[  relieved  by  bis  absence,  turned  to 
libany,  and  eaid,  "And  now,  my  lord,  we  sbould 
^lida  ihia  truant  Rotbasy  of  ours:  yet  behatbaerved 

u  nine  atonemeJmbr  bia  follies." 

"  I  am  happy  to  bear  it,"  answered  Albany,  with  a 
Eonslanance  of  pity  and  jncredubly,  aa  if  as  knew 
KHiiiag  of  tbe  supposed  services. 

"NsT,  brother,  you  are  dull,"  said  ihs  KinR,  "for 
I  nil  net  dunk  you  snvious.  Did  you  not  now  that 
BsAsaiwaa  tbe  Brat  to  sumssl  lbs  modecrfselllins 
tbiHinhlandst  wImcu  your  ajqierienee  brongil  indaed 
late  biilsr  abape^  and  which  was  fiSDerally  apprond 
i>(-~ind  eren  now  ws  had  broken  up,  leaTing  a  main 
■idarad,  bul  that  he  put  us  in  mindof 


a  acquiescence  whieb  hs  saw  was  ti- 


IpiT.Lorf/pi 


<r."  aai^  the  Duke,  addresnng  the 

The  KiSa'and"?  hara'tlat  to  wy 

In  lbs  Ptinc^  which  must  hais  no  farther  andienc^ 

ile  Dominican  bowed  end  wiibdiBw. 

What  the  two  royal  brothers  and  the  Prince  were 
In  loi^tbcs',  tbe  Kinft  eeetned  in  lbs  bigheei  degree 
•mairaased  and  diatraasedj  Albany  sullen  and 
iMWfaUUt  vriiile  Rotbiey  hiinssif  endeavoured  to 
cow  acnne  anxiety  under  bte  usuil  appearance  of 
■nty.  There  was  a  silence  of  a  minute.  At  lentith 
Amnynoka. 

Royal  brnther,"  be  aaid, 
nkriains  with  so  mneh  eur 


princely  ntphew 

caoins  ffom  m]r  month,  thai  I  must  pray  your  Once 
rxnsMfio  take  the  trouUsof  tellins  him  what  it  ia 
Dwn  fitting  be  ahoold  know." 

It  muii  be  aoms  tinplaaaing 
M,  which  my  Lord  of  Alhani 
■rawd  words,"^  said  the  Prince. 

rsaca  with  thine  eflrontery,  boy,"  answered  the 
UHi.  pasBianately,  "You  asked  but  now  of  the 
jaarnf  with  the  ciliiena— Who  caused  that  quarrel, 
Mvij)— what  men  were  those  who  scaled  the  win- 
Ma'  o(  I  peaceful  citizen  and  liesemin,  alarmed  the 
jiifliil  with  torch  and  outcry,  and  subjecled  our  aub- 
WjWto  dangir  and  nffright T' 

More  fear  thsQ  donaer,  I  fsney,"  apswercd  the 
{[tiKai  "but  how  can  1  of  all  men  tdl  who  made 
taif  nocturnal  diaturijance  7" 
.  There  waa  a  (otIowEr  of  thins  own  there."  con- 
Uoed  the  Kinc )  "  a  man  of  BsUal,  whom  I  will  have 
MMHii  to  condum  pmiiahment." 
J  1  nSTe  no  follower,  to  my  hnowlsdn  capable  of 
Jjwnng  yonr  HiBhneaa'a  diapleasura,''  answered 

I  will  have  no  evasions,  boy^Wbare 
•aetValaotina'sETaT' 


Sunt,  as  a  man  of  mould  mi^t,     anawi 
young  man,  carelessly. 

"Will  my  royal  nephew  tell  us  how  bis  Master  of 
:ha  Horse  was  employed  upon  thai  holy  EveT"  aaid 


"Ramoray  was  employsd  in  m> 
hat  anawer  may  sadafy  my  uncle, 

"But  ii  will  notaaiiifyiTu,"  aaid  tbs  angry  father. 
'  Ood  knows,  I  never  coveted  man's  blood,  but  that 
lamomy's  bead  I  wilt  have  if  lew  can  Revs  it.  He 
laa  been  Ibe  encourager  and  partaker  of  all  tby  du. 
namuB  vicea  and  folbea        wil  lak  ehaU  be 

ionomore.-CaU  Ha     ouia,  wi  b     gu    d 

"  Do  not  injure  an  innocan    m  terpoaed   h 

Piines.desiroua  ai  ev  ry  aa  n  rv       IB 

"atirire  from  tba  m     seed 
"ord  that  Ramomy  waa  en  aa 

line,  iherefoTB  could         be 

"  Falae  oquivocato  tb  Ki  g 

presentinB  lo  the  Prin 
"'  Ramorny,  lost  in  tb    nfon 
tbandaofafoilow  b 

the  Earl  to  my  bio  h 

he  diea ;  and  go  tb      fhim  m      reae  ce,  and  te- 
it  the  flagitioua  councils  w      h  could  m  k        ea 

ind  before  me  with      alsehood  m  tb    m      b— Ob, 

abama,  David,  ahame    aa  a  son,  thoa  has    ad  to  tby 
father)  aa  a  knight,  to  the  head  of  tby  order." 
*"'    Prince  auod  mate,  eonsdence-sliuek,  and  atU- 
He  than  gave  way  to  lbs  bonourabla 

„_  ..'hich  at  bottom  be  really  poaasaaad,  and 

threw  himaslf  at  his  ikther's  fact. 
"  Tbe  lalaa  knight,"  ha  aakl,  "deaqrea  dserada- 
1,  the  disloyal  aubjecl  death  i  but,  on  I  let  Iha  aan 

Uad"i' 


ive  from  the  blhar  pirdon  for  the  ai 
guilt,  bul  who  rsii 
[  nis  commsndl 


SI  who  did 
ynhuMd 


...,  tools,  rather  Iban  my  aocomplioaa.    Re- 

lembet,  Ranjorny  was  prelarred  lo  my  service  by 

iv  Bain  led  mother." 
Name  her  not,  David,  I  charfie  thee     said  the 

ine  1  "  she  ia  happy  that  ahe  never  saw  tbe  child  of 

a  love  Bland  before  her  doubly  dishonoured,  by 

lill  and  by  falsehood." 
"I  am  indeed  unworthy  to  name  bar,"  aaid  tha 

rince;  "and  yeL  my  dear  father,  m  net  name  I 

lUBl  peiiiian  for  Ramomy'a  life." 

"  If  I  might  oiler  my  counsel,"  aaid  the  Duke  of 
Albany,  who  aaw  that  a  reconciliation  irould  soon 
lake  place  belwiil  tbe  father  and  son,  "I  would 
advise  that  Ramomy  be  diainiasad  from  tbe  Piince'a 
household  and  aocisly,  with  such  farlber  penally  as 
'      '    prudence  may  eotm  lo  merit.    Tba  public  will 

itented  with  his  disgrace,  and  the  mailer  will 

be  easily  accommodated  or  stiosd,  so  thai  bia  Hi^ 
ness  <ki  noi  attampt  to  acrssa  hia  aarrant." 

"Will  tboi^fotmyaaka.  Davkl  said  the  King, 
with  a  faltering  voioe,  and  the  tear  in  bis  era,  "  dia- 
miaa  ihts  dangeroua  mant  for  my  sake,  who  could 
noi  rsfnse  thee  the  bearl  out  ot  my  boaom  1" 

"It  shall  bedonft  my  (lather— donematandy,"  tha 
Prince  replied :  and  seizing  the  pan,  be  wrote  a  haa» 
diamiesal  of  Ramomy  Irom  bis  ssrriee,  and  put  n 
into  Albany's  bands.  "I  would  I  could  fid&  ^1 
yonr  wtshea  oa  easily,  my  roral  falber,"  he  added, 
again  ibrowinKbimselfatibeKing^sfset,  wbotaisad 
him  up,  and  fondly  fblded  him  in  Bis  arms. 

Albany  BCoiHed,  but  was  silent ;  andit  was  noltU 
after  ihe  space  of  a  aunnts  or  two,  that  be  aaid, 
"This  mailer  being  so  happily  aceommodaled,  let 
me  ask  if  your  Msjeetybslaaaed  to  attend  the  Etso- 
Bong  service  in  the  ehniel  1" 

"Snidy,"  said  tbe  King.  "Have  I  nollhanketo 
Iiay  to  Ood.  who  has  reaiorad  union  to  my  nmdyl 
Yon  will  go  with  us,  brotberl" 

"So  please  your  Orscetogive  me  leave  of  abaanea 

-No"  said  the  Duke.     "I  most  ooneart  with  tha 

Douglas,  and  otber^.  Ihe  manner  m  which  wa  may 

bring  thsse  Highland  vuitutta  lo  our  lore. 

ARianyretirad  lo  ibink  over  hia  ambitioaa  pn^wta 
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[Chap.  TOY 


while  the  father  ind  son  attended  divine  eenrice,  to 
thaiik  God  for  their  happj  reconciliation. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


Will 


rill  yen  fo  to  the  Hielandc.  Lircf  Lrnde«y, 
Will  jroo  to  to  the  Hielands,  wi'  rami 
Will  yon  go  to  the  Hieiand«,  Lizzy  Lyndemr, 
Mjr  bride  and  mj  darliug  to  be  Y— OW  Baltad. 

A  poBicsB  chapter  opened  in  the  royal  confesaion- 
al ;  we  are  now  to  introduce  our  readers  to  a  situa- 
tion somewhat  simiisr,  though  the  scene  and  persons 
were  very  different.  Instead  of  a  Gothic  and  darken- 
ed apartment  in  a  monastery,  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful prospects  in  Scotland  lay  extended  beneath  the 
hill  of  Kinnoul,  and  at  the  foot  of  a  rock  which  com- 
manded the  view  in  every  direction,  sat  the  Fair 
Maid  of  Perth,  listening  in  an  attitude  of  devout  at- 
tention to  tlie  mstructions  of  a  Carthusian  monk,  in 
his  white  gown  and  scapular,  who  concluded  his  dis- 
course with  prayer,  in  which  his  proselyte  devoutly 
joined. 

When  they  had  finished  their  devotioni^  the  priest 
sat  for  some  time  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  glorious 
prospect,  of  which  even  the  early  nnd  chilly  season 
could  not  concesl  the  beauties,  and  it  was  some  time 
ere  he  addressed  his  attentive  companion. 

"When  I  behold"  he  said  at  length,  "this  rich 
and  varied  land,  with  its  castles,  churches,  convents, 
stately  palaces,  and  fertile  fields,  these  extensive 
woods,  and  thst  noble  river,  I  know  not,  my  dsughter, 
whether  most  to  admire  the  bounty  of  God  or  the 
ingratitude  of  man.  He  hath  given  us  the  beauty 
and  fertility  of  the  earth,  and  we  have  made  the 
scene  of  his  bounty  a  charnel-house  snd  a  battle- 
field. He  hath  given  us  power  over  the  elements, 
and  skill  to  erect  houses  for  comfort  and  defence, 
and  we  have  converted  them  into  dens  for  robbers 
and  ruffians." 

"  Yet  surely,  my  father,  there  is  room  for  comfort," 
replied  Cathsrino.  "  even  in  the  very  prosi>ect  we 
look  upon.  Yonder  four  goodlv  convents,  with  their 
churches,  and  their  towers,  wnich  tell  the  citizens 
with  brazen  voice,  that  they  should  think  on  their 
religious  duties ; — their  inhabitants,  who  have  sepa- 
rated themselves  from  the  world,  its  pursuits  and  its 
fleasures,  to  dedicate  themselves  to  the  service  of 
leaven, — all  bear  witness,  that  if  Scotland  be  a 
bloody  and  a  sinful  land,  she  is  yet  alive  and  sensible 
to  the  ciaima  which  religion  demands  of  the  human 
race." 

*'  Verily,  daughter,"  answered  the  priest,  "  what 
you  say  seems  truth ;  and  yet,  nearly  viewed,  too 
much  of  the  comfort  you  describe  will  be  found  de- 
lusive. It  is  true,  there  was  a  period  in  the  Christian 
world,  when  good  men,  msintaining  themselves  by 
the  work  of  their  hands,  assembled  together,  not  that 
they  might  live  easily  or  sleep  softly,  but  that  they 
might  strengthen  each  other  in  the  Christian  faith, 
and  qualify  themselves  to  be  teachers  of  the  word  to 
the  people.  Doubtless  there  are  still  such  to  be  found 
in  the  holy  edifices  on  which  we  now  look.  But  it 
ia  to  be  feared  that  the  love  of  many  has  waxed  cold. 
Our  churchmen  have  become  wealthy,  as  vrell  bjy  the 
gifts  of  pious  persons  as  by  the  brib^  which  wicked 
men  have  given  in  their  ignoranee,  imagining  that 
they  can  purchase  that  pardon  hy  endowments  to 
the  church,  which  Heaven  has  only  offered  to  sincere 

Senitents.  And  thus,  as  the  Church  waxeth  rich,  her 
octrinea  have  unhapriiy  become  ^m  and  obscure, 
as  a  light  is  less  seen  if  placed  in  a  lamp  of  chased 

Eld,  than  beheld  through  a  screen  of  glass.  God 
ows,  if  I  see  these  things  and  mark  them,  it  is  firom 
no  wish  of  singularity,  or  desire  to  make  myself  a 
teacher  in  Israel ;  but  hecause  the  fire  bums  in  my 
bosom,  and  will  not  permit  me  to  be  silent.  I  obey 
the  rules  of  my  order,  and  withdraw  not  mvself  from 
its  austerities.  Be  they  essential  to  our  safvatwn,  or 
be  they  mere  formalitiesj  adopted  to  supply  the  want 
of  real  penitence  and  sincere  devotion,  I  have  oro- 
mised,  nay  vowed,  to  observe  them ;  and  they  shall 
be  respected  by  me  the  more,  that  otherwise  I  might 
be  char^  with  regarding  my  bodily  ease,  when 
HetTen  la  my  witnew  bow  lighily  I  yalue  what  I 


may  be  called  on  to  act  or  sufibr,  if  the  jmrity  4>f  the 
church  could  be  restored,  or  the  disapline  of  the 
priesthood  r^laoed  in  its  primitive  simplicity.*' 

**  But,  my  father,"  said  Catharine,  "even  for  these 
opinions  men  term  you  a  Lollard  and  a  Wickliffit^ 
and  say  it  is  your  desire  to  destroy  churches  and 
cloisters,  and  restore  the  religion  of  Heatheneese." 

"  Even  so,  my  daughter,  am  I  driven  to  sedi  re- 
fuge in  hills  and  rocks,  and  must  be  presently  con» 
tented  to  take  my  flight  amongst  the  rude  Highlanderat 
who  are  thus  far  in  a  more  gracious  state  than  those 
I  leave  behind  me,  that  theirs  are  crimes  of  igno* 
ranee,  not  of  presumption.  I  will  not  omit  to  take 
such  means  or  safety  and  escape  from  their  croelty, 
as  Heaven  may  open  to  me ;  for,  while  such  appear* 
I  shall  account  it  a  sign  that  I  have  stUl  a  service  to 
accomplish.  But  when  it  is  my  Master's  pleasure. 
He  knows  how  willingly  Clement  Blair  will  fay  down 
a  vilified  life  upon  earth,  in  humble  hope  of  a  Diesaed 
exchange  hereaAer.— But»wherefore  dost  thou  look 
northward  so  anxiously,  my  child  ? — thy  young  eyes 
are  Quicker  than  mine — dost  thou  see  anv one  coming  T' 
"  1  look,  Father,  for  the  Highlana  youth,  Cona> 
char,  who  will  be  thy  guide  to  the  hills,  where  his 
father  can  afibrd  thee  a  safe,  if  a  rude  retreat.  Tins 
he  has  often  promised,  when  we  spoke  of  yon  and  of 
your  lessons— I  fear  he  is  now  in  company  where  he 
will  soon  foi^et  them." 

"  The  youth  bath  sparkles  of  grace  in  him,"  said 
Father  Clement ;  "  although  those  of  his  race  ars 
usually  too  much  devoted  to  their  own  fierce  and 
savage  customs^  to  endure  with  patience  either  the 
restraints  of  religion,  or  those  of  the  sodsl  law. — 
Thou  hast  never  told  me,  daughter,  how,  coniraiy 
to  all  the  usages  either  of  the  burah  or  of  the  moun- 
tains, this  youth  came  to  reskle  in  thy  father's  house  1" 
"All  I  know  touching  that  matter,"  said  Catha- 
rine, "is,  that  his  father  is  a  man  of  consequence 
among  those  hill  men,  and  that  he  desired  as  a  &- 
vour  uf  my  father,  who  hath  had  deahngs  with  them 
in  the  way  of  his  merchandise,  to  keep  this  youth  for 
a  certain  time;  and  that  it  is  only  two  daya  sisee 
they  parted,  as  Conachar  waa  to  return  home  to  his 
own  mountains." 

"  And  why  has  my  daughter,"  demanded  the  pneet, 
"maintained  such  a  correspondence  with  this  High- 
land youth,  that  she  should  know  how  to  send  ibr 
him  when  she  demred  to  use  his  services  in  my  be- 
half 7  Surely,  this  is  much  influence  for  a  maiden  to 
possess  over  such  a  wild  colt  as  this  youthful  mocm- 
tainecr." 

Catharine  blushed,  and  answered  with  hesitation, 
"  If  I  have  had  any  influence  with  Conachar,  Heaven 
by  my  witness  I  have  only  exerted  it  to  enforce  upon  bos 
fiery  temper  compUance  with  the  rulea  of  civil  life.  It 
is  true.  I  have  long  expected  that  you,  my  Father, 
would  be  obli^  to  take  to  flight,  and  I  therefore  had 
agreed  with  him  that  he  should  meet  me  at  this  places 
as  soon  as  he  sh'^uld  receive  a  message  finom  me 
with  a  token,  which  I  yesterday  despatched.  Hm 
messenger  was  a  light-footed  boy  of  nis  ow;i  dan, 
whom  he  used  sometimes  to  send  on  errands  into  the 
Highlands." 

"And  am  I  then  to  understand,  daughter,  that 
this  youth,  so  fiiir  to  the  eye,  was  nothing  more  dear 
to  vou,  than  as  you  desired  to  enhghten  his  mind  and 
reform  his  manners  7" 

"  It  is  so,  my  Father,  and  no  otherwise,"  answffw 
ed  Catharine ;  "  and  perhaps  I  did  not  do  well  to  bold 
intimacy  with  him,  even  for  his  instruction  and  in- 
provement.    But  my  discourse  never  led  forther." 

"Then  have  I  been  mistaken,  my  daughter;  fv 
I  thought  I  had  seen  in  thee  of  late  some  cbsnes  sf 
purpose,  and  some  wishful  regards  looking  baot  to 
this  world,  of  which  you  were  at  one  time  resolved  to 
take  leave."  ; 

Catharine  htmg  down  her  head,  and  bluahed  more 
deeply  than  ever,  as  she  saki,  *' Yourself.  Father, 
were  used  to  remonstrate  against  my  taking  tbs 
veil." 

"  Nor  do  I  now  approve  of  it,  my  diild,"  sakl  ths 
priest.  "  Marriage  is  an  honourable  state,  appointed 
by  heaven  as  the  regular  means  of  oontiniung  ths 
race  of  man  *  and  I  read  not  in  the  Senptuisa,  what 
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hamtn  inveadons  ha^  nnce  affirmed*  concerning 
(be  saperior  ezcellenoe  erf", a  state  of  celibacy.  But  I 
am  jealous  of  thee,  my  child,  as  a  father  is  of  his  on- 
\y  daughter,  lest  tnoo  shouldst  throw  thyself  sway 
upon  some  one  unworthy  of  thee.  Thy  parent,  I 
know,  less  nice  in  thy  behalf  than  I  am,  countenances 
the  addresses  of  that  fierce  and  riotous  reveller,  whom 
they  call  Henry  of  the  Wynd.  He  is  rich,  it  may  be ; 
butahaonterof  idle  and  debauched  company — a  com- 
mon prize-fighter,  who  has  shed  human  blood  Vke 
water.  Can  such  i  one  be  a  fit  mate  for  Catharine 
QIover?~And  yet  report  says  they  are  soon  to  be 
onited." 

The  Fair  Maid  of  Perth's  complexion  changed  from 
red  to  pale,  and  from  pale  to  red,  as  she  hastily  re- 
plied, "I  think  not  of  him;  though  it  is  true  some 
courtesies  have  passed  betwixt  us  of  late,  both  as  he 
is  my  fittber's  friend,  and  as  being,  according  to  the 
castom  of  the  time,  my  Valentine." 

"Your  Valentine,  my  child  T*  said  Father  Clement. 
"And  can  your  modesty  and  prudence  have  trifled  so 
much  with  the  delicacy  of  your  sex,  as  to  place  your- 
self in  such  a  relation  to  such  a  man  as  this  artincer? 
—Think  you  that  this  Valentine,  a  Kodly  saint  and 
Christian  bishop,  as  he  is  said  to  have  been,  ever  coun- 
taoanced  a  silly  and  unseemly  custom,  more  likely  to 
have  originated  in  the  heathen  worship  of  Flora  or 
Venus,  when  mortals  gave  the  names  of  deities  to 
ibdr  passions,  and  studied  to  excite  instead  of  re- 
straining them  7*' 

**  Father,"  said  Catharine,  in  a  tone  of  more  dis- 
pleasure than  she  had  ever  before  assumed  to  the  Car- 
thosian,  '*  I  kno«^  not  ui>on  what  ground  you  tax  me 
thus  severely  for  complying  with  a  general  practice, 
tothorized  by  universal  custom,  and  sanctioned  by 
my  father's  authority.  I  cannot  feel  it  kind  that  you 
pnt  such  misconstruction  upon  me.'* 

"  Forgive  me,  daughter/'  answered  the  priest,  mild- 
ly, "  if  I  navs  given  you  offence.  But  this  Henry  Gow, 
or  Smith,  is  a  forward,  licentious  man,  to  whom  you 
cannot  allow  any  uncommon  degree  of  intimacy  and 
eooouragement,  without  exposing  yourself  to  worse 
misconatraction. — unless,  indeed,  it  be  your  purpose 
to  wed  him,  ana  that  very  shortly." 

"  Say  no  more  of  it,  my  Father,"  said  Catharine. 
"You  give  me  more  pain  than  you  would  desire  to  do ; 
and  I  may  be  provoked  to  answer  otherwise  than 
as  becomes  me.  Perhaps  I  have  already  had  cause 
enough  to  make  me  r^)ent  my  compliance  with  an 
idle  custom.  At  any  rate,  believe  that  Henry  Smith 
is  nothing  to  me;  and  that  even  the  idle  intercourse 
arising  £rom  St.  Valentine's  Day,  is  utterly  broken 
off." 

"I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  it,  my  daughter,"  replied  the 
Carthusian ;  **  and  must  now  prove  you  on  another 
subiect,  which  renders  me  most  anxious  on  your  be- 
halt  You  cannot  yourself  be  ignorant  of  it,  although 
I  could  wish  it  were  not  necessary  to  speak  of  a  thing 
•0  dangerous,  even  before  these  surrounding  rocks, 
clifik  and  stones.  But  it  must  be  said. — Catharine, 
you  have  a  Jover  in  the  highest  rank  of  Scotland's 
•oDsofhonoarl'* 

'*I  know  it.  Father,"  answered  Catharine,  compo- 
sedly.   **I  would  it  were  not  so." 

"  So  would  1  also,"  said  the  priest,  **  did  I  sae  in  my 
daughter  only  the  child  of  folly,  which  most  young 
women  are  at  her  age.  especially  if  possessed  of  the 
fatal  gift  of  beauty.  But  as  thy  charms,  to  speak  the 
language  of  an  idle  world,  have  attached  to  tnee  a  lo- 
ver of  such  high  rank,  so  I  know  that  thy  virtue  and 
wisdom  will  maintain  the  influence  over  the  Prince's 
mind  which  thy  beauty  hath  acquired." 

"  Father,"  replied  Catharine,  the  Prince  is  a  licen- 
tious gallant,  whose  notice  of  me  tends  only  to  my 
'''•Trace  and  ruin.  Can  you,  who  seemed  but  now 
aiitud  that  I  acted  imprudently  in  entering  into  an  or- 
dinary exchange  of  courtesies  with  one  of  my  own 
rank,  speak  with  patience  of  the  sort  of  correspond- 
ence which  the  heir  of  Scotland  dares  to  fix  upon  me  7 
Know,  that  it  is  but  two  nights  since  he,  vrith  a  party 
of  his  debauched  followers,  would  have  carried  me  by 
force  from  my  father's  house,  had  I  not  been  rescued 
by  that  same  rash-spirited  Henry  Smith,— who,  if  he 
be  too  hasty  in  venturing  on  danger  on  slight  occa- 


sion, IS  always  readj  to  venture  his  life  in  behalf  of 
innocence,  or  in  resistance  of  oppression.  It  is  well 
mv  part  to  do  him  that  justice. 

*  1  should  know  something  of  that  matter,"  said 
the  monk,  "  since  it  was  my  voice  that  sent  tiim  to 
your  assistance.  I  had  seen  the  party  as  I  passed  your 
door,  and  was  hastening  to  the  civil  power  in  order  to 
raise  assistance,  when  I  perceived  a  man's  figure  com- 
ii4(  slowly  towards  me.  Apprehensive  it  might  be  one 
of  the  ambuscade.  I  stepped  behind  the  buttresses  of 
the  chapel  of  St.  John,  and  seeing  from  a  nearer  view, 
that  it  was  Henry  Smith,  I  guessed  which  way  he 
was  bound,  and  raised  my  voice  in  an  exhortatioii« 
which  made  him  double  his  speed." 

"I  am  beholden  to  you.  Father,"  said  Catharine; 
"but  all  this,  and  the  Duke  of  Riothsay's  own  lan- 
guage to  me,  only  show  that  the  Prince  is  a  profligate 
young  man,  who  will  scruple  no  extremities  which 
may  promise  to  ^tify  an  idle  passion,  at  whatever 
expense  to  its  object.  His  emissary,  Ramorny,  has 
even  had  the  insolence  to  tell  me,  that  my  father  shall 
sufier  for  it,  if  I  dare  to  prefer  being  the  wife  of  an  ho- 
nest  man,  to  becoming  the  loose  paramour  of  a  mar- 
ried prince.  So  I  see  no  other  remedy  than  to  take 
the  veil,  or  run  the  risk  of  my  own  rum  and  my  poor 
father's.  Were  there  no  other  reason,  the  terror  of 
these  threats,  from  a  man  so  notoriously  capable  of 
keeping  his  word,  ought  as  much  to  prevent  my  be- 
coming the  bride  of  any  worthy  man,  as  it  should  pro- 
hibit me  from  unlatching  his  door  to  admit  murderers^ 
—Oh,  good  Father !  what  a  lot  is  mine !  and  how  fa- 
tal am  I  likely  to  prove  to  my  afiectionate  parent,  an< 
to  any  one  with  whom  I  might  ally  my  unhappy  for* 
tunes  I" 

**  Be  yet  of  good  cheer,  my  daughter,"  said  the 
monk ;  '  there  is  comfort  for  thee  even  in  this  extre- 
mity of  apparent  distress.  Ramorny  is  a  villain,  and 
abuses  the  ear  of  his  patron.  The  Prince  is  unhap- 
pily a  dissipated  and  idle  youth ;  but,  unless  my  gray 
hairs  have  been  stransely  imposed  on,  his  character 
is  beginning  to  alter.  He  hatti  been  awakened  to  Ra- 
morny's  baseness,  and  deeply  regrets  having  followed 
his  evil  advice.  I  believe,  nay,  I  am  well  convinced, 
that  his  passion  for  you  nas  assumed  a  nobler  and 
purer  character,  and  that  the  lessons  he  has  heard 
from  me  on  the  corruptions  of  the  church,  and  of  the 
times,  will,  if  enforced  from  your  lips,  sink  deeply  in- 
to his  heart,  and  perhaps  produce  fiuits,  for  the  world 
to  wonder  as  well  as  reioice  at  Old  prophecies  have 
said,  that  Rome  shall  fall  by  the  speech  of  a  woman." 
_ "  These  are  dreams.  Father,"  said  Catharine ;  "  the 
visions  of  one  whose  thoughts  are  too  much  on  better 
things,  to  admit  his  thinking  justly  upon  the  ordinary 
affairs  of  earth.  When  we  navelooKed  long  at  the 
sun,  every  thing  else  can  only  be  seen  indistinctly." 

"Thou  art  over  hasty,  my  daughter,"  said  Cle- 
ment, "and  thou  shalt  be  convinced  of  it.  The 
prospects  which  I  am  to  open  to  thee  were  unfit  to  be 
exposed  to  one  of  a  less  firm  sense  of  yirtue,  or  a 
more  ambitious  temper.  Perhaps  it  is  not  fit  that, 
even  to  you,  I  should  d'splay  them ;  but  my  confi- 
dence is  strong  in  thy  wisdom  andf  thy  pnncipled. 
Know,  then,  that  there  is  much  chance  that  the  Church 
of  Rome  wdl  dissolve  the  union  which  she  has  her- 
self formed,  and  release  the  Duke  of  Rothsay  fh)m 
his  marriage  with  Marjory  Douglas." 

Here  he  paused. 

"  And  if  the  Church  hath  power  and  will  to  do 
this,"  replied  the  maiden,  "  wnat  influence  can  the 
divorce  of  the  Duke  from  his  wife  produce  on  the  for- 
tunes of  Catharine  Glover?" 

She  looked  at  the  priest  anxiously  as  she  spoke, 
and  he  had  some  apparent  difiiculty  in  framing  his 
reply,  for  he  looked  on  the  ground  while  he  answered 
her. 

"  What  did  beauty  do  for  Catharine  Logic?  Un- 
less our  fathers  have  told  us  falsely,  it  raised  her  to 
shnre  the  throne  of  David  Bruce." 

"Did  she  live  happy,  or  die  regretted,  good  Fa- 
ther?" asked  Catharine,  in  the  same  calm  and  stea- 
dy tone. 

"  She  formed  her  alliance  from  temporal,  and  per- 
haps criminal  ambition,"  replied  Father  Clement: 
"and  she  found  her  reward  in  vanity  and  vexation  of 


■ptitt.  But  had  Ehe  weJded  wiih  ihe  patpoK  Ihni 
the  believing  wife  should  convert  ihR  unbelifvina,  ot 
confirm  the  doubtinx.  hunhand,  what  ihen  had  Wn 
her  reward  1  Loic  find  honour  upon  earth,  and  on 
inheTitancB  in  Henven  with  queen  Margatei,  and 
those  heroines  who  have  been  Uie  nurnnf;  ninihcrs  of 
ihe  Church." 
HitherinCalhntine  had  sa(  upon  n  stone  beaide  the 

Criesi's  fori,  and  luokrd  uti  to  him  as  she  BpoWe  or 
■teiird ;  but  now,  as  ir  nnimalcd  by  calm,  yei  sci- 
iled  feelings  of  dieapprobstion,  ehe  rose  up,  and  ci- 
MnditiR  bcr  hand  KxTardn  thp.  monk  as  she  erahe, 
addreMed  him  urilh  a  counlcnanee  and  voice  which 
miglit  have  beromea  ehinib,  nilvinR,  and  even  an 
much  a*  poiribhi  Fparinii,  Iho  iWlinss  of  the  mortal 
whaaanrora  lie  in  commlnionctl  lo  rebuke. 

"And  ia  it  evea  woT'  aha  niri,  "  and  cnti  bo  much 
et  Ihe  wiahe«i  hiQiei,  and  pr^jialices  of  this  vilo 
world,  aRcei  him  who  mar  be  called  lo-morrow  to 
hy  down  his  life  fbrnpposnji  the  cornipl  ions  of  nn'ick- 
m  aae  attd  baekslidiDapricalhnod  1  Can  it  be  ihe  ac- 
rerely  vinuans  t'nlher  Clemeut,  who  advisee  his  child 
to  aim  at,  or  even  ro  think  ol,  thu  posaession  of  a 
ihroac  and  a  bed,  which  cannot  become  vacant  but 
by  an  act  of  crying  irijiiatieo  to  Ihe  present  posses- 
tort  Cbq  il  bo  the  wise  reformer  ot  the  church  who 
wishe*  to  rcat  a  acheme,  in  itself  so  imium.  UDon  a 
fcundslion  at  iirccanoiial  Sinre  w 
Father,  thai  the  principal  libertine 

liuliion  the  dsuRhicr  i 
must  have  wrought  il 
has  passed  since  he  < 
house  at  midnight,  wi 

U  Rothsay's  hearl  cm 
he  could  schieve  sue! 
inft  both  bis  succesiii 
Douglas  and  March  a 
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bushy  red  hsir  and  abany  beard>  which  had  hitherto 
been  concealeil  by  the  droopinft  liraachea  and  iwiai- 

When  be  saw  bimselr  discovered,  ibe  HlRhlsn 


hange;  for. 
breaking  in 


Sle^U 


ily  that 


k,  assailed  by  the 
me,  for  what  ihev 

thoir  houses?  Oh!  fattier  t-'loment  where  was 
your  principle,  where  your  prudence,  when  they  suf- 
Rred  you  to  be  bcnildcrod  by  so  Bttange  a  dream, 
and  placed  the  mesncsl  of  your  diaciplca  in  the  rif;hl 

ThroldTan's  ™  filled  with  tears,  as  Calhsrin^ 
visibly  and  painfully  affi-clcd  by  what  she  had  snid, 
bspnme  ai  length  silent, 

"  By  the  mouths  of  babes  and  sucklings,"  I'c  aiiidi 
"hatn  He  rebuked  those  who  would  seem  wise  in 
■      .    I  thank  Heaven,  that  bath  taillht 


through  ihe  m 

harshly.  siniHaling  for  temporal  poi 
all  the  while  the  lanraiage  of  teligioi 

thee,  dauahlei,  for       ■  — ' -  ' 

■hank   Heaven  tha 
ihose  of 


pine, 


n.  clothed 
,der  which! 


.., -,--.^^..  uacovErau,  me  fiiKniBuoer, 

he  proved,  atepped  forth  from  bis  luTkiat- 
J  ...II r       :ird.  Aaplayed  scolossaipet- 

'kTof  ^B  hide*  His^b!,* 

'i-d  lucks,  iike  Ihe  elibts  of 
r  ihp  head,  and  supplied  all 
Hie  Lfcli  bore  a  sword  aad 
nc  nnu  in  pis  hand  a  Danish  pols-aie, 
lly  railed  a  Lochabcr  axe.  Through  the 
portal  advanced,  one  by  one,  four  nieii 
inilar  aiic,  and  drcpsed  and  armed  in  the 


nuch  nt 


imed  to  the  s 


ision.  She  saw  with  tolerable  composure  these  gi- 
intic  forms  srrange  Ibentselvea  m  a  semicircla 
ound  and  in  front  of  the  Monk  and  hersclr  all  bend- 
g  upon  them  in  silence  Iheir  large  fixed  eyes,  Bl- 
essing, as  far  as  she  could  judge,  o  wild  adiuintian 
her  beauty.  She  inclined  her  head  lo  them,  and 
lered  ininetfecily  theunial  words  of  a  highland  sa- 
tation. .  The  elder  and  leader  of  the  party  returned 

inlesB.  TIic  monk  lold  his  beads }  and  even  Csths- 
le  began  to  have  strange  fears  for  her  persons} 
fell-,  onii  anxiety  to  know  whelher  they  were  to 
insider  ibemaelves  el  personal  freedom.  She  re- 
lived 10  moke  the  experimenl,  and  mored  fbrwiid 
I  if  10  descend  the  hill  (  but  when  aha  aliempied  to 
IBS  ihelineof  Higlilandera,  they  eztenilsltliacpoit- 
tes  bciwixl  each  other  an  as  tifiectaally  to  oecupr 
rh  opening  through  which  aha  could  hsve  paieeiL 
Soniewhnt  disconcerted,  yet  not  dismiyed,  far  sbr 
niM  nni  cnnivivoihiii  i,ny  evil  Was iniended,  ^sK 
cattered  frnginenls  of  rock, 


ba^Je'llien 


lonk,  standing  by  her 


sclfi  for  whether  I  be  brained  w 


'mned  to  the  slauRhlcT.  or  whether  I  am  boniid 

■'■""  ' ingSi  and  delivered  over  to  thoai 

life  with  mora  cruel  ceranony.  it 
cm  nie,  if  ihey  auficr  lbee,deanBl 


with  tiieir  hoi 
who  will  take 
can  but  little  ci 
daiishlei 


t:: 


Feplkil  the  Maiden  ef 


tffla! 


It  by  thy  li 


Caiherinc  had  raixil 


0.  largo  eyes  wei 

-.  e  started,  an 
objcel  to.  her  ( 


XT 

Penh,  "any  cau _,.,. ._ _. 

t'omcB  Conachar,  lo  SEKure  usof  it."^ 

Vet  OS  Rhe  spoke,  she  a]  most  doubted  her  own  eytf; 
so  altered  were  the  manner  and  atdre  of  the  baad- 
some,  stalely,  and  almost  splendidly  dressed  yoBl^ 
who,  sprineinglikeii  roebuck,  fro  ni  a  clifTofconsidcfi- 
blc  height,  ligntt^  Justin  front  of  her.    Hiadntewis 
of  the  same  tnnan  worn  by  those  who  had  Srai  insda 
llieir  appearance,  but  closed  ot  ilie  throat  and  elbows 
with  a  necklace  and  nrmleta  of  gold.     The  haubeik 
whlrh  he  wore  over  liin  pcraon.  wo*  of  steel,  but  so 
clearly  burnished,  that  it  ahone  like  silver.    Uisantia 
were  profusely  ornamented,  and  hi*  bonnet.  besidN 
ihe  eagle's  feather  marking  the  qusliiy  of  chief,  wai 
adorned,  with  a  chain  ofgold,  ^Topt  severnl  linm 
around  it,  and  secured  by  ■  ior;;e  cliap,  gtistaning 
wiih  peari".     His  brooch,  by  which  the  isnanmsa- 
'le,  or  plaid,  as  ii  is  now  colled,  wua  secured  oa  tba 
shoulder,  wasalsoof  ftold,  large  and  curioualyeaivfd. 
He  bore  no  wpnpon  in'  his  hsnd,  excepting  a  (mall 
ciiuns  10  seea  ini  ■upriii.i,  unu    sapling  stick,  with  a  hooked  head.     His  whole  sp- 
''"",  pf  communication,  con-    pi-arance  and  gait,  whicli  used  formerly  to  denots  a 
lotted  like  the  immense  snakes    sultan  feeling  of  conscioua  degradation,  wsa  iio» 
[ago.    AaCalhannc'alook  M    bold,  forward,  andhaunhiy  ;  and  hestood  beroiaCa- 
npticalion  of  knotty  hrandiH   thanne  with  smiling  con fidoncn,  osif  fully  conadoM 
10  was  anddenl*  ""<id^  "laj    of  nia  improved   aopearanco,  and  waiting  till  wbt 


10  reply,  and  hid  the 

ftiriad,  when  her  eyes  were  arrested  by  an  object 
close  at  hand.  Among  the  crags  and  clilla  which 
surrounded  this  place  of  Becliision,  there  were  Iwa 
which  stood  in  Buch  close  contiguity,  liiat  iheysecin- 
ed  to  have  been  [loriions  of  the  same  rock,  which. 
Tended  by  lightning  or  by  sn  carlhquake,  now  exhi- 
bited n  chasm  of  about  tour  feet  in  breadth,  betwixt 
the  masses  of  stone.  Into  this  chaam  ati  oak-tree 
had  thrust  itself,  in  one  of  tbe  ianiOBiic  frolics  which 
vegetation  often  exhibiis  in  sunli  situations.  The  tree, 
stunted  and  ill-fed,  had  sent  its  roots  along  the  face 
of  the  rock  in  all  directions  to  seek  for  Bupiilics,  and 


nai  in  ambush. 
II  spesKing,  pointed  out  the 
n,  and  looking  heraclf  with 
nild  at  lengili  trace  out  the 


fixed  and    should  recognise  him 


"Conachar,"  aaid  Catharine,  desirous  lo  biaak  this 


in  rr^rd  lo  the  wraaat 


■  ■nwiiTHirt.  >nd  tbfl  TBagsanee  which  they  dc- 
.  I  un  lui  Esehln  Miclin,  ton  lo  iha  Chitf 
C[m  Quhsle.  I  have  maulisd  tnj  Teithm,  u 
C  wbea  I  diuigcd  my  nims.     And  for  Ihew- 

faallF 


THE  FAIR  HAID  OF  PERTH. 

fiiher  in  hidea,  but  I  will  nol  rul  Ihi 


"Myrwher  __    _  _ 

«ping,  Connchnr— Imcan,  Hecior.- 
" r,  for  ihere  ia  feud  t> 


Vou  wee  only  one  half  of  Ih«ni  coijectid j  they  farn'  I  plo  nnd  [he  followers  of  the  noblemen,  and  ilieto  ia 
iband  conaiaiinc  of  mr  fbturfaiher  sndeiehi  aoni.     apeceh  of  war  aboul  lo  Ureali  oui  in  the  Highlandi." 


my  body-purd, 

tid^  irbo  bruihcbullodoinywill.  But  Co na char,' 
haiddad,  in  ■  (after  tone  at  yoice,  "Uvea  afnin  ac 
nan  u  Catharine  deaim  to  ass  him  i  and  while  ht 
uthe  roung  Chief  of  the  Ctan  (^uhela  to  all  oihera, 
kii*  to  her  aa  hnmble  and  ab«dient  as  whrai  lie  wag 
SiraoQ  Glorer'a  apprentice.  See,  here  ia  the  alick  I 
bad  from  TOD  when  we  nutted  UKether  in  Ibe  sunny 
Ivpa  of  Ladnoch,  when  Anlumn  waa  young  in  [he 
Mflbal  iiitonc.  I  voi^ld  noteicbanfteit.  Cathatine, 
D>  iht  tnmcheon  of  my  tiibe." 
WUaEachin  tbuswolu,  Catharine  besan  to  doubt 


care  gave  hii 
IS  body  of  DC 


!r  alie  had  acted  prudently 
NBUtioKlhe  ■aaialBDce  of  a  bold  young  ">«"  •! 
MO,  diM|blleaa,  by  his  audden  elevation  from 
of  tRvuiidi^  to  one  which  she  was  aware 
etMuivc  authority  over  a  very  ' 

"You  do  not  lear  me,  fair  Calharinr?"  said  the     me  nitend  you  ihtthrr 

noig  Chief  lakinghar  band.     "I  aulTered  mypec"'-        "  "    " 

IsaMBrbeifore  me  for  a  law  minsteB,  thai  I  mi^..  ,._. 
■t  BOv  you  could  andun  their  preaence;  and  me-  ptnk 
llnklToa  raRBrdtd  ibem  as  if  you  were  bom  tube  a  ''*'- 
cUtain'a  win." 

"Ihave  no  reaaoD  lo  fear  wrong  from  Hijihland- 
n«" aaid  Catharine, flrmly ;  "eapeciallyasi  ihoughi 


otfyourHichlnndviail,  i 


illfighi 


ivided  ii. 


rqual,  not  as  a  auperior.     Pray  thai  ths 
full  to  Moclon,  my  pious  Si,  Catharine, 
It  pray  for  one  who  lovea  thee  doarly." 
ray  for  the  right,"  said  Catharine;  "of 
I  pray  that  there  be  peace  on  ali  aides. — 
- — .  ...nd  and  c^cellirt  Father  Clement  i  be- 
lieve 1  aball  never  forget  thy  leasonB— remember  me 
in  thy  prayers,— But  Itow  w  Ji  ihou  be  able  to  suBlaiil 
a  journey  so  toilsome?" 
"They  aboil  carry  him  if  need  be,"  said  Hector, 


la  far  from  henei 


0  Perth.     Let 


d  braochee  and  brsceleii 


evcim,  and  eaten  of  our  bread:  and  my  faiher  has 
oAm  had  traffic  with  Hieblanderm.  and  never  woa 
thse  wrons  or  quarrel  belvixl  him  and  ihem." 

"Xo,"  replied  Hector,  for  auch  ia  the  Saion  cqui- 
trierl  ftjr  Eacfain,  "  what !  never  when  he  took  the 
part  of  tha  Qow  Chrom,"  (the  bandy  letieed  fltnilh,) 
'acainst  Faehio  Maclan  1— Say  nothing  to  excuse 
it  and  believe  it  will  be  your  own  fault  tflevrrngBin 
allade  toil.  But  you  hadaomecommandtolayupon 
:iie— neak,  and  you  shall  be  obevad," 

Catharine  haaiened  to  reply i  fbr  there  was  somc- 
tliliw  in  the  yuung  ChieTs  manner  and  language, 
*kieh  made  her  desire  to  ahorten  the  interview. 

"  Eachin,"  ahe  said,  "  since  Conachar  ia  no  longer 
Tim  name,  you  ought  to  ba  aensible  thai  in  claimingi 
SI  I  honeiily  might,  ■  service  from  my  equal,  I  tittle 
thought  that  I  waa  addressing  a  peraon  of  such  aupc- 
tiurpower  and  conaeqiiencc.  You,  as  well  aa  I,  hove 
Wen  obtifteil  to  the  religious  inatruciion  of  ihia  pood 
laafi.  He  ia  nowin  grealdaugerj  wicked  men  have 
uai<cd  him  with  false  chanea,  and  he  is  desirous  to 
Traaifl  in  aafely  and  concealment  till  the  storm  shall 

"  Ha  I  ihe  good  Clerk  Clement  1  Ay,  the  worthy 
dak  did  mnoh  for  mo,  and  more  than  my  runed 
knper  was  capable  to  profit  bv.  I  will  bs  glad  lo 
ate  any  one  in  the  town  of  Penh  persecute  one  who 
bth  taken  hohl  of  Hnclan'a  mantle  I" 

"It  may  nol  be  aafo  to  trust  loo  much  to  Ihal," 
nid Catharine.  "I  nothing douht  thepowerofyour 
tnbc,  bat  when  the  Black  Douglas  takes  up  n  fend, 
b  is  not  lo  be  scared  by  the  shaking  of  a  HiKhland 

His  RiiriilaiideT  disguised  his  displeasure  at  (his 
ipcaeh  with  *  breed  laugh. 

"The  sparrow,"  be  snid,  thsl  is  neii  the  rye, 
■emflargeTlhan  the  eagle  that  ia  perched  onBengoilo. 


FMrilous  cotnpeny,  when  the  Ltddeadole  and  .Annan- 
dale  lencera  are  riding  as  ibroag  upon  the  higbtvajr 
IB  the  leaves  m  Hallon-maas;  and  there  is  no  safe 

lug  bet  will  Highland  tartans  and  BtccI  jackets." 

le  haianled  this  remark,  aa  ahe  somewhal  aoB- 


cinily  of  the  city  would  be  likely  lo  expoae  him. 
lenrcd  that  she  judged  correctly:  fbr,  after  a 
ell,  in  which  she  compounded  Ibr  the  immonily 
r  lips,  by  permitting  him  to  kia*  h«  bartd,  ^a 

leil  towBiils  Path,  and  could  obtain  at  linwa, 

when  rlin  looked  hack,  an  occasional  glance  of  the 

indcn^  as.  winding  til  tour'"' '-■■ 

_ ipraciicnblB  paths,  they  be 

She  felt  in  pan  relieved  from  her  immediate  nnn'ely, 
as  tlic  distance  increaaul  betwixt  her  and  these  men, 
whose  ncliona  were  only  itimstol  by  the  will  of  their 
Ehiuf,  anil  wlioiir  chief  was  n  inddy  and  impetuous 

boy.     She  r '  - '- '  "  —^-    -   ' - 

Perth,  froi 


and  foi 


bcli™ 

fliiiX"iiH"i'i«"wortiin'i»i"on'ihn  banks  of'iheTny. 
lal  this  good  Clerk  shall  see  hdla  that  could  bidehim 
wna  all  the  Dongluses  on  hit  quest— ay,  and  he 
•■till  set  man  nnough  also,  to  moke  them  glad  lo  gel 
one*  maiv  south  ward  of  the  Orampisns.—.^nu  where- 
fet  tiioaM  yau  not  go  with  the  good  man  I  I  wilt 
Mild  •  parly  lu  bnng  him  in  aatelr  tram  Perth,  and 
«!-  will  set  un  the  old  trade  beyond  Loch  Tay — only 
m  m:m  ratlin:;  out  of  gloves  for  me.    I  nill  find 


..  as  n  ^dy 

apprehended  no  insult  oi 
II  tlteruldieryof  itr 


IS  of 


jfnnvpi 
hivalry  ; 


'ofde?, 


knowledgcd  as  friendly  hy  tti 


e  pursuit  of  the  liccniiims  Prince 
inidahle  by  threats  which  his  unpri 
br,  Kamorny,  hsd  not  shunned  to 
'  father,  if  she  peraevercd  in  her  co; 

-e  dpep  grounds  for  alarm;  nor  roul 

TCP  repressed  during  li 


aeas.    ^e* 


isider 


.... ,.,™boVdly7nB"!™  fraiighl  with 

nines  there  had  been  repeated  incursions  of  the 

hiandera  into  the  very  town  of  Perth,  and  eiiizena 

,  on  more  occasions  than  one,  been  mode  prison- 
and  carried  ofT  from  their  own  house?,  or  had 

■n  hy  the  claymore  in  the  very  »t ■■-'----  --— 


mwiirlhy  reports  had 
listen  IQ,  while  Rnmoi 


falher'a  t 


in  behalf  of 


herself,  by 


CHBONIGLES  OF  THE  CANONOATE. 


(CkA»»3CT. 


In  the  eoane  of  tlieie  rdlactioiM»  we  caimot  — 
cover  that  she  very  dwtinetly  raRretiad  that  her  perils 
attended  her  becaiue  she  was  the  F\Ur  MM  qf 
Perth ;  tbia  was  one  point  which  mizked  that  she 
wa4  not  yet  altogether  an  angel ;  andperhaps  it  waa 
another,  that,  in  despite  of  Henry  Smith's  real  or 
aiippowd  delinquencies,  a  sigh  escaped  from  her  bo- 
som, when  she  thought  upon  St  Valentine's  dawn. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

O  for  ft  draufht  of  power  to  ftlMp 

Tta«  MOl  of  acoo jr  io  sioep !      Bsarai. 

Wb  haye  shown  the  secrete  of  the  confisssional ; 
those  of  the  sick  chamber  are  not  hidden  from  us.  In 
a  darkened  apartment,  where  salves  and  medicines 
aho«  dd  that  the  leech  had  been  busy  in  hia  craft,  a 
tall  thin  form  lay  on  a  bed,  arrayed  m  a  nightgown 
belted  around  him,  with  pain  on  his  brow,  and  a 
thouaand  stormy  passions  agitating  his  bosom. 
Every  thing  io  the  apartment  indicated  a  man  of 
opulence  and  of  expense.  Henbane  Dwining,  the 
apothecary,  who  seemed  to  have  the  care  of  the  pa- 
tient, stole  with  a  cnafty  and  cat-like  atep  from  one 
corner  of  the  room  to  another,  busying  himself  with 
mixing  medidnea  and  preparing  dressings.  The  sick 
man  groaned  once  or  twice,  on  which  The  leech,  ad- 
vancing to  hia  bedside,  asked  whether  these  sounds 
were  a  token  of  the  pain  of  his  body,  or  of  the  distress 
of  h^  mind. 

**  Of  both,  thou  poisoning  varlet,"  said  Sir  John 
Ramomy ;  and  ot  being  encumbered  with  thy  ac- 
cursed coropanv." 

"If  that  is  all,  I  can  relieve  your  knighthood  of  one 
of  these  ills,  by  presently  removing  my  self  elsewhere. 
Thanks  to  the  feuds  of  this  boisterous  time,  had  I 
twenty  hands,  instead  of  these  two  poor  servants  of 
iny  art,  (displa>ing  his  skinny  palmSj )  there  is  enough 
oi  employment  for  them ;  well  requited  employment, 
too,  where  thanks  and  crowns  contend  wnicn  shall 
best  pay  my  services;  while  you,  Sir  John,  wreak 
VEpon  your  chirurgeon  the  anger  you  ought  only  to 
bear  against  the  author  of  your  wound." 

*\  Villain,  it  is  beneath  me  to  reply  to  thee,"  said  the 
patient;  "but  every  wofd  of  thy  malignant  tonfnieis 
a  dirk,  mflicting  wounds  which  set  all  the  medicines 
of  Arabia  at  denance." 

"  Sir  John,  I  understand  you  not ;  but  if  you  give 
way  to  these  tempestuous  fits  of  rage,  it  ia  impossible 
but  fever  and  inflammation  must  be  the  result." 

"  Wliy  then  dost  thou  speak  in  a  sense  to  chafe  my 
blood  1  Wh  V  dost  thou  name  the  supposition  of  thy 
worthless  self  having  more  hands  than  nature  gave 
thee,  whilu  I,  a  knight  and  gentleman,  am  mutilated 
like  a  cripple  1" 

" Sir  John,"  replied  the  chirurgeon^  "I  am  no  di- 
vine, nor  a  mainly  obstinate  believer  in  some  things 
which  divines  tell  ua  Yet  I  may  remind  you  that  you 
have  been  kindljr  dealt  With :  for  if  the  blow  which  has 
done  you  this  injury  had  lighted  on  your  neck,  as  it 
was  aimed^  it  would  have  swept  your  head  from  your 
ahoulders,  instead  of  amputating  a  leas  considerable 
member." 

"  1  wish  it  had,  Dwining— I  wish  it  had  hghted  as  it 
was  addressed.  I  should  not  then  have  seen  a  poli- 
cy, which  had  spun  a  web  so  fine  as  mine,  burst 
through  by  the  brute  force  of  a  drunken  churl.  I 
should  not  have  been  reeenred  to  see  horses  which  I 
must  not  niountT-lista  which  I  must  no  longer  enter 
— splendours  which  I  cannot  hope  to  share — or  bat- 
tlea  which  I  must  not  take  part  in.  I  should  not,  with 
a  man's  passions  for  power  and  for  strife,  be  set  to 
keep  place  among  the  women,  deapifurd  by  them,  too, 
as  a  miserable  impotent  cripple,  unable  to  aim  at  ob- 
taining the  favour  of  the  sex." 

']  Supposing  all  this  to  be  so.  I  will  yet  prav  of  your 
knighthood  to  remark,"  repliea  Dwining,  still  busying 
hunself  with  arranging  the  dressings  of  the  wounds, 

that  your  eyes,  wTiico  vou  must  have  lost  with  your 
head,  mav,  being  q>areu  to  you^  present  as  rich  a  pro- 
spect of  pleasure  as  either  ambition,  or  victory  in  the 
bats  or  ui  the  field,  or  the  love  of  woman  itself,  could 
have  proposed  to  you." 


it< 


'  Mf  asnw  is  loo  dnil  to  eatdi  thy 

repliea  Ramomy.    *'  What  is  this  preckma 
reserved  to  me  m  sack  a  sbipwreck?" 

"The  dearest  that  mankind  knowa,"  replied 
ning ;  and  then,  in  the  accent  of  a  lover  who  nttcn 
the  name  of  bis  beloved  miatreaa,  and  eatpre— ts  Ins 
passion  for  her  in  the  very  tone  of  hia  voice,  he  added 
the  word  "  Ravaivoa !" 

The  patient  had  raised  himself  on  hia  eouch  to  list- 
en with  some  anxiety  for  the  8olutk>n  of  tiie  phya- 
cian's  enigma.  He  laid  himself  down  again  as  he 
heard  it  explained,  and  alter  a  short  pause,  asked,  "!■ 
what  Christian  college  learned  you  tnia  moraiicy,  food 
Master  Dwining?" 

"  In  no  Chriatian  cotteos,"  anawerad  hia  physidan  \ 
"  for  though  it  ia  privately  received  in  moat,  it }»  opcB- 
ly  and  manfully  adopted  in  none.  But  I  have  aiuibed 
amons  the  sages  of  Granada,  where  the  fiery -eorled 
Moor  lifts  high  hia  deadly  dagger  aa  it  drapa  with  his 
enemy's  blood,  and  avows  thedocthne  which  the  pal- 
lid Christian  practises,  though,  oowaid>Iikc^  heoeia 
not  name  it." 

"Thou  art  then  a  more  high-sonled  villaiD  than  I 
deemed  thee,"  said  Ramomv. 

"  Let  that  pass,"  anaweneu  Dwining.  "  The  watsa 
that  are  the  stillest,  are  also  the  deepnt ;  and  the  fos 
is  most  to  be  dreaded  who  never  thieatena  till  be 
strikes.  You  knighta  and  men-at-anns  go  atnight 
to  your  purpose  with  sword  hi  hand.  We^  who  ate 
clerks,  win  our  sccess  with  a  noiseleaa  step  and  an 
indirect  approach,  but  attain  onr  object  not  Wsaaait^ 
ly." 

"And  I,"  said  the  knight,  "who  have  trod  to  ny 
revenge  with  a  mailed  foot,  which  made  all  achs 
around  it,  must  now  use  such  aalipper  ma  thinst 
Ha !"  ^^ 

"  He  who  lacks  strength,"  said  the  wily  medidMi; 
"  must  attain  his  purpose  by  skill." 

"  And  tdl  me  sincerely,  mediciner,  wherefore  thoa 
wouldst  read  me  these  devil's  lessons  1  Why  wooldal 
thou  thrust  me  faster  or  farther  on  to  my  veofpeaae^ 
than  I  may  seem  to  thee  ready  to  go  of  my  own  s^ 
cord  ?  I  am  old  in  the  ways  of  the  world,  man ;  and 
I  know  that  such  as  thou  do  not  drop  word*  an  vain, 
or  thrust  themselves  upon  the  dangerons  oonfidcoos 
of  men  !ike  me,  save  with  the  proe|)ect  of  advancing 
some  purpose  of  their  own.  What  interest  hast  thoa 
in  the  road,  whether  peaoefol  or  bloody,  which  I  may 
pursue  on  these  occurrents  ?" 

"  In  plain  dealing.  Sir  Knight,  though  it  ie  what  I 
seldom  use,"  answered  the  leech,  "  my  road  to  revcngs 
is  the  same  with  yours." 

*'  With  mine,  man  ?"  said  Ramomv,  with  a  tooecf 
scornful  surprise.  "  I  thought  it  had  beoi  high  be- 
yond thy  reach.  Thou  aim  at  the  same  revenge  with 
Ramomy  1" 

"  Ay,  truly,"  replied  Dwining ;  "  for  the  atnithy  churl 
under  whose  blow  you  have  aufiered,  haa  often  dona 
me  despite  and  injury.  He  has  thwarted  roe  in  coon- 
cil,  and  despised  me  in  action.  His  bratal  and  unhe- 
sitating bluntness  is  a  living  reproach  to  the  sabtle> 
ty  of  my  natural  disposition.  I  fear  him,  and  I  hate 
him." 

"  And  you  hope  to  find  an  active  coadjutor  in  me?" 
said  Ramomy,  in  the  same  supercilwua  tone  as  be> 
fore.  "  But  know,  the  artisan  fellow  ia  too  low  in  de- 
gree, to  be  to  me  either  the  object  of  hstred  or  of  fear. 
Vet  he  shall  not  escape.  We  nate  not  the  reptile  thai 
has  stung  us,  though  we  miaht  shake  it  oflf  the  wound, 
and  tread  upon  it.  I  know  the  raffian  of  old  as  a  stout 
man-at-arms,  and  a  pretender,  aal  have  heerd,  to  the 
favour  of  the  scornful  puppet,  whose  beauties,  for- 
sooth, fpurred  us  to  our  wise  and  hopeftil  attempt 
—Fiends,  that  direct  this  nether  world :  by  wfast  ma- 
lice have  ye  decided  that  the  hand  which  basoooched 
a  Iniioe  against  the  bosom  of  a  prince^  should  be  struck 
off  like  a  sapling,  by  the  blow  of  a  churl,  and  during 
the  turmoil  of  a  midnight  riot !— Well,  mediciner.  thus 
far  our  courses  hold  together,  and  I  bid  thee  well  be- 
lieve that  I  will  crush  tor  thee  this  reptile  mechanic 
But  do  not  thou  think  to  escape  me,  when  that  part 
of  my  revenge  is  done,  which  will  be  moat  easily  and 
speedily  accompliahed :" 

"Not,  it  may  be,  altogether  so  eaaily  accompUsh- 
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fld."  nid.  the  apotheearri  "for  if  yoxa  knighthood 
wul  credit  me,  there  will  be  fouad  email  eaae  or  se- 
curity in  dealing  with  him.  Me  ia  the  strongest, 
boldest,  and  most  skilful  swordsman  in  Perth,  and 
sll  the  country  around  it." 

"Fear  nothing;  he  shall  be  met  with  had  he  the 
strength  of  Sampson.  But  then,  mark  me  I  Hope 
not  thou  to  escape  my  vengeance,  unless  thou  be- 
come my  passive  agent  in  the  scene  which  is  to  fol- 
low. Mark  me,  I  say  once  more.  I  have  studied  at 
no  Moorish  college,  and  lack  some  of  thy  unbounded 
appetite  for  revenge,  but  yet  I  will  have  my  share  of  ven- 
nance.— Listen  to  m&  mediciner,  while  I  shall  thus 
hi  unfold  myself;  but  beware  of  treachery,  for  power- 
fol  as  thy  fiend  is,  thou  hast  taken  lessons  from  a 
mftner  devil  than  mine.  Hearken — the  master 
whom  I  have  served  through  vice  and  virtue,  with 
too  much  xeal  for  my  own  character  perhaps,  but 
with  unshaken  fidelity  to  him— the  very  man,  to 
notbe  whose,  frantic  folly  1  have  incurred  this  irre- 
parable lose^  is,  at  the  prayer  of  his  doatin^  father, 
about  to  sacrifice  m&  by  turning  me  out  of  his  favour, 
and  leainng  me  at  the  mercy  of  the  hypocritical  re- 
lative, with  whom  he  seeks  a  precarious  reconciliation 
at  my  expense.  If  he  perseveres  in  this  most  un- 
gntenil  purpose,  thy  fiercest  Moors,  were  their  oom- 
plezioD  swarthy  as  the  smoke  of  hell,  shall  blush  to 
aee  their  revenge  outdone !  But  I  will  give  him  one 
more  chance  for  honour  and  safety,  before  my  wrath 
shall  descend  on  him  in  unrelenting  and  unmitigated 
fory.—There  then,  thus  far  thou  hast  mv  confidence 
—Close  hands  on  our  bargain — close  hands  did  I 
aay  7~where  is  the  hand  that  should  be  the  pledgee 
aad  representative  of  Ramorny'spUghted  word  1  is  it 
nailed  on  the  public  pillory,  or  flung  as  ofial  to  the 
houseless  dogs,  who  are  even  now  snarling  over  it? 
Lay  thy  finger  on  the  mutilated  stump  then,  and 
awear  to  be  a  faithful  actor  in  my  revense,  as  I  shall 
be  in  yours.— How  now.  Sir  Leech,  look  you  pale— 
you,  who  say  to  Death,  stand  back  or  advance,  can 
7ou  tremble  to  think  ot  him  or  to  hear  him  named  7 
I  have  not  mentioned  your  fee,  for  one  who  loves  re- 
Jtagfi  for  itaelil  requires  no  deeper  bribe— yet,  if  broad 
laudii  and  large  sums  of  gold  can  increase  thy  zeal  in 
a  brave  cauae,  beUeve  me,  these  shall  not  be  lack- 
ing." 

.  Thejr  tell  for  something  in  my  humble  wishes," 
said  Dwming ;  "  the  poor  man  in  this  bustling  world 
is  thrust  down  like  a  dwarf  in  a  crowd,  and  so 
trodden  under  foot— the  rich  and  powerful  rise  like 
giants,  above  the  press,  and  are  at  ease,  while  all  is 
torrcoil  around  thi>m.'* 

"Then  shah  thou  arise  above  the  press,  mediciner, 
u  high  as  gold  can  raise  thee.  This  purse  is  weighty, 
ret  h  IS  but  an  earnest  of  thy  guerdon." 

"And  this  Smith  7  my  noble  benefactor**— said  the 
leech,  as  he  pouched  the  gratuity—"  This  Henry  of 
the  Wynd,  or  whatever  is  nis  name— would  not  the 
news  that  he  hath  paid  the  penalty  of  his  action,  as- 
auage  the  pain  of  thy  knighthood's  wound  better  than 
the  balm  of  Mecca  with  which  I  have  salved  it  1" 

"He  is  beneath  the  thoughts  of  Ramorny:  and  I 
bate  no  more  resentment  against  him  than  I  have 
u-wUl  at  the  senseless  weapon  which  he  swayed. 
But  it  is  just  thy  hate  should  be  vented  upon  him. 
Where  is  tie  chiefly  to  be  met  with  7" 

That  also  I  have  considered,"  said  Dwining.  "  To 
make  the  attempt  by  day  in  his  own  house,  were  too 
open  and  dan^^erous,  for  he  hath  five  servants  who 
work  with  him  at  the  stithy,  four  of  them  strong 
knaves,  and  all  loving  to  their  master.  By  night 
were  scarce  less  desperat^  for  he  hath  his  doore 
strongly  secured  with  bolt  ofoak  and  bar  of  iron,  and 
ere  the  fastenings  of  his  house  could  be  forced,  the 
neighbourhood  would  rise  to  his  rescue,  eajpecially  as 
they  are  still  alarmed  by  the  practice  on  St  Valen- 
tine's Even." 

"0  ay,  true,  mediciner,"  said  Ramorny,  "for  de- 
ceu  is  ihy  nature  even  with  me — thou  knewest  my 
hand  and  signet,  as  thou  soidst,  when  thathond  was 
found  cast  out  on  the  street,  like  the  disgusting  ref- 
use of  a  shambles,— whv,  having  such  knowledge, 
weniest  thou  with  these  jolter-headed  dtisens  to  con- 
nut  that  Patrick  Charteiis,  whose  spun  should  be 


hacked  off  tnm  his  heels  for  the  commtmion  which 
he  holds  with  paltry  burghers,  and  whom  thou 
brought' St  here  with  the  fools  to  do  dishonour  to  the 
lifeless  hand,  which,  had  it  held  its  wonted  place,  he 
was  not  worthy  to  have  touched  in  peace,  or  faced  in 
war?" 

"  My  noble  patron,  as  soon  as  I  had  reason  to 
know  you  had  been  the  suflerer,  I  urged  them  with 
all  my  powers  of  persuasion  to  desist  from  prosecu- 
tmg  the  feud,  but  the  swaggering  Smith,  and  one  or 
two  other  hot  heads,  cried  out  for  vengeance.  Yonr 
knighthood  must  know  this  fellow  calls  himself 
bachelor  to  the  Fair  Maiden  of  Perth,  and  stands  up- 
on his  honour  to  follow  up  her  father's  quarrel :  but 
I  have  forestalled  his  market  in  that  quarter,  and  that 
is  something  in  earnest  of  revenge." 

"How  mean  you  by  that,  Su- Leech 7"  said  the 
patient. 
, "  Your  knighthood  shall  conceive,"  said  the  medi- 
ciner, *  that  this  Smith  doth  not  live  within  compass^ 
but  IS  an  outlier  and  a  galliard.  I  met  him  myself  on 
bt.  Vslenune's  day,  shortly  after  the  affray  between 
the  townsfolk  and  the  foUowere  of  Douglas.  Yes,  I 
met  him  sneaking  through  the  lanes,  and  by-passages 
with  a  common  minstrel  wench,  with  her  mesaan 
and  her  viol  on  his  one  arm,  and  her  buxom  self  hang- 
ing upon  the  other.  What  thinks  y;our  honour?  Is 
not  this  a  trim  souire.  to  cross  a  prince's  love  with 
the  fairest  girl  in  Perth,  strike  of  the  hand  of  a  knight 
and  baron,  and  become  gentleman-usher  to  a  stroll- 
ing glee-woman,  all  in  the  course  of  the  same  four- 
and-twenty  hours  7" 

"  Marry,  I  think  the  better  of  him  that  be  is  so 
much  of  a  gentleman's  humour,  clown  though  ha 
be,"  said  Ramorny.  *'  I  would  he  had  been  a  pre- 
cisian instead  of  a  galliard,  and  I  should  have  bad 
better  heart  to  aid  thy  revenge;— and  such  revenge  I 
revenge  on  a  smith— in  the  quarrel  of  a  pitiful  manu- 
facturer of  rotten  cheverons  1  Pah !— And  yet  it  shall 
be  taken  in  full.  Thou  hast  commenced  it,  I  warrant 
m&  by  thine  own  manoeuvres." 

'  In  a  small  degree  only"— said  the  apothecary  i 
— "  I  took  care  that  iwo  or  three  of  the  most  notori- 
ous gossips  in  Curfew  Street,  who  liked  not  to  hear 
Catharine  cnlled  the  Fair  Mojd  of  Perth  should  be 
possessed  of  this  story  of  her  faithful  Valentine. 
They  opened  on  the  scent  so  keenly,  that,  rather  than 
doubt  had  fallen  on  the  tale,  they  would  have  vouched 
for  it  as  if  their  own  eyes  had  seen  it.  The  lover 
came  to  her  father's  within  an  hour  after,  and  your 
worship  may  think  what  a  reception  he  had  from  the 
angry  Glover,  for  the  damsel  herself  would  not  be 
looked  upon.  And  thus  your  honour  sees  I  had  a 
foretaste  of  revenge.  But  I  trust  to  receive  the  fiill 
draught  from  the  hands  of  your  lordship,  with  whom 
I  am  in  a  brotherly  league,  which" 

"  Brotherly  I"   said  the  Knight,  contemptuously. 

But  be  It  so,  the  priests  say  we  are  all  of  one  com- 
mon earth.  I  cannot  tell— th^e  seems  to  mo  some 
diflerence ;  but  the  better  mould  shall  keep  faith  with 
the  baser,  and  thou  shalt  have  thy  revenge^  Call 
thou  my  page  hither." 

A  young  man  made  his  appearance  from  the  ante> 
room  upon  the  physician's  snmmons. 

"Eviot,"  said  the  knight,  "does  Bon thron  wait  1 
and  is  he  sober  7" 

"He. is  as  sober  as  sleep  can  make  him  aAera 
dea>  dnnk,     answered  the  page. 

"^Then  fetch  him  hither,  anddo  thou  shut  the  door." 

A  heavy  st^  presently  approached  the  apartment, 
and  a  man  entered,  whose  deficiency  of  height  seem- 
ed made  up  in  breadth  of  shoulders  and  strength  of 
arm. 

"  There  is  a  man  thou  must  deal  upon,  Bonthron," 
said  the  knight. 

The  man  smoothed  his  rugged  foatures,  and  grin- 
ned a  smile  of  satisfaction. 

"  That  mediciner  will  show  thee  the  party.  Take 
such  advantage  of  time,  place,  and  circumstance,  as 
will  ensure  the  result ;  and  mind  you  come  not  bf 
the  worst,  for  the  man  is  the  fighting  Snuth  of  this 
Wynd."  ,    . 

'^It  will  be  a  toosh  job,"  growled  the  assassins 
"  for  if  I  miss  my  blow,  I  may  esisem  mysslf  bat  a 
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6md  man.    All  Perth  rings  with  the  Smith's  skill 
and  strength." 

"TsJLe  two  assistants  with  thee."  said  the  Knight. 

"Not  I/*  said  BonthroD.  "If  yon  double  any 
thing,  let  it  be  the  reward." 

'VAccount  it  doubled,"  said  his  master;  ** but  see 
thy  work  be  thoroogfaly  ezecated.** 

''Trust  me  for  that,  Sir  Knight— seMom  have  I 
friled." 

'*Use  this  sage  man's  directions,"  said  the  wounded 
knighL  pointing  to  the  physician.  "  And  bark  thee 
--await  his  coming  forth— and  drink  not  till  the  bu- 
sinsss  be  done." 

"I  will  not,"  answered  the  dark  satellite;  "my 
own  lifo  depends  on  my  blow  being  steady  and  sure. 
I  know  whom  I  have  to  deal  wiih.^* 

"Vanish,  then,  till  he  summons  you,  and  have  axe 
and  dagger  in  readiness."  , 

.Bontmon  nodded  and  withdrew. 

"  WUl  your  knighthood  venmre  to  intrust  such  an 
aet  to  a  amcle  hand  7"  said  the  medidner,  when  the 
assassin  had  left  the  room.  "  May  I  pray  you  to  re- 
member that  yonder  party  did,  two  nights  since,  bame 
mx  armed  men  7" 

**  Qnestbn  me  not,  Sir  Mediciner ;  a  man  like  Bon- 
thron,  who  knows  tune  and  place,  is  worth  a  score 
of  confosed  revellere.— Call  Eviot— thou  shalt  first 
exert  thy  powera  of  healmg,  and  do  not  doubt  that 
thou  shalt,  in  the  farther  work,  be  aided  by  one  who 
will  mau:h  thee  in  the  art  of  sudden  and  unexpected 
destruction." 

The  page  Eviot  a^un  appeared  at  the  mediciner's 
sommons,  and  atnis  master's  sign  assinted  the 
chiruigeon  in  removing  the  dressings  from  Sir  John 
Ramomy's  wounded  arm.  Dwinmf;  viewed  the 
naked  stump  with  a  species  of  professional  satisfac- 
tion, enhanced,  no  doubt,  by  the  malignant  pleasure 
which  his  evil  disposition  took  in  the  pain  and  dis- 
trsss  of  his  fellow-creatures.  The  knight  just  turned 
his  eye  on  the  ghastly  spectacle,  and  uttered,  under 
the  pressure  of  bodily  pam  or  mental  agony,  a  groan 
which  he  would  fain  have  repressed. 

"Tou  groan,  sir,"  said  the  leech,  in  his  soft  insinu- 
ating tone  of  voice,  but  with  a  sneer  of  enjoyment, 
mixed  with  scorn,  curiing  upon  his  lip,  which  his 
habimal  dissimulation  could  not  altogether  disguise— 
"You  groan— but  be  comforted.  This  Henry  Smith 
knows  bis  business— his  sword  is  as  true  to  its  aim 
as  his  hammer  to  the  anvil.  Had  a  common  swords- 
man struck  this  fiital  blow,  he  had  harmed  the  bone 
and  damaffM)  the  muscles,  so  that  even  niy  art  might 
not  havoMen  able  to  repair  them.  But  Henrv 
Smith's  cut  is  dean,  and  as  sure  as  that  with  which 
way  own  scah>el  could  have  made  the  amputation. 
In  a  few  days  you  will  be  able,  with  care  and  atten- 
tion to  the  ordmances  of  medicme.  to  stir  abroad." 

"  But  my  hand— the  loss  of  my  hand"— 

"It  may  be  kept  secret  for  a  tone,"  said  the  medi- 
dner ;  "  I  have  possessed  two  or  three  tattling  fools, 
in  deep  confk!enc«>.  that  the  hand  which  was  found 
was  that  of  your  kni^thood's  groom.  Black  duentin, 
and  your  knighthood  knows  that  he  has  parted  for 
FHAl  in  such  sort  as  to  make  it  generally  believed." 

'*  I  know  well  enough,"  said  Rarootny,  "  that  the 
romonr  may  stifle  the  truth  for  a  short  time.  But 
what  avails  this  brief  delsy  7"      ,    .  ,  , 

"It  may  be  concealed  tfll  yonr  knighthood  retires 
for  a  time  from  the  court,  and  then,  when  new  acci- 
dents hav«  darkened  the  recollection  of  the  preeeot 
sthr,  it  may  be  impnted  to  a  wound  rscdvsd  from  the 
shivering  of  a  spear,  or  from  a  crossbow  bolt.  Your 
slave  wul  find  a  suitable  device^  and  stand  for  the 
truth  of  it." 

"The  thoufl^t  maddens  me."  said  Ramom|^  with 
another  groan  of  mental  and  bodily  agony.  ^'^YeC  I 
sea  no  better  rsmedv." 

"  There  is  none  other,"  said  the  leech,  to  whoee  evil 
nature  hiepation'sdistresswasdeHdooe  nourishment 
"  In  the  meanwhile  it  is  believed  you  are  confined  by 
the  oonseqaences  of  some  bmisee,  aiding  the  sense  of 
displeasure  at  the  Prince's  having  oonssnted  to  dis- 
miss you  from  his  household,  at  the  remonstranes  of 
Albany;  which  is  publicly  known." 
"  Viuapi,  thon  radt'it  msi"  cxclained  the  patient 


"Upon  the  wholes  therefore,"  said  Dwininft  "ro __ 
knighthood  has  escaped  wdl,  and,  saving  the  Uek  of 
your  hand,  a  mischance  beyond  remedy,  vou  oeg^t 
rather  to  rejoice  than  complain :  for  no  bar6er-chbvr- 
geon  in  France  or  England  could  have  more  ably  i 
formed  the  operation  than  this  churl  with  one  aoy 
right  blow." 

^*  I  underatand  my  obligation  folly,"  said  Ramomy, 
strumling  with  his  anger^  and  aflecting  composore ; 
" andif  Bonthroh  pays  bun  not  with  a  blow  eq:anl!y 
downright,  and  rendering  the  aid  of  the  leech  iujie> 
cessary,  say  that  John  ofRamomy  cannot  i«iaite  an 
obligation." 

"That  is  spoke  like  yourself  noble  knight  T'  an- 
swered the  medidner.  And  let  me  forther  sav,  that 
the  operator's  skill  must  have  been  vain,  and  tbe  ha> 
morrnage  must  have  drained  your  life-veins,  bat  for 
the  bandages,  the  cautery,  and  the  styptics  applied  by 
the  good  monks,  and  tbe  poor  services  of  your  hum- 
ble vassal.  Henbane  Dwining." 

'*  Peace !"  exclaimed  the  patient,  **  with  thy  ill- 
omened  voice,  and  worse-omened  name!— methmkj^ 
as  thou  mcntionest  the  tortures  T  have  vndergfmt, 
my  tingling  nervee  stretch  and  contract  themselves 
as  if  they  still  actusted  tbe  fingera  that  once  coald 
dutch  a  dagger!" 

"  That,"  explained  the  leech,  "  may  it  pleaae  yom 
knighthood,  is  a  phenomenon  well  known  to  om- pro- 
fession. There  have  been  those  among  the  ancient 
sages  who  have  thought  that  there  still  remained  a 
sympathy  between  the  severed  nerves,  and  ^oae  be- 
longing to  tbe  amputated  limb ;  and  that  the  aevoal 
finger!*  are  seen  to  quiver  and  atrain,  as  correspond- 
ing with  the  impulse  which  proceeds  firom  their  sym- 
pathy with  the  energies  of  the  living  system.  Could 
we  recover  the  hand  from  the  Cron,  or  frx>m  the  coa- 
tody  of  the  Black  Douglas,  I  would  be  pleased 
to  observe  this  wonderful  operation  of  occult  sympa- 
thies. But  I  fear  me,  one  might  as  safely  go  to  wrest 
the  Joint  from  the  talons  of  an  hunsry  eagle." 

"And  thou  mayst  as  safely  break  thy  roalignaxit 
jests  on  a  wounded  jion.  as  on  John  oiKamoray  ?* 
said  the  knight,  raising  himsdf  in  uncontrollable  in- 
dignation. ''Caitifi',  proceed  to  thy  duty;  and  remem- 
ber, that  if  my  hand  can  no  longer  dasp  a  dagger,  1 
can  command  an  hundred." 

"  The  sight  of  one  drawn  and  brandished  in  annr 
were  Bttffident,"  said  Dwining,  "to  oonsume  the 
vital  powera  of  your  chirurgeon.  But  who  then,"  he 
added,  in  a  tone  partly  insinuating;  partly  jeerioi^ 
"  who  would  then  reheve  the  fiery  and  ecorcliiog 
pain  which  my  patron  now  sufiTerd,  simI  which  ran- 
dere  him  exasperated  even  with  his  poor  aervmnt  for 

![uoting  the  rules  of  healing,  so  contemptible^  d<Mibt- 
ess.  compared  with  the  power  of  inflicting  wounds T* 
Then,  as  daring  no  longer  to  trifle  with  the  mood 
of  his  dangerous  patient,  the  leech  addressed  himedf 
seriously  to  salvmg  tbe  wound,  and  epplied  n  fra- 

Sant  balm,  the  odour  of  which  was  diffused  thicogh 
e  apartment,  while  it  communicated  a  refreriung 
coolness,  instead  of  the  burning  heat ;  a  chanas  so 
gratiiying  to  the  fevered  patient,  riiat,  as  he  had  be- 
fore groaned  with  agony,  he  could  not  now  bejp 
aighing  for  pleasure,  as  he  sank  back  on  his  conch  to 
enjoy  the  ease  which  the  dressing  bestowed. 

"  Your  kniflhtly  lordship  now  knows  who  is  year 
friend,"  said  Dwining;  "bad  you  yielded  to  a  rash 
impulse,  and  said,  *  Slay  me  this  worthleaa  qoack- 
saiver,'  where,  within  me  four  sees  of  Britain,  would 
you  have  found  the  man  to  have  ministered  to  you  as 
much  comfort  7" 

"  Forget  my  threats,  good  leech,"  saidRamonnr. 

and  beware  how  you  tempt  me.  Such  asl  brook 
not  jesu  upon  our  agony.  See  thon  keep  thy  sooft, 
to  paaa  upon  misera*  in  the  hospital." 

Dwining  ventured  to  say  no  more,  but  ponied  soma 
dropa  firom  a  phial  which  he  took  from  his  porkst. 
into  a  small  cup  of  wine  allayed  with  water. 

"  niia  draught"  said  the  man  of  art^  "is  medica- 
ted to  produce  a  steep  which  must  not  be  mtermpced." 

"  For  how  long  will  it  last  T  aaked  the  kn«htr 

*  That  k.  nuMAbto  piioin,  i 
writers  of  hit  tiiM ;  tliovgti  Um 
who  sfe  eofstoai. 


"  The  period  of  its  operftUon  is  unoertain— perhaps 
iSl  mommK." 

**  Perhaps  for  ever,"  said  the  patient.  ''  Sir  Me- 
Ikaner,  taate  me  that  liquor  presently,  else  it  passes 
lot  my  lips." 

The  leech  obeyed  him  with  a  scornful  smile.  "  I 
Nrould  dzink  the  whole  with  readiness  ;  but  the  juice 
)f  this  Indian  gum  will  bring  sleep  on  the  healthy 
nan  as  well  as  upon  the  patient,  and  the  business  of 
the  leech  requires  me  to  be  a  watcher." 

'*  I  crave  your  pardori,  Sir  Leech,"  said  Ramomy, 
looking  down  wards,  as  iif  ashamed  to  have  manifest- 
tA  suspicion. 

^  There  is  no  T€>OTn  for  pardon  where  oflence  must 
not  be  taken,"  answered  the  medidner.    *'  An  insect 
most  thank  a  siant  that  he  does  not  tread  on  him. 
Yet,  noble  knignt,  insects  have  their  power  of  harm- 
ing as  well  as  physicians.    What  would  it  have  cost 
DM,  save  a  moment's  trouble  so  to  have  drugged 
that  balno,  as  should  have  made  your  arm  rot  to  the 
iiioalder  joint,  and  your  life-blood  curdle  in  your  veins 
to  a  comiptea  jelly  ?    What  is  there  that  prevented 
me  to  use  means  yet  more  subtle,  and  to  taint  your 
room  with   essences,  before  which  the  light  of  life 
twinkles  more  and  more  dimly,  till  it  expires,  like  a 
torch  amidst  the  foul  vapours  of  some  subterranean 
dungeon  7  You  little  estimate  my  powen  if  you  ktiow 
not  that  these,  and  yet  deeper  modes  of  destruction, 
stand  at  command  of  my  art.*  But  a  phyincian  slays 
not  the  patient  by  whose  generosity  he  lives,  and  far 
less  will  he.  the  breath  of  whose  nostrils  is  the  hope 
(tf  revenge,  destroy  the  vowed  ally  who  is  to  favour  hia 
pursuit  of  it — Yet  one  word ;  should  a  necessity  occur 
tor  roosinz  yourself,— for  who  in  Scotland  can  pro- 
mise him  seu  eight  hours  uninterrupted  repose?— then 
nnellat  the  strong  essence  contained  in  tnispouncet- 
box.— And  now,  farewell.  Sir  Knight;  and  if  you 
cannot  think  of  me  as  a  man  of  nice  conscience,  ac- 
knowledge me  at  least  as  one  of  reason  and  of  judg- 
ment." 

So  saying,  the  mediciner  left  the  room  ;  his  usual 
mean  and  snuffling  gait  elevating  itself  mto  some- 
thing more  noble,  as  conscious  of  a  victory  over  bis 
impenous  patient. 

bir  John  Ramorny  remained  smik  in  unpleasing 
reflections,  until  he  tjqgan  to  experience  the  incipient 
c^ts  of  his  soporinc  draught.    He  then  roused 
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himself  for  an  instant,  and  summoned  his  page. 
"  Evict  1  what  ho !  Eviot !— I  have  done  illtc 


to  un- 


bosom myself  so  far  to  this  poisonous  quacksalver— 
Evwtr 
The  page  entered. 
Is  the  mediciner  gone  forth  7" 
Yes,  so  please  your  knighthood." 
"  Alone,  or  accompanied  1" 
'*  Bonthron  spoke  apart  with  him,  and  followed 
him  almost  immediatelx— by  your  lordship's  com- 
mand, as  I  understood  him. 

Lack-aday,  yes !— he  goes  to  seek  some  medica- 
ments—ho  will  return  anon.  If  he  be  intoxicotpd,  see 
be  comes  not  near  my  chamber,  and  permit  him  not 
U>  mter  into  converse  with  any  one.  He  raves  when 
oiink  has  touched  his  brain.  He  was  a  rare  fellow,  be- 
fore a  Southron  bill  laid  his  brain-pan  bare ;  but  smce 
that  time  he  talks  gibberish  whenever  the  cup  has 
cm  tied  hia  Hpa.— Said  the  leech  au;(ht  to  you,  Evioti" 
Nothing,  save  to  reiterate  his  commands  that 
your  honour  be  not  disturbed."  . 

"  Which  thou  must  surely  obey,"  said  the  knight. 
I  feel  the  summons  to  rest,  of  which  I  have  been 
deprived  since  this  unhappy  wound— At  least,  if  I 
have  slept  it  has  been  but  tor  a  snatch.    Aid  me  to 
tike  off  my  gown,  Eviot." 

May  God  and  the  saints  send  you  good  rest,  my 
lora,"  said  the  page,  rctirinaj  after  he  had  rendered 
his  wounded  master  the  assistance  required. 

*  TiM  ezteat  to  which  the  tcieoro  of  poisoninf  waa  carried 
Jul  ™id<ite  a«e«  on  Uie  coattnent,  i«  well  known.  The  hate- 
iDi  pmetice  wai  more  and  more  refined,  and  «till  more  ^nerally 
OQOpted,  afterwardji  \  and  we  are  told,  amons  other  iiutancoe 
«■  diabolical  eunoinr,  of  gloves  which  cotild  not  bo  put  on 
withoot  infliettnff  a  morut  diaeaae.  of  lettere  which  on  beinc 
"Veoed,  diffnaed  a  fatal  vapour,  Ac  *e.  Volutire  joaUj  and 
Sndidljr  mentiona  it  aa  a  dialinfaiahinx  charactenatte  of  the 
Mhah,  that  political  poiaoninga  make  little,  if  anr,  flgiire  in 
wit  hiatory. 

2  V 


As  Eviot  left  the  room,  the  knight,  whose  brain 
waa  becoming  more  and  more  confused,  mutterBa 
over  the  page's  departing  salutation. 

"  God— saints— I  have  slept  sound  under  such  a 
benison.  But  now— methinks  if  I  awake  not  to  the 
accomplishment  of  my  proud  hopes  of  power  and  re- 
venge, the  best  wish  tor  me  is.  that  the  slumbers 
which  now  fall  around  my  hear,  were  the  forerun- 
ners of  that  sleep  which  shall  return  my  borrowed 
powers  to  their  original  non-existence— I  can  argue 
It  no  farther." 

Thus  speaking,  he  fell  into  a  profound  sleep. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

On  Paatera'a  E'en  when  we  war  fou.— fltoCt  Seng. 

The  night  which  sunk  down  on  the  sick-bed  of 
Ramorny,  was  not  doomed  to  be  a  quiet  one.  Two 
hours  had  passed  since  curfew-befl,  then  run^  at 
seven  o'clock  at  night,  and  in  those  primitive  timet 
all  were  retired  to  rest,  excepting  such  whom  devo- 
tion, or  duty,  or  debauch^,  made  watchers;  and 
the  evening  being  that  of  Shrovetide,  or,  as  it  was 
called  in  Scotland,  Pastern's  E*en,t  the  vigils  of 
gayety  were  by  far  the  most  frequented  of  the  three. 

The  common  people  had,  throughout  the  day,  toil- 
ed and  struggled  at  football ;  the  nobles  and  gentry 
had  fought  cocks,  and  hearkened  to  the  wanton 
music  Of  the  minstrel ;  while  the  citizens  had  gorged 
themselves  upon  pancakes  fried  in  lard,  and  orose. 
or  brewis— the  fat  broth,  that  is,  in  which  salted 
beef  had  been  boiled,  poured  upon  highly-toasted  oat- 
meal, a  dish  which  even  now  is  not  ungrateful  to 
simple  old-fashioned  Scottish  palates.  These  were 
all  exercises  and  festive  dishes  proper  to  the  holiday. 
It  was  no  less  a  solemnity  of  tne  evening,  that  the 
devout  Catholic  should  dnnk  as  much  good  ale  and 
wine  as  he  had  means  to  procure ;  and;  if  young  and 
able,  that  he  should  dance  at  the  nng,  or  figure 
among  the  morrice-dancers.  who,  in  the  city  of  Perth, 
as  elsewhere,  wore  a  peculiarly  fantaatic  garb,  and 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  address  and  acti- 
vity. AH  this  gayety  took  place  under  the  prudential 
conskierntion,  that  the  long  term  pf  Lent,  now  ap- 
proaching, with  its  fasts  and  deprivations,  rendered 
It  wise  for  mortals  to  cram  as  much  idle  and  sensual 
indulgence  as  they  could  into  the  brief  spaco  which 
intervened  before  its  commencement. 

The  usual  revels  had  taken  place,  and  in  most  parts 
of  the  city  were  succeeded  by  the  usual  pause.    A 

f>articular  degree  of  care  had  been  taken  by  the  nobt- 
itv,  to  prevent  any  renewal  of  discord  betwixt  their 
followers  and  the  citizens  of  the  town ;  so  that  the 
revels  had  proceeded  with  fewer  casualties  than  usuaL 
embracing  only  three  deaths,  and  certain  fractured 
limbs,  which,  occurring  to  indiyidoala  of  little  nota^ 
were  not  accounted  worth  inquiring  into.  The  Car* 
nival  was  closingquictly  in  general,  but  in  some  placet 
the  sport  wasstul  kept  up. 

One  company  of  revellera,  who  had  been  particular- 
ly noticed  and  applauded,  seemed  unwilling  to  con- 
clude their  frolic.  The  Entry,  as  it  waa  called,  coa- 
sisted  of  thirteen  persons,  habited  in  the  saine  man- 
ner, having  doublets  of  chamois  leather  sitting  doae 
to  their  bodies,  curiously  slashed  and  laced.  The^ 
wore  green  caps  with  silver  tassels,  red  ribands,  and 
white  shoes,  had  bells  hung  at  their  kneea  and  aroond 
then'  ancles,  and  naked  swords  in  their  handa.    This 

Sallant  party,  having  exhibited  a  sword-dance  before 
le  King,  with  much  clashing  of  weapons,  and  £an- 
tastic  interchange  of  poatures,  went  on  gallantly  to 
repeat  their  exhibition  oefore  the  door  of  Simon  Glo- 
ver, where,  having  made  a  fresh  exhibition  of  their 
agility,  they  caused  wine  to  be  served  round  to  thev 
own  company  and  the  bystanders,  and  with  a  loud 
shout  drank  to  the  health  of  the  Fair  Maid  of  Perth. 
This  summoned  old  Sirnon  to  the  door  of  his  habita- 
tion, to  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  his  coimtrymen, 

*  Fastem*t  E'en,  the  eveninf  before  the  commennenMOt  ot 
the  ^at,—AngHee—Shrove'Me,  the  aeaaon  of  beinf  ahriven,  or 
of  eonfeasion  and  absolution,  before  befinninr  the  penance  of 
Lent  The  coekflchta,  Ac,  atill  held  at  thia  peripd,  are  relies 
of  the  Catholic  carnival  that  preceded  the  weeuof  abatinenoe. 
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and  in  hia  torn  to  send  the  wine  around  in  honour  of 
the  Merry  Morrice-Dancers  of  Perth. 

"We  thank  thee.  Father  Simon,"  said  a  voice, 
which  strove  to  droMm  in  an  artificial  saueak  the  pert 
conceited  tone  of  Oliver  Proudfute.  "  But  a  sight  of 
thy  lovely  daughter  had  been  more  sweet  to  us  young 
bloods,  tuan  a  whole  vintage  of  Malvoisie." 

"  I  thank  you,  neighbours^  for  your  good-will."  re- 
plied the  Glover.  "  My  daughter  is  ill  at  ease,  and  may 
not  come  forth  into  the  cold  niffht  air— but  if  this  gay 
gallant,  whose  voice  methinksl  should  know,  will  go 
mto  my  poor  house,  she  will  charge  him  with  thanks 
for  the  rest  of  you." 

"  Bring  them  to  us  at  the  hostelrie  of  the  Gnffin," 
cried  the  rest  of  the  ballet  to  thdr  favoured  compa- 
nion ;  **  for  there  will  we  ring-in  Lent,  and  have  an- 
other rouse  to  the  health  of  the  lovely,  Catharine." 

"  Have  with  you  in  half  an  hour,"  said  Oliver,  "  and 
see  who  will  quidT  the  largest  flagon,  or  sing  the  loud- 
est glee.  Nay,  I  will  be  merry,  in  what  remains  of 
Fastern's  Even,  should  Lent  find  me  with  my  mouth 
closed  for  ever. 

"Farewell,  then,"  cried  his  mates  in  the  morrice; 
"farewell,  slashing  Bonnet-maker,  till  we  meet 
again." 

The  morrice-danccrs  accordingly  set  out  upon  their 
fiuther  progress,  dancing  and  caroling  as  they  went 
along  to  the  sound  of  four  musicians,  who  led  the 
joyous  band,  while  Simon  Glover  drew  their  Cory- 
^heus  into  his  house,  and  placed  him  in  a  chair  by 
SUB  parlour  fire. 

"  But  where  is  your  daughter?"  said  Oliver.  "  She 
it  the  bait  for  us  brave  blades." 

"  Why,  truly,  she  keeps  her  apartment,  neighbour 
Oliver:  and,  to  speak  plainly,  she  keeps  her  bed." 

"  Why,  then  wul  I  up  stairs  to  see  her  in  her  sorrow 
— ^you  have  marred  my  ramble.  Gaffer  Glover,  and 
you  owe  me  amends— a  roving  blade  like  me — I  will 
not  lose  both  the  lasa  and  the  glass.  —Keeps  her  bed, 
'does  she  7 


f 
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"  My  doff  and  I  we  have  a  trick 
To  visit  maidfl  when  they  are  aick  ; 
When  thtty  are  tick  and  like  to  die. 
O  Ihllher  do  come  my  dof  and  I. 

"  And  when  I  die.  ai  need*  most  hap. 
Then  barr  me  under  the  (ood  ale-tap  ; 
With  Iblded  aim*  there  lit  fn«  lie 
Cheek  for  jowl,  my  dof  and  L*' 

'*  Canst  thou  not  be  serious  for  a  moment,  neigh- 
boor  Proudfiite  ?"  said  the  Glover ;  "  I  want  a  woid 
of  conversation  with  you." 

"Serious?"  answered  his  visiter;  "why,  I  have 
been  serious  all  this  day— I  can  hardly  open  my  mouth, 
but  something  comes  out  about  death,  a  burial,  or 
•uchlike — the  most  serious  subiccts  that  I  wot  of." 

"  St.  John,  man !"  said  the  Glover,  "  art  thou  fey  ?" 

"  No,  not  a  whit— it  is  not  my  own  death  which 
these  gloomy  fancies  foretel— I  have  a  strong  horo- 
scope, and  shall  live  for  fifty  years  to  come.  But  it  is 
the  case  of  the  poor  fellow— the  Douglas-man,  whom 
I  struck  down  at  the  fray  of  St.  Valentine's — he  died 
last  night— it  is  that  whirh  weighs  on  my  conscience, 
and  awakens  sad  fancies.  Ah,  Father  Si  non,  we 
martialists  that  have  spilt  blood  in  our  choler,  have 
dark  thoughts  at  times— I  sometimes  wish  that  my 
knife  had  cut  nothing  but  worsted  thrums." 

"  And  I  wish,"  said  Simon,  "  that  mine  had  cut 
nothing  but  buck's  leather,  for  it  has  sometimes  cut 
my  own  fingers.  But  thou  mayest  spare  thy  remorse 
for  this  bout;  there  was  but  one  man  dangerously 
hurt  at  the  affray,  and  it  was  he  from  whom  Henry 
Smith  hewed  the  hand,  and  he  is  well  recovered. 
His  name  is  black  Quentin,  one  of  Sir  John  Ramor- 
ny's  followers.  He  has  been  sent  privately  back  to 
his  own  country  of  Fife." 

"What,  Black  Quentin? — ^why,  that  is  the  very 
man  that  Henry  and  I,  as  we  ever  keep  close  toge- 
ther, struck  at  in  the  same  moment,  only  my  blow 
leU  somewhat  earlier.  I  fear  farther  feud  will  come 
<rf  it,  and  so  docs  the  Provost.— And  is  he  recover- 
ed 7  Why,  then,  I  will  be  jovial,  and  nnce  thou  wilt 
not  let  me  see  how  Kato  oeoonies  her  night-gear,  I 
will  back  to  the  Griffin  to  my  morrice-dancers?' 
Nay,  stay  but  one  instant.    Thou  art  a  comrade 


of  Henry  Wynd,  and  hast  done  him  the  Berrioe  is 
own  one  or  two  deed^  and  this  laat  anaong  otfa«i. 
I  would  thou  could  St  clear  him  of  other  charges,  vnA 
which  fame  hath  loaded  him." 

"  Nay.  I  will  swear  by  the  hilt  of  royaword,  tli^ 
are  as  false  ar.  hell,  Father  Simon.  What — oladsB 
and  targets!  shall  not  men  of  the  sword  stick  loflB> 
ther?" 

"  Nay.  neighbour  Bonnet-maker,  be  patient ;  tbot 
mayst  do  the  Smith  a  kind  turn,  an  thou  takoi 
this  matter  the  right  way.  I  have  chosen  thee  to  ooa- 
sult  with  onent  this  matter— not  that  I  hold  tiaee  tkt 
wisest  head  in  Perth,  for  should  I  say  so  1  shonU  he.** 

"Ay,  ay,"  answered  the  self-satisfied  Boonst* 
maker;  "I  know  where  you  think  my  fault  Bes— 
you  cool  heads  think  we  hot  heads  are  tools — I  hais 
heard  men  call  Henr>'  Wvnd  such  a  score  of  times." 

"  Fool  enough  snd  cool  enonj^h  may  rhyme  tagt' 
ther  passing  wdl."  said  the  Glover ;  but  thou  ait 
good-naturra,  and  I  think  lovest  this  crony  of  thina 
It  stands  awkwardly  with  us  and  him  just  dov," 
continued  Simon.  Thou  knowest  there  hath  bsm 
some  talk  of  marriage  between  my  daughter  Caths- 
rine  and  Henry  Gow  7" 

"  I  have  heard  some  svich  song  since  St.  Valen- 
tine's Morn— Ah !  he  that  shall  win  the  Fair  Maid  of 
Perth  must  be  a  happy  man— and  yet  maRiaae  spofls 
many  a  pretty  fellow.  I  myself  somewhat  re- 
gret''  

"Prithee,  truce  with  thy  regrets  for  the  present, 
man,"  interrupted  the  Glover,  somewhat  peensUy. 
"  You  must  know,  Ohver,  that  some  of  these  taftiQg 
women,  who  I  think  make  all  the  business  of  lot 
world  their  own^  have  accused  Henry  of  keqMif 
light  company  with  glee- women  and  suchlike.  Gt- 
tnarioe  took  it  to  heart ;  and  I  held  my  child  insoli- 
ed,  that  he  had  not  waited  upon  her  like  a  Valeniiiia 
but  had  thrown  himself  into  unseemly  societv  on  lbs 
very  day  when,  by  ancient  custom,  ne  mifpit  bavs 
had  an  opportunity  to  press  his  interest  with  my 
daughter.  'Therefore  when  he  came  hither  late  oo  the 
evemng  of  St.  Valentine's,  I,  like  a  hast/ old  fool,  bid 
him  go  home  to  the  company  he  had  left,  and  denied 
him  admittance.  I  have  not  seen  him  since,  audi 
begin  to  think  that  I  may  have  been  too  rash  in  the 
matter.  She  is  my  only  child,  and  the  grave  shodd 
have  her  sooner  than  a  debauchee.  But  I  have  hi- 
therto thought  I  knew  Henry  Gow  as  if  he  were  mj 
son.  I  cannot  think  he  would  use  us  thus,  snd  H 
may-be  there  are  means  of  explaining  what  is  lakl  to 
his  charge.  I  was  led  to  ask  Dwining,  who  is  swd 
to  have  saluted  the  Smith  while  he  was  walkmg  with 
this  choice  mate- If  I  am  to  believe  hia  words,  this 
wench  was  the  Smith's  cousin,  Joan  Letham.  Bat 
tbou  knowest  that  the  potter-carrier  ever  speaks  ont 
language  with  his  visn^c,  and  another  with  his  toQgo0 
— INow,  thou,  Oliver  hast  too  httle  wit — I  mean^  loo 
much  honesty— to  belie  the  truth,  and  as  DwmiBK 
hinted  that  thou. also  hadst  seen  her " 

"  I  see  her,  Simon  Glover !  Will  Dwining  ssy  that 
I  saw  her  T' 

"  No,  not  precisely  that— but  he  says  you  toid  him 
you  had  met  the  Smith  thus accom|)anied." 

"Ho  lies,  and  I  will  pound  him  into  a  galIi|M»t  !'* 
said  Oliver  Proudfute. 

"How?  Did  you  never  tell  him  then  of  sneh  a 
meeting?" 

"What  an  if  I  did?"  said  the  Bonnet-maker. 
"  Did  not  he  swear  tbit  he  would  never  repeat  again 
to  living  mortal  what  I  communicated  to  nim  ?  and 
therefore,  in  telling  the  occurrent  to  you  he  hath  roads 
himself  a  liar." 

"Thou  didst  not  meet  the  Smith,  then,"  sod  Si- 
mon, "  Hith  such  a  loose  baggage  as  fame  repotts  T' 

"Lack-a-day,  not  I— perhaps  I  did,  perhaps  I  did 
ot.  Think,  Father  Simon— I  have  been  a  four- 
*ears  married  roan,  and  can  you  expect  me  to  remera- 
er  the  turn  of  a  g1ee-woman*B  ankle,  the  trip  of  hm 
toe,  the  lace  upon  her  petticoat,  and  such  toys?  Npi 
I  leave  that  to  unmarried  wags,  hke  my  gossy 
Henrv'." 

"  Tlie  upshot  is,  then,"  sakl  the  Glover,  much  veX' 
ed,  "  you  did  meet  him  on  St.  ValentJutfa  day  walk- 
ing t!:c  public  streets' 
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'*Not  BO  ndahbour:  I  met  him  in  the  most  dis- 
tant aiicl  dark  line  in  Penh,  steering  foil  for  his  own 
hoQaSi  with  bs^  and  baggage,  win^n,  as  a  gallant  fel- 
low, be  carried  in  his  arms,  the  puppy  dog  on  one,  and 
Um  Jilt  herself  (and  to  mv  thougnt  she  was  a  pretty 
ooeVhanging  upon  the  other." 

"Now,  by  flood  St.  John/'  said  the  Glover,  "  this 
iobmy  woula  make  a  Chnstian  man  renounce  his 
fiuth,  and  worship  Mahound  in  very  anger !  But  he 
iiss  seen  the  last  of  iny  daughter.  I  would  rather 
ibe  went  to  the  wild  Highlands  with  a  barelegged 
esteian.  than  wed  with  one  who  oould,  at  such  a  sea- 
no,  so  oroadly  forget  honour  and  decency— Out  up- 
on biin!" 

*'Tush!  tush!  father  Simon,"  said  the  libersl- 
oinded  Bonnet-maker:  **jou  consider  not  the  na- 
tms  of  young  blood.  Their  company  was  not  long, 
far-to  speak  truth,  I  did  keep  a  little  watch  on  him 
—I  met  him  before  sunrise,  conducting  his  errant 
damael  to  the  Lady's  Stairs,  that  the  wench  might 
embaikon  the  Tay  from  Perth ;  and  I  know  for  cer- 
tainty, (for  I  made  inquiry,)  that  she  sailed  in  a  gab- 
bsrt  for  Dundee.  So  you  see  it  was  but  a  slight  es- 
eape  of  youth." 

'And  he  came  here,"  said  Simon,  bitterly,  *'be- 
anchiog  for  admittance  to  my  daughter,  wnile  he 
had  his  narlot  awaiting  him  at  nome !  I  had  rather 
he  bad  slain  a  score  of  men !— It  skills  not  talking, 
kttt  of  all  to  thee,  Oliver  Proudfute,  who,  if  thou 
KX  not  such  a  one  as  himself,  would  fain  be  thought 
».   But" 

"  Nay,  think  not  of  it  so  seriouslv,"  said  Oliver, 
who  began  to  reflect  on  the  mischief  nis  tattling  was 
lihely  to  occasion  to  his  friend,  and  on  the  conse- 
Qoenoes  of  Henry  Gow's  displeasure,  when  he  should 
wain  the  discloeure  which  he  had  made  rather  in 
Tuiiy  of  heart  than  in  evil  intention.  **  Consider,"  he 
oontinued,  "  that  there  are  follies  belonging  to  youth. 
Oeeanon  provokes  men  to  such  frolics,  and  confes- 
Bon  wipes  them  ofT.  I  care  not  if  I  tell  thee,  that 
thoogh  my  wife  be  as  goodly  a  woman  as  the  city 
haa,  yet  I  myself" 

'*  Peace,  eolly  braggart,"  said  the  Glover,  in  high 
«nth;  "  thy  loves  and  thy  battles  are  alike  apocry- 
phal. If  thou  must  needs  lie,  which  I  think  is  thy 
aaisra  canst  thou  invent  no  falsehood  that  may  at 
least  do  thee  some  credit  7  Do  I  not  see  through 
thee,  as  I  could  see  the  light  through  the  horn  ofa 
haae  lantern  7  Do  I  not  know,  thou  filthy  weaver  of 
mtten  worsted,  that  thou  durst  no  more  cross  the 
threshold  of  thy  own  door,  if  thy  vrife  heard  of  thy 
making  such  a  boast,  than  thou  darest  cross  naked 
weapons  with  a  boy  of  twelve  years  old,  who  has 
vawo  a  sword  for  the  first  time  of  his  life  7  By  St. 
Joba,  it  were  p^ing  you  for  your  tale-bearing  trou- 
bMo  Bend  thy  Maudie  word  of  thy  gay  brags."  , 

tile  Bonnet-maker,  at  this  threat^  started  as  if  a 
Qoaabow  bolt  had  whizzed  past  his  head  when  least 
expected.  And  it  was  with  a  trembling  voice  that  he 
lotted,  "  Nay,  good  Father  Glover,  thou  takest  too 
poch  credit  ror  tiiy  gray  hairs.  Consider,  good  neigh- 
hpur,  thou  art  too  old  tor  a  young  martialist  to  wran- 
00  with.  And  in  the  matter  of  my  Maudie,  I  can 
tnnt  thee,  for  I  know  no  one  who  would  be  less 
wiUmg  than  thou  to  break  the  peace  of  famiUes." 
.  '  Troat  thy  coxcomb  no  longer  with  me,"  said  the 
Bcnaed  Glover :  "  but  take  thyself,  and  the  thing 

UKM  call'st  a  head,  out  of  my  reach,  lest  I  borrow 


qoet sleep;  we  shall  meet  better  friends  to-morrow." 
Out  of  my  doors  to-night !"  said  the  Glover.  "  I 
•m  ashamed  so  idle  a  tongue  as  thine  should  have 
power  to  move  me  thus."  "  Idiot— beast— loose- 
toogiied  coxcomb !"  he  exclaimed,  throwing  himself 
Bto  a  chair,  as  the  Bonnet-maker  disappeared ;  "  that 
t  fwow  made  up  of  lies  should  not  have  had  the  grace 
|o  frame  one  when  it  might  have  covered  the  shame 
^  s  friend !  And  I— what  am  I,  that  I  should,  in 
oqr  aacret  mind,  wish  that  such  a  gross  insult  to  me 
^  my  child  had  been  glossed  over  7  Yet  such  was 
gg^qpmion  of  Henrv,  that  I  would  have  willingly  be- 
''**«  the  grossest  ngment  the  swaggering  aas  could 


have  invented.  Well  I— it  skilb  not  thinking  of  it 
Our  honest  name  must  be  maintained,  thoui^  every 
thine  else  should  go  to  ruin." 

while  the  Glover  thus  moralized  on  the  unwelcome 
confirmation  of  the  tale  he  wished  to  think  untnio^ 
the  expelled  morrice-dancer  had  leisure,  in  the  com- 
posing air  of  a  cool  and  dark  February  night,  to  me- 
ditate on  the  consequences  of  the  Glover's  unre- 
strained anger. 

"  But  it  is  nothing,"  he  bethought  himself;  "  to  the 
wrath  of  Henry  Wynd,  who  hath  killed  a  man  for 
much  less  than  placing  displeasure  betwixt  him  and 
Catharine,  aa  well  as  her  fiery  old  father.  Certainly 
I  were  better  have  denied  everv  thing.    But  the  hu- 


mour of  seeming  a  knowing  gallant  (as  in  truth  I  am) 
fairlv  overcame  me.  Were  1  best  go  to  finish  the 
revel  at  the  Griffin  7— But  then  Mauoie  will  rampauga 
on  my  return, — ay.  and  this  being  holiday  even,  I  may 
claim  a  privilege— I  have  it— I  will  not  to  the  Griffin—* 
I  will  to  the  Smith's^  who,must  be  at  home  since  no 
one  hath  seen  him  this  day  amid  the  revel.  I  will  en- 
deavour to  make  peace  with  him,  and  offer  my  inter- 
cession with  the  Glover.  Harry  is  a  simple  down- 
right fellow,  and  though  I  think  he  is  my  better  in  a 
broil,  yet  in  discourse  I  can  turn  him  my  own  way. 
The  streets  are  now  auiet— the  night,  too,  is  dark,  and 
I  may  step  aside  if  I  meet  any  rioters.  I  will  to  the 
Smith's,  and,  securing  him  for  my  friend,  I  care  little 
for  old  Simon.  Saint  Ringan  bear  me  well  through  « 
this  night,  and  I  will  clip  my  tongue  out  ere  it  shall 
run  my  head  into  such  peril  again  I  Yonder  old  fel- 
low, when  his  blood  was  up,  looked  more  like  a 
carver  of  buff- jerkins  than  a  clipper  of  kid-gloves." 

With  these  reflections,  the  puissant  Oliver  walked 
swiftly,  yet  with  as  little  noise  as  possible,  towards 
the  wynd,  in  which  the  Smith,  as  our  readers  ars 
aware,  had  his  habitation.  But  his  evil  fortune  had 
not  ceased  to  pursue  him.  As  he  turned  into  the 
High,  or  principal  street,  he  heard  a  burst  of  muaic 
veiy  near  him,  followed  by  a  loud  shout. 

My  merry  mates,  the  morrice-dancers,"  thought 
he ;  "1  would  know  old  Jeremy's  rebeck  among  an 
hundred.  I  will  venture  across  the  street  ere  they 
pass  on— if  I  am  espied|  I  shall  have  the  renown  of 
some  privste  quest,  which  may  do  me  honour  aa  a 
roving  blade." 

With  these  longings  for  distinction  among  the  gay 
and  gallant,  combated,  however  internally,  by  mora 
prudential  considerations,  the  Bonnet-maker  made 
an  attempt  to  cross  the  street.  But  the  revellers, 
whoever  they  might  b&  were  accompanied  by  torchest 
the  flash  of  which  fell  upon  OUver,  whose  light-co- 
loured habit  made  him  the  more  distinctly  visible. 
The  general  shout  of  "  A  prize,  a  prize,"  overcame 
the  noise  of  the  minstrel,  and  before  the  Bonnet- 
maker  could  determine  whether  it  were  better  to 
stand  or  fly,  two  active  young  men,  clad  in  fontaatu^ 
masking  habits,  resemoling  wild  men,, and  holding 
great  clubs,  seized  upon  him.  saying,  in  a  tragicfu 
tone,  "  Yield  thee,  man  of  bells  and  oombaat ;  yield 
thee,  rescue  or  no  rescue,  or  truly  thou  art  but  a  dfiad 
morrice-dancer." 

"To  whom  shall  I  yield  me 7"  aaid  the  Bonnetr 
maker,  with  a  faltering  voice ;  for  though  he  saw  ha 
had  to  do  with  a  party  of  mummers  who  were  a-foot 
for  pleasure,  yet  ne  observed,  at  the  same  time,  that 
they  were  far  above  his  claas,  and  he  lost  the  audaci- 
ty necessary  to  support  bis  part  in  a  game  whers  the 
inferior  was  likely  to  come  by  the  worst 

"Dost  thou  parley,  slaver'  answered  one  of  the 
maskers;  "and  must  I  show  thee  that  thou  art  a 
•captive,  by  giving  thee  incontinently  the  bastinado  7" 
By  no  means,  puissant  man  of  Ind,"  said  the 
Bonnet-maker  $  "  lo,  I  am  conformable  to  your  plea- 
sure." 

"Come,  then,"  aaid  those  who  had  arrested, him, 
"  come  and  do  homage  to  the  Enmeror  of  Mimest 
Kingof  Caperers,  and  Grand  Dukeof  the  Darii  Hours, 
and  explain  by  what  right  thou  art  so  presumptuous 
as  to  prance  and  jingid,  and  wear  out  shoe  leather 
within  his  dominions,  without  paying  him  tnb,uML 
Know* St  thou  not  thou  hast  incurred  the  pains  of  hi^i- 
treason7"  _.. 

"That  were  hard,  methinka,"  aaid  poor  Obvar. 
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"  nica  I  kiMW  not  that  his  Grace  exerciied  the  go- 
▼vrnment  thie  evening.  But  I  am  willing  to  redeem 
ihe  forfeit,  if  the  puree  of  a  poor  Bonnet-maker  may, 
br  the  mulct  of  a  gallon  of  wine,  or  some  such  mat- 
ter." 

"Bring  him  before  the  Emperor,"  was  the  univer- 
aal  cry :  and  the  morrice-dancer  was  placed  before  a 
flMfat^  but  easy  and  handsome  figure  of  a  young  man, 
qpienaidly  attired,  having  a  cincture  and  tiara  of  pea- 
eock*8  feathers,  then  brought  from  the  East  as  a  msr- 
ToUous  rarity ;  a  short  jacket  and  under-dress  of  leo- 
pard's dun  fitted  closely  the  rest  of  his  person,  which 
was  attired  in  flesh-coloured  silk,  so  as  to  resemble 
the  ordinary  idea  of  an  Indian  prince.  He  wore  san- 
dais,  fastened  on  with  ribbons  of  scarlet  silk,  and 
bald  in  his  hand  a  sort  of  fim.  such  as  ladies  then 
used,  composed  of  the  same  feathers,  assembled  into 
a  plume  or  toft. 

'*What  mister  wight  have  we  here,'  said  the  In- 
dian ebk£,  **  who  dares  to  tie  the  bells  of  a  morrice  on 
the  ankles  of  a  dull  ass  1— Hsrk  ye,  friend,  your  dress 
riiould  make  you  a  subject  of  ours,  since  our  empire 
mends  over  all  Merryland,  including  mimes  and 
minstrels  of  every  description.— What,  tongue-tied  7 
He  lacks  wine— minister  to  him  our  nutshell  full  of 
sack." 

A  huge  calabash  full  of  sack  was  oflered  to  the  lips 
of  the  supplicant,  while  this  prince  of  revellers  exhort- 
ed him, — 

"Crack  me  this  nut,  and  do  it  handsomely,  and 
without  wry  faces." 

But,  however  Oliver  mi^t  have  relished  a  moderate 
sip  Of  the  same  good  wme,  he  was  terrified  at  the 
onantity  he  was  required  to  deal  with.  He  drank  a 
oranght,  and  then  entreated  for  mercy. 

"  So  please  your  princedom,  I  have  yet  far  to  go, 
and  if  f  were  to  swallow  your  grace's  bounty.  Tor 
which  accept  my  dutiful  thanks,  I  should  not  be  able 
10  BCrkle  over  the  next  kennel." 

"  Art  thou  in  case  to  bear  thyself  like  a  galliard  7 
Now,  cut  me  a  caper-T^a !  one— two — ^thiee— admi- 
rable!— again— give  him  the  spur— (here  a  satellite 
of  the  Indian  gave  Oliver  a  siisht  touch  with  his 
sword)— Nay,  that  is  best  of  all— ne  sprang  like  a  cat 
in  a'gutter  I  Tender  him  the  nut  once  more— nay, 
no  compulsion,  he  has  paid  forfeit  and  deserves  not 
only  free  dismissal  but  reward.  Kneel  down,  kneel, 
and  arise  Sir  Knight  of  the  Calabash !  What  is  (by 
name  ?    And  one  of  you  lend  me  a  rapier." 

**  Oliver,  may  it  please  your  honoui^I  mean  your 
prindpahty." 

** Oliver,  men?  nay,  then  thou  art  one  of  the 
Douze  peers*  already,  and  fate  has  forestalled  our 
intended  promotion.  Yet  rise  up,  sweet  Sir  Oliver 
ThatchpatcL  Knight  of  the  honourable  order  of  the 
Pumpkin — Rise  up,  in  the  name  of  Nonsense,  and 
bwotte  about  thine  own  concerns,  and  the  devil  go 
with  thee." 

So  saying,  the  prince  of  the  revels  bestowed  a  smart 
blow  with  me  flat  of  the  weapon  across  the  Bonnet- 
maker's  shoulders,  who  sprung  to  his  feet  with  more 
alacrity  of  motion  than  he  had  bitbertodisplayed,  and, 
accelerated  by  the  laugh  and  halloo  which  aroae  be- 
hind him,  arrived  at  the  Smith's  house  before  he 
stopped,  with  the  same  speed  with  which  a  hunted 
fine  makes  for  his  den. 

It  was  not  till  the  afirighted  Bonnet-maker  had 
■tmek  a  blow  on  the  door,  that  be  recollected  he 
ought  to  have  bethought  hinaself  beforehand  in  what 
manner  he  was  to  present  himself  before  Henry,  and 
obtain  his  forgiveness  for  his  rash  communications 
to  Simon  Glover.  No  one  answered  to  his  first 
knock,  and,  perhaps^  as  these  reflections  arose,  in  the 
momentary  pause  or  recollection  which^circumsun- 
eea  permitted,  the  perplexed  Bonnet-maker  might 
have  flinched  firom  his  |)urpose,  and  made  his  retreat 
to  bis  own  premises,  without  venturing  upon  the  in- 
terview which  he  had puxpoaed.  But  a  distant  atrain 
af  minatralsy  revived  his  apprehensions  of  foiling 
onee  mora  into  the  hands  of  the  gay  maskera  from 
whom  he  had  escaped,  and  he  renewed  bis  summons 
on  the  door  of  the  Smith's  dwdling,  with  a  hurried, 
though  faltering  hand.    He  was  then  appalled  by  the 

•The 


CHRONICLES  OF  THE  CANONOATE. 


(Chav.XTL 


deep,  yet  not  unmusical  voice  of  Henry  Gow,  who 
snswered  from  within,— "Who  calls  at  tins  hobrT- 
and  what  is  it  that  you  want  V* 

"  It  is  I— Oliver  Proudfute,"  replied  the 
maker :  '*  I  have  a  merry  jest  to  tell  yon, 
Henry.*' 

"  Carry  thy  foolery  to  some  other  maikel.  I  tm 
in  no  jesting  humour,"  said  Henry.  **  Go  hence-l 
will  see  no  one  to-night." 

"  But,  gossip— good  gossip,"  answered  the  msrtie!- 
ist  without,  '*  I  am  beset  with  villains,  and  beg  tie 
shelter  of  your  roof !" 

"  Fool  that  thou  an !"  replied  Henry ;  **no  dpiiR- 
hill  cock,  the  most  recreant  that  has  fought  this  Fes- 
tern's  Eve,  would  ruffle  his  feathara  at  auch  a  cnym 
as  thou." 

At  this  moment  snother  strain  of  minacrelsy,  aai 
as  the  Bonnet-msker  conceited,  one  which  approecb- 
od  much  nearer,  goaded  his  appreheneions  to  the  it- 
termost ;  and  in  a  voice,  the  tonea  of  which  f  inirinrf 
the  undisguised  extremity  of  instant  fear,  oe  ef- 
claimed — 

"  For  the  sake  of  our  old  gossipred,  and  for  the  lew 
of  our  blessed  Lady,  admit  me,  Henry,  if  you  wonU 
not  have  me  found  a  bloody  corpse  at  thy  door,  elsis 
by  the  bloody-minded  Douglasses  t" 

"  That  would  be  a  shame  to  me,"  thought  the  good* 
natured  Smith ;  "  and  sooth  to  eay,  his jperil  nay  be 
real.  There  are  roving  hawks  that  will  strike  at  e 
sparrow  as  soon  as  a  heron." 

With  these  reflections,  half-muttered,  half-epokee; 
Henry  undid  his  well-fastened  door,  propoaing  to  le- 
connoitre  the  reality  of  the  danger  before  nepennitted 
his  imwelcome  guest  to  enter  the  bouse.  But  se  he 
looked  abroad  to  ascertain  how  matters  stood,  Obf& 
bolted  in  Iflte  a  scared  deer  into  a  thick^  and  bv* 
boured  himself  by  the  Smith's  kitchen-nnL  hekn 
Henry  could  look  up  and  down  the  lane,  ami  setoff 
himself  there  were  no  enemies  in  pursuit  of  tliesppi»> 
hensive  fugitive.  He  secured  his  door,  therefoni  tad 
retumjd  into  the  kitchen,  displeased  thst  be  had  eef- 
fered  his  gloomy  solitude  to  be  intruded  upon  by  efB* 
pathizing  with  apprehensions,  which  he  tiKMght  ht 
might  hsve  known  were  so  easily  excited  as  thoee  d 
his  timid  townsman. 

**  How  now  7"  he  ssid,  coldly  enough,  when  hi 
saw  the  Bonnet-maker  calmly  seated  by  ma  heank 
"What  foolish  revel  is  this,  Master  Oliver  ?— I  see  as 
one  near  to  harm  ycm." 

"  GKve  me  a  drink,  kind  gossip,"  said  Oliver :  "^lea 
choked  with  the  haate  I  have  made  to  come  nitlMr.* 

"I  have  sworn,"  said  Henrv,  "  that  thisahaDbese 
revel  night  in  this  house— 1  am  in  my  work-def 
clothes,  as  you  see,  and  keep  fast,  as  I  have  reaao^ 
instead  of  holiday.  You  have  had  wassail  eneoch  tt 
the  holiday  evening,  for  you  speak  thick  alrea^— ff 
you  wish  more  ale  or  wine  you  must  go  elaewhoe:'' 

"  I  have  had  over  much  wassail  already,"  aaki  poor 
Oliver,  '*  and  have  been  well  nigh  drowned  ia  t 
—That  accursed  calabash  I — A  draught  of  water,  kn^ 
gossip-^you  will  not  eurely  let  me  ask  for  that  in  vaiel 
or.  if  It  is  your  will,  a  cup  of  cold  small  ale." 

^'Nay,  iif  that  be  all "  said  Henry,  "it  shall  net  li 
lacking.  But  it  must  have  been  much  which  bioqshi 
thee  to  the  pass  of  asking  for  either." 

So  saying,  he  filled  a  quart  flagon  from  s  band 
that  stood  nigh,  and  presented  it  to  his  goesL  Oliftf 
ea^riy  accepted  it,  raised  it  to  his  head  with  s  tre*; 
bhng  hand,  imbibed  the  contents  with  lips  wbieb  qv 
vered  with  emotion,  and,  though  the  potatioD 
thin  as  be  had  requested,  eo  much  was  he  exi 
'  with  the  combined  feare  of  alarm  and  of  fonncr 
ry,  that  when  he  placed  the  flagon  on  the  oak 
be  uttered  a  deep  sigh  of  satisfhction,  and 
ailent. 

"  Well,  now  you  have  had  your  draught,  goeej^' 
sakl  the  Smith,  "  what  is  it  in>n  want?  Wbeic  H 
those  that  threatened  you  7    I  coukj  see  no  one."  J 

"  No— but  there  were  twenty  chaaed  ns  into  fl 
wynd,"  said  Oliver.  "  But  when  they  saw  ne  tam 
ther,  you  know  they  loat  the  courage  that  broa|ibtf| 
of  them  upon  one  of  ua."  J 

"  Nay,  do  not  trifle,  friend  Oliver,"  repbsd  V^h^ 
"  my  mood  liaa  not  that  way." 
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"I  jest  not,  hf  St  John  of  Perth.  I  have  been 
8tma  and  mouy  outraged  (gliding  his  hand  aenai- 
tivaly  over  the  piace  afTeetadiDy  mad  David  of  Roth- 
aay,  roaring  Ramomfi  and  toe  reat  of  them.  They 
made  me  arink  a  firkin  of  Malvoiaie." 

"  llioa  apeakeat  folly,  man— Ramorny  is  aick  nigh 
to  death,  aa  the  potter-carrier  every  where  reporta ; 
they  and  he  cannot  aarely  riae  at  midnight  to  do  auch 

."I  cannot  tell,"  replied  Oliver;  "but  I  saw  the  par- 
ty by  tofch-Ught,  and  I  can  make  bodily  oath  to  the 
bonneto  I  made  for  them  ainoe  last  Innocent's.  They 
■re  of  a  quaint  device,  and  1  should  know  my  own 
■dtch." 

*'WeU,  thou  mayat  have  had  wroitK"  anawered 
Henry.  "  If  thou  art  in  real  danger,  I  wul  cauae  them 
■Bt  a  oed  for  thee  here.  But  you  must  fill  it  present- 
ly, for  I  am  not  in  the  humour  of  talking." 

"Nay,  I  would  thank  thee  for  my  ouartera  for  a 
night,  only  my  Maudie  will  be  angry— that  is,  not  an- 
gry, for  that  I  caze  not  for— but  the  truth  ia^  ahe  is 
over  anxious  on  a  revel  night  like  thia,  knowing  my 
Iwmaur  ia  like  thine,  for  a  word  and  a  blow." 

"  Why.  then,  go  hom^"  aaid  the  Smith,  "  and  ahow 
her  that  her  treaaure  ia  m  aafety,  Maater  OIiver-*the 
ameta  are  quiet— and,  to  speak  a  blunt  word,  I  would 
he  alone." 

"Nay,  but  I  have  things  to  speak  with  thee  about 
of  moment,"  replied  Oliver,  who,  afraid  to  atay, 
aeemed  yet  unwilUng  to  go.  "  There  haa  been  a  stir 
in  our  city  council  about  the  affair  of  St  Valentine's 
Bvao.  The  Provost  told  me  not  four  hours  since. 
that  the  Douglas  and  he  had  agreed  that  the  feud 
afaoold  he  decided  by  a  yeoman  on  either  part,  and 
that  our  acquaintance,  the  Devil's  Dick,  was  to  wave 
faia  gentry,  and  take  up  the  cause  for  Douglas  and  the 
aobk9B,  and  that  yon  or  I  ahould  fight  tor  the  Fair 
City.  Now,  though  I  am  the  elder  burgess,  yet  I  am 
witting,  for  the  love  and  kindneas  we  nave  alwaya 
borne  to  each  other,  to  give  thee  the  precedence,  and 
content  myaelf  with  the  numbler  office  of  stickler."* 

Henry  Smith,  though  angry,  could  acarce  forbear 
namole. 

"If  it  is  thai  which  breaka  thy  quiet  and  keepa 
thee  out  of  thy  bed  at  midnight  I  will  make  the  mat- 
ter eaay.  Thon  shalt  not  lose  the  advantage  offered 
thee.  I  have  fousht  a  score  of  duels— far,  rar  too  ma- 
ny. Thou  hast,  1  think,  only  encountered  with  thy 
wooden  Soldan— it  were  unjust— unfaii^-unkind— in 
me  to  abuae  thy  friendly  offer.  So  go  home,  good 
Ulow,  and  let  not  the  fear  of  losing  nonour  disturb 
chy  ammbera.  Reat  aaaured  that  thou  shalt  answer 
the  challenge,  as  good  right  thou  hast  having  had  in- 
jnry  from  thia  rough  rider." 

"'Gkaimercy,  and  thank  thee  kindly,"  said.  Oliver, 
mnch  embarrassed  by  his  friend's  unenected  defer- 
eooe;  "thou  art  the  good  friend  I  have  always 
tfaooght  thee.  But  I  have  as  much  friendship  for 
Henry  Smith,  aa  he  for  Oliver  Proudfiite.  I  awear 
by  St  John,  I  will  not  fight  in  this  quarrel  to  thy 
prejudice.  So,  having  said  so,  I  am  beyond  the  reach 
of  temptation,  ainoe  thou  woiudst  not  have  me  man- 
awom,  though  it  were  to  fight  twenty  duels." 

"  Hark  thee,"  aaid  the  Smith,  "  acknowledge  thou 
art  afraid,  Oliver ;  tell  the  honest  truth,  at  once,  other- 
wise I  leave  thee  to  make  the  beat  of  thy  quarrel." 

^'Nay,  good  gossip,"  replied  the  Bonnet-maker, 
"thouknoweatl  am  never  afraid.  But,  in  sooth, 
tfaia  is  a  desperate  ruffian ;  and  aa  I  have  a  wife— poor 
Maudie,  thou  knoweat— and  a  small  family,  and 
thou" 

"And  I,"  interrupted  Henry,  hastily,  "have  none, 
and  never  ahall  have." 

"Why,  truly— auch  being  the  case— I  would  rather 
ibon  fought* at  this  combat  than  I." 

"  Now,  by  our  hotidame.  gossip,"  anawered  the 
Smith,  "  thon  art  eaaily  gulled  I  Know,  thou  ailly 
foUow,  that  Sir  Patrick  Charteria,  who  ia  ever  a  naer- 
ry  man,  hath  but  jeated  with  thee.  Doat  thou  think 
He  would  venture  the  honour  of  the  city  on  thy  head  1 
at  that  I  would  yield  thee  the  precedence  m  which 

•  The  weoada  in  ueieiit  tingle  eombnu  ware  fo  eslM,  flrom 
ftf  wUtt  sdea*  whieh  Umt  enrriml,  in  •mbtom  of  tiMir  dntf, 
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auch  a  matter  waa  to  be  diaputed  1  Laek-a-day,  go 
home,  let  Maudie  tie  a  warm  nightcap  on  thv  head ; 
get  thee  a  warm  breakfast,  and  a  cup  of  distifled  wa- 
ters, and  thou  wilt  be  in  caae  to-morrow  to  fight  thy 
wooden  dromond,  or  Soldan,  aa  thou  call'at  him,  the 
only  thing  thou  wilt  ever  lay  downright  blow  upon." 
Ay,  aay'st  thou  so,  comrade?"  answered  Oliver, 
much  relieved,  yet  deeming  it  necessary  to  seem  in 
part  offended.  "  I  care  not  for  thy  dogged  humour ; 
It  is  well  for  thee  thou  canat  not  wake  my  patience  to 
the  point  of  falling  foul.  Enough-'we  are  gossip?  and 
this  house  ia  thine.  Why  should  the  two  beat  bladea 
in  Perth  daah  with  each  other  1  What !  I  know  thy 
rugsed  humour,  and  can  foigive  it— But  ia  the  feud 
really  soldered  up  Y* 

"  As  completely  aa  ever  hammer  fixed  rivet"  aaid 
the  Smith.  "  The  town  hath  given  the  Johnston  a 
purse  of  gold,  for  not  ridding  them  of  a  troubleaome 
fellow  caDed  Oliver  Proudfute,  when  he  had  him  at 
hia  mercy ;  and  thia  puree  of  gold  buys  for  the  Pro- 
vost the  Sleepless  Isle,  which  the  King  granta  him, 
for  the  King  pays  all  in  the  long  run.  And  thua,  Sir 
Patrick  gets  the  comely  Inch,  which  is  opposite  to  hia 
dwelling,  and  all  honour  is  saved  on  both  sidea,  for 
what  is  given  to  the  Provost,  is  given,  you  under- 
stand, to  the  town.  Besides  all  this,  the  Douglas  hath 
left  Perth  to  march  against  the  Southron,  who,  men 
say,  are  called  into  the  Marches  by  the  false  Earl  of 
March.  So  the  Fair  City  ia  quit  of  him  and  his  cum- 
ber." 

"But  in  St  John's  name,  how  came  all  that 
about"  aaid  Oliver,  "  and  no  one  spoken  to  ebout  it  T' 

"  Why,  look  thee,  friend  Oliver,  this  I  take  to  have 
been  the  caae.  The  fellow  whom  1  cropped  of  a 
hand,  is  now  said  to  have  been  a  servant  of  Sir  John 
Ramomy's^  who  hath  fled  to  hia  mother-land  of 
Fife,  to  which  Sir  John  himself  is  also  to  be  baniah- 
ed,  with  full  consent  of  every  honest  man.  Now, 
any  thing  which  brings  in  Sir  John  Ramorny,  touches 
a  much  greater  man— I  think  Simon  Olover  told  aa 
much  to  Sir  Patrick  Charteria.  If  it  be  as  I  gueeSi  I 
have  reason  to  thank  Heaven,  and  all  the  saintfl^  I 
stabbed  him  not  upon  the  ladder  when  I  made  him 
prisoner." 

"And  I  too  thank  Heaven,  and  all  the  aaints, 
most  devoutly,"  sakl  Oliver.  "  I  waa  behind  thee, 
thou  knoweat  and" 

"  No  more  of  that  if  thou  be'st  wise— Then  are 
laws  against  striking  princes,"  said  the  Smith; 
"  best  not  handle  the  horseshoe  till  it  cools.  All  is 
hushed  up  now." 

"  If  this  be  BO,"  said  Oliver,  partly  disconcerted, 
but  still  more  relieved,  by  the  intelligence  he  receiv- 
ed from  his  better  informed  friend,  "  I  have  reaaon  to 
complain  of  Sir  Patrick  Charteria  for  jeating  with  the 
honour  of  an  honest  burgess,  being,  aa  he  ia,  Provoat 
of  our  town." 

"  Do,  Oliver ;  challenge  him  to  the  field,  and  he 
will  bid  his  yeoman  looae  his  dogs  on  thee.— But 
come,  night  wears  apace,  will  you  be  ahogmngT* 

"  Nay,  I  had  one  word  more  to  aay  to  thee,  good 
gossip.    But  first  another  cup  of  your  cold  ale."^ 

"  Pest  on  thee,  for  a  fool  I  Thou  makest  me  wish 
thee  where  cold  liquors  are  a  scarce  commodity.— 
'There,  swill  the  barrelful  an  thou  wilt" 

Oliver  took  the  aecond  flagon,  but  drank,  or  rawer 
seemed  to  drink,  very  slowly,  in  ord^  to  gain  tone 
for  considering  how  he  should  introduce  ma  aeoond 
aobject  of  converaation,  which  aeemed  rather  deli- 
cate for  the  Smith's  present  state  of  irritability.  At 
length,  nothing  better  occurred  to  him  than  to  plunge 
into  the  subject  at  once,  with,  "  I  have  aeen  Simon 
Olover  tOH " 


ver  to-day,  goasip." 

Well,"  aaid^the  Smith,  in  a  low,  deep,  and  stsni 
tone  of  voice,  "  and  if  thou  haat  what  ia  that  to  ineT' 

"  Nothing-nothing,"  answered  the  appalled  Boa- 
net-maker.  "Only  I  thought  you  might  uke  to 
know  that  he  questioned  me  close,  if  I  had  aeen  tjMS 
on  St  Valentine'a  day.  after  the  uproar  t.m  Do- 
minicans', and  in  what  company  thon  wert. 

"  And  I  warrant  thou  told'st  him  thou  mef  at  ma 
with  a  glee- woman,  in  the  mitk  loaning  yonder  T' 

"  Thou  know'at  Hennr,  I  have  no  fplt  at  lyingi 
but  I  made  it  all  up  with  Bia." 
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"  Ai  bow,  I  praT  you?"  Hid  ths  Smith. 
"  M»r:y,  ihui— Father  Simon,  aiid  I,  y 
i  msn,  »nd  know  nol  ihe  qiuli"-  -'  — 


XVtI. 


le  I  helped  ihcc  HI  need'!' 


I  and  coDipoainfi  deadly  feuda.  And 
re  an  II  one  of  joy  and  pleaauiT,  m«t  tl  i 
f  UR  in  who»e  '  liaaic  wiih  all  our  forces,  lo  ibe  ti»vut  ui  .u^^  » 
ihiiik  now,  he  i  own  our  away,  K-hen  (hey  chance,  by  e«il  fortune,  to 
ips,  ihal  he  baa  Lieeomc  the  pnaonera  of  care  and  hyijochondriac  mi- 
ner 1  Ko  auch  lady.  I  apeak  In  relaiiun  chiefly  lo  Sir  John,  nhon] 
lake  oaih  to  it,    the  vulvar  call  Rainotny.    ^^c  haic  noi  aeea  him 


ihal  when  1 . 

■bould  place  ....  

me  enlitely.    Come,  i 


ihinjf  could  not  see  why  he 
jmcnt,  il  ia,  Juieoua  son.— Hi 
les  like  ihee  i  iid  you  IcRally  ii: 
cad.  to  sink  '  fvemne'a  revclel 

and  mayat      "  I  <^d.  my  Ion 


La  pan  o(  ihii 


broken  ncckin  ilia „ ^..  , 

or  I  will  put  yon  la  the  door  with  head  and  eliouldcra 

"  Ha,  bar'  nclaiincd  Olivet,  lau^^hing  «ii)i  aomo 

HHi  Hoasip  llcnr)'.  will  thou  not  taken  turn  with 
ma  to  my  own  bonar,  in  the  Meal  Vcnall  7" 

"  Curve  thee,  no,"  anawvrnJ  the  ijiuitii. 

"  I  will  beaiow  tbi-  wine  on  thee,  if  thou  wilt  ga," 
•■id  Oliver. 

"  I  will  beslow  the  cudgel  on  thee,  if  thou  stay'al," 
aiid  Henry. 

"N.v.  ih 


will  don  thy  hnff- 

_.,  i*iih  ihy  iWBshinp 

E  tby  pibruch  of,  '_  litolten  Boni 


:1k  «*iih  ihy  iWBshinp  step, 

i  pibroch  of,  '  Broken  Botii 
ey  lake  me  for  tbec,  there 


Loncnrly ;' 
the  ficnd'i 


"  Take  all  or  any^thing  thou  will,  in  ih 

"*"well"wcU,  B'aCwc  ehall  meet  when  lliou  bM  in 

better  humour,"  said  Oliver,  who  had  put  on  IbedmH. 

"  Oo— and  may  I  never  see  thy  eoxconibly  face 


Oliver  at  laat  relieved  bia  host  by  awiateniiR  olE 
imilaling,  aa  well  as  lie  could,  the  attirdy  atf^i  and 
outwatil  gesture  of  Ilia  redoubted  companion,  and 
wbialUnK  a  pibroch,  Rmipoacd  on  the  rom  of  ihe 
Danes  at  Loncany,  which  he  had  picked  up  IVom  i 
bdns  a  fuvoiiritc  or  (he  Smith'a,  whom  he  made 
pointofimilntini!  aa  far  as  bi-  could.  Kul  aa  ilic  ii>-  i  h),  i 
nocent,  thoufih  conciiied  fellow,  aiepped  out  frorr  i  wbich 

vri^h^lh" H^nb  Siree^'ii"  "rcw'i"^  a  Wo™"fromV- 
hind,  againBi  which  hia  head-piece  waa  no  defence, 
and  heieil  deail  upon  the  spui  i  an  allempi  lo  mutter 
ibe  name  of  Henry,  to  whom  he  alwaya  looked  for 
protection,  quivering  upon  hia  dyine  longue. 


since  hiuher  powi .__  . 

-'  'east  take  n  mirthful  leave  of  ai 
I  ao  dcliytrcd  il,  my  kitd,"  an 


HiKhiic^'a  diiifilRdFurb  a) 


d  in  wriiinc,  he  ihat  iwiuea 
II  B  clerk  f'_ 

lircd^hariMd 

iiiTiiKaFurb'and  doubiinii  imolt  in  w> 


"Why  il  waa  wiacly  done,"  aaid  the  Prince,— who, 
we  need  nol  inlorm  the  inlrlliKeni  reader,  bad  a 
belter  title  to  be  ao  cntk'd,  than  aroae  from  the 
humoura  of  the  evening,— "it  was  prudently  dona 
to  keep  li((ht-ton(niol  oonipaniuns  out  of  ibe  way. 
But  Sir  iohn'a  ahai-niin);  liiniBelf  from  uorBoiemn 
revels,  su  lon«  Imfore  decreed,  ia  tlai  mutiny,  anddja- 
clamelion  of  allegiance.  Or,  if  the  kniicht  be  really 
the  priaoner  of  ilhie«fi  and  inelanrholy,  we  mual  our- 
■elf  craec  him  with  a  villi,  aenng  there  can  be  no 
better  cure  for  ihoienialadivB  than  our  own  preaenCA 
and  n  Bcnile  kiaa  of  the  calnba^h.— Forward,  ushen, 
minalnlt,  eunid,  and  ntleridanlB !  Bear  on  hiKb  the 
great  emblem  of  our  dicinily-~Up  with  the  calibaata, 


CHAPTER  XVII 


Wii 


rovellen 


priiuH.— FdJifd/. 


nboi 


bafore,   witnesaed.    »i.i.    ,^„   ^u„^,..u-  ^, ^ 

Oliver  a  feai  of  ability,  being  the  laat  which  the  poor 
Bonnet-maker  waa  ever  to  exhibit,  and  al  Ihe  haaiy 
tatreai  which  had  followed  it,  animated  by  iheir  wild 
•bout.  After  they  hnil  laughed  their  fill,  ihey  paaaed 
OD  their  mirthful  path,  in  frolic  and  jubilee,  atopping 
uul  ftigbtening  aonie  of  the  people  whom  they  met  -, 

t_.  z L J  without  doing  Ihem  any  ae- 

hcir  persons  or  frelinga.    At 
imblo,  iheir  ebief  gave  a  ng- 


rwDB  ujury,  either  in 
ungih,  tired  with  bia 
nartohia  merrymen  to 


tiretl  with  bia  i 

'~  We, ' 

he  aaid,  "  ihe  real  King*  i 

worth  commanding.    We  away  tbe  hours  when  tl 

«rine-eup  circulalea,  and  when  baauty  becomes  kin 

when  Frolic  ia  awalui.  and  Gravity  anoriitg  upon  b 

pallet.    We  leave  to  our  vicegeient.  King  Robert,  it 

weaiy  taak  of  controltitig  ambitkiua  noble*,  vratif] 

uut  greedy  clergymen,  aubduing  wild  IGghlander 


Tlrt«*liBlion|  ""J™ 


uSafoiEUtd  br  nob  iwuiiBig 


SE'i 


— -■gard  to  tlirir  Mala  of  iteadineaa. 

Their  burden  ia  weighty  and  prceioua,  and  if  theboU 
ia  not  in  our  cyca,  they  accm  to  us  lo  reel  and  slaggH 
more  than  were  doairoble.  Now,  move  on,  sin,  un 
let  our  minatrels  blow  their  hhlhcel  and  boldest." 

On  they  went  with  lipiy  mirth  and  jollity,  tbe 
numerous  tnrchea  flashing  their  red  light  agaiDSl  lbs 
small  windou'a  of  the  narrow  atieeti,  IVom  whence 
niubtcappod  bouaeboldera,  and  someiimea  their  wins 
tu  booi.  peeped  oul  by  siealib  to  see  what  wild  waa- 
aail  diiturbed  Ihe  peaceful  sireeia  at  that  unwonlid 
hour.  AI  length  Ihe  jolly  train  halted  before  ihedoor 
of  Sir  John  Himomy's  house,  wbich  a  amalt  oomt 
divided  from  ihe  afreet. 

Here  they  knocked,  thundered,  and  halloed,  with 
many  denunciaiione  of  vengeance  igaloal  the  raoi- 
eanta,  who  lefuaed  to  open  the  gatcK  Tbe  leaM 
puniahmeni  ihrealrned  wii  impiisoninetit  in  an 
empty  hagahcad,  within  the  Mesaamofot  of  the 
Prince  of  Paaiimea'  feudal  palace,  videlieet,  the  ■!•- 
cellar.  But  Eiiot,  Ramornjfa  page,  heard  aad 
knew  well  the  cbaracleT  of  the  intruder*  wbo  knock' 
cd  K>  boldly,  and  thought  it  better,  coiMidenDK  Ua 
maater'a  coiidilwn,  to  make  no  answer  al  uL  ■ 
hopea  that  the  revel  woold  paat  on.  than  lo  atlBW 
to  deprecate  their  proceedings,  whieb  ha  knew  aiMi 
be  10  no  purpose.  Hia  maatn'a  bedroomlatdtiagintD 
a  111  lie  uarden,  his  page  hoped  he  might  not  he  dimub- 
ed  by  lEe  noiae :  aiidhe  wia  confidenl  in  Ihettr^lh 
of  the  ouiward  gale,  upon  which  he  raaolved  (D*r 
ahould  beal  till  ihcy  tiled  ihemaelvea,  or  till  the  tooa 
of  their  drunken  humour  should  change.    "He  i» 

t  Tin  JMuiMn.  w  lluf  Mm,  Ih*  prinolpal  aiiiiiii  tt 
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vellers  accordiiisly  seomcd  likely  to  ezhnust  thcni- 
s»Tes  in  the  noise  they  made  by  shouting  ond 
as  tfie  door,  when  their  mock  Prince  (alaa.  .^w 
really  such)  upbraided  them  as  lazy  and  dull  fol- 
lowrrs  of  the  god  of  nnnc  and  of  mirth. 

"  Bring  forward,"  he  said,  "our  key— yonder  it  lies, 
and  appn*  it  to  this  rebellious  gate." 

The  key  he  pointi'd  at  waa  a  large  beam  of  wood, 
ku  on  one  aide  of  the  atrect,  with  the  u»unl  neaflect 
''f  order  characteristic  of  a  Scottish  borough  of  the 
period. 

The  ahouting  men  of  Ind  instantly  raised  it  in  their 
VTn«,  and,  supporting  it  by  their  united  strength,  ran 
a^inst  the  d(K>r  with  auch  force,  that  hnsp^'  hinge, 
4S(|  staple  jingled,  and  gave  fair  promise  of  yielding. 
Eliot  did  not  choose  to  wait  the  extrrmitv  of  tins 
biiicry;  he  came  forth  inti»  the  court,  and  after  some 
□omeniary  nuctiiions  for  forin'H  sake,  caused  the|x>r- 
hr  to  undo  the  gate^  as  it'  he  had  for  the  fir^t  tune 
.i-cusoiscd  the  midnight  visitors. 

"  Ftdae  slaw  of  an  unfaithful  mnsier,"  said  the 
Pr.!xci\  "whenf  is  our  fli.sloyal  subject.  Sir  John 
Rxmorny,  who  has   proved   recreant  to  our  sum- 


mons 


■itf 


"My  lord,"  said  Evioi.  iMH-ing  at  once  to  the  real 
uui  to  the  assumed  dignity  of  the  leader;  "my  mas- 


hem-  I  to  Sn-  John  Rnmoriiy  the  comfort,  the  elevation  of 
beat- !  heart,  the  lubrication  of  lung^  and  lightness  of  fane/, 
!  too  which  nre  lii*  choicest  gifts,  while  the  faithful  follow- 
er, who  qiiafTsin  his  sttritj,  «,hal|  have  ihc qualms,  the 
sickness,  xhv.  racking  of  the  npr>e.«,  the  dimness  of 
the  eyes,  and  tlu:  throblung  of  the  hrnin,  with  which 
our  great  mastir  cnialifn-n  gifr^  which  would  else 
make  us  to(»  like  tlur  pods.— What  say  vou.  Evict? 
will  you  be  the  faithful  follower  that  will  quaff  in 
your  lord's  behalr',  and  as  his  representative?  Do 
this,  and  we  will  hold  oiirselvts  contented  to  depart, 
for,  methinks,  our  sulijcct  doth  look  somotning 
ghastly,'' 

"I  would  do  any  thing  in  my  slif^ht  power,"  said 
Kviot,  "to  save  my  innstir  from  a  draught  which 
may  be  his  death,  and  your  Ciraci'  fr»im  the  sense 
that  you  had  occasioned  it.  But  ht;re  is  one  who  will 
pt^rform  the  feat  of  goixl-will,  and  thank  your  High- 
ness to  boot." 

"  Whom  have  we  here  ?"'  said  th«'  Piince,  "  a  butch- 
er—and I  think  fresh  from  his  otWrv.  Do  butchers 
ply  their  craft  on  FastiTii'y  Kve '?  Fob,  how  ho 
smells  of  blood !" 

This  was  spoken  of  IVuithron.  wln),  nartly  sur- 
prised at  the  tumult  in  the  hous«>,  wlu  re  ne  hnd  cx- 
pecl»>d  tti  find  nil  dark  and  silent,  and  pan iy  stupid 


•ii  is  just  now  very  much  indisposed- he  has  taken  through  the  wine,  which  the  wn.t»h  had  drunk  in 
u  opiate — and- your  Hii^hiiess  must  excuse  me  if  1  I  great  qua'ititie.-,  stooti  in  the  thn  shold  of  rhp  door, 
domydutv  to  him  ill  saying,  he  cannot  be  spoken  with  i  siarimr  al  the  scene  before  him,  with  Win  buff-coat 
vjihout  Janeerof  his  life.  splasli'd  with  bl 


I    ■  loo<l,  and  a  bl(Mxly  axe  in  his  hand,  cx- 

"Tush  !  tell  me  not  of  danger,  Master  Teviot—  !  hibiting  a  ghastly  and  disgusting  .*ii)cctac]e  to  the  rc- 

Cheviol—Eviot— what  is  it  they  call  thee?-- But  show    vellers,  who  felt,  thou!;li  tluy  could  not   tell  why, 

me  thy  master's  chamber,  or  rather  undo  me  the    " 

door  of  his  lodging,  and  I  will  make  a  good  guess  at 

n  myself.- Bear  nigh  the  calabash,  my  brave  fol- 

I'Ahiers,  and  see  thai  you  spill  not  a  drop  of  the  liquor, 

which  Dan  Racchus  has  sent  for  the  cure  of  all 

diseases  of  the  body,  and  cares  of  the  mind.  Advance 

i\  1  say,  and  let  us  see  the  holy  rind  which  encloses 

^:cb  precious  liquor." 
The  Prince  made  his  way  into  the  house  accord- 


ingly, and,  acquainted  with  Us  interior,  ran  up  stairs, 
followed  by  Eviot,  in  vain  imploring  silence,  and, 
with  the  rest  of  the  rabble  rout,  burst  into  the  room 
cf  the  wounded  master  of  the  loiiging. 

He  who  has  experienced  the  sensation  of  being 
compelled  to,  sleep  in  spile  of  racking  bodily  pains, 


fear  as  well  as  dislike  at  his  presence. 

As  they  approached  the  calabash  to  this  ungainly 
and  tniciilent-looking  savage,  and  as  he  exiendod  a 
hand  soiled,  as  it  st.>emed,  with  blood,  to  grasp  it,  the 
Prince  called  out,— 

"Down  stairs  with  him !  let  not  the  wretch  drink 
in  our  presence:  find  him  souk;  other  vessel  than  our 
holy  calabash,  the  emblem  of  our  revcls--a  swine's 
trough  were  b«.st,  if  it  could  beconii;  by.  Away  with 
him !  let  him  be  drenched  to  purpose,  in  atonement 
for  his  master's  soliHcty.— I^^ave  me  alone  with  Sir 
John  Ramorny  and  his  page ;  by  my  honour,  I  like 
not  von  ruffian's  looks." 

Tne  attendants  of  the  Prince  left  the  apartment, 
and  Rviot  alone  remained. 


bf  UK  administration  of  a  strong  opiate,  and  of  "I  fear,"  said  the  Prince,  approaching  the  bed  in 
hiving  been  again  startled  by  noise  and  violence,  out  !  diffcnmt  form  from  that  which  he  had  hitherto  used 
of  the  unnatural  state  of  insensibility  in  %vhich  he  had  i  — "  I  fear,  my  dear  Sir  John,  that  this  visit  has  been 


beeo  plunged  by  the  potency  of  the  medicine,  may  be  >  unwelcome :  but  it  is  your  own  fault.  Although  you 
ibic  to  imagine  the  confused  and  alarmed  state  of  j  know  our  old  wont,  and  were  yourself  participant  of 
87  John  Ramomy's  mind,  and  the  ngony  nf  his  bodv,  1  our  schemes  for  the  evening,  you  have  not  come  near 
*kich  acted  and  re-actod  upon  each  other.  If  we  add  us  /-ince  St.  Valentine's— it  is  now  Fastern's  Even, 
to  these  feelings  the  consciousness  of  a  criminal  coin- 
mad^  sent  forth  and  in  the  act  of  being  executed,  it 
oajipve  U9  some  idea  of  an  awakening,  to  which,  in 
tbc  mind  of  the  party,  eternal  sleep  would  he  a  far 
miierable  doom.  The  groan  which  he  uttered  as  the 
nm  symptom  of  returning  sensation,  had  something 
B  it  so  terrific,  that  even  the  revellers  were  awed 
Bito  momentary  silence ;  and  as,  from  the  half  re- 
comLent  posture  in  which  he  hnd  gone  to  sleep,  he 


and  the  desertion  i.i  flat  disobedience  and  treason 
to  our  kingdom  of  mirth,  and  the  statutes  of  the  cala- 
bash." 

Ramorny  raised  his  heod,  and  fixed  a  wavering 
eye  upon  the  Prince;  then  signed  to  Eviot  to  give  him 
something  to  drink.  A  large  cup  of  ptisan  waa  pre- 
sented by  the  pnge,  which  the  sick  man  swallowed 
with  eager  and  trembling  haste.  He  then  repeatedly 
used  the  stimulating  essence  left  for  the  purpose  by 


locked  around  the  room,  filled  wiili  fanta.<;tic  shapes,    the  leech,  and  seemed  to  collect  his  scattered  senses. 


"  Let  me  feel  your  pulse,  dear  Ramoniy,"  said  the 
Prince;  "I  know  stinieihing  of  that  craft.  -How? 
Do  you  offer  rnc  the  left  hnnd,  Sir  John  ?— that  is 
neither  according  to  the  rules  of  medicine  or  of 


court  CSV. 


"The  ri£;lit  has  already  done  it.-*  last  act  in  your 
Highness'  service,"  muttered  the  patient,  in  a  low 


tendered  still  more  so  by  his  disturbed  intellects,  he 
mattered  to  himself, — 

"It is  thus  then,  after  all,  and  Cue  legend  is  true! 
These  are  fiends,  and  lam  condemned  for  ever !  The 
flreisnotejccemal,  but  I  feel  it— I  feel  it  at  my  heart— 
bsniiog  as  if  the  »even  times  heated  furnace  were  do- 
■Ills  work  within !"  ,  *...^.......^    ...... 

nTnlehecastghastly  looks  around  him,  and  Strug-    and  broken  tone.  ..      . ,  ,  ... 

^  to  recover  some  share  of  recollection.  Eviot  ap-  ;  *'  How  mean  you  bv  th.ii  V  said  the  Prince.  *  I  am 
proiched  the  Prince,  and  falling  on  his  knees,  im-  i  aware  thy  follower.  Black  Qucntin,  lost  a  hand;  but 
Plored  him  to  allow  the  apartment  to  be  cleared.  he  can  steal  wnih  the  other  as  much  as  will  bring  him 

"It  may,"  he  Jwid,  "cost  mv  master  his  life."  to  the  gallows,  so  his  fate  cannot  be  much  altered. 

''Never  fear,  Cheviot,"  replied  the  Duke  of  Roth-       "It  is  not  that  fellow  who  has  had  the  loss  myour 
■yj  "  were  he  at  the  gates  of  death,  hero  is  what    Grace's  service-— it  m  I— John  of  Raniorny. 
Aoold  mtke  the  fiends  relinquish  their  prey.— Ad-       "  You !"  snid  the  Prince ;     you  jest  with  me,  or 
Tince  the  calabash,  my  masters."  the  opiate  still  masters  your  reason^ 

"It  is  death  for  him  to  taste  it  inhis  present  state," 
•id  Erioi ;  "  if  ho  drinks  wine  he  dies.'' 

■*  Some  one  must  drink  it  for  him,  he  shall  be  cured    ..  .*...^~  ~ - y  ,-,     .    , 

mriouily— and  may  our  great  Dan  Bacchus  deign    his  right  arm  from  beneath  the  cover  of  the  bed 


u 


CHROmCtES  OF  THE  CANQNOATE. 


(Obav.XVHI 


dotbeti  and  extendia^  it  towordj  the  Pnnee,  wrap- 
ped as  It  waa  ia  dresonga,  "WerQ  theae  undone  and 
remoTed,"  he  said,  "your  Highness  would  aee  that  a 
bloody  stump  is  all  that  remains  of  a  hand  erer  rea- 
dy to  unsheath  the  aword  at  your  Grace^s  alightest 
bidding." 

Rotbaay-etarted  back  in  horror.  "This,"  he  said, 
"  must  be  avenged !" 

"It  is  avenged  in  small  part,"  said  Ramomy; 
"  that  is.  I  thought  I  saw  Bonthron  but  now— or  was 
it  that  the  dream  of  hell  that  first  arose  in  my  mind 
when  I  awakened,  summoned  up  an  image  so  con- 

genial?    Eviot,  call  the  miscreant,— that  is,  if  he  is 
t  to  appear." 

Eriot  retired,  and  presently  returned  with  Bon- 
thron, whom  he  had  rescued  from  the  penance,  to 
him  no  unpleasing  infliction,  of  a  second  calabash  of 
wine,  the  brute  having  aorged  the  first  without  much 
apparent  alteration  in  nis  demeanour. 

Eviot,"  said  the  Prince,  "  let  not  that  beast  come 
nigh  me.  My  soul  recoils  from  him  in  fear  and  die- 
gust  ;  there  is  something  in  his  looks  alien  from  my 
nature,  and  which  I  shudder  at  as  at  a  loathsome 
snake,  from  which  my  instinct  revolts." 

"FHret  hear  him  siieak,  my  lord,"  answered  Ra- 
morny;  "unless  a  wme-skin  were  to  talk,  nothing 
could  use  fewer  words. — ^Hast  thou  dealt  with  him, 
Bonthron  7" 

The  aavage  raised  the  axe  which  he  still  held  in  his 
hand,  and  brought  it  down  again  edgeways. 

"  Good.  How  knew  you  your  man? — the  night,  I 
am  told,  is  dark." 

"  By  sight  and  sound,  garb,  gait,  and  whistle." 

"  Enough,  vanish !— and,  Eviot,  let  him  have  gold 
and  wine  to  his  brutish  contentment.— Vanish  !— and 
go  thou  with  him." 

"And  whose  death  is  achieved?"  said  the  Prince, 
released  from  the  feelings  of  disgust  and  horror  un- 
der which  he  suffered  while  the  assassin  was  in  pre- 
sence. "  I  trust  this  is  but  a  iest  ?  Else  must  I  call 
it  a  rash  and  savage  deed.  Who  has  had  the  hard 
lot  to  be  butchered  oy  that  bloodv  and  brutal  slave?" 

"One  iittle  better  than  himself."  said  the  patient ; 
"  a  wretched  artisan,  to  whom,  however,  fate  gave 
the  power  of  reducing  Ramomy  to  a  mutilated  crip- 

f»le--^  curse  go  with  his  base  spirit ! — his  miserable 
ife  is  but  to  my  revenge  what  a  drop  of  water  would 
be  to  a  fiimace.  I  must  speak  briefly,  for  my  ideas 
again  wander ;  it  is  only  the  necessity  of  the  moment 
which  keeps  them  together,  as  a  thong  combines  a 
handful  of  arrows.  You  are  in  danger,  my  lord~I 
speak  it  with  certainty — ^you  have  braved  Douglas, 
and  offended  your  uncle^ispleased  yonr  father- 
though  that  were  a  trifle,  were  it  not  for  the  rest." 

"I  am  sorry  I  havediapleased  my  father,"  said  the 
Prince,  (entirely  diverted  from  so  insignificant  a  thing 
as  the  slaughter  of  an  artissn,  by  the  more  impor- 
lailt  .subject  touched  upon,)  "  if  indeed  it  be  so.  But 
if  I  hve,  the  strength  of  the  Dous^  shall  be  broken, 
and  the  craft  of  Albany  shall  little  avail  him !" 

"Ay-i/— (/•.  My  lord,"  said  Ramorny.  "with 
•nch  oppositea  as  you  have,  you  must  not  rest  upon 
if  or  but— you  must  resolve  at  once  to  day  or  be  alain." 

"How  maen  yoa  Ramomy?  yonr  fever  makes 
you  rave,"  answersd  the  Duke  of  Rothsay. 

"No,  mv  lord."  said  Ramomy,  "were  my  Irenzy 
at  the  higheatfthe  thonghta  that  pass  through  my 
mind  at  this  moment  would  quslify  it.  It  may  be  that 
regret  for  my  own  loss  has  made  me  desperate ;  that 
anxious  thoughts  for  your  Higfaness's  safety  have 
made  me  nourish  bold  designs ;  but  I  have  all  the 
judgment  with  which  Heaven  has  gifted  me,  when 
1  tell  you,  that  if  ever  you  would  brook  the  Scottish 
crown,  nay,  more,  if  ever  you  would  see  another  St. 
Valentine's  day.  you  muar' 

"  What  is  it  that  I  must  do,  Ramorajr  ?"— saki  the 
Prince,  with  an  air  of  dignity;  "nothing  unworthy 
of  mvself;  I  hope  ?" 

"  Nothing,  certainly,  unworthy  or  misbecoming  a 
Prince  of  Scotland,  if  the  blood-stained  annala  of  our 
country  tell  the  tale  truly  |  but  that  which  may  well 
ahock  the  nsrves  of  a  prmce  of  mimes  and  merry- 
makers. 

"  At  command  of  my  father,"  aaswerad  the  Prince. 


"  Thou  art  aevera,  Sir  John  Rttnornr,"  Mid  ikm 
Duke  of  Rothsay,  with  an  air  of  dupleunro;  "  M 
thott  hast  dearly  bought  a  risht  to  cenaore  as  by  what 
thou  hast  lost  m  our  caose. 

"  My  Lord  of  Rothsay,"  aaki  the  knight,  "  tbeebi- 
nirgeon  who  dressed  this  mutilated  atumh  told  me 
that  the  more  I  felt  the  pain  his  knife  and  brand  »- 
flicted,  the  better  was  my  chance  of  recovery.  I  ahaO 
not,  therefore,  hesitate  to  hurt  your  feelinga,  while  by 
doing  80  I  may  be  Me  to  bring  you  to  a  aeoaa  ef 
what  is  neoesaaiv  for  your  safety.  Your  Grraoe  baa 
becBi  the  pupil  or  mirthful  folly  too  long;  yon  must 
now  assume  manly  poficvi  or  d6  crushed  like  a  haf- 
terfly,  on  the  boaom  of  theflower  you  are  aportincm." 

"  I  think  I  know  your  cast  of  morale,  Sir  John; 
you  are  weary  of  merry  folly,— the  churchmen  eaU  it 
vice,— and  long  for  a  httle  serious  crime.  A  muRMr, 
now,  or  a  massacre,  would  enhance  the  flavonr  a 
debauch,  aa  the  taste  of  the  olive  gives  zest  to  wina 
But  my  worst  acts  are  hot  merry  malice;  I  have 
no  relish  for  the  bloody  trade,  and  abhor  to  see  or 
hear  of  its  hekig  acted  even  on  the  meanest  caitifil 
Should  I  ever  fill  the  throne,  I  suppose,  like  my  father 
before  me,  I  must  drop  my  own  name,  and  be  dubbed 
Robert,  in  honour  of  the  Bruce— well,  an  if  it  be  so— 
every  Soots  lad  ahall  have  his  flagon  in  one  hand, 
and  the  other  around  his  lass's  neck,  and  manhood 
shall  be  tried  by  kisses  and  bumpers,  not  by  diiks  and 
dourlachs ;  ana  they  shall  write  on  my  grave,  *Hcfe 
lies  Robert,  fourth  of  bis  name.  He  won  not  battlea 
like  Robert  the  First.  He  rose  not  irom  a  count 
to  a  king  like  Robert  the  Second.  He  founded  not 
churches  hke  Robert  the  Third,  but  waa  contented  ta 
live  and  die  King  of  good  fellows !'  Of  all  ray  tws 
centuries  of  anoeators,  I  would  only  emulate  the 
fame  of 

*  Old  Kiflf  Coal. 

Who  Iwd  a  brown  bowL'  ** 

"  My  gracious  lord,"  said  Ramomy,  "let  mc  la- 
inind  you,  that  your  joyous  revels  involve  serious 
evils.  If  I  had  lost  this  hand  in  fighting  to  attain 
for  your  Grace  some  important  advantage  over  your 
too  powerful  enemies,  the  loss  would  never  have 
grieved  roe.  But  to  be  reduced  from  helmet  and  sted- 
coat,  to  biggen  and  gown,  in  a  night-brawl" 

"  Why,  tnere  again  now.  Sir  John"— interrupted 
the  reckless  Prince — "How  canst  thou  be  ao  unwor- 
thy as  to  be  for  ever  flinging  thy  bloody  hand  in  mj 
face,  as  the  shost  of  Gaekhall  threw  his  head  at  Sv 
William  Wallace  ?^  Bethink  thee,  thou  art  m<ne un- 
reasonable than  Fawdyon  himself;  for  wight  Wd- 
lace  had  swept  his  hesd  ofl*  in  somewhat  a  hasty 
humour,  whereaa  I  would  gladlv  stick  thy  hand  on 
again,  were  that  possible.  And,  nwk  thee,  aince  that 
cannot  be,  I  will  get  thee  such  a  substitate  aa  the 
steel  hand  of  the  oul  Knight  of  CarseloiQe,  with  which 
be  greeted  his  Iriends,  carcaaed  hia  wife,  bravvd  hii 
antagonists,  and  did  all  that  roigbt  be  done  by  a  baod 
of  flesh  and  blood,  in  ofienoe  or  defence.  Dcpeod  on 
it,  John  Ramomy,  we  have  much  that  ia  snperflBoyt 
about  us.  Man  can  aee  with  one  eye,  heur  with  one 
ear.  touch  with  one  hand,  smell  with  one  noatrilt 
snd  why  we  should  have  two  of  each,  (unlana  to  aop- 
ply  an  accidental  lose  or  injury,)  I  for  one  am  at  a 
loss  to  conceive." 

Sir  John  B;amomy  tumed  from  the  Prince  with  a 
low  groan. 

"  Nay,  Sff  John,"  aaid  the  Dukcu  "  I  am  qatt^m- 
rioua.  You  know  the  trudi  touchinar  the  knad  tf 
Steelhand  of  Carselogie  better  diaol,  onceMWW 
your  own  neighbour.  In  his  time,  that  corioaa  0h 
gine  could  only  be  made  in  Rome ;  but  I  will  wager 
an  hundred  merka  with  you,  that,  let  the  Perth  ar- 
mourer have  the  use  of  it  for  a  pattern,  Henry  of  tba 
Wynd  will  execute  aa  complete  an  imitatwn  aa  iS 
the  smiths  in  Roma  could  accomplish,  widi  all  the 
cardinals  to  bid  a  blesaing  on  the  work." 

"  I  could  venture  to  accept  your  wager,  my  kMrd,** 
answered  Ramomy,  bitterly,  ^  but  tb^  ia  no  tim 
for  foolery. — You  have  dismisaed  me  firom  your  ear- 
vice;,  at  command  of  your  tmcle?"  ■ 

"Upon  whom  your  uncle's  commands  are  iropera' 


•  Th«  psMan  reftmd  to  m  p«rimiM  the  aaoat  soetical  ow  ia 
BUad  nuTf*9  waiiMS.    Book  ▼.,  r.  im   »m. 
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tire,"  replied  Ramomy.  "  I  am  a  disgraced  man. 
tiUDwn  aaide^  as  I  may  now  fUng;  awajr  my  right  hand 
l^e,  01  a  thing  uaetess.  Yet  my  head  might  help 
TOO,  though  my  hand  be  gone,  la  your  Oraoe  dia- 
powd  to  listen  to  me  for  one  word  of  serious  import  7 
—fori  am  much  exhausted,  and  feel  my  force  sinking 
under  me." 

**  Speak  your  pleasure,"  said  the  Prince ;  "  thy  loss 
hinds  me  io  hear  thee ;  thy  bloody  stump  is  a  sceptre 
to  control  me.  Speak,  then,  but  be  merciAil  in  thy 
ttnngth  of  privilege." 

"  I  will  be  brief,  for  mine  own  sake  as  well  as 
thine;  indeed  I  have  but  little  to  say.  Douglas  places 
himself  immediately  at  the  head  of  his  vassals.  He 
will  assemble,  in  the  name  of  Kins  Robert,  thirty 
dioiisand  Borderers  whom  he  will  shortly  after  lead 
into  the  interior,  to  demand  that  the  Duke  of  Rothsay 
nooTf^  or  rather  restore,  his  dau^^ter  to  the  rank 
ud  pnvileges  of  his  Duchess.  King  Robert  will  yield 
to  tny  conditions  which  may  secure  peace — What 
wflltheDukedo?" 

''The  Duke  of  Rothsay  loves  peace,"  said  the 
Piinoe,  haughtily;  "  bat  he  never  leared  war.  Ere 
he  takes  back  yonder  proud  peat  to  his  table  and  his 
bed,  at  the  command  of  her  father,  Douglas  must  be 
Cng  of  Scotland." 

"  Be  it  so— but  even  this  is  the  less  pressing  peril, 
«qpecially  as  it  threatens  open  violence,  for  the  Doug- 
las works  not  in  secret." 

"  What  is  there  which  presses,  and  keeps  us  awake 
at  this  late  hour?  I  am  a  weary  man,  thou  a 
wounded  one,  and  the  very  tapers  are  blinking,  as  if 
tirad  of  our  conference." 

**  Tell  m&  then,  who  is  it  that  rules  this  kingdom 
of  Scotland  1"  said  Ramomy. 

"Robert,  third  of  the  namei"  said  the  Prince,  rais- 
ing his  bonnet  as  he  spoke ;  *  and  long  maybe  sway 
the  sceptre  1" 

"Troe,  and  amen."  answered  Ramomy;  "but 
who  sways  King  Robert,  and  dictates  almoat  every 
mnsore  which  tiie  good  King  pursues  7" 

,  My  Lord  of  Albany,  you  would  say,"  reolied  the 
Prince.  "Yes,  it  is  true  my  father  is  guided  almost 
entirely  by  the  counsels  of  nis  brother  ;  nor  can  we 
Uame  him  in  our  consciences.  Sir  John  Ramomy, 
for  little  hdp  hath  he  had  from  his  son." 
,^    Let  us  nelp  him  now,  my  lord,"  said  Ramomy. 

I  am  possessor  of  a  dreadful  secret— Albany  hath 
been  trafficking  with  me.  to  join  him  in  taking  your 
^^Iraoe's  life  1  He  offers  foil  pardon  for  the  past— high 
fcyour  for  the  future." 

How,  man — my  life?  I  trust,  though,  thou, dost 
only  mean  my  kinralom  ?  It  were  impious !— he  is  my 
fttber's  brother — tney  sat  on  the  knees  of  the  same 
ather— hy  in  the  bosom  of  the  same  mother— Out  on 
wee,  man  I  what  follies  they  make  thy  sick-bed  be- 
DSveP* 

"  Believe,  indeed !"  said  Ramomy.  "  It  is  new  to 
lae  to  be  termed  credulous.  But  the  man  through 
whom  Albany  communicated  his  temptations,  is  one 
whom  all  witl  believe,  so  sooii  as  he  liints  at  mis- 
^ief— even  the  medicaments  which  are  prepared  by 
his  hands  have  a  relish  of  poison." 

'Tosh  !  such  a  slave  would  slander  a  saint,"  re- 
wsd.  the  Prince.  "  Thou  art  duped  for  onco,  Ramor- 
By,  shrewd  as  thou  art.  Mv  uncle  of  Albany  is  am- 
bitioQs,  and  would  secure  for  himself  and  for  hiiB  house, 
a  larger  portion  of  power  and  wealth  than  he  ought 
m  reason  to  desire.  But  to  suppose  that  he  would 
dethrone  or  slay  his  brother's  son— Fie,  Ramomy  I 
pot  me  not  to  quote  the  old  saw,  that  evil  doers  are 
fn  diteaders— It  is  your  suspicion,  not  your  know- 
ledge, which  speaks." 

.  *nrour  Grace  is  fatally  deluded— I  will  put  it  to  an 
^■BaB.  The  Duke  of  Albany  is  generally  hated  for  his 
peed  and  covetousnesa— Your  Highness  is,  it  may 
he;  more  beloved  than" ,      „  ^        , 

Ramorny  stopped,  the  Prince  calmly  filled  up  the 
blank—"  More  beloved  than  I  am  honoured  1  It  is  so 
*  would  have  it,  Ramorny."  ,   , 

At  least,"  said  Ramorny,  "  you  ore  more  beloved 
than  you  aro  feared,  and  that  is  no  safe  condition  for 
e  prince.  But  give  me  your  honour  and  knightly 
word  that  you  will  not  resent  what  good  service^I 

a  w 


shall  do  in  your  behalf  and  lend  me  your  signet  to 
engage  fnends  in  your  name,  and  the  Duke  of  Albany 
shall  not  assume  authority  in  this  court,  till  the  wast- 
ed hand  which  once  terminated  this  stump  shall  be 
agam  united  to  the  body,  and  acting  in  obedience  to 
the  dictates  of  my  mind." 

'*  You  would  not  venture  to  dip  your  hands  in  rosral 
blood  V*  said  the  Prince,  sternly. 

"  Fie,  my  lord— at  no  rate— blood  need  not  be  shed ; 
life  may,  nay,  will,  be  extinguished  of  itself.  For 
want  of  trimming  it  with  fresh  oil,  or  screening  it 
from  a  breath  of  wind,  the  quivering  light  will  die  in 
the  socket.    To  suffer  a  man  to  die  is  not  to  kill  him." 

"  True— I  had  forgot  that  policy.  Well,  then,  sup- 
pose my  uncle  Albany  does  not  continue  to  live — I 
think  that  must  be  the  phrase— Who  then  rules  the 
court  of  Scotland  7" 

"  Robert  the  Tliird,  with  consent,  advice,  and  au- 
thority of  the  most  mighty  David,  Duke  of  Rothsay, 
Lieutenant  of  the  kingdom,  and  altbs  boo  ;  in  whose 
favour,  indeed,  the  good  King,  wearied  with  the  fa- 
tigues and  trouoles  of  sovereignty,  will,  I  guess,  be 
well  diq>osed  to  abdicate.  So  long  live  our  brave 
young  monarch,  King  David  the  Thuxi  I 

'JUe.  manu/ortis. 
Angiia  IMOU  in  Wfb.' " 

"And  our  father  and  predecessor,"  said  Rothsay, 
"  will  he  continue  to  live  to  pray  for  us,  as  our  beads- 
man, by  whose  favour  he  holds  the  privilege  of  lay- 
ing his  gray  hairs  in  the  grave  as  soon,  and  no  ear- 
lier, than  the  course  of  nature  permits  7— or  must  he 
also  encounter  some  of  those  negligences,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  men  cease  to  contmue  to  live,  and 
exchange  the  limits  of  a  prison,  or  of  a  convent  re- 
sembling one,  for  the  darlL  ana  tranquil  cell,  where 
the  priests  say  that  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling, 
and  the  weary  are  at  rest  7" 

"  You  speak  in  jest,  my  lord,"  replied  Ramomy : 
"  to  harm  the  good  old  King  were  equally  unnatural 
and  impolitic." 

"  Why  shrink  from  that,  man,  when  thy  whole 
scheme,^'  answered  the  Pnnce^  in  stern  displeasure, 
'*  is  one  lesson  of  unnatural  guilt,  mixed  with  short- 
sighted ambition?— If  the  King  of  Scotland  can 
scarcely  make  head  against  his  nobles,  even  now 
when  he  can  hold  up  before  them  an  imsuftied  and 
honourable  banner,  who  would  follow  a  prince  that 
is  blackened  with  the  death  of  an  uncle,  and  the  im- 
prisonment of  a  father  7  Why,  man,  thy  policy  were 
enough  to  revolt  a  heathen  divine,  to  say  nought  of 
the  council  of  a  Christian  nation. — Thou  wert  my  tu- 
tor, Ramorny,  and  perhaps  I  might  justly  upbraid  thy 
lessons  and  example,  for  some  of  the  follies  which 
men  chide  in  me.  Perhaps,  if  i Lhad  not  been  for  thee» 
I  had  not  been  standing  at  midnight  in  this  fqol*s 
guise,  (looking  at  his  dress,)  to  hear  an  ambitioua 
profligate  propose  to  me  the  murder  of  an  uncle,  the 
dethroning  of  the  best  of  fathers.  Since  it  is  nay 
fault,  OS  well  as  thmc,  that  has  sunk  me  so  deep  in 
the  gulf  of  infamy,  it  were  unjust  that  thou  alone 
shouTdst  die  for  it  But  darenot  to  renew  this  theme 
to  me,  on  peril  of  thy  life  1  I  will  proclaim  thee  to 
my  father— to  Albany— to  Scotland— throughout  ita 
length  and  breadth !  As  many  market  crosses  as  are 
in  the  land,  shall  have  morsels  of  the  traitor's  carcass, 
who  dare  counsel  such  horrors  to  the  Heir  of  Soot- 
land  !— Well  hope  I,  indeed,  that  the  fever  of  thy 
wound,  and  the  intoxicating  influence  of  the  cordiau 
which  act  on  thy  infirm  bram,  have  this  night  opera- 
ted on  thee,  rather  than  any  fixed  purpose." 

"  In  sooth,  my  lord,"  said  Kamorny,  *  if  I  have  said 
any  thing  which  could  so  greatly  exasperate  your 
Highness,  it  must  have  been  by  excess  of  zeal,  min- 
gl«l  with  imbecility  of  underatanding.  Surely  I,  of 
all  men,  am  least  likely  to  propose  amoitious  projects 
with  a  prospect  of  advantage  to  myself!  Alas !  my 
only  future  views  must  be  to  exchange  lance  and 
saddle  for  the  breviary  and  the  confessional.  The 
convent  of  Lindores  must  receive  the  maimed  and 
impoverished  Knight  of  Ramomy,  who  will  Uiera 
have  ample  leisure  to  meditate  upon  the  text,  Put 
not  thy  faith  in  princes.'  "  .... 

"  It  is  a  goodly  purpose,"  said  the  Pnnce,  and 
we  will  not  be  lacking  to  promote  it.    Our  aeparetioii. 
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1  thought,  would  have  been  but  for  a  time — it  must 
now  be  perpetual.  Certainly,  after  such  talk  as  we 
have  held,  it  were  meet  that  wo  should  live  asunder. 
But  the  convent  of  Lindores,  or  whatever  other  house 
receives  thee,  shnll  be  riclily  endowed  and  highly  fa- 
voured by  us.— And  now,  Sir  John  of  Ramorny,  sleep 
— sleep— and  forget  this  evil-omened  conversation, 
in  which  the  fever  of  disease  and  of  wine  has  rather, 
I  trust,  held  colloquy,  than  jrour  own  proper  thoughts. 
— Light  to  the  door,  Eviot.'' 

A  call  from  Eviot  summoned  the  attendants  of  the 
Prince,  who  had  been  sleeping  on  the  staircase  and 
hall,  exhausted  by  the  revels  of  the  evening. 

•'  Is  there  none  amongst  you  sober?"  said  the  Duke 
of  Roihsay,  disgusted  by  tho  appearance  of  his  at- 
tendants. 

"  Not  a  man— not  a  man,"  answered  the  followers, 
with  a  drunken  shout ;  *^wc  are  none  of  us  traitors 
to  the  Emperor  of  Merry-makers !" 

'  And  ore  all  of  you  turned  into  brutes,  then  ?"  said 
the  Prince. 

"In  obedience  and  imitation  of  your  Grace,"  an- 
swered one  fellow :  ''or,  if  we  are  a  little  behind  your 

Highness,  one  pull  at  the  pitcher  will" 

Peace,  beast!''  said  the  Duke  of  Rothsay;  "are 
there  none  of  you  8t:>ber,  I  say  T' 

"  Yes,  my  noble  liege."  was  the  answer ;  "  here  is 
one  false  brother.  Waikins,  the  Englishman." 

"Come  hither  then,  Watkins,  and  aid  me  with  a  torch 
— give  me  a  cloak,  too,  and  another  bonnet,  and  take 
away  this  trumperv,"  throwing  down  his  coronet  of 
feathers ;  "  I  would  I  could  throw  ofTall  my  follies  as 
easily.— English  Wnt,  attend  mc  alone, and  the  reat 
of  you  end  your  revelry,  and  dolTyour  mumming  hab- 
its. The  holy  tide  is  expended,  and  tho  Fast  has  be- 
gun." 

"  Our  monarch  bus  abdicated  sooner  than  usual 
this  night,"  said  one  of  the  revel  rout :  but  as  the 
Prince  gave  no  cncourogemeni,  such  as  happened  for 
the  time  to  want  the  virtue  of  sobriety,  endeavoured 
to  assume  it  as  well  as  thev  could,  ana  the  whole  of 
the  laie  rioters  began  to  adopt  the  appearance  of  a 
aet  of  decent  persons,  who,  having  been  surprised  in- 
to intoxic'ition,  endeavour  to  disguise  their  condition 
by  assuming  a  double  portion  or  formality  of  beha- 
viour. In  the  interim,  the  Prince,  having  made  a 
hasty  reform  in  his  dress,  was  lighted  to  the  door  by 
the  only  sober  man  of  the  company,  but,  in  his  pro- 
^ss  tiiither,  had  uell  nigh  stumbled  over  the  slecp- 
IDR  bulk  of  the  brute  Bonthron. 

'How  now— is  that  vile  beast  in  our  way  once 
more  7"  he  said,  in  answer  and  disgust.  "  Here,  some 
of  you,  toss  this  caitiffinto  the  horse-trough,  that  for 
once  in  his  \\i\>  he  may  be  washed  clean. 

Whili.'  the  irriin  executed  his  commands,  availing 
themselves  of  a  fountnin  which  was  in  the  outer  court, 
and  while  Konihron  underwent  a  discipline  which  he 
was  incapable  of  resisting,  otherwise  than  by  some 
inarticulate  groans  and  snorts,  like  those  of  a  dying 
boar,  the  Prince  proceeded  on  his  way  lo  his  apart- 
ments, in  a  mansion  called  the  ConstaDle's  lodgings, 
fhim  the  hnuse  being  the  property  of  the  Earls  of  Fr- 
rol.  On  thn  way,  to  divert  his  thoughts  from  the 
more  unpleasing  matters,  the  Prince  asked  his  com- 
panion how  ho  came  to  l>c  sober,  when  the  rest  of 
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ber  when  it  was  your  Grace's  pleasure  that  your  train 
should  be  mad  drunk :  but  in  respect  they  were  all 
Scottish  men  hut  myself,  I  thought  it  argued  no  poli- 

Sin  gettmg  drunken  in  their  company;  seeing  that 
ey  only  endure  me  even  when  we  are  all  sober,  and 
if  the  wine  were  uppermost,  I  might  tell  them  apiece 
of  my  mind,  and  be  paid  with  as  many  stabs  as  there 
are  skenes  in  the  good  company." 

"  So  it  is  vour  purpose  never  to  join  any  of  tho  re- 
vels of  our  housenold  ?" 

"  Under  favour,  yes ;  unless  it  be  your  Grace's  plea- 
sure that  the  residue  of  your  train  should  remain  one 
day  sober,  to  admit  Will  Watkins  to  get  dnink  with- 
out terror  of  his  life." 

"  Such  occasion  may  arrive.— Where  dost  thou 
■MTve,  Watkins?" 


"In  the  stable,  so  please  you." 

"  Let  our  chamberlain  bring  thee  into  the  house- 
hold, as  a  yeoman  of  the  night-watch.  I  like  thy  fa- 
vour, and  It  is  something  to  have  one  sober  fellow  in 
the  house,  although  he  is  only  such  through  the  fear 
of  death.  Attend,  therefore,  near  our  peraon,  and 
thou  shalt  find  sobriety  a  thriving  virtue." 

Meantime  a  load  of  care  and  fear  added  to  the  dis- 
tress of  Sir  John  Ramorny's  sick  chamber.  His  re- 
flections, disordered  as  thev'  were  by  the  opiste,  fell 
into  great  confusion  when  the  Prince,  in  whose  pre- 
sence he  had  suppressed  its  efiect  by  strong  resist- 
ance, had  left  the  apartment.  His  consciousness, 
which  he  had  possessed  perfectly  during  the  inter- 
view, began  to  be  very  much  disturbed.  He  felt  a 
general  sense  that  he  had  incurred  a  great  clanger ; 
that  he  had  rendered  the  Prince  his  enemy,  and  tost 
he  had  betrayed  to  him  a  secret  which  might  affect  his 
own  life.  In  this  state  of  mind  and  body,  it  was  not  - 
strange  that  he  should  cither  dream,  or  else  that  his 
diseased  organs  should  become  subject  to  that  spcdes 
of  phantasmagoria  which  is  excited  br  the  use  of 
opium.  He  thought  that  the  shade  of  Queen  Anna- 
bella  stood  by  his  bedside,  and  demanded  the  yoath 
whom  she  had  placed  under  his  charge,  simple,  vir- 
tuous, gay,  and  innocent. 

"Thou  hast  rendered  him  reckless,  dissolute,  and 
vicious,"  said  the  shade  of  pallid  Majesty.  "Yet,  I 
thank  thee,  John  of  Ramoniy,  ungrateful  to  me,  ftut 
to  thy  word,  and  treacherous  to  my  hopes.  Thy 
hate  shall  counteract  the  evil  which  thy  friendship 
has  done  to  him.  And  well  do  I  hope,  that,  now 
thou  art  no  longer  his  counsellor,  a  bitter  penance  od 
earth  may  purchase  my  ill-fa teid  child  pardon  and  •,' 
acceptance  in  a  better  world." 

Ramorny  stretched  out  his  arms  af^r  his  bene- 
factress, and  endeavoured  to  express  contrition  and 
excuse;  but  the  countenance  of  the  apparition  h^- 
came  darker  and  sterner,  till  it  was  no  longer  that  of  . 
the  late  Queen,  but  presented  the  gloomv  and  haugh- 
ty asi>ect  of  the  Black  Douglas—then  tlie  timid  and 
sorrowful  face  of  King  Robert,  who  seemed  to  mourn 
over  the  approaching  dissolution  of  his  royal  house^ 
and  then  a  group  ofTantastic  features,  partly  hidsooiL 
partly  ludicrous,  which  moped,  and  chattered,  ana 
twisted  themselves  into  unnatural  and  eztravagaat 
forms,  as  if  ridiculing  his  endeavour  to  obtain  bb 
exact  idea  of  their  lineaments. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 
A  purple  land,  where  law  Mcnree  not  lift.— BraoM. 

The  morning  of  Ash  Wednesday  arose  pale  wni 
bleak,  as  usual  at  this  season  in  Sootlaod,  where  the 
worst  and  most  inclement  weather  often  oocon  m 
the  early  spring  months.  It  was  a  severe  day  of  fkoit 
and  the  citizens  had  to  sleep  away  the  oonsequsBoas 
of  the  preceding  holiday's  ddiauchery.  Tlie  son  hal 
therefore  risen  for  an  hour  above  the  horiaon,  bctet 
there  was  any  general  appearance  of  Ufb  among  tht 
inhabitants  of  Perth,  so  that  it  was  some  time  ate 
daybreak,  when  a  citixen.  going  early  to  masi^  nw 
the  body  of  the  luckless  Oliver  Proudnits  lyincon  its 
face,  across  the  kennel,  in  the  manner  in  wDicnbehsd 
fallen,  under  the  blow,  as  our  readers  will  eaaly  imi- 
giniL  of  Antony  Bonthron,  the  **  boy  of  the  bdv'  ihU 
IS,  the  exccutk>ner  of  the  pleasure  of  John  of  Ra- 
morny. 

This  early  citizen  was  Allan  Ghiffin,  ao  teimed  bs- 
cause  he  was  master  of  the  GrifHn  inn ;  and  ths 
alarm  which  he  raised  soon  brousht  together,  ftM 
straggling  neighbours,  and  by  and  oy  a  concourse  oi 
citizens.  At  nrst,  from  the  circumstanoec^^iral- 
known  bufT-coat,  and  the  crimson  fieather  in  the  bead- 
piece,  the  noise  arose  that  it  was  the  atout  Smith  thai 
lay  there  slain.  This  false  rumour  con tinuedlbr son} 
time;  for  the  host  of  the  Griffin,  who  himself  bu 
been  a  magistrate,  would  not  permit  the  body  to  b* 
touched  or  stured  till  Baihe  Craigdallie  arrived,  so  that 
the  face  was  not  seen. 


"This  concerns  the  Fair  City,  my  friendsL"  htend  s 
"  and  if  it  is  the  stout  Smith  or  the  Wyno  who  Ugg 
here,  the  man  lives  not  in  Perth,  who  wiU  not  liaK 
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THE  PAIR  MAID  OP  PERTH. 


n 


l«ad  and  life  to  avencie  him.  Look  you,  the  villains 
have  struck  him  doH'n  behind  his  back,  for  there  is 
not  a  man  within  ten  Scotch  miles  of  Perth,  f;cntlc 
or  iemple.  Highland  or  Lowland,  that  would  have 
met  him  face  to  face  with  such  evil  purpose.  Oh, 
brave  men  of  Perth !  the  flower  of  jrour  manhood  has 
been  cut  down,  and  that  by  a  base  and  treacherous 
haadr 

A  wild  cry  of  fixry  arose  from  the  people,  who  were 
£iu  assembling. 

"  We  will  take  him  on  our  shoulders/*  snid  a  strong 
botcher ;  "  we  will  carry  him  to  the  King's  presence 
at  the  Dominican  Convent." 

**Ay,  ay,"  answered  a  blacksmith,  "  neither  boh 
nor  bar  snail  keep  ua  from  the  King ;  neither  monk 
DOT  mass  shall  break  our  purpose.  A  better  armourer 
nenr  laid  hammer  on  an\'il  V 

/'To  the  Dominicans!  to  the  Dominicans!"  shout- 
ed the  assembled  people. 

"  Bethink  you,  burghers,"  said  another  citizen,  "  our 
Cog  is  a  good  King,  and  loves  us  like  his  children. 
It  is  the  Dotwlas  and  the  Duke  of  Albany  that  will 
mt  let  good  King  Robert  hear  the  distresses  of  his 
people." 

'"Are  W6  to  be  slain  in  our  own  streets  for  the  King's 
softness  of  hesri?'*  said  the  butcher.  "The  Rnfce 
did  otherwise.  If  the  King  will  not  keep  us,  we  will 
ksep  ourselves.  Ring  the  oclls  bockward,  every  bell 
of  them  that  is  made  of  metal.  Cry,  and  spare  not, 
St.  Johnston's  hunt  is  up  !"* 

"*  Ay.'"  cried  another  citizen,  "  and  let  us  to  the  holds 
of  Albany  and  the  Douglas,  and  bum  them  to  the 
iroand.  Let  the  fires  tell  tar  and  near,  that  Perth 
■new  how  to  avenfte  her  stout  Henry  Oow  !  He  has 
Csught  a  score  of  times  for  the  Fair  City's  right— let 
OS  show  we  can  fight  once  to  avenge  his  wrong. 
Hallo!  ho!  brave  citixena,  St.  Johnston's  hunt  is 


»" 


'This  cry,  the  well-known  rallying  word  amongst 
the  inhnbitants  of  Perth,  and  seldom  heard  but  on 
oeeaaions  of  general  !iproar,  was  echoed  from  voice 
to  voice:  and  one  or  two  neighbouring  stcoples,  of 
which  the  enraged  citizens  possessed  themselves, 
•ther  by  consent  of  the  priests,  or  in  spite  of  their  op- 
poation,  began  to  ring  out  the  ominous  alarM  notes, 
n  which,  as  the  ordinary  succession  of  the  chimes 
•ere  reversed,  the  bells  were  said  to  be  rung  back- 
ward. 

Still,  as  the  crowd  thickened,  and  the  roar  waxed 
nure  universal  and  louder.  Allan  Griffin,  a  burly  man, 
viih  a  deep  voice,  and  well  respected  among  high  and 
bv,  kept  his  station  as  he  bestrode  tlie  corpse,  and 
aUcd  loudly  to  the  multitude  to  keep  back,  and  wait 
as  arrival  of  the  magistrates. 

"  We  must  proceed  by  order  in  this  matter,  mv 
■Mars;  we  must  have  our  magistrates  at  our  head. 
nm  are  duly  chosen  and  elected  in  our  town-hall. 
pM  men  anid  true  every  one:  we  will  not  be  called 
■Moi^oridle  perturbators  of  the  king's  peace.  Stand 
{M  siilL  and  make  room,  for  yonder  comes  Bailie 
uwriaOie,  ay,  and  honest  Simon  Glover,  to  whom 
■t  Pur  City  is  so  moch  bounden.  Alas,  olas,  my 
Md  townsmen  !  his  beautiful  daughter  was  a  bride 


.  _^.jt— this  morning  the  Fair  Maid  of  Perth  is 
*jnow  before  she  has  been  a  wife!" 
Tail  new  theme  of  sympathy  increased  the  rage 
V  sorrow  of  the  crovra  the  mure,  as  many  women 


l^.ii  eelebratad  Stocnn  or  War  Crj  wan  often  aecompnnied 
rtiliinaf  itninof  muwic,  which  was  of  moch  repute  in  itH 
2iHiwhKh  has  loaf  rluded  the  rewarch  of  muiical  antiqua- 
g.  a  U  dcterilied  by  the  local  poet,  Mr.  Adamaon,  aa  a  croat 
^■wefeosran. 


a. 


IICaonM  lo  girt,  WM  mfihtiljr  than  blown 

■Hit  JoSiMion't  Hani  •  ap,  lincc  moil  fHinoiK  knovn 

9f  111  Bwueism" 


Atuttt*  Thrtnodit,  Stk  Afutf. 

ttir  ^  *'**^'("'°'*  *^hich  fnllown,  oup  miffht  wppow  that 
'"iltiio  baoa  aeeompanied  bj  a  kind  of  war  dance. 

"M)!  bov  thrr  b«nd  thrir  b«eh«  und  flni*n  tirle  I 

■J^U  tlwir  riaivrrin^  h^ch,  their  hrmua  Jo  whirl 

JNita  difcff*  Binotto  ;  and  ««  wiih  iincoiiih  rnpture 

ina^ofiad,  ao  do  ah:«k«  thalr  b^Mlia*'  ttnirinro  ; 

£*•'■  tjrtt  da  r««U.  hasiia,  arrai.  (uid  ■hmiliicra  moT.- 

EjrU  Ipp.  and  kaivlt,  and  all  paria  approvr 

jw  hnvMlr  htf  meat* :  whiit  at  thcr  ihrtw 

?*f  ki«waa,Oaifliljralraliil  diafabraral  thtr  ahaw 

WW  hstaiM  !*• /Mrf.  Id 


now  mingled  with  them,  who  echoed  back  the  alarm 
cry  to  the  mon. 

"  Ay,  nv,  St.  Johnston's  hunt  is  up !  For  the  Fair 
Maid  of  Perth  and  the  brave  Henry  Gow !  Up^  up. 
everv  one  of  you.  spare  not  for  your  skin-cuttmgl 
To  inc  stables !— to  the  stables !— when  the  horse  is 
gone  the  man-nt-orms  is  useless— cut  off  the  grooms 
and  yeomen  ;  lame,  maim,  and  stab  the  horses;  kill 
the  base  £»quires  ana  pagi:.«.  Let  these  proud  kmghts 
meet  us  on  their  feet  if  they  dare !" 

"  They  dnre  not.  thoy  dare  not,"  answered  the  men : 
"  their  stren£?th  is  in  their  horses  nnd  armour :  ana 
yet  the  liau;;hty  and  ungrntelul  villains  have  slain  a 
jnan  whose  skill  as  an  armourer  was  never  matched 
in  Milan  or  Venice.  To  orms !  to  arms,  brave  bur- 
ghers !    St.  .Johnston's  hunt  is  up  !' 

Amid  this  clamour,  the  magistrates  and  superior 
class  of  inhabitants  wiih  difficulty  obtained  room  to 
examine  the  body,  having  with  them  the  town-clerk 
to  take  an  official  protocol,  or,  es  ii  in  siill  called,  a 
precognition,  of  the  condition  in  which  it  was  found. 
To  these  delavs  the  multitude  subniiited,  with  a  pa- 
tience and  order  which  strongly  marked  the  national 
character  of  a  ocople,  whofu?  resentment  has  always 
been  the  more  deeply  dangerous,  that  they  will,  with- 
out relaxing  their  determination  of  vengeanC'.',  submit 
with  patience  to  all  delays  which  are  necessary  to 
ensure  its  attainment.  The  multitude,  therefore,  re- 
ccivexl  their  magistrates  with  a  loud  cry,  in  which  the 
thirst  of  rcvcni^e  was  announced,  together  with  the 
deferential  welcome  to  the  pairons  hv  whose  direc- 
tion they  expected  to  obtain  it  in  right  and  legal  fa- 
shion. 

While  these  accents  of  welcome  still  rung  above  the 
crowd,  who  now  filled  the  whole  adjacent  streets,  re- 
ceiving and  cirnulating  a  thousand  varying  rep)orts. 
the  fathers  of  the  city  caused  the  body  to  be  raised 
and  more  closely  examined:  when  it  was  instantly  per- 
ceived, and  the  truth  publicly  announced,  that  not 
the  armourer  of  the  Wynd,  so  highly,  ond  according 
to  theesteemed  qualities  of  the  time,  so  justly  popular 
among  his  fellow-citizens;  hut  a  man  of  far  less  ge- 
neral estimation,  though  not  without  his  own  value 
in  society,  lav  murdered  before  them— the  brisk  Bon- 
net-maker,  Oliver  Proudfute.  The  resentment  of  the 
people  h.id  so  much  turned  upon  the  general  opinion, 
that  their  frank  ond  brave  champion,  Henry  Gow, 
wos  the  slaughtered  person,  that  the  contradiction  ot 
the  report  served  to  coi>l  the  general  fury,  although, 
if  poor  Oliver  had  been  recognised  at  first,  there  is 
Utile  doubt  that  the  cry  of  vengeance  would  have  been 
as  unanimous,  though  not  prohably  so  furious,  as  in 
the  case  of  Henry  Wynd.+    The  first  circulation  of 

♦  Mr.  Morrison  aajrii:— "Th«  various  de?icnalKini  by  which 
Henrr  or  Hal  of  flio  Wfnd,  the  Oow  Oiroin  or  Bandy-leffgad 
Smith  of  St.  JolHMLun,  woa  known,  have  \f.f\  the  field  open  to 
a  fmat  variety  ofcompotitorf  for  the  Ixmoiir  of  hem;  rrcKOoed 
among  hm  dc«c<>ndanb«.  Thp  want  of  parly  rneiatprs,  and  Tarl* 
ou«  otiirr  circiimstancoii,  prevent  our  vRntiirin?  to  pronouoet 
any  verdict  on  the  comparative  fttrenglh  of  tlicac  claima,  but  we 
shall  state  them  all  fairly  and  bncfly. 

'•  Fin»t.  wc  have  the  Henry  or  Hendrie  familioi,  who  can  pro* 
dure  many  other  inslancMs  heaideri  their  own.  in  which  aChria* 
tinn  name  has  become  that  of  a  Tomilv  or  tribe,  from  the  nele* 
brity  aUached  toil  through  the  great  rie^jda  of  sonte  one  of  their 
ance«torii  by  whom  it  was  bornu  Then  foPow  the  HaU,  Hatla, 
and  Halleys,  amone  whom  even  s<»me  of  the  ancient  and  hon- 
ourable race  of  the  Ilalket*  hnvoranred  ihnmaelve*.  All  theaa 
claims  are.  however,  esteemed  very  lightly  by  the  Wynds,  who 
til  tliia  day  priile  tliemsnlrea  nn  their  iheweii  and  iiinews,  and 
conaider  that  their  ancestor  b<'ing  styled  "  Henric  Winde"  by  tlie 
metric4il  historian  of  the  lotvn.  is  (*f  its»lf  pr«>nf  sufftriont  that 
their  claim  is  more  solid  than  the  name  would  alioirpihor  imply. 

"  It  IS  rather  singular  that,  in  spito  of  all  t\w  ill-wiU  whieh 
Henry  s*>ems  to  have  bonus  to  the  Ci:lt«,  and  the  contomptuoui 
terms  in  which  he  so  often  speaks  of  them  in  the  text,  the  Oows 
should  be  found  forpmont  amouv  the  cUimauts,  and  thai  the 
sirifL>  should  lie  mainlv  between  them  and  their  Saxon  naine* 
takes  the  Hmitlis.  ffimilios  whONp  number,  opulence,  and  respee* 
lability,  will  nrnder  it  nn  cxirumely  ditn'.'uit  matter  to  aaf 
which  of  them  nri'  in  the  direct  line,  even  if  it  should  bec'earer 
than  It  is,  that  the  children  of  the  hero  wire  known  by  their 
father's  occupation,  and  not  by  his  resi  lence 

"It  only  remains  to  notice  the  pretensions  of  the  Chromi, 
Croom4,  Crainbs,  or  Crombieit.  a  namp  which  i>very  Hchool-boj 
will  associate,  ii  not  M-irii  the  atliletir.  at  !en«l  with  the  gym- 
nastic eterciHPs  for  which  the  Oow  Chrom  ;iiid  rlip  grammar 
school  of  Perth  wnnt  equully  celebrated .  We  nimd  scarcely  acid, 
that  while  the  ^axon  nnnie  corrpsponding  with  the  word  Guw, 
has  brnueht  a  host  of  comiietitors  into  the  field,  there  has  not 
yet  started  any  claimant  resting  his  pretensions  on  the  Qualjtt 
eipressed  in  the  epithet  Chrom,  I.  s.  bandy -legs^d." 
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the  unexpected  intelligenoe  even  excited  a  tmilel 
among  the  crowd,  so  near  are  the  confines  of  the  lu- 1 
dicroas  to  those  of  the  terrible, 

"The  murderers  have  without  doubt  taken  him  for 
Henry  Smith,"  said  Griffin,  "  which  must  have  been 
a  BXCAt  comfort  to  him  in  the  circumstances.*' 

But  the  arrival  of  other  persons  on  the  scene  soon 
restored  its  deeply  tragic  character. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Wtao'i  that  that  ringv  the  bell  T— Diablos,  ho  f' 
The  town  will  riae. Otkelto,  Act  9.  Bum  t. 

Thx  wild  rumours  which  flew  through  the  town, 
■peediW  followed  by  the  tolling  of  the  alarm  bells, 
spread  general  consternation.  The  nobles  and 
knights,  with  their  followers,  gathered  in  different 
places  of  rendezvous,  where  a  defence  could  best  be 
maintained;  and  the  alarm  reached  the  royal  re- 
sidence, where  the  young  Prince  was  one  of  the  first 
to  appear  lb  assist,  if  necessary,  in  the  defence  of  the 
old  King.  The  scene  of  the  preceding  night  ran  in  his 
lecollection ;  and,  remembering  tbe  blood-stained 
figure  of  Bonthron,  he  conceiveoT  though  indistinctly, 
that  the  ruffian's  action  had  been  connected  with 
this  uproar.  Tiie  subsequent  and  more  interesting 
discourse  with  Sir  John  Raraomy  had,  however,  been 
of  such  an  impressive  natnre,  as  to  obliterate  all 
traces  of  what  he  had  va;;(uely  heard  of  the  bloody 
act  of  the  assassin,  excepting  a  confused  recollection 
that  some  one  or  other  had  ^een  slain.  It  was  chiefly 
on  his  father's  account  that  he  had  aasmned  arms 
with  his  household  train,  who,  clad  in  bright  armour, 
And  bearing  lances  in  their  hands,  made  now  a  figure 
rery  different  from  (hat  of  the  preening  night,  when 
they  appeared  as  intoxicated  Bacchanalians.  The 
kind  old  Monarch  received  this  mark  of  filial  attach- 
ment with  tears  of  gratitude,  and  proudly  presented 
his  son  to  his  brother  Albany,  who  entered  shortly 
afterwards.    He  took  them  each  by  the  hand. 

"Now  are  we  three  Stewarts,"  he  said,  "  as  inse- 
parable as  the  holy  Trefoil;  and,  as  they  say  the 
wearer  of  that  sacred  herb  mocks  at  magical  delu- 
Bon,  so  we,  while  we  are  true  to  each  other,  may  set 
malice  and  enmity  at  defiance." 

The  brother  and  son  kissed  the  kind  hand  which 
pressed  theirs,  while  Robert  III.  expressed  his  con- 
iklence  in  their  aflection.  The  kiss  of  the  youth  was, 
for  the  time,  sincere;  that  of  the  brother  was  the 
salute  of  the  apostate  Judas. 

In  the  meantime,  the  bell  of  Saint  John's  church 
alarmed,  amongst  others,  the  inhabitants  of  Curfew 
Street.  In  the  house  of  Simon  Glover,  old  Dorothy 
Olover.  as  she  was  called^  (for  she  also  took  name 
fkom  the  trade  she  pracased.  under  her  master's 
auspices,)  was  the  first  to  catch  the  sound.  Though 
somewhat  deaf  upon  ordinary  occasions,  her  ear  lor 
bad  news  was  as  sharp  as  a  kite's  scent  for  carrion ; 
for  Dorothy,  otherwise  an  industrious,  faithful,  and 
even  afiectionate  creature,  had  that  strong  appetite 
for  collecting  and  retailing  sinister  intelligence,  which 
is  often  to  be  marked  in  the  lower  classes.  Little 
.  accustomed  to  be  listened  to,  they  love  the  attention 
which  a  tragic  tale  ensures  to  the  bearer,  and  enjoy, 
^perhaps,  the  temporary  equality  to  which  misfortune 
reduces  those  who  are  ordinarily  accounted  their 
superiors.  Dorothy  had  no  sooner  possessed  hersdf 
Oi  a  slight  packet  of  the  rumours  which  were  flying 
abroad,  than  she  bounced  into  her  master's  bedroom, 
who  had  taken  the  privilege  of  age  and  the  holytide 
to  sleep  longer  than  usual. 

"  There  he  lies,  honest  man  I"  said  Dorothy,  half 
in  a  screeching,  and  half  in  a  wailing  tone  of  sym- 
pathy,—"  There  he  lies ;  his  best  friend  slain,  and  he 
knowing  as  little  about  it  as  the  babe  new  bom,  that 
kens  not  life  from  death." 

"  How  now,"  said  the  Olover,  starting  up  out  of  his 
bed,—"  What  is  the  matter,  okl  woman  7  ia  my 
daughter  well  T 

"  Old  woman !"  sakl  Dorothy,  who,  having  her  fish 
mxtked,, chose  to  let  him  play  a  little.  "I  am  not  so 
old,"  said  she.  flouncing  out  of  the  room,  *'  as  to  bide 
ID  the  place  till  a  man  rises  from  his  naked  bed" 

And  presently  the  was  heard  at  a  distance  in  the 


parlour  beneath,  melodkNisly  singmg  to  t 
of  her  own  broom. 

"  Dorothy— screechowt— -devil,— ^sy  but  i 
ter  is  well  I" 

*'  I  am  well,  my  father,"  answered  tbe  Fair  Ifsid 
of  Perth,  speaking  from  her  bedroom,  "pctisctiy 
well :  but  what,  for  Our  Lady's  sakSj  is  tlie  mattsrl 
The  bells  ring  backward,  and  there  is  shrieking  and 
crying  in  the  streets." 

^*I  will  presently  know  the  cause. — Here,  Gons- 


char,  come  speedily  and  tie  iny  points. — I  forgot- 
Higbland  loon  is  fiir  beyond  Portingall. — PatieDoe^ 
daughter,  I  will  presently  bring  you  news." 

"Ye  need  not  hurry  yourself  for  that.  Simon 
Glover,"  quoth  the  obdurate  old  woman ;  **  the  besc 
and  the  worst  of  it  may  be  tauld  before  you  eoold 
hobble  over  your  door-staoe.  I  ken  the  naill  story 
abroad:  for,  thought  I,  our  goodraan  is  so  wilfol, 
that  he'll  be  for  banging  out  to  the  tuilxie,  be  the 
cause  what  it  Uke:  and  sae  I  maun  e'en  stir  my 
.shanks,  and  learn  the  cause  of  all  this,  or  be  will  kse 
his  auld  nose  in  the  mkistof  it.  and  maybe  get  it  nipt 
off  before  he  knows  what  for.' 


**  And  what  U  the  news,  then,  old  woman  7" 
the  impatient  Glover,  still  busying  himsdf  with  tbe 
hundred  points  or  latchets  which  were  the  means  of 
attaching  the  doubtlet  to  the  hose. 

Dorothy  suffered  him  to  proceed  in  bis  task,  tfll  she 
conjectured  it  must  be  nearly  accomplished:  and 
foresaw  that,  if  siie  told  not  the  secret  herself^  bcr 
master  would  be  abroad  to  seek  in  person  for  the 
cause  of  the  disturbance.  She,  therefore,  halloed 
out — "Awcel,  aweel,  ye  canna  say  it  is  mir  fault,  if 
you  hear  ill  news  b«>fore  you  have  been  at  the  mom- 
mg  mass.  I  would  have  kept  it  from  ye  tfll  ye  bed 
heard  the  priest's  word ;  but  since  you  must  bear  it, 
you  have  e'en  lost  the  truest  friend  that  ever  gaw 
hand  to  another,  and  Perth  maun  mourn  for  the 
bravest  bundier  that  ever  took  a  blade  in  hand  f 

"Harry  Smith!  Harry  Smith  I"  exclaimed  tbe 
father  and  the  daughter  at  onoe. 

"Oh,  ay,  there  ye  hae  it  at  last,"  said  Dorothy; 
"  and  whase  fault  was  it  but  your  ain  7 — ^ye  made 
such  a  piece  of  work  about  his  companying  vrith  a 
glee- woman,  as  if  he  had  companied  with  a  Jewess  T 

Dorothy  would  have  gone  on  long  enough,  but  her 
master  exclaimed  to  his  daughter,  who  was  still  in 
her  own  apartment  "  It  is  nonsense,  Cathaiine— sO 
the  dotage  of  an  old  fool.  No  such  thing  has  hap- 
pened. I  will  bring  you  the  tree  tidings  in  a  moment;** 
and  enatchin^  up  his  staff|  the  old  man  honied  out 
past  Dorothy^  and  into  the  street,  where  the  throng 
of  people  were  rushing  towards  the  High  Street 
Dorothy,  in 'the  meantime,  kept  muttering  to  hereeIC 
"Thy  father  ia  a  wise  man,  take  his  ain  word  for  it 
He  will  come  next  by  some  scathe  in  the  hobMs* 
show,  and  then  it  wilf  be,  Dorothy,  get  the  hnt,  aao, 
Dorothy,  spread  the  plaster;  but  now  it  is  notliiaK 
but  nonsense,  and  a  lie,  and  impossibiUty.  that  esn 
come  out  of  Dorothy's  mouth— Imposeiole !  Doei 
auld  Simon  think  that  Harry  Smith's  head  was  if 
hard  as  his  stithy,  and  a  haill  clan  of  HigfalaadmeB 
dinging  at  him  ?" 

Here  she  was  intemioted  by  a  fignre  likeanaiiRet, 
who  came  wandering  by  her  with  wild  eye,  enw 
deadly  pale,  hair  dishevelled,  and  an  apparent  wiai 
of  consciousness,  which  terrified  the  old  woman  oil 
6f  her  discontented  humour. 

"Our  Lady  bless  my  bairn!"  saki  she.  "Whst 
look  you  sae  wild  for  7'*^ 

"  Did  you  not  say  some  one  was  dead  7'*  said  Oi- 
tharine,  with  a  frightful  uncertainty  of  uttenncekU 
if  her  organs  of  speech  and  hearing  served  her  bst 
imoerfectly. 

Dead,  hinny !    Ay,  ay,  dead  eneugh ;  ye'II  do  hse 
him  to  gloom  at  ony  mair." 

"  Dead !"  repeated  Catharine,  still  with  the  same 
uncertainty  of  voice  and  manner.  "  Dead— tbift' 
and  by  HighlandenT' 

"  I'se  warrant  by  Highlanders,— the  lawless  tooss 
Wha  is  it  else  that  kills  maist  of  the  folks  about, 
unless  now  and  than  when  the  burghers  uke  a.tffii- 
vie.  and  kill  ane  another,  or  whiles  that  the  knwiti 
ana  nobles  shed  blood  7    But  Pse  uphsuM  if  e  beea 
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th»Hiriil«ndiiian  (hit  bout.  The  man  was  no  in 
Perth,  laird  or  loon,  durst  have  faced  Henry  Smith 
man  to  man.  There's  been  sair  odds  against  him ; 
yeMI  see  that  when  it's  looked  into." 

"Highlanders  !"  repeated  Catharine,  as  if  haunted 
by  some  idea  which  troubled  her  senses.  "Hig^- 
Uodere!— Oh,  Conacharl  Conachar!" 

"Indeed,  and  I  daresar  you  have  lighted  on  the 
very  man,  Catharine.  Tney  quarrelled,  as  you  saw, 
Qa  the  St.  Valentine's  Even,  and  had  a  warstle.  A 
Highlandman  has  a  long  memory  for  the  like  of  that. 
Ghe  him  a  cuff  at  Martinmas,  and  his  cheek  will  be 
tingling  atWhitsunday.  But  what  could  have  brought 
down  the  Ung-legged  loons  to  do  their  bloody  wark 
within  burgh  Y* 

"Woe's  mcL  it  was  I,"  said  Catharine;  "it  was  I 
braoffht  the  Highlanders  down— I  that  sent  for  Co- 
oachar— ay,  they  have  lain  in  wait — but  it  was  I  that 
brought  them  within  reach  of  their  prey.  But  I  will 
see  with  my  own  eves— and  then — something  we  will 
do.    Say  to  my  fattier  I  will  be  back  anon.'' 

"Are  ye  distraught,  lassie T'  shouted  Dorothv,  as 
Catharine  made  past  her  towards  the  street  aoor. 
"You  would  not  gang  into  the  street  with  the  hair 
hangiag  down  your  oaflfets  in  that  guise,  and  vou 
kenn'd  for  the  Fair  Maid  of  Perth  ?— Mass.  but  she's 
oot  in  the  street,  come  o't  what  like,  ana  the  auld 
Gbver  will  be  as  mad  as  if  I  Could  withhold  her,  will 
■he  nill  she,  flyte  she  fling  she.— This  is  a  brave  morn- 
ing for  an  Ash- Wednesday !— What's  to  be  done  1  If 
I  were  to  seek  my  master  among  the  multitude,  I 
were  like  to  be  crushed  beneath  their  feet,  and  little 
moan  made  for  the  old  woman— And  am  I  to  run  af- 
ter Catharine*  who  ere  this  is  out  of  sight,  and  far 
lighter  of  foot  than  I  am  1— so  I  vrill  just  down  the 
gate  to  Niool  Barber's,  and  tell  him  a'  about  it." 

While  the  trusty  Dorothy  was  putting  her  prudent 
rasolve  into  execution,  Catharine  ran  through  the 
ftieets  of  Perth  in  a  manner,  which  at  another  mo- 
ment would  have  brought  on  her  the  attention  of  eve- 
ry one^  who  saw  her  hurrying  on  with  a  reckless  im- 
petuosity, wildly  and  widely  different  from  the  ordi- 
nary decency  and  composure  of  her  step  and  manner, 
and  without  theplaid,  scaif,  or  mantle,  which  "wo- 
men of  good^"  ot  Sblii  character  and  decent  rank,  uni- 
versally earned  around  them,  when  they  went  abroad. 
Bnt  distracted  as  the  people  were,  every  one  inqui- 
ring or  telling  the  cause  of  the  tumult,  and  most  re- 
coanung  it  mfierent  ways,  the  n^igence  of  her  dress, 
and  discomposure  of  her  manner,  made  no  impression 
Ml  any  one ;  and  she  was  suffered  to  press  forward 
on  the  path  she  had  chosen,  without  attracting  more 
notice  than  the  other  females,  who,  stirred  by  anxious 
eotiosity  or  fear,  had  come  out  to  inquire  the  cause 
of  an  alarm  so  general— it  might  be  to  seek  for  friends, 
for  whose  safety  they  were  interested. 

As  Catharine  passed  along,  she  felt  all  the  wild  in- 
fioence  of  the  agitating  scene,  and  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty she  ^rbore  ftom  repeatmg  the  cries  of  lamenta- 
tion and  alarm,  which  were  echoed  around  her.  In 
the  meantime,  she  rushed  rapidly  on,  embarrassed 
&e  one  in  a  dream,  with  a  strange  sense  of  dreadful 
calamity,  the  precise  nature  of  which  she  was  unable 
to  define,  but  which  implied  the  terrible  conscious- 
nesik  that  the  man  who  loved  her  so  fondly,  whose 
good  qualities  i^e  so  highly  esteemed,  and  whom  she 
Qow  felt  to  be  dearer  than  perhaps  she  would  before 
have  acknowledged  to  her  own  bosom,  was  murdered, 
and  most  probably  by  her  means.  The  connexion  be- 
twixt Henry's  supposed  death,  and  the  descent  of 
Conachar  and  his  followers,  though  adopted  by  her 
in  a  moment  of  extreme  and  engrossing  emotion,  was 
Boificienily  probable  to  have  been  received  for  truth, 
even  if  her  understanding  had  been  at  leisure  to  ex- 
amine its  credibility.  Without  knowing  what  she 
•ought,  except  the  general  deeire  to  know  the  worst 
of  the  areadnil  report,  she  hurried  forward  to  the  very 

Sot,  which  of  all  others  her  feelings  of  the  preceding 
y  would  have  induced  her  to  avoid, 
who  would,  upon  the  evening  of  Shrove- tide,  hsve 
persuaded  the  proud,  the  timid,  the  shy,  the  rigidlv 
decorous  Catharine  Qlover,  that  before  mass  on  Ash 
Wednesday  she  should  rush  throufdi  the  streets  of 
Perth,  makixig  her  way  amidst  tumult  and  confusion, 


with  her  hair  unbound,  and  her  dress  dlsananged,  to 
seek  the  house  of  that  same  lover,  who,  she  had  rea- 
son to  believe,  had  so  grossly  and  indelicately  neglect- 
ed and  affronted  her,  as  to  pursue  a  low  and  licea- 
tipus  amour  I  Yet  so  it  was ;  and  her  eagerness  ta- 
king, as  if  by  instinct,  the  road  which  was  most  (tee, 
she  avoided  the  High  Street,  where  the  pr««>sure  was 
greatest,  and  reached  the  wynd  by  the  narrow  lanes 
on  the  northern  skirt  of  the  towiL  through  which 
Henry  Smith  had  formerly  escorted  Louise.  But  even 
thesecomparatively  lonely  passages  were  now  astir 
with  passengers,  so  general  was  the  alarm.  Catha- 
rine Glover  made  her  way  through  them,  howevei| 
while  such  as  observed  her  looked  on  each  other,  and 
shook  their  heads  in  syinpathv  with  her  distress.  At 
length,  without  any  distinct  idea  of  her  own  purpose, 
she  stood  before  her  lover's  door,  and  knocked  for  ad- 
mittance. 

The  silence  which  succeeded  the  echoing  of  her  lias- 
ty  summons  increased  the  alarm,  which  had  induced 
her  to  take  this  desperate  measure. 

"  Open,--open,  Henry  I"  she  cried.  "  Open,  ifvou 
yet  live !— Open,  if  you  would  not  find  Catharine  Glo- 
ver dead  upon  your  threshold !" 

As  she  cried  thus  firanticly,  to  ears  which  she  was 
taught  to  believe  were  stopped  by  death,  the  lover  sha. 
invoked  oi>ened  the  door  in  person,  just  m  time  to  pre- 
vent her  sinking  on  the  ground.  The  extremity  of 
his  ecstatic  iov  upon  an  occasion  so  unexpected,  was 
qualified  only  oy  the  wonder  which  forbade  him  to 
believe  it  r^,  and  by  his  alarm  at  the  closed  eyes^ 
half-opened  and  blanched  lips,  total  absence  of  com- 
plexion, and  apparently  total  cessation  of  breathing. 

Henry  had  remained  at  home,  in  spite  of  the  gene- 
ral alarm,  which  had  reached  his  ears  for  a  consider- 
able time,  fully  determined  to  put  himself  in  the  way 
of  no  brawls  that  he  could  avoid;  and  it  was  only  in 
compliance  with  a  summons  from  the  Magistrates^ 
which,  as  a  burgher,  he  was  bound  to  obey,  that,  ta- 
king his  sword  and  a  spare  buckler  from  the  wall,  he 
was  about  to  go  forth,  for  the  first  time  unwdlingly, 
to  pay  his  service,  as  his  tenure  bound  him. 

•^It  is  hard,"  he  said,  "  to  be  put  forward  in  all  die 
town  feuds,  when  the  fighting  work  is  so  detestable 
to  Catharine.  I  am  sure  thiere  are  enough  of  wench- 
es in  Perth,  that  say  to  their  gallants,  ^Cto  out— do 
your  devou*  bravely,  and  win  your  lady's  grace ;  and 
yet  they  send  not  for  their  lovers,  but  for  me,  who 
cannot  do  the  duties  of  a  man  to  protect  a  mmstrel 
woman,  or  of  a  burgess  who  fights  for  the  honour  of 
his  town,  but  this  peevish  Catharine  uses  me  as  if  I 
were  a  brawler  and  bordeller  I" 

Such  were  the  thoughts  which  occupied  his  mind, 
when,  as  he  opened  his  door  to  issue  forth,  the  per- 
son dearest  to  his  thoughts,  but  whom  he  certainly 
least  expected  to  see,  was  present  to  his  eyes,  and 
dropped  into  his  arms. 

His  mixture  of  surprise,  joy,  and  anxiety,  did  not 
deprive  him  of  thepresence  of  mind  which  the  occa- 
sion dem ended.  Tx)  place  Catharine  Glover  in  safety, 
and  recall  her  to  herself;  was  to  be  thought  of  befqra 
rendering  obedience  to  the  summons  of  the  Magw- 
trates,  however  pressingly  that  had  been  delivered. 
He  carried  his  lovely  burden,  as  light  as  a  feather,  vet 
more  precious  than  the  same  quantity  of  purrat  gold, 
into  a  small  bed-chamber  which  had  been  nis  mo- 
ther's. It  was  the  most  fit  for  an  invalid,  as  it  looked 
into  the  garden,  and  was  separated  firom  the  noise  of 
the  tumult. 

"Here,  Nurse— Nurse  Shoolbred— come  Qjnck— 
oome  for  death  and  life— here  is  one  wants  thy  nelp ! 

Up  trotted  the  old  dame.  "If  it  should  but  prove 
any  one  that  will  keep  thee  out  of  the  scuffle"— for  she 
also  had  been  aroused  by  the  noise,— but  what  was 
her  astonishment,  when,  placed  in  love  and  reverence 
on  the  bed  of  her  late  mistress,  and  supported  by  the 
athletic  arms  of  her  foster  son,  she  saw  the  apparent- 
ly lifeless  form  of  the  Fair  Maid  of  Perth.  Catha-  ^ 
line  Glover !"  she  said  j  "  and,  Holy  Mother— a  dymg 
woman,  as  it  would  seem !"  ,,  . 

"Not  so,  old  woman,"  said  her  foster  son;  "the 
dear  heart  throbs— the  sweet  breath  comes  and  re- 
turns I  Come  thou,  that  may  aid  her  more  nneetly  tban 
I— bring  water-essences— whatever  thy  old  skill  can 
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deiipe.  Haavan  did  not  place  her  in  mj  anna  to  die, 
bat  to  Ure  for  hersdf  and  roe  I'* 

With  an  activity  which  her  age  litde  promiaed, 
Nurae  Shoolbred  collected  the  meana  of  restoring  ani- 
mation :  for,  like  manv  women  of  the  period,  she  on- 
deretooa  what  waa  to  he  done  in  such  caaea,  nay,  pos- 
sessed a  knowledge  of  treating  wounds  of  an  oidina- 
g'  description,  which  the  waruke  propensities  of  her 
ster  son  kept  in  pretty  constant  exercise. 

*'  Come  now,"  she  ssid,  "  son  Henrv,  unfold  your 
arms  from  about  m v  patient — though  she  is  worth  the 
pressins^-and  set  thy  hands  at  freedom  to  help  me 
with  what  I  want. — Nay,  I  will  not  insist  on  your 
luitting  her  hand,  if  you  will  beat  the  palm  gently,  aa 

e  fingers  unclose  their  clenched  grasp." 

"  /  beat  her  slight  beautiful  hand  I"  said  Henry ; 

you  were  aa  w^  bid  me  beat  a  glass  cup  with  a 
fore-hammer,  as  tap  her  fair  palm  with  myhom-hard 
fingers. — But  the  fingers  do  unfold,  and  we  will  find 
a  better  way  than  beating ;"  and  he  applied  his  lips 
to  the  pretty  hand,  whose  motion  indicated  returning 
sensation.  One  or  two  deep  nghs  succeeded,  and  the 
Fair  Maid  of  Perth  opened  her  eyes,  fixed  them  on  her 
lover,  as  he  kneeled  by  the  bedside,  and  asain  sunk 
back  on  the  pillow.  As  she  withdrew  not  lier  hand 
from  her  lover's  hold  or  from  his  grasp,  we  must  in 
diarity  believe  that  the  return  to  consciousness  was 
not  so  complete  as  to  make  her  aware  that  he  abused 
ihe  advantage,  by  pressing  it  alternately  to  his  lips 
and  hia  bosom.  At  the  same  time  we  are  compeUed 
to  own,  that  the  blood  was  colouring  in  her  cheek, 
and  that  her  breathing  was  deep  and  regular,  for  a 
minute  or  two  durios  this  relapse. 

The  noise  at  the  door  bcsan  now  to  grow  much 
louder,  and  Henry  was  called  for  by  all  nis  various 
names,  of  Smith,  Gow,  and  Hal  of  the  Wynd,  as 
heathens  used  to  summon  their  daties  by  different 
epithets.  At  last,  like  Portuguese  Catholics  when  ex- 
hausted with  entreating  their  saints,  the  crowd  with- 
out had  recourse  to  vituperative  exclamations. 

"  Out  upon  yoti,  Henry !  Tou  are  a  disgraced  man, 
manswom  to  your  burgher  oath,  and  a  traitor  to  the 
Fair  City,  unless  you  come  instantly  forth !" 

It  would  seem  that  Nurse  Shoolbred's  applieatbns 
were  now  so  far  successful,  that  Catharine's  senses 
were  in  some  measure  restored ;  for  turning  her  face 
more  towards  that  of  her  lover,  than  her  former  pos- 
ture permitted,  she  let  her  right  hand  fall  on  his  shoul- 
der, leaving  her  left  still  in  bis  possession,  and  seem- 
ing slightly  to  detain  him,  while  she  whispered,  "  Do 
not  go,  Henry— stay  with  me— they  will  kill  thee, 
these  men  of  blood." 

It  would  seem  that  this  gentle  invocation,  the  re- 

Ciilt  of  finding  the  lover  alive  whom  she  expected  to 
ave  only  recognised  as  a  corpse,  thouoh  it  waa  spo- 
ken so  low  as  scarcely  to  be  intelligibTe,  had  more 
enect  to  keep  Henry  Wynd  in  his  present  posture, 
than  the  rq;>eated  summons  of  many  vmces  from 
without  had  to  bring  him  down  staira. 

"  Mass,  townsmen,"  cried  one  hard/  dtixen  to  his 
aompaniona,  "  the  saucy  Smith  but  jests  with  us  I 
Let  us  into  the  house,  and  bring  him  out  by  the  lug 
and  the  horn." 

"  Take  care  whatyou  are  doing,"  ssid  a  more  cau- 
doba  aasailant  "  The  man  that  preasea  on  Henry 
OoK^^s  retirement  may  go  into  his  house  with  sound 
bones,  but  will  return  with  ready-made  work  for  the 
surgeon.— But  here  comes  one  haa  good  right  to  do 
our  errand  to  him,  and  make  the  recreant  near  rea- 
aon  on  both  sides  of  his  head." 

llie  person  of  whom  this  was  spoken  waa  no  other 
man  Simon  Olover  htmselfl  He  nad  arrived  at  the 
ntal  spot  where  the  unlucky  Bonnet-maker^s  body 
waa  lyuig,  just  in  time  to  discover,  to  his  great  relief, 
mat  when  it  waa  turned  with  the  face  upwards  by 
Bailie  Craigdallie's  orders,  the  fisatures  of  the  poor 
braggart  Proudfute  were  recognised,  when  the  crowd 
ttpected  to  behold  those  of  their  fiivourite  champion 
Henry  Smith.  A  laugh,  or  something  approaching  to 
one,  went  among  those  who  rememoOTed  how  hard 
Oliver  had  strugglad  to  obtain  the  character  of  a  fight- 
ing man,  however  foreign  to  his  nature  and  disposi- 
tion, and  remarked  now,  that  he  had  met  with  a  mode 
of  death  much  better  aoited  to  his  pretensions  than  to 


hia  temper.    Bat  tfaia  tendency  to  il  . 

which  savoured  of  die  radenesa  of  the  timea,  was  at 
once  hushed  by  the  voice,  and  criaa,  and  eKelamanoos 
of  a  woman,  who  struggled  through  the  crowd, 
screaming  at  the  same  time,'-**  Oh,  my  hnslMBd  !— 
my  husband  I" 

Room  was  made  for  the  sorrower  wbo  waafeHow- 
ed  by  two  or  three  female  friends.  Maadie  Proodfiits 
had  been  hitherto  only  noticed  aa  a  ^ood-fookjng, 
black-haired  woman,  believed  to  be  ihnk*  and  (fii- 
dainfixl  to  those  whom  ahe  thought  meaner  or  poorer 
than  herself  and  lady  and  emperess  over  her  late  baa- 
band,  whom  she  quickly  caused  to  lower  his 
when  she  chanced  to  hear  him  crowing  oat  of  i 

But  now,  under  the  influence  of  noweffrd 
she  assumed  a  far  more  imposing  character. 

"  Do  you  laugh,"  ahe  said,  "  you  anworthy  barA- 
en  of  Perth,  because  one  of  your  own  citizens  Ms 
poured  fats  blood  into  the  kennel  7 — or  do  yon  laqrii 
becauae  the  deadly  lot  has  lifted  on  my  nnsbanol 
How  has  he  deserved  this?— Did  he  not  maintain  aa 
honest  house  by  his  own  industry,  and  keep  a  credit- 
able board,  where  the  aick  had  welcome,  and  ^ 
poor  had  relief)  Did  he  not  lend  to  those  who  want- 
ed.— stand  by  his  neighboura  as  a  fneod,  kesii  eooh 
sel  and  do  justice  like  a  magistrate  T* 

"  It  is  true,  it  is  true,"  answered  the  aaaemUy; 
"  his  blood  is  our  blood,  aa  much  as  if  it  were  Hem? 
Cow's." 

"  You  speak  troth,  neighbours,"  aaid  Bailie  Crvf" 
dallie ;  "  and  this  feud  cannot  be  patidied  op  as  me 
former  waa— citizen's  blood  must  not  flownnavengsd 
down  our  kennels,  as  if  it  were  ditch -waier^  or  wi 
shall  aoon  see  the  broad  Tay  crimaoned  with  iL  Bat 
this  blow  was  never  meant  for  the  poor  man  aa 
whom  it  haa  unhappily  fallen.  Every  one  knew  what 
Oliver  Proudfute  was,  how  wide  he  conld  speak,  aad 
how  httle  he  would  do.  He  has  Henry  Smith's  bodF 
coat,  target,  and  head-piece.  All  the  town  know 
them  as  well  aa  I  do ;  there  is  no  doubt  on't.  He  had 
the  trick,  aa  you  know,  of  trying  to  imitate  the  Smith 
in  moat  things.  Some  one,  bimd  with  rage,  or  per^ 
haps  through  liquor,  haa  stricken  the  innocent  Boa- 
net-maker,  whom  no  man  either  hated  or  feared,  er 
indeed  cared  either  much  or  little  about,  instead  of  ihs 
stout  Smith,  who  haa  twenty  feuds  upon  his  hands." 

"  What  then  is  to  be  done^  Bailie?"  cried  the  mnhi* 
tude. 

"That,  my  friends,  your  magistratee  will  deter- 
mine for  you,  as  we  shall  instantly  meet  togetlMr 
when  Sir  Patrick  Cbarteris  oometh  here,  which  most 
be  anon.  Meanwhile,  let  the  chtmmeon  Dwiniiig 
examine  that  poor  piece  of  clay,  that  ne  may  tell  as 
how  he  came  by  his  fatal  death :  and  then  let  ths 
corpse  be  decently  swathed  in  a  clean  ahroud,  as  be> 
comes  an  honest  citizen,  and  placed  before  the  high 
altar  in  the  church  of  St.  John,  the  patron  of  Se 
Fair  City.  Cease  all  clamour  and  noise,  and  evaiy 
defensible  man  of  you,  aa  you  would  wish  well  to  the 
Fair  Town,  keep  hia  weapons  in  readineaa,  and  be 
prepared  to  assemble  on  the  High  Street,  at  the  tdV- 
ing  of  the  common  bell  from  the  Town-House,  aod 
we  will  either  reveiige  the  death  of  our  fellow-eitiaBB. 
or  else  we  shall  take  such  fortune  aa  Heaven  wm 
send  us.  Meanwhile,  avoid  all  quarreUtnff  with  the 
knighta  and  their  followers,  till  we  know  the  iunoeeat 
from  the  guilty.— But  wherefore  tarries  thia  kcart 
Smith  9  He  is  ready  enough  in  mraolta  whan  Us 
presence  is  not  wanted,  and  lags  he  now  when  hii 
presence  may  serve  the  Fair  City  ?^What  aila  fain, 
doth  any  one  knowl  Hath  he  been  upon  the  Mk 
laat  Faatem'a  Even?" 

"  Rather  he  ia  aick  or  aullen,  Maater  BaiU^"  asM 
one  of  the  city's  main,  or  sergeants ;  "  for  tbom  be 
is  within  door,  aa  his  knaves  r^rt,  yet  he  wiu  n» 
ther  anawer  to  ua  nor  admit  us." 

"  So  pleaae  your  worahip,  Maater  BaiKs,"  and 
Simon  Olover,  "  I  will  go  myaelf  to  fetch  Heoiy 
Smith.  I  have  aome  little  difference  to  make  np 
with  him.  And  blessed  be  Our  Lady,  who  hath  so 
ordered  it,  that  I  find  him  alive,  as  a  miarter  of  an 
hour  sinoe  I  conld  never  have  expected  r' 

"  Bring  the  stout  Smith  to  the  '^ "  " 
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nidtlia  Bailiob  ba  a  mounted  mmtn  piMMd  thiouKh 
the  crowd,  and  whiepered  in  nie  ear.--*'  Here  is  a 
food  fellow,  who  says  the  knight  of  iLinfaunB  is  en- 
toing  the  port" 

Such  was  the  occaoion  of  Simon  Glover  presentiiw 
himaelf  at  the  houee  of  Henry  Gow  at  the  period  al- 
ready noticed. 

Unrestrained  by  the  considerations  of  doubt  and 
heaiution  which  mfluenced  others,  he  repaired  to  the 
Duiour ;  and  having  overheard  the  bustling  of  Dame 
Shoolbred.  he  took  the  privilege  of  intimacy  to  ascend 
to  the  bedroonL  and,  with  the  slight  apology  of—"  I 
crave  your  pardon,  good  neighbour,"  he  opeiied  the 
door,  and  entered  the  apartment,  where  a  s'mgular 
and  unexpected  sight  awaited  him.  At  the  sound  of 
bis  voice.  May  Catharine  experienced  a  revival  much 
^wedier  than  Dame  Shoolbred's  restoratives  had 
been  able  to  produce ;  and  the  paleness  of  her  com- 
pLeiJon  changed  into  a  deep  clow  of  the  most  lovely 
red.  She  pushed  her  lover  from  her  with  both  her 
bands,  which,  until  this  minute,  her  want  of  con- 
sdouaness,  or  her  aflection,  awakened  by  the  events 
of  the  morning,  had  well-nigh  abandoned  to  his  ca- 
resses. Henry  Smith,  bashful  as  we  know  him, 
stumbled  as  he  rose  up ;  and  none  of  the  party  were 
without  a  share  of  confusion,  excepting  Dame  Shool- 
bred.  who  was  glad  to  make  some  pretext  to  turn 
her  back  to  the  others,  in  order  that  she  might  enjoy 
a  laugh  at  their  expense,  which  she  felt  herself  utterly 
unable  to  restrain,  and  in  which  the  Glover,  whose 
gmprise,  though  great,  was  of  short  duration,  and  of 
a  joyful  character,  sincerely  joined. 

'^*Now,  by.  good  St.  John,^'  he  said,  "I  thought  I 
had  seen  a  sight  this  morning  that  would  cure  me  of 
laoghter,  at  least  till  Lent  was  over ;  but  this  would 
make  me  carl  my  cheek,  if  I  were  dying.  Why,  here 
stands  honest  Henry  Smith,  who  was  lamented  as 
dsad,  and  toU'd  out  for  from  every  steeple  in  town, 
aKve,  merry,  and,  as  it  seems  from  his  ruddy  com- 
plexion, as  like  to  live  as  any  man  in  Perth.  And 
here  is  my  precious  daughter,  that  yesterday  would 
neak  of  nothing  but  the  wickedness  of  the  wights 
that  haunt  profane  sports,  and  protect  glee-maidens^ 
Ay.  she  who  set  St.  Valentine  and  St.  Cupid  both  at 
denance, — here  she  is.  turned  a  glee-maiden  herself, 
for  what  I  can  see !  Truly,  I  am  glad  to  see  that  you, 
my  good  Dame  Shoolbred,  who  give  way  to  no  dis- 
oraer,  have  been  of  this  loving  party." 

"  Tou  do  me  wrong,  my  dearest  father,"  said  Ca- 
tfaaiine,  aa  if  about  to  weep.  **  I  came  here  with  far 
different  ezpectationa  than  you  suppose.  I  only 
came  because— because"— 

*^  Because  you  expected  to  find  a  dead  lover,"  said 
her  father,  "  and  you  have  found  a  Uving  one,  who 
can  receive  the  tokens  of  your  regard,  and  return 
them.  Now.  were  it  not  a  sin,  I  could  find  in  my 
heart  to  thank  Heaven,  that  thou  hast  been  surprised 
at  last  into  owning  thyself  a  woman— Simon  Glover  is 
not  worthy  to  have  an  absolute  saint  for  his  daugh- 
ter.—Nay,  look  not  so  piteously,  nor  expect  condo- 
IsDoe  from  rae  1  Only  I  will  try  not  to  look  merry, 
if  you  will  be  pleased  to  stop  your  tears,  or  confeas 
them  to  be  tears  of  joy."  .     ,.     . , 

*'  If  I  were  to  die  for  such  a  confession,"  said  poor 
Oatharine,  "  I  could  not  tell  what  to  call  them. 
Only  believe,  dear  father,  and  let  Henry  believe,  that 
I  would  never  have  come  hither,  unless— unless"— 

"  Unless  you  had  thought  that  Henry  could  not 
oome  to  you,"  said  her  father.  "  And  now  shake 
hands  in  peace  and  concord,  and  agree  as  Valentines 
Aould.  Yesterday  was  Shrovetid&  Henry— We  will 
bold  that  thou  hast  confessed  thy  follies,  hast  obtained 
absolution,  and  art  relieved  of  all  the  guilt  thou 
stoodest  charged  with."  _.         „      , ,     . 

"Nay,  touching  that,  father  Simon,"  said  the 
Smith,     now  that  you  are  cool  enough  to  hear  me,  I 

Sn  swear  on  the  Gospels,  and  I  can  call  my  nurse, 
ime  Shoolbred,  to  wimess"— 
••Nay,  nay,"  said  the  Glover,  "  but  wherefore  rake 
up  dif&renoes,  which  should  all  be  forgotten?'.' 

"Hark  ye,  Simon  1— Simon  Glover!"  This  was 
now  echoed  from  beneath.  , 

"  True,  son  Smith,"  said  the  Glover,  senously, 
a  bare  other  work  in  hand.    You  and  I  must  to 


the  council  instantly.  Catharine  shall  lemain  haie 
with  DauM  Shoolbred,  who  will  take  charge  of  h«r 
till  we  return ;  and  then,  as  the  town  is  in  mistula* 
we  two,  Harry,  will  carrv  her  home,  and  they  will  be 
bold  men  that  cross  us."^ 

*'  Nav,  my  dear  father,"  said  Catharine,  with  a 
smile,  *'  now  you  are  taking  Oliver  Proudfiite  s  office. 
That  doughtv  burgher  is  Henry's  brother-at-arms."  . 

Her  father^s  countenance  grew  dark. 

"  You  have  spoke  a  stingmg  word,  daughter ;  but 
you  know  not  what  has  happened.  Kiss  him,  Ca- 
tharine, in  token  of  forgiveness." 

"  Not  so,"  said  Catharine ;  "  I  have  done  him  too 
much  grace  already.  When  he  has  seen  the  errant 
damsel  safe  home,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  claim'his 
reward." 

"  Meantime,"  said  Henry,  "  I  will  claim  as  ywr 
host,  what  you  will  not  allow  me  on  other  terms." 

He  folded  the  fair  maiden  in  his  arms,  and  was 
permitted  to  take  the  salute  which  she  had  refused 
to  bestow. 

As  they  descended  the  stair  together,  the  old  man 
laid  his  hand  on  the  Smith's  shoulder,  and  said, 
"  Henry,  my  dearest  wishes  are  fulfilled ;  but  it  is  the 
pleasure  of  the  saints  that  it  should  be  in  an  hour  of 
difiiculty  and  terror." 

"  True,"  said  the  Smith:  "but  thou  knowest,  father, 
if  our  riots  be  frequent. at  Perth,  at  least  they  seldom 
last  long." 

Then,  opening  a  door  which  led  from  the  house  in* 
to  the  smithy,  **  Hem,  comrades,"  he  cried,  "  Anton, 
Cuthbert,  Dingwell,  and  Ringan !  Let  none  of  yoa 
stir  from  the  place  till  I  return.  Bo  as  true  as  the 
weapons  I  have  taught  you  to  forge;  a  French  crown 
and  a  Scotch  merry-making  for  you,  if  irou  obey  my 
command.  I  leave  a  migh  ty  treasure  in  your  chaiigs. 
Watch  the  doors  well— let  little  Jannekin  scout  up 
and  down  the  wynd,  and  have  your  arms  ready  if  any 
one  approaches  the  house.  Open  the  doors  to  no  man. 
till  Father  Glover  or  I  return ;  it  concerns  my  life  and 
happiness." 

The  strong  swarthy  giants  to  whom  he  spoke,  an- 
swered, "  Death  to  him  who  attempts  it !" 

"  Mv  Catharine  is  now  as  safe,"  said  he  to  her  fa- 
ther, as  if  twentv  men  garrisoned  a  royal  castle  in 
her  cause.  We  snail  pass  most  quietly  to  the  Coun- 
cil-house by  walking  through  the  gaiden." 

He  led  the  way  tnroujgh  a  little  orchard  aocording- 
Iv,  where  the  birds,  which  had  been  sheltered  andfiKl 
during  the  winter  by  the  good-natured  artisan,  early 
in  the  season  as  it  was,  were  saluting  the  precarious 
smiles  of  a  February  sun.  with  a  few  faint  and  inter- 
rupted attempts  at  melody. 

Hear  these  minstrels,  father,"  said  the  Smith :  "I 
laughed  at  them  thu  morning  in  the  btttemeas  or  mr 
heart,  because  the  little  wretches  sung,  with  so  muim 
of  winter  before  them.  But  now,  mettiinks,  I  could 
bear  a  blithe  chorus,  for  I  have  my  Valentine  as  they 
have  theirs ;  and  whatever  Ul  may  he  before  me  for 
to-morrow,  I  am  to-day  the  happiest  man  in  Perth, 
city  or  county,  burgh  or  landward." 

Yet  I  must  allay  your  joy,"  said  the  old  Glover, 
"though,  Heaven  Knows,  I  share  it.— Poor  Oliver 
Proudnite^  the  inofieneive  fool  that  you  and  I  knew 
BO  well,  has  been  found  this  morning  dead  in  die 
streets.' 

"  Only  dead  drunk,  X  trust  1"  said  the  Smith :  '*  nay, 
a  caudle  and  a  dose  of  matrimonial  advice  will  brum 
him  to  life  again." 

"No,  Henry,  no.  He  ia  slain— slain  with  a  battle- 
axe,  or  some  such  weapon." 

"impossible!"  replied  the  Smith ;  "he  was  light- 
footed  enough,  and  would  not  for  all  Perth  have  trust- 
ed to  his  hands,  when  he  could  extricate  himself  by 
his  heels." 

"  No  choice  was  allowed  him.  The  blow  was 
dealt  in  the  very  back  of  his  head ;  he  who  struck 
must  have  been  a  shorter  man  than  himself^  and 
used  a  horseman's  battle-axe,  or  some  such  weapon, 
for  a  Lochaber-axe  must  have  struck  the  upper  part 
of  his  head— But  there  he  lies  dead,  brained,  I  may 
say,  by  a  most  frightful  wound."  ,     ,,  _ 

^'  This  is  inconceivable,"  said  Henry  Wynd.  "  He 
was  in  my  house  at  midnight,  in  a  morrioer's  habit  v 
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Bacrniwl  to  have  been  drinking,  though  not  to  excess. 
He  told  me  a  tale  of  having  been  beset  by  rerdlers, 
and  being  in  danger ;  but  alas  I  you  know  the  man ; 
i  deemed  it  was  a  swaggering  nt  as  he  sometimes 
took  when  he  was  in  Inuor ;  anc^  may  the  Merciful 
Vngin  foroiive  me !  I  let  nim  go  without  company,  in 
which  I  did  him  inhuman  wrong.  Holy  St.  John  be 
my  witness  I  I  would  have  gone  with  any  helpless 
creature ;  and  far  more  with  him,  with  whom  I  nave 
so  often  sat  at  the  same  board,  and  drunken  of  the 
same  cup.  Who,  of  the  race  of  man,  could  have 
thought  of  harming  a  creature  so  simple,  and  so  un- 
cMBending,  excepting  by  his  idle  vaunts !" 
'  "  Henry,  he  wore  thy  bead-piece,  thy  buff-coat, 
thy  target — ^How  came  be  by  these  7" 

"  Why,  he  demanded  the  use  of  them  for  the  night, 
and  I  was  ill  at  ease,  and  well  pleased  to  be  rid  of 
his  company ;  having  kept  no  holiday,  and  being  de- 
termined to  keep  none,  m  respect  of  our  misunder- 
standinjg." 

"  It  18  the  opinion  of  Bailie  Craigdallie,  and  all 
Qor  sagest  connsellors,  that  the  blow  was  intended 
lor  yourself  and  that  it  becomes  you  to  prosecute  the 
doe  vengeance  of  our  fellow-citizen,  who  received  the 
death  wnich  was  meant  for  you." 

The  Smith  was  for  some  time  silent  They  had 
now  left  the  garden,  and  were  walking  in  a  lonely 
lane,  by  which  they  meant  to  approach  the  Council- 
house  of  the  burgh,  without  being  exposed  to  obser- 
vation or  idle  inquiry. 

"  You  are  silent,  my  sonnet  we  two  have  much 
to  speak  ot"  said  Simon  GHover.  "  Bethink  thee 
that  this  widowed  woman  Maudlin,  if  she  should  see 
eause  to  bring  a  charae  against  any  one  for  the 
wrong  done  to  her  and^  her  orphan  children,  must 
support  it  by  a  champion,  accoroing  to  law  and  cus- 
tom ;  for  be  the  murderer  who  he  may.  we  know 
enourili  of  these  followers  of  the  nobles  to  be  assured, 
that  the  party  suspected  will  appeal  to  the  combat, 
in  derision,  perhaps,  of  those  whom  they  will  csll  the 
cowardly  buighers.  While  we  are  men  with  blood 
in  our  veins,  this  must  not  be,  Henry  Wynd." 

'*  I  see  where  you  would  draw  me.  father,"  an- 
swered Henry,  dejectedly;  "  and  St.  John  knows  I 
have  heard  a  summons  to  battle  ns  willingly  as  war- 
borse  ever  heard  the  trumpet.  But  bethink  you«  fa- 
ther, how  I  have  lost  Catharine's  favour  repeatedly, 
and  nave  been  driven  well-nigh  to  despair  of  ever  re- 
gaining it,  for  being,  if  I  may  say  so,  even  too  ready 
a  man  of  my  hands.  And  here  are  all  our  quarrels 
made  up.  and  the  hopes,  that  seemed  this  morning 
removed  b^ond  earthly  prospect,  have  become  nearer 
and  brighter  than  ever;  ana  must  I,- with  the  dear 
one's  kiss  of  forgiveness  on  my  lips,  engage  in  a  new 
scene  of  violence,  which  you  are  weU  aware  will  give 
her  the  deepest  offence  V 

**  It  is  hard  for  me  to  advise  you,  Henry,"  said 
Simon;  "but  this  I  must  ask  you— Have  you,  or 
have  you  not,  reason  to  think,  that  this  poor  unfor- 
tunate Oliver  has  been  mistaken  for  you  7" 

I  fear  it  too  much,"  said  Henry.  "He  was 
thought  something  like  me,  snd  the  poor  fool  had 
studied  to  ape  my  gestures  and  manner  of  walking, 
nay,  the  very  airs  which  I  have  the  trick  of  whist- 
Hng,  that  he  might  increase  a  resemblance  which  has 
cost  him  dear.  I  have  ill-willers  enough,  both  in 
bundi  and  landward,  to  owe  me  a  shrewd  turn ;  and 
h&  1  think,  could  have  none  such." 

**  WelL  Henry,  I  cannot  say  but  my  daughter  will 
be  offended.  She  has  been  much  with  Father  Cle- 
ment, and  has  received  notions  about  peace  and  for- 
giveness, which  methinks  suit  ill  with  a  coimtry 
where  the  laws  cannot  protect  us,  unless  we  have 
spirit  to  protect  ourselves.  If  you  determine  for  the 
combat,  I  will  do  my  beat  to  persuade  her  to  look  on 
the  matter  as  the  other  good  womanhood  in  the 
burgh  will  do ;  and  if  vou  resolve  to  let  the  matter 
net— the  man  who  has  lost  his  life  for  yours  remaining 
imaven^ed*-the  widow  and  the  orphans  without  any 
isfiaration  for  the  loss  of  a  husband  and  father— 1 
will  then  do  you  the  justice  to  remember,  that  I,  at 
least,  ought  not  to  think  the  worse  of  you  for  your 

Kienoe^  since  it  was  adopted  for  love  of  my  cfiUd. 
t,  Hsniy,  we  must  in  that  case  remove  oinselves  | 


from  bonny  St.  Johnston,  Ibr  here  we  wiD  be  bet  a 
dismiced  family." 

Heniy  groaned  deeply,  and  was  sflent  for  an  is- 
stant,  then  replied,  "  I  would  rather  be  dead  than<fis> 
honoured,  though  I  should  never  see  her  again !  Had 
it  been  yesterday  evening,  I  would  have  met  the  best 
blade  among  these  men-at-arms  as  Uitheiy  as  ever  I 
danced  at  a  May-pole.  But  to-day,  when  she  had 
first  as  good  as  said,  'Henry  Smith,  I  love  theef~ 


Father  Glover,  it  is  very  bara.  Yet  it  is  all  my 
fault!  This  poor  unhappy  Oliver!  I  ought  to  have 
allowed  him  the  shelter  of  my  rooC  when  he  pnied 
me  in  his  agony  of  fear ;  or,  had  I  Rone  with  nim,  I 
ahould  then  nave  prevented  or  shared  his  fate.  Bat  I 
taunted  him,  ridiculed  him,  loaded  him  with  Dale> 
dictions,  though  the  saints  know  they  were  uttered  in 
idle  peevishness  of  impatience.  I  drove  him  out  fima 
mv  doors,  whom  I  knew  so  helpless^  to  take  the  hit 
which  was  perhaps  intended  for  me.  I  must  avcnfp 
him,  or  be  dishonoured  for  ever.  See,  father — I  hass 
been  called  a  man  hard  as  the  steel  I  work  in— Dosi 
burnished  steel  ever  drop  tears  like  these  7 — ShaoK 
on  me  that  I  should  shea  them !" 

"It  is  no  shame,  my  dearest  son,"  said  Simoa; 
"  thou  art  as  kind  as  brave,  and  I  have  always  knowa 
it.  There  is  yet  a  chance  for  us.  No  one  may  be  dis> 
covered  to  whom  suq>icion  attaches,  and  vrfaesi 
none  such  is  found,  the  combat  cannot  take  plaea 
It  is  a  harrJ  thing  to  wish  that  the  innocent  blood  mar 
not  be  avenged.  But  if  the  perpetrator  of  this  led 
murder  be  hidden  for  the  present,  thou  wilt  be  saved 
from  the  task  of  seeking  that  vengeance  whicfa  Hea- 
ven, doubtless,  will  take  at  its  own  proper  timcL** 

As  they  spoke  thus,  they  arrived  at  toe  point  of  the 
High  Street  where  the  Council-house  was  aitasisd. 
As  they  reached  the  door,  and  made  their  way  thmM^ 
the  multitude  who  thronged  the  street,  they  fbosd  tM 
avenues  guarded  by  a  select  party  of  annsd  baidi- 
ers,  and  about  fifty  spears  belonging  to  the  KnWbt  sf 
Kinfauns,  who.  with  his  allies  the  GrayS|  filain^ 
Moncrietta,  ana  others,  had  broudit  to  Path  a  eoQ> 
siderable  body  of  horse,  of  which  these  wen  a  pait 
So  soon  as  the  Glover  and  Smith  preeented  tbeoh 
selves,  they  were  admitted  to  the  chamber  in 
the  magistrates  were  assembled. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

A  woman  wsili  Ibr  justice  nt  the  gutm, 
A  widow*d  woraso,  wan  and  deaolata. 

The  Council-room  of  Perth*  presented  a  ■■nnitin 
spectacle.  In  a  gloomy  apartment,  ill  and  inooiiv»> 
niently  lighted  by  two  windows  of  diflbrent  form  aad 
of  unequal  size,  were  assembled,  around  a  lai^  oakca 
table,, a  group  of  men,  of  whom  those  who  occond 
the  higher  seats  were  merchsnts,  that  is,  guild  bH- 
thren,  or  shopkeepers,  arrayed  in  decent  dresees  hi- 
coming  their  stauon,  but  most  of  them  bearing  lis 
the  Regent  York,  "  signs  of  war  around  thar  a«d 
necks ;"  goigets,  namely,  and  bald  ricks,  which  sus- 
tained their  weapons.  The  lower  places  aroimd  the 
table  were  occupied  by  mechanics  and  artiaansi  the 
presidents,  or  deacons,  as  they  were  termed,  <u  the 
working  classes,  in  their  ordinary  clothes,  somewhat 
better  arranged  than  usual.  These  too  wore  pieces 
of  armour  of  various  descriptions.  Some  had  the 
black  jack,  or  doublet,  covered  with  small  plates  d 

u,*  ***  .¥<>'".■?"  ■•'•«  "  J»!«  P**««  whM»  the  roblic 
bhee  of  the  citizenii,  or  their  nwfictratea,  wcra  hoM. 
•eldom  clianaed  in  fomer  timea,  that  then  aecmai  mmh  napo 
to  conclnde  that  Um  meetinn  of  the  lown-eoimeil  of  FWfh  wm» 
alwari  held  in  or  near  the  plaee  where  ihey  still  oonva  ~ 
room  itaeir  if  eTidentlr  modem,  bat  the  mdioioktK 
which  aeoma  to  have  been  reared  clooe  to,  if  it  didMl 
fbnn  a  iiart  of  the  Chanel  of  the  Firfin.  bean  mmar  SHta  av 
antiqaitr.  The  room,  m  which  it  is  not  inprababto  cha  m^^ 
meeUnffl  were  held  about  the  period  of  oor  s«ovf,  tel  hMa  m- 
Itered  of  part  of  its  rtoomy  aspect  in  the  reiati  of  the  tfM 
Jarooa,  bjr  the  addition  of  one  of  those  octaaoaaJ  trnsi 
distinguish  the  arehitectura  of  his  fkvoarita  CochnM. 
per  part  of  it  and  Uie  spire  are  modem,  bot  Um  ' 
IS  a  rood  speetmen  of  that  artist's  taste. 

"  The  power  of  trrinf  criroinaJ  eaaes  of  the  moat  Bmwi 
and  of  inflictina  the  higlwst  punishment  of  the  law.  was 
ed  bf  Robert  tH  to  the  masistraias  of  Perth,  and  w 
If  exercised  by  tliam,  as  the  reeords  of  th«  low* 
prove." 
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iioo  of  a  loaeagd  shape,  which,  tecured  through  the 
upper  angle;  hung  in  rows  above  each,  and  which, 
swaying  with  the  motion  of  the  wearer's  person, 
lorinfld  a  secure  defence  to  the  body.  Others  had 
boffcoatSk  which,  as  already  mentioned,  could  re- 
flist  the  blow  of  a  sword,  and  even  a  lancets  point,  un- 
leas  propelled  with  great  force.  At  the  bottom  of  the 
tafol^  surroonded  as  it  was  with  this  varied  assem- 
bif,  sat  Sir  Louis  Lundin ;  no  military  man.  but  a 
pnest  and  parson  of  St.  John's,  arrayed  iii  his  ca- 
nonical dress,  and  havinghis  pen  and  mk  before  him. 
He  was  town-clerk  of  the  burgh,  and,  like  all  the 
pciesca  of  the  period,  (who  were  called  from  that  cir- 
comstanoe  the  Pope  s  knights,)  received  the  honour- 
able title  of  DominuM,  contracted  into  Dom,or  Dan, 
or  tnnslated  into  Sib,  the  title  of  reverence  due  to 
the  secular  chivalry. 

On  an  elevated  seat,  at  the  head  of  the  council 
board,  waojplaced  Sir  Patrick  Charteris,  in  complete 
armour,  brightly  burnished ;  a  singular  contrast  to 
the, motley  mixture  of  warlike  and  peaceful  attire  ex- 
hifaiced  by  the  burghers,  who  were  oidy  called  to  arms 
oocaaonally.     T^e  bearing  of  the  Provost,  while  it 
completely  admitted  the  intimate  connexion  which 
mvtaal  interests  had  created  betwixt  himself  the 
boigh,  and  the  magistracy,  was  at  the  same  time 
caleuiated  to  assert  the  superiority,  which,  in  virtue 
of  gentle  blood  and  chivalrous  rank,  the  opinions  of 
tlieage  aaaigned  to  him  over  the  members  of  the  as- 
BHDbTjr  in  which  he  presided.    Two  squires  stood  be- 
hind hmi|  one  of  them  holding  the  knight's  pennon, 
and  another  his  shield,  bearing  his  armorial  distinc- 
tions, being  a  hand  holding  a  dagger,  or  short  sword, 
with  the  proud  motto,  7>^w  w  my  charter.    A  hand- 
some page  displaved  the  long  sword  of  his  master, 
and  another  bore  his  lance ;  all  which  chivalrous  em- 
blems and  appurtenances  were  the  more  scrupulous- 
ly exhibited,  that  the  dignitary  to  whom  they  belonff- 
ed  was  engaged  in  discharging  the  office  of  a  bnt]^ 
magistrate.    In  his  own  person  the  Knight  of  Kin- 
laons  appeared  to  afieot  something  of  state  and  stifT- 
nesa,  which  did  not  naturally  pertam  to  his  frank  and 
jovial  character. 

**  80,  you  are  come  at  length,  Henry  Smith  and 
Sinion  Glover,"  ssid  the  Provost  "Know  that  you 
have  kept  us  waiting  for  jrour  attendance.  Should 
it  00  chance  again  while  we  occupy  this  place, 
we  will  lay  such  a  fine  on  you  as  you  will  have 
small  pleasure  in  paying.  Enough— make  no  ex- 
cosen.  They  are  not  asked  now,  and  another  time 
they  will  not  be  admitted.  Know,  sirs,  that  our  re- 
verend clerk  hath  taken  down  in  writing^  and  at  full 
lengthy  what  I  will  tell  you  in  brief)  that  you  may  see 
what  18  to  be  required  of  you,  Henry  Smith  in  parti- 
calar.  Oar  late  fellow-citizeii,  Oliver  Proudfute,  hath 
been  found  dead  in  the  High  Street,  close  by  the  en- 
trance into  the  Wynd.  It  seemeth  ne  was  slain  by  a 
heavy  blow  with  a  short  axe,  dealt  from  behind  and 
atimawares;  and  the  act  by  which  he  £b11  can  only 
be  termed  a  deed  of  foid  and  forethought  murder. 
So  mudi  for  the  crime.  The  criminal  can  only  be 
indicated  by  circumstances.  It  is  recorded  in  the 
protocol  of  the  Reverend  Sir  Louis  Lundin,  that  di- 
vers well  reputed  witnesses  saw  our  deceased  citizen, 
CNiver  Proudfute,  till  a  late  period,  accompanying  the 
Entry  of  the  morrice-dancers,*  of  whom  ne  was 
one,  as  far  as  the  house  of  Simon  Olover,  in  Curfew 
Stteet,  where  thev  again  played  their  pageant  It  is 
also  manifested,  that  at  this  place  he  separated  from 

*  Coosiilefabla  divwiitjr  of  opinion  oxlsts  rameetinff  the  in- 
tadaetioo  of  Qm  Bfoirioe  <Uaee  into  Britain.  Tbe  name  pointB 
It  oat  an  of  Hoorith  orifin ;  and  to  poinilar  has  thia  laapiuir 
kiwi  of  Amneing  for  momoj  oentnriM  been  in  thia  eovnCry,  thai 
irtMo  Hand«i  waa  aaked  to  point  out  the  peeuliar  taato  in  dan- 
and  moaie  of  the  aarefail  nations  of  Enropo— to  the  Flench 


ha  naeribod  the  minuet ;  to  the  Spaniard,  the  larahand :  to  the 
ItalioB,  ttao  anetta ;  to  the  Enclish,  Jhe  hornpipe,  or  Morrioe 

loeal  antiqoarv  whoaa  Undnaaa  has  already  been  mora 
Mice  aoknowleoced,  sara— 

adds  not  a  little  interaat  to  sooh  an  inqninr.  in  eonnation 

a  atory  in  which  the  fortunes  of  a  Perth  giorn  form  so 

t  a  part— to  Ikid  tliat  the  Olorer  Inoorporation  of  Pertli 

-.^.-errad  entiie  amons  their  ralios,  the  attire  of  00a  of 

^rrioe  daneen,  wht^  on  some  feativn  oceoaioa,  exhibited 

'  to  the  joeose  reeraatment'  of  ooa  of  the  Boottnh 

wbUe  on  a  rMl  to  the  Pair  City. 
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the  rest  of  the  band,  after  some  discourse  with  Si' 
mon  Glover,  and  made  an  appointment  to  meet  with 
the  others  of  his  company  at  the  sign  of  the  G^riifin, 
there  to  conclude  the  holiday.— Now,  Simon,  I  de- 
mand of  you  whether  this  be  truly  stated,  as  far  as 
you  know  ?  and  farther,  what  was  the  purport  of  the 
defunct  Oliver  Proudfute's  discourse  wtth  youT' 

"My  Lord  Provost  and  very  worshipful  Sir  Pa- 
trick,*' answered  Simon  Glover,  "  you  and  this  ho* 
nourable  council  shall  know,  that,  touching  certain 
reports  which  had  been  made  of  the  conduct  of  Hen- 
ry Smith,  some  quarrel  had  arisen  between  myself 
and  another  of  my  fiunily,  and  the  said  Smith  here 
present  Now,  this  our  poor  fellow-citizen.  Oliver 
Proudfute,  having  been  active  in  spreading  these  re- 
ports, as  mdeed  nia  element  lay  in  such  gossipred, 
some  words  passed  betwixt  him  and  me  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and.  as  I  think,  he  left  me  with  the  purpose  of 
visiting  Henry  Smith,  for  he  broke  off  from  the  mor- 
rice-dancers,  promising,  as  it  seems,  to  meet  them, 
as  your  honour  has  said,  at  the  sign  of  the  Griffin, 
in  order  to  concltlde  the  evening.  But  what  he  ac- 
tually did,  I  know  not,  as  I  never  again  saw  him  in 

"It  is  enough,"  said  Sir  Patrick,  "and  agrees  with 
all  that  we  have  heard. — Now,  worthy  sirs,  we  next 
find  our  poor  fellow-citizen  environed  oy  a  set  of  re> 
vellers  and  maskers,  who  had  assembled  in  the  High 
Street,  by  whom  he  was  shamefully  ill  treated,  being 
compelled  to  kneel  down  in  the  street,  and  there  to 
quafi  huge  quantities  of  liquor  against  his  inclination, 
until  at  length  he  escaped  from  them  by  flight  This 
violence  was  accomplished  with  drawn  swords,  loud 
shoutflL  and  imprecations,  so  as  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  several  persons,  who,  alarmed  by  the  tumult, 
looked  out  from  their  windows,  as  well  as  of  one  or 
two  passengers,  who,  keeping  aloof  from  the  light  of 
the  torches,  lest  they  also  had  been  maltreated,  be- 
held the  usage  which  our  fellow-citizen  received  in  the 
High  Street  of  the  burgh.  And  although  these  re- 
vellers were  diseuised,  and  used  vizards,  yet  their  dis- 
guises were  well  known,  being  a  aet  of  quaint  mask* 
tag  habits,  prepared  some  weeks  ago  by  command 
of  Sir  John  Uamomy,  Master  of  the  Horse  to  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Rothsay,  Prince  Royal 
of  Scotland." 

A  low  groan  went  through  the  assembly. 

/'  Yes :  so  it  is,  brave  burghers,"  con  tinned  Sir  Pa- 
trick ;  'our  inquiries  have  led  us  into  conclusions 
both  melancholy  and  terrible.  But  as  no  one  can  re- 
gret the  point  at  which  they  seem  likely  to  arrive  mors 
than  I  do,  so  no  man  living  can  dread  its  conseanen- 
ces  less.  It  is  even  so— various  artisans  employed 
upon,the  articles,  have  described  the  dresses  prepared 
for  Sir  John  Ramomy's  mask  as  being  exactly  simi- 
lar to  those  of  the  men  by  whom  Oliver  Proudfute 
was  observed  to  be  maltreated.  And  one  mechanic, 
being  Wingfield  the  feather-dresser^  who  saw  the  re- 
vellers when  they  had  our  fellow-citizen  within  their 
hands,  remarket!  that  they  wore  the  cinctures  and 
coronals  of  painted  fisathers,  which  he  himself  had 
made  by  the  order  of  the  Prince's  Master  of  the  Horseu 

"After  the  moment  of  his  escape  from  these  revel- 
lers, we  lose  all  trace  of  Oliver ;  but  we  can  prove 
that  the  maskers  went  to  Sir  John  Ramomv's,  where 
they  were  admitted,  after  some  show  of  delay.  It  is 
rumoured,  that  thou,  Henry  Smith,  sAwest  our  un- 
happy fellow-citizen  after  fie  had  been  in  (he  hands 
of  these  revellers— What  is  the  truth  of  that  matter  V* 

"  Thia  cnriooa  Teatmeat  is  made  ofAwn-epIonred  aiOt,  in  the 
form  of  a  tainie,  wHh  trappfaigs  of  jpen  and  md  satin.  There 
aecompany  It  tm  kunirtd  •»*^Arhhtmo  maU  circular  beila, 
formedinto  twentyH>ne m^cf  twelve  belle  each. npon  praooa 
of  leather,  made  to  fl«te"tojranw  parts  (rf  the  body,  ^hat 
is  most  ramarkabie  9ktmt  theae  bells,  is  the  P«fft«thi»onatioo 
of  each  set,  and  the  resnlar  mnsieal  interwU$  between  the  torn 
of  each.  Tlie  f  welte  bells  on  each  piece  of  leather  are  of  va- 
rious siaea,  yet  all  eombtninf  to  form  one  perlbet  intonation  ir 
concord  with  the  leadiiiff  note  faithe  set  Tltese  concords  an 
maintsiiMd  not  oaljr  in  each  aet  but  alao  in  the  intcvrals  bo- 
tween  the  various  pieoos.    The  perfotmer  conld  thus  prodooo, 


if  not  a  fww,  at  least  a  pleaainffand  musical  chime.  aoeordiSf 
-  ■kill  the  movements  of  his  bodf.    lldsM 


as  he  reiulated  with  1 .        . 

soflleient  erideaoe  that  the  Morxiee  dance  was  not  quile 
absurd  and  minwaninf  as  mifht  at  flrat  be  supposed  jbat  that 
a  taaleAil  pacfbfmsr  could  five  plaaiaebr  it  to  tbaikiUW,aB 
wall  aa  -——*—»  to  the  ndfar." 


78 


CHRONICLES  OP  THE  CANONOATE. 


[Chat.  XX. 


*'  He  came  to  ray  house  in  the  Wynd,"  said  Henry, 
"  about  half  an  hour  before  midnight ;  and  I  admit- 
ted him,  something  unwillingly,  asne  had  been  keep- 
ing carnival  while  I  remained  at  home :  and  there  is 
ill  talk,  says  the  proverb,  betwixt  a  full  man  and  a 
fasting." 

"  And  in  which  plight  seemed  he  when  thou  didst 
admit  him  T*  said  the  Provost. 

"He  seemed,"  answered  the  Smith, '' out  of  breath, 
and  talked  repeatedly  of  having  been  endangered  by 
revellers.  I  paid  but  small  rraeani,  for  he  was  ever 
a  timorou&  chicksn-spirited,  though  well-meaning 
man,  and  I  held  that  he  was  speaking  more  from 
fancy  than  reality.  But  I  shall  always  account  it  for 
foul  offence  in  myseli^  that  I  did  not  give  him  my 
company,  which  ne  requested ;  and  if  I  live,  I  will 
found  masses  for  his  soul,  in  expiation  of  my  guilt." 

"  Did  he  describe  those  from  whom  he  received  the 
injury  V  said  the  Provost. 
"  Revellers  in  masking  habits,"  replied  Henry. 
*'  And  did  he  intimate  nis  fear  of  having  to  do  with 
them  on  his  return  1"  again  demand^  Sir  Patrick. 

*'  He  alluded  particularly  to  his  being  waylaid,  which 
I  treated  as  visionary,  having  been  able  to  see  no  one 
in  the  lane." 

"  Had  he  then  no  help  from  thee  of  any  kind  what- 
soever ?"  said  the  Provost. 

"Yes,  worshipful,"  replied  the  Smith ; "  he  exchang- 
ed his  morrice  dress  for  my  head-piece,  buff-coat,  and 
target,  which  I  hear  were  found  upon  his  body ;  and 
I  have  at  home  his  morrice-cap  and  bells,  with  the 
jerkin  and  other  things  pertaining.  He  was  to  return 
my  garb  of  fence,  ana  get  back  his  own  masking  suit 
this  day,  had  the  saints  so  permitted." 
*'  Tou  saw  him  not  then  afterwards  7" 
"  Never,  my  lord." 

"  One  word  more,"  said  the  Provost.  "  Have  you 
any  reason  to  think  that  the  blow  which  slew  Ohver 
Proudfute  was  meant  for  another  man  7" 

"  I  have,"  answered  the  Smith ;  "  but  it  is  doubtful, 
and  may  be  dangerous  to  add  such  a  ooigecture,  which 
is  besides  only  a  supposition." 

"  Speak  it  out,  on  your  burgher  faith  and  oath— For 
whom,  think  you,  was  tlie  blow  meant  7" 

"If  I  must  speak,"  replied  Henry, "  I  believe  Oliver 
Proudliite  received  the  fate  which  was  designed  for 
myself;  the  rather  that,  in  his  folly,  Oliver  spoke  of 
trying  to  assume  my  manner  of  walking,  as  well  as 
my  dress." 

Have  you  feud  with  any  one,  that  you  form  such 
an  idea  7"  said  Sir  Patrick  Charteris. 

"  To  mv  shame  and  sin  be  it  spoken,  I  have  feud 
with  Highland  and  Lowland,  English  and  Scot. 
Perth  and  Angus.  I  do  not  believe  poor  Oliver  had 
feud  with  a  new-hatched  chicken. — Alas !  he  was  the 
more  fully  prepared  for  a  sudden  call !" 

"Hark  ye.  Smith,"  said  the  Provost— " Answer 
me  distinctly— Is  there  cause  of  feud  between  the 
household  or  Sir  John  Ramomy  and  yourself  7" 

"  To  a  certainty,  my  lord,  there  is.  It  is  now  ge- 
nerally stud,  that  Black  Quentin,  who  went  over 
Tay  to  Fife  some  days  since,  was  the  owner  of  the 
hand  which  was  found  in  Couvrefew  Street  upon  the 
eve  of  St.  Valentine:  It  was  I  who  struck  off  that 
band  with  a  blow  of  my  broadsword.  As  this  Black 
Qnenun.was  a  chamberlain  of  Sir  John,  and  much 
trusted,  it  is  like  there  must  be  feud  between  me  and 
his  master's  dependants." 

"  It  bears^a  likely  front.  Smith  "  said  Sir  Patrick 
Chartens.—   And  now,  good  brolnera  and  wiee  ma- 

Kttatea,  there  are  two  suppositions,  each  of  which 
ds  to  the  same  coixslusion.  The  maskere  who 
aoized  our  fellow-cmzen,  and  misused  him  in  a  man- 
ner of  which  his  body  retaiu*  some  slight  marks, 
may  have  met  with  their  former  prisoner  as  be  re- 
turned  homewards,  and  finished  tb«ir  ill  usage  by 
taking:  hii  life.  He  himself  expressed  to  Henry  Gh)w 
feacs  that  this  would  be  the  case.  If  this  be  really 
true,  one  or  more  of  Sir  John  Ramomy's  attendants 
must  have  been  the  assassins.  But  I  think  it  more 
utely  that  one  or  two  of  the  revellers  may  have  re- 
mained on  the  field,  or  returned  to  it,  having  chang- 
ed perhaps  their  disguise,  and  that  to  those  men  (ror 
Oliver  Proiidfiite,  in  his  own  personal  appearance, 


would  only  have  been  a  subject  of  sport)  his  appsii* 
tion  in  the  dress,  and  assuming,  as  be  pTopcied  to 
do,  the  manner,  of  Henry  Smith,  was  matter  of  deip 
hatred ;  and  that  seeing  him  alone,  they  had  takn, 
as  they  thought,  a  certam  and  safe  mode  to  rid  them- 
iselves  of  an  enemy  so  dangerous  as  all  men  know 
Hennr  Wynd  is  accounted  by  those  that  are  his  un- 
friencis.  The  same  train  of  reasoning,  sniii,  nMf 
the  guUt  with  the  household  of  Sir  John  RaiDonff. 
How  think  you,  sirs  7  Are  we  not  free  to  chaige  toe 
crime  upon  them  7" 

The  Magistrates  whispered  together  for  semi 
minutes,  and  then  replied  by  the  voice  of  Ba3b 
Craigdallie,— "  Noble  Knight,  and  our  worthy  Pio- 
vost, — we  agree  entirely  m  what  your  wiadom  hu 
spoken  concerning  this  dark  and  bloody  matter ;  nor 
do  we  doubt  your  sagacity  in  tracing  to  the  fi^owsbip 
and  the  company  of  John  Ramorny  of  that  IQl  toe 
villany  which  hath  been  done  to  our  deceased  fA- 
low-citizen,  whether  in  his  own  character  and  capt- 
city,  or  as  mistaking  him  for  our  brave  townsmu, 
Henry  of  the  Wynd.  But  Sir  John,  in  his  owo  b^ 
hali^  and  as  the  Prince's  Master  of  the  Horse,  iDais> 
tains  an  extensive  household ;  and  as  6f  coarse  thi 
charge  will  be  rebutted  by  a  denial,  we  would  uk. 
how  we  shall  proceed  in  that  case?— It  is  tme^cosH 
we  find  law  for  firing  the  lodging,  and  puttina  til 
within  it  to  the  sword,  the  old  proverb  of  *  mn 
rede,  good  rede.'  might  here  apply;  for  a  fookr 
household  of  defiere  of  God,  destroyers  of  meo,  lad 
debauchers  of  women,  are  nowhere  sheltered  than 
are  in  Ramomy's  band.  But  I  doubt  that  this  iob- 
mary  mode  of  execution  would  scarce  be  boraeoit 
by  the  laws ;  and  no  tittle  of  evidence  whidi  I  bti« 
heard  will  tend  to  fix  the  crime  on  any  single  aor 
vidoal  or  individuals." 

Before  the  Provost  could  reply,  the  Town-Ckn 
arose,  and  stroking  his  venerable  beard,  craved  pff* 
mission  to  speak,  which  was  instantly  gnotei 
"  Brethren,"  he  said,  "  as  well  in  our  fathm^  tin 
as  ours,  hath  God,  on  being  rucfatly.  appealed  to,  oos' 
descended  to  make  manifest  the  crimes  of  the  gahr 
and  the  innocoioe  of  those  who  may  have  been  rtiB' 
ly  accused.  Let  us  demand  from  our  SoTeraKB 
Lord.  King  Robert,  who,  when  the  wicked  do  oM 
interfere  to  »ervert  his  good  intentions,  is  as  just  ud 
clement  a  Prince  as  our  annals  can  show  io  tosi 
long  line,  in  the  name  of  the  Fair  City,  and  of  u  the 
commons  in  Scotland,  that  he  give  us,  after  the  a- 
shion  of  our  ancestors,  the  means  of  appeaiiofMo 
Heaven  for  light  upon  this  dark  murder.  We  «w 
demand  the  proof  by  bier-right^  often  granted  io  tst 
days  of  our  Sovereign's  ancestors,  simroved  of  by 
bulls  and  decretals,  and  administcrai  oy  the  greit 
Emperor  Charlemagne  in  France,  by  King  Artto  a 
Britain,  and  by  Gregory  the  Great,  and  the  nnsktr 
Achaios,  in  this  our  land  of  Scotland." 

"  I  have  heard  of  the  bier-right,  Sir  Louis,'' qom 
the  Provost,  "  and  I  know  we  nave  it  in  our  chaziOT 
of  the  Fair  City ;  but  I  am  something  Ul-leamed  m 
the  ancient  laws,  and  would  pray  you  to  inlonn  9 
more  distinctly  olf  its  nature."  .    . 

"  We  will  demand  of  the  King."  said  Sir  Um 
Lundin,  "my  advice  being  taken,  that  thebodfa 
our  murdered  fellow-citizen  be  transMrted  into  t» 
High  Chureh  of  St.  John,*  and  smtaole  masses  in 
for  the  benefit  of  his  soul,  and  for  the  djaoovoT « 
his  foul  murder.  Meantime  we  shall  obtain  vaoKom 
that  Sir  John  Ramomy  give  up  a  list  of  aucb  of  ha 

*  "  Th<^re  is/*  njre  Mr.  Moiriioa^  "  a  mmplidtr  >■  ^  < 
nal  arehitecture  of  the  Imildinf  which  b««|^eaki  •  v<*7p 
orifin,  and  makes  us  suspect  that  the  chaofss  it  has  iMt-^..^ 
have  in  a  ffreat  measure  been  confined  to  its  exterior.  TW?; 
tion  ascribes  its  foundation  to  the  Picts,  and  thcrs  tass mi 
Uiat  in  the  a^  immAdiateIr  subsequent  to  the  >ef  iwyhwy 
thAt  monarehj  it  was  ftmed  throughout  all  ScoUana  as 
probable  that  the  western  part  of  it  was  built  about  that  paw^ 
and  the  eastern  not  long  afterwards,  and  in  Iwth  dirisMOi  tsswu 
still  to  be  seen  a  unify  and  beuutjr  of  design,  which  is  dossttnu 
jttntiee  to  b7  the  broken,  irregular,  and  paltry  aMnorriavw 
the  exterior  has  at  various  times  been  patched  mx  wDsa  w 
three  churches  into  which  it  is  now  cut  down  wers  lo  r*' 
eeihngs  high  and  deeomted,  the  aisles  enriched  by  tbst 

of  the  devotees  to  the  various  altars  which  were  i«afc< 

it,  and  the  arches  fVee  tmm  the  galleries  which  now  MP" 
all  these  Gothic  buildings,— it  must  have  formsd  a  iplsadid  ■» 
tn  for  aaeb  a  qwetaele  as  that  of  the  trial  bj  MsMifU." 
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iuKifleholil  as  were  in  Perth  in  the  oourae  of  the  nuht 
between  Fastem'e  Even  and  this  Ash-Wedoesaay, 
and  become  boond  to  present  them  on  a  certain  day 
and  hour,  to  be  early  named,  in  the  High  Church  of 
Sl  John ;  there  one  by  one  to  pass  before  the  bier  of 
our  murdered  feUow-atizen^  and  in  the  form  prescrib- 
ed to  call  upon  God  and  his  saints  to  bear  witness 
that  he  is  mnocent  of  the  acting,  art  or  part,  of  the 
nuider.  And  credit  me,  as  has  been  indeed  proved 
by  numerous  instances,  that  if  the  murderer  shall  en- 
deavour to  shroud  himself  by  making  such  an  appeal, 
the  antipathy  which  subsists  between  the  dead  oody, 
tnd  the  hand  which  dealt  the  fatal  blow  that  divor- 
ced it  from  the  soul,  will  awaken  some  imperfect  life, 
ander  the  influence  of  which  the  veins  of  the  dead 
man  will  pour  forth  at  the  fatal  wounds  the  blood 
which  has  been  so  long  stagnant  in  the  veins.  Or, 
to  q>eak  more  certainly,  it  is  the  pleasure  of  Heaven, 
by  some  hidden  agencv  which  we  cannot  compre- 
hend, 10  leave  open  this  mode  of  discovering  the 
wickedness  of  him  who  has  defaced  the  image  of  his 
Creator." 

"  I  have  heard  this  law  talked  of,"  said  Sir  Pa- 
trick, "  and  it  was  enforced  in  the  Brace's  time. 
This  sorely  is  no  unlit  period  to  seek,  by  such  a 
mystic  mode  of  inquiry,  the  truth,  to  which  no  ordi- 
oary  means  can  give  us  access,  seeing  that  a  general 
accasation  of  Sir  John's  household  would  full  surely 
be  met  by  a  general  denial.  Yet,  I  must  crave  farther 
of  Sir  Louisi  our  reverend  town-clerk,  how  we  shall 
prevent  the  guilty  person  from  escaping  in  the  in- 
terim'?" 

"The  burghers  will  maintain  a  strict  watch  upon 
mt  wall,  drawbridges  shall  be  raised,  and  portcullises 
lowered,  from  sunset  to  sunrise,  and  strong  patrols 
maintained  through  the  night.  This  guard  the 
bargfaers  will  willingly  maintain,  to  secure  against 
the  escape  of  the  murderer  of  their  townsman.'^ 
.  The  rest  of  the  counsellors  acquiesced,  by  word, 
vni,  and  look,  in  this  proposaL 

Again,"  said  the  Provost,  "  what  if  any  one  of 
Ike  suspected  household  refuse  to  submit  to  the  or- 
deal of  bier-right?" 

*'  He  may  appeal  to  that  of  combat,"  said  the  re- 
verend city  scrioe,  "  with  an  opponent  of  equal  rank ; 
because  the  accused  person  roust  have  his  choice  in 
the  appeal  to  the  judgment  of  Ood,  by  what  ordeal 
he  will  be  tried,  fiut  if  he  refuses  both,  he  must  be 
hdd  as  guilty,  and  so  punished." 

Tjie  sages  of  the  council  unanimously  agreed  with 
the  opinion  of  their  Provost  and  Town-Clerk,  and 
resolved,  in  all  formality,  to  petition  the  King,  as  a 
natter  of  right,  that  the  murder  of  their  fellow-citi- 
len  should  be  inquired  into  according  to  this  ancient 
wrm,  which  was  held  to  manifest  the  truth,  and  re- 
caved  as  matter  of  evidence  in  case  of  murder,  so 
late  as  towards  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
But  before  the  meeting  dissolved,  Bailie  Craigdallie 
uoQglit  it  meet  to  inquire,  who  was  to  be  the  cham- 
inon  of  Maudie,  or  Magdalen  Proudfute,  and  her  two 
oJudren. 

There  need  be  Uttle  inquiry  about  that,"  said  Sir 
£atrick  Charteris ;  "  we  are  men,  and  wear  swords, 
^ch  should  be  broken  over  the  head  of  any  one 
tmongst  us,  who  will  not  draw  it  in  behalf  of  the 
widow  and  orphans  of  our  murdered  fellow-citizen, 
and  in  brave  revenge  of  his  death.  If  Sir  John  Ra- 
^rny  shall  personally  resent  the  inquiry,  Patrick 
Charteris  of  Kinfauns  will  do  battle  with  him  to  the 
ootrance,  whilst  horse  and  man  may  stand,  or  spear 
and  blade  hold  together.  But  in  case  the  cholienger 
f  <Jf  yeomanly  aegrea  well  wot  I  that  Magdalen 
rroudtute  may  choose  ner  own  champion  among  the 
brafest  burghers  of  Perth,  and  shame  and  dishonour 
were  it  to  the  Fair  City  for  ever;  could  she  light  upon 
one  who  were  traitor  and  coward  enough  to  say  her 
n>yl  Bring  her  hither,  that  she  may  make  her  elec- 
tion." 

.Henry  Smith  hear!  this  with  a  melancholy  anti- 
opation  that  the  poor  woman's  choice  would  light 
^n  him,  and  that  his  recent  reconciliation  with  nis 
nnatress  would  be  again  dissolved,  by  his  being  en- 
pfftti  in  a  fresh  quarrel,  from  whicn  there  lay  no 
honourable  means  of  escape,  and  which,  in  any 


other  circumstances,  he  would  have  welcomed  as  a 
^oriousopportunity  of  distinguishing  himself!  hoth  in 
sight  of  the  court  and  of  the  city.  He  was  aware 
that,  under  the  tuition  of  Father  Clement,  Catharine 
viewed  the  ordeal  of  battle  rather  as  an  insult  to  re- 
limon,  than  an  appeal  to  the  Deity,  and  did  not  con- 
sider It  as  reasonable,  that  superior  strength  of  arm, 
or  skill  of  weapon,  should  be  resorted  to  as  the  proof 
of  moral  guilt  or  innocence.  He  had,  therefore,  much 
to  fear  from  her  peculiar  opinions  in  this  particular, 
refined  as  they  were  beyond  those  of  the  age  she 
lived  in. 

While  he  thus  suffered  under  these  contending 
feelings,  Magdalen,  the  widow  of  the  slaughtered 
man,  entered  the  court,  wrapt  in  a  deep  mourning 
teil,  and  followed  and  supported  by  five  or  six 
women  of  good,  (that  is,  or  respectabilitv,)  dressed 
in  the  same  melancholy  attire.  One  of  ner  attend- 
ants held  an  infant  in  her  arms,  the  last  pledge  of 
poor  Oliver's  nuptial  affections.  Another  led  a  little 
tottering  creature  of  ttvo  years,  or  thereabouts,  which 
looked  with  wonder  and  fear,  sometimes  on  the 
black  dress  in  which  they  had  muffled  him,  and 
sometimes  on  the  scene  around  him. 

The  assembly  rose  to  receive  the  melancholy  group, 
and  saluted  them  with  an  expression  of  the  deepest 
sympathy,  which  Magdalen,  though  the  mate  of 
poor  Oliver,  returned  with  an  air  of  dignity,  which 
she  borrowed,  perhaps,  from  the  extremity  of  her 
distress.  Sir  Patrick  Charteris,  then  stepped  for- 
ward, and  with  the  courtesy  of  a  knight  to  a  female 
and  of  a  protector  to  an  oppressed  and  injured 
widow,  took  the  poor  woman's  hand,  and  explained 
to  her  briefly,  by  what  course  the  city  had  resolved  to 
follow  out  the  vengeance  due  for  her  husband's 
slaughter. 

Having,  with  a  softness  and  gentleness  which  did 
not  belong  to  his  general  manner,  ascertained  that  the 
unfortunate  woman  perfectly  understood  what  was 
meant,  he  said  aloud  to  the  assembly,  '*  Qood  citizens 
of  Perth,  and  freebom  men  of  guild  and  craft,  attend 
to  what  is  about  to  pass,  for  it  concerns  your  rights 
and  privileges.  Here  stands  Magdalen  Proudfute, 
desirous  to  follow  forth  the  revenge  due  for  the  death 
of  her  husband,  foully  mnrderedf  as  she  sayeth,  by 
Sir  John  Ramorny,  Knight,  of  that  Ilk,  and  which 
she  offers  to  prove,  by  the  evidence  of  bier-right,  or 
by  the  body  of  a  man.  Therefore,  I,  Patrick  Char- 
teris, being  a  belted  knight  and  freebom  gentleman, 
offer  myself  to  do  battle  in  her  just  quarrel,  whilst 
man  nnd  horse  may  endure,  if  any  one  of  my  degree 
shall  lift  my  glove.~How  say  you.  Magdalen  Proud- 
fute. will  you  accept  me  for  your  champion?" 

•The  widow  answered  with  difficulty,—"  I  can  dAire  ji4. 
none  nobler." 

Sir  Patrick  then  took  her  right  hand  in  1  is,  and, 
kissing  her  forehead,  for  such  was  the  ceremony,  said 
solemnly,—"  So  may  God  and  St.  John  prosper  me 
at  my  need,  as  I  will  do  my  devoir  as  your  champion, 
knightly,  truly,  and  manfully.  Go  now,  Magdalen, 
ana  choose  at  your  will  among  the  burgesses  of  the 
Fair  City,  present  or  absent,  any  one  upon  whom  you 
desire  to  rest  your  challenge,  if  ne  against  whom  von 
bring  plaint  shall  prove  to  be  beneath  my  degree." 

All  eyes  were  turned  to  Henry  Smith,  whom  the 
general  voice  had  already  pointed  out  as  in  every  re- 

S>ect  the  fittest  to  act  as  champion  on  the  occnsioi). 
ut  the  widow  waited  not  for  the  general  prompting 
of  their  looks.  As  soon  as  Sir  Patrick  had  spoken, 
she  crossed  the  floor  to  the  place  where,  near  the 
bottom  of  the  table,  the  armourer  stood  among  the 
men  of  his  degree,  and  took  him  by  the  hand  : — 

"  Henry  Oow,  or  Smith,"  she  said,  "  good  burgher 
and  craftsman,  my— my" 

Husband,  she  would  nave  said,  but  the  word  would 
not  come  forth ;  she  was  obliged  to  change  the  ex- 
pression. 

"  He  who  is  gone,  loved  and  pnzed  you  over  all 
men :  therefore  meet  it  is  that  thou  shouldst  follow 
out  tne  quarrel  of  his  widow  and  orphans." 

If  there  had  been  a  possibihty,  which  in  that  age 
there  was  not,  of  Henry^s  rejecting  or  escaping  from 
a  trust  for  which  all  men  seemed  to  destme  him,  every 
wish  and  idea  of  retreat  was  cut  off,  when  the  widow 
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began  to  addnM  faim ;  and  a  oommand  from  Hea- 
ven could  hardly  have  made  a  stronger  impreaaion 
than  did  the  appeal  of  the  nnfortuiate  Magdalen. 
Her  alloflion  tolua  intimacy  with  thedeceaaedmoved 
him  to  the  soul..  During  Oliver'a  lifei  doobtleaa,  there 
had  been  a  strain  of  absurdity  in  his  ezcessve  predi- 
lection for  Henry,  which,  considering  how  very  dif- 
ferent theywere  in  character,  had  in  it  something  lu- 
dicrous.. But  all  this  was  now  forgotten,  and  Henry. 
S'ving  way  to  his  natural  ardour,  only  remembered 
lat  Oliver  had  been  his  friend  and  intmiate  j  a  man 
who  had  loved  and  honoured  him  as  much  as  he  was 
capable  of  entertaining  such  sentiments  for  anyone; 
and  above  all,  that  there  was  much  reason  to  suspect 
that  the  deceased  had  fallen  victim  to  a  blow  meant 
for  Henry  himself. 

It  was,  therefore,  with  an  alacrity  which,  the  minute 
before,  be  could  scarce  have  commanded,  and  which 
•eemed  to  express  a  stem  pleasure,  that,  having  preas- 
ed  his  lips  to  the  cold  brow  of  the  unhappy  Magdalen, 
the  armourer  replied,— 

"  I,  Henry  the  Smith,  dwelling  m  the  Wynd  of 
Perth,  good  man  and  true,  and  freely  bom,  accept  the 
office  of  champion  to  this  widow  Magdalen,  and  these 
oiphana,  and  will  do  battle  in  their  quarrel  to  the  death, 
with  anv  man  whomaoever  of  my  own  degree,  and 
that  so  long  as  I  shall  draw  breath.  So  h^  me  at 
my  need  God  and  good  St.  John  1" 

There  aroae  from  the  audience  a  half-sqppreaaed 
cry.  expressing  the  intercut  which  the  persons  present 
took  in  the  prosecution  of  the  quarrel,  and  thev  confi- 
dence in  the  iaeue. 

Sir  Patrick  Charteris  then  took  measures  for  re- 
pairing to  the  King's  presence,  and  demanding  leave 
to  proceed  with  mquiry  into  the  murder  of  Oliver 
Proudfute,  according  to  the  custom  of  bier-right,  and, 
if  necessary,  by  combat.  v 

.  He  perfonned  this  duty  after  the  Town-Council  had 
dissolved,  in  a  private  interview  between  himself  and 
the  King,  who  heard  of  this  new  trouble  with  much 
vexation,  and  appointed  next  morning,  after  mass,  for 
Sir  Patrick,  and  the  parties  interested,  to  attend  his 
pleasure  in  council.  In  the  meantime;  a  royal  pursui- 
vant was  despatched  to  the  Constable's  lodgings,  to 
call  over  the  roll  of  Sir  John  Ramorny's  attendants, 
and  charge  him,  with  his  whole  retinue,  under  high 
penalties,  to  abide  within  Perth,  until  the  King^s 
pleasure  should  be  farther  known. 
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In  God's  MiM,  «•  the  lifta  and  all  thinn  fit ; 
TlMn  tot  ttem  end  it— Ood  defend  ttie  ncht  I 
«  Hmrr  IF.  PmnlL 

In  the  same  Council-room  of  the  conventual  pa- 
lace of  t'  e  Dominicans.  King  Robert  was  seated  with 
his  bro'iier  Albany,  whoae  affected  auaterity  of  vir- 
tue, and  real  art  and  dissimulation^  maintained  so 
high  an  influence  over  the  feeble-mmded  monarch. 
It  was  indeed  natural,  that  one  who  seldom  saw 
things  according  to  their  real  forma  and  outlinea, 
should  view  them  according  to  the  light  in  which 
they  were  presented  to  him  by  a  bold  astucious  man, 
possessing  the  claim  of  such  near  relationship. 

Ever  anxious  on  account  of  his  misguided  and  un- 
fortunate son,  the  King  was  now  .endeavouring  to 
make  Albany  coincide  m  opinion  with  hhn,  in  excul- 
pating Rothsay  from  any  part  in  the  death  of  the 
Bonnet-maker,  the  prerosnition  oonoeroing  which 
had  been  left  bj  Sir  Patridk  Charteris  for  his  Majes- 
ty's conskieration. 

"  This  is  an  unhappy  matter,  brother  Robin,"  he 
said,  "  a  most  unhappv  occurrence ;  and  goes  nigh 
to  put  strife  and  quarrel  betwixt  the  nobility  and  me 
commons  here,  as  they  have  been  at  war  together  in 
80  many  distant  lands.  I  see  but  one  cause  of  com- 
fort in  the  matter;  and  that  is^  that  Sir  John  Ra- 
moray  having  received  his  dismissal  from  the  Duke 
of  Rothsay'a  family,  it  cannot  bo  said  that  be  or  any 
of  his  people,  who  may  have  done  this  bloody  deed, 
(if  it  has  truly  been  done  by  then^)  have  beoi  encou- 
raged or  hounded  out  upon  such  an  errand  by  my 
poor  boy.  I  am  sure,  brother,  you  and  I  can  bear 
witaeaa,  bow  readily,  upon  my  entreatiea,  he  agreed 


to  dianusa  Raniorny  from  faja  Mfviee^  on 
that  bmwl  in  Curfew  Street" 

**  I  remember  his  doing  ao,"  said  Albanv;  "and 
well  do  I  hope  that  the  connexion  betwixt  the  Prince 
and  Ramoroy  has  not  been  renewed  smce  he  wlimimA 
to  comply  with  your  Grace'a  wiahee." 

**  Seemed  to  comply '{—The  connexion  renewed  If 
aaid  the  Kmg ;  "  what  mean  yon  by  these  expms- 
sbna,  brother  1  Surely,  when  Davuf  promiaed  to 
me,  that  if  that  unhappy  matter  of  Curfew  Street 
were  but  smothered  up  and  concealed,  be  would  part 
with  Ramomy,  as  he  waa  a  counaellor  thoqght  capa- 
ble of  involving  him  in  aimilar  fooleries^  and  wecld 
aoquieace  in  qur  inflictina  on  him  either  exile,  or  aock 
punishment  as  it  shoukT please  na  to  impose  aurely 
you  cannot  doubt  that  he  waa  sincere  in  hn  proHes- 
aions,  and  would  keep  hia  word?  Remember  yes 
not,  that  when  you  adviaed  that  a  heary  fine  ahoald 
be  levied  upon  his  estate  in  Fife  in  lieu  of  bainh- 
ment,  the  Prince  himaelf  aeemed  to  aay,  that  ex3e 
would  be  better  for  Ramoroy,  and  even  for  himadfT' 

"  I  remember  it  well,  my  royal  brother.  Nor,  tn- 
!y,  could  I  have  auspectcn  Ramomy  of  having  ao  mock 
influence  over  the  prince,  after  having  been  an  ijaisij 
to  placing  him  in  a  simation  ao  pemouai  had  it  not 
been  for  my  royal  kinsman's  own  confeaaion,  dhided 
to  by  your  Grace,  that,  if  aufiered  to  remain  at  coeit. 
he  might  etill  continue  to  influence  his  condacl  I 
then  regretted  I  had  advised  a  fine  in  place  of  exile; 
But  that  time  ia  passed,  and  now  new  mischief  bai 
occured,  fraught  with  much  peril  to  yonr  Majesty,  as 

3 Fell  as  to  your  royal  heir,-  and  to  the  whole  aing- 
om." 

"  What  mean  you,  Rohm  V  aakl  the  weak  minded 
King:  **  By  the  tomb  of  our  parenta  I  by  the  eool  <tf 
Bruce,  our  immortal  ancestor !  I  entreat  thee,  lay 
dearest  brother,  to  take  compaasion  on  me.  Tell  ne 
what  evil  threatens  my  son,  or  mv  kingdom?" 

The  featuree  of  the  King,  trembling  with  anxietj, 
and  his  eyes  brimful  of  teara,  were  oent  upon  in 
brother,  who  aeemed  to  assume  time  for  conadeia- 
tbn  ere  he  replied. 

"My  lord,  the  danger  liea  here.  Your  Grace  be- 
lieves that  the  Prince  had  no  accession  to  this  aeooad 
aggrevsion  upon  the  citizens  of  Perth — the  slaiq^ter 
oftnis  boniiet -making  fellow,  about  whoae  dettth  they 
clamour,  as  a  aet  of  gulls  about  their  oororade,  wfaea 
one  of  the  noisy  brooots  strack  down  by  a  boy'adiafl* 
*'  Their  lives,"  said  the  King,  **  are  dear  to  then- 
aelvea  and  their  friends,  Robin." 

"  Truly,  ay,  my  liege ;  and  they  make  them  dear  to 
us  too.  ere  we  can  settle  with  the  knavea  ^br  the 
leaat  blood-witt.— But,  as  I  said,  your  Majesty  diiaks 
the  Prince  had  no  ahare  in  this  laat  alaucditer :  I  wfll  aoi 
attempt  to  shake  your  belief  in  that  dencate  point,  bat 
will  endeavour  to  oelieve  along  with  yoo.  What  yoa 
think  ia  rule  for  me.  Robert  of  Aioany  will  nem 
think  otherwise  than  Robert  of  broad  Scotland.*' 

"  Thank  you,  thank  vou,"  said  the  Kitug,  taking  \m 
brother's  hand.  "  I  knew  I  might  nrty  that  year 
affection  would  do  iuatice  to  poor  heedlasa  Rothstr, 
who  expoaea  himself  to  so  much  misconainictioe 
that  he  aearcely  deaervea  the  sentimaita  you  fad 
for  him." 

Albany  had  such  an  immoveable  conatancy  of  par 
poae  that  be  was  able  to  return  the  fraternal  presaore  d 
the  King's  hand,  while  tearing  up  by  the  very  roots 
the  bopea  of  ihe  indulgent,  fond  old  man. 

"  But,  alaa!"  the  Duke  continuod,  with  a  alh, 
"this  burly  intractable  Knight  of  Kinfanna,  and  mi 
brawling  herd  of  burghera,  vrill  ifbt  view  the  matter  oi 
we  do.  They  have  the  boldnesa  to  say,  that  ths 
dead  fellow  had  been  misused  by  Rothaay  and  his 
fellows,  who  were  in  the  street  m  made  and  levd, 
stopping  men  and  woihen,  com|>elling  them  to  daac^ 
or  to  drink  huge  quantities  of  wine,  with  otherfolheB 
needless  to  recount :  and  they  say,  that  the  wholeDsr- 
ty  repaired  to  Sir  John  Rnmoray'a  and  broke  taca 
way  into  the  house,  in  order  to  concliKle  tbetr  rrrd 
there;  thus  affording  good  reaaon  to  judge,  that  die 
diamisssl  of  Sir  John  from  the  Prince's  service  vm 
but  a  feigned  stratagem  to  deceive  the  public.  Aod 
hence,  they  urge,  that  if  ill  were  done  that  night,  bf 
Sir  John  Ramomy  or  hia  foUowera,  much  it  la  to  be 
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dKMght  chat  the  Duke  of  RothMy  mutt  have  at  least 
been  privy  to,  if  he  did  not  aatborise  it." 

"  Albany,  this  is  dieadAil  !**  said  theKing ;  "  would 
tiiey  make  a  miirdererof  my  boy?  would  they  pre- 
tend my,  David  would  soil  hie  hands  in  Scottish 
blood,  without  having  either  provocation  or  poipoee  7 
No»  no~they  will  not  invent  calumnies  so  broad  as 
these,  for  they  are  flagrant  and  incredible." 

'*  Pardon,  my  liege/'  answered  the  Duke  of  Alba- 
ny;  /  they  say  the  cause  of  quarrel  which  occasioned 
the  not  m  Curfew  Street,  and  its  consequences,  were 
more  proper  to  the  Prince  than  to  Sh  John ;  since 
none  suspecta,  lar  leas  believae,  that  titat  hopeful  en- 
terpnse  was  conducted  for  the  gratificadon  of  the 
Km^dht  of  Ramorny." 
1)  Thon  driyest  me  mad,  Robin !"  said  the  King. 

I  am  dumb,"  answered  his  brother ;  "  I  did  but 
wptMk  my  poor  mind  according  to  your  royal  order." 

Thou  meanest  well,  I  know,^'  said  the  King; 
but  instead  of  tearing  me  to  pieces  with  the  display 
of  inevitable  calamities,  were  it  not  kinder,  Robin,  to' 
ppat  me  out  some  mode  to  escape  from  them  ?" 
. "  True,  niy  lieee;  but  as  the  only  road  of  extrica- 
ten  la.roufch  ana  difficult,  it  is  necessary  your  Grace 
noula  be  first  possessed  with  the  absolute  necessity 
of  using  it,  ere  you  hear  it  even  described.  The  chi- 
rargeon  muet  first  convince  bis  patient  of  the  incura- 
ble condition  of  a  shattered  member,  ere  he  venture 
to  name  amputation,  though  it  be  the  only  remedy." 

The  King;  at  theee  words  was  roused  to  a  degree  of 
alarm  an^  mdignation,  greater  than  his  brother  had 
denned  he  could  be  awakened  to. 

Shattered  and  mortified  member  I  my  Lord  of 
Albany?  aniputation  the  only  remedy!— These  are 
oomtelligible  words,  my  lord.— If  thou  appliest  them 
to  our  son  Rothsay,  thou  must  make  them  good  to 
the  letter,  else  mayst  thou  \ihve  bitter  cause  to  rue 
the  consequence." 

You  construe  me  too  literally,  my  royal  liege," 
SMd  Albany.  "  I  rooke  not  of  the  Prince  in  such  un- 
beeeemmg  terms;  tor  I  call  Heaven  to  witness,  that 
be  18  dearer  to  me  as  the  son  of  a  well-beloved  bro- 
ther, than  had  he  been  son  of  my  own.  But  I  spoke 
m  r^^rd  to  separating  him  from  the  follies  and  vani- 
ties of  life,  which  holy  men  say  are  like  to -mortified 
isembers,  and  ought,  like  them,  to  be  cut  off  and 
uunown  from  us,  as  things  which  interrupt  our  pro- 
cess in  better  thinn." 

I  understand— thou  wouldst  have  this  Ramomy, 
who  hath  been  thought  the  instrument  of  my  son's 
fpUies.  exiled  from  court,"  said  the  relieved  monarch, 
until  these  unhappy  scandals  are  forgotten,  and 
our  subjects  are  diqwsed  to  look  upon  our  son  with 
dinwrent  and  more  confiding  eyes." 

That  were  good  counsel,  my  liege;  but  mine 
went  a  little — a  very  little— farther.  I  would  have 
the  Prince  himself  removed  for  some  brief  period  from 
court." 

*'  How,  Albany !  part  with  mv  child,  my  first-bom, 
the  light  of  ray  ^es,  and— wilful  as  he  is— the  darling 
w  my  heart !— Oh,  Robin !  I  cannot,  and  I  will  not." 

Nay,  I  did  but  suggest,  my  lord— X  am  sensible 
of  the  wound  such  a  proceeding  must  mflict  on  a  pa- 
rent's heart,  for  I  am  not  myself  a  father  1"  And  he 
himg  his  head,  as  if  in  hopeless  despondency. . 

I  could  not  survive  it,  Albany.  When  I  think 
that  even  our  own  influence  over  nim,  which,  some- 
times forgotten  in  our  absence,  is  ever  effectual  whilst 
he  18  with  us,  is  by  your  plan  to  be  entirely  removed, 
what  perils  might  ne  not  rush  upon?  I  could  not 
Bleep  in  his  absence— I  should  hear  his  death-groan 
in  eyeiT  breeze ;  and  you,  Albany,  though  you  con- 
^elit  Setter,  would  be  nearly  as  anxious." 

Thus  spoke  the  facile  monarch,  willing  to  concili- 
ate his  brother  and  cheat  himselfl  by  taking  it  for 
gnntcd  that  an  afTectioiL  of  which  there  were  no 
tracM,  subsisted  betwixt  the  uncle  and  nephew. 

Vour  paternal  apprehensions  are  too  easily  alarm- 
ed, my  lord,"  said  Albany.  "  I  do  not  propose  to 
leave  the  disposal  of  the  Prince's  motions  to  his  own 
wild  pleasure.  I  understand  that  the  Prinee  is  to  be 
placed  for  a  short  time  under  some  becoming  re- 
straint—that he  should  be  subjected  to  the  charge  of 
■ome  grave  counsellor,  who  must  be  responsible 
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both  for  his  conduct  aad  his  safety,  as  a  tutor  for  his 

PUDII." 

"How!  a  tutor?  and  at  Rothsay's  age?"  ex- 
claimed the  King ;  *'  he  is  two  years  beyond  the  space 
to  which  our  laws  limit  the  term  of  nonage." 

The  wiser  Romans,"  said  Albany,  "  extended  it 
for  four  years  after  the  period  we  assign;  and,  in 
fsommon  sense,  the  right  of  control  ought  to  last  till 
U  be  no  longer  necessary,  and  so  the  time  ou^t  to 
vary  with  the  disposition.  Here  is  young  Lmdsay, 
the  Earl  of  Crawford,  who  they  say  gives  patronage 
to,  Ramorny  on  this  appeal— He  is  a  lad  of  fifteen, 
with  the  deep  passions  and  fixed  purpose  of  a  man  of 
thirty:  while  my  royal  nephew,  m(h  much  more 
amiable  and  noble  qualities  both  of  head  and  heart, 
sometimes  shows,  at  twenty-three  years  of  age,  the 
wanton  hiunours  of  a  boy,  towards  whom  restraint 
may  be  kinoness.— And  do  net  be  discotuaged  that  it 
IS  so,  my  lief^e,  or  angry  with  your  brother  for  telling 
the  truth ;  smce  the  best  fhuts  are  those  that  are 
slowest  in  ripening,  afid  the  best  horses  such  as  give 
most  trouble  to  the  grooms  who  train  them  for  the 
field  or  lists." 

The  Duke  stopped,  and  after  suffering  King  Robert 
to  indulge  for  two  or  three  minutes  in  a  revehe  which 
he  did  not  attempt  to  interrupt,  he  added,  in  a  more 
lively  tone,—"  But.  cheer  up,  my  noble  liege ;  per- 
haps the  feud  may  be  made  up  without  farther  fight- 
ing or  difficulty.  The  widow  is  poor,  for  her  hus- 
band, though  he  was  much  employed,  had  idle  and 
costly  habits.  The  matter  may  be  therefore  redeem- 
ed for  money,  and  the  amount  of  an  assvthment* 
may  be  recovered  out  of  Ramom/s  estate." 

"  Nay.  that  we  will  ourselves  discharae,"  said 
King  Robert,  eagerly  catching  at  the  hope  of  a  pacific 
termination  of  this  unpleasing  debate.  "  Ramomy's 
prospects  will  be  destroyed  by  his  being  sent  from 
court,  and  deprived  of  his  charge  in  Rothsay's  house- 
hold ;  and  it  would  be  ungenerous  to  load  a  falling 
man. — But  here  comes  our  secretary,  the  Prior,  to 
tell  us  the  hour  of  council  approaches; — Good-mor- 
row, my  worthy  father." 
"  Benedicitc,  my  royal  li^e.*'  answered  the  Abbot. 
"  Now,  good  father,"  continued  the  King,  "  with- 
out waiting  for  Rothsay,  whose  accession  to  our 
counsels  we  will  ourselves  guarantee,  proceed  we  to 
the  business  of  our  kingdom.  What  advices  have 
you  from  the  Douglas? 

"  He  has  arrived  at  his  Castle  of  TantalloiL  my 
liege,  and  has  sent  a  post  to  say,  that  though  the 
Earl  of  March  remains  m  sullen  seclusion  in  hu  for- 
tress of  Dunbar,  his  friends  and  followers  are  gather- 
ing and  forming  an  encampment  near  Coldingham, 
where  it  is  supposed  they  intend  to  await  the  amval  of 
a  large  force  of  Enslish,  which  Hotspur  and  Sir  Ralph 
Percy  are  assembling  on  the  English  frontier-" 

**  That  is  cold  news,"  said  the  King ;  "  and  may 
(Sod  forgive  George  of  Dunbar !"— The  Prince  en- 


"  having  spent  a  restless  and  feverish  night." 

"  Ah,  foolish  boy  V  answered  the  King :  "  hadst 
thou  not  been  over  restless  on  Fastem*s  Eve,  thou 
hadst  not  been  feverish  on  the  night  of  Ash  Wed- 
nesday." 

*'  Let  me  not  interrupt  your  prayers,  my  liegei" 
said  the  Prince  lightly.  "  Your  Grace  was  mvokmg 
Heaven  in  behalfofsome  one— an  enemy  doubtless, 
for  these  have  the  finequent  advantage  of  your  ori- 
sons." 

"Sit  down  and  be  at  peace,  foolish  youth!"  said 
his  father,  his  eye  resting  at  the  same  time  on  the 
handsome  face  and  graceful  figure  of  his  favourite 
son.  Rothsay  drew  a  cushion  near  to  his  father's 
feet,  and  threw  himself  carelessly  down  upon  it, 
while  the  King  resumed. 

"I  was  regretting  that  the  Earl  of  March,  havuig 
separated  warm  from  my  hand  with  full  assurance 
that  he  should  receive  compensation  for  every  thing 
which  he  could  complain  of^as  injurious,  should  have 
been   capable  of  caballing  with  Northumberland 

•  A  imilet,  in  atomiiient  Pat  Uood«lMd,  due  to  the 
lationa  of  tbs  dteeaMd. 
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•gnnst  his  own  eoantrr— Is  it  posdble  ha  conld 
doubt  oar  inten&ons  to  make  epod  oar  wordT' 

'*I  will  answer  for  him,  Na"  said  the  Prmce; 
"  March  never  doobted  yoor  Hignness's  word.  Mar- 
ry, he  may  well  hare  made  question  whether  yopr 
learned  counsellon  would  leare'  your  Majesty  the 
power  of  keepinK  it"  . 

Robert  the  Tbird  had  adopted  to  a  great  extent  the 
timkl  policy,  of  not  seeming  to  hear  .expressions, 
which,  being  heard,  reqaired^eren  in  his  own  otss, 
some  aisplay  of  displeasure.  He  passed  on,  therefore, 
in  his  discourse,  without  observing  his  son's  ^>eech ; 
but  in  private,  Rothsav's  rashness  aograented  the 
dupleasore  which  his  father  began  to  entertain  against 
him. 

*  "  It  is  well  the  Douglas  is  on  the  marches,"  said 
the  King.  "  His  breast,  like  those  of  his  ancestors, 
has  ever  been  the  best  bulwark  of  Scotland." 

"  Then  wo  betide  us  if  he  should  tarn  his  back  to 
the  enemy,"  said  the  incorrigible  Rothsay. 

"  Dare  you  impeach  the  courage  of  Douglas  ?"  re- 
plied the  King,  extremely  chafeid. 

"  No  man  dare  question  the  EarPs  courage,"  said 
Rothsay ;  **  it  is  as  certsin  as  his  pride ; — but  his  luck 
may  be  something  doubted." 

By  S.aint  Andrew,  David !"  exclaimed  his  lather, 
**  thou  art  like  a  screecliowl-^every  word  thou  sayesc 
betokens  strife  and  calamity." 

"I  am  silent,  father,"  answered  the  youth. 

"  And  what  news  of  our  Highland  aisturbances  7" 
continued  the  Kuig,  addressing  the  Prior. 

"  I  trust  they  have  assumed  a  favourable  aspect," 
answered  the  clergyman.  "  The  fire  which  threaten- 
ed the  whole  country  is  likely  to  be  drenched  out  by 
the  blood  of  some  forty  or  fifty  kerne ;  for  the  two 
great  confederacies  have  agreed,  bv  solemn  indenture 
of  arms,  to  decide  their  quarrel  with  such  weapons  as 
your  Highness  may  name,  and  in  your  royal  presence, 
m  such  place  as  shall  be  appointed,  on  tbe  30th  of 
March  next  to  come,  being  Parni  Sunday;  the  num- 
ber of  combatants  being  limited  to  thirty  on  each  side, 
and  the  fight  to  be  maintained  to  extremity,  since 
they  affectionately  make  humble  suit  and  petition  to 
your  Majesty,  that  you  will  parentally  condescend 
CO  wave  for  the  day  your  royal  privilege  of  interrupt- 
ing the  combat,  by  flinging  down  of  truncheon,  or 
crying  of  Ho !  until  the  battle  shall  be  utterly  fought 
to  an  end." 

"The  wild  savapcs !"  exclaimed  the  King ;  "  would 
they  limit  our  best  and  dearest  royal  privilege,  that  of 
putting  a  stop  to  strife,  and  crying  truce  to  oattle?— 
will  tney  remove  the  only  motive  which  could  bring 
me  to  the  butcherly  spectacle  of  their  combat?— 
Would  they  fight  like  men,  or  like  their  own  moun- 
tain wolves  ?•' 

"My  lord,"  said  Albany;  "  the  Earl  of  Crawford 
and  I  had  presumed,  without  consulting  you,  to  ratify 
that  preliminary,  for  the  adoption  of  which  we  saw 
much  and  pressing  reason." 

'  "How!  the  Earl  of  Crawford!"  said  the  King. 
"  Methinks  he  is  a  young  counsellor  on  such  gnve 
occurrents." 

*'He  is,"  replied  Albany,  "notwithstanding  his 
early  years,  of  such  esteem  amonghis  Highland  neigh- 
bours, that  I  could  have  done  little  with  them  but  for 
his  sid  and  influence." 

"  Hear  this,  younf^  Rothsay !"  said  the  King  re- 
proachfully to  his  heir. 

"  I  pity  Crawford.  Sire,"  replied  the  Prmce.  "  He 
has  too  early  lost  a  rather,  whose  councils  would  have 
better  become  such  a  season  as  this." 

The  King  turned  next  towards  Albanv  with  a  look 
of  triumph,  at  the  filial  aiTection  which  his  son  dis- 
played in  his  reply. 

Albany  proceeded  without  emotion.  "  It  is  not  the 
life  of  these  Highlandmen,  but  their  death,  which  is 
to  be  profitable  to  this  coinmonwealth  of  Scotland ; 
and  truly  it  seemed  to  the  Earl  of  Crawford  and  my- 
self most  desirable  that  the  combat  should  be  a  stnfc 
of  extermination." 

"  Marry,"  said  the  Prince,  "  if  such  be  the  juvenile 
policy  of  Lindsay,  he  will  be  a  merciful  ruler  some 
ten  or  twelve  vears  hence!  Out  upon  a  boy,  that  is 
hard  of  heart  before  he  has  hah*  upon  his  lip!  Better 


he  had  contented  hiinsetf  with  fifcMtmg  cocks  op  Fi 
tern's  Even,  than  laying sdiemes  tar  mssssi  liiiii:  m 
on  Palm  Sunday,  as  if  he  were  backing  m  Welsh 
msin,  where  all  most  fight  to  dssth." 

"Rothsay  is  li^ty  Albany,"  said  the  King;  ''it 
were  unlike  a  ChnsCian  Monarch  to  sjive  way  in  ibam 
point.  I  cannot  consent  to  see  men  Dsttle  until  tbev 
are  all  hewn  down  like  cattle  in  the  shambles.  It 
would  sicken  me  to  look  at  it,  and  the  warder  would 
drop  from  my  hand  for  mere  lack  of  strength  to  h<rfd 
it." 

"  It  would  drop  unheeded."  said  Albany.  "  Let  me 
entreat  your  Ckace  to  reoouect,  that  you  only  grreqp 
a  royal  privilege,  which,  ezerdsed,  would  win  yoa  no 
respect,  since  it  would  receive  no  obedience.  Were 
your  Majesty  to  throw  down  vonr  warder  when  tbe 
war  is  high,  and  these  men's  olood  is  hot,  it  wonld 
meet  no  more  rcKsrd  than  if  a  q>arrow  shoold  drop 
amon|(  a  herd  of  battling  wolves  the  straw  whidi  he 
was  carrying  to  his  nest.  Nothing  will  separate 
them  but  the  exhaustion  of  slaughter;  and  better 
they  sustain  it  at  the  hands  of  each  other,  than  from 
the  swords  of  sijch  troops  as  might  attempt  to  sepa- 
rate them  at  your  Majesty's  commands.  An  attempt 
to  keep  the  peace  bv  violence,  would  be  constmed 
into  an  ambush  laid  for  them;  both  parties  would 
unite  to  resist  it, — the  slau^ter  would  be  the  same; 
snd  the  hoped-for  results  of  future  peace  woold  be  nt- 
tevly  disap[>otnted." 

"  There  is  even  too  much  truth  in  what  you  say, 
brother  Robin,"  rephed  the  flexible  King.  ''^To  little 
puipose  is  it  to  command  what  I  cannot  enforce ; 
and,  although  I  have  tbe  unhappiness  to  do  so  eadi 
day  of  my  lue,  it  were  needless  to  give  snch  a  ven 
public  example  of  royal  impotency^  before  the  crowu 
who  may  assemble  to  behcdd  this  ^>ectacle.  Let 
these  savage  men,  therefore,  work  their  bloody  wil 
to  the  uttermost^  upon  each  other ;  I  will  not  attempt 
to  forbid  what  I  cannot  prevent  them  from  executing. 
—Heaven  help  this  wretched  countiy !  I  will  to  my 
oratory  and  pray  for  her,  since  to  aid  her  by  band 
and  head  is  alike  denied  to  me.  Father  Prior,  Iprav 
the  support  of  your  arm." 

"Nay,  but,  brother,"  said  Albany,  "forgive  me  if  I 
remind  you,  that  we  must  hear  the  matter  between 
the  citizens  of  Perth  snd  Ramomy,  aboat  the  death 
of  a  townsman" 

"  True,  true"— said  the  Monarch,  reseating  himaelf ; 
"  more  violence— more  battle— Oh,  Scotland  I  Scot- 
land !  if  the  best  blood  of  thy  bravest  children  ooidd 
enrich  thy  barren  soil,  what  land  on  earth  would  ex- 
cel thee  in  fertilitv !  When  is  it  that  a  white  hair  is 
seen  on  the  beard  of  a  Scottish  man,  unless  he  be 
some  wretch  like  thy  sovereign,  protected  firom  mur- 
der by,  impotence,  to  witnessnbe  scenes  of  slaughier 
to  which  he  cannot  put  a  period  ?— Let  them  come  in 
—delay  them  not.  They  are  in  haste  to  kill,  and 
grudge  each  other  each  fresh  breath  of  their  Creauv's 
blessed  air.  The  demon  of  strife  and  slaughter  bath 
possessed  the  whole  land !" 

As  the  mild  Prince  threw  himself  back  on  his  seat, 
with  an  air  or  impatience  and  anger  not  very  unu 
with  him,  the  door  at  the  lower  end  of  tho  room  was 
unclosed,  and^  advancing  from  the  gallery  into  which 
it  led,  (where  iiiperspective  was  seen  a  guard  of  the 
Bute-men,  or  Brandanes,  under  armiu  came^  in 
mournfiil  procession,  the  i^idow  of  poor  Oliver,  led  bf 
Sir  Patrick  Charteris,  with  as  much  respect  as  if  ihe 
had  been  a  lady  of  the  first  rank.    Behind  them  came 
two  women  of  good,  the  wives  of  magistrates  of  tbe 
city,  both  in  mourning  garments,  one  oeaiing  the  in* 
fant,  and  the  other  leading  the  elder  child.  'Tbe  Smith 
followed  in  his  best  attire,  and  wearing  over  his  boff- 
co^t  a  scarf  of  crape.    Bailie  Craigdallie,  and  a  hm- 
iher  magistrate,  closed  the  melancholy  procesaoD, 
exhibiting  similar  marks  of  mourning. 

The  good  King's  transitory  passion  was  gooe  the 
instant  he  looked  on  the  pallid  countenance  of  the 
sorrowing  widow,  and  beheld  the  unconsciousness  of 
the  innocent  orphans  who  had  sustained  so  great  a 
loss ;  and  when  Sir  Patrick  Charteris  had  assisicd 
Magdalen  Proudfute  to  kneel  down,  and,  still  faoldipjs 
her  hand,  kneeled  himself  on  one  knee,  it  was  with 
a  sympathetic  tone  that  King  Robert  asked  ber  Dime 
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iad  buameaa.     She  made  no  answer,  but  muttered 
MHnethii]&  looking  towards  Her  conductor. 

^^SpeaK  for  the  poor  woman.  Sir  Patrick  Charte- 
ria^"  mi  the  Kins,  and  tell  us  the  cause  of  her  seek- 
lOK  our  presence." 

So  please  you,  my  liege,"  answered  Sir  Patrick, 
DaBtff  up,  *^  this  woman,  and  these  unhappy  orphans, 
make  plaint  to  your  Highness  upon  Sir  John  Ramor- 
uy  of  Ramomv,  Knight,  that  by  him,  or  by  some  of 
Ibs  household,  ner  umquhile  husband,  OHver  Proud- 
tate,  freeman  and  burgess  of  Perth,  was  slain  upon 
Ihe  atieets  of  the  citv  on  the  Eve  of  Shrove  Tuesday, 
or  morning  of  Ash  Wednesday.** 

**  Woman,"  replied  the  King,  with  much  kindness, 
**  thou  art  jgentle  by  sex,  and  shouldst  be  pitiful  even 
>y  thy  affliction ;  for  our  own  calamity  ought  to  make 
VB — ^oay,  I  think  it  doth  make  us— merciful  to  others. 
Thy  husband  h::th  only  trodden  the  path  appointed 
to  OB  all." 

**In  his  case,"  said  the  widow,  "my  liege  must  re- 
member it  has  been  a  brief  and  a  bloody  one." 

"  I  agree  he  hatlf  had  foul  measure.  But  since.I 
hare  been  unable  to  protect  him,  as  I  confess  was 
my  royal  duty,  I  am  willing,  m  atonement,  to  sup- 
-port  thee  and  these  orphans,  as  well,  or  better,  than 
yoQ  lived  in  the  days  of  your  husband ;  only  do  thou 
pasB  from  this  charge,  and  be  not  the  occasion  of 
■Miling  more  life.  Remember,  I  put  before  you  the 
cnoice  betwixt  practising  mercy  and  pursuing  ven- 
geaooe,  and  that  betwixt  plenty  and  penury." 

"  It  18  true,  mv  liege,  we  are  poor,  answered  the 
widow,  with  unshaken  firmness;  "but  I  and  my  child- 
RQ  wfU  feed  with  the  beasts  of  the  field,  ere  we  live 
on  the  price  of  my  husband's  blood.  I  demabd  the 
combat  by  my  champion,  as  you  are  belted  knight 
aod  crowned  King:." 

**!  knew  it  would  be  so !"  said  the  Song,  aside  to 
Albany.  "In  Scotland,  the  first  words  stammered 
by  an  infant  and  the  last  uttered  by  a  dyinf^  jgray- 
beazd,  are —  combat— blood— revenge.'— It  skills  not 
axmxing  finrther.    Admit  the  defendants." 

Sir  John  Ramorny  entered  the  apartment  He 
was  dressed  in  a  long  furred  robe,  such  as  men  of 
quality  wore  when  they  were  unarmed.  Concealed 
oy  the  folds  of  draperV;  his  wounded  arm  was  sup- 
ported by  a  scarf;  or  sling  of  crimson  silk*  and  with 
the  left  arm  he  leaned  on  a  vouth,  who.  scarcely  be- 
yond the  years  of  boyhood,  bore  on  his  brow  the 
aeq>  inipression  of  early  thought,  and  premature  pas- 
■on.  This  was  that  celebrated  LinHsay,  E^rl  of 
Crawford,  who,  in  his  aAoxlays,  was  known  by  the 
epithet  of  the  Tiger  E^rl,*  and  who  ruled  the  great 
and  rich  valley  oi  Strath  more  with  the  absolute  pow- 
er and  unrdenting  cruelty  of  a  feudal  tyrant  Two 
or  three  gentlemen,  friends  of  the  Earl,  or  pf  his  own, 
oomitenanced  Sir  John  Ramorny  by  their  presence 
on  this  occasion.  The  charge  was  again  stated,  and 
met  by  a  broad  denial  on  the  part  of  the  accused ; 
and  in  reply,  the  challengers  ofiered  to  prove  their  as- 
sertion by  an  appeal  to  the  ordeal  of  bier-right 

"I  am  not  bound,"  answered  Sir  John  Ramorny, 
**to  submit  to  this  ordeal,  since  I  can  prove,  by  the 
evidence  of  my  late  royal  master,  that  I  was  in  m^ 
own  lodgmga,  lyingpn  my  bed,  ill  at  ease,  while  this 
Provost  and  these  baihes  pretend  I  was  committing 
a  crime  to  which  I  had  neither  will  nor  temptation. 
I  can  therefore  be  no  just  object  of  suspicion. 

"I  can  aver,"  said  the  Prince,  **  that  I  saw  and 
conversed  with  Sir  John  Ramorny  about  some  mat- 
ters concerning  my  own  household,  on  the  very  night 
when  this  murder  was  a-doing.  I  therefore  know 
that  he  was  ill  at  ease,  and  could  not  in  person 
commit  the  deed  in  question.  But  I  know  nothing 
of  the  employment  of  his  attendants,  and  will  not 
take  it  upon  me  to  say  that  some  one  of  them  may 
not  have  been  guilty  of  the  crime  now  charged  on 
them." 

Sir  John  Ramorny  had,  during  the  begiiming  of 
this  speech,  looked  round  with  an  air  of  defiance, 
which  was  somewhat  disconcerted  by  the  concluding 
sentence  of  Rothsay  s  speech.  "  I  thank  your  High- 
ness," he  said,  with  a  smile,  "for  your  cautious  and 

•  sir  David  I^iidMje,  flnt  Earl  of  CiawftMrd,  end  broUieriii- 
kw  to  Robert  ID. 


Uimted  testimony  in  my  behal£  He  was  wise  who 
wrote,  'Put  not  your  faith  in  Princes.' " 

"  If  YOU  have  no  other  evidence  of  your  innocence. 
Sir  John  Ramorny,"  said  the  King,  "  we  may  not, 
in,  respect  to  your  followers,  refuse  to  the  iAJured 
widow  and  orphans,  the  complainers,  the  grant  of  a 
proof  by  ordeal  of  bier-right,  unless  any  of  them 
should  prefer  that  of  combat  For  yourselQ  you  are, 
by  the  Prince's  evidence,  freed  from  the  attaint" 

"MyUege,"answered  Sir  John,  "I  can  take  war- 
rant  upon  myself  for  the  innocence  of  my  house- 
hold and  followers." 

"  Why  so  a  monk  or  a  woman  might  speak,"  said 
Sir  Patrick  Charteris.  "In  knightly  lang^uage,  wilt 
■thou.  Sir  John  de  Ramorny.  do  battle  with  me  in 
the  behalf  of  thy  followers  1'^ 

"The  Provost  of  Perth  had  not  obtained  titne  to 
name  the  word  combat,"  said  Ramorny,  "ere  I  would 
have  accepted  it  But  I  am  not  at  present  fit  to  hold 
a  lance." 

"I  am  glad  of  it,  under  your  favour,  Sir  John- 
There  will  be  the  less  bloodshed,"  said  the  King. 
,  You  must  therefore  produce  your  followers  accora- 
mg  to  your  steward's  household  book,  in  the  great 
church  of  St.  John,  that,  in  presence  of  all  whom  it 
may  concern,  they  may  purge  themselves  of  this  ac- 
cusation. See  that  every  man  of  them  do  appear  at 
the  time  of  High  Mass,  otherwise  your  honour  may 
be  sorely  tainted." 

"They  shall  attend  to  a  man,"  said  Sir  John  Ra- 
morny. Then  bowing  low  to  the  King,  he  directed 
himself  to  the  young  Duke  of  Rothsay.  and  making 
a  deep  obeisance,  spoke  so  as  to  be  heard  by  bun 
alone.  "  You  have  used  me  generously,  my  lord  I— 
One  word  of  your  lips  could  have  ended  this  contro- 
versy, and  you  have  refused  to  speak  it!"— 

"  On  my  life,"  whispered  the  Prince,  "  I  vpake  aa 
far  as  the  extreme  verge  of  truth  and  conscience 
would  permit  I  think  thou  oouldst  not  expect  1 
should  frame  lies  for  thee  i — and  after  all,  John,  in  my 
broken  recollections  of  that  nijght,  I  do  bethink  me  di 
a  butcherly-looking  mute,  with  a  curtal-axcL  much 
like  such  a  one  as  mav  have  done  yonder  night-job  1 
—Ha!  have  I  toucheayou,  Sir  Knight?" 

Ramorny  made  no  answer,  but  turned  away  aa 
precipitately  as  if  some  one  had  pressed  suddenly  on 
his  wounded  arm,  and  refluned  his  lodgings  with  the 
Earl  of  Crawford ;  to  whom,  though  disposed  for 
any  thing  rather  than  revelry,  he  was  obliged  to  ofier 
asplendid  collation,  to  adtnowledge  in  some  degree 
his  sense  of  the  countenance  whicn  the  young  noble 
had  afforded  him. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

In  pottjogry  tia  wrocht  great  prne : 

He  murdrett  mony  in  medeejnfl.— DuMBAB. 

Whkn,  after  an  entertainment,  the  prolonging  of 
which  was  like  torture  to  the  v/ounded  knight,  the 
Earl  of  Crawford  at  length  took  horse,  to  go  to  his 
distant  quarters  in  the  Castle  of  Dupplin,  where  he  re- 
sided as  a  guest,  the  Knight  of  Ramorny  Tetired  into 
his  sleeping  apartment,  agonized  by  pains  of  body  and 
aindety  of  mind.  Here  he  found  Henbane  D  wmmg, 
on  whom  it  was  his  hard  fate  to  depend  for  consola- 
tion in  both  respects.  The  nhysician,  with  his  afiec- 
tation  of  extreme  humility,  hoped  he  saw  his  exalted 
patient  merry  and  happy. 

"Meny  as  amad  dog!"  said  Ramorny,  "and  hap- 
py as  the  wretch  whom  the  cur  hath  bitten,  and  who 
begins  to  feel  the  approach  of  the  ravening  madness. 
That  ruthless  boy,  Crawford,  saw  my  agony,  and 
spared  not  a  singfe  carouse.  I  must  do  him  ju»H^ 
forsooth!  If  I  had  done  justice  to  him  and  to  the 
world,  I  had  thrown  him  out  of  window,  and  cut 
short  a  career,  which,  if  he  grow  up  as  he  hu  begun, 
will  prove  a  source  of  misery  to  all  Scotland,  but  es- 
pecially to  Tayside.— Take  Heed  as  thou  undoest  the 
ugatures,  dhirurgeon ;  the  touch  of  a  0r  s  wuig  on 
that  raw  glowing  stump  were  Uke  a  dagger  to  me.. 

"Fear  not  my  noble  patron,"  said  the  leech,  with 
a  chuckling  laugh  of  ei^c^ent,  which  he  vainly  en- 
deavoured to  d^*^"***  under  a  tone  of  affected  sensi- 
bility.   "  We  vriu  apply  some  firesh  balsam,  and— fasb 
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he,  lie  1— feliove  your  knlghtlv  honour  of  the  irritation 
which  you  Bustain  lo  firmlr." 

"Firmly,  mani"  said  Ramomy,  gnnmng  with 
pein;  **l  sustain  it  as  I  would  the  scorchmg  names 
ofpurRatory— the  bone  seems  made  of  red-hot  von 
— tny  greasy  ointment  will  hiss  as  it  drops  upon  the 
woundh— And  yet  it  is  December's  ice,  compared  to 
thefever-fitofmymindr      ,.  ,     ^    , 

"We  wiU  first  use  our  emolbente  iqwn  the  body, 
my  noble  patron,"  said  Dwining;  "uid  then,  with 
your  knighthood  s  permission,  your  senrant  will  try 
his  art  on  the  troubled  mind— though  I  fain  hope  even 
the  mental  pain  also  may  in  some  degree  depend  on 
the  hritation  of  the  wound,  and  that,  abated  as  I  trust 
the  ooiporeal  pangs  will  soon  be,  perhape  the  stormy 
feelings  of  the  mind  may  subside  of  themselves." 

"iHnbane  Dwining,  said  the  patient,  as  he  fielt 
the  pain  of  his  wound  assuaged,  "  thou  art  a  preaous 
and  invaluaMe  leech,  but  some  things  are  beyond  thjr 
power.  Thou  canst  stupify  my  bodily  sense  of  this 
ragiag  agony,  but  thou  canst  not  teach  me  to  bear 
the  scorn  of  me  boy  whom  I  hare  brought  up  ;--whom 
I  lored,  Dwinin^lor  I  did  love  him— aearty  love 
him !  Tlie  worst  of  my  ill  deeds  have  been  to  flatter 
his  vices— and  he  grudged  me  a  word  of  his  mouth, 
when  a  word  would  have  allayed  this  cumber  I  He 
smiled,  too— I  saw  him  smile,  when  yon  paltry  Pro- 
vost, the  companion  and  patron  of  wretched  burgh- 
ers, ^fied  me,  whom  this  heartless  Prince  knew  to 
be  unable  to  bear  arma— Ere  I  forget  or  forgive  it, 
thou  thmlf  shalt  preach  up  the  pardoning  of  inju- 
ries I^And  then  the  cars  for  to-mormw— Think^st 
theo,  Henbane  Dwining.  that,  in  very  reaUtv,  the 
wounds  of  the  slaughterao  corpse  will  gape,  and  shed 
tears  of  fresh  bloodat  the  muraerer's  approach  T" 

"  I  cannot  tell,  my  lord,  save  bv  report,"  said  Dwi- 
ning. "which  avouches  the  fscL'^ 

"rile  brute  Bonthron,"  said  Ramomy,  "  is  startled 
at  the  apprehension  of  such  a  thing,  and  speaks  of 
being  rather  willing  to  stand  the  combat.  What 
think*8t  thdu?— he  is  a  fellow  of  steeL" 

"It  is  the  armourer's  trade  to  deal  with  steel,"  re- 
plied  Dwining. 

"  Were  Bonthron  to  fall,  it  would  little  grieve  m&" 
said  Ramomy;  "though  I  should  miss  an  useful 
hand." 

"  I  well  believe  your  lordship  will  not  sorrow  as  for 
that  you  lost  in  Curfew  Street— Excuse  my  pleasant- 
ry—he,  he,  he!— But  what  are  the  useful  properties 
of  this  fellow  Bonthron  V 

"  Those  of  a  bull-dog,"  answend  thrknight ;  "  he 
worries  without  baridng." 

"You have  no  fear  of  his  confessing?"  said  the 
physician. 

^*Who  can  tell  what  the  dread  of  approaching 
death  may  do  T"  replied  the  patient.  "  He  has  al- 
ready shown  a  timorousness  entirely  alien  from  his 
ordinary  suUenness  of  namre ;  he  that  would  scsroe 
wash  his  hands  after  be  had  slain  a  man,  is  now 
afiakl  to  see  a  dead  bodv  bleed." 

"Well,"  said  the  leech,  "  I  must  do  something  for 
him  if  I  can,  since  it  was  to  ferther  my  revenge  that 
he  struck  yonder  downright  blow,  though  by  ul  luck 
it  lighted  not 'where  it  was  intended." 

**And  whose  fault  was  that,  timid  villain,"  said 
Ramomy,  "save  thine  own,  who  marked  a  rascal 
deerfor  a  buck  of  the  first  head?" 

"Benedidte,  noble  sir,"  replied  the  mediciner; 
"  would  you  have  me.  who  know  little  save  of  cham- 
ber practice,  be  as  skijfiil  of  woodcraft  as  your  noble 
sel(  or  tell  hart  from  hind,  doe  from  roe,  m  a  glade 
at  nudnight?  I  misdoubted  me  little  when  I  saw  the 
figure  run  past  us  to  the  Smith's  habitation  in  the 
wynd,  habited  like  a  morrioe-danoer ;  and  yetniy  mind 
pntly  misgave  me  whether  it  was  our  man,  ior  ine> 
thought  he  seemed  less  of  stature.  But  when  he 
came  out  again,  after  so  much  time  as  to  change  his 
dress,  and  swaggered  onwards  with  bufT-coat  and 
steel'cap.  whistlmg  after  the  armouiei's  wonted  fe- 
shion,  I  do  own  I  was  mistakoi,  mper  tdam  maU- 
H«m,  and  loosed  your  knighthood'^B  bu]l-dog  upon 
him,  who  did  his  devoir  most  duly,  though  he  pulled 
down  the  wrong  deer.  Therefore,  unless  the  accur- 
sed Smith  Idll  our  poor  friend  stonienlead  on  the  spot. 


I  am  determined,  if  art.  may  do  it,  that  the  ban-dog 
Bonthron  shall  not  miscarry." 

'*  It  will  put  thine  art  to  the  test,  man  of  medicine,*' 
said  Ramomy <  "for  know,  that  having  the  wofat  ef 
the  nombat,  u  our  champion  be  iu>t  killed  stone-dead 
in  the  lists,  he  will  be  drawn  forth  of  them  by  the 
heels,  and  without  farther  ceremony  knitted  up  to  the 

fallows,  as  convicted  of  the  murder ;  and  when  hs 
ath  swung  there  like  a  loose  tassel  for  an  hour  or  sd^ 
I  think  thou  wilt  hardly  take  it  in  hand  to  cure  )m 
broken  neck." 

"I  am  of  a  difiecept  opmion,  may  it  please  year 
knighthood,"  answered  Dwining,  gently.  "I  wSL 
carry  him  off  from  die  very  foot  of  the  jgaHowa  ints 
■the  land  of  faery,  like  King  Arthur  or  Sir  Haron  of 
Bordeaux,  or  Ugero  the  Dane :  or  I  will,  if  I  please; 
suflSnr  him  to  dangle  on  the  gibbet  for  a  certain 


her  of  miiratea,  or  hours,  and  then  whisk  him  awar 

as  the  wind 
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from  the  sight  of  all,  with  as  much 
wafts  away  the  withered  leaf." 

"  This  is  idle  boasting;  Sir  Leech,"  replied  Raoior- 
ny.  "  The  whole  mob  of  Perth  wiH  attend  him  to  the 
gallows,  each  more  eager  than  anodier  to  see  the  v»> 
tainer  of  a  nobleman  die,  for  the  daughtar  of  a  cock- 
oldly  citizen.  There  will  oe  a  thousaaid  of  them  touDd 
the  gibbet's  foot." 

"And  were  there  ten  thousand,"  said  Dwuna^ 
"shall  I,  who  am  a  high  dark,  and  have  stufied  la 
Spain,  and  Araby  itself  not  be  able  to  deceive  tbs 
eyes  of  this  hoggish  herd  of  citixens,  when  thepettiesi 
juggler  that  ever  dealt  in  legerdemain  can  giul  eveo 
the  sharp  observation  of  your  mostinteUifcent  kqjght^ 
hood  ?  I  tell  you,  I  will  put  the  chanse  on  them  as  if 
I  were  in  possession  of  Keddie's  ring?' 

"If  thou  speakest  truth,"  answered  tha  knoghl, 
"  and  I  think  thou  darest  not  palter  with  ma  on  aaeb 
a  theme,  thou  must  have  the  aid  of  Satan,  and  I  wiB 
have  nought  to  do  with  bim.  I  disown  and  di^ 
him." 

Dwiniiig  indulged  m  his  mtemal  chnekfin^  laagk 
when  he  heard  his  patron  testily  his  dafianos  of  toe 
foul  Fiend,  and  saw  him  second  it  by 
selfl  He  composed  himself,  however,  upon 
ing  Raraoray's  napect  become  very  stem,  and 
with  tolerable  gravity,  though  a  little  intemptad  by 
the  effort  necessary  to  suppress  his  mirthful  aaood.— 

"  Confederacy,  most  devout  sir ;  confederacy  is  tat 
soul  of  jugglery.  But— he,  he,  he !— I  have  not  the 
honour  to  do— be,  he  I— an  ally  of  the  Bentlenaan  of 
whom  yoii  spesk— in  whose  existence  Fam — ^be,  he! 
—no  very  profound  believer,  though  your  knighlshn 
doubtless,  nath  better  opportunities  of  aoqiuaintaaoa" 

"  Proceed,  rascal,  and  without  that  sneer,  wfakh 
thou  mayst  otherwise  dearly  pay  for." 

"  I  will,  most  undaunted,"  replwd  Dwining:  "L 
that  I  have  my  confederate  too,  else  my  akfll 
little  worth." 

"  And  who  may  that  be,  prey  iron  ?" 

"  Stephen  Smotherwell,  n  it  like  your  bononr,  lockr 
man*  of  this  Psir  City.  I  marvd  your  kaighiinsd 
knows  him  not." 

"  And  I  marvel  thy  knaveship  known  him  not  en 
professional  acquaintance,"  replied  Ramomy :  "  bat  I 
see  thy  nose  is  unslit,  thy  ean  yet  uncroppao,  and  if 
thy  sboolden  are  scared  or  branded,  thoa  art 
usiiig  a  hig^-oollared  jerkin." 

"  He,  he  I  ]ronr  honour  is  pleasant,"  said  ths 
diciner.  "  It  is  not  by  personal  drcnmatanesa  that  I 
have  acquired  the  intimacy  of  Stephen  SmotlisiaiH 
but  on  aoeount  of  a  certain  traffic  betwijEt  oe^  in 
which,  an' t  please  yon,  I  exchange  certain  sums  sf 
silver  for  the  bodies^  heads,  and  nmba,  of  thoas  whs 
dis  by  aid  of  friend  Stephen." 

"  Wi«tch  I"  exclaimed  the  kn«fat  with  homr,  ''is 
it  to  compose  charms  and  forward  works  of  wiieh- 
craft,  that  yon  trade  for  these  miasrahla  niBa  ef 
mortality  7" 

"  He,  he,  he  I— No,  an  it  please  your  kai^tfaood," 
answered  the  mediciner,  mu<A  amused  with  the  ifna- 
ranoe  of  his  patron ;  "  but  we,  who  are  knifl^taorths 
scatpd,  are  accustomed  to  pnetiae  eaiafai  es 

*  Exeentioiwr.    So  mlted  baesiiM  one  of  hi*' 
in  addat  a  OMll  ladlalW  (fSeottfes. 
caAflil  aspond  IB  tlM  ouukvL 
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tlie  hmbs  of  defunct  persons,  which  we  call  dissec- 
tion, whereby  we  discover,  by  examination  of  a  deiul 
member  how  to  deal  with  one  belonging  to  a  living 
man,  which  hath  become  diseased  through  injury  or 
otherwise.  Ah !  if  your  honour  saw  my  poor  fabora- 
lory,  I  oonld  show  you  heads  and  hands,  feet  and 
haot  which  have  been  long  supposed  to  be  rotting 
in  the  mould.  The  skull  of  Wallace,  stolen  from 
London  Bridge ;  the  heart  of  Six  Simon  Fraser,*  that 
QBver  feared  man ;  the  lovely  skull  of  the  fair  Katie 
Logiet—Ob,  had  I  but  had  tne  fortune  to  have  pre- 
sirred  t^iechivalioas  hand  of  mine  honoured  patron  I** 

'^Out  upon  thee,  slave  !—Thinkest  thou  to  disgust 
me  with  thy  catalogue  of  horrors?— Tell  me  at  once 
where  thv  discourse  drives.  How  can  thy  traffic 
with  the  hangdog  executioner  be  of  avail  to  serve 
m&  or  to  help  my  servant  Bonthron  T* 

"Nay,  I  do  not  recommend  it  to  your  knighthood, 
save  in  an  extremity."  replied  Dwining.  "  But  we 
will  suppose  the  battle  fbuight,  and  our  cock  beaten. 
Now  we  must  first  possess  him  with  the  certainty, 
diat,  if  unable  to  gam  the  day.  we  will  at  least  save 
him  from  the  hangman,  provided  he  confess  nothing 
which  can  prejudice  your  knighthood's  honour." 

'*  Ha !— «y,  a  thought  strikes  me,"  said  Ramorny. 
"  We  can  do  more  than  thia— we  can  place  a  word 
in  Bonthron*s  mouth  that  wiU  be  troublesome 
enough  to  him  whom  I  am  bound  to  curse,  for  being 
the  cause  of  my  misfortune.  Let  us  to  the  ban-dogf  s 
kennel,  and  explain  to  him  what  is  to  be  done  in 
every  view  of  tne  question.  If  we  can  persuade  him 
to  stand  the  bier-ordeal,  it  may  be  a  mere  bugbear, 
and  in  that  case  we  are  safe.  If  he  take  the  combat, 
he  is  fierce  as  a  baited  bear,  and  may,  perchance, 
master  his  opponent:  tlien  we  are  more  than  safe — 
we  are  revenged.  If  Bonthron  himself  is  vanquished, 
we  will  put  tny  device  in  exercise ;  and  if  thou  canst 
manage  it  cleanly,  we  msy  dictate  his  confession, 
take  tne  advantage  of  it,  as  I  will  show  thee  on  far- 
ther conference,  and  make  »  giant  stride  towards 
satisfaction  lor  my  wrongs.— Still  there  remains  one 
hazard.  Suppose  our  mastiff  raortallv  wounded  in 
the  jests,  who  shall  prevent  his  growling  out  some 
veaes  of  confession  difierent  from  what  we  would 
re«>mmend  1" 
^    Marry,  that  can  his  medidner,"  said  Dwining. 

Let  me  wait  on  him,  and  have  the  opportunity  to 
jajr  but  a  finger  on  his  wound,  and  trust  me  ho  shall 
hetrayno  confidence." 

"Why,  there  is  a  willing  fiend,  that  needs  neither 
puhing  nor  prompting  I"  said  Ramorny. 

Asl  trust  I  shall  need  neither  in  )'Our  knighthood's 
iemce." 

"We  willjKo  indoctrinate  our  agent,"  continued  the 
Kflu^t  "  We  shall  find  him  pliant ;  for  hound  as  he 
^  he  knows  those  who  feed  from  those  who  brow- 
beat him ;  and  he  holds  a  late  royal  maater  of  mine 
m  deq)  hate  for  some  injurious  treatment  and  base 
^rms  which  he  received  at  his  hand.  I  must  also 
wtber  concert  with  thee  the  particulars  of  thy  prac- 
fee.  for  saving  the  ban-dog  from  the  hands  of  the 
hem  of  citizens." 

We  leave  this  worthy  pair  of  friends  to  their  secret 
piactices.  of  which  we  shall  afterwards  see  the  re- 
■alts.  They  were,  although  of  difierent  (qualities,  as 
wl  matched  for  device  and  execution  of  cnminal  pro- 
1^  as  the  greyhound  is  to  destroy  the  game  which 
the  alowhound  raises,  or  the  slowhound  to  track  the 
pny  which  the  gazehound  dmcovera  by  the  eye.  Pride 
and  selfishness  were  the  characterisucs  of  both :  but 
from  the  difference  of  rank,  education,  and  talents, 
mey  had  assumed  the  most  difierent  appearance  m 
me  two  individuals. 

.  Nothing  could  less  reaemble  the  high-blown  ambi- 
tion of  the  favourite  courtier,  the  successful  gallant, 
fuid  the  bold  warrior,  than  the  submissive  unassnm- 
!0^  mediciner,  who  seemed  even  to  court  and  delight 
m  insult :  whilst,  in  his  secret  souL  ho  felt  himself 
p>9sessed  of  a  superiority  of  knowledge,—a  poww-, 
both  of  science  ana  of  mind,  which  placed  the  rude 
nobles  of  the  day  infinitely  beneath  him.  .So  con- 
sootis  was  Henbane  Dwinmg  of  this  elevation,  that, 

*  Tke (haoai  tiMMlor oritia Xiovaia,  alain  at  HaUdon  HilL 
^  Tilt  bMttUAil  iiiiati«w  of  David  a 
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like  a  keeper  of  wild  beasts,  he  sometimes  adventured, 
for  his  own  amusement,  to  arouse  the  stormy  pas- 
sions of  such  men  as  Ramorny,  trusting,  with  his 
humble  manner,  to  elude  the  turmoil  he  had  excited, 
as  an  Indian  boy  would  launch  his  tight  canoe,  secure 
from  its  very  fragility,  upon  a  broken  sur^  in  which 
the  boat  of  an  argosy  would  be  assuredly  dashed  to 
pieces.  That  the  feudal  baron  should  despise  the 
humble  practitioner  in  medicine,  was  a  matter  of 
course  i  out  Ramorny  felt  not  the  less  the  influenoe 
which  Dwinmg  exereised  over  him,  and  was  in  the 
encounter  of  their  wits  often  mastered  by  him,  as  the 
most  eccentric  efiforts  of  a  fiery  horse  are  overcome 
by  a  boy  of  twelve  yeare  old.  if  he  has  been  bred  to  the 
arts  of  the  manege.  But  toe  contempt  of  Dwining 
for  Ramorny  was  far  less  qualified.  lie  regarded  the 
knight  in  comparison  with  himself^  as  scarcely  ri- 
sing above  the  brute  creation :  capable  indeed  of 
workinK  destruclion,  as  the  bull  with  his  horns,  or 
the  wou  with  his  fangs,  but  mastered  by  mean  pre- 
judice, and  a  slave  to  priestcraft,  in  which  phrase 
Dwining  included  relimon  of  every  kind.  On  the 
whole,  ne  considered  Ramorny  as  one  whom  nature 
had  assigned  to  him  as  a  sen,  to  mine  for  the  gold 
which  he  worshipped,  and  the  avaricious  love  of  which 
was  his  greatest  failing,  though  by  no  means  lus 
woret  vice.  He  vindicaoed  this  sordid  tendency  in  his 
own  eves,  by  persuading  himself  that  it  had  its  source 
in  the  love  of  power. 

.  "  Henbane  Dwining,"  he  said,  as  he  gazed  in  de- 
light upon  the  hoards  which  he  had  secretTv  amassed, 
and  which  he  visited  from  time  to  time,  is  no  silly 
miser,  that  doats  on  those  pieces  for  their  golden  lus- 
tre ;  it  is  the  power  with  which  they  endow  the  pos- 
sessor, which  makes  him  thus  adore  them.  What  is 
there  that  these  put  not  within  your  command  7  Do 
you  love  beauty,  and  are  mean,  deformed  infirm,  and 
old  7— here  is  a  lure  the  fairest  hawk  of  them  all  wiU 
stoop  to.  Are  you  feeble,  weak,  subject  to  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  powerfiil  7— here  is  that  will  arm  in  your 
defence  those  more  mighty  than  the  petty  tyrant 
whom  you  fear.  Are  you  splendid  in  your  wishes, 
and  desire  the  outward  show  of  opulence  ?~this  dark 
cheat  contains  many  a  wide  range  of  hill  and  dale, 
many  a  fieur  forest  full  of  game ;  the  allegiance  of  a 
thousand  vassals.  Wish  you  for  favoure  in  courts, 
temporal  or  spiritual  7— the  smiles  of  kings,  the  par- 
don of  popes  and  priests  for  old  crimes,  and  the  indul- 
gence which  encourages  priest-ridden  fools  to  ven- 
ture on  new  ones.— all  these  holy  incentives  to  vice 
may  be  purchased  for  gold.  Revengjs  itself^  which 
the  gods  are  said  to  reserve  to  themselves,  doubtless 
because  they  envy  humanity  so  swoet  a  morsel— re- 
venge itself  is  to  be  bought  by  it.  But  it  is  also  to 
be  won  by  superior  skill,  and  that  is  the  nobler  mode 
of  reaching  it.  I  will  spare,  then,  my  treasure  for 
other  usesk  and  accomplish  my  revenge  gratis:  or 
rather  I  will  add  the  luxury  of  augmented  wealth  to 
the  triumph  of  requited  wrongs." 

Thus  thought  Dwining,  as,  returned  from  his  visit 
to  Su"  John  Kamomy,  he  added  the  gold  he  had  re- 
ceived for  his  various  services  to  the  mass  of  his  trea- 
sure i  and  having  gloated  over  the  whole  for  a  min- 
ute or  two,  turned  the  key  on  his  concealed  treasure- 
house,  and  walked  forth  oir  his  visits  to  his  raiients. 
yielding  the  wall  to  every  man  whom  he  met,  and 
bowing  and  doffing  his  bonnet  to  the  poorest  burgh- 
er that  owned  a  petty  booth,  nay,  to  the  artificers 
who  gained  their  precarious  bread  by  the  labour  of 
their  welked  hands. 

"  Caitifis,"  was  the  thought  of  his  heart,  while  he 
did  such  obeisance,  "  base,  sodden-witted  mechanics ! 
did  you  know  what  this  key  could  disclose,  what 
foul  weather  from  Heaven  would  prevent  your  un- 
bonneting7  what  putrid  kennel  in  your  wretched 
hamlet,  would  be  disgusting  enough  to  msks  you 
scruple  to  fall  down  and  worship  the  owner  of  such 
wealth  7  But  I  will  make  you  feel  my  power,  though 
it  suits  my  humour  to  hide  the  source  of  it  I  will  be 
an  mcubus  to  your  city,  smce  you  have  rejected  me 
as  a  magistrate.  Like  the  niohtmiuv,  I  wiU  hag-nde 
ye,  yet  remain  invisible  myself.— This  miserable  Ra- 
morny too,  he  whot  id  losing  his  hand  has,  hke  a 
poor  artisan,  lost  the  only  valuable  part  of  his  frame, 
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he  heaps  inaulcing  language  on  dicl  as  if  any  thing 
which  he  can  say  had  Mwer  to  chafe  a  constant 
mind  like  mine !  Yet  while  he  calls  me  rogue,  vil- 
lain, and  dave.  he  acts  as  wisely  as  if  he  should 
amuse  himself  by  pulling  hairs  out  of  my  head,  while 
my  hand  had  hold  of  his  neart-strings.  Every  insult 
I  can  pay  hack  instantly  by  a  pang  of  bodily  pain  or 
mental  agony— and— he !  ne!— I  run  no  long  ac- 
counts with  bis  knighthood,  that  must  be  allowed." 
While  the  mediciner  was  thus  indulging  his  diabo- 
lical musing,  and  passing,  in  his  creeping  manner, 
along  the  street,  the  cry  of  females  was  neard  be- 
hindnim. 

"  Ay,  there  he  is.  Our  Lady  be  praised !— there  is 
the  most  helpfiil  man  in  Perth,"  said  one  voice. 

"  They  may  speak  of  knights  and  kings  for  redress- 
ing wrongs,  as  they  call  it — but  give  me  worthy  Mas- 
ter Dwimng  the  pottercarrier,  cummers,"  repUed  an- 
other. 

At  the  same  moment,  the  leech  was  suirounded, 
and  taken  hold  of  by  the  speakers,  good  women  of  the 
Pair  City. 

*  **  How  now— what's  the  matter  T'  said  Dwinmg, 
"  whose  cow  has  calved  7" 

**  There  is  no  calving  in  the  case,"  said  one  of  the 
women^  **  but  a  poor  fatherless  wean  dyin^ ;  so  come 
awa'  wi*  vou,  for  our  trust  is  constant  m  you,  as 
Bruce  said  to  Donald  of  the  Isles." 

"  Opi/ermie  i>er  arhem  dicar"  said  Henbane  Dwi- 
mns.    ^'  what  is  the  child  dying  of  T' 

"The  croup— the  croup,"  screamed  one  of  thegos- 
■ps;  **  the  innocent  is  rouping  IBte  a  corbie." 

"Cynandu  traduaUs — ^that  disease  makes  brief 
work.  Show  me  the  house  instantly,"  continued  the 
medidner,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  exercising  his  pro- 
fession libiaiilly^  notwithstanding  his  natural  avarice, 
and  humanely,  m  spite  of  his  natural  malignity.  As 
we  can  suspect  him  of  no  better  prindpl&  his  motive 
most  probably  may  have  been  vanity  and  the  love  of 
his  art. 

He  would  nevertheless  have  declined  giving  his  at- 
tendance in  the  present  case,  had  he  known  whither 
the  kind  gossips  were  conducting  him,  in  time  suffi- 
cient to  frame  an  apology.  But  ere  he  guessed  where 
he  was  going,  the  leecn  was  hurried  into  the  house 
of  the  late  Oliver  Proudfute,  from  which  he  heard  the 
chant  of  the  women,  as  they  swathed  and  dressed  the 
corpse  of  the  umquhile  Bonnet-maker,  for  the  cere- 
mony of  next  morning;  of  which  chanty  the  fol- 
lowing verses  may  be  received  as  a  modem  imitation. 

1. 
ViewleM  En«ooe^  thin  and  ban. 
W«llnicti  BMllad  into  m  : 
Still  with  fbodnew  hovwtaff  mmt 
Tbs  earthljr  form  thoa  oooo  didat  wmi ; 

a. 
PmM  upon  thy  pinloa'i  flifht. 
Be  thj  oooiM  to  ten  or  rifht : 
Be  thou  doom'd  to  eoer  or  aiok* 
Fuse  upoo  the  ewftal  brink. 

♦  s. 

To  evenfe  tlie  deed  ezpellins 
Thee  imtiinelr  fhmi  thjr  dwellfaiff. 
MfBtie  force  thoa  abalt  leteln 
O'er  the  hlood  and  o'er  the  Inaio. 

4.  ■ 

When  the  Ibm  thov  ebalt  eepy 
That  derkea'd  on  thy  eloeinc  ere ; 
When  the  fbotelep  thou  ehert  hear. 
That  thrill'd  upon  thjr  dfiof  ear ; 

Than  ftranfe  imipethiee  ihall  wake, 
The  fleeh  ■ball  thrill,  tlie  nerree  ■hall  quake : 
The  wounds  renew  their  elotiar'd  flood, 
And  every  drop  cry  hlood  ibr  blood  i 

Hardened  as  he  was,  the  physician  felt  reluctance 
to  pass  the  threahold  of  the  man  to  whose,  death  he 
baa  been  so  directly,  thoush,  ao  far  as  the  individual 
vras  concerned,  mistakingiy  accessory. 

"  Let  me  pass  on,  women."  he  sau,  "my  art  can 
only  help  the  living— the  dead  are  past  onr  power." 

*'^^Nay,  but  your  patient  is  up  stairs— the  youngest 
orphan  

Dwining  waa  compelled  to  ^  into  the  house.  But 
he  was  surprised,  when,  the  vtstant  he  stepped  over 
the  threahold,  the  gossips,  who  were  busied  with  the 
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dead  body,  atinted  suddenly  in  their  aoDft  while 
said  to  the  others,- 

"  In  God's  name,  who  entered  1 — that  was  a  laip 
gout  of  blood!" 

**  Not  so,"  saki  another  voice,  "  it  10  a  lirop  of  the 
ti(niid  balm." 

^*  Nay,  cummer,  it  was  blood— Again  I  say,  iri» 
entered  the  house  even  nowT' 

One  looked  out  from  the  apartment  into  the  fiitk 
entrance,  where  Dwininft  under  pretence  of  not  dis- 
tinctly seeing  the  trap-ladder  by  which  he  was  10  «- 
cend  mto  the  upper  part  of  this  bouse  of  lamentatioG. 
was  delaying  ms  progress  purposdj,  diaconcencd 
with  what  had  reached  him  of  the  conversatioiL 

**  Nay,  it  is  only  worthy  Master  Henbane  Dvi- 
ninj^''  answered  one  of  the  sibyls. 

''^Only  Master  D  wining  7"  replied  the  one  who  hsd 
first  spoken,  in  a  tone  of  aoquicacenoe ;  "  our  bast 
helper  m  need?— then  it  must  have  been  balm  soie 
enoufi^." 

"  Nay  "  said  the  other,  "it  may  have  been  bkwd 
nevertheless— for  the  leech,  look  you,  when  the  body 
was  found,  was  commanded  by  the  magistrates  ts 
probe  the  wound  with  his  instruments,  and  how 
could  the  poor  dead  corpse  know  that  that  was  dont 
with  good  purpose?*' 

"Ay,  truly,  cummer:  and  as  poor  goaap  Ofivcr 
often  mistook  friends  for  enemies  while  he  was  is 
life^  bis  judgment  cannot  be  thought  to  have  meoded 
now." 

Dwining  heard  no  more,  bein^  now  forced  up  stasv 
into  a  species  of  garret,  where  Magdalen  sat  00  ho 
widowed  bed,  clasping  to  her  bosom  her  infut 
which,  already  black  in  the  face,  and  nttoing  the 
gasping  crowing  sound,   which  gives  the  pondv 


name  to  the  complaint,  seemed  on  the  point 
dering  up  its  brief  existence.  A  Doimnican  mook 
sat  near  the  bed,  holding  the  other  child  in  his  ani& 
and  seeming  from  time  to  time  to  speak  a  word  or 
two  of  spiritual  consolation,  or  intermingle  aome  ob- 
servation on  the  child's  disorder. 

The  mediciner  cast  upon  the  good  father  a  sini^ 
glance,  filled  with  that  inefllbMe  disdain  which  men  of 
science  entertain  agsinst  iiiicrlopers.  His  own  sid 
was  instant  and  efficacious;  he  snatched  theddd 
fix>m  the  despairing  mother,  stripped  its  throat,  aod 
opened  a  vem,  which,  aa  ii  bled  fifeelf,  relievea  the 
little  patient  instantaneously.  In  a  bnef  space  evo) 
dangerous  symptom  disappeared,  and  Dwming,  bat* 
izig  bound  up  the  vein,  replaced  the  infant  in  the  anas 
of  the  half  distracted  mother. 

The  poor  woman's  distress  for  her  hasband*s  kisa 
which  had  been  suspended  during  die  extremity  a 
the  child's  danger,  now  returned  on  Ha«!alen  win 
the  force  of  an  augmented  torrent,  whico  has  borat 
down  the  dam-dike  that  for  a  while  interrupted  m 
waves. 

"  Oh,  learned  air,"  she  said,  "  you  see  a  poor  wo* 
man  of  her  that  you  once  knew  a  richer— But  the 
hands  thst  restored  this  bairn  to  my  arms  most  aoc 
leave  this  house  empty.  Generous,  kind  Msster 
Dwining,  accept  of  his  beads— they  are  made  of 
ebony  and  silver— he  sye  liked  to  have  bis  thing*  ai 
handaome  aa  any  gentleman— and  liker  he  was  ia 
all  his  ways  to  a  gentleman  than  any  one  of  fail 
atanding.  and  even  so  came  of  it." 

With  these  words,  in  a  mute  passion  of  grief  sIk 
pressed  to  her  breast  and  to  her  lips  the  cnaplel  «f 
her  deceased  husband,  and  proceeded  to  thrust  it  into 
Dwining's  hands. 

"  Take  it "  site  said,  "  for  the  love  of  one  who  kiv- 
ed  vou  well.— Ah !  he  used  ever  to  say,  if  ever  man 
could  be  brou;;ht  back  from  the  brink  of  the  gravis 
It  must  be  by  Master  Dwining's  guidance.— And  k» 
ain  baun  is  brought  back  this  blessed  day.  and  he  ii 
lymg  there  stark  and  stifi;  and  kens  naetningof  iii 
health  and  sickness  I  (X  wo  is  me,  and  waJa  wa  !— 
But  take  the  beads,  and  think  on  hia  pair  aooi  ai 
you  put  them  through  your  fmgers ;  he  wOl  be  fneA 
from  iniiKato4ry  the  sooner  that  good  people  pray  10 
assoilzie  mm." 

"Take  back  your  beads,  cnmmet^-I  know  no  le- 
gerdemain—can  do  no  conjuring  tricks,"  aaid  the 
mediciner,  who,  mors  movetfthan  pctfat  t^  fail 
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nitnre  had  anticipated|  endeavoured  to  avoid  reoeiv- 
inc  the  ill-omened  &iit.  But  his  last  words  gave 
onuoe  to  the  churchman,  whose  presence  he  nad 
not  recollected  when  he  uttered  them. 

"How  now,  Sir  Leech!"  said  the  Dominican: 
**  do  you  call  prayers  for  the  dead  Juggling  tricks  1  1 
know  that  Chaucer,  the  English  Maxer,  says  of  vou 
nediciners,  that  your  study  is  but  little  on  the  Bible. 
Odr  mother,  the  Church,  hath  nodded  of  late,  but 
ha  eyes  are  now  opened  to  discern  friends  from  toes ; 
ind  he  well  assured" 

"  Nay,  reverend  father,"  said  Dwining.  "  you  take 
ma  at  too  great  advantage.  I  said  I  could  do  no  mi- 
racles, ana  was  about  to  add,  that  as  the  church  cer- 
tualy  could  work  such  conclusions,  those  rich  beads 
iboold  be  deposited  in  your  hand&  to  be  applied  as 
thqr  may  best  benefit  the  soul  of  the  deceased. 

He  dropped  the  beads  into  the  Dominican's  hand, 
aod  escaped  from  the  house  of  mourning. 

"This  was  a  strangely  timed  visit,  he  said  to 
tumiel^  when  he  got  rafe  out  of  doors.  **l  hold  such 
tInngB  cheap  as  any  can ;  vet,  though  it  is  but  a  silly 
&ncv,  I  am  g^ad  I  saved  the  squalhng  child's  life.— - 
Bot  I  must  to  ray  friend  SmotherwellT  whom  I  have 
no  doubt  to  bring  to  my  purpose  in  the  matter  of 
Bonthron;  and  tnus  on  this  occasion  I  shall  save 
two  lives,  and  have  destroyed  only  one." 


CHAPTER   XXIII. 

Lo  I  where  he  liee  emkwlmed  in  ffort« 

Hie  wound  to  Heaven  criee ; 
The  floodsetee  of  hie  blood  implore 

For  Tcngeeuiee  flrom  Uie  ikiei. 

Uraotts  AKD  PaYCIR. 

Tub  High  Church  of  St.  John  in  Perth,  being 
ditt  of  the  patron  saint  of  the  burgh,  had  been  se- 
lected by  the  Magistrates  as  that  in  which  the  com- 
monity  was  likely  to  have  most  fair  play  for  the  dis- 
phy  of  the  ordeal.  The  churches  and  convents  of 
the  Dominicans.  Carthusians,  and  others  of  the  re- 
inlar  clergy,  had  been  highly  endowed  by  the  king 
lod  nobles,  and  therefore  it  was  the  universal  cry  of 
the  dty-council,  that  "  their  ain  good  auld  St.  John," 
of  whose  good  sracea  they  thought  themselves  sore, 
OQf^t  to  06  fully  confided  in,  and  preferred  to  the 
new  patrons,  for  whom  the  Dominicans,  Carthu- 
oans,  Carmelites,  and  others,  had  founded  newer 
seats  around  the  Fair  City.  The  disputes  between 
the  regular  and  secular  clergy  added  to  the  jealousy 
which  dictated  this  choice  of  the  spot  in  which  Hea- 
ven was  to  display  a  species  of  miracle,  upon  a  di- 
rect appeal  to  tne  divine  decision  in  a  case  of  doubt- 
fv\  guilt;  and  the  town-clerk  was  as  anxious  that 
the  church  of  St.  John  should  be  preferred,  as  if  there 
had  been  a  faction  in  the  body  of  saints  for  and 
aninst  the  interests  of  the  beautiful  town  of  Perth. 

llany,  therefore,  were  the  petty  intrigues  entered 
into  and  disconcerted,  far  the  purpose  of  fixing  on  the 
church.  But  the  Magistratea,  considering  it  aa  a  mat- 
tar  touching  in  a  close  degtee  the  honour  of  the  city, 
determined,  with  iudicions  confidence  in  the  justice 
and  impartiality  of  their  natron,  to  confide  the  issue 
10  the  influence  of  St.  John. 

It  was,  therefore,  after  high  mass  had  been  per- 
fcraied,  with  the  ffreateet  solemnity  of  which  circum- 
itances  rendeivd  the  ceremony  capables  and  afrer  the 
most  repeated  and  fervent  prayers  had  been  offered  to 
Heaven  by  the  crowded  assembly,  that  preparations 
were  made  for  appeaHng  to  the  direct  judgment  of 
Heaven  on  the  mysterious  murder  of  the  unfortunate 
Bonnet-maker. 

The  scene  presented  that  efiect  of  imposing  solem- 
nitv,  which  tne  rites  of  the  Catholic  church  are  so 
well  Qualified  to  produce.  The  eastern  window,  rich- 
ly and  variously  paintodL  streamed  down  a  tortent  of 
oMckered  light  upon  the  hieh  altar.  On  the  bier 
plaoed  before  it  were  stretchea  the  mortal  remains  of 
dke  murdered  man,  his  arms  folded  on  his  breast,  and 
ha  palms  joined  together,  with  the  fingers  pointed* 
opwardSk  as  if  the  senseless  clay  was  itself  appealing 
[•Heaven,  for  vengeance  against  those  who  had  vio- 
leitly  divorced  the  immortal  apirit  from  its  mangled 
V  iment. 


Close  to  the  bier  was  placed  the  throne^  which  sop- 
pprted  Robert  of  Scotland,  and  his  brother  Albany. 
The  Prince  sat  upon  a  lower  stool,  beside  his  fkther ; 
an  arrangement  which  occasioned  some  observation, 
as  Albany's  seat  being  Uttle  distinguished  fitim  that 
of  the  King,  the  heir-apparent,  though  of  fhll  age, 
seemed  to  be  degraded  beneath  his  uncle  in  the  sight 
of  the  assembled  people  of  Perth.  The  bier  was  so 
placed,  as  to  leave  the  view  of  the  body  it  sustained 
open  to  the  greater  part  of  the  multitude  assembled  in 
the  church. 

At  the  head  of  the  bier  stood  the  Knight  of  Kin- 
fauns,  the  challenger,  and  at  the  foot  the  young  Earl 
of  Crawford,  as  representing  the  defendant.  The  evi- 
dence of  the  Duke  of  Kotfisay  in  expurgation,  as  it 
was  termed,  of  Sir  John  Ramomy,  had  exempted  him 
from  the  necessity  of  attendance  as  a  party  subjected 
to  the  ordeal ;  and  his  illness  served  as  a  reason  for 
his  remaining  at  home.  His  household,  including 
those  who,  though  immediately  in  waiting  upon  Sir 
John,  were  accounted  the  Prince's  domestics,  and  had 
not  yet  received  their  dismissal,  amounted  to  eight  or 
ten  persons,  most  of  them  esteemed  men  of  profligate 
habits,  and  who  might  therefore  be  deem^i  capable, 
in  the  riot  of  a  festival  evening,  of  committing  the 
slaughter  of  the  Bonnet-maker.  They  were  drawn 
up  in  a  row  oh  the  left  side  of  the  church,  and  wore  a 
species  of  white  cassock,  resembling  the  dress  of  a 
penitentiary.  All  eyes  being  bent  on  them,  several  of 
this  band  seemed  so  much  disconcerted,,  as  to  excite 
among  the  q)ectatore  strong  prepossessions  of  their 
guilt.  The  real  murderer  had  a  countenance  incapa- 
ble of  betraying  him,— a  sullen,  dark  look,  which  nei- 
ther the  feast  nor  wine-cup  could  enliven,  and  which 
the  peril  of  discovery  and  death  could  not  render  de- 
jected. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  posture  of  the  dead 
body.  The  face  was  bare,  as  were  the  breast  and  arms. 
The  rest  of  the  corpse  was  shrouded  in  a  winding- 
sheet  of  the  finest  hnen,  so  that,  if  blood  should  flow 
from  any  place  which  was  covered,  it  could  not  fail  to 
be  instantly  manifiMt 

High  mass  having  been  performed,  followed  by  a 
solemn  invocation  to  the  Deity,  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  protect  the  innocent,  and  make  known  the 
guilty,  Eviot,  Sir  John  Ramomy's  page,  was  sum- 
moned to  undergo  the  ordeal.*    He  advanced  with 


•  In  •  volume  of  miecallaniee  pMbiiabed  in  Bdioborfh  in  If .  . 
under  ttie  name  of  Ja»u$,  there  ia  included  a  very  curioue  paper 
illuatnitive  of  Uie  eolemmtjr  with  which  the  Catholic  Ciinrai 
in  the  dark  agM  raperintended  the  appeal  to  heaven  bjr  the 
ordeal  ot  Jin;  and  ai  the  ceremonial  on  oecaeione  luch  ae  that 
in  the  text  wan  probablr  much  the  nmo  ae  what  ia  there  de- 
scribed, an  extract  may  interest  the  reader. 

"  CkvT'Ji-StnrtuMtkt  Orieai  ^  Fin.— We  are  all  well  awara 
that  Uie  ordeal  br  Are  had,  diifing  manr  oenturiea,  the  mnctioa 
of  the  church,  and  moreover,  that,  coneiderinr  in  what  handa 
the  knowledfe  of  those  times  lav,  this  blasph«m«we  horror 
could  never  have  eziated  without  the  connivance,  and  even  ae* 
tnal  co-operation,  of  the  priesthood. 

"  It  is  onlr  A  ftw  years  af o,  however,  that  any  actual  form  of 
ritual,  set  apart  by  ecclesiastical  antliority  for  this  atrocioua 
oeiemooy  of  f^ud,  has  been  recovered.  Mr.  Basehint.  the 
well-known  German  antiquary,  has  the  merit  of  bavinc  dieoo- 
vered  a  moet  extraordinary  document  of  this  kind  in  the  eouiso 
of  examininc  the  charter-chest  of  aa  ancient  Thurinfian  mo- 
nastery ;  ana  he  has  published  it  in  a  periodical  work,  entitled, 
'  D1$  Ver§eU,'  in  1817.  We  shall  tranalate  the  fravtn,  as  fivcn 
in  tiiat  work,  as  literally  aa  possible.  To  those  who  suspected 
no  ticceit,  there  can  be  no  doubt  this  service  must  have  been  aa 
awAilly  impressive  as  any  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  fbrmularies 
of  any  church ;  but  woras  are  wantinf  to  expnas  the  ^ijeet 
guilt  of  thoee  who,  well  knowing  the  base  trickery  of  tha 
who'e  matter,  who,  having  themselves  assisted  in  preparing 
all  the  appliances  of  legerdemain  l>ehind  the  scenes  of  the  sanc- 
tuary-stage, dared  to  clothe  their  iniquity  in  tbe  moet  eolemn 
phraseology  of  religion.  ^     .         ^ 

"  A  fire  was  kindled  within  the  church,  not  tu  tkom  tha 
great  altar.  The  person  about  to  underap  the  ordeal  was  placed 
in  fh>nt  of  the  lire  surrovoded  by  his  mends,  by  all  who  war* 
in  any  way  interested  in  the  result  of  the  tnal,  and  by  the  whole 
dergy  of  the  vicinity.  Upon  a  toble  near  the  Are.  Uie  coulter 
over  which  he  was  to  walk,  the  bar  he  was  to  eairy.  or.  if  ha 
were  a  knight,  the  steel-gloves  which,  after  they  had  been  made 
i«d*hot,  he  was  to  put  on  his  hands,  were  placed  In  view  of  all. 

"  Part  of  the  usual  service  of  the  day  being  Derforroed,  a  priest 
advances,  and  places  himself  in  tnat  of  Uie  fbe.  uttoniur,  at  the 
same  moment,  the  following  prayer,  which  Is  the  first  Mr.  Bae- 
ching  rives : — 

'"OLord  God.  Mees  this  place,  that  herein  there  mar  be 
health,  and  holineas,  and  pontf.  and  sancti^ftcation,  aB^jnetoijf, 


and  humility,  and  meekness,  nilfllment  of  the  tatw.  and  obadl- 
I  enea  to  dod  the  Father,  the  Ron.  and  the  Holy  Obost    May 
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an  ill-MSi2l«d  step.  Perhaps  he  thought  his  internal 
coaaeiottaiiefla  that  Bcmthron  jbosc  have  been  the  aa- 
aaaan,  might  be  sufficient  to  unplicate  him  in  the 

Suider,  though  he  was  not  directly  accessory  to  it 
e  pauised  before  the  bier ;  and  his  yoice  ftljeredt  as 
ha  swore  by  all  that  waa  created  in  seven  days  and 
seven  lughia,  by  heaven,  by  hell,  by  his  part  of  para- 
duMv  andby  the  God  and  author  of  alL  that  he  was 
free  and  sackless  of  the  bloody  deed  done  upon  the 
corpse  before  which  he  stood,  and  on  whose  breast  he 
made  the  sign  of  the  cross,  in  evidence  of  the  appeal. 
No  consequences  ensued.  The  body  remained  stiffas 
before ;  the  curdled  wounds  gave  no  sign,  of  blood. 

The  citizens  looked  on  each  other  with  faces  of 
blank  disappointment  They  had  persuaded  them- 
selves of  Eviot's  guilt ;  and  their  susmcbns  had  been 
confirmed  by  his  irresolute  manner.  Their  surprise  at 
his  escape  was  therefore  extreme.  The  other  follow- 
en  of  Ramomy  took  heart,  and  advanced  to  take  the 
oath,  with  a  boldness  which  increased,  as  one  by  one 
they  performed  the  ordeal,  and  were  declared,  by  the 
voice  of  the  judges,  free  and  innocent  of  every  suspi- 
cion attaching  to  them  on  account  of  the  death  of 
Oliver  Proudmte. 

But  there  was  one  individual,  who  did  not  partake 
that  increasing  confidence.    The  name  of  "  Bonthron 

thy  blMiinc.  O  God  of  purity  and  juttioe.  be  opon  this  place, 
and  npoQ  all  that  be  therein ;  for  the  nke  of  Chrtit,  the  Re- 
daaoMr  of  the  worid.' 

"  A  second  priest  now  lifts  the  iron,  and  bears  it  towards  the 
fire.  A  series  of  pnjrers  follows ;  all  to  be  rapeated  ere  the  iron 
is  laid  on  the  fire. 

"  7Vm  an  tJU  Pranrt  to  be  taid  ovtr  tiu  Fin  mud  lk$  inn. 

"  M.  Lord  Ood»  Almiafatr  Father,  Foontain  of  Light,  hear  ns  ? 


— eolifhten  us,  O  Uiou  that  dwellest  in  liffbt 

Bless  this  fire,  O  Ood ;  and  as  ttom  the  midst  of  the  flra  thou 

didst  of  old  enii(hten  Moses,  so  (Vom  tliis  flame  enlighten  and 

Crify  our  hearts,  Uiat  vre  may  be  worthy,  throuyh  Christ  our 
ird,  to  come  unto  thee,  and  unto  the  life  eternal. 

"  *  3.  Our  Fother  which  art  in  Heaven,  fte. 

**  *  3.  O  Lord,  save  thy  serraoL  Lord  God,  send  him  help  out 
of  Zion,  thy  holy  hill.  Save  him,  O  Lord.  Hear  us.  O  Lord. 
O  Lord,  be  with  us. 

'"4.  O  God,  Holy  and  Aimifhty.  hear  us.  B/  the  maiestT  of 
diy  most  holy  name,  and  by  the  oomiof  of  thy  dear  Son,  and  by 
the  fin  of  tlie  comfort  of  thy  holy  Spiritaod  by  the  justice  of 
thine  eternal  seat,  hear  us,  good  Lord.    Purity  this  metal,  and 


sanctify  it,  that  all  falsehood  and  deceit  of  the  devil  may  be 
ca4t  out  of  it,  and  utterly  removed ;  and  that  the  truth  of  thy 
riflitcous  judgment  may  be  opened  and  made  manifest  to  all  the 
faithful  that  cry  unto  tliee  this  day,  through  Jesus  Cliinrt,  our 
Loid.' 

"  Tiie  iron  is  now  placed  in  tlie  flrs^  and  sprinkled  with  con- 
secrated water,  both  before  and  after  it  is  so  placed.  The  mass 
is  said  while  Che  iron  is  heating.— the  Introductory  scripture 
being,—'  O  Lord,  thou  art  just,  and  righteous  are  all  tliy  judg- 
ments.' The  prieitt  delivers  the  wafer  to  the  jperson  about  to 
be  tried,  and,  ero  he  communicates,  flie  followmg  prayer  is  said 
by  Uie  priest  and  congregation  :— 

" '  Wo  pray  unto  thee.  O  God.  that  it  may  please  tliee  to  ab- 
solvo  this  thy  servant,  and  to  clear  him  fVom  his  sins.  Purify 
him,  O  lieavenly  Father  from  all  the  stains  of  the  flesh,  and  en- 
able him,  by  thy  all-covering  and  atoning  grace,  to  pass  through 
this  flm,-^y  creature— triumphantly,  being  jastined  in  Christ 
our  Lord.* 

"  llien  the  Gospel :— '  Tlicn  there  came  one  unto  Jesus,  who 
CbU  upon  his  knees,  and  cried  out.  Good  Master,  what  must  1 
do  that  I  may  be  saved  1   Jesus  said.  Why  cailest  thou  me 

"The  chief  priest,  flom  the  altar,  now  addresses  the  accused, 
who  is  still  kneelinff  near  the  fire  :— 

"  *  By  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  by  the  Cliristianity  whose  name  thou  bearest.  and 
by  the  baptism  in  which  thou  wert  bon  again,  and  by  all  the 
bleaaed  relics  of  the  saints  of  Ood  that  are  preserved  in  this 
ehareh,  1  coigure  thee.  Como  not  unto  this  altar,  nor  eat  of  tliis 
body  of  Christ,  if  thou  boost  guilty  in  the  thin^  Uiat  are  laid  to 
thy  charge ;  but  if  thou  beest  innocent  thercm,  oooao,  brother, 
and  eome  fteely.' 

**  The  accused  then  eotnes  forward  and  communicates,— the 
priest  sayiiif  ,— *  This  day  may  tlie  body  and  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ,  which  were  given  and  shod  fbr  thee,  be  thy  protectym 
and  thy  sucronr,  yea,  even  in  the  midst  of  the  flame.' 

"  The  priest  now  rends  tliis  prayer :— '  O  Lord,  it  haUi  pleased 
thee  to  accept  oor  spiritual  sacrifloo.  May  the  joyfUl  partak- 
ing in  this  holy  sacrament  be  comfortable  and  useful  to  all  that 
are  hero  pr<Ment,  and  serviceable  to  the  removing  of  the  bond- 

aia  and  thraldom  of  whatsoever  sins  do  most  easily  beset  us. 
rant  also,  that  to  this  thy  servant  it  may  be  of  exceeding  com- 
fort, gladdening  his  heart,  until  the  truth  of  thy  righiaoos  judg- 
ment be  revealed.' 
**  The  organ  now  peala,  and  Kfrk  JBtcsispn  aod  the  Litany  are 
r  in  fall  chorus. 

Afler  this  comes  another  pmyar  :>- 
'  O  Ood  I  thou  that  thraogb  flm  hast  shown  forth  so  many 

that  didst  amteh  Abraham, 

d  flames  of  the  Chaldeans, 

thou  that  didat  eaaas  the  bush 


—Bonthron !"  sounded  three  times  thronch  the 
of  thedburch:  but  he  who  owned  it  acxnowladflBd 
the  call  no  otherwise  than  by  a  sort  of  rimfllinff  na- 
tion with  his  feet,  as  if  he  had  been  suddenly  afleeted 
with  a  fit  of  the  palsy. 

"Speak,  dog,"  whispered  Eviot,  "or  prepare  fer  a 
doflfs  death!" 

But  the  murderer's  brein  was  so  much  disturbed  by 
the  flffht  before  him.  that  the  judge^  beholding  h» 
deportment  doubted  whether  to  ordain  him  to  be 
dragged  before  the  bier,  or  to  pronoiuoe  iudgment  in 
default :  and  it  was  not,  until  he  was  aaked  for  the  last 
time,  wnether  he  would  submit  to  the  ordeal,  that  ht 
answered,  with  his  usual  brevity, — 

**  I  will  not ;— what  do  I  know  what  juflKfing  tricks 

*s  SeT—i 


may  be  practised  to  take  a  poor  man* 

the  comoat  to  any  man  who  saya  I  harmed  that  dead 

body." 

And.  acconiinK  to  usual  form,  be  threw  his  glove 
upon  the  floor  of  the  church. 

Henry  Smith  stepped  forward^  amidst  the  mur- 
mured applauses  of  his  feUow-citixensi  which  even 
the  auguat  presence  could  not  entirelv  suppress :  and 
lifting  the  ruffian's  glove,  which  he  placed  in! 
net,  laid  down  his  own  in  the  usual  form, 
of  battle.    But  Bonthron  raised  it  not. 


as  agMCt 


to  bum  befora  the  eyes  of  Moses,  and  yet  not  to  be 
Ood.  that  didat  send  thy  Holy  Spirit  in  the  likeneea  of  I 
of  flery  flame,  to  the  end  that  thy  fkithlU  eervaats 
visited  and  set  apart  from  the  uabelieviDC  nmmt^m , 
that  didst  safely  eoadnet  the  three  children  tfiraogh  the 
of  the  Babylonians ;  Ood,  that  didst  waste  Sodom  with  iir 
fhmi  heaven,  and  preserve  Lot,  thy  servant,  a*  a  sign  aad  a 
token  of  thy  mercy :  O  Ood,  show  forth  yet  otmn  again  Ihr 
visible  power,  and  the  m^jestr  of  thy  uoemng  jii4sms«t:  ttaK 
truth  may  bo  made  manifest,  and  iUseliooa  aveafed,  mat» 
thou  this  Are  thy  minister  befors  ns ;  powerlcas  be  it  wham  ■ 
the  power  of  pwlty,  but  aorely  bnnung,  evao  to  the  flaife  aal 
the  sinews,  the  hand  that  hath  done  evil,  aad  that  halk  aai 
feared  to  be  lifted  up  in  false  swearing.  O  Ood  t 
eye  nothing  can  be  concealed,  make  thou  thia  fire  thy 
us  thy  servants,  Uiat  it  may  reveal  inaoneacB,  or  eower 
with  shame.  Judge  of  all  Uie  earth  i  hear  as ;  bear  i 
Lord,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ  thy  8oa* 

"  'The  priest  now  dashes  oace  more  the  holy  water  < 
Are,  saying,  '  Upon  this  An  be  the  biesainf  of 
of  the  Boo,  and  of  the  H<riy  Ohost,  that  it  wmj  be  a  aiga  t»as 
of  the  righteous  judgment  of  Ood.' 

"  The  priest  pauses ;  instantlT  the  aecnaed  afipioaehea  ta  lbs 
Are,  and  liOs  the  iron,  which  he  carries  nioa  yarda  ftom  te 
flame.  Tlie  mooient  he  lays  it  dowa  he  im  aoniiaadei  by  Mo 
priests,  and  borne  by  them  into  the  veatry ;  thaia  hia  hum  m* 
wrapped  in  linen  cloths,  aealed  dowa  with  ibo  aigaat  of  the 
church :  these  are  removed  on  the  third  day.  whaa  no  is  declv- 
ed  innocent  or  guilty,  according  to  the  eooditioo  ia  which  his 
hands  are  found.  '  St  ttnu  rshwesa  fa  m$ttg1»Jkrfi  rvsristt/. 
aUpahUU  imatur.  Sin  auum  sniadvs  fsfemmr,  JLaos  Dm  fv- 
ftretur* 

"  Such  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  reoocds  ef 
the  ciaft,  tlie  audacity,  and  the  weakness  of  maakhad.** 

TiM  belief  that  the  corpee  of  a  mnrdemd  panraii  would  Meed 
on  the  touch,  or  at  the  approach  of  Uie  BMUoerar.  waa  uoiiBimi 
among  the  northern  nations.  We  And  it  aerioasly  acgad  la  te 
High  Court  of  Justiciary  at  Edtnbuxgh,  so  late  aa  ICBSLasaa 
evidence  of  guilL  The  case  was  that  of  Philip  ScandsAeM,  i» 
cused  of  the  murder  of  his  father,  and  this  pmt  of  the  eviiaaev 
against  him  is  thus  stated  in  the  ''  libel,''  or  mrtirfawnt  *  A^ 
when  his  father's  dead  body  was  sighted  aad  insimctpd  bycki- 
rargeons,  and  U»e  clear  and  evident  signs  of  the  mardar  hM  ap- 
pealed, the  body  was  sewed  ap,  and  moat  earafViUy  cleaaed.aal 
his  nearest  relations  and  Maods  won  deaired  tolifthia  body  la 
the  coflin  ;  and  accordingly.  James  Row,  merehaad,  (who  was 
in  Edinburrh  in  the  time  of  the  murder^  baviog  liftod  the  liA 
side  of  Sir  James  his  head  and  shoulder,  and  the  said  Riilip  the 
right  side,  his  (kther's  body,  though  eareftaUy  rlaanirt,  aa  mid 
is,  so  as  the  least  blood  waa  notoa  it.  did  teeeordiBg  lo 
usual  method  of  discovering  murders)  blood  aflaah  apaa 
and  deflled  all  his  hands,  which  struck  him  with  each  a  I 
that  he  immediately  let  his  fhther*s  bead  and  body  fbfl 
violence,  and  fled  fhmi  the  body, and  in  ooaatematioa  uni 
fhsion  cried,  '  Lord,  have  mmcj  upon  met'  and  bowed  hi 

down  over  a  seat  in  the  church  (when  the  corp  wave  iotl, - 

wiping  his  fbther's  innocent  blood  off  his  own  raardcriaghMi 
upon  his  deaths."  To  this  his  counsel  replied,  that  *lta 
is  bat  a  sapantitioos  observation,  withoat  aay  croaad  eiUai  ia 
law  or  reason ;  and  Carpzovius  rsialea  that  aovond  pciaoaaapaa 
that  ground  had  been  unjusUy  chalienftd.'*  It  waa,  iwaaiafa 
insisted  on  as  a  link  in  the  chain  ofevidenee,  not  aa  a  mrnpt 
singular  ciireuaistaaoe,  but  as  a  roiracaloQs  iatsrpoeitioa  of  no> 
videnea ;  and  ft  waa  thus  aaimadvertad  apoa  by 
Mackenzie,  the  king|s  coansel,  ia  his  ebarge  to  tho 


they,  fblly  persuaded  that  Sir  James  was  mardarod  by  his  oos 
son,  sent  out  some  chtiwreoas  and  fKende,  who,  having  raisM 


u  uoa  I  inou  uiai  uraagn  nra  i 
signs  of  thy  almighty  power  t  thoutJi 
thy  aervaat,  out  of  the  brands  uad 
wiierein  many  were  consmaed  r  thou 


the  body,  did  aae  it  bleed  miraeuloasly  upon  hia  faach 
which  God  Almighty  himself  was  ^eaaad  to  boat  a 
the  teetimoaiea  we  produce  i  that  Divine  powar, 
the  blood  circulate  during  lift,  has  oft  timea.  in  all  aa< 
a  passage  to  it  afW  death 
kt  in  this 


ii 
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''He  ia  no  match  for  me,"  growled  the  savage, 

nor  fit  to  lift  my  fltove.  I  follow  the  Prince  of  Scot- 
land, in  attending  on  his  Master  of  Horse.  This  fel- 
low 18  «  wretched  mechanic*' 

Here  the  Prince  interrupted  him.  "Thou  follow 
me,  caitifr!  I  diachaiKe  thee  ttom  my  aerrice  on  the 
apot. — ^Take  him  in  hand,  Smith,  and  beat  him  as 
tlMMi  didet  never  thump  anvil  I— The  villain  is  both 
sbilty  and  recreant.  It  sickens  me  even  to  look  at 
him ;  and  if  my  royal  father  wiH  be  ruled  by  me,  he 
will  give  the  parties  two  handsome  Scottish  azes^ 
and  we  will  see  which  of  them  turns  out  the  best  fel- 
low before  the  day  ia  half  an  hour  older.*' 

This  was  readily  assented  to  by  the  Earl  of  Craw- 
ford and  Sir  Patrick  Charteria,  the  god-fathers  of  the 
parties,  who,  oa  the  combatants  were  men  of  inferior 
rank,  agreed  that  they  should  fight  in  steel  caps,  bufi* 
iackets,  and  with  axes;  and  thaCi^  soonaa  they  could 
oenrepared  for  the  combat 

The  lists  were  appointed  in  the  Skinners*  Yards,* 
a  neii^boaring  8|)ace  of  ground,  occupied  by  the  cor- 
poration from  which  it  had  the  name,  and  wno  quickly 
cleared  a  apace  of  about  thirty  feet  by  twenty-five,  for 
the  combatants.  Thither  thronged  the  nobles,  priests, 
and  commons, — all  excepting  the  old  King,  who,  de- 
testing sach  acenea  of  blood,  retired  to  hia  residence, 
and  devolved  the  charge  of  the  field  upon  the  Earl  of 
Errol,  Lord  High  Conatable,  to  whose  office  it  more 
particularly  belonged.  The  Duke  of  Albany  watched 
the  whole  prooeecung  with  a  close  and  wary  eye.  His 
n^p»hew  gave  the  scene  the  heedless  degree  of  notice 
which  corresponded  with  his  character. 

When  the  combatants  appeared  in  the  lists,  nothing 
ooold  be  more  striking  than  the  contrast  betwixt  the 
manly,  cheerful  countenance  of  the  Smith,  whose 
soarlumg  bright  eye  seemed  already  beaming  with  the 
netory  he  hoped  for,  and  the  sullen,  downcast  aspect 
of  the  brutal  Bonthron,  who  looked  as  if  he  were 
some  obscene  bird,  driven  into  sunshine  out  of  the 
shelter  of  its  darksome  haunts.  They  made  oath  se- 
verally,each  to  the  truth  of  his  quarrel ;  a  ceremony 
which  Henry  Oow  performed  with  serene  and  man- 
ly confidence— Bonthron  with  a  dogged  resolution, 
which  induced  the  Duke  of  Rothsay  to  say  to  the 
Hi|di  Constable,  **  Didst  thou  ever,  my  dear  Errol,  be- 
hoR  such  a  mixture  of  malignity,  cruelty,  and  I  think 
fear,  as  in  that  fellow's  countenance  T' 

•'  He  is  not  comely,*'  said  the  Earl,  "  but  a  powerful 
knave  as  I  have  seen."  ,    ,     .        . ,  , 

**  ril  gage  a  hogshead  of  wine  with  you,  my  good 
lord,  that  lie  loses  the  day.  Henry  the  armourer  is 
as  strong  as  he,  and  much  more  active.  And  then 
look  at  his  bold  bearing!  There  is  something  in 
that  other  fellow  that  is  loathsome  to  look  upon.  Let 
them  yoke  presently,  my  dear  Constable,  for  I  am 
8ickofbe.holdmghim.** 

The  High  Constable  then  addressed  the  widow. 
whoi,  in  her  deep  weeds,  and  having  her  children  still 
beMe  her,  occupied  a  chair  vrithm  the  liats :— "  Wo- 
man, do  you  willingly  accept  of  this  man,  Henry  the 
Smith,  to  do  battle  as  your  champion  in  this  caused" 

"I  do— I  do,  most  willingly,"  answered  Magdalen 
Piondfiite:  "and  may  the  blessing  of  Gtod  and  St. 
John  give  nim  strength  and  fortune,  emce  he  stnkes 
finr  the  orphan  and  fetherleasl** 

'*  Then  I  pronounce  this  a  fenced  field  of  battle," 
said  the  Constable  aloud.  "  Let  no  one  dare,  upon 
peril  of  hia  life,  to  interrupt  this  combat  by  word, 
speech,  or  look.— Sound  trumpets,  and  fight,  com- 

nnie  trumpets  flourished,  and  the  combatants,  ad- 
vancing from  the  opposite  ends  of  the  lists,  with  a 
ataady  and  even  pace,  k>oked  at  each  other  atten- 
tively, well  dulled  in  judging  from  the  rooUon  of  the 
eye,  inc  direction  in  which  a  blow  was  meditated. 

•  '•  Ths  SkittMn'  Ywtl,"  tart  Mr.  Morriiop,  "i*  >un  in  Um 
__iiBni"  of  that  (Meroity,  and  ii  appltod  to  the  imP^^hieh 
ItaSmelmpliM.  Prior  to  the  time  of  the  peaoMWe  Robwt.  it 
SlfuM  eourlrani  of  the  caatle.  Part  of  the  gate  which  open- 
Jdftom  Setown  to  the  drawbridie  of  the  «a»ae,  i.  etill  to  be 
SLnuu  weU  as  aoane  tmena  of  the  toondatiop  of  the  Keep  or 
KSon.  and  of  the  towera  which  mirroandedthe  Ca^rard. 
ThS^rlhw-row,  which  now  encloMa^the  Skinnera'.jrard,  at 
Mftil  time  fonned  the  aveme  or  itieet  Inaduif  from  the  oorthero 
part  0f  the  town  to  the  Dominican  MoDatterr" 


They  halted  opposite  to,  and  within  reach  o^  each 
other,  and  in  mm  made  more  than  one  feint  to  strike, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  activity  and  vigilance  of  the 
opponent.  At  length,  whether  weary  of  these  ma- 
noeuvres, or  fearing  lest  in  a  contest  so  conducted, 
his  unwieldly  strength  would  be  foiled  by  the  activity 
of  the  Smith,  Bonthron  heaved  up  his  axe  for  a  down- 
right blow,  adding  th€  whole  strength  of  his  sturdy 
arms  to  the  weight  of  the  weapon  in  its  descent.  The 
Smith,  however,  avoided  the  stroke  by  stepping  aside: 
for  it  was  too  forcible  to  be  controlled  by  any  guara 
which  he  could  have  interposed.  Ere  Bonthron  re- 
covered guard.  Henry  struck  him  a  sideling  blow  on 
the  steel  head-piece,  which  prostrated  him  on  the 
ground. 

"Confess,  or  die,*'  said  the  victor,  placing  his  foot 
on  the  body  of  the  vanquished,  and  holding  to  his 
throat  the  point  of  the  axe,  wnich  terminated  in  a 
spike  or  poniard. 

"  I  will  confess,'*  said  the  villain,  glaring  wildly  • 
upward  on  the  sky.    "  Let  me  rise.'* 

"Not  till  you  have  yielded,**  said  Harry  Smith. 

"I  do  yield,'*  again  murmured  Ek)nthron,  and 
Henry  proclaimed  aloud  that  his  antagonist  waa  de- 
feated. 

The  Dukes  of  Rothsay  and  Albany,  theHig^  Con- 
stable, and  the  Dominican  Prior,  now  entered  the 
li^ts,  and  addressing  Bonthron.  demanded  if  he  ac- 
knowledged himself  vanqmshod. 

"  I  do,''  answered  the  miscreant. 

"  And  guilty  of  the  murder  of  Oliver  Proudfiite  T' 

"  I  am— but  I  mistook  him  for  another." 

"And  whom  didst  thou  intend  to  slay  7"  aaid  the 
Prior.  "Confess,  my  son,  and  merit  thy  pardon  in 
another  world;  for  with  this  thou  hast  little  mote 
to  do.** 

"  I  took  the  slain  man,"  answered  the  discomfited 
combatant,  "  for  him  whose  hand  has  struck  me 
down,  whose  foot  now  presses  me.** 

"Blessed  be  the  Saints!'^  said  the  Prior;  "now 
all  those  who  doubt  the  virtue  of  the  holy  ordeal, 
may  have  their  eyes  opened  to  their  error.  Lo,  he 
is  trapped  in  the  snare  which  he  laid  for  the  guilt- 
less.*' 

"  I  scarce  ever  saw  the  man  before,'*  said  the  Smith. 
"  I  never  did  wrong  to  him  or  bis.— Ask  him,  an  it 
please  your  reverence,  why  he  should  have  thought 
of  slaying  me  treacherously.** 

"  It  is  a  fitting  queatwn,**  answered  the  Prior.— 
"  Give  glory  where  it  is  due.  my  son,  even  though  it 
is  manineted  by  thy  shame.  For  virhat  reason  wouldst 
thou  have  wayiakl  this  armourer,  who  says  he  never 
wronged  thee  T* 

"  lie  had  wronged  him  whom  I  served."  answered 
Bonthron ;  "and  I  meditated  the  deed  by  his  com- 
mand." 

"  By  whose  command  ?**  asked  the  Prior. 

Bonthron  was  sUent  for  an  instant,  then  growled 
out,—"  He  is  too  mighty  for  me  to  name." 

"Hearken,  my  son.'*  said  the  churchman ;  "tarry 
but  a  brief  hour,  and  the  mighty  and  the  mean  of 
this  earth  shall  to  thee  alike  he  empty  sounds.  The 
sledge  is  even  now  preparing  to  drag  thee  to  the  place 
of  execution.  Therefore,  son,  once  more  I  charge 
thee  to  consult  thy  soul's  weal  by  glorifying  Heaven, 
and  speaking  the  truth.  Was  it  thy  master.  Sir 
John  Ramomy,  that  stirred  thee  to  so  foul  a  deed  T* 

"No,**  answered  the  prostrate  villain,  "it  was  a 
greater  than  he.'*  And  at  the  aame  time  he  pointed 
with  his  finger  to  the  Prince. 

"  Wretch?*  said  the  astonished  Duke  of  Rothsay ; 
"do  you  dare  to  hint  that  /  was  your  instigator  1" 

"  You  yourself,  my  lord,"  answered  the  unblushing 

ruffian.  ,    ,       „      ... 

"  Die  in  thy  falsehood,  accursed  slave  1"  aaid  the 
Prince ;  and,  drawing  hia  sword,  he  would  have 
pierced  his  cahimniator,  had  not  the  Lord  High  Con- 
8tai>le  interposed  with  word  and  action.  .    . 

"Your  Grace  must  forgive  my  discharging  mme 
office— tiiis  caitifr  must  be  dehvered  into  the  hands  of 
the  executioner.  He  is  unfit  to  be  dealt  with  by  any 
other,  much  less  by  your  Highness.** 

"  What !  noble  Earl,'*  said  Albany,  aloud,  and  with 
much  real  or  aflected  emotion,  "  would  you  let  the 
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dog  i«M  alive  from  hence,  10  poiBonlhepeople'BeBra  acajuairK  you  when  ilie  Duke  of  Albany  goeii  and  I 

withralaeiccusilionaiigBinalthePhiicoorScoiliindl  doubt  not  ihat  hia  Majeaty  wdJ   then  adnul  your 

—I  aay,  cut  him  lo  mnmniocka  upon  llic  apotl"  Grace  to  his  preBend-.  Aiprewni,  your  High  new  mun 

"  Your  Highnon  will  pardon  me,"  said  ihc  fc^iri  of  (bnore  njc— it  u  mipowuble  yuu  fan  havo  accen. 
tCrrol;   "I  tnusl  protect  him  lill  hie  doom  la  cie-  I  underaluid  you,  MncLewia;  but  go,  neretthe- 

cuied  ''  leaa,  aud  obvy  my  romnianJa." 

"  Theti  tel  him  Iw  K"8t;ed  instantly,"  suid  Albnny.      The  olllcer  wen)  sccordiaglj',  and  rclurnsi  with  t 

—"And you,  my  royal  nephew,  why  alnnd  you  lliere  mevsafie,  thai  the  Kine  wis  indi«poant.  and  on  (be 

Hied  in  utotiishnient  ?    Call  your  rcsolutiuii  up—  nolnl  of  rGllnno  lo  his  private  chamber;  bul  ibW 

(peak  10  Ihc  prisoner— awcsr—iirulcsi  by  alt  llint  is  the  Duke  of  Albany  would  presently  wan  upon  Ihe 

sacnid  that  you  knew  not  of  thin  felua  deed.— See  Prioceof  Seotland.  ,     „  , 

how  (he  neoplu  look  on  each  other,  and  wliisper      II  was.  huw<ivrr,  a  full  lialf  liour  ere  ihe  Duke  of 

apart!    My  lilt  un't  ihnt  this  lie  (pread*  Ihater  than  Albany  appeared,— a  period  of  nmo  which  RomuT 

anrBOspellruth.— .Speak  to  lliem,  royal  kinmnan,  no  a|*nl  partly  m  moi>dy  ailencc,  and  pinly  in  idle  talk 

matter  what  rou  suy,  ao  you  be  cniataiit  in  ilomal.  with  MaeLevns  and  Ihr  Unindanea,  as  the  Ivviiy  or 

"  What,  air,''  said  lUthaay,  (tarlinglhnn  hiaiiause  irritability  of  hie  Icniper  obtained  the  asoendanl. 

of  surpiiao  and  mortillcatiun,  and  tornm);  hauglilily  .At  tcngth  the  Dukfa.<aiiio,  and  with  lum  tlie  Lqrd 

towards  his  uncle  i  "  would  yon  hove  me  •■nRai{c  my  High  Conelable,  whose  countenance  cipnwcl  n:uth 

rojrat  word  against  ihat  at  an  abiect  recreant )    I«l  aonuw  and  eiiilinrrassmeiii. 
those  who  con  believe  the  Mn  of  thnr  suvoreign.  ihe         Pair  Kmsmau,"  said  the  Duke  of  Albany,*'! 

descendant  of  Kruce,  capable  of  laying  smbusli  lor  gneve  l»  say  that  it  le  my  royul  brother  a  ouinic- 

the  life  of  a  poor  mechanie,  cnjor  the  pleaaure  of  thai  it  will  be  besi,  fin  the  honour  of  the  royal  fan 


MynyiJi 

and  I  cannot  tfunklle  woulif  have  given  aim  to  sucli   tic  r^uii-d, 


I  Duke  ofRothuy,  and  never  re-  yoiit  pnnciiial,  if  not  sole  companion,  un 

fi«in  him,  in  woni,  look,  or  denl ;  data  which  have  been  ihie  ilay  spread  a 

:  he  would  have  given  aim  to  such  be  refuted,  orrorgattm." 
epracliee."  How  is  ihia.  my  Lord  of  Krrol !    aaul  the  Piinw 

Waa  it  in  honour  thai  you  threw  his  Hlfchnesa  m  oitoniah merit,    ^'Is  your  house  to  be  my  jail,  and 

■roni  tlie  ladder  in  Curfew  Slreet,  upon  Kaalem'a  is  vniirh>rdship  to  be  my  jaih^^ 
Bveul"  Boid  Bonlhron;  "or  think  you  ilie  favour         The  sain  is  forbid,  my  lord,"  said  the  Earl  of  El 


Doninron;     or  imim  you  iiie  lavour  luo  snmiii  lornin,  my  loni,    raio  ins  E.ari  ui  ai- 

klnitlv  or  unkindly  1"  rol  i  "  but  it  is  my  unhappy  duL>-  lo  obegr  the  com- 

o  boldly  said,  and  seemed  so  idnusible,    nianda  of  your  fklher,  hy  eonstdcring  four  Rt»u 

that  il  shook  the  Smith's  opiiiinn  of  the  Pnncc'a  in-    Hiahnesi  for  auino  lime  as  being  under  mf  ward, 
nocence.  Tlie  Ptincc— the  lieir  oT  Scotland,  under  the  ward 

"  Alan,  my  k>nl,"  said  he,  lookmg  sorrowfully  to-  of  the  High  Constable  I— What  reason  can  be  tdvea 
wards  Roihsav,  "could  your  Highneee  seek  an  in-  forthii)  la  the  blighling  apcceh  of  a  convictid  ic- 
nocent  fellow  n  life  for  duing  his  duty  by  a  helpless  '  creant  of  alrenRlh  snfficienl  to  tarnish  my  royila 
maiden  ?— I  would  ml  her  have  died  in  these  lisis,  L  cuicheon?" 

than  live  tolieariiSBidof  thcBruce'sheir!"  "While  such  accupslionsarenol  iefuted  and  demed. 

^^  "TKou  art  a  good  fellow,  Smith,"  said  thePnnce;    my  kinsman,"  snid  the  Duke  of  Albany,  "they  iriU 

othara,— Awny  witli  that  convict  lo  the  gn  I  lows,  and        "Denied,  my  lordl"  exclaimed   ilie  Prince;   "br 

hood  and  spread  acandal  an  ua  to  the  last  prolonged  mous,  even  by  his  own  confession,  io  be  cndittd  fer 

moment  of  his  eiioienct !"  n  nionient,  though  a  he™a Ha  character,  not  sprince'^ 

So  aaying,  tlie  Pnnce  turned  away  from  the  lists,  weroimpeaehed.— Feich  him  hither,— let  ihsiackb* 

disdaining  to  notice  ihe  gloomy  looks  cast  tonaida  alipwn  to  him ;  you  will  soon  hear  him  tetiaci  dia 

him,  as  the  crowd  modo  slow  and  rehiclanl  way  for  cuhimny  which  hedarrd  lo  oascit." 

him  to  pass,  anil  expressing  neither  surpriao  nor  dis-  "  The  gibbit  has  done  its  work  too  surely  ta  lean 

pleasure  at  a  deep  hollow  murmur,  or  itroan,  which  Bonlhron  aensilite  to  the  lack,"  said  the  Duke  of  Al- 

Bccompanied  hia  rctrenl.    Only  a  tew  of  his  own  im-  bntiy.     "He  has  been  executed  an  hour  since." 

mediate  fol  lowers  attended  him  from  the  fi' Id,  though  "And  why  auch  haste,  my  lord?"  said  the  Priacei 

various  persons  of  distinction  had  come  there  in  his  "know  you  ii  looks  ni  if  iliere  wers  practice  in  it,  » 

train.     Even  ihc  lower  class  of  citiiens  censed  to  bring  astain  onmy  nsmcT' 

follow  the  unhappy  Prince,  whose  former  indillcrcn I  "The  custom  is  universal- ihc  deieaied  combtl- 

reputation  had  exposed  him  to  so  many  chsr}^  c(  ant  ui  Ihe  ordeal  of  bottle  is  instantly  tranriend 

impropnety  and    levity,    and  around   whom    ihere  from  the  lista  to  tlie  nallowa,— And  yet,  fair  kina- 

•eemod  now  dorketiing  auspidons  oflho  mosi  atro-  man,"  continued  lbs  Duke  of  Albs  ny,  "if  you  bad 

eioua  nature.  boldly  and  strongly  denied  the  impntaiiari,  I  •mcH 

HeloakhiBslowandlhoughlful  way  to  ihechurch  havejudgol  right  lo  keep  Ihe  wretch  alive  for  fatlb« 

of  Ihs  Dominicansi  bul  Iheill  news,  whidi  fly  pro-  tnveaiigation  i   but  as   your  Highness  was  dleBl, 

veibialty  bat,  had  reached  hii  father's  place  of  retire-  I  deemed  it  bosl  to  stifle  the  scandal  in  the  bmih  it 

nuDl,  before  he  himself  aM>eared-    On  oiitering  the  himlhal  uttered  it." 

palace  and  inquiring  for  tho  King,  the  Duke  of  Roth-  "Saint  Maij,  my  lord,  but  this  is  loo  insuliingl 

BBTwassuipnsol  lobemformed  thst  he  wasindeni  Do  you,  my  uncle  and  kinsman,  suppose  me  cuiur 

COOiultatKHi  with  the  Duke  of  Albany,  who,  moan  I-  of  prompting  sueh  an  uselem  and  un  wortby  actioi, 

ing  on  horseback  as  the  Prince  left  the  lists,  had  asthaiwhirh  the  ulave  confessed T' 

reached  the  convenl  before  him.     He  was  about  lo  '  '   i:.                                                         .,,     wiK'. 

use  the  pnvilege  of  his  rark  and  birlh,  to  enter  the    "■' ■  ■■  '■'firoM,  Ut 

royal  Bparimeni.  when  MacLevfis,  the  commander  ^,^'','V,                                                          ■ ," ''".T^PliS 

pftheKuardof  Brandanes,BBve  him  tomideretand,  .■,[,  J:.,',  ,                                                   '■  i.VA.L^ 

Mmc'ii^'i^wiS^o^bod"h'''d''''''''°'* '*"'''' '"'  M^«^';v:n■r.'l','d^:^',;;;■.''^';':,';,v;,v^^";,u";'^;''l"™'''^" 

"Go  at   leaal,   KacUi»it'Bnd"l'e"'*ihem    know  X^!j"r»ni,.'',H,n,(l',f¥^iiii'7f!L'''y^tlJt^S^ 

that  I  wail  their  pleasursb"  said  Iha  Princs,     "If  my  fnmiiv    V.Jwi  ."^  .h,U  m,ti™,Xnm  m  pSu.  .iiTdTS- 

ancledesiraslohatBlhecredilofahutiing  the  father's  'uiir>M  ■Tinnn  .inu  fuimrrijKniieraiiu.buiasn  Uiutw** 

apartment  againat  the  son,  ii  will  grstify  him  u>  •'''''  "•'  )'iiii«,i  "u  the  criebnuii  Oowna  Hou*,  vlilct 

know  that  I  am  attending  in  ihe  ouUr  hall  Idle  a  liS'i.^o'  Si^JSJSflmif'ui?  oSiiS'eluElljR  SqjS 

"  i(iy  il  ple.«  you,"  .aid  M«.L<wi.,  with  heaita-  ^I^J^r.^XSSS'fctl-Mr.t  SS^ 

lion,  "if  your  Highness  would  consent  to  ntire  juat  I'l?™?.^;?'  r"*'"'^"'"  w*  tf  iM^sUsshpiM  «r  nr 
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THfi  FAIR  MAID  OF  PERTH. 


"  It  is  not  for  ma  to  baady  question  with  your  High- 
ness ;  otfasrwise  I  would  ask,  whether  you  also  me&n 
to  deny  the  scarce  less  unworthy,  though  less  bloody 
ttltack,  upon  the  house  in  Couvrefew  Street?— Be 
not  an^  with  me,  kinsman ;  but.  indeed,  your  se- 
qoestenng  yourself  for  some  brier  space  from  the 
opuit,  were  it  only  during  the  King's  residence  in  this 
city,  where  so  much  offence  has  been  given,  is  impe- 
riously demanded." 

Rotnsay  paused  when  he  heard  this  exhortation ; 
and  looking  at  the  Duke  in  a  very  marked  manner,  re- 
plied,— 

"uncle,  you  are  a  good  huntsman.     You  have 

E itched  your  toils  with  much  skill ;  but  you  would 
ave  been  foiled,  notwithstanding,  had  not  the  stag 
Tuabed  among  the  nets  of  free  will.  God  speed 
TOO,  and  may  you  have  the  profit  by  this  matter 
which  your  measures  deserve.  Say  to  my  father,  I 
obey  his  arresL— My  Lord  High  Constable,  1  wait  on- 
ly your  pleasure  to  attend  you  to  your  lodgings. 
Since  I  am  to  lie  in  ward,  I  could  not  have  desired  a 
kinder  or  more  courteous  warden." 

The  interview  between  the  uncle  and  nephew  being 
thus  concluded,  the  Prince  retired  with  the  Earl  of  Er- 
rol  to  his  apartments ;  the  citizens  whom  they  met 
in  the  streets  passing  to  the  farther  side,  when  they 
observed  the  Duke  of  Rothsav,  to  escape  the  necessi- 
ty of  saluting  one  whom  they  nad  been  taught  to  con- 
mdm  as  a  ferocious  as  well  as  unprincipled  libertine. 
The  constable's  lodgings  received  the  owner  and  his 
princely  j^uest,  both  gmd  to  leave  the  streets,  yet  nei- 
ther feehng  easy  in  the  simntion  which  they  occupied 
with  regard  to  each  other  within  doors. 

We  must  return  to  the  lists  after  the  combat  had 
oassed,  and  when  the  nobles  had  withdrawn.  Tlie 
crowds  were  now  separated  into  two  distinct  bodies. 
Tliat  which  made  the  smallest  in  number,  was  at  the 
•tme  time  the  most  distinguished  for  respectability, 
consisting  of  the  better  class  of  inhabitants  of  Perth, 
who  were  congratulating  the  successful  champion, 
tnd  each  other,  upon  the  tnumphant  conclusion  to 
which  they  had  brought  their  feud  with  the  courtiers. 
The  magistrates  .were  so  much  elated  on  the  occa- 
sion, that  they  entreated  Sir  Patrick  Charteris's  ac- 
ceptance of  a  collation  in  the  Town-hall.  To  this, 
Henry,  the  hero  of  the  dsv,  was  of  course  invited,  or 
ha  was  rather  commanded  to  attend.  He  listened  to 
the  summons  with  ^eat  embarrassment,  for  it  may 
be  readily  believed  his  heart  was  with  Catharine  Glo- 
ver. But  the  advice  of  his  father  Simon  decided  him. 
That  veteran  citizen  had  a  natural  and  becoming  de- 
ference for  the  magistracy  of  the  Fair  City;  he  en- 
tertained a  Ugh  estimation  of  all  honours  which 
flowed  from  such  a  source,  and  thought  that  his 
intended  son-in-law  would  do  wrong  not  to  receive 
tham  with  gratitude. 

"  Tliou  must  not  think  to  absent  thyself  from  such 
a  solemn  occasion,  son  Henry,"  was  his  advice. 

Sir  Patrick  Gharteris  is  to  be  there  himself,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  a  rare  occasion  for  thee  to  gain  his 
9>od-wilL  It  is  like  he  may  order  of  thee  a  new  suit 
of  harness;  and  I  myself  heard  worthy  Bailie  Craig- 
dallie  say,  there  was  a  talk  of  furbishing  up  the  citrs 
■nnoury.  Thou  must  not  neglect  the  good  trade, 
now  that  thou  takest  on  thee  an  expensive  family." 
/'Tush,  father  Glover,"  answered  the  embarrassed 
yietor,  "  I  lack  no  custom— and  thou  knowest  there 
IS  Catharine,  who  may  wonder  at  my  absense,  and 
have  her  ear  abused  once  more  by  tales  of  glee-mai- 
dens, and  I  wot  not  whet." 

"  Fear  not  thou  that,"  said  the  Glover,  **  but  go, 
m  an  obedient  burgess,  where  thy  betters  desire  to 
have  thee.  I  do  not  deny  that  it  will  cost  thee  some 
tnmble  to  make  thy  peace  with  Catharine  about  this 
dpel ;  for  she  thinks  herself  wiser  in  such  matters 
than  King  and  Council,  Kirk  and  Canons,  Provost 
and  Bailies.  But  I  wiU  take  up  the  quarrel  with  her 
myself,  and  will  so  work  for  thee,  that  though  she 
may  receive  thee  to  morrow  with  somewhat  of  a  chi- 
ding, it  shall  melt  into  tears  and  smiles,  like  an  April 
momiog,  that  begins  with  a  mikl  shower.  Away 
with  thee  then,  my  son,  and  be  constant  to  the  time, 
to-morrow  morning.afier  mass." 

The  Smith,  though  reluctantly,  was  obliged  to  de- 


ft! 

fer  to  the  reasoning  of  his  proposed  father-in-law. 
and  once  determined  to  accej^t  the  honour  destined 
for  him  by  the  fathers  of  the  city,  he  extricated  him- 
self {torn  the  crowd,  and  hastened  home  to  put  on 
his  best  apparel;  in  which  he  presently  afterwards 
repaired  to  the  Council-house,  where  the  ponderous 
oak  table  seemed  to  bend  under  the  massy  dishes  of 
choice  Tay  salmon,  and  delicious  sea-fish  from  Dun- 
dee, being  the  dainties  which  tlie  fasting  season  per- 
mitted, whilst  neither  wine,  ale,  nor  metheglin,  were 
wanting  to  wash  them  down.  The  waitS)  or  min- 
strels of  the  bursh,  played  during  the  repast,  and  in 
the  intervals  of  tne  music,  one  of  them  recited  with 
great  emphasis,  a  long  poetical  account  of  the  battle 
of  Blackeam-side,  fought  by  Sir  William  Wallace, 
and  his  redoubted  captain  and  friend,  Thomas  of 
Longueville,  agauist  the  Enelish  general,  Seward— a 
theme  perfectly  familiar  to  an  the  guests,  who,  never- 
thelesfiL  more  tolerant  than  their  descendants,  listen- 
ed as  if  it  had  all  the  zest  of  novelty.  It  was  compli- 
mentary to  the  ancestor  of  the  Knight  of  Kinfauns 
doubtless,  and  to  other  Perthshire  families,  in  paasa- 
ges  which  the  audience  applauded  vociferously,  whilst 
they  pledged  each  other  in  mighty  draughts,  to  the 
memory  of  the  heroes  who  had  fought  by  the  side  of 
the  Champion  of  Scotland.  The  liealth  of  Henry 
Wynd  was  quaffed  with  repeated  shouts,  and  the  Pro* 
vost  announced  publiclv,  that  the  magistrates  were 
consulting  how  they  might  best  invest  him  with  some 
distins^sned  privilege,  or  honorary  reward,  to  show 
how  highly  his  fellow-citizens  valued  his  courageous 
exertions. 

"  Nay,  take  it  not  thus,  an  it  like  your  worships,' 
said  the  Smith,  with  his  usual  blunt  manneri  lest 
men  say  that  valour  must  be  rare  in  Perth,  when  they 
reward  a  man  for  fighting  for  the  right  of  a  forlorn 
widow.  I  am  sure  there  are  many  scores  of  stout 
burghers  in  the  town  who  would  have  done  this  day's 
dargue,  as  well  or  better  than  I.  For,  in  good  sooth, 
I  ought  to  have  cracked  yonder  fellow's  nead-pieca^ 
like  an  earthen  pipkin— ay,  and  would  have  done  it 
too,  if  it  had  not  been  one  which  I  myself  temp^«d 
for  Sir  John  Ramomy.  'But  an  the  Fair  City  think 
my  service  of  any  worth,  I  will  conceive  it  far  mora 
than  acquitted  by  any  aid  which  you  may  afford  from 
the  Common  Good,*  to  the  support  or  the  widow 
Magdalen  and  her  poor  orphans.^' 

"That  may  well  be  done,"  said  Sir  Patrick  Char- 
teris.  "  and  yet  leave  the  Fair  City  rich  enough  to  pay 
her  debts  to  Henry  Wynd,  of  which  every  man  of  us 
is  a  better  judge  than  himsdf^  who  is  blinded  with  an 
unavailing  nicety,  which  man  call  modesty— And  if 
the  burgh  be  too  poor  for  this,  the  Provost  will  bear 
his  share.  The  Rover's  golden  angels  have  not  all 
taken  flight  yet." 

The  beakers  were  now  circulated,  under  the  name 
of  a  cup  of  comfort  to  the  widow,  and  anon  flowed 
around  once  more  to  the  happy  memory  of  the  mur- 
dered Oliver,  now  so  bravely  avenged.  In  short,  it 
was  a  feast  so  jovial,  that  all  asreed  nothing  was 
wantmg  to  render  it  perfect,  but  tEeprMenoe  of  .the 
Bonnet-maker  himself  whose  calamity  had  occaaon- 
ed  the  meeting,  and  who  had  usuaUy  fumiuied  the 
standing  jest  at  such  festive  assemblies.  Had  his  at- 
tendance neen  possible,  it  was  dryly  observed  by  Bai- 
lie Craigdalhe,  ne  would  certainly  have  claimed  the 
success  of  the  day,  and  vouched  nimself  the  avenger 
of  his  own  murder. 

At  the  sound  of  the  vesper  bell  the  company  broke 
up,  some  of  the  graver  sort  going  to  evening  prayera* 
where,  with  hali-shut  eyes  and  shining  countenanoea, 
they  made  a  most  orthodox  and  edifymg  portion  of  m 
L^ten  congr^cation;  others  to  their  own  homes,  to 
tell  over  ^e  occurrences  of  the  fight  and  feast,  for  the 
information  of  the  family  circle ;  and  some,  doubtlaeaL 
to  the  licenaed  freedoms  of  some  tavern,  the  door  of 
which  Lent  did  not  keep  so  close  shut  as  the  forma 
of  the  Church  required.  Henry  returned  to  the  Wvnd, 
wsrm  with  the  good  wine  and  the, applause  of  hM 
fellow-citizens,  and  fell  asleep  to  dream  of  perfect 
happiness  and  Catharine  Glover.  .... 

*We  have  said,  that  when  the  combat  was  .deeidad. 
the  spectators  were  divided  into  two  bodies.    Of 
•  Th6pabUopio|Mrtroftlisb«|h. 
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ihe&c,  when  the  more  respectable  portion  ntteiided 
the  victor  in  joyous  procession,  much  thegrcaternum- 
ber,  or  what  might  be  termed  the  rabble,  waited  upon 
the  subdued  and  sentenced  Bonthron,  who  was  tra- 
velling in  a  diflereni  direction,  and  for  n  very  opposite 
purpose.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  compara- 
tive attractions  of  the  house  of  mournhig  and  of 
feasting  under  other  circumstances,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  which  will  draw  most  visiters,  when  the  nues- 
rion  is,  whether  we  would  witness  miseries  which  we 
arc  not  to  share,  or  festivities  of  which  we  are  not  to 
partake.  Accordingly,  the  tumbril  in  which  the  cri- 
minal was  conveyed  to  execution,  was  attended  by 
far  the  greater  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Perth. 

A  friar  was  seated  in  the  same  car  with  the  murder- 
er, to  whom  he  did  not  hesitate  to  repeat,  under  the 
Ecal  of  confession,  the  samefals*:  asseveration  which 
he  had  made  upon  the  place  of  combat,  which  charg- 
ed the  Duke  of  Rothsay  with  being  director  of  the 
ambuscade  by  which  the  unfortunate  Bonnet-inakcr 
had  suffered.  The  same  falsehood  he  disseminated 
among  the  crowd,  averring,  with  unblushing  effron- 
tery, to  those  who  were  nighcst  to  the  car,  that  he 
owed  his  death  to  his  having  been  willing  to  execute 
the  Duke  of  Roth  say's  uleasurc.  For  a  time  he  re- 
peated these  word 5),  sullenly  and  doggedly,  in  the 
manner  of  one  reciting  a  task,  or  a  liar  who  endea- 
vours by  rfsiteration  to  obtain  a  credit  for  his  words, 
which  he  is  internally  sensible  ihry  do  not  deserve. 
But  when  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  orheld  in  the  dis- 
tance the  black  outline  of  a  gallows,  atlea.st  forty  feet 
high,  with  its  ladder  and  its  fatal  cord,  rising  against 
the  horizon,  he  became  suddenly  silent,  n\id  the  friar 
could  obser\'e  that  he  trembled  very  much. 

"Bo  comforted,  my  son,"  said  the  good  privsi  "you 
have  confessed  the  truth,  and  received  absohiuon. 
Your  penitence  will  be  accepted  according  to  your 
sincerity  ;  and  though  you  have  been  a  man  of  bloody 
hands  and  cniel  hearty  yet,  by  the  Chun^h's  prayers, 
you  shall  be  in  duo  tunc  assoilzied  from  the  penal 
fires  of  purgatory." 

These  assurances  were  calculated  rather  to  ail- 
ment than  to  diminish  the  terrors  of  the  culprit,  who 
was  agitated  by  doubts  whether  the  mode  suggested 
for  his  preservation  from  death  would  to  a  certainty 
be  efTectual,  and  some  suspicion  whether  there  was 
really  any  purptjse  of  employing  them  in  his  favour ; 
for  he  knew  his  master  well  enough  to  be  aware  of 
the  indifference  with  which  he  would  sacrifice  one, 
who  might  on  some  future  occasion  be  a  dangerous 
evidence  against  him. 

His  doom,  however,  was  sealed,  and  there  was  no 
c:»caping  from  it.  They  slowly  approached  the  fatal 
tree,  which  was  erec:tca  on  a  banx  by  the  river's  side, 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  walls  of  the  city  ;  a  site 
chosen  that  the  body  of  the  wretch^  which  was  to  re- 
main food  for  the  carrion  crows,  might  be  seen  from 
a  distance  in  every  direction.  Here  the  priest  deliver- 
ed Bonthron  to  the  executioner,  by  whom  he  was  as- 
sisted up  the  ladder,  and  to  all  appearance  despatched 
according  to  the  usual  forms  of  the  law.  He  seemed 
to  struggle  for  life  for  a  minute,  but  soon  after  hung 
still  and  inanimate.  The  executioner,  after  remain- 
ing itijon  duty  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  as  if  to  per- 
mit the  last  spark  of  life  to  be  extinguished,  announ- 
ced to  the  admirers  of  such  spectacles,  that  the  irons 
lor  the  permanent  suspension  of  the  carcass  not 
having  been  got  ready,  the  concluding  ceremony  of 
disembowelling  the  dead  body,  and  attaching  it  finally 
to  the  g[ibbet,  would  be  deferred  till  the  next  morning 
at  aunnso.' 

Xot withstanding  the  early  hour  which  he  had  na- 
med, Master  Smotherwell  had  a  reasonable  attend- 
ance of  rabble  at  the  place  of  execution,  to  sec  the 
final  proceedings  of  justice  with  its  victim.  But  great 
was  the  astonishment  and  resentment  of  these  ama- 
teurs, to  find  that  thedead  body  had  been  removed  from 
the  gibbet.  They  were  not,  however,  longat  a  loss 
to  guess  the  cause  of  its  disappearance.  Bonthron 
had  been  the  follower  of  a  Baron  whoso  estates  lay 
in  Fife,  and  was  himself  a  native  of  that  provinqk 
What  was  more  natural  than  that  some  of  the  Fife 
in*n,  Mrhose  boate  were  frequently  plying  on  the  river, 
should  have  clandestinely  removed  the  body  of  theu* 


countr>'man  from  the  place  of  public  shame  1  The 
crowd  vented  their  rage  against  Smotherwell,  for  oof 
completing  his  job  on  the  preceding  evening ;  and  had 
not  he  andliis  assistant  betaken  themselves  to  a  boat, 
and  escaped  across  the  Tav,  they  would  have  run 
some  risk  of  being  pelted  to  death.  The  event,  how- 
ever, was  too  much  in  the  spirit  of  the  times  to  be 
much  wondered  at.  Its  real  cause  we  shall  explain 
in  the  folio ^dng  chapter.  . 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

"  Let  caUuwfl  gape  for  dogn,  lei  mea  fo  free." 

Uemy  f. 

The  incidents  of  a  narrative  of  this  kind  must  be 
adapted  to  each  other,  as  the  wards  of  a  key  mut 
tally  accurately  with  those  of  the  lock  to  whicn  it  be* 
longs.  The  reader,  however  gentle,  will  not  hold 
himself  obliged  to  rest  satisfica  with  the  mere  fact, 
that  such  and  such  occurrences  took  place  which i^ 
generally  speaking,  all  that  in  ordinary  life  he  can 
know  of  what  is  passing  around  him ;  out  he  is  de- 
sirous, while  reading  for  amusement,  of  knowing  the 
interior  movements  occasioning  the  course  of  evenUb 
This  is  a  legitiniato  and  reasonable  curioaiiv;  Ibr 
every  man  hath  a  right  to  open  and  examine  the  me- 
chanism of  his  own  watch,  put  together  for  his  proper 
use,  although  he  isnot]:>ermiiied  to  pr>-  into  tlie  inte- 
rior of  the  timepiece,  which,  for  general  information, 
is  displayed  on  the  town-steeple. 

It  would  be,  therefore,  uncourtcous  to  leave  mv 
readers  under  any  doubt  concerning  the  agenc>  whica 
roiuovcd  the  assassin  Bonthron  from  the  gallows:  an 
event  which  vomo  of  the  Perth  citizens  ascribedi  lo 
the  foul  Fiend  hhu?clf,  while  others  were  content  lo 
lay  it  upon  the  natural  dislike  of  Bonthron' s  country- 
men 01  Fife  to  sec  him  hangii\g  on  the  river  side,  as  a 
spectacle  dishonourable  to  ,their  province. 

About  midnight  succeeding  the  day  when  the  ex- 
ecution had  taken  place,  and  while  the  inh:\bitantsaf 
Perth  were  deeply  buried  in  slumber,  thr<^e  men, 
muflled  in  their  cloaks,  and  Iiearim^  a  dark  lantern, 
descended  the  alleys  of  a  garden  which  led  from  the 
house  occupied  by  ^)ir  Jonn  Rainorny,  to  the  banks 
of  the  Tay,  where  a  small  boat  lay  moored  to  a  land- 
ing-place, or  little  proje^.ting  pier.  I'he  wind  howled 
in  a  low  and  melancholy  manner  through  the  leafUM 
shrubs  and  bushes;  and  a  pale  moon  teaded^  as  itii 
tcnned  in  Scotland,  amongst  driflinf^  clouds,  which 
seemed  to  threaten  rain.  .The  three  ludividiuJs  en- 
tered  the  boat  with  great  precaution,  to  tacaps  ob- 
servation. One  of  tnem  was  a  tall  powerful  mani 
another  short  and  bent  downwards ;  the  third  midr 
die-sized,  and  apparentljr'  younger  than  hia  compan- 
ions, well  made,  and  active.  Tiiua  nuich  the  imper- 
fect light  could  discover.  They  seated  themsdvea  in 
the  boat,  and  uninooretl  it  from  the  pier. 

"  We  must  let  her  drift  with  the  cuirent  till  wepM 
the  bridge,  where  the  burghers  still  kctp  guard ;  ud 

Sou  knov/  the  proverb— A  Perth  arrow  naih  aperftd 
ight,"  said  the  most  vouthful  of  the  party,  who  •§• 
sumed  the  office  of  helmsman,  and  pushed  the  boil 
off  from  the  pier;  whilst  the  others  took  the  oir^ 
which  were  niufiled,  and  rowed  with  all  precauiioih 
till  they  attained  the  middle  of  the  river;  they  then 
ceased  their  efforts,  lay  upon  their  oars,  and  tnuiid 
to  the  steersman  for  keeping  her  in  mid-chaimel. 
In  tlu's  manner  they  passed  unnoticed  or  dive- 

garded  beneath  the  stately  Gothic  arches  of  the  oU 
ridge,  ertcteil  by  the  uiai;nificent  patronage  of  Bo- 
bcrt  Bruce  in  1329.  and  carried  away  by  an  inundatiM 
in  1621.  Although  they  heard  the  voices  of  a  civie 
watch,  which,  since  these  disturbances  commeuce^ 
had  been  nightly  maintained  in  that  imrortani  paMk 
no  challenge  was  given ;  and  when  they  weroeoiar 
down  the  stream  as  to  be  oat  of  hearing  of  thoB 
giiardians  of  the  night,  they  began  to  row.  but  iliS 
with  precaution,  and  to  converse,  though  in  a  k)w 
tone. 

"You  have  found  a  new  trade,  comrade,  since  I 
left  you,"  said  one  of  the  rowers  to  the  other.  .  "I  kft 
you  engaged  in  tending  a  sick  knu^t,  and  I  find  jw 
employeuin  purloining  a  dead  body  from  the  ^'• 
lows." 


Cbap.  XXIV.] 


THE  FAIR  MAID  OP  PERTH. 


9d 


"  A  liviiiK  body,  so  pleaae  your  aoinrahood,  Master 
Bande;  or  elae  my  craft  hath  faflad  of  its  purpose." 

"  So  I  am  told.  Master  Pottareanier ;  But  saving 
your  cleriuhipL  unless  ^ou  tell  me  your  triciL,  I  will 
take  laave  to  doubt  of  its  success.'  ' 

"  A  simple  toy,  Master  Boncle,  not  likely  to  please 
a  fenins  so  acute  as  that  of  yoor  valiancie.  Marry, 
Umib  it  is.  The  suspension  of  the  human  body,  whicn 
the  Tul^far  call  hanging,  operates  death  by  apopiexia, 
—that  IS,  the  blood  being  unable  to  return  to  the 
hetrt  by  the  compression  of  the  vems,  it  rushes  to  the 
bnin,  and  the  man  dies.  Also,  and  as  an  additional 
csase  of  dissolution,  the  lungs  no  longer  receive  the 
needfiil  supply  of  the  vital  air,  owins  to  the  ligature 
of  die  cora  around  the  thorax;  and  hence  the  patient 
pwsDea. 

"  I  understand  that  well  enough— But  how  is  such 
a  revulsion  of  blood  to  the  brain  to  be  prevented.  Sir 
MsihcinerT'  said  the  third  person,  who  was  no  other 
than  Ramomy's  page.  Eviot. 

"  Marry,  then,"  replied  Dwining,  "  hang  me  the 
patient  up  in  such  fashion  that  the  carotid  arteries 
ihall  not  be  compressed,  and  the  blood  will  not  de- 
(flcmine  to  the  brain,  and  apopiexia  will  not  take 
plaoB ;  and  again,  if  there  be  no  ligature  around  the 
thocaz,  the  lungs  will  be  supplied  with  air,  whether 
the  man  be  hanging  in  the  middle  heaven,  or  stand- 
iagon  the  firm  earth." 

AH  this  I  conceive,"  said  Eviot ;  '*  but  how  these 
precautions  can  be  reconciled  with  the  execution  of 
the  sentence  of  hanging,  is  what  my  dull  brain  can- 
not comprehend." 

"Ah  I  good  youth,  thy  valiancie  hath  spoiled  a  fair 
wiL  Hadst  thou  studied  with  me,  thou  shouldst 
have  learned  things  more  difficult  than  this.  But 
here  is  my  trick.  1  get  me  certain  bandages,  made 
of  the  aame  substance  with  your  young  valiancie's 
boree-girths,  having  especial  care  that  they  are  of  a 
kind  which  will  not  shrink  on  being  strained,  since 
that  would  spoil  my  experiment.  One  loop  of  this 
nbatanoe  is  drawn  under  each  foot,  and  returns  up 
ettker  nde  of  the  leg  to  a  cincture,  with  which  it  is 
united ;  these  cinctures  are  connected  by  divers  straps 
down  the  breast  and  back,  in  order  to  divide  the 
we^lht,  and  there  are  sundry  other  conveniences  for 
eaaag  the  patient ;  but  the  chief  is  this.  The  straps, 
or  ligiatnres,  are  attached  to  a  broad  steel  collar,  curv- 
ing outwards,  and  having  a  hook  or  two,  for  tlie  bet- 
ter seeority  of  the  halter,  which  the  friendly  execu- 
tioDer  passes  around  that  part  of  the  machine,  in- 
stead of  applyins  it  to  the  bare  throat  of  the  patient 
Thus,  when  thrown  off  from  the  ladder,  the  sufferer 
mil  find  himself  suspended,  not  by  his  neck,  if  it 
please  jou,  but  bf  the  steel  circle,  which  supports  the 
loops  in  whidi  his  feet  are  placed^  and  on  which  his 
weight  really  rests,  diminished  a  httle  by  similar  sup- 
ports under  each  arm.  Thus,  neither  vein  nor  wmd- 
pipe  being  oompresssd,  the  man  will  breathe  as  free, 
and  his  blood,  saving  from  fright  and  novelty  of 
atnalion,  will  flow  as  temperately  as  your  valian- 
cie^i,  when  you  stand  up  in  your  stirrups  to  view  a 
field  of  battia" 

"  Bv  my  faith,  a  quaint  and  rare  device !"  quoth 
BtmciB. 

**  Is  it  not  T'  puraued  the  leech,  "  and  well  worth 
beioi^  known  to  such  mounting  spirits  as  your  va- 
liinass,  since  there  is  no  knowing  to  what  hoght 
Sir  John  Ramomy's  pupils  m^y  arrive ;  and  if  these 
be  such,  that  it  is  necessary  to  descend  from  them 
hy  a  rope,  you  may  find  my  mode  of  management 
more  convenient  than  the  common  practice.  viBrry, 
bat  you  mnat  be  provided  with  a  high-collared 
doublet,  to  conceal  the  ring  of  steel :  and  above  all, 
SDch  a  bonus  9&ciu»  as  Smotherwell  to  adjust  the 
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"  Base  poison-vender,"  said  Eviot,  *'  men  of  our 
calling  die  on  the  field  of  battle  I" 

"  I  will  save  the  lesson,  however,"  replied  Buncle, 
"  in  case  of  some  pinching  occasion.— But  what  a 
uufht  the  bloody  hangdog  JBonthron  must  have  had 
ofit,  dancing  a  pavise  in  mid  air  to  the  music  of  his 
own  shackleS}  as  the  night  wind  swings  him  that 
way  and  this !" 

It  were  an  alma  deed  to  leave  him  there,"  said 
2  Z 


Eviot ;  "  for  his  descent  from  the  gibbet  will  but  en- 
courage him  to  new  murders.  He  knows  but  two 
elements-drunkenness  and  bloodshed." 

"Perhaps  Sh*  John  Ramomy  might  have  been 
of  your  opmton,"  said  Dwining;  "  but  it  would  first 
have  been  necessary  to  cut  out  the  rogue's  tongue^ 
lest  he  had  told  strange  tales  from  his  airy  height. 
And  there  are  other  reasons  that  it  concerns  not 
your  valiancies  to  know.  In  truth,  I  myself  have 
been  generous  in  serving  him,  for  the  fellow  is  built 
as  strong  as  Edinburgh  Castle,  and  his  anatomy 
would  have  matched  any  that  is  in  the  chirurgical 
hall  of  Padua.— But  tell  me,  Master  Buncle,  what 
news  bring  you  fix>m  the  doughty  Douglas  V* 

*'  They  may  tell  that  know,  *  said  Buncle.  "  I  am 
the  dull  ass  that  bears  the  message^  and  kens  nought 
of  its  purport.  The  safer  for  myself  perhaps.  Icar> 
ried  letters  from  the  Duke  of  Albany  and  from  Sir 
John  Ramomy  to  the  Douglaa,  and  he  looked  black 
as  a  northern  tempest  when  he  opened  them— ^I 
brought  them  answers  from  the  Earl,  at  which  they 
smilni  like  the  sun  when  the  harvest  storm  is  closing 
over  him.  Qo  to  your  Ephemerides,  leech,  and  con- 
jure the  meaning  out  of  that." 

"  Methinks  I  can  do  so  without  much  cost  of  wit." 
said  the  chirurgeon;  "but  yonder  I  see  in  the  pale 
moonlight  our  oead-alive.  Should  he  have  screamed 
out  to  any  chance  passenger,  it  were  a  curious  inter- 
ruption to  a  night-journey  to  be  hailed  trom  the  top 
of  such  a  gallows  as  that.— Hark,  methinks  I  do  hear 
his  grouis  amid  the  whistling  of  the  wind  and  the 
creaikingof  the  chains.  So— fair  and  softly— make 
fast  the  boat  with  the  grappling— and  get  out  tho 
casket  with  my  matters— we  would  be  better  for  a 
little  fire,  but  the  light  might  bring  observation  on  us. 
— Come  on,  my  men  of  valour,  march  warily,  for  wo 
are  bound  for  the  gallows  foot — Follow  with  the  lan- 
tem— I  trust  the  ladder  has  been  left. 

'  Sins;  three  merry-mea,  and  three  menr-iiieD, 

And  three  merrjr-roen  are  we, 
Thou  on  the  land,  and  i  on  the  nnd, 

And  Jaolc  oo  the  gallowa  tree.' " 

As  they  advanced  to  the  gibbet,  they  could  plainly 
hear  groans,  though  uttered  in  a  low  tone.  Dwining 
ventured  to  give  a  low  cough  once  or  twice,  by  way 
of  signal ;  but  receiving  no  answer,  "  We  had  best 
make  haste."  said  he  to  his  companions,  "  for  our 
friend  must  oe  in  extremis^  as  he  g^ves  no  answer  to 
the  signal  which  announces  the  arrival  of  helo. — 
Come,  lei  us  to  the  gear.  I  will  go  up  the  ladder  nret 
and  cut  the  rope.  Do  vou  two  follow,  one  after  ano- 
ther, and  take  fast  hold  of  the  body,  so  that  he  fall 
not  when  the  halter  is  unloosed.  Keep  sure  gripe, 
for  which  the  bandages  will  afford  you  convenience. 
Bethink  you,  that  though  he  plays  an  owl's  part  to- 
night, he  hath  no  wings,  and  to  fall  out  of  a  halter 
may  oe  as  dangerous  as  to  fall  into  one." 

While  he  Bpoke  thus  with  sneer  and  gibe,  he  as- 
cended the  ladder,  and  having  ascertained  that  the 
men-at-arms  who  followed  him  had  the  body  in  their 
hold,  he  cut  the  rope,  and  then  gave  his  aid  to  sup- 
port the  almost  lifeless  form  of  the  criminal. 

By  a  skilful  exertion  of  strength  and  address,  the 
body  of  Bonthron  was  placed  safely  on  the  ground, 
and  the  faint,  yet  certain  existence  of  life  having  been 
ascertained,  it  was  thence  transported  to  the  nver 
side,  where,  shrouded  by  the  bank,  the  party  might- 
be  best  concealed  from  observation,  while  the  leech 
employed  himself  in  the  necessary  means  of  recalling 
animation,  with  which  he  had  taken  care  to  provide 
himself. 

For  this  purpose  he  firat  freed  the  recovered  person 
from  his  shackles,  which  the  executioner  had  left  un- 
locked on  purpose,  and  at  the  same  time  disengaged 
the  comphcated  envelopes  and  bandag^es  by  which 
he  had  been  suspended.  It  was  some  time  ere  Dwi- 
ning* s  efforts  succeeded;  for  in  despite  of  the  suU 
with  which  his  machine  had  been  constructed,  the 
straps  designed  to  support  the  body,  had  stretched,  so 
consderably  as  to  occasion  the  sense  of  suffocation 
becoming  extre.iiely  overpowering.  But  the  address 
of  the  surgeon  triumphed  over  all  obstacles;  and 
after  sneexmg  and  stretching  himscll  with  one  or  two 
brief  convulsionB,  Bonthron  gave  decided  prooa  of 
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nanimatioD,  by  arrastine  the  hand  of  the  operator 
as  it  waa  in  the  act  of  dropping  strong  waters  on  his 
breast  and  diroat ;  ^nd^  directing;  the  bottle  which 
contained  them  to  his  hps,  he  took,  almost  perforce, 
a  considerable  gulp  of  the  contents.  * 

"  It  is  spiritual  essence,  double  distilled,"  said  the 
astonisheaoperator,  "and  would  blister  the  throat  and 
bum  the  stomach  of  any  other  man.  But  this  extra- 
ordinary beast  is  so  unlike  all  other  human  creatures, 
that  I  should  not  wonder  if  it  brought  him  to  the 
complete  poesession  of  his  faculties." 

Bonthron  seemed  to  confirm  this ;  he  started  with 
a  strong  convulsion,  sat  up,  stared  around,  and  indi* 
cated  some  consciousness  of  existence. 

"  Wine— wine,"  were  the  first  words  which  he  ar- 
ticulated. 

The  leech  gave  him  a  draught  of  medicated  wine, 
mixed  with  water.  He  rejected  it,  under  the  disho- 
nourable epithet  of  "kennel- washings,"  and  again 
uttered  the  words—"  Wine— wine." 

"  Nav,  take  it  to  thee,  i*  the  devil's  name,"  said  the 
Isech.  since  none  but  he  can  judge  of  thy  constitu- 
tion." 

A  draught,  long  and  deep  enough  to  have  discom- 
posed the  intellects  of  any  other  person,  was  found 
efiectual  in  recalling  thoee  of  Bonthron  to  a  more 
perfect  state ;  though  he  betrayed  no  recollection  of 
where  he  was  or  what  had  befallen  him,  and  in  his 
brief  and  sullen  manner,  asked  why  he  was  brought  to 
the  river  side  at  this  time  of  night. 

"  Another  frolic  of  the  wild  Prince,  for  drenching 
me  as  he  did  before— Nails  and  blood,  but  I  ^<buld"— 

"  Hold  thy  peace, "  interrupted  Eviot,  "  and  be 
thankful,  I  pray  you,  if  you  have  any  thankfulness 
in  you,  that  thy  body  is  not  crow's  meat,  and  thy 
soul  in  a  place  where  water  is  too  scarce  to  duck 
thee." 

"  I  begin  to  bethink  me,"  said  the  rufiian :  and 
raising  the  flask  to  his  mouth,  which  he  saluted  with 
a  lo'ng  and  hearty  kiss,  he  set  the  empty  bottle  on 
the  earth,  dropped  lus  head  on  his  bosom,  and  seemed 
to  muse  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  his  confused 
recollections. 

"  We  can  abide  the  issue  of  his  meditations  no 
longer, "  said  D wining,  "  he  will  be  better  after  he 
has  slept.— Up,  sir !  you  have  been  riding  the  air 
these  some  hours — try  if  the  water  be  not  an  easier 
mode  of  conveyance.— Your  valours  must  lend  me 
a  hand.  I  can  no  more  lift  this  mass,  than  I  could 
raiie  in  my  arms  a  slauj^htered  bull." 

"  Stand  upright  on  thine  own  feet,  Bonthron,  now 
we  have  placed  thee  upon  them,"  said  Eviot. 

"  I  cannot,"  answered  the  patient. "  Every  drop 
of  blood  tingles  in  my  veins  as  if  it  had  pinpoints,  and 
my  knees  refuse  to  bear  their  burden.  What  can  be 
the  meaningof  all  this  1  This  is  some  practice  of  thine, 
thou  dog  leech !" 
"  Ay,  ay,  so  it  is. honest  Bonthron."  said  D  wining,"  a 

{practice  tnou  shalt  thank  me  for,  when  thou  comest  to 
earn  it.  In  the  meanwhile,  stretch  down  in  the  stem 
of  that  boat,  and  let  me  wrap  this  cloak  about  thee. " 
Assisted  into  the  boat  accordingly,  Bonthron  was 
deposited  there  as  conveniently  as  things  admitted  of. 
He  answered  their  attentions  with  one  or  two  snorts 
resembling  the  grunt  of  a  boar,  who  has  got  some  food 
particularly  agreeable  to  hnn. 

",  And  liow,  Buncle,"  said  the  chinirgeon,  "  your 
valiant  squireship  knows  your  charae.  You  are  to 
carry  this  lively  cargo  by  the  river  to  Newburg,  where 
you  are  to  dispote  of  him  as  you  wot  of;  meantime, 
here  are  his  shackles  and  bandages,  the  marks  of  his 
confinement  and  liberation.  Bmd  them  up  together, 
and  fling  them  into  the  deepest  pool  you  pass  over  ; 
for,  found  in  your  possession,  tney  might  tell  tales 
agiiinat  us  all.  This  low,  light  breath  of  wind  from 
the  west,  vtrill  permit  you  to  use  a  sail  as  soon  as  the 
light  comes  in,  and  you  are  tired  of  rowing.— Your 
other  valiancy,  Master  Page  Eviot.  must  be  content 
to,  return  to  Perth  with  me  a-foot  for  here  severs  our 
fair  company.— Take  with  thee  the  lantern,  Buncle, 
for  thou  wilt  require  it  more  than  we,  and  see  thou 
send  me  back  my  flasket." 

As  the  pedestrians  returned  to  Perth,  Eviot  express- 
ed his  belief  that  Bonthron's  understanding  would 


never  recover  the  shock  wfaidi  terror  had  infieifld 
upon  it.  and  which  appeared  to  him  to  hmvedaRoiibad 
all  the  faculties  of  hia  mind,  and  in  particiilar  faasiBa- 
moiy. 

"  It  is  not  so,  an  it  please  your  pagehood^'*  wid  the 
leech.  "  Bonthron's  intellect,  soch  as  it  is,  hath  a 
solid  character— it  will  bat  vacillate  to  and  firs  Hm 
a  pendulum  which  hath  been  out  in  motion,  and  thai 
will  rest  in  its  proper  point  ot  gravity.    Our  asqury 
is,  of  all  our  powers  of  mind,  mat  which  is  pecdiaih 
liable  to  be  suspended.    Deep  intoxication  or  soand 
sleep  alike  deatroy  it,  and  yet  it  retuiBa  whe«  the 
drunkard  becomes  sober,  or  the  sleeper  is  awakened. 
Terror  sometimes  produces  the  same  efiecte.    I  kiwv 
at  Paris  a  criminal  condemned  to  die  by  the  hahs, 
who  suffered  the  sentence  accordingly,  sbowiBg  no 
particular  degree  of  timidity  upon  the  scaffcM,  and 
behaving  anoTexpresaing  himself  as  men  in  the  aaijs 
condition  are  wont  to  do.    Accident  did  for  him  mm. 
a  little  ingenious  practice  hath  done  for  our  amisUe 
friend  from  whom  we  but  now  parted.    He  waa  cat 
dowiK  and  given  to  his  friends  before  life  was  e: 
and  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  reatore  him. 
thouah  he  recovered  in  other  particnlara,  he  ra 
beredi  but  little  of  his  trial  and  sentence.    Of  his 
fSesston  on  the  morning  of  bis  execution — he !  he !  hs! 
-7<in  his  usual  chuckluig  manner) — he  remembcnd 
him  not  a  word.    Neither  of  leaving thepiisoB— nor 
of  his  passage  to  the  Greve.  where  he  sufierod    nordf 
the  devout  speeches  with  which — he !  he  1  he  I— edifisd 
—he !  he !  he !— so  many  good   Christians— «ior  «f 
ascending  the  fatal  tree,  nor  of  taking  the  fotaJ  I 
had  my  revenant  the  slightest  recollection.* — ^Bat 
we  reach  the  point  where  we  mustseparate ;  foriti 
unfit,  should  we  meet  any  of  the  watch,  that  we  be 
found  togethei%  and  it  were  also  prudent  that  we  eniv 
the  city  by  different  gates.    My  profossion  fonns  aa 
excuse  for  my  going  and  coming  at  all  timea.    Year 
valtsnc  pagehood  wul  make  auch  explanation  as  may 
seem  sufficing."    . 

"  I  shall  make  my  will  a  sofficient  ezcose  if  I  aai 
interrogated,"  ssid  the  haughty  young  man.  **  Yet  I 
will  avoid  intennption,  if  possible!  Tnie  naoon  is  qsiie 
obscured,  and  the  road  as  black  as  a  wolfs  movm.'* 

"  Tut,"  said  the  physicianer,  "  let  not  roar  valo« 
care  for  that ;  we  shall  tread  darker  paths  ere  it  he 
long." 

Without  inquiring  into  the  meaning  of  these  evi- 
boding  sentences,  and  indeed  hardly  listening  to  thea 
in  the  pride  and  recklessness  of  hie  nature,  the  pafeef 
Ramorny  parted  firom  his  ingenious  and 
companion ;  and  each  took  his  own  way. 


CHAPTER 
of 


The 


Tea  ominous  anxiety  of  our  aimonrer  had  not  pisr- 
ed  him  false.  When  the  good  Glover  parted  wo 
his  intended  son-in-law,  after  the  judicial  combat 
had  been  decided,  he  found,  what  he  indeed  had  ex- 
pected, that  his  fair  daughter  was  in  no  favoarabie 
dieposition  towards  her  lover.  But  although  hepff- 
ceived  that  Catharine  was  cold,  restrained,  ooUecee^ 
had  caat  away  the  appearance  ot  mortal  panBeniiTti" 
listened  with  a  reserve,  implying  contempt,  to  the 
most  splendid  description  he  could  give  her  cf  the 
combat  in  the  Skinners*  Yardsi  he  was  deiermned 
not  to  take  the  least  notice  of  her  altered  w— ^, 
but  to  spesk  of  her  marriage  with  his  son  Heniy  ai  a 
thing  which  must  of  course  take  place.  At  lo^ 
when  she  began,  as  on  a  former  oceaaion,  to  Ulti- 
mate, that  her  attachment  to  the  anoourer  did  not 
exceed  the  bounds  of  friendship,— that  she  was  re- 
solved never  to  marry,— that  the  pretended  jodidBl 
combat  was  a  mockery  of  the  divine  will,  and  of  hi- 
man  laws,— the  Glover  not  unnaturally  grewangiy. 

"  I  cannot  read  thy  thoughts  wench  ^  nor  can  I 
pretend  to  guess  under  what  widked  delusion  it  is  tfast 

*  An  ineideDi  prwiMlj  nnilar  to  tlHit  ia  ttM  l»nt  metmMi 
oecurred,  wiUiin  the  prewnt  cantmy,  at  Oxfoid,  »  tli*  rsM  if 
A  younv  womn  who  uoderweBt  the  last  eepteoce  of  Ha  lee 
for  child -mnrder.    A  leeraod  ptoliweot  of  met  anivOTftj  km 

ebliahed  ao  ■eoovnl  of  hit  eonvenation  with  the  cM  afte 
t  leeoteiy. 
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ymiuM  a  declared  Iover,--eui&r  him  to  kiae  you,— - 
nm  to  hie  hoaao  when  a  report  is  apread  of  hia  death, 
aod  fling  yoiuraelf  into  hia  arma  when  you  find  him 
aboe.  All  this  thowe  very  well  in  a  girl  prepared  to 
obey  her  parenia  in  a  match  eanctioned  by  her  &- 
tber;  bat  auch  tokena  of  intimacy,  beacowed  on  one 
whom  a  young  women  cannot  eateem,  and  ia  deter- 
mined not  to  marrv,  are  uncomely  and  unmaidenly. 
Tott  bare  already  been  more  bounteoua  of  your  fa- 
vooiB  to  Henry  Smith,  than  jrour  mother,  whom  God 
tnsoilzie^  ever  waa  to  me  before  I  marned  her.  I  tell 
diee,  Catharine,  thia  trifling  with  the  love  of  an  hon- 
est man,  is  what  I  neither  can,  will,  nor  ought  to  en- 
dnie.  I  have  given  my  consent  to  the  match,  and  I 
iaast  it  shall  take  place  without  delay ;  and  that  you 
receive  Henry  Wynd  to-morrow,  aa  a  man  whose 
biide  you  are  to  bo  with  all  despatch.'* 

'*  A  power  more  potent  than  yours,  ^ther,  will  aay 
ao^"  replied  Catharine. 

I  win  riak  it ;  my  power  ia  a  lawful  one,  that  of  a 
ftther  over  a  child,  and  an  erring  child,"  anawered 
her  father.    '*  God  and  man  allow  of  my  influence." 

**Then,  may  Heaven  help  ua!"  aaid  Catharine: 
"for if  you  aro  obstinate  in  your  purpose,  we  are  all 
lost" 

"We  can  expect  no  help  from  Heaven/'  aaid  the 
Glover,  "  when  we  act  with  indiacretion.  I  am  clerk 
enough  myself  to  know  that;  and  that  your  cauae- 
less  reststaoce  to  my  will  is  sinful,  every  priest  will 
infoTm  you.  Av,  and  more  than  that,  you  nave  spo- 
ken degradingiy  of  the  bleased  appeal  to  God  in 
die  combat  of  ordeal.  Take  heed!  for  the  holy 
Gborch  ia  awakened  to  watch  her  sheepfold,  and  to 
extirpate  hereay  by  fire  and  steel ;  so  much  I  warn 
thee  of.". 

patharine  uttered  a  suppressed  exclamation ;  and 
with  difficulty  compelling  herself  to  assume  an  ap- 
pearance of  compoaore,  promised  her  father,  that  if 
be  would  apare  her  any  farther  discussion  of  the  sub- 
net till  to-morrow  morning,  she  would  then  meet 
tujn,  determined  to  make  a  mil  discovery  of  her  sen- 
timents. 

With  thia  promise,  Simon  Glover  was  obliged  to 
lamain  contented,  though  extremely  anxious  for  the 
postponed  explanation.  It  could  not  be  levity  or  fic- 
Ueoesf9  of  character  which  induced,  his  daughter  to 
•ct  with  so  much  apparent  inconsistency  towards 
the  man  of  his  choice,  and  whom  she  had  ao  lately 
mequivoeally  owned  to  be  also  the  man  of  her  own. 
What  external  force  there  could  exist,  of  a  kind  pow- 
erful enough  to  change  the  resolutiona  she  had  so 
deddedly  expressed  within  twenty-four  hours,  was  a 
natter  of  complete  mystery. 

"But  I  will  be  as  obstinate  aa  she  can  be,"  thought 
the.Gk>ver,  "and  she  shall  either  many  Henry 
Smith  without  farther  delay,  or  old  Simon  Glover  wifl 
know  an  excellent  reaaon  to  the  contrary." 

The  subject  waa  not  renewed  during  the  evening ; 
bat  eariv  on  the  next  morning,  just  at  aunriaing,  Ca- 
therine knelt  before  the  bed  in  which  her  parent  still 
dnmbered.  Her  heart  sobbed  as  if  it  would  burst, 
ind  her  teara  fell  thick  upon  her  father's  face.  The 
flood  old  man  awoke,  looked  up,  creased  hia  child's 
lorehead,  and  kiaaed  her  afiectionaiely. 

"I  understand  thee,  Kate,"  he  aaid;,  '^thou  art 
oome  to  confesaioii,  and,  I  truat,  art  desirous  to  es- 
cape a  heavy  penance  by  being  aincere." 

Catharinu  waa  ailent  tor  an  mstant. 

"Ineed  not  aak.  myfkther,  if  you  remember  theCar- 
thttsian  monk,  Clement,  and  ms  preachings  and  les- 
ions \  at  which  indeed  you  aasiated  so  often,  that  you 
eiQnot  be  ignorant  men  called  yon  one  or  his  con- 
rerts,  and  with  greater  juatice  termed  me  so  like- 
wise 1" 

"I  am  aware  of  both,"  said  the  old  man,  raiaing 
himself  on  his  elbowj  ''  but  I  defy  fSonI  fame  to  sl).ow 
that  I  ever  owned  hun  in  any  heretical  proposinon, 
though  I  loved  to  hear  him  talk  of  the  corruptions  of 
the  church,  the  misgovemment  of  the  nobles,  and 
the  wild  ignorance  of  the  poor,  proving;  aa  it  seemed 
to  me^  that  the  sole  virtue  of  our  commonweal,  ua 
■trength,  and  ita  eatimation,  lay  among  the  burgher 
txatt  of  the  better  claas,  which  I  received  aa  com- 
fortable doctrine,  and  creditable  to  the  town.    And  if 
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he  preached  other  than  right  doctrine,  ^erefore  did 
hia  superiors  in  the  Carthuaian  convent  permit  it  7  If 
the  shepherds  turn  a  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing  into 
the  flock,  they  should  not  blame  the  aheep  for  oeing 
worried." 

"They  endured  hia  preaching,  nay,  they  encou- 
raged it,"  said  Catharine.  "  while  the  vicea  of  the 
laity,  the  contentions  of  the  nobles,  and  the  opprea- 
sion  of  the  poor,  were  the  subject  ot  his  censure,  and 
they  rejoiced  in  the  crowds,  who^  attracted  to  the 
Carthuaian  church,  forsook  those  of  the  other  con- 
vents. But  the  hypocrites— fbr  such  they  are— join- 
ed with  the  other  fratemitiea  in  accusing  their  preach- 
er Clement,  when,  paaaing  from  censuring  the  crimes 
of  the  state,  ne  began  to  displsy  the  pride,  ignorance, 
and  luxury  of  the  churchmen  themselves:  their 
thirst  of  power, , their  usurpation  over  men  s  con- 
sciences, and  their  desire  to  ougment  their  worldly 
wealth.*' 

"For  Gtod's  sake,  Catherine,"  said  her  father. 
"  speak  within  doors ;  your  voice  rises  in  tone,  and 
your  speech  in  bitteme88,~-your  eyes  sparkle.  It  ia 
owing  to  thia  leal  in  what  concerns  you  no  more  than 
othera,  that  malicioua  persons  fix  upon  you  the  odious 
and  dangerous  name  of  a  heretic." 

"You  Know  I  speak  no  more  than  what  is  truth." 
said  Catharine,  "and  which  you  yourself  have  avouch- 
ed often." 

"By  needle  end  buck* skin,  nol"  answered  the 

Gk>var,  hastily ;   "  wouldst  thou  have  me  avouch 

what  mieht  cost  me  life  and  limb,  land  and  gtfods  7 

For  a  full  commiasion  hath  been  granted  for  takinff 

and  trying  heretics,  upon  whom  is  laid  the  csuae  of  aU 

late  tumults  and  miscarriages ;  wherefore^  few  words 

are  beat,  wench.    I  am  ever  of  mind  with  the  old 

Maker,— 

'  Sineo  word  ii  thmll.  and  thoaeht  is  f^, 
Keep  well  thy  toncue,  I  counMl  Uiee.'  "* 

"The  counael  comea  too  late,  father,"  anawered 
Catharine,  sinking  down  on  a  chair  by  her  father'a 
bedside.  The  words  have  been  spoken  and  heard ; 
and  it  is  indited  against  Simon  Glover^  buigess  in 
Perth,  that  he  hath  spoken  irreverent  discourses  of 
the  doctrines  of  holy  uhurch"— 

"  As  I  live  by  knife  and  needle,"  interrupted  Simon, 
"it  is  a  lie !  I  never  was  so  silly  aa  to  apeak  of  what 
I  understood  not." 

"  And  hath  slandered  the  anointed  of  the  Church, 
both  regular  and  secular,"  continued  Catharine. 

"  Nay,  I  will  never  deny  the  truth."  said  the  Glo- 
ver ;  "  an  idle  word  1  may  have  spoken  at  the  als- 
bench,  or  over  a  pottle  pot  of  wine,  or  in  right  sure 
company;  but  else,  my  tongue  is  not  one  to  run  my 
head  into  peril." 

"  So  you  think,  my  deareat  ftther ;  but  your  slight- 
est language  has  Seen  espied,  vour  best  meaning 
phrases  have  been  perverted,  and  you  are  in  dittay 
as  a  grosa  railer  against  church  and  churchmen, 
and  for  holding  discourse  against  them  with  loose 
and  profligate  jwrson^  such  aa  the  deceased  OUver 
Proudfute,  the  Smith  Henry  of  the  Wynd^nd  others, 
set  forth  as  commending  the  doctrines  of  Father  Cle- 
ment, whom  they  charge  with  aeven  rank  hereaiea,  and 
seek  for  with  staff  and^  spear,  to  try  him  to  the  death. 
—But  that,"  aaid  Catharine,  kneeling,  and  looking 
upwards  with  the  aapect  of  one  of  those  beauteous 
saints  whom  the  Catholics  have  ffiven  to  the  fine 
arts,—"  that  thev  riiall  never  do.  He  hath  eacaped 
firom  the  net  of  the  fowler ;  and,  I  thank  Heaven,  it 
was  by  my  meana." 

"  Thy  meana,  girl— art  thou  mad  7"  said  the  amaisd 
Glover. 

"  I  will  not  deny  what  I  glory  in,"  anawered  Catha- 
rine ;  '*it  waa  by  m/ means  mat  Conachar  was  led 
to  come  hither  with  a  party  of  men,  and  carrv  off 
the  old  man,  who  is  now  fae  beyond  the  Highland 
I*     *' 

"b  my  rash— my  unlucky  child!"  aaid  theGloveri 
"  hast  thou  dared  to  aid  the  eacape  of  one  accused  of 
heresy,  and  to  invite  Highlandera  in  arms  to  interfers 
with  the  administration  of  juatice  within  burgh  7 

•  ThtM  linee  an  ttill  extant  in  the  raiooaa  htmm  of  aa  Abbot, 
andareiaid  tobealhiaivelotheholyniaB  bavioff  kept  a  bus* 
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AIm  !  thou  haat  ofieuied  both  agaiiut  th#  laws  ot 
the  church  and  thoM  of  the  reum.  What— whet 
would  become  of  ua,  were  thia  known !" 

"It  tj  known,  my  dear  father,"  said  the  maiden, 
firmly ;  "  known  even  to  those  who  will  be  the  moat 
wfllmftavengeraof  the  deed." 

"  T%i0  must  be  aome  idle  notion,  Catharine,  or  some 
trick  of  those  cogging  priests  and  nuns ;  it  accoida 
not  with  thy  late  cheenul  willingness  to  wed  Henry 
Smith." 

"Alaa!  dearest  father,  remember  the  dismal  sur- 
prise occasioned  by  his  reported  death,  and  the  joyliil 
amazement  at  finding  him  alive:  and  deem  it  not 
wonder  if  I  permitted  mvself,  under  your  protection, 
to  say  more  than  my  renection  iustinecL  But  then, 
I  knew  not  the  worst,  and  thought  the  danger  exag- 
derated.  Alas!  I  waa  yesterday  feaiiully  undecehr- 
ed,  when  the  Abbess  herself  came  hither,  and  with 
her  the  Dominican.  Thev  showed  me  the  commis- 
sion, under  the  broad  seal  <^  Scotland,  for  inquiring 
into  and  punishing  heresy ;  they  showed  me  your 
name,  ana  my  own,  in  a  fist  of  suspected  persons ; 
and  it  was  with  tears,  real  tears,  that  the  Abbess 
conjured  mc  to  avert  a  drMdful  Ate,  by  a  speedy  re- 
Jreat  into  the  cloister ;  and  that  the  monk  pledged  his 
word  that  you  should  not  be  molested,  if  I  complied." 

"The  foul  fiend  take  them  both  for  weeping  cro- 
codiles !"  said  the  Glover. 

"Alas!"  replied  Catharine,  "complaint  or  anger 
will  httle  help  us j  but  you  see  I  have  had  real  cause 
for  this  present  alarm." 

"Alarm!  call  it  utter  ruin.— Alaa  I  my  reckless 
diild,  where  waa  your  prudence  when  you  ran  head- 
longinto  such  a  snare T* 

Hear  me,  father,"  said  Catharine : "  there  is  still  one 
mode  of  safety  held  out ;  it  is  one  which  I  have  often 
proposed,  ana  for  which  I  have  in  vain  supplicated 
your  permission." 

**  I  understand  you— the  convent,'*  said  her  father. 
"But  Catharine,  what  abbess  or  prioress  would 
dare" 

"  That  I  will  explain  to  you,  father,  and  it  will  also 
show  the  circumstances  which  have  made  me  seem 
unsteady  of  resolution  to  a  degree  which  has  brought 
censure  upon  me  from  yourself  and  others.  Our  con- 
fessor, old  Father  Frands,  whom  I  chose  from  the 
Dominican  convent  at  your  command" 

"  Ay.  truly,"  interrupted  the  GHover;  "  and  I  so 
counselled  and  commanded  thee,  in  order  to  take  ofi* 
the  report  that  thy  conscience  waa  altogether  under 
the  direction  of  Father  Clement." 

"  Well,  this  Father  Francis  has  at  diflerent  times 
uraed  and  provoked  me  to  converse  on  such  matters 
as  ne  judged  I  waa  Ifliely  to  learn  something  of  from 
the  Carthusian  preacho'.  Heaven  fomve  me  my 
Uindneas !  I  fell  into  the  snare,  spoke  finely,  and,  as 
hf  argued  gently,  as  one  who  would  faia  be  con- 
vmcfid,  I  even  spoke  warmly  in  defence  of  what  I 
beUeved  devoutly.  The  confessor  assumed  not  bis 
real  anect,  and  betrayed  not  his  secret  purpose,  until 
ha  had  learned  all  that  I  had  to  tell  him.  It  was 
then  that  he  threatened  me  with  temporal  punish- 
ment, and  with  eternal  condemnation.  Had  his 
threata  reached  me  alone,  I  could  have  stood  firm  : 
Hot  their  cruelty  on  earth  I  could  have  endured,  and 
their  power  beyond  thia  life  I  have  no  belief  in." 

"  For  Heaven's  sake !"  said  the  Glover,  who  was 
wallnigh  beside  himself  at  perceiving  at  every  new 
word  the  increasing  extremity  of  his  daughter's  dan- 
ger, "beware  of  blaspheming  the  holy  Church— 
wfaoae  arms  are  as  prompt  to  strike  as  her  ears  are 
sharp  to  hear." 

"  To  me,"  said  the  Maid  of  Perth,  again  looking 
up,  "  the  terrors  of  the  threatened  denunciations 
would  have  been  of  little  avail }  but  when  they  spoke 
of  involving  thee^  my  father,  m  the  charge  againat 
me,  I  own  I  trembled,  and  desired  to  compromise. 
The  Abbess  Martha,  of  Blcho  nunnery, '  bong  my 
iBother's  kinswoman,  1  told  her  mv  distresses,  and 
obtained  her  promise  that  she  would  receive  me,  i£ 
renouncing  worldly  love  and  thoughts  of  wedkxs,  I 

would  take  the  veil  in  her  sisterhood.  She  had  con- 
versation on  the  topic.  I  doubt  not,  with  the  Domi- 
nican Francis,  and  both  joined  in  singing  the 'same 


'B«auin  in  the  wodd,'  and  tlMf,  'sadihf 
father  and  thou  shall  be  brought  to  trial  aa  hsmica 
aasome  the  veil,  and  the  anors  of  both  shall  ba  for- 
given and  cancelled.*  Tbqr  spoke  not  eveo  of  la- 
cantaiion  of  errora  of  docunie ;  all  slwaid  bapeaea 
if  I  would  hot  enter  the  oooTaat." 

"  I  doubt  not— I  doubt  not."  and  Simon ;  **  thaaU 
Glover  is  thought  rich»  and  nia  .wealth  would  foUew 
hia  daugliter  to  the  oonvent  of  Elcbo,  anleaa  whet 
the  Dominicana  migfat  claim  aa  their  own  dure.  So 
thia  was  thy  call  to  the  vol— these  thy  objectioBa  to 
Henry  Wvni  r 

"  Indeed,  father,  the  course  waa  mged  oa  all  haada^ 
nor  did  my  own  mind  recoil  from  it.  Sr  John  Ra* 
momy  threatened  me  with  the  powerfhl  rengsaaea 
of  the  young  Pnnee,  if  I  oontinoed  to  repel  hia  wicked 
suit— and  aa  for  poor  Henry,  it  ia  but  <tf  late  that  1 
have  discovered,  to  my  own  sarpriaa-^at — that  1 
love  his  virtues  more  than  I  dislBte  hia  fiuihaL  Alas ! 
the  discovery  haa  only  been  made  to  render  my 

fnitting  the  worid  more  dififeult  than  when  I  thoa^ 
had  thee  only  to  regret !" 

She  reated  her  head  on  her  hand,  and  wept  bitterly. 

"  AU  Una  ia  foUy."  said  the  Glover.  "Never  wm 
there  an  extremity  so  pinching,  but  what  a  wine  maa 
might  find  oonnael  if  he  waa  daring  enoush  to  act 
upon  it.  Hiia  haa  never  been  the  land  or  tnepeepls 
over  whom  priests  could  rule  in  the  name  of  Roiaa 
without  theor  nsurpation  being  oontiolled.  If  they 
are  to  puniah  each  honest  borglier  who  aays  tba 
monks  love  gold,  and  that  the  Uvea  of  aoaaa  oi  tfasa 
cry  shame  upon  the  doctrines  they  teach,  why  tnily, 
Stephen  Smotherwell  wul  not  lack  eamloymeai— and 
if  all  foolirit  maidens  are  to  be  sednded  finmi  the 
world  because  they  follow  the  erring  doctrioca  of  a 
poimlar  preaching  friar,  they  must  ealaige  the  aoa- 
neiies  and  receive  their  mmatea  on  atigditer  composi- 
tion. Ourprivileoea  have  been  often  defended  against 
the  Pope  nimseli,  by  our  fgood  monarcha  <^yoii^  and 
when  ne  pretended  to  mterfere  with  the  temporal 
government  of  the  kingdoin.  there  wanted  not  a 
Scottish  Parliament,  who  told  him  hia  duty  in  alcftv 
that  should  have  been  written  in  leticra  of  gold.  I 
have  seen  the  epistle  myself^  and  though  I  ccwid  ssi 
read  it,  the  very  sight  of  the  seals  of  the  right  imenad 
prelatea,  and  noble  and  trae  barons^  which  hung  si 
it,  made  my  heart  leap  for  joy.  Thoa  abooldat  asi 
have  kept  this  secret  my  cbud ;  but  it  ia  no  tiaw  li 
tax  thee  with  thy  fault.  Go  down,  get  me  aome  feed. 
I  will  mount  instantly,  and  go  to  our  Lord  Plavosi, 
and  have  his  advice,  and,  as  I  tnist,  hia  pvotactioo 
and  that  of  other  true-hearted  Scottiah  noblea,  whs 
will  not  see  a  true  man  trodden  down  fbr  aa  idit 
word." 

"  Alas,  my  father,"  said  Catharine|  **  it  waa  evsa 
thia  impetoosity  which  I  dreaded.  I  kiMw  if  I  saade 
my  plaint  to  you  there  would  aoon  be  ftre  and  §mk 
as  if  religioiL  though  sent  to  na  by  the  Father  d 

Eeace,  were  nt  only  to  be  the  mother  of  diaoojd— aal 
ence  I  could  now— even  now^-give  o^  the  worii 
and  retire  with  my  aorrow  among  the  stttera  of  Bl- 
cho, would  you  but  let  me  be  the  sacrifice.  Only,  h- 
ther— comfort  poor  Henry  when  we  are  parted  far 
ever— and  do  not— do  not  let  him  think  of  ne  foa 
hanhly — Say  Catharine  will  never  vex  him  more  by 
hor  remonatrances,  but  that  she  will  never  fbrgn  hbi 
in  hor  prayera." 

"  The  giri  hath  a  tongue  that  would  make  a  8tn- 
cen  weep,"  aaid  her  father,  his  own  eyea  aympadnaaff 
with  those  of  his  daughter.  "  But  I  will  not  yield  aar 
to  thia  combination  between  the  nun  and  tne  ptM 
to  rob  me  of  my  only  child.~Away  with  youLgin,  aai 
let  me  don  my  clotnea ;  and  prepare  yoaraeirto  obsf 
mc  in  what  1  may  have  to  recommend  for  your  saiet;'. 
Get  a  few  clothes  together,  and  what  ▼aloablestboi 
has(— also,  take  the  keys  of  my  iron  box,  which  poor 
Henry  Smith  gave  me,  and  divide  what  gold  yea  fiad 
into  two  portiona,*-imt  the  one  into  a  pane  for  th|ad( 
and  the  other  into  the  quilted  flvdle  which  I  madesa 
puipoae  to  wear  on  jpoineya.  Thua  both  shall  be  ptO" 
vided,  in  case  fate  inould  sunder  ua  t  in  which  cuat 
Gkxl  send  the  whirlwind  may  take  tne  withend  w 
and  apare  the  green  one  1  Let  them  make  ready  an 
horae  matantly,  and  the  white  jennet  that  I  boagnt  fev 
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theobutadayaince,  lioiwig  to  see  thee  ride  to  St. 
Mn  M  Ksfc  wuh  mudf  and  matrons,  as  Mthe  a 
bnda  as  ever  crossed  the  holy  threshold.  But  it  skills 
not  taUang--Awaf,  and  remember  that  the  saints 
Help  those  who  are  wilhng  to  help  themselves.  Not 
awort  m answci^~begone»  I  say.—no  wilfulness  now. 
TOs  pflot,  in  cahn  weather,  will  let  a  aea-boy  trifle 
wim  the  rudder ;  but,  by  my  soul,  when  winds  howL 
and  waves  anse..he  stands  by  the  helm  himsell! 
Away  J  no  reply," 

patharine  left  the  room  to  execute,  as  well  as  she 
TOgfat^  the  comm^ands  of  her  father,  who,  gentle  in 
dnpoAtioD,  and  devotedly  attached  to  his  child,  suf- 
fered her  often,  as  it  seemed,  to  guide  and  rule  both 
nenelf  and  lam ;  yet  who,  as  she  knew,  wss  wont  to 
daim  fihal.obedience,  and  exercise  parental  authority, 
with  sufficient  etnctness,  when  the  occasion  aeem^ 
v>navaie8ja  enforcement  of  domestic  discipline. 

While  the  fair  Catharine  was  engaged  in  executing 
her  fether's  behests,  and  the  good  old  Glover  was 
hastily  attinng  hunseli;  as  one  who  was  about  to  take 
ajoomey^  horse's  tramp  was  heard  in  the  narrow 
•peet.  iTie  horseman  was  wrapped  in  his  riding 
ctoak,  havmg  the  cape  of  it  drawn  up,  as  if  to  hide  the 
under  part  of  his  face^  while  his  bonnet  was  pulled 
over  his  brows,  and  a  broad  plume  obscured  his  diiper 
Mjnns.  He  sprung  from  the  saddle,  and  DoroAy 
had  scarce  tune  to  reply  to  his  inquiries  that  the  Glo- 
ver was  in  his  bedroon^  ere  the  stranger  had  ascend- 
ed the  Stan-  and  entered  the  sleeping  apartment.  Si- 
mon, astonished  and  alarmed,  and  disposed  to  see  m 
thtf  early  visitant  an  apparitor  or  sumner.  come  to  at- 
tach him  and  his  daughter,  was  much  reheved,  when, 
u  the  stranger  dofied  the  bonnet,  and  threw  the  skirt 
oluie  mantle  from  his  face,  he  recognised  the  kuighUy 
Frovost  of  the  Pair  City,  a  visit  from  whom,  at  any 
tune,  was  a  favour  of  no  ordinary  degree ;  but  being 
muie  at  such  an  hour,  had  something  marvellous, 
and,  connected  with  the  circumstances  of  the  times, 
even  alarmmg. 

"Sur  Patrick  Charterisr-^aid  the  Glover— "this 
"(hhonour  done  to  your  poor  beadsman"*- 
.  Hnsh !"  said  the  Knight,  "  there  is  no  time  for  idle 
aviutiee.  I  came  hither,  because  a  man  is,  in  trying 
occasions,  his  own  safest  page,  and  I  can  remain  no 
leoger  than  to  bid  thee  fly,  good  Glover,  since  war- 
nxktaajre  to  be  granted  this  day  in  council  for  the  ar- 
rattof  thy  daughter  and  thee,  under  charge  of  heresy ; 
and  delay  will  cost  you  both  your  liberty  for  certam, 
•hd  perhaps  your  lives." 

I,have  heard  something  of  such  a  matter,"  said 
J|e  Glover,  "  and  was  .this  instant  setting  forth  to 
unnnns,  to  plead  my  innocence  of  this  scandalous 
«uuge,  to  ask  your  lordship's  counsel,  and  to  implore 
yonrpTotection." 

^  .^y  innocence,  friend  Simon,  will  avail  thee  but 
little  before  prejudiced  judges;  my  advice  is,  in  one 
wora,  to  fly,  and  wait  for  happier  times.  As  for  my 
protection,  we  must  tany  till  the  tide  turns  ere  it  will 
m  any  sort  avail  thee.  But  if  thou  canst  lie  concealed 
nr  a  few  days  or  weeks^  I  have  little  doubt  that  the 
cborchmen,  who,  by  sidinir  with  the  Duke  of  Albany 
ih  court  intrigue*  and  by  alleging  the  decay  of  the  pu- 
lUy  of  Cathouc  doctrine  as  the  sole  cause  of  the  pre- 
>snt  national  misfortunes,  have,  at  least  for  the  pre- 
•ant  hour,  an  irresistible  authontjir  over  the  King,  will 
ijceive  a  check.  In  the  meanwhile,  however.  Know 
that  King  Robert  hath  not  only  given  way  to  this  ge- 
Qvu  warrant  for  inquisition  after  heresy,  but  hath 
ooimrmed  the  Pope's  nomination  of  Henry  Wardlaw, 
}o  be  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  and  Primate  of 
«>cotland  i*  thus  yielding  to  Rome  those  freedoms  and 
mmunitiea  of  the  Scottish  church,  which  his  ances^ 

■  Mastan  H«iiry  erf  Wudlaw 
ttuA  lik«  til  VcrtiM  waa  to  draw, 
Chentoar  Uiat  time  of  Olajffu, 
Oommendit  of  alkyn  Yertew, 
TIm  Papa  had  io  aflbetioun, 
Bpith  for  his  tane  and  hia  laaoan. 

Sua  bf  thia  raaoun  apeeiala 
Of  the  threttinth  Benet  Pape. 
Thit  Bfaator  HcQiy  was  Biaenapa 
Of  auiet  Andrawia  with  hoooura. 
Of  CaaoB  ha  waa  than  Docloar. 

VTynfMs,  &  ts.  ehap.  SS. 
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JSSi^?  ^^j*'^^  Malcolm  Cuixaate,  have  so 
boUDy  defended.  His  brave  ftthers  would  have  ralhw 
subscribed  a  covenant  with  the  devil,  than  yielded  in 
such  a  matter  to  the  pretensions  of  iome."^ 
^  Alas,  and  what  remedy?" 
None,  old  man,  save  in  some  sudden  caaxt 
change,"  said  Sir  Patrick.  " The  King  is  but  IfltTa 
miiTor.  which,  havmg  no  light  itself,  reflects  back 
with,  equal  readmess  any  which  is  placed  near  to  it  for 
me  tune.  Now,  although  the  Douglas  is  bended  with 
Albany,  yet  the  Earl  is  unfavourable  to  the  his^  claims 
of  those  domineering  priests,  having  quarrelled  with 
them  about  the  exactions  which  his  retinue  hath 
raised  on  the  Abbot  of  Arbroath.    He  will  come  back 

Sram  with  a  high  hand,  for  report  says,  the  Earl  of 
l^iPl  '^^"^  "^  before  him.  When  he  remms  we 
shall  have  a  changed  workl,  for  his  presence  wfll  con- 
trol Albany ;.  especially  as  many  nobles,  and  I  myseli; 
as  I  tellyou  in  confidence,  are  resolved  to  league  with 
him  to  defend  the  general  right.  Thy  exile,  tberefoi«, 
wui  end  with  his  return  to  our  court.  Thou  hast  but 
to  seek  thee  some  temporary  hiding-place." 

*  For  that,  my  lord,''  said  the  Glover,  "  I  can  be  at 
no  los8|  wnce  I  have  just  title  to  the  protection  of  the 
hkh  Highland  Chief;  Gdchrist  Maclan.  Chief  of  die 
Clan  Quhele." 

"Nay,  if  thou  canst  take  hold  of  his  mantle  thou 
needs  no  help  of  any  one  else— neither  lowland 
churchman  nor  layman  finds  a  free  course  of  justios 
beyond  the  Highland  frontier." 

/But  then  my  child,  noble  sir-my  Catharine  1" 
said  the  Glover. 

"Let  her  go  with  thee,  man..  The  gnddan  cake 
will  ke^  her  white  teeth  m  order,  the  goat's  whey 
will  make  the  blood  spring  to  her  cheek  again,  whica 
these  alarms  have  banished ;  and  even  the  Fair  Mai- 
den of  Perth  may  sleep  soft  enough  on  a  bed  of  High- 
land breckan." 

"It  is  not  from  such  idle  respects,  my  lord,  that  I 
hesitate,"  said  the  Glover.  "  Catharine  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  explain  burgher,  and  knows  not  nicety  of  food 
or  lodgmg.  But  the  son  of  Maclan  hath  been  for 
many  yeara  a  guest  in  my  house,  and  I  am  obliged  to 
say,  that  I  have  observed  him  looking  at  my  daughter 
(who  is  as  good  as  a  betrothed  bride)  in  a  manner 
that,  though  I  cared  not  for  it  in  this  lodging  in  Cur- 
few Street,  would  give  me  some  fear  of  conseouencea 
in  a  Highland  glen,  where  I  have  no  friend,  anoA^na- 
char  many." 

The  kmghtly  Provost  replied  by  a  long  whistle. 
—  WhewT  whew  I— Nay,  in  that  case,  I  advise  thas 
to  send  her  to  the  nunnery  at  Elcho,  where  the  Ab- 
bess, if  I  forget  not,  is  some  relation  of  yours.  In- 
deed she  said  so  herseU;  adding,  that  she  loved  her 
kmswoman  well,  together  with  all  that  belongs  to 
thee,  Simon." 

"  Tndy,  my  lord,  I  do  beUeve  that  the  Abbess  hath 
so  much  regard  for  me,  that  she  would  willingly  re- 
ceive the  trust  of  my  daughter,  and  my  whole  goods 
and  gear  into  her  sisterhood— Marry,  her  affection  is 
something  of  a  tenacious  character,  and  would  be 
loath  to  unloose  its  hold,  either  upon  the  wench  or 
her  tocher." 

"Whew— whew!"  again  whistled  the  Knight  of 
Kmfauns ;  "  by  the  Thane's  Cross,  man,  but  this  is 
an  ill-favoured:  pirn  to  wind.  Yet  it  shall  never  be  said 
the  &irest  maid  in  the  Fair  City  was  cooped  up  in  a 
convent^  like  a  kain-hen  in  a  cavey,  and  ahe  about  to 
be  married  to  the  bold  burgess  Henry  Wynd.  That 
tale  shall  not  be  told  while  I  wear  belt  and  spurs,  and 
am  called  Provost  of  Perth." 

"But  what  remede,  my  lord  1"  aaked  the  Glover. 

"We  must  all  tiike  our  share  of  the  risk  Come^. 
get  you  and  your  daughter  presently  to  horse.  You 
shall  ride  with  me,  and  we'll  see  who  dare  gloom  at 
you.  The  summons  is  not  yet  served  on  thes,  and  if 
they  send  an  apparitor  to  KinfaOas,  without  a  war- 
rant under  the  King's  own  hand,  I  maks  mine  avom^ 
by  the  Red  Rover*s  soul  I  that  he  shall  eat  his  wriL 
both  wax  and  wether-skin.  To  hors^  to  horse  1  aad,'* 
addressing  Catharine,  as  she  entered  at  the  moment, 
"  you  too,  my  pretty  maid, 


'TO  bona,  and  tar  not  fiw  yov  qasitB»i 
Thar  thriva  ht  Uw  that  iraic  in  ChartMS.* '* 
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In  a  minute  or  (wo  the  father  and  dau^ter  were 
en  honeback,  both  kee^g  an  arrow*8  flight  before 
the  Proyoet,  by  \ub  direction,  that  they  might  not  aeem 
to  be  of  the  same  company.  They  paased  the  eaatern 
gate  in  some  haate,  and  rode  forward  roundly  until 
mey  were  out  of  sight  Sir  Patrick  followed  leisure- 
ly ;  but,  when  he  was  lost  to  the  view  of  the  wardo^ 
he  ■puired  his  mettled  hora^  and  soon  came  up  with 
the  Glover  and  Catharine,  when  a  conversation  en- 
sued which  throws  light  upon  some  previqus  passa- 
ges of  this  history. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Hall,  taad  of  bowmen  i  teed  of  thoM  who  leora'd 

To  ctoop  the  Deek  to  wide  imperial  Rome— 

O  dearaet  belf  of  Albion  Ma-welled  i         Jlkatia  (1737.) 

"I  RAvc  been  devising  a  mode,"  said  the  well- 
meaninff  Provost,  "  by  which  I  may  make  you  both 
secure  fur  a  week  or  two  from  the  malice  of  your  ene- 
mies, when  1  have  little  doubt  I  may  see  a  changed 
woild  at  court.  But  that  I  may  the  better  judge 
what  is  to  be  done,  tell  me  frankly,  Simon,  the  na- 
tore  of  your  connexion  with  Oilchnst  Maclan^  which 
leads  you  to  repose  such  implicit  confidence  m  him. 
You  are  a  close  observer  of  the  rules  of  the  city,  and 
are  aware  of  the  severe  penalties  which  they  denounce 
against  such  burghers  as  have  covine  and  alliance 
With  the  Highland  clans." 

"  True,  my  lord ;  but  it  is  also  known  to  you,  that 
our  craft,  working  in  skins  of  cattle,  Btaxs,  and  every 
other  description  of  hides,  have  a  priviT^e,  and  are 
allowed  to  transact  with  those  Highlanders,  as  with 
the  men  who  can  most  readily  supply  us  with  the 
means  of  conducting  our  trade,  to  tne  great  profit  of 
the  burgh.  Thus  it  nath  chanced  with  me  to  have 
great  dealings  with  these  men ;  and  I  con  take  it  on 
my  salvation,  that  you  nowhere  find  more  just  and 
nonourable  traffickers,  or  by  whom  a  man  majr  more 
easily  make  an  honest  penny.  I  have  made  in  my 
day  several  distant  journeys  into  the  far  Highlands, 
OMn  the  faith  of  their  cluefii^  nor  did  I  ever  meet 
with  a  people  more  true  to  their  word,  when  you  can 
once  prevail  upon  them  to  plight  it  in  your  behalf.  And 
as  for  the  Highland  chi^  Gilchrist  Maclan,  saving 
that  he  is  hasty  in  homidde  and  fire-raising  towards 
those  with  whom  he  hath  deadly  fend,  I  have  no- 
where seen  a  man  who  walketh  a  more  just  and  up- 
fi(dit  path." 

7'  It  is  more  than  ever  I  heard  before,"  said  Sir  Pa- 
trick Charteris.  "  Yet  I  have  known  something  of 
the  Highland  runagates  too." 
.  "Theyjihow  another  favour,  and  a  very  different 
on&  to  their  fiiends  than  to  their  enemies,  as  your 
lordship  shall  underatand,"  said  the  Glover.  "  How- 
ever, be  that  as  it  mav^^  it  chanced  me  to  serve  Gil- 
ehrist  Maclan  in  a  high  matter.  It  is  now  about 
eighteen  years  sino&  that  it  chanced,  the  Clan  ^uhele 
and  Clan  Chattan  being  at  feud,  as  indeed  they  are 
seldom  at  peace,  the  former  sustained  such  a  defeat, 
as  wellnigh  extirpated  the  family  of  theo'  chief;  Mac- 
lan. Seven  of  his  sons  were  slain  in  battle  and  af- 
ter it,  himself  put  to  flight,  and  his  castle  taken  and 
Qven  to  the  flames.  Hu  wife,  then  near  the  time  of 
mng  birth  to  an  infant,  fled  into  the  forest,  attended 
by  one  fiiithful  servant  and  his  daughter.  Here,  in 
soiTOw  and  care  enough,  she  gave  birth  to  a  boy : 
and  as  the  misery  of  the  mothers  condition  rendered 
her  little  able  to  suckle  the  infiuit,  he  was  nursed  with 
the  milk  of  a  doe,  which  the  forester  who  attended  her 
contrived  to  take  alive  in  a  snare.  It  was  not  many 
months  afterwards,  that,  in  a  second  encounter  of 
these  fierce  clana,  Maclan  defeated  his  enemies  in  his 
mrp,  and  regained  possession  of  the  district  which  he 
had  lost.  It  was  with  unexpected  rapture,  that  he 
/onnd  his  wife  and  child  were  in  existence,  having 
never  expected  to  see  more  of  them  than  the  bleach- 
ed bones,  from  which  the  wolves  and  wild-cats  had 
eaten  the  flesh. 

But  a  strong  and  prevailing  prejudice,  snch  as  is 
omn  entertained  by  these  wild  people,  prevented  their 
oiuei  fltmi  ei^oying  the  full  happiness  arising  from 
DAvmg  thiu  regained  his  only  son  in  safety.  An  an- 
CMOt  prophecy  was  current  among  them,  that  the 


power  of  the  tribe  should  fall  by  means  of  ahoy  ben 
under  a  bu^  of  holly,  and  suckled  by  a  wfaHe  Vpa 
The  circumstanoei  unfortunately  for  the  Ctuei;  tsiEed 
exactly  with  die  birth  of  theonlv  child  which  remaa- 
ed  to  him,  and  it  was  demanded  of  him  by  the  ddai 
of  the  clan,  that  the  boy  should  be  either  put  to  deatt, 
or  at  least  removed  from  the  dominions  of  the  tzn^ 
and  brought  up  in  obscurity.    Gilchrist  Maclan  ma 
obliged  to  consent ;  and  having  made  choice  of  the 
latter  proposal,  the  child,  under  the  name  of  Cooar 
char,  was  brou^t  up  in  nw  family,  with  the  poipos^ 
as  was  at  first  intended,  oi  concesJinjE  fit>m  him  aB 
knowledge  who  or  what  he  was,  orof  nispretensnoi 
to  authority  over  a  numerous  and  wainke  peoptc 
But  as  veers  rolled  on,  the  eldera  of  the  tribe,  whohai 
exerted  so  much  authority,  were  removed  bv  death,  or 
rendered  incapable  of  interfering  in  the  inzDlic  affiiin 
by  age ;  whfle,  on  the  other  hand,  the  influence  of 
OUchrist  Maclan  was  increased  by  his  snocessfid 
strura^es  against  the  Clan  Chattan,  in  which  he  re- 
storm  the  equality  betwixt  the  two  coirteiiding  cos- 
federaciea,  which  had  existed  before  the  calamiioai 
deficit  of  which  I  told  your  honour.    Fading  himseif 
thus  firmly  seated,  he  namrally  became  dearoos  to 
brinff  home  his  only  son  to  his  bosom  and  family; 
and4br  that  purpose  caused  me  to  send  the  yoong 
C<Aachar,  as  he  was  called,  more  than  once  to  dw 
Highlands.    He  was  a  youth  expressly  nuule,  by  lis 
form  and  gaUantry  of  bearing,  to  gain  a  father's  heart 
At  length.  I  suppose  the  lad  either  gueaaed  the  secret 
of  his  birth,  or  something  of  it  was  communicated  to 
him ;  and  the  dissnist  which  the  hangfatv  Hielaiid 
varlet  had  always  shown  for  my  honest  irade^  heetmt 
more  manifest ;  so  that  I  dared  not  so  much  as  lav 
my  staff* over  his  costard,  for  fear  of  receiving  a  stab 
with  a  dirk,  as  an  answer  in  Gaelic  to  a  Saxoo  le^ 
mark.  It  was  then  that  I  wished  to  be  well  rid  of  bin, 
the  rather  that  he  ahowed  so  much  devotion  to  Catha- 
rine, who,  forsooth,  set  herself  up  to  waah  the  EifaF 
opian,  and  teach  a  wild  Hielandman  mercf  and 
rals.    She  knows  herself  how  it  ended." 

"Nayj  my  father,"  and  Catharine,  **it  wni , 

but  a  point  of  charity  to  snatch  the  brand  fitmi  the 
burning." 

,  "But  a  small  point  of  wisdom,"  said  her  fether, "  to 
risk  the  burning  of  your  own  fingers  for  such  an  end. 
—What  says  my  lord  to  the  matter  V* 

**  Bfy  lord  would  not  offend  the  Fair  Maid  of  Penh,' 
said  Sir  Patrick;  "  and  he  knows  well  the  parity  and 
truth  of  her  mind.  And  yet  I  muat  needs  say,  that 
bad  this  nursling  of  the  doe  been  shrivelled,  haoaarl 
cross-made,  and  redhaired,  like  some  Hignlairaat  1 
have  known.  I  question  if  the  Pair  Maiden  of  Per^ 
wofdd  have  bestowed  so  much  zeal  upon  his  conver- 
sion ;  and  if  Catharine  had  been  as  aged,  wrinkled^ 
apd  bent  by  years,  as  the  old  woman  that  opened  the 
door  to  mp  this  morning,  I  would  wager  my  foU 
spun  against  a  pair  of  Highland  brognes,  that  tbis 
wild  roebuck  would  never  have  hstenra  to  a  aecoad 
lecture.— You  laugh,  Glover,  and  Catharine  bloah- 
es  a  blush  of  anger.  Let  it  pass,  it  is  the  way  of  die 
world." 

"The  way  in  which  the  men  of  the  worid  estseai 
their  neighbours,  my  lord,"  answered  Catharine,  with 
some  spirit. 

"Nay,  fair  saint,  formve  a  jest,;'  said  the  kni^t: 

and  thou,  Sunon,  telius  how  this  tal* ended'^wiA 
Conachar's  escape  to  the  Highlanda,  I  aoDDOseT* 

"  With  his  return  thither?^d  the  Glov^^Thav 
waa,  for  some  two  or  three  years,  a  fdlow  abooi 
Perth,  a  sort  of  measenger,  who  came  and  went  aB> 
der  divera  pretencea.  but  was  in  fact  the  means  of 
commnnicanon  between  Gilchrist  Maclan  and  his 


the  White  Doe,  was  again  brought  under  considera- 
tion of  the  tribe.  Hisfostcr  father,  Toniufl  of  the  G^ 
the  old  forester,  appeared  with  eight  sons,  the  finest 


?«^  "d  mipposed  to  have  opmmnnication  wi&  the 
mvisible  world.    He  affirmed  that  he  had  pcffensfld 


Ckap.  xxvn.] 
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■  maocal  oei«mpiur,  termed  T^in^Egan^*  by  which 
oeaToud  a  fiencL  fiom  whom  he  eztoited  a  cooliBS- 
■on  that  Conachar.  now  called  Eachin,  or  Hefttor 
Madan,  was  the  onljr  man  in  the  approachinfl;  com- 
bat between  the  two  hostile  dana,  who  should  come 
off  without  blood  or  blemish.  Hence,  Torquil  of  the 
Oak  argued  that  the  presence  of  the  &ted  person  was 
aeocasaiT  to  msure  the  victory.  *  So  much  I  am  pos- 
sessed of  this,'  eaid  the  forester,  '  that  unless  Eachin 
fll^t  in  his  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  Clan  Cluhele, 
neither  I,  hiJB  foster  father,  nor  any  of  my  eight  sons, 
will  lift  a  weapon  in  the  quanel.' 

"This  speech  was  receiyed  with  much  alarm ;  for 
the  defection  of  nine  men,  the  stoutest  of  their  tribe, 
would  be  a  serious  blow,  more  especially  if  the  com- 
bat, as  begins  to  be  rumoured,  diouLd  be  decided  by  a 
•mall  number  fit>m  each  side.  The  ancient  supersti- 
tion concerning  the  foster  son  of  the  White  Doe  was 
counterbalanced  by  a  new  and  later  prejudice,  and  the 
ftther  took  the  opportunity  of  presentmg  to  the  clan 
his  long-hidden  son,  whose  youthful,  but  handsome 
an4  anunated  countenance,  haughty  carriage,  and 
active  limbs,  excited  the  admiration  of  the  clansmen, 
who  joyfully  received  him  as  the  heir  and  descendant 
of  their  Chief,  notwithstanding  the  ominous  presage 
attending  hia  birth  and  nurture. 

"  From  this  tale,  my  lord,''  continued  Simon  Glo- 
ver. "  your  lordship  may  easily  conoeive  why  I  my- 
aelt  should  be  secure  of  a  good  reception  among  the 
Clan  QrUhele J  and  you  may  also  have  reason  to  judge 
that  it  would  be  very  rash  in  me  to  carry  Catharine 
thither.  And  this,  noble  lord,  is  the  heaviest  of  my 
troubles." 

'*  We  shall  lighten  the  load,  then  "  said  Sir  Patrick ; 
"and,  Kood  Qlover,  1  will  take  risk  for  thee  and  this 
damseT  My  alliance  with  the  Douglas  gives  roe 
■ome  interest  with  Marjory,  Duchess  of  Rothsay,  his 
daughter,  the  nuiected  wife  of  our  wilAil  Pnnce. 
Bely  on  it,  good  GRover^  that  in  her  retinue  thy  daugh- 
ter will  be  as  secure  as  m  a  fenced  castle.  The  Duch- 
ess keeps  house  now  at  Falkland,  a  castle  which  the 
Onka  of  Albany,  to  whom  it  belongs,  has  lent  to  her 
for  her  accommodation.  I  cannot  promise  youplea- 
aue^  Fair  Maiden ;  for  the  Duchess  Maijory  of  Roth- 
say  ts  unfortunate,  and  therefore  splenetic,  haughty, 
anid  overbearing ;  conscious  of  the  want  or  attractive 
qualities,  therefore  jealous  of  those  women  who  pos- 
sess them.  But  she  is  firm  in  faith,  and  noble  in  spi^ 
lit,  and  would  fling  Pope  or  prelate  into  the  ditch  of 
her  castle,  who  should  come  to  arrest  any  one  under 
bar  protection.  You  will  therefore  have  absolute 
osfeiy.  though  you  may  lack  comfort." 

**  T  nave  no  title  to  more,"  said  Catharine ;  '  and 
deeply  do  I  feel  the  kindness  that  is  willing  to  secure 
ma  such  honourable  protection.  If  she  be  naughty,  I 
will  issmember  she  is  a  Douglas,  and  hath  right,  as 
btang  such,  to  entertain  as  much  pride  as  may  become 
a  mortal— if  she  be  firetful,  I  will  recollect  that  she  is 
unlbitunate— and  if  she  he  unreasonably  captious,  I 
will  not  forget  that  she  is  my  protectress.  Heed  no 
lonaper  lor  me,  my  lord,  when  you  have  placed  me 
under  the  noble  lady's  charge.— But  my  poor  father, 
to  1^  exposed  amongst  these  wild  and  dangerous 
people  J" 

"  Think  not  of  that  Catharine,"  said  the  Glover: 
^*  I  mm  as  familiar  with  brogues  and  bracken  as  if  I 
had  worn  them  myself.  I  have  only  to  fear  that  the 
dectflive  battle  may  be  fought  before  I  can  leave  this 
country;  and  if  the  Clan  Quhele  lose  the  combat,  I 
Buyr  suner  by  the  ruin  of  my  protectors." 

'^IVe  must  have  that  cared  for,"  said  Sir  Patrick ; 
'*  lely  on  my  looking  out  for  your  safety— But  which 
party  will  carry  thedayjhink  yon?" 

"  Frankly,  my  Lord  Provost,  I  believe  the  Clan 
Ohattan  will  have  the  worse ;  these  nine  children  of 
the  forest  form  a  third  nearly  of  the  band  surround- 
ing the  Chief  of  Clan  Quhele,  and  are  redoubted 
champions."  ,      .     . .  i. 

'*  And  your  apprentice,  will  he  stand  to  it,  thmkest 

thou  V 

•  Tine-Man^  or  NMfifn,  1 1.  foreed  flra.    All  the  flrw  in  the 
hoose  beiof  Mtiiiciiiued.  two  men  prodneed  e  fleine  of  potent 
by  UM  fWetion  of  wood.    This  eherm  wm  need,  within 
wj  oflirint  penone,  in  the  H«^dee,  in  eneee  of  nnw^ 
cattle. 


fti  5?  ^f.it'lV"  ^i"*  ^^  Patrick,"  answered  the 
Glover ;  *  but  he  is  also  unstable  as  water.  Never- 
theless, if  he  18  spared,  he  seems  likely  to  be  one  day 
a  brave  num."  ' 

•n®*i^.?*  P°'^»  t®  ^¥.  ■?">«  ^^  *«  White  Doe'a 
™tt%l^i  ^^}P^  **»nt  hia  hver,  ha,  Simon  ?" 

He  has  httle  experience,  my  lord,"  said  the  Glo- 
ver, Mid  I  need  not  tell  an  honoured  warrior  like 
yourselL  that  daneer  must  be  fiuniliar  to  us  ere  we 
candally  with  it  tike  a  mistress." 

This  conversation  brought  them  speedily  to  the 
Castle  of  Kinfauns.  where,  after  a  short  lefkeshment. 
It  was  neceasary  that  the  father  and  the  daughter 
should  part,  m  order  to  seek  their  respective  places  of 
refuge.  It  was  then  first,  as  she  saw  that  her  father'a 
an»etY  on  her  account  had  drowned  all  recollectiona 
of  his  fiiend.  that  Cathanne  dropped,  as  if  in  a  dream, 
the  name  of  "  Henrv  Gow." 

"  True,  most  true,''  con  tinued  her  father ;  "  we  must 
possess  him  of  our  purposes." 

"  Leave  that  to  me^''  said  Sir  Patrick.  "  I  will  not 
trust  to  a  messen^r,  nor  will  I  send  a  letter,  be- 
cause if  I  could  wnte  one,  I  think  he  could  not  read 
It.  He  will  sufrer  anxiety  in  the  meanwhile,  but  I  will 
ride  toPerth  to-morrow  by  times,  and  acquaint  him  ' 
with  your  designs." 

The  time  of  separation  now  approached.  It  was  a 
bitter  moment :  out  the  manly  eharacter  of  the  old 
burgher,  and  the  devout  resignation  of  Catharine  to 
the  will'  of  Providence,  made  it  lighter  than  roight 
have  been  expected.  The  good  knight  hurriedths 
departure  of  the  buxgesa,  but  m  the  kmdest  manner; 
and  even  went  so  far  as  to  offer  him  soipe  gold  pieces 
in  loan,  which  might,  where  specie  was  so  scarce,  be 
considered  as  the  ne  phu  vUra  of  regard.  The 
Glover,  however,  assured  him  he  was  amply  pro- 
vided, and  departed  on  his  journey  in  a  north-west- 
erly direction.  The  hospitable  protection  of  Sir  Pa- 
trick Charteris  was  no  less  manifested  towards  his 
fsir  guest.  She  was  placed  under  the  charge  of  a 
duenna,  who  mansged  the  good  Knight's  household, 
and  was  compelled  to  remain  several  days  in  Kin- 
fauns, owing  to  the  obstacles  and  delays  interpossd 
bv  a  Tay  boatman,  named  Kitt  Stensbaw,  to  whose 
charge  she  was  to  be  committed,  and  whom  the  Pro- 
vost nighly  trusted. 

Thus  were  severed  the  child  and  parent  in  a  mo- 
ment of  great  danger  and  difiiculty,  much  augmented 
by  circumstances  of  which  thcpr  were  then  ignorant, 
and  which  seemed  meatly  to  diminish  any  wanoe  of 
safety  that  remained  for  them. 


CHAPTER   XXVII. 

"This  Anattn  homblf  did."—"  Did  he)"  quoth  be. 
"  Anstio  maydo  the  nioe  ec«in  for  ni«." 

Pops's  PmtofiM  to  CantertvTf  Talm  fhm  Claaair. 

Thjb  course  of  our  story  will  be  best  pursued  by 
attending  that  of  Simon  OloTer.  It  is  not  our  pur- 
pose to  indicate  the  exact  local  boundaries  of  the  two 
contending  clani^  espeatMy  since  they  are  not  dearly 
pointed  out  by  the  historians  who  have  transmitted 
accounts  of  this  memorable  feud.  It  is  sufficient  to 
say,  that  ,the  territorv  of  the  Clan  Chattan  extended 
far  and  wide,  comprehending  Caithness  and  Suther- 
land, and  having  for  their  paramoiAit  chief  the  pow- 
erful Earl  of  the  latter  shire,  thence  called  J^iohr  or 
AatA  In  this  geQftal  sense,  the  Keiths,  the  Sinclairs, 
the  Gun&  and  other  families  and  clans  of  great  power, 
were  included  in  the  confederacy.  These,  however, 
were  not  engaged  in  the  present  quarrel,  which  was 
limited  to  that  part  of  the  Clan  Chattan  occupying 
the  extensive  mountainous  districts  of  Perthshire  and 
Inverness-shire,  which  form  a  large  portion  of  what  is 
called  the  north-eastern  Highlands.  It  is  well 
known  that  two  large  septs,  unquestionably  known 
to  belong  to  the  Clan  Chattan.  the  MacPhersons  and 
the  MacSntoshea,  dispute  to  this  day  which  of  their 

t  f.  0.  The  Oieet  Get  The  Connty  of  CeiUinew  is  mppoeed 
to  heve  ita  name  from  Teutonic  settlen  of  the  nee  of  the  CtUtt. 
and  heraldry  haa  not  nefleeted  so  fUr  an  oeeasioo  for  thai 
■peciee  of  painted  punninr  in  which  she  used  to  delist  Tomk 
not  aueathuaglove,  i»  the  motto  of  Maekiotoeh,  allodiaff  to 
hia  eraat.  which,  aa  wiUi  nooat  of  the  now  eoatteied  aepta  ot 
the  old  Clan  ChatUn.  ia  the  Moontaiq  Oat 
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cbisftaina  was  at  ihc  hciA  of  iKii  Bii!enac:h  branch 
of  (he  Rre»l  oanfedemcy,  and  both  have  of  Imcr  iimee 
awumcdihctiilcofCBpiainoCClnnChBttiin.  .Von 
noilruni  uf— Bui,  al  all  eveniB,  Badenoch  mual  hav^ 
been  ihc  cenirc  of  ilic  confedetacy,  >o  far  aa  involved 
in  Ih*  feud  nf  which  wc  [real. 

Of  the  rival  league  of  Clnn  Qulicle  wc  hnvK  a  alill 
leaa  distinct  account,  for  renaona  which  will  appcann 
Ibe  icqurl.  Some  aiiihora  have  idoniifiHl  Ihem  with 
ihcnumcniuaanHiMwr^riul  BLjit of  MacKnf.  Ifthi» 
ia  done  on  ROod  outhoriii',  which  ii  lo  be  doubtad,  the 
MacKaya  must  have  ahiftnl  thdr  scitlcTnenia  great]).' 
alnvo  (hi'  rciun  of  Robert  III.,  aince  Ihey  are  now  tb 

Scotland,  in  the  rountiea  of  Boaa  and  Sutherlatid.* 
We  cannot,  Iherefon?,  be  ao  clear  aa  we  would  KJah 
in  Ihe  Becigraphy  of  the  ntury.     Suffice  i I,  that  di- 

Glover  travel  1«1  for  a  ilay's  journey  in  the  direction  of 
Ihe  Hrcadalbane  counlty,  from  which  he  hoped  to 
reaeli  the  Caalle  where  Gilrhriat  Maclan,  the  Cap- 
tain  of  the  Clan  Quhele,  and  the  father  ot  hia  pupil 
Conachar,  uauatly  held  hia  midence,  with  a  hiirbB~ 
TDua  pomp  of  atlatulauce  and  coremoniaL  Bulled  to 
bia  lotty  prelcnaiona. 

We  need  not  atop  to  dewribe  ihe  toil  and  icrrora  of 
Eucb  a  jotirney,  where  iho  path  was  lo  be  traced 
among  waatci  and  mounlauja,  now  aacending  pre- 
cipitoua  ravuiea,  now  plunKing  into  inextricable  bog*, 
and  often  inleraected  with  laixe  brooks,  and  even 
liTers.    Bui  all  theoe  perils  SimonOlover  had  before 

to  be  BUppaseil  that  he  abunned  or  fesred  them  where 
liberty,  and  life  itaelf.  were  at  stake. 

The  danger  from  the  warlike  and  uncivilized  in- 
habitants  of  the»  wilds  would  have  appeared  to  an-  ' 
other  at  least  as  formidable  as  the  pcnle  of  tho  jour-  j 
ney.  But  .Simon's  knowledge  of  the  manners  end 
language  of  the  people  aanured  him  on  Ihia  poin' 
alao.  An  appeal  to  ihc  hospitality  of  Ihe  wiJdeai 
Gael  tvaa  never  unsucccHRful ;  and  the  kern,  that  ir 

fiw  Ihe  ailver  button  of  hia  cloak,  would  deprive  him. 
•elf  of  a  inMl  lo  Tclieie  the  traveller  who  imr>lorec 
"  '  It  tho  diwr  of  hie  bolhy.    The  art  of  tra- 


indeniurea  of  batlle  entered  into 
extant  of  the  feud  had  only  bee 
King  Robert  thedaj^beforetneO 


ri  thedaybefore 
oine  puhlic  till  K 
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left  Penh,  an 


ring  beneath  hi 


Simon,  "  aince  I  want  not  only  Ihc  advanla^  of  _ 

good  advice,  but  also  hia  inieroM  with  Oilcbtul  BUe. 

Ian;  and,  moreover,  a  night's  quarters  and  asopptt. 

Thua  reflecting,  he  reached  the  top  of  •  awelinf 

splendid  viaton  of  Locb  1^ 

_... mmenae  plate  of  polished* 

dark  heathy  mountains  and  leaflen  ihicbti 

of  oak  aerving  aa  an  arabeeque  Irame  lo  a  magni- 

IndiHerent  to  natural  beauty  at  anv  time.  SiaMS 
Olover  was  nowpariicularly  an  :  and  the  onlypan  <i 
the  splendid  landscape  on  which  he  lumed  hit  en 
waa  the  angle  or  loop  of  meadow  land,  where  Ib- 


ofabout  a  mile  in  breadth,  bcgina  his  bmad  counala 
the  anuih-eaat  ward,  liken  conqueror  and  a  ItgicUw 
to  aubdue  and  lo  enrich  remote  dialricta.  Tpon  ttt 
aequealered  apol,  which  is  so  bewitifully  nniaud  H- 
iween  lake,  moiinlain,  and  river,  arose  aftentarda  IK 


lie  of  Hie  riallotHh.t  which  in  iiiir  time  ^ 
.ceded  by  the  viendid  pbIicc  of  the  Eiih 


iucc«ded  by  the  vl 
ined  very  greBt  power  jn  Sgyi"»hire,  had  no^ 
d  for  the  pm 
the  lake, 


)f  „,.„„..„.„., 

But  the  Campbella,  though  they  had  alreadyil- 

-'-.ed  very  great  power  in  Argylcnhire,  had  notm 

-....■nded  ihcniselvea  so  far  eaalwnrd  aa  LodETiy, 

the  bonks  of  which  were,  «thcr  by  right,  or  bylMB 

'ir  the  privent  by  ihe  CIm 

herds  were  (blicned  on  ot 

alley,  iherefore.be 


argin  of  th 


(llover  ciuned  no  i .^ 

me  ln«l  anKarance  of  precaution, , 

It  nothmg  which  might  excite  oupi 

■■  -'---ned  it  prudent  lo  oh" 

>n  with  any  of  Ihe  pi 


mcrcd  without 
intearance  of  precaution,  anti  took,  goad 
idiit  nothmg  which  might  excite  oupidity. 


a  occurnd  of  exchanging  , 

greetinga.    The  country,  olwara  lonely,  »n.in< 


entirely  forsaken  i  and< 


liltleatrathsorval- 
an  occasion  topasa  urtramsiL  the 
-serted,  and  the  inhabilaDls  had  be- 
>a  to  wooda  and  cavra.  lliis  was 
for,  considering  the  itnminoni  dan- 
'hii:h  all  eipccled  would  become  one 
leraleigr-'-  '--•-—• ' 


fa'k^a'lh 

of  the  10..    . „.  , „, 

thai  had  ever  Hislracted  ibat  unhappy  country. 

Simon  bp;:Dn  to  be  alarmed  at  this  state  of  desola- 
tion. He  had  made  a  halt  since  he  left  Kinfauns,  to 
allow  hiB  nag  some  rest ;  and  ii^  be  began  to  be 
an*ious  htiw  lie  was  lo  pass  the  night.  He  had 
reckoned  upon  snondingii  at  the  cottage  of  an  old 
acquaintance,  called  Mel  Booahalloch,  (or  the  Cow- 
herd,) because  he  had  r.hiirge  of  numerous  licrds  of 
cattle  belonsine  to  the  Captain  of  Clan  Qiiheliv  for 
which  puiposr  he  had  a  aetllcmcnt  on  iho  banka  of 
the  Tay,  noi  far  from  Iho  apol  where  it  leaves  iho 
ttkeof  iheaamenainc.  From  this  hia  ohi  host  and 
fhcnd.  wiih  whom  he  had  Iranaacted  many  hargftins 
for  hidea  and  furs,  ihe  old  rHonr  Irapnl  lo  Icnm  the 
prcaent  ainteof  tlie  country,  the  proauecl  ufptncr  or 
war,  and  the  beat  measures  lo  bn  taken  for  nia  OH'n 
aafety.    Ii  wdl  Im  remembered  thai  llie  newa  of  the 

Msckaa*. Unf  XHV<ODum''<«  Itl^lr  pa^  riilli'u^'Hi'' 
swionot-UiingUisruBUTffrBIraAlHd.iuiberlBnd. 


forealsafo* 

'ood.  haiel,  rowan-lree,  and  larches,  atme  tbenal- 
Die  collage  of  Nicl  Hooshsllocli.  a  village  E— - 
whosohoapitahlochimneyswere  seen  t 
lifully,  lo  the  great  encouragement  of  t 
who  might  olhcrwiee  have  Ken  obligei 

night  in  the  open  air,  to  hia  no  amaird. - 

He  renched  the  door  of  the  cottage,  whistled,  aboal- 

arl   iinrl  made  hia  approach  known.    Tbm  «••  ■ 

if  hounds  and  collie^nd  prewnlty  the  Ba» 


^OlarE, 


ollies.  and 
h.    There 


well  as  he  might ;  for  nothing  in  that  region  cOoUta 
rerkoned  mom  oneivil,  than  Tor  the  landlord  tonB 
any  thing  to  escape  btm  in  look  or  oettnre,  ndl 


.,  ,..  ..u,,,.  .....  Ria  atTTval  wi. 

on  unexpected  incident.   TH 

conducted  ta  b  stable,  wkict 

the  OloM 


himself  was  led  into  the  mansion  of  the  BooabaDock 
where,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country,  taM 
and  checK  was  placed  before  Iho  wayflirar,  nM 
more,  solid  food  was  prepDring.    Simon,  who  awi^ 

Ltirf^ 


atood  all  their  habits,  look  no  notice  of  tbCL. 
mariis  of  ssdneaa  on  the  browof  hisentertwiar, 
on  those  of  the  ^mily,  unlil  he  had  eaten  aoi 
for  form's  aake;  after  which  he  asked  the 
question,  Was  ihcrs  any  newa  in  the  eoustiy'. 

"Bad  news  aa  ever  was  told."  aaid  tfaeherdMnaa; 
"nor  father  is  nn  more." 

"HowT"  aaid  Simon,  greatly  alarmed. 
Captain  of  the  Clan  Quhelo  deadT' 

''^Tlie  Captain  of  the  Clan  Quhele 


"What,  Eachin— thai  is  Conachar— my  m** 
ieoT' 
"As  little  of  Ihat  aubjeet  asjou  lial,  biotbtt^ 
non,"  said  Ihe  herdaman.  tl  is  to  be  remeinbRH 
riend,  that  j'our  craft,  which  doth  vety  well  I** 
ling  in  the  douce  city  of  Perth,  ia  someihiM  M 
-leenanical  to  be  much  caleemed  al  the  Iboi  ol  ■• 
Lawers,  and  on  the  banka  of  Lnch  Tay.  We  u** 
Gaelic  tvord  by  which  we  can  e^'en  namea 
r  of  gloves." 
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"  It  would  be  strange  if  you  had,  friend  Niel."  said 
Simon,  dryly,  "having  so  few  g^loves  to  wear.  I  think 
there  be  none  in  the  whole  Clan  Quhele,  save  those 
which  I  myself  gave  to  Gilchrist  Maclan,  whom  Gfod 
assoilzie,  who  esteemed  them  a  choice  propine.  Most 
deeply  do  I  regret  his  death,  for  I  was  coming  to  him 
on  express  business." 

"  YOU  had  better  turn'  the  nag's  head  southward 
with  morning  light,"  said  the  herdsman.  "The  fu- 
neral is  instantly  to  take  place,  and  it  must  be  with 
short  ceremony ;  for  there  is  a  battle  to  be  fought  by 
the  Clan  Quhele  and  the  Clan  Chattan.  thirty  cham- 
pions on  a  side,  as  soon  as  Palm  Sunaay  next,  and 
we  have  brief  time  either  to  lament  the  dead  or 
honour  the  living." 

*'  Yet  are  my  anairs  so  pressing,  that  I  must  needs^ 
see  the  young  Chiell  were  it  but  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,"  said  the  Glover. 

"  Hark  thee,  friend,"  replied  his  host,  "  I  think 
thy  business  must  be  either  to  gather  money  or  to 
make  traffic.  Now,  if  the  Chiefowe  thee  any  thinj? 
for  upbhn«ng  or  otherwise,  ask  him  not  to  pay  it 
when  all  the  treasures  of  the  tribe  are  called  m  for 
making  8;allant  preparation  of  arms  and  equipment 
for  their  combatants,  that  we  may  meet  these  proud 
hill-cats  in  a  iiashion  to  show  ourselves  their  supe- 
riors. But  if  thou  comest  to  practise  commerce  with 
us,  thy  time  is  still  worse  chosen.  Thou  knowest 
that  thoa  art  already  envied  of  many  of  our  tribe,  for 
having  had  the  fosterage  of  the  young  Chief,  which 
is  a  thing  usually  given  to  the  best  of  the  clan." 

*•  But,  St.  ]\fary,  man !"  exclaimed  the  Glover, 
**  men  should  remember  the  office  was  not  conferred 
on  me  as  a  favour  which  I  courted,  but  that  it  was 
scooted  by  me  on  importunity  ana  entreaty,  to  my 
no  small  prejudice.  This  Conachar,  or  Hector  of 
Toutbl  or  whatever  you  call  him,  has  destroyed  me 
coe-skins  to  the  amount  of  many'pounds  Scots.^' 

"  There  again,  now,"  said  the  Booshalloch,  "  you 
have  spoken  a  word  to  cost  your  life ; — ^an v  allusion 
to  skins  or  hides,  or  especially  to  deer  and  aoes,  may 
incmr  no  less  a  forfeit  The  Chief  is  young,  and  jea- 
lous of  his  rank^none  knows  the  reason  better  than 
thou,  friend  Glover.  He  will  naturally  wish  that 
every  thing  concerning  the  opposition  to  his  siicces- 
sion^  and  naving  reference  to  his  exile,  should  be 
totally  forgotten ;  and  ho  will  not  hold  him  in  afiec- 
tk>n  who  ahajl  recall  the  recollection  of  his  people,  or 
foice  back,  his  own,  upon  what  they  must  both  re- 
mfflaaber  with  pain.  Think  how,  at  such  a  moment, 
they  will  look  on  the  old  Glover  of  Perth,  to  whom 
the  Chief  was  so  long  apprentice !— Come,  come,  old 
friend,  you  have  errea  in  this.  You  are  in  over  great 
haste  to  worship  the  rising  sun,  while  his  beams  are 
yet  level  with  the  horizon.  Come  thou  when  he  has 
climbed  higher  in  the  heavens,  and  thou  eh  alt  have 
thy  share  of  the  warmth  of  his  noonday  height." 

*•  Niel  Booshalloch,"  said  the  Glover,  we  have 
been  old  friends,  as  thou  say'st ;  and  as  I  think  thee 
a  true  one,  I  vrill  speak  to  thee  freely,  though  what  I 
say  misht  be  perilous  if  npoken  to  others  of  thy  clan. 
Thou  tnink'st  I  come  hither  to  make  my  own  profit 
of  thy  young  Chie(  and  it  is  natural  thou  shonldst 
tMnk  so.  But  I  would  not,  at  my  years,  quit  my  own 
chimney  comer  in  Curfew  Street,  to  bask  me  m  the 
beams  of  the  brightest  sun  that  ever  shone  upon 
Highland  heather.  The  verv  troth  is,  I  come  hither 
in  extremity— my  foes  have  the  advantage  of  me,  and 
have  laid  things  to  my  charge  whereof  I  am  incapa- 
ble, even  in  thought.  Nevertheless,  doom  is  like  to 
r>  forth  against  me,  and  there  is  no  remedy  but  that 
mint  n0  and  fly,  or  remain  and  perish.  I  come  to 
your  young  Chief,  as  one  who  had  refuge  with  me 
m  his  distress ;  who  ate  of  my  bread  and  drank  of 
my  cup.  I  ask  of  him  refuge,  which,  as  I  trast,  I 
■hall  need  but  a  short  time." 

'*  That  makes  a  diflferent  case,"  rq)lied  the  herds- 
man. "  So  different,  that  if  you  came  at  midnight 
to  the  gate  of  MacJan,  having  the  King  of  Scotland's 
head  in  your  hand,  and  a  thousand  men  in  pursuit 
fyr  the  avenging  of  his  blood,  I  could  not  think  it  for 
his  honour  to  refuse  you  protection.  And  for  your 
mnocence  or  gnUt,  it  concerns  not  the  case,— or  ra- 

*    r,  he  ought  the  more  to  shelter  you  if  guilty, 
3  A 


ing  your  necessity  and  his  risk  are-  both  in  that  case 
the  greater.  I  must  straightway  to  him,  that  no 
hasty  tongue  tell  him  of  your  arriving  hither  without 
saving  the  cause." 

'A  pity  of  your  trouble,"  said  the  Glover;  "  but 
where  lies  the  Chief?" 

"  He  is  quartered  about  ten  miles  hence,  busied 
with  the  affairs  of  the  funeral,  and  with  preparations 
for  the  combat— the  dead  to  the  grave,  and  the  living 
to  battle." 

"  It  is  a  long  way,  and  will  take  you  all  night  to  go 
and  come,"  said  the  Glover ;  "  and  I  am  very  sure 
that  Conachar,  when  he  knows  it  is  I  who"— 

"Forget  Conachar,"  said  the  herdsman,  placing 
his  finger  on  his  lips.  "  And  as  for  the  ten  miles, 
they  are  but  a  Highland  leap,  when  one  bears  a  mea> 
sage  between  his  friend  and  his  Chief." 

So  saying,  and  committing  the  traveller  to  the 
charge  of  his  eldest  son  and  his  daughter,  the  active 
herdsman  left  his  house  two  hours  before  midnight, 
to  which, he  returned  long  before  sunrise.  He  did  not 
disturb  his  wearied  guest,  but  when  the  old  man  had 
arisen  in  the  mormng^  he  acquainted  him  that  the 
funeral  of  the  late  Chieftain  was  to  take  place  the 
same  day,  and  that,  although  Eachin  Maclan  could 
not  invite  a  Saxon  to  the  funeral,  he  would  be  glad 
to  receive  him  at  the  entertainment  which  was  to 
follow. 

"  His  will  must  be  obeyed,'*'  said  the  Glover,  half 
smiling;  at  the  change  of  relation  between  himself 
and  his  late  apprentice.  "  The  man  is  the  master 
now,  and  I  trast  he  will  remember,  that,  when  mat- 
ters were  otherwise  between  us,  I  did  not  use  my 
authority  ungraciously." 

"Troutsho,  friend!"  exclaimed  the  Booshalloch, 
"  the  less  of  that  you  say  the  better.  You  will  find 
yourself  a  right  welcome  guest  to  Eachin,  and  the 
deil  a  man  dares  stir  you  within  his  bounds.  But 
fare  vou  well,  for  I  must  go,  as  beseems  me,  to  the 
burial  of  the  best  Chief  the  clan  ever  had,  and  the 
wisest  Captain  that  ever  cocked  the  sweet  gale  (bog- 
myrtle)  in  his  bonnet:  Farewell  to  you  for  a  while, 
and  if  you  will  go  to  the  top  of  the  Tom-an-Lonacn 
behind  the  house,  you  will  see  a  gallant  sight  and 
hear  such  a  coronach  as  will  reach  the  top  of  Ben 
Lawers.  A  boat  will  wait  for  you,  three  hours  hence, 
at  a  wee  bit  creek  about  haR  a  mile  westward  from 
the  head  of  the  Tay." 

With  these  words  he  took  his  dqsartiire.  followed 
by  his  three  sons,  to  man  the  boat  m  whicn  he  was 
to  join  the  rest  oi  the  mourners,  and  two  daughters, 
whose  voices  were  wanted  to  join  in  the  Lament, 
which  was  chanted,  or  rather  screamed,  on  such  oc- 
casions of  general  affliction. 

Simon  Glover,  finding^  himself  alone,  resorted  to 
the  stable  to  look  after  his  nag,  which,  he  found,  had 
been  well  served  with  graddan,  or  bread  made  of 
scorched  barley.  Of  this  kindness  he  was  fully  sen- 
sible, knowing  that,  probablv,  the  familv  hod  little  of 
this  delicacy  left  to  themselves,  until  the  next  har- 
vest should  bring  them  a  scanty  supply.  In  animal 
food  they  were  well  provided,  and  the  lake  found 
them  abundance  of  fish  for  their  lenten  diet,  which 
they  did  not  observe  very  strictly;  but  bread  was  a 
delicacy  very  scanty  in  the  Highlands.  The  bogs  af- 
forded a  soft  species  of  hay,  none  of  the  best  to  be 
sure,  but  Scottish  horses,  hke  their  riders,  were  then 
accustomed  to  hard  fare.  Gauntlet,  for  this  was  the 
name  of  the  palfrey,  had  his  stall  crammed  fidl  of 
dried  fern  for  htter,  and  was  otherwise  as  well  provi- 
ded for  as  Highland  hospitality  could  contrive. 

Simon  Glover  being  thus  left  to  his  own  painfhl  re- 
flections, nothing  better  remained,  after  having  seen 
after  the  comforts  of  the  dumb  companion  of  his 
jouraey,  than  to  follow  the  herdman's  advice ;  and 
ascending  towards  the  top  of  an  eminence  called' 
Tom-an-Lonach,  or  the  Knoll  of  Yew  Trees,  after  a 
walk  of  half  an  hour  he  reached  the  summit,  and. 
could  look  down  on  the  broad  expanse  of  the  lake, 
of  which  the  height  commanded  a  noble  view.  A 
few  aged  and  scattered  yew-trees,  of  great  size,  still 
vindicated  for  the  beautiful  green  hill  the  name  at^ 
tached  to  it.  But  a  far  greater  number  had  fallen, a 
sacrifice  to  the  general  demand  for  bow-staves  in 
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fcrm,«nde»ea«llyini.'fneapy,fHrin 
en  of  incriV  KnfdKiui-  Tlieilnrh  ^i< 
mail  yo«-»  wiiich  remaiiieil,  wire  lil 
a  bndini  hust,  orcupyinR  in  ilimi(lri 
TinlBp,  with  ihB  ahiTn  purpo»'  di 
Uh.  Bohiml  ihis  onuiwnu^  bui  <J 
aroao  a  liitrhfr  hill,  partlr  n>vrrt:rl  >> 
parity  oiMiiiiiB  into  tElarira  of  pasluii 
'•l  ilraytd,  find- —  "  •■■■ ~-  ■' 


CHRONICLES  OF  THK  CANO^GATE. 

imminenilv  preteinf^  fhoutd  [h 
riitivtjfii  ti>  I  disimguished  i 
where  lip  was  dpniinol  ultimo 


[Ciur.  xxvn. 
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I  to  repoK  will]  S 


liUrpii,  wl^  tbi; 


TIic  oppooile. 


I-  freali  mm 


nhore  vr  thr  Iskc'i 


uoBt!  tbr  iiwarl  and  bore  mouniaini  iliuinsclvca,  in 
w  dark  gra)'  dowlation propoT  lo  tim  t^auin. 

Some  were  pvaknl.  aomFbroad-cics!«[,  mimt  rocky 
and  pmiiiiiauii,  oiliera  of  a  lainpr  ouiline;  bqcI  llie 
dan  of  "ntan*  accmnd  to  l>e  comminded  by  Ihcir  np- 
onvntlc  diicAaiiii— tW  fawning  mounlun  o(  Bun 
Lawcra,  and  iIib  Blili  more  lofty  eminence  of  Ben 
Mahr,  ariaing;  hiah  above  the  n«t,  whnso  pcnka  n;- 
tain  a  daiztinft  lietmct  of  raow  Tgr  inln  ihe  Jiuinmer 
aeaion,  and  ■omeiiiiieH  during  l!ic  whole  ytar.  Vtl 
tb*  borders  of  lliiit  wild  nnd  mrlvan  lepiori,  where  ilip 
inonnlainH  dm'i'iided  upon  tlicliki:',  inliniaied,  even 
at  thai  early  nerioil,  nioiiy  tincei  of  hiimnn  liobiin- 
tion.     Hamluia  wrrc  aeen,  rxpucintly  on  Ihe  northern 

Srsin  oC  tlw  lake,  half  hid  amonc  the  liitle  t^lens 
^  TMured  their  iribiilary  alreania  into  Loch  Toy, 
ichi  liks  many  eartlily  ihituia,  made  n  fair  ihownl 
a  diatanc«,  but.  when  more  eloainlf  Bpproach«l,  were 
diagualTul  and  repiiNvcL  ttttm  ihar  ajuallid  want  of 
tha  convenKDcea  which  atlend  even  Inlian  wjr- 
wama.  Tbay  were  inbabjleil  liy  »  mx  ^So  neither 
autnaied  the  eanh,  nor  cansC  for  tlic  lajqyiiwnta 
mien  .mdiuiirir  mycuruK  The  women,  arthaairti 
otherwna  trealed  with  aSixlian,  and  pvcn  delicacy  of 


nitmber  uf  Ixiats  pu'hed  ulT  fmin  varioul  panti 

!■  liannerH,  and  olhers  havinn  ihiar  Mveral  piptn 
le  bow.  wbn  frum   linic  lo  limepouritt  forth  a 

intinial^  lo  ihe  Glover  thai  ihc  tVTeniony  ina 

It  to  [ahe  plant.     These  munds  of  lamcntaliH 

..,.j  but  ibrluniiR  na  il  were  uf  the  ingtmnienl* 

coiiipnrni  wiih  the  inmcnl  wail  which  was  apeedDy 

A  distant  aound  was  heanl  from  far  iir  the  Itkt, 
■yen  as  tt  neemrd  from  the  remote  and  diflUnl  iten, 
3UI  of  wliieh  the  DochaK  and  ihc  Locliy  pour  llui 

Jile  snoi,  where  (lief'ampbclls  al  n  ^ubwiurnl  jwtial 
fuundnl  llieir  alrona  brircss  of  Finlnyrwi,  that  dit 
redoiibI«l  comiuandor  of  ihc  t'lan  Qiihtle  drew  hit 
last  brcalb  i  nnd,  tu  tpve  due  pont|i  10  hu  funeral,  hit 
corpse  waa  now  to  be  bnnigbt  duwo  the  Loch  10  tha 
'■'■■■'*  laniiinedfor  hiamnporaTy  place  of  rest.  Tba 
fleet,  led  by  the  Chieftain's  barRe,  from  which 

■"'"        displayed,  bad  mndemoit 

ii!|e  rrc  tl  wb*  vieible  ftoa 
itiion  Glover  Flood  (ootk- 
iimlanllhe  diaiantotilaf 
roceedinf;  from  the  atlend- 


mnermi  neei,  lea  oy  id 
a  huge  Uach  Imnnrr' 
than  iwu  thirds  of  ita  .. 
the  eminence  on  whieh 
look  the ocntnony.    'Hi 


of  InmenmilDn  were  hur^licd  at  once,  as  the  ran* 
ccaaes  to  emak  and  Ihc  hawk  to  whialle,  wheaenr 
the  tn'ream  of  the  eaufe  ia  heard.  The  bosii,  whkk 
had  Hiialed  hiihcr  and  thiiher  uron  the  lake,  likaa 
(look  of  waier-fowl  dispernnB  themselvea  on  iu  nv- 
faee.  now  drew  loffeiher  with  in  nnnHinincr  nfardtr. 
that  the  funeral  flotilla  miabi 
they  themselves  niisfat  fall  i.... 
Id  the  meantrhilti  the  piercing 


LO  war-pipn 


«  men,  excepting' 


_n   ni-fortned   plmish,  c. 

apade,  oiiidginfHy  none  through,  a 
beoealh  lliem,  look  no     ■'■ 


beeaiiKs  louder  and  ionder,  and  ilie  c 
berleas  Ixuili  which  followed  that  irom  wmco  ik 
black  banner  of  (he  Chief  waa  din>layed,  roM  tnwM 
uniaon  up  to  the  Toin-an-Loiineli.  from  which  th* 
Glover  viewed  the  apeclacle.  The  galley  which  btmi- 
rd  the  procesmon,  bore  on  ila  poop  a  spedea  of  atat 
fold,  upon  which,  arrayed  in  white  linen,  and  wilk 
displayed  the  corpK  of  the  d 


liicftaii 


His 


M.  or  marauded,  dtirinit  ihe  bnef  1.  < 
by  way  ofpastinii-;  iiliinderini;  wr 
■ltd  HghlinK  with  emtNltered  anim 

war,  which,  public  or  private,  upon  n  .  :  .r 

nalricled  acale,  (brotod  tbe  proper  !,■:-   r    - 
livea,  and  Ihe  only  one  which  they  e»r»'ii^i.'(l  umili 
of  them. 

Tha  nuKnificcnl  bo«om  of  the  lake  itself  was 
aceno,  lo  Raie  011  with  deliaht.    Iu  noble  breadtl 

nndered  yet  more  ok'tiireaque  by  or*^  iff  ■■■"='-"■''  ■ 
which   arc   often  Happily  ailiiiitn!   n    iii      '^i    ■■  - 


S  where  slumbered  the  remaina  of  --  :.i  1-1 
Henry  I.  of  England,  and  contmri  ut  AlcinmliT 
the  Piral  of  Hcoltand.  This  holv  plaice  liiiii  bixa 
deemed  of  dianity  sufficient  to  be  iht  deposii  of  ilie 
remains  of  the  Captain  of  Ihe  Clan  Quhcle,  at  leaai 
tiU  limes  when  the  removal  of  the  danger,  iinw  ki 

Slaaiaajofttiom  the  fBaaBUa  enter*  »i"     ' 
arihntanlahrkarefi  etaaanad.  loer  11 
•iMPI belli  "tbeniaju  and  UwireHi. 
MMi.    TliaPribiTnitMhTar  >■■  AHiniir  I       v     


r..- -. assembled,  either  an 

I.rirh  Tay  il.wlE  i>r  hrouRhl  by  land  carriaRS  ftiaa 
l.i^fh  Karn  and  oiherwiae,  followed  in  the  rear,  aaw 
TiF  iliem  of  very  frad  materials.  Thne  wen  aeM 
r-iirrniiliB,  compo»eil  of  ox  hiilea  atrelehed  over  hoM 
rif  willow,  in  ihe  manner  of  the  ancient  Bliillh  [  an* 
wme  commuted  ihemsetvca  lo  rafts  dmnei  Ibtdw 
occasion,  from  the  leidicsl  materials  that  occatnfc 
and  united  in  such  a  rieeaiioua  manner  as  lo  icMV 
It  probable,  that,  before  ihc  OFComidiriimsnt  of  (M 


'^J^i^^Eti  I """  "f  "•■' 


When  the  principal  flotilla  came  in  uht  of  Aa 
Minnilerfn-oupor  boats  collecleil  towards  Hie  (NtV 
iho  like,  and  beBrinn  offfrom  the  little  island,  B«* 
hfli  td  each  other, with  a  shout  so  loud  andyalMrii 
nnd  terminating  in  a  cadence  ao  wildly  pruluta* 
that  mil  only  Ihe  deer  slatlcd  from  tbcir  ilaBalr 
miles  nrounil,  and  soiwht  Iho  distant  rscssasa  of  ihf 
mounlams,  but  even  the  domealic  cattle,  •eaatoorf 
lothevoiceorman.feltthefullDBnicwhiehdw  hiaM 
shout  stitkesinto  the  wilder  irilws,  and  like  ibcai  W 
from  their  paatureiatomorasaesand  dioina. 

Sumtnntu-d  forth  from  tbdr  convent  by  ihMI 
animi^  Ihe  monks  who  inhabited  the  lillle  ialtt,  bK 
unn  to  issue  &om  their  lowly  portal,  with  croas  asa 

had  the  nieanaof  durlayingj  their  bdls  si  lbea>** 
■— e,  of  which  the  edifice  possessed  thn«  p 
death-toll  over  the  long  lake,  whieh  ca 
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ip>D6  duouffh,  while  the  kindred  of  the  deceased  ear- 
ned the  body  ashore,  and,  placing  it  on  a  bank  long 
consecrated  to  the  purpose,  made  the  Deainl*  around 
the  departed.  When  the  corpse  was  uplifted  to  be 
boiiie  into  the  church,  another  united  yell  burst  from 
the  assembled  multitude,  in  which  the  deep  shout  of 
warriors,  and  the  shrill  wail  of  females,  joined  their 
notes  with  the  tremulous  voice  of  age,  and  the  bab- 
bling cry  of  childhood.  The  coronach  was  again, 
and  for  the  last  time,  shrieked,  as  the  body  was  car- 
ried into  the  interior  of  the  church,  where  only  the 
aearMt  relatives  of  the  deceased,  and  the  most  dis- 
tinguished of  the  leaders  of  the  clan,  were  permitted 
to  eoter.t  The  last  yell  of  wo  was  so  terribly  loud,  and 
inswered  by  so  many  hundred  echoeSj  that  the  Olo- 
ter  instinctively  raised  his  hands  to  his  ears,  to  shut 
out,  or  deaden  at  least,  a  sonnd  so  piercing.  He  kept 
this  attitude,  while  the  hawks,  owls,  and  other  birds, 
scared  by  the  wild  scream,  had  begun  to  settle  in  their 
retreats,  when,  as  he  withdrew  nis  hands,  a  voice, 
close  by  him,  said,— 

"Thmk  you  this,  Simon  Glover,  the  hymn  of  peni- 
tence and  praise,  with  which  it  becomes  poor  forlorn 
man,  cast  out  from  his  tenement  of  clay,  to  be  waft- 
ed into  the  presence  of  his  Maker  7" 

The  Glover  turned,  and  in  the  old  man,  with  a  long 
white  beard,  who  stood  close  beside  him,  had  no  dif- 
ficulty, from  the  clear  mild  eye,  and  the  benevolent 
cast  of  featurea,  to  recognise  the  Carthusian  monk 
Father  Clement,  no  longer  wearing  his  monsstic  ha- 
bilimenta  but  wrapt  in  a  frieze  mantle,  and  having  a 
Highland  cap  on  his  head. 

It  may  be  recollected  that  the  Glover  regarded  this 
man  with  a  combined  feeling  of  respect  and  dislike — 
reipect,  which  his  judgment  could  not, deny  to  the 
monk's  person  and  character,  and  dislike,  which 
arose  from  Father  Clement's  peculiar  doctrines  being 
the  cause  of  his  daughter's  exile  and  his  own  distress. 
It  was  not,  therefore,  with  sentiments  of  onmi.xed 
•atiafiction,  that  he  returned  the  greetings  of  the  Fa- 
ther, and  replied  to  the  reiterated  question.  What  he 
thought  of  the  frineral  rites,  which  were  discharged 
in  80  wild  a  manner,—" I  know  not,  my  good  Father; 
bat  these  men  do  their  duty  to  their  deceased  Chief 
according  to  the  fashion  of  their  ancestors ;  they 
mean  to  express  their  regret  for  their  friend's  loss, 
snd  their  prayers  to  Heaven  in  his  behalf ;  and  that 
which  ia  done  of  good- will,  must,  to  my  thinking, 
be  accepted  favourably.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  me- 
thinks  they  had  ere  no  w  been  enlightened  to  do  better." 

"Thou  art  deceived,"  answered  the  Monk.  "Grod 
has  sent  his  light  amongst  us  all,  though  in  various 
proportions;  but  man  wilfully  shuts  his  eyes  and 
prefers  darkness.  This  benighted  people  mingle  with 
the  ritual  of  the  Roman  Church,  the  old  heathen  ce- 
remonies of  their  own  fathers,  and  thus  unite  with 
the  abominations  of  a  churoh  corrupted  by  wealth 
•nd  power,  the  cruel  and  bloody  ritual  or  savage 
Parnims." 

Father,"  said  Simon,  abruptly,  "  methinks  yotu 
presence  were  more  useful  in  yonder  chapel,  araing 
Tour  brethren  in  the  discharge  of  their  clencal  duties, 
than  in  troubling  and  unsettling  the  beUef  of  an  hum- 
**^^  though  ignorant  Christian,  like  myself." 


^ 


.\Dd  wherefore  say,  good  brother,  thotl  would 

1  "    ■  "  ■ 


unfix  thy  principles  of  belief  7"  answered  Clement. 
So  Heaven  deal  with  me,  as.  were  my  life-blood  ne- 
cessary to  cement  the  nund  of  any  man  to  the  holy 
religion  he  professeth,  it  should  be  freely  poured  out 
for  the  purpose." 

*  Avwraneiaot  eaatoai,  which  oonmU  in  iroinf  UifM  tinoM 
rawKl  Um  bodr  of  a  dead  or  iivinc  penon,  implonnf  bleMingi 
apOQ  him.  The  Deaail  mutt  be  perrormed  cunway«,  that  ia,  by 
Baoriag  from  ri^t  to  left  irmiaforUine  i«  imprecated,  the  party 
movai  aritberahins.  (Oeman,  wiooaaaufs,)  that  is,  agabut  the 
•M,  tnm  left  to  righL 

^  *  The  iwtallation,  Uie  marriaie,  and  the  fliiieral  of  a  chief- 
tfUfl.  were  the  ttuee  perioda  of  bia  ooorae  obaerved  with  the 
niftteit  ceremony  by  all  the  clan.  The  latter  waa  perhaps  the 
moat  impoaioff  of  the  three  spectacles,  from  the  solemnity  of 
the  oceaaion,  and  the  Ihri II ing  effect  produced  by  the  coronach, 
■Nif  by  hundreds  of  voices,  its  melancholy  notes  undulating 
tltfaagh  the  Talleys,  or  revertwrating  among  the  hills.  All  theae 
obaerraBoes  are  niling  away,  and  the  occasional  attempt  at  a 
ntheriog,  fbr  the  fttneral  of  a  chief,  now  reaamblea  the  dying 
Mte  of  the  QORMiaeb,  Ikintly  echoed  for  the  laat  tinnc  among 
thaiocka. 


"Your  speech  18  fair.  Father,  I  grant  you,"  said 
the  Glover ;  "  but  if  I  am  to  judge  the  doctrine  by  the 
fruits,  Heaven  has  punished  me  by  the  hand  or  the 
Church,  for  having  hearkened  thereto.  Ere  I  heard 
vou,  my  confessor  was  little  moved,  though  I  might 
have  owned  to  have  told  a  merry  tale  upon  the  de- 
bench,  even  if  a  friar  or  a  nun  were  the  subject.  If 
at  a  time  I  had  called  Father  Hubert  a  better  hunter 
of  hares  than  of  souls,  I  confessed  me  to  the  Vicar 
Vinesauf,  who  laughed  and  made  me  pay  a  reckon- 
ing for  penance— or  if  I  had  said  that  the  Vicar  Vine- 
sauf  was  more  constant  to  his  cup  than  to  his  brevi- 
ary, I  confessed  me  to  Father  Hubert,  and  a  new 
hawking-glove  made  all  well  again  i^  and  thus  I,  my 
conscience,  and  Mother  Church,  hved  together  on 
terms  of  peace,  friendship^  and  mutual  forbearance. 
But  since  I  have  listened  to  -you.  Father  Clement, 
this  gnoodly  union  is  broken  to  pieces,  and  nothing  is 
thundered  in  my  ear  but  purgatory  in  the  next  world, 
and  fire  and  fagot  in  this.  Therefore,  avoid  you.  Fa- 
ther Clement,  or  speak  to  those  who  can  understand 
vour  doctrine.  I  have  no  heart  to  be  a  martyr ;  I 
have  never  in  niy  whole  lifis  had  courage  enough  so 
much  as  to  snun  a  candle  with  my  fingers ;  and,  to 
-speak  the  truth,  I  am  minded  to  go  back  to  Perth, 
sue  out  my  pardon  in  the  spiritual  court,  carry  my 
fagot  to  the  gallows'  foot,  in  token  of  recantation,  and 
purchase  myself  once  more  the  name  of  a  good  Cu- 
tholic,  were  it  at  the  price  of  all  the  world^  wealth 
that  remains  to  me." 

"  You  are  angry,  ray  dearest  brother."  said  Cle- 
ment ;  "  and  repent  you  on  thepinch  of  a  little  world- 
ly danger,  and  a  little  worldfy  loss,  for  the  good 
thoughts  which  you  once  entertained.'' 

"  I  ou  speak  at  ease,  Father  Clement,  since  I  think 
you  have  long  forsworn  the  wealth  and  goods  of  the 
world,  and  are  prepared  to  yield  up  your  life,  when  it 
is  demanded,  in  exchange  for  the  doctrine  you  preach 
and  believe.  You  are  as  ready  to  put  on  your  pitch- 
ed shirt  and  brimstone  head-gear,  as  a  naked  man  is 
to  go  to  his  bed,  and  it  would  seem  you  have  not 
much  more  reluctance  to  the  ceremony.  But  I  still 
wear  that  which  clings  to  me.  My  wealth  is  still  my 
own,  and  I  thank  Heaven  it  is  a  decent  pittance 
whereon  to  live— my  life,  too,  is  that  of  a  hale  old 
man  of  sixty,  who  is  in  no  haste  to  bring  it  to  a  close 
—and  if  I  were  poor  as  Job,  and  on  the  edge  of  the 
grave,  must  I  not  still  cUng  to  my  daughter,  whom 
your  doctrines  have  already  cost  so  dear  7" 

"Thy  daughter,  friend  Simon,"  said  theCarmeUte^ 
"  may  be  truly  called  an  angel  upon  earth." 

"  Ay  ;  and  by  listening  to  your  doctrines.  Father, 
she  is  now  like  to  be  called  on  to  be  an  angel  in 
heaven,  and  to  be  transported  thither  in  a  chanot  of 
fire." 

"  Nay,  my  good  brother,"  said  Clement,  "  desist, 
I  pray  you,  to  speak  of  what  you  little  understand. 
Since  it  is  wasting  time  to  show  thee  the  ligiit  that 
thou  chafest  against,  yet  listen  to  that  which  I  have 
to  say  touching  thy  daughter,  whose  temporal  felici- 
ty, though  I  weigh  it  not  even  for  an  instant  in  the 
scale  against  that  which  is  spiritual,  is,  nevertheless^ 
in  its  order,  as  dear  to  Clement  Blair  as  to  her  own 
father." 

The  tears  stood  in  the  old  man's  eyes  as  he  spoke^ 
and  Simon  Glover  was  in  some  degree  mollified  as  he 
again  addressed  him. 

*'  One  would  think  thee.  Father  Clement,  the  kind- 
est and  most  amiable  of  men ;  how  comes  it  then 
that  thy  steps  are  haunted  by  general  ill-will,  where- 
ever  thou  cnancest  to  turn  them  7  I  could  lay  my  life 
thou  hast  contrived  already  to  offend  yonder  half 
score  of  poor  friars  in  their  water-girdled  cage,  and 
that  you  have  been  prohibited  from  attendance  on  the 
funeral  7"  ,     .       ..      .  , 

"Even  so,  my  son,"  said  the  Carthusian,  "and. I 
doubt  whether  their  malice  will  suffer  me  to  remam 
in  this  country.  I  did  but  speak  a  few  sentences 
about  the  superstition  and  folly  of  frequenting  St  Ffl- 
lian's  church,  to  detect  theft  by  means  of  his  bell— 
of  bathing  mad  patients  in  his  pool,  to  cure  theur  m- 
firmity  of  mind— and  lo !  the  persecutors  have  cast 
me  forth  of  their  commutiion,  as  they  will  speedily 
cast  me  out  of  this  life." 
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"  Lo  you  there  now,"  said  the  Glover,  "  see  what  it 
ifl  for  a  man  that  cannot  take  a  warning !  Well,  Fa- 
ther Clement,  men  will  not  cast  me  forth  unlessit  were 
as  a  companion  of  yours.  I  pray  you,  therefore,  tell  me 
what  you  have  to  say  of  ray  daughter,  and  let  us  be 
less  neighbours  than  we  have  been." 

"This  then,  brother  Simon,  I  have  to  acouaint  you 
with.  This  young  Chief,  who  is  swollen  with  contem- 
plation of  his  own  power  and  glory,  loves  one  thing 
better  than  it  all,  and  thnt  is  thy  daughter." 

"  He,  Conachor !"  c  xclaimed  Simon.  "  My  runa- 
gate apprentice  look  up  to  my  dau*;hter !" 

"Alas!"  said  Clpmont,  "how  close  sits  our  world- 
ly pride,  even  as  ivy  clings  to  the  wall,  and  cannot 
be  separated  !— Look  up  to  thy  daughter,  good  Si- 
mon 1  Alas,  no !  The  Captain  of  Clan  Quhele,  great 
as  he  is,  and  greater  as  he  soon  expects  to  be,  looks 
down  to  the  daughter  of  the  Perth  burpjess,  and  con- 
siders himself  demeaned  in  doinjf  so.  But,  to  use  ma 
own  profane  exprossion,  Catharine  is  dearer  to  him 
than  life  here,  and  Heaven  hereafter— he  cannot  uve 
without  her.''  ^, 

"Then  he  may  die,  if  he  lists,"  said  Simon  Glover, 
"  for  she  is  betrothed  to  an  honest  burgess  of  Perth ; 
and  I  would  not  break  my  word  to  make  my  daugh- 
ter bride  to  the  Prince  of  Scotland." 

"I  thought  it  would  be  your  answer,"  replied  the 
Monk  ;  "  I  would,  worthy  friend,  thou  couldsl  carry 
into  thy  spiritual  concerns  some  part  of  that  daring 
and  resolved  spirit  with  which  thou  canst  direct  thy 
temporal  affairs." 

"Hush  thee— hush.  Father  Clement!"  answered 
the  Glover;  "  when  thou  fallest  into  that  vein  of  ar- 
gument, thy  words  savour  of  blazing  tar,  and  that  is 
a  acent  I  like  not.    As  to  Catharine,  I  must  manage 
aa  I  can,  so  as  not  to  displease  the  young  dignitary : 
but  well  ia  it  forme  that  she  is  far  beyond  his  reach.' 
*'  She  must  then  be  distant  indeed,"  said  the  Car- 
melite.   "And  now,  brother  Simon,  since  you  think 
it  perilous  to  own  me  and  my  opinions,  I  must  walk 
alone  with  my  own  doctrines,  and  the  dajagers  they 
draw  on  me.    Bui  should  your  eve,  less  blinded  than 
It  now  is  by  worldly  hopes  and  fears,  ever  turn  a 
glance  back  on  him,  who  soon  may  be  snatched  from 
you,  remember,  that  by  nought,  save  a  deep  sense  of 
the  truth  and  importance  of  the  doctrine  which  he 
taught,  could  Clement  Blair  have  learned  to  encoun- 
ter, nay,  to  provolic,  the  animosity  of  the  powerful 
and  inveterate,  to  alarm  the  fears  of  the  jealous  and 
timid,  to  walk  in  the  world  as  he  belonged  not  to  it, 
and  to  be  accounted  mad  of  men,  that  he  might,  if 
possible,  win  souls  to  God.    Heaven  be  my  witness, 
that  I  would  comply  in  all  lawful  things,  to  conciliate 
the  love  and  sympathy  of  my  fellow-creatures !  It  is 
no  light  thing  to  be  shunned  oy  the  worthy  as  an  in- 
fected patient ;  to  be  persecuted  by  the  Pharisees  of 
the  day  aa  an  unbelieving  heretic ;  to  be  regarded 
with  horror  at  once  and  contempt  by  the  multitude, 
who  consider  me  as  a  madman,  who  may  be  expect- 
ed  to  turn  mischievous.    But  were  all  those  evils  mul- 
tiplied a  hundred-fold,  the  fire  within  must  not  be 
Btifled,  the  voice  which  aays  within  me — Speak,  must 
receive  obedience.    Wo  unto  me  if  I  preach  not  the 
Gospel,  even  should  I   at  length  preach  it  from 
amidst  a  pile  of  flames !" 

So  q;>oke  this  bold  witness;  one  of  those  whom 
Heaven  raised  up  from  time  to  time,  to  preserve 
amidst  the  moat  ignorant  ages,  and  to  carry  down  to 
those  which  succeed  them,  a  manifestation  of  una- 
dulterated Christianity,  from  the  time  of  the  Apostles 
Co  the  age  when,  favoured  by  the  invention  of  print- 
inff,  the  Reformation  broke  out  in  full  splendour. 
The  selfish  policy  of  the  Glover  was  exposed  in  his 
own  eyes ;  and  he  felt  himself  contemptible  as  he  saw 
the  Carmelite  turn  from  him  in  all  the  hallowedneaa 
of  resignation.  He  was  even  conscious  of  a  momen- 
tary inclination  to  follow  the  example  of  the  preach- 
er's philanthropy  and  disinterested  zeal ;  but  it  glan- 
ced like  a  flash  of  lightning  through  a  dark  vault, 
where  there  lies  nothing  to  catch  the  blaze ;  and  he 
slowly  descended  the  hill,  in  a  direction  different  from 
that  of  the  Carthusian,  forgetting  him  and  his  doc- 
trines,  and  buried  in  anxious  thoughts  about  his 
child  s  fate  and  his  own. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

What  want  these  ooUawa  conqnerore  iboold  have. 

But  History's  purchaiod  pace  to  call  them  great, 

A  wider  space,  an  omameoted  (rave  1 

Their  hopes  were  not  less  warm,  their  soale  were  tail  aa 


The  funeral  obsequies  being  over,  the  eame  flotillt 
which  had  proceeded  in  solemn  and  aad  array  down 
the  lake,  prepared  to  return  with  displayed  banners, 
and  every  demonstration  of  mirth  and  joy  ;  for  there 
was  but  brief  time  to  celebrate  festivals,  when  the 
awful  conflict  betwixt  the  Clan  Quhele  and  their 
most  formidable  rivals  so  nearly  approached.  It  had 
been  agreed,  therefore,  that  the  funeral  feast  ehooU 
be  blended  with  that  usually  given  at  the  inaugnn- 
tion  of  the  young  Chie£ 

Some  ejections  were  made  to  this  arrangement, 
as  containing  an  evil  omen.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  had  a  species  of  recommendation,  from  the  habits 
and  feelings  of  the  Highlandera,  who,  to  this  day,  are 
wont  to  n  ingle  a  degree  of  solemn  mirth  with  their 
mourning,  and  something  resembling  melancholy 
with  their  mirth.  The  usual  aversion  to  speak  or 
think  of  those  who  have  been  beloved  and  lost,  is  lesi 
known  to  this  grave  and  enthusiastic  race,  than  it  if 
to  others.  You  hear  not  onljr  the  young  mention  (as 
is  every  where  usual)  the  merits  and  the  character  of 
parents,  who  have,  m  the  course  of  nature,  prede- 
ceased them ;  but  the  widowed  partner  epeaka,  in  or- 
dinary conversation,  of  the  lost  spouse,  and.  what  is 
still  stranger,  the  parents  allude  frequently  to  the 
beauty  or  valour  of  the  child  whom  they  nave  izi- 
terred.  The  Scottish  Highlanders  appear  to  refwd 
the  separation  of  friends  by  death,  as  something  less 
absolute  and  complete  than  it  is  generally  est^med 
in  other  countries,  and  converse  of  the  dear  oonnez- 
ions,  who  have  sought  the  grave  before  them,  as  i£ 
they  had  gone  upon  a  long  journey  in  which  they 
themselves  must  soon  follow.  The  funeral  feast, 
therefore,  being  a  general  custom  throughout  Scot- 
land, was  not,  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  were  to 
share  it,  unseemingly  mingled,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, with  the  festivities  wnich  hailed  (tie  suoceasioii 
to  the  Chieftainship. 

The  barge  which  had  lately  borne  the  dead  to  the 
grave,  now  conveyed  the  young  Maclan  to  his  new 
command ;  and  the  minstrels  sent  forth  thdr  gayevt 
not(  s  to  gratnlate  Rachin's  succession,  as  th^  had 
lately  sounded  their  most  doleful  dirges  when  carry- 
ing Gilchrist  to  his  grave.  Prom  the  attendant  flo- 
tilTa  rang  notes  of  triumph  and  hibilee,  instead  of 
those  yclTs  of  lamentation,  which  had  so  lately  dis- 
turbcd  the  echoes  of  Loch  Tay ;  and  a  thousand  voi- 
ces hailed  the  youthful  Chieftain  as  he  stood  on  the 
poop,  armed  at  all  pointa,  in  the  flower  of  early  man- 
hood, beauty  and  activity,  on  the  very  spot  whoebs 
father's  corpse  had  so  lately  been  extended,  and  sur- 
rounded by  triumphant  friends,  aa  that  had  been  bf 
desolate  mourners.  One  boat  Kept  closest  of  the  fl> 
tilla  to  the  honoured  galley.  Torqoil  of  the  Oak,  a 
grizzled  giant,  waa  steersman;  and  his  ei^t  sons, 
each  exceeding  the  ordinary  stature  of  mankiitd, 
pulled  the  oars.  Like  some  powerful  and  favoantt 
wolf-hound,  unloosed  from  his  couples,  and  IroGckoi 
around  a  liberal  master,  the  boat  of  the  foster  bietli- 
ren  passed  the  Chieftain's  barge,  now  on  <Mie  aifi, 
and  now  on  another,  and  even  rowed  around  it,  u  iif 
in  extravagance  of  joy ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  wiili 
the  jealous  vigilance  of  the  animal  we  have  coo- 
pared  it  to.  they  made  it  dangeroua  for  any  odur 
of  the  flotilla  to  approach  ao  near  as  themselves,  fnm 
the  risk  of  being  run  down  by  their  impetuous  ui 
reckless  manceuvres.  Raised  io  an  eminent  rank  ii 
the  clan  by  the  suci'^ssion  of  their  foster  brother  Ii 
the  command  of  the  Clan  Quhele,  this  was  the  ta- 
multuouB  and  almost  terrible  mode  in  whidi  thcf 
testified  their  peculiar  share  in  their  ChieTs  triamrk- 
Far  behind,  and  with  difTercnt  feelings,  on  the  part 
of  one  at  least  of  the  company,  came  the  small  boat, 
in  which,  manned  by  the  Booshalloch  and  one  of  hit 
sons,  Simon  Glover  was  a  passenger. 

"  If  we  are  bound  for  the  head  of  the  lake,*'  aad 
Simon  to  his  friend,  *'  we  shall  hardly  be  thtn  bi 
hours." 
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Bat  as  he  apokei  the  crew  of  the  boat  of  the  foster 
brethren,  or  Leichtach,*  on  a  signal  from  the  Chief  s 
gdlef,  lay  on  their  oars  until  the  Booshalloch's  boat 
came  up^  and  throwing  on  board  a  rope  of  hides, 
which  Niel  made  fast  to  the  head  of  his  skiff,  they 
stretched  to  their  oars  once  more;  and,  notwithstand- 
ing they  had  the  small  boat  in  tow,  swept  through 
the  lake  with  almost  the  same  rapidity  as  before. 
Hie  skiff  was  tugged  on  with  a  velocity  which  seemed 
to  hazard  the  pullmg  her  under  water,  or  the  separa- 
tion of  her  head  from  her  other  timbers. 

Simon  Glover  saw  with  anxiety  the  reckless  fury 
of  their  course,  and  the  bows  of  the  boat  occasionally 
broaght  within  an  inch  or  two  of  the  level  of  the  wa- 
ter; and  though  his  friend  Niel  Booshalloch  assured 
himitwnsall  done  in  especial  honour,  he  heartily 
wished  his  voyage  might  have  a  safe  termination.  It 
had  80,  and  much  sooner  than  he  apprehended :  for 
the  place  of  festivity  was  not  four  mues  distant  n-om 
the  sepulchral  island,  being  chosen  to  suit  the  Chief- 
tain's course,  which  lay  to  the  south-east,  so  soon  as 
the  banquet  should  be  concluded. 

A  bajr  on  the  southern  side  of  Loch  Tay  presented 
a  beautiful  beach  of  sparkling  sand,  on  which  the 
boats  might  land  with  ease,  and  a  diy  meadow,  co- 
vered with  luif,  verdant  considering  the  season,  be- 
hind and  around  which  rose  high  banks,  fringed  with 
copse  wood,  and  displaying  the  lavish  preparations 
which  had  been  made  for  the  entertainment. 

The  Highlanders,  well  known  for  ready  hatchet- 
men,  had  constructed  a  long  arbour  or  sylvan  ban- 
qaeting-room,  capable  of  receiving  two  hundred  men, 
while  a  number  of  smaller  huts  around  seemed  in- 
tended for  sleeping  apartments.  The  uprights,  the 
couples,  and  rooftree  of  the  temporary  hall,  were  com- 
posed of  mountain-pine,  still  covered  with  its  bark. 
The  A^me-work  of  the  sides  was  of  planks  or  spars 
of  the  same  material,  closely  interwoven  with  the 
leafy  boughs  of  the  fir  and  other  evergreens^  which 
the  ndighbouring  woods  afforded,  while  the  hiUs  had 
famished  plenty  of  heath  to  form  the  roof.  Within 
this  sylvan  palace  the  most  important  personages  pre- 
sent were  invited  to  hold  high  festival.  Others  of  less 
note  were  to  feast  in  various  long  sheds,  constructed 
with  less  care ;  and  tables  of  sod,  or  rough  planks, 
placed  in  the  open  air,  were  allotted  to  the  number- 
less multitude.  At  a  distance  were  to  be  seen  piles  of 
glowing  charcoal  or  blazing  wood,  around  which 
countless  cooks  toiled,  bustled,  and  fretted,  like  so 
many  demons  working  in  their  native  element.  Pits, 
wrought  in  the  hill-sioe,  and  lined  with  heated  stones, 
served  as  ovens  for  stewing  immense  quantities  of 
beef^  mutton,  and  verfison— wooden  spits  supported 
sheeo  and  goats^  which  were  roasted  entire ;  others 
were  cut  into  jomtSL  and  seathed  in  caldrons  made  of 
the  animal's  own  skins,  sewed  hastily  together  and 
filled  with  water ;  while  huge  quantities  of  pike,  trout, 
nlmon,  and  char,  were  broiled  with  more  ceremony 
on  glowing  embers.  The  Glover  had  seen  many  a 
Highland  Danquet,  but  never  one  the  preparations 
for  which  were  on  such  a  scale  of  barbarous  profu- 
sbn. 

He  had  little  time,  however,  to  admire  the  scene 
around  him :  for,  as  soon  as  they  landed  on  the  beach, 
the  Booshalloch  observed  with  some  embarrassment, 
that  as  they  had  not  been  bidden  to  the  table  of  the 
dais,  to  which  he  seemed  to  have  expected  an  invita- 
tion, they  had  best  secure  a  place  in  one  of  the  inferi- 
or bothies  or  booths;  and  was  leading  the  way  in 
that  direction,  when  he  was  stopped  by  one  of  the  bo- 
dy-guards, seeming  to  act  as  master  of  ceremonies, 
who  whispered  something  in  his  ear. 

"I  thought  BO,"  said  the  herdsman,  much  relieved, 
"  I  thought  neither  the  stranger,  nor  the  man  that 
has  my  charge,  would  be  left  out  at  the  high  table." 
They  were  conducted  accordingly  into  tne  ample 
lodge,  within  which  were  long  ranges  of  tables  al- 
reaav  mostly  occupied  by  the  guests,  while  those  who 
acted  as  domestics  were  placing  upon  them  the  abun- 
dant thot«h  rude  materials  of  the  festival.  The  young 
Chief,  although  he  certainly  saw  the  Glover  and  the 
herdsman  enter,  did  not  address  any  personal  salute 
to  either,  and  their  places  were  assigned  them  in  a 
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distant  corner,  far  beneath  the  Salt,  (a  hiige  piece  of 
antique  silver-platcu)  the  only  article  of  value  that  the 
table  di4>layed,  and  which  was  regarded  by  the  Clan 
as  a  species  of  palladium,  only  produced  and  used  on 
4he  most  solemn  occasions,  such  as  the  present. 

The  Booshalloch,  somewhat  discontented,  mutter- 
ed to  Simon  as  he  took  his  place— *'  These  are 
changed  days,  fnend.  His  father,  rest  his  soul,  would 
have  spoken  to  us  both ;  but  these  are  bad  maimers 
which  ne  has  learned  among  you  Sassenachs  in  the 
Low  Country." 

To  this  remark  the  Glover  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  reply ;  instead  of  which  he  adverted  to  the 
evergreens,  and  particularly  to  the  skins  and  other 
ornaments  with  which  the  interior  of  the  bower  was 
decorated.  The  most  remarkable  part  of  these  orna- 
ments was  a  number  of  Highland  snirts  of  mail,  with 
steel-bonnets,  battle-axes,  tuid  two-handed  swords 
to  match,  which  hung  around  the  upper  part  of  the 
room,  together  with  targets  highly  and  richly  em- 
bossed. Each  mail  shirt  was  hui^over  a  well- 
dressed  stag's  hide,  which  at  once  displayed  the  ar- 
mour to  advantage,  and  saved  it  from  suffering  by 
danip. 

"ThescL"  whispered  the  Booshalloch,  "are  the 
arms  of  the  chosen  champions  of  the  Clan  Quhele. 
They  are  twenty-nine  in  number,  as  you  see,  Eachin 
himself  beine  the  thirtieth,  who  wears  his  armour  to- 
day, else  haoT  there  been  thirtv.  And  he  has  not  got 
such  a  good  hauberk  after  all,  as  he  should  wear  on 
Palm  Siinday.  These  nine  suits  of  harness,  of  such 
large  size,  are  for  the  Leichtach,  from  whom  so  much 
IS  expected." 

I' And  these  goodly  deer-hides,"  said  Simon,  the- 
spmt  of  his  profession  awakening  at  the  sight  of  the 

foods  in  which  he  traded,— "think  vou  the  Chief  will 
e  disposed  to  chaffer  for  them  7— they  are  in  demand 
for  the  doublets  which  knights  wear  under  their  ar- 


mour. 


"Did  I  not  pray  you."  said  Niel  Booshalloch,  "to 
say  nothing  on  that  subject?" 

It  is  the  mail  shirts  I  speak  of,"  said  Simon,-— 
"  may  I  ask  if  any  of  them  were  made  by  our  cele- 
brated Perth  armourer,  called  Henry  of  the  Wynd  T* 

"Thou  art  more  unlucky  than  before,"  said  Niel; 
"  that  man's  name  is  to  Eachin's  temper  like  a  whirl- 
wind upon  the  lake ;  yet  no  man  knows  for  what 
cause." 

"  I  can  guess,"  thought  our  Glover,  but  gave  no 
utterance  to  the  thought;  and,  having  twice  ligbte<l 
on  unpleasant  subjects  of  conversation,  he  prepared 
to  apply  himself,  like  those  around  him,  to  hia  food, 
without  starting  another  topic. 

We  have  said  as  much  of  the  preparations  as  may 
lead  the  reader  to  conclude  that  the  festival,  in  re- 
spect of  the  quality  of  the  food,  was  of  the  most  rude 
description,  consisting  chiefly  of  huge  joints  of  meat, 
which  were  consumed  with  little  respect  to  the  fast- 
ing season,  although  several  of  the  friars  of  the  Island 
Convent  graced  and  hallowed  the  board  by  their  pre- 
sence. The  platters  were  of  wood.and  so  were  the  hoop- 
ed cogues  or  cups,  out  of  which  the  guests  quaffed  their 
liquor,  as  also  the  broth  or  juice  of  the  meat,  which 
was  held  a  delicacy.  There  were  also  various  pre- 
parations of  milk  which  were  highly  esteemed,  and 
were  eaten  out  of  similar  vessels.  Bread  was  the 
scarcest  articje  at  the  banquet,  but  the  Glover  and 
his  patron  Niel  were  served  with  two  small  loaves 
expressly  for  their  own  use.  In  eating,  as  indeed 
was  then  the  case  all  over  Britain,  the  guests  used 
their  knives  called  skenes.  or  the  large  poniards 
named  dirks,  without  troubling  themselves  by  the 
reflection  that  they  might  occasionally  have  served 
different  or  more  fatal  purposes. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  table  stood  a  vacant  seat, 
elevated  a  step  or  two  above  the  floor.  It  was  cover- 
ed with  a  canopy  of  hollow  boughs  and  ivy.  and 
there  rested  against  it  a  sheathed  sword  and  a  folded 
banner.  This  had  been  the  seat  of  the  deceased 
Chieftain,  and  was  leA  vacant  in  honour  of  him. 
Eachin  occupied  a  lower  chair  on  the  right  hand  of 
the  place  of  honour. 

The  reader  would  be  greatly  mistaken  who  should 
follow  out  this  description,  by  supposing  that  the 
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guests  behaved  like  a  herd  of  hungry  wolves,  rushing 
upon  a  feast  rarely  offered  to  them.  On  the  contrary, 
the  Clan  Quhele  conducted  themselves  with  that 
species  of  courteous  reserve  and  attention  .to  the 
wants  of  others,  which  is  often  found,  in  primitive 
nations,  especiallv  such  as  are  aiwavs  in  arms ;  be- 
cause a  general  observance  of  the  niles  of  courtesy  is 
necessary  to  prevent  ouarrels,  bloodshed,  and  death. 
The  guests  took  the  places  assigned  them  bvTociuil 
of  the  Oak,  who,  acting  as  Mariachal  Taek,  i.  e. 
sewer  of  the  mess,  touched  with  a  wliite  wand,  with- 
out flpeaking  a  word,  the  place  where  each  was  to 
sit  Thus  placed  in  order,  the  company  patiently 
waited  for  the  portion  assigned  them,  which  was  dis- 
tributed among  them  by  the  Leichtach ;  the  bravest 
men,  or  more  distinguished  warriors  of  the  tribe, 
being  accommodated  with  a  double  mess,  emphati- 
cally called  bieji/irt  or  the  portion  of  a  man.  When 
the  sewers  themselves  had  seen  every  one  served, 
thev  resumed  their  places  at  the  festival,  and  were 
each  served  with  one  of  these  lai^er  messes  of  food. 
Water  was  placed  within  each  man's  reach,  and  a 
handAil  of  soft  moss  served  the  purposes  of  a  table- 
napkin,  80  that,  as  at  an  Eastern  banquet,  the  hands 
were  washed  as  often  as  the  mess  was  changed.  For 
amusement,  the  bard  recited  the  praises  of  the  de- 
ceased Chic^  and  expressed  the  clan's  confidence  in 
the  blossoming  virtues  of  his  Mccessor.  The  Sea- 
nachie  recited  the  genealogy  of  the  tribe,  which  they 
traced  to  the  race  of  the  Dalriads ;  the  harpers  played 
within,  while  the  war-pipes  cheered  the  multitude 
without  The  conversation  among  the  guests  was 
grave,  subdued,  and  civil— no  jest  was  attempted  be- 

irond  the  bounds  of  a  very  gentle  pleasantry,  calcu- 
ated  only  to  excite  a  passing  smile.  There  were  no 
raised  voices,  no  contentious  arguments ;  and  Simon 
Glover  had  heard  a  hundred  times  more  noise  at  a 
guild-feast  in  Perth,  than  was  made  on  this  occasion 
By  two  hundred  wild  mountaineers. 

Even  the  hquor  itself  did  not  seem  to  raise  the  fes- 
tive party  above  the  same  tone  of  decorous  gravity. 
It  was  of  various  kinds— wine  appeared  in  very  small 
quantities,  and  was  served  out  only  to  the  principal 
guests,  among  which  honoured  number  Simon  Glo- 
ver was  again  included.  The  wine  and  the  two 
wbeaten  loves  were  indeed  the  only  marks  of  notice 
which  he  received  during  the  feast ;  but  Niel  Boo- 
shalloch,  jjealous  of  his  master's  reputation  for  hos- 
pitalily,  failed  not  to  enlarge  on  them  as  proofs  of 
nigh  distinction.  Distilled  HquorflL  since  so  generally 
used  in  the  Highlands,  were  then  comparativelv 
unknown.  The  usquebaugh  was  circulated  in  small 
quantities,  and  was  hig^ily  flavoured  with  a  deooc- 
tx>n  of  saffron  and  other  herbs,  so  as  to  resemble 
a  medicinal  potion,  rather  than  a  festive  cordial. 
Cider  and  mead  were  seen  at  the  entertainment,  but 
ale,  brewed  in  great  quantities  for  the  purpose^  and 
flowing  round  without  restriction,  was  the  liquor 
generally  used,  and  that  was  drunk  with  a  modera- 
aoQ  much  less  known  among  the  more  modem 
Highlanders.  A  cup  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased 
Chieftain  was  the  nrst  pledge  solemnly  proclaimed 
after  the  banquet  wss  nnished ;  and  a  low  murmur 
of  benedictions  was  heard  from  the  company,  while 
the  monks  alone,  uplifting  their  united  voices,  sung 
Requiem  etemam  dona.  An  unusual  silence  follow- 
ed, as  if  something  extraordinary  was  expected, 
when  Eachin  arose,  with  a  bold  and  manly  yet  mo- 
dest grace,  and  ascended  the  vacant  seat  or  throne, 
saying  with  dignity  and  firmness — 

nrhis  seat,  and  my  father's  inheritance,  I  claim  as 
my  rkht— so  prosper  me  God  and  St.  Barr !" 

How  will  you  rule  your  father's  children?"  said 
an  old  man,  the  uncle  of  the  deceased. 

"  I  will  defend  them  with  my  father's  sword,  and 
distribute  justice  to  them  under  my  Isther's  banner." 

The  ola  man,  with  a  trembling  hand,  unsheathed 
the  ponderous  weapon,  and  holding  it  by  the  blade, 
offered  the  hilt  to  the  young  Chieftain's  grasp;  at  the 
same  time  Torquil  of  the  Oak  unfurled  the  pennon  of 
the  tribe,  and  swung  it  repeatedly  over  Eachin's 
head,  who,  Mrith  singular  grace,  ana  dexterity,  bran- 
dished the  huge  claymore  as  in  its  defence.  The 
guests  raised  s  yelling  shout,  to  testify  their  accept- 


ance of  the  patriarchal  Chief  who  claimed  dior  db- 
giance,  nor  was  there  any  who,  in  the  gracefid  aad 
agile  youth  before  them,  was  disposed  to  recollect  th» 
subject  of  sinister  vaticinationsi  As  he  stood  ia  ill* 
tering  mail,  resting  on  the  long  sword,  and  ackoov- 
ledging  by  gracious  gestures  the  acclamations  wfaid 
rent  the  atr  within,  without,  and  around,  Sinma 
Glover  was  tempted  to  doubt  whether  this  miQalie 
figure  was  that  of  the  same  lad  whom  he  had  oAci 
treated  with  Uttle  ceremony,  and  b^^an  to  have  tone 
apprehension  of  the  qonsemienoes  of  having  done  ml 
A  general  burst  of  minstrelsy  succeeded  to  the  tedt- 
mations,  and  rock  and  greenwood  rang  to  haip  tad 
pipes,  as  lately  to  shout  and  yell  of  wo. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  pursue  the  progress  of  ike 
inaugural  feast,  or  detail  the  pledges  tha*  werequfid 
to  former  heroes  of  the  dan,  and  above  all  to  tk 
twenty-nine  brave  Gallowglasses  who  were  to  fAi 
in  the  approaching  conflict,  under  the  eye  and  lesd^ 
of  their  young  Chief.  The  bards,  assumingi  in  on 
times,  the  prophetic  character  combined  with  tbcr 
own,  ventured  to  assure  them  of  the  most  dima* 
guished  victory,  and  to  predict  the  fury  with  mVA 
the  Blue  Falcon,  the  emblem  of  the  Clan  Qohck 
should  rend  to  pieces  the  Motmtain-cat,  the  «dl- 
known  badge  of  the  Clan  Chattan. 

It  was  approaching  sunset,  when  a  bowl,  cdU 
the  grsce-cup,  made  of  oak,  hooped  with  sOvcr,  «« 
handed  round  the  table  as  the  signal  of  diqxrBOB, 
although  it  was  left  free  to  any  who  chose  i  looier 
carouse  to  retreat  to  any  of  the  outer  bothies.  As  w 
Simon  Glover,  the  Booshalloch  conducted  him  tsi 
smalt  hut  contrived,  it  would  seem,  for  the  oseof  t 
single  individual,  where  a  bed  of  neath  and  mm 
was  arranged  as  well  as  the  season  would  pemrt. 
and  an  ample  supply  of  such  delicacies  as  the  la* 
feast  afibrded,  showed  that  all  care  had  beeo  taka 
for  the  inhabitant's  accommodation. 

"  Do  not  leave  this  hut,"  said  the  BoosfaaUodi. 
taking  leave  of  his  friend  and  protege ;  "  thii  is  yov 
place  of  rest.  But  apartments  are  lost  oo  foch  i 
night  of  confusion,  and  if  the  badger  leaves  fail  hcliN 
the  tod*  will  creep  into  it" 

To  Simon  Glover  this  arrangement  was  by  bo 
means  disagreeable.  He  had  been  wearied  bf  tk 
noise  of  the  day,  and  felt  desirous  of  repose.  iAff 
eating,  therefore,  a  morsel,  which  his  sppetite  Bcua 
required,  and  drinking  a  cup  of  wine  to  eipel  the 
cold,  he  muttered  his  evening  prayer.  wrq»t  YmtM 
in  his  cloak,  and  lay  down  on  a  coucn  which  old  u- 

Suaintance  had  made  familiar  and  easy  to  him.  Hi 
um  and  murmur,  and  even  the  oocasional  sbouiaflf 
some  of  the  festive  multitude  who  oontinned  renllaf 
without,  did  not  long  interrupt  his  repose;  sodii 
about  ten  minutes  he  was  as  last  asleep  as  if  he  bad 
lain  in  his  own  bed  in  Curfew  Street 


CHAPTER   XXIX. 

Still  iMrpiiif  on  mj  dacf  hter.— 


Two  nours  before  the  black-cock  crew,  Sasos 
Glover  was  awakened  by  a  well-known  voice,  vUa 
called  him  by  name. 

"  What,  Conachar!"  he  repUed,  as  be  started  fioB 
his  sleep^  "is  the  morning  so  far  advanoedrisd 
raising  his  eyes,  the  person  of  whom  he  was  drBa» 
ing  stood  before  him ;  and  at  the  same  roooMat,  vm 
events  of  yesterday  rushing  on  his  recollectioB,  ■ 
saw  with  suQ>riso  that  the  vision  retained  the  IbfB 
which  sleep  had  assigned  it,  end  it  was  not  the  ■■- 
clad  Highland  Chicj;  with  claymore  in  hand,  ••  be 
had  seen  him  the  preceding  night,  but  CoDSchirfli 
Curfew  Street  in  his  humble  apprentice's  j^iMiU* 
ing  in  his  hand  a  switch  of  oak.  An  appantwa  ««■ 
not  more  have  surprised  our  Perth  buii^ier.  A*  * 
gazed  with  wonder,  the  youth  turned  upon  biv  • 
piece  of  lighted  bog- wood  which  he  carried  ioaBS- 
tem,  and  to  his  waking  exclamation  repbed,— 

"  Even  so,  father  Simon ;  it  is  Conachar,  cow>g 
renew  our  old  acquaintance,  when  our  iniefooani 
will  attract  least  notice." 

So  sajnng,  he  sat  down  on  a  tresasl  which  •■ 
«  Tod,  Snttim  ftir  fiw. 
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inmd  llu  purpose  of  a  chair,  and  placing  the  lantern 
bnde  him,  proceeded  in  the  most  friendly  tone. 

"I  have  tuted  of  thy  good  cheer  many  a  day, 
bher  Simon— I  tniat  thou  naat  found  no  lack  in  my 

*>ooewhtteTer,  Eachin  Maclaii,"  answered  the 
6biBr,-(OT  the  oimplictty  of  the  Celtic  language  and 
wucn  rejects  oil  honorary  titles :  "  it  was  even 
MiDod  for  this  fasting-oeason,  and  much  too  good 
fefM^flocel  must  be  ashamed  to  think  how  hard 
mftredin Curfew  Street." 

'Zvta  too  well,  to  use  your  own  word,"  said  Co- 
■dHr.  "for  the  deserts  of  an  idle  apprentice,  and 
ftriite  wants  of  a  young  Higlilander.  But  yesterday, 
limwaa,  as  I  trust,  enough  of  food,  found  you  not, 
pd  Glover,  fome  lack  of  courteous  welcome  ?  Ex- 
mitoot,— I  know  you  did  so.  But  I  am  young  in 
aiociirwith  my  people,  and  I  must  not  too  early 


1  unaerBiBna  ine  cause  eniu^iy.     saia  oimon; 

'ad  dkreforc  it  is  unwillingly,  ana  as  it  were  by 
htt,  that  I  have  made  so  early  a  visit  hither." 

'Haifa,  ^ther,  hush  !  It  is  well  you  ore  come  to 
^fiMneof  my  Highland  splendour  while  it  j-et  spar- 
Wm  Rftum  after  Palm- Sunday,  and  who  knows 
I  or  what  you  may  find  in  the  territories  we  now 
•  !  The  Wild-cat  may  have  made  his  lodge 
J  the  banqueting  bower  of  Maclan  now  stands. ' 

Ae  foung  Chief  was  silent,  and  pressed  the  top  of 
■trod  to  his  lips,  ss  if  to  guard  against  uttering  more. 

"Ilwreis  no  fear  of  that,  Eachin,"  said  Simon,  in 
All  Taitue  way  in  which  lukewarm  comforters  en- 
Wmaat  to  turn  the  reflections  of  their  friends  from  the 
vnderation  of  inevitable  danger. 

"Tbere  u  fear,  and  there  is  peril  of  utter  ruin,"  an- 
Mnd  Eachin;  "ond  there  is  positive  certainty  of 
pat  loss.  I  marvel  my  father  consented  to  this  wily 
JNposal  of  Albany.  I  would  MacGillie  Chattachan 
nid  aaree  with  me,  and  then,  instead  of  wasting 
■rhctt  Diood  agoinst  eoch  other,  we  would  go  down 
jVdter  to  Stratnmore,  and  kilt  and  take  possession. 
Ivooki  rule  at  Perth,  and  he  at  Dundee,  and  all  the 
wai  Strath  should  be  our  own  to  the  banks  of  the 
KilhofTay.  Such  is  the  policy  I  have  caught  from 
^old  gray  head,^  father  Simon,  when  holding  a 
^■dier  at  thy  bacK,  and  listening  to  thy  evening 
ttwith  Boihe  Craigdallie." 
^be  tongm  is  well  called  an  unruly  member," 
Wht  the  Glover.  "  Here  have  I  been  holdings 
Mntothedevil,  to  show  him  the  way  to  mischief." 
'1  lit  he  only  said  aloud,  '*  These  plans  come  too 
■t" 

V*Too  late  indeed  !"  answered  Eachin.  "  The  in- 
pten  of  battle  ore  signed  by  our  marks  and  seals ; 
}■  bominff  hate  of  tne  Clan  Quhele  and  Clan 
wtan  is  blown  up  to  an  inextinguishable  flame  by 
■Bui  insults  and  boasts.  Ves,  the  time  is  passed 
^■--^Bui  to  thine  own  afikirs,  father  Glover.  It  is 
■lioa  that  has  brought  thee  hither,  as  I  learn  from 
w  Booahalloch.  Surely,  my  ezpenence  of  thy  pru- 
■Kedid  not  lead  nie  to  suspect  thee  of  any  quarrel 
,  Jit  Mother  Church.  As  for  my  old  acquaintance, 
'ner  Clement,  he  is  one  of  those  who  hunt  after  the 
2*0  of  martyrdom,  and  think  a  stake,  surrounded 
jwUazing  fagots,  better  worth  embracing  than  a 
ffBl bride.  He'iBB.  very  knight-errant  in  defence  of 
[■NUSioua  notions,  and  does  battle  wherever  he 
i  |*ML  He  hath  already  a  quarrel  with  the  monks  of 
I  Prf  I  Isle  yonder,  about  some  point  of  doctrine— 

IbaTej"  answered  Simon  ;  "  but  we  spoke  little 
!  iGm  the  time  being  pressing." 
w  mav  have  said  that  there  is  a  thu^  person.— one 

Cnkdy,  I  think,  to  be  a  true  fugitive  for  religion, 

C other  you,  a  shrewd  citizen,  or  he,  a  wrangUng 
B(r,~who  would  bo  right  heartily  welcome  to 
(oorprotectMn  7— Thou  ort  dull,  man,  and  wilt 
^*PMa  my  meanmg— Thy  daughter,  Catharine  1" 
^uae last  words  die  vmins  Chipf  sooke  in  Enslish : 


bering  what  the  Carthusian  had  (old  him,  "  is  well 
and  safe." 

"  But  where,  or  with  whom  7"  said  the  young 
Chief.  "And  wherefore  came  she  not  with  you 7 
Think  you  the  Clan  Quhele  have  no  caillachB,*"  as  ac- 
tive as  old  Dorothy,  whose  hand  has  warmed  mv  haf- 
fitst  before  now,  to  wait  upon  the  daughter  of^  their 
Chieftain's  master  7" 

"  Again  1  thank  you,"  said  the  Glover,  "and  doubt 
neither  your  power  nor  your  will  lo  protect  my  daugh- 
ter, as  well  as  myself  But  on  honourable  lady,  the 
friend  of  Sir  Patrick  Charteris,  hath  offercxl  ner  a 
safe  place  of  refuge,  without  the  risk  of  a  toilsome 
journey  through  a  desolate  and  distracted  country." 

"  Oh,  ay,— Sir  Patrick  Charteris,"  said  flachin,  in 
a  more  reserved  and  distant  tone —  *  he  must  be  pre- 
ferred to  all  men,  without  doubt ;  he  is  your  friend,  I 
think  7" 

Simon  Glover  longed  to  punish  this  afTectation  of 
a  boy,  who  had  been  scolded  four  times  a-day  for 
running  into  the  street  to  see  Sir  Patrick  Charteris 
ride  past ;  but  he  checked  his  spirit  of  repartee,  and 
simply  said,— 

"  Sir  Patrick  Charteris  has  been  Provost  of  Perth 
for  seven  years ;  and  it  is  likely  is  so  still,  since  the 
magistrates  arc  elected,  not  in  Lent,  but  at  St.  Mar- 
tinmas." 

"  Ah,  father  Glover,"  said  the  youth,  in  his  kinder 
and  more  familiar  mode  of  address,  "  you  are  so  used 
to  see  the  sumptuous  shows  and  pageants  of  Perth, 
that  you  would  but  little  relish  our  barbarous  festival 
in  comparison.  What  didst  thou  think  of  our  cere- 
monial of  yesterday  7" 

"It  was  noble  and  touching."  said  the  Glover; 
"  and  to  me,  who  knew  your  father,  most  especially 
so.  When  you  rested  on  the  sword,  and  looked 
around  you,  methought  I  saw  mine  old  friend  GKl- 
christ  Maclan  arisen  from  the  dead,  and  renewed  in 
years  and  in  strength." 

"  I  played  my  part  there  boldly,  I  trust ;  and 
showed  little  of  that  paltry  apprentice  boy,  whom  you 
used  to— use  just  as  ne  deserve*!." 

"  Eachin  resembles  Coiiachar,"  said  the  Glover, 
"  no  more  than  a  salmon  resembles  a  par,  though 
men  say  they  are  the  same  flsh  in  a  diflerent  state ; 
or  thon  n  butterfly  resembles  a  grub." 

"  Thinkest  thou  that  while  I  was  tpJcing  upon  me 
the  power  which  all  women  love,  I  would  have  been 
myself  an  object  for  a  maiden's  eye  to  rest  uoon  7— 
To  speak  plain,  what  would  Catharine  have  thought 
of  me  in  the  ceremonial  7" 

"  Wc  approach  the  shallows  now,"  thought  Simon 
Glover }  and  without  nice  pilotage,  we  drive  rig^t 
on  shore." 

"  Most  women  Uke  uhow,  Eachin !  but  I  think  my 
daughter  Catharine  be  an  exception.  She  woidd 
rejoice  in  the  good  fortune  of  her  household  friend 
and  playmate ;  but  she  would  not  value  the  splendid 
Maclan,  Captain  of  Clan  Quhele,  more  than  the  or- 
phan Conachar." 

"  She  is  ever  generous  and  disinterested,"  rephed 
the  youns  ChiefV  "  But  yourself,  father,  have  seen 
the  world  for  many  more  years  than  she  has  dona 
and  can  better  form  a  judgment  what  power  and 
wealth  do  for  those  who  enjoy  them.  Think,  and 
speak  sincerely,  what  would  be  your  own  thoughts, 
it  you  saw  your  Catharine  standing  under  yonder 
canopy,  with  the  command  over  a  hundred  hills, 
and  the  devoted  obedience  of  ten  thousand  vassals ; 
and  as  the  price  of  these  advantages,  her  hand  in  that 
of  the  man  who  loves  her  the  best  in  the  world  7" 

"Meaning  in  your  own,  Connchar7"  said  Simon. 

"  Ay,  Conachar  call  me— I  love  the  name,  since 
it  was  by  that  I  have  been  known  to  Catharine." 

"  Sincerely,  then,"  said  the  Glover,  endeavouring 
to  give  the  least  offensive  turn  to  his  reply,  "  my  in- 
most thought  would  be  the  earnest  wish  that  Catha- 
rine and  I  were  safe  in  our  humble  booth  in  CiurfiBW 
Street,  with  Dorothy  for  our  only  vassal." 

"And  with  poor  Conachar  also,  I  trust 7  You 
would  not  leove  him  to  pine  away  m  solitary  gran- 
deur 7" 

"  I  would  not,"  answered  the  Glover,  "  wish  so  ill 
•  Old  women.  ^  i.  §'.  Bond  mj  eon. 
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to  the  Clan  Quhcle,  mine  ancient  friends,  as  to  de- 
prive them,  at  tin-  nioniHit  uf  cinerj^cncy,  of  a  brave 
young  Chief,  nnd  that  Chief  of  the  fainif  which  ht-  is 
about  to  acquire  iit  (heir  head  in  the  approaching' con- 
flict." 

Eachin  hit  his  hp,to  suppress  his  irritatwl  feirlinns,  as 
he  ropHod,  — "  Words— words,--cn»pty  words,  lather 
Simon.  Vou  fear  the  Clan  Quhele  more  than  yon 
love  them,  and  vou  supiKtse  their  indij^nation  wuuld 
be  formidable,  should  their  Chief  marry  the  daughter 
of  a  burpress  of  Perth." 

"  And  if  I  do  fear  such  an  issue,  Hector  Marian, 
have  I  not  reason?  How  have  ill-assorted  marriagi's 
had  issue  in  the  House  of  MacCallanmore,  in  that  of 
the  powerful  MncLcans,  nay,  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Isles  themselves  ?  What  has  ever  come  of  them  but 
divorce  and  exheredation— sometimes  worse  fate,  lo 
the  ambitious  intruder  7  You  could  not  niarrv  my 
child  before  a  priest,  and  you  could  onlv  wed  her 
with  your  left  hand  :  und  1" — he  checked  the  strain 
of  imnetuosity  which  the  subject  inspired,  and  con- 
cludea,— '*  And  I  am  an  honest,  tiiough  humble 
burgher  of  Perth,  who  would  rather  my  child  were 
the  lawful  and  undoubted  si>ouse  of  a  citizen  in  my 
own  rank,  than  the  licensed  concu'ouie  of  a  mo- 
narch." 

"I  will  wt^  Catharine  before  thenriest  and  before 
the  world, — before  the  altar  and  before  the  black 
stones  of  lona,"  said  the  impetuous  young  man. 
'*.She*is  the  love  of  my  youth,  and  there  is  not  a  tie 
in  reli;don  or  honour,  but  I  will  bind  niy£<elf  by  them  ! 
I  have  sounded  my  people.  If  we  do  but  win  tliis 
combat— and,  with  the  hope  of  gaining  (.'atharine,  we 
KiiAU.  win  it — my  heart  tells  me  so — I  shall  he  so 
much  lord  over  their  aflfeclions,  that  were  I  to  take  a 
bride  from  the  alms-house,  so  it  was  my  pleasure, 
thc-v  would  hail  her  as  if  she  were  a  dausliter  of  Mac- 
Caflanmore.— But  you  reject  my  suit?"  soid  Darhin, 
sternly. 

"You  put  words  of  offence  in  my  mouth,"  said  i!ie 
old  man,  **  and  may  next  punish  me  for  them,  since 
1  am  wholly  in  your  power.  But  with  my  consent 
my  daughter  shall  never  wed,  save  in  her  own  de- 
pree.  Her  heart  would  break  amid  the  constant 
wars  and  scenes  of  bloodshed  which  connect  them- 
Kclves  with  your  lot.  If  you  really  love  her,  and  re- 
collect her  dread  of  strife  and  combat,  you  would  not 
wish  her  to  be  subjected  to  the  train  of  military'  hor- 
rors in  which  you,  like  3'our  father,  must  nee<is  be 
inevitably  and  eternally  engaged.  Choose  a  bride 
amongst  the  daughters  of  the  mountain-chiefs,  my 
son,  or  fier>'  Lowland  nobles.  You  are  fair,  youn^, 
rich,  hidi-born.  and  powerful,  and  will  not  woo  in 
vain.  You  will  readily  find  one  who  will  rejoice  in 
your  conquests,  and  cheer  you  under  defeat.  To  Co- 
iharine,  the  one  would  be  as  frightful  as  the  other. 
A  warrior  must  wear  a  steel  gauntlet— a  glove  of  kid- 
skin  would  he  torn  to  pieces  m  an  hour.' 

A  dark  cloud  passed  jover  the  face  of  the  young 
ChiefJ  lately  animated  with  so  much  fire 

"  Farewell,"  ho  said,  "  the  only  hope,  which  could 
have  lighted  me  to  fame  or  victor>' !  — He  remained 
for  a  space  silent,  and  intensely  thoughtful  with 
downcast  eyes,  a  lowering  brow,  and  folded  arms. 
At  length  he  raise^l  his  hands,  and  said,  "  Father, — 
for  such  you  have  been  to  me,— I  am  about  to  tell  you 
a  secret.  Reason  and  Pride  both  adxnse  me  to  be 
silent,  but  Fate  urges  me,  and  must  be  obeyed.  I  am 
about  to  lodge  in  you  the  deepest  and  dearest  secret 
that  man  ever  confided  to  man.  But  beware— end 
this  conference  how  it  will  -beware  how  you  over 
breathe  a  syllable  of  what  1  oni  now  to  trust  to  you ; 
for  know,  tnat  were  you  to  do  so  in  the  most  remote 
corner  of  Scotland,  f  have  ears  to  hear  it  even  there, 
and  a  hand  and  poniard  to  reach  a  traitor's  bosom. 
—I  am— but  the  wonl  will  not  out !" 

"  Do  not  speak  it  then,"  said  the  pndent  Glover ; 
"  a  secret  is  no  longer  safe  when  it  crawco  the  lips 


of  him  who  owns  it ;  and  I  desire  not  a  confidence  so 
dangerous  as  you  menace  me  with." 

"  Ay,  but  I  must  speak,  and  you  must  hear,"  said 
the  youth.  "In  this  age  of  battle,  father,  you  have 
yourself  been  a  combatant  7" 

"Once only," replied  Simon,  "when  the  Southron 


assaulted  the  Fair  City.  I  was  summoned  lo  lakt 
my  part  in  the  di-fcnce,  as  my  tenure  required,  Uki 
that  of  other  craftsmen,  who  arc  bound  to  keiei 
watch  and  ward." 

"And  how  fill  you  U]!on  tliat  iiiutii.r?'*  inqnirM 
the  young  Chit  f. 

"Wliiit  can  that  import  to  the  pre^Hiit  business  1* 
s:ii(l  Simon,  in  some  s-urprise. 

"Much,  elsf  I  had  not  askr-d  iIr' question,"  ao* 
swertil  Kachin,  in  the  tone  cf  ltau|{htincss  wbid 
from  time  to  time  he  assumed. 

"  An  old  man  is  easily  brought  lo  ppiak  of  olda 
times,"  said  Simon,  not  unwilling  on  an  instant*! 
reflection,  to  lead  the  conversation  away  from  ihi 
subject  of  his  daughter,  "and  I  must  ntidsoonlcM 
my  feelings  were  nmcn  short  of  the  high  cheein 
confidence,  nay,  the  [ileasure,  with  which  I  havceecB 
other  men  go  to  buttle.    My  life  and  profession  wen 
peaceful,  and  though  I  have  not  wanted  the  spirit  d 
ii  man,  when  the  tinie  demanded  it.  yet  I  haveselcbn 
slept  worse  than  tlie  night  before  that  onslaught.  My 
ideas  were  harrowed  bv  the  tah  s  we  were  told  (no- 
thing short  of  the  trutb)  about  the  Saxon  nrclicni 
how  they  drew  shafts  of  a  c!oth-yard  length,  ana 
used  bowifi  a  third  longer  than  ours.    When  1  fell  iolo 
a  broken  slumber,  if  but  a  straw  in  the  mattrm 
pricked  my  side,  I  starred  and  waked,  thinking  u 
English  arrow  was  quivering  in  my  body.    la  tbe 
morning,  us  I  beg'in  lor  very  weariness  lo  nnk  iaio 
some  n-pose,  I  was  wnkid  by  the  tolling  of  the  con* 
mon  bell,  which  calltxl  us  burghers  to  the  walls ^I 
never  heani  its  sound  peal  so  like  a  passing  kod 
before  or  since." 

"  Go  on— what  farther  chanced  ?"  demandtd 
Eachin. 

"  1  did  on  my  harness,"  said  Simon,  "  such  u  it 
was— took  my  inoiher's  blessing,  o  high-spirited  mh 
man,  who  spoke  of  my  father's  actions  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Fair  Town.  This  heartened  mc,  and  I 
felt  still  holder  when  I  found  myself  ranked  .imonfr 
the  otht-r  crafts,  all  l>owmen,  for  thou  knowes:  the 
Perth  eifizons  have  goofl  skill  in  archery.  We  vtn 
dispersed  on  the  walls,  several  knights  onH  squint 
in  armour  of  proof  being  mingled  amongst  t:^  wbjl 
kept  a  bold  countenance,  confident  i>cihaps  in  thdr 
harness,  and  intormcd  up,  for  our  encouragemeiL 
that  they  would  cut  down  with  their  sworas  ni 
axes,  any  of  those  who  should  attempt  to  quit  iher 
post.  I  was  kindly  assured  of  this  myself  by  theflU 
Kempe  of  Kinfanns,  us  he  was  called,  this  good  9k 
Patrick's  father,  then  our  Provost.  He  was  a  gran^ 
son  of  the  Red  Rover.  Tom  of  T  .ongueville,  and  i 
likely  man  to  keep  his  word,  which  he  addressed  It 
me  in  especial,  because  a  night  of  much  difcomfiirt 
may  have  made  me  look  paler  than  usual ;  and  be- 
sides, I  was  but  a  lad." 

"  .'\nd  did  his  exhortation  add  to  your  fear,  orjntf 
resohition '?"  said  Eachin,  who  seemed  very  attentim 

"To  my  resolution,"  answered  Simon;  "ftirl 
think  nothing  can  make  a  mnn  so  bold  to  fareoM 
danger  at  some  distance  in  his  front,  as  the  knov- 
ledge  of  another  close  behind  him^  to  nudi  himior- 
ward.  Well— I  mounted  the  walls  m  tolerable  beii^ 
and  was  placed  with  others  on  the  Spey  TowfL 
being  accounted  a  good  bowman.  But  a  very  eoH 
fit  seized  me  as  I  saw  the  English,  in  great  ot6m, 
with  their  archers  in  front,  and  their  men-at-aiM 
behind,  marching  forward  to  the  attack  in  etnoB 
columns,  three  in  number.  They  came  on  8tc«dil|^ 
and  some  of  us  would  fain  have  shot  at  them ;  bat  i 
was  strictly  forbidden,  and  we  were  obliged  to  nwMi 
motionless,  sheltering  outBelves  behind  the  bMtb- 
ment  as  we  best  might.  As  the  Southron  fiDmqd 
their  long  ranks  into  lines,  each  man  oceupyinc  H 

Elace  as  by  magic,  and  preparing  to  cover  cheinim| 
y  large  shields,  calleii  p8ve88e^  which  they  plnlH 
before  them,  I  again  fdt  a  strange  buaiMiM— % 
and  some  desire  to  go  home  for  a  glaia  of  dinHM 
waters.  But  ae  I  looked  aside,  I  saw  the  worthf 
Kempe  of  Kinfanns  bending  a  laige  croesbow,  iBdl 
thought  it  pity  he  ahouki  waste  the  bolt  on  a  m^ 
hearted  Scotsman,  when  ao  many  Engluh  wen  ii 
preeence :  so  I  e'en  Btaid  where  I  waa»  being  ii  I 
comfortable  angle,  formed  by  two  battlsnenia.  TIm 
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Kiujifh  dMB  strode  forward*  and  drew  their  bow- 
ttiDg^-'iiot  to  Che  breast,  aa  your  Hucblaxul  kerne 
do,  hot  to  the  ear,— and  sent  on  their  vollm  of  awol- 
low-taila  before  we  could  call  on  St.  Andrew.  I 
winked  when  I  saw  them  haul  up  their  tackle,  and  I 
bdkre  I  started  as  the  shafts  began  to  rattle  against 
the  parapet.  But  looking  round  me,  and  seeing  none 
bwt  bat  John  SquaUit,  the  town-crier,  whose  jaws 
vers  pieroed  through  with  a  cloih-yard  shaft,  I  took 
heart  of  mraoe,  ana  shot  in  my  turn  with  good  will 
•ad  goooaim.  A  little  man  I  shot  at,  who  had  iust 
peeped  out  from  behind  his  target,  dropt  with  a  shaft 
Anogh  bM  shoulder.  The  Provost  cried—  Well 
fhtobed,  Simon  Glover!'—'  Saint  John,  for  his  own 
lova,  my  fellow-craftsmen !'— shouted  I, — though  I 
was  then  but  an  snprentice.  And  if  you  will  beueve 
me,  in  the  lest  of  rae  skirmish,  which  was  ended  by 
the  foes  drawing  oK  I  drew  bowstring  and  loosed 
shaft  as  calmly  as  if  I  had  been  shooting  at  butts  in- 
stead of  men's  breasts.  I  gained  some  credit,  and  I 
bave  ever  afterwards  thou^t,  that  in  caae  of  nepes- 
itr,  (for  with  me  it  had  never  been  matter  of  choice,) 
I  nould  not  have  lost  it  a^ain.— And  this  is  all  I  can 
tell  of  warlike  experience  m  battle.  Other  dangers  I 
have  had,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  avoid  like  a 
wise  man,  or,  when  they  were  inevitable,  I  have  faced 
them  kke  a  true  one..  Upon  other  terms  a  man  can^ 
not  live  or  hold  up  his  head  in  Scotland." 

"  I  understand  your  tale,"  said  Eachin ;  "  but  I 
ahall  find  it  difficult  to  make  you  credit  mine,  know- 
ing the  race  of  which  I  am  descended,  and  especially 
that  I  am  the  son  of  him  whom  we  have  this  day 
laid  in  the  tomb— well  that  he  liea  where  he  will 
never  learn  what  you  are  now  to  hear !  Look,  my 
Ikther— the  lig^t  which  I  bear  grows  short  and  pale, 
I  lew  minutes  ¥nll  extinguish  it— but  before  it  expires, 
the  hideous    tale  will   be  told.— Father,  1  atn— a 

cowABD ! It  is  said  at  last,  and  the  secret  of  my 

diMTaoe  is  in  keeping  of  another !" 

tne  young  man  sunk  back  in  a  necies  of  syncope, 

£  reduced  by  the  agony  of  his  mind  as  he  made  the 
ital  communication.  The  Glover,  moved  as  well 
by  fear  as  by  compassion,  applied  himself  to  recall 
hun  to  life,  and  succeeded  in  doing  so,  but  not  in  re- 
storing him  to  composure.  He  hid  his  face  with  his 
bands^  and  his  tears  flowed  plentifully  and  bitterly. 

"  For  Our  Laidy's  sake,  be  composed,"  said  the  old 
man,  **  and  recall  the  vile  word !  I  know  you  better 
dian  yourself— you  are  no  coward,  but  only  too  young 
and  mexperienced,  ay,  and  somewhat  too  quick  of 
laocy,  to  have  the  steady  valour  of  a  bearded  man. 
I  would  hear  no  other  man  say  that  of  you,  Conachar, 
without  giving  him  the  lie— You  are  no  coward— 1 
bave  seen  high  sparks  of  spirit  fly  from  you  even  on 
sliffht  enough  provocation." 

High  sparks  of  pride  and  passion  1"  said  the  un- 
fortunate youth ;  **  but  when  saw  you  them  support- 
ed by  the  resolution  that  should  have  backed  them  7 
the  sparks  you  speak  of.  fell  on  my  dastardly  heart 
>iece  of  ice  which  could  catch  fire  from  no- 
my  ofl!ended  pride  urged  me  to  strike,  my 
of  mind  prompted  me  the  next  moment  to 


as  on 


"  Want  of  habit,"  said  Simon ;  "  it  is  by  clamber- 
ing over  walls  that  youths  learn  to  scale  precipices. 
Begin  with  slight  feuds— exercise  daily  the  arms  of 
your  country  in  tourney  with  your  followere." 

"  And  what  leisure  is  there  for  this  7"  exclaimed 
the  young  Cbie^  starting  as  if  something  horrid  had 
occurred  to  his  imag' nation.  "  How  many  days  are 
there  betwixt  this  hour  and  Palm  Sunday,  and  what 
is  to  chance  then  1 — A  list  enclosed,  fix>m  which  po 
man  can  stir,  more  than  the  poor  bear  who  is  chain- 
ed to  his  stake.  Sixty  living  men,,  the  best  »nd 
fiercest,  (one  alone  excepted!)  which  Albyn  can 
send  down  from  her  mountains,  all  aihhst*  A>r  each 
other's  blood,  while  a  King  and  his  nobles,  aiui 
shouting  thousands  besides,  attend,  as  at  a  theatra 
to  eneourage  their  demoniac  fury !  Blows  danft  and 
blood  ilowS|  thicker,  faster,  redder— they  rush  on 
each  other  like  madmen— they  tear  each  other  like 
wild  beasts— the  wounded  are  trodden  to  death  amid 
die  feet  of  their  companions  I  Blood  ebbs,  arms  be- 
eome  weak— but  there  must  be  no  parley,  no  truosi 
3B 


no  interruptioiL  while  any  of  tos  maimed  wretches 
remain  ahvel  Here  is  no  crouching  behind  battle- 
ments, no  fighting  with  missile  weapons,— sll  is 
hand  to  hand,  till  hands  can  no  longer  be  raised  to 
maintain  the  ghastly  conflict !— If  such  a  field  is  so 
horrible  in  idea,  what  think  you  it  will  be  in  reality  1" 

The  Glover  remained  silent 

"  I  say  again,  what  think  you  7" 

"  I  can  only  pity  you,  Conachar,"  said  Simon. 
"  It  is  hard  to  be  the  descendant  of  a  lofty  line— the 
son  of  a  noble  father— the  leader  by  birth  of  a  eallant 
arny— and  yet  to  want,  or  think  you  want  (lor  still 
I  trust  the  fault  lies  much  in  a  quick  fancy,  diat 
over-estimates  danser,)  to  want  that  dogged  quality, 
which  is  possessed  oy  every  game-cock  that  is  worth 
a  handfiil  of  corn,  every  hound  that  is  worth  a  mesa 
of  oflkl.  But  how  chanced  it,  that  with  such  a  con- 
sciousness of  inability  to  fight  in  this  battle,  you 
proffered  even  now  to  share  your  chiefilom  wim  my 
daughter  7  Your  power  must  depend  on  your  fight- 
ing ttiis  combat,  and  in  that  Catharine  cannot  help 
you." 

"  You  mistaka  old  man,"  replied  Eachin ;  '*  were 
Catharine  to  look  kindly  on  the  earnest  love  I  bear 
her,  it  would  carry  me  against  the  front  of  the  ene- 
mies vrith  the  mettle  of  a  war-horse.  Overwhelm- 
ing as  my  sense  of  weakness  is,  the  fading  that  Ca- 
tharine looked  on  would  give  me  strength.  Say  yet 
—oh,  say  yet— she  shall  be  mine  if  we  gain  the  com- 
bat, and  not  the  Gmc  Ckrom  himaeu;  whose  heart 
is  of  a  piece  with  his  anvil,  ever  went  to  battle  so 
light  as  I  shall  do  I  One  strong  passion  is  conquered 
by  another." 

,  "  This  is  folly,  Conachar.  Cannot  the  recollec- 
tions of  your  interest,  your  honour,  your  kindred,  do 
as  much  to  stir  your  courage,  as  the  thoughts  of  a 
brent-browed  lass7    Fie  upon  you,  man !" 

"  You  tell  me  but  what  I  have  told  myself— but  it 
ia  in  vain,"  replied  Eachin,  with  a  sigh.  "  It  is  only 
whilst  the  timid  stag  is  paired  with  the  doe,  that  he 
is  desperate  and  dangerous.  Be  it  from  constimtion 
—be  it,  as  our  Highland  cailliachs  will  say,  from  the 
milk  of  the  White  Doe— be  it  from  my  peaceful  edu- 
cation, and  the  experience  of  your  strict  restraint- 
be  it,  as  you  think,  from  an  over-heated  fancy,  which 
paints  danger  yet  more  dangerous  and  ghastly  than 
It  is  in  reahty,  I  cannot  tell.  But  I  know  my  failing 
and— yes,  it  must  be  said !— so  sorely  dread  that  I 
cannot  conquer  it,  that,  could  I  have  your  consent  to 
my  wishes  on  such  terms,  I  would  even  here  make 
a  pause,  renounce  the  rank  I  have  assumed,  and  retire 
into  humble  lifa"  ^. 

"What,  turn  glover  at  last,  Conachar 7'.'  said  Si- 
mon;  "this  beau  the  legend  of  St.  Cnspm.  Nay, 
nay.  your  hand  was  not  framed  for  that ;  you  ahall 
spoil  me  no  more  doe-skina"    ,  .... 

"Jest  not,"  said  Eachin,  I  am  senoua  If  I 
cannot  laboun  I  will  bring  wealth  enough  to  live 
without  it  lliey  will  proclaim  me  recreant  vntlj 
horn  and  war-pipe— Let  them  do  so— CaUianne  will 
love  me  the  better  that  I  hav«  preferred  the  paths  ot 
peace  to  those  of  bloodshed,  and  Father  Ctement 
shall  teach  us  to  pity  iK«d  forgive  the  worid,  whidi 
will  load  us  with  repr<»aches  that  wound  not.  I  shall 
be  the  happiest  of  men— Cathanne  will  enjoy  all 
that  unbounded  aflfection  can  confer  upon  her,  and 
will  be  freed  ^om  apprehension  of  the  sights  and 
sounds  of  horror,  which  your  ill-assorted  match 
would  b«ve  prepared  for  her ;  and  you,  Father  Glo- 
ver p^all  occupy  your  chimney-corner,  the  happiest 
uU  most  honoured  man,  that  ever" — 7  . 

"Hold.  Eachin— I  prithea  hold,"  saui  the  Glover.; 
"  the  fir  light,  vrith  which  this  discourse  must  termi- 
nata  bums  very  low,  and  I  would  spcAk  a  word  in 
my  turn,  and  plam  dealing  is  best  Though  it  may 
vex,  or  perhftpa  enrage  you,  let  me  end  these  visions 
by  saying  at  once— Catharine  can  never  be  yours. 
A  gloveia  the  emblem  of  faith,  and  a  man  of  my 
craft  should  therefore  less  than  any  other  break  his 
own.  Catharine's  hand  is  promised— promised  to  a 
man  whom  you  may  hate,  but  whom  you  must  ho- 
noux^— to  Henry  the  Armourer.  The  match  is  flttinc. 
by  decree,  sgreeable  to  their  mutual  wishes,  and  I 
have  given  my  promise.    It  is  best  to  be  plam  at 
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once—reseDt  my  refusal  as  vou  will— I  am  wboUy  in 
yom'  power— But  nothing  shall  make  me  break  my 

The  Glover  spoke  thus  decidedly,  because  he  was 
aware  from  experience  that  the  yery  trriiablc  disposi- 
tion of  his  former  apprentice  yielded  in  most  cases  to 
atem  and  decided  resolution.  Yet  recollecting  where 
he  was,  it  was  with  some  feelings  of  fear  that  ne  saw 
the  dying  flame  leap  up,  and  njread  a  flash  of  light 
on  the  visage  of  Eachin,  which  seemed  pale  as  the 
grave,  while  his  eye  rolled  like  that  of  a  maniac  in 
ms  fever  fit  The  light  instantly  bunk  down  and 
died,  and  Simon  felt  a  momentary  terror,  lest  he 
should  have  to  dispute  for  his  life  with  the  youth, 
whom  he  knew  to  be  capable  of  violent  actions  when 
highly  excited,  however  short  a  period  his  nature 
could  support  the  measures  which  his  passion  com- 
menced. He  was  relieved  bv  the  voice  of  Eachin, 
who  muttered  in  a  hoarse  ana  altered  tone,— 

"  Let  what  we  have  spoken  this  night  rest  in  silence 
for  ever— If  thou  bring'st  it  to  light,  thou  wert  better 
digthine  own  sfnye.* 

Thus  speaking,  the  door  of  the  hut  ooened^  admitting 
a  gleam  of  moonshine.  The  form  of  the  retiring  Chief 
crossed  it  for  an  instant,  the  hurdle  was  then  closed, 
and  the  shieUng  left  in  darkness. 

Simon  Glover  felt  relieved,  when  a  conversation, 
fraught  with  oflenoe  and  danger,  was  thus  peaceably 
termmated.  But  he  remained  deeply  aflfected  by  the 
condition  of  Hector  Maclan,  whom  he  had  himself 
bred  up. 

"  The  poor  child,"  said  he,  "  to  be  called  up  to  a 
place  of  eminence,  only  to  be  hurled  from  it  with 
contempt !  What  he  told  me  I  partly  knew,  having 
often  remarked  that  Conachor  was  more  prone  to 

Siiarrel  than  to  fight  But  this  overpowering;  faint- 
eartedness,  which  neither  shame  nor  necessity  can 
overcome,  I,  though  no  Sir  William  Wallace,  cannot 
conceive.  And  to  propose  himself  for  a  husband  to  mv 
daughter,  as  if  a  bride  were  to  find  courage  for  herself 
and  the  brid^^'oom !  No,  no— Catharine  must  wed  a 
man  to  whom  she  mav  say, — *  Husband,  spare  your 
enemy*— not  one  in  whose  behalf  she  must  cry, — 
'  Generous  enemy,  spare  my  husband.'  " 

Tired  out  with  these  reflections,  the  old  man  at 
length  fell  asleep.  In  the  morning,  he  was  awakened 
bvbis  friend  the  Booshalloch^  who,  with  something  of 
a  olank  visage,  proposed  to  him  to  return  to  his  abode 
on  the  meaoow  at  the  Ballough.  He  apologized,  that 
the  Chief  could  not  see  Simon  Glover  that  morning, 
being  busied  with  things  about  the  expected  combat ; 
and  that  Eachin  Maclan  thought  the  residence  at  the 
Balbugh  would  be  safest  for  Simon  Glover's  health, 
and  had  given  charge  that  every  care  should  be  taken 
for  his  protection  and  acoommodadon. 

Niel  Booshalloch  dilated  on  these  circumstances, 
to  gloss  over  the  neglect  implied  in  the  Chiefs  dismiss- 
ing his  visiter  without  a  particular  audience. 

^His  father  knew  better."  said  the  herdsman. 
"  But  where  should  he  have  learned  manners,  poor 
thing,  and  bred  up  amc^qg  your  Perth  burghers,  who, 
excepting  yourself,  neigbhour  Glover,  who  speak 
Gaelic  as  well  as  I  do,  are  a  race  incapable  of  civility  7" 

Simon  Glover,  it  may  be  W€4l  believed,  fell  none  of 
the  want  of  respect  which  his  friend  resented  on  his 
account.  On  the  contrary,  he  greatly  preferred  the 
quiet  residence  of  the  good  herdsman,  \n  the  tumult- 
uous hospitality  ofthedailyfestivalof  the  r;hief,  even 
if  there  had  not  just  passed  an  interview  wit^  Eci  hi:. 
upon  a  subject  which  it  would  be  most  paiijful  to 
revive. 

To  the  Ballough,  therefore,  he  quietly  retreated, 
where,  could  he  have  been  secureof  Catharine's  safety, 
his  leisure  was  spent  pleasantly  enough.  His  amuse- 
ment  was  sailing  on  the  lake,  inahttle  skiH',  which 
a  Highland  bov  managed,  while  the  old  man  angled. 
He  frequentlv  landed  on  the  little  island,  where  he 
mused  over  the  tomb  of  his  old  friend  Gilchrist  Mac- 
Ian,  and  made  friends  with  the  monks,  preaenttng  the 
pnor  with  gloves  of  marten's  fur,  and  the  superior 
officers  with  each  of  them  a  pair  made  from  the  skin  of 
the  wild  cat.  The  cutting  and  sdtching  of  these  little 
presents,  served  to  beguue  the  time  after  sunaet, 
wbile  the  fomily  of  ihe  hanbman  crowded  around. 


admiring  his  address,  and  listening  to  the  taka  aad 
aongs  with  which  the  old  man  had  skill  to  paaaaway 
a  heavy  evening. 

It  must  be  confessed  that  the  cantioiia  Glofm 
avoided  the  conversation  of  Father  Clement,  wfaoB 
he  erroneously  consideTed  as  rather  the  avthor  of  bis 
misfortunes,  than  the  mnltless  sharer  of  thcoi.  **  I 
will  not"  he  thought,  ''to  please  his  fiuiciefl,  kwethe 
good- will  of  these  kina  monks,  which  may  be  one  day 
useful  to  me.  I  have  sufiered  enoiig;fa  by  hia  preadh 
ments  alread  v,  I  trow.  Little  the  wiaer  and  moeh  the 
poorer  have  tnev  made  me.  No,  no,  Catbaiina  and 
Clement  may  think  as  they  will :  but  I  will  take  ths 
firet  opportunity  to  sneak  back  like  a  rated  honod  at 
the  call  of  his  master,  submit  to  a  plentifol  ooons  d 
hair- cloth  and  whip-cord,  disburse  a  lusty  mulct,  and 
become  whole  with  the  church  again. 

More  than  a  fortnight  had  passed  ance  the  Olkrm 
had  arrived  at  Ballough,  and  he  began  to  wonder  thai 
he  had  not  heard  news  of  Catharine  or  of  Hcaiy 
Wynd,  to  whom  he  concluded  the  Provoat  had  ooob- 
municated  the  plan  and  place  of  his  retreat  He 
knew  the  stout  Smith  dared  not  come  np  into  the 
Clan  Quhele  country,  on  account  of  ▼anoos  feeds 
with  the  inhabitants,  and  with  Elachin  himseli^  whils 
bearing  the  name  of  Conachar;  but  yet  the  Glover 
thougnt  Henry  might  have  found  means  to  send  hiai 
a  message,  or  a  token,  by  some  one  of  the  various 
couriers  who  passed  and  repassed  between  the  oonrt 
and  the  head-quartere  of  the  Clan  Qnhde,  in  order  to 
concert  the  terms  of  the  impending  combat,  the  maick 
of  the  parties  to  Perth,  and  other  particulara  reqiiiriag 
previous  adjustment  It  was  now  the  mJd«lleof  Nareki. 
and  the  fatal  Palm  Sunday  waa  foat  approaching. 

Whilst  time  was  thus  creeping  on,  the  exiled  Glotcr 
had  not  even  once  set  eyes  upon  nis  former  appreataoe. 
The  care  that  was  taken  to  attend  to  his  wants  sad 
convenience  in  every  respect,  showed  that  he  was  not 
forgotten ;  but  yet  when  he  heard  the  Chieftain's  hon 
ringing  through  the  woods,  be  usually  madeitapaiat 
to  choose  his  walk  in  a  different  direction.  One 
mnming,  however,  he  found  himself  unexpectedly  n 
Eachin|B  close  neigbbourhc  d,  with  scarce  leisoie  lo 
avoid  him ;  and  thus  it  happened. 

As  Simon  strolled  pensively  through  a  little  syhaa 
glade,  surrounded  on  either  side  with  tall  forest  trsea 
mixed  with  i:nderwoocL  a  white  doe  broke  from  the 
thicket,  closely  pursued  by  two  det^r  greyhounds,  oaa 
of  which  griped  her  haunch,  the  other  her  throat,  and 
pulled  her  down  within  hair  a  furlong  of  the  Olovai; 
who  was  something  startled  at  the  suddenness  of  the 
incident  The  near  and  piu'dng  blast  of  a  hon^  aad 
the  baying  of  a  slowfaound^  made  Simon  aware  that 
the  bun  ten  were  close  behmd.  anil  on  the  trace  of  iht 
deer.  Hallooi.ig  and  the  sound  of  m^i  raaonK 
through  thw  copse,  were  heard  close  at  hand.  A  vuih 
mentis  recollection  would  have  satisfied  Simon,  that 
his  best  wav  was  to  stand  fast,  or  retire  slowly,  aad 
leave  it  to  Elachin  to  acknowledge  his  presence  or  not 
as  he  should  see  cause.  But  his  desire  of  sbaniuK 
the  young  man  had  grown  into  a  kind  of  instinct,  aai 
in  the  alarm  of  finding  him  ao  near,  Simon  had  bd 
himself  in  a  bush  of  hazels  mixed  with  boUr,  which 
altogether  concealed  him.  He  had  hardly  done  so, 
ere  Eachin,  rosy  with  exercise,  dashed  from  the  thidk- 
et  into  theonen  glad^  ncoimpanied  by  his  foater-A- 
ther,  Torquil  or  the  Oak.  The  latur,  with  ensl 
strength  and  addres^:,  turned  the  atrusgliDg  hind  on 
her  back,  and  holding  her  foie  feet  in  ms  right  haad. 
while  he  knelt  on  be  r  body,  offered  Ids  akene  with fhi 
left,  to  the  youug  Chief;  that  he  might  cot  the  aa> 
mal's  throat. 

"It  may  not  lie,  Torqui! ;  do  thine  office,  and  taka 
tho  asaay  thyself.  I  must  not  kill  the  likeneH  of  or 
foster-mother." 

This  wraa  spoken  with  a  melancholy  amileh  wfadta 
tear  at  the  same  time  stood  in  the  speaker's  eve.  Tar* 
oud  stared  at  bis  youns  Chief  for  an  inatant,  thaa 
drew  his  sharp  wood-knife  across  the  ercatarrs 
throat,  with  a  cut  so  swift  and  steady,  that  the  «ei- 
pon  reached  the  back-bone.  Then  nmng  on  Us  ftsi, 
and  again  fixing  a  long  piereing  look  onhia  chioC  be 
sud,— **As  much  ad  I  have  done  to  that  hmd,  woaU 
I  do  to  any  living  man  whoae  ewm  coohi  have  haaid 
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mjrdaiilt  (f<Mter-3on)  so  much  as  name  a  white  doe, 
•ai  couple  the  word  with  Hector's  name  I" 

If  Simon  bad  no  reason  before  to  keep  himself  con- 
cealed,  this  speech  of  Torquil  fii^ishea  him  with  a 
pressiog  one. 

"It  cannot  be  concealed,  father  Torauil,*'  said  £a- 
chinj  "it  will  all  out  to  the  broad  day. 

"What  will  out  ?  what  will  to  broad  day  ?  '  asked 
Toraiul  in  surprise. 

"jtis  the  fatal  secret,"  thought  Simon ;  "  and  now, 
if  this  huge  privy  counsellor  cannot  keep  silence,  I 
shall  be  maoie  answerable,  I  suppose,  for  Eachin's 
dinace  having  been  blown  abroad/' 

Thinking  thus  anjdously,  he  availed  himself^  at  the 
lame  time,  of  his  position  to  see  as  much  as  he  could 
of  what  passed  between  the  afflicted  Chieftain  and 
hu  confiaant,  impelled  by  that  spirit  of  curiosit/  which 
prompts  us  in  the  most  momentous,  as  well  as  the 
most  trivial  occasions  of  life,  and  which  is  sometimes 
found  to  exist  in  company  with  great  personal  fear. 

As  Torquil  listened  to  what  Eachio  communicated, 
the  young  man  sank  into  his  arms,  and,  sup(>orting 
himself  on  his  shoulder,  concluded  nis  confession  by 
a  whiq>er  into  his  ear.  Torquil  seemed  to  listen  with 
8ach  smaxement  as  to  make  him  incapable  of  credit- 
ias  his  ears.  As  if  to  be  certain  that  it  was  Eachin 
woo  spoke,  he  gradually  roused  the  youth  from  his  re> 
dining  posture,  and  holding  him  up  in  some  measure 
by  a  grasp  on  his  shoulder,  fixed  on  him  an  eye  that 
seemed  enlarged,  and  at  the  same  time  turned  to 
sione,  by  the  marvels  he  listened  to.  And  so  wild 
waxed  the  old  man's  visage  after  he  had  heard  the 
murmured  communication,  that  Simon  Glover  appre- 
hended he  would  cast  the  youth  fi-om  him  as  a  dis- 
honoured thing,  in  which  case  he  might  l)ave  lighted 
among  the  very  copse  in  which  he  lay  concealcd^and 
occasioned  his  discovery  in  a  manner  equally  painful 
and  dangerous.  But  the  passions  of  Torquu,  who 
entertained  for  his  foster-child  even  a  double  portion 
of  that  passionate  fondness  which  always  attends 
that  connexion  in  the  Highlands,  took  a  diiierent 
uira. 

"I  believe  it  not  I"— he  exclaimed ;  "it  is  false  of 
thy  fathoms  child ;— false  of  thy  mothers  son;— falsest 
of  Mv  dauU !  I  ofier  my  gage  to  heaven  and  hell,  and 
will  maintain  the  combat  with  him  that  shall  call  it 
true !  Thou  hast  been  spell-bound  by  an  evil  eye,  my 
darling,  and  the  fainting  which  you  call  cowaniice  is 
the  work  of  magic.  I  remember  the  bat  that  struck 
the  torch  out  on  the  hour  that  thou  wert  born,— that 
hour  of  gnef  and  of  joy.  Cheer  ifl>,  my  beloved  I  Thou 
abalt  with  me  to  lona,  and  the  e:ood  St.  Columbus, 
with  the  whole  choir  of  blessed  samts  and  angels, 
who  ever  favoured  thy  rac&  shall  take  from  thee  the 
heart  of  the  white  doe.  and  return  that  which  they 
have  stolen  firom  thee."  ,,  ,  .   v 

Eachin  listened,  with  a  look  as  if  he  would  fam  have 
believed  the  words  of  the  comforter. 

"  But,  Torquil,"  he  said,  supposinff  this  nught  avail 
as,  the  fatal  day  approaches,  and  if  I  go  to  the  lists,  I 
draad  me  we shallbe  shamed." 

"It  cannot  be— it  shall  not  1"  said  Torquil,—"  Hell 
shall  not  prevail  so  far— we  will  steep  thy  sword  in 
holy  water^— place  vervain,  St.  John's-wort.  and 
rai^an-tree  in  thy  crest.  We  will  surround  thee,  I 
and  thy  eight  brethren— thou  shalt  be  safe  as  in  a 
castle. 

Again  the  youth  helplessly,  muttered  something, 
which,  from  tne  dejected  tone  in  which  it  was  spo- 
ken, Simon  could  not  understand,  while  Torqml's 
deeptones  in  reply  fell  full  and  distinct  upon,  his  ear. 

"Yes,  there  may  be  a  chance  of  withdrawing  thee 
from  the  conflict.  Thou  art  the  voimgeet  who  is  to 
draw  blade.  Now,  hear  me.  and  thou  shalt  know 
what  it  is  to  have  a  foster-father's  love^nd  bow  ftr 
it  exceeds  thelove  even  of  kinsmen.  The  youngest 
on  the  indenture  of  the  Clan  Chattan  is  Ferquhard 
Day.  His  father  slew  mine,  and  the  red  blood  is 
seething  hot  between  ue^I  looked  to  Pahn  Sunday 
as  the  term  that  should  cool  it-— But  mark !— Thou 
WDuldst  have  thought  that  the  blood  m  the  veins  of 
this  Ferquhard  Day  and  in  mine  would  not  have  min- 
gled, had  they  been  put  into  the  same  vessel,  yet  hath 
be  caat  the  eyes  of  his  love  upon  my  only  daughter 


Eva— the  fairest  of  our  maidens.  Think  with  what 
feelings  I  heard  the  news.  It  was  as  if  a  wolf  from 
the  skirts  of  Ferragon  had  said,  '  Give  me  thy  child 
in  wedlock,  TorauiP  My  child  thought  not  thus,  she 
loves  Ferquhara,  and  weeps  away  her  colour  and 
streiu^th  in  dread  of  the  approaching  battle.  Let  her 
give  him  but  a  sign  of  favour,  and  well  I  know  he 
will  forget  kith  and  kin,  forsake  the  field,  and  fly  with 
her  to  the  desert." 

"  He,  the  youngest  of  the  champions  of  Clan  Chat- 
tan  being  absent.  I,  the  youngest  of  the  Clan  Quhele^ 
mav  be  excused  from  combat/'  said  Eachin,  blushing 
at  the  mean  chance  of  sa&ty  thus  opened  to  him. 

"See  now,  my  Chief,"  said  Torquil,  "and  judge 
my  thoughts  towards  thee—others  might  give  thee 
their  own  Uves  and  that  of  their  sons— I  sacrifice  to 
thee  the  honour  of  mv  house." 

"  My  friend,  my  fiather,"  repeated  the  Chief,  folding 
Torqml  to  his  bosom.  "  what  a  base  wretch  am  I  that 
have  a  spirit  dastardly  enough  to  avail  myself  of  your 
sacrifice !" 

"  Speak  not  of  that— Green  woods  have  eare.  Let 
us  back  to  the  camp,  and  send  our  gUlies  for  the  ve- 
nison.—Back,  dogs,  and  follow  at  heel." 

The  slowhound,  or  lyme-dog,  luckily  for  Simon, 
had  drenched  his  nose  m  the  blood  of  the  deer,  else 
he  might  have  found  the  Glover's  lair  in  the  thicket ; 
but  its  more  scute  properties  of  scent  bemg  lost,  it  fol- 
lowed tranquilly  with  the  gazehounds. 

When  the  huntera  were  out  of  sight  and  hearing, 
the  Glover  arose,  greatly  relieved  by  their  departure^ 
and  began  to  move  ofi*,  m  the  opposite  direction,  as 
fast  as  nis  age  permitted.  His  nret  reflection  was  on 
the  fidehty  of  the  foster-father. 

"The  wild  mountain  heart  is  faithful  and  true. 
Yonder  man  is  more  Uke  the  giants  in  romaunts,  than 
a  man  of  mould  like  ourselves  j  and  yet  Christians 
might  lake  an  example  from  him  for  his  lealty.  A 
simple  contrivance  this  though,  to  finger  a  man  from 
oflf  their  enemies'  checker,  as  if  there  would  not  be 
twenty  of  the  Wild-cats  ready  to  supply  his  place." 

'Thus  thought  the  Glover,  not  aware  that  the  strict- 
est proclamations  were  issued,  prohibitin/;  any  of  the 
two  contending  clans,  their  mends,  allies,  and  de- 
pendants, from  coming  within  fifty  miles  of  Perth, 
during  a  week  before  and  a  week  after  the  combat, 
which  regulation  was  to  be  enforced  by  armed  men. 

So  soon  as  our  friend  Simon  anrivedfat  the  habita- 
tion of  the  herdsman,  he  found  other  news  awaiting 
him.  They  were  brought  by  Father  Clement,  who 
came  in  a  pilgrim's  cloak,  or  dalmatic,  ready  to  com- 
mence his  remm  to  the  southward,  and  desirous  to 
take  leave  of  his  companion  in  exile,  or  to  accept  him 
as  a  travelling  companion. 

"  But  what/'  said  the  citizen,  "  has  so  suddenlv  in- 
duced you  to  return  within  the  reach  of  danger  7" 

"  Have  you  not  heard,"  said  Father  Clement,  "  that 
March  and  his  English  allies  having  retired  into  Eng- 
land before  the  Earl  of  Dou^a,  the  good  Earl  has 
applied  himself  to  redress  th^  evils  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  hath  written  to  the  court  letters,  desiring 
that  the  warrant  for  the  High  Court  of  Commission 
against  heresy  be  withdrawn,  as  a  trouble  to  men's 
consciences— that  the  nomination  of  Henry  of  Ward- 
law  to  be  Prelate  of  St  Andrews,  be  referred  to  the 
Parliament,  with  sundry  other  things  pleasing  to  Uw 
Commons  1  Now,  most  of  the  nobles  that  are  with 
the  King  at  Perth,  and  wi^h  them  Sir  Patrick  Char- 
teris,  your  worthy  ProvosL  have  declared  for  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Douglas.  The  Duke  of  Albany  hath 
agreed  to  them;  whether  firom  good- will  or  policy  I 
know  not.  The  good  Kmg  is  easily  pereuaded  to  mild 
and  gentle  courses.  And  thus  are  the  jaw-teeth  of 
the  oppresson  dashed  to  pieces  in  their  sockets,  and 
the  prey  snatched  from  their  ravening  talons.  Wdl 
you  vnth  me  to  the  Lowlands,  or  do  you  abide  here  a 
little  space  T' 

Niel  Booshalloch  saved  his  friend  the  trouble  of 

^'  Hie  had  the  Chiefs  authority."  he  said,  "  for  say- 
ing that  Simon  Glover  should  abide  until  the  cham- 
pions went  down  to  the  battle."  In  this  answer  die 
citizen  saw  something  not  quite  consistent  with  his 
own  perfect  fi-eedom  of  volition ;  but  he  cared  little  for 
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it  at  the  tinu;  is  it  farniahed  a  good  apolofSf  far  not 
traveUiog  along  with  the  eletgymaiL 

"An  ezemplary  maut"  he  aaid  to  hb  ftiend  Niel 
fiooahalloch,  aa  aoon  aa  Father  Clement  had  taken 
leave,  "  a  great  acfaolari  and  a  great  aainL  Itia  a  irity 
almoet  he  la  no  Ioniser  in  danger  to  be  burned,  aa  hie 
aernioa  at  the  atake  would  convert  thooaanda.  O, 
Niel  Booflhallocfa !  Father  Clement'a  pile  would  be 
a  sweet  aayouring  aacrifioe,  and  a  beacon  to  all  de- 
vout Christiana.  But  what  would  the  burning  of 
a  borrell  ignorant  burgees  like  me  serve  7  Men  offbr 
not  up  ola  gkive  leather  lor  inoenae,  nor  are  beacons 
fed  with  undreaaed  hideai  I  trow?  Sooth  to  speak,  I 
have  too  little  learning  and  too  much  fear  to  get  cre- 
dit by  the  afiair,  and,  therefore,  I  ahould,  in  our  home- 
ly phrasev  have  both  the  scathe  and  the  scorn." 
True  for  you,"  answered  the  herdsman. 


U' 


^  CHAPTER  XXX. 

Wa  muat  return  to  the  characters  of  our  dramatic 
narrative,  whom  we  left  at  Perth,  when  we  accom- 
panied the  Glover  and  his  fiur  daughter  to  Einfauns, 
and  from  that  hospitable  mansion  traced  the  course 
of  Simon  to  Loch  Tay ;  and  the  Prince,  as  the  high- 
estpersonage,  claims  our  immeaiate  attention. 

This  rash  and  inconsiderate  young  man  endured 
with  some  impatience  his  sequestered  resiience  with 
the  Lord  High  Constable,  with  whose  company, 
otherwise  in  every  respect  satisfactory,  he  b<»came 
dissatisfied,  from  no  other  reason  than  that  he  held 
in  aome  degree  the  character  of  his  warder.,  Inoen- 
aed  against  his  uncle,  and  displeaaed  with  his  father, 
he  longed,  nut  unnaturally,  for  the  society  of  Sir  John 
Ramomy,  on  whom  he  had  been  ao  long  accustomed 
to  throw  himself  for  amusement,  and,  though  he 
would  have  resented  the  imputation  as  an  insult,  for 
guidance  and  direction.  He^  therefore,  sent  him  a 
anmmons  to  attend  him,  providing  his  health  permit- 
ted ;  and  directed  him  to  come  by  water  to  a  kttle  pa- 
vilion in  the  High  Constable's  garden,  which,  uke 
that  of  Sir  John's  own  lodgings,  ran  down  to  the 
Tay.  In  renewing  an  intimacy  so  dangerous.  Roth- 
say  only  remembered  that  he  had  been  Sir  John  Ra- 
momy's  munifloent  friend;  while  Shr  John,  on  re- 
ceiving the  invitation,  only  recollected,  on  his  part, 
the  capricious  insults  he  had  sustained  fh>m  his  pa- 
tron, the  loss  of  his  hand,  and  the  lightness  with 
which  he  had  treated  the  subject,  and  the  readiness 
with  which  Rothsay  had  abandoned  his  cause  in  the 
matter  of  the  Bonnet-maker* a  slau^ter.  He  laugh- 
ed bitterly  when  he  read  the  Prince's  billet. 

"  Evict,"  he  said,  "  man  a  atout  boat  with  six  trusty 
men, — trusty  men,  mark  me— lose  not  a  moment ; 
and  bid  Dwining  instantly  come  hither.— Heaven 
■miles  on  us,  my  trusty  friend,"  he  said  to  the  medi- 
dner.  "  I  waa  but  beating  my  brains  how  to  get 
accesB  to  this  fidde  boy^  and  here  he  sends  to  invite 
me." 

"  Hem !— I  see  the  matter  very  clearly,"  said  Dwi- 
ning. "Heaven  amiles  on  some  untoward  conse- 
quences—he! he!  he!" 

"  No  matter,  the  trap  is  ready  c  and  it  is  baited,  too, 
my  friend,  with  what  would  lure  the  boy  from  a 
sanctuary,  though  a  troop  with  drawn  weapons 
waited  him  in  the  chmchyard.  Yet  is  it  scarce  ne- 
cessary. His  own  weariiKas  of  hiinself  would  have 
done  the  job.  Qet  thy  matters  ready— thou  goest 
with  us.  Write  to  him,  as  I  cannot,  that  we  come 
instantly  to  attend  his  commands,  and  do  it  clerkly. 
He  reada  well,  and  that  he  owes  to  me." 

"  He  will  be  your  valiancy's  debtor  for  more  know- 
ledge before  he  dies— he !  he !  he  1  But  is  your  bar- 
gain sure  with  the  Duke  of  Albany  V* 

"  Enough  to  gratify  my  ambition,  thy  avarice,  and 
the  revenge  of  both.  Aboard,  aboard,  and  apeedily ; 
let  Eviot  throw  in  a  few  flasks  of  the  choicest  wine, 
and  some  cold  baked  meata." 

V  But  your  arm,  my  lord.  Sir  John?  Does  it  not 
painyou  1" 

"  The  throbbing  of  my  heart  ailences  the  pain  of 
>By  wound.    It  beata  as  it  would  burst  my  bosom." 

^  Heaven  forbid !"  aaid  Dwining;  adding,  in  a  low 
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voice,  "It  would  be  a  acrtnge  ^^t  if  it  thtoM.  f 

ahonld  like  to  dissect  it,  save  that  ita  stony  caae  warii 
spoil  my  best  insttuments." 

In  a  few  mhmtes  they  were  in  the  boat,  whAs  a 
■peedy  messenger  carried  the  note  to  the  Pnnee. 

Rotosay  was  seated  with  the  Constable,  after  thor 
noontide  repast  He  was  sullen  and  sflent ;  and  the 
Earl  had  just  aaked  whether  it  was  his  pleasure  that 
the  table  ahould  be  cleared,  when  a  note,  delivend  » 
the  Prince,  dianged  at  once  his  aspect. 

"Asyou  wilL'^hesaid.  *'I  go  to  the  MvffioB  ia 
the  garden,— always  with  permisaion  of  ray  Lort 
Constable,— to  receive  my  laie  Maater  of  the  Hone^" 

"  My  lord  ?"  said  Lord  Enol. 

" Av,  my  lord ;  must  I  ask  permiasHm  twieef 

"No,  sardy,  my  lonL"  answered  the  OoBaCable; 
"  but  has  your  Royal  uic^uieaa  recollected  that  Sir 
John  Ramomy" 

"Has  not  the  plague,  I  hope?'  replied  the  DAt 
of  Rothsav.  **  Come,  Enol,  you  would  iriay  the  aorly 
turnkey ;  but  it  is  not  in  your  nature,— fiireweli  far 
half  an  hour." 

"  A  new  folly  f  said  Errol,  as  the 
open  a  lattice  of  the  groimd-parloor  in 
eat,  stept  out  into  the  j^rden.    "  A  new  lolly,  to 
back  that  villain  to  Ins  councO&    But  he  v  '  ' 
ated." 

The  Prince,  in  the  meantime,  looked  back, 
hastily, — 

"  Tour  lordship's  good  housekeeping  wiH  afiad  as 
a  flask  or  two  of  win&  and  a  alight  collation  in  the 
pavihon  1  I  love  the  al  fresco  of  the  river. 

The  Constable  bowed,  and  gave  the  ne 
den ;  ao  that  Sir  John  found  the  mateiiala  of  gootf 
cheer  ready  displayed,  when,  landing  from  bia  bngi^ 
he  entered  the  pavilion. 

"  It  grieves  my  heart  to  see  your  Highn^as  uada 
reetraint,"  said  Ramomy,  with  a  wdl-ezecnted  sp> 
pearance  of  sympathy. 

"That  grief  of  thine  will  grieve  mine,"  aaid  tbePtiMe. 
"  I  am  Bure  here  has  Errol,  and  a  right  tnie-hearttd 
lord  he  is,  so  tired  me  with  grave  looks,  and  sook- 
thing  like  grave  leasons,  that  he  haa  driven  roe  bad 
to  thee,  thou  reprobate,  from  whom,  aa  I  expect  wb- 
thin^  gpodj  I  may  perhaps  obtain  something  entv- 
tainmg.  Yet  ere  we  say  more,  it  was  fool  woik,  thst 
iroon  the  Faatera's  Even,  Ramomy.  I  w^  ^ope 
thou  gavest  not  aim  to  it" 

"  On  my  honour,  my  lord,  a  aimple  mistake  of  ibe 
brute  Bonthron.  I  did  but  hnit  to  him  that  a  ibv 
beatinK  would  be  due  to  the  fellow  by  wfaom  I  faai 
lost  a  hand :  and  lo  you,  my  knave  makes  a  doaUe 
mistake.  He  takes  one  man  for  another,  and  inaiead 
of  the  baton  he  uses  the  axe." 

"  It  is  well  that  it  went  no  farther.  Small  matar 
for  the  Bonnet-maker;  but  I  had  never  ibrgivcB  yea 
had  the  Armourer  fallen— there  ia  not  In  ti»f*ff 
in  Britain.— But  I  hope  they  hanged  the  vfllain  hiA 
enouffh  V 

"If  thirty  feet  mi^t  serve,"  replied  Ramomy. 

"Pah!  no  more  of  him,"  said  Rothsay;  *k« 
wretched  name  makes  the  good  wine  taste  of  hkaoL 
— And  what  are  the  newa  in  Per^  Ramnyt 
—How  standa  it  with  the  bona  lobaa  and  tba  ari* 
Kards?"  "^ 

"Little  galliardiae  stirring,  my  lord," 
the  Knight.    "All  eyes  are  turned  to  the  _ 
the  Black  Douglaa,  who  comes  widi  five 
chosen  men  to  put  us  all  to  rights^  as  tf  he 
for  another  Otterbum.    It  is  said  he  is  to  be  ^ 
tenant  again.    It  is  certain  many  have  dedered  br 
his  faction." 

"  It  is  tim^  then,  my  feet  were  free^"  aaid 
say,  "otherwise  I  may  find  a  worae 
Errol." 

"  Ah^  my  lord !  were  vou  onoe  away  ftom  tl 
you  might  make  as  bold  a  head  aa  Donglaa.' 

"Ramomy,"  saki  the  Prince,  gravdv,  "I  haveta 
a  confused  remeribiance  of  your  once  naviqg  pMpa* 
sed  something  horrible  to  me.  Beware  of  aodi  turn- 
sel.  I  would  be  free— I  woidd  have  mj  person  atiiy 
own  disposal;  but  Iwill  never  levyarma 
father,  nor  those  it  pleaaea  him  to  trust." 

"It  was  only  for  your  Royal  ifigfanaasi's 
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PBedom  that  I  was  pneamiiig  to  Bpeak,"  answerad 
\taaomy.  **  Were  I  in  your  OfrwcffB  place,  I  would 
et  me  into  that  good  boat  which  hovers  on  the 
%y,  and  drop  quietly  down  to  Fife,  where  you  have 
lanv  fneods,  and  make  free  to  take  posseeaion  of 
'alkland.  It  is  a  royal  castle ;  and  though  the  King 
as  bestowed  it  in  gill  on  your  uncle,  yet  surely  even 
'  the  grant  were  not  subject  to  challenge,  your 
trace  might  make  free  with  the  residence  oi  so  near 
relative/' 

"  He  hath  made  free  with  mine,"  said  the  Duke, 
aa  the  Stewartry  of  Renfrew  can  tell.  But  stay, 
Lamomy— hold— Did  I  not  hear  Errol  say  that  the 
•ady  Marjory  Douslask  whom  they  call  Duchess,  of 
[otDsav,  IS  at  Falkiana?  I  would  neither  dwell  with 
liat  laa)%  nor  insult  her  by  dislodging  her." 

**The  lady  was  there,  my  lord,  replied  Ramomy ; 
but  1  have  sure  advice  that  ahe  is  gone  to  meet  her 
ither." 

"Ha!  to  animate  the  Douglas  against  me  7  orper- 
ai>s  to  b^  him  to  q>are  me,  providing  I  come  on  my 
nees  to  her  bed,  as  pilgrims  sav  the  Emirs  and  Ami- 
fthiupon  whom  a  Saracen  Soldan  bestows  a  daugh- 
tt  m  marriage,  are  bound  to  do  1  Ramomy,  I  will 
et  by  the  Douglas's  own  saying,  *  It  is  better  to  hear 
iie  lark  fling  tnan  the  mouse  squeak.'*  I  will  keep 
oth  foot  and  hand  from  fetters." 

"No  place  fitter  than  Falkland,"  replied  Ramomy. 

I  have  enough  of  good  yeomen  to  keep  the  place  ; 
nd  should  your  Highness  wish  to  leave  it,  a  bnef  ride 
eaches  the  sea  in  three  directiona.'* 

**  Tou  speak  well.  But  we  shall  die  of  gloom  yon- 
a.  Neither  mirth,  music,  nor  maidens— Ha !"  said 
he  heedleea  Prince. 

"Pardon  me,  noble  Duke;  but  though  the  Lady 
farjory  Douglas  be  departed,  like  an  errant  damtf  in 
nnance,  to  implore  succour  of  her  doughty  sire,  there 
ji  I  may  say,  a  lovelier,  I  am  sure  a  younger  maiden, 
itber  presently  at  Falkland,  or  who  will  soon  be  on 
be  road  thither.  Your  Highness  has  not  forgotten 
be  Fair  Maid  of  Perth  r 

"Forget  the  prettiest  wench  in  Scotland  !— No- 
ay  more  than  thou  hast  forgotten  the  hand  that  thou 
adst  in  the  Curfew  Street  onslaught  on  St.  Valen- 
ine's  Eve." 

"The  hand  that  I  had  ?-YoaT  Highness  would 
ty,  the  hand  that  I  lost.  As  certain  as  I  shall  never 
enhl  it,  Catharine  Olover  is,  or  will  soon  be,  at 
^land.  I  will  not  flatter  your  Highness  by  say- 
W  she  expects  to  meet  you— in  tmth,  she  proposes 
B  place  herself  under  the  protection  of  the  Lady 

"The  little  traitress,"  said  the  Prince— "she  too 
0  turn  against  me  7  She  deserves  punishment,  Ra- 
urny." 

^I  trust  your  Orace  will  make  her  penance  a  gen- 
laooe,"  relied  the  knight. 

"Faith,  1  would  have  been  her  Father  Confessor 
Migago,  but  I  have  ever  found  her  coy." 

^)pportunity  was  lacking,  my  lord."  repUed  Ra- 
Domy :  "  and  time  prMses  even  now. 

"Nay,  I  am  but  too  apt  for  a  frolic;  but  my  &- 
ber"— — 

"Ha  ia  personally  saih,"  said  Ramorny,  "mJ  as 
imch  at  freedom  as  ever  he  can  be ;  while  your  High- 


Must  brook  fetters,  coi^ugal  or  literal— I  know  it. 
-^Tonder  comes  Dongiaai,  with  his  daught^in  his 
land,  as  hau^ty,  and  as  harsh-featured  as  himselt, 
tating  touches  of  age."  

"  And  at  Falkland,  sits  in  sohmde  the  fiurest  wench 
1  Scotland,"  said  Ramomy.  "  Here  is  penance  and 
estraint,  yonder  is  joy  and  freedom." 

"Thou  hast  prevailed,  most  sage  counsdlor,"  re- 
lied Rothsay ;  "  hot  mark  you,  it  shall  be  the  last  of 
sy  frolics  " 

**I  trust  so,"  lepUed  Ramomy;  "for,  when  at  U- 
lerty,  you* may  miake  a  good  accommodation  with 
wa  royal  fiither."         ^  ^      .        . . 

"I  will  write  to  him,  Ramomy— Get  the  wnUng* 
oaterials— No.  I  cannot  put  my  thoughts  m  words— 
b  thou  write.^ 

•  tanlf^,  that  It  wsf  bettsr  «d  keep  Itie  IbiMt  then  ihot 


"  Your  Royal  Highneas  forget^"  said  Ramomy, 
pointing  to  his  mutilated  arm. 

"Ah !  that  cursed  hand  of  yours.  What  can  we 
doT' 

"  So  please  your  Highnes&'*  answered  his  coun- 
sellor^ if  you  would  use  the  hand  of  the  mediciner, 
Dwimn«— He  writes  Uke  a  clerk.'* 

"  Hath  he  a  hint  of  the  circumstances  7  Is  he  pos- 

ssed  of  them  ?" 

"  FuUy,"  said  Ramomy ;  and  stepping  to  the  win- 
dow, he  called  Dwining  trom  the  boat. 

He  entered  the  presence  of  the  Prince  of  Scotland, 
creeping  as  if  he  trode  upon  eggs,  with  downcast 
eyes,  and  a  frame  that  seemed  shrunk  up  by  a  sense 
Of  awe  produced  by  the  occasion. 

"  There,  fellow,  are  writing  materials.  I  will  make 
trial  of  you— thou  know'st  the  case— place  my  con- 
duct to  my  father  in  a  fair  light." 

Dwining  sat  down,  and  in  a  few  minutes  wrote  a 
letter,  which  he  handed  to  Sir  John  Ramomy. 

"Why,  the  devil  has  aided  thee,  Dwining,"  sakl  the 
Knight.  "Listen^  my  dear  lord.—*  Respected  frither 
and  liege  Sovereign,— Know  that  important  consi- 
derations induce  me  to  take  my  departure  from  this 
your  court,  purposing  to  make  my  abode  at  Falk- 
land, both  as  the  seat  of  my  dearest  uncle  Albany, 
with  whom  I  know  your  Migesty  would  desire  me  to 
use  all  familiarity,  and  as  the  residence  of  one  from 
whom  I  have  been  too  long  estranged,  and  with 
whom  I  haste  to  exchange  vows  of  the  closest  aflec- 
tion  from  henceforward. 

The  Duke  of  Rothsay  and  Ramomy  laufl^ed  ah>ud : 
and  the  physician,  who  had  listened  to  his  own  scraU 
as  if  it  were  a  sentence  of  death,  encouraged  by  thehr 
applause,  raised  his  eyes,  uttered  faintly  his  chuckling 
note  of  He  1  he !  and  was  again  grave  and  silent,  as 
if  afraid  he  had  transgressed  the  bounds  of  reverent 
respect. 

*^Admirable!"said  the  Prince— "  Admirable  1  The 
old  man  will  apply  all  this  to  the  Duches^  as  they 
call  her,  of  Rothsay.— Dwinii|g,. thou  shouldst  bo  a 
seertHs  to  his  Holiness  the  Pope,  who  sometimeB,  it 
is  said,  wants  a  scribe  that  can  make  one  word  record 
two  meanings.  I  will  subscribe  it,  and  have  the 
praise  of  the  device." 

"  And  now,  my  lord."  said  Ramomy,  sealing  the 
letter,  and  leaving  it  behind,  "  will  you  not  to  boat  7" 

"Not  till  my  chamberlain  attends,  with  some 
clothes  and  necessaries— and  you  may  call  my  sew- 
er also." 

"My  lord,"  said  Ramomy,  "time  presaes,  and 
preparation  will  but  excite  suspicion.  Your  officers 
will  follow  with  die  mails  to-morrow.  For  to-night, 
I  trust  my  poor  service  may  suffice  to  wait  on  yon  at 
table  and  chamber." 

"Nay,  this  time  it  is  thou  who  foraets,"  said  the 
PrinccL  touching  the  wounded  arm  with  his  walkioi^ 
rod.  ^'Recollect,  man,  thou  otnat  neither  carve  a 
capon,  nor  tie  a  point— a  gooAr  sewer,  or  valpt  of 
the  mouth  I"  ^       .       ^      l- 

Ramomy  grinned  with  rage  and  pam;  for  his 
wound,  though  in  a  way  of  heahnft  was  still  hiaily 
sensitive,  and  even  the  pointing  a  finger  towards  it 
made  him  tremble. 

"Will  your  Highness  now  be  pleased  to  take 
boatl" 

"Not  till  I  take  leave  of  the  Lord  ConstaUs. 
Rothsay  most  not  slip  away,  like  a  thief  froin  a  m>* 
son,  from  the  house  of  BnoL  Summon  him  fai- 
tfaer." 

"  My  Lord  Duke,"  said  Ramomy,  "  it  may  be  dan- 
gerous to  our  plan." 

"  To  the  devil  with  danger,  thy  plan  and  thyself  I*- 
I  must  and  will  act  to  Errol  as  becomes  us  both." 

The  Earl  entered,  agreeable  to  the  Pnnoe*s  sum- 

"I  gave  you  this  trouble,  my  lord,"  said  Rothsay, 
with  Uie  dbgnified  courtesy  ¥^h  he  knew  so  well 
how  to  assume,  "  to  thank  you  for  your  hoapitaltty 
and  your  good  oompany.,  I  can  enioy  them  no  long- 
er, as  pressing  affairs  call  me  to  Falkland. 

"My  lord,^  sakl  the  Lord  Hifl^  Constable,  "I 
trast  your  Graee  rsnembera  that  you  are  cni*~ 
waid.^ 
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'*  How  1— under  ward  7  If  I  am  a  prisoner,  speak 
plainly— if  not,  I  will  take  mv  freedom  to  depart." 

"  I  would,  my  lord,  your  I^ighness  would  request 
his  Majesty's  permission  for  this  journey.  There  will 
be  much  displeasure." 

"  Mean  you  displeasure  against  yourself,  my  lord, 
or  against  me  ?"  . 

"  1  have  already  said  jfour  Highness  hes  m  ward 
here;  but  if  you  determine  to  treak  it,  I  have  no 
warrant— God  forbid— to  put  force  on  your  inclina- 
tions. I  can  but  en trea t  your  H ighness,  for  your  own 
Bake" 

"Of  my  own  interests  I  am  the  best  judge— Grood 
evening  to  you,  my  lord."  . 

The  wilful  Prince  stepped  into  the  boat  with  Divi- 
ning and  Ramomy,  and,  waiting  for  no  other  attend- 
ance, Eviot  pushed  off  the  vessel,  which  descended  the 
Tay  rapid Iv  by  the  assistance  of  sail  and  oar,  and  of 
the  ebb-iioe.  . 

For  some  soace  the  Duke  of  Roth  say  appeared  si- 
lent and  moody,  nor  did  his  companions  interrupt  his 
reflections.  He  raised  his  head  at  length,  and  said, 
"My  father  loves  a  jest,  and  when  all  a  over,  he  will 
take  this  frohc  at  no  more  serious  rate  than  it  de* 
serves— a  fit  of  youth,  with  which  he  will  deal  as  he 
has  with  others.- Yonder,  my  masters,  sho%vs  the  old 
Hold  of  Kinfauns,  frowning  above  the  Tay.  Now, 
tell  me,  John  Ramomy,  how  thou  hast  deal:  to  get 
the  Pair  Maid  of  Perth  out  of  the  hands  of  yonder 
bull-headed  Provost ;  for  Errol  told  me  it  was  ru- 
moured that  she  was  under  his  protection." 

"Truly  she  was,  my  lord,  with  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing transferred  to  the  patronage  of  the  Duchess,— I 
mean  of  the  Lady  Marjory  of  Douglas.  Now,  this 
beetle-headed  Provost,  who  is  after  all  but  a  piece  of 
blundering  valiancy,  has,  hke  most  such,  a  retainer 
of  some  slyness  and  cunning,  whom  he  uses  m  all 
his  deaUngs,  and  whose  suggestions  he  generally  con- 
siders as  his  own  ideas.  Whenever  I  would  possess 
myself  of  a  landward  baron,  I  address  myself  to 
such  a  confidant,  who,  in  the  present  case,  is  called 
Kitt  Henshaw,  an  old  skipper  upon  the  Tay,  and  who, 
having  in  his  time  sailed  as  far  as  Campvere,  holds 
with  Sir  Patrick  Charteris  the  resppct  due  to  one 
who  has  seen  foreign  countries.  This  his  agent  I 
have  made  my  own,  and  by  his  means  have  insinua- 
ted various  apologies,  in  order  to  postpone  the  depar- 
ture of  Catharine  for  Falkland-" 

"  But  to  what  good  purpose  W 

"  I  know  not  if  it  is  wise  to  tell  your  Highness, 
lest  you  should  disapprove  of  my  views— I  meant  the 
officers  of  the  Commission  for  mqeiry  into  heretical 
opinions  should  have  found  the  Fair  Maid  at  Kin- 
founs,  for  our  beauty  is  a  peevish,  self-willed  swerver 
firom  the  Church;  and  certes,  I  designed  that  the 
Knight  should  have  come  in  for  his  share  of  the  fines 
and  confiscations  that  were  about  to  be  inflicted. 
The  monks  were  eager  enough  to  be  at  him,  seeing 
he  hath  had  frequent  disputes  with  them  about  the 
■almon-tithe." 

"But  wherefore  wouldst  thou    have  ruined  the 
Knight's  fortunes,  and  brought  the  beautiful  young 
woman  to  the  stak&  perchance  7" 
"  Pshaw,  my  Lora  Duke !— Monks  never  bum  pret- 

2f  maidetis.  An  old  woman  might  have  been  in  some 
anger ;  and  as  for  my  Lord  Provost,  as  they  call 
him,  if  they  had  clipped  off  some  of  his  fiit  acres,  it 
woiild  have  been  some  atonement  for  the  needless 
hnve  he  put  on  me  in  Saint  John's  church." 

"Methmks,  John,  it  was  but  a  base  revenge,"  said 
Bothsay. 

"  Rest  ye  contented,  my  lord.  He  that  cannot  right 
himself  by  the  hand,  must  use  bis  head.— Well,  that 
chance  was  over  by  the  tender-hearted  Douglas's  de- 
claring in  fiivour  of  tender  conscience;  and  then, 
my  lonl,  old  Henshaw  found  no  farther  objectionB  to 
canying  tbe  Pair  Maid  of  Perth  to  Falkland,— not  to 
ahare  the  dulnesa  of  the  Ladv  MarjoiV s  society,  as 
Sir  Patrick  Charteris  and  she  herself  doth  opme, 
but  to  keep  your  Highness  from  tiring  when  we  re- 
turn from  hunting  in  the  park." 

There  was  again  a  long  pause,  in  which  the  Prince 
sectned  to  muse  deeply.  At  length  he  spoke.—"  Ra- 
momy, I  have  a  scruple  in  this  matter ;  but  if  I 


name  it  to  thee,  the  devil  of  sophistnr,  with  whick 
thou  art  possessed,  will  argue  it  out  of  me,  as  it  hm 
done  many  others.  This  girl  is  the  most  beaoo- 
ful,  one  excepted,  whom  I  ever  saw  or  knew ;  uid  I 
like  her  the  more  that  the  bears  some  features  of- 
Elizabeth  of  Dunbar.  But  she,  I  mean  Caihafine 
Glover,  is  contracted,  and  presently  to  be  wedded,  to 
Henry  the  Armourer,  a  craftsman  uneqiialled  fcr 
skill,  and  a  man-at-arms  yet  unmatched  m  the  bar- 
race.  To  follow  out  this  intrigue  would  do  a  good 
fellow  too  much  wronc." 

"Your  Highness  will  not  expect  me  to  be  very  so- 
licitous of  Henry  Smith's  interest,"  said  Ramoray, 
looking  at  his  wounded  arm. 

"  By  Saint  Andrew  with  his  shored  cross,  this  dis- 
aster of  thine  is  too  much  harped  upon,  John  Ramor- 
ny!  Others  arc  content  with  putting  a  finger  inta 
every  man's  pie,  but  thou  must  thrust  m  thy  vrhek 
gory  hand.  It  is  done,  and  cannot  be  undone— kl 
It  be  forgotten." 

"  Nav.  my  lord,  you  allude  to  it  more  freqceoiSj 
than  I,  answered  the  Knight, — "  in  derisien,  it  a 
true ;  while  I — but  I  en  n  be  silent  on  the  subject  if] 
cannot  forget  it." 

"  Well,  then,  I  tell  thee  that  I  have  scruple  sbooi 
this  intrigue.  Dost  thou  remember,  when  we  wKt 
in  a  frolic  to  hear  father  Clement  preach,  or  radcr 
to  see  this  fnir  heretic,  that  he  spoke  as  toochiD^ 
as  a  minstrel  about  the  rich  man  taking  away  ffit 
poor  mans*  only  ewe  lamb  ?" 

"A  great  matter^  indeed,"  answered  Sir  John, 
"that  this  churl's  wife's  eldest  son  should  be  Cither- 
ed  by  the  Prince  of  Scotland !  How  many  tiBk 
would  covet  the  like  fate  for  their  fair  countessn  ? 
and  how  many  that  have  had  such  Rood  luck 
not  a  grain  the  worse  for  it  7" 

"And  if  I  might  presume  to  speak,"  said  the 
diciner,  "  the  ancient  laws  of  Scotland  ai  _ 
a  privilege  to  every  feudal  lord  over  his  female  vas- 
sais.  though  lack  of  spirit  and  love  of  money  hadi 
made  many  exchange  it  for  gold." 

"  I  require  no  ar^ment  to  urge  me  to  be  kind  to  a 
pretty  woman :  But  this  Catharine  has  been 
cold  to  me,"  said  the  Prince. 

"Nay,  my  Lord,"  said  Ramomy.  "i^  youn&t 
some,  and  a  Prince,  you  know  not  how  to  maju  i 
aelf  acceptable  to  n  fine  woman,  it  is  not  for  ne  « 
say  more." 

"  And  if  it  were  not  far  too  great  audacity  inme  lo 
spesk  sgain,  I  would  say/'  quoth  the  leech,  **  tha*  al 
Perth  knows  that  the  Uow  Chrort  never  was  tbe 
maiden's  choice,  but  fairly  forced  upon  her  by  her  ft- 
ther.  I  know  for  certtun  that  she  refiised  bun  re- 
peatedly." 

"Nay,  if  thou  canst  assure, us  of  that,  the 
much  altered,"  said  Rothsay.  '  **  Vulcan  wvs  a 
as  well  as  Harry  Wynd ;  he  would  needs  wed  Ti 
and  our  Chronicles  tell  us  what  came  of  it." 

"  Then  long  may  Lady  Venus  live  and  be 
ped,"  said  Sir  John  Ramomy;  "and  socoentoi 

Sallant  knight  Mars,  who  goes  a-wooing  to  bergod- 
ess-ship !' 

The  discourse  took  a  gay  and  idle  tnra  fbrafev 
minutes ;  but  the  Duke  of  Rothsay  aoon  droppid  iL 
"I  have  left,"  he  said,  "yonder  air  of  the  ^rins- 
house  behind  me,  and  yet  my  spirits  scarce  renvc.  I 
feel  that  drowsy,  not  unpleaaing,  yet  mdaiMMr 
mood,  that  comes  over  us  when  exhausted  by  en^ 
cise,  or  satiated  with  pleaaura.  Some  music  aev, 
atealing  on  the  ear,  yet  not  loud  enough  to  make  m 
lift  the  eye,  were  a  treat  for  the  goda.**^ 

"  Your  Grace  has  but  to  speak  your  wiabei,  aid 
the  nymphs  of  the  Tay  are  as  favourable  as  the  flir 
ones  upon  the  shore.— Ilark— it  is  a  lute." 

"A  lute!"  said  the  Duke  of  Rothsay,  Isteaar; 
"  it  is,  and  rarely  touched.  I  ahould  leuiembei  ifeift 
dying  fidl.  Steer  towards  the  boat  from  wheaee  tht 
music  comes." 

"  It  is  old  Henshaw,"  said  Ramomy, ' 
the  stream.— How,  akipper  I" 

The  boatman  answered  the  hail,  and 
alongside  of  the  Prince's  barge. 

"Oh,  ho!  my  old  friend I'^aakl  the  Ptinea^ raoM- 
nising  the  figure  as  well  as  the  appaintBMBta  of  flis 
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French  glee-woman,  Louiae.  "  I  think  I  owe  thee 
Kunethmg  for  being  the  means  of  thy  having  a  fright, 
It  leaat,  upob  St.  Valentine's  day.  Into  this  M)at 
with  the  lute,  puppy  dog,  scrip  and  all— I  will  prefer 
thee  to  lady's  servicew  who  shall  feed  thy  very  cur 
on  capons  and  canary." 

"  I  trost  your  Highness  will  consider''— said  Ra- 
morny. 

**  I  will  consider  nothing  but  my  pleasure,  John. 
?n.jf  do  thou  be  so  complymg  as  to  consider  it  also." 
'*l8  it  indeed  to  a  lady^s  service  you  would  pro- 
mote me  ?"  said  the  glee-maiden.    "  And  where  does 
Ae  dwell  V* 
"  At  Falkland,"  answered  the  Prince. 
"  Oh,  I  have  heard  of  that  great  lady !"  said  Louise ; 
"  and  will  you  indeed  prefer  me  to  your  right  royal  con- 
sort's service  7" 

"  I  will,  by  my  honour— whenever  I  receive  her  as 
•uch— Mark  that  reservation,  John,"  said  he  aside  to 
Ramorny. 

The  persons  who  were  in  the  boat  caught  up  the 
tidings,  and  concluding  a  reconciliation  was  about  to 
take  place  betwixt  the  royal  couple,  exhorted  Louise 
to  profit  by  her  good  fortune,  and  add  herself  to  the 
Duchess  of  Rothsay's  train.  Several  offered  her 
•ome  acknowledgment  for  the  exercise  of  her  talents. 
During  this  moment  of  delay,  Ramorny  whirred 
to  Dwinm^  "  Make  in,  knave,  with  some  objection. 
Hits  addition  is  one  too  many.  Rouse  thy  wits,  while 
I  ipeak  a  word  with  Henahaw." 

If  I  might  presume  to  speak,"  said  D wining,  **as 
one  who  have  made  my  studies  both  in  Spam  and 
Arabia,  I  would  say,  my  lord,  that  the  sickness  has 

Speared  in  Edinburgh,  and  that  there  may  be  risk  in 
mitting  this  young  wanderer  into  your  Highness' s 
vicinity." 

"  Ah !  and  what  is  it  to  thee,"  said  Rothsay, 
"  whether  I  choose  to  be  poisoned  by  the  pestilence 
or  the  apothecary?  Must  thou,  too,  needs  thwart 
my  humour  Y* 

While  the  Prince  thus  silenced  the  remonstrances 
of  Dwining,  Sir  John  Ramomv  had  snatched  a  mo- 
ment to  learn  from  Henshaw  that  the  removal  of  the 
Duchess  of  Rothsay  from  Falkland  was  still  kept 
prolbundly  secret,  and  that  Catharine  Glover  would 
arrive  there  that  evening  or  the  next  morning,  in  ex- 
pectation of  being  taken  under  the  noble  lady's  pro- 
tection. 

The  Duke  of  Rothsay,  deeplv  plunged  in  thought, 
received  this  intimation  so  coidly,  that  Ramorny  took 
the  liberty  of  remonstrating.  This,  my  lord,"  he 
nid,  "  is  playing  the  spoiled  child  of  fortune.  You 
irisb  for  liberty— it  comes.  You  wish  for  beauty— it 
iwaits  you,  with  just  so  much  delay  as  to  render  the 
lioon  more  preciors.  Even  your  slightest  desires 
ttOD  a  law  to  the  I*'ates ;  for  you  desire  music  when 
t  seems  most  distant,  and  the  lute  and  song  are  at 
four  hand.  These  things,  so  sent,  should  be  enjoyed, 
the  we  are  but  hke  petted  children,  who  break  and 
Jvow  from  them  the  toys  they  have  wept  themselves 
■ck  for." 

"  To  ei^oy  pleasure,  Ramorny,"  said  the  Prince, 
'*a  man  should  ha>o  suffered  pain,  as  it  requires  fast- 
Dg  to  gain  a  good  appetite.  We.  who  can  have  all 
or  a  wish,  little  enjoy  that  all  when  we  have  pos- 
Ksaod  it.  Seest  thou  yonder  thick  cloud,  which  is 
ibout  to  burst  to  rain?  It  seems  to  stifle  me— the 
iraters  look  dark  and  lurid— the  shores  have  lost  their 
leautifijl  fonn"— 

'*  My.  lord,  foxgive  your  servant,"  said  Ramorny. 
*  You  indulge  a  powerful  imagination,  as  an  unsku- 
iil  horseman  permits  a  fiery  steed  to  rear  until  he 
alls  back  on  his  master  and  crushes  him.  I  prey 
tMi  shako  off  this  lethargy.  Shall  the  glee-maiden 
Dske  some  music?" 

"  Let  her— but  it  must  be  melancholy ;  all  mirth 
vould  at  this  moment  jar  on  my  ear." 

The  maiden  sung  a  melancholy  dirge  in  Norman 
i'rench ;  the  words,  of  which  the  following  is  an  imi- 
acion,  were  united  to  a  tune  as  doleful  as  they  are 
bemselves. 


At  ttraam  and  bonk,  and  ricy  and  grooDd. 
Thy  lifii  it«  final  ooune  has  found. 
And  thoa  must  die. 


I. 


Yat.  fbott  naytt  tlfh. 

And  look  ooea  omio  at  all  araond, 


Yn,  lay  Uiee  down, 

And  while  Ui  j  stiua f  liof  pain*  flnttar, 

Bid  tlM  fray  monk  liu  wral-maM  mnttor, 

And  Um  deep  brll  ita  death-lone  aMer 

Thy  lift  if  gone. 

s. 
Be  not  afhiid. 

Til  but  a  pent,  and  then  a  thriH. 
A  fever  fit,  and  then  a  chill : 
And  Uien  an  end  of  human  ill. 
For  thou  art  dead. 

The  Prince  made  no  observation  on  the  music  i 
and  the  maiden,  at  Ramomy's  beck,  went  on  frt>m 
time  to  time  with  her  minstrel  craft,  until  the  evening 
sunk  down  into  rain,  firet  soft  and  gentle,  at  len^h 
m  great  quantities,  and  accompanied  by  a  cold  wind. 
There  was  neither  cloak  nor  covering  tor  the  Prince, 
and  he  sullenly  rejected  that  which  lUrmony  offeared. 

/  It  is  not  for  Rothsay  to  wear  your  cast  garments, 
Sir  John— this  melted  snow,  which  I  feel  pierce  me 
to  the  very  marrow,  I  am  now  encountering  by  your 
fiiult.  Why  dki  you  presume  to  put  off  the  toat  with- 
out my  servants  and  apparel?" 

Ramorny  did  not  attempt  an  exculpation ;  for  he 
knew  the  Prince  was  in  one  of  those  humours,  when 
to  enlarge  upon  a  j^ricvance  was  more  pleasing  to 
him  than  to  have'his  mouth  stopped  by  any  reaaon- 
able  apology.  In  sullen  silence,  or  amid  unsuppressed 
chiding,  the  boat  arrived  at  the  fishing  village  of  New- 
burgh.  The  porty  landed,  and  found  horses  in  readi- 
ness, which  indeed  Ramorny  had  long  since  provided 
for  the  occasion.  Their  quality  underwent  the  Prince's 
bitter  sarcasm,  expressed  to  Ramorny  sometimes  by 
direct  words,  oftener  bv'bitter  gibes.  At  length  they 
were  mounted,  and  rode  on  through  the  closing  night 
and  the  falling  rain,  the  Prince  loading  the  wav  wiih 
reckless  haste.  The  glee-maiden,  mounted  by  his 
express  order,  attendeathem  ;  and  well  for  her  that, 
accustomed  to  severe  weather,  and  exercise  both  on 
foot  and  horseback,  she  supported  as  firmly  as  the 
men  the  fatigues  of  the  nocturnal  ride.  Ramorny 
was  compelled  to  keep  at  the  Prince's  rein,  being  un- 
der no  small  anxiety  lest,  in  his  wayward  fit,  he 
might  ride  off  from  him  entirely,  and,  takiiig  refuge 
in  the  house  of  some  loyal  baron,  escape  the  snare 
which  was  roread  for  him.  He  therefore  suffered  in- 
expressibly during  the  ride,  both  in  mind  and  in  body. 

At  lengtn  the  forest  of  Falkland  received  them«  and 
a  glimpse  of  the  moon  showed  the  dark  and  huge 
tower,  an  appendage  of  royalty  itself^  though  granted 
for  a  season  to  the  Duke  of  Albany.  On  a  signal 
given  the  drawbridge  fell.  Torches  glared  in  the 
court-yard,  menials  attended,  and  the  Prmce,  assisted 
from  horseback,  was  ushered  into  an  apartment, 
where  Ramorny  waited  on  him,  together  with  Dwi- 
ning, and  entreated  him  to  take  the  leech's  advice. 
The  Duke  of  Rothsay  repulsed  the  proposal,  haughtily 
ordered  his  bed  to  be  prepared,  and  having  stood  for 
some  time  shivering  m  his  dank  garments  bende  a 
large  blazing  fire,  he  retired  to  his  apartment  without 
taking  leave  of  any  one. 

'*  You  see  the  peevish  humour  of  this  childish  boy, 
now,"  saki  Ramorny  to  Dwining ;  "  can  you  wonder 
that  a  servant,  who  has  done  so  much  for  him  as  I 
hav&  should  bo  tired  of  such  a  master  ?" 

"  No,  truly,"  said  Dwining,  "  that  and  the  pro- 
mised Earldom  of  Lindores  would  shake  any  man's 
fidelity.  But  shall  ,we  commence  with  hun  this 
evening?  He  has,  if  eye  and  chedi  speak  true,  the 
foundatk>n  of  a  fever  within  him,  which  will  make 
oinr  work  easy,  while  it  will  seem  the  effect  of  nature." 

"  It  is  an  opportunity  lost,*'  said  Ramorny ;  **  but 
we  must  delay  our  blow  till  no  has  seen  this  beauty, 
Catharine  Olover.  She  may  be  hereafter  a  wimess 
that  she  saw  him  in  good  healm,  and  master  of  his 
own  motions,  a  briefspace  before— you  underetand 
me?** 

Dwining  nodded  assent,  and  added, 

*'  There  is  no  time  lost :  for  there  is  little  difiliculty 
in  blighting  a  flower,  exhausted  fiom  having  been 
made  to  bloom  too  soon." 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Ahiwl  lB»oUil»wutlll«B5).-wi«lil, 
Bunfim  >aR<n1  anduiindlTtlH^. 

With  the  next  marnins  itie  humaor  or  tbe  Duke 
or  Rothur  wu  chanKecT  He  cooiplBincd.  ind«d, 
of  pain  und  (ever,  but  tbey  rui^ier  Kerned  la  eumu- 
lale  than  lo  overwhelm  him.  Us  wu  fiiinitiar  with 
Ramorny,  and  tbouRh  he  nid  nothing  on  the  subject 
of  the  preceding  night,  it  waa  plain  be  remembered 
what  hedeeired^o  obliterate  from  the  memory  of  hia 
fbUowen— the  ill-huniaur  he  had  then  displayed.  He 
WTif  '  it'll  >'i  ■  t'lity  one,  and  jisled  with  Bkmomy  on 
'  -    I  I'athaiine's  anivBt. 


Marjory' i  wBiiuu-woman  I  Thou  heat  not  many  o( 
the  lender  ecitn  thy  houaahold,  I  takeit,Raniomyr' 
"  Fmili.  none  eacept  the  minalrel  wcnclk  but  • 
liouKi]<>l<<  ilniilfie  or  two  whom  we  may  not  tutpenae 
wiih.  IV.  rill  way,  ahe  is  aniioinly  inquirinB  aftar 
(he  nt[^ir<  --  's'-urHi^^neaa  promtaed  to  prefer  her  '~ 
—SIjhII  J  <!i.iiiias  her,  to  hunt  for  her  new  mtaire 


J-  no  nieana,  she  will  serve  to 
,hari[you,  were  it  Dot  weU  I 
with  Bometbinxof  a  mnmtmt 
low  mean  you,  my  lord  f 
hou  art  dull,  man— We  wUl  i 


will  be  Duke  i 


IDuch 


in  my  o- 


t  dieuipfHi 
a  of  Rothi 


"  No  one  ao  dull  oa  a  wit,"  laid  the  Prince,  ' 
ha  does  not  fait  ofT  the  scent  at  once.  My  Di 
aa  they  call  her,  has  been  in  as  great  a  hurry  to  run 
away  from  Falkland,  as  1  to  come  hither.  Wchave 
both  left  our  apparel  behind.  There  is  aa  much 
feniale  Inimpery  In  ibe  wardrobe  sdjoining  to  my 
alacpinft-room,  aa  would  equip  a  whole  camival. 
Look  you,  1  will  play  Dune  Marjory,  disposed  on 
this  day-bed  here  wiih  a  mourning  veil  and  a  wrealh 
of  willow,  to  show  my  forsaken  plighl ;  thou,  John, 
wilt  look  atarch  and  alilT  enaUEh  for  her  Oalwwian 
maid  of  honour,  the  Countesa  Hermigdd ;  and  Dwi- 
nlnH  shall  present  the  old  Hecate,  her  nurse,— only 
aheliath  mors  besrd  on  her  upi»r  lip  than  Dwinioa 
on  hia  whole  face,  and  skull  to  boot.  He  diould 
have  the  commodity  of  a  beard  to  set  her  forth  coo- 
Ennnably.  Oel  thy  kitchen  drudges,  and  wl 

oftheMc^ooi 


u  haal  with  thee,  to 


10  the  anteraom,  and  told  Dw 

..  jumonr 

n  how  httle  I  see  him, 

"Trust  ali  to  me,"  said  lh_  ,.., . „   . 

hia  aboutdsrs.     "  What  sort  of  a  butcher  la  he  tba 
can  CM  (he  lamb's  throat,  yel  is  afraid  to  hear  i 


"Tuah,  fear  not  my  conalaney- 1  cannot  forKCI 
that  he  would  bavs  cast  me  into  the  cloister  with  aa 
little  renrd  aa  if  he  threw  away  (he  truocbeon  of  a 
broken  lance.  Begone— yel  stay— ere  you  go  to  «t- 
nnge  this  ailly  pageant,  somelhinK  must  he  seiiled 
to  impose  on  the  iKck-wilted  Charteria.  He  is  like 
enough,  ahauld  be  be  leA  in  ths  belief  Ihst  the 
Ducbeaa  of  Kotfasay  ia  still  here,  and  Catbarins 
r,, : J .._.    ._■'___..   jg^„  ^^ 


lender  patronanB  of  Ihia  damsel.'' 

"With  that  hint,  lei  me  alone  to  deal  with  him.  I 
wdl  send  him  such  a  letter,  that  for  this  monlh  he 
shall  hold  himself  as  ready  for  a  ioorasy  to  htJI  ss 
to  FatUsDd.-Can  yon  tell  ns  the  name  of  ibe 
Ducbeaa' a  conleaaor  1" 

"WallheoCagraythar." 


RE  CANONOATE.  [Ciuv.  3UCJ 

"  Enough— thsB  ben  I  start." 

lo  a  fow  muiuie%  Cot  be  was  a  clerk  of  nr*  cd 
ri(y,  Dwining  Bniabed  a  letter,  which  he  pl»cad 
Ramomy'B  bonds. 

"  llis  is  admirable  and  wouLl  have  made  Ibyfl 
tune  with  Rothaay— I  think  I  should  have  been  1 
jealous  10  trust  tnee  in  hia  household,  oave  ibx  I 
day  is  closed." 

'^R«<4    ll    Him  w     m 


we  WaltbeoCur.'. 
Frascia,  do  ther 

»t  the  temerity*  n 


niaiai  of  which 


IT  of  any  olhn  female,  aaviafi  ■ 
Cmt  cohabitation  the  aavoui  ■■  ga 

-r -_ ,  Angua,  and  Polhafaiiv.    Nevent 

tesa,  her  Highness,  ooDsdenng  the  case  aa  aot 
human  frailty,  hath  not  cauaedtbia  wanton  ooe  utl 
seouiKed  wiih  nettlea,  or  otheiwiae  lo  dree  penmasi 
but  as  two  good  hreihren  of  the  convent  of  LindoBB 
the  Falhets  Thiekacull  and  DundennoiE,  hare  bs^ 
summoned  up  lo  the  HitUanda  upon  an  ctfieaal  eai 
hs-  Hwimeaa  bath  committed  to  thor  can  d 
maiden  Catharine,  with  charge  lo  convey  ho-  le  ■ 
father,  whom  ahe  alalea  to  be  rending  beside  Lai 
Tay,  under  whose  prolectkin  she  will  find  a  ailaani 
more  fitting  her  quahtka  and  hatnts,  than  the  Caa 
of  Falkland,  while  her  Hiehnesa  the  Docbeas  i 
Sothaay  abides  there.  She  hath  diarged  the  aa 
reverend  brothers  so  to  deal  with  the  young  woiaa 
as  mar  give  her  a  sense  of  the  sin  of  inconiinaia 
and  she  commcndeth  thee  to  conleeKon  and  dm 
tence.— Signeii,  Waltheof;  by  command  of  an  ng 
and  mighiy  Pnncess"— and  so  fotlh. 

When  he  had  finiahed,  "  Eicelleat— eiceUeiri! 
Ramofoy  eiclaimed.  "  This  nneipecied  rebuff  ■! 
drive  Chanens  mad  1  He  halh  been  loag  mskiv  I 
sort  of  horoage  to  this  lady,  and  to  find  fiimseir  sa 
peeled  of  Incontinence,  when  be  was  eipe^uig  Ik 
full  credit  of  a  charitable  action,  will  altaanber  M 
found  him;  and,  as  thou  eay'al,  it  mil  be  ha 
enough  ere  he  come  hither  to  look  after  tbe  daissd 
or  do  honour  to  the  dame.- Bat  away  to  thy  [isiesH' 
while  1  prepare  that  which  sboll  dose  the  pagiiaa 

It  waa  an  hour  hefiire  noon,  when  Calliaiiai 
esconed  by  oU  Heoshaw,  and  a  gmam  of  die  Enia 
of  KinbuDS,  anived  be&m  tbe  Undl  j  lower  of  Fafc 
land,  file  broad  banner  which  was  duvUyed  fnm 
it  bore  ihe  anna  of  Rolhsay,  lbs  scrvanu  who  a* 
peared  wore  tbe  ecdonrs  of  tbe  Prince's  bossekcM 
all  GODfirming  ihe  ■eiwral  bdief  thai  the  DochM 
still  residsd  there.  Catbaiine's  bean  (broUed.  fa 
she  bed  heard  that  Ibe  Dnchaaa  had  iheprideasvd 
as  the  high  couriise  of  the  house  of  Douglsa,  and  iii 
uncertsin  touching  tbe  reception  aba  was  lo  enc- 
rienoe.  On  entering  the  Castles  aiie  afassved  tW 
tbe  train  waa  smatleir  than  afae  bad  expected,  hot  v 
the  Duchess  lived  in  doss  Tennanent,  At  was  ink 
surprised  at  Ihia,  In  a  apecies  of  aniemm  ite  *■ 
met  by  a  little  oM  wonan.  wba  seemed  bcol  ddriji 
with  age,  and  supported  bcraelf  opan  an  sbooy  soC 

"  Tmly  ihou  art  welcome,  fair  dani^iler,  ■■ 
she,  saluting  Caihorini^  "  and,  as  I  may  ssj,  u  ■ 
iffiicted  hoiuc ;  and  I  tmat  (once  more  nltMnu  kil 
thou  wilt  be  a  conaolition  to  my  preciosa  aaiii^ 
royal  daujtfaler  the  Duchess.  Sit  thee  ion,  m 
chdd,  till  I  see  whetfaer  my  Udy  be  at  letsore  lo  is- 
ceive  thee.  Ah,  my  cbiliT.  thuu  art  Tery  lovely  •■ 
dead.  IT  Our  Lady  halh  given  to  thee  a  soid  to  biskI 
with  so  fair  a  body." 

With  that  (hccounterfigtoU  wosnan  erqit  inlo  ik 
next  apartment,  when  she  foand  Rothaay  a  it* 
masqoeradmg  habit  be  had  prepared,  and  BsmoniT' 
who  had  evaded  taking  part  in  the  pBgisiil,  a  m 
ordinary  attire. 

"  Thou  sit  a  prsdous  rascal,  Sir  Docloi,"  saif  lk 
Princs;  "by  my  honour  I  think  Ibou  codiUtGidiB 
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The 


While 


ifay  heart  to  play  out  the  whole  ploy  thyselC  lover^s 
9art  and  all.'^ 

"  If  it  were  to  sare  your  Highness  trouble/'  said 
•be  leech,  with  his  usual  subduod  laugh. 

"No,  no,"  said  Rothsay,  "I'll  never  need  thy 
IkIp,  man— and  tell  me  now^  how  look  I,  thus  dis- 
pMed  on  the  couch— languishing  and  ladylike,  ha  7" 
**  Something  too  fine  complexioned  and  soft-fea- 
■nred  for  the  L^dy  Marjory  of  Douglas,  if  I  may  pre- 
Vune  to  say  so,"  said  the  leech. 
■  "  Away,  villain,  and  marshal  in  this  fair  frost-piccc 
Mear  no'i  she  will  complain  of  my  efteminacy— and 
noo,  Ramornr,  away  also." 

T  la  the  Knight  left  the  apartment  by  one  door,  the 
^  Itious  old  woman  ushered  in  Catharine  Glover  by 
>ther.    The  room  had  been  carefully  darkened  to 
It,  so  that  Catharine  saw  the  apparently  female 
stretched  on  the  couch  without  the  least  aus- 
m. 

Is  that  the  maiden  7"  asked  Rothsay,  in  a  voice 
illy  sweet,  and  now  carefully  modulated  to  a 
.  enng  tone—"  Let  her  approach,  Oriselda,  and 
I  oar  hand." 

supposed  nurse  led  the  trembling  maiden  for- 
..  to  tne  side  of  the  couch,  and  si;;ned  to  her  to 
il.    Catharine  did  so,  and  kissed  w'ith  much  de- 
m  and  simplicity  the  gloved  hand  which  the 
itofeit  Duchess  extended  to  her. 
Be  not  afraid,"  said  the  same  musical  voice ;  "in 
[Tou  only  see  a  melancholy  example  of  the  vanity 
'  unan  greatness— haupv  tho^e,  my  child,  whose 
places  them  beneatn  the  stoniis  of  state." 
nile  he  spoke,  he  put  his  arms  around  Catharine's 
and  drew  her  towards  him,  as  if  to  salute  her  in 
of  welcome.    But  the  kiss  was  bestowed  with 
ievnestness  which  so  much  over-acted  the  part  of 
fiiir  natroness,   that  Catharine,  concluding  the 
dbess  had  lost  her  senses,  screamed  aloud. 
Peace,  fool !  it  is  I— David  of  Rothsay." 
Catharine  looked  around  her— the  nurse  was  gone, 
the  Duke  tearing  off  his  veil,  she  saw  herself  in 
I  power  of  a  daring  young  libertine. 
'  Xow  be  present  with  me,  Heavon  !"  she  said ; 
'nd  thou  wut,  if  I  forsake  not  myself." 

diis  resolution  darted  through  her  mind,  she 

her  disposition  to  scream',  and,  as  far  as 

I  might,  strove  to  conceal  her  fear. 

'The  jest  hath  been  played,"  she  said,  with  as 

"i  firmness  as  she  could  assume ;  "  may  I  entreat 

your  Highness  will  now  unhand  me,"  for  he 

]  kept  hold  of  her  arm. 

*Nay,  my  pretty  captive,  struggle  not— why  should 
■  fear  7" 

I  do  not  struffde,  my  lord.    As  you  are  pleased 
I  detain  me,  I  wiU  not,  by  striving,  provoke  you  to 
nme  ill,  and  give  pain  to  yourself,  when  you  have 
t  to  think." 

'IVhy,  thou  traitress,  thou  hast  held  me  captive 
moDtha,"  aakl  tiie  Prince ;  "  and  wilt  thou  not 
I  me  h^  thee  for  a  moment  7" 
^Thia  were  gallantry,  my  lord,  were  it  in  the 
sii  of  Perth,  where  I  might  listen  or  escape  as 
tod— it  is  tyranny  here." 
"And  if  I  dkl  let  thee  go,  whither  wouldst  thou 
said  Rothsay.    "  The  bridges  are  up— the  poi#- 
down- ana    the   men  who   follow    nic  are 
?Iy  deaf  to  a  peevish  maiden's  squalls.    Be 
'therefore,  and  you  shall  know  what  ii  is  to 
J  a  Prince;" 

FolooBd  IDA  then,  my  lord,  and  hear  me  appeal 
thyself  to  thyadf— from  Rothsay  to  the  Pnncc 

t Scotland.— I  am  tlie  daughter  of  an  humble  but 
Ml  citizen.  I  am,  I  may  well-nigh  soy,  the  spouse 
tf  a  brave  and  honest  man.  If  I  have  given  yuur 
Wuiess  any  encouragement  for  what  you  have 
iMH,  ii  has  been  unintentional.  Thus  forewarned^  I 
CMicat  you  to  fbrego  your  power  over  me,  and  suffer 
M  to  depart.  Your  Highness  can  obtain  nothing 
pm  me,  save  by  means  equally  unworthy  of  knight- 
M  or  manhood." 

.  Vou  axe  bold.  Catharine,"  said  the  Prince,  "but 

Imher  as  a  knignt  nor  a  man  can  I  avoid  accepting 

MUfitnce.    I  must  teach  you  the  risk  of  such  chal- 

3  C 


While  he  spoke,  he  attempted  to  throw  his  arms 
again  aroundf  her;  but  she  eluded  his  grasp,  and 
proceeded  in  the  same  lone  of  firm  decision. 

"  3fy  strength,  my  lord,  is  as  great  to  defend  my- 
self in  an  honourabfe  strife,  as  yours  can  be  to  assail 
me  with  a  most  dishonourable  purpose.  Do  not 
shame  yourself  and  me  by  putting  it  to  the  combat. 
Vou  may  stun  me  with  blows,  or  you  may  call  aid  to 
overpower  me ;  but  otherwise  you  will  fail  of  your 
purpose." 

*'  What  a  brute  you  would  make  me !"  said  the 
Prince.  "  The  force  I  would  use  is  no  more  than 
excuses  women  in  yielding  to  their  own  weakness.'* 

He  sat  down  in  some  emotion. 

"  Then  koi-p  it,"  said  Catharine,  "  for  those  wo- 
men who  desire  such  an  excuse.  My  re.*(i8tance  ia 
that  of  the  most  determined  mind,  which  love  of  ho- 
nour and  fear  of  shame  ever  inspired.  Alas !  my 
lord,  could  you  succeed,  yi)u  would  but  break  every 
bond  between  mo  and  life— between  yourself  and 
honour.  I  have  been  trained  fraudulently  here,  by 
what  decoys  I  know  not ;  but  were  I  to  go  disho- 
noured hence,  it  would  be  to  denounce  the  destroyet 
of  my  happiness  to  every  quarter  of  Europe.  I  would 
take  the  palmer's  staff  in  my  hand,  and  wherevet 
chivalry  is  honoured,  or  the  word  Scotland  has  been 
heard,  I  would  proclaim  the  heir  of  a  hundred  kings, 
the  son  of  the  godly  Robert  Stewart,  the  Heir  of  the 
heroic  Bruce — a  truthless,  faithless  man,  unworthy 
of  the  crown  he  expects,  and  of  the  spurs  he  wears. 
Every  lady  in  wide  Europe  would  hold  your  name 
too  foul  for  her  lipa— every  worthy  knight  would  hold 
you  a  baffled,  forsworn  caitiff,  false  to  the  first  vow 
of  arms,  the  protection  of  woman,  and  the  defence  ot 
the  feeble." 

Rothsay  rcsunied  his  seat,  and  looked  at  her  with 
a  countenance  in  which  resentment  was  mingled 
with  admiration.  "  You  forget  to  whomyou  ^peM, 
maiden.  Know,  the  distinction  I  have  oSered  you  is 
one  for  which  hundreds,  whose  trains  you  are  bom 
to  bear,  would  feel  gratitude." 

"  Once  more,  my  lord,"  resumed  Catharine,  "  keep 
these  favours  for  those  by  whom  they  are  prized ;  or 
rather  reserve  your  time  and  your  health  for  other 
and  nobler  pursuits,— for  the  defence  of  your  country 
and  the  happiness  of  your  subjects.  Alas,  my  lord! 
how  willingly  would  an  exulting  people  receive  you 
for  their  chief !— How  gladly  would  they  close  around 
you,  did  you  show  desire  to  head  them  against  the 
oppression  of  the  mighty,  the  violence  of  the  lawlesst 
the  seduction  of  the  vicious,  and  the  tyranny  of  tho 
hypocrite !" 

The  Duke  of  Rothsay,  whose  virtuous  feelings  were 
as  easily  excited  as  they  were  evanescent,  was  affect- 
ed by  the  enthusiasm  with  which  she  spoke.  "  For- 
liivc  me  if  I  have  alarmed  you,  maiden,"  ho  said; 
"thou  art  too  noble-minded  to  be  the  toy  of  passing 
pleasure,  for  which  my  mistake  destined  thee;  andL 
even  were  thy  birth  worthy  of  thy  noble  spirit  and 
transcendant  beauty,  have  no  heart  to  give  thee;  for 
by  the  homage  of  the  heart  only  shoulcTsuch  as  thou 
be  wooed.  But  my  hopes  have  been  blighted,  Catha- 
rine—the only  woman  I  ever  loved  has  been  torn  from 
me  in  the  very  wantonness  of  pohcy,  and  a  wife  im- 
IH)sed  on  me  whom  I  must  ever  detest,  even  had  she 
the  loveliness  and  softness  which  alone  can  render  a 
woman  amiable  in  my  eyes.  My  health  is  fading 
even  in  early  vouth ;  and  all  that  is  left  for  me  is  to 
snatch  such  dowers  ns  the  short  passage  from  life  to 
the  grave  will  now  present.  Look  at  my  hectic  cheek 
— feul,  if  you  will,  my  intermit  ling  pulse ;  and  pity  me^ 
and  excuse  me,  iif  I,  whose  rights  as  a  Prince  and  as 
a  man  have  been  trampled  upon  and  usurped,  feel  oc- 
casional indifference  tuwanls  the  rights  of  others,  and 
jndulgj  a  selfish  desire  to  gratify  the  wish  of  the  pass- 
ing moment." 

^Oh,  my  lord !"  exclaimed  Catharine,  with  the  en- 
thusiasm which  belonged  to  her  character— "  I  will 
call  you  my  dear  lord,— for  dear  must  the  Heir  ot 
Bruce  be  to  every  child  of  Scotland,— let  me  not,  I 
pray,  hear  you  speak  thus!  Your  glorious  ancestor 
endured  exile,  persecution,  the  night  of  famine,  and 
the  day  of  unequal  combat,  to  free  his  country ; — d6 
you  practice  the  like  self-denial  to  free  yourself.    Tear 
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yourself  from  thoae  who  find  their  own  way  to  great- 
ness smoothed  by  feeding  your  folties.    Distrust  yon 
dark  Ramomy  '.—you  know  it  not,  I  am  sure—you 
could  not  know ;  bat  the  wretch  who  could  urge  the 
daughter  to  courses  of  shame  by  threatening  the  life 
of  the  aged  father,  is  capable  of  all  that  is  vile— all 
that  is  treacherous !" 
"  Did  Ramomy  do  this  7"  said  the  Prince. 
"  He  did  indeed,  my  lord,  and  he  dares  not  deny  it." 
"It  shall  be  looked  to."  answered  the  Duke  of 
Rothsay.    "  I  have  ceased  to  love  him ;  but  he  has 
sofferea  much  for  my  sake,  and  I  must  see  his  servi- 
ces honourably  requited." 

**  His  services !  Oh,  my  lord,  if  chronicles  speak 
true,  such  services  brought  Troy  to  ruins,  and  £ave 
the  mfidels  possession  of  Spain." 

"  Hush,  maiden ;  speak  within  compass,  I  pray 
you,"  said  the  Prince,  rising  up;  "our  conference 
ends  here."  ,.      ., 

"  Yet  one  word,  my  Lord  Duke  of  Rothsay."  said 
Catharine,  with  animation,  while  her  beautiful  coun- 
tenance resembled  that  of  an  admonitory  anRel- "I 
cannot  tell  what  impels  mc  to  speak  thus  boldly ;  but 
the  fire  burns  within  me,  and  will  break  out.  Leave 
this  castle  without  an  hour's  delay !  the  air  is  un- 
wholesome for  you.  Du»mi89  this  Ramomy^  before 
the  dny  is  ten  minutes  older !  his  company  is  most 
dam^roue." 
"  What  reason  have  you  for  saying  this  7" 
"  None  in  especial,"  answered  Cathnrine,  abashed 
at  her  own  coicerness,— "  none,  perhaps,  excepting 
my  fears  for  your  safety." 

To  vague  fenrs,  the  Heir  of  Briicc  must  not  listen. 
—What,  ho !  who  waits  without  7" 

Ramorny  entered,  and  bowed  low  to  the  Duke  and 
to  the  maiden,  wliom,  perhaps,  he  considered  as  like- 
ly to  be  preferred  to  the  post  of  favourite  Sultana,  and 
therefore  entitled  to  a  courteous  obeisance. 

"Ramomy,"  said  the  Prince,  "is  there  in  the 
household  any  female  of  reputation,  who  is  fit  to 
wait  on  this  young  woman,  till  we  can  send  her 
where  she  may  desire  to  go  7 

"  I  fear,"  replied  Ramomy,  "if  it  displease  not  your 
Highness  to  hear  the  truth,  your  household  is  indif- 
ferently provided  in  that  way ;  and  that,  to  speak  the 
very  verity,  the  glee-maiden  is  the  most  decorous 
amongst  us." 

"Let  her  wait  upon  this  voung person,  then,  since 
better  may  not  be. — And  take  patience,  maiden,  for  a 
few  hours." 
Catharine  retired. 

"  So,  iny  lord,— part  you  so  soon  from  the  Fair 
Maid  of  Perth  7  This  is,  indeed,  the  very  wanton- 
ness of  victory." 

"There  is  neither  victory  nor  defeat  in  the  case," 
returned  the  Prince,  dryly.  "  The  girl  loves  me  not ; 
nor  do  I  love  her  well  enough  to  torment  myself  con- 
cerning her  scniples." 

"The  chaste  Malcolm  the  Maiden  revived  in  one 
of  his  descendants !"  said  Ramomy. 

"JPavour  me,  sir,  bv  a  truce  to  your  wit,  or  by 
choosing  a  different  suoject  for  its  career.  It  is  noon, 
I  believe,  and  you  will  oblige  me  by  commanding 
them  to  serve  up  dinner." 

Ramorny  left  the  room,  but  Rothsay  thought  he 
discovered  a  smile  upon  his  countenance ;  ana  to  be 
the  subject  of  this  man's  satire,  gave  him  no  ordi- 
nary degree  of  pain.  He  summoned,  however,  the 
Knight  to  his  table,  and  even  admitted  Dwinina^  to 
the  same  honour.  The  conversation  was  of  a  lively 
and  dissolute  cast,  a  tone  cncouragi^l  by  the  Prince, 
as  if  designing  to  counterbnlancc  the  gravity  of  his 
morals  in  the  morning,  which  Ramorny,  who  was 
read  in  old  chronicles,  had  the  boldness  lo  liken. to 
the  continence  of  Scipio. 

The  banquet,  not  withstanding  the  Duke's  indiffer- 
ent health,  was  protracted  iu  idle  wantonness,  far 
beyond  the  mica  of  temi)crance ;  and,  whether  owing 
■imply  to  the  strength  of  the  wine  which  he  drank, 
or  the  weakness  of  his  constitution,  or,  as  it  is  pro- 
bablc^ltecause  the  last  wine  which  he  quafr(^:d  had 
been  adulterated  by  Dwiiiing,  it  so  happened  that  the 
Prin  ::c,  towards  the  end  of  the  repast,  fell  into  a  le- 
thargic sleep,  from  which  it  seemed  impossible  to 


rouse  him.  So-  John  Ramomy  and  Dwiningcanisd 
him  to  his  chamber,  accepting  no  other  asdatance 
than  that  oS  another  person,  whom  we  will  after- 
wards give  name  to. 

Next  morning,  it  was  announced  that  the  Prince 
was  taken  ill  of  an  infectious  disorder ;  and  to  pre- 
vent its  spreading  through  the  household,  no  one 
was  admitted  to  wait  on  nim  save  his  late  Master  of 
Horse,  the  pbys^ician  D  wining,  and  the  domestic  al- 
ready mentioned ;  one  of  whom  seemed  always  to 
remain  in  the  apartment,  whib  the  other*  obaenred 
a  degree  of  precaution  respecting  their  intercourse 
with  the  rest  of  the  family,  so  strict  as  to  maintain 
the  beUcf  that  ho  was  dangerously  ill  of  an  infecnoa 
disorder. 


CHAPTER    XXXII. 

In  wiDlcr't  tediou«  niehtJi,  nit  by  the  the, 

With  food  old  fulkt ;  and  let  thein  tell  thee  tmlce 

Of  wofal  ages,  loof  ago  belid  : 

And,  oro  thou  bid  good-nirht,  to  quit  their  grief, 

Tell  thott  the  lamcotabie  fall  of  mo. 

King  Rkkari  11  Jet  S. 


Far  different  had  been  the  fa  to  of  the  misvpided 
Heir  of  Scotland,  from  that  which  was  poblidj 
given  out  in  the  town  of  Falkland.  His  ambitiooB 
uncle  had  determined  on  his  death,  09  the  means  of 
rernoving  the  first  and  mo^t  formidable  barrier  be- 
twixt his  own  family  and  the  throne.  James,  the 
younger  son  of  the  King,  was  a  mere  boy,  who  nsigbt 
nt  more  lci<?|irc  be  easily  set  aside.  Ramorny'a  views 
of  nfirqrandizenIen^  and  the  resentment  which  be 
had  latterly  entertained  against  his  master,  made  hia 
a  willing  agent  in  voung  Rothsa/s  destruction.  Dwi- 
ning*s  love  of  gold,  and  his  native  malignity  of  dis- 
position, rendered  him  equally  forward.  It  had  been 
resolved,  with  the  most  calculating  crndty,  that  all 
means  which  might  leave  behind  marks  of  violence 
were  to  be  carefully  avoided,  and  the  extinction  of  life 
suffered  to  take  place  of  iteelf,  by  privation  of  every 
kind  acting  upon  a  frail  and  impaired  constitalion. 
The  Prince  of  Scotland  was  not  to  be  xniirderad,  u 
Ramorny  had  expressed  himself  on  another  occasoo, 
—he  was  only  to  cease  to  exist. 

Rothsa/s  bedchamber  in  the  Tower  of  Falkiaod 
was  well  adapted  for  the  execution  of  such  a  honibie 
prpject.  A  small  narrow  staircase,  scarce  known  to 
exist,  opened  from  thence  by  a  trap-door  to  the  nb- 
terranean  dungeons  of  the  castle,  throng  a  piwip 
by  which  the  feudal  lord  was  wont  to  visit,  in  private 
and  m  dii^guise^  the  inhabitants  of,  those  misermbk 
regions.  By  this  btaircase  the  villains  conTeyed  the 
insensible  Prince  to  the  lowest  dungeon  of  the  cafda 
so  deep  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  that  no  cries  or 
groans,  it  was  supposed,  could  possibly  be  hesrd, 
while  the  strength  of  its  door  and  fastenings  moet 
for  a  long  time  have  defied  force,  even  tf  the  entraoee 
could  have  been  discovered.  Bonthron,  who  had 
been  saved  from  the  gallows  for  the  purpose,  was  the 
willing  agent  of  Ramomy' s  unparalleled  cnieliy  lo 
his  misl^  and  betrayed  patron. 

This  wretch  revisited  the  dungeon  at  the  time  when 
the  Prince's  lethargy  began  to  wear  ofll  and  wha, 
awaking  to  sensation,  he  felt  himself  deadly  coU,  un- 
able to  move,  and  oppressed  M'ith  fetters,  which  acsroo 
Kcrniitted  him  to  stir  from  the  dank  straw  on  which 
e  was  laid.  His  first  idea  was,  that  he  was  m  • 
fearful  dream— his  next  brought  a  confused  angoT 
of  the  truth.  He  called,  shouted, — ^yc^ed  at  le^(B 
in  frenzy,— but  no  asiitistancc  came,  and  he  wssooIt 
answere^l  by  the  vaulted  roof  of  the  dungeon.  Tke 
agent  of  Hell  heard  these  agonizing  screams,  andtfe^ 
hberaiely  reckoned, them  against  the  taunts  and  n- 
proaches  with  which  Rothsay  had  expressed  Iibs 
instinctive  aversion  to  him.  When,  exhaitstad  ani 
hopeless,  the  unhappy  youth  remained  silent,  the 
savage  resolved  to  present  himself  before  the  eyes  of 
his  prisoner.  The  locks  were  drawn,  the  chain  fell ; 
the  Prince  raised  himself  aa  high  as  nis  fetters  imt- 


rnitted— a  red  glare,  against  which  he  was  £iin  to  l„ 
his  eyes,  streamed  through  the  vault :  and  when  ha 
opened  them  again,  it  was  on  the  ghastlv  form  of  MS 
whom  he  had  rea^^n  to  think  dead.    He  sunk  back 
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in  horror.  I  nm  judgeii  and  condemned !"  he  ex- 
claimed )  and  the  most  abhorred  fiend  in  the  infernal 
recona  la  sent  to  torment  me !" 

I  live,  my  lord,"  said  Bonthron;  "and  that  you 
may  hye  and  enjoy  life,  be  pleased  to  sit  up  and  eat 
'  your  ¥ictaals." 

"  Free  me  from  these  irons,'*  said  the  Prince,—"  re- 
lease me  from  this  dungeon,— and,  dog,  as  thou  art, 
thou  Shalt  be  the  richest  man  in  Scotland." 

If /ou  would  give  me  the  weight  of  your  shackles 
mRold,  'said  Bonthron,  "I  would  rather  see  the  iron 
on  you  than  have  the  treasure  myself !— But  look  up 
—you  were  wont  to  love  delicate  fare— behold  how  I 
have  catered  for  you."  The  wretch,  with  fiendish 
*  L^  unfolded  a  piece  of  raw  hide  covering  the  bundle 
which  he  bore  under  his  arm.  and,  passing  the  light 
u*tn  u  ^^^  before  it,  showed  the  unhappy  Prince  a 
buU  s  head  recently  hewn  from  the  trunk,  and  known 
m  Scotland  as  the  certain  signal  of  death.  He  pla- 
c»d  itauhe  foot  of  the  bed,  or  rather  lair  on  which 
the  Prince  lay.  "  Be  moderate  in  your  food,"  he 
■aw  ;  It  IS  hke  to  be  long  ere  thou  gettest  another 
meal." 

..^"^^^IJ"®  ^"*  ®?®  ^i^^Sj  wretch,"  said  the  Prince. 

Does  Ramorny  know  or  this  practice  T 

How  else  hadst  thou  been  decoyed  hither? 
Poor  woodcock,  thou  art  snared!"  answered  the 
murderer. 

With  these  words  the  door  shut,  the  bolls  resound- 
ed, and  the  unhappy  Prince  was  left  to  darkness,  soli- 
tude, and  misery.  "Oh,  my  father  I— my  prophetic 
father !— The  stra  I  leaned  on  has  indeed  proved  a 
spear  I  '—We  will  not  dwell  on  the  subsequent  hours, 
nay  days,  of  bodily  agony  and  mental  despair. 

But  It  was  not  the  pleasure  of  Heaven  that  so  great 
a  cnoae  should  be  perpetrated  vrith  impunity. 

Catharine  Glover  and  the  glee-woman,  neglected 
bv  the  other  mmates^  who  seemed  to  be  engaged  with 
the  tidings  of  the  Pnnce's  illness,  were,  however,  re- 
fused permission  to  leave  the  Castle,  until  it  should 
be  seen  how  this  alarming  disease  was  to  terminate, 
and  whether  it  was  actually  an  infectious  sickness. 
Forced  oa^ach  other's  societv,  the  two  desolate  wo- 
men became  companions,  it  not  friends;  and  the 
union  drew  somewhat  closer,  when  Catharine  dis- 
covered that  this  was  the  same  female  minstrel  on 
whose  account  Henry  Wynd  had  fallen  under  her 
displeasure.  She  now  heard  his  complete  vindica- 
tion^ and  listened  with  ardour  to  the  praises  which 
Louise  heaped  on  her  gallant  protector.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  piinstrel,  who  felt  the  superiority  of 
Catharine's  station  and  character,  vnllingly  dwelt 
upon  a  theme  which  seemed  to  please  her,  and  re- 
corded her  gratitude  to  the  stout  Smith  in  the  little 
song  of  "  Boki  and  True,"  which  was  long  a  favourite 
in  Scotland. 

-  Oh.  Bold  and  Troe, 
In  bonnet  bine. 

That  fear  or  ftlwhood  nerer  knew ; 
VhoM  liaert  wm  lof&l  lo  his  word. 
Whose  hand  was  fkithnil  to  his  sword- 
Seek  Europe  wide  from  sea  to  sea, 
Bat  boon  J  Blue-cap  still  for  me  i 

Tve  seen  Alroain*s  proud  champione  prance- 
Have  seen  the  cailant  knichts  ofFrenee, 
Unrivail'd  with  the  sword  and  lanee— 


Have  seen  Uie  sou*  of  Enfland  true, 
Wield  Uie  brown  bill  and  Dend  the  yew. 
Search  France  the  foir,  and  Bnglana  free. 


But  bonny  Blue-cap  sUll  for  me ! 

In  short,  though  Louise's  disreputable  occupation 
would  have  been  in  other  circumstances  an  objection 
to  Catharine's  voluntarily  fi-equenting  her  company, 
yet  forced  together  as  they  now  were,  she  found  her 
an  humble  and  accommodating  companion. 

They  lived  in  this  manner  for  four  or  five  days, 
and,  in  order  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  gaze, 
and  perhaps  the  incivilitv^  of  the  menials  in  the  offices, 
they  preoared  their  food  m  their  own  apartment  In 
the  aosolutely  necessary  intercourse  with  domestics, 


on  nersBu  luv  iruuuie  ui  kciuuk  irum  uie  puiuer  uie 

materials  of  thor  slender  meal,  and  of  arranging  it 
with  the  dexterity  of  her  country.      ^ 
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The  glee- woman  had  been  abroad  for  this  purpose 
upon  the  sixth  day,  a  little  before  noon ;  and  the  de- 
sire of  fresh  air,  or  the  hope  to  find  some  sailed  or 
pot-herbs,  or  at  least  an  early  flower  or  two,  with 
which  to  deck  their  board,  had  cawied  her  into  the 
small  garden  appertaining  to  the  castle.  She  re- 
entered her  apartment  in  the  tower  with  a  counte- 
nance pale  as  ashes,  and  a  frame  which  trembled 
Uke  an  aspen-leaf.  Her  terror  instantly  extended  it-' 
self  to  Cathajine,  who  could  hardly  find  words  to  ask 
what  new  misfortune  had  occurred. 

'  Is  the  Duke  of  Rothsay  dead  ?" 

'  Worse !  they  are  starving  him  alive." 

^^  Madness,  woman  I" 

"No,  no.  no,  no  I"  said  Louise,  speaking  under  her 
breath,  and  huddling  her  words  so  thick  upon  each 
other,  that  Cathanne  could  hardly  catch  the  sense. 

I  was  seeking  for  flowers  to  dress  your  pottage,  be- 
cause you  said  you  Ipved^  them  yesterday— my  poor 
little  dog,  thrustmg  himself  into  a  thicket  of  yew  and 
holly  bushes  that  grow  out  of  some  old  ruins  close  to 
the  castle- wall,  came  back  whining  and  howling.  I 
crept  forward  to  see  what  might  be  the  cause— and, 
oh  I  I  heard  a  groaning  as  of  one  in  extreme  pain, 
but  so  faint,  that  it  seemed  to  arise  out  of  the  very 
depth  of  the  earth.  At  length,  I  found  it  proceeded 
from  a  small  rent  m  the  wall,  covered  with  ivy:  and 
when  I  laid  my  ear  close  to  the  opening,  I  could  hear 
the  Pnnce's  voice  disunctly  say,—'  It  cannot  now 
last  long :  and  then  it  sunk  away  in  something  like 
a  grayer." 


could  help  him,  and  he  answered  with  a  voice  I  shall 
never  forget,—*  Pood !— food !— I  die  of  famine  I'    So 


I  came  hither  to  tell  you.— What  is  lo  be  done  7— 
Shall  we  alarm  the  house  ?" 

, . "  ^'*s!  t!}al  were  more  likely  to  destroy  than  to  aid 
hira,"  said  Cathanne. 

"And  what  then  shall  we  do?"  said  Louise. 
I  knpw  not  yet,"  said  Cntharine,  prompt  and  bold 
on  occasions  of  moment,  though  yielding  to  her  com- 
panion in  ingenuity  of  resource  on  ordinary  occasions. 

I  know  not  yet— but  something  we  will  do— the 
blood  of  Bruce  shall  not  die  unaided." 

So  saving,  she  seized  the  small  cruise  which  con- 
tained their  soup,  and  the  meat  of  which  it  was  made, 
wrapped  some  thin  cakes  which  she  had  baked,  into 
the  fold  of  her  plaid,  and,  beckoning  her  companion 
to  follow  with  a  vessel  of  milk,  also  part  of  their  pro- 
visions, she  hastened  towards  the  garden. 

"So,  our  fair  vestal  is  stirring  abroad?"  said  the 
only  man  she  met,  who  was  one  of  the  menials ;  but 
Cathanne  passed  on  without  notice  or  reply,  and 
gained  the  little  garden  without  farther  interruption. 

Louise  indicated  to  her  a  heap  of  ruins,  which,  co- 
vered with  underwood,  was  close  to  the  castle-wall. 
It  had  probably  been  originally  a  projection  from  the 
building;  and  the  small  fissure,  which  communica- 
ted with  the  dungeon,  contrived  for  air,  had  termina- 
ted \^thin  it  But  the  aperture  had  been  a  little  en- 
larged by  decav,  and  admitted  a  dim  ray  of  light  to 
Us  recesses,  although  it  could  not  be  observed  by 
those  who  visited  the  place  with  torch-light  aids. 

"Here  is  dead  silence,"  said  Catharine,  after  she 
had  ustened  attentively  for  a  moment—"  Heaven  and 
earth,  he  is  gone !" 

"  We  must  risk  something,"  said  her  companion, 
and  ran  her  fingera  over  the  strings  of  her  guitar. 

A  sigh  was  the  only  answer  from  the  depth  of  the 
dungeon.  Catharine  then  ventured  to  speak.  "I 
am  here,  my  lord— I  am  here,^vith  food  and  drink." 

"  Ha  I  Ramorny?— The  jest  comes  too  late— I  am 
dying,"  was  the  answer. 

His  brain  is  turned,  and  no  wonder,  thought  Ca- 
tharine :  but  whilst  there  is  life,  there  may  be  hope. 

"  It  is  I,  my  lonL  Catharine  Glover— I  have  food, 
if  I  could  pass  it  safelyjp  y;ou." 

"  Heaven  bless  theflfnaklen !  I  thought  the  pain 
was  over,  but  it  glows  again  within  me  at  the  name 
of  food." 

"  The  food  is  here,  but 'how,  ah  how,  can  I  pass  it 
to  you  ?  the  chmk  is  so  narrow,  the  wall  is  so  thick ! 


Vat  than  is  >  lemady— I 

cut  me  •  willow  bousfa,  th 

The  B^ee-nitiien  obeyai 


The  lUUbirunale  vouhr  min  ate  MUe,  *Dd  with 

difficullfi  but  prayed  lor  b  ihouMud  blsuiDn  on  the 

hewl  of  nia  Ctnniiirter.    "I  had  dealiDod  lEee  In  be 

'       '  "  ■' he  Mid,  "  andvei  ihou  triesl 

ir  or  my  life !    But  away,  uid 
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n  it.-auick,  LonL 
lle>[  you  can  find." 
d  by  msana  of  ■  cleft 

broth,  which 


Ihealaratrf'—, , 

to  become  (he  preservei 

•ave  th^aelf." 


lib  food  s>  I  aballaes' 


"He  is  ■ironger  than  I  thousfat,"  laid  the  (brmer, 
in  >  low  croakliiK  loae.     "Ho»W  held  out  T' 
•rolsy,  when  the  Knlf^I  of  Liddesdals  piiaoned 
in  hJaCMileofHernutaReT' 

"Foi  ■  fortnight,"  answered  Dwiaingi  "bnl 


orain  whici 

"  Were  it  not  belter  end  the  matiM'  more  speedily  1 
Tlie  Black  Douglaa  cornea  (hi*  way.  He  is  not  in 
Albany's  secret.    He  will  demand  la  see  Ibe  Prince, 

.  They  poaied  an  in  their  dark  and  fttal  convoraa- 

"  Now  gain  wa  the  lower,"  said  Calharine  to  her 
oompanion,  when  she  saw  ihey  had  left  ihe  garden. 
"I  had  a  plan  of  escape  for  mjrself-I  wiU  tumilinio 
oneofreacuBforlhePrince.  Thedey-womaneniers 
the  Casile  about  vesper  lime,  and  usually  leaTea  her 
cloak  m  lbs  piiuiaBe  bb  abe  (toes  into  the  pentler's  of- 
Gca  with  the  milli.  Take  ihou  the  cloa'"  "  ' 
self  clo•^  and  pass  the  warder  boldly : 

drunken  al  ihal  hour,  and  thou  will  ga, __, 

1,  unchallenced  ihrouah  gale  and  along  bridge. 
'     wlf  with  confidence.    Then  away  to 


s  amhUi 


thou  bear  thyself  with  confidence.    Then 


aid." 

"Bui,"  laid  LouiMy  "is  be  not  that  lernhle  lord 
who  threatened  nie  with  shame  and  puniahi 

"Believe  ii,"  said  Caihorine,  "such  aa  1 . 

never  dwell  an  hour  in  the  Douglas's  memoir,  either 
for  good  or  evil.  Tell  him  that  hie  san-in-Uw,  ihe 
Prince  of  Scotland,  diea-lreacherously  famiahed-  * 
Falkland  Caitle.  and  ihou  will  nierii  not  pardon 

"I  care  not  for  reward,"  aaid  Louiaej  "Ihe  deed 
wil!  reward  iiaelf.    But  melhinks  lo  atay  la  more  dan- 

Eau>  than  lo  go — Let  me  aiay,  then,  and  nouriah 
unhamy  Prince;  and  do  you  depart  to  bring  help. 
If  ibey  kill  nie  before  your  return,  I  leaie  you  my 
poor  iDtc,  and  pray  you  to  be  kind  to  my  poor  Chai- 

"No,  Louiae,"  replied  Caiharine.  "you  am  a  more 
privileged  and  eipetienced  wanderer  ihan  I— do  you 
BO — and  if  you  find  ma  dead  on  your  return,  as  may 
well  chaijcoi  give  my  poor  faiher  ihii  ring,  and  a  lock 
of  my  hair,  and  aay,  Catharine  died  in  endeavouring 
taasyelha  blood  or  Bruce,  And  give  Ibii  other  todc 
to  Henry  i  eay,  Catharine  ihougblof  him  to  thelaai; 
■nd  Ibai  if  he  no*  Judged  her  loo  sctupuloua  (onching 
iheUoodofatber*,  he  will  then  know  it  waa  not  be- 
eaoaa  aha  valued  bar  own." 

,They  aobbed  in  each  oiher'a  arrae,  and  the  inlerve- 
ning  hours  till  evening  ware  spent  in  endeavouring  to 
devise  surne  belter  mode  of  anpplying  the  capiiva  with 
'  Douriahment.  and  in  the  coniltuction  of  a  tube,  oom- 
PMad  of  hollow  raeds,  aUpping  into  each  other,  by 
which  liquids  might  be  conveyed  to  him.  Tbebellof 
^-^„ ■-  -^of  FoIkUniiiollad  It  ~ 


lids  might 
ichuT^of 

Uan  t>DUku,  Lon]  oT  041 


SassS 


Ihe 


ihS: 


herself  in  Cathaiine'a  i , „  —  —  — 

unalterable  fidelity,  crept  in  Bilence  down  auin,  iht 
liitt-  di^  under  her  arm.  A  momcDt  after,  At  wii 
aeen  by  the  breathleaa  Catharine,  wfvpi  in  the  im- 
woman's  doak,  and  walking  composedly  utom  (it 
draw- bridge. 

"  So,"  said  the  warder,  "yon  relam  eailr  to-ni^V 
HayBridgeil  SmallmirthlowanlainiWhtU— Sa, 
wench  t— Sick  limea  areaad  timeal" 

"I  have  forgotteD  my  tallies,"  aaid  thenady-winad 
Frenchwoman,  "and  will  return  in  the  ahimming  tl 

She  weot'on ward.  BToiding  the  villain  of  PalkiaiiA 
and  look  a  foolpalh  which  led  ihrobsh  iha  park. 
Catharine  brealhtd  fmly,  and  bleaaed  God  wkan  iht 


dey-giri,  having  taken  ao  hour  i 
a  taak  which  ten  lumulea  might  have  accc 
was  about  to  return,  and  discovered  thai  ■ome  one 
had  taken  away  her  gray  friele  cloak.  Aairictaaaret 
was  set  on  fool;  atlenfph  the  women  of  Um  ha«N 
remembered  Ibe  gWrnaalen,  and  ventured  loauagM 
her  as  one  not  unlikely  tO  eichanjte  aa  old  doak  to 
a  new  one.  The  warder,  alricdy  queatioDcd,  avanad 
he  aaw  the  day- wo  man  depart  immediately  after  na- 
perSL  and  on  liia  being  contradicted  by  the  party  hM- 
seji;  be  could  Buggeai,  aa  the  only  altemativci  laat  ii 
must  needs  havebeen  the  devil. 

Ab.  however,  the  glse-womaa  could  aot  be  laaail. 
the  real  circumsunces  of  the  case  were  eanly  niaaiet 
ai!  and  Ihe  steward  went  10  inform  Sir  John  Hamw- 
ny  and  Dwining,  who  were  now  acairtdy  avtr  wpa- 

Rvery  Ihina  awakena  the  anqseiona  of  the  ^dtf. 
They  looked  on  each  other  with  facea  of  dtsmay,  aal 
than  weni  together  to  the  humble  apartmeot  ol  Oa- 
Iharine,  ihai.ihey  might  take  her  sa  muohaspoaaU 
by  suiprisK  while  ihey  inquired  into  the  taam  ■iiaai- 
ing  Louiae'^B  disappearance. 

Ramomy,  in  a  tone  of  austere  araviiy. 

"I  have  nacompaainn  here,    anaivered  Cathaiiqa. 

"Trifle  not,"  repllEil  Ihe  Enighlj  "I  mean  IM 
glee-maiden,  who  lately  dwelt  in  this  chan^ar  wA 

,"  aaid  Calhaiina,  "noai 


dilierenl  from  Iha  acenea  of  feaating  aad  danea^ 
which  her  trade  leads  bar  lo  IreqnenL  She  is  guMi 
and  the  only  wondsr  ia,  thai  aba  ahoold  ha«a  mmjS 

Thl|^  then,"  raid  Ramotny,  "ia  aD  yon  hivala 

"All' thai  I  have  to  tell  yoo.  Sir 

CBtharinR  firmly;  "  and  if  the  Piinc 
I  can  tell  him  no  mot«." 


ro  tell  yoOjSjr  John," 


i^ven  if  Scodand  should  (scape  ti«in«  ra 


le  by  the  aad  event  of  hia  i 
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Itl 


•Crnggle  to  simpreaa  his  aneeriog  jfet  00ft  laugh  of 
triumph,  which  was  peculiarly  excited  by  anything 
having  a  religious  teodencv. 

"*  And  it  is  men—earthly  men,  and  not  incarnate 
ddviU,  who  thus  appeal  to  heaven,  while  they  arede- 
voanng  by  inches  the  life -blood  of  their  haplese  mas- 
ter !"  muttered  Catharine,  as  her  two  baffled  inqoisi- 
tom  left  the  apartment—  Why  sleeps  the  thunder  1 
— Bkit  it  will  roll  ere  long,  snd  oh !  may  it  be  to  pre- 
aerve  as  well  as  to  punish !" 

The  hour  of  dinner  alone  afTorded  a  spacer  when, 
all  in  the  Castle  being  occupied  with  that  meal,  Ca- 
tharine thought  she  had  the  best  opportunity  of  ven- 
turing to  theoreach  in  the  wall,  with  the  least  chance 
of  betns  observed.  In  waiting  for  the  hour,  she  ob- 
•enred  some  stir  in  the  Castle,  which  had  been  silent 
as  the  grave  ever  since  the  seclusion  of  the  Duke  of 
Rothsay.  The  portcullis  was  lowered  and  raised. 
and  the  creaking  of  the  machinery  was  intermingled 
with  the  tramp  of  horse,  as  men-at-arms  went  out 
and  returned  with  steeds  haxd-ridden  and  covered 
with  foam.  She  observed,  too,  that  such  domestics 
aa  ahe  casually  saw  from  her  window  were  in  arms. 
^11  this  made  her  heart  throb  high,  for  it  augured  the 
approach  of  rescue ;  and  besides,  the  bustle  left  the 
httJe  garden  more  lonelv  than  ever.  At  length,  the 
hoar  of  noon  arrived ;  she  had  taken  care  to  provide, 
under  pretence  of  her  own  wishes,  which  the  pantler 
aeemea  disposed  to  indulge,  such  articles  of  rood  as 
could  he  the  most  easily  conveyed  to  the  unhappy 
captive.  She  whispered  to  intimate  her  presence- 
there  was  no  answer— she  spo&e  louder,  still  there 
was  silence. 

"  He  Bleeps"— she  muttered  these  words  hajf 
aloud,  and  with  a  shuddering  which  was  succeeded 
hy  a  atart  and  a  scream,  when  a  voice  replied  behind 
her, — 

**  Ves,  he  sleeps— but  it  is  for  ever." 

She  looked  round— Sir  John  Ramomy  stood  behind 
her  in  complete  armour,  but  the  visor  of  his  helmet 
waa  up,  and  displayed  a  countenance  mors  resembling 
one  about  to  die  than  to  fight.  He  spoke  with  a  grave 
tone,  eomething  between  that  of  a  calm  observer  of 
an  interesting  event,  and  of  one  who  is  an  agent  and 
partaker  in  it. 

"  Catharine,'*  he  ssid,  "  all  is  true  which  I  tell  you. 
He  is  dead— you  have  done  your  best  for  him— you 
can  do  no  more." 

"  I  will  not— I  cannot  believe  it,"  said  Catharine. 
"  Heaven  be  merciful  to  me !  it  would  make  one 
doubt  of  Providence,  to  think  so  great  a  crime  has 
been  accomplished." 

**  Doubt  not  of  Providence,  Catharine,  though  it 
has  sufiered  the  profligate  to  tall  by  his  own  devices. 
Follow  me— I  have  that  to  say  which  concerns  you. 
I  aay  follow,"  (for  she  hesitated.)  "  unless  you  prefer 
being  Idft  to  the  mercies  of  the  brute  Bontnron,  and 
the  mediciner  Henbane  D wining." 

**  I  will  fbllow  you,"  said  Catharine.  *'  You  can- 
not do  more  to  me  than  you  are  permitted." 

Be  led  the  way  into  the  tower,  and  mounted  stair- 
case after  staircascL  and  ladder  after  ladder. 

Catharine's  resolution  failed  her.    "  I  will  follow 

00  fiirther,"  she  said.  "  Whither  would  you  lead 
■M  t — ^If  to  my  death,  I  can  die  here." 

"  Only  to  the  battfements  of  the  castle,  fool,"  said 
Bamomy,  throwing  wkie  a  barred  door  which  opened 
■pen  the  vaulted  roof  of  the  castle,  where  men  were 
baodinff  mangonels,  as  they  called  them,  (military 
Migines,  that  is,  for  throwing  arrows  or  stones,)  get- 
|bi^  ready  cross-bows,  ana  piling  stones  together. 

1  But  the  defendere  did  not  exceed  twenty  in  number 
and  Catharine  thought  she  could  observe  doubt  and 
Steeolution  amount  them. 


\    *'Yoa   have  thrust  younetf;  Catharine,  into  a 
fkoodf  secfet.    Have  you  the  flrmneas  to  keep  it T* 
I    ^I  do  not  undsiataad  yea,  Sir  John,"  answered 

^^  Look  you.    I  h^  slaiii^maidered,  if  you  will^ 


my  late  master,  the  Duke  of  Rothsay.  The  spaxlt  of 
life  which  your  kindness  would  have  fed  was  easily 
smothered.  His  last  words  called  on  his  father.  You 
are  faint— bear  up— you  have  more  to  hear.  You 
know  the  crime,  but  you  know  not  the  provocation. 
See !  this  gauntlet  ia  empty— I  lost  my  right  hand 
in  his  cause ;  and  when  I  was  no  longer  fit  to  serve 
him,  I  was  cast  off  like  a  worn-out  hotmd,  my  loss 
ridiculed,  and  a  cloister  recommended,  instead  of  the 
halls  and  palaces  in  which  I  had  mv  natural  sphere! 
Thmk  on  this— pity  and  assist  me." 

*'  In  what  manner  can  you  recuiire  my  assistance?" 
said  the  trembling  maiden;  "I  can  neither  repair 
your  loss,  nor  cancel  your  crime." 

"  Thou  canst  be  silent,  Catharine,  on  what  thou 
hast  seen  and  heard  in  yonder  thicket.  It  is  but  a 
brief  oblivion  I  ask  of  you,  whose  word  will,  I  know, 
be  listened  to,  whether  you  say  such  things  were  or 
were  not.  That  of  your  mountebank  companion,  the 
foreigner,  none  will  hold  to  be  of  a  pin-point's  value. 
If  you  grant  me  this,  I  will  take  your  promise  for  my 
security,  and  throw  the  sate  open  to  tnose  who  now 
approach  it  If  you  will  not  promise  silence.  I  de- 
fend this  Castle  till  every  one  perishes,  and  I  fling 
you  headlong  from  these  battlements.  Ay,  look  at 
them— it  is  not  a  leap  to  be  rashly  braved.  Seven 
courses  of  stain  brought  you  up  hither  with  fatigue 
and  shortened  breath;  but  you  snail  go  from  the  top 
to  the  bottom  in  briefer  time  than  you  can  breath^  a 
sigh !  Speak  the  word,  fair  maid :  for  you  speak  to 
one  unwUling  to  harm  you,  but  determined  in  his 
purpose." 

Catharine  stood  terrified,  and  without  power  of  an- 
swering a  man  who  seemed  so  desperate ;  but  she 
was  saved  the  necessity  of  reply,  by  the  approach 
of  Dwining.  He  spoke  with  the  same  humble  con- 
gifs  which  at  all  times  distinguished  his  manner,  and 
with  his  usual  suppressed  ironical  sneer,  which  gave 
that  manner  the  Be. 

"  I  do  vou  wrong,  noble  sin  to  intrude  on  your  va- 
liancy wnen  engaged  with  a  fair  damsel.  But  I  come 
to  ask  a  trifling  question." 

"  Speak,  tormentor!"  said  Ramomy;  "ill  news 
are  sport  to  thee,  even  when  they  affect  thyseul  so 
that  tney  concern  othera  also." 

"  Hem  J— he,  he !— I  only  desired  to  know  if  your 
knighthood  proposed  the  chivalrous  task  of  defending 
the  Castle  with  your  single  hand— I  crave  pardon-- 
I  meant  your  single  arm  7  The  question  is  worth 
asking,  for  I  am  good  for  little  to  aid  the  defence, 
unless  you  could  prevail  on  the  besiegers  to  take  phv- 
sic— He,  he,  he !— and  Bonthron  is  as  drunk  as  ale 
and  strong  watere  can  make  him— and  you,  he,  and 
I,  make  up  the  whole  garrison  who  are  disposed  fbr 
resistance."  .       ,  .    ^..     . , « 

"  How !— Will  the  other  dogs  not  fight?"  said  Ra- 
momy. ,        , ,  .        , 

"  Never  saw  men  who  showed  less  stomsch  to  the 
work,"  answered  Dwining,  "never.  But  ho-e  come 
a  brace  of  them.— Kentt  •xtrema  diM.— He,  he,  he!" 

Eviot  and  his  companion  Buncle  now  approached 
with  sullen  resolution  in  their  faces,  like  men  who 
had  made  their  minds  up  to  resist  that  authority 
which  they  had  so  long  obeyed. 

"  How  now !"  said  Ramomy,  stepping  forwaroto 
meet  them.  "Wherefore  from  your  posts?— miy 
have  you  left  the  barbican,  Eviot?— And  you  other 
fellow,  did  I  not  charge  yon  to  look  to  the  mango- 
nels?** 

"  We  have  something  to  tell  you,  Sur  John  Ea- 
momy."  answered  Eviot.  "  We  will  not  fight  in  this 
quarrel."  ,  .       ,  .      • 

"  How— my  own  squires  control  me  ?"  ezelaimed 

Ramomy.  ,  ,    ,     -m 

"  We  were  your  sauires  and  nages,  my  lord,  whue 
you  were  master  of  the  Duke  of  Roihsa/s  household 
—It  is  bruited  about  the  Duke  no  longer  uvss— we 
desire  to  know  the  truth."  .    .  ,    ,      .  *,, 

"W^t  traitor  dares  spread  such  lalsehoods?" 
eaid  Ramomy.  , .     ,    - 

"  All  who  nave  gone  out  to  skirt  the  Eomit,  my 
lord,  andj  myself  among  others,  luing  back  the  same 
news.  T%e  nunstrel  woman  who  left  the  Casus, 
yesterday  has  spread  the  report  every  where,  that  the 
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Duke  of  Iloihuv  ii  murdcrol.  or  hi  death's  door.  | 
The  DourIsi  conies  on  ua  wiih  ■  airong  force"— 

"  And  you,  cowtrda,  uke  advaniaee  o[  sn  I 
port  to  lbra«ke  your  muierl"  said  Ramomy, 

"  Hylotd,"6!udEYiot,  "  iel  BuncU  ■ud  myku  _ 
lbs  Diike  ol  Roijisuy,  and  leceiye  hia  perxmal  onlei 


da  ihM  wiwT  than  thy  &1low>.  gavr  ihvija 
inlo  iho  aecrets  of  natorr.  r  Mgaeiocu  1i«fi 

jldJful  hand;  bul  thy  pnde  baa  ptavnaA  ill 

Iheae  fair  giTii,  nnd  made  on  ungodly  Athsil  of  oai 
_.i L.  ^^^^  jippji  n  Chriitian  sapeF' 


,-  fifiht  to 
.  be  banged 
s  by  natural 
the  Eari  of 


jf  tbia  Castle,  and'  if  WB  io  at 

tha  death  in  tlialquatiei,  I  wUl  eonaai 
on  ita  higheat  turret,    Hul  if  he  be  r 

diaeaae,  we  will  yield  up  Iba  Caslle 

Douslaa.  who  Ifi,  they  say,  the  King'e  Lieutenan 
Or  it-whicb  Heaven  forefend  I-fie  noble  Prinee 
hat  had  foul  ptay,  we  will  not  involve  ouraelves  in 
the  ouill  of  using  arma  in  defence  of  the  tnurderere, 
be  (Bey  who  they  will." 

"  Evict,"  said  Itamomy,  rairang  hia  mutilated  atm, 
"had  not  thai  glove  been  empty,  thou  badat  not  lived 
to  ulter  two  words  of  this  insolclicc." 

our  duly.    1  have  followed  you  long,  my  lord,  but 
here  I  draw  bridle." 
"  Farewell,  then,  and  a  cuise  light  on  all  of 
lainiMi  ilip  incAnaed  Raron.     "  Im 


exclaimed  ilie  imxnaed  Baror 
hrnysfat  forlh  !" 

Our  Valiancy  la  about 


^Uln 


horse  be 


Paliancy  la  abo 
r,  who  hail  erei 


pAniitioui  fool^  like  moi 
hasl  some  mind,  and  I  epcnk  lo  thee 
■  ■■  n  Ibe  buffaloes  wl 


Catharine' a  aide 

Caihaiine,  thou  art  a  si 
'erthelesa  tht 


day  of  ad»( 


of  m 


underManding  Iha 

■boul  ua.    These  naunniy  onr 

ihe  world,  what  are  tbey  in  the 

chaff  before  the  wind.    Let   t 

handa,  or  their  column-Tesembling  1 
and  bah  !~ibo  men-al-atma  are  ( 
courage  is  uotfamg  to   Ibem,   Ijth 

thing— «ive  ■■■  —     -' — '   *- 

batter  than 
hero  of  diii 

he  ia  hamatrung.  not  «  ttie  sa«{e :  wniie  a  gia 
of  aanaa  remaina  in  a  crushed  ot  muiilaied  fraiii 
hb  mind  ahall  be  alrong  as  ever. — Csthatin^  tli 
morning  I  waa  Dractising  yourdealh;  but  meLhinL- 
I  now  rejoice  that  you  may  survtve,  to  tell  how  tlie 
poor  medidner,  (he  pill-plaer,  Ihe  mortar-poun(' 
the  poiaon-vender,  met  his  fate,  in  company  with 
gBllan(  Knighi  of  Ramomy,  Baron  in  possessi 
and  Earl  of  Lindorea  in  eipectation — (^  aave 


id  Caihaiino,  "  if  lb 


of  a 


in  philosophy.— 


holy  man 


■tand  the  barbarous  Latin  he  repeata  by  rote.    8 
would  be  a  Gtdng  couiuellor  to  one  who  has  stkioi? 
both  in  Spain  and  Arabia  1    No,  Cathanae.  1  wi 
chooae  a  cDnfeaaor  that  ia  pleaaant  lo  look  upon,  •" 
you  ahall  be  honoured  with  the  otRt 
yonder  at  hia  Valiaocy— hia  eyi ' 


ry  wSit 


I  he  ha 


i-cl   il 


.i(<lbyalN4r«( 
<  <i,lvaticm)ta(fn[lgalKqi.    InHwmiMWl 

■lispbyed.  which.  ihoujA  itt  bt ^~ 

1.1  Catharine,  waa,  bv  ■ 

!;.-d  IIS  thai  uflhe  Hiack , 

Inn  arrow-ahoi  of  tlic  Caalle,  ■ 

riuLnprta  advanred  up  lo  die  naa 
'I  r  a  loud  flourish,  he  demanded  HR- 
Jj  niid  ilreadnl  ArchibaM  Eari  of  D 
.iriinni  nf  the  Kine,  and  Beting  fc    "' 

■I.  ;iniynulhoriiTOfhi»M*)««yj< 

■  -iiH*  time,  ibat  the  iniDBIoioflhfCL 
'.  i!<iv,n  their  arms,  alt  undnpraahyaf If 


ivill  y. 


:",-.i  f>.'0all-il  I  nllaot  »l 
ruumii-      "Juflaiifik^^ 

ihpm  by  a  frowsy  iiuiuiraa.*  ■ 
laif)  Catharine,  "nthfrbe^H 
lo  Ihe  etemiiy  on  tba  Iinik4< 


(iltiellii  sxauu  for  (Ey  « 

Penh  antfall  *--■—•-• 


x'as^A 


I  dismaunted  and  micteit  the  C 
..  n<-iof  dieatminglhennalln 

111  ^ir  appeared  aa  the  batlloi , 

fillowcrs.  and  aignad  to  tbtni  tg  nL 

I  Dwmuig  into  ruMody.    OrhMH 
nook  the  ^tupified  BonthniD. 

<  111  ihcw  three  thai  the  cu- 
'.  Milcly  commiiied,  dntinK  hn 
ml  the  Douglav,  proaeciiuiu)  M 
'id  commenced  in  (be  hall  oftM  .. 

II  r  saw  him.  my  lord,"  aaalCnsl*! 


,.    Now.  lt-„ 

*   foT^i'ia'va. 
is  lib  with  hia 


___le"them~Io  lei  him  slip.'  "^See'how  the  6^  o/hu 
bc«  work  a*  be  implores  the  tmgratefulbnitea,  whom 
M  haa  heaped  vrilh  obligaliona,  to  permil  him  to  set 
■och  a  Blan  ftir  hia  life  aa  the  hare  haa  from  the  grey- 
iMundl  when  men  conrM  her  fairly.  Look  al»  at 
the  nIUd,  downeaal,  dtraed  facea  wiih  which,  fluc- 
tnatina  between  fear  and  aname,  the  domestic  irniiora 
doty  their  lord  tbia  poor  chance  for  his  life.  These 
dlii^  (bought  themaalves  the  superior  of  a  man  bke 
net  and  you,  foolish  wench,  think  ao  meanly  of  your 
Daly,  aa  to  luppoae  wretchea  like  them  are  the  work 
oftthnipotencel" 

"Nol  man  of  evil,  nol"  aaid  Catharinii  warmly; 
"  (be  God  t  worahip  created  theae  men  with  the  altfi- 
InlM  to  know  and  adore  him,  to  Ruard  and  defend 
tnair  lellow-crea(DrB^  lo  pracliae  halineaa  aitd  vi 
^IKir  own  vieea,  and  tha  templatiana  of  the  Evil 

'  em  anch  aa  they  now  an.    Ob,  take  tb* 
athineownhean  of  adatnaiitl    Hea- 


tss 


Onat 

letba 


"sais 


-itiinn  maiden,"  he  said:  "  ihn  kij 
h  ptaise  and  reward.  T*ll  i5iBi,»r 
'M'e^i  lo  Heaven,  (he  ihmgsikaiWi 

r-U  scn'cd  Catharuie 
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oocsnonad  by  the  eaeape  of  LouiBe.  Doaglaa  looked 
OQ  the  body  of  the  miegoided  youth,  whose  wild  pas- 
■ons  and  caprices  had  Drougnt  him  to  this  fatal  and 
premature  catastrophe. 

*'I  had  wrongs  to  be  redressed,"  he  said :  "but  to 
•ee  such  a  sight  as  this  banishes  all  lememDrance  of 
injury!" 

He!  he!— It  should  have  been  arranged^"  said 
Dwining,  "more  to  your  omnipotence's  pleasure;  but 
jou  came  suddenly  on  us,  and  hasty  masters  make 
•ioveoly  service." 

Douglas  seemed  not  to  hear  what  his  prisoner  said, 
m  closely  did  he  examine  the  wan  and  wasted  fea- 
tures, and  stiffened  Hmbs,  of  the  dead  body  before 
liim.  Catharine,  overcome  by  sickness  and  tainting, 
at  length  obtained  permission  to  retire  from  the  dread- 
fid  scene,  and,  through  confusion  of  every  description, 
found  her  way  to  her  former  apartment,  where  she 
wai  locked  in  the  anns  of  Louise,  who  had  returned 
in  the  interval. 

,  The  investi^tions  of  Douglas  proceeded.  The  dy- 
ing hand  of  the  Prince  was  found  to  be  clenched  upon 
•  lock  of  hair,  resembling,  in  colour  and  texture,  the 
coal-black  bristles  of  iSonthron.  Thus,  though  fa- 
mine bad  be.i^n  the  work,  it  would  seem  thatRoth- 
K^8  death  had  been  finally  accomplished  by  vio- 
ce.  The  private  stair  to  the  dungeon,  the  keys  of 
which  were  found  at  the  subaltern  assassin's  oelt, 
--the  situation  of  the  vault,  its  communication  with 
the  external  air  by  the  fissure  in  the  walls,  and  the 
wretched  lair  of  straw,  with  the  fetters  which  re- 
nnned  there,— fully  confirmed  the  story  of  Catharine 
and  of  the  glee- woman. 

"We  will  not  hesitate  an  instant,"  said  the  Doug<> 
hs  to  his  near  kinsman,  the  Lord  Balveny,  as  soon 
as  they  returned  from  the  dungeon.  "  Away  with  the 
murderers!  hang  them  over  the  battlements." 

But,  my  lord!  some  trial  may  be  fitting,"  answered 
Balveny. 

"To  what  purpose  7"  answered  Douglas.  "  I  have 
taken  them  iHed-hand  ;*  my  authority  will  stretch  to 
mstant  execution.  Yet  stay—have  we  not  some  Jed- 
wood  men  in  our'trw)p7" 

"Plenty  of  Tumballs,  Ruthcrfords,  Ainslies,  and  so 
forth,"  said  Balveny. 

Call  me  an  inquest  of  these  together;  they  are  all 
jppd  men  and  true,  saving  a  little  shifting  for  their 
mng.  Do  you  see  to  the  execution  of  these  felons, 
VQile  I  hold  a  court  in  the  great  hall,  and  we'll  try 
vbetber  the  jury  or  the  provost-marshal  do  their 
work  first ;  we  will  have  Jedwood  justice,— hang  in 
HUB^  and  try  at  leisure." 

Vet  stay,  mv  lord,'^  said  Ramorny,  '*you  may 
rae  your  haste— Will  you  grant  me  a  word  out  of  ear- 
Aot?" 

"Not  for  worlds !"  said  Douglas ;  "  speak  out  what 

'hou  hast  to  say  before  all  that  are  here  present." 

Know  all,  then,"  said  Ramorny,  aloud,  "that 

this  noble  Earl  had  letters  from  the  Duke  of  Albany 

*  Mr.  Morrison  ny«,  "  Uie  easeofaponoii  taken  red-Hand  by 
MiDittMiatet  of  Perth,  and  immediately  executed,  wae  the 
■n  eanae  of  the  power  of  tryiof  ca«e«  of  life  and  death  beinf 
wee  rroo)  thera  and,  from  all  nibordinate  judicatoriea.  A  younr 
avith  oflScer,  connected  with  nmefhrnilieiof  rank  and  influ- 
ttee,  wito  waa  stationed  wiUi  a  reeruitinc  party  at  Perth,  had 
foomc  aoamoured  ofa  lady  Uiere,  so  yoauc  as  still  to  be  under 
M  teition  of  a  daneinr-master.  Her  admirer  waa  in  the  habit 
If  following  her  into  the  school,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
■aciier  who,  on  oecaaion  of  a  ball  given  in  his  elasa-room  in 
asKiffcgato,  stationed  himself  at  the  door,  determined  to  re- 
ll  the  entrance  of  the  officer,  on  account  of  Uie  scandal  to 
yueh  his  visiu  had  given  rise.  Ttie  officer  came  as  a  matter 
f  eoune,  and  a  scuffle  ensued,  which  at  last  bore  so  threaten- 
If  an  aspect,  that  the  poor  dancing-master  fled  through  the 
atsage,  or«/OK,  as  it  is  called,  by  which  there  was  access  to 
Nstroet  He  waa  pursued  by  the  officer  with  his  drawn  sword, 
u  aru  ran  through  the  body  ere  lie  could  reach  the  street, 
Hiere  the  crowd  usuaHy  assembled  on  such  oecasioiM  miaht 
*ve  protected  liim.  The  officer  was  instantly  apprehended, 
M  foreoitod,  it  is  understood,  even  without  any  form  of  trial ; 
I  least  there  ia  no  notice  of  it  in  any  of  the  records  where  it 
inld  wiUi  most  probability  have  been  entered.  But  the  sword 
>Hill  in  the  poaseasion  of  a  gentleman  whose  ancestors  held 
■eial  situations  in  tlie  town  at  the  Ume,  and  t)ie  cirenmstatt- 
M  of  the  murder  and  of  the  execution  liave  been  lianded  down 
lUi  great  minuteness  and  apparent  truth  of  deaeripcioa  flrom 
Alter  to  son.  It  waa  immediately  afterwards  that  tlie  power 
rtlte  civic  magistrates  in  matters  criminal  was  abridaod,— it  is 
Mugtit  eltiefly  tlirough  the  influence  of  the  ftieada  of  this 
nng  officer.** 


and  myself,  sent  him  by  the  hand  of  yon  cowardly 
deserter,  Buncle— let  him  deny  it  if  he  dare,— coun- 
sel Ung  the  removal  of  the  Duke  for  a  space  from 
court,  and  his  seclusion  ui  this  Castle  of  Falkland." 

"  But  not  a  word,"  replied  Douglas,  sternly  smi- 
Ung,  "of  his  being  flung  into  a  dimgeon— famished 
— strangled.- Away  with  the  wretches,  Balveny,  they 
pollute  God's  air  too  long!" 

The  prisoners  were  dra^g^ed  off  to  the  battlements. 
Btit  while  the  means  of  execution  were  in  the  act  of 
being  prepared,  the  apothecary  expressed  so  ardent  a 
desire  to  see  Catharine  onoe  more,  and,  as  he  said,  for 
the  good  of  his  soul,  that  the  maiden,  in  hopes  his 
obduracy  might  have  undergone  some  change  even 
at  the  last  hour,  consented  again  to  go  the  battle- 
ments, and  face  a  scene  which  her  heart  recoiled 
from.  A  single  glance  showed  her  Bonthron,  sunk 
in  total  and  drunken  insensibility ;  Ramorny,  strip- 
ped of  bis  armour,  endeavouring  in  vain  to  conceal 
fear,  while  he  spoke  with  a  priest,  whose  good  ofiAces 
he  had  solicited ;  and  Dwming,  the  same  humble, 
obsequious-looking,  crouching  individual  she  had  al- 
ways known  him.  He  held  m  his  hand  a  Uttle  sil- 
ver pen.  with  which  he  had  been  writing  on  a  scrap 
of  parchment. 

"Catharine,"  he  said,— "he,  he,  he!— I  wish  to 
speak  to  thee  on  the  nature  of  my  relig;iou8  faith." 

"If  such  be  thy  intention,  why  lose  time  with  mel 
—Speak  with  this  good  father." 

"The  good  father,"  said  Dwining,  "is— he,  he!— 
already  a  worshipper  of  the  Deity  whom  I  have  serv- 
ed. I  therefore  prefer  to  give  the  altar  of  mine  idol 
a  new  worshipper  in  thee.  Catharine.  This  scrap  of 
parchment  will  tell  thee  now  to  make  your  way  mto 
my  chapel,  where  I  have  worshipped  so  often  in  safe- 
ty. I  leave  the  images  which  it  contains  to  thee  as 
a  legacy,  simply  because  I  hate  and  contemn,  thee 
something  less  than  any  of  Uie  absurd  wretches 
whom  I  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to  call  fellow- 
creatures.  And  now  away !— or  remain,  and  see  if 
the  end  of  the  Quacksalver  belies  his  life." 

"  Our  Lady  forbid !"  said  Catharine. 

"Nay,"  said  tlie  mediciner,  "I  have  but  a  single 
word  to  say,  and  yonder  nobleman's  valiancy  may 
hear  it  if  he  will." 

Lord  Balveny  approached,  with  some  curiosity; 
for  the  undaunted  resolution  of  a  man  who  never 
wielded  sword  or  bore  armour,  and  was  in  person  a 
poor  dwindled  dwarf,  had  to  him  an  air  of  something 
resembhng  sorcery. 

"You  see  this  trifling  implement,"  sakl  the  crimi- 
nal, showing  the  silver  pen.  "By  means  of  this  I 
can  escape  the  power  even  of  the  black  Douglas." 

"  Give  him  no  ink  nor  paper,"  said  Balveny,  nastily, 
"  he  will  draw  a  spell." 

"  Not  so,  please  your  wisdom  and  valiancy.— he,  he, 
he!" — said  Dwining,  with  his  usual  chuckle,  as  he 
unscrewed  the  top  of  the  pen,  within  which  waa  a 
piece  of  sponge,  or  some  such  substance,  no  bigger 
than  a  pea.  "  Now,  mark  this" said  the  prison- 
er, and  drew  it  between  hu  lips.  The  effect  waa  in- 
stantaneoua.  He  lay  a  dead  corpse  before  them,  the 
contemptuous  sneer  still  on  his  countenance. 

Catharine  shrieked  and  fled,  seeking^  by  a  hastyds- 
scent,  an  escape  from  a  sight  so  appallmg.  Lord  Bal- 
veny was  for  a  moment  stupified,  and  then  exclaim- 
ed, "This  may  be  glamour!  hang  him  over  the 
battlements,  quick  or  dead.  If  his  foul  spirit  hath 
only  withdrawn  for  a  space,  it  shall  return  to  a  body 
with  a  dislocated  neck.^' 

His  commands  were  obeyed.  Ramoniy  and  Bon* 
thron  were  then  ordered  for  execution.  The  last  waa 
hanged  before  he  seemed  quite  to  comprehend  what 
was  designed  to  be  done  with  him.  Ramorny,  pab 
as  death,  yet  with  the  same  spirit  of  pride  which  nad 
occasioned  his  ruin,  pleaded  his  knighthood,  and  de- 
manded the  privilege  of  dying  by  decapitatk>n  by  the 
sword,  and  not  by  the  noose. 

"The  Douglas  never  alters  his  doom,"  said  Balve- 
ny. "  But  thou  shalt  have  all  thy  rights.— Send  the 
cook  hither  with  a  cleaver."  The  menial  whom  he 
called  appeared  at  his  sumihons.  "What  riiakest 
thou  for,  fellow  1"  said  Balveny:  "here,  strike  me 
this  man^s  gilt  spurs  from  his  heels  with  thy  cleawr 
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— 4Ad  w)w,  John  RamofDir,  thou  ait  no  longer  a 
lUNlKtit,  out  a  knave— To  the  halter  with  him,  pro- 
voat-manhal !  hang  him  betwixt  hia  companiooai 
and  higher  than  them  if  it  may  be." 

In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  atterwaida,  Balveny  de- 
aeended  to  tell  the  Doiiglaa  that  the  criminala  were 
axeeuied. 

"  Then  there  ia  no  farther  oae  in  the  trial,*'  aaid  the 
SarL  "Howaay  you,  good  men  of  inqueat,  were 
these  men  cuilty  of  high-tTeaaon— ay  or  noT* 

"  Guilty/'  exclaimed  the  obaequioua  inquest,  with 
edifying  unanimity,  "  we  need  no  farther  evidenoe." 

"  Sound  trumpets,  and  to  horse  then,  with  our  own 
train  only ;  and  let  each  man  keep  auenoe  on  what 
haa  chanced  here,  until  the  proceedings  shall  be  laid 
before  the  Kin^  which  cannot  conveniently  be  till 
the  battle  of  Palm  Sunday  shall  be  fought  and  end- 
9^  Select  our  attendants,  and  tell  each  man  who 
flitber  goes  with  us  or  remaina  behind,  that  he  who 
prates  dies." 

In  a  few  minutes  the  Douglaa  waa  on  horseback, 
with  the  followers  selected  to  attend  hia  person.  Ez- 
praoaaa  were  aent  to  his  daughter,  the  widowed 
ihicheas  of  Rothaay,  directing  her  to  take  her  course 
to  Perth,  by  the  snores  of  Lochleven,  without  ap- 
proaehing  Falkland,  and  committing  to  her  charge 
Catharine  Glover  and  the  glee-woman,  ae  persons 
whose  safety  he  tendered. 

As  they  rode  through  the  forest,  they  looked  back, 
and  beheld  the  three  bodies  hanging,  like  specks 
darkening  the  walls  of  the  old  castle. 

'*  The  hand  is  punished,"  said  Douglaa  \  **  but  who 
shall  arraign  the  head  by  whose  direction  the  act 
was  done !" 

"  You  mean  the  Duke  of  Albany  ?"  said  Balveny. 

"I  do,  kinsman:  and  were  I  to  listen  to  the  dic- 
latea  of  my  heart,  I  would  charge  him  with  the  deed, 
which  I  am  certam  he  haa  authorized.  But  there  is 
no  proof  of  it  beyond  strong  suspicion,  and  Albany 
haa  attached  to  himself  the  numerous  friends  of  the 
Bouse  of  Stewart,  to  whom,  mdeed,  the  imbecility 
of  the  King,  and  the  ill-regulated  habits  of  Rothsay, 
left  no  other  choice  of  a  leader.  Were  I,  dierefore, 
to  break  the  band  which  I  have  ao  lately  formed  with 
Albany,  the  consequence  must  be  civil  warden  event 
ruinous  to  poor  Scotland,  while  threatened  byinvaaion 
from  the  activity  of  the  Percy,  backed  by  the  treache- 
ry of  March.  No,  Balveny— the  ounishment  of  Al- 
bany moat  rest  with  Heaven,  which,  in  ita  own  good 
time,  will  execute  judgment  on  him  and  on  his 
honae." 


CHAPTER   XXXIII. 

The  hoar  it  nif  li :  now  hearU  beat  hif  h : 

Eacli  Bvrord  m  fharpea'd  wall ; 
And  who  daiaa  die,  who  iComm  to  flr. 

To-morrow's  light  ahail  talL— fifr  EdtmU. 

Wa  are  now  to  recall  to  our  reader's  recollection, 
that  Siraon  Glover  and  hia  foir  daughter  had  been 
hurried  from  their  residence  without  having  time  to 
announce  to  Henry  Smith,  either  their  departure,  or 
the  alarming  cauae  of  it  VVhen.  therefore,  the  lover 
appeared  in  Curfow  Street,  on  the  morning  of  their 
flight,  inatead  of  the  hearty  welcome  of  the  honest 
burgher,  and  the  April  reception,  half  ioy  half  cen- 
aure.  which  he  had  been  promised  on  tne  part  of  hia 
lovely  daughter,  he  received  only  the  astounding  in- 
talliffence^  that  her  fother  and  ahe  had  set  off  early,  on 
the  summons  of  a  stranger,  who  had  kept  himaelf 
caiafiilly  muffled  from  obaervation.  To  thia,  Doro- 
thy, whoae  talenta  for  forestalling  evil,  and  commu- 
nioating  her  views  of  it,  are  known  to  the  reader, 
chose  to  add,  that  ahe  had  no  doubt  her  master  and 
young  mistress  were  bound  for  the  Highlands,  to 
avoid  a  visit  which  had  been  made  aince  their  depar- 
turs,  by  two  or  three  apparitora,  who,  in  the  name  of 
a  Commission  appointed  by  the  King,  had  searched 
the  houae,  put  aeala  upon  auch  plaoea  aa  were  sup- 
posed to  contain  papera,  and  left  citations  for  father 
and  daughter  to  appear  before  the  Court  of  Com- 
mwaion  on  a  day  certain,  under  pain  of  outlawry. 
All  theae  alarming  particulara  Dorothy  took  care  to 
state  m  the  gloomiest  colour*,  and  the  only  conaola- ' 


maater  aad  charged  her  lo  leB  him  to  ..... 
at  Perth,  and  that  he  riionld  aoon  hear  nows^  ..... 
Thia  checked  the  Smith's  first  reaolve*  wfaicb  waa  to 
follow  them  instantly  to  the  H^hlaoda^  and  paztake 
the  late  which  they  might  encounter. 

But  when  he  recollected  bis  repeated  feuda  vrxii|4 
vera  of  the  Clan  duhele^  and  puiieulariy  his  penoe> 
al  quarrel  with  Conacfaar,  who  waa  nofw  ralaad  loki 
a  high  chiefs  he  could  not  but  think,  oo  refleedos, 
that  his  intrusion  on  their  place  of  reiiiviDent  wm 
more  likely  ta  diaturb  the  wttf  wbkh  they  nitk 


iatht 


otherwise  enjoy  there,  than  beof  any  aervi^e  to  t 
He  waa  well  acquainted  with  Simon'a  habitnal  m^ 
macy  with  the  Chief  of  the  Clan  ftnhde,  and  jaadf 
au{^red  that  the  Glover  would  obtain  protedm, 
which  hia  own  arrival  mifl^t  be  likely  to  diatn^ 
while  hiaperaonal  proweaa  could  little  avail  him  iai 

3uarrel  with  a  whole  iritrr  rrf  TJnilirTrrr  mirnnrninrfn 
Lt  the  same  time  hie  heart  throbbed  with  indisBatMi^ 
when  he  thought  of  Catharine  being  witluD  thm  ab> 
solute  power  of  young  Conachar,  whose  rivalry  hi 
could  not  doubt,  and  who  had  now  so  msnr  misii 
of  urging  his  suit  What  if  the  yoong  Chief  aiMMU 
make  the  aalety  of  the  fother  depend  on  the  fcvovrtf 
the  daughter  7  He  distrusted  not  CadiariiM^s  afl» 
tions;  but  then  her  mode  of  thinking  was  so 
terested,  and  her  attachment  to  her  fisthcr  *• 
dep,,  that,  if  the  love  ahe  bore  her  anitor  v 
affsinst  his  security,  or  perhaps  hie  hft,  it  ~« 
of  deep  and  awful  doubt,  whether  it  nngfat 
found  light  in  the  balance.  Tormenied  by 
on  which  we  need  not  dwell,  he  resolved  nei^ ..«.» 
te  remain  at  home,  stifle  his  anxiety  as  he  flsia^t,  and 
await  the  promised  intelligence  firom  the  oU  ana 
It  came,  but  it  did  not  relieve  liia  ooooem. 

Sir  Patrick  Charteria  had  not  forsottea  las  an- 
mise  to  commimicate  to  the  Smith  toe  plana  ocAi 
fugitives.  But  amid  the  bustle  occaaioiied  by  thi 
movement  of  troops,  he  could  not  **"*■— Jf 
the  intelligence.  He  therefore  intrusted  to  1 
Kitt  Henshaw,  the  task  of  making  it  kno\ 
thia  worthy  person,  as  the  reader  knovra^ 
interest  of  Ramomy,  whose  business  it  wrai 
ceal  from  every  one,  but  especially  fipm  a  .».«  .. 
active  and  daring  aa  Henry,  the  real  pUoe  of  Gst^ 
rine's  residence.  Henshaw  therefore  aniioaBeed  tt 
the  anxioua  Smith,  that  hia  friend  the  Glevcr  wm 
secure  in  the  Highlands ;  and  though  be  »<B^*i<  m 
be  more  reaerved  on  the  auljieet  of  CatharaML  te 
said  little  to  contradict  the  belie£  that  ahe  as  wall  — 
Simon  shared  the  protection  of  the  Clan  QsA 
But  he  reiterated,  in  the  name  of  Sir  Patikk.  « 
ranees  that  father  and  daughter  were  both  wdl, 
that  Henry  would  best  consult  his  own  iatereat  mai 
their  Sfifety,  by  remaining  quiet,  aod  wmiang  the 
course  oC  eventa. 

With  an  agonised  heart,  therefore,  Henry  Gow  de- 
termined to  remain  quiet  till  he  hadf  more  oertsi*  ^-- 
telligencc,  and  employed  himadf  in  finrrhitig  s 
of  mail,  which  he  mtended  ahould  be  the  bai 
pared,  and  the  moat  finely  polished,  that  bis  . 
hands  had  ever  executed.    This  exerciae  of  his 

E leased  him  better  than  any  other  occupstkui 
e  could  have  adopted,  ana  aerved  aa  an  %pirt< 
secluding  himself  in  his  workshop,  and  abi 
aodety,  where  the  idle  reporu  whidi  were  daily 
culated.  served  only  to  perplex  and  diatorb  htan 
resolved  to  trust  in  the  warm  regard  of  Sinoa. 
foith  of  hia  daughter,  and  the  friendafatp  of  the 
yost.  who,  having  so  highly  commended  his 
m  the  combat  with  Bonuiron,  woold  i 
thought,  desert  him  at  thia  extremitv  of  hk 
Time,  however,  passed  on  day  by  day :  and  it  wv 
not  tul  Palm  Sunday  waa  near  aDproacninic  diafififr 
Patrick  Charteria,  having  entered  the  dty  to  asdh» 
aome  arrangements  for  the  enauiog  eofnhac,  hi^ 
thouflht  himself  of  making  a  viat  to  the  Smith  of  & 
Wyna. 

He  entered  hia  work-ahop  with  an  airof  ayi 
unusual  to  him,  and  which  made  Henry  i— 
ly  augur  that  he  had  brought  news.    Ae  S 
caught  the  alarm,  and  the  upmted  hamn 
rested  in  its  descent  upon  the  heated  iron, 
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tgltited  Brm  that  wielded  it,  strong  before  as  that  of 
iaiint.tMctm6  BO  powerless,  that  it  was  with  diffl- 
eutf  Henry  was  sole  to  place  the  weapon  on  the 
litand,  instead  of  dropi>ing  it  from  his  hand. 

"Mr poor  Henrjr,"  said  Sir  Patrick,  "I  bring  you 
botoold  news— they  are  uncertain,  however;  and,  if 
ln»,  they  are  such  as  a  brave  man  like  you  should 
not  take  too  deeply  to  heart." 

"In  God^s  name,  my  lord,"  said  Henry,  "I  trust 
jTon  bring  no  evil  news  of  Simon  Glover  or  his 
kttriiterT' 

"Touching  themselves,*'  said  Sir  Patrick,  "no; 
itef  are  sale  and  well.    Bat  as  to  thee,  Henry,, my 
wtn  are  more  cold.    Kltt  Henshaw  has,  I  think, 
Mied  thee  that  I  had  endeavoured  to  provide  Ca- 
twrine  Glover  with  a  safe  protection  in  the  house  of 
Ml  honourable  lady,  the  Duchess  of  Rothsay.    But 
ihe  bath  declined  the  charge ;  and  Catharine  hath 
ben  sent  to  her  father  in  the  Highlands.    What  is 
■prst  is  to  come.    Thou  mayeat  have  heard  that 
(jildiriat  Maclan  is  dead,  and  that  his  son  Eachin, 
9ho  was  known  in  Perth  as  the  apprentice  of  old 
Simon,  by  the  name  of  Ck>nachar,  is  now  the  Chief 
DfCltD  Quhele ;  and  I  heard  from  one  of  my  domes- 
dOB,  that  there  is  a  strong  rumour  among  the  Mac- 
Ins,  that  the  young  Chidf  seeks  the  hand  -of  Catha- 
[ioe  in  marriage.    sHy  domestic  learned  this  (as  a 
Msret,  however)  while  in  the  Breadalbane  country, 
i«  aoaie  tfrangements  touching  the  ensuing  combat. 
Hm  thing  is  uncertain ;  but,  Henry,  it  wears  a  face 
iflikelihood." 
"Did  voor  lordship's  servant  see  Simon  Glover 
nd  hiscuughter?"  aaid  Henry,  struggling  for  breath, 
lad  ooo^n^,  to  conceal  from  the  rrovost  the  ez- 
!m  of  his  agitation. 
"Hedid  not,"  said  Sir  Patrick ;  "  the  Highlanders 
Mmed  jealous,  and  refused  to  permit  him  to  speak 
^tk  old  man.  and  he  feared  to  alarm  them  by  ask- 
fig  to  see  Catharine.    Besides,  he  talks  no  Gaelic, 
lor  had  his  informer  much  English,  so  there  may  be 
»me  mistake  in  the  matter.    Nevertheless  there  is 
iseh  a  YtipoTt,  and  I  thought  it  best  to  tell  it  you.  But 
m  may  be  well  assured,  that  the  wedding  cannot  go 
m  till  the  affair  of  Palm  Sunday  be  over :  and  I  ad- 
m  fou  to  take  no  step  till  we  learn  the  circum- 
tances  of  the  matter,  for  certainly  is  most  desirable, 
tn  when  it  is   painful.— Go  you  lo  the  Council- 
loase,"  he  added,  after  a  pause,  "  to  speak  about  the 
trparations  for  fuie  lists  in  the  North  Inrh  1    You 
vfll  be  welcome  there." 
**  No.  my  good  lord." 

"  Wdl,  Smith,  I  iudge  by  jour  brief  answer,  that 
te  are  discomposed  with  this  matter;  but  after  all, 
(Omen  ate  weathercocks,  that  is  the  truth  on't.  So- 
Nnon  and  others  have  proved  it  before  vou. 
And  so  Sir  Patrick  Charteris  retired,  fully  con- 
ineed  he  had  discharged  the  office  of  a  comforter  ra 
be  most  satisfactory  manner. 
With  v;ry  different  impressions  did  the  unfortunate 
Iter  regaixl  the  tidmgs,  and  listen  to  the  consohng 
MBmentary.  .,  ,.      ,        ,.      ,_  ... 

"The  Provost,"  he  said  bitteriy  to  hnnflel^  «  «n 
feetlent  man ;  marry,  he  holds  his  knighthood  so 
ith,  that  if  he  speaks  nonsense,  a  poor  man  must 
Md  it  sense,  as  he  must  praise  dead  ale  if  it  be 
Ittded  to  him  in  his  lordship's  silver .  flagon.  How 
«old  all  this  sound  in  another  situation  1  Suppose 
•ere  rolling  down  the  steep  dwwent  of  the  Corn- 
lb  Dhn,  and  before  I  came  to  the  edge  of  the  rock, 
mes  my  Lord  Provost,  and  cries,  *  Henry,  there  is 


calls  himself  a  falcon,  should  stoop  at  my  turtle  dove, 
he  shall  know  whether  a  burgess  of  Perth  can  draw 
a  bow  or  not" 

It  was  now  the  Thursday  before  the  fated  Palm 
Sunday,  and  the  champions  on  either  side  were  ex- 
pected to  arrive  the  next  day,  that  they  might  have 
the  interval  of  Saturday  to  rest  refresh  themselves, 
and  prepare  for  the  combat.  Two  or  three  of  each 
of  the  contending  parties  were  detached  to  receive 
directions  about  the  encampment  of  their  little  band, 
and  such  other  instructions  as  might  be  necessary  to 
the  proper  orderinz  of  the  field.  Henry  was  not. 
therefore,  surprised^  at  seeing  a  tall  ana  powerful 
Highlander  peering  anxiously  about  the  wynd  in 
which  he  lived,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  natives 
pf  a  wild  country  examine  the  curiosities  of  one  that 
18  more  civilized,  tlie  Smith's  heart  rose  against  the 
man.  on  account  of  his  country,  to  which  our  Perth 
burgher  bore  a  natural  prejudice,  and  more  especially 
as  he  observed  the  individual  wear  the  plaid  peculiar 
to  the  Clan  duhele.  The  sprig  of  oak-leaves,  work- 
ed  in  sHic,  intimated  also  that  the  individual  was  one 
of  those  personal  guards  of  young  Eachin,  upon 
whose  exertions  in  the  future  battle  so  much  reliance 
was  placed  by  those  of  their  clan. 

Having  observed  so  much,  Henry  withdrew  into 
his  smithy,  for  the  sight  of  the  man  raised  his  pa8<^ 
sion;  and  knowing  that  the  Highlander  came  plight- 
ed to  a  solemn  combat,  and  could  not  be  the  subject 
of  any  inferior  quarrel,  he  was  resolved  at  least  to 
avoid  friendly  intercourse  with  him.  In  a  few  minutes, 
however,  the  door  of  the  smithy  flew  open^  and, 
fluttering  in  his  tartans,  which  greatly  magnined  his 
actual  size,  the  Gael  entered  with  the  haughty  step 
of  a  man  conscious  of  a  oersonal  dignity  superior  to 
any  thiig  which  he  is  likely  to  meet  with.  He  stood 
looking  around  him,  and  seemed  to  expect  to  be  re« 
ceived  with  courtesy,  and  regarded  with  wonder. 
But  Henry  had  no  sort  of  inclination  to  indulge  his 
vanitv,  and  kept  hammering  away  at  a  breast-plate, 
which  was  lying  upon  his  anvil,  as  if  he  were  not 
aware  of  his  visiter's  presence. 

"You  are  the  Goto  Chrom?'*  (the  bandy-lefQ^ed 
smith.)  said  the  Highlander. 

"  Those  that  wish  to  be  crook-backed  call  me  so,'* 
answered  Henry. 

"No  offence  meant,"  said  the  Highlander;  "but 
her  own  self  comes  to  buy  an  armour." 

**  Her  own  selfs  bare  shanks  may  trot  hence  with 
her,"  answered  Henry^— "  I  have  none  to  sell." 

*'If  it  was  not  within  two  days  of  Palm  Sunday, 
herself  would  make  you  sing  another  song,"  re- 
torted the  Gael.  , ,  . ,     , 

"  And  being  the  day  it  is,"  said  Henry,  with  the 
same  contemptuous  indifference,  "I  pray  you  to 
stand  out  of  my  light."  . 

"You  are  an  uncivil  person;  but  her  own, self  is 
Jir  nan  onrd*  too :  and  she  knows  the  smith  is  fiery 
when  the  iron  is  hot."  .        „  , 

"If  her  nainsell  be  hammer-man  hersellLjier  nain- 
sell  may  make  her  nain  harness,"  replied  Henry. 

"  And  so  her  nainsell  would,  and  never  fash  you  for 
the  matter;  but  it  is  said,  Gmo  C^rom,  that  you  sing 
and  whistle  tunes  over  the  swords  and  hamisnes  that 
you  work,  that  have  power  to  make  the  blades  cul 
steel-links  as  if  they  were  paper,  and  the  plate  and  mail 
turn  back  steel-lances  as  if  they  were  boddlepnnsl 


way 
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precipici*.  and  I  grieve  to  say  you  are  in  tne 
ly  of  rollinsr  over  it.  But  be  not  downcast,  for 
may  send  a  stone  or  a  bush  to  stop  your 
«.«».  However,  I  thouglit  it  would  be  comfort 
S»u  to  know  the  worst,  which  you  wdl  be  presently 
e  ot  I  do  not  know  how  many  hundred  feet 
the  precipice  descends,  but  you  may  form  n 
lent  when  you  are  at  the  bottom,  for  certainty  u 
imty.  And  hark  ye,  when  come  you  to. take  a 
ineatbowlsr  And  this  gossip  is  to  serve  instead 
[any  friendlv  attempt  to  save  the  poor  vight s 


"  They  tell  your  ignorance  any  nonsense  that  Chris- 
tian men  refuse  to  believe,"  said  Henry.    "I  whistle 


hammer  goes  naturally  to  that  tune. 


•  i  e.  AiMnorth«hftinm«r.  -     ,  .,„„.. 

t  ••  Thii  place,  twice  referred  to  In  the  conne  of  onr  ftofTae 
hatefiil  to  the  Hi'ghlendere,  "ee  neer  the  SW7-<to«i,  «  conecUoo 
of  wnten  in  a  verjr  deio  ate  hollow  between  the  hill  of  Biroam, 
Md^ihVimlrd  from>efU»  to  Dunkeld.  The««rte««njrtheplMa 
U  Indescribable,  and  it  rendered  yet  m6re  rtriking  ftom  »<•  oeinf 
within  ft  furlong  of  one  of  the  lowliejt  and  ^'diwt  ,■«•"••  » 
deotland— the  northwwt  oncntng  of  Strathmore.  Tiie  nam 
haa  been  neariy  diaioed  within  theee  few  rearf,  but  the  imwa- 


I  auT   iiidiuiT    ati«.iut#%   .w  wi.. .-.  ._-  ( J  -'  •        Kia  nnt<.iii»anfiiric1v  com  which  have  with  vaat  labour  and  coet 

^l'  When  X  think  Sf  this,  I  could  go  mad,  seize   ^^§;5»„JJ,'|«l%«tr^^^  the  wilury  tiun 

Vhammer.  and  break  and  destroy  all  around  me.    which  the  barren  earth  wMm*  »»,♦»•'•  ^^^^.ttii;  ,JJ^5"Jj5 
fc  I  wS  be  calm ;  and  if  this  Highland  kite,  who  I  aapeet  of  the  pUee  fttled  it  for  beiog  the  ««»  of  Ih.  trial  sWi 
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'*  Fiiend,  it  is  but  idle  to  spur  a  hone  when  his  lags 
are  hamshackled,"  said  the  Highlander,  haughtily. 
**  Her  own  self  cannot  fight  even  now,  and  there  is 
little  gallantry  in  taunting  her  thus." 

"By  nails  and  hammer,  you  are  right  there,"  feaid 
the  Smith,  altering  his  tone.  '*  But  speak  ont  at 
OQoe,  friend,  what  is  it  thou  wouldst  have  of  me  1  I 
am  in  no  humour  for  dallying." 

"  A  hauberk  for  her  CnieC  Eachin  Maclan,"  saki 
the  Highlander. 

**  You  are  a  hammerman,  you  m.y  7  Are  yon  a  judge 
of  this  1"  said  our  Smith,  producing  from  a  chest  the 
mail  shirt  on  which  he  had  been  lately  employed. 

The  Oae!  handled  it  with  a  degree  of  admiration 
which  had  something  of  envy  in  it  He  looked  cu- 
liously  at  every  part  of  its  texture,,  and  at  length  de- 
dared  it  the  very  best  piece  of  armour  that  he  had 
ever  seen. 

*'A  hundred  cows  and  bullocks,  and  a  good  drift 
of  sheep,  would  be  e'en  ower  cheap  an  oner,"  said 
the  Hixhlandman,  hv  way  of  tentative ;  "  but  her 
nainseU  will  never  bid  thee  less,  come  by  them  how 
she  can." 

**Ir  is  a  fair  proffer,"  replied  Henry:  "but  gold 
oor  gear  will  never  buy  that  harness.  I  want  to  try 
]i)y  own  sword  on  my  own  armour ;  and  I  wiD  not 
fttve  that  mail-ooat  to  any  one  but  who  will  face  me 
lor  the  best  of  three  blows  and  a  thrust  in  the  fiiir 
field ;  and  it  is  your  Chiefs  upon  these  terms." 

*'Hut,pnir.  man— take  a  drink,  and  go  to  bed,'* 
said  the  Highlander,  in  great  scorn.  "  Are  ye  mad  1 
Think  ye  the  Captain  of  the  Clan  duhele  will  be 
brawling  and  battling  with  a  bit  Perth  burgess  body 
like  you  7  Whisht,  man,  and  hearken.  Her  nainsell 
will  do  ve  mair  credit  than  ever  belonged  to  your  kin. 
8he  will  fight  you  for  the  fair  harness  beraeil." 

**  She  must  first  show  that  she  is  my  match,"  said 
Henry,  with  a  grim  smile. 

'*  How !  I,  one  of  Eachin  Maclan's  Leichtach,  and 
not  vour  match !" 

"  You  mav  try  me,  if  you  will.  You  say  you  are  a 
£r  nan  ord-'Do  you  know  how  to  cast  a  sledge- 
nunmerT* 

**  Ay,  truly-ask  the  eagle  if  he  can  fly  over  Fer- 
napnr 

^  But  before  you  strive  with  mcu  you  must  first  try 
ft  cast  with  one  of  my  Leichtacn.— Here.  Dunter, 
stand  forth  for  tbe  honour  of  Perth  1— And  now, 
Hi^landman,  there  stands  a  row  of  hammers- 
choose  which  you  will,  and  let  us  to  the  garden." 
^The  Highlander,  whose  name  was  Norman  nan 
Old,  or  Norman  of  the  Hammer,  showed  his  title  to 
the  eptthet  by  selecting  the  largest  hammer  of  the  set, 
at  which  Henry  smiled.  Dunter,  the  stout  journey- 
man of  the  Smith,  made  what  was  caJled  a  prodi- 
^us  cast ;  but  the  Highlander,  n.aking  a  desperate 
effort,  threw  beyond  it  by  two  or  three  feet,  and  Ifx>k- 
ed  with  an  air  of  triumph  to  Henry,  who  again  smiled 
m  reply. 

"  W"ly°*>  ™«°<*  thatr*  said  the  Gael,  offering  our 
Smith  the  hammer. 

"  Not  with  that  child's  toy,"  saki  Henry,  *•  which 
has  scarce  weight  to  fly  against  the  wind.— Janni- 
ken,  fetch  me  Sampson ;  or  one  of  you  help  the  boy, 
for  Sampson  is  somewhat  oondefDus." 

The  hammer  now  produced  was  hslf  as  heavy 
•gam  as  that  which  the  Highlander  had  selected  as 
one  of  unusual  weight.  Norman  stood  astonished: 
but  be  was  stUi  more  so  when  Henry,  taking  his  po- 
ntipn.  swung  the  ponderous  implement  far  behind  his 
?%ht  haunch  jomt,  and  dismissed  it  from  his  hsisd  as 
If  It  had  flown  from  a  warlike  engine.  The  air  groan  • 
ed  and  whistled  as  the  mass  flew  through  it.  Down 
at  length  it  came,  and  the  iron  head  sunk  a  foot  into 
tbe  earth,  a  full  yard  beyond  the  cast  of  Norman. 

ftoniahiMfit  of  one  of  the  moct  notoriom  iModa  of  thieret  aod 
optlawi  itMt  eTOT  laid  th«  Low  Country  uoder  eontribuUon. 
RaUivao,  the  •lieriff.  ic  nid  lo  have  held  hit  coiiit  oa  a  riainc 

Gonnd  to  the  north,  Mill  called  tl»e  Conrthill ;  aod  Uiere  were 
My,  or  Uiere  atill  majr  bo  at  the  eaat  r..d  of  the  Rochin-roy 
wkKu  i22^  ***'.*v°".J****"'  "•?  Hifhiander.  were  hunr.  and 
hidl2Ll*f /J^°*  ^'  *!r  P*^  5?  tliellanfcd.iiien*a  treeaT  The 
iSiSTniSS^a^u'*!  ^  ^*"  »«"r»f  m  chain,  gave  the 
•JBaaSS?  ^*"  '*•'  **•**  on  the  ear  of  a  Celt.- 


The  Highlander,  defisated  and  mortified^  wnt  to 
the  spot  vvnere  the  weapon  lay,  lifted  it,  poised  it  io 
his  hand  with  great  wonder,  and  eiamined  it  doiclv, 
as  if  he  expected  to  discover  more  in  it  than  a  eoB- 
mon  hammer.  He  at  length  retorsed  it  te  tbe  ownr 
with  a  melancholy  srailei  shrugnng  his  shonUm 
and  shaking  his  head,  as  the  Smith  asked  him  wh»> 
ther  he  would  not  mend  his  cast. 

"  Norman  has  lost  too  much  at  the  eport  abesdy," 
he  replied.  "  She  has  lost  her  own  name  of  the  Hski- 
merer.  But  does  herownseli;  the  G<ne  Onvm^iKA 
at  the  anvil  with  that  horse's  load  of  iron  T* 

"  You  shall  see,  brother,"  said  Henry,  leading  the 
way  to  the  smithy.  "  Dimter,"  he  saki,  ^  rax  nsthat 
bar  firom  the  furnace ;"  and  uplifting  Sampson,  ss  k» 
called  the  monstrous  hammer,  he  plied  the  netal 
with  a  hundred  strokes  irom  right  to  IcA— now  with 
the  right  hand,  now  with  the  left,  now  with  belli, 
with  so  much  strength  at  once  and  dexterity,  thst  M 
worked  off  a  small  but  beautifiilly  proponioiMd  hem* 
shoe  in  half  the  time  that  an  ordinary  amith  wooU 
have  taken  for  the  same  puipoae,  using  a  moce  m^ 
nageable  implement. 

"  Oigh,  oigb  I"  said  the  Highlander, "  and  whatfer 
would  you  be  fighting  with  our  young  ChieC  whoii 
far  above  your  standard,  though  you  wen  the  but 
smith  ever  wrought  with  wind  ana  fire?" 

"  Hark  you !"  aaid  Henry—**  You  seem  a  good  fal- 
low, and  rll  tell  you  the  truth.  Your  master  bai 
wroneed  me,  and  I  give  hkn  this  haraeai  firedy  far 
the  chance  (X  fighting  him  myself." 

*'  Nay.  if  he  hath  wronged  yoo,  he  must  meet  fM," 
said  the  life^guardsman.  "  To  do  a  man  wrong  tikii 
the  eagle's  leather  ont  of  the  Chief's  boonet ;  im 
were  he  the  firet  in  the  Highlands,  and  to  be  sen  » 
is  Eachin,  he  must  fight  the  man  he  has  wroopi 
or  else  a  tok  falls  from  his  chaplet." 

"  Will  you  move  him  to  this,"  swd  Henry,  ^ite 
the  fight  on  Sunday  7" 

"  On,  her  nainsell  will  do  her  best,  if  the  havb 
have  not  got  her  nainsell's  bones  to  pick;  for  yn 
must  know,  brother,  that  Cfam  Chat  tan  s  claws  pia» 
rather  deep." 

"  The  armour  ia  your  Chiefs  on  that  ooodiiioB,'' 
saki  Henry :  "  but  I  will  diegrace  him  before  Cii 
and  Court  if  he  doea  not  pay  me  the  price." 

**  Deil  a  foar,  deil  a  fear ;  I  will  bring  him  in  to  tin 
barrace  ro*'self;"  said  Norman,  '*  assuredly." 

"You  will  do  me  apleasure,'^TeplicdHeorr:  "tod 
that  you  may  rememoer  your  promise,  I  wiU  Dcitov 
on  you  this  dirk.  Look— If  you  hold  it  nrilr.  and 
can  strike  between  the  mail-hood  and  tiie  eoUarof 
your  enemv.  the  suiigeon  will  be  needless." 

The  Highlander  was  lavish  in  his  e^maasi  of 
gratitude,  and  took  his  leave. 

'*  I  have  given  him  the  best  mail  harness  I  em 
wTOui^ht,"  said  the  Smith  to  himaeU;  rather  npcst- 
in^  his  liberality,  "for  the  poor  chance  that  h(«iD 
bnng  his  Chief  mto  a  fair  field  with  me;  andiluD 
let  Catharine  be  his  who  can  win  her  fsiriy.  Bot 
much  I  dread  tbe  youth  will  find  some  evaaoo,  no- 
less  he  hsve  such  luck  on  Palm  Sunday  as  may  in- 
duce him  to  try  snother  combat.  That  is  sooM  hoft 
however ;  for  I  have  often,  ere  now,  eeen  a  raw  fmst 
fellow  shoot  up  afker  his  firet  fight,  fiom  a  dirtf 
into  a  giant-queller." 

Thus,  with  little  hope,  but  with  the  most  deieneii-  ' 
ed  resolutwn,  Henry  Smith  swaited  the  tine  tkit  i 
should  decide  his  fate.  What  made  him  saat  ck 
wont,  was  the  silence  both  of  the  Glover  and  ef  Ui 
daugfa  ter.  They  are  ashamed,  he  said,  to  coofaai  tW 
truth  to  me,  and  therefore  they  are  silent. 

Upon  the  Friday  at  noon,  the  two  bands  of  ibini 
meii  each,  representing  the  contending  Clans,  aniw 
at  the  several  points  where  they  were  to  hsh  far  k- 
freshments. 

•  T^?.9^"^  Quhele  was  entertained  ho^iisbly  st  lb 
rich  Abbey  of  Scone,  while  the  Provoet  regakd  ifadr 
nvals  at  bis  Castle  of  Kinfauns ;  the  utmost  cann- 
ing taken  to  treat  both  parties  with  the  OMst  |«m^ 
tilious  attention,  and  to  aflbrd  neither  an  opportooitF 
of  complaining  of  partiality.  All  p<Mnt8  of  eafK» 
were,  m  the  meanwhile,  diseuaeed  and  eetUed  bf  (hr 
L>oni  High  Constable  Erral,  and  the  yoaug  Eui « 
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Cnwibrd,  th«  former  acting  on  the  part  of  the  Cl.in 
Chatian,  and  the  Utter  patronising  the  Clan  Quhele. 
McMengert  were  passing  continually  from  the  one 
Earl  to  the  other,  and  thejr  held  more  than  mx  nieei- 
inn  within  thirty  houra,  before  the  ceremonial  of  the 
6eid  could  be  exactly  arranged. 

Meanwhile,  in  case  of  revival  of  ancient  quarrel, 
many  seeds  of  which  existed  betwixt  the  burghers 
and  their  mountain  neighbours,  a  proclamation  com- 
oianded  the  citizens  not  to  approach  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  place  where  the  Highlanders  were  quar- 
tered ;  while  on  I  heir  part  the  miendi^l  coinbniants 
vcre  prwiiibitetl  from  approaching  Penh  without  sne- 
oal  license.  Troops  were  stali'^ned  to  enfurce  mis 
wdcr,  who  did  their  charge  so  Rcrupulously,  as  to  prc- 
fcnt  Simon  Glover  himself,  burgess  and  citizen  of 
Fenb,  from  approaching  the  town,  because  he  owned 
laving  coiiie  th:ther  at  the  same  time  with  the  chani- 

es  of  Eachin  Maclan,  and  wore  a  plaid  around 
of  their  check  or  pattern.  This  interruplion  pre- 
mted  Simon  from  seeking  out  Henry  Wynd,  and 
MMMSsmg  him  with  a  true  knowledge  of  all  that  had 
aappeDed  ciacc  their  separation,  which  iniercours«\ 
adit  taken  place,  must  have  luatcrially  altered  the 
CKaatrophe  of  our  narrative. 

Od  Saturday  aAemoon  another  arrival  took  place, 

vfaich  interested  the  city  almost  as  much  as  the  prc- 

psabons  for  the  expectc^l  combat.    This  was  the  np- 

,inacbof  the  Karl  Douglas,  who  rode  through  the 

lavn  with  a  troop  of  only  thirty  horse,  but  all  of 

•Bom  were  knights  and  gentlemen  of  the  first  con- 

JHMoee.    Men's  eyes  fullowed  this  dreaded  peer  as 

^Wf  Dursue  the  flight  of  an  eagle  through  the  cloud."*, 

Mule  to  ken  the  course  of  the  bird  of  Jove,  yet  flilon^ 

-lllntive,  and  as  eirnest  in  observing  him,  as  if  thev 

Md  guess  the  object  for  which  he  sweeps  through 

■•  firmament.     He  rode  slowly  through  the  ciiv, 

IBd  passed  out  at  the  northern  gate.    He  next  alight  - 

mV.  the  Dominican  Convent,  and  desired  to  see  the 

-Mce  of  Albanv.    The  Earl  was  iiitroduced  inntnnt- 

.4h  ind  received  by  the  Duke  with  a  manner  wliicli 

.jni  meant  to  bcsraceful  and  conciliatory,  but  which 

Mold  not  conceal  both  art  and  ir.auieiude.    When 

■i  first  greetings  were  over,  the  Ran  said  with  great 

.<||ititjr,    '  1  brtng  you  inelancholv  news.     Vour 

~  Wices  royal  Nephew,  the  Duke  of  Rothsay,  is  no 

""it,  and  I  fear  hath  perishol  by  some  foul  practi- 

'Practices!"  said  the  Duke,  in  confusion,  "  what 
"noes  7— who  darca  practise  on  the  heir  of  the 
^tdah  throne?" 

Tis  not  for  me  to  st.''te  how  those  doubts  arise,'' 
^  ■rid  Douglas—"  but  men  say  the  Eagle  was  killed 
mfj^  in  arrow  fledged  fiom  his  own  wing,  and  the 
Pw  trunk  rent  bv  a  wedge  of  the  same  wood." 
1^.  *Etrl  of  Douglas."  said  the  Duke  of  Albany,  "  I 
I  u  reader  of  riddles." 

Nor  am  I  a  propounder  of  them,"  said  Douglas, 

Vitilf.     "\our  Grace  will  find  particulars  in 

In  pipers  worthy  of  perusal.    I  w  ill  go  for  half  an 

tor  10  the  cloister  garden.*  and  then  rejoin  you." 

Tm  go  not  to  the  King,  my  lord  7"  said  Albany. 

^JIThtnrdmAfthflDnininicantiarrminitfld  tlip  monniiteTv 

^OMLSiid  weraof  frcntnter.tnnd  beaut r.    Part  oriliem 

l«Wr  RdJniiiMl  the  Nnrih  Inch,  omi  ciivorvd  «ll  that 

■of  grawid  now  ocrnpied  by  Atlinli  Place,  the  Crencrnt. 

■MiTanaee.  tiMidm  a  eonniderabie  extent  of  rnnind  to 

■M  ind  MMtli,  aiili  known  by  the  name  of  the  Black  Friar* 

lilirt  af  tlwM  groandii  oTerlo«ikinr  the  North  Inch,  pruba- 

'tht  aMth  end  of  the  Temir«,  a  rirlily  docomien  mim- 

M  itood,  which  i*  fhHiiMnilr  mentioned  in  old  wrilingo 

iGillfn  Arbovr.    rVom  the  baleontei  of  fhiri  ediflce  Kinr 

lnMppo«d  to  hnre  witnet«ed  the  cunfliri  of  the  elann. 

tta  paeahar  fonna.  ron«tniction.  or  ornamentf  of  thia 

tfwanr  which  fainad  for  it  f  hii  title,  ii  not  even  hinted  at 

'  oilha local  chronirlen.    It  majr  be  menhoniMl,  however, 

ia  a  matter  of  mern  tradition,  that  the  ornaments  un 

of  itMi  Monks*  Tower  fa  circular  watch-tower  at 

"Wb'Ca^tanflAor  Iha  town)  were  laid  to  havo  been  copied 

■  ifeaaa  on  the  Gilten  Arbour,  hj  orders  of  tlie  flrnt  F.arl  of 


"Xo,"  answered  Douglas:  "I  trust  your,  Grace 
will  agree  with  me,  that  we  should  conceal  this  great 
family  misfortune  from  our  Sovereign  till  the  businesa 
of  to-morrow  be  decided." 

"I  willingly  agree,"  said  Albany.  "If  the  King 
heani  of  this  loss,  he  could  not  witness  the  combat ; 
and  if  he  apix'ar  not  in  person,  these  men  are  likel/ 
to  refuse  to  nght,  and  the  whole  work  is  cast  loose. 
But  I  pray  you  sil  down,  my  lord,  wliile  I  read  these 
melancholy  papers  respecting  poor  Rothsay." 

He  passed  the  pnptTs  through  his  hands,  turning 
some  over  with  a  hasty  glance,  and  dwelling  on 
others  as  if  their  contents  imd  been  of  the  last  im' 
porlance.  Whon  ho  had  spent  nearly  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  in  tliis  manner,  he  raised  his  eyes,  and  said  very 
gravely,  "My  lord,  in  these  mos«t  melancholy  docu- 
ments, it  is  vet  a  roinfort  to  see  nothing  which  can 
renew  the  divisions  in  the  King's  councils,  which 
were  settled  by  the  last  solemn  .icreement  between 
your  lordship  and  myn-lf.  My  ur.r.appy  nephew  was 
ny  that  agreement  to  be  set  aside,  until  Time  should 
send  him  a  graver  judgment.  He  is  now  removed  by 
Fat'\  and  our  purpose  in  tliat  matter  is  anticipated 
and  rendere*!  unnecessary." 

"  If  your  Grace,"  replied  the  Earl,  "sees  nothing 
to  flisturb  the  good  understanding  which  the  tran- 
quillity ar.d  safety  of  Scotland  require  should  exist  be- 
tween us,  I  nin  not  so  ill  a  friend  of  my  country  as 
to  look  closely  for  such." 

'•  1  understand  vou,  my  Lord  of  Douglas,"  said 
Albanv,  eagerly.  "  Vou  hnsrily  judged  that  I  should 
be  oflftMided  with  your  lordship  for  exercising  your 
powers  of  lieutenancy,  and  punishinz  the  detestable 
murderers  within  my  terrirory  of  Falkland.  Credit 
me,  on  the  contrary.  I  am  obliged  to  your  lord  ship  for 
taking  out  of  my  hands  the  punishment  of  these 
wretches,  as  it  would  have  broken  my  heart  even 
to  have  looked  on  them.  The  Scottish  Parliament 
will  inquire,  dolJhtles^  into  this  sacrilemous  deed; 
and  happy  nm  I  that  the  avenging  sword  has  been  in 
the  hand  of  a  man  so  important  as  your  lordship. 
Our  communication  together,  as  your  lordship  must 
well  recollect,  bore  only  concerning  a  proposed  re- 
straint of  my  unfortunate  nephew,  until  the  advance 
of  a  vear  or  two  had  taught  him  discretion  ?" 

"  Such  wos  ccrtoinly  vour  Grace's  pur-iose,  as  ci- 
pressed  to  me,"  said  the  Earl ;  "  I  can  safely  avouch 
It." 

"  Why,  then,  nohle  Earl,  we  cannot  be  censured, 
because  villains,  for  their  own  revengeful  ends,  ap- 

Eear  to  have  engrafted  a  bloody  termination  on  our 
onest  purpose? 

"  The  Parliament  will  judge  it  af^er  their  wisdom, 
said  Douglas.    "  For  my  pait,  my  conscience  acquit! 
me." 

"  And  mine  assoilzies  me,"  said  the  Duke  with  so- 
lemnity. "  Now,  my  lord,  toucliing  the  custody  of 
the  bo V  James, t  who  succeeds  to  his  father's  claims 
of  inheritance?" 

"  The  King  must  decide  it,"  said  Douglas,  impa- 
tient  of  the  conference.  "  I  will  consent  to  his  resi- 
dence any  where,  save  ot  Stirling,  Doune,  or  Falk- 
land." 

With  that  he  left  the  apartment  abruptly. 

"He  is  gone,"  muttered  the  crafty  Albany,  and 
he  must  be  my  ally— yet  feels  himself  disposed  to  be 
my  mortal  foe.  So  matter— Rothsay  sleeps  with  hit 
fathers— James  may  follow  in  time,  and  then*- a 
crown  is  the  recomx>en8c  of  my  perplexities." 


■.iiihteofnerofwhoae  garden  the  .Monks 
itaotrwas  falctn  down  at  the  same  tinu; 


■'  Tower  stood. 

with  Gowrin 

■d  Bur  f«t  mnemtMr  the  fcneral  aiipearance  of  tite 
100  Iha  eeilinr.jet  it  does  not  seem  to  have  occurrfd 

—  wi  iiavohad  them  copied.    Tliej  werr  allerorical 

.■*WWBI«I,  rapffoaefitinc  the  virtues  and  vices,  the  sea- 
commonplace  enoufti ; 
have  been  copied  from 
not  save  tliein  from  de*. 


^^  tta  aodiae,  and  otiier  subjects 
fgy  tfw  "Wfiiia,  that  they  miffht 
'"witiU  man  aaciMt,  if  it  eoald  ni 


CHAPTER   XXXIV. 

Thratiy  for  thretly  ftucht  in  Barrens. 

At  Sanct  Johnstuun  on  a  day  bcsyde  tlie  Black  Frsria. 

Iiyamni. 

Palm  Sl'nday  now  dawned.    At  an  earlier  period 
of  the  Christian  Church,  the  use  of  any  of  the  days  of 

truction,  should  hat-e  entitled  them  to  a  rn>atcr  shsie  tiian  Xh'if 
seem  to  have  pn<ii<cf«cd  or  ilie  notice  of  llicir  contMmporariet. 
The  patience  with  which  llie  antiqun  ies  of  Perth  have  submit* 
ted  to  the  removal  (in  many  cases  ilm  wanton  and  u«ela*4  ra. 
roovah  of  the  historical  mtmiiments  with  winch  they  wtrwat 
one  time  surrounded,  is  truly  wnnilerfUl ;"— Morrisos. 

*  Second  son  of  Robert  III.,  brother  of  tlia  uuforunats  Ouks 
of  Rothsay.  and  tlMrwards  Kir.f  Jkibm  L  of  Bcollaod 
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Passion  Week  for  the  Durpose  of  combat,  wo9ld  bare 
Wen  accounted  a  profanity  worthy  of  excommunica- 
tion. The  Church  of  Rome,  to  her  infinite  honour, 
had  decided,  that  during  the  holy  season  of  Easter, 
when  the  redemption  of  man  from  his  fallen  state  was 
acoompUshed,  toe  sword  of  war  should  be  sheathed, 
and  sngry  monarch  s  should  respect  the  season 
termed  the  TVuce  of  Qod.  The  ferocious  violence  of 
the  latter  wars  betwixt  Scotland  and  England  had 
destroyed  all  observance  of  this  decent  ana  religious 
ordinance.  Very  often  the  most  solemn  occasions 
were  chosen  by  one  party  for  an  attack,  bees  use  they 
hoped  to  find  the  other  engaged  in  religious  duties, 
and  unprovided  for  defence.  Thus  the  truc&  once 
considered  as  prober  to  the  season,  had  been  discon- 
tinued ;  and  it  became  not  unusual  even  to  select  the 
■acred  festivals  of  the  church  for  decision  of  the  trial 
by  combat  to  which  this  intended  contest  bore  a 
considerable  resemblance. 

On  the  present  occasion,  however,  the  duties  of  the 
day  were  observed  with  the  usual  solemnity,  and  the 
combatants  themselves  took  share  in  them.  Bearing 
branches  of  yew  in  their  hands,  as  the  readiest  sub- 
stitute for  palm  boughs,  they  marched  respectively  to 
the  Dominican  and  Carthusian  convents,  to  hear 
High  Mass,  and,  by  a  show  at  least  of  devotion^  to 
prepare  themselves  for  the  bloody  strife  of  the  day. 
Great  care  had  of  course  been  taken,  that,  during 
this  march,  they  should  not  even  come  witnin  the 
sound  of  each  other's  bagpipes ;  for  it  was  certain 
that,  like  game-cocks  exchanging  mutual  notes  of 
defiance,  they  would  have  sought  out  and  attacked 
each  other  before  they  arrived  at  theplace  of  combat. 

The  citizens  of  Perth  crowded  to  see  the  unusual 
procession  on  the  streets,  and  thronged  the  churches 
where  the  two  i;lans  attended  their  devotions,  to  wit- 
ness their  behaviour,  and  to  form  a  judgment  from 
their  appearance  which  was  most  likely  to  obtain  the 
advantage  in  the  approaching  conflict.  Their  de- 
meanour in  the  church,  although  not  habitual  fre- 
quenters of  places  of  devotion,  was  perfectly  deco- 
rous; and,  notwithstanding  their  wild  and  untamed 
dispositions,  there  were  few  of  the  mountaineers  who 
seemed  affected  either  with  curiosity  or  wonder. 
They  appeared  to  think  it  beneath  their  dignity  of 
caaracter  to  testify  either  curiosity  or  surprise  at  many 
tldngs  which  were  probably  then  presented  to  them 
Tor  tne  first  time. 

On  the  issue  of  the  combat,  few  even  of  the  most 
competent  judges  dared  venture  a  prediction;  al- 
though the  great  size  of  Torquil  and  his  eight  stal- 
wart sons,  induced  some  who  professed  themselves 
judges  of  the  thews  and  sinews  of  men,  to  incline 
to  ascribe  the  advantage  to  the  party  of  the  Clan 
Uuhele.  The  opinion  of  the  female  sex  was  much 
decided  by  the  handsome  form,  noble  countenance, 
tod  gallant  demeanour  of  Eachin  Haclan.  There 
were  more  than  one  who  imagined  they  had  recol- 
lection of  his  features ;  but  his  splendid  mditary  attire 
rendered  the  humble  Glover's  apprentice  unrecog- 
nisable in  the  young  Highland  Cnjeft  saving  by  one 
person. 

That  person,  as  may  well  be  supposed,  was  the 
Smith  of  the  Wynd,  who  had  been  the  foremost  in 
the  crowd  that  thronged  to  see  the  i^lant  cham- 
pions of  Clan  Quhele.  It  was  with  mmgled  feelings 
Of  dislike,  jealousy,  and  something  approaching  to 
adiniration,  that  he  saw  the  Giover^s  apprentice 
stripped  of  his  mean  slough,  and  blazing  forth  as  a 
chieftain,  who,  by  his  quick  eve  and  gallant  de- 
meanour, the  noble  shape  of  his  orow  and  throat,  his 
splendid  arms  and  well-proportioned  Umbs,  seemed 
well  worthy  to  hold  the  foremost  rank  among  men 

? elected  to  Uve  or  die  for  the  honour  of  their  race, 
he  Smith  could  hardly  think  diat  he  looked  upon 
the  same  passionate  boy,  whom  he  had  brushed  off 
as  he  might  a  wasp  that  stung  him,  and,  in  mere 
compassion,  forebore  to  despatch  by  treading  on  him. 
"  He  looks  it  gallantly  with  my  noble  hauberk," 
thas  muttered  Henry  to  himself  "  the  best  I  ever 
wrought.  Vet  if  he  and  I  stood  together  where  there 
wasi  neither  hand  to  help  nor  eye  to  see,  by  aU  that 
19  bletsed  in  this  holy  churdii,  the  good  harness 
s..cicld  rettfm  to  its'ownerl    All  that  I  am  worth 


would  I  give  for  three  fiur  blows  on  his  shqoldai  to 
undo  my  own  best  work ;  bat  such  happmen  will 
never  be  mine.  If  he  escape  from  the  conflict,  it  «iU 
be  with  so  high  a  character  for  courage^  that  be  nty 
well  disdain  to  put  his  fortune,  in  its  iresbnessi  to  tu 
risk  of  sn  encounter  with  a  poor  burgess  like  mjtdi 
He  will  fight  by  his  champion,  and  turn  me  ov«r  to 
my  fellow-craftsman  the  Hammerer,  when  all  I  cu 
reap  will  be  the  pleasnreof  knocking  a  Highland  bol- 
locK  on  the  head.  If  I  could  but  see  Simon  Glovcf  1— 
I  will  to  the  other  church  in  quest  of  him,  siocefgr 
sore  he  must  have  come  down  from  the  Highlaods." 

The  congregation  was  moving  from  the  church  «f 
the  Dominicans,  when  the  Smith  formed, this  detit* 
mination,  which  he  endeavoured  to  carry  into  ipeedy 
execution,  by  thrusting  through  the  crowd  as  hsstar 
as  the  solemnity  of  the  piece  and  occasion  would 
permit.  In  making  his  way  throogh  the  press,  he 
was  at  one  instant  carried  so  dose  to  Eadun  tost 
their  eyes  encountered.  The  Smith's  hardy  and  en- 
browned  countenance  coloured  up  like  .the  healed 
iron  on  which  he  wrought,  and  retained  its  dark-icd 
hue  for  several  minutes.  Eachin's  features  gloved 
with  a  brighter  blush  of  indignation,  and  a  glanosaf 
fiery  hatred  was  shot  from  his  eyes.  Bnt  the  sndda 
flush  died  away  in  ashy  paleness,  and  his  g^  »• 
stantly  avoided  the  unfriendly  but  steady  lock  wuh 
which  it  was  encountered. 

Torquil,  whose  eye  never  quitted  his  fbstersM, 
saw  his  emotion,  and  looked  anzkmaly  aroond  id 
discover  the  cause.  But  Henry  was  already  at  a  m- 
tance,  and  hastening  on  his  way  to  the  Carthmia 
convent.  Here  also  the  religious  service  of  lbs  ^ 
was  ended;  and  those  who  had  so  lately  botM 
palms  in  honour  of  the  great  event  which  orosghi 
peace  on  earth,  and  good- will  to  the  children  of  Dies, 
were  now  streaming  to  the  place  of  combat;  aooi 
prepared  to  take  the  lives  of  their  fellow-erestarei^er 
to  lose  their  own ;  others  to  view  the  deadly  miiSb, 
ynth  the  savafl»  delight  which  the  heathens  took  is 
the  contests  of  their  gladiators. 

The  crowd  was  so  great,  that  any  other  pcm 
might  well  have  despaired  of  making  way  tarosgh 
it.  But  the  general  deference  entertained  finr  Hoht 
of  the  Wynd,  as  the  champion  of  Perth,  sod  the 
universal  sense  of  his  ability  to  force  a  nasssgi^  is- 
duced  all  to  unite  in  yielding  roona  for  him,  se  thit 
he  was  presentlyquite  close  to  the  warriors  sf  thi 
Clan  Chattan.  Their  pipers  marched  at  the  besd  if 
their  column.  Next  followed  the  well-knowa  bsa- 
ner,  displaying  a  mountain  cat  rampant,  with  di» 
appropriate  caution.—"  Touch  not  the  eat  bat  (t.  4 
without)  the  glove.^'  The  Chief  folk>wed  with  bii 
two-handed  sword  advanced,  as  if  to  proieet  iSbt 
emblem  of  the  tribe.  He  was  a  man  of  middk  m- 
ture,  more  than  fifty  years  old,  but  betraying,  StfOMr 
in  features  nor  form,  any  decay  of  strength,  or  sfsp- 
toms  of  age.  His  dark-red  oioae-caried  locks  «■* 
in  part  checkered  by  a  few  grizaled  hain^  but  his  luy 
and  gesture  were  as  light  in  the  dance,  m  thsehMS. 
or  in  the  battle,  as  if  be  had  not  passed  his  iksmiB 
year.  His  gray  eye  Reamed  with  a  wiki  liglbt  a* 
pressive  of  valour  and  ferocity  mingled ;  bel  wmm 
and  experience  dwelt  on  the  ezprseaipn  of  bii  fan* 
head,  eyebrows,  and  lips.  The  ^osen  chasqsoM 
followed  by  two  and  two.  There  was  s  csfi  ■ 
anxiety  on  several  of  their  facea,  for  they  bad  fhv 
morning  discovered  the  sbsenoe  of  one  <M  thck  i^ 
pointed  number ;  end,  in  a  contest  so  dcspcnie  ■ 
was  expected,  the  loss  seemed  a  matter  of  iassrt 
anoe  to  all  save  to  their  high-mettled  Chie(  KaRBsi 
Chattanach. 

"  Say  nothing  to  the  Saxons  of  hie  abeenceb'  *■■ 
this  bold  lesder,  when  the  dimination  of  his  fbieeeii 
reported  to  him.  "  The  fslse  Lowland  tongoca  MK 
say  that  one  of  Clan  Chattan  was  a  oospaid|  tm 
perhaps  that  the  rest  favoured  his  eeeape,  in  otv» 
have  a  pretence  to  avoid  the  battle.  I  am  sare  th« 
Ferquhard  Day  vrill  be  found  in  the  ranks  eic  «•  a* 
ready  for  battle ;  or,  if  he  should  not,  am  nst  I  ■■ 
enough  for  two  of  the  Clan  Quhele  1  ot  m 
not  fight  them  fifteen  to  thirty,  rather  than 
renown  that  this  day  will  bring  us  1" 

The  tribe  received  the  brave  ipoech  of  ikeir ' 


Cur.XX3EIT.] 


THE  F.\IR  MAID  OF  PEaTH. 


with  uidBUN,  rtl  ihere  wero  ■niioiis  look*  ihrown  ! 
HI  in  hope*  of  apvinB  the  return  of  thv  deaatct; 
ud  pccfaiin  the  ChieT  himsdT  wan  ibe  only  one  of, 
tb«  delamiincd  band  who  wis  toLatly  indifterent  on ' 
the  nibJBct. 

llier  mmhed  an  thiough  the  str<eiB  withoui  see- 
»■  asr  IhiDg  of  Petiguhanl  Day,  who,  mnry  a  mile 
KToad  the  mounluiu,  waa  buaieil  in  receiving  auch 
bDHimifieatkni  u  inccea^rut  lavs  I'ould  bealon'  lot 
the  Ion  of  honour.  HacGillic  Chatlamch  marchpil 
m  without  •ecniLie  lo  observe  tho  abKnfe  of  tliu 
Mener,  tnd  entered  upon  the  Xorth  Ineh,  a  heauii- 
flii  and  level  plain,  cloaely  adjacent  to  the  city,  and 
Vpropiiited  to  the  martial  exereJMS  of  the  inhaiul- 

The  pbin  ia  wtahod  on  one  nvh  fry  the  deep  and 
■wcltins  TViy.  There  was  erected  within  it  a  sironR 
■iEudl^  endoning  on  three  lides  a  spacn  of  nne 
•lUdnil  and  tiriir  yarda  in  lenifih,  and  Bevcnij-raui 
Jtrdi  in  width.  Th'^  feurlh  side  of  the  lists  was  coti- 
lidKed  u  fuRiriently  bnccd  by  the  ris'er.  An  amphL- 
wilr*  (br  th*  accommodation  of  spectamrs  sur- 
Kmded  the  palirade,  leaving  n  larpe  Bpacr  free  ic  be 
•Mopied  by  armed  men  on  fool  jnd  horacback.  incl 
■lie  the  more  ordinary  elaai  of  sp.etatot9.  At  the 
MtremitTofthe  Usia.  which  ivns  nearest  lo  the  fily, 
Ihite  wai  >  ran^e  of  elevated  Ralleri,^  for  [he  Kin^' 
Hd  h»  eOQilien,  »o  highly  decorated  wiih  malic 

IiUtCe,  iniersnniftled  wiili  cildeo  otnamcnis,  that 
tj^t,relunB  to  ibii  day  the  name  of  the  Golden, 


n  minatrelsy,  whici 
lie  ptDTDchi  or  battle  lunea  c 
n,  wa(  ailenl  when  they  en 
ch  wai  the  order  which  hud 
r,  but  saetl  waniors,  each  b 
■e-fdyan     '        ' 


irinjt  the  hrinner 

i«  Sta-aiid  pitching  their  ManJnrds  into  tiioenn.i, 
(R^tared  lo  be  apeclalore  of  a  fight  in  which  ihey 
fmt  not  10  join.  The  pipers,  who  weri^  also  to  be 
Miiral  in  the  ilnfc,  look  their  placca  by  ihcir  reapec- 
in  brattarht. 

The  multitude  received  both  hinda  with  Ihc  eame 
■Mill  about,  wirh  which  on  limilar  occneiona  they 
vidcome  ihoM  from  whose  cieriion  Ihcy  expect 
Mraument,  or  what  they  term  sport.  The  declined 
nnbaiiDts  relumed  no  answer  lo  thia  prcetin?,  hiil 
.  Bth  parly  advanced  to  ihe  opooaile  oxtreninies  of 
AiUia.  wher'-  u'le  entrances  by  which  ihey  were 
"  "   '        '  ■  [o   the  inlerior.    A  sirong  body  ol 

. .,„,»  Huotritd   either  accesni  and  the  Earl 

triial  ai  the  one.  and  the  Lord  Hijih  Coni.!able  at 
other,  eareftilly  examined  each  inaividiial.  to  see 
F*kHhfrhehad  (be  approijriaieorms.  being  steel-cDp, 
HMUiirt^  two-handed  sword,  and  dagger.  They 
^Mgrnnused  the  numbersof  each  parlV!  gnd  greal 
""■hiatann  among  the  muliiiude,  when  iho  F.nrI 
■  ■  'd  up  hiaTiand  and  cried,-"  Ho  ;-Thi- 
ttol  proceed,  fbr  iha  Clan  Chatlan  lack 

"(""of  thi 


"  they  should  haye  counted 


F.arl  of 


Mbri  Hanhal  however,  agreed  with  the  Con- 
'k  lint  the  fight  could  not  proceed  until  the  me- 
QMdd  be  removed;  and  a  general  spprehen- 
^%B  Mtetud  in  Ihe  aasembied  mulmiide,  inai 

a  die  preparation  there  would  be  no  bailie. 
_^     prasent,  there  were  only  two  perhaps  whc 
etof  the  combat  being  edji 


nw  Aw  wan,  theCapiaia  of  the  Clan  Quhel 
N  fci JMdM-ba*Tied  Jtini   ~  ' 

WHCUAatcbplletidedbraapi. 

^^.Mio  Ihe  midvt  of  Ihe  litta,  having,  li 


1^  atcb  piletided 
..  Jl  Ihe  midvt  of  lh_ 

H  delarmining  what  was 


■■     ihl  — .  . 
The  Chief  . 


rmining — 

„  ,J   Lorir  High  Constable,   Iht 
^-~%  and  Sir  Patrick  Charieris     ■^i- 

PDtu  Oiatlin  declared  himself  - „ 

niCftghling  upon  the  spol,  wilhoui  regatd 
•ifeparit  J  of  numbers, 

*  ■»""■   •'"*  Torquil  of  the  Oak,  "  Clan  ftuh. 
t»  ^WB  consent  to.    You  con  never  win  hon< 

f>  JJtJintb  the  sword,  and  you  seek  but  a  subl 
^  Ibai  you  may  say  whan  you  are  defeated. 


band  fully  col 


was  the  youngeit  of 
e  of  ihe  man  who  has 


*e  will  Ml  liim  oside  in 
Sed  from  ilie  combal." 

most  unjust  and  unequal  proposal."  exclaimed 
. . . .  jch  Beg,  the  second,  as  he  might  be  termed,  of 
WacOillie  Cfiaitnnach.  "  The  life  of  Ihe  Chiefia  lo 
ne  clan  ihe  breath  of  our  noelrilp,  nor  will  wa  ever 
)nsent  ihnt  our  Chief  ahnll  he  ciposed  to  dangera 
hich  lhpCaplBiiiofClanQ.uhcle  does  not  share." 
Torquil  saw  wilh  deep  anxiety  that  his  plan  wai 
itbout  in  bit,  when  the  objection  was  made  to  Hec- 
lor'H  being  witlidmwn  ftom  the  battle  i  and  he  waa 
niedilniinghowlOBiimmrt  hia  proposal,  wScn  Eaehiti 
If  interfimd.  llii  limidily,  it  must  be  observed, 
1,11  of  Ihot  aonlid  and  aelBsh  nnturo  which  in- 
ihose  who  are  infected  by  it  calmlv  '"  ■iilmli 
honour  talhet  then  risk  danger.  Oi 
he  wax  morsllr  brave,  though  coneii 


tutionslly 
imbat  b^ 


nthele 


if  Ici 


ncnl  more  powerful  than 

ear,"  he  said,  "  of  a  achema  which 
■Ota  ahealhed  during  thiada/a  glo- 
If  1  am  young  in  arma.  there  are 
men  around  me,  whom  I  roayimi- 


•  young  Chiefhi 


vouid  fly  a 


iidaina 

lie  heart '."  said  the  foa- 
iire  the  foul  apall 

the  BouDd  dfUM 

said  ihe  CotislabU. 

_ _. .._.  be  much  lungerpoat- 

innnl.  for  tlieday  upproir.hes  lo  high  noon.  Let  iba 
Chief  of  Clan  Chatlan  take  the  half  hour  which  ra- 
Riains.  1-)  find,  if  he  can,  a  substitute  for  this  dewrt- 
pri  if  heconnoi.lEt  them  fight  ai  iheysiind." 

"Content  I  am,"  said  tlw  Marshal,  "  thouah  a« 
loncofhis  own  clan  are  nearer  than  (rfty  niilai,  I 
ve  not  how  MncOillie  Chattanach  ia  to  find  an  aux- 


He  spoke  these 
orquil.  and  uerh 


"m^  « 


but  if  h. 
Bl«''' 


a  high  r 


9Did  ihe  High  Consliblii 


yeomen  surrounding  ihi 

eil.    I  niyaelf,  did  my  quality, 
lid  bliihely   take,  a  turn  of 


ire  enouiih  of 
who  will  ba 


Thei-  com' 
landers,  and      .   . 
—".You  havejudpcd 


__  work  amon^ 

t,  Hiiu  ihink  it  fame  won." 
icaied  ihnr  decision  10  the  Migh- 
ChieT  of  the  Clan  rhattan  tiDlied, 
■      "  loida. 


idpcdimparliallyandiobly.mi 
...;B^lf  obliged  lo  follow  your  dii 
proclamation,  heralds,  tbal  if  ai 


nelhing  chary  of  your  t 


e  Chaf 


enough; .... 

draws  his  sword  fc.  „ 

The  heralds  had  made  Ibi 
way  round  the  lists, 


Blone.'^ 


Sirogresa,  moving  half 
ping  flom  time  to  time,  M 
ey  had  been  directed,  with- 
out the  least  n|ipareni  disi-ofiiion  on  the  pari  of  alir 
one  10  BCc^l  ol  the  proflered  enliaimsnt.  90DM 
sneered  ai  the  poverty  of  the  Highlanders,  who  .aot 

Others  affected  resentment,  that  they  should  esteein 
Ihe  blood  of  citaens  so  lightly.  None  ahowsi  t^ 
ilightesl  iniention  u  undertake  the  task  prcooBid, 
uoirt  the  sound  of  ihe  proclamation  reached  Hour 
of  thaWynd,  asheslood  wilhoul  the  harper,  apeakr 
ingfr'<mi]matotimewithBaUuCraigdallie,ciTiBdi« 
liBiening  TBguely  to  what  the  magittrata  wi«  aar^V 


CHROXICLGS  OP  THE  CANONOATE. 


[Cut.  JLXXl?. 


"He  I  whM  E">e'«'i'  iheyl"  be  cried  oui. 

"  A  tibmil  o/tr  on  ibc  pari  of  HtcOiUie  ChMta- 

n«ch,"  wid  iKe  Hmi  or  ihe  Giiffia,  "who  pro^ 


II  for 


?5'£dS"U[S 


D  hia  11 


"Howl"  eicliimed  the  Smith,  eogerlr.  "do  ibey 
nuke  proclamBlion  for  *  maa  lo  fight  ixunil  the 
Ctan  Qahele  f"  

"A/,  iii/.y  Ao  Ihct,    nid  On'fini     bat  I  think 

SVii'sd'haniiy  Miil'ihe  woH,  v>'.,- ;,   lo  b«hrid  the 

m  th«  liiti,  «aViiiB.  Here  am  ' ,  -  i  lenJd,  Henry 
of  Ihe  Wyud,  wilUnB  10  do  b.iii!,  ...  : .le part  of  the 
Ciu  China  D."  . 


The  spaclalon  murTDured  a  ji'ft'i  ■ 

d  iccepli 

Dpiaai.    The  deu,  Aai 

Hennr  Smiib,  lendend    him 
amaag  (ha  mecialon,  and 
eipreaiian,  waratakentiliB' 


while  the  gnve  bui^era.  not  bi  in 
(he  alighiul  reaeun  for  Henri  " 
eluded  thai  hia  Kead  miiai  he  iil>-.  •) 
iha  love  of  figlilina.  Thu  Ptu^  .- 
ahocked 

"Thou  art  mai;  "  ho  aoid.  "H 
oarthet  [»o-fa»ndal  awordnor  ^hiri 

■"~    '  "d  Henry,  "fori  ; 


litude. 


with 


e  for  I 


■hin.  which  I 
Cbiaf  of  (ha  Clan  Qiih 
ahouldera  with  what  sun  111  l>i.ji- 
Aa  for  two-handed  »"-■! 
aarra  my  turn  till  I  '■  i  ■ 

"Thiamiial  noi  l'"  ■  I 

nuurer,  by  SaiDl  -M"' 
hauberk  and  good  S|-..ii.  -  ■  ■>■ 

but  the  yoke  with  n-hirh  yfiLi;  !.. 
Iha  batila  ai  Loncarry,  wnulil  - 
enough.  I  am  liitle  uaed  to  sm. 
bare  not  vctoUEht  mywlf.  becni.)" 
what  blows  [he  one  will  L<t:.r 
crtchcd.  or  the  other  lay  on  "Hi- 
The  cry  Had  iinheraennwluli- 1 
titude,  and  passed  Into  ih;  iinvi 
Sn.im  was  about  lo  fii^l.r  ".i'' 
juat  M  the  fated  hour  wai  np; 
voice  of  a  female  was  heard  f-rr 
through  the  crowd.  The  muliitu 
importunity,  and  aheadvaneHl, ' 
nnow  the  burden  of  a  tT]ad  hai 
banded  iwonj.    The  widow  ol 


a  OB  eapecially 

t:  •  Thou  haal 

.:  irbH." 

I. . I  with  a  laeil' 

-' .  m  find  oti  hia 
:  ]k  my  rivei*  I 
r's  brand  will 

Qllberl  Hayj 

larnesa  that  1 
vilhoul  being 

■■I  the  dountleu 

if  ■  ng,  the  ^ril 
(■[■  ■.  ...R  for  paaaagi. 
tiiijt  ,'  it'e  place  10  her 
l)rt^:i[|.U«a  with  haars, 
h-il.  :.iidalaraBlwo- 
Oli'.r  l>rOudlutewaa 


Uioae  of  ih 


lefaulevmi 
irally  n 


.aelr,  » 


la'of  hil 


dead  body,  and      -_  .. 
EraMAil  widuw.  brought 

when  auch  p-  )»ed  weaf -, .  .., 

auence  lo  thu- owner,  Henri  |.>.:..  .f  recavcd  ihe 
well-koowD  erma,  and  ilie  im<i  ^<  .ub  Iremhimg 
ba«t*Bsai«led  in  pulling  them  on.  n'-.i  ■  hen  took  leave 
of  him,  aayins.  "God  for  the  rliri;,.;...)n  of  the  wi- 
dpw  aad  oiphan,  and  Ui  luck  in  ill  uiio  coma  before 

Confidmi  at  tMiioa  hiniidf  in  hia  well-provad  _ 
monii  Heniv  ahook  himaeir  aa  if  to  •eilla  iha  iteal 
Ulin  annind  hini,  and.  unibeatbinB  ibe  iwo-banded 
(wonj,  made  it  fiourin  orer  hia  head,   ~~  '*" 


gnia  o^t,  ■ 
roved  how  f 


d  in  (he  fbrm  o 


li  which 

proved  how  powerfiilly  and 

tha  ponderoi.*  weapon.    The  cht— , 

oidnd  to  march  in  iheir  luma  a-ound  the  liili,  croaa- 
ing  ao  aa  10  jvoid  meeting  each  other,  and  tnakmg 
sbaiianM  at  they  paaaed  the  Qolden  Aiboor  whae 
the  Eing  wa*  aeated. 

While  thta  couraa  wa*  performing,  ni 
veciaiurtwere  again  o-"""-'- ~™"-"' 


. of  the  two  iMrtiaa,  and  eodea- 

I  fonn  a  conjeelnre  aa  lo  the  ptobabla  iaaue 
aba'.  The  find  or'a  hnndred  yean  with 
:•  of  iMuaamn  aod  ntaliatiori,  waa  eon- 
ia  iba  Doeom  of  each  combatanL    Theu 

lecB  aeemed  fierealy  wrilban  into  iha  wild- 

ail  tzpreaBon  of  prida,  hale,  and  a  deaparau  pur- 
gam  « llgtatias  lo  tba  vair  laat. 


% 


'^iaiota,  and  odd^  '?.WS'fe!??iH 

■aken.ihathawonldkiUihnetfH 

„ he  bimaalf  fUL    Rciretly  waa  tha 

eouipped  for  tba  c«    '-■---■--  ' 

ChielaoTdeT 


)   Gloi 


ampwnviuiuilMUiNaflca: 
Henry  heard  the  loife  d 

,„ „  _.jm  the  crowd,  who  van 

with  eipeciBiion,  and  calling  on  bin, 
nilh,  Harry  Smith,  what  madneai  haia 

Hy,  he  wiahea  to  aave  hi*  hoprful  nn-io-lair, 
la,  or  i*  lo  be,  from  the  Smilh'a  haodling,"  wt) 
iienr/a  firat  tbougbi— hb  aocotuj,  waa  to  idtd  aod 
apeak  with  him— and  hia  third,  that  he  could  on  t» 
— etext  deaen  the  band  which  he  liad  jnned,  W  era 
em  deairoua  to  delay  Itae  fight,  cmuiatiDtlr  "in 

He  turned  him  §0:1;  therelbre,  to  tbetnuineaai/lba 

hour.    Both  pirtiea  were  diapoied  by  therev*cti<i 

ChieEi  in  ihrae  line^  each  containiDg  ten  men.  Jiff 

were  arranged  with  auch  intervale  mi  ween  cieb  ut 

dividual,  aa  oBered  him  acope  lo  wield  hit  mfi, 

the  blade  ot  which  waa  five  feel  long,  dm  ndnm 

ihehandle.     The  aecood  and  third  linaawMiUieaaw 

up  IB  reBurvea,  in  caaa  ihe  firal  ■xseriancad  ditMW. 

(b  tha  right  of  tha  array  of  Clan XbiM*,  ^OM, 

Eachin  Haclan,  placed  hmiaalf  in  iha  aeeondGiab*- 

(wilt  two  of  hia  Ibalet-brolbar*.    Four  at  thtn  at; 

cupied  iherighl  of  the  first  Una,  whilai  thebthcriM 

other*  protected  the  rear  of  the  b^ved  di»l- 

TorqiuL  in  panicular,  kepi  doae  bcbuid,  m 

latpoaeor  coveringhiin.     Ttiaa  Eschin  tUodM 

xntreof  nine  of  iheslrongaal  maoctf  biabaM 

having  four  eapecial  defenden  in  [ronl,  out  M«a 

hand,  and  three  in  hia  rear. 

Tha  line  of  the  Clan  Cbetlan  wne  arranged  m  m- 
cisely  the  aanie  order,  only  (hat  the  Chial  oca    ~ 

lhSi° 


in  the  oppoang  banda  only  or 
waa  the  unhanw  Eachin,  lo  oropOM  plaeinahDMf 
on  Ihe  left  of  Uie  Ihinl  rank  of  lb*  CUd  ChatlM. 
Bui  iba  leader  diijnroved  of  ibia  mrnagaoWf  iM 
btviiw  reminded  Haary  thai  he  owed  hunobaditM 
■a  hBvmg  taken  wage*  BI  hia  band,  h*  eomn^oil 
him  to  occupy  ihe  qiacein  the  third  ud*.  imnwiialdT 
behind  himaelC— a  post  of  honour,  certainly,  whi* 
Henry  could  not  decUaa,  though  he  aecefilae  of  U  wiM 

When  the  cianawere  ihua  drawn  op  oppolad.la 
each  Diher,  they  inlimaied  ihcir  feudal  ammoMT, 
and  their  eagerneBs  10  engage,  by  a  wild  acnaB 
which,  piiereTbr  the  Clan  Qubele.  waa  apainri 
and  edioad  back  bv  ihe  Clan  Cbattaii,  the  wboltK 
the  aame  time  ahakiog  their  aworda,  and  iiiwri^ 
each  Diher^  u  if  they  meant  lo  eonqoer  ibe  iaapaa; 
lion  of  tbeliappoiMnuera  thejrimncladinibaaNB 

Ai  tbi*  trying  moment.  Toiouil,  who  had  mW 
feared  far  himaeli;  wla  agilated  wiib  alann  on  IM 

Kn  of  hi*  Dault,  yal  eona^ad  by  obai  auig  thaty 
Pt  a  delarmuMid  poMure  1  and  that  the  tfji^ff 
which  be  noke  10  hia  clan  wen  deliverad  nWK 
and  veil  calcultted  10  animaie  them  10  cotdm^  f* 
eipreaang  bia  ravoluiion  to  partake  their  hit  ■ 
death  or  vicloiv.  Bui  there  was  no  tiaw  tot  fntw 
obaervatioo.  The  irumpeta  of  the  King  aOBaidj 
charge,  the  bagpipes  blew  up  their  acnamail  M 
maddening  note*,  and  Ihe  combatania,  Ktartia|l^ 
ward  in  ngolar  order,  end  iTKreaaing  ihor  pate* 
ibw  came  to  *  amart  run,  met  logelberin  ibaeoMN 
of  iba  gronnd,  aa  a  fUriuo*  land  tortant  eneaiBMi 
an  advancing  tide. 

For  an  inaiani  orrwo  tbe  from  line*,  hewwg*] 
each  other  with  their  long  sworda,  aeamed  1W^ 
in  a  aueceaaian  of  angle  oombala;  bui  1^  WW* 
and  third  ranka  aoon  came  ap  on  eitbar  ■dh.I*^ 
tad  tlik*  by  Ihe  aaiiccaMa  of  hatred  aod  tha  WW  < 


' 
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bononr,  pratsed abroogh  tha  intervtla,  and  rendered 
the  scene  a  tumultuous  chaos,  over  which  the  huge 
swords  rose  and  sunk,  some  still  slittering,  others 
streaminjf  with  blood,  appearing,  from  the  wild  ra- 
pidity with  which  they  were  swayed,  rather  to  be 
pot  m  motion  by  some  complicated  machinery,  than 
to  be  wielded  by  human  hands.  Some  of  the  com- 
batants, too  much  crowded  together  to  use  those  long 
weapons,  had  already  betaken  themselves  to  their 
poniards,  and  endeavoured  to  get  within  the  sword- 
BVftep  or  those  opposed  to  them.  In  the  meantime, 
blood  flowed  fast,  and  the  groans  of  those  who  fell 
h^^  to  mingle  with  the  cnes  of  those  who  fought ; 
for,  according  to  the  manner  of  the  Highlanders  at 
ill  dmets  they  could  hardly  be  said  to  shout,  but  to 
yelL  Those  of  the  spectators,  whose  eyes  were  best 
accustomed  to  such  scenes  of  blood  and  confusion, 
eottld  nevertheless  discover  no  advantage  ]fet  ac- 
quired by  either  party.  The  conflict  swayed,  indeed, 
atdifierent  intervals,  forwards  or  backwards,  but  it 
wuonly  in  momentary  superiority,  which  the  party 
who  acquired  it  almost  instantly  lost  by  a  corrres- 
pondiug  exertion  on  the  other  side.  The  wild  notes 
of  the  pipers  were  still  heard  above  the  tumult,  and 
sdmutated  to  farther  exertions  the  fury  of  the  com- 
batants. 

At  once,  however,  and  as  if  by  mutual  agreement 
the  instroments  sounded  a  retreat ;  it  was  expressed 
in  wailing  noted,  whk:h  seemed  to  imply  a  dirge  for 
the  fallen.  The  two  parties  disengaged  themselves 
from  each  other,  to  take  breath  for  a  few  minutes. 
The  eyes  of  the  spectators  greedily  surveyed  the  shat- 
tered array  of  the  combatants  as  they  drew  olf  from 
the  contest,  but  foimd  it  still  impossible  to  decide 
which  had  sustained  thefreater  loss.  It  seemed  as 
if  Uic  Clan  Chatun  had  lost  rather  fewer  men  than 
their  antagoiysts ;  but  in  compensation,  the  bloody 
plaids  ana  shirts  of  their  party  (for  several  on  both 
■des  had  thrown  their  mantles  away)  showed  more 
wounded  men  than  the  Clan  duhele.  About  twenty 
of  both  skbs  lav  on  the  field  dead  or  dying  {  and  arms 
and  legs  loppea  off,  heads  cleft  to  the  chin,  slashes 
dssp  through  d.v  shoulder  into  the  breast,  showed  at 
oQce  the  fury  of  the  combat,  the  ghastly  character  of 
the  weapons  used,  and  the  ratal  strengtn  of  the  arms 
which  wielded  them.  The  Chief  of  the  Clan  Chattan 
had  behaved  himself  with  the  most  determined  cou- 
rage, and  was  slightly  wounded.  Eachin  also  had 
fought  with  spirit,  surrounded  by  his  body-guard. 
His  sword  was  bloody :  his  bearing  bold  and  war- 
like; and  he  smiled  when  old  Torquil,  folding  him 
in  his  arms,  loaded  him  with  praises  and  with  oless- 

The  two  Chipis,  after  allowing  their  followers  to 
breathe  for  the  space  of  about  ten  minutes,  again 
diaw  up  in  their  flies,  diminished  by  nearly  one  tnird 
of  their  original  number.  They  now  chose  their 
ground  nearer  to  the  river  than  that  on  which  they 
had  formerly  encountered,  which  was  encumbered 
widi  the  wounded  and  the  slaio. ,  Some  of  the  for- 
mer were  observed,  from  time  to  time,  to  raise  them- 
selves to  gain  a  glunpse  of  the  field,  and  sink  back, 
most  of  them  to  die  from  the  efltision  of  blood  wbk:h 
poured  fh>m  the  terrific  gashes  iniicted  by  the  clay- 
more. 

Harry  Smith  was  easily  distinguished  by  his  Low- 
land habit,  as  well  as  nis  remaining  on  the  spot 
where  they  had  first  encountered,  where  he  leanmg 
on  a  sword  beside  a  corpse,  whose  bonneted  head, 
carried  to  ten  yards'  ustance  from  the  body  by  the 
force  of  the  blow  which  had  swept  it  ofij  exhibited  the 
oak-leai^  the  appropriate  ornament  of  the  body-guard 
of  Eachin  Maclan.  Since  he  slew  this  man,  HeniY 
had  not  struck  a  blow,  but  had  contented  himself 
widi  warding  ofi*many  that  were  dealt  at  himself  and 
Bonie  which  were  aimed  at  the  Chief.  MacGillie 
Chattanach  became  alarmed,  when,  having  given  the 
signal  that  his  men  should  again  draw  together,  he 
obeen'ed  that  his  powerful  recruit  remained  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  ranks,  and  showed  little  disposition  to 
join  them. 

"  What  ails  thee,  map  7"  said  the  Chief.  "  Can  so 
strong  a  body  have  a  mean  and  cowardly  spirit? 
Come,  and  make  in  to  the  combat.** 


"  You  as  good  as  called  roe  hireling  bnt  now,"  re- 
plied Henry--"  If  I  am  such,'*  pointing  to  the  hsftd* 
less  corpse,    I  have  done  enough  for  my  days  wage." 

"  He  that  wrves  me  Mrithout  counting  ms  hours," 
replied  the  Chief,  "I  rewapi  him  without  reckoning 
wages." 

Then,"  said  the  Smith.  "  I  fiffht  as  a  volunteer, 
and  in  the  post  which  best  likes  me." 

"All  that  is  at  your  own  discretion,"  replied  Mac- 
Gillie  Chattanach,  who  saw  the  prudence  of  humour- 
ing an  auxJliar)'  of  such  promise. 
^  It  is  enough,"  said  Henry;  and  shouldering  his 
heavy  weapon,  he  joined  the  rest  of  the  combatants 
with  alacnty,  and  placed  hunself  opposite  to  ike 
Chief  of  the  Clan  Quhele. 

It  was  then,  for  the  first  time,  that  Eachin  showed 
some  uncertainty.  He  had  long  looked  up  to  Henry 
as  the  best  combatant  which  Perth  ana  its  neigh- 
bourhood could  bring  into  the  lists.  His  hatred^ to 
him  as  a  rival  was  mingled  with  recollection  of  the 
ease  w'th  which  he  had  once,  though  unarmed,  foiled 
his  own  sudden  and  desperate  attack;  and  when  he 
beheld  him  with  his  eyes  fixed  in  his  direction,  the 
dripping  sword  in  his  hand,  and  obviously  meditating 
an  attack  on  him  individually,  hie  courage  fell,  and 
he  gave  symptoms  of  wavering,  which  did  not  escape 
his  foster-father. 

It  was  luckv  for  Eachin,  that  Torquil  was  incapa- 
ble, from  the  lormation  of  his  own  temper,  and  that 
of  those  with  whom  be  had  lived,  to  conceive  the  ids* 
of  one  of  his  own  tribe,  much  less  of  his  Chief  and 
foster-son,  being  deficient  in  animal  courage.  Could 
he  have  imagined  this,  his  grief  and  rage  might  have 
driven  him  to  the  fierce  extremitv  of  taking  Eachin's 
life,  to  save  him  from  staining  his  honour.  But  his 
mind  rejected  the  idea  that  his  Dault  was  a  personal 
coward,  as  something  which  was  monstrous  and 
unnatural.  That  he  was  under  the  influence  of  en- 
chantment, was  a  solution  which  superstition  had 
suggef 'ed,  and  he  now  anxiously,  but  in  a  whiaperi 
demanded  of  Heetor,  "  Does  the  spell  now  darken 
thy  spirit,  Eachin?*' 

*'  Yes.  wretch  that  I  am,"  answered  the  unhappy 
youth :  ''and  yonder  stands  the  fell  enchanter!" 

"  What!"  exclaimed  Torquil,  "and  you  wear  har- 
ness of  his  making  7— Norman,  miserable  boy,  why 
brought  you  that  accursed  mail  ?"< 

"  If  my  arrow  has  flown  astray,  I  can  but  shoot 
mylife  after  it."  answered  Norman-nan-Ord.  **  Stand 
film  you  shall  see  me  break  the  soell." 

"  Ye&  stand  firm,"  said  Torquil.  "  He  may  be  a 
fell  enchanter ;  but  my  own  ear  has  heard,  and  my 
own  tonmie  has  told,  that  Eachin  shall  leave  the 
battle  whole,  free,  and  un wounded— let  us  see  the 
Saxon  wizard  who  can  gainsay  that.  He  may  be  a 
strong  man,  but  the  fair  forest  of  the  oak  shall  fall, 
stock  and  bough,  ere  he  lay  a  finger  on  mv  Dault 
Ring  around  him,  my  sons,-~J9au  air  ton  hachinr* 

The  sons  of  Torquil  shouted  back  the  words,  which 

Tify,  "  Death  for  Hector.** 
ncouraged  by  their  devotion,  Eachin  renewed  his 
spirit,  and  called  boldly  to  the  minstiela  of  his  dan, 
"  Seid  suas"  that  is,  Strike  up. 

The  wild  pibroch  sgain  sounded  the  onset ;  but  the 
two  pardes  approached  each  other  more  slowly  than 
at  first,  as  men  who  knew  and  respected  each  other's 
valour.  Henry  VVynd,  in  his  impatience  to  begin  the 
contest,  advanced  before  the  Clan  Chattan,  and 
signed  to  Eachin  to  come  on.  Norman,  however, 
sprang  forward  to  cover  his  foster-brother,  and  tliere 
was  a  general^  though  momentary  pause,  ts  if  both 
parties  were  willing  to  obtain  an  omen  or  the  fate  of 
the  day,  from  the  even  t  of  this  duel.  The  High  auder 
advanced,  with  his  large  sword  uplifted,  as  in  act  to 
strike :  but  just  as  he  came  within  sword*s  length,  he 
dropt  the  long  and  cumbrous  weapon,  leapt  lightly  over 
the  Smith's  sword,  as  he  fetched  a  cut  ht  him,  drew 
his  dagger,  and  being  thus  within  Henry's  guard, 
struck  him  with  the  weapon  (his  own  gift)  on  the 
side  of  the  throat,  directing  the  blow  downwards 
i.ito  the  chest,  and  calling  aloud,  at  the  same  time, 
"  You  taught  me  the  stab !" 

But  Henry  Wynd  wore  his  own  good  hauberk, 
doubly  defended  with  a  lining  of  tempered  steeL  Had 


CHRONICLES  OF  THE  CANONOATE. 

■utsIt  anDrd,  hia  combaia  liicl  been    Oiieri 
•t.    Evtn  as  U    u-is,  he  kdi  ilif;htly    whole 
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he  been  li 
ended  fnr 
wounded. 

"  Fool !"  he  replied,  sliikinft  Norman  a  blow  wUh 
(he  pirnimel  or  his  long  sword,  which  madp  him 
slaffier  backwardF,  "vou  nde  mughl  the  Ihnut,  Liul 

Sr..  '»h?A"c*l^'hi»  ikulU^muRhW  «i«l'".p,Te 
t  the  hfeleee  hodj'  to  enpfige  ihe   raung 


Bill  the  soiioroua  toicb  of  Toiquil  ihundend  o 
"Fartil  air  wn  Eachin."  (Anoiher  for  Hecio 
end  the  two  breThren  who  flanked  iheii  Chief  once 
side,  ihniil  forward  upon  Henry,  and,  airikine  bt 
at  once,  compelled  him  lo  keep  liie  defenBive. 

"  Porwird,  raee  of  ihc  Tiger  Cai !"  cried  Mi 
Gillio  rhallonachi    "save   the  ' 
these  hiieo  feel  your  talons  \" 

Already  much  woumlwl,  ihe  Chief  draMed  hitneelf , 

up  10  ihs  Sm:ih'e  asaialnnce,  and  cut  down  one  of    will  Blifli-n  tfthey  dil 

tilt  LeichtatK  by  wboir  he  waa  aeaslled.     ITenry's        ••^'-.i- ->- --- 

owneimd  awordrid  him  of  the  other. 

"Rtiit  air  TOH    EnchinP'    (ARain    for  Heiilor,) 
thouted  Ihe  faithful  furtcr-l^iher. 

"  Bai  air  ion  EarhiK."  (Death  for  Heetor.)  an- 
swered  two  more  cl  hia  dsTOipd  sona,  and  uppoanl 
Ibemselves  lo  tht  fury  of  the  Smith  and  thoae  who 
had  coma  lo  his  aid  ;  while  Eachin,  tnovini  towards 
Ihe  left  -mne  of  the  bailie,  aou|;hI  leas  f^'midahle  ad- 
vsrsariea,  anda^ain.  by  aonic  ehow  of  valour,  revived 
ihaainking  hopes  of  hia  fullowcra,  ThclwochiMrcn 
of  ihe  oak.  who  had  eovered  this  muvcmrni,  shared 
the  fats  or  their  hr^Thrcn ;  for  Ihc  cry  of  lite  Clnii 
Chatlan  Chief  had  drawn  to  that  part  of  ihe  Grid 
sotna  of  hia  bruveat  warrinra.  I'lw  sons  of  Toniul 
did  not  fall  uneven  lied,  but  left  dreadflilniarke  oTtnar 
awordi  on  the  reraons  of  iho  dead  nnJ  liviiiB.  Bin 
thencccssitv  of  keeping  thdrinoal  HiitinsuiahGil  sol- 
diers around  tha  peranii  of  iheir  f^hicf  told  to  dirad- 
Ttnrafn  on  the  oeneral  evcnl  of  the  combai  i  nnii  so 
6  w  were  now  the  number  who  remained  fixhiin)!. 
e  ihnl  the  Clan  Chattnn  had 


■irfj— if  Ihey  go  back  unbarmtd.  tie 
Tiiiun.-  U-)  1  ~ui'i[  IS  cast  away.  Remember  yev 
promise  to  the  council,  ihnt  you  would  not  cry  hold." 

"  Vou  compel  me  to  s  Kreai  crime  Albany,  hcihls 
a  King,  who  ahould  protect  his  aubjecia,  and  as  ■ 
ChriHIian  man.  whorcapeclBlhe  brother  of  hia  bith." 

"  You  judge  wrong,  my  lord,"  aaid  the  Duk*i 
"these  are noi  loving aubjecI^  hut diaobedieDlrtWi, 
as  my  lord  of  Crswlord  can  bear  wlineaaj  and  ibq 
are  aiill  less  Chriaiinn  men,  for  ihePrior of  t;ielW- 
mcans  will  vouch  for  me,  thai  they  are  more  ihio 


IK  Biehed  deeply.  "You  must  worii  joit 
nd  arc  too  wiae  for  me  lo  conlend  niib.  I 
jrn   away,  and    sbul  my  aves  from  \h 

_,     1  sounds  of  s  carnage  which  maliet  mi 

let    sicken.    Bui  well  I  know  that  God  will  puniifa  n 
itncssing  this  waste  of  hi- '■'-  " 


[»,"  said  Albany;  "Ihcir  iraimit 
ally  lo " 

18  his  young  CI... 
trie  witchcraft  In 


While  t'liia  waa'paaaina,  l^rquil 
hia  young  r|--  ' 

Be  of  Rood  ihcpr— _.  _ 

fcnr  or  scratch,  wem  or  wound.   Be 
^^  "How  can  1  be  of   good   cheer, 

my  feet  l-Jied  all  for  me,  who  couh 
the  least  of  Iheir  kindness !',' 

"And  for  what  were  they  born,  aave  to  di»  fn 
their  Chief  1"   said   Torqiiil,  composedly.     "Wij 

vidinH  ii  hii  the  markl  Ch«r  up  yri— Here  us 
Tomtot  and  1  but  little  hurt,  while  ihe  wildcatrdnt 
ihernpclrcs  through  ihe  plain  aa  if  the*  wns  bi! 
ihmliled  by  the  telriera— Vet  one  brave  tiani  ind 
■■-  ■■-  ■■-"  •--  -  -   'n,  ihoueh  il  may  will  be 


'    aaid  Eii^ 
by  one  died  si 


the  day  ehall  be  y 

llial  ymi  alone  iem_... , 

eatherinjt !" 

'^'-  - c-n  both  sides  blew  iheir  chaise  and 

iB  aiFiiin  mingled  in  battle,  not  inded 
n^Ih,  but  with  unabeitd  ian- 
joined  by  those  whose  diilf  il 


The  pipe 
'ic  cunibt 
hh  the 


laioKl,  of  whom  there  wt,„„,„  „.  ...^  ..,.k^,  o 

Hjor-gmni,  indudintt  Torqiiil  hiniseir. 

Tney  fouchl  and  f  In'snlw  on,  however,  and  aa  their 
■tmnitih  ileeayed,  ihairfiit;  seemed  loiticrease.  Hen- 
ry Wynri,  now  woundirl  in  matiy  nlaec.',  was  >illl  bent 
on  Meakinit  throogh,  or  ncierinmntinp,  ihc  band  of 
bold  brarlB  who  eonlinneil  to  flght  aroimd  ihe  object 
orhiaanimasity,  Bntaiillthcfathrr'aahuulH  "  An- 
otbo-  Ibr  [leeior  I"  was  cheerlkill]:  aniwemd  by  the 
ftui  countcmgn, "  Deaih  for  Hectnr !"  and  ihough 
tha  Cltii  Quhele  were  n  iw  ontnumbertd,  ihe  coinbai 
Memed  (till  dubioua.  Il  vma  bodily  lassitude  alone 
(hal  again  compelled  them  lo  another  pnii°o. 

The  Clan  Chaiian  werellien  observed  In  bo  twelve 
in  number,  but  two  or  three  were  scarce  able  to  si  a  nil 
without  leaning  on  their  ewordf.    Five  were  left  of 
the  Clan  Quhele;  Tormiiland  biayounRest  son  witc  ' 
of  ihenuinber,  both  sliRhllj  wounded.    Finchin  alone ! 
ntd.  hntn  llie  vizilancc  nsed  to  intercept  all  blow*  '  — .. 
l«*all«d  agiuiBt  Ilia  persou,  eacaned  wiiUout  injuty.  i  nicl 
^ba  tptK  of  lioih  pariKS  had  annk,  through  cxfaaua-   — 
Inn,  tnio  aullan  dMperaiion.    T1<ey  walked  aiaicawr- 
IM  u  if  in  Iheir  alecn,  ihrooph  the  earcnsses  of 'the 
alaui,aild|iax«laR  them,  naif  again  to  animate  their 
Balnid  tawBTUa  their  auivivins  enemies,  by  viewing 


"They  »( 
i<clv<4  unable  to  do  so.     T^i 


„„.     oldchsmrit" 

who  bor?thestsndB^ll^  haderaduallyadvancedlTei 
Ihecxlrcmilyof  the  lists,  and  now  nmirbichid clM 


:1o>ed  a 


Ivrtd  w 


aBflfi^Bi^  vuniiici  ornwjns  lo^tner  to  re 
tenninaliaiifkudon  th«  bdnknW  the  rivei 
least  slippery  with  blood,  and  less  enni 
the  uoajss  or  ihe  slain. 

"For  God'aaake— for  thesaheoflhe 
we  daily  pray  for,"  saiil  the  kind-licnriej  oia  ikinf.  to 
ibe  DnIic  of  Albany,  "lei  this  be  ended!  U'liercfore 
ihould  ihcsewreichcdragiandreniniinifoflii'iiiani 
ly  be  auBcred  lo  complete  Iheir  buteht'ry?— Surely 
they  will  now  hi  ruled,  nnd  ai^cept  of  ptlcu  on  uioilt!- 
raip  terms  1" 
,,    Compose  yourself,  my  liege,"  anid  hir-  Ut^t'iet. 

Thass  UMD  are  the  peat  of  the  Lowlands.    i:oiti 


Hirt.' ihey  fill  lugellietmio  il-.^'l'.  :r  ^  i  '  I'i 
drowned  after  ihe  romhai.  cinfelv  locked  in  ad 
omer's  arms.  The  fury  of  bottle,  ihe  freoiv  of  Ml 
and  dePi'nir,  mfecled  neit  the  ininairels.  ThaWt 
pirer«,  who.  dunng  the  conflici,  hod  done  ihorit 
most  lo  keep  up  theepiritaof  thiTrhreihren,  niiwiW 
the  dispute  well-nigh  wrminnted  (iir  -t.'  "f 'npi'H 
lupnort  it.    They  threw  iovn    ihi  >    ■■  ■  "f. 

.-iiaheJ  desperately  upon  each  other  villi  ih-ir  W* 
gera,  nnd  each  being  more  inient  on  dcBpBu;hiii|M 
DT'iuincnl  than  in  defending  him  f^lf,  ihe  prcrolum 
Quhele  was  almoel  ioaiantly  slain,  and  he  ef  Cla 
Chilian  mortalljr  wounded.  The  laet,  nevenW* 
Bgaiti  pnfpcd  hiB  inxnimcnt,  and  iheiiibrocboiui 
elan  iTi  poured  iiae^piiiagnoinover  the  Clan Ca* 


whiETil 


part  of  It  called  the  rfaatilrr,  ia  preserrcd  in  ibi  Anlf 
of  a  Highland  Chiefto  this  day.  and  is  nnirhhan» 
ril  under  the  name  of  ihe  riHtran  Dhu,  or  Bit 
Chanter.* 
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Meanwhile,  in  (he  final  charge,  young  Tonnot,  de- 
voted, like  his  brethren,  by  his  father  Torquil  to 'the 
protection  of  his  Chief,  had  been  mortally  wounded 
by  the  unsparing  sword  of  the  Smith.  The  other 
two  remaining  of  the  Clan  Quhele  had  also  faltlen, 
and  Torquil,  with  his  foster  son,  and  the  woundecl 
Tormot.  forced  to  retreat  before  eight  or  ten  of  the 
Clan  Chattan,  made  a  stand  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  while  their  enemies  were  making  such  exertions 
as  their  wounds  would  permit  to  come  up  with  them. 
Torquil  had  just  reached  the  spot  where  he  had  re- 
solved to  make  the  stand,  when  the  youth  Tormot 
dropped  and  expired.  His  death  drew  from  his 
father  the  first  and  onlv  sigh  which  he  had  breathed 
throughout  the  eventful  day. 

"  My  son  Tormot  I"  he  said,  "  my  younarest  and 
dearest !  But  if  I  save  Hector,  I  save  all.— Now,  my 
darting  Dault.  I  have  done  for  thee  all  that  man  may, 
ezo^tmg  the  last.  Let  me  undo  the  clasps  of  that  ill- 
omened  armour,  and  do  thou  put  on  that  of  Tormot ; 
it  is  light,  and  will  fit  thee  well.  While  you  do  so,  I 
will  rush  on  these  crippled  men,  and  make  what  play 
with  them  I  can.  I  trust  I  shall  have  but  little  to 
do,  for  they  are  following  each  other  like  disabled 
steers.  At  least,  darling  of  my  soul,  if  I  am  unable 
to  save  thee,  I  can  show  thee  how  a  man  should  die." 
While  Torquil  thus  spoka  he  unloosed  the  clasps 
of  the  young  Chiefs  hauberk,  in  the  simple  belief  that 
he  could  thus  break  the  meshes  which  fear  and  ne- 
cromancy had  twined  about  his  heart. 

"  My  father,  my  father,  my  more  than  parent !" 
uad  the  unhappy  Eachin—" Stay  with  me!— with 
yon  by  my  side,  I  feel  I  can  fight  to  the  last." 

"  It  is  impossible,"  said  Torquil.  "  I  will  stop  them 
coming  up,  while  you  put  on  the  hauberk.  God  eter- 
nally bless  thee,  beloved  of  my  soul !" 

And  then,  brandishing  his  sword,  Torquil  of  the 
Oak,  rushed  forward  with  the  same  fatal  war-cry, 
which  had  so  often  sounded  over  that  bloody  fidd, 
JBas  air  ton  Eachin  /—The  words  rung  three  times 
in  a  voice  of  thunder ;  and  each  time  that  he  cried 
his  war-shout,  he  struck  down  one  of  the  Clan  Chat- 
tan,  as  he  met  them  successively  straggling  towards 
him.— "Brave  battle,  hawk— well  flown,  falcon  I" 
exclaimed  the  multitude,  as  they  witnessed  exertions 
which  seemed,  even  at  this  last  hour,  to  threaten  a 
change  of  the  fortunes  of  the  day.  Suddenly  these 
cries  were  hushed  into  silence,  and  succeeded  by  a 
clashing  of  swords  so  dreadful,  as  if  the  whole  con- 
flict had  recommenced  in  the  person  of  Henry  Wynd 
and  Torquil  of  the  Oak.  They  cut,  foined,  hewed, 
and  thrust,  as  if- they  had  drawn  theu-  blades  for  the 
first  time  that  day ;  and  their  inveteracy  was  mutual, 
for  Torauil  recognised  the  foul  wizard,  who,  as  he 
supposed,  had  cast  a  spell  over  his  child ;  and  Henry 
saw  before  him  the  giant,  who,  during  the  whole 
conflict,  had  interrupt^  the  purpose  for  which  alone 
he  had  joined  the  combatants— that  of  engaging  in 
single  combat  with  Hector.  They  fought  with  an 
equality  which,  perhaps,  would  not  nave  existed,  had 
not  Henry,  more  wounded  than  his  antagonist,  oeen 
somewhat  deprived  of  his  usual  agilitv. 

Meanwhile  Eachin,  finding  himself  alone,  after  a 
disoTtlerly  and  vain  attempt  to  put  on  his  foster-bro- 
ther's harness,  became  animated  by  an  emotion  of 
shame  and  despair,  &nd  hurried  forward  to  support 
his  foster-father  in  the  terrible  struggle,  ere  some 
other  of  the  Clan  Chattan  should  come  up.  When 
he  was  within  five  yards,  and  sternly  determined  to 
take  his  share  in  the  death-fight,  his  foster-father  fell, 
cleft  fjrom  the  collar-bone  wellnigh  to  the  heart,  and 
murmuring  with  his  last  breath,  ifas  air  son  Eachin ! 
— The  imK>rtunate  youth  saw  the  fall  of  his  last 
fiiend,  and  at  the  same  moment  beheld  the  deadly 
enemy  who  had  hunted  him  through  the  whole  field, 
standing  within  sword's  point  of  mm,  and  brandish- 
ing the  huge  weapon  which  had  hewed  its  way  to 
his  life  through  so  many  obstacles.  Perhaps  this 
was  enoui;h  to  bring  his  constitutional  timidity  to  its 
highest  pomt ;  or  perhaps  he  recollected  at  the  same 
moment  that  he  was  without  defensive  armour,  and 
that  a  line  of  enemies,  halting  indeed  and  crippled, 
but  eager  for  revenge  and  blood,  were  closely  ap- 
proaching. It  is  ei^ough  to  say,  that  his  heart  sicken- 
3  E 


ed,  his  eyes  darkened,  his  ears  tingled,  his  brain 
turned  giddy— all  other  considerations  were  lost  in 
the  apprehension  of  instant  death ;  and  dravring  one 
ineffectual  blow  at  the  Smith ;  he  avoided  that  which 
was  aimed  at  him  in  return,  by  bounding  backward ; 
and  ere  the  former  could  recover  his  weapon,  Elachin 
had  plunged  into  the  stream  of  the  Tay.  A  roar  of 
contumely  pursued  him  as  be  swam  across  the  river, 
although,  perhaps,  not  a  dozen'  of  those  who  joined 
m  it  would  have  behaved  otherwise  in  the  like  cir- 
cumstances. Henry  looked  after  the  fugitive  in 
silence  and  surprise,  but  could  not  speculate  on  the 
consequences  of  his  flight,  on  account  of  the  faintness  , 
which  seemed  to  overpower  him  as  soon  as  the  ani- 
mation of  the  contest  had  subsided.  He  sat  down 
on  the  grassy  bank,  and  endeavoured  to  stanch  such 
of  his  wounds  as  were  pouring  fastest. 

The  victors  had  the  general  meed  of  gratulation. 
The  Duke  of  Albany  and  others  went  down  to  sur- 
vey the  field ;  and  Henry  Wynd  was  honoured  with 
particular  notice. 

"If  thou  wilt  follow  ma,  good  fellow  "  said  the 
Black  Douglas,  "I  will  change  thy  leathern  apron 
for  a  knighrs  girdle,  and  thy  burgage  tenement  for  a 
hundred-pound-land  to  maintain  thy  rank  withal." 

"  I  thank  you  humbly,  mv  lord '*  said  the  Smith, 
dejectedly,  but  I  have  shea  blood  enough  already  ; 
and  Heaven  has  punished  me,  by  foiling  the  only 
purpose  for  which  I  entered  the  combat." 

"  How,  friend  1"  said  Douglas.  '*  Didst  thou  not 
fight  for  the  Clan  Chattan,  and  have  they  not  gained 
a  glorious  conquest  7" 

_  I  fought  for  my  own  hand,^*  said  the  Smith,  in- 
diflerently ;  and  the  expression  is  still  proverbial  in 
Scotland.* 

The  good  King  Robert  now  came  up  on  an  am- 
bling palfrey,  having  entered  the  barriers  for  the  pur- 
pose of  causingthe  wounded  to  be  looked  after. 

"  My  lord  ofDouglas,"  he  said,  "  you  vex  the  poor 
man  with  temporal  matters,  when  it  seems  he  may 
have  short  time  to  consider  those  that  are  spiritual. 
Has  he  no  friends  here  who  will  bear  him  where  his 
bodily  wounds,  and  the  health  of  his  soul,  may  be 
both  cared  for?" 

"  He  hath  as  many  friends  as  there  are  good  men  in 
Perth,"  said  Sir  Patrick  Cbarteris ;  "  and  I  esteem 
myself  one  of  the  closest" 

A  churl  will  savour  of  churl's  kind"'-said  the 
haughty  DougIa&  turning  his  horse  aside ;  "  the  prof- 
fer of  knighthood  from  the  sword  of  Douglas  haid  re- 
called him  from  death's  door,  had  there  been  a  drop 
of  gentle  blood  in  his  body." 

Disregarding  the  taunt  of  the  mighty  Earl,  the 
Knight  of  Kinfauns  dismounted  to  take  Henry  in  his 
arm&  as  he  now  sunk  back  from  very  faintness. 
But  he  was  prevented  by  Simon  Glover,  who,  with 
other  burgesses  pf  consideration,  had  now  entered 
the  barrace. 

"  Henry,  my  beloved  son  Henry  1"  said  the  old  man. 
"  O,  what  tempted  you  to  this  fatal  afifray  1— Dying- 
speechless  1" 

"  No— not  speechless,"  said  Henry.—"  Catha- 
rine"  

He  could  utter  no  mpre. 

"  Catharine  is  well,  I  trust ;  and  shall  be  thine— 

that  is,  if" 

"  If  she  be  safe,  thou  wonldst  say,  old  man,"  said 
the  Douglas,  who,  though  something  aflront6d  at 
Henry's  rejection  of  his  offer,  was  too  magnanimous 
not  to  interest  himself  in  what  was  passing,-"  She 
is  safe,  if  Douglas's  banner  can  protect  her— safe,  and 
shall  be  rich.  Douglas  can  give  wealth  to  those  who 
value  it  more  than  honour." 

"  For  her  safety,  my  lord,  let  the  heartfelt  thanks 
and  blessings  of  a  father  go  with  the  noble  Douglas. 
For  wealth,  we  are  rich  enough— Gold  cannot  restore 
my  beloved  son." 

,     A  marvel  I"  said  the  EarL— "  a  churl  refuses  nobi- 
lity—a citizen  despises  gold  I 

Under  your  lordship's  favour,"  said  Sir  Patrick, 
"  I,  who  am  knight  and  noble,  take  Ucen^e  to  say, 
that  such  a  brave  man  as  Henry  Wynd  may  reiect 

•  Meaning,  I  did  mich  a  thioff  for  1117  owa  pleanre,  not  Ibr 
your  profit 
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honourable  titlea— such  an  honest  man  aa  this  reve- 
rend citizen  may  dispense  with  gold." 

*'  You  do  well,  Sir  Patrick,  to  speak  for  your  town, 
and  I  take  no  offence,"  said  the  Douglas.  "  I  force 
my  bounty  on  no  one. — But,"  he  added,  in  a  whisper 
to  Albany,  "your  Grace  must  withdraw  the  Kmg 
from  this  oloddy  sight,  for  he  must  know  that  to-night 
which  will  ring  over  broad  Scotland  when  to-morrow 
dawns.  This  feud  is  ended.  Yet  even  /  grieve  that 
so  many  brave  Scottish  men  lie  here  slain,  whose 
brands  might  have  decided  a  pitched  field  in  their 
country's  cause." 

Wiiti  difficulty  King  Robert  was  withdrawn  from 
the  field  ;  the  tears  running  down  his  aged  cheeks 
and  white  beard,  as  he  conjured  all  around  him, 
nobles  and  priests,  that  care  should  be  taken  for 
the  bodies  and  souls  of  the  few  wounded  survivors, 
and  honourable  burial  rendered  to  the  slain.  The 
priests  who  were  present  answered  zealously  for  both 
servicefl^  and  redeemed  their  pledge  faithiully  and 
piously. 

Thus  ended  this  celebrated  conflict  of  the  North 
Inch  of  Perth.  Of  sixty-four  brave  men  (the  min- 
strels and  standard-bearera  included)  who  strode 
manfully  to  the  fatal  field,  seven  alone  survived, 
who  were  conveyed  from  thence  in  litters,  in  a  case 
little  different  from  the  dead  and  dying  around  them, 
and  mingled  with  them  in  the  sad  procession  which 
convcyeu  them  from  the  scene  of  their  strife.  Eachin 
alone  nad  left  it  void  of  wounds,  and  void  of  honour. 

It  remains  but  to  say,  that  not  a  man  of  the  Clan 
Quhele  survived  the  bloody  combat,  except  the  fugi- 
tive Chief ;  and  the  consequence  of  the  defeat  was 
the  dissolution  of  their  confederacy.  The  clans  of 
which  it  consisted  are  now  only  matter  of  conjecture 
to  the  antiquary,  for,  after  this  eventful  contest,  they 
never  assembled  under  the  same  banner.  The  Clan 
Chattan,  on  the  other  hand,  continued  to  increase  and 
flourish ;  and  the  best  families  of  the  Northern  High- 
lands boast  their  descent  from  the  race  of  the  Cat-a- 
Mountain.* 


CHAPTER   XXXV. 

While  the  King  rode  slowly  back  to  the  convent 
which  he  then  occupied,  Albany,  with  a  discomposed 
aK>ect  and  faltering  voice,  askeu  the  Earl  of  Douglas, 
*'  Will  not  jrour  lordship,  who  saw  this  most  me- 
lancholy scene  at  Falkland,  communicate  the  tidings 
to  my  unhappy  brother  V 

"  Not  for  broad  Scotland,"  said  the  Douglas.  "  I 
would  sooner  bare  iny  breast,  within  flight-shot,  as 
a  butt  to  an  hundred  Tynedale  bowmen.  No,  by  St. 
Bride  of  Douglas !  I  could  but  say  I  saw  the  ill-fated 
youth  dead.  How  he  came  by  his  death,  your  Grace 
can  perhaps  better  explain.  Were  it  not  for  the  re- 
bellion of  March,  and  the  English  war,  I  would  speak 
my, own  mind  of  it."  So  saying,  and  making  his 
obeisance  to  the  King,  the  Earl  rodu  off  to  liis  own 
lodgings,  leaving  Albany  to  tell  his  tale  as  he  best 
could. 

*  The  reader  may  be  amiued  with  the  account  of  this  oa- 
slaof  ht  in  Boece,  as  traailnted  by  Bcllendeo. 

"  At  tliia  time,  mekil  of  all  the  north  of  Scotland  wac  Iievely 
trablit  t>e  two  clannia  of  Inmen.  namit  Clankaj-iii  and  Glen- 
quhattanifl ;  invadinc  the  cuntre,  be  thair  weris.  with  iUiaod 
klaachter  and  reif  At  last,  it  was  appointitbetwiz  the  heidis- 
men  of  thir  two  clannis,  be  avise  of  the  Eriia  of  Morray  and 
Crawfurd,  tliat  ixx  of  tlic  prtncii>all  men  of  the  to  clan  tal  cum, 
with  othlr  XXX  of  the  fothir  elan,  arrayit  in  thair  beat  avisc  ; 
and  Mil  convene  afore  the  kinf  at  Perth,  for  decision  of  a!  plei« : 
•od  fiecht  with  actiarp  awerdis  to  the  d«ith.  but  ony  hames ;  and 
that  clan  quhare  the  victory  miccrdlt.  to  have  perpetuall  empire 
above  the  totlur.  Baith  Uiir  clannia.  glai'l  of  iliis  condition, 
eottw  to  the  North  Inche,  beside  PArth,  with  juf  is  ret  in  scat- 
faldia,  to  diaeua  the  rerite.  Ane  of  Uiir  elannis  wantit  ane  man 
to  parfnmis  ttanh  the  nowmcr,  and  waf  it  ane  carll,  fur  money, 
to  debait  thair  actioun,  howb^it  this  man  ptTtciiit  oa  thing  to 
thaim  in  bind  nor  kindnes.  Tliir  two  dannis  stude  arrayit  wiUi 
fiat  hafeTPnt  aganis  othir  ;  and.  be  sound  of  trumpet,  ru»chit  to- 
aidder :  takaod  na  respect  to  thair  woandis,  sa  that  tiiay  mictit 
destroy  thair  enoinws:  and  faucht  in  Uii«  maner  laog.  wiUi 
vnoenane  victorr:  quhen  ane  fel,  ane  othir  was  put  in  his 
rowme.  At  hut,  tlM  Clankayis  war  al  slaoe  exeept  ane,  that 
amam.  throw  the  waiter  of  Tay.  Of  Gleoquhattannts.  was 
left  XI  Peraoniaoo  live ;  bot  th^  war  sa  hurt,  Uiae  Uiay  michi 
noeht  bald  ihair  swerdii  in  thair  liandis.  This  debait  was  fra 
the  ineamauoo,  mcccxcvi  yeirit." 


•^*The  rebellion  and  the  English  warl"  said  the 
Duke  to  himself.— "  Ay,  and  thiue  own  interest, 
haughty  Earl,  which,  imperioiu  as  thou  art,  ihoa 
dasest  not  separate  from  mine.^  Wdl,  siooe  tbe  laik 
falls  on  me,  I  must  and  will  discharge  it" 

He  followed  the  King  into  his  sQartment.  Hk 
King  looked  at  him  with  surprise  after  he  had  as- 
sumed his  usual  seat 

"  Thy  coimtenance  is  ghastly,  ilobin,"  said  die 
King.  "  I  would  thou  wouldst  think  more  deeply 
when  blood  is  to  be  spilled,  since  its  coiuequenoes 
affect  thee  so  powerfully.  And  yet,  Robin,  I  \art 
thoe  the  better  that  thy  Kind  natiira  will  epmr times 
show  itself  even  throuf^  thy  reflecting  policy." 

"  I  would  to  Heaveii.  my  royal  brotno-,"  said  Al- 
bany, with  a  voice  half  choked,  "  that  the  hioody 
field  we  have  seen  were  the  woret  we  had  to  see  or 
hear  of  this  day.  I  should  waste  httle  sorrow  on  the 
wild  kerne  who  lie  piled  on  it  like  cairion.  But"— he 
paused. 

**  How !"  exclaimed  the  King  in  terror,—**  What 
new  evil  ?— Roth  say  ?— It  must  oe— it  is  KotliMur  !— 
Speak  out !— What  new  folly  has  beoi  done?— What 
fresh  mischance?" 

"  My  lord— my  liege— folly  and  mischance  are  now 
ended  with  mv  hapless  neptiew." 

"  He  is  dead !— he  is  dead !"  screamed  the  aywiwd 
parent  "  Albany,  as  thy  brother,  I  conjure  thee- 
But  no — I  am  thy  brother  no  longer  I  As  thy  Kine. 
dark  and  subtle  man,  I  charge  thee  to  tell  the  worst  T 

Albany  fitltered  out,—"  The  details  are  but  imprr- 
fectly  known  to  roe—but  the  certainty  is,  that  ist 
unhappy  nephew  was  found  dead  in  his  apartmcoi 
last  night  from  sudden  illness— as  I  have  beard.*" 

"  a  Rothsay  1-0.  my  beloved  David  !— Would  to 
Grod  1  had  died  for  thee,  my  son— my  sou !" 

So  spoke,  in  the  emphatic  words  of  Scnptnrc,  tbr 
helpless  and  bereft  father,  tearing  his  gray  begird  and 
hoary  hoir,  whUe  Albany,  speechless  and  consdenoc- 
struck,  did  not  venture  to  interrupt  the  tempest  at 
his  grief.  But  the  agony  of  the  King's  sorrow  almost 
instantly  changed  to  fury— a  mood  so  contrary  to  tbe 
gentleness  and  timidity  of  his  nature  that  the  re- 
morse of  Albany  was  drowned  in  his  fear. 

'*  And  this  is  the  end,"  said  the  King,  **  of  thv 
moral  saws  and  reUgious  maxims!- But  the  besotted 
father,  who  gave  the  son  into  thy  hands,  who  gave 
the  innocent  lamb  to  the  butcher,  is  a  King!  aoi 
thou  shalt  know  it  to  thy  cost  Snail  the  uiunieiei 
stand  in  presence  of  his  brother— stained  with  the 
blood  of  that  brother's  son?  No!— What  hoi  widi- 
out  there !— MacLouis !— Brandanes !— Treachay !- 
Murder!— Take  anns,  if  you  love  the  Stewart! 

MacLouis,  with  several  of  the  guards,  rushed  into 
the  apartment. 

."  Murder  and  treason  !"  exclaimed  the  miaenUe 
King.  Brandanes— your  noble  Prince"— here  1h» 
gnef  and  agitation  interrupted  for  a  moment  the  fiusl 
information  it  was  his  object  to  convey.  At  lenath 
he  resuined  his  broken  speech,—"  An  axe  and  a  Mock 
instantly  into  the  court-yard  !—Arresi"— The  wori 
choked  his  utterance. 

"  Arrest  whom,  mv  noble  li^e  ?"  said  MacLow 
who,  observing  the  King  influenced  by  a  tide  of  pas 
sion  so  different  from  the  gentleness  of  his  ordinaiT 
demeanour,  almost  conjectured  that  his  braoi  has 
been  disturbed  by  the  unusual  horrors  of  the  coidbsi 
he  had  witnessed,—"  Whom  shall  I  arrest,  my  lieger 
he  replied.  "  Here  is  none  but  yotir  €rrace's  ro^ 
brother  of  Albany." 

,  "  Mo5)t  true,"  said  the  King,  his  brief  fit  of  Tindic- 
tive  passion  soon  dying  away.  "  Most  tne— nooe 
but  Albauy— none  but  my  parent's  child — none  bvt 
my  brother.  O  God  I  enable  me  to  quell  the  kM 
passion  which  glows  in  this  bosom— Sbnrfa  JUbrit. 
ora  pro  7wbis  f 

MacLouis  cast  a  look  of  wonder  towards  the  Duke 
of  Albany,  who  eo^ieavoured  to  hide  his  confoaos 
under  an  affectation  of  deep  sympathv*  and  muttered 
to  the  officer, — 

"  The  great  misfortune  has  been  loo  much  for  his 
understanding." 

*•  What  misfortime.  plea&e  your  Grace  T* 
MacLouis.    '*  I  have  heard  of  none." 
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"How!— not  heard  of  the  death  of  my  nephew 
Rothaayr* 

"  Tlie  Dake  of  Rothaay  dead,  my  Lord  of  Albany  1" 
eidaimed  the  faithful  Brandane,  with  the  utmost  hor- 
ror and  aatoniahment,— -"  When,  how,  and  where  7" 

"  Two  days  sioce— the  manner  as  yet  unknown— 
at  Falkland." 

Macl^oub  gazed  at  the  Duke  for  an  instant ;  then, 
with  a  kindling  eye  and  determined  look,  said  to  the 
King,  who  aeemea  deeply  engaged  in  his  mental  de- 
votion,—" My  hege !  a  minute  or  two  since  you  left  a 
word— one  word— unspoken.  Let  it  pass  your  lips, 
and  your  pleasure-is  law  to  your  Brandanes  I" 

"iwaa  praying  against  temptation,  MacLouis," 
■aid  the  heart-broken  King,  "and  you  bring  it  to  me. 
Wookl  Tou  arm  a  roadman  with  a  drawn  weapon  1 
—Bat  oh,  Albany !  my  friend,  my  brother,  mv  bosom 
eoonsellor  .'—how— how  camest  thou  by  the  heart  to 
dothisr 

Albany,  seeing  that  the  King's  mood  was  softening* 
nplied  with  more  firmness  than  before,—"  My  castle 
his  no  barrier  against  the  power  of  death — ^I  have  not 
deserved  the  foul  suspicions  which  your  Majestys 
words  imply.  I  pardon  them,  from  the  distraction 
of  a  bereaved  father.  But  I  am  willing  to  swear  by 
cross  and  altar— by  my  share  in  salvation,  by  the 
Boiils  of  our  royal  parents'' 

"Be  silent,  Robert!"  said  the  King;  "add  not 
peijury  to  murder. — And  was  this  all  done  to  gain  a 
step  nearer  to  a  crown  and  sceptre  7  Take  them  to 
diee  at  once,  man ;  and  mayst  thou  feel  as  I  have 
done,  that  they  are  both  of  red  hot  iron!— Oh 
Rothsay,  Roihaay !  thou  hast  at  least  escaped  beiog 
skingi'* 

"My  liege,"  said  MacLouis,  "let  me  remind  you, 
that  tne  crown  and  sceptre  of  Scotland  are,  wnen 

J  oar  Migeaty  ceases  to  bear  them,  the  right  of  Prince 
ames,  who  succeeds  to  his  brother's  rights." 
"True,  MacLouis,"  said  the  King,  eagerly,  "and 
will  succeed,  poor  child,  to  his  brother's  perils  I 
T%anks,  MacLouis,  thanks— You  have  reminded  me 
ihat  I  have  still  work  upon  earth.  Get  thy  Bran- 
danes under  arms  with  what  speed  thou  canst  Let 
no  mai^  go  vritfa  us  whose  truth  is  not  known  to  thee. 
None  in  especial  who  has  trafficked  with  the  Duke  of 
Albany— that  man,  I  mean,  who  calls  himself  my 
brother !— and  order  my  Utter  to  be  instantly  prepa- 
red.  We  will  to  Dunbarton^MacLouis,  or  to  Bute. 
Precipices,  and  tides,  and  my  Brandane' s  hearts,  shall 
defiend  the  child  till  we  can  put  oceans  betwixt  him 
tad  his  cruel  uncled  s  ambition.— Farewell,  Robert  of 
Albany— farewdl  for  ever,  thou  hard-hearted  bloody 
man  2  Enjoy  such  share  of  power  as  the  Douglas 
msy  permit  thee— But  seek  not  to  see  my  frice  again, 
for  less  to  approach  my  remaining  child  I  for,  that 
hoar  thou  dost,  my  guanls  shall  have  orders  to  stab 
thee  down  witn  tnev  partisans !— MacLouis,  look  it 
be  so  directed."  .  , 

The  Duke  of  Albany  left  the  presence  without  at- 
tempting  ikrther  justincation  or  reply. » 

What  folbwed  is  matter  of  history.  In  the  ensuing 
Parliament,  the  Duke  of  Albany  prevailed  on  that 
body  to  declare  him  innocent  of  the  death  of  Rothsay, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  he  showed  his  own  sense 
offfuilt  by  taking  out  a  remission  or  pardon  for  the 
ofiSice.  The  unhappy  and  aged  monarch  secluded 
himself  in  his  Castle  of  Rothsay,  in  Bute,  to  mourn 
over  the  son  he  had  lost,  and  watch  with  fevensh 
amnety  over  the  life  of  him  who  remained.  As  the 
best  step  for  the  youthful  James's  security,  he  sent 
him  to  France  to  receive  his  education  at  the  court  of 
the  reigning  sovereign.  But  the  vessel  m  which  the 
Prince  of  Scotland  sailed,  was  taken  by  an  English 
cruiser,  and  although  there  was  a  truce  for  the  mo- 
ment betwixt  the  kmgdoms,  Henry  IV.  ungenerously 
deuined  him  a  prisoner.  'This  last  blow  con^letely 
broke  the  heart  of  the  unha|q>y^  King  Robert  111. 
Vengeance  followed,  thousfh  with  a  slow  pacft  the 
tieach«y  and  cruelty  of  biabrother.  Robert  of  Alba- 
ny's own  gray  hairs  went,  indeed,  m  P«oe  to  the 


retunad  to  Scotland,  and  Duke  Murdoch  of  Albany, 


with  his  sons,  was  brought  to  the  scaffold,  in  expia- 
tion of  his  father's  guilt  and  his  own.* 


CHAPTER  XXXVL 

The  honest  heart  that'i  fVee  fme  •' 

Intended  fhiud  or  fuile. 
However  Fortune  kick  the  tM', 

Hu  eye  aome  caiue  to  smile.— Burns. 

Wfi  now  return  to  the  Fair  Maid  of  Perth,  who  had 
been  sent  from  the  horrible  scene  at  Falkland,  by 
order  of  the  Douglas,  to  be  olaced  under  the  protection 
ofhisdaughter,  the  now  wiaowed Duchess  ofRothsay. 
That  ladra  temporary  residence  was  a  religious  house 
called  Campsie,  the  ruins  of  which  still  occupy  a  strik- 
ing situation  on  the  Tay.  It  arose  on  the  summit  of  a 
precipitous  rock,  which  descends  on  the  princely  river, 
there  rendered  peculiarly  remarkable  by  the  cataract, 
called  Campsie  Linn,  where  its  waters  rush  tumult- 
uously  over  a  range  of  basaltic  rock,  which  intercepta 
the  current,  like  a  dike  erected  by  human  hands. 
Delighted  with  a  site  so  romantic,  the  monks  of  the 
Abbey  of  Cupar  reared  a  structure  there,  dedicated  to 
an  obscure  Saint,named  Si.Hunnand,and  hither  they 
were  wont  themselves  to  retire  for  picture  of  devo- 
tion. It  had  readily  opened  its  gates  to  admit  the 
noble  lady  who  waa  its  present  inmate,  as  the  country 
was  under  the  influence  of  the  powerful  Lord  Drum- 
mond,  the  ally  of  the  Douglas.  There  the  Eari's  let- 
ters were  presented  to  the  Duchess  by  the  leader  of 
the  escort  which  conducted  Catharine  and  the  ^lee- 
maiden  to  Campsie.  Whatever  reason  she  might 
have  to  complain  of  Rothaay,  his  horrible  and  un- 
expected end  greatly  shocked  the  noble  lady,  and  she 
spent  the  greater  part  of  the  night  in  indulging  her 
grie^  and  in  devoaonal  exercises. 

On  the  next  morning,  which  was  that  of  the 
memorable  Palm  Sunday,  she  ordered  Catharine 
Glover  and  the  minstrel  into  her  presence.  The  spi- 
rits of  both  the  young  women  had  been  much  sunk 
and  shaken  by  the  dreadfiil  acenes  in  which  they 
had  so  lately  been  engaged  ;   and  the  outward  ap- 

Eearance  of  the  Duchess  Marjory  was,  like  that  of 
er  father,  more  calculated  to  mspire  awe  than  con- 
fidence. She  spoke  with  kindness,  however,  though 
apparently  in  deep  affliction,  and  learned  from  them 
all  which  they  had  to  tell  concerning  the  fate  of  h^ 
erring  and  inconsiderate  husband.  She  appeared 
grateful  for  the  efforts  which  Catharine  and  the  glee- 
maiden  had  made,  at  theur  own  extreme  pcnl,  to  save 
Rothsay  from  his  horrible  fate.  She  uivited  them  to 
join  in  her  devotions ;  and  at  the  hour  of  dinner 
gave  them  her  hand  to  kiss,  and  disinissed  them  to 
their  own  refection,  assuring  both,  and  Cathanne  m 
particular,  of  her  efficient  protection,  which  should 
include,  she  said,  her  father's,  and  be  a  wall  around 
them  both,  ao  long  as  she  herself  hvec^^ 

«  The  deatli  of  the  Duke  of  RoUmv  is  ootaeoompsaied  with 
the  ciraimstuioM  deteUed  by  later  wntert  in  Wyntoun.  The 
Chronicler  of  Lochleren  seys  aimply :— 

•'  A  thooMuid  fburt  haodjrr  jwritmad  tw«, 

All  b«for«  M  J9  h«tl  doM, 

Oar  lord  Um  kiagii  •!<»•*  ■oot. 

8a«M  and  Tertueoi,  foag  •aA  faJr, 

And  hl«  Derut  lAuehfal  afr, 

HooMt.  habU,  and  ■vMUDd, 

Oar  Loid*,  oar  Frynee,  Is  all  plaaaad, 

Caaoaod  into  letteratnr*, 

A  ■•TBjIy  parton*  In jjUtort , 

Sehir  THry  Doka  of  Rotfaaaay, 

or  M*rehe  the  wtnn  and  twenty  day 

y*Hki  hb  Saak  Ul  hia  Craaloora, 

Ria  eorae  til  hallowlt  Sepoltara. 

la  Landoria  hU  Body  Ilea, 

HU  Spirile  intil  Pferadya.'*— B.  is.  chap.  98- 

Tlie  Contlnoator  of  POrdun  is  fhr  mote  partienler.  and  tbonib 
he  does  not  poeitiTely  prooounee  on  the  tuiUof  Albeny,  agrs 
enoath  to  show  that,  when  he  wrote,  the  smpicion  asantt  hiss 
was  uoivefsal :  and  that  Sir  John  Ramoray  was  generallyeoB: 
siderad  as  havini  followed  the  daik  and  doable  eoone  asoribed 
to  him  in  the  norel.  .  ,        ^    .  .    ^      ...^ 

"Anno  Domini  millesimo  quadrinfentesirao  prlmo,  obUt 
colamna  eccletiw  roboatisslma. ra*  •l«in«nt>«Jn5«»™»i«; 
ratj«>.  ac  defensor  catholicsB  Mel.  dominns  Waltenis  Treyl 
episeoptis  a  Andrea;  et  etiam  domina  AoabeUa  raffiim  amid 
Soooam  deeessit,  et  seiNata  est  m  punfeimeljp.  H»  •"»«  *». 
dSTri^ratat,  honoiem  quaai^mgni  exaltabant:  videliopt,  pnn- 
eipes  et  ma^tee  in  disoordiam  eondtatos  ad  eonoordiam  m 


▼ooantes.  idtoaiieDMi  et  extraneos  emffid  Mi«oeptantes«t 
TManS.  ae  mimlfloft  dimissoe  IvnflcantM.,  ^T^i^ 
TivSaliur  tue  dictum  exsUtit,  qnOd  moituis  leffDi  Booti» 


eoQ- 
pro* 


CHRONICLES  OF  THE  CANONGATE, 


Ther  reiirad  from 

PrijiceM,  and  partooL 

aai  lidia,  ill  o^-whom,  amid  iheir 


pre«onee  of  the  widowed 


ifound  gorrow, 

Jch  chilled  Ihe 

lighl  heirl  of  i'  '  Frenchwoman,  and  impoKd  le- 
■iriiinievenonii,  .  ore  wrioui  character  of  CaihErine 
Glover.  The  frieis.*,  for  so  we  may  now  israi  ihem, 
were  fain,  therefore,  to  escape  from  ihe  »ociely  of 
iheae  persona,  all  of  them  born  genllewomeo,  who 
ihouaht  themaelvea  buliU-aSBorted  wiih  a  buriiher'a 
daugnier  and  a  niroIliiiK  glee-maiden,  and  saw  them 
wi[h  pleasure  go  oul  to  walk  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Ihe  convent.  A  little  Rarden.  with  iia  biiahee 
■nd  fniil  ireei,  adTinced  on  one  side  of  the  cunveni, 
>o  a>  to  skin  the  precipice,  from  which  il  was  only 
Hpanted  by  a  purspei  bnill  on  the  ledge  of  Ihe 
rock,  so  low  thai  the  Vft  nii((fat  (udlf  measure  Ihe 


i4M>ai  i^'m  OOMiJiSQilM  tnnn'm 

3«t  iliHiplin  auiltilui.  Hlwii  mriliu  iw 
Blan|lHbfiJ«liu  lllerBFeaalivmdrnlHimBtaniBil 


depth  of  the  crag,  and  ni«  dd  the  cotifliciingmwi 
which  foamed,  ainiKgled,  and  chafed  oier  the  rMf 

The  Pair  Maiden  of  Pertb  and  her  companioa 
..Hiked  slowly  on  ipalh  (hat  ran  within  Ibis  panna. 
looked  II  the  romantic  prospect,  and  judged  whu 


'"'  Do  t 
down  your  S| 


.   .—'a  palh  lightly,  if  we  shaken 

nantles  the  ram^drops  as  they  fall." 
horrors  STB  nolle  be  for(rolt«i,"  answer 

oi'iniiaii;  aAli  hlr  <<«tll.  tia  |ia(u  lei 
■  ;  aad  tWliM  TininM,  isauini 
IIMeK.    At  Tali,  kK«  Habit,  h 


CmnHJitatum.  aU  Dutram  HuvU  Anrirair  iirn:.'      ' 


SSm  uu^i^nSU'  ^'^(™!  "llmilNiiiin-  qui,  at 
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think  how , 

IsavioK  (he  world,  even 

"  You  mean  (he  combat  belwiit  bI 
of  which  the  Douglas'i  equerry  told 
It  were"  eight  for  a  minaltel  lowilnef 
thtiae  womanish  eyes  of  mine — (bsy 
■WDrds  crou  each  other,  withi 


Is  crou  each  other,  withoui  bciDR  dazzled.  But 

look  yonder,    May    Catherine,  look    yonilerl 

That  HyinR  roeiisenger  cenaiijly  brinea  tiews  of  the 


batlte.'' 


lethiakilihould  know  him 


— _ le  hei  think  o£  eome  ^d 

ihouKhia  are  uiRins  hie  speed." 

Aj>  she  spoke,  (he  ranDer  directed  hii  ooune  (o  ibe 
nrdan.  Louiee'a  littls  dojirui  lo  meet  him,  barkinK 
forioualr,  bui  came  beck,  to  cower,  cteqs  and  growl 
briiind  It!  miitieM  t  lor  area  dumb  ammBlB  can  dis- 
doguish  whenmenaredriTsnonbTthefttrioiueaergy 
oftrresiatible  paasian,  and  dread  locroator  encounter 
-''-'"  .    The  fugitive  raahed  '   "      ' 


Kre.'h 


It  (he  I 


eekle 


His  head  was 
IS  rich  acton,  and  ell  hie 
if  they  had  been  lB(ely 


hair  dishevelled 

-itmenta,  looked  ..  _  

drenched  in  water.    Hie  leathern 

and  torn,  and  hia  feet  marked  the  sod  with  blood, 
e  was  wild,  bagftaid,  and  highly  ei- 
" ■-■-  -' — le  ejtpreaaee  It,  much 


s  the  Seoltiah  phiai 


le  advanced,  ap- 

m  won  utiore  him,  «s ' 

..  _.       jrely  pressed  by  the 

hounds.     But  he  etopped  khor(  wh~~  ^~  ' — 

"Conachar,"  said  Ca(harine,  "or  ra(her  Elichin 
HaclHQ-whal  means  all  ihial-Have  the  Clan 
ftuhele  •uB(ained  a  defeat  1" 

"I  hate  borne  such  namea  as  this  maiden  (fivee 
"le,"  aaid  (he  fugi(ir-  -" ' ii....__ 

Vee,  I  »a>  called  < 


's  recolieclion. 


Eachin  when  I  wae  powerflil. 
oam^  and  there  is  no  such  clen  ._  .. 
and  (nou  art  a  fn^sh  maid  to  apeak 
not,  to  one  who  has " 
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f  that  which  is 


Alas  1  unfonunau" 

"  And  why  unfortunate,  Iprayrou'?"  aidaimedthe 
yODth^_J_' It  I  aui  coward  and  vUlainj  have  not  villanf 

"'D"t£To"li 


and  cowardice  command 
I  not  braved  the  water  wiltiout  ils  ctiolun 
trod  the  firm  earth  withoui  ite  opening 
moT  Andaoall  a  mortal  oppose  my  purpose  1" 

"  He  ravee^as !"  aaid  Catharine.  "  Hseta  to  call 
■ome  help.  Ha  will  not  harm  me ;  bu(  I  fear  he  wilt 
do  evil  10  hhnself.  See  how  he  stares  down  on  the 
roariog  waterfall  I" 

The  glee-woman  hastened  to  do  as  she  «'as 
oidetediandConachai'B  hslf-freniieal  spirit  seemed 
ttJievedbyDerabaence.  "Catharine,"  he  said,  "now 
■faeiagODe,  I  will  say  I  know  thee — I  know  thy  love  of 
peace  and  hatred  of  war.  Bdi  hearken— I  have, 
rather  than  strike  a  blow  at  my  enemy,  svoi  op  all 
thai  a  man  calla  deareat— I  have  loat  honour,  fame, 
id  ftienda ;  and  such  friend*  t"  [heplacad  hiahi~ '~ 
■      ■■   '      ■         iduie 


before  faia  flue,) — "  Oh !  their  love  surpaased  ihe  tove 

-      .msn  I  why  should  I  hide  my  (earsl-All  know 

YeiallnHght 


my^ame— all  should  I , 

see,  bu(  who  would  pity  it  T— Ca(harin( 

madman  down  the  atrath,  man  and 

ahameon  me  I— lie  beggar  (o  whom  i  flung  an  eime 
that  1  might  purchase  one  blessing,  threw  it  back  in 
diicnsl,  and  with  a  cures  upon  the  coward  I  Eneh 
bdllhattolled  rung  out,Shame  on  the  recreant  caiiiffl 
tin  brute  beasts  in  their  lowing  end  bleatins— the 
w3d  winda  in  (heir  nulling  and  ho wUng— Ihe  hoarse 
waters  in  their  dash  and  roar,  cried,  Oul  upon  the 
^taidl— The  faithful  nine  ere  still  pureumg  me; 
tbey  ctyvrith  feeble  voice,  'Strikebui  one  blow  in  our 
nvenas,  ws  all  died  (br  ^u  1 '  " 

nWe  lbs  nnbupy  youdi  thue  raved,  a  rustling  waa 
heard  in  the  busIiBs.  "There  is  bui  one  wayl"  be 
(■claimed,  springinR  upon  (he  parapet,  but  wiih  a 
tRrillsd  frfaitee  towania  the  thicket,  ihnnwh  which 


I  called 


his  hands  wildly  o^ 
"BaiaiT  Earhin! 
iheragingiBlaracl 


■r  his  head,  B 
plunged  dowi 


_. ,, „...   ,ave  (histle-dowo 

must  have  been  dashed  to  pieces  in  such  a  fall.  But 
the  river  wee  swelled,  and  ine  remains  of  the  unfaupy 
youth  were  never  soen.  A  varying  tradition  hu 
asfllgned  more  than  one  supplement  to  Ihe  history. 
It  iaeaid  by  one  account,  that  the  young  Captain  of 
Clan  Quheleawam  safe  to  shore,  far  below  tbeLmna 

of ■^--  -ndtlini,  wandeiinidieconeiriatelrinllie 

de  smetwiihPaiherClement,  who 

ha  lo  in  the  wilderness  as  a  hermit, 

on  oldCuldeee.    Heeonverted,itli 

sa  1  snd  penitent  Conachar,  who 

liv  cell,  ihsHng  his  devotion  and 

pn  eTnoved  them  !□  succession. 

udsuppoKB  that  he  WBs  snatch- 
ed i)aiont-SAiE,orrBiry-folk!  and 
th  wander  through  wood  and  wild, 
attijoJ  JjU  nil  uiuu'iii  Hi^lander,  but  carrying  hia 
sword  in  his  left  hnnd.  liie  pbanlom  appears  al- 
ways  in  deep  Brief.  Sometimes  he  eecms  about  to  at- 
tack the  traveller,  but,  when  resisted  with  couraiM 
alwaysliies.  These  legendaare  foundedonlwopecu- 
liar  points  in  hia  sloiY—his  evincing  timidity,  and  hia 
committing  suicide  i  both  of  (hem  circumeiaRcea  al- 
most unexampled  in  the  history  of  a  mounlain  Chis£ 
When  Simon  Olover,  having  seen  his  friend  Henry 
duly  taken  care  of  in  hia  own  house  in  Curfew  Street, 

d  that  evening  at  the  Place  of  Campaie,  he 

..  his  daughter  extremely  ill  of  a  fever,  m  conis- 
quence  of  the  scenes  to  which  she  had  lately  been  a 
.B,  and  narticulariy  the  catastrophe  of  her  late 
ate.  The  affeciion  of  Ihe  glee-maiden  rendered 
attentive  and  careful  a  nurae,  that  the  Olovsr 
should  not  be  his  fault  if  she  ever  touched  lute 
again,  nvc  for  her  own  emusemeni. 

It  was  some  lima  ere  Simon  venmred  to  tell  hi* 
dauflhter  of  Henry's  Iste  exploits,  and  his  seveta 
wound* ;  and  he  took  i:are  to  make  the  moet  of  the 
encourBKing  cireumatance,  thai  her  faithflil  lover  had 
refused  botn  honour  and  wealth,  rather  than  become 
a  profesaed  soMier,  and  follow  the  Douglss.    Catha- 
tine  sighed  deeidy,  and  ahook  her  bead  at  the  history 
of  bloody  Palm  Sunday  on  the  North  Inch.    But  ap- 
parently ^s  had  reflected  (hat  men  rarely  advance  in 
dvilizBUon  or  refinement  beyond  the  ideas  of  tbor 
age,  and  (ha(  a  heedlong  and  exuberant  courage, 
that  of  Henry  Smith,  was,  in  (he  iron  days  m 
:h  they  lived,  preferable  to  the  deficiency  which 
led  to  Conachar'e  caissirophe.    If  she  had  any 

jta  on  the  subject,  ihey  were  removed  in  due  time 

by  Henry's  protestations,  so  soon  as  restored  health 
---'-'ed  him  to  plead  hie  own  cause, 
ahould  blush  to  aay.  CnihBnn&  tli 
it  the  thoughts  of  doing  battle. 

jhowed  carnage  enough  to  glut  a  tiger.    I  am 

Iherefoie  resolved  to  bang  up  my  tiroadaword,  never 
to  he  drawn  more  unleaa  against  the  snemiss  of  Soot- 
land," 


le,"  aaid  the  joyful  Qlover,  "we  will 


ttle.    Yonder  last 


hoards  of  (ho  wretched  Dwi      _  _. 

bequenthed  them  to  me,  but  I  (hink  you  would  not 
mix  hiB  base-blood  money  with  your  boneat  gaina  r' 

"I  would  bring  the  plagusiillo  my  house  assoon, 

said  the  resolute  Glover.  . 

~  iBuree  of  the  wicked  apothecary  were  dialn- 

irdingir  among  the  four  ir ■ 

*-     -  breath  of  au 


ofauapicioneoneer 
ir  hia  daughter. 
ns  msnied  within 
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trip  their  sword-dance  so  featly  as  at  the  wedding  of 
the  boldest  burgess  and  brightest  maiden  in  Perth. 
Tsn  months  alter,  a  gallant  infant  filled  the  well- 
nread  cradle^  and  was  rocked  by  Louise,  to  the  tune 

Bold  and  True, 
In  bonnet  bliM. 

The  names  of  the  boy's  sponsors  are  recorded,  as 
**  Ane  Hie  and  Michty  liOrd,  Archibald  Erl  of  Doug- 


las, ane  Honorabil  and  gude  Knicbt,  Schir  Patrick 
Charteris  of  Kinfauns,  and  ane  Gracious  PriDcsM^ 
Marjory  Dowoire  of  his  Serene  Highness  David,  uib* 

S[uhile  Duke  of  Rothsay."  Under  such  patronage  a 
amily  rises  fast ;  and  several  of  the  most  respected 
houses  in  Scotland,  but  especially  in  Perthshire,  and 
many  individuals,  distinguished  both  in  arts  and 
arms,  record  with  pride  tneir  descent  from  the  Gms 
Chrom  and  the  Fair  Maid  qf  Perth. 


THE  END  OF  THE  FAIR  MAID  OF  PERTH. 


r- 


S 


ANNE  OF  GEIERSTEIN; 


OB,  THB 


MAIDEN  OF  THE  MIST 


What!  will  the  aspiring  blood  of  Lancaster 
Sink  in  the  ground  ? 

Shakspeare. 


INTRODUCTION 


TO 


ANNE  OF   GEIERSTEIN. 


Tkm  dov«I  was  written  at  a  time  when  drouniitanoea  did  not 
ptue  within  my  reach  the  itana  of  a  Uhranr  toleiably  lieh  in  hii- 
Uneai  wochi.  and  especially  the  memoin  of  the  middle  aces, 
tmidit  which  I  had  been  accuatumed  to  piinue  the  compoaitjoa 
of  my  fietjtioiia  nairatives.  In  otiwr  wards,  it  was  chiefly  the 
woii  of  leisure  houis  in  iklinburgh,  not  uf  quiet  morninci  in  the 
eoontiy.  In  oaosequence  of  trusting  to  a  memory,  stioncly  tena- 
doQi  certainly,  but  not  lets  capricious  in  its  effiirts,  I  hare  to  con- 
fai  00  tliis  occasion  more  violations  of  accuracy  in  historical 
dstaih,  than  can  periiaps  be  allefed  against  others  of  my  novels. 
In  truth,  often  as  I  have  been  complimeoted  on  the  strength  of  my 
OMmary,  I  have  through  life  been  entitled  to  adopt  old  Beattie  of 
Meikledale's  answer  to  his  parish  minister  when  eulogizing  him 
with  respect  to  the  same  faculty.  "  No.  doctor."  said  the  honest 
bonkr-laird.  "  I  have  no  command  of  my  memory ;  it  only  retains 
what  happens  to  hit  my  fancy,  and  like  enough,  sir,  if  you 
were  to  pnacfa  U)  me  for  a  couple  of  houn  on  end,  I  might  be 
onfale  at  the  close  of  the  disooune  to  remember  one  word  of  it" 
Pvhaps  there  axe  few  men  whose  memory  serves  them  with 
eqnalfldettty  as  to  many  different  classes  of  subjects;  butlamsony 
to  say,  that  while  mine  has  rarely  failed  me  as  to  any  snatch  of 
verse  or  trait  of  eliamcier  that  had  onoe  interested  my  feney.  it 
hu  generally  been  a  fiail  support,  not  only  as  to  names,  and  dates, 
and  other  minute  technicalities  of  history,  but  as  to  many  more 
iaiportant  things. 

I  hope  this  apology  will  suffice  for  one  mistake  which  has  been 
pointed  out  to  me  by  the  descendant  of  one  of  the  persons  intro- 
duced m  this  story,  and  who  eomplabs  with  reason  that  I  have 
made  a  peasant  deputy  of  the  ancestor  of  a  distinguished  and  no- 
ble femily,  none  of  whom  ever  decliood  fhxn  the  high  rank,  to 
which,  as  &r  as  my  pen  trenched  on  it,  I  now  beg  leave  to  restore 
(hem.  The  name  of  the  peison  who  figures  as  deputy  of  Soleure 
in  these  pages,  was  always,  it  seems,  as  it  is  now,  that  of  a  patri- 
cian house.  I  am  reminded  by  the  same  convspoodent  of  another 
sSp,  probably  of  less  consequence.  The  Emperor  of  the  days  my 
novd  refers  to,  thoo^  the  representative  of  that  Leopold  who  fell 
h  the  great  battle  of  Sempack,  never  set  up  any  pretensions 
against  the  liberties  of  the  gallant  Swiss,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
treated  with  uniform  prudence  and  forbearance  such  of  that  nation 
as  had  established  their  independence,  and  with  wise,  as  weU  as 
generous  kindnen,  others  who  stiU  continued  to  acknowledge 
fealty  to  the  imperial  crown.  Eiron  of  tUs  sort,  however  trivial, 
ought  never,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  pointed  out  to  an  author,  without 
meeting  with  a  candid  and  respectful  acknowledgment 

With  regard  to  a  general  subject  (^  great  curiosity  and  interest, 
in  toe  eyea  at  least  of  all  antiquarian  students,  upon  which  I  have 
touched  at  aome  length  in  this  naimtive,  I  mean  the  Ve/onie  triba- 
nals  of  Westphalia,  a  name  so  awfhl  in  men's  ean  during  many 
eentiaioB.  and  which,  tfaroogfa  the  genius  of  Ooetbe,  has  again 
ben  revived  ill  poUie  ftaey  with  a  fUl  sban  of  its  aiMMDt  tanon, 
3  F 


I  am  bound  to  state  my  opiniao  that  a  whoUy  new  and  moat  ta- 
poitant  liiht  has  been  thrown  upon  this  matter  sinee  Anna  of 
GeieiBtein  fiist  appeared,  by  the  elabtvmte  researches  of  my  in* 
genioos  fiiend,  Mr.  Francis  Palgmve,  whose  proof-theolB,  eon- 
taining  the  psssages  I  attude  to,  have  been  kindly  ferwardod  to 
me,  and  whoae  complete  work  will  be  befen  the  publio  are  ttis 
Introduction  can  pass  through  the  press. 

"  In  Gennany,"  says  this  very  leaned  writer,  "  there  eafated  a 
singular  juristfietiun.  which  claimed  a  direct  dsseertf  fivm  the 
Pagun  poliey  and  myttie  ritual  qf  the  earUut  Tautont, 

"  We  lean  fiom  the  Historians  of  Saxony,  that  the  *  Ftay  Fdd 
gerieht.'  or  Free  Field  Court  of  Cocfaey,  was,  in  Patau  times,  under 
the  supremacy  of  the  Priests  of  the  Eresbuzgh,  the  Temple  wfateh 
contained  the  faninsule,  or  piBar  of  hmin.  After  the  couveaion  of 
the  people,  the  poeseasions  of  (he  temple  vrere  ooofbned  by  Louis 
the  Pious  upon  the  Abbey  which  arose  upon  its  site.  The«ourt 
was  composed  of  sixteen  perMms.  who  held  their  offieea  fer  life. 
The  senior  member  presided  as  the  Gereflt  or  OraiT;  the  junior 
peifecmed  the  humbler  duties  of '  Frohner,'  or  summooer ;  the  re- 
maining fourteen  acted  as  the  Echevins,  and  by  them  all  judgmenta 
were  pronounced  or  declared.  When  anyone  afthese  died,  anew 
member  was  deeted  by  the  Priests,  fiom  amongst  the  twen^-two 
septa  or  fiunlliea  inhabiting  the  Oan  or  district,  and  who  inebded 
all  the  hereditary  occupants  of  the  soil.  Afterwards,  (he  selertioo 
was  made  by  the  Monks,  but  always  with  the  assent  of  the  QrafT 
and  of  the '  Flofaner.' 

"  The  seat  of  judgment,  the  King's  seat,  or  '  Konigs-stuhi.' 
was  always  established  on  the  greensward ;  and  we  colleot  fium 
the  context  that  the  tribunal  was  also  raised  or  appointed  fai  the ' 
coinmon  fields  of  the  Oau,  Ibr  the  purpose  of  deckling  disputea 
ndating  to  the  land  within  its  precinct  Such  a  '  King's  seat'  waa 
a  pkit  sixteen  feet  in  length,  and  sixteen  loot  in  breadth ;  and 
when  the  ground  was  first  ooaseerated,  the  Frcrfiner  dug  a  gmve  in 
the  centre,  into  which  each  of  the  Free  EcheviiH  threw  a  handfiil 
of  ashes,  a  coal,  and  a  tile.  Ifany  doubt  arose  whether  a  plaeeof 
judgment  had  been  duly  hallowed,  the  Judges  sooi^  fer  the 
tokens.  If  they  wen  not  fbund,  then  all  (he  judgmenta  whioh  had 
been  given  became  null  and  void.  It  was  also  c^the  very  essaDoe 
of  the  Court,  that  it  shouU  be  held  beneath  the  sky.  and  by  the 
light  of  the  sun.  All  the  ancient  Teutonic  judicial  asseuAUea  mma 
held  in  the  open  air ;  but  some  relics  of  solar  woiafaip  may  perfaapa 
be  tmeed  in  the  usage  and  in  the  language  of  tUstifeanaL  T%t 
Ibnoas  adopted  by  the  Free  Field  Court  also  betray  a  aingnlar  alll- 
nity  to  the  doetrinea  of  the  British  Barda  respecting  their  Gkmeddan. 
or  Conven(ions,  which  were  '  always  hekl  in  the  open  air.  in  the 
eye  of  the  light,  and  m  the  ftfie  of  the  sun.** 

"When  a  criminal  was  to  be  judged,  era  canse  to  ha  dooidtd*  tht 

*OwMi  Pa^'»  Elsgin  of  LcwsMh  Hsa,  ftsf.,  p.  41    TIm  place  sC 

Umm  BMctlBgi  wms  wt  ^sTt  by  fbntlag  a  eteels  oTsteass  rand  ths 

of  th«  Oorssdd. 
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MOimdtht'KflmirOnrt;' 
mmA  ti- '  Pi«hn«r.'  hfcTJM  Dwidaiaed  rilcaCT.  opwwd  tto  pwceed- 
I  by  racitinff  the  ftOoKinf  riiyiiMi : 

-  Sir  Oraff,  with  pcrmiaiea, 

I  be(  rou  to  Mj, 
AMordloc  to  taw,  aod  without  daUkf , 

If  I,  four  KfM**, 

Wbo  Jndf  lavat  eravt, 
With  roor  S««l  gnot. 
Upon  the  King's  H«l  this  mt  oiay  F^*^ 

**  To  U*  BddraM  tb«  OmffnpiiBd  i 

••  Whn«  the  ma  Mnn  vlth  ovvn  IlfhC 
Upon  MMten  and  Kobtm,  I  tball  doelan 
Tho  law  of  michC,  aeeordinf  to  rifht. 
Plaee  Iha  Kinf'i  Mat  trac  sod  aqaan, 
L«t  avrn  mcamn,  for  Jutie*'  aaka, 
B«  (ivtn  in  aight  at  God  and  me. 
Thai  tha  plalalilT  bit  conipiaiat  maf  maka, 
And  the  dcfeodaat  aaavar.— if  ha  can. 

**  te  ocnftmitT  to  tUt  penoiwiao.  the '  FMlaMr'pluad  tlM  teat 
UwBiddkarUie plot, and  than  he KMke  i»  the 


tboogb  apeedy  end 

ertabUehed  jnriqiradeDee.  ooC  eo 

may  at  fint  ocfat  appear. 

"  Wottphalia.  aooonhng  to  to 
into  diitiiete  called 
conteinfrf  one.  aod  aonetBMi  aany 


FraygraAcheftan.'  each  of  iriieh  aweiy 
uvnetkiMa  maoT.  TfllBiic  "ntanab.  ^Am^ 


hrifci 

low! 


header 


"  Sir  Oraff,  Master  brav*, 
I  renind  yon  of  your  hoooor,  ban. 
And  norcevar  that  I  am  your  Knava ; 
Tall  me,  therafore,  for  law  aincen. 
If  iheaa  mete-waods  arc  even  and  rare, 
fit  for  the  rich  and  Ht  for  tha  poor, 
Bothle  waaawe  land  and  coniiiioB ; 
3W1  ma  aa  yon  woaU  wehav  perdilioD. 

Attd  ao  ^waking,  he  laid  the  mete-wand  on  the  graand.  The 
Qtaif  then  began  to  txy  the  meaenre,  by  i^adng  im  li^t  fnt 
againac  the  waad.  and  be  wai  fi>Dowed  by  the  other  Flee  Echerine 

in  lank  and  oeder,  aooonlinff  to  aemority.  The  length  of  the  mete- 
waild  being  tfana  proved,  the  TVcrfuier  epake  fcr  the  tlM  time  r 

•*  Sir  Graff,  I  aak  by  parmiaaioa. 
If  I,  with  yoor  m«le<wao(l  may  aaata 
Openly,  and  without  diapleaaare, 
Hera  tha  king's  baa  Jodgmant  aaat 

"AadtfaaOrairrapltedt 

•' I  parmh  right. 

And  1  fortiid  wrong, 

Under  tha  pains  and  peoalflaa 

nal  to  the  old  known  lawa  bdoag- 

"  How  wae  the  time  of  meaaodng  the  myatae  plot ;  it  wae  mea- 
I  by  the  meie-waod  alone  and  athwart,  and  whan  the  diman> 
warn  tmnd  to  be  trae,  the  Graff  plaeed  UmaelTin  the  aeat  of 
lodgment,  and  gaw  te  efaarge  to  the  amemhiad  Free  Befaevine, 
I  to  praoonnee  jodgmant,  aeeoidinff  to  ilghc  and  joe- 


••  On  thia  day,  with 

Aod  nnder  1b»  clear  flrmamaat, 

A  6«a  Seld  eoart  b  eatabliahad  hara, 

In  the  open  eye  of  day  ; 

Enter  Mberlj,  ye  who  may 
11m  Beat  in  its  place  is  pifht, 
TIm  meta-waod  is  fonod  to  be  right  * 
Oeelara  yonr  )ndf  menu  without  delay  i 
And  let  the  doom  be  traly  givan, 

Whilst  yet  the  Sun  ehinea  bright  in  haaven. 

* 

**  Jodgmeat  waa  given  by  the  Flee  Eehevina  aeeordlnfc  to  pto- 
idHyorvoieea." 

ibaervinff  that  the  anther  of  Anne  of  Oeieratein  bed,  by 
he  eafla  a  "  Tciy  ezensable  poetieal  Veenae."  tnneftrred 

oftbeae  jo^dal  rlaymea  ihm  the  Free  FMdCuiirtor 

the  Abbey  of  Coriiey.  to  the  Free  Vefamie  Tribunala  of  Westphalia. 
Me.  Pelgravo  proceeda  to  eoneci  naany  rulgar  eiron,  in  wUch  die 
he  icmarfca  on  no  dooiit  had  ahued,  with  leapect  to  the  ae- 
yMietitimon  of  thoee  last  named  eonrts.  "  Hie  piutoceh 
of  thair  proeeadinga,"  he  aaya.  "  do  not  ahogelfaer  realin  the 
popaler  idea  of  their  tenon  and  tyranny."  It  may  be  allowed  to 
me  to  qaeatioo  wlnther  the  men  pretoeolaof  each  tiftemab  are 
4iiio  anoa^  to  amml  an  the  import  of  traditioa  raepeetinff  them : 
hot  in  the  IbOowiiwdMaih  than  ia  no  doubt  mneh  that  wflU  inilraet 

"  Tha  Coort,"  aaya  Mr.  Palgmv*.  "  was  MM  with  knmm  and 
aotetfooi  piUfasity  beoaath  tha  *aya  ef  light  ;*  aod  the  I 


H"~**'*«*  warn  aocorat^  defined.    Tha  ngfai  oftha 
or  LonLwaaofafendal  natnrB,aiJU  coold  be 
oidiaaiy  modeaofalienatian :  aod  if  the  Lord  did  not 
in  Im  own  pcnon.  he  nominated  a '  Freigraff*  to 
inhiaatead    The  Court  itadfwasoampoBBd  of" 
Scabini.  orEchevto.  nononated  by  the  Giaff.  and  who 
ded  into  two  chueee:  the  onlinaiy,  and  the  *Wi 
'  Witan.'  who  were  admittad  under  a  stxiet  and 

"  The  initiatioo  of  tfaeaa,  the  peitidpatom  m  aO  the 
of  the  tfimnal,  oould  only  take  place  npoa  the  '  red  earth, 
withn  the  Kmite  of  the  ancient  Dvhy  efWeaUifaalia, 
ed  and  ungirt.  the  candidate  is  coodueted  betee  the  <heod 
He  B  intaragated  aa  to  bis  qpialiScatioaa.  or  rather  ae  to  the 
ufanydiaqaalifiaiitiao.  Hemu«tbei>eebom.aTent<m.endrtaaTrf 
any  accoaatioo  cognizable  by  the  tribunal  of  wfaiefa  ha  ia  to  beeoma 
a  mei^ier.— If  the  MMwen  are  aatii&ctury.  he  then  takeeihe  oelk. 
BwearingbythB  Holy  Law,  that  he  will  euiceal  the  eeoalaer  the 
Holy  Vetene  fram  wi6  and  cfaild-'fiom  firfher  and 
eistor  and  brother— from  fire  and  watcr-£ 
which  the  aun  ahines,  or  upon  which  the  tain 
beiqg  between  earth  and  heaven. 

"  Another  cfauiae  relatoa  to  bii  active  dntiea.  He  flu^er 
that  he  win  '  aay  forth' to  the  trffamal  an  Crimea  or  oAcnn 
&n  beneath  the  aecret  ben  of  the  Emperor,  wbieh  he  know*  to  ba 
Uoe,  or  which  he  }m»  heard  ftom  trastvrorthy  report ;  and  that  b 
win  not  fntear  to  do  lo.  lor  !ove  nor  Ibr  loathmg.  for  gold  nor  ir 
eilver  nor  pcectoua  atonee—Thie oalb being impoaed  npon kB.*i 
new  FreiBchoiiff  was  then  intnnted  with  the  aooela  of  the  Tah- 
mic  tribunal  He  reoeivea  the  paae-wwd.  by  which  he  waa  le 
know  Im  (eflovri.  and  the  grip  or  sign  by  wbich  they 
each  other  in  silence ;  and  he  waa  warned  of  tha  loorUe 
meat  awaiting  the  peQured  brother.-lf  he  diadoeea  tha  I 
the  Court,  he  is  to  expect  that  be  win  be  suddenly 
ministen  of  veiveance.  Hia  eyee  are  bound,  ha  ia  eaat 
die  aoil.  bM  tongae  is  torn  out  throni^  the  back  of  bail 
n  then  tobebenged  eerea  times  higher  than  any  other 
And  whether  reatiained  by  the  fear  of  punehnwut.  or  by  tta 
Btnoger  ties  of  mystery,  no  instance  was  ever  known  of  any  wo- 
httion  of  the  eecrets  of  (he  trfliunal. 

"Thos  connected  by  an  invisible  bond,  the 
*  Holy  Vefame'  became  extremely  numcnms.    In  the 
centmy.  the  league  ooniimed  upwards  of  one 
memben.    Penooi  of  every  rank  eongfat  to  he 
powerfid  community,  and  to  participate  hi  the  iwiMMMiiriM  wk  a 
the  brethren  poaaeaeed.    Princes  were  eager  to  aUow  theiii 
tea  to  become  the  membera  of  this  mysterioaa  ani  holy 
and  the  dtiea  of  the  Empire  were  eqoeny 
magiatratea  in  the  Vehmic  onian. 

**T1ie  aopremegovcnmient  of  the  Vehmic 
hi  the  great  or  general  Chapter,  compoeed  of  tfaa 
aU  the  other  faiitiated  membets.  faigh  and  low. 
the  Emperor  mi^  preaide  in  permn.  bnt 
poty.  the  Stadtfaolder  of  the  ancient  Dndiy 
office  which,  after  the  ftU  of  Henry  the  Uon.  Dnkaef 
wick,  waa  annexed  to  the  Arehbiahopik  of  Colosne 

"  Before  the  general  Chapter.  aU  the  membera 
count  for  their  acta.   And  it  appean  that  the  ' 
the  proceedings  vHacb  had  taken  plaee  vridrin their; 
the  coutse  of  the  year.    Unvrorthy  memben 
eiutained  a  severer  puniihmeot    Statntee,  or 
they  were  called,  were  here  enacted  for  the  lefidatiaB  of  te 
Courts,  and  the  amendment  of  any  wbaam ;  and 
seen  cases,  Ibr  which  the  existing  laws  did  not  psnvidfe  a 
received  their  determioation  in  the  Tefamic  Pkiianicnt. 

"  As  the  Eehevins  were  of  two  classes,  unimtiated  and  j 
so  the  Vehmic  Courts  had  also  a  twofold  rhnractae ; 
bare  Din^  ^iras  an  Open  Court  or  FoBbnoot ;  but  tha 
Aeht'  vraa^the  for-ibmed  Secret  TribonaL 
*' The  Mt  was  hsid  tkrae  times  hi  eaeh 
anetant  TauloBie  naaga,  it  nanaUyaaaem 
ly  eaUad '  Dingatag.' or  eont-day.  aa  wan  aa '  I 
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tardsF.  the  first  opan  grii«ildnff  day  after  Uie  two  great  wMklr 
ftaiivab  of  Son-day  and  Bfooa-dar  Here  all  tbe  houaeboldm 
of  the  dirtriet,  whether  fiee  or  bond,  attended  at  auiton.  .  The 
'  Ofleobare  Dint*  exercuod  s  chrfl  juimlictioa :  and  in  this  Folk- 
noot  appeared  anjeoaplainantor  appellant  who  aoughl  to  obtain 
the  aid  of  the  Vefamic  tribunal,  in  thoee  coMi  when  it  did  not  pa- 
eew  that  munmary  jumdiction  fiom  which  it  hai  obtained  euch 
ftarfiil  oefebnty.  Hem  ako  tbe  suitore  of  tbe  dntrict  made  pre- 
eentments  or  '  wrofe,'  as  they  are  tanned,  of  any  oflEenea  eom- 
mitted  wi*bin  their  knowledge,  and  which  were  to  be  punished  by 
the  GrefTand  Echerins. 

**The  eiiminal  juriidietion  of  the  Vehmic  Tribunal  tcxdc  the 
wideet  range.  The  '  Vehme'  eould  pimiih  mere  slander  and  oon- 
tmnely.  Any  violation  of  the  Ten  Commandments  was  to  be 
restrained  by  the  Echerins.  Secret  crimes,  not  to  be  prored  by 
the  ordinary  testimony  of  witnesses,  such  as  magic,  witchcraft, 
and  poiaoo,  were  particularly  to  be  restrained  by  the  Vehmic 
Judges ;  and  they  sometimes  designated  their  jurisdiction  as  com- 
prehending oTery  offence  against  the  honour  of  man  or  the  pre- 
«apla  of  religion.  Such  a  definition,  if  definition  it  can  be  ealled. 
evidently  aUowed  them  to  bring  every  action  of  which  an  individual 
might  oomplain,  within  the  scope  of  their  tribunals.  Thofimible 
onrpatioo  of  huid  became  an  offence  aganist  the 'Vehme.'  And 
if  the  property  of  an  humble  individual  was  occupied  by  the  proud 
Bviliere  of  the  Hanae.  the  power  of  the  Defendants  might  aflbrd 
a  reaaooaUe  excuse  for  the  interferenee  of  the  Vehmie  power. 

"  Hie  Eehevins,  as  Conservatora  of  the  Ban  of  the  Rmpire.were 
boond  to  make  constant  dreuits  within  their  districti,  by  night  and 
by  day.  If  they  could  apprehend  a  thief,  a  munlerer,  nr  the  per 
paCmtor  of  any  other  heinous  crime,  in  possession  of  the  '  mai- 
noor,'  or  in  the  very  act— orlr  his  own  mouth  oonfesRcd  the  deed, 
they  himir  him  upon  tbe  next  tree.  But  to  render  this  execution 
legal,  the  iblk>wing  requintes  were  necenary :  ftesh  suit,  or  the 
apprebenaioa  and  exeeaUon  of  the  ofibnder  before  daybreak  or 
nigfat&ll  r-<he  vis3)le  evidence  of  the  crime ;— and  hstly,  that  three 
Eehevios,  at  least,  should  seiie  the  oflfonder,  testify  against  him, 
and  judge  of  the  recent  deed. 

"  If,  without  any  certain  aoeuser,  and  without  the  indiciUioo  c€ 
crime,  an  indrndual  was  strongly  and  vehemently  suspected ;  or 
when  tho  nature  of  the  oflbnee*was  such  as  that  its  proof  could 
only  rest  upon  opinkm  and  presumption,  the  oflbnder  then  became 
aafapect  to  what  the  German  jurists  lenn  the  inquisitoria]  proceed- 
fag ;  it  became  tbe  duty  of  the  Echevin  to  denounce  the  '  Leu- 
onnd.*  or  manifeet  evil  fiune,  to  the  secret  tribunal.    If  the  Eche- 
vina  and  the  Freygraff  were  satisfied  with  the  presentment,  either 
flan  their  own  knowledge,  or  fiom  the  informatioo  of  their  com- 
pear, tbe  ofltader  was  said  to  be  '  verflmbt ;'— bis  life  was  forfeit- 
ad  ;  and  wherever  he  was  found  by  the  brethren  of  the  tribunal, 
they  executed  him  without  the  slightest  delay  or  merey.    Anoflfen- 
dor  who  hod  escaped  fiom  the  Eehevins  was  liaUe  to  the  same 
pnniihment ;  and  such  abu  was  the  doom  of  the  party,  who,  after 
having  been  summoned  pomiant  to  an  aopeal  preforred.  in  open 
made  defiudt  In  appearing.    But  one  of  the  '  Wissenden* 
in  no  reepect  liahle  to  the  mimmary  process,  or  to  the  inquisi- 
tmjal  proceeding,  unices  he  had  revealed  the  secrets  of  the  Court 
Be  was  peasumed  to  be  a  true  man ;  and  if  accused  upon  vehe. 
neat  saapidon,  or '  Leomund,'  the  same  presumption  or  evil  repute, 
wWeb  waa  &tal  to  the  uninitiated,  might  be  entirely  rebutted  by 
fha  cuuipuigatory  oath  of  the  ftee  Echevin.    If  a  party,  accused 
ojr  appeal,  did  not  shun  investigation,  he  appeared  in  tho  open 
eomt.  and  daftnded  himself  according  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  law- 
If  he  aboeonded.  or  if  the  evidence  or  presumptions  were  against 
Jin.  die  accooation  then  came  before  the  Judges  of  the  Secret 
Coojt,  who  pronounced  the  doom.    The  accusatorial  process,  as 
II  was  tarmad,  was  also,  in  many  cases,  brought  in  the  fint  in- 
stance belbre  ibm '  Heimllche  Acht'    Proceeding  upon  the  exami- 
oation  of  wltnesaes.  it  poesoMed  no  peculiar  character,  and  its 
fotmswerethaaeof  the  ordinary  eoorta  of  justice.    It  was  only  in 
this  naaaer  that  one  of  the  '  Wissenden'  ur  Witan  could  be  tried  i 
and  the  privilege  of  being  exempted  fiom  tho  summary  procees.  or 
flam  the  effocts  of  the  *  Lenmund,'  appean  to  have  been  one  of 
tbe  reasons  which  induced  so  many  of  those  who  did  not  tread  the 
'red  earth'  to  seek  to  be  included  in  the  V<4miie  bond. 

*'  niere  vras  no  mystery  in  the  assembly  of  tbe  Heiraliehe  Acht 
Uador  the  oak,  or  under  the  Kme-trse,  the  Jodgee  assembled,  in 
broad  daylight,  and  before  the  eye  of  heaven ;  but  the  tribunal  de- 
liwd  its  Baxne  fiom  the  precautions  which  were  taken,  fur  the 


pvopose  of  proventiag  any  disotasiiia  of  its  pneaodings  wUeh 

might  enable  the  offeoder  to  eaeape  the  vangaaaee  of  the  ▼ehna. 
Henee.  the  foaifiil  oath  of  aaoveey  which  boond  the  Edwvkii. 
And  if  any  Btmagarsraa  found  present  in  tte  Court,  the  unfaioky 
intruder  instantly  Arfoited  his  Ufeaaapuniahmeat  Ibr  his  temerity. 
If  the  presentmant  or  dsmnciatioa  did  ofaanee  to  become  known 
to  the  oflander,  the  law  allowed  him  a  right  of  appeaL  Bat  tbe 
permissioo  was  of  vary  fittle  utility,  it  was  a  profitless  buoo,  for 
the  Vehmic  Judges  always  laboured  to  eonoeal  the  judgment  fivai 
the  hapless  c&ninal,  who  seMom  vras  aware  of  h»  sentenoe  until 
his  neck  was  eodreled  by  tbe  halter. 

"  Charlemagne,  occoiding  to  the  traditions  of  Wosfphalia,  wm 
the  founder  of  the  Vehmic  tribunal ;  and  it  was  suivosed  that  he 
instituted  the  Court  ibr  the  puipose  of  eoerdog  the  Saxooa.  ever 
ready  to  relapse  into  the  idoiatiy  fiom  wUch  they  had  bean  la- 
claimed,  notbypeisaaskm,butbyth6sword.  Tlas  opinion,  how 
ever,  is  nut  confirmed  either  by  docomeotary  evidence  or  by  eon- 
temporaiy  hiitoriaaa  And  if  we  examine  the  proeeedinfi  of  the 
Vehmic  tribunal,  we  shall  see  that,  in  principle,  it  difien  in  no  as- 
smtial  character  fiom  the  summary  jurisdiction  f^xwriswd  in  the 
townships  and  hundreds  of  AnglonSaxoo  England.  Amongst  m, 
tho  tUef  or  the  robber  was  equally  liable  to  summary  punislBieiit, 
if  apprehended  by  the  men  of  the  township ;  and  the  same  rales 
disffialified  them  fiom  prooeeding  to  summary  exacntioo. 
English  outlaw  was  exactly  in  tbe  situation  of  him  who  had 
pedfiomthe  handsofthe  Eehevins.  or  who  had  fided  to  .. 
before  the  Vehmic  Court ;  he  #as  condemned  unbeanl.  nor  was  he 
confiooted  with  his  aoeueecs.  The  inquisitorial  proceedings,  as 
they  are  termed  by  the  Oennan  jurists,  are  identical  with  our  an- 
cient presentments.  Presumptions  are  substituted  ibr  proofii,  end 
general  opinion  holds  the  place  of  a  responsible  acciuer.  He  who 
was  untrae  to  all  the  people  in  the  Saxon  age,  or  liable  to  ti» 
malecredenoe  of  the  inquest  at  a  subsequent  period,  was  scarcely 
more  fortunate  than  he  who  was  branded  as  '  Leumund'  by  Uw 
Vehmic  law. 

"  In  coses  of  oped  delict  and  of  outlawry,  there  was  substan- 
tially  no  diflference  whatever  between  the  English  and  the  Vehmic 
proceedings.  But  in  the  hiquisitorial  process,  the  delinquent  wos  ol- 
towed,  accardmg  to  our  older  code,  lo  run  the  risk  of  the  ordeaL 
He  was  accused  by  or  belbre  the  Hundred,  or  the  Thanes  of  die  Wa- 
pentake;  and  his  own  oath  cleared  him,  if  a  trae  man ;  but  he  *  bore 
the  iron'  if  unaMe  to  avaO  Umself  of  the  credit  derived  flfom  a 
good  and  ftir  reputation.  The  same  course  may  have  been  ori' 
ginally  adopted  in  Westphalia ;  for  the '  Wissend,'  when  accused, 
could  exculpate  himself  by  bis  compurgatory  oatb,  being  presumad 
to  bo  of  good  fkme  ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  probable  that  an  uninitia- 
ted offender,  standing  a  stage  tower  m  character  and  credfoflity. 
was  oltowed  tbe  lost  resort  of  the  ordeal.  But  when  Uw  '  Judg- 
ment of  God'  was  abolished  by  the  decrees  of  the  Church,  it  did 
not  occur  to  tbe  Vehmic  Judges  to  put  the  offender  upon  his  second 
trial  by  the  visne,  which  now  fomis  the  distinguiihing  chaiacteiis< 
tic  of  the  Eni^  htw.  and  he  vras  at  once  considered  os  condemn  - 
ed.  The  Heimfiche  Acht  is  a  presentmoit  not  tmvenoUe  by  tho 
offender. 

"  The  Vefmnie  Trfkunalt  can  only  be  eonetdered  as  the  ori- 
ginal jurladlctUmt  f^fthe  '  Old  Stuom,'  which  aurvived  the 
ettltivigution  of  their  country.  The  eingular  and  myetic  forme 
of  initiation,  the  eyetem  iff  enigmatical  phraee»,ihe  ueeitf 
the  eigne  and  eymbole  of  recognition,  may  probably  be  aeeribed 
to  the  period  when  the  whole  eyetemwae  united  to  tie  worehip 
of  the  Deitiee  of  Vengeance,  and  when  the  eentence  wae  pro- 
mulgated  by  the  Doomemen,  aeeembled,  like  the  Aai  ef  old, 
before  the  altare  of  T^r  or  Woden.  Of  this  connexion  with 
ancient  pagan  policy,  ro  cleariy  to  be  traced  in  the  loelandie 
Courts,  the  EngKsfa  territorial  jurisdieUons  oflbr  some  very  fidnt 
vestiges :  but  the  mystery  had  long  been  disperred,  and  tha  whole 
system  passed  into  the  ordinary  machinery  of  tbe  law. 

"  As  to  the  Vehmic  Tribunals,  it  is  acknowledged,  that  in  a 
truly  boibaraus  age  and  country,  their  proceedings,  however  vio- 
lent, were  not  without  utility.  Thoir  severe  and  secret  vengeance 
often  detened  the  rapacity  of  the  noble  robber,  and  protected  the 
humhb  suppliant ;  the  extant,  and  even  the  abuse,  of  their  authori- 
ty, vras  in  some  measure  justified  in  an  Empire  divided  into  numc 
i«us  indepeodaat  jOMdietiona,  and  not  sufcuectad  to  any  paramount 
tribonal,  oUe  to  administer  impartial  justice  to  the  <q>prasaed.  But 
as  the  tunes  bnpraved,  the  Vebmic  tribunals  degenerated.  The 
Eehevins,  efaoeen  fivmi  the  faiforior  ranks,  dki  not  posaesi  any  pet- 
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Opposed  br  tho  oimlflBt  cMm  of  Un  Bum. 
■BdoloMtiof  Unmipieioowid  tbe  «iiiiiit]r  of  tho  poworfU  aiit- 
r,  tho  tribouk  oftoaM  dirtdets  wwa  abolidMd  br  law.  and 
took  tfao  fton  of  oidnaiy  tenitorial  jiiiiwltelfcim ;  the 
ftUintodamelnde.  Tet,  ee  late  ee  the  ouddle  of 
the  ei^MMntti  oeatnrr,  a  fcw  Vdnoie  tribonak  oMed  in  name. 
Aoagia,  ae  it  majr  be  eaailr  iuppowd,  without  pneeawinf  any 
Nnmant  of  Choir  priitino  power."— PALOKAya  on  the  RUe  and 
Vtogrtm  9f  the  EttgUah  CcmmomftdUh.  Prmffk  and  IZIu*- 
trmtUmt,  p.  itr. 

I  hava  mazkad  ty  UaUe  Utten  the  most  fanportant  passsce  of 
tfas  above  qootatioiL  Ths  view  it  eontains  seams  to  me  to  have 
•TOiy  appeatanee  of  trath  and  jostiee— and  if  sneh  shonld.  on  ma- 
tanr  investigatiao,  turn  oat  to  be  the  ftet.  it  wiO  certainly  eonftr 
no  snuUI  faoDonr  on  an  EngUsh  scholar  to  have  disoovsnd  the  key 
to  a  myatenr,  which  had  long  eaetdssd  hi  vain  te  laborioos  and 
paoAmd  stndiDtsof  Gennan  antinBity. 

Umb  an  pnbahly  ssveral  other  points  on  wWeh  1 00^  to  have 
aBriaaned  tUi  opportauty  of  enfauiinff ;  bat  the  neessrity  of  pre- 
parinr  fat  an  aaDcoision  to  Ibnign  eoantiies,  in  qoost  of  hsshh  and 
stnogth,  that  have  been  ftr  some  time  sinkinff,  makes  me  cot  short 
any  addram  upon  the  pneent  occasion. 
AMwuih  I  had  never  been  hi  Switariaad,  and  onmsrous  mis- 
.  of  oonte  haw  ocemiad  hi  my  attemptato  describe  the 
'  of  that  lomantie  legion,  I  arast  not  eonehide  with- 
a  HaaHBCBt  WiUy  gmtiiyinff  to  myeslf.  ttet  the  work  met 


with  a  leeeptioo  of  more  than  usual  ooidlally  amoof  the  I 

aots  of  tlie  Alpino  heroes  vrboee  mannen  I  had  vantwed  Id  tns! 

of;  -  and  I  hava  in  particalar  to  vwpam  my  ttanka  to  tlie 

Swiss  gentlemen  win  hava.  sinoe  toe  novel  wa 

ed  my  little  eoHeetion  of  armour  wtth  spetimena  of  the  hagc 

weapon  that  shsaied  tho  fameee  ef  fte  Austrisn  davalry  at  Bern- 

pach,  and  was  emptoyed  with  aqoal  euceem  on  the  bloody  dan 

ofOraMooandMoraL    Of  the  andenft  doubMianded 

of  thaSwitasr.  I  have,  hi  this  way,  received.  I  Hook,  not  I 

six,  ki  eioeDent  pieeeifation.  from  as  many  d 

who  tbos  testified  their  gencnl  appnbatkm  of  tfaeae  I 

are  not  the  lem  intarasling.  that  gigantie  swodi.  of  nmlytl* 

aame  pattern  and  dimeoaions,  were  employed  in  their 

with  the  bold  knitfits  and  mcn-at-arme  of  Englaad.  by 

and  the  stuidy  Ibot  eoldien  Who.  under  his  guidanee,  Ud  the 

fcundatjoos  of  Beottish  independence- 

Tlie  wader  who  wishes  to  esamine  with  attention  the  1 
events  of  the  period  which  the  novel  wniaac 
meaiH  of  doing  80.  hi  the  vahi-Ode  works  of  ZMlnkka  and  M.  * 
Baiaulo   which  last  author's  account  of  the  Dufcea  i 
among  the  moot  vahiable  of  recent  aecassmos  of  1 
tore— and  in  the  new  PaiWan  edltkn  of  Ftaisi 
as  yet  attneted  eo  much  attention  in  this  ouuutiy  aa  it  wal  di 
serveetodo^ 

▼.& 

Absotsfohd.  Sept.  it.  im 
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THE    MAIDEN    OF    THE    MIST. 


CHAPTER  L 

Hm  aiito  boil  vp  ■nnrod  tte  glaeitn ;  doadt 
Rin  eariiof  ftvt  MOMth  me,  white  ud  fulphnroufl, 
likatemnoBtlMroiiaedoeMa.  •  •  •  • 

I  im  giidf.'-Manfnd. 

Tn  ooone  of  four  centories  has  well  nigh  elapsed 
■noe  the  eeiiet  of  events  which  are  related  in  the  fol- 
lowing chapters,  took  place  on  the  Continent  The 
noonis  which  contained  the  outlines  of  the  history, 
jdid  might  be  referred  to  as  proof  of  its  veracity,  were 
looK  preserved  in  the  superb  library  of  the  Monastery 
of  Saint  Gall,  but  perished,  with  many  of  the  literary 
tiMaues  of  that  establishment,  when  the  convent 
WIS  plundered  by  the  French  revolutionary  armies. 
The  events  are  fixed,  by  historical  date,  to  the  middle 
of  the  fifteenth  century,— that  important  period,  when 
puvalnr  still  shone  with  a  setting  ray,  soon  about  to 
be  totally  obscured ;  in  some  countnes,  by  the  esta- 
Uishnient  of  free  institutions,  in  others,  by  that  of 
inntrary  power,  which  alike  rendered  useless  the  in- 
terference of  those  self-endowed  redressers  of  wrongs, 
whose  only  warrant  of  authority  was  the  sword. 

Amid  the  general  light  which  had  recently  shone 
qon  Europe,  France,  Burgundy,  and  Italy^  but  more 
Mpecially  Austria,  had  been  made  acquainted  with 
the  character  of  a  people,  of  whose  very  existence 
mey  had  before  been  scarcely  conscious.  It  is  true, 
Ihat  the  inhabitants  of  those  countries  which  lie  in 
OB  vicinity  of  the  Alps,  that  immense  barrier,  were 
lot  ignorant,  that  notwithstanding  their  ru«:ed  and 
NBoiate  appearance,  the  secluded  valleys  which  wind- 
id  among  those  gigantic  mountains  nourished  a  race 
rf  hunters  and  shepherds ;  men,  who,  living  in  a  state 
if  primeval  simplicity,  compelled  from  the  soil  a  sab- 
Mence  gained  by  severe  labour,  followed  the  chase 
iverthe  most  savage  precipices  and  through  the  dark- 
M  pine  forests,  or  drove  theu'  cattle  to  spots  which 
ifiarded  them  a  scanty  pasturage,  even  in  the  vicinage 
if  eternal  snowa  But  the  existence  of  such  a  people, 
f  rather  of  a  number  of  small  communities  who  fol- 
Dwed  neariy  the  same  poor  and  hardy  course  of  life, 
lad  seemed  to  the  rich  and  powerful  princes  in  the 
wighbourhood  a  matter  of  as  little  consequence,  as  it 
I  to  the  stately  herds  which  repose  in  a  fertile  mca- 
bw,  that  a  few  half-starved  goats  find  their  scanty 
Dod  among  the  rocks  which  overtook  their  rich  do- 
nain. 

But  wonder  and  attention  began  to  be  attracted  lo- 
vaxds  these  mountaineers,  about  the  middle  of  the 
Mirteenth  century,  when  reports  were  spread  abroad 
f  severe  contents,  in  which  the  German  chivalry,  en- 
eavouring  to  soporess  insurrections  among  their 
Jpine  vassals,  had  sustained  repeated  and  oloody 
afeat%  although  having  on  their  side  numbers  and 
isdpliiie,  and  the  advantage  of  the  most  perfect  mi- 
lary  eqmpment  then  known  and  confided  in.  Ghreat 
ras  he  wonder  that  cavalry,  which  made  the  only 
IBeient  part  of  the  feudal  armies  of  these  ages  should 
s  routed  by  men  on  foot ;  that  warriors  sheathed  in 
Bmpleta  steel  should  be  overpowered  by  naked  pea- 
ints  who  wore  no  defensive  armour,  and  were  irre- 
alarJy  provided  with  pikes,  halberta,  and  clubs,  for 
le  purpose  g^  attack :  above  all,  it  seemed  a  species 
r  miracle^  that  knights  and  nobles  of  the  highest 


birth  should  be  defeated  by  mountaineers  and  shep- 
herds. But  the  repeated  victories  of  the  Swiss  at 
Laupen,  Sempach,  and  on  other  less  distinguished  oc- 
casions, plainly  intimated  that  a  new  principle  of  dvil 
organization,  as  well  as  of  mihtary  movements,  had 
onsen  amid  the  stormy  regions  of  Helvetia. 

Still,  althoqgh  the  decisive  victories  which  obtained 
liberty  for  the  Swiss  Cantons,  as  well  as  the  spirit  of 
resolution  and  wisdom  with  which  the  members  of 
the  tittle  confederation  had  maintained  themselves 
acainst  the  utmost  exertions  of  Austria,  had  spread 
•their  fame  abroad  through  all  the  neighbouring  coun- 
tries ;  and  although  they  themselves  were  conscious 
of  the  character  and  actual  power  which  repeated 
victories  had  acquired  for  themselves  and  their  coun- 
try, yet  down  to  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
and  at  a  later  date,  the  Swiss  retained  in  a  great  mea- 
sure the  wisdom,  modention,  and  simpUcity  of  their 
ancient  mannere ;  so  much  soj  that  those  who  were 
intrasted  with  the  command  of  the  troops  of  the  Re- 
public in  battle,  were  wont  to  resume  the  shepherd's 
staff  when  they  laid  down  the  truncheon,  and.  like 
the  Roman  dictators,  to  retire  to  complete  equality 
with  their  fellow-citizens,  from  the  eminence  of  mih- 
tary command  to  which  their  talents,  and  the  call  of 
their  country,  had  raised  them. 

It  is,  then,  in  the  Forest  Cantons  of  Switzerland,  in 
the  autumn  of  1474,  while  these  districts  were  in  the 
rude  and  simple  state  we  have  descrU)ed,  that  our  tale 
opens. 


Two  travellers,  one  considerably  past  the  prime  of 
life,  the  other  probably  two  or  three-and-twenty  years 
old,  had  passed  the  ni^ht  st  the  tittle  town  of  Lucerne, 
the  capital  of  the  Swiss  state  of  the  same  name,  and 
beautifully  situated  on  the  Lake  of  the  Four  Cantons. 
Their  dress  and  character  seemed  those  of  merchants 
of  a  higher  class,  and  while  they  themselves  journeyed 
on  foot,  the  character  of  the  country  rendering  that  by 
far  the  most  easy  mode  of  jinirauing  their  route,  a  young 
peasant  lad,  from  the  Italian  side  of  the  Alps,  followed 
them  with  a  sumpter  mule,  laden  aopairently  with 
men's  wares  and  baggage,  which  lie  sometimes 
mounted,  hut  more  frequently  led  by  the  bridle. 

The  treveilen  were  uncommonly  fine-looking  men, 
and  seemed  connected  by  some  very  near  relation- 
8hip,-7-prohably  that  of  father  and  son;  for  at  the 
tittle  inn  where  they  lodged  on  the  preceding;  evening, 
the  great  deference  ana  respect  paid  by  the  younger 
to  the  elder,  had  not  escaped  the  observation  of  the 
nativea,  who,  tike  other  sequestered  beings  were 
curious  in  proportion  to  the  timited  means  or  inibr- 
mation  which  they  possessed.  They  observed  also, 
that  the  merchanta,  under  pretence  of  haste,  declmed 
opening  theff  bales,  or  proposing  trefilic  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Lucerne,  allying  in  excuse,  that  they  had 
no  commodities  fitted  for  the  market.  The  females 
of  the  town  were  the  more  displeased  with  the  re- 
serve of  the  mercantile  travellers,  becsuse  they  were 
given  to  undentand,  that  it  was  occasioned  oy  the 
wares  in  which  they  dealt  being  too  costly  to  find 
customers  among  the  Helvetian  mountams :  for  it 
]  had  transpired,  by  means  of  their  attendant,  that  the 
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strangers  had  Tisited,  Venice,  and  had  there  made 
many  purchases  of  rich  commodities,  which  were 
brought  from  India  and  Egypt  to  that  celebrated 
emporium,  as  to  the  common  mart  of  the  Western 
World,  and  thence  dispersed  into  all  quarters  of 
Europe.  Now  the  Swiss  maidens  had  of  late  made 
the  discovery  that  gauds  and  gems  were  fair  to  look 
upon,  and  though  without  the  hope  of  being  able  to 
possess  themselves  of  such  ornaments,  they  felt  a 
natural  desire  to  review  and  handle  the  rich  stores 
of  the  merchants,  and  some  displeasure  at  being  pre- 
vented from  doing  BO. 

It  was  also  observed,  that  though  the  strangers 
were  sufficienily  courteous  in  their  demeanour,  they 
did  not  evince  that  studious  anxiety  to  please,  dis- 
played by  the  travelling  pedlars  or  merchants  of 
Lombarry  or  Savoy,  by  whom  the  inhabitants  of 
the  mountains  were  occasionally  visited ;  end  who 
had  been  more  frequent  in  their  rounds  of  late  years, 
since  the  spoils  of  victory  had  invested  the  Swiss 
with  some  wealth,  and  had  taught  many  of  them 
now  wants.  Those  peripatetic  traders  were  civil 
and  assiduous,  as  their  calling  required ;  but  the  new 
visiters  seemed  men  who  were  indifferent  to  traffic, 
or  at  least  to  such  blender  gains  as  oould  be  gatherea 
in  Switzerland. 

Curiosity  was  further  excited  by  the'circomstance, 
that  they  spoke  to  each  other  in  a  language  which 
was  certainly  neither  German,  Italian,  nor  French, 
but  from  which  an  old  man  serving  in  the  cabaret, 
who  had  once  been  as  far  as  Pans,  supposed  they 
might  be  English ;  a  people  of  whom  it  was  only 
known  in  these  moan  tains,  that  they  were  a  fierce 
insular  race,  at  war  with  the  French  for  many  years, 
and  a  large  body  of  whom  had  long  since  mvadea 
the  Forest  Cantons,  and  sustained  such  a  defeat  in 
the  valley  of  Rosswyl,  as  was  well  remembered  by 
the  gray-hatred  men  of  Lucerne,  who  received  the 
tale  from  their  fathers. 

TSe  lad  who  attended  the  strangers,  was  soon 
ascertamed  to  be  a  youth  from  the  Orison  country, 
who  acted  as  their  guide,  so  far  as  his  knowledge  of 
the  mountsins  permitted.  He  said  they  designs  to 
go  to  Bale,  but  seemed  desirous  to  travel  by  circuitous 
and  unfrequented  routes.  The  drcumstanoes  just 
mentioned  increased  the  general  desire  to  know  more 
of  the  travellers  and  of  their  merchandise.  Not  a  bale, 
however;  was  unpscked,  and  tho  merchants,  leaving 
Lucerne  next  morning,  resumed  their  toilsome  jour- 
ney, preferring  a  circuitous  route  and  bad  roads, 
through  the  peaceful  cantons  of  Switzerland,  to 
encountering  the  exactions  and  rapine  of  the  robber 
chivalry  of  Ocrmany[,  who,  hke  so  many  sovereigns, 
made  war  each  at  his  own  pleasure,  and  levied  tolls 
and  taxes  on  every  one  who  passed  their  domains  of 
a  mile's  breadth,  with  all  the  insolence  of  petty 
tyranny. 

For  several  hours  after  leaving  Lucerne,  the  journey 
of  our  travellers  was  successfully  prosecuted.  The 
road,  though  precipitous  and  difficult,  was  rendered 
interesting  by  those  splendid  phenomena,  which  no 
country  exhibits  in  a  more  astonishing  manner  than 
the  mountains  of  Switzerland,  where  the  rocky  pass, 
the  verdant  valley,  the  broad  lake,  and  the  rushing 
torrent,  the  attributes  of  other  hills  as  well  as  these, 
are  interspersed  with  the  magnificent  and  yet  fearful 
horrors  of  the  glaciers,  a  feature  peculiar  to  them- 
selves. 

It  was  not  an  age  in  which  the  beauties  or  gran- 
deur of  a  landscape  made  much  impression  either  on 
the  minds  of  those  who  travelled  through  the  coun- 
try, or  who  resided  in  it  To  the  latter,  the  objects, 
however  dignified,  were  familiar,  and  associatedTwith 
daily  habits  and  with  daily  toil ;  and  the  former  saw, 
perhaps,  more  terror  than  beauty  in  the  wild  region 
through  which  they  passed,  and  were  rather  solicitous 
to  get  safe  to  their  mght's  quarters,  than  to  comment 
on  the  grandeur  of  the  scenes  which  lay  between 
them  and  their  place  of  rest  Yet  our  merchants^  aa 
they  proceeded  on  their  journey,  could  not  help  being 
strongly  impressed  by  the  character  of  the  scenery 
around  them.  Their  road  lay  along  the  side  of  the 
lake,  at  times  level  and  close  on  its  very  margin,  at 
umes  rising  to  a  great  height  on  the  side  of  the  moun- 


and  winding  along  the  vertpe  of  i 
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tain,  and  winding  along  tiie  vertpe  or  prscipiees  wtaeh 
sunk  down  to  the  water  as  sharp  and  sneer  as  tbt 
wall  of  a  castle  descending  upon  the  ditch  which 
defends  it.  At  other  times  it  traversed  spou  of  t 
mUder  character,— <delightful  green  slopes,  andbvlf 
retired  valleys^  aJBbrding  bot£i  pasturage  and  ar«w 
ground,  sometimes  watered  bv  small  streams,  vhkk 
winded  by  the  hamlet  of  wooden  huts  with  their  lu- 
tastic  little  church  and  ateeple,  mesndered  round  the 
orchsrd  and  the  mount  or  vIne^  and,  ronrmsriai 
gently  as  they  flowed,  found  a  quiet  paaeace  into  ili» 
lake. 

"That  stream,  Arthur,"  said  the  elder  traveller,  ti 
with  one  consent  they  stopiied  to  saze  on  sndi  t 
scene  as  I  have  described,  resembles  the  liliB  of  i 
good  and  happy  man." 

"And  the  orook,  which  hurries  itself  hcsdhni 
down  yon  distant  hill,  marking  its  course  by  a  sock 
of  white  foam,"  answered  Arthur, — "  what  does  tfaii 
resemble?" 

"  That  of  a  brave  and  unfortunate  onc^"  replied  \a 
father. 

"The  torrent  for  me,"  said  Arthur;  **a  headloqi 
course  which  no  human  force  can  oppoae;  and  iha 
let  it  be  as  brief  as  it  is  glorious." 

"It  is  a  young  man's  thought,**  replied  Ins  fadw; 
"but  I  am  well  aware  that  it  is  so  rooied  ia  i^ 
heart,  that  nothing  but  the  nide  hand  ot 
can  pluck  it  up." 

"  As  yet  the  root  clings  fast  to  my  heart's 
said  the  young  roan;   "and  methbiks  advenofi 
hand  hath  had  a  fair  graap  of  iL" 

"  You  speak,  my  son,  of  what  sroo  little  ncdv* 
stand,"  said  his  father.  "Know^  that  till  the  midir 
of  life  be  passed,  men  scarce  distinguish  true  fm* 
perity  from  adversity,  or  rather  they  court  as  thefih 
vours  of  fortune  what  they  should  more  iosdyisiad 
as  the  marks  of  her  displeasure.  Look  at  yen 
mountain,  which  wearaon  its  shaggy  biow  a  mkm 
of  clouds,  now  raised  and  now  deprasssd,  while  ^ 
sun  glances  upon,  but  is  unable  to  dispel  it  ;^s  ekil 
might  believe  it  to  be  a  crown  of  glory — a  Ruin  ksovf 
it  to  be  the  signal  of  tempest." 

Arthur  followed  the  direction  of  his  Cither's  eve  • 
the  dark  and  ahadowy  eminence  of  Mount  PSans. 

"  Is  the  mist  on  yonder  wikl  mountain  so  omisoB 
then  7"  asked  the  young  man. 

"Demand  of  Antonk>,"  said  his  father;  ''he  si 
tell  yon  the  legend." 

The  young  merchant  addresssd  himself  is  tm 
Swiss  lad  who  acted  as  their  attendant, 
know  the  name  of  the  gbomy  height:  which,  is 
quarter,  sesms  the  leviathan  of  the  nq^s 
tion  of  mountains  assembled  about  Luosn 

The  lad  crossed  himself  devoutly,  ss  he 
the  populsr  le^nd,  that  the  wicked  Pontina  f9ttk 
Proconsul  of  /udea,  had  here  found  the  ter 
of  his  impious  life ;  having,  after  mending  . 
the  recesses  of  that  mountain  which  hears  nsi 
at  length,  in  remom  and  despair  rather  than  is  pbbk 
tence,  plunged  into  the  diamal  lake  vi4iich  ^ 

the  summit  Whether  water  refused  to  do 
cutioner's  duty  upon  such  a  wretch^  or 
body  being  drowned,  his  vexed  spirit 
haunt  the  place  where  he  committed  sh 
did  not  pretend  to  explain.  But  a  form  was  oAsn.  te 
said,  seen  to  emerge  from  the  gloomy  wscersi 
go  through  the  action  of  one  washing  his  * 
and  when  he  did  ao,  dark  clooda  of  mist  g 
first  round  the  bosom  of  the  Infernal  Lake,  (s 
had  been  styled  of  old,)  and  then  wrapping  the 
upper  part  of  the  mountain  in  darkness,  uussjiid  s 
tempest  or  hurricane,  which  waa  sure  to  follow  in  a 
short  space.  He  added,  that  the  evil  spirit  was  pee» 
liarly  exasperated  at  the  audacity  of  such  strsniecn  « 
osoended  the  mountain  to  gaxe  at  his  pir  '  ^ 
ment,  and  that,  in  consequence,  the  mai 
Lucerne  had  prohibited  any  one  from 
Mount  Pilatre,  under  severe  penalties.  Antonio  < 
more  crossed  himself  as  he  finished  his  h ., 
which  act  of  devotkm  he  was  imitated  by  his 
too  »9od  Catholics  to  entertain  any  doubt  of  the 
of  the  story. 

"  How  the  accursed  heathen  seowla  qpoo  as  f 
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the  voanger  of  the  mercbants,  while  the  cloud  dark- 
enea  and  seemed  lo  aettle  on  the  brow  of  Mount  Pi- 
latre.    '*  Vade  reiro;— be  thou  defied,  Binner !" 

A  lisine  wind,  rather  heard  than  felt,  aeeroed  to 
ptMn  forth,  in  the  tone  of  a  dying  lion,  the  acceptance 
af  the  suffering  spirit  to  the  rash  challenge  of  the 
ronng  E^gliehman.  The  mountain  was  seen  to  send 
down  its  rugged  sides  thick  wreaths  of  heaving  mist, 
irhicb'f  rolling  through  the  rugged  chasms  that  seamed 
lbs  gnsly  hill,  resembled  torrents  of  rushing  lava 
x>unng  down  from  a  volcano.  The  ridgy  precipices, 
vhich  formed  the  sides  of  these  huge  ravines,  showra 
Jieir  rolintery  and  rugged  edges  over  the  vapour,  as 
f  diTiding  from  each  other  the  descending  streams  of 
oist  which  rolled  around  them.  As  a  strong  contrast 
10  this  gloomy  and  threatening  scene,  the  more  dis- 
tant mountain  range  of  Righi  shone  brilliant  with  all 
Jie  hues  of  an  autumnal  sun. 

While  the  travellers  watched  this  striking  and  va- 
ied  contrast,  which  resembled  an  approaching  com- 
»t  betwixt  the  powers  of  Light  and  Darkness,  their 
(uide,  in  his  mixed  jargon  of  Italian  and  German, 
izhorted  them  to  make  naste  on  their  journey.  The 
nllage  to  which  he  proposed  to  conduct  them,  ne  said, 
iss  ^t  distant,  the  road  bad,  and  difficult  to  find, 
Lod  u  the  Evil  One  (looking  to  Mount  Pilatre,  and 
mssing  himself)  should  send  his  darkness  upon  the 
rtlley,  the  path  would  be  both  doubtful  and  dangerous, 
rhe  travellers,  thus  admonished,  gathered  the  capes 
if  their  cloaks  close  round  their  throats,  pulled  their 
nonets  resolvedly  over  their  brows,  drew  the  buckle 
if  the  broad  belt  which  fastened  their  mantles,  and 
ach  with  a  mountain  staff  in  his  hand,  well  shod 
vith  an  iron  spike,  they  pursued  their  journey,  with 
iDsbaied  strength  and  undaunted  spirit. 

With  every  st^  the  scenes  around  them  appeared 

0  change.  Each  mountain,  as  if  its  firm  ana  immu- 
ible  form  were  flexible  and  varying,  altered  in  ap- 
learence,  like  that  of  a  shadowy  apparition,  as  the 
loeiiion  oi  the  strangers  relative  to  them  changed 
rith  their  motions,  and  as  the  mist,  which  continued 
wvf\y,  though  constantly  to  descend,  influenced  the 
ttggedaspectof  the  hills  and  valleys  which  it  shrouded 
ritfi  its  vapoury  mantle.  The  nature  of  their  pro- 
nes,  too,  never  direct,  but  winding  by  a  narrow  path 
long  the  sinuosities  or  the  valley,  and  making  many 

1  circuit  round  precipices  and  other  obstacles  which 
I  was  impossible  to  surmount,  added  to  the  wild  va- 
iety  of  a  journey,  in  which,  at  last,  the  travellers 
itlally  lost  any  vague  idea  which  they  had  previously 
Btertained  concerning  the  direction  in  which  the 
iMd  led  them. 

"I  would,"  said  the  elder,  "we  had  that  mystical 
leedle  which  mariners  talk  of;  that  points  ever  to  the 
lortb,  and  enables  them  to  keep  their  way  on  the  wa- 
n,  when  there  is  neither  cape  nor  headland,  sun, 
■oon,  nor  stars,  nor  anv  mark  in  heaven  or  earth,  to 
lU  them  how  to  steer. 

"It  would  scarce  avail  us  among  these  mountains," 
Qswered  the  youth;  "for  though  that  wonderful 
sedle  may  keep  its  point  to  the  northerii  Pole-star, 
rbeo  it  is  on  a  flat  surface  Uke  the  sea,  it  is  not  to  be 
bought  that  it  would  do  so  when  these  huge  moun- 
uns  arise  like  walls,  betwixt  the  steel  and  the  object 
fits  sympathy." 

"I  fear  me,  replied  the  father,  "  we  shall  find  our 
ind&  who  has  been  growing  hourly  more  stupid  since 
s  left  his  own  valley,  as  useless  as  vou  suppose  the 
Bttipass  would  be  among  the  hills  ox  this  wild  ooun- 
7>-*Canst  tell,  my  boy,'^said  he,  addressing  Antonio 
I  bad  lulian,     if  we  be  in  the  road  we  purposed  7" 

"If  it  please  Saint  Antonio"— said  the  guide,  who 
^u  obviously  too  much  confused  to  answer  the  ques- 
M  directly. 

'And  that  water,  half  covered  with  mist,  which 
unmers  through  the  fog,  at  the  foot  of  this  huge 
■ck  precipice— is  it  stills  psrt  of  the  Lake  of  Lu- 
vne,  or  have  we  lighted  upon  another  since  we 
Kended  that  last  hill?" 

Antonio  oould  only  answer  that  they  ought  to  be 
n  the  Lake  of  Lucerne  stiil,  and  that  lie  hoped  that 
iiat  they  saw  belonK  them  was  only  a  winding  branch 
1.  the  same  sheet  of  water.  But  he  could  say  nothing 
ith  certainty.  I 


"  Doff  of  an  Italian  1"  exclaimed  the  younger  tra- 


"Peace,  Arthur/'  said  his  father;  "if  you  frighten 
the  lad,  he  runs  on,  and  we  lose  the  small  advantage 
we  might  have  by  his  knowledge ;  if  you  use  your 
batoon,  he  rewanfs  you  with  the  stab  of  a  knifSf-^for 
such  is  the  humour  of  a  revengeful  Lombard.  Either 
way,  you  are  marred  instead  of  helped.— Hark  thee 
hither,  my  boy,"  he  continued,  in  his  indifferent  Ita- 
lian, be  not  afraid  of  that  hot  youngster,  whom  I 
will  not  permit  to  injure  thee;  but  tell  me,  if  thou 
canst,  the  names  of  the  villages  by  which  we  are  to 
make  our  journey  to-day  T* 

The  gentle  mode  in  wnich  the  elder  traveller  spoke 
reassured  the  lad,  who  had  been  somewhat  alarmed 
at  the  harsh  tone  and  menacing  expreaaioiis  of  hia 
younger  companion ;  and  he  poured  forth,  in  his  patois, 
a  flood  of  names,  in  which  the  German  guttural 
sounds  were  strangely  intermixed  with  the  soft  ac- 
cents  of  the  Italian,  out  which  carried  to  the  hearer 
no  intelligible  information  concerning  the  object  of 
his  question ;  so  that,  at  length,  he  was  forced  to  con- 
clude, "  Even  lead  on,  in  Our  Lady's  name,  or  in  Saint 
Antonio's,  if  you  like  it  better ;  we  shall  but  lose  time^ 
I  see,  in  trying  to  understand  each  other." 

They  moved  on  as  before,  with  this  difference,  that 
the  giude,  leading  the  mule,  now  went  first,  and  was 
followed  by  the  other  two,  whose  motions  he  had 
formerly  directed  by  calling  to  them  from  behind.— 
The  clouds  mean  time  became  thicker  and  thicker, 
and  the  mist,  which  had  at  first  been  a  thin  vapour, 
bqgan  now  to  descend  in  the  form  of  a  small  thick 
ram,  which  gathered  like  dew  upon  the  capotes  of  the 
travellers.  Distant  rustling  and  groaning  sounds 
were  heard  among  the  remote  mountains,  similar  to 
those  by  which  the  Evil  Spirit  of  Mount  Pilatre  had 
seemed  to  announce  the  storm.  The  boy  again  pressed 
his  companions  to  advance,  but  at  the  same  time 
threw  impediments  in  the  way  of  their  doing  so,  by 
the  slowness  and  indecision  which  he  showed  in 
leading  them  on. 

Having  proceeded  m  this  manner  for  three  or  four 
miles,  which  uncertainty  rendered  doubly  tedious,  the 
travellera  were  at  length  engaged  in  a  narrow  path, 
runnmg  along  the  verge  of  a  precipice.  Beneath  waa 
water,  but  of^what  description  they  could  not  ascer- 
tsin.  The  wind,  indeed,  which  be^n  to  be  felt  in 
sudden  gusts,  sometimes  swept  askle  the  mist  so 
completely  as  to  show  the  waves  glimmering  below ; 
but  whether  they  were  those  of  the  same  lake  on 
which  their  morning  journey  had  commenced,  whe- 
ther it  was  another  and  separate  sheet  of  water  of  a 
similar  character,  or  whether  it  was  a  river  or  large 
brook,  the  view  afforded  was  too  indistinct  to  deter- 
mine. Thus  far  was  certain,  that  they  were  not  on 
the  shores  of  the  Lake  of  Lucerne,  where  it  displays 
its  usual  expanse  of  waters;  for  the  same  humcane 
gusts  which  showed  them  water  in  the  bottom  oftho 
glen,  gave  them  a  transient  view  of  the  opposite  side, 
at  what  exact  distance  they  could  not  well  discern, 
but  near  enough  to  show  tall  abrupt  rocks  and  shaggy 
pinetrees,  here  united  in  groups,  and  there  singly  an- 
chored among  the  cliffs  which  overhung  the  water. 
This  was  a  more  distant  landscape  than  the  farther 
side  of  the  lake  would  have  offered,  had  they  been  on 
the  right  road. 

Hitherto  the  path,  though  steep  and  rugged,  was 
plainly  enough  indicated,  and  showed  traces  of  having 
Seen  used  m)th  by  riders  and  foot  passengers.  But 
suddenly,  as  Antonio  with  the  loaded  mule  had  reach- 
ed a  projecting  eminence,  around  the  peak  of  which 
the  path  made  a  sharp  turn,  he  stopped  short,  with 
his  usual  exclamation,  addressed  to  nis  patron  saint 
It  appeared  to  Arthur  that  the  mule  shared  the  terrors 
of  the  guide ;  for  it  started  back,  put  forwards  its  fora 
feet  separste  from  each  other,  and  seoined,  by  the  at- 
titude which  it  assumed,  to  intimate  a  determmation 
to  resist  every  proposal  to  advance,  at  the  same  time 
expressing  horror  and  fear  at  the  prospect  which  lay 
berore  it. 

Arthur  pressed  forward,  not  only  from  curiotity, 
but  that  he  might  if  possible  bear  the  brunt  of  any 
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dangar  befiDre  his  father  came  up  to  share  iL  In  less 
time  than  we  have  taken  to  tell  the  story,  the  young 
man  stood  beside  Antonio  and  the  mule,  upon  a  plat- 
form of  rock  on  which  the  road  seemed  absolutely  to 
terminate,  and  from  the  farther  side  of  which  a  pre^ 
cipioe  sunk  sheer  down,  to  what  depth  the  mist  did 
not  permit  him  to  discern,  but  certainly  uninterrupted 
fiyr  more  than  three  hundred  feeL 

The  blank  expression  which  oYercast  the  visage  of 
the  younger  traveller,  and  traoea  of  which  might  be 
discerned  in  the  phyamgnomy  of  the  beast  of  burden, 
announced  alarm  and  mortification  at  this  uneroected 
and.  as  it  seemed,  insurmountable  obstacle.  Nor  did 
the  looks  of  the  fiather,  who  presently  after  came  up 
to  the  same  spot,  convey  either  hope  or  comfort.  He 
Mood  with  the  others  gazing  on  the  misty  gulf  be- 
neath them,  and  looking  all  around,,  but  m  vain,  for 
some  continuation  of  the  path,  which  certaiiuy  had 
never  been  originally  designed  to  terminate  in  this 
summary  manner.  As  they  stood  uncertam  what  to 
do  next,  the  spn  in  vain  altemptinjs  to  discover  some 
mode  or  passing  onward,  and  the  father  about  to  pro- 
pose that  they  should  return  by  the  road  which  nad 
brought  them  hither,  a  loud  howl  of  the  wind,  more 
vnld  than  diey  bad  yet  heard,  swept  down  the  valley. 
All  being  aware  of  the  danger  of  being  hurled  from 
the  precarious  station  which  they  occupied,  snatched 
at  bushes  and  rocks  by  which  to  secure  themselves, 
and  even  the  poor  mule  seemed  to  steady  itselfin 
<»der  to  withstand  the  approaching  humcane.  The 
gust  came  with  such  unexpected  fury  that  it  appeared 
to  the  travellers  to  shake  the  very  rock  on  which  th^ 
stood,  and  would  have  swept  them  from  its  surface 
like  so  many  dry  leaves,  nad  it  not  been  for  the 
momentary  precautions  which  they  had  taken  for 
^eir  safety.  But  as  the  wind  rushed  down  the  glen, 
it  completely  removed  for  the  space  of  three  or  four 
minutes  the  veil  of  mist  which  former  gusts  had  only 
served  to  agitate  or  discompose,  and  showed  them 
the  nature  and  cause  of  the  interruption  which  they 
had  met  with  so  unexpectedly. 

The  rapid  but  correct  eye  or  Arthur  was  then  able 
to  ascertain  that  the  path,  after  leavii^  the  platform 
of  rock  on  which  they  stood,  had  originally  passed 
upwards  in  the  same  direction  along  the  edge  of  a 
steep  bank  of  earth,  which  had  then  formed  the  upper 
covering  of  a  stratum  of  precipitous  rocks.  But  it  had 
chanoeo,  in  some  of  the  convulsions  of  nature  which 
take  place  in  those  wild  remons,  where  she  works 
upon  a  scale  so  formidable,  that  the  earth  had  made 
a  slip|  or  almost  a  precipitous  descent,  from  the  rock, 
and  been  hurled  downwards  with  the  path,  which 
was  traced  along  the  top,  and  with  bushes,  trees,  or 
vrhatever  new  upon  it,  into  the  channel  of  the  stream ; 
for  such  they  could  now  discern  the  water  beneath 
them  to  be,  and  not  a  lake,  or  an  arm  of  a  lake  as 
th^  had  hitherto  supposed. 

The  immediate  cause  of  this  phenomenon  might 
probalily  have  been  an  earthquake,  not  unfrequent  in 
that  country.  The  bank  of  earth,  now  a  confused 
mass  of  ruins  inverted  in  its  fall,  showed  some  trees 
growing  in  a  horizontal  position,  and  others,  which, 
navin^  pitched  on  their  heads  in  their  descent,  were  at 
once  mverted  and  shattered  to  pieces,  and  lay  a  sport 
to  the  streams  of  the  river  which  they  had  heretofore 
covered  with  gloomv  shadow.  The  gaunt  precipice 
which  rsmained  behind,  like  the  skeleton  of  some 
huge  monster  divested  ot  its  flesh,  formed  the  wall  of 
a  fearful  abyss,  resembling  the  face  of  a  newly  wrought 
quarry,  more  dismal  of  aspect  from  the  rawness  oHts 
recent  formation,  and  from  its  bein/;  as  yet  uncovered 
with  any  of  the  vegetation  with  which  nature  q>eedily 
mantlea  over  the  bare  surface  even  of  her  sternest 
crags  and  prsdpices. 

Besides  rsmaiking  these  appeannoe^  which  tended 
to  show  that  this  inteiTuption  of  the  road  had  been  of 
recent  oocnirenoa  Arthur  was  able  to  observe,  on  the 
further  side  of  the  river,  higher  up  the  valley,  and 
rising  out  of  the  pine  forest,  interqpiersed  with  rocks, 
a  square  building  of  oonaidanble  height,  like  the  ruins 
of  a  Gothic  lower.  He  pointed  out  this  remarkable 
olqect  to  Antonio,  and  demanded  if  he  knew  it ;  justly 
conjecturing  that,  from  the  peculiarity  of  the  site,  it 
a  landmark  not  easily  to  be  forgotten  by  any  who 


had  seen  it  before.  Accordingly,  it  was  fAaS^  wA 
promptly  recoraiised  by  the  lad,  who  cafiedTchenii&r 
out|  that  the  place  was  Geieretein,  that  is,  as  be  o- 
plained  it,  the  Rock  of  the  Vultures.  He  knew  it,  he 
said,  by  the  old  tow?r,  as  well  as  by  a  huge  pinadi 
of  rock  which  arose  near  it,  almost  in  the  formtf  t 
steeple,  to  the  top  of  which  the  lammer-gaer(oBHf 
the  largest  birds  of  pr^  known  to  exist)  had  m  fm- 
mer  days  transported  the  child  of  an  aodent  kd«f 
the  castle.  He  proceeded  to  recount  the  vow  wind 
was  nrade  by  the  Knimt  of  Geieretein  toOurLadr«f 
Einsiedlen ;  and,  whDe  he  noke,  the.caatle,  rod^ 
woods,  and  predpioes,  again  faded  in  misL  Bat  atbe 
concluded  his  wondeiral  narrative  with  the  nunde 
which  restored  the  infant  again  to  tu  fether't  um 
he  cried  out  suddenlv,  **Look  to  yourselves-ike 
storm  !— the  storm  !'^  It  came  aooordiogljr,  od 
sweeping  the  mist  before  it,  again  bestowed  oa  tht 
trevellere  a  view  of  the  horrore  around  them. 

"Ayf  quoth  Antonio,  triumphant^,  as  theisa 
abated,  "  old  Pontius  loves  little  to  hear  of  Oar  Lid| 
of  Einsiedlen :  but  she  will  keep  her  own  with  hiia- 
Ave  Maria !" 

"  That  tower,"  said  the  young  traveller,  **  ssmsB- 
inhabited.  I  can  descry  no  smoke,  and  the  batikoMBt 
appean  ruinous." 

It  has  not  been  inhabited  for  many  a  day,"  a- 
swered  the  guide.  "  But  I  would  I  were  st  it,  Corii 
that  Honest  Arnold  Biederman,  the  LandtmiMi 
[chief  magistratel  of  the  Canton  of  UntvwiUa 
dwells  near,  and  I  warrant  yon,  distressed  stnaiB 
will  not  want  the  best  that  cupboard  and  ediircK 
find  them,  wherever  he  holds  nue." 

"  I  have  heard  of  hi^^"  aaid  the  elder  tnnik 
whom  Antonio  had  been  taught  to  call  SeignocPUEp- 
son ;  "  a  good  and  hospitable  man,  and  one  wkoa- 
joys  deserved  weis^t  with  his  countrymen.'* 

You  have  spoken  him  right,  Seignor"  ani«at£ 
the  guide :  "  and  I  would  we  could  teach  hii  hooa. 
where  you  should  be  sure  of  hospitable  tmtaot. 
and  a  good  direction  for  your  next  aav^a  joamcf.  la 
how  we  are  to  get  to  the  Vulture's  Castle;  vdmivi 
had  wings  like  the  vulture,  is  a  qnestioa  hud  i> 
answer." 

Arthur  replied  by  a  daring  proposal,  which  the  nm 
win  find  in  the  next  chapter. 


CHAPTER  II. 

^     .     .      Awtywithois. 

The  cloudtfTow  U>irfwr-thaw  pom 
Place  roar  Ibot  h«r»— hno.  tako  thia 
A  fDooMnt  to  that  abnib-oow,  wkrm  ■ 
•  •  •  a  •  • 
Tha  ehalat  will  ba  gainad  ia  balf  aa  Iraai: 

Arrsa  surveying  the  desolate  soene  as  aeeviidr 
as  the  stormy  state  of  the  atmosphere  woidd  pstf. 
the  younser  of  the  trevellere  observed,  **  la  aoy  oikv 
country,  I  should  say  the  tempest  begins  to  absie ;  b« 
what  to  expect  in  tms  land  of  desolation,  it  wore  fn^ 
to  decide.  If  the  apostate  spirit  of  Pilsts  be  ac^ob 
on  the  blast  these  lingejing  and  more  disisnt  he«s 
seem  to  intimate  that  be  is  returning  to  faisphoi«f 
punishment.  The  pathway  has  sunk  with  die  jfOM' 
on  which  it  waa  traced— I  can  see  part  of  it  iM 
down  in  the  abyss,  marking,  as  with  a  stiaskofor. 
yonder  mass  or  earth  and  stone.  Bat  I  think  it  pst- 
sible,  with  your  permission,  my  &ther,  that  I  cadi 
still  scramble  forward  along  the  ed^e  of  the  nnam 
till  I  come  in  sight  of  the  nabitation  wfaka  i)h  U 
tells  us  of.  If  there  be  actually  such  a  on^  then  M* 
be  an  access  to  it  somewhere;  and  if  I  eamifti 
the  path  out,  I  can  at  least  make  a  aignal  tstho* 
who  dwell  near  the  Vulture's  Nest  yonder,  aadskiai 
Bome  friendly  guidance." 

'*  I  cannot  consent  to  your  incurring  sooh  aiiA* 
said  his  father ;  **let  the  lad  go  frrwaidjf  he  oi 
and  will.  He  is  mountain-bred,  and  I  tnB  ib*^ 
him  richly." 

But  Antonio  declined  the  proposal  absaloiB|r  mi 
decidedly.  "I  am  mountain-bred,"  he  saii  *^1 
am  no  chamois4iunter ;  and  I  have  no  wingi  to  t» 
sport  me  from  cliff  to  cliff;  like  a  raieu  goM  mw^ 
worth  life." 
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And  God  foibid,"  said  Seignor  Philipuoii, "  that  I 
B&ouJd  tempt  thee  to  weifh  them  against  each  other  I 
—Go  on,  then,  my  eon— I  follow  thee." 

Under  yonr.  favour,  dearest  sir.  no,"  replied  the 
young  man;  "it  is  enough  to  endanger  the  life  of 
<\po— «nd  mine,  far  the  ni3St  worthless,  should,  by  all 
™  nj^  "  wisdom  as  well  as  natuze,  be  put  first  in 
nazanl. 

V  No.  Arthur,"  replied  his  fiilher,  in  a  determined 
voice ;  no,  my  son— I  have  survived  much,  but  I  will 
not  survive  thee." . 

"  \  ^^"  1®*  ^$^  ^  ^■™?»  father,  if  you  permit  me  to 
go  alone ;  but  I  eannot-^are  not  undertake  a  task  so 
perilous  if  you  persist  in  attempting  to  share  it,  with 
no  better  aid  than  mine.  While  T  endeavoiffed  to 
make  a  new  advance,  I  should  be  ever  looking  back 
to  see  how  you  mi|dit  attain  the  station  which  I  was 
vfSi^  leave-And  bethink  you,  dearest  father,  that 
If  I  fell,  I  fell  an  unrsgarded  thmg,  of  as  little  moment 
aB  the  stone  or  tree  which  has  toppled  headlong  down 
^j®/?.*"  u^H?  yon-should  your  foot  slip,  or  your 
"??j  Si'  R«{n™.you  what  and  how  much  must 
needs  fell  with  you  r 

"Thou  art  right,  my  child,"  said  the  father.  " I 
Btill  have  that  which  binds  me  to  life,  even  though  I 
were  to  lose  in  thee  all  that  is  dear  to  me.-OurLady 
and  our  Lady's  Kmght  bless  thee  and  prosper  thee^ 
my  child!  Thyfopt  is  young,  thy  head  is  strong— 
umbed  Plynhmmon  in  vain.    Be  bold, 


thou  hast  not  c ^ ,^„.    ^^  ^^.^^ 

but  be  wary— remember  there  is  a  man  who,  failing 
tne&  has  but  one  act  of  duty  to  bind  him  to  the  earth, 
and.  that  dischaiged,  who  will  soon  follow  thee." 

The  young  man  accordingly  prepared  for  his  jour- 
ney, and,  stripping  himself  of  nis  cumbrous  cloak, 
showed  his  well-proportioned  limbs  in  a  jerkin  of 
jrray  cloth,  which  sat  close  to  his  person.    The  fa- 
therms  resoluuon  crave  way  when  his  son  turned  round 
to  bid  him  farewell.    He  recalled  his  permission,  and 
in.  a  poreniptory  tone  forbade  him  to  proceed.    But 
without  listenmg  to  the  prohibition,  Arthur  had  com- 
menced his  perilous  adventure.    Descending  from 
the  platform  on  which  he  stood,  by  the  boughs  of  an 
old  ash-tree,  which  thrust  itself  out  of  the  cleft  of  a 
rock,  the  youth  was  enabled  to  gain,  though  at  great 
nak,  a  narrow  ledge,  the  very  brink  of  the  preapice, 
by  creeping  along  which  he  hoped  to  pass  on  till  he 
made  himself  heard  or  seen  from  the  habitation,  of 
whose  existence  the  guide  had  informed  him.    His 
aituauon,  as  he  pnrsuM  this  bold  purpose,  appeared  so 
precanooa,  that  even  the  hired  attendant  haidly  dared 
to  draw  breath  as  he  gazed  on  him.    The  ledge  which 
aupported  him  seemed  to  grow  so  narrow  as  he  passed 
along, it,  as  to  become  altogether  invisible,  while 
aometunes  with  his  face  to  the  precipice,  sometimes 
looking  forward^  sometimes  glancing  nis  eyes  upward, 
but  never  ventunng  to  cast  a  look  beTow^  lest  his  brain 
aboold  grow  giddy  at  a  sight  so  appathng,  he  wound 
hia  way  onward.    To  his  father  and  the  attendant, 
who  b^ld  hie  progress>  it  was  less  that  of  a  man 
advancing  m  the  ordinary  manner,  and  resting  by 
aught  connected  with  the  firm  earth,  than  that  of  an 
insect  crawling  along  the  face  of  a  perpendicular 
wall^  of  whose  progressive  movement  wa  are  indeed 
aenaible^  but  cannot  perceive  the  means  of  its  sup- 
port.   And  bitterly,  most  bitterly,  did  the  miserable 
parent  now  lament,  thst  he  had  not  persisted  in  his 
purpose  to  encounter  the  baffling  and  even  perilous 
Dieaanre  of  retracing  his  steps  to  the  habitation  of  the 
preceding  night.    lie  should  their,  at  least,  have  par- 
taken the  fate  of  the  son  of  his  love. 

Mean  while,  the  young  man's  spirits  were  strongly 
braced  for  the  performance  of  his  perilous  task.  He 
laid  a  powerful  restraint  on  his  imagination,  which  in 
general  was  sufficiently  active,  and  refused  to  listen, 
even  for  an  instant,  to  any  of  the  horrible  insinuations 
hy  which  fancy  augments  actual  danger.  He  endea- 
voured manfully  to  reduce  all  around  him  to  the 
scale  of  right  reason,  as  the  best  support  of  true  cour- 
age. "  Tlis  ledge  of  rock,"  he  urged  to  himself;  "  is 
but  narrow,  jret  it  has  bteadth  enough  to  support  me : 
these  difts  and  crevices  in  the  surface  are  small  and 
distant,  but  the  one  aflbrds  as  secure  a  resting-place 
to  my  leet,  the  other  as  available  a  grasp  to  my  nandp. 
as  if  I  stood  on  a  platform  of  a  cubit  broad,  and  rested 
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my  arm  on  a  balustrade  of  marble.  My  safety,  there- 
fore, depends  on  myself.  If  I  move  with  decision,  step 
nrmly,  and  hold  fast,  what  signifies  how  near  I  am  to 
the  mouth  of  an  abyss  ?" 

Thus  estimating  the  extent  of  his  danger  by  the 
measure  of  sound  sense  and  reality,  and  supported  by 
some  degree  of  practice  in  such  exercise,  the  brave 
youth  went  forward  on  his  awful  journey,  step  by 
step,  winnmg  his  way  with  a  caution,  and  fortitude, 
and  presence  of  mind,  which  alone  could  have  saved 
mm  from  instant  destruction.  At  length  he  gained  a 
point  where  a  projecting  rock  formed  the  angle  of  the 
precipice,  so  far  as  it  had  been  visible  to  him  from  the 

Eiatform.    This,  therefore,  was  the  critical  pomt  of 
18  undertaking;  but  it  was  also  the  most  perilous 
P»rt  of  It.    The  rock  projected  more  than  six  feet  for- 
ward over  the  torrent,  which  he  heard  raging  at  the 
depth  of  a  hundred  yards  beneath,  with  a  noise  like 
subterranean  thunder.    He  examined  the  spot  with 
the  utmost  care,  and  was  led  by  the  existence  of 
shrubs,  grass,  and  even  stunted  trees,  to  believe  that 
this  rock  marked  the  farthest  extent  of  the  slip  or  slide 
oJe«rth,  and  that,  could  he  but  turn  round  the  angle 
of  which  It  was  thp  termination,  he  might  hope  to  at- 
tain the  continuation  of  the  path  whicti  hadbeen  so 
strangely  interrupted  by  this  convulsion  of  nature. 
But  the  crag  jutted  out  so  much  as  to  afford  no  possi- 
bility of  passing  either  under  or  around  it ;  and  as  it 
rose,  several  feet  above  the  position  which  Arthur  had 
attained,  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  climb  over  it.  This 
waa  however,  the  couree  which  he  choaei,  as  the  only 
-mode  of  surmounting  what  he  hoped  might  prove  the 
last  obstacle  to  his  voyage  of  discovery.    A  project- 
ing traeanorded  him  the  means  of  raising  and  swing- 
ing himself  up  to  the  top  of  the  crag.    But  he  had 
scarcely  planted  himself  on  it,  had  scarcely  a  moment 
to  congratulate  himself,  on  seeing,  amid  a  wild  chaos 
of  cliirs  and  wood,  the  gloomy  ruins  of  Geierstein, 
with  smoke  ansing,  and  indicating  something  like  a 
human  habitauon  beside  them,  when,  to  his  extreme 
terror,  he  felt  the  huge  clifF  on  which  he  stood,  trem- 
ble, stoop  slowly  forward,  and  gradually  suik  from  its 
position.    Projecting  as  it  was,  and  shaken  as  its 
equihbnum  had  been  by  the  recent  earthquake,  it  lay 
now  so  insecurely  poised,  that  its  balsnce  was  entirely 
desnt>yed,  even  by  the  addition  of  the  young  roan's 
weight 

Aroused,  by  the  imminence  of  the  danger,  Arthur, 
by  an  instinctive  attempt  at  self-preservation,  drew 
cautiously  back  from  the  falling  crag  into  the  tree  by 
which  he  had  ascended,  and  turned  nis  head  back  as 
if  spell-bound,  to  watch  the  descent  of  the  fatal  rock 
from  which  he  had  just  retreated.    It  totter«i  for  two 
or  three  seconds,  as  if  uncertain  which  way  to  fall ; 
and.  had  it  taken  a  sidelong  direction,  must  have 
dashed  the  adventurer  from  his  place  of  refuge,  or 
borne  both  the  tree  and  him  headlong  down  into  the 
river.    After  a  moment  of  horrible  uncertainty,  the 
power  of  gravitation  determined  a  direct  and  forward 
descent    Down  went  the  huge  fragment,   which 
must  have  weighed  at  least  twenty  ton,  rending  and 
splintering  ui  itsprecipitate  course  the  trees  and  bushes 
whidi  it  encountered,  and  settling  at  length  in  the  chan- 
nel of  the  torrent,  with  a  din  equal  to  the  discharge  of  a 
hundred  pieces  of  artillery.    The  sound  was  re-echoed 
from  bank  to  bank,  from  precinioe  to  precipice^  with 
efhulative  thundera ;  nor  was  the  tumult  silent  till  it 
rose  into  the  regions  of  eternal  snows,  which,  equsUy 
insensible  to  terrestrial  sounds,  and  unfevourable  to 
animal  lif&  heard  the  roar  in  their  majestic  solitude, 
but  suffered  it  to  die  away  vrithout  a  responsive  voice. 
What,  m  the  mean  while,  were  the  thoughts  of  the 
distracted  father,  who  saw  the  ponderous  rock  de- 
scend, but  could  not  mark  whether  his  only  son  had 
borne  it  company  in  its  dreadful  fall !  His  first  im- 
pulse was  to  rush  forward  along  the  face  of  the  pre- 
dpioe,  which  he  had  seen  Arthur  so  lately  traverse; 
snd  when  the  lad  Antonio  withheld  him,  by  throw- 
ing his  arms  around  him,  he  turned  on  the  guide  with 
the  fury  of  a  bear  which  had  been  robbed  of  her  cubs. 
"Unhand  me,  base  jpeasant,"  he  exdairoed,  "or 
thou  diest  on  the  spot ! 

"Alas!"  said  the  poor  boy,  dropping  on  his  knees 
before  him,  "I  too  have  a  father!" 
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'  The  appeal  weot  to  the  heart  of  the  traveller,  who 
inatantly  let  the  lad  go.  and  holding  up  his  hands,  and 
lifting  hia  eyes  towards  heaven,  said,  in  accents  of 
thedeepest  agony,  mingled  with  devont  resignation, 
**  fiai  vohmlas  hta!—he  was  ray  last  and  loveliest, 
■nd  b^t  beJoved  and  most  worthy  of  my  love ;  and 
yonder,"  he  added,  "yonder  over  the  glen  soar  the 
birds  of  prey,  who  are  to  feast  on  his  yoong  blood.— 
But  I  will  see  him  once  more,"  exclaimed  the  mise- 
rable parent,  as  the  huge  camon  vulture  floated  past 
him  on  the  thick  air,—"  1  will  see  my  Arthur  once 
more,  ere  the  wolf  and  the  eagle  mangle  him— I  will 
see  all  of  him  that  earth  still  holds.  Detain  me  not 
—but  abide  here,  and  watch  me  as  I  advance.  If  I 
fall,  as  is  most  likely,  I  change  you  to  take  the  sealed 
papers,  which  you  will  find  in  the  valise,  and  carrv 
them  to  the  person  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  with 
the  least  possible  delay.  There  is  money  enough  in 
the  purse  to  bury  me  with  my  poor  boy,  and  to  cause 
masses  be  said  for  our  souls,  and  yet  leave  you  a  rich 
recompeivse  for  your  journey." 

The  honest  Swiss  lad,  obtuse  in  his  understanding, 
but  kind  and  fiuthful  in  his  disposition,  Uobbered  as 
his  employer  spoke,  and,  afraid  to  ofler  farther  re- 
monstrance or  opposition,  saw  his  temporary  master 
prepare  himsdf  to  traverse  the  same  ntal  precipice. 
over  the  veige  of  which  his  ill-fated  son  had  seemed 
to  pass  to  the  fate  which,  with  all  the  wildness  of  a 
parent's  anguish,  his  father  was  hastening  to  share. 

Suddenly  there  was  heanl  from  beyond  the  fatal 
angle  from  which  the  mass  of  stone  had  been  dis- 
jAwied  by  Arthur's  rash  aseent,  the  loud  hoarse  sound 
of  one  of  those  huge  horns  made  out  of  the  spoils  of 
the  nnu,  or  wild  bull,  of  Switzerland,  which  in  an- 
cient times  announced  the  terrors  of  the  charge  of 
these  mountaineers,  and,  indeed,  served  them  in  war 
inst^ul  of  all  musical  instruments. 

"*  Hold,  sir,  hold  f  exclaimed  the  Orison,  "  yonder 
is  a  signal  from  GSeierstein.  Some  one  will  presently 
come  to  our  asaistanoe,  and  show  us  the  safer  way  to 
seek  for  your  son— And  look  yon— at  yon  green  bush 
that  is  ghmmering  throu^  the  mist.  Saint  Antonio 
preserve  me,  as  I  see  a  white  cloth  displayed  there ! 
It  is  just  beyond  the  point  where  the  rock  telL" 

The  father  endeavoured  to  fix  his  eyes  on  the  soot, 
but  they  filled  so  fast  with  tean^  that  they  could  not 
discern  the  object  which  the  guide  pointed  out.— "It 
is  all  in  vain,"  he  said,  dashing  the  tears  from  his 
eyea— "I  shall  never  see  more  ofnim  than  his  lifdess 
remains !" 

"  You  will— you  will  see  him  in  life  f  said  the  Gii- 
son,  "  Saint  Antonio  wills  it  so— See,  the  white  cloth 
waves  again !" 

"  Some  remnant  of  his  garments,"  said  the  des- 
pairing father,—"  some  wretched  memorial  of  his 
fate.--No,  my  eyes  see  it  not— I  have  beheld  the  fall 
of  my  house— would  that  the  vultures  of  these  ctags 
had  rather  torn  them  from  their  sockets!" 

"Yet  look  again,"  saki  the  Swiss;  "the  ck»ih 
hangs  not  loose  upon  a  bough— I  can  see  that  it  is 
raisM  on  the  end  of  a  staff,  and  is  distinctly  waved 
to  and  fro.  Your  son  makes  a  signal  that  he  is  safe." 

"And  if  it  be  so^"  said  the  traveller,  clasping^ bis 
hands  together,  "  blessed  be  the  ejres  that  see  it,  and 
the  tongue  that  tells  it!  If  we  find  my  son,  and 
find  him  alive^  this  day  shall  be  a  lucky  one  for.  thee 
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Nay,"  answered  the  lad,  "I  only  ask  that  you 
will  abide  still,  and  act  by  counsel,  and  I  will  hold 
myself  quit  for  my  sendees.  Only,  it  il  not  creditable 
to  an  honest  lad  to  have  people  lose  themsdves  by 
their  own  wilfidness ;  for  the  blame,  after  all,  is  sure 
to  fall  upon  the  guide,  as  if  he  could  prevent  old  Pon- 
tms  from  shaking  the  mist  from  his  brow,  or  banks 
of  earth  fitHO  slippiag  down  into  the  valley  at  a  time, 
or  young  harebrained  gallants  from  walking  upon 
precipices  as  narrow  as  the  edge  of  a  knife,  or  mad- 
men, whose  gray  hain  might  make  them  wiser,  from 
drawing  daggera  like  bravos  in  Lombaidy." 

Thus  the  guide  ran  on,  and  in  that  vem  he  might 
have  long  continued,  for  Seignor  Philipeon  heard 
him  not  Each  throb  of  his  pulse,  each  thought  of 
bis  heart,  was  directed  towards  the  object  which  the 
lud  referred  to  as  a  signal  of  his  son^  safety.     He 


became  at  length  satisfied  that  the  signal  was  ida- 
ally  waved  by  a  human  hand;  andj  as  eager  ia  the 
glow  of  revivine  hope,  as  he  had  oi  late  been  vaaim 
me  influence  of  desperate  grief,  he  again  prepsml  for 
the  attempt  of  advancing  towards  ois  sen,  sad  u- 
sisting  him,  if  possible,  in  regaining  a  place  oiubtf. 
But  the  entreaties  snd  reiterated  assmanoes  of  n 
guide  induced  him  to  pause. 

"  Are  you  fit,"  he  said,  "  to  go  on  the  crag?  Cio 
you  repeat  yourCrodo  and  Ave  without  nuMnior 
misplacing  a  word  1  for  without  that,  oar  old  nien  117 
your  neck,  had  you  a  score  of  thein,  would  be  ia  din- 
ger.—Is  your  eye  clear,  and  your  feet  firm?— I  ttew 
the  one  streams  like  a  fountain,  and  the  other  ahakei 
like  the  aspen  which  overhangs  it !  Rfset  here  li 
those  arrive  who  are  far  more  able  to  give  your  Mi 
help  than  either  you  or  1  are.  I  judge  by  the  fiubifla 
of  nis  blowing,  that  yonder  is  the  horn  of  the  Good- 
man of  Oeieretein,  Arnold  Biederman.  He  toi 
seen  your  son's  danger,  and  is  even  now  pnrnaaf 
for  his  safety  and  oura.  There  are  cases  m  wfaiei 
the  aid  of  one  stranger,  well  acquainted  with  the 
country,  is  worth  that  of  three  brotbeia,  who  kw 
not  the  crags."  .      .     ,„     , 

"  But  if  yonder  horn  really  sounded  a  s«nal,"  ■■ 
the  traveller,  "how  chanced  it  that  my  sou  npbcd 
notr  .   , 

"  And  if  he  did  so.  as  is  most  likely  he  did,"  imed 
the  Orison,  "  how  shookl  we  have  heard  hun  1  The 
bugle  of  Uri  itself  sounded  amid  these  horribkdini 
of  water  and  tempest  like  the  reed  of  a  sbephevd  Imr; 
'and  bow  think  you  we  should  hear  the  balloo  oti 
man  7" 

"Yet,  methinks,"  said  Seignor  Pfaihpsoo,  ''Ids 
hear  something  amid  this  roar  of  elemeou  whidi  i> 
like  a  human  voice— but  it  is  not  Arthur's." 

"I  wot  well,  no,"  answered  the  Orison ;  "ibatiei 
woman's  voice.  The  maidens  will  cuumie  a^ 
each  other  in  that  manner,  from  cliff  to  clifii  thioagb 
storm  and  tempest,  were  there  a  mile  between."  { 

"Now,  Heaven  be pFsised  for  this  providential re>     1 
lief!"  said  Seimior  Philipson  ;  '*  I  trast  we  ihiO  jei 
see  this  dreadful  day  safely  ended.    I  will  halloo  ie 
anawer." 

He  attempted  to  do  so,  but  inexperienced  in  theut 
of  making  himself  heaiti  in  such  a  country,  hepiuii- 
ed  his  voice  in  the  same  key  with  that  of  toe  roar  of 
wave  and  wind ;  so  that,  even  at  twenty  yards  froo 
the  place  where  he  was  speaking,  it  must  hsfchee^ 
totslly  indistinguishable  from  that  of  the  denesiil 
war  around  them.  The  lad  smiled  at  his  pauon'a  b- 
e&ctual  attempts,  and  then  raised  his  voioe  hjawa 
in  a  high,  wild,  and  prolonged  scream,  whidi,  wUe 
produced  with  apparently  much  less  efibrt  disa  w 
of  the  Englishman,  was  nevertheless  a  diitinci 
sound,  separated  from  othere  by  the  key  to  vhidi  11 
was  piiched,  and  was  probably  awUble  to  a  Hiyaa* 
siderable  distance.  It  was  presently  answand  bf 
distant  cries  of  the  same  nature,  whicngradaaflf  9- 
proached  the  platform,  bringing  renovated  keve  to 
the  anxioua  traveller. 

If  tho  distress  of  the  father  rendered  his  oooditioa  a 
object  of  deep  compassion,  that  of  the  soil  at  tbeoai 
moment  was  sufiSciently  perilous.  We  nave  ilnMF 
stated,  that  Arthur  Philipson  had  oommenoed  hie  pre- 
carious journey  along  the  predpioe,  with  all  the  ooet 
ness,  resolution,  and  unshaken  determinationof  moo. 
which  waa  most  essential  to  a  task  where  all  not 
depend  upon  firmnera  of  nerve.  Bat  the  fonnidiUe 
accident  which  checked  his  onward  progresi^  watof 
a  character  so  dreadful,  as  made  him  feel  alltbebrt* 
temess  of  a  death,  instant,  horrible,  and,  as  it  seeBd. 
inevitable.  The  aolid  rock  had  tranwled  asd  RSi 
beneath  his  footsteps,  and  although,  by  an  efibrt  la- 
ther mechanical  than  volimtaiy,  ne  bad  withdiavi 
himself  from  the  instant  ruin  attending  its  deaenL 
he  felt  as  if  the  better  part  of  him,  his  finnnew.f 
mind  and  strength  of  body,  had  been  rent  awaym 
the  descending  rock,  aa  it  fell  thundering,  with  ckMi 
of  dust  and  smoke,  into  the  torrents  and  whiikaa^ 
of  the  vexed  gulf  beneath.  In  frict,  the  seamss  swat 
from  the  deck  of  a  wrecked  weasel,  dreoched  n  the 
waves,  and  battered  against  the  rocks  on  the  ahon 
does  not  differ  more  from  the  samemariiur.  whsi«it 
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the  Gonmeiicenient  of  the  gale,  he  stood  upon  the 
deck  of  hie  fayoiirite  shia  proud  of  her  strength  and 
his  own  dexterity,  than  Arthur,  when  commencing 
his  journey,  from  the  same  Arthur,  while  cHnging  to 
the  decayed  trunk  of  an  old  tree^  from  wbicn.  sus- 
pended between  heaven  and  earth,  he  saw  the  fall  of 
the  crag  which  he  bad  so  nearly  accompanied.  The 
efiects  of  hie  terror,  indeed,  were  physical  as  well  as 
moral,  for  a  thousand  colours  played  before  his  eyes ; 
ha  was  attacked  by  a  sick  dizziness,  and  depriyed  at 
once  of  the  obedience  of  those  Umbs  which  had 
hitherto  served  him  so  admirably;  his  arms  and 
hands,  as  if  no  longer  at  his  own  command,  now 
dung  to  the  branches  of  the  tree,  with  a  cramp-like 
tenacity  over  which  he  seemed  to  possess  no  power, 
and  now  trembled  in  a  state  of  such  complete  nerv- 
ous relaxation,  as  led  him  to  fear  that  they  were  be- 
ooroing  unable  to  support  him  lonfrer  in  his  position. 

An  mcident,  in  itself  trifling,  added  to  the  distress 
occasioned  by  this  alienation  of  his  powers.  All  liv- 
ings things  in  the  neighbourhood  had,  as  mwht  be  sup- 
posed, been  startledoy  the  tremendous  fall  to  which 
US  progress  had  given  occasion.  Flights  of  owls, 
hats,  and  other  binls  of  daikness,  compiled  to  he- 
take  themselTes  to  the  air,  had  lost  no  time  in  return- 
ing into  their  bowere  of  ivy,  or  the  harbour  afforded 
them  by  the  rifts  and  holes  oif  the  neighbouring  rocks. 
One  oT  this  ill-omened  flight  chanced  to  be  a  1am- 
mer-f^ier,  or  Alpine  vulture,  a  bird  larger  and  more 
voraaoos  than  the  eagle  himself,  and  which  Arthur 
had  not  been  accustomed  to  see,  or  at  least  to  look 
upon  closely.  With  the  instinct  of  most  birds  of 
pier,  it  is  the  custom  of  this  creature,  when  gorged 
wicn  food,  to  assume  some  station  of  inaccessible  se- 
curity, and  there  remain  stationary  and  motionless 
for  days  together,  till  the  work  of  digestion  has  been 
aocomptished,  and  activity  returns  with  the  pressure 
of  appedto.  Disturbed  from  such  a  state  or  repose, 
one  oif  these  terrific  birds  had  risen  from  the  ravine  to 
which  the  species  gives  ite  name,  and  having  circled 
nnwillingly  round,  with  a  ghastly  scream  and  a  flag- 
ging wing,  it  bad  sunk  down  upon  the  pinnacle  of  a 
arms,  not  four  yards  from  the  tree  in  which  Arthur 
held  his  precarious  stetion.  Although  still  in  some 
degree  siupified  by  torpor,  it  seemed  encouraged  by 
the  motionless  state  of  the  voung  man  to  suppose 
him  dead,  or  dying,  and  sat  tnere  and  gazed  at  him, 
withoot  aiaplayinjg  any  of  that  apprehension  which 
the  flsiceet  animals  usually  entertain  from  the  vicinity 
of  man. 

As  Arthur,  endeavourins  to  shake  on  the  incapaci- 
tating eflecte  of  his  panic  tear,  raised  his  eyes  to  look 
gradually  and  cautiously  around,  he  encountered  those 
of  the  voracious  and  obscene  biid,  whose  head  and 
neck  denuded  of  feathers,  her  eyes  surrounded  by  an  uis 
of  an  oranga  tawny  colour,  and  a  position  more  hori- 
zontal than  erect,  distinguished  her  as  much  from  the 
noble  carriage  and  graceful  proportions  of  the  eagle, 
as  those  of  the  lk>n  place  him  in  the  ranks  of  creation 
above  the  gaunt,  ravenous,  grisly,  yet  dastard  wolf. 

As  if  arrested  by  a  charm,  the  eyes  of  young  Philip- 
soo  temaiimd  bent  on  this  iu-omened  and  Ul-favonied 
bird,  without  his  having  the  power  to  remove  them. 
Tbe  apprehension  of  dangers,  ideal  as  well  as  real, 
weighed  upon  his  weakened  mind,  disabled  as  it  was 
bythe  circumstances  of  his  situation.  The  near  ap- 
proach of  a  creature,  not  more  loathsome  to  the  hu- 
man race,  than  averse  to  come  within  their  reach, 
sssmsd  as  ominoua  as  it  was  unusual.  Why  did  it 
gaze  on  him  with  such  glaring  eamestneMiprojecring 
Its  diagnsting  form,  as  if  presently  to  alight  upon  his 
parson  1  The  foul  bird,  was  she  the  demon  of  the 
place  to  which  her  name  referred  1  and  did  she  come 
to  exnlt,  that  an  intruder  on  her  haunts  seemed  in- 
volved amid  their  perila,  with  little  hope  or  chance  of 
deUverenoe  1  Or  was  it  a  native  vulture  of  the  rocks, 
whose  sa^city  foresaw  that  the  rash  traveller  was 
soon  destined  to  become  its  victim  1  Could  the  crea- 
mro,  whose  senses  are  said  to  be  so  aciite,  argue  from 
drcumatanoes  the  stranger's  approachiuR  death,  and 
wait,  like  a  raven  or  hooded  crow  by  a  dying  sheep, 
for  tne  earliest  opportunity  to  commence  her  ravenous 
^  banquet  1  Was  he  doomed  to  fed  its  beak  and  talons 
bcfors  bis  heart's  blood  should  cease  to  beat  7    Had 


the  awe  which 
inspires 


he  slready  lost  the  dignity  of  humanity,  the  aw 
the  bein^  formed  in  the  image  of  his  Maker, 
into  all  inferior  creatures  7 

Apprehensions  so  painfiil  served  more  than  all  that 
reason  could  suggest,  to  renew  in  some  degiree  the 
elasticity  of  the  young  man's  mind.  By  waving  his 
handkerchief,  usuift  however,  the  greatest  precaution 
in  his  movements,  he  succeeded  m  scaring  the  vulture 
from  his  vicinitv.  It  rose  from  its  resting-place, 
screaming  harshly  and  dolefully,  and  sailecT  on  its 
ezpanded^pinions  to  seek  a  place  of  more  undisturbed 
repose,  while  the  adventurous  traveller  felt  a  sensible 
pleasure  at  being  relieved  of  its  disgusting  presence. 

With  more  collected  ideas,  the  yonne  man,  who 
could  obtain,  from  his  position,  a  partiaiview  of  the 
platform  he  had  left,  endeavoured  to  testify  his  safety 
to  his  father,  by  displayina,  as  high  as  he  could,  the 
banner  by  which  be  had  chased  oil*  the  vulture.  Like 
them,  too^  he  heard,  but  at  a  less  distance,  the  bunt 
of  the  great  Swiss  tiorn,  which  seemed  to  announce 
some  near  succour.  He  replied  by  shouting  and  waving 
his  flsA  to  direct  assistance  to  the  spot  where  it  was 
so  much  required ;  and,  recalling  his  faculties,  which 
had  almost  deserted  him,  he  laboured  mentally  to 
recover  hope,  and  with  hope  the  means  and  motive 
for  exertion. 

A  faithful  Catholic,  he  eageriy  recommended  himself 
in  prayer  to  our  Lady  orEinsiedlen,  and,  making 
vowa  of  propitiation;  besought  her  intercession,  thst 
he  might  be  delivered  from  his  dreadful  condition.— 
"  Or,  gracious  Lady  1"  he  concluded  hia  orison,  "  if  it 
is, my  doom  to  lose  my  life  like  a  hunted  fox  amidst 
this  savage  wilderness  of  tottering  crags,  restore  st 
least  my  natural  sense  of  patience  and  courage^  and 
let  not  one  who  has  lived  like  a  man,  though  a  ainfiil 
one.  meet  death  like  a  timid  hare  V* 

Having  devoutly  recommended  himself  to  that  Pro- 
tectreaa,  of  whom  the  lesends  of  the  Catholic  Church 
form  a  picture  so  amiaDie,  Arthur,  though  every  nerve 
atiU  shook  with  his  late  agiteUon,  and  his  heart 
throbbed  with  a  violence  that  threatened  to  suffocate 
him,  turned  his  thoughts  and  observatmns  ~to  the 
means  of  effecting  his  escape.  But,  aa  he  looked 
around  him,  he  became  more  and  more  sensible  how 
much  he  waa  enervated  by  the  bodily  injuries  and  the 
mental  agony  which  he  had  sustained  during  his  late 
peril.  He  could  not,  by  any  effort  of  which  he  was 
capable,  fix  his  giddy  and  bewildered  eyes  on  tbe  scene 
around  him ;— they  seemed  to  reel  till  the  landscape 
danced  along  with  them^  and  a  motley  chaos  of 
thickets  and  tall  cliffe,  which  interposed  between  him 
and  the  ruinous  Csstle  of  Geieretein,  mixed  and 
whirled  round  in  such  confusion,  that  nothing,  save 
the  consciousness  that  such  an  idea  was  the  sugges- 
tion of  partial  insanity,  prevented  him  from  throwing 
himself^  from  the  tree,  as  if  to  |oin  the  wild  dance  to 
which  his  disturbed  brain  had  mven  motion. 

"Heaven  be  my  protection  r  said  the  unfortunate 
young  man,  closing  his  eyes,  in  hopes,  by  abstracting 
himself  from  the  terron  of  his  situation,  to  compose 
his  too  active  imagination,  "  my  senses  are  abandon- 
ing me !" 

He  became  still  more  convinced  that  thia  waa  the 
case,  when  a  female  voice,  in  a  high-pitohed  but  emi- 
nently musical  accent,  was  heard  at  no  great  distance, 
aa  if  calling  to  hiuL  He  opened  his  eyes  once  more, 
raised  his  head,  and  looked  towards  the  place  from 
whence  the  sounds  seemed  to  come,  tboupi  far  from 
being  certain  that  they  exiated  saving  in  his  own  dis- 
ordered imagination.  The  vision  which  appeared 
had  almost  confirmed  him  in  the  opinkm  that  his  mind 
was  unsettled,  and  his  senses  in  no  state  to  serve  him 
accurately. 

Upon  the  very  summit  of  a  pyramkiical  rock  that 
rose  out  of  the  depth  of  the  valley,  was  seen  a  fen^ale 
figure,  so  obscuted  by  mist,  thai  only  the  outline 
could  be  traced.  The  form,  reflected  against  tbe  sk^, 
appeared  rather  the  undefined  lineamenta  of  a  matt 
than  of  a  mortal  maiden  j  for  her  person  Memed  as 
light,  and  scarcely  more  opaone,  than  the  thm  cloud 
that  surrounded  her  pedestal.  Arthur's  firet  beuef 
was,  that  the  Virgin  had  heard  his  vows,  and  had 
descended  in  person  to  his  rsscue;  and  he  waa  about 
to  recite  his  Ave  Maria,  when  the  voice  agam  called 
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to  him  with  the  lingular  shrill  modulation  of  tha 
mountain  halloo,  by  which  the  natives  of  the  Alps 
ean  hold  conference  with  each  other  from  one  moun- 
tain ridse  Jp  another,  acroaa  ravines  of  great  depth 
and  width.  ... 

While  he  debated  how  to  address  this  unexpected 
apparition,  it  disappeared  from  the  point  which  it  at 
first  occupied,  and  presently  after  became  a^in  visi- 
ble, perched  on  the  cliff  out  of  which  projected  the 
tree  in  which  Arthur  had  taken  refiige.  Her  per- 
sonal appearance,  as  well  as  her  dress,  made  it  then 
apparent  that  she  was  a  maiden  of  these  mountains, 
familiar  with  their  dangerous  paths.  He  saw  that 
a  beautiful  young  woman  stood  before  him.  who  re- 
garded him  with  a  mixture  of  jnty  and  wonder. 

"  Stranger,"  she  at  length  said,  "  who  are  you,  and 
whence  come  you  7" 

"lama  stranger,  maiden,  as  you  Justly  term  me," 
answered  the  youna  man,  raising  himseu  as  well  aa 
he  could.  "  I  left  Lucerne  ihia  morning,  with  my 
father,  and  a  glide.  I  parted  with  them  not  three  fur- 
longs from  hence.  May  it  please  you,  gentle  maiden, 
to  warn  them  of  my  safety,  for  I  know  my  lather 
will  be  in  despair  upon  my  account  T" 

"Willingly,"  said  the  maiden;  "but  I  think  my 
unde,  or  some  one  of  my  kinsmen,  must  have  al- 
ready found  them,  and  will  prove  faithful  guides. 
Can  I  not  aid  you  1— are  you  wounded— are  you 
hurt?  We  were  alarmed  by  the  fall  of  a  rock— ay, 
and  yonder  it  lies,  a  mass  of^no  ordinary  size." 

As  the  Swiss  maiden  spoke  thusi  she  approached 
so  close  to  the  verge  of  the  precipice,  and  looked  with 
such  indifference  into  the  gulf,  that  the  sympathy 
which  connects  the  actor  and  spectator  upon  such 
occasions  brought  back  the  sickness  and  vertigo 
from  which  Arthur  had  just  recovered,  and  he  sunk 
back  into  his  former  more  recumbent  posture  with 
something  like  a  faint  groan. 

"You  are  then  illl^  said  the  maiden,  who  ob- 
served him  turn  pale—"  Where  and  what  is  the 
harm  you  have  received  ?" 

"None,  gentle  maiden,  saving  some  bruises  of 
little  import;  but  my  head  turns,  and  my  heart 
grows  sick,  when  I  see  you  so  near  the  verge  of  the 

"  is  that  all  ?"  replied  the  Swiss  maiden.  "  Know, 
stranger,  that  I  do  not  stand  on  my  uncle's  hearth 
with  more  security  than  I  have  stood  upon  precipices, 
compared  to  which  this  is  a  child's  leap.  You,  too, 
stranger,  if,  as  I  judge  from  the  traces,  you  have 
come  along  the  edse  of  the  precipice  which  the 
earth-slide  hath  laid  bare,  ought  to  be  far  beyond 
auch  weakness,  since  surely  you  must  be  well  entitled 
to  call  yourself  a  cragsman." 

"  I  migh  t  have  called  myself  so  half  an  hour  since," 
answered  Arthur ;  "  but  I  think  I  shall  hardly  venture 
to  assume  the  name  in  future." 

"Be  not  downcast,"  said  his  kind  adviser,  "for 
a  passing  qualm,  which  will  at  times  cloud  the  spirit 
and  dazzle  the  eyesight  of  the  bravest  and  most 
experienced.  Raise  yourself  upon  the  trunk  of  the 
tree,  and  advance  closer  to  the  rock  out  of  which  it 
grows.  Observe  the  place  well  It  is  easy  for  you, 
when  you  have  attained  the  lower  part  ot  the  pro- 
jecting stem,  to  gain  by  one  bold  step  the  solid  rock 
upon  which  I  stand,  after  which  there  is  no  danger 
or  difiiculty  worthy  of  mention  to  a  young  man, 
whose  limbs  ire  whole,  and  whose  courage  is  active." 

"My  hmbs  are  indeed  sound,"  replied  the  youth; 

but  I  am  araained  to  think  how  much  my  courage 
18  broken.  Yet  I  will  not  disgrace  the  interest  you 
have  taken  in  an  unhappy  wanderer,  by  listemng 
longer  to  the  dastardly  suggestions  of  a  feeling, 
which  nil  lo-dav  has  been  a  stranger  to  my  bosonu" 

The  maiden  looked  on  him  anxiously,  and  with 
much  interest,  ss,  raising  himself  cautiously,  and 
moving  along  the  trunk  of  the  tree,  which  lay  nearly 
horizontal  from  the  rock,  and  seemed  to  bend  as  he 
changed  his  posture,  the  youth  at  length  stood  op- 
nght,  within  what,  on  level  ground,  had  been  but 
an  extended  stride  to  the  cUff^on  which  the  Swiss 
maiden  stood.  But  instead  of  being  a  step  to  be 
taken  on  the  level  and  firm  earth,  it  was  one  which 
must  cross  a  dark  abyss,  at  the  bottom  of  which  a 


kHTsnt  aufgsd  and  boiled  with  mcndiUs  ferr.  Ar- 
thur'a  koeos  knocked  against  eaeh  other,  miaa 
became  of  lead,  and  aeeined  no  longer  at  hie  tarn- 
mand;  and  he  experienoedi  in  a  stronav  dne 
than  ever,  that  unnerving  mfluenoe,  wmeh  mm 
who  have  been  overwhelmed  by  it  in  a  sitnatioa  «f 
hke  peril  never  can  forget,  and  which  othen^  k*- 
pily  strangers  to  its  power,  mny  have  diflkalty  esn 
in  comprehending. 

The  young  woman  discerned  his  eoMMieQ,  ui 
foresaw  its  probable  conaeqnenoea.  As  the  odgr 
mode  in  her  power  to  restore  his  ooofidenoe^  at 
q>rung  lightly  from  the  rock  to  the  stem  of  thsiie^ 
on  which  she  alighted  with  the  ease  and  seesntriK 
a  bird,  and  in  the  same  inataatback  to  thec]iff|  mt 
extending  her  hand  to  the  atran^er,  "My  arm,"  m 
said,  "is  but  a  slight  balustrade ;  yet  do  Sot  sM»  te> 
ward  with  resolution,  and  yon  wiU  find  it  as  i 
as  the  battlement  of  Berne."  But  ahame  now 
came  temor  so  much,  that  Arthur,  declining 
ance  which  he  oould  not  have  aoospled  v 
feeling  lowered  in  his  own  eyes,  took  heart  of  pso^ 


and  soeoesalully  achieved  the  fonnadaUe  mm  wbMfe 
'         '  diff  with  hkbBd  st- 


placed  him  upon  the 
sistant. 

To  seize  her  hand  and  raise  it  to  his  Upa,  in  tSm- 
tionate  token  of  gratitnde  and  respect,  was  naimlf 
the  yotttlx's  first  action ;  nor  was  it  poaaiblefer,  tM 
maiden  to  have  prevented  him  from  doings 
assuming  a  c(agreeof  prudery  foreign  to  her  < 
and  oocaaimung  a  ceramonioos  daonie  iimmi  a 
of  no  great  eonsequenca  where  the  scene  of 
was  a  rodi  scarce  five  teet  long  bj  three  in  widik 
and  which  looked  down  upon  a  torrent 
some  hondred  feet  below. 


CHAPTRR  IIL 

Coned  be  the  cold  and  lilvcr,  wbi^ . 

W«ak  nan  to  lollow  fkr  fkticaioff  tniite. 
Tha  lily,  ^naea,  oatdiinM  tlia  nlvi 
And  lue  u  deawr  Chan  the  gotdm 

T9t  money  tempta  iw  o'er  thm  dtm, .  ^. 

To  9rwj  diftantmart  and  waalthy  town. 

JZuiea,  arfta ' 


Aannm  Phiupson,  and  Anne  off  Ocisrsteifl,  th« 
placed  togetherin  a  situation  which  bionfi^t  thsniids 
the  ck>aest  possible  contiguity,  fell  a  sligfat  degne  of 
embamasment ;  the  young  man,  doobtles^  mm  tk» 
fear  of  being  judged  a  poltron  in  the  eves  of  tie 
maiden  by  whom  he  had  been  reacned,  and  the  yoag 
woman,  perhaps,  in  consequence  of  the  exsrtieaihi 
had  maiM^  or  a  sense  of  beinx  placed  saddealyis  t 
situation  of  such  proximity  to  the  youth  whose  nsihi 
had  probably  aaved. 

"And  now,  maklen."  said  Arthur,  **!  mret nim 
to  my  fother.  The  lin  which  I  owe  to  yov  anirt' 
ance,  can  scarce  be  called  wetoome  to  nie^  wsifm  I 
am  permitted  to  hasten  to  his  rsscne." 

He  was  here  interrupted  by  another  bughMMti 
which  seemed  to  oome  m>m  tne  qnarter  in  whiikikt 
elder  Philipson  and  his  gaids  hnd  been  kftbyihii 
young  and  daring  companion.  Arthur  looked  ■  thU 
direction :  but  the  platform,  whidi  he  had  am  bit 
imperfectly  from  the  tree,  when  he  was  perched  is 
that  place  of  refuge^  waa  mvisible  fiam  the  reek  fls 
which  they  now  stood. 

"  It  would  cost  me  nothing  to  step  beck  on  joaim 
root,"  said  the  young  woman,  "  to  spy  fnm  thflMt 
whether  I  could  see  aught  of  your  fiisoda.  But  I  sb 
convinced  they  are  under  aarar  gddenee  thaa  cithff 
yoon  or  mine ;  for  the  horn  announeeo  tlwt  my  «mIi^ 
or  Bome  of  my  young  kinsmen,  have  reached  lhai> 
They  are  by  tms  time  on  their  way  to  the  OiiuilWi 
to  which,  with  your  permission,  I  wiU  beosae  year 
guide;  for  you  may  be  aasured  that  my  unde  Aim* 
will  not  allow  you  to  pass  farther  to-day:  and  ^ 
shall  but  lose  time  by  endeavouring  to  find  J9t 
frisnds,  who^  situsted  where  yon  say  you  left  1M 
will  reach  the  Geieretam  sooner  than  we  ahatt.  Fv- 
low  me,  then,  or  I  most  suppose  yon  vreary  of  ■? 
guidance." 

"  Sooner  suppose  me  weary  of  the  lift  wbieb  for 
guidance  has  m  all  probability  aaired,"  nplisd  Arm 
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and  prepared  to  attend  her ;  at  the  eame  linoe  taking 
a  view  of  her  dress,  and  person,  which  confirmed  the 
satisfaction  he  had  in  following  such  a  copductori  and 
which  we  shall  take  the  liberty  to  detail  somewhat 
more  minutely  than  he  could  do  at  that  time. 

An  upper  vest,  neither  so  close  as  to  display  the 
person,  a  habit  forbidden  by  the  sunoptuarv  laws  of 
the  canton,  nor  so  loose  as  to  be  an  incamorance  in 
walking  or  climbing,  covered  a  close  lunic  of  a  difiei^ 
eot  colour,  and  come  down  beneath  the  middle  of  the 
kg.  but  suffered  the  ankle^n  all  its  fine  nroportioaa, 
to  oe  completely  visible.  The  foot  was  defended  by 
a  sandal,,tne  point  of  which  was  turned  upwards,  and 
the  crossings  and  knots  of  the  strings,  which  secured 
it  on  the  fiont  of  the  leg,  were  garnished  with  silver 
rings.  The  upper  vest  was  gathered  round  the  mid- 
dlel>y  a  sash  of  party-coloured  silk,  ornamented  with 
twitted  threads  of  gold ;  while  the  tunic,  open  at  the 
throat,  permitted  the  shape  and  exquisite  whiteness  of 
a  well-formed  neck  to  be  visible  at  the  collar,  and  for 
an  inch  or  two  beneath.  The  small  portion  of  the 
throat  and  bosom  thus  exposed,  was  even  more  bril- 
liantly foir  than  waa  promised  by  the  countenance, 
which  lai^t  bore  some  marks  of  having  been  freely  ex- 
posed to  the  sun  end  air,  by  no  means  ui  a  degree  to 
diminiah  its  beauty,  but  just  so  far  as  to  show  that  the 
maiden  possessed  the  health  which  is  purchssed  by 
habits  ox  rural  exercise.  Her  long  fair  hair  fell  down 
in  a  profusion  of  curls  on  each  side, of  a  face,  whose 
bhie  eyesi  lovely  features,  and  dignified  simplicity  df 
expression,  implied  at  once  a  character  of  gentleness, 
and  of  the  self-relying  resolution  of  a  mmd  too  vir- 
tuous to  suspect  evil,  and  too  noble  to  foar  it.  Above 
these  locks,  oeauty's  natural  and  most  beseeming  or- 
nament—or rather.  I  should  say.  amongst  them— was 
placed  the  small  bonnet,  which,  from  its  size,  little 
answered  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  head,  but  served 
to  exercise  the  in^nuity  of  the  lair  wearer,  who  had 
not  failed,  according  to  the  prevailing  custom  of  the 
mountain  maidens,  to  decorate  the  tiny  cap  with  a 
heron's  feather,  and  the  then  unusual  luxury  of  a 
amall  and  thin  chain  of  gold,  long  enough  to  encir- 
cle the  cap  four  or  five  times,  and  having  the  ends 
secured  under  a  broad  medal  of  the  same  costly 
metal. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  stature  of  the  young 
penon  was  something  above  the  common  size^  and 
that  the  whole  contour  of  her  form,  without  being  in 
the  slightest  degiee  mascuUne,  resembled  that  of  Mi- 
nerva, rather  than  the  proud  beauties  of  Juno,  or  the 
yielding  graces  of  Venus.  The  noble  brow,  the  well- 
ranneaand  active  limbs,  the  firm  and  ^et  light  step— - 
above  all,  the  total  absence  of  any  thing  resembhng 
the  oonsdousneas  of  personal  beauty,  and  the  open 
and  candid  look,  which  seemed  desirous  of  knowing 
nothing  that  was  hidden,  and  conscious  that  she  her- 
self had  nothing  to  hide,  were  traits  not  unworthy  of 
thegoddess  of  wisdom  and  of  chastity. 

Tne  road  which  the  young  Englishman  pursued, 
noder  the  guidance  of  this  beautOul  young  woman, 
was  difficult  and  unequal,  but  could  not  be  termed 
dangerous,  at  least  in  comparison  to  those  precipices 
over  which  Arthur  had  recently  passed.  It  wa&,  in 
CKt,  a  continuation  of  the  path  which  the  slip  or  slide 
of  earth,  so  often  mentioned,  had  interrupted;  and 
uthouf^  it  had  sustained  damage  in  several  places  at 
the  period  of  the  same  earthquake,  yet, there  were 
Boans  of  these  having  been  already  repaired  in  such 
a  rode  manner  as  made  the  way  sufficient  for  the  ne- 
cessary intercourse  of  a  people  so  indifferent  as  (he 
Swiss  to  smooth  or  level  paths.  The  maiden  also 
gave  Arthur  to  understand,  that  the  present  road  took 
a  circuit  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  that  on  which  he 
was  lately  travelling,  and  that  if  he  and  his  compa- 
nions hsa  turned  ofTat  the  place  where  this  new  track 
united  with  the  old  pathway,  they  would  have  escaped 
the  danger  which  had  attended  their  keeping  the  road 
by  the  verge  of  the  precipice. 

The  path  which  they  now  pursued  was  rather  a  vert- 
ed from  the  torrent  though  still  within  hesring  of  its 
■ulen  thunders,  which  seemed  to  increase  aa  they 
ascended  parallel  to  its  course,  till  suddenly  the  road, 
turning  snort,  and  directing  itself  straight  upon  the 
Pld  csstle,  brought  them  within  sight  of  one  of  the 


most  splendid  and  awful  scenes  of  that  moantainoua 
remon. 

The  ancient  tower  of  Geierstein,  though  neither  ta- 
tensive,  nor  distinguished  by  architectunl  ornament, 
possessed  an  air  of  terrible  dignity  by  its  position  on 
the  very  verge  of  the  opposite  bank  of  the  torrent, 
which,  just  at  the  angle  of  the  rock  on  which  the 
ruins  are  situated,  fails  sheer  over  a  cascade  of  neatly 
a  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  then  rushes  down  the 
defile,  through  a  trough  of  living  rock,  which  perhsps 
its  waves  have  been  deepening  since  time  itself  had  a 
commencement.  Facing,  and  at  the  some  time  look- 
ing down  upon  this  eternal  roar  of  waters,  stood  the 
old  tower,  built  so  close  to  the  verge  of  theprcdptce, 
that  the  hattressefr  with  which  the  architect  had 
strengthened  the  foundation,  seemed  a  part  of  the 
solid  rock  itself^  and  a  continuation  of  its  perpendi- 
cular ascent.  As  usual  throughout  Europe  m  the 
feudal  timea,  the  principal  part  of.  the  building  waa 
a  massive  souare  pile,  the  decayed  summit  of  which 
was  rendered  picturesque,  by  flanking  turrets  of  dif- 
ferent sizes  and  heights,  some  rounds  some  angular, 
some  ruinous,  some  tolerably  entiriB,  varying  the 
outline  of  the  building  as  seen  against  the  stormy 
sky. 

A  projecting  sallyport,  descending  by  a  flight  of 
steps  from  the  tower,  had  in  former  times  given  ac- 
cess to  a  bridge  connecting  the  castle  with  that  side 
of  the  strAim  on  which  Arthur  Philipson  and  his  fair 
guide  now  stood.  A  single  arch,  or  rather  one  rib  of 
.an  arch,  consisting  of  single  stones,  still  remained, 
and  spanned  the  nver  immediately  in  fh>nt  of  the 
waterfall.  In  former  times  this  srch  had  served  for 
the  support  of  a  wooden  drawbridge,  of  more  conve- 
nient breadth,  and  of  such  length  and  weight  as  must 
have  been  rather  unmanageable^  had  it  not  hem 
lowered  on  some  aoHd  resting  place.  It  is  trae,  the 
device  was  attended  with  this  inconvenience,  that 
even  when  the  drawbridge  was  up,  there  remained  a 
possibility  of  approaching  the  castle  gate  by  means  of 
this  narrow  rib  of  stone.  But  as  it  was  not  above 
eighteen  inches  broad,  and  could  only  admit  the 
daring  foe  who  should  traverse  it,  to  a  doorway,  re- 
gularly defended  by  gate  and  portcullis,  and  having 
flanking  nirrets  and  projectiona^  from  which  stones^ 
darts,  melted  lead,  and  scalding  water,  might  be 
poured  down  on  the  soldiery  who  should  venture  to 
approsch  Geierstein  by  this  precarious  access,  the 
possibility  of  such  an  attempt  was  not  considered  as 
diminishing  the  security  of  the  garrison. 

In  the  time  we  treat  o£  the  castle  being  entirely 
ruined  and  dismantled,  ana  the  door,  drawbridge,  and 
portcullis  gone,  the  dilapidated  gateway,  and  the  slen- 
der  arch  which  connected  the  two  sides  of  the  stream, 
were  used  as  a  means  of  communication  between  the 
banks  of  the  river,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, whom  habit  had  familiarized  with  the  dan- 
gerous nature  of  the  passage. 

Arthur  Phihpson  had,  in  the  mean  time,  like  sgpod 
bow  when  new  strung,  regained  the  elasticity  of  feel- 
ing and  character  which  was  natural  to  him.  It  was 
not  indeed  with  perfect  composure  that  he  followed 
his  guide,  as  she  tripped  UghUyover  the  narrow  arch, 
composed  of  rugged  stones,  and  rendered  wet  and 
slippery  with  the  perpetual  drizzle  of  the  mist  issuing 
from  the  neighbouring  cascade.  Nor  was  it  without 
ammhension  (hat  he  found  himself  peribrming  thw 
perilous  feat  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  waterfall 
Itself,  whose  deafening  roar  he  could  not  exclude  from 
his  ears,  though  he  took  care  not  to  turn  his  head 
towards  its  terrors,  lest  his  brain  should  again  be  diz- 
zied by  the  tumult  of  the  waters  as  (hey  shot  forward 
from  the  precipice  abova  and  plunged  themselves 
into  what  seemed  the  fathomless  golf  below.  But 
notwithstanding  these  feelings  of  agitation,  the  na- 
tural« shame  to  show  cowardice  where  a  beautiful 
young  female  exhibited  so  much  indifference,  and  the 
desire  to  regain  his  character  in  the  eyes  of  his  guide, 
prevented  Arthur  from  again  giving  way  to  the  apmd- 
ling  feelings  by  which  he  had  been  overwhelmed  a 
short  time  before.  Stepping  firmly  on,  yet  csutioosly 
supporting  himself  with  his  piked  staf^  he  traced  the 
light  footsteps  of  his  guide  slong  the  bridge,  of  dread, 
and  followed  her  through  the  ruined  sallyport  to 
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which  thet  taoended  by  stain  which  were  equally 
diiapidatea. 

The  gateway  admitted  them  into  a  maaa  of  ruins, 
former^  a  sort  of  court-yard  to  the  donjon,  which 
rose  in  gloomy  dignity  above  thd  wreck  of  what  had 
been  works  destined  wr  external  defence,  or  buildings 
for  internal  accommodation.  They  quicklv  passed 
throush  these  ruins,  over  which  vegetation  had  thrown 
a  wild  mantle  of  ivy,  and  other  creeping  shrubs,  and 
issued  from  them  through  the  main  gate  of  the  castle 
into  one  of  those  spots  in  which  Namre  often  embo- 
soms  her  sweetest  charms,  in  the  midst  of  districts 
chiefly  characterized  by  waste  and  desolation. 

The  Castle  in  this  aspect  also  rose  considerably 
above  the  neighbouring  ground,  but  the  elevation  of 
the  site,  which  towaras  the  torrent  was  an  abrupt 
rock,  was  on  this  side  a  steep  eminence,  which  had 
been  scarped  like  a  modem  glacis,  to  render  the 
building  more  secure.  It  was  now  covered  with 
young  trees  and  bushes,  out  of  which  the  tower  itself 
seemed  to  rise  in  ruined  dignity.  Beyond  this  hang- 
ing thicket  the  view  was  ofa  very  different  character. 
A  piece  of  ground,  amounting  to  more  than  a  hundred 
acres,  seemed  scooped  out  of  the  rocks  and  moun- 
taina,  which,  retaining  the  same  savage  character 
with  the  tract  in  which  the  travellers  hsd  been  that 
morning  bewildered,  enclosed,  and  as  it  were  defend- 
ed, a  limited  space  of  a  mild  and  ferule  character. 
The  suiface  of  this  little  domain  was  considerably 
varied,  but  its  general  aspect  was  a  gentle  slope  to 
the  soutl^-west. 

The  pnncipal  object  which  it  presented  was  a  large 
house  composed  of  huge  loga  without  any  pretence 
to  form  or  symmetry,  out  indicating,  by  the  smoke 
which  arose  from  it,  as  well  as  the  extent  of  the 
neighbouring  oflices.  and  the  improved  and  cultivated 
character  of  the  fields  around,  that  it  was  the  abode, 
not  of  splendour  certainly,  but  of  ease  and  compe- 
tence. An  orchard  of  thriving  fruit-trees  extendi  to 
the  southward  of  the  dweUing.  Groves  of  walnut 
and  chestnut  grew  in  stately  array,  and  even  a  vine- 
yard, of  three  or  four  acres,  showed  that  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  grape  was  understood  and  practised.  It  is 
now  universal  in  Switzerland,  but  was,  in  those  early 
days,  almost  exclusively  confined  to  a  few  more  for- 
tunate proprietors,  who  had  the  rare  advantage  of 
uniting  intelligence  with  opulent  or  at  least  easy  cir- 
cumstances. 

There  were  fair  ranges  of  pasture-fields,  into  which 
the  fine  race  of  cattle  which  constitute  the  pride  and 
wealth  of  the  Swiss  mountaineers,  had  been  brought 
down  from  th^  more  Alpine  grazings  where  they  had 
fed  during  the  summer,  to  be  near  shelter  and  protec- 
tion when  the  autumnal  storms  might  be  expected. 
On  some  selected  spota^  the  lambs  of  the  last  season 
fed  in  plenty  and  secunty,  and  in  others,  huge  trees, 
the  natural  growth  of  the  soil,  were  sufiered  to  re- 
main, from  motives  of  convenience  probably,  that 
they  might  be  at  hand  when  timber  was  required  for 
domesuc  use,  but  giving,  at  the  same  time,  a  woodland 
character  to  a  scene  otherwise  agricultural.  Thnaigh 
this  mountain-paradise  the  course  of  a  small  brook 
might  be  traced,  now  showing  itself  to  the  sun,  which 
had  by  this  time  dispelled  the  fogs,  now  intimating 
its  course,  by  its  gently  sloping  banks,  clothed  in 
some  places  with  lofty  trees,  or  concealing  itself  under 
thickets  of  hawthorn  and  nut  bushes.  This  stream, 
by  a  devious  and  gentle  course,  which  seemed  to  in- 
dicate a  reluctance  to  leave  this  quiet  region,  found  its 
way  at  length  out  of  the  sequestered  domain,  and,  like 
a  youth  hurrymg  from  the  gay  and  tranquil  sports  of 
boyhood  into  the  wild  career  of  active  life,  finally 
united  itself  with  the  boisterous  torrent,  which,  break- 
ing down  tumultuously  from  the  mountains,  shook 
the  ancient  Tower  of  Geientein  as  it  rolled  down  the 
adjacent  rock,  and  then  rushed  howling  through- the 
defile  in  which  our  youthful  traveller  had  weunigh 
lost  his  life. 

Eager  as  the  younger  Philipson  was  to  rejoin  his 
father,  he  could  not  help  pausing  for  a  moment  to 
wonder  how  so  much  beauty  should  be  found  amid 
such  scenes  of  horror,  and  to  look  back  on  the  Tower 
of  Geieratein,  and  on  the  huge  cliff  from  which  it  de- 
rived its  name,  as  if  to  ascertain,  by  the  sight  of  these 


distinguished  landmarka,  that  he  was  actoaUTinthi 
neighbotirhood  of  the  savage  wild  where  be  had  en- 
countered so  much  dangn'  and  terrar.  TetsoBs^ 
row  were  the  limits  of  this  cultivated  ferm,  that  it 
hardly  required  such  a  retrospect  to  satisfv  the  tg»- 
tator  that  the  spot  susceptible  of  human  inanstiy,  ud 
on  which  it  seemed  that  a  oooaiderable  degree  <f 
labour  had  been  bestowed,  bore  a  very  small  propor- 
tion to  the  wilderness  in  which  it  was  sitnatel  It 
was  on  all  sides  surrounded  by  lofry  hills,  in  soav 
places  rising  into  walls  of  rock,  in  others  dothed 
with  dark  and  savage  forests  of  the  pine  and  tiw 
laroh,  of  primeval  antiquity.  Above  thesa  from  tbe 
eminence  on  which  the  tower  was  aitiiated,  ooidd  ba 
seen  the  almost  rosy  hue  in  which  an  immenae  |^ 
cier  threw  back  the  son ;  and,  still  higher  ow  fh 
frozen  surface  of  that  icy  sea,  arose,  in  silent  digmtr. 
the  pale  peaks  of  those  countless  inoiuitaiaa,  on  windi 
tbe  snow  eternally  rests. 

Who  t  we  have  taken  some  time  to  describe, oecopiad 
young  Philipson  only  for  one  or  two  harried  minata; 
for  on  a  sloping  lawn,  which  was  in  front  of  the  fana- 
house,  as  the  mansion  might  be  properly  styled,  he 
saw  five  or  nx  persons,  the  foremost  <^  whom,  fnm 
his  gait,  his  dress,  and  the  form  of  his  ca|^  he  eooU 
easily  distinguish  as  the  parent  whom  he  nanfly  O' 
peeled  at  one  time  to  have  again  beheld. 

He  followed,  therefore,  his  conductress  with  a  |lad 
step,  as  she  led  the  way  doMm  the  ateep  ascent  os 
which  tbe  ruined  tower  was  sitnated.  Thef  9' 
,  proached  the  group  whom  Arthur  bad  DOtaDea,  m 
foremost  of  which  was  his  father,  who  hastily  eaiv 
forward  to  meet  him,  in  company  with  another  p«> 
aoiL  of  advanced  age,  and  suture  well  nigh  gigastit 
and  who,  from  his  simple  yet  majestic  bearing;  aaeoM 
the  worthy  countryman  of  William  Tell,  Stanfharba; 
Winkelried.  and  other  Swiss  worthiea,  whose  mm. 
hearts  and  hardy  arms  had,  in  the  preceding  age,  via- 
dicated  against  countless  hosts  their  penonal  liberie, 
and  the  independence  ot  their  country. 

With  a  natural  courtesy,  as  if  to  spare  the  feiher  aad 
son  many  witnesses  to  a  meeting  which  must  be  ti- 
tended  with  emotion,  the  Landamnum  himselC  ia 
walking  forward  with  the  elder  Philipaon,  signed  to 
those  by  whom  he  was  attended,  all  of  whom  seenad 
young  men,  to  remain  behind :— They  rfmained  a^ 
cordingly,  examining,  as  it  seemed,  thesmdeADtoBiok 
upon  the  adventures  of  the  strangers.  Anne,  the  eon* 
ductress  of  Arthur  Philipson,  hd  but  tinoe  to  say  ts 
\  ^im,  '*  Yonder  old  man  ia  ray  uncles  Amokl  Kedsh 
maiL  and  these  young  men  are  my  kinsmen,"  wkca 
the  former,  with  the  elder  travella>,  were  doae  balat 
them.  The  Landamman,  with  the  same  piopiietyrf 
feeling  which  he  had  before  displayed,  aigned  to  Ui 
niece  to  move  a  little  aside;  yet  while  reqninngfiaB 
her  an  account  of  her  morning's  ezpeditioa.  ki 
watched  the  interview  of  the  father  and  son  witkai 
much  curiosity  as  his  natural  sense  of  complainBei 
permitted  him  to  testify.  It  wss  of  a  characterdifir* 
ent  from  what  he  had  expected. 

We  have  already  deacnbed  the  elder  Philipaoo  u  t 
father  devotedly  attached  to  his  son,  ready  to  redi  oa 
death  when  he  had  expected  to  lose  him,  and  eqaaBr 
overjoyed  at  heart,  doubtless,  to  see  him  again  iiisiMW 
to  his  affections.  It  might  have  been  merefeie  c^ 
pected,  that  the  father  and  son  would  have  noW 
into  each  other's  arms,  and  such  probably  was  iht 
Bcene  which  Arnold  Biederman  expected  to  haw 
witneased. 

But  the  English  traveller,  in  common  with  wtm,^ 
his  countrymen,  covered  keen  andquidc  fiBeKagiviik 
much  appearance  of  coldness  and  rejseirn  sad 
thought  it  a  weakneas  to  give  unlimited  sway  evta 
to  the  influence  of  the  most  amiable  and  most  naci- 
ral  emotions.  Eminently  handsome  in  youth,  bi 
countenance,  still  fine  in, his  more  advanced  yesia 
had  an  expression  which  intimated  an  anwflliiikiH0 
either  to  yield  to  pasaon  or  enoourage  confkfaiff 
Hia  pace,  when  he  firet  beheld  his  son,  had  \tm 
quickened,  by  the  natural  wish  to  meet  him ;  bat  b 
slackened  it  as  they  drew  near  to  each  other,  aM 
when  they  met,  aaid  in  a  tone  rather  of  ocname  aid 
admonition  than  affection,— "  Arthur,  may  thai 
forgive  the  paio  thou  haat  this  day  givwi  me.** 
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"Amen,"  said  tho  youth.  "I  must  need  panlon 
RDce  I  havemven  you  pain.  Dclieye,  however,  that  I 
acted  for  the  beat.'' 

"It  is  well,  Arthur,  that  in  acting  for  the  best,  ac- 
cording to  vour  forward  will,  you  have  not  encountered 
the  worst." 

**Tfaat  I  have  not,"  answered  the  son,  with  the 
same  devoted  and  patient  submission,  "  is  owing  to 
this  maiden,"  pointmg  to  Anne,  who  atlxxi  at  a  few 
paces'  distance,  desirous  perhaps  of  avoiding  to  wit- 
ness the  reproof  of  the  father,  whicb  might  seem  to 
ber  rather  ill-timed  and  unreasonable. 

**  To  the  maiden  my  thanks  shall  be  rendered,"  said 
his  father,  "when  1  can  study  how  to  pav  them  in  an 
adequate  manner ;  but  is  it  well  or  comely,  think  you, 
that  vou  should  receive  from  a  maiden  tne  succour 
whicQ  it  is  your  duty  as  a  man  to  extend  to  the  weaker 
sezl" 

Arthur  held  down  hia  head  and  blushed  deeply, 
while  Arnold  Biederman,  sympathizing  with  his 
feelings,  stepped  forward  and  mingled  m  the  con- 
versation. 

"Never  be  abashed,  my  voung  guest,  that  you  have 
been  indebted  for  aught  oi  counsel  or  sssistance  to  a 
maiden  of  Unterwaiden.  Know  that  the  freedom  of 
their  country  owes  no  less  to  the  firmness  and  wisdom 
of  her  daughters  than  to  that  of  her  sons.— And  you, 
my  elder  guests,  who  have,  I  judge,  seen  many  years, 
and  various  lands,  must  have  often  known  examples 
how  the  strong  are  saved  by  the  help  of  the  weak,  the 
proud  by  the  aid  of  the  humble." 

"I  have  at  least  learned,"  said  the  Englishman,  "  to 
d^ts  no  point  unnecessarily  with  the  nost  who  has 
kindlv  harboured  me ;"  and  after  one  glance  at  his  son, 
which  seemed  to  kindle  with  the  fondest  affection,  he 
resumed,  as  the  party  turned  back  towards  the  house, 
a  conversation  whicti  ho  had  been  maintaining  with 
his  new  acouaintance  before  Arthur  and  the  maiden 
had  joined  tnem. 

Arthur  had  in  the  mean  time  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
serving the  figure  and  features  of  their  Swiss  land- 
brd,  which,  I  have  already  hinted,  exhibited  a  priine- 
val  simplicity  mixed  with  a  certain  rude  dignity,  aris- 
ing out  of  Its  masculine  and  unaffected  character. 
The  dress  did  not  greatly  differ  in  form  from  the  habit 
of  the  female  which  we  have  described.  It  consisted 
of  an  upper  frock,  shaped  like  the  modem,  shirt,  and 
oalv  open  at  the  bosom,  worn  above  a  tunic  or  under 
doublet  But  the  man's  vest  was  considerably  shorter 
in  the  akirts,  which  did  not  cohio  lower  down  than 
the  kilt  of  tne  Scottish  Hishlander;  a  species  of 
boots  or  buskins  rose  above  the  knee,  and  the  person 
was  thus  entirely  clothed.  A  bonnet  made  of  the  fur 
of  the  marten,  and  garnished  with  a  silver  medal, 
was  the  only  part  oi  the  dress  which  displayed  any 
thing  like  ornament ;  the  broad  belt  which  gathered 
the  garment  together,  was  of  buff  leather,  secured  by 
a  large  brass  buckle.  , .   , 

But  the  figure  of  him  who  wore  this  homely  attire, 
which  seemed  almost  wholly  composed  of  the  fleeces 
of  the  mountain  sheep,  ana  the  spoils  of  animals  of 
the  chase,  would  have  commanded  respect  wherever 
the  wearer  had  presented  himsclil  especially  in  those 
waiiike  days,  when  men  were  judged  of  according  to 
the  promismg  or  unpromising  quauties  of  their  thews 
and  sinews.  To  those  who  looked  at  Arnold  Bieder- 
man in  this  point  of  view,  he  displayed  the  size  and 
form,  the  broad  shoulders  and  prominent  muscles,  of 
a  Hercules.  But  to  such  as  looked  rather  at  his 
countenance,  the  steady  sagacious  featuresi  open 
front,  large  blue  eyes,  and  deboerate  resolution  which 
it  expressed,  more  resembled  the  character  of  the 
fabled  King  of  Qoda  and  Men.  He  was  attended  by 
several  sons  and  relativeeu  young  men,  among  whom 
ha  walked,  receiving,  as  his  undeniable  due,  respect 
and  obedience,  aimilar  to  that  which  a  herd  of  deer 
are  observed  to  render  to  the  monarch  stag.  . 

While  Arnold  Biederman  walked  and  spoke  with 
the  elder  stnuiRer,  the  young  men  seemed  closely  to 
scrutinize  Arthur,  and  occasionally  interrogated  m 
whispers  their  relation  Anne^  receiving  from  her  brief 
aad  impatient  answers,  which  rather  excited  than 
aijpeased  the  vein  of  merriment  in  which  the  moun- 
taineers indulged,  very  much,  as  it  seemed  to  the 


young  Englishman,  at  the  expense  of  thoir  guest.  To 
feel  himself  exposed  to  derision  was  not  softened  by 
tho  reflection,  that  in  such  a  society,  it  would  proba- 
bly be  attached  to  all  who  could  not  tread  on  the  edn^ 
of  a  precipice  with  a  step  as  firm  and  undismayed  as 
if  they  walked  tho  street  of  a  city.  However  un- 
reasonable ridicule  may  be,  it  is  slways  unpleaaing  to 
be  subjected  to  it,  but  more  particularly  is  it  distress- 
ing to  a  young  man,  where  beauty  is  a  listener.  It 
was  some  consolation  to  Arthur  that  he  thought  the  • 
maiden  certainly  did  not  enjoy  the  jest,  and  seemed 
by  word  and  look  to  reprove  the  rudeness  of  her  com- 

K anions ;  but  d^is  he  feared  was  only  from  a  sense  of 
umanity. 

"  She,  too,  must  despise  me,"  he  thought,  "though 
civility,  unknown  to  these  ill-taught  boors,  has  ena- 
bled her  to  conceal  contempt  under  the  guiae  of  pity. 
She  can  but  judge  of  me  from  that  which  she  has 
seen—if  she  could  know  me  better,"  (such  was  his 
proud  thought,)  "she  might  perhaps  rank  me  more 
highly." 

As  the  travellers  entered  the  habitation  of  Arnold 
Biederman,  they  found  preparations  made  in  a  large 
apartment^  which  served  the  purpose  of  general  ac- 
commodation, for  a  homely  but  plentiful  meal.  A 
glance  round  the  wall  showed  the  implements  of 
agriculture  and  the  chase ;  but  the  eyes  of  the  elder 
Pnilipson  rested  upon  a  leathern  coraelet,  a  long  heavy 
halberd,  and  a  two-handed  sword,  which  were  dis- 
played as  a  sort  of  trophy.  Near  these,  but  covered 
with  dust,  unfiirbished  and  neglected,  hung  a  helmet, 
with  a  visor,  such  as  was  used  by  knights  and  men- 
avarms.  The  golden  garland,  or  coronal  twisted 
around  it,  though  sorely  tarnished,  indicated  noble 
birth  and  rank ;  and  the  crest,  which  was  a  vulture 
of  the  species  which  gave  name  to  the  old  castle  and 
its  adjacent  cUff,  suggested  various  conjectures  to  the 
English  guest,  who,  acquainted  in  a  jsreat  measure 
with  the  history  of  the  Swiss  revolution,  made  tittle 
doubt  that  in  this  relic  he  saw  some  trophy  of  the 
ancient  warfare  between  the  inhabitants  of  these 
1  fountains,  and  the  feudal  lord  to  whom  they  had  of 
yore  appertained. 

A  summons  to  the  hospitable  board  disturbed  the 
train  of  the  English  merchant's  reflections ;  and  a 
large  company,  comprising  Ae  whole  inhabitants  of 
every  description  that  lived  under  Biederman's  rooi^ 
sat  down  to  a  plentiful  repast  of  goat's  flesh,  fish, 
preparations  of  milk  of  various  kinds,  cheese,  aiidi 
for  the  upper  mas&  the  venison  of  a  young  chamois. 
The  Landamman  himself  did  the  honoura  of  the  table 
with  great  kindness  and  simplicity,  and  urged  the 
strangere  to  show,  by  their  appetite,  that  they  thought 
themselves  as  welcome  as  he  desired  to  make  them. 
During  the  repast,  he  carried  on  a  conversation  with 
his  elder  guest,  while  the  younger  people  at  tablcLaa 
well  as  the  menials,  ate  in  modesty  and  silence.  Ere 
the  dinner  was  finished,  a  figuje  crossed  on  the  out- 
side of  the  large  window  which  lighted  the  eaung 
hall,  the  sight  of  which  seemed  to  pccanon  a  hvely 
sensation  amongst  such  as  observed  it. 

"  Who  passed!"  said  old  Biederman  to  those  seated 
opposite  to  the  window. 

''It  is  our  cousin.  Rudolph  of  Donnerhugel,"  an- 
swered one  of  Arnold's  sons  eagerly. 

The  annunciation  seemed  to  give  great  pleasure  to 

.the  younger  part  of  the  company,  especially  the  sons 

'of  tne  Landamman ;  while  the  head  of  the  family 

only  said  with  a  grave,  calm  voice,— "  Your  kinsnaan 

is  welcome— tell  him  so,  and  let  him  come  hither." 

Two  or  three  arose  for  this  purpose,  as  if  there  had 
been  a  contention  among  them  who  should  do  the 
honours  of  the  house  to  the  new  guest  He  entered 
presently ;  a  young  man,  unusually  talL  well-propor- 
tioned and  active,  with  a  quantity  of  dark-brown 
locks  curiing  around  his  face,  together  with  miwiaches 
of  the  same,  or  rather  a  still  darker  hue..  His  cap 
was  small  considering  the  quantity  of  his  thickly 
clustering  hair,  and  rather  might  be  said  to  banjs 
upon  one  side  of  his  head  than  to  cover  it.  His 
clothes  were  of  the  same  form  and  general  fashion 
as  those  of  Arnold,  but  made  of  much  finer  cloth, 
the  manufacture  of  the  Gterman  loom,  and  ornament- 
ed in  a  rich  and  fanciful  manner.    One  sleeve  of  his 
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vi^  was  dark  green,  cariouely^  laced  and  embroidered 
with  devices  in  silver,  while  the  rest  of  the  garment 
was  scarlet  His  sash  was  twisted  and  netted  with 
gold,  and  besides  answering  the  purpose  of  a  belt, 
by  securing  the  U|;»per  garment  round  his  waist,  sus- 
tained a  suver-huteij  *>oniard.  His  finery  was  com- 
pleted by  boots,  the  tips  of  which  were,  so  long, as 
to  turn  imward  with  a  peak,  after  a  prevailing  fashion 
in  the  Middle  Ages.  A  golden  chain  hung  round 
his  neck,  and  sustained  a  large  medallion  of  the  same 
metal. 

This  young  gallant  was  instantly  surrounded  by 
the  race  of  Biederman,  among  whom  he  appeared 
to  be  considered  as  the  model  upon  which  the  Swiss 
youth  ought  to  build  themselves  and  whose  gait, 
opiuions,  dress,  and  manners,  all  ought  to  follow, 
who  would  keep  pace  with  the  fashion  of  the  day. 
io  which  he  reigned  an  acknowledged  and  unrivalled 
example. 

By  two  persons  in  the  company,  however,  it  seem- 
ed to  Arthur  Philipaon,  that  this  youn^  man  was 
received  with  less  distinguished  marks  ofregard  than 
those  with  which  he  was  hailed  by  the  general  voice 
of  the  youths  present  Arnold  Biederman  himself 
was  at  least  no  way  warm  in  welcoming  the  young 
Bernese,  for  such  was  Rudolph's  country.  The 
yoimg  man  drew  from  his  bosom  a  sealed  packet, 
which  he  delivered  to  the  Landamman  with  aemon- 
strations  of  great  respect,  and  seemed  to  expect 
that  Arnold,  when  he  had  broken  the  seal  and  pe- 
rused the  contents,  would  say  something  to  him  on 
the  subject.  But  the  patriarch  onlv  bade  him  be 
seated,  and  partake  of  their  meal,  ana  Rudolph  found 
a  place  accordingly  next  lo  Anne  of  Geierstein.  which 
was  yielded  to  him  by  one  of  the  sons  of  Arnold  with 
ready  courtesv. 

It  seemed  also  to  the  observant  voung  Engliahman, 
that  the  new  comer  was  received  with  marked  cold- 
ness by  the  maiden,  to  whom  he  appeared  eager  and 
solicitous  to  pay  his  compliments,  by  whose  side  he 
had  contrived  to  seat  himself  at  the  well.-furnished 
board,  and  to  whom  be  seemed  more  anxious  to  rer 
commend  himself^  than  to  partake  Of  the  food  whicn 
it  offered.  He  observed  the  gallant  whisper  her,  and 
look  towards  him.  Anne  gave  a  very  brief  reply,  but 
one  of  the  young  Biedermans,  who  sat  on  his  other 
hand,  was  probably  more  communicative,  as  the 
youths  both  laughed,  and  the  maiden  again  seemed 
disconcerted,  and  blushed  with  displeasure. 

"  HadI  either  of  these  sons  of  the  mountain,"  thought 
young  Philipson,  "  upon  six  yards  of  level  green- 
sward, if  there  be  so  much  flat  ground  in  this  country, 
methinks  I  were  more  likely  to  spoil  their  mirth,  than 
to  furnish  food  for  it  It  is  as  marvellous  to  see  such 
conceited  boors  under  the  same  roof  witli  so  courteous 
and  amiable  a  damsel,  as  it  would  be  to  see  one  of 
thor  shaggy  bears  dance  a  rigadoon  with  a  maiden 
like  the  daughter  of  our  host  Well«  I  need  not  con- 
cern myself  more  than  I  can  help  about  her  beauty  or 
their  breeding,  since  morning  will  separate  me  from 
them  for  ever. 

As  these  reflections  passed  through  the  young 
guest^s  mind,  the  fother  of  the  family  called  for  a  cup 
of  wine,  and  having  required  the  two  strangers  to 
pledge  him  in  a  maple  cup  of  considerable  siie,  he 
sent  a  similar  goblet  to  Rudolph  Donnerhugel.  "Yet 

SDU,"  he  said,  "kinsman,  are  used  to  more  highly 
avoured  wine  than  the  half-ripened  grapes  of  Geier- 
stein can  supply.— Would  you  think  it  sir  merchant'* 
he  continued,  addressing  Philipson,  "there  are  burgh- 
ers of  Berne  who  send  Tor  wine  for  their  own  drink- 
ing both  to  France  and  Germany  T' 

^My  kinsman  disapproves  or  that,"  replied  Ru- 
dolph ;  "  yet  every  place  is  not  blessed  with  vine- 
yanls  like  Geierstein,  which  produces  all  thst  heart 
and  eye  can  desire."  This  was  said  with  a  glance  at 
his  fair  companion,  who  did  not  appear  to  take  the 
compliment,  while  the  envoy  of  Berne  proceeded : 
**  But  our  wealthier  biughers  having  some  superfhi- 
3US  crowns,  think  it  no  extravagance  to  barter  them 
for  a  goblet  of  better  wine  than  our  own  mountains 
can  produce.  But  we  will  be  mors  frugal  when  we 
have  at  our  disposal  tuns  of  the  wine  m  Burgundy, 
for  the  meie  trouble  of  transporting  them.'* 


"How  mean  you  by  thai  oouain  Rudolph T'  and 
Arnold  Biederman. 

"Methinks,  respected  kinsman,"  answend  iW 
Bemesei  "your  letters  must  have  told  yoathatov 
Diet  is  likely  to  declare  war  against  Buigandy  T' 

"  Ah  7  and  you  know  then  the  contents  of  my  tat- 
ters ?"  saki  Arnold ;  "  another  maik  how  times  ■■ 
changed  at  Berne  and  with  the  Diet  of  SwitaerisDi 
When  did  all  her  gray-haired  statesmen  die|  that  oar 
allies  should  have  brought  beardless  boys  mto  their 
councils  1" 

"  The  Senate  of  Berne,  and  the  Diet  of  the  Confe- 
deracy." said  the  young  man,  partly  abashed,  partly 
in  vmdication  of  what  he  had  before  apoken,  aUsv 
the  young  men  to  know  their  purposes,  since  it  ii 
they  by  whom  they  must  be  executed.  Hie  bead 
which  thinks,  may  well  confide  in  the  hand  thai 
strikes." 

"Not  till  the  moment  of  dealing  the  blow,  yaia| 
man,"  said  Arnold  Biederman,  sternly.  '^Whatkioi 
of  counsellor  is  he  who  talks  loosely  the  secreti  d 
stste  affairs  before  women  and  atrangers?  Go,Rs- 
dolph,  and  all  of  ye,  and  try  by  manly  exerdsa 
which  is  best  fitted  to  serve  your  country^thtr  diao 
give  your  judgment  upon  her  meaaurea. — ^BobL  yossc 
man,"  be  continued,  addressing  Arthur,  who  hai 


srisen,  "  this  does  not  apply  to  you,  who  are 
to  mountain  travel,  and  require  rest  after  it" 

"  Under  your  favour,  sir,  not  so,"  aakl  the  mia 
stranger;  we  hold  in  England,  that  the  best  n- 
fieshment  after  we  have  been  exhausted  by  oos  spe- 
cies of  exercise,  is  to  betake  ourselves  to  another;  si 
riding,  for  example,  afifords  more  relief  to  one  faiigod 
by  walking,  than  a  bed  of  down  would.  So,  if  jo« 
youoK  men  will  permit,  my  son  will  join  their  eier- 
cises. 

"  He  will  find  them  rough  plsymaCea^"  answend 
the  Switzer  i  "  but  be  it  at  your  pleasare.^* 

The  young  men  went  out  aooonlin|djr  to  theopea 
lawn  in  front  of  the  house.  Anne  of  Oeierstein.  asd 
some  females  of  the  household,  sat  down  on  a  bank 
lo  judge  which  performed  best,  and  shouts,  load 
laughing,  and  all  that  announces  the  xiot  otjamak 
spints  occupied  by  manly  sports,  was  soon  after  heiM 
by  the  two  seniors,  as  they  sat  together  in  the  halL 
Tlie  master  of  the  house  resumed  the  wine-flask,  and 
having  filled  the  cup  of  his  guest,  poured  the  remaii- 
dcr  into  his  own. 

"  At  an  age,  worthy  stranger,'*  he  said,  "  when  dv 
blood  grows  colder,  and  the  feelings  heavier,  a  aiode> 
rate  cup  of  wine  brings  back  light  thot^ghts,  and 
makes  the  limbs  supple.  Yet,  I  almost  wish  that 
Noah  had  never  planted  the  grape,  when  of  li» 
years  I  have  seen  with  my  own  eyes  my  coantryoMB 
swill  wine  like  very  Germans,  till  tney  were  lifci 
goiged  swine,  incapable  of  sense,  thooght,  or  bm- 
tion." 

"  It  is  a  vice,"  aaid  the  Engliahman, "  which  I  bsw 
observed  sains  ground  in  your  country,  where  wilhis 
a  century  I  have  heard  it  was  totally  unlmown.'* 

"  It  was  so,"  said  the  Swiss,  "  for  wine  was  seUn 
msde  at  home,  and  never  imported  from  abroad ;  ht 
indeed  none  possessed  the  means  of  purchasing  tbit 
or  aught  else,  which  our  vallejrs  produce  not.  Botev 
wsrs  and  our  victories  have  gained  us  wealth  as  well 
aa  fame ;  and  in  the  poor  thoughts  of  one  Switierst 
least,  we  hsd  been  better  without  both,  had  wt  aet 
also  gained  liberty  by  the  same  exertion.  It  is  soiae> 
thing,  however,  that  commeroe  ma^  occasiooaJlr 
send  into  our  remote  mountains  a  sensible  visiter  life 
yourself^  worthy  guest,  whose  diaoonrse  shows  hrai 
to  be  a  man  of  sagacity  and  discernment ;  for  tfaoogk 
I  love  not  the  increasing  taste  for  triidiets  and  gev* 
gaws  which  you  merchants  intioduocL  yet  I  acknov* 
ledge  that  we  simple  rooimtameers  learn  from  nes 
like  you  more  of  the  world  around  us,  than  we  oook 
acquue  by  our  own  exertions.  You  are  bound,  yoa 
say,  to  Bale,  and  thence  to  the  Duke  of  Baigiinoy'i 
leaguer  T' 

'VI  am  so,  my  worthy  host"— said  the  merchsat, 
"that  is  provkiing  I  can  perform  my  jomney  witk 
safew." 

"Your  aafety,  good  friendL  may  be  assorad  if  yss 
list  to  tany  lor  two  or  three  dayai  Ibr  in  that  ipsesl 
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afaall  myself  take  the  journey;  and  with  such  an  escort 
as  will  prevent  anv  nek  of  danger.  You  will  find  in 
me  a  sure  and  fiiitnful  guide,  and  I  shall  learn  from 
you  much  of  other  countries,  which  it  concerns  me 
to  know  better  than  I  do.    Is  it  a  bargain  Y* 

"The  proposal  is  too  much  to  mv  advantage  to  be 
refused,"  saki  the  Englishman ;  "out  may  I  ask  the 
purpose  of  your  journey  7" 

"I  chid  yonder  boy  but  now."  answered  Bieder- 
man,  **for  speaking  on  public  anairs  without  redec- 
tioD,  and  before  the  whole  family :  but  oar  tidinsss  and 
my  errand  need  not  be  concealed  from  a  considerate 
person  like  you,  who  must  indeed  soon  leam  it  from 
poblic  ruraour.  You  know  doubtless  the  mutual 
batral  which  subnsts  between  Louis  XI.  of  France, 
and  Charles  of  Burgundy,  whom  men  call  the  Bold : 
and  having  seen  these  countries,  as  I  understand 
firom  your  former  discourse;  you  are  probably  well 
awars  of  the  Tarious  contending  interests^  which,  be- 
sides the  personal  hatred  of  the  sovereigns,  make 
them  irreconcilable  enemies.  Now  Louis,  whom  the 
world  cannot  match  for  craft  and  subtlety,  is  using 
^  his  influence,  by  distributions  of  lar^e  sums 
amongst  some  of  the  counsellors  of  our  neighbours 
of  Berne,  by  pouring  treasures  into  the  exchequer  of 
that  state  itself^  by  holding  out  the  bait  pf  emolument 
to  the  old  men,  and  encouraging  the  violence  of  the 
youno,  Co  urge  the  Bernese  into  a  war  with  the  Duke. 
Cbanea,  on  the  other  hand,  is  acting,  as  he  frequently 
does,  exactly  as  Louis  could  have  wished.  Our  neigh- 
boars  and  allies  of  Berne  do  not,,  like  us  of  the  Forest 
Cantons,  confine  themselves  to  pasture  or  agriculture, 
but  carry  on  considerable  commerce,  which  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy  has  in  various  instances  interrupted,  by 
the  exactions  and  violence  of  his  officers  in  the  fron- 
tier towns,  as  is  doubtless  well  known  to  you." 

"Unquestionably,"  answered  the  merchant;  ^they 
are  universally  regarded  as  vexatious." 

**  You  will  not  then  be  surprised,  thar,  solicited  by 
the  one  sovereign,  and  agiprieved  by  the  other,  proud 
of  paat  victories,  and  smoitious  of  additional  power, 
Berne  and  the  City  Cantons  of  our  confederacy, 
whose  reprsseotatives,  from  their  superior  wealth  and 
better  education,  have  more  to  say  in  our  Diet  than 
we  of  the  Forests,  should  be  bent  upon  war,  from 
which  it  has  hitherto  happened  that  the  Republic  has 
always  derived  victory,  wealth,  and  increase  of  terri- 


tory. 

*'Ay,  worthy  host,  and  of  glory,"  said  Philipson, 
interrupting  him  with  some  enthusiasm ;  "  I  wonder 


the  cloth-yard  in  my  hand,*  replied  Philipson,  smil- 
ing, "  and  it  may  be  I  am  still  more  partial  to  my 
old  trade  than  wisdom  would  altogether  recom- 
mend." 

"  I  thoiKht  so,"  said  Amojd ;  "  but  then  you  fought 
most  likely  under  your  oountry'b  banners  against  a 
foreign  and  national  enemy;  and  in  that  case  I  wiU 
admit  that  war  has  something  in  it  which  elevates 
the  heart  above  the  du^  sense  it  should  entertain  of 
the  calamity  inflicted  and  endured  by  God's  creatures 
on  each  side.  But  the  warfare  in  which  I  was  en- 
gaged had  no  such  gilding.  It  was  the  miserable 
war  of  Zurich,  where  Switxers  levelled  their  pikes 
against  the  bosoms  of  their  own  countrymen ;  and 
quarter  was  asked  and  refused  in  the  same  kindly 
mountain  langua^se.  From  such  remembrances,  your 
wariike  recollections  are  probably  free." 

The  merchant  hnng  down  his  head  and  pressed  his 
forehead  with  his  hand,  as  one  to  whom  the  most 
painful  thoughts  were  suddenly  recalled. 

"  Alas  I"  he  said,  "I  deserve  to  feel  the  pain  which 
your  words  inflict  What  nation  can  know  the  woes 
of  England,  that  has  not  felt  them— what  eye  can 
estimate  them  which  has  not  seen  a  land  torn  and 
bleeding  with  the  strife  of  two  desperate  factions,  bat- 
tles fought  in  every  province,  plains  heaped  with 
slain,'  and  scaffolds  drenched  in  blood !    Even  in  vour 

2uiet  valleys,  methinks,  you  may  have  heard  or  the 
hvil  Wars  of  England  T* 

"I  do  indeed  bethink  me,"  said  the  Switzer,  "  that 
England  had  lost  her  jpossessions  in  France  during 
many  years  of  bloody  internal  wars  concerning  the 
colour  of 'a  rose— was  it  not?— But  these  are  ended." 
**For  the  present,"  answered  Philipson,  "it  would 
seem  so." 

As  he  spoke,  there  was  a  knock  at  the  door;  the 
master  of  the  house  said  "  Come  in ;"  the  door  open- 
ed, and,  with  the  reverence  which  was  expected  from 
young  persons  towards  their  elders  in  those  pastoral 
regions,  the  fine  form  of  Anne  of  Geieratein  presented 
itself. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

And  now  the  wcllknown  bow  the  muter  boie, 
Tiira'd  on  ell  sides,  and  view'd  it  o'er  and  o'er  ; 
Whilst  sooM  deridinf ,  "  How  be  turns  the  bow  t 
Some  other  like  it  sure  the  man  must  know  .- 
Or  else  would  copy-K>r  in  bows  he  deals ; 
Perhaps  he  makes  them,  or  perhaps  he  steals." 

PopB'fl  Hmtft  Odpsteif. 


not  that  the  brave  youths  of  your  states  are  willing  '    Ths  fair  maiden  approached  with  the  half-bashful 


to  thrust  themselves  upon  new  wars,  since  their  oast 
victories  have  been  so  brilliant  and  so  far  famed. 

**  You  are  no  wise  merchant,  kind  guest,"  answered 
the  host,  "  if  you  regard  success  in  former  desperate 
undertakings  as  an  encouragement  to  future  rash- 
ness. Let  us  make  a  better  use  of  past  victories. 
When  we  fought  for  our  libertiee  God  blessed  our 
arms ;  but  wiline  do  so  if  we  fight  either  for  oggran- 
dixementor  for  the  gold  of  France?" 

"  Your  doubt  is  just,"  said  the  merchant^  more  se- 
dately; "but  suppose  you  draw  the  sword  to  put  an 
end  to  the  vexatious  exactions  of  Burgundy  7" 

"Hear  me,  good  friend,"  anewered  the  Switzer; 
*'  it  may  be  that  we  of  the  Forest  Cantons  think  too 
little  or  those  matters  of  trade,  which  so  much  en- 
gross the  attention  of  the  burghers  of  Berne.  Yet 
we  will  not  desert  our  neighbours  and  allies  in  a  just 
quarrel;  and  it  is  well  nigh  settled  that  a  deputation 
shall  be  sent  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  to  request  re- 
dress. In  this  embassy  the  General  Diet  now  ss^ 
sembled  at  Berne  have  requested  that  1  should  take 
some  share ;  and  hence  the  journey  in  which  I  pro- 
pose that  you  should  accompany  me." 

"  It  will  oe  much  to  my  satisfaction  to  travel  in  ypu# 
company,  worthy  host,"  said  the  Englishman.  "But, 
as  I  am  a  true  man,  methinks  your  port  and  figure 
resemble  an  envoy  of  defiance  rather  than  a  messen- 
ger of  pence." 

"And  I  too  might  say,"  replied  the  Switzer,  "  that 
your  language  and  sentiments,  my  honoured  guest, 
rather  belong  to  the  sword  than  the  measuring 
wand." 

"I  was  bred  to  the  sword,  worthy  sir,  before  I  took 

3H 


half-important  look  which  sits  so  well  on  a  young 
housekeeper,  whea  she  is  at  once  proud  and  ashamed 
of  the  matronly  duties  she  is  called  upon  to  discharge, 
and  whispered  something  in  her  uncle's  ear. 

"  Ami  could  not  the  idle-pated  boys  have  brought 
their  own  errand— what  is  it  they  want  that  they  can- 
not ask  themselves,  but  must  send  thee  to  beg  it  for 
them  I  Had  it  been  any  thing  reasonsble,  I  shoukl 
have  heard  it  dinned  into  my  eare  by  forty  voices,  so 
modest  are  our  Swiss  youths  become  now-a-days." 
She  stooped  forward  and  again  whispered  in  his  ear, 
as  he  fondly  stroked  her  curling  tresses  with  his  am- 
ple hand,  and  replied,  "The  bow  of  Buttisholz,  my 
desr  ?  why  the  youths  surely  are  not  grown  stronger 
since  last  year,  when  nono  of  them  could  bend  it? 
But  yonder  it  hangs  with  its  three  arrows.  Who  is 
the  wise  champion  that  is  challenger  at  a  game 
where  he  is  sure  to  be  foiled  7" 

"It  is  this  gentleman'a  son,  sir,"  said  the  maiden, 
"  who,  not  bemg  able  to  contend  with  my  cousins  in 
running,  leaping,  huriing  the  bar,  or  pitching  the 
stone,  has  cnallenged  them  to  nde,  or  to  shoot  with 
the  English  long-bow."  ^,    «    .      .,  ,.-. 

"To  ride,"  said  the  venerable  Swiss,  were  difn- 
cult,  where  there  are  no  horses,  and  no  level  ground 
to  career  upon  if  there  were.  But  an  Engush  bow  be 
shall  have,  since  we  happen  to  possess  one.  Take  it 
to  the  young  men,  my  niece,  with  the  three  arrows, 
and  say  to  them  from  me,  that  he  who  bends  it  will 
do  more  than  William  Tell,  or  the  renowned  Stauf- 
bacher,  could  have  done."  ^       .l 

As  the  maiden  went  to  take  the  weapon  from  the 
place  where  it  hung  amid  the  group  of  arms  which 
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ICtur.Vt, 


Philipeon  bad  forrnerly  remarked,  the  English  mer- 
chant observed,  **  that  were  the  minstrels  of,  bis 
land  to  assign  ber  occupation^  so  fair  a  maiden 
should  be  bow-bearer  to  none  but  the  little  blind  god 
Cupid." 

'^I  will  have  nothrogof  the  blind  god  Cupid,". said 
Arnold,  hastily,  yet  half  laughing  at  the  same  time  -, 
**  we  have  bee'n  deafened  with  thefoolerv  of  minstrels 
and  strolling  minnesingers,  ever  since  the  wandering 
knaves  have  found  there  were  pence  to  be  gather- 
ed among  us.  A  Swiss  maiden  should  only  sing 
Albert  Iscnudi's  ballads,  or  the  merry  lay  of  the  going 
out  alld  return  of  the  cows  to  and  from  the  moun- 
tain pastures."  ,     , 

While  he  spoke,  the  damsel  had  selected  from  the 
arms  a  bow  of  extraordinary  strength,  considerably 
above  six  feet  in  length,  with  three  shafts  of  a  cloth- 
yard  long.  Philipaon  asked  to  look  at  the  weapons, 
and  examined  them  closely.  "  It  is  a  tough  piece  of 
yew,"  he  said.  "  I  should  know  it.  since  I  nave  dealt 
m  such  commodities  in  my  time ;  but  when  1  was  of 
Arthur's  age,  I  could  have  bent  it  as  easily  as  a  boy 
bends  a  willow." 

**  We  are  too  old  to  boast  like  boys,"  said  Arnold 
Biederman,  with  something  of  a  reproving  glance  at 
his  companion.  "Carry  the  bow  to  thv  kinsmen, 
Anne,  and  let  him  who  can  bend  it,  say  be  beat  Ar- 
nold Biederman."  As  he  spoke,  he  turned  his  eyes 
on  the  spare,  yet  muscular  figure  of  the  Englishman, 
then  again  glanced  down  on  his  own  stately  per- 
son. ' 

"You  must  remember,  good  my  host,"'  said  Philip- 
son,  "that  weapons  are  wielded  not  by  strength,  but 
by  art  and  sleight  of  hand.  What  most  I  wonder  at 
is  to  see  in  this  place  a  bow  made  by  Matthew  Don- 
caster,  a  bowyer  who  lived  at  least  a  hundred  years 
ago,  remarkable  for  the  great  toughness  and  strength 
or  the  weapons  which  he  mad&  and  which  are  now 
become  somewhat  unmanageable,  even  by  an  Eng- 
lish yeoman." 

"How  are  you  assured  of  the  maker's  name, 
worthy  guest  T  replied  the  Swiss.  ^ 

"  By  old  Matthew's  mark,"  answered  the  English- 
man, "  and  his  initials  cut  upon  the  bow.  I  wonder 
not  a  little  to  find  such  a  weapon  here,  and  in  such 
good  preservation." 

"It  has  been  regularly  waxed,  oiled^  and  kept  in 
good  order,"  said  the  Landamman,  "being preserved 
as  a  trophy  of  a  memorable  day.  It  would  but  grieve 
yon  to  recount  its  early  history,  since  it  was  taken  in 
a  day  fatal  to  your  country." 

"  My  country,"  said  the  Englishman,  composedly, 
"has  gained  so  many  victories,  that  her  children  may 
well  atford  to  hear  of  a  single  defeat.  But  I  knew  not 
that  the  English  ever  waned  in  Switzerland." 

"Not  precisely  as  a  nation."  answered  Biederman ; 
"  but  it  was  in  my  grandsire's  days,  that  a  large  body 
of  roidng  soldiers,  composed  of  men  from  slmost  all 
countries,  but  especially  Englishmen,  Normans,  and 
GasconS}  poured  down  on  the  Argau,  and  the  dis- 
tricts adjacent.  They  were  headed  by  a  great  war- 
rior called  Inzelram  de  Couci,  who  pretended  some 
claims  upon  the  Duke  of  Austria  ;  to  satisfy  which, 
he  ravaged  indifferently  the  Austrian  territory,  ana 
that  of  our  Confederacy.  His  soldiers  were  hired 
warriors,— Free  Companions  they  called  themselves, 
—that  seemed  to  belong  to  no  country,  and  were  as 
brave  in  the  fight  as  they  were  cruel  in  their  depreda- 
tions. Some  pause  in  the  constant  wars  betwixt 
France  and  England  had  deprived  many  of  those 
bands  of  their  ordinary  employment,  and  battle  being 
their  element,  they  came  to  seek  it  among  our  valleys. 
The  air  seemed  on  fire  with  the  blaze  of  tneir  armour, 
and  the  yery  sun  was  darkened  at  the  flight  of  their 
arrows.  They  did  ua  much  evil,  and  we  sustliined 
the  loss  of  more  than  one  battle.  But  we  met  them 
at  Buttisholz,  and  mingled  the  blood  of  many  a  rider 
(noble^  as  they  were  called  and  esteemed)  with  that 
of  their  horses.  The  huge  mound  that  covers  the 
bones  of  man  and  steed,  is  still  called  the  English 
barrow." 

Philipson  was  silent  for  a  minute  or  two,  and  then 
/eplied,  "Then  let  them  sleep  in  peace.  If  they  did 
wrong,  they  paid  for  it  with  their  liyes;  and  that  is 


all  the  ransom  that  mortal  man  can  render  for  \m 
transgressions.— Heaven  pardon  their  aods !" 

"Amen,"  replied  the  Landamman,  **and  thMBof 
all  brave  men !— My  grandsire  was  at  the  battle  and 
was  held  to  have  demeaned  himself  like  a  eood  sol- 
dier ;  and  this  bow  has  been  ever  since  caronRy  pre- 
served in  our  family.  There  is  a  prophecy  ahoisti!, 
but  I  bold  it  not  worthy  of  remaik." 

Philipson  was  about  to  iixiuire  farther,  hot  wasia- 
temipted  by  a  loud  cry  of  surprise  and  astonishmeai 
from  without. 

"I  must  out,"  said  Biederman,  "and  see  nhai 
these  wild  lads  are  doing.  It  is  not  now  as  foracrif 
in  this  land,  when  the  young  dared  not  judge  nr 
themselves,  till  the  old  roan's  voice  bad  been  heani." 

He  went  forth  from  the  lodges  followed  by  hisgnsM. 
The  company  who  had  witnessed  the  games  were  ill 
talking,  shouting,  and  disputing  in  the  same  breaih; 
while  Arthur  Phdipson  stood  a  little  apart  from  the 
rest,  leaning  on  ^nt  unbent  bow  with  apparent  ia- 
difference.  At  the  sight  of  the  Landamman  all  wot 
silent. 

"  What  means  this  unwonted  damomr  T'  be  sod, 
raising  a  voice  to  which  all  were  accnstomed  toliaieD 
with  reverence.— "  Rudiger,"  addressing  the  ddsatof 
his  sons,  "  has  the  young  stranger  bent  the  bow  V 

"He  has,  father,"  said  Rudiger;  "and  be  has  fail 
the  mark.  Three  such  shots  were  never  ahot  by  Wi- 
liam  Tell." 

"It  was  chance— pure  chance,"  said  the  jong 
Swiss  from  Berne.  "No  human  skill  ooaki  baw 
done  it,  much  lert  a  puny  lad,  baffled  in  all  bcaifa 
that  he  attempted  among  us." 

"  But  what  tuu  been  done?"  said  the  LandsDiMa 
—"Nay,  speak  not  all  at  once!— Anne  of  €}&entm, 
thou  hast  more  sense  and  breeding  than  th..se  bof  t* 
tell  me  how  the  game  has  gone." 

The  maiden  seemed  a  little  confused  at  this  9* 
peal ;  but  answered  with  a  composed  and  dowooet 
look.— 

"  The  mark  was,  as  usual,  a  pigeon  to  a  polei  iS 
the  young  men,  except  the  stranger,  had  practised  at 
it  with  the  cross-bow  and  long-bo>«',  without  hitOK 
it.  When  I  brought  out  the  bow  of  Boctisholz,  I  d- 
fered  it  first  to  my  kinsmen.  None  would  mooepiti 
it,  saying,  respected  uncle,  that  a  task  too  great  fa 
you,  must  be  far  too  difficult  for  them." 

"They  said  well,"  answered  Arnold  BiedennaDi 
"and  the  stranger,  did  he  string  the  bow  ?" 

"  He  did,  my  uncle,  but  first  he  wrote  somethii^oB 
apiece  of  paper,  and  placed  it  in  my  hands." 

"  And  did  he  shoot  and  hit  the  mark  Y*  oouummi 
the  surprised  Switzer.  * 

"He  first,"  said  the  maiden,  "removed  the  pale  i 
hundred  yards  farther  than  the  post  where  it  stood* 

"  Singular !"  said  the  Landamman,  "  that  iadoobl* 
the  usual  distance." 

"He  then  drew  the  bow,"  continacd  the  maidea. 
"  and  shot  of^  one  after  another,  with  incrediUe 
rapidity,  the  three  arrows  which  be  had  stuck  tmo 
his  belt.*  The  first  cleft  the  pole,  the  second  em. the 
string,  the  third  killed  the  poor  bird  as  it  rose  iiso 
the  air." 

"  By  Saint  Mary  of  Einsiedlen,"  awd  the  old  tan. 
looking  up  in  amaze,  "  if  your  eyes  really  saw  dnL 
they  saw  such  archery  as  was  never  before  witocsno 
in  the  Forest  States  r 

"  I  say  nay  to  that,  my  reverend  kinsman,"  rqioe^ 
Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  whose  vexation  was  appi; 
rent :    it  was  mere  chance,  if  not  illusion  or  wii^ery.** 

"  What  say'st  thou  of  it  thyself,  Arthur,"  said  u 
father,  half  smiling ;  "  was  thy  success  by  cfaaaoe  or 
skill  V' 

"  My  father,"  said  the  young  man,  "  I  need  not  vE 
you  that  I  have  done  but  an  ordinary  feat  for  an  Eac- 
lish  bowman.    Nor  do  I  speak  to  gratify  that  is» 

Eroud  and  if^norant  young  man.  But  to  o«rr  wortfar 
ost  and  his  family,  I  make  answer.  This  roan 
chanes  me  wiili  having  deluded  men's  eyes,  or  mt  tbt 
mark  by  chance.  For  illusion,  yonder  is  tbe  pieced 
pole,  the  severed  string,  snd  the  slain  bird,  they  «^ 
endure  sifrht  and  handling;  and,  besides^  if  that  bar 
maiden  will  open  the  note  which  I  pat  into  ha  haad 
she  will  find  evidence  to  assure  yoo,  that 
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^  ^f*.'^*^®.^^!  I  h«d  fixed  upon  the  three  marks 
which  I  deeij^ned  to  aim  at." 

'Produce  the  acroll,  good  niece,"  said  her  uncle, 

and  end  the  controversy." 

"Nay,  under  your  favour,  my  worthy  hoat,"  said 
Artnor^  it  ib  but  some  foolish  rhymes  addressed  to 
the  maiden  8  own  eye." 

"And  under  your  favour,  sir,"  said  the  Landam- 
man,  whatsoever  is  fit  for  my  niece's  eyes  may  aieet 
myears."  / 

He  took  the  scroll  from  the  maiden,  who  blushed 
deeply  when  she  resigned  it.  The  character  in  which 
It  was  written,  was  so  fine,  that  the  Landamman  in 
surprise  exclaimed,  "No  clerk  of  Saint  Gall  could 
have  written  more  fairly.— Strange,"  he  again  re- 
^•ed,  that  a  hand  which  could  draw  so  true  a  bow, 
^uld  have  the  cunning  to  form  characters  so  fair." 
He  then  exclaimed  anew,  "Ha!  verses,  by  Our 
y^°yj.  ^^^h  ^"^^  ^^  minstrels  disguised  as  tra- 
flers?  .  He  then  opened  the  scroll,  and  read  the 
ioUowing  Imes  :~ 

in  hit  mast,  and  line,  and  bird 
An  Enflisli  archer  keepi  hii  word. 
Ah  I  maiden,  did«t  thou  aim  at  me, 
A  atnf  le  (lane*  were  Wortli  the  uhree. 

"Here  is  rare  rhyming  my  worthy  guest "  said  the 
Landamman,  shaking  his  head  ;  "  fine  words  to  make 
foolish  maidens  fain.  But  do  not  excuse  it ;  it  is  your 
covntry«fashion,  and  we  know  how  to  treat  it  as 
such."  And  without  further  allusion  to  the  conclud- 
cam  couplet,  the  reading  of  which  threw  the  poet  as 
well  as  the  object  of  the  verses  into  some  discom- 

g»8ure,  he  added  gravely,  "You  must  now  allow, 
udplph  Donnerhugel,  that  the  stranger  has  fairly 
attained  the  three  marks  which  he  proposed  to  him- 
self." 

"That  he  has  attained  them  is  plain,"  answered 
the  party  to  whom  the  appeal  was  made;  "but  that 
be  has  done  this  fairly  mav  be  doubted,  if  there  are 
such  things  as  wiicherv  ana  magic  in  this  world." 

"Shame,  shame,  Rudolph !"  said  the  Landamman  : 
"can  spleen  and  envy  have  weight  with  so  brave  a 
man  as  you,  irora  whom  my  sons  ought  to  learn  tem- 
perance, forbearance,  and  candour,  as  well  as  manly 
courage  and  dexterity  ?" 

The  Bernese  coloured  high  under  this  rebuke,  to 
which  he  ventured  |iot  to  attempt  a  reply. 

"To  your  sports  till  sunset,  my  children,"  continued 
Arnold ;  "  while  I  and  my  wor^y  friend  occupy  our 
time  with  a  walk,  for  which  the  evening  is  now  fiw 
▼curable." 

"Metbinka,"  said^he English  merchant,  "I  should 
like  to  visit  the  ruins  of  yonder  castle,  situated  by 
the  waterfall.  There  is  something  of  melancholy 
d%nity  in  such  a  scene  which  reconciles  us  to  the 
misfortunes  of  our  own  time,  by  showing  that  our 
ancestors,  who  were  perhaps  more  intelligent  or  more 
powerful,  have  nevertheless,  in  their  daya,  encoun- 
tered cares  and  distresses  similar  to  those  which  we 
now  groan  under." 

"  Have  with  you,  my  worthy  sir,"  replied  his  host ; 
"there  will  be  time  also  upon  the  road  to  talk  of 
things  that  you  should  know." 

The  slow  step  of  the  two  elderly  men  carried  them 
by  degrees  from  the  limits  of  the  lawn,  where  shout, 
and  laugh,  and  halloo,  were  again  revived.  Young 
Piiilipson,  whose  success  as  an  archer  had  obliterated 
all  recollection  of  former  failure,  made  other  attempts 
to  mingle  in  the  manly  pastimes  of  the  country,  and 
gained  a  considerable  portion  of  applause.  The  youn^ 
men  who  had  but  lately  been  so  ready  to  join  in  ridi- 
cnling  him,  now  began  to  consider  nim  as  a  person 
to  be  looked  up  and  appealed  to;  while R4idolph  Don- 
nerhugel saw  with  resentment  that  he  was  no  longer 
without  a  rival  in  the  opinion  of  his  male  cousins, 
perhaps  of  his  kinswoman  also.  The  proud  young 
Swiss  reflected  with  bitterness  thst  he  had  fallen 
under  the  Landamman's  displeasure,  declined  in 
reputation  with  his  companions,  of  whom  ho  had 
been  hitherto  the  leader,  and  even  hazarded  a  more 
mortifyint:  disappointment,  all,  as  his  swelling  heart 
expressed  it.  through  the  means  of  a  stranger  strip- 
bog,  of  neither  blood  nor  fame,  who  could  not  step 
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from  one  rock  to  another  without  the  eneouragement 

In  this  iixitated  mood  be  drew  near  the  youngs 
Englishman,  and  while  he  seemed  to  address  him  on 
tne  chances  of  the  sports  which  were  etill  proceed- 
mg,  he  conveyed,  in  a  whisper,  matter  of  a  far  differ- 
ent tendency.    Striking  Arthur's  shoulder  with  the 

fiiSTnii,  Kl!u''<?t*  mo«nL'?»nc«r.  he  said  aloud: 
Yonder  bolt  of  Ernest  whistled  through  the  air 
like  a  falcon  when  she  stoops  down  the  wind  I"  And 
then  proceeding  m  a  deep  low  voice,  "  You  merchants 
sell  gloves— do  you  ever  deal  in  single  gauntlets,  or 
only  m  pairs?" 

"I  sell  no  single  glove,"  said  Arthur  instantly  ap- 
prehending him,  and  sufficiently  disposed  to  resent 
the  scornful  looks  of  the  Bernese  champion  during 


change  one." 

"You  are  apt.  I  see,"  said  Rudolph ;  "look  at  the 
playere  while  I  speak,  or  our  purpose  will  be  sus- 

rjcted— You  are  quicker,  I  say,  of  apprehension  than 
expected.    If  we  exchange  our  gloves,  how  shall 
each  redeem  his  own  7" 
"With  our  good  swoids,"  said  Arthur  Philipson. 

In  armour,  or  as  we  stand  7" 
"  Even  as  we  stand,"  said  Arthur.  "  I  have  no 
better  garment  of  proof  than  this  doublet— no  other 
weapon  than  my  sword ;  and  these.  Sir  Switzer,  I 
"  ..iS"*'"^^  for  the  purpose.— Name  time  and  place." 
The  old  castle-court  at  Geierstein,"  replied  Ru- 
dolph; 'the  time  sunrise;— but  we  are  watched.— 
I  have  lost  my  wager,  stranger,"  he  added,  speaking 
aloud,  and  in  an  indifferent  tone  of  voice,  "since 


drink  it  with  vou  merrily." 

Thus,  amid  the  peaceful  though  rough  sports  of 
their  companions,  did  these  two  hot-headed  youths 
oentrive  to  indulge  their  hostile  inclinations  towards 
each  other,  by  settling  a  meeting  of  deadly  purpose^ 
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CHAPTER  V. 

««-    .      ^  .  1  ^M  one 

who  loved  the  greenwood  bank  and  lowinc  henL 

The  nitaet  prize,  tlie  lowly  peaannfa  life, 

Seaaon'd  with  aweet  contnni,  more  than  the  halla 

Where  revetlcra  feait  to  reverheif  ht.    Believe  me,  * 

There  ne'er  was  potaon  mix'd  iu  oaaple  bowl. 

Anonfmotu. 
LxAvixo  the  young  persons  engaged  with  their 
sports,  the  Landamman  of  Unterwalden  and  the 
elder  Philipson  walked  on  in  company,  conversing 
chiefly  on  the  political  relations  of  France,  England 
and  Burgundy,  until  the  conversation  was  changed 
as  they  entered  the  gate  of  the  old  castle-yard  of 
Oeierstein,  where  arose  the  lonelv  and  dismantled 
keen,  surrounded  by  the  ruins  of  otner  buildings. 

"This  has  been  a  proud  and  a  strong  habitation  in 
its  time,"  said  Philipson. 

,  "  They  were  a  proud  and  powerful  race  who  held 
It."  replied  the  Landamman.  "The  Counts  of 
(ieierstein  have  a  history  which  runs  back  to  the 
times  of  the  old  Helvetians,  and  their  deeds  are 
reported  to  have  matched  their  antiquity.  But  all 
earthly  grandeur  has  an  end,  and  free  men  tread  the 
ruins  of^their  feudal  castle,  at  the  most  distant  sight 
of  whose  turrets  serfs  were  formerly  obliged  to  vail 
their  bonnets,  if  they  would  escape  tne  chastisement 
of  contumacious  rebels." 

"I  observe,"  said  the  merchant,  "engraved  on  a 
stone  under  yonder  turret,  the  crest,  I  conceive,  of 
th^last  family,  a  vulture  perched  on  a  rock,  descrip- 
tive, doubtless,  of  the  word  Geierstein." 

"It  is  the  ancient  cognizance  of  the  family,"  re- 
plied Arnold  Bicderman,  "and,  as  you  say,  expresses 
the  name  of  the  castle,  being  the  same  with  that  of 
the  knights  who  so  long  held  it." 

"I  also  remarked  in  your  hall,"  continued  the  mer- 
chant, "a  helmet  hearing  the  same  crest  or  cogni- 
zance. It  is,  I  suppose,  a  trophy  of  the  triumph  of 
the  Swiss  peasants  over  the  nobles  of  Oeierstem,  aa 
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the  Kn'^Iish  lio'.v  is  i-rt-scrvcil  in  remembrance  of  the  |  and  magnificence  which  we  wimesacd,  made  a  m 
bank'  «Ti  Buffisholz  ?"  i  diflerciit  inipres5>ion  on  iho  mind  of  my  brolher  ind 

"Ami  yon,  fnir  bir,"  repiiwl  the  I.nndamnmn,  on  my  own.  What  appeared  to  Albert  the  coDium* 
"would,  1  ncrcoivf.  from  the  prejudices  of  your  I  niation  of  earthly  splendour,  seemed  to  me  a  weiry 
edn.vitioii.  reL^nrd  ilie  ono  victory  with  a?  unpleasant ;  display  of  tiresome  and  useless  ceremonials.  Ourft- 
fe«^linKP  as  ilie  oth«  r /— Stranj^f.'  that  the  veneration  ;  ther  cxplainc<i  his  purpo«>e.  and  ottered  to  me  as  his 
for  rnnk  sh.ouM  ho  rooted  rvtrii  in  th*'  minds  of  iho^e  :  tldost  son.  the  large  estate  belonging  to  Geienteio, 
will)  hnv:.>  no  rlairn  to  sh.aro  it!  But  clear  up  your    reser\-ing  >»uch  a  portion  of  the  most  fertile  ground, 


(Jnwnmst  hruws,  my  worthv  ',:y.r?t,  and  he  as.«urctl, 
ih:it  lliniisrh  many  "a  prou.f  haron's  ea«tle,  when 
Sv.ii/rrl.snd  tlin:w  off  the  honds  of  fruilnl  ^Invcry, 
wa^  [ihij^l:  n.'d  and  destro.\ed  by  the  jupt  vciu'.cjinceof 
an  inrciisf^i  pcopU',  «uch  u  at*  nut  tiit-  lor  of  (n-ierstein. 
Tile  blood  of  the  old  i>c»s^-  .ir-ors  of  the?»'  towrrs  still 


as  mi;;;ht  make  my  brother  one  of  the  wealthicsc  citi- 
zens, in  a  district  where  competence  is  esteemed 
wealth.  The  tears  guFheii  from  .Albert's  eyes— "And 
must  mv'brother,'  he  said,  'lie  a  noble  Count,'  honoured 
and  followed  by  vae^sals  and  attendants,  and  I  i 
homespun  peasant  anion;;  ihc  gray-bearded  shipheidi 


flows  in  the  veins  of  jiiui  by  whom  tlle^e  lands  arc    of  Unterwalden  ?— No,  father— I  respci't  your  willy 


;  but  I  will  not  .sacrifice  my  own  rights.    Geiersisnif 
a  fief  held  of  the  empire,  and  the  laws  entitle  me  to 


occupied.'' 

"What  am  I  to  iindorsiand  by  that.  Sir  Landam- 
manT'  eaid  Philif»-on.  "Are  liol  you  yourself  the 
orcnpani  of  this  place?'' 

"-And  you  thmk,  probably,"  answtreii  Arnold,  "l>e- 
cause  I  live  like  the  oilier  .shepherds,  wear  homespun 
gray,  anrl  hold  iheploujiii  with  my  own  handp,  I  can- 
not be  dts'cended  fn»iii  a  line  ot  aneu-iil  nobilitv?— 

This  land  holds  many  sui;h  gentle  peasants.  Sir  MfrT-  ^      _  _,    ,     ^ ,. 

chant ;  nor  is  there  a  more  aiieii  ni  nubility  than  that    give  the  enemy  of  thy  country  a  pretext  to  mierfcreiD 
of  wliii.lk  the  remains  are  to  be  found  in  my  native  j  her  ali'airs— appeal  to  the  will  of  a  foreign  prince  from 


my  equal  half  of  the  lands.  If  my  brother  be  Count 
ot  Gtiorstcin,  I  am  not  the  less  Count  Alben  of  Gflcr- 
stein;  and  I  will  appeal  to  the  Emperor,  rather  thin 
that  the  arbitrary  will  of  one  ancestor,  though  he  be 
my  father,  shall  cancel  in  me  the  rank  and  rifdiii 
which  I  have  derived  from  a  hundred.'  My  lalber 
was  greatly  incensed.     'Go,'  he  said,  'proud  boy. 


country.  But  ilun'  have,  volimiarily  rc&igncd  the  op- 
pressive part  of  fhrir  ffudal  power,  and  arc  no  longer 
legardeil  as  wolves  among  the  tlock,  but  as  sagacious 
maslills,  who  attend  the  sheep  in  liiiio  of  peace,  and 
arepioiiipt  in  their  deft ncc  when  war  threatens  our 
comniuniiy." 
"But,"  ropeat'd  the  mcrehant,  >\ho  could  not  yet 


the  pleac-ure  of  thy  father.  Gro,  but  never  again  look 
me  in  the  face,  and  dread  my  eternal  maledictioDr 
AllK'ri  was  about  to  reply  with  vehemence,  when  I 
entreated  him  to  be  silent  and  hear  mo  speak.  Ihad, 
I  said,  all  my  life  loved  the  mountain  better  than  the 
plain ;  had  been  more  pleased  to  walk  than  to  ride; 
nioa'  proud  to  contend  with  shepherds  in  their  fporu, 


reconcile  himself  to  the  idea  that  his  plain  and  pea-  than  with  nobles  in  the  lists;  and  happier  in  thefil- 
sanl-.sceming  host  was  a  man  of  distingiiishr-fi  birth,  :  lage  dance  than  amon^  the  feasts  of  tne  German  no> 
"you  bear  not  the  name,  worthy  sir,  of  your  fathers—  '  bles.  'Let  me,  therelorc,'  I  said,  *be  a  citizen  of  ibe 
They  were,  vou  say.  the  Counts  of  Gurrsiein,  and    republic  of  Unterwalden;  you  will  relieve  meoTi 

you  arc" ■'  '  thousand  cares;  and  let  my  brother  Albert  weartbe 

"  Arnold  Bifderman,  at  your  ciimmand,"  answrrdl  !  coronet  ami  bear  the  honours  of  Geicratein.'  After 
the  magisiraip,  "  But  know,— if  the  knowltH^ire  can  some  farther  discussion,  my  father  was  at  length  con* 
make  you  s'lp  with  more  sense  of  dignity  or  comfort,—    tented  to  adont  my  proposal,  in  order  to  attain  the 

'  '     '    ne  had  so  inucti  at  heart.    Albert  w« 

the  title  of 


I  need  but  put  on  yonder  old  helmet,  or,  if  that  werr.  object  which  he  had  so  much  at  heart,  j 
too  much  troublp,  I  have  only  to  3ti<*k  a  falcon's  feather  declared  heir  of  his  castle  and  his  rank,  by 
into  my  cap.  and  call  my  sell"  Arnold,  Coimi  of  (Jirier-    Count  Albert  of  Geierstein :  and  I  was  plat 

session  of  thes':'  fields  and  fertile  meadows  imidit 
which  niv  house  is  situated,  and  my  neighbours  oiled 
me  .Arnold  Bietlcmian.' 


ly  cap.  and  can  my 
stein.  No  man  could  gainsay  me— though  whether  it 
would  become  my  Lord  Count  to  drive  his  bullocks  to 
the  pasture,  and  whether  his  Excellency  the  Hiirli  and 
Wellborn  could,  without  derogation,  sow  a  field  or 
reap  it,  arc  questions  \\hich  should  be  settled  befoiv- 
hand.     I  see  you  arc  confounded,  my  respeciwl  guest 


'•  And  if  Birtlcnnan,"  said  the  merchant,  "  mcani 
as  I  understand  the  won!,  a  man  of  worth,  candour, 
and  gi^nrrositv.  I  know  none  on  whom  the 


I  gi-nrrosity,  I  know  none  on  whom  the  epithet 
at  my  degeneracy ;  but  the  state  of  my  family  is  very  .  cpuld  be  s*i  justly  crinftrrcd.  Vet  let  me  observei,  thai 
soon  explained.  I  praise  the  t;ondiii:t,  which,  in  your  circumstaiieei,  I 

"My  lordly  fathers  ruled  this  same  domain  of  could  not  have  bowed  my  spirit  to  practise.  ProcsBod, 
Geierstein,  which  in  their  time  was  very  extensive,  1  pray  you,  with  the  history  of  your  house,  ifthereci- 
much  after  tho  mode  of  feudal  barons -that  is.  they    tal  be  nc!  painful  to  you." 

were  sometimes  the  protectors  and  patrons,  but  oftener       "I  have  little  more  to  say,"  replied  the  Landav- 
iheoppnssors  of  their  subjects.    But  when  my  grand-    nian.     "  My  father  dicil  soon  after  the  setlleineat  of 


the  wars  with  Austria  were  renewed,  and  many  of  his 
dcgre<*  joined  with  the  host  of  the  Emixror  Leopold, 


occupied  by  a  seneschal,  a  man  so  obnoxioui  to  tM 
vassals  of  the  family,  that  but  for  the  proiectioD  af* 
forded  by  my  near  residence,  and  relationship  widihii 


my  ancestor  adopted  the  opposite  side,  fought  in  front  ,        ^ 

of  the  Confederates,  and  contributed  by  his  skill  ami !  lord,  he  would  have  been  plucked  out  of  theVulWa 
valour  to  the  deci.-ive  victory  at  Sempacli,  m  which  I  Nest,  and  treated  with  as  little  ceremony  as  if  he  had 
Leopold  lost  his  life,  and  the  tlower  of  Austrian  chi-  been  the  vulture  himself.  Neither,  to  say  the  irutk 
valry  fell  around  him.  My  father,  (^ount  Williowald.  did  my  brother's  occasional  visits  toGeiersiMfl  aftrf 
followed  the  same  cour."**,  Iwth  from  inclination  and  his  vassals  much  relief,  or  acquire  any  populiritf  fcr 
policy.  He  uninfl  him&Llf  closely  with  the  state  of;  himself.  He  heard  with  the  car?  and  saw  with  rin 
Unterwalden^  became  a  citizen  of  the  Confederacy,  i  eyt-s  of  his  cruel  and  interested  steward.  ItalSdireck- 
and  di^tinifuishoil  himself  so  much,  that  he  wa.s  cnwald,  and  would  not  listen  even  to  my  interfofBei 
chosen  La ndnmman  of  the  Republic.  He  had  two  |  and  admonition.  Indeed,  though  he  alwayi  de- 
sons,— invrelf.  and  a  younger  brother,  All»ert;  and  mcaneil  himself  with  personal  kindness  towaraiBHi 
ppsses.9«."<r,  as  ho  felt  himsi'lf,  of  a  species  of  double    I  beli'vc  he  considered  me  as  a  dull  and  poor^wnw 


character,  ho  wasdesirou.s,  |)i.>rliaps  unwisely,  (if  I  may 
censure  the  punx)8e  of  a  decease<i  parent,)  that  one  of 
his  sons  should  succeed  him  in  his  F«onlsnip  of  Geier- 
stein, and  the  other  supp^irt  the  less  ostentatious, 
though  not  in  my  thought  less  honourable  condition, 
of  a  frcf.*  citizen  of  Un terwalden,  possessing  sucii  in- 
fluence among  his  equalif*  in  the  Canton  as  mivht  be 
i:rquired  by  his  father's  merits  and  his  own.  AVhen 
Albert  was  twelve  y.  ars  old,  our  father  took  us  on  a 
fclijri  excur-ioii  to  Gi  rmany,  where  thi:  form,  pomri. 


clown,  who  had  disgraced  my  noble  blood  Df  aif 
mean  proininsities.  He  showed  contempt  on  efjBJ 
occ.'ision  for  the  prejudices  of  his  counirymen,  «■ 
particularly  bv  wearing  a  peacock's  feather  in  am^ 
and  causing  his  followers  to  display  the  same  hwafk 
though  the  cognizance  of  the  House  of  Aoatria,  aao 
soun|K)pular  in  this  coiintr>',  that  men  havebMi|»i 
to  death  lor  no  Lietter  reason  than  for  carrying  ><  <" 
their  caps.  In  the  mean  time  I  wis  married  to  mr 
l^rtha.  now  a  saint  in  Heaven,  by  whomlnM  « 
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■lately  sona,  five  of  whom  you  saw  Vurrounding  my 

ftble  this  day.    Albert  also  married.    His  wife  was  a 

lady  of  rank  in  Westphalia,  but  his  bridal-bed  was 
Itts  fniitful ;  he  had  only  one  daughter,  Anne  of  Geier- 
stein.  Then  came  on  the  wars  between  the  city  of 
Zarich  and  our  Forest  Cantons,  in  which  so  much 
blood  was  shed,  and  when  our  brethren  of  Zurich 
were  so  ill  advised  as  to  embrace  the  alliance  of  Aus- 
tria. Their  Emperor  strained  every  nerve  to  avail 
himself  of  the  favourable  opportunitv  afforded  by  the 
disunion  of  the  Swiss ;  ana  en^agea  all  with  wnom 
he  bad  influence  tu  second  his  efforts.  With  my 
brother  be  was  but  too  sucressful ;  for  Albert  not  only 
took  arms  in  the  Emperor's  cause,  but  admitted  into 
the  strong  fortress  of  Geierstein  a  band  of  Austrian 
loldierB,  with  whom  the  wicked  Ital  Schreckcnwald 
laid  waste  the  whole  country,  excepting  my  little 
patrimony." 

"It  came  to  a  severe  pass  with  you,  niy  worthy 
boat,"  said  the  merchant,  "  since  you  were  to  decide 
against  the  cause  of  your  country  or  that  of  your 
brother." 

*'I  did  not  hesitate,"  continued  Arnold  Biederman. 
"Hy  brother  was  in  the  Emperor's  army,  and  I  was 
not  therBlbre  reduced  to  act  personally  against  him ; 
bot  I  denounced  war  against  the  robbers  and  thieves 
with  whom  SchreckenwaU  had  filled  my  father's 
honae.  It  was  waged  with  various  fortune.  The  se- 
neschal, during  my  absence,  burnt  down  my  house, 
and  slew  ray  youngest  son,  who  died,  alas !  in  defence 
of  his  father's  hearth.  It  is  little  to  add,  that  m^ 
lands  were  wasted,  and  mjr  flocks  destroyed.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  socceeded,  with  the  help  of  a  body  of  the 
peasants  of  Unterwalden,  in  stonning  the  Castle  of 
OeierBtein.  It  was  offered  back  to  me  by  the  Con- 
federates: but  I  had  no  desire  to  sully  the  fair  cause 
in  which  t  had  assumed  arms,  by  enriching  myself  at 
the  expense  of  my  brother ;  and  besides,  to  have 
dwelt  m  that  guarded  hold  would  have  been  a  pe- 
nance to  one.  the  sole  protectors  of  whose  house  of 
late  vears  had  been  a  latch  and  a  shepherd's  cur.  The 
castle  was  therefore  dismantled,  as  you  see.  by  order 
of  the  elders  of  the  Canton ;  and  I  even  think,  that 
considering  the  uses  it  was  too  often  put  to,  I  look 
with  more  pleasure  on  the  rugged  remains  oif  Gfeier- 
atein,  than  I  ever  did  when  it  was  entire,  and  appa- 
rently impregnable." 

"lean  understand  your  feelings,"  said  the  English- 
man, "  though  I  repeat,  my  virtue  would  not  perhaps 
have  extended  so  tar  beyond  the  circle  of  my  family 
afiections.— Your  brother,  what  said  he  to  your  patru 
otic  exertions  7" 

^^  "  He  was,  as  I  learnt,"  answered  the  Landamman, 
'dreadfully  incensed,  having  no  doubt  been  informed 
that  I  had  taken  his  castle  with  a  view  to  my  own 
aggrandizement.  He  even  swore  he  would  renounce 
iny  kindred,  seek  me  through  the  battle,  and  slay  me 
with  his  own  hand.  We  were  in  fact,  both  at  the 
battle  of  Freyenbach,  but  my  brother  was  prevented 
fiom  attempting  the  execution  of  his  vindictive  pur- 
pose by  a  wound  from  an  arrow,  which  occasioned 
his  being  carried  out  of  the  mSUe.  I  was  afterwards 
iQ  the  bloody  and  melancholy  fight  at  Mount-Henel, 
and  that  other  onslaught  at  the  Chapel  of  St.  Jacobs 
which  brought  our  brethren  of  Zurich  to  terms,  and 
tednoed  Austria  once  more  to  the  necessity  of  making 
peace  with  us.  AAer  this  war  of  thirteen  years,  the 
Diet  passed  sentence  of  banishment  for  life  on  my 
brother  Albert,  and  would  have  deprived  him  of  his 
ppsaesaions,  but  forbore  in  consideration  of  what  they 
thought  my  inod  service.  When  the  sentence  was 
intimated  to  tne  Count  of  Geierstein,  he  returned  an 
answer  of  defiance;  yet  a  singular  circumstance 
showed  us  not  long  anerwaida  tnat  he  retained  an 
attachment  to  his  country,  and  amidst  his  resentment 
aninst  me  his  brother,  did  justice  to  my  unaltered 
aniBction  for  him." 

*'  I  would  pledge  my  credit,"  said  the  merchant, 
"  tl)at  what  follows  relates  to  yonder  fair  maiden, 
your  niece  T'. 

"  You  guess  rightly,"  said  the  Landamman.  "  For 
some  time  we  heard,  though  indistinctly,  (for  we  have, 
as  you  know,  but  Utile  oommunicatk>n  with  foreign 
coiuitriss,)  that  my  brother  was  high  in  favour  at  the 


court  of  the  Emperor^  but  latterly  tiiat  he  had  fallen 
under  suspicran,  and,  m  the  course  of  some  of  those 
revolutions  common  at  the  courts  of  princes,  had  been 
driven  into  exile.  -It  was  shortly  after  this  news,  and, 
as  I  think,  more  than  seven  years  ago,  that  I  was  re- 
turning from  hunting  on  the  further  side  of  the  river, 
had  passed  the  narrow  bridge  as  usual,  and  was 
walkmg  through  the  court-yard  which  we  have  latelv 
left,"  (for  their  walk  was  now  turned  homeward,) 
"  when  a  voice  said,  in  the  German  language,  *  Uncla 
have  compaasion  upon  met'  As  I  looked^around,  f 
beheld  a  girl  of  ten  yeare  old  approach  timidly  lirom 
the  shelter  of  the  rums,  and  kneel  down  at  my  feet. 
'Unde^  spare  my  lifie,'  she  said,  holding  up  her  little 
hands  m  the  act  of  supplication,  while  mortal  terror 
was  painted  upon  her  countenance.— 'Am  I  your 
uncle,  little  maiden?'  said  I;  'and  if  I  am,  why 
should  you  fear  me  T— *  Because  you  are  the  head  of 
the  wicked  and  base  clowns  who  delight  to  spill  noble 
blood,'  replied  the  girl,  with  a  courage  which  surprised 
me.—'  what  is  your  name,  my  little  maiden  7'  said  I ; 
'  and  who,  having  planted  in  vour  mind  opinions  so 
unfavourable  to  your  kinsman,  has  brought  you  hither, 
to  see  if  he  resembles  the  picture  you  nave  received 
of  himT— 'It  was  Ital  Scnreckenwald  that  brought 
me  hither,'  said  the  girl,  only  half  comprehending 
the  nature  of  my  question.—'  Ital  Schreckcnwald  T  1 
repeated,  shocked  at  the  name  of  a  wretch  I  have  so 
much  reason  to  hate.  A  voice  from  the  ruinsi  like 
that  of  a  sullen  echo  from  the  grav^  answered,  'Ital 
Schreckenwald  I'  and  the  caitifif  issued  from  his 
place  of  concealment,  and  stood  before  me,  with  that 
singular  indifierence  to  danger  which  he  unites  to  his 
atrocity  of  character.  I  had  my  spiked  mountain- 
stafTin  my  hand— What  should  I  havedone— or  what 
would  you  have  done,  under  like  circumstances'?" 

"  I  would  have  laid  him  on  the  earth,  with  his 
sktill  shivered  like  an  idcle !"  said  the  Englishmani 
fiercely.   , 

"I  had  well  nigh  done  so,"  replied  the  Swiss,  "  but 
he  was  unarmed,  a  messenger  from  my  brother,  and 
therefore  no  object  of  revenge.  His  own  undismayed 
and  audacious  conduct  contributed  to  save  him. 
'  Let  the  vassal  of  the  noble  and  high-bom  Cotmt  oi 
Geierstein  hear  the  words  of  his  master,  and  let  him 
look  that  they  are  obcpred,'  said  the  insolent  ruffian. 
'  Doff  thy  cap,  and  listen ;  for  though  the  voice  is 
mine,  the  words  are  those  of  the  noble  Count.'— 
'  God  and  man  know,'  replied  I>  '  if  I  owe  my  brother 
respect  or  homage— it  is  much  u,  in  respect  lor  him,  I 
defer  paying  to  nis  messenger  the  meed  I  dearly  owe 
him.  Proceed  with  thy  tale,  and  rid  me  of  thv  hateful 
presence.'- 'Albert  Count  of  Geientein,  th/lord  and 
my  lord,'  proceeded  Schreckenwald,  'havmg  on  his 
hand  wars,  and  other  affairs  of  weight,  sends  his 
daughter,  the  Countess  Anne,  to  thy  charge,  and 
graces  thee  so  far  as  to  intrust  to  thee  her  support  and 
nurture,  until  it  shall  suit,  his  purposes  to  require  her 
back  ^m  thee;  and  he  desires  that  thou  apply  to  her 
maintenance  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  of 
Geierstein,  which  thou  hast  usurped  from  him.'— 
*Ital  Schreckenwald,'  I  replied,  T  will  not  stop  to 
ask  if  this  mode  of  addressing  me  be  according  to 
my  brother's  directions,  or  thine  own  insolent  plea- 
sure. If  circumstances  have^  as  thou  sayest.  de- 
E rived  my  niece  of  her  natural  protector,  I  will  be  to 
er  aa  a  father,  nor  shall  she  want  aught  which  I 
have  to  mve  her.  The  lands  of  Geierstein  are  for- 
feited to  tne  state,  the  castle  is  ruinous,  as  thou  seest, 
and  it  is  much  of  thy  crimes  that  the  house  of  my 
fathen  is  desolate.  But  where  I  dwell  Anne  of  Geier- 
stein shall  dwell,  as  my  children  fare  shall  she  fare, 
and  she  shall  be  to  me  as  a  daughter.  And  now  thou 
hast  thine  enrand— Go  hence,  if  thou  lovest  thy  life; 
for  it  is  unsafe  parieying  with  the  father,  when  thy 
hands  are  stained  with  the  blood  of  the  son.'  "rhe 
wretch  retired  as  I  spoke,  but  took  his  leave  with  his 
usual  determined  insolence  of  manner.—'  FarewdL' 
he  said,  '  Count  of  the  Plough  and  Harrow^farewell, 
noble  companion  of  paltry  buighen  I'  He  disap- 
peared, and  released  me  from  the  strong  tempution 
under  winch  I  laboured,  and  which  urged  me  to  stain 
with  his  blood  the  place  which  had  witnessed  his 
cruelty  and  his  crimes.    I  conveyed  my  niece  to  my 


M 


ANNE  OF  GEIERSTEIN. 


[Cbap.  ▼. 


hoose,  and  soon  coDTinced  her  that  I  waa  her  ainoere 
friend.  I  inured  her,  ae  if  ahe  had  been  my  daughter, 
to  all  our  mountain  ezerciaea;  and  while  ahe  exceia 
ia  tbeae  the  damaela  of  the  diatriot)  there  burst  from 
her  audi  aparklea  of  aenae  and  courage,  mingled  with 
delicacy,  as  belong  not— I  muat  needa  own  the  truth 
•^to  the  simple  maidena  of  these  wild  hiila,  but  reliah 
of  a  nobler  stem,  and  hif^her  breeding.  Yet  they  are 
80  happily  mixed  with  simplicity  and  courtesy,  that 
Anne  of  Geieratein  ia  justly  conaidered  aa  the  pride  of 
the  district ;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  that,  if  ahe  should 
make  a  worthy  choice  of  a  husband,  the  state  would 
asaign  her  a  large  dower  out  of  her  father'a  posses- 
sions, since  it  is  not  our  maxim  to  punish  the  child 
for  the  faulta  of  the  parent" 

"It  will  naturally  be  your  anxious  desire,  my 
worthy  host,"  replied  the  Englishman.  "  to  secure 
to  your  niece,  in  whoae  praiaea  I  hav;e  de^  cauae  to 
join  with  a  mrateful  voice,  auch  a  suitable  match  as 
oer  birth  and  expectationa,  but  above  all  her  merit, 
demand." 

"It  ia,  ipy  good  gueat,"  aaid  the  Landamman. 
*'  that  wliich  has  often  occupied  mv  thoughts.  The 
over-near  relationship  prohibits  what  would  have 
been  my  most  earnest  desire,  the  hope  of  seeing  her 
wedded  to  one  of  my  own  sons.  This  young  man, 
Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  is  brave,  and  highly  esteemed 
by  hia  fellow-citizena ;  but  more  ambitioua,  and  more 
desirous  of  distinction,  than  I  would  desire  f9r  my 
niece's  companion  through  life.  His  temper  ia  vio- 
lent, though  his  heart,  I  trust,  ia  good.  But  I  am  like 
to  be  unpleasantly  released  from  all  care  on  this  score, 
since  my  brother,  having,  as  it  seemed,  forgotten 
Anne  for  seven  years  and  upwarda,  has,  by  a  letter 
which  I  have  lately  received,  demanded  that  she  shall 
be  restored  to  him.— You  can  read,  my  worthy  sir,  for 
your  profession  requires  it.  See,  nere  is  the  scroll, 
coldly  worded,  but  far  less  unkindly  than  hia  unbro- 
therly  message  by  Ital  Schreekenwald— Read  it,  I 
pray  you,  aloud." 

The  merchant  read  accordingly.  ^ 

*'  Brother— I  thank  you  for  the  care  you  have  taken 
of  my  daughter,  for  she  has  been  in  aafetjr  when  she 
would  otherwise  have  been  in  peril,  and  kindly  used, 
when  ahe  would  have  been  in  hardship.  I  now  entreat 
you  to  restore  her  to  me,  and  trust  that  ahe  will  come 
with  the  virtues  which  become  a  woman  in  every  sta- 
tioiij  and  a  di^aition  to  lay  aside  the  habitaof  a 
Swiss  villager,  for  the  graces  of  a  high-bom  maiden. 
—Adieu.  1  thank  you  once  more  for  your  care,  and 
would  repay  it  were  it  in  my  power;  but  you  need 
nothing  I  can  give,  having  renounced  the  rank  to 
which  you  were  bom,  ana  made  your  nest  on  the 
ground  where  the  storm  paaaes  over  you.  I  rest  your 
brother,  Gsieastbiiv." 

'*It  is  addressed  'to  Count  Arnold  of  Gkierstein, 
called  Arnold  Biederman.'  A poatacript requinesyou 
to  send  the  maiden  to  the  court  of  the  Duke  of  bur- 
gundy.—Thia,  good  sir,  appeara  to  me  the  language  of 
a  haughty  man,  divided  betwixt  the  recollection  of 
old  ofience  and  recent  obligation.  The  apeech  of  his 
messenger  waa  that  of  a  malicious  vaasal,  deairouaof 
venting  hia  own  apite  under  pretence  of  doing  hia 
lord's  errand." 

**I  80  receive  both,"  replied  Arnold  Biederman. 

"^^And  do  you  intend,"  continued  the  merchant,  "to 
resign  this  beautiful  and  intereating  creature  to  the 
conduct  of  her  father,  wilful  aa  he  seems  to  be,  without 
knowing  what  hia  condition  is,  or  what  hia  power  of 
protecting  her?" 

The  Landamman  haatened  to  reply.  "The  tie 
which  unites  the  parent  to  the  child,  is  the  earliest 
snd  the  most  hallowed  that  binds  the  human  race. 
The  difficulty  of  her  travelling  in  safety  has  hitherto 
prevented  my  attempting  to  carry  my  brother'a  in- 
structions into  execution.  But  aa  I  am  now  likely  to 
Jpumef  in  peraon  towarda  the  court  of  Charles,  IpAYe 
determined  that  Anne  ahall  accompany  me ;  andas  I 
will  myself  converae  with  my  brother  whom  I  have 
not  seen  for  many  yeara,  I  shall  leam  his  porpoae  re- 
Mcnng  his  daughter,  and  it  may  be  I  may  prevail  on 
Albert  to  suffer  her  to  remain  under  my  charge.— And 


now,  sir.  having  told  yoa  of  my  family  afiairs  at 
greater  length  than  waa  neccsssry,  I  mast 
your  attention  as  a  wieeman,  to  what  farther  I  haw 
to  aay.  You  know  the  disposition  which  yoang  nMn 
and  women  naturally  have  to  talk,  ^est,  and  span 
with  each  other,  out  of  which  practice  arise  often 
more  aerioua  attachments,  which  they  call  loving  par 
amourt.  I  -trust,  if  we  are  to  travel  together,  yoa 
will  so  school  your  young  man  aa  to  make  nim  awaie 
that  Anne  of  Greierstein  cannot,  with  propriety  oa 
her  part,  be  made  the  object  of  hia  thoughts  or  attta- 
lions." 

The  merchant  coloured  with  resentment,  or  80B»> 
thing  like  it.  "I  asked  not  to  join  your  company,  Sr 
Landamman— it  was  you  who  reouested  mine."  ht 
said ;  "  if  my  son  and  I  have  since  become  in  any  n- 
spect  the  objects  of  your  suspicfon,  we  will  gladlypv- 
sue  our  way  separately." 

"  Nay,  be  not  angryi  worthy  guest,"  said  the  Lsa* 
dam  man ;    "  we  Switzera  do   not    rashly  hariMar 
suspicions ;  and  that  we  may  not  harbour  them,  «■ 
speak  reapecting  the  circumatances  out  of  which  tbcr 
might  arise,  more  plainly  than  ia  the  wont  of  mot 
civilized  countriea.    When  I  proposed  to  yon  to  be  or 
companion  on  the  journey,  to  speak  the  truth,  thoop 
it  may  diapleaae  a  father'a  ear.  I  regarded  youraoBJi 
a  80ft,  faint-hearted  youth,  who  was,  as  ^et  at  km, 
too  timid  and  milky-blooded  to  attract  eitber  HMB 
or  regard  from  the  maidens.    But  a  few  bouiB  Ml 
presented  him  to  us  in  the  charactar  of  aock  a  ona  si 
is  sure  to  interest  them.    He  has  accomplished  Ai 
emprise  of  the  bow,  long  thought  unattamabl&  ss^ 
with  which  a  popular  report  connects  an  idle  propoe^. 
He  has  wit  to  make  verses,  and  knows  doubtless  faov 
to  recommend   himself  by  other  accomplishmssa 
which  bind  young  persons  to  each  other,  thongh  iba 
are  lightly  esteemed  by  men  whose  beards  are  mtzsi 
with  gray,  like  yours,  friend  merchant,  and  mine  ova 
Now,  you  must  be  aware,  that  ainoe  my  brother  broke 
terms  with  me,  simply  for  preferring  the  freedom  oft 
Swiss  citizen  to  the  tawdry  and  aervile  condition  oft 
German  courtier,  he  will  not  approve  of  any  one  look* 
ing  towards  his  daughter  who  nath  not  tnc  advas- 
tase  of  noble  blood,  or  who  hath,  what  he  wodd  call 
deoBsed  himself  by  attention  to  merchandise,  to  iht 
cultivation  of  iana— in  a  word,  to  any  art  that  is  aw- 
ful.   Should  your  son  lOve  Anne  of  Qeieisiciu,  he 
preparea  for  htmaelf  danger  and  disappointment  And, 
now  you  know  the  whole,— I  ask  you.  Do  we  travel 
together  or  apart  7" 

«  Even  as  ye  list,  my  worthy  host,"  said  Philipsos. 
in  an  indifferent  tone  ;  "  for  me,  I  can  but  B»f  that 
such  an  attachment  aa  you  speak  of  would  be  aacoo- 
trary  to  my  wishes  aa  to  those  of  your  brother,  or 
what  I  auppoae  are  your  own.  Arthur  Philipaon  sss 
duties  to  perform  totally  inconsistent  with  bis|4ajiM 
the  gentle  bachelor  to  any  maiden  in  Switsolasd 
take  Germany  to  boot,  whether  of  high  or  k>w  d«- 
tfjee.  He  is  an  obedient  son,  besidea-Hfiath  never  l^ 
nously  disobeyed  my  oommanda,  and  I  will  havsaa 
eye  upon  his  motioiu." 

"  Enough,  my  friend,"  said  the  Landamman ;  *«i 
travel  together,  then,  and  I  willingly  keep  mvcngiBil 
purpose,  Deing  both  pleaaed  and^  mstmctea  by  jrsv 
discourse." 

Then  changing  the  conversation,  he  began  to  mk 
whether  his  acquaintance  thought  that  me  leapt 
entered  into  by  tne  King  of  England  and  the  Dakvcf 
Burgundy  would  continue  stable.  "  We  hear  mack,' 
continued  the  Swis^  "of  the  immense  amy  via 
which  King  Edward  proposes  the  recovery  of  ikt 
English  dominions  in  Prance." 

"I  am  well  aware,"  said  Philipaon,  " that  oochi» 
can  be  ao  popular  in  my  country  as  the  invasioaa 
France,  and  the  attempt  to  reconquer  Nimnaadf. 
Maine,  and  Oascony,  the  ancient  appendages  of  ear 
Engiisn  crown.  But  I  greatly  doubt  whether  tte 
voluptuous  usurper,  who  now  calls  himself  kiajL  «d 
be  graced  by  Heaven  with  aaocess  in  such  an  Mfsa* 
ture.  This  Fourth  Edward  ia  brave  indeed,  and  kaf 
gained  every  battle  in  which  he  drew  his  sword,  aai 
they  have  Seen  many  in  number.  But  sioee  b* 
reached,  through  a  bloody  path,  to  the  summit  of  bis 
ambitbn,  he  haa  shown  himself  rather  a 
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Vanchee  than  a  valiant  knigki ;  and  it  is  my  firm  be- 
lief that  flot  even  the  chance  of  recovering  alltho  fair 
dpminiona  which  were  lost  daring  the  civil  wars  ex- 
cited by  bis  ambitious  house,  will  tempt  him  to  ex- 
cban^B  the  soft  beds  of  London,  with  sheets  of  silk 
and  pUlowa  of  down,  and  the  music  of  a  dying  lute  to 
lull  him  to  leat,  for  the  turf  of  Franco  and  the  reveille 
of  an  alarm  trumpet." 

"  It  is  the  better  for  us  should  it  prove  so,"  said  the 
Landamman  ;  "for  if  England  and  Burgundy  were 
to  dismember  France,  as  in  our  father'ft  days  was 
nearly  accomplished,  Duke  Charles  would  then  have 
letsuie  to  exhaust  his  long-hoarded  vengeance  against 
onr  confederacy." 

As  they  conversed  thus,  they  attained  once  more 
the  lawn  in  front  of  Arnold  Biederman's  mansion, 
where  the  contention  of  the  young  men  had  given 
place  to  the  dance  performed  bv  the  young  persona  of 
both  sexes.  The  dance  was  led  by  Anne  of  Qeier- 
itein,  and  the  youthful  stranger;  which,  although  it 
was  the  moat  natural  arrangement,  where  the  one 
was  a  guest,  and  the  other  represented  the  mistress 
of  the  family,  occasioned  theLandammao's  exchang- 
ing a  glance  with  the  elder  Philipson,  as  if  it  had 
held  some  relation  to  the  suspicions  he  had  recently 
expiesaed. 

But  BO  soon  as  her  uncle  and  his  elder  guest  ap- 
paaradL  Anne  of  Gkierstein  took  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity of  a  pauae  to  break  off  the  dance,  and  to  enter 
into  conversation  with  her  kinsman,  as  if  on  the 
domestic  afTaira  under  her  attendance.  PhOipson 
observed^  that  his  host  listened  seriqusiy  to  his  niece's 
communication ;  and  nodding  in  his  frank  manner, 
seemed  to  intimate  that  her  request  should  receive  a 
,  favourable  consideration. 

The  family  were  presently  afterwards  summoned 
to  attend  the  evening  meal,  which  consisted  chiefly 
of  the  excellent  fish  afforded  by  the  neighbouring 
streams  and  lakes.  A  large  cup,  containmg  what 
was  called  the  scklaf-trunJc^  or  sleeping  drinx,  then 
went  round,  which  was  first  quaffed  bv  the  master  of 
the  household,  then  modestly  tasted  bv  the  maiden, 
next  pledged  by  the  two  strangers,  ana  finally  emp- 
tied by  the  rest  of  the  company.  Such  were  then 
the  soher  manners  of  the  Swiss,  afterwards  much 
corrupted  by  their  intercourse  with  more  luxurious 
regions.  The  guests  were  conducted  to  the  sleeping 
apartments,  where  Philipson  and  voung  Arthur  oc- 
cupied the  same  couch,  and  shortly  after  the  whole 
inhabitants  of  tho  household  were  locked  in  sound 
repose. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

When  we  two  meet,  we  meet  like  runhinr  torrents ; 
Like  warring  wind*,  like  flame«  fVom  A-arloui  points, 
Ttiat  mete  each  oUier**  fury-there  is  naught 
Of  elemental  suife,  were  fiends  to  guide  it, 
Can  match  the  wrath  of  man.— FRaNAUD. 

Tke  elder  of  our  two  travellers,  though  a  strong 
man  and  familiar  with  fatigue^  slept  sounder  and 
boger  than  usual  on  the  morning  which  was  now 
beginning  to  dawn,  but  his  son  Arthur  had  that  upon 
his  mind  which  early  interrupted  his  repose. 

The  encounter  with  the  bold  Switzer,  a  chosen 
man  of  a  renowned  race  of  warriors,  was  aii  engage- 
ment, which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  period  in  which 
he  lived,  was  not  to  be  delayed  or  broken.  He  left 
his  father's  side,  avoiding  as  much  as  possible  the 
risk  of  disturbing  him,  though  even  in  that  case  the 
circumstance  would  not  have  excited  any  attention, 
as  he  was  in  the  hobit  of  rising  early,  in  order  to 
make  preparations  for  the  dav's  journey,  to  see  that 
the  guide  wasjon  his  daty,  ana  that  the  mule  had  his 
provender,  and  to  discharge  similar  offices  which 
might  otherwise  have  given  trouble  to  his  father. 
The  old  man^  however,  fatigued  with  the  exertions 
of  the  pre<^ing  day,  slept,  as  we  have  said,  more 
soundly  than  his  wont,  and  Arthur,  arming  himself 
with  his  good  sword,  sallied  out  to  the  lawn  in  front 
of  the  Landamman' s  dwelling,  amid  the  magic  dawn 
of  a  beautiful  harvest  morning  in  the  Swiss  moun- 
tains. 

.The  sun  was  just  about  to  kiss  the  top  of  the  most 
gigantic  of  that  race  of  Titans,  though  the  long  sha- 


dows still  lay  on  the  rough  grass,  which  crispeft  Qn<' 
der  the  young  man's  feet  with  a  atrong  intimation  ii 
frost.  But  Arthur  looked  not  round  on  the  land- 
scape, however  lovely,  which  lay  waiting  one  flash 
from  the  orb  of  day  to  start  into  brilliant  existence. 
He  drew  the  belt  of  his  trusty  sword  which  he  was 
in  the  act  of  fastening  when  he  left  the  house,  and 
ere  he  had  secured  the  buckle,  he  was  many  paces  on 
his  way  towards  the  place  where  he  was  to  use  it. 

It  was  still  the  custom  of  that  military  period,  to 
regard  a  summons  to  combat  as  a  sacred  engage- 
ment, preferable  to  all  others  which  could  be  formed ; 
and  stifling  whatever  inward  feelings  of  reluctance 
Nature  might  oppose  to  the  dictates  of  fashion,  the 
step  of  a  gallant  to  the  place  of  encounter  was  rs' 
quired  to  be  as  free  and  ready,  as  if  he  had  been  going 
to  a  bridal.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  alacrity  was 
altogether  real  on  the  part  of  Arthur  Philipson ;  but  if 
it  were  otherwise,  neither  his  look-nor  pace  betrayed 
the  secret. 

Having  hastily  traversed  the  fields  and  groves 
which  separated  the  Lnndamman's  residence  from 
the  old  castle  of  Geierstein,  he  entered  the  court-yard 
from  the  side  where  the  castle  overlooked  the  land ; 
and  nearly  in  the  same  instant  his  almost  gigantic 
antagonist,  who  looked  yet  more  tall  and  burly  by 
the  pale  morning  light  than  he  had  seemed  the  pre- 
opding  evening,  appeared  ascending  from  the  preca- 
rious bridge  beside  the  torrent,  having  reached  Geier- 
stein by  a  diflerent  route  from  that  pursued  by  the 
Enelisnman. 

The  young  champion  of  Beme  had  hanging  along 
his  back  one  of  those  huge  two-handed  swords,  the 
blade  of  which  measured  five  feet,  and  which  wera 
wielded  with  both  bands.  These  were  almost  imi- 
versally  used  by  the  Swiss ;  for,  besides  the  impres- 
sion which  such  weapons  were  calculated,  to  make 
upon  the  array  of  the  German  men-at-arms,  whose 
armour  was  impenetrable  to  lighter  swords,  they  were 
also  well  calculated  to  defend  mountain  passea, 
where  the  great  bodily  strength  and  agility  of  those 
who  bore  them,  enabled  the  combatants,  in  spite  of 
their  weight  and  length,  to  use  them  with  much  ad- 
dress and  eflect.  One  of  these  gigantic  swords  bung 
round  Rudolph  Donnerhugel's  neck,  the  point  rattling 
against  his  heel,  and  the  handle  extending  itself 
over  his  left  shoulder,  considerably  above  his  head. 
He  carried  another  in  nis  hand. 

"Thou  art  punctual,"  he  called  out  to  Arthur  Philip- 
son, in  a  voice  which  was  distinctly  heard  above  the 
roar  of  the  waterfall,  which  it  seemed  to  rival  in  sul- 
len force.  "  But  I  judged  thou  wouldst  come  with- 
out a  two-handed  sword.  There  is  my  kinsman  Er- 
nest's," he  said,  throwing  oc  the  ground  the  weapon 
which  he  carried,  with  the  hilt  towards  the  young 
Englishman.  "Look,  stranger,  that  thou  dijMjace 
it  not,  for  my  kinsman  will  never  forjfive  me  if  thou 
dost.  Or  thou  mayat  have  mine  iTthou  likest  it 
better." 

The  Englishman  looked  at  the  weapon  with  some 
surprise,  to  the  use  of  which  he  waa  totally  unac- 
customed. .,...„ 

"The  challenger,"  he  said,  "in  all  countnes  where 
honour  is  known,  accepts  the  armaof  the  challenged. ' 

"  He  who  fights  on  a  Swiss  mountain,  fighta  with 
a  Swiss  brand,"  answered  Rudolph.  "Think  you 
our  hands  are  made  to  handle  penknives  1 

"Nor  are  our's  made  to  wield  scythes,"  said  Ar- 
thur; and  muttered  betwixt  histeeth^as  he  looked 
at  the  sword,  which  the  Swiss  continued  to  otlet 
liim— "  Ueum  non  habeot  I  have  not  proved  the 
weanon. 

"  Do  you  repent  the  bargain  you  have  made?"  said 
the'Swiss  J  "  if  so,  cry  craven,  and  return  in  eafety. 
Speak  plainly,  instead  of  pretthng  Latm  hke  a  clerk, 
or  a  shaven  monk."       ,.   .  ,^    „     ,.  ,  uj     u 

"No, proud  man,"  replied  the  Englishman,  "I  ask 
thee  no  forbearance.  I  thought  but. of  a  combat  be- 
tween a  ahepherd  and  a  giant,  in  which  God  gave  the 
victory  to  him  who  had  worse  odds  of  weapons  than 
falls  to  my  lot  to-day.  I  will  fight  as  1  stand.;  my 
own  goo4  eword  shall  serve  my  need  now,  as  it  baa 

done  before."  ,  u      ip    j  .u^ 

"  Content  1— But  blsme  not  me  v?ho  offered  thea 
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Muiliiv  of  u'ca«]nB,''Miuliticniouiilainrer.  ''And 
jMW  liear  mt  Thi»  ia  n  fight  fur  life  or  denth— yon 
wtleiCall  SDUiids  ihe  alarum  ror  our  conflict.— Vus, 
old  belJowfr,"  he  cuniinuod,  lookitiK  back,  "il  is  king 
liace  ihou  haei  heaid  ibe  noise  of  batijvi— and  look 
al  iicFc  we  begin,  oirungEr,  for  if  you  fall,  I  will  coni- 
mil  your  hody  lo  lU  wnicrs." 

"And  if  ilioii  faU'el,  proud  Snias."  answered  Ar- 
thur, "Mweli  I  trust  thy  |)re»um|5iion  kads  lo  de- 
■Iruclion.  1  will  have  thus  buried  in  ilie  church  ni 
Einiiedien,  whpre  the  priests  shell  ems  miuseB  far 
ihy  Boul— ihy  iwu-haniied  sword  shall  be  diqilayed 
abuvc  Ibv  eravc,  and  a  ■i.'rall  ahsU  lell  the  passenger, 
Hvre  Ilea  a  bear's  cub  of  Bcrae,  slain  by  Arthur  ibc 
En)diihman." 

"  The  slono  is  not  in  SwHzeiland,  rocky  as  it  Is," 
said  Itudululi,  acornTully,  "thai  shall  bear  that  io- 
seriptlon.    Propare  thyself  for  battle." 

The  English tniui  cast  a  calm  and  deliberate  glance 
around  the  scene  ofBCtion—n  court-yard,  partly  open, 
liarily  encumbered  with  ruins,  in  less  and  larger 

'""Kie%lnks,"  Bald  he  lo  bimaelf .■'a  nia.ierof  his 
,  weapon,  wiib  llie  Instruclions  uf  Itottnfsnna  of  Flo- 
rones  in  bis  remembrance,  a  IirIii  heart,  a  good  blade, 
a  Jiroi  hand,  and  a  just  cause,  iniuhl  make  up  a  worsu 
odda  than  two  feot  of  steel." 

Thinkinp  thus,  and  imprinting  on  his  mind,  as 
much  as  the  lime  would  permit,  every  circumslsnce 
of  Uie  hKsllly  around  him  wliich  promised  advan- 
lage  in  tbe  combat,  and  takinf;  his  station  in  the 
miitdle  uf  the  court-yard  where  the  ground  was  en- 
lirely  clear,  ho  Dung  his  cloak  from  liim,  and  drew 

Rudolph  had  at  lirat  believed  ihal  his  foreien  anlago- 
nisl  wisaneHeminstE  vouth.  who  vruuld  be  swept  ftiom 
brforshimal  tlie  first  nourish  of  bis  (renu-ndous  wea- 
pon.  But  ihs  firm  and  walehfid  altitude  assumed  by 
Ihe  young  man,  reminded  the  Swiss  uf  ihe  deficien- 
ciea  of  his  own  amrieldy  implemcnl,  and  made  him 


.o  avoid  any  prcciintation  which  miKht 

uivB  any  adranta^  lo  an  tnciny  who  wcmed  both 
daring  and  vjfiilant.  lie  nnslwDihciI  hia  luiipi  sword, 
bjr  drawing  il  over  lbs  left  ihouldar,  an  opeiaiion 
which  reiiuired  some  little  lime,  and  miglil  have  otter- 
ed (bnnidable  advantage  la  his  antagnniM.  had  Ar- 


mainedfinn,  however,  until' ihe  Swi 
bright  brani 


nd,  holding  It  aci 


0  b^ii  tl 

playinif  hlii 

:,  ana  llie  facility 
[nod  firm  within 
sping  hIa  weapon 
a  little  before  his 
iglil  imward.  The 
,  ..rried  his  sword  in 

js  face  in  a  borizontal 

X  ready  to  atrike,  thrust,  or 


"The  lonseat  sKord  should  strike  first,"  said 
thur ;  and  the  words  had  not  left  his  mouih  when 

which,  Ih! 
appeared 


-„ . -  .J  parry,  however  dexterously 

inleipoaed.  could  have  bomed  the  ruinous  descent  of 
thaldreadbl  weapon,  by  which  the  champum  of  Berne 


bad 


0  begin  the  battle  and  end 
■— ■■  —  over-estimated  the  jns- 
livil;:  of  his  limhs.  Ere 


g  Phllipson  had  not  oycr-estimated  thujiL 


head  from, I 


n.  of  uhich  every  individuslblowseemadadS- 
o  Ji'tvc  a  solid  rook.  The  EneUahmsB  n 
Ikil  11  give  ground,  now  backwsrdi.  dpi 
tiL^  f')  ihe  one  side  or  the  other,  now  sviiliq 
r  'jl  ilie  ftagments  of  the  ruina,  butwitebai 
ill  wiih  the  utmost  composure,  the  am- 
lit  Birengtbof  hiBenraoedenemjrni^ 

uriQus  blow  he  might  again  lay  kimtdf 

K  attack.    The  Istier  of  theK  adva. 

!.vi  ii.arly  occurnd,  for  m  ihe  middle  of  bii 

ns  cuarge,  the  Swiiier  stambled  ovcraliip 

ciini:Galcd  amnnn  ibe  long  grass,  and  m  m 

— '■' — -U  reesived  a  severe  bbw  itna 

anlasonisl.    Ii  lighwd  upon  til 

— „  of  which  enclosed  n  small  sM 

rap.  BO  that  hi;  escaped  unwuunried,  and  ipnngiDt  ^ 
renewed  the  balllo  with  nnabalcd  fury,  thouiiil 
secmeil  to  the  young  Englishman  with  breath  muds' 
what  short,  lud  blows  d«(lt  with  more  caation. 

They  wen  sllll  CODtettding  with  equal  lutuiiH, 
when  a  Biern  voice,  riling  over  the  clash  cf  swcndit 
S3  WL'll  as  ihe  luat  of  waters,  called  out  In  a  com- 
mniiding  torn'.  "On  yourlive*  forbear!" 

The  two  combalania  sunk  llie  poiiiis  of  iMii 
swrde.  not  very  sorry  perhaps  for  the  intenipi»ai< 
a  Blrife  which  mint  otherwise  have  hsd  s  deadly  H^ 
minailon.  They  looked  round,  and  the  LanrisiuDM 
sinod  before  ihcm,  wlih  anger  frowning  on  his  broa 
and  expressive  forehead. 

"How  now,  boys  I"  lie  said ;  "are  you  guesugl 
Arnold  Blederman,  and  do  you  ditbonour  niibgw 
by  acts  violence  nH>rc  becoming  ihe  wolves  of  ibi 
niDunlalns.  than  bebiga  to  whom  the  great  Cniu 
hss  given  a  fuim  after  his  own  likeness,  and  aaa- 
mortal  soul  tobu  saved  by  penance  nnd  repeottnMr 

".\rthur,"  said  lbs  elder  Philipeoo,  who  hadraos 
up  at  the  same  time  with  their  boat.  "  what  ftemyii 
thiB?  Arc  yourducica  of  so  light  and  hsedleWBM- 
ture.  as  io  give  time  snd  place  for  qnairels  snd  cea- 
baidwiih  eiery  idle  boor  who  chances  lo  be  bosnil 
al  onc-e  and  bull-lieadai  T' 

The  yoiiiii^  men,  whose  airife  had  ceased  at  ibl 
Cntrnnce  tl'  i<ichc  uneipected  spectators,  stood  lin- 

"U.uiliil)ili  linnnerhugel,"  sakl  the  LandamBq^ 
"give  till'  BH'ord  to  me— lo  me,  the  owner  uf  IW 
Hniuiid,  till'  master  of  this  family,  and  magisintiof 


("v'nrlj'or  shMt'SeSV"  "  '  *"  '"""'"•■"» 
He  gave  hie  Iwo-handed  sword  to  ibe  Landamrnii. 
IVow,  by  my  honest  word."  said  Blederman,"  it  ii 
the  same  with  which  thy  father  Siqihen  fought  N 
gloriouBly  at  Sempacb,  abreast  with  thebnuiwDt 
winkelried  !  Shame  It  le,  that  il  should  he  dnwnM 
a  helpless  Biranger.— '  -  ..       .     . 


"Iteh  ■■ 
Thrs'ipi!! 


Biraoger.— And  rou,  young  ar,"  coaUDSsd 
I.  addressing  Arthur,  while  his  falhtt  MJf 
letime,  "toungman,  yield  npyssrnnM 


lice  of  hia  owneye,< 

the  blade  descended, ^ „  „ 

risd  him  from  beneath  iis  beavy  sway,  aiid  bcfbro  tht 
Swtea could  again  raise  hissword  aloft,  he  received  e 
vround,  though  a  ellghl  one,  upon  iholefi  arm.  Ir 
ritated  al  the  failure  and  at  the  wound,  the  Swiiiei 

heaved  up  his  sword  once  more,  and  availing  him-  l,hji„i<:,i 

self  of  a  strength  corresponding  to  hia  size,  he  die-  .,  i  ..jj.  i  i.  ihlnks  tl 
charged  towards  his  adversary  a  succession  of  blows,  ,  ji„r„,,  .,=in  «i  high." 
downright,  athwart,  horiionial,  and  from  left  to  '("uiiMn  Rudolph,"  i 
fight,  with  such  surpriaing  sirtnglh  and  velaeily,  that  ing  his  brow  as  his  i 
''  — — ■—'  -"  ■■—  addreai  of  the  young  Englishman,  iboi^ht  theeasgsneroi 
; i..j: . ; — ,  to  evade  J  quatrelsoms ;  BiS  you, 


, ....    replied  the  young  Eaidi* 

t.  lor  my  part.  I  hold  our  slrifo  at  aa  (sd. 
gentleman  called  me  hitbcr.onatriiua 
I  Funui'ivE:,  of  dHirnge:  I  can  give  my  unquiliM 
lesiinieny  to  his  callanlry  and  awoidmandiipi  nl 
as  I  trust  bf  will  say  nothing  to  ihs  shsnM«>r 
manhooil,  1  think  our  iinfe  has  lasled  longano^ 
for  the  purpose  which  jgave  rise  to  it." 

"Too  lone  lor  mfi^said  Rudolph,  frankly;  'ibt. 

green  eleere  of  my  doubtel,  which  1  worsof  thstca- 

lour  out  of  my  tovc  lo  the  Foiot  Cantonis  is  «•• 

ai<iini>i<  iiiio  na  dirty  a  crimson  as  could  hivs  bM 

■  :!■  '.yer  In  ypres  or  Ghent.    Bti1Ih«art(r 

ive  siianger  who  has  epoiled  my  jpva, 

inister  alesson  he  willnol  soon  bnf- 

I '  ilshmen  been  hke  your  gueau  ""W 

.,'  I-   <jj.    <  I'lhlnks  the  mound  at  Bultishofa  M 


by  parrying,  shiftina  eluding,  o 
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when  a  Swiss  says  the  quarrel  is  over,  there  is  oo 
chaoce  of  its  being  renewed.  We  are  not  like  the 
men  of  the  valleys  to  the  eastward,  who  nurse  revenge 
as  if  it  were  a  favourite  child.  And  now,  join  hands, 
mv  children,  and  let  us  forget  this  foolish  feud." 

*Here  is  my  hand,  brave  stranger/'  said  Donner- 
hogel  i  **  thou  hast  taught  me  a  trick  of  fence,  and 
when  we  have  broken  our  fast,  we  will,  by  your  leave, 
to  the  forest,  where  I  will  teacn  you  a  trick  of  wood- 
craft in  return.  When  your  foot  na  th  half  the  experi- 
ence of  vour  band,  and  your  eye  hath  gained  a  por- 
tion of  the  steadiness  of  your  heart,  you  will  not  find 
many  hunters  to  match  you." 

Arthur,  with  all  the  ready  confidence  of  youth, 
readily  embraced  a  proposition  so  frankly  made,  and 
before  they  reachea  the  house,  various  subjects  of 
sport  were  eagerly  discussed  between  them,  with  as 
much  cordiality  as  if  no  disturbance  of  their  concord 
had  taken  place. 

"  Now  this,"  said  the  Landamman,  "  is  as  it  should 
be.  I  am  ever  ready  to  forgive  the  headlong  impetuosi- 
ty of  our  youth,  if  they  will  be  but  manly  and  open 
in  their  reconciliation,  and  bear  their  heart  on  their 
tongue,  as  a  true  Swiss  should." 

"These  two  vouths  had  made  but  wild  work  of  it, 
however,"  said  PhiUpson,  "had  not  your  care,  my 
worthy  host,  learned  of  their  rendezvous,  and  called 
me  to  assist  in  breaking  their  purpose.  May  I  ask 
how  it  came  to  your  knowledge  so  opportunely  1" 

"It  was  e'en  through  means  of  my  uomestic  fairy," 
anawered  Arnold  Biederman,  "  who  seems  bom  for 
the  f90od  luck  of  my  family,— I  mean  my  niece,  Anne, 
who  had  observed  a  glove  exchanged  betwixt  the 
two  young  braggadocios,  and  heard  them  mention 
Geierstein  and  break  of  day.  O^  sir,  it  is  much  to 
aee  a  woman's  sharpness  of  wit !  it  would  have  been 
loos  enough  ere  any  of  mv  thick-headed  sons  had 
ahown  themselves  so  apprehensive." 

"  I  think  I  see  our  propitious  protectress  peeping  at 
na  from  yonder  high  ground,"  said  Philipson ;  but  it 
seems  as  if  she  would  willingly  observe  us  without 
being  seen  in  return." 

"  Ay,"  said  the  Landamman,  "  she  has  been  look- 
ing; out  to  see  that  there  has  been  no  hurt  done ;  and 
now»  I  warrant  me,  the  foolish  girl  is  ashamed  of 
having  shown  such  a  laudable  degree  of  interest  in  a 
matter  of  the  kind." 

"Methinks,"  said  the  Englishman,  "I  would  wil- 
lingly return  mv  thanks,  in  your  presence,  to  the 
iur  maiden  to  whom  I  have  been  so  highly  indebted." 
"  There  can  be  no  better  time  than  the  present,'^ 
aaid  the  Landamman;  and  he  sent  through  the 
gloves  the  maiden's  name,  in  one  of  those  shrilly  ac- 
cented tones  which  we  have  already  noticed. 

Anne  of  Geierstein,  as  Philipson  had  before  ob- 
aerved,  was  stationed  upon  a  knoll  at  some  distance, 
and  concealed,  as  she  thought,  firom  notice,  by  a 
Bcreen  of  bruahwood.  She  started  at  her  uncle's 
■ummons,  therefore,  but  presently  obeyed  it;  and 
avoiding  the  young  men,  who  passed  ea  foremost, 
ahe  joined  the  Landamman  and  Philipson,  by  a  cir- 
cuitous path  through  the  woods. 

**My  worthy  friend  and  guest  would  speak  with 
yoii,  Anne,"  said  the  Landamman,  so  soon  as  the 
Dooming  greeting  had  been  exchanged.  The  Swiss 
Disuden  coloured  over  brow  as  well  as  cheek,  when 
Philtpaon,  with  a  grace  which  seemed  beyond  his 
callins,  addressed  her  in  these  words  :— 

^'It  nappens  sometimes  to  us  merchants,  my  fair 
young  friend  that  we  are  unlucky  enough  not  to  pos- 
■eaa  means  for  the  instant  defraying  of  our  d^ts ;  but 
bo  is  justly  held  amongst  us  as  the  meanest  of  man- 
kind who  does  not  acknowledge  them.  Accept,  there- 
lore,  the  thanks  of  a  father,  whose  son  your  courage, 
ynly  yesterday,  saved  from  destruction,  and  whom 
your  prudence  has,  this  very  morning,  rescued,  fi'om 
t  great  danger.  And  grieve  me  not,  by  refusing  to 
nrear  these  earrings,  he  added,  producing  a  small 
fowel-caae,  which  he  opened  as  he  spoke ;  they  are, 
li  ia  true,  only  of  pearls,  but  they  have  not  been 
thought  unworthy  the  ears  of  a  countess" — 

"  And  must,  therefore,"  said  the  old  Landamman, 
"  ahow  misplaced  on  the  person  of  a  Swiss  maiden 
al  Unterwaiden ;  for  such  and  no  more  is  my  niece 
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Anne  while  she  .resides  in  my  solitude.  Methinks, 
good  Master  Philipson,  you  display  less  than  your 
uMial  judgment  in  matching  the  quality  of  your  gifts 
with  the  rank  of  her  on  whom  they  are  bestowed— as 
a  merchant,  too,  you  should  remember  that  large 
guerdons  will  lighten  your  gains." 

*'Let  me  crave  your  pardon,  my  good  host,"  an- 
swered the  Englishman,  "  while  J  reply,  that  at  least 
I  have  consulted  my  own  sense  of  the  obligation  under 
which  I  labour,  and  have  chosen,  out  of  what  I  have 
at  my  free  disposal,  that  which  I  thought  might  best 
express  it  I  trust  the  host  whom  I  have  found  hitherto 
so  kind,  will  not  prevent  this  young  maiden  from  ac- 
cepting what  is  at  least  not  unbecoming  the  rank  she 
is  bom  to :  and  you  will  judge  me  unjustly  if  you  think 
me  capable  of  doing  either  myself  or  vou  the  wrong,  of 
offering  any  token  of  a  value  beyond  what  I  can  well 
spare. '^ 

The  Landamman  took  the  jewel-case  into  his  own 
hand. 

"  I  have  ever  set  my  countenance,"  he  said,  "against 
gaudy  gems,  which  are  leading  us  daily  further  astray 
irom  the  simplicitv  of  our  fathers  and  mothers.— And 
yet,"  he  added,  with  a  good-humoured  smile,  and  hold- 
ing one  of  the  ear-rings  close  to  his  relation's  face, 
"  the  ornaments  do  set  off  the  wench  rarely,  and  they 
say  girls  have  more  pleasure  in  wearing  such  toys  than 
gray-haired  men  can  coranrehend.  Wherefore,  dear 
Anne,  as  thou  hast  deserved  a  dearer  trust  in  a  greater 
matter,  1  refer  thee  entirely  to  thine  own  wisdom,  to 
accept  of  our  good  friend's  costly  present,  and  wear  it 
or  not  as  thou  thinkest  fit." 

"  Since  such  is  your  pleasure^  my  best  friend  and 
kinsman,"  said  the  young  maiden,  blushing  as  she 
spoke,  "  I  will  not  give  pain  to  our  valued  guest,  by 
refusing  what  he  desires  so  earnestly  that!  should 
accept;  but,  by  his  leave,  good  uncle,  and  yours,  I 
will  oestow  these  splendid  ear-rings  on  the  an  line  of 
Our  Lady  of  Einsiedlin,  to  express  our  general  grati- 
tude to  her  protecting  favour,  which  has  been  around 
us  in  the  terrora  of  yesterday  s  storm,  and  the  alarms 
of  this  morning^s  discord." 

"By  Our  Lady,  the  wench  speaks  sensibly!"  said 
the  Landamman ;  "  and  her  wisdom  has  applied  the 
bounty  well,  my  good  guest,  to  bespeak  prayere  for  thy 
family  and  mine,  and  for  the  aeneral  peace  of  Unler- 
walden.— €ro  to,  Anne,  thou  snalt  have  a  necklace  of 
jet  at  next  shearing-feast,  if  our  fleeces  bear  any  price 
in  the  market' 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Let  him  who  will  not  pnikrtd  peace  reoeive, 
Be  Mted  with  Uie  plefuet  which  war  eeii  gin ; 
And  well  thy  hatmd  of  the  ^ooe  ii  known. 
If  now  thy  eoul  reject  the  friendship  ihown. 

HOOLB'8  Ti 


Tna  ^confidence  betwixt  the  Landamman  and  the 
English  merchant  appeared  to  increase  during  the 
course  of  a  few  busy  days,  which  occurred  before  that 
appointed  for  the  commencement  of  their  journey  to 
tne  court  of  Charles  of  Burgundy.  The  stateof  Europe, 
and  of  the  Helvetian  Confederacy,  has  been  already 
alluded  to ;  but,  for  the  distinct  explanation  m$  our 
story,  may  be  here  briefly  recapitulated. 

In  the  interval  of  a  week,  whilst  the  English  travel- 
lers remained  at  Geieretein,  meetings  or  diets  were 
held,  as  w^  of  the  City  Cantons  of  the  confederacy, 
as  of  those  of  the  Forest.  The  former,  aggrieved  by 
the  taxes  imposed  on  their  commerce  bv  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy,  rendered  yet  more  intolerable  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  agents  whom  he  employed  in  such  op- 
pression, were  eager  for  war,  in  which  they  had  hitherto 
uniformly  found  victory  and  wealth.  Many  of  them 
were  also  privately  instigated  to  arms  by  the  largesses 
of  Louis  Al.,  who  spared  neither  intrigues  nor  gold  to 
effect  a  breach  betwixt  these  dauntless  confederates 
and  his  formidable  enemy,  Charles  the  Bold. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  were  many  reasons  which 
appeared  to  render  it  impolitic  for  the  Switzers  to  en- 
gage in  war  with  one  of  the  most  wealthv,  most  ob- 
stinate, and  most  powerful  princes  in  Europe,— for 
such  unquestionably  was  Charlesof  Burgundy,— with- 
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out  ihc  existence  of  some  strong  reason  affectinR  their 
own  honour  ond  independence.  Every  dav  brought 
fresh  intelligence  from  the  interior,  that  Eaward  the 
Fourth  of  England  had  entered  into  a  strict  and  inti- 
mate alliance,  utfcnsive  and  defensive,  with  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy,  and  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  Eng- 
Hsh  Kme,  renowned  for  his  numerous  victories  over 
the  rivalhouse  of  Lancaster,  by  which,  after  various 
reverses,  he  had  obtained  undisputed  possession  of 
the  throne,  to  re-assert  his  claims  to  those  provinces 
of  France,  so  long  held  by  his  ancestors,  it  seemed 
as  if  this  alone  were  wanting  to  his  fame,  and  that, 
having  subdued  his  internal  enemies,  he  now  turned 
his  eyes  to  the  regnininc;  of  those  rich  and  valuable 
foreign  possessions  whicli  hnd  been  lost  during  the 
Administration  of  the  feeble  Henry  VI.  and  the  civil 
discords  so  dreadfully  prosecuted  m  the  wars  of  the 
White  and  Red  Roses.  It  was  universally  known, 
that  throughout  England  generally,  the  loss  of  the 
French  provinces  was  felt  as  a  national  degradation  ; 
and  that  not  only  the  nobility,  who  had  in  consequcnre 
been  deprive<i  of  the  large  fiefs  whir.h  they  had  held 
in  Normandy,  Gascony,  Maine,  and  Aniou,  but  the 
warlike  gentrj',  accustomed  to  gain  both  fame  and 
wealth  at  the  expense  of  France,  and  the  fiery  yeo- 
manry, whose  bows  had  decided  so  manv  fatal  battles, 
were  as  eager  to  renew  the  conflict,  as  their  ancestors 
of  Cressy,  Poitiers,  and  Aeinrourt,  had  been  to  follow 
their  sovereign  to  the  fields  of  victory,  on  whicli  their 
deeds  had  conferred  deathless  renown. 

The  latest  and  most  authentic  intelligence  bore, 
that  the  King  of  England  wns  on  the  point  of  pass- 
ing to  France  in  person,  (an  invasion  rendered  easy 
by  his  possession  of  Calais,)  with  an  army  superior  in 
numbers  and  disci))hne  to  any  with  which  an  English 
monarch  had  ever  before  entered  that  kingdom  ;  that 
all  the  hostile  preparations  were  completed,  and  thnt 
the  arrival  of  Edward  might  instantly  be  expected ; 
whilst  the  powerful  co-operation  of  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, and  the  assistance  of  numerous  disafToctcd 
French  noblemen  in  the  pro\'inccs  which  had  been 
BO  long  under  the  English  dominion,  threatened  a 
fearful  issue  of  the  war  to  Louis  XI.,  sagacious,  wise, 
and  powerful,  as  that  prince  unquestionably  was. 

It  would  no  doubt  have  been  the  wisest  policy  of 
Charles  of  Burgundj',  when  thus  engaging  in  an  alli- 
ance against  his  most  formidable  neighbour,  and 
hereditary  as  well  as  personal  enemv,  to  nave  avoided 
all  cause  of  quarrel  with  the  Helvetian  Confederacy, 
a  poor  but  most  warlike  people,  who  already  had 
been  taught  by  repeated  successes,  to  feel  that  their 
hardy  infantry  could,  if  necessary,  engage  on  terms 
of  equaliiy,  or  even  of  advantage,  the  flower  of  that 
chivalry,  which  had  hitherto  been  considen*d  as  form- 
ing the  strength  of  European  battle.  But  the  mea- 
sures of  Charles,  whom  fortune  had  opposed  to  the 
most  astucious  and  politic  monarch  of  his  time,  were 
always  dictated  by  passionate  feeling  and  impulse, 
rather  than  by  a  judicious  consideration  of  the  cir- 
cumstances m  which  ho  stood.  Haughty,  proud,  and 
uncompromising,  though  neither  destitute  of  honour 
nor  generosity,  he  despised  and  hated  what  he  termed 
the  paltry  associations  of  herdsmen  and  shepherds, 
united  with  a  few  towns  which  subsisted  chiefly  by 
cpmwierce;  and  instead  of  courting  the  Helvetian 
Cantons,  like  his  crafty  enemy,  or  ai  least  afllbrding 
them  no  ostensible  pretence  of  quarrel,  he  omitted  no 
opportunity  of  showin/j  the  disregani  and  contempt 
in  wbicti  he  held  their  upstart  consequence,  and  of 
evincing  the  secret  longing  which  he  entertained  to 
take  vengeance  upon  them  for  the  quantity  of  noble 
blood  which  they  had  shed,  and  to  compensate  the 
repeated  successes  they  had  gained  over  the  feudal 
lords,  of  whom  he  imagined  himself  the  destined 
avenger. 

.  The  Duke  of  Burgundy's  possessions  in  the  Alsa- 
tian territory  anoraed  him  many  opportunities  for 
wreak mg  his  displeasure  upon  tho  Swiss  League. 
The  little  castle  and  town  of  Ferette,  lying  within  ten 
or  eleven  miles  of  Hftle,  served  as  a  thoroughfare  to 
tnc  traffic  of  Berne  and  Soleurc,  the  two  principal 
towns  of  the  confederation.  In  this  place  the  Duke 
posted,  a  governor,  or  seneschal,  who  wae  also  an 
aaministrator  of  the  revenue,  and  seemed  bom  on 


purpose  to  be  the  plague  and  scourge  of  his  rejiaUkin 
neighbours. 

Archibald  von  Hagenbach  was  a  (Sennan  nobk; 
whose  posst^ssions  lay  in  Suabia,  and  wa<  maw- 
sally  esteemed  one  of  the  fiercest  and  most  lawknof 
that  frontier  nobility,  known  bythc  nameofRobbo- 
knights  and  Robber-counts.  These  dignitaries,  te- 
cause  they  held  their  fiefs  of  the  Holy  Roman  Eroipire, 
claimed  as  complete  sovereignty  within  their  imi- 
tories  of  a  mile  square,  as  any  retgiiing  prince  of  Ge^ 
many  in  his  more  extended  dominions.  They  leriai 
tolls  and  taxes  on  strangers,  and  imprisoDed,  tiied, 
and  executed  those  who,  as  they  alleged,  had  con* 
mitfed  offences  within  their  petty  domains.  But 
especially,  and  in  further  exercise  of  thdr  seignonu  i 
pnvilt^ges,  they  made  war  on  each  other,  and  on  tl» 
Fret'  Cities  of  the  Empire,  attacking  and  pluodetiflg 
without  mercy  the  caravans,  or  l.irgc  trains  of  wif> 
gons,  by  which  the  internal  commerce  of  Gerrour 
was  carried  on. 

A  succession  of  injuries  done  and  received  by  Ardi- 
bald  of  Hagenbach,  who  had  been  one  of  the  ficroHl 
stickler.*'  for  this  pnvilege  oi  fauatrtdit  or  club-Ira 
MS  it  niny  be  termed,  had  ended  in  his  being  obligei 
though  somewhat  advanced  in  life,  to  leave  a  eounn 
where  his  tenure  of  existence  was  become  extmnif 
precarious,  and  to  engage  in  the  service  of  the  DiAl 
of  Burgundy,  who  willingly  employed  him,  m  b 
was  a  man  of  high  descent  and  proved  valour,  nl 
not  the  less,  perhaps,  that  he  was  sure  to  fiodiai 
man  of  Hagpnbach's  fierce,  rapacious,  and  haaghir 
disposition,  the  unscrupulous  executk>ner  ofwhttw- 
ev( T  severities  it  niignt  be  his  maatcr's  pleaaun  li 

enjoin.  .■  _i^  a 

The  traders  of  Berne  and  Soleure,  accoroinnA 
made  loud  and  violent  complaints  of  Hagenbtori 
exactions.  The  impositions  laid  on  oommoditM 
which  passed  through  his  district  of  La  Feretta^H. 
whatever  place  they  might  be  ultimately  boand, 
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conduct  on  tho  part  of  the  Governor  of  La  Fei^ 
and  requested  of  his  Grace's  goodnesa  that  he  vow 
withdraw  Von  Hagenbach  from  their  neighbourhood^  A 
but  the  Duke  treat'c-d  their  complaints  with  coDMunpL  \ 
The  Swiss  League  carried  their  remonatrancea  biglMik  \ 
and  required  that  justice  should  be  done  on  d^^^ 
vernor  of  La  Ferette,  as  having  offended  agunst  iki  r 
law  of  nations ;  but  they  were  equally  unaUe  to  ^ 
tract  attention  ox  obtain  redress.  ^ 

At  length  the  Diet  of  the  Confederation  detemiMr 
to  send  the  solemn  deputation  which  haa  been  w 
peatedly  mentioned.  One  or  two  of  theea  envoi* 
joined  with  the  calm  and  prudent  Arnold  BiedenM^ 
in  the  hope  that  so  solemn  a  measure  might  open  MW 
eyes  of  the  Duke  to  the  wicked  injustice  ofhiirtpn^ 
sentativc ;  othera  among  the  deputiea,  having noNS 
peaceful  views,  were  determined,  by  this  resom  ifr 
monstrance,  to  pave  the  way  for  hoetilitiea. 

Arnold  Biederman  was  an  especial  adrpciieif 
peace,  while  its  preservation  was  compatiUo  *»l 
national  independence,  and  the  honour  of  theeoa» 
deracy ;  but  the  younger  Philipson  soiqn  d»co«Ml 
that  the  Landamman  alone,  of  all  hia  fomilMBf 
rished  these  moderate  viewa.  The  opinion  oi  Hi 
sons  had  been  swayed  and  seduced  by  the  tmpetiiDil 
eloquence  and  overbearing  influence  of  Raqolphtf 
Donnerhugcl.  who,  bv  some  feats  of  pecniitr  jp 
lantry,  and  the  consideration  due  to  the  merit  of  Ml 
ancestors,  had  acquired  an  influence  in  tbecooBcy 
of  his  native  canton,  and  with  the  youth  of.pj 
League  in  general,  beyond  what  was  uaually  yMfli 
by  tnesc  wise  repubhcans  to  men  itf  his  eafif^ 
Arthur,  who  waa  now  an  acceptable, and  waeo** 
companion  of  all  their  hunting  partiea  and  nam 
sports,  heard  nothing  among  the  young  men  bat  as- 
ticipations  of  war^  rendered  deligbtfii]  uf  the  hopeiJg 
booty  and  of  distincth)n,  whico  were  lo  beootiMM* 
by  the  Switzers.  The  feats  of  their  anoeaton  iMj^ 
the  GoTiians  had  been  ao  wonderfiil  aa  to  miJiMins 
fabulous  victories  of  romance ;  and  while  toe  i 
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noe  ponessed  the  same  hardf  limbs,  and  the  same 
inflexible  courage,  they  easerly  anticipated  the  same 
dtsjtinguished  success,  when  the  Grovernor  of  La 
rmtte  wss  mentioned  in  the  conversation,  he  was 
OMially  spoken  of  as  the  bandog  of  Burgundy,  or  the 
Alsatian  mastiflT;  and  intimations  were  openly  given, 
that  if  his  course  were  not  instantly  checked  by  his 
master,  and  he  himself  withdrawn  from  the  frontiers 
of  Switserland,  Archibald  of  Hagenbach  would  find 
hi8  fortress  no  protection  from  the  awakened  indig- 
nation of  the  wronged  inhabitants  of  Soleure,  and 
particularly  of  those  of  Berne. 

This  general  disposition  to  war  among  the  vounjg 
Switzera  was  reported  to  the  elder  Philipson  By  his 
son.  and  led  him  at  one  time  to  hesitate  whether  he 
oognt  not  rather  to  resume  all  (he  inconveniences 
ana  dangers  of  a  journey,  accompanied  only  by  Ar- 
thur, than  run  the  risk  ot  the  quarrels  in  which  he 
might  be  involved  by  the  unruly  conduct  of  these 
fierce  mountain  youths,  after  they  should  have  left 
their  own  frontiers.  Such  an  event  would  have  had, 
in  a  peculiar  degree,  the  effect  of  destroying  every 
purpose  of  his  journey ;  but  respected  as  Arnold  Bie- 
derman  waa  by  his  family  and  countrymen,  the  Eng- 
lish merchant  concluded,  upon  the  whole,  that  his 
influence  would  be  able  to  restrain  his  companions 
until  the  great  question  of  peace  or  war  should  be 
determined,  and  especially  until  they  should  have  dis- 
charged their  commisnon  by  obtaining  an  audience 
of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ;  and  after  this  he  should  be 
separated  from  their  society,  and  not  liable  to  be  en- 
gaged in  any  responsibility  for  their  ulterior  measures. 
After  a  delay  of  about  ten  days,  the  deputation 
commissioned  to  remonstrate  with  the  Duke  on  the 
oggressions  and  exactions  of  Archibald  of  Hagen- 
bach, at  length  assembled  at  Gteierstein,  from  whence 
the  roembera  were  to  journey  forth  together.  They 
were  three  in  number,  besides  the  young  BjBrnese,  and 
the  Landamman  of  Unterwaiden.  One  was,  like  Ar- 
nold, a  proprietor  from  the  Forest  Cantons,  wearing 
a  dress  scarcely  handsomer  than  that  of  a  common 
busman,  but  distinguished  by  the  beauty  and  size 
of  his  long  silvery  beard.  His  name  was  Nicholas 
Bonstetcen.  Melcbior  Sturmthal,  banner-bearer  of 
Berne,  a  man  of  middle  age,  and  a  soldier  of  distin- 
guished courage,  with  Adam  Zimmermen,  a  burgess 
of  Soleure,  who  was  considerably  older,  completed 
the  number  of  the  envoys. 

Each  was  dressed  after  his  best  fashion :  but  not- 
withstanding that  the  severe  eye  of  Arnold  Bieder- 
man  cenanrra  one  or  two  silver  belt-buckles,  as  well 
as  a  chain  of  the  same  metal,  which  decorated  the 
portly  person  of  the  burgess  of  Soleure,  it  seemed 
that  a  powerful  and  victorious  people,  for  such  the 
Swiis  were  now  to  be  esteemed,  were  never  repre- 
sented by  an  embassy  of  such  patriarchal  simplicity. 
The  deputies  traveUed  on  foot,  with  their  piked  staves 
in  their  hands,  like  pilgrims  bound  for  someplace  of 
devotion.  Two  mules,  which  bore  their  little  stock 
of  baggage,  were  led  by  younc  lads,  sons  or  cousins 
of  membere  of  the  embassy,  who  had  obtained  per- 
mission in  this  manner  to  get  such  a  glance  of  the 
world  beyond  the  mountains,  as  this  journey  pro- 
mised to  sfibrd.  ...  „       , 

But  although  their  retinue  was  small,  so  far  as  re- 
spected either  state  or  personal  attendance  and  accom- 
modation, the  dangerous  circumstances  of  the  times, 
and  the  very  unsettled  state  of  the  country  beyond 
dieir  own  territories^  did  not  permit  men  charged 
with  afiairs  of  such  importance  to  travel  without  a 
guard.  Even  the  danger  arising  from  the  wolve^ 
which,  when  pinched  oy  the  approach  of  winter, 
have  been  known  to  descend  from  their  mountain 
fastnesses  into  open  villages,  such  o»  those  the  travel- 
lers might  choose  to  quarter  in,  rendered  the  presence 
of  some  escort  necessary ;  and  the  bands  of  deserters 
from  various  services,  who  formed  parties  of  banditti 
on  the  frontiers  olf  Alsatia  and  Germany,  combined 
to  recommend  such  a  precaution.  ,  ,  ,  . 
Accordingly,  about  twenty  of  the  selected  youth 
from  the  various  Swiss  cantons,  including  Rudiger, 
Ernest,  and  Sigismond,  Arnold  s  three  eldest  sons, 
attended  upon  the  deputation;  they  did  not,  however, 
observe  any  miUtary  order,  or  mareh  close  or  near  to 


the  patriarchal  train.  On  the  contrary,  they  formed 
hunting  parties  of  five  or  six  together,  who  explorsd 
the  rocks,  woods,  and  pass^  of  the  mountainsb 
through  which  the  envoys  journeyed.  Their  slower 
pace  allowed  the  active  young  men,  who  were  ac- 
companied by  their  large  shaggy  dogs,  full  time  to 
destroy  wolves  and  bears,  or  occasionally  to  surprise 
a  chamois  among  the  clins;  while  the  hunters,  even 
while  in  purauit  of  their  sport,  were  careful  to  exa- 
mine such  placea  as  might  afford  opportunity  for  am- 
bush, and  thus  ascertained  the  safety  of  the  party 
whom  they  escorted,  more  securely  than  if  they  haa 
attended  close  on  their  train.  A  peculiar  note  on  the 
huge  Swiss  bugle,  before  described,  formed  of  the 
horn  of  the  mountain  bull,  was  the  signal  agreed 
upon  for  collecting  in  a  body,  should  danger  occur. 
Rudolph  Donntthugel,  ao  much  younger  than  his 
brethren  in  the  same  important  commission,  took 
the  command  of  this  mountain  body-guard,  whom 
he  usually  accompanied  in  their  sportive  excuraiops. 
In  point  of  arma,  they  were  well  provided ;  bearing 
two-handed  awords,  long  partisans  and  spears,  as 
well  as  both  cross  endlong  bows,  short  cutlssses, 
and  huntsmoi's  knives.  The  heavier  weapona,  as 
impeding  their  activity,  were  carried  with  the  bag- 
gage, but  were  ready  to  be  assumed  on  the  slightest 
alarm. 

Arthur  Philipson,  like  his  late  antasonist,  naturally 
preferred  the  company  and  sports  of  tne  younger  men, 
to  the  grave  conversation  and  slow  pace  of  the  fathera 
of  the  mountain  commonwealth.  There  was,  how- 
ever, one  temptation  to  loiter  with  the  baggage, 
which,  had  other  circumstances  permitted,  might 
have  reconciled  the  young  Englishman  to  forego  the 
opportunities  of  sport  which  the  Swiss  youth  so 
eagerly  sought  after,  and  endure  the  slow  pace  and 
grave  conversation  of  the  eldera  of-  the  party.  In  a 
word,  Anne  of  Geieratcin,  accompanied  by  a  Swin 
girl  her  attendant,  travelled  in  the  rear  of  the  depu- 
tation. 

The  two  females  were  mounted  upon  asses,  whose 
slow  step  hardly  kept  pace  with  the  baggage  mules; 
and  it  may  be  fairly  auspected  that  Arthur  Philipson. 
in  requital  of  the  important  services  which  he  had 
received  from  that  beautiful  and  interesting  young 
woman,  would  have  deemed  it  no  extreme  hardahip 
to  have  afforded  her  oocasionslly  his  assistance  on 
the  journey,  and  the  advantage  of  his  coiiversation  to 
relieve  the  tediousness  of  the  wsy.  But  he  dared  not 
presume  to  offer  attentions  which  the  customs  of  the 
country  did  not  seem  to  permit,  since  they  were  not 
attempted  by  any  of  the  maiden's  cousins,  or  even  by 
Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  who  certainly  had  hitherto 
appeared  to  neglect  no  opportunity  to  recommend 
himself  to  his  fair  cousin.  Besides,  Art  hur  had  reflec- 
tion enough  to  be  convinced,  that  in  yielding  to  the 
feelings  which  impelled  him  to  cultivate  the  acquaint- 
ance of  this  amiable  young  person,  he  wouki  osrtainly 
incur  thb  serious  displeasure  of  his  father,  and  proba- 
bly also  that  of  her  uncle,  by  whose  hospitality  they 
had  profited^  and  whose  safe-conduct  they  were  m  the 
act  of  enjoying.  ,  ,    ■ 

The  young  Englishman,  therefore,  pursued  the  same 
amusements  which  interested  the  other  young  men  of 
the  party,  managing  only,  as  fi^uently  as  their  ftalta 
permitted,  to  venture  upon  offering  to  the  maiden 
such  marks  of  courtesy  as  could  anbrd  no  room  for 
remaik  or  censure.  And  his  character  as  a  sports- 
man being  now  well  established,  he  sometimes  per- 
mitted himself,  even  when  the  game  was  afoot,  to 
loiter  in  the  vicinity  of  the  path  on  which  he  could  at 
least  mark  the  flutter  of  the  gray  wimple  of  Anne  of 
Geieretein,  and  the  outline  of  the  form  which  it 
shrouded.  This  indolence^  as  it  seemed,  was  not  un- 
favourably consttTied  by  his  companions,  being  only 
accounted  an  indifference  to  the  leas  noble  or  lesa  dan- 
gerous game;  for  when  the  object  was  a  bear,  wolt 
or  other  animal  of  prey,  no  spear,  cutlass,  or  bow  of 
the  party,  not  even  those  of  Rudolph  Donnerhugel, 
were  so  prompt  in  the  chase  as  those  of  the  young 
Englishman.  ....         ,     ,     ,  . 

Mean  time,  the  elder  Phdipson  bad  other  and  more 
serious  subjects  of  consideration.  He  was  a  man,  as 
the  reader  must  have  akeady  seen,  of  much  acquaint- 
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anee  with  the  worid,  in  which  he  had  actad  parta  dif- 
ferent fiom  that  which  he  now  aoatained.  Former 
feetinga  were  now  recalled  and  awakened,  by  the 
riew  of  eporte  fiiiniliar  to  his  earif  yeara.  The  da- 
mour  of  tne  hounds,  echoing  from  the  wild  hills  and 
dark  forests  through  which  they  travelled ;  the  sight 
of  the  gallant  young  bantsmen,  appearing,  as  they 
brooght  the  object  of  their  chase  to  bay,  amid  aiiy 
diAs  and  profound  predpicea,  which  aeemed  iropervi- 
OQS  to  the  human  foot :  the  sounds  of  halloo  and  horn 
reverberating  from  hill  to  hill,  had  more  than  once 
well  nigh  impelled  him  to  take  a  share  in  the  hazard- 
ous but  animating  amusement,  which,  next  to  war, 
was  then  in  most  parts  of  Europe  the  most  serious 
occupation  of  life.    But  the  feelmg  was   transient, 


na  fiom  thor  lot  of  eoniiieit  and  knvof  ftMaigBlaiih 
riesf 

Till  iiliiiii  J fthn  tfOTillffn.  irith  iBiiimiiiiii 

of  dday  which  it  ia  nnneoeasary  to  dwell  bvmnl  oees- 
skmed  the  deputation  ipmdify  two  nighta  on  tben«l 
before  they  reached  BueL  1^  amau  towna  or  vi- 
lages  in  which  they  ooartefed,  leodTed  them  with  asdk 
marks  of  leapectfnl  nospitaUty  aa  they  had  ifac  oieias 
to  bestow,  and  their  arrival  was  a  aignal  fer  a  Imk 
feast,  with  which  the  heads  of  the  oomnranity  mt 
formly  reealed  them. 

On  such  occasiona,  whik  the  elden  of  the  viDsB 
entertained  the  deputies  of  the  ConifederatioB,  aa 
young  men  of  the  escort  were  provided  for  by  those  «f 
their  own  age,  several  of  whom,  Danally  aware  of  thv 


and  he  became  yet  more  deeply  intereatod  in  studying  ■  approach,  were  accustomed  to  join  in  tbe  chase  eftke 


the  manners  and  oiHnions  of  tne  persons  with  whom 
he  was  trs  veiling. 

They  seeAied  to  be  all  coloured  with  the  same 
downri^t  and  blunt  simplicity  which  characterized 
Arnold  Biederman,  although  it  was  in  none  of  them 
elevated  by  tbe  same  dignity  of  thought  or  profound 
sagadty.  In  speaking  of  the  poUtical  state  of  their 
country,  they  attected  no  secrecy ;  and  although,  with 
the  exception  of  Rudolph,  thdr  own  young  men  were 
not  admitted  into  their  councils,  the  exclusion  seemed 
only  adopted  with  a  view  to  the  necessary  subordina- 
tion of  youth  to  age,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  observ- 
ing any  mystery.  In  the  presence  of  the  elder  Philip- 
son,  they  fr  «ly  discussed  the  pretensions  of  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy,  the  means  which  their  country  possess- 
ed of  maintaining  her  independence,  and  tbe  firm 
resolution  of  the  Helvetian  League  to  bid  defiance  to 
the  utmost  force  the  world  could  bring  against  it, 
rather  than  submit  to  the  slightest  insiuL  In  other 
respectSL  thdr  views  appeared  wise  and  moderate, 
altnongh  both  the  Banneret  of  Berne,  and  the  conse- 
quential Burgher  of  Solcure.  seemed  to  hold  the  con- 
sequences of  war  more  lightly  than  they  were  viewed 
by  the  cauiioos  Landamman  of  Unterwalden,  and  his 
venerable  companion,  Nicholas  Bonstetten,  who  sub- 
scribed to  all  nis  opiniona. 

It  frequently  happened,  that,  quitting  these  subjects, 
the  conversation  turned  on  such  as  were  less  at- 
tractive to  their  fellow-traveller.  The  signs  of  the 
weather,  the  comparative  fertility  of  recent  seasons, 
the  most  advantageous  mode  of  managing  their  or- 
chards and  rearing  their  crops,  (hough  interesting  to 
the  mountaineers  themselves,  gave  Philipson  slender 


day,  and  made  the  strangers  aoqoainted  with  the^MXs 
where  game  was  most  plenty. 

These  fieasts  were  never  prolonged  to  ezeesi^  sad 
the  most  spedal  daintiea  which  composed  them  wen 
kids,  lambs,  and  game,  the  prodnoe  of  tbemoontaiBa 
Yet  it  aeemed  both  to  Arthur  Philipaon  and  his  fedML 
that  the  advantages  of  good  cheer  were  more  vnmi 
by  the  Banneret  of  Berne  and  the  Duig<!aB  of  SdcHc, 
than  by  their  host  the  Landamman,  and  the  Dcpu^ 
of  Scbwitz.  There  was  no  exoefia  oommitted,  as  «e 
have  already  said ;  but  the  dqxities  first  mentioiMd 
obviously  understood  the  art  of  selecting  the  choieetf 
morsels,  and  were  oonnoissears  in  the  flpod  wist; 
chiefly  of  foreign  growth,  with  which  they  fndf 
washed  it  down.  Arnold  waa  too  wise  to  eeomH 
what  he  had  no  means  of  amending;  be  conteatri 
himself  by  observing  in  his  own  perwm  a  ruDnai 
diet,  lining  indeed  almost  entirely  upon  rcgexaltiSaud 
fair  water  in  which  he  waa  cloeely  imitated  by  tk 
old  gray-bearded  Nicholas  Bonstetten,  who  aeeoMtf 
to  make  it  his  principal  object  to  foUow^  the  Landash 
man's  example  in  everv  thing 

It  was,  as  we  have  already  said,  the  third  dayafte 
the  commencement  of  their  jgnimey,  before  the  Swim 
deputation  reached  the  vicinity  of  Bale,  in  whidk 
dty,  then  one  of  the  largest  m  the  so^th-wcskA 
extremity  of  Germany,  th^  propoaed  taking  u^tker 
abode  for  the  evening,  nocliiDg  doobting  a  fiieaifir 
reception.  The  town,  it  is  tme,  was  not  then,  nor  d 
about  thirty  yeara  afterwards,  a  part  of  the  Swim 
Confederation,  to  which  it  waa  only  joined  in  191; 
but  it  was  a  Free  Imperial  City,  connected  wA 
Berne,  Soleure,  Lucerne,  and  other  towns  of  Svil- 


interruptions  of  commerce  which  must  be 

by  a  rupture  between  the  Duke  of  Bargnndy  and  the 
Cantons,  and  the  great  advantage  which  that  dtf 
would  derive  by  preserving  a  neutrality,  situated  as  a 
was  betwixt  these  two  hostile  powers. 
They  anticipated,  therefore,  aa  welcome  a 

from  the  aninoriiies  of  B&lc,  as  thnr  had 

while  in  the  bounds  of  their  own  Confederatioo, 

the  interests  of  that  dty  were  so  deeply  cooccracd  is 
the  objects  of  their  mission.  The  next  cfaapiar  «i 
show  now  £Dir  these  expectationa  were  realized. 


amusement ;  and  notwithstanding  that  the  excellent  I  zerlaiHl,  by  mutual  interests  and  conatant  inteiuwiae. 
Meioherr  Zimmerman  of  Soleure  would  fain  have  It  was  the  object  of  the  deputation  tottegotiate^  if  pot- 
joined  with  him  in  conversation  respecting  trade  and  i  sible,  a  peace,  which  could  not  be  more  otefia  t» 
merchandise,  yet  the  Englishman,  who  dealt  in  nrti-  !  themselves  than  to  the  dty  of  B&le,  consideriaf  the 
des  of  small  bulk  and  considerable  value,  and  tra-    '  "         '  *^'  "^ 

versed  sea  and  land  to  carry  on  his  trafiic  could  find 
few  mutual  topica  to  discuss  with  the  Swiss  trader, 
whose  commerce  only  extended  into  the  neighbouring 
districts  of  Burgundy  and  Grermanv,  and  whose  goods 
consisted  of  coarse  woollen  cloths,  fustian,' hides, 
peltry,  and  such  ordinary  articles. 

But,  ever  end  anon,  while  the  Switzere  were  dis- 
cussing some  paltry  interests  of  trade^  or  describing 
some  process  of  rode  cul  tivation,  or  speaking  of  blights 
in  grain,  and  the  murrain  amongst  catil&  with  allthe 
dull  minuteness  of  petty  farmers  and  traders  met  at  a 
country  fair,  a  well-known  spot  would  recall  the  name 
and  story  of  a  battle  in  which  some  of  them  had 
served,  (tor  there  were  none  of  the  party  who  had  not 
been  repeatedly  in  arms,)  and  the  military  details, 
which  in  other  countries  were  only  the  theme  of 
knights  and  squires  who  had  acted  their  part  in  them, 
or  of  learned  clerks  who  laboured  to  record  them, 
were,  in  this  singular  region,  the  familiar  and  intimate 
subjects  of  discussion  with  men  whose  peaceful  occu- 
pations seemed  to  place  them  at  an  immoasurable  • 
distance  from  the  profession  of  a  soldier.    This  led  ' 
the  Englishman  to  think  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  | 
Rome,  where  the  plough  was  so  readily  exchanged  for 
the  sword,  and  the  cultivation  of  a  rode  farm  for  ihe 
management  of  public  afTaira    He  hinted  this  resem- 
blance to  the  Landamman,  who  was  naturally  grati- 
fied with  the  compliment  to  bis  country,  but  pre- 
sently replied— "  May  Heaven  continue  among  us 
tre  homebred  virtues  of  tbe  Romans,  and  preserve 


CHAPTER   VIIL 

Tber  Mw  that  citr,  welcoainiff  Um  Rhina, 
As  rrom  liit  mouDiaio  heritaf*  h«  Imrala, 
As  purposed  proud  Orgetortx  of  rore, 
Learinc  Uie  d«i»rt  ngitm  of  •Jbm  bilia. 
To  lord  it  o'ar  tte  fertile  ptaios  of  GaaL- 

The  eyes  of  the  English  travellers,  wearied  witk  i 
succession  of  wild  mountainous  scenery,  now  gued 
with  pleasure  upon  a  country  still  indeed  inssdv 
and  hilly  in  its  surface,  but  capable  of  high  camn- 
tion,  and  adorned  with  cornfields  and  vioefudi 
The  Rhine,  a  broad  and  large  river,  poored  its  grtr 
stream  in  a  huge  sweep  through  the  landscape,  tad 
divided  into  two  portions  the  city  of  B&le,  whidi.  a 
situated  on  its  banks.  Tbe  southern  part,  to  wkkb 
the  path  of  the  Swiss  deputies  conducted  them,  dis- 
played the  celebrated  cathedral,  and  the  lofty  tman 
which  runs  in  front  of  it,  and  seemed  to  remiod  ibt 
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trvnXlen  thtt  they  now  approached  a  country  in 
which  the  operations  of  man  could  make  themaelvea 
diatingoiahed  even  among  the  works  of  nature,  in- 
stead of  being  lost,  as  the  fate  of  the  most  splendid 
eflforts  of  human  laboor  must  have  been,  among 
those  tremendous  mountains  which  they  had  so 
lately  traversed. 

They  were  yet  a  mile  from  the  entrance  of  the  city, 
when  the  party  was  met  by  one  of  the  magistrates, 
attended  by  two  or  three  citizens  mounted  on  mules, 
the  velvet  nousings  of  which  expressed  wealth  and 
ooaliry.  They  greeted  the  Landamman  of  Unterwal- 
den  and  his  party  in  a  respectful  manner,  and  the 
latttf  prepared  themselves  to  hear^  and  make  a  suita- 
ble reply  to,  the  hoq}itable  invitation  which  they  na- 
turally expected  to  receive. 

The  message  of  the  community  of  BAle  waa,  how- 
ever, diametncally  oppoaite  to  what  they  bad  antici- 
pated. It  was  delivered  with  a  good  deal  of  diffidence 
and  hesitation  by  the  fonctionary  who  met  them,  and 
who  certainly,  while  discharging  bis  commission, 
did  not  appear  to  consider  it  as  the  most  respectable 
which  he  might  have  borne.  There  were  many  pro- 
fessions of  the  most  profound  and  fraternal  regard 
for  (he  cities  of  the  Helvetian  League,  with  whom 
the  orator  of  BAle  declared  his  own  state  to  be  united 
in  friendship  and  interests.  But  he  ended  by  inti- 
mating; that,  on  account  of  certain  cogent  and 
weighty  reaaona,  which  should  be  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained at  more  leisure,  the  Free  City  of  Bile  could 
not,  this  evening,  receive  within  its  walls  the  highly 
respected  deptitiesi  who  were  travelling,  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Helvetian  Diet,  to  the  court  of  the  Duke 
ofBuTfundy. 

Philipeon  marked  with  much  interest  the  effect 
which  tbi^  most  unexpected  intimation  produced  on 
the  membera  of  the  cmbaaaage.  Rudolph  Donner- 
hogel.  who  had  joined  their  company  as  they  ap- 
proached Bdle,  appeared  less  surpnsed  than  hisasso- 
eiatea,  and,  while  he  remained  perfectly  silent,  seemed 
rather  anxious  to  penetrate  their  aentimenta,  than 
disposed  to  express  his  own.  It  was  not  the  first 
time  the  sagacious  merchant  had  observed,  that  this 
bold  and  fiery  young  man  could,  when  his  purposes 
required  it,  place  a  atrong  constraint  upon  the  natural 
nnpetuosity  of  his  temper.  For  the  others,  the  Ban- 
neret's brow  daikened ;  the  face  of  the  Burgeas  of 
Soleure  became  flushed  like  the  moon  when  rising  in 
the  north-west :  they  gray-bearded  Deputy  of  Schwitz 
looked  anxiously  on  Arnold  Biederman :  and  the  Lan- 
damman himself  seemed  more  moved  than  was  usual 
in  a  person  of  his  equanimity.  At  length,  he  replied 
to  the  functionary  ot  B&le,  in  a  voice  somewhat  altered 
by  his  feelings  :— 

'*This  is  a  singular  message  to  the  deputies  of  the 
Swiss  Confederacy,  bound  as  we  are  upon  an  amica- 
ble mission,  on  which  depends  the  mterest  of  the 
good  citizens  of  Bile,  whom  we  have  alwaya  treated 
as  our  good  friends,  and  who  still  profess  to  be  so. 
The  shelter  of  their  roofs,  the  protection  of  their 
walls,  the  wonted  intercourse  of  hospitalitv,  is  what 
no  friendly  state  hath  a  right  to  rafuae  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  another." 

"  Nor  is  it  with  their  will  that  the  community  of 
Bftle  refuse  it,  worthy  Landamman,'*  replied  the  ma- 
gistrate. "  Not  you  alone,  and  your  worthv  aaso- 
ciateSi  but  your  escort,  and  your  very  beasts  of  burden, 
iboola  be  entertained  with  all  the  kindness  which  the 
citizens  of  Bftle  could  bestow— But  we  act  under 
constraint."   . 

"  And  by  whom  exerciaed  7"  said  the  Banneret, 
bursting  out  into  passion.  "  Has  the  Emperor  Sigis- 
mund  profited  so  Uttle  by  the  example  of  his  prede- 
cessors"  

"The  Emperor,"  replied  the  delegate  of  BAIe,  inter- 
rupting the  Banneret,   "is  a  well-intentioned  and 

peace^l  monarch,  as  he  baa  been  ever;  but there 

are  Burgundian  troops,  of  late  marched  into  the  Sund- 
gaw,  and  messages  have  been  sent  to  our  state  from 
Count  ArchibaMof  Hagenbach." 

"  Enough  said,"  replied  the  Landamman.  Draw 
not  farther  the  veil  Irom  a  weakneas  for  which  you 
bluah.  I  comprehend  you  eotireiy.  Bile  lies  too  near 
the  citadel  of  La  Ferette  to  permit  ita  citizens  to  con- 


■olt  then-  own  inelinationB.  Brother,  we  see  where 
your  difficulty  Uee— we  pity  you— and  we  forgive  your 
mhospitality.^* 

"Nay,  but  hear  roe  toan  end,  worthy  Landamman," 
answered  the  magistrate.  '^  There  is  here  in  the 
vicinity,  an  old  hunting-aeatof  the  Counts  of  Falken- 
Btein,  called  Oraifa-lust,*  which,  though  ruinous,  vet 
may  afibrd  better  lodgings  than  the  open  au*.  ana  is 
capable  of  aome  defence,— though  Heaven  forbid  that 
any  one  ahould  dare  to  intrude  upon  your  repoae !  And 
hark  ve  hither,  my  worthy  friends ;— if  you  find  in  the 
old  place  some  refreshments,  as  wine,  beer,  and  the 
like,  uae  them  without  scruple,  for  they  are  there  for 
your  accommodation." 

"  I  do  not  refuse  to  occupy  a  place  of  security," 
said  the  Landamman ;  "  for  although  the  cauaing 
us  to  be  excluded  from  BAle  may  be  only  done  in 
the  spirit  of  petty  insolence  and  malice,  yet  it  may 
also,  for  what  we  can  tell,  be  connected  with  aome 

{raipoae  of  violence.  Your  provisions  we  thank  yon 
or:  but  we  will  not,  with  my  consent,  feed  at  the  cost 
of  friends,  who  are  ashamed  to  own  us  unleas  by 
stealth." 

"  One  thing  more,  my  worthy  sir,"  said  the  official 
of  Bftle— "  Yon  have  a  maiden  in  company,  wb6, 1  pre- 
sume to  think,  is  your  daughter.  There  is  but  rough 
accommodation  where  you  are  going,  even  for  men ; 
—for  women  there  ia  little  better,  though  what  we 
could  we  have  done  to  arrange  mattera  as  well  as  may 
be.  But  rather  let  your  daughter  go  with  us  back  to 
Bile,  where  my  dame  will  he  a  mother  to  her,  till 
next  morning,  when  I  will  bring  her  to  your  camp  in 
safety.  We  promised  to  shut  our  gates  against  the 
men  of  the  Confederacy,  but  the  women  were  .not 
mentioned." 

"  You  are  subtle  casuists,  you  men  of  Bile,"  an- 
swered the  Landamman ;  "but  know,  that  from  the 
time  in  which  the  Helvetians  sallied  forth  to  en- 
counter Caesar  down  to  the  present  hour,  the  women 
of  Switzeriand,  in  the  press  of  danger,  have  hijid  their 
abode  in  the  camp  ot  their  fathera,  bro  there,  and* 
husbanda,  and  sought  no  farther  safety  than  they 
migh  t  find  in  the  courage  of  their  relations.  We  have 
enough  of  men  to  protect  our  women,  and  my  niece 
ahall  remain  with  us,  and  take  the  fate  which  Heaven 
may  aend  us." 

"  Adieu,  then^  worthy  friend,"  said  the  mamstrate 
of  Bile;  ^'it  gnevea  me  to  part  with  you  thus,  but 
evil  fate  will  have  it  ao.  Yonder  grassy  avenue  will 
conduct  you  to  the  old  hunting-aeat,  where  Heaven 
aend  that  you  may  pass  a  quiet  night ;  for,  apart  from 
other  risks,  men  say  that  these  ruins  have  no  good 
namf .  Wul  you  yet  permit  your  niece,  since  such  the 
young  person  is^  to  pass  to  Bile  for  the  night  in  my 
company  7" 

"  If  we  are  disturbed  by  beings  like  ourselves"  said 
Arnold  Biederman,  "  we  have  strong  anna,  and  heavy 
partisaps  ;  if  we  should  be  visited,  as  your  words 
would  fhiply,  by  those  of  a  dififerent  descripnon,  we 
have,  or  ahould.  have,  good  conadencea.  and  confi- 
dence in  Heaven.— Good  friends,  my  brethren  on  this 
embaaay,  have  I  apoken  your  sentiments  as  well  as 
mine  own  7" 

The  other  deputiea  intimated  their  assent  to  what 
their  companion  had  said,  and  the  citizens  of  iSile 
took  a  courteous  farewell  of  their  guests,  endeavour- 
ing, by  the  excess  of  civility,  to  atone  for  their  defi- 
ciency in  eflective  hospitality.  After  their  departursy 
Rudolph  was  the  firet  to  express  his  sense  of  their 
pusillanimous  behaviour,  on  which  he  had  been  silent 
during  their  presence.  "Coward  dogs!"  he  said; 
"  may  the  Butcher  of  Burgundy  flay  the  very  akina 
from  them  with  hie  exactiona,  to  teach  them  to  dis- 
own old  friendships,  rather  than  abide  the  lightest 
blast  of  a  tyrant'a  anger!"  . .     „ 

"And  not  even  their  own  tyrant  either,"  said 
another  of  the  group,— for  several  of  the  young  men 
had  gathered  round  their  aeniors,  to  hear  the  welopine 
which  they  expected  from  the  mngiatratca  of  Bile. 

"No."  replied  Ernest,  one  of  Arnold  Biedermen'a 

sons,  *'thcy  do  not  pretend  that  their  own  prince  the 

Emperor  hath  interfered  with  them ;  but  a  word  of  the 

Duke  of  Burgundy,  which  should  be  no  more  to  them 

-  GraSMMtr-4.  c  Connt't^slifht. 


ANNE  OF  GEIERSTEIN. 


CCkat.  IX. 


than  a  breath  of  wind  from  the  west,  is  aufflcient  to 
•tir  them  to  nich  brutal  inhoapitality.  It  were  well  to 
march  to  the  citv,  and  compel  them  at  the  swonl'a 
point  to  give  us  shelter." 

A  murmur  of  applause  arose  amongst  the  youth 
around,  which  awakened  the  displeasure  of  Arnold 
Biederman. 

"  Did  I  hear,"  he  said^  "  the  tongue  of  a  son  of  mine, 
or  was  it  that  of  a  brutish  Lanzknecht,*  who  has  no 
pleasure  but  in  battle  or  violence  1  Where  is  the 
modesty  of  the  youth  of  Switzerland,  who  were  wont 
to  wait  the  signal  for  action  till  it  pleased  the  eldenrof 
the  canton  to  give  it,  and  were  as  gentle  as  maidens 
till  the  voice  of  their  patriarchs  bade  them  be  bold  as 
lions  r 

"  I  meant  no  harm,  fiitber,"  said  Ernest,  abashed 
with  this  rebuke,  "far  less  any  slight  towards  you; 
but  I  must  needs  say* 

"  Say  not  a  word,  my  son,"  replied  Arnold,  "  but 
leave  our  camp  to-morrow  by  break  of  day ;  and  as 
thou  takest  thy  way  back  to  Oeierstein,  to  which  I 
command  thine  instant  return,  remember,  that  he  is 
not  fit  to  visit  strange  countries,  who  cannot  rule  his 
tongue  before  his  own  countrymen,  and  to  his  own 
father." 

The  Banneret  of  Berne,  the  Burgess  of  Soleure, 
even  the  long-bearded  Deputy  from  Schwitz,  en- 
deavoured to  mteroede  for  the  offender,  and  obtain  a 
remission  of  his  banishment ;  but  it  was  in  vain. 

"No,  my  good  friends  and  brethren,  no,"  replied 
Arnold.  .  Tnese  young  men  require  an  example ;  and 
though  I  am  grieved  in  one  sense  that  the  offence  has 
chaneed  withm  my  own  family,  yet  I  am  pleased  in 
another  light,  that  the  delinquent  should  be  one  over 
whom  I  can  exercise  full  authority,  without  suspicion 
of  partiality.— Erneat,  my  son,  tnou  hast  heard  my 
commands :  Return  to  Oeieretein  with  the  morning's 
light,  and  let  me  find  thee  an  altered  man  when  I 
letum  thither." 

The  young  Swiss,  who  was  evidently  much  hurt 
and  shocked  at  this  public  affront,  placed  one  knee  on 
the  ground,  and  kissed  his  fathers  right  hand,  while 
Arnold,  vrithout  the  sUghtest  sign  of  anger,  bestowed 
his  blessing  upon  him ;  and  Ernest  without  a  word  of 
remonstrance,  fiell  into  the  rear  of  the  party.  The  de- 
putation then  proceeded  down  the  avenue  which  had 
been  pointed  out  to  them,  and  at  the  bottom  of  which 
arose  the  massy  ruins  of  GrafTs-Iuat :  but  there  was 
not  enough  of  daylight  remaining  to  discern  their  ex- 
act form.  Thay  could  observe  as  they  drew  nearer, 
and  as  the  night  became  darker,  that  three  or  four 
windows  were  lighted  up,  while  the  rest  of  the  front 
remained  obscured  in  gloom.  When  they  arrived  at 
the  place,  they  perceived  it  was  surrounded  by  a  large 
and  deep  moat,  the  sullen  surface  of  which  reflect^, 
though  faintly,  the  glimmer  of  the  Ugfats  within. 
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l^m  first  occupation  of  our  travellera  was  to  find 
the  means  of  crossing  the  moat,  and  they  were  not 
long  of  discovering  the  teU^u-pont  on  which  the 
drawbridge,  when  lowered,  had  formerly  rested.  The 
bridge  itself  had  been  long  decayed,  but  a  temporary 
paaaage  of  fir-trees  and  planks  had  been  constructeo, 
apparently  very  lately,  which  admitted  them  to  the 
chief  entrance  of  the  castle.  On  entering  it,  ^ey 
found  a  wicket  opening  under  the  arohway,  which, 
l^immering  with  light,  served  to  guide  them  to  a  hall 
prepared  evidently  tor  their  accommodation  as  wdl  as 
circumstances  had  admitted  of. 

A  large  fire  of  well- seasoned  wood  burned  blithely 
in  the  chimney,  and  had  been  maintained  so  long  there^ 
that  the  air  of  the  hall,  notwithstanding  its  great  size 
and  somewhat  ruinous  aspect,  felt  mild  and  genial. 
There  was  also  at  the  end  of  the  apartment  a  stack  of 
wood,  large  enough  to  maintain  the  fire  had  they  been 
to  remain  there  a  week.    Two  or  three  long  tables  in 
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the  hall  stood  covered  and  ready  for  their  lecoptiao; 
and,  on  looking  more  cloady^  several  large  hanpaa 
were  found  in  a  comer,  containing  cold  pn»vuiDot«f 
every  kind,  prepared  with  great  care,  fat  their  ij*> 
media  te  use.  The  eyes  of  the  good  Borgeas  of  SoWaw 
twinkled  when  he  beheld  the  young  men  in  the  act  of 
transferring  the  supper  from  the  hampen,  and  axraog' 
ing  it  on  the  table. 

^*Weli,"  said  he,  "these  poor  men  of  Bile  haw 
saved  their  character;  aince,  if  they  have  fallen  dioct 
in  welcome,  they  have  abounded  in  good  cheer." 

"Ah,  friend r^  said  Arnold  Biederman,  ** the  ab- 
sence of  the  landlord  is  a  great  deduction  from  thi 
entertainment.  Better  half  an  apple  from  the  hand  «f 
your  host,  than  a  bridal  feast  without  bis  companr." 

"  We  owe  them  the  less  for  their  banquet,"  said  tts 
Banneret.  "But  from  the  doobtfril  Ungnage  ^ 
held,  I  should  judge  it  meet  to  keep  a  strong  guard  to> 
night,  and  even  that  some  of  our  young  men  sfaocU, 
from  time  to  time,  patrol  around  the  old  ruina.  Tte 
place  ia  strong  and  defensible,  and  so  far  oar  thaoki 
are  due  to  those  who  have  acted  as  our  quartcr- 
tera.  We  will,  however,  with  your  permission, 
honoured  brethren,  examine  the  house  within,  : — 
then  arrange  regular  guards  and  patrols.-'To  yov 
duty  then,  young  men,  and  search  these  niios  care- 
fully,—they  may  perchance  contain  more  than  o«r> 
selves;  for  we  are  now  near  one  who,  like  apilfariai 
fox  moves  more  willin^y  by  night  .than  by  day,  sod 
aeeks  his  prey  amidst  rarna  ana  wildemesaea  ratfas 
than  in  the  open  field." 

All  agreed  to  this  proposal.  The  yoanff  men  took 
torohea,  of  which  a  good  provision  had  been  left  ftr 
their  use,  and  made  a  strict  search  through  the  naas. 

The  cpeater  part  of  the  castle  was  much  moit 
wasted  and  ruinoua  than  the  portion  which  ikr 
citizens  of  Bale  seemed  to  have  destined  for  tk 
accommodation  of  the  embassy.  Some  parts  weif 
roofless,  and  the  whole  desolate.  The  glare  of  hftbt 
—the  gleam  of  arms— the  aound  of  the  human  vomb, 
and  echoes  of  mortal  tread,  atartled  from  their  daik 
recesses  bats,  owls,  and  other  birds  of  ill  omen,  tbr 
usual  inhabitants  of  such  time-worn  edifices,  whose 
flight  through  the  desolate  chambers  repeatedly  oe- 
casioned  alarm  amongst  those  who  beard  the  noiae 
without  seeing  the  cause,  and  shoots  of  lao^te 
when  it  became  known.  Thev  discovered  that  ihi 
deep  moat  aurrounded  their  place  of  retreat  on  ai 
aidea,  and  of  course  that  they  were  in  safetr  agaifltt 
any  attack  which  could  be  made  from  witnoni^  ex- 
cept it  was  attempted  by  the  main  entrance,  wfaaeh  ii 
was  easy  to  barricade,  and  guard  with  aentineis.  Th^ 
alao  ascertained  by  strict  search,  that  thoq^  it  was 
{H)S8ible  an  individual  might  be  concealed  amid  aack 
a  waste  of  ruina,  yet  it  was  altogether  impossible  ikai 
any  number  which  might  be  formidable  to  so  laim  a 
party  as  their  own,  could  have  remained  there  witSoat 

certainty  of  discovery.     These  particolan 


reported  to  the  Banneret,  who  directed  DooDerhaid 
to  take  chaige  of  a  body  of  six  of  the  yooag  m0k, 
such  as  he  should  himaelf  choose,  to  patrol  on  the 
outside  of  the  building  till  the  firet  cocfc-aomoib  aad 
at  that  hour  to  return  to  the  castle,  when  the  sane 
number  were  to  take  the  duty  till  morning  dawMrf. 
and  then  be  relieved  in  their  turn.  RndolpR  dsdana 
his  own  intention  to  remain  on  guard  the  vtiali 
night ;  and  as  he  waa  equally  remarkable  ibr  w 
lance  as  for  strength  and  courage,  the  extonal  wan 
was  considered  as  safelv  provkled  for,  it  bong  seeded 
that,  in  case  of  any  sudden  rencounter,  tbedecp  asd 
hoarse  sound  of  the  Swiss  bugle  shoola  be  the 
for  sending  support  to  the  oatrolUng  jmrty. 

Within  ade  the  castle,  the  j>recanuons  wen 
with  equal  vigilance.   A  senunel,  to  be  relieved  erm 
two  hours,  waa  ai^inted  to  take  poat  at  the  piiuLiyel 

Ste,  and  other  two  kept  watch  on  the  othtf  ade  of 
B  castle,  although  the  moat  appeared  to  iBsnt 
safety  in  that  quarter. 

Theae  precautions  being  taken, 
party  sat  down  to  rsfresh  themselves,  the 
omipying  the  upper  part  of  the  hall,  while  thoaref 
their  escort  modestly  arranged  themselves  m  the 
lower  end  of  the  same  large  apartment.  Qb^h'"** 
of  hay  and  straw,  which  wers  left  piled  ia  the  aidi 
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eratte,  were  put  to  the  purpose  for  which  undoubtedly 
they  had  been  destined  by  the  citizens  of  Bile,  and, 
with  the  aid  of  cloaks  and  mantles,  were  judged  ex- 
oellent  good  bedding  by  a  hardy  race,  who,  in  war  or 
the  chase,  were  oiten  well  satisfied  with  a  much 
worse  night's  lair. 

The  attention  of  the  Bilese  had  even  gone  so  far 
as  to  provide  for  Anne  of  Greierstein  separate  accom- 
modation, more  suitable  to  her  use  than  that  assigned 
to  the  men  of  the  party.  An  apartment,  which  had 
probablv  been  the  buttery  of  the  castle,  entered  from 
the  hall,  and  had  also  a  doorway  leading  out  into  a 

Casage  connected  with  the  ruins ;  but  tms  last  had 
Btily,  yet  carefully,  been  built  up  with  large  hewn 
stones  taken  from  the  ruins ;  without  mortar,  indeed, 
or  any  other  cement,  but  so  well  secured  by  their  own 
weight,  that  an  attempt  to  displace  them  must  have 
alarmed  not  only  any  one  who  might  be  in  the  apart- 
ment itselfl  but  also  those  who  were  in  the  hall  adja- 
cent, or  indeed  in  any  part  of  the  castle.  In  the  small 
room  thus  carefully  arranged  and  secured  there  were 
two  pallet-beds  and  a  large  fire,  which  blazed  on  the 
hearth,  and  gave  warmth  and  comfort  to  the  apart- 
ment. Even  the  means  of  devotion  were  not  for- 
gotten, a  small  crucifix  of  bronze  being  hung  over  a 
table,  on  which  lay  a  breviary. 

Those  who  firat  discovered  this  little  place  of 
retreat^  came  back  loud  in  praise  of  the  delicacy  of 
the  citizens  of  Bile,  who,  while  preparing  for  the 

general  accommodation  of  the  strangers,  had  not 
iled  to  provide  separately  and  peculiarly  for  that 
>f  their  female  companion. 

Arnold  Biederman  felt  the  kindness  of  this  con- 
iuct.  "We  should  pity  our  friends  of  BAle,  and  not 
louriah resentment  against  them,'*  he  said.  "They 
lave  stretched  their  kindness  towards  us  as  far  as 
iieir  personal  apprehensions  permitted ;  and  that  is 
mying  np  small  matter  for  them,  my  masters,  for  no 
Mssion  is  so  unutterably  selfish  as  that  of  fear.— 
inne,  jny  love,  thou  art  fatigued.  Gk>  to  the  retreat 
>rovided  for  you,  and  Lizette  shall  bring  you  from 
his  abundant  mass  of  provisions  what  will  be  fittest 
or  your  evening  meal. 

So  saving,  he  led  his  niece  into  the  little  bed-room, 
lad,  looking  round  with  an  air  of  complacency,  wish- 
id  her  KOOOi  repose ;  but  there  was  something  on  the 
naiden  s  brow  which  seemed  to  augur  that  her 
incle'a  wishes  would  not  be  fulfilled.  From  the 
noment  she  bad  left  Switzerland,  her  looks  had 
Moome  clouded;  her  intercourse  with  those  who 
ipproached  her  had  grown  more  brief  and  rare ;  her 
vnole  appearance  was  marked  with  secret  anxiety  or 
lecret  sorrow.  This  did  not  escape  her  uncle,  who 
latarally  imputed  it  to  the  pain  of  parting  from  hinv 
vhich  was  probably  soon  to  take  place^  and  to  her 
egret  at  leaving  the  tranquihspot  in  which  so  many 
vara  of  her  youth  had  been  spent 

But  Anne  of  Geieratein  bad  no  sooner  entered  the 
tpartroent.  than  her  whole  frame  trembled  violently, 
ind  the  colour  leaving  her  cheeks  entirely,  she  sunk 
lown  on  one  of  the  pallets,  where,  resting  her  elbows 
in  her  knees,  and  pressing  her  hands  on  her  forehead. 
the  rather  resembled  a  person  borne  down  by  mental 
UatneBs,  of  oppressed  by  some  severe  illness,  than 
»iie  who,  tired  with  a  journey,  was  in  haste  to  betake 
laraelf  to  needful  rest.  Arnold  was  not  quicksighted 
m  to  the  many  sources  of  female  passion.  He  saw 
hat  his  niece  suffered ;  but  imputing  it  only  to  the 
Aueea  already  mentioned,  augmented  by  the  hyste- 
ieal  effects  often  produced  by  fatigue,  he  gently  blamed 
ler  for  having  departed  m>m  her  character  of  a 
3  wise  maiden  ere  she  was  yet  out  of  reach  of  a 
^wiea  breeze  of  wind. 

"Thou  must  not  let  the  dames  of  Germany  or 
•inlanders  think  that  our  danghtere  have  degenerated 
lom  their  roothera;  else  must  we  fight  the  oattles  of 
Sempacb  and  Laupen  over  again,  to  convince  the 
Smperor,  and  this  naughty  Duke  of  Burgundy,  that 
nir  men  are  of  the  same  mettle  with  their  forefa- 
hers.  And  as  for  our  parting,  I  do  not  fear  it.  My 
irother  is  a  Count  of  the  Empire,  indeed,  and  there- 
ore  he  must  needs  satisfy  hunself  that  every  thing 
Iter  which  he  possesses  any  title  shall  be  at  his  com- 
nand,  and  sends  for  thee  to  prove  hia  right  of  doing 


so.  But  I  know  him  well :  He  will  |io  sooner  be 
satisfied  that  he  may  command  diy  attendance  at 
pleasureLthan  he  will  concern  himself  about  thee  no 
more.  Thee  7  Alas  I  poor  thing,  in  what  couldst  thou 
aid  his  courtly  intrigues  and  ambitious  plans  1  No. 
no— thou  art  not  for  the  noble  Count's  purpose^  ana 
must  be  content  to  trudge  back  to  rule  the  dairy  at 
Geieretem,  and  be  the  daning  of  thine  old  peaaantlika 
tmcle." 

",  Would  to  God  we  were  there  even  now !"  said  the 
maiden,  in  a  tone  of  wretchednesa  which  she  strove 
in  vain  to  conceal  or  suppress. 

"  That  may  hardly  be  till  we  have  executed  the  pur- 
pose which  brought  us  hither."  said  the  literal  Lan- 
damman.  "  But  lay  thee  on  thy  pallet^  Anne— take  a 
morsel  of  food,  and  three  drops  of  wine,  and  thou 
wilt  wake  to-morrow  as  gay  as  on  a  Swias  holiday, 
when  the  pipe  sounds  the  reveille." 

Anne  was  now  able  to  plead  a  severe  headache, 
and  declining  all  refreshment,  which  she  declared 
herself  incapable  of  tastine,  ahe  bade  her  uncle  good- 
night. She  then  desired  Lizette  to  get  some  food  for 
herself,  cautioning  her,  as  she  returned,  to  make  as 
little  noise  a»  possible,  and  not  to  break  her  repoae  if 
she  should  have  the  gcKKi  fortune  to  fall  asleep.  Ar- 
noM  Biederman  then  kissed  his  nieca  and  returned 
to  the  hall,  where  his  colleagues  in  office  were  impa- 
tient to  commence  an  attack  on  the  provisions  which 
were  in  readiness ;  to  which  the  escort  of  young  men, 
diminished  by  the  patrols  and  sentinels,  were  no  less 
dispoaed  than  their  seniors. 

The  signal  of  assault  was  given  by  the  Deputy 
from  Schwitz,  the  eldest  of  the  party,  pronounciii|B;  in 
patriarchal  form  a  benediction  over  the  meal.  The 
travellere  then  commenced  their  operatioiis  with  a 
vivacity,  which  showed  that  the  uncertainty  whether 
they  should  get  any  food,  and  the  delaya  which  had 
occurred  in  arranfi^ng  themselves  in  their  quarters, 
had  infinitely  increased  their  appetites.  Even  the 
Landam  man,  whose  moderation  sometimes  approach- 
ed  to  abstinence,  seemed  that  night  in  a  more  genial 
humour  than  ordinary.  His  friend  of  Schwitz,  after 
his  example,  ate,  drank,  and  spoke  more  than  usual ; 
while  the  rest  of  the  deputies  pushed  their  meal  to 
the  verge  of  a  carousal.  The  elder  Philipson  marked 
the  acene  with  an  attentive  and  anxious  eye,  confin- 
ing his  applications  to  the  wine-cup  to  such  pledgee 
as  the  politeness  of  the  times  called  upon  him  to 
reply  to.  His  son  had  left  the  hall  joat  as  the  ban- 
quet began,  in  the  manner  which  we  are  now  to 
relate. 

Arthur  had  proposed  to  himself  to  join  the  youths 
who  were  to  perform  the  duty  of  sentinels  within,  or 

Eatrols  on  the  outside  of  their  place  pf  repose,  and 
ad  indeed  made  aome  arrangement  for  that  pur- 
pose with  Sigismund,  the  third  of  the  Liandamman'a 
sons.  But  while  about  to  steal  a  parting  glance  at 
Anne  of  Geierstein,  before  ofl!ering  his  services  as  he 
proposed,  there  appeared  on  her  brow  such  a  deep 
ana  solemn  expression,  as  diverted  his  thoughts  from 
every  other  subject,  excepting  the  anxioua  doubts  as 
to  what  could  poasibly  have  given  rise  to  such  a 
change.  The  placid  opeimees  of  brow;  the  eye 
which  expressed  conscious  and  fearless  innocenet; 
the  lips  which,  seconded  by  a  look  as  frank  as  her 
words,  seemed  ever  ready  to^speak,  in  kindness  and 
in  confidence,  that  which  the  heart  dictated,  were  for 
the  moment  entirely  changed  in  character  and  ex- 
pression, and  in  a  degree  and  manner  for  which  no 
ordinary  cause  could  satiafactorily  account.  Fatigue 
might  nave  banished  the  rose  from  the  maiden's 
beautiful  complexion,  and  aickness  or  pain  might 
have  dimmed  her  eye  and  clouded  her  brow.  But  the 
look  of  deep  dejection  with  which  she  fixed  hereyee 
at  times  on  the  ground,  and  the  startled  and  terrified 
glance  which  she  cast  around  her  at  other  intervals, 
must  hsve  had  their  riae  in  some  different  source. 
Neither  could  illness  or  wearineas  explain  the  man- 
ner in  which  her  lips  were  contracted  or  compreaaed 
together,  like  one  who  makes  up  her  mind  to  act  or 
bcnold  Bomething  that  is  fearful,  or  account  for  the 
tremour  which  seemed  at  times  to  steal  over  ber  in- 
sensibly, though  by  a  strong  efibrt  she  was  able  at 
I  intervals  to  throw  it  oS.    For  this  change  of  expre^ 
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Bion  there  must  be  in  the  heart  some  deeply  me- 
lancholy and  afflicting  cause.  What  could  that 
cause  be? 

It  is  dangerous  for  youth  to  behold  beauty  in  the 
pomp  of  all  her  charms,  with  every  look  bent  upon 
conmiest— more  dangerous  to  see  her  in  the  hour  of 
unaffected  and  unapprehensive  ease  and  simplicity, 
yielding  herself  to  the  graceful  v^him  of  the  moment, 
and  as  willing  to  be  pleased  as  desirous  of  pleasing. 
There  are  minds  which  may  be  still  more  aftcctod  by 
gazing  on  beauty  in  sorrow,  and  feeling  that  pity,  that 
desire  of  comforting  the  lovely  mourner,  which  the 
poet  has  described  as  so  nearly  akin  to  love.  But  to 
a  spirit  of  that  romantic  and  adventurous  cast  which 
the  Middle  Ages  frequently  produced,  the  sight  of  a 
young  and  amiable  person  evidently  in  a  state  of  ter- 
ror and  suffering,  which  had  no  visible  cause,  was 
perhaps  still  more  impressive  than  beauty,  in  her 
pride,  her  tenderness,  or  her  sorrow.  Such  sentiments. 
It  must  be  remembered,  were  not  confined  to  the 
highest  ranks  only,  but  might  then  be  found  in  all 
classes  of  society  which  were  raised  above  the  mere 
peasant  or  artisan.  Young  Philipson  gazed  on  Anne 
of  (>eierstcin  with  such  mtense  curiosity,  mingled 
with  pity  and  tenderness,  that  the  bustling  scene 
around  him  seemed  to  vanish  from  his  eyes,  and  leave 
no  one  in  the  noisy  hall  save  himself  and  the  object 
of  his  interest. 

What  could  it  be  that  so  evidently  oppressed  and 
almost  quailed  a  spirit  so  well  balanced,  and  a  courage 
so  well  tempered,  when,  being  guarded  by  the  sworas 
of  the  bravest  men  perhaps  to  oe  found  in  Europe,  and 
lodged  in  a  place  of  strength,  even  the  most  timid  of 
her  sex  might  have  found  confidence?  Surely  if  an 
attack  were  to  be  made  upon  them,  the  clamour  of  a 
conflict  in  such  circumstances  could  scarce  be  more 
terrific  than  the  roar  of  those  cataracts  which  he  had 
seen  her  despise  ?  At  least,  he  thought,  she  ought  to 
be  aware  that  there  is  one,  who  is  bound  by  friendship 
and  gratitude  to  fight  to  the  death  in  her  defence. 
Would  to  h'^aven,  he  continued  in  the  same  reverie,  it 
were  possible  to  convey  to  her.  without  sign  or  speech, 
the  assurance  of  my  unalterable  resolution  to  protect 
her  in  the  worst  of  perils !— As  such  thoughts  stream- 
ed through  his  mind,  Anne  raised  her  eyes  in  one  of 
those  fits  of  deep  feeling  which  seemed  to  overwhelm 
her ;  and,  while  she  cost  them  round  the  hall,  with  a  j 
look  of  apprehension,  as  if  she  expected  to  see  nmid  ; 
the  well-known  companions  of  ner  journey  some 
strange  and  unwelcome  apparition,  they  encountered 
the  fixed  and  anxious  gaze  of  young  Philipson.  They 
were  instantly  bent  on  the  ground,  while  a  deep  blush 
showed  how  much  she  was  conscious  of  naving 
attracted  his  attention  by  her  previous  deportment. 

Arthur,  on  his  part,  witn  oaual  consciousness,  blush- 
ed as  deeply  as  the  maiden  herself^  and  drew  himself 
back  firom  aer  observation.  Rut  when  Anne  rose  up, 
and  was  escorted  by  her  uncle  to  her  bedchamber  m 
the  manner  we  have  already  mentioned,  it  seemed  to 
Philipson  as  if  she  had  carried  with  her  from  the 
apartment  the  lights  with  which  it  was  illuminated, 
and  left  it  in  the  twilight  melancholy  of  some  funeral 
hall.  His  deep  musings  were  pursuing  the  subject 
w||iiLh  occupied  them  thus  anxiously,  when  the  manly 
vo'tce  of  Donnerhugd  spoke  close  in  his  ear~ 

"  What,  comrade,  hos.  our  journey  to-day  fatigued 
you  so  much  that  you  go  to  sleep  upon  your  feet  ? 

"Now  Heaven  forbid,  Hauptman,"  said  the  Eng- 
lishman, starting  from  his  reverie^  and  addressing 
Rudolph  by  this  name,  (signifying  Captaiui  or  literally 
Head-man,)  which  the  youth  of  the  expedition  had  by 
unanimous  consent  bestowed  on  him, — "  Heaven  for- 
bid I  should  sleep,  if  there  be  aught  like  action  in  the 
wind." 

"Where  dost  thou  propose  to  be  at  cock-crow?" 
said  the  Swiss. 

"  Where  duty  shall  call  me,  or  your  experience,  noble 
Hauptman,  shall  appoint,"  replied  Arthur.  "But 
with  your  leave,  1  purposed  to  take  Sigismund's  guard 
on  the  bridge  till  midnight  or  morning  dawn.  He 
■till  feels  the  sprain  which  he  received  m  his  spring 
after  yonder  chamois,  and  I  persuaded  hira  to  take 
some  uninterrupted  rest,  as  (he  best  mode  of  restoring 
his  strength." 


"  He  will  do  well  to  keep  his  counsel,  then,"  igui 
whispered  Donnerhugel ;  "  the  old  LandamonaB  ia 
not  a  man  to  moke  allowance  for  mishaps,  whenther 
interfere  with  duty.  Those  who  are  under  his  onkn 
should  have  as  few  brains  as  a  bull,  as  stroiig  limbs 
as  a  bear,  and  be  as  impassible  as  lead  or  iroo  to  dl 
the  casualties  of  life,  and  all  the  weaknesses  of  hu- 
manity." 

Arthur  replied  in  the  same  tone :— "I  have  been  die 
Landamman's  guest  for  some  time,  and  have  seen  no 
specimens  of  any  such  rigid  disciplme." 

"  You  arc  a  stranger,"  said  the  Swiss,  "and  the  old 
man  has  too  much  hospitality  to  lay  you  under  the 
least  restraint.  You  are  a  volunteer,  too,  in  whaum 
share  you  choose  to  take  in  our  sports  or  our  miliianr 
duty ;  and  therefore,  when  I  ask  you  to  walk  abrasd 
with  me  at  the  first  cock-crowing,  it  is  only  in  tibe 
event  that  such  exercise  shall  entirely  consist  with 
your  own  pleasure." 

"  I  consider  myself  as  under  your  command  for  the 
time,"  said  Philipson ;  "  but,  not  to  bandy  courteqr, it 
cock-crow  I  shall  be  relieved  from  my  watch  oo  the 
drawbridge,  and  will  be  by  that  time  giad  toexchanii 
the  post  lor  a  more  extended  walk." 

"  Do  you  not  choose  more  of  this  fatiguing,  andoRh 
bably  unnecessary  duty,  than  may  befit  youratreogthf 
said  Rudolph. 

"I  take  no  more  than  you  do,"  said  Arthur,  "upi 
propose  not  to  take  rest  till  morning." 

"  True,"  answered  Donnerhugel,  "  but  I  am  a 
Swiss." 

"  And  I."  answered  Philipson  quickly, "  am  an  EoR* 
lishman. 

"  I  did  not  mean  what  I  saki  in  the  sense  you  tue 
it,"  said  Rudolph,  laughing ;  "  I  on'y  meant,  ihit  1 
am  more  interested  in  this  matter  than  you  caob^ 
who  are  a  stranger  to  the  couse  in  which  we  arepv* 
son  ally  engaged?' 

"I  am  a  stranger,  no  doubt,"  replied  Arthur:  **bM 
a  stranger  who  has  enjoyed  your  hospitality,  sod  wha^ 
therefore,  claims  n  right,  while  with  you,  to  a  sharea 
your  labours  and  dangers." 

"Beit  so,"  said  Rudolph  Donnerhugel.  "lehaft 
have  finished  my  firet  rounds  at  the  hour  when  the 
sentinels  at  the  castle  are  relieved,  and  shall  berei4f 
to  recommence  them  in  your  good  company." 

"Content,"  said  the  Englishman.  ''And  now  I 
will  to  my  post,  for  I  suspect  Sigismund  is  blanov 
me  already,  as  oblivious  of  my  promise." 

They  hastened  together  to  the  gate,  where  Sig» 
mund  willingly  yielded  up  his  weapon  and  his  91111 
to  young  Philipson,  confirming  the  idea  sometiiiMl 
entertained  of  him,  that  he  was  the  most  induleot^ 
least  spirited  of  the  family  of  Greierstein.  Rodolp 
could  not  suppress  his  displeasure. 

"  What  would  the  Landamman  say,"  he  defflindei 
"  if  he  saw  thee  thus  quietly  yield  up  post  and  partian 
to  a  stranger  ?" 

"He  would  say  I  did  woIL"  answered  the  yva^ 
man,  nothing  daunted ;  "  for  he  is  for  ever  remuBdim 
us  to  let  the  stranger  have  his  own  way  in  evof 
thing;  and  English  Arthur  stands  on  this  bridfahr 
his  own  wishj  and  no  asking  of  mine.— Tbeiete 
kind  Arthur,  since  thou  wilt  bsrter  warm  stnw  Mi 
a  sound  sleep  for  frosty  air  and  a  cletr  moooli^  I 
make  thee  welcome  with  all  my  heart.  Hear  |ar 
duty.    You  are  to  stop  all  who  enier,  or  attempt  It 


outwards,  without  challenip  or  aUrm.  beciiae  At 
deputation  may  find  occasion  to  send  muiiiin— 
abroad." 

"  A  murrain  on  thee,  thou  lazy  losel  V*  said  RmW 
— "  Thou  art  the  only  sluggard  of  thy  kin."        ^. 

"  Tlien  am  I  the  only  wise  man  of  them  aU,  M> 
the  youth.—"  Haik  ye,  orave  Hauptman,  yehana^ 
ped  this  evening,— have  ye  not  ?"  . 

"  It  is  a  point  of  wisrtom,  ye  owl,"  answiend  m 
Bernese,  "  not  to  go  into  the  forest  fasting."     , 

"  If  it  is  wisdom  to  eat  when  we  br  hungiTi  ^ 
swered  Sigismund,  "  there  can  be  no  folly  io  iltfljl 
when  we  are  weary."  So  saying  sod  am  t  MJ: 
rate  yawn  or  twot  the  ralievied  sentinel  halted  A 
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(ifing  foil  efieci  to  the  sprain  of  which  he  oom- 
(iained. 

"  Yet  there  is  strength  in  those  loitering  limbei  and 
'alour  in  that  indolent  and  sIusgiBh  spiriV'  said  Ru- 
lolph  to  the  Englishman.  "  But  it  is  time  that  I, 
irbo  censure  others,  should  betake  me  to  mv  own 
BBk. — Hither,  comrades  of  the  watch,  hither.'^ 

The  Bernese  accompanied  these  words  with  a  whis- 
le,  which  brousht  from  within  six  young  men,  whom 
te  had  previously  chosen  for  the  duty,  and  who,  after 
I  hurried  supoer.  now  waited  bis  summons.  One  or 
wo  of  them  bad  large  blood-hounds  or  lyme-dogs, 
rhich,  though  usually  employed  in  the  pursuit  of  ani- 
nals  of  chase,  were  also  excellent  for  discovering 
nsbuscades,  in  which  duty  their  services  were  now 
0  be  employed.  One  of  these  animals  was  held  in  a 
tesh,  by  the  person  who,  forming  the  advance  of  the 
MUty,  went  about  twenty  yards  m  front  of  them;  a 
eoond  was  the  property  of  Donnerhugel  himself; 
rho  had  the  creature  singularly  under  command. 
rhree  of  his  companions  attended  him  closely,  and 
he  two  others  followed,  one  of  whom  bore  a  horn  of 
he  Bernese  wild  bull,  by  way  of  bugler  This  little 
«rty  crossed  the  moat  by  the  temporary  bridge,  and 
noved  on  to  the  verge  of  the  forest,  which  lay  adja- 
sent  to  the  castle,  and  the  skirts  of  which  were  most 
ikely  to  conceal  any  ambuscade  that  could  be  appre- 
lenaed.  The  moon  was  now  up,  and  near  the  full, 
o  that  Arthur,  from  the  elevation  on  which  the 
:a8tle  stood,  could  trace  their  slow,  cautious  march, 
imid  the  broad  silver  hght,  until  they  were  lost  in 
be  depths  of  the  forest. 

When  this  object  had  ceased  to  occupy  his  eyes, 
he  thoughts  of  his  lonely  watch  again  returned  to 
inne  of  Geierstcin,  and  to  the  singular  expression  of 
listless  and  apprehension  which  n ad  that  evening 
clouded  her  beautiful  features.  Then  the  blu8|i  which 
lad  chased,  for  the  moment,  paleness  and  terror  from 
ler  countenance,  at  the  instant  his  eyes  encountered 
ten — was  it  anger— was  it  modesty— was  it  some 
lofter  feeling,  more  gentle  than  the  one,  more  tender 
han  the  other  1  Young  Philipsod,  who,  like  Chau- 
cer's Sauire^  was  '*as  modest  as  a  maid."  almost 
rembled  to  give  to  that  look  the  favourable  inter- 
iretation.  which  a  more  self-satisfied  gallant  would 
lave  applied  to  it  without  scruple.  No  hue  of  rising 
vr  settmg  day  was  ever  so  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  the 
roung  man,  as  that  blush *was  m  his  recollection: 
lor  did  ever  enthusiastic  visionaiy,  or  poetical 
Ireamer,  find  out  so  many  fanciful  forms  in  the 
:louda,  as  Arthur  divined  various  interpretations 
h>m  the  indications  of  interest  which  had  passed 
»vcr  the  beautiful  countenance  of  the  Swiss  maiden. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  thought  suddenly  burst  on 
lis  reverie,  that  it  could  little  concern  him  what  was 
he  cause  of  the  perturbation  she  had  exhibited.  They 
lad  met  at  no  distant  period  for  the  first  time,— they 
nust  soon  part  for  ever.  She  could  be  nothing  more 
o  him  than  the  remembrance  of  a  beautiful  vision, 
ind  he  could  have  no  other  part  in  her  memory  save 
IS  a  stranger  from  a  foreign  land,  who  had  been  a 
ojoumer  for  a  season  in  her  uncle's  house,  but  whom 
ibe  could  never  expect  to  see  again.  When  this  idea 
ntmded  on  the  tram  of  romantic  visions  which  agi- 
sted him,  it  was  like  the  sharp  stroke  of  the  har- 
poon, which  awakens  the  whale  from  slumbering 
orpidity  into  violent  action.  The  gateway  in  which 
he  young  soldier  kept  his  watch  seemed  suddenly 
!oo  nsrrow  for  him.  He  rushed  across  the  temporary 
iridge,  and  hastily  traversed  a  short  space  of  ground 
n  front  of  the  tett-du-ponty  or  defensive  work,  on 
nrhich  its  outer  extremity  rested. 

Ilere  for  a  time  he  paced  the  narrow  extent  to 
Mrhich  he  was  confined  by  his  duty  as  a  sentinel, 
urith  long  and  rapid  strides,  ss  if  ne  hsd  been  en- 
^ged  by  vow  to  take  the  greatest  possible  quantity 
>f  exercise  upon  that  limited  space  of  ground.  His 
sxertion,  however,  produced  the  effect  of  in  some 
legree  composing  his  mind,  recalling  him  to  himself 
ind  reminding  him  of  the  numerous  reasons  which 
;>rohibited  his  fixing  his  attention,  much  more  his 
ifTections,  upon  this  young  person,  however  fascinat- 
ing she  was. 

Y  have  surely,  he  thought,  as  he  slackened  his  pace, 
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and  shouldered  his  heavy  partisan,  sense  enough  left 
to  recollect  my  condition  and  my  duties— to  tmnk  of 
my  father,  to  whom  I  am  all  in  all— and  to  think  also 
on  the  dishonour  which  must  accrue  to  me,  were  I 
capable  of  winning  the  affections  of  a  frank-hearted' 


to  remember  her  no  otherwise  than  I  would  a  pleas- 
ing dream,  which  hath  for  a  moment  crossed  a  night 
ofperils  snd  dangers,  such  as  my  life  seems  doomed 
to  be." 

As  he  spoke,  he  stopped  short  in  bis  walk,  and  as 
he  rested  on  his  weapon,  a  tear  rose  unbidden  to  his 
eye,  and  stole  down  nis  cheek  without  being  wiped 
away.  But  he  combated  this  gentler  mood  of  pas- 
sion as  he  had  formerly  battled  with  that  which  was 
of  a  wilder  and  more  oeepenXe  character.  Shaking 
off  the  dejection  and  sinking  of  spirit  which  he  felt 
creeping  upon  him,  he  resumed^  at  the  same  time, 
the  air  and  attitude  of  an  attentive  sentinel,  and  re- 
called his  mind  to  the  duties  of  his  watch,  which,  in 
the  tumult  of  his  feelings,  he  had  almost  forgotten. 
But  what  was  his  sstonisbment,  when,  ss  he  looked 
out  on  the  clear  landscape,  there  passed  from  the 
bridge  towards  the  forest,  crossing  him  in  the  broad 
moonlight,  the  living  and  moving  likeness  of  Anne 
of  Geierstcin! 


CHAPTER  X. 

Wo  know  not  when  we  sleep  nor  when  we  waka 

Vimom  diitinet  end  perfect  ernes  our  eye. 

Which  to  the  slumberer  seem  realitici ; 

And  while  tliey  waked,  lonie  men  have  leen  Mch  aifhu 

As  Mt  at  nauffht  the  evidence  of  Benae, 

And  left  them  well  penuaded  they  were  dreaminc. 

Aiumymout. 

Thb  apparition  of  Anne  of  Geierstcin  crossed,  her 
lover— her  admirer,  at  least  we  must  call  him— within 
shorter  time  than  we  can  tell  the  story.  But  it  was 
distinct,  perfect,  and  undoubted.  In  the  very  instant 
when  the  young  Englishman,  shaking  off  his  fond 
despondency,  raised  his  head  to  look  out  upon  the 
scene  of  his  watch,  she  came  from  the  nearer  end  of 
the  bridge,  crossing  the  path  of  the  sentinel,  upon 
whom  she  did  not  even  cast  a  look,  and  passed  with 
a  rapid  yet  steady  pace  towards  the  verge  of  the  wood- 
land. ,       ,        .      ,    J, 

It  would  have  been  natural,  though  Arthur  hsd  been 
directed  not  to  challenge  persons  who  left  (he  Castlg 
but  only  such  as  might  approach  it,  that  he  should 
nevertneless,  had  it  only  been  in  mere  civility,  have 
held  some  communication,  however  slight,  with  the 
maiden  as  she  crossed  his  post.  But  the  suddenness 
of  her  appearance  took  from  him  for  the  instant  both 
speech  and  motion.  It  seemed  as  if  his  own  imMi- 
nation  had  raised  up  a  phantom,  presenung  to  h» 
outwsrd  senses  the  form  and  features  which  engrossed 
his  mind ;  snd  he  was  silent,  partly  at  least  from^he 
idea,  that  what  he  gazed  upon  was  immaterial  and 
not  of  this  world.  ,  ,   u  .  .  • 

It  would  have  been  no  less  natural  that  Anne  of 
Geieretein  should  have  in  some  manner  acknow- 
ledged the  person  who  had  spent  a  considerable  time 
under  tlie  same  roof  with  her,  had  been  often  her 
partner  in  the  dance,  and  her  companion  in  the  field ; 
but  she  did  not  evince  the  slightest  token  of  rwogni- 
tion,  nor  even  look  towards  nim  as  she  passed ;  her 
eye  was  on  (be  wood,  to  which  she  advanced  swifuy 
snd  stesdily,  and  she  wss  hidden  by  its  boughs  ere 
Arthur  had  recollected  himself  sufficiently  to  deter- 
mine what  to  do. 

His  first  feelmg  was  anger  at.himsdf  for  suffermg 
her  to  pass  unquestioned,  when  it  might  well  chance, 
that  upon  aay  errand  which  called  her  forth  at  so  ex- 
traordmary  a  time  and  place,  he  miaht  have  beeneii- 
abled  to  afford  her  assistance,  or  at  least  advice.  This 
sentiment  was  for  a  short  time  so  predommant,  that 
he  ran  towards  the  place  where  he  had  seen  the  skirt 
of  her  dress  disappear,  and  whispenng  her  name  as 
loud  ss  the  fear  of  alarming  the  castle  permitted,  con- 
jured her  to  return,  snd  hear  him  but  for  a  few  bnet 
moments.    No  answer,  however,  was  returned;  and 
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when  tiM  brandies  of  the  tnes  benn  to  duken  over 
his  heed  ami  to  interospi  the  moonUght,  he  leeolleeted 
that  he  was  leaTing  his  post,  and  ezpoJMig  his  feUow 
travelletB,  who  were  tnistinK  io  his  vigilance,  to  the 
daoffer  of  surprise. 

Hb  hastened,  therefore,  back  to  the  castle  sate,  with 
matter  fior  deeper  and  more  inextricable  doubt  and 
anxiety,  than  had  occopied  him  during  the  commence- 
ment of  his  watch.  He  asked  himself  in  vain,  with 
what  puiposs  that  inodest  foong  maiden,  whose 
mannas  were  frank,  bat  whose  conduct  had  always 
seemed  so  delicate  and  resenred,  could  sally  forth  at 
midnight  like  a  damsel-errant  in  romance,  when  she 
was  in  a  strenjse  eoantiT  and  suspicious  neighbour- 
hood: y«t  he  rejected,  as  ne  would  have  shrank  from 
blasphemy,  any  interpretation  which  could  have 
thrown  censure  upon  Anne  of  Geieretein.  No,  no- 
thing was  she  capable  of  doing  for  which  a  iiriend 
could  have  to  blush.    But  connecting  her  previous 

alitation  with  the  extraordinary  fact  of  her  leaving 
e  castle^  alone  and  defenceleea,  at  such  an  hour, 
Arthur  necessarily  oonclnded  it  must  aigoe  some  co- 
gsnt  reason,  and,  as  was  most  likely,  of  an  unplea- 
sant nature.—"  I  will  watch  her  return,'*  he  intemal- 
lyuuered,  "  and.  if  she  will  give  me  an  opportunity,  I 
Wpl  convey  to  her  the  assurance  that  there  is  one 
Ihithfnl  bosom  in  her  neighbourhood,  which  is  bound 
in  honour  and  gradtode  to  pour  out  every  drop  oi  its 
blood,  if  by  doing  so  it  can  protect  her  from  the 
alighlest  inconvenience.  Thie  is  no  silly  flif^t  of  ro- 
mance, for  which  common  sense  has  a  right  to  re- 
proach me ;  it  is  only  what  1  ought  to  do,  what  I  roust 
do,  or  for»;o  svenr  claim  to  be  termed  a  man  of 
honesty  or  honour. 

Yet  scarce  did  the  young  man  think  himself  an- 
dioredpn  a  resolution  which  seemed  unobjectionable, 
than  his  thoughts  were  again  adrift.  He  reflected 
that  Anne  might  nave  a  desire  to  visit  the  neighbour- 
ing town  of  Eite,  to  which  she  had  been  invited  the 
dsv  before,  and  where  her  uncle  had  friends.  It  was 
indeed  an  uncommon  hour  to  select  for  such  a  pur- 
pose; but  Arthur  was  aware  that  the  Swiss  maidens 
ieared  neither  solitary  walks  nor  late  hours,  and  that 
Anne  would  have  walked  among  her  own  bills  by 
moonlight  nmch  farther  than  the  .distance  betwixt 
their  place  of  encampment  and  Bile,  to  see  a  sick 
ftiend,  or  for  any  similsr  purpose.  To  press  himself 
on  her  con6dence,  then,  might  be  impertinence,  not 
kindness;  and  as  she  had  passed  him  without  taking 
the  slightest  notice  of  his  presence,  it  was  evident  she 
did  not  mean  voluntarily  to  make  him  her  confidant; 
and  probably  she  was  involved  in  no  difficulties  where 
ois  aid  could  be  useful.  In  that  case,  the  duty  of  a 
fVentleroan  was  to  permit  her  to  return  as  she  had 
W>nefoniL  unnoticed  and  unquestioned,  leaving  it 
wicb  herself  to  hold  communication  with  him  or  not 
as  she  should  choose. 

Anothw  idea,  belonging  to  the  age,  also  passed 
ihroo^  bis  mind,  though  it  made  no  strone  impression 
impn  It.  This  form,  so  perfectly  resembling  Anne  of 
Gfierstem,  might  be  a  deception  of  the  siaht,  or  it 
might  be  one  of  those  fantastic  apparitions,  concern- 
ing which  there  were  so  many  tales  told  in  all  coun- 
tries, and  of  which  Switzerland  and  Germany  had. 
as  Arthur  wdl  knew,  their  full  share.  The  internal 
and  undefinable  feelings  which  restrained  him  from 
aoeosung  the  maiden,  as  might  have  been  natural  for 
lum  to  have  done,  are  easily  explained,  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  his  mortal  frame  shrunk  from  an  encounter 
with  a  being  of  a  different  nature.  There  had  also 
been  some  cjcpressions  of  the  magistrate  of  Bale, 
which  might  apply  to  the  castle's  being  liable  to  be 
haunted  by  beings  from  another  world.  But  though 
the  general  belief  in  such  ghostly  apparitions  pre- 
vented the  Englishman  from  being  positively  incre- 
dulous on  the  subject,  yet  the  instructioas  of  his  fa- 
ther, a  man  of  great  intrepidity  and  di.^tinguished 
good  sense,  had  taught  him  to  be  extremely  unwilling 
to  refer  any  thing  to  supernatural  interferences,  which 
was  capable  of  explanauon  by  ordinary  rules;  and  he 
therefore  shook  onj  without  difficulty,  any  feelings  of 
aunsrstitious  fear,  which  for  an  instant  connected  it- 
wlf  with  bis  nocturnal  adventure.  He  resolved 
nnauy  to  suppress  all  disquieting  conjecture  on  the 


safaMct,  and  to  await  fimly:  if  aot  pinwiiiy,  mt 
of  the  nur  vision,  which,  u  it  ahoald  not  nDv  4 
the  mystery,  seemed  at  least  to  afibid  tfasoaqr^ 
of  throwing  light  opcm  it 

Fixed^  theroore,  m  purpose,  be  tnTcrasd  iIk 
which  ius  duty  permitted,  widi  his  eyoa  fiaed  oi 
part  of  the  forest  when  be  had  seen  the  beloved 
diasppear,  and  forgelfal  for  the  nooieot  that  his 
had  any  other  poipose  than  to  < 
Bat  from  this  abstraction  of  mind  he  wns  looasd  bya 
distant  sound  m  the foraac,  which  sBonHd  thscM 
ofarrooor.  Recalled  at  oooe  to  a  sense  of  bis  dan; 
and  ita  importance  to  his  Cither  and  bis  fellow  uam 
lera,  Arthur  planted  himaelf  00  the  tonporary  hridp^ 
where  a  stud  could  best  be  made,  and  cisnad  ba4 
eyes  and  can  to  watch  for  approaching  dan^v.  Ae 
sound  of  arms  sod  footsteps caase  neaiM  swaiiMj 
helmets  advanced  from  the  lueeuwood  BUe,  mi 
twinkled  in  the  moonUght  Bm  the  atatay  kimd 
Rndolph  Donnerhugel,  maiching  in  front,  wna 
recognised,  and  anooonoed  to  our  aenfiiiei  the 
of  the  patrol  Upon  their  approach  to  the 
challenge,  and  interohange  of  aign  and 
whkh  IS  nsoal  on  audi  oocaaiona,  took 
form;  and  as  Rodolph's  party  filed 
another  into  the  castle,  he  oommanded  them  to ' 
their  oompaniona,  with  whom  he  intended  to 
the  patroC  and  at  the  aaroe  time  to 

Arthur  Philipeon,  whose  watch  on  the  brid^ 

ended.  This  laat  fact  was  confirmed  bf  tbe  deqi  sal 
distant  toll  of  the  Minster  docsk  from  the  town  d 
Bile,  which,  proloiiging  its  sullen  aound  ow  field  sal 
forest,  announced  that  midnight  waapasL 

'*And  now,  comrade,"  oontinned  Hodolph  as  dn 
Englishman,  have  the  cold  air  and  long  waacb  ds- 
termined  thee  to  retire  to  food  and  reat,  or  doat  ihm 
still  hold  the  intention  of  partaking  our  loondsT* 

In  very  truth  it  would  have  been  Artbor'a  chsees  is 
have  remained  in  the  place  where  he  waa^  for  tkt 
purpose  of  watching  Anne  of  Geientein*a ) 
her  myatetious  excursion.  He  could  not 
found  an  excuse  for  this^  however,  and  he 
ling  to  give  the  haughty  Oonnenugel  the  least  anBi* 
cion  that  he  was  inferior  in  hardihood,  or  in  iW 
power  of  enduring  fatigue,  to  any  of  the  taH  meaa- 
taineers,  whose  companion  he  chanced  to  be  for  At 
present  He  did  not,  therefore,  indidge  even  a  ■»> 
ment's  hesitation ;  but  while  he  restored  thebmiuwrf 
partisan  to  the  sluggish  Stgismnnd,  who  came  6db 
the  cnstle  yawning  and  stretching  himaelf  hka  one 
whose  slumbers  bsd  been  broken  by  no  waleann 
summons,  when  they  were  deepest  and  sweeJusi,  be 
acqusinted  Rudolph  that  he  retained  his  papoaedf 
partaking  in  his  reoonnoitering  doty.  Thair  w«c 
speedily  joined  by  the  feat  of  the  pntmHiBft  parn; 
a'mongst  whom  was  Rudiger,  the  eldest  son  of  me 
Landamman  of  Unterwalden ;  and  when,  led  ^  dn 
Bernese  champbn,  they  had  reached  the  lidnafli  ibi 
forest,  Rudolph  commanded  three  of  them  to  waai 
Rodiger  Biederman. 

"Thou  wilt  make  thy  round  to  the  left  side,"  md 
the  Bernese ;  "  I  will  draw  off  to  the  tight— aee  dna 
keepest  a  good  look-out,  and  we  will  meet  insniy  m 
the  place  appointed.  Take  one  of  the  honods  «ah 
you.  I  will  keep  Wolf-fonger.  who  will 
Burgundian  as  readily  aa  on  a  bear.' 

Rudigcr  moved  ofi*  with  his  party  to  the  left, 
ing  to  the  directions  received}  end  Rndoteb,  hariet 
sent  forward  one  of  his  number  infinont,  and  aiifioBM 
another  in  the  rear,  commanded  the  third  toloAev 
himsielf  and  Arthur  Philipeon,  who  thna  niiietiiiiiid 
the  main  body  of  the  patrol.  Having  intimated  • 
their  immediate  attendant  to  keep  at  auch  ^imtmmim  m 
to  allow  them  freedom  of  converaation,  Radolph  si- 
dressed  the  Englishman  with  the  famdiahty  wkiek 
their  recent  friendship  had  created. — "  And  now,  Csg 
Arthur,  what  thinks  the  Majesty  of  R»«gf«»>H  of  ear 
Helvctisn  youth  7  Could  they  win  gneraon  in  tdi « 
tourney,  thinkest  thou,  noble  prince?  Or  wosU  ibir 
rank  but  amongst  the  coward  knighta  of  Comoa' 
adles  ?"• 

"  For  tilt  and  loiimey  I  cannot  anawer,**  aaid  Ar- 

Tli«  Rivalry  of  Cornwall  are  fsoerallr 

llw  esan  ia 


open  oa  • 
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ihnr,  smnmoiiMig  up  his  spirits  to  reply,  "  beoause  I 
never  beheld  one  of  you  mounted  on  a  steed,  or  bar- 
iag  spear  in  rest.  Bat  if  strong  limbs  and  stout  hearts 
are  to  be  considered,  I  would  match  you  Swiss  gal- 
lants with  those  of  any  country  in  the  uniyerse,  where 
manhood  is  to  be  looked  for,  woether  it  be  in  heart  or 
hand." 

^Thonspeakestusfair;  and.  young  EneNshman," 
said  Rndolphf  "  know  that  we  thmk  as  highly  of  thee, 
of  which  I  will  presently  afibrd  thee  a  proof.  Thou 
talked*st  but  now  of  horses.  I  know  but  little  of 
them :  yet  I  judge  thou  wouldst  not  buy  a  steed  which 
thou  nadst  only  seen  covered  with  trappings,  or  en- 
cambered  with  saddle  and  bridle,  but  wouldst  desire 
to  look  at  him  when  stripped,  and  in  his  natural  state 
offieedom?". 

"Ay,  marry,  would  I,"  said  Arthur.  "Thou  hast 
a|>oken  on  that  as  if  thou  hadst  been  bom  in  a  dis- 
trict called  Yorkshire,  which  men  call  the  Merriest 
part  of  Merry  England." 

**Then  I  tell  thee,"  said  Rudolph  Donnerhugel, 
**'  that  thou  hast  seen  our  Swiss  youth  but  half,  since 
thou  hast  observed  them  as  yet  only  in  their  submis- 
sive attendance  upon  the  elders  of  their  Citntons,  or, 
St  most,  in  their  mountain-sports,  which,  thou^  ihey 
may  show  men's  outward  strength  and  activity,  can 
throw  no  light  on  the  spirit  and  disposition  by  which 
that  strength  and  activity  are  to  be  guided  and  di- 
rected in  matters  of  high  enterprise." 

'Hie  Swiss  probably  designed  that  these  remarks 
should  excite  the  cunosity  of  the  straiMjer.  But  the 
Bndishman  had  the  imase,  look,  and  form  of  Ailne 
of  Qeierstein,  as  she  haof  passed  him  in  the  silent 
hours  of  his  watch,  too  constantly  before  him,  to 
enter  wilKngiy  upon  a  subject  of  conversation  totally 
foreign  to  what  agitated  his  mind.  He,  therefore, 
only  compelled  himself  to  reply  in  civility,  that  he  had 
no  doubt  his  esteem  for  the  Swiss,  both  aged  and 
young,  would  increase  in  proportion  with  his  more 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  nation. 

He  was  then  silent;  and  Donnerhugel,  disappointed, 
perhaps,  at  having  bailed  to  excite  his  curiosity, 
walked  also  in  silence  by  his  side.  Arthur,  mean 
whil^  was  considering  with  himself  whether  he  slvpuld 
mention  to  his  companion  the  circumstance  wnich 
occupied  his  own  mind,  in  the  hope  that  the  kins- 
man of  Anne  of  Qeierstein.  and  ancient  friend  of 
her  house,  might  be  able  to  throw  some  light  on  the 
subfecr. 

But  he  felt  within  his  mind  an  insurmountable  ob- 
jection to  converse  vrith  the  Swiss  on  a  subject  in 
which  Anne  was  concerned.  That  Rudolph  made 
pretensions  to  her  favour,  could  hardly  be  doubted  ; 
and  though  Arthur,  had  the  question  been  put  to 
him,  must  in  common  consistency  have  resigned  all 
competition  on  the  subject,  still  he  could  not  bear 
to  think  on  the  possibility  of  his  rival's  success,  ana 
would  not  willingly  have  endured  to  hear  him  pro- 
nounce her  name. 

Perhaps  it  was  owing  to  this  secret  irritability  that 
Arthur,  though  he  made  every  effort  to  conceal  and 
to  overcome  the  sensation,  still  felt  a  secret  dislike  to 
Rodolph  Donneniugel,  whose  frank,  but  somewhat 
coarse  familiarity,  was  mingled  with  a  certain  air  of 
protection  and  patronage,  which  the  Englishman 
thought  was  by  no  means  called  for.  He  met  the  open- 
ness of  the  Bernese,  indeed,  with  equal  fhinkness,  but 
he  wasever  and  anon  tempted  to  reject  or  repel  the  tone 
of  superiority  by  which  it  was  accompanied.  The 
circumstances  of  their  duel  had  given  the  Swiss  no 
ground  for  such  triumph :  nor  did  Arthur  feel  him- 
8^  included  in  that  roll  of  the  Swiss  youth,  over 
whom  Rudolph  exercised  domination,  by  general  con- 
sent. So  little  did  Philipson  relish  this  afTectatipn 
of  superiority,  that  the  poor  jest,  that  termed  him 
King  Arthur,  although  quite  indifferent  to  him  when 
appued .  by  any  of  the  Biedermaus,  was  rather  offen- 
sive when  Rudolph  took  the  same  liberty  i^  so  that  he 
often  found  himself  in  the  awkward  condition  of  one 
who  is  inteiually  irritated,  without  having  any  out- 
ward manner  of  testifying  it  with  propriety.  Un- 
doubtedly, the  root  of  all  this  tacit  dislike  to  theyoung 
Peiueao  was  a  feeling  of  rivalry  i  but  it  was  a  feeling 
which  Arthur  dared  not  avow  even  to  himself.    It 


wu  sofiidently  ppwerfUL  however,  to  wampnm  the 
slight  indiDstion  he  had  fdt  to  wpeak  wim  Rudolph 
on  the  j>aaBagB  of  the  night  which  had  most  inter- 
ested hun ;  SIM  as  the  topio  of  conversation  intro- 
duced by  his  companion  bad  been  suffered  to  drop, 
they  walked  on  side  by  side  in  ailehce,  "with  the 
beard  on  the  shoulder,"  as  the  Spaniaitl  says,— look- 
ing round,  that  is.  on  all  hands ;  and  thus  performing 
the  duty  of  a  vigilant  watch. 

At  length,  after  they  had  walked  nearly  a  mile 
through  forest  and  field,  making  a  circuit  around  the 
ruins  of  OraflTs-lnst.  of  such  an  extent  as  to  leave  no 
room  for  an  ambush  betwixt  them  and  the  placet  the 
old  hound,  lead  by  the  vidette  who  was  foremost,, 
stopped,  and  uttered  a  low  growl. 

*'How  now,  Wolf-fangerl"  said  Rudolph  advanc- 
ing.— "  What,  old  £dlow  fdost  thou  not  know  friends 
from  foes?  Come,  what  sayest  thou,  on  better 
thoughts?— Thou  must  not  lose  character  in  thy  old 
age— try  it  again." 

The  dog  raised  his  hesd,  snuffed  the  air  all 
arocmd,  as  if  he  understood  what  his  master  had  said, 
then  shook  his  head  and  tail,  as  if  answering  to  his 
voice. 

"Why,  there  it  is  now,"  said  Donnerhugel,  patting 
the  animal's  shsggy  back ;  "  second  thoughts  are 
worth  gold ;  thou  seest  it  is  a  friend  after  allT* 

The  dog  again  shook  his  tail,  and  moved  for- 
ward with  the  same  unconcern  as  befbre ;  Rodoli^ 
fell  back  into  his  plaee^  and  his  companion  said  to 
him — 

"We  are  about  to  meet  Rodiger  and  our  compan- 
ions, I  suppose,  and  the  dog  hears  their  footsteps, 
though  we  cannot." 

"It  can  scarcely  yet  be  Rudiger/'  said  the  Ber- 
nese: "  his  walk  around  the  castle  is  of  a  wider  cir- 
cumference than  ours.  Some  one  approaches,  how- 
ever, for  Wolf-fanger  is  again  mwatisfSed— Look 
shsrply  out  on  all  sides." 

As  Rudolph  gave  his  party  the  word  to  be  on  the 
alert,  they  reached  an  opoi  glade,  in  which  were 
scattered,  at  considerable  distance  from  each  other, 
some  old  pine-trees  of  gigsntic  size,  which  seemed 
yet  huger  and  blacker  than  ordinary,  from  their  broad 
sable  tops  and  shattered  branches  belhg  displayed 
against  the  clear  and  white  moonlight.  We  shall 
here,  at  least,"  said  the  Swiss,  "Have  the  advan- 
tage of  seeing  clearly  whatever  approaches.  But  I 
judge,"  said  he,  after  looking  around  for  a  minute, 

it  IS  but  some  wolf  or  deer  that  has  crossed  our  path, 
and  the  scent  disturbs  the  honnd— Hold— stop— yes, 
it  must  be  so ;  he  goer  on." 

The  dog  Bccordmgly  proceeded,  after  having  given 
some  signs  of  doubt,  uncertainty,  and  even  anxiety. 
Aimarently,  however,  he  became  reconciled  to  what 
had  disUirbed  him,  and  proceeded  once  more  in  the 
ordinary  manner. 

"  This  is  singular !"  said  Arthur  Philipson ;  "  and, 
to  my  thinking,  I  saw  sn  object  close  by  yonder  patch 
of  thicket,  where,  as  well  as  I  can  guen,  a  few  thorn 
and  hazel  bushes  surround  the  stems  of  four  or  five 
large  trees." 

'^  My  eye  has  been  on  that  very  thicket  for  these  five 
minutes  past,  and  1  saw  nothing,"  said  Rudolph. 

"Nay,  but,"  answered  the  young  Englishman,  "  I 
saw  the  object,  whatever  it  was,  while  you  were  en- 
gaged in  attending  to  the  dog.  And  by  your  permis- 
sion, I  will  forward  and  examine  the  spot." 

"Were  you.  strictly  R>eaking,  uader  my  com- 
mand," said  Donnerhugel,  **  I  would  oommand  you 
to  keep  your  place.  Ifthey  be  foes,  it  is  essential 
that  we  should  remain  together.  But  yon  are  a 
volunteer  in  our  watch,  and  therefore  may  use  your 
freedom." 

"  I  thank  you,"  answered  Arthur,  and  sprung  quickly 
forwaid. 

He  felt,  indeed,  at  the  moment,  that  he  was  not 
acting  courteously  as  an  individual,  nor  perhaps  cor- 
rectly as  a  soldier ;  and  that  he  ought  to  have  ren- 
dered obedience,  for  the  time,  to  the  captain  of  the 
party  in  which  he  had  enlisted  himself.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  object  which  he  had  seen,  though  at 
a  diatance  and  imperfisctly,  seemed  to  bear  a  resem> 
blsnce  to  the  retiring  form  of  Anne  of  Qeiertteia,  as 
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she  had  vanished  from  his  eyes,  an  hour  or  two  1)efore, 
under  the  cover  of  the  forest ;  and  his  ungovernable 
curiosity  to  ascertain  whether  it  might  nut  be  the 
maiden  in  person,  allowed  him  to  listen  to  no  other 
consideration. 

Ere  Rudolph  had  spoken  out  his  few  words  of 
reply,  Arthur  was  half-way  to  the  thicket.  It  was. 
as  it  had  seemed  at  a  distance,  of  small  extent,  and 
not  fitted  to  hide  any  person  who  did  not  actually 
coucli  down  among  the  dwarf  bushes  and  under- 
wood. Any  thing  white,  also,  which  bore  the  human 
size  and  form,  must,  he  thought,  have  tx.'eii  discovered 
among  the  dark-red  stems  and  swarthy-coloured 
bushes  which  were  before  him.  These  observations 
were  mingled  with  other  thoughts.  If  it  was  Anne 
of  Geierstein  whom  he  had  a  sitcond  lime  seen,  she 
must  have  leA  the  more  open  path,  desirous pmbably 
of  avoiding  notice  ;  and  what  right  or  title  had  he  to 
direct  upon  her  the  observation  of  the  patrol  7  He 
had,  he  thought,  obser\-ed,  that,  in  general,  the  maid- 
en rather  rei>r;l  led  than  encourageff  the  attentions  of 
Rudolph  Donnerhugel ;  or,  where  it  would  have  t>een 
discourteous  to  have  rejected  ihem  ciitirelv,  that  she 
endured  without  encouraging  them.  What,  then, 
could  be  the  propriety  of  his  intruding  upon  her  pri- 
vate walk,  smgular,  indet^,  from  time  and  place^  out 
which  on  that  account,  she  might  be  more  desirous 
to  keep  secret  from  the  observation  of  one  who  was 
disagreeable  to  her  1  Nay,  was  it  not  possible 
that  Rudolph  might  derive  advantage  to  his  other- 
wise unacceptable  suit,  by  posse.ssing  the  knowledge 
of  something  which  the  maiden  desired  to  be  con- 
cealed ? 

As  these  thouglits  pressed  upon  him,  Arthur  made 
a  pause,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  tliicket,  fnun  which 
he  was  now  scarce  thirty  yards  distant ;  and  althong^h 
scrutinizing  it  with  all  the  keen  accuracy  which  his 
uncertainty  and  anxiety  dictated,  he  was  actuated  bv 
a  strong  feeling  that  it  would  be  wisest  to  turn  back 
to  his  companions,  and  report  to  Rudolph  that  his  eyes 
had  deceived  him. 

But  while  he  was  yet  undecided  whether  to  advance 
or  return,  the  object  which  he  had  seen  became  again 
visible  on  the  ver(;c  of  the  thicket,  and  advanced 
straight  towards  him,  bearing,  as  on  the  former  oc- 
casion, the  exact  dress  and  figure  of  Anne  of  Geier- 
stein !  This  vision— for  the  lime,  place,  and  sudden- 
ness of  the  appearance,  made  it  si'cm  rather  an  iUusion 
than  a  reality— struck  Arthur  with  surprise,  which 
amounted  to  terror.  The  figure  passed  within  a 
Bpear's-lengih,  unchallenged  by  him,  and  giving  not 
the  slightest  sign  of  recognition  :  and,  directing  its 
course  to  the  right  hand  of  Rudolph,  and  the  two  or 
three  who  were  with  him,  was  again  lost  among  the 
broken  ground  and  bushes. 

Once  more  the  young  man  was  reduced  to  a  state 
of  the  most  inextricable  doubt ;  nor  was  he  roused 
from  the  stupor  into  which  he  was  thrown,  till  the 
voice  of  the  Bernese  sounded  in  his  ear, — '*  Why,  how 
now,  King  Arthur— art  thou  asleep,  or  art  thou 
wounded? 

"  Neither,"  said  Philipson,  collecting  himself;  "only 
yery  much  surprised." 

*'  Surprised  ?  and  at  what,  most  royal" 

"  Forbear  foolery,"  said  Arthur,  somewhat  sternly, 
"  and  answer  as  thou  art  a  man— Did  she  not  meet 
thee  ?— didst  thou  not  see  her?" 

"See  her!— see  whom?"  said  Donnerhugel.  "1 
saw  no  one.  And  I  could  have  sworn  you  had  seen 
no  one  either,  for  I  had  you  in  my  eye  the  whole  time 
of  your  absence,  excepting  two  or  three  moments.  If 
you  saw  aught,  why  gave  you  not  the  alarm  ?" 

"Because  it  was  only  a  woman,"  answered  Arthur, 
faintly. 

"  Only  a  woman !"  repeated  Rudolph,  in  a  tone  of 
contempt.  By  my  honest  word.  King  Arthur,  if  1 
had  not  seen  pretty  flashes  of  valour  fly  from  thee  at 
times,  I  should  be  apt  to  think  thou  hadst  onlv  a 
woman's  courage  thyself.  Strange,  thai  a  shadow 
by  night,  or  a  precipice  in  the  day.  should  quell  so  bold 

a  spirit  as  thou  hast  often  shown  

,      And  as  I  ^nll  ever  show,  when  occasion  demands 
It,    interrupted  the  Englishman,  with  recovered  spirit. 

But  I  swear  to  you.  that  if  I  be  now  daunted,  it  is  by 


no  merely  eartfalv  fears  tliat  my  mind  hath  been  for  a 
moment  subdued." 

"Let  us  proceed  on  our  walk,"  said  Rudolf;  "m 
must  not  neglect  the  safety  of  our  friends.  This  ap- 
liearance,  of^  which  thou  speakest,  may  be  but  a  tris 
to  interrupt  our  duty." 

They  moved  on  through  the  moonl^(ht  glades.  A 
minute's  reflection  restored  young  Philipson  to  hit  full 
recollection,  and  with  that  to  the  painful  consciout- 
ness  that  he  had  played  a  ridiculous  and  unwortbr 
part  in  the  presence  of  the  person,  whom  (of  ihemaK 
sex,  at  least)  he  would  the  very  last  have  cIiokd  asa 
witness  of  his  weakness. 

He  ran  hastily  over  the  relations  which  stood  be- 
twixt himself,  Donnerhugel,  the  Landammao,  bit 
niece,  and  the  rest  of  (hat  family;  and,  contrarvto 
the  opinion  which  he  had  entertained  but  a  won 
while  before,  settled  in  his  own  mind  that  it  was  bii 
duty  to  mention  to  the  immediate  leader  under  whom 
he  fiad  placed  himself,  the  appearance  which  he  had 
twici>  observed  in  the  course  of  that  night's  duty. 
There  might  be  family  circumstances,— the  pBymenl 
of  a  vow,  perhaps,  or  some  such  reason,- which  m^t 
render  in tel liable  to  her  connexions  the  behavieurof 
this  young  lady.  Besides,  he  was  for  the  present  a 
soldier  on  duty,  and  these  mysteries  might  be  fraught 
with  evils  to  be  anticipatea  or  guardL<l  against  ia 
either  case,  his  companions  were  entitli^d  to  be  made 
aware  of  what  he  had  seen.  It  must  be  supposed  diat 
this  n>soIution  was  adopted  when  the  sense  of  dotr, 
and  of  shame  for  the  weakness  which  he  had  exhibtled, 
had  for  the  moment  sulnlued  Arthur's  personal  fieelinp 
towards  Anne  of  Geierstein,— feelings,  also,  liable  n 
be  chilled  by  the  mysterious  uncertainty  which  the 
events  of  that  evening  had  cast,  Hke  a  thick  mill, 
around  the  objei't  of  them. 

While  the  Englishman's  reffections  were  taking  thii 
turn,  his  captaui  or  companion,  after  a  silence  of 
several  minutes,  at  length  addressed  him. 

"1  believe,"  he  said,  "ray  dear  comrade,  that  if 
l>eing  nt  present  your  officer,  I  have  some  tide  to  hetf 
from  you  the  report  of  what  you  have  just  now  aeA 
since  it  must  be  somethiujgofimportance  which  oodd 
so  strongly  agitate  a  miuu  so  finn  as  youni.  RutiCia 
your  own  opinion,  it  crmsists  with  the  general  saucr 
to  delay  your  report  of  what  you  have  seen  unhlvc 
return  to  the  castle,  and  then  to  deliver  it  to  tbepmali 
ear  of  the  LandammaiL  you  have  only  to  intimaa 
your  purpose ;  and,  far  firoin  urging  you  to  place  oo«- 
fidence  in  me  personally,  though  ihope  I  am  not  M- 
deserving  of  it,  I  will  authorize  your  leaving  us.  aid 
returning  instantly  to  the  castle. ' 

This  proposal  touched  him  to  whom  it  waa  miia 
exactly  in  the  right  place.  An  absolute  demand  ofhit 
confidence  miglit  perhaps  have  been  declined;  ikt 
tone  of  moderate  request  and  conciliation  i^  {vetoidlf 
m  with  the  Englishman's  own  reflections. 

"  I  am  sensible^"  he  said.  "  Hauptmnn,  that  I  oivht 
to  mention  to  you  that  which  I  have  aecn  to-nipt: 
but  on  the  first  occasion,  it  did  not  fall  within  mr 
duty  to  do  so ;  and  now  that  I  have  a  second  tia» 
witnessed  the  same  appearance,  I  have  felt  far 
these  few  seconds  so  much  surprised  at  what  I  hnv 
seen,  that  even  yet  I  can  scarce  find  woidt  to  et* 
press  it." 

"  As  I  cannot  guess  what  you  may  have  to  sty,"  iv- 
pli(d  the  Bernese,  "  1  must  beseech  you  to  be  explio^ 
vVeare  but  poor  readers  of  riddles,  we  thtck-beadaa 
Switzers." 

"  Vet  it  is  but  a  riddle  which  I  have  to  place  bdbff 
you,  Rudolph  DonnerhngeL"  answered  tne  Eogli*' 
man,  "  and  a  riddle  wnicn  is  far  beyond  my  o** 
guessing  at."    He  then  proceeded,  though  not  irilB* 
out  hesitation,  "  While  you  were  pcrformuig  rourfiitf  .' 
patrol  amongst  the  ruins,  a  female  crossed  tnebnil'  : 
from  within  the  castle,  walked  by  my  post  wiAov  : 
saying  a  single  word,  and  vanished  onder  the  itadovi  b 
of  the  forest."  '■ 

"Ha!"  exclaimed  Donnerhugel,  and  madewii*' 
iher  answer. 

Arthur  proceeded.  "  Within  these  five  mimita^f^  i 
same  female  form  passed  me  a  second  timek  ittmi  *.. 
from  the  httle  thicket  and  clump  of  firs,  and  diiV  > 
peared.  without  exchanging  a  word.    Know,  farthf. 
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this  Biymritioii  bore  the  fonn,  face^  gait,  and  dress  of 
yonr  kmswoman,  Anne  of  Geierstein/' 

"  Singular  enough,"  «aid  Rudolph,  in  a  tone  of  in- 
credulity. "  I  must  not,  I  suppose,  dispute  your  word, 
lor  you  would  receive  doubt  on  ray  part  as  a  mortal 
iiuurv^such  is  our  northern  chivalry.  Yet,  let  me 
say,  1  have  eyes  as  well  as  you,  and  I  scarce  think 
they  quitted  you  for  a  minute.  .  We  were  not  fifty 
yaras  from  the  place  where  I  found  you  standing  in 
amazement.  How,  therefore,  should  not  we  also 
have  seen  that  which  you  say  and  think  you  saw  Y* 

**  To  that  1  can  give  no  answer,  said  Arthur.  "  Per- 
haps your  e\'es  were  not  exactly  turned  upon  me 
during  the  short  space  in  which  I  saw  this  form— 
Perhaps  it  might  be  visible—as  they  say  fantastic  ap- 
pearances sometimes  are— to  only  one  person  at  a 
time." 

"  Tou  suppose,  then,  that  the  appearance  was  im- 
aginary, or  fantastic  1"  said  the  Bernese. 
^'  Can  I  tell  you  7"  replied  the  Englishman.  "  The 
church  gives  its  warrant  that  there  are  such  thinfpi; 
and  surely  it  is  mora  natural  to  believe  this  apparinon 
to  be  an  iUusion,  than  to  suppose  that  Anne  or  Geier- 
•tein,  a  gentle  and  well-nurtured  maiden,  should  be 
traversing  the  woods  at  this  wild  hour,  when  safety 
and  propriety  so  strongly  recommend  her  being 
within  doors. ' 

**  There  is  much  in  what  you  say,"  said  Rudolph ; 
^'and  yet  there  are  stones  afloat,  though  few  care  to 
mention  them,  which  seem  to  all^e  that  Anne  of 
Geierstein  is  not  altogether  such  as  other  maidens ; 
and  that  she  has  been  met  with,  in  body  and  spirit, 
where  she  could  hardly  have  come  by  her  own  un- 
asssted  efforts." 

"Ha !"  said  Arthur;  '*  so  young,  so  beautiful,  and 
already  in  league  with  the  destroyer  of  mankind  I  It  is 
impossible." . 

I  said  not  so,"  replied  the  Bernese ;  "  nor  have 
I  leisure  at  present  to  explain  my  meaning  more  fully. 
As  we  return  to  the  castle  of  GrafTs-lust,^  I  may  have 
an  opportunity  to  tell  you  more.  But  1  chiefly  brough  t 
you  on  this  patrol  to  introduce  you  to  some  friends, 
whom  you  will  be  pleased  to  know,  and  who  desire 
vour  acquaintance ;  and  it  is  here  I  expect  to  meet 
■hem. 

So  saying,  he  turned  round  the  projecting  comer  of 
m  rock,  ana  an  unexpected  scene  was  presented  to  the 
«ye6  of  the  young  Englishman. 

In  a  sort  of  nook,  or  corner,  screened  by  the  rocky 
projection,  there  burned  a  large  fire  of  wood,  and 
around  it  sat,  reclined,  or  lay,  twelve  or  fifteen  young 
men  in  the  Swiss  garb,  but  decorated  with  ornaments 
and  embroidery,  which  reflected  back  the  light  of  the 
fire.  The  same  red  gleam  was  returned  by  silver 
wine-cups,  which  circulated  from  hand  to  hand  with 
the  flasks  which  filled  them.  Arthur  could  also 
olMerve  the  relics  of  a  banquet,  to  which  due  honour 
aeemed  to  have  been  lately  rendered. 

The  revellers  started  joyfully  up  at  the  sis^t  of 
Donnerhugel  and  his  companions,  and  saluted  him, 
easily  distmguished  as  he  was  by  his  statur&  by  the 
title  of  Captain,  warmly  and  exultiogly  uttered,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  every  tendency  to  noisy  acclama- 
tion was  cautiously  suppressed.  The  zeal  indicated 
that  ^idolph  came  most  welcome— the  caution  that 
he  came  in  secret,  and  was  to  be  received  with  mys- 

To  the  general  greeting  he  answered,- "I  thank 
you,  my  brave  comrades.  -  Has  Rudiger  yet  reached 
you  7" 

"  Thou  see'st  he  has  not,"  said  one  of  the  party ; 
"  had  it  been  so,  we  would  have  detained  him  here 
till  your  coming,  brave  Captain." 

"He  has  loitered  on  his  patrol,"  said  the  Bernese. 
"We  too  were  delayed,  vet  we  are  here  before  him. 
I  brmg  with  me,  comrades,  the  brave  Englishman, 
whom  I  mentioned  to  you  as  a  desirable  associate  in 
our  daring  purpose."  „      ., 

"He  is  welcome,  most  welcome  to  us,"  said  a 
young  man,  whose  richly  embroidered  dress  of  azure 
blue,  gave  him  an  air  of  authority ;  "  most  welcome 
is  he,  if  he  brings  vrith  him  a  heart  and  a  hand  to 
serve  our  noble  ta^k."  ,  ,  ^ 

"  For  both  I  will  be  responsible,"  said  Rudolph, 


"Pass  the  wine-cop,  then,  to  the  soeeess  of  our 
glorious  enterprise,  and  the  health  of  this  our  new 
aMociate !" 

While  they  were  replenishing  the  cups  with  wine 
of  a  quality  far  superior  to  any  which  Aithur  had  yet 
tasted  in  these  regions,  he  thought  it  right,  berore 
en({aging  himself  in  the  pled^  to  learn  the  secret 
object  of  the  association  which  seemed  desirous  of 
adopting  him. 

"Before  I  engage  my  poor  services  to  you,  fair  sirs, 
since  it  pleases  you  to  desire  them,  permit  me,"  he 
said,  "  to  ask  the  purpose  and  character  of  the  under- 
taking in  which  they  are  to  be  employed  7" 

"  Shouldst  thou  have  brought  him  hither,"  said  the 
cavalier  in  blue  to  Rudolph,^'  without  satisfying  him 
and  thyself  on  that  point  7" 

"Care  not  thou  about  it,  Lawrenz,"  replied  the 
Beraese,  "  I  know  my  man.— Be  it  known,  then,  to 
you,  my  good  friend,"  he  continued,  addressing  the 
Englishman,  "  that  my  comrades  and  I  are  deter- 
mined at  once  to  declare  the  freedom, of  the  Swiss 
commerce,  and  to  resist  to  the  death,  if  it  be  neces- 
sary, all  unlawful  and  extortionate  demands  on  thoi 
part  of  our  neighboura." 

"  1  underetand  so  much,"  said  the  young  English- 
man, "  and  that  the  present  deputation  proceeds  to 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy  with  remonstrances  to  that 
dSect." 

"  Hear  me,"  replied  Rutlolph.  "  The  question  is 
like  to  be  brought  to  a  bloody  determination  long  ere 
we  see  the  Duke  of  Buigundr  s  most  august  and  most 
gracious  countenance.  That  his  influence  should  be 
used  to  exclude  us  from  Bdle,  a  neutral  town,  and 
pertaining  to  the  empire,  gives  us  cause  to  expect  the 
woret  reception  when  we  enter  his  own  dominions. 
We  have  even  reason  to  think  that  we  might  have 
suffered  from  his  hatred  already,  but  for  the  vigilance 
of  the  ward  which  we  have  kept.  Horsemen,  fix)m 
the  direction  of  La  Ferette,  have  this  night  recoimoi- 
tred  our  posts ;  and  had  they  not  found^us  prepared, 
we  had.  without  question,  been  attacked  in  our  quar- 
tere.  But  since  we  have  escaped  to-night,  we  must 
take  care  for  to-morrow.  For  this  purpose  a  number 
of  the  bravest  youth  of  the  city  of  Bale,  incensed  at 
the  pusillanimity  of  their  magistrates,  are  determmed 
to  join  us,  in  oraer  to  wipe  away  the  disgrace  which 
the  cowardly  inhospitality  of  their  magistracy  has 
brought  on  their  native  place."  . 

"  That  we  will  do  ere  the  sun,  that  will  nse  two 
houre  hence,  shall  sink  into  the  western  sky,",  said 
the  cavalier  m  blue;  and  those  around  joined  hiita  m 
stem  assent. 

"  Gende  sirs,"  replied  Arthur,  when  there  was  a 
pause,  "  let  me  remind  you,  that  the  embassy  which 
you  attend  is  a  peaceful  one^  and  that  those  who  act 
as  its  escort  ou^bt  to  avoid  any  thing  which  can 
augment  the  difierences  which  it  comes  to  reconcile. 
You  cannot  expect  to  receive  offence  in  the  Duke's 
dominions,  the  privileges  of  envoys  being  respected  m 
all  civilized  countries ;  and  you  will,  I  am  sure,  de- 
sire to  offer  none."  ...  „       ,•  j 

"  We  may  be  subjected  to  msult,  however,"  replied 
the  Bernese,  and  that  through  your  concerns,  Arthur 
Philipaon,  and  those  of  thy  father." 

"  I  underetand  you  not,"  replied  Phuipson. 

"  Your  father,'*^ answered  Donoerhugel,  "  is  a  mer- 
chant, and  beara  with  him  wares  of  small  bulk  but 
high  value?" 

^•He  does  so,"  answered  Arthur;  "  and  what  of 

that 7" 

"  Marry,"  answered  Rudolph,  "  that  if  it  be  not 
better  looked  to,  the  Bandog  of  Burgundy  is  hke  to 
fall  heir  to  a  large  proportion  of  your  silks,  satms, 
and  jewellery  work."         ,  .„       ,         ■,         u      r 

"  Silks,  satins,  and  jewels  I"  exclaimed  anotherof 
the  revellere ;  ''  such  wares  will  not  pass  toll-free 
where  Archibald  Hagenbach  hath  authority. 

"  Fair  sirs,"  resumed  Arthur,  aficar  a  momenf  s  con- 
sideration, "  these  wares  are  my  father's  property,  not 
mine;  and  it  is  for  him,  not  me,  to  pronounce,  how 
much  of  them  he  might  be  content  to  part  with  in  the 
way  of  toll,  rather  than  give  occasion,  to  a  fray,  m 
which  his  companions,  who  have  received  him  into 
their  society,  must  be  exposed  to  injury  as  well  as 
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himadf.  I  can  only  say,  that  he  haa  weighty  afiaira 
at  the  court  of  Burfninay,  which  muat  render  nim  de- 
airoua  of  reaching  it  in  peace  with  all  men ;  and  it  ia 
my  private  belief  that  rather  than  incur  the  loaa  and 
danger  of  a  broil  with  the  ^rrison  of  La  Ferette,  he 
would  be  contented  to  sacrifice  all  the  property  which 
he  hai  at  present  with  him.  Therefore,  I  must  re- 
quest of  you,  gentlemen,  a  space  to  consult  his  plea- 
sure on  this  occasion ;  assunng  you,  that  if  it  be  his 
will  to  resist  ihe  payment  of  these  duties  to  Burgundy, 
you  shall  find  in  me  one  who  is  fully  determined  to 
fight  to  the  last  drop  of  his  blood." 

"  GkK>d  King  Arthur,"  said  Rudolph ;  *'  thou  art 
a  dutiful  observer  of  the  Fourth  Commandment,  and 
thy  days)  shall  be  long  in  the  land.  Do  not  suppose 
us  neglectful  of  the  same  duty,  althouf^h,  for  the 
present,  we  conceive  ourselves  bound,  m  the  first 
place,  to  attend  to  the  weal  of  our  country,  the  rom- 
mon  parent  of  our  fathers  and  ourselve.^.  But  as  you 
know  our  profound  respect  for  the  Landnmman,  you 
need  not  fear  that  we  shall  willingly  oHIt  him  ofieiice^ 
by  rashly  engaging  in  hostilities,  or  without  some 
weighty  reason  ;  and  an  attempt  to  plunder  his  guest 
would  nave  l>een  met,  on  his  pan,  with  resistance  to 
the  death.  I  had  hoped  to  nnd  both  you  and  your 
father  prompt  enough  to  resent  such  a  gross  injur}'. 
Nevertheless,  if  your  father  inclines  to  present  his 
fleece  to  be  shorn  l»y  Archibald  of  Hagenbaoh,  whose 
scissors,  he  will  find,  clip  pretty  closely,  it  would  bo 
unncccsaarv'  and  uncivil  in  us  to  interpose.  Mean 
time,  you  nave  the  advantage  of  knowing,  that  in 
case  the  Governor  of  La  Ferette  should  be  disposed 
to  strip  you  of  skin  as  well  as  fleece,  there  are  more 
men  close  at  hand  thnn  you  looked  for,  whom  you 
will  find  both  able  and  willing  to  render  you  prompt 
assistance." 

"  On  these  terms,"  said  the  Englishman,  "  I  make 
my  acknowledgments  to  these  gentlemen  of  Bale,  or 
whatever  other  country  hath  sent  them  forth,  and 
pledge  them  in  a  brotherly  cup  to  our  farther  and 
more  intimate  acquaintance." 

"Health  and  prosperity  to  the  United  Cantons,  and 
their  friends!"  answered  the  Blue  Cavalier.  ''And 
death  and  confusion  to  all  besides." 

The  cups  were  replenished ;  and  instead  of  u  shout 
of  applause,  the  young  men  around  testified  their 
devoted  determination  to  the  cause  which  was  thus 
announced,  bv  grasping  each  other^a  hands,  and  then 
brandishing  their  weapons  with  a  fierce  vet  noiseless 
gesture. 

"Thus,"  said  Rudolph  Donnerhugc!,  "our  illustri- 
ous ancestors,  the  fathers  of  Swiss  independence, 
met  in  the  immortal  field  of  Rutli,  between  Uri  and 
Unterwalden.  Thus  they  swore  to  each  other,  under 
the  blue  firmament  of  heaven,  that  they  would  restore 
the  liberty  of  their  oppressed  country;  and  history 
can  tell  how  well  they  kept  their  word." 

"And  she  shall  record."  said  the  Blue  Cavalier, 
"how  well  the  present  Switzers  can  preserve  the 
freedom  which  tneir  fathers  won. — Pn>ceed  in  your 
rounds,  good  Rudolph,  and  be  assured,  that  at  the 
signal  of  the  Hauptman,  the  soldiers  will  not  be  far 
absent ;— all  is  arranged  as  formerly,  unless  you  have 
new  orders  to  give  us." 

"Hark  thee  hither  Laurenz,"  said  Rudolph  to  the 
Blue  Cavalier,— and  Arthur  c^uld  hear  him  say,— 
"Beware,  my  friend,  that  the  Rhine  wine  be  Dt 
abused ;— if  there  is  too  much  provision  of  it,  manage 
to  destroy  the  flasks;— a  mule  may  siumble,  thou 
knowcst,  or  so.  Give  not  way  to  Rudicer  in  this.  He 
18  fpown  a  wine-bibbeT  since  he  joined  us.  We  must 
bring  both  heart  and  hand  to  what  may  ho  done  to- 
moiTow."— They  then  whispered  so  low,  that  Arthur 
could  hear  nothing  of  their  farther  conference,  and 
bid  each  other  adieu,  after  clasping  hands,  as  if  they 
were  renewing  aome  solemn  pledge  of  union. 

Rudolph  and  his  party  then  moved  forward,  and 
were  scarce  out  of  sight  of  their  now  assoaatea, 


The  doga  arc  silent,"  said  the  Bernese.    ^*  Those 
^ho   approach   mu9t   be   the   companions  of  our 


They  proved,  accordingly,  to  be  RudiflH'  aad 
his  party,  who,  halting  on  the  appearmnoe  of  thn 
comrades,  made  and  underwent  a  UMmiBl  chdUean 
auch  advance  had  the  Swiss  already  made  in  iSh 
tary  discipline,  which  waa  but  Utile  and  roii^ 
studied  by  the  infantn'  in  other  parta  of  Eoropa 
Arthur  could  hear  Rudolph  take  his  friend  Rudlpi 
to  task  for  not  meeting  him  at  the  halting-place  i» 

Kointed.    "It  leads  to  new  revelry  on  ]rour  airim" 
e  said,  "  and  to-morrow  must  find  us  cool  and  » 
termined." 

"Cool  as  an  icicle,  noble  Hauptman,"  answenl 
the  son  of  the  Landamman,  "  and  determined  fl 
the  rock  it  hangs  upon." 

Rudolph  again  recommended  temperance,  and  lk| 
young  Biederman  promised  compliance.  The  tn 
parties  passed  each  other  with  friendly  though  siai 
greeting;  and  there  was  soon  a  considerable distiBH 
between  them.  | 

The  country  was  more  open  on  the  side  of  Ais 
castle,  around  which  their  duty  now  led  them, 
where  it  lay  opposite  to  the  principal  gate, 
glades  were  broad,   the  trees  thinly  scattered 
pasture  land,  and  there  were  no  triicketa,  mil 
or  similar  places  of  ambush,  so  that  the  eye  i ' 
in  the  clear  moonlight,  well  command  the 
try. 

"  Here,"  said  Rudolph,  "  we  may  judge 
secure  enough  for  some  conference;  and 
may  I  ask  tnce,  Arthur  of  England,  now  than 
seen  us  more  closely,   what  thinkest  then  of! 
Switzer youth  ?  If  thou  hast  learned  less  than  I 
have  wished,  thank   thine  own    uncommonit, 
temper,  which  retired  in  some  degree  frcrni  oar 
fidence." 

"Only  in  so  far  as  I  could  not  have  answered,] 
therefore  ought  not  to  have  received  ir,"  said. 
"  The  judgment  1  have  been  enabled  to  form  ar 
in  a  few  words,  to  this:  Your  purposes  areloAjri 
noble  as  )'our  mountains ;  but  the  stranger  frooi 
low  country  is  not  accustomed  to  tread  tnedmiiti 
path  by  which  you  ascend  them.    My  foot  has ' 
always  ac<!ustomcd  to  move  straight  forward 
the  green-sward." 

"  Vou  spc^akin  riddles,"  answered  the  Bemne. 

"  Not  so,"  returned  the  Englishman.    "  I  diiak] 
ouzht  plainly  to  mention  to  your  seniors,  (the  ml 
nal  leaders  of  young  men. who  seem  well-ai8poMd1 
take  their  own  road,)  that  you  expect  an  attackinr 
neighbourhood  of  La  Ffrettc,  and  hope  for  i 
from  some  of  the  townsmen  of  Bale."  ^ 

"Ay,  truly,"  answered  Donnerhasel;  "aodlli 
Landamman  would  stop  his  Journey  tin  hcdetpatM, 
a  messenger  for  a  safe-conduct  to  the  Duke  <d  Mi 
gundy;  and  should  he  grant  it,  there  were  ao  coda 
all  hope  of  war." 

"Tnie,"  replied  Arthur;  "but  the  LandamiM 
would  thereby  obtain  his  own  principal  object,  M 
the  sole  purpose  of  the  mission— that  is,  the  eMIr 
blishment  of  peace." 

"  Peace— peace  ?"  answered  the  Bernese  liii4f* 
"  Were  my  wishes  alono  to  be  oi^ioscd  to  tboH* 
Arnold  Biederman,  I  know  so  much  of  his  hoNir 
and  faith,  I  re^>cct  so  highly  his  valour  and  V^^ 
ism,  that  at  his  voice  I  would  sheathe  my  aMg 
even  if  my  most  mortal  enemy  stood  before  roe.  BM 
mine  is  not  the  single  wish  of  a  single  man;  theaMi 
of  my  canton,  and  that  of  SolcLre,  are  deternuDedH 
war.  It  was  by  war,  noble  war,  that  our  fathff 
came  forth  from  the  house  of  their  captivity-^t  f^ 
by  war,  successful  and  glorious  war,  that  t  race,  ii* 
had  been  held  scarce  ao  much  worth  thinking  MM 
the  oxen  which  they  goaded,  cmeiYfcd  at  once  iM> 
liberty  and  consequence,  and  were  honoured  beoili 
they  were  feared,  as  much  as  they  had  been  fixflH 
despised  because  they  were  unreaistinff." 

"This  mav  be  all  ver>'  true,"  said  toe  young EV" 
lishman ;  "  out,  in  my  opinion,  the  object  w  1^ 
mission  haa  been  determined  by  your  Diet  or  Bsg 
of  Commons.  They  have  resolved  to  send  yw^ 
othera  as  messcngera  of  peace:  but  you  are  aiGM 
blowing  the  coals  of  war ;  and  while  all,  or  moit  * 
your  senior  colleagues  are  setting  out  to-monowli 
expectation  of  a  peaceful  journey,  you  stand  prepuca 
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kit  a  oQiffibat,  and  look  for  the  meane  of  giving  cauae 
brit" 

"And  ia  it  not  well  that  I  do  atand  ao  prepared 7" 
mawered  Rudolph.  "  If  our  reception  in  But^indy'a 
lependenciea  be  peaceful,  aa  you  aay  the  reat  of  the 
i^tadon  expect,  my  precautions  will  be  needleae; 
nit  at  teaat  they  can  do  no  harm.  If  it  prore  other- 
iriee,  I  ahall  be  the  meana  of  avcTting  a  great  miafor- 
lone  from  my  colleagues,  my  kinaman  Arnold  Bteder- 
nan,  my  fair  cousin  Anne,  your  father,  yourself— 
lorn  all  (rf*  U8|  in  abort,  who  are  joyouaiy  travelling 
loeetber." 

Arthur  shook  his  head.  *'  There  ia  aomething  in  all 
this,"  he  aaid,  "  which  I  underatand  not,  and  will  not 
utA  to  underatand.  I  only  pray  that  you  will  not 
make  my  father'a  concerns  the  subject  of  breaking 
traee;  it  may,  as  you  hint,  involve  the  Landamman 
n  a  quarrel,  which  he  miglit  otherwise  have  avoided. 
I  am  sure  my  father  will  never  forrave  it" 


tnre's  eyry,  the  one  year;  and  ih  the  next,  wearyiAii 
the  shnnea  for  mercy  for  their  treHpaasiea,  overwhelm- 
ing the  priesta  with  the  wealth  which  they  ahowered 
upon  them,  and,  finally,  vowing  vows,  )ind  making 
pilgrimages,  sometimes  aa  palmera,  aometimea  aa 
cruaadere  as  far  as  Jerusalem  itself,  to  atone  for  the 
iniquities  which  they  had  committed  without  hesita- 
tion or  straggle  of  conscience." 

"  Such  I  have  underetood,"  replied  the  young  Eng- 
lishman, "  was  the  history  of  the  house  oi  Geieretem, 
till  Arnold,  or  his  immediate  anoeatora,  ezchangea 
the  lance  for  the  sheep-hook." 

"But  it  is  said,"  replied  the  Bernese,  "that  the 
powerful  and  wealthy  Barons  of  Amheim,  of  Swabia, 
whose  only  female  descendant  became  the  wife  to 
Count  Albert  of  Qeierstein,  and  the  mother  of  this 
young  person,  whom  Swiss  call  simply  Anne,  and 
Germans  Countess  Anne  of  Geierstein^  were  noblea 
of  a  different  caste.  They  did  not  reatnct  their  livea 
within  the  limits  of  sinning  and  repenting,-— of  plun- 


"I  have  pledged  my  word,"  saidRodolph, "  already    „....».  v^w  ..„„.„  ^^  «.^.....e  »..»  .^^^ a,    ».  i^.^^- 

10  that  effect.    But  if  he  should  like  the  usage  of  the   dering  harmless  peasants,  and  pampering  fat  monks; 


bmdcM;  of  Bui^ndy  less  than  you  seem  to  apprehend 
lie  wiir  there  is  no  harm  in  your  knowing,  that,  in 
time  ot  need,  be  may  be  well  and  actively  supported." 

**!  am  greatly  obliged  by  the  assurance,"  replied  the 
Eogliahman.    . 

"And  thou  mayat  thyaelf,  my  fnend,"  continued 
Rodolpb,  "take  a  warning  from  what  thou  haat 
lieaiti :  Men  go  not  to  a  bridal  in  armour,  nor  to  a 
btawl  in  ailken  doublet."  ..     . , 

"I  will  be  chid  to  meet  the  worat^"  eaid  Arthur; 
''and  for  that  purpoae  I  will  don  a  light  hauberk  of 
irtll-tempered  steel,  proof  aeainat  apear  or  arrow ; 
ind  I  thank  you  for  your  kindly  counaeL" 

"Nay,  thank  not  me,"  aaid  Rudolph;  "I  were  ill 
Scaaving  to  be  a  leader  did  1  not  make  thoae  who 
ire  to  follow  me^more  especially  ao  truaty  a  follower 
is  thou  art— aware  of  the  time  when  they  should 
bockle  on  their  armour,  and  prepare  for  hard  blows." 

Here  the  conversation  paused  for  a  moment  or  two, 
neither  of  the  speakera  being  entirely  contented  with 
bis  companion,  although  neither  pressed  any  fiirther 
rnnark. 

The  Bemeae,  judging  from  the  feelings  which  he 
liad  seen  predominate  among  the  tradera  of  hia  own 
country,  bad  entertained  little  doubt  that  the  Englisfa- 
naan,  finding  himself  powerfully  supported  in  point  of 
R>rc«,  would  have  cauj^ht  at  the  opportunity  to  resist 
paying  the  exorbitant  imposts  with  which  he  was 
threatened  at  the  next  town,  which  would  probably, 
without  any  effect  on  Rudolph's  part,  have  led  to 
Ineaking  off  the  truce  on  the  part  of  Arnold  Bieder- 
man  himself,  and  to  an  instant  declaration  of  hosti- 
litiea.  On  the  other  hand,  young  Philipaon  could  not 
imderatand  or  approve  of^  Donnerhugel's  conduct, 
who,  himself  a  member  of  a  peaceful  deputation, 
Kemed  to  be  animated  with  the  purpose  of  seizmg  an 
opportunity  to  kindle  the  flames  of  war. 

Occupied  by  these  various  reflectionGL  they  walked 
side  by  side  for  some  time  without  speaking  together, 
nntil  Rudolph  broke  silence. 

"Your  curiosity  is  then  ended,  Sir  Englishman," 
aaid  he,  "respecting  the  apparition  of  Anne  of  Geier- 
steinr 

"  Par  from  it,"  replied  Philipaon ;  "  but  I  would  un- 
willingly intrude  any  questions  on  you  while  you  are 
busy  with  the  duties  of  your  patrol." 


but  were  distinguished  for  something  more  than 
building  castles  with  dungeons  and  foUer-kammera, 
or  torture-chambera,  and  founding  monaateriea  with 
Galileea  and  Refectories. 

"  These  same  Barons  of  Arnheim  were  men  who 
strove  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  human  know- 
ledge, and  converted  their  castle  into  a  species  of  col- 
lege, where  there  were  more  ancient  volumes  than 
the  monks  have  niled  together  in  the  ]ibrary  of  St. 
Gall.  Nor  were  tbeir  aludies  in  books  alone.  Deep 
buried  in  their  private  laboratories,  they  attained  se- 
crets which  were  afterwards  transmittea  through  the 
race  from  father  to  son,  and  were  supposed  to  have 
approached  nearly  to  the  deepest  recesses  of  alchemy. 
The  report  of  thjeir  wisdom  and  their  wealth  waa 
often  brought  to  the  Imperial  footstool ;  and  in  the 
freauent  disputes  which  the  Emperors  maintained 
with  the  Popes  of  old,  it  is  said  they  were  encou- 
raged, if  not  instigated,  by  the  counsels  of  the  Barons 
of  Amheim,  ana  supported  by  their  treasures.  It 
was,  perhaps,  such  a  course  of  politics,  joined  to  the 
unusual  and  mysterious  studies  which  the  family  of 
Arnheim  so  long  pureued.  which  excited  against 
them  the  generally  received  opinion,  that  they  were 
assisted  in  their  superhuman  researches  by  super- 
natural influences.  The  priests  were  active  in  for- 
warding this  cry  against  men,  who,  perhaps,  had  no 
other  fault  than  that  of  being  wiser  than  themselves. 

"'Look  what  guests,'  they  said,  'are  received  in 
the  halls  of  Amheim  I  Let  a  Christian  knight,  crip- 
pled in  war  with  the  Saracen&  preaent  himaelf  on 
the  drawbridge,  he  is  fiierdoned  with  a  crast  and  a 
cup  of  wine,  and  reouu^  to  pass  on  his  way.  If  a 
palmer,  redolent  of  the  aanctity  acquired  by  his  recent 
visits  to  the  most  holy  shrines,  and  by  the  sacred 
relics  which  attest  and  reward  his  toil,  approach  the 
unhallowed  walls,  the  warder  bends  his  crossbow, 
and  the  porter  shuts  the  gate,  as  if  the  wandering 
saint  brought  the  plagUe  with  him  from  Palestine. 
But  comes  there  a  gray  bearded,  glib-tongued  Greek, 
with  his  parchment  scrolls,  the  very  letters  of  which 
are  painiul  to  Christian  eyes— comea  there  a  Jewish 
Rabmn,  with  his  Talmud  and  Cabala-^omes  there 
a  swarthy  sun-bumt  Moor,  who  can  boast  of  having 
read  the  language  of  the  Stare  in  Chaldea,  the  cradle 


„.^„  w.^ « ,w-.  r of  astrological  science— Lo,  the  wandering  impostor 

"That  maV  be  considered  as  over,"  said  iheBemese,    or  sorcerer  occuoies  the  highest  seat  at  the  Baron  of 
•      -       •       -     •     • « '  Amheim  s  board,  shares  with  him  the  laboura  of  the 

alembic  and  the  furnace,  learns  from  him  mystic 
knowledge,  like  that  of  which  our  firat  parents  parti- 


"for  there  is' not  a  bush  near  us  to  cover  a  Burgun- 
dian  knave,  and  a  glance  around  us  from  time  to 
time  is  all  that  is  now  needful  to  prevent  surprise. 
And  so,  listen  while  I  tell  a  tale,  never  sung  or  harped 
in  hall  or  bower,  and  which,  I  begm  to  think,  deserves 
as  much  credit,  at  least,  as  is  due  to  the  Tales  of  the 
Round  Table,  which  ancient  troubadoura  and  minne- 
singen  dole  out  to  us  as  the  authentic  chronicles  of 
your  renowned  namesake. 

"Of  Anne's  ancestore  on  the  male  side  of  the 
house,"  continued  Rudolph,  "  I  dare  say  you  have 
heard  enough,  and  are  well  aware  how  they  dwelt  in 
the  old  walls  at  Geieratein  beside  the  cascade,  grind- 
ing their  vassals,  devouring  the  substanceof  their  less 
powerful  neighbours,  and  plundering  the  goods  of  the 
travellers  whom  ill  luck  aent  within  ken  of  the  vul- 


cipated  to  the  overthrow  of  their  race,  and  requitea  it 
with  leaaons  more  dreadful  than  he  receives,  till  the 
profane  host  has  added  to  his  hoard  of  unholy,  wis- 
dom, all  that  the  pagan  visiter  can  cpmmunicate. 
And  these  things  are  done  in  Almain,  which  la  called 
the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  of  which  aq  manv  pneata 
are  princea !— they  are  done,  and  neither  ban  nor 
monition  ia  issued  against  a  race  of  sorcerers,  who, 
fix>m  age  to  age,  go  on  triumphing  in  their  necro- 
mancy? , .  .  ,  .  *  .1 
"  Such  arguments,  which  were  echoed  from  mitred 
Abbou  to  the  cell  of  Anchorites,  aeem,  nevertheleaa, 
to  have  made  little  impreaeion  on  the  Imperial  council 


Artihc 


thcFuiih.ini 

Amhciru,  Ihoucl; 
e>na  unwiirlKi 


wilh  Ihc  Barons  of 

BitakinjE  of  the  nnuin:,  and  entitlol  la 
«  or  a  ciuBade  asuinat  ih<i  enemies  or 


"i^. 


mode  of  clouinK  ait  dicir  deep 
Christian  church.    Bui  iho  Lurda  of 
forquuTet,  wrm  by 

on  [fao  canlniTT,  IwlonKing  lo  lliiJa 
u.,..^..^^-'  .~— >  were  nai  Iho  leas  disiiiifriJisbed  na 
nailanl  ktii«hls  anil  Bood  nien-BI-smiii.  I'hcy  were 
beaidca  weoJihy,  secunxi  and  alrcn^ilii.'nixl  by  grenl 

allisnccB,  and  in ■- -■ -"  — 

vidcni.    Tins  the 


ddcnce. 


ANNE  OP  ceiERSTElN.  iCut.  X. 

ur  sliould  aliG,  as  is  most  prabablr%  icium  ifaiihersAn 
ilic  uresFni  visil  lo  hvr  father,  perbsps  oui  EonuiMi 
rnifthl  be  drawn  yci  doaer.  This  has,  indcol, 
Iteen  prevcniud  bv  ccriain  prFJudicn  af  h^  ur 
rcapiKiing  her  father's  suihuHty,  and  ihe  nearni 
OUT  relauoaahipi  whicli,  however,  comea  witluni__ 
of  a  liccQKi  very  rmiucntlir  oblainHL  Bui  I  only  mo- 
lion  ihasc  Ihings,  lo  sliowyou  how  much  more  inite 
I  muat  iicccRsanly  hold  Anne  of  Oneralein's  rqwu- 
lian.Ihauitiaposaiblrloryouiodo,  beinn  s  iiniwr, 
known  to  her  bul  a  short  while  since,  anil  Koo  to 
pan  wilh  hur,  as  I  undcrBlaiid  you  puiiiuse,  far  <rm. 
file  tuni  taken  in  ihii  kind  of  spulofiy  imiaKd 
Arthur  so  hixlily,  <hal  ii  roiuired  sll  the  Kasona  wli»h 


"The  confederacies  fiirinrd  aKainat  ilic  l^orda  of 
Arnheini  were  liroken  up;  the  attacks  which  ilicir 
enemies  mcdilated  were  anticiimiLiI  and  discon- 
ccrivdt  and  those  who  employed  actual  violence 
were  repelled  wilh  siitnal  loss  to  the  assailants;  until 
at  lenRih  an  impression  was  produced  in  their  noii^- 
bouihiMJ,  tbsi  liy  thuir  accurate  inflinualiun  con- 
cerning modiiatKi  viulence,  and  their  «xtraardinarf 
Mwvrs  of  texiBiinf;  anil  dcftstini;  it,  Ihe  olinoxious 


whieli  merely  liuman  Rirc 

Ihrowiiitfj    BO   that,  beeoriiiutt  on  unit 

baled,  tliey  nrcre  suRiiRd/or.tlw  lost  ^ 


]  that,  bccomiafr  aa  much  loared  t 


And  this  was  n 


perfeclir  ratisfiol  with  thiur  G'udor  Buin-nurst  abun- 
dantly raady  lo  rise  in  their  delpaep,  and  disposul  lu 
believe,  thai,  whether  liiur  lords  wera  SDrecreia  or 
no,  thsir  own  mndiiioa  wuulil  dm  Iw  mnntkd  by  ci- 
chaoirinii  their  fjavernmvnu  cither  Ibr  the  mis  uf  ibc 
rnuadera  in  thisbaty.wtiAuCiOrihiiuf  ihediureh- 
IDM  by  wliom  it  was  instlKaluI.  The  race  of  tlieM 
bltroiu  ended  in  Iletinon  vun  Amhciin,  llut  miltmal 
gnndfhilier  of  -luiie  of  Gucntein-  He  waa  Imnud 
wilh  hta  bdniPl,  swunl,  and  ahielil,  aa  is  the  f ivrmui 
cusbnn  with  IbelasimaleoTanoblalatnilr. 

"  Bul  be  loft  an  onlv  dauRfaier,  Hyiiilla  of  Ainhdn% 
lo  inhent  a  consideraUu  portion  tifhm  enlati' ;  sod  i 
never  licard  thai  the  slrunK  imiutalinn  nf  aoreorr 
which  attached  tu  heTl>oiM),Rpvi>Rii4  minirtoua  ap- 
plications, (rom  persona  id'  tuu  hi|{hu<[  iliatinclioa  in 
the  Empire,  to  hi9'  leant  suardian,  ihr  Empcnv,  Iot 
the  rich  heiress's  hand  ui  marriaKS.  Albert  nTfMer- 
alein,  however,  tlioush  an  nUr,  ubiainRl  the  prefi.-r- 
enee-  He  was  inllant  and  handaomc,  which  ramu- 
msndcd  him  to  Sybilta ;  and  Ihe  Rmpcfor,  bLiil  at  the 

■ ■'■ — in  idea  uf  recoverinit  bm  auihnrity  in 

-Vsinoua  to  show  himfslf 

eonsiileled  ai  a  ftifptive 

, ... ... p'lheimnenal  eauae.  Vou 

may  thus  see,  most  nublo  Kitig  Arthur,  that  Anno  of 
Oeiersiem,  ihe  only  cbilil  'if  llieir  niatTinHo,  descends 
from  no  oidmBry  slock ;  and  that  riiruinslanRes  in 
which  she  moy  be  concemed,  are  nut  lo  be  explained 
or  judged  of  so  easily,  or  upon  die  saina  srounils  of 
reaaaning,  aain  ihe  case  of  onlinary  nTWns." 

"  By  tny  honeai  wonl,  Hir  Uululph  of  Uooncrhiigel," 
Mid  Arthur,  studiously  labouring  to  keep  a  command 
iy>oa  his Utiinfls,  "I  can  are  notliinK  in  ywtr  narm- 
live,  and  understand  not  hinn  ftom  it,  nnlesa  it  be,  that, 
because  in  Germany,  oa  in  other  Gounirieh  there  have 
been  foolii  who  have  annexetl  the  idea  of  witchcnn 
-nd  sorcery  to  iho  posai-seion  of  knowledge 


"  1  can  liuie  no  ground.  Sir  Hanptnian."  hr  laid, 
"  to  uhallcniie  any  ojiinion  which  yuii  inay  enirtiua 
of  a  yuiins  prison  with  wbom  you  ore  ao  cluwl)'  rw 
noctul,  as  you  appcarto '  "" 


rolstionaliipi 
on  ropiilar 
injumwalir 


_, wsSSa™ 

. that,  with  aach  regard  for  her  n»  ymir 

laliip  itnplini,  you  aliould  bs  disooaed  ui  ncxat 
:ilar  and  trivial  tradilkins,  a  belief  wliicb  hum 

.... 4»l|r  affiicta  your  kiuawoman,  inoie  «l>i«**( 

one  wilh  whom  you  intimate  a  wiith  to  form  >  NH 
nioie  close  cimnciiun.  Bethink  you,  sir,  that  ia  d 
Cbriatian  lands,  the  inipulalion  of  aoruery  is  thunial 
foul  which  can  be  thrown  on  Chrisiian  ninn  t>i  wa- 


good  sword  I  wear,  lie  that  dan_  „ 

n  thoiittbi  aeuinst  Anne  uf  a<>ieraicin,  muat  untUn 
my  challenge,  nnd  take  my  life,  or  losv  his  own.  fit 
the  qiKstion  is  nul  whether  Ihe  niaidim  hcrwlf  pim- 
tisGS  aorcny,  which  bo  who  avers  had  beittr  uttrtM 
hi*  tomb,  and  pritvide  bt  his  soul's  safety  i  the  d«A 
lira  here,  whether,  as  ibedeveendenl  of  a  tamdy  *bo> 


aciit— in  flop,  wlHlfavr  they  have  nori 


perwosU*  ri» 

, . ...., , imion  lepUyn 

ber  oxpenai!  fiiDtaatical  tnckis  which  llioy  cannot  *(:■ 


otiivr  iiMMtal*,  whoae  forebihen  liavcm 
Iteir  lives  bjr  the  lule*  of  the  church,  of 
Ibt  coinnnmiiin  with  iL   Andaslsinmdl 


leapeeUnR  bet  Kenealofiy,  conGmiim  the  ideal  __ 
now  oxprcmxi.  But  yuu  will  understand  they  sna 
Iho  most  private  nature,  and  that  I  expcci  SKiiq 
under  the  stiictvat  personal  penalty." 

"I  shaH  b«  silent,  air,"  reidied  the  young  Engliit 
man,  atiU  stmi^inR  with  suppressed  pasiion,  "os 
rverylliinKrEsprcung  the  character  of  ~  '  -  '^— 
I  am  bound  lo '  "  ■-:  j.i„     n_ 

Ruaranteo  nf  myown  honoiu'."  " 

"  Be  it  M,"  aaid  Rudolph  ;  "  it  is  not  my  »lsh  ts 
Bwake  snt;ry  Icclings ;  bul  I  am  deaiiuus,  bcnh  Ibr  w 
ankc  of  your  good  opinion,  which  lvalue,  andilain 
the  plainer  eiplanalioti  of  whai  I  have  darkly  inti- 
mated, locommunicatH  to  you  whalolherwnel «» 
much  rather  have  left  untold." 


"  Vou  must  be  nidei; 
nccesaary  and  ptui: 
hilipson ;     but  icmcn: 


.—  «^ 

.  L      r       J  .         ■         -^  ■ — that  young  ladyulli 

dom.  you  are  therefore  disposnl  u>  stigmatize  a  voun?    sulmi't," 
maiden,  who  has  ol ways  been  rcspcclcd  and  beloved       Rudolph  answered,  aficraminule'siMUsr.— "Tin 
bythoscaroundlKT.  aaadiBcipleofaitswhich,  Itnist,    lioal  wen  and  heard  too  much,  Arihur.  oat  ulnn 
"^.l;.","^;^"!",  "■  "i'l''"K  -'•e  whole,  or  at  least  all  .bat  iTknow,  or.s™rt»i 


cording  to  you 

I  am  teaily  un 

willing  to  HO  into  more  particuUr  de-    o 

tads.    Tonoo 

necanAnneof  Ueierstein'sfamebcso    p 

dear  aa  lo  me 

I  am,  nCtcc  her  uncle's  family,  her    h 
and  had  she  remained  in  SwilK^and, 

nesral  relativ 

lat  Iknnw,  or  sMtrbntf 
I  subject.    It  ia  imposaibic  hit  IM 

111  I  deajroua  that  you  should  nMca  ri 

■  irrii:iujn  necessary  lo  understand  iben  • 
a*  (III-  nature  of  iho  facta  will  pemii.  5 
^I,  keeping  leftward  to  view  the  bog,  iv««* 
Ic  to  make  ere  the  circoi  t  of  lbs  coatie  isMC^ 
It  wiU  alTord  leinira  enouKfa  for  ibe  lak  I 
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difided  between  hia  desire  lo  know  all  that  it  was 
poaeible  to  learn  concerning  Anne  of  Geieratein,  and 
hia  dislike  to  hear  her  name  pronounced  with  such 
pretensiona  sa  those,  of  Donnerhugel,  together  with 
t))e revival  of  hia  original  prejudices  against  the  gigan- 
tic Swiss,  whose  manners,  always  blunt,  nearly  to 
coaraeneaa,  seemed  now  marked  by  assumed  superi- 
ority and  presumption.  Arthur  listened,  however,  to 
his  wild  tale;  and  the  interest  which  he  took  in  it  soon 
oveipowered  all  other  aensations. 


CHAPTEK   XL 

DONNERHUGEL'S  NARRATIVE. 

Theco  b«  tiM  adept'*  doctrtnec-every  eloment 

I«p«npled  with  lU  teparato  race  of  spiriti. 

The  airy  Sylphs  on  the  Mne  ether  Ooat : 

Deep  hi  the  earthy  cavern  akulks  Uie  Gnome; 

The  lea-fTeeD  Naiad  akiins  (he  ooean-billow, 

And  the  fierce  firo  is  yet  a  friendly  homo 

To  ita  peealiar  iprite-the  Salamander.— iliionystoiu. 

I  TOLD  you,  (said  Rudolph,)  that  the  Lords  of  Arn- 
heini,  though  from  father  to  son  they  were  notoriously 

addict^  to  secret  studies,  were,  nevertheless,  like  the 
other  German  nobles,  followers  of  war  and  the  chase. 
This  was  peculiarly  the  cnse  with  Anne's  maternal 
grandfather,  Herman  of  Arnheim,  who  prided  himself 
:  pD  possessing  a  splendid  stud^of  horses,  and  one  steed 
ID  particular,  th«  nobleat  ever  known  in  these  circles 
of  Germany.  I  should  make  wild  work  were  I  to 
attempt  a  description  of  such  an  animal,  so  I  will  con- 
tent myself  witn  saying  his  colour  was  jet  black, 
without  a  hair  of  white  either  on  his  face  or  feet.'  For 
this  reason,  and  the  wildness  of  his  dipposiiion,  bis 
master  had  termed  him  ApoUyon ;  a  circumstance 
which  was  secretly  considered  as  tending  to  sanction 
the  evil  reports  which  touched  the  house  of  Arnheim. 
being,  it  was  said,  the  naming  of  a  favourite  animal 
after  a  (bul  fiend. 

It  chanced,  one  November  dav,  that  the  Baron  had 
been  hunting  in  the  forest,  and  did  not  reach  home 
illl  nightfall.  There  were  no  guests  with  him,  for,  as 
I  hinted  to  you  before.,  the  castle  of  Arnheim  seldom 
received  anv  other  than  those  from  whom  its  inhabi- 
tants hoped  to  f^ain  augmentation  of  knowledge.  The 
Baron  was  seared  alone  in  his  hall,  illuminated  with 
cressets  and  torche&  His  one  hand  held  a  volume 
covered  with  characters  unintelligible  to  all  save  him- 
self. The  other  rested  on  tne  marble  table,  on  which 
was  placed  a  flask  of  Tokay  wine.  A  page  stood  in 
respectful  attendance  near  the  bottom  of  the  large 
and  ditn  apartment,  and  no  sound  was  heard  save 
that  of  the  nigh^  wind,  when  it  sighed  mournfully 
through  the  rusty  coats  of  mail,  and  waved  the  tat- 
tered banners  which  were  the  tapestry  of  the  feudal 
hail.  At  once  the  footstep  of  a  person  was  heard 
ascending  the  atairs  in  haste  and  trepidation ;  the  door 
of  the  hall  was  thrown  violently  open,  and,  terrified 
to  a  degree  of  ecstasy,  Caspar,  the  head  of  the  Barents 
stable,  or  his  mastei-  of  horse,  stumbled  up  almost  to 
the  foot  of  the  table  at  which  his  lord  was  seated, 
with  the  exclamation  in  his  mouth,— 

"My  lord,  my  lord,  a  fiend  is  in  the  stable  !*' 

"What  means  this  folly 7"  said  the  Baron,  arising, 
surprised  and  displeased  at  an  intepuption  so  unusual. 
Let  me  endure  your  displeasure,"  said  Caspar, 
"  if  I  speak  not  truth  I    ApoUyon" 

Here  he  paused. 
'     "  Speak  out,  thou  frightened  fool,"  said  the  Baron ; 
"  is  my  horse  sick,  or  injured  7" 

The  master  of  the  stalls  again  gasped  forth  the  word, 
"ApoUyon!" 

"  Say  on,"  said  the  Baron ;  "  were  ApoUyon  in  pre- 
sence personally,  it  were  nothing  to  shake  a  brave 
man's  mind." 

"The  devil/'  answered  the  master  of  the  horse, 
"  is  in  Apollyon's  stall !" 

"FooJ!"  exclaimed  the  nobleman,  snatching  a 
torch  from  the  waU;  "what  is  it  that  could  have 
turned  thy  brain  in  such  siUy  fashion  7  Things  like 
thee,  that  are  born  to  serve  us,  should  hold  their  brains 
on  a  firmer  tenure,  for  our  sakes,  if  not  for  that  of 
their  worthless  selves." 

As  he  spoke,  he  descended  to  the  court  of  the  cas- 
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tie,  to  visit  the  stat^y  range  of  stables  which  occupied 
all  the  lower  part  of  the  quadrangle  on  one  side.  He 
entered,  where  fifty  gallant  steeds  stood  in  rows,  on 
each  side  of  the  ample  hall.  At  the  side  of  each  stall 
hung  the  weapons  of  offence  and  defence  of  a  man> 
at-arms,  as  bright  as  constant  attention  could  make 
them,  together  with  the  buff-coat  which  formed  the 
trooper's  under  garment.  The  Baron,  followed  by  one 
or  two  of  the  domestics,  who  had  assembled  full  of 
astonishment  at  the  unusual  alarm,  hastened  up  to 
the  head  of  the  stable,  betwixt  the  rows  of  steeds. — 
As  he  approached  the  staU  of  his  favourite  horse, 
which  was  the  uppermost  of  the  right-hand  row,  the 
gallant  steed  neither  neighed,  nor  snook  his  head,  nor 
stanaped  with  his  foot,  nor  gave  the  usual  signs  of  joy 
at  his  lord's  approach ;  a  faint  meaning,  as  if  he  im? 
plored  assistance,  was  the  only  acknowledgment  he 
gave  of  the  Baron's  presence. 

Sir  Herman  held  up  the  torch,  and  discovered  that 
there  was  indeed  a  tall  dark  figtire  standing  in  the 
stall,  resting  his  hand  on  the  horse's  shoulder.  "  Who 
art  thou,"  said  the  Baron,  "and  what  dost  thou 
hero  7" 

"  I  seek  refuge  and  hospitality,"  replied  the  stran- 

Set ;  "  and  I  conjure  thee  to  grant  it  me,  by  theshoul- 
er  of  thy  horse,  and  by  the  edge  of  thy  sword,  and 
so  as  they  may  never  fail  thee  when  thy  need  is  at  the 
utmost !'' 

"Thou  art,  then,  a  brother  pfthe  Sacred  Fire," 
said  Baron  Herman  of  Arnheim ;  "  and  I  may  not 
refuBSL  thee  the  refuge  which  thou  requirest  of  me, 
after  the  ritual  of  the  Persian  Magi.  Frorh  whom, 
and  for  what  length  of  tipie,  dost  thou  crave  my  pro- 
lection  7" 

"From  those,"  replied  the  stranger,  "who  shall 
anive  in  quest  of  me  oefore  the  morning  cock  shall 
crow,  and  for  the  full  space  of  a  year  and  a  day  from 
this  period." 

"  I  may  not-  refuse  thee,"  said  the  Baron,  "  con- 
sistently with  my  oath  and  my  honour.  For  a  vear 
and  a  day  I  will  be  thy  pledge,  and  thou  shalt  share 
with  me  ropf  and  chamber,  wine  and  food.  But  thou, 
too,  must  obey  the  law  of  Zoroaster,  which,  as  it 
says,  Let  the  Stronger  protect  the  weaker  brother, 
says  also,  let  the  Wiser  instruct  the  brother  who  hath 
less  knowledge.  I  am  the  stronger,  and  thou  shalt 
be  safe  under  my  protection ;  but  thou  art  the  wiser, 
and  must  instruct  me  in  the  more  secret  mysteries.'* 

"You  mock  your  servant,"  said  the  strange  visiter ; 
"but  if  aught  is  known  to  Dannischemend  which 
can  avail  Herman,  his  instructions  shall  be  as  those 
of  a  father  to  a  son."  ,,     . , 

"  Come  forth,  then,  from  thy  place  of  refuge,"  said 
the  Baron  of  Arnheim.  "  I  swear  to  thee  by  the  sa- 
cred fire  which  Hves  without  terrestrial  fuel,  and  by 
the  fraternity  which  is  betwixt  us,  and  by  ihe  shoul- 
der of  my  horse,  and  the  edge  of  my  good  sword,  I 
will  be  thy  warrand  for  a  year  and  a  day,  if  so  far  my 
power  shaU  extend." 

The  stranger  came  forth  accordmgly ;  and  those 
who  saw  the  singularity  of  his  appcacance,  scarce 
wondered  at  the  fears  of  Caspar,  the  stall-master, 
when  he  found  such  a  person  in  the  stable,  by  what 
mode  of  entrance  he  was  unable  to  conceive.  When 
he  reached  the  lighted  hall  to  which  the  Baron  con- 
ducted him,  as  he  would  have  done  a  welcome  and 
honoured  iniest,  the  stranger  appeared  to  be  very  tall, 
and  of  a  dignified  aspect.  His  dress  was  Asiatic,  be- 
ing a  long  black  cattan,  or  gown,  like  that  worn  by 
Armenians,  and  a  lofty  square  cap,  covered  with  the 
wool  of  Astracan  lambs.  Every  article  of  the  dress  was 
black,  which  gave  relief  to  the  long  white  beard,  that 
flowed  down  over  his  bosom.  His  gown  was  fastened 
by  a  sash  of  black  silk  net- work,  in  which,  instead 
of  a  poniard  or  sword,  was  stuck  a  silver  case,  con 
taining  writing  materials,  and  a  roU  of  parchment 
The  only  ornament  of  his  apparel  consisted  m  a  large 
ruby  of  uncommon  briUiancy,  which,  when  he  ap- 
proached the  light,  seeined  to  gbw  with  such  liveh- 
ness,  as  if  the  gem  itself  had  emitted  the  rays  wbicn 
it  only  reflected  back.  To  the  offer  of  refreshment, 
the  stranger  replied,  "Bread  I. may  not  eat,  water 
shaU  not  moisten  my  lips,  until  the  avenger  Bball 
have  passed  by  the  threshold." 
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The  Baroa  commanHerl  the  lampa  to  be  trimmed, 
iind  fresh  torches  lobe  licflitcd,  and  sending  his  whole 
household  lo  rest,  remainr-d  seated  in  the  hall  alonK 
with  the  stmngt^r,  his  Mipplinnl.  At  the  dead  hour  of 
midnight  the  gali  s  of  the  castle  were  shaken  as  by  a 
whirlwind,  and  a  voice,  as  of  a  herald,  was  heard  to 
demand  a  herald's  lawiul  prisoner,  Dannischemend, 
the  son  of  Hali.  The  warder  then  heard  a  .lower 
window  of  the  hall  thrown  open,  and  could  distin- 
guish his  master's  voice  addressing  the  person  who 
had  thus  summoned  the  castle.  But  ihe  night  was 
so  dark  that  he  might  not  sec  the  speakers,  and  the 
language  which  they  used  waseilher  entirt"ly  foreign, 
or  so  largely  intersperw-d  with  stranec  words,  that 
he  could  not  understand  a  syllabic  which  they  said. 
Scarce  five  minutes  had  elapsed,  when  he  who  was 
without  again  elevated  his  voice  as  before,  and  said  I 
in  Gterman,  "For  a  yeir  and  a  day,  then,  I  forbear 
my  forfeiture;  but  cominc  for  it  when  that  time  shall 
elapse,  I  rnme  for  my  right,  and  will  no  longer  be 
withstood." 

From  that  period,  Dannischemend,  the  Persian, 
was  a  constant  suest  at  the  castle  of  Amheim,  and, 
indeefl,   never  for  any  visible  purpose  crossed  the 
drawbridge.     His  amusements  or  studies,  seemed 
centred  in  the  library  of  the  castle,  and  in  the  labora- 
tory, where  the  Baron  sometimes  toiled  in  conjunc- 
tion with  him  for  manv  hours  logorher.    The  inha- 
bitants of  the  castle  could  find  no  fault  in  the  Magus, 
or  Persian,  excepting  his  apparently  dispensing  with 
the  ordinances  of  religion,  since  he  neither  went  to  ] 
rnass  nor  confession,  nor  attended  upon  other  reli- 
gious roremonies.    The  chaplain  did  indeed  |irr)fess  i 
himself  satisfied  with  tlic  state  of  the  stranger  scon- 
science;  but  it  had  brf!n  Ion:;  suspected,  that  the' 
worthy  ecclesiastic  held  his  easy  oflScc  on  the  very 
ruasonnble  condition,  of  approving  the  principles,  and  , 
asserting  the  orthodi>.vy,  of  all  guests  whom  the 
Baron  invited  to  share  his  hospitality. 

It  wa^  observed  that  Dannischemend  was  rigid  in 
paying  his  devotions,  by  prostrating  himself  in  the 
first  rays  of  the  rising  sun,  and  that  he  constructed  a 
silver  lamp  of  the  most  beautiful  proportions,  which 
he  placed  on  a  pedestal,  representing  a  truncated 
column  of  marble,  havine  its  base  sculptured  with 
hieroslyphical  imager>'.    With  what  cssence.s  he  fed 
this  flame  was  unknown  to  all,  unless  perhaps  to  the 
Baron ;   but  the  flame  was  more  steady,  pure,  and 
lustrous,  than  any  which  was  ever  seen,  excepting  ! 
the  sun  of  heaven  itself,  and  it  was  generally  believed 
that  the  Mainan  made  it  an  object  of  worship  in  the 
absence  of  that  blessed  luminar>'.    S'othing  else  was  j 
observed  of  hini,  unless  that  his  morah  seemed  sc- 1 
vcre,  his  gravity  extreme,  his  general  mode  of  life  | 
very  temperate,  and  his  fasts  and  vigils  of  frequent  | 
recurrence.    Except  on  particular  occasions,  he  spoke 
to  no  one  of  the  castle  but  the  Baron ;  but,  as  he 
had  money  and  was  liberal,  he  was  regarded  by  the  do- 
mestics With  awe  indeed,  but  without  fear  or  dislike. 

Winter  was  succeeded  by  spring,  summer  brought 
her  flowers,  and  autumn  her  fruits,  which  ripened 
and  were  fading,  when  a  foot-page,  who  sometimes 
attended  them  in  the  laboraforv  to  render  manual  as- 
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end,  and  there  is  no  power  on  earth  which  can  umger 
postpone  my  fate." 

"Alas,  my  master!"  said  the  Baron,  "and  must  I 
then  lose  the  benefit  of  your  direction,  just  when  your 
guidmg  hand  becomes  ne«.*essary  to  place  me  on  the 
very  pinnacle  of  the  temple  of  wisdom  ?" 
II  J'^.P?^  discouraged,  my  son,"  answered  the  sage; 

I  will  bequeath  the  task  of  perfecting  you  in  your 
studies  to  my  daughter,  who  will  come  hither  on 
purpose.  But  remember,  if  you  value  the  permanence 
of  your  fainily,  look  not  upon  her  as  aught  else  than  a 
helpmate  in  your  studies;  for  if  you  forget  the  in- 
structress in  the  beauty  of  the  maiden,  you  will  be 
buried  with  your  sword  and  your  uhield  as  the  last 
male  of  your  house ;  and  farther  evil,  believe  me,  will 
•n*c  J  for  such  alliances  never  come  to  a  happy  issue, 
of  which  my  own  is  an  example.— But  hush,  we  are 
obscn'ed." 


The  household  of  the  castle  of  Amheim  havlngbut 
few  things  to  interest  them,  were  the  more  eager ob- 
ser\'er8  of  those*  which  came  under  their  notice;  tod 
when  the  termination  of  the  period  when  ihePeran 
was  to  receive  shelter  in  the  castle  began  to  approach, 
some  of  the  inmates,  under  varfoua  pre.ext8,  tat 
which  resolved  into  ver>'  terror,  absconded,  wiiile 
others  held  thems(>lve8  in  expectation  of  some  sthk* 
ing  and  terrible  catastrophe.  None  such  however, 
took  place ;  and,  on  the  expected  anniversar>',  lou 
ere  the  witching  hour  of  midnight,  DanniscbctncM 
terminated  his  visit  in  the  castle  of  Amheim.  bj  rid- 
ing away  from  the  gate  in  the  guise  of  an  orainary 
traveller.  The  Baron  had  mean  time  taken  leave  of 
his  tutor  with  many  marks  of  r^ret,  and  somewhidi 
amounted  even  to  sorrow.  TTie  sage  Persian  com- 
forted him  by  a  long  whisper,  of  which  the  lafi  put 
onlv  was  heard,—"  By  the  first  beam  of  sunshine  she 
will  be  with  you.  Be  kind  to  her,  but  not  over  kind." 
He  then  departed,  and  was  never  again  seen  or  heaid 
of  in  the  vicinity  of  Amheim. 

The  Baron  was  observed  during  all  the  day  after 
the  departure  of  the  stranger  to  be  particularly  mdin- 
choly.  He  remained,  contrary  to  his  custom,  in  the 
sreat  hall,  and  neither  visited  the  library  nor  the  It- 
borator\',  where  he  could  no  longer  enjoy  the  com- 
pany of  his  departed  instracter.  At  dawn  of  the  fB- 
siiing  morning.  Sir  Herman  summoned  his  page,  lad, 
c'ontrary  to  his  habits,  which  used  to  he  rather  care- 
less in  respect  of  apparel,  he  dre^fscd  himKlf  with 
great  accuraev;  and,  as  he  was  m  the  prime  of  life 
and  of  a  noble  figure,  he  had  reason  to  he  satirfed 
with  his  appearance.  Having  performed  his  toilet, 
he  waited  till  the  sun  had  just  appeared  above  the 
horizon,  and,  taking  from  tne  table  the  key  of  tbr 
laboratory',  which  the  page  believed  must  have  laii 
there  all  night,  he  walked  thither,  followed  by  hiialr 
tendant.  At  the  door  the  Baron  made  a  pause,  lod 
seemed  at  one  time  to  doubt  whether  he  shotila  noff 
send  away  the  page,  at  another  to  hesitate  whether 
he  shoula  open  the  door,  as  one  might  do  whoei- 
nected  some  strange  siaht  within.  He  pulled  op  !«»■ 
liirion,  however,  turned  the  key,  threw  the  door  (MB, 
and  entered.  The  pnsre  followed  closr;  behiodhii 
master,  and  was  astonished  to  the  point  of  extreme 
terror  at  what  he  l>eh»'ld,  although  the  sight,  howew 
extraordinary,  had  in  it  nothing  save  what  wasagre^ 
able  and  lovely. 

The  silver  lamp  was  extinguished,  or  remoi'ed  from 
its  pedestal,  where  stood  in  place  of  it  a  most  bearii' 
fill  female  fiinire  in  the  Persian  costume,  in  which 
the  colour  of  pink  predominated.  But  she  vi'ore  M 
turban  or  head-dress  of  anv  kind,  savins  a  bhie  li- 
band  drawn  through  her  auburn  hair,  and  secured^ 
a  gold  clasD,  the  outer  side  of  which  was  omameiitB 
by  a  superb  opal,  which,  amid  the  changing  lichv 
peculiar  to  that  gem,  displayed  intemally  a  ali|ht 
tinse  of  red  like  a  spark  of  fire. 

The  figure  of  this  young  person  was  rather  ondff 
the  middle  size,  but  perfectly  well  formed :  the  Eaim 
dress,  with  the  wide  trowsers  gathered  round  Ai 
ankles,  made  visible  the  smallest  and  mostbeanliH 
foet  which  had  ever  been  seen,  while  hands  and  vmi 
of  (he  most  perfect  sj'mmetrywere  partly  sera  ftoa 
under  the  folds  of  the  robe.  The  little  )ady*i  coonli' 
nance  was  of  a  lively  and  exprcnive  character,  ii 
which  spirit  and  wit  seemed  to  predominate;  and  ihi 
quick  dark  eye,  with  its  be.iutifully  formed  ejrehiov, 
sei*med  to  presage  the  arch  remark,  to  which  Ai 
rosy  and  half-smiling  lip  appeared  ready  to  iriB 
utterance. 

The  pedestal  on  which  she  stood,  or  rather  wv 
perched,  would  have  appeared  unsafe  had  any  fi|M 
heavier  than  her  own  been  placed  there.  But  nam- 
ever  she  had  been  transported  thither,  ■heseeoM* 
rest  on  it  as  lightly  and  safely  as  a  linnet,  whefld 
has  dropped  from  the  sky  on  the  tendril  t^i  if^ 
bud.  The  first  beam  of  the  rising  sun.  felling  thrMR 
a  window  directlv  opposite  to  thia  pedestal  ionetw 
the  effect  of  this  beautiful  figure,  which  remaioedii 
motionless  as  if  it  had  been  carved  in  marble-  8* 
only  expressed  her  sense  of  the  Baron  of  Amheiari 
presence  by  something  of  a  quicker  reapiraiioa  tfd 
a  deep  blush,  acoompaflied  hf  a  lUi^t 


GtAP.3a.] 


ANNE  OF  OEIERSTEIN. 


45 


Whatever  reason  the  Baron  of  Amheim  might  hare  | 
for  expecting  to  see  aome  such  object  as  now  exhibited 
its  actual  presence,  the  degree  of  beauty  which  it  pre- 
sented waa  so  much  beyond  his  expectation,  that  for 
an  instant  he  stood  without  breath  or  motion.  At 
once,  howerer,  he  seemed  to  recollect  that  it  was  his 
duty  to  welcome  the  fair  stranger  to  his  castle,  and 
to  relieve  her  from  her  precarious  situation.  He 
stepped  forward  accordingly  with  the  words  of  wel- 
come on  his  tongu&  and  was  extending  his  arms  to 
list  her  from  the  pedestal,  which  was  nearly  six  feet 
high ;  but  the  light  and  active  stranger  merely  ac- 
cepted the  support  of  his  hand,  and  descended  on  the 
floor  as  light  and  as  safe  as  if  she  had  been  formed  of 
gossamer.  It  was,  indeed,  only  by  the  momentary 
pressure  of  her  little  hand,  that  the  Baron  of  Amheim 
was  finally  made  sensible  that  he  had  to  do  with  a 
being  of  flesh  and  blood. 

"  I  am  come  as  I  have  been  commanded,"  she  said, 
looking  around  her.  "You  must  expect  a' strict  and 
dili^nt  mistress,  and  I  hope  for  the  credit  of  an  at- 
tenuve  pupil." 

AAer  the  arrival  of  this  singular  and  interesting 
being  in  the  castle  of  Amheim,  various  alterations 
took  place  within  the  interior  of  the  household.  A 
lady  of  high  rank  and  small  fortune,  the  respectable 
widow  of  a  6ount  of  the  Empire,  who  was  the  Ba- 
ron's blood  relation,  received  and  accepted  an  invita- 
tion to  preside  over  her  kinsman's  domestic  affairs, 
and  remove,  by  her  countenance,  any  suspicions 
which  mi|?ht  arise  from  the  presence  of  Hermione,  as 
the  beautiful  Persian  was  generally  called. 

The  Countess  Waldstetten  carried  her  complai- 
sance 80  far,  as  to  be  present  on  almost  all  occasions, 
whether  in  the  laboratory  or  library,  when  the  Baron 
of  Amheim  received  lessons  from,  or  pursued  studies 
with,  the  young  and  lovely  tutor  who  had  been  thus 
strangely  substituted  for  the  aged  Magus.  If  this 
lady's  report  was  to  be  trusted,  tneir  pursuits  were  of 
a  most  extraordinary  nature,  and  the  results  which 
she  sometimes  witnessed,  were  such  as  to  create  fear 
as  well  as  suipnse.  But  she  strongly  vindicated  them 
from  practising  unlawful  arts,  or  overatepping  the 
boundaries  of  natural  science. 

A  better  judge  of  such  matters,  the  Bishop  of  Bam- 
beix  himself,  made  a  visit  to  Amheim,  on  purpose 
to  witness  the  wisdom  of  which  so  much  was  re- 
ported throiigh  the  whole  Rhine-country.  He  con- 
versed with  Hermione,  and  found  her  deeply  impress- 
ed with  the  truths  of  religion,  and  so  perfectly 
acquainted  with  its  doctrines,  that  he  compared  her 
to  a  doctor  of  theology  in  the  dress  of  an  Eastern 
dancing  girl.  When  asked  regarding  her  knowledge 
of  languages  and  science,  he  answered,  that  he 
had  been  attracted  to  Amheim  by  the  most  extra- 
vagant reports  on  these  points,  out  that  he  must 
return  confessing  "  the  half  thereof  had  not  been  told 
unto  him." 

In  consequence  of  this  indisputable  testimony,  the 
nntster  reports  which  had  been  occasioned  by  the 
singular  appearance  of  the  fair  stranger,  wore  ma 
great  measure  lulled  to  sleep,  especially  as  her  amiable 
manners  won  the  involuntary  good-will  of  every  one 
that  approached  her. 

Mean  time  a  marked  alteration  began  to  take  place 
in  the  interviews  between  the  lovely  tutor  and  her 
pupil.  These  weiie  conducted  with  the  same  caution 
•8  before,  and  never,  so  fares  could  be  observedjtook 
place  without  the  presence  of  the  Countess  of  Wald- 
stetten, or  some  other  third  person  of  respectability. 
Bat  the  scenes  of  these  meetings  were  no  longer  the 
scholar's  library,  or  the  chymist's  laboratory ;— the 
sardens,  the  groves,  were  resorted  to  for  amusement, 
and  parties  of  hunting  and  fishing,  with  evenings 
spent  in  the  dance,  seemed  to  announce  that  the 
studies  of  wisdom  were  for  a  time  abandoned  for  the 
pursuits  of  oleasure.  It  was  not  difficult  to  guess  the 
meaning  or  this;  the  Baron  of  Amheim  and  his  fair 
guest,  speaking  a  language  different  from  all  others. 
could  enjoy  their  private  conversation,  even  amid  all 
the  tumiMl  of  gayeiy,  around  them;  and  no  one  was 
surprised  to  hear  it  formally  announced,  after  a  few 
weeks  of  0|yety,  that  the  fair  Persian  was  to  be  wed- 
ded to  the  tfsron  of  Amheim. 


The  manners  of  this  fasdnating  jroung  person  were 
so  pleaaing,  her  oonvereation  so  animated,  her  wit  so 
keen,  yet  so  well  tempered  with  good  nature  and 
modesty,  that,  notwithstanding  her  unknown  origin, 
her  high  fortune  attracted  less  envy  than  mi^t  have 
been  expected  in  a  case  so  singular.  Above  all,  her 
generosity  amazed  and  won  the  hearts  of  all  the 
young  persons  who  approached  her.  Her  wealth 
seemed  to  be  measureless,  for  the  manv  rich  jewels 
which  she  distributed  among  her  fair  friends  would 
otherwise  hsve  leA  her  without  omaments  for  her- 
self These  good  qualities,  her  liberality  above  all, 
together  with  a  simplicity  of  thought  and  charactei; 
which  formed  a  beautiful  contrast  to  the  depth  of 
acquired  knowledge  which  she  was  well  known  to 
possess,— these,  end  her  total  want  of  ostent8ti|^ 
made  her  superiority  be  pardoned  among  her  comiffiT 
ions.  Still  there  was  notice  taken  of  some  pecu- 
liarities, exaggerated  perhaps  by  envy,  which  seemed 
to  draw  a  mystical  distinction  between  the  beautiful 
Hermione  and  the  mere  mortals  with  whom  ahe  lived 
and  conversed. 

In  the  merry  dance  she  was  so  unrivalled  in  light- 
ness snd  agility,  that  her  performance  seemed  that  of 
an  aerial  being.  She  could,  without  suffering  from 
her  exertion,  continue  the  pleasure  till  she  had  tired 
out  the  most  active  revellers;  and  even  the  young 
Duke  of  Hochspringen,  who  was  reckoned  the  most 
indefatigable  at  that  exercise  in  Germany,  having 
been  herpartner  for  half  an  hour,  was  compelled  to 
break  off  the  dance,  and  throw  himself,  totally  ex- 
hausted, on  a  couch,  exclaiming,  he  had  been  dancing 
not  with  a  woman,  but  with  an  ignis  feUuiu. 

Other  whispera  averred,  that,  wnile  sne  played  with 
her  young  companions  in  the  labyrinth  and  mazes  of 
the  castle  gardens  at  hide-and-seek,  or  similar  games 
of  acdvity,  she  became  animated  with  the  same 
supernatural  alertness  which  was  supposed  to  inspire 
her  in  the  dance.  She  appeared  amongst  her  com- 
panions, and  vanished  from  them,  with  a  degree  jof 
rapidity  which  was  inconceivable ;  and  hedges,  treil- 
lage,  or  such  like  obstructions,  were  sumiounted  by 
her  in  a  manner  which  the  most  vigilant  eye  could 
not  detect ;  for,  after  being  observed  on  the  side  of 
the  barrier  at  one  instant,  m  another  she  was  beheld 
close  beside  the  spectator.  ,,  .   ^ 

In  such  moments,  when  her  eyes  sparkled,  her 
cheeks  reddened,  ana  her  whole  f^ame  oecame  ani- 
mated, it  was  pretended  that  the  opal  clasp  amid  her 
tresses,  the  omament  which  ahe  never  laid  aside,  shot 
forth  ilie  little  spark,  or  tongue  of  flame,  which  it 
always  displayed,  with  an  increased  vivacity.  In  the 
same  manner,  if  in  the  half-darkened  hall  the  con- 
versation of  Hermione  became  unusually  animated, 
it  was  believed  that  the  jewel  became  brilliant,  and 
even  displayed  a  twinkling  and  flashing  gleam  which 
seemed  to  be  emitted  by  the  gem  itself,  snd  not  pro- 
duced in  the  usual  manner,  by  the  reflection  of  some 
external  light.  Her  maidens  were  also  heard  to  sur- 
mise, that  when  their  mistress  was  agitated  by  any 
hasty  or  brief  resentment,  (the  only  weakness  of  tem- 
per which  she  was  sometimes  observed  to  display,) 
they  could  observe  dark-red  sparks  flash  from  the 
mystic  brooch,  as  if  it  sympathized  with  the  wearer's 
emotions.  The  women  who  attended  on  her  toilet 
farther  reported  that  this  gem  was  never  removed  but 
for  8  few  minutes,  when  the  Baroness's  hair  was 
combed  out;  that  she  was  unususlly  pensive  and 
silent  during  the  time  it  was  laid  aside,  and  particu- 
larly apprehensive  when  any  liquid  was  brought  near 
it.  Even  in  the  use  of  holy  water  at  the  door  of  the 
church,  she  was  observed  to  omit  the  sign  of  the 
cross  on  theforehesd,  for  fear,  it  was  supposed,  of  the 
water  touching  the  valued  jewel. 

These  singular  reports  did  not  prevent  the  mar- 
riage of  the  Baron  of  Arnheim  from  proceeding  as 
had  been  arranged.  It  was  celebrated  in  the  usual 
form,  and  with  the  utmost  splendour,  and  the  young 
couple  seemed  to  commence  s  life  of  happiness  rardy 
to  be  found  on  earth.  In  the  course  of  twelve  month^ 
the  lovely  Baroness  presented  her  husbaijd  with  a 
daughter,  which  was  to  be  christened  Sybilla,  after 
the  Count's  mother.  As  the  health  of  the  child  was 
excellent,  the  ceremony  was  postponed  till  the  recov- 
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ryof  (bamolherrronibeicanfiDfmeDti  many  were 
iviied  to  be  presi'nt  on  ihe  oecasioD,  and  iha  uaile 
FBI  IhroriBed  wiih  company. 

li  happenHi.  ihii  amonff  the  gueils  wai  an  old 
idy,  nutonous  fop  playing  in  private  aocieiy  iha  pan 
f  a_nialicioui  hity  in  a  ininsir«l's  lale.  Thii  was 
19  of  Siqlnfeldi,  fiimoui  in  ihe  neixhhour- 


r  her  ir 


She  : 


in  ihe  1 


lli^rncBT,  ahe  had  made  Iierielf  miaircsa  oi  n 

■3'  heaiA,  aaid,  or  auspecied,  cnncetninK  111 

*   'iB  Baioness  Hepinione.    li  waa  o 

le  dey  appoinlcd  for  Iha  chriaieninj 

whila  (he  whole  company  were  assembJed  in  the  hal 
tad  waiuns  till  the  baroness  ahould  appear,  [o  pa; 
■Rh  them  IS  the  chapel,  ihai  ihere  aroaobelwee 
the  canaorious  and  hauahty  dame  whom  we  ha<. 
iuai  mealioned,  and  the  Counteaa  Waldalelien,  a  vit 
nnl  diacunion  concerning  some  point  of  diapuie 
precedence,  II  was  nferred  lo  the  Baron  von  An 
heim,  who  decided  iii  favourof  the  Caunleu.  Mf 
dnmcdeSieinreldl  instantly  ordered  her  palfrey  to  t 

"1  leave  this  place."  sheaaid,  "  which  a  goodChri 

which  ihc  master  is  a  sorcerer,  the  mistress  a  demo 


head  a  drop  or  two  of  Uis  moiitutv  which  rannjaad 
on  hiaown  hand.  The  opal,  od  which  odc  of  tbeaa 
dropi  bad  hRhlul,  ahol  out  a  brilliant  ipark  Oi  ■ 
fallinf  Btar.  and  became  Ihe  inatanl  afiarwuida  liaki- 
less  and  colourleH  aa  a  common  pebUe,  whde  At 
beautiful  Baroness  sunk  on  (be  floor  of  the  ehapd 
with  a  den  tiRh  of  paiiL  AU  crowded  ■roand  bttla 
diamay.  The  unfbrtanaie  Hermiana  waaraiwd&oa 
the  pound,  and  conveyed  to  her  chambet)  and  B 
much  did  her  rAunienance  aod  putae  alter,  within  iW 
I  do  thia,  thai  ihoae  wbo  looU 
ler  a  dying  woman.  She  vat 
apartment  ibui  Ae  raqocnid 
er  huebaiuL    He  tt~ -'  -' 


betook  himself  to 


in  dismay:  ihoug 

noaity.    There  was  a  genei 

■uffeting  the  door  of  the  si 


oor  behind  him.     He  tlioi 
ipeli  and  rennsincd  ihcte  Sa 
ij  before  the  altar, 
of  the  guata  had  diipeneij 
'    '  "counesyorcs- 


/  among;  them  wh 


hen  stepped  Ibrward,  and 
....  and  gentlemen  around,  if 
hem  who  would  dare  to  make 


«ThaVb^n 


iiversally  testifying  the  belief  of  Iha  com- 
.e  apoke  in  the  ^irit  of  calumny  and 


"only.  aU  who  ace  here  this  mornini 

riiare  the  riles  of  Christianity." 

TheCounifsaofWaldatettenmad 
bim  while  he  spoke  thus;  andivhi 


I  the  CI 


ipenment!  there 
opnlulismanibe 

.. .  towering  pisainn 
wisdom  to  which  he  made  [ 


allowed,  that 


wise— answered  stemly 


leailating  incredulity  with  which  il  must 


soldier  I  wh? 


the  philosophy  of  llie _... 

and  bnrny,  "  Are  you,  loo,  auch  a  fool 

The  Baroness  of  Arnheim  at  this  moment  entered 
the  halL  looking  just  so  pnle  from  her  late  conline- 

tsresling.  if  leaa  animaled,  than  usual,    Havin?  paid 

her  compliments  to  rhe  assembled  company,  with  the 

moat  graceful  and  condescending  ailention,  she  was 

beginning  to  imiuire  why  Madame  de  Steinre!iJt  was 

not  pres>.>nt,  when  her  husband  made  the  signal  for ,  in  bis  atlecuona.    "The  >i 

Ihecompanv  10  move  forward  loihechapel,  and  lent  himself,  "has  brains,  as  w 
ic  rear.  The  chapel '  and  is  fitter  for  the  ofGce  of 
d  company,  and  all  1 1  formerly  thought  bli  "  ' 
1 __  __  .1 panion.  he  thanked  hii 


lev,    Sbt  nke  idm 

.._ led  incapable  of  bm- 

of  understanding,  what  she  nid.  il 
ve  her  the  key,  and  added  Mernly.  aa  ki 
all  aid  wae  uiiavuling,  and  that  it  wm 
ihal  all  sltangera  should  leave  ibeoida. 

'hich  ihe  Bans- 


depoaited  li 


ind^ll  olhEL  ., 
I  noble  Lady  t 


chapel  of  Arnheim,  with  swonL 
the  laat  male  of  his  family. 

Here  the  Swiss  pauaad,  for  ihe' 
Ihe  bridge  of  the  caaile  of  Graila-l 


ly  three  years  that  'ii 

laid  in  the  srave  of  ihe  aau 
shield,  and  hetma,!) 


CHAPTER    Xi: 


on  had  been  ^mdually 
~  ■' ' '     B  of  the  age 


short  silence  aftei  the  Bernaac  M 

— ' '-      '-hur  Philipaaa'aaaa^ 

tensely  aiiracted  bf  a 


In  chcK 


__-  - —  ......^  .....laiderably  struck  by  the  nuaavM 

hich  It  had  been  told  by  Ihe  narrator,  whom  bt  bst 

itherioonly  regarded  in  (he  lightofaiudebaatsan 

■  -"--     -'  now   allowed    DonDRfawi 

iiiuic  eiiensivc  acquainlaoce  wiik  at 

IheSwiaariWBin  bia  opuium  as  a  ■■■ 

■  win™'  'niwng  the  sligfaien  pngia 


for  the  lale. 


(uminji  to  his  a 


waa  nesrly  (ilted  by  the 

eyes  weri'benl  on  their  h ,  ,,. 

lered  th?  place  of  devolion  immediately  afur  four  i  ened  the  way  m  ao  lotereBIing  a  maanei 
young  ladles,  whosupporied  ibe  infanlbabein  a  Ught        "And  it  is  from  thia  einguTai  macriaAe."  h*  csw- 
and  foaulif.il  Inter         ^      ^  ,^     ^     „  ^.      ^      I  nued.  "ihai  AnneofCeierwein  deriw^orlSr 

As  Ihey  paSBL-i  Ihe  threshold,  (ho  Buon  dipt  his  I  "Her  mother,"  anawered  die  Swis  "waaSiMh 
Ilrnier  in  the  Bint-Bipne,  and  qtTered  holy  water  to  his  I  of  Arnheim,  the  infant  at  whoM  chriMeniiM  te 
lady,  who  acc^ied  tl  as  usual,  by  touching  his  finger  mother  died— disappeared— or  whateTer  vooiBn  h 
with  her  own.  B.il  then,  as  if  to  confule  the  caluSi-  to  call  it.  The  ^6^of  Arnheim,  b2n/an!S5 
^?J!;,  ""I"'"""  'y't'  "f  Steinfcldt,  with  an  air  reverted  to  the  Emperor.  Ttte  castle  bi^  ncn  beta 
K-^  .  ~  ™j '1'"'  T^'S^  ""  "'*'"  unwarranted  inhabited  aince  the  death  of  the  laat  lord  ■  and  ba 
by  the  lime  and  p'.a-; ,  ho  flirted  on  her  beautiful  fore-  I  as  1  have  heard,  become  in  aorae  aod  TtojST  S 
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oocopations  of  its  ancient  proprietore,  and,  above  all, 
the  catastrophe  of  its  last  inhabitant,  nave  been 
thoueht  to  render  it  no  eligible  place  of  residence." 

"Did  there  appear  any  thing  preternatural,"  said  the 
Ekiglishman.  *'  about  the  young  Baroness,  who  mar- 
ried the  brother  of  the  Landaroman  T' 

"So  far  as  I  have  heard,"  replied  Rudolph,  "  there 
were  strange  stories.  It  was  said  that  the  nurses,  at 
the  dead  of  nighty  have  seen  Hermtone,  the  last 
Baroness  of  Amheim.  stand  weeping  bv  the  side  of 
the  child's  cradle,  ana  other  things  to  the  same  pur- 
pose. But  here  I  speak  from  less  correct  information 
thanthatfrom  which  I  drew  my  former  narrative." 

"  And  since  the  credibility  of  a  s^ry.  not  verv  pro- 
bable in  itself  must  needs  be  granted,  or  withheld, 
according  to  the  evidence  on  which  it  is  given,  may  I 
ask  you,"  said  Arthur,  "  to  tell  me  what  is  the  autho- 
rity on  which  you  have  so  much  reliance  ?" 

*  Willmaly,  answered  the  Swiss.  "  Know  that 
Theodore  Donnerhugel,  the  favourite  page  of  the  last 
Baron  of  Amheim,  was  my  father's  brother.  Upon 
his  master's  death,  he  retired  to  his  native  town  of 
Berne,  and  most  of  his  time  was  employed  in  training 
me  ap  to  arms  and  martial  exercises,  as  well  accord- 
ing to  the  fashion  of  Germany  as  of  Switzerland,  for 
he  was  master  of  all.  He  witnessed  with  his  own 
eyssi  and  heard  with  his  own  ears,  great  part  of  the 
melancholy  and  mysterious  events  which  I  have  de- 
tiUlcd  to  you.  Should  you  ever  visit  Berne,  you  may 
see  the  good  old  man." 

"You  think,  then,"  said  Arthur,  "that  the  appear- 
ance which  I  nave  this  night  seen,  is  connected  with 
the  mysterious  marriage  of  Anne  of  Oeierstein's 
grandfather  ?" 

"  Nay,"  replied  Rudolph,  "  think  not  that  I  can  lay 
down  anv  positive  explanation  of  a  thing  so  strange. 
I  can  only  say,  that  unless  I  did  you  the  injustice  to 
disbelieve  your  testimony  respecting  the  apparition  of 
this  evening,  I  know  no  way  to  accoimt  for  it,  except 
by  remembering  that  there  is  a  portion  of  the  young 
lady's  blood  which  is  thought  not  to  be  derived  from 
the  race  of  Adam,  but  more  or  less  directly  from  one 
of  these  elementary  spirits,  which  have  been  talked  of 
both  in  ancient  and  modem  times.  But  I  may  be 
mistaken.  We  will  see  how  she  bears  herself  in  the 
morning,  and  whether  she  carries  in  her  looks  the 
weariness  and  paleness  of  a  midnight  watcher.  If 
ahe  doth  not,  we  may  be  authoriied  in  thinking,  either 
that  year  eyes  have  strangely  deceived  you,  or  that 
tbey  have  been  cheated  by  some  q>ectral  appearance, 
which  is  not  of  this  world." 

1*0  this  the  young  Englishman  attempted  no  reply, 
nor  was  there  time  lor  any :  for  they  were  immediately 
•Aerwards  cballengBd  by  the  sentinel  from  the  draw- 

T&e  question,  "Who  goes  there?"  was  twice  satis- 
£ictonly  answered,  before  Sigismund  would  admit  the 
patrol  to  cross  the  drawbridge. 

"  Ass  and  mule  that  thou  art,"  said  Rudolph, "  what 
was  the  meaning  of  thy  delay  1" 

"  Asa  and  mule  thyself,  Hauptman !"  said  the 
Swiss,  in  answer  to  this  objurgation.  "  I  have  been 
surprifled  by  a  goblin  on  my  post  once  to-night 
a]i«idy,  andfl  have  got  so  much  experience  upon  that 
matter,  that  I  will  not  easily  be  caught  a  second 
time." 

^*  What  goblin  thou  fool,"  said  Donnerhugel,  "  would 
be  idle  enough  to  play  his  gambols  at  the  expense  of 
so  very  poor  an  animal  as  thou  art  ?" 

"  Thou  art  as  cross  as  my  father,  Hauptman,"  re- 
plied Sigismund,  "who  cries  fool  and  blockhead  at 
•very  word  I  speak ;  and  yet  I  have  lips,  teeth,  and 
tongue  to  speak  with,  just  like  other  folk." 

"We' will  not  contest  the  matter,  Sigismund,"  said 
Rudolph.  "  It  is  clear,  that  if  thou  dost  differ  from 
other  people,  it  is  in  a  particular  which  thou  canst 
oe  hardly  expected  to  find  out  or  acknowledge.  But 
what,  in  the  name  of  simplicity,  is  it  which  hath 
ahH-med  theeonthypostl" 

"  Marry,  thus  it  was,  Hauptman,"  returned  Sigis- 
mund fiiederman.  "  I  was  something  tired,  you  see, 
with  looking  up  at  the  broad  moon,  and  thinking 
what  in  the  universe  it  could  be  made  of^  and  how  we 
came  to  see  it  just  as  well  here  as  at  home,  this  place 


being  so  many  miles  from  Geierstein.  I  wai»  tired,  I 
say,  of  this  and  other  perplexing  thoughts,  so  I  drew 
my  fiir  cap  down  over  my  ears,  for  I  promise  you  the 
wind  blew  shrill ;  and  then  I  planted  myself  firm  on 
my  feet,  with  one  of  my  legs  a  little  advaDcad.  and 
both  my  hands  resting  on  my  partisan,  which  I  placed 
upright  before  mq  to  rest  upon ;  and  so  I  shut  mine 
eyes." 

"  Shut  thine  eyes,  Sigismund,  and  thoa  upon  thy 
watch !"  exclaimed  Donnerhugel. 

"  Care  not  thou  for  that,"  answered  Sigismund ;  "  I 
kept  my  ears  open.  And  yet  it  was  to  nttle  purpose, 
for  something  came  upon  the  bridge  with  a  step  as 
stealthy  as  that  of  a  mouse.  I  looked  up  with  a  start 
at  the  moment  it  was  opposite  to  me,  and  when  I 
looked  up— whom  think  you  I  saw  ?"  ^ 

"  Some  fool  like  thyself"  sakl  Rudolph^  at  the  same 
time  pressing  Philipson's  foot  to  make  him  attend  to 
the  answer  ;  a  hint  which  was  little  necessary,  since 
he  waited  for  it  in  the  utmost  agiution.  Out  it  came 
at  last. 

"  By  Saint  Mark,  it  was  our  own  Anne  of  Geier- 
stein i" 

"  It  is  impossible  !"  replied  the  Bernese. 

"  I  should  have  said  so  too,"  quoth  Sigismund^  '*  for 
I  had  peeped  into  her  bedroom  before  she  went  thither, 
and  it  was  so  bedizened  that  a  queen  or  a  prinoeas 
might  have  slept  in  it ;  and  why  should  the  wench 
get  out  of  her  good  quarters,  with  all  her  friends 
about  her  to  guard  her,  and  go  out  to  wander  in  the 
forest  ?" 

"May  be,"  said  Rudolph,  "she  only  looked  from 
the  bridee  to  see  how  the  night  waned." 

"  No,"  said  Sigismund ;  she  was  returning  from 
the  forest  I  saw  her  when  she  reached  the  end  of 
the  bridge,  and  thought  of  striking  at  her,  oonceivins 
it  to  be  the  devil  in  her  likeness.  But  I  rememberea 
my  halberd  is  no  birch  switch  to  chastise  boys  and 
girls  with :  and  had  I  done  Anne  any  harm,  you 
would  all  have  been  angry  with  me,  and,  to  speak 
truth,  I  should  have  been  ill  pleased  with  myself:  fot 
although  she  doth  make  a  jest  of  me  now  and  then, 
yet  it  were  a  dull  house  ours  were  we  to  lose  Anne. 

"Ass,"  answotjd  the  Bernese,  "didst  thou  apeak  to 
this  form,  or  goblin  as  you  call  tt  1" 

"Indeed  I  did  not,  Captain  Wiseacre.  My  father 
is  ever  angiy  with  me  when  I  speak  without  tbinkinn, 
and  I  coma  not  at  that  particmar  moment  think  on 
any  thing  to  the  purpose.  Neither  was  there  time  to 
think,  for  she  passed  me  like  a  snow-flake  upon  a 
whh'lwind.  I  marched  into  the  castle  after  her,  how- 
ever, calling  on  her  by  name ;  so  the  sleepers  were 
awakened,  and  men  flew  to  their  arms,  and  there  was 
as  much  confusbn  as  if  Archibald  of  Hagenbach  had 
been  among  us  with  sword  and  pike.  And  who 
ahould  come  out  of  her  little  bedroom,  as  much  start- 
led and  as  much  in  a  bustle  as  any  of  ugl  but  Mrs. 
Anne  herself!  And  as  she  had  protested  ahe  had 
never  left  her  room  that  night,  why  I,  Sigismund 
Biederman,  was  made  to  stand  the  whole  blame,  as  if 
I  could  prevent  people's  ghosts  from  walking.  But  I 
told  her  my  mind  when  I  saw  them  all  so  set  against 
me.  'And,  Mistress  Anne,'  qftoth  I,  'it's  well  known 
the  kindred  you  come  of;  and,  after  this  fair  notice^  if 
you  aend  any  of  your  double-gangers*  to  me,  let  them 
put  ux>n  skull-caps  on  their  heads^  for  I  will  give 
them  the  length  and  weight  of  a  Swiss  halberd,  come 
in  what  shape  they  list?  However,  they  all  cried 
*  Shame  on  me !'  and  my  father  drove  me  ou..  again, 
with  as  little  remorse  as  if  I  had  been  the  old  house- 
dog, which  had  stolen  in  from  his  watch  to  the  fire- 
side." 

The  Bernese  replied,  with  an  air  of  ooldneas  ap- 
proaching to  contempt|  "You  have  slept  on  your 
watch.  Sigismund,  a  high  military  offence,  and  you 
have  dreamed  while  you  alept  You  were  in  good 
luck  that  the  Landaraman  did  not  suspect  your  neg- 
lisence,  or,  instead  of  being  aent  back  to  your  duty 
like  a  lazy  watch-dog,  you  might  have  been  scourged 
back  Uke  a  faithless  one  to  vour  kennel  at  GveienitfliA, 
as  chanced  to  poor  Ernest  tor  a  less  matter." 

•  DoiMe-wslken,  a  nsfne  in  Genoany  for  thote  writl  «lapli> 
estM  of  humanity  who  wpiswat  Ilia  telarea  aod  appaamiMS  <■ 
liviafi 
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"Ernest  has  not  yet  none  back  though,"  Hud  Si- 
gismund,  "and  I  think  he  may  pass  as  far  into  Bur- 

Kndf  as  we  shall  do  in  this  journey^  '.P'^7  ^^'^ 
wever,  Haaptman,  to  treat  me  not  dog-like,  bat  as 
•  man,  and  send  some  one  to  reUeve  me,  instead  of 
prating  here  in  the  cold  night  air.  If  there  be  any 
thing  to  do  to-morrow,  as  I  well  guess  there  may,  a 
mouthful  of  food,  and  a  minute  of  sleep,  will  be  but  a 
fitting  preparative,  and  I  have  stood  watch  here  these 
two  mortal  hours.^* 

With  that  the  young  giant  yawned  portentously,  as 
ifto  enforce  the  reasons  of  his  appeal. 

**A  mouthful  and  a  minute?^*  said  Rudolph,— "a 
roasted  ox,  and  a  lethargy  like  that  of  the  Seven 
Sleepers,  would  scarce  restore  you  to  the  use  of  your 
^jdfreshed  and  waking  senses,  ^ut  I  am  your  fnend, 
Sigismund,  and  vou  are  secure  in  my  favourable  re- 
port ;  you  shall  be  instantly  relieved,  that  you  may 
sleep,  if  it  be  possible,  without  disturbances  from 
dreams.— Pass  on,  young  men,"  (addressing  the 
others,  who  by  this  time  had  come  up,)  "  and  go  to 
your  rest ;  Arthur  of  England  and  I  will  report  to 
the  Landamman  and  the  Banneret  the  account  of 
our  patrol.** 

The  patrol  accordingly  entered  the  castle,  and 
wars  soon  heard  Joining  their  slumbering  compan- 
ions. Rudolph  Donnerhueel  seized  Arthurs  arm, 
and,  while  they  went  towards  the  hall,  whispered  m 
W»  ssr,—  , .  . 

"  These  are  strange  passages  1— How  thmk  you  we 
riiould  report  them  to  the  deputation  7" 

"That  I  must  refer  to  yourself;"  said  Arthur; 
"  you  are  the  captain  of  our  watch.  I  have  done  my 
duty  in  telling  you  what  I  saw— or  thought  I  saw— it 
is  for  you  to  judge  how  far  it  is  fitting  to  communicate 
it  to  the  Landamman ;  only,  as  it  concerns  the  ho- 
nour of  his  family,  to  his  esr  alone  I  think  it  should 
be  confided.*' 

"I  see  no  occasion  for  that,'*  said  the  Bernese, 
hastily;  "it  cannot  affect  or  interest  our  general 
safety.  But  f  may  take  occasion  hereafter  to  speak 
vrith  Anne  on  this  subject." 

This  latter  hint  nve  as  much  pain  to  Arthur  as 
the  generalproposal  of  silence  on  an  affair  so  deli- 
cate nad  afforded  him  satisfaction.  But  his  uneaai- 
tiess  was  of  a  kind  which  he  felt  it  necessary  to 
suppress,  and  he  therefore  replied  with  as  much  com- 
posure as  he  could  assume  :— 

"You  will  act,  Sir  Hauptman,  as  your  sense  of 
duty  and  delicacy  ahall  dictate.  For  me,  f  shall  be 
silent  on  what  you  call  the  strange  passages  of  the 
lUght,  rendered  doubly  wonderful  by  the  report  of  Si- 
gismund Biederman.*^ 

"And  also  on  what  you  have  seen  and  heard  oon- 
oemmg  our  auxiliaries  of  Berne  7"  said  Rudolph. 

"On  that  I  shall  certainly  be  silent,"  ssid  Arthur; 
"unless  thus  far.  that  I  mean  to  communicate  to  my 
fiither  the  risk  or  his  baggage  being  liable  to  examina- 
tion and  seizure  at  La  raette.** 

"It  is  needless,'*  said  Rudolph;  "I  will  answer 
with  hesd  and  hand  for  the  safety  of  every  thing  be- 
kmidng  to  him.*' 

I  thank  you  in  his  name,"  said  Arthur;  "but  we 
are  peaceful  treveller&  to  whom  it  must  be  much 
more  desirable  to  avoid  a  broil  than  to  give  occasion 
for  one,  even  when  secure  of  coming  out  of  it  tri- 
umphantly." 

**^These  are  the  sentiments  of  a  merchant,  but  not 
of  a  soldier,"  ssid  Rudolph,  in  a  cold  and  displeased 
toDSi  "but  the  matter  is  your  own,  and  you  must  act 
in  it  as  you  think  best.  Only  remember,  if  you  go  to 
La  Ferette  without  our  aasistance,  you  hazard  both 
goods  and  lifiB." 

They  entered,  as  he  spoke,  the  apartment  of  their 
fellow  travellers.  The  companbns  of  their  patrol 
had  already  laid  themselves  down  amongst  their 
slseping  comrades  at  the  lower  end  of  the  room. 
The  Landamman  and  the  Bannerman  of  Berne 
heard  Donnerfangel  make  a  report,  that  his  patrol, 
both  before  and  after  mkinight,  had  been  made  in 
safoty,  and  without  any  encounter  which  expressed 
either  danger  or  suspicion.  The  Bernese  then  wrapped 
lum  in  his  doak.  snd,  lying  down  on  the  strew,  with 
that  happy  indifference  to  accommodation,    and 
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promptitude  to  seiia  the  momeiil  of 
acquired  by  a  lifo  of  vigilance  and  ' 
few  minutes  fast  asleep. 

Arthur  remained  on  foot  but  a  little 
an  earnest  look  on  the  door  of  Anoe  of  iHniiiisri 
apartment,  and  to  reflect  on  the  woodeffnl  ooos- 
renoes  of  the  evening.  But  thej  formed  a  chaecie 
mystery,  for  which  be  could  see  no  dew,  snd  tb 
necessity  oif  holding  instant  oommmucatioo  with  ks 
father  compelled  him  forcibly  to  torn  bis  thoaghttia 
that  direction.  He  was  obliind  to  obseite  eamam 
and  secrecy  in  accompUshing  oia  poipoae.  For  tkni 
he  laid  himself  down  beside  his  parent, 
with  the  hospiulity  which  be  bad  ezperienea 
the  beginning  of  his  interoooiae  with  the 
hearted  Swiss,  had  been  arranged  in  what  w« 
thought  the  moat  convenient-place  of  the  apartaai; 
and  sonjewhat  apart  from  all  others.  He  il^i 
sound,  but  awoke  at  the  touch  of  his  eon,  who  wh» 
pered  to  him  in  English,  for  the  neai 
that  he  had  important  tidines  for  nis  pnvaie 

"  An  attack  on  our  poat  'r — said  the  elder 
son :  "  must  we  take  to  oar  weapons  T' 

"  Not  now,"  said  Anhnr ;  "  and  I  pray  of  foa 
to  rise  or  make  alarm— this  matter  coo4 


"  Tell  it  instantly,  my  son.'*  replied  bis  &thcr ;  **fB 
spesk  to  one  too  much  used  to  danffer  to  be  starari 
at  it." 

"Itisacasefor  your  wisdom  to  consider,'*  mtaii»- 
thur.  "  I  hsd  information  while  upon  the  pstral,  Aa 
the  Governor  of  La  Ferette  will  onqoeecioiiably  warn 
upon  your  baggage  and  merchandise,  under  pretest 
levying  dues  clsimed  by  the  Duke  of  Buiguikhr.  I 
have  also  been  informed  that  onr  escort  of  Sina 
youth  are  determined  to  resist  this  exaction,  andrea 
ceive  themselves  possessed  of  the  nnmbers  and  assaai 
sufficient  to  do  so  successfully.'* 

"  By  St.  George,  that  must  not  be  f  said  i1k  cUa 
Philipeon ;  "  it  would  be  an  evil  requital  to  the 
hearted  Landamman,  to  give  the  fiety  Dnke  a 
text  for  that  war  which  the  excellent  old  n 
anxioualy  desirous  to  avoid,  if  it  be  possible, 
actions,  however  unreasonable,  I  wul  gladly  pay.  M 
to  have  my  papCTs  seized  on  were  otter  min.  Ipn^ 
feared  this,  and  it  made  me  imwilling  to  join  mm 
to  the  Landamman's  party.  We  roost  now  breaa  tf 
from  it.  This  rapacioua  governor  will  not  aoralf  Is 
hands  on  the  deputation,  which  seeks  his  oiMHn 
court  under  protection  of  the  law  of  nations ;  bst  I 
can  easily  see  how  he  might  make  our  prf  w  is  t  wab 
them  a  pretext  for  quarrel,  which  will  eQoally 
own  avaricious  spint  and  the  humour  of  tni 
young  men,  who  are  seeking  for  matter  of 
This  shall  not  be  taken  for  our  sake.  We  vrill  i  _ . 
ourselves  from  the  deputies,  and  remain  befedad  iK 
they  are  passed  oil  if  this  De  Hanenbacii  be  aet 
the  most  unreasonable  of  men,  I  win  find  a  way  ts 
content  him  so  far  as  we  are  individually  ec 
Mean  while,  I  will  instantly  wake  the  I^aindi 
he  said,  "and  acquaint  him  with  our  pmpoae.* 

This  was  immediately  done,  lor  Philipson 
dow  in  the  execution  of  his  resolutiona.  In  i 

he  was  sunding  by  the  side  of  Arnold 

w6o^  raised  on  his  elbow,  was  listenina  to  his 
munication,  while,  over  the  shoulder  or  the  Li 
man,  roae  the  head  and  long  beard  6t  the 
from  Schwitz,  hia  large  clear  blue 

from  beneath  a  fiir  cap,  bent  on  the     __^ 

face,  by  stealing  a  glance  aside  now  and  then  to 
the  impression  wnich  what  was  said  made 
colleague. 

"Good  friend  and  host,"  said  the _.^ 

"  we  have  heard  for  a  certainty  that  oar  poor  mth 
chandise  will  be  subjected  to  taxation  or  srmrr  sa 
ourpasssge  through  La  Ferette,  and  I  vniuld  „ 
avoid  all  cause  of  quarrel,  for  your  sake  as  wdl  as< 
own." 

"You  do  not  doubt  that 


we  can  and  wil , 

youT*  replied  the  Landamman.  "I  tell  yoii,£m> 
lishman,  that  the  guest  of  a  Swiaa  is  ss  safeby te 
side  as  an  eaglet  under  the  wing  of  its  dam;  sad  le 
leave  us  because  danger  approaches,  is  bat  a  pov 
compliment  to  our  courage  and  conauncy.  I  sa  d^ 
sirooa  of  pence ;  but  not  the  Doke  of  Buigundy  fea»- 
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idf  should  wrong  a  guest  of  mine,  so  far  as.  my 
power  might  prevent  it." 

At  this  the  deputy  from  Schwiiz  clenched  a  fist  like 
a  bull's  knuckles,  and  showed  it  above  the  shoulders 
of  bis  friend. 

"It  is  even  to  avoid  this,  my  worthy  host,"  replied 
Pbilipson, "  that  I  intend  to  separate  from  your  friend- 
Jir  company  sooner'than  I  desire  or  purposed.  Be« 
think  you,  my  brave  and  worthy  host,  you  are  an 
ambassador  seeking  a  national  peace.  I  a  trader  seek- 
ing private  gain.  War,  or  quarrels  wnich  may  cause 
war,  are  alike  ruinous  to  your  purpose  and  mine.  I 
confesB  to  you  frankly,  that  I  am  willing  and  able  to 
oay  a  large  ransom,  and  when  vou  are  departed  I  will 

Satiate  for  the  amount.  I  will  abide  in  the  town  of 
e  till  I  have  made  fair  terms  with  Archibald  de 
Hagenbach :  and  even  if  Jie  is  the  avaricious  extor- 
tioner you  describe  him,  he  will  be  somewhat  mode- 
rate with  me  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  losing  his 
booty  entirely,  by  my  turning  back  or  taking  another 
roDte." 

"You  speak  wisely,  Sir  Englishman,"  said  the 
Landamman ;  "  and  I  thank  jrou  for  recalling  my 
datv  to  ray  remembrance.  But  you  must  not,  never- 
tbelees,  be  exposed  to  danger.  So  soon  as  we  move 
forward,  the  country  will  be  again  open  to  the  devas- 
tations of  the^urgundian  Riders  and  Lanz-knechts, 
who  will  sweep  the  roads  in  every  direction.  The 
people  of  Bile  are  unhappily  too  timorous  to  protect 
fon ;  they  would  jrield  you  up  upon  the  Governor's 
first  hint;  and  for  justice  or  lenity,  you  might  as  well 
upeci  it  in  hell  as  from  Hagenbach." 

/There  an  conjurations,  it  is  said,  that  can  make 
beU  itself  tremble,"  said  Pbilipson;  "and  I  have 
neans  to  propitiate  even  this  De  Hagenbach,  provid- 
mg  I  can  get  to  private  speech  with  nim.  But  I  own 
I  can  expect  nothing  from  his  wild  riders,  but  to  be 
put  (0  death  for  the  value  of  my  cloak." 

**  If  that  be  the  case,"  said  the  Landamman,  "  and 
if  you  must  needs  separate  from  us,  for  which  I  deny 
not  that  you  have  alleged  wise  and  worthy  reasons, 
■Therefore  should  you  not  leave  Graffs-lust  two  hours 
before  ne  7  The  roads  will  be  safe,  as  our  escort  is 
BiMcted ;  and  you  will  probably,  if  you  travel  early, 
Sod  De  Hagenbach  sober,  and  as  capable  as  he  ever 
IS  of  bearing  reason,— that  is,  of  perceiving  his  own 
interest.  But,  after  his  breakfast  is  washed  down 
inth  Rhinewein,  which  he  drinks  every  morning  be- 
ore  he  hears  mass,  his  fury  blinds  even  his  avarice." 
"All  I  want,  in  order  to  execute  this  scheme,"  said 
rhilipson,  "  is  the  loan  of  a  mule  to  carry  my  valise, 
vhich  is  packed  up  with  your  baggage." 

"Take  the  she-mule,"  said  the  Landamman  ;  "she 
idongs  to  my  brother  here  from  Schwitz ;  he  will 
ihdly  bestow  her  on  thee." 
"If  she  were  worth  twenty  crowns,  and  my  com- 
ade  Arnold  desired  me  to  do  so,"  said  the  old  white- 
eard. 

"I  will  accept  her  as  a  loan  with  gratitude,"  saki 
lie  Englishman.  "  But  how  can  you  dispense  with 
be  use  of  the  creature?  You  have  only  one  left." 
"We  can  easily  supply  our  Want  from  BAle,"  said 
M  Landamman.  "« Nay,  we  can  make  this  little  de- 
ly  serve  your  purpose,  Sir  Englishman.  I  named  Ibr 
or  time  of  departure,  the  first  hour  after  daybreak ; . 
fe  will  postpone  it  to  the  second  hour,  which  will 
ive  OS  enough  of  time  to  get  a  horse  or  mule,  and 
>a.  Sir  Philipson,  space  to  reach  La  Ferette,  where 
trust  you  will  have  achieved  your  business  with  De 
[a^enbach  to  vour  contentment,  and  will  join  com- 
my  SRain  with  us  as  we  travel  through  Burgundy." 
"If  our  mutual  objects  will  permit  our  travelling 
^ther,  worthy  Landamman,"  answered  the  mer- 
lanc,  "I  shall  esteem  myself  most  happy  in  becom- 
g  the  partner  of  your  journey. —And  now  resume  the 
pose  which  I  have  interrupted." 
"Ood  bless  you,  wise  ana  true-hearted  man,"  eaid 
e  Landamman,  rising  and  embracing  the  Boigliahi 
an.  *'  Should  we  never  meet  again,  I  will  enll  re- 
ember  the  merchant  who  neglected  thoughts  of 
lio  that  he  might  keep  the  path  of  wisdom  and  recti- 
de.  I  know  not  another  who  would  not  have 
iked  the  sheddine  a  lake  of  blood  to  save  five  ounces 
'  0old. -"Farewell  thou  too,  gallant  young  man. 


Thou  hast  learned  among  us  to  keep  thy  foot  fiini 
while  on  the  edge  of  a  Helvetian  crag,  but  none  can 
teach  thee  so  well  as  thy  father,  to  keep  an  upright 
path  among  the  moraases  and  precipices  of  human 

,He  then  embraced  and  took  a  kind  farewell  of  his 
friends,  in  which,  as  usual,  he  was  imitated  by  his 
friend  of  Schwitz,  who  a  wept  with  his  long  beard  the 
right  and  left  cheeks  of  both  the  Englishmen,  snd 
again  made  them  heartily  welcome  to  the  use  of  his 
mule.  All  then  once  more  composed  themselves  to 
rest,  for  the  space  which  remained  before  the  appear 
ance  of  the  autumnal  dawn. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

^      The  •amity  and  diMooM.  which  of  late 

SpniDff  from  tlie  raneoroui  outrafe  of  your  Duke 
To  merr.l)anfai,  our  well-dealinc  ooantr/meo,— 
Who,  wantinf  filderi  to  ledeem  their  livei, 
Have  waPd  bii  rifraroui  statute*  with  their  bloode, 
Ezcludef  all  pity  fh>m  our  throat'nioff  looks. 

CoMUdy  tf  Errpn. 

Thx  dawn  had  scarce  begun  to  touch  the  distant 
horizot),  when  Arthur  Philipson  was  on  foot  to  pre- 
pare for  his  father's  departure  and  his  own,  whwh,  as 
arranged  on  the  preceding  night,  was  to  take  place 
two  hours  before  the  Landamman  and  his  attendants 

r reposed  to  leave  the  ruinous  castle  of  Grafis-lust. 
t  was  no  difilicult  matter  for  him  to  separate  the 
neatly  arranged  packages  which  contained  nis  father'a 
effects,  from  the  clumsy  bundles  in  which  the  bag- 
gage of  the  Swiss  was  deposited.  The  one  set  of 
mails  was  made  up  with  the  neatness  of  men  accne- 
tomed  to  long  and  perilous  journeya ;  the  other,  with 
the  rude  carelessness  of  those  who  rarely  left  their 
home,  and  who  were  altogether  inexperienced. 
.  A  servant  of  the  Landamman  assisted  Arthur  in 
this  task,  snd  in  placing  his  father's  baggage  on  the 
mule  belonging  to  the  bearded  deputy  from  Schwitz. 
From  this  man  also  he  received  instructions  conomi- 
ing  the  road  from  Graffs-lust  to  Brisach,  (the  chief 
citadel  of  La  Ferette.)  which  was  too  plain  and 
direct  to  render  it  likely  that  they  should  incur  any 
risk  of  losing  their  way,  as  had  befallen  them  when 
travelling  on  the  Swiss  mountains.  Every  thing 
being  now  prepared  for  their  departure  the  young 
Englishman  awakened  his  father,  and  acquainted 
him  that  all  was  ready.  He  then  retired  towards  the 
chimney,  while  his  rather,  occording  to  his  daily 
custom,  repeated  the  prayer  of  St.  Junan,  the  patron 
of  travellers,  and  adjusted  his  dress  for  the  journey. 

It  will  not  be  wondered  at,  that,  while  the  father 
went  through  his  devotions,  and  eauipped  himself  for 
travel,  Arthur,  with  his  heart  full  of  what  he  had 
seen  of  Anne  of  Geierstein  for  some  time  before,  and 
his  brain  dizzy  with  the  recollection  of  the  incidents 
of  the  preceding  night,8hould  have  kept  his  eyes  riveted 
on  the  door  of  the  sleeping  apartment  at  which  he  had 
last  seen  that  young  person  disappear ;  that  is,  unless 
the  pale,  and  aeemingly  fantastic  form,  which  had 
twice  crossed  him  so  strangely,  should  prove  no  wan- 
dering spirit  of  the  elements,  but  the  living  substsnce 
of  the  person  whose  appearance  it  bore.  So  eager 
was  his  curiosity  on  this  subject,  that  he  atrained  nia 
eyes  to  the  utmost,  as  if  it  had  been  possible  for  them 
to  have  penetrated  through  wood  and  walls  into  the 
chamber  of  the  slumbering  maiden,  in  order  to  dis- 
cover whether  her  eye  or  cheek  bore  any  mark  that 
she  had  last  night  been  a  watcher  or  a  wanderer^ 
"  But  that  was  the  proof  to  which  Rudolph  sp- 

B Baled,"  he  said,  internally,  "  and  Rudolph  alonewill 
ave  the  opportunity  of  remarking  the  result.  Who 
knows  what  advantage  my  communication  may 
give  him  in  his  suit  with  yonder  lovely  creature? 
And  what  must  she  think  of  me,  save  as  one  light  of 
thought  and  looae  of  tongue,  to  whom  nothing  extra- 
ordinary con  chance,  but  he  must  hasten  to  babble 
it  into  the  ears  of  those  who  are  nearest  to  him, at 
the  moment  7  I  would  my  tongue  hod  been  palaed 
ere  I  said  a  syllable  to  yonder  proud,  yet  wily  prize- 
fighter! I  shall  never  see  her  more— that  is  to  be 
counted  for  certain.  I  shall  never  know  the  true 
interpretation  of  those  mysteries  which  hang  around 
her.  But  to  think  I  may  have  prated  sonnet hmg  tend- 
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10  throw  her  mio  ihe  power  of  yoiwKr  f«  rocioiM  nml  iiirtictinc  on  tliiir  iKOplc,  wlioiii  lic  a!  i.»nce lia:ed 
ir,  will  he  .1  subJiTiof  n-inorwio  nu^  while  1  live/'  :iiiii  ilr«»|iisrtl,  similar  marks  of  h!*  inakvoi'nct. 
Icrrhi;  was  sTnrtkd  out  oi"Iiim  n-vcrii-  l»y  thi;  voice-    as  to  cniMiiirnifi'  a  irrnernl  opinion,  that  iht  Du^c  vi 


Ulg 

boor, 
Hen  .  .  .  . 

of  his  lather,  '•^^h>';  how  now.  boy :  art  rhou  wakini;,  Kiirisumly.  tbi*  iniplacabb'  ami  unnasonablc  €^lfnlv 
Arth^lr,  or  syl'.fpinii  on  thy  l«-«'Mriiiii  tht- l.iti/ip'of  last  i>f  till  SI' '  mount aiiui'r?.  would  m-ytr  U^irti  lu  arv 
night's  wrvicc  ?'  ttrnis  of  nHknipriun,  however  wtiiiablfr  or  ndi.itila- 

"Not  so.  my  father."'  aiiswind  Arthur,  at  once  iiluU'!,  whii'h  nii:iht  havo  ihn  tttKt  of  restoring  lo 
rocolUctinir  himsi'll'  **So;i»owhrii  ditiw^y,  jnThMps|  ilu-  Kmi-x-rcir  nn  advancfd  ^h-is-i,  of  such  i-oii.«c^Ufcnrt 
but  thclrir'n  mornin.n  air  will  :*.ion  i»ut  that  id  flight/'  .  lo  thcirratitiraiion  of  hiy  dislike,  as  Brisach. 

Walking!  with  precaution  tlmiii;;h  ih-.*  irroup  t)fi  Th..r^iluation  ofihf  little  town  was  in  ilH.U'»irois«. 
sh^pers  who  lay  around,  the  « Idrr  lMiiHi)suh,  when  but  the  fort  ifiianons  which  surronndrd  it  were  barely 
they  had  jiainwl  the  doiir  of  tlie  apartincnf,  turned  .  sutru'lriii  ton-pel  ai\\  i«iNlden  altaek.  and  not a'.iKii!iiii« 
back,  ami.  lonkiu^:  on  the  .straw  couch  which  llii^  '  to  ri'Msf  for  any  letiutli  of  iinp*  a  formal  siepr.  The 
lariri'  form  of  the  Landaminnn,  and  thi'  silvery  be:inl  mortMiitr  beams  had  shuneon  the  ^r-ire  of  the  church 
of  h:s  lonstant  companion,  touched  by  th"  tarlii.Pi  f.>rmore  than  an  hour,  when  a  tall,  ihm,  eldirlynwn. 
beams  of  linhi.  distiimuir-h-'l  ms  that  oi"  Arnold  Wu-  wrapt  in  a  mornini?  aown.  over  which  was  biu'k!cilt 
Herman,  he  muttcnx]  btiwi.ii  his  lip.-  an  involuntary  bro:ul  belt,  sujiportim;  on  the  left  side  a  sword,  on  ibe 
adieu.  rialit  a  da^'ji  r.  aj'proarhed  liii'brirbieanot  [hvt  iMern 

"  Farewi  II,  mirror  of  anci'  nt  faith  and  integrity,-  -  ■  griti\  His  bonni't  displayed  a  f:ather.  wh.clu  ur  tbc 
farewell,  noble  Arnold.  -fan-Wi  II,  soul  of  truth  and  tail  of  a  fox  m  "uu  of  it.  w;h  the  eniblim  I'f  pt-nile 
candour, —to  whom  cowardii-e,  si'ltishii' -s,  anil  fahc-  bli»od  throuuhouf  all  (i<rm:niy.  and  :i  bad.'e  !'.:shljr 
hootl.  are  alike  unknown  I'  yirizeij  by  tho«»e  who  li:id  a  riiilll  to  \\^  :ir  i!. 

And  farewell,  thouaht  his  son,  to  the  lovelir  st,  an<l  T\w  sjnall  narty  of  .'•olditrs  who  bad  kvpl  v,.iio 
most  candid,  yet  inoflt  my.'-terious  of  maidens!  -But  there  diirini,'  ilie  course  of  the  pre-.t-din^  uiA\'  and 
the  adieu,  as  may  well  l>e  believed,  was  not,  like  that  '  supplied  sentinels  both  for  wanl  and  oui-I^K'k,  took 
of  his  father,  expressed  in  words.  arms  on  tlu-  a  pi  mm  ranee  of  this  inuiviiiuai,  uii'i  lirtw 

They  Wrre  soon  after  on  the  outside  <»f  the  i?ato.  !  tb«Mns»-lv»'S  up  in  the  form  of  a  iruard,  which  naive* 
The  Swiss  domestic  was  liberally  recompen.xid,  and  i  with  military  reverence  an  otlicir  oi  uiu«»ri:inoe. 
charged  with  a  ihou:»and  kind  wonls  of  farewell  An-hibald  de  liapciibach'si  co'.inienance.  for  ii  uai 
and  of  remembrance  to  the  Landamman  from  bis  !  the  (governor  him^'lf,  expressed  that  setiUd  puvj.;«li- 
Rnglish  Kiiests,  minified  with  liotN'S  and  wi.-ihes  that  .  ne.ss  and  ill  temper  which  characteii7e  the  morning 
they  miuhl  t*oon  meet  axain  in  tlie  BurL'undiaii  terri-  j  liuuis  nf  a  Miletmlinary  debauchee.  His  bead  rhrolr 
torv.  The  young  man  then  took  the  bridle  of  the  bed,  his  |>uls4- w*as  feverish,  and  his  cbeik  war  paii-.— 
mule,  and  kd  the  animal  lorward  on  their  iourney  at  ^vmptoms  of  his  having  spent  the  lost  mght.  up  wu 
an  easy  par'c,  his  father  walking  by  bis  >uie.  his   usual   custom,  amid   wine   ttoup>>   and  ilajLLPM. 

After  a  silence  of  some  miniiti-s,  the  elder  I'hilips<in  -  .lu(!;;:n';  from  the  haste  wiih  which  bl^  &nldicr^  fei! 
nddresstni  Arthur.  "I  fear  iiie."  he  ?»a»d,  "*  wi-  .-hall  into  their  ranks,  and  the  awe  and  tikuce  ttli:ch 
sec  ihi- worthy  Landamman  no  more.  The  yoiiihs  '  rei^m-d  anmnjr  them,  it  apptareil  that  they  wtrcac- 
who  attend  him  are  bent  upon  taking;  oliiiicL  the  ;  cusi>)mid  to  e.xpcct  and  dread  hi»i  ill  humour  on  auch 
Duk'.' of  Burizundv  will  not  fail.  ]  fear,  to  ;nve  them  :  oeeaNions.  Jle  ^lancetl  at  thorn.  accurdiUKly.  in 
ample  occasion— and  ihe  jieace  which  the  excellent  '  iruiuisitiveand  disnatisfuxl  lo«)k,  as  if  he  sought  some- 
man  dcsiicd  for  the  land  of  his  fatln  r-;,  will  be  f-hip-  .  thiriii:  on  which  to  vent  his  peevishness,  and  ihcfl 
wrecked  ere  they  n.ach  the  Duke's  pn  .-enee  ;  ihoiiijh  anki-i\  for  the  "  h)iterinK  dog  Kilian." 
even  wen;  if  otherwise,  how  the  r'H'Uilest  prince  in  Kiliitn  pre>*.^ntly  made  his app«arance,  a  ?Tinii hard- 
Europe  will  l)rook  the  nithidy  looks  of  biiri'f  :*«:-s  and  '  favtuin-d  man-ai-arms»,  a  Bavarian  by  birth,  and  by 
ptfasants,  (so  will  Charlis  of  Biir::u!ul>  term  the  i  rank  the  iwrsonal  wjnirc  of  the  (ioveriKtr. 
friendrt  we  have  parfeil  fn»m.)  is  ;i  iine-i.on  too  easily  '  "  Wlrtt  iieww  of  the  Swiss  churls.  Kilian  ?"  de- 
an.^wend.  A  war,  I'afal  to  the  inter,  sis  f»i  all  con-  man;le<l  Archibald  de  llagenbach.  "They  should, 
e.-inc.l,  save  Louis  i»f  rr.iiice,  will  <■<  rtaiiily  fake  hv  their  thrifiv  habits,  have  l»ci-ii  on  the  road  tw* 
place;  and  iiiv:ii|f;il  mu^I  be  the  eoniesl  if  the  ranks  .  hl>iirs  since.  '  JTavc  the  iM-asant-ckxIs  presaiiirtl  » 
of  the  Bur^undian  chivalrv  shall  cneoiniier  thu.-'e  iron  !  ape  the  manin  rn  of  gentk  men,  and  stuck  by  thcflflik 
sons  of  the  mountains,  h  (or-  whom  so  many  of  the  till  coek-crow  ?" 
Austrian  nobility  have  hi-en  npeat-dly  pro>traicd."'  *'  I'.v  my  faith,  it  mav  well  be."  onswend  Kilian; 

"I  am  so  much  conv;nc»tI  oi  the  iiuih  of  what  yon  ;  "  the  burghers  of  Bale  gave  them  full  mean?  of  es- 
say, myfaihcr,"  re[>li(.'l  Arthur,  "that  I  judije  eu-n  i  nm-sal." 
lhit$  day  will  ni>t  pass  over  without  a  bnach  of  true.:.  ■•      "  How.  Ivihan  ?    Tin  v  dared  not  ofTrr  ho.S'»t»I»'>' 


journey;  and  I  confess  to  you,  that  I  at  lca.it,  will  ispial,  thai  they  alii ir'ded  them  nnana  of  quaricnoj 
iravil  witii  much  greater  consciousm-ss  of  safety  at  (Jrafla-iuiit,  which  was  furni."*htil  with  many  o  fur 
Hhould  you  do  so."  ■  uammon  ami  pas^ty,  to  speak   naught  of  flj»k»  of 

_,.*  understand  you,  my  .son,"  replied  the  elder !  Rhine-wine,  barrels  of  beer,  and  5:ojps  of  firoas 
Philipson.      '  But  I  am  a  (teaceful  traveller  in  the  j  wat.-rs." 

Duke  of  Burgundy's  territories,  aiwl  must  not  will- ■  "The  Balew  phall  answer  this.  Kilian,'"  Mid  the 
jngly  .".jpiHW,  that  while  under  the  shadow  of  his  Governor;  "do  thev  think  I  am  for  rvirio  beihraH- 
banncr,  I  mur-i  guanl  mvsi  if  aj^ainst  banditti,  as  if  ing  mvse1fbetw«vn 'the  Duke  and  his pk-ipurci-n  thdr 
I  were  in  the  wilds  of  Palestine.  As  for  iheauthorilv  ,  bihalf?— The  fat  porkers  have  pre.-smmrt  t*..'  much 
of  hm  otfH'crs,  and  the  extent  of  their  exaetiun.s,  1  !  niiw.e  wo  accepted  some  trifflinu  uifts  at  their  h.^ndis 
nce<i  not  tell  you  that  they  are,  in  our  circumsiance.s.  .  more  for  gracing  of  tlu  m,  than  for  any  advaniagcw? 
things  to  be  submitted  to  without  grief  or  grmiging."  ;  could  make  of  their  paltry  donations.  Wa;:  it  iv^t 
Leaving  the  two  travellers  to  jowrm-y  towardr;  the  wine  from  Biilr  w  hich  we  were  obligwl  to  drink 
Brisach  at  their  Ici.sure,  I  must  tran-^port  my  readers  !  out  in  pint  goblelH,  lest  it  sh.iuld  U*come  sour  btfort 
!->  the  eastern  gate  of  that  small  town,  whi  h,  situalal    m(»rning  ?" 

on  an  cminincc.  had  a  commanding  pmspe't  on  "It  was  drunk  out,  and  in  pint  troblers  to.»,"  sad 
every  Pide,  but  (.spcciallv  towanls  Bile.  It  did  not  Kihan;  "so  much  I  can  well  rrmemlxT." 
properly  make  a  part  of  the  doimnioii;;  of  t!ie  Duk"  "  Whv,  go  to  then,"  .said  the  f^»vcriior;  "  thev  ^hall 
of  Burginidy.  bat  had  been  pIaPL^l  in  his  hands  in  know,  th»^'so  In-astsof  B.^le,  that  1  hob!  mvM-lfn-^  way 
p.jiwn  or  m  pl'.'dge.  forthe  n^eiyniMU  of  a  considera-  obli-:d  by  such  donations  as  those,  ami  that  my 
.M«  sum  of  money,  due  to  rhark-s  by  tin?  K-iiperor  remembrance  of  the  wines  which  I  caro'ise,  n^iiliinc 
Mgismund  of  .Vustria,  to  whom  thes-:gniori:yof  thi:  longer  than  the  hcad:«che  whi-h  th.;  mixiun.?  thp) 
place  belongoil  in  property.  But  the  town  lay  an  con-  drus  n.r.  with  never  fnil  of  Intf!  vcnrs  to  leave  b.:hind 
vcniently  for  d:Ptres«:ing  the  commerce  of  the  Sw">'»,    f  .-  :': .  nex'  :nornirr'~  -^aptim-." 
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"Ay,  njarry  will  I,"  said  De  Hagenbach,  "unlese 
tncTB  be  wise  men  among  them,  who  shall  show  me 
good  reasons  for  protecting  them.  Oh,  the  Bilese  do 
not  know  our  Noble  Duke,  nor  the  gift  he  hath  for 
chastising  the  (nitter-blooded  citizens  of  a  free  town. 
Thou  canst  tell  them,  Kilian,  as  well  as  any  man, 
now  he  dealt  with  the  villains  of  Liege,  when  they 
would  needs  be  pni^atical." 

"I  will  apprize  them  of  the  matter,"  said  Kilian, 

when  opportunity  shall  serve,  and  I  trust  I  shall  find 
them  in  a  temper  disposed  to  cultivate  your  honoura- 
ble friendship. 

**  Nay,  if  it  is  the  same  to  them,  it  is  quite  indiffer- 
ent to  me,  Kilian,"  continued  the  Governor:  "but, 
oneihinks  whole  and  sound  throats  are  wortn  some 
purchase,  were  it  only  to  swallow  black  puddings  and 
schwarz-beer,  to  say  nothing  of  Westphalian  hams 
and  Nierenste!ner--I  say,  a  slashed  throat  is  a  useless 
thing,  Kilian." 

"I  will  make  the  fat  citizens  to  understand  their 
danger,  and  the  necessity  of  making  interest,"  an- 
swered Kilian.  "  Sure,  I  am  not  now  to  Icam  how 
to  turn  the  ball  into  your  ezcellency^s  lap." 

"You  speak  well,"  said  SirArchibalaj— "buthow 
ebaoced  it  thou  hast  so  little  to  say  to  tne  Switzers' 
leaguer?  I  should  have  thought  an  old  trooper  like 
tbee  would  have  made  their  pinions  flutter  amidst  the 
good  cheer  thou  tellest  me  of." 

"I  might  as  well  have  annoyed  an  angry  hedge- 
hog with  my  bare  finger,"  said  Kilian.  ''^I  surveyed 
Orafis-lust  myself ;— there  were  sentinels  on  the  cas- 
tle walla,  a  seotiriel  on  the  bridge,  besides  a  regular 
patrol  of  these  Swiss  fellows  who  kept  strict  watch. 
So  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  done,  otherwise, 
knowing  your  excellency's  ancient  quarrel,  I  would 
have  had  a  hit  at  them,  when  they  should  never 
have  known  who  hurt  them.  I  will  tell  you,  how- 
ever, fairly,  that  these  churis  sre  acquinng  better 
knowledge  in  the  art  of  war  than  the  best  Ritter 
knight." 

"Well,  they  will  be  the  better  worth  the  looking 
after  when  they  arrive,"  said  De  Hagenbach ;  "  they 
come  forth  in  state  doubtless,  with  all  their  finery, 
(heir  wives'  chains  of  silver,  their  own  medals,  ana 
rings  of  lead  and  copper.— Ah,  the  base  hinds,  they 
are  unworthy  rhata  man  of  noble  blood  should  ease 
tliem  of  their  trash !"  ^ 

"There  is  better  ware  among  them,  if  my  intelli- 
gence hath  not  deceived  me,"  replied  Kilian ;  "  there 
are  merchants" 

"  Pshaw !  the  packhorses  of  Berne  and  Soleure," 
•aid  the  Governor,  "  with  their  paltry  lumber,  cloth 
too  coarse  to  make  covers  for  horses  of  any  breeding, 
and  linen  that  is  more  like  hair-cloth  than  any  com- 
position of  flax.  I  will  strip  them^  however,  were 
jt  but  to  vex  the  knaves.  What !  not  content  with 
claiming  to  be  treated  like  an  independent  people,  and 
•ending  forth  deputies  and  embassies  forsooth,  they 
expect,  I  warrant,  to  make  the  indemnities  of  am- 
ba^saoon  cover  the  introduction  of  a  cargo  of  their 
contraband  commodities,  and  thus  insult  the  noble 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  cheat  him  at  the  same  time  7 
But  De  Hagenbach  is  neither  knight  nor  gentleman 
if  he  allow  them  to  pass  unchallenged." 
"And  they  are  better  worth  being  stopped,"  said 

Klian.    "than  your  Excellency  supposes;  for  they 
re  English  merchants  along  with  them,  and  under 
iheirpTotectioD." 

"  English  merchants!"  exclaimed  De  Hagenbach, 
lb  eyes  spaikling  with  joy;  "English  mercbant^ 
Kilian  I  Hen  talk  of  Cathay  and  Ind,  where  there 
mines  of  silver,  and  gold,  and  diamonds;  but,  on 
.1  fiiith  of  a  gentleman,  I  believe  these  brutish 
landers  have  the  caves  of  treasure  wholly  within 

r''  '   own  foggy  land !    And  then  the  variety  of  their 
merchandise.— Ha,  Kilian !  is  it  a  long  train  of 
ules-r-a  jolly  tinkling  team  7— By  our  Lady* s  glove  I 
floonJ  oC  it  is  already  jingling  in  my  ears,  more 
1  all  the  harps  oi  all  the  minne-singeni 


liitsically  than 
It  Heilbron  I" 


larps 
3L 


\Nay,  my  lord,  there  is  no  great  train,"  replied  the 
squire ;—  only  two  men,  as  I  am  given  to  underetani 
with  scarce  so  much  baggage  as  loads  a  mule ;  but, 
It  IS  said  of  infinite  value,  silk  and  samite,  lace  ana 
furs,  pearls  and  jewellery-work— perfumes  from  the 
Eastf  and  gold-work  from  Venica^' 

"Raptures  and  paradise !  say  not  a  word  more," 
exclaimed  the  rapacious  knieht  of  Hagenbach ;  "  thoy 
are  all  our  own.  Kilian  !  Why,  these  are  the  very  men 
I  have  dreamed  of  twice  a  weeK  for  this  month  past- 
ay,  two  men  of  middle  stature,  or  somewhat  unoer  it— 
with  smooth,  round,  fair,  comely  visages,  leaving  sto- 
machs  as  plump  as  partridges,  and  purses  as  plump 
as  their  stomschs— Ha,  whatsayst  thou  to  my  oreami 
Kilian  7" 

"Only,, that  to  be  quite  soothfast,"  answered  the 
squire,  '  it  should  have  included  the  presence  of  a 
•core,  or  thereabouts,  of  sturdy  young  giants  as  ever 
climbed  cliflj  or  carried  bolt  to  whistle  at  a  chamois— 
a  lusty  plump  of  clubcL  bills,  and  partisansL  such  as 
make  shields  crack  like  oaten  cakes,  ana  helmets 
ring  like  church-bells." 

^'The  better,  knave,  the  better!"  exclaimed  the  Go- 
vernor, rubbing  his  hands.  "English  j^Bdlara  to 
plunder!  Swiss  bullies  to  beat  into  submission!  1 
wot  well,  we  can  have  nothing  of  the  Helvetian  swine 
save  their  beastly  bristles— it  is  lucky  they  bring  these 
two  island  sheep  along  with  them.  But  we  must  get 
ready  our  boar-q>ears,  and  clear  the  clipping-pens  for 
exercise  of  our  craft.— Here,  Lieutenant  Schonfeldt!" 

An  ofllcer  stepped  forth. 
How  many  men  are  here  on  duty  7" 

"  About  sixty,"  replied  the  officer.  "  Twenty  out  on 
parties  in  different  directions,  and  there  may  be  forty 
or  fifty  in  thcu*  quartera." 

"Order  them  all  under  arms  instantly;— hark  ye, 
not  by  trumpet  or  bugle,  but  by  warning  them  indivi- 
dually in  their  quarters,  to  draw  to  ttrms  as  quietly  as 
possible,  and  rendezvous  here  at  the  eastern  gate. — 
Tell  the  villains  there  is  booty  to  be  gained,  and  they 
shall  have  their  share." 

"On  these  terms,"  said  Schonfeldt,  "they  will 
walk  over  a  spider's  web  without  startling  the  insect 
that  wove  it.  I  will  collect  them  without  loss  of  an 
instant." 

"I  tell  thee^  Kilian.'*  continued  the  exulting  com- 
mandant, again  speaking  apart  with  his  confidential 
attendant.  ^*  nothing  could  come  so  luckily  as  the 
chance  or  this  onslaught.  Duke  Charles  desires  to 
affront  the  Swiss,— not,  look  you,  that  he  cares  to  act 
towards  them  by  bis  own  direct  orders,  in  such  a 
manner  as  might  be  termed  a  breach  of  public  faith 
towards  a  peaceful  embassy;  but  the  gallant  follower 
who  shall  save  his  prince  the  scandal  of  such  an  aflair, 
and  whose  actions  may  be  termed  a  mistake  or  mia- 
spprehension^  shall,  I  warrant  you,  be  accounted  to 
have  done  knightly  service.  Perchance  a  frown  may 
be  passed  upon  him  in  public,  but  in  private  the  Duke 
wiU  know  how  to  esteem  him.— Why  standest  thou 
so  silent,  man,  and  what  ails  thy  ugly  ill-looking 
aspect  7  Thou  ^rt  not  afraid  of  twen  ty  S  wi  izer  boysb 
and  wo  at  the  head  of  such  a  band  of  speare7" 

"The  Swias,"  answered  Kihan,  "  will  give  and  take 
'good  blowa,  yet  I  have  no  fear  of  them.  But  I  like 
not  that  we  should  trust  too  much  to  Duke  Charles. 
That  he  would  be,  in  the  firat  mstance,  pleased  with 
any  diahonour  done  the  Swiss  is  likely  enough ;  but 
if,  aa  your  excellency  hinti^  he  finds  it  anerwards  con- 
venient to  disown  the  action,  he  is  a  prince  hkely  to 
give  a  lively  coloiv  to  his  disavowal  by  hanging  up  the 
acton !" 

" Pshaw !"  said  the  commandant,  "I know  where 
I  stand.  Such  a  trick  were  like  enough  to  be. played 
by  Louis  of  France,  but  it  is  foreign  to  the  blunt  cha- 
racter of  our  Bold  one  of  Burgundy.— Why  the  devil 
stand' St  thou  still,  man,  simpering  like  an  ape  at  a 
roasted  chestnut,  which  he  thinks  too  warm  for  his 

'^Your  excellency  is  wiee  as  well  as  wariike,"  said 
the  esquire,  "  and  it  is  not  for  me  to  contest  yoitt 
pleasure.  But  this  peaceful  embassy— these  English 
merchants— if  Charles  goes  to  war  with  Louii^  as -the 
rumour  is  current,  what  he  should  most  of  all  desire 
is  the  neutrality  of  Switzerland,  and  th^  assistanco 


ANNC  OP  OEIERSTEIN. 


[Gbap.XDL 


of  Enfl^and,  whoae  KinK  i«  croMng  the  wa  with  a 
great  army.  Now  yon,  Sir  Archibald  of  Hagenbacb, 
may- well  do  that  in  tha  couiae  of  this  very  morning, 
which  will  pat  the  Confiederated  Cantons  m  arms 
against  Charles,  and  torn  the  English  from  allies 
into  enemies." 

**I  care  not,"  said  the  commandant;  "  I  know  the 
Dake's  humour  well,  and  if  be,  the  master  of  so  many 
provinces,  is  willing  to  risk  them  in  a  self-willed  fro- 
lic, what  is  it  to  Archibald  de  Hajrenbach,  who  has 
not  a  foot  of  land  to  lose  in  the  cause?" 


Dt 


But  you  have  life,  my  lord,"  sa:d  the  esquire. 

"Ay,  life!"  replied  the  knight;  "a  paltry  nshl  to 
exist,  which  I  have  been  ready  to  stake  every  day  of 
my  life  for  dollars— ay,  and  for  crcutzers7-«nd  think 
jrou  I  will  hesitate  to  pledge  iiforbroad-jjieces,  jewt-b 
of  the  East,  and  poldsmiih's  work  of  Ven:ce  /  So, 
Kilian;  these  English  must  be  ensed  of  thdr  bales, 
that  Archibald  de  Hagenbachniaydrinka  purer  flask 
than  their  thin  Most:l!e,  and  wear  a  brocade  doublet 
instead  of  greasy  velvet.  Nor  n  it  less  necessary  thai 
Kilian  should  have  a  seemly  new  jcikin,  with  a  punfe 
of  ducats  to  jiosle  at  his  ^idle/' 

"  By  my  fa:lTi,"  said  KiLan,  "  that  last  argument 
-  bath  disanned  my  scruples,  and  I  give  uj)  the  point, 
aioee  it  Ul  bzt'iia  me  to  aiypu'.e  w.th  your  excel- 
lency," 

*'  To  the  work  then,"  said  his  leader.  "  But  stay 
— we  must  first  take  the  church  along  with  us.  The 
priest  of  Saint  Paul  s  hath  been  moody  of  late,  and 
spread  abroad  strange  things  from  th^  pulpit,  as  if  we 
were  hiiie  better  than  coaimon  pillagers  and  robbers. 
Nay,  he  hath  had  the  insolence  tu  warn  me,  as  he 
termed  it,  twice,  in  strange  form.  It  were  well  to 
break  the  growling  mastilFs  bald  head;  but  since 
that  might  Be  ill  taken  by  the  Duke,  the  next  point  of 
wisdom  is  to  fling  hint  a  bone." 

*'  He  may  be  a  dangerous  enenay,"  said  the  squire 
dubiously ;  '*'  his  power  is  great  with  the  people." 

"Tush!"  replied  Hazenbach,  |*I  know  how  to 
disarm  the  shaveling.  Send  to  him,  and  tell  him  to 
come  hither  to  speak  with  me.  Mean  while  have  all 
our  force  under  arms :  let  the  barbican  and  barrier  be 
wellmannoi  with  archers;  station  si^cannen  in  the 
booses  on  each  hand  of  the  gateway;  and  let  the 
street  be  barricaded  with  carts,  well  bound  loprether, 
bat  placed  as  if  they  had  been  there  by  accident— 
place  a  body  of  determined  fellows  in  these  carts,  and 
behind  them.  So  soon  as  the  mcrclianis  and  their 
mules  enter,  (for  that  is  the  main  point,)  up  with  your 
drawbridge,  down  with  the  poricnlhs,  srrnd  a  voll»iy 
of  arrows  among  those  who  are  without,  if  the/  make 
any  scuffle ;  disarm  and  secure  thoso  who  Iiave  en- 
tered, and  arc  cooped  up  between  the  barricade  before, 
and  the  ambush  behind  and  around  them— And  t/un, 
Kilian" 

"And  then,"  said  his  esquire,  "shall  we,  like  mi  try 
Free  Companions,  be  knuckle  deep  in  the  English 
budgets" 

"And,  like  jovial  hunters,"  replied  the  knight, 
"  elbow-deep  in  Swiss  blood." 

"  The  game  will  stand  at  bay  though  "  answered 
Ehan.  ^'  Tbey  aro  led  by  that  Donnerhugel  whom 
we  have  heard  of  whom  they  call  the  Young  Bear  of 
Berne.    They  will  turn  to  their  defence." 

"  The  better,  man— wouldst  thou  kill  sheep  rather 
than  hunt  wolves  7  Besides,  our  toils  are  set,  and  the 
whole  gamson  shall  assist    Shame  on  thee,  Kilian, 
thou  wert  not  wont  to  have  so  many  scruples !'' 
.   "  Nor  have  I  now,"  said  Kilian.  ^  But  these  Swiss 
billa,  and  two-handed  swords  of  the  breadth  of  four 
mches.  are  no  chUd's  plav.— And  then  if  you  call  all 
our  garrison  to  the  attack,  to  whom  will  your  excel- 1 
Icncy  intrust  the  defence  of  the  other  gates,  and  the  • 
cncuii  of  the  walls  7" 

"Lock,  boll,  and  chain  up  the  gates,"  replied  the 
•    Governor,  "and  bnng  the  kevs  hither.    There  shall 
DO  one  leave  the  place  till  this  aflair  is  over.    Let ! 
some  score  of  the  cinzens  take  arms  for  the  duty  of; 
guarding  the  walls ;  and  look  they  discharge  it  well,  ' 
or  I  w,!!  lay  a  fine  on  them  which  they  shalldischarRe 
to  purpose. ' 

.1.1.      .^u"^^"  ?™^'^!?'V  *»'<^  ^^l'«n-    "They  say,  ! 
thci  no«  bcms  the  Duke's  subjects,  though  the  placi  . 


is  impledged  to  bia  Caraor,  cbey  are  not  faable  tD : 
tary  service." 

*^They  tie!   the  cowardly  aUvea."  anawcn 
Hagenbach.    "If  I  have  not  emptoyed  them 
hitherto,  it  is  becanae  I  aoom  tbe:r  aamaiann  . 
would  I  now  oae  their  help,  were  it  for  any  thing  i 
to  keep  a  watch,  by  looking  oat  acraighi  befare  tl 
Let  them  obey,  as  they  leapect  tbcff  pcopetty, 
sons,  and  femihes." 

A  deep  voice  behind  them  repeated  the 
language  of  Scripture, — **  I  have  aeeo  the  wicked  aim 
flourish  in  his  power  even  like  uito  a  lajocLbd  I 
returned  and  he  was  not^yea,  I  aooglit  him,  bat  hs 
was  not  to  be  found." 

Sir  Archibald  de  Hagenbach  turned  attraly,  and 
encountered  the  dark  and  OnuDoaa  look*  of  thcpmC 
of  Saint  Paul's,  dres^^  in  the  Testments  of  his  oidK 

"  We  are  busy,  father,"  aaid  the  , 
will  hear  your  preachment  another  time." 

''  I  come  by  your  summona,  Sir  Gov 
the  priest,  "or  1  had  not  intnidBdmyaelf  vbeni' 
knew  my  preachments,  if  yoa  lerm  tham  ao.  ariflds 
no  good." 

**  O,  I  crave  foor  mercy,  reverend  father,^  aaid  fie 
Hagenbach.    **  Yea,  it  is  true  that  I  did  aead  lor 


to  desire  voor  prayera  and  kind  interoeaaion  wnhOa 
Lady  ana  Saint  Paul,  in  aome  tranaactioDa  wbd 
are  ukely  to  occor  thia  morrang,  and  in  which,  aa  ihr 
Lombard  aaya,  I  do  eapy  ro6a  €U  guadagna.^ 

"Sir  Arohibald,"  answered  the  prieet  calmly,  *I 
well  hope  and  trust  that  yoa  do  not  Ibrf^et  the  aataa 
of  the  glorified  Sainta,  so  far  aa  to  ask  iheoi  for  iher 
blessing  upon  such  exploita  as  yoa  bare  been  loo  it 
engaged  in  ainoe  your  arnvai  anxMi^st  ns^aa  cam: 
whtch  of  itself  gave  token  of  the  Divme  anser.  Xiy. 
lei  me  say,  humble  as  I  am,  that  decency  to  a  sa- 
vant of  the  altar  ahould  check  yoa  from  ntmMiagt» 
me  to  put  up  prayers  for  the  aarceaa  oi  pafage  mi 
robber>'." 

"I  understand  you,  father,"   said  the  rspariiwi 
Grovernor.  "  and  you  shall  see  I  do.    While  foa  tn 
the  Dukes  sabject,  you  mast  by  yoor  oiBee  patv 
your  pre  vera  for  his  success  in  mat  ten  that  are  hA 
manag'^    You  acknowledge  this  with  a  |9aeeii 
bend  ofvour  reverend  head  f  Well,  then,  1  unU  bsv 
reasonable  as  you  are.    Say  we  desire  the  imaai' 
sion  of  the  goo>l  Samts,  and  of  yoct.  t'leir  psoas  onav 
in  something  a  little  out  of  ibo  oidmary  path,  and,  i 
you  will,  somewhat  of  a  doubtful  oomiNexsoii,— ae 
we  entitled  to  ask  you  or  them  far  their  pains  ciC 
trouble  without  a  just  oonsideratioa  7    Soreiv  aa 
Therefore  I  vow  and  soleinnly  promise,  that  if  If  kaw 
good  fortune  in  this  momingra  adv^iturs^  Saint  Pan 
shall  have  an  altar-cloth  and  a  basm  of  sftter,  bip 
or  little,  as  my  booty  will  permit— Oar  Lady  a  wtbtf 
satin  for  a  full  suit,  with  a  necklace  of  pean  for  hsk- 
daya— and  thou,  priest,  some  twenty  pseeea  of  fani^ 
English  gold,  for  acting  a«  fro-bet  ween  faetwtn  tm- 
selves  and  the  blessed  Apostles,  whom  we  adcaov- 
ledge  ourselves  unworthy  to  negotiate  with  a  av 
profane  person.    And  now.  Sir  Innest,  do  ws  aaia^ 
stand  each  other,  for  I  have  tittle  lime  to  leasl  I 
know  you  have  hard  thoughts  of  me,  but  yoa  sss  Ai 
devil  is  not  quite  so  horrible  aa  he  is  paimed." 

"Do  we  underetand  each  other T    answoed  iki 
black  priest  of  Saint  Paol's,  repeating  the  Gomgwth 

fuestion— "  Alaa,  no  I  and  I  finr  n^e  we  never  iAiil> 
last  thou  never  heard  the  words  spoken  by  iha 
hermit,  Berchtold  of  OffringecL  to  the 
Qneen  Agnes,  who  had  revensea  with 
severity  ine  assassination  of  her  father,  the 
.\lbert7" 

"Not  T,"  returned  the  knight;  "I  hate 
studied  the  chronicles  of  empeiorsi  nor  the    _ 
hermits ;  and,  therefore,  Sir  Priest,  an  yoa  Hut 

roposal,  let  us  have  no  fanhf>r  words  on  the  ^ 
am  unworn  to,  press  my  favouiai  or  to  deal  oA 
priests  who  require  entreaty,  when  gtfts  areheUsn 
to  them." 

**  Hear  yet  the  words  of  the  holy  man,"  lai^  ik> 

priesL    ^  The  time  may  come,  and  that  ahortly,  akai 

yoa  would  gladly  desire  to  hear  what  yon  seontff 

reject" 

"  Speak  on,  but  be  brisi;"  said  ArchibaU  de  Had» 
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Iwefa ;  "  and  know,  thou^^h  thou  mayst  terriTy  or  c^ole 
the  multitude  thou  now  speakeBt  to  one  whose  reso- 
lution ill  fixed  far  beyond  the  power  of  thy  eloquence 
to  melL" 

"  Know,  then,"  said  the  priest  of  St.  Paura,  "  that 
Agnea,  daughter  of  the  murdered  Albert,  after  shedding 
oceans  of  blood  in  avenginghis  bloody  death,  founded 
at, length  the  rich  abbey  of  Kosnigafeidt ;  and,  that  it 
might  have  a  superior  claim  to  renowned  sanctity, 
made  a  inlpimage  in  person  to  the  cell  of  the  holy 
hermit,  and  besought  of  him  to  honour  her  abbey  by 
taking  up  his  residence  there.  But  what  was  his  re- 
l^y  7— Mark  it  and  tremble.  '  Begone,  ruthless  wo- 
man,' said  the  holy  man;  'God  will  not  be  served 
with  blood-guiltiness,  and  rejects  the  gifts  which  are 
obtained  by  violence  and  robbery.  The  Almighty 
loves  mercy,  justice,  and  humanity,  and  by  the  lovers 
of  these  only  will  he  be  worshipped.'  Atid  now,  Ar- 
chibald of  Hagenbach.  once,  twice,  thrice,  hast  thou  i 
had  warning.  Xive  as  oecomes  a  man  on  whom  sen-' 
tcnce  is  passed,  and  who  must  expect  execution." 

Having  spoken  these  words  with  a  menacing  tone 
and  frowning  aspect,  the  priest  of  St.  Paul's  turned 
•way  from  the  Gfovernor,  whose  first  impulse  was  to 
eommand  him  to  be  arrested.  But  when  he  recollected 
the  serious  consequences  which  attached  to  the  lay- 
ing violent  hands  on  a  priest,  he  sufiered  him  to  de- 
part in  peace,  conscious  that  his  own  unpopularity 
might  render  any  attempt  to  revenge  himseli  an  act 
of  Sfcat  rashness.  He  called,  therefore,  for  a  beaker 
of  Burgundy,  in  which  he  swallowed  down  his  dis- 
pleasure, and  had  just  returned  to  Kilian  the  cop, 
which  he  bad  drained  to  the  bottom,  when  the  warden 
winded  a  blast  fiom  the  watch-tower,  which  betoken- 
ed the  arrival  of  atrangers  at  the  gate  of  the  city. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

1  will  mict  nieh  nutartainment,  till 

My  anemy  haj  mora  power.— 21«  Tempeu. 

'That  blast  was  but  feebly  blown,"  said  De  Ha- 
genbach, ascending  to  the  ramparts,  from  which  be 
oould  see  what  passed  on  the  outside  of  the  gate;  "who 
approaches,  Kilion  1" 

The  trusty  squire  was  hastening  to  meet  him  with 
the  news. 

"  Two  men  with  a  mule,  an  it  please  your  excel- 
lency: and  merchants,  I  presume  them  to  be." 

**  Merchants  7  'sdeath^  villain !  pedlara  you  mean. 
Heard  ever  man  of  English  merchants  tramping  it  on 
foot,  with  no  more  baggage  than  one  mnle  can  ma- 
nage to  carry  7  They  must  be  beggarly  Bohemians, 
or  those  whom  the  French  people  call  Escossais. 
"rhe  knaves  I  they  shall  pay  with  the  pining  of  their 
paunches  for  the  poverty  of  their  purses." 

"  Do  not  be  too  hasty,  and  please  your  excellency." 
ouoth  the  squire ;  "  small  budgets  tiold  rich  goods. 
But  rich  or  poor,  they  are  our  men,  at  least  they  have 
all  the  marks— the  elder,  well-sized,  and  dark-viaaged, 
may  verite  fifty  and  five  years,  a  beard  somewhat 
grinled  ;—the  younger,  some  two-and  twenty,  taller 
man  the  first,  and  a  well-favoured  lad,  with  a  smooth 
chin  and  light  brown  piustaches." 

"Let  them  be  admitted,"  said  the  Oovemor,  turn- 
ing back  in  order  again  to  descend  to  the  street,  "  and 
bring  them  into  the  folter-kammer  of  the  toll-house." 

So  saying,  he  betook  hirnself  to  the  place  appointed, 
which  was  an  apartment  in  the  large  tower  that  pro- 
tected the  eastern  gateway,  in  which  were  deposited 
the  rack,  with  various  other  instruments  of  torture, 
which  the  cruel  and  rapacious  Governor  was  in  the 
habit  of  applying  to  such  prisoners  from  whoin  he  ik^s 
desirous  or  extorting  either  booty  or  information.  He 
eotered  the  apartment,  which  was  dimly  li/^hted.  and 
had  a  lofty  Gothic  root  which  could  be  but  imperfectly 
seen,  while  nooses  and  cords  hanging  down  from 
thence,  announced  a  fearful  connexion  with  various 
implements  of  rusted  iron  that  hung  roond  the  walls, 
or  lay  scattered  on  the  floor. 

A  taint  stream  of  light  through  one  of  the  numeroos 
and  narrow  slits,  or  snot  holes,  with  which  the  walls 
wore  samiahed,  fell  directly  upon  the  person  and  vis- 
age of  a  tsll  swartHy  man,  seated  in  what,  but  for 


the  pardal  illumination^  would  have  been  an  obacuts 
corner  of  thia  eyil-bodmg  apartment.  His  features 
were  regular,  and  even  handsome,  but  of  a  character 
peculiarly  stem  and  sinister.  This  person's  dress 
was  a  cloak  of  scarlet:  his  head  was  bane,  and  sur- 
rounded by  shany  locks  of  blacic  which  time  had 
partly  gnwljad.  He  was  busily  employed  in  furbishing 
and  burnishmg  a  broad  two-handed  sword,  of  a  pecu- 
liar shape,  and  considerably  shorter  than  the  weapons 
of  that  kind  which  we  have  described  as  used  by  ths 
Swiss.  He  was  so  deepiv  engaged  in  his  task,  that 
ne  started  as  the  heavy  door  opened  with  a  jarring 
noise,  and  the  sword,  escaping  from  his  hold,  roUed 
on  the  stone-floor  with  a  heavy  clash. 

"Ha  I  Scharfgerichter,"  said  the  Knight,  as  he  en 
tered  the  folter-kammer,  "  thou  art  preparing  for  thv 
duty."  ' 

"It  would  ill  become  your  excellency's  servant," 
answered  the  ifian,  iu  a  harsh  deep  tone,  "  to  be  found 
idi&  But  the  prisoner  is  not  far  ofT,  aa  I  can  judge  by 
tho  fall  of  my  aword  which  infallibly  announces  ths 
presence  of  him  who  shall  feel  its  edge." 

"The  prisoners  are  at  hand,  Fninda,"  replied  the 
Governor :  "  but  thy  omen  has  deceived  thee  for  ones. 
They  are  fellows  for  whom  a  good  rope  will  suffice, 
and  thy  sword  drinks  only  noble  blood." 

"The  worse  for  Francis  Steinernherz,"  replied  the 
official  in  scarlet :  "  I  trusted  that  your  excellency, 
who  have  ever  been  a  bountifiil  patron,  should  this 
dav  have  made  me  noble." 

'^ Noble  1"  aaid  the  Governor;  "thou  art  mad— 
Thou  noble  I    The  common  executioner !" 

"  And  wherefore  not.  Sir  Archibald  de  Hagenbach  1 
I  think  the  name  of  Francia  Steinemherx  van  Blut- 
acker  will  suit  nobility,  being  fairly  and  legally  won, 
as  well  as  another.  Nay,  do  not  stare  on  me  thus. 
If  one  of  my  profession  shall  do  his  grim  office  on 
nine  men  of  noble  birth,  with  the  same  weapon,  and 
with  a  single  blow  to  eac^  patient,  hath  he  not  a 
right  to  bis  freedom  from  taxes,  ana  his  nobility  by 
patent  7" 

"  So  says  the  law,"  said  Sir  Archibald,  after  reflect- 
ing, for  a  moment,—"  but  rather  more  in  scorn  than 
seriously,  I  shouldjudge^  since  no  one  waaever  known 
to  claim  the  benefit  of  it." 

"  The  prouder  boast  for  him,"  said  the  fiinction- 
ary,  "  that  shall  be  the  fint  to  demand  the  honours 
due  to  a  sharp  sword  and  a  clean  stroke.  I,  P^ancis 
Stainemheiz,  will  be  the  fint  noble  of  my  profession, 
when  I  shall  have  despatched  one  more  knight  of  ths 
Emmre." 

"  Thou  hsst  been  ever  in  my  service,  hast  thou  not  1" 
demanded  De  Hagenbach. 

"Under  wiiat  other  raastar,"  replied  the  execu- 
tioner, "  could  I  have  enjoyed  such  constant  practice  7 
I  have  executed  your  decrees  on  condenmed  sinners 
since  I  could  swing  a  scourge,  lift  a  crowbar,  or  wield 
this  trusty  weapon ;  and  who  can  say  I  ever  failed  of 
my  firet  blow,  or  needed  to  deal  a  second  7  Triatrem 
of  the  HosNtal,  and  his  famous  assistanta,  Petit 
Andr<  and  Trois  Eschellea,  are  novicea  compared 
with  m&  in  the  use  of  the  noble  and  knightly  sword. 
Marry,  1  should  be  ashamed  to  match  myaelf  with 
them  in  the  field  practice  with  bowstring  add  dagger ; 
these  are  no  feats  worthy  of  a  Christian  man  who 
would  rise  to  honour  and  nobility." 

"Thou  art  a  fellow  of  excellent  addrees,  and  I  do 
not  deny  it,'/  replied  De  Hagenbach.  "  But  it  cannot 
be— I  trust  it  cannot  be— that  when  noble  blood  is 
becoming  scarce  in  the  land,  and  proud  churla  are 
lording  it  over  knights  and  barona.  I  myself  should 
have  caused  so  much  to  be  spilled  7 

"  I  will  number  the  patienta  to  your  excellency  by 
name  and  title,"  said  Francis  drawing  out  a  scroll  of 
parchment,  and  reading  with  a  commetitorv  aa  he 
went  on,-  There  was  Count  William  of  Efverahoe 
—he  was  iny  assay-piece,  a  sweet  youth,  and  died 
moat  lik6  a  Christian." 

"I  remembei^he  was  indeed  a  most  smart  youth, 
and  courted  my  mistress,"  said  Sir  Archibald. 

"He  died  on  St.  Jude's,  in  the  year  of  grace  146S," 
said  the  executioner. 

**Gk>on— but  name  no  dates,"  said  the  Governor. 

"  Sir  MUes  of  Stockenborg'' 
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"  He  dmre  off  my  ciilift"  (A««rve>l  his  Enwllency.  drawing,  ot  BHempiinnio.ilrBWB  •word,  in  ■  futUOT 

"Sir  Louia  of  HieienfdJl"— coniinmfll  the  exe-  lowii,  is  only  pumshsEle  bypeBunury  fin^  ■nilMd 

'"'■'HrniMla  love  W  m>'  wife."  commenlcd  ihc  Go-  "  NowhKrei*  ii  silly  •he™,"  iiaid  Kilian  'o  tlMOf 

vemor  cuiioner.  I«idfl  whom  he  hod  •lationed  hiinicU;  •»» 

"Tlie three JunB-hCTTnofLammorboiirii—j-oum»de  whm  ■[>•«  from  liie  oroup,  "who  volunlariiyoftB 

iSrirfaiher.lheCounl.childleMinoneday.'  hiaown  fleece  loiho  ulipper.                   ,     .■     l 

•'  And  be  niMle  me  UnJIere,"  •■iil  Sir  Archibald.  ,"  It  will  ■porcely  ttrve  ■•  a  ranwjni  fer  hi.  thrwt. 

"  io  thai  account  »  ■etlW.-nn™  nwdcBl  read  no  Sir  Squire,"  nnawcred  iranenStememlKn;    fij 

farther,"  he  continued.  "1  admit  thy  rei'oni,  thouan  look  yoa  1  dreamed  laal  ninlii  that  our  mancr  rnidi 


..1.^1.  .n  leilenanniewhatDf  Ihu  mideat.    I    mc  noble, 
unipd  ihese  three  younft  ((Bnilemeii  as  one    ihia  is  thi 


lord'."" "    ""' 


"  Vou  did  me  the  (TTBater  wronp,"  snid  Francis  I    •word."  . 

"  thev  co»I  three  gtw3  nparHtc  blown  of  thii  Rood  Why.  ihou  smbiiiou»  fool,    uid  tha  eajuirt    ihii 

amird."  u  no  noble,  but  an  laland  pedlai^-a  mere  Enjliih 


it  ao.  and  Ood  be  with  iheir  eoul*,"  said  Ha- 
h.    ■'  But  thy  nmbilion  must  no  to  flecp  for  a 

„  Scharfsenchlar,  for  the  ■(ulf  thai  came  hither 

lo-dayialbr  dunfteonaiulcord.orperhipialouchof  u 


B«nb.ich.  ^  ■'  But  thy  nmbilion  must  no  to  flecp^fiir^   ^  "7^!^  "' 

iho  rack  or  atrapiNHfa— there  is  no  honour  to  win  on  Ilavcl  nol  ^    said  the  jquiic.     Hnvelnot  \iyjui 


whik^  Scharfgerichlar,  for  the  Mulf  ihal  came  hither   haal  never  looked  on  men  wha 
-     ■     ■   *jrdun(tec ' —-' ^ "■ -'    ''-" 


jn  five  pitched  hMt,  beside*  akimiithi:*  and  an 

"Theworae  luck  mine,"  laid  the  eiecmioner,    "I  cades  innumerableT'                  ,          .    „  ,    , 

had  dreamed  sosurclylhaiyoiiT  honour  had  mademe  "That  tncs  Mt  the  courafie,'  Bid  ihe  Schlrf|■^ 

nobtei— andthenlhefallotmyawotdr'  richter.    "All  men  wdl  Buhl  when  pitched  •!»»< 

"Take  a  bowl  of  wine,  and  loixct  your  aueuriei.  Fachoiher.    So  will  ihn  most  pulir>' cun— •■>  will iba 

"Wilhyourlionour'apermiieion,  no,"  saidtheeie-  dunghill  fowls.    But  he  i«  brave  and  noble,  *haaa 

cniioner;  "  lo  drink  before  noon  were  to  endnngerihe  look  on  a  sculfold  nnd  a  block,  a  pneti  lu  (n«  hm 

niotly  of  my  hand."  abaalulion,  tind  the  headsman  and  good  sword  whicfa 

"  Ba  «lent  then,  and  mind  your  du^-."  (aid  De  H»-  is  to  mow  him  down  in  hia  aimnRih,  aa  be  would 

l^nbach.  look  upon  Ihin^  indiRerenl ;  and  Mch  a  man  i>  lUt 

FVoncis  took  up  hia  ahcathlcBi  iword,  wiped  the  whnin  we  now  behold." 

dnst  reverently  from  ii.  and  withdrew  inio  a  corner  of  "liV^"  answered  Kd  inn,  "but  that  man.iooknot 

the  chamber,  where  he  stood  lenning  with  his  hands  on  such  an  apparatus— he  only  sees  our  illuMmas 

on  liie  pamrnci  o(  the  faial  weapon.  patron.  Sir  Arciiibald  de  HaRenbach." 

Almost  immedimely  afterwards.  Kilian  entered  at  "And  he  who  liwka  iipiin  Sir  Archibald."  Hid  Be 

the  head  of  Ave  or  six  soldiera.  condiirlini  Ihe  two  extviuioner.  "beinfi,  aa  yonder  man  muttolr  Al 

Philipsona,  whose  arms  were  tied  down  with  cords.  iMhwn  (if  »f  n!V  and  anirehenaion,  lonka  he  not  i^ 

"Approach  nie  a  chair,"  said  ih«  Governor,  and  aword  and  headamanl    AiaoRdly  that  piinMi  i^ 

took  his  place  prarelv  beaido  a  lublr,  on  which  stood  prehenda  as  iniich.  and  being  M  composed  aa  he  a 

wnlinamatciials.        Who  nro  these  ineii,  Kilian,  and  under  such  conviction,  itahow^him  la  beanobMBU 

wliereforoarelbcy  bound'?"  by  blood,  or  may  I  myself  never  vinnobililfr' 

"Sopleafeyour  cicellpncy,"  Raid  Kihnn.  with  >  "  Our  masiRr  will  come  la  compnimiwfnIhMl 
deepre^pecloimnnncr,  which  entirely  diHered  from  judK"  rallied  Kyinn;  "he  lookaamllinRlirainn- 
Ihe  lone,  appraaching  to  familiirilv,  wilh  wliich  he  Never  Iruat  In  me  then,"  said  ihe  mninKj^ 
eammunicaial  wiih  hia  master  in  private,  "we  lei  i  "  there  is  a  glance  in  Sir  Arehibald'a  eye  whta 
Ihoovil  it  well  thai  Iheie  two  siraiiftera  should  not  bptokena  blood,  as  lurcly  as  the  doR-alir  boda  pa- 
appear  armed  in  yuur grocioua  presenne;  and  when  llleiice." 
wu  requijvd  of  them  lo  surrender  their  weapniiaal  the  While  these  dependanta  of  Sir  Archibald  d<  Hi- 

Kle.Bsia  Iho  cmtomof  iheftarrison.  Ihis  vounRgal'  aenbadi  were  thus  conversing  apart,  their  muw 

It  must  needs  otlrr  resistance.    I  ailmit  Vic  gave  up  had  ensased  the  prisoners  in  a  long  train  of  cainitM 

his  weapon  at  his  father's  cominand."  jntem«niarie*  cuncerains  their  busineaa  in  Stnii^ 

"Itisfalwl'  ctclaimed  young  Philipson ;  but  his  land,  their  connexion  wiili  the  LandammsD,  and  w 

father  making  a  sisn  to  him  lobeailenl,  he  obeyed  causo  of  their  travelling  into  Burgundy,  lo  Ji  wua 

insianily.  the  senior  Philipson  gave  direct  and  plain  sr 

"Noble  sir,"  enid  ihe  elder  Pliilipson,  "wo  are   excepline  (o  the  last.    He ' —  "■ — 

angera,  and  unacauainied  wilh  the  rules  of  this  Ruixundv.  for  the  ptiipoMi 

adel,'  ire  are  Ensl|eliiiii'ri,  and  nnnccuatomed  to  were  at  the  disposal  of  Uie  I 

havei'icuie  foru",  when  wefoundouraflves,  wiihoi.,    ,„ ,„ .^ 

any  explanaiiun  uf  the  cause,  nidely  seized  on  by  we  busineaa  wilh  tlie  Duke  waa  of  a  nnnte  aamfi 

knew  not  whom.     My  son,  who  is  yoimi  and  un-  reapeciing  aomc  particular  inatteia  of  eommackf. 

thinking,  did  parlly  draw  hia  weapon,  buldeniated  at  which  others  as  well  sa  ha  himidf  wereinlcftsM 


.  —    K -.  — last.    He  wna  eoinfthe  •akluii 

this  Ruixundy.  for  the  ptiipoMi  of  his  traMe—hiMrm 
of  the  Hovernor,  who  mipitll; 
of  them,  as  ha  might  be  diifSM 


wiihonl  havins  aliofgtiu. „  .,  „, 

le«8  made  a  blow.    For  myaett  I  am  caie  ihe  affair 

ccuetonwd  to  •uhmil  to  the  lawa  and  Governor,  that 

IS  couDlne*  in  which  I  tralBc:  lamin  his  own  person  or  mat  ot  I 

of  Ihe  Duke  of  Buiifundy,  and  I  know  displeasure  would  he  the  in 


, . -.  . —  ~,—.^  .  — ,   v,.,r  ,„.:  u,,.,, ,  D„u  ..»  y.^^mjeA  H  ■moglj  »d  ito  1 

■  merchant,  nccuetonwd  to  •ubmil  to  the  lawa  and    Governor,  that  if  he  ahould  wiatsin  any  gai«i|i  • ' 
ifofths  couDlmsin  whiobi  tralBc:  lamin    his  own  person  or  ihai  of  his  aon,  liiaDok^sMiM  ' 


...  ..idanlly  much  M r— 

of  hia  prisoner,  and  MM  iMa 

-:.i.   .1.-   ]ji,t,lf^  hi,  ,„Tr-^'^ 

ifficulty.    Pbibp 


Ifenrnothinj  while  under  hia  banner."  once  held  council 

"  Hem  !  Meni !"   replied  Do  Hagenhacb,  a  htile  oracle  in  cases  of  i 

disconcerted  by  the  EnKlishman's  cantpniurc,  and  readily  surrendered  to  ibo  Goveniat  a  lisl  or  iataa 

perhaps  raco  I  lectin  a.  that,  unless  his  passions  were  of  his  merchandise,  whidi  was  of  aitmririMa«U 

awakened,  (ae  in  ilie  case  of  tlie  Swiaa,  whom  he  raster,  that  Sir  Archibald  absolnldv ^oUidowJH 

detested,)  Charles  of  Burgundy  dcservi-.l  the  oharic-  AOcr  nmaining  indeepnKdilation  Araonatia^ai 

ter  uf  a  juat  though  severe prinro,—"  Fan  wordi  are  raised  hishead  and  spoketbusi—                          T^ 

well,  but  hardly  makeainendi  for  foul  actions.    You  "  You  must  be  wsllawara,  Sir  Herehanl.  Ail  jfr 

nnve  drawn  sword*  in  not,  and  opposition  in  the  flic  Duke  a  pleasure  tbal  no  Swiaa mareliadHsp' 

Uuke'a  soldfers,  when  obeying  ihe  mandates  which  pan  throuBh  hia  terrilorica)  and  ibaL  DawMM 

rt'ifulni,'  ilioii' watch.  you  having  been,  byyugrowa  aeeonai  aoOtliM* 

answered  Piiillpspii,  "  ihiaia  a  severe  thai  country,  and  ha*in»lw>  aocompaniMl  bHT* 

...a  moat  naiural  action.  But,  in  a  word  men  calliiu)  ibeinaBlveBSwiaaDepnlK^Iaioeadf^ 

<u  srs  diivoied  to  be  rigorQus,  the  siinpl«  actum  of  iied  lo  behave  thai  Ibeaa  v^uable  anioha  an  no* 
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the  pnmetty  of  thoae  par«onfl|  then  oft  single  indivi- 
dMl  of  10  poor  an  appeaninoe  es  youndf,  and  that 
ahoald  I  demaod  jpeenniary  satiafaction,  inree  hun- 
dnd  pieces  of  gold  would  not  be  ait  extravagant  fine 
tor  ao  bold  a  practice;  and  yon  might  wander  where 
70s  will  witn  the  rest  of  your  waresi  00  you  bring 
them  not  into  Buigundv." 

"  But  it  is  to  BumuKiy,  and  to  the  Duke's  presence, 
that  I  am  ezpressly  bound,"  said  the  Englishman. 
"If  I  go  not  thither  my  journey  is  wrecked,  and  the 
Duke's  displeasure  is  certain  to  light  on  those  who 
may  moLsit  me.  Fori  make  your  excellency  aware, 
that  your  gracious  Prince  already  knows  of  my  jow- 
ney,  and  will  make  atrict  inquiry  where  and  by  wnom 
I  bate,  been  intercepted." 

Again  the  Governor  was  silent,'  endeavouring  10 
dscide  how  be  might  best  reconcile  the  gratification 
of  his  rapacity  with  precaution  for  his  safiHir*  After 
a  few  minuter  consideration  he  again  addressed  his 
prisoner. 

"  Thou  art  very  positive  in  thy  tale,  my  good  friend ; 
but  my  orders  are  equally  so  to  exclude  merchandiae 
coming  from  Switzerlaiid.  What  if  I  put  thy  nnile 
and  baggage  muler  arrest  V* 

"I  csnnot  withstand  your  power,  my  lord,  to  do 
what  yon  will.  I  will  in  that  case  go  to  the  Duke's 
footstool,  and  do  my  errand  there." 

"  Ay,  and  mjr  errand  also."  anawered  the  Governor. 
"That  is,  thou  wilt  carry  thy  complaint  to  the  Duke 
againat  the  Governor  ofXa  Ferette,  for  executing  his 
ordns  too  strictlyT* 

*'0n  mv  life  and  honest  word."  answered  the  Eng- 
nsbman,  I  will  make  no  complaint.  Leave  me  but 
my  readrmoney,  without  which  1  can  hardly  travel 
to  the  Duke's  court,  and  I  will  look  no  more  after 
ihaM  goods  and  wares  than  the  atag  looks  after  the 
antlers  which  he  shed  last  year." 

Again  the  Governor  of  La  Ferette  looked  doubtful, 
and  shook  bis  fkead. 

"Men  in  such  n  ease  aa  yours,"  he  said,  "cannot 
be  tmsted.  nor,  to  say  truth,  is  it  reasonable  to  expect 
they  should  be  trustworthy.  These  same  warel,  de- 
■gned  for  the  Duke^a  private  hand,  in  what  do  they 
consistt" 
"They  are  under  aeal,'*  replied  the  Englishman. 
"  They  are  olrare  value,  doubtless  V*  continued  the 
Governor. 

"I  cannot  tell,"  answered  the  elder  Philipson ;  "I 
know  the  Dnke  sets  great  store  by  them.  But  your 
excellency  knows,  that  great  princes  sometimes 
place  a  high  value  on  triflek" 

** Bear  yon  them  about  yon?"  ssid  the  Governor. 
"Tike  heed  how  you  answer— Look  around  you  on 
theae  enginesL  which  can  bring  a  dumb  man  to  apeak, 
and  oonaidcr  I  have  the  power  to  employ  them ! ' 

"And  I  the  oourajne  to  so|>port  their  wont  inffie- 
tioQ,"  answersd  Philipson,  vrith  the  same  impenetre- 
ble  ooolneea  which  be  had  maintained  throughout 
the  whole  oonfersaee. 

"Bemember,  also,"  said  Hagenbach,  "that  I  can 
havs  yoor  person  aearched  aa  thoroughly  as  your 
mails  and  bodgatai" 

"  I  do  remember  that  I  am  wholly  in  thy  power ; 
and  that  I  may  leave  thee  no  excuse  fBr  employing 
force  on  a  peaceful  traveller,  I  will  own  to  you^"  said 
Philipaon,  **that  I  have  the  Duke's  packet  m  the 
bosom  of  my  doublet." 
"Bring  it  forth,"  answered  the  Governor. 
"  My  hands  are  tied,  both  in  honour  and  literally," 
aaki  tfa€  Engliabman. 

"Pluck  it  firom  his  bosom,  Killian,"  said  Sir  ArchU 
baldj  "let  us  see  this  gear  he  talks  of." 

"Could  resistance  avail,"  replied  the  stout  mer- 
chant, '*  yon  ahonld  pluck  forth  my  heart  first.  But 
I  pray  all  who  are  preaent  to  obaerve,  that  the  senls 
tre  every  one  whole  and  unbroken  at  thta  moment 
when  it  is  forcibly  taken  from  my  person." 

Aa  he  spoke  thus  he  looked  around  on  the  soldten, 

whooepressnce  DeHagenbach  had  perhaps  forgotten. 

"  How.  dog  1"  aaid  Srr  Archibald,  giving  way  to  his 

passion,  ^*  woald  you  stir  up  mutiny  among  my  men- 

tt«arma7— KHian,  let  the  soldi^  wait  without." 

So  saying,  be  hastily  placed  under  cover  of  his  own 
robe  the  small  but  remarkably  weU-secored  i»ok«c 


which  KiUan  had  taken  t^pm  the  merchant's  parson. 
The  soldiera  withdrew,  lingering  hovrever,  and  look- 
ing back,  like  children  brought  away  from  a  abow 
before  its  final  concluaion. 

"So, fellow r'  again  bmn  De  Hagenbach,  "we 
are  now  more  private.  Wilt  thou  deal  more  on* the 
level  with  me,  and  tell  me  what  thia  packet  is,  and 
whence  it  comes  1" 

"  Could  all  your  garrison  oe  crowded  into  thia  room, 
I  can  only  answer  as  before.^The  contents  I  do  not 
precisely  know— -the  person  by  whom  it  was  sent  I 
am  determined  not  to  name. 

"Perhaps  your  son,"  said  the  Governor,  "may  be 
more  compliant." 

"He  cannot  tell  you  that,  of  which  he  is  himself 
ignorant."  answered  the  merchant 

"  Percnanoe  the  reck  may  make  you  both  find  your 
tonguea ;— and  we  will  try  it  on  the  young  fellow  nnt, 
Kilian,  nnce  thou  knowest  we  have  seen  men  shrink 
from  b^olding  the  wrenched  joints  of  their  ehUdrsn, 
that  would  have  committed  their  own  old  ainewa  to 
the  stretching  vrith  much  endurance." 

"You  may  make  the  trial,"  aaid  Arthur,  "and 
Heaven  will  give  me  strength  to  endure^'—-. 

"And  me  equrage  to  behold,"  added  hie  father. 

All  this  while  the  Governor  waa  turning  and  re- 
turning the  little  packet  in  hie  hand,  corioualy  inspect- 
ing every  fold,  and  regretting,  doubtlere,  m  asost, 
that  a  few  patches  of  wax,  placed  under  an  envelope 
of  ^mson  satin,  and  bgatures  of  twisted  silk  ooni, 
should  prevent  his  eager  eyea  from  aaoertaining  the 
nature  of  the  treasure  wbieb  he  doubted  not  it  con- 
cealed. At  length  he  again  called  in  the  soldiers,  and 
delivered  up  the  two  prisonen  to  their  charge,  eom- 
mandiiur  that  they  ahoold  be  kept  safely,  and  m  sepa- 
rate hows,  and  that  the  father,  in  particular,  ahould 
be  most  carefully  looked  afrer. 

"I  take  you  aU  here  to  witness,"  exclaimed  the  ci- 
der Philipson.  despising  the  menacing  sinna  of  Oe 
Hagenbach,  "that  the  Governor  detamsfrom  me  a 
packet,  addressed  to  his  most  gracious  lord  and  ma»- 
ter,  the  Dukt  of  Burgundy." 

De  Hagenbach  actually  foamed  at  the  mouth  with 
passion. 

"And  should  I  not  detain  it  1"  he  exclaimed  in  a 
voice  inarticulate  with  rage.  "May  there  not  be 
aome  foul  practice  against  the  life  of  our  most  gra- 
cious sovereign  by  poison  or  otherwise,  in  this  somii- 
cioos  packet,  brought  bv  a  moat  suspicioua  bearer  f 
Have  we  never  heard  o/poispns  which  do  tbeit  woik 
by  the  smell  7  And  shall  we,  who  keep  the  gats^  as  I 
may  aay,  of^his  Grace  of  Burgundy's  dominions,  givt 
access  to  what  may  rob  Europe  of  ita  pride  of  chivalry. 
Buraundy  of  its  prfnoe,  and  Flanders  of  her  ftiherl 
—No !  Away  with  these  miscreants,  soldiers— down 
to  the  lowest  dungeons  with  them— keep  them  sem* 
rate,  and  watch  them  carsfuUy.  This  trsaaonaDle 
practice  has  been  meditated  with  the  connivance  of 
Berne  end  Soleore.'^ 

Thua  Sir  Archibald  de  Hagenbach  nved^  with  n 
raised  voiA  and  inflamed  ooontenanoe^  laahing  bian- 
aelf  aa  it  were  into  passion,  until  the  steps  of  the  sol- 
diera, and  the  daah  of  their  arma,  as  thev  rsttred  with 
the  iNrisoners,  who  were  no  longer  audible.  Hiscom- 
plexion,  when  thesenad  oeassd,  wssed  paler  thafr 
was  natural  to  him--his  brow  wss  fonowed  with 
anxious  wrinUee— and  his  voice  became  lower  and 
more  hesitating  than  ordinary,  aa,  turning  to  hii 
eequif^  he  aaid,  "  Kilian,  we  Stand  upoii  a  ilippery 

Elank,  with  a  nging  torrent  beneath  u^^vVhat  is  to 
e  done  V* 

"Mairy.  to  move  forward  with  a  resolved  yet  pru- 
dent step,"  snswered-  the  crafty  Kiliaq.  "It  ia  an* 
lucky  that  all  these  fellows  should  have  ssen  the 
packet,  and  heaid  ths  appeal  of  yonder  iron-nerved 
trader.  But  thin  HI  lock  has  befallen  us,  and  the 
packet  having  been  in  your  Bxeallencv'a  bands,. von 
will  havn  all  the  credit  of  having  breken  the  smlst 
for,  though  you  leave  them  as  entire  aa  thermomtet 
tbey  were  inqpressed,  it  will  only  be  supposed  QMJf 
bnve  been  ingeniously  rsnlacfed.  Lot  u»Me  what  are 
the conisDts^  before  w« determine  what  li  tote  dOM 
with  them.  Tbey  must  be  of  rare  vahis^  smoe  tM 
churl  merchant  was  well  oontanted  to  lenve  babodiii 
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his  rich  mule^ft-Ioad  of  roercbandiBa»  so  that  this  pre- 
cioos  packet  might  paas  unexamined." 

"Toef  may  be  pajiers  on  some  political  matter. 
Many  such,  and  of  high  importance,  pass  secretly  be- 
tween Ed  ward  of  England  and  our  bold  Duke."  wuch 
was  the  reply  of  De  Hagenbacb. 

**  If  they  be  papers  of  consequence  to  the  Duke^'' 
answered  Kilian,  "  we  ccn  forward  them  to  Dtjon.~ 
Or  they  may  be  such  as  Louis  of  France  would  pur- 
chase with  their  weight  of  gold." 

"For  shame,  Kilian,"  said  the  Knight;  "wonldst 
-  thou  have  me  betray  my  master's  ascrets  to  the  King 
of  France  1    Sooner  would  I  lay  my  head  on  the 
block." 

"  Indeed  ?  And  yet  your  excellency  hesitates  not 
to" 

Here  the  tamre  stopped,  apparently  for  fear  of  ^Ting 
omnee,  by  affixing  a  name  tiso  broad  and  intelugible 
to  the  practices  of  his  pairon. 

"  To  plunder  the  Duke,  thou  wouldst  say.  thou  im- 
pudent slave'?  And,  saying  so,  thou  wouldst  be  as 
dull  as  thou  art  wont  to  te,"  answared  De  Hagen- 
bacb. "  I  partake,  indeed,  in  the  plunder  which  the 
Duke  takes  from  aliens ;  and  reason  good.  Even  so 
the  hound  and  the  hawk  have  their  share  of  the  quarry 
they  bring  down— ay,  and  the  lion's  share,  too,  unless 
the  huntsflian  or  falconer  be  all  the  nearer  to  them. 
Such  art  the  perquisites  of  my  rank;  and  the  Duke, 
who  placed  me  here  for  the  gratification  of  his  resent- 
ment, and .  tbr  hettering  of  my  fortune,  does  not 
grudge  them  to  a  faithfoTservant.  Aind,  indeed,  I  may 
term  myself^  in  so  far  aa  this  territory  of  La  Ferette 
extends,  the  Duke's  full  representative,  or,  as  it  may 
be  termed,  Auva  Ego — and,  thsreupon,  I  will  open 
this  packeL  which,  being  addressed  to  him,  is  theieby 
equally  addressed  to  me. 

Having  th*ia  in  a  manner  talked  himself  up  to  an 
idea  of  his  own  high  authority,  he  cut  the  strings  of 
the  packet  which  he  had  all  this  while  held  in  his 
hand,  and.  undoing  the  outer  coverings,  produced  a 
vary  small  case  made  of  aandal-wood. 

The  contents,"  he  aaid,  "had  need  to  be  valuable, 
as  they  lie  iiMo  little  compass." 

So^sayins  he  pressed  the  spring,  and  the  casket, 
upeatngt  diq>]syed  a  necklace  of  diamonds,  dis- 
tmgoisned  by  brilliancy  and  aze,  and  apparently  of 
aztraordinaiy  value.  The  eyes  of  the  avariaous 
Governor,  and  bis  no  less  rapacious  attendant,  were 
80  dazz^  with  the  unusual  splendour,  that  for  some 
time  they  could  express  nothing  save  joy  and  snipiise. 

"  Ay,  marry,  sir,"  said  Kilian,  "  the  obstinate  old 
knave  bad  reasons  for  his  hardihood.  My  own  joints 
should  have  ttood  a  strain  or  two  ate  I  surrendered 
■uch  sparklers  aa  these.— -And  aow,  Sir  Archibald, 
mav  your  trusty  follower  ask  you  how  this  booty  is  to 
be  divided  between  the  Duke  and  his  Govonor^  ac- 
cording to  the  moat  appproved  rules  of  gamaon 
towns!" 

"Faith,  we  will  soppoae  the  gairiaon  stormed, 
Kilian  :  and  in  a  storm,  thon  knowst,  the  first  finder 
takea  all— with  due  consideration  always  of  his  tmsty 
followefB."  ^ 

"  As  myseU;  for  example,"  said  Kilian. 

*  Ay,  and  myseU;  for  example,"  answerod  a  voioa, 
Which  aounded  like  the  echo  of  the  esquire's  words, 
from  the  remote  comer  of  the  ancient  apartmenL 

"  'Sdeath  I  we  are  overheard,"  exobimed  the  Go- 
vvnor,  starting  and  laying  his  hand  on  hia  dagger. 

''Only  by  a  faithfbl  follower,  aa  the  worthy  asquire 
observca,"  said  the  executioner,,  moving  slowly  for- 
ward, 

"Villatil,  how  didst  thou  dare  watch  mar'  aaid  Sir 
Aiehibaki  de  Hagenbacb. 

"Trouble  not  yourself  for  that,  air,"  said  KSian. 

Honest  Stemirnhen  has  no  lonme  to  speak,  or  ear 
to  hear,  save  according  to  joor  pUisura  Indeed,  we 
most  abortly  have  taken  him  into  our  ooonaela  seeing 
thase  men  most  be  dealt  upon,  and  that  speedily." 

"IndMdl"  said  Oe^HagsOaeh;  "I  had  thought 
ttiey  might  be  sparsd. 

*;To  tell  the  Duke  of  Bunjondy  how'the  Goveraor 
01  La  Ferette  aoeoonta  to  dm  treaaoTBr  for  the  dotisa 
ggfoiftiimia  at  his  eoatom-hooae  T*  «ii»mtndfld 


*"Tis  tme,"  said  the  Knight;  "dead  men  haw 
neithn  teeth  nor  tongue— they  bite  not,  and  thev  tdl 
no  tales.  Thou  wilt  take  order  with  them,  Scnarf- 
geridlter." 

"I  will,  my  lord."  answered  the  cntecutioner,  ''oa 
condition  that,  if  this  be  in  the  way  of  daoipsoo  ex- 
ecution, which  I  call  cellar  practice,  my  pnvilege  lo 
claim  nobility  shall  be  saved  and  resetved  to  me,  and 
the  execution  shsU  he  declared  to  l^  aa  efiactnisl  i» 
my  claim,  as  it  might  have  been  if  the  blow  had  beea 
dcMt  in  broaa  daylight,  with  my  hoooorable  biada  of 
office." 

•  De  Hagenbacb  stared  at  the  executioner,  as  notaa' 
derstandmg  what  he  meant ;  on  which  Kiltaa  took 
occasion  to  explain,  that  the  Scharfgeriehier  wai 
strongly  impressed,  finom  the  free  and  dauntlesB  eoa- 
duct  of^the  elder  priaoner,  that  he  was  a  man  of  neMs 
blood,  from  whose  decapitation  he  would  himaelf  de* 
rive  all  the  advantaj^es  proposed  to  the  headaman  who 
should  execute  his  function  on  nine  men  of  " 


ous  extraction. 

"  He  may  be  right,"  said  Sir  Archibakl,  **for  here  n 
a  slip  of  parchment,  comaeodinn;  the  bearer  of  thit 
carcanet  to  the  Duke,  desiring  him  to  aceipt  it  aaa 
true  tolMn  from  one  well  known  to  him,  and  to  give 
the  bearer  full  credence  in  all  that  he  ahBoki  aay  on  ths 
pa^  of  those  by  whom  he  is  sent." 

"By  whom  is  the  note  signed,  if  I  may  makabaU 
to  ask  1'  said  Kilian. 

"There  ia  no  nama— the  Duke  muat  be  amwasdli 
collect  that  information  from  thegema,  orponapstht 
handwriting." 

"On  neitncr  of  which  be  is  likely  to  have  a  ttesdj 
oraormnity  of  exercising  his  ingenuity,"  aasd  KtHn. 

De  Hagenbacb  looked  at  the  diaroonda,  atd  waaki 
darkly.  The  ScharfJKerichter,  eaoonra^ed  by  the  b- 
miliarity  into  whwh  oa  had  in  a  manner  totced  hiaa- 
self,  letumed  to  his  plea,  and  insisted  on  the  nohOitr 
of  the  supposed  merchant.  Such  a  tltnt,  and  aneh  a 
letter  of  unlimited  credence,  oooid  never,  he 


teadid,  be  intrusted  to  a  man  meanly  bom.* 

"Thou  art  deceived,  thou  fool,"  nhid  the  Kni|^ ; 
"Kings  now  use  the  lowest  toola  to  do  their  iliiii 
officea.  Louis  has  aet  the  example  of  potting  Mm 
barber,  and  the  valets  of  his  chamber,  to  do  tbawwk 
formeny  intrusted  to  dukes  and  peera;  and  other 
monarcns  begin  to  think  that  it  is  better,  in  cbooaiac 
their  agents  for  important  afiairs,  to  jad0B  rather  by 
the  qoality  of  nlen's  tains  than  that  of  their  blood. 
And  aa  for  the  atately  look  and  bold  bearing  whseh 
distinftuisb  yondef^eUow  in  the  eyes  oC  ciateua  liks 
thee^  It  belong  to  his  country,  not  hta  tmnk.  TVm 
think'st  it  is  m  England  aa  in  Flanders^  where  a  eiiy- 
bred  boigfaer  of  Ghent,  Lim,  or  Yprea,  is  aa  diatioei  aa 
animal  from  a  knight  of  Hainault,  as  a  Flandeis  ww> 
gbn  horse  from  a  Spaniah  jennet.  But  thou  ait  de> 
ceived.  '  England  haa  mainr  a  merchant  aa  haaghty 
of  heart,  and  aa  prompt  of  hand,  aa  anir  noUu  Kma 
son  of  her  rich  boaom.  Btot  be  tiot  directed,  thsa 
foolish  man ;  do  thy  buainess  well  on  thw  mTHiiH 
and  we  shallpreasntly  have  on  our  handa  the  Lsa^ 
damman  of  unterwalden,  who.  though  a  ehoil  bf  Mi 
choice,  is  yet  a  nobleman  by  blood,  and  ahaU,  faf^lil 
wall-deserved  death,  aki  thee  to  get  rid  of  the 
sioimh  which  thou  ait  so  weary  of." 

"Were  not  your  excellency  better  Mioani 
men'a  fote,"  said  Kilian,  till  yoo  hear  soawtU^  sf 
them  trom  the  Swiss  prisoners  whom  we  shall  pR- 
aently  have  in  ooriwwer?" 

"Be  it  as  you  will,"  said  H^enbach,  vraviagbs 
hand,  as  if  putting  aside  aome  disagreeable  la^ 
"  But  let  all  be  finished  ere  1  hear  of  it  again." 

The  atem  aatellices  bowed  obedience,  and  thadssdly 
conclave  broke  up ; .  their  chief  carafimy 


tbtfvaliiable  gems,  which  ha  waa  wilhnir  to 
at  the  expenae  of  treachery  to  the  aovcreigB  m 
employment  he  had  enlisted  himseU^  aa  wdl 
blood  of  two  innocent  men.  Yet  with  a  wi 
of  mind  not  onoommon  to  great  criminala,  he 
from  Aa  thooghta  of  hia  own  baasoeaa  and  cnidii; 


*  Loois  XI.  WM  probahly  th»  ItnA 
■ride  all  alfeeiation  of  dtewioK  bit 
Bobnity.    H»  oHm  ilseed  oMaor 
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and  endeavoured  to  banish  the  feeling  of  diahonour 
ftom  his  mind,  by  devolving  the  inunediate  execntion 
of  hia  villany  upon  his  subordinate  agents. 


CHAPTER  XV. 
AoA  Chii  pUcB  our  forefaUMn  built  for  man  i-Oid  Ftcy. 

Tbb  dungeon  in  which  the  younger  Philipson  was 
immured,  was  one  of  those  gloomy  caverns  which 
cry  shame  on  the  inhumanity  of  our  ancestors.  They 
■Bern  to  have  been  almost  insensib|ci  to  the  distinction 
betwixt  innocence  and  guilt,  as  rae  consequences  of 
mere  accusation  must  have  been  far  more  severe  in 
those  days,  than  is  in  our  own  that  species  of  im- 
prisonment which  is  adjudged  as  an  espress  punish- 
ment for  crime. 

The  cell  of  Arthur  Philipson  was  of  considerable 
length,  but  dark  and  narrow,  and  dug  out  of  the  so- 
lid rock  upon  which  the  tower  was  founded.  A  small 
lamp  was  allowed  him,  not,  however,  without  some 
grumbhng,  but  his  arms  were  still  kept  bound ;  and 
when  he  asked  for  a  dmnght  of  water,  one  of  the 
grim  satellites,  by  whom  he  was  thrust  into  this  cell, 
answered  surlily,  that  be  might  endure  hia  thirst  for 
all  the  time  his  life  was  likely  to  last— a  gloomy  re- 
sponse, which  augured  that  his  privations  would  con- 
tmue  as  long  as  his  life,  yet  neither  be  of  long  dura- 
tion. By  the  dim  lamp  he  had  groped  his  way  to  a 
bench,  or  rough  seat,  cut  in  the  rock ;  and,  as  his 
eyes  gotgradualiv  accustomed  to  the  obscurity  of  the 
region  in  which  he  was  immured,  he  became  aware 
oi  a  ghastly  cleft  in  the  floor  of  bis  dungeon,  some- 
what maembling  the  opeding  of  a  draw-well,  but 
irregular  in  aperture,  and  apparentlv  the  mouth  of  a 
^If  of  Nature's  conformation,  sli^tly  assisted  by 

e  labour  of  human  art. 

"Here,  then,  is  my  death-bed,"  he  said,  "and  that 

tlf  perhaps  the  grave  which  yawns  for  my  remains ! 
.  av,  I  have  heard  of  prisoners  being  plunged  into 
such  horrid  abysses  while  they  were  yet  alive,  to  die 
at  ieieure,  crushed  with  wounds,  their  groans  unheard, 
at>d  their  fate  unpitied !" 

He  approached  his  head  to  the  dismal  carity,  and 
beard,  aa  at  a  great  depth,  the  socind  of  a  sullen,  and, 
as  it  seemed,  subterranean  stream.  The  sunless 
waves  appeared  murmuring  for  their  victim.  Death 
is  dreadful  at  all  ages;  but  in  the  first  springtide  of 
youth,  with  all  the  feelings  of  enjoament  afloat,  and 
eager  for  gratification,  to  be  snatched  forcibly  from 
the  banquet  to  which  the  individual  has  but  just  sat 
down,  is  peculiarly  appalling,  even  when  the  change 
comes  in  the  ordinary  course  of  nature.  But  to  sit, 
like  young  Philipson,  on  the  brink  of  the  subtpiranean 
abyss,  and  ruminate  in  horrid  doubt  concerning  the 
mode  in  which  death  was  to  be  inflicted,  was  a  situ- 
ation which  might  break  the  spirit  of  the  boldest ;  and 
the  unfortunate  captive  was  wholly  unable  to  sup- 
preae  the  natural  teare  that  flowed  from  his  eyes  in 
toirente,  and  which  his  bound  arms  did  not  permit 
him  to  wipe  away.  We  have  already  noticed,  that 
although  a  gallant  young  man  in  aught  of  dangtf 
which  was  to  be  faced  ana  overcome  by  active  exer- 
tion, the  youth  waa  strongly  imaginative,  and  sanai- 
tivo  to  a  powerful  extent  to  all  those  exaftgera lions, 
which,  in  a  situation  of  helpless  uncertainty,  fancy 
lands  to  distract  the  soul  of  him  who  must-snssively 
expect  an  appmaching  evil. 

Vet  the  feelings  of  Arthur  Philipson  were  not 
eelfiah.  They  revert^  to  his  father,  whose  just  and 
noble  character  was  as  much  formed  to  attract  vene- 
ration, aa  his  unceasing  paternal  care  and  afleetion  to 
excite  love  and  gratitude.  He,  too.  waa  in  the  hands 
of  remorseless  villains,  who  were  determined  to  con- 
ceal lobboy  by  secret  aaurdei^he,  too,  undaunted  in 
ao  many  dangers,  resolute  in  so  many  encounlrrs, 
lay  bound  and  defenceless,  exposed  to  the  dagger  of 
the  meanest  stabber.  Arthur  remembered,  too,  the 
giddy  peak  of  the  rock  near  (Seierstein,  and  the  grim 
vulture  which  claimed  him  as  Its  prey.  Hepawas  no 
angel  to  burst  through  the  mist,  and  manhai  himnn 
a  path  of  safety— here  the  daricneas  was  subterranean 
and  eternal  aaving  when  the  captive  should  behold 
the  knife  of  the  ruffian  flasb>  against  the  lamp,  which 


lent  him  light  to  aim  the  fatal  blow.  This  agony  of 
mind  laated  until  the  feclitigs  of  the  unhappy  prisoner 
arose  to  ecstasy.  He  started  up,  and  atruggled  ao 
hard  to  free  himself  of  his  bonds,  that  it  seemed  they 
should  have  fallen  from  him  as  from  the  arms  of  the 
mii^ty  Nazarene.  But  the  cords  were  of  too  film  a 
texture:  and,  after  a  violent  and  unavailing  struggle, 
in  which  the  ligatures  seemed  to  enter  his  flesh,  the 
prisoner  lost  his  balance,  and,  while  the  feeling 
thrilled  through  him  that  he  was  tumbling  back  wait! 
into  the  subterranean  abyss,  he  fell  to  the  ground 
with  great  force. 

Fortunately  he  escaped  the  danger  which  in  his 
Bgonv  he  apixehended,  out  so  narrowly,  that  his  head 
struck  against  the  low  and  broken  fence  with  which 
the  mouth  of  the  horrible  pit  was  partly  surrounded. 
Here  he  Isy  stunned  and  motionless,  and,  as  the  lamp 
was  extinguished  in  his  fall,  immeread  in  absolute 
and  total  darkness.  Re  was  recalled  to  sensation  by 
a  jarring  noise. 

"  They  come— they  come— the  murderere  !  Oh, 
Lady  of  Mercy !  and  oh,  gracious  Heaven,  foigive  my 
tranKressionsr* 

He  looked  up,  and  observed  will)  dazzled  eyes,  that 
n  dark  form  approached  him,  with  a  knife  in  one 
hand,  and  a  torch  in  the  other.  He  might  well  have 
•eemed  the  man  who  was  to  do  the  ISsl  deed  upon 
the  unhappy  prisoner,  if  he  had  come  alone.  Bat  he 
came  not  alone— his  torch  gleamed  upon  the  white 
dress  of  a  female,  which  was  so  much  illuminated  by 
it.  that  Arthur  could  discover  a  form,  and  had  even  a 
glimpse  of  features,  never  to  be  forgotten,  though  now 
seen  under  circumstances  least  of  all  to  be  ezpectcd. 
The  prisoner's  unutterable  astonishment  impressed 
him  with  a  degree  of  awe  which  overcame  even  his 
p^TsonaJ  fear—"  Can  these  things  be  T  was  his 
muttered  reflection ;  "  has  she  really  the  power  of  an 
elementary  spirit  1  baa  she  conjured  up  this  earth- 
like and  dark  demon  to  concur  with  her  in  my  deli- 
verance ?" 

It  appeared  as  if  his  guess  were  real ;  for  the  figure 
in  black,  giving  the  light  to  Anne  of  Geieratein.  or  at 
least  the  form  which  bore  her  perfect  resemblance, 
stooped  over  the  prisoner,  and  cut  the  cord  that 
bound  his  arms,  with  so  much  despatch,  that  it  seemed 
as  if  it  fell  from  his  person  at  a  touch.  Arthur's  first 
attempt  to  arise  was  unsuccessful,  and  a  second  time 
it  was  the  hand  of  Anne  of  Geieratein— a  living  hand, 
sensible  to  touch  a^  to  sight— which  sided  to  raise 
and  to  support  him,  as  it  had  formerly  done  when  the 
tormented  watera  of  the  river  thundered  at  their  feet. 
Her  touch  produced  aiff  effect  far  btovond  that  of  the 
slight  personal  aid  which  the  maiden  a  strength  could 
have  rendered.'  Courage  vvas  restored  to  m»  heart, 
vigour  and  animation  to  his  benumbed  and  broised 
limbs;  such  influence  does  the  human  mind,  when 
excited  to  energy,  possess  over  the  infirmities  of  the 
human  body.  He  was  about  to  address  Anne  in  ac- 
centftof  the  deepest  gratitude.  But  the  accents  died 
away  on  hia  tongue,  when  the  myaterious  female, 
laying  btt-  finger  on  her  lipa,  made  him  a  aign  to  be 
silent,  and  at  the  same  time  beckoned  him  to  follow 
her.  He  obeyed  in  silent  amazement.  They  passed 
the  entrance  of  the  melancholy  dungeon,  and  through 
one  or  two  short  but  ii)trica$e  passages^  which,  cut 
out  of  the  rock  in  some  places,  and  ouilt  in  others 
with  hewn  alone  of  the  same  kind,  prohablvled  to 
holds  similar  to  that  in  which  Arthur  was  so  lately  a 
captive. 

The  recollection  that  bis  father  might  be  immured 
in  some  such  horrid  cell  as  he  himself  had  just  Quit- 
ted, induced  Arthur  to  pause  as  they  reached  the  bot- 
tom of  a  small  winding  staircase,  which  conducted 
apperendy  from  this  region  of  the  ouBding.        -      . 

'*Coma,"  he  said,  "dearest  Anns^  lead  me  to  his 
deliverance!    I  must  not  leave  my  father." 

She  ahook  her  bead  impatiently,  and  beckoned 

him  on.  ^  i  ^  i.* 

"If  your  power  extends  not  to  save  my  fathoms  hfie, 
I  will  remain  and  sa%'e  him  or  die!— Anfie,  deaieat 

Anne  *       i  ,  ,.  ,  . 

She  answered  not,  but  her  compamon  replied,  in  a 
deep  vabe,  not  unsuitable  to  his  appearance,  "  Speak, 
young  man,  to  those  wl^o  are  permitted  to  answer 


ANNS  t»  OEIBRSTEIN. 


fpat  or  nlW,  ba  alaal,  lod  liiten  lo  my  tuatnic- 
MDv,  which  direcllotheimlireourwhich  caa  bring 
ibvfathcr  (o  fiwdom  and  ufriy." 

The)'  Handad  iha  aiiii.  Anas  of  QeienliiiB  gokDi 
flrali  wbilsAnbar.  who  (bllawgd,c]o«bsfaiiid,coaId 
not  help  tbinking  Ihat  her  foim  gave  eiiiience  to  a 
part  of  iba  Juhi  wbicb  her  sirmeni  reflected  from 
the  Urcb.  Iliia  was  probably  the  effect  of  iha  mper- 
is  belief  impraeeod  on  hia  mind  by  Rudolpb'a 


.  hieh  wa« 

■  place  and  aiuslior 


by  her  liuJden  > 

had  not  much  time,  however,  lo  ape 
appearance  or  demeanaur.  for  niau 
wilb  a  lishtar  pbc«  Iban  be  wai  obi 
follow  eloaely,  she  wm  no  lonaer  f 
hg  reached  the  landinR-place.     But  v 


,"  >aid  his  sable  guidi 


the  liabt.  and   aeiri 


"  Hera  lies  yo 

Philipaon  br  lh( 

lectrtt  the  oniinoua  looka  of  hn  condocior,  and  thai 
ha  wu  anntd  with  adas^Kr,  orknile.  which  he  could 
pluoge  of  a  audden  into  hiaboaom.  But  becould  noi 
brinit  hiniaelf  fa  dread  treachery  from  any  one  whom 
he  had  aeenin  compaoy  with  Anne  of  Oeieralein ;  and 

tolheguidanceofhiBcompanion,  whoadvanciid  with 
haaty  bui  lii;hL  fooiaispa,  and  caniionod  him  by  a 
whiner  to  do  the  aame. 
"(Kirjoumoy,"  heat  lenph  aaid.  "ende  here." 
A(  be  ipoke.  a  door  fiava  way  and  admitted  ibem 
IDIO  a  slootny  Oothic  aparimi^nt.  furniahed  with 
lartn  oaken  prasaaa,  apparently  filled  with  booka  and 
maniwcripl*.  Aa  Arthur  looked  round,  vsiih  eysa 
danlad  with  the  audden  nleani  of  day-liithl  fttun 
which  be  had  been  fur  aome  time  excluded,  the  door 
by  which  they  bad  entered  diaeppeared.  Thia,  bow- 
evar,  did  not  imitly  auipriae  him,  who  jiid)Eed  that, 
bamg  Ibrmed  in  appearance  lo  correapond  with  the 
prauaa  around  the  entrance  which  ihnr  had  uaed,  it 
could  not  u  hen  abut  be  diatioeuiahed  fmm  Ibem  ;  a 
devioe  aometiDiea  then  praaliaad.  aa  indeed  it  afieo  ia 
al  the  preaeni  day.  He  bad  uaw  a  full  view  of  bis 
'  ''  -  "-        '-■■         n  by  daylight,    '  '      ' 


ofaU 


any  of  thai  expnaaion 

ihapaniil  light  and  tha  aaalancboly 

in  the  riusann  bad  combined  lo  impnaa  on  i 

Tonw  nilipioa  once  more  bcealbed  with  uaedom, 
aa  one  awakoMd  frani  a  hidaoua  draam ;  artd  ihe 
Bopanuiiuial  qnalitie*  with  which  hia  imaginaiian 
bad  invaMod  Aone  of  Geietaiein  having  Mgun  lo 
Tiniafa,  be  addresasd  hia  deliverer  ihua:— "lliat  I 
may  tealify  my  tbaak^  holy  &iber,  where  they  are  ao 
aapaoally  due,  lei  ma  inquire  of  you  if  Anna  of  Geiai- 


"  Speak  of  that  which  pertaina  labour  houaa  and 

"Haat  tbouaoaoon  fijrgoi  thy  faihCT'Bdangerl" 
"By  beavena,  no  ["'replied  the  youth  ;  "lell  ma  bat 

bow  to  act  for  hia  deliverance,  and  (hou  abalt  aaa  how 

aeon  can  fishi  for  a  patenH" 
"It  ia  well,  for  it  ie  needful,"  aaid  (he  prieal.  "Don 

utw  ihia  Teatmaot  and  follow  me." 
Thaveatmenl  preaented  waa  the^wn  and  hood  of 

face,"  aakl  the  priest, 

'  ihou  an  under  a  vow.— Hay  Heaven  fotgiva 

of  ancfa  profane  diaaimulalion  I    Follow  mecloeeaoa 
near— bow ara  that  you  apeak  DOl." 

Tba  bonneae  of  diasuiae  waa  eoon  accompliabed. 
and  the  piieal  of  St.  Paul'a,  for  aueh  be  waa,  moTing 
on,  Anbar  followed  hbn  a  pace  or  Iwo  babind,  aaanm- 
r«U  aa  be  conld  the  modeai  aup  and  bumble 
'  I.  On  laaving  the  li- 
abort  alair,  be  fo^ 


"  Dnw  the  cowl  over  it 
Iwiila.   "      "'•■"■■"  ■" 


or  of  ■  annlual  novics 
alndf,  and  deaoendinB  a 


.  _  the  one  aide  of  which  losa  im 

chareta  of  Sl  PanP^  and  on  the  other  the  atecn  blad 
gale- houaa,  or  entranoa-lowar. 

"Follow  me,  Hdcliair,"  said  the  deep  touc  of  Ika 
Prieal  j  and  hia  keen  ana  were  at  the  aame  ume  fliii 
upon  llM  auppoaed  nonca,  with  a  look  which  inaunll) 
"idAnhurwai 


aaenaeoTluaaiiiialiaii. 


ilil,  having  nearir  sainol 

._-    -laflb  Ihe  guide  lupied  aGnipllT 

from  ibe  alieel,  ana  moving  northward  by  ~ 


lane,  reaehad  a  flwbtof  alepa,  which,  u 
lilied  lowna,  led  to  the  bainuelle,  «  — " 
M.rapel,  which  waaof  ibaold  Gothic 


a«a- 

ilkbchiDiltka 


Thenw 


buiibera.  wiih   _ 

firal  whom  they  paaai 

whiaperad  tone,  "Hol< 

"ll  holda,"  replied 

"DtoOrali 


aldillBrent  anels. 
lela  on  Ihe  w^a  t  butifaewaick. 
ill  hH  by  rendar  aoldien  bnl  by 
'-   Tlhairhani.   Tta 


,  _..,  _. „ ...e  fortificalioil. 

jarded  fortreai^  auch  a  point  ought  to  bare  had  a 
.._.!  r__  ;..  gpj(j^  proieciton,  hot  no  ooa  wat 


"I  feel  no  wearinwR  faibo.. 

anawered  Arthur  I  and  (he  duajiaer  il 
cbiaed  ahall  oat  beat  ma  in  aueB  a  wan." 

"Obeerve  then,"  replied  ihe  Black  Prieat  of  Sl 


jrleapT' 


Bcenda JO  a  am  all  aallyport. 
10  il-'The  ■allyport  la  barred  on  iba  iniadat  bitt  Ml 
locked.  It  will  give  you  aeeaaa  lo  iheiDOai,  whack  ia 
almoal  entirely  diy.  On  croaaing  it,  yon  will  Cad 
wwvtf  in  tbe  dtcuil  of  ibe  oula-  bamen.  Toamv 
entinda,  but  Ihey  will  not  aenTou  apeak  oal m 
'  It  make  yonr  war  over  tba  palaadaaajM 
irual  yon  ban  cUmb  o- iSiST-i  JS 


... eaatwaidi  but  bawara,  wbatahaU- 

wg  that  courae,  that  you  are  not  aaon  by  die  Bbiw- 
diu  Fiea  Companiona,  who  an  on  wateli  on  iha 
-n       -  .DdibaaaByrf 


a  body  pf  cavalry  L 

eaide,  that  apy  thai 
■>  I  o,Lii  k.  i,_4r,. 


>u  i  and  their  e)wa  an  iboaaijikt 
,"  aatd  1^  ycung  EoglUmiB. 
kel  a  path,  or  lat^  a  riM^ 


boil'  1  that  the«  mun  pnaa  oa  <  r 

wci.  I  aay  lo  Rudtdpb  DoDnabn. 

laaapecial.  tOatihaUIackPneMof  SaiolPanl'awri 
to  bMtow  upon  him  hia  bleaaiDg  at  the  oortliaaHl 
lypott.    Do*t  ihon  undkreund  me  V 
Perfectly,"  anawerad  thenung  man. 
"Rie  Priaat  of  Saint  Paid'i  tliea  piabad  avao  Or 
low-browed  gala  of  the  tumt,  and  Anbor  w^  aba' 
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to  precmitate  himself  down  the  stair  which  opened 
before  him. 

"Stay  yet  a  moment,"  eaid  the  priest,  "and  doff 
the  notice's  habit,  which  can  only  encumber  thee." 

Arthur  in  a  trice  threw  it  from  nim,.and  was  again 
about  to  start. 

*  Stay  yet  a  moment  longer,"  continued  the  Black 
Pnest.  "  Thw  gown  may  be  a  tell-tale— Stay,  there- 
fore, and  help  me  to  pull  offmy  upper  garment." 

Inwardly  glowing  with  impatience,  Arthur  yet  saw 
the  nec^ity  of  obeying  his  guide;  and  when  he  had 
palled  the  long  and  loose  upper  vestment  from  the 
old  man,  he  stood  before  him  in  a  cassock  of  black 
seige,  befitting  his  order  and  profession,  but  begir^ 
oot  with  a  suitable  sash  such  as  clergymen  wear, 
but  with  a  most  uncanonical  bufi'-belt,  supporting  a 
short  two-edged  sword,  calculated  alike  to  stab  and 
to  smite. 

"Give  me  now  the  novice's  habit,"  said  the  vene- 
rable father,  "  and  over  that  I  will  put  the  priestly 
vestment.  Since  for  the  present  I  have  some  tokens 
of  the  laity  about  me,  it  is  fitting  it  should  be  covered 
witii  a  double  portion  of  the  clerical  habit." 

As  he  spoke  thus  he  smiled  grimly :  and  his  smile 
had  something  more  frightful  and  \\-ithering  than  the 
stern  frown^  which  suited  better  with  his  features, 
and  was  their  usual  expression. 

"And  now,"  said  he,  "what  docs  the  fool  tarry  for, 
when  life  and  death  are  in  his  speed?" 

The  young  messenger  waited  not  a  second  hint, 
but  at  once  descended  the  stairs,  as  if  it  had  been  bv 
a  single  step,  found  the  portal,  as  the  priest  had  said, 
only  secured  by  bars  on  the  inside,  offering  little  re- 
sistance save  from  their  rusted  state,  whicn  made  it 
difficult  to  draw  them.  Arthur  succeeded,  however, 
and  fouhd  himself  at  the  side  of  the  moat,  which 
presented  a  green  and  marshy  appearance.  Without 
stopping  to  examine  whether  it  was  deep  or  shallow, 
and  almost  withput  being  sensible  of  the  tenacity  of 
the  morass,  the  yoang  Englishman  forced  his  way 
through  it,  and  attained  the  opposite  side,  without 
attracting  the  attention  of  two  worthy  burghers  of 
Brisach,  who  were  the  guardians  of  the  barriers.  One 
of  them  ifideed  was  deeply  employed  in  the  perusal  of 
some  profane  chronicle  or  religious  l^end :  the  other 
was  as  anxiously  engaged  in  examining  the  margin 
of  the  moat,  in  search  of  eels,  perhaps,  or  frogs.  Tor 
he  wore  over  his  shoulder  a  scrip  for  securing  some 
such  amphibious  booty. 

Seeing  that,  as  the  priest  foretold,  he  had  nothing 
to  apprehend  from  the  vigilance  of  the  sentinels.  Ar- 
thur dashed  at  the  palisade,  in  hope  to  catch  hold  of 
the  top  of  the  stockade,  and  so  to  clear  it  by  one  bold 
l^ip.  He  overrated  his  powers  of  activity,  however, 
or  they  were  diminished  by  his  recent  bonds  and  im- 
prisonment. He  fell  lightly  backward  on  the  ground, 
and,  as  ho  got  to  his  feet,  became  aware  of  tne  pre- 
aencd  of  a  soldier,  in  yellow  and  blue,  the  livery  of 
De  Hagenback,  who  came  running  towards  him, 
crying  to  the  slothful  and  unobservant  sentinels, 
"Alarm!— alarm!— you  lazy  swine!  Stop  the  dog, 
or  yon  are  both  dead  men." 

The  fisherman,  who  was  on  the  further  side,  laid 
down  his  eel-spear,  drew  his  sword,  and,  flourishing 
it  over  his  head,  advanced  towards  Philipson  with 
very  moderate  haste.  The  student  was  yet  more  un- 
fortunate^ for,  in  his  hurry  to  fold  up  his  book  and  at- 
tend to  his  duty,  he  contrived  to  throw  himself  (inad- 
vertently, doubtless)  full  in  the  soldier's  way.  The 
latter,  wno  was  running  at  top  speed,  encountered 
the  burgher  with  a  severe  shock  which  threw  both 
down :  out  the  citizen  being  a  solid  and  ntbstadtial 
,  inan,  lay  still  where  he  fell,  while  the  other,  less 
weighty,  and  probably  less  prepared  for  the  collision, 
lost  his  balance  and  the  command  of  his  limbs  at 
once,  and,  rolling  over  the  edge  of  the  moat,  was  im- 
moriied  in  the  mud  and  marsh.  The  fisher  and  the 
atodent  went  with  dehberate  speed  to  assist  the  un- 
expected and  unwelcome  partner  of^  their  watch ; 
wbile  Arthur,  stimulated  by  the  imminent  sense  oi 
danger,  sprung  at  the  barrier  with  more  address  and 
f  ligour  than  before,  and,  sixcMSsding  in  his  leap,  made, 
as  he  had  been  directed,  with  his  utmost  speed  for 
the  coTert  of  the  adjacent  bushes.    He  reached  theni 
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without  hearing  any  alann  from  the  walls.  But  he 
was  conscious  that  his  situation  had  become  ex- 
tremely precarious,  since  his  escape  from  the  town 
was. known  to  one  man  at  least,  who  would  not  fail 
to  give  the  alarm  in  case  he  was  able  to  extricate 
himself  from  the  marsh,— a  feat,  however,  in  which 
It  seemed  to  Arthur  that  the  armed  citizens  were 
ukely  to  prove  ra^er  his  apparent  than  actual  assist- 
ants. While  such  thoughts  shot  across  his  mind, 
they  served  to  augment  bis  natural  speed  of  foot,  so 
that  in  lees  space  than  could  have  been  thought  pos- 
sible, he  reached  the  thinner  extremity  of  the  thicket, 
whence,  as  intimated  by  the  Black  Priest,  he  could 
see  the  eastern  tower  and  the  adjoining  battlements 
of  the  town, — 

"  With  hostile  face*  thronr'd,  and  fiery  arms." 

It  required,  at  the  same  time,  some  address  on  the 
part  of  the  fugitive,  to  keep  so  much  under  shelter  as 
to  prevent  hiraseli  from  being  seen  in  his  turn  by 
those  whom  he  saw  so  plainly.  He  therefore  ex- 
pected every  moment  to  hear  a  bugle  wind,  or  to 
behold  that  bustle  and  commotion  among  dbe  defend- 
ers, which  might  prognosticate  a  sally.  Neither, 
however,  took  place,  and  heedfuUy  observing  ^e 
footpath,  or  track,, which  the  priest  had  point^  out 
to  him,  young  Philipson  wheeled  his  course  out  of 
sight  of  the  guarded  towers,  and  soon  falling  into  the 
ptiblic  and  frequented  road,  by  which  his  father  and 
he  had  approached  the  town  in  the  morning,  he  had 
the  happiness,  by  the  dust  and  flash  of  arms,  to  see  a 
small  Mdy  of  armed  men  advancing  towards  Bri- 
saeli,  whom  he  justly  concluded  to  be  the  van  of  the 
Swiss  deputation. 

He  soon  met  the  party,  which  consisted  of  about 
ten  men,  with  Rudolph  Donnerhugel  at  their  head. 
The  figure  of  Philipson,  covered  with  mud.  and  in 
some  places  stained  with  blood,  (for  his  fall  in  the 
dungeon  had  cost  him  a  slight  wound,)  attracted  th^ 
wonder  of  every  one,  who  crowded  around  to  hear 
the  Dews.  Rudolph  aloiie  appeared  unmoved.  Like 
the  visage  on  the  ancient  statues  of  Hercules^  the 
physiognomy  of  the  bulky  Bernese  was  large  and 
massive,  having  an  air  of  indifierent  and  almost  sul- 
len composure,  which  did  not  change  but  in  moments 
of  the  fiercest  agitation. 

He  listened  without  emotion  to  the  breathless  talc 
of  Arthur  Philipson,  that  his  father  was  in  prison, 
and  adjudged  to  death. 

"  And  what  else  did  you  expect  V*  said  the  Bernese, 
cohUyk  "  Were  you  not  warned  7  It  had  been  easy 
to  hiVe  foreseen  the  misfortune,  but  it  may  be  impos- 
sible to  prevent  it." 

"  I  own— I  own,"  said  Arthur,  wringing  his  hands, 
"  that  you  were  wise,  and  that  we  were  fooiish.—But 
oh !  do  not  think  of  our  folly  in  the  moment  of  oar 
extremity !  Be  the  gallant  and  generous  champion 
which  your  Cantons  proclaim  you— give  us  your  aid 
in  this  deadly  strait ! 

"But  how,  or  in  what.manner?"  said  Rudolph, 
still  hesitatins.  "We  have  dismissed  the  B&lesej 
who  wera  willing  to  have  given  assistance,  so  much 
did  your  dutiful  example  weigh  with  us.  We  are  now 
scarce  above  a*  score  of  men— how  can  you  ask  us 
to  attack  a  garrison  town,  secured  by  fortifications) 
and  where  there  are  six  times  our  numb^  ?" 

"You  have  friends  within  the  fortifications,"  replied 
Arthur—"  I  am  sure  you  have.  Haric  in  your  ear— 
The  Black  Priest  sent  to  you— to  you,  Rudolph  Don- 
nerhugel of  Berne— that  he  waits  to  give  you  his  bless- 
ing at  the  northern  sallyport." 

^Ay,  doubtless,"  said  Rudolph,  shaking  himself 
free  of  Arthur's  attempt  to  engage  nim  in  pnvate  con- 
ference, and  speaking  so  that  all  around  might  hear 
him,  "  there  is  litde  doubt  on't ;  I  will  find  a  priest  at 
the  northern  sallyport  to  confess  and  absolve  me,  and 
a  block,  axe,  and  headsman,  to  strike  my  throat 
asunder  when  he  has  done.  But  I  will  Bcarae  put 
the  neck  of  my  fatheHa  son  into  such  hsk.  u  they 
assassinate  an  English  pedlar,  who  has  never  offended 
them,  what  will  they  do  with  the  Bear  of  Berne,  whose 
fangs  and  talons  Archibald  de  Hagenbach  has  felt 
ere  now  ?" 

Yoang  Philipson  at  these  words  clasped  his  hands 
together,  and  JDeki  them  up  to  Heaven,  as  one  who 


60 

abandons  hope,  excepting  Ironi  thence.  The  lean 
started  to  his  eyes,  and,  clenching  his  hands  and  set- 
ting his  teeth,  he  'urned  his  bacK  abruptly  upon  the 

"  What  mep  t\.  is  passion  ?"  said  Rudolph.  "  Wfti- 
thor  would  yt        vf*  , 

"  To  rescu  ?  ;  father,  or  perish  with  him,"  said 
Arthur ;  and  /    J  about  to  run  wildly  back  to  La  Fe- 
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_[>  vntayoa,  King 
"Youl   oaf!"  exclaimed  Rudolph,  *^youT 
without  orders  7" 

"  Why,  look  vou,  cousin  Rudolph,"  said  the  youth, 
continuing,  with  great  composure,  to  fasten  his  garter, 
which,  after  the  tashion  of^the  time,  was  somewhat 
intricately  secured—"  you  are  alwavs  telliiig  us  that 
we  are  Swiss  and  freemen ;  and  what  is  the  advan- 
tage of  being  a  freeman,  if  one  is  not  at  liberty  to  do 
what  he  has  a  mind  1  You  are  my  Hauptman,  look 
you,  so  long  as  it  pleases  me.  and  no  longer." 

"  And  why  shouldst  thou  desert  me  now,  thou  fool  1 
Why  at  this  minute,  of  all  other  minutes  in  the  year  7" 
demanded  the  Bernese. 

'*  Look  you,'  replied  the  insubordinate  follower,  "  1 
have  hunted  with  Arthur  for  this  month  past,  and  I 
love  him— be  never  called  me  fool  or  idiot,  because 
my  thoughts  came  slower,  maybe,  and  something 
duller,  than  those  of  other  folk.  Ana  I  love  his  father 
—the  old  man  gave  me  this  baldrick  and  this  horn, 
which  I  warrant  cost  many  a  kreutzer.  He  told  me, 
too,  not  to  be  discoul-aged,  for  Ihat  it  was  better  to 
think  iustly  than  to  think  fast,  and  that  I  had  sense 
enough  for  the  one  if  not  for  the  other.  And  the 
kind  old  man  is  now  m  Hagenbach's  butcher-sham- 
bles I — But  we  will  free  him,  Arthur,  if  two  men  may. 
Thou  shah  see  me  fight,  while  steel  blade  and  ashen 
shaft  will  hold  together." 

So  saying,  he  shook  in  the  air  his  enormous  par- 
tisan, wnicn  quivered  in  his  grasp  like  a  slip  of  willow. 
Indeed,  if  laiquity  was  to  be  struck  down  like  an  ox, 
there  was  not  one  in  that  chosen  band  more  likely  to 
perform  the  feat  than  Sigismund ;  for  though  some- 
what shorter  in  stature  than  his  brethren,  and  of  a 
less  animated  spirit,  yet  his  breadth  of  shoulders  and 
strength  of  muscles  were  enormous,  and  if  thoroughly 
aroused  and  disposed  for  the  contest,  which  was  very 
rarely  the  ease,  perhaps  Rudolph  himself  might,  as 
far  as  sheer  ibrce  went,  have  had  difficulty  in  match- 
inghim. 

Truth  of  sentiment  and  energy^  of  expressioi^  al- 
ways produce  aft  effect  on  natural  and  generous  cha- 
racters. Several  of  the  youths  around  began  to 
exclaim,  that  Sigismund  said  well :  that  if  the  old  man 
had  put  himself  m  danger,  it  was  because  he  thought 
more  of  the  success  of  tq^ir  negotiation  than  of  his 
own  safety,  and  had  taken  himself  from  under  their 
Motection,  rather  than  involve  them  in  quarrels  on 
his  aocounL  "  We  are  the  more  bound,"  they  said, 
to  see  him  unscathed ;  and  we  will  do  so." 
"  Peace !  all  you  wiseacrea,"  said  Rudolph,  looking 
round  with  an  air  of  superiority;  "and  you,  Arthur 
of  England,  pass  on  to  the  Landsman,  who  is 
close  behind  I  you  know  he  is  our  chief  commander, 
he  is  no  less  your  father's  sincere  friend,  and  what- 
ever he  may  determine  in  your  father's  favour,  jrou 
will  find  most  ready  executors  of  his  pleasure  in  all 
of  us." 

His  companions  appeared  to  concur  in  this  advice, 
and  young  Philipeon  saw  that  his  own  conipUance 
with  the  recommendation  was  indispensable.  Incfeed, 
althoogh  he  still  su9pected  that  the  Bernese,  bv  his 
various  intrigues,  as  well  with  the  Swiss  youth  as 
with  those  of  Bfile,  and,  as  might  be  inferred  from 
me  Priest  of  Saint  Paul's,  by  communication  even 
within  the  town  of  La  Ferette,  possessed  the  greater 
power  of  assisting  him  at  such  a  coniuucture ;  yot  he 
trusted  far  more  in  the  simple  candour  and  perfect 
faith  of  Arnold  BiedermaiL  and  pressed  forward  to 
teU  to  him  his  mournful  tale,  end  crave  his  assist- 
ance. 

From  the  top  of  a  bank  which  he  reached  in  a  few 
minutes  efter  |m  parted  from  Rudolph  and  the  ad- 
vanced guard,  he  eaw  beneath  him  the  venoable 


Landamman  and  his  asaooiaies,  aucnded  by  a  fiew  of 
the  youths,  who  no  longer  were  diapened  apon  um 
flanks  of  the  party,  but  attended  on  them  cloap|y,,aBd 
in  military  array  as  men  prepared  to  xepti  any  i 
attack. 

Behind  came  a  mule  or  two  with  baggage,  _ 
with  the  animals,  which,  in  the  ordinary  coarse  of 
their  march,  supported  Anne  of  Geierateui  and  bv 
attendanL  Both  were  occupied  by  female  tenea  ss 
usual,  and  to  the  best  of  Arthur's  ken.  the  ionmom 
had  the  well-known  dress  of  Annei  nom  the  giaf 
mantle  to  a  smsU  heron's  plume,  which,  amoe  cater- 
ing Germany,  she  had  worn  in  compliance  with  the 
custom  of  the  country,  and  in  evideDce  of  her  Eaafc  ss 
a  maiden  of  birth  ana  distinction.  Yet,  if  the  yoatha 
eyes  brought  him  true  tidings  at  preaeot.  what  was 
tne  character  of  their  forma-  information,  whe^  acaiee 
more  than  half  an  hour  since,  they  had  oehen,  in  dtt 
subterranean  dungeon  of  Brisach,  the  aame  fiom 
which  they  now  rested  upon,  in  circumstances  so 
very  different !  The  feeling  excited  by  this  ihoo^ 
was  powerful  but  it  was  momeaurv,  like  the  faai- 
ning  which  blazes  through  a  midoinit  sky,  whiai  if 
but  just  seen  ere  it  vsnishes  into  darknesa.  Or  rather, 
the  wonder  ^xdted  by  this  marveUous  incident,  oah 
maintained  its  ground  in  his  thooghta,  by  allying  iiaa 
with  the  anxiety  for  his  father's  aaliety,  which  vai 
their  nredoniinant  occupation. 

"  if^there  be  indeed  a  spirit."  he  said, "  whieh  want 
that  beautiful  form,  it  must  be  beneficent  aa  well  m 
lovely,  and  will  extend  to  iny  far  more 
father  the  protection  which  his  son  has  ty 
rienoed." 

But  ere  he  had  time  to  prosecul*  such 
farther,  he  had  met  the  Landamman  and  his  . 
Here  his  afH>earaiice  and  his  condition  exciied 
same  surpnse  as  they  had  formerly  oocaaiooed  toRe- 
dolph  and  the  vanguard.  To  the  repeated  intenqfi- 
tories  of  the  Landamman,  he  gave  a  brief  aoooom  ol 
hi^  own  imprisonment,  and  of  his  eecapa,  of  which  m 
suffered  the  whole  glory  to  rest  with  the  Bhick  Prisi 
of  St.  Paul's,  without  mentioning  one  w<xd  of  Ifci 
more  interesting  female  apparition,  by  which  hs  W 
been  attended  and  assisted  m  his  chantahle  task.  Oe 
another  point  also  Arthur  was  silent.  He  saw  at 
propriety  in  oommunicatifig  to  Amc^d  Biederman  tk 
message  which  the  priest  had  addroeaed  to  Radon's 
ear  alon&  Whether  good  should  come  of  it  (N"  bo»  k 
held  sacred  the  obligation  of  silence  inipoaed  ^na 
him  by  a  man  from  whom  he  had  joat  reoeiTed  ^ 
most  important  assistance. 

The  Landamman  was  struck  dumb  for  m.  mosDCBt. 
with  sorrow  and  surprise,  at  the  news  which  hehesd. 
The  elder  Philipson  bad  gained  his  respect,  as  well  bf 
the  puritv  and  steadiness  of  the  principles  which  h 
expressed,  as  by  the  extent  and  depth  of  his  iaSantt- 
tion,  which  was  peculiarly  valuable  and  mtenBOag 
to  the  Switzer,  who  felt  his  admirable  judgmmt  eoa- 
siderably  fettered  for  want  of  that  knowleqgeof  ooia* 
tries,  times,  and  manners,  with  which  his  Emi^A 
firiend  often  supplied  him. 

"Let  us  press  forward,"  he  said  to  the  BanMntsf 
Berne  and  the  other  deputies ;  **  let  us  oSer  oar  neda- 
tion  betwixt  the  tyrant  De  Ha^enbach  and  our  fivai 
whose  life  is  in  danger.  He  must  listen  to  iis»  for  I 
know  his  master  expects  to  see  this  Philipson  at  kii 
court.  The  old  man  hinted  to  me  so  much.  Asvi 
are  possessed  of  such  a  secret,  Archibald  de  Hsga- 
bacn  will  not  dare  to  brave  oar  Teii^eaDoe,  sinoe  at 
might  easily  send  to  Duke  Charles  information  bsv 
the  Governor  of  La  Ferette  abuses  his  power,  iemst- 
ters  when  not  only  the  Swiss,  but  when  the  Doke 
himself  is  concerned." 

"  Under  your  reverend  favour,  my  worthy  sir,*'  ae- 
swered  the  Banneret  of  Berne,  "  we  are  Swiss  D^ 
puties,  and  go  to  represent  the  injuriea  of  Swiocihari 
alone.  If  we  embroil  ouiselvee  with  the  qoamb  <f 
strangers,  we  shall  find  it  more  difficult  to  settle  ad- 
vantageously those  of  our  own  ooontryj  andif  ikc 
Duke  should,  by  this  villany  done  upon  Eogfisk : 
chants,  bring  upon  him  the  resentment  of  tfie  Ei^ 
monarch,  such  breach  wil*  only  render  it  moit  ai 
ter  of  peremptory  necessity  for  hun  to  make  a  tniV 
advantegeoue  to  the  Swise  Can  tons.' 


II 


^Oiup.  XVI J 

Jhtn  WM  id  nraeh  wmdly  policy  in  thur  advice, 
that  Adam  ZUmmerman  of  Soleure  inatantly  expremea 
bis  aMeot^  with  the  additional  argument,  that  their 
brother  Biedensan  had  told  them  scarce  two  hours 
before,  how  these  English  merchants  had,  by  his  ad- 
vice and  their  own  free  desire,  parted  companv  with 
them  that  morning  on  purpose  that  they  might  not 
involve  the  Deputies  in  the  quarrels  which  might  be 
raised  by  the  Governor's  exactions  on  his  merchandise. 

"  Now  what  advantage^'*  he  said,  "  shall  we  derive 
from  thia  same  parting  of  oor'pany.  supposing,  as  my 
brother  seems  to  urge,  we  are  suU  to  consider  this 
Fnglishman's  interest  as  if  he  were  our  fellow  travel- 
ler, and  under  our  especial  protection  1*' 

This  persona]  reasoning  pinched  the  Landamman 
somewhat  eloaely,  for  he  had  but  a  short  while  before 
descanted  on  the  generosity  of  the  eklor  Philipson, 
who  had  freelv  exposed  himself  to  dan^,  rather  than 
that  he  shoulaemoarraaa  their  ne^tiation  by  remain- 
ing one  of  their  company ;  and  it  completely  shook 
the  fealty  of  the  white  bearded  Nicholas  BoiMtetten, 
whose  eyes  wandered  from  the  face  of  Zimmerman, 
which  expreased  triumphant  confidence  in  his  argu- 
ment, to  that  of  his  friend  the  Landamman,  wnieb 
was  rather  more  embarrassed  than  usual. 

"Brethren."  said  Arnold  at  length  with  firmness  and 
animation,  I  erred  in  priding  myself  upon  the  world- 
ly policy  which  I  taught  to  you  this  morning.  This 
ibao  is  not  of  our  country,  doubtless,  but  he  is  of  our 
blood,— a  copy  of  the  common  Creator's  image, — and 
the  more  worthy  of  being  called  so,  aa  he  is  a  man  of 
integrity  and  worth.  We  might  not,  without  grievous 
sin  pass  such  a  person,  heme  in  danger,  without 
affording  him  nJUe(  even  if  he  lay  accidentally  by  the 
side  of  our  path ;  much  less  should  we  abandon  him 
if  the  danger  has  been  incurred  in  our  own  cause,  and 
that  we  might  escape  the  net  in  which  he  is  himself 
caught.  Be  not,  therefore,  downcast— We  do  God's 
:  wilfin  succouring  an  oppresaed  man.  If  we  succeed 
,  by  mQd  means,  as  I  trust  we  shall  we  do  a  gpod 
'  action  at  a  cheap  rate:— if  not,  God  can  assert  the 
cause  of  humanity  by  the  hands  of  few  as  well  as  of 
many." 

"If  such  is  your  opinion,"  said  the  Bannerman  of 
Berne,  "not  a  man  here  will  shrink  from  you.  For 
me,  I  pleaded  against  my  own  inclinations  when  I 
advised  you  to  avoid  a  breach  with  the  Burgundien. 
But  as  a  soldier,  I  must  needs  say,  I  would  rather  fight 
the  garrison,  were  they  double  the  number  they  talk 
of,  in  a  fiiir  field,  than  undertake  to  atorm  their  de- 
fences." 

"  Nay."  said  the  Landamman,  "  I  sincerely  hope 
we  shall  both  enter  and  depart  from  the  town  of  Bri- 
sach,  without  deviating  from  the  pacific  character 
with  which  our  mission  from  the  Diet  invests  us." 
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CHAPTER  XVL 
For  BooMiMt,  oflTwiUi  hi*  gnilty  head  i 

Ths  Governor  of  La  Ferrette  stood  on  the  battle- 
ments of  the  eastern  entrance-tower  of  his  fortress, 
and  looked  out  on  the  road  to  B&Ie,  when  first  the 
vanguard  of  the  Swiss  mission,  then  the  centfe  and 
rear,  appeared  in  the  distance.  At  the  same  moment 
the  van  halting,  the  main  body  closed  with  it,  while 
the  females  and  baggage,  and  males  in  the  rear, 
moved  in  Iheir  turn  up  to  the  main  body,  and  the 
whole  were  united  in  one  group.         ,    .   ,   , 

A  messenger  then  stepped  forth,  and  windad  oneof 
those  tremendous  horns,  the  nwils  of  the  wild-bulls, 
so  numerous  in  the  Canton  of  Uri,  that  they  are  sup- 
posed to  have  given  rise  to  ita  name. 

"They  demand  admittance,"  said  the  esquire. 

"  They  shall  have  it,"  answered  Sir  Archibald  de 
Hagenbach.  "  Marry,  how  they  may  pass  out  again, 
is  another  and  a  deeper  queation." 

"Think  yet  a  moment,  noble  sir,"  continued  the 
esquire.  "  Bethink  you.  these  Switzers  are  very  fiends 
in  fight,  and  have,  b^idea  no  booty  to  repay  the  con- 
quest,—some  paltry  chaina  of  good  copper,  perchance, 
or  adulterated  silver.  You  have  knocked  out  the  mar- 
row—do not  damage  your  teeth  by  trying  to  grind  the 
bone." 


"  Thou  art  a  fool,  Kilian,'*  answered  De  Hagsnbach, 
"  and  it  may  be  a  coward  besides.  The  sppfoach  ^ 
some  score,  or  at  most  some  T^r^  and  a  half,  ot 
Swiss  partiaana,  makes  thee  dra^-^  thy  horns  like  a 
snail  at  a  child'a  finger  1  Mine  i  *^  3ng  and  inflex- 
ible as  those  of  the  urus,  of  wbon  "  <  y  talk  so  much, 
and  on  which  they  blow  so  bold.  /Keep  in  mind, 
thou  timid  creature,  that  if  the  Swifi»  deputies,  as  they 
presume  to  call  themselves,  are  pCTmitted  to  paas 
free,  they  carry  to  the  Duke  stories  of  merchants 
bound  to  his  court,  and  firangiit  with  precioua  commo- 
dities, specially  addressed  to  nis  Grace !  Charlea  has 
then  at  once  to  endure  the  preaence  of  the  ambassv- 
dors,  whom  he  contemns  and  hatea,  and  learns  by 
fhem  that  the  Governor  of  La  Ferrette,  permitting 
such  to  pass,  haa  nevertheless  presumed  to  stop  those 
whom  he  would  fiill  gladly  see:  for  what  prince 
would  not  blithely  welcome  such  a  cadiet  aa  that 
which  we  have  taken  from  yonder  strolling  English 
pedlar?" 

"  I  see  not  how  the  assault  on  these  ambassadors 
will  mend  your  excdlency's  plea  for  deqwilbg  the 
Englishmen,"  said  Kilian. 

'HBecause  thou  art  a  blind  mole,  Kilian/'  answered 
his  chief.  "If  Burgundy  hears  of  a  ruffle  between 
my  garrison  and  the  mountain  churla,  whom  he 
Bcbrna,  and  yet  hates,  it  will  drown  all  notice  of  the 
two  pedlars  who  have  perished  in  the  fray.  If,  after- 
in9uiry  should  oome^  an  hour's  ride  transports  me 
with  my  confidants  into  the  Imperial  dominions, 
where,  though  the  Emperor  be  a  spiritless  foot,  the 
rich  prize  I  have  /oond  on  these  ialanders  will  insure 
me  a  good  reception." 

"I  will  atick  by  your  excettency  to  the  last,"  re- 
turned the  esouhe;  "and  you  shsLil  yourself  witness, 
that  if  a  fool,  i  am  at  least  no  coward."   • 

"I  never  thought  thee  such  when  it  came  to  hand- 
blows,"  said  De  Hagenbach ;  "  but  in  policy,  thou  art 
timid  and  irresolute.  Hand  me  mine  armour,  Kilian. 
and  beware  thou  brace  it  well.  The  Swias  puces  and 
swords  are  no  waap  stings." 

"  May  your  excellency  wear  it  with  honour  and  pro- 
fit," said  Kilian :  and,  according  to  the  duty  of  his 
office,  he  buckled  upon  hia  principal  the  complete  pa- 
noply of  a  knight  of  the  empire.  "  Your  purpoae  of 
aasaulting  the  Swiss  then  holds  firm,"  said  Kilinn.— 
"  But  what  pretext  will  your  excellency  assign  ?" 

"Let  me  alone,"  said  Archibald  de  Hagenbach, 
"  to  take  one,  or  to  make  one.  Do  you  only  have 
Schonfeldt  and  the  soldiera  on  their  stations.  And 
remember  the  words  are— 'Burgundy  to  the  Rescue.' 
When  these  words  sre  firet  spoken,  let  the  soldiers 
show  themselves,- when  repeated,  let  them  fall  on. — 
And  now  that  I  am  accoutred,  away  to  the  churls  and 
admit  them." 

Kilian  bowed  and  withdrew. 

The  bugle  of  the  Switzere  had  rmeatedly  emitted 
its  angry  roar,  exasperated  by  the  delay  of  nearly  half 
an  hour,  without  an  answer  from  the  guarded  mitt^ 
Brisach ;  and  every  blast  declared,  by  the  prolonged 
echoes  which  it  awakened,  the  Increased  impatience 
of  those  who  summoned  the  town.  At  length  the 
portcullis  arosA  the  gate  opened,  the  drawbridge  fell, 
and  Kilian,  in  the  equipage  of  a  man-at-arms  arrayed 
for  fiffht,  rode  forth  on  afi  ambling  pal^y. 

"What  bold  men  areye,  sirs,  who  are  herein  arms 
before  the  IbrtreSs  of  Brisach.  appertaining  in  right 
and  seignorie  to  the  thrice  noble  Duke  of  Burgundy 
and  Lorraine^  and  garrisoned  for  his  cause  and  inter- 
est by  theexcellent  Sir  Ardiibald,  Lord  of  Hagenbach, 
Knight  of  the  most  holy  Roman  Empire?" 

"so please  you,  Sir  Esquire,"  said  the  Landam- 
man, "for  such  I  conjecture  you  to  be  by  the  feather 
in  your  bonnet,  we  are  here  with  no  hostile  inten- 
tions ;  though  armed,  aa  you  aee,  to  defend  us  in  a 
perilous  journey,  where  we  are  something  unsafe  by 
day,  and  cannot  always  repose  bynight  m  places  of 
security.  But  our  arms  have  no  onenaive  purpose ;  if 
they  had  such,  our  numbere  had  not  been  so  few  as 
yoosee  them." 

"What  then  is  your  character  and  purpose?" 
said  Kilian,  who  had  learned  to  use  in  his  master^s 
at»ence,  the  loidl)(  and  insolent  tone  of  the  Governor 
1  himself. 
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"We Die  Delegates,"  answered  the  LandammaD, 
in  a  calin  ai\d  even  lone  of  Toic&  without  appeanog 
to  take  ofTence  at,  or  to  observe,  the  insolent  demean- 
oar  of  the  esquinf' **  irom  the  Free  and  Ckmfederated 
Cantons  of  the  9wi99  States  and  provinces,  and  from 
the  epod  town  of  Soleure,  who  are  accredited  from 
oar  Diet  of  Legislature  to  travel  to  the  presence  of 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  on  an  errand  of 
high  importance  to  both  countries,  and  with  the  hope 
ofestabiishing  with  yoar  master's  lord—l  mean  with 
the  noble  Duke  of  Burgundy—a  sure  and  steadfast 

Keace,  upon  such  terms  as  shall  be  to  the  mutafll 
onour  and  advantage  of  both  countries,  and  to  avert 
disputes,  an^  the  enusion  of  Christian  blood,  which 
may  otherwise  be  shed  for  want  of  timely  and  good 
nnderstanding.'*  ^        ,         „        j    u 

"  Show  me  your  letters  of  credence,"  said  the 
esQuire. 

"  Under  your  foreivenesa,  Sir  Esquire,"  replied  the 
Landamman,  "  it  will  be  time  eaougn  to  exhibit  these, 
when  we  are  admitted  to  the  presence  of  your  master 
the  Governor." 

"  That  is  98  much  as  to  say,  wilful  will  to  it.  It  is 
well,  my  masters j  and  yet  you  may  take  this  advice 
from  Ejlian  of  Kersberg,  It  is  sometimes  better  to 
reel  backwards  than  to  run  forwards.— My  master, 
and  my  master's  master,  are  more  ticklish  persons 
than  tne  dealera  of  Bale,  to  whom  you  sell  your 
cheeses.  Home,  honest  men,  home !  your  way  lies 
before  you,  and  you  are  fairly  warned." 

"  We  thank  thee  for  thy  counsel,"  said  the  Lan- 
damman, interrupting  the  Banneret  of  Berne,  who 
had  commenced  an  an/ii^ry  reply,  "  supposing  it  kindly 
meant :  if  not,  an  unavil  jest  is  like  an  overcharged 
gun,  wnich  recoils  on  the  cannoneer.  Our  road  lies 
onward  through  Brisach,  and  onward  we  propose  to 
go,  and  take  saeh  hap  as  that  which  we  may  find 
before  us." 

"  Go  onward  then,  in  the  devil's  name,"  said  the 
squire,  who  had  entertained  some  hope  of  deterring 
•  them  from  pursuing  their  journey,  but  found  himself 
efiectually  foiled. 

The  Switzere  entered  the  town,  and,  stmped  by 
the  barricade  of  cars  which  the  Governor  had  formed 
across  the  street,  at  about  twenty  yards  from  the  gate, 
they  drew  themselves  up  in  military  order,  with  their 
little  body  formed  into  three  lines,  the  two  females 
and  the  fathers  of  the  deputation  being  in  the  centre. 
The  little  phalanx  presented  a  double  front,  one  to 
each  »de  of  the  street,  while  the  centre  line  faced  so 
as  to  move  forward,  and  only  waited  for  the  removal 
of  the  barricade  in  order  to  do  so.  But  while  they 
stood  thus  inactive,  a  knight  in  complete  armour  ap- 
peared from  a  side  door  of  the  great  tower,  under  the 
arch  of  which  they  had  entered  into  the  town.  His 
visor  was  raised,  and  he  walked  along  the  front  of  the 
little  line  formed  by  the  Swiss,  with  a  stem  and 
frowning  aspect. 

*'  Who  are  you,"  he  said,  "  who  have  thiis  for 
intruded  yourselves  in  arms  into,  a  Burgundian  gar- 
nson  ? 

"  With  your  excellency's  leave,"  said  the  Landam- 
man, "  we  are  men  who  come  on  a  peaceful  errand, 
though  we  carry  arms  for  our  own  defence.  Deputies 
we  are  from  'ue  tow^s  of  Berne  and  Soleure,  the 
Cantdns  of  Uri,  Schwitz,  and  Untorwaldeii,  come  to 
adjust  matters  of  importance  with  flie  grscious  Duke 
of  Burgundy  and  Lorraine.** 

"  What  towns,  what  caalons  ?"  said  4he  Grovemor 
of  La  Ferette.  "  I  have  heftrd  no  such  names  among 
the  Free  Cities  of  Germany.— Berne,  truly !  when 
became  Berne  a  free  state  ?" 

"  Since  the  twenty-first  day  of  June."  said  Arnold 
Biederman,  "  in  the  year  of  grace  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  on  which  day  the  battb  of 
Lanpen  was  fought." 

"  Away,  vain  old  man."  said  the  Knight ;  "  think - 
est  thou  that  such  idld  boasta  can  avail  thee  here  ? 
We  have  heard,  indeed,  of  some  insurgent  villages 
and  communities  among  the  Alp&  and  How  they 
rebelled  against  the  Emperor,  and  by  the  advantage 
of  fastnesses,  ambuscades,  and  lurking-places,  how 
they  haife  murdered  some  knignia  and  gentlemen 
«dnt  against  them  by  the  Duke  of  Austria ;  but  we 
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little  thought  tha*  such  paltry  towBahipa  and      _ 
ficant  bands  of  muntineerB  had  the  inaowiice  to  tens 
themselves  Free  States,  and  propose  ^oaaamo 
negotiation  aa  soch  with  a  mighty  pttnee  nkelMaa 
of  Burgundy."  „         ,,       ..  ^  ^^  , 

"  May  it  please  your  excellency,"  replied  the  Lis- 
damman,  with  perfect  temper,  "  jom  own  U»»« 
chivalry  declare,  that  if  the  stroiiiDer  .""''"Wj' 
weaker,  or  the  noble  does  injury  to  the  Im  geBil^ 
the  very  act  levels  distinctions  between  ifaem,  lad 
the  doer  of  an  injury  becomes  bomMi  to  give  coodiga 
satisfaction,  of  such  kind  as  the  wronged  party  rinfl 
demand." 

"  Hence  to  thy  bills,  churl  f  exclaimed  the  hsKhir 
Knight  i"  there  comb  thy  beard  and  roaai  thy  ctaesi- 
nuts.  What !  because  a  few  rats  and  mice  find  »- 
treat  among  the  walls  and  virainscotin^  of  oar  dwd- 
ing-houses,  shall  we  therefore  allow  them  lojaitrMc 
their  disgusting  presence,  and  their  airs  of  freedom 
and  independenoBi  into  our  personal  gyresenee?  Na 
we  will  rather  crush  them  beneath  the  heel  of  ou 
ironshod  boots." 

"  We  are  not  men  to  be  trodden  on,"  said  AnioU 
Biederman.  calmly ;  "  those  who  have  attenoDtB^  it 
have  found  us  stumbUng-blocka.  Lay,  Sir  Knidst. 
lay  aside  for  an  instant  this  haughty  langnaffe^  «w 
:an  only  lead  to  warfare,  and  listen  to  the  wonbof 
ne  ice.  Dismiss  our  comrade,  the  EInglish  raeiehaDt 
Philipson,  on  whom  you  have  this  morning  laid  od- 
lawful  hands ;  let  him  pay  a  moderate  sum  isr  In 
ransom,  and  we,  who  are  bound  instantly  to  ihr 
Duke's  presence,  vnll  bear  a  £ur  report  to  him  of  ka 
Governor  of  La  Ferette," 

*'  You  will  be  so  generous,  will  yoo  V  said  ss 
Archibald  in  a  tone  of  ridicule.  *'  And  what  pkdft 
shall  I  have  that  you  will  favour  me  so  kindly  as  yoo 
propose  ?"  .    „ 

"  The  word  of  a  man  who  never  broke  his  proousa 
answered  the  stoical  Landamman. 

''  Insolent  hind !"  replied  the  Knight,  "dost  thon 
nripulate  ?  thou  offer  thy  pahiy  word  aa  a  pMr 
betwixt  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  Archibald  & 
Hagenbach  t  Know  that  ye  go  not  to  Burgioidy  r 
all,  or  you  go  thither  with  fettera  on  yoor  hands  aac! 
halters  round  your  necks.— So  ho,  Burgnndy  to  tlw 
Rescue !" 

fnstantly  as  he  spoke,  the  soldiers  showed  thes- 
seives  before,  behind,  and  around  the  narrow  wpKt 
where  the  Swiss  had  drawn  themsdves  up.  IV 
battlements  of  the  town  were  h'ned  widi  roov^^^^ 
presented  themselves  at  the  doora  of  each  lio—i  io  Af 
street,  prepared  to  sally,  and,  at  the  windows,  piv- 
par»d  to  snoot,  as  well  with  guns  aa  with  bows  «»• 
crossbows.  The  soldiers  who  defended  the  barricatk 
also  started  up,  and  seemed  ready  to  dispute  ibe  pu- 
stige  in  front.  The  little  band,  encompasaed  ao-i 
overmatched,  but  neither  startled  nor  diaheaneoedl 
stood  to  tlieir  arms.  The  centre  rank  under  iheLss- 
damman  prepared  to  force  then' way  over  thebeiri- 
cade.  The  two  fit>nts  stood  back  to  back,  ready  to 
dispute  the  street  with  those  tha!  should  issue  oam 
the  houses.  It  could  not  fall  to  prove  a  work  of  no 
small  blood  and  toil  to  subdue  this  handful  of  deiR^ 
roin^  men,  even  with  five  dmes  their  number.  Sane 
sense  of  this,  perhaps,  made  Sir  Archibald  delay  giv- 
ing the  signal  for  onset,  when  suddenly  behind  troK 
a  cry  of,  '^Treafliwi,  treason !" 

A  soldier,  covered  with  mud,  rushed  bdbre  die 
Governor,  and  said,  in  hurried  accents,  that,  at  be 
endeavoured  to  stop  a  prisoner  who  had  made  nis  es- 
cape sonic  short  time  since,  he  had  been  seixed  by  tfw 
burghers  of  the  town,  and  well  nigh  drowned  in  die 
moat.  He  added,  that  the  citizena  were  even  oov 
admitting  the  enemy  into  the  place. 

"  Killian,"  said  the  Knight,  "  take  two  score  of 
men— hasten  to  the  northern  sallyport :  stab,  cc** 
down,  or  throw  from  the  battlements,  wnonseocrcr 
you  meet  in  arms,  townsmen  or  atranf^rs.  Letr^ 
me  to  settle  with  these  peasants  by  fair  means  or 
foul."  . 

But  ere  Rilian  could  obey  his  master's  coomaDO 
a  shout  arose  in  the  rear,  where  they  cried, "  Bi^' 
Bl'e !— Freedom !  freedom !— The  day  is  our  own  f 

Onward  came  the  youth  of  Bile,  wn3  had  not  Ik^ 
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at  such  a  distance  but  Rudolph  hadoontrifed  to  recall 
them— onward  came  many  Swiaa  who  had  hovered 
around  theembaasir,  holding  themselves  *q  readiness 
lor  such  a  piece  ot  service ;  and  onward  came  the 
armed  citizens  of  La  Ferette,  who,  comrveUed  to  take 
arms  and  mount  goard  by  the  tyranny  of  De  Hagen- 
bach,  had  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to 
admit  the  BAlese  at  the  sallyport  through  which  Phil- 
ipBon  had  lately  made  his  escape. 

The  garrison,  somewhat  discouraged  before  by  the 
firm  aspect  of  the  Swiss,  who  had  held  their  numbers 
at  defiance,  were  totally  disconcerted  by  this  new  and 
unexpected  insurrection.  Most  of  tnem  prepared 
rather  to  fly  than  to  fight,  and  they  threw  themselves 
in  numbers  from  the  walls,  as  the  best  chance  of 
escaping.  Kilian  and  some  others,  whom  pride  pre- 
vented nom  flying,  and  despair  from  asking  quarter, 
fought  with  fury,  and  were  killed  on  the  spot.  In  the 
midst  of  this  confusion  the  Land  am  man  kept  his  own 
bands  unmoved,  permitting  them  to  take  no  share  in 
the  acdon,  save  to  repel  such  violence  as  was  offered 
to  them. 

''  Stand  fast  all  I"  sounded  the  deep  voice  of  Arnold 
Biederman  along  their  little  body.  "  Where  is  Ru- 
dolph 7~Save  lives,  but  take  none.— Why,  bow  now, 
Artnur  Philipson  I  stand  fast  I  aay." 

"  1  cannot  stand  fiist,"  said  Arthur,  who  was  in  the 
act  of  leaving  the  ranks.  "I  must  seek  my  fsther  in 
the  duneepns ;  they  may  be  slaying  him  in  this  con- 
Aisbn  while  I  stand  idle  here." 

"  By  our  Lady  of  Einsiedlen,  you  say  weU^*'  an- 
werea  the  Landamman  :  "  that  I  should  have  forgot 
my  noble  guest  I  I  will  help  thee  to  seareh  for  him, 
Arthur— the  afiray  seems  well  nigh  ended.— Ho,  there 
Sir  Bannerstf  worthy  Adam  Zimmerman,  my  good 
friend  Nicholas  Bonstetten,  keep  our  men  stanaing 
firm — Have  nothing  to  do  with  this  afiray,  but  leave 
the  men  of  B&le  to  answer  their  own  deeda  I  return 
in  a  few  minutes." 

So  saying,  he  hurried  af^er  Arthur  Philipson,  whose 
recollection  conducted  him,  with  sufficient  accuracy, 
to  the  head  of  the  dungeon  staira  There  they  met  an 
ill-looking  man  clad  in  a  bufi' jerkin^  who  bore  at  his 
girdle  a  hunch  of  rusted*  keys,  which  intimated  the 
nature  of  his  cslling. 

"  Show  me  the  prison  of  the  English  merchant," 
•aid  Arthur  Philipson,  "or  thou  diest  by  my  handr 

"  Which  of  them  desire  you  to  see?"  answered  the 
ofiicial;— "  the  old  man,  or  the  young  one?" 

"T|ie  old,"  said  young  Philipson.  "His  son  has 
eseajMd  thee." 

**  Enter  here  then,  gentlemen,"  said  the  jailer,  un- 
doing the  spring-bolt  of  a  heavy  door. 
*    At  the  upper  end  of  the  apartment  lay  the  man  they 
came  to  seek  for.  who  was  instantly  raised  from  the 
ground,  and  loaded  with  their  embraces. 

"My  dear  father!"— "My  worthy  guest!"  said  his 
son  and  friend  at  the  same  moment,  "how  fares  it 
with  you  7" 

"Well,"  answered  the  elder  Philipson,  "if  you,  my 
friend,  and  son,  come,  as  I  judge  from  your  arms  and 
countenance,  as  conquerora,  and  at  liberty— ill,  if  you 
come  to  share  my  pnson-house." 

"Have  no  fear  of  that,"  said  the  Landamman; 
"  we  have  been  in  danger,  but  are  remarkably  de- 
livered.— ^Your  evil  lair  has  benumbed  you.  Lean  on 
me,  my  noble  guest,  and  let  me  assist  you  to  better 
quarters." 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  a  heavy  clash,  as  it 
seemed,  of  iron,  and  dirtenng  from, the  distant  roar  of 
the  popular  tumult,  which  they  still  heard  from  the 
open  street,  as  men  hear  the  deep  voice  of  a  remote 
and  tenipestuous  ocean. 

"  By  Saint  Peter  of  the  fetters!"  said  Arthur,  who 
instantly  discovered  the  cause  of  the  sound,  "  the 
jailer  has  cast  the  door  to  the  staple,  or  it  has  escaped 
his  grasp.  The  sprins-lock  has  closed  upon  us,  and 
we  cannot  be  liberatea  saving  from  the  outside.— Ho, 
jailer  dog!  villain !  open  the  door,  or  thou  diest  I" 

'*  He  IS  probably  out  of  hearing  of  your  threats," 
said  the  elder  Philipson,  "  and  your  cries  avail  you 
nothing.  But  are  you  sure  the  Swiss  are  in  possession 
of  the  town?" 

'*  We  are  peaceful  occupants  of  it,"  answered  the 


Landemiman,  "  though  without  a  blow  given  on  oor 
side." 

'^Why,  then."  saki  the  Englishman,  "yourfollowera 
will  soon  find  you  out.  Arthur  and  I  are  paltry  ci- 
phers, and  our  absence  might  easily  pass  over  unob- 
served ;  but  you  are  too  important  a  figure  not  to  be 
missed  and  looked  after,  when  the  sum  of  your  num- 
ber is  taken." 

"  I  well  hope  it  will  prove  so,"  said  the  Landam- 
man, "  though  methinks  I  show  but  scurvily,  shut  up 
here  like  a  cat  in  a  cupboard  when  he  has  been  steal- 
ing cream.— Arthur,  my  brave  boy,  dost  thou  see  no 
means  of  shooting  back  the  boll  1  * 

Arthur,  who  had  been  minutely  examining  the  lock, 
replied  in  the  negative ;  and  added,  that  they  must 
take  patience  penorce,  and  arm  themselves  to  wait 
calmly  their  deliverance,  vhich  thev  could  do  nothing 
to  accelerate. 

Arnold  Biederman,  however,  felt  somewhat  severely 
the  neglect  of  his  sons  and  companions. 

"All  my  youths,  uncertain  whether  I  am  alive  or 
dead,  are  taking  the  opportunity  of  my  absence,  doubt- 
less, for  pillage  and  license— and  the  politic  Rudolph, 
I  presume,  cifies  not  if  I  should  never  reappear  on  the 
stage— the  Banneret,  and  the  white-bearded  fool 
Bonstetten,  who  calls  me  his  friend— every  neigh- 
bour has  deserted  me— and  yet  they  know  that  I  am 
anxious  for  the  safety  of  the  most  insignificant  of  them 
all,  as  dearer  to  me  than  my  own.  By  heavens !  it 
looks  like  stratsgem ;  and  shows  as  if  the  rash  young 
men  desired  to  get  rid  of  a  rule  too  regular  and  peace- 
ful,, to  be  pleasing  to  those  who  are  eager  for  war  and 
conquest. 

The  Landamman,  fretted  out  of  his  usual  serenity 
of  temper,  and  afraid  of  the  misbehaviour  of  his 
countrymen  in  his  absence,  thus  reflected  upon  his 
friends  and  companions,  while  the  distant  noise  soon 
died  away  into  the  most  abaolute  and  total  ailence. 

"  What  ia  to  do  now  7"  said  Arthur  Philipson.  "  I 
trust  they  will  take  the  opportunity  of  quiet  to  go 
through  the  roU-calL  and  inquire  then  who  are  miss- 
ing." 

It  seemed  as  if  the  young  man's  wish  had  some 
efiicacy,  for  he  had  scarce  uttered  it  before  the  lock 
was  turned,  and  the  door  set  ajar  by  someone  who 
escaped  up  stairs  from  behind  it,  before  those,  who 
were  set  at  liberty  could  obtain  a  glance  of  their  de- 
liverer. 

"It  is  the  jailer,  doubdess,"  said  the  Landamman, 
"  who  may  be  apprehensivei  as  he  has  some  reason, 
that  we  might  prove  more  incenaed  at  our  detention 
in  the  dungeon,  than  grateful  for  our  deliverance.". 

As  they  spoke  thus  they  ascended  the  narrow  stairs, 
and  issued  from  the  door  of  the  Gate-house  tower, 
where  a  singular  spectacle  awaited  them.  The  Swiss 
Deputies,  and  their  escort,  still  remained  standing  fast 
and  firm  on  the  very  spot  where  Hagenbach  had  pro- 
posed to  assail  them.  A  few  of  the  late  Governor's 
soldiers,  disarmed,  and  cowering  from  the  rage  of  a 
multitude  of  the  citizenai  who  now  filled  the  streets, 
stood  with  downcsst  looks  behind  the  phalanx  of  the 
mountaineers,  as  their  safest  place  of  retreat.  But 
this  was  not  all. 

The  cara,  so  lately  placed  to  obstruct  the  passage 
of  the  street,  were  now  joined  tMeiher,  and  aerved 
to  support  a  platform,  or  scaffold^  which  had  been 
hastily  constructed  of  planks.  On  this  was  placed  a 
chair,  in  which  sat  a  tall  man,  with  his  bead,  neck, 
and  shouldere  bare,  the  rest  of  his  body  clothed  in 
bright  armour.  His  countenance  was  as  pale  as 
death,  yet  young  Philipson  recognized  the  hard- 
hearted (Governor,  Sir  Archibald  de  HaMnbach.  He 
appeared  to  be  bound  to  the  chair.  On  his  right,  and 
close  beside  him,  stood  the  Priest  of  Saint  Paura 
muttering  prayers,  with  his  breviary  \n  his  hand; 
while  on  his  left,  and  somewhat  behind  the  capUve, 
appeared  a  tall  man,  attired  in  red,  and  leaning  w^h 
both  hands  on  the  naked  sword,  which  has  bet  n  de- 
scribed on  a  former  occasion.  The  instant  that  Ar- 
nold Biederman  appeared,  and  before  ihe  Landam- 
man rould  open  his  lips  to  demand  the  meamng  of 
what  he  saw,  the  priest  drew  back,  the  executioner 
stepped  forwanL  the  sword  was  brandished,  the  blow 
wns  struck,  and  the  virlim^s  head  rolled  on  the  scaf- 
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fold.  A  general  acclam&iioii  and  dapping  of  handa^ 
like  that  by  which  a  crowd^ni  theatre  approves  of 
aome  well-RniL'ed  porformt'r,  followed  this  feat  of 
dexterity.  XVhile  the  hcndU'Bs  corpse  shot  streams 
from  the  arterirs,  which  were  dnmk  up  hy  the  saw- 
dust that  strewed  the  sciiffold,  the  executioner  Rrace- 
fuljy  presented  himself  alicrnniely  at  the  four  corners 
of  the  stni;e,  inodi-sily  bowinpr,  ns  the  multitude 
greeted  him  wiili  cheers  of  .ipprohaiioii. 

"Nobles,  knights,  gentlemen  of  free-born  blood, 
and  gootl  citizens,"  he  nuid,  "  who  have  assisted  at 
this  act  of  high  justice^  1  pray  you  to  bear  me  witness 
that  this  judpiient  hath  been  executed  after  the  form 
of  the  sentence,  nt  one  blow,  and  without  stroke 
missed  or  repealed." 

The  acclamations  were  reiterated. 

"Long  live  our  Seharfgerichier  Steinernherz,  and 
many  a  tyrant  may  he  doHiis  duty  on  !" 

"Noble  friends,"  said  the  executioner,  with  the 
deepest  obeisance,  "  I  have  yet  another  word  to  say, 
and  it  must  be  a  proud  one.— God  be  ^cious  to  the 
soul  of  this  good  and  noble  knight,  Sir  Archibald  de 
Hagenbach.  He  was  the  patron  of  my  youth,  and 
my  guide  to  the  path  of  honour.  Eight  steps  have  I 
mane  towards  free<Jom  and  nobility  on  the  heads  of 
freeborn  knights  and  nobles,  who  nave  fallen  by  his 
authority  and  command:  and  the  ninth,  by  which  I 
have  attained  it,  is  upon  nis  own,  in  grateful  memory 
of  which  I  will  expend  this  purse  o^gold,  which  but 
nn  hour  aince  he  b<.>stowtHl  on  me,  in  masses  for  his 
soul.  Grenllemen,  noble  friends,  and  now  my  equals, 
I.a  Pereiie  has  lost  a  nobleman  and  gained  one. 
Our  Lady  be  graeious  to  the  departeil  knight,  Sir 
Archibald  Je  Hagenbach,  and  bless  and  prosper  the 
progress  of  Stt?pnen  Steinernherz  von  Blut-sacker, 
now  free  and  noble  of  right  !"♦ 

^  Thcro  in  abnudMt  pvid^ec  thnt  in  tlte  middle  (iron  fhfl 
oflW  of  public  eiocutioner  wu  c«ti'«<mcd  liifhijr  honourable 
nil  o\'er  Germanjr-  It  atill  it,  in  laicii  |iart4  of  that  country  a« 
retain  the  olil  custom  of  execution  by  Hiroko  of  «iword.  very  fur 
fVom  beinK  held  ducreditable  to  the  eiloni  to  whirli  vfc  carry 
our  feeiinpton  the  lubject,  and  which  «*x|)OiMMi  the  mnpitftretOH 
of  a  Sciitrh  town,  I  rather  think  no  h>M  a  one  than  Ghngow,  to 
a  pood  d«}al  of  ridicuU!  when  they  advf'rtidod,  Hune  few  years 
ofo,  on  occasion  of  the  death  of  their  hnmrman.  that  "  nonp  but 
porvonn  of  rc4pertahle  charai'icr"  mvd  apply  for  th^  vnrant 
«itaation.  At  thii  day  in  China,  in  lVr«ia.  and  probably  in 
other  Oriental  kingdom*,  the  Chief  EvHCUtinnnr  i*  one  of  the 
mat  offlcent  of  ttam,  and  ii«  tu  proud  of  the  emblem  of  hi^ 
ratal  duty,  ax  any  Eumiiean  Lord  Chamberlain  of  hi«  Unlden 
Key. 

The  eirRum)itanr<>A  of  the  Ptitince  trial  and  cxf^cution  of  tlie 
fCniffht  of  Ilafcnbarh  are  deiailKii  minntply  by  .M.  dc  Hamnle, 
from  contemporary  MR  document*,  and  the  render  will  be 
gratified  with  a  ■penmen  of  ihat  writer  *  narrativp.  A  tranila- 
tion  i«  alio  ri^cn  for  the  benefit  of  many  of  my  kmd  readem 

"  De  toute*  part*  on  riaii  accounm  iiar  milliSm  pniir  aniitter 
iu  prooea  de  ce  cruel  ponverneur,  tani  la  haine  rtait  rraiide  con- 
tra lui.  De  aa  prison,  il  enlendait  rctentir  xur  lo  pont !«'  puk  den 
clievaux,  et«'en<|Uerait  &  «on  ppuliprde  roux  qui  arnvniimt :  coit 
pour  Aire  a^ii  jupi'N.  voit  {Hiur  ctrc  irmoin*  de  turn  supplirc.  Par- 
fbia  la  peOlier  repoiidait,  '  Ce  nont  do4  •'■tmnirerR  :  je  le  nc  con- 
iMiia  pas.'  '  Ne  •^ont— ce  pas,'  dis^iit  Ip  iirisimiiier.  '  ties  fcns 
anaez  mal  v^tns,  de  haute  laille.  de  ff»rte  aoparpm*'*,  montrii  mir 
des  chevaiix  aux  courieti  orviUes  V  n  si  le  ire'>lier  repondail  : 
'  Oui,'~*  Ah  CO  soni  les  Suisms.'  s'l'criaii  Marenbach,  '  Mon 
Dieu,  aycx  pitie  de  inoi  •'  nt  il  so  rapp«*l>iit  toutes  les  insultes 
qu'il  leur  avail  faiies,  iitute^  nen  insulcnn>it  enters  pux.  II  pen- 
lait.  mai«  trop  tard.  (|uc  nViait  leur  alliance  avec  la  maison 
d'Antrinhe  qui  niaii  cauMe  de  tui  iH>riH.  1^)4  Mai  H7t.  apres 
•voir  eiK  mu  &  la  question,  il  fut.  &  la  dilnrttnco  d'Hermann 
d'Eptiiimn,ffouverneur  pour  farchiduc,  ainem-  devani  sos  ju^es, 
■ur  la  place  publique  de  Bri^auh.  8a  conlenance  rtaii  ferme  et 
d'un  Homme  qui  n<*  craiiil  pas  la  mort  Henri  Iselin  de  B&lc 
porta  la  parole  au  noin  d'llonnann  d'Eplinpen.  afissant  pour  l<> 
wiffiieur  du  pa.vs.  II  paria  I  pen  pW>s  en  ces  tenner  :  Pierre  tie 
Ilaienbach,  chevalier,  maitre  d'hdilel  de  .Monieitneur  le  Due  du 
Bourgoirne,  et  son  fouverneur  dans  le  pays  do  S<-raiie  et  Haute- 
Aliace.  aurait  drl  rc^fiecter  les  privilepes  reM*rviSp  par  Tacte  d'on- 
Kafement ;  mai^  il  n'a  pas  moms  froitir.  aux  pieds  les  loisde  Dieu 
ot  des  liommes,  que  les  droits  jures  ct  parantis  au  fiay^.  II  a  fait 
mettie  k  mort  sons  jui|umont  <]intre  honni;tea  bourirtHjiii  de  8'- 
ratte  ;  il  a  det>ouilIr  la  viilc  de  Hrisach  de  sa  jundiction.  et  r  a 
I'tabli  jufe*  et  consuls  de  son  choix  ;  il  a  rompu  el  disperse  les 
nommuneul^'i  de  la  buurruoise  et  des  metiers ;  il  a  leve  des  im- 
pOts  par  sa  veule  volont>^  ;  li  a.  coniro  loutes  les  lois,  logr  chez 
mt  iiabitons  des  irons  de  runrre— I^imtiardii,  Frnu<;ais,  Picardii, 
ou  Flamands  ;  et  n  favorise  leur  disnrdres  el  pillages.  II  Imir  a 
m*me  eommande  d'pirurffi>r  leurs  hOtes  durant  la  duiI,  ct  ax-ait 
nut  pn^parrr,  pour  y'embarquor  le«  feramns  et  lea  enfana,  ilei< 
battfmux  f|ui  devaient  tin  suhmerres  dani  le  Rhin.  finfin,  lnr« 
m(me  qu'il  rpjbiiorait  dc  lellcs  cnianles  sur  tes  nrdres  qu'il  a 
ra^iM,  eomment  (wurrait  il  s'exRiiserd'aroir  fait  violence  er  iql- 
ra««  a  Phonneur  de  unl  de  flllni  et  femmea,  et  m^nM  de  saintes 
mifieuae^  )" 


With  that  he  took  the  feather  ont  of  the  cap  of  the 
deceased,  which,  soiled  with  the  blood  of  the  wearrr, 
lay  near  his  body  upon  the  scoffold.  and,  putiins  it 
into  his  own  official  bonnet^  received  the  homage  of 
the  crowd  in  loud  huzzas,  which  were  partly  in  earoect, 
partly  in  ridicule  of  such  an  unusual  transfonnaiion. 

.Arnold  Biedcrman  at  length  found  breath,  which 
the  extremity  of  surprise  had  at  first  denied  him.  In- 
(IcihI,  the  whole  execution  had  passed  much  too 
rapidly  for  thcjpossibility  of  hia  interference. 

"Wno  has  dared  to  act  this  tragedy  }"  he  said  in- 
dignantly ;  "  And  by  what  nsht  has  it  taken  place  X' 

A  cavalier,  richly  dresseu  in  blue,  replied  to  the 
question — 

"The  free  citizens  of  Bale  have  acted  for  them- 
selves, as  the  fathers  of  Swiss  liberty  set  them  inei- 
ample;  and  the  tvrant,  De  Hagenbach,  has  fallen bf 
the  same  right  wnich  put  to  death  the  tyrant  Ueydif. 
We  bore  with  him  till  his  cup  was  brimming  over, 
and  then  we  bore  no  longer." 

"  I  say  not  but  that  he  deserved  death."  replied  the* 
Lnndamman ;  "but  for  your  own  sake  and  for  omit 
you  should  have  forborne  him  till  the  Duke's pleaMN 
was  known." 

"What  tell  you  uaof  the  Duke?"  answered  Ln* 
renz  Neippen;,  the  same  blue  cavalier  whom  Anindr 
had  seen  at  the  secret  rendezvous  of  the  Bileae  yonih, 
in  company  with  Rudolph,— "Why  talk  you  of  Bar* 
gundy  to  us,  who  are  none  of  his  subjects?  Hv 
Emperor,  our  only  rightful  lord,  had  no  title  lopan 
the  town  and  fbrtificatii>na  of  [.a  Fcrette.  being,  it  it 
is,  a  de|>endeney  of  Bale,  t  >  the  prejudice  of  ourfr* 
city.  He  might  have  pledged  the  revenue  indeed; 
and  supposing  him  to  have  done  so,  the  debt  hosbeci 
paid  twice  over  by  the  exactions  levied  by  yondeny- 
pressor,  who  has  now  received  his  due.    But  paaioii 

"  D'antnw  areoaatinns  fiirent  )M>rt^e«  dans  lea  intermntoiiv: 
et  des  lemoms  attesterfnt  les  violences  faiiea  bus  fcos  de  M^ 
hauMn  et  aux  MarrhoniU  de  lUle. 

"  Pour  kuivre  foules  les  formes  de  la  jnsiice.  on  avail  doarf 
un  avorat  il  I'accusor.  '  Messire  Pierre  de  HarenbarJi, ditil.* 
reconnait  d'oulru  jure  ct  d'autre  seigneur  que  Moni«ifnrarN 
Due  dc  Bourgngne.  uont  il  avait  commission,  et  rcQcviit  irt 
commnndcmona.  11  n'avail  nul  droit  de  contrOler  les  omreiqB'd 
^tnil  charir^  d'oxi'cuter ;  ol  son  devoir  ftait  d'obrir.  N«  •tii-si 
ims  qiioIlL*  snmmission  les  rens  de  giierre  doivent  I  leor  m^itofK 
vl  maitrt)  1  Croit-nn  que  le  landvoft  de  MunaeigneurleDiMMl 
^  lui  rrmontrcr  et  a  lui  reiiisier }  Et  monweipietir  o'a-itl  IM 
ensuilp,  i«r  sa  prraence,  coniimir  ct  nliiir  tout  ce  qui  itNl 
I'l'  fliit en  son  nom  7  8i  den  imiidtsont  el« demand^*. c'e»tfrt 
avatt  twsoin  d'arrenL  Pour  les  recueillir,  il  a  bian  ^llu  pa* 
ceux  qui  «e  refusaienl  &  (wyer.  C'e«t  no  qae  MonaoicnewleDai 
el  iiifiiH'  I'emiiereur.  quand  ils  sont  vcnuii.  ont  reoooau  wkKt 
saire.  Le  lofenicnt  des  tens  de  franrc  rtait  ausoi  la  soiuiB 
ordres  du  Due.  Quant  \  la  juridiction  de  Briaeh  ;  le  (aadil^ 
IHiuvait-il  souffrir  ceile  reiiitanee  1  Enfin  dans  una  sAusa 
prave,  ou  il  y  va  de  la  vie,  etmvienl-il  de  prodairs  eoaai  4 
(eritahie  frief,  le  dernier  dont  a  rarl^  I  aeeasateur  ?  hra 
ceux  qui  ecoutenl,  y  en  a-t-il  un  aenl  qui  iwiaee  m  vaDierdrM 
pas  avoir  aaisi  les  occasions  de  se  divertir  '  N'est-il  paii 
que  .Meitstre  de  Ha:wnbacli  a  sriilemonl  profttf  de  ta  ' 
volonlf  de  qaelques  frmmrs  ou  filles  :  on,  pouriDetlie  Its  i 
au  pis.  qu'il  n'a  cjicrce  d'autre  contrainte  eav«n  dies qu'wat' 
yen  de  son  hon  argent  ^" 

"  Les  ju^s  si^irrront  long  lempt  nur  leur  tnbaniL  !)■■ 
houreH  eniieres  pawtfrent  sans  que  raflhire  fttl  lermuiee.  LaflW 
de  Hagenbach,  inujours  fenne  et  calme,  n'all€g«a  d'aalM  #■ 
fenses.  d'aulres  czcusee.  qup  cellea  qu'il  avail  oopirf  dcjt  iM 
la  loriure— les  ordres  et  la  volonte  de  aon  aaigoear,  qui  fialtHi 
M>ul  juge  et  le  oi'ul  qui  pOt  lui  demonder  comple.  . 

"  Entin,  a  sept  heures  du  aoir,  &  la  clartr  des  flambnu.H 
jnges,  aprds  avoir  drrlar?  qu'k  eiu  aiiparlenait  le  dmil  di  9» 
nonrcr  sur  lea  rrinies  impuit's  au  lairavogt,  l«  flicnt  np^timi* 
rvndirent  lour  sentence  qui  le  eomdemna  k  mort  II  nt  t^fmm 
pas  davnniage  :  et  domanda  pour  touie  grme*  d'avoirsei 
la  ti'^te  tranchi'e.    Huit  bourreaux  dea  divwrsea  villetse 


irrenl  pour  Gxi(<cutor  I'arr^t.  Cciui  do  Ckilmar,  qui  paa«it  pMrh 
plus  adroit,  fut  prefer^.  Avant  de  la  conduira  a  I^gdiafca^t* 
SHimt  chevaliers  qui  flftisalenl  nartte  desjugo*  raqaimtqaiMf 
sire  do  Hagenbach  Hit  degrade  dc  ■■  dignil/  do  elievslm**'' 
tous  aes  honueiins.  Pinir  tors  s'avanca  Qasnard  Hartcr,  ^ 
de  rem|wn>iir  ;  el  il  dit  :  *  Pierre  de  Hagvabaeh,  il  i 
graiidoment  quo  vous  ayoz  si  mal  employe  vnti«  via  i 
de  Mirle  ou'ii  convienl  que  vous  peruier  noti-sealeift  ladjg 
nite  et  ordra  ile  clievalHrie.  mais  aoiisi  la  vio.  Tone dciairMM 
de  rvmlre  In  justicv,  do  pmlcgnr  la  veuve  el  rnrphalin:  a*^ 


Specter  les  femmes  et  les  fliles,  d  honorer  lea  laialca  pittn:  * 
vous  apiMisnr  a  ioulo  injuste  violence  ;  eL  oa  coatraifc.  «•* 
que  vous  dcviex  eoipeclier.  AyantaiaHV' 
de  nlievalerie,  et  oox  aatmeaa  4**^ 
alien  iei  iiesarDi  rn'oatanjoiniitMa*? 


avezc4immis  tout  re 
full  au  noble  on  Ire 

aviex  junts.  les  die  va  lien  iei  iiesarDi  rn'oat  atijoini 
Oter  lei  insignes.    No  les  voyani  par  our  tow  en  ea  i 
vous  pruclame  indine  chevalier  dp  Saint  Qooifle,  aa 
riionneor  dufjuel  uu  vous  avail  autrefois  hooorf  de  ' 
cluivalerie. '    Puis  s'avan^  Hemann  d'Epiingaa : 
vieni  fie  te  d^grader  de  ehavalerir,  ja  la  depnoille  da  Ma 


eSiv. 


Ciur.  XVL] 


ANNE  OF  GE1£RST£IN. 


V 


LaDdamoBaii  of  Uoterwalden.  If  our  actiona  dis- 
pleBse  you,  abjure  them  at  the  footstool  of  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy ;  but,  in  doing  so,  abjure  the  memory  of 
William  Tell,  and  Siaufbacher,  of  Purat,  and  Melch- 
laL  the  £athera  of  Swiaa  freedom." 

^  You  apeak  truth,"  aaid  the  Landamman ;  "  but  it 
ia  in  an  iJl-choaen  and  unbapi^y  time.  Patience  would 
have  remedied  your  evila,  which  none  felt  more  dee&- 
Ijr,  or  would  have  redreased  more  willingly,  than  I. 
But  0,  imprudent  young  man,  you  have  thrown  aside 
the  modesty  of  your  age,  and  the  subjection  you  owe 
td  your  elders.  William  Tell  and  his  brethren  were 
men  of  years  and  judgment,  husbands  and  faihers, 
having  a  right  to  be  heard  in  council,  and  to  be  fore- 
most m  action.  Enough-— I  leave  it  with  Uie  fathers 
and  senators  of  your  own  city,  to  acknowledge  or  to 
reprove  your  actions.— But  you,  my  friends.— you, 
Banneret  of  Berne,— you,  Rlidolph,  above  all,  you, 
Nicholas  Bonstetten,  my  comrade  and  my  friend,  why 
did  you  not  take  this  miserable  man  under  your  pro- 
jection 1  The  action  would  have  shown  Bui^ndy, 
that  we  were  alandered  by  those  who  have  declared 
us  desirous  of  seeking  a  quarrel  with  him,  or  of  incit- 

chtfae  d'or,  anoMUi,  poigmrd,  •peron,  futelet'  II  toslui  prit  et 
IttitQ  fnpp«  Ib  viaafe,  etajouta ; '  ChovslMni,  et  voiui  qui  oesiras 
ta  (toveoir,  j'espCreque  cette  punition  publique  vomi  aervim  d'ex- 
eaBpl«,  et  que  voua  Tirez  dene  !•  cminte  de  Diea,  noblement  et 
Tailltmnient,  aelon  la  dignity  de  le  ehevalerie  et  rhonneor  de 
voo*  Dom.*  Eofio,  le  pnvM  d'EinMlheim  et  mueohal  de  cette 
e«r.3aiMion  de  jugea,  ae  leva,  et  a'adraaaant  au  bouneau  ioi  dit : 
'  faitea  aelon  la  juatioe.' 

"  Tow  lea  jucn  monterent  I  eheval  ainii  qu'  Hermann  d'Bp> 
tiofen.  An  milieu  d'euz  marehait  Piem  de  Hatenbach,  entre 
deox  prf  tree.  C'«taik  peudant  la  nuit  Dea  torcbea  €clairaieac 
lamarehe :  une  foule  immenae  ae  preaaait  autour  de  oe  triate  eor- 
tife.  Le  oondamog  a'eotreteaait  avec  aon  confeaaeur  d'un  air 
vmx  et  recneilli,  roaia  feme  ;  ae  reconmandant  aaaai  aux  pri- 
ena  de  toua  oaax  qui  renloumienL  Arrive  dana  une  prairie  de* 
vant  la  pone  de  la  ville,  il  monta  anr  reehaflTand  d'ud  paa  aaaurS ; 
puia  eievant  la  voix  :— 

" '  Je  n'ai  pas  peur  de  la  mort,'  dit-il  ;  *  onoore  qoe  je  ne  Tat- 
teadiaae  paa  de  eette  aorte,  maia  bien  lea  armea  k  la  main  ;  que 
je  Dlaina  e'eat  tout  ie  ihng  que  le  mien  fera  couler.  Monaeignear 
ae  lataaata  point  oe  jour  aana  vengeance  pour  moi.  Je  ne  re- 
gratte  ni  ma  vie,  ni  raon  oorpa.  J'6taia  nomme— pries  pour 
moi*  II  a'entratint  encore  un  inatant  avec  aon  confeaaeur,  pre- 
tenta  la  t^te  et  ragut  le  coap."-M.  os  Bajumtb,  toai.  x.  p.  107. 

TR4NSLATIOM. 

"  Such  waa  the  detaatatioii  in  which  thie  cmd  gOTemor  was 
baM,  Uiat  moltiuidea  flocked  in  ftom  all  quartera  to  be  preaent 
at  hia  trial.  Me  heard  (Vom  hia  priaon  the  bridge  re-echo  with 
the  tread  of  horaea,  and  would  aak  of  bi«  jailer  reapecting  thoae 
who  were  arriving,  whether  the/  might  be  hia  judgea,  or  thoae 
daairooa  of  witneaaing  hia  puniahment  Sometimea  the  jailer 
would  anawor,  '  theae  ara  atmngeis  whom  I  know  noL'— '  Are 
aot  ibev,'  aaid  the  priaoner, '  men  meanir  clad,  tall  in  atature, 
and  of  bold  mien,  mounted  on  ahort-eared  horaea  V  And  if  the 
jailer  anawered  in  the  affirmative,  '  Ah,  Iheae  arp  the  Swiaa,' 
cried  Hagenbach.  '  M/  God,  have  mercj  on  me  I'  and  he  re- 
called to  mind  all  the  raaulta  and  cnieltiea  he  had  heaped  upon 
them.  He  conaidered.  bat  too  late,  that  their  alliance  with  the 
nooae  of  Auatria  had  been  hia  deatruction. 

"On  the  4tli  of  Mav,  H74,  after  beinc  nut  to  the  torture,  he 
waa  brought  before  hia  judgea  in  the  pubnc  aquaie  of  Briaach, 
at  the  ioatanoe  of  Hennann  d'Eptingen,  who  governed  (br  the 
Archduke.  Hia  countenance  waa  firm,  a*  one  who  feara  not 
death.  Henrf  laelin  of  Bile  flrat  apoke  in  the  name  of  Hermann 
d'Bptinteo,  who  acted  for  the  lord  of  the  country.  He  proceeded 
in  oaarif  theee  lerma  :-*  Peter  de  Hageabach,  knight,  ateward 
of  mf  lord  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  hia  governor  iu  the 
country  of  Seratte  and  Haute  Alaace,  waa  bound  to  obaerve  the 
pnvileftea  reeerved  by  act  of  compact,  but  he  haa  alike  trampled 
under  foot  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  and  the  riglita  which  have 
been  guaranteed  by  oath  to  the  country.  He  has  caused  four 
vonbipAii  Iwrgeaaea  of  Seratta  to  be  put  lo  death  without 
tnal ;  he  haa  apoiled  the  city  of  Briaach,  and  eatabliabed  Uiere 
jodgee  and  conaula  choaen  by  himanlf ;  he  haa  broken  and  dia* 

E»d  the  varioua  communities  of  Burghers  and  eraftimeu  ;  he 
levied  inmosts  of  his  own  will ;  contrary  to  every  law,  he 
has  quBitereo  upon  the  inhabitants  aoldieis  of  various  eoun- 
tnes,  Lombards,  French,  men  of  Picordy  and  Pleminga,  and  has 
aaeouraged  them  in  pillage  and  disorder ;  he  has  even  com* 
Bianded  theae  men  to  notcher  their  hosfea  during  nifcht,  and  had 
caused  boats  to  be  prepared  to  embark  therein  women  and 
ehildreu  to  be  sunk  in  the  Rhine.  Finally,  ahoald  be  pl«ul  the 
ordera  which  he  had  received  as  an  excuse  for  these  cruelties, 
how  can  ho  dear  himself  of  having  dishonoured  ao  many 
women  and  maidena,  even  those  under  religious  v6wa  V 
.  *  Other  oeeuaationa  were  brought  againat  him  by  examina- 
tipn,  and  witnesses  proved  outraiges  committed  on  the  people 
Of  Mulhouseo,  and  the  merchants  of  Btle. 

That  evenr  form  of  juatioe  might  be  obeerved,  an  advocate 
was  ap|N>iated  to  defend  the  accused.    '  Meaaiie  Peter  da  Ha> 


frabalh,'  aaid  he, '  recogniaes  no  other  judge  or  matter  than 
»y  UNwiha  Duke  of  Burgundy,  whose  commission  be  bore  and 
wnott  orders  he  reeeived.  He  had  no  control  over  the  ordera 
he  was  charged  to  execute  ;— l)is  duty  was  to  obey.  Who  is 
itaorant  of  tba  wabwimkm  doa  by  military  ratainers  to  their 


ing  his  subjects  to  revolt.  Now,  alt  these  prejudices 
will  be  confirmed  in  the  minds  of  men,  naturally 
more  tenacious  of  evil  impressions  than  of  those 
which  are  favourable." 

"  As  I  live  by  bread,  good  gossip  and  neighbour," 
answered  Nicholas  Bonstetten,  "  I  thought  to  obey 
your  injunctions  to  a  tittle ;  so  much  so,  that  I  onco 
thought  of  breaking  in  and  protecting  the  man,  when 
Rudolph  Donnerhugel  reminded  me.  that  your  last 
orders  were,  to  stand  Grm,  and  let  the  men  of  Bite 
answer  for  their  own  actions ;  and  surely,  said  I  to 
myself;  my  gossip  Arnold  knows  better  than  all  (^ 
us  what  is  ntting  to  be  done." 

"Ah,  Rudolph,  Rudolph."  said  the  Landamman, 
looking  on  him  with  a  displeased  countenance, "  wert 
thou  not  ashamed  thus  to  deceive  an  old  man  7" 

"  To  say  I  deceived  him  is  a  hard  chaige  f  but  from 
you,  Landamman."  answered  the  Bernese,  with  his 
usual  deference,  I  can  bear  any  thing.  I  will  only 
say,  that,  being  a  member  of  this  embassy,  I  am 
obliged  to  think,  and  to  give  my  opinion  as  such, 
especially  when  ne  is  not  present  who  is  wise  enough 
to  lead  and  direct  us  alL" 

lord  and  mosterl  Con  any  one  believe  that  the  laadvogt  of  my 
lord  the  Duke  could  remonstrate  with  or  resiat  him  1  And  has 
not  my  lord  confirmed  and  ratified  by  hia  preaenoe  all  acta  done 
in  hia  namel  If  impoafea  have  lieen  levied,  it  waa  l)ecanae  he 
had  need  of  saoney  ;  to  obtain  it,  it  was  neeesaaiy  to  punish 
those  who  reAised  payment:  thia  proceeding  my  lord  the  Duke, 
and  the  Emperor  himaelf,  when  preaent,  have  conaidered  as  ex- 
pedient The  quartering  of  aoldiera  waa  alao  in  accordance  with 
the  orden  of  the  Duke.  With  respect  to  the  juriadietion  of 
Briaach.  could  the  Uindvogt  permit  any  restatonoe  tnua  that 
quarter)  To  conclude,  in  ao  aerious  an  aflair,— one  which 
touchea  the  life  of  the  prisoner,— can  the  lost  areuaatioa  be 
really  conaidered  a  grievance  1  Among  all  thoee  who  hear  me, 
ia  there  one  man  who  eon  aav  he  haa  never  committed  almiUar 
hnprudendea  7  Is  it  not  evident  that  Measire  de  HagODbooh 
has  only  taken  advantage  of  the  good-will  of  some  giito  and 
women,  or,  at  the  worst,  that  his  money  was  (he  only  restiaiot 
impoaed  upon  them  1* 

'*  The  judges  aat  for  a  long  time  on  the  tribunal.  Twelve 
hours  elapaed  before  the  termination  of  the  trial.  The  Knight 
of  Hagenoaoh,  alwayacalm  and  undaunted,  brought  forward  no 
other  defence  or  excuse,  than  what  he  had  before  given  wbea 
under  the  torture :  viz.  Uie  ordera  and  will  of  hia  lord,  who 
alone  waa  hia  Judge,  and  who  alone  could  demand  an  explana- 
tion. At  length,  at  aeven  in  the  evening,  and  by  the  light  of 
tordiea,  the  judgea,  after  having  declared  it  their  province  to 
pronounce  judgment  on  the  Crimea  of  which  the  lendvogt  was 
aceuaed,  eanaed  him  to  be  called  before  them,  and  delivered 
their  aenlence  condemning  him  to  death.  He  betrayed  no 
emotion,  and  only  demanded  aa  a  favour,  that  be  should  be 
beheaded.  Eight  executioners  of  various  towna  presented  them-, 
aelves  to  execute  Uie  aentenoe ;  the  one  belonging  to  Colmor, 
who  was  accounted  the  moat  expert,  waa  preferred. 

"  Before  conducting  him  to  the  aooifold,  the  sixteen  kniibts, 
who  acted  as  judges,  reouired  that  Meaaire  de  Hofenoach 
ahottid  be  degraded  f^om  the  dignity  of  knight,  and  from  all 
hia  honoura.  Then  advanced  Oaapar  Hurler,  herald  of  the 
Emperor,  and  aaid :— '  Peter  de  Hagenbach,  I  deeply  deplcMe 
that  yon  have  ao  employed  your  mortal  lifo.  that  you  must  lose 
not  only  the  dignity  and  honour  of  knighthood,  but  your  life 
alao.  Your  duty  was  to  render  justice,  to  protect  the  widow 
and  orphan,  to  respect  women  and  maidens,  to  honour  the  twdr 
priests,  to  oppose  evwy  unjust  outrage  :  but  70U  have  yourself 
committed  what  yon  ought  to  have  oppoaed  in  othera.  Having 
broken,  therefore,  the  oaths  which  you  have  awom,  and  bavinc 
forfeited  the  noble  order  of  knighthood,  the  knights  here 
present  have  enjoined  me  to  deprive  you  of  its  insignia.  Not 
perceiving  them  on  yourperaon  at  thie  moment,  I  proclaim  you 
unworthy  Knight  of  St.  George,  in  whoae  name  and  honour 
vou  were  formerly  admitted  Into  the  order  of  knighthood.* 
Then  Hermann  d'Eptingen  advanced.  *  Since  you  are  degraded 
fnun  knighthood.  1  deprive  you  of  your  collar,  gold  chain,  rinr, 
poniard,  apur,  and  gauntlet'  He  then  took  them  tnm  him,  and, 
atriking  him  on  the  fkce,  added :— '  Knighta,  and  you  who  as* 
pire  to  that  honour,  I  trust  this  public  punishment  will  serve  oa 
an  example  to  you,  and  that  you  will  five  in  the  four  of  Ood, 
nobly  and  valiantly,  in  acoordance  with  the  dignity  of  knight* 
hood,  and  the  honour  of  your  name.'  At  last  the  provoet  of 
Einselheim,  and  marshal  of  that  oommiasioa  of  judfes,  oroee, 
and  addressing  himself  to  the  executioner,—'  Let  justice  be 
done.* 

"All  the  judges,  along  with  Hermann  d'Eptingen,  mounted 
on  horseback  ;  in  the  midst  of  them  walked  Peter  de  Haaea- 
bach  between  two  priesta..  tt  was  night,  and  they  marched  by 
the  light  of  torehee ;  an  immense  crowd  pressed  around  this 
■ad  proceesion.  The  priaoner  conversed  with  his  confessor, 
with  pious,  coUeeted,  and  firm  demeanour,  recommending  him- 
aelf to  the  prayers  of  the  spectatora.  On  arrivjiu  at  a  aMadow 
without  the  gate  of  the  town,  he  mounted  the  scaffold  with,  a 
firm  step,  and  elevating  hia  voice,  exclaimed  :— 

"  *  1  four  aat  death,  Ihave  always  expected  it ;  not,  indeed, 
in  this  manner,  but  with  arms  in  my  hand.  I  rBcret  alona  #• 
blood  which  mine  will  cause  to  be  shed ;  my  lord  will  aot 

Krmit  thia  day  to  paaa  unavenged.  I  regiet  neither  my  lift  or 
dy.  I  waa  a  man— pray  for  me  i'  He  conversed  an  Instant 
mora  with  hia  confossor,  prasentod  his  head,  and  reeeived  the 
blow."— M.  WBAaAMTB,  torn.  s.  p.  If7. 
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**Thy  words  are  aiway^e  fair,  Rudolph."  replied  Ar- 
nold Biederman,  "and  I  tmat  bo  is  thy  meaning. 
Yet  there  are  times  when  I  somewhat  doubt  it.— But 
let  disputes  pass,  and  let  me  have  your  advice,  my 
friends;  and  for  that  purpose  g)  we  where  it  mav 
bee!  profit  us,  even  to  the  church,  where  we  will 
first  return  our  thanks  for  our  deliverance  from  assas- 
sination, and  then  hold  counsel  what  next  is  lo  be 
done." 

The  Landamman  led  the  way,  accordingly,  to  the 
church  of  St.  Paul's,  while  his  companions  and  as- 
sociates followed  in  their  order.  This  gave  R^jdolph, 
who,  as  youngest,  sufiered  the  others  to  precede  bim, 
an  opportunity  to  beckon  to  him  the  Landamman's 
eldest  son,  Rudiger,  and  whispered  to  him  to  get  rid  of 
the  two  English  merchants. 

"Away  with  them,  my  dear  Rudiger,  by  fair  means, 
if  possible;  but  away  with  them  directly.  Thy  fa- 
ther is  besotted  with  these  two  Enslish  pedlars,  and 
will  listen  to  no  other  counsel ;  andthou  and  I  know, 
dearest  Rudiger,  that  such  men  as  these  are  unfit  to 

S've  laws  to  free-born  Switzera.  Get  the  trumpery 
ey  have  been  robbed  o(  or  as  much  of  it  as  is  ex- 
tant, together  as  fast  as  thou  canst,  and  send  them 
a-travelling  in  Heaven's  name." 

Rudiger  nodded  intelligently,  and  went  to  ofler  his 
senrioes  to  expedite  the  departure  of  the  elder  Philip- 
son.  He  found  the  sagacious  merchant  as  desirous  to 
escape  from  the  scene  of  confiision  now  presented  in 
the  town,  as  the  young  Swiss  could  be  to  urge  his  de- 
parture. He  only  waited  to  recover  the  casket  of 
which  De  Hagenbach  had  possessed  himself,  and  Ru- 
diger Biederman  set  on  foot  a  strict  search  after  it, 
which  was  the  more  likely  to  be  successful,  that  the 
■mplicitv  of  the  Swiss  prevented  them  from  setting 
the  true  value  upoii  its  contents.  A  strict  and  hasty 
search  was  immediately  instituted,  both  on  the  per- 
son of  the  dead  De  HM;enbach,  on  which  the  pre- 
cious packet  was  not  to  be  found,  and  on  all  who  had 
approached  him  at  his  execution,  or  were  supposed  to 
eiMoy  his  confidence. 

■  Young  Arthur  Philipson  would  gladly  have  availed 
himself  p{  a  few  moments  to  bid  farewell  to  Anne  of 
Geierstein.  But  the  gray  wimple  was  no  longer  seen 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Switzera,  and  it  was  reasonable 
to  think,  that  in  the  confusion  which  followed  the 
execntion  of  De  Hagenbach,  and  the  retreat  of  the 
leaders  of  the  little  hattalion,  she  had  made  her  es- 
cape into  some  of  the  adjacent  houses  while  the  sol- 
diers around  her,  no  longer  restrained  by  the  presence 
of  their  chiefs,  had  dispersed,  some  to  search  for  the 
^oods  of  which  the  Englishman  had  been  despoiled, 
others  doubtless  to  mingle  with  and  join  in  the  re- 
ioicings  of  the  victorious  youths  of  Bale,  and  of  those 
burghers  of  La  Ferette  by  whom  the  fortifications  of 
the  town  had  been  so  gently  surrendered. 

The  cry  amongst  them  was  universal,  that  Brisach, 
80  long  considered  as  the  curb  of  the  Swiss  confede- 
rates, and  the  barrier  against  their  commerce,  should 
henceforth  be  garrisoned,  as  their  protection  against 
the  encroachments  and  exactions  of  the  Duke  of 
Burfnindy  and  his  officers.  The  whole  town  was  in 
a  wild  but  joyful  jubilee,  while  the  citizens  vied  with 
each  other  in  ofllering  to  the  Swiss  every  species  of 
refreshment,  and  the  youths  who  attended  upon  the 
mission  hurried  gayly,  and  in  triumph,  to  profit  by 
the  circumstances,  wnich  had  so  unexpect^ly  con- 
verted the  ambuscade  so  treacherously  laid  for  them, 
into  a  genial  and  joyous  reception. 

Amid  this  scene  of  confusion,  it  was  impossible  for 
Artburto  quit  his  father,,  even  to  satisfy  the  feelings 
which  induced  him  to  wish  for  a  few  moments  at  his 
own  disposal.  Sad,  thoughtful,  and  sorrowful,  amid 
the  general  joy.  he  remained  with  the  parent  whom 
he  had  so  much  reason  to  love  and  honour,  to  assist 
him  in  securing  and  placing  on  their  mule  the  various 
packages  and  oales  which  the  honest  Switzers  had 
recovered  after  the  death  of  De  Hagenbach,  and 
which  they  emulated  each  other  in  bringing  to  their 
ri^^tful  owner ;  while  they  were  with  difficulty  pre- 
vaded  on  to  accept  the  guerdon  which  the  English- 
man, from  the  means  which  he  had  still  left  upon  his 
person,  was  disposed  not  merely  to  ofier,  but  to  force 
upon  the  restorers  of  his  property,  and  which,  in  their 


rude  and  simple  ideas,  seemed  greatlir  to  exceed  ik 
value  of  what  they  had  recovered  for  nim. 

This  scene  had  scarcely  lasterf  ten  or  fifteen  m- 
nutes,  when  Rudolph  Donoerhngel  appfoacfaed  the 
elder  Philipson,  and  in  a  tone  of  great  ooaneiy 
invited  him  to  join  the  council  of  the  Chiefr  of  the 
Embassy  of  the  Swiss  Cantons,  who,  he  said,  wcr 
desirous  of  having  the  advantage  of  hb  expoiesa 
upon  some  important  questions  respecting  wot  eoo- 
duct  on  these  unexpected  occnrrenoea. 

"  See  to  our  affairs,  Arthur^  and  stir  not  frDBH  the 
spot  on  which  I  leave  you,"  said  Phibpsoa  to  hisaoa. 
^'Look  emecially  after  the  sealed  packet  of  which  I 
was  so  infamously  and  illegally  robbed ;  its  reoovar 
is  of  the  utmost  consequence. 

So  speaking,  he  instantlvpre^anBd  himself  to  attead 
the  Bernese,  who  in  a  connoeotial  oianoer,  wfaiaperBd, 
as  he  went  arm-in-arm  with  him  towards  the  aiarck 
of  Sl  Paul's,— 

"I  think  a  man  of  your  wisdom  will  scarce  adviM 
us  to  trust  ourselves  to  the  mood  of  the  Duke  of  Bv- 
gundy.  when  he  has  received  such  an  injurr  as  ik 
loss  of  this  fortress,  and  the  execation  of  his  offies. 
Y'ou,  at  least,  would  be  too  judicioos  to  uSord  naaqr 
farther  the  advantage  of  your  company  and  society, 
since  to  do  so  would  be  wilfully  to  engage  in  cm 
shipwreck." 

^*I  will  give  my  best  adyice,"  answered  Ptuiipsoa, 
"  when  I  Hiall  be  more  particularly  acquainted  «Jik 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  askeid  of  me.** 

Rudolph  muttered  an  oath,  or  angry  exdamatioa. 
and  led  Philipson  to  the  church  vrithoat  farther  aisa- 
ment. 

In  a  small  chapel  adioining  to  the  church,  aad 
dedicated  to  Sl  Magnus  the  Martyr,  the  four  depatis 
were  assembled  in  close  conclave,  around  the  shriae 
in  which  the  sainted  hero  stood,  armed  as  when  he 
lived.  The  priest  of  St  Paul's  was  also  present,  and 
seemed  to  interest  himself  deeply  in  the  ddnale  whick 
was  taking  place.  When  Philipson  entered,  afi  west 
for  a  moment  silent,  until  the  Landammnn  addressed 
him  thus:— "Signior  Philipson,  we  esteem  yo«  a 
man  far  travelled,  well  versed  in  the  manner*  of 
foreign  lands,  and  aoooainted  with  the  oonditiooaof 
this  Duke  Charies  of  Bbrgundy ;  you  are  theicfocv  fi: 
to  advise  us  in  a  matter  of  great  weight.  Yoa  know 
with  what  anxiety  we  go  on  this  missbn  for  peaee 
with  the  Duke ;  you  also  know  what  has  diis  day 
happened,  which  may  probably  be  represented  lo 
Charlee  in  the  worst  colours ; — would  yon  advise  ns, 
in  such  a  case,  to  proceed  to  the  Duke's  presence; 
with  the  odium  of  this  action  attached  to  us ;  or 
should  we  do  better  to  return  home,  and  prepare  tar 
war  with  Burgundy  ?" 

"  How  do  your  own  opinions  stand  on  the  sobiect  T 
said  the  cautious  Englishman. 

"We  are  divided/'  answered  the  Banneret  of 
Berne. — "I  have  borne  the  banner  of  Berae  agaiast 
her  foes  for  thirty  years;  I  am  more  u-illing  to  cairr 
it  against  the  lances  of  the  knights  of  Hamaolt  ni 
Lorraine,  than  to  undergo  the  rude  treatment  whidi 
me  must  look  to  meet  at  the  footstool  of  tbe  Duke.** 

"  We  put  our  heads  in  the  lion's  mouth  if  we  0> 
forward,  said  Zimmerman  of  Soleure ; — *^my  opinioa 
is,  that  we  draw  back." 

"I  would  not  advise  retreat,"  said  Rudolph  Doo- 
nerhugel,  "were  my  life  afone  concerned;  hot  the 
Landamman  of  Unterwalden  is  the  faibier  of  ths 
United  Cantons,  and  it  would  be  parricide  if  leoa- 
sentcd  to  put  his  life  in  peril.  My  advice  is.  that  wt 
return,  and  that  the  Confederacy  stand  on  their  it- 
fence. 

"  My  opinion  is  difierflHt."  said  Arnold  Biederman;. 
"nor  will  I  forgive  any  man,  who,  whether  in  iioocR 
or  feigned  friendship,  places  my  poor  life  in  tbe  scale 
with  the  advantage  of  the  Cantona.  If  we  90  for 
ward,  we  risk  our  heads— be  it  so.  But  if  we  tin 
back,  we  involve  our  country  in  war  with  a  power  of 
the  first  magnitude  in  Europe.  Worthy  citixena!  hm 
are  brave  in  fight,— show  your  fortitude  as  boUlr 
now ;  and  let  us  not  hesitate  to  incur  such  penonal 
danger  as  may  attend  ourselves,  if  by  doing  so  we 
can  gain  a  chance  of  peace  for  Qur  ooontry." 

"I  think  and  vote  with  my  neighbour  and 
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Arnold  Biedennao,"  said  the  laconic  deputy  ftom 
Sehwitt. 

"You  hear  how  we  ave  divided  in  opinion^"  said 
the  Landamman  to  Philipson ;  "  What  is  your 
^nion  1" 

"I  would  first  ask  of  you,"  said  the  Englisnman, 
"  what  has  been  your  part  in  this  storming  of  a  town 
occupied  by  the  Duke  s  forces,  and  putting  to  death 
his  Govemor  7" 

'"  So  help  me,  Heaven !"  said  the  Landamman,  "  as 
I  knew  not  of  any  purpose  of  storming  the  town  until 
it  unexpectedly  took  place." 

"And  for  the  execution  of  De  Hagenbach,"  said 
the  Black  Prieat^  "  I  swear  to  vou,  stranger,  by  my 
holy  order,  that  it  took  place  under  the  direction  of  a 
competent  court,  whose  sentence  Charles  of  Bur- 
gunay  himself  is  bound  to  reqpec^  and  whose  pro- 
ceedings the  deputies  of  the  Swiss  mission  could 
neither  have  advanced  nor  retarded." 

*'  If  such  be  the  case,  and  if  you  can  realiy  prove 
yoorsefves  free  of  these  proceedings,"  answered 
Pbilmson.  "which  must  needs  be  highly  resented 
by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  I  would  advise  you  by 
all  means  to  proceea  upon  your  journey  |  with  the 
certainty  that  you  will  obtain  from  that  pnnce  a  just 
and  impartial  hearing,  and  it  may  be  a  favourable 
answer.  I  know  Charles  of  Burgundy ;  I  may  even 
aay  that  our  dif^rent  ranks  and  walks  of  life  consi- 
dered, I  know  him  well.  He  will  be  deeply  incensed, 
by  the  first  tiding;8  of  what  has  here  chanced,  which 
hie  will  no  doubt  interpret  to  your  disfavour.  But  if, 
in  tbe  course  of  investigation,  you  are  able  to  clear 
yourselves  of  these  foul  imputations,  a  sense,  of  his 
own  injustice  may  perhaps  turn  the  balance  in  your 
favour,  and  in  that  case,  he  will  rush  from  the  excef^s 
of  censure  into  that  of  indulgence.  But  your  cause 
most  be  firmly  stated  to  the  Duke,  by  some  tongue 
better  acquainted  with  the  language  of  courts  than 
yours;  and  such  a  friendly  interpreter  might  I  have 
proved  to  you.  had  I  not  been  plundered  oT  the  valu- 
ablepacket  which  I  bore  with  me  in  order  to  present  to 
the  Duke,  and  in  testimony  of  my  commission  to  him." 

"A  paltry  fetch,"  whispered  Donnerhugel  to  the 
Banneret,  '^that  the  trader  may  obtain  fiom  us 
saticrfaction  for  the  goods  of  which  he  has  been  plun- 
dered." 

The  Landamman  himself  was  perhaps  for  a  mo- 
ment of  the  same  opinion. 

"Merchant,"  he  said,  "we  hold  ourselves  bound 
to  make  good  to  you,— that  is,  if  our  substance  can 
effect  it,— whatever  loss  you  may  have  sustained, 
trusting  to  our  protection.'*^  . 

"  Ay.  that  we  will,"  said  the  old  man  of  Schwitz, 
"should  it  cost  us  twenty  zechins  to  make  it  good. 

"To  your  guarantee  of  immunity  I  can  have  no 
claim,"  said  Philipson^  "seeing  I  parted  company 
with  you  before  I  sustained  any  loss.  And  I  regret 
the  loss,  not  so  much  for  its  value^  although  that  is 
mreater  than  you  may  fancy;  but  chiefly  because,  that 
the  contents  of  the  casket  I  bore  being  a  token  be- 
twixt a  person  of  c^>nsiderable  importance  and  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  I  shall  not.  I  fear,  now  that  I  am 
deprived  of  them,  receive  from  his  grace  that  credence 
wnich  I  desire,  both  for  my  own  sake  and  yours. 
Without  them,  and  speaking  only  in  the  person  of  a 

Krivate  traveller,  I  may  not  take  upon  me  as  I  might 
ave  done,  when  using  the  names  of  the  persons 
whose  mandates  I  earned." 

"This  important  packet,"  said  the  Landamman, 
"shall  be  most  rigorously  sought  for,  and  carefully 
re-delivered  to  thee.  For  ouiselves,  not  a  Swiss 
of  us  knows  the  value  of  its  contents;  so  that  if  they 
are  in  the  hands  of  any  of  <mr  men,  they  will  be 
returned  of  course  as  baubles,  upon  which  they  set 

no  value."  .      ,  ,       ,.  l    j         r 

As  he  spoke,  there  was  a  knocking  at  the  door  of 
the  chapel.  Rudolph,  who  stood  nearest  to  it,  having 
held  some  communication  with  those  without,  ob- 
served with  a  smile,  which  he  instantly  repressed, 
lest  it  had  given  offence  to  Arnold  Biederman  7-  It 
is  Sigismund.  the  good  youth— Shall  I  admit  him  to 

ouTCouncin"  ,     ,    ,  j«,      .J  .  • 

"To  what  purpose,  poor  simple  ladr  said  n:s 
father,  with  a  sorrowfiil  smile. 

3N 


"Yet  let  me  undo  the  door,"  said  Philipson s  "he 
is  anxious  to  enter,  and  perhaps  he  brings  news.  I 
have  observed.  Landamman,  that  the  young  man, 
though  with  slowness  of  ideas  and  expression,  ia 
strong  in  his  principles,  and  sometimes  happy  in  his 
conceptions." 

He  admitted  Sigismund  accordingly ;  while  Arnold 
Biederman  felt,  on  the  one  hand,  the  soothing  compli- 
ment which  Philipson  had  paid  to  a  boy,  certainly  the 
dullest  of  his  family,  and,  on  the  other,  feared  some 
public  display  of  his  son's  infirmity,  or  lack  of  under- 
standing. Sigismund.  however,  seemed  all  confi- 
dence ;  and  he  certainly  had  reason  to  be  so,  since,  as 
the  shortest  mode  of  explanation,  he  presented  to 
Philipson  the  necklace  of  diamonds,  with  the  casket 
in  which  it  had  been  deposited. 

"  This  pretty  thing  is  yours,"  he  said.  "  I  under- 
stand so  much  from  your  son  Arthur,  who  tells  me 
you  will  be  glad  to  have  it  again." 

"Most  cordially  do  I  thank  you,"  said  the  mer- 
chant. "  The  necklace  is  certainly  mine  t  that  is,  the 
packet  of  which  it  formed  the  contents  was  under  my 
charge ;  and  it  is  at  this  momentof  greater  additional 
value  to  me  than  even  its  actual  worthy  since  it  serves 
as  my  pledge  and  token  for  the  performance  of  an 
important  mission.— And  how,  Yny  young  friend,'"  be 
continued,  addressing  Sigismund,  "nave  you  been  aO 
fortunate  as  to  recover  what  we  have  sought  for  hi- 
therto in  vain  ?  Let  me  return  my  best  acknowledg- 
ments ;  and  do  not  think  me  over-curious  if  I  ask  how 
it  reached  you  7" 

"  For  that  matter,"  said  Sigismund,  "  the  stoiv  ia 
soon  told.  I  had  planted  myself  as  near  the  scaffold 
as  J  could,  having  never  beheld  an  execution  before ; 
and  I  observed  the  executioner,  who  I  thought  did  hi* 
duty  very  cleveriy,  just  in  the  moment  that  he  spread 
a  cloth  over  the  body  of  De  Hagenbach,  snatch  some- 
thing from  the  dead  man's  bosom,  and  huddle  it 
hastily  into  his  own ;  so,  when  the  rumour  arose  that 
an  article  of  value  was  a- missing,  I  hurried  in  quest  of 
the  fellow.  I  found  he  had  bespoke  masses  to  the 
extent  of  a  hundred  crowns  at  the  high  altar  of  St. 
Paul's ;  and  I  traced  him  to  the  tavern  of  the  villi^^ 
where  some  ill-looking  men  were  joyously  drinking  to 
him  as  a  free  citizen  and  a  nobleman.  So  I  stepped 
in  amongst  them  with  my  partisan,  and  demanded 
of  his  lordship  either  to  surrender  to  me  what  he  had 
thus  possessed  himself  of,  or  to  try  the  weight  of  the 
weapon  I  carried.  His  lordship,  ray  Lord  Hangman, 
hesitated,  and  wss  about  to  make  a  brawl.  But  I  wae 
something  peremptory,  and  so  he  judged  it  best  to 
give  me  the  parcel,  which  I  trust  you,  Signior  Philip- 
son, will  find  safe  and  entire  as  it  was  taken  from 
you.  And— and— I  left  them  to  conclude  fheir  festi- 
vities—and that  is  the  whole  of  the  story." 

"  Thou  art  a  brave  lad,"  said  Philipson ;  "  and  with 
a  heart  always  right,  the  head  can  seldom  be  far 
wrong.  But  the  chureh  shall  not  lose  its  dues,  and  I 
take  it  on  myself  ere  I  leave  La  Ferette,  to  pay  for  the 
masses  which  the  man  had  ordered  for  the  sake  of 
De  Hsgenbach's  soul,  snatched  from  the  world  so 
unexpectedly." 

Sigismund  was  about  to  reply ;  but  Philipson,  fear- 
ing he  might  bring  out  some  foolery  to  diminish  the 
sense  which  his  father  had  so  joyouslv  entertained  of 
his  late  conduct,  immediately  added,  "Hie  away,.my 
good  youth,  and  give  to  my  son  Arthur  this  precious 
casket." 

With  simple  exultation  at  receiving  applause  to 
which  he  was  httle  accustomed,  Sigismund  took  his 
leave,  and  the  council  were  once  more  left  to  their  own 
privacy. 

There  was  a  moment's  silence ;  for  the  Landam- 
man could  not  overcome  the  feeling  of  exquisite  plea- 
sure at  the  sagacity  which  poor  Sigismund,  wnose 
Seneral  conduct  warranted  no  such  expectations,  had 
isplayed  on  the  present  occasion.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, a  feeling  to  which  circumstances  permitted  him 
to  give  vent,  and  he  reserved  it  for  his  own  secret  eq- 

{'oyment,  as  a  solace  to  the  anxiety  which  he  had 
litherto  entertained  concerning  the  hmited  intellect  <A 
this  simple-minded  young  man.  When  he  spoke,  it 
was  to  Philipson,  with  the  usual  candour  and  tran- 
lineas  of  his  character. 
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"Signior  PbUipwn,"  he  said,  "we  wJl  hold  you 
boandrS^o  offiaFwEih  you  made  while  thejegbtter- 
iog  matters  were  out  of  your  possession ;  bewwise  a 
sin  may  often  thmk,  tfiat  if  he  were  m  "ch  ajd 
Boch  a  situation,  he  would  be  able  to  achieve  certain 
Sdl  whS;  tSat  position  beipg  attamei  he  mjy 
findhimself  unable  to  accompUsh.    But  I  nowaak 
you^  whether,  having  thus  fortunately  and  unexpect- 
edly regained  possesion  of  what  you  wy  will  give 
^^^IScrSnce  with  the  Dukeof  Bu^undy,  you 
Conceive  yoursdf  entiUed  to  mediate  with  him  on 
our  behalf  as  you  formeriy  ProPO*»J„„,.   .-__„  ' 
All  bent  forward  to  hear  the  iriCTchant  ■  *5J^«';. 
"Landamman,"  he  repbed,  "I  never  yoke  ^ 
woidin  ifacolty  which  1  was  not  rwdy  to  r^eem 
whoi  that  difficulty  was  removed,  ^You  say,  and  I 
bSifveTthaJ^a  haJd  no  concern  with  {bui  storming 
S  La  Peretti    You  say  also,  that  the  bfe  of  De  Ha- 
«nbachwM  taken  by  a  jScature  over  which  vou 
KaS  no  control,  and  exercised  non^-let  a  Protocol  be 
drawn  up,  averring  these  carcumaianccs.  and,  as  far 
aspossibTe,  proving  them.    Intrust  it  to  me-T-undw 
seal  if  you  wiU,--and  if  such  pomts  be  established,  I 
wiU  pledge  my  word  as  a— as  a-ss  an  honest  man 
^  SIrSeW  EngUshman,  that  the  Duke  ofBur- 
gundy  wiU  neither  detam  nor  oife;  you  any  P«»omiJ 
Siury.    I  aU»  hqpe  to  show  to  Charies  stroM  and 
weighty  reasons  why  a  leanie  of  fnendship  betwixt 
SSIundfand  the  l/nited  Cantons  of  HelveUa  is,  on 
his  grace's  part,  a  wise  and  ^oierous  measure.    But 
itis  ^iblel  may  liul  in  this  last  point ;  and  if  I  do, 
I  shall  deeply  ffieve  for  it    In  warranting  your  wfe 
passage  to  the  Duke's  court,,  and  your  safe  return  from 
ittoj^ur  own  country,  I  think  I  cannot  faiL    If  I  do, 
my  own  life,  and  that  of  my  beloved  and  only  child, 
shall  pay  the  ransom  for  my  excess  of  confidence  m 
the  Duke's  justice. and  honour.  ,  ,    .    ,  ^„  ,k^ 

The  other  deputies  stood  srient,  and  looked  on  the 
Landanunan ;  but  Rudolph  Donnerhugel  spoke.  . 
"  Are  we  then  to  trust  our  own  hves,  and,  what  is 
still  dearer  to  us,  that  of  our  honoured  asspaate. 
Arnold  Bioderman,  on  the  simple  word  of  a  foreign 
trader  7  We  all  know  the  temper  of  the  Duke,  and 
how  vindictively  and  relcntleesly  he  has  ever  felt  to- 
wards our  country  and  its  mterests.  Methinks  this 
English  merehant  should  express  the  nature  of  his 
interest  at  the  court  of  Burgundy  more  ^aipljr,  if  he 
expects  us  to  place  such  imphcit  reliauM  in  It. 

''That,  Signior  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,"  rephed  the 
merchant,  '"l  find  myself  not  at  Eberty  to  do.  I  pry 
not  into  your  secrets,  whether  they  betong  to  vou  as  a 
body  or  as  individuals.  Myown  are  sacred.  If  I  con- 
sulted iny  own  safety  merely,  I  should  act  most  wisely 
to  part  compan  ■  with  you  here.  But  the  object  of 
your  mission  is  i^t^aoe :  and  your  sudden  return,  after 
what  has  chanced  at  La  Ferette,  will  make  war  in- 
evitable. I  thmk  I  can  assure  you  of  a  wfe  and  free 
audience  from  the  Duke,  and  I  am.  willuig,  for  the 
chance  of  securing  the  peace  of  Christendom,  to  en- 
counter any  personal  peril  which  may  attach  to  my- 

sel£" 

"  Say  no  more,  worthy  Philipson,"  said  the  Lan- 
damman ;  "  thy  good  faith  is  undoubted  on  our  part, 
and  ill  luck  is  his  who  cannot  read  it  written  on  thy 
manly  forehead.  We  go  forward,  then,  prepared  to 
risk  our  own  safety  at  the  hand  of  a  despouc  pnnce, 
rather  than  leave  undischarged  the  mission  which  our 
country  has  intrusted  us  with..  He  is  but  half  a  brave 
man  who  will  risk  his  life  only  m  the  field.of  battle. 
There  are  other  dangers,  to  front  which  is  equally 
honourable ;  and  since  the  weal  of  Switzerland  de- 
mands that  we  should  encounter  them,  not  one  of  us 
will  hesitate  to  take  the  risk." .    . 

The  other  membera  of  the  mission  bowed  m  assent, 
and  the  conclave  broke  up  to  prepare  for  their  farther 
entrance  into  Burgundy. 

CHAPTER    XVII. 

UpM  the  momiteia't  beatiiety  ride, 

The  day't  iMt  loctra  thoM, 
And  rich  with  maor  a  nuliant  hue, 

Gteam'd  faylr  on  the  Rhone.— Somisv. 

Thb  EngUsh  merchant  was  now  much  consulted 
Dy  the  Swiss  Commissionen  in  all  their  motions.  He 


exhorted  them  to  proceed  wiAali  dcapstcfa  oadiar 
journey,  so  as  to  carry  lo  the  Duke  thar  own  aoooimi 
of  the  affair  of  Brisac^  and  thus  aniiopate  all  ramcgn 
less  favourable  to  their  conduct  omtheoccyswiL  rm 
this  purpose  Philipaon  recommended  that  the  Deisihes, 
dismisang  their  escort,  whose  .arms  and  nomhcn 
miidit  give  umbrage  and  suspiaon,  while  they  woe 
too  few  for  defence,  shodi  ihemselvw  proceed  by  a- 
pid  journeys  on  horseback  towards  pijon,  or  wnaeia 
the  Duke  might  chance  to  be  for  the  tmie.     . 

This  propMal  was,  however,  formally  resuMd  by 
the  very  person  who  had  hitherto  been  the  most  due^ 
of  the  party,  and  the  willing  echo  of  the  Landammurs 
pleasure.    i>n  the  present  occasion,  notwithsiaadpg 
that  Arnold  Beiderman  declared  the  advice  ofPhilqH 
BOO  excellent,  NicLolas  Bonstetten  bUxmI  m  absoiiiis 
and  insurmountable   opposition :   because,    baviag 
hitherto  trusted  to  his  own  limbs  for  traiupntms 
himself  to  and  fro  on  all  occasiona,  Vf  ooold  by  no 
means  be  persuaded  to  commit  himself  to  the  discre- 
tion of  a  horae.    As  he  was  found  obstinately  ppsttrve 
on  this  subject,  it  was  finally  determined,  that  the  two 
Englishmen  should  press  forward  on  the«r  jooney, 
witB  such  speed  as  they  might,  and  that  the  ekte  ol 
them  should  make  the  Duke  aoquamtcd  with  ap.nod 
as  to  the  capture  of  La  Ferette,  as  he  bao,  tunutf 
witnessed  of^the  matter.    The  parucnlars  which  bsd 
attended  the  death  of  De  Hagenbacfa,  the  Ludam- 
man  assured  him,  would  be  sent  to  the  Duke  by  a^ 
son  of  confklence,  whose  atteatation-^n  the  suqect 

could  not  be  doubted.  .  

This  course  was  adopted,  as  Philipaon  ezprased 
his  confidence  ofssetting  an  early  and  pnvate  audienfc 
with  his  grace  ofBuigundy.        .^  „        .  , 

*•  My  best  intercession,**^ he  said,  "you  have  a  goal 
rig^t  to  reckon  upon  ;  and  no  one  can  bear  more  «• 
rect  testimony  than  I  can,  to  the  ungovcrnablecrudty 
and  rapacity  of  De  Hagenbach,  of  which  I  had  - 
nearly  been  the  victim.  But  of  his  tnal.  and  exec 
tion,  I  neither  know  nor  can  tell  any  thing ;  and  _ 
Duke  Charles  is  sure  to  demand  why  execution  wm 
done  upon  his  officer  without  an  appeal  to  his  ova 
tribunal,  it  will  be  well  that  you  ather  provide  nc 
with  such  facts  as  you  have  to  state,  or  send  forrai 
at  least,  as  speedily  as  po^ible,  the  evidence  ^^A 


Sou  have  to  lay  before  him  on  that  most  'wia^bxj 
ranch  of  the  subject" 

The  proposal  of  the  merchant  created  soum  vnufc 
embarrassment  on  the  countenance  of  the  Swiss,  and 
it  was  with  obvious  hesitation  that  Arnold  Biederaua 
having  led  him  aside,  addressed  him  in  a  wbiap 

'^  My  good  friend,"  he  said,  **  mysteries  are  in 
ral  like  the  hatefiil  mists  which  disfigure  the  n.. 
features  of  nature ;  yet  like  mists,  they  will  sonieCi__ 
intervene  when  we  most  desire  their  abaenoe,  whoi 
we  most  desire  to  be  plain  and  expliciL  The  maoacr 
of  De  Hagcnbach's  death,  you  saw— we  will  take  on 
that  the  Duke  is  informed  of  the  authority  by  whieb 
it  was  inflict^.  This  is  all  that  I  can  at  prneni  idi 
you  on  the  subject ;  and  let  me  add,  that  the  lessjos 
speak  of  it  with  any  one,  vou  will  be  the  more  uoy 
to  escape  inconvenience."       .,.„... 

"  Worthy  Landammao,"  said  the  Enfliahman,  I 
also  am  by  nature  and  from  the  habits  bfmy  oamtaj^ 
a  hater  ot  mysteries.  Yet,  such  is  my  firm  coniideaee 
in  your  truth  and  honour,  that  you  shall  be  my  gn 
in  these  dark  and  secret  transactions,  even  as  amoosi 
the  mists  and  precipices  of  your  native  land,  aaa  I 
rest  contented  in  either  case  to  place  unlimited  eoa- 
fidence  in  your  sagacity.  Let  me  only  reoomnteaB 
that  your  explanation  with  Charles  he  instant,  ts 
well  as  clear  and  candid.  Such  being  the  case,  I  Mt 
my  poor  interest  with  the  Duke  may  be  reckoned  far 
something  in  your  favour.  Here  thea  we  part,  but,  as 
I  trust,  soon  to  meet  again." 

The  elder  Philipson  now  rejomed  his  aoo.  whoa  he 
directed  to  hire  horses,  together  with  a  goide;  toeoe- 


duct  them  with  all  speed  to  the  presence  ofthe  Dike 
of  Buraundy.  By  various  inquiries  in  the  town,  ssd 
especially  among  the  soldiere  of  the  slain  Da  Ha^a- 
bacb,  they  at  length  learned  that  Charles  had  beeaof 
late  occupied  in  taking  possession  of  Lorraine,  and, 
being  now  suspicious  of  unfriendly  dispositians  on  ik 
part  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  as  well  as  of  """^ 
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mood  Dake  of  Anstria,  had  drawn  a  oonsiderable 
part  of  his  army  together  near  Straaburg,  in  oider  to 
be  prrainred  agninst  any  attempt  of  these  princes,  or 
of  the  Free  Imperial  Cities,  which  midit  interfere  with 
hit  coarse  of  conqubst.  The  Duke  of  Burgundy,  at  this 
period,  well  deserved  his  peculiar  epithet  of  the  Bold, 
since,  sarrounded  by  enemiea»  like  one  of  the  nobler 
animals  of  the  chase,  he  yet  astoundedt  by  his  stem 
and  daring  countenance,  not  only  the  princes  and 
states  we  have  mentioned,  but  even  tlie  King  of 
Frapog  equally  powerful,  and  far  more  politic,  man 
himself. 

To  his  camp,  therefore,  '.he  English  travellers  bent 
their  way,  each  full  of  such  deep  and  melancholy  re- 
flection, as,  perhaps,  prevented  his  bestowing  much 
attention  on  the  others  state  of  mind.  They  rode  as 
men  deeply  immersed  in  their  own  thoughts,  and  with 
less  intercourse  than  had  been  usual  betwixt  them  on 
their  former  journeys.  The  nobleness  of  the  elder 
Philipson's  nature,  and  his  respect  for  the  Landam- 
man'^i  probity,  joined  with  gratitude  for  his  hospitality, 
had  prevented  him  from  separating  his  cause  £fom 
that  of  the  Swiss  deputies,  nor  did  he  now  repent  his 

Enerosity  in  adhering  to  them.  But  when  he  recol- 
;ted  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  personal 
afiairs  which  he  himself  had  to  despatch  with  a  proud, 
tmperiottS)  and  irritable  prince,  he  could  not  but  re- 
gret the  circumstances  which  had  involved  his  own 
particular  missjpn,  of  so  much  consequence  to  himself 
and  his  friends,  with  that  of  persons  likely  to  be  so 
highly  obnoxious  to  the  Duke  as  Arnold  Biederman 
and  his  companions  \  and,  however  grateful,  for  the 
hospitality  otOeierstem,  he  rmetted,  nevertheless,  the 
circumstances  which  had  obliged  him  to  accept  of  it. 

The  thoughts  of  Arthur  were  no  less  anxious.  He 
found  himself  anew  separated  from  the  object  to 
which  his  thoughts  were,  almost  against  his  own 
will,  constantly  returning.  And  this  second  separa- 
tion had  taken  place  after  he  had  incurred  an  addi- 
tional load  of  gratiti^dc.  and  found  new,  as  well  as 
more  mysterious  food  for  his  ardent  imagination. 
How  was  he  to  reconcile  the  character  and  attributes 
of  Anne  of  Geierstein,  whom  he  had  known  so  gentle, 
candid,  pure,  and  simple,  with  those  of  the  daughter 
of  a  sage,  and  of  an  elementary  spirit,  to  whom  night 
waa  as  day,  and  an  impervious  dungeon  the  same  as 
the  open  portico  of  a  temple  1  Could  they  be  identi- 
fied as  the  same  being  1  or.  while  strictly  alike  in 
shape  and  lineament,  was  the  one  a  tenant  of  the 
earth,  the  other  only  a  phantom,  permitted  to  show 
itself  among  those  of  a  nature  in  which  she  did  not 
partake  1  Above  all,  must  he  never  see  her  moret  or 
recjsive  from  her  own  lips  an  explanation  of  the  mys- 
teries which  were  so  awfully  entwined  whh  his  recol- 
leetions  of  her?  Such  were  the  questions  which 
occupied  the  mind  of  the  younger  traveller,  and  pre- 
vented him  from  interrupting,  or  even  observing,  the 
reverie  in  which  his  father  was  plunged. 

Had  either  of  the  travellers  been  disposed  to  derive 
amusement  from. the  country  through  which  their 
road  lay,  the  vicinity  of  the  ELhine  was  well  qualified 
to  affiird  it.  The  ground  on  the  left  bank  of  that 
noble  river  is  indeed  rather  flat  and  tame ;  and  the 
mountains  of  Alsace,  a  ridge  of  which  sweeps  along 
its  course,  do  not  approach  so  near  as  greatly  to  vary 
the  level  sturface  of  the  valley  which  divides  them 
from  its  shores.  But  the  broaa  stream  itself,  hurry- 
ing forward  with  dizzy  rapidity,  and  rushing  around 
the  islets  by  which  its  course  is  interruptedjfs  one  of 
the  most  majestic  spectacles  in  nature.  The  right 
bank  is  dignined  at  once,  and  adorned,  by  the  numer- 
ous eminences  covered  with  wood,  and  interspersed 
with  valleysL  which  constitute  the  district  so  well 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Black  Forest,  to  which 
superstition  attached  so  many  terrors,  and  credulity 
such  a  variety  of  legends.  Terrors,  indeed,  it  had,  of 
a  real  and  existing  character.  The  old  castles,  seen 
fh>m  time  to  time  on  the  banks  of  the  river  itself,  or 
on  the  ravines  and  large  brooka  which  flow  into  it, 
were  then  no  picniresque  ruins,  rendered  interesting  by 
the  stories  which  were  told  about  their  former  inha- 
bitants^ but  constituted  the  real  and  apparently  im- 
pregnable strongholds  of  that  Robber-cnivalry  whom 
we  nave  already  frequently  mentioned,  and  or  whom, 


anoe  Goethe,  an  author  bom  to  arouse  the  slumber- 
ing fame  of  his  country,  has  dramatized  the  story  of 
Qoetz  of  Beriichingen,  we  have  had  so  many  spirit- 
stirring  tales.  The  danger  attending  the  vicinity  of 
these  fortresses  was  only  known  on  the  right,  or  Ger- 
man bank  of  the  Rhine,  for  the  breadth  and  depth  of 
that  noble  stream  efiedtually  prevented  any  foray  of 
their  inhabitants  from  reaching  Alsace.  The  former 
was  in  possession  of  the  Cities  or  Free  Towns  of  the 
Empire^  and  thus  the  feudal  tyranny  of  the  German 
lords  was  chiefly  exerted  at  the  expense  of  their  own 
countrymen,  who,  irritated  and  exhausted  with  their 
rapine  and  oppression,  were  compelled  to  erect  bar- 
riers against  it,  of  a  nature  as  interesting  and  extra- 
ordinary, as  were  the  wrongs  from  which  they  en- 
deavoured to  protect  themselves. 

But  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  over  great  pact  of 
which  Charles  of  Burgundy  exercised  his  authority, 
under  various  characters,  was  under  the  regular  pro- 
tection of  the  ordinary  magistrates,  who  were  sup- 
ported in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  by  large  bands 
of  mercenary  soldiers.  These  were  maintained  by 
Charles  out  of  his  private  revenue ;  he,  as  well  as  his 
rival  Louis,  and  other  princes  of  the  period,  having 
discovered  that  the  feudal  system  gave  an  inconve- 
nient degree  of  independence  to  their  vassals,  and 
thinking,  of  course,  that  it  was  better  to  substitute  in 
its  place  a  standing  army,  consisting  of  Free  Com- 
panies, or  soldiers  by  profession.  Italy  furnished 
most  of  these  bands,  which  composed  the  strength  of 
Charles's  army,  at  least  the  part  of  it  in  which  he 
most  trusted. 

Our  travellers,  therefore,  pursued  their  way  by  the 
banks  of  the  river,  in  as  great  a  degree  of  secunty  as 
could  well  be  enjoyed  in  that  violent  and  distracted 
time,  until,  at  length,  the  father,  after  having  eyed  for 
some  time  the  person  whom  Arthur  had  hired  to  be 
their  guide,  suddenly  asked  of  his  son,  who  or  what 
the  man  was.  Arthur  repUed,  that  he  had  been  too 
eaffer  to  get  a  person  who  knew  the  road,  and  was 
willing  to  show  it,  to  be  very  particular  in  inquiring 
into  his  station  or  occupation ;  but  that  he  thought, 
firom  the  man's  appearance,  he  must  be  one  of  those 
itinerant  ecclesiastics,  who  travel  through  the  country 
with  relics,  pardons,  and  other  religious  tnnkets,  and 
were  in  general  but  slightly  respected,  excepting  by 
the  lower  orders,  on  whom  these  venders  of  supersti- 
tious wares  were  often  accused  of  practising  gross 
deceptions!  . 

The  man's  appearance  was  rather  that  of  a  lay 
devotee,  or  palmer,  bound  on  his  pilgrimage  to  difier- 
ent  shnnesL  than  of  a  mendicant  friar,  orquestionary. 
He  wore  the  hat.  scri^  staflj  and  coarse  dalmatic, 
somewhat  like  toe  military  cloak  of  the  modern 
hussar,  which  were  used  by  such  persons  on  their 
religious  peregrinations.  Saint  Peter's  keys,  rudely 
shaped  out  of  some  scarlet  rag  of  cloth,  appeared  on 
the  oack  of  his  mantle,  placed,  as  heralds  say,  sal  tire 
wise.  This  devotee  seemed  a  man  of  fifty,  and  up- 
wards, well-made,  and  stoat  for  his  age^  with  a  cast 
of  countenance  which,  though  not  positively  ugly, 
was  far  from  being  well-favoured.  There  was  shrewd- 
ness, and  an  alert  expression  in  his  eye  and  actions, 
which  made  some  occasional  contrast  with  the  sanc- 
timonious demeanour  of  the  character  he  now  bore. 
This  difference  betwixt  his  dress  and  physiognomy 
was  by  no  means  uncommon  among  i)er8ons  of  his 
description,  many  of  whom  embraced  this  .mode  of 
life,  rather  to  indulge  roving  and  idle  habits,  than 
from  any  religious  call.  . ,     ^. 

"Who  art  thou,  good  fellow  1"  said  the  elder  Phi- 
lipson ;  "and  by  what  name  am  I  to  call  thee  while 
wearefeflqw-travellersl"  ,     ^ 

"  Bartholomew,  sir,"  said  the  man ;  "  Brother  Bar- 
tholomew—I might  say  Bartholomieas,  but  it.  does 
not  become  a  poor  lay  brother  like  me  to  aspire  to 
the  honour  of  a  learned  termmation." 

"And  whither  does  thy  journey  tend,  good  Brother 
Bartholomew?"  ,.      . 

"In  whichever  direction  your  worship  phooses  to 
travel,  and  to  reguhe  my  services  as  guide,  answered 
the  palmer ;  "  always  premising,  you  allow  me  leisure 
for  my  devotions  at  such  holy  stations  as  we  pass  on 
our  route." 


70 


ANNE  OF  OEIfiRSTEIN. 


(CkAT.ZVIL 


''That  if,  thine  ownioiiinejr  haxh  no  profietaed  or 
nresaiag  object  or  end  'T^said  the  fiDgUahman. 

"None,  aa  your  worship  sajra,  peculiar,"  eaid  the 
itinerant;  "or  I  might  rather  say,  that  myjoomey, 
good  sir,  embraces  so  many  objects,  that  it  is  matter 
5f  indmerence  to  me  which  of  them  I  accomphsb 
Urst  My  vow  binds  roe  for  four  years  to  travel  firom 
one  shrine,  or  holy  piece,  to  another ;  but  I  am  not 
directly  tied  to  visit  them  by  any  precise  rule  of  rota- 
tion." 

'  "That  is  to  aay.  th^  vow  of  pilgrimage  does  not 
Bi«vsnt  thee  from  hiring  thyself  to  wait  upon  travel- 
firs  as  their  guide,"  r«9)Gal  Philipson. 

"If  I  can  unite  the  devotion  I  owe  to,  the  blessed 
aainta  whose  shrines  I  visit,  with  a  wryioe  remiered 
to  a  wandering  fellow-creature  who  deau^es  to  be  di- 
lected  upon  his  journey^  I  do  maintain,"  replied  Bar- 
tholomew, "  that  the  objects  are  easily  to  be  reconciled 
to  each  other."  . ..        ^ 

'*  Eapecially  as  a  little  worldly  profit  may  tend  to 
osment  the  two  duties  together,  if  otherwise  incom- 
patible," said  Philipson.  ,.  j    .       ., 

"  It  pleases  your  honour  to  say  so,'  Kolied  toe  ptl- 
jorim  i  "  but  you  yourself  ma^,  if  you  will,  derive  from 
{ly  good  company  something  more  than  the  mere 
knowledge  of  the  road  in  wmch  you  propose  to  tn- 
vel.  I  can  make  your  journey  more  edifying  by  le- 
gends of  the  blessed  saints  whose  holy  relics  I  have 
Tiaited,  and  pleasing,  by  the  story  of  the  wonderful 
things  which  I  have  seen  and  hesid  in  my  travels.  I 
can  impart  to  you  an  opportunity  of  providing  your- 
self with  bis  Holiness' 8  pardon,  not  only  for  the  sins 
which  you  have  committed,  mit  also  granting  you 
indulgence  for  future  errors.'^ 

"  'Tneae  thiujgs  are  highly  available  doubtless,"  re- 
plied the  merchant;  "  but,  eood  Bartholomew,  when 
I  desire  to  speak  of  them,  i  apply  to  my  father  con- 
fiBSBor,  to  whom  I  have  been  UDifbrmly  regular  in 
committing  the  charge  of  my  conscience,  and  who 
must  be,  therefore,  well  aoquainted  with  my  state  of 
■ynd,  and  beat  accustomed  to  prescribe  what  ita  case 
nay  reqiare." 

"Nevertheleaa."  said  Bartholomew,  "I  trust  your 
worship  is  too  religious  a  man,  and  too  sound  a  Ca- 
tbolie,  to  pass  any  hallowed  station  without  endea- 
▼ouring  to  obtain  some  share  of  the  benefits  which  it 
ia  the  means  of  dispensing  to  those  who,  are  ready 
and  willing  to  deserve  them.  More  especially  as  all 
men,  of  whatever  trade  and  dcsree,  hold  respect  to 
the  holy  saint  who  patroniseth  his  own  mysterys  so 
I  hope  you,  being  a  merohant,  will  not  pass  the  Cha- 
pel M  Our  Lady  of  the  Ferry,  without  making  some 
fitting  orison." 

"Friend  Bartholomew,"  said  Philipson,  "I  have 
not  heard  of  the  shrine  which  you  recommend  to  me ; 
and,  as  my  business  is  pressiiig,  it  were  better  worth 
my  wliile  to  make  a  pugrimage  hither  on  purpose  to 
make  mine  homage  at  a  fitter  season,  than  to  delay 
my  joomey  at  present  This,  Qod  willing,  I  will  not 
fail  to  do,  so  that  I  may  be  held  excused  lor  delaying 
my  reverence  till  I  can  pay  it  mora  respectfully,  and 
at  greater  leisure."  ,  „      .,    , 

'^Mav  it  please  you  not  to  be  wroth,"  said  the 

ide.    if  I  aay  that  your  behaviour  in  thia  matter  is 

e  that  of  a  fool,  who,  finding  a  treasure  by  the 

load-flide,  omita  to  put  it  in  his  bosom  and  carry  it 
■long  with. him,  proposing  to  return  from  a  diataoce 
an  a  future  <lay,  of  express  purpose  to  fetch  it." 

Philipson,  something  aatoni«ied  at  the  man's  perti- 
nacity, was  about  to  answer  hastily  and  angrily,  but 
nhM  Drev«ntcil  by  the  anival  of  three  strangers,  who 
rada  nasfiiy  up  vom  behind  them. 

The  foremost  of  these  was  a  young  female,  moat 
slagantly  attired,  and  mounted  upon  a  Spanish  jen- 
net, which  she  veined  wiUi  singular  grace  and  dexter- 
ity. Sfaa  wore  on  her  right  hand  such  a  glove  aa  that 
wnich  was  need  to  carry  hawks,  and  had  a  meilitt 
parehad  upon  it  Her  head  was  covered  with  a  mon- 
tero  cap.  and,  as  was  frequently  the  custom  at  the 
psriod,  she  wore  on  her  face  a  kind  of  black  silk 
limd,  which  effectually  concealed  her  featurea  Not- 
withatandiag  this  disguiae,  Arthur  Philipson' s  heart 
Virang  high  at  the  appearance  of  theae  atrangera.  for 
na  was  at  0  ^ee  oertsin  he  recognised  the  matchieaa 


m^ikt 


'.» 


loim  of  the  Swias  mudsn,  by  whom  h»nad«ais» 
anxious^  occupied.  Herattandanta  wwaaiiMa 
with  his  hunting-pole^  and  a  female,  both  sppaiMk 
her  domestics.  The  elder  Philmson,  wha  had  m 
such  accuracy  of  recollection  aa  nia  eon 
upon  the  occasion,  saw  in  the  fair  atrangsroalyi 
dame  or  damsel  of  eminence  engaged  m  ihe  sa_^^ 
ment  of  hawking,  and,  in  return  to  a  brief  aalataiwk 
merely  aaked  her.  with  suitable  eourlesy,  aa  thtcav 
demanded,  whether  she  had  apent  the  maniag  la 

^nSifi^nt,  good  friend,'*  aaid  the  lady.  "Ite 
not  fly  my  hawk  so  near  the  broad  river,  Jnt  ht 
should  soar  to  the  other  side,  and  to  I  migbt  lostHf 
oompaniop.  But  I  reckon  on  finding  belter  atm 
when  I  have  crossed  to  the  other  side  of  the  iny, 
which  we  are  now  ai^roaching.' 

"  Then  your  ladyahio,"  aaid  Bartholomew,  '*  vi 
hear  mass  in  Hans'  Chapel,  and  pray  fer  your  SB^ 
ceasT* 

"I  were  a  heathen  to  paaa  the  tioly  place  viihs* 
doing  so,"  replied  the  damaeL 

"  That,  noble  damsel,  toocfaea  the  point  we  wm 
but  now  talking  of,"  aaid  the  guide  Bartkokss 
"  for  know,  fair  mistress,  that  I  cannot  ppisaads 
worthy  gentleman  how  deeply  the  aoecass  sf 
enterprise  is  dependent  upon  his  oiMaining  the 
ing  otOur  Lady  of  the  I>%rry." 

Hie  good  man,"  aaid  the  voung  maiden, 

and  even  severely,  "  must  know  little  of  the  ttasa 
I  wiU  explain  to  the  gentlemen  the  propriety  ef  fal- 
lowing your  advice." 

She  then  rode  close  to  young  Philipaoa,  and  ^shi 
in  Swiss^r  she  had  hitherto  used  the  Gennan  lai> 
gnag&  "Do  not  start  but  h^ar  me !"  and  the aoiei 
was  that  of  Anne  of  Gei^rateio.  "  IX>  not,  1  sBy,ki 
aurpriaed— or  at  least  show  not  your  wonder— yoa  tm 
beeet  by  dangers.  On  this  road,  eapecially.  yov  ban* 
neaa  is  known— your  lives  are  laid  in  wait  lor.  Cnm 
over  the  river  at  the  Ferry  of  the  Chapel,  or 
Ferry,  as  it  is  usually  tenned." 

Here  the  gukle  drew  so  near  to  them,  chat  it 
impossible  for  her  to  continue  the  oonvetnatio 
out  being  overheard.  At  that  aame  moment  a  wm^ 
cock  sprung  from  some  bushea,  nad  the  yoang  laii 
threw  oflfher  merlin  in  mmuit 

"  Sa  ho— aa  ho— wo  bal"  koUowvd  chafekoav,* 
a  note  which  made  the  thicket  rinc  aoain ;  and  aaif 
he  rode  in  porauit    Hie  elder  Pbuipaon  and  m 
If  followed  the  chaae  aasstiy  wilh  Aaii 


guide  himself  folic  __. , 

eyes,  so  attractive  was  the  love  of  thaT  brava  apart  it 
men  of  all  renks.    But  the  voice  of  the  maiden  wast 
lure,  which  would  have  summoned  Arthnt'aati 
from  mattere  more  deeply  intereaiiriK. 
*  Croaa  Uie.Rhin<^^Aie  agam  ^ 


Ferry  to  Kirch-hoi^  on  the  oiher  wiim  of  the  ^ 
Take  your  lodgings  at  the  Golden  Flaeoe,  wboa] 
will  find  a  guide  to  Straaburg.  I  mnet  stay  baa 
loAgsr." 

So  saying,  the  damsel  raised  heaaelf  in  h«  a^ 
die,  struck  her  horse  lightly  with  the  looaa  reina  ari 
the  mettled  animal,  aTready  impatism  at  hsr  ddsL 
and  the  eager  buret  of  ita  companicHia,  flew  iarwm 
at  auch  a  pace,  aa  if  he  had  meant  to  ennihiaAi 
flight  of  the  hawk,  and  of  the  pray  ha  parsusd.  1W 
lady  and  her  attendania  aoan  vaoiahed  fimn  tksa#t 
of  the  travellera. 

A  de^  nlance  for  some  tame  eoaned  doriivivhih 
Arthur  atudied  how  to  oomoninicata  ue  wwaiafla 
had  received,  wilhoot  awakening  the  rnnrHf—  rf 
their  guide.  But  the  old  man  brolte  silnnnii  \matH 
saying  to  Bartholomew,  **Put  your  hone  iaiaBMa 
molioiL  I  pray  you,  and  ride  onwwd  a  few  yanis:  I 
would  have  some  private  oonfeienee  with  my  san." 

The  guide  obeyed,  and,  aa  if  with  the  paqpass  rf 
showing  a  mind  too  profoundly  occupied  by  heaia^ 
mattera,  to  admit  a  ttiought  oonoeraing  taoaaef  the 
transitory  worid.  he  thundered  forth  a  hymn  in  pflis 
of  Saint  Wendeiiii,  the  Shephsnl,  in  a  attain  aa  di^ 
cordant  aa  atartlad  every  Inrd  fram  every  barii  kf 
wfafeh  they  paaaed.  There  waa  never  a  muwuni 
lodioua  melody,  whether  aacred  or  pioihneL  than  ifctf 
under  protection  of  which  the  eUar  Phihpaan  ilai 
oonfomd  with  hia  eon. 
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"i^Uiar,"  besuiL  "I am  vmh  oenvinoid  tiiat  this  { 
kewlios  hypocritical  vagnuit  has  some  plot  upon  us ; 
ana  I  had  well  nigh  detBrmined,  that  the  best  mode 
to  baffle  it  would  oe  to  consult  my  own  opinion,  and 
not  hia^  as  to  our  places  of  npose,  and  the  direction 
of  onr  journey." 

"  Vour  judgment  is  correct,  as  usual,"  said  his 
aon.  **  I  am  well  oonvinoed  of  vender  man's  trea- 
chery, from  a  whisper  in  which  that  maiden  inform* 
ed  me  that  we  ought  to  take  the  road  to  Strasburg, 
by  the  eastern  side  of  the  river,  and  for  that  purpose 
croaa  over  to  a  place  called  Kirch-hotT,  on  the  oppo- 
site bank." 

**  Do  you  •  advise  this,  Arthur  1"  replied  his  fa- 
ther. 

*'  I  will  pledge  my  life  for  the  faith  of  this  young 
peraon,"  replied  hia  eon. 

"  What  1  said  his  father,  ''  because  she  sits  her 
pnUiey  fairly,  and  shows  a  faultless  shape  1  Such  is 
d]«  reasoning  of  a  hoy— and  yet  my  own  old  and 
OMi^us  heart  fisels  inchned  to  trust  her.  If  our  secret 
IB  known  in  this  land,  there  are  doubtless  many  who 
may  be  disposed  to  think  they  have  an  interest  in 
barriBg  my  access  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  even  by 
100  moet  violent  means;  and  well  you  know  that  I 
•hould  on  my  side  hoki  my  life  equally  cheai^  could  I 
diaeharge  mine  enrand  at  the  piice  o£  laying  it  down. 
I  tell  thee,  Arthur,  that  my  mind  reproaches  me  for 
taking  hitherto  over  little  care  of  insuring  the  dis- 
ohane  of  my  commission,  owing  to  the  natural  desire 
I  fand  to  Imep  thee  in  de^  company.  There  now  lie 
before  us  two  ways  bodi  periioos  and  uncertain,  by 
which  we  mav  reach  the  Duke's  Court.  We  may 
Ibllow  this  guiae,  and  take  the  chance  of  his  fidelity, 
or  we  may  adopt  the  hint  of  yonder  damsel-errant, 
and  cross  over  to  the  other  side  of  the  Rhina  and 
«gmn  repass  the  river  at  Strasburg.  Both  roads  are 
parhans  equally  peiilous.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  dimi- 
nish the  nsk  of  the  miscarria|(e  of  mv  commission, 
hf  sending  tiMe  acTOsa  to  the  nght  bank,  while  I  pur- 
ane  my  proposed  course  upon  the  left.  Thus,  if  one  of 
OB  be  intercepted,  the  other  may  escape,  and  the 
important  commission  which  he  bean  may  be  duly 
eoracufed." 

** Ahn,  my  fetherl"  said  Arthur,  "how  is  it 
poaaible  for  me  to  obey  you,  when  by  doing  so  I 
most  leave  yon  alone,  to  incur  so  many  dangers,  to 
atmggie  with  so  many  difficulties,  in  which  ray  aid 
miffit  be  at  least  willing,  though  it  could  only  be 
weak  7  Whatever  befall  us  in  theee  delicate  and 
danspnroos  drcamstancee,  let  us  at  least  meet  it  in 
company." 

"  Azthnr,  my  beloved  son^"  said  his  fether,  "  in 
parting  from  thee  I  am  sphtting  mine  own  heart  in 
twain ;  hot  the  aame  duty  which  commands  as  to 
expose  onr  bodies  to  deatn,  as  peremptorily  ordere 
qa  not  to  spare  our  most  tender  amotions.    We 

OnT  then/'  replied  his  son  eagerly,  "  let  me  at 
wt  prevail  m  one  point.  Do  thou,  my  fatho*.  cress 
the  Rhine,  and  let  me  prosecute  the  journey  by  the 
raata  originally  proposed." 

"  And  why,  I  pray  you,"  answered  the  merehant, 
**  ehould  I  go  one  oi  these  roads  in  preference  to  the 
other?" 

"  Becanack"  aaid  Arthur  eagerly,  "  I  would  warrant 
yonder  maiden's  faith  with  my  life." 

**  Again,  yoong  man  f  said  his  fether  x  "  and  where- 
feve  ao  confident  in  that  young  maiden's  feith  7  Is.it 
merely  fit>m  the  confidence  which  youth  reposee  m 
that  which  is  fair  and  pleasinjB,  or  have  you  had  far- 
tfaar  ao(|uaintance  with  her  than  the  late  brief  oon* 
twreation  with  her  admitted  f    ^„        ,.  ,  l- 

"  Can  I  give  you  an  answer?"— rephed  his  son; 
''We  haveheen  bng  absent  from  lande  of  knights 
and  ladies,  and  is  it  not  natural  that  weshoold  mve  to 
tliose  who  remind  us  of  the  honoured  dee  of  chivalry 
Md  gentle  blood,  the  instinctive  credence  which  we 
ralhse  to  soeh  a  poor  wretch  as  this  itinersnt  moon- 
tAa^  who  gams  his  ezistenoe  by  cheating,  with 
felaa  reUcs  and  ferged  legends,  the  poor  peasants 
amongst  whom,  he  travels?"  . 

**  It  IS  a  vnm  imagmation,  Arthur,"  said  bis  father; 
"not  unbefitting,  indeed,  an  aspirant  to  the  honoun  i 


(« 
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of  chivahry,  who  draws  his  ideas  of  life  and  its  occur- 
rences from  the  romances  at  the  mintftr^  but  vio 
visiohary  fer  ayouth  who  has  seen,  as  diou  hast,  hd# 
the  business  of  this  world  is  conducted.  I  tell  tbek 
and  thou  wilt  learn  to  know  I  say  truth,  that  around 
the  homely  board  of  our  host  the  Landamman,  were 
ranged  truer  tongues,  and  more  faithful  hearts,  than 
the  Ccur  j)UnUre  of  a  monarch  has  to  boast.  Alas  I 
the  manly  mint  of  ancient  faith  and  honour  has  fled 
even  from  the  breast  of  kings  and  knights,  where,  as 
John  of  France  said,  it  ought  to  continue  to  reside  a 
constant  inhabitant,  if  banished  fit>m  all  the  rest  of 
the  world." 

"  Be  that  as  it  may,  dearest  father,"  replied  the 
younger  PhilipSon, "  I  pray  you  to  be  persuaded  by  me ; 
and  if  we  must  part  company,  let  it  be  by  your  takin/i 
the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  since  I  am  persuaded  it 
is  the  safest  route." 

"  And  if  it  be  the  safest,"  said  his  father,  with  A 
voice  of  tender  reproach,  is  that  a  reason  why  I 
should  spare  my  own  almost  exhausted  thread  of  lifey 
and  expose  thine,  my  dear  son,  which  has  but  begun 
its  course  ?" 

"  Nay,  father,"  answered  the  son  with  animation, 
^*in  speaking  thus  you  do  not  consider  the  difference 
of  our  importance  to  the  execution  of  the  purpose 
which  you  have  so  long  entertained,  and  which  seeriis 
now  so  nigh  being  accomplished.  Think  how  im- 
perfectly I  might  be  able  to  discharge  it  without 
knowledge  of  the  Duke's  person,  or  credentials  to 
gain  his  confidence.  I  might  indeed  repeat  your 
words,  but  the  circumstances  would  be  wanting  to 
attract  the  necessary  faith,  and  of  conse(|uence|  your 
scheme,  for  the  success  of  which  you  have  Uvea,  tina 
now  are  willing  to  run  the  risk  of  death,  woi:dd  mii^ 
cany  along  with  me." 

"You  cannot  shake  my  resolution,"  said  the  elder 
Philipson,  "or  persuade  me  that  my  life  is  of  more 
importance  than  yours.  You  only  remind  me,  (hat 
it  IS  you,  and  not  I,  who  ought  to  be  the  bearer  of 
this  token  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  Should  you 
be  eucoessfol  in  reaching  his  court  or  camp^  your  pos- 
session of  these  gems  will  be  needful  to  attach  credit 
to  your  mission ;  a  purpose  for  whkh  they  would  be 
leas  neceesary  to  m&  who  can  r^fer  to  other  dreum- 
stances  imder  whicn  I  might  claim  credence^  if  it 
should  please  Heaven  to  leave  me  alone  to  acquit  my- 
sdf  of  this  important  commission,  whidh,  may  Our 
Lady,  in  her  mercy,  forefend!  Understand,  (here- 
fore,  that,  should  an  opportunity  occur  by  whteh  you 
can  make  your  way  to  the  opposite  eide  of  (he  Rhm^ 
you  are  to  direct  your  journey  so  as  again  to  cross  to 
tUs  bank  at  Strasburg,  wbiBre  you  will  inquire  for 
news  of  me  at  the  Flying  Stag,  a  hpatelry  in  th&t 
city,  which  you  will  easily  discover.  If  you  hear  no 
tidings  of  me  at  that  placc^  you  will  proceed  to  the 
Duke,  and  deliver  to  him  this  important  packet." 

Here  he  put  into  his  son's  hand,  with  as  much  pri- 
vacy as  possible,  the  case  containing  the  diamond 

"  What  else  your  duty  calls  on  you  to  do."  continued 
the  elder  PhiUpson,  "  you  well  know ;  only  I  conjyre 
you,  let  no  vam  inquines  after  my  fete  interfere  with 
the  great  duty  you  have  there  to  discharge.  In  tM 
mean  time,  prepare  to  bid  me  a  sudden  ferewell,  with 
a  heart  asbold  and  confident  as  when  you  went  be- 
fore me,  and  courageously  led  the  way  amid  the  rocks 
and  storms  of  Switzerland.  Heaven  was  above  us 
then,  as  it  is  over  us  now.  Adieu,  m  v  beloveq  Ajlhur  I 
Should  I  wait  till  the  moment  of  separation,  there 
may  be  but  short  time  to  speak  the  fatal  word,  and 
no  eye  save  thine  own  must  see  the  tear  which  I  now 


"j^e  pamful  feeling  which  accompanied  thia  antir 
cmation  of  their  parting  was  so  sincere. oii  Arthur's 
part,  as  well  as  tnat  ofhis  fether,  that  it  did  not  at 
first  occur  to  the  former»  as  a  pource  <>f  consolation, 
that  it  seemed  likely  he  mi^t  be  placed  under  the 
guidance  of  the  singular  female,  the  memory  of  whom 
haunted  hiin.  "True  it  was,  that  the  beauty  of  Anne 
of  Geientein.  aa  well  as  the  striking  circunistanpea 
in  which abehad^ exhibited  herseU;  had  on  that  yen 
morning  been  the  principal  occupation  of  his  mind; 
but  they  were  now  ohaaed  from  it  by  the  predomi*^ 
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nant  raoollectioiL  that  he  was  ahoat  to  be  Mparated 
in  a  moment  of  aanger  from  a  father,  so  well  deeerr- 
inc  of  hia  highest  esteem  and  his  fondest  afiection. 

Mean  whife,  that  father  dashed  from  his  eye  the 
tear  which  his  devoted  stoicism  ootild  not  suppress, 
and.  as  if  afiraid  of  softening  his  resolation  by  indulg- 
ing his  parental  fondness,  he  recalled  the  pious  Bar- 
tholomew.'^ demand  of  nun  how  fiu-  they  were  from 
the  Chapel  of  the  Ferry. 

"  Little  more  than  a  mile,"  was  the  reply ;  and 
when  the  Englishman  required  fkother  information 
concerning  the  cause  of  its  erection,  he  was  infiDrmed, 
that  an  old  boatman  and  fisherman,  named  Hans, 
had  long  dwelt  at  the  place,  who  gained  a  precarious 
Itrelihood  by  transporting  travellers  and  merchants 
from  one  bank  of  the  river  to  the  other.  The  misfor- 
Ume,  however,  of  losing  first  one  boat  and  then  a 
second,  in  the  deep  and  mighty  stream,  with  the 
dread  inspired  in  travellers  by  the  repetition  of  such 
accidental  began  to  render  ms  profession  an  uncer- 
tain one.  Bang  a  good  Catholic,  the  old  man's  dis- 
tress took  a  devotional  turn.  He  began  to  hx^  back 
on  his  former  life,  and  consider  bjr  what  crimes  he 
had  deserved  the  misfortunes  which  darkened  the 
evening  of  his  days.  His  remorse  was  chiefly  excited, 
by  the  recoUectioa  that  he  had,  on  one  occasion, 
when  the  paasage  was  peculiarly  stormy,  refused  to 
discharge  nis  duty  as  a  ferryman,  in  oraer  to  trans- 
port to  the  other  shore  a  priest,  who  bore  along  with 
him  an  image  of  the  Virgin,  destined  for  the  village 
of  Kirch-ho$  on  the  opposite  or  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine.  For  this  fiiult,  Hans  submitted  to  severe 
peifance,  as  he  was  now  disposed  to  consider  as  cul- 
pable his  doubt  of  the  Virmn's  power  of  protecting 
herself  her  priest,  and  the  bark  employed  m  her  ser- 
vice ;  besides  which,  the  offering  of  a  large  share  of 
his  worldly  goods  tc  the  church  ox  Kirch-hwii  express- 
ed the  truth  of  the  old  man's  repentance.  Neither 
did  he  ever  again  permit  himself  to  interpose  any  de- 
lay in  the  journey  of  men  of  holy  church ;  but  all 
ranka  of  the  clergy,  from  the  mitred  prelate  to  the 
barefooted  friar,  might  at  any  time  of  dav  or  night 
have  commanded  the  services  of  him  ana  his  boat 

While  prosecuting  so  laudable  a  course  of  lif&  it  be- 
came at  length  the  lot  of  Hans  to  find,  on  the  banka 
of  the  Rhine,  a  small  image  of  the  Virgin,  thrown  by 
the  waves,  which  appeared  to  him  exactly  to  resem- 
ble that  which  he  bad  formerlv  trngradously  refused 
to  carry  across,  when  under  charge  of  the  sacristan 
of  Kiroh-hoff  He  placed  it  in  the  most  conspicuous 
part  of  his  hut,  and  poured  out  his  soul  before  it  in  de- 
votion, anxipusly  inquiring  for  some  signal  by  which 
he  might  discover  whether  he  was  to  consider  the 
amval  of  her  holy  image  as  a  pledge  that  his  of- 
fences were  forgiven.  In  the  visions  of  the  night,  his 
gamers  were,  answered,  and  Our  Ladj  assuming  the 
rm  of  the  image,  stood  by  his  bedside,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  telling  him  wherefore  she  had  come  hither. 

*My  trusty  servant,"  she  said,  "men  of  Belial 
have  burned  my  dwelling  at  Kirch-hof^  spoiled  my 
chapel,  and  thrown  the  sacred  image  which  repre- 
asnts  me  into  the  swoln  Rhine,  which  swept  me 
downward.  Now,  I  have  resolvea  to  dwell  no  longer 
m  the  neishbouihood  of  the  profone  doera  of  this 
deed,  or  of  the  cowardly  vassals  who  dared  not  pre- 
vent it  I  am,  therefore,  compelled  to  remove  my 
habitation,  and,  in  despite  of  the  opiMsing  current,  I 
determined  to  take  tfak  shore  on  this  side,  being  re- 
solved to  fix  my  abode%ith  thee,  my  faithful  servant, 
that  the  land  in  which  thou  dwellest  may  be  blessed, 
as  well  as  thou  and  thy  household." 

As  the  vision  spoke,  she  seemed  to  wring  from  her 
the  water  in  which  they  had  been  steeped, 


while  her  disoidered  dress  and  fotigned  appearance 
was  that  of  one  who  has  been  bimeting  with  the 
waves. 

Next  morning  brought  intelligence,  that  in  one  of 
the  numerous  feuds  cf  that  fierce  period,  Kurch-hoff 
had  bean  aacked,  the  choreh  destroyed,  and  the 
church  treasury  plundered. 

In  opnssquence  of  the  fisherman's  vision  being  thus 
raBarkably  confirmed,  Hans  entirely  renounced  his 
profession;  and,  leaving:  it  to  younger  men  to  supply 
his  place  as  ferryman,  ne  converted  his  hut  into  a 


raatic  efaapd,  and  he  himaeU^  <*1udi^  oHcn, 
upon  the  shrine  as  a  hennit.  or  daily  rhapTam  Tks 
figure  was  supposed  to  work  miranrsi,  aiid  the  Any 
became  renowned  from  ita  being  nnder  the  prateetMB 
of  the  Holy  Ima^e  of  Cor  Lady,  and  bar  no  leas  hair 
servant. 

When  Bartholomew  had  oondnded  hiB  aeoooBt  «l 
the  Ferry  and  its  Chapel,  the  timveilen  had  arrived  at 
the  place  itsel£ 
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UpoB  iha  Rhiae,  opoa  tiM 

The  cmpaa  of  >u«s  dnriaa. 
Which  DMk«  the  aoldiaT'e  jot 

O.  bIflMed  b«  Um  RhniBi-iMUeic 

A  C0TTA6B  or  two  ou  the  side  of  the  river, 
which  were  moored  one  or  two  fishiiig-boatai»  d 
the  pious  Hana  had  successors  in  his  profeasMn  as  a 
boatman.  The  river,  which  at  a  point  a  tittle  hmw 
was  restrained  by  a  chain  of  iaieta,  expanded 
widely,  and  moved  less  rapidly,  than  wnen  it  p 
these  cotiagea.  aflbrding  to  the  ferryman  a  i 
surface,  and  a  less  heavy  stream  to  oootend  widi,  al- 
though the  current  was  even  there  too  atnng  to  be 
borne  up  against,  unless  the  river  was  in  a  tranqal 
state. 

On  the  opposite  bank,  but  a  good  deal  lower  (haa 
the  hamlet  which  gave  name  to  the  ferry, 
on  a  small  eminence,  screened  by  trees  and 
the  little  town  of  Kirch-hofil  A  " 
the  left  bank  was,  even  on  favourable 
ried  conaiderably  to  leeward  ere  it  ooold  anam  tlv 
opposite  side  of  the  deep  and  full  streamol'  the  BIna 
so  that  its  course  was  oblique  towaida  Kiicfa-baC 
On  the  other  hand,  a  boat  departing  froos  Xirch-hsff 
muat  have  ffreat  advantage  both  of  wind  and  oai%ia 
order  to  land  its  loading  or  crew  at  the  Clia|»el  of  ^ 
Ferrv,  unless  it  were  under  the  miracvloos  iiifliinanr 
which  carried  the  image  of  the  Virgin  in  ihac  daee- 
tion.  The  communicatioii.  therefore,  fitom  the  eaa 
to  the  west  bank,  was  only  maintained  by  towiBa 
boats  up  the  stream,  to  such  a  height  on  the  eaam 
aide,  that  the  leeway  which  they  made  dnrinai  ibt 
voyage  across  might  oonespooci  with  the  poiac  m 
which  they  desirea  to  arrive,  and  eoaMe  than  w  at- 
tain it  vritn  ease.  Hencc^  it  natnrally  happenad.  that 
the  paasage  firom  Alsace  mto  Suabis  baiiMp  tbe  mm 
easy  the  ferry  waa  more  uaed  by  t'loae  who  were  de^ 
siroos  of  entering  Germany,  than  by  travoUera  wb$ 
came  in  an  oppoaite  direction. 

When  the  elder  PhilipscNi  had  by  a  |daoee  anaad 
him  ascertained  the  situation  of  the  fory,  be  ami 
firmly  to  his  son,—**  Begpne^  my  deau-  Arthur,  mad  da 
what  I  have  commanded  thee.''^ 

With  a  heart  rent  with  filial  aiuiaty,  the  yoaa( 
man  obeyed,  and  took  his  solitary  course  towarea  the 
oottagea,  near  which  the  barka  were  moorad, 
were  occasionally  uaed  for  ^  ' ' 
purpoaes  of  the  ferry. 

"  Your  son  leaves  us  7" 
elder  Philipson. 

"  He  does  for  the  present,"  said  his  latfacc,  ""as  he 
has  certain  inquiriea  to  make  in  yonder  haaaleL" 

"If  they  be,"  answered  the  giude.  **any  a 
connected  with  your  honour's  road,  Ilaad  me 

that  I  can  better  anawer  vour  inquinea  thaa 

ignorant  boors,  who  hanUy  understand  ymr  1h- 

^£  we  find  that  their  information 
mentary,"  said  Philipaon,  *'  we  will  _ . , 
while,  lead  on  to  the  chapel,  whcte  my 
us." 

They  moved  towarda  the  chajiel,  bat  vrich  daw 
steps,  each  turning  his  looks  aaide  to  the  ttkmm 
hamtet ;  the  guide  as  if  striving  to  see  wbedMi  the 
younger  treveilar  waa  returning  towards  tfaeo^  ihafe- 
ther  anxioua  to  deacry,  on  the  broad  boaooi  of  At 
Rhine,  a  aail  unloosed,  to  waft  his  son 

*  Tliia  ia  OM  ofth*  bwt  aad  most  popelv  o 
"  Oer  Rhetn,  &m  Rhsio,  ifBjint  an  4m 


aa  well  aa ferihe 


Bartholomew  la  the 


J 
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irhicb  Dugfat  be  conadered  as  the  safer  side.  But 
hoogh  the  looks  of  both  guide  and  traveller  were 
uniea  in  the  direction  of  the  river,  their  steps  carried 
hem  towards  the  chapeL  to  which  the  inhabitants, 
a  memory  of  the  founder,  had  given  the  title  of 
lana-Chapelle.   > 

,  A  few  trees  scattered  around  gave  an  agreeable  and 
ilvan  air  to  the  place ;  and  the  chapel,  that  appeared 
m  a  rising  ground  at  some  distance  from  the  hamlet, 
vas  constructed  in  a  style  of  pleasing  simplicity,  which 
orresponded  with  the  whole  scene.  Its  small  sise 
onfirmed  the  tradition,  that  it  had  originally  been 
nerely  the  hut  of  a  peasant ;  and  the  cross  of  fir- 

n  covered  with  bark,  attested  the  purpose  to 
it  was  now  dedicated.  The  chapel  and  all 
lound  it  breathed  peace  and  solemn  tranauillity,  and 
he  deep  sound  of  the  mighty  river  seemed  to  impose 
ilence  on  each  human  voice  which  might  presume 

0  mingle  with  its  awful  murmur. 

When  Philipson  arrived  in  the  vicinity,  Bartholo- 
new  took  the  advantage  afforded  by  his  silence  to 
bunder  forth  two  stanzas  to  the  praise  of  the  Lady 
f  the  Ferry,  and  her  faithful  worshipper  Hans,  after 
rhich  he  broke  forth  into  the  rapturous  exclamation, 
-"Come  hither  ve  who  fear  wreck,  here  is  your  safe 
laven !— Come  hither  ye  who  die  of  thirst,  lieie  is  a 
rell  of  mercy  open  to  you  !7-Come  those  who  are 
reary  and  far-travelled,  this  is  your  place  of  refresh- 
oentr* — And  more  to  the  same  purpose  he  might 
lave  saki,  but  Philipson  sternly  imposed  silence  on 
kim. 

"If  thy  devotion  were  altogether  true."  he  said,  "it 
rould  be  less  clamorous ;  but  it  is  well  to  do  what 
s  good  in  itself,  even  if  it  is  a  hypocrite  who  recom- 
nends  it— Let  us  enter  this  holy  chapeL  and  pray  for 

1  fortunate  issue  to  our  precarious  travels." 
The  pardoner  caught  up  the  last  words. 

"  Sure  was  I,"  he  said,  "  that  your  worship  is  too 
rail  advised,  to  pass  this  holy  place  without  implor- 
Qg  the  protection  and  influence  of  Our  Lady  of  the 
^rry.  Tany  but  a  moment  until  I  find  the  priest 
vho  serves  the  altar,  that  he  may  say  a  mass  on  your 
«half." 

Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  door  of  the  chapel 
uddenly  openine,  when  an  ecclesiastic  appeared  on 
he  threshold.  Philipson  instantly  knew  the  Priest  of 
Saint  Paul's,  whom  he  had  seen  that  morning  at  La 
''erette.  Bartholomew  also  knew  him,  as  it  would 
sem ;  for  his  officious  hypocritical  eloquence  failed 
dm  in  an  instant,  and  he  stood  before  the  priest  with 
lis  arms  folded  on  his  breast,  like  a  man  who  waits 
or  the  sentence  of  condemnation. 

"  Villain,"  said  the  ecclesiastic,  regarding  the  guide 
nth  a  severe  countenance,  "  dost  thou  lead  a  stranger 
ato  the  houses  of  the  Holy  Saints,  that  thou  mayst 
lay  him,  and  possess  thyself  of  his  spoils  7  But 
ieaven  will  no  longer  bear  with  thy  perfidy.  Back, 
hou  wretchj  to  meet  thy  brother  miscreanta,  who  are 
lastening  bitherward.  Tell  them  thy  arts  were  un- 
vaiUng,  and  that  the  innocent  stranger  is  under  mt 
protection— under  my  protection,  which  those  who 
cGsume  to  violate  will  meet  with  the  reward  of 
Lrchibald  de  Hagenbach !"  ^ 

The  guide  stood  quite  motionless,  v^ile  addressed 
y  the  priest  in  a  manner  equaUf  menacing  and 
uthoritative ;  and  no  sooner  di/T'tbe  letter  cease 
peaking,  than,  without  ofierin|K&  word  either  in  jus- 
ification  or  reply,  Bartholomew  turned  round,  and 
etreated  at  a  hasty  pace  by  the  same  road  which  bad 
onducted  the  traveller  to  the  chapeL 

"And  do  you,  worthy  Englishman,"  continued  the 
vieet,  "  enter  into  this  chapel,  and  perform  in  safety 
hose  devotions,  by  means  of  which  yonder  hypocrite 
tesigned  to  detain  you  until  his  brethren  in  iniquity 
«me  up.— But  firat,  wherefore  are  you  alone  1  I  trust 
laoffht  evil  hath  befallen  your  voung  companion  7" 

"My  son,"  said  Philipson,  crosses  the  Rhine  at 
t)nder  ferry,  as  we  had  important  business  to  transact 
a  the  other  side." 

As  he  spoke  thus,  a  light  boat,  about  which  two  or* 
hree  peasants  had  oeen  for  some  time  busy,  was  seen 
o  i>nsh  from  the  shore,  and  shoot  into  the  stream^  to 
which  it  was  partly  compelled  to  sive  way,  unm  a 
lail  stretched  along  the  slender  yard,  and  supporting 


the  bark  sgainst  the  currant,  enabled  her  to  stand 
obliouely  across  the  river. 

"Now,  praise  be  to  Gkxll"  said  Philipson,  who  was 
aware  that  the  bark  he  looked  upon  must  be  in  the 
act  of  carrying  his  son  beyond  the  reach  of  the  dan- 
gers by  which  he  was  himsc^  surrounded. 

"  Amen !"  answered  the  priest,  echoing  the  pious 
ejaculation  of  the  traveller.  "  Great  reason  have  you 
to  return  thanks  to  Heaven." 

"  Of  that  I  am  convinced,"  replied  Philipson ;  "  but 

Set  from  you  I  hope  to  learn  the  special  cause  of 
anger  from  which  I  have  eacaped  7" 

"  Thia  IB  neither  time  nor  place  for  such  an  inves- 
tigation," answered  the  Priest  of  Saint  Paul's.  "It  is 
enough  to  say,  that  yonder  fellow,  well-known  for 
his  hypocrisy  and  his  crimes,  was  present  when  the 
young  Switzer,  Sigismund,  reclaimed  from  the  exe- 
cutioner the  treasure  of  which  you  were  robbed  by 
Hagenbach.  Thus  Bartholomew  s  avarice  was  awak 
ened.  He  undertook  to  be  your  guide  to  Strasburg, 
with  the  criminal  intent  of  detainmg  you  by  the  way 
till  a  party  came  up,  against  whose  oumbera  resist- 
ance would  have  been  m  vain.  But  his  purpose  has 
been  anticipated.-— And  now,  ere  giving  vent  to  other 
worldly  thought8|  whether  of  hope  or  fear,-— to  the 
chapel,  sir,  and  join  in  orisons  to  Him  who  hath  been 
your  aid.  and  to  those  who  have  interceded  with  him 
in  your  behalf." 

Philipson  entered  the  chapel  with  his  guide,  and 
joined  in  returning  thanks  to  Heaven,  and  the  tute- 
lary power  of  the  spot,  for  the  escape  which  had  been 
vouchsafed  to  him. 

Whenthis  duty  had  been  performed,  Philipson  inti- 
mated his  purpose  of  resummg  his  journey,  to  which 
the  Black  Priest  replied,  "  That  far  from  delaying  him 
in  a  place  so  dangerous,  he  would  himself  accompany 
him  for  some  part  of  the  journey,  since  he  also  waa 
bound  to  the  presence  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy." 

"  You,  my  father  I— you !"  aaid  the  merchant,  with 
some  astonishment 

"  And  wherefore  surprised  7"  answered  the  priest. 
"  Is  it  so  strange  that  one  of  my  order  should  visit  a 
prince's  court  7  Believe  me,  there  are  but  too  many 
of  them  to  be  found  there." 

"  I  do  not  speak  with  reference  to  vour  order,"  an- 
swered Philipson,  "  but  in  regard  of^  the  part  which 
you  have  this  day  acted,  in  abetting  the  ezecutwn  of 
Archibald  de  Hagenbach.  Know  you  so  little  of  the 
fiery  Duke  of  Bargundy,  as  to  imagine  you  can  dally 
with  his  resentment  with  more  safety  than  you  would 
pull  the  mane  of  a  sleeping  lion  7" 

"I  know  his  mood  well,"  said  the  priest;  "and  it 
is  not  to  excuse,  but  to  defend  the  death  of  De  Hagen- 
bach, that  I  go  to  his  presence.  The  Duke  may  exe- 
cute his  serfs  and  bondsmen  at  his  pleasure,  but  there 
is  a  spell  upon  my  life,  which  is  proof  to  all  his  power. 
But  let  me  retort  the  question.  You,  Sir  Englishman, 
knowing  the  conditions  of  the  Duke  so  well— you,  so 
lately  the  guest  and  travelling  companion  of  the  most 
unwelcome  visiters  who  could  approach  him— you, 
implicated,  in  appearance  at  least,  in  the  uproar  at 
La  Feretie— what  chance  is  thereof  your  escaping  his 
vengeance  7  and  wherefore  will  you  throw  yourself 
wantonly  within  his  power  7"  ... 

"  Worthy  father,"  said  the  merchant,  let  each  of 
us,  without  offence  to  the  other,  keep  his  own  secret. 
I  have,  indeed,  no  spell  to  secure  roe  from  the  Duke's 
resentment— I  have  limbs  to  suffer  torture  and  impri- 
sonment, and  property  whi^ynay  be  seized  and  con- 
fiscated. But  I  have  nad  io^rmer  days  many  deal- 
ings with  the  Duke;  I  may  even  say  I  nave  laid  him 
under  obligations,  and  hope  my  interest  with  him  may 
in  consequence  be  suflicient,  not  only  to  save  me  from 
the  consequences  of  this  day's  procedure^  but  be  of 
some  avail  to  my  friend  the  Lanoamman.' 

"  But  if  you  are  in  reality  bound. to  the  court  of  Bur- 
gundy as  a  merchant,"  said  the  priest,  "  where  arc  the 
wares  in  which  you  traffic  7  Have  you  no  merchan- 
dise save  that  which  you  carry  on  your  person  7  I 
heard  of  a  sumpter-horse  with  baggage.  Has  yonder 
villain  deprived  you  of  it  7" 

This  was  a  trying  question  to  Philipson,  who,  anx- 
ious about  the  separation  from  his  son.  had  given  no 
direction  whether  the  baggage  should  remam  with 
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hiniBel^  or  should  be  trannorted  to  the  other  edde  of 
the  BLhine.  He  was,  therefore,  taken  at  advantage  by 
the  priest's  injuirv,  to  which  he  answered  with  some 
incoherence,-—  I  believe  my  baggage  is  in  the  hamlet 
—that  is,  unless  my  son  has  taken  it  across  the  Rhine 
with  him." 

"  That  we  will  soon  learn."  answered  the  priest. 

Here  a  novice  appeared  trom  the  vestiary  of  the 
chapel  at  his  call,  and  received  commands  to  inquire 
at  the  hamlet  whether  Philipson's  bales,  with  the 
horse  which  transported  them,  had  been  left  there,  or 
ferried  over  along;  with  his  son. 

The  novice,  hems;  absent  a  few  minutes,  presently 
returned  with  the  baggase-horsej  which,  with  its  bur- 
den, Arthur,  from  rcgara  to  his  father's  accommoda- 
tion, had  left  on  the  western  side  of  the  river.  The 
priest  looked  on  attentively,  while  the  elder  Philipson, 
mounting  his  own  horse,  and  taking  the  rein  of  the 
other  in  his  hand,  bade  the  Black  Priest  adieu  in 
these  words,— "And  now,  father,  farewell!  I  must 
pass  on  with  my  bales,  since  there  is  little  wisdom  in 
travelling  vivith  them  after  nightfall,  else  would  I  gladly 
suit  my  pace,  with  your  permission,  so  as  to  share  the 
wav  with  you." 

'  Jf  it  is  your  obliging  purpose  to  do  so,  as  indeed  I 
was  about  to  propose,  said  the  priest,  "  know  I  will 
be  no  stav  to  your  journey.  I  have  here  a  good  horse ; 
and  Mclcnoir,  who  must  otherwise  have  g<ine  on  foot, 
may  ride  upon  your  sumpter-horse.  I  the  rather  pro- 
pose this  course,  as  it  will  be  rash  for  you  to  travel  by 
night.  I  can  conduct  you  to  n  hostelrio  about  five 
miles  oflfj  which  wo  may  reach  with  sufficient  day- 
light, and  where  you  will  be  lodged  safely  for  your  | 
reckoning."  ' 

The  English  merchant  hesitated  a  moment.  He  ' 
had  no  fancy  for  any  new  companion  on  the  roud, 
and  although  the  countennnco  of  the  priest  was  rather 
handsome,  considering  his  years,  yet  the  expression 
was  such  as  by  no  means  invited  confidence.  On  the  • 
contrary,  there  was  something  mysterious  and  gloomy 
which  cloiidcd  hin  brow,  though  it  was  a  lofty  one^ 
ond  a  similar  expression  gleamccl  in  his  cold  gray  eye, 
and  intimated  severity  and  even  harshness  oi  disposi- 
tion. But  notwithstanding  this  repulsive  circum- 
stance, the  priest  had  lately  rendered  Philipson  a  con- 
siderable service,  by  detecting  the  treochery  of  his 
hypocritical  guide,  and  the  merchant  was  not  a  man 
to  be  startled  from  his  course  by  any  imaginary  pre- 
possessions against  the  looks  or  manners  of  any  one, 
or  apprehensions  of  machinations  against  himself. 
He  only  revolved  in  his  mind  the  singularity  attending 
his  destiny,  which,  while  ii  was  necessary  for  him  to  ! 
appear  before  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  in  the  most  con- 
ciliatory manner,  seemed  to  force  upon  him  the 
adoption  of  companions  who  must  needs  be  obnox- 
ious to  that  prince;  and  such,  he  wns  too  well  aware, 
must  be  the  case  with  the  Priest  of  St.  Paul's.  Hav- 
ing reflected  for  an  instant,  he  courteously  accepted 
the  ofier  of  the  priest  to  guide  him  to  some  place  of 
rest  and  entertainment,  which  must  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  his  horse  before  he  reached  Strasburg, 
even  if  he  himself  could  have  dispensed  with  it. 

The  party  being  thus  arranged,  the  novice  brought 
forth  the  priest's  steed,  which  he  mounted  with  grace  ! 
and  agility,  and  the  neophyte,  being  probably  the  same 
whom  Arthur  had  repre.scnted  dunng  Ins  escape  from 
La  Ferette,  took  charge,  at  his  master's  command, 
of  the  baggage-horse  of  the  Knglisliman  ;  and  cross- 
ing himself,  with  a  humbltf'inclinntion  of  his  head,  as 
the  priest  passed  him,  h^ll  into  the  rear,  and  seemed 
to  pass  the  time,  like  the  false  brother  Bartholomew, 
in  temng  his  l>ends,  with  an  earnestness  whicli  had 
perhaps  more  of  affected  than  of  real  piety.  The  Bla^k 
Priest  of  St.  Paul's,  to  judge  by  the  glance  which  he 
cast  upon  his  novice,  seemed  to  disdain  the  formality 
of  the  young  man's  devotion.  He  rotle  upon  a  strong 
black  norse,  more  like  a  warrior's  chai^er  than  the 
ambling  palfrey  of  a  priest,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  managed  him  was  entirely  devoid  of  awkwardness 
and  timioity.  His  pride,  whatever  was  its  character, 
wae  not  certainly  of  a  kind  altogether  professional, 
but  had  Its  origin  in  other  swelhng  thoughts  which 
arose  m  his  mind,  to  mingle  with  and  enhance  the 
Bell-consequence  of  a  powerful  ecclesiastic. 


As  Philipson  looked  on  his  oornpanion  from  tine 
to  time,  his  scrutinizing  glance  was  returned  by  t 
haughty  smile,  which  seemed  to  say,  "You  maygoi 
on  my  form  and  features,  but  you  cannot  peoetratti 
my  mystery." 

The  looks  of  Philipson,  which  were  never  known 
to  sink  before  mortal  man,  seemed  to  retort,  with 
equal  haughuness,  '*  Nor  ahall  you,  proud  priest,  know 
that  you  are  now  in  company  with  one  whose  lecrei 
is  far  more  important  than  thine  own  can  be." 

At  length  the  priest  made  some  advsnce  towsidi 
conversation,  by  allusion  to  the  footing  upon  which, 
by  a  mutual  understanding,  they  seemed  to  nave  pliced 
their  intercourse. 

"  We  travel  then,"  he  said,  "like  two  powerfiil  en- 
chanters, each  conscious  of  his  own  high  and  secret 
purpose;  each  in  his  own  chariot  of  ckHids,  and 
neither  imparting  to  his  companion  the  directioa  or 
purpose  of  his  journey." 

Excuse  me,  father,"  answered  Philipson:  "I 
have  neither  asked  your  purpose,  nor  concealea  mr 
own,  so  far  as  it  concerns  you.  I  repeat,  I  am  bouDO 
to  the  presence  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  my 
object,  like  that  of  any  other  merchant,  is  to  dispose 
of  iny  wares  to  advantage." 

"  Doubtless,  it  would  seem  so,"  said  the  Black 
Priest,  "from  the  extreme  attention  to  your  merchao- 
disc,  which  you  showed  not  above  half  an  hoursino^ 
when  you  knew  not  whether  your  bales  had  croaea 
the  river  with  your  son,  or  were  remaining  in  j-oor 
own  charge.  Are  English  merchants  usually  so  id- 
diflerent  to  the  sources  of  their  traffic?" 

"When  their  lives  are  in  danger,"  said Pbilbsoh. 
'*  they  are  sometimes  negligent  of  their  fortune. 

''It  is  well,"  replied  the  priest,  and  again  resumed 
his  solitary  musings;  until  another  half  hour's  tra- 
velling brought  them  to  a  dorfij  or  village,  which  tk 
Black  Priest  informed  Philipson  was  that  where  he 
proposed  to  stop  for  the  night. 

"The  novice,"  he  said,  will  show  you  iha  inn, 
which  is  of  good  reputation,  and  whore  you  may  lodp 
with  safety.  F'or  me,  1  ha>'c  to  visit  a  penitent  in  t& 
village,  who  desires  my  ghostly  offices;— perhips  I 
may  see  you  again  this  evening,  perhaps  not  till  the 
next  morning;- -at  any  rate,  adieu  for  the  present." 

So  sayinfj^  the  priest  stopped  his  horse,  while  the 
novice,  coming  close  up  to  Philipson's  side,  conducted 
him  onward  through  the  narrow  street  of  the  villa& 
whilst  the  windows  exhibited  here  ond  there  a  twin* 
ling  gleam,  announcing  thot  the  hour  of  darkness  wu 
arrived.  Finally  he  Jed  the  Englishman  through  Uk 
archway  into  a  sort  of  court-yara,  where  there  stoodi 
car  or  two  of  a  particular  shape,  used  occasionally  bt 
women  when  they  travel,  ana  some  other  vehicles  of 
the  same  kind.  Here  the  young  man  threw  himedf 
from  the  sumpter-horse,  and  placing  the  rein  in  Phi- 
lipson's hand,  disappeared  in  the  increaaingdsrkiMMk 
after  pointing  to  a  large  but  dilapidated  buildingj  alooi 
the  front  of  which  not  a  spark  of  light  was  tobe  iJKt 
covereii  from  any  of  the  narrow  and  numerous 
dows,  which  were  dimly  visible  in  the  twilight 
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plaffoe  nn  thto,  hasi 
not  liear?    An  'twen  sol 


lit  Carrier.    What.  o»tler  !- 
cyv  in  ihy  head  '    Canat  ihoo  liot 

lfWM\  a  deed  as  drink  to  brrak  the  pate  of  tliee,  I  aa  a  fur 
villain— Come,  and  be  lianfed— Haat  tlioa  no  fkiln  in  thet' 

GadshUi.  I  prey  t\tw,  lend  me  thy  lantern,  to  lae  my  fMaf 
in  the  stable. 

Hd  Carrier.    Nay.  aoft,  I  pray  >-ou-I  know  a  trick  worth  Ma 
of  that. 

Gadfhill.   I  prithee  lend  me  thine, 

?</  Carrier.  Ay,  when  i   Can«t  leil  7— Lend  Uico  my  lanwa. 
quotha?  Marry,  I'll  see  thee  hanfed  ix4t.-Hemr]f  IV. 

The  social  spirit  peculiar  to  the  French  natioa  bad 
alR-ady  introduced  into  the  inns  of  that  country  the 

fay  and  cheerful  character  of  welcome^  upon  wfaidi 
irasmus,  at  a  later  period,  dwells  with  stroof  em- 
phasis, as  a  contrast  to  the  saturnine  and  nUet 
reception  which  strangers  were  apt  to  meet  withat.a 
German  caravansera.  Philipson  wasi  tbcrsfinSi  ia 
expectation  of  being  received  by  the  haw,  dril,  aod 
talkative  host— by  the  hostess  and  her  daughter,  itt 
softness,  coquetry,  and  glee— the  smiling  and  suppk 
waiter— the  officious  and  dimpled   caaimbcmiaNL 
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The  h«(ter  ion*  in  Fnom  boiat  ciso  sefMirate  roooiB, 
where  scraogerfl  owiid  chaoge  or  put  in  order  their 
dreos,  where  they  migb^  sleep  without  company  in 
dieir  bedroom,  and  where  they  could  deposit  their 
hi^Htage  in  privacy  and  safety.  But  all  these  luxuries 
were  as  yec  unkiiown  in  Germany;  and  in  Alsace, 
where  the  scene  now  lies,  as  weU  as  in  the  other 
dependenciee  of  theCUnpire,  they  regarded  as  effemi- 
aacy  every  thing  beyond  euch  provisions  as  were 
ohaolutely  neoesaary  for  the  supply  of  the  wants  of 
tnaveUera ;  a,iid  even  theae  were  coarse  and  indifferent, 
and,  excepting  in  the  article  of  wine,  aparingly  mi- 
Biateied. 

The  Englishman,  finding  that  no  one  appeared  at 
the  gate,  began  to  make  his  preseaco  known  by  call- 
ing aloud,  and  finally  by  alighting,  and  smiling  with 
w^bia  might  on  the  doors  of  the  hostelrie  for  a  long 
tim&  without  attracting  the  least  attention.  At  length 
tho  head  of  a  grizzled  servitor  was  thrust  out  at  a 
small  window,  who,  in  a  voice  which  sounded  like 
that  of  one  displeased  at  the  interruption,  rather  than 
hopeful  of  advantage  from  the  arrival  of  a  guest,  de- 
manded what  he  wanted. 

^*  Is  this  an  inn  7"  reptied  Philipson. 

**  Yes,"  bluntly  replied  the  domestic,  and  was  about 
«>  withdraw  from  the  window,  when  the  traveller 
added,— 

'*  And  if  it  bo,  can  I  have  lodginge  ?" 

**Tou  may  come  in,"  was  the  short  and  dry 
aoewer. 

**  Send  some  one  to  take  the  horses,"  replied  Phi- 
iqiMion. 

**No  one  ia  at  leisure,"  replied  this  most  repulsive 
of  waiters;  "  you  must  litter  down  your  horses  your- 
self in  the  way  that  likea  you  best." 

"Where  is  the  stable  7**^  said  the  merchant,  whose 

Srud^ice  and  temper  were  scarce  proof  against  this 
^utch  phlegm. 

The  lellow,  who  seemed  as  sparing  of  his  wordsL 
aa  if,  like  the  Princess  in  the  fairy  tale,  he  had  dropped 
ducata  with  each  of  them,  only  pointed  to  a  door  in 
an  outer  building,  more  resembling  that  of  a  cellar 
than  of  a  stable,  and,  as  if  weary  of  the  confprence, 
drew  in  his  head,  and  shut  the  window  sharply 
AfiEainst  the  guest,  as  he  would  against  an  importu- 
nate beggar. 

Cursmg  the  spirit  of  independence  which  left  a 
traveller  to  his  own  resources  and  exertions,  Philip- 
son,  making  a  virtue  of  necessity,  led  the  two  nags 
towards  the  door  pointed  out  as  that  of  the  stable, 
and  was  rejoiced  at  heart  to  see  light  glimmering 
through  its  chinks.  He  entered  with  nis  charge  into 
a  place  very  like  the  dungeon  vault  of  an  ancient 
caatle,  rudely  fitted  up  with  some  racks  and  mangers. 
It  was  of  considerable  extent  in  point  of  length,  and 
at  the  lower  end  two  or  three  persona  were  engaged  in 
tying  up  their  horses,  dressing  them,  and  dispensing 
tiiem  tneir  provender. 

This  last  article  was  delivered  by  the  ostler^  a 
very  old  lame  man,  who  neither  put  his  band  to  wisp 
or  cuny-comb,  but  sat  weighing  forth  hay  by  the 
pound,  and  counting  out  com,  as  it  seemed,  by  the 
^ain.  so  anxiously  did  he  bend  over  his  task,  by  the 
aid  of  a  blinking  light  enclofied  within  a  horn  lantern. 
He  did  not  even  turn  his  head  at  the  noise  which  the 
EIngliahman  made  on  entering  the  place  with  two 
additional  horses,  far  less  did  beseem  disposed  toeive 
himaelf  the  least  trouble,  or  the  stranger  the  smallest 
aaaiatance. 

In  respect  of  cleanliness,  the  stable  of  Augeas  bore 
DO  small  resemblance  to  this  Alsatian  donf,  and  it 
would  have  been  an  exploit  worthy  of  Hercules  to 
have  restored  it  to  such  a  state  of  cleanliness,  as 
would  have  made  it  barely  decent  in  the  eyes^  and 
tolerable  to  the  nostrils,  of  the  punctilious  English- 
oian.  But  this  was  a  matter  which  disgusted  Phi- 
lyaon  himself  much  more  than  those  of  his  party 
which  were  principally  concerned.  They,  videlicet 
the  two  horses,  seeming  perfectly  to  understand  that 
the  rule  of  the  place  was,  "  first  come  first  served, ' 
b&atened  to  occupy  the  empty  stalls  which  happened 
to  be  nearest  to  tnera.  In  this  one  of  them  at  least 
waa  disappointed,  being  received  by  a  groom  with  a 
blow  across  the  face  with  a  switch. 
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"Take  that,"  said  thefeUow,  " for  forcioa  thyself 
into  the  place  taken  up  for  the  horses  of  the  Baron  of 
Randelsneim." 

Never  in  the  courae  of  his  life  had  the  Elnglisb  mer- 
chant  more  pain  to  retain  poasesaion  of  his  temper 
than  at  that  moment.  Reflecting,  however,  on  the 
discredit  of  quarrelling  with  auch  a  man  in  such  a 
cai!8e,  he  contented  himself  with  placing  the  animal, 
thus  repulsed  from  the  stall  he  bad  chosen,  into  one 
next  to  that  of  his  companion,  to  which  no  one 
aeemed  to  lay  claim. 

Tbe  merchant  then  proceeded,  notwithstanding 
the  fatigue  of  the  day.  to  pay  all  that  attention  to  the 
mute  companions  oi  his  journey,  which  they  deserve 
from  every  traveller  who  nas  any  share  of  prudence, 
to  say  nothing  of  humanity.  The  unusual  degree  of 
trouble  which  Philipson  took  to  arrange  his  horses, 
although  his  dress,  and  much  more  his  demeanour, 
seemed  to  place  him  above  this  species  of  servile 
labour,  appeared  to  make  an  impression  even  upon 
the  iron  insensibility  of  the  old  ostler  himself.  He 
showed  some  alacrity  in  furnishing  the  traveller,  who 
knew  the  buainesa  of  a  groom  ao  well,  with  com, 
straw,  and  hay,  though  in  small  quantity,  and  at 
exorbitant  rates,  which  were  instantly  to  he  paid ; 
nay,  he  even  went  as  far  as  the  door  of  the  stable, 
that  he  might  point  across  the  court  to  the  well,  from 
which  Philipson  was  obliged  to  fetch  water  with  hia 
own  hands.  Tha  duties  of  the  stable  being  finished, 
the  merchant  concluded  that  he  had  gained  such  an 
interest  with  the  grim  master  of  the  horse,  aa  to.leam 
of  him  whether  he  might  leave  his  bales  safely  in  the 
stable. 

"  You  may  leave  them  if  you  will."  said  the  ostler; 
"  but  touching  their  safety,  you  will  do  much  more 
wisely  if  you  take  them  with  you,  and  give  no  temp- 
tation to  any  one  by  suffering  them  to  pass  from 
under  your  own  eyes. 

So  saying,  the  roan  of  oats  closed  his  oracular 
jaws,  nor  could  he  be  prevailed  upon  to  unlock  them 
again  by  any  inquiry  which  his  customer  could  devise. 

in  the  course  of  this  cold  and  comfortless  reception, 
Philipson  recollected  the  necessity  of  supporting  the 
character  of  a  pmdent  and  wary  trader,  which  he 
had  forgotten  once  before  in  the  course  of  the  day : 
and,  imitating  what  he  saw  the  others  do,  who  had 
been,  like  himself,  engaged  in  taking  charge  of  their 
horses,  he  took  up  his  bagga^,  and  removed  himself 
and  his  property  to  the  inn.  Here  he  was  suffered  to 
enter,  rather  than  admitted,  into  the  general  or  pubho 
stube,  or  room  of  entertainment,  which,  like  the, ark 
of  the  patriarch,  received  all  ranks  without  distinc- 
tion, whether  clean  or  uncleail. 

The  atubSf  or  stove,  of  a  German  inn,  derived  its 
name  from  tbe  great  hypocaust,  which  is  always 
strongly  healed  to  secure  the  warmth  of  the  apart- 
ment in  which  it  is  placed.  There  travellers,  of  every 
age  and  description  assembled— there  their  imper 
garments  were  indiscriminatelv  hung  up  around  the 
stove  to  dry  or  to  air— and  the  guests  tbem^selves 
were  seen  employed  in  various  acta  of  ablution  or 
ptersonal  arrangement,  which  are  generally,  in  modem 
times,  referred  to  the  privacy  of  the  dresamg-room. 

The  more  refined  feelings  of  the  Englishman  were 
disgusted  with  this  scene,  and  he  was  reluctant  to 
mingle  in  it.  For  this  reason  he  inquired  for  the  pri- 
vate retreat  of  the  landlord  himself,  trusting  that,  by 
some  of  the  arguments  powerful  among  his  tnbe,  he 
might  obtain  separate  quartfics  from  tbe  crowd,  anda 
morsel  of  food,  to  be  eaten  iinivate.  A  gray-haired 
Ganymede,  to  whom  he  put  the  question  where  the 
landlord  was,  indicated  a  recess  behiiid  the  hu0e 
stove,  where,  veiling  his  glory  in  a  very  dark  and  ex- 
tremely hot  corner,  it  pleased  the  great  man  to  ob- 
scure himself  from  vulgar  gaze.  There  was  some- 
thing remarkable  about  this  person.  Short,  stout, 
bandvlegged,  and  consequenual,  he  was  m  these  re- 
spect's hke  many  brethren  of  the  profession  in  all 
countries.  But  the  countenance  of  the  man,  and  still 
more  his  manners,  differed  more  from  the  meny  host 
of  France  or  England,  than  even  the  experienced 
Philipson  was  prepared  to  expect.  He  knew  Gennan 
customs  too  well  to  expect  the  simplumt  and  service- 
able qualiiiea  of  the  roaster  of  a  French  inn,  or  eyen 
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the  more  blunt  and  frank  manners  of  an  Enfl^iah 
landkNtL  But  such  German  innkeepera  as  he  had  yet 
seen,  though  indeed  arbitrary  and  peremptory  in  their 
country  fashions,  yet,  being  numoured  in  thesa  thev, 
Uka  tyrants  in  their  noun  of  retazation,  dealt  kindly 
with  the  guests  over  whom  their  sway  extended,  and 
mitigated,  by  jeat  and  J[o]Uty,  the  hanhnei^  of  their 
abamote  power.    But  this  man*s  brow  was  like  a  tia- 

S'c  voluine,  in  which  yon  were  as  unlikely  to  find  any 
ing  of  jest  or  amosement,  as  in  a  hermit's  bre?iary. 
His  answers  were  short,  sudden,  and  lepulsiTe,  and 
the  air  and  manner  with  which  they  were  delivered 
was  as  surly  as  their  tenor;  which  wDl  appear  from 
the  following  dialoi^  betwixt  him  and  his  guest  r-— 

"Good  host,"  said  Philipson,  in  the  mildest  tone 
he  could  assume,  "  I  am  flitigued,  and  far  from  well 
—May  I  request  to  have  a  separate  apartment,  a 
cup  of  wine,  and  a  morsel  of  food,  in  my  private 
chamber  1" 

"Yon  may,"  answered  the  landlord ;  but  with  a 
look  stnngeiv  at  variance  with  the  apparent  acquies- 
cence which  his  words  naturally  implied. 

"Let  me  have  such  accommodation,  then,  with 
yourearlieat  convenience." 

"  Soft  I"  replied  the  innkeeper.  '*  I  have  said  that 
you  mav  request  these  things,  but  not  that  I  would 
grant  tnem.  If  you  would  uisut  on  being  served 
dioerently  from  others,  it  must  be  at  another  mn  than 
mine." 

"WeU,  then,"  said  the  traveller,  "I  wtU  ahift  with- 
out supMr  for  a  night—nasr,  more,  I  will  be  content 
to  pay  for  a  supper  which  I  do  not  eat,  if  you  will 
cause  me  to  be  accommodated  with  a  private  apart- 
ment T' 

"  Signior  traveller,"  said  the  innkeeper,  "  every  one 
hera  must  be  accommodated  as  well  as  you,  since  all 
pay  alike:  Whoso  comes  to  this  bouse  of  entertain- 
ment, must  eat  as  othere  eat,  drink  as  othera  drink,  sit 
at  table  with  the  rest  of  my  guests,  and  go  to  bed 
when  the  company  have  done  drinking." 

"AD  thia,"  siud  Philipson,  humbling  himself  where 
anger  wonld  have  been  ridiculous,  "  is  highly  reaaon- 
able;  and  I  do  not  opooee  myself  to  your  laws  or 
cnstomsL ,  But,"  added  tie,  taking  his  purse  from  his 
girdle,  "  sickness  craves  some  privilege ;  and  when  the 
padent  is  wilhng  to  pay  for  it,  methmks  the  rigour  of 
your  laws  may  admit  of  some  mitigation  T 

"I  keep  an  inn  Signior.  and  not  a  hospital  If 
yon  remain  here,  you  shall  be  served  with  the  same 
attention  as  others, — ^if  you  are  not  willing  to  do  as 
othera  do,  leave  my  house  and  seek  another  inn." 

On  receiving  this  decisive  rebuff,  Philipson  gave  up 
the  contest,  and  retired  from  the  aandum  tanciontm, 
of  hia  ungracious  host  to  await  the  arrival  of  supper, 
penned  op  like  a  bullock  in  a  voond,  amongst  the 
crowded  mhabitaots  of  the  stube.  Some  of  these, 
exhausted  by  fatigue,  snored  away  the  interval  be- 
tween their  own  arrival  and  that  of  the  expected  re- 
past i  others  conversed  together  on  the  news  of  the 
country,  and  othera  again  played  at  dice,  or  such  games 
as  might  serve  to  consume  the  time.  The  company 
were  of  various  ranks,  from  those  who  were  appa- 
rently wealthy  and  well-aivpointed,  to  some  whose 
(Sannents  and  roannera  indicated  that  they  were  but 
juat  beyond  the  graap  of  poverty. 

A  bagging  friar,  a  man  apparently  of  a  gay  and 
pleaaant  temper,  approsched  Philipson,  and  engaged 
him  in  conversation.  The  Englishman  was  well 
enough  acquainted  with  the  world  to  b^  awarcj  that 
whatever  of  his  charadwr  and  purpose  it  was  desirable 
to  jConcfj'.  would  be  best  hidden  under  a  sociable 
apd  Open  demeanour.  He,  therefore,  received  the 
friars  approaches  graciously,  and  converaed  with  him 
ODon  the  state  f>f  Lorraine,  and  the  intereat  which  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy's  attempt  to  aeize  that  fief  in  to  his 
hands  was  likely  to  create  both  in  Prance  and  Ger- 
many. On  these  subjects,  satisfied  with  hearing  his 
fellow-traveller's  sentiments,  Philipson  expressed  no 
opinion  of  his  own,  but,  after  receiving  such  intelli- 
gence as  the  friar  chose  to  communicate,  preferred 
rather  to  talk  upon  the  geography  of  the  country,  the 
nioltties  afforded  to  commerce,  and  the  nilea  which 
objjpcted  or  favoured  trade. 

While  he  was  thus  engaged  in  the  oonversaUon 


which  Beamed  moat  to  beloag  to  bis  . 
landloid  soddenlv  entsrad  the  loom,  aad,  i 
the  head  of  an  old  barrel  glanced  ma  eya  dowly  aad 
steadily  round  the  crowded  apartnaent,  rad  wheakt 
had  OMnpleted  hia  aurvey,  pffoaoanoea  in  a  ( 
tone,    the  double  eomraand, — **  Sbnt   dbe 
Spread  the  uMe." 

"The  Baron  Sl  Antonio  be  prassed,"  sakl  the  fast 
"our  landlord  haa  given  np  hope  of  any  oaoie  gsiMi 
to-nigiit  nntil  which  bleeacd  tinae  vre  waiAt  haw 
starved  UHT  want  of  food  before  be  had  relievenaa  A^ 
here  comea  the  doth,  the  old  galea  of  theooan-fH 
are  now  bolted  fast  eooogh,  and  when  laa 
has  once  said,  '  Shut  the  gates,'  the  atnnger 
knock  on  ootsaie  as  he  wiU,  bet  we  mmj  rast 
that  it  ahall  not  be  opened  to  him." 

"  Meinherr  Menoa  roaincaiiia  strict  disripiinf  ia  Vm 
houae,"  said  the  englishman. 

"  As  absolute  as  the  Di;he  of  BargQDdy,"  snavMi 
the  friar.  "After  ten  o'clock,  oo  adnnttaBca-Hhc 
*seek  another  inn,'  which  ia  before  that  a  eoaditisad 
bint,  becomes,  afler  the  dock  haa  atiuek,  and  At 
watchmen  have  berain  their  rounda,  an  abaofam,*- 
der  of  exclusion.  He  that  ia  without  remains  w^ 
out,  and  he  dbat  ia  within  must,  in  like  manner, » 
tinue  there  nntil  the  galea  open  at  break  of  day.  Tl 
then  the  house  is  almoet  like  a  beleaipievad  ataw 
John  Menga  ita-aeoeaehar 

"  And  we  ita  captivea,  good  fother,"  said  Ptaiipna 
"  Well,  content  am  I ;  a  wiae  traveller  moat  sskai 
to  the  control  of  the  leaden  of  the  people  when  h 
travels ;  and  I  hope  a  goodly  fot  potentate,  like  Ma 
Mengs,  win  be  as  clement  aa  his  atatioa  and  Sffm 
admit  of." 

While  they  were  taHLtng  in  this  manner,  the  spri 
wsiter,  with  many  a  weary  sigh,  and  many  a  gma 
had  drawn  out  certain  boards,  by  which  a  uble^  at 
stood  in  the  midst  of  the  stubi,  had  the  capaaty^ 
being  extended,  so  aa  to  contain  the  oompaoy  p» 
sent,  and  covered  it  with  a  doth,  vrhidi  waa  maam 
distinguiahed  by  extreme  deanlineaa  nor  fineaearf 
texture.  On  thia  table,  when  it  had  been  aooofaB*- 
dated  to  receive  the  neceasary  number  of  gneaa  > 
wotiden  trencher  and  apoon,  together  with  a  gba 
drinking  cup,  were  placed  befine  encb,  he  being  » 
pected  to  serve  himaelf  with  hia  owm  knile.  nr  Ai 
other  purposes  of  the  table.  As  for  lorksi,  thiey  wm 
unknown  until  a  much  later  period,  all  the  Earapeas 
of  that  day  making  the  same  use  of  the  fisgoi  a 
select  their  morsels  and  transport  them  to  the  natfk 
which  the  Asiatics  now  practise. 

The  board  was  no  sooner  arranged,  than  the  hm- 
gry  guests  hastened  to  occupy  thor  aeats  around  S; 
for  which  purpose  the  sleepera  were  awakened,  fk 
dicere  resigned  then-  game,  and  the  idlera  and  poia- 
cians  broke  off  their  sage  debates,  in  order  to  seeR 
their  atation  at  the  aopper-table^  and  be  ready  to  ptf- 
form  their  part  in  the  intereating  aolemnity  «M 
eeemcd  about  to  take  place.  Bnt  there  is  madi  be- 
tween  the  cup  and  the  lip,  and  not  leas  someiisK* 
between  the  covering  of  a  table  and  the  pUdaslM 
upon  it.  Hie  gtiests  sat  in  order^  each  with  his  katt 
drawn,  already  menacing  the  victuals  wfaidi  aai 
still  subject  to  the  operations  of  the  oook.  Tha 
had  waited  with  various  degrees  of  patience,  far  fd 
half  an  hour,  when  at  length  the  old  attendam  Ww 
mentioned  entered  with  a  (ntcfaer  of  thin  UatA 
wine,  so  light  and  ao  sharp-tasted^  that  Phifipsoopr 
down  his  cup  with  every  tooth  m  his  hw  set  oa 
edge  by  the  slender  portwn  which  he  hadawalbasi 
The  landlord,  John  Mengs.  who  had  nawiiinfil  a  sen 
somewhat  elevated  at  the  head  of  the  table,  did  sm 
omit  to  observe  thia  mark  of  inaobordinatioa,  aad  to 
animadvot  upon  it. 

"The  wine  likea  von  not,  I  think,  my  waumT 
said  he  to  the  English  merchant. 

"  For  wine,  no,"  snswered  Philipaon ;  "  bat  toM 
I  see  any  thing  requiring  such  aaooe,  I  have  arite 
seen  better  vinegar." 

This  jest,  though  uttered  in  the  moat  eaim  nd 
compoaed  manner,  aeemed  to  drive  the  innkeeper  w 
fur\'. 

*' Who  are  you,"  he  exclaimed,  "  for  a  fbrajgn  pd- 
lar,  that  ventures  to  quaxrd  with  xaj  wine,  waieh 
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hfts  beeo  tppioved  of  by  so  many  princea,  dokec, 
nigntnis  dukes,  graves,  rbinegraves,  counts,  barons, 
and  knights  of  tne  Emiure,  whose  shoes  you  are  al- 
logathcr  unworthy  even  to  clean  7  Was  it  not  of  this 
wine  that  the  Count  Palatine  of  Nimmersatt  drank 
aut  qaarts  before  ,be  ever  rose  from  the  blessed  chair 
in  which  I  now  sit  1" 

**  I  doubt  it  not,  mine  host,"  said  Philipson ;  "  nor 
ttfaould  I  think  of  scandalizing  tbe  sobnety  of  your 
honourable  guest,  if  he  had  drunken  twice  the  quan- 
tity." 

"Silence,  thou  malicious  railer!"  said  the  host; 
**  and  let  instant  apology  be  made  to  me,  and  the 
wine  which  yon  have  calumniated,  or  I  will  instantly 
command  the  supper  to  be  postponed  till  midnight." 

Here  there  was  a  general  alarm  among  theffuests, 
all  abjuring  any  part  in  the  censures  of  Phmpson, 
sod  most  of  them  proposing  that  John  Meng^s  should 
avenge  himself  on  the  actual  culprit  by  tummg  him 
instantly  out  of  doors,  rather  than  involve  so  many 
innocent  and  famished  persons  in  the  consequences 
of  his  guilt.  The  wine  they  pronounced  excellent ; 
some  two  or  three  even  drank  their  glass  out,  to 
make  their  words  good ;  and  they  all  onered,  if  not 
with  lives  and  fortunes,  at  least  with  hands  and  feet, 
to  support  the  ban  of  the  house  against  thecontuma- 
eioas  Englishman.  While  petition  and  remonstrance 
were  aasaihog  John  Mengs  on  every  side,  the  friar, 
Wlb  a  wise  counsellor  and  a  trusty  friend,  endea- 
voured to  end  the  feud  by  advising  Philipson  to  sub- 
mit to  the  host's  sovereignty. 

"Humble  thyself,  my  son,"  he  said;  "bend  the 
stubboroness  of  thy  heart  before  the  great  lord  of  the 
spi^t  and  butt.  I  speak  for  the  sake  of  othere  as 
weH  as  my  own ;  for  Heaven  alone  knows  how  much 
kHiger  they  or  I  can  endure  this  extenuating  fast  I" 

'^Worthy  guests,"  said  Philipson,  " I  am  grieved 
to  have  onended  our  respected  host,  and  am  so  far 
from  objecting  to  the  wine,  that  I  will  pay  for  a  dou- 
ble flagon  of  it,  to  be  served  all  round  to  this  honour- 
able company— 80,  only,  they  do  not  ask  me  to  share 
of  it." 

These  last  words  were  spoken  aside:  but  the  Eng- 
tiahman  could  not  fail  to  perceive,  from  the  wry 
moaths  of  aome  of  the  party  who  were  possessed  of  a 
nioer  palate,  that  they  were  as  much  sfreid  as  himself 
of  a  repetition  of  the  acid  potation. 

The  fhar  next  addressed  the  company  with  a  pro- 
posal, that  the  foreign  merchant,  instead  of  being 
smerced  in  a  measure  of  the  liquor  which  he  had 
scandalized,  should  be  mulcted  in  an  equal  quantity 
of  the  more  flasnerous  wines  which  were  usually  pro- 
dnoed  after  the  repast  had  been  concluded.  In  this 
mine  host,  as  well  as  the  guests,  foimd  their  advan- 
tage: and,  as  Philipson  made  no  objection,  the  pro- 
posal was  unanimously  adopted,  and  John  Mengs 
eve,  from  bis  seat  of  dignity,  the  signal  for  supper  to 
served. 

The  long-expected  meal  aippeared,  and  there  was 
twioB  as  much  time  employed  in  consuming  as  there 
had  been  in  expecting  it.  The  articles  of  which  the 
Bopper  oonnsted.  as  well  as  the  mode  of  serving  them 
up,  werv  as  much  calculated  to  try  the  patience  of  the 
company  as  the  delay  which  had  preceded  its  appear- 
UKse.  Messes  of  broth  and  vegetables  followed  in 
flooceasion,  with  plattere  of  meat  sodden  and  roasted, 
of  which  each  in  its  turn  took  a  formal  course  around 
the  ample  table,  and  was  specially  subjected  to  every 
ono  in  rotation.  Black  puddings,  hung  beef,  dried 
flsb,  also  made  the  circuit,  with  various  condiments. 
called  Botargo,  Caviare,  and  similar  name&  composed 
of  the  loes  of  fish  mixed  with  spices,  and  the  like  pre- 
parations, calculated  to  awaken  thiret  and  encourage 
deep  drinking.  Flagons  of  wine  accompanied  these 
stimulating  dainties.  The  liquor  was  so  superior  in 
flavour  and  strength  to  the  ordinary  wine  which  had 
awakened  so  much  controversy,  that  it  might  be  ob- 
jected to  on  theopposite  account,  beins  so  heady,  fiery, 
and  strong,  that,  in  spite  of  the  rebufls  which  his  cn- 
ticwms  had  slready  procured.  Philipson  ventured  to 
aik  for  some  cold  water  to  allay  it.   .  „      ,   j 

''Ton  are  too  difficult  to  please,  su- guest,"  replied 
lbs  landlonL  again  bending  upon  the  Englishman  a 
stern  and  offended  brow :  ^if  you  find  the  wme  too 


atrong  in  my  house,  the  secret  to  allay  ita  strength  is 
to  dnnk  the  less.  It  is  indiflerent  to  us  whether  you 
drink  or  not,  so  you  pky  the  reckoning  of  those  good 
fellows  who  do.'*^    Ana  he  laughed  a  gruff  laugh. 

Philipson  was  about  to  reply,  but  the  friar,  retain- 
ing his  charscter  of  mediator,  plucked  him  by  the 
cloak,  and  entreated  him  to  forbear.  '*You  do  not 
underetand  the  ways  of  the  place,"  said  he:  "it  is 
not  here  as  in  the  hostelries  of  England  and  France^ 
where  each  guest  calls  for  what  he  desirea  for  his  own 
use,  and  where  he  pays  for  what  he  haa  required,  and 
no  more.  Here  wo  proceed  on  a  broad  principle  of 
equality  and  fraternity.  No  one  asks  for  any  thing 
in  particular;  but  such  provisions  ss  the  host  thinks 
sufficient  are  set  down  before  all  indiscriminately; 
and  as  with  the  feast,  so  is  it  with  the  reckoning. — 
All  pay  their  proportions  alike,  without  reference  to 
the  quantity  of  wine  which  one  may  have  swallowed 
more  than  another;  and  thus  the  sick  and  infirm,  nay, 
the  female  and  the  child,  pay  the  same  as  the  hungry 
peasant  and  strolling  lanx-knockL" 

"It  seems  an  unequal  custom,"  said  Philmson: 
"but  travellere  are  not  to  judge.  So  that  when  a 
reckoning  is  called,  every  one,  I  am  to  underetand, 
pays  alike  7" 

"Such  is  the  rule,"  said  the  friar,— " excepting, 
perhaps,  some  poor  brother  of  our  own  order,  whom 
Our  Lady  and  St.  Francia  send  into  such  a  scene  as 
this,  that  good  Christians  may  bestow  their  slms 
upon  him,  and  so  make  a  step  on  their  roed  to 
Heaven." 

The  firet  words  of  this  speech  were  spoken  in  the 
open  and  independent  tone  in  which  tne  friar  had 
begun  the  oonveraation ;  the  last  sentence  died  away 
into  thft  professional  whine  of  mendicity  proper  to  the 
convent,  and  at  once  apprized  Philipson  at  what  price 
he  was  to  pay  for  the  friar's  counsel  and  mediation. 
Having  thus  explained  the  custom  of  the  country, 
good  Father  Gratian  turned  to  illustrate  it  by  his  ex- 
smple,  and,  having  no  objection  to  the  new  aervice  of 
wine  on  account  of  its  strength,  he  seemed  well  dis- 
posed to  signalize  himself  amongst  some  stout  topers, 
who,  by  drinking  deeply,  appeared  determined  to  have 
full  pennyworths  for  tneir  share  of  the  reckoning— 
The  good  wine  gradually  did  its  office,  and  even  the 
host  relaxed  his  sullen  and  erim  features,  snd  smiled 
to  see  the  kindling  flame  of  nilarity  catch  from  one  to 
another,  and  at  length  embrace  almost  all  the  nume- 
rous guests  at  the  table  d^hote,  except  a  few  who  were 
too  temperate  to  partake  demly  of  the  wine,  or  too 
fastidious  to  enter  into  the  discussions  to  which  it 
gave  rise.  On  these  the  host  cast,  from  time  to  time, 
a  sullen  and  displeased  eye. 

Philipson,  who  was  reserved  and  ailent,  loth  in 
consequence  of  his  abstinence  from  the  wine-pot,  and 
his  unwillingness  to  mix  in  conversation  with  stran- 
gers, was  looked  upon  as  a  defaulter  in  both  particu- 
lara ;  and  as  he  aroused  his  own  sluggish  nature  with 
the  fiery  wina  Menga  began  to  throw  out  obscure 
hints  about  kul-joy.  mar-company,  spoil-aport,  and 
sudi  like  epithets,  which  were  plainly  directed  against 
the  Englishman.  Philipson  repUed,  with  the  utmost 
equanimity,  that  he  was  perfectly  sensible  that  his 
spirits  did  not  at  this  moment  render  him  an  agree- 
able member  of  a  merry  company,  and  that  with  the 
leave  of  those  present,  he  would  withdraw  to  his 
sleeping  apartment,  and  wish  them  all  a  good  even- 
ins,  ana  continuance  to  their  mirth. 

But  this  very  reasonable  proposal,  as  it  might  hate 
elsewhere  seemed,  contained  in  it  treason  against  the 
laws  of  Oerman  compotation. 

"Who  are  you,"  said  John  Mengs,  who  "presume 
to  leave  the  table  before  the  reckoning  is  called  and 
settled  1  Sapperment  der  teufel !  we  are  not  men  upon 
whom  such  an  ofience  is  to  be  put  with  impunity  I— 
You  may  exhibit  your  polite  pranks  lu  RamVAlIey  jf 
you  will,  or  in  Eastcheap,  or  in  Smithfield;  but  it 
ahall  not  be  in  John  Meng^s  Gtolden  Fleece,  nor  will 
I  sufier  one  guest  to  go  to  bed  to  blink  out  of  the 
reckoning,  and  so  cheat  me  and  all  the  rest  of  my 
company."  ... 

Philipson  looked  round,  to  gather  the  sennmentsof 
the  company,  but  saw  no  encouragement  to  appeal  to 
their  judgment.     Indeed,  many  of  them  had  little 
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jndgnMDt  left  to  appeal  to,  and  those  who  paid  any 
attention  to  the  matter  at  Bli,were  soraeqaiet  old  soak* 
era,  wiio  wei^  already  be^nning  tqthinlc  of  the  reck- 
oning and  were  disnosed  to  agree  with  the  host  in  oon- 
aidenng  the  Engiian  merchant  as  a  flincher,  who  was 
chstermined  to  evade  payment  of  what  might  be  drunk 
after  he  left  the  room ;  so  that  John  Mengs  received 
the  applause  of  the  whole  company,  when  he  con- 
ciudca  his  triumphant  denunciatjon  against  Philipson. 

"Yea,  sir,  you  may  withdraw  if  you  please;  but, 
poz  element !  it  shall  not  bo  for  this  time  to  seek  for 
another  inn,  but  to  the  court-yard  shall  you  go,  and 
no  further,  there  to  make  your  bed  upon  the  stable 
Utter;  and  good  enough  for  the  man  that  will  needs 
be  the  first  to  break  up  good  company." 

**  It  is  well  said,  my  jovial  host,"  said  a  rich  trader 
from  R4itisbon;  and  here  are  some  six  of  us— more 
or  less— who  will  stand  by  you  to  maintain  the  good 
old  customs  of  Germany ;  and  the— umph— laudable 
and— and  praiseworthy  rules  of  the  Golden  Fleece." 

"Nav,  be  not  angry,  sir,"  said  Philipson;  "your- 
self and  your  three  companions,  whom  the  good  wine 
has  multiplied  into  six,  shall  have  your  own  way  of 
ordering  the  matter;  and  since  you  will  not  permit 
me  to  go  to  bed,  I  trust  that  you  will  take  no  offence 
if  I  falfasleep  in  my  chair." 

"  How  say  you?  what  think  you,  mine  bostT'  said 
the  citizen  from  Ratisbon  ;  "  may  the  gentleman,  be- 
ing drunk,  as  you  see  he  is,  since  he  cannot  tdl  that 
three  and  one  make  six— I  say,  may  he,  being  drunk, 
sleep  in  the  elbow-chair  7" 

This  question  introduced  a  contradiction  on  the 
part  of  the  host,  who  contended  that  three  and  one 
made  four,  not  six ;  and  this  again  produced  a  retort 
from  the  Ratisbon  trader.    Other  clamours  rose  at 
the  same  time,  and  were  at  length  with  difficulty 
silenced  by  the  stanzas  of  a  chonis  song  of  mirth  and 
good  fellowship,  which  the  friar,  now  become  some- 
what oblivious  of  the  rule  of  St.  Francis,  thundered 
forth  with  better  good- will  than  he  ever  song  a  can- 
ticle of  King  David.    Under  cover  of  this  tumult,  Phi- 
lipson drew  himself  a  little  aade,  and  though  he  felt  it 
impossible  to  sleep,  as  he  had  proposed,  was  yet  ena- 
bled to  escape  the  reproachful  Ranees  with  which 
John  Mengs  distinguished  all  those  who  did  not  call 
for  wine  loudly,  and  drink  it  lustil}'.    His  thoughts  I 
roamed  far  from  the  stubS  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  | 
upon  matter  very  different  from  that  which  waa  dis- 
cussed around  him,  when  his  attention  was  suddenly  ' 
recalled  by  a  loud  and  continued  knocking  on  the  i 
door  of  the  bostelrv. 

"  What  have  we  here  7"  said  John  Mengs,  his  nose 
reddening  with  verv  indignation ;  "  who  the  foul  fiend 
presses  on  the  Golden  Floorc  nt  such  an  hour,  as  if  he 
thnndered  at  the  door  of  a  bordel  7  To  the  turret  win- 
dow some  one — Geoffrey,  knave  ostler,  or  thou,  old 
Timothy,  tell  the  rash  man  there  is  no  admittance  into 
the  Golden  Fleece  save  at  timeous  hours." 

The  men  went  as  they  were  directed,  and  might  be 
beard  in  the  6tubS  vying  with  each  other  in  the  posi- 
tive denial  which  they^ve  to  the  ill-fated  guest,  who 
was  pressing  for  «fmission.  They  returned,  how- 
ever, to  inform  their  master,  that  they  were  unable  to 
overcome  the  obstinacy  of  the  stranger,  who  refused 
positively  to  depart  until  he  had  an  interview  with 
Mengs  himself. 

Wroth  was  the  Master  of  the  Golden  Fleece  at  this 
ill-omened  pertinacity,  and  his  indignation  extended, 
Itte  a  fiery  exhalation,  from  his  nose,  all  over  the  ad- 
jacent r^ons  of  his  cheeks  and  brow.  He  started 
from  his  chair,  grasped  in  his  hand  a  stout  stick, 
which  seemed  his  ordinary  aceptre  or  leading  staff  of 
command,  and  mutterins  something  concerning 
cudgels  for  the  shoulders  of  fools,  and  pitchers  of  fair 
or  foul  water  for  the  drenching  of  their  ears,  he 
marched  off  to  the  window  which  looked  into  the 
eourt,  and  left  his  gnestt  nodding,  winking^  ond 
whispering  to  each  other,  in  full  expectation  of  hear- 
ing the  active  demonstrations  of  his  wrath.  It  hap- 
paned  otherwise,  however :  for,  after  the  exchange  of 
a  few  indistinct  words,  they  were  astonished  when 
thev  heard  the  noise  of  the  unbolting  and  unbarring 
of  tne  gates  of  the  inn,  and  presently  after  the  foot- 
ttepa  of  men  upon  the  stairs ;  and  the  landlord  enter- 


ing, with  an  appearanoa  of  clmnaf 
those  aasembled  to  make  room,  for  an 
guest,  who  canm  thoogfa  kite,  to  add  to  their  i 
bers.  A  tall  dark  form  followed,  mnffled  m  a  tnval> 
ling  cloak ;  on  laying  aakk  which,  Philipeoo  at  oaar 
recognised  his  late  ielbw-trnveller,  the  fllaek  Pkisa 
of  St.  Paul's. 

There  was  in  the  cntnimstanee  itaelf  nedDBC  at  si! 
surprising,  since  it  waa  natural  that  a  landkMO,  hav- 
ever  coarse  and  insolent  tooniinary  goeats,  mightM 
show  deference  to  an  ecclesiastic,  whether  from  ais 
rank  in  the  church,  or  from  his  repotaikm  lor  aanoity. 
But  what  did  appear  surpriaing  to  Philipaon,  waa  mr 
effect  produced  oy  the  entrance  of  thia  mMPtpn  iti 
guest    He  seated  himaaUj  withoot  heaitmtion,  at  iht 
htgheat  place  of  the  board|  from  which  John 
had  dethroned  the  aforesaid  trader  of  Bariabc 
withstanding  his  zeal  for  ancient  Oerman 
his  steady   adherence   and  k>yalt|r  to  the  QoUea 
Fleece^  and  his  propensity   to  hnmrniDg  ^ablcia 
Thepnest  took  instant  and  unaerupuloos  poaaesMa 
of  his  seat  of  honour,  after  mome  negligent  icbIv  i» 
the  host's  unwonted  oonrteay;  when  it  aeemed  uiai 
the  effect  of  his  long  black  veatnienta,  in  plaoaef  At 
slashed  and  flonnced  coat  of  his  predeceaaor,  as  wdi 
as  of  the  cold  gray  eye  with  which  he  alo^rl  v  imkairf 
the  company,  in  some  degree  resembled  that  of  iht 
fabulous  Gorgon,  and  if  it  will  not  litevallf  eaaiot 
those  who  looked  upon  it  into  atone,  then  was|M 
something  petrifying  in  the  steady  unnx>'ved  glaaee 
with  which  he  seemed  to  sonrey  them,  looking aitf 
desirous  of  reading  their  very  inmoat  000!%  and  paa- 
ing  from  one  to  another,  as  if  each  opon  whom  W 
looked  in  succeaaion  was  onwortby  of  l^M^er  coa- 
sideration. 

Philipson  felt,  in  his  turn,  that  momeBtarr  eav- 
nation,  in  which,  however,  thera mingled  notningtkt! 
seemed  to  convey  recognition.  All  the  oouiapi  ni 
composure  of  the  Englwhman  oould  not  pravos  u 
unpleasant  fueling  while  under  this  nayatenooa  mas'f 
eye.  so  that  he  felt  a  relief  when  it  paaaed  fivm  l»< 
and  rested  upon  another  of  the  company  whoaseasa. 
in  turn  to  acknowledge  the  chilling  eSectaef  tk»: 
freezing  glance.  The  noise  of  intoxicated  mink  aai 
drunken  disputation,  the  clamorous  aigameat, 
the  still  more  boisterous  laugh,  which  bad 
pended  on  the  priest*s  entering  the  eaimg  - 
now,  after  one  or  two  vain  attempts  to  rea 
died  away,  as  if  the  feast  had  beat  chnni^ed  to  a ; 
ral,  and  the  jovial  guests  had  been  at  once  1 
into  the  lugubrious  mutes  who  attended  00 
lemnities.    One  little  ro!»y-faoed  man,  who  > 

K roved  to  be  a  tailor  from  Aagsbnig;  ambi .  ^_ 
aps,  of  showing  a  degree  of  courage  not  nasally  a^ 
posed  consistent  with  his  agminate  trade,  SMiit 
bold  effort ;  and  yet  it  was  with  a  timid  and  twmnimi 
voice,  that  he  called  on  the  jovial  friar  to  ranewls 
song.  But  whether  it  waa  that  he  did  not  dare  to  tea- 
tnre  on  an  uncanonical  pastime  in  presence  efsl*^ 
ther  in  orders,  or  whether  he  bad  aome  other  1 
for  decfining  the  invitatk>ii,  the  merry  e 
hung  his  head,  and  shook  it  with  auoh  an 
air  of  melancholy,  that  the  tailor  drew  bac 
had  been  detected  in  cabbaging  from  a 
robes,  or  cribbing  the  lace  of  some  cope  or  1 

In  short,  the  revel  was  hashed  into  deep  1 

so  attentive  were  the  company  to  what  ahooM 
next,  that  the  bells  of  the  village  chnrch,  atfiOL. 
first  nour  after  midnight,  made  the  gne  ita  start  at  if 
they  heard  them  rang  backwards,  to  annoiBCsM 
assault  or  conflagration.  The  Black  Piieat,  wke  hd 
taken  some  slight  and  hasty  rspaat,  which  the  hoK 
had  made  no  kind  of  objectkm  to  aopptying  faisi  siik 
seemed  to  think  the  bells,  which  announced  tks  iv 
vice  of  lands,  bemg  the  first  after  midnight,  a 
signal  for  breaking  up  the  party. 

^'  We  have  eaten,"  he  said,  '*  that  we 
life,  let  us  pray  that  we  may  be  fit  to 
which  waits  upon  life  as  smvly  as  night  _ 
the  shadow  upon  the  sunbeam,  thoo^  we 
when  or  from  whence  it  is  to  come  upon  sai 

The  companv^  as  if  mechanically,  bent  their 
vered  heads,  while  the  priest  aaid,  with  "^  *    ^ 
aolemn  voice,  a  Latin  prayer. 
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Gtod  SBft  pioteetion  throughout  the  dtf,  aod  entiMtina 
Ibr  its  fsotttinQiiiice  daring  the  witching  hours  whicE 
wwe  to  pais  ere  the  dmy  again  commenced.  The 
hearer  a  bowed  their  heads  in  token  of  aoquiesoence  in 
the  hohr  petition ;  and,  when  they  raieed  them,  the 
Black  Prieat  of  St.  Paul's  had  followed  the  host  out 
of  the  apartment,  probably  to  that  which  was  desdned 
for  bis  repose.  Bus  abseoee  was  no  sooner  perceived, 
thaa  aisna,  and  nods,  and  even  whispers,  were  ex- 
changed between  the  guests ;  but  no  one  spoke  above 
his  breath,  or  in  such  connected  manner,  as  that 
Philipaon  could  understand  any  thing  distinctly  from 
them.  He  himself  ventured  to.  ask  the  friar,  who  sat 
near  him,  obaerving  at  the  same  time  the  under- tone 
whidi  seemed  to  oe  fashionable  for  the  moment, 
whether  the  worthy  ecclesiastic  who  h.<id  left  them, 
was  not  the  Priest  of  St.  Paul's,  on  the  frontier  town 
of  La  Ferett& 

**  And  if  yon  know  it  is  he,"  said  the  friar,  with  a 
countenance  and  a  tone,  from  which  all  signs  of  in- 
toxication were  suddenly  banished,  "why  do  you  ask 
of  mel" 

"Because,"  said  the  merchant,  "I  would  willingly 
learn  the  spell  which  so  suddenly  converted  so  many 
merry  tipprers  into  men  of  sober  manners,  and  a  jovial 
company  into  a  convent  of  Carthusian  friars?" 

"  Friend,"  said  the  friar,  "  thy  discourse  savoureth 
nifffatilv  of  aakiog  after  what  thou  knoweet  right 
waL  But  I  am  no  such  silly  duck  as  to  be  taken  by 
a  deooy.  If  thou  knowest  the  Black  Priest,  thou 
canst  not  be  ignorant  of  the  terrors  which  attend  his 
piesenoe,  and  that  it  were  safer  to  pass  a  broad  jeet 
in  the  holy  House  of  Loretto  than  where  he  shows 
himaclf." 

So  saying,  and  as  if  desirotts  of  avoiding  further  dis- 
eooracL  he  withdrew  to  a  distance  from  PnilipsDn. 

At  the  same  moment  the  landlord  again  appeared, 

and,  with  more  of  the  usual  manners  of  a  publican 
lan  he  had  hitherto  exhibited,  commanded  his  waiter, 
Gtooffrey,  to  hand  round  to  the  company  a  sleeping- 
drink  or  pillow-cup  of  distilled  water^  mingled  with 
flirioea,  which  was  indeed  as  good  as  Philipson  himself 
bad  ever  tasted.  John  Mengs,  in  the  mean  while,  with 
somewhat  of  more  deference,  expressed  to  his  guests 
a  hope  that  his  entertainment  had  given  satisfaction : 
bat  this  was  in  so  careless  a  manner,  and  he  seemed 
so  conscious  of  deserving  the  affirmative  which  was 
expressed  on  all  hands,  that  it  became  obvious  there 
was  very  httle  humility  in  proposing  the  question. 
The  old  man,  Timothy,  was  in  the  mean  time  muster- 
iMthe  guests,  and  marking  with  chalk  on  the  bottom 
ofa  trencher  the  reckoning,  the  particulars  of  which 
were  indicated  by  certain  conventional  hieroglyphics, 
while  he  showed  on  another  the  division  of  the  snm 
total  amotigthe  company,  andproceeded  (o  collect  an 
egnal  ahaie  of  it  from  each.  When  the  fatal  trencher. 
in  which  each  man  paki  down  his  money,  approached 
the  Jolty  frian  hia  countenance  seemed  to  be  somewhat 
ehangod.  He  east  a  piteous  look  towards  Philipson, 
ae  the  person  from  whom  he  had  the  most  hope  of 
relief;  and  oor  merchant,  though  displeased  with  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  held  back  from  his  con- 
fideoos^  yet  not  unwilling  in  a  strange  country  to  incur 
•  little  expense^  in  the  nope  of  making  a  useful  ac- 
<|U8tntanee,  diechansed  the  mendicant's  score  as  well 
M  hia  own.  The  poor  friar  paid  his  thanks  in  many 
a  blessing  in  good  Oerraan  and  bad  Latin,  but  the 
host  cot  them  short :  for,  approaching  Philipson  with 
a  cMKHe  in  his  hand,  he  oinersd  his  own  services  to 
diow  him  when  he  mi^i  sleep,  and  even  had  the 
oondMeensiMi  to  carry  his  mail,  or  portmanteau,  with 
bis  own  landlordly  hands. 

"You  take  too  much  trooUe  mine  hoet,"  said  the 
BserehaDt,  aomewhat  sorprised  at  the  change  in  the 
naannerof  John  Menga,  who  had  hitherto  contradict- 
ed him  at  every  wordT 

**I  eanooc  tahe  too  mwsh  pams  fbr  a  guest,"  was 
tbe  lep^r,  "  whoa»  my  venerable  friend,  the  Priest 
of  St.  PaaFa  hath  eqMeially  reooramended  to  my 
iniuge* 

He  than  opened  the  door  of  a  small  bedroom  pre- 
pared for  the  oeoupation  of  a  goeet,  and  said  to  Philip- 
eoo,-— "Hers  yoo  may  rest  till  to-monow  at  what 
boor  yvtt  Will*  sad  fbr  aa  many  daya  more  as  yon  in- 


cline. The  key  will  saours  yoor  warea  against  theft 
or  pillage  of  any  kind.  I  do  not  this  for  every  one  { 
for,  if  my  guests  were  every  one  to  have  a  bed  to  him- 
self, the  next  thing  they  would  demand  might  be  a 
separate  table ;  and  then  there  would  be  an  end  of  the 
good  ohi  German  cuatoma,  and  we  should  be  as  fop- 
tsh  and  frivolous  as  our  neighbours." 

He  placed  the  portmanteau  on  the  floor,  and  seemed 
about  to  leave  toe  apartment,  when,  tummg  abont,  he 
began  a  son  of  apology  for  the  rudenesa  of  ois  former 
behaviour. 

"  I  trust  there  is  no  misunderstanding  between  ua^ 
my  worthy  guest  You  might  as  well  expect  to  se6 
one  of  our  beats  come  aloft  and  do  tricks  like  a  jacka- 
napes, as  one  of  us  stubborn  old  Glermans  play  the 
feats  of  a  French  or  an  Italian  host.  Yet  I  pray  yon 
to  note,  that  if  our  behaviour  is  rude  our  charges  are 
honest,  and  our  articles  what  they  profess  to  be.  We 
do  not  expect  to  make  Moselle  pass  for  Rhenish,  by 
dint  of  a  bow  and  a  grin,  nor  will  we  sauce  yotn-  roeaa 
with  poison,  like  the  wily  Italian,  and  call  you  all  the 
time  lUustrissimo  and  Magnifioo." 

He  seemed  in  these  words  to  have  exhausted  his 
rhetoric  for,  when  they  were  spoken,  he  turned  ab- 
ruptly and  left  the  apartment. 

Philipson  was  thus  deprived  of  another  opportunity 
to  inquire  who  or  what  this  ecclesiastic  conid  be,  that 
had  exercised  such  influence  on  all  who  approached 
him.  He  felt,  indeed,  no  desire  to  prolong  a  confiv- 
ence  with  John  Mengs,  though  he  had  laid  aaide  in 
such  a  conaiderable  degree  his  rude  and  rq;>ulsive  man- 
nere;  yet  he  longed  to  know  who  this  man  could  be^ 
who  had  power  with  a  word  to  turn  aside  the  daggers 
of  Alsatian  banditti,  habituated  as  they  were,  like  moat 
borderers,  to  robbery  and  pillaga  ana  to  change  into 
civility  the  proverbkil  rudeness  or  a  German  mkeeper. 
Such  were  the  reflections  of  Philipson,  as  he  doffed 
his  clothes  to  take  his  much-needed  repose,  after  a 
day  of  fatigue,  danger,  and  difficulty,  on  the  pallet 
afforded  by  the  hospitality  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  m  the 
Rhein-Thal. 


CHAPTER    XX. 

How  DOW,  y  Meret,  black,  and  midnight  hSfiL 
What  k'tVe  do  1  ^^ 

WUeMsi.  A  doed  without  a  namow-MiMtea. 

Wx  have  said  in  the  conclusion  of  the  last  chapter, 
that  alter  a  day  of  unwonted  fatkue  and  extraordi- 
nary excitation,  the  merchant,  Philipson  naturally 
expected  to  forget  so  many  agitating  passages  in  that 
deep  and  profound  repose,  which  is  at  once  the  con- 
sequence and  the  cure  of  extreme  exhaustion.  But 
he  was  no  sooner  laid  on  his  lowly  pallet,  than  he  felt 
that  the  bodily  machine,  over-laooured  by  so  much 
exercise,  was  little  disposed  to  the  charma  of  sleep. 
The  mind  had  been  too  much  excited,  the  body  waa 
far  too  feverish,  to  sufTer  him  to  partake  of  needfid 
raat  Hia  anxiety  about  the  aafety  of  his  son,  his 
conjectures  concerning  the  issue  of  his  mission  to  thil 
Duke  of  Borgondy,  and  a  thooaand  other  thoughta 
which  recalled  paat  events,  or  speculated  on  tnoae 
which  were  to  come,  rushed  upon  his  mind  like  the 
waves  of  a  perturbed  aea,  and  prevented  all  tendency 
to  repoae.  He  had  been  in  bed  aboot  an  hour,  and 
sleep  had  not  yet  approached  his  couch,  when  his  Mt 
that  the  pallet  on  which  he  lay  waa  sinking  below 
him,  and  that  he  waa  in  tbe  act  of  descending  aloo^ 
with  it  he  knew  not  whither.  The  aound  of  ropea 
and  pollies  was  also  distinctly  heard,  though  every 
caution  had  been  taken  to  make  them  run  smooth ; 
and  the  traveller,  bv  feeling  around  him,  became 
sensible  that  be  and  the  bed  on  which  he  lay  had 
been  spread  upon  a  large  trap-door,  which  was  capa- 
ble of  odng  let  down  into  the  vaulta  or  apartmenta 
beneath. 

Philipson  felt  fear  in  oircnraatancea  ao  well  qualified 
to  produce  it;  for  now  ooold  he  hope  a  safe  termina- 
tion to  an  adventure  whi<ih  had  begun  so  rtrangely  1 
But  his  apprehensions  were  those  of  a  brave,  ready- 
witted  man,  who,  even  in  the  extremity  of  dangpr, 
which  appeared  to  surround  him,  preserved  nis  pre- 
sence of^mind.  His  descent  seemed  to  be  cautiotimy 
managed,  and  beheld  himself  in  readiness  to  start  to 
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his  laet  and  defiMid  hiniMlf,  aa  soon  m  ha  sboold  be 
once  mora  upon  firm  ground.  Although  somewhat 
advanced  in  years,  he  was  a  man  of  great  personal 
vigour  and  activity,  and  unless  taken  at  advantage, 
which  no  doubt  was  at  present  much  to  be  8jn>re> 
hended,  he  was  likely  to  make  a  formidable  defence. 
His  plan  of  resistance,  however,  had  been  antici- 
pated. He  no  sooner  reached  the  bottom  of  the 
vault,  down  to  which  he  was  lowered,  than  two  men, 
who  had  been  waiting  there  till  the  operation  was 
completed,  laid  hands  on  him  from  either  side,  and 
forciblv  preventing  him  from  starting  up  as  be  in- 
tended, cast  a  rope  over  his  arms,  and  made  him  a 
prisoner  as  effectually  as  when  he  was  in  the  dun- 
geons of  La  Ferette.  He  was  obliged,  therefore,  to 
nmain  passive  and  unresisting,  and  await  the  termi- 
nation of  this  formidable  adventure.  Secured  as  he 
was,  he  could  only  turn  his  head  frxim  one  side  to 
the  other ;  and  it  was  with  joy  that  he  at  length  aaw 
ligfats  twinkle,  but  they  appeared  at  a  great  distance 
from  him. 

From  the  irregular  manner  in  which  these  scat- 
tared  lights  advanced,  aometimes  keeping  a  straight 
line,  aometimes  mixing  and  crossing  each  other,  it 
might  be  inferred  that  the  subterranean  vault  in 
which  they  appeared  was  of  very  considerable  extent. 
Their  number  also  increased ;  and  as  they  collected 
more  together,  Philipson  could  perceive  that  the 
lights  proceeded  from  many  torches,  borne  by  men 
muffled  in  black  cloaks,  like  mourners  at  a  funeral,  or 
the  Black  Friars  of  St.  Francis's  Order,  wearing 
their  cowls  drawn  over  their  beads,  so  as  to  conceal 
their  features.  They  appeared  anxiously  engaged  in 
measuring  off  a  portion  of  the  apartment ;  and.  while 
occupied  in  that  employment,  they  ming,  in  the  an- 
cient German  language,  rhymes  more  rude  than  Phil- 
ipson could  well  understand,  but  which  may  be 
imitated  thus. — 


ofgoodaod«Ttl, 
Brine  ttia  square,  the  liiM,  the  level,- 
Rear  the  alur,  dif  the  trench, 
Blood  both  itone  end  ditch  ehall  drench. 
Cnbita  eix.  from  end  to  end, 
Mnet  the  fktal  bench  extend,— 
Cubits  six,  from  side  to  side. 
Jndn  end  calprit  must  divide. 
On  the  east  the  Court  assembles. 
On  the  west  the  Accused  tremblea- 
Answw,  brethren.  aU  and  one, 
Is  the  ritual  rightly  done  1 

A  deep  chorus  seemed  to  reply  (o  the  question. 
Many  voices  joined  in  it,  as  well  of  persons  already 
in  the  subterranean  vault,  aa  of  others  who  as  yet 
remained  without  in  various  galleries  and  paaaagea 
which  communicated  with  it,  and  whom  Philipson 
now  presumed  to  be  very  numerous.  The  answer 
chanted  run  as  follows  :— 

On  life  and  soul,  on  blood  and  bone. 
One  for  all.  and  all  for  one. 
we  warrant  this  is  rightly  done. 

The  original  strain  was  then  renewed  in  the  same 
manner  aa  before— 


How  wean  the  night  7— Doth  moninf  shifio 
In  eariy  radiance  on  the  Rhine  1 
"   What  music  floats  upon  his  tide  1 
Oo  birds  the  tardy  morning  chide  1 
Brethren,  look  out  fkom  hill  and  height. 
And  answer  tme,  how  wears  the  night  1 

The  answer  was  returned,  though  less  loud  than  at 
nratiand  it  seemed  that  those  by  whom  the  reply  was 
given  were  at  a  much  greater  distance  than  before ; 
fst  the  words  were  distmctly  beard. 

nie  night  is  old ;  on  Rhino's  broad  breast 
Oianoe  drowsy  stars  which  long  to  reet 

No  beans  are  twinkling  in  the  east 
Thers  le  a  Tolee  upon  the  flood, 
The  stem  still  callof  Mood  for  blood  ; 

lis  tune  we  listen  the  behest 

Tile  chorus  relied  with  many  additional  voices— 

Up.  then,  ap  I  Whan  day's  at  rest 
;Tis  tame  that  snch  as  we  are  watehen. 
Rise  to  judgment  brethren,  rise  i 
»\nou 


»    -  ^    .  J^^*  not  sleepy  eyca. 
Be  and  night  are  matchen. 


The  nature  of  the  verses  soon  led  PhUipson  to  oom- 
Piraend  that  he  was  in  presence  of  the  Initiated,  or 
ine  Wise  Men;  names  which  were  applied  to  the 


celebrated  Judffsa  of  the  Secret  IMwDal, 

tinued  at  that  period  to  aubaist  in  Ssabia, 

and  other  diatricts  of  the  east  of  Ocnaany, 
was  called,  perhaps  from  the  fiigfatfiil  and  n 
occurrence  ox  ezeentions  by  command  of  tboae  i 
ible  judgea,  the  Red  Land.  Phitipaoa  had 
heard  that  the  aeat  of  a  Free  Coant,  tn  chief  ef  the 
Secret  Tribunal,  waa  secretly  inatitnted  even  on  iW 
left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  that  it  matntaiiwd  ndf 
in  Alaace,  with  the  uaual  teoadty  of  thoae  aeeni 
aocietiea,  though  Duke  Charlea  of  Bnivmdy  hai 
expreesed  a  desire  to  discover  and  disoooiacs  its  iofls* 
ence  so  far  as  waa  poaaibie,  withoat  ezpoaiag  kiB* 
aelf  to  danfl^  from  the  thousands  of  pomarda  which 
that  mystenous  tribunal  could  put  in  activity 
his  own  life;— an  awfiil  meana  of  deieiM 
for  a  long  time  rendered  it  extremely  has 
the  sovereigns  of  Germany,  and  even  the 
themaelvea,  to  put  down  by  authority  dioae 
aasociations. 
So  soon  aa  this  explanation  flaahed  <mi  the 


aboS 


of  Philipson.  it  gave  some  clew  to  the  character  sod 
condition  or  the  Black  Piieat  of  St.  Paura.  Sb> 
posing  him  to  be  a  president,  or  chief  oflloal  of  m 
secret  association,  there  waa  little  woodar  that  hs 
ahould  confide  ao  much  in  the  inviolabiliiy  ol  hm 
terrible  office,  aa  to  propose  vindicafins  the  ei 
of  De  Hagenbach ;  that  hia  preacnee  sftioiild 
Bartholomew,  whom  he  had  power  to  bai 
and  executed  upon  the  apot ;  and  that  hia 
pearence  at  supper  on  the  preceding  evming 
have  appalled  the  gueata ;  for  thoogh  ev«n 
about  the  institution,  its  proceedings  and  its  ol 
was  preserved  in  as  much  obscunty  aa  ia  now 
tised  in  free-maaonry,  yet  the  aecret  waa  not  so ; 
lutely  well  kept  as  to  prevent  certain  indrridoakfiaai 
being  guessed  or  hinted  at  as  man  initialed  and  is- 
truatea  with  high  authority  bv  the  Tehme-gaicht,  «r 
tribunal  of  the  bounds.  When  each  auspicioa  at- 
tached to  an  individual,  his  secret  power,  and  sap* 
posed  acquaintance  with  all  guilt,  newever  aacnf. 
which  was  committed  within  tneaocietv  in  whichke 
was  converaant,  made  him  at  onoe  tna  dread  aai 
hatred  of  every  one  who  looked  on  him ;  and  he 
enjoyed  a  high  degree  of  personal  reapset^  oo  ^ 
same  terms  on  which  it  would  have  bem  yiaidtd  is 
a  powerful  enchanter,  or  a  dreaded  flsme.  In 
versing  with  such  a  peraon,  it  waa  eapeoallj 
sary  to  abstain  from  all  queationa  aUoiting,  £_ 
remotely,  to  the  office  wnich  he  ban  in  the 
Tribunal ;  and,  indeed,  to  testify  the  least  et 
upon  a  subject  so  solemn  and  myateriott%  was 
occaaton  some  misfortune  to  the  inqniaitive  pi 

All  these  things  ni^ed  at  ouoe  upon  the 

the  Englishman,  who  felt  that  he  had  Callen  mm  ihi 
handa  of  an  unsparing  tribunal,  whoae  prea 
were.so  much  dreaded  oy  thoae  who  msiiliMl 

the  circle  of  their  power,  that  the  friendlaas  si 

must  stand  a  poor  chance  of  receiving  Jostioe  at 
handa,  whatever  might  be  hia  nonarionanw  €i\ 

oence.  While  PhiUpson  made  t{iia  melaiiclioly  r 

tion,  he  reaolved,  at  the  eame  time  not  to  finaake  bis 
own  cause,  but  defend  himself  as  he  beat  aai^t ;  caa> 
scious  as  he  waa  that  theae  terrible  and  imapoMbb 
judgea  were  nevertheleaa  governed  by  certain  nteef 
right  and  wrong,  «vbich formed  a  check  on  thai 
oftheir  extraorainary  code. 
.  He  lay,  therefore,  deviaing  the  beat  ■*»* 
mg  the  present  danger,  while  tLe  peraona  whoa  ht 
beheld  glimmered  before  him,  leaa  like  dis^^  aai 
mdividual  forms,  than  like  the  phantonaa  of  a  imm, 
or  the  phantasmagoria  with  which  a  diae^  ef  the 
optic  nerves  has  been  known  to  paqpla  a  sick  man's 
chamber.  At  length  they  aaaamUed  in  the  caBire«f 
the  apttrtinent  where  tb^  had  first  appeaierf  -^ 
aeemed  to  arrange  themaelvea  into  iarm  and 
A  great  number  of  black  torchea  were  i 
U^ted,  and  the  acene  became  diatinetly  viaMs.  ia 
the  centre  of  the  halL  PhilqMon  could  now 
one  of  the  altan  which  are  aometimea  to  be 
ancient  subterranean  chapela.  Bnt  we  maL.  _ 
in  order  briefly  to  deacribeb  not  the  appeaianee  oali; 
but  the  nature  and  constitution,  of  thu  tenibls 

Behind  the  altar,  which  anwiiud  to  be  the  i 
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ra  bent,  then  wsn  ploosd 

covered  wiihbUckdath. 

M  occupied  by  a  numbir  of  penoiu,  who 
uembled  aa  judgei;  bui  thou  wbo  held  ibe 
i. — k K, —J  appeared  of  •  rank 


Tahngk  M  dtftod  lU  doeUuNa  and  inaUtnnoiM 

jit  blber  BDd  molbeT,  biotber  and  natar,  wife 

■nd  childnnt  aaainai  fire,  w— "   — ■■    — '   -■-- 
all  tbal  Ibg  aua  cDligl 


ir  whatever  tilte  ibey  miKlil  bear,  n 


and  wontay  Burghers. 


lalheo 


J  -„e,  altbouflh  i..  , 

vids  anumof  aapioDasa-andthelyrennicnl  a  , 
tioa  of  Ibrce  which  aetad  upun  it,  was  yei,  (lo  rudi 
were  tba  ideas  of  eolbrcinK  public  laHr.)  accounied  li 
confer  a  privilege  on  ihe  couniry  m  which  a  was  re 
c«vad,  and  only  freemen  were  allowed  lu  eiperieno 
iU  innueace.  Serfe  and  peasaala  could  ueiiher  hiiv< 
a  place  among  the  Free  Judgee,  iheir  aaeesBorB,  o 

idea  of  trying  tbe  culprit  by  t 


,_.  atanding  I .     -_     

wore  mwed.  looked  prepared 

mandt.  These  wen  members  of  iba  order,  though 
Do(  of  the  higheal  ranks.  Schceppen  is  tbe  name 
Bonerally  assigned  to  iheoi,  elgnifying  oSciila,  or 
•ergeanu  of  the  Vehmique  court,  wbose  doom  they 
■lood  awom  to  enforce^  tnrough  good  report  and  bad 
report,  Bgainat  their  own  oearesl  and  most  beloved, 
aa  wdi  ssiti  cases  of  ordinary  malefectora. 

The  Schi^ipan,  or  Scabini,  as  they  were  termed  in 
Latin,  had  another  honitile  duty  to  perform,  that, 
aamely,  ofdenounciii^  to  the  tribunal  whatever  came 
under  their  obaervsuon,  that  might  be  construed  se 
■n  ollence  btling  under  its  eosni2ance ;  or,  in  their 
laneuage,  a  crime  against  the  Vehme.  Thisduty  — 
lended  to  the  judges  as  wel[  *»  the  aaaiatants,  i 
waa  ir  be  diacEaiged  wilboul  napect  of  persone ;  _ . 
(hat,  to  know,  and  wilfully  conceal,  the  guilt  of  a  mo- 
ibcT  or  brolber,  inferred,  on  the  pari  of  the  unfaithful 
official,  the  same  penalty  as  if  ho  himself  had  com- 
niitted  the  crime  which  his  ailence  screened  from 
punishment.^  Suoh^an  insUtution  couU  only 


asainsl  all  that  tbe  sua  entiahtenai  ^ninstall  that 
the  dew  moialena  t  against  bH  created  ihini^  of  hea- 
ven and  earth,  er  the  wilera  mtder  iba  earth ;  and 
1  sweat  to  give  inlbrmaiion  to  this  holy  joditatiire,  t^ 
all  thatlknowto  be  tmat  or  bear  repeated  by  credible 
my,  which,  bv  the  rules  of  the  Holy  Vehme,  is 
ng  of  animadversion  or  punishment)  and  that 
-It  ckMk,  cover,  or  Conceal,  such  my  knowledge, 

for  love,  fHendAip.  or  iamily  sflectian,  nor 

for  gold,  silver,  or  preciouB  stonea  i  neiiher  will  I  aa- 
. :... k   .,  „  „^jf  J,g  ^B„,„„  of  this 

pe,  or  aidinv  and  anpplying  him 
ns  10  that  efreclj  oilier  wiU  1 
ith  fire,  clothes,  fbod,  or  ahelier, 
ould  require  frum  nJe  a  cup  ot 


cognized,  d*. 

bia  oath,  of  the  cli 
before  them. 


^  .__  „_..  .     )  puniabment,  il  required  all  the  m 

Huence  and  aulboiity  of  aucb  a  eonfederacy.    In  ni 
-      ■'  le  eiposed  to  every  apeoea  o 

prived  of  every  ordinary  mod. 

M  or  redress,  could  aucb  a  systen 

■'■    ■■ "-gl  tab  mar. 


feudal  lyranoy,  and  depi 

of  oblsming  juaiica  or  redress, 

have  taken  root  and  flourished. 

We  mual  now  return  to  the  bra 
who,  though  feeling  all  the  danger  __  --.— 
Itom  BO  tramendous  a  tribunal,  maintained  oi 
leas  a  dignified  and  unaltered  composure. 

The  meeting  being  assemhled,^a  coil  of  ropes,  aM 
a  naked  sword,  the  well-known  signals  and  emhlemi 
of  Vdimique  autborily.  were  depoailedon  iheaUari 
where  the  sword,  from  lU  being  oaualty  atraigbt, 
with  a  ctoas  handle,  waa  conndersd  as  repieaenting 
the  blessed  emblem  of  Christian  Redemption,  and,  the 
cord  as  indicating  the  tight  of  criminal  jursdiclion, 
and  capital  punishment.  Then  tbe  President  of  the 
meeting,  who  occupied  the  centre  seat  on  tbe  fore- 
most bench,  arose,  and  laying  bia  band  on  Ihe  syin- 
bola,  pronounced  aloud  the  formula  expressive  of  the 
duty  of  the  tribunal,  which  all  the  infenor  judtoa  and 
asaietanla  repeated  after  him,  in  deep  and  hollow 

""'""'""irbylheHDlyTrini 


a  the  1 


Bsilbym 


.f  winter:  And  fu^W 
/  ,fa"thfully,  a"™"'"""" 


vow  ami  prom  iae 


len  this  oath  of  office  had  been  tsksn,  Ihe  Prs- 
1  addressing  tbe  aiaembly,  sa  men  wbo  judge  in 
aecret  and  puniah  in  aecrat,  like  the  Deity,  desired 
them  to  say,  whvtbis  "cbild  of  the  cord"*  lay  before 
them,  hound  and  helpless.  An  individual  rose  from 
the  more  temote  beneD,  aiul  in  ■  voice  which,  though 


DT  ptisotter,  who  lay 


vard  the  priaone 


it  his  power 


aa  ia  tbe  order  0^  onr  aeert 
t  with  such  severity  as  mayinlemipl  hi 
„  the  proceedinga  uf  the  tribunal,  or  limi 
of  heoriw  and  replying." 

Six  of  the  aesistaDts  immediately  drsgs.- 

the  pallet  and  platform  of  boards  on  which  Pfailipsan 
lay,  and  advanced  it  towards  the  foot  of  the  altar. 
Tnn  done,  each  unsbeilbad  bis  dsKer,  while  (wo  of 
them  unloosed  the  corda  by  wbicb  ibe  merchant's 
harid'a  wen  secured,  and  iKlmoni^ed  him  in  a  whis- 
psr,  that  the  alighteal  sitempt  to  resist  or  escape, 
vrauU  be  Uie  aiErsI  to  stab  him  dead. 

"Arise!"  sa^  lbs  President ;  "listen  to  the  chaige 
to  be  preferred  agsinal  you,  and  believe  you  shall  in 
us  Bi>d  judges  equally  joM  and  inflexible.' 
Phitipaon,  carefully  avoiding  any  gesture  which 
light  indicate  a  desire  to  escape,  raiaed  his  body  on 
.je  lower  part  of  thit  couch,  snd  remained  eested, 
clothed  as  he  was  in  his  under-vesi  and  co/mm*,  or 
drawers,  ao  as  eiaclly  to  face  Ihe  muffled  Pree«lent 
of  tbe  terrible  court.  Even  in  these  aailatiiw  circum- 
stances, tbe  mind  of  the  undaunted  Englishman  re- 
mained unshsken,  and  his  avelid  did  not  qmver,  nor 
hie  heart  beat  quicker,  tbongb  he  sasmed,  aeeordint 
to  the  enreesion  of  Scttpniie,  to  be  a  piunra  in  the 
TsUsy  ot  the  Shadow  of  Death,  beset  by  numsrow 
snares,  and  encompassed  by  total  darkness,  wboa 

li^l  was '-  -'^- 

T-hePn 


"John  Pbihpson,    waa  the  reply;      by  birth  sn 

inalisbman,  by  profeaaon  a  merchant. 

Have  you  ever  borne  any  other  name,  and  pruss- 
'm\  T'  demanded  the  Judge.       ,  ,         ,     , 

"  I  have  been  a  eoldier,  and,  like  most  others,  had 
e  by  which  1  w      ' 


"  What 


I  I  reaigned  my  sword,  snd  1 
be  known  by  it.  Moreover,  I 
have  weightand 


0  the 


I  laid 

do  not  desire  aoai 

authority,"  snaweretlTb'a  Englishman. 

"Know  you  before  whom  you  standi"  connniisd 
iheJudfte.  ,.  ,    1.  u     . 

"  I  msy  at  lasst  guess.'   replied  the  merchant. 

"Tell  your  guess,  then,    continued  the  m 
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Rtor.    "  Say  who  m  are,  aod  wherefore  are  sroa 
fore  OS?" 

**  I  believe  that  I  am  before  the  Unknown,  or  Secret 
Tribunal,  which  is  called  Vehme-gericht.'* 

"  Then  are  you  aware,"  answered  the  Jodoe^  *  that 
yoa  would  be  safer  if  you  were  euapendea  by  the 
naif  over  the  Ab^ree  of  Schaffhaueen.  or  if  you  lav 
bebw  an  axe,  which  a  thread  of  ailk  alone  kept  back 
Irom  the  fall.  What  have  yoo  done  to  deserve  each  a 
late?" 

*'  Let  those  reply  by  whom  I  am  snfa^ected  to  it," 
answered  Philipson,  with  the  same  oomposare  as  be- 
fore* o 

"  Speak«  accuser  V*  said  the  President,  **  to  the  four 
qoarten  of  Heaven !— To  the  eara  of  the  free  judges 
of  this  tribunal,  and  the  feithful  ezecotore  of  their 
doom  !'And  to  the  face  of  the  child  of  the  cord,  who 
denies  or  conceals  his  guilt,  make  good  the  substance 
of  thine  accusation  I" 

"  Moat  dreaded,"  answered  the  accuaer,  addreasing 
the  President,  "this  man  hath  entered  the  Sacred 
Territory,  which  ia  called  the  Red  Land,— a  atranger 
under  a  disguiaed  name  and  profinaion.  When  ne 
was  vet  on  the  esstem  side  oi  the  Alps,  at  Turin,  in 
Lomnaidv,  and  elaewhere,  he  at  various  timea  apoke 
of  the  Holy  Tribunal  in  terms  of  hatted  and  contempt, 
and  declared  that  were  he  Duke  of  Bomndv,  ne 
would  not  permit  it  to  extend  itself  from  Westpnalia, 
or  Sttsbia^  into  hia  dominiona.  Alao  I  charge  him, 
that,  nourishing  thia  malevolent  intention  against  the 
Holv  Tribunal,  he  who  now  appeara  before  the  bench 
as  child  of  the  coid,  has  intimated  his  intention  to 
wait  upon  the  eourt  of  the  Duke  of  Bumundy,  and 
use  hia  iuAuMice  with  him,  which  he  boasts  will 
prove  efiectnal  to  stir  him  v^  to  prohibit  the  meetings 
of  the  holy  Vebme  in  his  dominions,  and  to  inflict  on 
their  ofllcers,  and  the  ezecnton  of  their  mandates, 
the  pwiiehoient  due  to  robben  and  aeaassins." 

"  This  is  a  heavv  charge,  brother  f  aaid  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  aaaembly,  when  the  accuser  ceased  speak- 
ing—" How  do  you  purpoae  to  make  it  goodT' 

According  to  the  tenor  of  those  secret  statutes, 
the  perusal  or  which  ia  prohibited  to  all  but  the  ini- 
tiated," anawered  the  accuaer. 

"It  ia  well,"  said  the  Piesii^t;  "but  I  ask  thee 
once  more;  What  are  thoae  meana  of  proof  7— You 
apeak  to  holy  and  to  initiated  eara." 

"I  will  prove  my  charge,"  aaid  the  accuser,  "by 
the  confession  of  the  party  faimael^  and  by  my  own 
oath  upon  the  holy  emblema  of  the  Sacred  Judgment 
—that  is,  the  ateel  and  the  cord." 

"  It  ia  a  legitimate  oflfer  of  proof,"  aaid  a  member 
of  the  ariatocratic  branch  of  the  aasembly;  "and  it 
much  concerns  the  aafoty  of  the  system  to  which  we 
anboaodbvsuch  deepoaths,asasyBtem  handed  down 
to  us  from  the  most  Christian  and  hdv  Roman  Empe- 
ror,Cbailemagne,lor  the  converaionof  the  heathen  Sa- 
ra49ena,  and  punishing  such  of  them  aa  revolted  i^^in 
to  their  Pagan  practices,  that  such  criminals  should 
be  looked  to.  This  Duke  Chariea  of  Burgundy  hath 
already  crowded  his  army  with  foreignera^  whom  he 
oan  easily  employ  afpainst  thia  Sacred  Court,  more 
sapecially  with  English,  a  fierce,  insular  people  wed- 
ded to  their  own  usages,  snd  hating  those  of  every 
other  natioiL  It  is  not  unknown  to  us,  that  ths  Duke 
biih  already  eaoouraHsd  opposition  to  the  oAcials  of 
the  Tribunal  in  more  than  one  part  of  his  Gerhian 
dominions  i  and  that  in  conaeqoence,  instead  of  sub- 
mitting to  their  doom  with  reverent  resignation,  chil- 
teu  of  the.cord  have  been  found  bold  enough  to  reaiat 
the  ezecutionera  of  the  Vebme,  strikii^  wounding, 
and  even  elajring  those  who  have  receivisd  coounis- 
sion  to  put  them  to  death.    This  contumscy  must  be 

Kt  an  end  to ;  and  if  the  accused  shall  be  proved  to 
one  of  those  by  whom  auch  doctrinea  are  har- 
bpored  and  inculcated,  I  say  let  the  ateel  and  cord  do 
their  wotk  on  him." 

A  general  murmur  seemed  to  approve  what  the 
speaker  had  said :  for  all  were  conscious  that  the 
power  of  the  Tribunal  depended  much  more  on  the 
opinion  of  ita  being  deeply  and  firmly  rooted  in  the 
general  system,  then  upon  any  regard  or  esteem  for 
an  uiatitution,  of  which  all  felt  the  severity.  It  fol- 
lowed, that  those  of  the  memben  who  e^ioyed  ooa* 


sequence  by  means  of  their  staaon  mtheiaiAsrf^ 
Vehme,  sSw  the  necesaity  of  aapportinc  its  tmnkr 
occasional  examples  of  severe  punishoaeot ;  and  noos 
could  be  more  readily  sacrificed, , than ^  an  ann»^ 
aod  wandering  foreigner.  AD  this  rashed  opon  ra- 
lipaon's  mind,  out  did  not  prevent  his  making  a  ateadr 
iraly  to  the  accuaation.  .     .  . 

^'  Gendemen,"  he  said,  ''good  citizetB, 
or  by  whatever  othername  you  please  to  be  , 
know,  that  in  my  former  days  I  have  stoodmasgrast 
peril  as  now,  and  have  never  turned  my  heel  lo  aaw 
my  life.    Coide  and  dagms  arc  not  ealoftated  ij 
strike  terror  into  those  who  nave  seen  swords  aai 
lances.    My  answer  to  the  aecuaation  ».  <hat la 
an  Engliahman,  one  of  a  nation  acaistorned  to  pad 
and  to  receive  open-handed  and  eqoml  jnsPce  dealt 
forth  in'  the  broad  light  of  dav.     I  am^^noweTsr.  s 
traveller,  who  knows  that  he  has  no  ng|it  <o  oppoK 
the  rulea  and  la  we  of  other  nationa,  beicairw*  they  da 
not  reaemble  those  of  his  own.    Bat  this  cantioa  caa 
only  be  called  for  in  land&  where  the  srston  aboai 
which  we  converse  is  in  full  force  and  operatMML   ff 
we  speak  of  the  institutions  of  Germany,  beiK  al  the 
time  in  Prance  or  Spain,  we  may  witboat  ontuce  » 
the  country  in  which  they  are  corrent,  cfispixte  c»- 
ceraing  them,  as  students  debste  upon  a  lofpcai  thesi 
in  a  uiuvcrsity.    The  accuser  objects  to  me,  '"M* 
Turin,  or  elsewhere  in  the  norm  of  Italy,  I  fpokf 
with  censure  of  the  institution  under  «rhi<^  I  am  vom 
judged.    I  will  not  deny  that  I  remember  somechp; 
of  the  kind ;  but  it  was  m  consequence  of  the  qneiaoe 
being  in  a  manner  foreed  upon  me  by  two  igaesta,  wia 
whom  I  chanced  to  find  rayaelf  st  table.     I  was  oiaa 
and  earnestly  solicited  for  an  opinion  ere  I  save  one. 

"And  was  that  opinion,"  said  tbepressdins  -laef^ 
"favourable  or  otherwiae  to  the  Holy  and  Secrr 
Vehme- gericht  1  Let  truth  rule  yoor  tonsne — icbbcd- 
ber.  life  is  ahort,  judgment  is  eternal?" 

*'  I  would  not  save  my  life  at  the  ejmeiiac  of  a  &!«• 
hood.  My  opinion  was  unfiavourame:  mnd  I  ex- 
pressed mysen  thus  :—No  laws  or  judicial  inutawfinff 
can  be  just  or  commendable,  which  exist  and  opemc 
by  means  of  a  secret  combination.  I  said,  tbat  jaAa 
could  only  live  and  exist  in  the  open  air,  and  ^ 
when  she  ceased  to  be  public,  she  d«saier«ted  ato 
revenge  aod  hatred.  I  mid,  that  a  systein^  of  wtiri 
your  own  jurists  have  aaid,  nan  prater  a  /ralre,  asi 
ho»pea  a  ho9pitt^  tuttUj  was  too  much  adverse  fa)  ik 
lawaof  nature  to  be  connected  with  or  repxiatedki 
those  of  religion." 

These  words  were  scsroely  uttered,  when  thov 
buret  a  murmur  fiom  the  Judfpea  highly  nnlkvoiinfafe 
to  the  prisoner,—"  He  blamhemes  the  Holy  TehiM 
—Let  hta  mouth  be  closed  for  ever  f 

"Hear  me,"  said  the  Engliahman,  "as  yoa  «i& 
one  day  wish  to  be  yourselves  heard  1  1  say  aoch  wm 
my  sendments,  and  so  I  expressed  tbem— I  aar  sIsol 
I  had  a  right  to  express  these  opinions,  wtieths 
aound  or  erroneous,  in  a  neutral  country,  where  (ta 
Tribunal  neither  did,  nor  could,  claim  any  jcr^sd<r- 
tion.  My  sentiments  are  still  the  samcL  1  wkL 
avow  them  if  that  aword  were  at  my  bosom,  or  dut 
cord  around  my  throat  But  I  deny  that  I  havecier 
spoken  agaiuBt  the  institutions  of  your  Tehne,  is  s 
country  where  it  had  ita  course  as  a  national  mode  elf 
justice.  Far  more  strongly,  if  possible,  do  I  deeosas 
the  absurdity  of  the  falsehood,  which  leprescnis  bc 
a  wandering  foreigner,  as  oommisaioi»ed  to  tiaAc 
with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  about  such  higb  mstsom 
or  to  form  a  conspiracy  lor  the  destraction  of  a  sf»> 
tem,  to  which  eo  many  seem  warmly  attached.  I 
never  aaid  such  a  thing,  and  I  never  thomdit  it.*' 

"Accuaer,"  said  the  presiding  JudseT^hoD  ka5t 
heard  the  accuaed— What  is  thy  reply  T" 

"  The  firet  part  of  the  chat7^''^8aid  the  accuao. 
"he  hath  confessed  u  this  high  preeenoe,  naracY 
that  hia  foul  tongue  hath  basely  slandered  oer  Mr 
mysteries;  for  which  he  deserrea  that  it  shooM  br 
torn  out  of  his  throat.  I  niyself,  on  my  oath  of  o^fiet 
will  aver,  aa  uae  aod  law  la,  that  the  rest  of  the  accc- 
sation,  namely,  that  which  taxes  hifti  as  hariM 
entered  into  machmations  for  tlie  deetxucckm  of  tk 
yehmique  institotiona,  are  as  true  ns  those  whirh  fe 
hss  found  himaclf  unable  to  deny." 
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In  justice,"  aaid  the  fingliabmen,  "  the  accuse- 
on,  if  not  made  good  by  aatisfoctory  proof,  ought  to 
a  l«rt  to  the  oath  of  the  party  accuaed,  inateed  of  per^ 
uttinA  the  accoaer  to  eatabuab  by  bia  own  deposition 
&e  defects  in  bia  own  charge>" 
."  Stranger,*'  replied  the  presiding  Judge,  "we  per- 
il! to  thy  Ignorance  a  longer  and  more  full  defence 
lan  oonnsts  with  our  uaoal  forma.  Know,  that  the 
Bbi  of  aitting  amppg  these  venenble  judges  confers 
«  toe  person  of  bun  who  enjosra  it  a  aacredness  of 
lurmcter,  which  ordinary  men  cannot  attain  to.  The 
itn  of  one  of  the  initiated  must  counterbalance  the 
lost  solemn  asseveration  of  every  one  that  is  not 
aquainted  with  our  holy  aecreta.  In  the  Vehmique 
>iirt  aU  must  be  Vehmiqne.  The  averment  of  the 
•Ripeiori,  be  being  uninitiated,  would  not  have  so 
Mch  weight  in  our  counsels  as  that  of  one  of  the 
leaoest  of  these  offidala.  The  affirmation  of  the 
?jcuaer  can  only  be  rebutted  by  the  oath  of  a  member 
f  the  same  tribunal,  being  of  superior  rank." 

"  Then.  God  be  gracious  to  mk  for  I  have  no  truat 
ave  in  Heaven  P^aaid  the  En^ishman,  in  aolemn 
coents.  "  Yet  I  will  not  fall  without  an  eSort,  I 
all  upon  thee  thyaelf,  dark  spiri^  who  presidest  in 
Ilia  most  deadly  assembly— I  call  uoon  thyself,  to 
eclare  on  thy  faith  and  honour,  whether  thou  hoid- 
st  me  guilty  of  what  is  thus  boldly  averred  by  this 
ilae  cfluumniator— I  call  upon  thee  by  thy  sacred 
haraoter— by  the  name  of" 

"  Hold  f '  replied  the  presiding  Judge.  "  The  name 
f  which  we  are  known  in  open  air  muat  not  be  pro- 
MXinced  in  this  subterranean  judgment-seat." 

He  then  proceeded  to  address  the  prisoner  and  the 
ssombly. — "  I,  being  'called  on  in  evidence,  declare 
hat  the  chaijje  agjainst  thee  is  so  &r  true  as  it  is 
cknowledgea  by  thyself,  namely,  that  thou  hast  in 
ther  lands  than  the  Red  Soil,*  noken  lightly  of  this 
lolv  institution  of  justice.  But  I  believe  in  my  soul 
na  will  besr  witness  on  my  honour,  that  the  rest  of 
he  aecosation  is  incrediblo  and  felse.  And  this  I 
wear,  holding  my  hand  on  the  dagger  and  the  cord. 
-What  is  your  judgment,  my  brethren,  upon  the  case 
rhich  you  have  investigated  7" 

Ar  member  of  the  first-seated  and  hifl;hest  class 
mongst  the  judgea  muffled  like  the  rest,  out  the  tone 
if  whose  voice,  and  the  stoop  of  whose  person,  an- 
KMmced  him  to  be  more  advanced  in  years  than  the 
tther  two  who  had  before  spoken,  arose  with  diffi- 
ulty,  and  ssid  with  a  tremblmg  voice,— - 

"The  child  of  the  cord  who  is  before  us,  has  been 
onvicted  of  folly  and  rashness  in  slandering  our  holy 
nstttction.  But  he  spoke  his  folly  to  eara  which  had 
lever  heard  our  sacred  laws— He  has.  therefore,  been 
lequitted  by  irrefragable  testimony,  or  combining  for 
be  impotent  purpose  of  undermining  our  power,  or 
tirrinfc  up  pnnces  against  our  holv  association,  for 
vhicfa  death  were  too  light  a  pumshment— He  bath 
«en  foolish,  then,  but  not  criminal:  and  as  the  holy 
Kws  of  ths  Vehme  bear  no  penalty  save  that  of 
leath.  I  propose  for  judf^ment  that  the  child  of  the 
ord  be  restored  without  mjury  to  society,  and  to  the 
ipper  world,  having  been  first  duly  admonished  of 
us  errors." 

**  Child  of  the  cord,"  said  the  presiding  Jodge, 
'thou  hast  heard  thy  sentence  of  aoauittal.  Rut,  a^ 
bott  desirest  to  sleep  in  an  unbloooy  grave,  let  *4ne 
vam  thee,  that  the  secrets  of  this  night  shall  remain 
vith  thee,  as  a  secret  not  to  be  communicated  to 
ather  nor  mother,  to  spouse,  son,  or  daughter;  nei- 
her  to  be  spoken  aloud  nor  whispered  i  to  be  told  in 
vords  or  written  in  charactera;  to  bo  carved  or  to 
«  painted,  or  to  be  otherwise  communicated,  either 
lirectly,  or  by  parable  and  emblem.  Obey  this  oehest, 
Lod  thy  life  is  in  surety.  Let  thy  heart  then  rejoice 
vithin  thee,  but  let  it  rejoice  with  trembling.  Never 
nora  let  thy  vanity  persuade  thee  thcit  thou  art  secure 
rom  the  servants  and  Jndgea  of  the  Holy  Vehme. 
rhouffh  a  thousand  leaguea  lie  b'itween  thee  and  the 

•  Thepwia  of  Otfrmanr  wluocted  to  the  opontion  of  the 
licrat  TribDoal,  won  called,  fhina  th«e  blood  which  it  spilt,  or 
torn  MmM  other  rMwoD.  (Mr.  Pa'jrmve  miffetti  the  croond 
bietvra  of  the  •neumt  banaer  of  the  divtnot)  Uie  Red  Soil, 
reetphalia,  aa  the  hmite  of  that  oountrr  were  undentood  io 
he  middle  sfee.  which  aie  ooneiderably  dilftreot  ttmn  the  pro- 

— \,  wae  the  priDcir«i  theatre  of  the  Vehme. 
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Red  Land,  and  thou  speakest  in  that  where  our  power 
is  not  known ;  though  thou  shouldst  be  sheltered  by 
thy  native  island,  and  defended  by  thy  kindred  ocean, 
yet,  even  there,  1  warn  thee  to  cross  thyaelf  when 
thou  doat  ao  mpch  as  think  of  the  Holy  and  Invisible 
Tribunal,  and  to  retain  thy  though ta  within  thine 
own  bosom ;  for  the  Avenger  may  be  beside  thee,  and 
thou  mayat  die  io  thy  folly.  Go  hence,  be  wiae,  and 
let  the  fear  of  the  Holy  Vehme  never  paaa  from  before 
thine  evea." 

At  the  concluding  worda^  all  the  lights  were  at 
once  extinguiahed  with  a  hissing  noise.  PhiliiMon 
felt  once  more  the  gnep  of  the  handa  of  the  ofiiciala, 
to  which  he  resigned  himself  as  the  safest  course. 
He  was  gently  prostrated  on  bia  pallet-bed,  and  trans- 
ported back  to  the  place  from  which  he  had  been 
advanced  to  the  foot  of  the  altar.  The  cordage  was 
again  applied  to  the  platferm,  and  Philipaon  waa  aen 
aible  that  his  couch  rose  with  him  for  a  few  moments, 
until  a  slight  shock  appriaed  him  that  he  waa  again 
brought  to  a  level  with  the  floor  of  the  chamber  in 
which  he  had  been  lodged  on  the  preceding  night,  or 
rather  morning.  He  pondered  over  the  events  that 
had  passed,  in  which  oe  was  sensible  that  he  owed 
Heaven  thanks  for  a  great  deliverance.  Fatigue  at 
length  prevailed  over  anxiety,  and  he  fell  into  a  deep 
and  profound  aleep,  from  which  he  waa  only  awak- 
ened by  returning  light.  He  resolved  on  an  inatant 
departuro  from  ao  dangeroua  a  apot,  and  without  eas- 
ing any  one  of  the  household  but  the  old  ostler,  pur- 
sued his  Journey  to  Strasbuxg,  and  reaohed  that  city 
without  nrther  accident,    - 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

Awajr  with  theee  l-Trae  Witdom'a  world  will  be 
Within  iti  own  creation,  or  io  thine, 
Maternal  Nature  i  for  who  teemi  like  thee 
ThM  on  the  banki  of  thy  najevtie  Rhine  1 

a  work  di 


There  Harold  mm  on  a  work  dirine, 
A  blending  of  all  beautiea,  etreanui,  and  dell*— 
Fruit,  foliage,  eras,  wood,  cornttold,  mountain  rine. 
And  cliieftoM  eaatlea  breathinf  stem  ftrewelli. 
Prom  gray  bat  leafy  walU.  wher^  ruin  greenly  dwell*. 

CMUe  HanM'9  PUgrimagt,  C^ntt  lU. 

Whbn  Arthur  Philipson  left  his  father,  to  go  on 
board  the  bark  which  waa  to  waft  him  acroas  the 
Rhine,  he  took  but  few  precautiona  for  his  own  sub- 
sistence, during  a  separation  of  which  he  calculated 
the  duration,  to  oe  very  brief.    Some  necessary  change 
of  raiment,  and  a  very  few  piecea  of  gold,  were  all 
which  ho  thought  it  needful  to  withdraw  from  the 
general  stock ;  the  rest  of  the  baggage  and  monev  he 
left  with  the  sumpter-horse,  which  he  conclodea  his 
father  might  need,  in  order,  to  austain  hia  character 
as  an  English  trader.    Having  embarked  with  bia 
horse  and  iiis  slender  appointments  on  board  a  fiah- 
ing  skiff;  she  instantly  raised  her  temporary  mast, 
spread  a  aail  across  the  yard,  and,  supportecl  by  the 
force  of  the  wind  against  the  downward  power  of  the 
cturent^oved  across  the  river  obliquely  m  the  direc- 
tion of  jHCirch-hofl;  which,  as  we  have  aaid.  Ilea  some- 
what lower  on  the  river  than  Hana-Chapelle.    Their 
passage  was  so  favourable,  that  they  reached  the  op^ 
posite  aide  in  a  few  minutea,  but  not  until  Arthur 
whofie.eye  and  thoughts  were  on  the  left  bank,  haJ 
aeen  his  father  depart  from  the  Chapel  of  the  Ferry, 
accompanied  by  two  horsemen,  whom  he  readily  con- 
cluded to  be  the  giude  Bartholomew,  and  aome  chaDoe 
traveller  who  had  joined  him ;  but  the  second  of 
whom  waa  in  truth  the  Black  Prieat  of  St.  PattPa,  as 
has  been  already  mentioned. 

This  augmentatxm  of  his  &ther*s  compaDy  was,  he 
could  not  but  think,  likely  to  be  attended  with  an 
mcreaae  of  his  safety,  aince  it  wa«  not  probable  he 
would  sufler  a  companion  to  be  forced  upon  him,  and 
one  of  his  own  choosing  might  be  a  protectwn,  m 
case  his  guide  should  prove  treacherous.  At  any  rate, 
he  had  to  rejoice  that  be  had  seen  his  fother  depart  m 
safety  from  the  apot  where,  they  had  reason  to  apprfr. 
bend  some  danger  awaited  him.  He  resolved  tS»L 
fore,  to  make  no  stay  at  Kirch-hofl;  but  to  puisue  hw 
way,  as  faat  as  possAla  towards  Sirasbu^T iS^i? 
when  daritness  comfjellad  him  to  stop,  in  one  of  the 
dorffs,  or  viUagea,  which  were  sitnatSl  on  the  G« 
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man  tide  of  the  Rhine.  At  Straabuig,  he  trusted, 
with  the  eangnine  ipirit  of  yoath.  ho  might  anin 
be  able  to  rejoin  hie  father;  and  if  he  could  not  tuto- 

gither  subdue  his  anxiety  on  their  separation,  he 
ndiv  nourished  the  hope  that  he  might  meet  him 
in  salety.  After  some  snort  refreshment  and  repose 
afTordeci  to  his  horse,  he  k>st  no  time  in  proceeding 
on  his  journey  down  the  eastern  bank  of  the  broad 
river. 

He  was  now  upon  the  most  interesting  side  of  the 
Rhin&  walled  in  and  repelled  as  the  river  is  on  that 
shore  by  the  most  romantic  elifis,  now  mantled  with 
vegetation  of  the  richest  hue,  tinged  with  all  the  va- 
riegated colours  of  autumn;  now  surmounted  by 
fortresses,  over  whose  gates  -wen  dirolaved  the  pen- 
nons of  their  proud  owners ;  or  studded  with  ham- 
lets, where  the  richness  of  the  soil  supplied  to  the 
poor  laboiner  the  food,  of  which  the  oppressive  band 
of  his  superior  threatened  altogether  to  deprive  him. 
Every  stream  which  heie  oontnbutes  its  waters  to  the 
Rhine,  winds  through  its  own  tribuury  dell,  and  each 
valley  possesses  a  varying  and  separate  character, 
some  rich  with  iMstures,  comfieldsi  and  vineyards, 
some  frowning  with  cragp  and  precipices,  and  other 
romantic  beauttea 

The  principles  of  taste  were  not  then  explained  or 
analyzed  as  they  have  been  since,  in  countries  where 
leisure  has  been  foimd  for  this  investigation.  But  the 
feelings  arising  from  so  rich  a  landscape  as  is  dis- 
played by  the  valley  of  the  Rhine,  must  have  been 
the  same  in  everv  bosom,  from  the  period  when  our 
Englishman  took  bis  solitary  joomey  throogh  it,  in 
doubt  and  danger  till  that  in  which  it  heara  the  in- 
dignant Childe  Harold  bid  a  proud  farewell  to  his 
native  country,  in  the  vain  search  of  a  land  in  which 
his  heart  might  throb  less  fiercely. 

Arthur  enjoyed  this  scene,  although  the  fading  day- 
light began  to  remind  him.  that,  alone  as  he  wa&  and 
travelling  with  a  very  valuable  charge,  it  would  be 
matter  of  prudence  to  look  out  for  some  place  of  rest 
during  the  nij^ht.  Just  as  he  had  formed  the  reeolu- 
tion  of  inouirmg  at  the  next  habitation  he  should 
pass,  which  way  he  should  follow  for  ihis  purpose, 
the  road  he  pursued  descended  into  a  beautiful  am- 
phitheatre filled  with  large  trees,  which  protected 
from  the  heats  of  summer  the  delicate  and  tender 
herbage  of  the  pasture.  A  large  brook  flowed  through 
it,  ana  joined  the  Rhine.  At  a  short  mile  up  the  brook, 
its  waters  made  a  crescent  round  a  staep  craggy  emi- 
nence, crowned  with  flanking  walls,  ancl  Gothic 
towers  and  turrets,  enclosing  a  feudal  castle  of  the 
first  order.  A  part  of  the  savannah  thax  has  been 
mentioned,  had  been  irre^larly  cultivated  for  wheat, 
which  had  grown  a  nlentifid  crop.  It  was  lathered 
in,  but  the  patches  ot  deep  yellow  stubble  contrasted 
with  the  green  of  the  undisturbed  pasture  lan^  and 
with  the  seared  and  dark-red  fohage  of  the  oraad 
oaks  which  stretched  their  arms  athwart  the  level 
space.  There  a  lad,  in  a  rustic  dress,  was  employed 
in  the  task  of  netting  a  brood  of  partridges  with  th« 
assistance  of  a  trained  spaniel :  while  a  yoiing  wo- 
man, who  had  the  air  rather  or  a  domestic  iii  some 
family  of  rank,  than  that  of  an  ordinary  villager,  sat 
on  the  stump  of  a  decayed  tree,  to  watch  the  prog«Q8s 
of  the  amusement.  The  spaniel,  whose  duty  it  w«s 
to  drive  the  partridges  under  the  net,  was  perceptibly 
disturbed  at  the  approach  of  the  traveller;  his  atten- 
tion was  divided,  and  he  was  obviously  in  danger  of 
marring  the  aporty  by  barking  and  putting  up  the  co- 
vey, when  the  maiden  quitted  her  seat  and  advancing 
towards  Philipson,  Requested  him,  for  courtesy,  to 
pass  at  a  grsafcer  distance,  and  not  to  interfere  with 
their  amusement 
'The  travelier  willingly  complied  with  her  requesL 

"I  will  rid^  fair  damsel,"  he  said,  "at  whatever 
diaianoe  vou  pleasa  And  allow  me,  in  guerdon,  to 
ask,  whether  there  is  convent,  castle,  or  good  man's 
houses  where  a  stranoer,  who  is  bdated  and  weary, 
mkfat  rsoeivo  a  night's  hospitality  7" 

Thegiri,  whose  face  he  had  not  yet  distinctly  seen, 
ssjMned  to  suppiess  some  desire  to  laugh,  as  she  re- 
plisd,  "  Hath  not  yon  castle,  think  you?'  pointing  to 
thadistant  towen^  **  some  comer  which  might  acoom- 
mooate  a  stnofler  in  such  estnmity  T* 


"  Space  enough,,  certainly,"  aaid  Artfanr ; 
haps  little  indiiiation  to  ifnint  tc" 

^  1  mysel£**  said  the  gui  '*  being  one,  aad  a  I 
dable  part  ot  the  garriaon,  will  be  answerafalefiir  yov 
reception.    But  as  yon  parley  with  me  in  sodi  bssiii 
fashion,  it  is  according  to  maitud  order  that  1  ' 
put  down  my  viaor." 

So  saying,  she  concealed  her  face  under  one  of  I 
riding  maskiB,  which  at  that  penod  women  ofwsi 
when  they  went  abroad,  wfaeiher  for  pioieetiiv 
complexion,  or  screening  tbemaelvee  fiom  ini 
observation.  But  oe  she  could  aeoompliali  dtis  ope- 
ration, Arthur  had  detected  the  merry  mumeuaiieeof 
Annette  Veilcben,  a  jgiii  w1m\  thoogh  her  attsBtede 
on  Anne  of  Geieratem  waa  in  a  nsenial  capaoiy,  wm 
held  in  high  estimation  ac  Geieratcsa.  She  waa  a  hrii 
wench,  unaccustomed  to  the  diadoctiotts  ef  tmk, 
which  were  little  regarded  in  the  aimpbcity  of  Ai 
Helvetian  hills,  and  she  waa  ready  to  laugh,  wst,  oii 
flirt  with  the  young  men  of  the  T  anriamman  iifMailf 
This  attracted  no  attentioo,  the  moootaia  nisiisiM 
making  little  distinction  between  the  dagiees  of  ■- 
tendant  and  mistress,  further  than  that  the  nwinB 
was  a  young  woman  who  teqmred  he^  aid  da 
maiden  one  who  was  in  a  aituntioo  to  ofler  and  aftse 
it  This  kind  of  femiliarity  would  perhape  hate  Ih 
dangeroua  in  other  landa,  out  the  aimplicity  of  8aa 
manners,  and  the  torn  of  Annette^a  diapoaitioi^  «M 
was  resolute  and  senaihle,  though  imther  bold  •■ 
free,  when  compared  to  the  mannera  of  mora  offiaa 
countries,  kat  all  intercourse  betwixt  her  sad  tti 
youn^  men  or  the  family  in  the  atiict  path  of  hsav 
and  innocence. 

Arthur  himaelf  had  paid  cooaiderable  atieaiua  a 
Annette,  being  naturally,  from  hia  feehoga  umrn^ 
Anne  oi  (ieieretein,  heuiily  deaiioaa  to  aoaMB  Ai 
good  graces  of  her  attendant ;  a  point  whienvasoi^ 
gained  by  the  attentions  of  a  handaooM  yoa^nai 
and  the  generosity  with  whi<^  he  i^^pH  mpm  hr 
small  presents  of  articles  of  draaa  or  omamcof,  «W 
the  damsel,  however  faithlul,*oould  find  no  beat  a 
refuea 

The  assurance  that  he  waa  in  Annexe  n^jMaa* 
hood,  and  that  he  waa  likely  to  paaa  the  nigbt  mbt 
the  same  roof,  both  of  whi<^  cireumatancee  ifowha 
mated  by  the  ^*s  presence  and  lansoaneb  sBei  Ai 
blood  in  a  hastier  current  throogh  Arthur^  voaa;  ii 
though,  since  he  had  croasoJ  the  river,  he  bad  mm- 
times  nourished  hopes  of  again  nnrii^  her  whs  fat 
made  so  strons  an  impreaskm  on  hia  imaginanoap 
his  understanding  had  aa  often  told  i>i»T*  howd|p 
was  the  chance  of  their  meeting,  and  it  waa  evsa  mv 
chilled  by  the  reflection,  that  it  could  be  foflowwloii 
by  the  pain  of  a  sodden  and  final  acparatisa.  m 
yielded  himself  however,  to  the  proepeet  of  pio^^ 
pleaaure,  without  attempting  to  aaoertain  whtf  •■ 
to  be  its  duration  or  its  conaequenoe.  Desiroo^  ■  At 
mean  time,  to  hear  as  much  of  Anne'a  riunmsiinw 
as  Annette  chose  to  tell,  he  reaolved  not  to  letAa 
merry  maiden  perceive  that  she  waa  known  by  tin 
until  she  chose  of  her  own  acootd  to  lay  wait  ha 
mystery. 

.  While  these  thoogfato  paaaed  rapidly  thtm«h  la 
imagination,  Annette  bade  the  lad  diop  hia  neMk  mi 
directed  him  that,  having  taken  two  of  the  hocM 
partndgee  from  the  covey,  and  carried  them  iais  *i 
kitcheo,  he  was  to  set  the  rest  at  liberty. 
••  J  ^  "^^  vnmde  sapper,"  aaid  ahe  to  the  cmviiR 

siQoe  I  am  bringing  home  unexpected  coiuaay.* 

«-.«5?"^i!^***v  ««P«»ed  hi»  hope  that  &ia  o^p* 
nenciAg  the  hoapitabty  of  the  caatle  would 
no  troihle  tu  the  inmatea»  and  leeeived  m 

•^/SiSfj  ISJ"  ^*?  «biect  of  hia  aeraplea. 

1 WOUJ4  not  willingly  be  thecauaeofinootti 
10  your  nuftrem,"  wowed  the  traveUer. 

Look  jrouihera,"  aaid  Annette  Veikhen,  "I  hm 

said  notniog  a  matter  or  miatrea^  and  this  poor  fm- 

lorn  uayeller  hte  already  concluded  in  hia  ownrnii 

that  he  is  to  be  hvbonred  in  a  lady'a  bower  r 

"Why,  did  vou  pot  tell  me,"  aaid  Arthur,  mem- 

what  confuaed  at  hia  blunder,  *'  that  yon  wan  ^ 

person  of  second  iramrtenoe  in  the  place  7  Ad^aS 

I  Judgedi  could  only  be  an  officer  under  a 
veiaor."^ 
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'  I  do  not  see  the  joetioe  of  the  eondtuion,"  raplied 
the  maideiL  **  I  have  known  ladies  bear  offices  of 
'"-'It  in  ioids'  famPiea;  nay,  and  over  the  lorda  them- 


▼I 
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Am  I  to  anderstand,  fair  damsel,  that  yoa  hold  so 
predominant  a  sitaation  in  the  castle  which  we  are 
now  approaching,  and  of  which  I  pray  you  to  tell  me 
the  namel" 

"  The  name  of  the  castle  is  Amheim,"  said  An- 
netfiSL 

"Your  garrison  must  be  a  large  one,"  said  Arthur, 
looking  at  the  extensive  building,  "  if  you  are  able  to 
man  such  a  labyrinth  of  walls  and  towers.*' 

'*In  that  point,"  said  Annette,  "I  must  needs  own 
wo  are  very  deficient.  At  preeent,  we.  rather  hide  in 
Um  castle  than  inhabit  its  and  yet  it  is  well  enough 
defended  by  the  reports  which  frighten  every  other 
poraon  who  might  disturb  its  seclusion." 

"  And  yet  you  yourselves  dare  to  reside  in  it  7"  said 
the  Engliahman,  recollecting  the  tale  which  had 
been  told  by  Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  concerning  the 
eh,aracter  of  the  Barons  of  Amneim,  and  the  final 
catastrophe  of  the  family. 

,**  Perhaps,"  replied  his  guide,  **weare  too  intimate 
with  the  cause  of  such  fears  to  feel  ourselves  strongly 
oppressed,  with  them— perhaps  we  have  means  of 
encountering  the  supposed  terrors  proper  to  ourselves 
—perhaps,  and  it  is  not  the  least  likely  conjecture,  we 
have  no  choice  of  a  better  place  of  refujg;a  Such 
fleems  to  be  your  own  fate  at  present^  sir,  for  the  tops 
of  the  distant  hills  are  gradually  losing  the  lights  of 
the  evening;  and  if  you  rest  not  in  Ambeim,  well 
eontented  or  not.  vou  are  likely  to  find  no  sa&  lodging 
fiir  many  a  mile.*'^ 

As  she  thus  spoke  she  separated  from  Arthur, 
tekiitg,  with  the  fowier  who  attended  her,  a  very 
ste«>  Diit  short  footpath,  which  ascended  straight  up 
CO  the  aite  of  the  castle ;  at  the  same  time  motioning 
to  the  young  .Englisman  to  follow  a  horselrack, 
wfat<;h,  more  circuitous,  led  to  the  same  point,  and 
though  less  direct,  was  considerably  more  easy. 

He  aoon  stood  before  the  south  front  of  Arnheim 
caetloi  which  was  a  much  larger  building  than  he  had 
conceived,  either  from  Rudolph's  description,  or  from 
the  distant  view.  It  had  been  erected  at  many  dif- 
ferent periods,  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  edifice 
wae  less  in  the  strict  (Sothic  than  in  what  has  been 
termed  the  Saracenic  style,  in  which  the  ima^na- 
tion  of  the  architect  is  more  florid  than  that  which  is 
asually  indulged  in  the  North,— rich  in  minarets, 
cupolae,  and  similar  approximations  to  Oriental 
•tructurea.  This  singular  building^  bore  a  general 
appearance  of  desolation  and  desertion,  bat  Rudolph 
hflid  been  misinformed  when  he  declared  that  it  had 
become  ruinous.  On  the  contrary,  it  had  been  main- 
tained with  considerable  care :  and  when  it  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Emperor,  although  no  garrison  was 
maintained  within  its  precincts  care  was  taken  to 
keep  the  building  in  repair;  and  though  the  prejudices 
3f  the  country  i>eople  prevented  any  one  from  passing 
:he  ni^bt  within  the  fearful  walls,  yet  it  was  regu- 
arljr  visited  from  time  to  time  by  a  person  having 
sommiasion  from  the  Imperial  Chancery  to  that 
s0ect.  The  occupation  oi  the  domain  around  the 
saatle  was  a  valuable  compensation  for  this  official 
>erson'8  labour,  and  he  took  care  not  to  endanger  the 
oaa  of  it  by  neglecting  his  duty.  Of  late  this  officer 
ia,d  been  withdrawn,  and  now  it  appeared  that  the 
rouns  Baroness  of  Arnheim  had  found  refuge  in  the 
loaerted  towers  of  her  ancestors. 

T*be  Swiss  damsel  did  not  leave  the  youthful 
raveller  time  to  study  particularly  the  exterior  of  the 
:aBtle,  or  to  construe  the  meaning  of  emblems  and 
DOttoa,  seemingly  of  an  Oriental  character,  with 
irhich  the  outside  was  inscribed,  and  which  expressed 
a  various  modes,  more  or  less  directly,  the  attach- 
aet&t  of  the  builders  of  this  extensive  pile  to  the 
samini;  of  the  Eastern  sages.  Ere  he  had  time  to 
ake.more  than  a  general  survey  of  the  place,  the  voice 
df  the  Swiss  maiden  called  him  to  an  angle  of  the 
vail  in  which  there  was  a  projection,  fit}m  whence  a 
311^  plank  extended  over  a  drv  moat,  and  was  con- 
kectad  with  a  window  in  which  Annette  was  stand- 


"  Yon  have  fqxgotten  your  Swiss  lessons  ahaady." 
said  she,  observing  that  Arthur  went  rather  timidly 
about  crossing  the  temporary  and  precarious  draw- 
bridge. 

The  reflection  that  Anne,  her  mistress,  might  make 
the  same  observation,  lecalled  the  young  traveller  to 
the  neceasary  degree  of  composura  He  passed  over 
the  plank  with  the  same  sangfroid  with  which  he 
had  learned  to  brave  the  far  more  terrific  bridge, 
beneath  the  ruinous  Castle  of  Oei^rstein.  He  had  no 
sooner  entered  the  window  than  Annette,  taking  off 
her  mask|  bade  him  welcome  to  Germany,  and  to  old 
friends  with  new  names. 

"Anne  of  Geierstein,"  she  said,  "is  no  more: 
but  you  will  presently  see  the  Lady  Baroness  oi 
Aroheim^ho  is  extremely  like  her;  and  I,  who  was 
Annette  Veilchen  in  Switzerland,  the  servant  to  a 
damsel  who  was  not  esteemed  much  greater  than 
myselfj  am  now  the  young  Baroness's  waiting- 
woman,  and  make  every  body  of.  less  quality  stand 
back." 

"If,  in  such  circumstances,"  said  young  Philipaon, 
"  you  have  the  influence  due  to  your  consequence,  let 
me  beseech  of  you  to  telT  the  Baroness,  since  we 
must  now  call  her  so,  that  my  present  intrusion  on 
her  is  occasioned  by  my  ignorance." 

"Away,  away,"  said  the  girL  laughing,  "I  know 
better  what  to  say  in  your  behalf.  You  are  not  the 
first  poor  man  and  pedlar  that  has  got  the  graces 
of  a  great  lady;  but  I  warrant  you  it  was  not  by 
making  humble  apologies,  and  talking  of  uninten- 
tional intrusion.  I  wiu  tell  her  of  love,  which  all 
the  Rhine  cannot  quench,  and  which  has  driven  you 
hither,  leaving  you  no  other  choice  than  to  come  or 
topenshr 

''Nay,  but  Annette,  Annette** 

"Fie  on  you  for  a  fool,— make  a  shorter  name  of  it, 
—cry  Anne,  Anne !  and  there  will  be  more  prospect 
of  your  being  answered." 

So  saying,  the  wild  girl  ran  out  of  the  room,  de- 
lighted, as  a  mountaineer  of  her  description  was 
hkely  to  be,  with  the  thought  of  having  done  as  she 
would  desire  to  be  done  by,  in  her  benevolent  exer- 
tions to  bring  two  lovers  together,  when  on  the  eve 
of  inevitable  separation. 

In  this  self-approving  disposition,  Annette  sped  up 
a  narrow  turnpike  stair  to  a  closet,  or  dressing-room, 
where  her  young  mistress  was  seated,  and  exclaimea 

with  open  mouth.—"  Anne  of  Qei ^  I  mean  my 

Lady  Baroness,  they  are  come— they  are  come  t" 

"ThePhilipsonsI"  said  Anne,  almost  breathless 
as  she  asked  the  question. 

"  Yes— no— "  answered  the  girl ;  "  that  is,  yea,— 
for  the  best  of  them  is  come,  and  that  is  Arthur." 

"  Wha  t  meanest  thou^  girl  7  Is  not  Siguier  Philip- 
son,  the  father,  along  with  his  son  7" 

"Wot  he,  indeed,"^ answered  Veilchen,  "nor  did  I 
ever  think  of  asking  about  him.  He  was  no  friend  of 
mine,  nor  of  any  one  else,  save  the  old  Landamman ; 
and  well  met  they  were  for  a  couple  of  wiseacrea,  with 
eternal  proverbs  m  their  mouths,  and  cars  upon  thsir 
brows. 

"Unkind,  inconsiderate  girl,  what  hast  thondone  T' 
said  Anne  of  Geierstein.  ^vDid  I  not  warn  and  chame 
thee  to  bring  them  both  hither  1  and  you  have  brought 
the  young  man  alone  to  a  place  where  we  are  nearl/ 
in  solitude!  What  will  he— what  can  he  think 
of  me  r  .      ._,  . 

"  Whjr,  what  should  I  have  done  7"  said  Aniietta, 
remaining  firm  in  her  argument.  "He  was  alon& 
and  should  I  have  sent  him  down  to  the  dorff  to  ba 
murdered  by  the  Rhingrave*s  I^a-knecht8  7  All  is 
fish,  I  trow,  that  comes  to  their  net;  and  how  is  he 
to  get  through  this  country,  so  beset  with  wandering 
soldiers,  robber  barons,  (I  beg  your  ladyship's  par- 
don.) and  roguish  Itatians,  flocking  .to  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy's  standsrd  7— Not  to  mention  the  greatest 
tenor  of  all,  that  is  never  in  one  shape  or  other  absent 
from  one's  eye  or  thought." 

"Hush,  hush,  giri!  add  not  utter  madness  to  the 
excess  of  folly  j  but  let  us  think  what  is  to  be  done. 
For  our  sake,  for  his  own,  this  unfortunate  young 
man  must  leave  this  castle  instantly. 

"You  must  take  the  message  yourself  then,  Anne— 


Ki"! 


indeed,  I  bivs  heard  the  MinDe-BngenuQia 

iheir  nmaDQca ;  but  I  un  mnilianol  ■  maelonefor 
tae,  or  U17  fracik-heertai  Swim  girl,  tn  Mirry.  No 
caon  fbotery  i  but  Tcmflmber,  if  cou  wen  born  Baron- 
CMOf  Arnhvlm,  you  have  been  bndind  brought  up  in 
theboMmoflheawuahlll^a^d■hould  '  -  - 
■elfllke  >□  honest  and  well-meaning  d» 

fi^lf,  good  Hidemoiaelle  Annette  T'  rcpl^lhsBl- 

"  Ay,  many !  now  otir  nobis  blood  atira  in  our  »di 
But  lemember,  geiiiLe  my  lady,  that  it  waa  ■  baigi 

between  un,  when  Heft  yonder  aobu  mountUDa,  a 

the  free  air  that  blowB  over  (hem,  to  coop  myaeU  op 
in  thia  land  of  prioona  and  alivea,  ihai  I  riioufd  qieak 
my  mind  to  you  ■■  freely  aa  I  did  when  our  bead*  lay 
on  the  aame  pillow." 

"  Speak,  then,"  aaid  Anne,  atudiooily  aiening  n«r 
f»ce  »  rite  pnoared  10  liateti ;  "  but  beware  ibal  yoa 
■ay  aolhiua  which  it  i*  unfit  for  nu  to  hear." 

''r  wUt  apeak  natnre  and  common  wa»:  and  if 
VDiir  noUe  eara  are  not  made  Hi  lo  hear  sad  Dtidet- 
Biimd  tbeae,  the  fault  lies  m  them,  and  not  in  my 
ronjue.  Look  you,  you  have  saieii  thia  ironth  from 
two  great  danger*,— one  at  the  BBrih-ahooi  at  Gaei- 

A  hatidaome  young  man  he  is,  wM  spoken,  and  well- 
<iua!ilied  to  gain  descrrcdlya  lBd>-'B  faTour.  Before 
you  Biwhini,  iheSwiseyouib  wereai  leaf t  not  odious 
loyou.  You  danced  wi'h  (hpm 
them,— you  wew  the  f 


w5f™w°' 


Ihroagh  ihcCanton— Why.Fthiok  it  pofr 

ible  a  little  urgency  mighl  have  brougfat  you  to  think 
'"■■-'-'■" thiigelaa    -      " 


of  Rudolph  Doonethu 


"  Nevn,  wancb,  neter  1"  exclaimed  Aooe. 
'  "Ba  Qolao  nrypoaiiive,  mylady.  Had  he  reeoDi' 
mended  btnitelf  to  the  unde  in  the  Gral  piriee,  I  Ihiok, 
in  my  poor  Mntiiitent,  ho  mighl  at  aome  lucky  moment 
have  earned  ibe  niece.  But  aince  we  have  known 
Ifaia  young  Engliah man,  it  has  been  little  less  than 
cpniemning,  deapisinS.  and  epmeihing  like  haiinB,  all 
the  men  whom  you  cduldendure  well  enough  belorc. 

"Well,  we!l,"^said  Antte,  "I  wUl  deteat  and  hate 
thee  more  than  any  of  them,  unleaa  you  bhng  your 

"  Softly,  noble  lady,  fair  and  eaev  go  far.  All  this 
aiBuea  you  love  the  yoWiK  man,  and  let  thoee  say  that 
Toti  are  wrung,  who  ihinK  there  ia  an^  thing  Honder- 
fiil  in  the  matter.  There  ia  much  to  justify  you,  ana 
nolhlog  that  I  know  against  it."  ,.    .    ,   ^., 

"  What,  (iwlisb  girll  Remember. my  birth  faibida 

roan— my  fiiiher'a  commuida  to  lovcone  whose  ad- 

j --'^houl  his  consent — above  all,  my  maid- 

■•■'-   me  filing  my  affeciione  on  one 
me,— na^,  perhaps,  ia  prejudiced 


him  willinKlr,  and  be  ts'i  very  hoi 
"Of  thine  own,  I  warrant,"  quo 


r,  tl  ia  mr  poor  friead,  t^inis  Spcovr;  od 
be  BO  (alee-beatted  aa  to  deny  my  lacMiit.'' 
wviU,  bat  what  ia  to  be  die  aoit  rfall  ter 


'•^^i' 


•aid  the  61 ,_ ,. 

"  The  end  of  it,  in  my  opioiofi,"  and  Auiall^'ii 
very  simple.  Here  are  pneeta  and  prsyer-baaksviAa 
a  nMe— go  down  to  the  pariour.  apnak  TOnr  odad  M 
voor  loTer,  or  hear  him  ^leak  his  mind  lo  ymi  jaa 
handle  go  mdetly  back  lo  Qeicnuni  in  the  efasneia' 
of  man  and  wifth  and  get  every  thing  readyioiKavi 
your  uncle  on  his  tctum.  Tbie  isihe  way  [faalsfliia 
"-ias  wench  would  cut  off  Ihe  romanoe  oft  Ossaa 

heheart  orher&tber,"aBBdtheiear 

loiigfa  than  yoa  Bra  aware  oC"  RtU 

lelte;  "be  hnlh  not  hvisl  witbonl  ymso  kn(,b« 
he  will  be  able  to  spare  you  for  the  tm  ef  l»  Hi, 
eat  deal  more  eaaily  than  you,  with  all  ynar  w 
ded  ideaa  of  quality,  will  be  able  lo  eKhne  tk 
tmea  of  wealth  and  ambidon,  which  waiana 

[ing  you  the  wife  of  some  illuatiions  Cami,  Bt 

De  Hagenbach,  whom  we  aaw  i>ot  long  nee  mitt 
such  sn  eiitriat  end,  to  the  fcreal  eiample  el  d 
RobberJ^inlry  upon  Iho  Rhine." 

"  Thy  plan  is  naught,  wencb,  a  cbtMiBli  vjiw  tfa 
gtn,  who  never  knew  more  of  hfe  than  she  has  bnrt 
"lid  over  her  milking-piil.  Remember  thai  my  ladt 
itertaina  the  higheat  ideas  of  family  diaeiplitiK  id 
..latio  acl  contrarrio  my  bthei'a  wtlL  woald  dsirn 
ua  hi  hiagonl  opinion.  Why  el«  am  T  hen:  7  wtam 
furs  bas  he  rei '  "^ "        ''    " 


only  pride 

Bl  me  by  appearances.' 


"Hen 


a  fine  honuly  1" 


iJlyasFai 


binh  is  a  .Biljy 
ng  Z^m'a^- 

■  n  weed,  usually 


hi*  ten  in  a  holiday  se'" 

dresm,  which  you  hav« 

these  two  or  three  dayi 

nan  aoil,  some  of  lb* 

ealled  (a.-nilv  pnde,  ha 

heart.    Thi-tlt  °i  '"9"  ; 

Ured  at  Geien  tao,  inat 

of  your  life,  and  i"i»Kr 

jnto  nolbiog.    B/  ^ 

esCiw    Bui  Pbilvsot;  I 

hMiled  of  meti,  will  mr 

diitii  ad  wHl  nock  a  m 

wood  tor  the  eoiiing.Bni  1.,.. 

yon  are  aordy  entitled  lo  pat. 

idadly  will  yom-uncle  put  you  in  . 

STTroanai  the  dairy.  AHhurcan  a. 

loenia  anumeraied.  .       ,,     .,  , „,.—  ■■ 

"  WeU,  well,  ho  can  learn,  then,'.'  asid  AnnetU 


Tapeoiije  (hat  ate  sCnngt,  lal 

therefore  unpleasing  to  n»  T' 

""  IT  uncle,"  said  Anneite  flmtly,  "ia  LsbJib- 

the  Canton  of  CnterwaMenj  ropecn  inht 

dom,  and  is  the  swam  protector  of  it>  laws,  of  wtsd 
when  jou,  a  deniien  of  the  Confederacy,  dain  # 
proteciun,  he  cannot  rcfnse  it  toylia." 

"  Even  ihett,"  mid  the  foung  Baroneaa,  "  I  ibaaU 
forfeit  hia  good  opinion,  bis  tnore  than  paieraal  afc- 
lionj  but  It  is  needlesa  to  dwell  inion  thia.  Snoa 
that  (ditaough  I  could  have  loved  the  yomg  ma 
whom  I  wiD  not  deny  to  be  u  amiable  h  joir  r* 
Ualily  paints  him— know,  — riie  bcanaied  br  a  n» 
meal,— "that  be  baa  never  noken  a  woid  loatia 
such  a  subject  aayoD,  without  kDOwingeithet  his  at- 


Isitpoanbier'inswered  Annette.  "Itbo*^ 
I  believed,  though  1  have  oever  preaaed  on  yoa  cai 
fidence — that  you  mtiat — aiia<^ed  aa  you  wae  tead 
other— have  tpcmea  together,  like  tme  maid  sad  In 


bichelOT,  bafore  m 


I  have  done  wmnt^wba  I 


heard  <rf' 
re  barboa 

iha  Sundgau,  enticed  lier  to  bilii 

almost  incredi' "     '  -    .     ■ 


«  thinftihi 


to  lolly— «L. „       _    , 

-Aed—fied  Irom  ihe  tam"! 

lillany,  tiU  her  coo^  BayBMf 
nlenced  for  ever  hia  infamoua  triumph,  byheanact* 
ira ins  out  with  his  club,  Bveti  in  tbercrystnaa* 
nllBin'a  native  town  1  By  the  holy  Motbir  id  b- 
uedlen  '.  could  I  suspect  this  BoKnahmas  i^»m- 
lating  such  treason,  I  would  aaw  ibe  plank  sow*' 
moat  till  a  fly's  weight  would  break  H,  and  it  Asdd 
»  at  six  fathom  deep  that  he  riwold  aby*  the  paW 
vhich  dared  to  meditate  dishoni>aragamstaasda*>a 
laughter  of  Swilierland  1" 

As  Annette  Veilchen  qioke,  all  the  flieof  Iw  as*^ 
lain  ooutage  flaahed  from  her  B^—    -    '    ''■ — ' 


altendanl. 
Arthur  Philip 


■n  which  barinj 
B^u   uu    iier   Kiniple   but  fn" 

-  ahe  said,  "  oa  ray  sool-js 
njuBiice— fout  iojustiee,  la  an 
on  [—hia  conduct  lowaidi  m« 


C^u».XZIL] 


ANNE  OF  GKIERSTEIN. 


or 


ever  been  upright  and  hoBoorable— «  friend  to  a  friend 
— «  brother  to  a  sister— could  not,  in  all  he  has  done 
and  said,  have  been  more  respectful,  more  anxiously 
affsctiottatei  mora  uqdeviatingiy  candid.  In  oar  fre- 
quent interviews  and  mtercourse  he  has  indeed  seemed 
very  kind— yery  attached.  But  had  I  ^een  disporxl 
—at  times  I  may  have  been  too  much  so— to  listen  to 
him  with  endurance,"— the  young  lady  here  nut  her 
band  on  her  forehead,  but  the  tears  streamed  through 
her  slender  fingers,—**  he  has  never  spoke  of  any  love 
— any  preference  ; — ^if  he  indeed  entertains  any,  some 
obstaclei  insurmountable  on  his  pjirt,  has  interfered  to 
prevent  him." 

"Obstacle?"  replied  the  Swiss  damsel.  ^ Ay, 
doubtless— some  childish  bashfulness— some  foolish 
idea  about  your  birth  being  so  hi^  above  his  own- 
some  dream  of  modesty  pushed  to  extremity,  which 
considers  as  impenetraDle  the  ice  of  a  spring  frost. 
This  delusion  may  be  broken  by  a  moment's  en- 
couragement, and  I  will  take  the  talk  on  myseli;  to 
spare  your  blushes,  my  dearest  Anne." 

"No,  no;  for  heaven's  sake,  no,  VeilchenP'  an- 
awered  the  Baroness,  to  whom  Annette  had  so  long 
been  a  companion  and  confidant,  rather  than  a  do- 
mestic. **  YOU  cannot  anticipate  the  nature  of  the 
obstacles  which  may  prevent  his  thinking  on  what 
you  are  so  desirous  to  promote.  Hear  me— My  early 
education,  and  the  instructions  of  my  kind  uncle, 
have  uught  me  to  know  something  more  of  foreign- 
ers and  their  fashions,  than  I  ever  could  have  learned 
in  our  happy  retirement  of  Geieretein ;  I  am  well  nigh 
convinced  that  these  Philipsons  are  of  rank,  as  they 
are  of  mannere  and  bearing  far  superior  to  the  occu- 
pation which  they  appear  to  hold.  1*60  father  is  a 
man  of  decn  observation,  of  high  thought  and  i^re- 
tenaion,  and  laviah  of  sifta,  far  beyond  what  consists 
with  the  utmost  liberality  of  a  trader." 

"  Tliat  is  true,"  said  Annette ;  "  I  will  say  far  myself 
chat  the  silver  chain  he  gave  me  weighs  against  ten 
silver  crowns,  and  the  cross  which  Arthur  added  to  it, 
the  day  after  the  Jong  ride  we  had  together  up  towards 
Mona  Pilatre,  is  worth,  they  tell  me,  as  much  more. 
There  is  not  the  like  of  it  in  the  Cantons.  Well, 
what  then  7  They  are  rich,  so  are  you.  So  much  the 
better." 

*'  Alaa  I  Annette  they  are  not  only  rich,  but  noble. 
[  am  pereoaded  of  this ;  for  I  have  observed  often, 
that  even  the  father  retreated  with  an  air  of  quiet 
tnd  dignified  contempt,  from  discussions  with  Don- 
nerfaugel  and  others,  who,  in  our  plain  way,  vrished 
to  listen  a  dispute  upon  him.  And  when  a  rude  ob- 
lervation  or  blunt  pleasantry  was  pointed  at  the  son, 
Ilia  eye  flashed,  his  cheek  coloured,  and  it  was  only 
1  glance  from  his  father  which  induced  him  to  repress 
iie  retort  of  no  friendly  character  which  rose  to 
lia  Ups." 

"  You  have  been  a  close  observer,"  said  Annette. 
*  AH  this  may  be  true,  but  I  noted  It  not.  But  what 
hen,  I  aay  once  more?  If  Arthur  has  some  fine 
loble  name  in  bis  own  country,  are  not  vou  your- 
lelf  Baroneaa  of  Amheim  1  And  I  will  frankly  allow 
t  aa  somethinff  of  worth,  if  it  smooths  the  way  to  a 
natcht  where  I  think  you  must  look  for  happiness— 
[  hope  BO.  else  I  am  sure  it  should  have  no  encour- 
isement  niom  me." 

r^*  I  do  believe  so,  my  faithful  Veilchen ;  but,  alas ! 
low  can  you,  in  the  state  of  natural  freedom  in  which 
nou  have  been  bred,  know,  or  even  dream,  of  the 
rarioaa  restraints  whidi  this  gilded  or  golden  chain 
»f  rank  and  nobility  hangs  upon  those  whom  it  fet- 
era  and  encumbera,  I  fear,  as  much  as  it  decorates  7 
n  every  country,  the  distinction  of  rank  binds  men  to 
lertain  duties.  It  may  carry  with  it  restrictions, 
vhich  may  prevent  alliances  in  foreign  countries— it 
ffieti  may  prevent  them  from  consulting  their  inclina- 
ions,  whan  they  wed  in  their  own.  It  lends  to  alli- 
•ncea  in  which  the  heart  is  never  consulted,  to  treaties 
•f  marriage,  which  are  ofrep  formed  when  the  parties 
re  in  the  cradle,  or  in  leadmg  strings,  but  which  are 
lot  the  leas  binding  on  them  in  honour  and  faith. 
(uch  mav  exist  in  the  present  case.  These  alliances 
re  often  blended  and  mixed  up  with  state  policy;  and 
r  the  interest  of  England,  or  what  he  deems  such, 
hoald  have  occasioiMsd  the  elder  Philipson  to  form 


such  an  engagement,  Arthur  would  break  his  own 
heart— the  heart  of  any  one  elae— rather  than  make 
false  his  fathers  word." 

'*  The  more  shame  to  them  that  formed  such  an 
engagement!"  aaid  Annette.  *'Well.  they  talk  of 
England  being  a  free  country;  but  if  thev  can  bar 
young  men  ana  women  of  the  natural  privilege  to  call 
their  hearta  and  hands  their  own,  I  would  as  soon  be 
a  German  serf.— Well,  lady,  vou  are  vrise  and  I  am 
ignorant.  But  what  is  to  be  done  7  I  have  brought 
this  young  man  here,  expecting^  God  knows,  a  hap- 
pier issue  to  your  meeting.  But  it  is  clear  you  cannot 
marry  him  without  his  asking  you.  Now,  althoi^ 
I  confess  that,  if  I  could  thmk  him  willing  to  for^it 
the  hand  of  the  faireat  maid  of  the  Cantons,  either 
from  want  of  manly  courage  to  ask  it,  or  from  regard 
to  some  ridiculous  engagement,  formed  betwixt  his 
father  and  some  other  nobleman  of  their  island  of  no- 
blemen. I  would  not  in  either  case  grudge  him  a  duck- 
ing in  the  moat ;  yet  it  is  another  question,  whether  we 
should  send  him  down  to  be  murdowl  among  those 
cut- throats  of  the  Rhingravej  and  unless  we  do  so,  I 
know  not  how  to  get  rid  of  hun." 

"  Then  let  the  boy  William  give  attendance  on  him 
here,  and  do  you  aee  to  his  accommodation.  It  ia 
best  we  do  not  meet" 

"  I  will,"  said  Annette ;  "  yet  what  am  I  to  aay 
for  you  7  Unhappily,  I  let  him  know  that  you  were 
here." 

"  Alas,  imprudent  giri  I  Yet  why  should  I  blame 
thee,"  said  Anne  of  Geieretein,  '*  when  the  impru- 
dence has  been  so  great  on  my  own  side.  It  is  my- 
self, who,  sufiering  my  imagination  to  rest  too  long 
upon  this  jroung  man  and  nis  merits,  have  led  me 
into  this  entanmement.  But  I  will  show  thee  that  I 
can  overcome  this  folly,  and  I  will  not  seek  in  my 
own  error  a  cause  for  evading  the  duties  of  hospitaUty. 
Go,  Veilchen,  get  some  reneshment  ready.  Thou 
ahalt  sup  with  us,  and  thou  must  not  leave  us.  Thou 
shalt  see  me  behave  aa  becomes  both  a  German  lady 
and  a  Swiss  maiden.  Get  me  firat  a  candle,  how- 
ever,  my  giri,  for  I  must  wash  theae  tell-tales,  my 
eyes,  and  arrange  my  dress." 

To  Annette  this  whole  explanation  had  been  one 
scene  of  astonishment,  for,  in  the  simple  ideas  of 
love  and  courtship  in  which  she  had  been  brought  up 
amid  the  Swiss  mountains,  she  hsd  expected  that  me 
two  lovera  would  have  taken  the  firat  opportunity  of 
the  absence  of  their  natural  guardians,  and  have 
united  themselves  for  ever:  and  she  had  even  ar- 
ranged a  little  secondary  plot,  in  which  she  herself 
andMartin  Sprenger,  her  faithful  bachelor,  were  to 
reside  with  the  young  couple  as  friends  and  depend- 
ents. ,  Silenced,  thereforei  but  not  satisfied,  by  the 
objecdons  of  her  young  mistress,  the  zealous  Annette 
retreated  murmuring  to  herself^— "  That  tittle  hint 
about  her  dress  is  the  only  natural  and  sensible  word 
she  has  said  in  my  hearina.  Please  God,  I  will  return 
and  help  her  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  That  dress- 
ing my  mistress  is  the  only  part  of  a  waiting-lady's 
life  that  I  have  the  least  fancy  for— it  seems  so  na- 
tural for  one  pretty  maiden  to  set  off*  another— in 
faith  we  are  but  learning  to  dreaa  ounelves  at  another 
time." 

And  with  this  sage  remark  Annette  Veilchen  trip- 
ped down  staira. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

Tell  tm  not  of  it— I  eould  M'ersbids 

Th«  nawnnMry  of  sll  that  forced  eivitity. 

"  Pmy,  eeet  founMlf,  mr  lord. "    With  erinffioff 

The  meech  m  «pokeB,  and.  with  bended  knee,  / 

Heard  by  the  unilioK  oourlier.— "  Before  you,  sir  i 

It  muit  be  on  the  earth  then."    Henv  it  all  i 

The  pride  which  cloak*  iteelf  in  •uen  poor  ftiehlon 

I*  Maroeiy  fit  to  ewell  a  beftar*t  boeon.— OM  Ptef. 

Up  staira  and  down  stain  tripped  Annette  Veil- 
chen, the  soul  of  all  that  was  gome  on  in  the  only 
habitable  corner  of  the  hvuge  castle  of  Arnheim.  She 
was  equal  to  every  kind  otservice,  and  therefore  pop- 
ped her  hend  into  the  stable  to  be  sure  that  Wilnam 
attended  properly  to  Arthur's  horse,  looked  into  the 
kitchen  to  see  that  the  old  cook,  Marthon,  roasted 
the  partridgea  in  due  time,  (an  interference  for  which 


d 


A»  n«>*sd  btd*  thanki,)  nnnmiBtd  oui  ■  llaik  or 
iwa  of  Rhins  iniM  rram  the  huge  Dom  Daniel  of  ■ 
callaT.and,  Snilly,  jiwt  paipad  inlo  the  parlour  la  k 
how  AnbuT  wtu  lookinRi  whan,  htvUix  the  uiiiCiic 
tioQ  to  see  be  had  ia  IM  b«a(  nxanner  he  ccnld  aedu- 
IcHialv  amneed  his  pRsan.  she  aasund  him  Ihal  he 
riioold  >taorlI]r  aee  b«T  mialreu,  who  wu  ralher  iodia- 
pOMd,  jet  could  doI  refrain  troat  comijiR  down  to  aea 
an  Tallied  aa  acquaintance. 

Arthur  bluahed  when  aha  itKike  ihu&  and  aeemed 
aa  iumdaome  in  liuwaiting-taaid'aeye.  Ibal  ahe  t»iuld 
not  h^  oyins  'Q  heraelCa*  ahe  went  to  her  young 
ladr**  rooin,— ^  Well,  it  irue  [ova  cannot  manifte  lo 
btiog  that  couple  logelher.  in  qiile  of  all  lbs  obalaclea 
that  tbejr  atanil  bo^gtiiig  at,  1  will  xtmt  believe  that 
■bora  ia  auch  a  thiiiK  aa  true  1ot«  in  the  world,  lei 

Btartin  Spreoyn  aay  whal  he  will,  and ' 

OD  itM  goapela." 

Wtiaii  sIm  raached  the  youtiK  Baroneai'a  apartment, 
aba  found,  to  hot  aoipiiae,  ihaL  iniiead  orhanns  put 
oawbalfiiwnahepOBaeaMd.ihainiunstadr'acfa'-— 

had  prtCnred  (he  same  ainiple  kirlle  which  aba 

worn  durina  ibe  firai  dav  ihil  Aithar  had  dined  a( 
Oaiirilao.  Annette  looked  at  Aral  punled  and  doubl- 
Ail,  then  auddenly  rFcogniaed  ihe  .good  taate  which 
bad  dictated  the  aliiis,  aod  eiclaitned,;— "  You  a~ 

beartecl  Swin  maideTi." 

Aane  aJao  amiled  aa  aha  replied,—"  But,  al  tl 
aame  time,  in  the  walls  of  Ambemt,  1  miiat  appear... 
aome  reaped  ai  the  daughter  of  my  father.— Her«i 
■IrL  aid  ins  to  pat  Ihia  gem  upon  the  riband  which 
Elnda  my  hair. 

Il  wa*  an  aigrette,  or  pluma.  compoaad  of  two 
leathera  of  a  vulture,  batened  loeether  by  aa  opal. 
which  changed  la  Ihe  cbangins  light  with  a  variaoil- 
ily  which  enchanted  the  Swiaa  datnael,  who  had 
■•ever  eeen  any  ibiog  reaembling  ii  in  herliTe. 

"Now,  Bamneaa  Anne,"  aaid  ahe,  "if  that 

.-         ■       ,_.,. : , ,.    ■. 

tSiiik  of .„.  . 

oidour  alter  a  moat  wi 
like  one's  own  cheek 

"Alaa,  Annetlel"  — 

banda  acroaa  her  eyea,  "of  all  the  gat 
fiMnalea  of  tny  houae  have  owneii.  tma 
baeo  the  mnal  falal  lo  ila  poaaesaota." 

"Attd  why  then  wear  it7"  aaid  Annette.  "Wliy 
wear  it  now,  of  atldaya  in  the  yearT' 

tber  and  family.  And  now,  giH.  Itwk  thou  lit  with 
aa  at  labia,  and  leave  not  the  aparlmeni;  and  aee  thou 
Ajr  iHl  to  and  fro  (o  help  thyaetf  or  oini 
thiol  on  the  boatd,  but  nmain  quiet  '•■ 
Wilfiam  helpa  you  -  -     '  - 


n  one  iaSaitbrol. 
ihe^BBroDeaa.  paaang 


dgbonoiil 

anon.I(l 

but  only  Annette  Valchen' 


faBhior'w^'l°hkBwdl 

,_,    — ,     and  William  aerve* 

dgbonoUy,  that  itiaa  joy  to  aee  him;  yet,  evei  _.._ 

(I  Ml  aa  I  were  not  Annatla  Veilchen  heraeli; 
yAnnetteVellchen'apicture,aiiiceIcanni '' 

,  Jl  down,  run  about,  or  atand  alill,  wiihoul  b 

ing  aome  nile  of  eounly  breeding.    It  ia  not  ao,  I  dare 
eay,  wiib  you.  who  are  alwaya  manaerly." 

''Leaa  counl  V  than  thou  aeemeei  to  think,"  aatd  the 
higb-bom  tnaiden ;  '*but  1  feel  the  reairaint  more  on 
the  greeneward,  and  under  heaven'a  fiee  air,  than 
when  I  undergo  It  do«M  withinihe  walla  of  an  apart- 

"Ah,  Ine— Ihe  dancing,"  aaid  Annette  i  "that  waa 
rmwthJTig  lo  be  eorry  for  indeed." 

"But  moat  am  I  aoiry,  Annette  thai  I  cannot  lell 
wbadkii  t  act  preciaely  right  or  wrouR  in  aeeingthLi 
yoong  man,  thoutfi  ii  mual  be  for  the  laat  time.  Woe 
my  father  lo  amnl— Were  Ital  Schreckenwald  to 

"Tour  lather  ia  loo  daaDlyaanged  on  aotne  of  hia 
darit  and  myalic  errandV'  aaid  the  flippant  Swiaa; 
"aailed  lo  Ihe  tnouDlaina  of  the  Brockenbeig,  where 
witeheahold  their  aabbathgOrgoaeoa  a  hunting-party 
with  ibe  Wild  Buntaman." 

"^  Annaiie,  how  dare  you  calk  ibua  of  my  b- 

"Why,  I  know  t:ila  of  him  paraonally,"  aaid  the 


ICmAt.XtX. 

damael,  "  and  yoa  vomMV  do  bM  know  mod  ax. 
And  how  ahoiild  ihac  be  Jalaa  which  bQ  mco  nyia 

"Why,  fool,  whal  do  Ibeyaayl" 
"Why,  ihju  the  Cour- '' 

grand  mother  waa  a  wil  t-oj 

a  ibeti 

Lhe  aalihen  a 
Lcn  iney  nad  baeii  pniraitHii  ua 
nothing  naemblea  a  Laoi-knaehi 

.-     ...   ^  ntl  j  it  ia  perhapa  the  [aat  ■■#■ 

which  we  may  wend,  tar  yeara,  with  a  ccnain  di^a 


■^  we  dc 


I  willnotpTeCvdtodBacnIieIheDBrkadeDibain» 
ment  with  which  Arthur  Philipaoa  mod  Anne  rf 
CteietateinnialiDeilher  lifted  Ifaeueyea,  ndibcT^oka 
intelligibly  aa  lh«  greeted  each  otbec,  and  the  maida 
hemeU  did  nol  Uuih  mora  deeplr  iban  ba  modtf 
viailerj  while  the  good  humoured  Swiaa  girt,  arboat 
ideaaof  lore  parlook  of  the  fr""" ' —  '"" 


tempt,  al  a  couple,  aa  ahe  mi^l  think,  a 

auch  unnalural  and  conatrained  leaarve.  DeaDwaa 
the  reverence  and  the  bliMh  with  whkbAnliuieftfii 
hia  hand  lo  the  young  ladr,  and  her  acMptaoct  of 
[he  CDnrleajrbad  the  aame  character  of  eitrenwbaab- 
fiiloeaa,  afitatioii,  and  embarraaamenl.  la  bIbr. 
thou^  IJtda  or  nothiog  intdlif^ble  paaaed  laiama 
ihia  very  handaome  and  in  tern  ling  caqde,  ibekoB- 

Ajihor  handed  Ihe  maiden,  aa  wa*  Ibe  diUy  oic  a  gal- 
lant of  Ihe  day,  lulo  the  next  room,  where  ibeu  n- 
paai  waa  prepared  ;  and  Atmelte,  who  waidiisd  viA 
aingutar  attention  every  ihiog  which  occnmd  fell 
with  aatoniehment,  Thai  the  forma  and  eennoan  al 
the  higher  ordera  ofaocieiy  had  each  an  inflaatana 
oteiher  freebom  mind,  aaifae  rites  ofUie  DruidtiiiiK 
that  of  the  Raman  general,  when  be  niiL 

"What  can  have  changed  thaml"  said  AnoHK 
"when  at  Oderaiein  they  looked  but  like  uMtbar  ■■ 
and  bachelor,  only  thai  Anne  ■ ~ —  ^  —  ^ — - 


S 


omer  to  qualify  ilta  rwepna  « 
or  of  her  retreat,  lu,  oo  i^  ote 


ib(  at  labl^  acruiKikiaBlT  obaerVing  ita  i^ 

lai  fa  might  becoiDe  a  ''vin  bo*  ii  iilkarf 

an^  .^~.      The  youth  WiUiam  did  th«  aana  <tf* 
ent«taminent  witbdeftneM  and  oourte^,  aa  ai^ 


imed  to  nidi  duly ;  and  Ani 


m  them,  and  i 


„.™™„,^- 

them  obaerv^  made  practice  of  the  crviliua  ^ 

were  expected  fhim  ■'•-  — mdant  nf  a  lie aa 

Her  deineaflour  in  general  waa  that  of  a  grayb 
in  the  lispt.  ready  to  atari  up  every  aiomau-i-' 
was  only  wiihhdd  by  the  rBcolleciion  thai  ^ 
ask  for  that  which  die  had  (ar  mora  mind  lo  hi 


Oiher  poiata  of  e 

reiij-ed.    The  waiti 
ccramonioudy  i: 


nundtoh^M' 

waa  o^^tKTifaa  alieDdu  W 

K  dsnuet  often  mingled  coe«- 

-conversation,  and  oxdd  bm  b4 

a  by  her  ChriaiiBn  name  at  A^ 


ANNS  OF  QBIBRSTBIN. 


and,  in  defiance  of  all  deoonim,  addraesed  her.  ae 
wm  as  Philipaoii,  with  the  pronoun  fftou^  which  then, 
B8  well  as  now,  was  a  dreadful  soledsm  in  German 
politeness.  Her  blunders  were  wo  far  fortunate,  that 
9y  furnishinc  the  young^lady  aod  Arthur  with  a  topic 
foreign  to  the  peculiarities  of  their  own  situation, 
they  enabled  them  to  withdraw  their  attentions  from 
Its  embarrassments,  and  to  exchange  smiles  at  poor 
Annette's  expense.  She  was  not  long  of  perceiving 
this,  and  hau  nettled,  half  availing  nevself  of  the 
ftpplogy  to  speak  her  mind,  said,  with  considerable 
Bpirit,  ^  You  have  both  been  very  merry,  forsooth,  at 
nay  expense,  and  all  because  I  wished  rather  to  rise 
and  seek  what  X  wantedf  than  wait  till  the  poor  fel- 
low, who  was  kept  trottinjif  between  the  board  and 
btmuReu  found  leisure  to  bnng  it  to  me.  Tou  laugh 
■t  xne  now,  because  1  call  vou  bv  your  names,  as  they 
vrera  given  to  you  in  the  blessed  courch  at  your  chris- 
tening ;  and  because  I  say  to  you  ffue  and  thou^  ad- 
Iresaing  my  Jnncker  and  my  Vungfrau  as  I  would 
do  if  I  were  on  my  knees  praying  to  Heaven.  But 
for  all  your  new  world  fancies,  I  can  tell  you,  you  are 
but  a  counle  of  children,  who  do  not  know  your 
own  minds,  and  are  jesting  away  the  only  leisure 

K'yen  you  to  provide  for  your  own  happiness.    Nsy. 
own  not^y  sweet  Mistress  Baroness ;  I  have  looked 
at  Mount  Pilatre  too  often,  to  fear  a  gloomy  brow." 

**  Peace,  Annette,"  said  her  mistress,  "or  quit  the 
fooin." 

*'  Were  I  not  more  your  friend  than  I  am  my  own." 
said  the  headstrong  and  undaunted  Annetta  "I 
would  omt  the  room,  and  the  castle  to  boot^  and  leave 
you  to  hold  your  house  here,  with  your  amiable  sene- 
schal. Ital  Schreckenwald." 

"  u  not  for  love  yet  for  shame,  for  charity,  be  silent, 
or  leave  the  room." 

**  Kay,"  said  Annette,  "  my  bolt  is  shot,  and  I  have 
bat  hinted  at  what  all  upon  ueierstein  Green  ssid,  the 
night  when  the  bow  of  Buttisholz  was  bended.  You 
know  what  the  old  saw  says" 

'*  Peace !  peace,  for  Heaven's  sake,  or  I  must  needs 
fly  !'*  said  the  voung  Baroness. 

**  Nay,  ihen?*  said  Annette,  considerably  changing 
her  tone,  as  if  afraid  that  her  mistress  shoQid  actually 
retire,  "if  you  must  fly,  necessity  must  have  its 
course.  I  know  no  one  who  can  follow.  This  mis- 
trees  of  mine,  SiKnior  Arthur,  would  require  for  her 
attendant,  not  a  homely  girl  of  flesh  and  blood  like 
Diyaeli^  but  a  waiting  woman  with  substance  com- 
posed of  gossamer,  and  breath  supplied  by  the  spirit 
of  ether.  Would  you  believe  it— It  is  seriously  held 
by  many,  that  she  partakes  of  the  race  of  spirits  of  the 
oementi^  which  makes  her  so  much  more  bashfrd 
than  maidens  of  this  every-day  world." 

Anne  of  Qeierstein  seemed  rather  glad  to  lead 
awar  the  conversation  from  the  turn  which  her  way- 
ward maiden  had  given  to  it.  and  lo  turn  it  on  more 
indifferent  subjects,  though  these  were  still  personal 
fo  herself. 

"  Signior  Arthur,"  she  said,  "  thinks,  perhaps,  hs 
haa  some  room  to  nourish  some  such  strange  suspi- 
don  as  your  beedleas  folly  expresses,  and  some  fools 
believe,  ooth  in  Germany  and  Switxeriand.  Confess, 
Silver  Arthur,  you  thought  strangely  of  me  when  I 
paased  your  guard  upon  the  bridge  of  Grafls-lust,  on 
the  night  last  past." 

The  recollection  of  the  circumstances  which  had 
so  greatly  surprised  him  at  the  time,  so  startled  Ar- 
thur, that  it  was  with  some  difficulty  he  commanded 
himselii  so  ss  to  attempt  an  answer  at  all ;  and  what 
he  did.asy  on  the  occaaion  was  broken  and  uncon- 
nected. 

**  I  did  hear,  I  own— that  is,  Rudolph  Donnerhugel 
reported— But  that  I  believed  that  you,  gentle  lady, 

were  other  than  a  Christian  maiden  

''Nay,  if  Rudolph  were  the  reporter,"  said  Annette, 
**  you  would  hear  the  worst  of  my  lady  and  her  line- 
age, that  is  certain.  He  is  one  or  those  prudent  per- 
sonages who  depreciate  and  find  fault  with  the  goods 
he  has  thoughts  of  purchasing,  in  order  to  deter  other 
oflferers.  Yes,  he  told  you  a  fine  goblin  story,  I  war- 
rant you,  of  my  )ady|s  grandmother ;  and  truly,  it  so 
happeneo*  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  gave,  I 
dftxe  say  some  colour  in  your  eyes  to'' 


"Not  so,  Annette,"  answered  Arthurs  whatever 
might  be  sod  of  your  lady  that  sounded  uncouth  and 
strange,  fell  to  the  ground  as  incredible." 

"Not  quite  so  much  so,  I  fancy,"  interrupted  An- 
nette, without  heeding  sign  or  frown.  "I  strongly 
suspect  I  should  have  had  much  more  trouble  in  drag- 
ing  you  hither  to  this  castle,  had  you  known  you 
were  approaching  the  haunt  of  the  Nymph  of  the 
Fire,  the  Salamander,  as  they  call  her,  not  to  mention 
the  ahock.of  Main  seeing  the  descendant  of  that 
Maiden  of  the  Fiery  ManUe." 

"Peaoa  once  more,  Annette,"  said  her  mistress) 
"  since  Fate  has  occasioned  this  meeting,  let  us  not 
neglect  the  opportunity  to  disabuse  our  English  frieod* 
of  the  absnra  report  he  has  listened  to  with  doubt 
and  wonder  perhaps,  but  not  with  absolute  incredu- 
lity. 

'*  Signior  Arthur  Philipson,"  she  proceeded,  "  it  is 
true  my  grandfather,  by  the  mother's  side.  Baron 
Herman  of  Amhheim,  was  a  man  of  great  knowledge 
in  abstruse  sciences.  He  was  also  a  presiding  Judge 
of  a  tribunal  of  which  you  must  have  heard,  called 
the  Holy  Vehme.  One  night  a  stranger,  closely  pur- 
sued by  the  agents  of  that  body,  which  (crossing  her- 
self) it  is  not  safe  even  to  name,  arrived  at  the  castle 
and  craved  his  protection,  and  the  rights  of  hospi- 
tality. My  grandfather,  finding  the  advance  which 
the  stranger  had  made  to  the  rank  of  Adept,  gave 
him  his  protection,  and  became  bail  to  deliver  him  to 
answer  the  charge  against  him,  for  a  year  and  a  day, 
which  delay  he  was,  it  seems,  entitled  to  require  on 
his  behal£  They  studied  together  during  that  term, 
and  pushed  their  researches  into  the  mysteries  of  na- 
ture, as  far,  in  all  probability,  as  men  have  the  power 
of  urging  them.  When  the  fatal  day  drew  mgh  on 
which  the  guest  must  part  from  his  host,  he  asked 
permission  to  bring  his  daughter  to  the  castle,  that 
they  might  exchange  a  last  farewelL  She  was  in- 
trodaoed  with  much  secrecy,  and  after  some  days, 
finding  that  her  father's  fate  was  so  uncertain,  the 
Baron  with  the  sage's  consent,  agreed  to  give  the 
forlorn  maiden  refige  in  his  castle,  hoping  to.obtain 
from  her  some  additional  information  concerning  the 
languages  and  the  wisdom  of  the  Easu  Danniaciie- 
mend,  her  father,  left  this  castle,  to  go  to  render  him- 
self up  to  the  Vehme-gericht  at  Fulda.  The  result 
is  unknown ;  perhaps  he  was  saved  by  Baron  Am- 
heim's  testimony,  perhaps  he  was  given  up  to  the 
steel  and  the  cord.  On  such  matters,  who  dare  sp^l 

"  The  fair  Persian  became  the  wife  of  her  guardian 
and  protector.  Amid  many  excellences,  she  pad  one 
peculiarity  allied  to  imprudence.  She  availed  herself 
of  her  foreign  dress  and  manners,  as  well  as  of  a 
beauty^  which  was  said  to  have  been  marvellous,  ami 
an  Bguity  seldom  equalled,  to  impose  uiwn  and  terrinr 
the  Ignorant  German  ladies,  who,  heanng  her  spjnk 
Persun  and  Arabic,  were  already  disposed  to  consider 
her  as  over  closely  connected  with  unlawful  arta 
She  was  of  a  fancunl  and  imaginative  disposition,  and 
delighted  to  pjace  herself  in  such  colours  and  circum- 
stanoes  as  might  confirm  their  most  ridiculous  suspi- 
cions, which  she  oo  isidered  only  as  mattn-  of  sport 
There  was  no  end  to  the  stones  to  which  she  nve 
rise.  Her  first  appearance  in  the  castle  was  sam  to 
be  highly  picturesqueeand  to  have  inferred  someUung 
of  the  marvellous.  With  the  levity  of  a  chjld,  aba 
had  some  childish  passions,  and  while  she  encou- 
raged the  growth  and  circulation  of  the  moat  ez- 
traordioary  legends  amongst  aome  of  the  neighbour' 
hood,  she  entered  into  disputes  with  persons  of  her 
own  quality  concerning  rank  and  preoedencs^  on 
which  the  ladies  of  Westphalia  have  at  all  times  sat 
great  store.  This  cost  her  her  life;  for,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  christening  of  my  poor  mother;  the 
Baroness  of  Amheim  died  suddenly,  even  while  a 
splendid  company  was  assembled  in  the  castle  chapel 
to  witness  the  ceremony.  It  was  believed  that  she 
died  of  poison,  administersd  by  the  Baroness  Stsin- 
feldt,  with  whom  she  was  engaoed  m  a  bitter  quarrel, 
entered  into  chiefly  on  behalf  or  her  insnd  and  com- 
panion, the  Countess  Waldstetten."       .  , ,. 

"And  the  opal  gem 7— and  tha  sprmkling  with 
water  7"  saki  Arthur  Philipsoo. 

"Ahr  replied  the  youqg  BanNMtff,  "I  iM  yo« 


M 


ANNE  OP  GEtERSTElN. 


iCmA9.  xzn. 


t 

1 


dean  to  hear  the  real  truth  of  my  famtly  history,  of 
which  you  have  yet  learned  only  the  romantic  legends 
The  sprinkling  oi  water  was  neceasanly  had  recoursjB 
to.  on  my  ancestresr  s  first  swoon.  As  for  the  opal, 
I  heaid  that  it  did  indeed  grow  pale,  but  only  because 
it  is  said  to  be  the  nature  of  that  noble  gem,  on  the 
approach  of  poison.  Some  part  of  the  qiiarrel  with 
the  Baroness  Steinfeldt  was  about  the  nght  of  the 
Persian  maiden  to  wear  this  stone,  which  an  ancestor 
of  my  family  won  in  baule  from  the  Soldan  of  Tre- 
bizond.  All  these  things  were  confused  in  popular 
tradition,  and  the  real  facts  turned  into  a  fainr  tale.' 

"  But  you  have  said  nothing,"  suggested  Arthur 
Philipson,  "on— on" 

"On  what  7"  said  his  hostess. 

"  On  your  appearance  last  night." 

"Is  itpossible,"  said  she,  "that  a  man  of  sense, 
and  an  englishman,  cannot  guess  at  the  ezplanauon 
which  1  have  to  give,  though  not,  perhaos,  very  dis- 
tinctly 7  My  father,  you  are  aware,  has  been  a  busy 
man  m  a  disturbed  country,  and  has  incurred  the 
hatred  of  m^ny  powerful  persons.  He  is,  therefore, 
obliged  to  move  in  secret,  and  avoid  unnecessaiy 
observation.  He  was,  besides,  averse  to  meet  hu 
brother,  the  Landamman.  I  was  therefore,  told,  on 
our  entering  Grermany,  that  I  was  to  expect  a  signal 
where  and  when  to  jom  him,— the  token  was  to  oe  a 
small  crucifix  of  bronze,  which  had  l^longed  to  my 
poor  mother.  In  my  apartment  at  Grafis-lust  I  found 
the  token,  with  a  note  fi-om  my  father,  making  me 
acquainted  with  a  secret  passage  proper  to  such 
places,  which,  though  it  had  the  appearance  of  being 
blocked  up^  was  in  fact  very  slightly  barricaded.  By 
this  I  was  instructed  to  pass  to  the  gata  make  my 
escape  into  the  woods,  and  meet  my  father  at  a 
place  appointed  there." 

"A  wud  and  perilous  adventure,"  said  Arthur. 

"  I  have  never  been  so  much  shocked,"  continued 
the  maiden,  "as  at  receiving  this  summons  com- 
pelling me  to  steal  away  from  m  v  kind  and  afiection- 
ate  oncle^  and  go  I  knew  not  whither.  Yet  compli- 
ance was  absolutely  necessary.  The  place  of  meeting 
was  plainly  pointed  out  A  midnight  walk^  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  protection,  was  to  me  a  tnnejbut 
the  precaution  of  posting  sentinels  at  the  gate  might 
have  interfered  with  my  purpose,  had  I  not  mentioned 
it  to  some  of  my  elder  cousms,  the  Biedermans,  who 
readily  agreed  to  let  me  pass  and  repass  unquestioned. 
But  you  know  my  cousins;  honest  and  kind-hearted, 
they  are  of  a  rude  way  of  thinking,  and  as  incapable 
of  feeling  a  generous  delicacy  as— some  other  per- 
sons."— (Here  there  was  a  glance  towards  Annette 
Veilcheiv) — "Thev  exacted  nom  me.  that  I  should 
conceal  myself  ana  my  purpose  from  Sigismund ;  and 
as  they  are  alwasrs  making  sport  with  the  simple 
youth,  they  insisted  that  I  should  pass  him  in  such 
a  manner  as  mi£[ht  induce  him  to  believe  that  I  was 
a  spiritual  apparition,  and  out  of  his  terrore  for  su- 
pernatural beings,  they  expected  to  have  much 
amusement  I  was  obliged  to  secure  their  connivance 
at  my  escape  on  their  own  terms;  and^  indeed,  I  was 
too  much  grieved  at  the  prospect  of  quittinjs  my  kind 
uncle,  to  think  much  of  any  thing  else.  Yet  my  sur- 
prise was  considerable^  when,  contrary  to  expecta- 
tion, I  foundyou  on  the  bridges  sentinel,  instead  of 
my  cousin  Sigismund.  Your  own  ideas  I  ask  not 
for." 

"They  were  those  of  a  fool,"  said  Arthu^  "of  a 
thnoe-sodden  fooL    Had  I  been  aught  else,  I  would 

have  offered  my  escort    My  sword" 

I  could  not  have  acci^ted  your  protecdon,"  said 
Anne,  calmly.  "My  mission  was  m  every  respect 
a  secret  one.  I  met  my  father— some  intercourse  had 
taken  place  betwixt  him  and  Rudolph  Donnerhugel, 
which  induced  him  to  alter  his  purpose  of  carrying 
me  away  with  him  last  night  I  joined  him.  how- 
ever, early  this  momix;^  while  Annette  acted  for  a 
lime  nay  i^rt  amongst  the  Swiss  pilgrims.  My  father 
desired  that  it  should  not  be  known  when  or  with 
whom  I  left  my  uncle  and  his  escort.  I  need  scarce 
remind  you,  that  I  saw  you  in  the  dungeon." 

"You  were  the  preserver  of  my  iifiB,"  said  the 
vouthj--"  the  restorer  of  my  Uberty.^* 

Am.  me  not  the  reason  of  my  silenoe.    I  was 


then  acting  under  the  age&cy  ofothOT,  iM_. 

mine  own.  Your  escape  was  effected, jn  orJg  is 
establish  a  communication  betwixt  tl»  Swus  wim- 
out  the  fortress  and  the  soldiers  wUbm.  Alter  At 
alarm  at  La  Ferette,  I  learned  nom  Stgmasm 
Biederman  that  a  party  of  banditti  were  vnxmg 
your  fiither  and  you,  with  a  view  to  pmage  and  wo- 
bery.  My  father  had  furnished  mc  with  the  m«i 
of  changmg  Anne  of  Geiermein  into  a  ^mn 
maiden  of  quaUty.  I  set  out  mytaptly^  and  idsd  I 
am  to  have  given  you  a  hint  which  nupit  nee  yn 
from  danger/'       ^,,      .,  .    . 

"  But  my  fatherl"  said  Arthur.     .         „      .     -^. 

"I  have  every  reason  to  hope  he  is  wcu and  stf^ 
answered  the  young  lady.  "  More  than  1  were  e« 
to  protect  both  you  and  him — poor  SigBmsat 
amongst  the  first— And  now,  my  frieo<L  these  m|s 
teries  explained,  it  is  time  we  part,  and  lor  evg. 

"Parti— and  for  evcrl"  repeated  the  7ouita,mi 
voice  like  a  dying  echo. 

"It  is  our  fate,"  said  the  maiden.  ''I  apP«il  li 
you  if  it  is  not  your  duty— I  tell  you  it  is  mine.  Tot 
will  depart  with  early  dawn  to  Straabors— aad  end 
—we  never  meet  again."  ,  .  .    ,  , - 

With  an  ardour  of  passion  which  he  coon  as 
repress,  Arthur  Philipson  threw  himaelf  at  the  fas 
of^the  maiden,  whose  faltering  tone  had  clesnyii' 
pressed  that  she  felt  deeply  m  uttennii  the  wem. 
She  looked  round  for  AnnettcL  hot  Annstie  bsi 
disappeared  at  this  most  critical  momeot;  andke 
mistress  for  a  second  or  two  waa  not  pcrb^ia  ssb) 
for  her  absence. 

Rise,"  she  said,  "  Arthai--riae.    Yo«i 


give  wav  to  feeUngs  that  might  be  fat^  to 
and  roe. 

"  Hear  me,  lady^  b<efore  I  bid  you  adieo,  aad  k 
ever— the  word  of  a  criminal  is  heard,  thoogh  h 
plead  the  woret  cause— I  am  a  belted  knimt,  andv 
son  and  heir  of  an  Earl,  whose  name  haa  been  ^mti 
throughout  England  and  France,  and  whcRver  n- 
lonr  has  had  fame." 

"Alas!"  sakl  sh^  fiuntly,  "I  have  but  too  Inc 
suspected, what  you  now  tell  me — ^Rise,  I  pnj  W 
rise."        ^ 

"Never  till  you  hear  me,"  said  the  yontk  aoH 
one  of  her  hands,  which  trembled,  but  hanuy  «•■■ 
be  said  to  struggle  in  his  srasp. — "Hear  meT  ^ 


^  .*»««  w  struggle  in  his  srasp.  ^^^^  .»«,  - 
said,  with  the  enthusiasm  of  first  Iots^  when  theeb- 
staclesof  bashfulness  and  difiidence  are  anrimwaisl. 
—"My  father  and  I  are— I  acknowlec^  it— boorf  « 
a  most  hazardous  and  doubtlol  ezpeditioo.  Yoa  «£ 
very  soon  learn  its  issue  for  good  or  bad.  KitsaocBii 
you  shall  hear  of  me  in  my  own  character— If  I  hfi.1 
must— I  will— I  do  claim  a  tear  from  Anne  of  Gc^ 
stdn.  If  I  escape,  I  have  yet  a  horse,  a  lance,  sad  • 
sword :  and  yon  shall  hear  nobly  of  nim  whom  fss 
have  thrice  protected  from  imminent  danger.'* 

"Arise— aris&"  repeated  the  maiden^  wtiose  MM 
began  to  flow  fast,  as,  stniagliiu;  to  raise  her  b«K 
they  fell  thick  upon  his  hcaoand  face.  **  1  have  hesa 
enough— to  listen  to  more  wen  indeed  madneai,  beik 
for  you  and  myself." 

"Yet  one  single  word,"  added  the  youth;  "atii 
Arthur  has  a  heart  it  beats  for  you— wnDe  Araorcsi 
wield  an  arm,  it  strikes  for  yon,  and  in  your  csosa-'a 

Annette  now  rushed  into  the  room. 

"Away,  a  wav!"  she  cried — ^'*  Schreckenwald  hm 
returned  from  the  village  with  some  honible  tiAaia 
and  I  fear  me  he  comes  this  way." 

Arthur  had  started  to  his  feet  at  the  first  vgosl  d 
alarm.  > 

"  If  there  is  danger  near  voor  lady.  AniMCfe,  tbst  a 
at  least  one  faithful  friend  by  her  auie." 

Annette  looked  anxioasly  at  her  nustrssa 

"  But  Schreckenwald."  she  sakl—"  SchreckflOwiU. 
your  father's  steward— his  coofidant—O^  tluak  bear 
of  it— I  can  hide  Arthur  aomewherei^" 

The  noble-minded  girl  had  already  reanned  hm 
composure,  and  repUed  with  dignity.— "I  havedaai 
nothing,"  she  said.  ^*  to  ofiend  my  father.  If  Sdn^ 
eowald  be  my  father's  steward,  he  is  my  vaanlr  t 
hide  no  guest  to  conciliate  him.  Sit  down,"  (f  ^^-^ 
ing  Arthur,) "  and  let  us  receive  this  man.— 1~ 
him  instantly,  Aimette^  and  let  us  hear  hii 
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aad  bid  him  nneiober,  thtt  wlien  ha  vsokB  to  me 
be  addreaaoa  his  mistreas." 

Arthur  resomed  hie  eeat,  atiU  more  proad  of  hie 
oboice  from  the  noble  and  fearleea  spirit  diaplayed  by 
one  who  had  so  lately  sfaown  heraeu  eeDsiole  to  the 
gentlest  feelinga  of  the  female  sex. 

Annette,  assuming  courage  from  her  mistress's 
danntless  demeanour,  clapped  her  hands  tpi;ether  as 
she  left  the  room,  saying  but  in  a  low  voice,  "  I  see 
that  silter  all  it  ie  aomethine  to  be  a  Baroness,  if  one 
Qsn  assert  her  dignity  coniormingly.  How  oould  I 
be  so  much  frightened  for  tbie  rude  man !" 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 
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fat  thar  «y  tpif iit  do)  at  miciniirht,  have 
In  tham  a  wilder  nature,  than  the  bttMoea 
That  eeeka  despatch  by  i^y.—Hatrf  FIJI.  Act  V 

Tsn  approach  of  the  steward  was  now  boldly  ez- 
pested  by  the  little  party.  Arthur,  flattered  at  once 
sad  elevated  by  the  firmness  which  Anne  had  shown 
when  this  person's  arrival  was  announced,  hastily 
considered  toe  part  which  he  was  to  act  in  the  ap- 
proaching scene,  and  prudently  determined  to  avoid 
sU  active  and  personal  interference,  till  he  should 
pbasrve  from  the  demeanour  of  Anne,  that  such  was 
hkeir  to  be  useful  or  agreeable  to  her.  He  resumed 
his  place,  therefore,  at  a  distant  part  of  the  board,  on 
whkfa  their  meal  had  been  lately  spread,  and  re- 
nained  there,  determined  to  act  in  tne  manner  Anne's 
bshaviour  ehoold  suggest  as  most  prudent  and  fitting, 
-"-veiling,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  acute  internal 
aiBiety,  bv  an  appearance  of  that  deferential  com- 
poNMire,  which  one  of  inferior  rank  adopts  when  ad- 
mitted to  the  presence  of  a  superior.  Anne,  on  her 
part,  seemed  to  prepare  herself  for  an  interview  of 
mtcreet.  An  air  of  conscious  dignity  succeeded  the 
extteme  agitation  which  she  had  so  lately  displayed, 
and.  buaying  herself  with  some  articles  of  female 
won,  she  alio  seemed  to  expect  with  tranquillity  the 
▼iott,  to  which  her  attendant  was  disposed  to  attach 
00  much  alarm. 

A  step  was  heard  upon  the  stair,  hurried  and  un- 
opial,  as  thot  of  some  one  in  contusion  as  well  as 
hosts;  the  door  flew  open,  and  Ital  Schreckenwald 
eofeered. 

This  person,  with  whom  the  details  given  to  the 
oldsr  Pbtlipaon  by  the  Lendamman  Biederman  have 
made  the  reader  in  some  degree  acquainted,  was  a 
ttli,  weJUraade,  soldierly-looking  man.  His  dress, 
like  that  of  persons  of  rank  at  the  period  in  Germany, 
was  more  varied  in  colour,  more  cut  and  ornamented, 
stashed  and  jagged,  than  the  habit  worn  in  France 
and  England.  The  never-failing  hawk's  feather 
dsoked  ms  cap,  secured  with  a  medal  of  gold,  which 
ed  as  a  clasp.    His  doublet  was  of  bidf,  for  de- 


ftnce,  but  Urid  cwun,  as  it  wss  called  in  the  tailors 
erafi,  with  rich  lace  on  each  seam,  and  displaying  on 
the  breast  a  golden  chain,  the  emblem  of  bis  rank  in 
the  Baron's  nousehold.  He  entered  with  rather  a 
hasty  Step,  and  busy  snd  oflended  look,  and  said, 
•omewhat  nidely,—*'  Why,  how  now.  young  lady- 
wherefore  this?  Strangers  in  the  castle  at  this  pe- 
riod of  night  ?" 

Anne  of  Geierstein,  though  she  had  been  long  ab- 
•ent  from  her  native  country,  was  not  ignorant  of  its 
habits  and  customs,  and  knew  the  haughty  manner 
in  which  all  who  were  noble  exerted  their  authority 
over  their  dependents.  ,    , «  ,_     .  ,. 

"  Are  you  a  vassal  of  Amheim,  Ital  Schreckenwald, 
and  do  yoa  spesk  to  the  Lady  of  Arnheim  in  her  own 
castle  with  an  elevated  voice,  a  saucy  look,  and  bon- 
neted withal  1  Know  your  place :  and,  when  you  have 
demanded  pardon  for  your  insolence  and  told  your 
errand  in  such  terms  as  befit  your  condition  and  mine, 
I  may  listen  to  what  you  have  to  ssy." 

Scnreckenwald's  hand,  in  spite  of  him,  stole  to  his 
bonnet,  and  uncovered  his  haughty  brow. 

J'  Noble  lady,"  he  said,  in  a  somewhat  milder  tone, 
'Uxcuae  me  it  my  haste  be  unmannerly,  but  the  alarm 
ia  instant.  The  soUiery  of  the  Rhin-irave  have  mu- 
tiiuedv  pii^cked  down  the  bonners  of  their  master,  and 
act  no  an  independent  ensign,  which  they  call  the 
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pennon  of  St.  Nicbolaai  under  whidi  they  declare  that 
they  wilt  maintain  peace  with  God,  and  war  with  all 
the  world.  This  castle  cannot  escape  them,  when 
they  consider  that  the  first  course  to  maintain  them- 
selves, muat  be  to  take  possession  of  some  place  of 
strength.  You  must  up  then,  and  ride  with  the  very 
peep  of  dawn.  For  the  present,  they  are  busy  with 
the  wine-skins  of  the  peasants,  but  when  they  wako 
in  the  morning,  they  will  unoucstionably  march  nither; 
and  you  may  chance  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  those 
who  will  think  of  the  terrors  of  the  castle  of  Arnheim 
as  the  figments  of  a  fairy-tale,  and  laugh  at  ita  mi»- 
trese's  pretensions  to  honour  and  respect." 

"Is  it  impossible  to  make  resistance?  ,Tbe  castle 
is  strong,"  said  the  young  lady,  "and  I  am  unwilling 
to  leave  the  house  of  my  fathere  without  attempting 
souiewhat  in  our  defence." 

"  Five  hundred  men,"  said  SchreckenwalcL  "might 
garrison  .Arnheim,  battlement  and  tower.  With  a  leas 
number  it  were  madness  to  attempt  to  keep  such  an 
extent  of  walls ;  and  how  to  get  twenty  soldiers  to- 
gether, I  am  sure  I  know  not— So,  having  now  the 
truth  of  the  story,  let  me  beseech  you  to  dismiss  this 
guest,~too  young.  I  think,  to  be  the  innnate  of  a  lady's 
bower,— and  I  will  point  to  him  the  nighest  way  out 
of  the  castle;  for  this  is  a  strait  in  whicn  we  must  all 
be  contented  with  looking  to  our  own  safety." 

"And  whither  is  it  that  you  propose  to  go?"  said 
the  Baroness,  continuing  to  maintain,  in  respeot  to 
Ital  Schreckenwald,  the  complete  and  calm  assertion 
of  absc^ute  superiority,  to  which  the  seneschal  gave 
way  with  such  marks  of  impatience,  as  a  fiery  steed 
exhibits  under  the  management  of  a  complete  ca- 
valier. 

"To  Strasburg,  I  propose  to  go,— that  is,  if  it  so 
please  you,— with  such  slight  escort  as  I  can  get  hastily 
together  by  daybreak.  I  trust  we  may  escape  being 
observed  by  the  mutineers ;  or.  if  we  fall  in  with  ft 
party  of  stragglers,  I  apprehend  but  little  difidculty  in 
forcing  my  way." 

"And  wneretore  do  you  prefer  Strasburg  as  a  place 
of  asylum?" 

"  Because  I  trust  we  shall  there  meet  your  ok- 
ceilency's  father,  the  noble  Count  Albert  of  OeiM>- 
stein." 

"It  is  well,"  said  the  young  lady.— "You  also,  I 
think,  Signior  Philipson,  spoke  of  directing  your 
coarse  to  Strasburg.  If  it  consist  with  your  conve- 
nience, you  may  avail  yourself  of  the  protection  of  my 
escort  aa  far  as  that  city,  where  you  expect  to  meet 
your  father." 

It  will  rvadily  be  believed,  that  Arthur  cheerfully 
bowed  assent  to  a  proposal  wnich  was  to  prolong  their 
remaining  in  society  together ;  and  might  possibly,  aa 
his  romantic  imagination  suggested,  anbrd  him  an  op- 
portunity on  a  rood  beoet  witndangers,  to  render  some 
service  of  importance. 

Ital  Schreckenwald  attempted  to  remonstrate. 

"Lady !— lady !"— he  said  with  some  marks  of  ina- 
petience. 

"Take  breath  and  leisure,  Schreckenwald,"  said 
Anne,  "  and  you  will  be  mora  able  to  express  yourseu 
with  distinctness,  and  with  respectful  propriety." 

The  impatient  vassal  muttered  an  oath  betwixt  his 
teeih,  and  answered  with  forced  civility,—"  Permit  me 
to  state,  that  our  case  requires  we  should  charge  our- 
selves with  the  care  of  no  one  but  you.  We  shall  be 
few  enough  for  your  defence,  and  I  cannot  permit  any 
stranger  to  travel  with  us." 

"IV'  said  Arthur,  "I  conceived  that  I  was  to  be  a 
useless  encumbrance  on  the  retreat  of  this  noble 
young  lady,  worlds,  Sir  Squire,  would  not  induce  ma 
to  accept  her  oflTer.  But  I  am  neither  child  nor  woman 
—I  am  a  full-grown  man,  and  ready  to  show  soch 
good  service  as  manhood  may  in  defence  of  your 

'uf  we  must  not  challenge  your  valour  and  ability, 
young  sir,"  said  Schreckenwald,  "  who  shall  answer 
for  your  fidelity  ?"  ....       ,.      «     ,. 

"  To  questbn  that  elsewhere,"  said  Arthur,  might 
be  dangerous."  ,  ,  ,  ,,__    ^ 

But  Anne  interfered  between  them.  We  mnst 
straight  to  rest,  and  remain  prompt  for  alarm«  perhaps 
even  before  the  hour  of  dawn.    Schrsekenwald,  I 
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ttustto  Toor  earefiir  doe  watch  and  ward. — ^Tou  liaTe 
men  enough  at  least  for  that  porpoee.— And  hear  and 
mark^It  le  my  desire  and  command,  that  this  gentle- 
man be  accommodated  with  lodgings  here  lor  this 
night,  and  that  be  travel  with  us  to-monow.  For 
this  I  will  be  responsible  to  my  father,  and  your  part 
is  only  to  obey  my  commands.  I  have  long  nad 
occasion  to  know  both  the  young  roan*s  father  and 
himseU;  who  were  ancient  guests  of  my  uncle,  the 
Landamman.  On  the  journey  you  will  keep  the  youth 
beads  you,  and  use  such  courtesy  to  him  as  your  rug- 
ged temper  will  permit." 

Ital  Schrecken  wald  intimated  his  acquiesoenoe  with 
a  look  of  bitterness,  which  it  were  vain  to  attempt 
to  describe.  It  expressed  apite^  mortification,  hum- 
bled pnde,  and  reluctant  submission.  He  did  sub- 
mit, however,  and  ushered  young  Philipson  into  a 
decent  apartment  with  a  bed,  which  the  &tigue  and 
agitation  of  the  preceding  day  rendered  very  accept- 
able. 

Notwithstanding  the  aidour  with  which  Arthur 
expected  the  rise  of  the  next  dawn,  his  deep  repose, 
the  firuit  of  TaagusL  held  him  until  the  reddening 
of  the  east,  when  the  voice  of  Schreckenwald  ex- 
claimed. "iTp,  Sir  Englishman,  if  you  mean  to  ac- 
complish vour  b<msl  of  loyal  service.  It  is  time  we 
were  in  the  saddle,  and  we  shsll  tarry  for  no  slug- 
gards." 

Arthur  was  on  the  floor  of  the  apartment,  and 
dressed,  in  almost  an  instant,  not  forgetting  to  put  on 
his  shirt  of  mail,  and  assume  whatever  weapons 
seemed  most  fit  to  render  him  an  efficient  part  of  the 
eonvojr.  He  next  hastened  to  seek  out  the  stable,  to 
have  his  horse  in  readiness ;  and  descending  for  that 
puipose  into  the  under  story  of  the  lower  mass  of 
buifdinss,  he  was  wandering  in  search  of  the  way 
which  Ted  to  the  offices,  when  the  voice  of  Annette 
Veilchen  softl  v  whispered.  "  This  way,  Signior  Pbi- 
Upson ;  I  would  ^peak  with  you." 

The,  Swiss  maiden,  at  the  same  time,  beckoned 
him  him  a  small  room,  where  he  found  her  alone. 

"Were  you  not  surprised"  she  said,  "to  see  my 
lady  queen  it  so  over  Ital  Schreckenwald,  who  keeps 
every  other  person  in  awe  with  his  stem  looks  and 
cross  words  1  But  the  air  of  command  seems  so  na- 
tural to  her,  that,  instead  of  being  a  baronesa  she 
might  have  been  an  empress.  It  must  come  of  birth, 
I  think,  after  all,  for  I  tried  last  ni^t  to  take  state 
upon  me,  after  the  fashion  of  my  mistress,  and,  would 
you  think  it,  the  brute  Schreckenwald  threatened  to 
throw  me  out  of  the  window  1  But  if  ever  I  see  Mar- 
tin Sprenger  again,  I'll  know  if  there  is  strength  in  a 
Swiss  arm,  and  virtue  in  a  SMnsaquarter-sti^— But 
here  I  stand  prating,  and  my  lady  wishes  to  see  you 
for  a  minute  ere  we  take  to  horse." 

"  Your  lady  f  said  Arthur,  starting  "  why  did  you 
lose  an  instant?— why  not  tell  me  before T' 

"  Because  I  was  only  to  keep  you  here  till  she  came, 
and— here  she  is."  « 

Aime  of  Geieretein  entered^  fiilly  attired  for  her 
journey.  Annette,  always  wiUing  to  do  as  she  would 
wish  to  bo  done  by,  was  about  to  leave  the  apart- 
ment, when  her  mistress,  who  had. apparently  made 
up  her  mind  concerning  what  she  had  to  do  or  say, 
commanded  her  positively  to  remain. 
.  "I  am  sure,"  she  said,  " Signior  Philipson  will 
nghtly  undentand  the  feeUngs  of  hospitahty— I  will 
say  of  friendship— which  prsvented  my  suffering  him  to 
be  expelled  from  my  castle  last  night,  and  which  have 
determined  me  this  morning  to  admit  of  his  company 
on  the  somewhst  dangerous  road  to  Stnsburg.  At 
the  pte  of  that  town  we  part,  I  to  join  my  father;  you 
to  place  yourself  under  the  direction  of  yours.  From 
that  nioment  intercourse  between  us  ends,  and  our 
remembrance  of  each  other  must  be  as  the  thoughts 
which  we  pay  to  fiiends  deceased." 
^^  "Tender  recollections,"  said  Arthur,  pasnonately, 
more  dMr  to  our  bosoms  than  all  we  have  surviviuR 
upon  earth."  " 

..  w^S^  ^  word  in.  that  tone,"  answered  the  maiden. 

With  night  delusion  should  end,  and  reason  awaken 

with  dawning.    One  word  more— Do  not  address  me 

Tezaiions  and  insulting  suspicion,  and  yourself  to 


quamls  and  psriL— FaiewvU,  onr  psity  ii  mif  u 
take  horse." 

She  left  the  apartment,  where  Artlmr  fmuumUm 
a  moment  deeply  bewildered  in  giief  and  diMFpaiM' 
menL    The  patience^  nay,  even  favoor,  with  wbich 
AnneofGeierstein  had,  on  the  ptwiotts  night,  hMeaii 
to  his  passion^  had  not jprapand  bim  for  me  tenetof 
reserve  and  distance  which  abe  now  adopted  tamvk 
him.    He  was  ignorant  that  noble  maiai,  if  flecliiif 
or  pasBon  has  for  a  mooMat  swayed  tbcas  fcoai  Ae 
stnct  path  of  principle  and  daty,  eodeavoor  to  tMt 
foriL  oyinstantlvrBtiniiin6  and  severely  adhen^ii 
the  line  from  which  they  nave  made  a  monottaif 
departure.    He  looked  moumfally  on  Annettt^  «ha 
as  she  had  been  in  the  room  baore  Anne's  inifH 
took  the  privilege  of  remaining  a  minute  after  kr  4* 
parture ;  but  he  read  no  comfint  in  the  glancea  of  Ae 
confidant,  who  seemed  as   much  dtsconeond  m 
himself 

"  I  cannot  imagine  what  hath  bappeaed  to  ks,* 
saidAnnette;  "  to  me  ahe  is  kind  as  ever,  battosMy 
other  person  about  her  abe  |4ays  oouataes  sad  bM»> 
ness  with  a  witness;  and  now  she  is  began  to  tfas- 
nixe  over  her  own  natural  feelings— and— tf  tniki 
mvatnesa,  Annette  Veilchen  tmata  always  to  reBai 
the  pennyless  Swiss  girl ;  she  is  mistress  of  her  o«i 
freedom,  and  at  hberty  to  apeak  with  her  I 

when  she  pleases,  so  as  religion  and  maidsn 

suflfer  nothing  in  the  oonversation.  Oh,  a  suicle< 
twisted  with  content  into  one's  hair,  is  woiin  all  die 
opals  in  Indis,  if  they  bind  us  to  torment  usimIib 
and  other  people,  or  hinder  ua  firom  opfakian  «t 
mind,  when  our  heart  is  upon  oar  longoe.  Bstssia 
fear^  Arthur;  for  if  she  has  the  cruelty  to  think  of  fa- 

Stting  you,  you  msy  rely  on  one  fnend  who,  «tt 
e  has  a  tongue,  aiid  Anne  baa  ears,  wiU  nekif 
impossible  for  her  to  do  so." 

So  saying^  away  tripped  Annette,  baying  fint  isi- 
cated  to  Philipson  the  passage  by  whiefa  he  wodi 
find  the  lower  court  of  the  caatle.  There  fail  md 
stood  ready,  among  about  twenty  others.  Twebeef 
these  were  accoutivd  with  war  saddles,  and  fioate 
of  proof^  being  intended  for  the  use  of  aa  manyai>> 
liers,  or  troopers,  retainera  of  the  fitmily  at  Amim 
whom  the  seneschal's  exertiooa  had  been  able  loori- 
lect  on  the  spur  of  the  oocasioii.  Two  palfiey^ 
what  distinguished  by  thttr  trappings,  were  ' 
for  Anne  of  Geierstein  and  ber  favonrile  CeiBafcii- 
tendant.  The  other  menials,  chiefly  boys  snd  woo* 
servants,  had  inferior  horses.  At  a  signal  mad^  ^ 
troopen  took  their  lances  and  stood  by  their  tfecak 
till  the  females  and  meniala  were  monnled  ani  ii 
order ;  they  then  sprang  into  their  saddles  and  ht^m 
to  move  forward,  slowly  and  with  great  preceoHa 
Schreckenwald  led  the  van,  and  kept  Arthur  PUr 
son  close  beside  him.  Anne  and  her  attendant  see 
m  the  centre  of  the  httle  body,  followed  by  the  m^Ht 
uke  train  of  servants,  while  two  or  three  experisHri 
cavaliere  brought  up  the  rear,  with  strict  oidm  a 
guard  agamst  surprise. 

On  their  being  put  into  motion,  the  first  thivakiA 
suTpnsed  Arthur  was,  thst  the  hones'  hoofs  no  hm 
eent  forth  the  eftiarp  and  ringing  sound  arisiaa  fn" 
the  colhsion  of  iron  and  flint,  and  as  thenoM 
light  increased,  he  could  perceive,  that  the  leM 
and  hoof  of  every  steed, ,  hu  own  indoded,  had  faeei 
carefully  wrapped  around  with  a  safllcientouuiiirtf 
wopl,  to  prevent  the  usual  noise  which  acconMid 
their  moaons.  It  was  a  singular  thing  to  behold  ifce 
pawage.of  the  litde  body  ofcavalry  down  the  wAy 
road  which  led  firom  the  castle,  ooaueoded  witk  tk 
noiae  which  we  are  disposed  to  oonsider  as  ioaani- 
ble  from  the  motions  of  horaeu  the  abeenos  of  vkick 
seemed  to  give  a  peculiar  and  almost  an  anetfWr 
appnranco  to  the  cavalcade. 

They  passed  in  this  manner  the  wiodiK  pa* 
which  led  from  the  castle  of  Amheim  to  theadjMert 
viUago,  which,  as  was  the  ancient  feodal  cnsioiahr 
so  near  the  fortress,  that  its  inhabitants,  when  tm- 
moned  by  their  lord,  could  instantly  repsir  ftr  is 
defence.  But  it  was  at  present  occtmied  by  veiydM* 
ent  inhsbitants,  the  mutinous  soldm  of  the  RbiB- 
grave.  When  the  party  finm  Arahsun 
the  entrance  of  the  village,  Schnckenwi 
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He  then  rods  Ibrwin)  in  pemni'. 

■Bir^  aecoiDpaniad  bjt  Arthur  Philipsoo,  bolh  mov- 
a«inth  ihealmoM  ■mdinm  tod  pnciulion.    The 


"abinui^i-waich  thai 

latfB  iwiwj  would  I  tie . — ,  - 

soul  la  ptolccl  nnder  ptcvitb  wench.— Hall  Ihou 
DMi^  KraaSBT,  whiul  lide  back  and  btinK  Ihein  on— 
thsB  ia  no  aauer.*' 

~  '       '"'JiwaMWlArlfauraihesnike.wlia.ilone 

~    '  a  vUlaga  filled  with  bandilli,  IhauRh 

1  inlci  temporatriniieiiaibllilv,  had  do 

_JeThia«aaBaBvnyconiforn.lile.    The 

■aaad  aang,  which  lonie  reveller  wis 

le  cDi,  aeemed  the  airaial.  fur  a  hundred 
■rt  up  amund  him.   But  in  ilie  sjiscc  of 

.nionlnk  Ibe  naiaeleaa  cDvaltade,  headed 

MlalScbie^eawald,  nnin  joined  taim,  and  iblki  wed 

'    ■      '  T,  obaerving  iho  uimoBi  preCBUlion  not  "> 

.11 ..I  .  t|  ihej reached  ll 


iaibe  alntt  ol 
tbtrwcnlDlk 

«tenn  of  a 


m^mw  BiBKBHa  iqi  am  mrnnine  and  filed,  he  knew 
mt  wallal  nhil  III  fill  mIiiii  reason.  Thsbill.how- 
«*K  atnidi  Anhur's  horse  uodet  him.  and,  oa  the 
—uand  tell,  the  wntinEt  rushed  forward  la  kill  or 

aka  priaoner  ifae  nder. 

"HaMe  on.  haste  on,  men  of  Amhrim  !  care  for 

BihiDS  bm  the  young  lad>''B  eafety,"  eiclsimed  the 

■dar  of  the  band. 
"Star.  1  command  you;— aid 

— "     "d  Anne,  in  a  voi™  ivhieh,  uiualljr  mntle 
made  heord  by  Aoee  around  her, 

■utrald  had  already  spumed  his  borao  for 
0At  hot,  parMTioB  Annea  reluclance  lo  tbllow 
m  m  daahad  bach,  andaeizine  a  horae,  which,  bri- 
Hapd  nddlad,  auiodpicqueud  near  him,  be  threw 

" '-"-a  PhihpBon  i  and  pushins  hia  own 

eiime,  becwiil  iheGngltshnian  and 

t.heraiccd  ihe  latter  to quU  (behold  he  bad 

'      n  inatani  Philipson  was  again 

ifc  a  baltle-nie  whkh  hung  at 
new  Bleed,  he  struck  down  Ihe 
ha  was  endeBTOuring  agsin 
whole  Iroop  Iben  rode  olT  al 
line  alarm  began  to  grow  genenl  in  tl 
sou  anldien  were  seen  coming  e 
•ad  odiera  were  beginning  to 
-      "'    I  Schredienwald  and 

.,  (hey  heard  more  than 

and  when  they  arrivad  upon  the 

■— "iianding  a  yiaw  of  the 

TinR  the  relreal,  hi 
rofhif  Dompanv.  nowbalti 
ly  they  had,  leR  behind  tbei 

T^'^lCf  ""  appear  to  be  any  pursuili    >o  Ihst 
ii  '"""'.^  3™g»ald  foUowed  hia  route  down  the  river, 

■S^  """""" 


'■.3^ 


"To  you 
this  day's  B 


■y  truly,  you  wifi  al: 


sxi; 


'  ihanke  (or  yi 


tdPhiLpaon,  "and 

sprang  from  your  miBiresa's  otderl 

my  fnenii,"  said  Sr.lueckenwald,  laugh- 


'.J'S'L'^r,'^ 


Cv 


vil  hati 


It  I  should  I 


hod  much  scruple  to 
tmooin-racrd  gentlemen  aa 
young  BoroneSflof  Amheim 

Philipaon, 


had  incurred  Ihe  eliel 

"  The  propriety  of  the  aeniimcnl/'  

"Ib  bo  undoubtedly  correct,   thai  I  subacrihe 
even  though  it  is  somcthinR  diBrourteoiisly  eiprenad 
towards  myself." 

In  making  (his  rnily,  the  young  i:  an.  provoked  at 
the  insolence  of  Schreeken wold's  manner,  raised  his 
voice  a  little.  The  circumslance  did  not  escape  ob- 
servoiion,  for,  on  the  instant,  Annette  Veilchen  etood 
belbrc  Ihcm,  with  her  mistress's  commands  on  (hem 
bolh  to  speak  in  whispers,  or  rather  to  be  sltogether 

"  Say  to  your  mialreBS  lha(  I  am  mule,"  said  Phi- 

"  Our  miairesB,  the  Baroness,  says,"  continued 
.Annette,  with  sn  emphaaiB  on  the  tille,  lo  which  she 


afaal 


t  that  you  will  cc 


g  ifae  road  during  the 
t  is  Ihe  BaroneaTs  re- 
ic  exercise  or  your  leeth 
I  that  of  your  longusi 


"My  lady  is  wise,"  answered  Iial  Schreckenwi 
"  and  her  maiden  ia  willy.    1  drink,  Mrs.  ' 
a  cup  of  Ruderiheimer,  lo  Iho  eoniinui 
aaescily,  and  of  your  amiable  livelineai 
Wdl  il  please  you,  fair 

"Out,  thou  German  wine-flask !— Out,  ihouetemsl 
swill-HaBon  'T-Hesnl  y— ' -"—  — '■"— 


BBofdiqMndon. 

0  pledge  ms  in  this 


id  the  German 


id  dined  1" 
le  generous  in^ir»tj 
d  nourish  thy  ™nnc 

{been  allowed  lo  refresh  them- 
again  mounted  their  borsss, 
b  speed,  that  long  before  noon 


°ss: 


11  ig  lui  ii»-'  .^Ikiuaries  to  discover,  whether  Iha 
iravdlPTB  crossed  from  Kehl  lo  Strsibuig  by  the  cele- 
braird  brii^  of  boats  which  at  pnweni  mamtaiasths 
communication  across  the  river,  or  wheiherlheywsrs 
wofted  over  by  some  oiher  modo  of  trsnsporiatipn. 
It  is  enough  thaiihcvvsBscdmaaleiy,  and  had  landed 
on  the  other  aide,  where-  wherher  she  drpaded  tbat 
he  might  forgei  the  charge  ahe  ■— '  - —  "--  -'^- 
here  lW» "  "' ' 


■  parting— the  young  Baroness,  before 
!,  horse, '■- '  '-■'•■■ 


thought 
Phiii^'!? 


sppmached  A ..^ 

Ihe  tenor  of  wbst  shs  had 

i,"Imusl 

ik  if 


farewell.    But  flrsi  lei  me  ssk  it  you  h 
BbouiB  you  sre  to  seek  your  father 'T' 
"In  an  inn  called  the  Flying  Sug," 


know  when- 
id  Arthur, 
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^Do  you  know  the  place,  Ital  Sehrockeawi/Jg 

"  I,  young  lady  ?— Not  1— I  know  nothing  of  Si 
boig  and  its  inns.    I  believe  most  of  our  party  are' 
il^erant  as  I  am." 

"  ITou  and  they  apeak  German,  I  auppose,"  said  the 
Baroness,  dryly,  "  and  can  make  inquiry  more  easily 
than  a  foreigner?  Go,  sir,  and  forget  not  that  hu- 
manity to  the  stranger  is  a  religious  duty." 

With  that  shnig  of  the  shoulders  which  testifies  a 
displeased  messenger,  Ital  went  to  make  some  inouir/t 
and,  in  his  absence^  brief  as  it  was,  Anne  took  an 
opportunity  to  say  apart, — "  Farewell !— Farewell  I 
Accept  this  token  of  friendship,  and  Wear  it  for  my 
aake.    May  you  be  happy  !'* 

Her  slender  fingers  dropped  into  his  hand  a  very 
small  parcel.  He  turned  to  thank  her,  but  she  was 
already  at  some  distance :  and  Schreckenwald.  who 
had  taken  his  place  by  his  side,  said  in  his  harsh 
voice,  "  Come,  Sir  Squire,  I  have  found  out  your 
place  of  rendezvous,  and  I  have  but  little  time  to  play 
the  gentleman-usher." 

,He  then  rode  on;  and  Philipson,  mounted  on 
his  military  charger,  followed  him  in  silence  to  the 
point  where  a  larae  street  joined,  or  rather  crossed, 
that  which  led  from  the  quay  on  which  they  had 
landed. 

**  Yonder  swings  the  Flyinjg  Stag,"  said  Ital,  point- 
ing to  an  immense  sign,  which,  mounted  on  a  huge 
wooded  frame,  cross^  almost  the  whole  breadth  of 
the  street.  "Your  intelligence  can,  I  think,  hardly 
abandon  you.  with  such  a  guide-post  in  your  eye." 

So  saying,  he  turned  his  horse  without  further  fare- 
welL  and  rode  back  to  join  his  mistress,  and  her  at- 
tendants. 

Philipson's  eyes  rested  on  the  same  group  for  a 
moment,  when  he  was  recalled  to  a  sense  of  his 
ntuation  by  the  thoughts  of  his  father:  aud,  nurring 
oia  jaded  horse  down  the  cross  street,  lie  reached  the 
hoaiehie  of  the  Flying  Stag. 


'  CHAPTER   XXIV. 

^^^ 1  WM,  I  miut  confM*. 

Fur  Albion'*  Qiieed  in  fonow  golden  dtrt ; 
Bnt  now  mMchanee  hsih  trade  mr  title  aowa, 
And  with  dialionour  laid  me  in  the  diut, 
Whern  I  auc  uke  like  aeat  anlo  mj  fortune, 
Aaa  to  mr  bumble  teat  conform  narself. 

Henry  IV.  Putt  tit. 

The  hostelrie  of  the  Flying  Sug  in  Strasburft  was. 
like  •▼ery  inn  in  the  empire  at  the  period,  coiiductea 
much  with  the  same  discourteous  inattention  to  the 
wants  and  accommodation  of  the  guests  as  that  of 
*jnn  Mengs.  But  the  youth  and  good  looks  of  Ar- 
tnur  Pnilipson,  circumstances  which  seldom  or  never 
ran  to  produce  some  effect  where  the  fair  are  con- 
cerned, prevailed  upon  a  short,  plump,  dimpled,  blue- 
eyed,  fair-skinned  yungfrau,  the  daughter  of  the  land- 
lord of  the  Flying  Stag,  (himaelfafatold  man.  pinned 
to  the  oaken-chair  m  the  9tuU,)  to  carry  herseJf  to  the 
young  Engliahman  with  a  degree  of  condescension, 
wbich,  in  the  privileged  race  to  which  ahe  belonged, 
|VV  ^L"^®  •«»"t  of  degradation.  She  not  only  puther 
lW2.1>"«k»ne  and  her  pretty  ankles  in  danger  of  being 
•oiled,  by-tnppuig  across  the  yard  to  point  out  an  un- 
occupied stable,  but,  on  Arthur's  inquiry  after  his 
ntner,  condescended  to  recollect,  that  such  a  gueat  as 
he  described  had  lodged  in  the  house  last  aight,  and 
ntd  said  he  expected  to  meet  there  a  young  person, 
his  fellow-traveller. 

"I  will  send  him  put  to  you,  fair  sir,"  said  the  little 
yungfrau  with  a  amd:,  which,  if  things  of  the  kind  are 
to  be  valued  by  their  rare  occurrence,  must  have  been 
reckoned  inestimable. 

She  was  as  good  as  her  word.  In  a  few  instants 
the  elder  PhUipeon  entered  the  auble,  and  folded  his 
aon  in  his  arms. 

"  My  son— my  dear  son !"  said  the  Englishman,  hia 
osual  stoicism  broken  down  and  melted  by  natural 
feeling  and  parental  tenderness^—"  Welcome  to  me 
it  all  times— welcome,  in  a  period  of  doubt  and  dan 


Arthui's  hand  firat  aooRbt  thst  wfafeb  was 
to  his  heart,  both  in  the  iiterai  and  alicyiicri 
the  small  parcel  namely,  which  Anne  had  _ 
him  at  parting.  But  he  recollected  faimaslf  ia  rfts 
instant,  and  presented  to  his  lather  the  vmAn, 
which  bad  been  so  strangely  lost  and  lecoieied  at  Ls 
Ferettc. 

"  It  hath  run  its  own  risk  since  yoa  saw  h,**  beob 


Sir— and  moat  welcome  ofall,  in  a  moment  which 
rms  tlie  very  crisis  of  our  fate.  In  a  few  hours  I 
shall  know  wliat  we  may  expect  from  the  Duker  of 
Burgundy.— Haat  tbon  the  token  7" 


served  to  his  father,  **  and  so  have  I  mine.  I  reoeiwi 
hospitality  at  a  castle  list  night,  and  behold  a  bodyil 
lanz-kncdiU  in  the  neighbourhood  beigan  in  the  morn- 
ing to  mutiny  for  their  pav.  The  inhabitants  M 
from  the  castle  to  escape  their  violeDce,  and,  asve 
passed  their  leaguer  in  the  gray  of  the  moming.  a 
drunken  Baaren-hauter  shot  my  poor  horse;  and  I 
was  forced,  in  the  way  of  exchange,  to  take  up  wdk 
his  heavy  Flemish  animal,  with  its  steel-saddle,  lai 
its  clumsy  chaffron." 

"  Our  road  is  beset  with  perils,"  said  hia  father.  "I 
too  have  had  my  share,  having  been  in  great  daqpr 
(he  told  not  its  precise  nature)  at  an  inn,  whoa  I 
rested  last  night.  But  I  left  it  in  the  mominft  ui 
proceeded  hither  in  safety.  I  have  at  length,  however 
obtained  a  safe  escort  to  conduct  me  to  tne  Ddbtt 
camp  near  Dijon;  and  I  trust  to  have  an  andicnm 
of  him  this  evening.  Then  if  our  laat  hone  abooM 
fail,  we  will  seek  the  seaport  of  Marseilles^  noist  nfl 
for  Candia  or  for  Rhodes,  and  spend  our  lives  in  Ah 
fence  of  Christendom,  since  we  may  no  loogier  fSgkt 
for  England." 

Arthur  heard  these  ominous  words  without  mhi 
but  they  did  not  the  less  sink  upon  his  heart,  deadff 
as  the  doom  of  the  judge  wbich  aecltides  the  cnniai 
from  society  and  all  its  joys,  and  condenms  hun  M 
an  eternal  prison-bouse.  The  bells  from  the  ettl» 
dral  began  to  toll  at  thia  inatant,  and  reminded  iki 
elder  Pnilipson  of  the  duty  of  hearing  mass,  wfciefc 
was  said  at  all  hnure  in  aome  one  or  other  of  tihi 
separate  chapejs  which  are  contained  in  that  mso* 
ficent  pile,  tiis son  followed,  on  an  intimatioDOiM 
pleasure. 

In  approaching  the  acceaa  to  this  snpeib  cathcdaL 
the  travellere found  it  obstructed,  as  is  usual  inCatha- 
lie  countries,  by  the  number  oi  mendicants  of  beA 
sexe&  who  crowded  round  the  entrance  to  give  # 
worsnippera  an  opportunity  of  diacharg^ng  the  der 
of  alms-giving,  so  positively  enioined  as  a  chief  (k- 
servance  of  their  church.  The  Englishmen  fTfririai 
themselves  from  their  importunity  by  bestowing  M 
is  usual  on  such  occasions,  a  donative  of  small  ooB 
upon  those  who  appeared  most  needy,  or  most  dcaetf* 
iog  of  their  chanty.  One  tall  woman  stood  oa  dii 
steps  close  to  the  door,  and  extended  her  hand  to  ih 
elder  Philipson,  who,  struck  with  her  appearuca 
exchanged  for  a  piece  of  silver  the  copper  coina  wtdci 
he  had  been  distnbuting  amongst  others. 

"  A  marvel  !*'  she  said,  in  the  Rngli^  iBniiiim 
but  in  a  tone  calculated  only  to  be  heanl  by  him  abaa 
although  his  ,son  also  caught  the  aound  *«4  f»t^  J 
what  she  said. — "Av.  a  mirael«! — An   irnai;«KM« 


what  she  said,— "Ay,  a  miracle! — ^An  __„ 

still  possesses  a  ailver  piece,  and  can  afibid  to  bans* 
it  on  the  poor  f 

Arthur  was  sensible  that  hia  father  atarted  ma^ 
what  at  the  voice  or  worda,  which  bore,  ewm  is  !• 
ear,  something  of  deeper  import  than  the  nhatiisrif 
of  an  ordinary  mendicant  But  after  s  ^snos  at  ifti 
female  who  thua  addreasad  him,  hjs  fither  paasl 
onward  into  the  body  of  the  church,  and  wm  seas 
engaged  jn  attending  to  the  aolemn  cetemooyof  te 
mass,  as  it  was  performed  by  a  priest  at  the  altari  * 
*  chapel,  divided  from  the  main  body  of  the  « 
edifice,  and  dedicated,  as  it  appeared  from  the 
over  the  altar,  to  Saint  Geoige ;  that  militarv 
1^  ^^^^7:i?  ^  iftacure,  though  bis 

luring 
mdmi 


and  J^ishedwith,  aUcustpmary  forin; 
some 


idtboiA 


legend  rendered  him  an  obiect  o?  Dectmar 
during  the  '—-*-» ••''^         f"**-— *« 

^tishe  _     __  _ 

priMi.  with  his  attendants^'withdrew.'sod 

le  of  the  few  worehipperswho  had  aasisted  at  ^ 

solemnity  remained  teihnz  their  beada,  and  ii3 

with  the  performance  of  their  private  dmSZ 
far. the  greater  part  left  the  chapel,  to  vStoS 
sbnnes,  or  to  return  to  the  prosecution  of  f^^^^  — — . 
lar  affaire.  ^^  ^"^ 
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Bm  Axtknt  Ptiilipf  w  nmailMdt  thM  wlulst  tfafljr 
dropped  cff*  one  aft«r  another,  the  tall  woomb  who 
haa  fseeived  his  fttbar's  almacontiiiutd  tolmaal  naar 
^  altar:  and  he  waa  vet  more  aotpriaed  to  ne  that 
hjafether  nimael^  who.  he  had  many  reaaona  to  know, 
waa  deeirOQs  to  spend  in  the  church  no  more  time 
than  the  duties  of  devotion  absolutely  claimed,  re> 
mained  also  on  hia  kneea,  with  his  eyes  reatin^on  the 
ferm  of  the  veiled  devotee,  (such  she  seemed  from  her 
dress,)  as  if  his  own  motions  were  to  be  guided  by  hers. 
By  BO  idea  which  oocurred  to  him^  was  Arthur  able 
toibrm  the  least  conjecture  as  to  bia  father's  motivea 
—he  only  knew  that  he  was  engagsd  in  a  critical  and 
dangerous  negotiation,  liable  to  influence  or  interrup- 
tion from  various  quarters ;  and  that  political  sosoi- 
cion  was  so  generally  awake  both  in  France,  Italy, 
and  Flanders,  that  the  moat  important  agenta  were 
often  obliged  to  assume  the  most  impenetrable  die- 
ffuiseSi  in  order  to  insinuate  tbemaelvea  without 
suspicion  into'  the  countriea  where  their  services 
were  reQuired.    Louis  XI.,  in  particular,  whoao  ain- 
gular  policy  seemed  in  some  d^ee  to  give  a  charac- 
ter to  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  was  well  known  to 
have  disguised  his  principal  emissaries  and  envoys  in 
tho  fictitious  garbs  of  mendicant  monks,  minstrels, 
gipsies,  and  other  privileged  wanderera  of  the  mean- 
eat  description. 

Arthur  concluded  therefore  that  it  was  not  im- 
probable that  thia  female  might,  like  themselves,  be 
something  more  than  her  dress  imported;  and  he 
resolved  to  observe  bis  father's  deportment  towaids 
ber,  and  regulate  his  own  actions  accordingly.  A  bell 
•t>  last  announced  that  mass,  upon  a  more  splendid 
■cale,  was  about  to  be  celebrated  before  the  high  altar 
}f  the  cathedral  itself  and  its  sound  withdrew  from 
the  sequestered  chapei  of  St.  Qeorge  the  few  who  had 
nemained  at  the  shnneof  the  military  saint,  excepting 
[he  father  and  son,  and  the  female  penitent  who  kneei- 
id  <H>P08ite  to  (hem.  When  the  last  of  the  worahip- 
lera  had  retired,  the  female  arose  and  advanced 
x>ward8  the  elder  Philipson,  who,  folding  his  arma  on 
lia  bosom,  and  stooping  his  head,  in  an  attitude  of 
>b«i8ance  which  his  son  bad  never  before  seen  him 
iBSume,  appeared  rather  to  wait  what  she  had  to  aay, 
iian  to  propose  addressing  her. 

There  was  a  pause.  Four  lamps,  lighted  before 
ha  shrine  of  the  saint,  cast  a  dim  radiance  on  his 
irmour  and  steed,  represented  as  he  was  in  the  act 
vi  transfixing  with  bis  lance  th^  prostrate  dragon, 
rhose  outstretched  winga  and  writhing  neck  were 
n  part  touched  by  their  beama.  The  rest  of  the 
shapel  was  dimly  illuminated  by  the  autumnal  sun, 
rbicfa  could  scarce  find  its  wsy  through  the  stained 
lanes  of  the  small  lanceolated  window,  which  was 
ts^only  aperture  to  the  open  air.  The  light  fell  doubt- 
ul  and  0ioomy,  tinged  with  the  varioua  ouea  through 
rhich  It  passed,  upon  the  stately,  yet  somewhat 
troken  ana  ddected  form  of  the  female,  and  on  those 
f  the  melancnoly  and  anxioua  father,  and  his  son. 
rbo,  with  all  the  eager  interest  of  youth,  suspected 
nd  anticipated  extraordinary  consequences  from  so 
inicular  an  interview. 

At  length  the  female  approached  to  the  aame  aide 
f  the  shrine  with  Arthur  and  his  father,  aa  if  to  be 
BOie  diatinctly  heard,  without  being  obliged  to  raise 
be  slow  solemn  voice  in  which  she  had  apoken. 

**Do  you  here  wonhip,"  she  said,  "  the  St.  G^rge 
f  Burgundy,  or  the  St.  George  of  merry  England, 
he  flower  of  chivalry  1" 
'*!  serve,"  said  Philipson^  folding  his  hands  hum- 
ly  on  his  bosom,  '*  the  samt  to  whom  thia  chapel 
I  dedicated,  and  the  Deity  with  whom  I  hope  for 
Im  holy  intercession,  whether  here  or  in  my  native 
onntry." 

**  Ay — you,"  aaid  the  femal&  '*  even  you  can  fbrget 
'you.  even  you,  who  have  been  numbered  among 
le  minor  of  knighthood— can  forget  that  you  have 
rorafaipped  in  the  royal  fane  of  Windsor— that  you 
ave  there  bent  a  gartered  knee,  where  kinga  and 
rinces  kneeled  around  you^you  canforgct  thia.  and 
take  your  orisons  at  a  foreign  ahrine,  with  a  heart 
ndistorbed  with  the  thoughta  of  what  you  have  been, 
•prayings  like  some  poor  peaaant,  for  bread  and  life 
nrinir  tne  day  that  passes  over  you." 


"  Lidy."  lephfld  PhitoMD,  lamypradeglhounb 
I  waa,  befine  tbagrstt beiac  to  whom  Inrsfcriad  wf 
praysrsi  but  aa  a  worm  in  the  duat—'Ia  Biaeyaal  m» 
now  neither  leaa  nor  more,  degradod  aa  I  may  be  ia 
the  opinion  of  my  fellow^rsptilea." 

"  How  canat  thou  think  thus  T  aaki  the  dtnrotm  $ 
"  and  yet  it  ia  well  with  thee  that  thou  canau  Bu( 
what  nave  thy  loaaea  been  compared  to  mine  I" 

She  put  her  hand  to  her  brow,  and  aeamed  for  a 
moment  overpowered  by  aaonixing  reeoUectiona. 

Arthur  preseed  to  his  fatner'a  ude,  and  inqiursd,  ia 
a  tone  ox  intereat  which  could  not  be  repraiSBai 
"Father,  who  is  this  lady?— Ia  it  my  mother 7' 

**  No,  my  aon,"  anawered  Philipson ;— "  peace,  lor 
the  aake  of  all  you  hold  dear  or  holy  1" 

The  singular  female,  however,  heard  both  the  qiia»> 
tion  and  answer,  though  expressed  in  a  whiner. 

'*  Yea,"  she  said,  '^ young  man— I  aoh—l  ahoiiid 
say  I  was— your  mother  sthe  mother,  the  protectraaiu 
of^all  that  waa  noble  in  JSngland— I  am  Hargarat  of 
Aniou." 

Arthur  sank  on  his  knees  before  the  daontleaa  wid* 
ow  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  who  ao  long,  and  in  aueh 
deepen  te  circumatanoea,'  upheld,  by  unyielding  eour* 
age  and  deep  policy,  the  ainking  cauae  of  her  feeble 
husband ;  and  who,  if  she  occaaionally  abuaed  vio 
tory  by  cruelty  and  revenge,  had  made  aome  atone- 
ment by  the  indomitable  resolution  with  which  aba 
had  supported  the  fiercest  storms  of  adveraity.  Arthor 
had  been  bred  in  devoted  adherence  to  the  now  de- 
throned line  of  LancaatcTi  of  which  hia  father  waa 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  supponen:  and  his 
earlieat  deeds  of  arms,  which,  though  unfortunanoi 
were  neither  obecure  nor  ignoble,  had  been  done  in 
their  cause.  With  an  enthusiasm  belonging  to  hia 
age  and  education,  he  in  the  aame  instant  flung  his 
bonnet  on  the  pavement,  and  knelt  at  the  feet  of  hia 
ill-fated  aovereign. 

Margaret  threw  back  the  veil  which  concealed 
those  noble  and  majeatic  featurea,  which  even  yet,' 
though  riven  of  teare  had  furrowed  her  cheek,— 
though  care,  diaappointment,  domestic  gnet,  and 
humbled  pride,  had  quenched  the  fire  of  her  eye,  and 
waated  the  smooth  dignity  of  her  forehead,— even  yet 
showed  the  remains  of  that  beauty  which  once  waa 
held  unequalled  in  Europe.  The  apathy  with  which 
a  succession  of  misformnes  and  disappointed  hopes 
had  chilled  the  feelinga  of  the  unfortunate  Princeaa, 
w.ia  for  a  moment  melted  by  the  aight  of  the  liiir 
vouth'a  enthoaiasm.  She  aeandoned  one  band  to 
him,  which  he  covered  with  teara  and  kisses,  and 
with  the  other  stroked  with  maternal  tenderness  his 
curled  ]ock&  ss  she  endeavoured  to  raiae  him  from 
the  posture  he  had  assumed.  His  father,  in  the  mean 
while,  abut  the  door  of  the  chapel,  and  placed  hia 
back  against  it,  withdrawing  himself  thus  from  the 
group,  as  if  for  the  purpose  oi  preventing  sny  stranger 
from  entering  durinff  a  scene  so  extraordinary. 

"  And  thou,  then,  aaid  Margaret,  in  a  voice  wbeia 
female  tendemeaa  combated  atrangelywith  her  natu- 
ral pride  of  rank,  and  with  the  calm,  stoical  indiffer* 
ence  induced  by  the  intenaity  of  her  personal  mt** 
fortunea ;  "  thou,  fair  youth,  art  the  last  scion  of  tlM 
noble  stem,  so  many  fanr  bougha  of  which  have  fallen 
in  om*  hapless  cause.  Alas,  alas !  what  can  I  do  An* 
thee  1  Margaret  has  not  even  a  blessing  to  bestow. 
So  wayward  ia  her  fate,  that  her  benedictiona  ara 
curaea,  and  she  has  but  to  look  on  you  and  wiah  you 
well,  to  enaore  your  speedy  and  utter  rum.  I— I  hava 
been  the  fttal  poison-tree,  whose  irrfhienoe  hsa 
blighted  and  destroyed  all  the  fair  plants  that  arose 
beside  and  around  nie,  and  brought  death  upon  every 
one,  yet  am  myself  unable  to  find  it!" 

"Noble  and  royal  mistress,"  said  the  elder  EngKah* 
man, "  let  not  your  princely  courage,  which  has  borne 
such  extremities,  be  dismayed,  now  that  they  are 
passed  over,  and  that  a  chance  at  least  of  hsppier 
times  ii  approaching  to  you  and  to  England." 

"To  England,  to  me  noble  Oxford  r'  aaid  (hefbr- 
lom  and  widowed  Queen.—"  If  to-morrow's  son 
could  place  me  once  more  on  the  throne  of  England, 
could  It  give  back  to  me  what  I  have  tost  7  I  speak 
not  of  wealth  or  power— they  are  as  nothing  in  the  ba- 
lance—I  speak  not  of  the  hosts  of  noble  mends  who 
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have  fallen  in  defence  of  me  and  mine—Somersets, 
Percys,  Stafforde,  Cliffords— they  have  found  their 
place  in  famp,  in  (he  annals  of  their  country— I  speak 
not  of  my  husband,  he  has  exchanged  the  state  of  a 
sufferinc  saint  upon  earth  for  that  of  a  glorified  saint 
in  Heaven— But  O,  Oxford !  my  son— my  Edward  !— 
Is  it  possible  for  nie  to  look  on  this  youth,  and  not 
remcmi>cr  that  thy  countess  and  I  on  the  same  night 
gave  birth  to  two  fair  boys?  How  oft  we  endeavoured 
to  prophesy  their  future  fortunes,  and  to  persuade  our- 
selves that  the  same  constellation  which  shone  on 
their  birth,  would  mfluence  their  succeeding  life,  and 
hold  a  friendly  and  n^nal  bias  (ill  they  reached  some 
destined  goal  of  happmess  and  honour!  Thy  Arthur 
Uvcs;  but,  alas!  mv  Edward,  born  under  the  same 
auspices  fills  a  bloody  grave  !" 

Sne  w^rappetl  her  head  in  her  mantle,  as  if  to  stifle 
the  complaints  and  groans  which  maternal  affection 
poured  forth  at  thci^e  cruel  recollections.  Philipsun, 
or  the  exilal  Earl  of  Oxford  as  we  may  now  term 
him,  difitinguibhed  in  those  changeful  tunes  by  the 
steadiness  with  which  he  had  always  maintained  his 
loyalty  to  the  line  of  Lancaster,  saw  the  imprudence 
of^indulging  his  sovereign  in  her  weakness. 

"Royal  mistress,"  he  said,  "life's  journey  is  that 
of  a  brief  winter's  day,  and  its  course  will  nm  on, 
whether  we  avail  oiu-selves  of  its  progress  or  no.  My 
sovereign  is,  I  trust,  too  much  mistress  of  herself  to 
suffer  lamentation  fc"  what  is  passed  to  deprive  her 
of  the  power  of  using  the  present  time.  I  am  here  in 
obedience  to  your  command ;  I  am  to  see  Burgundy 
forthwith,  and  if  I  find  him  pliant  to  the  purpose  to 
which  we  would  turn  him,  events  may  follow  which 
will  change  into  gladness  our  present  mourning.  But 
we  must  use  our  opportunity  with  speed  as  well  r.s 
zeal.  Let  me  know  then,  madam,  Tor  whnt  reason 
your  Majesty  hath  come  huher,  disguised  and  in  dan- 
ger? Surely  it  was  not  merely  to  weep  over  this 
Iroung  man  that  the  high-minded  Queen  Margaret 
eft  her  father's  court  disguised  herself  in  mean  attire, 
and  came  from  a  place  of  safety  to  one  of  doubt  at 
least,  if  not  of  danger  V 

"Vou  mock  me,  Oxford,"  said  the  unfortunate 
Queen,  "or  you  deceive  yourself,  if  you  think  you 
still  serve  that  Mai^arct  whose  word  was  never 
spoken  without  a  reason,  ajid  whose  slightest  action 
was  influenced  by  a  motive.  Alas!  I  am  no  longer 
the  same  firm  and  rational  being.  The  feverish  cha- 
racter of  grief,  while  it  makes  one  place  hateful  to 
me^  drives  me  to  another  in  very  impotence  and  im- 
patience of  spirit.  My  father's  residence,  thou  sayst, 
IB  safe;  but  is  it  tolerable  for  such  a  soul  as  mine? 
Can  one  who  has  been  deprived  of  the  noblest  and 
richest  kingdom  of  Europe— one  who  has  lost  hosts 
of  noble  friends— one  who  is  a  widowed  consort,  a 
childless  mother — one  upon  whose  head  heaven  hath 
poured  forth  its  last  vial  of  unmitigated  wrath, — can 
she  stoop  to  be  the  companion  of  a  weak  old  man, 
who,  in  sonnets  and  in  music,  in  niummer>'  and  folly, 
in  harping  and  rhyming,  finds  a  comfort  for  all  that 
poverty  has  that  is  distressing;  and  what  is  still 
worse,  even  a  solace  in  all  that  is  ridiculous  and  con- 
temotible  7" 

"Nay,  with  your  leave,  madam,"  said  her  coun- 
sellor, "Blame  not  the  good  King  Ren^,  because, 
persecuted  by  fortune,  he  has  been  able  to  find  out 
for  himself  humbler  sources  of  solace,  which  your 
prouder  spirit  is  disposed  to  disdain.  A  contention 
among  his  minstrels,  has  for  him  the  animation  of  a 
knightly  combat ;  and  a  crown  of  flowers,  twined  by 
his  troubadours,  and  graced  by  their  sonnets,  he  ac- 
counts a  valuable  compensation  for  the  diadems  of 
Jerusalem,  of  Naples,  and  of  both  Sidilies,  of  which 
he  only  possesses  the  empty  titles." 

"Speak  not  to  me  of  the  pitiable  old  man,"  said 
Margaret ;  "  sunk  below  even  the  hatr«l  of  his  worst 
enemies,  and  never  thought  worthy  of  any  thing  more 
than  contempt.  I  tell  thee,  noble  Oxford,  I  have  been 
driven  nearly  mad  with  my  forced  residence  at  Aix, 
in  the  paltry  circle  which  he  calls  his  court.  My  ears, 
tancd  as  they  now  arc  only  to  sounds  of  affliction, 
arc  not  so  weary  of  the  eternal  tinkling  of  harps,  ana 
squeaking  of  rcoecks,  and  snapping  of  castanets  ;— 
niv  eyes  are  not  so  tired  of  the  heggarly  affectation  of 


court  ceremonial,  which  is  only  respectable  when  it 
implies  wealth  and  expresses  power,— as  my  veryioul 
is  sick  of  the  paltry  ambition  which  can  find  plnsun 
in  spangles,  tassels,  and  trumpery,  when  the  reality 
of  all  that  is  great  and  noble  hath  paised  away.  No, 
Oxford.  If  I  am  doomed  to  lose  the  last  cast  which 
fickle  fortune  seems  to  offer  me,  I  will  retreat  into  (he 
meanest  convent  in  the  Pyrcnean  hills,  and  at  leisi 
escape  the  insult  of  the  idiot  gavety  of  my  father.— 
Let  him  pass  from  our  memory  as  from  the  page  of 
history,  in  which  his  name  will  never  be  recorded  1 
have  much  of  more  importance  both  to  hear  and  to 
tell.— And  now,  my  Oxford,  what  news  from  luW? 
Will  the  Duke  of  Milan  afford  us  aasisiance  with  bit 
counsels,  or  with  his  treasures  ?*' 

"With  his  counsels  willingly,  madam;  but  how 
you  will  relish  them  1  know  not,  since  he  recom- 
mends to  us  submission  to  our  haplc^ss  fate,  and 
resignation  to  the  will  of  Providence. ' 

"The  wily  Italian!  Will  not,  then*  Galeaaso  ad- 
vance any  part  of  his  hoards,  or  as-^ist  a  friead  to 
whom  he  ha(h  in  his  time  full  often  sworn  faith  T 

"  Not  even  the  diamonds  which  I  offered  to  deponi 
in  his  hands,"  answered  the  Earl,  "could  make  him 
unlock  his  treasury  to  supply  us  with  ducats  for  our 
enlerprisc.  Vet  he  sain,  if  Charles  of  Bungaiidr 
should  think  seriously  of  an  exertion  in  our  favour, 
such  was  his  regard  for  that  great  prince,  and  hit 
deep  sense  of  your  majesty's  misfortiineSf  that  hr 
would  consider  what  the  state  of  his  excheouer, 
though  much  exhausted,  and  the  condition  of  hii 
subjects,  though  impoverished  by  taxes,  and  talliafat. 
would  permit  him  to  advance  in  your  behalf." 

"  The  double-faced  hypocrite  !'^  said  Margaret.  "If 
the  assistance  of  the  princely  Burgundy  lends  ua  a 
chance  of  n^gaining  what  is  our  own,  then  he  wiD  * 
give  us  some  paltry  parcel  of  crown^  that  our  n- 
srorcd  pro^>enty  may  forget  his  indifference  to  oar  ■ 
adversity !— But  what  of  Burgundy  7  I  have  ventured 
hither  to  tell  you  what  I  have  learned,  and  to  bear 
report  of  your  proceedings— a  trustv  watch  provides 
for  the  secrccvof  our  interview.  My  impalieiieeto 
see  you  brought  mc  hither  in  this  mean  disguise.  I 
have  a  small  retinue  at  a  convent  a  mile  beyond  die 
town— I  have  had  your  arrival  watched  by  the  faith- 
ful Lambert— and  now  I  come  to  know  your  hopes  or 
your  fears,  and  to  tell  you  my  own." 

"  Royal  lady,"  said  the  Eari,  "I  have  not  seen  thr 
Duke.  You  know  his  temper  to  be  wilful,  soddeo, 
haughty,  and  unpcrsuadabfe.  '  If  he  can  adopt  the 
calm  and  sustained  policy  which  the  times  reqoir&.I 
little  doubt  his  obtaining  full  amends  of  Loiva,,nia 
sworn  enemy,  and  even  of  Edward,  hia  ambiuooi 
brother-in-law.  But  if  he  continues  to  yield  to  a*. 
travagant  flits  of  passion,  with  or  without  provoea* 
tion.  he  may  hurry  into  a  quarrel  with  the  poor  tat 
hardy  Helvetians,  and  is  likely  to  engage  in  a  periloot 
contest,  in  which  he  cannot  be  ezpectea  to  gain  wag 
thing,  while  he  undergoes  a  chance  of  the  most  ten- 
ons losses." 

"  Surely."  replied  the  Queen,  "  he  will  not  tinst  the 
usurper  Ekiward,  even  in  the  very  moment  whan  be  ii 
giving  the  greatest  proof  of  treachery  to  hia  tlUaneeT 

"In  what  respect,  madam ?"  replied  Oxford.  **!« 
news  you  allude  to  has  not  reached  me." 

"How,  my  lord?  Am  I  then  the  fint  to  isU 
you,  that  Edward  of  York  has  crossed  the  tea  will 
such  an  army^  as  scarce  even  the  renowned  Hesiy 
v.,  my  fathcr-in-law,  ever  transported  from  Franee 
to  Italy?" 

"So  much  I  have  indeed  heard  waa, expected, 
said  Oxford ;  "  and  I  anticipated  the  efbet  is  fatal » 
our  cause ' 

"Edward  is  arrived,"  said  HargiKt,  *'iiid  the 
traitor  and  usurper  hath  sent  defiance  to  Lous  of 
France,  and  dcnuinded  of  him  the  crown,  of  thet 
kingdom  as  his  own  right— that  crown  whicn  yee 
placed  on  the  head  of  my  unhappj  buibaii4  vM 
he  was  yet  a  child  in  the  cradle.''^  ^ 

"  It  ia  then  decided— the  Engliah  an  m  raacir 
answered  Oxford,  in  a  tone  expreaeive  of  the  deqMf 
anxiety.—"  And  whom  brings  Edward  with  um  oa 
this  expedition  ?" 

"All— all  the  bitterest  enemies  of  our  houee  icd 
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Gtoae— The  foise.  the  trntonniB,  the  dishonouied 
deoiga  'whom  he  calls  Duke  of  Clarence— the 
Uooo-orioker,  Richani— the  licentious  HastiDgs— 
Howard — Stanley— in  a  word,  the  leaders  of  all  those 
traitors  whom  I  would  not  name,  unless  by  doing  so 
mr  corses  ooold  sweep  them  from  the  face  or  the 
earth." 

''And— I  tremble  to  ask."  said  the  Earl— "Does 
Burgundy  prepare  to  join  tnem  as  a  brother  of  the 
war,  and  make  common  cause  with  this  Yorkish 
host  sgainst  King  Louis  of  France  1" 

"By  my  advices,"  replied  the  Aueen,  "and  they 
are  both  private  and  sure,  besides  that  they  are  con- 
firmed by  the  bruit  of  common  fame— No,  my  good 
Oxford,  no !" 

"For  that  may  the  Saints  be  praised!"  answered 
Oxford.  "  Edward  of  York— I  will  not  malign  even 
an  enemy — ^is  a  bold  and  fearless  leadei^-But  he  is 
neither  lulward  the  Third,  nor  the  heroic  Black  Prince 
—nor  is  he  that  fifth  Henrv  of  Lancaster,  under 
whom  I  won  my  ^urs,  ana  to  whose  lineage  the 
thoughts  of  his  glonous  memory  would  have  made 
me  faithful,  had  my  pli^^hted  vows  of  allegiance  ever 
permitted  me  to  entertam  a  thoui^ht  of  varying,  or  of 
dtfecdon.  Let  Edward  engage  m.  war  with  Louis 
without  the  aid  of  Burgundy,  on  which  he  has  reck- 
oned. Louis  is  indeed  no  hero,  but  he  is  a  cautious  and 
dulfiil  generfl^  more  to  be  dreaded,  perhaps,  in  these 
politic  days,  than  if  Charlemagne  could  again  raise 
the  Oriflamme,  surrounded  by  Roland  and  all  his 
paladms.  Louis  will  not  hazard  such  fields  as  those 
of  Creasy,  of  Poictiers,  or  of  Agincourt.  With  a  thou- 
sand lances  from  Efainault,  and  twenty  thousand 
crowns  from  Burgundy,  Edward  shall  risk  the  loss  of 
Ene^and,  while  he  is  engaged  in  a  protracted  struade 
for  the  recovery  of  Normandy  and  Guienne.  But 
what  are  the  movements  of  Burmindy')" 

"  He  has  menaced  G^ermany,"  said  Bf  argaret,  and 
his  troops  are  now  employed  in  pverrunning  Lorraine, 
of  which  be  nas  sdzed  the  principal  towns  and 
casdes." 

"  Where  is  Ferdinand  de  Vaudemont— a  youth,  it  is 
saki^  of  courage  and  enterprise  and  claiming  Lorraine 
in  nght  of  his  mother,  Yoladde  of  Anjou,  the  sister  of 
your  Grace  1" 

**FIed,"  replied  the  Queen,  "into  Germany  or  Hel- 
vetia." 

"Let  Burgundy  beware  of  him,"  said  the  expe- 
rienced Eari;  "for  should  the  disinherited  youth 
obtain  confederates  in  Germany,  and  alUes  among  the 
hardy  Swiss,  Charles  of  Burgundy  may  find  him  a 
far  more  formidable  enemy  than  he  expects.  We  are 
atrong  for  the  present,  only  in  the  Duke's  strength, 
an4  if  it  is  wasted  in  idle  and  desultory  efforts,  our 
hopes,  shis  I  vanish  with  his  power,  even  if  he  should 
be  found  to  have  the  decided  will  to  assist  us.  My 
friends  in  England  are  resolute  not  to  stir  without 
men  and  money  from  Burgundy." 

*'It  is  a  fear,^'  said  Margaret,  "but  not  our  worst 
fear.  I  dread  more  the  policy  of  Louis,  who,  unless 
my  espials  have  grossly  deceived  me,  has  even  already 
proposed  a  secret  peace  to  Edward,  ofiering  with  large 
earns  of  money  to  purchase  England  to  the  Yorkists, 
and  a  truce  of  seven  years." 

"It  cannot  be,"  said  Oxford.  "No  Englishman, 
eommanding  such  an  army  as  Edward  must  now 
ifsd,  dares  for  very  shame  to  retire  from  France  with- 
out a  manly  attempt  to  recover  his  lost  provinces. 

"Such  would  have  been  the  thoughts  of  a  rightful 
prmce,"  said  Margaret,  "  who  left  behind  him  an  obe- 
dient and  faithful  kingdom.  Such  may  not  bo  the 
thoughts  of  this  Edward,  misnamed  Plantagenet,  base 
psrfaaps  in  mind  as  in  blood,  since  they  eay  his  real 
nther  was  one  Blackburn,  an  archer  of  Middleham— 
iMurper,  at  least,  if  not  bastard— such  will  not  be  hie 
thoughts.*  Every  breeze  that  blows  from  England 
ypa  bring  with  it  apprehensions  of  defection  amongst 
those  over  whom  b^  has  usurped  authority.  He  wiU 
net  Bleep  in  peace  till  he  returns  to  England  with 
those  cut-throats,  whom  he  relies  upon  for  the  defence 
ofhia  stolen  crown.  He  will  engage  m  tio  war  with 
Louis,  for  Louis  will  not  hesitate  to  soothe  his  pride 

*  TiM  LaacMtrtaB  party  threw  the  impatatfon  of  iMitardy 
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by  humiliation— to  goiBs  his  avarice  and  pamper  his 
voluptuous  prodigality  by  sums  of  gold— and  I  fisar 
much  we  shall  soon  hear  of  the  English  army  retiring 
from  France  with  the  idle  boast,  that  they  nave  dis- 
played their  banners  once  more,  for  a  week  or  two,  in 
the  provinces  which  were  formerly  their  own." 

"  It  the  more  becomes  us  to  be  speedy  in  moving 
Burgundy  to  deciaion,"  replied  Oxford ;  '^and  for  that 
purpose  I  post  to  Dijon.  Such  an  army  as  Edward*a 
cannot  be  transported  over  the  narrow  seas  in  sisveral 
weeks.  The  probabilitv  is,  that  they  must  winter  in 
France,  even  if  they  should  have  truce  with  King 
Louis.  With  a  thousand  Hainault  lances  from  the 
eastern  part  of  Flanders,  I  can  be  soon  in  the  North, 
where  we  have  many  firienda.  besides  the  assurance 
of  help  from  Scotland.  The  faithful  West  will  rise  at 
a  signal— a  Clifford  can  be  found,  though  the  m6un- 
tain  mists  have  hid  him  from  Richard's  researches— 
the  Welsh  will  iissemble  at  the  rallying  word  of  Tudor 
—the  Red  Rose  raises  its  head  once  more— and  so,  God 
save  King  Henry  I" 

"Alasr  said  the  Queen— "But  no  husband— no 
friend  of  mine— the  son  but  of  my  mother-in-law  by  a 
Welsh  chieftain— cold,  they  aay,  and  crafty— But  be  it 
so— let  me  only  see  Lancaater  triumph,  and  obtain 
revenge  upon  York,  and  I  will  die  contented !"    . 

"  It  is  then  your  pleasure  that  I  should  make  the 
profilers  expreaaed  by  your  Grsce's  former  mandates, 
to  induce  Burgundy  to  stir  himself  in  our  cauae?    a 


A    A^JlAjaOW   «aSSf  aA\#  W  ^  V^.#a  |  m^^mmnm    mmm-^^    -m^f^m^^^^mM*  ^  aB«*w  ww 

hia  inmost  aoul- it  is  set  upon  extending  the  domin- 
ions of  his  Houeo  in  every  direction.  For  this  he  has 
seized  Gueldres— for  this  oe  now  overruns  and  occu- 
pies Lorraine— for  this  he  covets  such  poor  remnants 
of  Provence  as  my  father  still  calls  his  own.  With 
such  augmented  territories,  he  proposes  to  exchange 
his  ducal  diadem  for  an  arched  crown  of  independent 
sovereignty.  Tell  the  Duk&  Margaret  can  assist  his 
views— tell  him.  that  my  father  Ren£  shall  disown  the 

Siposition  made  to  the  Duke's  seizure  of  Lorraine— 
e  shall  do  more— he  shall  declare  Charles  his  heir 
in  Provence,  with  my  ample  conaent— tell  him,  the 
old  man  shall  cede  his  dominions  to  him  upon  the 
instant  that  his  Hainaulters  embark  for  England, 
some  small  pension  deducted  to  maintain  a  concert 
of  fiddlers,  and  a  troop  of  morrice-dancers.  These 
are  Rent's  only  earthly  wants.  Mine  are  still  fewer 
—Revenge  upon  York,  and  a  speedy  grave  I— For  the 
paltry  gold  which  we  may  need,  thou  bast  jewels 
to  pledge— For  the  other  conditions,  aecurity  if  re- 
quired.'*^ 

"For  these,  madam,  I  caii  olcdge  iny  knightly 
word,  in  addition  to  your  royal  faith ;  and  if  more  la 
required,  my  son  shafl  be  a  hostage  with  Bumndy." 

'^Ofa,  no— no!"  exclaimed  the  dethroned  Queen, 
touched  by  perhaps  the  only  tender  feeling,  whid^  re- 
peated and  extraordinary  misfortunes  had  not  chilled 
into  inscnsibaity,— "Hazard  not  the  life  of  the  noble 
youth— he  that  is  the  Isst  of  the  loyal  and  foithful 
House  of  Vere-^he  that  should  have  been  the  brother 
in  arms  of  my  beloved  Edward— he  that  had  so  nearly 
bebn  hia  companion  in  a  bloody  and  unamely  gravel 
Do  not  involve  this  poor  child  in  these  fatal  intnguea, 
which  have  been  so  baneful  to  his  family.  Let  him 
go  with  me.  Him  at  least  I  will  shelter  from  danger 
whilst  I  live,  and  provide  for  when  I  am  pp  mor^ 

"Forgive  me,  madam,"  said  Chrfbrd,  with  the  firm- 
ness which  distinguished  htm. . "  My  son,  as  you  deign 
to  recollect,  is  a  De  Vere.  desUned.  perhaps,  to  be  the 
last  of  his  name.  Fall,  he  may,  but  it  must  not  be 
without  honour.  To  whatever  dangers  his  duty  and 
allMiance  call  him,  be  it  from  sword  or  lanoe,  axe  or 
gibfet,  to  these  he  must  expose  himaelf  frankly,  when 
his  doing  ao  can  mark  his  allegiance.  His  anoestors 
have  shown  him  how  to  brave  them  all. 

"True,  true,"  exclaimed  the  unfortunate  Queen, 
raisingber  arms  wildly.-" All  must  pensh-all  that 
have  honoured  Lancaster— all  that  have  loved  Mar- 

Eret,  or  whom  she  bes  loved !  The  destrucuon  must 
universal— the  young  niuat  fall  with  the  old— not 
a  lamb  of  the  acattered  flock  ahaU  escape  r  . ,  _.    . 
"  For  God's  sake,  gracious  madam,    said  Oxtoid, 
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"oompOM  yoonsif !— I  hear  di«iii  knoek  on  the  eba- 
p-14oor." 

"It  is  the  signal  of  mutiiiR,"  said  the  exiled  Queen, 
eolleeting  herself.  **  Do  not  fear,  noble  Oxford,  I  am 
not  often  thus ;  bat  how  seldom  do  I  sse  those  friends, 
whose  ftces  and  voices  can  disturb  the  composore  of 
my  deq>air !  Let  me  tie  this  relic  about  thy  neck, 
good  youth,  and  fear  not  its  evil  influence,  though  you 
receive  it  firom  an  ill-omened  hand.  It  was  mj  hus- 
band's, blessed  by  many  a  prayer,  and  sanctined  by 
many  a  holy  tear;  even  my  unhappy  hands  cannot 

Kllute  it  I  should  have  bound  it  on  my  Edward*a 
som  on  the  dreadful  moniing  of  Tewkesbury  fight ; 
but  he  armed  early— went  to  the  field  without  seeing 
me.  and  all  my  piupoae  was  vain." 

She  passed  a  golden  chain  round  Arthur's  neck  as 
she  spoke,  which  contained  a  small  gold  crucifix  of 
rich  but  barbarous  manufacture.  It  oad  belonged, 
said  tradition,  to  Edward  the  Confessor.  The  knock 
at  the  door  ox  the  chapel  was  repeated. 

"  We  must  not  tany,*'  said  Margaret ;  "let  us  part 
here~-you  for  Dijon.  I  to  Aix,  my  abode  of  unrest  in 
Provence.  Farewell— we  may  meet  in  a  better  hour 
—yet  how  can  I  hope  iti  Thus  I  said  on  the  morn- 
ing before  the  fight  of  St  Albans— thus  on  the  dark 
dawning  of  Towton— thus  on  the  yet  more  bloody 
field  of  Tewkesbury— and  what  was  the  even  1 1  Yet 
hope  is  a  plant  which  cannot  be  rooted  out  of  a  noble 
brsast  till  the  last  heartstring  crack  as  it  is  pulled 
sway." 

So  saving,  she  passed  through  the  chapel  door,  and 
mingled  in  the  miscellaneous  assemblage  of  person- 
ages who  worshipped  or  indulged  their  curiosity,  or 
consumed  their  idle  hours  amongst  the  aisles  of  the 
cathedral. 

Philipson  and  his  son,  both  deeply  impressed  with 
the  singular  interview  which  had  just  taken  place, 
letumea  to  (heir  inn,  where  they  found  a  pursuivant, 
with  the  Duke  of  Bunundy's  badge  and  liverv,  who 
informed  them,  that  u  they  were  the  English  mer- 
chants who  were  carrying  wares  of  value  to  the  court 
of  the  Duke,  he  had  orders  to  afibrd  them  the  counte- 
nance of  his  escort  and  inviolable  character.  Under 
his  protection  they  set  out  from  Strasburg;  but  such 
waa  the  uncertainty  of  the  Duke  df  Burgundy's  mo- 
tions, and  such  the  numerous  obstacles  which  oc- 
enmd  to  interrupt  their  journey,  in  a  country  disturbed 
by  the  constant  passsge  of  troops  and  preparation  for 
war,  that  it  was  evening  on  thie  second  day  ere  they 
naehsd  the  plain  near  Dijon,  on  which  the  whole,  or 
great  part  ofhis  power,  lay  encamped. 
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i-tluM  did  Um  D«Im  infer. 

RkkardUL 

Tn  ayss  of  the  elder  traveller  were  well  accns- 
tomed  to  sights  of  martial  splendour,  yet  even  he  was 
dasiled  with  the  rich  and  gloriousdisplay  of  the  Bur- 
mndian  camp,  in  which,  near  the  walls  of-  Dijon, 
Charles,  the  wealthiest  prince  in  Europe,  had  dis- 
played bis  own  extravagance,  and  encouraged  bis 
foUowers  to  similar  profusion.  The  pavilions  of -the 
nwanest  officers  wers  of  silk  and  samite,  while  those 
of  the  nobihty  and  great  leaders  glittered  with  cloth 
of  silv«,  cloth  of  gold,  variegated  tapestry,  and 
otherpreeious  maienals,  which  in  no  other  situation 
would  have  been  employed  as  a  cover  frDm  the  wea- 
ther, but  would  themselves  have  been  thought  worthy 
of  the  most  careful  protection.  The  horaemen  and 
mAntry  who  mounted  guard,  were  arrayed  in  the 
nmast  and  most  gorgeous  armour.  A  beautiful  and 
yfvj  numetons  tram  of  artillery  was  drawn  op  near 
ma  eatranca  of  the  camp,  and  in  its  commander,  Phi- 
hpaon.  (to  give  the  Earl  the  travelUng  name  to  which 
our  readera  are  accustomed,)  reoognwed  Henry  Cd- 
PH  •n^nglishman  of  mfenor  birth,  but  dietinguished 
for  hie  duirin  conducnng  thess  terrible  engines,  which 
ted  of  late  eome  into  general  use  in  war.  The  ban- 
Mrs  and  pennons  which  were  displayed  by  every 
kaight,  baron,  and  man  of  rank,  floated  before  then- 
tanta,  and  the  owners  of  these  transitory  dwellings 
Ml  at  the  door  half-armed,  and  enjoyed  the  military 


eomasla  of  thraoMiern,  in  wreoduig,  rltrhimilniWi, 
and  other  atUetie  exareisea. 

Long  rows  of  thenoblest  boisesweie  sssn  stpienMi 
prancing  and  tossing  their  beads,  as  inpaticttt  oTS 
inactivity  to  which  tnoy  were  ooofiaed,  or  weie  boM 
neighing  over  the  provender^  wfaieh  was  spread 
tifiuly  before  them.  Thesoldiarafonnedjofoas 
around  the  minstrels  and  atroHing  jagglerB,  < 
engaged  in  drinking  partiea  at  ibe  satlen^  . 
others  strolled  about  with  folded  anna,  casdng 
eves  now  aikl  then  to  the  ainking  son,  as  if  dot. 
that  the  hour  should  arrive  which  ahoold  pot  sa 
to  a  day  unoccupied,  and  thersfore  tediooa. 

At  length  the  travellera  rsached,  amidst  the  _ 
varieties  of  this  militsry  display,  the  pavilion  of 
Duke  himself;  before  which  floated  heavily  m  lbs 
evening  breexe,  the  broad  and  rich  banner,  in  whidl 
glowed  the  armorial  bearinga  and  (losrteniMs  ef  t 
prince,  Duke  of  six  nroviooes,  and  Connt  ofaftssi 
counties,  who  was.  from  his  power,  his 
and  the  success  which  seemed  to  attend  ha* 

prises,  the  general  dread  of  Europe,    llie  . ^ 

made  nimaelf  known  to  some  of  the  hoosebold,  and  tfct 
EngUehmen  were  immediately  received  widi  ooartSK 
tboiigh  not  such  as  to  draw  attention  opon  tfaom,  sh 
conveyed  to  a  neighbouring  tent,  the  rssideoce  ef  t 
general  officer,  which  they  were  given  to  nnrisisisBi 
was  destined  for  their  scoommodaiion,  and  whm 
their  paekagea  accordingly  were  depoeited,  and  le- 
freshments  offered  them. 

'*A8  the  camp  is  fiUed,"  said  the  domeslie  wis 
waited  upon  them,  '*  with  soldierB  of  different  oatisa 
and  uncertain  dispositions,  the  Duke  of  Bagondy.fti 
the  safety  of  yoor  merchandise,  has  ordered  yoa  # 
pn>tactk>n  of  a  regular  seotineL  In  the  mean  nai^  h 
in  readiness  to  wait  on  hie  Highness,  seeing  yon  zair 
look  to  be  preeently  sent  for.*' 

Accordingly,  the  elder  Philipson  waa  ebonly  ate 
Bommoned  to  the  Doke'a  presence^  introdoesd  bfi 
back  entrance  into  the  ducal  paviNoii,  and  into  tui 
part  of  it  which,  screened  by  doee  curtaina  and  woods 
barricadea,  formed  Charier  sown  separate  apartiaeE: 
The  plainness  of  the  fumiuire^  and  the  coarse  spps- 
ratus  of  the  Duke's  toilette,  formed  a  atroog  aooam 
to  the  appearance  of  the  exterior  of  the  pavilion ;  ir 
Chariea,  whose  character  wae^  in  that  aa  in  o^ 
things,  far  from  consistent,  exhibited  in  his  owa  pr* 
son  auring  war  an  austerity,  or  rather  coarsensn  d 
dress,  and  sometimes  of  maanans  also,  which  «■ 
more  like  the  rudeness  of  a  German  lanx-knecht,  tta 
the  bearing  of  a  prince  of  exalted  rank ;  whila,  it  ds 
same  time,  he  encouraged  and  enjoined  a  great  ' 
dour  of  expenee  and  ouplav  amongst  hia  ^ 
courtiers,  as  if  lo  be  ruday  attund,  and  to 
every  reetraint,  even  of  ordinary  oaraaiony,  wnat 
privilege  of  the  sovereign  alone.  Tet  when  it  pIsHii 
him  to  assume  sute  m  person  and  mann 
knew  better  than  Charles  of  Bnrgnndy  how 
to  adorn  and  demean  himaelf. 

Upon  his  toilette  appeared  bmahfes  and  „ 
which  might  have  claimed  dianrisaal  as  past  the 
of  service,  over-worn  hats  and  doubleta,  dog' 
leathei^belta,  and  other  auch  paltry  arrideo ;  i 
which  lay  at  random,  as  it  seemed,  the  great 

called  Sanci,— the  three  rnbiei  termed  cEe  11 

there  of  Antwerp,— another  great  diamond  csflsi  ^ 
Lamp  of  Flanders,  and  other  praeiova  sioatfa 
scaroely  inferior  value  and  rarity.  Thia  exuawJtfg 
displav  somewhat  resembled  the  character  efiheMi 
himself,  who  mixed  cruelty  with  joatica, 

with  meannesa  of  spirit^  economy  with  < 

and  liberality  with  avanee ;  beuig,  in  fact, 
in  nothing  excepting  in  hie  obstinate  datai 

follow  the  opinion  he  had  ones  formed,  in 

tion  of  thinga,  and  throngh  all  variaty  at  tiik% 

In  the  midst  of  the  vaJoaleaa  and  ncadnaUi  ■» 
cles  of  hia  wardrobe  and  toilette,  the  Di4t  ti  ^ 

Sindy  cajled  out  to  the  £n«^  aravaUar  ""Wdeiai 
err  Phihpeon— welcome,  yon  of  a  naiioe  e^ 
tradera  are  prinoea,  and  their  mAchaats  ib»  ssiblf 
onea  of  the  earth.  Whst  new  comaaoditiss  kiw]«i 
brought  to  gull  us  with?  Yoa  inatehaata  br* 
George,  are  a  wily  genaraiion." 
*'  Fai'h,  n3  now  marehaadiae  I,  my  lotdL 
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le  elder  Englishman  t**  I  bring  but  the  oommoditiee 
'hich  I  showed  your  Highness  the  Isst  time  I  com* 
lanicated  with  you,  in  the  hope  of  a  poor  trader,  that 
>iir  Grace  may  find  them  ^nore  aoc^tabie  upon  a 
iTiew,  than  when  yon  first  saw  them. ' 
**  It  a  well,  Sii^Philipville,  I  think  they  call  you?— 
mi  are  a  simple  trader,  or  you  take  me  for  a  silly  pur- 
baser,  that  you  think  to  gull  me  with  the  same  wares 
rhicfa  I  fancied  not  formerly.  Change  of  fashion,' 
mn — novelty — is  the  motto  of  commerce*;  youi  Lan- 
fester  wares  have  had  their  day,  and  I  have  bought 
f  them  like  others,  and  was  like  enough  to  have 
aid  dear  for  them  too.  York  is  all  the  vogue  now." 
**  It  may  be  so  among  the  vulgar,"  said  the  Earl  of 
iizfbrd  ;  but  for  souls  like  your  Highness,  faith,  ho- 
our  and  loyalty,  are  jewels  which  change  of  lancy, 
r  mutability  ot  taste,  cannot  put  out  of  fashion." 
*  Why,  it  may  be,  noble  Oxford,"  said  the  Duke, 
that  I  iMvaerve  in  my  secret  mind  some  veneration 
»r  these  old-fashioned  qualities,  else  why  should  I 
mve  such  regard  for  your  person,  in  which  they  have 
ver  been  distinguished  ?  But  my  situation  is  pain- 
illy  urgent,  and  ahould  I  make  a  false  step  at  this 
lists,  I  might  break  the  purposes  of  my  whole  life. 
Observe  me,  Sir  Merchant.  Here  has  come  over  your 
•Id  competitor,  Blackburn,  whom  some  call  Edward 
if  York  and  of  London,  with  a  commodity  of  bows 
;od  bills  such  as  never  entered  France  smce  King 
Irthur^s  time;  and  he  offers  to  enter  into  Joint  adven- 
ore  with  me,  or,  in  plain  speech,  to  make  common 
sSuse  with  Burgundy,  till  we  smoke  out  of  his  earths 
he  old  fox  Louis,  and  nail  his  hide  to  the  stable-door. 
o  a  word,  England  invites  me  to  take  part  with  him 
ininst  my  most  wily  and  inveterate  enctny,  the  King 
ki  France;  to  rid  myself  of  the  chain  of  vassalage, 
uad  to  ascend  into  the  rank  of  independent  princes  ;— 
low  think  you,  noble  Earl,  can  I  forego  this  seducing 
amptation  ?'* 

"You  must  ask  this  of  some  of  your  counsellors  of 
Surgundy."  said  Oxford ;  "  it  is  a  question  fraught  too 
lecply  with  ruin  to  my  cause,  for  me  to  give  a  fair 
opinion  on  it." 

"Nevertheless,"  said  Charles,  '*!  ask  thee  as  an 
honourable  man,  what  objections  you  see  to  the  course 
>roposed  to  me  7  Speak  your  mind,  and  speak  it 
rceiy. 

"  My  lord,  I  know  it  is  in  your  Highness's  nature  to 
uitertain  no  doubts  of  the  facility  of  executing  any 
;hing  which  you  have  once  determined  shall  be  done. 
ITet,  though  this  prince-like  disposition  may  in  some 
:ase8  prepare  for  its  own  success,  and  has  often  done 
lo,  there  are  othera,  in  which,  persisting  in  our  pur- 
xjse,  merely  because  we  have  once  willed  it,  leads  not 
to  success,  out  to  ruin.  Look,  therefore,  at  this  Eng- 
ish  army;— winter  is  approachin^g,  where  are  they  to 
>e  lodged?  how  are  they  to  be  victualled?  by  whom 
ire  they  to  be  paid  ?  Is  your  Highness  to  take  all  the 
•xpense  and  labour  of  fitting  them  for  the  summer 
campaign?  for  rely  on  it,  an  Enslish  army  never 
sras,  nor  will  be,  nt  for  service,  till  they  have  been 
»ut  of  their  own  island  long  enough  to  accustom  them 
to  militsry  duty.  They  are  men,  I  grant,  the  fittest 
for  soldiers  in  the  world ;  but  they  are  not  soldiers  as 
^et,  and  must  be  trained  to  become  such  at  your 
Highness's  expense." 

*'  Be  it  so  "  said  Charles ;  "  I  think  the  Low  Coun- 
tries can  find  food  for  the  beef-consuming  knaves  for 
a  few  weeks^  and  villages  for  them  to  lie  in,  and 
officers  to  tram  their  sturdy  limbs  to  war,  and  provost- 
rnarshals  enough  to  reduce  their  refractory  spirit  to 
discipline." 

"  What  happens  next  ?"  said  Oxford.  "  You  march 
CO  Paris,  add  to  Edward's  usurped  power  another 
kingdom ;  restore  to  him  all  the  possessions  which 
England  ever  had  in  France,  Normandy,  Maine, 
Amou,  Oasoony,  and  all  besides— Can  you  trust  this 
Edward  when  you  shall  have  thus  fostered  his  strength, 
and  made  him  far  stronger  than  this  Louis  whom  ycu 
have  united  to  poll  down  ?"  ... 

**By  St.  George^  I  will  not  dissemble  with  you! 
It  is  m  that  very  point  that  my  doubts  trouble  me. 
Edward  is  indeed  my  brother-in-law,  but  I  ain  a 

man  little  inclined  to  put  my  head  under  my  wife  s 

girdle." 

■^  3R 


"And  the  tinae^"  oud  Pbilipeoti.  ''have  loo^often 
shown  the  inefficiency  of  family  alliances,  lo  preveot 
the  most  gross  breaches  of  faith." 
.  "Yousay  well.  Earl.  Clarence  betrayed  his  father- 
in-law  ;  Louts  poisoned  his  brother— Domestic  afiec- 
tiona  pshaw !  they  sit  warm  enough  by  a  private 
man's  fireside,  but  they  canuot  come  into  fields  of 
battle,  or  princes'  halla,  where  the  wind  blows  cold.— 
No,  my  alliance  with  Edward  by  marriage  were  little 
succour  to  me  in  time  of  need.  I  would  as  soon  ride 
an  unbroken  horse,  with  no  better  bridle  than  a  lady's 
garter.  But  what  then  is  the  result?  He  wari  on 
Louis;  whichever  gains  the  better,  I,  who  must  be 
strengthened  in  their  mutual  weakness,  receive  the 
advantage— The  Englishmen  slay  the  French  with 
their  cloth-yard  shafts,  and  the  Frenchmen,  by  skir- 
mishes, waste,  weaken,  and  destroy  the  English.— 


deign  to  assist,  even  in  the  most  tnfling  degree,  a  cause 
the  most  honourable  that  ever  knignt  laid  lance  in 
rest  for,— a  moderate  sum  ofUioney,  and  a  small  bodf 
of  Hainault  lances,  who  rosy  gain  both  fame  and  for- 
tune by  the  service,  may  repmce  the  injured  heir  of 
Lancaster  in  the  possession  of  his  notive  and  rightful 
dominion." 

'^Aw,  marry.  Sir  Earl,"  said  the  Duke,  "you  come 
roundly  to  the  point ;  hut  we  have  seen,  and  indeed 
partly  assisted,  at  so  many  turns  betwixt  York  and 
Lancaster,  that  we  have  some  doubt  which  is  the  side 
to  which  Heaven  has  given  the  right,  and  the  inclina- 
tions of  the  people  the  efiectuol  power;  we  are  sur- 
prised into  absolute  giddiness  by  so  many  extraordinary 
revolutions  of  fortune  as  England  has  exhibited." 

"  A  proof,  my  lord,  that  these  mutations  are  not  yet 
ended,  and  that  your  generous  aid  may  give  to  the 
better  side  an  cfiectual  turn  of  advantage.'' 

"And  lend  my  cousin,  Margaret  of  Anjou,  my  arm 
to  dethrone  my  wife's  brother?  Perhaps  he  deserves 
small  good-will  at  my  hands,  since  he  and  his  inso- 
lent nooles  have  been  urging  me  with  remonstrances, 
and  even  threats,  to  lay  aside  all  my  own  important 
affairs,  ond  join  Edward,  forsooth,  in  nis knight-errant 
expedition  against  Louia  1  will  march  against  Louis 
at  my  own  time^  and  not  sooner ;  and,  by  St.  George ! 
neither  island  king,  nor  island  noble,  shall  dictate  to 
Charles  of  Burgundy.  You  are  fine  conceited  compa- 
nions, you  English  of  both  sides,  that  think  the  mat- 
ters of  your  own  bedlam  island  are  as  interesting  to  all 
the  world  as  to  yourselves.  But  neither  York  nor 
Lancaster;  neither  brother  Blackburn,  nor  cousin 
Margaret  of  Anjou,  not  with  John  de  Vere,  to  back 
her,  shall  gull  me.  Men  lure  no  hawks  with  empty ' 
hands." 

Oxford,familiar  with  the  Duke's  disposition,  sunered 
him  to  exhaust  himself  in  chafing,  that  any  one  should 
pretend  to  dictate  his  course  of  conduct,  and,  when  he 
was  at  length  silent,  replied  with  calmness— "Do  I 
live  to  hear  the  noble  Duke  of  Burgundy,  the  mirror 
of  European  chivalry,  say,  that  no  reason  haa  been 
shown  to  him  for  an  adventure  where  a  helpless  queen 
is  to  be  redressed— a  royal  house  raised  from  the  dust? 
Is  there  not  immortal  lot  and  honour— the  trumpet  of 
fame  to  proclaim  the  sovereign,  who,  alone  in  a  dege- 
nerate age,  has  united  the  duties  of  a  generous  knight 

with  those  of  a  princely  sovereign" 

The  Duke  interrupted  him.  sinking  him  at  the  sam^ 
time  on  the  shoulder—"  And  King  Rent's  five  hundred 
fiddlers  to  tune  their  cracked  violins  in  my  praise  ?  and 
King  Ren^  himself  to  listen  to  them,  and  say,  'Well 
fought  Duke— well  played  fiddler!*  I  tell  thee,  John  of 
Oxford,  when  thou  and  I  wore  maiden  armour,  such 
words  as  fame,  honour,  los,  knightly  glory,  lady's  love, 
and  so  forth,  were  good  mottos  for  our  snow-white 
shields,  ond  a  fair  enough  argument  for  splintering 
lances— Ay,  and  in  tilt-yard,  though  somewhat  old  for 
these  fierce  follies,  I  would  jeopard  my  person  in  such 
a  quarrel  yet,  as  becomes  a  knight  of  the  order.  But 
when  we  come  to  paying  down  of  crowns,  and  em- 
barking of  large  squadrons,  we  must  have  to  propose 
to  our  subjects  some  substantial  excuse  for  r  lunging 
them  in  war;  some  proposal  for  the  pubUc  good--pr, 
by  St.  Oeoige !  for  our  own  private  advanuge,  which 
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]■  Uw  nine  thing.  This  is  the  course  the  worid  runs, 
and,  Oxford,  to  tell  the  plain  truth,  i  mean  to  hold  the 
same  bias." 

**  Heaven  forbid  that  I  should  expect  your  Highness 
to  act  otherwise  than  with  a  view  to  your  subjects' 
welfare— the  increase,  that  is,  as  your  Grace  happily 
expresses  it,  of  your  own  power  and  dominion.  The 
mon«r  we  require  is  not  in  benevolence,  but  in  loan ; 
and  Margaret  is  willing  to  deposit  these  jewels,  of 
which  I  think  your  Grace  knows  the  value,  till  she 
shall  repay  the  sum  which  your  friendship  may  ad- 
vance in  her  necessity." 

"Ha,  ha !"  said  the  Duke,  "  would  our  cousin  make 
a  pawnbroker  of  us.  and  have  us  deal  with  her  like  a 
Jewish  usurer  with  his  debtor  7— ;Yet,  in  faith,  Oxford, 
we  may  need  the  diamonds,  for  if  this  business  were 
otherwise  feasible,  it  is.  possible  that  I  myself  must 
become  a  borrower  to  aid  my  cousin's  necessities.  I 
have  applied  to  the  states  of  the  Duchy,  who  are  now 
sitting,  and  expect,  as  is  reasonable,  a  large  supply.— 
But  there  are  restless  heads  and  close  hands  among 
thom,  and  they  may  be  niggardly— So  place  the  jewels 
on  the  table  in  the  mean  while.— Well  say  I  am  to  be 
nosufierer  in  purse  by  this  feat  of  knight-errantry 
which  you  propose  to  me.  still  princes  enter  not  into 
war  without  some  view  of  advantage  1" 

"  Listen  to  me,  noble  sovereisn.  You  are  naturally 
bent  to  unite  the  great  estates  of  your  father,  and  those 
you  have  soquired  by  your  own  arms,  into  a  compact 

and  firm  dukedom" 

"  Call  it  kingdom,"  said  Charles ;  "  it  is  the  worthier 
word." 

"  Into  a  kii^om,  of  which  the  crown  shall  sit  as 
tiur  and  even  on  your  Grace's  brow  as  that  of  France 
on  your  present  suzerain,  Louis." 

"  It  need  not  such  shrewdness  as  youre  to  descry 
that  such  is  my  pu  pose"  said  the  Duke;  "else, 
wherefore  am  1  here  with  helm  on  my  bead,  and 
sword  by  my  side?  And  wherefore  are  my  troops 
seizing  on  the  strong  places  in  Lorraine,  and  chasing 
before  them  the  b^^garly  De  yaudemont,  who  has  the 
insolence  to  claim  it  as  his  inheritance?  Yes,  my 
friend,  the  aggrandizement  of  Burgundy  is  a  theme 
for  which  the  duke  of  taat  fair  province  is  bound  to 
fight,  while  he  can  put  foot  in  stirrap." 

tint  think  you  not,"  said  the  English  Earl,  "since 
you  allow  me  to  speak  freely  with  your  Grace,  on  the 
footing  of  old  acquaintanceship,  think  yon  not  that  in 
this  chart  of  your  dominions,  otherwise  so  fairly 
bounded,  there  is  something  on  the  southern  frontier 
which  might  be  arranged  more  advantageously  for  a 
Kins  of  Burgundy  1" 

"I  cannot  guess  whither  you  would  lead  me,"  said 
the  Duke,  looking  at  a  map  of  the  Duchy  and  his 
other  possessions,  to  which  the  Englishman  had 
pointed  his  attention,  and  then  turning lusbioadkeen 
eye  upon  the  face  of  the  banished  Ean. 

"I  would  say,"  replied  the  latter,  "  that,  to  so  power- 
ful a  prince  as  your  Grace,  there  is  no  safe  neighbour 
but  the  sea.  Here  is  Provence,  which  interferes  be- 
twixt you  and  the  Mediterranean ;  Provence,  with  its 
princely  harbours,  and  fertile  corn-fields  and  vine- 
yards. Were  it  not  well  to  include  it  in  your  map  of 
sovereignty,  and  thus  touch  the  middle  sea  with  one 
hand,  while  the  other  rested  on  the  sea-coast  of 
Flandere  ?" 
"Provence,  said  you?"— replied  the  Duke,  eagerly ; 
why,  man,  my  very  dreams  are  of  Provence.  I  can- 
not smell  an  orange  but  it  reminds  me  of  its  perfumed 
woods  and  bowers,  its  olives,  citrons,  and  pomegra- 
nates. But  how  to  frame  pretensions  to  it  ?  Shame  it 
were  to  disturb  Ren^,  the  harmless  old  man,  nor  would 
It  become  a  near  relation.  Then  he  is  the  uncle  of 
Lotus ;  and  most  probably,  failing  his  daughter  Mar- 
garet or  perhaps  in  preference  to  ner,  he  hath  named 
the  French  Kin^  his, heir." 

"  A  better  claim  might  be  raised  ud  in  vour  Grace's 
own  person,"  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  ***  if  you  will 
aflbrd  Margaret  of  Anjou  the  succour  she  requires  by 
me." 

^^  "Take  the  aid  thou  requirest,"  replied  the  Duke; 
"take  double  the  amount  of  it  in  men  and  money! 
I/Gt  TM  but  have  a  claim  upon  Provence,  though  thin 
as  a  single  thread  of  thy  Queen  Maigaret's  hair,  ord 


let  me  alone  for  twietiiu  it  in  tbe  tongli  teztsarf  i 
ouadmple  caUe.— Bot  f  a«n  a  &fc\  to  liata  tsib 
dreams  of  one,  who,  niinad  hiiiiar'f.  cut  Umb  liiib  W 
holding  forth  to  othere  tbe  most  eztrsragaDt  hofmr 

Chanes  breathed  high,  and dtsoaed  nmy^nmu 
he  spokfc 

"lam  not  such  a  peraon,  mj  Lord  Diika,"  saidtht 
Eari.    "Listen  to  roe— BenC  i«  brokeo  with 
fond  of  repose,  and  too  poor  to  aiaintain 
the  necessary  dignity ;  too  good  nacai 
minded,  to  ley  farther  inipoets  on  his 
of  contending  with  badfortone,  and 
his  territories" 

"  His  territories !"  said  Charlea. 


onDofaUs- 


to 


"  Tea,  all  he  actually  poseeosee ;  and  the  mochaHR 
extensive  dominions  which  he  bsusdaon  to^  batwIiA 
hsve  passed  from  his  sway." 

"  You  take  away  my  breath  f  aaid  tlis  I>^ 
"Ren<  resign  Provence!  and  what  saya  Karanr- 
the  proud,  the  high-minded  Manaret — will  insi^ 
acrioe  to  so  humiliating  a  prooeeotnic  V* 

**  For  the  chance  of  seeing  Lancaater  trimaph  ■ 
England,  she  would  resign,  not  only  domiaioiH  kH 
life  itself.  And  in  truth,  the  sacrifioe  ia  leaa  imd  ii 
may  seem  to  be.  It  is  certain  that,  when  BeaidiA 
the  King  of  France  will  claim  the  old  nuurs  esBtr 
of  Provence  as  a  male  fie(  and  theie  ia  no<ine  stnag 
enoo^  to  back  Margaret's  daim  of  inheritaneehs*- 
everjust  it  may  be."^ 

"  It  is  just,"  ssid  Charles;  **it  is  undeniable!  I«i 
not  hear  of  ita  being,  denied  or  challenesd — that  a 
when  once  it  is  establiahed  in  our  own  perara.  Its 
the  true  principle  of  the  war  for  the  pubuc  good,  tha 
none  of  the  foeat  fiefs  be  sufierad  to  revert  aoia  a 
the  crown  of  France,  least  of  all  while  it  atandbsa  i 
brow  so  astocious  and  unprincipled  as  thmt  ui  Jjom 
Burgundy  joined  to  Provenoe--a  dominion  bom  Ai 
German  Ocean  to  the  Mediterranean  I  Oxford  tm 
art  XM  better  angel !" 

"  Your  Grace  must,  however,  reflect,"  aaid  OtUL 
"that  honourable  provision  must  be  made  forOa 
Ren«." 

"  Certainly,  man.  certainly ;  he  ahall  have  a  aevr 
of  fiddlera  and  juKglen  to  plaj^,  roai^  and  ledte  to  ha 
from  morning  till  night  He  shall  hare  a  coort  4 
Troubadours,  who  shall  do  nothing  bat  drink,  te, 
and  fiddle  to  him,  and  pronounce  errea<«  of  Joc^  a>bc 
confirmed  or  reversed  by  an  appeal  to  faima^  tkr 
supreme  Roi  d Amour,  And  Margaret  ahall  alio  W 
honourably  sustained,  in  the  manner  roa  mav  po«t 
out." 

"  That  will  be  eaaily  settled,"  answered  the  EogSob 
Eari.  "If  our  attempts  on  England  i^v^fttri.  ikt 
will  need  no  aid  from  Burgundy.  If  aha  fail%  ahe  k- 
tires  into  a  cloister,  and  it  will  not  be  long  that  itt 
will  need  the  honourable  roaintenanoe  wbich,  I  mi 
sure  your  Grace's  generosity  will  willingly  asaica 
her." 

"Unauestionably,"  asswered  Charlea ;  ^^mui  ea  : 
scale  which  will  become  ua  both ;— butJ  by  my  kai- 
dome,  John  of  Vere,  the  abbess  into  whose  aoHftr 
Margaret  of  Anjou  ahall  retire,  will  have  an  ungpwra- 
able  penitent  under  her  charae.  WdH  do  I  know  ber; 
and,  Sir  Earl,  I  will  not  clog  our  diaccara  by  a- 
pressing  anv  doubts,  that,  if  she  pleaaea,  she 
compeTher  father  to  resign  hia  estates  to  whosai 

she  will.    She  is  like  my  breche,  Goraon,  wbo 

pels  whatsoever  hound  is  coupled  with  her  to  ffs  tkr 
way  she  chooses,  or  she  strangles  him  if  he  roitfs^ 
So  nas  Margaret  acted  with  her  simple-minded  bB»- 
band,  and  1  am  aware  that  her  father,  a  fool  id  i 
difierent  cast,  must  of  necessitv  be  eouaUy  tractable 
I  think  /  could  have  matched  ner, — tnoagh  siv  wit 
neck  achea  at  the  thought  of  the  stnigglea  weseedl 
have  had  for  mastery.— But  you  look  grave;  beessK 
I  jest  with  the  pertinacious  temper  ofiny  vtAam 
cousin." 

"My  lord,"  said  Oxford,  "whatever  are  or  bai 
been  the  defects  of  my  mistress,  ahe  is  in  distress  so(! 
almost  in  desolation.    She  ia  mv  sovereign,  sod  rocr 
Highness's  cousin  not  tbe  leas.'^ 
"Enough  said.  Sir  ,EarL"  answered  tbe  Dokr 
Let  us  speak  senouslyi    Whatever  we  may  th.al 
of  the  abdication  of  King  Ren^,  I  fear  wc  shall  fisd 
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It  difficult  to  make  Lonis  XI.  see  the  matter  as  fa- 
inom^blf  as  we  do.  He  will  hold  that  the  county  of 
Efrovence  is  a  male  fief,  and  that  neither  the  resigna- 
tion of  Ren6,  nor  the  consent  of  his  daughter,  can 
raerent  its  reverting  to  the  crown  of  France,  as  the 


braved  Louis  for  a  less  important  stake.  All  I  can 
Bay  is,  that,  if  vour  Orace's  active  assistance  enables 
toe  young  Earl  of  Richmond  to  succeed  in  his  enter- 
pvise,  you  shall  have  the  aid  of  three  thousand  Eng- 
lish archers,  if  old  John  of  Oxford,  for  want  of  a 
better  leader,  were  to  bring  them  over  himself." 

*' A  noble  aid,"  said  the  Duke;  "graced  still  more 
by  him  who  promises  to  lead  them.  Thy  succour, 
noble  Oxford,  were  predoua  to  me,  did  you  but  come 
•nth  vour  sword  by  your  side,  and  a  single  page  at 
rpnr  back.  I  know  you  well,  both  heart  and  head. 
But  let  us  to  this  gear;  exiles,  even  the  wisest,  are 
imvileged  in  promisee,  and  sometimes^excnse  me, 
ipble  Oxford— impose  on  themselves  as  well  as  on 
their  friends.  What  are  the  hopes  on  which  you  de- 
nre  me  again  to  embark  on  so  troubled  and  uncer- 
tain an  ocean,  as  these  civil  contests  of  yours  7" 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  produced  a  schedule,  and  ex- 
Nsined  to  the  Duke  the  plan  of  his  expedition,  to  be 
ladied  by  an  insurrection  of  the  friends  of  Lancas- 
rer,  of  which  it  is  enoush  to  say,  that  it  was  bold  to 
iM  verge  of  temerity;  But  yet  so  well  compacted  and 
ynt  together,  as  to  bear,  in  those  times  of  rapid  revo- 
Qtion.  and  under  a  leader  of  Oxford's  approved  mili- 
tary skill  and  political  sagacity,  a  strong  appearance 
if  brdbable  success. 

While  Duke  Charles  mused  over  the  particulars  of 
in  enteiprise  attrsctive  and  congenial  to  his  own  dis- 
x)sition,~while  he  counted  over  the  aflronts  which 
M  had  received  from  hia  brother-in-law,  Edward  IV., 
:ne  present  opportunity  for  taking  a  signal  reveni^ 
ind  the  rich  acquisition  which  he  hoped  to  make  in 
Provence  by  the  cession  in  his  favour,  of  Ren^  of 
injou  and  his  daughter,  the  Englishman  failed  not 

0  press  on  his  consideration  the  urgent  necessity  of 
niflering  no  time  to  escspe. 

**The  accomplishment  of  this  scheme,"  he  sakl, 
'demands  the  utmost  promptitude.  To  have  a 
chance  of  succesi^  I  must  be  in  England,  with  your 
trace's  auxiliary  iotccb.  before  Edward  of  York  can 
etum  from  France  with  his  army." 

"And  having  come  hither,"  said  the  Duke,  "our 
NTorthy  brother  will  be  in  no  hurry  to  return  again. 
He  vnll  meet  with  black-eyed  French  women  and 
uby-coloured  French  wine,  and  brother  Blackburn  is 
i6  man  to  leave  such  commodities  in  a  hurry." 

"My  Lord  Duke,  I  will  speak  truth  of  my  enemy. 
Sdward  is  indolent  and  luxurious  when  things  are 
lasy  around  him,  but  let  him  fed  the  spur  of  neces- 
aty,  and  he  becomes  as  eager  as  a  pampered  steed. 
^jQcda.  too,  who  seldom  fails  in  finding  means  to  ac- 
sorapush  ois  ends,  is  bent  upon  determining  theEng- 
inh  King  to  recrosk  the  sea— therefore,  speed,  noble 
Prince— speed  is  the  soul  of  your  enterprise." 

"  Speedriaid  the  Duke  of  Burgundy^-"  Why,  I 
vill  go  with  you,  and  see  the  embarkation  myself; 
ind  tried,  approvied  soldiers  you  shall  huve,  such  aa 
iia  nowhere  to  be  found  save  in  Artoia  and  Hainault." 

"  But  pardon  yet,  noble  Duke^  the  impatience  of  a 
Ifowning  wretch  urgently  pressing  for  assistance.— 
I^en  shall  we  to  the  coaat  of  Flanders,  to  order 
hia  important  measure  V* 

"Why,  in  a  formight,  or  perchance  a  week,  or,  m 

1  word,  so  soon  as  I  shall  have  chaatised  to  purpoae  a 
»ruin  gang  of  thieves  and  robbers,  who,  as  the  scum 
»f  the  caldron  will  always  be  uppermost,  have  got  up 
Qto  the  faatnesses  of  the  Alps,  and  from  thence 
mnoy  oin*  frontiers  by  contraband  traffic,  pillage,  and 
obbery." 

**  Tour  Highness  means  the  Swiss  confederates  ?" 
"Ay,  the  peaaant  churls  give  themselves  such  a 

lame.     Thev  are  a  sort  ot  manumitted  slaves  of 

iustria,  and.'Iike  a  ban-dog,  whose  chain  ia  broken. 

bey  avail  themselves  of  tneir  liberty  to  annoy  and 

■end  wbatei-ercomea  in  their  way." 
"I  travelled  through  their  country  firom  Italy,"  said 


•the  exiled  Earl,  "  and  I  heard  it  waa  the  puipoaa  of 
the  Cantons  to  send  envoys  to  solicit  peace  of  your 
Highness." 

'^Peaeel"  exclaimed  Charles.— "A  proper  sortol 
peaceful  proceedinga  those  of  their  embassy  have 
been  I  Availing  themselves  of  1  mutiny  of  the 
burghers  of  La  Ferette,  the  firat  ganison  town  which 
they  entered,  they  stormed  the  walla,  adxed  on  Archi- 
bald de  Hagenbach,  who  commanded  the  place  on 
my  part,  and  put  him  to  death  in  the  market-place. 
Such  an  insult  must  be  punished.  Sir  John  de  vera ; 
and  if  you  do  not  see  me  in  the  storm  of  passion 
which  It  well  deserves,  it  is  because  I  have  already 
given  orders  to  hang  up  the  base  runsgatea  who  cau 
themselves  ambassadore." 

"ForGod'a  sake,  noble  Duke."  said  the  English- 
man, throwing  himself  at  Charles's  feet— "for  your 
own  character,  for  the  sake  of  the  peace  of  Christen- 
dom«revoke  such  an  order  if  it  is  really  given  t" 

"  What  means  this  psssion  V*  said  Duke  Charles. 
— "  What  are  these  men's  lives  to  thee,  excepting  that 
the  Conseanences  of  a  war  may  delay  your  expedition 
for  a  few  days  ?" 

"  May  render  it  altogether  abortive,"  said  the  Eari : 
'  nay,  must  needs  do  so.— Hear  me,  Lord  Duke.    1 
was  with  these  men  on  a  part  of  their  journey." 

"You I"  said  the  Duke— "you  a  compSnioo  of  the 
paltry  Swiss  peaaants?  Miafortune  haa  sunk  the 
pride  of  English  nobility  to  a  low  ebb,  when  you 
selected  such  associates. 

"  I  was  thrown  amongst  them  by  accident,"  said 
the  Earl.  "  Some  of  them  are  of  noble  blood,  and 
are,  besides,  men  for  whose  peaceable  intentiona  I 
ventured  to  constitute  myself  their  warrant" 

"  On  my  honour,  my  Lord  of  Oxford,  you  graced 
them  highly,  and  mh  no  less,  in  interfering  between 
the  Swiss  and  myself!  Allow  me  to  say  that  I  con- 
descend, when,  in  deference  to  psst  friendship,  I  |>er- 
mit  you  to  apeak  to  me  of  your  own  English  siTairs. 
Methinka  you  might  well  spare  me  your  opinion  upon 
topica  with  which  irou  have  no  natural  concern." 

^*  My  Lord  of  Burgundy,"  repUed  Oxford.  "  I  fol- 
lowed your  banner  to  Paris,  an4  nsd  the  good  luck  to 
rescue  you  in  the  fight  at  Mont  L'Hery,  when  you 
were  beset  by  the  French  men-st-arms" 

"  We  have  not  forgot  it,"  sakl  Duke  Charies ;  "and 
it  is  a  sign  that  we  keep  the  action  in  remembrance, 
that  you  nave  been  auflered  to  stand  before  na  so  lonft 
pleading  the  cause  of  a  set  of  resets,  whom  we  are 
requirea  to  spare  from  the  gallows  that  groans  fbr 
them,  because  forsooth  they  have  been  the  fellow- 
travellere  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford  I" 

"Not  so,  my  k>rd.  I  ask  their  lives,  only  because 
they  are  upon  a  peaceful  errand,  and  the  leaders 
amongst  them,  st  least,  have  no  accession  to  the 
crime  of  which  you  complain." 

The  Duke  traversed  the  apartment  with  unequal 
steps  in  much  agitation,  his  large  eyebrows, drawn 
down  over  his  eyes,  his  handa  clenched,  and  his  teeth 
set,  until  at  length  he  seemed  to  take  a  resolution.  Ha 
rung  a  handbell  of  silver,  which  stood  upon  his  table. 

"  Here,  Contay,"  he  eaid  to  the  gentleman  of  his 
chamber  who  entered,  "  are  these  mountain  fellows 
yet  executed  ?"  ,       , 

"No,  may  it  please  your  Highness ;  but  the  execu- 
tioner waits  them  so  soon  aa  the  prieat  hath  confesaad 

^  "Tit  them  live,"  said  the  Duke.  "  We  will  hear 
to-morrow  in  what  manner  they  propoae  to  justify 
their  proceedings  towards  us." 

Contay  bowed  and  left  the  apartment;  then  turning 
to  the  Englishman,  the  Duke  said,  with  an  indficrib- 
able  mixture  of  haoghdness  with  familiaritv  and  even 
kindness,  but  having  his  brows  cleared,  and  his 
looks  composed,— "We  are  now  clear  of  pbligation, 
my  Lord  of  Oxford— you  have  obtained  life  for  lifep 
nay,  to  make  up  some  inequality  whtcb  there  may  bo 
betwixt  the  value  of  the  commoditiee  bestowed,  yoo 
have  obtained  six  lives  for  one.  I  will,  therefore,  pay 
no  more  attention  to  you,  should  you  sgain  upbruC 
me  with  the  stumbling  horse  at  Mont  LHery,  or 
your  own  achievementa  on  that  occasion.  Moat 
princee  are  contented  with  privately  hating  such  men 
aa  have  rendered  them  extraordinary  services—^  fisel 
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no  such  disposition-I  only  dclest  bcinp:  reminded  of 
hnvinc  liad  occasion  for  ihcm.— Pshaw !  I  nni  half- 
choki-d  with  tho  effort  of  fore^^oing  my  own  fixed  re- 


.— So  ho !   who  wails  there  ? 


Bring 


nie  to 


Boltiti  in 

^T\nk.  ...  ,  .,        J 

An  iishi  r  ontcrod,  beannff  n  larifc  silver  nngon, 
which,  insicad  of  wine,  \va>?  filled  with  lisanne,  slight- 
ly f:ivoiir»»l  bv  iiromatic  lu  rbs. 

"I  am  po  lioi  nnrl  chokric  by  nature,"  paid  the 
Duke,  "that  our  lecchi.a  prohibit  uw.  from  drinkiiip 
wino.  IJut  you,  Oxford,  arc  bound  by  no  such  regl- 
miMi.    Got  tnec  to  thvcouniryiii:m,  Colviii,  the  ^cne- 


^nc  of  the  very  few  men  of  diatinctbn  whom  he  hid 
known  personally,  and  who  had  constantly  adhered 
to  that  family  through  the  train  of  misfortuDesbv 
which  they  setMned  to  be  totally  overwhelmed.  A 
repast,  of  which  his  son  had  already  partaken,  was 
onered  to  the  Earl  by  Colvin,  who  omitied  not  to  re- 
commend, by  precept  anrl  exampler  the  good  wine  of 
Burjrundy,  from  which  the  sovereign  ol  ihcprovinw 
was  himiV'jf  obliged  to  refrain. 

"His  Grace  shows  command  of  passion  in  that," 
said  Colvin.  *'  For,  south  fo  speak,  and  only  con- 
veming  betwixt  friends,  his  temper  grows  too  head- 


ral  «>f  our  arfilh'rv.   Wc  cociniund  thee  to  his  custody  long  to  bear  the  spur  which  a  cup  of  cordial  beverafw 

and  hoppimlily  I'lll  to-morrow,  whirh  mnst  be  a  bu.sy  gives  to  the  blood,  and  he,  therefore,  wisely  restricts 

day.  since  I  expect  to  receive  the  answer  of  these  himself  to  such  liquid  as  may  cool  rather  than  in- 

wisoaere*:!  of  I  ho  Dijon  assembly  of  e>tatcs  :  and  have  duiiie  his  natural  fire  of  disposition." 


also  to  hear  (liianks  to  your  htnlship'-s  interference) 
these  miserable  Swiss  envoys*,  n.s  they  call  themselves. 
Well,  no  more  on't.— Goo'd-niahl.  Vou  may  com- 
municate freely  with  Colvin,  who  is,  like  yourself,  an 
old  Lancastrian.— Hut  hark  ye,  not  a  word  res|)eciing 
Prov/^nec— not  even  in  your  sleep. — Conlay,  conduct 
this  Enu'lish  genileiiian'to  CiiUnn's  tent.  He  knows 
my  pleasure  respf-elmg  him.'' 

So  pi'iasc  your  Giaee,"  answered  Contay,  "I  left 
the  English  gentleman'^  son  with  Monsieur  dc  Col- 
vin." 

"Wlint!  thine  own  son,  Oxford 7  .\nd  with  thee 
here?  Why  did  you  not  tell  me  of  him  ?  Is  he  a  true 
acion  of  the  ancient  tree  ?'' 

"It  is  my  pri'ie  to  bfliirvc  .so,  my  lord.  lie  has 
been  the  faithful  companion  of  all  my  dangers  and 
wandoriniis." 

"  Happy  man  !"  said  the  Duke,  with  a  sigh.  ';  Vou, 
Oxford,  have  a  son  to  share  your  jwveriy  and  distress 
— ^I  have  none  to  be  partner  and  successor  to  my 
grearness." 


''  I  can  percr:ivc  as  much."  said  the  Lancastrian 
noble.  **  \Vl)cn  I  first  knew  the  noblr  Duke,  who  wai 
then  Earl  of  Charolois,  hia  temper,  though  alwa^ 
sufficiently  fierv,  was  calmness  to  the  impetuoMtf 
which  he  now  displays  on  the  smallest  contradictioa, 
such  is  the  course  of  an  uninterrupted  flow  of  prospe- 
rity. I-Ie  has  ascended,  by  his  own  cournee  and  the 
advantage  of  circumstances,  from  the  doubtful  place 
of  a  feudalon*  and  tributary  prince,  to  rank  wiihtha 
most  powerful  sovereigns  in  Europe,  and  to  aaMinc 
independent  majesty.  But  I  trust  the  noble  surtaof 
generosity,  which  atoned  for  hia  wilful  and  waywaid 
temper,  arc  not  more  few  than  formerly  ?'* 

"  I  have  good  right  to  say  that  thrv  are  not,"  te- 
pli(.>d  the  soldier  of  fortune,  who  onderstood  g«Mn>* 
siiy  in  the  restricted  sense  of  iibemhty.  ^'Ttie  Duke 
is  a  noble  and  openhandcd  master.** 

''  I  trust  his  bounty  is  conferred  on  men  who  are  at 
faithful  and  steady  in  their  service  as  you,  ColriiL 
have  ever  been.  But  I  see  a  change  in  your  army.  1 
know  tho  banners  of  most  of  the  old  hoimiin te- 


"You  have  a  daughter,  my  lord,"  said  the  noble  De    gundv— How  is  it  that  I  observe  eo  few  of  them  is 


Vere,  "  an<l  it  is  to  be  hoped  she  will  one  day  wed 
some  powerful  prince,  who  may  be  the  stay  of  your 
Highness'^  house." 

"Never!  By  Saint  George,  never!"  answea'd  the 
Duke,  shakily  and  shortly.  "  I  will  have  no  son-in- 
law,  who  may  make  the  daughter's  bed  a  stepping- 
stone  to  reach  the  father's  crown.  Oxford,  I  have 
spokfin  more  freely  than  I  am  wont,  perhaps  more 
freely  than  I  ought— But  I  hold  some  men  trust  worthy, 
and  bfilicvo  you,  Sir  John  de  Vere,  to  be  one  ol 
them." 

The  English  nobleman  bowed,  and  was  about  to 
leave  his  presence,  but  the  Duke  presently  recalled 
him. 

"There  is  on"  thing  moro,  Oxford.— Tho  cession  of 
Provence  is  not  quite  enough.  Rr>ne  and  Margaret 
must  aisavow  this  hot-brainefi  Ferrand  de  Vaude- 
mont,  who  is  making  some  foolish  stir  in  Lorraine,  in 
right  of  his  mother  Volande." 

My  lord,"  said  Oxford,  "  Ferrand  is  the  grandson 
of  King  Rene,  the  nephew  of  Queen  Margaret;  but 
yet" 

"  But  yet,  by  Saint  (Jeorgn,  his  rights,  as  he  calls 
them,  on  Ijorrame,  must  positively  be  disowned.  Vou 
talk  of  their  family  feelings,  whde  you  are  urging  me 
to  make  war  on  my  own  brother-in-law  !" 

Rent's  be^t  apology  for  deserting  his  i^andson," 
Answered  Oxford,  "  will  be  his  total  inability  to  sup- 
port and  ass  sr  him.  1  will  communicate  your  Grace's 
conditio!],  though  it  is  a  harrj  one." 

So  saying,  he  left  the  pavilion. 


CHAPTER  XXVL 

I  humbljr  tlianic  yuur  IliglineM, 


AnU  Am  rijrht  (tUil  t»  catch  tliiiw  goi*A  occasion 
Mont  ihorDUxlilr  to  bo  wmnow'd  when-  my  chafT 
And  corn  Hhall  fly  asunder.— King  Henry  Vill. 

Colvin,  the  English  officer,  to  whom  the  Duke  of 
Biirgimdy,  with  splendid  pay  and  appointments,  com- 
mitted the  charge  of  his  artillery,  was  owner  of  the 
tent  assigned  for  the  Englishman's  lodging,  and  re- 
ceived th(  Earl  of  Oxford  with  the  respect  due  to  his 
rank,  and  to  the  Duke's  cspocini  orders  upon  that  sub- 


thc  Duke's  camp?  I  see  flags,  and  pennoai,  isd 
pennocelles ;  but  even  to  me.  who  have  bern  flomanr 
vears  aLtiuainted  with  the  iHibiiity  both  of  France  asS 
t'Innders,  their  bearings  are  unknown.'* 

''  My  noble  lord  of  Oxford."  answered  the  officer, 
"it  ill  l)ecomes  a  man  who  lives  on  the  Duke'spayio 
censure  his  conduct ;  but  his  Highness  hath  of  itte 
trusted  too  much,  as  it  seems  to  me,  to  the  hired  am 
of  foreign  levies,  and  too  little  to  his  own  native  h^ 
jecta  and  retainers.  He  holds  it  better  to  take  iott 
his  Day  large  bands  of  German  and  Italian  meroenair 
soldiers,  than  to  repose  confidence  in  ihe  knighMud 
squires,  who  are  bound  to  bim  by  allegiance  and  fii 
dal  faith.  He  uses  the  aid  of  his  own  subjects  bst 
the  meansof  producing  him  sums  of  money,  which !• 
bestows  on  his  hired  troops.  The  Germans  are  hi- 
nest  knaves  enough  while  ivgularly  paid ;  but  Heava 
preserve  me  fn)m  the  Duke's  Italian  bands,  and  that 
Campohasso  their  leader,  who  waits  but  the  hiihwf 

Erice  to  sell  his  Highness  like  a  sheep  for  the  ■niO' 
les !" 

"  Think  you  so  ill  of  him  ?'*  demanded  the  EiiL 
"  So  very  ill  indeed,  that  I  believe,"  nslied  CoM 
"there  is  no  sort  of  treachery  which  the  hMrtflM 
devise,  or  the  arm  perpetrate,  that  hath  not  ready  ii- 
ception  in  his  brcaat,  and  prompt  execution  at.ni 
hand.  It  is  painful,  my  lord,  for  an  honest  EngjiM- 
man  like  me  to  serve  in  an  army  where  such  nwHg 
have  command.  But  what  can  I  do,  nnleislGOVM 
once  more  find  me  a  soldier's  occupation  in  nf^ 
five  country?  I  oAen  hope  it  will  pleaae  mtnwM 
Heaven  again  to  awaken  those  brave  civil  wan  ioBf 
own  dear  England,  where  all  was  fair  tgjiiUD^  >■■ 
treason  waa  unheard  of."  . 

Lord  Oxford  gave  his  host  toundentaodtCtutMi 
was  a  possibility  that  his  pious  wish  of  living  and d|^ 
ing  in  hia  own  country,  and  in  the  practiosoihiil^ 
fession,  was  not  to  be  despaued  of.  Msan  riflW  At 
requested  of  him,  that  early  on  the  next  moniar** 
would  procure  him  a  pasa  and  an  cacorilurhiiMh 
whom  he  was  compelled  to  despatch  finthaiifc  ^ 


Nancy,  the  residence  of  King  Ren^. 

"  What !"  said  Colvin,  '*  is  my  young  bold 
ford  to  take  a  degree  m  the  Court  or  Lom^ 


flfOi* 
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rect.    He  had  bi:cn  himself  a  follower  of  the  Lancas- !  other  business  is  listened  to  at  King  RnffCNM 
♦cr  faction,  ond  of  course  was  well  disponed  towards  i  savelov^and  poetry?" 
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"I  am  not  ambitious  of  auch  diatinction  for  him, 
ny  good  hoat,**  anawered  Oxford ;  but  Queen  Mar- 
garet ia  with  her  father,  and  it  ia  but  fitting  that  the 
'ouib  ahould  kias  her  hand." 

**EnouRh  apoken,"  aaid  the  veteran  Lancastrian. 
'I  truac,  though  winter  ia  fast  approaching,  the  Red 
loae  may  bloom  in  spring." 

He  then  uahered  the  Earl  of  Oxford  to  the  partition 
»f  the  tent  which  he  was  to  occupy,  in  which  there 
vaa  a  couch  for  Arthur  also^their  host,  as  Colvin 
night  be  termed,  assuring  them,  that,  with  peep  of 
lay,  horaea  and  faithful  attendants  should  be  ready  to 
■peed  the  youth  on  his  journey  to  Nancy. 

**  And  now,  Arthur^'^  said  his  father,  ^*  we  mnat  part 
>noe  more.  I  dare  give  thee,  in  thia  land  of  danger, 
10  written  communication  to  my  mistress  Queen 
Margaret;  but  aay  to  her,  that  I  have  found  the  Duke 
)f  Burgundy  wedded  to  his  own  views  of  interest,  but 
lot  averae  to  combine  them  with  hera.  Saj^,  that  I 
lave  little  doubt  that  he  will  grant  us  the  regoireil  aid, 
Mitnot  without  the  expected  reaignation  in  bis  favour 
yy  heraelf  and  King  Btm.  Say,  I  would  never  have 
"ecommended  aucn  a  aacrifice  for  the  precarious 
:hance  of  overthrowing  the  Houae  of  York,  but  thatl 
im  satisfied  that  France  and  Burgundy  are  han^ng 
ike  voUurea  over  Provence,  and  that  the  one  or  other, 
BT  both  princea,  are  readjr,  on  her  father'a  demise,  to 
poimoe  on  aucn  posseaaionB  as  they  have  reluctantly 
Vvred  to  him  during  his  life.  An  accommodation 
with  Burgundy  may  therefore,  on  the  one  hand, 
ensure  his  active  co-operation  in  the  attempt  on  Eng- 
land ;  and,  on  the  other,  if  our  high-spirited  princess 
Domplies  not  with  the  Duke's  request,  me  iuatice  of 
ber  cauae  will  give  no  additional  eecunty  to  ner  here- 
ditary claima  on  her  father's  dominions.  Bid  Queen 
Mai^rei,  therefore,  unless  she  should  have  Changed 
ber  viewa,  obtain  KingRen^'a  formal  deed  of  cession, 
conveying  hia  estatea  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  with 
her  Blajeaty'a  consent.  The  necessary  proviaiona  to 
the  King  and  to  herself  may  be  filled  up  at  her  Grace'a 
pleaaure,  or  they  may  be  left  blank.  I  can  truat  to  the 
Duke* a  ganeroaity  to  their  being  suitably  arranj^d. 
All  that  I  fear  ia,  that  Charlea  may  embroil  him- 
self'  

"In  aome  aiUy  exploit,  necessary  for  hia  own  ho- 
nour and  the  auety  of  hia  dominions."  anawered  a 
voice  behind  the  bning  of  the  tent;  '^and,  by  doing 
BO,  attend  to  his  own  aHaira  more  than  to  oure?  Ha, 
Sir  Earl  7" 

At  the  aame  time  the  curtain  was  drawn  aaide,  and 
I  peraon  entered,  in  whom,  though  clothed  with  the 
jerkin  and  bonnet  of  a  private  soldier  of  the  Walloon 
Buard,  Oxford  instantly  recognised  the  Dnke  of  Bur- 
Kundy^s   uarah   featurea  and   fierce   eyea,  aa  thev 

Sarkled  from  under  the  fur  and  feather  with  which 
e  cap  waa  ornamented. 

Arthur,  who  knew  not  the  Prince'a  peraon,  atarted 
It  the  intrusion,  and  laid  his  hand  on  hia  dagger;  but 
lia  father  made  a  signal  which  ataid  hia  hand,  and  he 
ptied  with  wonder  on  the  aolemn  respect  with  which 
iba  Earl  received  the  intruaive  aoldier.  The  firat  word 
Bibrmed  him  of  the  cauae. 

"  If  thia  maaking  be  done  in  proof  of  my  faith,  noble 
Ma  permit  me  to  aay  it  ia  superfluous." 

**Nay,  Oxford,"  answered  the  Duke,  "I  waa  a 
nurteooa  apy ;  for  I  ceaaed  to  pky  the  eavea- dropper. 
It  the  very  moment  when  I  had  reason  to  expect  you 
save  about  to  aay  something  to  anger  me." 
**Aa  I  am  a  true  Knight,  my  Lord  Duke,  if  you  had 
■natned  behind  the  arras,  you  would  only  have  heard 
|m  aame  trutha  whkh  I  am  ready  to  tell  in  your 
9^ec'a  presence,  though  it  may  have  chahced  they 
Wht  have  been  more  bluntly  expressed.'* 

Well,  apeak  them  then,  in  whatever  phraae  thou 
VBt— they  Ue  in  their  throats  that  say  Charles  of  Bur- 
JMidy  wss  ever  offended  by  advice  from  a  well-mean- 
tt  firiend." 

/"I  would  then  have  said,"  replied  the  Engliah  Earl, 
that  all  which  Margaret  of  Aojou  had  to  apprehend, 
^  that  the  Duke  of  BurgundV^  when  buckling  on 
n  armour  to^m  Provence  for  himself;  and  to  aFord 
Iher  hia  powerful  assistance  to  assert  her  rights  in 
wgland,  waa  likely  to  be  ^withdrawn  fVom  auch  high 
Qccta  by  an  imprudently  eager  deaire  to  avenge  him- 


self of  imaginary  afironta,  pfiered  to  htm,  aa  be  sup- 
poaed,  by  certain  confederadeaof  Alpine  mCKintaineen^ 
over  whom  it  ia  impossible  to  gain  any  important  ad- 
vantage, or  acquire  reputation,  while^n  the  contrary, 
there  18  a  riak  of  losing  both,  liiese  men  dwell 
amongst  rocks  and  deserts  which  are  almost  inac- 
ceesible,  and  subaiat  in  a  manner  so  rude,  that  tha 
pooreet  of  your  aubjecta  would  starve  if  aubjected  to 
aoch  a  diet.  They  are  formed  by  nature  to  be  tha 
garrison  of  the  mountain-fortresaes  in  which  she  baa 
pboed  tham;— ior  Heaven'a  aake  meddle  not  with 
them,  but  follow  forth  your  own  nobler  and  more  im- 
portant objects,  without  stirring  a  neat  of  hometa. 
which,  once  in  motion^  may  sting  you  into  msdnesa. 

The  Duke  hnd  proroiaed  patieoce,  and  endeavoured 
to  keep  hia  word ;  but  the  swoln  muscles  of  his  fac^ 
and  hia  flashing  eyea,  showed  how  painfiil  to  him  it 
waa  to  aoppreaa  his  resentment. 

"You  are  misinformed,  my  lord,"  he  said;  "these 
men  are  not  the  inoffenaive  nerdamen  and  peaaanta 
you  are  pleaaed  lo  suppose  tbem.  If  they  were,  I  might 
afford  to  despise  them.  But,  flushed  with  some  victo- 
ries over  the  sluggish  Austrisns,  they  have  shaken  off 
all  reverence  for  authority,  aasume  aire  of  indepen- 
dence, form  leaguea,  make  inioada,  atorm  towna,  doom 
and  execute  men  of  noble  birth  at  their  pleasure. — 
Thou  art  dull,  and  look'at  aa  if  thou  doat  not  appre- 
hend me.  To  rouse  thy  English  blood,  and  make  thaa 
sympathize  with  my  feeUnga  to  theae  mountaineers^ 
know  that  theae  Swiaa  are  very  Scota  to  my  domi- 
niona  in  their  neighbourhood ;  poor,  proud,  ierocioua ; 
eaaily  offended,  because  they  gain  by  war;  id  to  be 
appeased,  because  they  nouriah  deep  revenge;  ever 
ready  to  aeiae  the  moment  of  advantuge,  and  attack  a 
neighbour  wlien  he  ia  engaged  in  other  affaire.  Tha 
same  unquiet,  perfidious,  and  inveterate  enemiea  that 
the  Scota  are  to  England,  an  the  Swiaa  lo  Burgundy 
and  to  my  alliea.  what  say  you  7  Can  I  undertake 
any  thirg  of  conseouence  tin  I  have  crushed  the  pride 
of  such  a  people  7  It  will  be  but  a  few  daya*  work.  I 
will  grasp  the  mountain  hedge-hog,  pricklea  and  all, 
with  my  steel-gauntlet." 

"Your  Grace  will  then  have  ahorter  work  with 
them,"  replied  the  diaguiaed  nobleman,  "than  our 
English  Kings  have  had  with  Scotland.  The  wan 
tbere  have  lasted  so  long,  and  proved  so  bloody,  that 
^se  men  regret  we  ever  beiran  theto." 

"Nay,''  said  the  Duke,  *^I  will  not  diahonour  tha 
Scots  by  comparing  them  in  all  respecta  to  theae 
mountain-churls  of  the  Cantone.  The  Scota  have 
blood  and  gentry  among  them,  and  we  have  aeen 
many  examplea  of  both ;  these  Swiss  are  a  mere  brood 
of  peasants,  and  the  few  gentlemen  of  birth  they  can 
boaat  muat  hide  their  distinction  in  tha  dresa  and 
manners  of  do wna.  They  will,  I  think,  scarce  stand 
againat  a  charge  of  Hainaultera." 

"Not  if  the  Hainaultera  find  ground  to  ride  upon. 
But" 

"  Nay,  to  ailence  your  acruplea,"  aaid  the  Duke,  in- 
terruptmg  him,  "  know,  that  these  people  encourage, 
by  their  countenance  and  aid,  the  formation  of  the 
most  dangerous  conspiracies  in  my  dominions.  Look 
here— I  told  you  that  my  ofiicer.  Sir  Archibald  de  Ha- 
genbach,  was  murdered  when  the  town  of  Brisach 
waa  treacherously  taken  by  theae  barinleaa  Swinera 
of  youra.  And  here  is  a  scroll  of  parchment,  which 
announcea  that  my  servant  waa  murdered  by  doom 
of  the  Vehroe-gencht,  a  band  of  secret  aasaasina, 
whom  I  will  not  permit  to  meet  in  any  parr  6f  my 
dominions.  O,  could  I  but  catch  them  above  ground 
as  they  are  found  lurking  below,  they  shouW  know 
what  the  life  of  a  nobleman  is  wdrth !  Then,  look  at 
the  inaolence  of  their  atteatatioo?* 

The  scroll  bore,  with  the  day  and  date  adiected, 
that  judgment  had  been  done  on  Archibald  de  Hagen- 
bach,  for  tyranny,  violence,  and  oppression,  by  order 
of  the  Holy  Vehme,  and  that  it  was  executed  by  their 
officiala,  who  were  responrblc  for  the  same  to  their 
tribunal  alone.  It  was  countersigned  m  red  ink,  with 
the  badges  of  tha  Secret  Society,  a  coil  of  ropaa  aUd 

a  drawn  dagger.  ,        ,  .i   .,      •  t 

"This  document  I  found  smck  toiny  toilette  witfi  a 
knife,"  said  the  Duke;  "another  trick  by  which  they 
give  mystery  to  their  murderous  jugglery. 
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The  thought  of  what  ho  hnd  undergone  in  John 
Meng'B  house,  ond  reflcciions  upon  the  extent  nnd 
omnipresence  of  these  Secret  Associations,  struck 
even  the  brave  Englishman  with  an  involuntary- 
shudder. 

"  For  the  sake  of  every  saint  in  Heaven,"  he  said, 
"forbear,  my  lord,  to  speak  of  these  tremendous  so- 
cieties, whose  creatures  are  above,  beneath,  and 
around  us.  No  man  is  secure  of  his  jife,  however 
giiarded,  if  it  be  sought  by  a  man  who  is  careless  of 
nis  own.  Vou  arc  surrounded  by  Grermans,  Italians, 
ond  other  strangers— How  manvr  amongst  these  may 
be  bound  by  the  secret  lies  which  withdraw  men  from 
tfvery  other  social  bond,  to  unite  them  together  in  one 
inextricable,  though  secret  compact?  Beware,  noblo 
Prince,  of  the  situation  on  which  your  throne  is  placed, 
though  it  still  exhibits  all  the  splendour  of  power,  and 
all  the  solidity  of  foundation  that  belongs  to  so  august 
a  structure.  I— the  friend  of  thv  house— were  it  with 
my  dying  breath— must  needs  tell  thee,  that  the  Swiss 
hang  like  an  avalanche  over  thy  head  ;  and  the  Se- 
cret Associations  work  beneath  thee  like  the  first 
throes  of  the  coming  earthquake.  Provoke  not  the 
contest,  and  the  snow  will  rest  undisturbed  on  the 
mountain-side— the  agitation  of  the  subterranean  va- 
pours will  be  hushed  to  rest  ^  but  a  single  word  of 
defiance,  or  one  flash  of  indignant  scorn,  may  call 
their  terrors  into  instant  action." 

"  You  speak,"  said  the  Duke,  "  with  more  awe  of 
a  pack  of  naked  churls,  and  a  band  of  midnight  assas- 
sins, than  I  have  seen  you  show  for  real  danger.  Vet 
I  will  not  scnrn  your  counsel— I  will  hear  the  Swiss 
envoys  patiently,  and  I  will  not,  ii  I  can  help  it,  show 
the  contempt  tv^th  which  I  cannot  but  regard  their 

Sretenaions  tc  treat  as  independent  states.  On  the 
lecret  Associations  I  will  be  silent,  till  time  gives  me 
the  means  of  acting  in  combination  with  the  Empe- 
ror, the  Diet,  and  the  Princes  of  the  Empire,  that  they 
may  be  driven  fn)m  all  their  burrows  at  once.— Ha, 
Sir  Earl,  said  I  well?" 

"It  is  well  thought,  my  lord,  but  it  may  be  unhar>- 
pily  spoken.  You  are  in  a  position,  where  one  word 
overheard  by  a  traitor,  might  produce  death  and 
ruin." 

"  1  keep  no  traitors  about  me,"  said  Charles.  "  If  I 
thought  there  were  such  in  my  camp,  I  would  rather 
die  by  them  at  once,  than  live  m  perpetual  terror  and 
suspicion." 

"  Your  Hi^'hness's  ancient  followers  and  servants," 
said  the  Earl,  "  speak  unfavourably  of  the  Count  of 
Campo-basso,  who  holds  so  high  a  rank  in  your  con- 
fidence." 

"Ay,"  replied  the  Duke,  with  composure,  "it  is 
easy  to  decry  the  most  faithful  servant  in  a  court  by 
the  unanimous  hatred  of  all  the  others.  I  warrant 
me  your  bull- headed  countrvman,  Colvin.  has  been 
railing  against  the  Count  like  the  test  of  them,  for 
Campo-basso  Bcva  nothing  amiss  in  any  department 
but  he  reports  it  to  me  without  fear  or  favour.  And 
then  his  opinions  are  cast  so  much  in  the  same  mould 
with  my  own,  that  I  can  hardly  get  him  to  enlarge 
upon  what  he  best  understands,  if  it  seems  in  any 
respect  diflereni  from  my  sentiments.  Add  to  this  a 
noble  person,  g.aca,  gayety,  skill  in  the  exercises  of 
war, 
basso 
cabinet  r* 

"The  very  materials  out  of  which  a  favourite  is 
formed,"  answered  the  Earl  of  Oxfosd,  "but  some- 
thing less  adapted  for  making  a  faithfUI  counsellor." 

"  why,  thou  mistrustful fooC  said  theDuke^  "must 
I  tell  thee  the  very  inmost  secret  respecting  this  roan, 
Campo-basso,  and  will  nothing  short  of  it  stay  these 
imaginary  suspicions  which  thy  new  trade  of  an  iti- 
nerant merchant  haih  led  thee  to  entertain  so  rashly?" 

"If  your  Highness  honours  me  with  your  confi- 
dence.'^ said  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  "  I  can  only  say,  that 
mv  fidelity  shall  deserve  it." 

^*Know,  then,  thou  misbelieving  mortal,  that  my 
good  frieiid  and  brother,  Louis  of  France,  sent  me 

Erivate  information  through  no  less  a  person  than  his 
imous  barber,,  Oliver  le  Diable,  that  Campo-bano 
had  for  a  certain  sum  o^red  to  put  my  person  into 
hie  hands,  alive  or  dead.— You  start  r* 


'*  I  do  indeed— recollecting  yoiir  Highnesa'a  practice 
of  riding  out  lightly  armed,  and  with  a  very  small 
attendance,  to  reconnoitre  the  ground,  and  visit  thr 
outposts,  and  therefore  how  easuy  such  a  treacheroui 
dcxice  might  be  carried  into  execution." 

"Pshaw!"  answered  the  Duke.— "Thou  seeatthe 
danger  as  if  it  were  real,  whereas  nothing  can  be 
more  certain  than  that,  it  my  cou»n  of  FVsnce  had 
ever  received  such  an  oner,  he  would  have  been  thi 
last  person  to  have  put  roe  on  my  guard  agaioit  thp 
attempt  No— he  knows  the  value  I  set  on  Campo- 
basso' s  services,  and  forged  the  accusation  to  depnve 
me  of  lliem." 

"  And  yet,  my  lord,"  replied  the  English  Earl, "  voui 
Highness,  by  my  counsel,  will  not  unnecessarily « 
impatiently  ning  aside  your  armour  of  proof;  or  rid« 
without  the  escort  of  some  score  of  your  trusty  Wal- 
loons." 

"Tush,  man,  thou  wouldst  make  a  carbonado  of  i 
fever-stirred  wretch  like  myself,  betwixt  the  blight 
u-on  and  the  burning  sun.  But  I  will  be  cautiou 
though  I  jest  thus- and  you,  young  man,  may  assun 
nu'  cousin,  Margaret  of  Anjou,  that  I  will  considerbcf 
affairs  as  my  own.  And  remember,  youth,  that  tbe 
secrets  of  pnnces  arc  fatal  gifts,  if  he  to  whom  tbw 
are  imparted  blaze  them  abroad ;  but  if  duly  treasorn 
up,  they  enrich  the  bearer.  And  thou ahalt  nave  caiBe 
to  say  so,  if  thou  canst  bring  back  with  thee  from  Aii 
the  need  of  resignation,  of  which  thy  father  hath 
epoken.—Good-night— good-night  I" 

He  left  the  apartment. 

"You  have  just  seen^"  said  the  Earl  of  Oxfoidlo 
his  son,  "a  sketch  of  this  extraordinary  priaee,  by  lui 
own  pencil.  It  is  easv  to  excite  his  amoition  or  thiiit 
of  power,  but  well  nign  impossible  to  limit  him  to  liw 
just  measures  by  which  it  is  most  likely  lo  be  naii- 
fi^.  He  is  ever  like  the  young  archer,  etinled  mm 
his  mark  by  some  swallow  crossing  his  eye.  ftw 
careless  as  he  draws  thQ  string.  Now  irregnlailT 
and  offensively  suspicious— now  unreservedly  lavia 
of  his  confidence— not  long  since  the  enemy  of^faelioe 
of  Lancaster,  and  the  ally  of  her  deadly  foe— now  in 
last  and  only  stay  and  hope.  Gkxl  mend  all !— It  if  a 
weary  thing  to  look  on  the  game  and  soe  how  it  might 
be  won,  while  we  are  debarred  by  the  caprice  of  oibcn 
from  the  power  of  playing  it  according  lo  <Mir  owi 
skill.  How  much  must  depeud  on  the  decision  of 
Duke  Charles  upon  the  morrow,  and  how  little  do.l 
possess  the  power  of  inflnenciiijg  him  either  fbr  In 
own  safety  or  our  advantasc  I  Good  nifl^i,  my  sob. 
and  let  us  trust  events  to  Him  who  alone  can  oooim 
them." 


^jcvi  uiiicrcui  iiutii   iiiy  bl-uihiicuis.     auu  lu  iiiio  a 

»le  person,  g.acs,  gayety,  skill  in  the  exercises  of 
r,  and  in  the  courtly  arts  of  peace — such  is  Campo- 
iso;  and  being  such,  is  he  not  a  gem  for  a  prince's 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

Mr  blood  ImUi  been  loo  cold  and  fempcrsli. 
Unapt  to  itir  at  iheta  indinitin, 
And  70U  tiare  fovnri  me :  for,  accordiiuly. 
Yoa  treed  upon  my  petienee.—B'eiirir  iV. 

The  dawn  of  morning  roused  the  banished  Eul< 
Oxford  and  his  son,  andits  lights  werescarosat 
on  the  eastern  heaven,  ere  their  host,  Colvio,  SDi 
with  an  attendant,  beiaring  some  bundlesi  which  I 
placed  on  the  floor  of  the  tent,  and  instantly  r~^ 
The  officer  of  the  Duke' a  ordnance  then  annowN— •« 
that  he  came  with  a  meaaage  from  the  Dokeef  Bv^ 
gundy. 

"  His  Highness,"  he  said,  **hasKjnt  fonraioiUfMH 
men,  with  a  commission  of  credence  lo  my 
master  of  Oxford,  and  an  ample  purse  of  foldi 
nish  his  expenses  to  Aix,  and  while  his  ■&■■  1^ 
detain  him  there.  Also  a  letter  of  cradsnos  10  uv 
Rent,  to  ensure  his  reception,  and  two  siics  o(  ■»• 
nour  for  his  use,  as  for  an  Engliah  gsnilsinaa,  1 
ous  to  witness  the  festive  solemnitiae  d  Pkv* 
and  in  whose  safety  the  Dnke  doges  10  iiki 
interest.  His  '  '  "" "  *  - »  l- 
his  Highness 

prudence  and  secrecy.    His  Higfai -  ^ . 

a  couple  of  horses  for  hia  aae^— one  an  amhl|fl|J— g 
for  the  road,  and  another  a  stroqg:  bwhsd  hontii 
Flanders,  in  caae  he  hath  aoght  to  da  IiwiMbi^ 
ting  that  my  yoong  master  change  his  «tS  *■■ 
assume  attire  more  near  hia  pfopsr  ruk.  am  i^ 


aafety  the  Dnka  doges  10  nkt  «9 
farther  affiurs  there,  if  be  Dili  M^ 
recomibends  to  him  10  msHP  vij* 
secrecy.    Hia  Highneas  bath  sin  mm 
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odantft  know  the  road,  and  hsve  power,  in  caie  of 
led,  to  aommon,  in  tixe  Duke's  name,  aaaistanoe 
oai  all  faithful  Burgundians.  I  have  bat  to  add.  the 
M>ii«r  the  ycnxM  gentleman  eets  forward,  it  will  be 
le  better  aiigo  of  a  aucceesful  journey." 
"I  em  ready  to  mount,  the  instant  that  I  have 
tanged  rov  drees,"  eaid  .Arthur. 
**  And  I,  said  his  father,  "have  no  wish  to  detain 
im  on  the  eervice  in  which  he  is  now  employed. 
either  he  nor  I  will  say  aiore  than  God  be  with 
>o.  How  and  where  we  are  to  meet  again,  who 
in  tell  r» 

**  I  believe."  said  Coivin,  **  that  must  rest  on  the 
lotions  of  the  Duke,  which,  perchance,  are  not  yet 
Ktermined  upon;  but, his  Highness  depends  upon 
»ur  remaining  with  him,  my  noble  lord,  till  the  af- 
lirs  of  which  you  come  to  treat  may  be  more  fully 
Bcided.  Something  I  have  4br  your  lordship's  pn- 
ate  ear,  when  your  son  hath  parted  on  his  journey." 
While  Colvin  was  thus  talkmg  with  his  father,  at- 
lur,  who  was  not  above  half-dressed  when  he  entered 
le^tent,  had  availed  himself  of  an  obscure  corner,  in 
rhich  he  ezchang^  the  plain  garb  belonging  to  his 
Bppoaed  condition  as  a  merchant,  for  such  a  riding 
int  aa  became  ayoung  man  of  some  quality  attached 
» the  Court  of  Burgundy.  It  was  not  without  a  na- 
nal  oenaatioa  of  pleasuxe,  that  the  youth  resumed 
n  apparel  suitable  to  his  birth,  and  which  no  one 
ras  personally  more  fitted  to  become ;  but  it  was 
rith  anuch  deeper  feeling  that  be  hastily,  and  as  se- 
retly  aa  poeaible,  flung  round  his  neck,  and  concealed 
pder  the  collar  and  folds  of  his  ornamental  doublet, 
amall  thin  chain  of  gold,  curiously  linked  in  what 
ras  called  Morisco  work.  This  was  the  contents  pf 
be  parcel  which  Anne  of  Gleierstein  had  indulged  his 
lelinga,  and  perhaps  her  own,  by  putting  into  his 
linds  aa  they  parted.  The  chain  waa  secured  by  a 
Ught  plate  of  gold,  on  which  a  bodkin^  or  a  point  of 
.  knife,  had  traced  on  the  one  side,  ia  distinct  though 
^t  characters,  Aoxsu  roa  evxb  I  while,  on  the  re- 
arse,  there  was  much  more  obscurely  traced,  the 
rord  RzMXMBxa  !~A.  von  G. 
All  who  may  read  thia  are^  have  been,  or  will  be, 
ivera ;  and  there  is  none,  therefore,  who  may  not  be 
hie  to  comprehend  why  this  token  was  carefully 
cspeoded  around  Arthurs  neck,  so  that  the  inscrip- 
ion  might  rest  on  the  region  of  his  heart,  without 
he  interruption  of  any  substance  which  could  pre- 
ent  the  pledge  from  b«ing  agitated  by  every  throb  of 
liat  busy  organ. 

This  being  hastily  insured,  a  few  minutes  com- 
leted  the  rest  of  his  toilette ;  and  he  kneeled  before 
is  father  to  ask  his  blessing,  and  his  further  com- 
sands  for  Aix. 

His  father  blessed  him  almost  inarticulately,  and 
tien  aaid,  with  recovered  firmness,  that  he  was 
heady  poaseaaed  of  all  the  knowledge  necessary  for 
access  on  his  miesbn. 

"When  you  can  bring  me  the  deeds  wanted."  he 
whispered  with  more  firmness,  "you  will  find  me 
ear  the  person  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy." 
They  went  forth  of  the  tent  in  silence,  and  found 
afore  it  the  four  Burgundian  yeomen,  tall  and  active- 
Mking  men.  ready  mounted  themselves,  and  holding 
R^o  aaddled  horses— the  one  accoutred  for  war,  the 
thcr  a  spirited  jennet,  for  the  purposes  of  the  jour- 
ey.  One  of  them  led  a  sumpter-horse,  on  which 
!6lvin  informed  Arthur  he  would  find  the  change  of 
abit  necseaaary  when  he  should  arrive  at  Aix ;  and 
t  the  same  time  delivered  to  him  a  heavy  purse  of 
old. 

"Thiebault,"  he  continued,  pointing  out  the  eldest 
f  the  attendant  troopers,  "may  be  trusted— I  will  be 
rarrant  for  hia  sagacitjr  and  fidelity.  The  other  three 
re  picked  men,  who  will  not  fear  tneir  skin-cutting." 
Arthur  vaulted  into  the  saddle  with  a  sensation  of 
leasure,  which  was  natural  to  a  young  cavalier  who 
ad  not  for  many  months  felt  a  spirited  horse  beneath 
im.  The  lively  jennet  reared  with  impatience.  Ar- 
bor sitting  firm  on  his  seat,  as  if  he  had  been  a  part 
f  the  animal,  enly  gpid,  "  Ere  we  are  long  acquainted, 
by  spirit,  my  fair  roan,  vrill  be  something  more 
amed." 
"One  word  more,  my  son,"  said  his  father,  and 


whispered  in  Arthur's  ear,  as  he  stooped  fitom  the 
saddle ;  "  if  you  receive  a  letter  from  me,  donot  think 
yourself  fully  acquainted  with  the  contenta  till  the 
paper  has  been  held  opposite  to  a  hot  fire." 

Arthur  bowed,  and  motioned  to  the  elder  trooper  to 
lead  the  way,  when  all,  giving  rein  to  their  horsea, 
rode  off  through  the  encampment  at  a  round  pace, 
the  young  leader  signing  an  adieu  to  his  father  and 
Colvin. 

The  Earl  stood  like  a  man  in  a  dream,  following 
his  son  with  his  eyea,  in  a  kind  of  reverie,  which  was 
only  bc^ken  when  Colvin  said,  "  I  marvel  not,  my 
lord,  that  you  are  anxious  about  my  young  master; 
he  is  a  gallant  youth,  well  worth  a  father's  caring  fb|^ 
and  the  times  we  live  in  are  both  false  and  bloody." 

"  God  and  St.  Mary  be  my  witness,"  said  the  Earl, 
"  that  if  1  grieve,  it  is  not  for  my  own  house  only  ;— 
if  1  am  anxious,  it  is  not  for  the  sake  of  my  own  eon 
alone  {—but  it  is  hard  to  risk  a  last  stake  in  a  cauaa 
so  perilous.— What  commands  brought  you  from  the 
Duke?" 

"His  Grace,"  said  Colvin,  "  will  get  on  horseback 
after  he  has  breakfasted.  He  sends  you  some  gar- 
ments, which,  if  not  fitting  your  quaUty,  are  yet 
nearer  to  suitable  apparel  than  those  you  now  wear, 
and  he  desires  that,  observing  your  incognito  as  an 
English  merchant  of  eminence,  you  will  join  him  in 
his  cavalcade  to  Dijon,  where  be  ia  to  receive  the 
anawer  of  the  Estatea  of  Burgundj  concerning  mat- 
ters submitted  to  their  consideration,  and  thereafter 
Eve  public  audience  to  the  Deputies  from  Switzer- 
nd.  His  Highness  haa  charged  me  with  the  can 
of  finding  you  wajMle  acoommodatwn  during  lite 
ceremonies  of  the  nay,  which,  he  thinks,  yon  will,  aa 
a  stranger,  be  pleased  to  look  upon.  But  he  probably 
told  you  all  thia  himself  for  I  think  you  saw  nim  laat 
night  in  disguise— Nay,  look  as  strange  as  you  will— 
the  Duke  plays  that  tnck  too  often  to  oe  able  to  do.it 
with  secrecy ;  the  very  horse-boys  know  him  while 
be  traverses  the  tents  of  the  common  soldiery,  and 
sutler  women  give  him  the  name  of  the  apied  spy.  If 
it  were  only  honest  Harry  Colvin  who  knew  this, 
it  ahould  not  cross  his  lips.  But  it  is  practiaed  too 
openly,  and  too  widely  known.  Come,  nohle  lord, 
though  I  muat  teach  my  toii^ue  to  forego  that  court- 
eay,  will  you  along  to  breakfast?"  , 

The  meal,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  time,  waa 
a  solemn  and  solid  one :  and  a  favoured  officer  of  the 
Great  Duke  of  Burgunay  lacked  no  meana,  it  may,  be 
believed,  of  rendering  Sue  hospitality  to  a  guest  having 
claims  of  such  high  respect.  But  ere  the  breakfiBat 
waa  over,  a  clamorous  flourish  of  trumpets  aii- 
nounced  that  the  Duke,  with  his  attendants  and  reti- 
nue, were  sounding  to  horse.  Philipaon,  aa  he  was 
still  called,  was.  in  the  name  of  the  Duke,  prraented 
with  a  stately  charger,  and  with  his  host  mmgled  m 
the  splendid  aasembly  which  began  to  gather  in  front 
of  the  Duke's  pavilion.  In  a  few  mmutea,  the  Pnnce 
himself  issued  forth,  in  the  superb  dress  of  the  Order 
of  the  Golden  Fleece,  of  which  his  father  Phiup  had 
been  the  founder,  and  Charles  was  himself  the  patron 
and  sovereign.  Several  of  his  courtiers  were  dressed 
in  the  same  magnificent  robes,  and  with  their  follow- 
ers and  attendants,  displayed  so  much  wealth  and 
splendour  of  sppearance,  as  to  warrant  the  common 
saying,  that  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  maintained  the 
most  magnificent  court  in  Christendom.  The  officers 
of  his  household  attended  in  their  order,  together  with 
heralds  and  pursuivants,  tho jp-otesque  nchness  of 
whose  habits  bad  a  singular  effect  among  those  of  the 
high  clergy  in  their  albes  and  dalmatiques,  and  of  the 
knights  and  crown  vassals  who  were  arrayed  in  ar- 
mour. Among  these  last,  who  were  variously  equip- 
ped, according  to  the  different  character  of  their 
service,  rodeOxford,butin  a  peaceful  habit,  neither  so 
plain  as  to  be  out  of  place  amongst  such  splendour, 
nor  so  rich  as  to  draw  on  him  a  special  or  particular 
degree  of  attention.  He  rode  by  the  side  of  Colvin, 
his  tall  muscular  figure,  and  deep-marked  features, 
formiiig  a  strong  contrast  to  the  rough,  almost  ignoble, 
cast  oTcountenanoe,  and  stout  thick-set  form,  of  the 
leas  distinguished  soldier  of  fortune.  ^    l,  . 

Ranged  into  a  solemn  procession,  the  rear  of  which 
was  closed  by  a|piaid  ot  two  hundred  picked  arque- 
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bosiani  a  detcnption  of  9o\dmn  who  were  jart  tlMO 
eomiag  into  notioe,  and  as  maor  moontea  roen-at- 
•ima,  tbA  DukB  and  his  retiooe,  teatring  the  barriers 
of  the  camp,  directed  their  march  to  the  town,  or 
rather  atf,  ot  Dijon,  in  those  days  the  capital  or  all 
Hurgundjr. 

It  was  a  town  well  aecuied  with  walla  and  ditches, 
which  last  were  filled  by  means  of  a  small  river, 
named  Doosche,  which  combines  its  waters  for  that 
purpose  with  a  torrent  called  Suzon.  Four  gates, 
Vith  appropriate  barbicans,  outworks,  and  draw- 
bridgest  corresponded  nearly  to  the  cardmaljwiots  of 
the  compass,  and  gave  admission  to  the  aty.  Tlie 
number  of  towers,  which  stood  high  above  its  walls, 
and  d^nded  them  at  different  anzles,  was  thirty- 
three;  and  the  walls  themselves,  which  exceeded  m 
most  places  the  height  of  thirty  feet,  were  built  of 
stones  hewn  snd  squared,  aiMi  were  of  great  thick- 
ness. This  stately  citv  was  soffrounded  on  the  outside 
with  hills  covered  with  vineyards,  while  from  within 
its  walls  rose  the  towers  of  many  noble  buildings, 
both  public  and  private,  as  well  as  the  steeples  of 
magnificent  churches,  and  of  well-endowed  convents, 
attesting  the  wealth  and  devotion  of  the  houss  of 
Bqrgundy. 

When  the  trumpets  of  the  Duke's  procession  had 
sommoned  the  buigher  gusrd  at  the  gate  of  Sl  Nicho- 
las, the  drawbridge  fell,  the  portcuUis  rose,  the  people 
shouted  joyously,  tne  windows  were  hung  with  lapes- 
try,  and  as,  in  the  midst  of  his  retinue,  Charies  himself 
came  riding  on  a  milkwhite  steed,  attended  onlv  by 
six  pages  under  fourteen  years  old,  with  each  a  gilded 
parnsan  in  his  hand,  the  acclamations  with  which  be 
was  received  on  all  sides,  showed  that,  if  some  instan- 
ces of  misrule  had  diminished  his  popularity,  enough 
of  it  remsined  to  render  his  reception  into  his  capital 
daoorous  at  least,  if  not  enthusiastic.  It  is  probable 
that  the  veneration  attached  to  his  father's  memory 
counteracted  for  a  long  time  the  unfavourable  effect 
which  some  of  his  own  actions  were  calculated  to 
DToduce  on  the  public  mind. 

The  proiression  halted  before  a  Isrge  Gk>thic  building 
in  the  centre  of  Diioo.  This  was  then  called  Maison 
du  Due  as,  after  the  union  of  Burgundv  with  France, 
it  was  termed  Maison  du  Rov.  The  Mairc  of  Dijon 
atteiided  on  the  steps  before  this  palace,  accompanied 
bv  his  official  brethren,  snd  escorted  by  a  hundred 
able-bodied  citizens,  in  black  velvet  cloaks,  bearing 
half  pikes  in  their  handa  The  Maire  kneeled  to  kiss 
the  stirrup  of  the  Duke,  and  at  the  moment  when 
Charies  descended  from  bis  horse  every  bell  in  the 
city  commenced  so  thundering  a  peal,  that  they  might 
almost  have's  wakened  the  dead  who  slept  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  steeples,  which  rocked  with  their  clangor. 
Under  the  influence  of  this  stunning  peal  of  welcome, 
the  Duke  entered  the  great  hall  of  the  buildins^  at  the 
upper  end  of  which  were  erected  a  throne  for  the  sove- 
reign,, seats  for  his  more  distinguished  officers  of  state 
and  higher  vassals,  with  benches  behind  for  persons  of 
less  note.  On  one  of  these,  but  in  a  spot  from  which 
he  might  possess  a  commsnding  view  of  the  whole  as- 
sembly, as  well  as  of  the  Duke  himself  Colvin  placed 
the  noble  Englishman :  and  Charles,  whose  quick 
stem  eye  glanced  rapidly  over  the  party  when  they 
were  seated,  seemed,  bv  a  nod  so  slight  as  to  be 
almost  imperceptible  to  those  around  him,  to  give  his 
approbation  of  the  arrangement  adopted. 

when  the  Duke  and  his  assistants  were  seated  and 
in  order,  the  Maire,  again  approaching,  in  the  most 
humble  manner,  and  Kneeling  on  the  lowest  step  of 
the  ducal  throne,  reguested  to  know  if  his  Highnesses 
Idsure  permitted  him  to  hear  the  inhabitants  of  his 
capital  express  their  devoted  zeal  to  his  person,  and  to 
accept  the  benevolence  which,  in  the  shape  of  a  silver 
cup  filled  with  gold  pieces,  he  bad  the  distinguished 
honour  to  place  oefore  his  feet,  in  name  of  the  citizens 
and  community  of  Dijon. 

Charies,  who  at  no  time  afiected  much  courtesy, 
answered  briefly  and  bluntly,  with  a  voice  which  was 
naturally  harsh  and  dissonant,  "  All  things  in  their 
order;  good  Master  Maire.  Let  us  first  hesr  what 
the  Estates  of  Burgundy  have  to  say  to  us;  we  will 
then  bsten  to  the  burshers  of  Dijon.*' 

Ine  Maire  rose  and  retired,  bearing  in  hii  hand  the  | 


sflwcBfi,  and 

as  well  as  surmise,  that  its  oooteofes 

an  instant  and  gradoos  aeoartaneaL 

*'I  expected  aaid  Duke  Chaiiei^  **to 
this  hour  and  place  our  Bstatea  of  the  daeby  sf  Bn- 
gundy,  or  a  deputation  of  tfacsi.  with  an  answer  to 
our  message  oonveyaJ  to  tbera  three  days  ■aceW  an 
chancellor.    Is  than  no  ona  here  on  iheir  partT 

The  Maire,  as  nooe  else  made  nn 
swer,  said  that  the  raemben  of  the 
in  close  deUberaiioD  the  whole  of  that 
doubtless  would  instantly^  wait  upon  his 
when  they  hesrd  that  he  had   hoDoond  the 
with  his  preeenosk 

**  Go,  Toison  d*Or"  said  the  Duke  to  thehctaUd 
the  order  of  the  Ck»ldeo  Fleeee,*  **  bear  to  these  pm- 
tlemen  the  tidmgs  that  we  desire  to  know  the  fH  af 
their  deliberarions;  and  that  neither  in  eaanmfWK 
in  loyalty  can  they  expect  oa  to  wait  long.  Be  isaat 
with  them.  Sir  Herald,  or  we  ahall  be  ns  mad  vdl 
you." 

While  the  herald  was  absent  on  his  mtaaoaai 
may  remind  our.  readers,  that  in  all  feodahaed  eoa- 
tries,  (that  is  to  say,  in  almost  all  Earape  donag  ifci 
middle  s^^es,)  an  ardent  spirit  of  liberty  pervsdea  isi 
oonstituuon;  and  the  only  fault  that  ooald  hekmt 
waa,  that  the  privileses  snd  freedooi  for  wbaeh  Ac 
great  vassals  contended  did  not  sufficaendy  desoat 
to  the  lower  orders  of  society,  or  extend  protectts  » 
those  who  were  most  likely  to  need  it.  Tlie  f^hs 
ranks  in  the  esute,  the  nobles  and  deiny,  imj^ 
high  and  important  privile^ea,  and  eren  &  thin  » 
tate,  or  citizena,  had  this  immanity  in  pectiiac  ikc 
no  new  duties,  ctistoms,  or  taxes  kx  any  kind  carit 
be  exacted  fiom  them  save  bj  their  own  oonaeoL 

The  memory  of  Duke  Philip,  the  fa  ther  of  Ch«k 
was  dear  to  the  Burgundiana ;  for  daring  twenty  fiB 
that  sage  prince  had  maintained  his  rank  atasa^ 
the  sovereigns  of  Enr(^>e  with  modi  dignity,  andksc 
accumulated  treasure  without  exacting  or  reeatm 
any  great  increaae  of  supples  from  the  rich  oooieB 
which  he  governed.  But  the  extravagant  sdma 
and  immoderate  expense  of  Duke  Charies  had  abstf 
excited  the  suspicion  of  his  Estatee ;  and  the  a«x 
good-will  betwixt  the  prince  and  people  began  u  h 
exchao|!ed  for  suspicion  and  distrust  on  the  one  stfb 
and  defiance  on  the  other.  The  refractory  dnpoiea 
of  the  Estates  had  of  late  increased ;  formef  kc 
disapproved  of  various  wars  in  which  thar  Duke  bs 
needlessly  embarked,  and  from  hia  levying  sach  \mp 
bodies  of  mercenary  troops,  they  came  to  sonpeci  n 
might  finally  einploy  the  wealth  voted  to  him  ^ 
his  subjects,  for  toe  undue  extension  of  his  r9jal  (S- 
rogative,  and  the  destruction  of  the  liberties  cf  ih 
people. 

At  the  ssme  time,  the  Duke's  uniform  soccesi  a 
enterprises  which  appeared  denperate  as  w«»ll  as  tf 
cult,  esteem  for  the  frankness  and  openness  of  hi 
character,  and  dread  of  the  obstinacy  and  headttov 
tendency  of  a  temper  which  oonld  seldom  bcsr  pe- 
suasion,  and  never  endured  oppoeition,  still  thie*  tw 
and  terror  around  the  throne,  which  was  mafionS^ 
aided  by  the  attachment  of  the  oommoo  people  s>  ^ 
person  of  the  present  Duke  and  to  the  memorr  of  Is 
father.  It  had  been  understood,  that  i^on  tne  f» 
sent  occssion  there  was  strong  opposition  aaoi 
the  Estates  to  the  system  of  taxation  prxipoaed  oo 
part  of  the  Duke,  and  the  issue  was  expect^  aa 
considerable  anxiety  by  the  Duke's  countelkvs.  mi 
with  fretful  impatience  by  the  sovereign  hjattdf 

AAer  a  space  of  about  ten  minutes  bad  elapsed,  ikt 
Chancellor  of  Burgundy,  who  was  Archbishap  4 
Vienne,  and  a  prelate  of  high  rank,  cntend  i^brf 
with  his  train ;  and  passing  behind  the  docal  tfarsM 
to  occupy  one  of  the  most  distingiusbed  places  is  ^ 
assembly,  he  stopped  for  a  moment  to  ui»  hki  isan* 
to  receive  the  answer  of  his  Estates  in  a  private  sa^ 
ner,  giving  him  at  the  same  time  to  understaai  tM 
the  result  of  the  deliberations  had  been  by  no 
satisfactory. 

. . "  By  Samt  George  of  Burgundy,  my  Lord  Aitfc- 
bishop,"  answered  the  Duke,  sternly  and  aloud, 
are  not  a  prince  of  a  mind  ao  paltry  that  we 
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■hoa  the  moody  looks  of  a  discontented  and  insolent 
racuon.  If  the  Estates  of  Buiffundy  send  a  disobe- 
dient and  disloyal  answer  to  our  paternal  meseaee, 
let  tbem  deliver  it  in  open  court,  that  the  assembled 
people  may  learn  how  t^  decide  between  their  Duke 
and  those  oetty  yet  intrigniag  spirits,  who  would  in- 
terfere with  our  authority." 

The  chancellor  bowed  gravely,  and  took  bis  seat ; 
vbile  the  English  Earl  observed,  that  most  of  the 
BMmbm  o{  the  assembly,  excepting  such  as  in  doing 
"ocoqld  not  escape  the  Duke's  notice,  passed  some 
ftosenrstions  to  their  neighbours,  which  were  received 
with  a  half-expressed  nod,  shrug,  or  shake  of  the  head, 
as  men  treat  a  proposal  upon  which  it  is  dangerous  to 
lecide.  At  the  same  time,  Toison  d'Or,  who  acted 
KB  master  of  the  ceremonies,  introduced  mto  the  hall 
ioonomitteeof  the  Estates,  oonsisnng  of  twelve  mem- 
Mrs,  four  from  each  branch  of  the  Estates,  snnounced 
^  ?°powered  to  deliver  the  answer  of  that  assembly 
to  the  Duke  of  BurE(ondy.. 

^vhen  the  deputation  entered  the  hall,  Charles  arose 
TOm  his  throne,  according  to  ancient  custom,  and 
taking  fipm  his  head  bis  bonnet,  charged  with  a  huge 
»lnme  of  feathers,  "Health  and  welcome."  he  said, 

to  my  good  subjects  of  tlio  Estates  of  Burgundy  !*' 
&I1  the  numerous  train  of  courtiers  rose  and  uncovered 
ihjeir  heads  with  the  ss-ne  ceremony.  The  members 
>f  the  states  then  dropt  on  one  knee,  the  four  eccle- 
nasbca,  among  whom  Oxford  recognised  the  Black 
Pnest  of  Sl  Paul'a,  approaching  nearest  to  the 
Duke  s  person,  the  nobles  kneeling  behind  them,  and 
die  bnraesses  in  the  rear  of  the  wboI& 

"  Noble  Duke,"  said  the  Priest  of  SL  Paul's,  "  will 
1  best  please  you  to  hear  the  answer  of  your  good 
ind  loyal  Estates  of  Burgundy  by  the  voice  orone 
nemMT  speaking;  for  the  whole,  or  by  three  persons, 
«ch  delivering  the  sense  of  the  body  to  which  he 
Miongs?" 

"  As  you  will,"  sakl  the  Duke  of  Burgundy. 

**  A  pnest,  a  noble,  and  a  free  burffber,"  said  the 
shurchman,  still  on  one  kne&  "  will  address  your 
SighneBs  in  succession.  For  though,  blessed  be  the 
Grad  who  leads  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity  I 
sre  are  agreed  in  the  general  answer,  yet  each  body  of 
lie  Estates  may  have  special  and  separate  reasons  to 
lUese  for  the  common  opinion." 

"We  will  hear  you  separately,"  said  Duke  Charles, 
casting  his  hat  upon  his  head,  and  throwing  himself 
»relessly  hack  into  his  seat.  At  the  same  time,  all 
prho  were  of  noble  blood,  whether  in  the  committee 
IT  amongst  the  spectators,  vouched  their  right  to  be 
were  of  their  sovereign  by  assuming  their  bonnets; 
md  a  dood  of  waving  plumes  at  once  added  grace 
usd  dignitv  to  the  assembly. 

When  the  Duke  resumed  his  seat,  the  deputation 
iroee  from  their  knees,  and  the  Black  Priest  of  St 
'anl's,  again  stepping  tbrth,  addressed  him  in  these 
voffds : — 

"  My  Lord  Duke,  your  loyal  and  faithful  clergy 
lave  considered  your  Higfaness's  proposal  to  lay  a 
aliiage  on  your  people,  in  order  to  make  war  on  the 
confederate  Cantons  in  the  country  of  the  Alps.  The 
piarrel,  my  liege  lord,  seems  to  your  clergy  an  unjust 
md  oppressive  one  on  your  Highnesses  part ;  nor  can 
liey  nope  that  God  will  bless  those  who  arm  in  it. 
Phey  are  therefore  compelled  to  reject  your  High- 
lees's  proposal." 

The  Duke's  eye  lowered  gloomily  on  the  deliv- 
(rer  of  this  unpalatable  message.  He  shook  his 
lead  with  one  of  those  stem  and  menacing  looks 
rhich  the  harsh  composition  of  his  features  rendered 
liem  peculiarly  quahiied  to  express.  "  IToq  have 
ix>ken.  Sir  Pnest,"  was  the  only  reply  which  he 
Msgned  to  make. 

One  of  the  four  nobles,  the  Sira  de  Myrebeau,  then 
aprossed  himself  thus  :— 

"  Tour  Highness  has  asked  of  your  fiuthful  nobles 
;o  consent  to  new  ioiposts  and  exacdons,  to  be  levied 
hrough  Burgundy^  for  the  raising  of  additional  bands 
if  hired  soldiers  for  the  maintenance  of  the  quarrels 
if  the  state.  My  lord,  the  swords  of  the  Burgundian 
ioble&  knights,  and  gpentlemen,  have  been  ever  at 
four  Highness's  command,  as  those  of  our  ancestors 
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your  HigbneM's  Just  quarrel  we  will  so  forther,  and 
fight  firmer,  than  any  hired  fellows  who  can  be  pro 
Si'®°».,Y'°*^"®f  from  France,  or  (Germany,  or  Italy. 
We  will  not  give  our  consent  that  the  people  should 
be  taxed  for  paying  mercenaries  to  discharge  that 
military  duty  which  it  is  alike  our  pride  and  our  exclu- 
sive pnvil^e  to  render." 

"You  have  spoken,  Sire  de  Myrebeau,"  were 
again  the  only  words  of  the  Duke's  reply.  He  ut- 
tered them  slowly  and  with  deliberation,  as  if  afraul 
lest  some  phrase  of  imprudent  violence  should  escspe 
atong  with  what  he  purposed  to  say.  Oxford  thought 
he  cast  a  glance  towards  him  before  he  spoke,  as 
if  the  consciousness  of  his  presence  was  some  addi- 
oonal  restramt  on  his  passion.  "Now.  Heaven 
grant, .  he  said  to  himself,  "  that  this  opposition  may 
work  IIS  proper  effect,  and  induce  the  Duke  to  re- 
nounce an  imprudent  attempt,  so  hazardous  and  so 
unnecessary !" 

While  he  muttered  fhese  thoughts,  the  Duke  made 
a  Sign  to  one  of  the  Hei-t  Stat,  or  commons,  to  speak 
in  bis  turn.  The  person  who  obeyed  the  signal  was 
Martm  Block,  a  wealthy  butcher  and  grazier  of  Dijon. 
His  words  were  these :— "  Noble  Pnnce,  our  fathcre 
were  the  dutiful  subjects  of  your  predeceesora;  we 
are  the  same  to  you ;  our  children  will  be  alike  the 
liegemen  of  your  successors.  But,  touching  the  re- 
quest your  chancellor  has  made  to  us,  it  is  such  as 
our  anoestore  never  complied  with ;  such  as  we  are 
determined  to  refuse,  and  such  as  will  never  be  con- 
ceded by  the  Estates  of  Biu-gundy,  to  any  prinoa 
whatsoever,  even  to  the  end  of  time." 

Charles  had  borne  with  impatient  silence  the 
speeches  of  the  two  former  oratora,  but  this  blunt 
and  hardy  reply  of  the  third  Estate,  excited  him  be- 
yond what  his  nature  could  endure.  He  gave  way  to 
the  impetuosity  of  his  disposition,  sumped  on  the 
floor  tiU  the  throne  shook,  and  the  high  vault  rung 
over  their  heads,  and  overwhelmed  the  bold  burgher 
with  reproaches.  '*  Beast  of  burden,"  he  said,  ^am 
I  to  be  stunned  with  thy  braying,  too?  The  nobles 
may  claim  leave  to  speak,  for  they  can  fight ;  the 
clergy  may  use  their  tongues,  for  it  is  their  trade ;  but 
thou,  that  has  never  shed  blood,  save  that  of  bullocks, 
more  stupid  than  thou  art  thyself— must  thou  and 
thy  herd  come  hither,  privileged,  forsooth,  to  bellow 
at  a  prince's  footstool  7  Know,  brute  as  thou  art, 
that  steera  are  never  introduced  into  temples  but  to  be 
sacrificed,  or  butchera  and  mechanics  brought  before 
their  sovereign,  save  that  they  may  have  the  honour 
to  supply  the  pubUc  wants  from  tneir  own  swelling 
hoards  P' 

A  murmur  of  displeasure,  which  even  the  terror  of 
the  Duke's  wrath  could  not  repress,  ran  through  the 
audience  at  these  words ;  and  the  ourgber  of  Dijon, 
a  sturdy  plebeian,  replied,  with  little  reverence,— "Our 
purses,  my  Lord  Duke,  are  our  own— we  will  not 
put  the  stnngs  of  them  into  your  Highness's  hands^ 
unless  we  are  satisfied  with  the  purposes  to  which 
the  money  is  to  be  applied ;  and  we  know  well  how 
to  protect  our  persons  and  our  goods  against  foreign 
rumans  and  plunderers.", 

Charles  was  on  the  ^int  of  ordering  the  deputy  to 
be  arrested,  when,  having  cast  his  eye  towards  the 
Earl  of  Oxwrd,  whose  presence,  in  despite  of  himself 
imposed  a  certain  degree  oi  restraint  upon  him,  he 
exchanged  that  piece  of  imprudence  for  another. 

"  I  seeu"  he  said,  addressing  the  committee  of  Es- 
tates, "  that  you  are  all  leagued  to  disappoint  my  pur- 
poses, and  doubdess  to  deprive  me  of  ali  the  power  of 
a  sovereign,  save  that  of  wearing  a  coronet,  and  being 
served  on  the  knee  like  a  secbnd  Charles  the  Simple, 
while  the  Estates  of  mv  kingdom  divide  the  power 
among  tbem.  But  you  shall  know  that  you  have  to  do 
with  Charles  of  Buivundy,  a  prince,  who,  though  he 
has  deigned  to  consult  you,  is  fully  able  to  fight  bat- 
tles without  the  aid  of  his  nobles,  since  they  refuse 
him  the  assistance  of  their  swords— to  defray  the 
expense  without  the  help  of  his  sordid  burghers— and, 
it  may  be,  to  find  out  a  path  to  heaven  without  the 
assistance  of  an  ungratm  priesthood.  I  will  Aow 
all  that  are  here  present,  how  little  my  mmd  is  afiect- 
ed,  or  my  purpose  cbanoed.  by  your  seditious  reply  to 
the  mflBBSgn  with  which  I  honoond  you.— Here,  Toi- 
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■on  d*Or,  aiiinit  into  our  presonce  these  men  from  the 
confedcrntofj  towns  and  canions,  as  they  call  them- 
aelveis  nf  Switzerland." 

Oxford,  nnd  all  who  really  niterested  themselves 
m  the  Dnke's  welfare,  heard,  with  the  utmost  appre- 
hension, his  resolution  to  give  an  audience  to  the  Swiss 
Envoys,  prepossessed  as  he  was  against  them,  and 
in  the  moment  when  his  mood  was  chafed  to  the 
uttermost  hv  the  refusal  of  the  Estates  to  p:rant  him 
mipnlies.  'l^hey  were  awart^  that  ohsiacles  opposed 
to  the  current  of  his  passion,  were  like  rocks  in  the 
bed  of  a  river,  whoso  course  they  cannot  interrupt, 
while  they  provoke  it  to  rage  and  foam.  All  were 
sensihle  that  the  die  was  cast,  but  none  who  were  not 
endowed  with  more  than  mortal  prescience,  could 
have  imagined  how  deep  was  the  pledge  which  de- 
pended upon  it.  Oxford,  in  particular,  conceived  that 
the  execution  of  his  plan  of  a  descent  upon  England, 
was  the  principal  F>omt  compromised  by  the  Duke  in 
his  rash  obstinacy ;  hut  he  suspecU^  m^t — he  dreamed 
not  of  supposing— that  the  life  of  Charles  himself,  and 
the  indepenrlence  of  Burgundy  as  a  separate  kingdom, 
hung  quivering  in  the  same  scales. 


CHAPTER   XXJTIII. 

Why,  'tia  a  boiiiteroui  and  rruci  Htyto, 

A  fltylo  for  etialleaferf.    Why,  she  rioAct  ui, 

Liko  Turk  to  Chrutian.— ul«  You  Like  It. 

The  doors  of  the  hall  were  now  opened  to  the 
Swiss  deputies,  who  fbr  the  preceding  hour  had  been 
kept  in  attendance  on  the  outside  of  the  building, 
without  receiving  the  slightest  of  those  attentions, 
which  among  civilized  nations  arc  universally  paid  to 
the  representatives  of  a  foreign  state.  Indeed,  their 
vcr>'  appearanco,  dressed  in  coarse  gray  frocks,  like 
mountain  hunters  or  shepherds,  in  the  midst  of  an 
ftBsemhIy  blazing  with  divers  coloured  garments,  gold 
and  silver  lace,  embroidery,  and  precious  stones, 
served  to  confirm  the  idea  thnt  they  could  only  have 
come  hither  in  the  capacity  of  the  most  humble  peti- 
tioners. 

Oxford,  however,  who  watched  closely  the  deport- 
ment of  his  late  fellow-travellers,  failed  not  to  observe 
that  they  retained  each  in  his  own  i>erson  the  charac- 
ter of  firmness  and  inditfercnce  which  formerly  dis- 
tinguished them.  Rudolph  Donnerhugcl  prest^rved 
his  bold  and  haughty  look  ;  the  Banneret,  the  military 
indifltrence  which  made  him  look  with  apparent 
apathy  on  all  around  him :  the  burgher  of  Solcure  was 
as  formal  and  important  as  ever;  nor  did  any  of  the 
three  show  themselves  affected  in  tlut  slightest  degree 
by  the  splendour  of  the  scene  around  them,  or  embar- 
rassed by  the  considiTation  of  their  own  comparative 
inferiority  of  appointments.  But  the  noble  Landam- 
mnn,  on  whom  Oxfiml  chiefly  bent  his  attention, 
seemed  overwhelmed  with  a  sense  of  the  precarious 
stote  in  which  his  country  was  placed :  fearing,  from 
the  rude  and  unhonoured  manner  in  which  they  were 
received,  that  wor  was  unavoidable,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  like  a  good  patriot,  he  mourned  o\'er  the 
ronsoquenora  of  ruin  to  the  freedom  of  his  counfry  bjr 
defeat,  or  injury  to  her  simplicity  and  virtuous  indif- 
ference of  wcafth,  by  the  introduction  of  foreign  luxu- 
ries and  the  evils  attending  on  conquest. 

Well  acquainted  with  the  opinions  of  Arnold  Bicder- 
man,  Oxford  could  easily  explain  his  sadness,  while 
his  comrade  Ronstet ten,  less  capable  of  compn.' bend- 
ing his  friend's  feelings,  li)okca  at  him  with  the  ex- 
pression which  may  he  seen  in  the  countenance  of  a 
faithful  dog,  when  the.  creature  indicates  sympathy 
with  his  master's  melancholy,  though  unable  to  as- 
certain or  appreciate  its  cause.  A  look  of  wonder 
now  and  then  glided  around  the  splendid  assembly 
on  the  part  of  nil  the  forlorn  group,  excepting  Don- 
nerhiigel  and  the  Landamnian :  for  the  indomitable 
pride  of  the  one,  and  the  sieaajr  patriot  ism  of  the 
other,  could  not  foreten  an  instant  be  diverted  by  ex- 
ternal objects  from  their  own  deep  and  stern  rehec- 
tions. 

After  a  silence  of  nearly  five  minutes,  the  EXnkc 
^)pke,  with  the  haughty  and  harsh  manner  which  he 
mwht  imagine  belonged  to  hia  place,  and  which  cei^ 
iainl7  expresied  bis  character. 


"  Men  of  Berne,  of  Schwitz,  or  of  whatever  htm* 
let  and  wilderness  you  majr  represent,  know  that  we 
had  not  honoured  you,  rebels  as  you  are  to  the  domi- 
nion of  your  lawful  euperiora^  witn  an  audience  in  our 
own  presence,  but  for  the  intercession  of  a  well- 
esteemed  friend,  who  haa  sojourned  among  your 
mountains,  and  whom  you  may  know  by  the  name  of 
Philipaon,  an  Englishman,  following  tne  trade  uf  a 
merchant,  and  charged  with  certain  valuable  ma  lien* 
of  traffic  to  our  court.  To  hia  interoeaaion  we  have 
so  far  ^ven  way,  that  instead  of  conomandiog  you. 
according  to  your  demerits,  to  the  gib^  and  the 
wheel  in  the  Place  de  Morimont,  we  have  eon- 
descended  to  receive  you  into  our  own  presence,  i.i- 
ting  in  our  cour  plinUre.  to  hear  from  you  such  sub- 
mission as  you  can  offer  for  your  outrapeous  storm  of 
our  town  of  La  Ferette^  the  alaught^r  of  many  of  oar 
liefifemen,  and  the  deliberate  murder  of  the  oobU 
knight,  Archibald  of  Hagenbach,  executed  in  yoor 
presence,  and  by  your  countenance  and  device.  Speak 
—if  you  can  say  aught  in  defence  of  your  felony  aod 
treason,  either  to  deprecate  just  punianmeot,  orcnve 
undeserved  mercy." 

The  Landamman  seemed  about  to  answer:  boc 
Rudolph  Donnerhugel,  with  his  characieriatic  PoU- 
ness  and  hardihood,  took  the  task  of  reply  on  hinudL 
He  confronted  the  proud  Duke  with  an  eft  bo- 
appalled,  and  a  countenance  as  stem  as  hia  own. 

We  came  not  here^"  he  said,  **  to  compromise  oor 
own  honour,  or  the  dignity  of  the  free  people  wbon 
we  represent,  by  pleading  guilty  in  their  name,  orov 
own.  to  crimes  or  which  we  are  innocent.  Andwheo 
you  term  iis  rebels,  you  must  remember,  that  a  kns 
train  of  victories,  whoso  history  is  written  ia  thaao- 
blest  blood  of  Austria,  has  restored  to  the  confederacf 
uf  our  communities  the  freedom,  of  which  an  uinnt 
tyranny  in  vain  attempted  to  deprive  ua.  While  iuii> 
tria  was  a  just  and  beneficent  mistresa,  wc  serredkr 
with  our  lives;— when  she  became  oppressive  md 
tyrannical,  we  assumed  independence.  If  she  htt 
aught  yet  to  claim  from  us,  the  descendants  of  IVB, 
Faust,  and  Stauf  baucher  will  be  aa  ready  to  assert 
their  liberties  as  their  fathers  were  to  gain  ihm. 
Your  Grace— if  such  be  your  title— haa  oo  coBcn 
with  any  dispute  betwixt  us  and  Austria.  Foryev 
threats  of  gibbet  and  wheel,  we  are  here  defieocHaB 
men,  on  whom  you  may  work  your  pleasure ;  bat  «e 
know  how  to  die,  and  our  countrymen  kt  ow  howM 
avenge  us." 

The  fiery  Duke  would  have  replied  by  conimaiidiii 
the  instant  arrest,  and  probably  theimmedialceieca' 
tion,  of  the  whole  deputation.  But  his  dianesOflL 
availing  himself  of  the  privilege  of  hia  office,  ivm^  m 
doffing  his  cap  with  a  deep  reverence  to  the  Dok^ 
requested  leave  to  reply  to  the  mi8|>rond  youafBaB. 
who  had,  be  said,  so  greatly  raiatakeD  thepoipoas 
his  Highnesses  speech. 

Charles,  feeling  perhaps  at  the  moment  too 
irritated  to  form  a  calm  deciaion,  threw  hUnidf 
in  his  chair  of  state,  and  with  an  impatient  a  ^ 
nod,  gave  hia  chancellor  penniaaion  to  ap^L 

"  \  oimg  man,"  said  that  hi^h  officer,  "  von 
mistaken  the  meaning  of  the  high  and  mmty  i 
reign,  in  whose  preaence  you  ataod.    VViiaifW 
the  lawful  rights  of  Austria  over  the  revolted  i "' 
which  have  flung  off  their  atlegianca  to  tfaair 
superior,  we  have  no  call  to  enter  on  that  ai| 
But  that  for  which  Burgundy  demanda  yoor 
is  wherefore,  coming  here  in  tncj^uiaaandwithihe 
ractcr,  of  peaceful  envoys,  on  afrairs  touching 
communities  and  the  rights  of  the  Duka^a 
you  have  raised  worin  our  peaoafhldomioioni^ 
a  fortress,  massacred  ita  garriaon.  and  put  to 
noble  knight,  its  commander  7— all  oiT  thoB 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nation^  and  bigbl; 
of  the  punishment  with  which  you  have 
thrcatoBcd,  but  with  whnb  I  hope  our 
reign  will  dispense,  if  you  exprssB  i 
reason  for  such  outnoeoua  inaolenoa^  with  ani 
due  submission  to  hia  Highneaa^s  pmaunsk  'M 
factory  reparation  for  such  a  high  mjarj"    ,   ,  . ,. 

"  You  ars  a  priest,  grave  airr*  utawtniBadmm 
Donnerhuqel,  addressing  the  CbaoceUorof  AV*9 
"  If  tiiarabea.aoldier  in  thia  waBihly  who  wUvoam 
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iNNE  OP  GEDSRSTSIN. 


I  ohallnngg  bim  to  th«  oombat  man  to 
e  Qid  not  storin  the  garriaon  of  La  Feratte~ 
mittad  into  the  Jtatea  in  a  peaceful  man- 
DOTt  uui  weitt  there  inatantw  ■urraaBoad  by  the  eol- 
diara  of  the  late  Archibald  de  HagenhacJ^  with  the 
obvioua  pupow  of  aeaaulting  amTinurdenng  ua  oo 
our  peaccfiil  niiaaion.  I  promiae  you  there  had  been 
newra  of  more  men  dyioff  than  ua.  But  an  uproar 
breke  out  among  the  inhaFitaataof  the  towo,  aaeisted, 
(  believe,  by  many  neighboura,  to  whom  the  ioaolence 
tjod  oppreaaion  of  Archibald  de  Hsgenbaoh  bad-be- 
come odiouai  aa  to  all  who  were  within  bis  reach. 
We  rendered  them  no  aaaiatance;  and,  I  (mat,  it  was 
not  expected  that  we  ahould  interfere  m  the  favour  of 
men  who  atood  prepared  to  do  the  woret  against  us. 
But  not  a  pike  or  sword  belongiiig  lo  us  or  oar  at- 
taadanta  waa  dipped  in  Burgundian  blood.  Archi- 
md  oe  Hagenbach  periahed,  it  ia  true,  on  a  acafibld, 
ud  I  saw  him  die  with  pleasure,  under  a  aentenoe 
pronounced  by  a  competent  court,  sueh  aa  is  reoog- 
Dised  in  Weatpbalia,  and  ita  dependenciea  on  this 
nde  of  the  Rhme.  I  am  not  obliged  to  vindicate 
Ibeu'  proccedinga!  but  I  aver,  that  the  Duke  has  re- 
oeived  lull  proof  of  hia  regular  sentence;  and,  in  fine, 
that  U  waa  amphr  deserved  bv  oppression,  tyranny, 
ind  foul  abuae  of  bis  authority^  1  wiU  uphold  against  all 
niasayenk  with  the  body  oa  a  man.  There  liea  my 
Kiove." 

And,  with  an  action  auited  to  the  laiiguage  he  used, 
toe  stem  Swiaa  flung  his  right^hano'^ glove  on  the 
Seor  of  the  halL  In  the  apint  of  the  age,  with  the 
leva  of  diatinction  in  arma  which  it  nounahed,  and 
Mrhapa  with  the  deeire  of  gaining  the  Duke'a  favour, 
ibera  waa  a  general  motion  among  the  young  Bur- 
londians  to  accept  the  challenge,  and  more  than  aix 
ir, eight  glovea  were  haatily  doffed  by  the  young 
knighta  preaent,  those  who  were  more  remote  flmg^ 
ng  them  over  the  heada  of  the  neareat,  and  each  pio- 
dtiming  hia  name  and  title  as  he  profeed  the  gage 
ueombat. 


"I  set  at  alL"  said  thedanng  young  Swiaa,  gather- 
lOff  the  gauntleta  aa  they  fell  clashing  around  hioL 
"More, gentlemen,  more!  a  glove  for  every  fiqaer! 
aome  on,  one  at  onoe— fair  lists,  equal  judges  or  the 
Held,  the  combat  on  foot,  and  the  weapona  two- 
iianded  sworda^  and  I  will  not  budge  for  a  acore  of 
fou." 

"  Hold,  gentlemen;  on  your  allegiance,  bold  1"  said 
:be  Duke,  gmtified  at  the  same  time,  and  somewhat 
ippeased,  by  the  zeal  which  waa  displayed  in  hia 
»asfr— moved  by  the  strain  of  reckleaa  bravery  evinced 
>y  the  challenger,  with  a  hardihood  skin  to  hie  own 
-^perhaps  also  not  unwilling  to  display,  in  the  view  of 
lis  oour  plSnvh'e,  more  temperance  than  he  had  been 
It  firat  capable  of.  "  Hold,  I  command  you  all.— 
Poison  d'Or,  gather  op  these  gauntlets,  and  return 
hem  each  to  his  owner.  God  and  St.  Geoige  forbid 
hat  we  should  haxard  the  life  of  even  the  least  of 
Nv  noble  Burgundian  gentry  against  such  a  churl  m 
his  Swisf  peasant,  who  never  so  much  as  mounted 
1  horse,  and  knowa  not  a  jot  of  knightly  courtcay.  or 
ho  grace  of  chivalry.— Carry  your  vulgar  brawlaelse- 
nrhere^  young  man,  and  know  that,  on  the  present 
NMaaion.  the  Place  Morimont  were  your  only  fitting 
ista,  ana  the  hangman  your  meet  antsironist.  And 
rou,  sirs,  his  companions— whoae  behaviour  in  aufler- 
ng  this  swaggerer  to  take  the  lead  amongst  you, 
leeroa  to  ahow  that  the  lawa  of  nature,  as  well  ss  of 
lociety,  are  inverted,  and  that  age  is  preferred  to 
routh,  aa  gentry  to  peaaants— you  white-bearded 
nen,  I  say,  is  there  none  of  you  who  can  speak  your 
nand  in  such  language  aa  it  becomea  a  aovereign 
»rince  lo  listen  toT*^ 

,  "  God  forbid  else,"  said  the  Landammsn,  atepping 
brward  and  silencing  Rudolph  Donnerbugel,  who 
vas  commencing  an  anawer  of  defisnce— "  Qod  for- 
bid," he  said,  "  Noble  Duke,  that  we  should  not  be 
ibie  to  speak  so  aa  tobe  underatood  before  your  High- 
leas,  since,  I  trust,  we  shall  speak,  the  language  of 
rath,  peace,  and  justice.  Nsy,  should  it  incline  your 
highness  to  listen  to  us  the  more  favourably  for  onr 
luroihiy,  I  am  willing  to  humble  myself  rather  than 
^ou  should  shun  to  hear  us.  For  my  own  part,  I  can 
nily  say,  that,  though  I  have  lived,  and  by  tree  choice 


have  raaolvad  to  dio,  a  hnabandaan  afid  a  hvnter  an 
the  Alpa  of  the  Uaterwald,  I  may  claim  by  birth  I&b 
hereditary  right  to  ^peak  before  Dukea  and  Kings, 
and  the  Emperor  himoelt  There  ia  no  one,  my 
Lord  Duke,  in  tbia  ptoud  sssnmbly,  who  derivaa  hia 
descent  from  a  nobler  aouioe  than  Geientein." 

"We  have  heard  of  you^'  said  the  Duke.  "Men 
calKyou  the  peasant-ooOnL  Your  birth  ia  your  ahama : 
or  pwiiapa  your  mother's,  if  your  fstber  had  happened 
tp  nave  a  handsome  ploudiman,  the  fitting  father  of 
one  who  has  become  a  wuling  serC" 

"No  ser(  my  ford,"  anawered  the  Landamman, 
"  but  a  freeman,  who  will  neither  oppreaa  others,  nor 
be  himself  tyraaniied  over.  My  father  was  a  noUe 
lord,  my  mother  a  moat  virtuous  lady.  But  I  will  not 
be  provoked,  by 'taunt  or  scornful  jeat,  to  refrain  from 
stating  with  calmness  what  my  country  baa  given  me 
in'charse  to  aay.  The  inhabitanta  of  the  bleak  and  iur 
hospitaoleregfoiiaof  the  Alpadesire,  mighty  sir,  td  re- 
main at  peace  with  all  their  neighbours,  and  to  ei^joy 
the  government  they  have  choaen,  as  beat  fitted  to  their 
condition  and  habita,  leaving  all  other  statea  and  coun- 
tries to  their  free-will  in  the  same  respects. ,  Especially, 
they  desire  to  remain  at  peace  and  in  unity  with  the 
princely  House  of  Burgundy,  whose  dominions  ap- 

f>nracfa  their  posvessions  on  so  many  points^  My 
ord,  they  desire  it,  they  entreat  it,  they  even  conaent 
to  pray  for  it  We  have  been  termed  stubborn,  intract- 
able^ and  inaolent  contemnera  of  authority,  and  head- 
era  of  seditfon  and  rebellion.  In  evidence  of  the  con- 
trary, my  Lord  Duke,  I,  who  never  bent  a  knee  but  to 
Heaven,  foel  no  diahonoor  ia  kneeling  before  your 
Highness,  as  before  a  sovereign  prinoe  in  the  ami' 
pUnArt  of  his  dominions,  where  he  haa  a  right  to 
exact  homage  from  his  subjects  out  of  duty,  and  from 
stratigere  out  of  courtesy.  No  vain  pride  of  mine," 
said  the  noble  old  man,  his  eyes  sweUing  with  teari^ 
aa  he  knelt  on  one  knee^  "aball  prevent  me  from 
personal  humiliation,  when  peaoe->that  blessed  peaos^ ' 
so  dear  to  God,  ao  inappreciably  valuable  to  man— ia 
in  danger  of  being  broken  off." 

The  whole  assembly,  even  the  Duke  himself  were 
affected  by  the  noble  and  atately  manner  in  which  the 
brave  okl  roan  made  a jgenuflection,  which  waa  ob- 
viously dicuted  by  neither  meannesa  nor  timidity. 
"Arise,  sir,"  said  Chsrles;  "if  we.  have  said  aught 
which  can  wound  your  pnvaie  feelings,  we  retract  it 
as  publicly  as  the  reproach  waa  spcrften,  and  ait  pre- 
pared to  hear  you,  aa  a  fair-meaning  envoy." 

"For  that,  my  noble  Lord,  thanka;  and  I  ahsll 
hold  it  a  bleaaed  day  if  I  can  find  words  worthy  of  the 
cauae  I  have  to  plttd.  My  lord,  a  schedule  in  your 
Higfaness's  hands  hss  stated  the  sense  of  many  in- 
juries received  st  the  hand  of  your  Highneas's  offi- 
cers, and  those  of  Romont,  Count  of  Savoy,  your 
atrict  ally  and  adviser,  we  have  a  right  to  auppoae, 
under  your  Highnesses  countenance.  For  Count 
Romont— he  haa  already  felt  with  whom  he  haa  to 
contend;  but  we  have  aa  yet  taken  no  measures  to 
avenge  ujuriea,  affronts,  interruptions  to  our  com- 
merce^ from  those  who  have  avaued  themaelves  of 
your  highness' s  suthority  to  intercept  our  country- 
men, spoil  our  goods,  impress  their  personSjUid  even, 
in  some  instancea,  tsike  uieir  lives.  The  avay  at  La 
Feretie— I  can  vouch  for  what  I  saw— bad  no  ongin 
or  abettance  from  ua  ;  nevertheleaa,  it  la  impossible 
an  independent  natfon  can  suffer  tberepentfon  of  such 
injuries,  and  free  and  independent  we  are  determined 
to  remain,  or  to  die  in  defence  of  our  rights.  What 
then  must  follow,  unleto  your  Highness  listens  to  the 
terms  which  I  am  commissioned  to  offer?  War,  a 
war  to  extermination ;  for  ao  long  aa  one  of  our  con- 
federacy can  wield  a  halberd,  ao  long,  if  this  fatal 
strife  once  commences,  there  will  be  war  betwixt  your 
powerful  realms  a  nd  our  poor  and  barren  states.  And 
what  can  the  noble  Duke  of  Burgundy  gain  by  such 
a  strife  ?— is  it  wealth  and  plunder  ?  Alaa,,  rny  Lord, 
there  is  more  gold  and  silver  on  the  very  bridle-bits  of 
your  Highneas's  household  troops,  that  can  be  found 
in  the  public  treasures  or  private  hoards  of  our  whole 
confederacy.  Is  it  fame  and  glory  yoii  aspire  to? 
There  is  little  honour  to  be  won  by  a  numerous  army 
over  a  few  scattered  bands,  by  men  clad  in  mail  over 
half-armed  huslHMidmen  and  shepherds— of  such  con- 
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<iuest  small  were  the  jgiory.  But  if,  as  all  Christian 
men  beheve,  and  as  it  is  the  constant  trust  of  my 
countrymen,  from  memory  of  the  times  of  our  fathers, 
— ^if  the  Lord  of  Hosts  should  cast  the  balance  in  be- 
half of  the  fewer  numbers  and  worse-armed  partv,  I 
leave  it  with  your  Highness  to  judge,  what  would  in 
that  event,  be  the  diminution  of  worship  and  fame. 
Is  it  extent  of  vassalas^e  and  dominion  your  Hichness 
desires,  by  warring  with  your  mountaui  neighbours? 
Know  that  you  may,  if  it  be  God's  will,  gain  our 
barren  and  nigged  mountains ;  but,  like  our  ancestors 
of  old.  we  will  seek  refuge  in  wilder  and  more  distant 
solitudes,  and  when  we  liavo  resisted  to  the  last,  we 
will  starve  in  the  icv  wastes  of  the  Glariers.  Ay, 
men,  women,  and  children,  we  will  be  frozen  into 
annihilation  together,  ere  one  free  Switzcr  will  ac- 
knowledge a  foreign  master." 

The  speech  of  the  Landamman  made  an  obvious 
impression  on  the  assembly.  The  Duke  ohs«?r\'ed  it, 
and  his  hereditary  obstinacy  was  irritated  by  the 
general  disposition  which  he  saw  entertained  m  fa- 
vour of  the  ambas.sador.  This  evil  principle  ovorcaine 
some  impression  which  the  address  of  the  noblo  Bic- 
derinan  had  not  failed  to  make  upon  him.  He  an- 
swered with  a  lowering  brow,  interrupting  the  old 
man  as  he  was  about  to  continue  his  speech,—"  You 
orguc  falsely,  Sir  Count,  or  Sir  Landamman,  or  by 
whatever  name  you  call  yourself,  if  you  think  we  war 
on  you  from  any  hope  of  spoil,  or  any  desire  of  glory. 
We  know  as  well  as  you  can  tell  us,  that  there  is 
neither  profit  nor  fame  to  be  achieved  by  conquering 
you.  But  sovereigns,  to  whom  Heaven  has  given  the 
poMver,  must  root  out  a  band  of  robbers,  though  there 
IS  dishonour  in  measuring  swords  with  them ;  and  we 
hunt  to  death  a  henJ  of  wolves,  though  their  flesh  is 
carrion,  and  their  skins  are  naught." 

The  Landamman  shook  his  gray  head,  and  replied, 
without  testifying  einotion,  and  even  with  something 
approaching  to  a  smile,—"  I  am  an  older  woodsman 
than  you,  my  Lord  Duko— and,  it  may  b<»,  a  more  ex- 
perienced one.  The  boldest,  the  hardiest  hunter,  will 
not  safely  drive  the  wolf  to  his  den.  I  have  shown 
your  highness  the  poor  chance  of  gain,  and  the  great 
risk  of  loss,  which  even  you,  powerful  as  you  are,  must 
incur  by  risking  a  war  with  aetermiiicd  and  desperate 
men.  Let  me  now  tell  what  we  are  willing  to  do  to 
secure  a  sincere  and  lasting  peace  with  our  powerful 
neighbour  of  Burgundy.  Your  Grace  is  in  the  act  of 
engrossing  Terrain'?,  and  it  seems  probable,  under  so 
vigorous  and  enterprising  a  Prince,  your  authority 
may  be  extended  to  the  shores  of  the  Minliterranean 
— bo  our  noble  friend  and  sincere  ally,  and  our  moun- 
tains, defended  by  warriors  familiar  with  victory, 
will  be  your  barriers  against  Germaiur  and  Italy.  For 
your  sake  we  will  admit  the  Count  of  Savoy  to  terms, 
and  restore  to  him  our  conquests,  on  such  conditions 
as  your  Highness  shall  yourself  judge  reasonable.  Of 
past  subjects  of  offence  on  the  part  of  your  lieutenants 
and  governors  upon  the  frontier,  we  will  be  silent,  so 
wo  have  assurance  of  no  such  aggressions  in  future. 
Nav,  more,  and  it  is  my  last  and  proudest  offer,  we 
will  send  three  thousand  of  our  youth  to  assist  your 
Highness  in  any  war  which  you  may  engage  in, 
whether  against  Louis  of  Prance,  or  the  Emperor  of 
Germany.  They  are  a  different  set  of  men— proudly 
and  truly  may  1  state  it— from  the  scum  of  Germany 
and  Italy,  who  form  themselves  into  mercenary  hands 
of  soldiers.  And,  if  Heaven  should  decide  your  High- 
ness to  accept  our  offer,  there  will  be  one  corps  in 
your  army  which  will  leave  their  carcasses  on  the 
field  ere  a  man  of  them  break  their  plighted  troth." 

A  swarthy,  but  tall  and  handsome  man,  wearing  a 
corselet  richly  engraved  with  arabesque  work,  started 
from  his  seat  wit  h  the  air  of  one  provoke  beyond 
the  bounds  of  restraint.  This  was  the  Count  de 
Campo-bnsso,  commander  of  Charles's  Italian  mer- 
ccniriefl,  who  possi;ssed,  as  has  been  alluded  to,  much 
influence  over  the  Duke's  mind,  chiefly  ohtaincJ  bv 
accommodating  hims'jif  to  his  master's  opinions  and 
prejudices,  and  placing  before  the  Duke  specious  ar-  '■ 
guments  to  Justify  him  for  following  his  own  way.      ' 

"  This  lofty  presence  must  excuse  ma*'  he  said,  "  if '. 
I  sp>eak  in  defence  of  my  honour,  ana  those  of  my 
bold  lances,  who  bavs  followed  my  (ortunea  from 


Italy  to  serve  the  brarest  Prince  in  Christendom.  I 
mignt,  indeed,  pass  over  without  resentment  the  out- 
rageous language  of  this  gray-haired  churl,  who*« 
words  cannot  affect  a  knight  and  a  nobleman  more 
than  the  yelling  of  a  peasants  mastiff.  But  when  I 
hear  him  propose  to  associate  his  bands  of  mutinout 
misgoverned  ruffians,  with  your  Highness's  troops.  I 
must  let  him  know  that  there  is  not  a  horse-boy  ia 
my  ranks  who  would  fight  in  such  fellowship.  ><^ 
even  I  myself,  bound  by  a  thousand  ties  of  grautude, 
could  not  submit  to  strive  abreast  with  such  com- 
rades. I  would  fold  up  my  banners,  and  lead  five 
thousand  men  to  seek,— not  a  nobler  master,  for  the 
world  has  none  such.— but  wars  in  which  we  might 
not  be  obliged  to  blush  for  our  assistants." 

"  Silence,  Campo-basso,"  said  the  Duke.  "  aiid  be 
assured  you  serve  a  prince  who  knows  your  worth  too 
well  to  exchange  it  for  the  untried  and  untrustful  Mr- 
vices  of  those^  whom  we  have  only  known  as  vexa- 
tious and  malignant  neighbours." 

Then  addressing  himself  to  Arnold  Biederman,  he 
said  coldly  and  sternly,  "  Sir  Landamman,  we  hare 
heard  you  fairly.  We  have  heard  you,  altlioiigh  roa 
come  nefore  us  with  hands  dyed  deep  in  the  blood  of 
our  servant,  Sir  Archibald  de  Hagenbach ;  for,  8np> 
posing  he  was  murdered  by  a  villanous  association,' 
which^  by  saint  George !  shall  never,  while  we  livs 
and  reign,  raise  its  pestilential  head  on  ihis  nde  of 
the  Rhine,— yet  it  is  not  the  less  undeniable  and  on- 
denied,  that  you  stood  by  in  arms,  and  encoura^ 
the  deed  the  assassins  performed  under  your  oousts* 
nance.  Return  to  your  mountains,  aud  he  thankful 
that  you  return  in  life.  Tell  those  who  sent  yon  tlltt 
I  will  be  presently  on  their  frontiers.  A  deputatioo  of 
your  most  notable  persons,  who  meet  me  with  halim 
round  their  nwk,  torches  in  their  left  hands,  in  their 
right  their  swords  held  by  the  point,  may  leam  oo 
what  conditions  we  will  grant  you  peace." 

"Then  farewell  peace,  and  welconie  war,"  said 
the  Landamman;  "and  he  its  plagues  and  corwi 
on  the  heads  of  those  who  choose  blood  and  smb 
rather  than  peace  and  union.  We  will  meet  you  on 
our  frontiers  with  our  naked  swords,  but  thebiitt,no( 
their  points,  shall  be  in  our  grasp.  Charles  of  Biv* 
gundy,  Flanders,  and  Lorraine,  duke  of  seven  duke- 
doms, Count  of  seventeen  earldoms,  I  bid  fM 
defiance ;  and  declare  war  against  you  in  the  ntnt 
of  the  confederated  Cantons,  ana  such  other  as  shifl 
adhere  to  them.  There,"  he  said,  "  are  my  iettoi 
of  defiance." 

The  herald  took  from  Arnold  Biederman  the  fatal 
denunciation. 

*'Read  it  not,  Toison  d'Orl"  said  the  baughtf 
Duke.  "Let  the  executioner  drag  it  thioudi  im 
streets  at  his  horse's  tail,  and  nail  it  to  the  gibbei,  n 
show  in  what  account  we  hold  the  paltry  scroU  tod 
those  who  send  iL— Away,  sirs."  speaking  to  tte 
Swiss,  "  trudge  back  to  your  wildernesses  with  warn 
haste  as  your  feet  can  use.  When  we  next  meet,  yoB 
shall  better  know  whom  you  have  oflbnded  ~Oet  oar 
horse  ready— the  councU  is  broken  up." 

The  Maire  of  Dijon,  when  all  were  in  motios  (9 
leave  the  hall,  again  approached  the  Duke,  lod 
timidly  expressed  some  hopes  that  his  HtgiiiMiS 
would  deign  to  partake  or  a  banquet  which  fb« 
magistracy  had  prepared,  in  expectation  be  might  do 
them  such  an  honour.  .    ^ 

"  No,  by  Saint  Gh.H>rgc  of  Burjmodyt  Sir  Maif^ 
said  Charles,  with  one  of  the  withering  gIaiioe%^r 
which  he  was  wont  to  express  indignation  nitfed 
with  contempt.— "you  have  not  plenasd  us  w  *»* 
with  our  breakfast  as  to  induce  us  to  trust  oar  diaii«r 
to  the  loyalty  of  our  good  town  of  Dyon."  .^  ^ 

So  saying,  he  rudely  turned  off  from  the  moitiftqn 
chiof  magistrate,  and,  mounting  his  horse,  rode  tecs 
to  his  camp,  conversing  earnestly  on  the  wiy  witm 
the  Count  of  Campo-basso.  ^ 

"I  would  offer  you  dinner,  my  Lord  of  OmJO, 
said  Colvin  to  that  nobleman,  when  he  8ligli>>d  ■' 
his  tent,  "but  I  foresee,  ere  you  could  awaUow  ■ 
mouthful,  you  will  be  summoned  to  the  Dukvs JM^t 
sence ;  fur  it  is  our  Charles's  way,  when  hehu  fi^v 
on  a  wrong  course,  to  wrangle  «rith  his  freMM  ain 
counsellora,  in  order  to  prove  it  is  a  nfhc   on*- 
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Uftiry,  he  always  malcM  a  oonTert  of  yon  supple 
Italian." 

Coivin'a  augury  was  speedily  realized ;  for  a  page 
almost  immediately  summoned  the  English  mer- 
chant, Philipaon,  to  attend  the  Duke.  Witnout 
waiting  an  instant,  Charles  jpoured  forth  an  inoohe- 
nnt  tide  of  reproaches  against  the  estates  of  his 
dukedom,  for  reAising  him  their  countenance  in  so 
alight  a  matter,  and  launched  out  in  explanations 
of  the  neoeaeity  which  he  alleged  there  was  for 
punishing  the  audacity  of  the  Swiss.  "And  thou, 
coo.  Oxford,"  he  concluded,  "art  such  an  impatient 
fool  aa  to  wish  me  to  engage  in  a  distant  war  with 
England,  and  transport  forces  over  the  sea,  when 
I  have  aueh  insolent  mutineers  to  chastise  on  my 
own  frontiers  1" 

When  he  was  at  length  silent,  the  English  Earl 
laid  before  him,  with  rei^Mctful  earnestness,  the  dan- 
ger that  appeared  to  be  mvolved  in  engaging  with  a 
people  poor  indeed,  but  universally  dreaded,  from 
their  diflcipline  and  courase,  and  that  under  the  eye 
of  so  dangerous  a  rival  as  Louis  of  France,  who  was 
sure  to  support  the  Duke's  enemies  under  hand,  if  he 
did  not  jom  them  openly.  On  this  point  the  Duke's 
reaolution  was  immoveable.  "It  shall  never."  he 
aaid,  "be  told  of  meithat  I  uttered  threats  which  I 
dared  not  execute.  These  boors  have  declared  war 
against  m&  and  they  shall  learn  whose  wrath  it  is 
that  they  have  wantonly  provoked;  but  I  do  not, 
therefore,  renounce  thy  scheme,  my  good  Oxford.  If 
tbott,  eanst  procure  me  this  same  cession  of  Provence, 
and  induce  old  Ren6  to  give  iq>  the  cause  of  his  grand- 
aoiL  Pjerrand  of  Vaudemont,  in  Lorraine,  thou  wilt 
make  it  well  worth  my  while  to  send  thee  brave  aid 
a^inst  my  brother  Blackburn,  who,  while  he  is 
dnnking  healths  pottle-deep  in  France,  may  well 
oome  to  lose  his  lands  in  England.  And  be  not  im- 
patient because  I  cannot  at  this  very  instant  send 
men  across  the  seas^  The  march  which  I  am  making 
towards  NeufchateL  which  is,  I  think,  the  nearest 
pamt  where  I  shall  nnd  these  churls,  will  be  but  like 
a  morning's  excursion.  I  trust  you  will  go  with  us, 
old  companion.    I  should  Iflte  to  see  if  you  have  for- 

Ktten,  among  yonder  mountains,  how  to  back  a 
rse  and  lay  a  lanco  in  rest." 

"I  will  wait  on  your  Highness,'*  said  the  Earl, 
"as  is  my  duty,  for  mv  motions  must  depend  on 
your  plessure.  But  I  will  not  carry  arms,  especially 
aisainst  those  people  of  Helvetia,  from  whom  I  have 
experienced  hospitality,  unless  it  be  for  my  own  per- 
sonal defence." 

"  Well,"  replied  the  Duke,  "  e'en  be  it  so ;  we  shall 
have  in  you  an  excellent  judge,  to  tell  us  who  best 
diachaigea  his  devoir  against  the  mountain  clowna." 

At  this  point  in  the  conversation  there  was  a 
knocking  at  the  entrance  of  the  pavilion,  and  the 
Chancellor  of  Burgundy  presently  entered,  in  great 
haste  and  anxiety.  News,  my  Lord— news  of 
France  and  England,"  said  the  prelate,  and  then 
observing  the  presence  of  a  stranger,  he  looked  at 
the  Duke,  and  was  silent. 

"  It  is  a  faithful  friend,  my  Lord  Bishop,"  said  the 
Duke;  "you  may  tell  your  news  before  him." 

"  It  will  soon  be  generallv  known,"  said  the  chan- 
cellor— "  Louis  and  £d  ward  are  fully  accorded."  Both 
the  Duke  and  the  English  Earl  started. 

"  I  expected  this,*'  said  the  Duke,  "  but  not  so 
soon." 

**The  Kings  have  met,"  answered  his  minister. 

'*  How— in  battle?"  said  Oxford,  forgetting  himself 
in  his  extreme  eagerness. 

The  chancellor  waa  somewhat  surpnsed,  but  as  the 
Duke  seemed  to  expect  him  to  Cfive  an  answer,  he 
replied,  "No,  Sir  Stranger— not  in  battle,  but  upon 
ssnx>intment,  and  in  peace  and  amity." 

'^  The  sight  must  have  been  worth  aeeing,"  said  the 
Duke;  "when  the  old  fbx  Louis,  and  my  brother 
Black— 1  mean  mv  brother  Edward— meL  Where 
hold  they  their  rendezvous?" 

•'  On  a  bridge  over  the  Seine,  at  Picquigny." 

**  I  would  thou  hadst  been  there,"  said  the  Duke, 
looking  to  Oxford,  "  with  a  good  axe  m  thy  hand,  to 
strike  one  fair  blow  for  England,  and  another  for  Bur- 
gundy.   My  grandfather  was  treacherously  slain  at 


just  such  a  meeting,  at  the  Bridge  of  Monteraao,  upon 
the  Yonne." 

"To  prevent  a  similar  chance,"  aaid  the  chancellor, 
"  a  strong  barricade,  such  as  closes  the  cages  in  which 
men  keep  wild  beasts,  was  raised  in  the  midst  of  the 
bridge,  and  prevented  the  poaaibility  of  their  even 
touching  each  other's  hands."         , 

"Ha,  na!  By  Saint  George,  that  smells  of  Louis's 
craft  and  caution ;  for  the  Englishman,  to  give  him 
his  due,  is  aalitde  acquainted  with  fear  as  with  policy. 
But  what  terms  have  they  made?  Where  do  the 
En^ish  army  winter  ?  What  towns,  fortressee,  and 
castles,  are  surrendered  to  them,  in  pledge,  or  in  per- 
petuity ?" 

,  "  None,  my  liege,"  said  the  chancellor.  "  The  Eng- 
lish army  returns  into  England,  as  fast  as  shipping 
can  be  procured  to  transport  them :  and  Louis  wiu 
accommodate  them  with  every  aail  and  oar  in  his 
dominions,  rather  than  they  should  not  instantly  eva- 
cuate France." 

"And  by  what  concessions  has  Louis  bought  a 
peace  ao  necessary  to  his  ai&irs  ?" 

"  By  fair  words,"  said  the  chancellor,  "  by  liberal 
preeenta,  and  by  some  five  hundred  tuns  of  wine." 

"  Wine !"  exclaimed  the  Duke—"  Heardst  thou  ever 
the  like,  Signior  Philipson?  Why,  your  countrymen 
are  little  better  than  Esau,  who  aold  hia  birthright  for 
a  mess  of  pottage.  Marry,  I  muat  confess  i  never 
saw  an  Englishman  who  loved  a  drv-lipped  bargain." 

"I  can  acaroe  believe  this  news,^'  said  the  £arl  of 
Oxford.  "  If  thia  Edward  were  content  to  cross  the 
sea  with  fifty  thousand  Englishmen  merely  to  return 
again,  there  are  in  his  camp  both  proud  nobles  and 
haughty  commons  enough  to  resist  his  disgraceful 
purpose." 

"  The  money  of  Louie,"  said  the  statesman,  "  has 
found  noble  hands  willing  to  clutch  it.  The  wine  of 
France  has  flooded  every  throat  in  the  English  army 
—the  riot  and  uproar  was  unbounded— and  at  one 
time  the  town  of  Amiens,  where  Louis  himself  re- 
sidedf  was  full  of  so  many  Elngliah  archers,  all  of  them 
intoxicated,  that  the  person  of  the  King  of  France  was 
almoat  in  tneir  hands.  Their  sense  of  national  honour 
has  been  lost  in  the  universal  revel,  and  those  amongst 
them  who  would  be  more  dignified  and  play  the  wiae 
pplitieians  say,  that  haring  oome  to  France  by  con- 
nivance of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  that  prince 
having  failed  to  join  them  with  his  forces,  they  have 
done  well,  wisely,  and  gallantly^  considering  the  season 
of  the  year,  and  the  impossibility  df  obtaining  quar- 
tera,  to  take  tribute  of  France,  and  return  home  in 
triumph." 

"  And  leave  Louie,"  aaid  Oxford.  "  at  undiaturbed 
freedom  to  atuck  Burgundy  with  all  his  forces?" 

"Not  so,  friend  Philipson,"  said  Duke  Charles: 
"know,  that  there  is  a  truce  betwixt  Burgundy  and 
France  for  the  space  of  seven  yeers.  and  had  not  this 
been  granted  and  signed,  it  is  probable  that  we  might 
have  found  some  means  of  marring  the  treaty  betwixt 
Edward  and  Louis,  even  at  the  expense  of  aflbrding 
those  voradoos  islanders  beef  and  beer  during  the 
winter  montha.— Sir  Chancellor,  you  may  le^ve  us, 
but  be  within  reach  of  a  hasty  summons.'^ 

When  his  minister  left  the  pavilion,  the  Duke,  who, 
with  his  rode  and  imperious  character  united  much 
kindness,  if  it  could  not  be  termed  generosity  of  dis- 
position, came  up  to  the  Lancastrian  lordj  who  stood 
like  one  at  whose  ket  a  thunderbolt  has  mat  broken, 
and  who  is  still  appalled  by  the  terrors  of  the  shock. 

"  My  poor  Oxford,"  he  said,  "  thou  art  stupified  by 
this  news,  which  thoa  canst  not  doubt  most  have  a 
fatal  efiect  on  the  plan  which  thy  brave  bosom  che- 
rishes with  such  devoted  fidelity.  I  would  for  thy 
sake  I  could  have  detained  the  English  a  little  longer 
in  France ;  but  had  I  attempted  to  do  so,  there  wera 
an  end  of  my  truce  with  Louia,  and  of  course  to  my 
power  to  chastise  these  paltry  Cantons,  or  send  forth 
an  expedition  to  England.  As  matters  stand,  give 
me  but  a  week  to  punish  theee  mountaineers,  and  yon 
shall  have  a  larger  force  than  your  modesty  has  re- 
quested of  me  for  your  enterprise ;  and,  in  the  mean 
while,  I  will  take  care  that  Blackburn  and  his  oousin- 
arohers  have  no  assistance  of  shipping  from  Flanders. 
Tusb«  man,  naver  fear  it^f  hou  wilt  be  in  Englaixi 
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longcn  ^Uf :  and,  ones  mfon,  rely  on  my  auwtance— 
always,  thou  KEioweat,  the  ceaaion  of  Provence  beiiig 
ezaGotad,  aa  in  reason.  Our  couain  Margaret's  dia- 
monds we  muat  keep  for  a  time ;  and  perhapa.  they 
may  paaa  aa  a  pledge,  with  some  of  our  own,  for  the 
goodly  purpoae  of  setting  at  ft«edom,  the  impriaoned 
angela  of  our  Flemish  usurera,  who  will  not  lend  even 
to  their  aovereign,  unleaa  on  good  current  seoority. 
To  such  straita  has  the  diaobedient  avarice  of  our 
eatatea  for  the  moment  reduced  us." 

"  Alaa !  my  Lord,"  said  the  dejected  nobleman,  "  I 
ware  ungrateful  to  doubt  the  aincerity  of  your  good 
intantiona.  But  who  can  presume  on  the  evanta  of 
war,  especially  when  time  presses  for  instant  decision  7 
You  are  pleased  to  trust  mei  Let  your  Highness  ex- 
tend your  confidence  thus  far :  I  will  take  my  horse, 
and  nide  after  the  Landamiiian,  if  he  hath  ah^adyaet 
forth.  I  have  little  doubt  to  make  such  an  accom- 
modation with  him  that  you  may  be  aecure  on  all 
your  south-eastern  frontiers.  You  may  then  with 
aecurity  work  your  will  in  Lorraine  a.'^d  Provence." 

"  Do  not  speak  of  it,"  aaid  the  Duke  aharply ;  "  thou 
foiget'st  thyself  and  me.  when  thou  supposest  that  a 
prince,  who  haa  pledged  hia  word  to  hia  people,  can 
recall  it  like  a  mercoant  chafiering  for  hia  paltry 
wares.  Go  to— we  will  assist  you,  but  we  will  be  our- 
selves Judge  of  the  time  and  manner.  Yet^  having 
both  kmd  will  to  our  distreaaed  couain  of  Anion,  and 
beiaig  your  good  fiieod,  we  will  not  linger  in  the  mjat- 
ter.  Our  noat  have  ordera  to  break  up  this  evening 
and  direct  their  march  to  Neufchatel,  where  theae 
proud  Swias  ahall  have  a  taate  of  the  fire  and  aword 
which  they  have  provoked." 

Oxford  aigfaed  deeply,  but  made  no  farther  remon- 
atrance ;  in  which  he  acted  wisely,  since  it  waa  likely 
to  have  exasperated  the  fiery  temper  of  the  aovereign 
to  whom  it  waa  addreased,  while  it  waa  certain  that 
it  would  not  in  the  sUghteat  d«siee  alter  hia  reaolutk»n. 
,He  took  farewell  of  the  Duae^  and  returned  to  Col- 
vin,  whom  he  found  immersed  m  the  bnaineaa  of  hia 
department,  and  piaparing  for  the  removal  of  the 
artiUery,  an  operation  which  the  clumaineaa  of  the 
ordnance,  and  the  execrable  state  of  the  roads,  ren- 
dered at  that  time  a  much  more  troublesome  ooeration 
than  at  preaent,  though  it  ia  even  still  one  of  the  moat 
laborious  movements  attending  the  march  of  an  army. 
The  Master  of  the  Ordnance  welcomed  Oxford  with 
much  glee,  and  congratulated  himaelf  on  the  distin- 
guiahad  honour  of  enjoying  hia  company  during  the 
campaign,  and  arauamted  nim,  thai,  by  the  especial 
command  of  the  I)uk&  he  bad  made  fitting  prepara- 
tiona  for  hia  accommodation,  auitable  to  the  diaguiaed 
chaFacter  which  he  meant  to  maintain,  but  in  every 
other  retptct  aa  caavenientas  a  camp  could  admit  of. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

A  mirthfol  oum  ho  wa*-the  idowi  of  at* 

f^ll,  bat  thej  did  not  chill  him.    Oayetjr, 

Bwn  in  life's  el<wiii(r,  toaeii'd  bis  taemingbnUa 

With  Mieh  wild  visioaa  m  th«  Mttinc  Mn 

RalsM  in  front  of  ionM  hoar  glacier, 

Paiatiaff  the  bleak  ioe  with  a  thoiuaod  hues.— OM  Ptey. 

Lbavoto  the  Earl  of  Oxford  in  attendance  on  the 
atubbom  Duke  of  Burgundy  during  an  expedition, 
which  the  one  repreaented  aa  ri  brier  excursion,  more 
resembling  a  hunting  party  than  a  campaign,  and 
whieh  the  other  conaidered  in  a  much  graver  and 
more  periloua  light,  we  return  to  Arthur  de  Vere.  or 
the  younger  Philipaon,  aa  he  continued  to  be  called, 
who  waa  conducted  by  hia  guide  with  fidelity  and 
Bucoesa,  but  certainly  very  slowly,  upon  his  journey 
mto  Provence. 

The  state  of  Lorraine,  overrun  by  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy'a  army,  and  infeated  at  the  aame  time  by  dif- 
ferent scattered  banda.  who  took  the  field,  or  hem  out 
the  castlea,  aa  they  alleged,  for  the  intereat  of  Count 
Perrand  de  Vaudemont,  rendered  journeying  ao  dan- 
geroua,  that  it  waa  often  neceaaaiy  to  leave  the  main 
road,  and  to  take  circuitoua  tracka,  in  order  to  avoid 
auch  unfriendly  encounters  aa  liavellera  might  other- 
wise have  met  with. 

Arthur,  taught  by  sad  experience  to  diacniat  atrange 
guides  found  himself  neverthalesa,  in  this  evontSd 


and  periloua  journey,  dispowH  to 
confidence  in  nia  present  conductor,  T1iirib«rii,aPia> 
vcn^  by  birtii,  intimately  aoqiuunied  with  tbs  rsa^ 
which  tney  look,  aswl,  aa  faraa  be  oouU  indgiL^ 
posed  10  dischar;^  his  office  with  fideCty.  Prunaaet 
alike,  and  the  haoita  which  be  had  acquired  in  ttavc^ 
lioff,  as  well  aa  the  character  of  a  aierebaiit  whic^  \m 
still  auatained,  induced  him  U>  waive  the 
haughty  superiority  of  a  knight  and  pohle 
an  inferior  peraonage,  eapecmm  aa  be  liglitiy  cssy 
tured  that  tree  interoourae  with  this  man,  whoae  se> 
quirementa  seemed  of  a  aiiperior  cast,  wae  likely  is 
render  him  a  judge  of  hia  opinions  and  diapfoniHi 
towards  him.  In  return  for  hia  cond—ccnsien,  ht 
obtained  a  good  deal  of  infbnuation  oooocRiiag  ihi 
province  which  he  was  approaching. 

Aa  they  drew  near  the  ooundariea  of  Piovenea,ihe 
communicationa  of  Tbiebault  became  dmss  nsi 
and  interesting.  He  could  not  only  laU  the  asaa 
and  history  of  each  romantic  caatle  which  thev  pMi> 
ed,  in  their  devioua  and  doubtAil  route,  hot  had  at  hi 
command  the  chivalroua  hiatory  of  the  noble  kniafaii 
and  barons  to  whom  they  now  pertained,  or  had  ks> 
longed  in  earlier  daya,  and  could  recount  tocireivhii 
agamst  the  Saracens,  by  lepellinc;  their  attacks  smb 
Christendom,  or  their  enbrta  to  recover  the  Holy  at- 
pulchre  from  Pagan  banda.  In  the  conns  ofmA 
narrationa,  Thierault  was  led  to  apcmh  of  the  'nas' 
badoura,  a  race  of  native  poet*  of  Provencal 
differing  widely  from  the  minatrela  of  Non_ 
and  the  adjacent  provincea  of  Franoe,  with  wl 
talea  ot  chivalry,  as  wdl  aa  the  nnmeiooa  iraa_ 
tions  of  their  works  into  Noiman-Fiench  and  Esf- 
lish,  Arthur,  like  most  of  the  noble  yoath  of  ha 
countryjjvaa  intimately  acquainted  nod  dcqily  ea- 
bued.  Thiebault  beaated  that  hia  gTandaire^  of  hs- 
ble  birth  indeed,  but  of  diatinguiahed  talent,  wassn 
of  this  gifted  race,  whoae  oompo«tiooa  prod«ada 
great  an  efiect  on  the  temper  and  OAanncta  of  dm 
nge  and  country.  It  was,  however,  to  be  R^cna. 
that  inculcating  as  the  prime  duty  of  life  a  foenstr 
spirit  of  gallantry,  which  aometimes  rrneaiMl  the  Ph 
tonic  bound  preacribed  to  it,  the  poetry  of  the  1V» 
badoura  waa  too  frequently  need  to  aoften  and  Mass 
the  heart,  and  corrupt  the  piinciplea.* 


ttaefi 


*  The  MMothaeaa  of  Itoa  1 
of  the  Latin,  %vhieh  bad 

waa  eall«l  for  dutinetioo'i  Mkc  the  Rooiaai 

and  the  richoen  and  fertility  of  a  eoantry  •iMiuidier  w  ^ 

could  deliffht  the  leneea  and  aoothe  11m  inwiri ■»**<?•  mh 

diipoaed  the  inhabitants  to  cultivate  tlM  art 

iralue  and  foster  the  ffsnins  of  tboee  who  d 

selvea  by  attainioc  excrilenoe  in  it.    Tro^_ 

;lfider»  or  htttntors,  eqaivalent  to  the  nortlMfii 

arose  in  mrwjf  class,  from  the  loweet  te  tbe  hi 

in  their  art  disnifled  men  of  tlie  mennust  i«iiL 

honouiB  to  thoee  who  wets  bom  in  Iha  f*atri<  ' 

War  and  love,  more  repeeialljr  the  tatter,  ymr 

bj  the  chivalrv  of  thm  times  as  the 

verae.    tinch,  too,  were  the  themes  of 

Bat  whilst  the  latter  confined  thnmsiiiiM 

well-known  metrical  historiee  ia  which 

combat  mincled  with  adventures  of  enchan 

of  ffienls  and  rooostori  subdued  by  valinnt  «»ti , 

best  attracted  the  ears  of  the  somewhat  dalleraBd 
roes  waniors  of  ooithem  Franoe,  of  Britain  nad  « 
the  mors  IrrelrTroubadouis  prodaoed  pimaB  mh»i 
human  passion,  and  on  love,  affection,  and  dntiMl 
with  which  the  feuhfol  knirht  was  boond  to 
of  his  choice,  and  the  honooraad  rasnect  with 
bound  to  recompense  his  faithJhl  aervtcna. 

Thus  ftr  it  caooot  be  disputed,  that  rtie     ..... 
the  Troubadouri  were  those  on  which  poetir  m 
exerle.,  and  with  the  t>est  ehanee  of  rismr  to 
uMiallj  happene,  that  whan  ear  one  of  the  fine  mt 
exclusively,  Uie  taste  of  thoee  who  ptaetiae  and 
dttctions  loses  sifht  of  natnre.  simplicitv  and  i 
the  srtist  endeavours  to  discover,  while  the  b 
admiie,  some  mors  complicated  sjruiom    m  w 
Mupenedes  the  dictelas  of  nalaral  ftKliur.  and 
ingenuity  is  ussd  Instsad  of  the  asoto  obvior 
simplicity  snd  mod  Mose.    Thus,  with  the 
bation  of  their  hearers,  the  TroobadtMra  *v*i 
a  species  of  poetry  descitbinc  and  iocaleatinr  a 
faphysical  airectioo,  aa  inoonsiatent  with  Mia 
atiers  tales  of  msfieians  and  monaluia .  with 


society,  that  it  was  calculated  deeply  to  mmn  ite 
Its  morals.    Every  Troobadoar,  or  flood  Kaichc 
maxims  of  their  poetical  seliool  lor  hterSe   < 
.K 1^  lady-love,  the  ftirest  and  nohieet  to*  • 


choose 


aeeem.  to  whom  he  dedicated  at  onee  his  lew  end  hn  sb«(. 
and  who.  married  or  single,  wae  to  be  the  object  aa  wtanSe 
liflt.  word,  aod  actionr.  wars  to  be  devoted.  C^^eodnr  ^A 
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Arthur's  attention  was  called  lo  thiapecnlianty,  Jbir 
"hjebaolt  Bioxinc.  which  he  could  do  with  good  akill, 
le  history  of  a  Troabadour,  named  WiUiain  Cabea- 
liny,  who  loved,  par  amours^  a  noble  and  beautiful 
idy.  Mamret,  the  wife  of  a  baron  called  Ravmond 
B  ItousBinon.  The  jealous  husband  obtained  proof 
f  him  dishonour,  and  naving  put  Gabestainy  to  death 
y  ftssassinstion,  he  took  his  heart  from  his  bosom, 
nd  causing  it  to  be  dreesed  like  that  of  an  animal, 
pdered  it  to  be  served  up  to  hie  ladv:  and  when  she 
ad  eaten  of  the  horrible  mesa,  told  her  of  what  her 
anqiMt  was  composed.  The  ladv  replied,  that  since 
be  bad  been  made  to  partake  of  rooa  so  preciou&no 
oaraer  rnorsel  should  ewer  after  cross  her  lips.  She 
erststed  in  her  resolution,  and  thus  starred  herself 
y  death.  The  Troubadour  who  celebrated  this  tra- 
ie  history,  had  displayed  in  his  composition  a  good 
caI  of  poetic  art.  GHossing  over  the  error  of  the 
fvera  as  the  fault  of  their  destiny,  dwelling  on  their 
radical  fate  with  conaiderable  pathos,  and  finally, 
xecrating  the  blind  fury  of  the  husband,  with  the 
ill  fervour  of  poetical  indignation,  he  recorded,  with 
indictive  pleasure,  how  every  bold  knight  and  true 
>ver  in  the  south  of  France  assembled  to  besiege  the 
aitMi's  castle,  stormed  it  by  main  force,  left  not  one 
tone  upon  another,  and  put  the  tyrant  himself  to  an 
{noixiinioua  death.  Arthur  waa  interested  in  the  me- 
incfaoly  tale,  which  even  beguiled  him  of  a  few 
Bars ;  but  as  he  thought  farther  on  its  purport,  he 
ried  his  eyes,  and  said,  with  some  sternness,— 
Thiebault,  sing  me  no  more  such  lays.  I  have 
eard  my  father  say,  that  the  readiest  mode  to  cor- 
apc  a  Christian  man,  is  to  bestow  upon  vice  thepity 
nd  the  praise  which  are  due  only  to  virtue.  Your 
Karon  ox  Roussillon  is  a  monster  of  cruelty:  but 
our  unfortunate  lovers  were  not  the  less  guilty.  It 
I  by  giving  fair  names  to  foul  actiona,  that  those  who 
roulostart  at  real  vice  are  led  to  practise  its  lessons, 
nder  the  disguise  of  virtue." 

^*  I  would  you  knew,  Signior,"  answered  Thiebault, 

that  this  Lav  of  Cabestainy,  and  the  Lady  Marga- 
et  of  RoussiOonjis  reckoned  a  masterpiece  of  the 
yyouB  science.  Fie,  sir.  you  are  too  young  to  be  ao 
trict  a  censor  of  morals.  What  will  you  do  when 
our  head  is  gray,  if  you  are  thus  severe  when  it  is 
caroely  brown  r 

**  A  head  which  listens  to  folly  in  youth,  will  hardly 
e  honourable  in  old  age."  answered  Arthur. 

Tliiebaulf  had  no  mmd  to  carry  the  dispute  farther. 

"  It  is  not  ifor  me  to  contend  with  your  worship. 

only  think,  with  every  true  son  of  chivalry  and 
onK>  that  a  anight  without  a  mistieaa  ia  like  a  sky 
ritnout  a  star.*' 

**  Do  I  not  know  that?"  answered  Arthur ;  "  but 
et  better  remain  in  darkness  than  be  guided  by  such 
ilae  lijghts  as  shower  down  vice  and  pestilence." 

**  Nay,  it  may  be  your  aeisnorie  is  ngbt,"  anawered 
he  ffusae.  **  It  is  certain,  that  even  in  Provence  here 
re  nave  lost  much  of  our  keen  judgment  on  matters 
f  love, — its  difficulties,  its  intricacies,  and  its  errors, 
the  Troubadours  are  no  longer  regarded  as 

h  and  Noble  Parliament  of 
its  sittings. 


ince 


.soal,  and  since  the 
Mwe^  has  ceased  to 


of  Mieh  a  gaUMil,  to  oooiidor  him  wmhrn  h»v«r 

dSi  on  all  <1<M  occMiom  to  mot  him  ■■  mth  witli  distionished 
.^irfr*  of  perioul  fkvour.  It  is  tnie,  that  acoordinf  to  the  batt 
Btboricte*.  the  mterooum  betwixt  her  lorer  ud  henelf  wai 
»  ba  oottrajr  of  a  natonio  character,  end  Um  loyatsMrain  wm 
ot  to  racniie,  or  (he  ohoocn  ladjr  to  frsnt,  anj  Uung  beropd 
IM  fkvour  the  mifht  in  •trict  modetty  bestow.  fiTen  ooder 
his  raetrietion,  the  tftna  wai  like  to  make  wild  work  with 
be  domeatic  peece  of  families,  since  it  permitted,  or  rather 
sneh  famUiarity  betwixt  the  fhir  dmna  end  Iter 
idmirar ;  and  verjr  ftaqoeaU/  human  passions,  plaoed 

. cb  a  daageroBS  sitaaliOD,  prored  too  strona  to  be  confined 

ritbiii  ttie  metaphTsieal  boonos  prescribed  to  them  by  so  fan- 
saCie  and  perilous  a  system,  'rhe  injured  huslwods  on  manv 
^^,ft^.««  avenfed  themaelves  with  severity,  sod  even  with 
InadAsl  enmity,  en  Um  nnlkithAiI  ladies,  sod  the  musical  skill 
lod  cbivalrous  character  of  the  lover  proved  no  protection  to 
lie  iMraon.  Bat  the  real  spfarit  of  the  system  was  snen  m  Uiis, 
hatm  the  poems  of  the  other  Trovbadoara,  by  wliom  such 
mmatm  ara  raooided,  their  pity  is  all  beetowed  oa  Um  haplew 
w^efx  while,  without  Um  leasl  allowaaee  for  jast  provoeaUoo, 
be  injured  hvsband  is  held  up  to  execration. 

-»  In  Provenoe,  during  the  lloarishinr  time  of  tteTnrabadottn, 
\g0wm  was  eeteemed  so  grave  and  ftmaal  a  part  of  the  biisinaes 
■r  lii^  tbaft  a  PartiaBMat  or  High  Gbart  of  tovajnappoialad 
te  deeidint  awb  qnettiQaai   This  iiatulav  uSmX  watb  it 


"  But  in  these  latter  dayst"  cominued  ths  Pmven- 
9al,  '*  kings,  dukes,  and  sovereiansi  instead  of  being 
the  foremost  and  most  faitfaral  vassals  of  the  Court 
of  Cupid,  are  themselves  the  skves  of  sdfishnessi  and 
love  of  gisiin.  Instead  of  winnmg  hearts  by  breaking 
lances  m  the  lists,  they  are  breaking  the  hearts  of 
their  impoverished  vassals  by  the  most  cruel  exactions 
—instead  of  attempting  to  deserve  the  smile  and  fit- 
veure  of  their  lady-loves,  they  are  meditating  how  to 
stfcal  castles,  towns,  and  provinces  from  their  neigh- 
boura.  But  long  lire  to  the  good  and  venerable  King 
Ren£ !  While  he  nas  an  acre  of  land  left  his  residenoo 
wiU  be  the  rssort  of  valiant  knights,  whose  only  sim 
is  praise  in  arma,  of  true  lovers,  who  are  peraecnted 
by  fortune,  and  of  high-toned  harpers,  who  know 
how  to  celebrate  faith  and  valour." 

.  Arthur,  interested  in  learning  something  more  pre 
cise  than  common  fame  had  taught  him  on  the  sub« 
ject  of  this  prince,  easily  induced  the  talkative  Pro- 
vencal to  enlarge  upon  the  virtues  of  his  old  sove- 
reign's character,  as  just,  joyous,  and  debonair,  a 
friend  to  the  most  noSle  exercises  of  the  chase  and 
the  tilt-yard,  and  still  more  so  the  joyous  scienos  of 
Poetry  and  Music;  who  gave  away  more  revenue 
than  he  received,  in  largesses  to  knights-eirant  and 
itinerant  musicians,  with  whom  his  petty  court  was 
crowded^  as  one  of  the  very  fatw  in  which  the  ancient 
hospitahty  waa  sdll  maintained. 

Such  was  the  picture  which  Tltiebaidt  drew  of  the 
last  minstrel  monarch;  and  though  the  eulogium 
was  exaggerated,  perhapa  the  (acts  were  not  over- 
charged. 

Born  of  royal  parentage,  and  with  high  pretensions, 
Rene  had  at  no  period  of  nis  life  been  able  to  match 
his  fortunes  to  his  claims.  Of  the  kiiijgdoms  to 
which  he  asserted  right,  nothing  remained  in  his  pos- 
session but  the  county  of  Provence  itself  a  fair  and 
friendly  principality,  but  diminished  by  the  many 
claims  which  France  had  acquired  upon  portions  of 
it  by  advances  of  money  to  supply  the  personal  ex- 

gmses  of  its  master,  and  by  other  portions,  which 
urgundy  to  whom  tlene  had  been  a  prisoner,  held 
in  pledge  for  his  ransom.  In  his  youth  he  engaged 
in  more  than  one  military  enterpriiBe.  in  the  hope  of 
attaining  aome  part  of  the  territory  of  which  he  was 
styled  sovereign.  His  courage  ia  not  impeached,  but' 
fortune  did  not  smile  on  his  mihtary  adventures ;  and 
he  seems  at  last  to  have  become  sensible,  thst  the 
power  of  admiring  and  celebrating  warlike  merit,  is 
very  difiertnt  from  possessing  that  quality.  In  fact, 
Rene  was  a  prince  of  very  moderate  parta^  endowed 
with  a  love  of  the  fine  arts,  which  he  earned  to  ex- 
tremity, and  a  degree  of  good-humour,  which  never 
permitted  him  to  repine  at  fortune,  but  rendered  lis 
poaaessor  happy,  when  a  prince  of  keener  feelings 
would  have  died  of  despair.  This  insouciant,  light- 
tempered,  gay,  and  thoughtleaa  disposition,  conducted 
Rene,  free  from  all  the  passions  which  unbitto'  life, 
and  often  shorten  it,  to  a  hale  and  mirthful  old  aes. 
Even  domestic  losses,  which  often  amct  those  who 
are  proof  against  men  reverses  of  fortune^  made  iio 
deep  impression  on  the  feelings  of  this  cheerful  old 
monarch.  Most  of  his  children  had  died  young; 
Rene  took  it  not  to  heart  His  daughter  BCamrat  s 
marriage  with  the  powerful  Henry  of  England  was 
considmi  a  connexion  mnch  above  the  fortunes  of 
the  King  of  the  Troubadours.  But  in  the  issue,  in- 
stead oiRene  deriving  any  splendour  from  the  match, 
be  was  involved  in  the  mieibrtunes  of  his  daughter, 
and  repeatedly  obliged  to  impovprish  himself  to  supply 


■ay  be  soDpoesd,  coBirer<tot  with  more  of  imMiasry  thju  of 
real  sails:  bat  it  is  estenishing  with  what  eola  aad  pedaptM 
ingemiity  the  Troubadours  of  whom  it  consisted  setthemsBlves 
to  plead  end  to  decide,  upon  reasoofaig  which  was  not  less 
singular  «id  able  than  out  of  plaee,  the  absurd  <inMtions  which 
tteu  «wn  fkataetie  imof inatious  had  pienrioiisly  devised.  Ttasra, 
for  example,  is  a  reported  ease  of  much  celebnly,  whers  a  ladr 
sittfaig  in  company  with  three  persons,  who  were  her  sdmlien, 
listened  to  one  with  the  most  IkTonreble  ■nile^while  she 
piessed  the  hand  of  the  seeoad,  sad  touched  with  her  own  the 
Shot?  the  third.  H  was  a  Ase  Bueh  MtaM  and  kMa^r  eeo- 
tested  ia  the  Parliament  of  I^?^  whuA  of  theserwab  had 
received  the  distinguishing  mark  of  tito  lady's  terour.  Much 
ingwulty  was  wasted  on  this  sad  sunUar  oses,  of  which 
isaeoneatioBjB  all  Meiai  tenaaflapl 
the  title  tf  JmtB  €Mmm  0I4MM  <• 
LoveO 
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h«r  niiBom.  Perhaps  in  his  private  soul  the  old  king 
did  not  think  these  losses  so  mortifying,  ss  the  neces- 
sity of  reoeifing  Maigsiet  into  his  coort  and  &niily. 
On  fire  when  reflecting  on  the  losses  she  had  sus- 
tained mourning  over  friends  slain  and  kingdoms 
lost,  the  proudest  and  most  pasaionate  of  prinoesaes 
was  ill  auited  to  dwell  with  the  gayest  sno  best-hu- 
moured of  sovereigns,  whoae  pursuits  she  contemned, 
and  whoae  lightneas  of  temper,  for  finding  comfort  in 
such  trifiea^  she  could  not  foijnve.  The  discomfort 
atuched  to  her  presence,  and  vindictive  recollec- 
tiona,  embarfasaed  the  good-humoured  old  monarch, 
though  it  was  unable  to  drive  him  beyond  his  equani- 
mi^. 

Another  distress  pressed  him  more  sorely.— Yo- 
lande^  a  daughter  ofhia  first  wifei  Isabella,  had  suc- 
ceeded to  his  claims  upon  theDuchv  of  Lorraine,  and 
transmitted  them  to  hereon,  Ferrano,  Count  of  Vaude- 
mont|  a  young  man  of  courage  and  spirit,  engaged  at 
this  time  in  the  apparently  deaperate  undertakmg  of 
making^  his  title  good  agamst  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
who,  with  little  nght,  but  great  power,  was  seizing 
upon  and  overrunmng  this  nch  Duchy,  which  he  laid 
claim  to  aa  a  male  fidEl  And  to  conclude,  while  the 
aged  king  on  one  aide  beheld  his  dethroned  daughter 
in  hopeless  deepair,  and  on  the  other  his  disinherited 
granoaon,  in  vain  attempting  to  recover  part  of  their 
nghta,  he  had  the  additional  misfortune  to  know, 
that  hia  hephew,  Louis  of  France,  and  hia  cousin,  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  were  secretly  contending  which 
should  succeed  him  in  that  portion  of  Provence  which 
he  still  continued  to  posaes^  and  that  it  waa  only 
jealouay  of  each  other  which  prevented  his  being 
deapoiled  of  this  last  remnant  of  his  territory.  Yet 
amid  all  thie  distress.  Rent  fessted  and  received 
guests,  danced,  sung,  composed  poetry,,  used  the  pen- 
cil or  brush  with  no  small  akill,  devised  and  con- 
ducted feativals  and  procesaions,  and  studying  to  pro- 
mote as  far  as  oossible,  the  immediate  mirth  and 
good-humour  oihis  subjects,  if  he  could  not  mate- 
rially enlarge  their  more  permanent  prosperity,  was 
never  mentioned  by  them,  exoeping  as  Le  bon  Roi 
Reni^  a  distinction  conferred  on  him  down  to, the 
present  day,  and  due  to  him  certainly  by  the  qualitiea 
of  his  heart,  if  not  by  those  of  his  head. 

Whilst  Arthur  was  receiving  from  his  guide  s  full 
account  of  the  peculiarities  of  King  Rene,  they  en- 
tered the  territories  of  that  merry  monarch.  It  was 
late  in  the  autumn,  and  about  the  period  when  the 
south-eastern  counties  of  France  rather  show  to  least 
advantage.  The  foliage  of  the  olive-tree  is  then  de- 
cayed and  withered,  and  as  it  predominates  in  the 
landacape,  and  resembles  the  scorched  complexion  of 
the  soil  itself  an  ashen  and  arid  hue  is  given  to  the 
whole.  Still,  however,  there  were  scenes  in  the  hilly 
and  pastoral  psrts  of  the  country,  where  the  quantity 
of  evergreens  relieved  the  eye  even  in  this  dead  season. 

The  appearance  of  the  country,  in  general,  had  much 
in  it  that  waa  peculiar. 

The  travelers  perceived  at  every  turn  some  marks 
of  the  King's  singular  character.  Provence,  as  the  part 
of  (}aul  which  first  received  Roman  civilization,  and 
as  having  been  still  longer  the  residence  of  the  Gre- 
cian colony  who  founded  Marseilles,  is  more  full  of 
the  splendid  relics  of  ancient  architecture  than  anv 
other  country  in  Europei  Italv  and  Greece  ezceptea. 
The  good  taate  of  the  lung  Rent  had  dicuted  some 
attempts  to  clear  out  and  to  restore  these  memorials 
of  antiqiutv.  Waa  there  a  triumphal  arch,  or  an  an- 
cient temple— huts  and  hovels  were  cleared  away 
from  its  vicinity,  and  means  were  used  at  least  to 
retard  the  approach  of  ruin.  Was  there  a  marble 
fountain,  which  superetttion  had  dedicated  to  aome 
sequestered  naiad— it  was  surrounded  by  olive%  al- 
mond, and  orange  trees— its  cistern  was  repaired, 
ami  taught  once  more  to  retain  its  crystal  treaaurea. 
The  huge  amphitheatres,,  and  gigantic  colonnades, 
experienced  the  same  anxious  care,  attesting  that  the 
noblest  4>ecimens  of  the  fine  arta  found  one  admirer 
and  preserver  in  King  Rent,  even  during  the  coarse 
of  those  which  sre  termed  the  dark  and  barbarous 


A  change  of  mannsn  ooold  alao  be  observed  in 
paaaing  from  BoiBQiidy  and  Loiraiaeb  where  society 


relished  of  German  bluntneas,  into  ihe 
try  of  ProvenoeL  where  the  infloenoe  of  a  fine  dnaie 
and  melodiow  language,  joined  to  the  porsoitsof  ihc 
romantic  ola  monarch,  with  the  universal  laaie  Uk 
music  and  poetry,  had  introduoed  a  cmhiaboQ  af 
manneriL  which  approached  to  afiectatioa.  Tb 
shepherd  literally  marched  abroad  in  the  — '■"^tCi 
piping  his  fiocks  forth  to  the  pastme,  with  some  kns 
sonnet,  the  composition  of  an  amoroos  Troobadov; 
and  his  '*  fleecy  care"  aeemed  actually  to  be 
the  influence  of  his  music,  instead  oi  being 
ciously  insensible  to  its  noelody.  aa  is  the 


ciousiy  msensiDie  to  its  meioay.  aa  is  toe  case  ■ 
colder  climates.  Arthur  observed,  too,  thst  the  Pro- 
ven^ sheep,  instead  of  being  driveo  bobre  the  sb^- 
herd,  rsgulsiiy  followed  him,  and  did  not  diaiieisR  is 
feed,  until  the  swain,  by  turning  his  face  rooad  te 
them,  remaining  stationary,  and  execoting 
on  the  air  which  he  was  playing,  aeemed 
them  that  it  was  proper  to  do  ao.    While  in 


hia  huge  dog,  of  a  species  which  is  trained  to  fooe  the 
woli^  and  who  is  respected  by  the  sheen  as  ths 
gusraian,  and  not  feared  as  their  tyranL  fouowadlai 
maater  with  hia  ean  pricked,  like  the  chief  criiie  sari 
prime  judge  of  the  jperformanoe,  at  aoose  tones  cf 
which  ne  seldom  fiuled  to  intimate  diaapprobatiaa : 
while  the  flock,  like  the  generabty  of  an  audience,  iil- 
lowed  in  unanimoua  though  silent  appIanaeL  At  ihs 
hour  of  noon,  the  shepbera  had  aometimes  aeqoired 
an  augmentation  to  his  audience,  in  aome  eondlr 
matron  or  blooming  maiden,  with  whom  be  had  bbs- 
desvoused  by  such  s  fountain  as  we  have  desuiai 
and  who  listened  to  the  husband's  or  loTer'schah- 
meau,  or  mingled  her  voice  with  hia  in  the  dssti^  fl' 
which  the  songs  of  the  Troubadours  have  kft  ■ 
many  examples.  In  the  cool  of  the  evenio^  thi 
dance  on  the  village  green,  or  the  oonoert  befas  Ac 
hamlet  door;  the  little  repast  of  fruits,  cheesg>  aad 
bread,  which  the  traveller  was  readily  invited  to 
share,  gave  new  charms  to  the  illusion,  and  aeenec 
in  eameat  to  point  out  Provence  aa  the  Arcadk  i 
France. 

But  the  greatest  singularity  waa,  in  the  eyes  of  Ar- 
thur, the  total  abaenoe  of  armed  men  and  aoldien  « 
this  peaceful  country.  In  England,  no  man  snmc 
wi thout  his  long-bow,  sword,  and  backlcT.  In  Frasff 
the  hind  wore  armour  even  when  he  was  betwixt  t^ 
stilts  of  his  plough.  In  Germany,  you  could  not  loit 
alone  a  mile  of  highway,  but  the  eye  was  eocuMuim* 
by  Clouds  of  dust,  out  of  which  were  saeo^  by  lai 
wavinK  fcathera  and  flaahing  armour.  Even  m  Svn- 
xerland,  the  peasant,  if  he  had  a  journey  to  raakt 
thoujfh  hut  of  a  mile  or  two,  cared  not  to  travel  wa^ 
out  his  hslberd  and  two-handed  sword.  Bat  in  ft*- 
vence  all  aeemed  quiet  and  peaceful^  aa  if  the  none 
of  the  land  had  lulled  to  sleep  all  its  wraihfal  pas- 
sions. Now  and  then  a  mounted  cavalier  mi^t  pasi 
them,  the  haip  at  whose  saddle-bow,  or  carried  br 
one  of  his  attendants,  attested  the  character  of  a 
Troubadour,  which  waa  affected  l^  men  of  all 
and  then  only  a  short  sword  on  his  left  thigh, 
for  show  lather  than  use,  was  a  necessary  and  i 
prists  part  of  his  equipment. 

'*  Peace,"  said  Arthur,  aa  he  looked  around  him,  "ii 
an  inestimable  jewel ;  but  it  will  be  soon  snatrhsJ 
from  those  who  axe  not  prepared  with  heart  aad  hmk 
to  defend  it" 

The  eight  of  the  ancient  and  intereatias  tawa  if 
Aix,  where  King  Rent  held  his  coort,  din^sd  is- 
flections  oi  a  general  character,  and  recalled  is  tin 
young  Englishman  the  peculiar  mission  on  wtieh  hi 
wasenffagiBd. 

He  then  required  to  know  finom  the  PiuisaQd 
Thiebault,  whether  his  inatmctions  woe  to  Ism 
him,  now  that  he  had  sucoeesfiilly  sttaioed  the  cad  sf 
hisipurney. 

"Ify  instructions."  anawered  Tliebaalt,  **ai«  is 
remain  in  Aix  while  there  is  any  chance  of  fsv 
aeignorie*s  continuing  there,  to  be  of  such  use  lo  ?ss 
as  you  msy  require,  either  aa  a  guide  or  an  ataewta* 
and  to  keen  these  men  in  readineas  to  wait  ivaa  fss 
when  you  nave  occasion  for  meosenffera  or  ^uaft- 
With  your  approbation,  I  will  see  them  itiatinaiil  sfs 
fitting  quarters,  and  receive  my  liarther  iiwti 
from  yojysignorie  wherever  you  plsaas  to 
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fDe.   I  propose  this  separation,  because  I  understand 
It  IS  your  present  pleasure  to  be  private." 

I  must  go  to  court,"  answered  Arthur,  "without 
any  delay.  ^Vait  ft>r  me  in  half  an  hour  by  that  foun- 
tain m  the  street,  which  projects  into  the  air  such  a 
magnificent  pillar  of  water,  surrounded,  I  would  al- 
iDoat  swear,  by  a  vapour  like  steam,  serving  as  a 
sbroud  to  the  jet  which  it  envelopes." 

The  jet  is  so  surrounded,"  answered  the  Pro- 
ven^L  because  it  is  supplied  by  a  hot  spring  rising 
mm  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  the  touch  of  irost  on 
this  autumn  momine  makes  the  vapour  more  distin- 
guishable than  usual.— But  if  it  is  good  King  Ren6 
whom  ypn  seek,  you  w»!l  find  him  at  this  time  walk- 
ing  in  his  chimney.  Do  not  be  afraid  of  awroaching 
him,  for  there  never  was  a  monarch  so  easy  of  ac- 
cess, especially  to  good  looking  strangers  like  vou, 
sewnone.*' 

.  *^Biit  his  ushers,"  said  Arthur,  "  wiU  not  admit  me 
into  bis  hall." 
*;  His  hall  f"  repeated  Thiebault— "  Whose  haU  7" 
"Why,  King  Rent's,  I  apprehend.  If  he  is  walk- 
ing m  a  chimnesr,  it  can  only  be  in  that  of  his  hall, 
and  a  stately  one  it  must  be  to  give  him  room  for  such 
exercise." 

"  Vou  mistake  mv  meaning,"  said  the  guide,  laugh- 
mg.— "  What  we  call  King  Rene's  chimney  is  the  nar- 
low  parapet  yonder ;  it  extends  between  these  two 
towers,  has  an  exposure  to  the  south,  and  is  shel- 
tered in  every  other  direction.  Yonder  it  is  his  plea- 
sure to  walk  and  enjoy  the  beams  of  the  sun,  on  such 
cool  mornings  as  the  present  It  nurses,  he  says,  his 
poetical  vein.  If  yoii  approach  his  promenade  he  will 
readily  speak  to  you,  unless,  indeed,  he  is  in  the  very 
act oia  poetical  composition." 

Arthur  could  not  forbear  smiling  at  the  thoughts  of 
a  king,  eighty  years  o(  age^  broken  down  wiih  mis- 
ibrtunes  and  beset  with  dangers,  who  yet  amused 
himself  with  walking  in  an  open  parmt,  and  com- 
posing poetry  in  presence  of  all  such  of  his  loving  sub- 
jects as  chose  to  look  on. 

"  If  you  will  walk  a  few  steps  this  way,"  said  Thie- 
bault,  ^*you  may  see  the  good  King,  and  judge  whe- 
ther or  not  you  will  accost  him  at  present.  I  will 
diq>os6  of  the  people,  and  await  your  orders  at  the 
fountain  in  the  Corso." 

Arthur  saw  no  objection  to  the  proposal  of  his  guide, 
and  was  not  unwilfing  to  have  an  opportunity  of*  see- 
ing something  of  the  good  King  Rene,  before  he  was 
introduced  to  his  presence. 


CHAPTER    XXX. 

Ar,  thia  it  ha  who  wean  the  wrmth  of  ban 

wove  by  Apollo  and  the  Siatera  Nine, 

Which  Jove*a  dread  lifhtninff  acathea  not    Ha  haUi  doll 

The  eambrofaa  helm  of  ateel,  and  flanc  aaide 

The  yet  moie  nlliuf  diadem  of  told  i 

Wliire,  with  a  leafy  circlet  nMum  hia  brow*, 

He  leiffna  the  Kinf  of  Loven  and  of  Poets. 

A  CAUTIOUS  approach  to  the  chimney,^  thi(t  is,  the  &- 
vourite  walk  of  the  King,  who  is  described  by  Shak- 
qpeara  as  bearing 


alyIeofKinrofN< 
Of  both  the  Bieiiiea,  and  ^ 
Yet  not  flo  wealUiy  aa  an 


>emt 
yeoman, 


save  Arthur  the  perfisot  survey  of  his  M luesty  in  per- 
son. He  saw  an  old  man,  with  locks  and  beard, 
which,  in  amplitude  and  whiteness,  nearly  rivalled 
those  of  the  envoy  from  Schwitz,  but  with  a  fresh 
ind  ruddy  colour  m  his  cheek,  and  an  eye  of  great 
riyacity.  His  dress  was  showy  to  a  degree  almost 
nconsistent  with  his  years :  and  his  step,  not  only 
lirm  but  fall  of  alertness  and  vivacity,  whUe  occupied 
n  traversing  the  short  and  sheltered  walk,  which  he 
lad  chosen,  rather  for  comfort  than  for  privacy, 
iho  wed  juvenile  vigour,  still  animating  an  aged  frame. 
The  old  King  earned  his  tablets  and  a  pencil  in  his 
land,  seeming  totally  abstracted  in  hfa  own  thpughts, 
ind  indifTerent  to.being  observed  by  several  persons 
rem  the  public  street  beneath  his  elevated  pro- 
nenade. 

Of  these,  some,  from  their  dress  and  manner, 
leemed  themselves  Troubadours;  for  tail^held  in 
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their  hands  rebecks,  rotes,  small  portable  harps,  and 
other  indications  of  their  profession.  Such  appeared 
to  be  stationary,  as  if  engaged  in  observing,  and  re- 
cording their  remarks  on  the  meditations  of  their 
Prince.  Other  passengers,  bent  on  their  own  more 
serious  affairs,  looked  up  to  the  King  as  to  some  one 
whom  they  were  accustomed  to  see  daily,  but  never 
passed  without  doffing  their  bonnets,  and  expressing, 
by  a  suitable  obeisance,  a  respect  and  affection  to- 
wards his  person,  which  appeared  to  make  up  in  cor- 
diality of  feeling  what  is  wanted  in  deep  and  solemn 
deference. 

Ren^  in  the  mean  while,  was  apparently  uncon 
sdous  both  of  the  gaze  of  such  as  stood  stiu,  or  the 
greeting  of  those  who  passed  on,  his  mind  seeming 
altogether  engrossed  with  the  apparent  labour  of  some 
arduous  task  m  poetry  or  music.  He  walked  fast  or 
slow  as  best  suited  -the  progress  of  composition.  At 
times  he  stopped  to  mark  hastily  down  on  his  tablets 
something  which  seemed  to  occur  to  him  as  deserv- 
ing of  preservation :  at  other  times  he  dashed  out  what 
he  had  written,  and  flung  down  the  pencil  as  if  in  a 
sort  of  despair.  On  these  occasions,  the  Sibylline 
leaf  was  carefully  picked  up  by  a  beautiful  page,  his 
only  attendant,  who  reverenUy  observed  the  firat 
suitable  opportunity  of  restoring  it  again  to  his  royal 
hand.  The  same  youth  bore  a  viol,  on  which,  at  a 
signal  from  his  master,  he  occasionally  struck  a  few 
musical  notes,  to  which  the  old  King  listened,  now 
with  a  soothed  and  satisfied  air,  now  with  a  discon- 
tented and  anxious  brow.  At  times,  his  enthusiasm 
rose  so  high,  that  he  even  hopped  and  skipped,  with 
an  activity  which  his  years  did  not  promise ;  at  other 
times  his  motions  were  extremely  slow,  and  occa- 
sionally he  stood  still,  like  one  wrapped  in  the  deepest 
and  most  anxious  meditation.  When  he  chanced  to 
look  on  the  group  which  seemed  to  watch  his  mo- 
tions, and  who  ventured  even  to  salute  him  with  a 
murmur  of  applause,  it  was  only  to  distinguish  them 
with  a  friendly  and  good-humoured  nod ;  a  salutation 
with  which,  likewise,  he  failed  not  to  reply  to  the 
greeting  of  the  occasional  passengers,  when  his  ear- 
nest attention  to  his  task,  whatever  it  might  be,  per- 
mitted him  to  observe  them. 

At  length  the  royal  eye  lighted  upon  Arthur,  whose 
attitude  of  silent  observation,  and  the  distinction  of 
his  figure,  pointed  him  out  as  a  stranger.  Ren£ 
beckoned  to  his  page,  who,  receiving  his  master's 
commands  in  a  whisper,  descended  from  the  royal 
chimney,  to  the  broader  platform  beneath,  which  was 
open  to  general  resort.  The  yonth^  addressing  Ar- 
thur with  much  courtesy,  informed  him  the  King  de- 
sired to  speak  with  him.  The  young  Englishman 
had  no  alternative  but  that  of  approaching,  though 
ponderinff  much  in  his  own  mind  how  he  ought  to 
comport  himself  towards  such  a  singular  specimen  of 
royalty. 

When  he  drew  near.  King  Ren^  addressed  him  in  a 
tone  of  courtesy  not  unmingled  with  dignity,  and  Ar- 
thur's awe  in  his  immediate  presence  was  greater 
than  he  himself  could  have  anticipated  from  his  pre- 
vious conception  of  the  royal  charact,er. 

"  You  are.  from  your  appearance,  fair  sir,"  said 
King  Ren^,  *'  a  stranger  in  this  country.  By  what 
name  must  we  call  you,  and  to  what  business  are  we 
to  ascribe  the  happiness  of  seeing  you  at  our  court  7" 

Arthur  remained  a  moment  silent,  and  the  good  old 
man,  imputing  it  to  awe  and  timidity,  proceeded  in 
an  encouraging  tone. 

"Modesty  in  youth  is  ever  commendable;  you  are 
doubtless  an  acolyte  in  the  noble  and  joyous  science 
of  Minstrelsy  ana  Music,  drawn  hither  oy  the  wOling 
welcome  which  we  afibra  to  the  professors  of  those 
arts,  in  which— praise  be  to  Our  Lady  and  the  saints ! 
—we  have  ourself  been  dsemed  a  proficient." 

"I  do  not  aspire  to  the  honours  of  a  Troubadour," 
answered  Arthur.  ,    ,     «.. 

"I  believe  you,"  answered  the  King,  for  your 
speech  smacks  of  the  northern,  or  Norman-French, 
such  as  is  spoken  in  England  and  other  unrefined 
nations.  But  you  are  a  nunsowL  perhaps^  from  these 
ultramontane  parts.  Be  assured  we  despise  not  their 
efforts;  for  we  have  listened,  not  without  pleasure 
and  instruction,  to  many  of  their  bold  and  wikl  ro- 
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maunta,  which,  though  nide  in  device  and  language, 
andLtherefore,  far  inferior  to  the  regulated  poetry  of 
our  Troubadours,  have  yet  something  in  their  power- 
ful and  rough*mea8ure,  which  occasionally  rouses  the 
heart  hke  the  sound  of  a  trumpet." 

*'  I  have  felt  the  truth  of  your  Grace's  observation, 
when  I  have  heard  the  songs  of  my  country,"  said 
Arthur ;  "  but  I  have  neither  skill  nor  audacity  to  imi- 
tate what  I  admire— My  latest  residence  has  been  in 
Italy."  ¥ 

"  You  are  peAaps  then  a  proficient  in  painting," 
said  Rene ;  "  an  art  which  applies  itself  to  the  eye  as 
poetry  and  music  do  to  the  ear,  and  is  scarce  less  in 
esteem  with  us.  If  you  arc  skilful  in  the  art,  you 
have  come  to  a  monarch  who  loves  it,  and  the  fair 
country  in  which  it  is  practised." 

"In  simple  truth,  Sire,  I  am  an  Englishman,  and 
my  hand  has  bt^en  too  much  welk'd  and  hardened  by 
practice  of  the  bow,  the  lance,  and  the  sword,  to 
touch  the  harp,  or  even  the  pencil." 

"  An  Englishman !"  said  Ren^,  obviously  relaxing 
in  the  warmth  of  his  welcome :  "  and  what  brings 
you  here  ?  England  and  I  have  long  had  little  friend- 
ship together. 

'Ut  is  even  on  that  account  that  I  am  here,"  said 
Arthur.  "  I  come  to  pay  my  homage  to  your  Grace's 
daughter,  the  Princess  Margaret  of  Anjou,  whom  I 
and  many  true  Englishmen  regard  still  as  our  Queen, 
ihoudh  traitors  have  usurped  her  title." 

"Alas,  good  youth,"  said  Rene,  " I  must  grieve  for 
you,  while  I  respect  your  loyalty  |ind  faith.  Had  my 
daughter  Margaret  been  of  my  mind,  she  had  long 
since  abandoned  pretensions,  which  have  drowned 
in  seas  of  blood  the  noblest  and  bravest  of  her  ad- 
herents." 

The  King  scemjd  about  to  say  more,  but  checked 
himself. 

"  Gro  to  my  palace,"  he  said ;  "  inquire  for  the  Sene- 
schal Hugh  de  Saint  Cyr,  he  will  give  thee  the  means 
of  seeing  Margaret— that  is,  if  it  oe  her  will  to  see 
thee.  If  not,  good  English  youth,  return  to  my  pa- 
lace, and  thou  shalt  have  hospitable  entertainment ; 
for  a  King  who  loves  minstrelsy,  music,  and  paiiiting, 
is  ever  most  sensible  to  the  claims  of  honour,  virtue, 
and  loyalty ;  and  I  read  in  thy  looks  thou  art  pos- 
sessed of  these  qualities,  and  willingly  believe  thou 
mayst,  in  more  quiet  times,  aspire  to  share  the  hon- 
ours of  the  joyous  science.  But  if  thou  hast  a  heart 
to  be  touched  oy  the  sense  of  beauty  and  fair  propor- 
tion, it  will  leap  within  thee  at  the  first  sight  of  my 
palace,  the  stately  grace  of  which  may  be  compared 
to  the  faultless  form  of  some  high-bred  dame,  or  the 
artful,  yet  seemingly  simple  modulations  of  such  a 
tune  as  we  have  been  now  composing." 

The  King  seemed  disposed  to  take  his  instrument, 
and  indulge  the  youth  with  a  rehearsal  of  the  strain 
he  had  just  arranged ;  but  Arthur  at  that  moment  ex- 
perienced the  painful  internal  feeling  of  that  peculiar 
species  of  shame,  which  well-constructed  minds  feel 
when  they  see  others  express  a  great  assumption  of 
importance,  with  a  confidence  that  they  arc  exciting 
admiration,  when  in  fact  they  are  only  exposing  them- 
selves to  ridicule.  Arthur:  in  short,  took  leave,  m  very 
^ame."  of  the  King  of  Naples,  both  the  Sicilies,  and 
Jerusalem,  in  a  manner  somewhat  more  abrupt  than 
ceremony  demanded.  The  King  looked  after  him, 
with  some  wonder  at  this  want  of  breeding,  which, 
however,  he  imputed  to  his  visiter's  insular  education, 
and  then  again  began  to  twangle  his  viol. 

"The  oldfool !"  said  Arthur;  "his  daughter  is  de- 
throned, his  dominions  crumbling  to  pieces,  his  family 
on  the  eve  of  becoming  extinct,  his  grandson  driven 
from  one  lurking-place  to  another,  and  expelled  from 
bis  mother's  inneritance, — and  ho  can  find  amuse- 
ment in  these  fopperies!  I  thought  him,  with  his 
long  white  beard.  like  Nicolas  Bonstctten ;  but  tlie 
old  Swiss  is  a  Solomon  compared  with  him." 

As  these  and  other  reflections,  highly  diq>araging 
to  King  Ren^,  passed  through  Arthurs  minc^  he 
reached  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  found  Thiebault 
beneath  the  steaming  fountain,  forced  from  one  of 
those  hot  springs  which  had  been  the  delight  of  the 
Romans  from  an  early  period.  Thiebault,  having  as- 
sured his  master  that  his  retinue,  horse  and  man. 
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were  so  disposed  as  lo  be  ready  on  an  mstaBt's  csl. 
readily  undertook  lo  guide  him  to  King  Reo^s  pabet. 
which,  from  its  singularity,  and  indeed  its  beautj  of 
architecture,  deserved  the  aulogium  wbich  the  «U 
monarch  nad  bestowed  upon  it.    The  front  cooaattd 
of  three  towers  of  Roman  arcliitecture.  two  of  thai 
being  placed  on  the  angles  of  the  palace,  and  lae 
thiroi  which  served  the  purpoee  of  a  manaokn, 
forming  a  part  of  the  group,  though  somewhat  de- 
tached from  the  other  miildingK     Tins  last  wis  a 
structure  of  beautiful  proportions.    The  lower  part  tf 
the  edifice  waa  square,  serving  as  a  aoft  of  pedeaa! 
to  the  upper  part,  which  was  circular,  and  naraaBAei 
by  columns  of  massive  granite.      The  otfag  tw9 
towers  at  the  angles  of  the  palace  were  ramd,  aa^ 
also  ornamented  with  pillars,  and  with  a  doable  row 
of  windows.    In  front  oC  and  connected  with,  (Shk 
Roman  remains  to  which  a  date  has  been  aasi^ied  m 
eariy  as  the  fifth  or  sixth  century,  arose  the  aaam 
palace  of  the  Counta  of  Provence,  built  a  oetituy  « 
two  later,  but  where  a  rich  Gtothic  or  Moorish  fireat 
contrasted,  and  yet  harmonized,  with  the  mate  rqn- 
lar  and  massive  architecture  of  the  lords  of  the  won! 
It  VB  not  more  than  thirty  or  forty  years  sinee  Hm 
very  curious  remnant  of  antique  art  was  destn>|«d,  o 
make  room  for  new  public  bmldings,  which  ktn 
never  yet  been  erected. 

Arthur  realty  experienced  some  sensatioa  af  tia 
kind  which  the  old  King  had  prophesied,  and  am! 
looking  with  wonder  at  the  ever-open  gate  of  the  iia- 
lace,  into  which  men  of  all  kinds  seemed  to  mse 
freely.  After  looking  around  for  a  lew  minutes,  !h 
young  Englishman  ascended  the  steps  of  aaofafr 
portico,  and  asked  of  a  porter,  as  old  and  as  bzr  m 
a  great  man's  domestic  ought  to  be,  for  the 


named  to  him  by  the  King.  The  oorpolent  iani:s 
with  great  politeness,  put  the  stranger  nndcr  Cm 
chan;e  of  a  page,  who  luthercd  him  to  a  chamber,  *. 
which  he  found  another  aged  functionary  of  he^ 
rank,  with  a  comely  face,  a  clear  composed  eye:  sac 
a  brow  which,  having  never  been  knit  into  gn\t^ 
intimated  that  the  seneschal  of  Aix  was  a  piuficcc. 
in  the  philosophy  of  his  royal  master.  Me  recugBOBi 
Arthur  the  moment  he  addressed  him. 

"You  speak  northern  French,  fair  air;  yon  ksr 
lighter  hair  and  a  fairer  complexion  than  the  nacw» 
of  this  country— Vou  ask  after  Queen  Margaret-fii 
all  these  marks  I  read  you  English — Her  Grace  m 
England  is  at  this  inoment  paying  a  vow  at  the  b> 
nastery  of  Mont  Saint  Vic toire,  and  if  your  aaiaeh 
Arthur  Philipson,  I  have  commission  to  Ibrward  va^ 
to  her  presence  immediately — that  is,  as  soon  msjOk, 
have  tasted  of  the  royal  provision." 

The  vonng  man  would  have  remonstiatcd,  bat  ^ 
seneschal  left  him  no  leisure. 

"  Meat  and  mass,"  he  said,  "  never  hindeivd  wwi- 
it  is  perilous  to  youth  to  journey  too  far  on  an  esipn 
stomach — he  himself  would  take  a  mouthful  ytrtk  tr 
Queen's  ^est,  and  pledge  him  to  boot  in  a 
old  Hermitage." 

The  board  waa  covered  with  an  alachty 
showed  that  hospitality  waa  familiarly  excrc 
King  Rent's  dominions.  Pasties,  disaes  of 
the  gallant  boat's  head,  and  other  delicacies.  __ 
plac^  on  the  table,  and  the  seneschal  plaj'cd  tis 
merry  host,  freauently  apologizing  (unnecfiasaifly)  Sa 
showing  an  indiflerent  example,  as  it  vtas  his  doq-a* 
carve  before  King  Ren^,  and  the  good  King  was  w- 
ver  pleased  unless  he  saw  him  feed  lustily  as  weO  » 
carve  featly. 

**  But  for  you,  air  guest,  eat  freely,  since  yoo  maf 
not  see  food  again  tiU  sunset ;  for  the  good  Qaeea 
takes  her  misfortunes  so  to  heart  that  a^hs  arv  tm 
food,  and  her  tears  a  bottle  of  drink,  as  the  l^alnm 
hath  it.  But  I  bethink  me  you  wdl  need  steeds  Jar 
yourself  and  your  equipage  to  reach  Moot  Saint  T)c> 
toire,  which  is  seven  miles  firom  Aix." 

Arthur  intimated  that  he  had  a  gvade  and  faoi 
attendance,  and  begged  permisaion  to  take  his 
The  worthy  seneschal,  his  fair  round  beliy 
with  a  gold  chaui,  accompanied  turn  to  the 
a  step,  which  a  gentle  fit  of  the  gout  had  ._ 
uncertain,  but  which,  he  assured  Arthur,  would 
before  three  days*  use  of  the  hot  springs.    "^ 
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ippeared  before  the  sate,  not  with  the  tired  steeds 
9om  which  they  haofiismounted  an  houF  since,  but 
irith  fresh  palfreys  from  the  stable  of  the  King. 

"They  are  yocrs  from  the  moment  you  have' put 
bot  in  stirrup,"  said  the  seneschal ;  "  the  good  Kmg 
len6  never  received  back  as  his  property  a  horse 
/rhich  he  had  lent  to  a  guest ;  ana  that  is  perhaps 
me  reason  why  his  Highness  and  we  of  his  house- 
lold  must  walk  often  a-foot." 

Here  the  seneschal  exchanged  greetings  with  his 
ronng  visiter,  who  rode  forth  to  seek  Queen  Marga- 
et's  place  of  temporary  retirement  at  the  celebrated 
Donastcry  of  Samt  Victoire.  He  demanded  of  his 
^ide  in  which  direction  it  lajr,  who  pointed,  with  an 
lir  of  triumph^  to  a  mountain  three  thousand  feet 
md  upwards  m  height,  which  arose  at  five  or  six 
niles'  distance  from  the  town,  and  which  its  bold  and 
ocky  summit  rendered  the  most  distinguished  object 
if  the  landscape.  Thiebault  spoke  of  it  with  unusual 
[iee  and  enni^,  so  much  so  as  to  lead  Arthur  to  con- 
etve  that  bis  trusty  squire  had  not  neglected  to  avail 
timself  of  the  lavish  hospitality  of  Le  oon  Roy  Reni. 
[liiebault  however,  continued  to  expatiate  on  the 
ame  of  the  mountain  and  monastery.  They  derived 
heir  name,  he  said,  from  a  great  victory  which  was 
(ained  by  a  Roman  general,  named  Caio  Mario, 
^inst  two  large  armies  of  Saracens  with  ultramon- 
ane  names,  (the  Teutones  probably  and  Cimbri,)  in 
^titude  to  Heaven  for  which  victory  Caio  Mario 
rowed  to  build  a  monastery  on  the  mountain,  for  the 
ervice  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  in  honour  of  whom  he 
lad  been  baptized.  With  all  the  importance  of  a  local 
onnoisseur,  Thiebault  proceeded  to  prove  his  general 
fisertion  by  specific  facts. 

"  Yonder,"  he  said,  "  was  the  camp  of  the  Saracens, 
rom  which,  when  the  battle  was  apparently  decided, 
beir  wives  and  women  rushed,  with  horrible  screams, 
i^evelled  hair,  and  the  gestures  of  furies,  and  for  a 
ime  prevailed  in  stopping  the  flight  of  the  men."  He 
ointed  out  too  the  river,  for  access  to  which,  cut  off 
y  the  superior  generalship  of  the  Romans,  the  bar- 
larians,  whom  ne  called  Saracens,  hazarded  the 
ction,  and  whose  streams  they  empurpled  with  their 
lood.  In  short,  he  mentioned  many  circumstances 
rhich  showed  how  accurately  tradition  will  preserve 
lie  particulars  of  ancient  events,  even  whilst  for- 
eting,  mistating,  and  confounding  dates  and  per- 


ons. 


Perceiving  that  Arthur  lent  him  a  not  unwilling  ear, 
-for  it  maybe  supposed  that  the  education  of  a  youth 
red  up  in  the  heat  of  civil  wars,  was  not  well  qualified 
3  criucise  his  account  of  the  wars  of  a  distant  period, 
-the  Provencal,  when  he  liad  exhausted  this  topic, 
rew  up  close  to  his  master's  side,  and  asked,,  in  a 
oppressed  tone,  whether  he  knew,  or  was  desirous 
f  being  made  acquainted  with,  the  cause  of  Marga- 
et's  having  left  Aix,  to  establish  herself  in  the  mo- 
astery  of  St.  Victoire  7 

"For  the  accomplishment  of  a  vow,"  answered 
Jthur;  "all  the  world  knows  it." 

"All  Aix  knows  the  contrary,"  said  Thiebault: 
and  T  can  tell  you  the  truth,  so  I  were  sure  it  would 
ot  oflend  your  seignorie." 

"The  truth  can  offend  no  reasonable  man,  so  it  be 
ipressed  in  the  terms  of  which  Queen  Margaret  must 
e  spoken  in  the  presence  of  an  Englishman." 

Thus  replied  Arthur,  willing  to  receive  what  in- 
)rmation  ne  could  gather,  and  desirous,  at  the  same 
m&  to  check  the  petulance  of  his  attendant 

"  1  have  nothing,"  replied  hia  follower,  "  to  state  in 
isparagement  of  the  gracious  Queen,  whose  only 
lisfortune  is,  that,  like  ner  royal  father,  she  has  more 
ties  than  towns.  Besides,  I  know  well  that  you 
Englishmen,  though  you  speak  wildly  of  your  spve- 
signs  yourselves,  will  not  permit  others  to  fail  in 
»pect  to  them." 

Say  on,  then,"  answered  Arthur. 

"  Your  seignorie  must  know,  then,"  said  Thiebault, 
that  the  good  King  Ren6  has  been  much  disturbed 
y  the  deep  melancholy  which  afflicted  Queen  Mar- 
aret,  and  has  bent  himself  with  all  his  power,, to 
hange  it  into  a  gayer  humour.  He  made  entertain- 
lents  in  public  and  in  private ;  he  as^mbled  min- 
trels  and  troubadours,  whose  music  and  poetry  might 


have  drawn  BmHes  from  one  on  his  deathbed.  The 
whole  country  resounded  with  mirth  and  glee,  and  the 
gracious  Queen  could  not  stir  abroad  in  the  most  pri- 
vate manner,  but  before  she  had  gone  a  hunoitd 
paces,  she  lighted  on  an  ambush,  consisting  of  some 

Eretty  pageant^  or  festivous  mummery,  composed  often 
y  the  good  King  himself,  which  interrupted  her  soli- 
tude, in  puipose  of  relieving  her  heavy  thoughts  with 
some  pleasant  pastime.  But  the  Queen's  deep  me- 
lancholy rejected  all  these  modes  oLdispelUng  it,  and 
at  length  she  confined  herself  to  her  wn  apartments, 
and  absolutely  refused  to  see  even  fllr  royal  father, 
because  he  generally  brought  into  her  presence  those 
whose  productions  he  thought  ttely  to  soothe  her  • 
sorrow.  Indeed  she  seemed  to  hem-  the  harpers  with 
loathing,  and,  excepting  one  wandering  Englishman, 
who  sung  a  rude  and  melancholy  ballad,  which  threw 
her  into  afiood  of  tears,  and  to  whom  she  gave  a 
chain  of  price,  she  never  seemed  to  look  at,  or  be  con- 
scious of  the  presence  of  any  one.  And  at  length,  as 
I  have  had  the  honour  to  tell  your  seignorie,  she  re- 
fused to  see  even  her  royal  father  unless  he  came 
alone ;  and  that  he  found  no  heart  to  do." 

"I  wonder  not  at  it,"  said  the  young  man;  "by  the 
White  Swan,  I  am  rather  surprised  his  mummery 
drove  her  not  to  frenzy." 

"  Something  like  it  indeed  took  place,"  said  Thie- 
bault ;  "  and  Iwill  tell  your  sei^none  now  it  chanced. 
You  must  know  that  good  King  Ren6,  unwilling  to 
abandon  his  daughter  to  the  foul  fiend  oif  melancholy, 
bethought  him  of  making  a  grand  effort.  You  must 
know  further,  that  the  King,  powerful  in  all  the  craft 
of  Troubadours  and  Jongleurs,  is  held  in  peculiar 
esteem  for  conducting  mysteries,  and  other  of  those 
gamesome  and  delightful  sports  and  processions,  with 
which  our  holy  church  permits  her  graver  ceremonies 
to  be  relieved  and  diversified,  to  the  cheering  of  the 
hearts  of  all  true  children  of  rehgion.  It  is  admitted 
that  no  one  has  ever  been  able  to  approach  his  excel- 
lence in  the  arrangement  of  the  Fete-Dieu ;  and  the 
tune  to  which  the  Devils  cudgel  King  Herod,  to  the 
great  edification  of  all  Christian  spectators,  is  of  our 

food  King's  royal  composition.  He  hath  danced  at 
'arasconne  in  the  ballet  of  Saint  Martha  and  the 
Dragon,  and  was  accounted  in  his  own  person,  the 
only  actor  competent^  to  present  the  Tarrasque.  His 
Highness  introduced  also  a  new  ritual  into  the  con- 
secration of  the  Boy  Bishop,  and  composed  an  entire 
set  of  grotesque  music  for  the  Festival  of  Asses.  In 
short,  his  Grace's  strength  lies  in  those  pleasing  and 
becoming  festivities  which  strew  the  path  of  edifica- 
tion with  flowers,  and  send  men  dancmg  and  singing 
on  their  way  to  Heaven. 

"Now  the  good  King  Ren#,  feeling  his  own  genius 
for  such  recreative  compositions,  resolved  to  exert  it 
to  the  utmost  in  the  hope  that  he  might  thereby  re- 
lieve the  melancholy  in  which  his  daughter  was 
F lunged,  and  which  infected  all  that  approached  her. 
t  chanced,  some  short  time  since,  that  the  Queen 
was  absent  for  certain  days,  I  know  not  where  or  on 
what  business,  but  it  gave  the  good  King  time  to 
make  his  preparations.  So  when  his  daughter  re- 
turned, he  with  much  importunity  prevailed  on  her  to 
make  part  of  a  religious  procession  to  Saint  Sauveur, 
the  pnncipal  church  in  Aix.  The  Queen,  innocent  of 
what  was  intended,  decked  herself  with  solemnity,  to 
witness  and  partake  of  what  she  expected  would 
prove  a  work  of  grave  piety.  But  no  sooner  had  she 
appeared  on  the  esplanade  in  front  of  the  palaca  than 
more  than  a  hundred  masks,  dressed  up  like  'Turks, 
Jews,  Saracens,  Moors,  and  I  know  not  whom  be- 
sides, crowded  around,  to  offer  her  their  homage,  in 
the  character  of  the  Queen  of  Sheba ;  and  a  grotesque 
piece  of  music  called  them  to  arrange  themselves  for 
a  ludicrous  ballet,  in  which  they  addressed  the  Queen 
in  the  most  entertainingmanner,  and  with  the  m(»t 
extravagant  gestures.  The  Queen,  stunned  with  the 
noise,  and  aflronted  with  the  petulance  of  this  unex- 
pected onset,  would  have  gone  back  into  the  palace; 
but  the  doors  had  been  shut  by  the  King's  order  so 
soon  as  she  set  forth ;  and  her  retreat  in  that  direc- 
tion was  cut  off".  Finding  herself  excluded  from  the 
palace,  the  Queen  advanced  to  the  front  of  the 
facade,  and  endeavoured  by  signs  and  words  to  ap- 
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piMB  ifta  ImMoIk  but  tlM  nMfkcHk  who  b^i  tlwir 
mmnctioBBt  only  aanrered  with  MagBk  bkmic,  aod 

"1  would,"  aaid  Arthur,  "  there  bad  been  a  score 
off  Sof^h  yeomen  in  pieaenoe,  with  their  qoarter- 
states,  to  teach  the bawliDsyillauis reapect  ibr  one 
that  has  worn  the  ciown  oiElnflJand f* 

"All  the  noise  that  was  nuide  before  was  silence 
and  soft  music,"  oofitinoed  Thiebault,  "till  that 
when  the  good  King  himself  applied,  aoteaqnely 
drewrd  in  the  character  of  King  Solomon" 

"To  whom,  of  all  princes,  he  has  the  least  resem- 
blsnc^"  said  Arthur 

"  With  soch  capcn  and  gesticolationa  of  welcome 
to  the  Qneen  oi  Sheba,  as^  I  am  assured  by  those 
who  saw  it  would  have  brought  a  dead  man  alive 
again,  or  killed  a  living  man  with  laughing.  Among 
oUier  properties,  he  had  in  his  hand  a  tnmcheon, 
somewhat  formed  like  a  fool's  bauble" 

"  A  most  fit  Bceptre  for  such  a  sovereign,"  Mud  Ar- 
thnr 

"  Which  was  headed"  ocntinued  Thiebaidt,  "by  a 
model  of  the  Jewish  Temple,  finely  gilded  and  curi- 
ously cut  in  pasteboanL  Be  managsd  this  with  the 
utmost  grace,  and  delighted  eveiy  jpectator  by  his 
gayetv  and  activity,  excepting  the  Clueen,  wbo^  the 
more  ne  skipped  and  capered,  seemed  to  be  the  more 
incensed,  nntu,  on  his  approaching  her  to  conduct 
her  to  the  piooeasion,  she  seemed  roused  to  a  sort  of 
fRnzy,  stmck  the  trancheon  out  of  his  hand,  and 
breaiung  through  the  crowd,  who  felt  as  if  a  tigresa 
had  leapt  amongst  them  from  a  showman's  cart, 
mned  into  the  royral  coart-vard.  Ere  the  order  of  the 
scenic  representatioii,  which  her  violence  had  inter- 
rupted, oottM  be  restored,  the  Queen  again  issued 
forth,  mounted  and  attended  by  two  or  three  English 
cavanera  of  her  Majesty's  suite.  She  forced  her  way 
throngh  the  crowd,  without  rwarding  either  their 
safety  or  her  own,  flew  like  a  nail'Storm  along  the 
atreei&  and  never  drew  bridle  till  ahe  was  as  nr  up 
this  Mont  Saint  Victoire  as  the  road  would  permit. 
She  was  then  received  into  the  convent,  and  has 
since  lemained  there;  and  a  vow  of  penance  is  the 
pretext  to  cover  over  the  quarrel  betwixt  her  and  her 
fother." 

"How  long  may  it  be,"  said  Arthur,  "  since  these 
things  chanced  T 

"It  is  but  three  days  aince  Queen  Margaret  left  Aix 
in  the  manner  I  have  told  yoiL^But  we  are  come  as 
for  up  the  mountain  as  men  usually  ride.  See^  yon- 
der is  the  monastery  rising  betwixt  two  huge  rocks, 
which  form  the  very  top  of  Mont  Saint  victoir& 
There  is  no  more  open  ground  than  is  afforded  by 
the  deft,  into  which  the  convent  of  Saint  Mary  o( 
Victory  is,  as  it  wera  niched;  and  the  access  is 
guarded  by  the  most  danfterous  precipioea.  To  as- 
cend the  mountain,  you  must  keep  that  narrow  path, 
which,  winding  and  turning  among  the  diffs,  leads 
at  length  to  the  summit  of  the  hiU,  and  the  gate  of 
the  monastery." 

And  what  becomes  of  you  and  the  hones  T'  said 
Atthnr. 

"We  wiU  rest,"  said  Thiebault,  "in  the  hospital 
maintained  by  the  good  fothers  at  the  bottom  or  the 
mountain,  for  the  accommodation  of  those  who  at- 
tend on  ^\ffimBr-iar  I  promise  you  the  shrine  is 
viated  by  many  who  come  from  afar,  and  are  at- 
tended both  by  man  and  horse.— Care  not  for  me,— I 
shall  be  first  under  cover ;  but  there  muster  yonder 
in  the  west  some  threatening  clouds,  from  which 
your  seignorie  may  suffer  inoonvenienoa,  unless  you 
reach  the  convent  in  time.  I  will  give  you  an  hour 
to  do  the  fieat,  and  will  say  you  are  as  active  as  a 
chamois  hunter,  if  you  reach  it  within  the  time." 

Arthur  looked  around  him.  and  did  indeed  remark 
a  mustering  of  clouda  in  the  distant  west,  which 
threatened  soon  to  change  the  character  of  the  day, 
which  had  hitherto  been  brilliantly  clear,  and  so  se- 
rene that  the  falling  of  a  leaf  might  have  been  heard. 
He  therefore  turned  him  to  the  steep  and  rocky  path 
which  ascended  the  mountain,  sometimes  by  scaling 
umoet  precipitous  rocks,  and  sometimes  by  reaching 
thev  t<KM  by  a  more  circuitous  process.  It  winded 
through  tbickereof  wild  boxwood  and  other  low  aro- 


matic ahrobs  wnich  afibnfon  aons  paatnie  fat  the 
mountain  goats,  but  were  a  mtter  annftyanee  to  iht 
traveler  wno  had  to  press  tfaionda  fhf  Sack  «h> 
staeles  were  so  frequent,  that  the  niQ  bo«  aflowei  fey 
Thiebault  had  elapsed  before  be  stood  on  the 
of  Mont  Saint  Victoiie,  and  in  front  of  the 
convent  oi  the  same  name. 

We  have  already  said,  that  the  crest  of  the] 
tain,  consisting  entiielv  of  one  bare  and  soiid  nel, 
was  divided  1^  a  deft  or  opening  into  two  hesds, 
or  peaka  between  which  the  oowenl  was  hmh,  ooca- 
pying  all  the  space  between  them.  The  fioni  ef  &e 
building  was  of  the  most  aneient  and  aombre  casttf 
the  M  Gothic,  or  nther,  as  it  baa  been  tsnned,  tie 
Saxon ;  and  in  that  renect  corre»>nded  with  dkt 
savage  exterior  of  the  naked  cIifii,off  whieb  thestrBD- 
tare  seemed  to  make  a  part,  and  Inr  wluch  it  wm 
entirely  surrounded,  excepting  a  amaU  open  space  ef 


more  level  grooad,  where,  at  the  fxprnar. 
toil,  and  by  carrying  earth  up  the  hill,  boa 


Sots  where  they  could  collect  ii  in  small  qaaa 
e  good  fothen  had  been  able  lo  aiTmo0B  toe  ac 
modations  of  a  garden. 

A  bell  summoned  a  lay-biother,  the  potter  «f  tkii 
singalarlir  situated  raonasterv,  to  whom  Arthar  an- 
nounced oimaelf  as  an  Bngiish  merchant,  PUfipoaaky 
name,  who  came  to  pay  Iub  duty  to  Qnem  Mi 
The  porter,  with  much  respecL  showed  the 
into  the  convent,  and  nsnierea  him  info  a  . 
which,  kwkmg  towaida  Aix,  commanded  an 
sivie  and  splendkl  prospect  over  tbe 
western  parts  of  Provence.  This  waa  the 
in  which  Arthur  had  approadted  the  mom 
Aix;  butthecircuitouspathby  whicfabehad 
had  compieldy  carried  him  roond  the  hilL 
western  side  of  the  monastenr,  to  vrfaidb  the 
looked,  commanded  the  noble  ^riewr  we  hav 
tioned;  and  a  species  of  balcotqr,  whidi,  eon 

the  two  twin  crags,  at  this  plaioe  not  aibova 

five  yards  asunder,  ran  along  the  front  of  the  biM- 
iofi,  and  appeared  to  be  constracted  for  the 
ofenjo/ing  it.    But  on  steopiiig  from  one  ef 

dowB  en  the  parlour  upon  tmaDattSenienled  1 

Arthur  became  aware  that  the  wall  on  which  theya 
rapet  rested  stretched  afonp  the  e^pe  of 
which  sunk  sheer  down  nve  hnn£ed  ieet  at . 
from  the  foundations  of  the  convent.     '^inisMwi 
startled  at  findinghimself  on  so  giddv  aveiiea 
turned  his  eyes  from  the  gulf  beneaUi  him  lo 
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the  distant  hmdscape,  partly  illumined  with  _. 

lustre,  by  the  now  westerly  sun.    The  metpg^ 

showed  in  dark  red  eplendonr  a  vaac  wiefty  ef  kl 
and  dale,  champaign  and  cultivated 
towns,  and  cast£B8,  aome  of  which  n 

trees,  while  othen  seemed  founded 

nenoes;othen  again  luiked  by  the  aide  of 

lakes,  to  which  the  heat  and  drought  of  tfae 
naturally  attracted  them. 

The  rest  of  the  landscape  presented 

when  the  weather  was  serene,  hut  ther 

rendered  indistinct,  or  altofiether  obliterated,  by  ^ 
sullen  shade  of  the  appioaching  doada,  which  ^ait* 
ally  spread  over  the  great  part  of  the  hodaen.  mi 
threatened  altogether  to  eoipae  the  asoi,  tho^^  te 
lord  of  the  hoiizon  still  struoiled  to  maintamM  ■> 
fluence,  and,  like  a  dying  hero^  aeenied  moec 
even  in  the  moment  of  defeat    Wild  aoa_ 

groans  and  howla,  formed  1^  the  wind  in  the 

ous  caverns  of  the  rocky  moontaiiL  added  to  the  iw> 
ron  of  the  scene,  and  seemed  to  forecefl  the  foiy  «f 
some  distant  storm,  though  the  air  in  nensial  eae 
even  imnaturally  caun  andbieathlessL  fngaaiv^ 
this  extraordinary  seen&  Arthur  did  jostics  m  ifo 
monks  who  had  chosen  tnia  wild  and  groteaqae  aam> 
tion,  from  which  they  could  witness  Namre  ia  k« 
wildest  and  grandest  demonstrations;,  and  osnvnv 
the  nothingness  of  humaiuty  with  her  awfhl  oanvat- 
sionsL 

So  much  was  Arthur  awed  by  ihiiBnineliuisifeMa 
that  he  had  almost  forgotten,  while  gnxiiK  fiwa  the 
bartixan.  the  important  hnainem  whShad  keo^c 
him  to  this  plaqe^  when  it  waa  suddenly  nesiiHsr 
fmding  himself  in  the  pieaenoe  of  Margaret  of  Aaem 
who,  not  aseing  him  in  the  parlour  of  leoepnoa  nai 
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tBpt  open  the  Moony,  ihat  the  nicht  neet  with 
lin^tbe  sooner. 

Tile  Ctoeeo'e  dreae  wae  bltek,  without  any  oroa- 
tient  except  a  gold  coronal  of  an  inch  in  breadth, 
eetiaimns  her  long  black  tnaaoB,  of  which  advancing 
eara,  end  mialbrtunea,  had  partly  altered  the  hua 
?here  was  placed  within  the  cirdet  a  black  phime  with 
.  led  roee,  the  last  of  the  aeiBon,  which  the  goNod 
ather  who  kept  the  garden  had  pieeented  to  her  that 
Qoming,  as  the  badge  of  her  huaband^s  house.  Que. 
itigue,  and  sorrow,  seemed  to  dwell  on  her  brow  and 
ler  features.  To  another  messenger,  she  would  in 
11  probability  have  administered  a  sharp  rebuke,  for 
)ot  being  alert  in  his  duty  to  receive  her  as  she  en- 
ered;  but  Arthur's  age  and  appearance  oonesponded 
vith  that  of  her  loved  and  lost  son.  He  was  me  son 
if  a  la^  whom  Margaret  had  loved  with  almost  sis- 
eriy  affection,  and  the  presence  of  Arthur  continued 
0  excite  in  the  dethroned  Queen  the  same  feeliiws  of 
aaternnl  tenderness  which  had  been  awakenea  on 
heir  first  meeting  in  the  Cathedral  of  Strasburg. 
She  raised  him  as  he  kneeled  at  her  net.  spoke  to 
lim  with  much  kindness,  and  encouraged  him  to  de- 
ail  at  foH  length  his  father's  message,  and  such  other 
lews  as  his  brief  residence  kt  Dijon  had  made  him 
loeuainted  with. 

She  demanded  which  way  Duke  Charles  had  moved 
lith  his  army. 

**  As  I  was  siven  to  understand  by  the  maatsr  of  his 
irtillery,"  s«ia  Arthur,  "  towards  the  Lake  of  Neuf- 
^atd,  on  which  side  he  proposes  his  first  attack  on 
he  Swiss.*'  ^^ 

**T1ie  headstrong  fooll"  sakldoeen  Margaret,— 
'  he  resembles  the  poor  lunatic,  who  went  to  the 
ummit  of  the  mountain,  that  he  might  meet  the  rain 
lalf  wav.—Does  thy  father  then,"  continued  Marm- 
ec,  **aavise  me  to  give  op  the  last  lenains  oi  the 
flctensive  terncories  once  the  dominions  of  our  royal 
EIonsB^  and  for  some  thousand  crowns,  and  the  paftiy 
lid  of  a  few  hnndred  lances,  to  relincpnsh  what  is  left 
if  our  patrimony  to  our  proud  and  selfish  kmsman 
»f  Burgundy,  who  extends  his  claim  to  our  all^  and 
iffbrds  so  uttle  help,  or  even  promise  of  help,  m  re- 
uml" 

**  I  should  have  ill  discharged  my  ISither's  commis- 
aqn."  said  Arthur,  "  if  I  had  left  your  Highness  to 
faink  that  he  recommends  so  great  a  sacrmce.  He 
isels  meet  deeply  the  Duke  of  Burgundy's  grasping 
leaire  of  dommion.  Nevertheless,  he  thinks  that 
^TDvenoe  muat,  on  Kins  Reo^s  death,  or  sooner,  fall 
lither  to  the  share  of  Duke  Charles^  or  te  Louis  of 
^noe,  whatever  opposition  yoor  Highness  may  make 
o  such  a  destination ;  and  it  may  be  that  my  father, 
IS  a  knight  and  a  soldier,  hopes  much  ftom  obtaining 
he  means  to  make  another  attempt  on  Britain.  But 
he  dedsMn  must  rest  with  your  Highness." 

**  Young  man,"  aaid  the  Queen,  ^*  the  contempla- 
lon  of  a  question  so  doubtful  almost  deprives  me  of 
eason !" 

As  she  spoke,  she  sunk  down  as  one  who  needs 
est,  on  a  stone-seat  placed  on  the  very  verge  of  the 
wloony,  rc«ardles8  of  the  storm,  which  now  began 
o  rise  with  dreadful  gusts  of  wind,  the  course  of 
vhich  being  intermitted  and  altered  by  the  crags 
x>und  which  they  howled,  it  seemed  as  ifin  very  deed 
Soreas,  and  Eunis,  and  Caurua,  unchaining  the  winds 
TOm  every  quarter  of  heavenl  were  contending  for 
nasterv  around  the  convent  of  our  Lady  of  Victory, 
irnid  this  tumult,  and  amid  billows  of  mist  which 
x>ncealed  the  bottom  of  the  precipice,  and  masses  of 
:londs  which  racked  fearftally  over  their  heads,  the 
t>ar  of  the  descending  waters  rather  resembled  the 
^  of  cataracts  than  the  rushing  of  torrents  of  rain, 
nie  seat  on  which  Margaret  had  placed  herself  was 
n  a  considerable  degree  sheltered  from  the  storm, 
rat.  its  eddies^  varying  in  every  direction,  often  tossed 
iloft  her  dishevelled  nair ;  and  we  cannot  describe 
he  appearance  of  her  noble  and  beautiful,  yet  ghastly 
md  wasted  featuiesi  agitated  strongly  by  anxious 
hesitation,  and  confhcting  thoughts,  unless  to  those 
>f  our  readers  who  have  had  the  advantage  of  having 
leen  our  inimitable  Siddons  in  such  a  character  as 
this.  Arthur,  confounded  by  anxiety  and  terror,  could 
only  beseech  her  Msjesty  to  retire  before  the  fiiry 


of  the  approashing  ttonn,  into  the  interior  of  the  eon- 
veRt. 

^*No,"  she  wplied  with  firmneafi;  *'roofo  and 
walls  have  ears,  and  monks^  though  they  have  for- 
sworn the  world,  are  not  the  less  curious  to  know 
what  passes  beyond  tlnir  ceUsi  It  is  in  this  place 
you  muat  hear  what  1  have  to  aay  ^  as  a  soldier  yon 
should  soora  a  blast  of  wind  or  .a  ahower  of  rain; 
and  to  me,  who  have  often  heki  counsel  amidst  the 
sound  of  trumpets  and  dash  of  arms,  prompt  for  in- 
stant fight,  the  war  of  elements  is  an  onnotioed  trifl& 
I  teh  thee,  yoimg  Arthur  Vers,  as  1  would  to  your 
father^aa  I  would  to  my  son— if  indeed  Heaven  had 
left  such  a  biesdng  to  a  wretch  fbtlom" 

She  paused,  ana  then  proceeded. 

"  I  tell  thc&  aa  I  would  have  told  my  bcioved  Ed- 
ward, that  llargaret,  whose  resolutions  were  onoe 
firm  and  immovable  aa  these  rocks  among  which 
we  are  placed,  is  now  doubtful  and  variable  as  the 
clouds  which  are  drifting  around  na.  I  told  your 
father^  in  the  joy  of  meeting  onoe  more  a  subject  of 
such  inapprectable  loyalty,  of  the  sacrifices  I  would 
make  to  assure  the  assistanos  of  Charles  of  Burgundy, 
to  so  gallant  an  undertaking  as  that  proposed  to  him 
by  the  faithful  Oxford.  But  since  I  saw  him,  I  have 
had  cause  of  deep  reflection.  1  met  my  Btsfid  fother 
only  to  oflend,  and,  I  say  it  with  Aame,  to  msalt  the 
old  man  in  presence  of  his  people.  Our  tempers  ass 
as  opposed  as  the  sonshineL  which  a  short  ifwce  since 
gilded  a  aerene  and  beautini  landscape,  dmins  fknm 
the  tempests  which  are  now  wasting  it  I  spnrned 
with  open  soom  and  contempt  what  ne,  in  Iiib  inis- 
taken  affection,  had  devised  for  means  of  consolation, 
and,  disgusced  with  the  kile  follies  whksh  he  had  de- 
vised for  curing  the  melanehely  of  a  dethraaed  Qween, 
a  widowed  spouse— and,  alasl  a  childless  modier,— I 
retired  hithT  from  the  noisy  and  idle  mirth,  which 
waa  the  bitterest  aggravation  of  my  sorrows.  Such 
and  so  gentle  is  Rm^'s  temper,  that  even  my  unfilial 
conduct  will  not  diminish  my  influence  over  him ; 
and  if  your  father  had  announced,  that  the  Duke  of 
Bnnundy,  like  a  knight  and  a  sovereigii.  had  cor- 
dially and  nobly  entered  into  the  plan  of  the  faithfbl 
Oxford,  I  could  have  found  it  in  my  heart  to  obtam 
the  cession  of  territory  his  cold  and  ambitious  polioy 
requiree,  in  order  to  ensure  the  assistance,  which  he 
now  postpones  to  afford,  till  he  has  gratified  his  own 
haughty  humour  by  settling  needless  quarrels  with 
his  unonending  neighbours.  Since  I  have  been  here^ 
and  calmness  and  solitude  have  given  me  time  to  re- 
flect, I  have  thought  on  the  offences  I  have  given  the 
old  man,  and  on  the  wrongs  I  was  about  to  do  him. 
My  fother,  let  me  do  him  justice,  is  alao  the  father  of 
his  people.  They  have  dwelt  under  their  vines  and 
fig-trees,  in  ignoble  eue,  perhaps,  but  free  from  op- 
pressbn  and  exaction,  and  their  happiness  haa  been 
that  oi  their  good  King.  Must  I  change  all  .this?— 
Must  I  aid  in  turning  over  theae  contented  people  to 
a  fierce,  headlong  arbitrary  prince  1— May  I  not  break 
even  the  easy  and  thoughtless  heart  of  my  poor  old 
father,  should  I  succeed  in  urging  him  to  do  so?— 
Theee  are  questions  which  I  shudder  even 'to  ask  my- 
self. On  the  other  hand,  to  disappoint  the  toila,  the 
venturous  hopes  of  your  father,  to  forego  the  only 
opportunity  which  may  ever  again  offer  itself^  of  re> 
venge  on  the  bloody  traitors  of  York,  and  restoration 
of  the  HoBse  of  Lancaster  I— Arthur,  the  scene  around 
UB  is  not  so  convulsed  by  the  fearful  tempest  and 
the  driving  clouds,  as  my  mind  is  by  doubt  and  un- 
certainty.*' 

"  Alas,"  replied  Arthur,  "I  am  too  young  and  inex- 
perienced to  be  your  M^esty's  adviaer  in  a  case  so 
arduous  I  would  my  father  had  been  in  presence 
himselfl" 

"I  know  what  he  would  have  said."  re^ed  the 
Queen ;  "  but  knowing  all,  I  despair  ot  aid 'from  hu- 
man counsellors— I  have  sousht  others,  but  they  also 
are- deaf  to  my  entreaties  Yes,  Arthur,  Marnuefs 
misfortunes  have  rendered  her  superstitious.  Know, 
that  beneath  these  rocks,  and  imder  the  foundation  of 
this  convent  there  runs  a  cavern,  entering  by  a  aecret 
and  defended  passage  a  little  to  the  westward  of  the 
summit,  and  running  through  the  mountain,  having 
an  opening  to  the  south,  from  which,  as  from  this 


■nciaitt  Europe  only  li 
and  let  Ifao  pnisos  of 
theloveof  hoaouiHm 


esin  Bbanmlikc  ihini?. 
B  ^uoen  lire  ihv  bosom 
■cbisvsmant.     In  ihrco 


Arthur,  hinhly  gratified  wilh  Ihs  Queen's  concie 
■ceniion,  once  more  left  her  prewDCfr. 

Rslutninfi  down  ihe  mounlsin  with  a  speed  ver 
dilferenl  from  Ibat  whicli  he  had  naed  in  ihe  naccnl 
he  Bftoin  found  his  Provontal  aquiif^  who  had  re 
muned  in  much  Burpriae  at  wi(ncaaLn|j  ilio  fonfuaioi 
in  itliich  hii  muter  had  left  the  inn,  aliuoii  immcdi 
■lely  after  he  li«d  entenxi  il  wilhoui  any  opparen 


enterfd  il   , 

jr  af^latioa.  Arlhur  explained  his  hi 

by  alloang  he  bad  ItiiHUl  his  purse    '    ' 


the  c 


II  your  wwed,  t 


jr  Lady  as 


h  half 


9  way  over  crag  bdc 
audi  rnpidily  an  you  did." 

They  reached  Aix  afler  abnul  an  hour's  lidine,  aod 
Arthur  lost  no  limo  in  wniiinmipotuhe  good  King 
Rcn6,  whosavu  hima  kind  reception.  l>oili  tn  n^npe^t 
of  thelcttoilromlhcDidteof  Burgundy,  imd  in  eon- 
adention  of  his  heinR  an  RnKliahmfiii,  ihe  uvon-ed 
Bubjcrl  of  tlic  unfortunaie  MsrRBrei.    The  iilacable  , 

1.  ^j,,^  Ibnrave  hie  young  giM^si  liic  wniil  of 

nco  with  which  ho  bad  esuheunl  m  lisien  , 


kely  to  lead  lo  a 


ownpueins,  and  perform  hiaownmiifn 
him  in  apcnkitig  of  hia  dauehin'  Hari 
had  been  aamcttmcainduceaio  duiibl 
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>n  ila  amuKmenli  wilh  an  air  of  aomethiii 
line  v<>iiienipt;  BO  ihai  among  the  yoang  and  m 
noblesae.  who  composed  (his  merty  arart,  be  Mipiuid 
the  title  of  the  youthful  philoaopher,  which  wia  not 
beMowed  upon  hiin,  il  may  be  auppoBed,  ai  infcniqi 
any  thinR  of  pecuhar  compliment. 

On  Ihe  fourth  day  new*  were  tecdn 
prcaa  meeeeiijter.  that  ftueen  MuKaret 

Ail  before  the  hour  of  noon,  to  iMiune  1 _,~ 

in  lier  falher'a  pataoe.    The  Rood  Eiiit(  Renf  aeoiad, 
as  il  dnnr  nigh,  to  fear  Ihe  inlenmr  with  1m 


ilibianei- 


'  ""^  ' 


-  .^liic,  Ijy  tPKlWlllS 

'doiibVlh^amfiucnw 

which  the  Queen  boasteii  iierself  lo  ehibstsb  over  her 
aged  father;  butOD  beirm  acquainind  with  him  per- 
aonally.  Ite  became  eonvinced  that  lier  powerful  un< 
dcrnandmB  and  violent  passions  inqiirnl  the  feeble- 
minded and  passive  KinR  with  a  niixiurc  of  pride, 
aHinjtion  and  fear,  which  united  lo  nvo  her  ihc  inusl 
■mpip  authority  overhim. 
Alihuugli  she  had  partid  wilh  liim  but  a  day  or 

aide,  Rene  was  aa  much  overjoyed'  ai  hearins  of 
Ihc  probability  uf  her  speedy  rclum,  as  ihc  fondi^ai 
father  cnuld  have  been  at  the  pronwi  uf  bem:; 
reunited  to  the  moat  dutiful  child,  whom  he  hud  not 
seen  tor  years.  Tlic  old  Kins  was  impnlieni  as  a  hoy 
for  (he  day  of  her  amval,  snd,  Blill  slinngoly  iiniiu- 
hRhtSDcd  on  Ihe  diHcreneeofhcr  taste  from  hin  own, 
be  was  with  diifieuliy  induced  to  lay  aside  a  projoci 
of  meciinR  her  in  the  character  of  old  Paleman,— 

at  the  head  of  on  Arcadian  proeeasionnf  nympha  and 

every  pipe  and  tandiourine  in  the  couniry  "■nc  to  Tie 
placed  in  requiiJnon.     F.ven  the  old  «'n       ''  ' 

fnytuK  cnlrlt ;    BO  thai  Rjenf  BuHi/reit 
lengih  lo  be  persuuded  Ihal  Ihc  Qincn  « 


save  way 


with; 


:htB  or  Bounda  of  levity, 
'hieh  he  could  n 


receive  any  anwabli 
•-■■'•-'-     TheKini 

md  thus  Mariwret  eecapod  the  shock  of  wel- 


which  V 


uld  p 


■0  diive 


ing  tl 
oF  P 


.  ._  ..ic  mountain  of  yoinl  Vicioire. 

vem  of  Lou  Garagoulc. 

me  of  her  abaenee,  the  days  of  Ihc 
r  Provence  were  employed  in  spuria  oiiil 
rcjuit^iiiBB  of  every  description  j  tilling  al  Ihc  baTTiet 
with  blunted  Bpcara,  riding  al  Ihe  nnc,  parties  for 
hare-hunting  and  falconry,  fmiocnted  by  the  youth 
of  both  ^exc^  in  the  company  of  whom  the  King 
delighicd,  while  the  cvemngH  were  consumed  in 
dnncmg  and  music. 

Atlhur  could  not  but  be  Bcnaiblc,  thai  not  long 
aince  all  this  would  have  made  him  pcrfecily  happy; 

out  ihe  las'    months  of  his  efiati-ntv   hn,l    dnvplrnu..! 

his   understaading  and    pai 


initialed  in  the  u 


iBot  h 


n  life. 


^behadprcTionalydewrcdiLand 

i:uuiii<cu  lu  make  alt  around  him  pariake  oi  bii 
fidgeiy  aniiely.  He  tormented  hia  ateward  and  rooki 
to  reeollcci  what  dishes  they  had  ever  obsrrvnl  hs  ta 
taste  of  with  apprubalion— he  preaaed  the  musioias 
to  remember  the  lanes  which  she  approved,  and  wim 
one  of  llicm  boldly  replied  he  had  never  known  ht 
Majesty  endure  any  strain  wiih  patiencf^  ihr  old 
monarch  thtoalcned  lo  turn  him  out  of  his  Borinfr 
slandering  the  lasle  of  liie  daiwhter.  The  banqasl 
wsa  ordered  lo  bo  served  at  half  post  eleven,  as  if 
acccloraling  il  would  have  had  the  least  eOeci  i*di 
hurrviiig  Ihs  arrival  of  tlie  cipecled  rucbIb  ;  and  tin 
oU  Kiiuc  wilh  bis  napkin  over  his  snn,  tnvoW 
the  hall  from  window  to  winnow,  weajyioa  erm 
one  with  quesiions,  whether  they  saw  any  ihuii  Ol 
ihc  auccn  of  £oRtand.  Eiaelly  ai  Ihe  bell*  i<4k< 
noon,  ihe  Quern,  wiih  a  very  small  reiinue.  chkSr 
RnEliali,  and  in  muumins  habits  like  herself  rot 
into  the  town  of  Aix.  KinK  Renf ,  at  Ihe  head  of  to  , 
court,  faili-d  not  to  deaecnd  from  the  front  of  liii 
stalely  palaee..  and  move  alona  the  strrel  to  meet  hi  J 
daughter,      Lofly.  proud,   and  jeolo-  s  of  incum  I 


ridieule,  Hargarcl 


It  she  ' 


wilh  tho  pg 


for  her  late  penilua 
fiom  herpBlfirriii^ 
aiinougn  aomeining  anocKea  at  seeing  Itenfniuiniil 
with  a  napkin,  ahcDumbled  herself  to  bend  tbeuD 
lo  him.  asking  at  once  Ilia  blecsii^  and  fort 
"Thou  haBi— thou  haat  my  blcsaing,  my 
dove,"  said  the  simple  King  to  theproiifl — 
impalient  princes*  thai  ever  wcpl  fur  a 
"And  for  Ihy  pardon,  how  cansl 


a  luai  eiywa- 


1  child  1-1 


iKliiln 


goodly  thing— but  il  veied  ihce.  Il  is  liietsfoit  W 
me  to  crave  pardon."— And  down  sunk  good  uf 
Rcnf  upon  both  knees;  end  the  people,  Kha  <> 
usually  captivated  with  any,  thing  resemblini^  ibcuia 
of  the  scsne,  applauded  with  aiuch  noise,  and  mo* 
smothered  laughter,  a  aiiuaden,  in  whicli  the  mnl 
daughter  and  her  parent  BcmNd  about  to  lefacansa* 
scene  of  Ihe  Roman  Charity. 

Haigatel,  senntively  alive  to  sham^  and  m 
aware  that  ner  prnenl  position  was  anMetsnlly  «*■ 
eniua  it)  itapublu^ilyat  leaM,  siitned  ahupIrM  jMr 
—h —  .h.  ..—  i„  tiu;  KiDg'a  niitc^  to  eona  M  W; 
to  riae,  Bho  mnnered  to  him  aaH 
"To  what  saini  ahsU  I  w««; 
ireserrs  pslioice  when  1  m 


self,  Ihs  I  1  mi 


ltd  hereaiiaie,  was 

by  his  dieiinRuisbed  office,  for  he  couU  tad  ibtt  it 
Queen  actually  trembled  wilh  relation  aBdimpaH«a 
Tliev  at  leiiglh  remmnid  iheir  route  to  thg  pain 
-le  father  and  daughter  arm  in  arm,  apoMannW 
agreeable  to  Margaret,  who  could  biins  hui^Jt 
endure  her  falhera  efTuaiona  of  lendtmawt  ana  lit 
general  tone  of  hia  conveivaliou,  so  dial  kc  waiMt 
overheard  by  others.  In  iba  same  mannsr,  shteM 
wilh  laudable  palicnco  ihe  teaiing  alNiidaM  **■■ 
ho  addressed  lo  her  at  table,  nolinid  eoma  of  toil*- 
lieular  courtierB,  inquired  after  oiben,  lad  tbswafB 
hisfavouiile  Bubjeeuofeiinveraalian  on  pastry,  MM- 
ins,  and  muuc,  till  the  good  Kin'  wu  ■■  aud  W- 
lighted  with  ibe  unwonud  civilii 
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ice  of  ber  boaom  is  at  length  thawed.  It  cost  the 
haughty  Margaret  an  efibrt  to  bend  herself  to  play 
this  part— her  pride  rebuked  her  for  stooping  to  flatter 
her  father's  fofbles.  in  order  to  bring  him  over  to  the 
resignation  of  his  aopiinions— vet  having  undertaken 
to  do  80^  and  so  much  having  been  already  hazarded 
upon  this  sole  remaining  chance  of  success  in  an 
•ttack  upon  England,  she  saw,  or  was  willing  to  see, 
DO  alternative. 

Betwixt  the  banquet,  and  the  ball  by  which  it  was 
to  be  followed,  the  Ciueen  sought  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  to  Arthur. 

"  Bad-news,  my  sage  counsellor,"  she  said.  "  The 
Carmeliie  never  returned  to  the  convent  after  the 
■ervice  was  over.  Having  learned  that  you  had  come 
back  in  great  haste,  he  had,  I  suppose,  concluded  he 
might  stand  in  su^icion,  so  he  left  the  convent  of 
Vont  Saint  Victoire." 

"  We  must  hasten  the  measures  which  your  Majesty 
has  resolved  to  adopt,"  answered  Arthur. 

"I  will  speak  with  my  father  to-morrow.  Mean 
while,  you  must  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  the  evening, 
Ghr  to  you  they  may  be  pleasures.— Young  lady  of 
BolBgeun,  I  ^ve  you  this  cavalier  to  be  your  partner 
fi)r  tEe  evening." 

The  black-eyed  and  pretty  Provencal  curtsied  with 
due  decorum,  and  i^anced  at  the  handsome  voung 
ED{(lishman  with  an  eye  of  approbation ;  but  whether 
afraid  of  his  character  as  a  philosopher,  or  his  doubl- 
fnl  rank,  added  the  saving  clause,—"  If  my  mother 
approves." 

Your  mother,  damsel,  will  scarce,  I  think,  disap- 
prove of  any  partner  whom  you  receive  from  the  hands 
of  Margaret  of  Anjou.  Happy  privilege  of  youth,"  she 
added  with  a  sigh,  as  the  youthful  couple  went  off  to 
take  their  place  in  the  bransU^*  '*  which  can  snatch 
a  fk>wer  even  on  the  roughest  road  I" 

Arthur  acquittedhimself  so  well  during  the  evening, 
that  perhaps  the  voung  Countess  was  onlv  sorry  that 
so  gay  and  handsome  a  gallant  Umited  his  compli- 
ments and  attentions  within  the  cold  bounds  of  that 
courtesy  enjoined  by  the  rules  of  ceremony. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

For  I  hav*  ri**eti  here  mj  fall  oonMnt, 
To  ttodeck  the  pompous  bod/  of  a  king, 
Make  slory  bate,  and  aovereifnty  a  ilave, 
Proad  Majeatj  a  mbject,  itato  a  peannt. 

RkkarilL 

The  next  day  opened  a  grave  scene.  King  Ren6 
had  not  forgotten  to  arrange  the  pleasures  of  the  day, 
when,  to  bis  horror  aod  discomfiture,  Margaret  de- 
manded an  interview  upon  serious  busmess.  If  there 
was  a  proposition  in  the  world  which  Ren^  from  his 
soul  detested,  it  was  any  that  related  to  the  very  name 
of  businesSb 

"Wbsi  was  it  that  his  child  wanted?"  he  said. 
**  Was  it  money  1  He  would  give  her  whatever  ready 
sums  he  had,  though  he  owned  his  exchequer  was 
somewhat  bare ;  yet  he  had  received  his  income  for 
the  season.  It  was  ten  thousand  crowns.  How 
much  should  he  desire  to  be  paid  to  her  ?— the  half- 
three  parts— or  the  whole?  All  was  at  her  oom- 
roand." 

"Alas,  my  dear  father,"  said  Marsaret,  "it  is  not 
my  affaini  but  your  own,  on  which  idesure  to  speak 
with  you.'* 

"It  the  affairs  are  mine,"  said  Ren^,  "I  am  surely 
master  to  put  them  off  to  another  day— to  some  rainy 
dull  day,  fit  for  no  better  purpose.  See,  my  love,  the 
nawking  partjr  are  all  on  their  steeds  and  ready— the 
horses  are  neighing  and  pawing— the  gallants  and 
maidens  mounted,  and  ready  with  hawk  on  fist— 
the  q>anieis  struggling  in  the  leash.  It  were  a  sin, 
with  wind  and  weather  to  friend,  to  lose  so  lovely  a 
rooming." 

"  Let  them  ride  their  way,"  said  Queen  Margaret, 
"  and  find  their  sport ;  for  the  matter  I  have  to  speak 
concerning  involves  honour  and  rank,  life  and  means 
of  living.'' 

**  Nay,  but  I  have  to  hear  and  judge  between  Calezon 
*  BfOMto,  in  Eoffliah,  bmwI,«Hi  apeeiea  of  daaoe. 
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and  John  of  Aoqua  Mortis,  the  two  most  celebrated 
Troubadoure." 

"  Postpone  their  cause  till  to-morrow,"  said  Mar^ 
garet,  "  and  dedicate  an  hour  or  two  to  more  important 
afiaiiB." 

"If  you  are  peremptory,"  replied  King  ReniS  "  you 
are  aware,  my  child,  I  cannot  say  you  nay." 

And  with  reluctance  ho  gave  oraere  for  uie  hawkera 
t'^  go  on  and  follow  their  sport,  as  he  could  not  attend 
them  that  day. 

The  old  King  then  suflfered  himself,  like  an  un- 
willing greyhcund  withheld  from  the  chase,  to  be  led 
into  a  separate  apartment.  To  ensure  privacy,  Mar- 
garet stationed  her  secretary  Mordaunt,  with  Arthur, 
in  an  antechamber,  giving  them  ordere  to  prevent  all 
intrusion." 

"Nay,  for  myself  Margaret,"  said  the  good-natured 
old  man,  "  since  it  must  be,  I  consent  to  be  put  au 
accrtti  but  why  keep  old  Mordaunt  from  taking  a 
walk  in  this  beautiful  morning  |  and  why  pr.  ;ent 
young  Arthur  from  going  forth  with  the  rest  ?  I  pro- 
mise you,  though  they  term  him  a  ohilosopher,  yet 
he  showed  as  light  a  pair  of  heels  last  night,  with 
the  young  Countess  de  Boisgehn,  as  any  gallant  in 
Provence." 

"  They  are  come  from  a  country,"  said  Margaret, 
"  in  which  men  are  trained  from  infancy  to  prefer 
their  duty  to  their  pleasure." 

The  poor  King,  led  into  the  council-closet,  saw  with 
internal  shuddenng  the  fatal  cabinet  of  ebony,  bound 
with  silver,  which  bad  never  been  opened  but  to  over- 
whelm him  with  weariness,  and  dolefully  calculated 
how  many  yawns  he  must  strangle  ere  he  sustained 
the  consideration  of  its  contents.  Theyproved,  how- 
ever, when  laid  before  him,  of  a  kind  that  excited  even 
his  interest,  though  painfully. 

His  daughter  presented  him  with  a  short  and  clear 
view  of  the  debts  which  were  secured  on  his  domin- 
ions, and  for  which  they  were  mortgaged  in  venous 
pieces  and  paroels.  She  then  showed  him,  by  an- 
other BcbedulcL  the  large  claims  of  which  payment 
was  instantly  demanded,  to  discharge  ^hich  no  funds 
could  be  found  or  assigned.  The  King  defended  him- 
self like  othere  in  his  forlorn  situation.  To  every 
claim  o(  six,  seven,  or  eight  thousand  ducats,  he 
replied  by  the  assertion,  that  he  had  ten  thousand 
crowns  in  his  chancery,  and  showed  some  reluctance 
to  be  convinced,  till  repeatedly  urged  upon  him.  that 
the  same  sum  could  not  be  adequate  to  the  discharge 
of  thirty  times  the  amount. 

"Then,"  said  the  King,  somewhat  impatiently. 
"  why  not  pay  off  those  who  are  most  pressing,  and 
let  the  others  wait  till  receipts  come  round  ?" 

"  It  is  a  practice  which  has  been  too  often  resorted 
too,"  replied  the  Queen.  "  and  it  is  but  a  part  of  ho- 
nesty to  pay  creditore  who  have  advanced  their  all  in 
your  Grace's  service."  ,,  ^.  ... 

"  But  ore  we  not,"  said  Ren^,  King  of  both  the 
Sicilies,  Naples,  Arragon,  and  Jerusalem  7  And  why 
is  the  monarch  of  such  fair  kingdoms  to  be  pushed 
to  the  wall,  like  a  bankrupt  yeoman,  for  a  few  bags 
of  paltry  crowns  T'  .     ,.       ,.      , 

'^  You  are  indeed  monarch  of  these  kingdoms,"  sa.d 
Margaret:  "but  is  it  necessary  to  remind  your  Ma- 
jesty that  it  is  but  as  I  am  Queen  of  England,  in  which 
I  have  not  an  acre  of  land,  and  cannot  cpmmand  a 
penny  of  revenue  7  You  have  no  dominions  which 
are  a  source  of  revenue,  save  those  which  you  see  in 
this  scroll,  with  an  exact  list  of  the  income  they 
afford.  It  is  totally  inadequate,  you  see,  to  maintain 
your  state,  and  to  pay  the  large  engagements  incurred 
to  former  creditors."  ,.,..,. 

"  It  is  cruel  to  press  me  to  the  wall  thus,"  ssld  the 
poor  Kin^.  "  What  can  I  do  7  If  I  am  poor,  I  can- 
not help  It.  I  am  sure  I  would  pay  the  debts  you  talk 
of,  if  I  knew  the  way."      ,         .  ^    . 

^'  Royal  father,  I  will  show  it  vou.— Resign  your 
useless  and  unavailing  dignity,  which,  with  the  pre- 
tensions attending  it,  serves  but  to  make  your  misenes 
ridiculous.  Resign  your  rights  as  a  sovereign,  and 
the  income  which  cannot  be  stretched  out  to  the 
empty  excesses  of  a  beggarly  court,  will  enable  you 
to  enjoy,  in  ease  and  opulence,  all  the  pleasures  yoa 
most  delight  in,  as  a  pnvate  baron." 
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**  Maigant,  you  Bpeak  lolly,"  aiwwmwlRep^  sofne- 
what  atmly.  **  A  king  and  his  people  are  bound  by 
liaa  whieh  neither  can  aerer  without  guilt.  Mj  aob- 
Jecta  are  my  floek,  I  am  their  abepherd.  Ther  are 
aaiiignfd  to  my  governance  by  Heaven,  and Idare 
not  reooance  the  charge  of  protecting  them.** 

**  Were  Tou  in  condition  to  do  ao^^'  answered  the 
Queen,  '*  Hatgaret  would  bid  you  fight  to  the  death. 
But  don  your  hanK8&  long  disused  mount  your 
war-steed— cry  Ren^  for  Pit>vence!  and  see  if  a 
handred  men  will  gather  round  your  standard.  Your 
fortresses  are  in  the  hands  of  strangers;  armr  tou 
have  none :  your  vaasals  mar  have  good- win,  out 
they  lack  all  military  skill  ana  soldierlike  discipline. 
Ton  stand  but  the  mere  skeletoo  of  monarchy,  which 
France  or  Burgundy  may  prostnte  on  the  earth, 
whichever  fint  outs  forth  nis  arm  to  throw  it  down.'* 

Tlie  tean  tiickled  fast  down  the  old  Sng's  chedks, 
when  this  unflattering  prospect  was  set  before  him, 
and  he  couU  not  forbear  owning  his  total  want  of 
power  to  defend  himaelf,  and  his  dominions,  and  ad- 
mitting that  he  had  often  thought  of  the  necessity  of 
a>mpounding  for  his  resignation  with  one  of  his  pow- 
erful nevfabours. 

'*It  was  thjr  interest,  Mazgaret,  harsh  and  aevere 
as  you  are,  which  prevented  my  entering,  before  now, 
mto  meaanres  most  painfol  to  my  feelmgs,  but  per- 
haps best  calculated  for  my  advantage.  But  I  bad 
nmwd  It  would  hold  on  for  my  day;  and  thou,  my 
child,  with  the  talenth  Heaven  has  given  thee,  wouldst, 
I  thought,  have  found  remedy  for  distresses  which 
I  cannot  escape,  otherwise  than  by  shunning  the 
thoughts  of  them." 

**  If  it  is  in  earnest  you  speak  of  my  interest,"  said 
Margaret,  *  know,  that  your  resigning  Provence  w3i 
satLUy  the  nearest,  and  almost  the  onhr  wish  that 
my  bosom  can  form ;  but,  ao  judge  me  Heaven,  as  it 
IS  •' f  your  account,  gracious  sire,  as  well  as  mine, 
-tiiiAnE  advise  your  compliance." 
-  •"  Say  no,  more  on't,  child ;  give  me  the  parchment 
di  teignation,  and  I  will  sign  it:  I  see  thou  hast  it 
ready  drawn :  let  us  sign  it,  and  then  we  will  over- 
take the  hawkera.  We  must  suffer  wo,  but  there  is 
little  need  to  sit  down  and  weep  for  it'^ 

**  Do  you  not  ask,"  said  Margaret,  surerised  at  his 
apathy,    to  whom  you  cede  your  domimons  1" 

••  Wliat  boots  it,'^  answered  the  King,  "  since  they 
must  be  no  more  my  own  7  It  most  be  either  to 
Charles  of  Burgundy,  or  my  nephew  Louis— both 
powerful  and  pofitic  princes.  God  send  my  poor  peo- 
ple may  have  no  cause  to  wish  their  old  man  back 
"^pi^^^^ose  only  pleasure  waa  to  see  them  happy  and 
mirthfuL" 

"  It  is  to  Burgundy  you  resign  Provence,"  said 
MargareL 

„  "rwould  have  preferred  him,"  answered  Ren€; 

be  IS  nerc&  but  not  malignant  One  word  more, 
— «»  my  subjects*  privileges  and  immunities  fully 
secured  1" 

"  Am|>ly  "  replied  the  Queen ;  **  and  your  own  wants 
of  all  kuids  honourably  provided  for.  I  would  not 
leave  the  stbulacions  in  your  favour  in  blank,  though 
I  might  perhaps  have  trusted  Charlee  of  Burgundy, 
where  money  alone  is  concerned." 

"1  ask  Dotformvself---with  my  viol  and  my  pencil, 
Ren€  the  Troubadour  will  be  as  happy  as  ever  was 
Ren6  the  Kmg." 

So  sayJM,  with  practical  philosophy  be  whistled  the 
burden  of  bu  last  composed  ariettey  and  signed  away 
the  rest  of  his  royal  possessions  without  pulling  on* 
his  move,  or  even  reading  the  iostmment. 

"what  18  this  r'  he  nid,  looking  at  another  and 
aeparate  parehment  of  much  briefer  contents.  "  Most 
my  kmsman  Charles  have  both  the  Sicilies,  Catalo- 
nia^ Napln,  and  Jerusalem,  as  well  as  the  poor  re- 
mainder of  Provence  7  Methinks,  in  decency,  some 
greater  extent  of  parchment  should  have  been  allowed 
to  so  ample  a  cession." 

"That  deed,"  says  Margaret,  "only  disowns  and 
relinquishes  all  countenance  of  Ferrand  de  Vaude- 
mpnts  rash  attempt  on  Lorraine,  and  renounces 
all  miarrel  on  that  account  against  Charles  of  Bor- 
rundy." 

For  once  Margaret  miscalculated  the  traetability 


of  her  fother^a  temper.  Hea€  pqsHiveiy  startt 
colomecL  and  stammered  with  pamioiL^  as  ha  inn 
rupted  her'—"  Oniy  disown  itnif  rdunqokii—ea 
renounce  the  cause  of  nnr  grendcmd,  the  aon  of  n 
dear  Tdande— his  rightraTclamis  on  his  moiha 
inheritance !— ^Margaret,  I  am  ashamed  far  thee.  T1 
pride  is  an  excoae  for  thy  evil  temper;  bm  what 
pride  worth  wtacfa  can  stoop  to  commit  an  act  of  ifi 
nonoorable  meaoneaa  1  To  desert,  nay  disown  b 
own  flesh  and  blood,  because  the  youth  is  a  bo 
kinght  under  shield,  and  disposed  to  battle  tat  I 
right— I  were  worlhv  that  harp  and  horn  nmg  s 
shame  on  me,  should  I  listen  to  thee."      

Margaret  was  overoonse  m  some  measBre  byv 
old  man's  miezpected  opposition.  She  eodeavoon 
however,  to  show  that  there  was  no  oocasioB,  iopoi 
of  honour,  why  Ren6  should  eoga^  in  the  cbbbi 
a  wild  adventurer,  whose  right,  be  it  good  be  it  ks 
was  only  upheld  by  some  petty  and  underhand  q 
plies  of  money  from  FtancSi  and  the  ooantenaaeii 
a  fisw  of  the  restless  bandim  who  inhabit  the  boiii 
of  sn  nations.  But  ere  Ren^  could  answer,  voioi 
raised  to  an  unusual  pitchy  were  heard  in  the  tm 
chamber,  the  door  of  which  was  flnngopeo  bf  i 
armed  knight,  covered  with  dost,  who  exhSmi 
the  marks  of  a  long  journey. 

"  Here  I  am."  he  said,  *^fatber  of  my  mothv-h 
hold  your  grandaon — ^Ferrand  de  Vaodemont ;  diefli 
of  your  lost  Volande  kneete  at  your  feet,  and  mptai 
a  blessing  on  him  and  hisentaqnise." 

"  Thou  hast  it,"  replied  Reni,  "  and  may  it  pm 


per  with  the&  gallant  youth,  image  of  thy  _ 
mother— my  biesshigs,  my  prayetv,  my  hopes,  go  aa 
you!" 

"And  you,  fair  aunt  of  England,"  aaid  the  jm 
knight,  addressing  Margaret,^  yon  who  are  yooni 
dispossessed  by  traitors,  will  you  not  own  theensBf 
a  kinsmsn  who  is  ttragg^ng  for  his  inheritance  f , 

"  I  wish  all  good  to  your  person,  fair  nakn 
answered  the  Queen  or  England,     althoqgb  ^ 
features  are  strange  to  me.    But  to  advise  tbis  old  aa 
to  adopt  your  caussr  when  it  is  desperate  in  the  r4 
of  all  wise  men,  were  impious  madnessi"  i 

"Is  my  cauae  then  ao  deqierateT'  said  Fomti 
"forgive  me  tf  I  was  not  aware  of  it  Anddoan] 
aunt  Margaret  say  this,  whose  strength  of  miod  i^ 
ported  Lancaster  so  kmg,  after  the  spirits  of  berv*^ 
riore  had  been  quelled  bv  defeat  ?  What— forgiTe  k 
for  my  cause  must  be  pleaded— what  would  yoa  be 
said  bad  my  mother  Yolande  been  capable  lo  sdw 
her  father  to  disown  your  own  Edward,  bad  Godps* 
mitted  him  to  reach  Provence  in  safety  T* 

"  Edward,"  aaid  Margaret,  weqiing  as  she  tf^ 
"  was  incapable  of  desfnii|K  hta  frieiMs  to  it^tm  i 
Quarrel  that  was  irremediable.  Hie,  too,  was  t  em 
for  which  mighty  ptincea  and  peere  laid  bnee  iniMt 

"  Vet  Heaven.bleased  it  not—"  said  VaadeDott 

"  Thine."  continued  Margaret,  "  is  but  esAraef 
by  the  roboer  nobles  of  Germany,  the  npsiart  in- 
era  of  the  Rhine  cides,  the  paltry  and  downidi  0» 
federates  of  the  Cantons." 

"  But  Heaven  hat  bU9nd  it^**  replied  VamkisK 
"  Enow,  proud  woman,  that  I  oome  to  intsrapt  iv 
treacherous  intrigues;  iwpettv  adventurer,  sdhsfVi 
and  maintaining  warfare  by  aieight  rather  than  t»' 
but  a  conqueror  from  a  bloody  field  of  batd^  > 
which  Heaven  has  tamed  the  pride  of  the  tpm  > 
BurRundy." 

"It  is  falser  said  the  doeen,  atarting;  "I 
It  not." 

"  It  is  true,"  said  De  Vandemont,  "  as  timti 
ven  is  above  us.- It  is  four  daya  aince  I  Ml  w 
of  Granaon,  heaped  with  Brngundys  nMRcaii 
his  wealth,  his  jewels,  his  plate,  his  magnifioeal 
corations,  the  prise  of  the  poor  Swoa,  wbo 
can  tell  their  value.    Know  yon  thia^  Qoeea 
garet  T  continued  the  young  aoldier,  shova* 
well-known  jewel  which  decorated  the  Duke'if 
of  the  Golden  Fleece ;  "  think  you  not  die  Boa 
closely  hunted  when  he  left  sndi  tiopiues  n 
behind  him  7" 

Margaret  looked  with  daaxled  eyta  and  _ 
thoughts,  upon  a  token  which  confirmed  the 
defeat,  and  the  extinction  of  her  last 
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bther,  on  the  cootnry,  wis  itrack  witb  the  heroiam 
9f,  the  young  wanior,  a  opality  which,  except  as  it 
Bxuited  in  his  daughter  Margaret,  had,  be  feared, 
taken  leave  of  his  family.  Admiriiig  in  his  heart  the 
irouth  who  exposed  himself  to  oanger  ibr  the  meed  of 
prrai8e»  almost  ss  much  as  he  did  the  poets  by  whom 
Uia  warrior's  fame  is  rendo^  immortaL  he  bucQged 
us  grandson  to  his  bosom,  bidding  bim  ''ginl  onhis 
iword  in  strength,  and  assuring  him,  if  money  could 
idvance  his  anairs,  he,  King  Reo6,  could  command 
:en  thousand  crowns,  aoy  part,  or  the  whole  of  which, 
aras  at  Ferrand's  command;  thus  giving  proof  of 
srhat  had  been  said  of  him,  that  his  head  was  incapa- 
ne  of  containing  two  ideas  at  the  same  time. 

We  return  to  Arthur,  who,  witb  the  Queen  of  Eog- 
and'i  secretary,  Moniaunt,  had  been  not  a  little  sur- 
niaod  by  the  entrance  of  the  Count  de  Vaudemont, 
aJUng  himself  Duke  of  Lorraine,  into  the  aoteroom, 
n  which  they  kept  a  kind  of  guarcL  followed  hy  a  tall 
itrong  Swiss,  with  a  huge  halbem  over  his  shoulder. 
rhe  prince  naming  himself;  Arthur  dl  i  nqt  think  it 
becoming  to  oppose  his  entrance  to  tl  je  presence  of 
lis  grandfather  and  aunt,  especially  as  t  was  obvious 
^at  his  opposition  must  have  created  an  afiray.  In 
m  huge  staring  halberdisr,  who  had  sense  enough  to 
remain  in  the  anteroom,  Arthur  was  not  a  little  sur- 
yiieed  to  recognise  Siosmund.  Biederman,  who,  aAer 
il«nng  wildly  ^t  him  for  a  moment,  like  a  dog  which 
luddenljr  recoguses  a  favourite,  rushed  up  to  the 
^oimg  Eoglishmsn  with  a  wild  cry  of  gladness,  and 
a  hurried  accents,  told  him  how  happy  he  was  to 
neef  with  him,  and  that  he  had  matters  of  importance 
:o  tell  him.  It  was  at  no  time  easy  for  Sigismund  to 
Itrange  his  ideas,  and  now  tbey  were  altogether  con- 
used,  oy  the  triumphant  joy  which  he  expressed  for 
lie  recent  victory  of  bis  countrymen  over  the  Duke 
)(  Buisundy ;  and  it  was  with  wonder  that  Arthur 
leard  his  confused  and  rude,  but  faithihl  tale. 

"Look  you,  King  Arthur,  the  Duke  had  come  up 
irith  his  huge  army  as  far  as  Granson,  which  is  near 
:he  outlet  of  the  great  lake  of  Neufchatel.  There  were 
ire  or  six  hundred  oon£9derates  in  the  place,  and  they 
leld  it  till  provisions  failed,  and  then  you  know  they 
vera  forced  to  give  it  over.  But  though  hunger  is 
lara  to  hear,  they  had  better  have  borne  it  a  day  or 
wo  longer,  for  the  butcher  Charles  hung  them  all 

gi  by  tne  neck,  upon  trees  round  the  place,— and 
ere  was  no  swallowing  for  them,  you  know,  after 
uch  usage  as  that.  Mean  while  all  was  busy  on  our 
lilla,  and  every  man  that  had  a  sword  or  lance  ac- 
ioutred  himseOf  with  it.  We  met  at  NeulchateL  and 
ome  Giermana  joined  us  with  the  noble  Duke  ot  Lor- 
aine.  Ah,  King;  Arthur,  there  is  a  leader !— we  all 
hink  bim  second  but  to  Rudolph  of  Donnerhugel— 
'ou  saw  him  even  now— it  was  he  that  went  into 
bat  room— and  you  saw  him  before,- it  is  he  that 
vaa  the  Blue  Knight  of  Bile :  but  we  called  him 
..auienz  then,  for  Rudolph  said,  his  presence  among 
18  must  not  be  known  to  our  father,  and  I  did  not 
:now  myself  at  that  time  who  he  really  was.  Well, 
^en  we  came  to  Neufchatel  we  were  a  goodly  com- 
lany;  we  were  fifteen  thousand  stout  confederates, 
ind  of  others,  Glennans  and  Lorraine  men,  I  will 
warrant  you  five  thousand  more.  We  heard  that  the 
lurgundian  was  sixty  thousand  in  the  field ;  but  we 
leaxd,  at  the  aame  time,  that  Charles  had  hung  up 
»ar  brethren  like  dogs,  and  the  man  was  not  amonx 
m — among  the  confederates,  I  mean— ^  ho  would 
it«y  to  count  heada,  when  the  questior  was  to 
iTeoge  them.  1  would  you  could  have  hsard  the 
t>ar  of  fifteen  thousand  Swiss  demanding  to  be  led 
i^ainat  the  butcher  of  their  brethren!  My  father 
lunselil  who,  you  know,  is  usually  so  ea4'er  for 
»eace,  now  gave  the  first  voice  for  battle :  so,  'n  the 
rray  of  the  morning,  we  descended  the  lake  towards 
3ranson,  with  tears  in  our  eyes  and  weapons  in  our 
lands,  determined  to  have  dpath  or  vengeance.  We 
*an3e  to  a  sort  of  strait,  between  Vauxmoreux  and 
he  lake;  there  were  horse  on  the  level  ground  be- 
:ween  the  mountain  and  the  lake,  and  a  Targe  body 
if  infantry  on  the  side  of  the  hill.  The  Duke  of  Lor- 
rvne  and  his  followers  engaged  the  horse,  while  We 
•limbed  the  hill  to  diipossess  the  infantry.  It  was 
inth  US  the  affair  of  a  moment.    Every  man  of  us 


was  at  home  among  the  crua,  and  Charles  •  men 
were  stuck  among  them  as  tnou  wert.  Arthur,  when 
thou  didst  first  come  to  Gteierstein.  But  there  were 
no  kind  maidens  to  lend  them  their  hands  to  help 
them  down.  No,  no— There  were  pikes,  clubs,  and 
halberds,  many  a  one,  to  dash  and  tnnist  them  from 
plsces  where  they  could  hardly  keep  their  feet  had 
there  been  no  one  to  disturb  them.  So  the  horsemen, 
pushed  by  the  Lorrainer^  and  seeing  us  upon  their 
flanks,  fled  as  fast  as  then*  hoises  could  carry  them. 
Then  we  drew  together  again  on  a  fair  field,  which  is 
buon  campagnOf  as  the  Italian  aays,  where  the  hills 
retire  from  the  lake.  But  lo  you.  we  had  scarce 
arreved  our  ranks,  when  we  hearn  such  a  din  and 
clash  of  instruments,  such  a  trample  of  their  great 
horses,  such  a  shouting  and  crying  of  men,  as  if  sll 
the  soldiers,  and  all  the  minstrels  in  France  and  Ger- 
many, were  striving  which  should  make  the  loudest 
noise.  Then  there  was  a  huge  cloud  of  dust  ap- 
proaching us,  and  we  began  to  see  we  must  do  or 
die,  for  this  was  Charles  and  his  whole  army  come  to 
support  his  vanguard.  A  blast  from  the  mountain 
dispersed  the  dust,  for  they  had  halted  to  prepare  for 
battle.  O,  good  Arthur  I  you  would  have  given  ten 
yean  of  life  but  to  have  seen  the  sight  Tnere  were 
thousands  of  horse  all  in  complete  arrey^  glancing 
against  the  sun,  and  hundreds  of  knights  vnth  crowns 
of  gold  and  silver  on  their  helmets,  and  thick  masses 
of  spean  on  foot,  and  cantion,  as  they  call  them.  I 
did  not  know  what  things  they  were,  which  they 
drew  on  heavily  with  bullocks  and  placed  before  their 
army,  but  I  knew  more  of  them  before  the  morning 
was  over.  Well,  we  were  ordered  to  drew  up  in  a 
h<^low  square,  as  we  are  taught  at  exercise,  and  bo- 
fore  we  pushed  forwards,  we  were  commanded,  as  is 
the  godly  rule  andsuiae  of  oiu*  warfare,  to  kneel  down 
and  pray  to  God.  Our  Lady,  and  the  blessed  saints; 
and  we  afterwards  learned  that  Charles,  in  hii  'arro- 
gance, thought  we  aaked  for  merey— Ha  I  ha  I  L  .^  a 
proper  jest.  If  my  father  once  knelt  to  him,  it  was  for 
the  sake  of  Christian  blood  and  godly  peace ;  bi^  ^n 
the  field  of  battle,  Arnold  Biederman  would  not  have 
knelt  to  him  and  his  whole  chivalry,  though  he  bad 
stood  alone  with  his  sons  on  that  field.  Well,  but 
Charles,  supposing  we  ssked  grace,  was  determined 
to  show  us  that  we  had  askea  it  at  a  graceless  face, 
for  he  cried,  *  Fire  my  cannon  on  the  coward  slaves ; 
it  is  sll  the  merey  they  have  to  expect  from  me  I'— 
Banff— bang— bang^-ofl'  went  the  things  I  told  you 
of,  like  thunder  and  lightning,  and  some  mischief 
they  did,  but  the  less  thst  we  were  kneeling;  and  the 
saints  doubtless  save  the  huge  balls  a  hoist  over  the 
heads  of  those  woo  were  asking  grace  from  them,  but 
from  no  mortal  creatures.  So  we  had  the  signsi  to 
rise  and  rush  on,  snd  I  promise  you  there  were  no 
sluggards.  Every  man  felt  ten  men's  strength.  My 
halberd  is  no  child's  toy— if  you  have  forgotten  i^ 
there  it  is— and  yet  it  trembled  in  my  grasp  ss  if  it 
had  been  a  willow  wand  to  drive  cows  with.  On  we 
went,  when  suddenly  the  cannon  were  silent,  and  the 
earth  shook  with  another  and  continued  growl  and 
battering,  like  thunder  under  ground.  It  was  the 
men-at-arms  roshing:  to  charge  us.  But  our  leadera 
knew  their  trade,  and  had  seen  such  a  sight  before— 
—it  was,  Halt,  halt— kneel  down  in  the  oront— stoop 
in  the  second  rank— close  shoulder  to  shoulder  like 
brethren,  lean  all  spears  forwsrd  and  receive  them 
like  an  iron  wall !  On  they  rushed,  and  there  was  a 
rending  of  lancea  that  would  have  served  the  Unter- 
walden  old  women  with  spUntera  of  firewood  for  a 
twelvemonth.  Down  went  armed  horse— down  went 
accoutred  knight— down  went  banner  and  banner- 
man— down  went  peaked  boot  and  crowned  helmet, 
and  of  those  who  fell  not  ^,  man  escaped  with  life. 
So  they  drew  off  in  confusion,  and  were  getting  in 
order  to  charge  again,  when  the  noble  Duke  Ferrand 
and  his  horsemen  dashed  at  them  in  theirown  way, 
and  we  moved  onward  to  support  him.  Thus  on  we 
pressed,  and  the  foot  hardly  waited  for  us,  seeing  their 
cavalry  so  handled.  Then  if  you  had  seen  the  dust 
and  heard  the  blows !  the  noise  of  a  hundred  thou- 
sand threshers,  the  flight  of  the  chaff  which  they  drive 
about,  would  oe  but  a  type  of  it.  On  my  word,  I 
almost  thought  it  shame  to  dash  about  my  halberd. 


Iff 


akne  of  obierstein. 


(OUAT.XXXH 


the  root  was  so  helplessly  piteous.  Hundreds  were 
slain  unresisting,  and  the  whole  army  was  in  com- 
plete flight." 

"My  father-my  father!"  exclaimed  Arthur;  m 
such  a  rout,  what  can  have  become  of  him  7" 

"He  escaped  safely,"  Said  the  Swiss;  "fled  with 
Charles."  , ,       ^   ^  ^  „ 

"  It  must  have  been  a  bloody  field  ere  he  fled,"  re- 
plied-the  Englishman. 

"Nay,"  answered  Sigismund,  "he  took  no  part  ip 
the  fight,  btit  merely  remained  by  Charles ;  and  pri- 
soners said  it  was  well  for  us,  for  that  he  is  a  man  of 
great  counsel  and  action  in  the  wars.  And  as  to  flying, 
a  man  in  such  a  matter  must  go  back  if  he  cannot 
press  forward,  and  there  is  no  shame  in  it  especially 
if  you  be  not  engaged  in  your  own  person.* 

As  ho  spoke  thus,  their  conversation  was  interrupted 
by  Mordaant,  with  ^'  Hush,  hush— the  King  and  Queen 
come  forth."  ,    . 

"What  am  I  to  dol"  said  Sigismund,  in  some 
alarm.  "I  care  not  for  the  Duke  of  Lorraine:  but 
what  am  I  to  do  when  Kings  and  diieens  enter?" 

"Do  nothing  but  rise,  unbonnet  yourself  and  be 
silent" 

Sigismund  did  as  he  was  directed. 

King  Ren^  came  forth  arm  in  arm  with  his  grand- 
son ;  and  Margaret  followed,  with  deep,  disappoint- 
ment and  vexation  on  her  brow.  She  signed  to  Ar- 
thur as  she  passed,  and  said  to  him—"  Make  thyself 
master  of  the  truth  of  this  most  unexpected  news, 
and  bring  the  particulars  to  me.  Mordaunt  will  in- 
troduce thee." 

She  then  cast  a  look  on  the  young  Swiss,  and  re- 
plied courteously  to  his  awkward  salutation.  The 
royal  party  then  left  the  room,  Ren6  bent  on  carrving 
his  grandlMn  to  the  sporting-party,  which  had  been 
interrupted,  and  Margaret  to  seek  the  solitude  of  her 
private  apartment,  and  await  the  confirmation  of 
what  she  regarded  as  evil  tidings. 

They  were  no  sooner  pssseoT  than  Sigismund  ob- 
served^—** And  so  that  is  a  King  and  Q,ueen !— Peste  I 
"Hie  King  looks  somewhat  liRe  old  Jacomo,  the  violer, 
that  used  to  scrape  on  the  fiddle  to  us  when  he  came 
to  Oeierstein  in  his  rounds.  But  the  Q,ueen  is  a  stately 
creature.  The  chief  cow  of  the  herd,  who  carries  the 
bouquets  and  garlands,  and  leads  the  rest  to  the  chalet, 
has  not  a  statelier  pace.  And  how  deftly  you  ap- 
proached her  and  spoke  to  her !  I  could  not  nave  done 
It  with  so  much  grace— But  it  is  Uke  that  you  have 
served  spprentice  to  the  court  trade?" 

"Leave  that  for  the  present,  good  Sigismund." 
answered  Arthur,  "  and  tell  me  more  of  this  battle  ?" 

"By  Saint  Mary,  but  I  must  have  some  victuals 
and  drink  first,"  said  Sigismund,  "if  your  credit  in 
this  fine  place  reaches  so  far." 

"Doubt  it  not,'  Sigismund,"  said  Arthur;  and,  by 
the  intervention  of  Mordaunt,  he  easily  procured,  tn  a 
more  retired  apartment,  a  collation  and  wine,  to 
which  the  young  Biederman  did  great  honour,  smack- 
ing his  lips  with  much  jE^sto  after  the  delicious  wines, 
to  which,  in  spite  of  his  father's  ascetic  precepts,  his 
palate  was  beginning  to  be  considerably  formed  and 
habituated.  When  he  found  himself  alone  with  a 
flask  of  cote  roH  and  a  biscuit,  and  his  friend  Arthur, 
he  was  easilv  led  to  continue  his  tale  of  conquest 

"  Well— where  was  I— Oh.  where  we  broke  their 
infantry— well— they  never  rallied,  and  fell  in  to  greater 
confusion  at  every  step — and  we  might  have  slaugh- 
tered one  half  of  them,  had  we  not  stopt  to  examine 
Charies's  camp.  Mercv  on  qs,  Arthur,  what  a  sight 
was  there  I  Every  pavilion  was  full  of  rich  clothes, 
splendid  armour,  and  great  diahesand  flagons,  which 
some  men  said  were  of  silver;  but  I  knew  there  was 
not  so  much  silver  in  the  world,  and  was  sure  they 
roust  be  of  pewter,  rarely  burnished.  Here  there  were 
hosts  of  laced  lackeysi  and  grooms  and  pages,  and  as 
many  attendants  as  there  were  soldiers  in  the  army ; 
and  thousands  for  what  I  knew,  of  pretty  maidens. 
By  the  same  token,  both  menials  and  maiaens  placed 
themselves  at  the  disposal  of  the  victon ;  but  I  pro- 
mise you  that  my  father  was  right  severe  on  any  who 
would  abuse  the  rights  of  war.  But  some  of  our 
young  men  did  not  mind  him,  till  he  taught  them 
obedience  with  the  siafTof  his  halberd.    Welu  Arthur, 


there  was  flhe  plonderini^  for  the  Germans  isd 
French  that  were  with  us  nfled  every  thing,  and  soms 
of  our  men  followed  the  example— it  is  very  catching 
—So  I  got  into  Charies's  own  pavilion,  where  Ra- 
dolph  and  some  of  his  people  were  trying  to  keep  oat 
every  one,  thst  he  might  have  the  spoibng  of  it  niai- 
self,  I  think;  but  neither  he,  nor  any  Bemeaeof  then 
all,  dared  lay  truncheon  over  my  pate;  so  I  entered, 
and  saw  them  putting  piles  of  pewter-treocherst  so 
clean  as  to  look  like  silver,  into  cbests  a:id  trunks.   I 
preMed  through  them  into  the  inner  place,  and  tbeiv 
was  Charles's  pallet-bed— I  will  do  him  justiee,  it  was 
the  only  bard  one  in  his  camp — and  there  was  fine 
sparkling  stones  and   pebbles  lyins  about  amonc 
mrantlets,  boots,  vambraoes,  and  sudnlike  gear— So  I 
thought  of  your  fiitber  and  you,  and  looked  for  aoiDe> 
thing!  when  what  should  I  see  but  my  old  fiicad 
here^  (here  he  drew  Queenf  Margaret's  necklace  froa 
his  bosom,)  "which  I  knew,  because  yoa  reuiembal 
recovered  it  from  the  Scharfi^ricbter  at  Briasch.— 
*Oho!  you  pretty  sparklers,'^  said  I,  *yon  shaU  be 
Burgundian  no  longer,  but  go  back  to  my  honest  Eng- 
lish friends*  and  therefore^*- 

"It  is  or  immense  valne,"  said  Arthor,  **  and  be- 
longs not  to  my  &ther  or  to  me,  but  to  the  Qneeo  yoa 
saw  but  now." 

"  And  she  will  become  it  rarely,"  anawerad  Sios- 
mund.    **  Were  she  but  a  acore.  or  a  aoore  and  a  uV 

I^ears  younger,  ahe  were  a  gallant  wife  for  a  Svisi 
andholder.    I  would  warrant  her  to  keep  his  hausi 
hold  in  high  order." 

"She  will  reward  thee  liberally  for  rsoarreriaf  hv 
property,"  said  Arthur,  scarce  anppreasiog  a  snme  tf 
the  idea  of  the  proud  Margaret  becoming  the  haatt- 
wife  of  a  Swiss  Shepherd. 

"  How-reward  f^^said  the  Swiaa.  **  Betfamk  ika 
I  am  Sigismund  Biederman,  the  son  of  the  LandaaK 
man  of  Unterwalden— I  am  not  a  botse  lanx-iauii, 
to  be  paid  for  courtesy  with  piaatrea.  Let  her  mm 
me  a  kind  word  of  tnanka,  or  the  matter  of  a  kiflk 
and  I  am  well  contented." 

Arthur, 


"  A  kiss  of  her  hand,,  perhaps," 
smiling  at  his  friend's  smiplicity. 

"Umph,  the  hand !  Well !  it  mavdo  for  a  QneeB  flf 
some  fifty  yeare  and  odd,  but  wouud  be  poor  ooaaii 
to  a  Queen  of  May." 

Arthur  here  brought  back  the  yoQih  to  the  rnkjat 
of  his  battle,  and  learned  that  the  daughter  of  thi 

Duke's  forces  in  the  flight  had  been  in  no'' ' 

to  the  importance  of  the  action. 

"  Many  rode  off  on  horsebadL,"  aaid  _ 
"  and  our  German  reitert  flew  on  the  spoil,  when  tb^ 
should  have  followed  the  chase.  And,  hrsidra  ti 
speak  truth,  Charies's  camp  delayed  oar  very  Wi« 
in  the  pursuit ;  but  had  we  gone  half  a  mile  fivftai; 
and  seen  our  friends  hanging  on  trees,  not  a  eoolBd^ 
rate  would  have  stopped  from  the  chase  while  behd 
limbs  to  cany  him  in  pursuit" 

"And  what  has  become  of  the  DokeT* 

"  Charles  has  retreated  into  Burgundy,  tike  a  ber 
who  has  felt  the  touch  of  the  spear,  and  is  more  oe 
raged  than  hurt;  but  ia,  they  aay,  sad  and  lakr- 
Others  rroort  that  he  haa  coUected  all  his  scstMV 
army,  and  immenae  forces  bandea,  and  has  suisid 
his  subjects  to  give  him  money^  so  that  we  naja- 
pect  another  brush.  But  all  Switzeriand  wiU  joa  ■ 
after  auch  a  victory." 

"And  my  father  is  with  him?"  said  Arthv. 

"  Tmly  he  is,  and  haa  in  a  right  ffodly  manacr  ind 
to  aet  afoot  a  treaty  of  peace  witn  my  own  fedMt 
But  it  will  acarre  succeed.  Charies  ia  aa  mad  as  efff; 
and  our  people  nre  right  prood  of  oar  victoiy,  aad  m 
they  well  may.  Nevertheleas,  mr  fether  fcr  tm 
preaches  that  auch  victories,  and  such  heaps  of  «eii4 
will  change  our  ancient  mannera,  and  that  thB_pbai)»> 
man  will  leave  hie  labour  to  turn  soldier.  He  ■<■ 
much  about  it ;  but  why  money,  choice  meat  iM 
wine,  and  fine  clothing,  should  ao  so  much  luum  I 
cannot  bring  my  poorbraiiu  to  aee— And  many  bear 
heads  than  mine  are  aa  much  poszled.— Herr't » 
you,  friend  Arthur.— Thia  ia  choice  liquor  f 

And  what  brings  you  and  yoor  Oeneni  Pns« 
Ferrand,  post  to  Nancy?"  aaid  ths  young  Ei«M- 
man. 
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"Faitfa,  you  are  yourself  the  cause  of  our  journey." 
"1  the  cause  T'  said  Arthur.— "  Why,  how  could 
that  be?" 

'*  Why,  it  is  said  you  and  dueen  Margaret  are  urg- 
ing this  old  fiddling  King  Ren£  to  yield  up  his  territo- 
ries  to  Charles,  and  to  disown  Ferrand  in  his  claim 
upon  Lorraine.  And  the  Duke  of  Lorraine  sent  a 
man  that  you  know  well— that  is,  you  do  not  know 
hinu,  but  you  know  sonaeof  his  family,  and  he  knows 
more  of  you  than  you  wot— to  put  a  spoke  in  your 
wheel,  snd  prevent  your  getting  for  Charles  the 
county  of  Provenoa  or  preventing  Ferrand  being 
troubled  or  traversed  in  his  natural  rights  over  Lor- 
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"On  my  word,  Sigismund,  I  cannot  comprehend 
you,"  said  Arthur. 

"  Well."  replied  the  Swiss,  *'  my  lot  is  a  hard  one. 
All  our  house  say  that  I  can  comprehend  nothing, 
and  I  shall  be  next  told  that  nobody  can  comprehend 
me.— Well,  in  plain  language,  I  mean  mjr  uncle, 
Coimt  Albert,  as  he  calls  nimself,  of  Geieretein,— ray 
Other's  brother." 
"Anne of  Gteieratein's  father!"  echoed  Arthur. 
"Ay,  truly:  1  thought  we  should  find  some  mark 
to  make  you  know  him  by." 
"But  I  never  saw  him." 

"  Ay,  but  you  have  though— An  able  man  he  is,  and 
knows  more  of  every  mairs  business  than  the  man 
does  himself.    Oh  t  it  was  not  for  nothing  that  he 
r      married  the  daujghter  of  a  Salamander  t" 

"Pshaw.  Sigismund,  how  can  you  believe  that 
t  nonsense  T'  answered  Arthur. 
t  "  Rudolph  told  me  you  were  as  much  bewildered  as 
t  I  was  that  night  at  OrafTs-lust,"  answered  the  Swiss. 
"If  I  were  80, 1  was  the  greater  ass  for  my  pains," 
I     answered  Arthur. 

I        *  Well,  but  this  uncle  of  mine  has  got  some  of  the 
t     old  ooojuring  books  from  the  library  at  Amheim,  and 
;     they  say  he  can  pass  from  place  to  place  with  more 
than  mortal  speed ;  and  that  he  is  helped  in  his  de- 
signs by  mighti^oounseliora  thaft  mere  men.  Always, 
however,  though  so  able  and  highly  endowed,  nis 
gifts,  whether  coming  from  a  lawful  or  unlawful 
t     quarter,  brins  him  no  abiding  advantage.  He  is  eter- 
r     nallyplungea  into  strife  and  danger." 

,"I  know  few  particulan  of  his  Ufe,"  said  Arthur, 
(     disguising  as  much  as  he  could  lus  anxiety  to  hear 
nM>reof  htm :  "  but  I  have  heard  that  he  left  Switzer- 
land to  join  the  Emperor." 
"True,"  answered  the  young  Swiss,  "and  married 
I     the  young  Baroness  of  Amheim,— but  afterwards  he 
incurred  my  namesake's  imperial  displeasure,  and  not 
less  that  or  the  Duke  of  Austria.    They  say  you  can- 
not live  in  Rome  and  strive  with  the  Pope;  so  my 
uncle  thought  it  best  to  cross  the  Rhine,  and  betake 
himself  to  Charles's  court,  who  willingly  received  no- 
blemen from  all  countries,  so  that  they  had  good 
sounding  names,  with  the  title  of  Count,  Marquis, 
Baron,  or  suchlike,  to  march  in  front  of  them.    So 
my  uncle  was  most  kindly  received :  but  within  this 
year  or  two  all  this  friendship  has  been  broken  up. 
t7ncle  Albert  obtained  a  great  lead  in  some  mysterious 
societies,  of  which  Charles  disapproved,  and  set  so  hard 
at  my  poor  uncle,  that  he  was  fain  to  take  orders  and 
shave  his  hair  rather  than  lose  his  head.   But  though 
he  cut  off  his  hairjiis  brain  remains  as  busy  as  ever ; 
and  althou^  the  Duke  suffered  him  to  be  at  laige,  yet 
he  found  him  so  often  in  his  way,  that  all  men  be- 
lieved he  waited  but  an  excuse  for  seizing  upon  him 
and  potting  him  to  death.    But  my  uncle  peraists 
that  he  fean  not  Charles ;  and  that,  Duke  as  he  is. 
Charles  has  more  occasion  to  be  afraid  of  him.— And 
so  you  saw  how  boldly  he  played  his  part  at  La  Fe- 
rette." 

"  By  Saint  (3eorge  of  Windsor  I"  exclaimed  Arthur, 
"the  Black  Priest  of  St  Paul's?" 

"Oh  bo  I  you  und^tand  me  now.  Well,  he  took 
it  upon  him  tliat  Charles  would  not  dare  to  punish 
him  for  his  share  in  De  Hagenbach's  death ;  and  no 
mora  did  he,  although  uncle  Albert  sat  and  voted  in 
the  Estates  of  Burgundy,  and  stirred  them  up  all  he 
could  to  refuse  giving  Charles  the  money  he  asked  of 
them.  But  when  the  Swiss  war  broke  out,  uncle 
Albert  became  assured  his  being  a  cleigymao  would , 


be  no  longer  his  protection,  and  that  the  Duke  in- 
tended to  have  him  accused  of  corresponding  with  his 
brother,  and  countrymen ;  and  so  he  appeared  sud- 
denly in  Ferrand's  camp  at  Neufchatel,  and  aent  a 
message  to  Charles  that  he  renounced  his  allegiance, 
and  bid  him  defiance." 

"  A  singular  story  of  an  active  and  versatile  man," 
said  the  young  Englishman. 

"Oh,  you  may  seek  the  world  for  a  man  like  uncle 
Albert.  Then  he  knows  every  thing;  and  he  told 
Duke  Ferrand  what  you  were  about  (lere,  and  offered 
to  go  and  brin^  more  certain  information— ay,  though 
he  left  the  Swiss  camp  but  five  or  six  days  before  the 
battle,  and  the  diets  nee  between  Aries  and  Neufcha- 
tel be  four  hundred  miles  complete,  yet  he  met  him  on 
his  return,  when  Duke  Ferrand,  with  me  to  show 
him  the  way,  was  hastening  hitherward,  having  set 
of!  from  the  very  field  of  battle." 

"Met  him  t"  said  Arthui^"  Met  whom 7— Met  the 
Black  Priest  of  St.  Paul's  7" 

"Ay.  I  mean  so,"  replied  Sisismimdi  "but  he  was 
habited  as  a  Carmelite  monk. 

"A  Carmelite !"  aaid  Arthur,  a  sudden  light  flash- 
ing on  him;  "and  I  was  so  blind  as  to  recommend 
his  services  to  the  Queen  1  I  remember  well  that  be 
pkept  bis  face  much  concealed  in  his  cowl— and  I, 
foolish  beast,  to  foil  so  grossly  into  the  snare !— And 
yet  perhaps  it  is  as  well  the  transaction  was  inter- 
rupted, since  I  fear,  if  carried  successfully  thro^^, 
all  must  have  been  disconcerted  by  this  astounding 
defeat." 

Their  converaation  had  thus  far  pibceeded,  when 
Mordaunt  appearing,  summoned  Arthur  to  his  royal 
mistress's  apartment.  In  that  gay  palace,  a  gloomy 
room,  whose  windows  looked  upon  some  part  of  the 
ruins  of  the  Roman  edifice,  but  excluded  every  other 
object,  aave  broken  walls  and  tottering  columns,  was 
the  retreat  which  Margaret  had  chosen  for  her  own. 
She  received  Albert  with  a  kindness,  more  touching 
that  it  was  the  inmate  of  so  proud  and  fiery  a  dispo- 
sition,—of  a  heart  assailed  with  many  woes,  and  feel- 
ing them  severely. 

'Alas,  poor  Arthur!"  she  said,  "thy  life  bemn» 
where  thy  fother's  threatens  to  end,  in  useless  labour 
to  sste  a  sinking  vessel.  The  rushing  leak  pours  in 
its  watere  faster  than  human  force  can  lighten  or 
discharge.  All— all  goes  wron^,  when  our  unhappy 
cause  becomes  connected  with  it— Strength  becomes 
weakness,  wisdom  folly,  and  valour  cowardice.  The 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  hitherto  victorious  in  all  his  bold 
undertakings,  has  but  to  entertain  the  momentary 
thought  of  yielding  succour  to  Lancaster»  and  behold 
his  sword  is  broken  by  a  peasant's  flail ;  and  his  dis- 
ciplined army,  held  to  be  the  fineat  in  the  world,  fliee  , 
like  chaff  beiore  the  wind ;  while  their  spoils  are  di- 
vided by  renegade  German  hirelings,  and  barbarous 
Alpine  shepherds !— What  more  hast  thou  learned  of 
this  strange  tale  7" 

"Little,  madam,  but  what  vou  have  heard.  The 
wont  additions  are,  that  the  battle  was  shamefully 
cowardlike,  and  completely  lost,  with  every  advantage 
to  have  won  it— the  best,  that  the  Burgundian  army 
has  been  rather  dispersed  than  destroyed,  and  that  the 
Duke  himself  has  escaped,  and  is  rallying  his  forces 
in  Upper  Burgundy." 

"To  sustain  a  new  defeat,  or  engage  in  a  protracted 
and  doubtful  contest,  fatal  to  his  reputatk>n  as  defeat 
itself.    Where  is  thy  father?" 

"  With  the  Duke,  madam,  as  I  have  been  informed," 
replied  Arthur. 

^*  Hie  to  him,  and  say  I  charge  him  to  look  afker 
his  own  safety,  .and  care  no  farther  for  my  interests, 
lliis  last  blow  has  sunk  me— I  am  without  an  ally, 

without  a  friend,  without  treasure" , 

"Not  so,  msdam,"  replied  Arthur.  "One  piece 
of  good  fortune  has  Drought  back  to  your  Grace  this 
inestimable  relic  of  your  Tortunes."— And  producing 
the  precious  necklace,  he  gave  the  history  of  its  re- 
ooveiy.  .  .  , 

"  I  rejoice  at  the  chance  which  has  restored  these 
diamonda,"  sakl  the  Queen,  "  that  in  point  of  grati- 
tude, at  least,  I  may  not  be  utterly  bankrupt.  Carry 
them  to  your  father— tell  him  my  schemes  are  over— 
and  my  heart,  which  so  long  clung  to  hope,  is  broken 
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•eti  to  preM  her  attention  to  her  ini8tfB8&  she  ex- 
eltiroed,  alter  a  mtnute'fl  in? estigation,  "  Mother  of 
Heaven,  the  Queen  is  dead  T*  And  it  was  so.  It 
se^ed  that  the  last  fibre  of  life,  in  that  fiery  and  am- 
binoos  mind,  had^  as  she  herself  propheoed,  given 
ynj  at  the  same  time  with  the  last  thread  of  political 
hope. 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

Toll,  toll  the  Ml  I 

OraatiMM  k  o'or, 

The  heart  haa  broke. 

To  ache  no  more  ; 
An  noeobttantiai  paf eant  all- 
Drop  o'or  the  toeiw  the  Ameral  pall.— OM  Foim. 

Tbe  commotion  and  shrieks  of  fear  and  amaze- 
ment which  were  excited  among  the  ladies  of  the 
court  by  an  event  so  singular  and  shocking,  had  begun 
to  abate,  and  the  8igh&  more  serious  though  less  in- 
trusive, of  the  few  English  attendants  of  the  deceased 
Queen  botan  to  be  heard,  together  with  the  groans  of 
oU  King  Ren6,  whose  emotions  were  as  acute  as  (hey 
were  short  lived.  The  leeches  had  held  a  busy  but 
unavailing  consultation,  and  the  body  that  was  once 
a  Queen's,  was  delivered  to  the  Priest  of  St.  Sauveur, 
that  beautiful  church  in  which  the  spoils  of  Pagan 
temples  have  contributed  to  fill  up  the  magnificence  of 
the  Christian  edifice.  The  stately  pile  was  duly  lighted 
n^  and  the  funeral  provided  with  such  splendour  as 
Aix  could  supply.  The  Queen's  papers  being  ex- 
amined, it  was  found,  that  Margaret,  by  disposmg  of 
jewels  and  living  at  small  expense,  haa  realized  the 
means  of  making  a  decent  provision  for  life,  for  her 
very  few  English  attendants.  Her  diamond  neck- 
lace, described  in  her  last  will  as  in  the  hands  of  an 
Enmish  merchant  named  John  Philipson,  or  his  son, 
or  the  price  thereof;  if  by  them  sold  or  pledged,  she 
left  to  the  said  John  Philipson  and  his  son  Arthur 
Philipson,  with  a  view  to  the  prosecution  of  the  de- 
sign which  they  had  been  destmed  to  advance,  or,  if 
that  should  prove  impossible,  to  their  own  use  and 
profit.  The  charge  of  ner  funeral  rites  was  wholly  in- 
tmsted  to  Arthur,  called  Philipson.  with  a  request 
that  they  should  be  conducted  entirely  after  the  forms 
observed  in  England.  This  trust  was  expressed  in  an 
addition  to  her  will,  signed  the  very  day  on  which  she 
died. 

Arthor  lost  no  time  in  despatching  Thiebault  ex- 
piesB  to  his  father,  with  a  letter,  explaining  in  such 
terms  as  he  knew  would  be  understood^  the  tenor  of 
■11  that  had  happened  since  he  came  to  Aix,  and  above 
all,  the  death  of  Queen  Margaret. 

Finally,  he  requested  directions  for  his  motions, 
sinee  the  liecessary  delay  occupied  by  the  obsequies  of 
a  person  of  such  eminent  rank  must  detain  him  at 
Aix  till  be  should  receive  them. 

The  old  King  sustained  the  shock  of  his  daughter's 

Seath  so  easily,  that  on  the  second  day  after  the  event, 
e  was  engaged  in  arranging  a  pompous  procession 
for  the  funeraL  and  composing  an  elj^y,  to  be  sung  to 
a  tune  also  of  his  own  composing,  in  honour  of  the 
deceased  Queen,  who  was  likened  to  the  goddesses  of 
heathen  najrthoiogy,  and  to  Judith,  Deborah,  and  all 
the  other  holy  women,  not  td  mention  the  saints  of 
the  Christian  dispensation.  It  cannot  be  concealed, 
that  when  the  first  burst  of  ffriof  was  over,  King  Rene 
eould  not  help  feeling  that  Margaret's  death  cut  a  poli- 
tical knot  which  he  might  have  otherwise  found  it  dif- 
fienlt  to  untie,  and  permitted  him  to  take  open  part  with 
hia  grandson,  so  far  indeed  as  to  afford  him  a  consid- 
erable share  of  the  contents  of  the  Proven^l  trea- 
sury, which  amounted  to  no  larger  sum  than  ten 
thousand  crowns.  Ferrand  having  received  the  bless- 
ing of  his  grandfather,  in  a  form  which  his  affairs 
rendered  most  important  to  him,  returned  to  the  reso- 
lutes  whom  he  commanded :  and  with  him,  after  a 
most  loTuig  farewell  to  Arthur,  went  the  stout  but 
simple-minaed  young  Swiss,  Sigismund  Biederman. 
The  little  court  of  Aix  were  left  to  their  mourning. 
Kin£[  Ren^  for  whom  ceremonial  and  show,  whether 
of  a  joyful  or  melancholy  character,  was  always  mat^ 
ter  of  importance,  would  willingly  have  bestowed  on 
Bolemniauig  the  obsequies  of  his  daughter  Margaret 


what  remained  of  his  revenue^  but  was  prevented 
from  doing  so.  partly  by  remonstrances  from  his  min- 
isters, partly  by  the  obstacles  opposed  by  the  young 
Englishman,  who,  acting  upon  the  presumed  will  of 
the  dead,  interfered  to  prevent  any  such  fantastic  ex- 
hibitions being  produced  at  the  obsequies  of  the 
Queen,  as  had  disgusted  her  daring  her  life. 

The  funeral,  therefore,  after  many  days  had  been 
spent  in  public  prayers,  and  acts  of  devotioa  was 
solemnized  with  the  mournful  magnificence  due  to 
the  birth  of  the  deceased,  and  with  which  the  church 
of  Rome  so  wdl  knows  now  to  afiect  at  once  tbe  eye, 
ear,  and  feelings. 

Amid  the  vanous  nobles  who  assisted  on  the  solemn 
occasion,  there  was  one  who  arrived  Just  as  the  tolling 
of  the  great  bells  of  St.  Sauveur  haa  announced  that 
the  procession  was  already  on  its  way  to  the  Cathedral. 
The  stranger  hastily  exchanged  his  travelling  dress 
for  a  suit  of  deep  mourning,  which  was  made  after  the 
fashion  proper  to  England.  So  attired,  he  repaired  to* 
the  Cathedral,  where  the  noble  mien  of  the  cavalier 
imposed  such  respect  on  the  attendants,  that  he  was 
permitted  to  approach  close  to  the  side  of  the  bier ; 
and  it  was  across  the  coffin  of  the  Queen  for  whom 
he  had  acted  and  suffered  so  much,  that  the  gallant 
Earl  of  Oxford  exchanged  a  melancholy  glance  with 
his  son.  The  assistants,  especially  the  English  ser- 
vants of  Margaret,  gazed  on  them  both  with  respect 
and  wonder,  and  the  elder  cavalier,  m  parucular. 
seemed  to  them  no  unapt  representative  of  the  faithful 
subjects  of  England,  paying  their  last  duty  at  the  tomb 
of  her  who  had  so  K)ng  swayed  the  sceptre,  if  not 
faultlessly,  yet  alwaya  with  a  bold  and  resolved  hand. 

The  last  sound  of  the  solemn  dirge  had  died  away, 
and  almost  all  the  funeral  attendants  had  retired,  what 
the  father  and  son  still  lingered  in  moumfiil  silence  be- 
side the  remains  of  their  Sovereign.  The  clergy  at 
length  approached,  and  intimated  they  were  about  to 
conclude  the  last  duties,  by  removing  the  body  which 
had  been  lately  occupied  and  animated  by  so  haughty 
and  restless  a  spirit  to  the  dust,  darkness  and  silence  of 
the  vault,  where  the  long-descended  Counts  of  Pro- 
vence awai ted  dissolution.  Six  pnests  raised  the  bier 
on  their  shoulders,  others  bore  huge  waxoi  torehes 
before  and  behind  the  body,  as  they  earned  it  down  a 
private  staircase  which  yawned  ra  the  floor  to  admit 
their  descent  The  last  notes  of  the  requiem,  in 
which  the  churehmen  joined,  had  died  away  alons  the 
high  and  fretted  archesof  the  CathedraL  the  last  flash 
ofnight  which  arose  firom  the  mouth  of  the  vault  had 
glimmered  and  diaappeared,  when  the  Earl  of  Oxfmd, 
taking  his  son  by  the  arm.  led  him  in  silence  forth  into 
a  small  cloiatered  court  behind  the  buikiiiw,  where  th«y 
found  themselves  alone.  They  were  silent  for  a  few 
minutes,  for  both,  and  particularly  the  father,  were 
deeply  affected.    At  length  the  Eari  spoke. 

'^And  this,  then,  is  her  end,"  said  he.  "Here,  royal 
lady,  all  that  we  have  planned  and  pledged  Mb  upon 
falls  to  pieces  with  thy  dissolution !  Tbe  heart  of 
resolution,  the  head  of  policy  is  gone ;  and  what 
avails  it  that  the  limbs  of  the  enterprise  still  have 
motion  and  Hfe'?  Alas,  Maigaret  of  Anjpu!  may 
Heaven  reward  thv  virtues,  and  absolve  thee  from 
the  consequence  ot  thine  errore !  Both  belonged  to 
thy  station,  and  if  thou  didst  hoist  too  high  a  sail 
in  prosperity,  never  lived  there  princess  who  defied 
more  proudly  the  storms  of  adversity,  or  bore  up 
against  them  with  such  dauntless  nobility  of  deter- 
mination. With  this  event  the  drama  has  dosed, 
and  our  parts,  my  son.  are  ended." 

"We  Dear  arms,  then,  against  the  infidels,  my 
lord  V  said  Arthur,  with  a  sigh  that  was,  however, 
hardly  audible. 

"Not,"  answered  the  Eirl,  "until  I  learn  that 
Henry  of  Richmond,  the  undoubted  heir  of  tbe 
house  of  Lancaster,  has  no  occasion  for  my  services. 
In  these  jewels,  of  which  you  ;Mrrote  me,  so  strangely 
lost  and  recovered,  I  may  be  able  to  supply  him  with 
resources  more  needful  than  either  your  services  or 
mine.  But  I  return  no  more  to  the  camp  of  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy ;  for  in  him  there  is  no  help." 

"Can  it  be  possible  that  the  power  of  so  great  a 
sovereign  has  been  overthrown  in  one  fatal  battle  1" 
said  Arthur. 
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"By  no  meansi"  replied  his  father.  "The  loss 
at  Oranson  was  very  great ;  but  to  the  strength  of 
Burgundy  it  is  but  a  scratch  on  the  shouldere  of  a 
j^ant  It  is  the  spirit  of  Charles  himself,  bis  wisdom 
at  least  and  his  foresight,  which  have  given  way 
under  the  mortification  of  a  defeat,  by  such  as  he 
accounted  inconsiderable  enemies,  and  expected  to 
.'have  trampled  down  wUh  a  ftw  squadrons  of  his 
men-at-arms.  Then  his  temper  is  become  froward, 
peevish,  and  arbitrary,  devoted  to  those  who  flatter, 
and,  as  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe,  betray 
him;  and  suspicious  of  those  counsellors  who  give 
him  wholesome  advice.  Even  I  have  had  my  share  of 
distrust.  Thou  itnowest  I  refused  to  bear  arms 
against  our  late  hosts  the  Swiss ;  and  he  saw  in  that 
no  reason  for  rejecting  my  attendance  on  his  march. 
But  since  the  defeat  of  Granson,  I  have  observed  a 
strong  and  sudden  change,  owing,  perhaps,  in  some 
degree  to  the  insinuations  of  Campo-basso,  and  not 
a  little  to  the  injured  pride  of  the  Duke,  who  was 
unwiliine  that  an  indifferent  person  in  my  situation, 
and  thinkinff  as  I  do,  should  witness  the  disgrace  of 
his  arms.  He  spoke  in  my  hearing  of  lukewarm 
friends,  cold-blooded  neutrals,— of  those  who,  not 
being  with  him,  must  be  against  him.  I  tell  thee. 
Arthur  de  Vere,  the  Duke  has  said  that  which  touched 
nay  honour  so  nearly,  that  nothing  but  the  commands 
ot  Queen  Margaret,  and  the  interests  of  the  House  of 
Lancaster,  could  have  made  me  remain  in  his  camp. 
That  is  over— My  royal  mistress  has  no  more  occa- 
Bion  for  my  poor  services— the  Duke  can  spare  no 
aid  to  our  cause — and  if  he  could,  we  can  no  longer 
dispose  of  the  only  bribe  which  might  have  induced 
htm  to  afford  us  succours.  The  jx>wer  of  second- 
ing his  views  on  Provence  is  buned  with  Margaret 
of  Aniou." 

"What,  then,  is  your  purpose?"  demanded  his  son. 

"I  propose,"  said  Oxford,  "  to  wait  at  the  court  of 
King  tien€  until  I  can  hear  from  the  Earl  of  Rich- 
mond, as  we  must  still  call  him.  I  am  aware  that 
banished  men  are  rarely  welcome  at  the  court  of  a 
foreign  prince;  but  I  have  been  the  faithful  follower 
of  his  daughter  Margaret  I  only  propose  to  reside  in 
disguise, ^nd  desire  neither  notice  nor  admittance ;  so 
roethinks  King  Ren6  will  not  refuse  to  permit  me  to 
braathe  the  air  of  his  dominions,  until  I  learn  in  what 
direction  fortune  or  duty  shall  call  me." 

**Be  assured  ho  will  not,"  answered  Arthur.  "  Ren6 
is  incapable  of  a  base  or  ignoble  thought ;  and  if  he 
could  despise  trifles  as  he  detests  dishonour,  he  might 
be  ranked  high  in  the  list  of  monarchs." 

.This  resolution  being  adopted,  the  son  presented 
his  father  at  King  Rene's  court,  whom  he  privately 
made  acquainted  that  he  was  a  man  of  quality,  and  a 
distinguished  Lancastrian.  The  good  King  would 
in  his  heart  have  preferred  a  guest  of  lighter  accom- 
plishments, and  gayer  temper,  to  Oxford,  a  statesman 
and  a  soldier  of  melancholy  and  grave  habits. '  The 
Earl  was  conscious  of  this,  and  seldom  troubled  his 
benevolent  and  light-hearted  host  with  his  presence. 
He  had,  however,  an  opportunity  of  rendering  the 
old  King  a  favour  of  peculiar  value.  This  was  in 
conducting  an  important  treaty  betwixt  RenC  and 
Louis  XI.  of  France,  his  nephew.  Upon  that  craAy 
monarch,  Ren6  finally  settled  his  orincipality,  for  the 
neoessity  of  extricating  his  afTairs  oy  such  a  measure 
was  now  apparent  even  to  himself  every  thought  of 
favouring  Charles  of  Burgundy  in  the  arrangement 
having  died  with  Qaeen  Mu*iKaret.  The  policy  and 
wisdom  of  the  English  Earl,  who  was  intrusted  with 
almost  the  sole  charge  of  this  secret  and  delicate 
measure,  were  of  the  utmost  advantage  to  good  King 
Renf,  who  was  freed  from  personal  and  pecuniary 
vexations,  and  enabled  to  go  piping  and  tabouring  to 
his  grave.  Louis  did  not  Tail  to  propitiate  the  pleni- 
potentiary, by  throwing  out  distant  hopes  of  aid  to 
the  efforts  of  the  Lancastrian  party  in  England.  A 
faint  and  insecure  negotiation  was  entered  into  upon 
the  subject ;  and  these  affairs,  which  rendered  two 
jqumeys  to  Paris  necessary  on  the  part  of  Oxford  and 
his  son,  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  the  yesr  1476, 
occupied  them  until  that  year  was  half  spent 

In  theraeaa  while,  the  wars  of  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy with  the  Swiss  Cantons  and  Count  Ferrand 


of  Lorraine,  oootioued  to  rage.  Before  nidsiuiaML 
1476,  Charles  had  assembled  a  new  army  of  at  IsMt 
sixty  thousand  men,  supported  by  one  nondisd  Mid 
fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  for  the  purpose  of  inviding 
Switzerland,  where  the  warlike  mountaioecnci^ 
levied  a  host  of  thirty  thousand  Switzera,  now  ac- 
counted almost  invincible,  and  called  upon  their  cos- 
federates,  the  Free  Cities  on  the  Rhine,  to  nvpon 
them  with  a  powerful  body  of  cavalry.  The  fint 
efforts  of  Charles  were  successAiL  He  overran  the 
Pays  de  Vaud,  and  recovered  most  of  the  plaes 
which  he  had  lost  after  the  defeat  st  Gransoo.  Bat 
instead  of  attempting  to  secure  a  welMefended  fin* 
tier^  or,  what  would  have  been  still  more  politic  to 
achieve  a  peace  upon  equitable  terms  with  hb  redoidK- 
able  neighbours,  this  most  obstinate  of  pnacai 
resumed  the  purpose  of  penetrating  into  the  iiiciSM 
of  the  Alpine  mountains,  and  chastising  the  nxNO- 
taineers  even  within  their  own  strongholda,  thoogk 
experience  misht  have  taught  him  the  danger,  tuj. 
de^ration,  ofthe  attempt  Thus  the  news  receiiM 
by  Oxford  and  his  son,  when  they  returned  to  Aii  ia 
midsummer,  was,  that  Duke  Charles  had  adrasceii 
to  Morat,  (or  Murten,)  situated  upon  a  lake  of  the 
same  na  me.  at  the  very  en  trance  of  Switzerland.  Hoe 
report  said,  that  Adrian  de  Bubenburg,  a  veieru 
knight  of  Berne,  commanded,  and  mamtaiaed  tbt 
most  obstinate  defence  in  expectation  of  the  rdef 
which  his  countrymen  were  hastily  aasemblixic. 

"  Alas,  my  old  brother-in-arms  !"  said  the  £ari  u 
his  son,  on  hearing  these  tidings^  "  this  town  besiesBi 
these  assaults  repelled,  this  vicinity  of  an  eoem^i 
country,  this  profound  lake,  these  inaccessihle  dia 
threaten  a  second  part  of  the  tragedy  of  Granaoa. 
more  calamitous  perhaps  than  even  the  former.*" 

On  the  last  week  of  July,  the  capital  of  Prorott 
was  agitated  by  one  of  those  unauthorized,  yet  gat 
erally  received  rumours,  whicii  transmit  great  earom 
with  incredible  swiftness,  as  an  apple  flung  ffoa 
hand  to  hand  by  a  number  of  people  will  pass  agiwa 
space  infinitely  faster  than  if  borne  by  the  most  nfd 
series  of  expresses.  The  report  announced  a  aeooei 
defeat  of  the  Burgundians,  in  terms  so  exaggenied, 
as  induced  the  Ean  of  Oxford  to  consider  tbiegrBiis 
part,  if  not  the  whole,  as  a  fabrication. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

And  M  the  hostile  tnop  amved. 

And  have  Ihej  woo  the  day  ^ 
It  mmt  liaTe  been  a  bloodj  field 

Ere  Oarvwit  fled  awar  i— Tte  Earkk 

Slesp  did  not  close  the  eyes  of  the  Eari  of  OM 
or  his  son ;  for  although  the  sacoess  or  defeat  of  tht 
Duke  of  Burgundy  oouid  not  now  be  of  importaace  n 
their  own  private  or  political  aiiaiia,  vet  the  &thcrid 
not  cease  to  interest  himself  in  the  fate  of  bia  fanm 
companiitn  in  arms ;  and  the  son,  with  the  fin  af 
youth  always  eager  after  novelty,*  expected  t|M 
something  to  advance  or  thwart  his  own  propMi 
every  remarkable  event  which  agitated  the  voiU 

Arthur  had  risen  from  his  bed,  and  was  ia  the  ar: 
of  attiring  himself,  when  the  tread  of  a  horae  un/d 
hi.)  attention.  He  had  no  sooner  looked  out  of  lb 
window,  than  exclaiming,  **New&  my&tha,  ae«> 
firum  the  army !"  he  rushed  into  the  street,  what  i 
cavalier,  who  appeared  to  have  ridden  very  haid,  n 
inquiring  for  the  two  Philipsons,  father  and  soo.  Hi 
had  no  difficulty  in  recogmzitig  Colvin,  the  maturf 
th  J  Burgundian  ordnance.  Wa  ghastly  look  bmw> 
distress  of  mind ;  his  disordered  array  aad  hobs 
armour,  which  seemed  rusted  with  rain,  or  mbsi 
with  blood,  gave  the  intelligence  of  some  affitjff 
which  he  had  probably  been  worated ;  and  aa  a* 
hausted  was  his  gallant  steed,  that  it  was  with  &^ 
culty  the  animal  could  stand  upright.  The  oooitf* 
of  the  rider  was  not  much  better.  When  be  ahftv 
from  his  horse  to  greet  Arthur,  he  reded  so  mocftlv 
he  would  have  fallen  without  instant  sivpal  v 
homy  eye  had  lost  the  power  of  specularioo ;  bisitf* 
possessed  imperfectly  that  of  motion,  and  itwaa*^ 
a  half  suffocated  voice  that  he  muttotd,  "Oalfba^ 
—want  of  rest  and  of  food." 

*  Cvpidiit  noTaran 
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Arthur  assisted  him  into  the  houses  and  refresh- 
ments were  procured ;  but  he  refused  all  except  a  bovrl 
of  wine,  after  tasting  which  he  sec  it  down,  and  look- 
iii£  at  the  Earl  of  Oxford  with  an  eye  of  tne  deepest 
•miction,  be  ejaculated  "The  Duke  of  Buivundy  I" 

"  Slain  r  replied  the  Earl ;  "  I  trast  notT' 

"It  might  have  been  better  if  he  wera"  said  the 
Eofdjahman :  "  but  dishonour  has  come  before  death." 

'defeated,  then  T  said  Oxford. 

"  So  completely  and  fearfully  defeated."  answered 
ibe  soldier^  ^'  that  all  that  I  have  seen  or  loss  before 
was  slight  m  comparieon." 

"But  how,  or  where?"  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford; 
"you  were  superior  in  numbers,  as  wo  were  in- 
formed." 

"Two  to  one  at  least,"  answered  Colvin;  "and 
when  I  speak  of  our  encounter  at  this  moment,  I 
couM  rend  my  flesh  with  my  teeth  for  being  here  to 
tell  iuch  a  tale  of  shame.   We  had  sat  down  for  about 
I  week  before  that  paltry  town  of  Murten,  or  Morat, 
>r  whatever  it  is  called.    The  governor,  one  of  those 
itubbom  mountain  beare  of  B^ne,  bade  us  defiance. 
He  would  not  even  condescend  to  shut  his  gates,  but 
irhen  we  summoned  the  town,  returned  for  answer, 
ira  might  enter  if  we  pleased.— we  should  bo  suitably 
received.    1  would  have  tried  to  bring  him  to  reason 
iy  a  salvo  or  two  of  artillery,  but  the  Duke  was  too 
much  irritated  to  listen  to  good  counsel.    Stimulated 
)y  that  black  traitor,  Campo-basso,  he  deemed  it  bet- 
ter to  run  forward  with  his  whole  force  upon  a  place, 
vhicb,  though  I  could  soon  have  battered  it  about 
heir  Qerman  ears,  was  yet  too  strong  to  be  carried 
>y  swords,  lancea,  and  hagbuts.    We  were  beaten  off 
vith  great  los&  and  much  discouragement  to  the 
nldiers.    We  then  commenced  more  regularly,  and 
ny  batteries  would  have  brought  these  mad  Switzen 
o  their  senses.    Walls  and  ramparts  went  down  be- 
bre  the  lusty  cannoneera  of  Buigundy ;  we  were  well 
lecured  also  by  intrenchments  against  those  whom 
ve  beard  of  as  approaching  to  raise  the  siege.    But 
m  (he  evening  of  the  twentieth  of  this  month,  we 
earned  that  tneywere  close  at  hand,  and  Charles, 
xinsulting  only  his  own  bold  spirit,  advanced  to  meet 
hem,  relmquishinf^  the  advantage  of  our  batteries 
ind  strong  position.    By  his  onieri^  though  against 
ny  own  judgment,  I  accompanied  niro  with  twenty 
PMd  pieces,  and  the  flower  of  my  people.    We  broke 
ip  on  the  next  morning,  and  had  not  advanced  far 
lefore  we  saw  the  lances  and  thick  array  of  halberds 
ind  two-handed  swords  which  crested  the  mountain. 
leaveiL  too,  added  its  terrors— a  thunder-storm,  with 
Jl  the  fury  of  those  tempestuous  climates,  descended 
n  both  armies,  but  did  most  annoyance  to  ours^  as 
»ur  troops,  especially  the  Italians,  were  more  sensible 
0  the  torrents  of  rain  which  poured  down,  and  the 
ivulets  which,  swelled  into  torrents,  inundated  and 
isordered  our  position.    The  Duke  for  once  saw  it 
lecessary  to  alter  his  purpose  of  instant  battle.    He 
ode  op  to  me,  and  directed  me  to  defend  with  the 
annonthe  retreat  which  be  was  about  to  commence, 
dding,  that  he  himself  would  in  person  sustain  me 
rith  the  men-at-arms.    The  order  was  given  to  re- 
reat  But  the  movemen t  gave  new  spirit  to  an  enemy 
ilready  sufficiently  audacioua    The  ranks  of  the 
Swiss  instantly  prostrated  themselves  in  prayer— a 
tractice  on  the  field  of  battle  which  I  have  ndiculed— 
»ut  I  will  do  ao  no  more.    When,  after  five  minutes, 
hey  sprung  again  on  their  feet,  and  began  to  advance 
apidly,  soundmg  their  horns  and  cryiiM  their  war 
nes  with  all  their  usual  fierocity— behold,  my  lord, 
he  clouds  of  heaven  opened,  shedding  on  the  con- 
bderates  the  blessed  light  of  the  retummg  sun,  while 
lur  ranks  were  still  in  theeloom  of  the  tempest.   My 
sen  were  discouraged.    The  host  behind  them  was 
Btreating :  the  sudden  light  thrown  on  the  advancing 
Jwitxere  showed  along  the  mountains  a  profusion  of 
lanners,  a  glancing  of  arms,  giving  to  the  enemy  the 
ippearance  of  double  the  numbere  that  had  hitherto 
teen  visible  to  us.    I  exhorted  my  Ibllowere  to  stand 
aat,  but  in  doing  so  I  thought  a  thouaht,  and  spoke  a 
rotd,  which  was  a  grievous  sin.    'Stand  fast,  my 
trave  cannoneers,*  I  said,  '  we  will  presently  let  thein 
lear  louder  thunders,  and  show  them  more  fatal 
igfatnings,  than  their  prayers  have  put  down  I'— My 
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men  shouted— But  it  was  an  impious  thought— a  blas- 
phemous speech— and  evil  came  after  it.  We  levelled 
our  guns  on  the  advancing  masses  as  fairly  as  cannoit 
were  ever  pointed— I  cah  vouch  it.  for  I  laid  the  Grand 
Duchess  of  Burgundy  myself— Ah,  poor  Duchess ! 
what  rude  hands  manage  thee  now  I— The  volley  was 
fired,  and  ere  the  smoke  spread  from  the  muzzles,  I 
could  see  many  a  man,  and  many  a  banner  go  down. 
It  was  natural  to  think  «tcfa  a  discharge  should  have 
checked  the  attack,  and  whilst  the  smoke  hid  the 
enemy  from  us,  I  made  every  effort  again  to  load  our 
cannon,  and  anxiously  endeavoured  to  look  through 
the  mist  to  discover  the  state  of  our  opponents.  But 
ere  our  smoke  was  cleared  away,  or  the  cannon  again 
loaded,  they  came  headlong  down  on  ua,  hoTse  and 
foot,  old  men  and  boys,  men-at-arms  and  varlets, 
charging  up  to  the  muzzle  of  the  gun&  and  over  them, 
with  total  disregard  to  their  lives,  ny  brav»  fellows 
were  cut  down,  pierced  through,  and  overrun,  while 
they  were  again  loading  their  pieces,  nor  do  I  oeiieve 
that  a  single  cannon  was  fired  a  second  time." 

"And  the  Dukel"  said  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  "  did  he 
not  support  you  1" 

"Most  loyally  and  bravely,"  answered  Colvin, 
"with  bis  own  body  guard  of  Walloons  and  Burgun- 
dians.  But  a  thousand  ItaUan  mercenaries  went  off, 
and  never  showed  face  again.  The  pass,  too,  was 
cumbered  with  the  artillery,  and  in  itself  narrow,  bor- 
dering on  mountains  and  cliffs,  a  deep  lake  dose 
beside.  In  short,  it  was  a  place  totaOy  unfit  for 
horsemen  to  act  m.  In  spite  of  the  Duke's  utmost 
exertions,  and  those  of  the  gallant  Flemings  who 
fought  around  him,  all  .were  borne  back  m  coipplete 
disorder.  I  was  on  foot,  fighting  as  I  could,  without 
hopes  of  my  life|  or  indeed  tiougnts  of  saving  it,  when 
I  saw  the  guns  taken  and  my  faithful  cannoneera  slain. 
But  1  saw  Duke  Charles  hard  pressed,  and  took  my 
horse  from  my  pa^e  that  heldT  him— Thou,  too,  art 
lost,  my  poor  orpRan  boy !— I  could  only  aid  Mon- 
seigneur  de  la  Croye  and  othere  to  extricate  the  Duke. 
Our  defeat  became  a  total  rout,  and  when  we  reached 
our  rear-guard,  which  we  had  left  strongly  encamped, 
the  bannen  of  the  Switzere  were  waving  on  our  bat- 
teries, for  a  large  division  had  made  a  circuit  through 
mountain  passes  known  only  to  themselves,  and 
attacked  our  camp,  vigorouriy  seconded  by  that  ac- 
cursed Adrian  de  Bubenburg,  who  sallied  from  the 
beleaguered  town^  so  that  our  entrenchments  were 
stormed  on  both  odes  at  once.- 1  have  more  to  say, 
but  having  ridden  day  and  night  to  bring  you  these 
evil  tidings,  my  tongue  clings  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth, 
and  I  feel  that  I  can  apeak  no  more.  The  rest  is  all 
flight  and  massacre^  disgraceful  to  every  soldier  that 
shared  in  it.  For  my  part,  I  confess  my  contume- 
lious self-confidence  and  insolence  to  man,  as  well 
as  blasphemy  to  Heaven.  If  I  Uve,  it  is  but  to  hide 
my  diagraoed  head  in  a  cowl,  and  expiate  the  numer- 
ous sins  of  a  licentious  life." 

With  difficulty  the  broken-minded  soldier  was 
prevailed  upon  to  take  some  nourishment  and  repose^ 
together  with  an  opiate,  which  was  prescribed  by  the 
physician  of  King  Ren6,  who  recommended  it  as 
necessary  to  preeerve  even  the  reason  of  his  patient, 
exhausted  by  the  events  of  thebattle,  and  subsequent 
fatigue. 

The  Eari  of  Oxford,  dismissing  other,  asastanoe, 
watched  alternately  with  his  son  at  Colvm'a  bedside. 
Notwithstanding  the  draught  that  had  been  admin- 
ista:ed,  his  repose  was  tar  from  aound.  Sudden 
starti^  the  perspiration  which  started  6rpm  his  brow, 
the  distortions  of  his  countenance,  and  the  manner 
in  which  he  clenched  his  fists  and  flung  about  hJM 
limbs,  showed  that  in  his  dreams  be  was  again 
encountering  the  terrore  of  a  desperate  and  fonom 
combat.  This  lasted  for  several  h<mni  bat  about 
noon  fatigue  and  medicine  prevailed  over  nervous 
excitation,  and  the  defeated  commander  fell  mto  a 
deep  and  untroubled  repose  till  evening.  About  sun- 
set he  awakened,  and,  after  learning  with  whom  and 
where  he  was,  he  partook  of  refreahments,  and  with- 
out any  apparent  consciousness  of  having  told  thein 
before,  detailed  once  more  all  the  paTUculan  of  the 

battle  of  Murten.  ,  .. ,        .  ^.  „        ,    , 

"  It  were  little  wide oif  truth,"  be  saut^  "to  calcuUte 
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that  one  half  of  ihe  Diike*a  army  feil  by  the  sword,  or 
were  drivea  into  ihe  lake.  Thoee  who  escaped  are 
sreat  part  of  ihem  scattered,  never  again  to  unite. 
Such  a  desperate  and  irretrievable  rout  waa  never 
witneaeed.  We  fled  like  deer,  aheep,  or  any  other 
timid  animals^  which  only  remain  m  company  be- 
cauae  they  are  afraid  to  separate,  but  never  tmnk  of 
order  or  of  defence."  .    „    .    ,^  ,    . 

^And  the  Duke  T '  said  tlM  Earl  of  Oxford. 
"  We  hurried  him  with  us,"  said  the  soldier,  '  rath- 
er from  instinct  than  loyalty,  as  men  flymg  from  a 
conflagration  snatch  up  what  they  have  of  value, 
without  knowing  what  thejr  aredmog.  Knight  and 
knave,  officer  and  soldier,  fled  in  the  same  ranic,  and 
each  blast  of  the  horn  of  Un  m  our  rear  added  new 
wings  to  our  flight"  ,  ^  ,    , 

"  And  the  Dile  7"  repeated  Oxford. 
"  At  first  he  resisted  our  efforts,  and  strove  to  turn 
back  on  the  foe ;  but  when  the  flight  became  general, 
he  galloped  along  with  ua,  without  a  word  spoken  or  a 
com mand  issuecL  At  first  we  thought  his  silence  and 
passivenesa,  so  unusual  in  a  temper  ao  fiery,  were 
fortunate  for  securing  his  personal  safety.  But  when 
we  rode  the  whole  day,  without  being  able  to  obtain 
a  word  of  reply  to  all  our  queaiions,— when  he  sternly 
refused  refreshments  of  every  kind,  though  he  had 
tasted  no  Ibod  all  that  diaastrous  day,— when  every 
variation  of  hia  moody  and  uncertam  temper  was  sunk 
into  silent  and  sullen  despair,  we  took  counsel  what 
was  to  be  done,  and  it  was  by  the  general  voice  that 
I  was  despatched  to  en  treat  that  you,  for  whose  coun- 
sels alone  Charles  has  been  known  to  have  bad  some 
occasional  deference,  would  come  instantly  to  hui 
place  of  retreat,  and  exertaU  your  influence  to  awaken 
hira  from  this  lethargy,  %wch  may  otherwise  termi* 
nate  his  existence."  «„     • .  ^  r  _j 

"  And  what  remedy  can  I  mteipov  T.  said  Oxiotd. 
"  You  know  how  be  neglected  «|[  advice,  when  fol- 
Ittwing  it  might  have  served  my  interest  as  well  as 
his  own.  You  are  aware  that  my  life  was  not  safe 
amoog  the  miscreants  that  surrounded  th^  Ouke,  and 
exercised  ioAuenee  over  him."        .^,      ^    ,     ^ 

"  Most  true,"  answered  Colvm  ]  "  but  I  also  kMuv 
he  is  your  ancient  oompanioB-in«arms,  and  it  wmnd 
ill  become  me  to  teach  the  noble  Earl  of  Oxford  what 
the  laws  of  chivalry  require.  For  your  lordships 
safety,  every  honest  man  in  the  army  wUl  give  wiU- 
inflT  socuntv. 

^  It  is  for  that  I  care  least,"  said  Oxford,  indifier- 
ently  ;  "  and  if  indeed  my  presence  can  be  of  service 
to  the  Duke,->if  I  could  believe  that  he  desired  it;  — 7- 
''  He  doea— he  does,  my  brd  Y*  said  the  faithful 
Bokiier,  with  tears  in  his  eyes^  *'  We  heard  him  luime 
your  name,  as  if  the  words  escaped  him  in  a  painful 
dream." 

*'  I  will  go  to  him,  such  being  the  case,"  said  Ox- 
ford.—" I  will  go  instant^.  Where  did  he  purpose  to 
establish  his  head-quarters?"  ,  , 

"  He  had  fixed  nothing  for  himself  on  that  or  other 
matters:  but  Monsieur  deContay  named  La  Rivioe, 
near  Salins,  in  Upper  Burgundy,  as  the  place  of  his 
retreat"  .  .     „  . 

"  Thither,  then,  wHI'We,  my  soil,  with  all  haaie  of 
preparation.  Thou,  Cwin,  hadst  better  remain  here, 
and  see  some  holy  man.  to  be  assoilzied  for  thy  hasty 
speech  en  the  battle  -field  of  Morat.  There  was  oflence 
in  ic  vrichout  doubt,  but  it  will  be  ill  atoned  for  by 
quitting  a  generoua  master  when  he  hath  most  need 
of  your  good  servive;  and  it  is  but  an  act  of  coward- 
ioe  to  retreat  into  the  cloister,  till  we  have  no  longer 
aetive  duties  10  perform  in  this  world." 

"  It  is  true,**  said  Colvia,  "that  should  I  leave  the 
Duke  now.  perhaps  not  a  man  would  stay  behind  that 
oonU  stall  a  caanon  properly.  The  sight  of  your 
lordship  cannqt  but  operate  fovouiably  on  my  noble 
master,  since  it  hss  waked  the  old  soldier  in  myseIC 
If  your  k>rdship  oan  delay  your  journey  till  to-mor- 
row, I  win  have  my  spiritual  ^hirs  settled,  and  my 
bodily  health  suflSciently  restored,  to  be  your  gmde  to 
La  Riviere ;  and,  Ibr  the  aoister,  I  will  thtiik  of  it 
when  I  have  regained  tbe  good  name  which  I  have  lost 
■jtMorten.  But  I  will  have  masses  said,  and  these 
runt  poweiful,  for  the  souls  of  my  poor  cannwieerB." 
mie  vnpoM  of  Colvia  was  adopted,  and  Oxford. 
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with  his  son,  attended  by  Thiebanlt,  spent  the dayn 
preparation,  exoeptinc  the  ume  neoeosary  to  tike 
formal  leave  of  King  Rend,  who  seeoMd  10  pan  vdk 
them  with  regret  In  company  with  tfaeofdoaoce 
oflicer  of  the  discomfited  Duke,  they  traversed  tbom 
parts  of  Provence.  Dauphin^,  and  Pnocfae  Oampfi, 
which  lie  between  Aix  and  the  place  to  wbchifet 
Duke  of  Burgundy  bad  retreated ;  tmt  tbe^daiaacs 
and  inconvenience  of  so  tong  a  route  oonsoiDed  more 
than  a  fortnight  on  the  road,  and  tneoMmtB  ^fJa^ 
1476  waa  oommenoed,  when  the  trajeileraamvalB 
Upper  Burgundy,  and  at  the  Castle  of  La  Riv*Bie,absel 
twenty  mikas  to  the  aouth-of  the  town  of  Sauna.   Tbe 
caatle,  which  was  but  of  smaU  aixe,  was  SBnoanded 
by  very  many  tents,  which  were  pitched  m  a  ovm- 
od, disordered,  and  unaoldieilike  naacoer,  veryantte 
ihedisciphne  usually  observed  in  the  campof  Cuni 
the  BoldT  That  the  Duke  was  pre^nt  thm  b^ 
ever,  was  attested  by  his  broad  bndiier,  ^Kh,  m 
with  all  its  quarterings,  stieamed  from  the  natite' 
menta  of  the  caatle.    The  guard  turnedout  lo  neane 
the  strangers,  hot  in  a  meaner  ao  diaoiderlv,  that  lai 
Earl  looked  to  Colvin  for  explanation.    The  anfla 
of  the  ordnance  ahragged  up  his  shoaldem,  and  «« 

Ck>lvin  having  aent  in  notice  oT  bia  amval,  aai 

that  of  the  English  Eart  Monsieur  de  ^^ontkff^d 

them  presently  to  be  admitted,  mad  expieased  naa 

joy  at  their  amval.  ^  ,    ^  _ 

"  A  few  of  us,"  he  said,  "  true  aervmnta  of  the  Dikt 

are  holding  council  here,  at  which  your  aaisniiffi,  mf 
noble  L<wrd  of  Oxford,  will  be  of  tbe  ntmoat  iidma- 
ance.    Messieurs  De  la  Croye,  De  Craoo,  Saken- 

Ki^  and  others,  nobles  of  Burgundy,  are  now  aas» 
led  to  suDeriatend  the  defienoe  of  tbe  country  at  m 
exigence.     • 

They  all  expressed  delight  to  see  the  Bart  d 
Oxford,  and  baa  only  abstained  from  tfamatioKiMS 
attentions  on  him  the  last  time  he  was  in  the  Doui 
camp,  aa  they  understood  it  was  hia  wish  to  obtfn 
incognito.  .    . 

"His  Grace,"  said  De  Craon.  "  baa  aakcd  afteraa 
twice,  on  both  timea  by  your  aasamed  nameef  rb- 
lipson."  ,  ,,     ^ 

"  I  wonder  not  at  that,  my  Lord  of  Craoo,"  wpW 
the  English  nobleman ;  *'  the  origin  of  the  name  i» 
ita  rise  in  former  days,  when  I  was  hen  duiiog  m 
first  exile.  It  waa  then  said,  tbat  we  poor  Lanraiini 
nobles  must  assume  other  names  than  our  owa,  na 
the  good  Duke  PhiUp  eaid.  as  I  was  brothsr-B-sna 
to  ma  son  Charlea  I  must  be  called  after  himsdCh 
the  name  of  Philipeon.  In  meoMMT  of  the  gm 
sovereign,  I  took  that  name  vrfaeo  the  day  olmd 
actually  arrived,  and  I  see  that  tbe  Doke  tfainua 
our  early  intimaey  by  his  distinguishing  me  so.— B«s 
fores  his  Grace  1 

The  Burgundiana  looked  at  escb  other,  and  ib> 
was  a  pansa 

"  Even  like  a  man  atunned,  brave  Oxibid,*'  atbsfi 
De  Contay  replied.  "  Sieur  d'Aznentin,  yea  as 
best  inform  the  noble  Earl  ef  tbe  oondiiioaofoa 
soverdgn." 

"  He  is  like  a  man  distracted,"  said  the 

torian  of  that  busy  period.  "Alter  the  battle  of  < 
son,  he  was  never,  to  my  thinking,  of  the  same  1 
judgment  as  befora  But  then,  be  wascapfioM 
unreaaonable,  peremptory,  and  ineonsisieDt,  tp^J^ 
sented  every  counsel  that  was  oflered,  as  if  it  M 
been  meant  in  insult ;  waa  iealous  of  the  lestf  bw* 

Ease  in  point  of  oeremonisi,  as  if  his  sobieeti  ^ 
olding  him  in  contempt  Now  there  i^  >  '"^ 
change,  as  if  this  second  blow  had  stunned  turn,  m 
suppreseed  the  violent  paasiona  which  the  fint  aM 
into  action.  He  is  silent  as  a  Carthnatan,  ■oG^  ? 
a  hermit,  expresses  interest  in  nothing,  bstf  dm 
in  the  guidance  of  his  army.  He  waa^  jtm  kaov. 
anxious  about  his  dreaa  ;  ao  mocb  so,  tluit  thne  «■ 
some  affectation  even  in  tbe  rudenesses  wbei  ■ 
practised  in  that  matter.  But,  vra's  me^  you  vdt« 
a  change  now ;  he  will  not  auner  his  hair  or  si^* 
be  trimmed  or  arranged.  He  ia  totally  heedktfs 
respect  or  disrespect  towarda  him,  ukes  ftnle  m  9 
nourishment,  uses  strong  wines,  whieb,  hovrMr* 
not  seem  to  afiect  his  inidevstnnding;  hewilktf 
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■cfainir  of  war  or  ttate  afflurt,  as  little  df  hunting  or 
sport.  Suppose  an  anchorite  brought  ttcm  a  oeli 
BOTcm  a  kinjyloBa,  you  see  him,  except  in  point 
dsvotiuu,  a  piclitre  of  the  Hery  active  Charles  of 

'^oa  speak  of  a  mind  deeply  wounded,  Sisur  d' Ar- 
eun/'  replied  the  Elaglishman.  "  Think  you  it  fit  I 
ould  oraeent  myself  before  the  Duke  V* 
**  I  witi  inquire,"  ssid  Contay }  and  leafing  the 
anment,  returned  presently,  and  made  a  sign  to  the 
irl  to  follow  him. 

In  a  cabinet,  or  etoeet,  the  unfortunate  Charles 
Mined  in  a  larp^  arm-ehsir,  his  leg  carelessly 
retched  on  a  footstool,  but  so  changed  that  the  Earl 
Oxford  could  have  believed  what  ne  saw  to  be  the 
lost  of  the  once  fiery  Duke.  Indeed,  the  shaggy 
ngth  of  hair  which,  streaming  from  his  head,  mingled 
ith  his  beard ;  the  hollownessof  the  caverns,  st  the 
»ttom  of  which  rolled  his  wild  eyes ;  the  falling  in 
'  the  breast,  and  the  advance  of  the  shoulders,  gave 
e  ahastly  optpearance  of  one  who  has  sufierea  the 
lal  agony  which  takes  from  mortality  the  signs  of 
fe  and  energy.  His  very  costume  (a  cloak  flung 
osely  over  nim)  increased  his  resemblance  to  a 
irouded  phantom.  De  Contay  named  the  Earl  of 
Kft»rd ;  but  the  Duke  gazed  on  him  with  a  lustreless 
ne,  and  gave  him  no  answer. 
"  Speak  to  him,  brave  Oxford,"  said  the  Burgun- 
ian  in  a  whisper ;  "  he  is  even  worse  thsn  usual,  but 
srbape  he  may  know  your  voice." 
Never,  when  the  Diike  of  Burgundv  waa  in  the 
lost  palmy  state  of  his  fortunes,  did  the  noble  Eng- 
lishman kneel  to  hiss  bis  hand  with  such  sincere  re- 
erence.  He  respected  in  him,  not  only  the  afflicted 
riend,  but  the  humbled  sovereign,  upon  whose  tower 
f  trust  the  lightning  had  so  recently  broken.  It  was 
tobably  the  falling  of  a  tear  upon  his  hand  which 
eemed  to  awake  the  Duke's  attention,  for  he  looked 
awards  the  Eari,  and  said,  "Oxford— Philipson—m^ 
Id^my  only  friend,  hast  thou  found  me  out  in  this 
etrest  of  shame  and  misery  1"  ,  , ,,  ..^,  , 
"I  am  not  your  Only  friend,  my  lord,"  said  Oxford. 
'  Heaven  has  given  you  many  affectionate  fnends 
imong  yonr  natural  and  toyal  subjects.  But  though 
I  stranger,  snd  saving  the  allegiance  I  owe  to  my 
awfiil  sovereign,  I  will  yield  to  none  of  them  in  the  re- 
peet  and  deference  which  I  have  paid  to  your  Grace 
n  prosperity,  and  now  come  to  render  to  you  in  ad- 

^ersitv  " 

"Adversity  indeed!"  said  the  Duke;  "irremediable 
Dtolcrable  adversity  *  I  was  lately  Charles  of  Bur- 
fimdy,  called  the  Bold— now  am  I  twice  beaten  by  a 
icum  of  German  peasants;  my  standard  taken,  my 
nen-at-arms  put  to  flight,  my  camp  twice  pltindered, 
ind  each  time  of  value  more  than  eoual  to  the  pncc 
►f  all  Switzerland  fairly  lost ;  myself  hunted  like  a 
raitiff  goat  or  chamois— The  utmost  spite  of  hell 
»uld  never  accumulate  more  shame  on  the  head  of  a 

lovsreQ^ !"  ,  __^    ,  ..  •   . 

"  On  the  contrary,  my  lord,"  said  Oxford,  It  is  a 
rial  of  Heaven,  which  colls  for  patience  and  strcnRth 
>f  mind.  The  bravest  and  best  knight  may  lose  the 
laddle;  he  ia  but  a  laggard  who  lies  rolling  on  the 
)and  of  the  fists  after  the  accident  has  chanced." 

"Ha.  laggaid,  sayst  thoul"  said  the  Duke,  some 
wrtof  his  ancient  spirit  awakened  by  the  broad  taunt : 
'Leave  my  presence  sir,  and  return  to  it  no  more,  till 
Wi  are  summoned  thither** — ; —    .  _ 

"Which  I  trust  will  be  no  later  than  vour  Grace 
lotts  your  dishabille,  and  disposes  yourself  to  see  your 
rassals  and  friends  with  such  ceremony  as  befits  you 
ind  them,"  said  the  Earl  composedly. 

"How  mean  you  by  that.  Sir  Earn  You  are  un- 
nannerly."  .... 

"  If  I  be,  my  lord,  I  am  taught  my  ill  breeding  by 
^rcumstanoes.  I  can  mourn  over  fallen  dignity ;  but 
I  cannot  honour  him  who  dishonours  himself,  by 
lending,  like  a  regardless  boy,  beneath  the  scourge  of 
wil  fortune."  ...  ,  ^, 

"And  who  sm  I  that  you  should  term  me  suchT 
Mid  Charies,  starting  up  in  all  his  natural  pride  and 
ferocity  i  "or  who  are  you  but  a  miserable  exile,  that 
ran  should  break  in  upon  my  privacy  wiih  such  dis- 
respectful upbraiding?*' 


"For  ma"  lephed  Oxfind,  '*  I  am,  as  you  say.  ah 
unrespected  exile ;  nor  am  I  ashamed  of  my  condition, 
since  unshaken  loyalty  to  my  King  and  his  successors 
has  brought  me  to  it.  But  in  you,  can  I  recognise 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy  in  a  sullen  hermit,  whose 

guards  aie  a  disoraeriy  soldiery,  dreadful  only  to  their 
lends ;  whose  councils  are  in  confusion  for  want  of 
their  sovereign,  and  who  himself  lurks  like  a  lamed 
wolf  in  its  den,  in  an  obscure  castle,  waiting  but  a 
blast  of  the  Switzer's  horn  to  fling  open  iui  gates, 
which  there  are  none  to  defend ;  who  weara  iiot  a 
knightly  sword  to  protect  his  person,  and  cannot  even 
die  like  a  stag  at  bay,  bttt  must  be  worried  like  a 
hunted  fox  T* 

"Death  and  hell,  slanderous  traitor  I"  thundered  the 
Duke,  glancing  a  look  at  his  side,  and  oerceiving  him- 
self without  a  weapon.— "It  is  well  for  thee  I  have 
no  sword,  or  thou  snouldst  never  boast  of  thine 
insolence  gomg  unpunished.— Contay,  step  forth  like 
a  good  knight,  and  confute  the  calumniator.  Say,  are 
not  my  soldiera  arrayed,  disciplined,  and  in  order  t" 

"  My  lord,"  aaid  Contay,  tremblingCbrave  as  he  was 
in  battle)  at  the  frantic  rage  which  Charles  exhibited, 
"  there  sre  a  numerous  soldiery  yet  under  your  com* 
mand,  bm  they  are  in  evil  order,  and  in  worse  disci- 
pline I  think,  than  they  were  wont." 

"I  see  it— I  see  it;"  saki  the  Duke;  "klle  and  evil 
connsellora  are  ve  all.— Hearken,  Sir  of  Contay;  what 
have  you  and  the  rest  of  you  been  doing,  hoiaing  as 
you  do  large  lands  and  high  fiefs  of  us,  that  I  cannot 
stretch  my  limbs  on  s  sick-bed,  when  mv  heart  is  half 
broken,  but  my  troops  must  fall  into  sucn  scandalous 
disorder  as  exposes  me  to  the  scorn  snd  reproach  of 
each  beRgarly  foreigner  1" 

"My  lord,  replied  Contay,  more  firmly,  "we  have 
done  what  we  could.  But  your  Grace  has  accustomed 
your  mercenary  generals,  and  leaden  of  Pree  Compa- 
nies, to  take  their  ordere  only  from  your  own  mouth, 
or  hand.  They  clamour  also  for  pay,  and  the  trea- 
surer refuses  to  issue  it  without  your  Grace's  order,  as 
he  alleges  it  might  cost  him  his  head :  and  they  will 
not  be  guided  and  reatrained,  either  by  us  or  those 
who  compose  your  council." 

The  Duke  laughed  sternly,  but  was  evidently  some- 
what pleased  with  the  reply. 

"  Ha,  ha !"  he  said,  "  u  is  only  Burgundy  who  can 
ride  his  own  wild  horses,  and  rule  his  own  wild  sol- 
diery. Hsrk  thee,  Contay— To-morrow  I  ride  forth  to 
review  the  troops— for  what  disorder  has  passed,  al- 
lowance shall  be  made.  Pay  also  shall  be  issued— 
but  wo  to  those  who  shall  have  oflfended  too  deeply ! 
Let  my  grooms  of  the  chamber  know  to  provide  me 
fitting  dress  and  arms.  I  have  got  a  lesson  (|;lancmg 
a  dan  look  at  Oxford,)  and  1  will  not  again  be  m- 
sultM  without  the  means  of  wreaking  my  vengeance. 
Begone,  both  of  you.  And,  Contay,  send  the  trea- 
surer hither  with  his  accounts,  and  wo  to  his  soul  if 
I  find  aught  to  complain  of!  Begone,  I  say,  and  send 
him  hither."  .  .       .    , ,      .   . 

They  left  the  apartment  With  suitable  obeisance. 
As  they  retired,  the  Duke  said,  abruptly,  "Lord  of 
Oxford,  a  word  with  you.  Where  did  you  study  medi- 
cine? In  your  own  ismed  university,  I  suppose.  Thy 
physic  hath  wrought  a  wonder.  Yet,  Doctor  Pnilip- 
son.  it  might  have  cost  thee  thy  life."  . .  ^  ^    . 

"I  have  ever  thought  my  life  cheap,''  said  Oxford, 
"  when  the  object  was  to  hcjp  my  mend. 

"Thou  art  indeed  a  friend,"  said  CharleiL  "and  a 
fearless  one.  But  go— I  have  been  sore  troubled,  and 
thou  hast  lasked  my  temper  closely.  To-morrow  we 
will  speak  further ;  mean  Ume,  I  forgive  thee,  and  1 

The  Eari  of  Oxford  retired  to  theCouncil-hkll,  where 
the  Burgundian  nobility,  aware  of  what  had  passed, 
crowded  around  him  with  thanks,  compliments,  and 
congratulations.  A  general  bustle  now  ensued ;  ordere 
were  hurried  ofl"  in  every  direction.  Those  offices 
who  had  duties  to  perform  which  had  been  neglected, 
hastened  to  conceal  or  to  atone  for  their  negligence. 
There  was  a  general  tumult  in  the  camp,  but  it  was  a 
tumult  of  joy ;  for  soldiers  are  always  most  plea^ 
when  they  are  best  in  order  for  performing  their  roiU- 
tnry  service;  and  license  or  inacuvity, However  ac- 
cept nblc  at  tiinep,  are  not,  when  continued,  so  agree- 
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Me  to  their  DAtun,  m  Wiict  discipline  and  a  prospect 

""^The^SSS^.  who  was,  luckily  for  him.  a  man  of 
Wi»  and  method,  having  been  two  houra  m  .^[^vate 
wSh  the  Duke,  retoraed  with  looks  of  wonder,  and 
^fes«&,th;t  never,  in  Charies'a  most  l?roij{«oM 
awaThaif  he  showed  himself  more  acute  m  the  de- 
SStment  of  finance,  of  whidi  he  ha^  but  that  mora- 
ss seemed  totally  incapable;  and  the  meni  wy 
nniversally  attributed  to  the  viat  of  Lord  Oxford, 
whose  tiniely  reprimand  had,  Uke  the  shot  of  a  cannon 
dispersing  foul  mists,  awakened  the  Duke  from  his 
black  and  bUions  melancholy.  . 

On  the  following  day,  Charles  reviewed  bis  troojs 
with  his  usual  altenuon,  directed  new  levies,  made 
various  dispositions  of  his  forces,  and  corrected  the 
faults  of  their  discipline  by  severe  orders,  which  were 
enforced  by  some  deserved  punishments,  (of  which 
the  luliau  mercenaries  of  Campo-basso  had  a  large 
share,)  and  rendered  palatable  by  the  payment  of  ar- 
rears, which  was  calculated  to  attach  them  to  tbe 
■tandard  under  which  they  served.  ^„„«:i 

The  Duke  abo,  after  consulung  with  his  opuncU, 
agreed  to  convoke  meetings  of  the  States  in  his  dil- 
ferent  territories,  redress  .certain  popular  gncvanc^ 
and  grant  some  boons  which  he  had  hitherto  denied  j 
and  thus  began  lo  open  a  new  accoimt  of  popiuanty 
with  his  su^ts,  in  place  of  that  which  his  rashness 
had  exhausted. 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 

—  He»*»  a  weapon  now.  .    .  ^  _., 
Shall  iliake  a  eoaqnannff  ceneral  iif  nu  tent. 
A  monarch  on  bit  throne,  or  reach  a  prelate, 
However  holy  be  hie  offloee. 
E'en  while  he  eerree the  altar- OM  Ptay. 


PaoM  this  time  all  was  activity  m  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy's court  and  army.  Money  was  coUected, 
Soldiera  were  levied,  and  certain  news  of  the  confed- 
erates' motions  only  were  wanting  to  bring  on  tnc 
campaign.  But  althoujgh  Charles  was.  to  all  out- 
waid  appearance,  as  active  as  ever,  yet  those  wlio 
were  more  immediately  about  his  person  were  of 
opinion  that  he  did  not  display  the  wundness  of  mind. 
or  the  energy  of  judgment,  which  had  been  admired 
in  him  before  these  calamities.  He  was  still  liable  to 
fits  of  moody  melancholy,  similar  to  those  which  de- 
scended upon  Saul,  and  was  vehemently  funous  when 
aroused  out  of  them.  Indeed,  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
himself  seemed  to  have  lost  the  power  which  he  had 
exercised  over  him  at  first.  Nay,  though  m  general 
Charles  was  both  gntefiil  and  affectionate  towards 
him,  he  evidently  felt  humbled  by  the  rMollection  of 
his  having  witnessed  his  impotent  and  disastrous 
condition,  and  was  so  much  afraid  of  Lord  Oxford 
being  supposed  to  lead  his  counsels,  that  he  often 
repeUed  bis  advice,  merely,  as  it  seemed,  to  show  his 
own  independence  of  mind. 

In  these  froward  humours,  the  Duke  was  much  en- 
couraged by  Campo-basso.  That  wily  traitor  now 
eaw  his  master's  anaire  tottering  to  their  foil,  and  he 
resolved  to  lend  his  lever  to  the  work,  so  as  to  entitle 
him  to  a  share  of  the  spoil.  He  regarded  Oxford  as 
one  of  the  most  able  friends  and  counsellore  who  ad- 
hered to  the  Duke ;  he  thought  he  saw  in  his  looks  that 
he  fothomed  his  own  treacherous  purposfs,  and  there- 
fore he  hated  and  feared  him.  Bandes,  in  order  per- 
haps to  colour  over,  even  to  hw  own  eyes,the  abomin- 
able perfidy  he  meditated,  he  affected  to  be  exceedingly 
enraged  against  the  Duke  for  the  late  punishment  of 
marauders  belonging  to  his  Italian  bands.  He  be- 
lieved that  chastisement  to  have  been  inflicted  by  the 
advice  of  Oxford ;  and  he  suspected  that  the  measure 
was  pressed  with  the  hope  of  discovering  that  the 
Italians  had  not  pillaf^ed  for  their  own  emolument 
only,  but  for  that  of  their  commander.  Believing  that 
Oxford  was  thus  hostile  to  him.  Campo-basso  would 
have  speedily  found  means  to  take  him  out  of  his  path, 
had  not  the  Earl  himself  found  it  prudent  to  observe 
flome  precautions ;  and  the  lords  of  Fiandere  and 
Burgundy,  who  loved  him  for  the  very  reasons  for 
which  the  Italian  abhorred  him,  watched  over  his 
safety  with  a  vigilance,  of  which  he  himself  was 


ignorant,  hot  which  certainly  was  the  neutof  in- 

"it  *J«5s  not  to  be  supposed  that  Fcnandoflxwy 
should  have  left  his  viciott  so  !<>««  ff^22!lk  iS 
the  Swiss  confiederates,  who  were  the  »tt5«»«  •■ 
forces,  insisted  that  t»>«  fi"<i'PSW^j5?!&& 
place  m  Savoy  and  the  Pays  de  V«n?J«E^ 
gundians  had  many  garrisons,  which.  tlKjJJ  ttjf 
^ved  no  rolieC  yet  werenot  casavajpedjj^ 
duced.    Besides,  the  SwitaefBb«B«.  Uke  nwrtofftt 
national  soldiera  rf  the  »»«««.  •^ind of  mihu^iM* 
of  them  returned  home,  to  get  in  th«rhaneMytt 
deposit   their  spoil  in  safety.     Pcnand^  timtot, 
thSugh  bent  on  puniaag  his  "^^^  w^aU the»- 
dour  of  youthfiil  chivafiy.  was  prejented  fiom  mfa$ 
any  movcmentm  advance  untfl  tbemonthofDtc»; 
her  1476.    In  the  mean  taae,  tbe  Duke  of  AirgiiBdri 
forces,  to  be  least  burdensonie  to  the  coiffltiyjwe 
cantoned  in  distant  places  of  hw  dommipa^iM 
every  exertion  was  made  to  penwt  tbediMMBeM 
the  new  levies.    The  Duke,  if  feft  to  huL 
have  precipitated  the  struggle  by  "ipiaMBWtiWfflgiji 
forces,  and  puahingfoiward  into  theHeiveOsa torn- 
tones  ;  but  thoufl^  he  inwardly  foamed  at  tbe  neoh 
lection  of  Oranson  and  Murten.  the  memonr  ofM 
disastere  was  too  recent  to  P^aaxmOk  a  p^in  flf  ttc 
campaign.    Mean  Ume,  weAs  ^sd  part,  sad  As 
month  of  December  was  far.  advanced,  wwjj 
morning,  as  the  Duke  was  Mtting  m  coyiaUOM^ 
basso  widdenly  entered,  with  a  degree  of.cx<»wgt 
rapture  in  his  countenance.  «ngulariy  dUlTOi  »■ 
the  cold^  regulated,  and   «»nl>«fe  ."^Jf"**^^ 
usually  his  utmost  advance  towards  lauahtor.     »; 
antes/'*  he  said,  "  Guanitg,  for  IncTs  iaUrf.. 
please  your  Grace.'*  -^^v^^ 

"  And  what  of  good  fortune  coinM  nigh  sir  m 
the  Duke.— "McAought  she  had  foiw)i  tbs«f  ■ 


our  gates.  .^  ,  ___ 

"  She  has  returned  to  them,  please  yngW^ 
with  her  cornucopia  full  of  choicest  grfis,  mo^ 
poor  her  fruit,  her  flowers,  her  treasures^  tUe  ■» 
of  the  sovereign  of  Europe  most  worthy  to  weem 

"The  meaning  of  all  this?  said  Duke  Oada 
"riddles  are  for  children."  "         „       j^ 

"The  harebrained  young  madman  FenaM.iJ 
calls  himself  of  Lorrame,  naa  broken  down  noasf 
mounuins,  at  the  head  of  a  desoltorv  army  of  wr 
graces  tike  himself;  and  what  think  yw^-M-J" 
ha !  they  are  overrunning  Lorrame,  and  Have  vm 
Nancy-ha  I  ha !  ha  r»    .    ^         „     •  j  r.    ^  * 

"By  my  good  foith.  Sir  Coi^t,"  siud  Coa^i* 
tonished  at  the  gay  humour  with  whidi  the  Wia 
treated  a  matter  so  senous,  I  have  wdoin  fcwji 
fool  laugh  more  gayly  at  a  naore  aoirvy  jeet,  dwi!* 
a  wise  man,  laugh  at  the  loas  of  the  pnadpsi  Uim  • 
the  province  we  are  fighting  for." 

"I  laugh  "  said  Campo-h«8w,  " among  the  niaft 
as  my  war-horse  does— ha !  ha  J— mnipng  the  tw^ 
I  laugh  also  over  the  destracuon  of  the  enan^s* 
the  chviding;of  the  spofl,  as  ea^es  sawm  thar  J« 
over  the  division  of  their  prey ;  J  laugh  — 

"  You  laugh."  said  the  Lord  of  Contay,  wmJ 
impatient,  "when  you  have  all  tbe  mirth  to ?«■* 
as  you  laughed  after  our  losses  at  Graaios  m 
Murten."  _     -,_^  -• 

"Peace,  sir!"  said  the  Duke.  "TbeOa** 
Campo-basso  has  viewed  the  case  as  I  da  i w 
young  knight-emnt  ventures  from  the  V^^'^t' 
his  mountains;  and  Heaven  deal  with  taeu^ 
my  oath,  when  I  swear  that  the  next  »»_*■■ 
which  we  meet  shall  see  one  of  us  dead JiJiJJJ 
the  last  week  of  the  old  year,  and  before  TwdBW 
we  will  see  whether  he  or  I  shall  find  tbe beMajg 
cake— To  arms,  my  lords;  let  our  otta^Jfff^. 
break  up.  and  our  troops  move  forward  towwii  »J 
raine.  ^nd  off  the  Italian  and  Albamaa  w;; 
valry.  and  the  Stradiots.  to  scour  the  cooBPT^jg 
van— Oxford,  thou  wilt  bear  arms  in  this  jooinef»'* 
thou  not f  __«*. 

"  Surely,"  said  the  EarL    "  I  am  eanag  jtmi» 


•  Oftmft*.  need br  the  SfMnish ee  the FMidi«r^2L 
the  English  Iteodeeil  or  luckpenDr— phnM>  ""^  W  ^"^ 
to  their  patroae  m  tbe  briofers  of  good  new*. 
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Dew's  bntd;  and  when  enemies  invade,  it  stands 
with  my  honour  to  fisht  for  your  Grace  as  if  I  was 
your  bom  subject.  With  your  Grace's  permission,  1 
will  despatch  a  pursuivant,  who  shall  carry  letters  to 
my  hte  Kind  host,  the  Landamman  of  Unterwalden^ 
acnaainting  him  with  my  purpose." 

The  Duke  having  ffiven  a  ready  assent,  the  pursui- 
vant was  dismissed  accordingly,  and  returned  in  a 
few  hours,  so  near  had  the  armies  approached  to  each 
other.  He  bore  a  letter  from  the  Landamman,  in  a 
lone  of  courtesy  and  even  kindness,  regretting  that 
any  cause  should  have  occurred  for  bearing  arms 
against  his  late  guest,  for  whom  he  expressed 
high  personal  regard.  The  same  pursuivant  also 
brought  greetings  from  the  family  of  the  Bieder- 
nians  to  their  mend  Arthur,  and  a  separate  letter, 
addressed  to  the  same  person,  of  which  the  contents 
ran  thus  :— 

"Rudolph  Donnerhugel  is  desirous  to  give  the 
young  merchant,  Arthur  Philipson,  the  opportunity  of 
finishing  the  bargain  which  remained  unsettled  be- 
tween them  in  the  castle-court  of  Geierstein.  He  ift 
the  more  desirous  of  this,  as  he  is  aware  that  the  said 
Arthur  has  done  him  wrong,  in  seducing  the  affections 
of  a  certain  maiden  of  rank,  to  whom  he,  Philipson, 
IS  not^  and  cannot  ba  any  thing  beyond  an  ordmary 
acquamtanoe.  Rudolph  Donnerhugel  will  send  Ar- 
thur Philipson  word,  when  a  fair  and  equal  meeting 
.  can  take  place  on  neutral  groand.  In  the  mean  time, 
he  will  be  as  often  as  possible  in  the  first  rank  of  the 
skirmishers." 

Young  Arthur's  heart  leapt  high  as  he  read  the 
defiance,  the  piqued  tone  of  which  showed  the  state 
of  the  writer's  feelings,  and  argued  sufiUciently  Ru- 
dolph's disappointment  on  the  subject  of  Anne  of 
Geierstein,  and  his  suspicion  that  she  had  bestowed 
her  affections  on  the  youthful  stranger.  Arthur  found 
means  of  despatching  a  reply  to  the  challenge  of  the 
Swiss,  assuring  him  of  the  pleasure  with  which  he 
would  attend  his  commands,  either  in  front  of  the 
*ine  or  elsewhere  as  Rudolph  might  desire. 

Mean  time  the  armies  were  closely  approaching  to 
each  other,  and  the  light  troop  somedmes  met  The 
Stradiots  from  the  Venetian  territory,  a  sort  of  cav- 
alry, resembling  fhat  of  the  Turk^  performed  much 
of  that  service  on  the  part  of  the  Burgundian  army, 
for  which,  indeed,  if  their  fidelity  could  have  been 
relied  oii.  they  were  admirably  well  qualified.  The 
Earl  of  Oxford  observed,  that  these  men,  who  were 
under  the  command  of  Campo-basso,  always  brought 
in  intelligence  that  the'enemy  were  in  indifferent  or- 
der, and  m  full  retreat.  Besides,  information  was 
communicated  through  their  means,  that  sundry  indi- 
viduals, against  whom  the  Duke  of  Burgundv  enter- 
tained peculiar  personal  dislike,  and  whom  ne  espe- 
cially desired  to  get  into  his  hands,  had  taken  refugd 
in  Nancy.  This  greatly  increased  the  Duke's  ardour 
for  retakmg  that  place,  which  became  perfectly  un- 
governable when  he  learned  that  Ferrand  and  his 
Swiss  allies  had  drawn  off  to  a  neighbouring  position 
called  Saint  Nicholas,  on  the  news  of  his  arrival. 
The  greater  part  of  the  Buigundian  counsellors,  to- 
gether with  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  protested  against  his 
besieging  a  place  of  some  strength,  while  on  active 
enemy  lay  in  the  neighbourhood  to  relieve  it.  They 
remonstrated  on  the  smallness  of  his  army,  on  the 
severity  of  the  weather,  on  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
provisions,  and  exhorted  the  Duke,  that  having  made 
such  a  movement  as  had  forced  the  enemy  to  retreat, 
he  ought  to  suspend  decisive  operat^ns  till  spring. 
Charles  at  first  tried  to  dispute  and  repel  these  argu- 
ments ;  but  when  his  counsellors  reminded  him  that 
he  was  placing  himself  and  his  army  in  the  same,  sit- 
uation as  at  Ctranaon  and  Murten,  he  became  furious 
at  the  recollection,  foamed  at  the  mouth,  and  only 
answered  by  oaths  and  imprecations,  that  he  would 
be  master  of  Nancy  before  Twelfth-Day. 

Accordingly,  the  army  of  Burgundy  sat  down  be- 
fore Nancy,  in  a  strong  position,  protected  by  the  hol- 
low of  a  water-course,  and  covered  with  thirty  pieces 
of  cannon,  which  Colvin  had  under  his  charge. 

Having  indulged  his  obstinate  temper  in  thus  ar- 
ranging the  campaign,  the  Duke  seemed  to  give  a  lit- 
tle more  heed  to  the  advice  of  his  counsellors  touch- 


ing the  safety  of  his  person,  and  permitted  tne  Earl  of 
Oxford  with  nis  son,  and  two  or  three  oflAcers  of  his 
household,  men  of  approved  trust,  to  sleep  within  his 
pavihon,  in  addition  to  the  usual  guard. 

It  wanted  three  days  of  Christmas  when  the  Duke 
sat  down  before  Nancy,  and  on  that  very  evening  a  tu- 
mult happened  which  seemed  to  justify  the  alarm  for 
his  personal  safety.  It  was  midnight,  and  all  in  the  du- 
cal pavilion  were  at  rest,  when  a  cry  of  treason  arose. 
The  Earl  of  Oxford,  drawing  his  sword,  and  snatch- 
ing up  a  light  which  burned  beside  him,  rushed  into 
the  Duke's  apartment,  and  found  him  standing  on 
the  floor  totallv  undressed,  but  with  his  sword  in  his 
hand,  and  striking  around  him  so  fiiriously^  that  the 
Earl  himself  had  difficulty  in  avoiding  ms  blows. 
The  rest  of  his  officers  rushed  in,  their  wespons 
drawn,  and  their  cloaks  wrapped  around  their  left 
arms.  When  the  Duke  was  somewhat  composed, 
and  found  himself  surrounded  by  his  friends,  he 
informed  them,  with  rage  and  agitation,  that  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Secret  Tribunal  had,  m  spite  of  the  vigil- 
ant precautions  taken,  found  means  to  gain  entrance 
into  his  chamber,  and  charged  him,  under  the  hicrh- 
est  penalty,  to  appear  before  the  Holy  Vehmi^  upon 
Christmas  night. 

The  bystanders  heard  this  story  with  astonishment, 
and  some  of  them  vrere  uncertain  whether  theyought 
to  consider  it  as  a  reality,  or  a  dream  of  the  Duke's 
irritable  fancy.  But  the  citation  was  found  on  the 
Duke's  toilette,  written,  as  was  the  form,  upon  parch- 
ment, signeted  with  three  crosses,  and  stuck  to  the 
table  with  a  knife.  A  slip  of  wood  had  been  also  cut 
from  the  table.  Oxford  read  the  summons  with  atten- 
tion. It  named  as  usual  a  place,  where  the  Duke 
was  cited  to  come  unarmed  i^nd  unattended,  and 
from  which*  it  was  said  he  would  be  guided  to  the 
seat  of  judgment. 

Charles,  after  looking  at  the  scroU  for  some  time, 
gave  vent  to  his  thoughts. 

"  I  know  from  what  quiver  this  arrow  comes,"  he 
said.  "  It  is  shot  by  that  degenerate  noble,  apostate 
priest,  and  accomplice  of  sorcerers,  Albert  oi  Geier- 
stein. We  have  beard  that  he  is  among  the  motley 
group  of  murderers  and  outlaws,  whom  the  old  fid- 
dler of  Provence's  grandson  has  raked  together. 
But,  by  Saint  George  of  Burgundy !  neither  monk's 
cowl,  soldier's  casque,  nor  conjurers  cap.  shall  save 
him  after  such  an  insult  as  this.  I  will  degrade  him 
from  knighthood,  hang  him  from  the  highest  steeple 
in  Nancy,  and  his  daughter  shall  choose  Detween  the 
meanest  herd-bov  in  my  army,  and  the  convent  of 
JlUes  repentees  f 

"  Whatever  are  your  purposes,  my  lord,"  said  Con- 
tay,  "  it  were  surely  best  be  silent,  when,  from  this 
late  apparition,  we  ma,y  conjecture  that  more  than 
we  wot  of  may  be  within  hearing." 

The  Duke  seemed  struck  with  this  hint,  and  was 
silent,  or  at  least  only  muttered  oaths  and  threats  be- 
twixt his  teeth,  while  the  strictest  search  was  made 
for  the  intruder  on  his  repose.    But  it  was  in  vain. 

Charles  continued  his  researches,  incensed  at  a 
flight  of  audacity  higher  than  ever  had  been  ventured 
upon  by  these  Secret  Societies,  who,  whatever  might 
be  the  dread  inraired  by  them,  had  not  as  yet  attempt- 
ed to  cope  with  sovere^s.  A  trusty  party  of  Bur- 
gundians  were  sent  on  uhristmas  night  to  watch  the 
spot  (a  meeting  of  four  cross  roadsj  named  in  the 
summons,  and  make  prisoners  of  any  whom  they 
could  lay  hands  upon  ;  out  no  suspicious  persons  ap- 
peared at  or  near  the  place.  The  Duke  not  the  less 
continued  to  impute  the  aflront  he  had  received  to  Al- 
bert of  Geierstein.  There  was  a  price  set  upon  his 
head;  and  Campo-basso,  always  willing  to  please 
his  masters  mood,  undertook  that  some  of  his  Ital- 
ians, sufficiently  experienced  in  such  feats,  should 
bring  the  obnoxious  baron  before  him,  alive  or  dead. 
Colvin.  Contay,  and  others,  laughed  in  secret  at  the 
Italian  s  promises. 

"  Subtle  as  he  i&"  said  Colvin,  "  he  will  lure  the 
wild  vulture  from  the  heavens  before  ho  gets  Albert 
of  Geierstein  into  his  power." 

Arthui\  to  whom  the  words  of  the  Duke  had 
given  subject  for  no  small  anxiety,  on  account  of 
Anne  of  Geierstein,  and  of  her  father  for  her  sake- 
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biMtbed  moie  lightly  on  heaiiiig  his 
to  cheMjAj' 

It  was  the  jecond  day  afker  this  alarm  that  Oxford 
felt  a  desire  to  reconnoitre  the  camp  of  Ferraod  of 
Lorraine,  having  some  doubts  whether  the  strength 
and  position  o(  it  were  accoratelv  reported.  He  ob- 
tained the  Doke's  consent  for  this  purpose,  who  at 
the  same  time  made  him  and  his  eon  a  present  of  two 
noble  steeds  of  great  power  and  speed,  which  he  him- 
sdlf  highly  valued. 

So  soon  as  the  Duke's  pleasure  was  communicated 
to  the  Italian  Count,  he  expressed  the  utmost  joy  that 
he  was  to  have  the  assistance  of  Oxford's  age  and 
experience  upon  an  exploratory  party,  and  selected  a 
chosen  band  of  a  hundred  Stndiots,  whom  he  said 
he  htui  sent  sometimes  to  skirmish  up  lo  the  veiy 
beards  of  the  Switzers.  The  Earl  showed  himself 
much  satisfied  with  the  active  and  intelligoit  manner 
in  which  these  men  performed  their  duty,  and  drove 
before  them  and  dispersed  some  parties  of  Peirand's 
cavalry.  At  the  entrance  of  a  little  ascending  valley, 
Campo-basso  communicated  to  the  Engiisn  ncMe- 
man,  that  if  thev  could  advance  to  the  farther  extre- 
mity, they  would  have  a  fiill  view  of  the  enemjr's 
position.  Two  or  three  Stradiots  then  oNimd  on  to 
examine  this  defile,  and,  returning  back,  communi- 
cated with  their  leader  in  their  own  language,  who, 
pronoondng  the  passage  aafo,  invited  the  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford to  accompany  him.  They  proceeded  through  the 
valley  without  seeing  an  enemy,  but  on  isaoing  upon 
a  plain  at  the  point  mtimated  oy  Gampo-baaso,  Ar- 
thur, who  was  in  the  van  of  the  Stradiots,  and  sepa- 
rated from  his  father,  did  indeed  see  the  camp  of  Duke 
Ferrand  within  half  a  mile's  distance;  but  a  body  of 
cavalry  had  that  instant  issued  from  it,  and  were 
riding  hastily  towards  the  gorge  of  the  valley,  from 
which  he  had  Just  emoted.  He  was  about  to  wheel 
his  horse  ana  ride  ofiTbut,  conscious  of  the  great 
^>eed  of  the  animal,  he  thought  he  might  venture  to 
stay  for  a  moment's  more  accurate  survey  of  the 
camp.  The  Stradiots  who  attended  turn  did  not  wait 
his  orders  to  retire,  but  went  o^  as  was  indeed  their 
duty,  when  attacked  by  a  superior  force. 

Mean  time,  Arthur  observed  that  the  Knight,  who 
seemed  leader  of  the  advancing  aquadron,  mounted 
on  apowerfiil  horse  that  shook  the  earth  beneath  him, 
bore  on  his  shield  the  Bear  of  Bem&  snd  had  other- 
wiae  the  appearance  of  the  massive  frame  of  Rudolph 
DonneihugeL  He  was  satisfied  of  ttlis  when  he  be- 
held the  cavalier  halt  his  party  and  advance  towards 
him  alonc^  putting  his  lance  in  rest,  and  moving 
slowly,  as  if  to  give  him  time  for  preparation.  To  ac- 
cept such  a  chaUei^Qe,  in  such  a  moment,  was  danger- 
ooa,  but  to  refuse  it  was  diagraceful;  and  while  Ar- 
thur's blood  boiled  at  the  idea  of  chastising  an  insolent 
rival,  he  was  not  a  little  pleased  at  heart  that  their 
meeting  on  horseback  gave  him  an  advantage  over 
the  SwiBiL  through  his  perfRct  acquaintance  with  the 
practice  of  the  toumay,  in  which  Rudolph  might  be 
supposed  more  ignorant. 

They  met  as  was  the  phrase  of  the  time,  '*  manful 
under  shidd."  The  lance  of  the  Swiss  glanced  from 
the  helmet  of  the  Englishman,  against  which  it  was 
addressed,  while  the  spear  of  Arthur,  directed  right 
against  the  centre  of  hie  advereary's  body,  was  so 
justly  aimed,  and  so  truly  seconded  by  the  full  fury  of 
the  career,  as  to  pierce,  not  only  the  ahield  which 
hung  round  the  ill-fated  warrior's  neck,  but  a  breast- 
plate, and  a  shirt  of  mail  which  he  wore  beneath  iL 
Passtns  clear  through  the  body,  the  steel  point  of  the 
weapon  waa  only  stopped  by  the  back-piece  of  the 
unfortunate  cavalier,  who  fell  headlong  from  his  horse, 
as  if  struck  by  lightning,  roiled  twice  or  thrice  over  on 
the  ground,  tore  the  earth  with  bis  hands,  and  then  lay 
prostrate  a  dead  corpse. 

There  was  a  cry  of  rage  and  grief  among  those 
men-at-arms  whose  ranks  Rudoltn  had  that  instant 
left,  and  many  couched  their  lances  to  avenge  him ; 
but  Ferrand  of  Lorraine,  who  was  present  in  person, 
ordered  them  to  make  prisoner,  but  not  to  harm  the 
successful  champion.  This  was  accomplished,  for 
Arthur  had  not  time  to  turn  his  bridle  for  flight,  and 
resisunce  would  have  been  madness. 

When  brought  before  Ferrand,  he  raised  bis  visor, 


and  aaid,  "  Is  it  well,  my  lonL  lo  make 
ventnroos  Knight,  for  doing  bis  devoir 
sonal  challei^ser  T' 

"  Do  not  complain.  Sir  Arthnr  of  OwMatdJ*  wmi 
Ferrand,  **  before  you  experience  injofy^Toa  metbm, 
Sir  Knight  Your  father  and  yoo  mere  fiuthlai  to  mr 
royal  aunt  Margaret,  and  although  abe 


I  do  justice  to  your  fidelity  in  bcr  behalf;  ud  from 
respect  to  her  memory,  disinheriied  as  alie  waa  ike 
myself^  and  to  please  my  grandlaiber,  who  I 


had  some  regard  fbr  yoo,Tgive  yoa  year  freedoaa 
But  ImustalmcareforyoaraafetydariagnMirneiara 
to  the  campof  Bormindy.  On  this  side  of  the  hdl  ws 
are  loyal  and  tme-bearted  meiL,  on  the  other  tfaev  sue 
traiton  and  murderers.— ToOi  Sir  Count,  wiD,  I  laiBk. 
gladly  see  oar  captive  placed  m  safety.'* 

The  Knight  to  whom  Ferrand  addreased  hnnad(  a 
tall  ststelv  man,  put  himself  in  motion  to  attend  en 
Arthur,  while  the  rormer  was  ena inning  to  the  yooag 
Duke  of  Lorraine  the  aenae  be  entertained  of  hi»  chi- 
valrous conduct  "  Farewell  Sir  Arthur  de  Ywt," 
aaid  Ferrand.  "  Tou  have  slain  a  noble  chanpsa. 
and  to  me  a  roost  usefol  and.  faithful  Inend.  BtA  k 
was  done  nobly  and  ooenly,  with  eoaal  anaa,  and  in  iba 
fnmt  of  the  line ;  and  evil  befall  him  who  entcrtaias 
feud  fint  r*  Arthur  bowed  to  hie  saddle-bow.  Pcf 
rand  returned  the  aalutation,  and  they  parted. 

Arthur  and  his  new  companion  had  ridden  bat  a 
little  way  up  the  ascoit,  whan  the  stranyy 
thus: — 

"  We  have  been  fellow-travellera  before, 
yet  you  remember  me  not." 

Arthur  turned  his  eyeson  the  cavalier,  and 
that  the  crest  which  adorned  his  helmet  wna 
like  a  vulture,  strange  auapicione  began  to 
mind,  which   were  confirmed,    when    the 
opemng  his  helmet,  showed  him  the  dark  and 
features  of  the  Prieet  of  Saint  Paul's. 

"  Ckmnt  Albert  of  Geieratein  f  said  Arthur. 

"  The  same,"  replied  the  Count,  **  thounh  thou  hac 
seen  him  in  other  garb  and  headgear.  But  tynnsr 
drives  all  men  to  arma,  and  I  have  reauoied,  by  ib; 
license  and  command  of  my  aoperiora,  thoae  which  i 
had  laid  aside.  A  war  against  cneltf  and 
is  holy  as  that  waged  in  Palestine^  m  w* 
bear  armour." 

"  My  Lord  Count,"  said  Arthur,  eageriy,  "  I 
too  soon  entreat  you  to  withdraw  to  Sir  Ferrand  at 
Lorraine's  squadron.  Here  you  are  in  peril«where  b9 
strength  or  courage  can  avail  you.  The  Duke  bis 
placed  a  price  on  your  head ;  and  the  country  bccwm 
this  and  Nancy  awarms  with  Stradiota  niMi  Itafiss 
light  horsemen." 

"  I  laugh  at  tbem,"  answered  the  Count.  **  I  be«t 
not  lived  so  long  in  a  atorroy  worid,  amid  intiigaasof 
war  and  policy,  to  fall  by  the  mean  hand  of  such  as  ihtr 
—besides,  thou  art  with  me,  and  I  have  seen  but  aev 
that  thou  canst  bear  thee  nobly." 

"  In  your  defence,  my  lora,"  aaid  Arthur,  wbe 
thought  of  hia  companion  as  the  father  of  Aans  of 
Geieratein,  "  I  should  try  to  do  my  beat." 

"  What,  youth  V*  replied  Count  Albert  with  a  atsa 
sneer,  that  was  peculiar  to  bis  oounienance ;  *  woaid« 
thou  aid  the  enemy  of  the  lord  under  whoas  baaaff 
thou  servest,  against  his  waged  aoldieta  7** 

Arthur  was  somewhat  abashed  at  the  turn  aiwM 
hia  ready  offer  of  aaaistance,  for  which  he  nid  ei- 
pected  at  least  thanka ;  but  he  instantly  coUeeied  biai 
s^  and  replied,  "  My  Lord  Count  Albert,  you  baw 
been  pleased  to  put  yourself  in  peril  to  protect  tm 
from  partisans  of  your  party— I  am  etioaUy  hood  i» 
defend  you  from  those  of  our  side." 

"  It  is  happily  answered."  said  the  Count  r— **  r^ 
I  think  there  is  a  little  bUnd  partiaan,  of  wboin  tvos- 
badoure  and  minstrels  talk,  to  whMe  inangaiioa  I 
might,  in  case  of  need,  owe  the  great  aaal  of  ar 
protector." 

He  did  not  allow  Arthnr,  who  was  a  good  deal  cw 

lotf:  -I 


barrassed,  time  to  reply,  but  i>rooeedoa  :  '^  Hear  tm, 
young  man— Thy  lance  has  this  day  done  an  evildtn 
to  Switzerland,  to  Berne,  and  Duke  Ferrand,  m  Jaf- 
ing  their  bravest  champion.  But  to  me  the  deiikif 
Rudolph  Donnerhiig:"!  is  n  welcome  event.  Koo« 
that  ho  wns^as  hie  «5irvicep  grew  morr^  indijtrcnwK''. 
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btcoma  imimilunaie  in  rfiquinag  iho  Duke  of  Fer 

nnd'snilCTeu  wilh  mc  tor  my  iaaititefa  hnnd.  Ani 
lbaD<ilwhim»ir.  Ibeoonori  pnnceHi.  bluaheJ  no 
IS  uk  ma  ID  beauiw  ifae  last  oil  ni|r  house—for  ni; 
bnHber'R  funily  ira  deiteiwralo  inougreU— upon  i 


iota  1^1  irnoM  uayi,  wnoas  very  ooun  ■ 
,'  b«tii--iiialt  ba  no  mote,  whai  csuld  preven 
I     diuBted  auilor,  fbrliEed  by.  Duke  Femnd'i 

twlhanneral  appliuMaf  nn  country,  and  pa 
;,  Imunfonnnite  prepoawnion  of  my  oiolDer 
,    boin  catiyinfi  hie  poinl  against  loe  raaiaia 


lie  in  tbe  honae  of  mr  wile's  raiher,  ihouxTi  ili^y 
boaMcd  aome  relalionsbip,  I  believe,  ihrougli  an  }1Ib- 
ghinula  ehaancl.  which  yonder  Kudolph  was  wont 
CO  make  tba  moal  o£  as  it  Tavoured  hia  auil." 

"Sonly,"  aaid  Ailbur,  "a  malch  wilh  una  so  une- 
qual in  birlh,  and  Tat  more  in  every  albcr  rnapecl,  waa 

"^' While  ltYad.""!^!Sr  Count  AJherl,  "  never 
ahouldauch  union  nave  been  fanned,  if  the  death  both 
of  bride  and  brideeroom  by  my  dagger  could  have 
uved  lh«  honour  of  my  btHiae  from  vioIalLon.    "  ~ 

•ben  ]— I  irhoaa  daya,  whoas  very  ' 

bHed—ahalt  ba  no  fote^  whai^csuL  , 

"  '  ~emnd'a  iavour, 
..andparliapab 
oiolDer  Amoli 
-  -D  catiying  hia  point  againat  ' 
acnplaaof  a  aolilarymaidoDT" 
,  "  Audnlph  B  dead,  teidkd  Arthur,  "aadmayHea- 
^  ven  aaaojliia  him  fram  guilt !  But  were  he  aliv&  and 
,  urging  hia  wit  on  Anne  of  Oeieratein,  ho  would  fiod 
^    then  waa  n  combat  to  be  fought"  - — - 

"Which  haa  been    alreidy   decided,"    anawned 

Count  Alben.     "  Now,  mark  roe,  Anhur  de  Vera  1 

.    My  daughter  haa  lold  me  of  the  paiuaaa  betviityou 

and  her.    Your  BentUDsnta  and  (snduct  are  wortbv 

uf  ibe  nobie  house  you  deacend  from,  which  I  well 

'    know  ronka  with  iba  moet  iUuetiiouain  Europe.  You 

,    an  indeed  diainhcrtted.  but  bo  ia  Anne  of  Ijeierstein, 

''  her  paieiual  inbctiiance.  If  you  ahara  i(  loftether  till 
beiterdsye,  lalwavaauppoainKyour  noble  falher  gives 
bis  consent,  for  my  child  shall  enter  no  house  suiost 
'  ihe  will  of  its  head,)  my  daughter  knows  that  wie  haa 
r  my  willing  cnnsent,  and  my  bleaaing.  My  brother 
'  ahall  also  know  my  pleasure.  He  wilt  approve  my 
'  purpose  ]  fbr  tboui^  dead  lo  thooghta  of  hobour  and 
''  chivsli^.  he  is  alive  to  aodal  li«linKS,  loves  hia  niece, 
'  and  baa  fncndBtiip  fbi  thee  and  for  thy  fsthn-.    What 

1  me  edge 

li^  beam  on  the  corottets  of 


-nay,  I  prophecy,  (fori  alBQd  so  much 
ofihegnve,  thatmelhinkBlcommsnda 

.   it,)  tbat  a  lustre  will  one  dsy,  after 

'    my  doubtfiil  ani* ' '-  ' 

'    DeVereandGt 

'  De  Yere  threw  himeelf  from  his  horse,  clasped 
the  hand  of  Count  Albirt,  and  waa  about  to  eibansl 
himself  in   tbanka ;   but  the  CToiinl  inaialed  on  bis 


"Wo  at 


o  pari,"  he  aaid.     "Thelii 


daneenjue^ 
SB  than  noil 


amwlly  apeakinK,  less  than  nothing.  Bad  any  one 
)  of  the  many  tcbeme*  of  ambilioli  which  I  have  mir- 
I    sued  IhI  me  lo  auooaaa,  the  aon  of  a  boniahed  Esil 

hsd  not  been  Ihe  aon-in-law  I  bad  chomn.    Rise  and 


r 111    BeUeve 

...^  ..,    ._  aoften  the  effect  of  the  batd 

blowa  which  bnune  has  dealt  to  you,  and  should  s 
nj  of  belter  ludi  ahine  upon  ua,  it  will  be  the  more 


].  "  I  know  my  last  scene  is  approaching, 
ind  tremble.  The  Duke  of  Bor^ndj  u 
I  to  die,  and  the  Secret  and  InnaiblaJudgea, 
It,  End  avenn  in  aeost,  like  thr 
the  oord  and  the  dagset  lo  mi 


who  doom 
Deity,  hsi 
band.'' 


"  Oh,  cast  from  you  these  vile  symbola !"  oiclaimed 
Arthur,  wilh  enthusiasm',  "  let  them  And  bulcheraand 
common  atabbera  to  do  auch  an  office,  and  not  dis- 
honour the  noble  I^rd  of  GeiBratein  I" 

"  Peace,  fboliah  boy."  luawered  Ihe  Count,  "  The 
oath  by  which  I  amawom  is  higher  than  ibat  clouded 
shy,  more  deeply  fixed  than  those  distant  mouniaina. 
Nor  think  my  act  ia  that  of  an  asaaaaio,  ihouoh  for 
auch  I  might  (dead  the  Duke'a  own  example.  I  aend 
not  birelioga,  like  theae  baae  Stradiols,  to  hunt  his 
life,  without  imperilling  mine  own.  I  give  not  hia 
daughter— in noqen I  of  nis  oSences— the  chmce  be- 
twixt a  diagtaceful  marriage  and  a  discreditable  relrear 
from  the  world.  No,  Arthur  de  Vere,  I  seek  Charles 
with  the  resolved  nund  of  one,  who,  to  lake  the  life 
of  an  adveraary,  exposes  himself  to  oeriain  death," 

'  I  pray  you  speak  no  fariber  of  ii,"  said  Arthur, 
very  aniioualy.  Consider  I  serve  fur  the  jxesent  the 
Prince  whom  you  threaten"      — ■ 

"And  art  bound,"  interrupted  the  Count,  "louiJbkl 
lo  him  what  I  tell  you,    1  desire  you  should  do  so  j. 

the  Tribunal,  I  am  glad  u>  have  this  opportunity  of 
sending  him  personal  defiance.  Say  to  Charles  of 
Burgundy,  thai  he  has  wrenged  Alben  of  Oeierstda. 
He  whoia  injured  in  hi*  boiiour  loeca  all  value  lor  hia 
life,  end  whoever  does  so  haa  full  command  over  that 
of  another  man.  Bid  him  keep  himaelf  well  bom 
me,  since  it  he  see  a  second  aun  of  the  approacbmf 
vear  rise  over  the  diatant  Alp*,  Albert  of  Geierateia  is 
roraworn.— And  now  begone,  (or  I  see  a  party  approach 
under  a  Burgundian  bnuner.  They  wut  ettsure  your 
saletyj^but  abould  I. remain  longer,  would  endanger 

So  saying,  the  Cotmlof  (Saiaralein  tumad  hiaborae 
and  rode  on. 
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proaching  body  of  Bunundian  cavalry,  who  weie 
J  .— Jjfihe  Lord  Comay  a  banner. 

n,   wekorae," 

iSlyl-  -^ 


AxTSDB,  left  okuie,  and  desiroua  perfaaH  lo  cover 
Ihe  relreel  of  Cotmt  Albert,  rode  towards  the  ap- 
proaching body  -^  " -" '—    — •—  

atrayed  under  ill 

lalilv  to  the  vounir  kniabt.    ^'The  ^  ...... 

horse  U. 

ring  parly.  It  ia  not  half  an  hour 
nnce  your  father  galloped  up,  and  atated  that  you  had  . 
been  led  into  an  ambuseade  by  the  treachery  of  ihe 
Stradiots,  end  mede  priaoner.  He  has  impeached 
Campo-bsseo  of  ireason.  and  challenged  btm  lo  (he 
combat.  They  have  bulb  been  sent  lo  the  camp, 
under  cbaige  of  the  Grand  Marshal,  lo  prevent  thai 
figbliogon  tbeapol,  though  I  think  our  Italian  sbowsd 
little  desire  to  come  to  Uowa,  The  Duke  holds  their 
gaees,  and  they  are  to  fight  upon  Twelfth  Day." 

"^1  doubt  thai  day  wilT  never  dawn  fur  Boua  who 
look  fbi  a."  aaid  Arthur;  "but  if  it  do,  1  will  mjaelf 
claim  the  combat,  by  my  father'a  penmaaon." 

He  Ihen  turned  ».i1i  t',.m:,  imrl  moi  a  atUl  larger 
body  of  cavalry  ui  '■■.■■■  ,  .riLinl  bunntr  He 
was  insisnlly   bn  '  <<.irk9.    The  Oukc 

heard,  wilh  some  i..  ^nhiir'b  support 

of  hia  father's  ai i      i.  i  jii.i   the  liatisn.  in 

whose  favour  he  ..  jiji;  inijudiccd.  When 
assured  that  the  Hirmliois  lud  been  across  the  hill, 
-  »  ha 


ered  hia  ahaagy 
will  to  Oxford,  p( 
— Then  roimng  ni      .- i ;,  i: i 

He  heanl  with  a  species  of  scata 
do^h  Donnerhugel,  oj^j,  taking 

Why,  Ibpu  bast  foniMalled  all  < 


■stheb 


lionouia.  youog 
emall—therest 
lo  him  I  I  tbink  I  have  found 
Itch  (bail  htw*  tkii^-hawtad 
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GoUah.  Bat  the  idiot,  to  think  his  peasant  hand 
could  manage  a  lance !  Well  mj  brave  boy— what 
more  1  How  earnest  thou  off?  By  some  wily  device 
or  agile  stratagem,  I  warrant.*' 

"Pardon  me,  my  lord,"  answered  Arthur.  "I  was 
protected  by  their  chie^  Ferrand,  who  considered  my 
encounter  with  Rudolph  Donno^ugel  as  a  personal 
duel ;  and  desirous  to  use  fair  war,  as  he  said,  dis- 
mined  me  hononrably,  with  my  horse  and  arms." 

"  Umph !"  said  Charles,  his  bad  humour  returning ; 
"  your  Frince  Adventurer  must  play  the  generous— 
Umph— well  it  belongs  to  his  part,  but  shall  not  be  a 
line  for  me  to  square  my  conduct  by.  Proceed  with 
your  story.  Sir  Arthur  de  Vere." 

As  Arthur  proceeded  to  tell  how  and  under  what 
circumstances  Count  Albert  of  Qeierstein  named 
himself  to  him,  the  Duke  fixed  on  him  an  eager  look, 
and  trembled  with  impatience  as  he  fiercely  inter- 
rupted him  with  thequestion— '*  And  vou— you  struck 
him  with  the  poniard  under  the  fifth  rib,  did  you  not  7" 

"  I  did  not,  my  Lord  Duke— we  were  pledged  in 
mutual  assurance  to  each  other." 

"  Yet  you  knew  him  to  be  my  mortal  enemy  T*  said 
the  Duke.  "  Go,  young  man,  thy  lukewarm  indiffer- 
ence has  cancelled  thy  merit.  The  escape  of  Albert 
of  Geieretein  hath  counterbalanced  the  death  of  Ru- 
dolph Donnerhugel." 

*'  Be  it  BO,  my  lord,"  said  Arthur,  boldly.  "  I  neither 
claim  your  praises,  nor  deprecate  your  censure.  I  had 
to  move  me  in  either  case  motives  personal  to  mvself 
—Donnerhugel  was  my  enemy,  and  to  Count  Albert 
I  owe  some  kindness." 

The  Burgundian  nobles  who  stood  around^  were 
terrified  for  the  effect  of  this  bold  speech.  But  it  was 
never  possible  to  guess  with  accuracy  how  such  things 
would  afifect  Charles.  He  looked  around  him  with  a 
laugh— "Hear  you  this  English  cockerel,  my  lords— 
what  a  note  will  he  one  day  sound  that  already  crows 
BO  bravely  in  a  prince's  presence  r ' 

A  few  horsemen  now  came  in  from  dinerent  quar- 
ters^ recounting  that  the  Duke  Ferrand  and  his  com- 
pany had  retired  into  their  encampment,  and  the 
country  was  clear  of  Uie  enemy. 

"  Let  us  then  draw  back  also,^'  said  Charles,  "  since 
there  is  no  chance  of  breaking  spears  to-day.  And 
thou,  Arthur  de  Vere,  attend  me  closdy." 

Arrived  in  the  Duke's  paviUoiL  Arthur  underwent  an 
examination,  in  which  he  said  nothing  of  Anne  of 
Qeierstein.  or  her  father's  designs  concerning  him, 
with  which  he  considered  Charles  as  having  nothing 
to  do ;  but  he  fimnkly  conveyed  to  him  the  personal 
threats  which  the  Count  had  openly  used.  The  Duke 
listened  with  more  temper,  and  when  he  heard  the  ex- 

f^ression,  "  That  a  man  who  is  desperate  of  his  own 
ife  might  command  that  of  any  other  person,"  be 
said,  "  But  there  is  a  life  beyond  this,  in  which  he  who 
is  treachoously  murdered,  and  his  base  and  desperate 
assassin,  shall  each  meet  their  deserts."  He  then 
took  from  his  bosom  a  gold  cross,  and  kissed  it,  with 
mnch  apoearance  of  devotion.  In  this,"  said  he. 
"  I  will  place  my  trust.  If  I  fail  in  this  world,  may  I 
find  grace  in  the  next— Ho,  Sir  Marshal !"  he  ex- 
claimed—"Let  your  prisoners  attend  us." 

The  Marshal  of  Burgundy  entered  with  the  Earl  of 
Oxford,  and  stated  that  his  other  prisoner,  Campo- 
besso,  had  desired  so  earnestly  that  he  might  be  suf- 
fered to  go  and  post  his  sentinels  on  that  part  of  the 
camp  entrusted  to  the  protection  of  his  troops,  that 
be,  the  Marshal,  had  thought  fit  to  comply  with  his 
reaoest 

'^'Itis  well,"  said  Buraundy.  without  further  remark 
— "  Then  to  you,  my  Lord  Oxford,  I  would  present 
your  son,  had  you  not  already  locked  him  m  your 
arms.  He  has  won  great  io$  and  honour,  and  done 
Die  brave  service.  This  is  aperiod  of  the  year  when 
good  men  forgive  their  enemies ;— I  know  not  why,— 
ray  mind  was  Utde  apt  to  be  chaiged  with  such  mat- 
ters,—but  I  feel  an  Qnoonqnerable  desire  to  stop  the 
approaching  combat  betwixt  you  and  Campo-basso. 
For  my  sake^  consent  to  be  friends,  and  to  receive 
back  your  gage  of  battle,  and  let  me  conclude  this 
the  last  I  may  see— with  a  deed  of 


"My  lord,"  said  OxSwl,  "it  is  a  nuU  thing  yoa 


ask  of  me,  since  your  request  only  enforoea  a  Chns- 
tian  duty.  I  was  enraged  at  the  loss  of  my  soa.  I 
am  grateful  to  Heaven  and  your  Grace  for  rcstonag 
him.  To  be  friends  with  Campo- basso  is  to  ne  is* 
possible.  Faith  and  treason,  troth  and  fslsfhond. 
might  as  soon  shdie  hands  and  embrace.  But  iht 
ItaEan  shall  be  to  me  no  more  than  he  has  been  bcfae 
this  rupture ;  and  that  is  literally  nothing.  I  pot  on 
honour  in  your  Graces  hands ; — if  he  receives  baa 
his  gage,  I  am  willing  to  receive  mine.  John  de  Ten 
needs  not  be  apprehensive  that  the  wofld  will  sqppose 
that  he  fears  Oampo-baseo." 

The  Duke  returned  sincere  thanksi  and  detained  the 
oflUcers  to  spend  the  evening  in  his  tent.  His  man- 
nera  seemed  to  Arthur  to  be  more  placid  than  he  bad 
ever  seen  them  before,  while  to  the  £«i  of  Oxford  they 
recalled  the  earlier  days  in  which  their  intimacy  een- 
menced,  ere  absolute  power  and  nnboanded  sue  u  si 
had  spoiled  Charles'  rough,  but  not  un^peueiuus  drn^ 
position.  The  Duke  ordered  a  distribucion  of  pn/n- 
sions  and  wine  to  the  soldiers,  and  enmaaed  an  anxi- 
ety about  their  lodginga,  the  curs  bf  the  vrounded,  and 
the  health  of  the  armV,  to  which  he  rsoeived  onir 
unpleasing  answers.  To  some  of  his  ooanae&an 
apart,  he  said,  "  Were  it  not  for  onr  vow,  we  woold 
relinquish  this  purpose  till  spring,  when  our  poor  soi- 
diers  might  take  the  field  with  less  of  anfiering." 

Nothing  else  remarkable  appeared  in  the  Duke's 
manner,  save  that  he  inquired  rqieatedly  after  Campo- 
basso,  and  at  length  received  accounts  that  he  wts 
indisposed,  and  that  his  pbysidan  bad  reoo^mcoded 
rest ;  he  bad  therefore  reared  to  repose  **«"Tf^.  si 
order  that  he  might  be  stirTinK  on  his  duty  at  peip  a 
day.  the  safety  of  the  camp  depending  much  on  bi 
violence. 

The  Duke  made  no  observation  on  the  apolon. 
which  he  considered  as  indicating  some  Inriung  tf» 
inclination,  on  the  Italian's  part,  to  meet  Oxford.  TV 
guests  at  the  ducal  pavilion  were  liinminnod  an  hae 
before  midnight. 

When  Oxford  and  his  son  were  in  their  own  test, 
the  Eari  fell  into  a  deep  reverie,  which  lasted  nearit 
ten  minutes.  At  length,  starting  sodcienly  opi  bi 
said,  "  My  son,  give  oraers  to  Thieoanit  and  thy  yss- 
men  to  have  our  horaes  before  the  tent  by  break  of 
day,  or  rather  before  it ;  and  it  would  not  bie  anun  i 

rou  ask  our  neighbour  Colvin  to  ride  along  with  m 
will  visit  the  outposts  by  daybreak." 

"  It  is  a  sodden  resolution,  my  lordL"  said  Anhar. 

"  And  yet  it  may  be  taken  too  late,"  aaid  his  €ubs 
"Had  it  been  moonlight,  I  woold  have  made  tki 
rounds  to-night." 

"  It  is  dark  as  a  wolf's  throat,"  said  Arthur.  "  Bm 
wherefore,  my  lord,  can  this  night  in  particular  eaba 
your  apprehensions  ?" 

"  Son  Arthur,  perhaps  you  will  hold  your  fotha 


credulous.  But  my  nurse,  Martha  Nixon,  i 
northern  woman,  and  full  of  aoperstitioQa.  In 
cular,  ahe  was  wont  to  say,  that  any  anddbn  and 
leas  change  of  a  man's  natara,  as  from  hee. 
sobriety,  from  temperance  to  indulgeooe,  from  m 
to  extravagance,  from  prodigality  to  love  of  m__  ,. 
or  the  like,  indicates  an  immediate  change  of  ha  fv^ 
tunea— that  some  great  alteration  of  qimmau 
either  for  good  or  evil,  (and  for  evil  moat  likdy, 
we  hve  in  an  evil  world,)  ia  impendmgover  him 
disposition  is  so  much  altered.  Tma  old  wemaa'i 
fancy  has  recuired  so  strongly  lo  my  mtad,  chat  I  lai 
determined  to  aee  with  my  own  eyes,  eta  to-Bonowt 
dawn,  that  all  our  goania  and  patrols  aroaad  ihr 
camp  are  on  the  alert'' 

Arthur  made  the  necessary  oommonieatioaa  is  Cd- 
vin  and  to  Thiebault,  and  then  reared  to  rest. 

It  was  ere  daybreak  of  the  first  of  fanaary.  IVI 
a  period  long  memorable  for  the  erenta  which  Bail- 
ed it,  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  Colvin.  and  the  WMK 
Engliahman,  followed  only  by  Thieoanli  ana  !*• 
other  servants,  oommenoed  their  rounda  of  dhe  Di*i 
of  Bmgondy's  encampment.  For  the  Dealer  pan  ^ 
their  piogTBas,  they  found  sentinala  aDognuds  al  aa 
the  alert  and  at  their  posts.  It  was  a  bitter  maniiC^ 
The  ground  was  partly  covered  with  anow.^ik* 
snow  nad  been  partly  melted  by  a  thaw,  which  hd 
prevailed  for  two  daya,  and  partly  coosealcd  aaio  0 
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*  by  a  bitter  frost,  which  had  commenced  the  preceding 
evening,  and  etill  continued.  A  more  dreary  scene 
ooold  scarcely  be  witnessed. 

Bat  what  were  the  Surprise  and  alarm  of  the  Earl 
of  Oxford  and  his  comnanions,  when  they  came  to 
that  part  of  the  camp  which  had  been  occupied  the 
day  before  by  Campo-basso  and  his  Italians,  who, 
reckoning  men-at-arms  and  Stradiots,  amounted  to 
nigh  two  thousand  men— not  a  challenge  was  ^ven 
—not  a  horse  neighed— no  steeds  were  seen  at  picquet 
—00  guard  on  the  capnp.  They  examined  several  of 
the  tents  and  huts— they  wereemptv. 

"  Let  us  back  to  alarm  the  camp,^'  said  the  Earl  of 
Oxford  i  "  here  is  treachery." 

"  Nay,  xny  lord,"  said  Colvin,  "  let  us  not  carry 
back  imperfect  tidings.  I  have  a  battery  a  hundred 
yards  in  advance  covering  the  access  to  this  hollow 
way ;  let  us  see  if  my  German  cannoneers  are  at  their 
post,  and  I  think  I  can  swear  that  we  shall  find 
them  so.  The  battery  commands  a  narrow  pass,  by 
which  alone  the  camp  can  be  approached,  and  if  my 
men  are  at  their  duty,  1  will  pawn  my  life  that  we  make 
the  pass  good  till  you  bring  up  succours  from  the  main 
body."  . 

"  Forward,  then,  in  God's  name !"  said  the  Earl  of 
Oxford. 

They  galloped,  at  every  risk,  over  broken  ground, 
•lippe^  with  iee  in  some  places,  encumbered,  with 
snow  \n  others.  They  came  to  the  cannon,  judiciously 
placed  to  sweep  the  pas&  which  rose  towards  the  ar- 
tillery on  the  outwara  side,  and  then  descended  gently 
fh>m  the  battery  into  the  lower  ground.  The  waning 
winter  moon,  mingling  with  the  dawning  light, 
showed  them  that  the  guns  were  in  their  places,  out 
DO  sentind  was  visible. 

"  The  villains  cannot  have  deserted !"  said  the  as- 
tonished Ck>lvin— **  But  see,  there  is  light  in  their  can- 
tonment.—Oh,  that  unhallowed  distribution  of  wine  1 
Their  usual  sin  of  drunkenness  has  beset  them.  I  will 
soon  drive  them  from  their  revelry." 

He  sprung  from  his  horse,  and  rushed  into  the  tent 
from  whence  the  light  issued.  The  cannoneers,  or 
most  of  them,  were  still  there,  but  stretched  on  the 
fcround,  their  cups  and  flagons  scattered  around  them ; 
and  BO  drenched  were  tney  in  wassail,  that  Colvm 
could  only,  by  commands  and  threats,  awaken  two 
or  three,  who,  staggering,  and  obeying  him  rather 
from  instinct  than  sense,  reeled  forward  to  man  the 
batterjr.  A  heavy  rushing  sound,  like  that  of  men 
morcbing  fast,  was  now  heard  coming  up  the  pass. 

''  It  is  the  roar  of  a  distant  avalanche,    said  Ar- 

**  It  is  an  avalanche  of  Switzers,  not  of  snow," 
eaid  Colvin.—"  Oh.  these  drunken  slaves !— The  can- 
noti  are  deeply  loaded  and  well  pointed— this  volley 
mast  check  tnem  if  they  were  fiends,  and  the  report 
will  alarm  the  camp  sooner  than  we  can  do.— But,  oh, 
these  drunken  villains!"  ^        ...«,„ 

"  Care  not  for  then:  aid,"  said  the  Earl ;  my  pon 
and  I  will  each  take  a  linstock,  and  be  gunnera  for 
ooce." 

They  dismounted,  and  bade  Thiebault  and  the 
sroome  look  to  the  horees,  while  Iho  Earl  of  Oxford 
and  his  son  took  each  a  linstock  from  one  of  the  help- 
lea»  gunners,  three  of  whom  were  just  sober  enough 
to  stand  by  their  guns.  ^  ^  , 

"  Bravo  I"  cned  the  bold  Master  of  Ordnance, 
'•  never  was  a  battery  so  noble.  Now,  my  mates— 
your  pardon,  ray  lords,  for  there  is  no  time  for  ceremo- 
ny,— and  you,  ye  drunken  knaves,  take  heed  not  to 
fire  till  I  give  the  word,  and,  were  the  nbs  of  these 
tmmplers  as  flinty  as  their  Alps,  they  shall  know  how 
old  Colvin  loads  nis  guns."  . 

They  stood  breathless,  each  by  his  cannon.  The 
dreaded  sound  approached  nearer  and  more  near,  till 
f  he  imperfect  lisht  showed  a  dark  and  shadowy  but 
dense  column  of  men,  armed  with  long  spears,  pole- 
axes,  and  other  weaponSi  amidst  which  bannere 
dimly  floated.  Colvin  suffered  them  to  approach  to 
the  distance  of  about  forty  yards,  and  then  gave  the 
word.  Fire  1  But  his  own  piece  alone  expkded :  a 
6lij{bc  flame  flashed  from  the  touch-hole  of  theoth- 
ers.  which  had  been  spiked  by  the  Italian  deaerten, 
ana  left  in  reality  disabled,  though  apparently  fit  for 
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service.  Had  they  besn  all  in  the  some  eondition  with 
that  fired  by  Colvin,  they  would  probaby  have  verified 
his  prophecy;  for  even  that  single  dischaige  produced 
an  awoiil  enect,  and  made  a  long  lane  of  dead  and 
wounded  through  the  Swiss  column,  in  which  the  first 
and  leading  banner  was  struck  down. 

"  Stand  to  it  yet,"  said  Colvin,  "  and  aid  me  if  possi- 
ble to  reload  the  piece." 

For  this,  however,  no  time  was  allowed.  A  stately 
form,  conspicuous  in  the  firont  of  the  staggered  col- 
umn, raised  up  the  fallen  banner,  and  a  voice  as  of  a 


terwalden,  here  is  your  standard  1— Cry  your  war- 
cries,  wind  your  horns ;  Vnterwalden,  follow  your 
Landamman  I" 

They  rushed  on  like  a  raging  ocean,  with  a  roar  as 
deafening,  and  a  course  as  impetuous.  Colvin,  still 
labouring  to  reload  his  gun,  was  struck  down  in  the 
act.  Oxford  and  hie  son  were  overthrown  by  the  mul- 
titude, the  closeness  of  which  prevented  any  blows 
bein^  aimed  at  them.    Arthur  partly  saved  himself  by 

f^ettmg  uqder  the  gun  he  was  posted  at ;  his  father, 
ess  fortunate,  was  much  trampled  upon,  and  must 
have  been  crushed  to  death  but  for  his  armour  of  proof. 
The  human  inundation,  consisting  of  at  least  four 
thousand  men,  rushed  down  into  the  camp,  continuing 
theirdreadfiil  shouts,  soon  mingled  with  shrill  shrieks, 
groans,  snd  cries  of  alarm. 

A  broad  red  glare  rising  behind  the  assailants,  and 
putting  to  shame  the  nalhd  lights  of  the  winter  morn- 
ing, firat  recalled  Arthur  to  a  sense  of  his  condition. 
The  camp  was  on  fire  in  his  rear,  and  resounded  with 
all  the  various  shonts  of  conquest  and  terror  that  are 
heard  in  a  town  which  is  stormed.  Starting  to  his 
feet,  he  looked  around  him,  for  his  father.  He  lay 
near  him  senseless,  as  were  the  gunnersi  whose  con- 
dition prevented  their  attempting  an  escape.  Having 
opened  his  father's  casque,  rie  was  rejoiced  to  see  him 
give  symptoms  of  reanimation. 

"  The  horses,  the  horses  T'  said  Arthur.  "  Thiebault, 
where  art  thou  7" 

"At  hand,  my  lord,"  said  that  trusty  attendant, 
who  had  saved  himself  and  his  charge  by  a  prudent 
retreat  into  a  small  thicket,  which  the  assaUants  had 
avoided  that  they  might  not  disorder  their  ranks. 

"  Where  is  the  gallant  Colvin  T  said  the  Earl ;  "  get 
him  a  horse,  I  will  not  leave  him  in  jeopardy." 

'*His  wars  are  ended,  my  lord."  said  Thiebault} 
"he  will  never  mount  steed  more.  \ 

A  look  and  a  sigh  as  he  saw  Colvin,  with  the  rani- 
rod  in  his  hand,  before  the  muzzle  of  the  piece,  his 
head  cleft  by  a  Swiss  battle-axe,  was  all  the  moment 
permitted.  „     . ,  .    ,_ 

"  Whither  must  we  take  our  course  7"  said  Arthur 
to  his  father.  .  .     ^  .....  . 

"To  join  the  Duke,"  said  the  Earl  of  Oxfoid.  "It  is 
not  on  a  day  like  this  that  I  will  leave  him."    _  , 

"  So  pleaae  you,"  said  Thiebault,  "I  saw  the  Duke, 
followed  by  some  half  score  of  his  guards,  ndmg  at 
full  speed  across  this  hollow  water-course,  and 
making  for  the  open  country  to  the  northward.  I 
think  f  can  guide  you  on  the  track." 

"If  that  be  so,^'  replied  Oxford,  "we  will  mount 
and  follow  him.  The  camp  has  been  assailed  on 
several  places  at  once,  and  all  must  be  over  sinoe  he 
has  fled.^' 

With  difficulty  they  assisted  the  Earl  of  Oxford  to 
his  horse,  and  rode  as  fast  as  his  returning  strength 
permitted,  in  the  direction  which  the  Troven^al 
pointol  out.  Their  other  attendants  were  dispersed  or 
slain.  .  ^  , 

They  looked  back  more  than  once  on  the  catnPi 
now  one  great  scene  of  conflagration,  by  whose  red 
and  glaring  light  they  could  discover  on  the  ground 
the  traces  of  Charles's  retreat.  About  three  miJM 
from  the  scene  of  their  defeat,  the  sound  of  which 
they  still  heard,  mingled  with  the  bells  of  Nancy, 
which  were  ringing  in  triumph,  they  reached  a  nolf- 
ffozen  swamp,  round  which  lay  several  dead  bodies. 
The  most  conspicuous  was  that  of  CbarlM  oi  Bur- 
gundy, onre  the  ^opsceeor  of  such  unlimitM  power-- 
such  unboundc!  vriUh.    He  was  partly  stripped  and 
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plonderai,  ■•  wero  those  who  lay  roand  bun.  Bis 
body  was  piarced  with  aevenl  wooods,  inflicted  bv 
▼anons  weapons.  His  sword  was  stiil  in  his  hand, 
and  the  singular  ferocity  which  was  wont  to  animate 
bis  features  m  battle^  still  dwelt  on  his  stiffisned  coun- 
tenance. Close  behind  htm,  as  if  they  had  fallen  in 
the  act  of  motoal  fight,  lay  the  corpse  of  Count  Al- 
bert of  Geierstein ;  and  that  of  Ital  Schreckenwald, 
the  faithful  though  unscrupulous  follower  of  the  latter, 
lay  not  far  distant  Both  were  in  the  dress  of  the 
men-at-arms  composing  the  Duke's  guard,  a  disguise 
probably  assumed  to  execute  the  fatal  commission  of 
the  Secret  Tribunal  It  is  supposed  that  a  party  of  the 
traitor  Campo-basso*s  men  had  been  engaged  in  the 
skirmish  in  which  the  Duke  fell,  for  six  or  seven  of 
theuL  and  about  the  same  number  of  the  Duke's 
guards,  were  found  near  the  spot. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  threw  himself  from  his  horsey 
and  examined  the  body  of  bis  deceased  brother-in- 
arms, with  all  the  sorrow  inspired  by  early  remem- 
brance of  bis  kindness.  But  as  he  gave  way  to  the 
feelios  inspired  by  so  melancholy  an  example  of  the 
£■11  of  human  greatness,  Thiebatui,  who  was  looking 
out  on  the  path  thev  had  just  pursued,  exclaimed, 
**  To  horse,  my  lord  f  here  is  no  time  to  mourn  the 
dead,  and  little  to  save  the  living— the  Swiss  are 
upon  us." 

"  Fly  thyself  good  feUow,"  said  the  Eari :  "  and  do 
ifaou,  Arthur,  fly  also,  and  save  thy  youth  for  happio- 
days.  I  cannot  and  will  not  fly  farther.  I  will  ren- 
der roe  to  the  pursuers ;  if  they  take  me  to  grace,  it  is 
well :  if  not,  there  is  osrx  above  that  mil  receive  me 
to  Hia." 

**  1  will  not  fly,"  said  Arthur,  "  and  leave  you  de- 
fenceless:  I  will  stay  and  share  your  fate." 

"And  I  will  remain  also,"  said  Thiebault;  "the 
Swiizere  make  fair  war  when  their  blood  has  not  been 
heated  by  much  opposition,  and  they  have  had  little 
enough  to-day." 

The  party  of  Swiss  which  came  up  proved  to  be 
SigismuncL  with  his  brother  Ernest,  and  some  of  the 
youths  of  Unterwalden.  Sigismuna  kindly  and  iqy- 
fully  received  them  to  mercy ;  and  thus,  (pr  the  third 
tim&  rendered  Arthur  ao  important  service,  in  return 
for  the  kindness  he  had  expressed  towards  him. 

"I  will  take  you  to  my  father,"  said  Sigismund, 
"  who  will  be  right  glad  to  see  you  :  only  that  he  is 
ill  at  ease  just  now  lor  the  death  of  brother  Rudiger, 
who  fell  with  the  banner  in  his  hand,  by  the  only  can- 
non that  was  fired  this  morning;  the  rest  could  not 
bark;  Campo-basso  had  oiuzzled  Colvin's  mastiffs, 
or  we  should  many  more  of  us  have  been  served  like 
poor  Rudiger.    But  Colvin  himself  is  killed." 

'*  Campo-basso  then  was  in  your  correspondence  7" 
said  Arthur. 

"'Not  in  ours— we  scorn  such  companions— but 
some  dealing  there  was  between  the  Italian  and  Duke 
Ferrand  ;  and  having  disabled  the  cannon,  and  filled 
the  German  gunners  soundly  drunk,  he  came  ofl*  to 
our  camp  with  fifteen  hundred  horse,  and  offered  to 
act  with  ua.  *  But  no,  no !'  said  my  father,—'  traitors 
come  not  into  our  Swiss  host ;'  and  so,  though  we 
walked  in  at  the  door  which  he  left  open,  we  would 
not  have  his  company.  So  he  marched  with  Duke 
Ferrand  to  attack  the  other  extremity  of  the  camp, 
where  be  found  them  entrance  by  announcing  them 
as  the  return  of  a  reconnoitring  party." 

"Nay,  then,"  said  Arthur,  "a  more  accomplished 
traitor  never  drew  breath,  nor  one  who  drew  his  net 
with  such  success." 

"  You  say  well,"  answered  the  young  Swiss.  "  The 
Duke  will  never,  they  say,  be  able  to  collect  another 
armvT' 

"Never,  young  man,"  said  tlie  Earl  of  Oxford,  "for 
he  lies  dead  before  you."* 

*  TlM  folinwinf  wry  nuikuif  puM««  i«  that  in  which  Philip 
M  Commiiies  raoit  up  the  last  tceoe  of  Charles  the  Bold,  whoM 
vanoua  foruinei  be  had  lone  watched  with  a  dark  antici^w- 
Uoa  tiiat  a  character  lo  leckleM,  and  capable  of  tach  exceas, 
nNMt  M>oiMr  or  later  lead  to  a  tragical  msult : 

"  Aa  aoon  a«  the  Count  de  Campo-baMO  arrived  io  the  Duke 

wju»Taio*i  arror,  word  waa  tent  him  to  leave  tlie  catnp  im- 

MMiaiciy,  for  they  would  not  entertain,  nor  have  any  com- 

SSJ5*'*?JL  r*"*'  •"<^'»  tiaytor*.     Upon  which  Rieaia«e  be 

il  foluC?  J?'"  *W*^  *?  •  ^^"«  ■™*  *•■«•  *»"»  fi»f  off.  ^'here 
IM  rortdled  hinnclr  with  carta  and  other  tilings  ai  well  a«  lie 


Sigismund  started :  for  he  had  an  inhoent 
and  somewhat  of  foar,  for  the  lofty  nan»e  of  Cbaii 
the  Bold,  and  ooold  hardly  believe  that  the  man^^ 
corpse,  which  now  lay  before  him,  was  once  the  pc 
sonsge  he  had  been  taught  to  dread.  Bat  his  m 
prise  was  mingled  with  sorrow,  when  he  saw  tl 
body  of  his  uncle,  Count  Albert  of  Gciersteiii. 

"  Oh,  my  uncle  f  he  sai  i— "  my  dear  uncle  Alhff 
has  all  your  greatness  sna  vour  wisdom  bfoqght  yi 
to  a  death,  at  the  side  of  a  ditch,  like  any  craaed  oq 
gar  7— Come,  this  sad  news  must  be  presently  toU 
my  father,  who  will  be  concerned  to  baar  of  k 
brother's  death,  which  will  add  ^all  to  bittcmsi 
coming  on  the  back  of  poor  RudigerV  It  is  sn 
comfort,  however,  that  father  and  ande  never  en 
abide  each  other." 

With  some  difficulty  they  oooe  more  aasistfld  d 
Earl  of  Oxford  to  horseback,  and  weie  jnwwmmA\*>f^ 
set  forward,  when  the  English  lord  said, — **  Toa  « 
place  a  guard  here,  to  save  these  bodies  from  fonk 
dishonour,  that  they  may  beintened  with  due  aofai 
nity." 

By  our  Lady  of  Einaiedlen !  I  thank  jrou  for  i 
hint,''  said  Sigismund.  "  Ye%  we  ahould  do  all  ik 
the  church  can  for  unde  Albert.  It  is  to  be  bond  1 
has  not  gambled  away  his  soul  beforehand,  pISTii 
with  Satan  at  odda  and  evens.  I  would  we  had 
priest  to  stay  by  his  poor  body ;  but  it  mattas  ■ 
since  no  one  ever  h«ud  of  a  demon  appeaiiog  ja 
before  breakfast." 

They  proceeded  to  the  Landamman'a  qoana 
through  sights  and  aoenes  which  Arthur,  and  em 
his  father,  so  well  accustomed  to  war  in  all  its  thafe 
could  not  look  upon  without  shuddering.  But  d 
simple  Sigismund,  aa  he  walked  by  Aitboi's  mA 
contrived  to  hit  upon  a  theme  so  interesting  aa  to  d 
vert  his  sense  of  the  horrors  around  them. 

"  Have  you  farther  buainesa  in  Burgundy,  now  tk 
Duke  of  youre  is  at  an  end  7" 

"  My  iather  knows  beat,"  said  Arthur :  "  boc  I  a 
prehend  we  have  none.  The  Ducheaa  of  fTiinsaii 
who  must  now  succeed  to  some  sort  of  anthoiitf  a 
her  late  husband's  dominion,  is  sister  to  this  Edvsa 
of  York,  and  a  mortal  enemy  to  the  House  oi  L» 
caster,  and  to  those  who  have  atood  by  it  foiifaiU^ 
It  were  neither  prudent  nor  aafo  to  tarry  where  ^ 
has  influence.'* 

"In  that  case,"  said  Sigismund,  **my  plan  H 
fadge  brevely.  You  ahall  go  back  to  Geienteia.  wi 
take  up  your  dwelling  with  ua.  Your  lather  aril  bei 
brother  to  mine,  and  a  better  one  than  uncle  lAm 
whom  he  aeldom  aaw  or  apoke  with ;  while  witk  p« 
father  he  will  converse  from  moming  till  night,  m 
leave  us  all  the  work  of  the  form.  And  yea,  Aitka 
you  shall  go  with  us,  and  be  a  brother  to  us  sK.  i 
place  of  poor  Rudiger,  who  was,  to  be  sue,  nyn 
brother,  which  you  cannot  be ;  nevertheless,  I  didsv 
like  him  so  well,  m  respect  he  was  not  so  gojt 
na lured.  And  then  Anne— cousin  Anne— is  left  alls 
my  father's  charge,  and  is  now  at  GeterstoD-Hd 
you  know.  King  Arthur,  we  uaed  to  call  herOmm 
Guenover." 

;;  You  spoke  great  foUy  then,"  saki  Ardmr. 
But  It  IS  great  truth— For.  look  yon,  I  hmd  is 
Anne  tslesof  ourhuntmz,  and  ao  forth,  bat  she  ^ 
not  listen  a  word  till  1  threw  in  aomethiogof 
Arthur,  and  then  I  warrant  she  wouU  sit  sail 
heath -ben  when  die  hawk  is  in  the  bcaveoiw 
now  Donoerhugel  is  slain,  yon  know  yoa  mew 
niy  cousin  when  you  and  she  will,  for  nobodr 
mtercst  to  prevent  it." 

Arthur  blushed  with  pleasure  under  hisbdisK 
almost  forgave  that  new-yeai'a  monuac  all  in 
plicated  distres9«>s. 

*'  You  forget,"  he  replied  to  Sigismund,  aitfc 

could,  ID  hopea,  that  if  the  l>nke  of  BwivdiIt  ww  iwai 
miffht  Imve  an  opportanilj  of  ccnatnc  ra  Ihr  a  Jtm  ^ 

Blunder,  at  he  did  aftorwarda.    Nor  was  this  pfaetiei  wet 
uke  of  Lorrain  the  inoet  execxaU^  action  Umi  Cwmm  a 
was  guilty  of:  bat  twfon;  he  left  tlie  amrheeooM 
aeveral  otiier  offloen  (fladiiic  it  was  imanc^wMt  iv 
Mj  thina  agaiMt  tlie  Duke  of  Burffsndr'a  wfsea)  i 
jun  M  they  came  to  ctwrae,  for  •(  Uiat  um  bt 
would  put  the  !>uke  into  the  freateM  tmur  aad  m 
and  ifjif  fl«d.  h€  wmt  sure  he  could  oof  oar.ipc  di««.fcrli 
order'd  Uurieen  or  fourteen  aura  own,  tamz lor 
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much  lodifference  as  he  could  asBome,  '*  that  I  may  be 
▼iewed  in  your  couniry  with  prejudice  on  account  of 
Rndolph's  death." 

"Not  a  whit,  not  a  whit:  we  bear  no  malice  for 
what  is  done  in  fair  fight  undir  shield.  It  is  no  more 
than  if  you  had  beat  him  in  wrestling  or  at  ouoits— 
only  it  is  a  game  cannot  be  played  over  again. ' 

They  now  entered  the  town  of  Nancy ;  the  win- 
dows were  hung  with  tapestry,  and  the  streets  crowd- 
ed with  tumultuous  and  rejoicing  multitudes,  whom 
the  success  of  the  battle  had  relieved  from  great 
alarm  for  the  formidable  vengeance  of  Charles  of 
Burgundy. 

The  prisoners  were  received  with  the  utmost  kind- 
ness by  the  Landamman,  who  assured  them  of  his 
protection  and  friendship.  He  appeared  to  support 
the  death  of  his  son  Rudiger  with  stern  resigna* 
lion. 

"  He  had  rather."  he  said.  "  bis  son  fell  in  battle, 
than  that  he  should  live  to  despise  the  old  simplicity 


land  more  irretrievably  than  ever  his  sword  did  their 
bodies." 

He  heard  of  his  brother's  death  without  surprise, 
but  apparently  with  emotion. 

*^It  was  the  conclusion,"  he  said,  "of  a  long  tissue 
of  ambitious  enterprises,  which  often  offered  fair  pros- 
pects, but  uniformly  ended  in  disappointment." 

The  Landaraman  farther  intimated,  that  his  bro- 

GerauuM  came  up  to  ch«r(0  'em,  and  oth«n  to  watch  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy,  and  kill  him  in  the  rout ;  which  wm  well  enouf  h 
contrived  ;  I  myeelf  have  Meo  two  or  three  of  thoae  who  were 
employed  to  kill  the  Duke.  HeTinf  thui  aettled  hii  conipiraey 
at  home,  he  went  ovm  to  the  Dnke  of  Lorrain  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Oerman  annr ;  bat  findiof  they  would  not  en- 
tertain him,  he  retired  to  Conda. 

"  'Die  Qennan  army  marched  forward,  and  with  *em  a  con- 
•iderable  body  of  French  hone,  whom  the  Kinf  had  aiven 
leave  to  bo  preaent  at  that  action.  Several  partiea  lay  in  ambaiih 
not  fltf  off,  that  if  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  waa  routed,  tliey 
might  Borpriae  acme  peraon  of  quality,  or  take  some  considera- 
ble bocty.    By  thia  every  one  may  aee  into  what  a  deplorable 
condition  thia  poor  Duke  had  brought  himself,  by  hia  contempt 
of  good  oouoael.    Both  armiea  being  joyn'd,  the  Duke  of  Bur* 
gmidy'a  foreea  having  been  twice  beaten  before,  and  by  conse- 
quence weak  and  dispirited,  and  ill  provided  beaidea,  were 
qaiekly  broken  and  entirely  defeated  :  Many  sav'd  themselves 
and  got  oflT;  the  rest  were  either  taken  or  kill'd ;  and  among 
*em  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  himself  was  killed  on  the  spot  One 
MonaJeur  Claude  of  Bausmont,  Captain  of  the  Castle  of  Dier 
In  Lorrain.  kill'd  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.    Finding  his  army 
rooted,  he  mounted  a  swift  horse,  and  endeavoorina  to  starim  a 
litUo  nver  in  order  to  make  hia  escape,  his  horse  feu  with  him, 
and  overset  him  •*  The  Duke  cry'd  out  for  quarter  to  this  gentle- 
man, who  waa  pursuing  him,  but  he  being  deaf,  and  not  hearing 
him,  immod lately  kill'd  and  stripp'd  him,  not  knowing  who 
he  was.  and  left  nim  naked  in  the  ditch,  where  his  boor  was 
found  tiM  next  day  after  the  baUle ;  which  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain (to  hia  eternal  honour)  buried  with  great  pomp  and  mag- 
nificence in  8l  George's  Church,  in  the  old  town  of  Nancjr, 
himaelf  and  all  his  nobility,  in  deep-mourning,  attending  tiie 
eorpee  to  the  grave.    The  following  epitaph  was  some  time 
ftfnrwarda  ingraWd  on  bis  tomb  s— 

'  Caroliu  kee  iiu»  Bvrgfmim  gloria  tentit 
CoHditur,  Surtpa  qui/wanu  ttmarJ 

I  saw  a  aeal  ring  of  his,  since  his  death,  at  Milan,  with  his 
ama  cut  curiously  upon  a  sardonix  that  I  have  seen  him  often 
wear  in  a  riblwn  at  bis  breast,  which  was  sold  at  Milan  fbr  two 
dncata,  and  had  been  stolen  from  him  by  a  rascal  that  waited 
on  him  in  hia  chaatwr.    I  have  often  seen  tha  Duke  dress'd 
and  nndress'd  in  great  state  and  formality,  and  attended  by 
very  grsat  peiaona ;  but  at  his  death  all  this  pomp  and  mag- 
nilusenoe  coaa'd,  and  his  fkmily  waa  involv'd  in  the  same  mm 
with  himaelf,  and  very  likely  aa  a  punishment  for  his  having 
delivered  up  the  Constable  not  long  before,  out  of  a  ba«  and 
avaricious  principle ;  but  God  forgive  him.    I  have  known  him 
a  powerful  and  honourable  Prince,  in  as  great  esteem,  and  as 
nmch  courted  by  his  neighboun.  (when  his  aflkira  were  in  a 
proeperoua  condition,)  aa  any  Pnnce  in  Europe,  and  perhapa 
more ;  and  I  cannot  conceive  what  should  provoke  God  Al- 
mighty's displeasure  so  highly  against  him.  unless  it  was  his 
self-love  and  arronnce,  in  appropriating  all  the  success  of  his 
enterprises,  and  all  the  renown  he  ever  acquir'd,  to  his  own 
wisdom  and  conduct,  without  attributing  any  thing  to  God. 
Tat  to  speak  truth,  he  was  master  of  several  good  qualitiea ;  No 
nioce  ever  had  a  greater  ambition  to  entertain  young  noblemen 
than  he,  nor  waa  more  careful  of  their  education :  His  presents 
and  bounty  were  never  proflise  and  extravagant,  because  he 
aiveto  many,  and  had  a  mind  every  body  should  taste  of  it 
No  Prince  was  ever  mora  easie  of  aeeess  to  his  servants  and 
nibieeta.    Whilst  t  was  in  his  service  he  was  never  cruel,  but  a 
Uttle  befiwe  hia  death  he  took  up  that  humour,  which  waa  an 
iaallible  sign  of  the  shortness  of  his  life.  He  waa  very  splendid 
and  eurioua  in  hia  dress,  and  in  every  thing  elae,  and  indeed  a 
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Ihcr  had  appriied  him  that  he  was  engaged  in  an 
affair  of  so  much  danger,  that  he  was  almost  certain 
to  perish  in  it,  and  had  bequeathed  his  daughter  to  her 
uncle  a  care,  with  instructions  respecting  her. 

Here  they  parted  for  the  present,  but  shortly  after, 
the  Landamman  inquired  earnestly  of  the  Earl  of 
Oxford,  what  his  moUons  were  like  to  be,  and  whether 
he  could  assist  them. 

"  I  think  of  choosing  Bretagne  for  my  place  of 
refuKe,"  answered  the  Earl,  '*  where  my  wife  has 
dwelt  since  the  battle  of  Tewkesbury  expelled  us  fW)m 
England." 

'U)o  not  80,"  said  the  kind  Landamman,  "but 
come  to  Geierstein  with  the  Countess,  where  if  she 
can,  hkjB  you,  endure  our  mountain  manners  and 
raountam  fare,  vou  are  welcome  as  to  the  house  of  a 
brother,  to  a  soil  where  neither  conspiracy  nor  treaaon 
ever  flourished.  Bethink  you,  the  Duke  of  Bietagne 
IS  a  weak  prince,  entirely  governed  by  a  wicked  fa- 
vounte,  Peter  Landais.  He  is  as  capable—I  mean 
the  ministei^-of  selling  brave  men's  blood,  aa  a 
butcher  of  selling  buijock's  flesh ;  and  you  know, 
there  are  those,  both,  in  France  and  Burgundy,  that 
thirst  after  yours." 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  expressed  his  thanks  for  the 
proposal,  and  his  determmation  to  profit  by  it,  if  ap- 
proved ojf  by  Henry  of  Lancaster,  Earl  of  Richmond, 
whom  he  now  regarded  as  his  sovereign. 

To  close  the  tale,  about  three  monins  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Nancy,  the  banished  Earl  of  Oxford  resumed 
his  name  of  Philipson,  bringing  with  his  lady  some 

little  too  much.  He  paid  great  honours  to  all  ambassadors  and 
foreigners,  and  entertain'd  them  nobly :  His  ambitions  desire 
of  fame  was  insatiable,  and  it  was  that  which  induced  him  to 
be  eternally  in  wars,  more  than  any  other  motive.  He  am- 
bitiously desir'd  to  imitate  Uie  old  Kings  and  Heroes  of  anti- 
quity, whoee  actions  still  shine  in  History  and  are  so  much 
talked  of  in  the  worid,  and  his  oourage  was  equal  to  any 
Prince'aof  his  time. 

"  But  all  his  designs  and  imaginationa  were  vain  and  ex- 
travagant, and  tum  d  aflerwarda  to  his  own  dishonour  and 
confusion,  for  *tia  the  conquerors  and  not  the  conquer'd  that 
purchaae  to  themselves  renown.  I  cannot  easily  determine 
towards  whom  God  Almighty  show'd  his  anger  most,  whether 
towards  him  who  died  suddenly  without  pain  or  siekneM  in  the 
field  of  battle,  or  towards  his  subjects  who  never  enjoy'd  peace 
after  his  death,  but  were  continually  involv'd  in  wars,  against 
.  which  they  were  not  able  to  maintain  Uiemselves,  upon  ac- 
count of  the  civil  disaentions  and  cruel  animosities  that  arose 
among  'em  ;  and  that  which  was  the  most  insupportable,  waa, 
that  the  very  people,  to  whom  they  were  now  oblig'd  for 
their  defence  and  preservation,  were  the  Germans,  who  were 
strangera,  and  not  long  since  their  profess'd  enemies.  In  abort, 
after  the  Duke's  death,  there  waa  not  a  neighbouring  stale 
that  wish'd  them  to  prosper,  nor  even  (Sermanv  that  defended 
'em.  And  by  the  management  of  their  aflkirs,  their  understand* 
ing  seem'd  to  be  as  much  infktuated  as  their  master's,  for  they 
r^cted  all  good  counsel,  and  puraued  such  methods  as  directly 
tended  to  their  destruction ;  and  they  are  atill  in  such  a  condi- 
tion, that  though  they  have  at  preaent  aome  little  ease  and  re- 
laxation from  their  sorrows,  yet  'tis  with  great  danger  of  a 
relapae,  and  'tis  well  if  it  turns  not  in  the  end  to  their  utter 
ruin. 

"  I  am  partly  of  their  opinion  who  maintain,  that  God  gives 
Princes,  as  he  in  his  wisdom  thinks  fit.  to  punish  or  chasliae 
the  subjects ;  and  he  disposes  the  allbction  of  subjects  to  their 
Princes,  as  he  has  determin'd  to  raiae  or  depreas  'em.  Juat  so 
it  has  pleas'd  him  to  deal  with  the  House  of  Burgundy ;  for, 
aflor  a  long  aeries  of  riches  and  prosperity,  and  six-and-tweaty 
years'  peace  under  the  niuatrioua  Princes,  predeoessora  to  thia 
Charies.  (all  of 'em  excellentpersons,  and  of  great  prudence  and 
discretion,)  it  pleas'd  God  to  send  this  Duke  Cliarles,  who  in- 
volv'd them  in  bloody  wan,  as  well  winter  as  summer,  to  their 
great  affliction  and  expense,  in  which  moat  of  their  rieheet  and 
atoutest  men  were  either  kill'd,  or  utteriy  undone.  Their  mit* 
fortunes  continu'd  successively  to  the  very  hour  of  his  death : 
and  after  such  a  manner,  that  at  the  last,  the  whole  strength  of 
their  country  was  destroy'd,  and  all  kill'd  or  uken  prisonen 
who  had  any  seal  or  aflection  fbr  the  Honae  of  Burgundy,  and 
had  power  to  defend  the  state  and  dignity  of  that  family ;  ao 
that  in  a  manner  their  losses  were  equal  to,  if  not  overbalane'd 
by  their  former  prosperi  tv :  for  as  I  have  seen  those  Princes  here* 
tofore  puissant,  rich,  and  honourable,  so  it  fkrad  the  same  with 
their  subjects ;  for  I  think,  I  have  seen  and  known  the  greatest 
part  of  Europe:  yet  I  never  knew  any  province,  or  country, 
tiio'  perhaps  of  a  larger  extent,  ao  abounding  in  money,  so 
extravagantly  fine  in  furniture  for  their  horses,  so  sumptuous  in 
their  buildings,  so  profVtse  in  their  expenses,  so  luxurious  in 
their  feasta  and  enterulnmenu,  and  so  prodigal  mall  reapeeta. 
as  the  subjects  of  these  Princes,  in  my  time .-  but  it  has  Ploaaed 
God  at  one  blow  to  subvert  and  rum  thia  illustrious  family. 
Such  changes  and  revolutions  in  statea  and  kingdoms  God  m 
his  providence  has  wrought  before  we  were  bom,  and  will  do 
agam  whtrn  we  are  in  our  gravee ;  fbr  this  is  a  eartain  maxira 
Uiat  the  prosperity  or  adrenity  of  Princea  are  wholly  at  hia 

diapoaal.'^ 

Comams,  Book  V.  Chap.  f. 
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remnants  of  their  former  wealth,  which  enabled  them 
to  procure  a  commodious  residence  near  to  Geier- 
Btem;  and  the  Landamman's  interest  in  the  state 

Erocured  for  them  the  right  of  denizenship.  The  high 
lood,  and  the  moderate  fortunes,  of  Anne  of  Geier- 
Btein  and  Arthur  de  Vere,  joined  to  their  mutual  in- 
clination, made  their  marriage  in  every  respect  ration- 
al; and  Annette  with  her  bachelor  took  up  their 
residence  with  the  young  people,  not  as  servants,  but 
mechanical  aids  in  the  duties  of  the  farm ;  for  Arthur 
continued  to  prefer  the  chase  to  the  labours  of  hus- 
bandry, which  was  of  little  consequence,  as  his  aepti^ 
rate  income  amounted,  in  that  poor  country,  to  opu- 
lence. Time  glided  on,  till  it  amounted  to  five  years 
since  the  exiled  family  had  been  inhabitants  of  Switz- 
erland. In  the  year  1482,  the  Landamman  Bied- 
erman  died  the  death  of  the  righteous,  lamented 
universally,  as  a  model  of  the  true  and  valiant,  simple- 


minded  and  sagacious  chiefs,  who  ruled  the  aDdeai 
Switzers  in  peace,  and  headed  them  in  battle  h 
the  same  year,  the  Earl  of  Oxford  lost  hii  noUe 
Countess. 

But  the  star  of  Lancaster,  at  that  period,  begu 
again  to  culminate,  and  called  the  banished  lord  ud 
his  son  from  their  retirement,  to  mix  once  moreii 
politics.  The  treasured  necklace  of  Margaret  wu 
then  put  to  its  destined  use,  and  the  produce  appliad 
to  levy  those  bands  which  shortly  after  fought  the 
celebrated  battle  of  Bosworth.  in  which  the  amis  of 
Oxford  and  his  son  contributed  so  much  to  the  aQ^ 
cess  of  Henry  VII.  This  changed  the  de8tiiue«gf 
De  Vero  and  nis  ladv.  Their  Swiss  farm  was  con- 
ferred on  Annette  ana  her  husband ;  and  the  manDcn 
and  beauty  of  Anne  of  Greierstein  attracted  as  much 
admiration  at  the  English  Court  as  formerly  is  thi 
Swiss  Chalet. 


THE  END   OF  ANNE    OF   GEIERSTEIN. 


COUNT  ROBERT  OF  PARIS. 
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woman.  Afkor  the  diicorery  of  her  trction,  the  life  and  fortune  ;  nearly  Uiirty  jreart  in  thia  retjrenieDt,  baftm  bet  bo^  wupiib- 
of  Anna  were  justly  furfeitod  lo  the  lawa.    Her  life  was  spared  I  liiihed. 

by  tiie  cleincucy  of  the  rmp«ror,  but  ho  visited  the  pomp  and  '     Fur  accurate  particulars  of  the  public  ercnts  toached  on  in 
trcasurck  uf  linr  palac6,  and  bestowed  the  rich  cond*eation  on  j  Rode.rt  of  Paris,  tlin  reader  is  referred  to  the  abotx  qunisd  u 
tlie  mnti  do^erviriff  of  his  fntfuAs.^'—Hiitor^  qf  the  DeeUite  and    thor.  chapters  xiviii.  xlii.  and  1.;  and  to  the  first  toIdim  of 
f^U  (if  the  Rcjiuin  Empire,  chap,  xlviii.  Mills'  Hutory  of  the  Crusadcv. 

The  year  of  Anna's  dnarh  is  nowhere  recorded.    She  appears  i  J.  G-  L| 

to  have  written  ihe  Akxiai  iu  a  con\ent ;  and  lu  have  rpeul       London,  1»/  Marth,  1B33. 


INTRODUCTORY   ADDRESS. 


JEDCDIAII  CLELSHBOTHAM.  M   A. 

To  the  Ufr'.r.g  Redder  n•^.^heL^  health  attd  prc.*ift'ai,-. 

It  would  III  bccnnin  ine,  whoi*'  name  hns  hcon  s|in>nd  abroad 
by  those  formrr  collection?,  bearing  thi«*  tiiU*  of  "  Talcs  of  my 
Landlord."  and  who  have,  by  ihu  condid  \(iice  of  a  numerous 
crowd  or  readers,  tiren  rauplit  to  thiii'ic   ihal  iiif-rit   nut   llu' 
empty  fanj«s  alone,  but  aNo  the  niont  «uhstantiHl  ri'wari^s,  of 
Burcessful  iHMicmri— il  would,  I  say,  ill  becuiric  mo  to  »ufliT  llii", 
my  younpeiit  literaiy  babe,  uiid,  probably  at  (he  uiinc  (ii.i>:.  Ihe 
last  child  of  mine  old  ago,  lo  puns  into  iho  world  wiiliuiit  mhuu 
such  modest  ai>olopy  for  fls  dufi'ctb,  a*  it  lia>«  t>evii  my  ci:?>ioiii 
to  i>ut  foril)  on  iTfcedinic  orntsions  uf  the  like  iiaiurc.    'I'lw 
world  tiax  been  >utfii-.iently  iiiHlrurteil,  of  a  irutli,  tint  I  nm  not 
individually  the  (icrsuii  lo  whom  in  to  be  u-i-rilied  the  uctu'il  in- 
xentinft  or  desiKuinK  of  the  M'heinc  upon  whtrh  thc.-e  'I'olci, 
which  mrn  have  ftjund  ho  pU-U!>jn.T.  were  oriKiiially  connlnu'tid  ; 
a«  also  tlint  neither  am  I  the  actual  workman,  who.  tumichetj 
by  a  skilful  Mrcliiieot  willi  an  occurnln  I'luii.  iiirluwinz  eiexa- 
tions  Biiil  diroctiorit   bi>ih  p'nernl  ainl   particular.  h.-M  from 
Uience  fiilod  to  briii?  forth  und  r.oinplot»  the  inti-ndi.d  >!ha|H« 
nod  proportiitn  of  euch  divi.mon  of  the  eilificiv    r\'i-\i!riiK-!>>!<i  1 
lia\c  boon  indisputably  llic  inoii,  who.  in  piiicin;;  inv  nmiic  h' 
the  head  of  the  iindortnkin;'.  have  rendered  ni)<«lf  niainlv  and 
principally  responsible  for  its  cen.-r.il  kU(*ce>rf.    Wln-n  .i  nhip  of 
war  ponili  forUi  to  battle  with  her  crvw,  runsj^iin^  ufrtundi>  , 
foremast-mi-n  and  various  oITu-.T!<,  b^uch  suSordiiMte  |H.'rt4in«uie 
not  said  to  ;;ain  or  lobC  the  vensel  whirh  IIm'^  l.a«e  nianned  or  i 
attacked,  (although  ear.h  was  nathelesx  du.hijiently  nctiic  in  ' 
his  own  department  ;}  but  it  is  forthwith  briiiiid  nnd  imirii'd  : 
abroad,  without  furtlier  pbrajto,  that  Cnpiuin  Jcd>:d:uli  rjeiitli-  j 
botliani  hath  lost  i>uch  n  Keteiilj-four.  or  won  that  wliir.h.  by 
tlie  united  exertions  of  all  thereto  pertHining.  is  taken  from  the  I 
enemy.    In  the  name  manner,  fchame  and  sorrow  it  wen*,  if  I.  : 
tlie  voluntary  Captain  and  founder  of  these  adroniures.  after  | 
naving  U|)on  threu  divers  occnsiiuii  assumed  to  my-fclf  ihu  emo-  I 
jnnienta  and  reputation  thereor.  should  now  withdraw  mykCif  , 
from  the  risks  of  failure  proper  to  this  fourth  nnd  Iomi  out^omir.  { 
No!  I  will  ratlier  addn-M  my  a>!<nci<ttes  in  this  bottom  with 
the  constant  spirit  of  Matthew  Trior's  heroine : 
'■  Diit  I  but  pnr]-r>ft  lo  tmh.ti  k  » itii  th^r 

On  llir  in,>>r(li  •iirl'soe  of  Mime  iiuniiicr  ^m,  I 

[)iit  wdul.l  fi>r>n!ip  ilii>  w.t«r»,  ari>l  inaUe  Civ  niintr,  | 

When  lli«  win.u  HliMilt.  iiii'l  III.'  Iiillovk  r»:ii  /" 

As  little,  noverthelet-'s.  would  it  boenme  my  ynars  and  ctntinn  ■ 
not, to  admit  without  cavil  certain  errurii  which  mny  justly  be  i 
iMinted  out  in  thc^e  roncludinv."  Tale«  of  my  Lamlloid."— the 
last,  and,  it  is  niiiiiifcst,  novi'.r  carefully  rcxim-d  or  rorrerted  I 
handiwork,  uf  Mr.  Peter  I*atti"un.  now  no  more;  tho  Mime 
worthy  younji  man  so  rei^'Uicdly  nientntned  in  the-e  Intruduc- 
tory  Essays,  and  never  without  that  tribute  to  his  (lood  K>nse 
and  talents,  nay,  wen  geniiiii,  uhich  his  runtributioiis  to  this 
my  undertHKing  fairly  entitleil  him  In  claim  at  the  hands  of  his 
■iurviving  friend  and  patron.  These  pafes.  I  have  said,  weie  the 
vlfiuu9  lajtnr  of  min<>  invniuu"  :i^!«i«t:iiil :  but  I  ^ay  not.,  an  th«« 
great  Dr.  Pitcairn  of  his  U*:Ttt,—iu'tlji:v>  a!;i.e  opliiuvs.  AUta'. 
even  the  giddiness  atteiidanl  on  a  journ'-y  on  this  Manchester 
lail-rond  is  not  so  i>oiili-us  to  the  ni;rve<i,  ns  timl  too  fii;<iu<-ii( 
exercise  in  the  merry  go  round  of  il-i'  uJi-al  world,  whrreof  th»> 
tendency  to  rnnder  the  fancy  iionfuM'tl.  hmiI  the  juditinrul  inert, 
liatli  in  all  ncesbeen  noted,  nut  only  by  the  iMiditc  of  the  earth, 
but  oven  by  many  of  the  Ihirk  wittod  (ifdii  theinielve?  ; 
whether  tlie  rapid  puco  at  whirli  tli<.>  I'ancy  movelh  in  turli  ex- 
crcitatinns,  whem  the  wikh  of  the  ivntiian  is  lohiin  like  Prince 
UouMOin's  tapestry,  in  tho  I^^stcni  fiibl<-.  l»u  the  cliief  source  of 
peril— or  wheUier,  without  n-ference  to  tlnii  wenrinK  fiveid  of 
movement,  the  dwelling  hnbitualiy  in  tho>.r  realioi  of  jiuhlm- 
nation,  be  a«  liiile  suited  for  a  m.'in'M  intellect,  as  lo  ba-athe  for 
any  considerable  space  "  the  ditTioult  air  of  the  mountain  top'* 
is  to  the  physical  Ktmcturo  of  Insoutwonl  frame*  this  Muestiun 
helongeth  not  to  me ;  but  certam  it  is,  that  we  often  dii>ciner 
in  the  works  of  the  foremost  of  this  order  of  ni>:n,  niiuks  of 
bewilderment  and  ccnfusion.  Hncti  ii.s  do  i>rii  hi  i're<|u<.Mitly  oc- 
cur in  those  of  persons  to  whom  nature  hath  eouM-di.d  fancy 
weaker  of  wing,  or  less  ambitious  in  (tirht. 

It  is  alTecting  to  see  the  great  Mijiuel  Cervantes  himself,  e\en  . 
like  the  sons  of  meaner  men.  derendiii}:  liimsi'li'aeain>t  the  en-  : 
tier  of  the  day,  wh<)  assailed  liim  upon  such  little  discrepnnries  '• 
and  inaccuracies  as  are  apt  to  cloud  tho  progrvss  e%rn  oi'  n 
mind  like  his,  when  the  ovcninc  is  closing  around  it.  "It  is  ; 
quite  a  common  thing,"  s.i>s  Don  Quixoh'.  "for  men  who  ! 
118^*0  gained  a  very  groat  reimtatiun  by  their  writings  bPf'>ro 
they  were  printed,  quite  to  lose  it  afterwards,  or.  at  least,  the 

freaterpart."    "Tiio  reason  is  plain."  answers  the  Richelor 
'arr.isco.  "their  faults  are  mure  easily  ilfcuveied  altor  Uie 


books  are  printed,  as  being  then  more  r^ad.  and  more  n«rru«  r 
examined,  especially  if  the  author  haa  been  moch  rried  upN 
fore,  for  theu  the  seventy  of  the  acruliny  is  sure  to  be  the  (ret-- 
cr.    Those  who  hav>^  raited  tiieinfelveff  a  name  by  their  own 
ingenuity,  ijieut  poets  and  celebrated  historians,  are  eommoii' 
ly,  it'  not  always,  envied  by  a  set  of  men  who  delight  in  enitrnt- 
ins;  i\\o  writing*  of  otiirrs,  thoush  they  could  nev»r  pniia^ 
any  of  their  own.''--" That  is  no  wonder,"  <|uoth  Dud  Qsa 
oti!  ;  "  there  are  many  di\inc9  thot  w<..uld  make  but  vert  rj.| 
lirracliL-rs,  nnd  yet  are  quirk  enough  at  t\iidiii;  faults  luid  ■o|<ct 
ttuilie!4  in  oihi.'r  men's  >erinoii?i.''— '*  All  this  is  true,"  ^a>*  Car- 
rartro,  "  .ind  thervl'ote  I  r-ould  wi>li  Mirii  cennur^r^  w«u!>:  I-.' 
rnoie  inereiful  nnd  l»hs  »crupuloui,  and  not  dwell  un^uieroui;; 
upon  niiiall  apots  that  are  in  a  manner  bui  so  many  aioni*  vn 
the  fniH'  of  the  clear  ^uii  they  muriiiur  at.     If  aliiu^ftde  icrri 
fat  llopt*ri!f.  let  ilieni  consider  how  mo'iy  night''  he  kept  \\vu 
MMf  nwnke  to  bnn?  his  n«d)le  workii  t'l  lifrht  a>  little  dartfLnn: 
with  defects  a>>  mii'lit  bo.    Rut,  ind<-ed,  it  may  inr.ny  tim-v  ii&4. 
pi-ii.  that  what  IS  i-eii:>uied  fur  a  f<iult.  is  rather  auomoiiMnt.  :< 
moles  orten  add  U*  the  beauty  of  a  foex-.     When  all  is  »=id,  t.- 
that  |id  linlirs  a  hook,  rur.s  u  treat  ri^k.  since  iiotliin;  «>3.n  t««-.- 
unlikdy  ft«t  that  ho  sliouid  have  rnuiiMiKed  one  rapubkef  m 
curintf  tin?  tipprobatioii  i.f  en  ry  reader."     "  Suie,"  lOjs  Pi-i. 
Quixote.  ''  that  whieh  Ire-its  nt  me  run  hate  pleafi-dlut  :Vh  ■ 
'■  tinite  the  c«)nirury."  says  t/nrnifcn  :  "  for  as  mj'.nff-ss  «.'.' .': 
/ntru<siuitotuni,  ho  an  infuiite  iii:inlH.-r  liHve  admired  yi.-iir  hi-l>f 
ry.    Only  some  there  are  w!io  have  tiixed  ihe  author  wiiit  wnt 
of  im-UMiry  or  sincerity,  bei.iau^e  he  fiirst>t  to  give  aa  &cco<Dt 
w  lui  It  was  that  >tole  huncho's  Dapple,  for  Uiat  parliculur  i>  nu: 
montioiii'd  tiiere,  on  y  we  find,  by  the  story,  that  it  was  ituisr , 
and  >et.  by  nnd  bv,  we  find  hini  ruling  tlie  same  ass  again,  viit-- 
out  any  previous  lii.'hi  given  us  hitu  the  matter.    Tiien  thef  mr 
that  the  iMitlior  forgot  io  tell  Ihe  render  wlintcianchn  did  a.'J. 
the  hunilrcd  pieces  of  gold  Iih  found  in  Ihe  iMirtniaiiti-aQ  io  tht 
Sierra  Morena,  for  there  is  not  a  word  said  of  tliem  more  ;  ui 
many  paoide  have  a  great  mind  to  kuow  w  hat  he  did  wiUi  ili?c>. 
and  how  he  iipcnt  them  ;  which  is  one  of  tlit;  m(>»t  mater^i 
points  in  which  the  work  is  deffcli>e." 

How  amusiii(ily  s^aiicho  is  made  to  clear  up  Ihe  ob-nita-* 
thu.4  alluded  to  l»y  the.  Bachelor  Carratco— no  reader  caa  lisie 
forpoiti'n  ;  but  them  remained  enough  of  similar  lac%r-e.  ictd 
vertfucies.  und  mistakes,  to  exercise  the  ingenuity  of  thoas 
i^pnnish  critics,  who  were  too  wise  in  their  own  conceit  to  r?^ 
fH  by  the  good-iiutuntd  and  modest  apology  of  Uiu  iraaicrtsl 
author. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  if  Ccrvanles  had  deigned  to  vsf 
it.  ho  mifflit  hav*i  pleaded  also  the  apoloii)  of  inditTervnt  li«allli. 
uiuU'T  which  he  ceitHinly  laboured  whfle  finishiug  tlie  tetvwc 
'  in  of  "  Don  Uuixoie."  It  musi  be  too  obvious  that  tiw  iRtsf 
valsof  MUfli  a  mnUdy  ns  thon  aflecled  (.en antes,  could  m^tbc 
the  most  favourable  in  the  world  for  revising  lighter  conpofi 
tion--.  nnd  correcting,  at  least,  th<i;'«*  grosser  eriois  and  inpr- 
fectniis  which  i«ch  author  should,  if  ii  were  but  for  sinned 
^nke,  remove  from  his  work,  before  brniginf  it  furtli  into  th« 
broud  licht  of  day,  wheie  they  will  never  (kil  to  be  distinct'i 
seen,  nor  lack  inaviiiou"  (terson*.  who  will  be  too  happy  n-  dis 
chnrivinir  the  tiflice  of  iHnntins  ihem  out 

It  irt  more  than  tiir.L-  to  explain  wiili  what  purpose  w#  h«r« 
i^alled  thus  fully  to  memory  the  many  veuial  emtrs  of  il:«  ic 
miiniile  Cervuntek.  and  thoM!  |\-i!Ktig«*s  in  which  he  hOfliadK* 
deiied  hiit  ud%ermrie.s  than  pleadfii  his  own  justificalioni  fori 
»uppoi:e  It  will  lie  readily  granted,  that  ttie  difference  is  ton 
wide  betwixt  that  great  wit  uf  8|iain  ai-.d  oiiraelves;  topemii 
u-  to  use  a  buckler  v\hich  woa  rcnderi'd  sufficiently  fomidafclt 
indy  by  the  strenuous  hand  in  which  it  was  placed. 

Th(*  hixtiiry  of  my  firtit  puhlieaiinns  issurticienliy  well  kaovs 
Nor  uid  I  reliiiquii-h  the  rurpu»eof  concluding  tlieee  "Tsletw 
my  Luo'llord."  whieh  had  b*M.ii  mi  rcmarkabij  fortunate ;  feat 
Di^uth,  which  strain  upiiii  us  all  with  an  inaudible  foot,  rut sboft 
the  mirenious  young  innn  to  whosu  memory  I  cumpoard  lb?i 
iii.'-cri|ition.  nnd  enH:ted.  at  my  own  chBri.-e.  tliat  monuoM' 
wliii-h  pMiiects  his  lemains.  by  liie  Mde  (if  tlie  nvar  lisis^''- 
which  hi*  h:is contributed  so  much  to  render  immortal, aod n 
a  place  of  his  nwn  K-leclion.  not  very  distant  frum  tbeKbonl 
under  my  rare.*  In  a  word,  tho  ingenious  Mr.  Pattifcn  «n  i** 
moved  from  his  plhce. 

Nor  did  1  coiitine  my  carj  to  his  |K>fcthumous  ft>me  alcfld^! 
rarefnily  in\ei:turied  and  tireservcd  the  etfvet«  which  Ik^ J^ 
behind  him,  namely,  the  contents  of  his  sinoJI  wafdrtri)'.  w  > 
tiuinbfr  of  jirinted  book^  of  somewhat  more  eonse<]wacs> '<'' 
Ki-ilii.-i  with  certain  wof^illy blurmd  mamiscripta,  discovem <9 
his  reiKisitory.  On  looking  these  over.  I  found  them  to  VOJ^ 
two  Tales,  colU'd  "  Count  B«»liert  of  Pans,"  and  "  CastlsD^ 
ger«ius  ,"  but  was  seriously  disappointed  to  i^rroeivo  that  ivf 

*  For  viiuir  rirc>iiii««si.(-«B  siiciidiiig  thia  •rseuOD,  set  Vti.  11  sf  i^^ 
Hiii'Mi,  x\>.  oi'  Old  Mir'a!iiy,pagr  -I 
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'INTRODUCTORY  ADDRESS. 


.- <r  DMknimn, -' pitMnil  (H  an_.- 

WptlM.  )W|  OtMr  IBIM^M,  wtlicfc  Um  BMIMB'l  totM 

■ttmi  iMtf  am  uh 

nilh  ilnnUHrtiii  britlSm  i 

■■d  bM  giM»dj»»e>rwiirtM«T  ■■  »•  num  ■■  um  no 

Hjraif  not  IS Uiink  sT nmiUlaf  Ibtn la UMHltantrnli 


BMtd^Llt  ptrMl,    I    DO  .qHAtlOH 

puHtH,  wkieli  iMnd  vtoiaJj  -- 
PHiiHM  bid  bin  uaMi  Is  «ti 


■DilirSei  Um  piAlli  Willi 
■n  AnoiH  iTSMUDai  bKL 
Uh  ud  Moar  lo  UhI  aik, . 


i>  Bltkt  rvmiim  ts'Si^ni 


hU  v«at«d  Jimbi,  coniilMad  weh  u  atiaipnaBI «»  hb 

w^j  ssd  tmiand  is  liMn  ta  hii  prapnaji  wiifa  iiis  ^v^*r 


lAnfllh  IriVddfltfd  Uk«  spiAiuD  Id  IbU  rflbclora  writer,  omtop 

,        til  buLncv,— A  cUh  of  iierfsna  with  wImhu  I  hav*  kIwiji 

Bui  I  iHd  unv  delaBES  Jtit,  wbjeli  cvneloiBj'Aiil,  teAfvaM 

imtaaiiaM  rwi«riiunlu(«caiiiM«&lanof  aMu,  wbiel! 
I  lud  adnnceil  fnn  liaw  Is  lim  Is  UM  dMusdPsHr,  ud 
¥lwM  silniKsi.  wllk  ihs  f liirfH  of  Iha  Iniiir*!  snd  sUiwn- 
■iivek  lU^VDi  Dndh^ieureleiBladTEa«r«iMl1|'fOr«Hw«*HL 
iliilleatlj  hr  iiquiilailDr  'ilio  Hid  Mr  Pud  Pftiuion,  lliersfDn, 
liiitinl  iv«iuftMnui),v]iicbldr«|isdft<irbriscideiit,ilisi 
If  hsUmiiH"  timiil  tvalx al  tlti**  hu  biothsn  slussC 

•Igv  diliwta,  slit*  ■liallHitsn  Isall  latUa.  "^J^  "tl^! 
UiU bu wJ«>l>a iiMMba whsny Rlr— *    •'■■•••-'  — •■ 


>  I  BlnririUHl  iHwn,  bM  nilBdlli  j 


ml  iHwn,  biil  iwladi 
iw  •lUKl  sT  blicil  cl 


la  »«■  orii^i lis  «•  Aiiirtdto 
tnAa  hlibtTdiifi 


Uis  eluilEi  htd  iBinsMr  spas  iiiB,  ASH  focur  sihar  poi- 


■nd  iirfiildnlTnMyi  blind  JnuiW'M»a>  IbeNrcSTSiSSi 
it  wont  to  pnidiiea.iiioTssiHeitlJi  In  Uh  cua  ontudianiHr' 
■DUpdiTstsd  ■srif  Htrrlorvsi,  I  wuHiuraElr  Joalhtoluvs 
Bf  mlatj;  HDCIDtrj  J  siid«iduviMir«dtsail«t«ibBcl«nauror 

or  dounlii  •ulbsrili  baHtifni  tbi  oceUDii. "  ru  nui  a^ ;™ 
mind  r«n  wuhisniiid  '™J*r|!!f>^'  '«■' •'ulllstt  iisd  >«ir 

"WhBtdDltaHWIUipsfilliouiwnrBtiiltiiirihf  EiunsBJdfisP' 
CThHl  J,— LhairrftAliiir  dwrui  of  Uis  woiBaD'i  ubjurtation  to- 

'■Whiipur'  iHuBsd  ihs  is  Mr  ■htillHI  sou— '^lu  tbar 
whUm  Imd  iMafli  hu  Ds  si  Im«  to  Imu  Oimi.  <bu  Uis 

•5J"I^.«I' '"■«!"■■"  <>P»li!t«'«"f  dm*  with  (lis  k*««r 
or  lbs  pabli&iisms.  sBd  tosisi  KlHial  asit  baaliiKliii«.  asdi- 
>!..-«.••  ••  ■ucsfsarbiiiuliBiud.alH.thowiTHiD 
UHI  rss  nsn  infifsd  Ptnl  PalUkiB  la 


li»  wu  Hid  wlui  nA  MIInBna  Uisl  it  psnoMMd  to  lbs 
'  quickt  snd  I  burled  lbs  noor  old  pipe,  liks  ose  srHoniBr'a 
in.  nst  in  tha  fkna  sf  lar  stsvokiiit  hsipmsle,  Unvili  liis 
pislion  wH  UnHif.  Mt  HileUie  rim  (lisdiir,  «liii:e,Baie 

HH Khaslhaint  It tSesHsllr  •luaM i  ud,(Mrtlu ■p!ttn3 
sn  nr  bead  Iha  sacked  bat,  (lbs  WMs  of  Buhu  Grisn  um 
Se«f  ■  rspwinr.)  snd  plBS((«  ilia  tta  nlln  or  Um  bra(«, 
punwd  isr  wii  spmnti,  Ills  nHM  sf  Kn.  CWiIiIisUiiib  u- 


SwKinpoiilWT.I  snd  plBS(J« : 

■B  oMrisgipb  intk  wkidi  Um  hrsodfoo*  ponna^ 
III  hac  pisaiiHi.  ud  M  bstos  b«.    (sdaMl,  u  inil  wu 


Ihin^Ml 


niel!Idul^'Ainiar^bhI^n.._ 
I  In  lelsildiuifnarbeinfHlBAaf 


uTiw  bwA  Iwan  Hdilerf  eeeoibpldbed,  I  mi§hl 
■»,  tbnrllns.  Is  BB  the  phiiie  of  Mr  Doclial, 


INTRODUCTORY  ADDRESS 


bn.ll»r-iMa.n»>ii>i.".      ^^ 

fOwWpnniMl  <•  Dtlif,  Uwr  ■•nirndattaidirialiUcP' 
L  Iw  iTfVd  M  it*  uMinH.  IIHD  w  ■)>•  tnsur  mil  liMvi 


tlh  fliir  at  hU  i4f ,  [tit  iha  iMnlr  1iaiir«  of  duba.  «|ipBiMilr 
wiilt  tkiniiH>MptfnctanHiitrdeat.iial  onlr  willi  \ila  luf  «■<> 
boy,  tiul  wiLh  nvrj-  pari  4f  tiia  gqlwuil  ipan,  ud  (ha  wkala 

IflbCad  ar  fonnaj  cnrclinn^    Dm  ai  rhal  w4Mld  i»i  httn  buca 


fi^titmi  of  Ilia  inlweoad  |«R  ■TihBa  "TainifBi 
Uud  DFd"  mat  Uw  ^«f™un>»ni  taih  br  aa  '■M|^*        ; 

taltnl  in  ihia  inaina  utamifiuiiqriair.iihuJi  nuab  l"' 
own jwlillaMa latlia gm nf aa JniawJ mb i  tuiMiwn       , 


TALES  OF  MY   LANDLORD 


FOURTH  AND  LAST  SERIES, 


COLLECTED  AND  ARRANGED  BY  JEDEDIAH  CLEISHBOTHAM, 


tCHOOLMABTER  AND  PARISH-CLERK  OF  OANDERCLEUCH. 


The  European  with  the  Asian  shore— 

Sophia's  cupola  with  golden  eleam— 
The  eypress  ffix>Tes— Olympus  high  and  hoar- 

The  twelve  isles,  and  the  more  than  I  could  dream, 
Par  less  describe,  present  the  rery  view 
That  charm'd  the  charming  Mary  Montagu. 

Don  Juaw. 


I   - 


....^. 


COUNT    ROBERT   OF    PARIS, 


CHAPTER   I. 

lliat  power  that  kindly  vprtad* 
TIm  cloada,  a  sicnal  of  impending  tbowan, 
To  wani  tiM  waDdariof  Unnet  to  the  shade, 
Bahald  withoat  coooero  ezpirinr  Oraeoe, 
And  not  one  prodify  foretold  our  fate. 

DmmarfMM.  A  thoueand  horrid  prodigiei  foretold  it. 
A  feeble  goTeromeot.  eluded  lawa, 
A  Oiotiooe  populace,  luxurtone  nobles, 
And  all  the  maladiee  of  eiAkinff  itatei. 
When  pablie  villainy,  too  i tron«  for  juatioe, 
Shows  his  bold  fYont,  the  harbinger  of  rain, 
can  brave  Leoattus  call  for  atrr  wonders, 
Wtaieh  cheau  iutorpmt,  and  wiiieh  fools  regard  l 

imu.  Jet  L 

Tm  close  obsenren  of  vegetable  nature  have  re- 
mariied ;  that  when  a  new  graft  ia  taken  from  an  aged 
tTMi  it  Doaaeaaes  indeed  in  exterior  form  the  appear- 
ance of^a  yoathfnl  ahoot,  but  haa  in  fact  attained  to 
the  aame  aute  of  maturity,  or  even  decay,  which  haa 
been  reached  by  the  parent  stem.  Hence,  it  ia  said, 
ariaes  the  general  decline  and  death  that  about  the 
aame  aeason  ia  often  obaerved  to  apread  itself  through 
individual  treea  of  some  particular  speciea,  all  of 
which,  deriving  their  vital  powers  from  the  parent 
atock,  are  therNore  incapable  of  protracting  their  ex- 
istence longer  than  it  doea. 

In  the  aame  manner,  efibrta  have  been  made  by  the 
mighty  of  the  earth  to  tranaplant  large  citiea,  statea, 
anocommunitiea,  by  one  great  and  sudden  exertion, 
expecting  to  aecure  to  the  new  capital,  the  wealth, 
the  dignity,  the  magnificent  decorations  and  unlimit- 
ed extent  of  the  ancient  city,  which  they  <leaira  to 
renovate ;  while,  at  the  aame  tim&  they  hope  to  begin 
a  new  eucoeasion  of  agea  from  the  date  of  the  new 
atnicture,  to  lasti  they  imagine,  aa  long,  and  with  aa 
much  fame,  as  its  prsdeoessor,  which  the  founder 
hopes  his  new  metropolis  may  rsblace  in  all  ita  youth- 
fill  glories.    But  nature  has  ner  jbwb,  which  seem  to 
apply  to  the  social  as  well  aa  the  vegetable  ayatem. 
It  appears  to  be  a  general  rule,  that  what  is  to  laat 
long  ahould  be  alowly  matured  and  gradually  im- 
proved, while  every  audden  effort,  however  gigantic, 
to  bring  about  the  speedy  execution  of  a  plan  calou- 
latad  to  endure  for  agea,  ia  doomed  to  exhibit  aymp- 
toma  of  premature  decay  from  ita  very  commence- 
ment.   ThuB,  in  a  beautiful  oriental  tale,  a  derviae 
•xpUuna  to  the  aultan  how  he  had  reared  the  magni- 
ficent treea  among  which  they  walked,  by  nursmg 
their  shoots  from  the  seed;  and  the  prinee*a  pnde  la 
daniped  when  he  reflecta,  that  thoae  plantationa,  so 
■imply  raised,  were  gathering  new  vin>ur  from  each 
tetnming  sun,  while  his  own  exhauated  eedara,  which 
hiui  been  trenaplanted  by  one  violent  effim,  were 
drjopiniz  their  majeatic  heada  in  the  Valley  of  Ores.* 

It  naeoeen  allowed,  I  believe^  by  all  men  of  taste, 
many  of  whom  have  been  late  viaitanta  of  Conatanti- 
nople,  that  if  it  were  poaaible  to  anrvey  the  whole 
globe  with  a  view  to  fixing  a  aeat  of  universal  empire 
Si  who  are  capable  of  making  such  a  choice,  would 
mye  their  preurence  to  the  city  of  Constanttne,  as 
mcla<JUng  the  great  recommendations  of  beauty, 
wealth,  security,  and  eminence.  Yet  with  all  these 
Advantages  of  simation  and  climata  and  with  all  the 
architecmral  aplendour  of  ita  churches  and  halls,  its 
Quarme  of  marble,  and  its  treasure-houses  of  gold, 
tne  imperial  founder  must  himself  have  learned,  thit 
mlthon^  he  could  employ  all  theae  rich  maierials  in 
4)|>cdience  to  his  own  wish,  it  was  the  mind  of  man 
»  TalaoriliialiptlMFaniaB.iBtiMTilsaortbsa«dL 


itself;  those  intellectual  faculties  refined  by  the  an- 
cienta  to  the  highest  degree,  which  had  produjced  the 
specimens  of  talent  at  which  men  paused  and  won- 
dered, whether  as  subjects  of  art  or  of  moral  labour. 
The  power  of  the  Emperor  mi^ht  indeed  strip  other 
cities  of  their  ststues  and  their  shrines,  in  order  to 
decorate  that  which  he  had  fixed  upon  aa  his  new 
capital ;  but  the  men  who  had  performed  great  actions, 
and  those,  almost  equally  esteemed,  by  whom  such 
deeds  were  celebrated,  in  poetry,  in  pamting,  and  in 
muaic,  had  ceased  to  exist.  The  nation,  though  still 
the  most  civilized  in  the  world,  had  passed  beyond 
that  period  of  society,  when  the  desire  of  fair  fame  ia 
of  itself  the  sole  or  chief  motive  for  the  labour  of  the 
historian  or  the  poet,  the  painter  or  the  statuary.  The 
alaviah  and  despotic  constitution  introduced  into  the 
empjre,  had  long  since  entirely  destroyed  that  public 
spirit  which  animated  the  free  history  of  Komii, 
leaving  nothing  but  fieeble  recollections,  which  prc»- 
duced  no  emulation. 

To  speak  as  of  an  animated  aubstanoe,  if  Constan- 
tino could  have  regenerated  hia  new  metroptilia,  by 
tranafusing  into  it  the  vital  and  vivifying  principles  of 
old  Rome,— that  brilliant  spark  no  longer  remained 
for  Conatantino|>le  to  borrow,  or  for  Rome  to  lend. 

In  one  most  important  circumstance,  the  state  ot 
the  capital  of  Conatantine  had  been  totally  changed, 
and  unspeakably  to  ita  advantage.  The  world  waa 
now  Christian,  and,  with  the  Pagan  code,  had  got  rid 
of  ita  load  of  disgraceful  superatition.  Nor  is  there 
the  least  doubt^  that  the  better  &ith  produced  ita  na- 
tural and  deemble  fruits  in  society,  in  gradually 
ameliorating  the  hearts,  and  taming  the  passions,  of 
the  people.  But  while  many  of  the  converts  were 
turning  meekly  towaids  their  new  creed,  some,  in  the 
arrogance  of  their  underetanoing,  were  limiting  the 
Scripturea  bsr  their  own  devicea,  and  othen  fhiled  not 
to  make  religbna  character  or  spiritual  rank  the  means 
of  rising  to  temporal  power.  Thua  it  happened  at 
this  criticalperioo,  that  the  effecta  of  this  great  change 
in  the  religion  of  the  country,  although  producing  an 
immediate  harveat,  as  well  as  sowmg  much  good 
seed  which  was  to  grow  hereafter,  did  not,  in  the 
fourth  centiny,  flouriah  so  as  to  shed  at  once  that  pre- 
dominating influence  which  iu  principlea  might  have 
taught  men  to  expect. 

Even  the  borrowed  aplendomr,  in  which  Conatan- 
tine decked  hia  city,  bore  in  it  something^  which  seemed 
to  mwk  premature  decay.  The  impenal  (bunder,  in 
aeixing  upon  the  ancient  atatuea.  picturea^  obelisks, 
and  works  of  art.  acknowledged  nis  own  mcapacity 
to  supply  their  place  with  the  productions  of  later 
geniua :  and  when  the  world,  and  particularly  RomSb 
waa  plundered  to  adorn  Conatantinople,  the  Empe- 
ror, under  whom  the  woik  waa  carried  on,  might  be 
compared  to  a  prodigal  youth,  who  stripe  an  aged 
parent  of  her  youthful  ornamenta,  in  order  to  deco- 
rate a  flaunting  paramour,  on  whose  brow  all  must 
consider  them  as  misplaced. 

Constantinople,  therefore,  when  in  324  it  firet  aroae 
in  imperial  majesty  out  ot  the  humble  Byzantium, 
ahowed,  even  in  ita  birth,  and  amid  ita  adventitioua 
aplendour,  as  we  have  already  said,  some  intimations 
of  that  apeedy  decay  to  which  the  whole  civilised 
world,  tiran  hmited  within  the  Roman  empire,  wsa 
internally  and  imperceptibly  tending.  Nor  was  it 
many  ages  ere  thsse  prognostications  of  dedenawn 
fiSSr  verified. 
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In  the  year  1060,  Alexius  Comncnus*  aBcended  the 
throne  oi  the  Empire;  that  is,  he  was  declared  sove- 
reign of  Constantinople,  its  precincts  and  dependen- 
cies; nor.  if  he  was  (uspoaed  to  lead  a  life  of  relaxa- 
tion, woiud  the  savage  incarsions  of  the  Scythians  or 
the  Han^riauB  frequently  disturb  the  imperial  slum- 
bers, if  limited  to  his  own  capital.  It  mav  be  sup- 
posed that  this -safety  did  not  extend  much  farther ; 
for  it  is  said  that  the  Empress  Pulcheria  had  built  a 
church  to  the  Virg[in  Mary,  as  remote  as  possible  from 
the  gate  of  the  city,  to  save  her  devotions  from  the 
risk  of  being  interrupted  by  the  hostile  veil  of  the  bar- 
barians, and  the  reigning  Emperor  had  constructed  a 
palace  near  the  same  spot,  ana  for  the  same  reason. 

Alexius  Comnenus  was  in  the  condition  of  a  mo- 
narch who  rather  derives  consequence  from  the  wealth 
and  importance  of  his  predecessors,  and  the  great 
extent  of  their  original  dominions,  than  from  what 
remnants  of  fortune  had  descended  to  the  present 
generation.  This  Emperor,  except  nominally,  no 
more  ruled  over  his  dismembered  provinces,  than  a 
half-dead  horse  can  exercise  power  over  those  limbs, 
on  which  the  hooded  crow  and  the  vulture  have 
already  begun  to  settle  and  select  theirprey. 

In  difierent  parts  of  his  territory,  dinerent  enemies 
arose,  who  waged  successful  or  dubious  war  against 
the  Emperor;  and,  of  the  numerous  nations  with 
whom  he  was  engaged  in  hostilities,  whether  the 
Franks  from  the  west,  the  Turks  advancing  from  the 
east,  the  Cumans  and  Scythians  pouring  their  bar- 
barous numbers  and  unceasing  storm  of  arrows  from 
the  north,  and-lhe  Saracens,  or  the  tribes  into  which 
they  were  divided,  pressing  from  the  south,  there  was 
not  one  for  whom  the  Grecian  empire  did  not  spread 
a  tempting  repast.  Each  of  these  various  enemies 
had  their  own  particular  habits  of  war,  and  a  way  of 
manoBuvring  in  battle  peculiar  to  themselves.  But  the 
Roman,  as  the  unfortunate  subject  of  the  Greek  em- 
pire was  still  called,  was  by  far  the  weakest,  the  most 
Ignorant,  and  most  timid,  who  could  be  dragKed  into 
the  field :  and  the  Emperor  was  happy  in  ^is  own 
good  luck,  when  he  found  it  (wssible  to  conduct  a 
defensive  war  on  a  counterbalancing  principle,  making 
use  of  the  Scythian  to  repel  the  Tunc,  or  of  both  these 
savage  people  to  drive  back  the  fiery  foot^  Frank, 
whom  Peter  the  Hermit  had,  in  the  time  of  Alexius, 
waked  to  double  fury,  by  the  powerful  influence  of  the 
crusades. 

Ifi  therefore,  Alexius  Comnenus  was,  during  his 
anxious  seat  upon  the  throne  of  the  East,  reduced  to 
use  a  base  and  truckling  course  of  policy,^f  he  was 
sometimes  reluctant  to  fight  when  .he  had  a  con- 
scious doubt  of  the  valour  of  his  troops,— if  he  com- 
monly employed  cunning  and  dissimulation  instead  of 
wisdom,  and  perfidy  instead  of  courage— his  expedi- 
ents were  the  disgrace  of  the  age,  rather  than  his  own. 

Again,  the  Emperor  Alexius  may  be  blamed  for  af- 
fecting a  degree  of  state  which  was  closely  allied  to 
unbecuity.  He  was  proud  of  assuming  in  his  own 
person,  and  of  bestowing  upon  others,  the  painted 
■how  of  various  ordera  of  nobihty,  even  now,  when 
the  rank  within  the  princess  gift  was  become  an  ad- 
ditional reason  for  the  free  oarbarian  despising  the 
imperial  noble.  That  the  Greek  court  was  encum- 
bered with  unmeaning  ceremonies,  in  order  to  make 
amends  for  the  want  o?  that  veneration  which  ought 
to  have  been  called  forth  by  real  worth,  and  the  pre- 
sence of  actual  power,  was  not  the  particular  famt  of 
that  prince,  but  belonired  to  the  system  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Constantinople  for  agea  Indeed,  in  its  trum- 
pery etiquette,  which  providedrules  for  the  most  trivial 
points  of  a  man's  behaviour  during  the  day,  tbe  Greek 
empire  resembled  no  existing  power  in  its  minute  fol- 
lies, except  that  of  Pekin ;  both,  doubtless!,  being  influ- 
enced by  tbe  same  vain  wish,  to  add  seriousness  and 
an  appearance  of  importance  to  objects,  which,  from 
their  trivial  nature,  could  admit  no  such  distinction. 

Tet  thus  ftr  we  must  justify  Alexius,  that,  humble 
as  were  the  expedients  he  had  recourse  to,  they  were 
more  usefol  to  his  empire  than  the  measures  of  a 
|nore  proud  and  high-spirited  prince  might  have  proved 
In  the  same  circumstances.     He  was  no  cham- 


pion  to  break  a  lance  against  the  breaat-pbte  of  bs 
Frankiah  rival,  the  famous  Bohemond  of  AntwHi,* 
but  there  were  many  occaaions  on  which  he  hmM 
his  life  freely ;  and,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  from  a  mi- 
nute perusal  of  his  achievementsu  the  Empcmr  of 
Greece  was  never  so  dangerous  "onder  slucM,"  as 
when  any  foeman  desired  to  stop  htm  while  reficai- 
ing  from  a  conflict  in  which  he  had  been  worsted. 

But,  besides  that  he  did  not  hesitate,  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  time,  at  least  occasionally,  to  ooni- 
mit  his  person  to  the  perils  of  close  combat  aUtj^* 
also  possessed  such  knowledge  of  a  generara  praiiBS- 
sion,  as  is  required  in  our  modem  dasra.  He  knew  how 
to  occupy  militar^iositions  to  the  beit  advantage,  mod 
often  covered  defeats^  or  improved  dubiooa  coofficta, 
in  a  manner  highly  to  the  disappointment  of  tfaosr 
who  deemed  that  tne  work  of  war  was  dooe  only  oa 
the  field  of  battle. 

If  Alexius  Comnenus  thus  understood  the  eroio- 
lutions  of  war,  he  was  still  better  skilled  in  those  of 
politics^  where,  soaring  far  above  the  ezpreai 
of  his  immediate  negotiation,  the  Emperor 


to  gain  some  important  and  permanent  adYaniaae; 
though  very  often  he  was  ultimately  defeated  bftbt 
unblushing  fickleness,  or  avowed  treachcty,  of  the 
barbarians,  a^  the  Greeks  generally  termed  aB  other 
nationa,  and  particularly  those  tribes,  (they  can  haidly 
be  termed  states,)  by  which  their  own  empire  «k 
surrounded. 

We  many  conclude  our  brief  character  of  Camat- 
nus,  by  saym^  that,  had  he  not  been  called  on  to  fl 
the  station  of  a  monarch  who  was  under  the  Bee» 
sity  of  making  himself  dreaded,  as  one  who  wasci- 
posed  to  all  manner  of  conspiracies,  both  in  and  «c 
of  his  own  family,  he  might  in  all  probahibty,  haw 
been  regarded  as  an  honest  and  humane  prinee.  Cm- 
tainly  he  ahowed  himself  a  good-natived  man,  aae 
dealt  less  in  cutting  off" heads  and  extinginshiag  cfm 
than  had  been  the  practice  of  his  pradeoeanof^  «k 
generally  took  this  method  of  shortenins  the  amh 
uous  views  of  competitors. 

It  remains  to  be  mentioned,  that  Alexina  had  hs 
full  share  of  the  superatition  of  the  age,  which  to 
covered  with  a  species  of  hypocrisy.  It  is  even  sac 
that  his  wife,  Irene,  who  of  course  was  beat  acqsaiRi- 
ed  with  the  real  character  of  the  Emperor,  taxed  he 
dying  husband  with  practising,  in  his  last  momc 
the  dissimulation  which  bad  been  his  companion 

ing  life.t    He  took  also  a  deep  interest  in  all  mn. 

respecting  the  church,  where  berssy,  which  the  C» 
peror  held,  or  afiected  to  hold,  in  great  honct;  m- 
peered  to  him  to  lurk.  Nor  do  we  diseover  h  fa 
treatment  of  the  Manichcana,  or  Paoliciana.  thatwtf 
for  their  speculative  errors,  which  modem  times  m^ 
think  had  been  well  purchased  by  the  extent  aim 
temporal  services  of  theae  nnfottunste 
Alexius  knew  no  indukenoe  for  those  who 
preted  the  mysteries  of  the  church,  or  its  ( 
and  tbe  duty  of  defimdmg  religion  against 
tics  was,  in  his  opinion,  as  peremptorily 
fiom  him,  as  that  of  orotecting  the  empire 
numberlesa  tribes  oi  baibaiians  who  wen 
ing  on  i  ts  boundaries  on  every  side. 

Such  a  mixture  of  sense  and  weakness,  of  bss- 
neM  and  dignity,  of  prudent  discretion  and  povemtf 
spirit,  which  last,  in  the  Buronean  mode  of  viti« 
things^  approached  to  cowardice,  formed  tbe  ]e«i« 
traita  of  the  character  of  Alexins  Coraneno^  at» 
period  when  the  fate  of  Greeqo^  and  all  that  was  M 
in  that  country  of  art  and  civilixation,  was  tnmh^ 
in  the  balance^  and  likely  to  be  aaved  or  lost,  accsZ 
mg  to  the  abihties  of  the  Emperor  for  playim  cbe  wn 
difiScult  nme  which  was  pot  into  hia  hands. 

These  few  leading  drcnmstances  will  lecaJD,  is 
one  who  is  tolerably  well  read  in  hjatorr,  the 
arities  of  the  period  at  which  we  ba^a  Ibnnd  a 
place  for  the  foundation  of  our  story. 

*  Bobeinoad.  too  of  Robot  OmmeuA.  Hh 
of  Apolik,  Calabria,  aad  SieOj.  waa.  at  iIm 
cratade  bagao,  Cooot  of  TSvaolam.  Tbow 
Ulb.  ha  oofvlr  Joiped  tha  OEpadition  af  tiia 
Priaoa  of  Antioeh.  For  daiula  of  hto  ad 
axtraotdinarj  ehametar,  na  Gihbos. 
Hialonr  of  tha  Craaadae,  ToL  L^^ 

t  Bm  Gibbon,  Cbap.  LVL 
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CHAPTER  II. 


-This  mporb  nieoamor 


or  the  earth'i  niistrasa»  as  thou  vainljr  vpeakast, 
8t«nd«  middt  thew  agM  at,  on  the  wide  ocean. 
The  last  spared  frainnent  of  a  spaciiius  land, 
'niat  in  some  grand  and  awAil  ministration 
Ofnif  hty  nature  has  eoffulfed  been, 
Dosl  lift  aloft  its  dark  and  rocky  cliffii 
O'er  the  wild  waste  around,  and  sadljr  frowns 
In  loDeff  nuiiestr.— CffiisMiuiiM  PaUMOgw,  Scaw  I. 

Our  acene  in  the  capital  of  the  Eastera  Empire 
opens  at  what  is  termed  the  Golden  Gate  of  Constan- 
tinople ;  and  it  may  be  said  in  paasine,  that  this  splen- 
did epithet  is  not  so  lightlv  bestowed  as  may  be  ex- 
pected from  the  infiatea  language  of  the  Greeks, 
which  throws  such  an  appearance  of  exaggeration 
about  them,  their  buildings,  and  monuments. 

Tho  massive,  and  seemingly  impregnable  walls 
with  which  Constantine  surrounded  the  city,  were 
greatly  improved  and  added  to  by  Theodosius^  called 
(ne  Grreat.  A  triumphal  arch,  decorated  with  the 
architecture  of  a  bettor,  though  already  a  degenerate 
agCi  and  serving,  at  the  same  time,  as  a  useful  en- 
trance, introduced  the  stranger  into  the  city.  On  the 
top,  a  statute  of  bronze  represented  Victory,  the  god- 
dess, who  had  inclined  the  scales  of  battle  in  favour 
of  Theodosius ;  and,  as  the  artist  determined  to  be 
wealthy  if  he  could  not  be  tasteful,  the  gilded  orna- 
ments with  which  the  inscriptions  were  set  off,  readily 
jed  to  the  popular  name  of  toe  sate.  Figures  carved 
in  a  distant  and  happier  period  of  the  art,  glanced 
from  the  walls,  without  assortinghappily  with  the 
taste  in  which  these  were  built.  The  more  modern 
ornaments  of  the  Golden  Gate  bore,  at  the  period  of 
our  story,  an  aspect  very  different  from  those  indicat- 
ing the  "conquest  brought  back  to  the  city^"  and 
"the eternal  peace"  which  the  flattering  inscriptions 
recorded  as  having  been  extorted  by  tne  sword  of 
Theodosius.  Four  or  five  military  engines,  for  throw- 
ing darts  of  the  largest  size,  were  placed  upon  the 
summit  of  the  arch ;  and  what  had  been  originally  de- 
signed as  a  specimen  of  architectural  embellishment, 
was  now  applied  to  the  purposes  of  defence. 

It  was  the  hour  of  evening,  and  the  cool  and  re- 
freshing breeze  from  the  sea  inclined  each  passenger, 
whose  Dusiness  was  not  of  a  very  urgent  description, 
to  loiter  on  his  way,  and  cast  a  gfance  at  the  romantic 
gateway,  and  the  various  interesting  objects  of  nature 
Qnd  art,  which  the  city  of  Constantinople  presented, 
as  well  to  the  inhabitants  as  to  strangers.* 

One  individual,  however,  seemed  to  indulge  more 
wonder  and  curiosity  than  could  have  been  expected 
from  a  native  of  the  city,  and  looked  upon  the  rarities 
around  with  a  quick  and  startled  eye,  that  marked  an 
imagination  awakened  by  sights  that  were  new  and 
strange.  The  appearance  of  this  person  bespoke  a 
foreigner  of  military  habits,  who  seemed,  from  his 
complexion,  to  have  his  birthplace  far  from  the  Grecian 
metropolis,  whatever  chance  had  at  present  brought 
him  to  the  Golden  Gate,  or  whatever  place  he  filled 
in  the  Emperor's  service. 

This  young  man  was  about  two-and-twenty  years 
old,  remarkaoly  finely-formed  and  athletic— qualities 
well  understood  by  the  citizens  of  Constantinople, 
whose  habits  of  frequenting  the  public  games  had 
taught  them  at  least  an  acquaintance  with  the  human 
person,  and  where,  in  the  select  of  their  own  country- 

*  The  impratsion  which  tlie  imperial  city  was  calculated  to 
make  on  such  visiters  as  the  Crusader*  of  the  West,  is  given  by 
the  ancient  French  chronicler  Villphardouin,  who  was  present 
at  thfl  capture  of  it  A.  D.  1203.  "  When  we  liad  como,"  lie  sayn. 
"  within  three  leagues,  to  a  certain  Abbey,  theu  we  could 
plainly  survey  Constantinople.  There  the  iihi;is  and  the  galleys 
<ranie  to  anchor:  and  raucli  did  Ihny  wliti  had  never  been  in 
that  quarter  before,  gaze  upon  tlie  city.  That  «uch  a  city  could 
he  in  the  world  they  had  never  conceived,  and  they  were  never 
weary  of  staring  at  the  high  wails  and  towers  with  which  it 
was  eatiraly  encompassed,  tiie  rich  palaoea  and  lofty  churches, 
of  which  there  were  so  msny  that  no  one  could  have  believed 
it,  if  ho  liad  not  sctn  with  Ins  own  eyes  that  city,  the  Queen  of 
all  cities.  And  know  tli^  there  was  not  so  bold  a  heart  there, 
that  it  did  not  feel  some  terror  at  Uie  strength  of  Constant!- 
DOpl«."-Chap.  M. 

Again.-"  And  now  many  of  those  of  the  host  went  to  see 
Constantinople  within,  and  the  rich  palaces  and  stalely  ehurehea 
of  which  it  possesses  so  many,  and  the  riches  of  the  pwoe. 
Which  are  such  as  no  other  city  ever  equalled.  I  need  not  speak 
flf  tba  sanctuaries,  which  are  as  many  as  are  in  all  tiie  world  tie- 
>ide.**-Chap.  too. 


men,  they  aaw  the  handaomeat  specimens  of  the 
human  race. 

These  were,  however,  not  generally  so  tall  as  the 
stranger  at  the  Golden  Gate,  while  his  piercing  blue 
eyes,  and  the  fair  hair  which  descended  irom  u|ider  a 
light  helmet  gayly  ornamented  with  nlver,  bearing  on 
its  summit  a  crest  resembling  a  dragon  m  the  act  of 
expanding  its  terrible  jaws,  mtimatra  a  north^n  de- 
scent, to  which  the  extreme  purity  of  his  complexion 
also  bore  witness.  His  beauty,  however,  though  he 
was  eminently  distinguished  both  in  features  and  in 
person,  was  not  liable  to  the  charge  of  effeminacy. 
From  this  it  was  rescued,  both  by  his  strength,  and  by 
the  air  of  confidence  and  self-possession  with  which 
the  youth  seemed  to  re^rd  the  wonders  around  him. 
not  indicating  the  stupid  and  helpless  gaze  of  a  mind 
equally  inexperienced,  and  incapable  of  receiving  in- 
struction, hut  expressing  the  bold  intellect  which  at 
once  understands  the  greater  part  of  the  iiiformatiqn 
which  it  receives,  and  commands  the  spirit  to  toil  in 
search  of  the  meaning  of  that  which  it  has  not  com- 
prehended, or  may  fear  it  has  misinterpreted.  This 
look  of  awakened  attention  and  intelligence  gave  in- 
terest to  the  young  barbarian ;  and  while  the  bystand- 
ers were  amazed  that  a  savage  from  some  unKnown 
or  remote  comer  of  the  universe  should  possess  a 
noble  countenance  bespeaking  a  mind  so  elevated, 
they  respected  him  for  the  composure  with  which  he 
witnessed  so  many  things,  the  fashion,  the  splendour, 
nay,  the  very  use  of  which,  must  have  been  recently 
new  to  him. 

The  young  man's  personal  equipments  exhibited  a 
singular  mixture  of  splendotlr  and  effeminacy,  and 
eniiDled  the  experienced  spectators  to  ascertain  his 
nation,  and  the  capacity  in  which  he  served.  We  have 
already  mentionea  the  fanciful  and  crested  helmet, 
which  was  a  distinction  of  the  foreigner,  to  which  the 
reader  must  add  in  his  imagination  a  small  cuirass, 
or  breastplate  of  silver,  so  sparingly  fashioned  as  ob- 
viously to  afford  little  security  to  tne  broad  chest,  on 
which  it  rather  hung  like  an  ornament  than  covered 
as  a  buckler ;  nor.  if  a  well-thrown  dart,  or  strongly- 
shod  arrow,  should  alight  full  on  this  rich  piece  of 
armour,  was  there  much  hope  that  it  could  protect  the 
bosom  which  it  partially  shielded. 

Prom  betwixt  tho  shoulders  hung  down  over  tho 
back  what  had  the  appearance  of  a  bearskin ;  but, 
when  more  closely  examined,  it  was  only  a  very  skil- 
ful imitation  of  the  spoils  of  the  chase,  being  in  reality 
a  surcoat  composed  of  strung  shaggy  silk,  so  woven 
as  to  exhibit,  at  a  little  distance,  no  inaccurate  repre- 
sentation of  a  beards  hide.  A  light  crooked  sword,  or 
cimeter,  sheathed  in  a  scabbard  of  gold  and  ivor}', 
hung  by  the  left  side  of  th^  stranger,  the  ornamented 
hilt  of  which  appeared  much  too  small  for  the  large- 
jointed  hand  of  the  young  Hercules  who  was  thus 
gayly  attired.  A  dress,  purple  in  colour,  and  ait  ting 
close  to  the  limbs,  covered  the  body  of  the  soldier  to  a 
little  above  the  knee :  from  thence  the  knees  and  legs 
were  bare  to  the  calf,  to  which  the  reticulated  strings 
of  the  sandals  rose  from  the  instep,  the  ligatures  being 
there  fixed  by  a  golden  coin  of  the  reigning  Emperor, 
converted  into  a  species  of  clasp  for  the  purpose. 

But  a  weapon  which  seemed  more  pamcularly  • 
adapted  to  the  young  barbarian's  size,  and  incapable 
of  being  used  by  a  man  of  leaa  formidable  limbs  and 
sinews,  was  a  battle-axe,  the  firm  iron-guarded  staff 
of  which  was  formed  of  tough  elm,  strongly  inUtu 
and  defended  with  brass,  while  many  a  plato  and  nng 
were  indented  in  the  handle,  to  hold  the  wood  and  the 
steel  parts  together.  The  axe  itself  was  composed  of 
two  blades,  turning  difierent  ways,  with  a  sharp  steel 
spike  projecting  from  between  them.  The  steel  part, 
both  spike  and  blade,  was  burnished  as  bright  as  a 
mirror ;  and  though  its  ponderous  size  must  have  been 
burdensome  to  one  weaker  than  himself;  yet  the  young 
soldier  carried  it  as  careleasly  along,  as  if  it  were  but 
a  feather's  weight.  It  was.  indeed,  a  skilfiilly  con- 
structed weapon,  so  well  balanced,  that  it  was  much 
lighter  in  striking  and  in  recovery,  than  he  who  saw 
it  in  the  hands  of  another  could  easily  have  beaeved. 

The  carrying  arms  of  itself  showed  that  the  mili- 
tary man  was  a  stranger.  The  native  Greeks  had 
that  mark  of  a  civilized  people,  that  they  never  bore 
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wetpons  during  the  lime  of  peace,  unlees  the  wearer 
chanced  to  be  numbered  among  thoee  whose  military 
profession  and  employment  required  them  to  be  al- 
wajra  in  arms.  Such  soldiers  by  profession  were  easily 
distinguished  from  the  peaceful  dtizena  i  and  it  was 
with  some  evident  show  of  fear  as  well  as  dislike,  that 
the  passengers  observed  to  each  other,  that  the  stran- 
gor  was  a  Varangian,  an  expression  which  indmsted 
a  barbarian  of  the  imperial  body-guard. 

To  supply  the  deficiency  of  valoor  smong  his  own 
subjects^  and  to  procure  eoldiere  who  should  be  per- 
sonally dependent  on  the  Emperor,  the  Greek  sove- 
reigns hsd  been^for  a  great  many  years,  in  the  custom 
of  maintaining  m  theur  pay,  as  near  their  person  as 
they  could,  the  steady  services  of  a  select  number  of 
mercenaries  in  the  capacity  of  body-guards^  which 
were  numerous  enough,  when  their  steady  discipline 
and  inflexible  loyalty  were  taken  in  conjunction  with 
their  personal  strength  and  indomitable  courage,  to 
defeat,  not  only  any  traitorous  attempt  on  the  imperial 
person,  but  to  quell  open  rebellions,  unless  such  were 
supported  by  a  great  proportion  of  the  military  force. 
Their  pay  was  therefore  liberal ;  their  rank  and  es- 
tablished character  for  prowess  gave  them  a  deg;ree  of 
consideration  among  the  people  whose  reputation  for 
valour  had  not  for  some  ages  stood  high ;  and  if,  as 
foreignere,  and  the  roerabera  of  a  privileged  body,  the 
Varangians  were  sometimes  employed  in  arbitrary 
and  unpopular  services,  the  natives  were  so  apt  to  fear, 
while  ihey  disliked  them,  that  (he  hardy  strongere 
disturbed  themselves  but  little  about  the  light  in 
which  they  were  regarded  by  the  inhabitants  oi  Con- 
atantinople.  Their  dress  and  accoutrements,  while 
within  the  city,  partook  of  the  rich,  or  rather  gaudy 
costume,  which  we  have  described,  bearing  only  a 
aort  of  affected  resemblance  to  that  which  the  Va- 
rangians wore  in  their  native  forests.  But  the  indi- 
viduals of  this  select  corps  were,  when  their  services 
were  required  beyond  the  city,  furnished  with  armour 
and  weapons  more  resembling  those  which  they  were 
accustomed  to  wield  in  their  own  country,  possessing 
much  less  of  the  splendour  of  war,  and  a  far  greater 
portion  of  its  effective  terrore ;  and  thus  they  were 
summoned  to  take  the  field. 

This  body  of  Varangians  (which  term  is,  according 
to  one  interpretation,  merely  a  general  expression  for 
bariiarions)  was,  in  an  early  age  of  the  empire,  formed 
of  the  roving  and  piratical  inhabitants  of  the  n<H'th, 
whom  a  love  of  adventure,  the  greatest  perhaps  that 
ever  was  indulged,  and  a  contempt  of  danger,  which 
never  had  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  human  nature, 
drove  forth  upon  the  pathless  ocean.  "Piracy,"  says 
Gibbon,  with  his  usual  spirit,  "  was  the  exercise,  the 
trade,  the  glory,  and  the  virtue  of  the  Scandinavian 
youth.  Impatient  uf  a  bleak  climate  and  narrow 
limits,  they  started  from  the  banquet,  {rrasred  their 
arms,  soonded  their  horn,  ascended  their  Eliips,  and 
explored  every  coast  that  promised  cither  sjioil  or 
settlement."* 

The  conf^uests  made  in  Prance  and  Britain  by  these 
wild  sea-kings,  as  they  were  called,  have  obscured  the 
remembrance  of  other  northern  champions,  who,  long 
before  the  time  of  Comnenus,  inndc  excursions  as  far 
as  Constantinople,  and  witnessed  with  their  own  eyes 
the  wealth  and  the  weoknet<s  uf  the  Grecian  empire 
itself.    Numbers  found  their  way  thither  throufdi  the 

Kthless  wastes  of  Russia  {  otiiera  navigated  the 
editerranean  in  their  sea-serpents,  as  they  termed 
their  piratical  vessels.  The  Emperors,  terrified  at  the 
appearance  of  these  daring  inhabitants  of  the  frozen 
zone,  had  recourse  to  the  usual  ix>licy  of  a  rich  and 
un warlike  people,  bought  with  gold  the  service  of  their 
swords,  and  thus  formed  a  corps  of  satellites  more 
distin/^ished  for  valour  than  the  famed  Prtetonan 
Oands  of  Rome,  and,  perhaps,  because  fewer  in  num- 
ber unalterably  loyal  to  their  new  princec 

But,  at  a  later  period  of  the  empire,  it  begun  to  be 
more  difficidt  for  the  Emperora,to  obtain  recruits  for 
their  favourite  and  selected  coips,  the  northern  nations 
having  now  in  a  great  measure  laid  aside  the  piratical 
and  roving  habits,  which  had  driven  their  ancestora 
from  the  straits  of  Elsinore  to  those  of  Sestos  and 

*  DecHM  ud  Pntl  of  tbe  Romsa  Empire.  Chspler  LV.  Vol. 
Z.  !».  SM,  ivo  oditioa 


Abydos.    The  ooips  of  the  Varaneans  

fore  havb  died  out,  or  have  been  filled  vp  with  las 
worthy  materials^  had  not  the  conquest  made  by  the 
Normans  in  the  far  distant  west  sent  to  the  sid  of 
Comnenus  a  large  body  of  the  disposal  ssfd  inhabitsati 
of  the  islands  of  Britain,  andparticolarlyof  Eoglaod, 
who  furnished  recruits  to  his  chosen   bpdy-ffwd. 
These  were,  in  fact,  Anglo-Saxons ;  bot,  in  the  cas- 
fused  idea  of  geography  received  at  the  court  of  Coe- 
Btsntinople,  they  were  naturally  enough  caDcd  AbrIs- 
Danea,  as  their  native  country  was  conlbiuided  wdh 
the  Thule  of  the  sncients.  by  which  expresakm  the 
archipelago  of  Zetland  ana  Orkney  is  properly  to  be 
underetood,  though,  according  to  tne  notuns  of  the 
Greeks,  it  comprised  either  Denmark  or  Britain.    Tht 
emigrants,  however,  spokes  language  not  verydissiB- 
ilsr  to  the  original  Varangians,  and  adapted  the  naac 
more  readily,  that  it  seemed  to  remmd  tbem  of  thor 
unhappy  fate,  the  appellation  being  in  one  aenae  ca- 
pable 01  being  interpreted  as  exiles.    Exoepiiog  one 
or  two  chief  commanders,  whom  the  Emperor  jwdysd 
worth/  of  such  high  trust,  the  Varansiaos  were  A 
oered  oy  men  of  their  own  nation ;  and  with  so  maay 
privileges,  being  joined  by  many  of  their  ooontiynea 
from  time  to  time,  as  thecrosadea,  pilgrimages,  or (fis- 
content  at  home,  drove  fresh  supplies  of  the  Ab^ 
Saxons,  or  Anglo-DanesL  to  tbe  east,  the  Varans:aBi 
subsisted  in  strength  to  tbe  last  days  of  the  Gredk  tm- 
pire.  retaining  their  native  language,  along  with  tfec 
unblemished  loyal tv,   and  unabatea   martial  «pip* 
which  cbaractenzea  their  fathera. 

This  account  of  the  Varangian  Guard  ia  strietit 
historical,  and  might  be  proved  by  reference  to  ihr 
Byzantine  historians;  most  of  whom,  and  also  Vi]b> 
hardouin's  account  of  the  taking  of  the  city  of  Coa- 
stantinople  by  the  Franks  and  Venetiana,  make  fc> 
peated  mention  of  this  celebrated  and  sinsDlar  becv 
of  Englishmen,  forming  a  mercenary  gnaLnTai 
on  thej)erson  of  the  Greek  Emperors.* 

Having  said  enough  to  explain  why  an 
Varangian  should  be  strolling  abont  the  Golden 
we  mav  proceed  in  the  story  which  we  have 
roencea. 

Let  it  not  be  thought  extraordinary,  that  th 
of  the  life-guard  should  be  looked  upon  with  80■led^ 
gree  of  curiosity  by  the  passing  citizens^    It  must  Is 
supposed,  that,  from  their  peculiar  do  ties,  they 
not  encouraged  to  hold  frequent  interooon 

•  Dttcanfe  hai  povred  forth  a  tid«  of 
ffubjeet,  whieli  will  be  foond  in  hia  Nolo 


Constantinopio  andcr  the  Franeh 

p.  I8«.    Gibbon**  Hiftorr  mar  nloo  bo'eooMltad,  VoL 

Villehardouio.  in  deacribiof  the  sie^e  of  Comtm 

D.  IMS,  aejt,  "  Li  murs  fti  mult  (nroiii  d'Anftoieec 

hence  the  diMertallon  of  Ducaofe  hme  qgoted.  aad 
•rticlee  be^idee  in  h««  Otoamhum,  as  Varwtgt,  Wi 
Tlie  etyni«>lof]r  of  Uie  name  i<  left  traocfiaui,  tli 
man  firtganger,  L  t.  forth- cocr,  waodeier.  r^ilf, 
moat  i>robable.    Tbe  tenn  ocntra  io  variovs  Italmai  a 
ian  document*,  anterior  to  the  ealabUahmcnt  €4  tbe  Vi 
Guards  at  Constantinople,  and  ooilccied  by 
instance,  in  ao  edict  of  one  ot  the  Lombard 
Warcnganjri.  qui  de  exteris  flnibua  io  itgm 
ncnoi,  seque  nib  scuto  poteatati*  oostne 
nostris  Lonfobardoraro  mere  debeant,**— 
Warenreufi'i  mibilibus,  medioenboa,  et 
qui  UMiue  nunc  in  terri  veatrli  fuf  ili  suit, 
rotor i,  vol.  ii.  p.  £61. 

WiUi  refard  to  the  orifin  of  tlie  Vaianfian  G 

distinct  testimony  is  tiiat  of  Ordaricas  Vitalia.  ^ . 

therefore  the  English  had  lost  their  libertj,  Uiev  imm 
sclres  with  seat  to  discover  tbe  means  of  throw  w  atf 
accustomed  yoke.    Some  fled  to  Sdcoo.  Kiof  of  ttaa  I 
excite  him  to  the  reeorery  of  tlm  mhentance  of  hm 
tlier,  Canute.    Not  a  few  fled  into  exile  in  other 

ttcm  the  mere  deaire  of  eacapiog  ft>om  and«r  the 

or  in  tiic  hope  of  acquiriof  nealth,  and  ao  beuac  «•■ 
condition  to  renew  Uto  stracfle  at  booie.    eoneof 
U»e  bloom  of  voath,  penetrated  into  a  fhr  diataat  I 
oflfered  themselves  to  the  military  aarvtce  of  iJba 
politan  Emperor— tliet  wiae  prioee.  »n^ff¥K  w 
card,  Dnkk  of  Apolia,  had  tlten  rawed  all 
Engliah  exile*  were  faroomMy  received,  and  opswai  te 
to  Uie  Normana,  for  whose  eacoonter  the  ~ 
were  too  vreak.    Alexias  began  to  haitd  a  II  _ 
a  If  tUe  above  Constantinople,  at  a  plac«  rnllad 
trouble  of  the  Normans  from  Sicily  still  inc. 
recalled  them  to  the  capital,  and  hitraaiod  ttaa  _ 
with  all  it*  traaaurea  to  thev kaapiac.    Tliit wvtei 
in  which  the  Saxon  Engliah  flMndmair  way  «•  lavk 
they  atill  remain,  highly  valaed  by  tha  ~ 
pie.  "-Book  IV.  p.  fOi. 
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nmnication  with  the  ioBabitants;  aod,  besides  that 
they  bad  duties  of  police  occasionally  to  exercise 
amongst  them,  which  made  them  generally  more 
dreaded  than  beloYed,  they  were  at  the  same  time 
conscious,  that  their  high  pay,  splendid  appointments, 
aod  immediate  depenaence  on  the  Emperor,  were 
subjects  of  envy  to  the  other  forces.  The/,  therefore, 
kept  much  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  own  bar- 
racks, and  were  seldom  seen  straggling  remote  £rom 
them,  unless  they  had  a  oomtnission  of  government 
intrusted  to  thdr  charge. 

This  being  the  case,  it  was  natural  that  a  people  so 
curious  as  the  Greeks  should  busy  themselves  in  eye- 
injr  the  stranger  as  he  loitered  m  one  spot,  or  wan- 
dered to  and  fro,  like  a  man  who  either  could  not  find 
•ome  place  which  he  was  seeking,  or  had  failed  to  meet 
some  person  with  whom  he  haa  an  appointment,  for 
which  the  ingenuity  of  the  passengen  found  a  thou- 
sand different  and  inconsistent  reasons.  "A  Varan- 
gian," said  one  citizen  to  another,  "  and  upon  duty— 

ahem  I  Then  I  presume  to  say  in  your  enr* 

"  What  do  you  imagine  is  his  object  T  inquired  the 
party  to  whom  this  information  wasaddremed. 

"  Gods  and  goddesses !  do  you  think  I  can  tell  you  1 
but  suppose  that  he  is  lurking  here  to  hear  what  folk 
say  of  the  Emperor,"  answered  the  quidnunc  of  Con- 
stantinople. 

"That  is  not  likely,"  said  the  querist;  "these  Va- 
rangians do  not  speak  our  language,  and  are  not 
extremely  well  fitted  for  spies,  since  few  of  them  pre- 
tend to  any  intelligible  notion  of  the  Grecian  tongue. 
It  is  not  likely,  I  thmk.  that  the  Emperor  would  employ 
as  a  spy  a  man  who  did  not  underatand  the  language 
of  the  country." 

"But  if  there  are,  as  all  men  fancy,"  answered  the 
politician,  "persons  among  these  barbarian  soldiers 
who  can  speak  almost  all  languages,  you  will  admit 
that  such  are  excellently  qualified  for  seeing  clearly 
around  them,  since  they  possess  the  talent  of  behold- 
'uM  and  reporting,  while  no  one  has  the  slightest  idea 
ofsuspectmg  them." 

"It  may  well  be,"  replied  his  companion;  "but 
since  we  see  so  clearly  tne  fox's  foot  and  paws  pro- 
truding from  beneath  the  seeming  sheep's  fleece,  or 
rather,  by  your  leave,  the  bear^a  hide  jronder,  had  we 
not  better  be  jogging  homeward,  ere  it  be  pretended 
we  have  insulted  a  Varangian  Guard  ?" 

This  surmise  of  danger  insinuated  by  the  last 
speaker,  who  was  a  much  older  and  more  experienced 
politician  than  his  friend,  determined  both  6n  a  hasty 
retreat.  They  adjusted  their  cloaks,  caught  hold  of 
each  other's  arm,  and,  speaking  fast  and  thick  as  they 
started  new  subjects  of  suspicion,  they  sped,  close 
coupled  together,  towards  their  habitations,  in  a 
difierent  and  distant  quarter  of  the  town. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  sunset  was  nigh  over;  and 
the  long  shadows  of  the  walls,  bulwarks,  and  arohee. 
were  projecting  from  the  westward  in  deeper  and 
blacker  snade.  The  Varangian  seemed  tired  of  the 
short  and  lingering  circle  in  which  he  had  now  trodden 
for  more  than  an  tiour,  and  in  which  he  still  loitered 
like  an  unliberated  spirit,  which  cannot  leave  the 
haunted  spot  till  licensed  by  the  spell  which  has 
brought  it  tiither.  Even  so  the  barbarian,  casting  an 
impatient  glance  to  the  sun,  which  was  setting  m  a 
blaze  of  light  behind  a  rich  grove  of  cypress- trees, 
looked  for  some  accommodation  on  the  benches  of 
stone  which  were  placed  under  shadow  of  the  tri- 
umphal arch  of  Thcodosius,  drew  the  axe,  which  was 
his  principal  weapon,  close  to  his  side,  wrapped  his 
cloak  about  him.  and,  though  his  dress  was  not  in 
other  respects  a  nt  attire  for  sl&mber,  anj  more  than 
the  place  well  selected  for  repose,  yet  m,  less  than 
three  minutes  he  was  fast  asleep.  The  irresistible 
impulse  which  induced  him  to  seek  for  repose  in  a 
place  very  indifierently  fitted  for  the  purpose,  rnight 
We  weanness  consequent  upon  the  military  vigils, 
which  had  proved  a  part  of  his  duty  on  the  preceding 
evening.  At  the  same  time,  his  spirit  was  so  ahve 
withinnim^  even  while  he  gave  way  to  this  transient 
fie  of  oblivion,  that  he  remained  almost  awake  even 
with  shut  eyes,  and  no  hound  ever  seemed  to  sleep 
more  liKhlly  than  our  Anglo-Saxon  at  the  Golden 
Gkite  of  Constantinople. 

3  Y 


And  now  the  elumberer,  as  the  loiterer  had  been 
before,  was  the  subject  of  observation  to  the  accidental 
passengere.  Two  men  en  tered  the  porch  in  company. 
One  was  a  somewhat  slight- made,  but  alert-looking 
man,  by  name  Lysimachus,  and  by  profesaion  a  de- 
signer. A  roll  of  paper  in  his  hand,  with  a  little 
satchel  containing  a  few  chalks,  or  pencils,  completed 
his  stock  in  trade ;  and  his  acquaintance  with  tne  re- 
mains of  ancient  art  gave  him  a  power  of  talking  on 
the  subject,  which  unfortunately  bore  more  than  due 
proportion  to  his  talents  of  execution.  His  cqmpa- 
nion,  a  magnificent-looking  man  in  form,  and  so  far 
resembling  the  young  barbarian,  but  more  clownish 
and  peasant-like  in  the  expression  of  his  features,  was 
Stephanos  the  wrestler,  well  known  in  the  Palestra. 

"  Stop  here,  my  friend,"  said  the  artist,  producing 
his  pencils,  "till  I  make  a  sketch  for  my  youthful 
Hercules." 

"I  thought  Hercules  had  been  a  Greek,"  said  the 
wrestler.    "This  sleeping  animal  is  a  barbarian." 

The  tone  intimated  some  ofl^ence,  and  the  designer 
hastened  to  soothe  the  displeasure  which  he  nad 
though tlessly  excited.  S  tepha  nos,  known  by  the  sur- 
name of  Castor,  who  was  highly  distinguished  for 
gymnastic  exercises,  was  a  sort  of  patron  to  the  little 
artist,  and  not  unlikely  by  his  own  reputation  to  bring 
the  talents  of  his  friend  into  notice. 

"  Beauty  and  strength,"  said  the  adroit  artist,  "  are 
of  no  particular  nation;  and  may  our  Muse  never 
deign  me  her  prize,  but  it  is  my  greatest  pleasure  to 
compare  them,  as  existing  in  the  uncultivated  savage 
of  the  north,  and  when  they  are  found  in  the  darling 
of  an  enlightened  people,  who  has  added  the  height  <»' 
gymnastic  skill  to  the  most  distinguished  natural  qua- 
il tiee^  such  as  we  can  now  only  see  in  the  works  of 
Phidias  and  Praxiteles— or  in  our  living  model  of  the 
gymnastic  champions  of  antiquity." 

"Nay,  I  acknowledge  that  the  Varangian  is  a  pro- 
per man,"  said  the  athletic  hero,  softening  his  tone; 

but  the  poor  savage  hath  not,  perhaps  in  nis  lifetime, 
had  a  single  drop-  of  oil  on  his  bosom !  Hercules  in- 
stituted the  Isthmian  Games" 

"  But  hold  I  what  sleeps  he  with,  wrapt  so  close  in 
his  bear-skin  7"  said  the  artist.    "Is  it  a  club 7" 

"Away,  away,  my  friend f  cried  Stephanos,  as 
they  looked  closer  on  the  sleeper.  "  Do  you  not  know 
that  is  the  instrument  of  their  barbarous  office  7  They 
do  not  war  with  swords  or  lances,  as  if  destined  to 
attack  men  of  flesh  and  blood;  but  with  maces  and 
axes,  as  if  they  were  to  hack  limbs  formed  of  stone, 
and  sinews  or  oak.  I  will  wager  my  crown  [of  wi- 
thered pareley]  that  he  lies  here  to  arrest  some  distin- 
guished commander  who  has  ofiended  the  govern- 
ment! He  would  not  have  been  thus  formidably 
armed  otherwise— Away,  away,  good  Lysimachus; 
let  us  respect  the  slumben  of  toe  bear." 

So  Ba3ring,  the  champion  of  the  Palestra  made 
off  with  less  apparent  confidence  than  his  size  and 
strength  might  nave  inspired. 

Othera^  now  thinly  straggling,  passed  onward  as 
the  evening  closed,  and  the  shadows  of  the  cypress- 
trees  fell  darker  around.  Two  females  of  the  lower 
rank  cast  their  eyes  on  the  sleeper.  "  Holy  Maria !" 
said  one,  "  if  he  does  not  put  me  m  mind  of  the  Eastern 
tale,  how  the  Genie  brought  a  gallant  young  prince 
from  his  nuptial  chamber  m  Egypt,  and  left  him  sleep- 
ing at  the  gate  of  Damascus.  I  will  awake  the  poor 
lamb,  lest  ne  catch  harm  from  the  night  dew." 

"  Harm  7"  answered  the  older  and  crosser-looking 
woman.  "  Ay,  such  harm  as  the  cold  water  of  the 
Cydnus  does  to  the  wild  swan.  A  lamb7— av,  for- 
sooth !  Why  he's  a  wolf  or  a  bear,  at  least  a  Varan- 
gian, and  no  modest  matron  would  exchange  a  word 
with  such  an  unmannered  barbarian,  rll  tell  you 
what  one  of  these  English  Danes  did  to  me" 

So  saying,  she  drew  on  her  companion,  who  fol- 
lowed with  some  reluctance,  seeming  to  listen  to  her 
gabble,  while  she  looked  back  upon  the  sleeper. 

The  total  disappearance  of  the  sun,  and  nearly  at 
the  same  time  tne  departure  of  the  twilight  which 
lasts  so  short  time  in  that  tropical  region — one  of  the 
few  advantages  which  a  more  temperate  climate  pos- 
sesses over  It,  being  tbe  longer  continuance  of  that 
sweet  and  placid  light— gave  signal  to  the  warders  of 
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the  city  to  shut  the  folding  leaves  of  the  Golden  Gate, 
leaving  a  wicket  lightly  bolted  for  the  passage  of  those 
whom  business  might  have  detained  too  late  without 
the  walls,  and  indeed  for  all  who  chose  to  pay  a  small 
coin.  The  iwsition  and  apparent  insensibihty  of  the 
Varangian  did  not  escape  those  who  had  charge  of 
the  gatei,  of  whom  there  was  a  strong  guard  which 
belonged  to  the  ordinary  Greek  forces. 

**  By  Castor  and  by  Pollux,"  said  the  centurion,— 
for  the  Greeks  swore  by  the  ancient  deities,  although 
they  no  longer  worshipped  them,  and  preserved  those 
military  distinctions  with  which  "  the  steady  Romans 
shook  the  world,"  although  they  were  altogether  de- 
generated from  their  original  manners,— "By  Castor 
and  Pollux,  comrades,  we  cannot  gather  gold  in  {his 
gate,  according  as  its  l«end  tells  us :  yet  it  will  be 
our  fault  if  we  cannot  glean  a  Koodly  crop  of  silver: 
and  though  the  golden  age  be  the  most  ancient  and 
honourable,  yet  m  this  d<^ncrate  time  it  is  much  if 
we  see  a  glimpse  of  the  inferior  metal" 

"Unworthy  are  we  to  follow  the  noble  centunon 
Harpax,"  answered  one  of  the  soldiers  of  the  watch, 
who  showed  the  shaven  head  and  the  single  tuft*  of  a 
Mussulman,  "if  we  do  not  hold  silver  a  sufficient 
cause  to  bestir  ourselves,  wht^n  there  has  been  no  gold 
to  be  had— as,  by  the  faith  of  an  honest  man,  I  think 
we  can  hardly  tell  its  colour,- whether  out  of  the  ini- 
perial  treasury,  or  obtained  at  the  expense  of  indivi- 
duals, for  many  long  moons!" 

"  But  this  silver,"  said  the  centurion,  thou  shalt 
see  with  thine  own  eye,  and  hear  it  ring  a  knell  in  the 
purse  which  holds  our  common  stock. 

"  Which  did  hold  it,  as  thou  wouldst  say,  most  va- 
liant commander,"  replied  the  inferior  warder;  "but 
what  that  purse  holds  now,  save  a  few  miserable  oboli 
for  purchasing  certain  pickled  potherbs  and  salt  fish, 
la  relish  our  allowance  of  stummed  wine,  I  cannot 
tell^but  willingly  give  my  share  of  the  contents  to  the 
devil,  if  either  purse  or  platter  exhibits  symptom  of  any 
age  richer  than  the  age  of  copper." 

"I  will  replenish  our  treasury,"  said  the  centunon, 
*'  were  our  stock  yet  lower  than  it  is. ,  Stand  up  close 
by  the  wicket,  my  masters.  Bethink  you,  we  are  the 
Imperial  Guards,  or  the  guards  of  the  Imperial  City, 
it  is  all  one,  and  let  us  have  no  man  rush  past  us  on 
a  sudden  r-^nd  now  that  we  are  on  our  guard  I  will 
anibld  to  you But  stop,"  said  the  valiant  centu- 
rion, "are  we  all  here  true  brothers'!  Do  all  well  un- 
derstand the  ancient  and  laudable  customs  of  our 
watch,— keeping  all  things  secret  which  concern  the 
profit  and  advantage  of  this  our  vigil,  and  aiding  and 
abetting  the  common  cause,  without  information  or 
treachery  7" 

"You  are  strangely  suspicious  to-night"  answered 
the  sentinel.  "  Methinks  we  have  stood  by  you  with- 
out tale-telling  in  matters  which  were  more  weighty. 
Have  you  forgot  the  passage  of  the  jeweller— whicn 
was  neither  the  gold  nor  silver  age ;  but  if  there  were 
a  diamond  one" 

"Peace,  good  Ismail  the  Infidel,"  said  the  centu- 
rion,—"for,  I  tbimk  Heaven,  we  are  of  all  religions, 
so  it  is  to  be  hoped  we  must  have  the  true  one  amongst 
us,— Peace,  I  say;  it  is  unnecessary  to  prove  thou 
canst  keep  new  secrets,  by  ripping  up  old  ones.  Come 
hither— look  through  the  wicket  to  the  stone  bench, 
on  the  sbadv  aide  oi  the  grand  porch— tell  ma,  okl  lad, 
what  dost  tnou  see  there?" 

"  A  man  asleep,"  said  Ismail.  "  By  Heaven,  I  think 
from  what  I  can  see  by  the  moonlight,  that  it  is  one 
of  those  barbarians,  one  of  those  island  dogs,  whom 
the  Emperor  sets  such  store  by !" 

"Ana  can  thy  fertile  brain,"  said  the  centurion, 
"spin  nothing  out  of  his  present  situation,  tending 
towards  our  advantage  7" 

"  Why.  ay,"  said  Ismail ;  "  they  have  large  pay, 
though  they  are  not  only  barbarians,  but  pagan  dogs, 
in  companson  with  us  Moslems  and  ^iaza^enes. 
That  fellow  hath  besotted  himself  with  liquor,  and 
hath  not  found  his  way  home  to  his  barracks  in  good 
time.  He  will  be  severely  punished,  unless  we  con- 
sent to  admit  him ;  and  to  prevail  on  us  to  do  so,  ho 
most  empty  the  contents  of  his  girdle." 

*  Om  tuft  is  Ml  <m  tlM  ihavBa  crown  of  ths  Moatoo,  for  ths 
■nfti  to  (TWp  bf ,  when  ooovofiof  tiim  to  Pvmdise. 
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That,  at  least— that,  at  least,"  answered  the  sot 
diers  of  the  city  watch,  but  careAilly  suppresi 
voices,  though  they  spoke  in  an  eager  tone. 

"  And  is  that  all  that  you  would  make  of 
opportunity  T  said  Harpax,  scornfully.  **  If o,  wh 
comrades.  If  this  outlandish  animal  indeed  eerapt  as, 
he  must  at  least  leave  bis  fleece  behind.  See  too 
the  gleams  from  his  headpiece  and  bia  coiraasT  1 1 
sume  these  betoken  substantial  silver,  tboogli  it 
be  of  the  thinnest.  There  lies  the  silver  mine  I  snake 
o^  ready  to  enrich  the  dexterous  hands  who  ahall  la- 
bour it.^' 

"  But,"  said  timidly,  a  joung  Greek,  a  oompoiMoa 
of  their  watch  lately  enlisted  in  the  corps,  and  ■•- 
acquainted  with  their  habits,  "still  this barbwiaa, ss 
you  call  him.  is  a  soldier  of  the  Ed^kfot  ;  and  if  wt 
are  convicted  of  depriving, him  of  his  arms,  we  shsB 
be  justly  punished  for  a  military  crinoe." 

Hear  to  a  new  Lycurgus  come  to  teadu  use* 
duty !"  said  the  centunon.  "  Learn  first,  yoong  naa, 
that  the  metropolitan  cohort  never  can  ooousit  a 
crime,  and  learn  next,  of  course,  that  they  can  ntm 
be  convicted  of  one.  Suppose  we  found  a  straggbv 
barbarian,  a  Varangian,  like  this  slumbeicr,  psna^ 
a  Frank,  or  some  other  of  these  foreisners  onrisK 
unpronounceable  names,  while  they  dtsbonoor  as  If 
putting  on  the  arms  and  apparel  oi  tbe  real  Kamm 
soldier,  are  wo,  placed  to  deiend  an  inaportant  pm, 
to  admit  a  man  so  suspicious  within  oar  pesMfa. 
when  the  event  may  probably  be  to  betray  bosk  the 
Golden  Gate  and  the  hearts  of  gold  who  siiard  iK—tt 
have  the  one  seized,  and  the  throats  of  the  otks 
handsomely  cut  7" 

"Keep  him  without  side  the  gate,  then,**  repbedtk 
novice,  "if  you  think  him  so  dangerous.     For  as 

Kart,  I  should  not  fear  him,  were  he  deprived  of  the 
uge  double-edged  axe,  which  gleams  from  under  hi 
cloak,  having  a  more  deadly  glare  than  the  coaa 
which  astrologers  prophesy  such  stramge  things  oC' 

"Nay,  then,  we  apee  together,"  answered  H«- 
pax,  "and  you  epeak  like  a  youth  of  modesrr  aac 
sense ;  and  1  promise  you  the  state  will  loee  noikag: 
in  the  despoiling  of  this  same  baibarimo.  Eadi  c 
these  savages  hath  a  double  set  of  acooutfement^  tb 
one  wrought  with  gold,  alver,  inlaki  woik 

as  becomes  their  duties  in  the  prince** 

the  other  fashioned  of  triple  steel,  aiions, 
and  irresistible.    Now,  in  taking  firom  thk 
character  his  silver  helmet  ana  cuiraas^  ra 
him  to  his  proper  weapons,  and  you  wul 
start  up  in  arms  fit  for  duty.'*^ 

"  Yes,"  said  the  novice ;  "  but  I  do  not  see  that  (he 
reasoning  will  do  more  than  warrant  oar  striniiut  ik 
Varangian  of  his  armour,  to  be  nfiii  iiiiiiiilii  iiiMirsll 
returned  to  him  on  the  morrow,  if  he  prove  a  B» 
man.  How,  I  know  not,  but  I  had  adopted  warn 
idea  that  it  was  to  bo  confiscated  for  cor  iotnt  bphwf 

"Unquestionably,"  saki  Harpax;  "£r  sock  N 
been  the  rule  of  our  watch  ever  since  the  dsysof  Ac 
excellent  centurion  Sisvphus,  in  whose  time  k  iff 
was  determined,  that  all  contraband  conunoditJeB, « 
suspicious  weapons,  or  tbe  like,  which  weie  hn^ 
into  the  city  during  tbe  night-watcb«  shoaU  bt  i» 
formly  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  soldieir  of  thcgBotf: 
and  where  tbe  Emperor  finds  tbe  good*  or  anas  sa 
justly  seized,  I  hope  he  is  rich  enough  lo  make  it  ly  a 
the  sufferer." 

"  But  still— but  still,"  said  Sebaatea  of  Mtfyfast 
the  young  Greek  aforesaid,  "  weiB  the  Eapcnr  a 
discover" 

"Ass  I"  rephed  Hcrpax,  "he cannot  diacofcr,  i^ 
had  all  the  eyes  of  Argus  s  taiL— Here  are  twdn4 
u^  sworn,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  waKk  a 
abide  in  the  same  sfory.  Here  ia  a  harhaiiaa,  wkki  J 
he  remembers  any  thing  of  the  mattcf^-wkidi  I 
sreatly  doubt— his  choice  of  a  lodmng  arnav  ka 
fan^iliarity  with  the  wine-pot— tells  but  a  wddWt^' 
losing  his  armour,  which  wc,  my  masters,"  (Isoiai 
round  to  his  companions,)  "  deny  stoutly — I  hgpt  w 
have  courage  enough  for  that— and  whacfapanral 
be  believed  7  The  companions  of  the  watch,  wmif^ 

"Qiiite  the  contrary,"  said  Sebaatea.  "I  vaskfli 
at  a  distance  from  hence:  yet,  even  in  the  idwrf^' 
Mitylene,  the  rumgur  had  reached  me  that  the  can- 
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lien  of  the  dty-goard  of  Conetantinople  were  lo  ac- 
Qompushed  in  fabebood,  that  tbeoalh  of  a  single  bar- 
barian wonid  outweigh  the  Christian  oath  of  the 
whole  bodjr,  if  Christian  some  of  them  are— for  exam- 
pie,  tbis  dark  man  with  a  single  tuft  on  bis  head." 

"And  if  it  were  even  so,"  said  the  centurion,  with 
a  gloomjr  and  sinister  look,  "  there  is  another  wajr  of 
making  the  transaction  a  safe  one." 

Sebastes,  fixing  bis  eye  on  his  commander,  moved 
bis  band  to  the  mlt  of  an  Eastern  poniard  which  he 
wwe,  as  if  to  penetrate  his  exact  meaning.  The  cen- 
turion nodded  in  aoquiesoenca 

"Yoang.as  I  am,"  said  Sebastes.  "I  have  been 
abneady  a  pirate  five  years  at  sea,  ana  a  robber  three 
years  now  in  the  bills,  and  it  is  the  first  time  I  have 
seen  or  beard  a  man  hesitate,  in  such  a  case,  to  take 
the  only  part  which  is  worth  a  brave  man's  while  to 
lesort  to  m  a  pressing  afiair." 

Harpax  struck  his  hand  into  that  of  the  soldier,  as 
sharing  his  uiicompromising  sentiments ;  but  when 
he  appke,  it  was  in  a  tremulous  voice. 

"  How  shall  we  deal  with  him  ?"  said  he  to  Se- 
bastes, who,  from  the  most  raw  recruit  in  the  corps, 
had  now  risen  to  the  highest  place  in  his  estimation. 
"Anyhow,"  returned  the  islander;  "I  see  bows 
here  and  shafts,  and  if  no  other  person  can  use 

[     them" 

I        "They  are  not,"  said  the  centurion,  "the  regular 
c     arms  ozour  corps." 

"The  fitter  you  to  guard  the  gates  of  a  city,"  said 
I  the  young  soldier  with  a  horse-laugh,  whtch  had 
something  insulting  in  it.  "  Well— be  it  so.  I  can 
■  shoot  like  a  Scythian,"  he  proceeded ;  "  nod  but  with 
your  head,  one  shaft  shall  crash  among;  the  splinters 
of  his  skull  and  his  brains ;  the  second  shall  quiver  in 
his  heart." 

"Brava  my  noble  Comrade!"  said  Harpax,  in  a 
lone  of  afifected  rapture,  always  lowering  his  voice, 
however,  as  respecting  the  slumhera  of  the  Varan- 

g'an.    "  Such  were  the  robbera  of  ancient  days,  the 
iomedes,  CoryneteS|  Synnes,  Scyrons,  Procrustes, 
I    whom  it  required  demigods  to  bring  to  what  was  mis- 
,    called  justice,  and  whose  compeera  and  fellows  will 
remain  masters  of  the  continent  and  the  isles  of 
f    Greece,  until  Hercules  and  Theseus  shall  again  ap- 
pear upon  earth.  Nevertheless,  shoot  not,  my  valiant 
I    Sebastes— draw  not  the  bow,  my  invaluable  Mityle- 
nian ;  you  may  wound  and  not  kill." 

"I  am  little  wont  to  do  so,"  said  Sebastes,  again 
repeating  the  hoarse,  chucklins,  discordant  laugh, 
which  grated  upon  the  eara  of  tne  centurion,  though 
he  could  hardly  tell  the  reason  why  it  was  so  uncom- 
monhr  unpleasant. 

"  If  I  look  not  about  me,"  was  his  internal  reflec- 
tion, "  we  shalLbave  two  centurions  of  the  watch,  in- 
stead of  one.  This  Mitvlenian,  or  be  he  who  the  devil 
will,  is  a  bow's  length  oeyond  roe.  I  must  keep  my 
we  on  him."  He  then  spoke  aloud,  in  a  tone  of  au- 
thority. **  But  come,  young  man,  it  is  hard  to  dis- 
ooorage  a  young  beginner.  If  you  have  been  such  a 
rover  of  wood  and  river  as  you  tell  us  of  ^ou  know 
bow  to  play  the  Sicarius :  there  lies  your  object,  drunk 
or  aslee|>,  we  know  not  which ;— you  will  deal  with 
him  in  either  case." 

"  Will  you  give  me  no  odds  to  stab  a  stupified  or 
dmnken  man,  most  noble  centurion  7"  answered  the 
Oraek.  "  You  would  perhaps  love  the  commission 
yourself?"  he  condnued,  somewhat  ironically. 

"Do  as  you  are  directed,  friend."  said  Harpax, 
pointing  to  the  turret  staircase  which  led  down  from 
the  batuement  to  the  arched  entrance  undemeath  the 
porcb* 

"  He  has  the  true  cat-like  stealthv  pace,"  half  mut- 
tered the  centurion,  as  his  sentinel  descended  to  do 
such  a  crime  as  tie  was  posted  there  to  prevent 
'*  This  co<^rel'B  comb  must  be  cut.  or  he  will  become 
king  of  the  roost  But  let  us  see  if  his  hand  be  as  re- 
solute as  his  tongue ;  then  we  will  consider  what  turn 
to  give  to  the  conclusion." 

As  Haipax  spoke  between  his  teeth,  and  rather  to 
himself  than  any  of  his  companions,  the  Mitylenian 
emeiged  from  under  the  archway,  treading  on  tiptoe. 
yist  swiftly,  with  an  admuable  mixture  of  silence  and 
celerity.  His  poniard,  drawn  as  he  descended,  gleamed 


in  bis  hand,  which  was  held  a  little  behind  the  rest  of 
his  person,  so  as  to  conceal  it.  The  assassin  hovered 
less  than  an  instant  over  the  sleeper,  as  if  to  mark 
the  interval  between  the  ill-fated  silver  coralet,  and 
the  body  which  it  was  designed  to  protect,  when,  at 
the  instant  the  blow  was  rushing  to  its  descent,  the 
Varangian  started  up  at  once,  arrested  the  armed 
hand  of  the  assassin,  by  striking  it  upwards  with  the 
head  of  his  battle-axe :  and  whue  he  thus  parried  the 
intended  stab,  struck  tne  Greek  a  blow  heavier  than 
Sebastes  had  ever  learned  at  the  Pancration,  which 
left  him  scarce  the  power  to  cry  help  to  his  comrades 
on  the  battlements.  They  saw  what  had  happened,  ■ 
however,  and  beheld  the  barbarian  set  his  loot  on 
their  companion^  and  brandish  high  bis  formidable 
weapon,  the  whistling  sound  of  which  made  the  old 
arch  ring  ominously,  while  he  paused  an  instant,  with 
his  weapon  upheaved,  ere  he  gave  the  finishing  blow 
to  bis  enemy.  The  warden  made  a  bustle,  as  ff  some 
of  them  would  descend  to  the  assistance  of  Sebastes, 
without  however,  appearing  very  eager  to  do  so, 
when  Harpax,  in  a  rapid  whisper,  commanded  them 
to  stand  fast. 

"  Each  man  to  his  place,"  be  said,  "  happen  what 
may.  Yonder  comes  a  captain  of  the  guard— the 
secret  is  our  own,  if  the  savage  has  killed  the  Mity- 
lenian, as  I  well  trust,  for  he  stire  neither  hand  nor 
foot  But  if  be  lives,  my  comrades,  make  hard  your 
faces  as  flint— he  is  but  one  man,  we  are  twelve.  We 
know  nothing  of  his  purpose,  save  that  he  went 
to  see  wherefore  the  Sarbarian  slept  so  near  the 
post." 

While  the  centurion  thus  bruited  his  purpose  in  busy 
insinuation  to  the  companions  of  bis  watch,  the  stately 
figure  of  a  tall  soldier,  richly  armed,  and  presenting  a 
lony  crest,  which  glistened  as  be  etept  from  the  open 
moonlight  into  the  shade  of  the  vault,  became  visible 
beneath.  A  wbi4)er  passed  among  the  waidere  on 
the  top  of  the  gate. 

"  Draw  bolt,  shut  gate,  come  of  the  Mitylenian  what 
will,"  said  the  centurioo ;  "  we  are  lost  men  if  we  own 
him.— Here  comes  the  chief  of  the  Varangian  axes, 
the  Follower  himself." 

"  Well,  Hereward,"  said  the  officer  who  came  last 
upon  the  scene,  in  a  sort  of  ^tn^rua  Pranoa^  generally 
used  by  the  barbarians  of  the  guard,  "  hast  thou  caught 
a  night-hawk  1" 

"Ay,  by  Saint  George T'  answered  the  soldier; 
"  and  yet,  in  my  country,  we  would  call  him  but  a 
kite." 
"  What  is  he  ?"  said  the  leader. 
"  He  will  tell  you  that  himself?'  replied  the  Varan- 
gian, ".when  I  take  mv  grasp  from  his  windpipe.'*  „ 
"  Let  him  go,  then.,  said  the  officer. 
The  Englishman  did  as  he  was  commanded ;  but, 
escaping  as  soon  as  he  felt  himself  at  liberty,  with  an 
alertness  which  could  scarce  have  been  anticipated, 
the  Mitylenian  rushed  out  at  the  arch,  and,  availing 
himself  of  the  complicated  ornaments  which  had  on- 
ginally  graced  the  exterior  of  the  gateway,  he  fled 
around  buttress  and  projection,  closely  pursued  by  the 
Varangian,  who,  cumbered  with  his  armour,  was 
hardly  a  match  in  the  course  for  the  light-footed  Gre- 
cian, as  he  dodged  his  pursuer  from  one  skulking 
place  to  another.  The  officer  laughed  heartily,  as  the 
two  figures,  like  shadows  appeariiig,  and  disappearing 
as  suddenly,  held  rapid  flight  andchase  around  the 
arch  of  Thoodosiua. 

"  By  Hercules  I  it  is  Hector  pursued  round  the  walls 
of  nion  by  Achilles,"  said  the  officer :  "  but  my  Pe-  ^ 
lides  will  scarce  overtake  the  son  of  Priam.  What, 
ho !  goddess-bom,— son  of  the  white-footed  Thetis  I— 
But  the  alhision  is  lost  on  the  poor  savage— Hollo, 
Hereward  I  I  say:  stop— know  thine  own  most  bar- 
barous name."  These  last  words  were  muttered; 
then  raising  his  voice,  "  Do  not  out-run  thy  wind, 
good  Hereward.  Thou  mayst  have  more  occasion 
for  breath  to-night" 

"It  it  had  been  my  leader's  will,"  answered  the 
Varangian,  coming  back  in  sulky  moodj  and  breath- 
ing like  one  who  had  been  at  the  top  of  his  speed.  "  I 
would  have  had  him  as  fast  as  ever  greyhound  held 
hare,  ere  I  left  ofi*  the  chase.  Were  it  not  for  this 
foolish  armour,  iihich  encumbers  without  defending 


TALES  OF  an'  LANDLORD. 
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wv  an-  It)  rc'A'd'm  onr  tiitninci-  thnjuah  ihc  j;:ilt':  for    iiiiv"  .         i-.       •  ■ .  . 

if.  a<»  I  .-iispri-r,  it  wns  tmo  of  ihos*^  wardjT.s  wlio  wns       "  I  linvn  liennl  K«)inothinjjr  like  tins  raid  by  our  Jri 

williiiL?  t«)  linve  plavnl  tIh.c  a  irick,  his  compaiiiona    Imiirs,"  fa'ui  the  Vnranciaii. 

ina\  n..t  lit  vis  *.nl.  r  willingly."  !      "h  is  their  thity  m  to  ms-iruct  y..u,    nnswfmJ  thr- 

"Ami  IS  i'  not."   saiii  ihi;  Varnnjrian,  "  your  Va- ■  U-ad«  r ;  "ami  I  trust  that  the  pncpiii  niso.  m  th^.r 
iour's  lii.ty  to  pr.ihc   tiiis  want  of  dij^-iphno  to  thr    ^phf■n■.  ftirgot  noi  ro  icarli  my  y,iraiigiaiis  iheircm; 
l>oitiMn  '''  rttaiii  >nT\ioH  to  ihi-ir  I'mpf-ror/' 

"Hu>h  thi-p  here,  my  simpU-mindrd  sava;^o  !  I  "Thry  do  not  umit  it/  rcpliwi  tlif  wldicr,  "  ihoiujli 
havi-  nfu  II  lold  yon.  most  itrnorant  Hmward.  ilial  tin-  wiMif  tlip  cxiloe  kiu»w  our  duty." 
skull.'*  of  thoj^  who  coiiii'  from  your  rold  aiid-muddy 
B(POtiji  of  the  Xorih,  arc  fiiti-r  to  Iw  ar  out  twenty 
blow.-*  wiiii  a  sitdKe-hamnu  r,  than  turn  ot!  one  wittv 
or  in^ii^iuon.s  iiha.  But  follow  me,  H»ri"war«l.  and 
nlihoiiuii  lam  awarr  that  s-liowinj;  the  fine  meshes  of 
Gneian  F«ilicy  to  the  eoarse  « yi-  of  an  unpraetipcd 
barharian  like' thee,  is  imieh  like  caslinj;  pearls  hi.-fore 


"  <io(i  forliid  I  should  doiiht  it/'  said  thecomniandir 
of  the  hatilc-axes.  "All  I  mean  is  lo  makr  th*!* 
iindi-rstand,  my  di-ar  Hereward,  that  as  there  ar^. 
thoush  perhaps  sueh  do  not  exint  in  thy  dark  anii 
plooiny  elimat*',  a  race  of  insoer<(  which  are  bom  :n 
the  first  rays  of  the  mornini;,  and  expire  with  thoseof 
punwi.  (tlieneo  eallnl  by  ua  ephcnirrir,  as  t-ndunns 


»\\  nil-,  a  thiim  fiirbiddeii  in  ilie  lilessi d  (io.-spi  1,  vet,  a.**    one  day  only.)  wieh  is  the  ease  of  a  favourite  at  conri. 


thou  ha.st  >o  ^tnul  a  heart,  and  so  trusty,  as  ih  searee 
to  bi*  met  with  aiiuum  my  Vnraniiians  themwlves,  1 
care  not  if,  while  thou  art  in  allendaneeon  my  i>ers«»n, 
I  f;ndiri\our  to  indoetrinatelhee  in  sonu'of  that  imliey 
by  whieli  I  my!H.'lf-- tin;  Tollower  ■  the  Chief  of  the 
Varnniiians.  an'fl  therefore  eixeted  by  tin  ir  axr.s  into 
the  mo<t  valiant  of  iln-  valiant,  am  eonfi-nt  to  tjuide 
nr.y«»-lf.  althouah  every  way  qualified  to  bear  me 
lhroii::h  thi;  ero.'-s  curn-ins  of  the  court  by  main  pull 
of  oar  and  prtss  of  sad -a  condeseension  in  me,  to  do 
that  by  ix^liey.  whieli  no  man  in  thi.9  imperial  court, 
the  ehoseii  sphere  of  HU|M'rior  wits,  couUl  «*o  well  ac- 
comf»lish  by  (»prn  forci;  as  iuy.'»elf.  What  think'st 
thou,  tinod  snva:;*'  ?'' 

"I  know,"  answirnl  the  Varangian,  who  walked 
about  a  sii.p  and  a  half  behind  his  leader,  like  an 
ordrrly  of  ihi-  pr«  se  nt  day  N  hind  his  olVieer's  shoulder. 
'*I  should  br  sorry  to  trouble  my  head  with  what  I 
could  (III  by  my  hands  al  once." 

"Dill  I  not  say  Sf»  V'  repliid  the  Follower,  who  bad 
now  fur  ."ome  minutes  lid  the  way  from  tin;  Ciolden 
(»ar«'.  and  was  s»vn  f;lidinn  along  ihe  «)utside  ol'  the 
mof»nli.^lii  walls,  as  if  ^'ikin.can  entrance cl.sewhere. 
"  [iO.  sui-h  is  I  he  f-luH'of  what  you  call  >our  bead  is 
niadf !  Voiir  hands  and  arms  are  perfret  .Vehitophels, 
(Ximparrtl  tn  n.  ilcarktn  to  me.  thou  most  iiiiiorant 
of  all  animals — but,  for  that  v»rv  reason,  thou  sttnitesl 
of  confidants.  an<l  bravi  ^t  of  holdiers,— 1  will  tt-ll  thee 
the  v«  ry  riddle  of  this  niuht-work,  and  yet,  even  then, 
I  doubt  if  thixi  eansi  understand  me" 

"It  is  my  present  iliit\  to  try  to  eompnhend  your 
Valour,"  siiid  tin?  V:«raiii'.inn---'*I  would  say  your 
policy,  since  you  eondi  sci nd  tiM-xpound  it  to  me.  As 
for  yiiur  valoiir."  h«'  adibd,  "I  should  be  unliirky  if  1 
did  n()t  think  I  undtr^land  its  len;{tb  and  breadth 
already.'' 

Tlntlnrk  i:''nirnli'oloured  a  little,  but  replini,  with 
unaltereil  voice,  '"rrue,  m»od  Hereward.  We  have 
seen  each  oilu-r  in  battle.' 


whiliM-njoyirifi  the  smihs  of  the  nu>flt  saen»d  EmpiTor. 
Aiul  happy  is  he  who.<e  favour,  rising  as  the  perK»nol' 
the  Sovereign  emerges  from  the  level  F])ace  whirh 
extends  around  the  throne,  displays  its«lf  m  the  first 
imperial  blaze  of  glorv,  and  who.  keeping  his  ]iOi' 
during  the  meridian  splemlour  of  the  crown,  ha«oniy 
the  fate  to  disapiK-ar  and  die  with  the  la^tbeaxnci 
imiH  rial  brightness." 

"Your  Valour,"  saiti  the  islander.  "CT»oaks  hi«th« 
language  than  my  norihein  wits  are  able  to  coinjre- 
hend.  Only,  meihinks,  rather  than  pan  with  life  at 
the  fc>unsot,  I  would,  t>inee  insect  I  nuisi  nc^  be. 
be«*ome  a  moth  for  two  or  three  dark  hoi.irs." 

"Such  is  the  sordid  desire  of  the  vulgar.  Hef- 
ward,''  answered  the  F'oUower.  with  nf>.«umed  scp*- 
ri«>rity,  "who  are  contented  to  enjoy  life,  lacking  dis- 
tinction; whereas  we,  on  the  other  hand,  weal' 
choicer  quality,  who  forni  the  nearest  and  inhermoi: 
circle  around  the  Imnerial  .Vlcxiiis,  in  which  he  him- 
silf  forms  the  central  i«i  III,  arr-  watchful,  lo  woman'i 
jealousv.  of  the  distribution  of  his  favours,  and  omit 
no  opptirtunity,  whether  by  leaguing  with  or  agsioM 
each  other,  to  n-comniend  ourselves  individually  » 
the  peculiar  light  of  his  countenance." 

"I  think  I  comprehend  what  you  mean."  said  lb* 
guardsman;  "although  as  for  living  such  a  life  of 
mtrisue  -but  that  matters  not."' 

"  ft  diKS  indivd  matttr  not,  my  p«xxl  Herewinl ' 
said  his  officer,  "and  thou  art  lucky  in  having  no ap- 
m-tite  ftir  the  life  I  have  describ»'d.  Vol  have  1  fifs 
barbarians  rise  high  in  the  empire,  and  if  they  haw 
not  altogether  the  Hexibility,  the  malleability  n%  it* 
called— that  happy  ductility  which  can  give  wayw 
circumstances,  I  nave  yet  known  thoK  of  bartwiic 
trilM's,  es{w>cially  if  bred  up  at  court  from  rheir  roudi, 
who  joined  to  n  limited  norrion  of  this  flexile  qualiir 
enough  of  a  certain  tough  durability  of  lemr^  which, 
if  it  does  not  excel  in  availing  itself  of  onportunitf. 
has  no  contemptible  talent  at  creating  it.    But  lettio 
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Ilert^ward  here  could  not  mpprr-ss  a  short  cough,    comiiarisons  pass,  it  follows,  from  this  emulation  c 
whieh.  to  tlio.<e  grammarians  of  the  day  who  were    glory,  that  is,  of  roval  favour,  amongst  the  servanti 
skilful  in  applying  the  usi' iifjifcents,  wouKl  have  im-      -  ■  •       ^ 


plied  no  pi-euliar  eulouium  (ui  lii«  officer's  military  bra- 
ver)'. Indeed,  jluring  their  whole  iniere«)iirse,  the 
convt  rsition  of  the  <5eneral,  in  spite  of  his  tone  of 
affectiil  importance  and  superi«)rity,  din>inyed  an 
obvious  resptrt  for  his  eonipanion,  aM  one  who,  in 
many  points  of  action,  miiilit,  if  broii!;hl  to  the  test, 
prove  a  more ctKeiive  soldier  than  himself.    On  flu 


of  the  imperial  and  most  sacrcti  court,  thai  each  if 
desirous  of  distinguishing  him»^f  by  showing  to  fht 
Km|)cror,  not  only  that  he  fully  understands  ihedaiMi 
of  his  own  employ  men  Is,  but  that  he  is  capable,  in 
cntH^  of  necessity,  of  discharging  those  of  othen." 

"I  understand,"  said  the  Saxon;  "and  throee  it 
happens  that  tht>  under  ministers,  soldiers,  andatnit- 
ants  of  the  gn;at  crown-otficers,  are  perpetuallf  «• 


other  hand,  when   the  powerful  Northtrn   warrior  ;  gagtil.  not  in  aiding  each  other,  but  in  acting  as 

replied,  although  it  was  with  alj  observance  of  tlisri-    on  their  neighbour's  actions?" 

phne  and  duty,  yet  the  diW'ussion  might  sometimes       "Even  s*V'  answcrotl  the  commander;  "iti 


resemble  that  between  an  ignorant  macaroni  officer, 
before  the  Duke  of  Vork's  reformation  of  the  Hritish 
army,  and  a  steady  sergeant  of  the  regiment  in  which 
they  both  servt'd.    There  was  a   consciousness  of 


bat 


few  days  since  I  had  a  disajgreeable  instance  of  it 
Every  one,  however  dull  in  the  iniellect.  halh  nn^ 
Htooii  this  much,  that  the  great  Protospatbaire.*  v^!*^ 
title  thou  knowest  signifies  the  General'in-cfaief  of  Bt 
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tvill  raise  in]^  fiarid  oftPii  enom;li  ami  liijsh 
I,''  said  the  ISorsenian,  "wiien  tlio  Kiii{>eror's 


the  absolute  command  which  he  possesses  over  all 
other  corps  of  the  army— an  authonty  which  become  a 
Nicanor,  Dotwithstandins  ihe  victonoiis  sound  of  hin 
name,  nearly  as  well  as  a  war-saddle  would  become 
a  bullock." 

"How!"  said  the  Varangian,  "docs  the  Proto<(pa- 
ihaire  pretend  to  any  authority  over  the  noble  exiicR  ? 
—By  the  red  dragon,  under  which  we  will  live  and  die, 
we  will  obey  no  man  alive  but  Alexius  Comnonua 
himself,  and  our  own  oflicerH !'' 

"Rightly  and  bravely  r»'!*olvod,"  said  the  Kndor; 
"  but,  my  good  Herewnrd,  let  not  your  Just  indifiinntion 
hurryyou  so  far  as  to  naiucthe  most  sacred  Kniperor, 
without  raising  your  hand  to  vuur  caKquc,  and  adding 
the  epithets  uf  his  lofty  rank/' 

•'I  w  '      .     - 

enough. 

lervice  requires  it." 

*'I  dare  be  sworn  thou  wilt,"  said  Achilles  Tatius, 
the  commander  of  the  VaranR:ian  Imperial  Body 
Guard,  who  thought  the  time  was  unfavourable  f<jr 
distinguishing  himself  by  insisting  on  that  exact  ob- 
servance of  etiquette,  which  was  one  of  his  great  pre- 
tensions to  the  name  of  a  soldier.  "  Vet,  were  it  not 
fi>r  the  constant  vigilance  of  your  lead(*r,  my  child, 
the  noble  Varangians  would  be  trode  down,  in  the 
common  mass  of  the  army,  with  the  he^ithen  cohorts 
of  Hun<^  Scythians,  or  those  turban'd  infidels  the  re- 
negade Turks ;  and  even  for  this  is  yoiir  commaruier 
here  in  peril,  because  ho  vindicates  his  axe-men  as 
worthy  of  being  prized  above  the  paltry  shafts  of  the 
Eastern  tribes,  and  the  javelins  of  the  Moots,  which 
are  only  fit  to  be  playthings  for  children." 

"You  arc  exposed  to  no  danger,"  said  the  soldier, 
dosing  up  to  Achdies  in  a  confidential  manner,  "from 
which  these  axes  can  protect  you." 

''Do  I  not  know  it  7"  said  Achilles.  "But  it  is  to 
rour  arm  alone  that  the  Follower  of  his  most  sacred 
Majesty  now  intrusts  his  safety." 

In  aught  that  u  soldier  may  do,"  answered  Here- 
ward;  "make  yourown  computation,  and  then  nn^kon 
this  single  arm  worth  two  ai;ainst  any  man  the  Fim- 
pcfor  has,  not  being  of  our  own  conx*. ' 

"  Listen,  my  brave  friend,"  continued  Achilles. 
"This  Nicanor  was  darin;;  enough  to  throw  a  re- 
proach on  our  noble  corps,  accusing  them— gods  and 
goddesses !— of  plunderini;  in  th*!  field,  and.  yet  more 
sacrilegious,  of  drinking  the  pr(>rious  wine  wnicli  was 
pr^ared  for  his  most  sacred  Majesty's  own  blessed 
eonsumption.  I,  the  sacred  perstm  of  the  Emperor 
being  present,  proceeded,  as  thou  mayst  well  be- 
lieve"  ;■ 

"To  give  him  the  lie  in  his  audacious  throat!" 
bant  in  the  Varangian— "  named  a  place  of  meeting 
aainewhere  in  the  vicinity,  and  called  the  attendance 
of  jrour  poor  follower,  Hereward  of  Hampton,  who  is 
yoor  bond-slave  for  life  long,  for  such  an  honour !  I 
wish  only  you  had  told  me  to  get  my  work-day  arms ; 

fa«f,  however,  I  have  my  bati[e-a.xe,  and" Here 

his  companion  Hei2ed  a  moment  to  break  in,  for  he 
was  somewhat  abashed  at  the  lively  tone  of  the  voung 
soldier. 

**Hush  thoe,  my  son,"  said  Achilles  Tatius :  "  speak 
low,  my  excellent  Hereward.  Thou  inistaKest  this 
thing.  With  thee  by  my  side,  I  would  not,  indeed, 
hniiate  to  meet  five  such  as  Nicanor;  but  such  is 
Mt  the  law  of  this  most  hallowe<l  empire,  nor  the 
Bntiments  of  the  three  times  illustrious  Pnnce  who 
low  rules  it.  Thou  art  debauched,  my  soldier,  with 
the  atraggering  stories  of  the  Franks,  of  whom  we 
hear  more  and  more  every  day." 

"I  would  not  willingly  borrow  anv  thing  from  tho.oo  ! 
•bom  yea  call  Franks,  and  we  Xorman.s,"  answend 
die  Varangian,  in  a  disappointed,  dogged  tone. 

"Why,  hsten,  then."  said  tlu;  officer,  as  they  pro- 
Mtded  on  their  walk,  "listen  to  the  rrason  of  the 
■jag,  and  consider  whether  such  a  custom  can  ob- 
wo,  as, that  w;hich  they  term  the  duello,  in  any  coiin- 

7«  civilization  and  common  sense,  to  say  nothing 
one  which  is  blessed  with  the  domination  of  the 
Mt  rare  Alexius  Comncnus.  Two  great  lords,  or 
■Vi  oflioen,  quarrel  in  the  court,  and  before  the  re- 
^indperaon  of  the  Emperor.  They  dispute  about  a 
IMt  01  fiict.    Now,  instead  of  each  maintaining  his 
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own  opinion,  by  argument  or  evidence,  suppose  they 
had  adopteti  the  custom  of  these  barbarous  Franks, — 
'Why,  thou  liest  in  thy  thmat,'  says  the  one;  'and 
thou  lust  in  thy  vi>ry  lungs,'  says  another;  and  they 
measure  forth  the  lists  of  battle  in  the  next  meadow. 
Each  swears  to  the  truth  of  his  quarrel,  though  pro- 
bably neither  well  knows  [irecisttly  how  the  fact  stands. 
One,  perhaps  the  hardier,  truer,  and  better  man  of  the 
two,  the  Follower  of  the  Emprror,  and  father  of  the 
Vaniii^ian.s  (for  di-ath,  iiiy  faithful  follower,  spares 
no  in:m,)  lie.M  dead  on  the  ground,  and  the  other  comes 
back  to  i)ri'doniinarc  in  the  court,  where,  had  the  mat- 
ter l>cen  inquired  int<)  by  tlie  rules  of  common  sense 
and  rea.^oii,  the  victor,  as  he  is  termed,  would  have 
been  s<^nt  to  tiic  gallows.  And  yet  this  is  the  law  of 
arms,  as  your  fancy  pleases  to  call  it,  friend  Here- 
ward!" 

"  May  it  please  your  Valour,"  answered  the  barba- 
rian, "  there  is  a  show  of  sense,  in  what  you  say ;  but 
r'oii  will  sooner  convince;  me  that  this  blessed  moon- 
ight  is  the  blackness  of  a  wolf's  mouth,  than  that  I 
ought  to  hear  myself  called  liar,  without  cramming 
the  epithet  down  the  speaker's  throat  with  the  spike 
of  my  battle-axe.  The  lie  is  to  a  man  the  same  as  a 
blow,  and  a  blow  degrades  him  into  a  slave  and  a 
beast  of  burden,  if  endured  without  retaliation." 

"Ay,  there  it  is!"  said  Achilles;  '"could  I  but  get 
you  to  lay  aside  that  inborn  barbarism,  which  leads 
you,  otherwise  the  most  disciplinefi  .-soldiers  who  serve 
the  s:icred  Emperor,  into  such  deadly  quarrels  and 

feuds" 

"  Sir  Captain,"  aaid  the  Varangian,  in  a  sullen  tone, 
"  take  my  advice,  and  take  the  Varangians  as  you 
have  them ;  for,  believe  my  word,  that  if  you  could 
teach  them  to  endure  reproaches,  bear  the  he,  or  tole- 
rate stripes,  you  would  hardly  find  them,  when  their 
discipline  is  completed,  worth  the  single  day's  salt 
which  thev  cost  to  his  holines.<i,  if  that  be  his  title. 
I  must  tell  you,  moreover,  valorous  sir,  that  the  Va- 
rangians will  little  thank  their  leader,  who  heard  them 
called  marauders,  drunkards,  and  what  not,  and  re- 
pelled not  the  charge  on  the  spot." 

"  IVow,  if  I  knew  not  the  humours  of  my  barba- 
rian.s,"  thought  Tatius,  in  his  own  mind,  "I  should 
bring  on  myself  a  quarrel  with  these  untamed  island- 
ers, who  the  Emperor  thinks  can  be  so  easily  kept  in 
discipline.  But  I  will  settle  this  sport  presently." 
.Accordingly,  he  addre.<«8ed  the  !Saxon  in  a  soothing 
tone. 

"My  faithful  soldier,"  he  proceerletl  aloud,  "  wc Ro- 
mans, according  to  the  custom  of  our  ancestors,  set 
as  much  glory  on  actually  telling  the  truth,  as  you  do 
in  resenting  the  imputation  of  falsehood ;  and  I  could 
not  with  honour  return  a  charge  of  falsehood  up'm 
Nicanor,  since  what  he  said  was  substantially  true." 
"  Whnt !  that  we  Varans:ians  were  plunderers, 
drunkards,  and  the  like  7"  said  Hereward,  more  im- 
patient than  before. 

"  IS'o,  surely,  not  in  that  broad  sen&e,"  said  Achilles : 
"but  there  was  too  much  foundation  for  the  legend.' 
"  When  and  where?"  asked  the  Anglo-Saxon. 
'•V<)u  remember,"  replied  his  leader,  "the  long 
march  near  Laodicea,  where  the  Varangians  beat  on 
a  cloud  of  Turks,  and  retook  a  train  of  the  impenal 
bacgage  ?  Vou  know  what  was  done  that  day — how 
you  quenched  your  thirst,  I  mean  ?" 

"  I  have  some  reason  to  remember  it,"  said  Here- 
ward of  Hampton;  "for  we  were  half  choked  with 
dual,  fatigue,  and,  which  was  worst  of  ail,  constantly 
fighting  with  our  faces  to  the  rear,  when  we  found 
some  firkins  of  wine  in  certain  carnages  which  were 
broken  down— down  our  throats  it  went,  as  if  it  had 
been  the  best  ale  in  SouihnmpTon." 

"Ah,  unhappy  I"  said  the  Ftillower;  "saw  younot 
that  the  firkins  were  stampcfl  with  the  thrice  excel- 
lent Grand  Butlersown  inviolable  seal,  and  set  apart 
for  the  private  use  of  his  impiTial  Majesty's  most 
sacred  lips?" 

"  By  good  Saint  (Jeorge  of  merry  England,  worth 
a  dozen  of  your  Saint  George  of  Cappadoda,  I 
neither  thought  nor  cared  about  the  matter,'  answered 
Hereward.  "  -And  I  know  your  Valour  drank  a 
mighty  draught  yourself  out  of  my  head-piece;  not 
this  silver  bauble,  but  my  steel-cap,  which  is  twice  as 
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ample.  Bjr  the  same  token,  that  whereaa  before  you 
were  giymg  orders  to  fall  back,  you  were  a  chanj^ 
man  when  you  had  cleared  your  throat  of  the  dust, 
and  cried,  *Bide  the  other  brunt,  my  brave  stout  boys 
of  Britain  P  " 

"Ay,"  said  Achilles,  "I  know  I  am  but  too  apt  to 
be  venturous  in  action.  But  you  mistake,  good  Here- 
ward  ;  the  wine  I  tasted  in  the  extremity  of  martial 
fiitigue,  was  not  that  set  apart  for  his  sacred  Majesty's 
own  peculiar  mouth,  but  a  secondary  sort,  preserved 
for  the  Ghand  Butler  himself^  of  which,  as  one  of  the 
greatest  officere  of  the  household,  I  might  right  Jaw- 
tully  partake— the  chance  was  nevertheless  sinfully 
unhappy.'* 

"  On  my  life,"  replied  Hereward,  "  I  cannot  see  the 
infelicity  of  drinking,  when  we  are  dying  of  thiret." 

*'  But,  cheer  up,  my  noble  comrade,  said  Achilles, 
after  he  had  hurried  over  his  own  exculpation,  and 
without  noticin|[  the  Varangian's  Ught  estimation 
of  the  crime,  "  his  Imperial  Majesty,  m  his  ineffable 
gradousness,  imputes  these  ill-advised  draughts  as  a 
crime  to  no  one  who  partook  of  them.  He  rebuked 
the  Protospathaire  for  fishina;  up  his  accusation,  and 
aaid,  when  he  had  recalled  the  bustle  and  confusion  of 
that  toilsome  day,  *I  thought  myself  well  off  amid 
that  aeven  times  heated  furnace,  when  we  obtained  a 
draught  of  the  bariey-wine  drank  by  my  poor  Varan- 

giana ;  and  I  drank  their  health,  as  well  I  might,  since, 
ad  it  not  been  for  their  services,  I  had  drunk  my  last ; 
and  well  fare  their  hearts,  though  they  qnafied  my 
wine  in,  return !'  And  with  that  he  turned  ofii  as  one 
who  said,  *  I  have  too  much  of  this,  being  a  finding  of 
matter  and  ripping  up  of  stories  agamat  Achules 
Tatius  and  his  gallant  Varangians.'  *" 

"Now,  may  God  bless  his  honest  heart  for  it  I"  aakl 
Herawara,  with  more  downright  heartiness  than  for- 
mal respect.  "  I'll  drink  to  his  health  in  what  I  put 
next  to  my  lips  that  quenches  thiret,  whether  it  may 
be  al&  wine,  or  ditch-water." 

"Why,  well  said,  but  apeak  not  above  thy  breath  1 
and  remember  to  put  thif  hand  to  thy  forehead,  when 
naming,  or  even  thinkmg  of  the  Emperor !— Well 
thou  knoweat,  Hereward,  that  having  thus  obtained 
the  advantage,  I  knew  that  the  momentof  a  repulaed 
attack  is  always  that  of  a  successful  char^;  and  so 
I  brought  against  the  Protoapachaire,  Nicanor,  the 
robbenea  which  have  been  committed  at  the  Golden 
Gate,  and  other  entrencea  of  the  city,  where  a  mer- 
chant waabut  of  late  kidnapped  and  murdered,  bavins 
on  him  certain  jeweta,  the  property  of  the  Patriarch.*' 

"Ay!  indeed?"  aaid  the  Varangian;  "and  what 

aaid  Alex 1  mean  the  moat  sacred  Emperor 

when  he  heard  auch  things  said  of  the  city  warden  1 
—though  he  had  himaelf  given,  aa  we  aay  in  our  land, 
the  fox  the  jgeeae  to  keep.^^ 

"  It  may  be  he  did,"  replied  Achillea ;  "  but  he  is  a 
sovereign  of  deep  policy,  and  was  resolved  not  to 
proceed  against  these  treacherous  warden^  or  their 

Sneral,  the  Protospathaire,  without  decisive  proof, 
is  sacred  Majeaty^  therefore,  charged  me  to  obtain 
specific  circumatantial  proof  by  thy  means." 

"  And  that  I  would  have  managed  in  two  minutea, 
had  you  not  called  me  off  the  chase  of  yon  cut'throat 
vagabond.  But  his  grace  knows  the  word  of  a  Va- 
rangian, and  I  can  assure  him  that  either  lucre  or  my 
silver  gaberdine,  which  they  nickname  a  cuirass,  or 
the  hatred  of  my  oorpa,  would  be  sufficient  to  incite 
any  of  these  knaves  to  cut  the  throat  of  a  Varangian, 
who  appeared  to  be  aaleep. — So  we  go,  I  suppose, 
captain,  to  bear  evkknce  before  the  Emperor  to  thia 

No,  my  active  soldier,  hadst  thou  taken  the  run- 
away villain,  my  firat  act  must  have  been  to  set  him 
tree  again ;  and  my  present  charge  to  you  is  to  forget 
that  such  an  adventure  baa  ever  taken  place." 

"  Ha  I"  said  the  Varangian ;  "  thia  is  a  change  of 
policy  indeed  f 

"  Why,  yea,  brave  Hereward ;  ere  I  left  the  palace 
this  night,  the  Patnareh  madeoverturea  of  reconcili- 
ation betwixt  me  and  the  Protospathaire,  which,  aa 
omr  agreement  is  of  much  consequence  to  the  state,  I 
eouUnot  very  well  rejject,  either  aa  a  good  aoldier  or 
a  gpod  Chriatian.  AD  onencea  to  my  bonoor  are  to 
ba  m  the  ftiUcst  degree  repdd,  for  which  the  Patriarch 


interposes  bis  warrant  The  Emperor,  who  «il  ra- 
ther wink  hard  than  see  disagreemeDis,  loves  beuar 
the  matter  should  be  slurred  over  thiw." 

"And  the  reproaches  upon  the  Varangiana,"  auj 
Hereward- 


"  Shall  be  ftilly  retracted  and  atoned  for," 
Achilles :  "  and  a  vreightv  donarims  in  gold  desit 
among  the  corps  of  the  Angio-Daniab  axemen.  Hhm, 
my  Hereward,  mayst  be  disiriboter;  and  tin  a 
well-managed,  mayst  plate  thy  battle-axe  with  goU.'* 

"I  love  my  axe  better  as  it  is,"  aaid  the  Varaogjaa. 
"  My  father  bore  it  against  the  robber  NormaBa  at 
Hastings.    Steel  inst^d  of  gold  for  iny  nMoef." 

"  Thou  mayst  make  thy  choice,  liereward,"  an- 
swered his  officer ;  "  only,  if  thou  art  poor,  aay  tlie  faidt 
war  thine  own." 

But  here,  in  the  courae  of  their  cirtsnit  rocaid  Goa- 
Btantinople,  the  officer  and  his  aoldier  cmme  to  a  voy 
small  wicket  or  sally  port^  opening  on  theinianor  ola 
large  and  massive  advanced  worv,  whicn  tenoBatad 
an  entrance  to  the  city  itself.  H«re  ttie  officer  hailed, 
and  made  his  obedience,  as  a  devotee  who  is 
enter  a  chapel  of  peculiar  sanctity. 


CHAPTER  III. 

Here,  rovth,  thy  foot  aabrmee. 

Here,  roath,  thy  brow 
fiftcb  tribute  that  mu  g 

The  threshold  hei«M 
Walk  with  the  itealthf  paea 

Which  Nature  teaehea  fleer. 
When,  eehoinc  in  the  ehaae. 

The  huntec**  horn  tbej 


Baroax  entering,  Achillea  Tatitia  made  ▼» .^ 

ticulationa,  which  were  imitated  roaghly  and  awk- 
wardly by  the  unpractised  VarangtaDs,  wfaoae  auikti 
with  hia  corpa  had  been  almoat  entirely  in  the  fidH 
his  routine  of  duty  not  having^  till  Yery  lately,  calU 
him  to  serve  as  one  of  the  garrison  of  €5oD0taBtBispk 
He  was  not,  therefore,  acqusinted  with  the  niaaft 
obaervances  which  the  Greeka,  who  wci«  the  mm 
formal  and  oeremonioua  aoldiera  and  ooonkta  ia  ^ 
worid,  rendered  not  merely  to  the  Greek  Empenr  a 
person,  but  throughout  the  sphere  which  pecalnrir 
partook  of  his  influence. 

Achilles,  having  gesticalated  after  his  own  faikiaa 
at  length  touched  the  door  with  a  rap,  diacinct  ataaei 
and  modest.  This  was  thrice  repented,  when  ikf 
csptain  whispered  to  his  attendant.  "The  inteher!- 
for  thy  Ufe,  do  as  thoa  seest  me  do."  At  the 
moment  he  started  back,  and,  stooping:  hL  _ 
breast,  with  his  hands  over  hts  eyea,  as  if  to 
from  being  dazzled  by  an  expected  bnrat  of 
awaited  the  answer  to  his  suromons.  The 
Dane,  desiroua  to  obeyliia  leader,  iniitatins  lam  m 
near  aa  he  could,  stood  side  by  side  in  the  pesnoatf 
Oriental  humiliation.  The  little  portal  openea  iswafda 
when  no  buret  of  light  waa  aeen.  but  foor  of  the  Va- 
rangians were  made  viaible  in  the       , 

each  hia  battle>axe^  as  if  about  to  strike  dowa 
intnidera  who  had  distuihed  the  silence  of  tl 

"  Aooulouthos,"  said  the  leader,  by  way  of  |._ 

"Tathis  and  Acoulouthos^'*  murmured  the 
aa  a  countersign. 

Each  sentinel  sunk  hia  weapon. 

Achillea  then  reared  hia  atately  creat,  wiifa 
acious  dignity  at  making  thia  diaplay  ot  ocp 
enoe  in  the  eyea  of  his  soldierB.    Hereward 
an  undiaturhed  gravity,  to  the  aoipriae  of  hia 
who  marvdled  m  hia  own  mind  how  he 
a  barbarian  as  to  regard  with  afMthy  a 
had  in  his  eyes  the  most  impreaaive  and 
This  indiflferenoe  he  imputed  to  the  ati 
of  his  companion. 

They  passed  on  between  the  sentinda^jwho  whsM 
backward  in  file,  on  each  aide  of  the  portal, 
the  atrangera  entrance  to  a  long 

stretched  serosa  the  dty-moat,  wbiia     

within  the  endoaure  oc  an  external  rampart, 
ing  beyond  the  principal  wall  of  the  city. 

^Tfaia,"  he  whiapered  to Heiewani,  **ia 
Bridge  of  Peril,  and  it  ia  aaid  that  it  hi 

aionaily  ameared  with  oil,  or  atiewed 

peaa,  and  that  the  bodiea  of  men,  known  to  havtka«i 
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in  oompany  with  the  Emperor's  most  sacred  person, 
have  been  taken  out  of  the  Golden  Horn,*  into  which 
the  moat  empties  itself." 

"I  would  not  have  thought,"  said  the  islander, 
raising  his  voice  to  its  usual  rough  .tone,  "  that  Alex- 
ias Comnenus " 

"Hush,  rash  and  regardless  of  your  lifef  said 
Achilles  Tanus;  "to  awaken  the  daughter  of  the 
imperial  arJLS,t  is  to  incur  deep  penalty  at  all  times; 
but  when  a  rash  delinquent  has  disturbed  her  with 
reflections  on  his  most  sacred  Highness  the  Emperor, 
death  is  a  punishment  far  too  light  for  the  effronterv 
which  has  interrupted  her  blessed  slumber  It-III  hath 
been  my  fate,  to  have  positive  commands  laid  on  me, 
enjoining  me  to  bring  into  the  sacred  precincts  a  crea- 
ture who  hath  no  more  of  the  salt  of  civihzation  in 
him  than  to  keep  his  mortal  frame  from  corruption, 
since  of  all  mental  culture  he  is  totally  incapable. 
Consider  thyself,  Hereward.  and  bethink  thee  what 
thou  art.  By  nature  a  poor  barbarian— thy  best  boast 
that  thou  hast  slain  certain  Mussulmans  in  thy  sacred 
master's  quarrel ;  and  here  art  thou  admitted  into  the 
inviolable  enclosure  of  the  Blaquemai.  and  in  the  hear- 
ing not  only  of  the  royal  daughter  of  the  imperial  arch, 
which  means,"  said  theeloouent  leader,  ^'  the  echo  of 
the  sublime  vaults;  but— Heaven  be  our  guide,— for 
what  I  know,  within  the  natural  hearing  of  the  Sacred 
Ear  itself!" 

"Well,  my  captain."  replied  the  Varangian,  "lean- 
not  presume  to  speak  my  mind  after  the  fashion  of 
this  place ;  but  I  can  easily  suppose  I  am  but  ill  qua- 
lified to  converse  in  the  presence  of  the  court,  nor  do  I 
mean  therefore  to  say  a  word  till  I  am  spoken  to, 
unless  when  I  shall  see  no  better  company  than  our- 
selves. To  be  plain,  I  find  difficulty  in  modelling  my 
voice  to  a  smoother  tone  than  nature  has  given  it. 
So,  henceforth,  my  brave  captain,  I  will  be  mute, 
unless  when  you  give  me  a  sign  to  speak." 

"You  will  act  wisely."  saia  the  captain.    "Here  be 

certain  persons  of  high  rank,  nay,  some  that  have 

been  born  in  the  purple  itself,  that  will,  Hereward, 

(alas,  for  thee !)  prepare  to  sound  with  the  line  of  their 

courtly  understanding  the  der>ths  of  thy  barbaious 

and  shallow  conceit.    Do  not,  therefore,  then,  join 

(heir  graceful '  smiles  with  thy  inhuman  bursts  of 

cachination,  with  which  thou  art  wont  to  thunder 

forth  when  opening  in  chorus  with  thy  messmates." 

"1  tell  thee  I  will  be  silent,"  said  the  Varangian, 

moved  somewhat  beyond  bis  mood.    "If  you  trust 

my  word,  so ;  if  you  think  I  am  a  jackdaw  that  must 

be  speaking,  whether  in  or  out  of  place  and  purpose,  I 

am  cop  ten  ted  to  go  back  again,  and  therein  we  can 

end  (he  matter." 

Achillea,  conscious  perhaps  that  it  was  his  best 
policy  not  to  drive  his  subaltern  to  extremity,  lowered 
hi9  tone  somewhat  in  reply  to  the  uncourtly  note  of 
the  soldier,  as  if  allowing  something  for  the  rude 
manners  of  one  whom  he  considered  as  not  easily 
matched  among  the  Varangians  themselves,  for 
streosth  and  valour;  quahties  which,  in  despite  of 
Hereward*8  discourtesy,  Achilles  suspected  in  his 
heart  were  fully  more  valuable  than  all  those  nameless 

Sracea.  which  a  more  courtly  and  accomplished  sol- 
ier  mifiht  possess. 

The  exp^  navigator  of  the  intricacies  of  the  impe- 
rial residence,  earned  tiie  Varangian  through  two  or 
three  amall  comphcated  courts,  forming  a  part  of  the 
extensive  Palace  of  the  BlaquernaLt  and  entered  the 
building  itself  by  a  side- door— watched  in  like  manner 
by  a  sentinel, of  the  Varangian  Guard,  whom  they 
passed  on  being  recognised.  In  the  next  apartment 
was  stationed  tne  Court  of  Guard,  where  were  certain 
soldiers  of  the  same  corps  amusing  themselves  at 
games  somewhat  resembling  the  modem  draughts 
and  dice,  while  they  seasoned  their  pastime  with  fre- 
qoenl  appUcatioos  to  deep  flagons  of  ale,  which  were 
fumishea  to  them  while  passing  away  their  hours  of 
duty.  Some  glances  passed  betweeii  Hereward  and 
his  comrades,  and  he  would  have  joined  them,  or  at 

•  Xhe  IkartKmr  of  Conataotioople. 

t  Th«  daafhter  of  the  arch  waa  a  courtly  expreMton  for  the 
^chn.  m»  we  find  explained  by  the  coarUy  commander  hioaaelf. 
1  'Tttim  pftlace  derived  it«  name  tnm  the  oeighboaring  Bte- 
'  Gate  and  Bndf  o. 


least  spoke  to  them ;  for,  since  the  adventure  of  the 
Mitylenian,  Herewaird  had  rather  thought  himself 
annoyed  than  distinguished  by  his  moonlight  ramble 
in  the  company  of  his  commander,  ezcepuhg  always 
the  short  and  interesting  period  during  which  he  con- 
ceived they  were  on  the  way  to  fight  a  duel.  Still, 
however  neglimnt  in  the  strict  observance  of  the 
ceremonies  of  the  sacred  palace,  the  Varangians  had, 
in  their  own  way,  rigid  notions  of  calculating  their 
military  duty ;  in  consequence  of  which.  Hereward, 
without  speaking  to  his  conlpanions,  followed  his 
leader  through  the  guard-room,  and  one  or  two  ante- 
chambera  adjacent  the  si^lendid  and  luxurious  furni- 
ture of  which  convinced  him  that  he  could  be  nowhere 
else  save  in  the  sacred  residence  of  his  master  the 
Emperor. 

At  length,  having  traversed  passages  and  apart- 
ments with  which  the  captain  seemed  familiar,  and 
which  he  threaded  with  a  stealthy,  silent,  and  appa- 
rently a  reverential  pace,  as  if|  in  his  own  inflated 
phrase,  afraid  to  awaken  the  sounding  echoes  of 
those  lofty  and  monumental  halls,  another  species 
of  inhabitants  b<»an  to  be  visible.  In  different  en- 
trances, and  in  different  apartments,  the  northern  sol- 
dier beheld  those  unfortunate  slaves,  chiefly  of  African 
decent,  raised  occasionally  under  the  Emperore  of 
Greece  to  greet  power  and  nonours,  who,  in  that  re- 
spect, imitated  one  of  the  most  barbarous  points  of 
Oriental  despotbm.  These  slaves  were  differently 
occupied ;  some  standing,  as  if  on  guard,  at  gates  or 
in  passages,  with  their  drawn  sabres  in  their  nands ; 
some  were  sitting  in  the  Oriental  fashion  on  carpets, 
reposing  themselves,  or  playing  at  various  games,  all 
ofa  character  profoundly  silent  Not  a  word  passed 
between  the  guide  of  Hereward,  and  the  withered 
and  deformed  Deings  whom  they  thus  encountered. 
The  exchange  of  a  glance  with  the  principal  soldier 
seemed  all  that  was  necessary  to  ensure  both  an  un^ 
interrupted  passage. 

After  making  their  way  through  several  apart- 
ments, empty  or  thus  occupied,  they  at  length  entered 
one  or  black  m.irble,  or  some  other  dark-coloured 
stone,  much  loftier  and  longer  than  the  rest.  Side 
passages  opened  into  it,  so  far  as  the  islander  could 
discern,  descending  from  several  portals  in  the  wall ; 
but  as  the  oils  ana  gums  with  which  the  lamps  in 
these  passages  were  un  diffused  a  dim  vapour  around, 
it  was  difficult  to  ascertam,  from  the  imperfect  light, 
either  the  shape  of  the  hail,  or  the  style  of  its  archi- 
tecture. At  the  upper  and  lower  ends  of  the  chamber, 
there  was  a  stronger  and  clearer  light  It  was  when 
they  were  in  the  mkldle  of  this  huge  and  long  apart- 
ment, that  Achilles  said  to  the  soldier,  in  the  sort  of 
cautionary  whisper  which  he  appeared  to  have  sub- 
stituted in  place  of  his  natural  voice  since  he  had 
crossed  the  Bridge  of  Peril — 

"Remain  here  till  I  return,  and  stir  from  this  hall 
on  no  account." 

"To  hear  is  to  obey,"  answered  the  Varangian,  an 
expression  of  obedience,  which,  like  many  other 
phrases  and  fashions,  the  empire,  which  still  affected 
the  name  of  Roman,  had  borrowed  from  the  barba- 
rians of  the  East.  Achilles  Tatius  then  hastened  up 
the  steps  which  led  to  one  of  the  side-doora  of  the 
hall,  which  being  slightly  pressed,  its  noiseless  hinge 
gave  wav  and  admitted  him. 

Left  alone  to  amuse  hims^f  as  he  best  could,  within 
the  limits  permitted  to  him,  the  Varangian  y^sited  in 
succession  both  ends  of  the  hall,  where  the  objects 
were  more  visible  than  elsewhere.  The  lower  end 
had  in  its  centre  a  small  low-browed  door  of  iron. 
Over  it  was  displayed  the  Greek  cradfix  in  bronze, 
and  around  and  on  every  side^  the  representation  of 
shackles,  fetter-bolts,  and  the  hke,  were  also  executed 
in  bronze,  and  disposed  as  appropriate  ornaments  over 
the  entrance.  The  door  of  the  dark  archwajr  was 
half  open,  and  Hereward  naturallv  looked  in,  the 
ordera  of  his  chief  not  prohibiting  nis  satisfying  his 
curiosity  thus  far.  A  dense  red  light,  more  like  a  dis- 
tant spark  than  a  lamp,  affixed  to  the  wall  of  what 
seemed  a  very  narrow  and  winding  stair,  resembling 
in  shspe  and  size  a  draw-well,  the  verge  of  whioi 
opened  on  the  threshold  of  the  iron  doorji  showed  a 
descent  which  seemed  to  conduct  to  the  mfemal  re- 
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gioii£.  The  Varangian,  however  obtuse  he  might  be 
considered  by  the  quick-witted  Greeks,  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  comprehending  that  a  staircase  having  such 
a  gloomy  appearance,  and  the  access  to  which  was 
by  a  portal  decorated  in  such  a  melancholy  style  of 
architecture  could  only  lead  to  the  dungeons  of  the 
imperial  palace,  the  size  and  complicated  number  of 
which  were  neither^the  least  remarkable,  nor  the  least 
awe-imposing  portion  of  the  sacred  edifice.  Listen- 
ing profounoly.  be  even  thought  he  caught  such  ac- 
cents as  befit  those  graves  of  living  men,  the  faint 
echoing  of  groans  and  sighs,  sounding  as  it  were  from 
the  deep  abyss  beneath.  But  in  this  respect  his 
fancy  probably  filled  up  the  sketch  which  his  conjec- 
tures bodied  out 

"  I  have  done  nothing,'*  he  thought, "  to  merit  being 
immured  in  one  of  these  subterranean  dens.  Surely, 
though  my  captain,  Achilles  Tatius,  is,  under  favour, 
little  better  than  an  ass,  he  cannot  be  so  false  of  word 
as  to  train  nie  to  prison  under  false  pretexts!  I  trow 
he  shall  first  see  tor  the  last  time  how  the  English 
aze  plays,  if  such  is  to  be  the  sport  of  the  evening. 
But  let  us  see  the  upper  end  of  this  enormous  vault ; 
it  may  bear  a  better  omen." 

Thus  thinking,  and  not  quite  ruling  the  tramp  of 
his  armed  footstep  according  to  the  ceremonies  of  the 
place,  the  large-limbed  Saxon  strode  to  the  upper  end 
of  the  black  marble  hall..  The  ornament  of  the  portal 
hero  was  a  small  altar,  like  those  in  the  temples  of 
the  heathen  deitie&  which  projected  above  the  centre 
of  the  arch.  On  this  altar  smoked  incense  of  some 
sort,  the  fumes  of  which  rose  curling  in  a  thin  cloud 
r  to  the  roof,  and  thence  extending  through  the  hall, 
enveloped  in  its  column  of  smoke  a  singular  emblem, 
of  which  the  Varan^n  could  make  nothing  It 
was  the  representation  of  two  human  arms  and 
hands,  seeming  to  issue  from  the  wall,  having  the 

Kims  extended  and  open,  as  about  to  confer  some 
on  on  those  who  approached  the  altar.  These 
arms  were  formed  of  bronze,  and  being  placed  farther 
back  than  the  altar  with  its  incense,  were  seen 
through  the  curling  smoke  by  lamps  so  disposed  as 
to  illuminate  the  whole  archway.  The  meaning  of 
this,"  thought  the  simple  barbarian,  "  1  should  well 
know  how  to  explain,  were  these  fists  clenched,  and 
were  the  hall  dedicated  to  the  paneraiionj  which  we 
call  boxing ;  but  as  even  these  helpless  Greeks  use 
not  their  hands  without  their  fingers  being  closed,  by 
St.  Greorge,  I  can  make  out  nothing  of  their  mean- 
ing." 

At  this  instant  Achilles  entered  the  black  marble 
hall  at  the  same  door  by  which  he  had  left  it,  and 
and  came  up  to  his  neophyte,  as  the  Varangian  might 
be  termed. 

"  Come  with  me  now,  Hercward,  for  here  ap- 
proaches the  thick  of  the  onset.  Now  display  the 
utmost  courage  that  thou  canst  summon  up,  for  be- 
lieve me,  thy  credit  and  name  also  depend  on  it." 

"Fear  nothing  for  either,"  said  Hereward,  "if  the 
heart  or  hand  of  one  man  can  bear  him  through  the 
adventure  by  the  help  of  a  toy  like  this." 

"Keep  thy  voice  low  and  submissive^  I  have  told 
thae  a  score  of  times."  said  the  leader,  "and  lower 
thine  axe;  which,  as  I  bethink  me,  thou  hadst  better 
leave  in  the  outer  apartment." 

"Wiih  your  leave,  noble  captain,"  replied  Here- 
wafd,  "I  am  unwilling  to  lay  aside  my  breadwinner. 
I  am  one  of  those  awkward  clowns  who  cannot 
behave  seemly  unless  I  have  something  to  occupy  my 
hands,  and  my  faithful  battle-axe  comes  most  natural 
to  me.^' 

"Keep  it  then;  but  remember  thou  dash  it  not 
about  according  to  thy  custom,  nor  bellow  nor  shout, 
nor  cry  as  io  a  battle-field ;  think  of  the  sacred  cha- 
racter of  the  place,  which  exaggerates  riot  into  blas- 
phemy, and  remember  the  persons  whom  thou  mayst 
chance  to  see,  an  offence  to  some  of  whom,  it  may 
be,  ranks  in  the  same  sense  with  blasphemy  against 
Heaven  itself." 

This  lecture  carried  the  tutor  and  the  pupil  so  far 
as  to  the  side-door,  and  thence  inducted  them  into  a 
apecies  of  anteroom,  from  which  Achilles  led  his 
Varangian  forward,  until  a  pair  of  foldins-doora, 
opening  into  what  proved  to  oe  a  principal  apart- 


ment of  the  palace,  exhibited  to  the 
native  of  the  north  a  sight  equally  new 
ing. 

It  WHS  an  apartment  of  the  palace  of  the  Blaqoer- 
nal  dedicated  to  the  special  service  of  tbe  iKioved 
daughter  of  the  Emperor  Alexius  the  Princeaa  Ansa 
Comnena,  known  to  our  times  by  her  llteniy  talcDti^ 
which  record  the  history  of  her  father's  reigo.  She 
was  seated,  the  9ueen  and  sovereign  of  m  Iiter»ry  cv- 
cle,  such  as  sn  imperial  Prinoeasi,  ponbynMBenita,  or 
born  in  the  sacred  purple  chamber  itaeu^  ooula  asaea- 
ble  in  thoae  days,  and  a  glance  aiouuMd  will  enable  m 
to  form  an  idea  of  her  guests,  or  oomi>am<Kia. 

The  literary  Princeaa  heraeu  had  the  bright  efm 
straight  features,  and  comely  and  pleasing  mmanaik 
whidh  all  would  have  allowed  to  the  Empcnr'i 
daughter,  even  if  abe  oould  not  have  been,  with  slpui 
truth,  nid  to  have  possessed  them.  She  was  pbcsi 
upon  a  small  bench,  or  aola,  the  fair  sex  here  not  bs- 
ing  permitted  to  recUncL  as  was  the  fashion  of  ihi 
Roman  ladiea.  A  table  before  her  was  loaded  waft 
books,  plants,  herba,  and  drawings.  She  sat  on  a 
slight  elevation,  and  those  who  enjoyed  the  intisasey 
of  the  Princess,  or  to  whom  she  wished  to  speak  ia 
particular,  were  allowed,  during  such  subUme  ooII»> 
quy,  to  rest  their  knees  on  the  little  dais*  or  eUraaed 

Klaoe  where  her  chair  found  its  station,  in  m  postm 
alf  standing,  half  kneeUng.  Three  otoer  atrnta^  of 
different  heights,  were  placed  on  the  dais,  and  mum 
the  same  canopy  of  state  which  oTexahadowed  &at 
of  the  Princess  Anna. 

The  first,  which  strictly  resembled  her  own  chair 
in  size  ana  convenience,  was  one  designed  for  her 
husband,  Nic^horus  Briennius.  He  was  said  is 
entertain  or  affect  the  greatest  respect  for  bis  wils^s 
erudition,  though  the  courtiers  were  of  (qpinion  b 
would  have  liked  to  absent  himself  from  hca-  efenim 
parties  more  frequently  than  was  particuiaily  agret- 
able  to  the  Princess  Anna  and  her  imperial  psreots. 
This  was  partly  explained  bv  the  private  tattle  of  the 
court,  which  averred  that  the  Pnnoess  Anna  Coa- 
nena  had  been  more  beautiful  when  she  was  less 
learned ;  and  that,  though  still  a  fine  woman,  shi 
had  somewhat  lost  the  charms  of  her  person  as  sfat 
became  enriched  in  her  mind. 

To  atone  for  the  lowly  fashion  of  the  seat  of  Niee> 
phorus  Briennius,  it  was  placed  as  near  to  his  pm- 
cess  as  it  could  possibly  be  edged  by  the  ushers,  s» 
that  she  might  not  lose  one  look  or  ber  haislsissi 
spouse,  nor  he.  the  least  particle  of  wisdom  whkh 
might  drop  firom  the  lips  of  his  erudite  consort. 

Two  other  seats  of  honour,  or  rather  thrones,— iv 
they  had  footstools  placed  for  the  support  o£  the  feet 
rests  fur  the  arms,  and  embroidered  pillows  for  tht 
comfort  of  the  back«  not  to  mention  the  gloriea  of  ihs 
outspreading  canopy, —were  desrined  lor  the  imuuial 
couple,  who  frequently  attended  their  dangler's 
studies,  which  she  prosecuted  in  iwblic  in  the  way 
we  have  intimated.  On  such  occasions,  tlie  Empraai 
Irene  enjoved  the  triumph  peculisr  to  the  mother  of 
an  accomplished  daughter,  while  Aleziust  as  it  mn^ 
happen,  sometimes  hstened  with  oomplaoenoe  lone 
rehearsal  of  his  own  exploits  in  the  innated  laaassp 
of  the  Princess,  and  sometimes  mildly  noddsoom 
her  dialogues  upon  the  mysteries  of  philosophy,  wiA 
the  Patriarch  Zosimus,  and  other  saffsa. 

All  these  four  distinguished  seats  uir  the  ^ 

the  Imperial  family,  were  occupied  at  the"^ 

which  we  have  described,  ezcepunff  that  which     ^ 
to  have  been  filled  by  Nioepborus  Biiennhia,  the  hss- 
band  of  the  fair  Anna  Comnena.    To  ' ' 
and  absence  was  perhaps  owing  the 
the  brow  of  his  fair  bride.  Beside  her  oa 

were  two  white-robed  nymphs  of  her  

female  slaves,  in  a  word,  who  reposed  tfaemsalvesoa 
their  knees  on  cushions^  when  their  Bssiaisme 
not  wanted  as  a  species  of  living  book-dedka  m 
port  and  extend  the  parchment  rolls,  inwh^ 

Princess  recorded  her  own  wisdom,  or  frotn 

she  quoted  that  of  others.  One  of  these  yom^  m^ 
ens,  called  Astarte.  was  so  distinguished  aa  a  eaS* 
grapher,  or  beautiful  writer  of  vanoos  alphabeta  ari 
languagea,  that  abe  narrowly  escuM  bsinc  saaiast 
present  to  the  Caliph,  (who  ooold  neither  md  ■■ 
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writei)  at  a  lime  wben  it  wau  necessary  to  bribe  bim 
LDio  peace.  Violante,  usually  called  tlic  Muae,  tbe 
other  attendant  of  the  Prineesjs  a  mistress  of  the  vocal 
and  inatruinental  art  uf  music,  was  actually  sent  in  a 
compliment  to  soothe  the  temper  of  Robert  Guiscard, 
the  Archduke  of  ApuUa,  who  being  aged  and  stone- 
d(;af,  and  the  girl  under  ten  years  old  at  the  time,  re- 
turned the  valued  present  to  the  imperial  donor,  and, 
with  the  selfishness  which  was  one  of  that  wily  Nor- 
man's characteristics,  desired  to  have  some  one  sent 
him  who  could  contribute  to  his  pleasure,  instead  of  a 
twanglins  souallinK  infant. 

Beneath  these  elevated  seats  there  sat,  or  reposed 
on  the  floor  of  the  hall,  such  favourites  ns  were  ad- 
mitted. The  patriarch  Zosiinus,  and  one  or  two  old 
men,  were  pcrmittc-d  the  use  of  certain  lowly  stools. 
which  were  the  only  seats  prepared  for  the  learmxl 
members  of  the  princess's  eveninz  parties,  as  they 
would  have  been  called  in  our  days.  As  for  the 
younger, magnates,  the  honour  of  being  permitted  to 
join  too  imperial  conversation  was  ex{H'Cted  to  render 
them  far  superior  to  the  paltry  accommodation  of  a 
joint  stool.  Five  or  six  courtiers,  of  different  dress 
and  B^es,  might  comiK)so  the  party,  who  either  stood, 
or  relieved  their  posture  by  kneeling,  along  the  verge 
of  an  adorned  fountain,  which  shed  a  mist  of  such 
vtry  small  rain  as  to  dit^pel  almost  insensibly,  cooling 
the  fragrant  brci*zc  which  breathed  from  the  flowers 
and  shrubs,  that  were  so  disposed  as  to  send  a  waste 
of  sweets  around.  One  go^jdly  old  man,  named  Mi- 
chael Agclastcs,  bifr,  burly,  and  dressed  like  an  an- 
cient Cynir  philosf>pner,  was  distinguished  by  assum- 
ini^  in  a  great  measure,  the  ras$:ed  garb  and  mad 
beuing  olthat  sect,  and  by  his  inflexible  jiractice  of 
the  strictest  ceremonies  exigible  by  the  Imperial 
bniily.  He  was  known  by  an  affectation  of  cynical 
principle  and  language,  and  of  republican  philosophy 
strangely  contradicted  by  his  jiractical  deference  to 
the  great.  It  was  wonderful  how  long  this  man. 
now  sixty  years  old  aud  unward.«,  disdained  to  avail 
hioiself  of^ihe  accustomed  privilege  of  leaning,  or 
Mpporling  bis  limbs,  and  with  wliat  regularity  he 
maintained  either  the  standing  posture  or  that  of  ab- 
mIuIo  kneeling ;  but  the  first  was  so  much  his  usual 
attitude,  that  lie  acquired  among  his  court  friends  the 
Dime  of  Elephas,  or  the  Elephant,  because  the  an- 
cients had  an  idea  that  the  half-reasoning  animal,  as 
it  is  called,  has  joints  incapable  of  kneeling  down. 

"Yet  I  nave  seen  them  kneel  when  I  was  in  the 
country  of  the  Oymnosophists,''  said  a  person  pre- 
sent on  the  evening  of  Hercward's  introduction. 

"To  take  up  their  master  on  their  shoulders?  so 
will  ours,"  said  the  Patriarch  Zosimus,  with  the 
dight  sneer  which  was  the  nearest  advance  to  a  sar- 
eism  that  the  etiquette  of  I  he  Grr  ek  court  permitted ; 
kit  on  all  ordinary  occasion.<<,  it  would  not  have 
oOended  the  Presence  more  surely,  literally  to  have 
dnwn  a  poniard,  than  to  c.^chauue  a  repartee  in  the 
ia^wrial  circle.  Even  the  sareasm.  t^ucn  as  it  was, 
would  have  been  thought  censurable  by  that  ccn-mo- 
nioas  court  in  any  but  the  Patriareh,  to  Mh()se  high 
nnk  some  license  was  allowed. 

Just  as  he  had  thus  far  offended  decorum,  Achilles 
Tktius,  and  his  soldier  Hereward,  entered  theapart- 
BMDL  The  former  bore  him  with  even  more  than 
bii  usual  degree  of  courtliness,  as  if  to  set  his  own 
aod-breeding  off  by  a  coninarison  with  the  inexpert 
wing  of  his  follower;  while,  nevertheless,  he  had 
iKcret  pride  in  exhibiting,  as  one  under  his  own  im- 
mediate and  distinct  command,  a  man  whom  he  was 
•ecostomed  to  consider  as  one  of  the  finest  soldiers  ^ 
b  the  army  of  Alexius,  whether  api)earance or  reality 
were  to  be  considered. 

Some  astonishment  followed  the  abrupt  entrance 
of  the  new  comers.  Achilles  indeed  glided  into  the 
presence  with  the  easy  and  quiet  extremity  of  respect 
vhidi  intimated  his  habitude  in  these  regions.  But 
&Kwmni  started  on  his  entrance,  and  |H>rceiving 
nnseir  la  company  of  the  court,  hastily  strove  to 
notedy  his  disorder.  His  commander,  throwing 
nnod  a  scmrco  visible  shrug  of  apology,  made  then  a 
conSdential  and  monitory  sign  to  Hereward  to  mind 
ail  oonducL  What  be  meant  was,  that  he  should 
doff  his  helmet  and  fall  prostrate  on  the  ground.    But 
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the  Anglo-Saxon,  unaccustomeiJ  to  interpret  obaCilM 
inferences,  naturally  thought  of  his  military  duties, 
and  advanced  in  front  of  the  Emperor,  as  when  he 
rendered  his  military  homage.  He  made  reverence 
with  his  knee,  half  touched  nis  cap,  and  then  rccoT- 
ering  and  shoiddering  his  axe,  stood  in  advance  of  the 
imiierial  chair,  as  if  on  duty  as  a  sentinel. 

A  gentle  smile  of  siirjirise  went  round  the  circle  as 
they  gazed  on  the  manly  apiH-arance,  and  somewhat 
unceremonious  but  martial  deportment  of  the  north- 
ern soldier.  The  various  spectators  around  consuhed 
the  Emivror's  face,  not  knowing  whether  they  were 
to  take  the  intrusive  manner  of  the  Varangian's  en- 
trance as  matter  of  ill-breeding,  and  manifest  their 
lii)rror,  or  whether  tht-y  ought  rather  to  consider  the 
bearing  of  the  Ufe-guardtrinan  as  indicating  blunt  and 
manly  zeal,  and  ilu-refore  to  be  received  with  opplause. 

It  was  ftinie  little  time  ere  the  Emperor  recovered 
himself  snf!i(Mently  to  strike  a  key-note,  as  was  usual 
upon  such  occasions.  Alexius  C'oinneniis  had  been 
wrapt  for  a  moment  into  soiiiff  species  of  slumber,  or 
at  least  absence  of  mind.  Out  of  this  he  had  been 
startled  by  the  sudden  apix'aranee  of  the  Varangian; 
for  though  he  was  accustomed  to  coiniiiii  the  outer 
guards  of  the  palace  to  this  trusty  cori)s,  yet  the 
deformed  blacks  whom  we  have  mentioned,  and  who 
sometimes  rose  to  be  ministers  of  state  and  com- 
manders of  armies,  were,  on  all  onlinarY  occasions, 
intrusted  with  the  guard  of  ihe  inferior  of  the  palace. 
Alexius,  thcri'fore,  awakened  from  his  s{uml)er,  and 
the  military  phra.SL'of  his  daughter  still  riiiging  mhis 
ears  as  she  was  reading  a  description  •f^  ihe  great 
historical  work,  in  which  she  had  detail*,  d  the  conflicts 
of  his  rei:?n,  felt  s<miewhat  unpreparwl  for  the  entrance 
and  military  deportment  of  one  of  the  Saxon  guard, 
with  whom  he  was  accustomni  to  associate,  in  gene- 
ral, scenes  of  blows,  danger,  and  death. 

After  a  troubled  glance  around,  his  look  rested  on 
Achilles  Tatius.  '[  Why  here,"  he  said,  "  trusty  Fol- 
lower 7  why  this  soldier  here  at  this  time  of  night  7" 
Here,  of  course,  was  the  moment  for  modelling  the 
visages.  i-t-^U- ad  evt.inplum  ;  but,  em  the  Patriarch 
could  frame  his  countenance  into  devout  apprehension 
of  danger,  Achilles  Tatiua  had  spoken  a  word  or  two. 
which  reminded  Alexius'  memory  that  the  soldier  had 
been  brought  there  by  his  own  a|>ecial  orders.  "  Oh, 
ay !  tnic.  good  fellow, '  said  he,  smoothing  his  troubled 
bn)w ;  we  had  forgot  that  passage  among  the  cares 
of  state."  He  theii  siMikc  to  the  Varangian  with  a 
cx)untenance  more  frank,  and  a  heartier  accent,  than 
he  used  to  his  courtiers;  for,  to  a  desi>oiic  monarch, 
a  faithful  life-guardsman  is  a  person  of  confidence, 
while  an  officer  of  high  rank  is  always  in  some  degree 
a  subject  of  distnist.  '*  Ha !"  said  he,  "  our  worthy  An- 
glo-Dane, how  fan's  he  ?"  This  unceremonious  salu- 
tation surprised  all  but  him  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 
Herewaru  answered,  aeeompanving  his  words  with  a 
military  obeisance  which  partook  of  heartiness  rather 
than  reverence,  with  a  loud  unsubdued  voice,  which 
startled  the  presence  still  more  that  the  language  was 
Saxon,  whu^h  these  fon-igners  occasionally  used, 
"  Mois/itut,  Kninar  viirrii;  und  machtigh  r — that 
is,  Be  of  good  health,  stout  and  mighty  Emperor. 
The  EmiJf  n»r,  with  a  smile  of  intelligence,  to  show 
he  coula  speak  to  his  guards  in  their  own  foreign 
language,  nplietl  by  llic  wdl-known  (»ujiler-signal— • 
"  Drink  had  ."' 

Immediately  a  page  brought  a  silver  goblet  of  wine. 
The  Emperor  put  his  lips  to  it.  tlioiigh  he  scarce 
tasted  the  liquor,  then  commanded  ir.  to  be  handed  to 
Hereward,  and  bade  the  soldier  drink.  The  Saxon 
did  not  wait  till  he  was  desired  a  second  time,  but 
took  oil'  the  contents  without  hesitation.  A  gentle 
smile,  decomus  as  the  presence  reqiiire<l.  passeti  over 
the  assembly,  at  a  feat  which,  though  by  no  rncans 
wonderful  in  a  hyperboreon,  seemed  prodigious  in  the 
estimation  of  the  moderate  Greeks.  Alexius  himself 
laughed  more  loudly  than  his  courtiers  thought  might 
i>e  becoming  on  their  part,  and  mustering  what  few 
words  of  Varangian  he  possessed,  which  he  eked  out 
with  Greek,  demanded  of  his  life-guardsman—  Well, 
my  bold  Briton,  or  Edward,  as  men  call  thoc,  dost  tliou 
know  the  flavour  of  that  wine?" 

"  Yes,"  answered  the  Varangian,  without  change 
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of  coontoianGei.  '*  I  tasted  it  onoe  belore  at  Laodi- 


Here  hia  officer,  Achillea  TaCiua,  became^  aenable  , 
that  his  aoklier  approached  delicate  grovuid,  and  in  I 
vain  endeaToored  to  gain  his  attention,  in  order  that  | 
he  might  furtively  convey  to  him  a  bint  to  he  sUent,  , 
or  at  least  to  take  heed  what  he  aaid  in  «ich  a  pr»- . 
ence.    Bat  the  soldier,  who,  vrith  proper  mihiaiy  ob-  j 
servance,  continued  to  have  hb  eye  and  attention  fixed 
on  the  Emperor,  as  the  prince  whom  he  was  mmnd  , 
Jo  answer  or  to  serve,  saw  none  of  the  hints,  which  , 
Achilles  at  length  soflered  to  become  so  broad,  that  i 
ZosimoB  and  the  Protospathaire  exchanged  exprra- 
sive  glances,  as  calling  on  each  other  to  notice  the 
by-play  of  the  leader  ortheVaranmana. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  dialogue  between  the  Em- 
peror and  bis  soldier  continued :—"  How,"  s^d 
Alexius,  **  did  this  draught  relish,  compared  with  the 

"  There  is  fairer  conipany  here,  mv  liege,  than  that 
of  the  Arabian  archers,"  answered  Hereward,  with  a 
look  and  bow  of  instinctive  good-breeding ;  ^  evw- 
theless,  theie  lacks  the  flavour  which  the  heat  of  the 
sun,  the  dust  of  the  combat,  with  the  faugue  of  wield- 
ing such  a  weapon  as  this**  (advancing  his  axe)^^  for 
oSit  hours  together,  give  to  a  cup  of  rare  wine. 
^Another  deficiency  there  might  be,"  said  Ajge- 
lasies  the  Elephant.  "  provided  1  am  pardoned  hint- 
ing at  it,"  be  added,  with  a  look  to  the  throng— .  it 
m^t  be  the  smaller  sze  of  the  cup  compared  with 
that  at  Laodicea."  „  _.    .     ,.^_ 

"By  Taranis,  you  say  true,"  answered  the  me- 
guardsman;  **  at  Laodicea  I  used  my  helmet. 

"  Let  us  see  the  cups  coropaied  together,  good 
friend,"  said  Agelsstes,  continuing  his  raillery,  that 
we  may  be  sure  thou  hast  not  swallowed  the  pre- 
sent goblet  ;  for  I  thought,  from  the  manner  of  the 
draught,  there  was  a  chance  of  its  gomg  down  with 

its  contents."  , .  ...,•,  .,         i 

"  There  are  some  thmgs  which  I  do  not  easily  swal- 
low," answered  the  Varangian,  in  a  calm  and  inditter- 
ent  tone  ^  "  but  they  must  come  from  a  younger  and 
more  active  man  than  you."  ,      .  -r. 

The  company  again  smiled  to  each  other,  asu  to 
hint  that  the  phitoaopher,  though  also  parcel  wit  by 
profession,  had  the  worst  of  the  encounter. 

The  Emperor  at  the  same  time  mterfered-7  nor 
did  I  send  for  thee  hither,  good  UbUow,  to  be  baited  by 
idle  taunts."  ,       .    , 

Here  Agelsstes  shrunk  back  m  the  circle,  as  s 
hound  that  has  been  rebuked  by  the  huntsman  for 
babbling— and  the  Princess  Anna  Ck>mneoa,  who  bad 
indicated  by  her  fair  featurea  a  certain  degree  of  im- 
patience, at  length  spoke—"  Will  it  theii  please  you, 
my  imperial  and  much-beloved  father,  to  inform  those 
blessed  with  admission  to  the  Muses*  temple,  for 
what  it  is  that  you  have  ordered  this  soldier  to  be 
this  ni^t  admitted  to  a  place  so  £u  above  his  rank  in 
life7^Permit  me  to  say,  we  ought  not  to  wast&  m 
frivolous  and  silly  jesti^  the  time  which  is  sacred  to 
the  welfare  of  the  empire,  as  every  moment  of  your 

teisiffe  must  be." .     „ 

"Our  dsus^ter  speaks  wisely,"  said  the  Empress 
Irene,  who,  like  most  mothers  who  do  not  possess 
much  talent  themselves,  and  are  not  very  capable  of 
estimating  it  in  othen,  wss,  nevertheless,  a  great 
admirer  of  her  favourite  daughter's  accomplishments, 
and  ready  to  draw  them  out  on  all  occasions.  "  Per- 
mit me  to  reroai^  that  in  this  divine  and  selected 
palace  of  the  Muses,  dedicated  to  the  studies  of  our 
well-beloved  snd  highly-gifted  daughter,  whose  pen 
will  preserve  your  reputation,  our  most  imperial  hus- 
band, till  the  desolation  of  the  universe,  snd  which 
enlivens  and  delights  this  society,  the  very  flower  of 
the  wits  of  our  subliroe  court ;— "  permit  me  to  ssy, 
that  we  have,  merely  by  admitting  a  single  life-guards- 
man, given  our  conversation  the  character  of  that 
which  distinguishes  a  barrack." 

Now  the  Emperor  Alexius  Comnenus  had  the  same 
fading  with  many  an  honest  man  in  ordinary  life 
when  his  wife  bcnns  s  long  oration,  especially  as  the 
Empress  Irene  did  not  alwavs  retain  the  observance 
consistent  with  his  awful  rule  and  rij;ht  supremacy, 
although  especially  severe  in  exacting  it  from  all 


othsniinicfiefeneetobcrkMd.  Tbc«fae,ihsai^hs 
had  Mt  some  plessme  m  8«mng  ajtot  iqeMe^m 
the  monotonous  recitation  of  the  Fnnoesrs  wswiy, 
he  now  saw  the  Meeeasiif  of  iwwmingit^  orathwa- 
ing  to  the  matrimonial'eloqoaioe  01  the  M|ac& 
He  sighed,  therelbre,  as  he  said,  I  craw  rnvas- 
don,  good  our  Imperial  spouse,  and  oar  dsagmv 
bom  m  the  jNuple  chamber.    I 


most  amiabkaod  accomplished  daughter,  ibt  lat 
night  you  wished  to  know  the  P^rticaUrs  ofAe 
bsttle  of  Laodicea.  with  the  heathcmsfa  Aiaga,wtwi 
Heaven  oonfbomL  And  for^  certam  coaqoganaBi 
which  moved  ourselves  to  add  other  mqianes  toosr 
own  recollection,  Achilles  Tstiusi  oar  most  Oiig 
Follower,  was  commisaioned  to  mtrodnce  mto  Jm 
place  one  of  those  sokiiers  under  hJBaamaaa^  nam 
such  a  one  whose  courage  and  pnmtoee  ct  muA 
could  best  enable  him  to  remark  what  passed  aiwad 
him  on  that  remarkabfe  and  bloody  day-  And  U»  1 
suppose  to  be  the  man  brought  10  US  for  that  pwpose. 

^*If  I  am  permitted  to  meak,  and  hvc,"  aiwrad 
the  Folk>wer,  "your  Imperial  Highness,  with  tbose 
divine  Princesses,  whose  name  is  to  as  as  those  m 
blessed  saints,  have  in  your  presence  the  flows  el  isy 
Anglo-Danes,  or  whataoever  unbaptxzcd  name  is  p»« 
to  my  soldiers.  He  is,  aa  I  may  aay,  a  beihaniBj 
barbarians:  for  although  in  bnth  and  hreediqg aag 
to  soil  with  his  feet  the  carpet  of  this  pmaict  m 
accompludiment  and  eloquence,  he  is  so  btat^  jg 
trusty— so  devotedly  attached— «nd  so  nnhestsoapr 

zealous,  thai" .  ^        -1 

*'  Enot^b,  good  Folkiwer  "  said  the  EmpHv ;  m 
us  only  know  that  he  is  cool  and  observant,  not  eos- 
fused  and  fluttered  during  dose  battle,  aa  we  haw 
sometimes  observed  in  you  and  other  great  eoB* 
manders— and,  to  speak  truth,  have  even  ^t  mflv 
imperial  self  on  extraordinary  oocaaions.  WbioKBt- 
ference  in  man's  constitution  is  not  owing  to  wi 
injferioriiy  of  courage,  but,  in  na,  to  a  cenaai  cos- 
scioosness  of  the  iniportance  of  our  own  safety  tow 
welfare  of  the  whole,  and  to  a  Ceding  of  the  Bnana 
of  duties  which  at  once  devolve  <m  ns.  Speak  tJicB, 
and  speak  quickly,  Tatius:  for  I  discern  that  «■ 
dearest  consort,  and  our  thrice  fortunate  daaghia 
bom  in  the  imperial  chamber  of  porple,  seem  to  sax 
Bomewbat  impatient." 

"Herew&rd,"  answered  Tatina,  "isaa  _ 
and  observant  in  battle,  as  another  in  a  festive 
The  dust  of  war  is  the  bresth  of  his  noMtnls ;  aodhi 
vnll  \.iore  his  worth  in  combat  aninst  any  faar 
others,  (Varangiana  excepted,)  who  nail  term  ibo- 
selves  your  Imperial  Highneara  bravest  servants. 

"FoUower,"  said  the  Emperor  with  a  dtspbaaed 
look  and  tone,  "  instead  of  inatructing  these  post. 
ignorant  barbarians  in  the  rules  and  civtDmioB  eta 
enli^tened  empire,  you  foster,  by  soch  bosstm 
words,  the  idle  pride  snd  fury  of  their  temper,  vva 
hurries  them  into  brawls  with  the  legions  of  otag 
foreign  countries,  and  even  breeds  quatrds  asMat 
themselves." 

"  If  my  mouth  mav  be  opened  in  the  war  of  Boa 
humble  excoae,"  said  the  Follower,  **  I  wonu  i^usiiw 
to  reply,  that  I  but  an  hour  hence  talked  with  i» 
poor  Ignorant  Anglo-Dane,  on  thepaternal  care  aw 
which  the  Imperial  Majesty  of  Greece  reganb  ai 

K reservation  ot  that  concord  which  unites  the  wk- 
)wers  of  his  standard,  and  how  deairoos  he  is  to  ||^ 
mote  that  harmony,  more  emdally  amongft  tie 
various  nations  who  have  the  happiness  to  serve  5^ 
in  spite  of  the  bloodthirsty  quarrela  of  the  Pn^ 
and  other  northern  men,  who  are  never  five  fiwaanl 
broil.  I  think  the  poor  vbuth's  undersiandisg  as 
bear  witneas  to  thia  much  in  my  behalf."  He  tv 
looked  towards  Hereward,  who  gravely  iodiaed  ks 
head  in  token  of  aasent  to  what  hia  captain  ssilBs 
excuse  thus  ratified.  Achillea  proceeded  in  hisapowir 
more  firmly.  "What  I  have  aaid  even  "o^ ••• 
qpoken  without  conatderetion ;  for,  inslesd  of  ^ 
tending  that  this  Hereward  would  ftce  fcor  of }«' 
Impenal Highness's  servsnts,  I  ought  to  hi>^e*JJ 
that  he  was  willing  to  def^  six  of  your  Inp^ 
Majesty's  most  deadly  enemies,  and  pennil  dmsiis 
choose  every  drcomatance  of  time,  arms,  sod  pas 
of  combat.*'^ 
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"  "That  hath  a  better  sound,"  said  the  Emperor; 

^        .i^in  truth,  for  the  information  of  my  dearest 

dajognter.  who  piously  has  undertaken  to  record  the 

thuim  which  I  hare  been  the  blessed  means  of  doing 

for  the  empire,  I  earnestly  wish  that  she  should 

'        remember,  that  though  the  sword  of  Alexius  hath  not 

slept  in  its  sheath,  yet  he  hath  never  sought  his  own 

■       affirandizement  of  fame  at  the  price  of  bloodshed 

r       among  his  subjects." 

'  "I  trust,"  said  Anna  Comnena.  "  that  in  my  hum- 

ble sketch  of  the  life  of  the  princely  sire  from  whom  I 
c  denve  my  existence,  I  have  not  forgot  to  notice  his 
!  loTe  of  peace,  and  care  for  the  lives  of  his  soldiery,  and 
i  abhorrence  of  the  bloody  mannera  of  the  heretic 
Franks,  as  one  of  his  most  distinguishing  character- 
s       istics." 

Assuming  then  an  attitude  more  commanding,  as 
•  ouc  who  was  about  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  com- 
pany, the  Princess  inclined  her  head  gently  around  to 
the  audience,  and  taking  a  roll  of  parenment  from  the 
fair  amanuensis,  which  she  had,  m  a  most  beiutiful 
I  handwriting,  engrossed  to  her  mistreu's  dictation, 
Anna  Conmena  prepared  to  read  its  contents. 

At  this  moment,  the  eyes  of  the  Princess  rested  for 
an  ifliitant  on  the  oarfoarian  Hereward,  to  whom  she 
deigned  this  greeting—"  Valiant  barbarian,  of  whom 
my  fancy  recalls  some  memory,  as  if  in  a  dream,  thou 
art  now  to  hear  a  worlc,  whicn,  if  the  author  be  put 
into  oompanson  with  the  subject,  might  be  likenea  to 
a  portrait  of  Alexander,  in  executing  which,  some 
inrerior  dauber  has  usurped  the  pencil  of  Apelles;  but 
which  essay,  however  it  may  appear  unworthy  of  the 
subject  in  the  eyes  of  many,  must  yet  command  some 
envy  jn  those  who  candidly  consider  its  contents,  and 
the  difficulty  of  portraying  the  great  personage  con- 
cerning whom  it  is  written.    Still,  1  pray  thee,  give 
thine  attention  to  what  I  have  now  to  read,  since  this 
account  of  the  battle  of  Laodicea,  the  details  thereof 
being  principally  derived  from  his  Imperial  Highness, 
my  excellent  father,  from  the  altogether  valiant  Pro- 
tok>athaire,   his   invincible   general,   together  with 
Achilles  Tatius,  the  faithful  Follower  of  our  victorious 
Emperor,  may  nevertheless  be  in  some  circumstances 
inaccurate.    For  it  is  to  be  thought,  that  the  high 
offices  of  those  great  commanders  retain  them  at  a 
distance  from  some  particularly  active  parts  of  the 
fray,  in  order  that  they  might  have  more  cool  and 
accurate  opportunity  to  form  a  judgment  upon  the 
whola  and  transmit  their  orders,  without  being  dis- 
turbed by  any  thoughts  of  personal  safety.    Even  so, 
brave  barbarian,  in  the  art  of  embroidery^  (marvel  not 
that  we  are  a  proficient  in  that  mechanical  process, 
since  it  is  patronised  by  Minerva,  whose  studies  we 
afiect  to  follow,)  we  reserve  to  ourselves  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  entire  web,  and  commit  to  our  miudens 
and  othera  the  execution  of  particular  parts.    Thus, 
in  the  same  manner,  thou.  vaUant  Varangian,  being 
engaged  in  the  very  thickest  of  the  afiray  before 
Laodicea,  mayst  point  out  to  us,  the  unworthy  histo- 
rian of  80  renowned  a  war,  those  chances  which 
befell  where  men  fought  hand  to  hand,  and  where  the 
fate  of  war  was  decided  by  the  edge  of  the  sword. 
Therefore,  dread  not,  thou  bravest  of  the  axe-men  to 
^rhom  we  owe  that  victory^,  and  so  many  others,  to 
correct  any  mistake  or  misapprehension  which  we 
naax  have  c>een  led  into  concerning  the  details  of  that 
glorious  event." 

"  Madam,"  said  the  Varangian,  "I  shall  attend  with 
diligence  to  what  your  Highness  may  be  pleased  to 
read  to  me ;  although,  as  to  presuming  to  olame  the 
history  of  a  Princess  bom  in  the  purple,  far  be  such  a 

g resumption  from  me ;  still  less  would  it  become  a 
arbaric  Varangian  to  pass  a  judgment  on  the  military 
conduct  of  the  Emperor,  by  whom  he  is  liberally  paid, 
or  of  the  commander,  by  whom  he  is  well,  treated. 
Before  an  action,  if  our  advice  is  required,  it  is  ever 
faithfully  tendered :  but  according  to  my  rough  wit, 
our  censure  after  the  field  is  fought  would  be  more 
invidious  than  useful.  Touching  the  Protospathaire, 
if  it  be  the  duty  of  a  general  to  absent  himself  from 
close  action,  I  can  safely  say,  or  swear,  were  it  neces- 
sary, that  the  invincible  commander  was  never  seen 
by  me  within  a  javelin's  cast  of  aught  that  looked 
like  danger."  * 


This  speech,  boldly  and  bluntly  delivered,  had  a 
genera]  enect  on  the  conipany  present  The  Empe- 
ror himself  and  Achilles  Tatius,  looked  like  men  who 
had  got  off  from  a  danger  better  than  they  expected. 
The  Protospathaire  laboured  to  conceal  a  movement 
of  resentment  Agelastes  whispered  to  the  Patri- 
arch, near  whom  he  was  placed.  "  The  northern  bat- 
tle-axe lacks  neither  point  nor  edge." 

"  Hush  r'  said  Zosimus,  "  let  us  hear  how  this  is  to 
end ;  the  Pnncess  is  about  to  speak." 


CHAPTER  IV. 

W«  heard  the  Toebir,  to  Uiete  Araba  call 
Their  ihout  ofoneet,  when  wiUi  load  aeolua 
Sj*'»."l!S''^*Nf«'i  Heaven,  m  ifdamandint  oow^.^. 
The  battie  joiD'd,  and.  throufh  Um  barb'rou  herd, 
Fifht,  fight  I  and  Paradiie  t  was  all  Uieir  err. 

The  BUge  ^Dama$em. 

Tiia  voice  of  the  northern  soldier,  although  mo- 
dified by  feehngs  of  respect  to  the  Emperor,  and 
even  attachment  to  his  captain,  had  more  of  a  tone 
of  blunt  sincerity,  nevertheless,  than  was  usually 
heard  by  the  sacred  echoes  of  the  imperial  palace ; 
uid  though  the  Princess  Anna  Comnena  began  to 
think  that  she  had  invoked  the  opinion  of  a  severe 
judge,  she  was  sensible,  at  the  same  time,  by  the  de- 
ference of  his  manner,  that  his  respect  was  of  a  cha- 
racter more  real,  and  his  applause,  should  she  gain  it, 
would  prove  more  truly  natterink  than  the  gilded 
assent  of  the  whole  court  of  her  father.  She  gazed 
with  some  surorise  and  attention  on  Herewara,  al- 
ready described  as  a  very  handsome  young  man,  and 
felt  the  natural  desire  to  pleaae  which  is  easily  created 
in  the  mind  towards  a  fine  person  of  the  other  sex. 
His  attitude  was  easy  and  bold,  but  neither  clownish 
nor  uncourtly.  His  title  of  a  barbarian,  placed  him 
at  once  free  from  the  forms  of  civilized  life,  and  the 
rules  of  artificial  politeness.  But  his  character  for 
valour,!^  and  the  noble  self-confidence  of  his  bearing, 
gave  nun  a  deeper  interest  than  would  have  bee^  ac- 
quired by  a  more  studied  and  anxious  address,  or  an 
excess  of  reverential  awe. 

In  short,  the  Princess  Anna  Comnena,  high  in  rank 
as  she  was,  and  bom  in  the  imperial  purpia  which 
she  herself  deemed  the  firat  of  all  attributed  felt  her- 
seli^  nevertheless,  in  preparing  to  resume  the  recita- 
tion of  her  history,  more  anxious  to  obtain  the  appro- 
bation of  this  rude  soldier,  than  that  of  all  the  rest  of 
the  courteous  audience.  She  knew  them  well,  it  is 
true,  and  felt  nowise  solicitous  about  the  applause 
which  the  daughter  of  the  Emperor  was  sure  to  re- 
ceive with  full  hands  from  those  of  the  Grecian  court 
to  whom  she  might  choose  to  communicate  the  pro- 
ductions of  her  father's  daughter.  But  she  had  now 
a  judge  of  a  new  character,  whose  applause,  if  be- 
stowed, must  have  sometbinff  in  it  intnnsically  real, 
since  it  could  only  be  obtained  by  affecting  his  head 
or  his  heart 

It  was  perhaps  under  the  influence  of  these  feelingsL 
that  the  Princess  was  somewhat  longer  than  usual 
in  finding  out  the  passage  in  thQ  roll  of  history  at 
^hich  she  purposed  to  commence.  It  was  also  no- 
ticed, that  she  began  her  recitation  with  a  diffidence 
and  embarrassment  surprising  to  the  noblahsarers, 
who  had  often  seen  her  m  full  possession  of  her  pre- 
sence of  mind  before  what  they  conceived  a  more 
distinguished,  and  even  more  critical  audience. 

Neither  were  the  circumstances  of  the  Varangian 
such  as  rendered  the  scene  indifierent  to  him.  ^na 
Comnena  had  iddeed  attained  her  fifth  lustre,  and 
that  is  a  period  after  which  Grecian  beauty  is  under- 
stood to  commence  its  decline.  How  Ions  she  had 
passed  that  critical  period,  was  a  secret  to  ail  but  the 
trusted  ward- women  of  the  purple  chamber.  Enough, 
that  it  was  affirmed  by  the  popular  tongue,  and  seemed 
to  be  attested  by  that  bent  towards  philosophy  and 
literature,  which  is  not  supposed  to  be  congemal  to 
beauty  in  its  earlier  buds,  to  amount  to  one  or  two 
yeara  more.    She  might  be  seven-and^twenty. 

Sdll  Anna  Comnena  was.  or  had  very  lately  been, 
a  beauty  of  the  very  firat  rank,  and  must  be  supposed 
to  have  still  retained  charms  to  captivate  a  barbarian 
of  the  north ;  if,  indeed  he  him  sell  was  not  careful  to 
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maintain  a  heedful  recollection  of  the  immeasurable 
distance  between  thoni.  Indeed,  even  this  recollection 
might  hardly  have  saved  Hereward  from  the  charms 
of  this  encliantrrss,  bold,  frfc-born,  and  ioarli^ss  aa 
he  was ;  for,  during  that  lime  of  slran^^e  revolutions, 
there  were  many  instances  c»f  Muco(!ii«ful  jjenerals 
ahariim  thr  ciuicii  of  imi)erial  iiriiuv8s«'s,  whom  p»r- 
haps  thi-y  had  ihenipelvca  n?nnertd  v^idows,  in  order 
to  make  way  fur  thrirown  nroli-nsions.  But,  bisidi-s 
the  influrncf  of  other  reeollortions,  which  tlii*  kadir 
may  icarn  hereafter,  I loreward  thondi  llatfiri'd  by 
the  iHiusual  dt-yrei;  of  alti.'ntion  which  the  Princcus 
bestowed  uj)on  liim,  wiw  in  her  only  the  dnu^htcr  of 
hiu  Kniperor  and  adopted  lij^n  h»rd.  and  tlie  wife  of  a 
noble  priiiei*,  whom  reason  arul  duly  alike  forbade 
liim  to  think  of  in  any  other  li^ht. 

It  was  after  one  or  two  iireliminary  efforts  that  the 
Princess  Anna  be«an  her  reading,  with  an  unccrtiiin 
voice,  which  uanied  stnni^ih  and  fortitude  as  s»he 
proo«'c»lp(l  with  the  following  iia?-saj;e  from  a  well- 
known  part  of  her  history  of  Alrxius  (?oirmenus,  but 
which  unfortunately  lias  not  been  republislu^l  in  the 
Byzantine  historians.  The  narrative  cannot,  thenr- 
fore,  be  otherwise  than  acceptable  to  the  antiquariai: 
reader;  an<l  the  author  hopes  to  receive  the  thanks 
of  till!  learned  world  for  tin-  recovery  of  a  curious  frag- 
ment, which,  without  his  exertions,  must  probably 
bnve  passed  to  tin;  {^ulf  of  total  oblivion. 

THE  RETRKAT  OF  LAODICEA. 

NOW  l'IR»«T  Pl*BLISHEn  mu.M  THE  C.RF.EK  OK  THE  PRIX- 

iBSK  cOMN.  na's  ni«iTonv  or  her  father. 

"  The  sun  had  betaken  himwlf  tn  his  b«l  in  the 
ocean,  ashamed,  it  would  H<N'in,  to  see  the  immortal 
army  of  our  most  sacred  Emperor  Alexius  surroundeil 
by  those  barbarous  honles  of  unbelievins;  barbarians, 
who,  as  descrilHi'  in  »mr  last  chai)ter,  had  occupied 
ihe  various  passes  lw)th  in  front  and  ri'ar  of  the  Ro- 
mans,»  se<Mired  during  the  preeetlini^  ni^ht  by  the 
wily  barbarians.  Although,  therefore,  a  triuinphant 
courS(>  of  advanc«»  liad  Imaight  us  to  this  iN>int,  it  now 
became  a  serious  and  doubtful  iiuebtion  whether  our 
victorious  eagles  miKht  be  able  to  penetrate  any  far- 
ther into  tin.'  country  of  the  enemy,  or  even  to  retreat 
with  safety  into  their  own. 

The  ext«nsivc  acquaintance  of  the  Enipt^ror  with 
military  nliair.s  in  which  he  exer^eds  most  living 
princes,  hail  induciil  him  on  the  preceilinK  evening, 
toaseertaui,  with  marvellous  exactitude  and  foresight, 
the  precise  position  of  thr  rneiiiy.  In  this  mos»  ne- 
ceasar\'  service  he  einplovcd  certain  light-armed  bar- 
barians, whose  habits  and  «liscipl-ne  liad  been  oriRi- 
nally  derived  from  the  wilds  of  Syria ;  and,  if  I  am 
required  to  speak  according  lo  the  dictation  of  Truth, 
seeing  she  oui;ht  always  to  sit  upon  the  pen  of  a  his- 
torian, I  must  needs  say  they  were  infidels  like  their 
enemieD;  faithfully  attached,  lu'Wever,  to  the  Roman 
senice,  and.  as  I  nelu've,  true  slaves  to  the  Einiioror, 
to  whom  they  communiciited  the  information  rp- 
quiretl  by  him  respecting  the  position  of  his  dreaded 
opponent  Je/dt^erd.  Thesfe  men  did  not  bring  in 
their  infornnition  til!  long  after  the  hour  when  the 
Em|)eror  usually  Intook  himself  to  re>st. 

"  Notwithstanding  this  derangement  of  bis  most 
sacred  time,  our  imperial  father,  who  had  postponed 
the  ceremony  of  disrobing,  so  important  were  the 
Dccessilics  of  the  moment,  continued,  until  deep  in 
the  night,  to  hold  a  council  of  his  wisest  chiefs,  men 
whose  depth  of  judgment  might  have  saved  a  sinking 
world,  and  who  now  consulted  what  was  to  be  done 
under  the  pressun)  of  (he  circumstanceH  in  which 
they  were  now  placed.    And  so  great  was  the  ur- 

Ecney,  that  all  ordinary  obstTvanres  of  the  house- 
old  were  set  aside,  since  I  have  heard  from  those 
who  wifncpsetl  the  fact,  that  the  royal  be<l  was  dis- 
played in  the  ver>'  room  where  the  council  assembltni, 
and  that  the  sacred  lamp,  ealh'd  the  Light  of  the 
Council,  and  which  always  burns  whi>n  the  Flm|M  ror 
presides  in  person  over  the  deliberations  of  his  ser- 
vant.-, was  lor  tl 
annal 

•  Morr  iirotMiljr  inniHtl  tiic  (inTlCii  bul  we  follow  the  phrii«>- 
nlofv  ciili.f  fair  iiiithor'«!i 
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,  was  lor  that  night — a  thing  unknown  in 
■<    I'd  with  un|>erfumi>d  oil!!  ' 


our 


The  fair  speaker  here  threw  her  fine  form  into  an 
attitudft  which  expressed  holy  horror,  and  the  hearers 
intimated  tlieir  sympathy  in  the  exciting  causu  by 
correspondinu  signs  of  interest ;  as  to  which  we  nped 
only  sav.  that  the  sigh  of  .Achilles  Talius  was  the 
most  pathetic;  while  the  groan  of  .igelastcs  the 
Eh'phant  was  deepest  and  most  tremendously  b*-?- 
tial  in  its  sound.  Hcreward  seemed  little  moved, 
except  by  a  slight  motion  of  surprise  at  the  wonkr 
express«>d  by  the  others.  The  Princess,  having 
allowMl  due  time  for  the  symnathy  of  her  hearer.*  to 
exhibit  itsilf,  i»rocee»led  as  follows  : 

"  In  this  melancholy  situation,  when  even  the  l«ef!- 
i.'stablislu'd  and  nu).si  sacred  rites  of  the  inipenal 
household  gave  wny  to  the  nciTs.^ity  of  a  batty  prvv 
vi:»ion  for  the  morrow,  the  opinions  of  the  counienors 
were  different,  according  to  their  tempers  and  habii?-, 
a  thing,  by  the-  way.  which  may  be  retnarkwl  ns  Lkoly 
to  happen  among  the  best  and  wisest  on  such  oecn- 
eious  of  doubt  and  danger. 

"I  do  not  in  this  i)laeu  put  down  the  namw  anrt 
opinions  of  thos«.'  whose  counsels  wen  proposal  :ind 
rejected,  herein  paying  re.«pii't  t(»  llie  secrecy  anil 
frecflom  of  debate  justly  attached  to  the  impc-rial 
cabinet.  Enough  it  is  to  say,  that  stmie  there  wf  r. 
who  ad\i.«<e<l  a  speeiiy  attnck  upon  the  enemy,  in  the  J 
din-etion  of  our  original  advani-e.  Others  thousht  :t  ; 
was  safer,  and  might  be  easier,  Ut  force  our  wav  to  ■ 
the  nar,  and  retreat  !»y  the  same  course  which  nad  ' 
brought  us  hither ;  nor  must  it  be  concealcil,  that 
there  wen'jH-rsons  of  misusixx'ted  fidelity,  whopw- 
postwl  n  thinl  cour.«u\  safer  indeisl  than  the  otlicr-^. 
but  totally  alien  to  the  mind  of  our  most  mngnam- 
moMs  father.  They  rt^commendeil  that  a  eonliden- 
tial  slavj",  in  company  with  a  minister  of  the  interior 
of  our  imperial  palace,  should  be  sent  to  the  tent  of 
Jeztlegi^nl,  inonuT  to  ascertain  upon  who!  term5lhe 
l)arbarian  would  p»-rmit  our  triumphant  father  to  re- 
treat in  safety  at  theh«'ad«>f  hifl%'ietoriouaonny.  Oa 
learning  such  opinion,  our  imi>eriul  father  was  heard  to 
exclaim. '  Sancta  Sophia !'  being  the  nearest  approach 
to  an  adjuration  which  he  has  been  known  to  pcrrait 
himself,  and  was  apparently  about  to  soy  something 
vi<)lent  both  conceminp  the  ilishonour  oi  the  advice, 
and  the  cowardice  of  those  by  whom  it  was  preferred, 
when,  rtK-<illecting  the  mutability  of  human  thinjcs, 
and  the  misfortune  of  several  of  his  Maie8i>''s  gra- 
cious pnHl«»eeKsors,  some  of  whom  hod  been  compelled 
to  surrender  their  sacred  persons  to  the  infidels  in  thr 
same  region,  his  Imperial  Maiesty  reprebted  his 
generous  feelings,  and  only  suflered  his  army  coun- 
sellors to  understand  his  seiitnnents  by  a  speech,  in 
which  he  declare<l  so  desperate  and  so  uishonourablf 
a  course  would  be  the  last  which  he  would  adop: 
even  in  the  last  extn^mity  of  danger.  Thiia  did  ib^ 
judgment  of  this  mighty  Prince  at  once  reject  couoael 
that  seemed  shameful  to  his'  arms,  and  thereby  en- 
courage the  zeal  of  his  tn>ops,  while  privately  he  k«pl 
this  postern  in  res<>rve,  which  in  utmost  need  migti^ 
serve  for  a  safe,  though  not  altogether,  in  lessurKCOt 
circumstances,  an  honourable  retreat. 

'^  When  the  discussion  had  reached  this  melancholy 
crisis,  the  rt^nowni'<]  Achilles  Tatiua  arrived  with  the 
hopetul  intelligf.nce,  that  he  himself  and  Kme  sol- 
diers of  his  corps  had  discovered  an  opening  on  the 
left  flank  of  our  pres«'nt  encampment,  by  which, 
making  indeed  a  considerable  circuit,  by  reaching,  if 
we  inarched  with  vigour,  the  town  of  Laodioea,  we 
might,  by  falling  back  on  our  resources,  ha  in  some 
inctasure  in  surety  from  the  enemy. 

"  f}o  soon  as  this  ray  of  hope  aarted  on  the  trou- 
bled mind  of  our  gracious  father,  he  proceeded  to 
make  such  arrangements  as  misht  secure  the  Aill 
benefit  of  the  advantage.  His  Imperial  Highnesi 
would  not  i>ermit  the  brave  Varangians,  whose  bet- 
tie-axes  he  accountc<l  the  flower  of  his  imperial  amy, 
to  take  the  advanced  post  uf  ossailants  on  the  pre- 
sent (x-casion.  He  repressed  the  love  of  battle  bf 
which  these  generous  foreiffners  have  been  at  au 
times  distinguished,  and  directed  that  the  Syrian 
forces  in  the  army,  who  have  been  before  mentioiied, 
should  be  assembled  with  as  little  noise  as  posiible 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  deserted  pass,  with  instrucrions 
to  oecupv  it.    The  gooil  genius  of  the  empire  suff- 
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foned  that,  as  their  qMech,  arms,  and  appearance 
iMemUed  those  of  the  enemy,  they  might  bo  per- 
mitted unopposed  to  take  post  in  the  demo  with  their 
bcht-armea  forces,  and  thus  secure  it  for  the  passage 
01  the  rest  of  the  army,  of  which  he  proposed  that 
the  Varangians,  as  immediately  attached  to  his  own 
sacred  person^  should  form  the  vanguard.  The  well- 
known  baiialions,  termed  the  Immortals,  came  next, 
compriains  tho  gross  of  the  army,  and  fonning  the 
centre  and  rear.  Achilles  Tatius,  the  faithful  Fol- 
lower of  his  royal  Master,  Blthonc;h  mortified  that  he 
11*05  not  permitted  to  assume  the  change  of  the  rear, 
which  he  had  proposed  for  himself  ami  his  valiant 
troops,  aa  the  post  of  danger  at  the  time,  cheerfully 
acquiesced,  nevertheless,  m  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed by  tnc  Emperor,  aa  most  fit  to  cnect  the  im- 
perial safety,  and  that  of  the  army. 

**The  imperial  orders  as  they  were  sent  instantly 
abroad,  were  in  like  manner  executed  with  the  rea- 
diest punctuality,  the  rather  that  they  indicated  a 
course  of  safety  which  had  been  almost  despaire<l  of 
even  by  the  oldest  soldiers.  During  the  dead  )>eriod 
of  time,  when,  as  the  divine  Homer  tells  us,  gods 
and  men  are  alike  asleep,  it  was  found  that  tho  vigi- 
lance and  prudence  of  a  single  individual  had  pro- 
rided  safety  for  the  whole  Roman  army.  The  pinna- 
dea  of  the  mountain  passes  were  scarcely  touched 
by  theearhest  beams  of  the  dawn,  when  these  beams 
were  also  reflected  from  the  sti'el  caps  and  spears  of 
the  Syrians,  under  the  command  of  a  captain  named 
Monastras,  who,  with  his  tribe,  hod  attached  himself 
to  the  empire.  The  Kmperor,  at  the  head  of  his 
bithAil  Varangians,  defiled  through  the  passes,  in 
onier  to  gain  that  degree  of  advance  on  the  rood  to 
the  city  of  Laodioca  which  was  desired,  so  as  to 
avoid  coming  into  collision  with  tho  barbarians. 

"*  It  was  a  gixxlly  sight  to  see  the  dark  mass  of 
northern  waniors,  who  now  led  the  vati  of  the 
anny,  moving  slowly  and  steadily  tlirough  the  defiles 
of  the  mountains,  around  the  insulated  rocks  and 
mdpices,  ond  surmounting  the  gentler  acclivities, 
uke  the  course  of  a  strong  and  mighty  river  ;  while 
the  loose  bands  of  archers  and  javelin-men,  armed 
after  the  eastern  manner,  were  dispersed  on  the 
itsep  tides  of  the  defiles,  and  might  be  compared  to 
li^t  foam  upon  the  edge  of  the  torrent.  In  the 
ndst  of  the  squadrons  of  the  life-guard  might  he 
■en  the  proud  war-horse  of  his  Inir^rial  Majesty, 
vhich  pawed  the  earth  indignantly,  as  if  impatient  at 
the  delav  which  separated  nini  from  his  august  bur- 
den. The  Emperor  Alexius  himself  travelled  in  a 
litter,  borne  by  eight  strong  African  slaves,  that  he 
n^lht  rise  perfectly  refreshed  if  the  army*  should  be 
OfHiaken  by  the  enemy.  The  valiant  Achilles  Tatius 
lode  near  the  couch  of  his  master,  that  none  of  those 
hninous  ideaa,  by  which  our  august  sire  so  often 
decided  the  fate  or  battle,  might  be  lost  for  want  of 
iiuiant  communication  to  those  whose  duty  it  was 
to  eiecute  them.  1  may  also  say,  that  there  were 
dose  to  the  litter  of  the  Emperor,  three  or  four  car- 
liiges  of  the  same  kind ;  one  prepared  for  the  Moon, 
II  she  may  be  termed,  of  the  universe,  the  gracious 
&npress  Irene.  Among  the  others  which  might  be 
■iniioned,  was  that  which  contained  the  authoress 
if  this  history,  unworthy  as  she  may  be  of  distinction, 
Mve  as  the  daughter  of  the  eminent  and  sacre<l  per- 
anis  whom  the  narration  chiefly  concerns.  In  this 
■anner  the  imperial  anny  pressed  on  through  the 
dugsroiu  defiles,  where  their  march  was  exposed  to 
inmlts  from  the  barbarians.  Thev  were  happily 
eieared  without  any  opposition.  When  we  came  to 
the  descent  of  the  pass  which  looks  down  on  the 
dtf  of  Laodicea,  the  sagacity  of  the  Emperor  com- 
■irmiH  the  van-~which,  though  the  soldiers  com- 
pOBig  the  same  were  heavily  armed,  had  hitherto 
laaiched  extremely  fast— to  halt,  as  well  that  they 
ihemsdTes  might  take  some  repose  and  refreshment. 
m  to  KLVC  the  rearward  forces  times  to  come  up,  and 
dose  various  gaps  which  the  rapid  movement  of 
those  in  front  had  occasioned  in  the  line  of  march. 

"The  place  chosen  for  this  purpose  was  eminently 
beau  I  if uL  from  the  small  and  comparatively  insigni- 
6eant  rioge  of  hills  which  melt  irregularly  down  mto 
the  plains  stretching  between  the  pass  which  we  oc- 


cupied and  Laodicea.  Tlie  town  was  about  one 
hundred  stadia  distant,  and  some  of  our  more  san- 
giiine  warriors  pretended  that  they  could  already 
discern  its  towers  and  pinnacles,  glittering  in  the 
early  beams  of  the  sun,  which  had  not  as  yet  risen 
high  into  the  horizon.  A  mountain  torrent,  which 
found  its  source  at  the  foot  of  a  huge  rock,  that 
yawned  to  give  it  birth,  as  if  struck  by  the  rod  of  the 
prophet  Moses,  poured  its  liquid  treasure  down  to  the 
more  level  country,  nourishing  herbage,  and  even 
large  trees,  in  its  descent,  until,  at  the  distance  oi 
some  four  or  five  miles,  the  stream,  at  least  in  dry 
seasons,  was  lost  amid  heaps  of  sand  and  stone^ 
which  in  the  rainy  season  marked  the  strength  and 
fur\'  of  its  current. 

It  was  pleasant  to  see  the  attention  of  the  Em- 
peror to  the  comforts  of  the  companions  and  guar- 
dians of  his  march.  The  trumpets  firom  time  to  time 
uave  license  to  various  parties  of  the  VarangianB  to 
lay  down  their  arms,  to  eat  the  food  which  was  dis- 
tributed to  them,  and  quench  their  thirst  at  the  pure 
sirnain^  which  poured  its  bounties  down  the  hill,  or 
they  might  he  seen  to  extend  their  bulky  forms  upon 
the  turf  around  them.  The  Emperor,  his  most  serene 
spouse,  and  the  princesses  and  ladies,  were  also 
serv(>d  with  hrt>akfast,  nt  the  fountain  formed  by  the 
small  brook  in  its  very  birth,  and  which  the  reverent 
feelings  of  the  soldiers  had  left  unpolluted  by  vulgar 
touch,  for  the  use  of  that  familv,  emphatically  said  to 
hii  born  in  the  purple.  Our  iK-loved  husband  was 
also  present  on  this  occasion,  and  was  among  the 
first  to  detect  one  of  the  disasters  of  the  day.  For, 
although  all  the  rest  of  the  repast  had  been,  by  the 
dexterity  of  the  officers  of  lh(t  iinj>erial  mouth,  so 
arrauf]^,  even  on  so  awful  an  occasion,  as  to  exhibit 
little  difference  from  the  ordinary  provisions  of  the 
household,  yet,  when  his  Imperial  Highness  called 
for  wine,  behold,  not  only  was  the  sacred  liquor, 
dedicated  to  his  own  peculiar  imperial  use,  wholly 
exhausted  or  left  behind,  hut,  to  use  the  language  of 
Horace,  not  the  vilest  Sabine  %'intage  could  be  pro- 
cured ;  so  that  his  Imperial  Highness  was  glad  to 
accept  the  oficr  of  a  rude  Varangian,  who  proffered 
his  modicum  of  decocted  barley,  which  these  barba- 
rians prefer  to  the  juice  of  the  grape.  The  Emperor, 
nevertheless,  accepted  of  this  coarse  tribute." 

"  Insert,"  said  the  Emperor,  who  had  been  hitherto 
either  plunged  in  deep  contemplation,  or  in  an  ind- 
uient  slumber,  "insert.  I  say,  these  very  words: 
And  with  the  heat  of  the  morning,  and  anxiety  of  so 
rapid  a  march,  with  a  numerous  enemy  in  his, rear, 
the  Emperor  was  m)  thirsty,  as  never  m  his  life  to 
think  beverage  more  delicious.' " 

In  obedience  to  her  imperial  father's  orders,  the 
Princess  resigned  the  manuscript  to  the  beautiful 
slave  by  whom  it  was  written,  repeating  to  the  fair 
scribe  the  commanded  addition,  nxiuiring  her  to  note 
it,  as  made  bv  the  express  sacred  command  of  the 
Emperor,  and  then  proceeded  thus :—"  More  I  had 
said  here  respecting  the  favourite  liquor  of  your 
Imperial  Highness's  faithful  Varangians;  but  your 
Highness  having  once  graced  it  with  a  word  of  com- 
mendation, this  oiV,  as  they  call  it,  doubtless  because 
removing  all  disorders,  which  they  term  'ailments, 
becomes  a  theme  too  lofty  for  the  discussion  of  any 
inferior  person.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  thus  wore  we 
all  pleasantly  engaged,  the  ladies  and  slaves  trying 
to  find  some  amusement  for  the  imperial  ears;  tlw 
soldiers,  in  a  long  line  down  the  ranne,  seen  in  dif- 
ferent postures,  some  straggling  to  the  watercourse, 
S4)mo  keeping  guard  over  the  arms  of  their  comrades, 
in  which  duty  they  relieved  each  other,  while  body 
after  body  of  the  remaining  troopa  under  command 
of  the  Protospathoire,  and  particularly  those  called 
Immortals.*  joined  the  main  army  as  they  came  up. 
Those  soldiers  who  were  already  exhausted,  were 
allowtxl  to  take  o  short  repose,  after  which  they  were 
sent  forward,  with  directions  to  advance  steadily  on 
the  road  to  Laodicea ;  while  their  leaiier  was  instruct- 
ed, so  soon  as  he  should  ojicn  a  free  communication 

*  TIjc  KOavarot.  or  lininortalu  of  the  army  of  Conalan- 
UiKiple,  wrre  n  Pflor.f  hotly,  so  iinineil,  in  Imitation  of  the 
ancient  Pt-miiinB.  Thev  wpro  lirst  *»m»>o<li*»<!.  accordinf  to 
Duranuf,  by  MiclinH  ihiriw 
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with  that  dtjr,  to  send  thither  a  command  for  nan- 
foroements  and  refreshments,  not  foigetting  fitting 
proriaion  of  the  sacred  wine  for  the  imperiaimoath. 
Accordinglf,  the  Roman  bands  of  Immortals  and 
others  haa  resumed  their  march,  and  held  some  way 
on  their  journey,  it  being  the  imperial  pleasure  that 
the  Varangians,  lately  the  vanguard;  should  now 
form  the  rear  of  the  whole  army,  so  as  to  bring  off  in 
safety  the  Syrian  light  troops,  by  whom  the  hilly  pass 
was  still  occupied,  when  we  heard  upon  the  other 
aide  of  this  defile,  which  we  had  traversed  with  so 
much  safety,  the  awfol  sound  of  the  Leliesj  as  the 
Arabs  name  their  shout  of  onset,  though  in  what 
language  it  is  expressed  it  would  be  hard  to  aay. 
Perchance  some  m  this  audience  may  enlighten  my 
ignorance." 

"May  I  q;>eak  and  live?"  said  the  Acoulouthos 
Achilles,  proud  of  his  literary  knowledge,  "  the  words 
are,  Alia  iUa  alia.  Mohanua  reaoul  alia*.  These,,  or 
something  like  them,  contain  the  Arabs'  profession, 
of  fiuth,  which  they  always  call  out  when  the^^  join 
battle ;  I  have  heard  them  many  times." 

"  And  so  have  I,"  said  the  Emperor ;  "  and  as  thou 
didst,  I  warrant  me,  I  have  sometimes  wished  myself 
any  where  cjse  than  within  hearing." 

All  the  circle  were  alive  to  hear  the  answer  of 
Achilles  Tatius.  He  waa  too  good  a  courtier,  how- 
ever, to  make  any  imprudent  reply.  *'It  was  my« 
duty,"  he  replied,  to  desire  to  be  M  near  yotir  Im- 
penal  Highness,  as  your  faithful  Follower  ought, 
wherever  you  might  wiah  yourself  for  the  time." 

Agelastes  and  Zosimus  exchanged  looks,  and  the 
Princess  Anna  Comnena  proceeded  in  her  recita- 
tion. 

"  The  cause  of  these  ominous  sounds,  which  came 
in  wild  confiision  up  the  rocky  pass,  were  soon  ex- 
plained to  us  by  a  doien  cavaliers,  to  whom  the  task 
of  bringing  intelligence  had  beoi  assigned. 

"These  informed  u&  that  the  barbarians,  whose 
host  had  been  diapersea  around  the  position  in  which 
we  had  encamped  the  preceding  day,  had  not  been 
enabled  to  get  their  forces  together  until  our  li^t 
troops  were  evacuating  the  post  they  had  occumed 
for  securing  the  retreat  of  our  army.  They  were  then 
drawing  off  from  the  tops  of  the  hills  into  the  pass 
itself,  when,  in  despite  of  the  rocky  ground,  they 
were  charged  furiously  by  Jezdegerd,  at  the  head  of 
a  larpe  body  of  his  followers,  which,  after  repeated 
exemona,  he  had  at  leiwth  brought  to  operate  on  the, 
rear  of  the  Syrians.  Notwithstanding  that  the  pass 
was  unfavourable  for  cavalry,  the  personal  exertions 
of  the  infidel  chief  made  his  followers  advance  with 
a  degree  of  resolution  unknown  to  the  Syrians  of  the 
Roman  army,  who,  finding  themselves  at  a  distance 
from  their  companions,  formed  the  injurious  idea  that 
they  were  left  there  to  be  sacrificed,  and  thought  of 
flignt  m  various  directions,  rather  than  of  a  combined 
and  resolnte  resistance.  The  state  of  affairs,  there- 
fore, at  the  further  end  of  the  pass,  was  lessfovoura- 
ble  than  we  coxAA  wish,  and  those  whose  curiosity 
desired  to  see  something  which  might  be  termed  the 
rout  of  the  rear  of  an  army,  behdothe  Syrians  pur- 
sued  from  the  hill  tops,  overwhelmed,  and  individu- 
ally cut  down  and  made  prisoners  by  the  bands  of 
caitiff  Mussulman. 

"  His  Imperial  Highness  looked  upon  the  scene  of 
battle  for  a  few  minutes,  and.  much  oommoved  at 
what  he  saw,  was  somewhat  hasty  in  his  directions 
to  the  Varangians  to  resume  their  arms,  and  precipi- 
tate their  march  towarda  Laodicea :  whereupon  one 
of  those  northern  soldiers  said  bololy,  thouf^  in  op- 
position to  the  imperial  command,  *  If  we  attempt  to 
ffo  hastily  down  this  hill,  our  rear-guard  will  be  con- 
fused, not  only  by  our  own  hurry,  but  by  these  run- 
away scoundrels  of  Syrians,  who  in  their  headlong 
flight  will  not  fisul  to  mix  themselves  amone  our 
ranks.  Let  two  hundred  Varangiana,  who  will  live 
and  die  for  the  honour  of  England,  abide  in  the  very 
throat  of  this  pass  with  me,  while  the  rest  escort  the 
Emperor  to  this  Laodicea,  or  whatever  it  is  called. 
We  may  perish  in  our  defence,  but  we  shall  die  in  our 
duty ;  and  I  have  little  doubt  but  we  shall  furnish 

>  1  r  "  Ood  M  Ood-Mahomet  to  Um  proplwt  ofOod." 


soeb  a  meal  as  will  stay  the  stomach  of  these  yd^ 
ing  hounds  from  seeking  any  forther  banqset  tus 

My  imperial  fether  at  once  disooirered  the  import- 
anoe  of  this  advice,  though  it  made  him  wdl  ni^ 
weep  to  see  with  what  unshrinking  fidelity  these  poos 
barbarians  pressed  to  fill  up  the  number  or  those  who 
were  to  undertake  this  desperate  duty-— with  what 
kindness  ^ev  took  leave  of  thdr  comrades,  and  with 
what  jovial  snouts  they  followed  their  sovenign  with 
their  eyes  as  he  proceeded  on  his  march  dowo  the 
hill,  leaving  them  behind  to  resist  and  perish.  Hk 
Imperial  eyes  were  filled  with  tears  i  aiid  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  confess,  thai  asaid  the  terror  oC  the  bm- 
ment,  the  Empress,  and  I  myself  fofrnot  onr  rank  ia 
paying  a  similar  tribute  to  these  bcMuf  and  aeil^de- 
voted  men. 

"  We  left  their  leader  carefully  arraying  his  handfel 
of  comrades  in  defence  of  the  pasi^  where  the  middle 
path  was  occupied  by  their  centre,  while  their  wibb 
on  either  side  were  so  disposed  as  to  act  iqkmi  tie 
flanks  of  the  enemy,  should  he  rashly  press  dmni 
such  as  appeared  oppoaed  to  him  in  ttie  road.    We 


had  not  proceeded  half  way  towarda  the  plain, 
a  dreadful  about  arose,  in  which  the  ydls  of  the 
Arabs  were  mingled  with  the  deep  and  mora  fcgnbr 
about  which  these  strangers  usoally  repeat  thsioe,  as 
well  when  bidding  hail  to  their  csvimandet*  and 

Srinces,  as  when  m  the  act  of  engaging  in  battle, 
lany  a  look  was  turned  back  by  tneo'  mmrarira. 
and  many  a  form  was  aeen  in  the  ranka  whKfa  iiii||it 
have  claimed  the  chissel  of  a  sculptor,  while  the  sal- 
dier  hesitated  whether  to  follow  the  liiie  of  bia  duty. 
which  called  him  to  march  forward  widi  his  Ean^ 
ror,  or  the  impulse  of  courage^  whi<^  prompted  hai 
to  rush  back  to  join  his  companiona.  Dwdpliiie,  how- 
ever, prevailed,  and  the  mam  body  marefaed  <m. 

"  An  hour  bad  elspsed,  during  which  we  heasd, 
fh>m  time  to  time,  the  noise  of  battle,  when  a 
mounted  Varangian  presented  himself  at  the  side  of 
the  Emperor's  litter.  The  horse  wa 
foam,  and  had  x>bvioo8lv,  from  hie 
fineness  of  his  limbs,  ana  the  smallnsss  i 
been  the  charser  of  some  chief  of  the  dc. 
had  fallen  by  the  chance  of  battle  into  the . 
of  the  northern  warrior.  The  broad  axe  whieh  the 
Varangian  bore  was  also  stained  with  blood,  and  the 
paleneas  of  death  itaelf  was  upon  his  oouDtenanee 
These  marka  of  recent  battle  were  held  aaffiaent  •» 
excuse  the  irregularity  of  his  aalutation,  while  he 
exclaimed,— 'Noble  Prince,  the  Araha  are 
and  you  may  pursue  your  msrch  at  more  ' 

"  ^  Where  is  Jezdegerd  r  aaki  the  fir- 
had   many  reasons  for  dreading   thi 
chief. 

"  *  Jezdegerd,'  continued  the  Varangiaii,  *  is 
brave  men  are  who  fall  in  their  duty.' 

**  *  And  that  ia— '  said  the  EmperfM*,  impaiieot 
know  diatinctly  the  fete  of  ao  formidable  an 

saiy 

*  Where  I  am  now  going,'  answered  the  fiuthfel 
soldier,  who  dropped  from  his  horse  as  be  apokc;  aai 
expired  at  the  feet  of  the  litter  bearera. 

''  The  Einperor  called  to  hia  attendants  to 
the  body  of^  this  faithfhl  retainer,  to  whom  he  u 
tined  an  honourable  aepulchre,  was  not  left  to  _ 
jackal  or  vulture ;   and  some  of  his  bceihrsn,  the 
Anglo-Saxons,  among  whom  he  was  a  man  of  as 
mean  repute,  raised  the  body  on  their  Aoulda%  aai 
resumea  their  march  with  thia  additional  mrsm 
branoe,  prepared  to  fight  for  their 
like  the  valiimt  Menelaus  for  the  body  of  Patrocki%' 

The  Princess  Anna  Comnena  hcse  nata 
pauaed;  for.  having  attained  what  afae  probably 
sidersd  as  the  rounding  of  a  period,  abe  w 
to  gather  an  idea  of  the  feelings  of  her 
Indeed,  but  that  she  had  been  intent  upon 
manuscript,  the  emotions  of  the  foreign  ooh 
have  more  early  attracted  her  attention.  In  ^ 
be^nningof  her  recitation,  he  had  retained  the  mmt 
atttmde  which  he  had  at  first  aaanmed,  stiff  and  i^ 
aa  a  sentinel  upon  duty,  and  apparently  leinemhsun 
nothing,  save  that  he  waa  peiforming  that  daty  m 
presence  of  the  imperial  comt.    Aa  the 
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adyanoed,  however,  he  appeared  to  take  more  inter- 
est m  what  was  read.  The  anxious  fears  expressed 
by  the  various  leaders  in  the  midnight  council,  he 
listened  to  with  a  smile  of  suppressed  contempt,  and 
he  almost  laughed  at  the  praises  bestowed  upon  the 
leader  of  his  own  corps,  Achilles  Tatius.  Nor  did 
the  name  of  the  Emperor,  thouf^  hsterted  to  res- 

gtttfully,  gain  that  applause  for  which  his  daughter 
wht  so  hard,  and  used  so  much  exaggeration. 

Hitherto  the  Varangian's  countenance  indicated 
very  slightly  any  internal  emotions ;  but  they  appear- 
ed to  take  a  deeper  hodd  on  his  mind  as  she  came  to 
the  description  of  the  halt  after  the  main  army-had 
cleared  the  pass;  the  unexpected  advance  of  the 
Araba;  the  retreat  of  the  column  which  escorted 
the  Emperor:  and  the  account  of  the  distant  en- 
memem.  He  lost,  on  hearing  th^  narration  of 
these  events,  the  rieid  and  constrained  look  of  a 
soldier,  who  listened  to  the  history  of  his  Emperor 
with  the  same  feelings  with  which  he  would  nave 
mounted  guard  at  his  palace.  His  colour  began  to 
come  and  go ;  his  eyas  to  fill  and  to  sparkle ;  his 
umbs  to  become  more  agitated  than  their  owneri 
seeniMi  to  assent  to;  and  his  whole  appearance  was 
(Ranged  into  that  of  a  listener,  highly  interested  by 
the  ^edUtion  which  he  hears,  and  msensible.  or  for- 
getful, sf  whatever  else  is  passing  before  nim,  as 
well  as  of  the  totality  of  those  who  are  present. 

As  the  histonan  proceeded,  Hereward  became  less 
able  to  conceal  his  agitation ;  and  at  the  moment  the 
Pnncess  looked  roun±  his  feelings  became  so  acute, 
that,  forgetting  where  he  was,  he  dropped  his  ponder- 
ous axe  upon  the  floor,  and,  claspmg  his  hands 
together,  exclaimed,—"  My  unfortunate  brother  I" 

All  were  startled  by  the  clang  of  the  falling  wea- 

E,  and  several  persons  at  once  attempted  to  inter- 
as  called  upon  to  explain  a  circtmistance  so  unu- 
.  Achilles  Tatius  made  some  small  progress  4n 
a  speech  designed  to  apologize  for  the  rough  mode 
of  venting  his  sorrows  to  which  Hereward  had 

S'veo  way,  by  assuring  the  eminent  persons  present, 
at  the  poor  uncultivated  barbarian  was  actually 
younger  brother  to  him  who  had  commanded  and 
fallen  at  the  memorable  defile.  The  Princess  said 
nothing;  but  was  evidently  struck  and  afiected,  and 
not  iU-pleased,  perhaps,  at  having  given  rise  to  feel- 
UMB  of  interest  so  flattering  to  her  as  an  authoress. 
The  others,  each  in  their  character,  uttered  incohe- 
rent words  of  what  was  meant  to  be  consolation  ; 
for  distress  which  flows  from  a  natural  cause,  gene- 
rally attracts  sympathy  even  from  the  most  artificial 
characters.  The  voice  of  Alexius  silenced  all  these 
imperfect  sneakers :  "  Hah,  my  brave  soldier,  Ed- 
ward !"  said  the  Emperor,  I  must  have  been  blhid 
that  1  did  not  sooner  recognise  thee^  as  I  think  there 
is  a  n)emorandum  entered,  respecting  five  hundred 
pieoesof  gold  duDfix>m  us  to  Edward  the  Varangian ; 
vre  have  u  in  our  secret  scroll  of  such  hberalities  for 
which  we  stand  indebted  to  our  servitors,  nor  shall 
the  oayment  be  longer  deferred." 

"  Not  to  me,  if  it  may  please  you.  my  liege,"  said 
the  Anglo-Dane^  hastily  composing  his  countenance 
into  its  rough  gravity  of  lineament^  "  lest  it  should 
be  to  one  who  can  claim  no  interest  m  your  imperial 
munificence.  My  name  is  Hereward ;  that  of  Ed- 
ward is  borne  by  three  of  my  companions,  all  of 
them  as  likely  as  I  to  have  deserved  your  Highness's 
reward  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duty." 

Many  a  sign  was  made  by  Tatius  in  order  to  guard 
his  soldier  against  the  folly  of  dectming  the  liberality 
of  the  Emperor.  Agelastes  spoke  more  plainly: 
'*  Young  man,"  he  said,  "rejoice  in  an  honour  so 
unexpected,  and  answer  henceforth  to  no  other  name 
save  that  of  Edward,  by  which  it  hath  pleased  the 
li^t  of  the  world,  as  it  poured  a  ray  upon  thee,  to 
distinguish  thee  from  other  barbarians.  What  is  to 
thee  me  fontstone,  or  the  priest  officiating  thereat, 
shouldst  thou  have  derived  from  either  any  epithet 
difoent  from,  that  by  which  it  hath  now  pleased  the 
Emperor  to  distinguish  thee  from  the  common  mass 
of  humanity^  and  by  which  proud  distinction  thou 
hast  now  a  nght  to  oe  known  ever  aflerwardsT' 

"  Hereward  was  the  name  of  my  father."  said  the 
soldier,  who  had  now  altogether  recovered  his  com- 


posure. "  1  cannot  abandon  it  while  I  honour  his 
memory  in  death.  Edward  is  the  title  of  my  com- 
rade—! must  not  run  the  risk  of  usurping  his  inte- 
rest." 

"  Peace  all !"  interrupted  the  Emperor.  "  If  we 
have  made  a  mistake,  we  are  rich  enough  to  right  it : 
nor  shall  Hereward  be  the  poorer,  if  anEdwiud  shall 
be  fbond  to  merit  this  gratuity." 
,  "  Your  Highness  may  trust  that  to  your  affec- 
tionate consort,"  answered  the  Empress  Irene. 

"His  most  sacred  Highness,"  said  the  Princess 
Anna  Comnena,  "  is  so  avariciously  desirous  to  do 
whatever  is  good  and  gracious,  that  he  leaves  no 
room  even  for  hjs  nearest  connexions  to  display  ge- 
nerosity or  muniJScence.  Nevertheless,  I,  in  my  de- 
gree, will  testify  my  gratitude  to  this  brave  man  ;  for 
where  his  exploits  are  mentioned  in  this  history,  I 
will  cause  to  be  recorded,—'  This  feat  was  done  oy 
Heveward  the  Anglo-Dane,  whom  it  hath  pleased 
his  Imperial  Majesty  to  call  Edward.'  Keep  this, 
good  youth,"  she  continued,  bestowing  at  the  same 
time  a  ring  of  price,  "in  token  that  we  will  notfoiget 
our  engagement." 

Hereward  accepted  the  token  with  a  profound 
obeisance,  and  a  oiscomposure  which  his  station  ren- 
dered not  unbecoming.  It  was  obvious  to  most  per- 
sons present,  that  the  gratitude  of  the  beautiful  Prin- 
cess was  expressed  in  a  manner  more  acceptable  to 
the  ybuthful  life(^ardsman|  than  that  of  Alexius 
Comnenus.  He  took  the  rmg  with  great  demon- 
stration of  thankfulness :  "  Precious  relic  1"  he  saul, 
as  he  saluted  this  pledge  of  esteem  by  pressmg  it  to 
his  Ups ;  "  we  may  not  remain  long  together,  but  be 
assured."  bending  reverently  to  the  Pnncess,  "  that 
death  alone  shall  part  us." 

"Proceed  our  princely  daughter,"  said  the  Empress 
Irene ;  "  you  have  done  enough  to  show  that  valour 
is  precious  to  her  who  can  confer  fame,  whether  it 
be  found  in  a  Roman  or  a  barbarian." 

The  Princess  resumed  her  narrative  with  some 
slight  appearance  of  emharrassment. 

Our  movement  upon  Laodicea  was  now  resumed, 
and  continued  with  good  hopes  on  the  part  of  those 
engaged  in  the  march.  Yet  instinctively  we  could 
not  help  casting  our  eyes  to  the  rear,  which  had  been 
so  long  the  direction  in  which  we  fieared  attack.  At 
length,  to  our  surprise,  a  thick  cloud  of  dust  was  visi- 
ble on  the  descent  of  the  hill,  half  way  betwixt  us 
and  the  place  at  which  we  haid  halted.  Some  of  the 
troops  who  composed  our  retreating  body,  particu- 
larly those  ini  the  rear,  began  to  exclaim,  *  The 
Arabs !  the  Arabs !'  and  their  march  assumed  a  more 
precipitate  character  when  they  believed  themselves 
puraued  by  the  enemy.  But  the  Varangian  guards 
aflirmed  with  one  voice,  that  the  dust  was  raised  by 
the  remains  of  their  own  comrades,  who,  left  in  the 
defence  of  the  pass,  had  marched  ptT  after  having  so 
vahantly  maintained  the  station  intrusted  to  them. 
They  fortified  their  opinion  by  professional  remarks 
that  the  cloud  of  dust  was  more  concentrated  than 
if  raised  by  the  Arab  horse,  and  they  even  pretended 
to  assert,  trom  their  knowledge  of  such  cases,  that 
the  number  of  their  comrades  had  been  much  di- 
minished in  the  action.  Some  Syrian  horsemen, 
despatched  to  reconnoitre  the  approaching  body, 
brought  intelligence  corresponding  with  the  opinion 
of  the  Varangians  in  every  particular.  The  portion 
of  the  body-guard  had  beaten  back  the  Arabs,  and 
their  gallant  leader  had  slain  their  chief  Jezdegerd, 
in  which  service  he  was  mortally  wounded,  as  this 
history  hath  already  mentioned.  The  survivors  of 
the  detachment,  diminished  by  one  haU^  were  now 
on  their  march  to  join  the  Emperor,  as  fast  as  the 
encumbrance  of  bearing  their  wounded  to  a  place  of 
safety  would  permit. 

"  The  Emperor  Alexius^  with  one  of  those  brilliant 
and  benevolent  ideas  which  mark  his  paternal  cha- 
racter towards  his  soldiers,  ordered  all  the  litters, 
even  that  for  his  own  most  sacred  use,  to  be  instantly 
sent  back  to  relieve  the  bold  Varangians  of  the  task 
of  bearing  the  wounded.    The  shouts  of  the  Varan  • 

§ians'  gratitude  may  be  more  eaoly  conceived  than 
escribed,  when  they  beheld  the  Emperor  himself  de- 
scend from  his  litter,  Uke  an  ordinary  cavalier,  and 
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assume  his  war-liorsc,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
most  sacred  Empress,  as  well  as  the  authoress  of 
this  history,  with  other  princesses  horn  in  the  purple, 
mounted  upon  niulcs,  m  order  to  proceed  ui>on  the 
inarch,  while  their  litters  were  unhesitatingly  as- 
signed for  the  accommodation  of  the  wounded  men. 
This  was  indeed  a  mark,  as  well  of  military  sagacity 
as  of  humanity ;  for  the  relief  affordtd  to  the  bearers 
of  the  wounded,  enabled  the  survivers  of  those,  who 
had  defended  the  defile  at  the  fountain  to  join  us 
sooner  than  would  otheruise  have  been  possible. 

"  It  was  an  awful  thing  to  see  those  men  who  had 
left  us  in  the  full  splendour  which  military  equipment 
gives  to  vouth  and  strength,  again  appearing  in  di- 
minishea  numbers— their  annour  snaltered— their 
shields  full  of  arrows— their  offensive  weapons  mark- 
ed with  blood,  and  they  themselves  exhibiting  all  the 
signs  of  desperate  and  recent  battle.  Nor  was  it  less 
interesting  to  remark  the  meeting  of  the  soldiers  who 
had  been  engaged,  with  the  comrades  whom  they  had 
rejoined.  Tlic  Emperor,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
trusty  Acoulouthos,  permitted  them  a  few  moments 
to  leave  their  ranks,  and  learn  from  each  other  the 
fate  of  the  battle. 

"  As  the  two  bands  mingled,  it  seemed  a  meeting 
where  grief  and  joy  had  a  contest  together.  The 
most  rugged  of  these  barbarians.— and  I  who  saw  it 
can  bear  witness  to  the  fact, — ashe  weloomcnl  with  a 
grasp  of  his  strong  hand  some  comrade  whom  ho 
nad  given  up  for  lost,  had  his  large  blue  eyes  filled 
with  tears  at  hearing  of  the  loss  of  some  one  whom 
he  had  houe<l  might  have  survived.  Other  veterans 
reviewed  the  stanuards  which  had  been  in  the  eoiifiict, 
satisiirxl  themselves  that  they  had  all  been  brought 
back  in  honour  and  safetv,  and  counted  the  fresh 
arrow-shots  with  which  tney  had  t>een  pierced,  in 
addition  to  similar  marks  of  former  battles.  All  were 
loud  in  the  praises  of  the  brave  young  leader  they  had 
lost,  nor  were  the  acclamations  less  general  in  laud 
of  him  who  had  succeedcKl  lo  the  comnicind,  who 
brought  up  the  party  of  his  deceased  brother— and 
whom,"  said  the  Princess,  in  a  few  words  wliich 
seemed  apparently  interpolated  for  the  occasion,  "I 
now  assure  of  the  high  honour  and  estimation  in 
which  he  is  held  by  the  author  of  this  history- -that 
is,  I  would  say,  by  every  mernber  of  the  imperial 
family— for  his  gallant  services  in  such  an  important 
crisis." 

Having  hurried  over  her  tribute  to  her  friend  tlio 
Varangian,  in  which  emotions  mingled  that  are  not 
willingly  expressed  before  so  many  hearers,  Anna 
Comnena  proceeded  with  composure  in  the  part  of 
her  history  which  was  less  personal. 

"  We  had  not  much  time  to  make  more  observations 
on  what  passed  among  those  brave  soldiers ;  for  a 
few  minutes  having  been  allowed  to  their  feelings, 
the  trumpet  sounded  the  advance  towards  Laodicea, 
and  we  soon  beheld  the  town,  now  about  four  miles 
from  us,  in  fields  which  were  chiefly  covered  with 
trees.    Apparently  the  garrison  had  already  some 
notice  of^our  approach,  for  carts  and  wains  were 
seen  advancing  from  the  gates  with  refreshments, 
which  the  heat  of  the  day,  the  length  of  the  march, 
and  columns  of  dust,  as  well  as  the  want  of  water, 
had  rendered  of  the  last  necessity  to  us.    The  sol- 
diers joyfully  mended  their  pace  in  order  to  meet  the 
sooner  with  the  supplies  of  which  they  stood  so  much 
in  need.    But  as  the  cup  doth  not  carry  in  all  ca.«ic8 
the  liquid  treasure  to  the  Ups  for.  which  it  was  in- 
tended, however  much  it  inav  be  longed  for,  what 
was  our  mortification  to  behold  a  cloud  of  Arabs 
issue  at  full  gallop  from  the  wooded  plain,  betwixt 
the  Roman  army  and  the  city,  and  throw  themselves 
upon  the  waggons,  slaying  inc  drivers,  and  making 
havock  and  spoil  of  the  contents!    This,  we  after- 
wards learned,  was  a  body  of  the  enemy,  headed 
by  Varanes,  equal  in  military  fame,  among  those 
infidels,  to  Jczdegerd,  his  slain  brother.    When  this 
chieftain  saw  that  it  was  probable  that  the  Varan- 
gians would  succeed  in  their  desperate  defence  of  the 
pass,  he  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of 
cavalry :  and  as  these  infidels  are  mounted  on  horses 
unmatched  either  in  speed  or  wind,  performed  a  long 
circuit,  traversed  the  stony  ridge  of  hills  at  a  more 


northerly  defile,  and  placed  himself  m  ambuscade  in 
the  wooded  plain  I  have  mentioned,  with  the  hope 
of  making  an  unexpected  assault  upon  the  Einperor 
and  his  army,  at  the  very  time  wliou  they  mignt  be 
supposed  to  reckon  upon  an  undisputed  retreat.  Tliii 
suri>risc  would  certainly  have  taken  places  and  it  ii 
not  easy  to  say  what  might  have  oeen  the  con- 
sec^ueiice,  had  not  the  unexpected  appearance  of  the 
trum  of  waggons  awakened  the  unbridled  rapacity  of 
the  Arabs,  in  spite  of  their  commander's  prudence, 
and  attempts  to  restrain  them.  In  this  manner  the 
proposed  ambuscade  was  discovered. 

"  But  Varanes,  wilhng  still  to  gain  someadvaiitoge 
from  the  raoidity  of  his  movements,  assembled  u 
many  of  his  liorsemeu  us  could  be  coHeeied  from  ihe 
spoil,  and  pushed  forward  towards  the  Romans,  who 
had  stopt  short  on  their  march  at  so  unlookcd  lor  in 
apparition.    There  was  an  uncertainty  and  wavering 
in  our  first  tanks  which  made  their  hesitation  known 
even  to  8r>  poor  a  judge  of  military  demeanour  ai 
myself.    On  the  contrary,  the  Varangians  joint^  in 
a  unanimous  cry  of '  Bills'*  (that  is,  in  their  laiuniafle, 
battle-axes)  '  to  the  front !'  and  the  EnunTor  s  inuiii 
gracious  will  ncccxling  to  their  valorous  desire,  tbej 
presseil  forward  from  the  rear  to  the  head  of  the 
column.    I  can  hardlv  say  how  this  monupuvre  wis 
executed,  but  it  was  (loubtless  by  the  wise  dircciioni 
of  my  most  serene  father,  distinguished  for  hi»  pre- 
sence of  inind  upon  such  aiiTicult  occasions.    It  wa», 
no  doubt,  much  facilitated  by  the  giKxl-will  of  the 
troops  themselves ;  the  Roman  bands,  called  the-  Im- 
mortals, showing,  as  it  seemcil  to  ino,  no  less  dfsiie 
to  fall  into  the  rear,  than  did  the  Varangians  lo  oc- 
cupy the  places  which  the  immortals  left  vacant  in 
front.    The  mancBuvre  was  so  happily,  executed,  thtt 
l)€fore  Varanes  and  his  Arabs  had  arrived  at  tlu-  van 
of  our  troops,  they  found  it  uucuiued  by  the  iutkxible 
Kuard  of  nortiheia  soldiers.    1  might  have  seen  with 
my  own  eyes,  and  caiU^  upon  them  as  sure  e-vi- 
dcnces  of  that  which  chanced  upon  the  occobiuii. 
But  to  confess  the  truth,  my  e^'es  were  little  ustd  to 
look  upon  such  toghts ;  for  of  \  aranes's  charge  1  r>nlf 
beheld,  as  it  were,  a  thick  cloud  of  dust  rnpldlir 
driven  forward,  through  wliich  were  aeen  th«  flitter- 
ing points  of  lances,  and  the  waving  pliiine&  of  tur- 
baned  cavaliers  imperfectly  visible.    The  lecbir  wu 
so  loudly  uttered,  that  I  was  scarcely  aware  that 
kettle-drums  ana  brazen  cymbals  were  sounding 
in  concert  with  it.     But  this  wild  and  outragMUi 
storm  was  met  as  efiectually  as  if  cncuimtertdby  a 
rock. 

"The  Varangians,  unshaken  by  the  furious charfB 
of  the  i^Vrabs,  received  horse  and  rider  with  a  shower 
of  blows  from  their  massive  battle-axes,  which  the 
bravest  of  the  enemy  could  not  face,  nor  the  stronKert 
endure.  The  guards  strengthened  their  ranks  amt 
by  the  hindmost  pressing  so  close  upon  those  thil 
went  before,  after  the  manner  of  the  ancient  Mace- 
donians, that  the  fine-limbed,  though  slight  stettU 
of  these  Idumeans  could  not  make  the  least  inrotd 
upon  the  northern  phalanx.  The  bravest  men,  the 
most  gallant  horses,  fell  in  the  first  rank.  IV 
weighty,  thoimh  short,  horse  javelins,  flung  fromdK 
rear  ranks  of^the  brave  Varangians  with  good  lin 
and  sturdy  arm,  completed  the  confusion  of  the  u* 
sailants,  who  turned  their  back  m  afiright,  and  flsi 
from  the  field  in  total  confusion. 

"The  enemy  thus  repulsed,  wc  proceeded  od  ooi 
march,  and  only  halted  when  we  recovered  our  half- 
plundered  waggons.  Here,  also,  some  invidtous  re- 
marks were  made  by  certain  officers  of  the  interioi 
of  the  household,  who  had  been  on  duty  over  Ac 
stores,  and  having  fled  from  their  posts  on  the  as- 
sault of  the  infidels,  had  only  returned  upon  tbsu 
being  repulsed.  These  men,  quick  in  malice,  thooiPi 
slow  in  perilous  service,  reported  that,  on  this  ooeS' 
sion,  the  Varangians  so  far  forgot  their  duty  as  W 
consume  a  part  of  the  sacred  wine  leaerred  fior  the 
iiiilHjrial  lii)S  alone.  It  would  be  criminal  to  dof 
that  this  was  a  great  and  culpable  oversight;  nwy 
thelcss,  our  imperial  hero  passed  it  over  as  a  partor 
ableofTeiice;  remarking,  m  a  jesting  msnner,  v 

*  VillehBrdouin  njra,  "  Lri  Jka|loaa  et  Daaoii  mAl  I 
battoiont  tree  louraMcAiaL" 
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he  had  drank  the  ail^  at  they  termed  it,  of  his 

mqr  gnerd.  the  Yarangiane  had  acquired  a  right  to 
optneh  the  toirat  and  to  relieve  the  fatigue,  which 
nesr  had  nodergone  that  day  in  his  defSsncc,  though 
Aaf  need  for  theee  puipoees  the  aacred  contents  of 
iIh  imperial  ceUar. 

"In  the  mean  time,  the  cavalry  of  the  army  were 
deepatehed  in  pursuit  of  the  fugitive  Arabs ;  and  hav- 
jpm  ancoeeded  in  driving  them  behind  the  chain  of 
mUa  which  had  ao  recently  divided  them  from  the 
Romans,  the  imperial  arms  might  justly  be  consid- 
iiad  aa  naving  obtained  a  complete  and  glorious 
victofT. 

**  We  are  now  to  mention  the  rejoicings  of  the  citi- 
8  of  Laodioea.  who,  having  witness^  from  their 
rta,  with  alternate  fear  and  hope,  the  fluctua- 
aof  tne  battle,  now  descended  to  congratulate 
(be  imperial  conqueror." 

Hare  the  fair  narrator  was  interrupted.  The  prin- 
cipal entrance  of  the  apartment  new  open,  noisn- 
leaaly  indeed,  but  with  both  folding  leaves  at  once, 
BOt  aa  if  to  accomniodate  the  entrance  of  an  ordi- 
lary  courtier,  studying  to  create  as  little  disturbance 
Bi  poaiiblei  but  as  if  there  was  entering  a  person,  who 
ranked  ao  nigh  as  to  make  it  indifferent  how  much 
■nantion  was  drawn  to  his  motions.  It  could  only 
be  one  bom  in  the  purple,  or  nearly  allied  to  it,  to 
whom  auch  freedom  was  lawful;  and  most  of  the 
lyuaia,  knowing  who  were  likely  to  appear  in  that 
TmBpw  of  the  Muses,  anticipate  from  the  degree 
of  beatle^  the  arrival  of  Nicephorus  Briennius,  the 
■m-in-law  of  Alexius  Comnenus,  the  husband  to  the 
hir  hkitorian,  and  in  the  rank  of  Cssar,  which  how- 
Bwar  did  not  at  that  period  imply,  as  in  eariy  ages, 
the  dignity  of  second  person  in  the  empire.  The 
policf  of  Alexius  had  interposed  more  than  one  per- 
nn  of  condition  between  the  Caesar,  and  his  original 
ikhta  and  rank,  which  had  once  been  second  to 
tfioaeonly  of  the  Emperor  himself. 
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-'til  no  sunny  ihower, 
in  Um  moMt  biwut  or  March  or  April, 
QthmbIi  u  parchad  dumincr  cooU  his  lip  with  : 
Bnvwi's  windows  are  flung  wide :  the  inmost  deeps 
Call  In  lioarse  freetuif  one  upon  another  ; 
Od  eoines  ttie  nuitd  in  all  its  fosming  horrors, 
And  wtMre's  the  dilce  shall  stop  it ! 

The  Deluge,  c  Poem. 

1^  disUnguished  individual  who  entered  was  a 
BBhie  Checian,  of  stately  presence,  whose  habit  was 
aioned  with  every  mark  of  dignity,  saving  those 
vhieh  Alexius  had  declared  sacred  to  the  Emperor's 

raparaon.  and  that  of  the  Scbastocrator,  whom 
had  eacaolished  as  next  in  rank  to  the  head  of  the 
M^be.  Nicephorus  Briennius,  who  was  in  the 
Uoom  of  ToutfaL  retained  all  the  marks  of  that  manly 
bMolf  which  had  made  the  match  acceptable  to 
Aaaa  Coronena ;  while  political  considerations,  and 
oedaare  of  attaching  a  powerful  house  as  fnendly 
iiharenta  of  the  throne,  recommended  the  union  to 
AeEmparor. 

We  baTe  already  hinted  that  the  royal  bride  had, 
though  in  nojareat  degree,  the  very  doubtfiil  advan  tage 
«f  yaara.  Of  her  literary  talents  we  have  seen 
IskaoB.  Yet  it  was  not  believed  by  those  who  best 
knew,  that,  with  the  aid  of  those  claims  to  respect, 
Abba  Comnena  was  successful  in  possessing  the 
^llfta^ifmA  attachment  of  her  handsome  husbandT  To 

St  her  with  apparent  neglect,  her  connexion  with 
crown  rendered  impossible ;  while,  on  the  other 
d,  the  power  of  Nicephorus's  family  was  too 
oaat  to  p^mit  his  being  dictated  to  even  by  the 
{baperor  himeelf.  He  was  possessed  of  talents,  as 
t  waa  believed,  calculated  both  for  war  and  peace. 
Hii  advice  waa,  therefoie,  listened  to,  and  his  assist- 
■os  required,  so  that  he  claimed  complete  hberty 
vith  reaoect  to  his  own  time,  which  he  sometimes 
Mfd  with  leaa  regular  attendance  upon  the  Temple 
•f  the  Mnaea,  than  the  ffoddess  of  the  place  thought 
Mndf  entitled  to,  or  than  the  Empress  Irene  was 
wpoied  to  exact  on  the  part  of  her  daughter.  The 
UNa-humoored  Alexius  observed  a  sort  of  neutrality 

4A 


in  this  matter,  and  kept  it  as  much  as  possible  from 
becoming  visible  to  the  public,  conscious  that  it  re- 
quired the  whole  united  strength  of  his  family  to 
maintain  his  place  in  so  agitated  an  empire. 

He  pressed  his  son-in-law's  hand,  as  Nicephorus, 
passing  his  father-in-law's  seat,  bent  his  knee  in 
token  of  homage.  The  constrained  manner  of  the 
Empress  indicated  a  mora  cold  reception  of  her 
son-in-law,  while  the  fair  muse  herself  scarcely 
deigned  to  signify  her  attention  to  his  arrival,  when 
her  handsome  mate  assumed  the  vacant  seat  by  her 
side,  which  wc  have  already  made  mention  of. 

There  was  an  awkward  pause,  during  which  the 
imperial  son-in-law,   coldly  received  wTicn  he  ex- 

{)ected  to  be  welcomed,  attempted  to  enter  into  some 
ight  conversation  with  the  fair  slave  Astartc,  who 
knelt  behind  her  mistress.  This  was  interrupted  by 
the  Princess  commanding  her  attendant  to  enclose 
the  manuscript  within  its  appropriate  casket,  and 
convey  it  with  her  own  hands  to  the  cabinet  of  ApoUo, 
the  usual  scene  of  the  Princess's  studies,  as  the  Tem- 

f»le  of  the  Muses  was  that  commonly  dedicated  to 
ler  recitations. 

The  Emperor  himself  was  the, first  to  break  an 
unoleasant  silence.  '*  Fair  son-in-law,"  he  said, 
**  though  it  now  wears  something;  late  in  the  night, 
you  will  do  yourself  wron;^  if  vou  permit  our  Ajina 
to  send  away  that  volume,  with  which  thic  company 
have  been  so  delect  ably  entertained  that  they  may 
well  say,  that  the  desert  hath  produced  roses,  and  the 
barren  rocks  have  poured  fourth  milk  and  honey,  so 
agreeable  is  the  narrative  of  a  toilsome  and  danger- 
ous campaign,  in  the  language  of  our  daut^hter." 

"The  Caesar,"  said  the  Empress,  "  seems  to  Lave 
little  taste  for  such  dainties  as  this  family  can  pro- 
duce. He  hath  of  late  repeatedly  absented  himself 
from  this  Temple  of  the  Muses,  and  found  doubtless 
more  agreeable  conversation  and  amusement  else- 
where. 

•*  I  trust,  madam,"  said  Nicephorus,  "  that  rav 
taste  may  vindicate  mc  from  the  charge  ini.ilied. 
But  it  is  natural  that  our  sacred  father  should  be 
moHt  deli;^htcd  with  the  milk  and  honey  which  is 
produced  tor  his  own  special  use." 

The  Princess  spoke  in  the  tone  of  a  handsome 
woman  offended  by  her  lover,  and  feehng  the  offence, 
yet  not  indisposed  to  a  reconciliation. 

"  If,"  she  said,  "  the  deeds  of  Nicephorus  Brien- 
nius are  less  frequently  celebrated  in  that  poor  roll  of 
parchment  than  those  of  my  illustrious  father,  he 
must  do  mc  the  justice  to  remember  that  such  waa 
his  own  special  request ;  cither  oroceeding  from  that 
modesty  which  is  justly  ascribed  to  hhn  an  serving  to 
soften  and  adorn  nis  other  ottributos,  or  because  he 
with  justice  distrusts  his  wife's  power  to  compose 
their  eulogium." 

"We  wU  then  summon  back  Astartc"  :aid  the 
Empress.  "  who  cannot  yet  have  carried  her  oHering 
to  tno  cabinet  of  Apollo. 

"  With  your  imperial  pleasure,"  said  Nicephorus, 
"  it  might  incense  the  Pythian  god  were  a  deposit  to 
be  recalled  of  which  he  alone  can  fitly  estimate  the 
value.  1  came  hither  to  speak  with  the  Emperor 
upon  pressing  affairs  of  state,  and  not  to  hold  a 
literary  conversation  with  a  company  which  I  must 
needs  say  is  something  of  a  miscellaneous  descrip- 
tion, since  I  behold  an  ordinary  life-guardsman  in  the 
imperial  circle." 

By  the  rood,  son-in-law,"  said  Alexius,  "  you  do 
this  gallant  man  wrong.  He  is  the  brother  of  that 
brave  Anglo-Dane  who  secured  the  victory  at  Lao- 
dicea  by  his  vahant  conduct  and  death  ;  he  himself 
is  that  Edmund  — or  Edward  — or  Hereward  — to 
whom  we  are  ever  bound  for  securing  the  success  of 
that  victorious  day.  He  was  called  into  our  presence, 
son-in-law,  since  it  imports  that  you  should  know 
so  much,  to  refresh  the  memory  of  my  Follower, 
Achilles  Tatius,  aa  well  as  mine  own,  concerning 
some  transactions  of  the  day  of  which  we  had  be- 
come in  some  degree  oblivious."      ,       .       .        . 

"Truly,  imperial  sir,"  answered  Bncnmus,  '*! 
grieve  that,  by  having  intruded  on  such  important 
researches,  1  may  ha>'c,  in  some  degree,  intercepted 
a  portion  of  that  light  which  is  to  illuminate  futuia 
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ages.  Methinks  that  in  a  battle-field,  fought  under  : 
your  imperial  guidance,  and  that  of  your  j?riat  cap- 
tains, your  evidence  might  well  superstdc  the  testi- 
mony of  such  u  man  as  this.  -  Let  me  know,"  he 
added,  turning  haughtily  to  the  Varangian,  "  what 
particular  thou  cansit  add,  that  is  unnoticed  in  the 
Princess's  narrative  ?" 

The  Varangarian  replied  instantly,  "  Only  tliat 
when  we  made  a  halt  at  the  fountain,  the  musnc  that 
was  there  made  by  the  ladies  of  the  Emperor's  house- 
hold, and  particularly  by  those  two  whom  I  now  be- 
hold, was  the  most  exquisite  tiiat  ever  reached  my 
ears." 

"Hah!  darest  thou  to  Hpeak  so  audacious  an 
opinion  ?"  exclaimed  Nicephorus;  "is  it  for  sui.h  as 
thou  to  suppose  for  a  moment  that  the  music  which 
the  wife  and  daughter  of  the  Emperor  might  conde- 
scend to  make,  was  intended  to  afford  either  matter 
of  pleasure  or  of  criticism  to  every  plebeian  barbarian 
who  might  hear  them  ?  Begone  from  this  place ! 
nor  dare,  on  any  pretext,  again  to  appear  before  mine  ^ 
eyes— under  allowance  always  of  our  imperial  fniher's 
pleasure." 

The  Varangian  bent  his  looks  upon  Achilh'S  Ta- 
tius,  as  the  person  from  whom  he  was  to  take  his 
orders  to  stay  or  withdraw.  Hut  the  Emperor  him- 
self took  up  the  subject  with  considerable  dignity. 

"  Son,"  he  pai<l,  "  we  eaiinof  prrmil  this.  On  ac- 
count of  some  love  quarrel,  as  it  would  seem,  betwixt 
you  and  our  daughter,  you  allow  yours<;lf  strangely 
to  forget  our  imperial  rank,  and  to  order  from  our 
pres<'nce  those  whoin  we  have  pleased  to  call  to  at- 
tend us.  This  is  neither  ri«ht  nor  seemly,  nor  is  it 
our  pleasure  thai  this  same  Herewanl— or  l-Mward  — 
or  whatever  be  his  name — eiihe^  leave  us  at  this  pre- 
sent moment,  or  do  at  any  time  hereafter  rrgulaie 
himself  by  any  commands  save  our  own,  or  thos-e  of 
our  Follower,  Achilles  Tatius.  And  now,  allowing 
this  foolish  affair,  which  1  tliink  wa:4  blown  among 
us  by  the  wind,  to  nass  as  it  came,  without  further 
notice,  we  crave  to  know  the  grave  matters  of  stale 
which  brought  you  to  our  prewnre  at  so  late  an  hour. 
—You  look  again  at  this  Varanr.'iaii.  -NViihhold  noj 
your  words,  1  pray  you,  on  account  of  his  preK'uce; 
for  he  stands  as  nigh  in  our  trust,  and  we  are  con- 
vinced with  as  good  r('asH>n,  as  any  counseUor  who 
has  been  sworn  our  domestic  srnant." 

"To  hear  is  to  obey,"  returned  the  Emperor  s  son- 
m-law,  who  ssawthat  Alexius  was  .somewhat  moved, 
and  knew  that  in  tiich  cases  it  was  neitiier  safe  nor 
expedient  to  drive  him  to  extremity.  "  What  I  havr- 
to  say,"  continued  he,  "nuisi  so  soon  be  public  news, 
that  1!  liltlc  matters  who  hears  it ;  and  yet  the  West, 
so  full  of  stranac  chanKes,  never  sent  to  the  Eastern 
half  of  the  globe  tidings  so  alarming  as  those  I  now 
came  to  tell  your  Imperial  Ilighm.ss.  Europe,  to 
borrow  an  expression  from  this  lady,  who  honours 
me  bv  calling  me  husband,  seems  loosened  from  its 
foundation.^  and  about  to  precipitate  it!*elf  upon 
Asia" 

'*  So  1  did  express  myself,"  said  the  Princess  Anna 
Comnena,  "and,  as  I  trust,  not  altogether  unforei- 
bly,  when  wo  first  hi.ard  that  the  wild  imnulsc  of 
those  restless  barbarians  of  Europe  had  oiiven  a 
tempest  h^  of  a  thousand  nations  upon  our  western 
frontier,  with  the  extravagant  purpos.\  as  they  pre- 
tended, of  p>«j5sessing  thi'mst^lves  of  Syria,  and  the 
holy  places  there  marked  as  the  sefiulehn's  of  pro- 
phets, the  martyrdom  of  saints,  and  the  great  events 
detailed  in  the  blessed  gospel.  But  that  storm,  by  all 
accounts,  hath  burst  and  passc-d  away,  and  we  well 
hoped  that  the  danger  had  gone  wiiH  it.  Devoutly 
shall  we  sorrow  to  hnd  it  otherwise." 

"And  otherwise  we  must  e.xpect  to  find  it,"  said 
her  husband.  " It  is  very  true,  as  rtportid  to  us,  that 
a  huge  body  of  men,  of  low  rank,  and  little  under- 
standing, assumori  arras  at  the  instigation  of  a  mad 
hermit,  and  UK>k  the  road  from  Geirniany  to  Hun- 
garj',  expecting  miraclrs  to  be  wrought  m  tlieir  fa- 
vour, as  when  Israel  was  giiidrxJ  through  the  wilder- 
ness by  a  pillar  of  flame  and  a  cloud.  But  no 
sliowers  of  manna  or  of  quails  relieved  their  necessi- 
ties, or  proclainnnl  them  the  chosen  people  of  God. 
^o  waters  guslied  from  the  rock  for  their  refresh- 


ment. They  were  enraged  at  their  entferingi,  and 
endeavoured  to  obtain  supplies  by  pdlagiiig  the  coun- 
try. The  Hungarians,  and  other  nations  on  our 
western  t^ron tiers,  Christians,  like  themseKes,  did  nut 
hesitate  to  fall  upon  this  (lisordcrly  rabble;  and  im- 
mense piles  of  bones,  in  wild  passes  and  unfrequent- 
ed deserts,  attest  the  calamitous  defeats  whii*h  ixtir 
pa  ted  these  unholy  pilgrims." 

"  All  this,"  said  the  Emperor,  '*  we  knew  before;- 
but  what  new  evil  now  threatens,  since  we  ha>e 
already  escaped  eo  important  a  oneT' 

"  Knew  before  7"  said  the  Prince  Nicephoru*. 
*'  We  knew  nothing  of  our  real  danrcr  bet'ore,  Mvt 
that  a  wild  herd  of  animals  as  bnitai  and  as  furic-us 
as  wild  bulLs.  thnaunetl  to  bend  their  way  to  a  pas- 
ture for  which  they  had  formcil  a  faiicy,  and  dnlugoi 
the  Grecian  empire,  and  its  vicinity,  in  their  pafet-Bge. 
expecting  that  Palestine,  with  its  streams  of  luilk 
and  honey,  once  more  awaited  them,  as  God's  prr- 
dcstineil  people.  But  so  wild  and  diso.'derly  an  inva- 
sion had  no  terrors  for  a  civilized  nation  Uke  the  Ro- 
mans. The  brute  herd  was  terrified  bv  our  Greek 
fire ;  it  was  snared  and  shot  down  by  tiie  wild  nt- 
tions  who,  while  they  pretend  to  independence,  cover 
our  frontier  us  with  a  protecting  fortification.  The 
vile  nudtitude  has  been  consumed  even  by  the  very 
quality  of  the  provLsions  throvv-n  in  their  way ;— tln«e 
wise  means  of  rtsisrance  which  were  at  onu:  j^uc- 
gesttd  by  the  paternal  care  of  the  Emperor,  and  by 
his  unfailing  policy.  Thus  wisdom  has  played  ii« 
part,  and  the  bark  over  which  the  tempest  had  pour- 
ed its  thunder  has  escaped,  notwithstanding  all  I'.a 
violence.  But  the  second  storm,  by  which  the  former 
is  so  closely  followed,  19  of  (i  new  descent  of  these 
western  nations,  more  formidable  than  any  which 
we  or  our  fathers  have  yet  been.  This  consists  no' 
of  the  ignorant  or  of  the  fanatical— not  of  the  bsfi-. 
the  neidy,  and  the  improvident.  Now,— all  that  vide  • 
Europe  possesses  of  what  is  wise  and  worthy,  brave 
and  noble,  are  uniteil  by  the  most  religious  vow^iQ 
the  same  purpose." 

"And  what  is  that  puriM)8C?  Speak  plainly."  t^aiii 
Alexius.  "  The  dei^truction  of  our  whole  Roman  f  ni- 
pire,  and  the  blotting  out  the  very  name  of  its  ch-ef 
from  among  the  princes  of  the  earth,  among  wbich 
it  has  long  been  predominant,  can  alone  be  anadt* 
quate  motive  for  a  confederacy  such  as  thy  fcpccvu 
infers." 

^  "  No  such  design  is  avowed,"  said  Niccphorcs; 
"  and  so  many  princes,  wise  men,  and  fetalesmen  of 
eminence,  aim,  it  is  pretended,  at  nothing  else  then 
the  same  extravagant  purpose  announced  by  the 
brute  multitude  who  first  apjK-ared  in  these  regions. 
Here,  most  gracious  Emperor,  is  a  scrolK  in  ichieb 
you  will  find  marked  down  a  list  of  the  Various  ar- 
mies, which,  by  different  routes,  are  api/roachmg  the 
vicinity  of  the  emoire.  Behold.  Hugh  of  Veniian- 
dois,  called  from  nis  dignity,  Hugh  the  Great,  hi> 
set  sail  from  the  shores  of  Italy.  Twenty  knight* 
have  already  announced  their  coming,  sheatbed  in 
armour  of  steel,  inlaid  with  gold,  bearmg  tliie  proud 
greeting:— *  Let  the  Emperor  of  Greece,  and  hie  lieu- 
tenants, understand  that  Hugo,  Earl  of  Vermandoi:. 
is  approaching  his  territories.  He  is  brother  to  the 
king  of  kings— The  King  of  France,*  namely— and 
is  attended  by  the  flower  of  the  French  nobdity.  He 
bears  the  blessed  banner  of  St.  Peter,  intrusted  to  ha 
victorious  care  by  the  holy  successor  of  the  opu«t]<!. 
and  warns  thee  of  all  this,  that  thou  mayst  proiide 
a  rrceplion  suitable  to  his  rank.'  " 

"Here  are  sounding  words,'*  said  the  Emperur: 
"  but  the  wind  which  whistles  loudest  is  not  always    ' 
most  dangerous  to  the  vcMel.    We  know  Borrcthiai!    > 
of  this  nation  of  France,  and  have  heard  more.  Tht^' 
are  as  petulant  at  least  as  they  are  valiant:  »e  *":■-'  , 
flatter  their  vanity  till  we  get  time  and  opportmiii;' 
for  more  effectual  defence.    Tunh  !  if  words  can  pa* 
debt,  there  is  no  fear  of  our  exchequer  beromioginici- 

*  Ducnncp  piiuraout  a  whoio  onan  of  ■uthoritiM  lo  tbo*     - 
that  ilio  King  of  Franco  wai  in  thotfe  dayi  atjled  Kfi.lT^* 
of  eminence,    r^  hii  note*  on  ttie  Atesiad.    AnnaoiiBan*  ■    ^ 
her  Iiiittnry  niakiti  Huf  h  of  Verniandoia  iLMHiim>  to  himiel/'i-'i-; 
titlcR  which  could  only,  in  the  mo«t  eDUiuaiastir  FimrltB-ii- ' 


opinion,  liavc  beon  clajoied  bjr  hu  elder  brolhrr,  ilie  nifcaf 
monarciL 
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tent.— What  follown  here,  Nicephorus?    A    list,  I 
n|;|po«e.  of  the  followers  of  this  great  count  ?" 

'  My  liege,  no  I''  answered  Niccphorus  Brlonnius ; 
S3  many  independent  chiefe,  as  your  Irnperinl  Hiajh- 
neM  »ees  in  that  meinorial,  so  many  independent 
European  armies  are  advancing  by  dlfi'erent  routes 
towards  the  East,  and  announce  tho  con<juest  of 
Palestine  from  liie  infidels  as  their  coinniori  ol>jjTt." 

"A  dreadful  enumeration,'*  said  xhc:  Enij>oror,  as 
he  penised  the  list;  "vet  so  far  hnppv,  thai  its  very 
Jenfi^h  asffure?  us  of  the  imporfrihiliiy  that  ro  many 
pr.ncew  can  be  seriouslv  and  consistently  imited  in  so  ' 
wild  a  project.  Thus  already  my  eyes  oatrh  tin?  well- 
known  name  of  an  old  friend,  our  enf.Miiy  -fur  such 
are  the  alternate  chances  of  ne^re  and  war — Hohe- 
mond  of  Antioch.    Is  not  he  the  son  of  the  cnjehrated 
Robert  of  Apulia,  so  rcnownod  among  his  country- 
men, who  raised  himself  to  the  rank  "of  grand  duke 
from  a  simple  cavalier,  and  became  sovereijfn  of  those 
of  his  warlike  nation,  both  in  Sicily  and  Italy  ?    Did 
not  the  standards  of  the  German  Emperor,  of  the 
Roman  Pontiff,  nay,  our  own  imperial  banners,  give 
way  before  him;  until,  equally  a  wily  statesman  and 
a  brave  warrior,  he  became  the  terror  of   Europe,  , 
from  being  a  kni;;ht  vvhosi.'  Norman  casile  wcMild  i 
have  been  easily  garrisoned  by  six  crossbows,  and  as  ! 
many  lances  ?    It  is  a  dreadful  family,  a  race  of  craft  | 
ni  well  as  power.    But  Bohcmond,  the  son  of  old  ' 
Robert,  will  follow  his  father's  politics.    He  mav  talk  I 
of  Palestine  and  of  the  interests  of  Chrisif.'ndom,  but 
if  I  can  make  his  interests  the  sam'^  with  mine,  he  is 
not  likely  to  be  miided  by  any  othr'r  ohje«;t.     So,  then, 
uith  the  knowledge  I  alreadv  possess  of  his  wishes  ' 
and  projects,  it  may  chance  that  Heaven  sends  u«»  an 
ally  m  tnesuiseof  an  enemy.— Whom  have  we  next? 
Godfrey*  Duke  of  Bouillon  —lendinz,  I  see.  a  most 
formidable  band  from  the  banks  of  a  huge  river  called 
the  Rhine.    What  is  this  pcr.^on's  character?" 

"As  we  hear,"  replied  Nicephonis,  "this  Goilfrej- 
uoneof  the  wisest,  noblest,  and  bravest  of  the  lead- 
ers who  have  thus  strangely  put  themselves  in  mo- 
tion; and  among  a  list  of  independent  princes,  as 
many  in  number  as  those  who  nssembled  for  the 
UBffe  of  Troy,  and  followed,  most  of  tliem,  by  sub- 1 
jecta  ten  times  mor^  nmniTuu.**.  this  (Godfrey  may  he  ■ 
regarded  as  the  .\gnmeri];ion.  Thn  princes  aii:!  counts  : 
nieem  him,  because  he  is  the  foremost  in  the  rank^^ : 
of  those  whom  they  fantasticallv  call  Knigliis,  and  ; 
also  on  account  of  the  ^ood  faith  and  generosity  '< 
which  he  practices  in  all  his  transactions.  Thoclrr^y 
give  him  credit  for  the  highest  zeal  for  tlip  doctrines 
of  religion,  and  a  correspon  lin;;  rfsnect  fir  the  church 
and  its  dignitaries.    Justice,  liberality  and  frankness, 
Iwve  equally  attached  to  this  Godfrey  the  lower  cla«<s 
(tf  the  people.     His  general  attention  to  moral  obli<ra- 
ttonw  is  a  pledji^'  to  them  ihnt  his  rr-ljgion  is  real ;  and, 
^pfted  wim  so  much  that  is  excellint,  he  is  alrendy,  . 
although  inferior  in  rank,  birth  and  power,  to  many  . 
chiefs  of  the  enis.ide.  justly  regarded  as  one  of  its 
principal  leaders.'' 

"Pity."  said  the  Emperor,  "that  a  character  such 
M  you  describe  this  Prince  to  be,  should  be  under  the 
dominion  of  a  fanaticism  scarce  worthy  of  Peter  the 
Hermit,  or  the  clownish  multitude  which  lu*  Ir'd,  or 
rfthe  very  ass  which  hr*  rode  uponlvvhich  I  am  apt 
(0 think  tne  wisest  of  tlic  first  multitude  whom  we 
beheld,  seeinsr  that  it  ran  away  t«)wnrds  Europ.^  as 
■oon  as  water  and  barley  became  sen  re  •.'* 

"Might  I  be  permitted  here  to  sp  ak,  nnd  yet  live," 
nid  Aielasies,  **  I  would  remark,  thnt  the  Patriarch 
himsf.'lf  made  a  similar  retreat  as  eoon  as  blows 
became  plenty  and  focrl  scarce."  • 

"Thou  hast  hit  it,  ,A'4».'l««trs,"  said  the  Emneror:  , 
''but  the  question  now  i«?,  whether  on  hononrablr  and  ' 
important  principality  could  not  be  formed  out  of  part  j 
of  the  provinces  of  the  LH.*><»er  Asia,  now  laid  waste  | 
by  the  Turks.     Such  a  principality,  methinks,  with  its  i 
various  advantages  of  8')il,  climate,  in'lustrious  inha- 
bitants, and  a  healthy  aimosphiTi?,  wore  wrll  worth 
the  morasses  of  Bouillon      It   mi^ht  be  held  as  a 
dependence  upon  the  sacred  Roman  empire,  and  gar- 

•  Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  Duke  or  Lowor  Lorrninfl- tlir  (cn*al 
OiptaiD  of  the  flnt  Crunadp.  oitftrwo'clH  Kinip  uf  Joniwalcm 
8a«  Oibboo.<-or  Milla,  patsim. 


risoned,  as  it  were,  bv  Godfrey  and  his  victorious 
Franks,  would  be  a  bulwark  on  that  point  to  our  iust 
and  sirred  person.  Ha  !  most  holy  patriarch,  would 
not  such  a  prospect  shake  the  most  devout  Cnisader^s 
attachment  to  the  burning  sands  of  Palestine?" 

" Especially,"  answered  the  Patriarch,  "if  the 
prince  for  whom  such  a  rich  themt*  was  changed 
mto  a  feudal  oppana-.;e,  should  be  previously  con- 
verted to  the  only  tnie  faith,  as  your  Imperial  High- 
n«'ss  uudoiilitedly  means." 

"  Certainly, — most  untiuestionably,"  answered  the 
Erni»eror.  with  a  due  affectation  of  gravity,  notwith- 
standing he  was  internally  conscious  how  often  he 
had  be.  n  compi^'lled,  by  state  necessities,  to  admit, 
not  only  Latin  Christians,  buiManieheans,  and  other 
heretics,  nay  Mahoniedan  barbarians,  into  the  num- 
ber of  hi«  subjects,  and  that  without  experiencing  op- 
position froin  the  scniples  of  the  Patriarch.  "Here 
I  find,"  continued  the  I^mporor,  "  such  a  numerous 
list  of  princes  and  principalities  in  the  act  of  approach- 
ins  our  boundaries,  as  \u\'a\\\  well  rival  the  armies  of 
old,  who  were  said  to  have  drunk  up  rivers,  exhausted 
realms,  and  irodo  down  forests,  in  their  wasteful  ad- 
vance." As  he  pronounced  these  words,  a  shade  of 
paleness  came  over  the  Imrw^rial  brow,  similar  to  that 
which  had  already  clothe*!  in  sadness  most  of  his 
counsellors. 

"  This  war  of  nations,"  said  Nicephonis,  "  has  also 
circumstances  distinguishing:  it  from  every  other,  save 
that  which  his  Imperial  ili^hness  hath  waged  in 
former  times  against  those  whom  we  are  accustomed 
to  call  Franks.  We  must  go  forth  against  a  people 
to  whom  the  strife  of  combat  is  as  the  breath  of  their 
no«!trils;  who,  rather  than  not  be  engaged  in  war, 
will  do  battle  with  their  nean'St  neighbours^  and  chal- 
lenge each  other  to  mortal  fiarht,  as  much  m  sport  as 
we  would  defy  a  comrade  to  a  chariot  race.  They 
are  covered  with  an  impenetrable  armotjr  of  steel,  de- 
fending them  from  blows  of  the  lance  and  sword,  and 
which  the  uncommon  strength  of  their  horses  renders 
them  able  to  supnort,  though  one  of  ours  could  as 
well  bear  Mount  Olympus  upon  his  loins.  Their  foot 
ranks  carry  a  missile  wrapon  unknown  to  us,  termed 
an  arbelast,  or  crossbow.  It  is  not  drawn  with  the 
risht  hand,  like  the  bow  of  other  nations,  but  by 
placincr  the  feet  upon  the  weapon  itself,  and  pulling 
wif h  the  whole  force  of  the  body ;  and  it  despatches 
atr.kws  called  bolts,  of  hard  word  pointed  with  iron. 
which  the  strensrth  of  the  bow  can  send  through  the 
strongest  breastplates,  and  even  through  stone  walls, 
where  not  of  imcominon  thickness." 

"  Enough,"  said  the  Emperor ;  "  we  have  seen  with 
our  own  eves  the  lances  of  Frankish  knights,  and  the 
crossbows  of  their  infantry.  If  Heaven  has  allotted 
them  a  degree  of  bravery,  which  to  other  riations 
seems  well  nish  preternatural,  the  Divine  will  baa 
given  to  the  Greek  councils  that  wisdom  which  it 
hath  refusi'd  to  barbarians;— the  art  of  achieving  con- 
quest by  wisdom  rither  than  brute-force,7-obtainin|r 
by  our  .«kill  in  treaty  advantages  which  victory  itself 
could  not  have  procured.  If  we  have  not  the  use  of 
that  dreadful  weapon,  vhich  our  son-in-law  terms 
the  crossbow.  Heaven,  in  its  favour,  has  concealed 
from  these  western  barbarians  the  composition  and 
use  of  the  Greek  fire,  -well  so  called,  since  by  Grecian 
hands  alone  it  is  prepari»d,  and  by  such  only  can  its 
lichtnings  l»e  darted  upon  the  astonished  foe.'  The 
Emperor  paused,  anri  hooked  around  him ;  and,  al- 
thoush  the  faces  of  his  counsellors  still  looked  blank, 
he  boldly  proce«^d<Hl :-"  But  to  return  yet  again  to 
this  black  seroll.  containing  the  names  of  those  na- 
tions who  approaeh  our  frontier,  here  occur  jnore 
than  one  with  which,  methinks.  old  memory  should 
nnkeus  familiar,  tho-ish  mir  recollections  are  distant 
and  confused.  It  becomes  us  to  know  who  these 
men  are.  that  we  may  avail  cjurselves  of  those  feuds 
nnd  quarrels  nmon'-'  them,  which,  Iwinsr  blown  into 
life,  may  hapnilv  .livert  them  from  the  prosecution  of 
this  extraurdinar)'  attempt  in  winch  they  are  now 
united.  Here  is,  for  example,  one  Robert,  styled 
Duke  of  Normandy.  whi»  commands  a  goodly  band 
of  cotmts.  with  which  title  we  are  but  too  well  ac- 
quainteil;  of  carhy  a  word  totally  strange  to  ns,  but 
*  Th<>  province*  wero  called  Thbmb* 
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«pipar«ntly  some  barbaric  title  of  honour ;— and  of 
knightfli  whose  names  are  compounded,  as  we  think, 
chieflsr  of  the  French  language,  but  also  of  another 
jaigon,  which  we  jure  not  ouraelves  competent  to  un- 
derstand. To  you,  most  reverend  and  most  learned 
Patnarch,  we  may  fittest  apply  for  information  on 
this  subject" 

"  The  duties  of  mv  station,"  replied  the  patriarch 
Zosimus,  "  have  withheld  my  riper  years  from  study- 
ing the  history  of  distant  realms;  but  the  wise  Afx- 
tastes,  who  hath  read  as  many  volumes  as  would  nil 
the  shelves  of  the  famous  Alexandrian  library,  can  no 
doubt  satisfy  your  Imperial  Majesty's  inquines." 

Agelastes  erected  himself  on  those  enduring  l^gs 
^hicfa  had  procured  him  the  surname  of  Elephant, 
and  began  a  reply  to  the  inquiries  of  the  Emperor, 
rather  remarkable  for  readiness  than  accuracy.    "  I 
have  read,"  said  he,  "  in  that  brilUant  mirror  which 
reflects  the  time  of  our  fathers,  the  volumes  of  the 
learned  Procopius,  that  the  people  separately  called 
Normans  and  Angles  are  in  truth  the  same  race,  and 
that  Normandy,  sometimes  so  called,  is  in  fact  a  part 
of  a  district  of  Gaul.   Beyond,  and  nearly  opposite  to 
it,  but  separated  by  an  arm  ot  the  sea,  lies  a  ghastly 
ragion.  on  which  clouds  and  tempests  for  ever  rest, 
and  which  is  well  known  to  its  continental  neigh- 
bours as  the  abode  to  which  departed  ^irits  are  sent 
after  this  life.    On  one  skle  of  the  strait  dwell  a  few 
fiahermen,^  men  possessed  of  a  strange  charter,  and 
enjoying  sin^mlar  privileges,  in  consideration  of  their 
beuig  the  livmg  ferrymen  who,  performing  the  office 
of  the  heathen  Charon,  carry  the  spirits  of  the  de- 
parted to  the  island  which  is  their  residence  after 
death.    At  the  dead  of  night,  these  fishermen  are,^  in 
rotation,  summoned  to  perform  the  duty  by  which 
they  seem  to  hold  the  permission  to  reside  on  this 
strange  coast.    A  knock  is  heard  at  the  door  of  his 
coMage  who  holds  the  turn  of  this  singular  service, 
sounded  by  no  mortal  hand.    A  whispering,  as  of  a 
Mcaymg  breeze,  summons  the  ferryman  to  nis  duty. 
He  hastens  to  his  bark  on  the  sea-shore,  and  has  no 
•ooner  launched  it  than  he  perceives  its  hull  sink 
sensibly  in  the  water,  so  as  to  express  the  weight  of 
the  dead  with  whom  it  is  filled.    No  form  is  seen, 
and  though  voices  are  heard,  yet  the  accents  are  un- 
dtttinguisnable,  as  of  one  who  speaks  in  his  sleep. 
Thus  lie  traverses  the  strait  between  the  continent 
and  the  island,  impressed  with  the  mysterious  awe 
which  anects  tne  living  when  they  are  conscious  of 
the  j>resence  of  the  dead.    They  arrive  upon  the  op- 
posite coast,  where  the  clifb  oi  white  chalk  form  a 
•trance  contrast  with  the  eternal  darkness  of  the  at- 
mosphere.   They  stop  at  a  landing-place  appointed, 
but  disembark  not,  for  the  land  is  never  trodden  by 
earthly  feeL     Here  the  passage-boat  is  graduallv 
lightened  of  its  unearthly  inmates,  who  wander  forth 
in  the  way  appointed  to  them,  while  the  mariners 
Mowly  return  to  their  own  side  of  the  strait,  having 
performoi  for  the  time  this  singular  service,  by  which 
they  hold  their  fishing-huts  and  their  possessions  on 
that  strange  coast."    Here  he  c^aed,  and  the  Em- 
peror replied,— 

"  If  this  legend  be  actually  told  us  by  Procopius. 
moat  learned  Agelastes,  it  shows  that  that  celebrated 
matonan  came  more  near  the  heathen  than  the 
l^nstian  belief  respecting  the  future  state.  In  truth, 
thiB  IS  httle  more  than  the  old  fable  of  the  infernal 
Stpt-  Procopius,  we  believe,  lived  before  the  decay 
or  neathentarn,  and.  as  we  would  gladly  disbelieve 
JDUCta  which  he  hath  told  us  respectmg  our  ancestor 
•ndpredecessor  Justinian^  so  we  will  not  pay  him 
much  credit  m  future  in  point  of  geographical  know- 
iadge.--Mean  vvhde,  what  aib  thee,  Achilles  Tatiua, 
u  J°?  ,*•  '"****  whisper  with  that  soldier  7" 
My  head,"  anawered  Achilles  Tatiua,  "  ia  at  your 
irapenal  command,  prompt  to  pay  for  the  unbecom- 
ing trespass  of  my  tongue.  I  did  but  ask  of  this  Here- 
ward  here  what  he  knew  of  this  matter ;  for  I  have 
*  I  Jl^^  Varsngians  repeatedly  call  themselves 
Anglo-Danes,  Nom|anS|  Britons,  or  some  other  bar- 
oanc  epithet,  and  I  tmaiire  that  one  or  other,  or  it 
may  be  all,  of  these  tobarous  sounds,  at  dinerent 
tonea  aerve  to  designate  ihe  birth-place  of  these 
anlea,  too  happy  in  bemg  banished  from  the  dark- 


ness of  barbarianL  to  the  hmunooa  ▼icunty  of  your 
imperial  presence. 

Speak,  then,  Varangian,  in  the  nameof  HeavBo«'* 
said  the  Em|>eror,  "  and  let  us  know  whether  we  an 
to  look  for  friends  or  enemies  in  those  men  of  Nor> 
mandy  who  are  now  approaching  our  frontier. 
Speak  vrith  courage,  man ;  and  if  thou  appvebendeat 
danger,  remember  toon  aerveat  a  priooe  well  quali- 
fied to  protect  thee." 
"  Since  I  am  at  liberty  to  speak,"  answered  the  life- 

Eardsman,  "  although  my  knowledge  of  the  Greek 
iguage,  which  you  term  the  Roman,  ia  hot  aiigd^t.  I 
trust  it  IS  enough  to  demand  of  hia  Imperial  Higli- 
ness,  in  place  of  all  pay,  donativeu  or  sift  whatsoever, 
since  he  has  been  pleased  to  talk  of^rfnainTiing  each 
forme,  that  he  would  place  me  in  the  first  line  of 
battle  which  shall  be  formed  againat  these  aame 
Normana,  and  their  Duke  Robert;  and  if  he  pUmam 
to  allow  me  the  aid  of  such  Varangiana  as,  for  late 
of  me,  or  hatred  of  their  ancient  tjrranta,  roav  be  dia- 
poaed  to  join  their  arms  to  min^  I  have  little  doobt 
so  to  settle  our  long  accounta  with  these  men,  that 
the  Grecian  eagles  and  wolves  shall  do  them  the  Isai 
office,  by  tearing  the  fleah  from  their  bones." 

"What  dreaonil  fieud  is  this,  my  soldier."  said  the 
Emperor,  "  that  after  so  many  yeara  atill  diires  thee 
to  such  extremities  when  the  very  name  of  Normaadr 
is  mentioned  7" 

"Your  Imperial  Highness  ahall  be  jod|&"  said 
the  Varangian.  "  My  fathera,  and  those  oi  moai, 
though  not  all  of  the  corpa  to  whom  I  belong;  are 
descended  from  a  valiant  race  who  dwelt  in  the  north 
of  Germany,  called  Anglo-Saxons.  Nobody,  ssve  a 
priest  possessed  of  the  art  of  consulting  andent 
chronicles,  can  even  gueas  how  long  it  ia  amoe  tfanr 
came  to  the  island  of  Britain,  then  distracted  wztn 
civil  war.  They  came,  however,  on  the  petition  of  the 
natives  of  the  island,  for  the  aid  of  the  Angles  was  is> 
quested  by  the  southern  inhabitants.  Provinces  was 
gran  ted  in  recompense  of  the  aid  thus  liberally  afibrded 
and  the  greater  proportion  of  the  ialand  became,  by 
degrees  the  property  of  the  Ang^o- Saxons,  who 
occupied  it  at  first  as  several  principalities,  and  lat- 
terly aa  one  kingdom,  speaking  the  langnage,  and 
observing  the  laws,  of  most  of  those  who  now  fions 
vour  imperial  body-guard  of  Varangians,  or  ezilea. 
In  process  of  time,  the  Northmen  oecame  knows 
to  the  people  of  the  more  southern  climates.  They 
were  so  called  from  their  coming  from  the 
regiona  of  the  Baltic  Sea— an  immsose 
sometimes  frozen  with  ice  aa  hard  as  the 

Mount    Caucasus.     Tliey    came    m^^^ing 

regiona  than  nature  had  assigned  them  at  bocae: 
and  the  climate  of  France  being  deliaJbtliiL.  ana 
its  people  slow  in  battle,  they  extorted  nom  thea 
the  grant  of  a  large  province,  which  wa^  fitxa  tht 
name  of  the  new  settlers,  called  Normandy,  tfaoa|^ 
I  have  heard  my  father  say  that  was  not  its  ptorer 
appellation.  Tliey  aettled  there  under  a  Dok^  whs 
ackowledaed  the  auperior  authority  of  the  Kmg  tf 
France,  that  is  to  say.  obeying  him  when  it 
his  convenience  so  to  do. 

"Now,  it  chanced  many  yeara  since  while 
two  nadons  of  Normans  and  Anglo- Saxons 
quietly  residing  upon  difTerent  sides  of  the  salt-i 
channel  wfaicn  divides  France  from  Sngland, 
William,  Duke  of  Normandy,  suddenly  levied  a 

army,  came  over  to  Kent,  which  is  on  the  opf^ 

aide  of  the  channel,  and  there  dcdested,  in  a  091 
battle,  Harold,  who  was  at  that  time  Cng  of  d» 
Anglo-Saxons.    It  is  but  grief  to  tell  what  mOo««i 
Battles  have  been  fought  m  old  time,  that  have  ksd 
dreadful  reeullsovhich  yeara,  neyertbae8a,ooaU  waA 
away;  but  at  Heatings,— O  woe*s  me! — the  bsBSff 
of  my  country  fell,  never  again  to  be  raised  10.    Op- 
preaaion  haa  driven  her  wheel  over  os.    All  mat  wai 
valiant  amongst  us  have  lef^  the  land ;  and  of  E^ 
liafamen— for  such  is  our  proper  designation — so  cm 
remaina  in  England  save  aa  the  thrall  of  the  inva- 
ders.   Many  men  o^Danish  descent,  who  hsd  I 
their  way  on  different  occasions  to  England, 

blended  in  the  common  calamity.  AO  was  laid  1 

late  by  the  command  of  the  victors.    My  tehff't 
home  liea  now  an  undistingiiished  mm,       *  * 
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iflonYe  forest,  composed  oat  of  what  were  fonnerl7 
fiiir  fields  aod  domestic  pastures,  where  a  manly 
nee  derived  nourishment  by  cultivating  a  friendly 
soQ.  The  fire  has  destroyed  the  church  where  sleep 
the  fathers  of  niy  race ;  and  I,  the  last  of  their  line, 
am  a  wanderer  m  other  climates— a  fighter  of  the 
battles  of  others— the  servant  of  a  foreign,  though  a 
kind  master;  in  a  word,  one  of  the  banished— a  Va- 
rannan." 

"Happier  in  that  station,"  said  Achilles  Tatius, 
"  than  m  all  the  barbaric  simplicity  which  your  fore- 
fathere  prized  so  highly,  since  ^ou  are  now  under  the 
cheering  influence  of  that  smile  which  is  the  life  of 
the  world." 

"  It  avails  not  talking  of  this,"  said  the  Varangian, 
with  a  cold  gesture. 

"These  Normana^"  saul  the  Emperor,  "are  then 
the  people  by  whom  the  celebrated  uland  of  Britain 
.is  now  conquered  and  governed  V* 

"  It  is  but  too  true,"  answered  the  Varangian. 
"They  are,  then,  a  brave  and  warlike  people?" — 
said  Alexius. 

"It  would  be  base  and  false  to  say  otherwise  of  an 
eQemy,"-said  Hereward.    "Wrong  have  they  done 
mc,  and  a  wrong  never  to  be  atoned ;  but  to  speak 
fiJsehood  of  them  were  but  a  woman's  vengeance. 
Mortal  enemies  as  they  are  to  me,  and  mingling  with 
all  my  recollections  as  that  which  is  hateful  and 
odious,  yet  were  the  troops  of  Europe  mustered,  as  it 
seems  tney  are  likely  to  be,  no  nation  or  tribe  dared 
in  gallantry  claim  the  advance  of  the  haughty  Nor- 
man." 
"And  this  Duke  Robert,  who  is  he  7" 
"That."  answered  the  Varangian,  I  cannot  so 
well  eitplain.    He  is  the  son— the  eldest  son,  as  men 
say,  of  the  tyrant  William,  who  subdued  England 
when  I  hardly  existed,  or  was  a  child  in  the  cradle. 
Tliat  William,  the  victor  of  Hastings,  is  now  dead, 
we  are  aasuored  by  concurring  testimony :  but  while 
it  seems  his  eldest  son  Duke  Kobert  has  become  his 
heir  to  the  Duchy  of  Normandy,  some  other  of  his 
diildren  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  acquire  the 
throne  of  England,— unless,  indeed,  Uke  the  petty 
farm  of  some  obscure  yeoman,  the  fair  kingdom  has 
been  divided  amonf<  the  tyrant's  issue  " 

**  Concerning  this,"  said  the  Emperor,  "  we  have 
heard  something;  which  we  shall  try  to  reconcile 
with  the  soldiers  narrative  at  leisure,  holding  the 
words  of  this  honest  Varangian  as  positive  proof,  in 
whatsoever  he  avera  from  his  own  knowledge.— And 
now,  my  grave  and  worthy  counsellors,  we  must  close 
this  evening's  service  in  the  Temple  of  the  Muses, 
this  distressing  news,  brought  us  by  our  dearest  son- 
ift-law  the  Caesar,  having  induced  us  to  prolong  our 
worehip  of  these  learned  goddesses,  deeper  into  the 
awht  tnan  is  consistent  with  the  health  or  our  beloved 
wue  and  daughter ;  while,  to  ourselves,  this  intelU- 
ffenoe  brings  subject  for  grave  deliberation." 

'The  courtiera  exhausted  their  ingenuity  in  forming 
the  most  ingenious  prayers,  that  all  evil  consequences 
should  be  averted  which  could  attend  this  excessive 
rimlance. 

Nieephoras  and  his  fair  bride  spoke  together  as  a 
pair  equally  desirous  to  close  an  accidental  breach 
oetwecn  them.  '*  Some  things  thou  hast  said,  my 
Cesar,"  observed  the  lady,  "  in  detailing  this  dread- 
ibl  intelligence,  as  elegantly  turned  as  if  the  nine 
goddesses,  to  whom  tnis  temple  is  dedicated,  had 
&Dt  each  her  aid  to  the  sense  and  expression."^ 

"  I  need  none  of  their  assistance,"  answered  Nioeph- 
OTUs,  **  since  I  possess  a  muse  or  my  own,  in  whose 
flenius  are  included  all  those  attrioutes  whieh  the 
heathens  vainly  ascribed  to  the  nine  deities  of  Par- 
nassus r* 

'*  It  is  well"  said  the  fair  historian,  retiring  by  the 
assistance  of  her  husband's  arm ;  "  but  if  yoU'Will 
load  your  wife  with  praises  far  beyond  her  merits, 
you  must  lend  her  your  arm  to  support  her  under  the 
weighty  burden  you  have  been  pleased  to  impose.*' 
The  council  parted  when  the  imperial  persona  had 
retired,  and  most  of  them  sought  to  mdemnify  thefn- 

SreB  in  more  free  though  less  dignified  cireles.  fbr 
constraint  whieh  they  had  precdsed  in  the  Tem- 
of  the  Moses. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Vain  nun  I  thou  mafit  ettMm  thy  lore  u  fUr 

Ai  fond  hjrperbolM  lufllee  to  raiM. 

Blie  mar  b«  all  that's  matehlaai  in  bar  panRMi, 

And  all-divine  in  muI  to  match  her  body  t 

But  take  this  from  me— Uiou  ihalt  never  call  bar 

Suporior  to  her  lez,  while  one  MrviTee, 

And  I  am  her  true  votary.— Otf  Ptofr. 

Achilles  Tativs,  with  his  faithful  Varangian 
close  by  his  shoulder,  melted  from  the  dispersing  as- 
sembly silentlj  and  almost  invisibly,  as  snow  is  dis- 
solved from  Its  Alpine  abodes  as  the  days  'become 
more  genial.  No  lordly  Bt&p,  or  clash  of  armour,  be- 
tokened the  retreat  of  the  military  persons.  The  very 
idea  of  the  necessity  of  guards  was  not  ostentatiously 
brought  forward,  because,  so  near  the  presence  of  the 
Emperor,  the  emanation  supposed  to  nit  around  that 
divinity  of  earthly  sovereigns,  had  credit  for  rendering 
it  impassive  and  unassailable.  Thus  the  oldest  and 
most  skilful  courtiers,  among  whom  our  friend  Age- 
lastes  was  not  to  be  forgotten,  were  of  opinion,  that 
although  the  Emperor  employed  the  ministry  of  the 
Varangians  and  other  guanls,  it  was  rather  for 
form's  sake^  than  from  any  danger  of  the  commis- 
sion of  a  cnme  of  a  kind  so  heinous,  that  it  was  the 
faahion  to  account  it  almost  impossible.  And  this 
doctrin&  of  the  rare  occurrence  of  such  a  crime,  was 
repeated  from  mouth  to  mouth  in  those  very  cham- 
bers, where  it  had  oftener  than  once  been  perpetrated, 
and  sometimes  by  the  very  persons  who  monthly 
laid  schemes  for  carrying  some  dark  conspiracy 
against  the  reigning  Emperor  into  positive  execution. 
At  length  the  captain  of  the  lite-guardsmen,  and 
his  faithful  attendant,  found  themselves  on  the  out- 
side of  the  Blacquemal  Palace.  The  passage  which 
Achilles  found  for  their  exit,  was  closed  by  a  postern 
which  a  single  Varangiao  shut  behind  them,  draw- 
ing; at  the  same  time,  bolt  and  bar  with  an  ill-omened 
and  jarring  sound.  Looking  back  at  the  mass  of 
turrets,  battlements,  and  sptree,  out  of  which  they 
had  at  length  emerged,  Hereward  could  not  but  feel 
his  heart  lighten  to  find  himself  once  more  under  the 
deep  blue  of  a  Grecian  heaven,  where  the  planets 
were  burning  with  unusual  lustre.  He  sighed  and 
rubbed  his  hands  with  pleasura  like  a  man  newly 
restored  to  liberty.  He  even  spoke  to  his  leader,  con- 
trary to  his  custom  unless  addressed :~"  Methinks 
the  air  of  yonder  halls,  valorous  Captain,  carries  with 
it  a  perfume,  which,  though  it  may  be  well  termed 
sweet,  is  so  sufibcatin&  as  to  be  more  suitable  to 
sepulchrous  chambers,  than  to  the  dwellings  of  men. 
Happy  I  am  that  I  am  firee,  as  I  trust,  from  its  influ- 
ences." 


II 


VI 


"Be happy,  then/'  said  Achilles  Tatius,  "since thy 
ile,  cloddish  spirit  feels  sufibcation  rather  than 
refreshment  in  gales,  which,  instead  of  causing  death, 
might  recall  the  dead  themselves  to  life.  Yet  this  I 
will  say  for  thee,  Hereward.  that,  born  a  barbarian 
within  the  narrow  circle  or  a  savage's  desires  and 
pleasures,  and  having  no  idea  of  life  save  what  thon 
derivest  nom  such  vue  and  base  connexions,  thoa 
art.  nevertheless,  designed  by  nature  fbr  better  thingib 
and  hast  this  day  sustained  a  trial,  in  which,  I  fear 
me,  not  even  one  of  mine  own  noble  corps,  frozen  as 
they  are  into  lumps  of  unfashioned  barbanty^  oonid 
have  equalled  thy  oearing.  And  speak  now  m  trae 
faith,  hast  not  thou  been  rewarded  7" 

"  That  will  I  never  deny,"  sakl  the  Varangian. 
"  The  pleasure  of  knowing,  twenty-four  houra  per- 
haps before  my  comrades,  that  the  Normans  are 
coming  hither  to  afford  us  a  full  revenge  of  the  bloodv 
day  of  Hastings,  is  a  lordly  rsoompense,  for  the  task 
of  spending  some  hours  in  hesring  the  lengthened 
chat  of  a  lady,  who  has  written  about  she  knows  not 
what,  and  the  ffaittering  commentaries  of  the  by- 
standers, who  pretend  to  give  hrt"  an  accotmt  of  what 
they  did  not  themselves  stop  to.witnws.  , 

"^Hereward,  my  good  youth,"  said  Achilles  Tatin% 
"thou  revest,  and  I  think  I  should  do  well  tpplaos 
thee  under  the  custody  of  some  person  of  skill.  ToQ 
much  hardihood,  my  valiant  soldier,  is  m  soberness 
allied  to  overdanng.  It  was  only  natural  that,  thoa 
shouldst  feel  a  becoming  pride  m  thy  late  positton ; 
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yet.  let  it  but  taint  thee  with  vanity;  and  the  eflect 
wUI  be  little  abort  of  madneaa.  why,  thou  haat 
looked  boldly  in  the  face  of  a  Piinceaa  bom  in  the 
purpleL  before  whom  my  own  eyea.  though  well  uaed 
to  aucn  apectaclea,  are  never  raiaed  beyond  the  fold- 
insaofher  veil." 

So  be  it,  in  the  name  of  Heaven  !"  replied  Here- 
ward.  "  Nevertheleaa,  handsome  facea  were  made 
to  look  upon,  and  the  eyea  of  young  men  to  see 
withal." 

"If  anch  be  their  final  end,"  aaid  Achilles,  "never 
did  thine,  I  will  freely  auppoae,  find  a  richer  apology 
for  the  aomewhat  overbold  licenae  which  thou 
tookeat  in  thy  gaze  upon  the  Prinoeea  this  evening." 

"Good  leader,  or  Follower,  whichever  is  your 
favourite  title,"  aaid  the  Anglo-Briton,  "drive  not  to 
extremity  a  plain  man,  who  deaires  to  hold  his  duty 
in  all  honour'  to  the  impenal  familv.  The  Princeaa, 
wife  of  the  Ceaar,  and  bom,  you  tell  me^  of  a  purple 
colour,  haa  now  inherited,  notwithstandmg,  the  fea- 
turea  of  a  moat  lovely  woman.  She  hath  composed 
•  hiatoiy,  of  which  I  preaume  not  to  form  a  judg- 
ment, amce  I  cannot  nnderatand  it ;  ahe  sings  like 
an  angel ;  and  to  conclude,  aAer  the  fashion  of  the 
knighta  of  this  day— though  I  deal  not  ordinarily 
wiin  their  language— I  would  say  cheerfully,  that  I 
am  ready  to  place  myaelf  in  lista  against  any  one 
whomsoever,  who  daree  detract  fi^om  the  beauty  of 
the  imperial  Anna  Comnena'a  person,  or  from  the 
virtues  of  her  mind.  Having  said  thia,  my  'noble 
captain,  we  have  aaid  all  that  la  competent  for  you  to 
inquire  into,  or  for  me  to  answer.  That  there  are 
handaomer  women  than  the  Princeaa,  is  unquestion- 
able; and  I  question  it  the  less,  that  I  have  myself 
seen  a  peraon  whom  I  think  far  her  superior ;  and 
with  that  let  us  cloae  the  dialogue." 

"Thy  beauty,  thou  unparalleled  fool,"  aaid  Achil- 
lea., "muat.  I  ween,  be  the  daughter  of  the  large- 
bodied  northern  boor,  living  next  door  to  him  upon 
whoae  farm  waa  brought  up  the  peraon  of  an  asa, 
cunt  with  such  intolerable  want  of  judgment." 

"You  mav  aay  yonr  pleaaure.  capuin."  replied 
Hereward  ;  '*  because  it  ia  the  aaier  for  ua  both  that 
thou  canat  not  on  auch  a  topic  either  ofilend  me,  who 
hold  thy  judgment  as  light  aa  thou  canst  esteem 
mine,  or  speak  anv  derogation  of  a  peraon  whom  you 
never  aaw,  but  whom,  tf  you  had  seen,  perchance  I 
might  not  so  patiently  have  brooked  any  reflectiona 
npon.  even  at  the  handa  of  a  military  supenor." 

Achilles  Tatiua  had  a  good  deal  of  the  penetration 
neoeasary  for  one  in  his  aituation.  He  never  pro- 
voked to  extremity  the  daring  apirits  whom  he  com- 
manded, and  never  uaed  any  freedom  with  them 
beyond  the  extent  that  he  knew  their  patience  could 
bear.  Hereward  waa  a  favourite  aoldier,  and  had,  in 
uat  respect  at  leaat,  a  aincere  liking  and  regard  for 
hie  commander:  when,  therefore,  the  Follower, 
fflatsad  of  reaenting  hia  petulance,  good-humouredly 
apol<wixed  for  havmg  hurt  hia  feelmga,  the  momen- 
ta displeaaure  between  them  waa  at  an  end;  the 
officer  at  once  reaaaumed  hia  auperiority,  and  the  aol- 
dier aunk  back  with  a  deep  aigh,  given  to  aome  period 
ylMch  waa  Ions  oaat,  into  hia  wonted  alienee  and 
TBserve. ,  Indeed  the  Follower  had  another  and  fur- 
ttwdeaga  upon  Hereward,  of  which  he  waa  aa  yet 
OD^ung  to  do  more  than  give  a  diaunt  hint 

After  a  long  pause,  during  which  they  approached 
me  barrecka,  a  gloomy  fortified  building  oonatracted 
tor  tbe  reaidenoe  of  their  corpa,  the  captain  motioned 
Ins  toldier  to  dtaw  close  up  to  hia  akie,  and  proceeded 
to™ *¥?*  "  •.confidential  tone—" Hereward,  my 
jnwM,  although  it  is  acaroe  to  be  aoppoeed  that  in  the 
ineeence  of  the  imperial  family  thou  ahouldal  mark 
aoyone  who  did  not  partake  or  their  blood,  or  rather 
M^om«r  haa  It,  who  did  not  participate  of  the  divine 
uftor,  which,  m  their  sacred  peraona,  auppliea  the 
place  of  that  vulgtt  flaki ;  vet,  during  ao  long  an 
audience,  thou  mightK  possibly,  fromhia  unoourtly 
Bcrson  and  attire,  have  diatmguiahed  Ajrelaatea, 
wuom  we  oonrtiera  call  the  Elephant,  from  Ua  atrict 
observation  of  the  rule  which  fbrbkla  any  one  to  ait 
down  or  reat  m  the  Impenal  breaence." 

I  think,"  replied  the  aoldier,  "  I  mailed  the  man 
yoa  mean  I  his  age  waa  aome  seventy  and  upwarda, 


—a  big  burly  peraon ;— and  the  hsMness  which 
reached  to  the  top  of  his  head  waa  well  atoned  fat  by 
a  white  beard  of  prodigioua  eixe,  which  deaeenM  in 
waving  curia  over  hia  breast,  and  readied  to  the 
towel  with  which  hia  loina  were  girded,  instead  of 
the  alken  aaah  need  by  other  persons  of  rank.'* 

"Most  accurately  marked,  my  Varangiaii,"  said 
the  officer.  "  What  elae  didat  thou  note  about  this 
person  7" 

"  Hia  cloak  was  in  its  texture  aa  coarse  as  that  of 
the  meanest  of  the  people,  but  it  was  stripy  dean, 
aa  if  it  had  been  the  intention  of  tbe  wearer  lo  ex- 
hibit poverty,  or  cardeaaneas  and  contempt  of  drMi» 
avoiding,  ai  tne  same  time,  every  par^colar  which  im- 
plied any  thing  negligent,  sordid,  or  diaguating.** 


By  St.  Sophia!'*  aaid  the  officer,  "thou  ■»• 
toniahest  me  I  The  Prophet  Balaam  waa  not  more 
surprised  when  hia  aaa  tuned  round  her  bod 
and  spoke  to  him  ! — And  vdiat  else  dklst  thou  MMe 
concerning  this  man  1  I  aee  those  who  meet  thee 
muat  beware  of  thy  obaervation,  as  wdl  aa  of  ili)^ 
battle-axe." 

"  If  it  pleaae  ycur  Valour,"  answered  the  aokiier, 
"  we  English  have  eyes  aa  well  aa  handa ;  but  it  is 
only  when  discharging  our  duty  that  we  permit  oar 
tonguee  to  dwell  on  what  we  have  observed.  I  noisd 
but  liitle  of  thia  man*a  conversation  but  from  what  I 
heard,  it  seemed  he  waa  not  nnwilUng  to  play  what 
we  call  the  jeater,  or  jack-pudding,  in  the  convene- 
tion,  a  character  which,  conaidermg  the  man'a  ap 
and  phvaiognomy,  is  not,  I  should  be  tempted  to  ay, 
naturaf.  but  aaauroed  for  some  purpoee  of 
import." 

Hereward,"  anawered  hia  officer,  *'tboo 
spoken  like  an  angel  sent  down  to  examine  ma*! 
bosoms:  that  man.  Agelaates,  ia  a  contra^ctioB, 
such  as  earth  haa  seldom  witnessed.  Possesng  al 
that  wiadom  which  in  former  times  united  the  sagBi 
of  thia  nation  with  the  goda  themeelvcs,  Agdasta 
haa  the  aame  conning  aa  the  elder  Bnitua,  who  (fii- 
^iaed  hia  talenta  under  the  eemblanoe  of  an  idb 
jeeter.  He  appeare  to  aeek  no  office — he  desbes  as 
conakieretion— he  paya  auit  at  court  only  when  pou- 
tively  required  to  do  ao;  yet  what  ahall  I  aay^sn 
aqldiier,  concerning  the  cauae  of  an  influeoce  gmNt 
without  apparent  effort,  and  extending  almcst  into 
the  very  thoughts  of  men,  who  appear  to  act  ask 
would  desire,  without  hia  aoliciting  them  to  thatpa^ 
pose  7  Blen  aay  atrange  ihinga  concerning  tbe  exteai 
of  hia  communicationa  with  other  beinga^  whon  am 
fathera  worahipped  with  prayer  and  aacnfice.  I  an 
determined,  however,  to  know  the  road  by  whkb  far 
climba  ao  nigh  and  ao  easily  towards  the  point  n 
which  all  men  aapire  at  court,  and  it  wfll  go  hntf 
but  he  ahall  either  share  hia  ladder  with  me,  or  I  nil 
atrike  ita  aupport  from  under  him.  Thee,  Herewaid 
I  have  chosen  to  aaaist  me  in  this  matter,  aa  tk 
knights  among  theae  Frankiah  infidela  aelec^  wfaa 
going  upon  an  adventure,  a  aturdy  soaire,  or  micrior 
ationdanL  to  share  the  dangera  and  the  recompeoM; 
and  thia  I  am  moved  to,  aa  much  by  the  ahrewdiMi 
thou  hast  thia  nifdit  manifeated,  as  by  tbe  ooarafi 
which  thou  mayat  ooaat,  in  common  with,  or  ratkar 
bevond,  thy  companiona." 

"  I  am  obliged,  and  I  thank  your  Valour^"  npU 
the  Varangian,  more  coldly  perhaps  than  his  oAev 
expected ;  "  I  am  ready,  aa  ia  my  duty,  to  aerve  foa 
in  any  thmg  conaisteiit  with  God  ana  the  Emperof'a 
claims  upon  my  service.  I  would  only  say,  that,  ai 
a  avrom  inferior  aoldier  I  will  do  nothmg  oooirary  n 
the  lawa  of  the  empire,  and  aa  a  aincere  thoq^ 
iffnorant  Chriatian,  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  vn 
the  goda  of  the  heathena.  aave  to  defr  them  ia  tW 
name  and  atrength  of  the  holy  aainta." 

"Idk>tl"  sakTAchUles  Tatius,  "doef  tboo  ^ 
that  I,  already  poaaeaaed  of  one  of  thMS  first  dtgaitm 
of  the  empire,  could  meditate  any  thing  contiaryia 
tbe  intereeta  of  Alexiua  Comnenua?  or,  what  wcm 
be  acarce  more  atrocioua.  that  I.  the  dtosen  titm 
and  ally  of  the  reverend  Patriarch  Zonmn^  abadj 
meddle  with  any  thing  bearing  a  rdstion,  nawnv 
remote,  to  hereay  or  idolatry  T^ 

"  Truly,"  anawered  the  Varanirian,  "  no  one  v^ 
be  moreaurpriaed  or  grieved  thanlahould;  bet  «b« 
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WB  walk  in  aUbyhntb.we  must  ^aume  and  announce 
that  we  have  a  steaay  and  forward  purpose,  which 
is  one  mode  at  least  of  keeping  a  straight  path.  The 
uople  of  this  country  have  so  many  ways  of  saying 
the  same  thing,  that  one  can  hardly  know  at  last 
what  is  their  real  meaning.  We  Eng:lish,  on  the 
other  hand,  can'  only  express  ourselves  in  one  set  of 
words,  but  it  is  one  out  of  which  all  the  ingenuity  of 
the  world  could  not  extract  a  double  meanmg." 

*'"na  well"  said  his  officer,  "  to-morrow  we  will 
talk  more  ot  thii^  for  which  purpose  thou  wilt  come 
to  my  quarters  a  little  after  sunset.  And  hark  thee, 
to-morrow,  while  the  sun  is  in  heaven,  shall  be  thine 
own,^  either  to  sport  thyself  or  to  t&po9Q.  Employ 
thy  time  in  the  latter,  by  my  advice,  since  to-morrow 
oight,  like  the  present,  may  find  us  both  watchers." 

So  saying,  they  entered  the  barracks,  where  they 
parted  company — the  commander  of  the  life-gusrds 
taking  his  way  to  a  splendid  set  of  apartments  which 
belonged  to  nim  in  that  capacity,  and  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  seeking  his  more  humble  accommodations 
as  a  subaltern  officer  of  the  same  corps." 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Bttch  foroeB  iMt  not,  nor  m  vast  m.  camp, 

WtiMi  African,  wiUi  all  his  NorUMni  powers, 

Basiefed  Albraeea,  as  romanoas  tell, 

The  eiir  orOallapiiroa,  fhmi  thecea  to  win 

Tba  fluiMt  of  bar  sax.  Anfelica, 

His  daoffhtar,  soofht  by  many  prowass'd  kntffats, 

Both  Paynim,  anatha  Pears  or  Charlemacna 

ftra^iMJUfSlMtf. 

Eajilt  on  the  morning  of  the  day  following  that 
which  we  have  commemorated,  the  Imperial  Coun- 
cil was  assembled,  where  the  number  of  general  offi- 
cers with  sounding  titles,  disguised  under  athin  veil 
the  real  weakness  of  the  Grecian  empire..  The  com- 
manders were  numerous,  and  the  distinctions  of  their 
rank  minute,  but  the  soldiera  were  very  few  in  com- 
parison. 

The  offices  formerly  filled  by  prefects,  prsBtore,  and 

anestors,  were  now  field  by  persons  who  had  gra- 
ually  risen  into  the  authority  of  those  officers  and 
who,  though  designated  from  their  domestic. duues 
about  the  Emperor,  yet^  firom  that  very  circum- 
stance, possessed  what,  m  that  despotic  court,  was 
the  most  effectual  source  of  power.  A  long  train  of 
officera  entered  the  great  hall  of  the  Castle  of  Blac- 
quemal,  and  proceeded  so  far  together  as  their  dmer- 
ent  grades  admitted,  while  in  each  chamber  through 
which  they  passed  m  succession,  a  certam  number 
of  the  tram  whose  rank  permitted  them  to  advance 
no  farther,  remained  behind  the  others.  Thus,  when 
thd  interior  cabinet  of  audience  was  gamed,  which 
was  not  until  their  passage  through  ten  anterooms, 
five  persons  only  found  themselves  in  the  presence 
of  the  Emperor,  in  this  innermost  and  most  sacred 
recess  of  royalty,  decorated  by  all  the  splendour  of 
the  period. 

The  Emperor  Alexius  sat  upon  a  stately  throne, 
rich  with  barbaric  gems  and  gold,  and  flanked  on 
either  hand,  in  imitation  probably  of  Solomon's  mag- 
nificence, with  the  form  of  a  couchant  iipn  m  the 
same  precious  metal.  Not  to  dwell  upon  other  marks 
of  splendour,  a  tree,  whose  trunk  seemed  also  of 
gold,  shot  up  behind  the  throne,  which  it  over-cano- 
pied with  its  branches.  Amid  the  boughs  were  birds 
of  various  kinds  curiously  wrought  and  enamelled, 
and'fruit  composed  of  precious  stones  seemed  to  ghs- 
ten  among  the  leaves.  Five  officera  alone,  the  high- 
est in  the  state,  had  the  privilege  of  entearmg  this 
sacred  recess  when  the  Emperor  held  council.  These 
were— the  Grand  Domestic  who  might  be  termed  of 
rank  with  a  modem  prime  minister— the  Logotbete, 
or  chancellor— the  Protospathoire,  or  commander  of 
the  guards,  already  mentioned— the  Acolyte,  or  Fol- 
lower, and  leader  of  the  Varangians— and  the  Patri- 
arch. ,    ,       ,. 

The  doore  of  this  secret  apartment,  and  the  adja- 
cent antechamb^,  were  guarded  by.  six  deformed 
Nubian  slaves,  whose  writhen  and  withered,  counte- 
nances formed  a  hideous  contrast  .with  their  snow- 
white  dresses  and  splendid  equipment.  They  were 
mutes,  a  species  of  wretches  boRowod  from  the  des- 


potism of  the  East,  that  they  might  be  unable  to  pro- 
claim the  deeds  oi  tyranny  of  which  they  were  the 
unscrupulous  agents.  They  were  generally  held  in 
a  kind  of  horror,  rather  than  compassion,  for  man 
considered  that  slaves  of  this  sort  had  a  malignant 
pleasure  in  avenging  upon  others  the  irreparable 
wrongs  which  had  severed  themselves  from  human- 
ity. 

It  was  a  general  custom,  though,  like  many  other 
usages  of  the  Greeks,  it  would  be  held  childish  in 
modem  times,  that  by  means  of  machinery  easily 
conceived,  the  lions,  at  the  entrance  of  a  stranger, 
were  made,  as  it  were,  to  rouse  themselves  and  roar, 
after  which  a  wind  seemed  to  rustle  the  foliage  of 
the  tree,  the  birds  hopped  from  branch  to  branch, 
pecked  the  fruit,  and  appeared  to  fill  the  chamber 
with  their  carolling.  This  display  had  alarmed  many 
an  ignorant  foreign  ambassador,  and  even  the  Gre- 
cian counsellore  themselves  were  expected  to  display 
the  same  sensations  of  fear,  succeeded  by  surprise, 
when  they  heard  the  roar  of  the  lions,  followed  by 
the  concert  of  the  birds,  although  perhaos  it  was  for 
the  fiftieth  time.  On  this  occasion,  as  a  proof  of  the 
urgency  of  the  present  meeting  of  the  councU,  these 
ceremonies  were  entirely  omitted. 

The  speech  of  the  Emperor  himself  seemed  to  sup- 
ply by  its  commencement  the  bellowing  of  the  lions, 
while  it  ended  in  a  atrain  more  resembling  the  war- 
bling of  the  birds. 

In  his  firat  sentences,  he  treated  of  the  audacity 
and  unheard-of  boldness  of  the  millions  of  Franks, 
who,  under  the  pretence  of  wresting  Palestine  from 
the  infidels,  had  ventured  to  invade  the  sacred  terri- 
tories.of  the  empire.  He  threatened  them  with  such 
chastisement  as  his  innumerable  forces  and  officera 
would,  he  affirmed,  find  it  easy  to  inflict  To  all  this 
the  audience,  and  esnecially  the  military  officers^ 
gave  symptoms  of  ready  assent. 
.  Alexius^  however,  did  not  long  persist  in  the  war- 
like intentions  which  he  at  firat  avowed.  The  Franks, 
he  at  length  seemed  to  refiect,  were,  in  profession, 
Christians.  They  might  possibly  be  serious  in  their 
pretext  of  a  crusade,  in  which  case  their  motives 
claimed  a  degree  of  indulgence,  And,.al  though  erring, 
a  certain  portion  of  respect.  Their  numbers  also 
were  great,  and  their  valour  could  not  be  despised  by 
those  who  had  seen  them  fight  at  Durazzo^*  ana 
elsewhere.  They  might  also,  oy  the  pormission  of 
Supreme  Providence,  oe,  in  the  long  ran,  the  instru- 
ments of  advantage  to  the  most  sacred  empire^hough 
they  approached  it  with  so  Uttle  ceremony.  He  had, 
therefore,  mingling  the  virtues  of  prudence^  human- 
ity, and  generosity,  with  that  valour  which  must 
always  burn  in  the  heart  of  an  Emperor,  formed  a 
plan,  which  he  was  about  to  submit  to  their  consi- 
deration, for  present  execution;  and,  in  the  that 
placcL  be  requested  of  the  Grand  Domestic,  to  let 
him  know  what  forces  he  might  count  upon  on  the 
western  side  of  the  Bosphorus. 

*'  Innumerable  are  the  forces  of  the  empire  as  the 
stars  in  heaven,  or  the  sand  on  the  sea-shorsi*'  an- 
swered the  Grand  Domestic. 

"  That  is  a  goodly  answer,"  said  the  Emperor, 
"  provided  there  were  strangers  present  at  this  con- 
ference ;  but  since  we  hold  oonstutation  in  private  it 
is  necessary  that  I  know  precisely  to  what  number 
that  army  amounts  which  I  have  to  rely  upon.  R^ 
serve  your  eloquence  till  some  fitter  time,  and  let  ms 
know  what  you,  at  this  present  moment,  mean  by 
the  word  innumtrahU7^* 

The  Grand  Domestic  paused,  and  hesitated  for  a 
short  space ;  but  as  he  became  aware  that  the  mo- 
ment was  one  in  which  the  Emperor  could  not  be 
trifled  with,  (for  Alexius  Comnenus  was  at  times 
dangerous,)  he  answered  thus,  but  not  without  hesi- 
tation. "Imperial  master  and  lord,  none  better 
knows  that  such  an  answer  cannot  be  .hastily  made, 
if  it  is  at  the  same  time  to  be  correct  in  its  results. 
The  number  ot  the  imperial  host  betwixt  this  city 
and  the  western  frontier  of  the  empire,  deducing 
those  absent  upon  furlough,  cannot  be  counted  upon 

*  For  Uia  battia  of  Durano,  Oct  loei,  in  whieh  Alazins  was 
defaatad  wiUi  craat  slauthtar  br  Robart  Guiscard,  and  ascaped 
onlr  by  Um  sWlAoasi  of Im  hone,  lae  Gibbon,  eh.  66, 
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as  amounting  to  more  than  twenty-five  thousand 
men,  or  thirty  thousand  at  most." 

Alexius  struck  his  forehead  with  his  hand ;  and 
the  counsellors,  seeing  him  Rive  way  to  such  violent 
expressions  of  Krief  and  surprise,  began  to  enter  into 
discussions,  which  they  would  othen^'ise  have  re- 
served for  a  fitter  place  and  lime. 

"  By  the  trust  your  Hishness  reposes  in  me,"  said 
the  Logothcte,  there  has  been  drawn  from  your 
Highncss's  ciificrs  during  the  last  year,  gold  enough 
to  pay  double  the  number  of  the  armed  warriors 
whom  the  Grand  Domesric  now  mentions." 

"  Your  Imperial  Highness,"  retorted  the  impeached 
minister,  with  no  small  animation,  "will  otonce  re- 
member the  stationary  ganisons,  in  addition  to  the 
moveable  troops,  for  which  this  figure -caster  makes 
no  allowance. 

"  Peace,  t)oth  of  you !"  snid  Alexius,  composing 
himself  hastily ;  "our  actual  numbers  are  in  truth 
less  than  wo  counted  on,  but  let  us  not  by  wrangling 
augment  the  difficulties  of  the  time.  Let  those  troops 
be  dispersed  in  valleys,  in  pa.^ses  behind  ridges  of 
bills^  and  in  difficult  ground,  where  a  little  art  neing 
used  in  the  position,  can  make  few  men  supply  the 
appearance  of  numbers,  l>etween  this  city  and  the 
western  frontier  of  the  empire.  While  this  disposal 
is  made,  we  will  continue  to  adjust  with  these  cru- 
saders as  they  call  themselves,  the  terms  on  which 
we  will  consent  to  let  them  pass  through  our  do- 
minions; nor  are  we  without  hope  of  negotiating 
with  them,  so  as  to  gain  great  advatitagc  to  our 
kingdom.  We  will  insist  that  they  pass  through  our 
country  only  by  ormius  of  perhaps  fii'ty  thousand  at 
once,  whom  we  will  successivolv  transport  into  Asia, 
so  that  no  greater  number  shall,  bv  assembling  be- 
neath our  walls,  ever  endanger  the  safety  of  the 
metropolis  of  the  world. 

"  On  their  way  towards  the  banks  of  the  Bosjiho- 
rus,  we  will  supply  them  with  provisons,  if  they 
march  peaceably,  and  in  order;  and  if  any  stra^le 
from  their  standards,  or  insult  the  country  by  maraud- 
ing, wc  8upp(>!>ie  our  valiant  peasants  will  not  hesitate 
to  repress  their  e^cesses,  and  that  without  our  giving 
positive  orders,  since  we  would  not  willingly  l)o  chanzed 
wih  any  thing  like  a  breach  of  engagement.  We 
suppose,  also,  that  the  ScytliiaiiSj  Arabs,  Syrians, 
and  other  mercenaries  in  our  service,  will  not  suffer 
our  subjects  to  l»e  overpowered  in  their  own  just  de- 
fence; as,  besides  that  there  is  no  ju>«ticc  in  stripping 
our  own  counlrv  of  provisions,  in  order  to  feea 
strangers,  we  will  not  be  surpriyetl,  nor  unpardonably 
displeased  to  learn,  that  of  the  ostensible  quantity  of 
flour,  some  sacks  should  be  found  filled  with  chalk, 
or  lime,  or  some  such  substance.  It  is,  indeed,  truly 
wonderful,  what  the  stomach  of  a  Frank  will  dieest 
comfortably.  Their  guides,  also,  whom  you  snail 
choose  with  reference  to  such  duty,  will  take  care 
to  conduct  the  crusaders  by  difficult  and  circuitous 
routes ;  which  will  he  doinjg  them  a  real  service,  by 
inuring  them  to  the  hardships  of  the  country  and  cli- 
mate, which  they  would  otherwise  have  to  face  with- 
out seasoning. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  in  your  intercourse  with  their 
chiefs,  whom  they  call  counts,  each  of  whom  thinks 
himself  as  great  as  an  Emperor,  you  will  take  care  to 
give  no  offence  to  their  natural  presumption,  and 
omit  no  opportunity  of  informing  them  of  the  wealth 
and  bounty  of  our  government.  Sums  of  money 
mav  be  even  given  to  persons  of  note,  and  largesses 
of  less  avail  to  those  under  them.  Yon,  our  Logo- 
thete,  will  take  good  order  for  this,  and  you,  our 
Grand  Domestic,  will  take  care  that  such  soldiers  as 
may  cut  off  detached  parties  of  the  Franks  shall  be 
presented,  if  possible,  in  savage  dress,  and  under  the 
show  of  infidels.  In  commanding  these  injunctions 
to  your  care,  I  purpose  that,  the  crusaders  having 
found  the  value  of  our  frienciship,  and  also  in  some 
sort  the  danger  of  our  enmitv.  those  whom  we  shall 
safely  transport  to  Asia,  shall  be,  however  unwieldly, 
still  a  smaller  and  more  compact  body,  whom  we 
may  deal  with  in  all  Christian  prudence.  Thus,  by 
usmg  fair  words  to  one,  threats  to  another,  gold  to 
the  avaricious,  power  to  the  ambitious,  and  reasons 
to  those  that  are  capable  of  listening  to  them,  we 


doubt  not  but  to  prevail  upon  those  Franks,  met  at 
they  are  from  a  thousand  points,  and  enemies  of  each 
other,  to  acknowledge  us  as  their  common  superior, 
rather  than  choose  a  leader  among  themselves,  wlini 
they  are  made  aware  of  the  great  fact,  that  every  vil- 
lage in  Palestine,  from  Dan  to  Reeri^heba,  is  the  ori* 
ginal  properly  of^the  sacred  Roman  empire,  and  that 
whatever  Christian  goes  to  war  for  their  recoverr, 
must  gn  as  our  subject,  and  hold  any  conquest  whia 
he  may  make,  as  our  vassal.  Vice  and  virtue,  lenie 
and  folly,  ambition  and  disinterested  devotion,  will 
alike  recommend  to  the  survivors  of  these  singiilir- 
minded  men,  to  become  the  feudatories  of  the  empire, 
not  its  foe,  and  the  shield,  not  the  enemy,  of  your 
pairrnal  Emperor." 

There  was  a  general  inclination  of  the  head  amonf; 
the  courtiers,  with  the  Eastern  exclamation  oC- 
'*  Long  live  the  Emperor !" 

When  the  murmur  of  this  applausive  exclamation 
had  subsided,  Alexius  proceeded : — '*  Once  more,  I 
sav,  that  my  faithful  Grand  Domestic,  and  those 
who  act  under  him,  will  take  care  to  commit  the  ex- 
ecu  lion  of  such  part  of  thc'sc  ordcr.s  as  mar  5ecm 
aggressive^  to  troops  of  foreign  appearance  niid  laI^ 
guagc,  which,  I  gneve  to  say,  are  more  numerous  la 
our  imperial  army  than  cur  natural  born  and  othodoi 
subjects." 

The  Patriarch  here  interposed  his  opinion.— "Thof 
is  a  consolation,"  he  said^  *'in  the  thought,  ihaiihe 
genuine  Romans  in  the  imperial  army  are  but  few, 
since  a  trade  so  bloody  as  war,  is  most  fitly  pros«^ 
cuted  by  Uiosc  whose  doctrines,  as  well  as  their 
doings,  on  earth,  merit  eternal  condemnation  in  the 
next  World." 

"Reverend  Patriarch."  said  the  Emperor,  "w 
.  would  not  willingly  hold,  with  the  wild  infidels,  that 
I  Paradise  is  to  be  gained  by  the  sabre ;  neverihelem 
i  we  would  hot>e  that  a  Roman  dving  in  battle  for  hs 
.  religion  and  iiis  Emperor,  may  find  as  good  hope  of 
acceptation,  after  the  mortal  pang  is  over,  as  a  imn 
who  dies  in  peace,  and  with  unblooded  hand." 

"It  is  enough  for  me  to  say."  resumed  thePstn 
nrch,  "  that  the  Church's  doctrine  is  not  so  indulgent: 
she  is  herself  peaceful,  and  her  promises  of  favour  sr 
for  those  who  have  been  men  of  peace.  Yet  think 
not  I  bar  the  gates  of  heaven  against  a  soldier,  m 
such,  if  beUeving  all  the  doctrines  of  our  church,  iw 
complying  with  all  our  observances ;  far  less  would 
I  condemn  your  Imperial  Majesty's  wiseprecnutiom, 
both  for  diminishing  ihe  power  and  thinning  the 
ranks  of  those  Latin  heretics,  who  come  hither  u 
despoil  us,  and  plunder  perhaps  both  church  sad 
temple,  under  the  vain  pretext  that  Heaven  would 
permit  them,  stained  with  so  many  heresies,  to  re- 
conquer that  Holy  Land,  which  true  authodox  Chiit- 
tians,  your  Majesty's  sacred  predecessors,  have  Ml 
been  enabled  to  retain  from  the  infidel.  And  well  I 
trust  that  no  settlement  made  under  the  Latins  wpl 
be  permitted  by  your  Msjesty  to  estabUsh  itself,  m 
which  the  Cross  snail  not  be  elevated  with  limbs  a 
the  same  length,  instead  of  that  irregular  and jMit 
damnable  error  which  prolongs,  in  western  cburoM 
the  nether  limb  of  that  most  holy  emblem."       , 

"  Reverend  Patriarch,"  answer^  the  Emperor,  ds 
not  deem  that  we  think  lightly  of  your  weighty  sou- 
pies ;  but  the  question  is  pow,  not  in  what  inanflff 
we  may  convert  these  Latin  heretics  to  the  trueftiti, 
but  how  we  may  avoid  being  ovcmm  by  their ^i^ 
adsy  which  resemble  those  of  the  locusts  br  wucb 
their  approach  was  preceded  and  intimated.' 

"  Your  Majesty,"  said  the  Patriarch,  "  will  art  ww 
your  usual  wisdom ;  for  my  part,  I  have  only  i{sM 
mv  doubts,  that  I  may  save  my  own  soul  alive. 

^'  Our  construction,*'  said  the  Emperor,  V^W 
sentiments  no  wrong,  most  reverend  Patriardi:  sod 
you,"  addressuig  himself  to  the  other  oouawm 

will  attend  to  these  separate  charges  given ootlor 
directing  the  execution  of  the  commands  which  bsn 
been  generally  intimated  to  you.  They  are.wniW 
out  in  the  sacred  ink,  and  our  sacred  subsciipMBB 
duly  marked  ^ith  the  fitting  tinge  of  green  ^f^ 
pie.  Let  them,  therefore,  he  strictly  obeyed.  W- 
Bclves  will  assume  the  command  of  snch  of  tne  in* 
mortal  Hands  as  remain  in  the  city,  and  join  to  tMi 
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the  cohorts  of  oar  faithful  VaraosianB.  At  the  head 
of  these  troops,  we  will  await  tne  arrival  of  these 
•tnogsrs  under  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  avoiding 
combat  while  our  policy  can  postpone  it,  we  will  hi 
feady.  in  case  of  the  worst,  to  take  whatsoever  chance 
It  shall  please  the  Almiehty  to  send  us." 

Here  the  council  broke  up,  and  the  different  chieft 
beRian  to  exert  themselves  in  the  execution  of  their 
various  instructions,  civil  and  militanr,  secret  or  pub- 
lic, favourable  or  hostile  to  the  crusaders.    The  pecu- 
liar genius  of  the  Grecian  people  was  seen  upon  this 
occasion.    Their  loud  and  boastful  talking  corres- 
ponded with  the  ideas  which  the  Emperor  wished  to 
enforce  upon  the  crusaders  concerning  the  extent  of 
ms  power  and  resources.    Nor  is  it  to  be  disguised, 
that  the  wily  selfishness  of  most  of  those  in  the 
service  of  Alexius,  endeavoured  to  find  some  indirect 
way  of  applying  the  imperial  instruction,  so  as  might 
best  suit  their  own  private  ends. 
.  Mean  time,  the  news  had  gone  abroad  in  Consun- 
Unople  of  the  arrival  of  the  huge  miscellaneous  army 
of  the  west  upon  the  limits  of  the  Orecian  empire, 
and  of  their  puroose  to  pass  to  Palestine.  A  thousand 
reports  magnified,  if  that  was  possible,  an  event  so 
wonderful.    Some  said,  that  their  ultimate  view  was 
the  conquest  of  Arabia,  the  destruction  of  the  Pro- 
phet's tomb,  and  the  conversion  of  his  green  banner 
into  a  horse-cloth  for  the  King  of  France's  brother. 
Others  supposed  that  the  ruin  and  sack  of  Constan- 
tinople was  the  real  object  of  the  war.    A  third  class 
thou£[ht  it  was  in  order  to  compel  the  Patriarch  to 
submit  himself  to  the  Pope,  adopt  the  Latin  form  of 
the  cross,  and  put  an  end  to  the  schism. 

The  Varangians  enjoyed  an  addition  to  this  won- 
derful news,  seasoned  as  it  every  where  was  with 
something  peculiarly  suited  to  the  prejudices  of  the 
hearers.    It  was  gathered  originally  from  what  our 
friend  Hereward,  who  was  one  of  their  inferior  officers, 
called  sergeants  or  constables  had  suffered  to  tran- 
spire of  what  he  had  heard  tne  preceding  evening. 
Considering  that  the  fact  must  be  soon  matter  of  no- 
toriety, he  had  no  hesitation  to  give  his  comrades  to 
understand  that  a  Norman  army  was  coming  hither 
under  Duke  Robert,  the  son  of  the  far-famed  wDiliam 
the  Conqueror,  and  with  hostile  intentions,  he  con- 
cluded, against  them  in  particular.  Like  all  other  men 
in  peculiar  circumstances,  the  Varangians  adopted  an 
explanatk>n  applicable  to  their  own  condition.   These 


capital  where  they  had  found  refuge,  with  the  purpose 
of  making  war  on  the  bountiful  prince  who  protected 
their  sad  remnant.  Under  this  belief  many  a  deep 
oath  was  sworn  in  Norse  and  Anglo-Saxon,  that 
their  keen  battle-axes  should  avenjge  the  slaughter  of 
Hasting&^and  many  a  pledge,  both  in  wine  and  ale, 
was  quafted,  who  should  most  de^ly  resent,  ana 
most  eiieclually  revenge,  the  wrongs  which  the  Anglo- 
Saxons  of  England  bad  received  at  the  band  of  their 
oppressors. 

Hereward.  the  author  of  this  intelligence,  began 
soon  to  be  sorry  that  he  had  ever  suffered  it  to  escape 
him,  so,  closely  was  he  cross-examined  concerning 
its  precise  import,  by  the  inquiries  of  his  comrades, 
from  whom  he  thought  himself  obliged  to  keep  con- 
cealed the  adventures  of  the  preceding  evening,  and 
the  place  in  which  he  had  gained  his  information. 

Aoout  noon,  when  he  wis  effectually  tired  with  re- 
luming^ the  same  answer  to  the  same  questions,  and 
evadins  similar  others  which  were  repeatedly  put  to 
him,  tne  sound  of  trumpets  announced  the  presence 
of  the  Acolyte  Achilles  Tatius,  who  came  immediately, 
it  -was  industriously  whispered,  from  the  sa<;red  Inte- 
rior, ^th  news  of  the  immediate  approach  of  war, 

'The  Varangians,  and  the  Roman  hands  called  Im- 
mortal, it  was  said,  were  to  form  a  camp  under  the 
city^  in  order  to  be  prompt  to  defend  it  at  the  shortest 
no  tice.  This  put  the  whole  barracks  into  commotion, 
each  man  making  the  necessary  pro  vision  for  the  ap- 
proaching campaign.  The  noise  was  chiefly  that  of 
joyful  bustle  and  acclamation ;  and  it  was  bo  general, 
that  Mereward,  whose  rank  permitted  him  to  commit 
to  a  page  or  esquire,  the  task  of  preparing  his  equip- 
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ments,  took  the  opportunity  to  leave  the  barracks,  in 
order  to  seek  some  distant  place  apart  from  his  com- 
rades, and  enjoy  his  solitary  reflections  upon  the  sin- 
gular connexion  into  which  he  had  been  drawn,  and 
his  direct  communication  with  the  Imperial  family.  « 
Passing  through  the  nahow  streets,  then  deserted  \ 
on  account  of  the  beat  of  the  sun,  he  reached  at 
length  one  of  those  broad  terraces,  which,  descend- 
ing, as  it  were  by  steps,  upon  the  margin  of  the  Bos- 
phorus,  formed  one  of  the  most  splendid  walks  in  the 
universe,  and  still,  it  is  believed,  preserved  as  a  pub- 
lic promenade  for  the  pleasure  of  the  Turks,  as  for- 
merly for  that  of  the  Christians.  These  graduated 
terraces  were  planted  with  many  trees,  among  which 
the  cypres^  as  usual,  was  most  generally  cultivated. 
Here  oanas  of  the  inhabitants  were  to  be  fleen : 
some  passing  to  and  fro,  with  business  and  anxiety 
in  their  faoes ;  some  standing  still  in  groups,  as  u 
discussing  the  strange  and  weighty  tidings  of  the 
day,  and  some,  with  the  indolent  carelessness  of  an 
eastern  climate,  eating  their  noontide  refreshment  in 
the  shade,  and  spending  their  time  as  if  their  sole 
object  was  to  make  much  of  the  day  as  it  passed, 
and  let  the  cares  of  to-morrow  answer  for  themselves. 
While  the  Varangian,  afraid  of  meeting  some 
acqiuuntanos  in  this  concourse,  which  would  have 
been  inconsbtent  with  thg  desire  of  seclusion  which 
had  brought  him  thither,  descended  or  passed  from 
one  terrace  to  another,  all  marked  him  with  looks  of 
curiosity  and  inquiry,  considering  him  to  be  one,  who, 
from  his  arms  and  connexion  with  the  court,  must 
necessarily  know  more  than  others  concerning  the 
singular  invasion  by  numerous  enemies,  and  fi'om 
vanous  quarters,  which  was  the  news  of  the  day. 
None,  however,  had  the  hardihood  to  address  the 
soldier  of  the  guard,  though  all  looked  at  him  with 
uncommon  interest.  He  walked  from  the  lighter  to 
the  darker  alleys^  from  the  more  closed  to  the  more 
open  terraces,  without  interruption  from  anyone,  yet 
not  without  a  feeling  that  he  must  not  consider  him- 
self as  alone. 

The  desire  that  he  felt  to  be  soUtary  rendered  him 
at  last  somewhat  watchful,  so  that  he  became  sensi- 
ble that  he  was  dogged  by  a  black  slave,  a  personage 
not  so  unf^equent  in  the  streets  of  Constantinople  as 
to  excite  any  particular  notice.  His  attention,  how- 
ever, being  at  length  fixed  on  this  individual,  he  began 
to  be  desurous  to  escape  his  observation ;  jmd  the 
change  of  place  which  he  had  at  first  adopted  to 
avoia  society  in  general,  he  had  now  recourse  to,  in 
order  to  rid  himself  of  this  distant,  though  apparently 
watchful  attendant.  Still,  however,  though  he  by 
change  of  place  had  lost  sight  of  the  negro  for  a  few 
minutes,  it  was  not  long  ere  he  again  discovered  him, 
at  a  distance  too  far  for  a  companion,  but  near 
enough  to  serve  all  the  purposes  of  a  spy.  Displeased 
at 'this,  the  Varangian  turned  short  in  his  walk,  and 
choosing  a  spot  where  none  was  in  sight  but  the 
object  of  his  resentment,  walked  suddenly  up  to  him, 
and  demanded  wherefore,  and  by  whose  orders,  he 
presumed  to  dog  his  footsteps.  The  negro  answered 
m  a  jargon  as  bad  as  that  in  which  he  was  addressed, 
though  of  a  different  kind,  "  that  he  had  orders  to 
remark  whither  he  went." 

"  Orders  from  whom  V*  said  the  Varangian. 

"  ^rom  my  master  and  yours,"  answerea  the  negro, 
boldly. 

*'Thou  infidel  villain  !"  exclaimed  the  angry  sol- 
dier, "  when  was  it  that  we  became  fellow- servants, 
and  who  is  it  that  thou  darest  to  call  my  master  7" 

One  who  is  master  of  the  world,"  said  the  slave, 
"  since  he  commands  his  own  passions." 

"I  shall  scarce  command  mine,"  said  the  Varan- 
gian, *'  if  thou  repliest  to  my  earnest  questions  with 
thine  aflected  quirks  of  philosophy.  Once  more,  what 
dost  thou  want  with  me?  ana  why  hast  thou  the 
boldness  to  watch  me  7" 

"I  have  told  thee  already,"  saki  the  slave,  "  that  I 
do  niy  master's  commands. 

"  But  I  must  know  who  thy  master  is,"  said  Here- 
ward. 

"  He  must  tell  thee  that  himself;"  replied  the  negro ; 
"  he  trusts  not  a  poor  slave  like  me  with  the  purpose 
of  the  errands  on  which  he  sends  me." 
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"  lie  has  It^ft  thee  a  foncup,  however,"  said  ihc 
Vnranidan,  "which  some  of  thyrcountr}' men  would, 
I  think,  be  glad  to  possess.  Do  not  provoke  ine  tu 
abridge  it  liy  refusing  inc  the  information  which  I 
have  a  right  to  demand." 

The  black  meditated,  as  it  seemed  from  the  grin  on 
his  face,  further  evasions,  when  Hereward  cut  thcni 
■horl  by  raising  the  staff  of  his  battle-axe.  "Put  me 
not.''  he  said,  to  dishonour  myself  by  striking  tliec 
with  this  weapon,  calculated  for  a  use  so  much  more 
noble." 

"  1  may  not  do  so,  valiant  sir/'  said  the  nocro,  lay- 
inc  aside  an  impudent,  half-gibmg  tone  which  he  had 
hitiierto  made  use  of,  and  betraying  personal  fenr  in 
his  manner.     "If  you  beat  the  poor  slave  to  death, 


had,  after  long  opposition,  obtained  a  footing  in  the 
empire. 

Still,  although  tolerated,  the  £^-p(ian  priests  were 
rather  considered  as  sorcerers  than  as  pontifTs^  and 
their  whole  ritual  had  a  nearer  relation  to  ma>{ir,  in 
popular  estimation,  than  to  any  regular  system  of 
devotion. 

Stained  with  these  accusations,  even  among  the 
heathen  themselves,  the  worship  of  EfQ-pt  was  held 
in  more  mortal  abhorrence  by  the  Christians,  than 
the  other  and  more  rational  kmds  of  heathen  devo- 
tion ;  that  IB,  if  any  at  all  had  a  right  tu  be  termed 
so.  The  brutal  worship  of  Apis  and  Cybele  was 
regarded  not  only  as  a  pretext  for  obscene  and  pru- 
fii±2:ate  pleasures,  but  as  having  a  direct  tendency  to 


you  cannot  lenrn  what  his  master  hath  forbid  him  to    open  and  encourage  a  dangerous  commerce  with  evil 


tell.  A  short  walk  will  save  your  honour  the  stain, 
and  yourself  the  trouble,  of  beating  what  cannot 
resist,  and  me  the  pain  of  enduring  what  I  can  neither 
retaliate  nor  avoid." 

"  Lead  on  then,"  said  the  Varangian.  "  Be  assured 
thou  shah  not  fool  mc  by  thy  fair  words,  and  I  will 
know  the  person  who  is  mipudent  enough  to  assume 
the  right  of  watching  my  motions." 

The  black  walked  on  with  a  species  of  leer  peculiar 
TO  his  physi()giiomy,  which  might  bo  construed  as 
expressive  either  of  malic&or  of  mere  humour.  The 
Varangian  followed  him  witn  some  suspicion,  for  it 
happened  that  he  had  had  little  intercourse  with  the 
unluinpy  race  of  Africa,  and  had  not  totally  overcome 
the  feeling  of  Ruri)risc  with  which  ho  had  at  first 
regarded  them,  when  he  arrived  a  stranger  from  the 
north.  80  often  did  this  man  look  back  upon  him 
during  their  walk,  and  with  so  penctrntvig  and 
observing)  a  cast  of  countenance,  that  Herowanl 
felt   irrcsistiblv  renewed   in    his  mind  the  English 


spirits,  who  were  supposed  to  take  upon  ihem&clve;^ 
at  these  unhallowed  qltnrs,  the  names  and  charac- 
ters of  these  foul  deities.  Not  only,  therefore,  the 
temple  of  Cybelc,  with  its  gigantic  portico,  its  hufic 
and  inelegant  statues,  ond  its  fantastic  hieroglyphic!!, 
was  thrown  down  and  defacc-rl  when  the  empire  W85 
convertt?ii  to  the  Chrisiian  faith,  but  the  very  ground 
on  which  it  stood  was  considered  as  polluted  and 
unhallowed  :  and  no  Emperor  having  yet  occupifd 
the  site  with  a  Christian  church,  the  place  f-tili 
remained  neglected  and  deserted,  as  we  have  de- 
seribnfl  it. 

The  Varangian  Hereward  was  perfectly  acquamlrtl 
with  the  evil  reputation  of  the  pface ;  and  w'lien  ihc 
negro  secmeti  disposed  to  advance  into  the  interior 
of  the  ruins,  he  hesitated,  and  addressed  his  guide 
thus  :— "  Hark  thee,  my  black  friend,  these  huirc 
fantastic  images,  some  having  dogs*  heads,  50tni 
cows'  h(  ads,  ana  some  no  heads  at  all,  are  not  lieid 
reverently  in  ))opular  estimation.    Your  own  colour. 


Erejiidices,   which  assigned  to  the  demons  the  sa-    also,  my  comrade,  is  greatly  too  like  that  of  Satun 
Ic  colour  and  distorted  cast  of  visage  of  his  eon-  j  himseli;  to  render  you  an  unsuspicious  compajiioii 
ductor.     Th«?    scene   into    which    he    was   guided,  :  amid  ruins,  in  which  the  false  spirit,  it  is  said,  daily 


strengthened  an  association  which  was  not  of  itself 
unlik(  ly  to  occur  to  the  ignorant  and  martial  islander. 
The  ncffro  led  the  way  from  the  splendid  terracul 
walks  which  we  have  described,  to  a  path  de.scend- 
ing  to  the  sea-shore,  when  a  place  appeared,  which, 
far  from  lH?ing  trimmed,  hke  other  parts  of  the  coast, 
into  walks  or  embankments,  seemed,  on  the  con- 
trary, abandoned  to  neglect,  and  w^os  covered  with 
the  mouldering  ruins  of  antiquity,  where  these  had 
not  been  ovi;rgrown  by  the  luxuriant  vegetation  of 
the  climate.  These  frat^ments  of  building,  occupying 
a  sort  of  recess  of  the  bay,  were  hidaen  by  steep 
banks  on  each  side,  and  although  in  fact  they  formed 
port  of  the  city,  yet  they  were  not  seen  from  any  pari 
of  it,  and,  cmoosomed  in  the  manner  v;e  have  do- 
scribed,  did  not  in  turn  command  any  view  of  the 
ch"r<jhe3,palaceSjtower.s.  and  fortifications,  amongst 
which  they  lay.  The  sight  of  this  solitory.  and  appa- 
rently deserted  spot,  encumbered  with  ruins,  and 
overgrown  with  c>'pre88  and  other  trees,  situated  as 
It  was  in  the  midst  of  apopulous  city,  had  .«»omcthing 
in  it  impressive  and  awful  to  the  imagination.  The 
ruins  were  of  an  ancient  date,  and  in  the  style  of  a 
foreign  j)eople.  The  giuaiitie  remains  of  u  portico, 
the  mutiiated  fragmcntJi  of  statues  of  great  size,  hut 


walks  his  rounds.     Midnight  and  Noon  are  the 
times,  it  is  rumoured,  of  his  appearance.    1  will  pu 
no  farther  with  you,  unless  you  assign  me  a  fit  rea 
son  for  so  doing." 

"In  making  so  childish  a  proposal,"  said  the  ih.- 
gro,  '*  you  take  from  me,  in  enect,  all  desire  to  guide 
you  to  my  master.  I  tnouf;hi  I  spoke  to  a  man  of 
invincible  courage,  and  ot  that  {rood  sense  upon 
which  courage  is  best  founded.  But  your  valoar 
only  emboldens  you  to  beat  a  black  slave,  who  haa 
neither  strength  nor  title  to  resist  you ;  and  tout 
courage  is  not  cnougli  to  enable  you  to  look  witnotit 
trembling  on  the  dark  side  of  a  wall,  even  whea  tb« 
sun  is  in  the  heaven." 

"  Thou  art  insolent,"  said  Hereward,  raiong  hi* 
axe. 

"  And  thou  art  foolish,"  said  the  negro,  "  to  at- 
tempt to  prove  thy  manhood  and  thy  trisdom  bv  the 
very  mode  which  gives  reason  for  calling  them  ooni 
in  question.  I  have  already  s.iid  there  can  be  little 
valour  in  beating  a  wretch  like  mc;  and  no  roan, 
sunly,  who  wibhes  to  discover  his  way,  would  beRin 
by  chasing  away  his  guide." 

"  I  follow  thee,*'— said  Hereward,  stung  with  the 
I  in.siniiation  of  cowarilicc;   "but  if  thou  leadat  me 

talk  shall  not  aave  thy  doom, 
complexion,  from  earth  or  nell, 
...p  .^»w,  to  back  thee." 

,  J   1 ',— ■  — V*'*  •'^'i.'Jpture.  corro-  !     "Thou  objectest  sorely  to  my  complexion,    wn 

borated.thc  popular  occoun  t  of  their  (>rigiL\  which  we  i  the  negro;  *how  knowest  thou  ihat  it  is,  in  act.  a 
shall  bneny  detail.  ihinjr  to  be  counted  and  acted  upon  as  matter  of  real- 

Accord  mg  to  tradition,  this  had  been  a  temple  dedi-  itv  ?  Thine  own  eyes  daily  appriws  thee,  that  the 
rated  to  the  Ji^gyptian  goddess  Cvbele,  built  while  tu"  colour  of  the  sky  nightly  changes  from  blight  to 
Roman  Empire  was  yet  heathen,  and  while  Constan-  r  b^Bck,  y.vt  thou  knowest  that  this  is  by  no  means 
nnope  was  still  called  by  thenaraeof  JJyzaniium.  It  owi/g  to  any  habitual  colour  t»f  the  heavens  them- 
18  well  known  that  the  superstition  of  the  Egyptians,  selvps  The  eame  change  that  takes  place  m  the  hue 
-vulgarly  gross  in  its  literal  meaning  as  vvefi  as  in  of  the'heavf  >  a;  has  existence  in  the  tmgeof  thedeej 
Us  mysiicarmterpretanon,  and  peculiarly  the  founda-    Bea-Ilow  can  ^?  thou  tell,  but  what  the.diflePenM  of 

tion  of  nianv  wdd  doctrines, -was  disov.ned  by  the  " "  

pnnnples  of  general  toleration,  and  the  Bvsteni  of 
polytheism  received  by  Rome,  and  was  excluded  by 
repeated  laws  from  the  respect  paid  by  the  empire  to 
!  .?,?«f  ^'TJy  other  rcligionrhowever  extravagSn  i? 
?fer^'  ,  ^*^*«'-thel.e«8,  these  Egj-ptian  rit^  had 
charm-?  for  the  curious  and  the  superstit lout  and 
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•ented  these  grinning  lips,  with  the  white  teeth  and 
flattened  noee^  ao  much  to  the  life,  unless  that  pecu- 
liarity of  Nubian  physiognomy,  as  they  call  it,  had 
accurately  and  really  an  existence;  and,  to  save  thee 
some  trouble,  my  dark  friend,  I  will  tell  thee,  that 
though  thou  speakest  to  an  uneducated  Varangian. 
I  am  not  entirely  unskilled  in  the  Grecian  art  of 
making  subtle  words  pass  upon  the  hearers  instead 
of  reason." 

"  Ay  ?"  said  the  negro,  doubtfully,  and  somewhat 
surprised  ;  "  and  may  the  slave  Dic^enes— for  so  my 
master  has  christened  me— inquire  mto  the  means  by 
which  you  reached  knowledge  so  unusual  7" 

"  It  IB  soon  told,"  replied  Hereward.  "  My  coun- 
tryman, Whitikind,  bem^  a  constable  of  our  bands, 
retired  from  active  service,  and  spent  the  end  of  a 
long  life  in  this  city  of  Constantinople.  Being  past 
all  toils  of  battle,  either  those  of  reahty,  as  you  word 
it,  or  the  pomp  and  fatigue  of  the  exercising  ground, 
the  poor  old  man,  in  despair  of  something  to  pass  his 
time^  attended  the  lectures  of  the  philosophers." 

"  And  what  did  he  learn  there  r'  said  the  negro  ; 
"  for  a  barbarian,  grown  gray  under  the  helmet,  was 
not,  as  I  think,  a  very  hopeful  student  in  our  schools." 

"  As  much  though,  I  should  think,  as  a  menial 
slave,  which  I  understand  to  be  thy  condition,"  re- 
plied the  soldier.  "  But  I  have  understood  from  him, 
that  the  masters  of  this  idle  science  make  it  their 
business  to  substimte,  in  their  argumentations,  mere 
words  instead  ofideas;  and  as  they  never  agree 
upon  the  precise  meaning  of  the  former,  their  dis- 
putes can  never  arrive  at  a  fair  or  settled  conclusion, 
fonce  they  do  not  agree  in  the  language  in  which  they 
express  them.  Their  theories,  as  they  call  them,  are 
buut  on  the  sand,  and  the  wind  and  tide  shall  prevail 
against  them." 

^'  Say  so  to  my  master,"  answered  the  black,  in  a 
serious  tone. 

"  I  will,"  said  the  Varanman  j  "  and  he  shall  know 
me  as  an  ignorant  soldier,  navmg  but  few  ideas,  and 
those  only  osnceming  my  religion  and  my  military 
duty.  But  out  of  these  opinions  I  will  neither  be 
beaten  by  a  battery  of  sophisms,  nor  cheated  by  the 
arts  or  the  terrors  of  the  friends  of  heathenism,  either 
in  this  world  or  the  next." 

"  You  may  speak  your  mind  to  him  then  yoursell" 
said  Dioffenes.  He  stepped  to  a  side,  as  if  to  make 
way  for  the  Varangian,  to  whom  he  motioned  to  go 
forward. 

Hereward  advanced  accordingly,  by  a  half-worn 
and  almost  imperceptible  path  leading  through  the 
long  rough  grassy  and,  tumins  round  a  half-demo- 
lished shrine^  which  exhibited  the  remains  of  Apis, 
the  bovine  deity,  he  came  immediately  in  front  of  the 
philosopheri  Agelastes,  who,  sitting  among  the  ruins, 
reposed  his  limbs  on  the  grass. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

Throofh  tlw  vain  webs  which  puszle  lophifts'  ■kill, 

Plain  teme  and  honest  meaning  work  their  way ; 

So  sink  the  Ttryinf  clouds  upon  the  hill, 

When  the  clear  dawninc  briffhiens  into  daj.-Da.  Watts. 

Thb  old  man  rose  from  the  sround  with  alacrity, 
as  Hereward  approached.  "  My  bold  Varangian," 
be  said,  "  thou  who  valuest  men  and  things  not  ac- 
oording  to  the  false  estimate  ascribed  to  them  in  this 
worki,  out  to  their  real  importance  and  actual  value, 
thou  art  welcome,  whatever  has  brought  thee  hither 
— thou  art  welcome  to  a  place,  where  it  is  held  the 
best  business  of  philosophy  to  strip  man  of  his 
borrowed  ornaments,  and  reduce  him  to  the  just 
value  of  his  own  attributes  of  body  and  mind,  singly 
considered." 

"  You  are  a  courtier,  sir,"  said  the  Saxon,  "  and, 
as  a  permitted  companion  of  the  Emperor's  High- 
ness, you  must  be  aware,  that  there  are  twenty  times 
more  ceremonies  than  such  a  maq  as  I  can  oe  ac- 
quainted with,  for  regulating  the  difierent  ranks  in 
society :  while  a  plain  man  like  myself  may  be  well 
ejccused  from  pushing  himself  into  the  company  of 
those  above  him,  where  he  does  not  exactly  know 
how  he  should  comport  himself." 

*'  IVue,"  said  the  philosopher ;  "  biu  a  man  like 


yourself  noble  Hereward,  merits  more  consideration 
in  the  eyes  of  a  real  philosopher,  than  a  thousand  of 
those  mere  insects,  whom  the  smiles  of  a  court  call 
into  life,  and  whom  its  frowns  reduce  to  annihilation." 

"  You  are  yourself  grave  sir,  a  follower  of  the 
court,"  said  Eterewaru. 

"And  a -most  punctilious  one^"  said  Agelastes. 
"  There  is  not,  I  trust,  a  subject  in  the  empire  who 
knows  better  the  ten  thousand  punctilios  exigible 
from  those  of  different  ranks,  and  due  to  different 
authorities.  The  man  is  yet  to  be  bom  who  has  seen 
me  take  advantage  of  any  more  commodious  posture 
than  that  of  standing,  in  presence  of  the  royal  family. 
But  though  I  use  those  false  scales  in  society,  and  so 
far  con^m  to  its  errors,  my  real  judgment  is  of  a 
more  grave  character,  and  more  worthy  of  man,  as 
said  to  be  formed  in  the  image  of  his  Creator." 

"  There  can  be  small  occasion/'  said  the  Varan- 
gian, **  to  exercise  your  judgment  m  anv  respect  upon 
me,  nor  am  I  desirous  that  any  one  should  think  of 
me  otherwise  than  I  am :— -apoor  exile,  namely,  who 
endeavours  to  fix  bis  faith  upon  Heaven,  and  to  per- 
form his  duty  to  the  world  he  Uves  in.  and  to  the 
prince  in  whose  sovice  he  is  engaged.— And  now, 
grave  sir.  permit  me  to  ask,  whether  this  meeting  is 
by  your  desire,  and  for  what  is  its  purpose  1  An  Afri- 
can slave,  whom  I  met  in  the  public  walks,  and  who 
calls  himself  Diogenes,  tells  me  that  you  desired  to 
speak  with  me  ;  he  hath  somewhat  the  humour  of 
the  old  scoffer,  and  so  he  ma]r  have  lied.  If  so.  I 
will  even  forgive  him  the  beating  which  I  owe  nis 
assurance,  and  make  my  excuse  at  the  same  time  for 
having  broken  in  upon  your  retirement,  which  I  am 
totally  unfit  to  share." 

"Diogenes  has  not  played  you  false,"  answered 
Agelastes  ;  "  he  has  his  humours,  as  you  remarked 
even  now,  and  withtheae  some  qualities,  also  that  put 
him  upon  a  level  with  those  of  fairer  complexion  and 
better  features." 

"  And  for  what."  said  the  Varangian,  "  have  you 
so  employed  him  1  Can  your  wisdom  possibly  enter- 
tain a  wish  to  converse  with  me  V* 

"  I  am  an  observer  of  nature  and  of  humanity," 
answered  the  philosopher;  "  is  it  not  natural  that  I 
should  tire  of  those  beings  who  are  formed  entirely 
upon  artifice,  and  long  to  see  something  more  fresh 
from  the  hand  of  nature  V* 

see  not  that  in  me,"  said  the  Varangian ; 
rigour  of  mititary  discipline,  the  camp— the 
centurion— the  armour— frame  a  man's  sentunents 
and  limbs  to  them,  as  the  sea-crab  is  framed  to  its 
shell.    See  one  of  us,  and  you  see  us  alk" 

"  Permit  me  to  doubt  that,"  said  Agelastes :  "  and 
to  suppose  that,  in  >  Hereward.  the  son  of  Waltheofi^ 
I  see  an  extraordinary  men,  although  he  himself  may 
be  ignorant,  owing[  to  his  modesty,  of  the  rarity  of 
his  own  good  quaUties." 

"  The  son  ofWaltheofiT!"  answered  the  Varangian, 
somewhat  startled.— "  Do  yon  know  my  father's 
namef 

"  Be  not  surprised,"  answered  the  philosopher,  "at 
my  possessing  so  simple  a  piece  of  mformation.  It 
has  cost  me  but  little  trouble  to  attain  it  yet  I  would 
gladly  hope  that  the  labour  I  have  takeii  in  that 
matter  mav  convince  you  of  my  leal  deshe  to  call 
you  friend." 

"It  was  indeed  an  unusual  compliment,"  said 
Hereward,  "  that  a  man  of  vour  knowledge  and  sta- 
tion should  be  at  the  trouble  to  mqmre,  among  the 
Varangian  cohorts,  ooncemUig  the  descent  of  one  of 
their  constables.  I  scarcely  think  that  my  com- 
mander, the  Acolyte  himseU  would  think  such  know- 
ledge worthy  of  being  collected  or  preserved." 

''^Greater  men  than  he,"  saidAgelas^  "certamly 

would  not ^Tou  knaw  one  in  high  office,  who 

thinks  die  names  of  b^  most  faithf\il  soldiera  of  less 
mom^t  than  those  of  his  hunung  dogs  or  his  hawks, 
and  would  willingly  Mve  himself  the  trouble  of  call- 
ing them  otherwise  than  by  a  whistle." 

I  may  not  hear  diis,"  answered  the  Varangian. 

"  I  would  not  offend  you,"  said  the  philosopher,  "I 
would  not  even  shake  your  good  opimon  of  the  person 
I  allude  to :  yet  it  smprises  me  that  such  should  be 
entertained  by  one  of  your  great  quahties." 


"You 
"the 
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"  A  tni(*o  with  this,  grave  sir,  which  is  in  fact  tri- 
fling m  a  person  of  your  character  ami  appearance," 
answered  the  Ani;Io-SaXi)n.  *'  I  am  Hko  the  rocks  of 
my  coi:rjtr>' ;  the  Ixorco  wind",  cannot  shak^  mo,  the 
soft  rains  cannot  uult  nu.-;  flattery  ami  loiiii  words 
an-  alik«'  lost  upon  me." 

"  Ami  it  is  ewn  for  that  infloxihilily  of  mind,"  n*- 
phifi  Agclnsfc  s.  "  tinit  steady  conirniiJl  of  every  thing 
that  appniaches  thee,  save  In  the  li;ihl  of  a  duty,  that 
I  demand,  ahnosi  like  a  l»egj;ar,  that  pe^^'onal  ae- 
quainfanee,  whn'h  thou  refuse.?!  like  a  churl." 

''Pardon  nu-."  ."^aid  lienvvard,  "if  I  doubt  this. 
Whatever  stories  you  may  have  nieked  tip  concerning 
me,  not  unexag^erated  prohahly— sinei?  the  Greeks 
do  not  keep  th(!  [mvilege  of  honsting  so  entirely  to 
themselves  but  the  Varant-'ians  have  learned  a  little 
of  it-you  can  have  heard  nothini;  of  m«-  which  can 
autlionzi'  your  using  your  present  language,  excepting 
in  jest." 

"  Vou  mistake,  my  son,"  said  Agelasies  ;  "  heliev«j 
me  not  a  person  to  mix  in  the  idle  talk  nsiK-eting 
vou,  with  your  comrades  at  the  ale-cup.  Such  a»«  I 
am,  I  can  strike  on  this  broken  image  of  Anuhis"- - 
(here  he  touch»*<l  a  gigantic  fragmrnt  -if  a  statue  by 
hifl  fside)--"and  hid  the  spirit  who  long  prompte*!  the 
oracle,  descend,  and  once  more  reanimate  the  treni- 
bhng  nmss.  Wc  that  are  initiated  eni(»y  high  privi- 
leges -we  stamp  upon  those  mined  vaults,  and  the 
echo  which  dwells  there  answers  to  our  demand. 
Do  not  think,  that  altltou^h  i  crave  thy  friendsiiin,  1 
need  therefore  supi)licate  Ihee  for  information  either 
resp«'ctiiig  thys«^lf  or  others." 

'"  Vour  worris  arc  wonderful,"  said  the  Anglo- 
Saxon;  "but  by  such  promising  wonis  I  haveheanl 
that  manv  souls  have  nt^en  sinhict^i  from  the  path  of 
heaven.  My  grandsire,  Kenelm,  was  wont  to  saj', 
that  the  fair  words  of  the  heathen  philosophy  were 
more  hurtful  to  the  Christian  faith  than  the  menaces 
of  the  heathen  tyi-anis." 

"  1  knew  him,"  said  Agelastes.  "  What  avails 
it  whether  it  was  in  the  body  or  in  the  spirit?— He 
was  converted  from  the  faith  v(  Woden  by  a  noble 
monk,  and  died  a  priest  at  the  shrine  of  >St.  Au- 
gustin."* 

"True—"  said  Hereward;  "all  this  is  certain -- 
and  I  am  the  rather  bound  to  remember  his  words 
now  that  he  is  dead  and  uone.  When  I  liardly  knew 
his  nu'»ning,  lie  bid  me  beware  of  the  doctrine  which 
can<«cth  to  err,  which  is  taught  by  false  prophets, 
who  attest  their  doctrine  by  unreal  miracles." 

"This,"  said  Agelastes.  "is  mere  suiM.'r'<tition. 
Thy  grandsire  was  a  givid  and  excellent  man,  but 
narrow-minded  like  other  priests ;  and,  deceived  by 
their  example,  he  >^ished  but  to  (»pen  a  small  wickfjt 
in  the  gate  of  truth,  and  admit  the  world  only  on 
that  limited  scale.  Si-esf  thmi,  Hereward,  thy  grand- 
sire  and  most  men  of  religion  would  fain  narrow  our 
intellect  to  the  consideration  of  such  parts  of  the  im- 
material world  as  are.  essential  to  our  moral  guidance 
here,  and  our  final  salvation  hereafter;  but  it  is  not 
the  less  tru'\  that  man  has  liberty,  provided  he  has 
wisdom  ami  courage,  to  form  intimacies  with  beings 
more  pow^erful  than  himself,  who  can  defy  the  bounils 
of  space  by  whi-h  he  is  circum.scrihed,  and  overcome, 
by  their  metaphysical  powers,  diflUculties  which,  to 
the  timid  and  unlearned,  may  appear  wild  and  im- 
possible." 

"Vou  talk  of  a  follv,"  answere.!  Hereward,  "at 
whicli  childhood  gapci  and  manhood  smiles." 

"On  the  contrary,''  said  the  sage.  "I  talk  of  a 
longing  wish  which  evi.ry  man  fe<?Is  at  the  iHittom  of 
his  heart,  to  hold  communication  with  be-ings  more 
powerful  than  himself,  aul  who  are  not  naturally 
accessible  U)  our  orjKans.  iVrlieve  me.  Hereward,  so 
ardent  and  universal  an  aspir-ition  had  not  existed  in 
our  bosoms,  had  there  not  also  been  means,  if  stea- 
dily and  wisely  iiought,  of  attaining  its  iiccomplish- 
nient.  I  will  appeal  to  thine  own  heart,  and  prove 
to  thee,  even  by  a  single  word,  that  what  I  say  is 
truth.  Thy  thoughts  are  even  now  ujwn  a  being  long 
absent  or  dead,  and  wth  the  name  of  Bertha,  a 
inouKand  emotionn  rush  to  thy  heart,  which  in  thy 
ignorance  thou  hadst  esteemed  furled  up  for  ever,  like 
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spoils  of  the  dead  hunff  above  a  tombetone !— Thou 
startest  and  chancest  thy  colour— I  joy  to  we,  by 
these  signs,  that  the  firmness  and  indomitable  cou- 
rage which  men  ascribe  to  thee,  have  left  the  avenues 
of  the  heart  as  free  as  ever  to  kindly  and  to  generous 
affections,  while  they  have  barred  them  against  tho&e 
of  fear,  uncertainty,  and  all  thi*  caitiff  tribe  of  meaner 
sensation.  I  have  profltred  to  esteem  thf*--,  and  I 
have  no  liesitation  m  proving  it.  1  will  tell  thct-.  if 
thou  dewrrst  to  know  it,  the  fate  of  that  very  Bertha, 
who.»*«'  memory  thou  hast  cherished  in  thy  nrrasi  in 
in  spite  of  thee,  amidst  the  toil  of  the  day  and  the  re- 
pos«'  of  the  iii^hf,  in  the  battle  and  in  the  truce,  when 
sijorting  with  tliy  (rompanions  infield.sof  exercise,  or 
attempting  lo  pro.seciite  the  study  of  Gnek  learni!i«. 
in  which  if  thou  wouldst  advance,  I  can  teach  it  by  a 
short  road." 

VVhili;  Agelastes  thus  .«poke,  the  Varangian  in  some 
( degree  recoven-cl  hi.s  comiHisure,  and  made  answer 
thouuh  his  voice  was  riomewhat  tremulous, — 

"Who  thou  art,  I  know  not  -what  thou  wouMst 
with  me,  f  cannot  tell— bv  what  means  thou  hast 
gathered  intelligence  of  such  consequence  to  mc,  and 
of  so  little  to  another,  I  Iiave  no  conception.— But 
this  I  know,  that  by  intention  or  accident,  thou  hnst 
pronounceil  a  name  which  agitates  my  htrart  to  its 
deepi'st  reccifses ;  yet  am  I  a  Christian  and  Varan- 
gian, and  neither  to  my  God  nor  to  my  adopted  princu 
will  I  willingly  stagger  in  my  faitb.  W'hat  is  t«  bi? 
wrought  by  idols  or  by  false  ifeitiea,  must  be  a  trfnwn 
to  the  real  divinity.  Nor  is  it  less  certain  that  thou 
hast  let  glance  some  arrows,  though  the  rules  of  IJiy 
allegiance  strictly  forbid  it,  at  the  Emi)eror  himself. 
Henceforwanj,  therefore,  I  refuw  to  conimunicatr> 
with  thei\  be  it  for  weal  or  wo.  I  am  the  Empenv's 
waged  soldier,  and  although  1  aftect  iiot  the  nice  pre- 
cisions of  mspe<:t  and  ol)ediencc,  which  arc  exacted 
in  so  many  various  casea,  and  by  so  many  variouj 
rul(?s,  yet  I  am  his  defence,  and  my  battle-axe  is  his 
body-tmard." 

"No  one  doubts  it,"  said  the  philosopher.  "Bui 
art  thou  not  also  bound  to  a  nearer  dependence  upon 
the  great  Acolyte,  Achilles  Tatius  ?" 

"No.  He  is  my  general,  accorrUng  to  the  rules  of 
our  strvice,"  answered  the  Varangian  ;  "to  me  he 
has  always  shown  himst^lf  a  kind  and  good-natured 
man,  aiul,  his  dues  of  rank  apart,  I  may  say  hasi  de- 
ported himself  as  a  friend  rather  than  a  commander. 
He  is,  however,  my  piaster's  ser^'ant  as  well  as  I  am : 
nor  do  1  hold  the  diflerencc  of  great  amount,  which 
the  word  of  a  man  can  give  or  take  away  at  plea- 
sure." 

"It  is  nobly  spoken,"  wikl  Agelastes;  "and  you 
y<»nrsclf  are  surely  entitled  to  stand  erect  before  one 
whom  you  supersede  in  courage  and  in  the  art  of 
war." 


"  P&nlon  me,"  retumwl  the  Briton,  "  if  I  decL-ne 
the  attributed  compliment,  as  what  in  no  respect  be- 
longs to  mc.  The  Emperor  chooses  his  own  officers, 
in  resjK'Ct  of  tfieir  power  of  serving  him  as  he  dc^iiw 
to  be  servcfl.  In  this  it  is  likely  I  might  fail;  I  have 
said  already  I  owe  my  Emperor  my  obedience,  my 
duty,  and  my  service,  nor  does  it  seem  to  me  nece»- 
sary  to  carry  our  explanation  farther." 

"  Singular  man !"  said  Agelastes ;  *'  is  there  no- 
thing that  can  move  thee  but  things  that  arc  fonign 
to  thyself?  The  name  of  thy  Emperor  and  thy  com- 
ma nuer  arc  no  spell  upon  thee,  and  even  that  of  the 
object  thou  hast  loved  

Here,  the  Varangian  interrupted  him. 

"I  have  thought"  he  said,  "upon  the  words  thoa 
ha»t  spoken,  thou  hast  found  the  means  to  shake mr 
heart-strings,  but  not  to  unsettle  my  principles.  \ 
will  hold  no  conversi  with  thee  on  a  matter  in  which 
thou  can.st  not  have  interest.  Necromancers,  it  if 
said,  i>erform  their  spells  by  means  of  the  epithets  of 
the  Holiest ;  no  marvel,  tnen,  should  they  use  the 
names  of  the  purest  of  his  creation  to  serve  their  vn- 
hallowtnl  purposes.  I  will  none  of  such  tmcklinft 
disgraceful  to  the  deaa  perhaps  as  to  the  linnc. 
Whatever  has  been  thy  purpose,  old  roan— for,  tfaoai 
not  thy  strange  words  have  passed  unnotkM'-bs 
thou  assured  I  bear  that  in  my  heart  which  defies 
alike  thu  seduction  of  men  and  of  fiends." 
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With  this  the  soldier  turned,  and  left  the  ruined 
temple,  after  a  sli^t  inclination  of  hie  head  to  the 
philosopher. 

Agelaates,  after  the  departure  of  tjbe  aoldier,  re- 
mained alone,  apparently  absorbed  in  meditation, 
until  he  was  suddenly  disturbed  by  the  entrance,  into 
the  ruins,  of  Achilles  Tatius.    The  leader  of  the  Va- 
ransiana  spoke  not  until  he  had  time  to  form  some 
result  from  the  philosopher's  features.    He  theh  said, 
"Thou  remainest,  sage  Ai|;elastes,  confident  in  the 
purpose  of  which  we  have  lately  spoke  toeether?" 
"  I  do."  said  A^elastes,  with  gravity  and  firmness. 
"But,^'  replied  AchUles  Tatius,  "thou  hast  not 
gained  to  our  side  that  proselyte,  whose  coolness  and 
courage  would  serve  us  better  in  our  hour  of  need  than 
the  service  of  a  thousand  cold-hearted  slaves'?" 
"I  have  not  succeeded,"  answered  the  phUosopher. 
"And  thou  dost  not  blush  to  own  it?"  said  the  im- 
perial officer  in  replv.    "  Thou,  the  wisest  of  those 
who  vet  pretend  to  Grecian  wisdom,  the  most  power- 
ful ot  those,  who  still  assert  the  skill  by  word&  signs, 
natnes,  periapt&  and  soells,  to  exceed  the  sphere  to 
which  thy  faculties  belong,  hast  been  foiled  in  thy 
trade  of  persuasion,  like  an  infant  worsted  in  debate 
with  its  domestic  tutor?    Out  upon  thee,  that  thou 
canst  not  sustain  in  argument  the  character  which 
thou  wouldst  so  fain  assume  to  thyself!" 

"  Peace !"  said  the  Grecian.  "  I  nave  as  yet  gained 
nothing,  it  is  true,  over  this  obstinate  andfinnexible 
man ;  but.  Achilles  Tatius,  neither  have  I  lost.  We 
both  stand  where  yesterday  we  did,  with  this  advan- 
tage on  my  side,  that  I  have  suggested  to  him  such 
an  object  of  interest  as  he  shall  never  be  able  to  ex- 
pel from  his  mmd,  until  he  hath  had  recourse  to  me 
to  obtfun  farther  knowledge  concerning  it.— And  now 
let  this  singular  person  remain  for  a  time  unmen- 
tioned;  yet  trust  me,  though  flattery,  avarice,  and 
ambition  may  fail  to  gain  him,  a  bait  nevertheless  re- 
mains, that  shall  make  him  as  completely  our  own 
as  any  that  is  bound  within  our  mystic  and  inviolable 
contract.  Tell  me  then,  how  go  on  the  affairs  of  the 
empire  1  Does  this  tide  of  Latin  warriors,  so  strangely 
set  allowing,  still  rush  on  to  the  banks  ot  the  Bospho- 
rual  and  does  Alexhis  still  entertain  hopes  to  dimi- 
nish and  divide  the  strength  of  numbers,  which  he 
could  in  vain  hope  to  defy?" 

"  Something  nirther  or  intelligence  has  been  gained, 
even  within  a  very  few  hours,"  answered  Achilles 
Tatius.  "  Bohemond  came  to  the  city  with  some  six 
or  eight  light-horse,  and  in  a  species  of  disguise. 
Considering  how  often  he  had  been  the  Emperor's 
enemy,  his  project  was  a  perilous  one.  But  when  is 
it  that  these  Franks  draw  back  on  account  of  dan- 
ger 7  The  Emperor  perceived  at  once  that  the  Count 
was  come  to  see  what  he  might  obtain,  by  presenting 
himself  at  the  very  first  object  of  his  liberality,  and 
by  ofiering  his  assistance  as  mediator  with  Godfrey 
of  Bouillon  and  the  other  princes  of  the  crusade." 

"It  is  a  species  of  policy,"  answered  the  sage,  "for 
which  he  would  receive  full  credit  from  the  Emperor." 
Achilles  Tatius  proceeded :— "  Count  Bohemond 
was  discovered  to  the  imperial  court  as  if  it  were  by 
mere  accident,  and  he  was  welcomed  with  marks  of 
favour  and  splendour  which  had  never  been  even 
mentioned  as  being  fit  for  any  one  of  the  Prankish 
raoe.  There  was  no,  word  or  ancient  enmity  or  of 
former  wars,  no  mention  of  Bohemond  as  the  ancient 
osarpor  of  Antioch,  and  the  encroacher  upon  the 
empire.  But  thanks  to  Heaven  were  returned  on  all 
aides,  which  had  sent  a  faithful  ally  to  the  imperial 
assistance  at  a  moment  of  such  imminent  peril  1" 

"  And  what  said  Bohemond  1"  inquired  the  philo- 
sopher. 

"  Little  or  nothing,"  said  the  captain  of  the  Va- 
rangians, "untiL  as  I  learned  from  the  domestic 
slave  Narses,  a  large  sum  of  gold  had  been  aban- 
doned to  him.  Connderabledistricts  were  afterwards 
agreed  to  be  ceded  to  him,  and  other  advantages 
granted,  on  condition  he  should  stand  on  this  occa- 
aum  the  steady  friend  of  the  empire  and  its  master. 
Such  'was  the  Emperor's  munificence  towards  the 
ffreedy  barbarian,  that  a  chamber  in  the  palace  was, 
by  chance,  as  it  were,  left  exposed  to  his  vie^  con- 
taining large  quantities  of  manufactured  silks,  of 


jewellers'  work,  of  gold  and  silver,  and  other  articles 
of  great  value.  When  the  rapacious  Frank  could  not 
forbear'  some  expressions  of  admiration,  he  was 
assured,  that  the  contents  of  the  treasure-chamber 
were  his  own,  provided  he  valued  them  as  showing 
forth  the  warmth  and  sincerity  of  his  imperial  ally 
towards  his  friends;— and  these  precious  articles 
were  accordingly  conveyed  to  the  tent  of  the  Norman 
leader.  By  such  measures,  the  Emperor  must  make 
himself  master  of  Bohemond,  both  bbdy  and  soul,  for 
the  Franks  themselves  say  it  is  strange  to  see  a  man 
of  undaunted  bravery,  ana  towering  ambition,  so  in- 
fected, nevertheless,  with  avarice,  which  they  term  a 
mean  and  unnatural  vice." 

"  Bohemond,"  said  Agelastes,  "  is  then  the  Em- 
peror's for  life  and  death— always,  that  is,  till  the 
recollection  of  the  royal  munificence  be  efiaced  by  a 
greater  gratuity.  Alexiua,  proud  as  he  naturally  m 
of  his  management  with  this  important  chieftain,  will 
no  doubt  expect  to  prevail  by  his  counsels,  on  most 
of  the  other  crusaders,  and  even  on  Godfrey  of  Bouil- 
lon himself  to  take  an  oath  of  submission  and  fide- 
lity to  the  Emperor,  which,  were  it  not  for  the  sacred 
nature  of  their  warfare,  the  meanest  gentleman 
among  thetn  would  not  submit  to,  were  it  to  be  lord 
of  a  province.  There,  then,  we  rest.  A  few  days 
must  determine  what  wehave  to  do.  An  earlier  dis- 
covery would  be  destruction." 

"  We  meet  not  then  to-night?"  said  the  Acolyte. 

"No,"  replied  the  sage;  "unless  we  are  sum- 
moned to  that  foolish  stage-play  or  recitation ;  and 
then  we  meet  as  playthings  in  the  hand  of  a  silly 
woman,  the  spoiled  child  of  a  weak-minded  parent." 

'Tatius  then  took  his  leave  of  the  philosopher,  and, 
as  if  fearfiil  of  behig  seen  in  each  other's  coinpany, 
they  left  theb  solitary  place  of  meeting  by  different 
routes.  The  Varangian.  Hereward,  received,  shortly 
after,  a  summons  from  his  superior^  who  acquainted 
him  that  he  should  not,  as  formerly  intimated,  require 
his  attendance  that  evening. 

Achilles  then  paused,  and  added,— "Thou  hast 
something  on  thy  lips  thou  wouldst  say  to  me,  which, 
nevertheless,  hesitates  to  break  forth.' 

"It is  only  this,"  answered  the  soldier:  "I  have 
had  an  interview  with  the  man  called  Agelastes,  and 
he  seems  something  so  different  from  what  he  ap- 

E eared  when  we  last  spoke  of  him,  that  I  cannot  for- 
ear  mentioning  to  vou  what  I  have  seen.  He  is  not 
an  insignificant  trifler,  whose  object  it  is  to  raise  a 
laugh  at  his  own  expense^  or  that  of  any  other.  He 
is  a  deep-thinking  and  far-reachim;  man,  who,  for 
some  reason  or  other,  is  desirous  of  forming  fhends, 
and  drawing  a  party  to  himself  Your  own  wisdom 
will  teach  you  to  beware  of  him." 

"Thou  art  an  honest  fellow,  my  poor  Hereward." 
said' Achilles  Tatius,  with  an  affectation  of  good- 
natured  contempt.  "Such  men  as  Agelastes  do 
often  frame  their  severest  jests  in  the  shape  of  formal 

Kavity— they  will  pretend  to  possess  the  most,  un- 
funded power  over  elements  and  elemental  spints— 
they  will  make  themselves  mastere  of  the  names  and 
anecdotes  best  known  to  those  whom  they  make 
their  sport ;  and  any  one  who  shall  listen  to  them, 
shall,  in  the  words  of  the  divine  Homer,  only  expose 
himself  to  a  flood  of  inextinguisbable  laughter.  I 
have  often  known  hiin  select  one  of  the  rawest  and 
most  ignorant  persons  in  presence,  and  to  him,  for  the 
amusement  of  the  rest,  he  has  pretended  to  cause  the 
absent  to  appear,  the  distant  to  draw  near,  and  the 
dead  themselves  to  burst  the  cerements  of  the  grave. 
Take  care,  Hereward.  that  his  arts  make  not  s  stam 
on  the  credit  of  one  of  my  bravest  Varangians." 

"  There  is  no  danger,"  answered  Hereward.  I 
shall  not  be  fond  of  being  often  with  this  man.  If 
he  jests  upon  one  subject  which  he  hath  mentioned 
to  me,  I  shall  be  but  too  likely  to  teach  him  serious- 
ness after  a  rough  manner.  And  if  he  is  senpus  m 
his  pretensions  m  such  mystical  matters,  we  should, 
according  to'the  faith  of  my  grandfather,  Kenelm,  do 
insult  to  the  deceased,  whose  name  is  taken  in  the 
mouth  of  a  soothsayer,  or  impious  enchanter.  I  will 
not,  therefore,  aifam  go  near  this  Agelastes,  be  ha 
wizzard,  or  be  ha  impostor." 

'*  You  apprehend  me  not "  said  the  Aeolyte,  has- 
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tilv ;  "  yon  miafake  my  meaning.  He  is  a  man  from 
whom,  if  hf  plense#«  to  convorsn  with  rfiicrh  as  you, 
yon  may  derive  mucli  knowledui* ;  keepinj?out  of  the 
reach  of  those  pretended  secret  arts  whieh  lie  will 
only  use  to  turn  ihec  into  ridicule."  With  the.^e 
w;ord».  wliieli  he  him.aelf  would  perhaps  have  felt  it 
difficult  to  n-oojicilf,  tin;  lcad«:r  and  his  folio wt-r 
parted. 


(II  AFTER   IX. 

BciwfH'ti  iho  fnamin.'j  juw!*  of  ihc  whim  rorioni. 
Tlie  hkilOil  uriiiil  ilmwH  a  mkIiIimi  inouml  : 
Ky  level  loiitr  lu>  hut>ilivui<:-i  tlii-ii  ntivni^lli 
f*foa!iii;r  llif  untor-s  from  their  mok>  I.imI, 
Fir-l  to  ihmini-ih  uhnt  lie  inr.iiiii  in  comiuin' ; 
Th«M),  for  III"  rvj-iUii*'  lu'  furriw  a  roud 
Kni^y  til  kr-cp.  ami  iianuul  lo  iloiierl, 
And  euichiiif  lo  iIk>  end  the  pluiiiicr  aimed  ar 

It  would  have  lui  n  easy  for  .Mt-xiuH,  bv  a  coursfof 
avow»>il  pusj>ieion,  or  any  fal.^e  :^tep  in  tin*  nmuiUTof  • 
receiving;  tins  tumultuary  invapif)n  of  the  F.uropi  an 
nations,  to  have  blown  into  a  tlanie  tho  numerous 
but  smothered  grievances  umler  which  they  laboured ; 
and  a  similar  catastrophe  would  not  have  h»!<>n  less 
certain,  hud  he  at  once  aba  ndontxJ  all  thoutihtsof  n- 
8i8tanc<\  and  placeil  his  hope  of  safely  in  surrender- 
ing to  the  undtitudes  of  the  west  whatsoevi-r  they  ac-  . 
counted  worth  taldnjf.  The  I'mperor  chose  a  miudli* 
course;  and,  inujuestionably,  in  the  w;eakn«'SSof  ihe 
Greek  empire,  it  was  the  t>nlv  one  which  would  have 
given  him  at  cmce  siifety,  and  a  prreat  deprce  ot"  <-o:i- 
scquencc  in  lhi»  eyes  of  the  Frank  invader.'?,  and 
those  of  his  own  subjoet.s.  The  means  with  which  ; 
he  acted  were  of  various  kinds,  and,  raihor  from  iw)liey 
than  inclination  were  often  stained  with  falsehood  or 
meanness ;  therefore  it  follows,  that  the  measurer*  of 
the  Emperor  resembled  those  of  the  snake,  who 
twines  himself  through  the  pras?,  with  the  punu'se 
of  stingins  insidiously  those  whom  he  fears  to  ap- 
proach with  the  step  of  the  bold  and  ^enerous  lion. 
We  arc  not,  however,  wrilinc  the  History  of  the 
Cru8adc9,«ind  what  we  htve  olreBdy  said  of  the  Em- 
peror's precautions  on  the  first  appearance  «)f  God- 
frey of  Bouillon,  and  his  associates,  may  suilk'e  for 
the  elucidation  of  our  story. 

About  four  wieks  had  now  pa.ssfid  over,  marked  by 
quarrels  ami  reconcilements  between  the  crusaders 
and  the  Grecians  of  the  empire.   The  former  were,  as 
Alexins's  policy  dictated,  occasionally  and  individu- 
ally received  with  extreme  honour,  and  their  leaders  ; 
loaded  with  n?speet  and  favour;  while,  from  time  to  ! 
time,  such  bodi«?s  of  them  as  sought  distant  or  cir- 1 
cuitqus  routes  to  the  capital,  wereintcrcepte<l  and  cut  | 
10  pie«x-8  by  lisht-armed  troops,  who  easily  passed  ■ 
upon  their  ignorant  opponents  for  Turks,  Sevihians, 
or  other  inhdels,  and  sometimes  were  actually  .^uch, 
but  in  the  serA'ice  of  the  Grecian  monarch.    Often, 
too,  it  hap{)enefl,  that  while  the  more  powerful  chiefs 
of  the  crusade  were  feastwl  by  the  Emperor  and  his 
ministers  with  the  richest  delicacies,  and  tlieir  thirst 
slaked  with  iced  wine.s,  their  followers  were  left  at  a 
distance,  where,  intentionally  supplied  with  adulte- 
rated flour,  tainted  provisions,  ana  bad  water,  they 
contracted  diseaacfl,  and  died  in  proat  numbers,  with- 
out having  once  seen  a  foot  of  the  Holy  Land,  for 
the  recovery  of  which  they  had  abandoned   their 
peace,  tlieir  competence,  and  their  native  country. 
These  agressions  did  not  pass  witlwuit  complaint. 
Many  of  the  cnisading  chiefs  impugned  the  fidelity 
of  their  allies,  expo.^ed  the  loi<ses  sustained  by  their  i 
armies  as  e\ils  voluntarily  inllicted  on  them  ny  the; 
Greeks,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion,  the  two  na- ! 
tions  stood  opposi  d  to  each  otht  r  on  such  terms  that  j 
a  general  war  8ei>me<l  to  be  inevitable. 

Alexius,  however,  thoui^h  obliged  to  have  recourse 
to  every  fine.^se,  still  kept  bis  irround,  and  made 
peace  wHlh  the  most  powerful  chiefs,  mider  one  pre- 
tence or  other.  The  actual  losses  of  the  crusaders  by 
the  sword  he  imputed  to  their  own  aggressions— their 
misguidance,  to  accident  and  to  wilfulness— tlie 
effects  produced  on  them  by  the  adulterated  provi- 
sions, to  the  vehemence  of  their  own  appetite  for  raw 


fruits  and  un ripened  wines.  In  .short,  there  was  no 
disaster  of  any  kind  whatsoever  whirli  could  possi- 
bly b(.l':dl  the  unhappy  pilgrims,  but  the  Emperor 
stood  prtpannl  to  prove  that  it  was  the  natural  con- 
scouence  of  their  own  violence,  wilfulness  of  conduct, 
or  liostde  preeipitancy. 

Thecliieff-,  who  werc»  not  ignorant  of  their  Ftn-n^rli. 
would  not,  it  was  hkely,  have  tamely  suffered  inju- 
rii  8  fmm  a  power  so  inUrior  to  their  own. were  it  not 
that  they  had  formed  extravagant  ideas  of  the  wcalrh 
of  the  Eastern  eiupirCj  whieh  AJexius  EKv.-ir.tvl  wjlliaf; 
to  share  with  tin  m  with  an  excess  of  bounty  o*  new 
to  the  leaders  as  the  rieh  produciions  of  the  £3«i 
were  temptiuji  to  tht.ir  followers. 

The  French  nobles  would  j^rhaps  hove  Iveeii  iko 
most  difhcult  to  be  briuifht  mfo  order  when  d.f?i?r- 
enccs  aro.<ie,  but  an  accinenl,  which  the  Eni|j«=>ror 
miirht  have  termed  providential,  reduced  the  li;-'h- 
Kpirited  C^oiint  of  Vermandois  to  the  situation  oi  a 
suppliant,  when  he  expected  to  hold  iliat  of  .i  diita- 
tor.  A  fit.rce  tempi  st  surj^rised  his  fleet  after  he  set 
^ail  from  Italy,  and  he  was  iinully  dnven  on  'If 
con.«i  of  (>n*"ce.  Many  ships  were  di.-stro^'ed,  and 
tliofie  troops  who  pot  ashore  were  so  much  di.atrc&s- 
ed,  thai  they  were  obi igal  to  surrender  themselves  lo 
the  lieutenants  of  Alexius.  So  that  tlie  Count  of 
Vermandois,  so  haughty  in  his  bearing  when  he  tirst 
embarked,  was  sent  to  the  court  of  Consiantinof'Ie, 
not  as  a  prince,  but  as  a  prisoner.  In  this  cas<.  the 
Emperor  instantly  net  ilie  soldiers  at  liberty,  and 
loadtd  them  with  presi-nts.* 

(Jrateful,  therefore,  for  attentions  in  which  Al<=iiu^ 
was  mireniittiuir,  Count  Hugh  was,  by  frraiiti.^e  u» 
well  as  interest,  inclined  lojoin  the  opmion  of  thriK 
who,  for  other  reasons,  desirt-d  the  subsistcnc*'  of 
peace  betwixt  the  crusaders  and  the  empire  of  GrK<*e. 
A  betler  principle  driermined  the  celebrateil  Gt-Jfrej", 
Raymond  of  Thouloiise,  and  some  others,  in  wlioai 
devotion  was  someihini;  more  than  a  mert^  bur^t  of 
fanaticism.  These  princes  considered  with  what 
scandal  their  whole  journey  must  be  stained,  if  ihe 
first  of  their  e.xploits  should  be  a  war  upon  the 
Grecian  empire,  which  mi^ht  justly  be  called  ihf 
barrit  r  of  Christindoni.  If  it  was  weak,  and  at  the 
same  time  rich  -if  at  the  same  time  it  iiivitcd  rapine, 
and  was  unable  to  protect  itself  against  it— it  was  the 
more  their  interest  and  duty,  as  Christian  soldiers  \o 
protect  a  Christian  state,  whose  existence  was  <A  m 
much  con?e<iuence  to  the  common  cause,  even  whfli 
it  could  not  defend  itsell".  It  was  the  wish  of  these 
frank-hearted  men  to  receive  the  Emperor's  profa- 
sions  of  friendship  with  such  sincere  returns  of  amity 
—to  return  his  kindness  with  so  much  usur)'.  o»  to 
convince  him  that  their  purpose  towards  him  wa^io 
everv  reinpcct  fair  and  honourable,  and  that  it  would 
be  his  intejest  to  abstain  from  every  injurious  imit* 
ment  which  might  induce  or  compel  tnem  to  altff 
their  measures  towards  him. 

It  was  with  this  accommodating  spirit  towrord^ 
Alexius,  which,  for  many  different  and  complicated 
reasons,  had  now  animated  most  of  the  cnvaden^ 
that  the  chiefs  consented  to  a  measure  which,  in 
other  circumstances,  they  would  probably  have  re- 
fused, as  undue  to  the  Greeks  and  dishonourable  to 
themselves.  This  was  the  famous  resolution,  thai, 
before  crossing  the  Bosphorus  to  go  in  quest  of  that 
Palestine  whieh  thev  had  vowed  to  regain,  each  chief 
of  crusaders  would  acknowledee  individually  dw 
Grecian  Emperor,  orifrinallv  lord  paramount  of  aD 
these  regions,  as  their  liege  lord  and  suzerain. 

The  Emperor  Alexius,  with,  trembling  joy,  beheld 
the  crusaders  approach  a  conclusion  to  which  Itf 
had  hoped  to  bribe  them  rather  by  inieraated  meaiii 
than  by  reasoning,  although  much  misht  be  said  war 
provinces  reconquered  from  the  Turks  or  Saraonu 
should,  if  recovered  from  the  infidel,  become  >JPUf>J 
part  of  the  Grecian  empire,  from  which  they  Iw 
been  rent  without  any  preten(.*e,  save  that  <h  vnh 
lonce. 

Though  fearful,  and  almost  despairing  of  beu  . 
able  to  manage  the  rude  and  discordant  unTjf 
haughty  chiefs,  who  were  wholly  independent  of  sMi 
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other,  Alexius  failed  not,  with  eagerness  and  dexte- 
rity, to  seize  upon  the  admission  of  Godfrey  and  his 
compeers,  that  the  Emperor  was  entitled  to  the  alle- 
fQumce  of  all  who'  should  war  on  Paleetinei  and 
natural  lord  paramount  of  all  the  conquests  which 
should  be  made  in  the  coarse  of  the  expedition.  He 
was  resolved  to  make  this  ceremony  so  public,  and 
to  interest  men's  minds  in  it  by  such  a  display  of  the 
imperial  pomp  and  munificence^  that  it  should  not 
either  pass  unlcnown,  or  be  readily  forgotten. 

An  extensive  terrace,  one  of  the  numerous  spaces 
which  extend  along  the  coast  of  the  Propontis,  was 
chosen  for  the  site  of  the  magnificent  ceremony. 
Here  was  placed  an  elevated  and  august  throne,  cal- 
culated Ibr  the  use  of  the  Emperor  alone.  On  this 
occaaoQ,  by  suffering  no  other  seats  within  view  of 
the  pageant,  the  Greeks  endeavoured  to  secure  a 
point  of  ceremony  peculiarly  dear  to  their  vanity, 
namely,  that  none  of  that  presence,  save  the  Em- 
peror himself,  should  be  seated.  Around  the  throne 
of  Alexius  Comnenus  were  placed  in  order^  but  stand- 
ing|  the  various  dignitaries  of  his  splendid  cx)urt,  in 
thev  different  ranks,  from  the  Protosebasios  and  the 
Cesar,  to  the  Patriarch,  splendid  in  his  ecclesiastic 
robes,  and  to  Agelastes,  who,  in  his  simple  habit, 
gave  also  the  necessarv  attendance.  Behind  ana 
around  the  splendid  display  of  the  Emperor's  court, 
were  drawn  many  dark  circles  of  the  exiled  Anglo- 
Saxons.  These,  by  their  own  desire,  were  not,  on 
that  memorable  day,  accoutred  in  the  silver  corslets 
which  were  the  fashion  of  an  idle  court,  but  sheathed 
in  mail  and  plate.  They  desired,  they  said,  to  be 
known  as  warriors  to  warriors.  This  was  the  more 
readily  granted,  as  there  was  no  knowing  what  trifle 
mieht  mfringe  a  truce  between  parties  so  inflam- 
mable as  were  now  assembled. 

Beyond  the  Varangians,  in  much  greater  numbers, 
were  drawn  up  the  bands  of  Gh'ecians,  or  Romans, 
then  known  oy  the  title  of  Immortals,  which  had 
been  borrowed  by  the  Romans  originally  from  the 
empire  of  Persia.  The  stately  forms,  lofty  crests, 
and  splendid  apparel  of  these  guards,  would  have 
given  the  foreign  princes  present  a  higher  idea  of 
their  military  prowe^  had  there  not  occurred  in  their 
ranks  a  frequent  indication  of  loquacity  and  of  mo- 
tion, forming  a  strong  contrast  to  the  steady  compo- 
sure and  deathlike  silence  with  which  the  well- train- 
ed Varangians  stood  in  the  parade,  like  statues 
made  of  iron. 

The  reader  must  then  conceive  this  throne  in  all 
the  pomp  of  Oriental  greatness,  surrounded  bv  the 
forewn  and  Roman  troops  of  the  empire,  and  closed 
on  the  rear  by  clouds  of  fight-horse,  who  shifted  their 
places  r^Msatedly,  so  as  to  convey  an  idea  of  their 
multitude,  without  affording  the  exact  means  of  esti- 
mating it.  Through  the  dust  which  they  raised  by 
these  evolutions^  might  be  seen  banners  and  stand- 
■rds,  among  which  could  be  discovered,  by  glances, 
the  celebrated  Labahvm,*  the  pledge  of  conquest  to 
the  imperial  banners,  but  whose  sacred  efficacy  had 
somewhat  failed  of  late  days.  The  rude  soldiers  of 
the  West,  who  viewed  the  Grecian  army,  maintained 
that  the  standards  which  were  exhibited  in  f^ont  of 
their  line,  were  at  least  sufficient  for  the  array  of  ten 
tunes  the  number  of  soldiers. 

Par  on  the  right,  the  appearance  of  a  very  large 
body  of  European  cavalry  drawn  up  on  the  seashore, 
mtimated  the  presence  of  the  crusaders.  So  great 
was  the  desire  to  follow  the  example  of  the  chief 
Pnnoes,  Dukes,  and  Counts,  in  making  tlie  proposed 
fealty,  that  the  number  of  independent  knights  and 
nobles,  who  were  to  perform  this  service,  seemed 
jcry  great  when  collected  together  for  that  purpose: 
for  every  crusader  who  possessed  a  tower,  and  led 

*  DxrcANaa  filla  half  a  column  of  hii  hnge  tmge  with  the  mero 
MnM  of  th«  aathon  who  havo  writtea  at  leocth  on  the  Lab^ 
'^w.  .or  principal  standard  of  the  empira  for  the  time  of  Con- 
■tantioe.  It  comiated  of  a  spear  of  ailrer,  or  plated  with  that 
nwtaJ,  havinc  toapeoded  ftom  a  crou  beam  below  the  spoke  a 
■mall  sqnara  sillcen  banner,  adorned  with  portraits  of  the  reign- 
ing familr,  and  over  theae  the  fkmoas  Monogram  whieh  oz- 
raies  at  oooe  the  ftguro  of  the  cross  and  the  mitial  letters  of 
(ba  nann  of  Clirist.  The  bearer  of  tho  LaHmm  was  an  oflloer 
or  high  rank  down  to  the  last  dajrs  of  the  Brzantine  govem- 
BieiiL-.aee  Oibboo,  chap.  90. 

to  have  troved,  from  the  evidenee  of  coins 


six  lanceS)  would  have  thought  hunself  abridged  of 
his  dignity  if  he  had  not  been  called  to  acknowledge 
the  Grecian  Emperor,  and  hold  the  lands  he  should 
conquer  of  his  throne,  as  well  as  Godfrey  of  Bouillon, 
or  Hugh  the  Great,  Count  of  Vermandois.  And  vet. 
with  strange  inconsistency,  though  they  oressed  to 
fulfil  the  homage  as  that  which  was  paid  by  greater 
persons  than  themselves,  they  seemed,  at  the  very 
same  time,  desirous  to  find  some  mode  of  intimating 
that  the  homage  which  they  rendered  they  felt  as  an 
idle  degradation,  and  in  fact  held  the  whole  show  as 
a  mere  piece  of  mockery. 

The  order  of  the  procession  had  been  thus  settled : 
— The  Crusaders,  or.  as  the  Grecians  called  them, 
the  Counts^ — that  being  the  most  common  title 
among  them,— were  to  advance  from  the  left  of  their 
body,  and  passing  the  Emperor  one  by  one,  were  ap- 
prised, that,  in  passing,  each  was  to  render  to  him. 
m  as  few  words  as  possible,  the  homage  which  fiad 
been  previously  agreed  on.  Grodfi'ey  ofBouillon,  his 
brother  Baldwin,  Bohemond  of  Antioch,  and  several 
other  crusaders  of  eminence,  were  the  first  to  perform 
the  ceremony,  aligfatiiig  when  their  own  part  was 
performed,  and  remaining  in  attendance  by  the  Em- 
peror's choir,  to  prevent,  by  the  awe  of  then:  presence, 
any  of  their  numerous  associates  firom  being  guilty  of 
petulance  or  presumption  during  the  solemnity. — 
Other  crusaders  of  less  degree  retained  their  station 
near  the  Emperor,  when  they  had  onoe gained  it,  out 
of  mere  curiosity,  or  to  show  that  they  were  as  much 
at  libertv  to  do  so  as  the  greater  commanders  who 
assumed  that  privilege 

Thus  two  great  bodies  of  troops,  Grecian  and 
European,  paused  at  some  distance  fi^m  each  other 
on  the  banks  of  the  Bosphorus  canal,  di^ring  in 
language,  arms,  and  appearance.  Tlie  small  troops 
of  horse,  which  from  time  to  time  issued  forth  fiiom 
these  bodies,  resembled  the  flashes  of  lightning  pass- 
ing from  one  thunder-cloud  to  anotheri  which  com- 
municate to  each  other  by  such  emissaries  their 
overcharged  contents.  After  some  halt  on  the  mar- 
gin of  the  Bosphorus,  the  Franks  who  had  performed 
homage,  straggled  inegolaily  forward  to  a  quay  on 
the  shore,  where  innumerable  galleys  and  smaller 
vessels,  provided  £)r  the  purpose,  lay  with  sails  and 
oars  prepared  to  waft  the  warlike  pilgrims  across  the 

{)as8age,  and  place  them  on  that  Asia  wliich  they 
onged  so  passionately  to  visit,  and  from  which  but 
few  of  them  were  likely  to  return.  The  gav  appear- 
ance of  the  vessels  which  were  to  receive  them,  the 
readiness  with  which  they  were  supplied  with  refresh- 
ments, the  narrowness  of  the  strait  they  had  to 
cross,  the  near  approach  of  that  active  service  which* 
they  had  vowed  and  longed  to  discharge,  put  the 
warriors  into  gay  spirits,  and  songs  and  music  bore 
chorus  to  the  departing  oars. 

While  such  was  the  tamper  of  the  crusader^  the 
Grecian  Emperor  did  his  best  through  the  whole 
ceremonial  to  impress  on  the  armed  multifude  the 
highest  ideas  of  his  own  grandeur,  and  tha  import- 
ance of  the  occasioQ  which  had  brought  them 
together.  This  was  readily  admitted  by  the  higher 
chiefis;  some  because  their  vanity  had  been  propi- 
tiated,— some  because  their  avaizpe  had  been  grati- 
fied,— some  because  their  ambilipn  had  been  in- 
flamed,—and  a  few,  a  very  few,  because  to  remain 
friends  with  Alexius  was  the  most  probable  means 
of  advancing  the  purposes  of  their  expedition.  AC' 
cordingly,  the  great  lords,  (h>m  these  various  mo- 
tives} practised  a  humility  which  perhaps  they  were 
far  xrom  feeling,  and  carefUlly  abstained  fit>m  all 
which  might  seem  like  irreverence  at  the  solemn  fes- 
tival of  the  Grecians.  But  there  were  very  many  of 
a  different  tempv. 

and  triumphal  monuments,  that  a  standard  of  the  form  of  *ho 
iMarmm  was  ussd  by  various  barbarous  nations  long  before  it 
was  adopted  bjr  their  Roman  oeaqneron,  and  he  is  of  opinion 
that  its  name  else  was  borrowed  tnm  either  Teutonic  Germa- 
ny, or  Celtic  GflU,  or  Selavonio  niyria.  It  is  certain  that  either 
the  German  language  or  the  Welsh  may  aflbrd  at  this  day  a  per- 
fbctl^r  satisfactory  etymon :  Lap-hKr  in  the  former,  and  tjuf- 
hair  in  the  latter,  having  precisely  tho  same  meaning-Ms  tMk 

The  form  of  the  Lcaonm  may  still  be  racocniaed  in  the  ban- 
ners carried  in  ecclesiastical  proce«ioni,  in  all  Roman  Catholia 
countries. 


TALES  OF  MV  r.ANDLORD. 


Of  the  fstttt  Diinibcr  of  coiini*,  lord^  and  knipliti^ 
nndor  whiwc  vaciriy  itt  bannen  iba  craudtn  wefe 
led  to  ihc  walli  or  runxMniuioiua,  BMnv  were  too 
inagnificant  w  be  liriliud  in  ihia  diaiaucful  ueBaiir 
of  faouiBi^ :  and  (hear,  ihoniill  ih^  fUl  il  ilanRCTOua 
la  asipore.  teriatiina\  yet  iiiiiad  Ihor  lubinifanii  wJth 
■•unia,  ridifiih-,  mid  I'ui'b  niniiBwnlkiiiiofderoniin, 
u  pitinly  iiiiiiiiatc.tl  tliul  ther  mienainnl  mwni- 
menl  and  arorn  at  rhc  Ktp  tluV  mre  about  to  takp, 
and  catermnl  it  ai  proclainiirs  IheiiuelvM  vaisala 
to  a  j>rinw,  hrrctir  in  liix  fkith,  liiiiilvd  in  thoriMciav 
«f  hll  bi>aMad  puwrr,  tlivir  itleii))'  wbvn  he  narrd 
ahow  hin]«^tf  wirh,  and  Ihit  fricnil  iif  ihoae  nnljr 
BmonR  ihcir  number  wliu  wen  ablr  to  oinipel  hitn 
to  bo  ao;  and  who,  though  to  thi-iii  an  uluiiwiioiia 
he  ottacns  whon  urCBMiin  otlernli  an 


Tlu;  noblrn  at  Frankuh  unpn  and  ilcarent  wnn 
chieHv  rcmorkibti!  fiir  ilirir  jimiuniptiiouii  nmitrmpt 
ateverr  other  natioii  rntiaiu'd  in  the  rniMrie,  av  well 
aafor  iliHir  dauatU-M  bravviy,  and  liirlhpKDin  with 
whirh  they  rcRardGd  tlii?  power  and  authority  of  tho 
Greek  cutinre.  It  wan  a  mniinnn  narine;  aiuiiiif; 
tliem,  that  if  liie  diicH  nhuuld  hlL  the  Virnrh  rru- 
radcra  aiiinc  witf  »!i1h  iu  hold  ihcin  up  with  ihi-ir 
iancee.  The  xami-  Imld  and  arronant  diapoaitiuu 
idtowed  inwlfiniiiTawiinlquarriJawiih  thi'ir  imwit' 
line  hoMa,  ui  wliicli  llic  tirci'ka,  nniwiih*iiuidiiij;  till 
thnr  art.  were  unuii  wonleii;  m  thai  Air'iiiia  waa 
deluTniinrd,  at  nil  iTnilis  to  (^  inl  iif  ihriv  intmc- 
labli!  and  fu-ry  nliil■^  hy  brri'ini;  thrin  nvrr  liii'  Bua- 
phoniK  with  ailinnnnKTof  diliRcnrp,  TnrioihiHwilu 
Hfriy  hi-  availed  hiniKlf  of  tin-  iircwnru  uf  ilie 
Count  of  Vi-nnaiiiluin,  Uudfrvy  iif  Knuilkni,  anil 
other  rhiefa  nf  ureal  iiiHuenro,  to  ker|>  iu  order  the 
leanr  Fraukish  kuinhlH,  who  wen' no  numeroua  and 

iJinieslinn  with  hiii  tM-linitsnf  nfTniilHl  iirMi'.  irm- 
perrd  by  a  prudvnt  de^nc  of  n[ii>rchmNiin,  ihrcm- 
nrmr  endravoiiral  tii  mceiTO  with  emiiplai-imcM'  a 
namani'  lendenij  in  nioekny.  An  Jnndrnt  ahorily 
took  place  of  a  rliarauit'r  h«;hly  dr«'ri|itivr  of  the 
natiuua  bniuiilil  nitiRthcr  in  m>  cxiianrdinary  a  nuui- 
ncr,  and  u-ith  mjfh  ihflerpnt  feeunjti  ami  acntiiTH'nia. 
Several  hand*  of  I''irni-h  hnd  immil,  in  ■  Kirt  of 
proceaaoii,  lhi>  ihniin'  iit  thi^  Knuieror,  and  rrndenil, 
with  aontc  appi-nranre  of  irrnviiy,  ihv  unial  hnniaKe. 

"-  ■■■■-  — '  -  •' '■- "'■"■til  lu  Ali-xiiir 

n  that  puiitur 

_. „.    But  urlicn  i 

came  lo  iiw  turn  of  Roli  "    •^■-  '    ■    ■      ' 

menliiiiiRil,  tn  tt'iiilrfr  ihin  ip.iiiv  tne  khiihtot,  Ob- 
nroua  lo  nhiiw  evnrv  riienra  of  honour  to  ihiii  wily 
poraiiii,  Ilia  fiirtner  imeintvand  now  aiiparenlty  hia 
*Uy,  ailvaiiiNil   two  ur   mrec  i»fv*   tnwnrrla  the 


'  wen:  inatontly  aeiled  by  one  of  the  aitFridBni  pngea. 
Witliunt  a  moment'a  heviialiun  the  Frank  tnui 
himaelf  in  the  vacant  throne  of  the  EmpMui,  ind 
ntcndinii  hi*  half-armed  and  robust  Riture  un  ihi 
(toldcn  itiahnna  which  were  destined  for  Aleiiua,  he 
mdulnntly  btvan  to  rareaa  a  larae  wolf-hound  whick 
had  fhlluwcJ  him,  and  wbteh-CeHni^itielf  ati  modi 
at  caac  an  iu  iiiasiir,  repoaai  iia  ifnm  tonn  on  iIk 
catpetsof  ails  and  suhl  daniask,  whirh  topettrinl  iht 
inverial  liiotalool.  The  irry  hound  alivtchuJ  ludl 
with  a  buld,  fi-iuoiutia  iniwlenc^  and  vmitHl  to  n- 
panl  no  nne  with  respect,  save  the  glem  kniftht  wboa 


whielLai 
panii^  II 


ai'k  friim  the  ahon  h 

-    ._r,  heh«l«co-_ 

I   BHtuniahnient  h 


I  a  apecial  mark  o. 

loheinond.  Iielirld   % 

- — auied  hy  ibin  iniH.tBiu  Fraok.    The  Unndi 

of  the  lialf  Mvajie  Vannsiana  wbo  wetc  staliMiBl 
ariiund,  would  nut  hara  heaitaird  a 


waaide,  vrlicrc  ihu  biiati«  jay  >a  if  in  ri'ailini 

The  dialanec  to  whieh  the  Ifmpcror  niovril  was 
vcty  email,  anil  it  waa  iia^Ltnint  aa  n  ptit'c  nf  ilcfor- 
enrr  to  Bahntnand )  bill  it  Ivnatnc  the  ineana  of  ex- 
posinft  Alexius  hiiuN-lf  tu  a  euiiiim  aflronl,  whirh 
his  i^anls  anil  stibiKiH  fi-lt  deeply,  aa  an  intiiituinal 
humdhltion-  A  half  hcoiI!  of  lioiwiiu'n,  iittenilnnts 
of  the  l'>BnktehConnt  who  was  tun  t  lopi'tforni  the 
bomaKi\  with  tfadr  lunl  nt  their  head,  set  nlTnt  full 
Rolloii  from  theriiiht  llank  of  llioFttinehiiiiiadroni; 


IK  horruieaii  Bguie,  with  a  deniiloil 
and  atem  eounirnunciv  though  extrenKlr  bandwniir, 
loohine  out  ttaat  thick  black  curls.  His  lieod  waa 
sumtounled  with  a  bamt  cap,  while  Ilia  hands, 
limbs,  and  Iwl  wetc  covered  with  iiarinpnisof  eha- 
miNa  leather,  ovit  which  hi^  in  )!<«^t  wore  ihi 
rierou*  and  coinpleie  annour  of  hn  cuunity. 
twwRvcr,  he  had  laid  uside  for  nrrsunal  convenience, 
though  in  doing  so  he  evinced  a  total  negleet  of  the 
ooroniunial  which  marked  so  imturtanta  ineelinR. 
He  waited  not  a  mdnient  for  thn  Kmjntor's  return, 
niJT  regardeii  thr-  Ltnpropnety  of  nbtigmg  AInxiua  to 
hurry  hia  itrp*  baik  to  his  tlironp,  but  spruna  from 
nis  ingantic  horse,  snd  threw  ihft  reins  looBO   which 


Kmpeiur  would  ijn,  and  toiucwital  timoruiii  uf  lal- 
inn  a  resotaliun  Sir  th^inaelvcs. 

3Ipan  while,  Iba  imoen-tnonioua  knuibx  tpukt 
■loud,  in  a  nnidi  which,  tlioneh  provindal.  mi^i 
In:  uitdi-mnmd  by  all  to  whuni  the  FiciKh  linpcatr 
waa  known,  while  even  tliosc  who  underMood  n 
not,  ^BlhoTu'd  ils  intcrpivialion  from  hia  tunc  and 
uinnni'r.  "  \^'hat  ehurl  ii  thia,"  lie  said.  "  who  hu 
ri'iiiaini'd  ritiinp  atationary like  a  block  otnvHt.ut 
the  franiiieut  uf  a  roek,  wKm  M  nutirnoble  knealt. 


.1  deep,  elmr  neeent  replied,  aa  if  from  the  Inir-im 
of  the  i-anh,  so  like  it  was  to  the  aerentBrifsomi'^' 
inKfroin  tht-  other  worM,— "If  the  Nonnanf  arut 
haitli'  of  thu  Varangians,  ihpy  will  niMl  thuiiniih 
lisis  man  lu  man.  without  iliK  pout  boost  of  in>u!tM 
thp  Kinrpmr  of  (IniiCF,  who  is  well  knovm  lg  £(lt 
only  by  the  haltlc-ucs  of  his  guard." 

■nieaslnni  "^ '- 


—    ..J  returned  through  tlii:  nrcn  srln 

n-J(4ily  wliii-u  did  not  *o  well  auil  the  digniiFv 
Alexiiw,  and  CBtcbiilg  the  cruaadrr  by  ibe  arm.  hf. 
smtHthinii  hcfween  fair  means  and  a  genilr  J«n< 
of  finer,  nhtigrd  htm  tn  leave  i1i«  chair  (rf' the  Eiii[*- 
ror,  in  whiuli  he  had  placed  liiiiieelf  no  biil  J!)'. 

"How  is  it,"  said  Bobemond,  "noble  C'oiidi'' 
Paria  ?  Is  them  one  of  this  great  ■•■enibli'  wha  cu 
f>re  with  i>alianee,  that  your  namc^  so  wtddy  «■ 
nowiu-d  Gir  rnlour,  is  now  to  be  quoted  in  an  tk 
brawl  wiili  liiri'liugs,  whow  ulmoiit  boast  in  lo  biU> 
nien-i.'narir  liattU-aie  ul  Itie  ranks  of  the  GoiMnffi 
irdf?  Fur  (Jiama-~for  nhanie — do  not,  ut  at' 
:'rnlil  irfKomuq  chiralry,  let  it  be  ao!"  i 

1  knuw  rvil,"amd  the  erusadet,  rising  leliKliaV 
I  am  not  nice  in  Flioueiiig  the  deime  of  aiy  it 
he  hcata  bimaelf  like  one  wbo  Is  n- 
^il  in  battle.    I  uigoiKl-natuRd,  I  w 
Bohemondi  and  Turk  or  Tartar.* 
..tiglo- Saxon,   who   only  escape*  fim 
if  the  Noimana  lo  become  the  slsve  uf  At 
'    •mtto  whet  hia  blade  clcu 
le  OBMia  to  achieve  surh  u 

Ened  iha  wKoIe  acfcenie  of  his  polic> 
!  overturned  at  once  by  apnmediiated  planof|>e^ 
anal  aUront,  and  probablir  an  innU  driu  hii  T^ 
an.  He  waa  about  to  coD  to  anca,  wben,  eanuf 
is  eyon  on  ihe  ruht  flank  of  the  erasaden  be  ■■ 
ml  nil  remained  quiei  alter  the  Frank  Biron  a" 
'atislerrcd  himaelf  from  thence.  He  thenfcni^' 
lanlly  resolved  to  let  the  insult  past,  naoeiiim 
lugh  plvasantris*  of  theE^aoka,  wice  the  sdna' 
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of  more  troops  did  not  give  any  syniptom  of  an  ac- 
Csal  onset. 

Resolving  on  hia  line  of  conduct  with  the  quick- 
ness of  thought,  he  glided  back  to  his  canopy,  and 
stood  beside  his  throne^  ofwhi(rh,  however,  ho  chose 
not  instantiv  to  take  possession,  lest  he  should 
give  the  insolent  stranger  suuie  i^round  for  renewing 
and  norsisting  in  a  conu>ctitinn  for  it. 

"*  what  bold  Vavasour  is  thiiii,"  .snirl  he  to  Count 
Bsldvirin,  '*  whom,  as  is  apparent  from  his  dignity,  I 
eught  to  have  received  seated  upon  my  throne,  and 
who  thinks  proper  thus  to  vindicate  his  rank?'' 

'*He  is  Tcckoneti  one  of  th(>  bravest  men  in  our 
host,"  answered  Baldwin,  **  though  the  brave  arc 
as  numerous  there  as  the  snnds  of  the  sea.  He  will 
himself  tell  you  his  name  and  rank." 

Alexius  looked  at  the  Vavasoiir.  He  saw  nothing 
in  tus  large,  well-fonned  featuress  lij;hte<l  by  a  wild 
touch  o(  enthusiasm  which  opoke  in  hi:j  quick  eye. 
that  intimated  premeditated  insult,  and  was  induced 
to  suppose  that  what  had  occurred,  so  contrary  to 
iha  form  and  ceremonial  of  the  (irrecian  court,  was 
neither  an  intentional  ofFront,  nor  designed  as  the 
means  of  introducing  a  quarrel.  He  therefore  spoke 
with  comparative  ease,  when  he  uddrcssi  d  the 
stranger  tfiiis:— "We  know  not  by  what  dignified 
name  to  salute  you ;  but  we  are  aware,  from  0)unt 
Baldwin's  information,  that  wi;  arc  lionoured  in 
having  in  our  presence  one  of  tlie  bravest  knights 
whom  a  sense  of  tlie*wrongs  done  to  the  Holy  Land 
has  brought  thus  far  on  his  way  to  Palestine,  to  free 
it  from  its  bondage." 

"If  you  mean  to  ask  my  name,"  answererl  the 
European  knight,  "any  one  of  ihem:  pilgrims  can 
readily  satisfy  you,  and  more  gracefully  than  I  can 
mjrself ;  since  we  uso  to  savin  our  country,  that  many 
a  liercJ  quarrel  is  preventesi  from  biHng  fought  out  by 
an  untimely  disolosure  of  names,  wlion  men,  who 
might  have  fought  with  the  fear  of  <.iod  before  their 
eyes,  must,  when  their  names  are  manifested,  rec()g- 
nise  each  other  as  spiritual  allies,  by  bapiisin,  gossip- 
red,  or  some  such  irresistible  bond  of  friendsliip ; 
whereas,  had  they  fought  first,  and  told  iheir  names 
afterwards,  thev  could  have  had  some  assurance  of 
each  other's  valour,  and  have  been  able  to  view  their 
nelationahip  as  an  honour  to  both." 

"Still,''  said  the  Kmperor,  "inethinks  I  would 
know  if  you,  who,  in  this  extraordinary  press  of 
knijghls,  seem  to  assort  a  precedence  to  yourself, 
:lmim  the  dignity  due  to  a  king  or  prina>  ?" 

"How  speak  you  that 7"  said  the  Frank,  with  a 
!m»w  somewhat  overclouded ;  "  do  vou  feel  that  I 
lavc  not  left  you  un  jostled  by  my  advance  to  these 
iquadrons  of  yours '?" 

Alexius  hastened  to  answer,  that  Iw,  felt  no  parti- 
nilar  desire  to  connect  the  (^uni  with  an  ati'ront  or 
jiTencc;  observing,  that  in  the  extreme  ne<:e8sityof 
iie  Empire,  it  was  no  tune  for  him,  who  was  at  the 
lelin,  to  engage  in  idle  or  unnecessary  (quarrels. 

The  Fra'iklsh  knight  heard  him,  and  answered 
Iryly — "Since  such  are  your  sentiments,  I  wonder 
£at  you  have  ever  resided  long  enough  within  the 
learin;;  of  the  French  language  to  learn  to  speak  it 
IS  you  do.  I  would  have  thought  some  of  the  senti- 
nents  of  the  chivalry  of  the  nation,  since  you  are 
leithcr  a  monk  nor  a  woman,  would,  at  the  same 
ame  with  the  words  of  the  dialect,  have  found  their 
iray  into  your  heart." 

*^Husli,  Sir  Count,  said  Bohemond,  who  remained 
ly  the  Emperor  to  avert  the  threaioningquanel.  |'  It 
tanr-^yTfjiimtitte  to  answer  the  Rmperor  with  civility; 
md  those  who  are  impatient  for  warfare,  will  have 
nfidels  enough  to  wage  it  with.  He  only  demanded 
four  name  and  lineage,  which  you  of  all  men  can 
lave  Unist  objection  to  disclosf*." 

"I  know  not  if  it  will  interest  this  Prince,  or  Eni- 
leror  as  you  term  him,"  answered  the  Frank  Count ; 
"but  all  the  account  1  can  give  of  myself  is  this :  In 
ihe  midst  of  one  of  the  vast  foi.^^ts  which  occupy  the 
Mnire  of  France,  my  native  country,  there  stands  a 
lifaapel,  sunk  so  low  into  the  ground,  thut  it  seems  as 
if  it  were  become  decrepid  by  its  own  great  a^e.  The 
snafn  of  the  Huly  Virgin  who  presides  over  its  altar, 
is  called  by  all  men  our  Lady  of  the  Broken  Lances, 
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.  and  is  accounted  through  t'le  whole  kingdom  the 
inoi«t  celebrated  for  military  odvinture?.  Four  bf-ateii 
roads,  each  leading  from  an  opposite  point  in  the 
compass,  meet  before  the  prineir^al  <ioor  of  the  chapel; 
and  ever  and  anon,  as  a  good  knight  arrives  at  this 
place,  he  passes  in  to  the  performance  of  his  devotions 
in  the  chap<>l,  having  first  soundL"!  I: in  horn  three 
times,  till  ash  and  oak-trei.>  quiver  and  rim;.  Haying 
then  kneeled  down  to  !iis  (lovi)tions,  he  seldom  arises 
from  tlie  mas.s  of  Her  of  the  Broken  !iau(*es,  but 
thent  is  attending  on  his  leisure  some  adventurous 
knight  ready  to  sali.ifv  the  new  corner'.^  des^ire  of 
battle.  This  station  have  I  held  lor  a  month  and 
mor<^  against  all  comers,  and  all  give  me  lair  thanks 
for  the  knightly  manner  of  miilting  myself  towards 
them,  except  oni\  who  had  the  evil  hap  to  full  from 
his  horse,  and  diil  break  his  neck  :  and  another,  who 
was  struck  throiigii  the  body,  so  that  the  lanei>  came 
out  behind  his  back  about  a  cloth-yard,  ull  dripping 
:  with  blood.  .Mbiwinglbr  8uch  aeeidcnts,  which  can- 
I  not  easily  be  avimliid,  my  opporn'^iits  parteil  with  mo 
with  fair  acknowledgment  of  the  grace  I  had  done 
them." 

"I  conceive,  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  Emperor,  "  that 
a  form  like  yours,  rniimaied  by  the  courage  you  dis- 
play, is  likely  to  fiml  fuw  eijuals  even  among  your  ad- 
venturous countrymen ;  far  less  anions:  men  who  are 
taught  that  to  cast  away  their  livps  In  a  senseless 
quarrel  among  themselves,  is  to  tlirovv  away,  like  a 
bov,  the  gift  of  Providento." 

"You  are  welcome  to  your  opinion,"  said  the  Frank, 

somewhat  contemptuously ;     yet  I  assure  you,  if  you 

doubt  that  our  gallant  strife  was  unmixed  with  sul- 

lenness  and  anger,  antl  that  we  hunt  not  the  hart  or 

i  the  boar  with  m«'rrier  hearts  in  the  evening,  than  we 

I  discharge  our  task  of  chivalry  by  the  morn  had  arisen. 

I  before  the  portul  of  the  old  chapel,  you  do  us  foul 

injustice." 

"  With  the  Turks  you  will  not  enioy  this  amiable 
pxchange  of  courtesies,"  answered  Alexius.  "Where- 
fore I  would  advise  yon  neither  to  stray  far  into  the 
van  nor  into  the  rear,  but  to  abide  by  the  standard 
where  the  best  infiden  make  their  etlbris,  and  the 
best  knights  are  required  to  repel  them." 

"By  our  Lady  of  the  Broken  Lances,"  said  the 
Crusader,  "  I  would  not  that  the  Turks  were  more 
courteous  than  they  arc  Christian,  and  am  veil 
pleased  that  unbeliever  and  heathen  hound  are  a  pro- 
per description  for  the  best  of  them,  as  being  traitor 
alike  to  their  God  and  to  the  laws  of  chivalry;  and 
devoutly  do  I  trust  that  I  shall  meet  with  them  in  the 
front  rank  of  our  army,  beside  our  standard,  or  else- 
whore,  and  have  an  oi>en  field  to  do  my  devoir  against 
them,  both  as  the  enemies  of  Our  Lady  and  the  holy 
saints,  and  as,  by  tlu'ir  evil  customs,  more  expressly 
my  own.  Mean  while  you  have  time  to  sea:  yourseff 
and  receive  my  homage,  and  I  will  be  bound  to  you 
for  despatching  this  foolish  ceremony  with  as  little 
waste  and  delay  of  time  as  the  occasion  will  permit." 
The  Filmperor  hastily  seati'd  himself,  and  received 
into  his  the  sinewy  hands  of  the  C'rusader,  who  made 
the  acknowledgment  of  his  homage,  and  was  then 
guiiled  off  by  Count  Baldwin,  who  walked  with  the 
stranger  to  the  ships,  and  then,  apparently  well 
pleased  nt  seeing  him  in  the  course  of  going  on  board, 
returned  back  to  the  side  of  the  Emperor. 
,  "  What  is  the  name,"  said  the  Emperor,  "  of  that 
singular  and  assuming  man  7" 

"It  is  Robert,  Count  of  Paris,"  answered  Baldwin, 
"accounted  one  of  the  bravest  peers  who  stands 
around  the  throne  of  France." 

After  a  moment^s  recollection,  Alexius  Comnenus 
issued  orders,  that  the  ceremonial  of  the  day  should 
be  discontinued,  afraid,  perhaps,  lest  the  rough  and 
cande-ss  humour  of  the  strangers  should  pnxhice 
Nome  new  quarrel.  The  crusaders  were  Icfl,  nothing 
loath,  back  to  palaces  in  which  they  had  already,  been 
hospitably  received,  and  readily  resumed  the  inter- 
rupted feast,  from  which  they  had  been  called  to  pay 
their  homage.  The  trumpets  of  th-j  various  leoders 
blew  the  recall  of  the  few  troops  of  an  ordinary  cha- 
racter who  were  attendant,  together  with  the  boat  of 
knights  and  leaders,  who,  pleased  with  the  iii<- 
dulgenccs  provided  for  them,  and  obscurely  ~ 
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ing  that  the  panBacc  of  tlie  Bosphorus  would  be  the 
commenceiTient  or  tlirir  artuul  ctutfering,  rejoiced  in 
being  called  tu  the  hither  i<iiif. 

It  was  not  probablv  intended  ;  but  the  hero,  as  he 
nii^ht  he  styled,  of  tlie  linnultiious  day,  Count  Ru- 
ben of  Paris,  who  was  already  on  his  road  to  em- 
barkation un  the  strait,  wnH  disturbed  in  his  purpose 
by  the  sound  of  recall  which  wa.s  echoed  around ; 
nor  could  Hohernoml,  Godfrey,  or  any;  who  took 
upon  him  to  explain  the  siginal,  alter  His  resolution 
of  reiurnmg  to  Constantinople.  He  laughed  to 
scorn  the  threatened  displeasure  of  the  Emperor, 
and  seemed  to  think  there  would  he  a  peculiv'ir  plea- 
sure in  braving  AlexiuH  at  his  own  board,  or,  at  leaflt, 
that  nothing  could  be  more  indifferent  than  whether 
he  gave  offence  or  not. 

To  Godfrey  of  Houillon,  to  whoni  he  sliowed  some 
respect,  he  was  still  fnr  from  paying  deference ;  and 
that  sa^^cious  prince^  havins  used  every  ar;;uinent 
which  mipht  shake  his  purpose  of  returning  to  tin: 
imperial  city,  to  the  very  point  of  making  it  a  quarnl 
with  him  in  person,  at  IcnKth  abandoned  him  to  his 
own  discretion,  ana  pointM  him  out  to  the  Count  of 
Thoulousc,  as  he  passed,  as  a  wild  knight-erraiii, 
incapable  of  bein;;  influenced  by  any  thin:?  save  his 
own  wayward  fancy.  *'  He  brings  not  five  hundred 
men  to  the  cniBade,"  said  Godfrey ;  "  and  I  dare  be 
sworn,  that  even  in  this*,  the  very  outset  of  the  un- 
dertaking, he  knows  not  where  these  five  hundred 
men  are,  and  liuw  their  wants  are  pn.>vided  fur. 
There  is  an  eternal  trumpet  in  his  ear  .*<ounding  to 
assault,  nor  ha?i  he  room  or  tirni'  to  hrnr  a  milder  or 
more  rational  siirnal.  Stn?  how  he  strolls  alorm  yon- 
der, the  verv  emblem  of  an  idle  sehoolhoy,  broke  out 
of  the  Fchool-boimd**  u[»on  n  holydax,  half  animated 
by  curiosity  and  half  by  love  of  nnseliitf.'' 

''And." said  Raymond. Count  ofThoulouse.  "with 
resolution  sufficient  to  support  the  desperate  purpose 
of  the  whole  armv  of  devoted  misadtrs.  And  yet  so 
passionate  a  Rodomont  is  Count  Robert,  that  he 
would  rather  risk  the  success  of  the  whole  expedi- 
tion, than  omit  an  opportunity  of  meeting  a  worthy 
antagonist  tn  champ  chu,  or  lose,  as  he  terms  it,  a 
chance  of  worshipping  our  Lady  of  the  Broken 
Lances.  Who  are  yon  with  whom  he  has  now  met, 
and  w'ho  aie  apparently  walking,  or  rather  stroll- 
ing, in  the  same  way  with  him,  buck  to  C^onsianti- 
nonle?" 

*An  armed  knight,  brilliantly  equipped— yet  of 
something  leas  than  knightly  stature,  answered 
Godfrey.  "  It  is,  1  suppose,  the  celebrated  Indy  who 
won  Robert's  heart  in  the  lists  of  battle,  by  braver>* 
and  valour  equal  to  his  own ;  and  the  pilgrim  form 
ill  the  long  vestments  may  be  their  daughter  or 


"Well.'"  replied  Raymond,  "if  it  hr  luther  a  mrir- 
tifyins  reflection,  that  the  lady  of  ui.r  love  is  far  past 
the  bloom  of  youth,  it  is  a  consolation  that  she  is 
too  old-faiihioncd  tu  heat  us,  when  we  return  back 
with  no  more  of  youth  or  nianho<id  than  a  long  cn- 
sude  has  left.  But  come,  follow  on  the  road  to  Con- 
stant innple,  and  in  the  rear  of  this  most  doughty 
knight." 


niece, 
it 


A  singular  fpeetacle,  worthy  Knight,''  said  the 
Count  of  Thouh)iise,  "do  our  days  pre.«ent  to  us,  to 
which  we  have  had  nothing  similar,  since  Gaita,* 
wife  of  Robert  Guisearfi,  first  took  upon  her  to  dis- 
tinguish herself  by  manly  deitls  of  emprise,  and  rival 
her  husband,  as  well  in  the  front  of  battle  a.s  at  the 
dancing-room  or banqiut." 

"  8uch  is  the  custom  of  thi.*  pair,  most  noble 
knight,"  answered  another  Crusader,  who  had 
joined  them,  "  and  Heaven  pity  the  \>onT  man  who 
has  no  (>ower  to  k***'p  domestic  i)cace  by  an  appeal 
to  the  stronger  hand ! ' 

*  Thii  Amazon  maki-ii  a  rnnipiriiiiui  fl^n>  in  Anna  Com  no- 
na'i  account  (»f  hor  fnthcr'n  caniimign*  aTniniit  Robert  Guim- 
rard.  On  ono  occnuum  f  Aloxind,  lib.  iv.  |>.  93)  ^ho  n'pa"«('ntK 
hnr  aa  thuii  rconlliiic;  tin*  fufritive  Midiery  of  hi>r  tiuAlmnii  to 
ibnirduty.-'H  it  yt  Taira  IlaXXac  ilXXi;,  Kav  fir/  AOf/ii?, 
Kar*  avrtav  nycierriv  (i^iiva  ^vijVj  iio^ov  i  to  'Ofttipikov 
twos  Tp  i^ia  fiaXtxra  Xryciv  hdKU,  Mf  yp*  mcrov  ^ci'^taBi; 
miTCf  Avtpc(  fort*  'Qfii  in  tptvyovr^i  Tuvrovi  iitpa,  6o(tv 
ItmKpov  iwayKoXiaafitvJif  &Xot>(  ftwitpnf  iv6ov<ra  Kara  rwv 

4cvyorrwv  icrai.-Tiiai  in.cxIiortinL*  thcin.  in  nil  but  Ilumpric 
fanriiafe.  al  tho  topuf  her  vnire  :  and  when  tliii  Tailed,  liran- 
diffiinf  a  lone  «()ear,  and  ruiliing  upon  tlM  raipitiven  at  the  ut- 
most siieed  of  her  hrnw^ 

Tim  heroic  ladjr,  accordine  to  tho  (.'fimnlqiif  Scandttt'j**.  of 
thoM  dayi^  wu  afterward*  deluded  by  *oine  cunninf  overturvia 
of  thaOrMK  Emperor,  and  poinonAd  her  hunliand  in  exiwctalton 
^cainini  a  tiloce  on  the  tlirone  of  CooNlantinopie.  Ducaoffe. 
"^'<(SVsr,  nixcU  the  ■tory,  aud  to  do«i  Gibbon 


CHAPTER   X. 

Thew!  were  wild  tunrA— the  antjpode*  of  oun^ 
Ladiei  were  there,  who  nfienrr  nau  ihemwIvM 
In  the  broad  lusiie  uf  a  focmiiirii  Miu'ld 
Thun  ill  n  mirror,  uini  who  i.'tiher  Miu^ht 
To  niutcl)  tliuiiaeheit  in  biittie,  than  in  dalliance 
To  inci-t  a  ioivrk  onset.— But  though  Nature 
Wa.i  nut  rased  thu«,  Mhe  wai  not  overrnme. 

JFVsMfai  riKM 

Brenhilpa,  Countes*  of  Paris,  was  one  of  thos^ 
stalwart  daincs  who  willingly  h.-izrird-.d  themselvei 
in  the  front  of  battle,  which,  during  the  fir«t  cruaadi'. 
was  as  common  as  it  was  possible  for  a  very  unna- 
tural custom  to  be,  and,  in  faet,  gave  the  rta!  in- 
stances of  the  Mniphisas  and  Brailainantt:-,  wi>"::i 
the  writers  tif  romance  deli^ihle*!  to  j-aint.  rii^sipr.l'ij; 
thcin  t'onietiines  the  advuniage  of  invwlm  rabl>'  ij- 
nioiir,  or  a  ispeiir  who>e  thiust  did  not  ndiiiit  of  l'<:n/ 
reM.'*t(d,  in  onh  r  to  soften  the  inij.-ro!. ability  of  :!ji? 
weaker  seX  being  fre(|iiently  xietori  'iS  over  iheinalo 
part  of  the  cre:ilion. 

But  the  spell  of  Hrenhijda  wad  of  a  more  &iaipli' 
nature,  and  nsted  chiefly  in  her  great  bean t v. 

From  a  girl,  she  do.-'ijif-cd  tlit  pursuits  of  her  «x; 
and  they  who  \enTure'l  to  bf.eomc  suilors  for  tht 
hand  of  the  youn.:;  L::dy  of  Aj-pramonle.  to  which 
warlike  fief  sue  hurl  auccivded,  and  whicli  periiaps 
encouraged  her  in  her  fam*v,  reevivtd  for  ausuer. 
that  they  must  fir^t  im  rit  it  by  their  good  behaviour 
in  the  lists.  The  father  of  Brenhilda  waft  dead;  her 
mother  was  of  a  gentle  temper,  and  easily  kept  under 
inanugr.inent  by  the  young  lady  herself. 

Brenhilda' s  numerous  suitors  readily  agreed  to 
terms  which  were  too  much  according  to  the  man- 
ner.s  of  the  age  to  be  dieputt.-d.  A  tournament  wi>* 
held  at  the  Castle  of  .Asprarnonte,  in  which  one  bait' 
of  the  ;^illant  as.«ieinbly  rolled  headlong  before  the  r 
successful  rivals,  and  withdrew  from  the  lists  iiiort- 
fit-il  and  disappi)inted.  Tiie  successful  i)anv  anioiii; 
the  suilt)rs  were  expected  to  be  summon eO  to 'oust 
among  themselves.  But  tiiev  were  surprised  at  bruiic 
made  acquainted  with  the  lady's  further  will.  She 
a.«i^pir(d  to  wear  armour  herse'lf,  to  wield  a  lance,  Qivi 
ba'.-k  a  sieed.  and  prayed  the  knights  that  ihey  would 
permit  a  lady,  whom  they  professed  to  honour  kg 
highly,  to  mingle  in  their  games  of  chivalr\'.  The 
youn^  knights  courte'onslv  received  their  voung  nii»- 
trcss  ill  the  lists,  and  smifed  at  the  idea  of  her  hold- 
ing them  triumphantly  against  so  inanv  gnibnt 
champions  of  the  other  sex.  But  the  vassals  and  old 
servants  of  the  Coimt,  her  father,  smiled  to  each 
other,  and  intimated  a diflercnt  result  than  thcgalliiat* 
antie-ii'ated.  The  knights  who  encountered  ihefaj 
Brenhilda  were  one  bv  one  stretched  on  the  sand: 
nor  was  it  to  l>e  denied,  that  the  situation  of  tjtinft 
with  one  of  the  handsoincai  women  of  the  time,  wa? 
an  extremelv  enharrassing  one.  Karh  youth  waf 
bent  to  withhold  his  charge  in  fnll  volley,  to  cau.v 
his  steod  to  swerve  at  the  fidl  shock,  or  in  some  other 
way  to  flinch  from  doing  the  utmost  which  wa# 
neces.sary  to  gain  the  victory,  lest,  in  so  gainutg  iL 
he  might  rause  irreparable  injury  to  the  beautiful 
opponent  he  tilted  with.  But  the  Lady  of  Aspra- 
monte  was  not  one  who  could  he  conqi:eied  by  k« 
than  the  exertion  of  the  whole  strengtn  and  lalentr 
of  the  victor.  The  defoatt>d  suitOfB  departed  from  the 
hsts  the  more  mortified  at  their  imcomfitm  becau» 
Robert  of  Paris  arrived  at  snnset,  and,  uacerstand- 
ing  what  was  going  forward,  sent  his  name,  to  thf 
barrier.",  as  that  of  a  knight  who  would  willingly 
forego  tht>  reward  of  the  tournament,  in  case  he  hsd 
the  fortune  to  gain  it,  declaring,  that  neitber  IsDoi 
nor  ladies'  charms  were  whit  he  came  ihiiher  to 
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BrenhOda,  piqued  and  mortified,  chose  a  new 
lance,  mounted  her  best  steed,  and  advanced  into  the 
lists  aa  one  determined  to  avcnf^e  upon  the  new 
assaOant's  brow  the  slif^ht  of  her  channs  which  he 
seemed  to  express.  But  whether  lier  displeasure  had 
somewhat  interfered  with  her  usual  skill,  or  whether 
she  had,  like  others  of  her  sex,  felt  a  partiality 
towards  one  whose  heart  was  not  particularly  set 
upon  gaining  hers— or  whether,  as  is  often  said  on 
such  occasions,  her  fated  hour  was  come,  so  it  was 
that  Count  Robert  tilipd  with  his  usual  address  and 
good  fortune.  Rrenhilda  of  Asprnmontc  was  un- 
nor<icd  and  unhelmcd,  and  stretched  on  the  earth,  and 
the  bi^autiful  face,  which  faded  from  very  red  to  deadly 
pale  before  the  eyes  of  the  victor,  produced  its  natural 
Effect  in  raising  the  value  of  his  conquest.  He  would, 
in  conformity  with  his  resolution,  have  left  the  castle, 
af^er having  mortified  the  vanity  of  the  lady;  hut  her 
mother  opportunely  interposed ;  and  when  she  had 
satisfied  herself  that  no  serious  injur)'  had  been  sus- 
tained by  the  young  heiress,  she  returned  her  thanks 
to  the  stranger  knight  who  had  taught  her  daughter 
\  lesson,  which,  she  trusted,  she  would  not  easily  for- 
Kt.  Thus  tempted  to  do  what  he  secretly  wished, 
L^oant  Robert  gave  ear  to  those  sentiments,  which 
laturally  whispered  to  him  to  be  in  no  hurry  to  with- 
draw. 

He  was  of  the  blood  of  Charlemagne,  and,  what 
iraa  still  of  more  consequence  in  the  young  lady's 
^yej^  one  of  the  most  renowned  of  Norman  Knights 
n  that  jousting  day.  After  a  residence  of  ten  days  in 
he  castle  of  Aspraroonte,  the  bride  and  bridegroom 
set  out,  for  sach  was  Count  Robert's  will,  with  a 
sompetent  train,  to  Our  Lady  of  the  Broken  Lances, 
ivhere  it  pleased  him  to  be  wedded.  Two  knights, 
who  were  waiting  to  do  battle,  as  was  the  custom  of 
[he  place,  were  rather  disappointed  at  the  nature  of 
the  cavalcade,  which  seemed  to  interrupt  their  pur- 
;>08C.  But  greatly  were  they  surprised  when  they 
recaved  a  cartel  from  the  betrothed  couple,  offering 
to  substitute  their  own  persons  in  the  room  of  other 
antagonists,  and  congratulating  themselves  in  com- 
mencing their  married  life  in  a  manner  so  consistent 
with  that  which  they  had  hitherto  led.  They  were 
victorious  as  usual ;  and  the  only  persons  having 
occasion  to  rue  the  complaisance  of  the  Count  and 
his  bride,  were  the  two  strangers,  one  of  whom  broke 
an  arm  m  the  rencontre,  and  the  other  dislocated  a 
collar  bone. 

Count  Robert's  course  of  kni;xht-errantry  did  not 
seem  to  be  in  the  least  intermitted  by  his  marriage; 
on  the  contrary,  when  he  was  called  upon  to  support 
his  renown,  his  wife  was  often  known  aKsoiti  military 
exploits,  nor  was  she  inferior  to  him  in  thirst  after 
fame.  They  both  assumed  the  cross  at  the  same 
time,  that  odng  then  the  predominating  folly  in 
Europe. 

The  Countess  Brenhilda  was  now  above  six-and- 
twenty  years  old,  ^^dth  as  much  beauty  as  can  well 
fill  to  the  share  of  an  Amazon.  A  figure  of  the  largest 
feminine  siz&  was  surmounted  by  a  noble  coun- 
tenance, to  which  even  repeated  warlike  toils  had  not 
given  more  than  a  sunny  hue,  relieved  by  the  dazzling 
whiteness  of  such  parts  of  her  face  as  were  not  usu- 
ally displayed. 

As  Alexius  gave  orders  that  his  reunue  should 
rettim  to  Constantinople,  he  8iM)ke  in  private  to  the 
Follower,  Achilles  Tatius.  The  Satrap  answered 
with  a  submissive  bend  of  the  head,  and  separated 
with  a  few  attendants  from  the  main  body  of  the 
Emperor's  train.  The  principal  road  to  the  city  was, 
of  course,  filled  with  the  troops,  and  with  the  numer- 
oas  crowds  of  spectators,  all  or  whom  were  inconve- 
nienced in  some  degree  by  the  dust  and  heat  of  the 
weather. 

Count  Robert  of  Paris  had  embarked  his  horses  on 
board  of  ship,  and  all  his  retinue,  except  an  old 
sqpire  or  Talet  of  his  own,  and  an  attendant  of  his 
wife.  He  felt  himself  more  incommoded  in  this 
at>wd  than  he  desired,  especially  as  his  wife  shared 
it  with  him,  and  began  to  look  among  (he  scattered 

trees  which  fringed  the  shores  down  almost  to  the 

tide-mark,  to  see  if  he  could  discern  any  bypath 

which  might  carry  them  more  circuitous! y,  out  more 


pleasantly,  to  the  city,  and  afford  them,  at  the  same 
time,  what  was  their  principal  obiect  in  the  East, 
strange  sights,  or  adventures  of  chivalry.  A  broad 
and  beaten  path  seemed  to  promise  them  all  the  en- 
joyment which  shade  could  give  in  a  warm  climate. 
The  ground  through  which  it  wound  its  way  was 
beautifully  broken  by  the  appearance  of  temples, 
churches,  and  kiosks,  and  here  and  there  a  fountain 
distributed  its  silver  produce,  like  a  benevolent  indi- 
vidual, who,  self-denying  to  himself,  is  liberal  to  all 
others  who  are  in  necessity.  The  distant  sound  of 
the  mnrtial  music  still  regaled  their  way ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  as  it  detained  the  populace  on  the  high- 
road, prevented  the  strangers  from  becoming  incom- 
moded with  fellow-travellers. 

Rejoicing  in  the  abated  heat  of  the  day— wonder- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  at  the  various  kinds  of  archi- 
tecture, the  strange  features  of  the  landscape,  or  acci- 
dental touches  of  manners  exhibited  by  those  who 
met  or  passed  them  upon  their  journey,  they  strolled 
easily  onwards.  One  figure  particularly  caught  the 
attention  of  the  Countess  Brenhilda.  This  was  an 
old  man  of  great  stature,  engaged,  apparently,  so 
deeply  with  the  roll  of  parchment  which  he  held  in 
his  hand,  that  he  paid  no  attention  to  the  objects 
which  were  passing  around  him.  Deep  thought  ap- 
peared to  reign  on  his  brow,  and  his  eye  was  of  that 
piercing  kind  which  seems  designed  to  search  and 
winnow  the  frivolous  from  the  edifying  part  of  human 
discussion,  and  limit  its  enquiry  to  the  last.  Raising 
his  eyes  slowly  from  the  parchment  on  which  he  had 
been  gazing,  t  tie  look  or  Agelastes — for  it  was  the 
sage  nimself— encountered  those  of  Count  Robert 
and  his  lady,  and  addressing  thein  with  the  kindly 
epithet  of  "  my  children."  he  asked  if  they  had  missed 
tneir  road,  or  whether  there  was  any  thing  in  whidi 
he  could  do  them  any  pleasure. 

"  We  are  strangers,  father,"  was  the  answer,  "  from 
a  distant  country,  and  belonging  to  the  army  which 
has  passed  hither  upon  pilgrimage ;  one  object  brings 
us  here  in  common,  we'  hope,  with  all  that  host. 
We  desire  to  pay  our  devotions  where  the  great  ran- 
som was  paid  for  us,  and  to  free,  by  our  good  swords, 
enslaved  ralostine.  from  the  usurpation  and  tyranny 
of  the  infidel.  When  we  have  said  this,  we  have 
announced  our  highest  human  motive.  Yet  Robert 
of  Paris  and  his  Countess  would  not  willingly  set 
their  foot  on  a  land,  save  what  should  resound  its 
echo.  They  have  not  been  accustomed  to  move  in 
silence  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  they  would 
purchase  an  eternal  life  of  fame,  though  it  were  at 
the  price  of  mortal  existence." 

"  You  seek  then  to  barter  safety  for  fame,"  said 
Agelastes,  *'  though  you  may,  perchance,  throw  death 
into  the  scale  by  which  you  hope  to  gain  n  7" 

"  Assuredly,"  said  Count  Robert ;  nor  is  there  one 
wearing  such  a  belt  as  this,  to  whom  such  a  thought 
is  stranger." 

"  And  as  I  understand,"  said  Agelastes,  "  your  lady 
shares  with  your  honourable  selif  in  these  valorous 
resolutions  ?— Can  this  bo '?" 

"  You  may  undervalue  my  female  courage,  father, 
if  such  is  your  will,"  said  the  countess ;  "  but  I  speak 
in  presence  of  a  witness  who  can  attest  the  truth, 
when  I  say.  that  a  man  of  half  your  years  had  not 
doubted  the  truth  with  impuniiy." 

"I^ay,  Heaven  protect  mc  from  the  lightning  of 
your  eyes,"  said  Agelastes,  "  whether  in  anger  or  in 
scorn.  I  bear  an  aegis  about  myself  against  what  I 
should  elso  have  feared.  But  age,  with  its  incapaci- 
ties, brings  alpo  its  apologies.  Perhaps,  indeed,  it  is 
one  like  me  whom  you  seek  to  find,  and  in  that  case 
I  should  be  happy  to  render  to  you  such  services  as  it 
is  my  duty  to  oiler  to  all  worthy  knights." 

'*  I  have  already  said,"  replied  Count  Robert,  "  that 
after  the  accomplishment  of  my  vow,"— he  looked 
upwards  and  crossed  himself,—'^  there  is  nothing  on 
earth  to  which  I  am  more  bound,  than  to  cel^rate 
my  name  in  arms  a^  becomes  a  valiant  cavalier. 
When  men  die  obscurely,  they  die  for  ever.  Had  my 
ancestor  Charics  never  left  the  paltry  banks  of  tho 
Saalc,  he  had  not  now  been  much  better  known  than 
any  vme-dresser  who  wielded  his  pnining-hodk  in 
the  same  territories.    But  he  bore  him  liu  t  brifa 
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man.  and  his  name  is  deathless  in  the  memory  of  the 
worlhy." 

"  Vounp  man,"  said  the  old  Grecian,  "although 
it  IS  but  seldom  that  such  ns  you,  whom  I  was  made 
to  serve  and  to  value,  vinit  this  country,  it  is  not  the 
less  true  that  I  am  qualified  to  serve  you  in  the  innt- 
ter  which  you  have  so  much  at  heart.  My  acquaint- 
ance with  nature  has  been  so  perfect  and  so  Ion?, 
that,  during  its  continuance,  she  has  disappearetl, 
and  another  world  has  been  spread  before  me,  in 
which  she  has  but  liitle  to  do.  Thus  the  curious 
stores  which  I  have  assembled,  are  beyond  the  re- 
searches of  other  men,  and  not  to  be  laid  before 
those  whose  deetls  of  valour  are  to  be  bounded  by  the 
ordinary  probabilities  of  every-day  nature.  No  ro- 
mancer of  your  romantic  country,  ever  duvised  such 
extraordinary  adventures  out  of  his  own  imnirmation, 
and  to  feed  the  idle  wonder  of  those  who  sat  listening 
around,  as  those  wliich  I  know,  not  of  idle  invention, 
but  of  r«al  positive  existence,  with  the  means  of 
achieving;  and  accomphshing  the  conditions  of  each 
adventure." 

**  If  such  be  your  real  profession,"  said  he  French 
Count,  "you  have  met  one  of  those  vhom  you 
chiefly  search  for ;  nor  will  my  Countess  and  I  stir 
farther  upon  our  rond  until  you  have  pointnl  out 
to  us  some  one  of  those  adventures  which  it  is  the 
business  of  errant-kni^lits  to  be  industrious  in  seck- 
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ms  out 

So  sayinp,  he  sat  down  by  the  side  of  the  old 
man  ;  and  liis  lady,  with  ade^ee  of  reverence  which 
had  Something  in  it  almost  diverting,  followed  his 
example. 

"We  have  fallen  risht,  Brenliilda,"  said  Count 
Robert ;  "  our  guardian  angel  has  watchet^  his  charge 
carefully.  Here  have  we  come  amonf?  an  ijj:norant 
set  of  iiedants,  chattering  their  absurd  lnnsua;?e, 
and  holding  more  important  the  least  look  that  a 
cowjinlly  J^mperor  can  give,  tiian  the  best  blow  that 
a  good  knight  can  deal.  Believe  me,  I  was  well  nigh 
thmking  that  we  had  done  ill  to  take  the  cross— God 
forgive  such  an  iinpious  doubt !  Vet  here,  when  we 
were  even  despairing  to  find  the  roud  to  faujc,  we 
have  met  witii  one  of  tho.se  excellent  men  whom  the 
knights  of  yore  were  wont  to  find  sitting  by  springs, 
by  cr-K-^ses,  and  by  altars,  ready  to  direct  the  wan- 
dering knight  where  fame  was  to  be  found.  Di.slurb 
him  not,  my  IJrenhiida,"  said  the  Count,  "but  let 
him  recall  to  himself  his  stories  of  the  ancient  tiin<s 
and  thou  srlialt  sec  he  will  ennch  us  with  the  trea- 
sures of  his  information." 

"  If,"  replied  A^ieiastes  after  some  pause,  "  1  have 
waited  for  a  longer  lerm  than  human  life  is  granted 
to  most  men,  I  sluil  still  be  over^mid  by  dedicating 
what  reniains  of  existence  to  the  service  of  a  pair  so 
devotf-d  to  diivalry.  What  first  occurs  to  me  is  a 
story  of  our  (xreck  country,  k(»  famous  in  adventures, 
and'whirh  1  shnll  liriofly  detail  to  you  :— 

"Afar  hf  nee,  in  our  renowned  GretTian  Archipelago, 
amid  t<torms  »nd  whirlpools,  rocks  whieh,  changing 
their  character,  a[>perir  to  pre<*ipit;ite  themselves 
against  each  other,  and  l>illows  that  are  never  in  a 
pacific  state,  lie.s  I  lie  rich  island  of  Zulichium,  inhab- 
Uei\j  notwithstanding  its  wealth,  by  a  ver>'  few 
natives,  who  live  only  upon  the  sea-coast.  The 
inland  part  of  the  island  is  one  immense  mountain, 
or  pile  of  mountains,  ariiong.-*t  which,  those  who  dare 
approach  near  enough,  )nay,  we  are  assured^  discern 
the  mossgrown  and  antiquated  towers  and  pinnacIeH 
of  a  stately,  but  ruinous  castle,  the  habitation  of  the 
sovereign  of  the  island,  in  which  she  has  been  en- 
chanted for  a  groat  many  years. 

"  A  bold  kni'^ht,  wlio  came  upon  a  pilgrimage  to 
Jerusalem,  male  a  vow  to  deliver  this  unnappy  vic- 
tim of  pain  and  sorcery ;  feeling,  with  justice,  vehe- 
mently offended,  that  the  fiends  of  daricness  should 
exercise  any  authority  near  the  Holy  Land,  which 
might  be  termed  the  very  fount.iin  of  light.  Two  of 
the  oldest  inhabitants  of  the  island  undertoi^k  to 
guide  him  as  near  to  the  main  gate  as  they  durst,  nor 
did  they  approach  it  more  closely  than  the  lenzth  of 
II  bow-shot.  Fiere,  then,  abandoned  to  himself,  the 
brave  Frank  B«^t  forth  upon  his  enterprise,  with  a 
•touthe3rt,  and  Heaven  alone  to  friend.     Fnc  fabric 


which  he  approached  showed,  by  its  gigantic  sire, 
and  splendour  of  outline,  the  power  and  wralih  of  the 
potentate  who  had  erected  it.  The  brazen  gates 
unfolded  themselves  as  if  with  hope  and  pleasure ; 
and  aerial  voices  swept  around  the  Miires  and  turrets, 
congratulating  the  genius  of  the  place,  it  might  be, 
uy*on  the  unexpecteu  approach  of  its  deliverer. 

"  The  knight  passed  on,  not  unmoved  with  won- 
der,  though  untainted  by  fear ;  and  the  Gothic  splen- 
dours whujii  he  saw  were  of  a  kind  higlily  t-i  exalt 
his  idea  of  the  beauty  of  the  mistress  for  whom  a 
prison-hou.se  had  been  so  richly  decora tt^fl.  Guanis 
there  were  in  Eastern  dress  and  arms,  upon  bulwark 
and  buttress,  in  readiness,  it  appeared,  to  bend  liieir 
bows  ;  but  the  warriors  were  motionless  and  silent, 
and  took  no  more  notice  of  the  armed  step  of  the 
knight  than  if  a  monk  or  hermit  had  approacheil  their 
guardcxl  post.  Thev  were  living,  and  yet,  as  to  all 
power  and  sense,  they  might  he  conpi'deretl  among 
the  dead.  If  there  was  truth  in  the  old  tradition,  the 
sun  had  shone  and  the  rain  had  fallen  upon  tru^m 
for  more  than  four  hundrc>d  changing  seasons,  with- 
out their  being  sensible  of  the  genial  warmth  of  the 
one  or  the  coldness  of  the  other.  Like  the  Israel- 
ites in  the  desert,  their  slioe^  had  not  decavt-ti,  nor 
their  vestments  waxed  old.  As  Time  left  ilicni,  so 
atid  wiihcmt  alteration  was  he  again  to  find  ihein." 
The  ijhilosopher  began  now  to  recall  what  he  had 
heard  of  the  cause  of  their  enchantment. 

"The  sage,  to  whom  this  {)Otent  cliarm  is  imputed, 
was  one  of  the  Magi  who  followed  the  tenets  of 
Zoroaster.  He  had  come  to  the  court  of  tliis  youth- 
ful Princess,  who  received  him  with  every  arteniio.T 
which  gratified  vanity  could  dictate,  so  that  in  a  short 
time  her  awe  of  this  grave  personage  was  lost  in  the 
sense  of  ascendency  which  hor  beauty  gave  her  vv€t 
him.  It  was  no  diflicult  matter— in  fact  it  liappeas 
every  day— for  the  beautiful  woman  to  lull  the  wise 
nian  into  what  is  not  un.iptly  called  a  fool's  para- 
dise. The  sage  was  induced  to  attempt  feats  of 
youth  which  his  years  rendered  ridiculous  ;  he  could 
command  the  efements,  but  the  common  course  of 
nature  was  beyond  his  power.  When,  therefore,  he 
exerted  his  mauic  strength,  the  mountains  bent  and 
the  seas  recededf;  but  when  the  philosopher  attempted 
to  lead  forth  the  Princess  of  Zulichium  in  the  youth- 
ful dance,  youths  and  maidens  turned  their  heads 
aside  lest  they  should  make  too  manifest  the  ludi- 
crous ideas  with  which  they  were  impressed. 

"  Unhappily,  as  the  aged,  even  the  wisest  of  them, 
will  forgt.'i  themselves,  so  the  voung  naturally  enter 
into  an  alliance  to  spv  out,  ridicule,  and  eivuy  their 
foibles.  Many  were  the  glances  which  the  Princess 
sent  among  her  retinue,  intimating  the  nature  of  the 
amusement  which  she  received  tram  the  atuutions 
of  her  formidable  lover.  In  process  of  time,  she 
lost  her  caution,  and  a  glance  was  detected,  express- 
ing to  the  old  man  the  ridicule  and  contempt  in  whieh 
he  had  bc^en  all  along  held  by  the  object  of  his  alfec- 
tions.  Earth  has  no  passion  so  bitter  as  love  coo- 
verttrd  to  hatred ;  and  while  the  sage  bitterly  rtgrei- 
tiHl  what  he  had  done,  he  did  not  the  lc4s  resent  the 
light-hearted  folly  of  the  Princess  by  whom  he  had 
been  duped. 

"  It',  however,  he  was  angry  he  possessed  the  an 
to  conceal  it.  Not  a  word,  not  a  look  cxpresstd  the 
bitter  disappointment  which  he  had  rtK^ivtd.  A 
shade  of  melancholv,  or  rather  gloom,  upon  his 
brow,  alone  intimated  the  coming  storm.  Tne  Prin- 
cess became  somewhat  alarmed ;  she  was  besides 
extremely  good-natured,  nor  had  her  intentions  of 
leading  the  old  man  into  what  would  render  hitn 
ridiculous,  been  so  accurately  planned  with  malice 
prepense,  as  they  were  the  effect  of  accident  and 
chance.  She  saw  the  pain  which  he  suffered,  and 
thought  to  end  it  by  going  up  to  him,  wden  about  lo 
retire,  and  kindly  wishing  him  good -night 

"' Vou  say  well,  daughter'  said  the  sajsc,  'good- 
lu'ght— but  who,  of  the  numbers  who  hear  me,  aball 
say  good-morning?' 

The  speech  drew  little  attention,  although  ivoor 
three  persons  to  whom  the  character  of  the  sage  was 
known,  iled  from  the  island  that  very  night,  and  by 
their  report  made  known  the  circumaunoes  tiuoor 
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BK  the  first  infliction  of , this  eztraoidinary  q>ell  on 
hose  who  remained  within  the  Castle.  A  sleep  like 
hat  of  death  fell  upon  them,  and  was  not  removed. 
Aost  of  the  inhabitants  left  the  island ;  the  few  who 
emained  were  cautious  how  they  approached  the 
astle.  and  watched  until  some  bold  adventurer 
hould  bring  that  happy  awakening  which  the  speech 
f  the  sorcerer  seemea  m  some  degree  to  intimate. 

"  SeYer  seemed  there  a  fairer  opportunity  for  that 
wakening  to  take  place  than  when  the  proud  step  of 
jrtavan  de  Hautheu  was  placed  upon  those  en- 
hanted  courts.  On  the  left,  lay  the  palace  and  don- 
>n;keep ;  but  the  right,  more  attractivei  seemed  to 
ivite  to  the  apartment  of  the  women.  At  a  side 
oor,  reclined  on  a  couch,  two  guards  of  the  haram, 
rith  their  naked  swords  grasped  in  their  hands,  and 
Atures  fiendishly  contorted  between  sleep  and  dis- 
slution,  seemed  to  menace  death  to  any  who  shoidd 
enture  to  approach.  Tliis  threat  deterred  not  Aru- 
an  de  Hautlieu.  He  approached  the  entrance,  when 
le  doors,  like  those  of  the  great  entrance  to  the 
!astle,  made  themselves  instantly  accessible  to  him. 
I, guard-room  of  tlie  same  effeminate  soldiers  received 
im,  nor  could  the  strictest  examination  havedis- 
overed  to  him  whether  it  was  sleep  or  death  which 
rrested  the  eyes  that  seemed  to  look  upon  and  pro- 
ibit  his  advance.  Unheeding  the  presence  of  these 
hastly  sentinels,  Artavan  pressed  forward  into  an 
iner  apartment,  where  female  slaves  of  the  roost 
istinguished  beauty  were  visible  in  the  attitude  of 
lose  who  had  already  assumed  their  dress  for  the 
ight.  There  was  much  in  this  scene  whkh  might 
Bve  arrested  so  young  a  pilgrim  as  Artavan  of  Haut- 
eu;  but  his  heart  was  fixed  upon  achieving  the  free- 
om  of  the  beautiful  Princess,  nor  did  he  sufier  him- 
3lf  to  be  withdrawn  from  that  object  by  any  inferior 
Dnsideration. ,  icie  passed  on,  therefore,  to  a  little 
'ory  door,  which,  after  a  moment's  pause,  as  if  in 
laidenly  hesitation,  gave  way  like  the  rest,  and 
lelded  access  to  the  sleeping  apartment  of  the  Prin- 
»a  herself.  A  soft  light,  resembling  that  of  even- 
ig,  penetrated  into  a  chamber  where  every  thing 
semed  contrived  to  exalt  the  luxury  of  slumber, 
he  heaps  of  cushions,  which  fbrmed  a  stately  bed, 
semed  rather  to  be  touched  than  impressed  by  the 
»rm  of  a  nymph  of  fifteen,  the  renowned  Princess  of 
ulichium." 

"  Without  interrupting  you,  good  father,*'  said  the 
ountess  Brenhilda,  "  it  seems  to  me  that  we  can 
smprehend  the  picture  of  a  woman  asleep,  without 
rach  dilating  upon  it,  and  that  such  a  subject  is 
ttle  recommended  either  by  our  age  or  by  vours." 

"Pardon  me,  noble  lady,"  answered  Agelastes, 
the  most  approved  part  of  my  story  has  ever  been 
us  passage,  and  while  I  now  suppress  it  in  obedi- 
nce  to  your  command,  bear  notice,  I  pray  you,  that 
sacrifice  the  most  beautifulpart  of  the  tale." 

"Brenhilda,"  added  the  Count,  "I  am  surprised 
ou  think  of  interrupting  a  story  which  has  hitherto 
roceeded  with  so  much  fire ;  the  telling  of  a  few 
rords  more  or  less  will  surely  have  a  much  greater 
ifluenc%  upon  the  sense  of  the  narrative,  than  such 
n  addition  can  possibly  possess  over  our  sentiments 
f  action." 

**As  you  will,"  said  his  lady,  throwing  herself 
Brelessly  back  upon  the  seat ;  but  methinks  the 
rorthy  father  protracts  this  discourse^  tfll  it  becomes 
fa  nature  more  trifiing  than  interestmg." 

"Brenhilda,",8aid  the  Count,  "  this  is  the  first  time 
have  marked  in  you  i  woman's  weakness." 

"I  may  as  well  say.  Count  Robert,  that  it  is  the 
rst  time,"  answered  Brenhilda,  "that  you  have 
tiown  to  me  the  inconstancy  of  your  sex." 

"  Gods  and  goddesses,"  said  the  philosopher,  **  was 
^er  known  a  quarrel  more  absurdly  founded  1  The 
'ountess  is  jealous  of  one  whom  her  husband  proba- 
ly  never  will  see,  nor  is  there  any  prospect  that  the 
'nncess  of  Zulichium  will  be  hereafter  better  known 
)  the  modem  world,  than  if  the  curtain  hung  before 
er  tomb." 

"Proceed,"  said.  Count  Robert  of  Paris;  "if  Sir 
irtavan  of  Hautlieu  has  not  accomplished  theen- 
ranchisement  of  the  Princess  of  Zubchium,  I  make 

vow  to  our  Lady  of  the  Broken  Lances" 


"Remember,"  said  his  lady,  interfering,  "that 
you  are  already  under  a  vow  to  free  the  S^ulchrs  of 
God ;  and  to  that,  methinks,  all  lighter  engagements 
might  give  place.'' 

^^wSl,  hidy-well,"  said  Count  Robert,  but  half 
satisfied  with  this  interference,  "I  will  not  engage 
myself,  you  may  be  assured,  on  any  adventure  which 
may  claim  precedence  of  the  enterprise  of  the  Holy 
Sepulchre,  to  which  we  are  all  bound." 

'^Alas!''  said  Agelastes,  "the  distance  of  Zuli- 
chium from  the  speediest  rout  to  the  sepulchre  is  so 

small,  that" 

"Worthy  father,"  said  the  Countess,  "we  will,  if 
it  pleases  yon,  hear  your  tale  to  an  end,  and  then 
determine  what  we  will  do.  We  Norman  ladies, 
descendants  of  the  old  Gennans,  claim  a  voice  with 
our  lords  in  the  council  which  precedes  the  battle; 
nor  has  our  assistance  in  the  conflict  been  deemed 
altogether  useless." 

The  tone  in  which  this  was  spoken  conveyed  an 
awkward  innuendo  to  the  philosopher,  who  bekan  to 
foresee  that  the  jpnudanoe  of  the  Norman  knight 
would  be  more  dimcult  than  he  had  foreseen,  while 
his  consort  remained  by  his  side.  He  took  up,  there- 
fore, his  oratory  on  sonaewhat  a  lower  key  than 
before,  and  avoided  those  warm  descriptions  which 
had  given  such  offence  to  the  Coimtess  Brenhilda. 

"  Sir  Artavan  de  Hautlieu,  says  the  story,  consi- 
dered in  what  way  he  should  accost  the  sleeping 
damsel,  when  it  occurred  to  him  in  what  manner  the 
charm  would  be  most  likely  to  be  reversed.  I  am  in 
your  judgment,  fair  ladv,  if  he  Judged  wrona  in 
resolving  that  the  method  of  his  address  should  be  t 
kiss  upon  the  lips."  The  colour  of  Brenhilda  was 
somewhat  heightened,  bot  she  did  not  deem  the 
observation  worthy  of  notice. 

"Never  had  so  innocent  an  action,"  continued 
the  philosopher,  "  an  effect  more  horrible.  The  de- 
lightful light  of  a  summer  evening  was  instantlv 
changed  into  a  strange  lurid  hu&  which,  infected  with 
sulphur,  seemed  to  breathe  sufibcation  throiigh  the 
apartment.  The  nch  hangings,  and  splendid  furni- 
ture of  the  chamber,  the  very  walls  themselves,  were 
changed  into  hiige  stones  tossed  trgether  at  random, 
like  the  inside  oxa  wild  beast's  den ;  nor  was  the  den 
without  an  inhabitant  The  beautiful  and  innocent 
lips  to  which  Artavan  de  Hautlieu  had  approached 
his  own,  were  now  changed  into  the  hideous  and 
bizarre  form,  and  bestial  aspect  of  a  fiery  dragon.  A 
moment  she  hovered  upon  the  wing,  and  it  is  said, 
had  Sir  Artavan  found  courage  to  repeat  his  rialute 
three  times,  he  would  then  have  remained  master  of 
all  the  wealth,  and  of  the  disenchanted  princess. 
But  the  opportunity  was  lost,  and  the  dragon,  or  the 
creature  who  seemed  such,  sailed  out  at  a  side  win- 
dow upon  its  broad  pennons,  uttering  loud  wails  of 
disappointment." 

Here  ended  the  story  of  Agelastes.  "The  Pnncess," 
he  said,  "is  still  supposed  to  abide  her  doom  in  the 
Island  of  Zulichium,  and  several  knights  have  under- 
taken the  adventure ;  but  I  know  not  whether  it  was 
the  fear  of  saluting  the  sleeping  maiden,  or  that  of 
approaching  the  dragon  into  which  she  was  trans- 
formed, but  so  it  is.  the  spell  remains  unachieved.  I 
know  the  way,  ana  if  you  say  the  word,  you  may  be 
to-morrow  on  the  road  to  the  castle  of  enchant- 
ment." 

The  Countess  heard  this  proposal  with  the  deepest 
anxietyr,  for  she  knew  that  she  mieht,  by  opposition, 
determine  her  husband  irrevocably  upon  following 
out  the  enterprise.  She  stood  therefore  with  a  timid 
and  bashful  look,  strange  in  a  person  whose  beanng 
was  generally  so  dauntless,  and  prudently  left  it  to 
the  uninfluenced  mind  of  Count  Robert  to  form  the 
resolution  which  should  best  please  him. 

"  Brenhilda,"  he  said,  taking  her  hand,  "  fame  and 
honour  are  dear  to  thy  husband  as  ever  they  were  to 
knight  who  buckled  a  brand  upon  his  side.  TjboQ 
hast  done,  perhaps.  I  may  sav,  for  me,  what  I  might 
in  vain  have  looked  for  from  ladies  of  thy  condition ; 
and  therefore  thou  mayst  well  expect  a  casting  voice 
m  such  points  of  deliberation.— -Why  dost  thou  wan- 
der by  the  side  of  a  foreign  and  unhealthy  shore,  in- 
stead of  the  banks  of  the  lovely  Seine  ?— Why  dost 
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thou  wear  a  dress  unusual  to  thy  sex  7— Why  dost 
thou  seek  death,  and  think  it  little,  in  companson  of 
■bame  1— Why  ?  but  that  the  Count  of  Paris  may 
have  a  bride  worthy  of  him.— Dost  thou  think  that 
this  affection  is  thrown  away  1  No,  by  the  saints ! 
Thy  knight  repays  it  as  he  best  ought,  and  sacrifices 
to  thee  every  thought  which  thy  afTection  may  less 
than  entirely  approve !" 

Poor  Brennilda.  confused  as  she  was  by  the  various 
emotions  with  which  she  was  agitated*  now  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  maintain  the  heroic  deportment 
which  her  character  as  an  Amazon  reqmred  from 
her.  She  attempted  to  assume  the  proud  and  lofty 
look  which  was  properly  her  own,  but  failing  in  the 
effort,  she  threw  herself  m to  the  Count's  arms,  hung 
rouno  his  neck,  and  wept  like  a  village  maiden, 
whose  true  love  is  pressed  for  the  wars.  Her  hus- 
band, a  little  ashamed^  while  he  was  much  moved 
by  this  burst  of  affection  in  one  to  whose  character 
it  seemed  an  unusual  attribute,  was,  at  the  same  time, 
pleased  and  proud  that  he  could  have  awakened  an 
affection  so  genuine  and  so  gentle  in  a  soul  so  high- 
spirited  and  so  unbending. 

*'  Not  thus,"  he  said,  my  Brenhilda !  I  would  not 
have  it  thus,  either  for  thine  own  sake  or  for  mine. 
Do  not  let  this  wise  old  man  suppose  that  thy  heart 
IS  made  of  the  malleable  stuff  which  forms  that  of 
other  maidens ;  and  apologize  to  him,  as  may  well 
become  thee,  for  having  prevented  my  undertaking 
the  adventure  of  Zulichium,  which  he  recommends. 

It  was  not  easy  for  Brenhilda  to  recover  herself, 
after  havin;?  afforded  so  notable  an  instance  how  na- 
ture can  vindicate  her  rights,  with  whatever  rigour 
she  mav  have  been  discipunea  and  tyrannized  over. 
With  a  look  of  ineffable  affection,  she  disjoined  her- 
self from  her  husband,  still  keeping  hold  of  his  hand, 
and  turning  to  the  old  man  witli  a  countenance  in 
which  the  half-effaced  tears  were  succeeded  by  smiles 
of  pleasure  and  of  modesty,  she  spoke  to  Agelastes  as 
she  would  to  a  person  whom  she  respected,  and  to- 
wards whom  she  had  some  offence  to  atone.  "  Fa- 
ther,'* she  said,  respectfully,  "  be  not  angry  with  me 
that  I  should  have  been  an  obstacle  to  one  of  the  best 
knights  that  ever  spurred  steed,  undertaking  the  en- 
terprise of  thine  enchanted  Princess ;  but  the  tniih 
is,  that  in  our  land,  where  knighthood  and  religion 
agree  in  permitting  only  one  lady  love,  and  one  lady 
wife,  wo  do  not  quite  so  willingly  sec  our  husbands 
run  into  danger— especially  of  that  kind  where  lonely 
ladies  are  the  parties  relieved — and— and  kisses  are 
the  ransom  pniii.  I  have  as  much  confidence  in  my 
Robert's  fidrtlitv.  as  a  lady  can  have  in  a  loving 
knicht,  but  still'* 

"  Lovely  lady,"  said  Agelastes,  who,  notwithstand- 
ing his  highlv  artificial  character,  could  not  help 
being  moved  hy  the  simple  and  sincere  affection  of 
the  handsome  young  pair,  "you  have  done  no  evil. 
The  state  of  the  Princess  is  no  worse  than  it  was, 
and  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the  kniuhr  fated  to 
relieve  her,  wll  appear  at  the  destined  period." 

The  Countess  sniile<l  sadly,  and  shook  her  head. 
"You  do  not  know,"  she  !»aiif,  "  how  powerful  is  the 
aid  of  which  I  have  unhappily  deprived  this  unfor- 
tunate lady,  by  a  jealousy  which  I  now  feel  to  have 
been  alike  paltry  and  unworthy ;  and,  such  is  my 
regret,  that  1  eoiiid  find  in  my  heart  to  retract  my  op- 
position to  Count  Robert's  undertaking  this  aavcn- 
tnre."  She  looked  at  her  husband  with  some  anxiety, 
as  one  that  had  made  an  offer  she  would  not  wil- 
lingly see  accepted,  and  did  not  recover  her  courage 
until  he  said,  decidedly,  "  Brenhilda, 
be.'" 
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"  And  why,  then,  may  not  Brenhilda  herself  take 
the  adventure,"  continued  the  Countess,  "since  she 
can  neither  fear  the  channs  of  the  Princess,  nor  the 
terrors  of  the  dragon  ?" 

"  Lady,"  said  Agelastes.  "  the  Princess  must 
be  awakened  by  the  kiss  of  love,  and  not  by  that  of 
friendship." 

"  A  sufficient  reason,"  said  the  Countess,  smil- 
ing, "  why  a  lady  may  not  wish  her  lord  to  go 
forth  unon  an  adventure  of  which  the  conditions  are 
■o  regulated." 

"  Noble  minstrel,  or  herald,  or  by  whatever  name 


this  country  calls  you,"  said  Count  Robert,  "  accept 
a  small  remuneration  for  an  hour  pleasantly  BT>ent, 
though  spent,  unhappily,  in  vain.  I  should  make 
some  apol9gy  for  the  meanness  of  my  offering,  but 
French  knights,  you  may  have  occasion  to  know,  are 
more  full  of  fame  than  of  wealth." 

"  Not  for  that,  noble  sir,"  replied  Agelastes,  "  would 
I  refuse  your  munificence ;  a  besant  from  your  worthy 
hand,  or  that  of  your  noble-minded  lady,  were  cen- 
tupled in  its  value,  by  the  eminence  of  the  persons 
from  whom  it  came.  I  would  hang  it  round  my 
neck  by  a  string  of  pearls,  and  when  I  came  into  the 
presence  of  knijghts  and  of  ladies,  I  would  proclaim 
that  this  addition  to  my  achievement  of  armorial 
distinction,  was  bestowed  by  the  renowned  Count 
Robert  of  Paris,  and  his  uncoualled  lady.'*  The 
Knight  and  the  Countess  looked  on  each  other,  and 
the  lady,  taking  from  her  finger  a  ring  of  pure  cold, 
prayed  the  old  man  to  accept  of  it,  as  a  mark  of  her 
esteem  and  her  husband's.  **  With  one  other  condi- 
tion," said  the  philosopher,  "  which  I  trust  you  will 
not  find  altogether  unsatisfactory.  I  have,  on  the 
way  to  the  city  by  the  most  pleasant  road,  a  small 
kiosk,  or  hermitage,  where  I  sometimes  receive  my 
friends,  who,  I  venture  to  say,  are  among  the  most 
respectable  personages  of  this  empire.  Tm-o  or  three 
of  these  will  probably  honour  rny  residence  to-dar. 
and  partake  of  the  provision  it  aftords.  Could  I  add 
to  these  the  company  of  the  noble  Count  ond  Count- 
ess of  Paris,  I  should  deem  my  poor  habitation  ho- 
noured for  ever." 

*'  How  say  you  my  noble  wife  7"  said  the  Count. 
"  The  company  of  a  minstrel  befits  the  highest  birth, 
honours  the  highest  rank,  and  adds  to  toe  greater 
achievements ;  and  the  invitation  doea  us  too  much 
credit  to  be  rejected." 

"  It  grows  somewhat  late,"  said  the  Countess ; 
"  but  we  came  not  here  to  shun  a  sinking  sun  or  a 
daikening  sky,  and  I  feel  it  my  duty,  as  well  as  my 
satisfaction,  to  place  at  the  command  of  the  aofA 
father  every  pleasure  which  it  is  in  my  power  to  olTer 
to  him,  for  having  been  the  means  of  your  neglecting 
his  advice.*' 

"  The  path  is  so  short,"  said  Agelastes,  "  that  we 
had  bettor  keep  our  present  mode  of  travelling,  if  the 
lady  should  not  want  the  assistance  of  horses. ' 

No  horses  on  my  account,"  said  the  Lady  Bren- 
hilda. "  My  waiting- woman,  Agatha,  has  what 
necessaries  I  may  require ;  and,  for  the  rest,  no 
knight  ever  travelled  so  little  embarrassed  with  big- 
gage  as  my  husband." 

Agelastes.  therefore,  led  the  way  through  the  deep- 
ening wood,  which  was  freshened  by  the  cooler 
breath  of  evening,  and  his  guests  accompanied  hica. 
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Without,  a  rain,  broken,  tangled,  emnbron. 
Within,  It  wat  a  little  paradiw, 
Where  Taste  had  made  hordwellini.    Stataary, 
Firatbom  or  human  art,  moalded  Iter  imafee. 
And  bade  men  mark  and  wowhip.— il»iaa|fflw. 

The  Count  of  Paris  and  his  lady  attended  the  old 
man,  whose  advanced  age,  his  excellence  in  the  uw 
of  the  French  lam^age,  which  he  spoke  to  admira- 
tion,—above  all,  his  skill  in  appl>'ing  it  to  poetical  and 
romantic  subiects,  which  was  essential  to  what  Tn» 
then  termed  history  and  belles  lettres,— drew  from 
the  noble  hearers  a  degree  of  applause,  which}  as 
Agelastes  had  seldom  been  vain  enough  to  consider 
as  his  due,  so,  on  the  part  of  the  Knight  of  Paris  and 
his  lady,  had  it  been  but  rarely  conferred. 

They  had  walked  for  some  time  by  a  path  which 
sometimes  seemed  to  hide  itself  among  the  woods  that 
came  down  to  the  shore  of  the  Propontis,  sometimes 
emerged  from  concealment,  and  skirted  lh«  opea 
margin  of  the  strait,  while,  at  every  tiini«  it  seemed 
guided  by  the  desire  to  select  a  choice  and  rontrsft 
of  beauty.  Variety  of  scenes  and  manners  enlivened, 
from  thoir  novelty,  the  landscape  to  the  pilgrims. 
Uy  the  seashore,  nymphs  were  aeen  danang.  and 
shepherds  piping,  or  boating  the  tambourine  to  thfir 
steps,  as  represented  in  some  groups  of  ancient  sta- 
tuary.   The  very  faces  had  a  lingular  memblance 
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to  the  antique.  If  old,  their  long  robes,  their  atti- 
liidet,  and  magnificent  heada,  presented  the  ideas 
which  distinKuisn  prophets  and  saints ;  whila  on  the 
other  hand,  the  features  of  the  young  recalled  the 
expressive  countenances  of  the  heroes  of  antiquity, 
and  the  charms  of  those  lovely  feodales  by  whom 
their  deeds  were  inspired. 

But  the  race  of  the  Greeks  was  no  longer  to  be 
seen,  even  in  its  native  country,  unmixed,  or  in  abso« 
lute  puritif:  on  the  contrary,  they  saw  groups  of 
persons  with  features  which  argued  a  difterent  de- 
scent 

In  a  retiring  bosom  of  the  shore,  which  was  tra- 
versed by  the  path,  the  rocks,  receding  from  the 
beach,  rounded  off  a  spaciouB  portion  of  level  sand, 
and,  in  some  degree,  enclosed  it.  A  party  of  heathen 
Scythians  whom  they  beheld,  presented  the  deformed 
features  of  the  demons  they  were  said  to  worships 
flat  noses  with  expanded  nostrils,  which  seemed  to 
admit  the  sight  to  their  very  brain  \  faces  which  ex- 
tended rather  in  breadth  than  length,  with  strange 
unintellectual  eyes  placed  in  the  extremity ;  figures 
short  and  dwarfish,  yet  garnished  with  legs  and  arms 
of  astonishing  sinewy  strength,  disproportioned  to 
their  bodies.  As  the  travellers  passed,  the  savages 
lield  a  nwcies  of  tournament,  as  the  Count  termed 
:t  In  this  they  exercised  themselves  by  darting  at 
9ach  other  long  reeds,  or  canes,  balanced  for  the  pur- 
pose, which,  in  this  rude  sport,  they  threw  with  such 
brce,  as  not  nnfiwiuently  to  strike  each  other  from 
cheir  steeds,  and  otherwise  to  cause  serious  damage. 
Some  of  the  combatants  being,  for  the  time,  out  of 
he  play,  devounM)  with  greedy  looks  the  beauty  of 
he  Countess,  and  eyed  her  in  such  a  manner  that  she 
(aid  to  Count  Robert,—"  I  have  never  known  fear, 
ny  husband,  nor  is  it  for  me  to  acknowledge  it  now : 
mt  if  disgust  be  an  in/predient  of  it,  these  misfomied 
unites  arequahfied  to  mspire  it." 

"  What,  ho,  Sir  Knight  1'*  exclaimed  one  of  the 
nfidels,  your  wifie,  or  your  lady  love,  has  commit- 
ed  a  lault  against  the  privileges  ot  the  Imperial 
Scythians,  ana  not  small  will  be  the  penalty  she  has 
Dcurred.  You  may  go  your  way  as  fast  as  you  will 
>ut  of  this  plaosi  wmch  is^  for  the  present,  our  hip- 
odrome,  or  atmeidan,  call  it  which  you  will,  as  you 
•lize  the  Roman  or  the  Saracen  language;  but  for 
our  wifia,  if  the  sacrament  has  united  you,  believe 
IT  word,  that  she  parts  not  so  soon  nor  so  easy." 

'**  Scoundrel  heathen,"  said  the  Christian  Knight 
dost  thou  hold  that  language  to  a  Peer  of  France  7" 

.Agelastes  here  interposed,  and  using  the  sounding 
uiguage  of  a  Grecian  courtier,  reminded  the  Scyth- 
ins,  (mercenary  soldiers,  as  they  seemed,  of  the 
oniHre,)  that  all  violence  against  the  European  pil- 
rims  was,  by  the  Imperial  orders,  strictly  prohibited 
ader  pain  or  death. 

"  1  know  better,"  said  the  exulting  savage,  shaking 
oe  or  two  javeUns  with  broad  steel  heads,  and  vdngs 
r  the  eagle's  feather,  which  last  were  dabbled  m 
lood.  "  Ask  the  wizigs  of  my  iavelin,"  he  said,  "  in 
^hose  heart's  blood  these  feathers  have  been  dyed. 
'hey  shall  reply  to  you,  that  if  Alexius  Comnenus 
9  the  friend  of  the  European  pilgrims,  it  is  only 
^hile  he  looks  upon  them ;  and  we  are  too  exemplary 
>ldier8  to  serve  our  Emperor  otherwise  than  he 
ishee  to  be  served." 

"Peace,  Toxartis,"  said  the  philosopher,  "thou 
sliest  thine  Emperor." 

"  Peace  thou !"  said  Toxartis,  "  or  I  will  do  a  deed 
lat  misbecomes  a  soldier,  and  rid  the  world  of  a 
rating  old  man." 

So  saying;  he  put  forth  his  hand  to  take  hold  of 
le  Countess's  veil.  With  the  readiness  which  fre- 
lent  use  had  given  to  the  warlike  lady,  she  with- 
rew  herself  fix>m  the  heathen's  grasp,  and  with  her 
enchant  sword  dealt  him  so  sufficient  a  blow,  that 
oxartis  lay  lifeless  on  the  plain.  The  Count  leapt 
1  the  fallen  leader's  steed,  and  crying  his  war-cry. 
Son  of  Charlemagne,  to  the  rescue  I"  he  rode  amid 
le  rout  of  heathen  cavaliers  with  a  battle-axe,  which 
i  fonnd  at  the  saddle-bow  of  the  deceased  chieftain, 
id  wielding  it  with  remorseless  dexterity,  he  soon 
Bw  or  wounded,  or  compelled  to  flight,  the  objects 
'  his  resentment  {  nor  was  there  ai)y  of  them  who 


abode  an  instant  to  Support  the  boast  which  they  had 
made. 

"  The  despicable  churls  t"  said  the  Countess  to 
Agelastes ;  it  irks  me  that  a  drop  of  such  coward 
blood  should  stain  the  hands  of  a  noble  knight 
They  call  their  exercise  a  tournament,  although  in 
their  whole  exertions  every  blow  is  aimed  behind  the 
back,  and  not  one  has  the  courage  to  throw  his  win- 
dlestraw  while  he  perceives  that  of  another  pointed 
against  himself." 

"  Such  is  their  custom,"  said  Agelastes :  "  not  per- 
haps so  much  fi'om  cowardice  as  from  haoit,  in  exer* 
dsing  before  his  Imperisl  Maiesty.  I  have  seen  that 
Toxartis  literally  turn  his  bacx  upon  the  mark  when 
he  bent  his  bow  in  full  career,  and  when  in  the  act 
of  galloping  the  farthest  from  his  object,  he  pierced 
it  through  the  very  centre  with  a  broad  arrow." 

"A  force  of  such  soldiersi"  said  Count  Robert, 
who  had  now  rejoined  his  friends,  "  could  noi^  me- 
thinks,  be  very  formidably  where  there  was  but  an 
ounce  of  genume  courage  in  the  assailants." 

"  Mean  time,  let  us  pass  on  to  my  kiosk,"  said 
Agelastes,"  lest  the  fugitives  find  friends  to  enoou- 
rase  them  in  thoughts  of  revenge." 

^  Such  friends.'^  said  Count  Robert,  "methinks. 
the  insolent  heathens  ought  not  to  find  in  any  land 
which  calls  itself  Christian ;  and  if  I  survive  the  con- 

guest  of  the  Holy,  Sepulchre,  I  shall  make  it  my  first 
usiness  to  inquire  by  what  right  your  Emperor 
retains  in  bis  service  a  band  of  Paynim  and  unman- 
nerly cut-throats,  who  dare  offer  ii^ury  upon  the 
highway*  which  ought  to  be  sacred  to  the  peace  of 
God  and, the  king^  and  to  noble  ladies  and  moffen- 
sive  pilgrims.  It  is  one  of  a  list  of  many  (questions 
which,  my  vow  accompliahed,  I  will  not  fail  to  put 
to  him ;  ay,  and  exjpecting  an  answer,  as  they  say, 
prompt  and  categpncaL" 

"You  shall  gain  no  answer  from  me  though," 
said  Agelastes  to  himsell  "Your  demands,  sir 
Knight,  areover  peremptory,  and  imposed  under  too 
rigid  conditions,  to  be  replied  to  by  those  who  can 
evade  them." 

He  changed  the  conversation,  accordingly,  with 
easy  dexterity ;  and  they  had  not  proceeded  much 
farther,  before  they  reached  a  spot,  the  natural  beau- 
ties of  which  called  forth  the  admiration  of  his  foreign 
companions.  A  copious  brook,  gushing  out  of  the 
woodland,  descended  to  the  sea  with  no  small  noise 
and  tumult;  and,  as  if  disdaining:  a  quieter  course, 
which  it  might  have  gained  by  a  little  circuit  to  the 
right,  it  took  the  readiest  road  to  the  ocean^  plunging 
over  the  face  of  a  lofty  and  barren  precipice  which 
overhung  the  seashore,  and  from  thence  led  its  little 
tribute,  with  as  much  noise  as  if  it  had  the  stream 
of  a  full  river  to  boast  of^  to  the  waters  of  the  Hel- 
lesppnt. 

The  rock,  we  have  said,  was  baieb  unless  in  so  far 
as  it  was  clothed  with  the  foaming  waters  of  the 
cataract ;  but  the  banks  on  each  side  were  covered 
with  plane-trees,  walnut-trees,  cypresaes,  and  other 
kinds  of  large  timber  proper  to  toe  East  The  fall 
of  water,  always  agreeable  in  a  warm  dimate,  and 
generally  produced  by  artificial  means,  was  here 
natural,  and  had  been  chosen,  something  like  the 
Sibyl's  temple  at  Tivoli  for  the  seat  of  a  goddess  to 
whom  the  invention  or  Polytheism  had  assigned  a 
sovereignty  over,  the  department  around.  The  shrine 
was  small  and  circular,  like  many  of  the  lesser  tem- 
ples of  the  rustic  deities,  and  enclosed  bv  the  wall  of 
an  outer  court  After  its  desecration,  it  had  probably 
been  converted  into  a  luxurious  summer  retreat  by 
Agelastes,  or  some  Epicurean  philosopher.  As  the 
building.  Itself  o(  a  light,  airy,  and  fantastic  charac- 
fer,  was  dimly  seen  throiigh  the  branches  and  foliage 
on  the  edge  of  the  rock,  so  the  mode  by  which  it  was 
accessible  was  not  at  first  apparent  amongst  the 
mist  of  the  cascade.  A  pathway,  a  good  deal  hidden 
by  vegetation,  ascended  by  a  genue  acclivity,  and. 
prolonged  by  the  architect  by  means  of  a  few  broad 
and  easy  marble  steps,  making  part  of  the  original 
approach,  conducted  the  passenger  to  a  smalt  but 
exquisitely  lovely  velvet  lawn,  in  front  of  the  turret 
or  temple  we  have  described,  the  back  part  of  which 
building  overhung  the  cataract. 
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CHAPTER  XIL 

Hm  ptrtiet  met    The  wiljr,  wonlj  Greek, 

Weifftiinf  each  word,  and  emnMnng  each  ffllable ; 

Evadinr,  arguing,  eqaiToeatinr. 

And  the  stern  Prank  came  with  hit  two-huid  tword, 

Watchinr  to  cee  wliieh  way  Uie  balance  iwayt. 

That  be  ma/  throw  it  in,  and  turn  the  ■calee.-FilndM. 

At  a  signal  made  by  Agela8te&  the  door  of  this  ro- 
mantic retreat  waa  opened  by  Diogenes,  the  negro 
slave:  to  whom  oar  readers  have  been  already  intro- 
duced ;  nor  did  it  escape  the  wily  old  man,  tnat  the 
Count  and  his  lady  testified  some  wonder  at  his  form 
and  lineaments,  being  the  first  African  perhaps  whom 
they  had  ever  seen  so  closely.  The  philosopher  lost 
not  the  opportunity  of  making  an  impression  on  their 
minds,  by  a  display  of  the  superiority  of  his  know- 
ledge. 

*^This  poor  beingi"  he  observed.  **  is  of  the  race  of 
Ham,  the  undutinil  son  of  Noah;  for  his  trans- 
gresswns  against  his  parent,  he  was  banished  to  the 
sands  of  Afnca,  and  was  condemned  to  be  the  father 
of  a  raee  doomed  to  be  the  slaves  of  the  issue  of  his 
more  dutiful  brethren." 

The  knight  and  his  lady  gazed  on  the  wonderful 
appearance  before  them,  and  did  not,  it  may  be  be- 
lieved, think  of  doubting  the  information,  which  was 
80  much  of  a  piece  with  their  prejudices,  while  their 
opinion  of  their  host  was  greatly  augmented  by  the 
supposed  extent  of  his  knowledge. 

"It  gives  pleasure  to  a  man  of  humanity,"  conti- 
nued Agelastes,  "  when,  in  old  age  or  sickness,  we 
must  employ  the  services  of  others,  which  is  at  other 
times  scarce  lawful,  to  choose  his  assistants  out  of  a 
race  of  beings^  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water 
•—from  their  birth  upwards  destined  to  slavery ;  and 
to  whom,  therefore,  by  employing  them  as  slaves,  we 
render  no  injury,  but  carry  into  effect,  in  a  slight  de- 
greei  the  intentions  of  the  Great  Being  who  made 
usall." 

**  Are  there  many  of  a  race,"  said  the  Countess.  **80 
singularly  unhappy  in  their  destination?  I  have 
hitherto  thought  the  stories  of  black  men  as  idle  as 
those  which  minstrels  tell  of  fairies  and  ghosts." 

"  Do  not  believe  so,"  said  the  philosopher :  "  the 
race  is  numerous  as  the  sands  of  the  sea,  neither  are 
they  altogether  unhappy  in  discharrang  the  duties 
which  their  fate  has  allotted  tbem.^  Those  who  are 
of  worse  character  sufler  even  in  this  life  the  penance 
due  to  their  guilt ;  thev  become  the  slaves  of  the  cruel 
aiid  tyrannical,  are  beaten,  starved,  and  mutilated. 
To  those  whose  moral  characters,  are  better,  better 
masters  are  provided,  who  share  with  their  slaves,  as 
with  their  children,  mod  and  raiment,  and  the  other 

food  things  which  they  themselves  emoy.  To  some, 
leaven  allots  the  favour  of  kings  ana  of  conquerors, 
and  to  1  fe^  but  those  the  chief  favourites  of  the 
Vpecies,  hath  been  assigned  a  place  in  the  mansions 
of  philosophy,  where,  by  availing  themselves  of  the 
lights  which  their  masters  can  afford,  they  gain  a 
prospect  into  that  world  which  is  the  residence  of  true 
happiness." 

Methinksl understand  you,"  replied  the  Countess. 
"  and  if  so,  I  ought  rather  to  envy  our  sable  friend 
here  than  to  pity  nim,  for  having  been  allotted  in  the 
partition  of  his  kind  to  the  possession  of  his  present 
master,  from  whom,  doubtless,  he  has  acquired  the 
desirable  knowledge  which  you  mention." 

"He  learns,  at  least."  said  Agela&tes,  modestly, 
"what  I  can  teach,  and,  above  all,  to  be  contented 
with  his  sitimtion.— Diogenes,  my  good  child,"  said 
he,  changing  his  address  to  the  slave.  "  thou  seest  I 
have  company— What  does  the  poor  hermit's  larder 
afford,  with  which  he  may  regale  his  honoured 
guests  T* 

Hitherto  ihey  had  advanced  no  ftrther  than  a  sort 
of  outer  room,  or  hall  of  entrance,  fitted  up  with  no 
more  expense  than  might  have  suited  one  who  de- 
sired at  some  outlay,  and  more  taste,  to  avail  himself 
of  the  ancient  building  for  a  sequestered  and  private 
retirement.  The  chaics  and  couches  were  covered 
wiUi  Eastern  wove  mats,  and  were  of  the  simplest 
and  most  primitive  form.  But  on  touching  a  spring, 
an  mtenor  apartment  was  displayed,  which  had  oon- 
PKiarable  pretensions  to  splendour  and  magnifiooooe. 


The  furniture  and  hangings  4if  this  apartment  <  __  _ 
of  straw-coloured  silk,  wrought  on  the  looms  of  Per- 
sia, and  crossed  with  embroiaery,  which  produced  a 
rich,  yet  nmple  effect.  The  oeiling  was  carved  in 
arabesque,  and  the  four  comere  of  the  aMrtment  were 
formed  into  recesses  for  statuary,  woicfa  had  been 
produced  in  a  better  age  of  the  art  than  that  which 
existed  at  the  period  of  our  story.  In  one  nook,  a 
shepherd  seemed  to  withdraw  himself  as  if  *****ntfiil 
to  produce  his  scantily-covered  person,  while  he  was 
wining  to  afTord  the  audience  tne  music  of  the  resd 
which  lie  held  in  his  hand.  Three  damseU,  reeembhng 
the  Graces  in  the  beautiful  proportions  of  their  limhi^ 
and  the  slender  clothing  which  they  wore,  larked  ia 
different  attitudes,  each  m  her  own  niche,  and  meemd 
but  to  await  the  firet  sound  of  the  mosic,  to  bosid 
forth  fronr  thence  and  join  in  the  frolic  dance.  IW 
subject  was  beautiful,  yet  somewhat  lii^t,  to  orna- 
ment the  study  of  such  a  aage  aa  Aguartcs  npn- 
sented  himself  to  be. 

He  seemed  to  be  sensible  that  this  miicfat  attno 
observation.— "These figures,"  he  said,  '*  execsicd st 
the  period  of  the  highest  excellence  of  Grecian  ait, 
were  considered  of  old  as  the  choral  nymphs  assf 
bled  to  adore  the  goddess  of  the  place,  watting  bst 
the  music  to  join  in  the  worship  of  the  temple.  Aai, 
in  truth,  the  wisest  may  be  interested  in  seeing  ham 
near  to  animation  the  genius  of  these  wonderlal  mn 
could  bring  the  infltxible  marble.  Allow  but  lor  tki 
absence  of  the  divine  afllatua,  or  breath  of  ammaiiaa, 
and  an  unenlightened  heathen  might  soppose  iheaB- 
racle  of  Prometheus  was  about  to  be  reahxed.  Be 
we,"  aaid  he,  looking  upwards,  "an  taught  to  fan 
a  better  judgment  between  what  man  can  do  andtki 
productions  of  the  Deity." 

Some  subjects  of  natural  history  wvre  panned  ii 
the  walls,  and  the  philosopher  fixed  the  attentioa  a 
his  guests  upon  the  half-reasoning  elephant,  of  wibci 
he  mentioned  several  anecdotes,  which  th^  hstcad 
to  with  great  eagerness. 

A  distant  strain  waa  here  heard,  as  if  of  muaie  a 
the  woods,  penetrating  hj  fita  throagh  the  hosm 
roar  of  the  cascade^  which,  aa  it  sunk  immediai^ 
below  the  windows,  filled  the  apnrtaoent  with  a 
deep  voice. 

"  Apparently,"  said  Agelasteik  "  the  friends  wkaa 
I  expected  are  approaching  ana  bring  with  th^ae 
means  of  enchanting  another  sense.  It  is  w«ll  ^ 
do  so,  since  wisdom  tells  us  that  we  beet  bonoar  tti 
Deity  by  enjoying  the  gifta  he  has  provided  na." 

These  words  called  the  attention  of  the  phiwi 
pher's  Prankish  guests  to  the  prepttraiions  eThif 
m  this  tasteful  saloon.  These  were  made  for  an  m- 
tertainment  in  the  manner  of  the  ancient  RoMsnr 
and  couches,  which  were  laid  beaide  a  table 
decked,  annotmced  that  the, male  gueata,  at 
were  to  assist  at  the  banquet  in  the  ueoal 
posture  of  the  ancients ;  while  seat*  piaoed 
the  couches,  seemed  to  say  that  femaica 
pected,  who  would  observe  the  Grecian 
eating  seated.  The  preparations  for  good 
such  as,  though  limited  in  extent  could  aoareebr 
celled  in  quahty.  either  by  the  splendid  dishes  vksk 
decked  Trimalchio's  banquet  of  former  days,  «r  M 
lighter  delicacies  of  Grecian  cookery^  or  the 


and  highly-spiced  messes  indulged  in  hy  the 

of  the  Kast,  to  whichever  they  happened  to  give  tftf 


preference  ;  and  it  was  with  an  av  of  some  vaidr 
that  Agelastes  asked  his  guests  to  share  a  poor  pa> 
grim*s  meal. 

"  We  care  little  for  dainties,**  said  the  Cowii ; 
does  our  present  course  of  life  as  pilgnma,  boandbyij 
vow,  allow  us  much  choice  on  sach  snbiecta.  Wk^ 
ever  is  food  for  soldiers,  suiBoes  the  Cooates  ■■ 
myself:  for,  with  our  will,  we  woaM  at  evny  ke« 
be  ready  for  battle,  and  the  leas  time  we  use  nin^ 
paringror  the  field,  it  is  even  so  much  the  betta.  at 
then/Brenbilda,  since  the  good  man  wiD  bafvjt^*^ 
and  let  us  lose  no  time  in  lefiesfaroent,  lean  we  '^ 
that  which  should  be  otherwiae  employed." 

"  A  moment'a  forgiveness."  aakl  Ageiastfs»  * 
the  arrival  of  my  other  fiienda,  wrhoee  miaie  pn 
now  hear  is  close  at  hand,  and  who  wiD  aoi  kf$ 
may  safely  promise,  divide  yoa  from  yoor 
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** For  that,"  said  the  Count,  "there  is  no  haste; 
ind  since  vou  seem  to  account  it  a  part  of  civil  man- 
icTs,  Brenniida  and  I  can  with  ease  postpone  our  re- 
>a8t,  unless  you  will  permit  us,  what  I  own  would  be 
norc  pleasing,  to  take  a  morsel  of  bread  and  a  cup 
)f  crater  presently ;  and,  thus  refreshed,  to  leave  the 
ipace  clear  for  your  more  curious  and  more  familiar 
^ests." 

'*  The  saints  above  forbid !"  said  Agelastes : "  guests 
lo  honoured  never  before  pressed  these  cushions,  nor 
;ould  do  so,  if  the  sacred  family  of  the  impurial 
ilcxius  himself  even  now  stood  at  the  gate." 

He  had  hardly  uttered  these  words,  when  the  full- 
ilo^vn  peal  of  a  trumpet,  louder  in  a  tenfold  degree 
han  the  strains  of  music  they  had  before  heard,  was 
lO'w  sounded  in  the  front  of  the  temple,  piercing 
hrough  the  murmur  of  the  water-fall,  as  a  Damas- 
ais  blade  penetrates  the  armour,  ana  assailing  the 
iars  of  the  hearers,  as  the  sword  pierces  the  flesh  of 
lim  who  wears  the  harness. 

"  You  seem  surprised  or  alarmed,  father,"  said 
I]k>iint  Robert.  "  Is  there  danger  near,  and  do  you 
iistrust  our  protection  7" 

"  No,"  said  Agelastes,  "  that  would  give  me  con- 
Idence  in  any  extremity;  but  these  sounds  excite 
iwe,  not  fear.  They  telL  me  that  some  of  the  inipe- 
ial  family  are  about  to  be  my  guests.  Yet  fear  no- 
ihing,  my  noble  friends— they,  whose  look  is  life,  arc 
leady  to  shower  their  favours  with  profusion  upon 
itrangers  so  worthy  of  honour  as  they  will  sec  here. 
Mean  time,  my  brow  must  touch  my  threshold,  in 
>rder  duly  to  welcome  them."  So  saying,  he  bur- 
ied to  the  outer  door  of  the  building. 

**  Each  land  has  its  customs,"  said  the  Count,  as 
le  followed  his  host,  with  his  wife  hanging  on  his 
um ;  "  but,  Brenhilda,  as  they  are  so  various,  it  is 
ittle  wonder  that  they  appear  imsecmly  to  each  other. 
Bere,  however,^  in  deference  to  my  entertainer,  I 
itoop  my  crest,  in  the  manner  which  seems  to  be  re- 
quired." So  saying,  he  followed  Agelastes  into  the 
tnteroom,  where  a  new  scene  awaited  them. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

AoBLASTKs  gained  his  threshold  before  Count  Ro- 
>ert  of  Paris  and  his  ladv.    He  had,  therefore,  time 

0  make  his  prostrations  before  a  hus:e  animal,  then 
inknown  to  the  western  world,  but  now  universally 
listinguished  as  the  elephant.  On  its  back,  was  a 
>avilion,  or  palanquin,  within  which  were  enclosed 
:he  august  persons  of  the  Empress  Irene,  and  her 
laughter  Anna  Comnena.  ISiocphorus  13riennius 
ittended  the  Princesses  in  the  command  of  a  gallant 
>ody  of  light  horse,  whose  BpN^ndid  armour  would 
lave  given  more  pleasure  to  the  crusader,  if  it  had 
jossessed  less  an  air  of  useless  wealth  and  efTrmi- 
late  magnificence.  But  the  effect  which  it  produced 
n  its  apjieorance  was  as  brilliant  as  could  well  be 
sonceivetl.  Theoflficers  alone  of  this  corps  de  gardt 
bllov/ed  Nicephorus  to  the  platform,  prostroted  theni- 
lelves,  while  the  ladies  of  the  Imijcrial  house  de- 
icended,  and  rose  up  again  under  a  cloud  of  waving 
)lume9  and  fla.shing  lances,  when  thry  stood  secure 
ipon  the  platform  in  front  of  the  building.  Here  the 
somewhat  aged,  but  commanding  form  of  the  Em- 
press, and  the  still  juvenile  beauties  of  the  fair  his- 
torian, were  seen  to  great  advontas^o.  In  the  front 
>f  a  deep  background  of  spears  aiid  waving  crests, 
itood  the  sounder  of  the  sacred  trumpet,  conspicuous 
3y  his  size  and  the  richneSvS  of  his  apparel ;  lie  kept 
318  post  on  a  rock  above  the  stone  staircase,  and.  by 
m  occasional  note  of  his  instniment,  intimated  to 
Lhc  squadrons  beneath  that  they  should  stay  their 
;>rogres8,  and  attend  the  motions  of  the  Empress  and 
ihe  wife  of  the  Caesar. 

The  fair  form  of  the  Countess  Brenhilda,  and  the 
fantastic  appearance  of  her  half-ma.sculine  garb,  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  ladies  of  Alexius  family, 
but  was  too  extraordinary  to  command  their  admira- 
tion. Agelastes  became  sensible  there  was  a  neces- 
sity that  ne  should  introduce  his  guests  to  each  other, 

1  be  desired  they  should  meet  on  satisfactory  terms. 

AD 


**May  I  speak,"  he  said,  "and  live?  The  armed 
strangers  whom  you  find  now  with  me  are  worthy 
companions  of  those  myriads,  whom  zeal  for  the  sui- 
fering  inhabitants  of  Palestine  has  brought  from  the 
western  extremity  of  Europe,  at  once  to  enjoy  the 
countenance  of  Alexius  Comnenus,  and  to  aid  him, 
since  it  pleases  him  to  accept  their  assistance,  in  ex- 
pelling the  Paynims  from  the  bounds  of  the  sacr«l 
empire,  and  garrison  those  regions  in  their  stead,  as 
vassals  of  his  Imperial  Majesty." 

"VVe  are  pleased,"  saidf  the  Empress,  "worthy 
Agelastes,  that  you  should  be  kind  to  those  who  are 
disposed  to  be  so  reverent  to  the  Emperor.  And  we 
are  rather  disposed  to  talk  with  them  ourselves,  that 
our  daughter  (whom  Apollo  hath  gifted  with  the 
choice  talent  of  recording  what  she  sees)  may  be- 
come acquainted  with  one  of  those  female  warriors 
of  the  West,  of  whom  we  have  heard  so  much  by 
common  fame,  and  yet  know  so  little  with  certainly." 
"Madam,"  said  the  Count,  "I  can  but  rudely 
express  to  you  what  I  have  to  find  fault  with  in  the 
explanation  which  this  old  man  hath  given  of  our 
purpose  in  coming  hither.  Certain  it  is,  we  neither 
owe  Alexius  fealty,  nor  had  we  the  purpose  of  paving 
him  any,  when  we  took  the  vow  upon  ourselves 
which  brought  us  against  Asia.  We  came,  because 
we  understood  that  the  Holy  Land  had  been  torn 
from  the  Greek  Kmperor  by  the  Pagans,  Saracens, 
Turks,  and  other  infidels,  from  whom  we  are  come  to 
win  it  back.  The  wisest  and  most  prudent  among 
us  have  judged  it  necessary  to  acknowledge  the  Em- 
peror's authority,  since  there  was  no  such  safe  way 
of  passing  to  the  discharge  of  our  vow,  as  that  of 
acknowledging  fealty  to  him,  as^  the  best  mode  of 
preventing  quarrels  among  Christian  states.  We, 
though  independent  of  any  eartWy  king,  do  not  pre- 
tend to  be  greater  men  than  they,  and  tlierefore  have 
condescended  to  pay  the  same  homage.'' 

The  Empress  coloured  several  dmes  with  indigna- 
tion in  the  course  of  this  speech,  which,  in  more  pas- 
sages than  one,  was  at  variance  with  those  imperial 
maxims  of  the  Grecian  court,  which  held  its  dignity 
so  high,  and  plainly  intimated  a  tone  of  opinion 
which  was  depreciating  to  the  Emperor's  power. 
But  the  Empress  Irene  had  received  instructions  from 
her  imperial  spouse  to  beware  how  she  gave,  or  even 
took,  any  ground  of  quarrel  with  the  crusaders,  who, 
though  coming  in  the  appearance  of  subjects,  were, 
nevertheless,  too  punctilious  and  ready  to  take  fire, 
to  render  them  safe  discussers  of  delicate  differences. 
She  made  a  graceful  reverence  accordingly,  as  if  she 
had  scarce  understood  what  the  Count  of  Paris  had 
explained  so  bluntly. 

At  this  moment  the  appearance  of  the  principal  per- 
sons on  either  hand  attracted,  in  a  wonderful  degree, 
the  attention  of  the  other  party,  and  there  seemed  to 
exist  among  them  a  general  desire  of  fiirther  acquaint- 
ance, and,  at  the  same  time,  a  manifest  difficulty  in 
expressing  such  a  wish. 

Agelastes— 10  begin  with  the  master  of  the  house— 
harl  risen  from  the  ground  indeed,  but  without  yen- 
tnring  to  assume  an  upright  po.sturc;  he  remained 
before  the  Imperial  ladies  with  his  body  and  head 
still  bent,  his  fiand  interposed  between  his  eye«»  and 
their  faces,  like  a  man  that  would  shade  his  eyesight 
from  the  level  sun,  and  awaited  in  silence  the  com- 
mands of  those  to  whom  he  £«emed  io  think  it  dis- 
respectful to  propose  the  slightest  action,  save  by 
testifying  in  general,  that  his  house  and  his  slaves 
were  at  their  unlimited  command.  The  Countess  of 
Paris,  on  the  other  hand,  and  her  warlike  husband 
were  the  peculiar  objects  of  curiosity  to  Irene,  and 
her  accomplished  daughter,  Anna  Comnena ;  and  it 
occurred  to  both  these  Imperial  ladies,  that  they  had 
never  seen  fin*'r  si>ecimens  of  human  strength  and 
beauty :  but,  by  a  natural  instinct,  they  preferred  the 
manly  bearing  of  the  husband  to  that  of  the  wife, 
which  seemed  to  her  own  sex  rather  too  haughty 
and  too  masculine  to  be  altogether  pleasing. 

Count  Robert  and  his  lady  had  also  their  own 
object  of  attention  in  the  newly  arrived  group,  and, 
to  speak  truth,  it  was  nothing  else  than  the  pecu- 
harities  of  the  monstrous  animal  which  they  now 
saw,  for  the  first  time,  employed  as  a  beast  of  biur- 
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den  in  the  service  of  the  fair  Irene  and  her  daughter. 
The  dignity  and  splendour  of  the  elder  Princess,  the 

grace  and  vivacity  of  the  younger,  were  alike  lost  in 
renhiJda's  earnest  inquines  into  the  history  of  the 
eleohant,  and  the  use  which  it  made  of  its  trunk, 
tuslu,  and  huge  ears,  upon  different  occasions. 

Another  person  who  took  a  less  direct  opportunity 
to  gaze  on  Brenhilda  with  a  deep  degree  of  interest, 
was  the  Caesar,  lyicephorus.  This  Prince  kept  his 
eye  as  steadily  upon  the  Prankish  Countess  as  he 
could  well  do,  without  attracting  the  attention,  and 
exdting  perhaps  the  suspicions,  of  his  wife  and 
mother-in-law ;  he  therefore  endeavoured  to  restore 
speech  to  an  interview  which  would  have  been 
awkward  without  it.  "  It  is  possible,"  he  said^  "beau- 
tiful Countess,  that  this  bemg  your  first  visit  to  the 
Queen  of  the  World,  you  have  never  hitherto  seen  the 
singularly  curious  animal  called  tl^e  elephant." 

Pardon  me,"  said  the  Countess,  I  have  been 
treated  by  this  learned  gentleman  to  a  sight,  and 
some  account  of  that  wonderful  creature." 

By  all  who  heard  this  observation,  the  Lad v  Bren- 
hUda  was  supposed  to  have  made  a  satirical  thrust  at 
the  philosopner  himself,  who,  in  the  imperial  court, 
usually  went  by  the  name  of  the  Elephant. 

"  No  one  could  describe  the  beast  more  accurately 
than  Agelastes^"  said  the  Princess,  with  a  smile  of 
intelligence,  which  went  round  her  attendants. 

*'  He  knows  its  docility,  its  sensibilitv,  and  itsfide- 
litv,"  said  the  philosopher  in  a  subdued  tone. 

True,  good  Agelastes,"  said  the  Princess;  "we 
should  not  criticise  the  animal  which  kneels  to  take 
us  up.— Come,  lady  of  a  foreign  land,"  she  continued, 
turning  to  the  Prank  Count,  and  especially  his  Count- 
ess— "  and  you  her  gallant  lord !  When  you  return 
to  your  native  country,  you  shall  say  you  have  seen 
the  Imperial  familv  partake  of  their  food,  and  in  so 
far  acknowledge  themselves  to  be  of  the  same  clay 
with  other  mortals,  sharing  their  poorest  wants,  and 
relieving  them  in  the  same  manner." 

"That,  gentle  lady,  I  can  well  believe,"  said  Count 
Robert ;  |  my  curiosity  would  be  more  indulged  by 
seeing  this  strange  animal  at  his  food." 

"  \  ou  will  see  the  elephant  more  conveniently  at 
his  mess  within  doors,"  answered  the  Princess,  look- 
ing at  Agelastes. 

^'Lady,"  said  Brenhilda,  "I  would  not  willingly 
refuse  an  invitation  given  in  courtesy,  but  the  sun  has 
waxed  low  unnoticed,  and  we  must  return  to  the 
citv." 

Be  not  afraid,"  said  the  fair  historian ;  "you shall 
have  the  advantage  of  our  Imperial  escort  to  protect 
you  in  your  return." 

"  Pear  ?— afraid  ?— escort  ?— protect  ?— These  are 
words  I  know  not.  Know,  lady,  that  my  husband, 
the  noble  Count  of  Paris,  is  my  sufficient  escort ;  and 
even  were  he  not  with  me,  Brenhilda  de  Aspramonte 
fears  nothing,  and  can  defend  herself." 

"  Fair  daughter,"  said  Agelastts,  "If  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  speak,  you  mistake  the  gracious  intentions 
of  the  Princess,  who  expresses  herself  as  to  a  lady  of 
her  own  land.  What  she  desires  is  to  learn  from  you 
some  of  the  most  marked  habits  and  manners  of  the 
Pranks,  of  which  you  are  bo  beautiful  an  example ; 
and  in  return  for  such  information  the  illustrious 
Princess  would  be  glad  to  procure  your  entrance  to 
those  spacious  collections,  where  animals  from  all 
corners  of  the  habitable  world  have  been  assembled 
at  the  command  of  our  Emperor  Alexius,  as  if  to 
satisfy  the  wisdom  of  those  sages  to  whom  all  cre- 
ation is  known,  from  the  deer  so  small  in  size  that  it 
is  exceeded  by  an  ordinary  rat,  to  that  huge  and  sin- 
gular inhabitant  of  Africa  that  can  browse  on  the  tops 
of  trees  that  are  forty  feet  high,  while  the  length  of 
its  hind  legs  does  not  exceed  the  half  of  that  won- 
drous height." 

"It  is  enough,"  said  the  Countess,  with  some 
eagerness:  but  Agelastes  had  got  a  point  of  discus- 
sion after  his  own  mind. 

"There  is  also,"  he  said,  that  huge  Uzard,  which, 
resembling  in  shape  the  harmless  inhabitant  of  the 
moors  of  other  countries,  is  in  Egypt  a  monster  thirty 
feet  in  length,  clothed  m  impenetrable  scales,  and 
moanuig  over  hia  prey  when  ne  catches  it,  with  the 


hope  and  purpose  of  drawing  others  within  lui 
danger,  by  mimicking  the  bunentations  of  hnnia> 
nity?' 

'*  Say  no  more,  father !"  exclaimed  the  lady.  **  My 
Robert  we  will  go— will  we  not,  where  soch  objecti 
are  to  be  seen  7" 

"  There  is  also,"  said  Agelastes,  who  saw  that  1m 
would  gain  his  point  by  addressing  himself  to  the 
curiosity  of  the  strangers.  "  the  huge  animal,  wearing 
on  its  back  an  invulnerable  vestment,  having  oa  in 
nose  a  horn,  and  sometimes  two,  the  folds  of  whose 
hide  are  of  the  most  immense  thickness^  and  wludi 
never  knight  was  able  to  wound." 

"  We  WTll  go,  Robert— will  we  not  T'  reiterated  the 
Countess. 

"Ay,"  replied  the  Count,  "andteacii  these  Eiil* 
ems  how  to  judge  of  a  knight's  sword,  by  a  siofle 
blow  of  my  trusty  Tranchefer." 

"And  who  knows,"  said  Brenhilda,  *'sinee  tins  is 
a  land  of  enchantment,  but  what  some  person,  who 
is  languishing  in  a  foreign  shape,  may  have  their 
enchantment  unexpectedly  dissolved  by  a  strokik 
the  good  weapon  T 

"Say  no  more,  father!"  exclaimed  the  Cool 
"  We  will  attend  this  Princess,  since  such  she  g^ 
were  her  whole  escort  bent  to  oppose  our  passtge. 
instead  of  being  by  her  oommana  to  be  oor  gam. 
Por  know,  all  who  hear  me,  thus  much  of  the  natnr 
of  the  Pranks,  that  when  you  tell  os  of  danger  aA 
difficulties,  you  give  us  the  same  desire  to  travel  ik 
road  where  they  lie,  as  other  men  hare  m  seekaa 
either  pleasure  or  profit  in  the  paths  in  whidi  sack 
are  to  be  found." 

As  the  Count  pronounced  these  words,  he  stnd 
his  hand  upon  his  Tranchcfer,  as  an  illastTatiao  tf 
the  manner  in  which  hepurposed  upon  occasioti  a 
make  good  his  way.  The  courtly  circle  stanfai 
somewhat  at  the  clash  of  steel,  and  the  fiery  faMi 
of  the  chivalrous  Count  Robert.  The  Empress  m- 
duJged  her  alarm  by  retreating  into  the  inner  span- 
men  t  of  the  pavilion. 

With  a  grace,  which  was  rarely  deigned  to  aov  is 
those  in  close  alliance  with  the  Impenal  famdy,  lam 
Comnena  took  the  arm  of  the  noble  Count  *I 
see,"  she  said,  "that  the  Imperial  Mother  haah^ 
noured  the  house  of  the  learned  Agelastes,  br  feadi^ 
the  way :  therefore,  to  teach  you  Grecian  Vrsedai 
must  fall  to  my  share.*'  Saying  this,  she  ooodada 
him  to  the  inner  apartment, 

"Pear  not  for  ycur  wife,"  she  said,  as  she  noooc 
the  Prank  look  round ;  "  our  husfoano,  like 
has  pleasure  in  showing  attention  to  the 
and  will  lead  the  Countess  to  our  boanL  It 
the  custom  of  the  Imperial  family  to  eat  in  oo 
with  strangers ;  but  we  thank  Heaven  for  hav^ 
instructed  us  in  that  civility,  which  can  know  m 
degradation  in  dispensing  with  ordinarj-  rules  ic  £ 
honour  to  strangers  of  such  merit  as  yonrs^  I  lofl* 
it  unll  be  my  mother's  request,  that  you  wtll  tiki 
your  places  without  ceremony:  and  also,  altboiip 
the  grace  be  somewhat  particular,  I  am  sure  thst. 
will  nave  my  Imperial  father's  uiprobation." 

"  Be  it  as  your  ladyship  listsJ'^said  Count  Robai 
"  There  are  tew  men  to  whom  1  would  jieid  placet 
the  board,  if  they  had  not  gone  before  me  m  ue  br- 
tle-ficld.  To  a  lady,  especially  so  fiur  a  one,  I  «i 
lingly  vield  mv  place^  and  bend  my  knee, 
have  the  good  hap  to  meet  her." 

The  Princess  Anna,  instead  of  feelinffL 

ward  in  the  dischar^  of  the  eztraoranary,  and,  a 
she  might  have  thou^t  it,  degrading  office  of  ashff 
iug  a  barbarian  chiefto  the  banquet,  lelt,  oo  tfav  ea» 
trarv,  flattered,  at  havii^  bent  to  her  tmipoae  a  Wmt 
so  obstinate  as  that  of  Count  Robert,  and  dated,  pi^ 
haps,  with  a  certain  degree  of  satisfied  ptide  «te 
under  his  momentary  protection. 

The  Empress  Irene  had  already  seated  htr^  t 
the  head  of  the  table.  She  looked  with  sutrK  «««» 
ishment,  when  her  daughter  and  son-m-iaw.  nkac 
their  seats  at  her  right  and  left  hand,  iav^  ii 
Count  and  Countess  of  Paris,  the  fomer  to 
the  latter  to  sit  at  the  board,  in  die  pli 
themselves ;  but  she  had  received  the 
I  from  her  husband  to  be  defisrential 
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0  the  strangera,  and  did  not  think  it  right,  therefore, 
9  inteipoae  any  ceremonious  scniplea. 

The  Countess  took  her  seat,  as  indicated,  beside 
be  Caesar ;  and  the  Count,  instead  of  reclining  in 
lie  mode  of  the  Grecian  men,  also  seated  himself  in 
be  European  fashion  by  the  princess. 

"  I  will  not  lie  prostrate,*'  said  he^  laughing,  "  ex- 
ept  in  consideration  of  a  blow  weighty  enough  to 
ompel  me  to  do  so ;  nor  then  either,  if  I  am  able  to 
tart  up  and  return  it." 

The  service  of  the  table  then  began,  and.  to  say 
ruth,  it  appeared  to  be  an  important  part  of  the  busi- 


of  the  day.  The  officers  who  attended  to  per- 
»mi  their  several  duties  of  deckers  of  the  table, 
ewers  of  the  banquet,  removers  and  tasters  to  the 
mperial  family,  throneed  into  the  banqueting  room, 
nd  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  calling  upon 
k^Iastcs  for  spices,  condiments,  sauces,  andwmes 
^fvarious  kinds,  the  variety  and  multiplicity  of  their 
lemands  being  apparently  devised,  ex  preponio^  for 
itirhng  the  patience  of  tne  philosopher.  But  Age- 
mates,  who  had  anticipated  most  or  their  requests, 
lowever  unusual,  supplied  them  completely,  or  in  the 
neatest  part,  by  the  ready  agency  of  his  active  slave 
/iogenes,  to  whom,  at  the  same  time,  he  contrived 
o  transfer  all  blame  for  the  absence  of  such  articles 
m  he  was  unable  to  provide. 

"  Be  Homer  my  witness,  the  accomplished  Virgil. 
ind  the  curious  felicity  of  Horace,  that,  trifling  and 
mworthyas  this  banquet  was,  my  note  of  directions 
o  this  thrice-unhappy  slave  gave  the  instructions  to 
nocure  every  ingredient  necessary  to  convey  to  each 
lish  its  proper  gusto.— Ill-omened  carrion  that  thou 
m,  wherefore  placedst  thou  the  pickled  cucumber  so 
ar  apart  from  the  boar's  head  1  and  why  are  these 
nperb  congers  unprovided  with  a  requisite  quantity 
»f  fennel  1  The  divorce  betwixt  the  shell-fish  and  the 
>hian  win&  in  a  presence  like  this,  is  worthy  of  the 
livorce  of  thine  own  soul  from  thy  body :  or,  to  say 
he  least,  of  a  life-long's  residence  m  the  Pistrinum. ' 
N\v\q  thus  the  philosopher  proceeded  with  threats, 
nirses,  and  menaces  against  nis  slave,  the  stranger 
night  have  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  litde 
orrent  of  his  domestic  eloquence,  which  the  man- 
lera  of  the  times  did  not  consider  as  ill-bred,  with 
he  louder  and  deeper  share  of  adulation  towards  his 
(ueatS;  They  mingled  like  the  oil  with  the  vinegar 
ind  pickles  which  Diogenes  mixed  for  the  sauce. 
niOB  the  Count  and  Countess  had  an  opportunity  to 
i9timate  the  happiness  and  the  felicity  reserved  for 
hose  slaves,  whom  the  onmipotent  Jupiter^  in  the 
ilenitude  of  compassion  for  their  state,  and  m  guer- 
lon  of  their  good  morals,  had  dedicated  to  the  ser- 
rice  of  a  phUosopher.  The  share  they  themselves 
ook  in  the  banquet,  was  finished  with  a  degree  of 
need  which  gave  surprise  not  only  to  their  host,  but 
iiflo  to  the  Imperial  guests. 

The  Count  helped  tiimself  carelessly  out  of  a  dish 
irhich  stood  near  him,  and  partaking  of  a  draught  of 
ime.  without  inquiring  whether  it  was  of  the  vintage 
which  the  Greeks  held  it  matter  of  conscience  to 
ningle  with  that  species  of  food,  he  declared  himself 
latisfied;  nor  coiud  the  obliging  entreaties  of  his 
leighbour,  Anna  Comnena,  induce  him  to  partake  of 
>ther  messes  represented  as  being  either  delicacies 
ir  curiosities.  His  qwuse  eat  still  more  moderately  of 
Jie  food  which  seemed  most  simply  cooked,  and 
itood  nearest  her  at  the  board,  and  partook  of  a  cup 
A  crystal  water,  which  she  slightly  tinged  with  wine. 
It  the  persevering  entreaty  of  the  Caesar..  They  then 
relinquished  the  farther  business  of  the  banquet,  and, 
leaning  back  upon  their  seats,  occupied  themselves 
31  watching  the  liberal  credit  done  to  the  feast  by  the 
rest  of  the  guests  present 

A  modern  synod  of  gourmands  would  hardly  have 
Bqnalled  the  Imperial  family  of  Greece  seated  at  a 
pmlosophical  banquet,  whether  in  the  critical  know- 
ledge displayed  of  the  science  of  eating  in  all  its 
branches,  or  in  the  practical  cost  and  patience  with 
which  they  exercised  it,  the  ladies,  indeed,  did  not 
eat  much  of  anv  one  dish,  but  they  tasted  of  almost 
all  that  were  presented  to  them,  and  their  name  was 
Legion.  Yet,  after  a  abort  time,  in  Homeric  phrase, 
the  rage  of  thirst  and  hunger  was  assuaged,  or,  more 


probably,  the  Princess  Anna  Comnena  was  tired  of 
being  an  object  of  some  inattention  to  the  guest  who 
sat  next  her,  and  who,  joining  his  high  military  cha- 
racter to  his  very  handsome  presence,  was  a  person 
by  whom  few  ladies  would  willingly  be  neglected. 
There  is  no>new  guis&  says  our  father  Chaucer,  but 
what  resembles  an  old  one:  and  the  address  of  Anna 
Comnena  to  the  Prankish  Count  might  resemble 
that  of  a  modem  lady  of  fashion,  in  her  attempts  to 
enga^  in  conversation  the  txquisiie.  who  sits  by  her 
side  m  an  apparently  absent  fit.  We  have  piped 
unto  you,"  said  the  Princess,  "and  you  have  not 
danced !  We  have  suns  to  you  the  jovial  chorus  of 
Exotj  evot,  and  you  will  nather  worship  Comus  nor 
Baccnus !  Are  we  then  to  judge  you  a  follower  of  the 
Muses,  in  whose  service,  as  well  as  in  that  of  Phoebus, 
we  ourselves  pretend  to  be  enlisted  1" 

"  Fair  lady,  replied  the  Frank,  "be  not  offended 
at  my  stating  once  for  all,  in  plain  terms,  that  I  am  a 
Christian  man,  spitting  at,  and  bidding  defiance  tu, 
Apollo,  Bacchus.  Comus,  and  all  other  heathen  dei- 
ties whatsoever. 

"  O !  cruel  interpretation  of  my  unwary  words !" 
said  the  Princess;  "I  did  but  mention  the  gods  of 
music,  poetry,  and  eloquence,  worshipped  by  our  di- 
vine pnilosopners,  and  whose  names  are  still  used  to 
distinguiah  the  arts  and  sciences  over  which  they 
presided— and  the  Count  interprets  it  seriously  into  a 
breach  of  the  second  commandment !  Our  Lady  pre- 
serve me,  we  must  take  care  how  we  speak,  wnen 
our  words  are  so  sharply  interpreted." 

The  Count  laughed  as  the  Princess  spoke.  "  I  had 
no  offensive  meaning,  madam,"  he  said,  "  nor  would 
I  wish  to  interpret  your  words  otherwise  than  as  be- 
ing most  innocent  and  praiseworthy.  I  shall  sup- 
pose that  your  speech  contained  all  that  was  fair  and 
blameless.  You  are,  I  have  understood,  one  of  those 
who,  like  our  worthy  host,  express  in  composition 
the  history  and  fcats  of  the  warlike  time  in  which 
3rou  live,  and  give  to  the  posterity  which  shall  succeed 
us,  the  knowledge  of  the  brave  deeds  which  have 
been  achieved  in  our  day.  I  respect  the  task  to  which 
you  have  dedicated  yourself^  and  know,  not  how  a 
lady  could  lay  after  ages  under  an  obligation  to  her  in 
the  same  degree,  unless,  like  my  wife,  Brenhilda,  she 
were  hersclTto  be  the  actress  of  deeds  which  she  re- 
corded. And,  by  the  way,  she  now  looks  towards 
her  neighbour  at  the  table,  as  if  she  were  about  to 
rise  i 
stani 
cannot  allow  her  to  go 

"That  you  shall  neither  of  you  do,"  said  Anna 
Comnena ;  "  since  we  all  go  to  the  capital  directly, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  those  wonders  of  na- 
ture, of  which  numerous  examples  have  been  col- 
lected by  the  splendour  of  my  Imperial  father.— If  my 
husband  seems  to  have  given  offence  to  the  Countess, 
do  not  suppose  that  it  was  intentionally  dealt  to  her ; 
on  the  contrary,  you  will  find  the  good  man,  when 
you  are  better  acquainted  with  him,  to  be  one  of  those 
simple  persons  who  manase  so  unhappily  what  they 
mean  for  civilities,  that  those  to  whom  they  are  ad- 
dressed receive  them  frequently  in  another  sense." 

The  Countess  of  Paris,  however,  refused  again  to 
sit  down  to  the  table  from  which  she  had  risen,  so 
that  Agelastes  and  his  Imperial  guests,  saw  them- 
selves under  the  necessity  either  to  permit  the  stran- 
gers to  dq>art,  which  they  seemed  unwilling  to  do,  or 
to  detain  them  by  force,  to  attempt  which  might  not 
perhaps  have  been  either  safe  or  pleasant ;  or,  lastly, 
to  have  waived  the  etiquette  of  rank,  and  set  out 
along  with  them,  at  the  same  time  managing  their 
dignity,  so  as  to  take  the  initiatory  step,  though  the 
departure  took  place  upon  the  motion  of  their  wilful 
guests.  Much  tumult  there  was— bustling,  disput- 
mg,  and  shouting— among  the  troops  and  officers 
who  were  thus  moved  from  tlieir  repast,  two  noun 
at  least  sooner  than  had  been  experienced  upon  simi- 
lar occasions  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  among 
them.  A  different  arrangement  of  the  Imperial  party 
likewise  seemed  to  take  place  by  mutual  consent. 

Nicephorus  Briennius  ascended  the  seat  upon  the 
elephant,  and  remained  there  placed  beside  his  august 
mother-in-law.    Agelaates,  on  a  sober-minded  pal- 
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frey,  which  pemiilled  him  to  prolong  his  pliilqsophi- 
cnf  naranpui?s  at  liis  own  ploasuro,  rodo  hi  s*i(lc  ilic 
Cuuntcsrs  i>rcnl»ili1fi,  wliuin  ju-  made  the  principal 
object  ofiii.s  nratory.  Tlic  fair  lii.^itorian.  tlioii.^h  she 
usually  trnvrlh.'d  in  a  liiler,  ]»n'ftrnd  upon  thia  otcu- 
sioii  a  .spiritrd  horsed,  which  en'ibU'd  her  to  k<-cp  pact- 
with  Ciiu:it  Ruhcrt  oi"  Pari^',  on  whos*,-  iinaj^iiiatioii, 
iJ"  not  his  ffolin^'.s,  she  swnicd  lo  havi;  it  in  vitw  to 
woil\  a  iiiaiki'd  imprcswon.  The  conversation  i;!' flic 
Empnss  wit.'i  her  son-in-law  retpiiri:-.-?  no  siuicial  de- 
tail. It  w.is  a  tif^Miu  i^rcriliiisnis  uiHin  the  manners 
and  behavionr  oi'lho  Franks,  and  a  hearty  wish  that 
they  niipht  be  soon  tiansported  from  the  rtalmsof 
CTreeee,  n«  vrr  more  to  rLliirn.  Such  was  at  least 
the  lone  ill'  the  Kmpnss,  nor  did  tin*  Cieijiar /in:l  it 
convenient  to  express  any  mttre  tolerant  opinion  (>f 
the  !jtranu«  rs.  On  the  other  han«l,  Ac<  lastes  made 
alonr?  ciroiiiT  ere  he  yentund  to  approai-h  thesubi(i.-t 
which  he  \visli(d  to  inirodiice.  He  .snoke  of  the  me- 
nagerie of  the  Emjitror  Dfj  a  most  siiiktI)  collection 
of  natural  history;  In*  extolled  dilltrreni  ptirsona  at 
eonrl  f«>r  h::vii:;4  uieoiirajicd  Alexius  Onnnenus  in 
this  wie^e  and  philosophical  amusement.  Jhit,  finally, 
the  praific  of  all  odu-rs  was  abandonml  that  the 
philos«>jilur  niisht  dwell  upon  that  of  J\iceph«)rus 
Brienmu;:,  to  wliom  ihe  cabinet  or  eollec.tion  of  C'on- 
stanlinop.li:  was  indebted,  he  said,  for  the  principal 
treasures  it  coniaiiuni. 

"I  am  ;;lad  it  is  so,''  said  the  lianRhty  Coiinti>«.^. 
without  lowerin*-c  her  voice  or  allectins  any  change 
of  mann«r ;  "1  am  ijlad  tliat  he  midijrsfamU  .■-'>nie 
thin;^s  bet nr  worth  understanding  than  whisp<  ring 
with  stranger  young  women.  Credit  me,  if  he  gives 
much  license  to  his  tongue  among  such  wom»;n  of 
my  country  as  these  stirring  times  niay  bring  hither, 
some  one  Or  other  of  tii<  ni  will  lling  him  into  the 
caiara<:t  which  dashes  Ulow." 

"  Pardon  me,  fair  lady,"  said  Agelastcs ;  "  no 
female  heart  could  meditate  an  action  so  atrneious 
aganisi  so  line  a  form  as  that  of  the  Caesar  JXictpho- 
ruH  Piriennius." 

"  Put  it  not  on  that  issue,  father,''  said  the  otlended 
Countess ;  "  for,  by  my  p.atroness  Saint,  our  Lady 
of  the  Ijroken  Lances,  had  it  not  bcfri  for  regard  to 
these  two  ladies,  who  seenufl  to  intend  some  n.-pect 
to  mv  husband  and  myself,  that  same  Xicephorus 
shoufd  have  been  as  perfecjily  a  Lord  of  the  Broken 
Bones  as  any  (.'{rsar  who  has  borne  the  title  since 
th'-  ureat  JuIims  !" 

The  philosopher,  upon  this  explicit  information, 
began  to  i.-ntertain  sojne  p<-rsonal  fear  for  himself, 
and  hastened,  by  diverting  the  conversation,  which 
he  did  with  una't  dexterity,  tr)  the  story  of  Hero  and 
Lnander,  to  put  the  'if  Iron  I  received  out  of  the  In  ad 
of  this  unscrupulous  Am;:7.oti. 

Mean  time,  Count  Robert  of  Paris  was  engros.sed, 
as  it  may  Ik*  termed,  by  the  inir  Amia  Comnena.  She 
spoke  on  all  subieets.  on  some  better,  doubth\<.s,  oth- 
ers w»)rse,  but  on  none  «lid  she  susi»ect  herself  of  ony 
deficicney;  while  the  good  Count  wished  heartily 
within  himself  that  his  companion  had  lH-«n  safely 
in  bed  with  the  enchanti;d  Princess  of /nliehium. 
She  iM-rformcd,  right  or  wrong,  the  part  of  a  pane- 
gyrist of  the  iVormans,  until  at  length  the  f!ount, 
tired  oi  hearing  In?r  ])rato  of  she  knew  not  exactly 
what,  broke  in  iis  follows  :~ 

"  Laily,"  he  .said,  "noiwithstaiuhng  I  and  my  fol- 
lowtTs  are  wjnu  'imes  so  named,  yet  wc  are  not'.Xor- 
inatis,  who  come  hither  as  a  numerous  and  .M.-parate 
body  of  pilgrims,  under  the  command  of  their  Duke 
Hol>ert,  a  valiant,  though  extravagant.  thouKhtless, 
and  weak  man.  I  say  nothing  against  the  lann;  of 
tliese  Normans.  They  conquen'd,  in  our  fathers' 
day,  a  kingdom  far  stronger  than  their  own,  which 
men  call  Kngjand  ;  I  s<:e  that  you  entertain  some  of 
the  natives  of  which  country  in  your  pay.  under  the 
name  of  Varangians.  Although  defeated,  as  I  said, 
by  the  Monnans,  ihev  are,  nevertheless,  a  brave 
race  :  nor  would  wc  tliink  nnrsi-lvcs  much  di:*hoii- 
ourcd  by  mixing  in  battle  wi'h  them.  Still  we  are 
th«r  valiant  J'>anks,  who  had  tlicir  dwelling  on  the 
eastern  banks  of  the  Rhine  and  of  the  Saalc,  wiio 
were  c*>nveitcd  to  the  Christian  faith  by  the  cele- 
bratfd  Clovis,  and  are  sufficient,  by  our  nimibers  and 


couragt'.  to  rcconqut-r  the  Holv  Land,  should  all  Eu- 
rope besid'-:-  stand  neutral  in  the  contest.' 

There  are  few  thiuirs  more  painfiil  lo   tle^  v:.;iiy 
of  a  P'.rson  like  the  Prin(es9,  than   the  b*  ini-  '!i" 
leetfKl  in  an  egrcdijiis  error,  at  the  nu»ment  s-'n-is 
taking  credit  to  herseil"  for  being  pecuharly  aa  uraii !'. 
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"A  false  slave,  who  knew  not  what  he  was  'r*,.:i2 
I  suppi)se,"  said  the  Princess,  "impof^ed  ui-i.n  m.  tn'- 
belief  that  the  Varangians  were  the  natur^il  (Mmu^ 
of  the  Normans.  1  see  him  marchmi:  th*  :■.  \)\  tie 
side  (tf  AchilksTatius,  the  kader  of  his  c-»ri-.— <"  -ili 
him  hither,  you  ofiictr.'- 1— Yonder  tall  man.  1  :..t::n. 
vviih  l]w  I'little  axe  upon  his  shoulder.'' 

HcTeward,  di.-linguished  by  his  post  at  i1j»- !.•  iJ /if 
J  he  .Siiijadron,  was  siinnnontd  from  iheticc  !|  ;3C 
pre.^'neeof  the  Princess,  where  he  iiiade  h^pmilit'irv 
oln.isanee  with  a  cast  of  siernntss  in  his  a>;-u".  a« 
bis  glance  lighted  upon  the  proud  look  oi  the  FrL:.^!.- 
man  who  roile  beside  Anna  Comnena. 

"Did  1  not  undi.rsfan<l  iluo,  fellow,'' said  Arm 
Comnena,  "  to  have  uiformed  me.  nearly  a  iiior.tb 
ago,  that  »he  >«ormaiis  and  tlu^  Franks  w^rt  liw 
same  people,  and  cuemiis  to  the  race  from  wiudi  wi 
sprii:;; '.'" 

'• 'i'h<.'  Xomians  are  our  mortal  r nimie?.  L;i' ..." 
answered  Hireward.  *'l.y  whom  we  were  linvci; 
lidjii  our  i.ative  land.  The  Franks  are  sub;  ct^of 
the  same  Lord-Paramount  with  the  Normui;?,  and 
then  fore  they  neither  love  the  Vara ngion.s  nur  a« 
beloved  by  them." 

"  Good  f<^llow,''  said  the  French  Count,  "  vpuA) 
the  Franks  wnMig,  and  ascribe  to  the  Varan-idM. 
although  not  unnaturally,  an  unduedegrrt  of  iiiiKii- 
a  nee,  when  you  suppose  that  a  race  which  ha-f  i  ».::!t<l 
to  exist  as  an  inue^xndent  nation  for  more  tliw  i 
generation,  can  be  eitlwr  an  object  of  intertst  iir  ^.^ 
sentnii  nt  to  such  as  we  are." 

"  I  an\  no  stranger,"'  said  the  Varangian,  ''  to  'iw 
pride  of  your  heart,  or  the  preetdcnee  wiiich  y.iu  as- 
sume over  those  who  have  betn  less  fortunate  in  viir 
than  yourselves.  It  i.s  Goti  who  casteih  down  and 
who  linildeth  up,  nor  is  there  in  the  world  a  proiifcl 
to  which  the  Varnngians  would  kiuk  forw aril  witb 
more  pleasure  than  tiiat  a  hundred  of  their  rm{:i!>er 
shouUl  meet  in  n  fair  tiehl,  either  with  the  opprefsirt 
.\ormans,  or  their  modern  eompatriols,  the  viin 
Freiu  hnien,  and  lei  God  be  the  Judge  which  is  niotf 
Worthy  of  victory." 

"  Vou  take  an  insolent  advantage  of  the  chanrt." 
said  the  Count  of  Paris,  '*  which  gives  you  ao  ufr 
looked-for  opportunity  to  brave  a  nobleman.'' 

"It  is  my  s^jrrow  and  shame,"  said  the  Varaa*  j 
gian,  "  that  tlipt  opportunity  is  not  complete;  Lii 
that  there  is  a  chain  around  iric  which  forbids  mf'st 
say,  Slay  me.  or  I'll  kill  the**  befuru  we  part  iiom 
this  spot !" 

'•  Why,  thou  foolish  and  hot-brained  churV"  ^ 
plied  the  Count,  "  what  right  hast  ihou  to  thclioo* 
our  of  dying  by  my  blade  7  Thou  art  mad,  or  hut 
drained  the  alc-cnp  so  deeply  that  thou  know'^t  not 
what  thou  thinkest  or  sayest." 

"  Thou  best !"  said  the' Varangian  ;  "  though  sudi 
a  reproach  be  the  utmost  scandal  of  ihyrace." 

The  Frenchman  motioned  his  hand  quicker  {ha 
light  to  his  sword,  but  instantly  withdrew  it,  ani 
said  with  dignity,  "  thou  canst  notofTend  me." 

"  But  thou,"  said  the  exile,  "  hast  ofiended  ine  ini 
matter  which  can  only  be  atoned  by  ihy  manhood.'' 

"Where  and  how?"  answered  the  Count;  "al* 
though  it  is  needless  to  ask  the  question,  which  ihoa 
canst  not  ansvier  rationally." 

"Thou  hast  this  day,"  ansvi-ered  the  Voranfao. 
"  put  a  mortal  affront  upon  a  great  prince,  vnom 
thy  master  culls  his  ally,  and  by  whom  ibou  hut 
be«n  received  with  ever>'  ri^ht  of  hospitality.  Hin 
thou  hast  afi'ronted  as  one  peasant  at  a  marv-roak- 
ing  would  do  sharnc  to  another,  and  tfaw  di^dionoiir 
thou  hast  done  to  him  in  the  very  fkce  of  his  o«o 
chiefs  and  princes,  and  the  Doblea  from  e\'ery  coon 
of  Europe.'  ^ 

"  it  was  thy  master's  part  to  resent  my  conducL 
said  the  Frenchman,  "  irin  reality  he  so  much  feUit 
as  an  affront." 
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**Bat  that,"  said  Hereward,  "did  not  conrist  with 
the  manners  of  his  country  to  do.  Besides  that,  we 
trusty  Varangians  esteem  ourselves  bound  by  our 
oath  as  much  to  defend  our  Emperor,  while  the  ser- 
vice lasts,  on  every  inch  of  his  honour,  as  on  every 
foot  of  his  territory ;  I  therefore  tell  thee,  Sir  Knight, 
Sir  Count,  or  whatever  thou  callest  thyself^  there  is 
mortal  quarrel  between  thee  and  the  Varangian 
S^ard,  ever  and  until  thou  hast  fought  it  out  in  fair 
and  manly  battle^  body  to  body,  with  one  of  the  said 
Imperial  Varangians,  when  duty  and  opportunity 
shall  permit  r— and  so  God  schaw  the  right !" 

As  this  passed  in  the  French  language,  the  mean- 
ing escaped  the  understanding  of  such  Imoerialists 
as  were  within  hearing  at  the  time;  and  the  Prin- 
cess, who  waited  with  some  astonmhment  till  the 
Crusader  and  the  Varangian  had  finished  their  con- 
ference, when  it  was  over,  said  to  him  with  interest, 
*'I  trust  you  feel  that  poor 'man's  situation  to  be  too 
much  at  a  distance  from  your  own,  to  admit  of  yoar 
meeting  him  in  what  is  termed  knightly  battle  1" 

"  On  such  a  question."  said  the  knight,  "  I  have 
but  one  answer  to  any  lady  who  does  not,  like  my 
Brenhilda,  cover  herself  with  a  shield,  and  bear  a- 
8 word  by  her  side,  and  the  heart  of  a  knight  in  her 
bosom." 

"  And  suppose  for  once,"  said  the  Princess  Anna 
Gomnena,  that  I  possessed  such  titles  to  your  con- 
fidence, what  would  your  answer  be  to  me  V 

"There  can  be  little  reason  for  concealing  it," 
said  the  Count  "  The  Varangian  is  a  brave  man,  and 
a  strong  one;  it  is  contrary  to  my  vow  to  shun  his 
challenge,  and  perhaps  I  shall  derogate  from  my 
rank  by  accepting  it ;  but  the  world  is  wide,  and  he 
is  yet  to  be  bom  who  has  seen  Robert  of  Paris  shun 
the  face  of  mortal  man.  By  means  of  some  gallant 
officer  among  the  Emperor's  guarde^  this  poor  fellow, 
who  nourishes  so  strange  an  ambition,  shall  learn 
that  he  shall  have  his  wish  gratified." 

"  And  then  V said  Anna  Comnena. 

"Why,  then"  said  the  Count,  "in  the  poor  man's 
own  language,  God  schaw  the  ri$ht !" 

"Which  is  to  say,"  said  the  Princess,  "  that  if  mv 
father  has  an  officer  of  his  guards  honourable  enough 
to  forward  so  pious  and  reasonable  a  purpose,  the 
Emperor  must  lose  an  ally,  in  whose  faith  he  puts 
conndence,  or  a  most  trusty  and  faithfiil  soldier  of  his 
personal  guard,  who  has  distinguished  himself  upon 
many  occasions  ?" 

"I am  happv  to  hear,"  said  the  Count,  "that  the 
man  bears  such  a  character.  In  truth,  his  ambition 
ought  to  have  some  foundation.  The  more  I  think 
of  It,  the  rather  am  I  of  opinion  that  there  is  some- 
thing generous,  rather  than  derogatory,  in  giving  to 
^e  poor  exile,  whose  thoughts  are  so  high  and  noble, 
those  privileges  of  a  man  of  rank,  which  some  who 
were  bora  in  such  lofty  station  are  too  cowardly  to 
avail  themselves  of.  Yet  despond  not,  noble  Prin- 
cess ;  the  challenge  is  not  yet  accepted  of,  and  if  U 
was,  the  issue  is  m  the  hand  of  God.  As  for  me, 
whose  trade  is  war,  the  sense  that  I  have  something 
so  serious  to  transact  with  this  resolute  man.  nviU 
kee^  me  from  other  less  honourable  quarrels,  in 
which  a  lack  of  occupation  might  be  apt  to  involve 
me." 

The  Princess  made  no  farther  observation,  bcnng 
resolved,  by  private  remonstrance  to  Achilles  Tatius, 
to  engage  him  to  prevent  a  meeting  which  might 
be  fatal  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  two  brave  men. 
The  town  now  darkened  before  them,  sparkling,  at 
the  same  time;  through  its  obscurity,  bv  the  many 
lights  which  illuminated  the  houses  of  the  citizens. 
The  royal  cavalcade  held  their  way  to  the  Golden 
Gate,  where  the  trusty  centurion  put  his  guard  under 
arms  to  receive  them. 

"We  must  now  break  oi^  fair  ladies,"  said  the 
Count,  as  the  party,  having  now  dismounted,  were 
standing,  together  at  the  private  gate  of  the  Blac- 
quernaTPalace,  "  and  find  as  we  can,  the  lodgings 
which  we  occupied  last  night" 

"  Under  your  favour,  no,"  said  the  Empress.  You 
must  be  content  to  take  your  supper  and  rraiose  in 
quarters  more  fitting  your  rank ;  and,"  added  Irene, 
"  with  no  less  quartermaster  than  one  of  the  Impe- 


rial family  who  has  been  your  travelling  compa* 
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This  the  Count  heard,  with  considerable  inclina- 
tion to  accept  the  hospitality  which  was  so  readily 
offered.  Altnongh  as  devoted  as  a  man  could  weU 
be  to  the  charms  of  his  BrenhildtL  the  very  idea 
never  having  entered  his  head  of  preferring  another's 
beauty  to  hers,  yet  nevertheless,^  he  had  naturally 
felt  himself  flattered  by  the  attentions  of  a  woman  of 
eminent  beauty  and  very  high  rank :  and  the  praises 
with  which  the  Princess  had  loaded  him,  had  not 
entirely  fallen  to  the  ground.  He  was  no  longer  in 
the  humour  in  which  the  morning  had  found  him. 
disposed  to  outrage  the  feeUngs  of  the  Emperor,  and 
to  insult  his  digmty :  but  flattered  by  the  adroit  syco- 
phancy which  the  old  philosopher  had  learned  from 
the  schools,  and  the  beautiful  Princess  had  been 
gutted  with  by  nature,  he  assented  to  the  Empresses 
proposal ;  the  more  readily,  perhsps,  that  the  dark- 
ness did  not  permit  him  to  see  that  there  was  dis- 
tinctly a  shade  of  displeasure  on  the  brow  of  Bren- 
hilda. Whatever  the  cause,  she  cared  not  to  express 
it,  and  the  married  pair  had  just  entered  that  laby- 
rinth of  passages  through  which  Hereward  had  for- 
merly wanderra,  when  a  chamberlain,  and  a  female 
attendant,  richly  dressed,  bent  the  knee  before  them, 
and  ofiered  them  the  means  and  place  to  adjust  their 
attire,  ere  they  entered  the  Imperial  presence.  Bren- 
hilda looked  upon  her  apparel  and  arms,  spotted 
with  the  blood  of  the  insolent  Scythian,  and,  Ama- 
zon as  she  was,  felt  the  shame  of  being  carelessly 
and  improperly  dressed.    The  arms  of  the  knight 


ance, 

of  assisting  to  unarm  and  to  attire  me." 

"  Now,  God  be  praised,"  thought  the  (Srecian  lady 
of  the  bedchamber,  "  that  I  am  not  called  to  a  toilet 
where  smith's  hammers  and  tongs  are  like  to  be  the 
instruments  most  in  request !" 

"Tell  Marcian.  my  armourer,"  said  the  Count, 
"  to  attend  with  the  silver  and  blue  suit  of  plate  and 
mail  which  I  won  in  a  wager  from  the  Count  of 
Tholouse,"* 

"  Might  I  not  have  the  honour  of  adjusting  your 
armour,"  said  a  splendidly  drest  courtier^  with  some 
marks  of  the  armourer's  profession,  "smce  I  have 
put  on  that  of  the  Emperor  himself  ?— may  his  name 
be  sacred !" 

"  And  how  many  rivets  hast  thou  clenched  upon 
the  occasion  with  this  hand,"  said  the  Count,  catch- 
ing hold  of  it,  "  which  looks  as  if  it  had  never  been 
washed,  save  with  milk  of  roses,— and  with  this 
childish  tovl"  pointing  to  a  hammer,  with  ivory  hafr 
and  silver  heao,  which,  stuck  into  a  milk-white  kid- 
slun  apron,  the  official  wore  as  badges  of  his  duty. 
The  armourer  fell  back  in  some  confiision.  "  His 
grasp,"  he  said  to  another  domestic,  "is  like  the 
seizureof  a  vice!" 

While  this  little  scene  passed  apart,  the  Empress 
Irene,  her  daughter,  and  her  son-in-law,  left  the  com- 
panv,  under  pretence  of  making  a  necessary  change 
m  their  apparel.  Immediately  after,  Agelastes  was 
required  to  attend  the  Emperor,  and  the  stran^rs 
were  conducted  to  two  a<ijacent  chambere  of  retire- 
ment, splendidlv  fitted  up,  and  placed  for  the  present 
at  their  disposal,  and  that  of  their  attendants.  There 
we  shall  for  a  time  leave  them,  assuming,  with  the 
assistance  of  their  own  attenciants,  a  dress  which 
their  ideas  regard  as  most  fit  for  a  great  occasion ; 
those  of  the  Grecian  court  vrilhngly  keeping  apart 
from  a  task  which  they  held  nearly  as  formidable  as 
assisting  at  the  lair  of  a  royal  tiger  or  his  bride. 

Agelastes  found  the  Emperor  sedulously  arranging 
his  most  splendid  court-dress ;  for,  as  m  the  court  cX 
Pekin,  the  change  of  cereqaonial  attire  was  a  great 
part  of  the  rituafobserved  at  Constantinople. 

"Tliou  hast  done  well,  wise  Agelastes,"  said  Alex- 

*  Raymond  Count  of  ThotouM  aod  SL  Giles,  Dnke  of  Car- 
boune,  and  Marquii  of  ProTonee,  an  agod  warrior  who  had 
won  hifh  dutinetiooa  in  ttaa  eonteata  agaiott  ttie  SuaooiM  in 
Spain,  was  Ute  chief  leader  of  Uie  Cmolden  ftom  the  South  of 
Prance.  Hia  title  of  Sl  Oilea  it  corrupted  by  Anna  Corooena 
into  Sanftles,  by  which  name  fhe  eonatantly  mentioned  him  ia 
the  Aloxiad. 
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iu8  to  the  philosopher,  as  he  opproaclKHl  with  abun- 
dance of  prostrations  and  KeniilUxions— "Thou  liast 
done  well,  and  wc  are  eontt.>nt  with  thee.  Lors  than 
thy  wit  and  ad(lres8  nuist  have  failed  in  separating 
from  iheir  company  tliis  tanieh^ss  bull,  and  unyoked 
heifer,  over  whom,  if  we  obtain  influence,  we  shall 
command,  by  every  account,  no  small  interest  amon^ 
thos^!  who  estei'm  ihcm  thebrnvcKt  in  the  host.'' 

^'  My  hunil)le  undrrstandinp,"  said  Agelnsres,  "  had 
bet^n  infinitely  inferior  to  the  mann^enient  of  j?o  pru- 
dent and  sa^^acious  a  scheme^  had  it  not  been  i^haped 
forth  and  su^crcsted  by  the  iinmitablo  wisdom  of  your 
most  RBored  lini)erial  Highness.'' 

"We  are  aware,"  .said  Alexius,  "that  ^ye  had  the 
merit  of  blockini;  ft>rth  the  .sciicme  of  detniiiing  these 
persons,  either  by  their  choice  as  allies,  or  by  main 
force  as  hostages.  Their  iVieiids,  ere  yet  they  have 
missetl  them,  will  be  en^aginl  in  war  with  the  Turks, 
and  at  no  liberty,  if  the  duvil  should  su^gcnit  such  an 
undertaking,  to  take  arms  against  ihi;  snc.rcd  empire. 
Thus,  Agelaste.^),  we  shall  obtain  ho8t;iges  at  Urast  as 
important  ancl  as  valuable  as  that  Count  of  Verinnn- 
dois,  whose  liberty  the  I nimendous  Godfrey  of  l^juil- 
lon  extorted  from  us  by  threats  of  instant  war." 

"Pardon,"  r>nid  Agelastes,  "if  I  add  another  rea- 
son to  tliose  which  of  th(!mselves  so  liappily  support 
vour  august  resolution.  It  is  piissible  that  we  may, 
by  observing  the  greatest  caution  and  courti^sy  ti>- 
wards  these  strangers,  win  them  in  good  earnest  to 
our  side." 

"I  conceive  yon,  I  conceive  you"— said  the  Kmne- 
ror;  "and  this  very  nii?ht  1  will  exhibit  myself  to  this 
Count  and  his  lady  in  ilie  royal  presence  chamber,  in 
the  richest  robes  which  our  wanlrobe  can  funiish. 
The  lions  of  Solomon  shall  roar,  the  golden  tree  of 
Comneniis  shall  display  its  wonders,  and  the  feeble 
eves  of  these  Franks  shall  be  altogether  dazzled  by 
tnc  snli^ndour  of  the  enipire.  These  spectacles  can- 
not but  sink  into  their  minds,  and  dispose  them  to 
l)ecome  the  allies  tmd  servants  of  a  nation  so  much 
more  powerful,  skilful,  and  wealthy  than  tiieir  own.— 
Thou  hast  something  to  say,  Agelastes.  Years  and 
long  study  have  made  thee  wise;  though  we  have 
given  our  opinion,  tiuiu  mayst  .<)peak  thine  own  and 
live." 

Thrice  three  times  did  .Agelastes  press  his  brow 
against  the  hem  of  the  Kmperor's  garment,  and  great 
seemed  his  anxiety  to  fmd  such  words  ns  might  inti- 
mate his  dissfiit  from  his  sovereign,  yet  save  him 
from  the  informality  of  contradicting  him  expn'ssly. 

"Thes<^  t-acred  words,  in  which  your  sacred  High- 
ness has  ultereil  your  most  just  and  accurate  opin- 
ions, arc  undeniable,  and  hicapable  of  contradiction, 
were  any  vain  (.'nough  to  attempt  to  impuirn  them. 
Nevertheless,  be  it  lawful  to  say,  that  men  frhow  the 
wisest  arguments  in  vain  to  th(>se  who  do  not  under- 
stand reason,  Just  as  you  would  in  vain  exhibit  a 
curious  piece  «>fhmning  to  the  bUnd,  or  endeavour  to 
bribe,  as  scrii)ture  saitn,  a  sow  by  the  otlir  of  a  pre- 
cious stone.  The  fault  is  not,  in  such  case,  in  the 
accuracy  of  your  sacred  reasonin:;,  but  in  theobtuse- 
ness  and  pcrvcrseness  of  the  barbarians  to  whom  it 
is  applied. 

"Speak  more  plainly,"  said  the  Kmperor:  "how 
often  must  wo  tell  thee,  that  in  case:^  in  which  wc 
really  want  counsel,  we  know  we  nmst  be  contented 
to  sacrifice  ceremony  7*' 

"Then,  in  plain  words,"  said  Agelastes,  "these 
European  barbarians  are  like  no  others  under  the 
copo  of  the  universe,  either  on  the  things  on  which 
they  look  with  desire,  or  on  those  which  they  consi- 
der as  discouraging.  The  treasures  of  this  noble  em- 
pire, 80  far  as  they  affected  their  wishes,  would  merely 
inspire  them  with  the  desire  to  go  to  war  with  a  na- 
tion posst\ssed  of  so  nmch  wealth,  and  who,  in  their 
self-conceited  estimation,  were  less  able  to  defend, 
than  they  themstlyes  are  itowerful  to  assail.  Of  such 
a  description,  for  instance,  is  Bohemond  of  Taren- 
tum,  — and  such  a  one  is  many  a  crusader  less  able 
and  sagacious  than  he;— fori  think,  I  need  not  tell 
your  Impcrinl  Divinity,  that  he  holds  his  own  self- 
interest  to  |)e  the  devoted  guide  of  his  whole  conduct 
through  this  extraordinary  war;  and  that,  therefore, 
you  can  justly  calculate  his  course,  when  once  you 


are  aware  from  which  point  of  the  compass  the  wind 
of  avarice  and  self-interest  breathes  with  respect  to 
him.  Kut  there  are  spirits  among  the  Franks  of  a 
very  different  nature,  nnd  who  nmst  be  acted  upon 
by  very  different  motives,  if  wc  would  make  ourselvrs 
masl(;rs  of  their  actions,  antl  the  principles  by  uhich 
they  are  goveme<l.  If  it  were  lawful  to  do  so,  1  wosild 
rwiuest  vour  Majesty  to  look  at  the  manner  by  whuii 
un  artful  juggler  «»f  your  court  achieves  his  i!npo?iii"n 
upon  the  eves  of  siw/ctators,  yet  het.dfully  di.-;i;u'>rs 
the  means  by  which  ho  attains  his  object.  This  p<  o- 
plo— I  mean  the  more  h)fiy-mind(Hi  of  these  rrusa«l<rf-, 
who  act  up  to  the  nreteiiciNS  iif  tlie  docthn.-  uhiili 
lliey  call  «:hivalrT— ucsfiise  the  thirst  of  gold,  and  ^^•I'.1 
itself,  unless  to  hilt  their  swords,  or  t(»  furnish  li-itli 
some  necessary  expenses,  a.s  alike  u^i^•llss  and  ciin- 
temiuible.  Tiie  man  wiio  can  be  nioveil  by  tite  tlui.^t 
of  gain,  they  contemn,  scorn,  and  despise,  and  'luiii 
him,  in  the  meanness  of  his  objects,^ to  the  mo>!  ( -.1- 
tr>'  serf  that  ever  followed  the  plougn,  or  wu:ld«  -i  ti:p 
siiade.  On  the  other  hand,  it  it  hap|.>en^i  that  lii^y 
actually  net^l  gold,  they  are  sufficiently  uncerenn'::!- 
ous  in  taking  it  where  they  can  most  easily  r:i:(l  it. 
Thus,  they  are  neither  easily  to  be  bribtil  l»y  l-  v.u.:; 
them  sums  of  gold,  nor  to  be  starved  into  coin;<ii:ii:ii- 
by  withholding  what  chance  may  ri  M<irr  im  c--ijry 
for  them.  Jii  the  one  case,  they  set  no  v«h;i:  iii'm:i 
the  gift  of  a  little  paltry  yellow  dross ;  on  the  otUa. 
they  are  accustomed  to  tiike  what  they  want." 

"Yellow  dross!"  interrupted  AIe\iu.«.     "Do  il:ov 

call  that  noble  metal,  oiually  rc-spccried  by  Rouiun 

and  barbarian,  by  rich  and  jxior.  Uy  great  aiul  nuuti, 

by  churchmen  an<l  laymen,  which  all  niankind  un: 

fighting  for,  plotting  for,  planning  for,  intriguing  for, 

and  damning  thems(?lves  for,  both  soul  and  liody-  )>/ 

the  opprobrious  name  of  yellow  dross  ?    They  an* 

mad,  Agelastes,  utterly  mad.    Perils  and  rianprs. 

IH'uaities  and  strourges,  are  the  only  urguni^.nis  t.) 

which  men  wh(>  arc  above  the  universfd  inrtii'iKe 

whi«;h  moves  all  others,  can  possibly  be  acccsshlr." 

"iS'or  are  they,"  said  Agelastes,  "more  acciT-jsil'lf 

'  to  fear  than  thev  are  to  self-interest.    Tliey  are  iii- 

I  dc-ed,  from  their  lioyhood,  brpught  up  to  scorn  tli '«• 

i  passions  which  infiuence  ordinary  minds,  wlutlur  bv 

I  means  of  avarice  to  impel,  or  ot  fear  to  hold  back. 

'■  i!>o  nuich  is  this  the,  case,  that  what  is  entiunu  u 

other  men,  nuist,  to  interest  them,  have  the  piqiiaiit 

sauce  of  extreme  danger.    I  told,  for  instance,  to  this 

,  very  hero,  a  legend  of  a  Princess  of  Ziilichiiim.  who 

lay  on  an  enchanted  couch,  beanrifid  ns  an  hu^i.'. 

awaiting  the  chosen  knight  who  should,  by  disff  'Jin:: 

her  enchanle<l  slumbers^Df-comc  master  of  her  pir>oii. 

of  her  kingdom  of  /iilicliium,  and  of  her  count Ic^s 

treasures:  and,  would  your  Inmerial  Majesty  bt!.o\c 

mp,  I  could  scarce  get  the  gallant  to  attend  tu  ntv 

legend,  or  take  any  interest  in  the  adventure,  till  I 

assured  him  he  would  have  to  encounter  a  winged 

dragon,  compared  to  which  the  lai^'st  of  those  in  thi 

Frank  romances  was  but  like  a  mere  dmgon-fiy  .'" 

"  And  did  this  move  the  gallant '?"  said  the  Em- 
peror. 

"  So  nmch  so."  replied  the  philosopher.  "  that  bad 
I  not  unfortunately,  by  the  earnestness  of  my  descrip- 
tion, awakened  the  jealousy  of  his  Penthesilca  of  a 
Countess,  he  had  forgotten  the  Crusade  and  alt  V-e- 
longing  to  it,  to  go  in  quest  of  Zulichuim  and  its  slum- 
benng  sovereign." 

"  Nay,  then,"  said  the  Emperor,  "  we  have  in  oiir 
empire  (make  us  sensible  of  the  advantage !)  innu- 
merable talc- tellers  who  arc  not  possessed  in  tlte 
slightest  degree  of  that  noble  acorn  of  gold  which  a 
proper  to  the  Franks,  but  shall,  for  a  brace  of  besaotiL 
lie  with  the  devil,  and  beat  him  to  boot,  if  in  tJiat 
manner  we  can  gain,  as  mariners  say,  the  wcathcr- 
gage  of  the  Franks." 

"  Discretion,"  said  Agelastes,/*  is  in  the  higheittdt^ 
gree  necessary.  Simply  to  lie  is  no  very  great  mat- 
ter ;  it  is  merdy  a  departure  from  the  truth,  vhicli  is 
little  diflercnt  from  missing  a  mark  at  archery,  where 
the  whole  horizon,  ono  point  alone  excepted.  «iil 
alike  serve  the  shooters  purpose;  but  to  move  tliH 
Frank  as  is  desired,  requires  a  perfect  knowledge  ot 
his  temper  and  dis|Misition,  Kieat  caution  and  pn- 
seiice  of  mind,  and  the  most  versatile  leadinesd  in 
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chansinff  from  one  subject  to  another.  Had  I  not 
myself  been  somewhat  alert,  I  niij^ht  have  paid  the 
penalty  of  a  false  step  in  your  Majesty's  service,  liy 
being  titineinto  my  own  cascade  by  the  virago  whom 
I  offended." 

"  A  perfect  Thalestris !"  said  the  Emperor ;  "  I  sliall 
take  care  what  otTence  I  pive  her." 

"If  I  miffhl  speak  and  livi;,''  said  Apelastes,  "the 
Cxsar  Nicephorus  Bricnnius  had  best  lulupt  tlie  same 
precaution.'' 

"Nicephorus,"  said  the  Emperor,  "must  settle  that 
with  our  daugfiter.  I  have  ever  told  her  that  she 
gives  him  too  much  of  that  history,  of  which  a  page 
or  two  is  sulficiently  rcfreshinc;  but  bv  our  own  self 
we  must  swear  it.  Agelastcs,  that,  ni^ht  after  ni^ht, 
htnirini;  nothing  else,  would  subdue  the  patience  of  a 
saint ! — Forget,  j;ooa  Agelaates,  that  thou  hast  heard 
me  say  such  a  thing— more  especially  remember  it 
nut  when  thou  art  in  presence  of  our  Imperial  wife 
and  daughter." 

''  Xor  were  the  freedoms  taken  by  the  Ca3sar  be- 
yond the  boimds  of  an  innocent  gallantry,"  said 
Agelastes;  "but  the  Countess,  i  must  needs  say,  is 
dangerous.  She  killed  this  day  the  Scythian  Toxar- 
tiA  bv  what  seemed  a  mere  fillip  on  the  head." 

'•Hah!"  said  the  Emperor;  "I  know  that  Tox- 
artii»,  and  ho  was  like  rnough  to  deserve  his  death, 
being  a  bold  unscrupulous  marauder.  Take  notes, 
however,  how  it  hap))ened,  the*  names  of  witnesses, 
&c.,  that,  if  necessary,  we  may  exhibit  the  fact  as  a 
deed  of  aggression  on  the  part  of  the  Count  and 
Coimtcss  of  Paris,  to  the  assembly  of  the  cru- 
saders." 

"  I  trust,"  said  Agelastes,  "  your  Imperial  Majesty 
will  not  easily  resign  the  golden  opportunity  of  gain- 
ing to  your  standard  persons  whose  character  stands 
so  very  high  in  chivalry.  It  would  cost  you  but  httle 
to  bestow  u;x>n  them  a  Grecian  island,  worth  a  hun- 
dred of  their  own  paltry  lordship  of  Paris;  and  if  it 
were  pven  under  tlie  condition  of  their  expelling  the 
infidels  or  the  (hsaffected  who  may  have  obtained  the 
temoorary  possession,  it  would  be  so  much  the  more 
likely  to  be  an  acceptable  oflTer.  I  need  not  say  that 
the  whole  knowledge,  wisdom,  and  skill  of  the  poor 
Agelastes  is  at  your  Imperial  Majesty's  disposal." 

The  Emperor  paused  for  a  motnent,  and  then  said, 
as  if  on  full  consideration,  "  Worthy  Agelastes,  I  dare  1 
trust  thee  in  thw  difficult  and  somewhat  dangerous 
matter ;  but  I  will  keep  my  pun>ose  of  exhibitmg  to 
them  the  lions  of  Solomon,  and  the  golden  tree  of 
our  Imperial  house." 

"  To  that  there  can  be  no  objection,"  returned  the 
philosoplicr:  " only  remember  to  exhibit  few  guards, 
for  these  Franks  arc  hke  a  fierv  horse:  when  in  i 
temper  he  may  be  ridden  with  a  silk  thrcaa.  but  when  ! 
he  has  taken  umbrage  or  susjticion,  as  tliey  would  ; 
likely  do  if  they  saw  many  armed  men,  a  steel  bridle  ■ 
would  not  restrain  him.*'  j 

"I  will  Ihj  cautious,"  said  the  Kmperor,  "in  that, 
particular,  as  well  as  others.— Sountl  the  silver  bell, 
Agelastes,  that  the  officers  of  our  wardrobe  may  at- 
tend." 

"One  single  word,  while  your  highness  is  alone," 
said  Agelastes.  "  Will  your  Imperial  Majesty  transfer 
to  me  the  direction  of  your  menagerie,  or  collection 
of  extraordinary  creatures?" 

'*  You  make  me  wonder,"  said  the  Emperor,  taking 
a  signet,  bearing  upon  it  a  lion,  with  the  legend, 
Vtcii  Leo  ex  tribuJudtc.  "  This,"  he  said,  "  will  give 
thee  the  command  of  our  dons.  And  now,  be  candid 
for  once  with  thy  master— for  dectjpiion  is  thy  nature 
even  with  me— By  what  charm  wilt  thou  subdue 
these  untamed  savages  V 

"By  the  power  of  falsehood,"  replied  Agelastes, 
with  deep  reverence. 

"I  believe  thee  an  adept  in  it,"  said  the  Emperor. 
"And  to  which  of  their  foibles  wilt  thou  address 
iir 

"To  their  love  of  fame,"  said  the  philosopher ;  and 
retreated  backwards  out  of  the  royal  apartment,  as 
the  officers  of  the  wardrobe  entered  to  complete  the 
investmeot  of  the  Emperor  in  his  Imperial  habili- 
mentc 
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I  will  convimw  with  Ironwitted  fon\n, 
And  unrefi)wctivc  boy* ;  none  am  for  roe, 
That  look  into  me  with  cunaidurate  oyes;— 
High-reaching  Buckingham  gpiws  circumspect 

RiehaTd  111. 

As  they  parted  from  eoch  otlier,  the  Emperor  and 
phUosopher  had  each  their  own  anxious  thoughts  on 
the  interview  which  had  passed  between  them; 
thoughts  which  they  expressed  in  broken  sentences 
and  ejaculations,  though  for  the  better  understand- 
ing of  the  degrees  of  estimation  in  wliich  they  held 
each  other,  wo  will  give  them  a  more  regular  and 
intelligible  form. 

"Thus,  then,"  half  muttered  half  said  Alexius,  but 
so  low  as  to  hide  his  meaning  from  tlie  oflieers  of 
the  warilrolic,  who  entercil  to  do  their  ofBee,— "  thus, 
then,  this  bookworm— this  remnant  of  old  heathen 
philosophy,  who  hardly  believes,  so  God  save  me, 
the  truth  of  the  Christian  creed,  has  topp'd  his  part 
so  well  that  he  forces  his  Eininrror  to  diHsemble  in 
his  presence.  Beginning  by  bein^  the  bulFoon  of  the 
court,  ho  has  wormed  liimself  into  all  its  secrets, 
made  himself  master  of  all  its  intrigues,  conspirea 
with  my  own  son-in-law  against  me,  debauched  my 
guards,-- indeeil  so  woven  hi.s  web  of  ileceit,  that  my 
life  is  safe  no  longer  than  he  believes  me  the  Imperifiu 
dolt  which  I  have  affected  to  seem,  in  order  to  de- 
ceive him ;  fortunate  that  even  so  I  can  escape  his 
cautionary  anticipation  of  my  displeasure,  by  avoid- 
ing to  precipitate  his  measurea  of  violence.  But 
were  this  sudden  storm  of  the  crusiule  fairly  passed 
over,  the  ungrateful  Ciesar,  the  boastful  coward 
Achilles  Tatius,  and  the  bosom  serpent  Agelastes, 
shall  know  whether  Alexius  Coninenus  has  been 
born  their  dupe.  When  GrL<?k  ine<:t8  Greek-  comes 
the  strife  of  subtlety,  as  well  as  the  tug  of  war." 
Thus  saying,  he  resigned  himself  to  the  officers  of 
his  wardrobe,  who  proceeded  to  ornament  him  as 
the  solemnity  required. 

"  I  trust  hiin  not,"  said  Agelastes,  the  meaning  of 
whose  gestures  and  exclamations,  we,  in  like  man- 
ner, render  into  a  connected  meaning.  "  I  cannot, 
and  do  not  trust  him— he  somewhat  overacts  his 
part.  He  has  borne  himself  ui)on  otlier  occasions 
with  the  shrewd  wit  of  his  family  the  Comneni:  yet 
he  now  trusts  to  the  effect  of  his  trumpery  lions 
upon  such  a  shrewd  pi-ople  as  the  Franks  and  Nor- 
mans, and  seems  to  rely  upon  me  for  the  character 
of  men  with  whom  he  has  been  engaged  in  peace 
and  war  for  many  years.  This  can  be  but  to  gaui 
my  confidence ;  for  tnerc  were  imperfect  looks,  and 
broken  sentences,  which  seemed  to  suy,  'Agelastes. 
the  Emperor  knows  thee,  and  confides  not  m  thee. 
Vet  the  plot  is  successful  and  undiscovered,  as  far 
as  can  be  judged :  and  were  I  to  attempt  to  recede 
now.  I  were  lost  for  ever.  A  httle  time  to  carry  on 
this  intngiic  with  the  Frank,  when  possibly,  by  the 
assistance  of  this  gallant,  Ah^xius  shall  exchange  the 
crown  fur  a  cloister,  or  a  still  narrower  abode ;  and 
then,  Agelastes,  thou  deserAebt  to  be  blotted  from 
tlip  roll  of  pliilosophers,  if  thou  canst  not  push  out  of 
the  throne  the  conceited  and  luxurious  Co'sar,  and 
reign  in  his  .stead,  a  second  Marcus  Antoninus,  when 
the  wisdom  of  thy  rule,  long  unfelt  in  a  world  which 
has  been  guidc?fl  by  tyrants  and  voluptuaries,  shall 
soon  obliterate  recollection  of  the  manner  in  which 
tliy  |>owcr  was  acquired.  To  work  then— be  active, 
and  be  cautious.  The  time  requires  it,  and  the  prize 
deserves  it." 

While  these  thoughts  passed  through  his  mind^  he 
arrayed  himself,  by  the  assistance  or  Diogenes,  m  a 
clean  suit  of  that  simple  apparel  in  which  he  always 
frequented  the  court ;  a  garb  as  unlike  that  of  a  can- 
didate for  royalty,  as  it  was  a  contrast  to  the  mag^ni- 
ficent  robes  with  which  Alexius  was  now  investing 
himself. 

In  their  separate  apartments,  or  dressing-rooms, 
the  Count  of  Paris  and  his  lady  put  on  the  best  appa- 
rel which  they  had  prepared  to  meet  such  a  chance 
upon  their  journey.  Even  in  France,  Robert  was  sel- 
dom seen  in  the  peaceful  cap  and  sweeping  mantle 
whose  high  plumes  and  flowing  folds  were  tne  ga^ 
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knights  in  timefl  of  peace.  He  was  now  arrayed  in  | 
a  splendid  suit  of  armour,  all  except  the  head,  which 
was  bare  otherwise  than  as  covered  by  his  curled 
locks.  The  rest  of  his  person  was  t>heathed  in  the 
complete  mail  of  the  time,  richly  inlaid  with  silver, 
which  contfa&ted  with  the  azure  in  which  the  steel 
was  damasked.  His  spurs  were  U])on  his  heels— his 
Bword  was  by  his  side,  and  his  triangular  shield  was 
suspended  round  his  neck,  bearing,  painted  upon  it, 
a  number  ofjlcurs-de-lia  Re.m£cs^  as  it  is  called,  upon 
the  field,  being  the  origin  of  those  lily  flowers  which 
after  times  reduced  to  three  only ;  and  which  were 
tlie  terror  of  Europe,  until  they  suffered  so  many 
reverses  in  our  own  tnne. 

The  extreme  height  of  Count  Robert's  person 
adopted  him  for  a  garb,  which  had  a  tendency  to 
make  persons  of  a  lower  stature  appear  rather  dwarf- 
ish and  thick  when  arrayed  cap-a-pic.  The  features, 
with  their  self-collected  composure,  and  noble  con- 
tempt of  whatever  could  have  astounded  or  shaken 
an  onJinary  mind,  formed  a  well-fitted  capital  to  the 
excellently  proportioned  and  vigorous  frame  which 
they  terminated.  The  Countess  was  in  more  peace- 
ful attire ;  but  her  robes  were  short  and  succinct,  like 
those  of  one  who  might  be  called  to  hasty  exercise. 
The  upper  part  of  her  dress  consisted  of  more  than 
one  tunic,  sitting  close  to  the  body,  while  a  skirt,  de- 
scending from  the  girdle,  and  reaching  to  the  ankles, 
embroiocred  elegantly  but  richly,  completed  an  attire 
which  a  lady  miglit  have  worn  in  much  more  modern 
times.  Her  tresses  were  covered  with  a  slight  steel 
head-piece,  though  some  of  them,  escaping,  playwl 
round  her  face,  and  gave  relief  to  those  handsome 
features  which  might  otherwise  have  seemed  too 
formal,  if  closed  entirely  within  the  verge  of  steel. 
Over  these  under-garments  was  flung  a  rich  velvet 
cloak  of  a  deep  green  colour,  desc4.>nding  from  the 
head,  wiiere  a  species  of  hood  was  loosely  adjusted 
over  the  helmet,  deeply  laced  ujwn  its  verges  and 
seams,  and  so  long  as  to  sweep  the  ground  behind. 
A  dagger  of  rich  materials  omamr-nted  a  girdle  of 
curious  goldsmith's  work,  and  was  the  only  offensive 
weapon  which  notwithstanding  her  military  occupa- 
tion, she  wore  upon  this  occasion. 

The  toilet — as  modem  times  would  say— of  the 
Coimtess,  was  not  nearly  so  8(»on  ( ndcd  as  that  of 
Count  Robert,  who  occupied  his  time,  as  husbands 
of  every  period  are  apt  to  do,  in  little  sub-acid  com- 
plaints between  jesi  and  earnest,  upon  the  dilatory 
nature  of  ladies,  and  the  time  which  they  lose  in 
doffing  and  donning  their  garments.  Hut  when  the 
Countess  Brcnhilda  came  forth  in  the  nrido  <»f  loveli- 
ness, from  the  inner  chamber  where  sne  had  attired 
herself  her  husband,  who  was  still  her  lover,  clasped 
her  to  his  breast,  and  expressed  his  privilege  by  the 
kiss  which  he  took  as  of  ri^ht  from  a  creature  so 
beautiful.  Chiding  him  for  his  folly,  yet  almost  re- 
turning the  kiss  which  she  received,  Rrenhilda  began 
now  to  wonder  how  they  were  to  find  their  way  to 
the  presence  of  the  Emperor. 

The  quer>'  was  soon  solved,  for  a  gentle  knock  at 
the  door  announced  Agelastes,  to  whom,  as  best 
acquainted  with  the  Frankish  manners,  had  been 
committed,  by  the  Emperor,  the  change  of  introdu- 
cing the  noble  strangers.  A  distant  sound,  like  that 
of  ine  roaring  of  a  lion,  or  not  unsimilar  to  a  large 
and  di*ep  gong  of  modem  times,  intimated  the  com- 
mencement of  the  ceremonial.  The  black  slaves 
upon  guard,  who,  as  hath  been  observed,  were  in 
small  numbers,  stood  ranged  ii]  their  state  ares6<.'s  of 
white  and  gold,  bearing  m  one  hand  a  naked  sabre, 
and  in  the  other  a  torch  of  white  wax,  which  served 
to  guide  the  Count  and  Countess  through  the  pas- 
sages that  led  to  the  interior  of  the  palace,  and  to 
tlic  most  secret  hall  of  audience. 

The  door  of  this  sanctum  sanctorum  was  lower 
than  usual,  a  simple  stratagem  devised  by  some 
superstitiousofficcr  of  the  Imperial  household,  to  com- 
pel the  lofty-crested  Frank  to  lower  his  body,  as  he 
presented  Himself  in  the  Imperial  presence.  Robert, 
when  the  door  flew  open,  and  he  discovered  in  the 
background  the  Emperor  seated  upon  his  throne 
amidst  a  glare  of  hght,  which  was  broken  and  re- 
flected in  ten  thousand  foMs  by  the  jewels  with  which 


his  vestments  were  covered,  stopt  short,  and  demand- 
ed the  meaning  of  introducing  him  through  srj  low 
an  arch  7  Agelastes  pointed  to  the  Emperor,  by  way 
of  shifting  from  hims<.'lf  a  question  which  he  could 
not  have  answered.  The  mute,  to  apolofdze  for  his 
silence,  yawned,  and  showed  the  lo.^^s  of  his  tongue. 

"  Holy  Virgin !"  said  the  Countess,  "  what  c  on 
these  unhappy  Africans  have  done,  to  have  de-^f  ntd 
a  condemnation  which  involves  so  cruel  a  fate  T' 

"The  hour  of  retribution  is  pcrhaijs  como,"  said 
the  Count,  in  a  displeased  tone,  while  Aselastta, 
with  such  hurry  as  time  and  place  permitted,  enter- 
ed, making  his  prostrations  and  genuflexions,  little 
doubting  that  the  Frank  must  follow  hhn,  and  to  do 
so,  must  lower  his  body  to  the  Emperor.  The  C'<»iint, 
however,  in  the  light  of  displeasure  at  the  trick  which 
he  conceived  haa  been  intended  him,  turned  himself 
round,  and  entered  the  presence-chamber  with  hj» 
back  purposely  turned  to  the  eovereien,  and  did  not 
face  Alexius  until  he  reached  the  middle  of  the  apnrt- 
ment,  when  he  was  joined  by  the  Countess,  who  had 
made  her  approach  m  a  more  seemly  manner.  The 
Emperor,  who  had  prepared  to  acknowledge  tiie 
Count's  expected  homage  in  the  most  gracious  man- 
ner, found  himself  now  even  more  impleasantly  cir- 
cumstanced than  when  this  uncompromising  l<nink 
had  usurped  the  royal  throne  in  tne  course  of  the 
da  v. 

The  officers  and  nobles  who  stood  around,  though 
a  very  select  number,  were  more  numerous  than 
usual,  as  the  meeting  was  not  held  fur  counsel,  but 
merely  for  state.  These  assumed  such  an  appearance 
of  mingled  displeasure  and  confusiun  as  might  k:(t 
suit  with  the  perplexity  of  Alexius,  while  the  wily  fea- 
tures of  the  Norman-Itahan,  Boliemond  of  Taren- 
tum,  who  was  also  present,  had  a  singular  mixtLTc 
of  fantastical  glee  and  derision.  It  is  the  misfortune 
of  the  weaker  on  such  occasions,  or  at  least  the 
more  timid,  to  be  obliged  to  take  the  pi. try  part  of 
linking  hard,  as  if  not  able  to  see  what  they  cannot 
avenge. 

Alexius  made  the  signal  that  the  ceremonial  of  the 

fraud  reception  should  immediately  commence, 
nstantly  tne  lions  of  Solomon,  which  had  hi-en 
newly  furbished,  raised  their  hsads,  erected  thw 
manes,  brandished  their  tails,  until  they  excited  tlic 
imagination  of  Count  Robert,  who,  being  already  on 
fire  at  the  circumstances  of  his  reception,  couctjvid 
the  bellowing  of  these  automata  to  be  the  actual 
annunciation  of  immediate  assault.  Whether  the 
lions,  whose  forms  he  beheld,  were  actually  lords  of 
the  forest, — whether  they  were  mortals  who  had 
suffered  transformation,— whotiier  they  were  pHxiac- 
tions  of  the  skill  of  an  artfiLd  juggler,  or  profound 
naturalist,  the  Count  neither  knew  nor  cared.  All 
that  he  thought  of  the  danger  was,  that  it  was  wor- 
thy of  his  courage ;  nor  did  his  heart  permit  him  a 
moment's  irresolution.  He  strode  to  the  nearest 
lion,  which  seemed  in  the  act  of  fringing  up,  and 
said,  in  a  tone  loud  and  formidable  as  its  own,  How 
now,  dog !"  At  the  same  time  he  struck  tiie  fifxirt 
with  his  clenched  fist  and  steel  gauntlet  with  so 
iimch  force,  that  its  head  hurst,  and  the  steps  and 
carpet  of  tne  throne  were  covered  with  wheels, 
springs,  and  other  machinery,  which  had  been  the 
means  of  producing  its  mimic  terrors. 

On  this  display  of  the  real  nature  of  the  cause  of 
his  anger,  Count  Robert  could  not  but  feci  a  little 
ashaiiied  of  having  given  way  to  passion  on  such  an 
occasion.  He  was  still  more  confused  when  Bobe- 
mond,  descending  from  his  station  near  the  Emperor, 
addressed  him  in  the  Frank  language ;— '*  Vou  ba^-e 
done  a  gallant  deed,  truly,  Coimt  Robert,  in  fmuic 
the  court  of  Byzantium  from  an  object  of  fear  i^ii 
has  long  been  used  to  frighten  peevish  children  and 
unmly  barbarians !" 

Enthusiasm  has  no  greater  enemy  than  ndicule. 
**Why,  then,"  said  Count  Robert^  bluahing  deeply  at 
the  same  time,  *'  did  they  exhibit  its  fantastic  terron 
to  me  ?    I  am  neither  child  nor  barbarian." 

'*  Address  yourself  to  the  Emperor  then,  as  an  intel- 
ligent man,"  a  ns  wered  Bohemond.  **  Say  something 
to  him  in  excuse  of  your  conduct,  and  show  that  our 
bravery  bcs  not  entu^ly  run  away  with  our  common 
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sense.  And  hark  you  also,  while  I  have  a  inoinont's 
^)eech  of  you,— do  you  and  yoiir  wifo  heedfully  fol- 
low my  example  at  auppor !"  These  words  wore  soo- 
kon  With  a  significant  tone  and  corresponding  look. 
The  opinion  of  Bohemond,  from  his  loni»  inti^r- 
coorse.  both  in  peace  and  war,  with  the  Grecian  Eui- 
fMrror,  jjave  him  great  influence  with  the  other  cru- 
saders, and  Count  Robert  yielded  to  his  advice.  He 
turned  towards  the  Kmperor  with  somethin;?  hker  an 
obeisance  than  he  had  hitherto  paid.  "  I  crave  your 
pardon,"  he  said,  "for  hreakini:  lliat  fdldcd  piece  of 
pageantry ;  but,  in  sooth,  the  wondersi  of  sorcery,  and 
th».'  p«irtentfl  of  accomplished  and  skilful  jug^hTy,  are 
sj  numerous  in  this  country',  that  one  does  not  clearly  i 
disrini^uish  what  is  true  from  what  is  false,  or  what ' 
!:*  real  from  what  is  illusory." 

The  Emperor,  notwithstandirur  the  presence  of 
mind  for  which  he  was  rernarkafflk  and  the  courazc 
in  which  he  was  not  held  hy  hiTcountryinen  to  bo 
ielicient,  received  this  apology  somewiiat  awkwardly. 
Ptrhaps  the  rueful  complaisiinee  with  which  he  ac- 
ceptc*f  the  Count's  Qj>ology,  mi;;ht  he  be-«t  compared 
t'j  that  of  a  lady  ol  the  pres<Mit  day  when  an  awk- 
warii  gu^t  liJis  broken  a  valuable  pio«k;  of  china. 
Hr  muttered  somethini?  about  tln^  niaehine?  havinj^ 
tx;en  long  preserved  in  the  Imperial  family,  as  b.;in.i< 
nude  on  the  model  of  those  which  irnan|«'rl  tli<^  tiirone 
jf  ihi'*  wise  Kin.:?  of  I.sra.il ;  to  which  the  blunt  [ilain- 
•jpokim  Count  expressed  his  doubt  in  reply,  wlit.-ther 
itie  wisest  prince  in  the  v/orld  ever  conjh;srended  to 
Lh:;aien  his  subJL'Cts  or  I'uests  by  the  mimi(;  roarinpa 
:if  a  wooden  lion.  "  If,'  said  he,  "  I  too  hastily  took 
It  for  a  li\iuy:  creature^  I  have  had  th'^  wor.*<t,  by  <lam- 
ajing  my  excellent  f;au:itlrt  in  da.shing  to  pieces  its 
timber  skull." 

Trie  Emperor,  after  a  little  mon-  had  been  said. 
i-'jl:;nv  on  the  same  subject,  propiised  that  they  sliould 
'}'ir:»  to  the  bamiuet-rooni.  Marshalled,  accordin.<?ly. 
'>>  the  ;<rands4.>wcrof  the  imperial  table,  and  attended 
oy  all  pn;sent,  excepting  the  Kinperor  and  the  immc- 
Mai'j  inr-mbL-rs  of  nid  iamily,  the  Frankish  gue.sts 
«v«  re  ;;ui^ied  throu'^li  a  labyrinth  of  apartments,  each 
Of  which  was  tilled  with  wonders  of  nature  and  art. 
•  aiculai'.Hl  to  eniiancL'  tlieir  opinion  of  the  wealth  and 
grandeur  which  had  asseinbliMl  toiri.thir  so  much 
lual  was  wondt-riul.  'I'lieir  passage  being  neci.ssa- 
uly  slow  and  interruplnl,  gave  lb'.'  IOmj»eror  time  to 
ch.'in:;e  his  dre.is,  accimiing  to  the  ritual  of  hi««  court, 
which  did  not  [Hermit  his  appearing  iwice  in  tin;  same 
vtsture  before  the  same  siKM.'tators.  He  took  the 
oppi)riunity  to  summon  Agelastes  into  his  i»res4,'nce, 
anil,  that  their  (*onfereiice-  might  lu;  secret,  he  used, 
111  aj*distinp;  his  toilet^  tlio  ageney  of  8<)me  of  tiie  mutes 
<ie&iiacd  for  the  w;rviee  of  the  interior. 

Tlic  temiMjr  of  Alexius  ("omneiius  was  consider- 
ably niovecJ,  altiiough  it  was  one  of  the  preuliarirjes 
of  nifl  situation  to  be  ever  under  the  neeessity  of  rhs- 
guiflin;;  the  emotions  of  his  mind,  and  of  affecting,  in 
presence  of  his  subjects,  a  superiority  to  human  pas- 
sion, which  he  was  far  from  feeling.  It  was  there- 
fore with  gravity,  and  even  reprehension,  that  he 
liskod,  *'  By  whose  error  it  was  that  the  wily  ijoliu- 
mund«  half-Italian,  and  half-Norman,  was  present 
it  thin  intervi«:w  ?  Surely,  if  there  be  (uie  in  the  (.  ru- 
^■lingarmjr  likely  to  conduct  that  f«>oli.sii  youtli  and 
his  wile  behind  the  scenes  of  the  exhibition  bv  which 
we  hoped  to  irnpo.se  upon  them,  the  Count  of  Taren- 
turn,  as  he  entitles  liimself,  is  that  pernou." 

*  It  was  that  old  man."  said  Agelastes,  "  (if  I  may 
rejtly  and  live,)  Michael  Cantacuzene,  who  deemed 
fiiat  hifl  presence  was  peculiarK  desired ;  bui.  he 
retun|8  to  the  camp  this  very  night." 

"Ifcs."  said  Alexius,  "to  inform  Ciodfri'v,  and  the; 
ie«  of  tnc  crusaders,  that  one  of  the  boldest  anfl 
'Tiost  highly  esteemed  of  their  number  is  left,  with 
his  wife,  a  hostage  in  our  Imperial  city,  and  t<)  bring 
Itack,  perhaps,  an  alternative  of  instapt  war,  unless 
they  are  delivered  up !" 

"If  it  is  your  Impt^rial  Highncss's  will  to  think 
w,"  sakl  A|;elastes,  "  you  can  suffer  Count  Robert 
atid  hi.s  wiie  to  return  to  the  camp  with  the  Italian- 
Norman." 

"  What  T*  answered  the  Emperor,  "  and  so  lose 
til  the  fruits  of  an  enterprise,  the  preparations  for 
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which  have  already  cost  us  so  much  in  actual  ex- 
I>ensc:  and,  were  our  heart  made  of  the  .same  stuff 
with  that  of  ordinary  mortals,  would  have  cost  us  so 
much  more  in  vexation  and  anxiety  ?  No,  no ;  issue 
warning  to  the  crusaders,  who  are  still  on  the  hither 
side,  that  farther  rendering  of  homage  is  dispensed 
with,  and  that  they  repair  to  the  quays  on  the  banks 
of  the  Rosphorus,  by  pet?p  of  light  to-morrow.  Let 
our  tulmiral,  as  he  values  his  head,  pass  every  man 
of  them  over  to  the  farther  side  before  noon.  Lei 
there  l>e  largesses,  a  princely  ban(|uct  on  the  farthei 
bank— all  tliat  may  increase  their  anxiety  to  pass. 
Then,  Agelastes,  we  will  tnist  to  ourselves  to  niKi 
this  additional  danger,  either  by  bribing  the  venaliiv 
of  Bohemond,  or  by  bidding  defiance  to  the  crusaders. 
Their  forces  are  scattered,  and  the  chief  of  them, 
with  the  leaders  themselves,  are  all  now — i)r  by  fa? 
the  greater  part— on  the  east  side  of  the  Bo.sphonia 
—And  now  to  the  banquet !  seeing  that  the  change  ol 
dre<s  has  been  made  sufficient  to  answer  the  statutes 
of  the  household;  since  our  ancestors  chose  to  make 
rules  for  exhibiting  us  to  our  subjects,  as  priests  ex- 
hibit their  images  at  their  shrines !'' 

"Under  arrant  of  life,'*  said  Agelastes,  "it  was  not 
done  inconsiderately,  but  in  order  that  the  Enifitror, 
niled  ever  by  the  same  laws  from  father  to  son,  might 
ever  be  regarded  as  soin"thing  beyond  the  common 
laws  of  humanity  — thi-  divine  image  of  a  saint,  there- 
fore, rather  than  a  human  being." 

"  We  know  it,  good  Agelastes,"  answered  the  Em- 
peror, with  a  smile,  "and  we  are  also  aware,  that 
many  of  our  subjects,  like  the  worshippers  of  Bel  in 
holy  writ,  treat  us  so  far  as  an  image,  as  to  assist  us 
in  devouiing  the  revenues  of  our  provinces,  which  are 
gathered  in  our  name,  and  for  our  u.se.  Theiic  things 
we  now  oidy  touch  lightly,  the  time  not  suiting 
them." 

•Alexius  left  the  secret  council  aceonlin.-rly,  after  the 
order  for  the  passage  of  the  crusaderis  li.id  been  writ- 
ten out  and  subscribed  in  due  form,  and  in  the  sacred 
ink  of  the  Imperial  chancery.^ 

3Iean  time,  the  re.si  of  the  CT)inpany  had  arrived  in 
a  hall,  wliieh,  like  the  other  apartment.s  in  the  palace, 
was  most  tastefully  as  well  as  goigeout-Iy  fi'ttd  up, 
except  that  a  table,  which  presented  a  princ'cly  ban- 
quet, might  have  been  deemed  faulty  in  this  respect, 
that  the  dishes,  which  were  most  s:|dendid,  both  in 
the  materials  of  which  they  were  composei^  and  in 
the  viands  which  they  held,  w<'re  elev:ited  by  means 
of  feet,  80  as  to  be  upon  a  level  with  female  guests  as 
they  sat,  and  with  men  as  they  u-  -Lcumbeiit  at  the 
banquet  which  it  all^^rded. 

Arounfl  stotnl  a  nuinbtir  of  black  yi:i\t>  richly  at- 
tired, while  the  grand  sewer,  .Michae.'  ('antacuzeiic. 
arranged  the  strangers  with  his  golden  wand,  and 
conveyed  orders  to  them,  by  nigns,  that  all  sliould  re- 
main standing  around  the  table,  until  a  signal  should 
be  ihven. 

The  upper  end  of  the  board,  thus  fui;nished,  and 
thus  .surr«)unded,  was  hidden  by  a  curtain  of  tnushn 
and  silver,  whifdi  fell  from  the  top  of  the  arci  -..i.  .■  r 
which  the  iipf>er  part  seemed  to  pass.  On  thi-  ::.i- 
tain  the  sewer  keut  a  wary  eye:  and  when  hi  ob- 
served it  .•^lighilvshake,  he  waved  his  wae'  !'r:.»!!i  o. 
and  all  e\F»erte<l  the  result. 

As  if  self- moved,  the  mystic  curtain  iiros.  .j.i.i  '  - 
covereil  behind  it  a  throne  eight  steps  liigi-.-.'  i.:a  i 
the  end  of  the  table,  deeorateti  in  the  most  m.JuMili- 
cent  manner,  and  having  placed  b<-fore  it  a  ;.'Mali 
tabh;  of  ivory  inlaid  with  silver,  behind  whicn  was 
seated  .Mexies  ( •cninenus,  in  a  dresj*  entirely  diflereiit 
from  what  he  had  worn  in  the  eours,.*  of  the  day,  and 
so  much  more  :^orgei»us  than  his  former  vestments, 
that  it  seemed  not  uriiiatural  that  his  subjects  should 
luostrate  ihem.selvt  s  before  a  figure  so  splendid.  His 
wile,  liis  daughier,  and  his  son-in-law  thti  ("aisar. 
stood  behind  him  with  i'nc.r.--  bent  to  the  ground,  and 
it  was  with  deep  humilitv,  tliat,  descending  from  the 
throne  at  the  EmfxTor  s  command,  they  mingled 
with  the  guests  of  the  lower  table,  and,  exalted  as 
they  were,  proccxnled  to  the  festive  board  at  the  sig- 
nal of  the  grand  sewer.  So  that  they  could  not  oe 
said  to  partake  of  the  repast  with  (he  Emperor,  nor 
to  be  placed  at  the  Imperial  table,  although  they  sup* 
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he  had  pono.  to  bed  ovorniirht ;  nor  could  there  he  a 
ptronper  eontrnst  hetwern  fhe  liiminirc  of  liotli,  thnn 
tlie  tiiekcrintr  hali-biinir  remams  tif  ihi^  thin  uiupliii 
curtnijis,  and  iht-  stroriL'.  bare,  tliinffcon-Iookingwall.s 
of  th(  rooin  it<?rlf,  or  the  very  K/nieeahle  wooden 
stool,  of  wliieh  he  hnd  niadi;  HU!li  rooiI  us^'. 

The  Knij^hthaJ  no  If i«iirr  to  fnrni  eoncjhisionsiipon 
siieh  n  siihj«»t;l.  }lo  liasiily  extiniiuished  the  fire, 
wiiieh  had,  indeed,  nothinii  i!iat  it  could  lay  hold  of, 
and  prociiilid,  hy  the  li^zhl  of  ilie  flaniliean,  to  txa- 
niin''  t'li'  n;inrt:ni:nl,  and  it.«  nji^nns  of  entrance.  It 
is  Fcarre  nt'ee«.snry  to  s-ny,  ihrit  he  saw  no  couinujiii- 
e.iiion  with  the  room  of  lln  niiilda,  which  eonvinet.-d 
hirn  that  they  limi  bi  en  s^i inrati.il  tin-  l;^^'Ilin;^  before 
under  pretrne*-  of  divot'onal  wniples,  in  t»rd'.'r  to  ne- 
<Niinpii.sh  Hiinr"  must  villanoui;  (lisii^n  upon  one  or 
bi>th  of  ihi-m.  His  own  part f>f  the  night's  adventure 
we  hav«'  alreudy  pcen  ;  an<l  .success  so  far,  over  ho 
formidable  a  darV/er,  gave  Inin  a  trend»Iinj:  hope  that 
Brenhilda,  hy  her  own  worth  and  valour,  would  b«' 
al)le  lo  «i«  Jr-nd  h.rrsrlf  ayainst  all  attacks  of  fraud  or 
foree.  until  he  could  find  his  way  to  her  reseue.  "I 
eliould  have  paid  more  regard,  he  said^  "to  Bohe- 
rnond's  caution  last  night,  who,  I  think,  intimated  lo 
nic  as  plainly  as  if  he  had  8|K)ke  it  in  direct  terms, 
that  that  same  cup  of  wine  was  a  driiwgcxl  notion. 
But  then,  fie  upon  him  for  on  avaricious  h(»un(i !  how  ' 
was  it  possible  I  should  think  he  suapecle*!  any  such  , 
tiling,  when  he  snokc  not  out  like  a  man,  but,  for  i 
sntvT  coldness  of  lienrt.  or  base  self-interest,  sulFered  ' 
nie  to  run  the  risk  of  beinj;  poisoiiuxl  by  the  wily  ! 
despot  7" 

Here  he  heard  a  voire  from  the  same  quarter  as  be-  I 
fore.     "ITu,  iherr-!   Flo.  stranger!   Do  y<m  live,  or 
have  you  b«^n  imirdered  ?    What  means  this  stilliiiK 
smell  of  isnioke?    For  God's  sake,  answer  him  who  : 
can  receive  no  information  from  eyes  closi-d,  alas,  for  '• 
ever ! 

"I  am  at  hbertv,"  said  the  Count,  "and  the  mon- . 
eter  destine*!  to  devour  me  has  uroane*!  his  last.    I  , 
would,  my  friend  UrseL  since  such  is  thy  name,  iIhui  ■ 
hodst  tlk;  advaiitaj^e  oPUiine  eyes,  to  have  l)onie  wit- 
ncsd  lo  yonder  combat ;  it  had  been  worth  thy  whih-, 
thouph  thou  shouMst  have  I(^^t  them  a  minute  afttT- 
wards.  aiid  it  would  have  nrj-eaily  advantaged  whoever 
shall  have  the  laf-k  of  comuiliii'jr  my  history." 

While  he  f^ayo  a  thouj^ht  to  tlial  vanity  which 
strongly  ruled  him,  he  lost,  no  time  in  seeking  some 
mode  of  escape  from  the  dun^i'on,  for  by  that  mrmns 
only  might  he  hope  to  recover  his  ( 'omitcss.  At  last  | 
he  found  an  entrance  in  the  wall,  but  it  was  strondy 
lonkrtl  and  bolted.  "  I  have  found  the  passaire,"  lie 
calltHJ  out;  "and  its  dirwiion  is  the  same  in  which 
thy  voice  is  heard— IJut  how  shall  I  und<i  the  door?" 

'  ril  teach  thw  that  secret,"  said  lJrs*.'l.  *'  1  would 
I  couhl  as  easily  unlock  each  bolt  that  withholds  us 
from  the  open  air;  but,  as  for  thy  se<lusion  within 
the.  dungivui.  heave  up  the  door  by  iiuiin  strenurth, 
and  thou  shall  lift  the  locks  to  a  place  when*,  iiushinK 
then  the  door  from  thr-e,  the  fastening;?  will  find  a 
groove*!  pas.^ape  in  the  w;ill,  and  tin;  door  itw^lf  will 
open.  Would  that  I  eoidd  indc^nl  see  thiv,  not  only 
because,  bein^  a  gallant  man,  thou  must  be  a  g(N>dly 
Bight,  but  also  because  I  .should  thereby  know  that  I 
was  not  caverned  in  darkness  for  ever. 

While  he  spoLt-  thus,  the.  Count  made  a  bundle  of 
his  armour,  from  which  he  missed  nothins  except 
his  sword,  Tranchefer,  and  then  oroceeded  to  trv 
what  efforts  he  could  make,  according  to  the  blind 
man's  instructions,  to  open  the  door  of  his  prison- 
house.  Pushing  in  a  direct  line,  was,  he  soon  found, 
attended  with  no  effect ;  but  when  he  aw)Iied  his 
gigantic  strength,  and  rai.«etl  the  door  as  Inch  as  it 
would  go,  he  had  the  satisfaction  lo  find  that  the 
iKilts  yielded,  though  reluctantly.  A  space  had  been 
cut  so  as  to  allow  them  to  move  out  of  the  socket 
mto  which  they  had  been  force<l ;  and  without  the 
turn  of  a  key,  but  by  a  powerful  thrust  forwanls,  a 
small  passage  was  left  own.  The  kninht  entered, 
''•'nnng  his  ariimur  in  his  hand. 

*  I  hear  the«',"  nav\  Ursel,  "O  stranger!  and  am 
aware  thou  art  come  into  my  idace  of  captivity.  For 
tiiree  years  have  1  be«n  employed  in  cutting  these 
gr.'i>ves,  corresponding  to  the  sockets  which  hold 


thc.«e  iron  bolls,  and  preserving  the  knowleilgc  of  the 
se'.  :•  I  from  the  prison -keepers.  Twenty  sucli  l>o]t«:. 
perhaps,  iiiiist  be  sawn  through,  ere  my  steps  >hall 
approach  the  iipp«T  air.  What  prospect  is  tht-re  ti'.nt 
I  snail  have  sirength  of  mind  sufficii-nt  to  cfuMinui- 
the  task  7  Vet,  credit  me,  noble  stranuer,  I  rejoin 
in  having  been  thus  far  aiding  to  thy  d(:li\  fiance;  l»r 
if  Heaven  blesses  not,  in  any  farther  degree,  i-ii; 
aspirations  after  freeilom,  we  may  hlill  hv  a  eomtu.'^! 
to  each  oiher  while  tyranny  permits  our  mutual  lit-." 

Count  Robert  looktil  around,  and  shudtiued  ili.it 
a  human  being  should  talk  of  any  ihiicj;  up]>n.';u  Inn:: 
to  eomf(»rt,  connected  with  his  iididi.'nce  in  what 
seemed  a  living  tomb.  UrscKs  diini::oii  was  i.i'- 
above  twr«lve  feet  s«iu»re,  vanlu-d  in  the  ri,«ij",  nn.. 
stronj'ly  built  in  the  walls  by  stones  which  the  ri-i-: ' 
had  iiioriicet!  closely  together.  A  bed,  a  coarbf  li)Oi- 
stool,  like  that  which  K(»bert  had  Ju.'^t  launched  a:  tin. 
hea(l  of  tile  tiger,  and  a  table  of  eciually  massi\e  ii:-i 
terials,  were  its  only  arlicle»  of  fumitiire.  On  a  Imi^ 
stone,  above  the  oct\^  were  these  few  but  terrihi? 
words  :—"Zodekias  Irsel,  imprifconcd  here  on  the 

Ides  of  March,  A.  i>. .    Died  and  interred  on  the 

spot"— A  blank  was  left  for  filhng  up  the  perioi!.  The 
figure  of  the.  captive  could  hardly  be  discerned  aniifl 
the  wildness  of  iiis  dress  and  dishabille.  The  hair  of 
his  head,  uncut  and  uncombi-d,  descended  in  elf- locks, 
and  minulcd  with  a  beard  of  extravagant  h-ngth. 

"  Look  on  nil',"  said  the  captive,  "and  r«!Joice  ihnt 
thou  canst  yet  see  the  wretelied  condition  to  which 
iron-hejirted  tyranny  can  reduce  a  fellow-creaturt-, 
both  in  mortal  existence  and  in  future  hope." 

"  Was  it  thou,"  said  Count  IU)I.>ert.  whose  blood 
ran  cohl  in  his  veins,  "  that  had.st  the  heart  lo  si»end 
ihv  time  in  sawing  through  the  blocks  of  stone  In 
wnich  thew  bolts  are  st^curtd '?" 

".Alas !"  said  Ursel,  "what  couhi  a  blind  man  do  ? 
Busy  I  must  be,  if  I  would  prest^rve  my  sens<:s-. 
Ore.Ht  as  the  labour  was,  it  was  to  nio  the  task  of 
thnie  jcars;  nor  can  you  wonder  that  1  should  have 
dev»)ted  to  it  my  whole  lime,  when  I  had  no  other 
means  of  ixrupying  it.  Perhaps,  and  most  likdy. 
iny  dun£r(>on  does  not  admit  the  distinction  of  day  ana 
night:  but  a  distant  cathiHlral  clock  told  me  ho^* 
hour  after  hour  fieil  away,  and  found  nie  expending 
them  in  rubbing  one  stone  against  another.  Hut 
when  the  door  gave  way,  I  found  I  had  only  cut  an 
access  into  a  prison  more  strong  than  that  which 
held  me.  I  rejoice,  nevertheless,  since  it  has  brought 
us  together,  given  thee  an  entrance^  to  my  dungeon, 
ami  me  a  companion  in  my  misery." 

"  Think  better  than  that,"  said  Count  Robert. 
"  think  of  liberty— think  of  revenge  !  I  cannot  he- 
lieve  such  unjust  treachery  will  end  successfully,  e!w 
m^uls  must  1  say,  the  heavens  arc  less  just  than 
priests  tell  us  of.  IIow  art  thou  supplied  with  food 
111  this  tlungix)n  of  thine  7" 

"  A  warder,"  said  Ursel,  "  and  who,  I  think,  un- 
derstands not  the  Greek  language — at  h'Qst  he  nevcT 
either  answers  or  addresses  me— brings  a  loaf  and  a 
pitcher  of  water,  enough  to  supply  my  miserable  life 
till  two  days  are  past.  I  must,  therefore,  pray  that 
you  will  retire  for  a  space  into  the  next  prison,  so  that 
the  wanler  may  have  no  means  of  knowing  that  wf 
can  hold  correspondence  together." 

"  I  ecii  not,"  said  Count  Robert,  "  by  what  access 
the  barbarian,  if  he  is  one,  can  enter  my  dungeon 
without  passing  through  yours ;  but  no  matter,  I  wiil 
retire  into  the  inner  or  outer  room,  whichever  it  hap- 
pens to  be,  and  be  thou  then  well  aware  that  tlie 
warder  will  have  some  one  to  grapple  with  er^  he 
leaves  his  prison-work  to-day.  Mean  while,  think 
thyself  dumb  as  thou  art  blind,  and  be  assured  that 
the  oiFer  of  freedom  itself  would  not  induce  me  to 
desert  the  cause  of  a  companion  in  advenity." 

"  Alas,"  said  the  old  man,  "  I  listen  to  thy  pro- 
mises as  I  should  to  those  of  the  morning  gale,  which 
tells  me  that  the  sun  is  about  to  arise,  although  I 
know  that  I  at  least  shall  never  behold  it.  Thou  art 
one  of  those  wild  and  undcspairing  knigfats,  whom 
for  so  many  years  the  west  of  Europe  hath  sent  forth 
to  attempt  impossibilities,  aud  from  ihoe^  ibcfefore,  I 
can  only  hope  for  such  a  fabric  of  reli^  as  an  idle  boy 
would  blow  out  of  soap  babbles." 
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"  Think  better  of  us,  old  man,"  said  Count  Robert, 
retiring; ;  "  at  least  let  me  die  with  my  blood  warm, 
and  believing  it  possible  for  me  to  be  once  more  united 
to  my  beloved  Brenhilda." 

So  saying,  he  retired  into  his  gwn  cell,  and  replaced 
the  door,  so  that  the  operations  of  Ursel.  which  mdeed 
were  only  such  as  three  years'  solitude  could  have 
achieved,  should  escape  observation  when  again  visit- 
ed by  the  warder.  It  is  ill  luck,''  said  he,  when 
once  more  within  his  own  prison— for  that  in  which 
the  tiger  had  been  secured,  no  instinctively  concluded 
to  be  destined  for  him—"  It  is  ill  luck  that  I  had  not 
found  a  young  and  able  fellow-captive,  instead  of  one 
decrepit  by  imprisonment,  blind,  and  broken  down 

1>a8t  exertion.  But  God's  will  be  done  !  I  will  not 
eave  behind  me  the  poor  wretch  whom  I  have  found 
in  such  a  condition,  tnough  he  is  perfectly  unable  to 
asf  it  me  in  accomplishing  my  escape,  aiid  is  rather 
more  likely  to  retard  it  Mean  time,  before  we  put 
out  the  torch,  let  us  see,  if^  by  close  examination,  we 
can  discover  any  door  in  the  wall  save  that  to  the 
blind  man's  dungeon.  If  not,  I  much  suspect  that 
nay  descent  has  been  made  through  the  roof.  That 
cup  of  wine— that  Muse,  as  they  called  it,  hsd  a 
taste  more  like  medicine  than  merry  companions' 
pledge." 

He  began  accordingly  a  strict  survey  of  the  walls, 
which  he  resolved  to  conclude  by  extmguishing  the 
torch,  that  ho  might  take  the  person  who  should 
enter  his  dungeon  darkling  and  by  surprise.  For  a 
similar  reason,  he  dragged  into  the  darkest  comer  the 
carcass  of  the  tiger,  and  covered  it  with  the  remains 
of  the  bed-clothes,  swearing,  at  the  same  time,  that 
a  half  tiger  should  be  his  crest  in  future,  if  he  had  the 
fortune,  which  his  bold  heart  would  not  suffer  him  to 
doubt,  of  getting  through  the  present  danger.  "  But," 
he  added,  *  if  these  necromantic  vassals  of  hell  shall 
raise  the  devil  upon  me,  what  shall  I  do  then  7  And 
8o  great  is  the  chance,  that  methinks  I  would  fain 
diroense  with  extinguishing  the  flambeau.  Yet  it  is 
childish  for  one  dubocd  in  the  chapel  of  Our  Lady  of 
the  Broken  Lances,  to  make  much  difference  between 
a  light  room  and  a  dark  one.  Let  them  come,  as 
many  fiends  as  the  cell  can  hold,  and  we  shall  see  if 
we  receive  them  not  as  becomes  a  Christian  knight ; 
and  surely.  Our  Lady,  to  whom  I  was  ever  a  true 
voiiTYj  will  hold  it  an  acceptable  sacrifice  that  I  tore 
myself  from  my  Brenhilda,  even  for  a  single  mo- 
ment, in  honour  of  her  advent,  and  thus  led  the  way 
for  our  woful  separation.  Fiends  1  I  defy-je  in  the 
body  as  in  the  spirit,  and  I  retain  the  remains  of  this 
flambeau  until  some  more  convenient  opportunity." 
He  dashed  it  against  the  wall  as  he  spoke,  and  then 
quietly  sat  down  in  a  comer,  to  watch  what  should 
next  happen. 

Thought  after  thought  chased  each  other  through 
his  mind.  His  confidence  in  his  wife's  fidelity^  and 
his  trust  in  her  uncommon  strength  and  activity. 
were  the  greatest  comforts  which  he  had ;  nor  could 
her  danger  present  itself  to  him  in  any  shape  so  terri- 
ble, but  that  he  found  consolation  m  these  reflections : 
*'  She  is  pure,"  he  said,  '*  as  the  dew  of  heaven,  and 
heaven  will  not  abandon  its  own." 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Strang*  ape  of  mant  who  loathea  thee  while  he  eoonM  thee ; 

Haifa  teproach  to  us  and  half  aJetiL 

What  finciof  cen  be  ovn  ere  we  liave  pleuuie 

In  viewiof  our  own  form,  oar  pride  and  paMiom, 

RBfleoted  in  a  ihape  groteeque  as  Utine  \-AMm9m«u$. 

Count  Robsrt  op  Pasis  having  ensoonsed  him- 
self behind  the  ruins  of  the  bed,  so  that  ho  could  not 
well  be  observed,  unless  a  strong  light  was  at  once 
flung  upon  the  place  of  his  retreat,  waited  with  anx- 
iety now  and  in  what  manner  the  warder  of  the  dun- 
geon, charfBed  with  the  task  of  bringing  food  to  the 
1)riaoner8,  should  make  himself  visible ;  nor  was  it 
ong  ere  symptoms  of  his  approach  began  to  be  heard 
ana  observed. 

A  light  was  partially  seen,  as  firom  a  trap-door 
opening  in  the  roof,  and  a  voice  was  heard  to  utter 
these  words  in  Anglo-Saxon,  "  Leap,  sirrah;  come, 
DO  delay;  leap,  my  good  Sylvan,  show  your  honour's  I 


activity."  A  strange  chncUuig  hoarse  voices  in  a 
language  totally  unmtelligible  to  Count  Robert,  was 
heard  to  respond,  as  if  disputing  the  orders  which 
were  received. 

"  What,  air,"  saki  his  companion^  "  you  must  con- 
test the  point,  must  you  ?  Nay,  if  thou  art  so  lazy, 
I  must  give  your  honour  a  ladder,  and  perhaps  a  kick 
to  hasten  your  journey."  Something  then,  of  very 
ffretit  size,  m  the  form  of  a  human  being,  jumped  down 
irom  the  trap-door,  though  the  height  might  be  above 
fourteen  feet.  This  figure  waa  gigantic,  being  up- 
wards of  seven  feet  high.  In  its  left  hand  it  held  a 
torch,  and  in  its  right  a  skein  of  fine  silk,  which 
unwinding  itself  as  it  descended,  remained  unbroken, 
though  it  was  easy  to  conceive  it  could  not  have 
afforded  a  creature  so  large  any  support  in  his  descent 
from  the  roof.  He  alighted  with  perfect  safety  and 
activity  upon  his  feet,  and,  as  if  rebounding  fi-om  the 
floor,  he  sprung  upwards  again,  so  as  almost  to  touch 
the  roof.  In  this  last  gambaud  the  torch  which  he 
bore  was  extinguished ;  but  this  extraordinary  wa^er 
whirled  it  round  his  head  with  infinite  velocity,  so 
that  it  asain  ignited.  The  bearer,  who  appeared  to 
intend  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  endea- 
voured to  satisfy  himself  that  it  was  really  attained, 
by  approachine,  as  if  cautiously,  its  left  hand  to 
the  flame  of  the  torch.  This  practical  experiment 
seemed  attended  with  consequences  which  the  crea- 
ture had  not  expected,  for  it  howled  with  pain,  shak- 
ing the  burnt  hand,  and  chattering  as  if  bemoaning 
itself. 

"  Take  heed  there,  Sylvanus !"  said  the  same  voice 
in  Anglo-Saxon,  and  in  a  tone  of  rebuke.  "Ho, 
there  I  mind  thy  duty.  Sylvan  I  Carry  food  to  the 
blind  man,  and  stand  not  there  to  play  thyself,  lest  I 
trust  thee  not  again  alone  on  such  an  errand ! 

The  creature -for  it  would  have  been  rash  to  have 
termed  it  a  man — turning  its  eye  upwards  to  the 
place  from  whence  the  voice  came,  answered  with  a 
dreadful  grin  and  shaking  of  its  fist^  yet  presently 
began  to  undo  a  parcel,  and  rummage  m  the  pockets 
of  a  sort  of  jerkin  and  pantaroons  which  it  wore, 
seeking,  it  appeared,  a  bunch  of  keys,  which  at  length 
it  produced,  while  it  took  from  the  pocket  a  loaf  of 
bread.  Heating  the  stone  of  the  wall,  it  affixed  the 
torch  to  it  by  a  piece  of  wax,  and  then  cautiously 
looked  out  for  the  entrance  to  the  old  man's  dun- 

geon.  which  it  opened  with  a  key  selected  from  the 
unch.  Within  the  passage  it  seemed  to  look  for 
and  discover  the  handle  of  a  pump,  at  which  it  filled 
a  pitcher  that  it  bore,  and  bringinjg  back  the  frag- 
ments of  the  former  loaC  and  remains  of  die  pitcher 
of  water,  it  eat  a  little,  as  if  it  were  in  sport,  and  very 
soon  making  a  frightful  grimace,  flung  the  fragments 
away.  The  Count  of  Paris,  in  the  mean  while, 
watched  anxiously  the  proceedings  of  this  unknown 
animal.  His  first  thought  was,  that  the  creature, 
whose  Umbs  were  so  much  larger  than  humanity, 
whose  grimaces  were  so  frightful,  and  whose  activity 
seeniea  supernatural,  could  oe  no  other  than  the  De- 
vil hiniselL  or  some  of  his  imps,  whose  situation  and 
office  in  those  gloomy  regions  seemed  by  no  means 
hard  to  conjecture.  The  human  voice,  however, 
which  he  had  heard,  was  less  that  of  a  necromancer 
conjuring  a  fiend,  than  that  of  a  person  giving  com- 
mands to  a  wild  animal,  over  whom  ne  had,  by 
training,  obtained  a  great  superiority. 

"A  shame  on  it,''  said  the  Count,  "if  I  sufler  a 
common  jackanapes,— for  such  I  take  this  devil- 
seeming  beast  to  be,  although  twice  as  large  as  any 
of  its  fellows  whom  I  have  ever  seen,— to  throw  an 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  my  obtaining  daylight  and 
freedom !  Let  us  but  watch,  and  the  chance  is  that 
we  make  that  furry  gentleman  our  guide  to  the  upper 
regions. 

Mean  time  the  creature,  which  rummaged  Sfbout 
everywhere)  at  length  discovered  the  body  of  the 
tiger,— touched  it  stirred  it,  with  many  strange  mo- 
tions, and  seemed  to  lament  and  wonder  at  its  death. 
At  once  it  seemed  struck  with  the  idea  that  some 
one  must  have  slain  it,  and  Coimt  Robert  had  the 
mortification  to  see  it  once  more  select  the  key,  and 
spring  towards  the  door  of  Ursel's  prison  with  such 
aiacnty,  that  had  its  intention  been  to  strangle  hin^ 
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intafereace  of  Count  Kobert  could  nave  preveoted 
its  reren^e  takiOK  place.  Aroarentljr,  however,  it 
reflected  that  for  reasons  which  seemed  satiifactory, 
the  deatn  of  the  tiger  could  not  be  caused  by  the  un- 
fortunate Urael,  but  had  been  accomplished  by  some 
one  concealed  within  the  outer  prison. 

Slowly  grumbling,  therefore,  and  chattering  to 
itseiC  and  peeping  anxiously  into  every  comer,  the 
tremendous  creature,  so  like,  yet  so  very  unlike  to 
the  human  form,  came  stealing  along  the  walls, 
moving  whatever  he  thought  could  seclude  a  man 
from  his  observation.  Its  extended  leg^  and  arms 
were  protruded  forward  with  great  strides,  and  its 
sharp  eyes,  on  the  watch  to  discover  the  object  of 
its  search,  kept  prying,  with  the  assistsnce  of  the 
torch,  into  every  comer. 

Consklering  the  vicinity  of  Alezius's  collection  of 
animals,  the  reader,  by  this  time,  can  have  little 
doubt  tnat  the  creature  in  question,  whose  appear- 
anpe  seemed  to  the  Ck>unt  of  Paris  so  very  problem- 
awal,  was  a  specimen  of  that  gigantic  species  of  ape 
—if  it  is  not  indeed  some  animal  more  nearly  allied 
to  oursdves— to  which,  I  believe,  naturalists  have 
given  the  name  of  the  Ouran^  Outang.  This  cres- 
ture  differs  from  the  rest  of  its  fraternity,  in  being 
comparadvely  more  docile  and  serviceable:,  and 
though  possessing  the  power  of  imitatbn  which  is 
common  to  the  whole  race,  yet  makiiw  use  of  it  less 
in  mere  mockery,  than  in  the  desire  ofimprovement 
and  instruction  j>erfectly  unknown  to  his  brethren. 
The  aptitude  which  it  possesses  of  acquiring  informa- 
tk>n,  IS  surprisingly  ^eat,  and  probably,  iTplaced  in 
a  favourable  aiiuation,  it  might  admit  of  being  do- 
mesticated in  a  considerable  degree ;  but  such  advan- 
tages the  ardour  of  scientific  curiosity  has  never 
anorded  this  creature.  The  last  we  have  heard  of 
was  eeen,  we  believe,  in  the  Island  of  Sumatra— it 
was  of  sreat  size  and  strength,  and  upwards  of  seven 
fret  high.  It  died  defending  desperately  its  innocent 
life  against  a  partv  of  Europeans,  who,  we  cannot 
help  tninking,  might  have  better  employed  the  supe- 
riority which  their  knowledge  gave  them  over  the 
poor  native  of  the  forest.  It  was  probably  this  crea- 
ture, seldom  seen,  but  when  once  seen  never  forgot- 
ten, which  occasioned  the  ancient  belief  in  the  god 
Pan,  with  his  syivans  and  satyrs.  Nay,  but  for  the 
gift  of  speech,  which  we  cannot  suppose  any  of  the 
family  to  have  attained,  we  should  nave  believed  the 
satyr  seen  bv  St.  Anthony  in  the  desert  to  have 
belonged  to  this  tribe. 

We  can,  therefore,  the  more  easily  credit  the  annals 
which  attest  that  the  collection  of  natural  hLstory  be- 
longing to  Alexius  Comnenus,  preserved  an  aiumal 
of  this  kind,  which  had  been  domesticated  and  re- 
claimed to  a  surprising  extent,  and  showed  a  degree 
of  intelligence  never  perhaps  to  be  attained  in  any 
other  case.  These  explanations  being  premised,  we 
tetum  to  the  thread  of  our  story. 

The  animal  advanced  with  long  noiseless  steps ; 
its  shadow  oil  the  wall,  when  it  held  the  torch  so  as 
to  make  it  visible  to  the  Frank,  forming  another 
fiend-resembling  mimicry  of  its  own  large  ngure  and 
extravag[ant-looking  members.  Count  Robert  re- 
mained m  his  lurking-hole^  in  no  hurry  to  begin  a 
strife,  of  which  it  was  impossible  to  foretell  the  end. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  man  of  the  woods  came  nigh, 
and  every  step  by  which  he  approached,  caused  the 
Count's  heart  to  vibrate  almost  sudibly,  at  the  idea 
of  meeting  danger  of  a  nature  so  strange  and  new. 
At  length  the  creature  aoproached  the  bed— his  hide- 
ous eyes  were  fixed  on  those  of  the  Cotmt ;  and,  as 
much  surprised  at  seeing  hup  as  Robert  was  at  the 
meeting,  he  skipped  about  fifteen  paces  backwards 
at  one  sprinfL  with  a  civ  of  instinctive  terror,  and 
then  advanoea  on  tiptoe,  holding  his  torch  as  far  for- 
ward as  he  could,  between  him  and  the  object  of  his 
fears,  as  if  to  examine  him  at  the  safest  possible  dis- 
tance. Count  Robert  caught  up  a  fragment  of  Uie 
bedstead,  large  enough  to  form  a  sort  of  club,  virith 
which  he  menaced  the  native  of  the  wilds. 

Apparently  this  poor  creature's  education,  like  edu- 
cation of  moat  kinds,  had  not  been  acquired  without 
blows,  of  which  the  recollection  was  as  fresh  as  that 
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Pans  was  a  man  at  onee  to  discover  and  to  aval 
himself  of  the  advantage  obtained  by  finding  diat  he 
possessed  a  degree  of  ascendency  ow  his  enaar, 
which  he  had  not  suspected.    He  erected  his  waitte 
figure,  asaomed  a  step  o  if  trnmpbant  in  the  fate, 
and  advanced  dueatening  his  enemy  with  In  dob, 
o  he  would  have  menaced  his  antsaiDist  with  the 
redoubtsble  Tranchefer.    Tlie  man  of  the  woods,  at 
the  other  hand,  obviously  gave  way,  and  ooovehed 
his  cautious  advance  into  a  retreat  no  less  csptioaa 
Yet  apparently  the  creature  had  not  renounced  sons 
plan  of  resistance :  he  chatt^vd  in  an  angiy  and  bee- 
tile  tone,  held  out  his  torch  in  opposition,  aiad  meami 
about  to  strike  the  crusado-  with  it.    Count  RobeR, 
however^  determined  to  take  his  opponent  at  sdvaa- 
tsge,  while  his  fears  infloenced  him,  and  far  this  psr- 
pose  resolved,  if  possible,  to  deprive  him  of  hisnttD- 
ral  superiority  in  strength  end  sa;ility,  vi^udi  hb  sDf- 

Eular  form  showed  he  could  not  mit  possess  over  tht 
uman  species.  A  master  of  his  weapon,  therefan; 
the  Count  menaced  hia  sava^  antagonist  wfk  s 
stroke  on  the  right  side  of  his  bead,  but  soddcalf 
averting  the  blow,  struck  him  with  his  whole  fciceoa 
the  left  temple,  and  in  [an  instant  was  kneeling  show 
him,  when,  drawing  his  dagger,  he  vras  about  lo  ds* 
prive  bun  of  life. 


The  Ourang  Outang;  imorant  of  the  natnre  of  dsi 
new  weapon  with  which  ne  was  threatened,  attesBsi- 
ed  at  one  and  the  same  moment,  to  rise  from  ni 


ground,  overthrow  his  antagonist,  and  wrench  Urn 
dagger  frx>m  his  graap.  In  the  fint  attesoipi,  fai 
would  probably  have  aucoeec^ :  and  as  it  wa%  fai 
gained  his  knees,  and  seemed  likely  to  prevail  ia  ik 
struga^e,  when  he  became  sensible  that  the  kni^ 
drawing  his  poniard  aharply  throng^  his  grasp,  Mi 
cut  his  paw  severely,  and  aeeing  him  aim  the  tna- 
chant  weapon  at  his  throst,  became  probably  swan 
that  his  enemy  had  hia  life  at  command.  He  sofind 
himself  to  be  home  backwards  without  fimber  is- 
sistance,  with  a  deep  wailing  and  melanchoty  or, 
having  in  it  something  human,  which  excited  eoBi- 

Kassbn.    He  coverediiis e]fes  with  the  onwomdd 
and,  as  if  he  would  have  hid  from  his  own  si^t  ihe 
death  which  seemed  s)»roaching  him. 

Count  Robert,  notwithstanding  his  military freon, 
was,  in  ordinary  matters,  a  calm-tempered  and  laai 
man,  and  particularly  benevolent  to  the  lower  dssM 
of  creation.  The  thought  rushed  through  his  nasi 
"  Why  take  from  this  unibrtunate  monster  the  bmifc 
which  is  in  its  nostrils,  after  which  it  cannot  kns* 
another  existence  7  And  then,  may  it  not  be  torn 
prince  or  knight  changed  to  this  gioteaaoe  shsiK 
that  it  may  help  to  guard  these  vauitk  ana  the  »Mp 
derful  adventures  that  attach  to  them  1  Should  I  sol, 
then,  be  guilty  of  a  crime  by  alaying  him,  wfaea  ht 
has  rendered  himself^  rescue  or  no  rescue,  whteb  ht 
has  done  as  completely  aa  his  transformed  fignrr  fth 
mits ;  and  if  ho  be  actually  a  bestial  creature,  mn  fa 
not  have  some  touch  of  gratitude?  I  have  heard  tfa 
minstrels  sing  the  lay  of  Androdea  and  the  Uoo.  I 
will  be  on  my  guard  vrith  him." 

So  saying,  he  rose  from  above  the  man  of  tfa 
woods,  and^permitted  him  also  to  arise.  Hie  crsi- 
ture  seemed  sensible  of  the  clemency,  for  he  msttf' 
ed,  in  a  low  and  supplicating  tone,  which  ssened  tt 
once  to  crave  for  mercy  and  to  return  thanks  fv 
what  he  had  already  experienced.  He  wept  tog  si 
he  aaw  the  blood  dropping  from  his  wound,  and  win 
an  anxious  countenance,  which  bad  more  of  tfa 
human  now  that  it  was  oomp<Med  into  an  oqpieMM 
'  of  pain  and  melancholy,  aeemed  to  await  n  teiiv 
the  '^oom  of  a  being  more  powerfiil  than  himsdC  . 
The  pocket  which  the  knisht  wore  uBderJa 
armour,  capable  of  containing  out  few  thimp.  fa4 
however,  some  vulnerary  balsam,  for  wtadi  D 
owner  had  often  occasion,  a  little  lint,  and  a  sad 
roll  of  linen ;  these  the  knight  took  oot,  and  motio[(' 
to  the  animal  to  hold  forth  his  wounded  hand.  Jm 
man  of  the  woods  obeyed  with  hesitation  sas  n> 
luctance,  and  Count  Robert  applied  the  bafasn  ssd 
the  dressings,  acquainting  hia  patient,  at  the  *sm 
time,  in  a  severe  tone  of  voice,  that  perbsps  be  « 
wrong  in  putting  to  his  use  a  balsam  uiiupwaiW 
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for  the  service  of  the  noblest  knights ;  but  that,  if  he 
saw  the  least  sign  of  his  making  an  ungrateful  uae  of 
the  beneiit  he  had  conferred,  he  would  bury  the  dag- 

ger,  of  which  he  had  felt  the  efficacy,  to  the  very 
andle  in  his  body. 

The  Sylvan  looked  fixedly  upon  Count  Robert, 
almost  as  if  he  underatood  the  language  used  to  him, 
and,  making  one  of  its  native  murmurs,  it  stooped  to 
the  earth,  kissed  the  feet  of  the  knight,  and,  embra- 
cing his  knees,  seemed  to  swear  to  him  eternal  grati- 
tuoe  and  fidelity.  Accordingly,  when  the  Count 
retired  to  the  bed  and  assumed  nia  armour,  to  await 
the  re-opening  of  the  trap-door,  the  animal  sat  down 
by  his  sidi^  directing  his  eyes  in  the  line  with  his,  and 
seemed  quietly  to  wait  till  the  door  ahould  open. 

Afler  waiting  about  an  hour,  a  slight  noise  waa 
heard  in  the  upper  chamber,  and  toe  wild  man 
plucked  the  Frank  by  the  cloak,  as  if  to  call  his 
attention  to  what  was  about  to  happen.  The  same 
voice  which  had  before  spoken,  wasL  after  a  whistle 
or  two,  heard  to  call,  '  Sylvan,  Sylvan  I  where 
loiterest  thou  7  Come  instantly,  or,  by  the  rood,  thou 
ahalt  abye  thy  sloth !" 

The  poor  monster,  asTrincuIo  might  have  called 
him,  seemed  perfectly  aware  of  the  meaning  of  this 
threat,  and  showed  his  sense  of  it  by  pressing  close 
to  the  side  of  Count  Robert,  making  at  the  same  time 
a  kind  of  whining,  entreating,  it  would  seem,  the 
knight's  protection.  Forgetting  the  great  improba- 
bility there  was  even  in  tiis  own  opmion,  that  the 
creature  could  understand  him.  Count  Robert  said, 
"Why,  my  friend,  thou  hast  already  learned  the 
principal  court  prayer  of  this  country,  by  which  man 
entreat  pormiaaion  to  speak  and  live.  Fear  nothing, 
poor  creature — I  am  thy  protector." 

"  Sylvan  !  what,  ho  1"  said  the  voice  again ; 
*  whom  haat  thou  got  for  a  companion  7— some  of  the 
fiends,  or  ghosts  of  murdered  men,  who  they  say  are 
fre(iuent  in  these  dungeons  1  or  dost  thou  converse 
with  the  old  blind  rebel  Glrecian  ?~or,  finally,  is  it 
true  that  men  say  of  thee,  that  thou  canst  talk  mtel- 
ligibly  when  thou  wilt,  and  only  gibberest  and  chat- 
terest  for  fear  thou  art  sent  to  work?  Come,  thou 
lazy  rascal !  thou  shalt  have  the  advantage  of  the 
ladder  to  ascend  by,  though  thou  needst  it  no  more 
than  a  daw  to  ascend  the  steeple  of  the  Cathedral  of 
St  Sophia.*  Come  along  then,"  he  said,  putting  a 
ladder  down  the  trap-door,  "  and  put  me  not  to  the 
trouble  of  descending  to  fetch  thee,  else,  by  St.  Swi- 
thm,  it  shall  be  the  worse  for  thee.  Come  along, 
thereibre,  like  a  good  fellow,  and  for  once  I  shall 
spare  the  whip." 

.  The  animal,  araorently,  was  moved  by  this  rheto- 
nc,  for,  with  a  doleful  look,  which  Count  Robert  saw 
by  means  of  the  nearly  extinguished  torch,  he  seemed 
to  bid  him  farewell,  and  to  creep  away  towards  the 
ladder  with  the  same  excellent  good-will  wherewith 
a  condemned  criminal  performs  the  like  evolution. 
But  no  sooner  did  the  Count  look  angry,  and  shake 
the  formidable  dagger,  than  the  intelligent  animal 
seemed  at  once  to  take  his  resolution^  and  clenching 
his  hands  firmly  together  in  the  fashion  of  one  who 
has  made  up  his  mind,  he  returned  from  the  ladder's 
foot,  and  drew  up  behind  Count  Robert,— with  the 
Dir.  however,  of  a  deserter,  who  feels  himself  but  little 
at  home  when  called  into  the  field  against  his  an- 
aent  commander. 

In  a  short  time  the  warder's  patience  was  ex- 
hausted, and  despairing  of  the  syl van's  voluntary 
mtum.  he  resolved  to  descend  in  quest  of  him.  Down 
me  ladder  he  came,  a  bundle  of  Keys  in  one  hand, 
tbe  other  assisting  his  descent,  and  a  sort  of  dark 
lantern,  whose  bottom  was  so  fashioned  that  he 
could  wear  it  upon  his  head  like  a  hat  He  had 
■carce  stept  on  me  floor,  When  he  was  surrounded 
by  the  nervous  arms  of  the  Count  of  Paris.  At  first 
tbe  warder's  idea  was,  that  he  was  seized  by  the  re- 
ootant  Sylvan. 

"  How  now,  villain !"  he  said  ;  "  let  me  go,  or  thou 
•halt  die  tbe  death.'* 

"Thou  diest  thyself,"  said  the  Count,  who,  be- 
tween the  suiprise  and  his  own  skill  in  wrestling, 
Ut  fully  his  advantage  in  the  struggle. 

*  Now  tbe  cbief  moeqiM  of  ttM  Ottoman  capital 


"Treason!  treason!"  cried  the  warder,  hdarmg 
by  the  voice  that  a  stranger  had  mingled  in  the  con- 
test ;  "  help,  ho  1  above  there !  help,  Heroward— Va- 
rangian I— Anglo-Saxon,  or  whatever  accursed  name 
thou  callest  thyself!" 

While  he  spoke  thus,  the  irresistible  grasp  of  Count 
Robert  seizea  his  throat,  and  choked  nis  utterance. 
They  fell  heavily,  the  jailer  undermost,  upon  the 
floor  of  the  dungeon,  and  Robert  of  Paris,  the  neces- 
sity of  whose  case  excused  the  action,  plunged  his 
dagger  in  the  throat  of  the  unfortunate.  Just  as  he 
didao,  a  noise  of  armour  was  heard,  and,  rattling 
down  the  ladder,  our  acquaintance  Hereward  stood 
on  the  floor  of  the  dungeon.  The  hght,  which  had 
rolled  from  the  head  of  the  warder,  (continued  to 
show  him  streaming  with  blood,  and  in  the  death- 
grasp  of  a  stranger.  Hereward  hesitated  not  to  fly 
to  his  assistance,  and,  seizing  upon  the  Count  of 
Paris  at  the  same  advantage  which  that  knight  had 
gained  over  his  own  adversary  a  moment  before,  held 
him  forcibly  down  with  his  face  to  the  earth. 

Count  Robert  was  one  of  the  strongest  men  of  that 
military  age ;  but  then  so  was  the  Varangian :  and 
save  that  the  latter  had  obtained  a  decided  advan- 
tage by  having  his  antagonist  beneath  him,  it  could 
not  certainly  nave  been  conjectured  which  way  the 
combat  was  to  go. 

"  Yield !  as  your  own  jargon  goes,  rescue  or  no 
rescue,"  said  the  Varangian,  "  or  die  on  the  point  of 
my  dasner !" 

A  French  Count  never  yield^"  answered  Robert, 
who  began  to  conjecture  with  what  sort  of  person  he 
was  engiissed,  "aoovte  all  to  a  vagabond  slave  like 
thee !"  With  this  he  made  an  eflbrt  to  rise,  so  sud' 
den,  so  strong,  so  powerful,  that  he  had  almost 
freed  himself  from  tne  Varangian's  grasp,  had  not 
Hereward,  by  a  violent  exertion  of  his  great  strength, 
preserved  the  advantage  he  had  gained,  and  raised 
his  poniard  to  end  the  strife  for  ever:  but  a  loud 
chuckling  laugh  of  an  unearthly  souna  was  at  this 
instant  heard.  The  Varangian' a  extended  arm  was 
seized  with  vigour,  while  a  rough  arm,  embracing  his 
throat,  turned^  him  over  on  his  back,  and  gave  the 
French  Count  an  opportunity  of  springing  up. 

"  Death  to  thee,  wretch  f"  said  the  Varangian, 
scarce  knowing  whom  he  threatened ;  but  the  man 
of  the  woods  apparently  had  an  awful  recollection  of 
the  prowess  of  human  beings.  He  fled,  therefore, 
swiftly  up  the  ladder,  and  left  Hereward  and  hie  de- 
liverer to  fight  it  out  with  what  success  chance  might 
determine  between  them. 

The  circumstances  seemed  to  argue  a  desperate 
combat;  both  were  tall,  strong,  and  courageous,  both 
baddefensive  armour,  and  the  fatal  and  desperate 
poniard  was  their  only  offensive  weapon.  They 
paused  facing  each  other,  and  examined  eagerly  into 
their  respective  means  ot  defence  before  hazarding  a 
blow,  which,  if  it  missed,  its  attaint  would  certainly 
be  fatally  requited.  During  this  deadly  pausoi.  a 
gleam  shone  from  the  trap-door  above,  as  the  wild 
and  alarmed  visage  of  the  man  of  the  woods  was 
seen  peering  down  by  the  light  of  a  newly  kindled 
torch  which  he  held  as  low  into  the  dungeon  as  he 
well  could. 

"  Fight  bravely,  comrade,"  said  Count  Robert  of 
Paris,  for  we  no  longer  battle  in  private;  this  re- 
spectable person  having  chosen  to  constitute  himself 
judse  of  tne  field." 

Hazardous  as  his  situation  was,  the  Varangian 
bokcd  up,  and  was  so  struck  with  the  wild  and  ter- 
rified expression  which  the  creature  had  assumed, 
and  the  strife  between  curiosity  and  terror  which  its 

grotesque  features  exhibited,  that  he  could  not  help 
ursting  into  a  fit  of  laughter. 

"  Sylvan  is  among  those,"  said  Hereward,  "  who 
would  rather  hold  the  candle  to  a  dance  so  formkla- 
ble  than  join  in  it  himself." 

"  Is  there  then,"  said  Count  Robert,  "  any  absolute 
necessity  that  thou  and  I  perform  this  dance  at 
all?" 

"None  but  our  own  pleasure"  answered  Here- 
ward, "for  I  suspect  there  is  not  between  us  any  legi' 
timate  cause  of  quarrel  demanding  to  be  fought  out 
in  such  a  place,  and  before  such  a  9pecutor.    Thou 
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art,  if  1  mistake  not,  the  bold  Frank,  who  was  yes- 
ternight imprisoDed  in  this  place  with  a  tiger,  chained 
within  no  aistant  spring  of  his  bed  1" 

"  I  am,"  answered  the  Count 

"  And  where  is  the  animal  who  was  opposed  to 
thee?" 

"He  lies  yonder,"  answered  the  Count,  "never 
•gain  to  be  tne  object  of  more  terror  than  the  deer 
whom  he  may  have  preyed  on  in  his  day."  He 
pointed  to  the  body  of  the  tiger,  which  Herewara  ex- 
amined by  the  light  of  the  dark  lantern  already  men- 
tioned. 

"And  this,  then,  waa  thy  handiwork?"  said  the 
wondering  Anglo-Saxon. 

"  Sooth  to  say  it  was"— answered  the  Count,  with 
indiiierence. 

"And  thou  hast  slain  my  comrade  of  this  strange 
watch  ?"  said  the  Varangian. 

"  Mortally  wounded  hun  at  the  least,"  said  Count 
Robert.  ,    ,, 

"  With  your  patience.  I  will  be  beholden  to  you  for 
a  moment's  truce,  while  I  examine  his  wound,"  said 
Hereward. 

•  "Assuredly,"  answered  the  Count;  "blighted  be 
the  arm  which  strikes  a  foul  blow  at  an  open  antago- 
nist!" 

Without  demanding  further  security,  the  Varan- 
gian quitted  his  posture  of  defence  and  precaution, 
and  set  himseU^  by  the  assistance  of  the  dark  lantern, 
to  examine  the  wound  of  the  first  warder  who  ap- 
pealed on  the  field,  who  seemed,  by  his  Roman  mili- 
tary dress,  to  be  a  soldier  of  the  bands  called  Immor- 
tals. He  found  him  in  the  death  agony,  but  still  able 
to  speak.  . 

"  SOj  Varangian,  thou  art  come  at  last,  and  it  is  to 
thy  sloth  or  treachery  that  I  am  to  impute  my  fate  ?— 
Nay,  answer  me  not !— The  stranger  struck  mc  over 
the  collar-bone— had  we  lived  long  together,  or  mei 
often,  I  had  done  the  like  by  thee,  to  wipe  out  the 
memory  of  certain  transactions  at  the  Golden  Gate. 
I  know  the  use  of  ,the  knife  too  well  to  doubt  the 
effect  of  a  blow  aimed  over  the  collar-bone  bv  so 
strong  a  hand— I  feel  it  coming-  The  Immortal,  so 
cailetf  becomes  now,  if  priests  say  truo,  an  immor- 
tal indeed,  and  Sebastes  of  My  tilcne's  bow  is  broken 
ere  his  quiver  is  half  emptied.' 

The  robber  Greek  sunk  back  in  Hereward's  arms, 
and  closed  his  life  with  a  gruan,  which  was  the  last 
sound  he  uttered.  The  Varangian  laid  the  body  at 
length  on  the  dungeon  floor. 

"This  is  a  perplexed  matter"- he  said ;  "  I  am  cer- 
tainly not  called  upon  to  put  to  death  a  brave  man, 
although  my  national  enemy,  because  he  hath  killed  a 
miscreant  who  wasprivately  meditating  my  own  mur- 
der. Neither  is  this  a  place  or  a  light  by  which  to 
fif^t  as  becomes  the  champions  of  two  nations.  Let 
that  quarrel  be  still  for  the  present.— How  say  you 
then,  noble  sir,  if  we  adjourn  the  present  dispute  till 
we  dfTect  your  deliverance  from  the  dungeons  of  the 
Blaoguemal,  and  your  restoration  to  your  own  friends 
and  folio  were?  if  a  poor  Varangian  should  be  of 
service  to  you  is  this  matter,  would  you.  when  it  was 
settled,  Pefuse  to  meet  him  in  fair  fignt,  with  your 
national  weapons  or  his  own  ?" 

"  If,"  said  Count  Robert,  "  whether  friend  or  enemy, 
thou  wilt  extend  thy  assistance  to  my  wife,  who  is 
also  imprisoned  somewhere  in  this  inhospitable 
palace,  be  assured,  that  whatever  be  thv  rank,  what- 
ever be  thy  country,  whatever  be  tny  condition, 
Robert  of  Paris  will,  at  thy  choice,  proffer  thee  his 
right  hand  in  friendsnip,  or  raise  it  against  thee  in 
fair  and  manly  battle— a  strife  not  of  natred,  but  of 
honour  and  esteem ;  and  this  I  vow  by  the  soul  of 
Charlemagne,  my  ancestor,  and  by  the  shrine  of  my 
patroness.  Our  Lady  of  the  Broken  Lances." 

"Enough  said,"  replied  Hereward.  "I  am  as 
much  bound  to  the  assistance  of  your  Lady  Coun- 
tess, being  a  poor  exile,  as  if  I  were  the  firat  in  the 
ranks  of  chivalry;  for  if  any  thing  can  make  the 
cause  of  worth  and  bravery  yet  more  obligatory,  it 
must  be  its  being  united  with  that  of  a  helpless  and 
sunenng  female." 

"I  outfht,"  said  Count  Robert,  " to  be  here  silent, 
without  loading  thy  generosity  with  farther  requests ; 


yet  thou  art  a  man.  whom,  if  fortune  has  not  smflcd 
at  thy  birth,  by  oixiaining  thee  to  he  bora  wittun  the 
ranks  of  noblesse  and  knighthood,  yet  ProvideBoe 
hath  done  thee  more  justice  by  giving  thee  a  moa 
frallant  heart  than  is  always  possessed,  I  iiear,  bj 
those  who  are  inwoven  in  toe  gayest  wxeath  of  ctu- 
valry.  There  lingera  here  in  tnoe  dungBons,  fori 
cannot  say  he  lives— a  blind  old  man,  to  whom  fo 
three  yean  every  thing  beyond  his  prison  has  been  t 
univeraal  blot.  His  food  is  bread  and  water,  his  in- 
tercourse limited  to  the  conversation  of  a  sulku 
warder,  and  if  death  can  ever  come  as  a  deliverer,  t 
must  be  to  this  dark  old  man.  What  sayst  tbonl 
Shall  he,  so  unutterably  miserable,  not  profit  by  per 
haps  the  only  opportunity  of  freedom  that  may  em 
occur  to  him  ?" 

"By  St.  Dunstan,"  answered  the  Vanttgaa, 
"thou  keepest  over  truly  the  oath  thou  hast  takn 
as  a  redresser  of  wrongs !  Thine  own  case  is  weal 
nigh  desperate,  and  thou  art  willmg  to  make  a 
utterly  so  by  uniting  with  it  that  of  every  unham 
person  whom  fate  throws  in  thy  way!" 

''The  more  of  human  misery  we  attempt  u  n- 
lieve,"  said  Robert  of  Paris,  •Mbe  more  we  hM 
carry  with  us  the  blessing  of  our  merciful  samti 
and  Our  Lady  of  the  Broken  Lancee,  who  viewi 
with  so  much  pain  ever}'  species  of  human  eufltfin: 
or  misfortune,  fave  that  which  occurs  withm  ific 
enclosure  of  the  list.  But  come,  valiant  Ansio- 
Saxon,  resolve  me  on  my  request  as  speedily  as  uks 
canst.  There  is  something  in  thy  face  ot  candov 
as  wfll  as  9ense,  end  it  is  with  no  small  confidcoa 
that  1  (!«*fire  to  tee  us  set  forth  in  ^uesl  of  my  be 
loved  Countess,  who,  when  her  deliverance  is  oort 
acliiinci],  will  be  a  powerful  aid  to  us  in  nco\wn 
ihut  of  others." 

"So  be  it,  then"  said  the  Varancian;  "wtv^ 
prorwd  in  que sst  of  the  Countess  Brcnhilda;  acii. 
on  rccovirinj?  hrr,  wc  find  ourselves  strufig  eaoiis. 
to  procure  the  freedom  of  the  dark  old  man,  ie> 
cowardice,  or  want  of  compassion,  shall  never  sav 
the  attempt." 


•     CHAPTER  XVII. 

Ti«  itnnfe  that,  io  the  daric  •uiphurMw*  tmae 
Where  wild  ambition  piles  iti  riL^ninf  stores 
OrMlumberinff  Uinnder,  Love  will  ioterpow 
Hifl  tinjr  torrh.  and  raoac  the  tte-tn  cxptoooo 
Tu  bueit,  when  Ibe  deviier**  lea«i  awaie  - 


AnoLT  noon  of  the  same  day,  Agelast('j»  tnti  w* 
Achilles  Tatius,  the  commander  of  the  VaraajtJ* 
^unrd,  in  tliose  ruins  of  the  Eg>'ptiaii  tcmpit  a 
which  we  formerly  mentioned  Herewani  har^n^  bat 
an  interview  with  the  philosopher.  They  met,  asi 
seemed,  in  a  very  different  numour.  Tatras  «» 
t^loomy,  melancholy,  and  downcast}  whilr  the  pb- 
losopher  maintained  the  calm  indifirerrnoe  vovt 
procured  for  him,  and  in  some  sort  deservni  ik 
litle  of  the, Elephant.  "Thou  hlencbest,  icUb 
Tatius,"  said  the  philosopher,  "  now  that  tkou  &«* 
frankly  opposed  thyself  to  all  the  dangers  wh<i 
stood  between  thee  and  greatness.  Thou  art  Iv 
the  idle  boy  who  turned  the  mill-stream  upon  ttt 
machine,  and  that  done,  instead  of  making  a  prH« 
use  of  it,  was  terrified  at  seeing  it  in  nM>tion.'* 

"Thou  dost  me  wron^  Agdasies."  answered 'if 
Acolyte,  "foul  wrong;  I  am  but  like  the  manac 
who.  although  detenmned  upon  his  voyage,  yetc» 
not  lorbear  a  sorrowing  glance  at  the  aboie,  hdo 
he  partd  with  it,  it  may  ne  for  ever." 

It  may  have  been  right  to  think  of  this,  butpir- 
don  me,  valiant  Tatius,  when  I  tell  yon  the 


should  have  been  made  up  before ;  and  the  paoiStf 
of  Algi\ric  the  Hun  ought  to  have  computed  chaaoii 
and  consequences  ere  he  stretched  h^  hand  tsv 
master's  diadem." 

"  Hush !  for  Heaven*s  sake,"  aakl  Tatius,  iockiu 
round ;  "  that  thou  knoweat,  is  a  secret  betwes*' 
two  selves;  for  if  Nic^horus,  the  Cssar,  »h»- 
Icflrti  it,  where  were  we  and  our  conspiracy  ^ 

'Our  bodies  on  the  gibbet,  probabb,"  aoiwr* 
Agdastcs  '*  and  our  souls  divorced  fiiom  ihaov  tft- 
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m  the  way  of  discovenng  the  Recrets  which  thou  hast 
hitherto  taken  upon  trust." 

)^  Well,"  said  Achilles,  "and  should  not  the  con- 
Ktousness  of  the  possibility  of  this  fate  render  us 
cautious  7" 

"Cautious  men  if  you  will,"  answered  Agelsstes, 
"  but  not  timid  children." 

"  Slone  walls  can  hear" — said  the  Follower  lower- 
inff  his  voice.  "Dionysius  the  tyrant,  I  have  read, 
had  an  Ear  which  conveyed  to  him  the  secrets 
spoken  within  his  state-prison  at  Syracuse." 

I' And  that  Ear  is  still  stationary  at  S>Tacuse," 
said  the  philosopher.    "Tell  me,  my  most  simple' 
friend,  art  thou  afraid  it  has  been  transported  hiiner 
in  one  night,  as  the  Latins  believe  of  Our  Lady's 
house  of  Loretto  ?"        . 

"  No,"  answered  Achilles,  "  but  in  an  affair  so  im- 
portant too  much  caution  cannot  be  used." 

"  Well,  thou  most  cautious  of  candidates  for  empire, 
and  most  cold  of  military  leaders,  know  that  the , 
Caesar,  deeming,  I  think,  that  them  is  no  chance  of: 
the  empire  falling  to  anv  one  but  himself,  hath  taken 
in  his  bead  to  consider  nis  succossion  tu  Alexius  as  a 
matter  of  course,  whenever  the  election  takes  place. 
In  consequence,  as  matters  of  course  arc  usually  mat- 
ters of  indifference,  he  has  left  all  thoughts  of  securing 
his  interest  upon  this  material  occasion  to  thee  and 
to  me,  while  the  foolish  voluptuary  hath  himself  run 
mad— for  what  think  you  7  iSoniething  between  man 
and  woman — ^female  in  her  lineaments,  her  Hmbs, 
and  a  part  at  least  of  her  garmeiU:* ;  but,  so  help  me 
St.  George,  most  masculine  in  the  rest  of  her  attire, 
in  her  propensities,  and  in  Iut  exercises." 

"The  Amazonian  wife  thou  meanest,"  said  Achilles, 
"of  that  iron-handed  Frank,  who  dashed  to  pieces 
last  night  the  golden  lion  of  Solomun  with  a  blow  of' 
his  fist }    By  St.  George,  the  least  which  can  come 
of  such  an  amour  is  broken  bones." 

"  That,"  said  Agelastes,  "  is  nut  quite  so  improba- 
ble as  that  Dionysius*8  Ear  should  fly  hither  from 
Syracuse  in  a  single  night ;  but  Ik-  is  presumptuous 
in  respect  of  the  intluence  which  his  supposed  good 
looks  nave  gained  him  among  the  Grecian  dames." 

''  He  WHS  too  presumptuous,  I  suppobe,"  said 
Achilles  Tatius,  "  to  make  a  proper  allowance  for  his 
situation  as  Cxsar,  and  the  prospect  of  his  being 
Emperor." 

"Mean  time,"  said  Agelastes,  "1  have  proniisixl 
him  an  inter\'iew  with  his  Bradainante,  who  may  per- 
haps reward  his  tender  epithets  of  Zoe  kai  psyche^* 
by  divorcing  his  amorous  soul  from  his  unrivalled 
person." 

"Mean  time,"  said  the  Follower,  "  thou  obtainest, 
I  conclude,  such  orders  and  warrants  as  the  Cicsar 
can  give  for  the  furtherance  of  our  plot  ?" 

"Assuredly,"  said  Agelastes,  "it  is  an  opportunity 
not  to  bo  lost.  This  love  fit,  or  mad  fit,  has  blinded 
him;  and  without  exciting  too  much  attention  to  tlie 
proiSTefs  of  the  plot,  wc  can  thus  in  safety  conduct 
matters  our  own  way,  without  oaui<iiig  malevolent 
remarks ;  and  though  I  am  conscious  that,  in  doing 
■0, 1  act  somewhat  at  variance  with  my  age  and  cha- 
racter, yet  the  end  being  to  convert  a  worthy  Fol- 
lower into  an  Imperial  Leader,  I  shame  ww.  not  in 
procuring  that  interview  with  the  lady,  of  which  the 
Csaar,  as  they  term  him,  is  so  (ic«>iirous.— What  pro- 
gress, mean  while,  hast  thou  made  w'irh  the  Vnnm- 
jUtna,  who  are,  in  respect  of  execution,  the  ver\'  arm 
of  our  design?* 

"Scarce  so  good  as  I  could  wish,"  said  .Vchilles 
Tatius;  "yet  I  have  made  bure  of  tfomc  two  or  three 
■core  of  those  whom  I  lound  m«)st  accessible ;  nor 
have  I  any  doubt  that  when  the  C.'<rsar  is  set  aside, 
their  cry  will  be  for  .Achilles  Tatius." 

"And  what  of  the  gallant  who  assisted  at  our  pre- 
lections ?"  said  Agela.'«tes ;  "  your  Edward,  as  Alexius 
termed  hirn  7"    . 

"I  have  made  no  impression  upon  him,"  said  the 
Follower ;  "  and  I  am  sorry  for  it,  for  lie  is  one  whom 
his  comrades  think  well  of,  and  would  gladly  follow. 
Mean  time  I  have  placed  him  as  an  additional  senti- 
nel upon  the  iron-witted  Count  of  Paris,  whom,  both 
having  an  inveterate  love  of  battle,  he  is  very  likely  to 

-  "  Lift  and  Soul." 
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put  to  death ;  and  if  it  is  afterwards  challenged  by  the 
cruinders  as  a  cause  of  war,  it  is  only  delivering  up 
the  Varangian,  whose  personal  hatred  will  needs  be 
rcnresentod  as  having  occasioned  the  catastrophe. 
All  this  being  prepareii  beforehand,  how  and  when 
shall  we  deal  with  the  Emperor?" 

"For  that,"  said  Agelastes,  "  we  must  consult  the 
C'Ssar,  who,  although  his  expected  happiness  of  to- 
day is  not  more  certain  than  the  state  preferment  that 
he  expects  to-inorrow\  and  although  his  ideas  are 
much  more  anxiously  fixed  upon  his  success  with  this 
said  Countess  than  his  succession  to  the  empire,  will, 
nevertheless,  expect  to  be  treated  as  the  head  of  the 
enterprise  for  accelerating  the  latter.  But.  to  speak 
my  opinion,  valiant  Tatius.  to-morrow  will  be  the  last 
dav  tliat  Alexius  shall  hold  the  reins  of  empire." 

Let  me  know  for  certain,"  said  the  Follower.  "  as 
soon  as  thou  canst,  that  I  may  warn  our  brethren, 
who  are  to  have  in  readiness  the  insurgent  citizens, 
and  those  of  the  Immortals  who  are  combined  with 
us,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  court^  and  in  readiness 
to  act— And,  above  all,  that  I  may  disperse  upon  dis- 
tant guards  such  Varantdans  as  I  cannot  trust." 

"Rely  upon  me,"  safd  Agelastes,  "for  the  most 
accurate  information  and  instructions,  so  soon  as  I 
have  seen  Nicephorus  Briennius.  One  word  permit 
me  to  ask— In  what  manner  is  the  wife  of  the  Ctesar 
to  be  disposed  of  ?*' 

"  Somewhere  "  said  the  Follower,  "  where  I  can 
never  be  compelled  to  hear  more  of  her  historj'.  Were 
it  not  for  that  niuhtly  pest  of  her  lectures.  I  could  be 
good-natured  enough  to  take  care  of  her  destinv  my- 
self, and  teach  her  the  difference  betwixt  a  real  em* 
peror  and  this  Briennius,  who  thinks  so  much  of  him- 
self" So  saying  they  separated ;  the  Follower  elated 
in  look  and  manner  considerably  above  what  he  had 
been  when  tht-y  met. 

Agelastes  looked  after  his  companion  with  a  scorn- 
ful laugh.  "There,"  he  said,  'goes  a  fool,  whose 
lack  of  sense  prevents  his  eyes  from  beini;  dazzled  by 
the  torch  which  cannot  fail  to  consume  him.  A  hall- 
briKl,  half-acting,  half- thinking,  half-daring  caitiff, 
whose  poorest  thoughts -and  those  which  de6er\'e 
that  name  must  be  poor  indeed— are  not  the  produce 
of  his  own  understanding,  fie  expects  to  circumvent 
the  fiery,  haughty,  and  proud  Xicephorus  Briennius ! 
If  he  does  so,  it  will  not  be  bv  his  own  policy,  and 
still  less  by  his  valour.  Nor  snail  Anna  Comnena, 
the  soul  of^wit  and  genius,  be  chained  to  such  an  un- 
imainnative  log  us  yonder  half  barbarian.  No— she 
shall  have  a  husband  of  pure  Grecian  extraction,  and 
well  stored  with  that  learning  which  was  studied 
when  Rome  was  gn-at,  and  Greece  illustrious.  Nor 
will  it  be  the  least  charm  of  the  Imperial  throne,  that 
it  is  partaken  by  a  partner  whose  personal  studies 
have  taught  her  to  esteem  and  value  those  of  the 
Emperor."  He  took  a  step  or  two  with  conscioua 
elevation,  and  then,  as  conscience-checked,  he  added, 
in  a  suppressed  voic^,  "  But  then,  if  Anna  were  des- 
tined for  Empress,  it  follows  of  course  that  Alexiua 
must  die— no  consent  could  bo  trusted  to.— And  what 
then  ?— the  death  of  an  ordinary  man  is  indifferent, 
will  :i  It  plants  on  the  throne  a  philosopher  and  a  his- 
toiiai: :  and  at  what  tiine  were  the  possessors  of  the 
eiii:>irL'  '.urious  to  inquire  when  or  by  whose  agency 
thviiprtJecvi'sorsdii'd  ?— Diogenes!  Ho,  Diogenes! ' 
Th«  iJave  did  not  immediately  come,  so  that  Age- 
lastes, wrapt  in  the  anticipation  of  his  greatness,  had 
tinie  to  add  a  few  more  words — "Tush — I  must  reckon 
with  Heaven,  say  the  priests,  for  many  things,  so  I 
will  throw  this  uI:>m  into  the  account.  The  death  of 
the  Emperor  may  In-  twenty  wavs  achieved  without 
my  having  the  blame  of  it.  The  blood  which  we  have 
shed  may  spot  our  hand,  if  dobcly  regarded,  but  it 
shall  scarce  stain  our  forehead."  Diogenes  here  en- 
tered—" Has  the  Frank  lady  been  removed  1"  sakl 
the  philosopher. 

The  slave  .<signifieii  his  assent. 

"  How  did  she  bear  her  removal?" 

"  As  authorized  by  your  lordship,  indifferently  well. 
She  had  resented  her  separation  from  her  husband, 
and  her  being  detaineil  in  the  palace,  and  committed 
some  \iolcnce  upon  the  slaves  of  the  Household, 
several  of  whom  were  said  to  be  slain,  although  we 


and  I  depoailcd  her  in  the  secret  Cyiheraan  go 

"  Aciminbly  done,  my  fsilhfiil  Dio(f<>neB,"  sb 
piiibaopher;      than  Rrt  like  the  Kcnii  who  ntv 

wll  In  ihee.  anri  U  is  Been mpli shed." 
I)ii>gene9  bow«d  de^ly,  and  withdrew. 
'Yet  remember,  niiive!"    said  Agelaales,  a 
m^  In  himwif  1      there  ia  danger  in  knoHin     c 
tniich— and  shnuld  my  chBrKCIer  pver  become 
lionel,  too  many  of  my  secreia  are  in  tlie  po 

At  tliis  moment  a  blow  tliHce  repealnl,  and 
apon  unc  uf  (he  images  wilhoiil,  which  lind  bee 
to  rrnninl  ai  to  reittm  a  (inkling  •oiind.  and      t 
fcr  dractyed  the  praiM  of  beinK  vocal,  interrupted 

"There  knock«,"Biiid  lie,  "oneofour  slIicB 
canilbe  IhaK-omca  an  later'  He  touched  [he 
of  laia  with  lit*  *laj||  and  the  Caianr  Nicep 
BricntdD*  entered  in  Ihe  full  Cirerian  hnhit.  an 
Snictful  Ana)  anxiouaty  nrrancMl  to  (hn  bcFi  a 
tafie.  "  L>-l  itic  hope,  my  Lord,"  aaid  Anelaai 
ceivini;  ihe  Cicsar  wiih  an  apparently  ^nvc  a 
aervtd  hce,  "  your  Highness  i-umva  to  lell  m 
your  snilimcn[B  are  chanuni  on  n:tlnc(ion,  an 
whatever  you  had  to  confrr  ohout  with  thia  Fta 
hdy.  may  lie  ar  luasl  dt-forred  until  (he  principa 
of  niir  iwisipiracr  has  been  aurreasCullr  executed 

"  Philoac^her,  anawi;red  the  Cwar,  no 
reiulutiiin,  once  taken,  Is  not  the  aporl  nf  rirci 
•taiieea.  Bdiiive  tlie,  Ihal  I  bave  doi  finish 
many  laboura  without  beins  rtauy  ■•>  unih 
othera.  Thn  favour  of  V<^iia  is  the  reward 
laboiira  of  MBr^  nor  would  1  ihink  i(  worth  w 
worshiti  the  god  armipflt«nt  with  Ihe  toil  an 


"I  (mi;  pnrdon  for  nir  fwltinees,"  Mid  .^gelnsiea; 
"  but  haa  your  Imperinl  llighnMB  reflected,  ihat  yuu 
were  wa^tring,  wiili  the  »ndes(  rashness,  an  cin(nrc, 
inrlu-lin^  thine  own  life,  mine,  atid  all  who  ate  jumen 
wi'li  ua  ill  a  hardy  sulieme  t  And  Kgainal  what  were 
they  waged'!  Against  the  very  precarious  favoarof 
•  woman,  who  is  alli^lhcr  divided  belwixt  fiend 
■n<l  finiafe,  and  in  either  rapaeit^ia  moH  Ukiily  to 
be  fatal  lo  our  prewnt  achenie,  Kither  br  her  Rood 
will,  or  by  (ho  offence  which  ihv  mar  lahe.  Ii  she 
prove  such  as  yoii  wish,  ahe  will  desre  lo  keep  her 
lover  by  her  aide,  and  lu  spare  him  llic  danger  of  en- 
miimgina  perilousconspiracy!  and  if  she  rem  a  in  h, 
aa  llie  world  believe  her,  eonsiani  to  her  husbanii, 
ind  to  Iba  scull 
yOD  may  kucbb 


"Pshaw,  old  man  l  Thou  lurnesi  a  dolard,  and  in 
the  great  knowledge  (hou  iiosspsaeat  of  other  ihinga, 
haet  forgotten  the  knowledec  bes-i  worth  knowing— 
Ihatof  ihobeBUIiful  part  of  the  cnaiinu.  Think  of 
the  inipreaaiiin  likely  lo  be  made  by  n  catloni  nnihiit 

upon  a  lady  who  must  Srar  llic  consequences  of  re. 
fusal  I  Come,  A^Iaiitea,  let  mc  have  no  more  of  thy 
raoakiug,  augitnng  bad  fortune  like  the  raven  from 
Ihe  blasted  oak  on  tha  Icf^  hand;  hut  do'laim,  as 
well  thou  canst,  how  faint  heart  never  won  fnir  ladi-, 
and  how  ihoie  best  deaervc  empire  who  can  wrcailie 
the  myttlcfl  of  Venna  with  the  lautels  of  Mare. 
Come,  man,  undo  me  the  aecrol  entrance  which 
combines  these  magical  ruius  nilh  groves  that  sre 
fashioned  rather  liks  those  of  Cythtm:  or  Naius." 

."It  must  be  as  you  wilH"  Baid*  Ihe  phUosa[.hcr, 
with  B  d«p  and  snniewhal  affected  sieh. 

"  Here,  Diogenes !"  called  aloud  theCKSaij  "when 
thou  an  summoned,  mischief  ii  not  (ar  distant. 
Cnmeiuodo  theBecteieotranee.  Mischief,  uiy  irusiy 


D  tPrntr.  XVtn. 

answer  the  Em 

ho  tetorncd  bim 

proposal.     Dio- 

p  'ntd  wall  which 

1  ^  all  of  which  he 

ed        lie  poElem  door, 

m  ihe  ihrethclj 

1  all  of  which  ihE 

d  for  the  puipoie 

ee,    said  ABelaaies  lo 

h  ,    po  peril  of  thy  life,    ll 

id  pen  at  this  peiiod 

n   ge  hand  tohis  snbTf 


Dio  e  Ca;aar:  ''tliou 

di  an  honrat  man, 

d    see       m        eedasav  thou  ha" 
>  e.    Nail  ihoii  ip 

bs  hcf  rani-e  of  the  plact, 

ccled,  till  our  re- 
no  who  may  be  st- 
pnsaage." 
I»v«  the  lamp  LI 
wed  he  light  thrfinsh 
~ '        sasc  well  Bupplitc 


cnrdena,"  ml'. 
ytherea,  whrrt  I 
ihyaclE  I  thiuk. 
he  road,  hanu: 


aid   he       aar,  "  are  due  lu 
e«       o  forget*  his  oa  :• 
\  IS  rriends.'' 


CHAPTER  XVIIl 


„.. — lino  to  admit. 

Tli»  vli-n!"Ofthe  Vanngian  were  all  of  i  Eai  nanirsl 
!■■  cd  kind  which  nature  hciaelf  dictates  (a 

pt  "lacritv  lo  mnt  dBnger,  had  beenst- 

ijiii  i,  ll',  had  aJl  thalbravery.Bencrosiiy,  andlo" 
111  iniii'i^iimre.  which  waapoaseased  by  (he  rude  soldier. 
v--ixh  Ihe  virtues,  partly  real,  partly  fantaaiir,  whicn 
ihotenf  his  rank  and  country  acquired  from  ibespiHiof 
chivalry.  Theoneinighl  bo  compared  to  the  diamond 
as  ii  came  from  the  mine,  before  it  had  yet  iMciinl 
thf  Bdinntngesof  cutting  and  iwiiinpi  the  other  wt» 
itip  ninnrnontfd  gem,  whicli.  rut  into  facets  ami 
ri'^hly  ;>.'(,  had  lo^t  perhaps  a  Utile  of  ilB  nriginBl  nb- 
.stJinLe,  ui  Biill,  at  the  aaine  lime,  to  lhee)eof  aa 
iiiupL'i'i'ir,  liad  somrlliinc  more  showy  and  iplciidid 
i! »  ll'  II  it  was.  according  to  thephnse  of  lapida- 

I  ■  iMQ.  Cliance,  therefore,  had  midr  i 
alliance  between  iwo  meti,  the  founitatiin 
i-haracters  bore  such  sirong  reicmblBiiw 
her  thai  they  were  only  sepBiited  b^a 
iu^ai  ion,  which  had  loft  Rgid  pnjudiMsas 
and  which  prfJBdiceB  wcra  not  unliktb 
iiBr  to  each  olhar.  The  Vu«ngiui  coiD- 
.  cnnvcrsalion  with  IbeConnt  in •  ieDc« 
" .  apptoaehuw  neanr  ID  mdoMM  than  IM 
I  .>;.u:.'-i  Wit  awar«  or  MM  much  of  wttch,  Ibo^ 
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most  innooentlr  intended  by  Hereward,  might  be. 
uken  amiss  by  his  new  brother  in  arms.  The  most 
offensive  part  of  his  deportment,  however,  was  a 
blunt,  bold  disref^ard  to  tne  title  of  those  wnom  he 
addressed,  adhennK  thereby  to  the  manners  of  the 
Saxons,  from  whom  he  drew  liis  descent,  and  which 
was  likely  to  be  at  least  unplcasine  to  tlie  Franks  as 
well  as  Normans,  who  had  already  received  and  be- 
come very  tenacious  of  the  privileges  of  the  feudal 
svstem,  the  mummery  of  heraldry,  and  the  warlike 
claims  assumed  by  knights,  as  belonging  only  to 
their  own  order. 

Hereward  was  apt,  it  must  be  owned,  to  think  too 
little  of  these  distinctions ;  while  he  had  at  least  a 
sufficient  tendency  to  think  enough  of  the  power  and 
wealth  of  the  Greek  empire  wliicii  he  servcd,--of  the 
dignitv  inherent  in  Alexius  Comnenus,  and  which  he 
was  also  disposed  to  grant  to  the  Grecian  officers, 
who,  under  tne  Emperor  commanded  his  own  corps, 
and  particularly  to  Achilles  Tatius.  This  man  Here- 
ward knew  to  Be  a  coward,  and  half-suspected  to  be 
a  villain.  Still,  how^evcr,  tne  Follower  was  always 
the  direct  channel  through  which  the  Imperial  graces 
were  conferred  on  the  Varangians  in  general,  as  well 
as  upon  Hereward  himself;  and  he  had  always  the 
policy  to  represent  such  favours  as  being  more  or  less 
mdirectly  the  conseguence  of  his  own  intercession. 
He  was  supposed  vigorously  to  espouse  the  quarrel 
of  the  Varangians,  in  all  the  disputes  between  them 
and  the  other  corps ;  he  was  liberal  and  open-handed ; 
^ve  every  soldier  his  due;  and,  bating  the  trifling 
circumstance  of  valour,  which  was  not  particularly 
his  forte,  it  would  have  been  difficult  for  tnesc  stran- 

grs  to  have  demanded  a  leader  more  to  their  wishes, 
(sides  this,  our  friend  Hereward  was  admitted  by 
him  into  his  society,  attended  him,  as  we  have  seen, 
upon  secret  expeditions,  and  shared,  therefore,  deeply 
in  what  may  be  termed  by  an  expressive,  though  vul- 
gnr  phrase,  the  sneaking  kindness  entertained  for 
this  new  Achilles  by  the  greater  part  of  his  myrmi- 
dons. 

Their  attachment  might  be  explained,  perhaps,  as  a 
liking  to  their  commandcr,as  strong  as  could  well  exist 
with  a  marvellous  lack  of  honour  and  esteem.  The 
scheme,  therefore,  formed  by  Hereward  to  effect  the 
deliverance  of  the  Count  of  Paris,  comprehended  as 
much  faith  to  the  Emperor,  and  his  representative, 
the  Acolyte  or  Follower,  as  was  consistent  with  ren- 
dering justice  to  the  injured  Frank. 

In  lurtherance  of  this  plan,  he  conducted  Count 
Robert  from  the  subterranean  vaults  of  the  Blacauer- 
nal,  of  the  intricacies  of  which  he  was  master,  hav- 
ing been  repeatedly,  of  late,  stationed  sentinel  there, 
for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  that  knowledge  of  which 
Tatius  promised  himself  the  advantage  in  the  ensu- 
ing conspiracy.  When  they  were  in  the  open  air, 
and  at  some  distance  from  the  gloomy  towers  of  the 
Palace,  he  bluntly  asked  the  Count  ot  Paris  whether 
he  knew  Agelastes  the  Philosopher.  The  other  an- 
swered in  the  negative. 

"  Look  you  now,  Sir  Knight,  you  hurt  yourself  in 
attempting  to  impose  upon  me,"  said  Hereward. 
"You  roust  know  him;  for  I  saw  you  dined  with 
him  yesterday." 

"O !  with  that  learned  old  man  7"  said  the  Coimt. 
"  I  know  nothing  of  him  worth  owning  or  disguising 
to  thes  or  any  one.  A  wily  person  he  is,  half  nerald 
and  half  minstrel." 

"  Half  procurer  and  whole  knave,"  subjoined  the 
Varangian.  "  With  the  mask  of  apparent  good- 
hnmour  he  conceals  his  pandering  to  the  vices  of 
pcben ;  with  the  specious  jargon  of  philosophy,  he 
has  aimied  himself  out  of  religious  belief  and  moral 
princiiHe ;  and,  with  the  appearance  of  the  most  de- 
voted loyalty,  he  will,  if  ne  is  not  checked  in  time, 
cither  argue  his  too  confiding  master  out  of  life  and 
•mpiiBy  or,  if  he  fails  in  this,  reason  his  simple  asso- 
datea  into  death  and  misery." 

"And  do  you  know  all  this,"  soid  Count  Robert, 
"and permit  this  man  to  go  un impeached 7" 

"O,  content  you,  sir"  replied  the  Varangian;  "I 
ouioot  yet  fbrm  any  plot  which  Agelastes  may  not 
oountermina ;  but  tne  time  will  come,  nay  it  is  ahready 
*BPitmrhingt  when  the  Emperor's  attention  shall  be 


irresistibly,  turned  to  the  conduct  of  this  man  and 
then  let  the  philosopher  sit  fast,  or  by  St.  DuuHtau 
the  barbarian  overthrows  him !  I  would  only  fain, 
methinks.  save  from  his  clutches,  a  foolish  friend, 
who  has  listened  to  his  delusions." 

"  But  what  have  I  to  do  "  said  the  Count,  "  with 
this  man,  or  with  his  plots?" 

"  Much,"  said  Hereward,  "  although  you  know  it 
not.  The  main  supporter  of  tins  nlot  is  no  other 
than  the  Cesar,  who  ought  to  be  tne  most  faithful 
of  men ;  but  ever  since  Alexius  has  named  a  Sebas- 
tocrator.  an  officer  that  is  higher  in  rank,  and  nearer 
to  the  throne  than  the  C&esar  himself,  so  long  has 
Nicephorus  Briennius  been  displeased  and  dissatis- 
fied, though  for  what  length  of  time  he  has  joined 
the  schemes  of  the  astucious  Agelastes,  it  is  more 
difficult  to  say.  This  I  know,  that  for  many  months 
he  has  fed  liberally,  as  his  nchcs  enable  him  to  do, 
the  vices  and  prodigahty  of  the  Caesar.  He  has 
encouraged  him  to  show  disrespect  to  his  wife, 
althougn  the  Emperor's  daughter;  has  put  ill-will 
between  him  and  the  royal  family.  And  if  Briennius 
bears  no  longer  the  fame  of  a  rational  man,  and  the 
renown  of  a  good  leader,  he  is  deprived  of  both  by 
following  the  advice  of  this  artful  sycophant." 

"  And  what  is  all  this  to  me  ?"  said  the  Frank. 
"  Agelastes  may  be  a  true  man,  or  a  time-serving 
slave;  his  master,  Alexius  Comnenus.  is  not  so 
much  allied  to  me  or  mine,  that  I  should  meddle  in 
the  intrigues  of  his  court  T 

"  You  may  be  mistaken  in  that."  said  the  blunt 
Varangian ;  "  if  these  intrigues  involve  the  happineaa 
and  virtue" 

"  Death  of  a  thousand  martyra !"  said  the  Frank, 
"  doth  paltry  intrigues  and  quarrels  of  slaves  involve 
a  single  thought  of  suspicion  of  the  noble  Countess  of 
Paris?  The  oaths  ot  thy  whole  generation  were 
ineffectual  to  prove  but  that  one  of  her  hairs  had 
changed  its  colour  to  silver  1" 

"  Well  imagined,  gallant  knight,"  said  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  ;  "  thou  art  a  husband  fitted  for  the  atmos- 
phere of  Constantinople,  which  calls  for  little  vimlance 
and  a  strong  belief.  Thou  wilt  find  many  foUowan 
and  fellows  in  this  court  of  ours." 

"Hark  thee,  friend,"  replied  the  Frank,  "let  v» 
have  no  more  words,  nor  walk  farther  together  than 
just  to  the  most  solitary  nook  of  this  bewildered  city, 
and  let  us  there  set  to  that  work  which  we  left  even 
now  unfinished." 

"  If  thou  wert  a  Duke,  Sir  Count,"  replied  ffic  Va- 
rangian, "thou  couldst  not  invite  to  a  combat  one 
who  is  more  ready  for  it.  Yet  consider  the  odds  on 
which  we  fight.  If  I  fall,  my  moan  is  soon  made; 
but  will  my  death  set  thy  wife  at  liberty  if  she  ia 
under  restraint^  or  restore  her  honour  if^it  is  tar- 
nishod?— Will  it  do  any  thing  more  than  remove 
from  the  world  the  only  person  who  is  willing  to 

give  thee  aid,  at  his  own  risk  and  danger,  and  who 
opes  to  unite  thee  to  thy  wife,  and  replace  thee  at 
the  head  of  thy  forces  ?" 

"  I  was  wrong,"  said  the  Count  of  Paris ;  "  I  was 
entirely  wrong ;  but  beware,  my  good  friend,  how 
thou  couplest  the  name  of  Brenhilda  of  Aspramonte 
with  the  word  of  dishonour,  and  tell  me,  instead  of 
this  irritating  discourse,  whither  go  we  now  1" 

"  To  the  Cytherean  gardens  of  Agelastes.  from 
which  we  are  not  far  distant,"  said  the  Anglo-Saxon; 
"  yet  he  hath  a  nearer  way  to  it  than  that  by  which 
we  now  travel,  else  I  should  be  at  a  loss  to  account 
for  the  short  space  in  which  he  could  exchange  the 
charms  of  his  garden  for  the  gloomy  ruins  of  the 
Temple  of  Isis,  and  the  Imperial  palace  of  the  Blao- 
qucmal." 

"  And  wherefore,  and  how  long,"  said  Count  Ro- 
bert^ "dost  thou  conclude  that  my  Countess  m 
detained  in  these  gardens?" 

"  Ever  since  yesterday,"  replied  Hereward.  When 
both  I,  and  several  of  my  companions,  at  my  request, 
kept  close  watch  upon  tne  CsBsar  and  your  lady,  we 
did  plainly  perceive  passages  of  flery  admiration  on 
his  part,  and  anaer,  as  it  seemed,  on  hers,  which 
Agelastes,  being  Nicephorus's  friend,  was  hkely,  as 
usual,  to  bring  to  an  end,  by  a  separation  of  xou 
both  from  the  army  of  the  crusaders,  that  your  winii 
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like  manr  ■  matron  brforr,  might  have  the  pleaauic 
of  ukins  up  bet  residenco  in  l)ir  f^rdcni  of  that 
«™nhj»;igei  wliilt  f'ou,  mylord.miaht  («keuj)yoiir 

"Villim!  H-liyclidBE  thou  [lol  apjiriso  hip  of  ihJB 
jrcmrrdHV  I" 

"A  likrlf  lliiiig,"  said  Her^word,  "  ihnt  I  should 
tetl  niywir  al  Mnalj  lu  luare  Iho  rniikii,  and  mnko 


,  .  gniadi'TFil  in  lh>>  uiibi  of  a  pureonal 

•nnny  !  Mplhitikt^  llial  instead  of  Kiu'h  langu.-iite  ns 
this,  yuu  klioiil'l  he  ibniikfiil  that  «n  many  rhancc 
eimiinMaaccii  hoTi-  al  Ivtigih  lirounht  mc  In  befriend 
and  mwiiyroii." 

Couni  Rflbnl  Ml  ibu  Inilh  of  whiit  wna  snid, 
ihougii  al  ihp  aame  lime  his  Geiy  InnpfT  longed  lo 
aTcniic  itfolf,  amirdina  to  its  aam,  upon  ihi^  pony 
whirh  was  nrarral  al  faalid.      ^ 

Bal  now  ibpv  nrrived  ai  what  the  ritiiFna  of  Con- 
■tanlin<Mtlc  rallrd  Ihit  Pliilueophcr'f  Gardiau.  Hrre 
Hercw-nrd  hoiKil  to  obtain  entrant',  for  he  hail 
■ninnf  a  knnwinltn:  of  sonip  nan,  al  Inaai.  of  ihc 
priiaic  signals  nf  Achilicn  and  AfiimtiiR,  nnce  he 
hfid  Ittvn  latnxtuivil  to  thp  laai  al  the  nuna  oC  ibc 
Tempbi  of  Ina.    Tin?  hnd  not  indent  adn '     '  ' ' 


...  -  . ^n  nf  ahiRwil  iialiinl  acnse  like 

ibr  An?)o-$nwiii.  coubl  warer  hil,  in  timaand  hy 
defpce*,  ta  mnko  him  inaaler  of  iho  wholr.  Count 
Boberl  ami  his  rompanjun  alood  hefim  an  arched 
door,  till' otilyopRiiinK  in  ahiiHi  wall,  itid  the  Atigla- 
Saxon  was  abnul  tokiuwk,  when,  as  if  ihe  idea  had 
■nddmly  tirui'k  hjni,— 

"Wbal  if  thn  wretch  IliiiRenes  opens  the  gale? 
We  Tuaal  kill  him,  ere  he  can  fly  back  and  helray  us. 
Well  it  i(  a  matter  of  ncocsntv.  and  ihr  villnin  liai 
dcvrrrcl  his  dcnih  by  a  Imndred  horrid  crime*." 

"  Kill  bim  then,  thyself."  reioiinl  Count  Robed  ; 
"he  ii  nearer  Ihv  deftree,  and  ■I'sun.'dly  I  will  not 
deflle  thr  name  of  Clinrletn.igne  with  the  blood  of  a 
black  Blavc." 

"Kny,  Ooil-a-nicrcy!"  answered  the  Anelo-^axon, 
but  yoH  must  hcilir  yourself  in  theucrijn,  suppoB- 
hlB  tlure  come  rescue,  nnd  that  1  be  overborne  by 
odds." 

"Such  odd«,"  said  the  knit^ht,  "will  render  the 
■elLon  more  tike  n  mSife,  or  general  hnltle;  and 
assure  yourself.  1  will  not  be  alack  wh«i  I  may,  with 
my  honour,  be  active." 

"I  doubt  it  not,"  anid  (he  Vnranipan:  "but  the 
diiiinctiun  seema  a  slraii[»>  one,  Ihnt,  before  permit- 
ling  a  man  to  defirnd  liimsi-lf,  i>r  annoy  his  enemy, 
lequires  him  tn  denMndthpiicdiEreeorhuani'eaior. 

"Pear  you  not,  sir,"  said  Count  Robert.  "The 
■tiiel  rule  of  chivalry  indeed  hears  what  I  lell  thee, 
but  when  (be  ttuetiidn  is,  Ftglii  or  not  1  there  ia 
great  allowance  to  be  made  for  a  decision  in  Ihe 
•fllnnative.'' 

"  Let  me  give  then  the  pxorctBcr's  rap,"  replied 
Hereward,  "  and  see  what  fitnd  will  appear." 

So  saying,  he  kniKkeit  in  apsrtirLilDr  manner,  and 
the  door  op.Ti'ii  inwards;  a  dwnrfiih  negress  iiood 
in  the  pap— her  wliiIc  hoir  raniranied  sineulaily  with 
herdnrk  complin mn,  and  with  the  broad  laughing 
look  i«culiar  lo  these  plnves.  She  had  somethini;  in 
her  physiognomy  which,  severely  construed,  might 
anrue  malice,  and  a  deliuht  in  human  misery. 

^' la  .'lCelBatea"—^iid  Ihe  Varangian ;  but  he  had 
nut  completed  the  smienee.,  when  she  answered  him. 


tCair.  XVJO. 

"Here  we  muat  use  our  ulmost  eaulion,"  aald 
Hereward,  speBking  in  a  low  lone  of  voice;  "for 
here  it  is  mosi  likely  the  deer  that  we  seek  has  found 
its  n^ugr.    Better  allow  me  to  pass  before,  sinceyon 

eervfiira  wout,  K-in  conresled  beneath  yon  oak. 
and  let  no  vain  Bcniples  of  honour  deter  you  from 
creepiiiB  beneath  the  underwood,  or  heneaih  Ihe  earth 
itself,  if  yoii  sliould  hear  n  fo-.tfall.  If  the  lovers  have 
nerced,  .'IgvlaBii'i^^it  is  probable,  walks  his  round,  to 

"  Ih.'ath  and  furies  I  il  i-aimut  bel''  exclaimed  the 
aery  l''ianh.-"La<lT  of  the  lliuken  ijara-n,  lakethi 
vumry'H  lilij  eni  ihou  lotnient  bun  with  this  agour! 

He  snw,  hinna'Rr,  lite  nocemiity  of  keeping  a  slroac 
!omr  upon  fdmsel^  and  prtmitied,  witnout  fiiitber 
rcinonslranet^  the  VBrangian  to jHUsne  hia  way,  look- 
jnc.  however,  earnestly  after  him.  By  advancing 
forward  a  liilirt  he  couM  iibtervu  Ht'reward  drav 
near  to  a  ivnliun  whii-h  note  al  no  gneal  distance 
IVoiii  tbn  plare  irbere  ihry  had  parted.  Here  he  ob- 
nerwd  him  api'Iy,  first  his  eye,  and  then  his  tar.  to 
one  of  tb,>  casemenls,  which  were  in  a  {treat  meaiure 
grown  over,  an)  exrhidcil  from  the  hirhi,  l^-  varioui 
flowering  slimlis.  Hi-  atmoBt  lhou;<lit  he  saw  i 
mT<' inleresl  lokenlBei'  m  the  rounienance  of  ihe 
Varangian,  and  he  lunge'l  tn  have  his  share  of  tot 
Information  which  he  had  (louhiltBs  ubtained. 


ached,'  turned  on  th. 
:  hke  a  hiimin»!  coal, 
ihe  Prsnk,   he  shnii 


fir^t  by  whom  he  ■■> 

Seeing,  however,  thstil 
Bed  his  shoulders,  aa  if 
Il  could  not  be  kepiundei 
itraint,  and  drawing  himself  back,  allowed 
the  privilege  of  a  peeying  place  through 
he  casenienl,  whiih  could  not  be  diBCemeJ 
rpcFt  eve  from  (he  inner  aide.  The  sombre 
of  the  light  whiph  penetrated  into  this 
pleaeure,  was  furled  to  tint  apeciea  of 
which  a  temple  ol  Cytlierce  was  supposed 


•lid  g 


IS  of   E 


e  free 


, — .  of  those  which  they 

tho  Kinsk  of  ihe  wnierfnll,  yet  some- 


r  frtUn 


r  tiist   r 


take  heed  whoi 

hardly,  peradvc 

Hereward  it 


vcngoin; 


Shortly  Qflcr, 

ihe  CouniesB  ,  , 

.Agatha.  The  lady  threw  nericit  on  a  coucli  aa  she 
came  in,  while  her  oiiendBiil,  who  was  a  young  and 
very  handsome  woman,  kipt  herself  modestly  m  iks 
background.  BO  much  poaa  haidly  tobedistinguiilisd. 

"What  doat  thou  ihink,"  said  the  Counteta,  "at 
BO  nispiciouB  a  friend  aa  Agrlastes?  bo  gallant  IB 
enemy  as  the  fTs^ser,  as  he  is  called  T" 

"What  Bhoul'l  I  think,"  returned  thedainseL"ct- 
ccpl  that  what  the  old  man  calls  fhendshipia  hatred 
and  what  the  Ctpsar  terms  a  patnoiie  love  Ibi  bis 

at  liherly,  iB  in  fact  too  strong  an  sfiectioD  for  his  hi 

Pur  such  an  afTcclion,"  said  the  Countes*.  "bs 
^bII  have  the  same  retiuital  as  if  it  were  indeed  tbs 
hostility  of  which  hs  would  give  it  the  colour.— My 
true  and  noble  lord  I  hadsi  thou  an  idea  of  the  cili- 
mities  to  wliirh  they  hsvc  subjected  me,  how  sooa 
wouldat  thou  break  through  every  restnint  lobaataa 

"  Art  thou  a 
panbn ;  "  and 


■nd  tliry  wete  instantly  out  of  her  sight.  The  path  ua  more  than  two ;  and  in  this  i 
winded  twauiifully  through  the  shades  of  an  EBBtern  that  a  whistle  from  the  Cesu. 
garden,  where  clumps  of  flowors  and  labyrinths  of  Agelaaies.  would  bKng  a  ihousi 


,"  said  lbs  Anglo-Saxon;  "t 
It  hII  our  arithmetic  wdl  not  mi 
d  in  this  place,  il  is  pnbi 


cbap.  xvm.] 


oomrr  Robert  of  paris. 


n 


diaae  with  lo  ttraoge  a  partner.  I  ha^e  ahown  I  put 
at  little  Talue,  than  for  thy  aaraty,  and  that  of  the 
lady  ^y  Counteaa,  who  ahowa  heraelf  aa  virtuoua  aa 
beantifiil." 

"  I  waa  imposed  on  at  first,"  said  the  Lady  Bren- 
hilda  to  her  attendant.  **  Affectation  of  severe  mo- 
rals, of  deep  learning,  and  of  rigid  rectitude,  assumed 
hf  this  wicked  old  man,  made  me  believe  in  part  the 
coaracter  which  he  pretended ;  but  the  gloes  is  rub- 
bed off  since  he  let  me  see  into  his  alhance  with  the 
unworthy  Caesar,  and  the  ugly  picture  remains  in  its 
native  loathsomeness.  Nevertheless,  if  I  can,  by 
address  or  subtlety,  deceive  this  arch-deceiver,— as 
he  has  taken  from  me,  in  agreat  measure,  every  other 
kind  of  assistance,— I  will  not  refuse  that  of  craft, 
which  he  may  find  perhaps  emial  to  his  own  V* 

"  Hear  you  that  V*  said  the  Varangian  to  the  Count 
of  Paris.  "  Do  not  let  your  impatience  mar  the  web 
of  your  lady's  prudence.  I  will  weigh  a  woman's  wit 
against  a  man'a  valour  where  there  is  aught  to  do  I 
Uet  us  not  come  in  with  our  assistance  until  time 
ahall  show  us  that  it  is  neceaaary  for  her  safety  and 
oar  saccess." 

"  Amen,"  said  the  Count  of  Paris ;  "  but  hope 
not,  Sir  Saxon,  that  thv  prudence  shall  persuade  me 
to  leave  this  garden  without, taking  full  vengeance  on 
that  unworthy  Csesar,  and  th*e  pretended  philosopher. 
if  indeed  he  turns  out  to  have  assumed  a  character*' 

^The  Count  waa  here  beginning  to  raise  his 

voice,  when  the  Saxon,  Mnthout  ceremony,  placed 
hia  hand  on  his  mouth.  "  Thou  takest  a  liberty," 
said  Count  Robert,  lowering  however  his  tones. 

"  Ay.  truly,"  said  Hereward ;  *'  when  the  houae 
is  on  nre,  I  do  not  atop  to  aak  whether  the  water 
which  I  pour  on  it  be  perfumed  or  no." 

Thia  recalled  the  Frank  to  a  sense  of  his  situation ; 
mud  if  not  contented  with  the  Saxon'a  mode  of  mak- 
ing an  apology,  he  was  at  least  silenced.  A  distant 
noise  waa  now  heard— the  Countess  listened,  and 
changed  colour.  **  Agatha."  ahe  said,  "  we  are  like 
champions  in  the  lists,  and  here  cornea  the  adveraary. 
Let  ua  retreat  into  this  side  apartment,  and  ao  for  a 
while  put  off  an  encounter  thus  alarming."  So 
flaying,  the  two  females  withdrew  into  a  sort  of  ante- 
room, which  opened  from  the  principal  apartment 
behind  the  eeat  which  Brenhilda  had  oocupiisd. 

Thay  had  scarcely  diaappeared,  when^  as  the  stage 
direction  haa  it,  enter  from  the  other  aide  the  Ceaar 
and  Agelastes.  They  had  perhaps  heard  the  last 
worda  of  Brenhilda,  for  Cesar  repeated  in  a  low 
tone — 

'*  MUitat  omnis  ■mani,  hsbetet  ma  esitra  Cqpido. 

**  What,  haa  our  fair  opponent  withdrawn  her  foroea  1 
No  matter,  it  ahowa  ahe  thinka  of  the  warfare, 
thou^  the  enemy  be  not  in  sight  WelL  thou  ahalt 
not  have  to  upbraid  me  this  time,  Agelastea,  with 
precipitating  my  amours,  and  depriving  mvaelf  of 
the  pleaaure  of  pursuit.  By  Heavens,  I  will  be  aa 
regular  in  my  progreas  aa  if  in  reahty  I  bore  on  my 
•houldera  the  whole  load  of  yeara  which  make  the 
di^rence  between  ua ;  for  I  shrewdly  suspect  that 
with  thee,  old  man,  it  ia  that  envious  churl  Time  that 
hath  plucked  the  winga  of  Cupid." 

"  Say  not  ao,  mighty  Caeaar,"  aaid  the  old  man  ; 
**it  IB  the  hand  of  Prudence,  which,  depriving  Cupid'a 
wing  of  aome  wild  feathers,  leavea  him  atiU  enough 
to  fly_  with  an  equal  and  ateady  flight." 

**  Thy  flight,  however,  waa  leaa  meaaured,  Agelaa- 
tea,  when  thou  didat  collect  that  armory— that  mag- 
•sine  of  Cupid'a  panoply,  out  of  which  thy  kindneas 
permitted  me  but  now  to  arm  myaelf^  or  rather  to 
repair  my  aocoutrementa." 

So  Baying,  he  glanced  his  eye  over  his  own  person, 
biasing  with  gems,  and  adorned  with  a  chain  of  gold, 
braoeletB,  rings,  and  other  ornaments,  which,  with  a 
new  and  aplendid  habit,  assumed  since  his  arrival  at 
tbeee  Cytheiean  gardena,  tended  to  set  off  hia  very 
handeome  figure. 

"  I  am  glad,"  aaid  AgelasteSi "  if  you  have  found 
among  toya,  which  I  now  never  wear,  and  aeldom 
made  use  or  even  when  life  waa  young  with  me»  any 
tiling  which  may  aet  off  your  natural  advantages. 
Remember  only  thia  aUght  condition,  thataucnof 


theae  triflea  aa  have  made  part  of  your  wearing  ap^ 
parel  on  thia  diatinguiahed  day,  cannot  return  to  a 
meaner  owner,  but  muat  of  neceaaity  remain  the 
property  of  that  greatneaa  of  which  they  and  onoe 
formed  the  omament." 

"  I  cannot  conaent  to  thia,  my  worthy  firiend." 
said  the  CsBsar ;  *'  I  know  thou  vaiueat  tb^e  jewela 
only  in  ao  £»>  aa  a  philosopher  may  value  them ;  that 
ia,  for  nothing  aave  the  remembranoea  which  attach 
to  them.  This  large  seal-ring,  for  instance,  was— I 
have  heard  you  say— the  property  of  Socrates;  if  ao, 
you  cannot  view  it  aave  with  devout  thankfulnesa, 
that  your  own  philoaophy  haa  never  been  tried  with 
the  exercise  of  a  Xantippe.  Theae  clasps  releaaed, 
in  older  timea,  the  lovely  bosom  of  Phryne  t  and  they 
now  belong  to  one  who  could  do  better  nomage  to  the 
beauties  they  conoeak^or  discovered  than  could  the 
cynic  Diogenes.    Theli  buckles,  too" 

"  I  will  spare  thy  ingenuity,  sood  youth,"  aaid 
Agelaatea,  somewhat  nettled ;  ^  or  rather,  noble 
Caesar.  Keep  thy  wit— thou  wilt  have  ample  occa- 
sion for  it." 

"  Pear  not  me,*'  aaid  the  Caeaar.  "  Let  us  pro- 
ceed, since  you  will,  to  exercise  the  gifts  which  we 
possess,   such  aa  they  are,  either  natural  or  be- 

?ueathed  to  ua  by  our  dear  and  respected  fHend. 
lah  !"  he  aaid,  the  door  opening  suddenly,  and  the 
Countess  almost  meeting  him,  "  our  wishes  are  here 
anticipated." 

He  bowed  accordingly  with  the  deepest  deference 
to  the  Lady  Brenhilda,  who,  having  made  some  alter- 
ations to  enhance  the  aplendour  of  her  attire,  now 
moved  forward  from  the  withdrawingroom  into 
which  ahe  had  retreated. 

"Hail,  noble  lady^"  aaid  the  Csaar^  "whom  I 
have  visited  with  the  mtention  of  apologizing  for  de- 
taining you,  in  aome  degree  againat  your  will,  in 
those  atrange  regions  in  which  yon  unexpectedly 
find  yourself." 

"  Not  in  some  degree,"  anawered  the  lady,  "  bat 
entirely  contrary  to  myindinationa,  which  axe,  to  be 
with  my  huaband  the  Count  of  Paiia,  and  the  fol- 
lowera  who  have  taken  the  cross  under  his  banner." 

"  Such,  doubtless,  were  your  thoughts  when  yon 
left  the  land  of  the  west,"  said  A^astes :  "  but. 
fair  Countess,  have  they  experienced  no  change  1 
You  have  left  a  ahore  atreammg  with  human  blood 
when  the  alightest  provocation  occurred,  and  thou 
hast  come  to  one  whose  principal  maxim  ia  to  in- 
crease the  aum  of  human  happmess  by  every  mode 
which  can  be  invented.  In  the  weat  yonder,  he  or 
she  is  respected  most  who  can  best  exerdae  their 
tyrannical  atrength  in  making  othera  miaerablo^ 
while  in  these  more  placid  reslma,  we  rsaerve  our 
garlanda  for  the  ingemoua  youth  or  lovely  lady, 
who  can  beat  make  nappy  the  peraon  whose  afieo- 
tion  is  fixed  upon  her." 

"But,  reverend  philosopher^"  said  the  Counteaa, 
"  who  laboureat  to  artificially  m  recommending  the 
yoke  of  pleaaure,  know  that  you  contradict  every 
notion  which  I  have  been  taught  firom  my  infoncy. 
In  the  land  where  my  nurture  lay,  so  far  are  we 
from  acknowledging  your  doctrinea,  that  we  match 
not.  except  like  the  lion  and  the  lioneaa,  when  the 
male  haa  compelled  the  female  to  acknowledge  hia 
superior  worth  and  valour.  Such  ia  our  rule,  that 
a  aamael,  even  of  mean  degree,  would  think  heraelf 
heinoualy  uiidermatched,  if  wedded  to  a  gaUant 
whoae  fame  in  arma  waa  yet  unknown." 

"  But,  noble  lady,"  aaid  the  Ceaar,  "  a  dying  man 
may  then  find  room  for  aome  faint  hope.  Were  there 
but  a  chance  that  diatinction  in  arma  could  gain 
those  afTectiona  which  have  been  atolen,  rather  than 
fairly  conferred,  how  many  are  there  who  would 
willmgly  enter  mto  the  competition  where  the  piiie 
is  so  lair !  What  ia  the  enterprise  too  bold  to  be  un- 
dertaken on  such  a  condition !  And  where  ia  the  in- 
dividual whose  heart  would  not  feel,  that  in  baling 
hia  sword  for  the  prize,  he  made  vow  never  to  letom 
it  to  the  acabbard  without  the  proud  boaat.  What  I 
have  not  yet  won,  I  have  deserved  !" 

"You  sea,  lady,"  said  Agelaatea.  who,  apprehend- 
ing that  the  laat  apeech  of  the  Ceaar  had  made  aome 
impreaaion,  haatened  to  follow  it  up  with  a  auitabia 
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obserration—"  You  see  that  the  fire  of  chivalry 
burns  as  ssilantly  in  the  bosom  of  the  Grecians  as 
in  that  of  tne  western  nations." 

"Yes,"  answered  Brcnhiida,  "and  I  have  heard 
of  the  celebrated  siege  of  Troy,  on  which  occasion  a 
dastardly  coward  carried  off  the  wife  of  a  brave  man. 
shunned  every  proffer  of  encounter  with  the  hutsbanu 
whom  he  had  wronged,  and  finally  caused  the  death 
of  his  numerous  brothcn^  the  dcf^truction  of  his  na- 
tive city,  with  all  the  wealth  which  it  contained,  and 
died  himself  the  death  of  a  pitiful  poltron,  lamented 
only  by  his  worthless  leman,  to  show  how  well  the 
rules  of  chivalry  were  understood  by  your  predeces- 


)) 


sors. 

"Lady,  you  mistake,"  said  the  Ca;sar ;" the  of- 
fences of  Paris  were  those  of  a  dissolute  Asiatic;  the 
courage  which  avenged  them  was  that  of  the  Greek 
Empire." 

"You  arc  learned,  sir,"  said  the  lady;  "but  think 
not  that  I  will  trust  your  words  until  you  produce 
before  me  a  Grecian  knight,  gallant  enough  to  look 
upon  the  armed  crest  of  my  husband  without  quak- 
ing." 

That,  mcthinks  were  not  extremely  diificult."  re- 
turned the  Ca??ar;  "if  they  have  not  flattered  me, 
I  have  myself  been  thought  equal  in  battle  to  more 
dangerous  men  than  him  who  has  been  strangely 
mated  with  the  Lady  Brenhilda." 

"Thul  is  soon  tried,"  answered  the  CJountess. 
"  You  will  hardly,  I  thmk,  deny,  that  my  husband, 
aeparated  from  mc,  by  some  unworthy  tnck,  is  stdl 
at  thy  command,  and  could  be  produced  at  thy  plea- 
sure. I  will  ask  no  armour  for  him  save  what  he 
wears,  no  weapon  but  his  good  sword  Trancheferi 
then  place  him  in  this  chamber,  or  any  other  lists 
equally  narrow,  and  if  he  flinch,  or  cry  craven,  or 
remain  dead  under  shield,  let  Brenhilda  be  the  prize 
of  the  conqueror.— Merciful  Heaven  !"  she  concludeil, 
as  she  siiiik  back  upon  her  seat,  "  forfjive  me  for  ihe 
crime  of  even  imagining  such  a  tcrmmation,  which 
is  equal  almost  to  doubtmg  thy  unerring  judgment !" 


"  Let  me,  however."  said  the  Caesar,  "  catch  up 
these  precious  words  before  (hey  fall  to  the  grounu. 
—Let  me  hope  that  he,  to  whom  the  Heavens  shall 
give  power  and  strength  to  conquer  this  highly- 
esteemed  Count  of  Pans,  shall  succeed  him  in  the 
afjfections  of  Brenhilda;  and  believe  me,  the  sun 
plunges  not  through  the  sky  to  his  rcstmg-place, 
with  the  same  celerity  that  I  shall  hasten  to  the 
encounter." 

"Now,  by  Heaven!"  said  Count  RoI)ert,  in  an 
anxious  whisper  to  Hcreward,  "  it  is  too  much  to  ex- 
pect me  to  stand  by  and  hear  a  contemptible  Greek, 
who  durst  not  stand  even  the  rattling  farewell  which 
Tranchefer  takes  of  his  scabbard,  brave  me  in  my  ab- 
sence, and  affect  to  make  love  to  my  ladypar  amours! 
And  she,  too — methinks  Brenhilda  allows  more 
license  than  she  is  wont  to  do  to  yonder  chattering 
pc^injay.  Bv  the  rood !  I  will  spring  into  the  apart- 
ment, front  them  with  my  personal  appearance,  and 
confute  yonder  braggart  in  a  manner  he  is  like  to 
remember." 

*' Under  favour,"  said  the  Varangian,  who  was 
the  only  auditor  of  this  violent  speech,  "  you  shall  be 
niled  by  calm  reason  while  I  am  by  you.  When  we 
are  separated,  let  the  devil  of  knight  errantry,  which 
fats  Buch  possession  of  thee,  take  thee  upon  his  shoul- 
ders, and  carry  thee  fiill  tilt  wheresoever  he  lists." 

"Thou  art  a  brute,"  said  the  Count,  looking  at 
him  with  a  contempt  correspondhig  to  the  expression 
ha  made  use  of;  not  only  without  humanity,  but 
without  the  sense  of  natural  honour  or  natural 
ihame.  The  most  despicable  of  animals  stands  not 
by  tamely  and  sees  another  assail  his  mate.  The 
boll  offers  his  horns  to  a  rival— the  mastiff  uses  his 
Jaws— and  even  the  timid  stag  becomes  furious,  and 
foros." 

**  Because  they  are  beasts,"  said  the  Varangian, 
"and  their  mistresses  also  creatures  without  shame 
or  nMon,  who  are  not  aware  of  the  sanctity  of  a 
ehotoe.  Bat  thou,  too.  Count,  canst  thou  not  see  the 
obvious  poipoas  of  this  poor  Isdy,  forsaken  by  all  the 
irorid,  to  keep  her  faith  towards  thee,  by  ehiding  the 
■UOM  with  which  wickad  men  have  bsiet  her  1    By 


the  souls  of  my  fathers  I  my  heart  is  so  much  moved 
by  her  ingenuity,  mingled  as  I  see  it  is  wnh  the  most 
perfect  candour  and  faith,  that  I  myselfl  in  fault  of  a 
better  champion,  would  willingly  raise  the  axe  in  her 
behalf!" 

"I  thank  thee,  my  good  friend,"  said  the  Count; 
"  I  thank  thee  as  heartily  as  if  it  were  pos&ble  thov 
shouldst  be  left  to  do  that  good  oflice  for  Brenhilda 
the  beloved  of  many  a  noble  lord,  the  mi^tTt;&&  of 
many  a  powerful  vassal ;  and,  what  is  more,  much 
more  than  thanks,  I  crave  thy  pardon  for  the  wrong 
I  did  thee  but  now." 

"My  pardon  you  cannot  need,"  said  the  Varan- 
gian ;  "  for  I  take  no  oflence  that  is  not  seriouuf 
i  meant.— Stay,  they  speak  again." 
I  "  It  is  strange  it  should  be  so,"  said  the  Carsar,  at 
he  paced  the  apartment ;  "  but  methinks,  nay,  I  am 
almost  certain,  Agelastcs,  that  I  hear  voictrs  in  ihe 
vicinity  of  this  apartment  of  thy  privacy." 

"  It  is  impossible,"  said  Agelastes ;  but  1  will  gu 
and  see." 

Perceiving  him  to  leave  the  pavilion,  the  Vanui- 
gian  made  the  Frank  sens^ible  that  they  must  crouch 
down  among  a  little  thicket  of  evergreens,  whew 
thev  lay  completely  obscured.  The  philosopber 
made  his  rounds  with  a  heavy  step,  but  a  waicnfu! 
eve;  and  the  two  listeners  were  obliged  toob«eiTe 
tne  strictest  silence,  without  motion  of  any  kicd, 
until  he  had  completed  an  ineffectual  search,  and 
returned  into  the  pavilion. 

"By  my  faith,  brave  man,"  said  the  Count,  "eie 
we  return  to  our  skulking-place,  I  must  tell  tbee  id 
thine  ear,  that  never,  in  my  life,  was  temptation  » 
strong  upon  me,  as  that  which  prompted  me  to  beat 
out  that  old  hypocrite's  brains,  provided  I  could  hav^ 
reconciled  it  with  my  honour ;  and  heartily  dol  «i^ 
that  thou,  whose  honour  no  way  withheld  thee,  hid 
experienced  and  given  way  to  some  impulse  of  a 
similar  nature." 

"  Such  fancies  have  passed  through  my  hcaii" 
said  the  Varangian ;  "but  I  will  not  follow  them  oil 
they  are  consistent  both  with  our  own  safety,  aaa 
more  particularly  with  that  of  the  Countess." 

"  I  thank  thee  again  for  thy  good-will  to  her,"  said 
Count  Robert ;  "  and,  by  Heaven  !  if  fight  we  muit 
at  length,  as  it  seems  likely,  I  will  neither  gnidQi 
thee  an  honourable  antagonist,  nor  fair  quarter,  i 
the  combat  goes  against  thee." 

"  Thou  hast  my  thanks."  was  the  reply  of  Ben'  . 
ward;  "only,  for  Heaven's  sake,  be  silent  in  tUi  *: 
conjuncture,  and  do  what  thou  wilt  afterwards."  .     I 

Before  the  Varangian  and  the  Count  had  afn  i 
resumed  their  posture  of  listeners,  the  parties  witka  ^ 
the  pavilion,  conceiving  themselves  unwatched,  ha  « 
resumed  their  conversauon,  speaking  low,  yet  wm  -i 
considerable  animation :  { 

"  It  is  in  vain  yon  would  persuade  roe,"  ssid  thi   1 
Countess,  "that  you  know  not  where  myhusbisA    ,' 
is,  or  that  you  have  not  the  most  absolute  influesci    - 
over  his  captivity.    Who  else  could  have  an  intcnrt 
in  banishing  or  putting  to  death  the  hnaband,  but  hi 
that  affects  to  admire  the  wife?" 

"  You  do  me  wrong,  beautiful  lady,"  answered  tbi 
Cssar,  "  and  forget  that  I  can  in  no  shape  be  temiii 
the  moving-spring  of  this  empire ;  that  myfatber-Ji- 
law,  Alexius,  is  the  Emperor ;  and  that  the  womii 
who  terms  herself  my  wife,  is  jealous  as  a  fiend  csi 
be  of  my  slightest  motion.— What  possibility  wn 
there  that  I  should  work  the  captivity  of  your  has* 
band  and  your  own  1  The  open  afiront  which  Um 
Count  of  Paris  put  upon  the  Emperor,  was  one  whieh 
he  was  likely  to  avenge,  cither  by  secret  guile  or  hy 
open  force.  Me  it  no  way  touched,  save  as  the,hu» 
blc  vassal  of  thv  charms ;  and  it  was  by  the  wisdoB 
and  the  art  of  the  sage  Agelastes,  that  I  was  abb  n 
extricate  thee  from  the  gulf  in  which  thon  hadsi  «■ 
certainly  perished.  Nay,  weep  not,  lady,  fisr  sj  y«C 
we  know  not  the  fate  of  Count  Robert ;  but,  own 
me,  it  is  wisdom  to  choose  a  belter  protsefor,  sad 
conmler  him  as  no  more." 

"A  better  than  him,"  said  Brenhilda,  "JcaaMtf 

have,  were  I  to  choose  out  of  tho  kaichthood  of  all 

the  world!"  ..      ,,__ 

"This  hand,"  said  iho  C«tar,  dnwMbaMlfWB 


.u  ....ciigiii  ,111  i^nniy, 
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CHAPTER  XYI 
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think  of  concealing  yourAelf  ?  for  asflUFedly  the  search 
will  be  close  and  general." 

'*  For  that."  said  the  Count  of  Paris,  ''  I  must  be 
indebted  to  iny  suggestion,  with  thanks  for  every  lie 
which  thou  findest  thyself  obliged  to  make,  to  con- 
trive, and  produce  in  niy  behalf,  entreating  thuc  only 
to  render  them  as  few  us  possible,  they  being  a  coin 
which  I  myself  never  fabncatc." 

"  Sir  Knight,"  answered  Hereward,  "  let  me  begin 
first  by  saying,  that  no  knight  that  ever  belted  sword 
is  more  a  slave  to  tnith,  when  truth  is  observed  to- 
wards him,  than  the  ooor  .<<oldier  who  talks  to  thee ; 
but  when  tne  game  aepends  not  upon  fair  plav,  but 
upon  lulling  men's  cautiousness  osleep  by  falsehood, 
and  drugging  their  senses  by  opiate  draughts,  they 
who  would  scruple  at  no  means  of  deceiving  mc,  can 
hardly  expect  that  I,  who  am  paid  in  such  oase  mo- 
ney, should  pass  nothing  on  my  part  but  what  is  law- 
ful and  genuine.  For  tne  present  thou  must  remain 
concealed  within  my  poor  apartment,  in  the  barracks 
of  the  Varangians*,  which  is  the  last  place  where  they 
will  think  of  seeking  for  thee.  Take  this,  my  upper 
cloak,  and  follow  me ;  and  now  that  we  are  about  to 
leave  these  gardens,  thou  mayst  follow  me  unsus- 
pected as  a  sentinel  attending  his  officer;  for,  take  it 
along  with  you,  noble  Count,  that  we  Varangians 
are  a  sort  of  persons  upon  whom  the  Greeks  care 
not  to  look  very  long  or  fixedly." 

They  now  reached  the  gate  where  they  had  been 
admitted  by  the  negrehs,  and  Hereward,  who  was 
intnjsted  with  the  power,  it  seems,  of  letting  himself 
out  of  the  philosopher's  premises,  though  not  of  en- 
tering u-ithout  assistance  from  the  portress,  took  out 
a  key  which  turned  the  lock  on  the  garden  side,  so 
that  they  soon  found  ihemst^lves  at  lil)erly.  They 
then  proceeded  by  by-paths  through  the  citv,  Here- 
ward leading  the  way,  and  the  Count  following, 
without  speech  or  remonstrance,  until  they  hUK>d  be- 
fore the  portal  of  the  barracks  of  the  Varangians. 

"Make  haste,"  said  the  st^niinel  who  was  on  duty, 
"dinner  is  already  begun."  The  communication 
sounded  joyfully  in  the  ears  of  Her«wurd.  who  was 
much  afraid  that  his  companion  might  have  lu-cn 
stopt  and  examined.  Hy  a  nide  passage  he  reached 
Iiis  own  quarters,  and  introduced  the  Count  into  a 
small  room,  the  .sleeping  chaml>er  of  his  squirts 
where  he  apolo^dzed  for  leaving  him  for  some  tirnc ; 
and,  goiiig  out,  locked  the  door,  for  fear,  as  he  said, 
of  intrusion. 

The  demon  of  suspicion  was  not  very  likely  to 
molest  a  mind  so  frankly  constituted  as  that  of  Count 
Robert,  and  yet  the  last  action  of  Hereward  did  not 
fail  ti)  occasion  some  uiiinful  reflections. 

"  This  man,"  he  said,  "  had  needs  be  true,  for  I  have 
reposed  in  him  a  mighty  trust,  which  few  hirelings  in 
his  situation  would  honourably  discharge.    What  is 
to  prevent  him  to  report  to  the  principal  officer  of  his 
watch,  that  the  Frank  prisoner,  Robert  Count  of 
Paris,  whowi  wile  stands  engaged  for  so  desperate  a 
combat  with  the  C<jcsar,  has  escaped,  indei^,  this 
morning,  from  the  pricM^ns  of  the  Blacquernal,  but  has 
suffered  himsi^lf  tobe  trepanned  at  noon,  and  is  again 
a  captive  in  the  barracks  of  the  Varangian  (juard  I 
— what  means  of  defence  are  mine,  were  I  discovered 
lo  these  mercenaries  ?— What  man  could  do,  by  the 
favour  of  our  Lady  of  the  Broken  Lanr^'s,  I  have  not 
failed  to  achieve.    I  have  slain  a  tiger  in  single  com- 
bat—I have  killed  one  warder,  and  conquca'd  the 
desperate  and  gigantic  creature  by  whom  he  was 
supported.    I  have  had  t..Tms  enough  at  command 
to  Dring  over  this  Varangian  to  my  side,  in  appear- 
ance at  least ;  yet  all  this  does  not  encourage  ine  to 
hope  that  I  could  long  keep  at  bay  ten  or  a  dozen 
such  men  as  these  beef-fed  knaves  appear  to  be.  led 
in  upon  me  by  a  fellow  of  thews  and  sinews  such  as 
those  of  my  late  companion.— Vet,  for  shame,  Ro- 
bert !  sueJi  thoughts  are  imworthy  a  descendant  of 
Charlemagne.    When  wert  thou  wont  so  curiously 
to  count  thine  enemies,  and  when  wnrt  thou  wont  to 
be  auspicious,  since  he,  whose  bosom  may  truly  boast 
itself  mcapable  of  frtucL  ought  in  honesty  to  be  the 
Uit  to  expect  it  in  another  1    The  Varangian's  look 
u  open,  hiB  coolneu  in  danger  is  striking,  nis  speech 
.  ^'U  itton  frank  and  ready  than  ever  was  that  of  a 


traitor.  If  he  is  false,  there  is  no  faith  in  the  handot 
nature,  for  truth,  sincerity,  and  courage  are  written 
utH)n  his  forehead." 

While  Count  Robert  was  thus  reflectinj;  upon  hi 
condition,  and  combating  the  thick^coming  doubti 
and  suspicions  which  its  uncertainties  gave  rise  to, 
he  began  to  be  sensible  that  he  had  not  eaten  for 
many  nours;  and  amidst  many  doubts  and  fears  of 
a  more  heroic  nature,  he  half  entertained  a  lurkiog 
suspicion,  that  they  meant  to  let  hunger  undermioe 
his  strength  before  they  adventured  into  the  apart- 
ment to  deal  with  him. 

We  shall  best  see  how  far  these  doubts  were  d^ 
served  by  Hereward,  or  how  far  they  were  unjurt, 
by  follownng  his  course  after  he  left  his  bamck- 
room.  Snatching  a  morsel  of  dinner,  which  he  eii 
with  an  offection  of  great  hunger,  but,  in  fact,  ibit 
his  attention  to  his  food  might  be  a  pretence  for  dii- 
pensing  with  disagreeable  questions,  or  with  conTer- 
sation  of  any  kind,  he  pleaded  duty,  and  immeojaidy 
leaving  his  comrades,  directtKl  his  course  to  the  los- 
ings of  Achilles  Tatius,  which  were  a  part  of  tpe 
same  building.  A  Synan  slave,  who  opened  tM 
door,  after  a  deep  reverence  to  Hereward.  whom  be 
knew  as  a  favourite  attendant  of  the  Acolyte,  said  to 
him  that  his  master  was  gone  forth,  but  had  deairad 
liini  to  say,  that  if  he  wished  to  sec  him,  he  wqcW 
find  him  at  the  Philosopher's  Gardens,  so  callcti.  as 
belonging  to  the  sage  Agelastes. 


Hereward  turneo  about  instantly,  and  availac 
himself  of  his  knowledge  of  Constantinople  to  thread 
its  streets  in  the  shortest  time  possible,  at  Icns^ 
stoofl  alone  before  the  door  in  the  garden- wall,  s: 
wlii<:h  he  and  the  Count  of  Paris  had^ruviouslybeea 
admitted  in  the  earlirr  part  of  the  diay.  Theaam 
neyrcss  appeared  at  the  same  private  signal,  ari 
when  he  askr:il  for  Achillus  Tatius,  she  replied,  villi 
some  sharrmes.s  "  Since  yon  were  here  this  moraa^ 
I  marvel  vou  did  not  meet  him,  or  that,  having  bos- 
ness  with  him,  you  did  not  stay  till  he  arrived.  Suit 
I  am,  that  not  long  after  you  entered  the  garden  iht 
Af'olvte  was  inquiring  for  you." 

"I  skills  not,  old  woman,"  said  the  Varangian : 
"  I  communicate  the  reason  of  my  motions  to  mi 
commander,  but  not  to  thee."  He  entered  the  pii- 
den  accordingly,  and,  avoiding  the  twilight-path  tha: 
led  to  the  Bower  of  Love,— so  was  the  pavjiao 
namol  in  which  he  had  overheard  the  dialogue  bi^ 
tween  the  Cssar  and  the  Countesa  of  PariA-te 
arrived  before  a  simple  garden-house,  whose  hnmble 
and  modest  front  seemed  to  announce  thatiiwii 
the  abode  of  philosophy  and  learning.  Here  p>MOV 
before  the  windows,  he  made  some  little  noise,  ex- 
pecting to  attract  the  attention  either  of  Ach:Dg 
Tatius,  or  his  accomplice  Agelastes,  as  chance  shooU 
determine.  1 1  was  the  first  who  heatfdL  and  who  if- 
plied,  llic  door  opened;  a  lofty  plume  stocMXid it- 
self, that  its  owner  might  cross  the  threshold,  aM 
the  stately  form  of  Achilles  Tatius  entered  the  fir 
dens.  "  What  now,"  he  said,  **our  trusty  sentinlt 
what  hast  thou,  at  this  time  nf  day,  come  to  repoittj 
us?  Thou  art  our  good  friend,  and  highly-esieoned 
soldier,  and  well  we  wot  thine  errand  must  be  aiut 
portance,  sii^ce  thou  hast  brought  it  thyself^  and  at 
an  hour  so  unusual." 

"Pray  Heaven,"  said  Hereward.  "that  the  nevtl 
have  brought  deserve  a  welcome. 

"Speak  them  instantly,"  said  the  Acolyte,  "goof 
or  bad ;  thou  speakcst  to  a  man  to  whom  fieir  ■ 
unknown."  But  his  eye,  which  quailed  as  he  hMkfld 
on  the  soldier-^-his  colour,  which  went  and  cane^ 
his  hands,  which  busied  themselves  in  an  ancerMi 
manner  in  adjusting  the  belt  of  his  sword,— all  aigon 
a  state  of  mind  very  difl^nt  from  that  which  k* 
tone  of  defiance  woiild  fain  have  implied.  "0(«- 
age,"  he  said,  "  my  trusty  soldier  I  speak  the  newa  v 
me.    I  can  bear  the  worst  thoa  hast  to  tell." 

"In  a  word,  then,"  said  the  Varangian,  *'joj 
Valour  directed  me  this  morning  to  play  theoflpitf 
master  of  the  roimds  upon  those  dimgeons  of  » 
Blacquernal  palace,  where  last  night  the  boirtM 

Count  Robert  of  Paris  was  incarcerated" -^    . 

"*  I  i«nember  well,"  said  AchUles  Tatio8.-"VVk« 
thenr 
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COUNT  ROBERT  OF  PARIS. 


er 


for  the  seirice  of  the  noblest  knights ;  bnt  that,  if  he 
saw  the  least  sign  of  his  making  an  ungrateful  use  of 
the  benefit  he  had  conferred,  he  would  bury  the  dag- 
ger, of  which  he  had  felt  the  efficacy,  to  the  very 
Handle  in  his  body. 

The  Sylvan  looked  fixedly  upon  Count  Robert, 
almost  as  if  he  understood  the  language  used  to  him, 
and,  making  one  of  its  native  murmurs,  it  stooped  to 
the  earth,  kissed  the  feet  of  the  knight,  and,  embra- 
cing  his  knees,  seemed  to  swear  to  him  eternal  grati- 
toqe  and  fidelity.  Accordingly,  when  the  Count 
retired  to  the  bed  and  assumed  nis  armour,  to  await 
the  re-opening  of  the  trap-door,  the  animal  sat  down 
by  his  sidi^  directing  his  eyes  in  the  line  with  his,  and 
seemed  quietly  to  wait  till  the  door  should  open. 

After  waiting  about  an  hour,  a  slight  noise  was 
heard  in  the  upper  chamber,  and  the  wild  man 
plucked  the  Frank  by  the  doak,  as  if  to  call  his 
attention  to  what  was  about  to  happen.  The  same 
voice  which  had  before  spoken,  was,  after  a  whbtle 
or  two,  heard  to  call,  Sylvan,  Sylvan !  where 
loiterest  thou  ?  Come  instantly,  or,  by  the  rood,  thou 
shalt  abye  thy  sloth !" 

The  poor  monster,  as  Trinculo  might  have  called 
him,  seemed  perfectly  aware  of  the  meaning  of  this 
threat,  and  showed  his  sense  of  it  by  pressing  close 
to  the  side  of  Count  Robert,  making  at  the  same  time 
a  kind  of  whining,  entreating,  it  would  seem,  the 
knight's  protection.  Forgetting  the  great  improba- 
bility there  was  even  in  nis  own  opinion,  that  the 
creature  could  understand  him.  Count  Robert  said, 
"Why,  my  friend,  thou  hast  already  learned  the 
principal  court  prayer  of  this  country,  by  which  men 
entreat  permission  to  speak  and  live.  Fear  nothing, 
poor  creature— I  am  thy  protector." 

"  Sylvan  I  what,  ho !"  said  the  voice  again ; 
'whom  hast  thou  got  for  a  companion  ?— some  of  the 
sends,  or  ghosts  of  murdered  men,  who  they  say  are 
freoaent  in  these  dungeons  ?  or  dost  thou  converse 
with  the  old  blind  rebel  Grecian  1— or,  finally,  is  it 
true  that  men  say  of  thee,  that  thou  canst  talk  mtel- 
ligibly  when  thou  wilt,  and  only  gibberest  and  chat- 
terest  for  fear  thou  art  sent  to  work  1  Come,  thou 
lazy  rascal !  thou  shalt  have  the  advantage  of  the 
ladder  to  ascend  by,  though  thou  needst  it  no  more 
than  a  daw  to  ascend  the  steeple  of  the  Cathedral  of 
St  Sophia.*  Come  along  then,"  he  said,  putting  a 
ladder  down  the  trap-door,  "  and  put  me  not  to  the 
trouble  of  descending  to  fetch  thee,  else,  by  St.  Swi- 
thm,  it  shall  be  the  worse  for  thee.  Come  along, 
therefore,  like  a  good  fellow,  and  for  once  I  shall 
spare  the  whip." 

.  The  animal,  apparently,  was  moved  by  this  rheto- 
ric, for,  with  a  doleful  look^  which  Count  Robert  saw 
by  means  of  the  nearly  extinguished  torch,  he  seemed 
to  bid  him  farewell,  and  to  creep  away  towards  the 
ladder  with  the  same  excellent  good- will  wherewith 
8  condemned  criminal  performs  the  like  evolution. 
But  no  sooner  did  the  Count  look  angry,  and  shake 
the  formidable  dagger,  than  the  intelligent  animal 
•eemed  at  once  to  take  his  resolution,  and  clenching 
his  hands  firmly  together  in  the  fashion  of  one  who 
has  made  up  his  mind,  he  returned  from  the  ladder's 
foot,  and  drew  up  behind  Count  Robert,— with, the 
air.  however,  of  a  deserter,  who  feels  himself  but  little 
at  home  when  called  into  the  field  against  his  an- 
cient commander. 

In  a  abort  time  the  warder's  patience  was  ex- 
hausted, and  despairing  of  the  sylvan's  voluntary 
return,  he  resolved  to  descend  in  quest  of  him.  Down 
die  ladder  he  came,  a  bundle  of  keys  in  one  hand, 
the  other  assisting  his  descent,  and  a  sort  of  dark 
lantern,  whose  bottom  was  so  fashioned  that  he 
could  wear  it  upon  his  head  like  a  hat.  He  had 
scarce  stept  on  me  floor,  When  he  was  surrounded 
by  the  nervous  arms  of  the  Count  of  Paris.  At  first 
the  warder's  idea  was,  that  he  was  seized  by  the  re- 
cusant Sylvan. 

"  How  now,  villain !"  he  said  ;  "  let  me  go,  or  thou 
shalt  die  the  death." 

"Thou  diest  thyself,"  said  the  Count,  who,  be- 
tween the  surprise  and  his  own  skill  in  wrestUng, 
felt  fully  his  advantage  in  the  struggle. 

*  Now  the  chief  moKiM  of  tbs  Oltomao  capltaL 


"Treason!  treason!"  cried  the  warder,  hearing 
by  the  voice  that  a  stranger  had  minaJed  in  the  con- 
test ;  "  help,  ho !  above  there !  help,  Hereward— Va* 
rangian  !-^Anglo- Saxon,  or  whatever  accursed  name 
thou  callest  thyself!" 

While  he  spoke  thus,  the  irresistible  grasp  of  Count 
Robert  seized  his  throat,  and  choked  nis  utterance. 
They  fell  heavily,  the  jailer  undermost,  upon  the 
floor  of  the  dungeon,  and  Robert  of  Paris,  the  neces- 
sity of  whose  case  excused  the  action,  plunged  his 
da«ser  in  the  throat  of  the  unfortunate.  Just  as  he 
didso,  a  noise  of  srmour  was  heard,  and,  ratthng 
down  the  ladder,  our  acquaintance  Hereward  atood 
on  the  floor  of  the  dungeon.  The  light,  which  had 
rolled  from  the  head  of  the  warder,  continued  to 
show  him  streaming  with  blood,  and  in  the  death- 
grasp  of  a  stranger.  Hereward  hesitated  not  to  fly 
to  his  assistance,  and,  seizing  upon  the  Count  of 
Paria  at  the  same  advantage  which  that  knight  had 
gained  over  his  own  adversary  a  moment  before,  held 
nim  forcibly  down  with  his  face  to  the  earth. 

Count  Robert  was  one  of  the  strongest  men  of  that 
military  age ;  but  then  so  was  the  Varangian :  and 
save  that  the  latter  had  obtained  a  decide  advan- 
tage by  having  his  antagonist  beneath  him,  it  could 
not  certainly  nave  been  conjectured  which  way  the 
combat  was  to  go. 

"  Yield !  as  your  own  jargon  goes,  rescue  or  no 
rescue,"  said  the  Varangian,  "  or  die  on  the  point  of 
my  dagger !" 

A  French  Count  never  yielda"  answered  Robert, 
who  began  to  conjecture  with  what  sort  of  person  he 
was  engaged,  "aooWa  all  to  a  vagabond  slave  like 
thee !"  with  this  he  made  an  efibrt  to  rise,  so  sud- 
den, so  strong,  so  powerful,  that  he  had  almost 
freed  himself  from  the  Varangian's  grasp,  had  not 
Hereward,  by  a  violent  exertion  of  his  great  strength. 

E reserved  the  advantage  he  had  gained,  and  raised 
is  poniard  to  end  the  strife  for  ever:  but  a  loud 
chucaling  laugh  of  an  unearthly  sound  was  at  this 
instant  heard.  The  Varangian's  extended  arm  was 
seized  with  vigour,  while  a  rough  arm,  embracing  his 
throat,  turned  him  over  on  his  back,  and  gave  the 
French  Count  an  opportunity  of  springing  up. 

"  Death  to  thee,  wretch  f"  said  the  V  arangian, 
scarce  knowing  whom  he  threatened ;  but  the  man 
of  the  woods  apparently  had  an  awful  recollection  of 
the  prowess  of  human  beings.  He  fled,  therefore, 
swiftly  up  the  ladder,  and  left  Hereward  and  his  de- 
liverer to  fight  it  out  with  what  success  chance  might 
determine  between  them. 

The  circumstances  seemed  to  argue  a  desperate 
combat;  both  were  tall,  strong,  and  courageous,  both 
had,  defensive  armour,  and  the  fatal  and  desperate 
poniard  was  their  only  offensive  weapon.  They 
pauaed  facing  each  other,  and  examined  eagerly  into 
their  respective  means  oi  defence  before  hazarding  a 
blow,  which,  if  it  missed,  its  attaint  would  certainly 
be  fatally  requited.  During  this  deadly  pause,  a 
gleam  snone  firom  the  trap-door  above,  as  the  wild 
and  alarmed  visage  of  the  man  of  the  woods  was 
seen  peering  down  by  the  Ught  of  a  newly  kindled 
torch  which  he  held  as  low  into  the  dungeon  as  he 
well  could. 

"Fight  bravely,  comrade,"  said  Count  Robert  of 
Paris,  for  we  no  longer  battle  in  private;  this  re- 
spectable oerson  having  chosen  to  constitute  himself 
judge  of  the  field." 

Hazardous  as  his  situation  was,  the  Varangian 
looked  up,  and  was  so  struck  with  the  wild  and  ter- 
rifiui  expression  which  the  creature  had  assumed, 
and  the  strife  between  curiosity  and  terror  which  ita 
grotesque  features  exhibited,  that  he  could  not  help 
bursting  into  a  fit  of  laughter. 

"  Sylvan  is  among  those,"  said  Hereward,  "  who 
would  rather  hold  the  candle  to  a  dance  so  formida- 
ble than  join  in  it  himself." 

"  Is  there  then."  said  Count  Robert,  "  any  absolute 
necessity  that  thou  and  I  perform  this  dance  at 
all?" 

"None  but  our  own  pleasure,"  answered  Here- 
ward, "for  I  suspect  there  is  not  between  us  any  legi* 
timate  cause  of  quaiTsI  demanding  to  be  fought  out 
in  such  a  place,  and  before  such  a  spectator.    Thou 
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CHAPTER  XX. 


Heriward  waBnatlonfflntnicinR  ih«crv  [Urouah 
(he  wooded  wnlks,  when  a  Itmale  nishcd  inio  tiis 
Hruis;  alarmeil,  an  it  apneareil,  by  Sylvan,  wlio  wdb 
punumu  hn  rlo*cIy.  The  twuro  oT  Itnewird,  willi 
oia  aie  uiiliflcd,  put  an  innuit  alop  to  hu>  canvr,  Hnit 
wilb  a  li-lrilicU  Dole  of  Iiia  nalivK  lth*,  bo  witbditw 
inio  ihe  iliickcM  of  ibc  adjainiiui  tbiiagc. 

Relk-Tol  tram  hU  pieaencr,  IlurGwatd  had  lilD''  lo 
took  at  ihe  fcliiulr  wham  liu  liail  Miccouml ;  Slic 
wan  arrarcd  in  a  dnvs  which  rnniiiilcd  of  srvoral 
cutount,  iFiBl  wtiii-h  iinduniinalcd  bnno  a  |>nl<!  yellow  i 
hcT  luoit!  was  of  lhi>  eutuur,  am),  like  a  mudt'ia 
Kown,  waa  cloai-ly  llllixl  lu  ilie  body,  whirh,  in  ihc 
prwviil  cane,  wu>  that  uf  a  tall,  but  wy  well-fbrmvd 
perion.  The  uionite,  or  upper  eanncnl,  in  whicli 
the  wlioU'  figurE  waa  wrapped,  wan  uf  Bne  elulh  ; 
and  iliv  kind  of  houd  wliieh  was  aiiacbcd  lu  it  laviaK 
flown  back  with  the  rapidity  of  her  mulioii,  lavo  to 
Tiiiw  llic  liair,  bcautifidly  adorned  and  twielixTinlo  a 
natural  hcnil'JivM.  Benvth  thia  natural  lieod^^ar 
Bppi-arLi]  n  face  paki  ai  death.  fTom  a  senn  ol  ihe 
nipiw^L-d  dani^r,  hut  which  prewrwd,  even  amidu 
its  iciTur*,  an  exquiniu  dettnt  of  beaiii);. 

ILrreward  waa  ihunderatiuck  at  thia  apparilbl). 
The  drcBd  wa»  nejlli'ir  Grocian,  Italian,  nor  of  Iho 
cOBtuinn  uf  ibe  Frank* ;— it  wtt  Somn  .'—connected 
by  a  ihiMiMind  tender  lemembranerit  with  Here- 
ward'n  ctuMhood  and  fouth.  The  c-ircuinatancG  waa 
women,  indeed,  there 
■  '■-'  ■-'•  d  ihiir  (JT- 


lecollcction,  look  place  in  her  earlier  than  m  the  u- 
loniahod  VarBOpsn. 

"  Blciwed  Maiy  1"  ehe  (aid,  "  bavB  I  indeed  utud 
the  ln»i  bitter  cup,  snd  it  it  here  where  thou  reuniiol 
'ly  votarieB  afrer  death  !— Speak,  Herewaid  1  if  ihou 

ri  auuhl  but  an  empty  crcamreor  the  imafnatuoi! 

-apcaK.  and  icll  nic,  if  I  have  but  dreamed  of  ihii 

"  Cnllect  ^lywlf.  my  beloved  Beriho,"  aiid  Ihi 
..nfllo-Sanon,  recalled  by  the  gound  of  her  tokc. 
"  and  prtpnrc  to  tndure  what  thou  livpM  to  wilnm 
nnd  lliy  Ilercward  euivlvea  to  lell.  Hial  hideoia 
ihinR  exiala— nay,  do  not  nan.  and  look  611  a  liidma- 

8bK0— thy  own  gentle  band  with  a  hdintt  rod  i»  ai- 
cicnt  to  lame  na  couiatir.    And  am  I  not  hea. 
Berlha?    Wouldfl  iliouwiah  onother  eafcauard  V 
■'— eiclaimcd  ebe,  eeiiinii  on  the  arm  of 
I  lover.     "  Do  I  not  ki.o»;>-i>u  nuw ." 
but  now  you  know  nic,  Bcrthn'7''  ui 


da  ctuMbood  ami  voiii 
it  extruonUiiary.  Bax. 
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the  diaracicr  and  cmiduei  uf  then'  haabnnda  secured 
lllem  n  deftrcc  of  nmieul,  which  ihry  mii^l  not  have 
met  with  either  aa  Ctfecian  or  ait  atran(ter  remalea  ol 
m  Mtnilor  rank.  Kgt  aiinoat  all  ihcae  wt-rc  perrannlly 
known  to  Heniwatd.  ft  was  no  thne,  however,  for 
reverie— he  wea  bimMlf  in  danger— the  uiuaiion  of 
Ihe  younx  female  mi);ht  be  no  rale  unc.  In  every 
uaae,  it  wua  jodirioui  to  quit  the  more  public  jian  of 
■he  itanlRu* )  he  lliciefore  bet  not  a  moment  m  eun- 
veyinK  the  fiiintinit  Saxon  tu  a  retreat  ha  fhrtmiaiely 
waa  uc^uaiuted  with.  A  uiwred  path.  oliBciircil  by 
vcKPiBtion,  kd  ihrouKh  a  apecleB  of  labyiinih  to  an 
ailitieial  cavo,  at  ibe  bottom  of  which,  half-nnved 
with  shells,  mosf,  and  xpar^  lay  the  gigBnuc  and  hi  " 

sttnliutHi— ihnt  is,  iia  front  crowned  with  wai 
lilieH  and  Mdee^  and  its  ample  hand  hBir-reBt...„ 
upon  nn  empty  urn.    The  altitude  of  ibe  whole  figure 
correspondeil  with   ihe  motto,— "I  buep— *• 

"  Accuraod  relic cf  pa^nism."  raid  Hereward, who 
was,  in  uropio-iion  to  hi*  UrIiI,  n  lealoua  Cbriil — 

''  bniliMi  slock  or  stone  that  ihou  art !  1  will 

ihce  with  a  venueance."  Sn  snyins,  ho  alruck  Ihe 
head  of  the  BluiiiberinK  deity  wilb  bia  naftle-aie,  and 
deranftcd  thi^  ploy  of  the  faunlain  no  much  that  the 

'■  Tlimi  nn  a  fiood  block  ncverthcIcKj."  said  the 
VstanEian,  "  lo  tend  succour  so  nctdful  to  the  aiil  of 
my  poor  countrywoman.  Thou  fbalt  eive  her  also, 
with  thy  leave,  a  pairtion  of  ihy  coucli.  So  sayinf;, 
he  arranged  hts  fair  burden,  who  was  ea  yet  insensi- 
ble, upon  the  pcdealsl  wlwrc  the  Bsure  of  the  Rivci 
Ood  reclined.  lndoinKlhis.hia  attention  was  recsll. 
ad  to  her  Gice,  and  again  nnd  sfiain  he  waa  ibiillcd 
withancmotionof  hope,  but  so  piceesivdy  like  fear, 
that  it  couM  only  be  cunipated  to  ihn  flickerinc  of  a 
torch,  uaceftaui  whethtr  it  is  to  linht  npurbcin- 
atantly  cxtniKaiabtd.  With  u  son  of  niechanical 
atloition,  ha  rontinued  to  make  such  eRorla 
could  to  recall  the  inlelleci  of  the  beaunful  en 

befois  him.    Ui»  feelini;*  were  ihoic  of  the  . 

nomicsl  sage,  10  whom  the  rise  of  the  moon  slowly 

SI  once,  as  a  Chiislian,  hia  hope  of  felicity,  and.  as  _ 
philOBopher,  the  source  of  hiaknowled^.  The  blood 
ntnnied  to  her  cheek,  and  reanimaiktn,  and 


H.fl 

"I  au*peeted  lirlnre, 
\fj  "hut ^I  know  wii 

IIi'Fcward  Hiflcred  her  imaainalion  lo  clear  iIkH 
fnim  the  shock  it  bad  rereiT(..d  so  suddenly,  brloiilii 

'titurixl  to  nnternpon  preient  events,  in  wbii'h  ibcn 
,.aii  BO  tnueh  bolh  to  doubt  am)  to  Tear.  He  pt^ 
initltd  her,  iherdbrn,  lo  recall  to  her  memory'  all  ila 

anJMcd  by  the  tribes  of  both  ihcir  fathers.  $h«  aia- 
lionnl  in  broken  words  the  Biehl  of  arrow*  ilii- 
diarged  against  the  boar  by  youtisand  old,  nisleiBd 
f^uc,  and  bow  her  own  wdl-simcd.  but  frcbk 
ihaA,  wounded  him  sharply ;  sho  forirot  not  hov, 
ucenicil  at  the  pain,  the  creature  rushed  upon  htrv 
hs  rausr,  laid  bar  palfrey  deod  upon  the  i-pai.  ud 
iTOuU  Boon  ham  alain  her,  had  not  Hereward,  whta 
every  attempt  hiled  tu  brinEhis  borseuptu  themuc- 
ttvr,  thrown  hinitelf  fhim  nis  seat,  aiid  intetpowl 
perranally  between  the  boar  and  Bertha.  The  D9it!c 
was  not  decided  without  a  desperate  slruattle:  liie 
boar  was  idain,  but  Hereward  lecdvcd  the  deep  fub 
u|<on  his  brow  which  xhe  whom  he  had  saved  Den 
recallijlo  her  rotuioty.  "Alasl"  sho  said,  '*wlm 
have  we  been  10  each  other  since  that  petiod  !  aad 
;  now.  in  this  forncii  land  T' 
for  thyself,  my  Uerlha,"  said  the  Varso. 

„ ^  ...ou  cBuBtj— and  ifihou  canst  with  tniih 

my  that  thou  an  ilir  'Bme  Bertha  who  vowtd  oAf- 
tioii  to  Herew-nnI,  l-tlieve  me,  it  were  unful  to  kf- 
pneeihat  iheaiiinis  have  brought  us  together  wiihi 
view  uf  OUT  bciuK  alterwanla  riiparaled. 

"  Hcrewaidi"  i>aid  Bertha,  "you  have  not  ptesetvd 
the  bird  in  your  bosom  safer  than  I  hav>;;  alhomeo 
abroad,  in  serviiude  or  in  fntdom,  amidst  sorrowa 
^  wsnt,  my  thousht  was  always  on  ibr 

.  pliahtot  to  Hcrswaid  at  tbe  elooe  e; 

Odin." 

''  Say  no  mote  of  that,"  aaid  Herewerd:  ''  it  •11 
an  impious  rite,  ond  ttuod  could  not  come  <Hil." 

"  Was  it  then  so  impious  1"  she  said,  Ihe  unbiddco 
tcarrusliing  ir.io  h  tlntBe  blue  eye.— "Alas!  it  "• 
a  pleasure  lo  TeDet'i  ibaiUcrewaiU  was  minebydiii 
solemn  engagemeiil  I'' 

"  Listen  lo  me,  my  Bctiha."  aaid  Herewanl  ui- 
inghir  hand:  "We  were  then  almoat  childr-n;  iiM 
though  our  vow  waa  in  itself  innocenl,  yet  itwu« 
far  wronKi  as  btint;  sworn  in  the  preaence  irfa  d&i^ 
idol,  representing  one  who  waa^  while  olive,  a  blnni 
and  cruel  mntnciaTt.  But  we  will,  the  instant  la  ct- 
portunity  oilers  iiselC  renew  our  vow  Selbft  1  itirji 
uf  real  sanctily,  and  promifs  auitable  penance  liirf* 
ifmoraot  acknowkxlBment  of  Odin,  to  piopitilletb 
real  D.,;f,  who  can  beat  us  Ihrouttn  those  itonni' 
advctsiiy  which  arc  like  Itt  siuround  us." 

Leavinf;  Ibi:ni  for  the  tune  to  their  love-diasurK 
of  a  n:iliire  pun\  simple,  and  interesting,  ne  ibu 
give,  in  tLw  words,  all  that  the  reader  neods  10  Iih> 
of  their  pcparnlehialotj  between  the  boar's  bont  >" 
i!ie  time  of  ihcir  meelins  in  the  eardensof  .igrfiiitt 

In  that  doubtful  stiiii-  espmenesd  by  miiii-l 
Walthcofi;  tbe  father  of  Hcrewaid,  aod  Enrind,  lie 
parent  of  Bertha,  used  10  aeeamble  llMT  DBsabdud 
tribes,  sometimes  In  tbe  fertile  reEiiiiiip[Dan<w^ 
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■oroetimes  in  the  dark  wooded  solitudes  of  Hamp- 
shire, but  KB  much  as  possible  within  the  call  of  trie 
bugle  of  the  famous  Edcric  the  Forester,  so  long 
leader  of  the  insurKent  Saxons.  The  chiefs  we  have 
mtntioned  were  among  the  last  bold  men  who  as- 
serted the  independence  of  the  Saxon  race  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  like  their  captain.  Ederic,  they  were  gene- 
rally Known  by  the  name  of  Foresters,  ns  men  who 
hved  by  hunting,  when  their  power  of  making  excur- 
sions was  checked  and  repelled.  Hence  they  made 
a  step  backwards  in  civih2ation,  and  became  more 
like  to  their  remote  ancestora  of  German  descent, 
than  they  were  to  their  more  immt^diate  and  civiiizea 
predecessors,  who,  before  the  battle  of  Hastings,  had 
advanced  considerably  in  the  arts  of  civilized  Fife. 

Old  Buperatitions  had  begun  to  revive  among  them, 
and  hence  the  practice  of  youths  and  maidens  plight- 
ing their  troth  at  the  stone  circles  dedicated,  as  it  was 
sufyposed,  to  Odin,  in  whom,  however,  they  had  long 
ceased  to  nourish  any  of  the  sincere  belief  which  was 
entertained  by  their  heathen  ancestore. 

In  another  respect,  these  outlaws  were  fast  reas- 
saming  a  striking  pecuharity  of  the  ancient  Germans. 
Their  drciimstances  naturally  brought  the  youth  of 
both  sexes  much  together,  and  by  early  marriage,  or 
leas  permanent  connexions,  the  population  would 
have  increased  far  beyond  the  means  which  the  out- 
laws had  to  maintain,  or  even  to  protect  themselves. 
The  laws  of  the  Foresters,  therefore,  strictly  enjoined 
that  marriages  should  be  prohibited  until  the  hride- 
xroom  was  twenty-one  years  complct(\  Future  alli- 
ances w^e  indeed  often  formal  by  the  young  people, 
nor  was  this  discountenanced  by  the'u"  parents,  pro- 
vided that  the  lovers  waited untilthe period  when  the 
majority  of  the  bridegroom  should  permit  them  to 
many.  Such  voutlis  as  infringed  this  rule,  incurred 
the  dishonourable  epithet  of  nuUUring^  or  worthless, 
--an  epithet  of  a  nature  so  insulting,  that  men  were 
known  to  have  slain  themselves,  rather  than  endure 
Ufo  under  such  opprobrium.  But  the  ofTendcre  were 
very  few  amidst  a  race  trained  in  moderation  and  self- 
deooal;  and  hence  it  was  that  woman,  worshipped 
kft  BO  many  yeara  like  something  sacred,  was  re- 
ceived, when  she  becsme  the  head  of  a  family,  into 
the  arms  and  heart  of  a  husband  who  had  so  long 
expected  her,  was  treated  as  something  moreelevat^ 
than  the  mere  idol  of  the  moment ;  and  feeling  the 
rate  at  which  she  was  valued,  endeavoured  by  her 
actions  to  make  her  life  correspond  with  it. 

It  was  by  the  whole  population  of  these  tribes  as 
well  as  their  parents,  that  afUT  the  adventure  of  the 
boar  hunt,  Hereward  and  Bertha  were  considered  as 
lovers  whose  alliance  was  pointed  out  by  Heaven, 
and  they  were  encouraged  to  approximate  as  mucli 
ts  their  mutual  inclinations  prompted  them.  The 
youths  of  the  tribe  avoided  asking  Bertha's  hand  at 
the  dance,  and  the  maidens  used  no  maidenly  entreaty 
or  artifice  to  detain  Hereward  beside  them,  if  Bertha 
was  present  at  the  feast.  They  clasped  each  other's 
hinds  through  the  perforaied  stone,  which  they  called 
the  altar  of  Odin,  though  latter  ages  have  ascribed  it 
to  the  Druids,  and  they  implored  that  if  they  broke 
their  faith  to  each  other,  their  fault  might  be  avenged 
br  the  twelve  swords  which  were  now  drawn  around 
toem  durin£[  the  ceremony  by  as  many  youths,  and 
that  their  misfortunes  might  he  so  many  as  twelve 
maidens,  who  stood  around  with  their  hair  loosened, 
should  be  unable  to  recount,  either  in  prose  or  verse. 

The  torch  of  the  Saxon  Cupiri  shone  for  some 
yean  as  brilliant  as  when  it  was  first  lighted.  The 
time,  however,  came  when  they  were  to  be  tried  by 
adversity,  though  undeserved  by  the  perfidy  of  either. 
Years  had  gone  past,  and  Hereward  had  to  count 
with  anxiety  how  many  months  and  weeks  were  to 
separate  him  from  the  bride,  who  was  beginning 
already  by  dosrees  to  shrink  less  shyly  from^he  ex- 

KBBsions  andcaresses  of  one  who  was  soon  to  term 
r  all  his  own.  William  Rufus,  however,  had  formed 
a  plan  of  totally  extirpating  the  Foresters,  whose 
implacable  hatred,  and  restless  love  of  freedom,  had 
so  often  disturbed  the  quiet  of  his  kingdom,  and  de- 
spised his  forest  laws.  He  assembled  his  Norman 
fwees,  Slid  united  to  them  a  body  of  Saxons  who 
had  submitted  to  his  rule.  He  thus  brought  an  over- 


powering foree  upon  the  bands  of  WaltheofT  and 
Engelred,  who  found  no  resource  but  to  throw  the 
females  of  their  tribe,  and  such  as  could  not  bear 
arms,  into  a  convent  dedicated  to  St.  Augustin,  of 
which  Kenelm  their  relation  was  prior,  and  then 
turning  to  the  battle,  vindicated  their  ancient  valour 
by  fie[hting  it  to  the  last.  Both  the  unfortunate  chiefs 
remainal dead  on  the  field,  and  Hereward  and  his  bro- 
ther had  well  nigh  shared  their  fate ;  but  some  Saxon 
inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  who  adventured 
on  the  field  of  battle,  which  the  victors  had  left  bare  of 
every  thing  save  the  booty  of  the  kites  and  the  ravens, 
found  the  bodies  of  the  youths  still  retaining  life.  As 
they  were  generally  well  known  and  much  beloved 
by  tnetjie  pL-ople,  Hereward  and  his  brother  were  taken 
care  of  till  their  wounds  hraaii  to  close,  and  their 
strength  returned.  Hereward  then  heard  the  doleful 
news  of  the  death  of  his  father  and  Engehed.  His 
next  iiiauiry  was  concerning  his  betrothed  bride  and 
her  mother.  The  poor  inhabitants  could  give  him 
little  information.  Some  of  the  females  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  convent,  the  Norman  knights 
and  nobles  had  seized  upon  as  their  slaves,  and  the 
rest,  with  the  monks  who  had  harboured  them,  were 
turned  adrift,  and  their  place  of  retreat  was  com- 
pletely sacked  and  burnt  to  the  ground. 

Half-dead  himself  at  hearing  these  tidings,  Here- 
ward sallied  out,  and  at  every  risk  of  death,  for  the 
Saxon  Foresters  were  treated  as  outlaws,  commenced 
inquiries  after  those  so  dear  to  him.  He  asked  con- 
cerning the  particular  fate  of  Bertha  and  her  mother, 
among  the  miserable  creatures  who  yet  hovered 
about  the  neighbourhood  of  the  convent,  like  a  few 
half-scorched  Decs  about  their  smothered  hive.  But, 
in  the  magnitude  of  their  own  terrors,  none  had  re- 
tained eyes  for  their  neighbours,  and  all  that  thev 
could  say  was,  that  the  wife  and  daughter  of  Engel- 
red were  certainly  lost ;  and  their  imaginations  sug- 
gest^ so  many  heart-rending  details  of  this  conclu- 
sion, that  Hereward  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  further 
researches,  likely  to  terminate  so  uselessly  and  so 
horribly.  ,    ^ 

The  young  Saxon  had  been  all  his  life  bred  up  in  a 
patriotic  hatred  to  the  Normans,  who  did  not,  it  was 
likely,  become  dearer  to  his  thoughts  in  consequence  of 
this  victory.  He  dreamed  at  firat  of  crossing  the  Strait, 
to  make  war  against  the  hated  enemy  in  their  own 
country ;  but  an  idea  so  extravagant  did  not  long  re- 
tain possession  of  his  mind.  His  fate  was  decided 
by  his  encountering  an  aged  palmer,  who  knew,  or 
pretended  to  have  known,  his  father,  and  to  be  a  na- 
^  tive  of  England.    This  man  was  a  disguised  Varan- 

§ian,  selected  for  the  purpose,  possessed  of  art  and 
exterity,  and  well  provided  with  money.  He  had 
httle  dimculty  in  pereuading  Hereward,  in  the  hope- 
less desolatk>n  of  his  condition,  to  join  the  Varangian 
Guard,  at  this  moment  at  war  with  the  Normans, 
imdcr  which  name  it  suited  Hereward' s  preposses- 
sions to  represent  the  Empcror*s  wars  with  Robert 
Guiscard,  his  son  Bohemond,  and  other  adventurers, 
in  Italy,  Greece,  or  Sicily.  A  journey  to  the  East  also 
inferred  a  pilgrimage,  and  gave  the  unfortunate  Here- 
ward the  chance  of  purchasing  panlon  for  his  sins 
by  visiting  the  Holy  Land.  In  gaining  Hereward, 
the  recruiter  also  secured  the  services  of  his  elder 
brother,  who  hod  vowed  not  to  separate  from  him. 

The  high  character  of  both  brothere  for  courage, 
induced  this  wily  agent  to  consider  them  as  a  gre&t 

{>rize,  and  it  was  from  the  memoranda  respecting  the 
lisiory  and  character  of  those  whom  he  recnuted,  m 
which  the  elder  had  been  unreservedly  communica- 
tive, that  Agelastes  picked  up  the  information  re- 
specting Iiereward's  family  and  nrcumstances, 
which,  at  their  first  secret  interview,  he  made  use  of 
to  impress  upon  the  Varangian  th;  idea  of  his  super- 
natural knowledge.  Several  of  his  companions  m 
arms  were  thus  gained  over;  for  it  will  easily  be 
guessed,  that  these  memorials  were  intrusted  to  the 
keeping  of  Achilles  Tatius,  and  he,  to  further  their 
joint  purpose^  imparted  them  to  Agelastes,  who  thus 
obtained  a  general  credit  for  supernatural  knowledge 
among  these  ignorant  men.  But  Hereward's  blunt 
faith  and  honesty  enabled  him  to  shun  the  snare. 
Such   being  tne  fortunes  of  Hereward,  those  of 
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manded,  thai  tJie  Ituly  ibreaiAneJ.  uiJ  iIibl  hei  nii 
thcT  adviwd  Biiil  enlreDicd.  More  cUikIv  pretHd  Id 
plivnle  by  her  mollier,  ihe  Ici  her  maiive  bD  known, 
which  had  uoi  before  been  Butpccud.  "Iknaw,' 
phs  Haid  wiili  a  flood  of  learH,  "  ibai  iiijr  father  vaii 
have  died  ere  1  was  snbjecleil  to  this  inauli  •,  ma 
rhen — who  shall  aunirc  me  Ihil  vow*  whKh  wetr 
niadc  lu  the  Suion  Bi  rtha,  will  be  bindine  if  a 
t'Yencli  AEBlha  be  «ubati(ii(«l  in  htr  Mead  !  'IIih 
niay  haniali  mu"  aha  saii],  "orkill  u>e  if  tbcy  will 
bul  if  Ibe  aon  uf  WalUkrutT  should  agun  mnrl  «ifi 
ihe  daofthter  of  Vlnjclitd,  ho  shall  aieel  ihai  Untlui 
whom  ho  knew  in  ihc  futrsii  of  Hamplun.'' 
.  All  ariiuiiiGiil  wuin  vaini  ihe  fjaxon  loairlen  re 
luaineil  oll>Iinall^  arid  to  try  tu  break  her  ^-■oll|[ull. 
thel^r  of  Aqiranionlcai  IcnKili  »i>oku/>rdiamiu- 


,.K'...- -.. 

wilb  her  young  ladr;  but  M  1l 

"  "''   -■-   -  uHlet  her  own  name,  than  be  it- 
of  her  fathers,  and  condemn  ii  u 


ly,  that  iilic  would  oorrow  biiwriy  al  put' 

— „    . her  young  W"-  '— *  "  ■•  "'■ ■■■ 

would  rarbcr  bwun'ler 


•a  [he  tlira 


Berlho  forined  the  nubjecl  of  a  broken  andpaagioi — 
rainmunicalion  between  the  lovers,  broken  like  nn 
A|>rJdBy,  and  mingled  with  mnny  H  [ender  eareaa, 
such  an  nmdeely  permiiBto  loverfl  when  they  meet 
ajiuin  uncxpi'Clcilly  after  a  separation,  which  threat- 
ened to  be  (lernnl.  Bui  the  alory  may  be  com- 
prehonded  in  a  few  words,  Aniiil  the  aenrnil  Hack 
of  the  monnsiery,  nn  old  Nurmau  knight  aeiied 
upon  Benha  as  his  prize.  Struck  with  her  beauty, 
hi-  dennn-'d  ht-r  as  nn  attendant  upon  Ills  daughter, 
joal  tlien  come  out  of  ihe  years  of  ebililluiod,  and  Ihe 
vrrv  apple  of  bei  father's  eye,  bfinj;  llioonly  diild  td* 
hiK  bcl»vcd  conntf-sa,  and  aent  lalo  in  life  lo  bleaa 
rhi  ir  marriu^  bed.  It  was  In  ihn  order  of  ihiiigs 
that  ihe  lady  of  Aauramonta,  whu  was  cimsulrrably 

KinifliT  than  lh<>  krunhl,  should  ftovcm  her  hut- 
nrl,  and  ihat  Brcnhildo,  their  daugbier,  i'     ' ' 
t'em  >iaih  her  pnnints. 

The  Krut-hl  of  A^iraniunic,  iKiwever,  i 
obaerved,  enkTlained  some  dcnrc  lu  direcl  his  yduns 
ofMprinK  10  more  frminine  ninuscrnantti  than  tliow 
which  b^n  alretidyloiiul  her  life  frequently  in  dan- 
ger. Cnnlradiction  waa  not  lo  bo  thoushl  ot,  as  (he 
good  oh!  kni^fhi  knew  by  expcnenee.  The  infhienre 
and  example  of  a  companion  a  litlle  older  thao  ber- 
Mf  mifcht  be  of  soiuc  avail,  artd  il  was  with  this 
view  that,  in  the  confusiou  of  iho  sack,  Asptamonlu 
wi»d  upon  the  nralhfiil  Bertha.  Tcrrifieil  lo  the 
nunosi  riefiTVFi  Ab  dung  to  her  mother,  and  the 
KiUKht  of  Awrninontc,  wlii>  bad  a  softer  Kcan  than 
waa  then  iiauall)i  found  under  a  steel  cuimss,  moved 
by  the  affliction  of  the  mother  and  datwhter,  and  re- 
eolkcling  tlial  ihc  fbrmcr  miglit  also  fie  a  uaefui  at- 
jendanl  upon  hia  lady,  extended  hia  proteclimi  to 
holhj  and  convrying  tlicm  out  uf  Ihc  iiress,  paid  the 
Boldiera  who  venltued  to  disputi  the  spoil  with  liim, 
parlly  in  some  small  picocs  of  iiiouey,  and  partly  in 
dry  blows  with  tlio  reverse  of  his  lance. 

Tbo  well-natured  knifdil  soon  ahcT  rclurni-d  lo  hie 
own  ctfllii,  and  btdiu;  a  man  of  an  orderly  life  and 
VfTluouB  hnbila,  the  chamiinK  hcauiiea  of  the  Saxon 
TinpOi  and  Ihe  more  lipencd  eharma  of  her  mother. 
dianot  prevent  thdr  travelling  in  all  hooour  as  well    . . 
tssaiel]tlo  his  family  tbrtress,  the  easlle  of  Aspra-  i  Ch 
nwnte.    Here  auch  msBlcra  as  could  be  procured  |  hei 
were  sot  (oKCthei  to  tcacli  Ihc  young  Bertha  eviry  I  ihi 
•on  M  rrmaleaecomplishnu'Mt.  m  Ihe  hai>e  ihai  )ier   ^v 

mislresR,  Brenhilda,  mij;ht  be  inspired  wilh  a  desire  ihall  be  f,)r  ever  blended. 
to  ^lartake  in  hnr  eduradon ;  but  although  tliis  m  far  I  The  Lady  of  Asptamonlc  was  confounded  :  3h* 
ipcccedeJ.  that  the  Saxun  captive  became  highly  '  knew  Ihat  her  daughter  was  perfectly  capableofdn 
skilled  in  buch  mii^ie,  needle-work,  and  uihcr  female  wild  course  which  she  had  announced,  >r)d  thai  •he 
accomplielmiGntg  as  were  known  in  the  time,  yet  her  herself,  even  with  her  husband's  aaaiitance.  wddU 
ypuns  mistresii,  Brenhitda,  retained  the  taste  for  '  be  unable  lo  prevent  her  following  it.  Shepasnnly 
Ihose  martial  nmuBcinenia  which  had  ao  seuaibl^  listened,  (hercfore;  white  the  Saxon  matron,  formctlr 
grieved  her  fiiher,  but  to  which  her  mother,  w)jo  Urica.  but  now  jrartha,  addreased  her  dauKhiO'. 
herself  had  nouriahed  such  fanciea  in  her  youth,  rea-  "My  child,"  she  said,  "as  you  value  honour,  vmoi, 
dlly  gave  aanction.  safety,  and  eiati Hide,  soften  your  heart  towaiilsyoiir 

The  captives,  however,  were  kindly  treated.  Bren-  master  and  misiress,  and  follow  ihe  advice  ef  a  pa- 
hilda  became  inlinitely  aliached  to  the  young  An-  rent,  who  hsi  more  years  and  mote  judgmeal  thai 
glo-Raxon,  whnm  she  loved  less  for  her  ingenuiiyin  vou.  And  you,  iny  denresi  young  lady,  let  notyoo 
ana,  than  for  her  actiniy  in  field  aports,  to  which  lody-moihcr  think  that  an  allachmeni  to  the  sia- 
her  early  stale  of  independence  bad  trainiil  liur.  cises  you  excel  in.  haa  dcsiroyed  in  your  boaom  filial 

The  Lady  of  Aapramontc  was  also  kind  lo  both  the    ilfcclion,  and  a  regard  to  ihe  delicacy  of  your  sei! 


where  her  moihnr  was  ji 

eneddoomofbaniihnieil.       ,  ._ 

icr,  madam,"  saki  die  dauntless  younsladyi'l 
as  much  concerned  in  the  doom  which  ]-au  an 

_-  III  Id  pass  aais  Ilcrttiai  if  she  crosses  the  driw- 
biidpcof  A^pramunic  as  an  exile,  mi  will  I,  wbtniha 
*"*  Iried  her  tears,  of  which  even  my  itiulBnce 
never  vrinc  one  IVom  her  eyea.  She  shall  b> 
...,  ^iiiro  and  body  ailendant  oiid  Lsuncdul,  ihr. 
bard,  shall  folhiw  with  my  spear  and  shield." 

llier,  _"  from  so  foolish  an  exprditioii  before  the  sua 


ircss.  "  the  sun  shall  neiitur 
m  return,  lill  this  name  of 
;rca9,  Brenhilda,  are  wofW 
if  fame  can  sound  them.— 


endant  by  ihe  hi 


by  the  haniL  "if  Heaven  halh  tora 
;ounliy  and  thy  plighted  troth,  it  hsdi 
Iter  and  a  friend,  wilh  whom  ttiy  rami 


>e-iy  ty 


ibibed  ai 


idea,  Bireni?lhened  by  an  old  dolmg  fathet-confesst 


iiir  ii.siiu..,  after  watching  ihe  influence  of  this  ad- 
vice upon  the  young  women,  "  perhaps  if  it  may  be 
l>erinillcd  n—   '  — '■'  -'-' '' '- -   —':-■■ 


rhe  kind  purpose  « 

-'aa."    The  lady  of  Aapramoalt 

the  Saxon  matron  to  proceed.  


mio  the  Chnmian  church  by  baptism.  ^gned  lo  the  Saxon  matron  to  proceed.     She  wnl 

Though  feelipg  Iho  falsehood  and  injustice  of  the    Jn  accordingly  i  "The  Satosa,  deareat  ladj,  of  the 
accuaaiion.  the  nmher  had  sense  enough  to  submit    orescnt  day.  are  neither  pasaoa  nor  btnlicii  loCf 
'  e  of  keeping  ,Ea«ler,  M*eUM>Daa 


Bt  of  ht 


-.- -.,..»  had  sense  enough  to  submit    D1 

ssity.  and  ru^ved  Ihe  name  of  Mariha  in  all    ai 
"10  vbichshe  answered  diiriJ 


But  Beriha  showed  a  character  upon  ih 
inconsisient  wilh  ihe  general  docilily  and  gon.ienesa 
of  her  icHiper.     She  boldly  refused  lo  ba  adnutied 
anew  mto  the  pale  of  ilia  church,  of  which  her  con- 

.-111.  .,  wsg  already  a  member,  or  10  ex- '  luDmi 
ihe  name  oiiginaliy  given  her  at  I  her  Si 
1  vain  Ihai  the  old  knight  eoni-  I  m  you 


ng  ihe    iiher  disputable  doetruK,  humbly  obedient  to  lb 

Pope  uf  Rjittie  I  and  ihia  our  »>od  Bishop  well  kaa** 

session  I  jincc  he  upbraided  aome  of  the  domealiea  far  ealliit 


change  fur  another  ihe  ni 


old  heathen.    Yet — . 

ears  of  the  Franks,  and  bear,  perhapa,  absalBca- 

sound.    If  il  be  not  eiacted  that  dt  daugty 

I...I  in  •  T,i|w  rite  of  baptism,  aha  will  lay  am 

ue  of  Bertha  upon  all  occaMOns  wUi 

-able  houadola.    This  will  nl  ilMti 
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a  debate  which,  with  forgivenesa,  I  think  is  scarce 
pf  importance  enough  to  break  the  oeace  of  this  cas- 
de.  I  will  engage  that,  in  gratitnae  for  this  indul- 
gence of  a  trimng  scruple,  my  daughter,  if  possible, 
shall  double  the  zeal  and  assiduity  of  her  service  to 
her  young  lady." 

The  Lady  of  Aspramonte  was  glad  to  embrace  the 
meana  which  this  offer  presenteoTof  extrication  her- 
self from  the  dispute  with  as  little  compromise  of 
dignity  as  could  well  be.  "  If  the  good  Lord  Bishop 
approved  of  such  a  compromise, '  she  said,  "she 
would  for  herself  withdraw  her  opposition.  The 
prelate  approved  accordingly,  the  more  readily  that 
he  was  informed  that  the  young  heiress  desired  ear- 
nestly such  an  agreement.  The  peace  of  the  castle 
was  restored,  anid  Bertha  recognised  her  new  name 
of  Agatha  as  a  name  of  service,  but  not  a  name  of 
bantism. 

One  effect  the  dispute  certainly  produced,  and  that 
was,  increasing  in  an  enthusiastic  degree  the  love  of 
Bertha  for  her  young  mistress.  With  that  amiable 
failing  of  attached  domestics  and  humble  friends,  she 
endeavoured  to  serve  her  as  she  knew  she  loved  to 
be  served;  and  therefore  indulged  her  mistress  in 
those  chivalrous  fancies  which  distinguished  her 
even  in  her  own  ag&  and  in  ours  would  have  ren- 
dered her  a  female  Ctuixote.  Bertha,  indeed,  never 
caught  the  frenzy  of  her  mistress;  but,  strong,  will- 
ing, and  able-bodied,  she  readily  qualified  herself  to 
act  upon  occasion  as  a  squire  or  the  body  to  a  Lady 
Adventuress ;  and,  accustomed  from  her  childhood 
to  see  blows  dealt,  blood  flowing,  and  men  dying, 
she  could  look  with  an  undal^led  eye  upon  the  dan- 
gers which  her  mistress  encountered,  and  seldom 
teazed  her  with  remonstrances,  unless  when  those 
were  unusually  great.  This  compliance  on  most 
occasions,  gave  Bertha  a  right  of  advice  upon  some, 
which,  always  given  with  the  best  intentions  and  at 
fitting  times,  strengthened  her  influence  with  her 
mistress,  which  a  course  of  conduct  savouring  of  dia- 
metrical opposition  would  certainly  have  destroyed. 

A  few  more  words  serve  to  announce  the  death  of 
the  Knight  of  Aspramonte— the  romantic  marria^ 
of  the  youn^  lady  with  the  Count  of  Paris— their 
engagement  m  the  crusade— and  the  detail  of  events 
with  which  the  reader  is  acquainted. 

Hereward  did  not  exactly  comprehend  some  of  the 
later  incidents  of  the  story,  owing  to  a  slight  strife 
which  arose  between  Bertna  and  him  during  the 
course  of  her  narrative.  When  she  avowed  the  axl- 
ish  simplicity  with  which  she  obstinately  refused  to 
change  her  name,  because,  in  her  apprehension,  the 
troth-plight  betwixt  her  and  her  lover  might  be 
thereby  prejudiced,  it  was  impossible  for  Hereward 
not  to  acknowledge  her  tenderness,  by  snatching  her 
to  his  bosom,  and  impressing  his  grateful  thanks 
upon  her  lips.  She  extricated  herself  immediately 
firom  his  grasp,  however,  with  cheeks  more  crim- 
soned in  modesty  than  in  anger,  and  gravely  ad- 
dressed her  lover  thus:  "Enough,  enough,  Here- 
ward! this  may  be  pardoned  to  so  unexpected  a 
meeting ;  but  we  must  in  future  remember,  that  we 
are  probably  the  last  of  our  race ;  and  let  it  not  be 
said,  that  the  manners  of  their  ancestors  were  for- 
eotten  by  Hereward  and  by  Bertha;  think,  that 
though  we  are  alone,  the  shades  of  our  fathers  are 
not  far  off,  and  watcn  to  see  what  use  we  make  of 
the  meeting,  which,  perhaps,  their  intercession  has 
procured  us. ' 

"  Yon  wrong  me.  Bertha,"  said  Hereward.  "  if  you 
think  me  capable  of  forgetting  my  own  duty  and 
yours,  at  a  moment  when  our  thanks  are  due  to 
Heaven,  to  be  testified  very  differently  than  by  in- 
fringing on  its  behests,  or  the  commands  of  our 
parents.  The  question  is  now,  How  we  shall  rejoin 
each  other  when  we  separate  7  since  separate,  I  tsar, 
we  must," 

"01  do  not  say  so!"  exclaimed  the  unfortunate 
Bertha. 

"It  must  be  so,"  said  Hereward,  "for  a  time :  but 
I  swear  to  thee  by  the  hilt  of  my  sword,  and  the 
handle  of  my  battle-axe,  that  blade  was  never  so 
true  to  shaft  as  I  will  be  to  thee !" 

"  But  wherefore,  (hen,  leave  me,  Hereward  ?"  saJd 


the  maiden ;  "  and  oh !  wherefbre  not  asast  me  in 
the  release  of  my  mistress  1" 

"Of  thy  mistress!"  said  Hereward.  "Shame! 
that  thou  canst  give  that  name  to  mortal  woman !" 

"  But  she  is  mjr  mistress."  answered  Bertha, "  and 
by  a  thousand  kind  ties,  which  cannot  be  separated, 
so  long  as  gratitude  is  the  reward  of  kindness." 

"And  what  is  her  danger,"  said  Hereward ;  "  what 
is  it  she  wants,  this  accomplished  lady  whom  thou 
callest  mistress  1" 

"  Her  honour,  her  lifie,  are  alike  in  danger,"  said 
Bertha.  "  She  has  agreed  to  meet  the  Cesar  in  the 
field,  and  he  will  not  nesitate,  like  a  base-born  mis- 
creant, to  take  every  advantage  in  the  encounter, 
which,  I  grieve  to  say,  may  in  all  likelihood  be  fatal 
to  my  mistress." 

"  Why  dost  thou  think  so  ?"  answered  Hereward. 
"  This  lady  has  won  many  single  combats,  unless 
she  is  belied,  against  adversaries  more  formidable 
than  the  Caesar.'' 

"True,"  said  the  Saxon  maiden ;  "but  you  speak 
of  things  that  passed  in  a  far  different  land,  where 
faith  and  honour  are  not  empty  sounds ;  as,  alas  I 
they  seem  but  too  surely  to  be  nere.  .Trust  nie,  it  is 
no  girlish  terror  which  sends  me  out  in  this  disguise 
of  my  cotmtry  dress,  which,  they  say,  finds  respect 
at  Constantinople :  I  go  to  let  the  chiefs  of  the  Cru- 
sade know  the  peril  in  which  the  noble  lady  stands, 
and  trust  to  their  humanity,  to  their  religion,  to  their 
love  of  honour,  and  fear  of  disgrace,  for  assistance 
in  this  hour  of  need ;  and  now  that  I  have  had  the 
blessing  of  meeting  with  theev  all  besides  will^o  well 
—all  will  go  welf-and  I  wul  back  to  my  mistress 
and  report  whom  I  have  seen." 

"  Tarry  vet  another  moment,  my  recovered  trea- 
sure!" said  Hereward^  "and  let  me  balance  this 
matter  carefully.  This  Prankish  lady  holds  the 
Saxons  like  the  very  dust  that  thou  brushest  from 
the  hem  of  her  garment  She  treats— she  regards— 
the  Saxons  as  pagans  and  heretics.  She  has  dared 
to  impose  slavish  ta^s  upon  thee,  bom  in  freedom. 
Her  tather's  sword  has  been  erabrued  to  the  hilt 
with  Anglo-Saxon  blood— perhaps  thatof  Waltheofi* 
and  Engelred  has  added  depth  to  the  stain  1  She 
has  been,  besides,  a  presumptuous  fool,  usurpius  for 
herself  the  trophies  and  warlike  character  which 
belong  to  the  other  sex.  Lastly,  it  will  be  hard  to 
find  a  champion  to  fight  m  her  stead,  since  all  tho 
crusaders  have  passed  over  to  Asia,  which  is  the 
land,  they  say,  in  which  they  have  come  to  war; 
and  by  orders  of  the  Emperor^  no  means  of  return  to 
the  hither  shore  will  be  permitted  to  any  of  them." 

"Alas!  alas!"  said  Bertha,  "how  does  this  world 
change  us!  The  son  of  Waltheoff  I  once  knew 
brave,  ready  to  assist  distress,  bold  and  generous. 
Such  was  what  I  pictured  him  to  myself,  diiring  his 
absence.  I  have  met  him  again,  and  he  is  calculate 
ing.  cold,  and  selfish !" 

^"^Hush.  damsel,"  said  the  Varangian^  "and  know 
him  of  whom  thou  speakest,  ere  thou  judflsst  him. 
Tlie  Countess  of  Paris  is  such  as  I  have  said ;  yet  let 
her  appear  boldly  in  the  lists,  and  when  the  trumpet 
shall  sound  thnce,  another  shall  reply,  which  shall 
announce  the  arrival  of  her  own  noble  lord  to  do 
battle  in  her  stead ;  or  should  he  fail  to  appear---I 
will  requite  her  kindness  to  thee.  Bertha,  and  be 
ready  in  his  place." 

"  Wilt  thou  7  wilt  thou  indeed  ?"  said  the  damsel ; 
"  that  was  spoken  like  the  son  of  Waltheoff-4ika 
the  genuine  stock !  I  will  home,  and  comfort  my 
mistress ;  for  surdy  if  the  judgment  of  God  ever 
directed  the  issue  of  a  judicial  combat,  its  mfluanoe 
will  descend  upon  this.  But  you  hint  that  the  Count 
is  here— that  he  is  at  liberty— she  will  inquire  about 
that." 

"She  must  be  satisfied,"  replied  Hereward,  "to 
know  that  her  husband  is  under  the  guidance  of  a 
friend,  who  will  endeavour  to  protect  aim  from  his 
own  extravagancies  and  follies ;  or,  at  all  eyeiita  of 
one  who,  if  he  cannot  properly  be  called  a  fiiend,  has 
certainly  not  acted,  and  will  not  act,  towards  him 
the  part  of  an  enemy.— And  now,  ftreweU,  k>ng  lost 

—long  loved !" Before  he  ooald  say  more,  the 

Saxon  maiden,  after  two  or  three  vain  attempts  to 


89 


TALES  OF  MY  LANDLORD. 


[Chaf.  XXI 


express  her  Eratitude.  threw  herself  into  her  lovrr's 
nrms,  ond,  ciespite  the  coyness  which  she  had  re- 
cenily  shown,  impressed  upon  his  ]i|)6  the  thnnks 
which  she  could  not  speak. 

They  parted,  Bertha  returning;  to  her  mistress  at 
the  lodge,  which  she  had  left  both  with  trouble  and 
danger,  and  Hcreward  by  the  i)prtal  kept  by  the 
ne^o-portrcss,  who.  cumplimentinf;  the  handsome 
Varangian  on  his  success  amouf^  the  fair,  intimated, 
that  flhc  had  Inieii  in  some  sort  n  witness  of  his  meet- 


ing with  the  Saxon  damsel.    A  piece  of  cold,  pan  of   whether  pleasing  or  not,  yourself  must  be  the  iudge. 
a  late  largesse,  amply  served  to  bribe  her  tongue; '  This  much  I  have  learned  ;— she  hath,  as  you  know, 


servancc  of  respect  towards  his  guest;  while  the 
assistance  of  his  attendant  enabled  hira  to  make  a 
clear  cacaabulum  of  what  was  left.  Count  Robert 
at  length  summoned  up  courage  sufficient  tp  put  a 
question,  which  had  been  trembling  upon  liia  lips  ever 
since  Hcreward  had  returned. 

"  Have  thine  inquiries,  my  gallant  friend,  learned 
more  concerning  my  unfortunate  wife,  my  fanhfiil 
Brenbilda?'* 

"Tidings  I  have,"  said  the  Anglo-Saxon,   "bi:t 


and  the  soldier,  clear  of  the  gardens  of  the  philosc> 
phfr,  spod  back  as  he  might  to  the  barrack-  judging 
that  it  was  full  time  to  carry  some  supply  to  Count 
Robert,  who  hud  been  left  witnoui  food  tlie  whole  day. 
It  i.s  a  common  ixipular  saying,  that  as  the  sensa- 
tion of  hunger  is  not  connected  with  any  pleasing  or 
gonllu  emotion,  so  it  is  i)arti('ularly  remarkable  for 
irritating  those  of  anger  and  splct^n.  It  is  not,  there- 
fore, very  surprising  that  Ct)unl  Robert,  who  had 
been  so  unusually  long  without  sustenance,  should 
receive  Hereward  with  a  degree  of  impatience  beyond 
what  the  occasion  merited,  and  injurious  certainly  to 
the  honest  Varangian,  who  had  rei)eaU*dly  exposed 
his  life  that  day  for  the  interest  of  th 


e  Countess  and 
the  Count  himself. 

"  Soh,  sir !"  he  said,  in  that  accent  of  afTectcd  re- 
straint by  which  a  superior  modifier  his  displeasure 
against  nis  inferior  into  n  cold  and  scornful  expres- 
sion—"you  have  played  a  liberal  host  tons!— Not 
that  it  is  of  consequence;  but  methiiiks  a  Count  of 
the  most  Christian  kingdom  dines  not  everyday  with 
a  mercenary  soldier,  and  misht  expect,  if  not  the 
ostentatious,  at  least  the  needful  j>art  of  hospitality." 
"  And  methinks,"  replied  the  V  arangian,  "  O  most 
Christian  Count,  that  such  of  your  high  rank  as,  by 
choice  or  fate,  become  the  guests  of  such  as  1,  may 
think  themselves  pleased,  and  blame  not  their  host's 
niggardliness,  but  the  difficulty  of  his  circumstances, 
if  dinner  should  rrot  present  itself  oftener  than  once 
in  foiir-and-twenty  hours."  So  saying,  he  clapt  his 
hands  together,  and  his  domestic  Edric  entered.  His 
piest  lootced  astonished  at  the  entrance  of  this  third 
party  into  their  retirement.  "  I  will  answer  for  this 
man,"  said  Hereward,  and  addressed  him  in  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "What  food  hast  thou,  Edric,  to  place 
before  the  honourable  Count  ?" 

"  Nothing  but  tlic  cold  pasty,"  replied  the  attend- 
ant, "  marvellously  damaged  by  your  honour's  en- 
counter at  breakfast." 

The  military  domestic,  as  intimated,  brought  for- 
ward a  large  pasty,  but  which  had  already  that  morn- 
ing: sustained  a  funous  attack,  insomuch,  that  Count 
Robert  of  Paris,  who,  like  all  noble  Normans,  was 
Bomewhat  nice  and  delicate  in  his  eating,  was  in  some 
doubt  whether  his  scrupulousness  8houId  not  prevail 
over  his  hunger ;  hut  on  looking  more  closely,  sight, 
smell,  and  a  fast  of  twenty  hours,  joined  to  convince 
him  that  the  pasty  was  an  excellent  one,  and  that 
the  charger  on  which  it  was  presented  possessed  cor- 
ners yet  untouched.  At  length,  having  suppressed 
his  scruples,  and  made  bold  inroad  upon  the  remains 
of  the  dish,  he  paused  to  partake  of  a  flash  of  strong 
red  wine  which  stood  invitinglv  beside  him,  and  n 
lusty  draught  increased  the  good  humour  which  hod  ' 
begun  to  take  place  towards  Hcrewani,  in  exchange 
for  the  displeasure  with  which  he  had  received  him. 
"Now,  by  Heaven  !"  he  said,  " I  mysi<lf  ought  to 
be  ashamed  to  lack  the  courtesy  which  I  recommend 
to  others  I  Here  have  I^  vnth  the  manners  of  a  Fle- 
mish boor,  been  dcvounng  tlie  provisions  of  my  gal- 
lant host,  without  even  asking  him  to  sit  down  at  his 
own  table,  and  to  partake  of  his  own  good  cheer !" 

yi  will  not  strain  courtesies  with  you  for  that," 
said  Hereward ;  and,  thrusting  his  hand  into  the 
pasty,  he  proceeded  with  great  speed  and  dexterity  to 
derpnr  the  misocUaneous  contents,  a  handful  of 
which  was  enclosed  in  his  grasp.  The  Cotmt  now 
withdrew  from  the  table,  partly  in  dismist  at  the 
nistic  proceeding  of  Herewaru,  who,  however,  by 
now  calling  Ednc  to  join  him  in  his  attack  upon  the 
paaty,  showed  that  he  had.  in  fact,  according  to  hia 
naniiera,  subjected  himaelf  previously  ro  some  ob- 


come  under  an  engagement  tu  meet  rhe  C«L!>ar  in 
arm.^  in  the  lists,  but  under  conditiuns  which  \ouniBV 
perhaps  think  strange ;  these,  however,  she  hatd 
entertained  without  scruple." 

"Let  me  know  these  terms,"  saLil  the  Count ol 
Paris ;  "  they  will,  I  think,  appear  less  slran^r  in  rrv 
eyes  than  in  thine." 

But  while  he  alTecft^  to  s]^ak  with  the  uiniosl 
coolness,  the  husband's  sparkling  eye  and  crimpoiied 
cheek  betrayed  the  alteration  which  had  taken  plaice 
in  his  feelings.  "The  lady  and  the  (.^aDs-ar,"  fsii-i 
Hereward,  "as  you  partly  heard  yourself,  are  to  niPt-t 
in  light ;  if  the  Countess  wins,  of  course  bhe  rixnain? 
the  wife  of  the  noble  Count  of  Paris ;  if  the  losi-s-.  shf 
becomes  the  paramour  of  the  Cxbar  Nicephotus 
Bricnnius." 

"Saints  and  angels  forbid T'  said  Count  RoU-rt; 
"wore  they  to  i^rmit  huch  treason  to  triumph,  we 
might  be  pardoned  for  doubting  (luir  divinity  '. ' 

'*Yct  methinks,"  sajd  the  Anglo-Saxon,  "it  mck 
no  disgraceful  precaution  that  both  you  and  I,  ^siiii 
other  friends,  if  we  can  obtain  such,  should  be  Hti\ 
under  shield  in  the  lists  on  the  morning  of  the  conAic- 
To  triumph,  or  to  be  defeated,  is  in  the  bond  of  fate; 
but  what  we  cannot  fail  to  witness  is,  whether  or  no: 
tlic  lady  receives  that  fair  play  which  is  the  dut-  of  aii 
b<mourable  combatant,  and  which,  as  you  haveyoi::- 
self  seen,  can  be  sometimes  basely  transgre^seiJ  is 
this  Grecian  empire." 

"  On  that  condition."  said  the  Count,  "  and  proirft- 
ing,  that  not  even  tne  extreme  danger  of  my  ladv 
shall  make  me  break  through  the  rule  of  a  fair  fi^'hi. 
I  will  surely  attend  the  lists,  if  thou,  brave  Saxos, 
canst  find  me  any  means  of  doing  so.— Yet  stay."  iie 
continued,  after  reflecting  for  a  moment,  "thou  shtlf 
prumisc  not  to  let  her  kiiow  that  her  Count  is  on  the 
field,  far  le.ss  to  point  him  out  to  her  eye  among  th« 
press  of  warriors.  O^  thou  dost  not  know  that  the 
sight  of  the  beloved  will  sometimes  steal  from  us  our 
courapc,  even  when  it  has  most  to  achieve  !'* 

"  \Vc  will  endeavour,"  said  the  Varangian,  "to  ti- 
range  matters  according  to  thy  pleasure,  so  that  tbou 
findest  out  no  more  fantastical  difficulties ;  for,  by  tny 
word,  an  affair  so  comphcair.^  in  itself,  rcquifL-s  no: 
to  be  confuses!  by  the  fine-spun  whims  of  thy  national 
gallantry.  Mean  timc^  much  must  be  done  tliisnicbl: 
and  while  I  go  about  :t.  thou.  Sir  Knight,  hadsi  MSJ 
remain  here,  with  such  disguise  of  gorments,  laa 
such  food,  OS  Edric  may  be  able  to  procure  for  tJM- 
Fear  nothing  from  intrusion  on  the  part  of  thy  Dflff* 
hours.  We  Varangians  respect  eocn  other's  Beci*t» 
of  whatever  nature  they  may  chance  to  be." 


CHAPTER   XXL 

Rut  for  our  tnuty  brolher-in-1aw-«nd  the  Abbot. 
With  all  the  mt  nf  that  conatirted  crew.— 
Deitrur.tion  alniif ht  ahall  dof  Uwm  at  tha  haete  :- 
Good  uncle,  lielp  to  order  aeveral  powera 
To  Oxrord,  or  where'er  theie  trailnra  are : 
They  bhall  not  live  within  Ihia  world,  I  aw«v. 

Rkuna 

Ajb  Hereward  spoke  the  last  words  narrated  ip  the 
foregoing  chanter,  he  left  the  Count  in  his  aMrini«^ 
and  proceeded  to  the  Blacquernal  Palace,  nctraod 
liis  first  entrance  into  the  court,  but  since  then  Ik 
had  frequently  been  summoned,  not  only  by  order  of 
the  Princess  Anna  Comnena,  who  ddightcd  in,  a«- 
ing  him  questions  concerning  the  aistona  of  hii  M- 
five  country,  and  marking  down  the  iv|»  ui  Ikt 
own  inflated  language :  but  also  by  tha  iinct  cod- 
mand  of  the  Emperor  himaelf,  who  bad  the  humdor 
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of  many  princes,  that  of  desiring  to  obtain  direct  in- 
formation from  persons  in  a  very  inferior  station  in 
their  Court  The  ring  which  the  Princess  had  given 
to  the  Varangian,  served  as  a  pass- token  more  than 
once,  and  was  now'so  generally  known  by  the  slaves 
of  the  palace,  that  Hereward  bad  only  to  slip  it  into 
the  hand  of  a  principal  person  among  them,  and  was 
introduced  into  a  small  chamber,  not  distant  from 
the  saloon  already  mentioned,  dedicated  to  the  Muses. 
In  this  small  apartment^  the  Emperor,  his  spouse 
Irene,  and  theur  accompbshed  daughter  Anna  Com- 
nena,  were  seated  together,  clad  in  very  ordinary  sp- 
parel,  as  indeed  the  mrniture  of  the  room  itself  was 
of  the  kind  used  by  respectable  citizens,  saving  that 
mattresses,  composed  of  eider-down,  nung  before 
each  door  to  prevent  the  risk  of  eavesdropping. 

"Our  trusty  Varangian,"  said  the  Empress. 

"My  guide  and  tutor  respecting  the  manners  of 
those  steel-cbid  men,"  said  tne  Princess  Anna  Com- 
nena,  "  of  whom  it  is  so  necessary  that  I  should  form 
■n  accurate  idea." 

"  Your  Imperial  Majesty,"  said  the  Empress,  "  will 
not,  I  trust,  think  ydtir  consort  and  your  muse-in- 
spired daughter,  are  too  many  to  share  with  you  the 
intelligence  brought  by  this  brave  and  loyal  man  1" 

"  Dearest  wife  and  daughter,"  returned  the  Empe- 
ror, "  I  have  hitherto  spared  you  the  bimien  of  a  pain- 
ful secret,  which  I  have  locked  in  my  own  bosom,  at 
whatever  expense  of  solitary  sorrow  and  unimparted 
anxiety.  Noble  daughter,  you  in  particular  will  feel 
dus  calamity,  learning,  as  you  must  learn,  to  think 
odiously  of  one,  of  whom  it  has  hitherto  been  your 
duty  to  hold  a  very  different  opinion." 

'^Holy  Mary !"  exclaimed  toe  Princess. 

"Rally  yourself,"  said  the  Emperor;  "remember 
you  are  a  child  of  the  purple  chamber,  bom,  not  to 
weep  for  your  father's  wrongs,  but  to  avenge  them, — 
not  to  regard  even  him  who  has  lain  by  your  side  as 
half  so  important  as  the  sacred  Imoerial  grandeiu*,  of 
which  you  are  yourself  a  partaker." 

"  What  can  such  words  preface?"  said  Anna  Com- 
nena.  in  great  agitation. 

"They  say,"  answered  the  Emperor,  "that  the 
CflBsar  is  an  ungrateful  man  to  all  my  bounties,  and 
even  to  that  which  annexed  him  to  my  own  house, 
and  made  him  by  adoption  my  own  som  He  hath 
consorted  himself  with  a  knot  of  traitors,  whose  very 
names  are  enough  to  raise  the  foul  fiend,  as  if  to 
•natch  his  assured  prey }" 

"Could  Nicephorus  do  this?"  said  the  astonished 
and  forlorn  Princess :  "  Nicephorus,  who  has  so  often 
called  my  eves  the  lights  by  which  he  steered  his 
path  ?  Could  he  do  this  to  my  father,  to  whose  ex- 
ploits he  has  listened  hour  after  hour,  protesting  that 
he  knew  not  whether  it  was  the  beauty  of  the  Ian- 

Sage,  or  the  heroism  of  the  action,  which  most  en- 
anted  him?  Thinkins  with  the  same  thought, 
seeing  with  the  same  eye,  loving  with  the  same  heart, 
— O,  my  father !  it  is  impossible  that  he  could  be  so 
false.  Think  of  the  neighbouring  Temple  of  the 
Muses  t" 

"And  if  I  did,"  murmured  Alexius  in  his  heart,  "  I 
ahould  think  of  the  only  apology  which  could  be  pro- 
posed for  the  traitor.  A  httle  is  well  enough,  but  the 
mH  soul  loatheth  the  honey-comb."  Then  speaking 
aloud,  "My  daughter,"  he  said,  "be  comforted ;  we 
ourselves  were  unwilling  to  believe  the  shameful 
truth ;  but  our  guards  have  been  debauched ;  their 
commander,  that  ungrateful  Achilles  Tathis,  with  the 
equal  traitor,  Agelastes,  have  been  seduced  to  favour 
our  imprisonment  or  murder ;  and,  alas  for  Greece ! 
in  the  very  moment  when  she  required  the  fostering 
jare  of  a  parent,  she  was  to  be  deprived  of  him  by  a 
5ndden  and  merciless  blow  I" 

Here  the  Emperor  wept,  whether  for  the  loss  to  be 
abstained  by  his  subjects,  or  of  his  own  lifo,  it  is  hard 
to  say. 

"  Methinks,"  said  Irene,  "  your  Imperial  Highness 
is  slow  in  talung  measures  against  the  danger/' 

"Under  your  gracious  permission,  mother,'*  an- 
swered the  Princess,  "I  would  rather  say  he  was 
hasty  in  giving  beUef  to  it.  Methinks  the  evidence  of 
a  VarangiaiL  granting  him  to  be  ever  so  stout  a  man- 
at-anns,  is  ont  a  frail  guarantee  against  the  honour 


of  your  son-in-law^the  approved  bravery  aifd  fidehty 
of  the  captain  of  your  guards— the  deep  sense,  virtue^ 
and  profound  wisdom,  of  the  greatest  of  your  philo- 
sophers"  

And  the  conceit  of  an  over-educated  daughter," 
said  the  Emperor,  "  who  will  not  allow  her  parent  to 
judge  m  what  most  concerns  him.  I  will  tell  thee, 
Anna,  I  know  eyerv  one  of  them,  and  the  trust  which 
may  be  rroosed  in  them :  die  honour  of  your  Nicepho* 
ms— the  bravery  and  fidelity  of  the  Acolyte— and  the 
virtue  and  wisdom  of  Agelastes— have  I  not  had  them 
all  in  my  purse  ?  And  nad  my  purse  continued  well 
filled,  and  my  arm  strong  as  it  was  of  late,  there  they 
would  have  still  remain^.  But  the  butterflies  went 
off  as  the  weather  became  cold,  and  I  must  meet  the 
tempest  without  their  assistance.  You  talk  of  want 
of  proof?  I  have  proof  sufficient  when  I  see  danger  j 
this  honest  soldier  brought  me  indications  which  cot- 
responded  with  my  own  private  remarks,  made  on 
fturpose.  Varangian  he  shall  be  of  Varangians ;  Aco- 
y  te  he  shall  be  named,  in  place  of  the  present  traitor  i 
and  who  knows  what  may  come  thereafter  T' 

"  May  it  please  your  Highness."  said  the  Varan- 
gian who  had  been  hitherto  silent,  many  men  in  this 
empire  rise  to  dignity  by  the  fall  of  their  original 
patrons,  but  it  is  a  road  to  greamess  to  which  I  can- 
not reconcile  my  conscience ;  moreover,  having  re- 
covered a  friend  from  whom  I  was  long  aso  sepa- 
rtited,  I  shall  require,  in  short  space,  your  imperial 
license  for  going  henc&  where  1  shall  leave  thou- 
sands of  enemies  behind  me,  and,  spending  my  life, 
like  many  of  my  countrymen,  under  the  banner  of 
KinK  William  of  Scotland" 

"Part  with  thcCf  most  inimitable  man!"  cried  the 
Emperor,  with  emphasis;  "where  shall  I  get  a 
soldier— a  champion— a  fnend— so  faithful  ?" 

"  Noble  sir,"  replied  the  Anglo-Saxon,  "  I  am  every 
way  sensible  to  your  goodness  and  munificence ;  but 
let  me  entreat  yuu  to  call  me  by  my  own  name,  and 
to  promise  me  nothing  but  your  for^veness,  for  my 
having  been  the  agent  of  such  confusion  among  your 
Impenal  servants.  Not  only  is  the  threatened  fate 
of  Achilles  Tatius,  my  benefactor;  of  the  Caesar, 
whom  I  think  my  well- wisher;  and  even  of  Age- 
lastes himself,  painful,  so  far  as  it  is  of  my  bringing 
round :  but  also  I  have  known  it  somehow  happen, 
that  those  on  whom  your  Imperial  Majesty  has 
lavished  the  most  valuable  expressions  of  your  favour 
one  day,  were  the  next  day  food  to  &tten  the  chough 
and  crow.  And  this,  I  acknowledge,  is  a  purpoae, 
for  which  I  would  not  willingly  have  it  said  1  had 
brought  my  English  limbs  to  these  Grecian  shores." 

"  Call  ttiee  by  thine  own  name,  my  Edward"  said 
the  Emperor,  (while  he  muttered  aside—"  by  Heaven, 
I  have  again  fbrgot  the  name  of  the  barbarian  !">— 
"  by  thine  own  name  certainly  for  the  present,  but 
only  until  we  shall  devise  one  more  fitted  for  the 
trust  we  reoose  in  thee.  Mean  time,  look  at  this 
scroll,  which  contains  I  think,  all  the  particulars 
which  we  have  been  able  to  learn  of  this  plot  and 
give  it  to  these  tmbelieving  women^  who  will  not 
credit  thst  an  Emperor  is  in  danger,  till  the  blades  of 
the  conspirators'  poniards  are  clashing  within  his 
ribs." 

Hereward  did  as  he  was  commanded,  and  havinjs 
looked  at  the  scroll,  and  signified,  by  bending  his 
head,  his  acquiescence  in  its  contents,  he  presented 
it  to  Irene,  who  had  not  read  lon^L  ere,  with  a  coun- 
tenance so  imbittered  that  she  had  difficulty  in  point- 
ing out  the  cause  of  her  displeasure  to  her  daughter, 
she  bade  her,  with  animation,  "  Read  that— read 
that,  and  judgie  of  the  gratitude  and  affecdon  of  thy 
Cesar  I" 

The  Prinosss  Anna  Comnena  awoke  from  a  state 
of  profound  and  overpowering  melancholy,  and  looked 
at  the  passage  pointed  out  to  her,  at  first  with  an  air 
of  languid  cnriosity,  which  presently  demened  into 
the  most  intense  interest.  She  clutched  the  scroll  at 
a  falcon  does  his  prey,  her  eye  lightened  with  indig- 
nation ;  and  it  was  with  the  cry  of  the  bird  when  m 
fiiry  that  she  exclaimed,  "Bloody-minded,  double- 
hearted  traitor !  what  wouldst  thou  have  1  "  Yes^ 
fother,"  she  said,  rising  in  fuiy,  i*  it  is  no  longer  the 
voice  of  a  deceived  pnnoess  that  shall  interMdo  to 
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avert  from  the  traitor  Nicephorus  the  doom  be  has 
deserved !  Did  he  think  that  one  bom  in  the  purple 
chamber  could  be  divorced— murdered  perhapa— with 
the  petty  formula  of  the  Rx>man8,  *  Restore  the  keys 
•-be  no  longer  my  domestic  drudge?'*  Was  a 
daughter  of  the  blood  of  Comnenus  liable  to  such 
insults  as  the  meanest  of  Quirites  might  bestow  on  a 
famUy  hpusekeeper !" 

So  saying,  she  dashed  the  tears  from  her  eves,  and 
her  countenance^  naturally  that  of  beauty  ana  gentle- 
ness, became  ammated  with  the  expression  of  a  fury. 
Hereward  looked  at  her  with  a  mixture  of  fear,  dis- 
like, and  compassion.  She  a^^ain  burst  forth,  for 
nature  having  given  her  considerable  abilities,  had 
lent  her  at  the  same  time  an  ener^  of  passion,  far 
superior  in  power  to  the  cold  ambition  of  Irene,  or 
the  wily,  amoidexter,  shuffling  polic^r  of  the  Emperor. 

** He  shall  abyeit."  said  tne  Pnncess;  "be  shall 
dearly  abve  it !  False,  smiling,  cozening  traitor  !— 
and  for  that  unfeminine  barbarian!  Something  of 
this  I  guessed  even  at  that  old  fool's  banquetmg- 
house ;  and  yet  if  this  unworthy  Caesar  submits  his 
body  to  the  chance  of  arms,  he  is  less  prudent  than 
I  have  some  reason  to  believe.  Think  you  he  will 
-  have  the  madness  to  brand  us  with  such  open  neg- 
lect, my  father?  and  will  you  not  invent  some  mode 
of  ensuring  our  revenge  T 

"Soh!"^ thought  the  Emperor,  "this  di£5culty  is 
over ;  she  will  run  down  hill  to  her  revenge,  and  will 
need  the  snaffle  and  curb  more  than  the  lash.  If 
eveiy  jealous  dame  in  Constantinople  were  to  pursue 
her  iury  as  unrelentingly,  our  laws  should  be  written, 
like  Draco's,  not  in  iiUL  but  in  blood.— Attend  to  me 
now,"  he  said  aloud,  my  wife,  my  daughter,  and 
thou,  dear  Edward,  and  you  ^ihall  learn,  and  you 
three  only,  my  mode  of  navigating  the  vessel  of  the 
state  through  these  shoals. 

"  Let  us  see  distinctly,"  continued  Alexius,  "  the 
means  by  which  they  propose  to  act,  and  these  shall 
instruct  us  how  to  meet  them.  A  certain  number  of 
the  Varangians  are  unhappily  seduced,  under  pretence 
of  wrongs,  artfully  stirred  .up  by  their  villanous 
general.  A  part  of  them  are  studiously  to  be  arranged 
nigh  our,  person— the  traitor  Ursel,  some  of  them 
fluppose,  is  dead,  but  if  it  were  so,  his  name  is  suffi* 
aent  to  draw  together  his  old  factionaries— I  have  a 
means  of  wJiayiDg  them  on  that  point,  on  which  1 
shall  remain  silent  for  the  present.- A  considerable 
body  of  the  Immortal  guards  have  also  given  way  to 
seduction  ;  they  are  to  oe  placed  to  support  the  hand- 
fill  of  treacherous  VarangianfL  who  are  in  the  plot  to 
attack  our  person.- Now,  a  slight  change  in  the  sta- 
tions of  the  soldiery,  which  thou,  my  faithful  Edward 
—oi^a— a— whatever  thou  art  named,— for  which 
thoo,  I  say,  shalt  have  full  authority,  will  derange 
the  plans  of  the  traitors,  and  place  the  true  men  in 
such  position  around  them  as  to  cut  them  to  pieces 
with  fittle  trouble." 

"And  the  combat,  my  lord?"  said  the  Saxon. 

"  Thou  hadst  been  no  true  Varangian  hadst  thou 
not  inquired  after  that,"  said  the  Emperor,  nodding 
Bood-humoiiredly  towards  him.  "  As  to  the  combat^ 
the  Cesar  has  devised  it,  and  it  shall  be  my  caie 
that  he  shall  not  retreat  from  the  dangerous  part  of 
it.  He  cannot  in  honour  avoid  fightmg  with  this 
woman,  strange  as  the  combat  is;  and  nowever  it 
ends,  the  (Donspiracy  will  break  forth,  and  as  as- 
suredly as  it  comes  against  persons  prepared,  and  in 
arms,  shall  it  be  stifled  in  the  blood  of  the  conspira- 
torsr 

"  My  revenge  does  not  reouire  this,"  said  the  Prin- 
cess ;  and  your  Imperial  nonour  is  also  interested 
that  this  Countess  shall  be  protected." 

"  It  is  little  business  of  min&"  said  the  Emperor. 
"  She  comes  here  with  her  husband  altogether  unin- 
vited. He  behaves  with  insolence  in  my  presences 
and  deserves  whatever  may  be  the  issue  to  Umself 
or  his  lady  of  their  mad  adventure.  In  sooth,  I  de- 
sired little  more  than  to  give  him  a  fright  with  those 
anunals  whom  their  ignorance  judged  enchanted, 
and  to  give  his  wife  a  slight  alarm  about  the  im- 
petuonty  of  a  Grecian  lover,  and  there  my  vemzeanoe 
should  have  endetk  Bat  it  may  be  that  his  wue  may 
*  Ths  LsMBie  iMm  or  Ite 


be  taken  under  my  protection,  now  that  Uttle 
is  over." 

"  And  a  paltiy  revenge  it  was,"  said  the  Empici^ 
*  that  you,  a  man  past  middle  life,  and  with  a  vife 
who  mi^t  command  some  attention,  should  eonstk- 
tute  yourself  the  object  of  alarm  to  suoi  a  handaoos 
man  as  Count  Robert,  and  the  Amazon  his  wife." 

"  By  your  favour,  dame  Irene,  no,"  said  the  Em- 
peror. "  I  left  that  part  of  the  proposed  comedy  to 
my  son-in-law  the  Caesar." 

But  when  the  poor  Emperor  had  in  some  measan 
stopt  one  floodgate,  he  effectually  opened  anotbci; 
and  one  which  waa  more  formidable.  **  The  man 
shame  to  your  Imperial  wiadom,  my  father!"  ei- 
claimed  the  Princess  Anna  Comnena ;  **  it  is  asham^ 
that  with  wisdom  and  a  beard  like  youriL  you  ahooli 
be  meddling  in  such  indecent  follies  as  anmii  distmb- 
ance  into  private  families,  and  that  family  jrour  ova 
daughter's!  Who  can  say  that  the  Caesar 'Siccphoni 
Briennius  ever  looked  astray  towards  another  womaa 
than  his  wife,  till  the  Emperor  taught  hun  to  do  a^ 
and  involved  niro  in  a  web  of  intrigue  and  treachoTi 
in  which  he  has  endangered  the  lite  of  his  ^ther-is- 
law  ?" 

"  Daughter !  dau^ter !  daughter  f— aaid  the  En- 
press  ;     daughter  of  a  she-woTC  I  think,  to  goad  her 
Earent  at  such  an  unhappy  time,  when  all  toe ' 
e  has  is  too  little  to  defend  his  life  !'* 

"Peace,  I  pray  you,  women  both,  with  vouri 
less  clamours,"  answered  Alexius,  *'  ana  let  rae  H 
least  swim  for  my  life  undisturbed  vrith  your  fiiUl- 
Grod  knows  if  I  am  a  man  to  encourage,  I  vnll  notw 
the  reality  of  wrong,  but  even  its  mere  appesraooe. 

These  words  he  uttered,  crossing  himsrif,  with  a 
devout  mroan.  His  wife  Irene,  in  the  mean  time,  sum 
before  mm,  and  said,  with  a  bittemeaa  in  her  kwb 
and  accent,  which  only  long-concealed  nuptial  hatred 
breaking  forth  at  once  could  convey, — ^*  Alexius  tci- 
minate  tms  affair  how  it  will,  you  have  Uved  a  brpo- 
crite,  and  thou  wilt  not  fail  to  die  one."  So  £8)10^ 
with  an  air  of  noble  indignation,  and  carrying  her 
daughter  aiong  with  her,  she  sw^t  out  of  the  aiiait- 
ment. 

The  Emperor  looked  aAer  her  in  some  oonfoaoe. 
He  soon,  however,  recovered  his  self-posaesaicn,  vd 
turning  to  Hereward,  with  a  look  of  iiuored  roajeitf. 
said,  ''Ah  I  my  dear  Edward,"— for  the  word  had  he- 
come  rooted  in  his  mind,  instead  of  the  leas  eup^K 
name  of  Hereward—"  thou  seest  how  it  is  eves  wiA 
the  greatest,  and  that  the.  Emperor,  in  momentiof 
difficulty,  is  a  subject  of  misoonstruction,  as  wdl « 
the  meanest  bugess  of  Constantinople ;  nevcrthim 
my  trust  is  so  great  in  thea,  Edward,  that  I  wow 
have  thee  believe,  that  my  daughter,  Aiina  Comaas^ 
is  not  of  the  temper  of  her  mother,  but  rather  of.Mf 
own;  honouring,  thou  mayst  se^  with  raiigiaa 
fidelity,  the  unworthy  ties  which  I  hope  sooo  ii 
break,  and  assort  her  with  other  fetters  of  Copal 
which  shall  be  borne  more  lightly.  EdwanL  sf 
main  trust  ia  in  thee.  Accident  preaeaia  oa  wim  0 
opportunity,  happy  of  the  hapynest  eo  it  be  nswr 
improved,  of  having  all  the  traitors  httom  as  assem- 
bled on  one  fair  field.  Think,  then,  on  that  day,  ■ 
the  Franka  say  at  their  toumamenta,  that  fiyrcya 
behold  thee.  Thou  csnst  not  devise  a  tpSt  withia  m 
power,  bul  I  will  gladly  load  thee  with  it." 

"It  needs  not,"  sakl  the  Vaimngiao,  mmtmm 
coldly ;  "  my  highest  ambition  is  to  merit  the  epinpfc 
upon  my  tomb,  'Hereward  was  faithlvL'  I  0 
ahout,  however,  to  demand  a  proof  of  your 
confidence,  which,  perhaps,  yon  may  tfaink  a 
ling  one." 

'^Indeed!"  said  the  Emperor. 
word,  is  thy  demand  ?" 

"PennisaioB,"  lepUad  Herewird,  "  to  «(»  to  tte 
Duke  of  BouiIlon*a  encampment,  and  entwrt  w 
presence  in  the  lists,  to  witneaa  this  eztiaoiaiaBV 
combat." 

"ITiat  he  may  return  with  his  cniaadiai^iaa^ 
men,"  aaid  the  Emperor;  "  and  sack  Constantmopl^ 
under  pretence  of  doing  justice  to  hia  lonfaiiwtwj 
Hiis.  Varangian,  is  at  laast  i^)aaktnir  tty  mm 
openly.*' 

"No.  by  HaaTensr'  nad  Hamraid  snddaMr; 
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'*  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  shall  come  with  no  more 
knifchts  than  may  be  a  reasonable  suard,  should 
treachery  be  ofTered  to  the  Countess  of  Paris." 

"Well,  even  in  this,"  said  the  Emperor,  "will  I 
be  conformable ;  and  if  thou,  Edward,  betrayest  my 
tnist.  think  that  thou  forfeitest  all  that  my  frienu- 
ahip  has  promised,  and  dost  incur,  besides,  the  dam- 
nation that  is  due  to  the  traiior  who  betrays  with  a 
kiss." 
,  "For  thy  reward,  noble  sir,"  answered  the  Varan- 

S'an,  "  I  hereby  renounce  all  claim  to  it.  When  the 
adem  is  once  more  firmly  fixed  upon  thy  brow,  and 
the  sceptre  in  thy  hand,  if  I  am  then  alive,  if  my  poor 
services  should  deserve  so  much,  I  will  petition  thee 
for  the  means  of  leaving  this  court,  and  returning  to 
the  distant  island  in  which  I  was  born.  Mean  while, 
think  me  not  unfaithful,  because  I  have  for  a  time  the 
means  of  being  so  with  efiect.  Your  Imperial  High- 
ness shall  learn  that  Hereward  is  as  true  as  is  your 
riicht  hand  to  your  left."— So  saying,  he  took  his 
leave  with  a  profound  obeisance. 

The  Emperor  gazed  after  him  with  a  countenance 
in  which  doubt  was  mingled  with  admiration. 

"  I  have  trusted  himj^^^he  said,  "  with  all  he  asked, 
and  with  the  power  of  ruining  me  entirely,  if  such 
be  his  purpose.  He  has  but  to  breathe  a  whisper, 
and  thiB  whole  mad  crew  of  crusaders,  kept  in  hu- 
mour at  the  expense  of  so  much  current  falsehood, 
and  80  much  more  gold,  will  return  with  fire  and 
sword  to  bum  down  Constantinople,  and  sow  with 
salt  the  place  where  it  stood.  I  have  done  what  I 
had  resolved  never  to  do,— I  have  ventured  kingdom 
and  life  on  the  faith  of  a  man  bom  of  woman.  How 
often  have  I  said,  nay,  sworn,  that  I  would  not  hazard 
myself  on  such  penl,  and  yet,  step  by  step,  I  have 
done  so !  I  cannot  tell— there  is  in  that  man's  looks 
and  words  a  good  faith  which  overwhelms  me;  and, 
what  is  almost  incredible,  my  belief  in  him  has  in- 
creased in  proportion  to  his  snowing  me  how  slisht 
my  power  was  over  him.  I  threw,  like  the  wily  angier, 
every  bait  I  could  devise,  and  some  of  them  such  as 
a  king  would  scarcely  have  disdained ;  to  none  of 
these  would  he  rise ;  but  yet  he  gorges,  I  may  say,  the 
bare  hook,  and  enters  upon  my  service  without  a 
shadow  of  self-interest.— Can  this  be  double  distilled 
treacherv  ?— or  can  it  be  what  men  call  disinterested- 
ness ?— If  I  thought  him  false,  the  moment  is  not 
yet  past— he  has  not  vet  crossed  the  bridge— he  has 
not  passed  the  guards  of  the  palace,  who  have  ncS 
hesitation,  and  know  no  disooedicnce — But  no— I 
were  then  alone  in  the  land,  and  without  a  friend  or 
confidant.— I  hear  the  sound  of  the  outer  gate  unclose, 
the  sense  of  danger  certainly  renders  my  ears  more 
acute  than  usual.— It  shuts  again— the  die  is  cast. 
He  is  at  liberty— and  Alexius  Comnenus  must  stand 
or  fall,  according  to  the  uncertain  faith  of  a  merce- 
nary Varangian."  He  clapt  his  hands :  a  slave  ap- 
peared, of  whom  he  demanded  wine.  He  drank,  and 
his  heart  was  cheered  within  him.  "  I  am  decided," 
he  said,  "and  will  abide  with  resolution  the  cast  of 
the  throw,  for  good  or  for  evil." 

So  saying,  he  retired  to  his  apartment,  and  was  not 
again  seen  during  that  night. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

And  ajm,  M  il*  for  death,  mom  lonely  trumpet  peal'd. 

CAMPSaLL. 

Thk  Varangian,  his  head  agitated  with  the  weighty 
matters  which  were  imposed  on  him,  stopt  from  time 
to  time  as  he  journeyed  through  the  moonlight  streets, 
to  arrest  passing  ideas  as  they  shot  through  his  mind, 
and  consider  them  with  accuracy  in  au  their  bear- 
ings. His  thoughts  were  such  as  animated  or  alarmed 
him  alternately,  each  followed  by  a  confused  throng 
of  accompaniments  which  it  suggested,  and  banished 
again  in  its  turn  by  reflections  of  another  description. 
It  was  one  of  those  conjunctures  when  the  minda  of 
ordinary  men  feel  themselves  unable  to  support  a 
burden  which  is  suddenly  flung  upon  them,  and  when, 
on  the  contrary,  those  of  uncommon  fortitude,  and 
that  best  of  Heaven's  giftsu  good  sense,  founded  on 


presence  of  mind,  feel  their  talents  awakened  and 
regulated  for  the  occasion,  like  a  good  steed  under  the 
management  of  a  rider  of  courage  and  experience. 

As  ne  stood  in  one  of  those  nts  of  reverie,  whiclt 
repeatedly  during  that  night  arrested  his  stern  mili- 
tary march,  Hereward  thought  that  his  ear  caught 
the  note  of  a  distant  trumpet.  This  surprised  him  ; 
a  trumpet  blown  at  that  late  hour,  and  in  the  streets 
of  Constantinople,  argued  something  extraordinary  ; 
for  as  all  military  movements  were  the  subject  of  spe- 
cial ordinance,  the  etiquette  of  the  night  could  hardly 
have  beeri  transgressed  without  some  great  cause. 
The  question  was,  what  that  cause  could  be  7 

Had  the  insurrection  broken  out  unexpectedly,  and 
in  a  different  manner  from  what  the  conspirators 
>roposed  to  themselves  7— If  so,  his  meeting  with 
lis  plighted  bride,  after  so  many  years'  absence,  was 
)ut  a  delusive  preface  to  their  separating  for  ever. 
Or  had  the  crusaders,  a  race  of  men  upon  whose 
motions  it  was  difficult  to  calculate,  suddenly  taken 
arms  and  retumed  from  the  opposite  shore  to  sur- 
prise the  city  7  This  might  very  possibly  be  the  case ; 
so  numerous  had  been  the  different  causes  of  com- 
plaint afforded  to  the  crusaders,  that  when  they  wers 
now  for  the  first  time  assembled  into  one  body,  and 
had  heard  the  stones  which  tliey  could  reciprocally 
tell  concerning  the  perfidy  of  the  Greeks^  nothing  was 
so  likely,  so  natural,  even  perhaps  so  justifiable,  as 
that  they  should  studv  revenge. 

But  tne  sound  rather  resembled  a  point  of  war 
regularly  blown,  than  the  tumultuous  blare  of  bugle- 
horns  and  trumpets,  the  accompaniments  at  once, 
and  the  annunciation,  of  a  taken  town,  in  which  the 
horrid  circumstances  of  storm  had  not  yet  given 
place  to  such  stem  peace  as  the  victor's  weariness  of 
slaughter  and  rapine  allows  at' length  to  the  wretched 
inhabitants.  Whatever  it  was,  it  was  necessary  that 
Hereward  should  learn  its  purport,  and  therefore  he 
made  his  way  into  a  broad  street  near  the  barracks, 
from  which  the  sound  seemed  to  come,  to  which 
point,  indeed,  his  way  was  directed  for  other  reasons. 

The  inhabitants  of  that  quarter  of  the  town  did 
not  appear  violently  startled  by  this  mihtary  signal. 
The  moonlight  slept  on  the  street,  crossed  by  the 
gigantic  shadowy  towers  of  Sancta  Soohia.  No 
human  being  anpeared  in  the  streets,  and  such  as 
for  an  instant  looked  from  their  doors  or  from  their 
lattices,  seemed  to  have  Uieir  curiosity  quickly  satis- 
fied, for  they  withdrew  their  heads,  and  secured  the 
opening  through  which  they  had  peepefl; 

Hereward  could  not  help  remembering  the  tradi- 
tions which  were  recounted  by  the  fathers  of  his 
tribe,  in  the  deep  woods  of  Hampshire,  and  which 
spoke  of  invisible  huntsmen,  who  were  heard  to  follow 
with  viewless  horses  and  hounds  the  unseen  chase 
through  the  depths  of  the  forests  of  Germany.  Such 
it  seemed  were  the  sounds  with  which  these  haunted 
woods  were  wont  to  ring  while  the  wild  chase  was 
up ;  and  with  such  apparent  terror  did  the  hearers 
listen  to  their  clamour. 

"  Fie !"  he  said,  as  he  suppressed  within  him  a  ten- 
dency to  the  same  superstitious  fears ;  **  do  such 
childish  fancies  belong  to  a  man  trusted  with  so 
much,  and  firom  whom  so  much  is  expected  V*  He 
paced  down  the  street,  therefore,  with  his  battle-axe 
over  his  shoulder,  and  the  first  person  whom  he  saw 
venturing  to  look  out  of  his  door,  he  questioned  con- 
ceming  the  cause  of  this  military  music  at  such  an 
unaccustomed  hour. 

**  I  cannot  tell,  so  please  you,  my  lord,"  said  the 
citizen,  unwilling,  it  appeared,  to  remain  in  the 
open  air,  or  to  enter  into  conversation,  and  greatly 
disposed  to  decline  further  conversation.  This  was 
the  political  citizen  of  Constantinople,  whom  we  met 
with  in  the  beginning  of  this  history,  and  who.  hast- 
ily stepping  into  his  habitation,  eschewed  all  further 
con^rsation. 

The  wrestler  Stephanos  showed  himself  at  the 
next  door,  which  was  garlanded  with  oak  and  ivy 
leaves,  in  honour  of  some  recent  victory.  He  stood 
unshrinking,  partly  encouraged  by  the  oonscioosness 
of  personal  strength,  and  partly  by  a  rugged  s^irliness 
of  temper,  which  is  often  mistakenjunong  persons  of 
this  kind  for  real  courage.    His  admirer  ana  flatterer, 
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Lyaimftchus,  kept  himself  ensconced  behind  his  am- 
ple shoulders. 

As  Hereward  passed^  he  put  the  same  question  as 
he  did  to  the  former  citizen,—"  Know  you  the  mean- 
ins  of  these  trumpets  sounding  so  late  7" 

You  should  know  best  y;our8elf,"  answered  Ste- 

Ehanos  doggedly ;  "  for,  to  judge  by  your  axe  and 
elmet,  they  are  your  tnimpeta,  and  not  ours,  which 
disturb  honest  men  in  their  first  sleep." 

*'  Varlet !"  answered  the  Varangian,  with  an  em- 
phasis which  made  the  prizer  start,—"  but— when 
that  trumpet  sounds,  it  is  no  time  jfor  a  soldier  to 
punish  insolence  as  it  deserves.'^ 

The  Greek  started  back  and  bolted  into  his 
house,  nearly  overthrowing  in  the  speed  of  his  re- 
treat the  artist  Lysimachus,  who  waa  listening  to 
what  passed. 

Hereward  passed  on  to  the  barracks,  where  the 
military  music  had  seemed  to  halt:  but  on  the  Va- 
rangian crossing  the  threshold  of  the  ample  court- 
yard, it  broke  forth  again  with  a  tremendous  burst, 
whose  clangour  almost  stunned  him,  though  well 
accustomed  to  the  sounds.  "  What  is  the  meaning 
of  this,  Engeibrecht  1"  he  said  to  the  Varangian  sen- 
tinel, who  paced  axe  in  hand  before  the  entrance. 

"  The  proclamation  of  a  challenge  and  combat," 
answered  Engelbrecht  "Strange  things  toward, 
comrade;  the  frantic  crusaders  have  bit  the  Gre- 
cians, and  infected  them  witn  their  humour  of  tilting, 
as  they  say  dogs  do  each  other  with  madness." 

Hereward  made  no  reply  to  the  sentinel's  speech, 
but  pressed  forward  into  a  knot  of  his  fellow-soldiers 
who  were  assembled  in  the  court,  half-armed,  or, 
more  properly,  in  total  disarray,  as  just  arisen  from 
their  beds^  and  huddled  around  the  trumpets  of  their 
oorps^  which  were  drawn  out  in  full  pomp.  He  of 
the  gigantic  instrument,  whose  duty  it  was  to  inti- 
mate the  express  commands  of  the  Emi>eror,  was 
not  wanting  in  his  place,  and  the  musicians  were 
supported  by  a  band  of  the  Varangians  in  arms, 
headed  by  Achilles  Tatius  himself.  Hereward  could 
also  notice,  on  approaching  nearer,  as  his  comrades 
made  way  for  him,  that  six  of  the  Imperial  heralds 
were  on  duty  on  this  occasion ;  four  of  these  (two 
acting  at  the  same  time)  had  already  made  proclama- 
tion,  which  was  to  be  rQ>eated  for  the  third  time  by 
the  two  last  as  waa  the  usual  fashion  in  Constanti- 
noplo  with  Imperial  mandates  of  great  consequence. 
Achilles  Tatiiiii  the  moment  he  saw  his  confidant, 
made  him  a  mgn,  which  Hereward  understood  as 
conveying  a  desire  to  speak  with  him  aAer  the  pro- 
clamation was  over.  The  herald,  after  the  flourish 
of  trumpets  was  finished,  commenced  in  these 
words: 

"  By  the  authority  of  the  resplendent  and  divine 
Prince  Alexius  Comnenus,  Emperor  of  the  most  holy 
Roman  Empire,  his  Imperial  Majesty  desires  it  to  be 
made  known  to  all  and  sundry  the  subjects  of  his 
empire,  whatever  their  race  of  olood  may  be,  or  at 
what^er  shrine  of  divinity  they  happen  to  bend — 
Know  ye,  therefore,  that  upon  the  second  day  after 
this  is  dated,  our  beloved  son-in-law,  the  much 
esteemed  Caesar,  hath  taken  upon  him  to  do  battle 
with  our  sworn  enemy,  Robert,  Count  of  Paris,  on 
account  of  his  insolent  conduct,  by  presuming  pub- 
licly to  occupy  our  royal  seat,  and  no  less  by  break- 
ing, in  our  Imperial  presence,  those  curious  specimens 
of  art,  ornamenting  our  throne,  called  by  tradition 
the  Lions  of  Solomon.  And  that  there  may  not 
remain  a  man  in  Europe  who  shall  dare  to  say  that 
the  Grecians  are  behind  other  parts  of  the  world  in 
any  of  the  manlv  exercises  which  Christian  nations 
use,  the  said  noble  enemies,  renouncing  all  assistance 
from  falsehood,  from  spells,  or  from  magic,  shall  de- 
bate this  quarrel  in  three  courses  with  gnnded  spears, 
and  three  passages  of  arms  with  sharpened  swords ; 
the  field  to  be  at  the  judgment  of  the  honourable 
Emperor,  and  to  be  decided  at  his  most  gracious  and 
unerring  pleasure.    And  so  God  show  the  right !" 

Another  formidable  flourish  of  the  trumpets  con- 
cluded the  ceremony.  Achilles  then  dismissed  the 
attendant  troop^  as  well  as  the  heralds  and  musi- 
aans,  to  their  respective  quarters;  and  having  got 
Hereward  close  to  his  aide,  inquired  of  him  whether 


he  had  learned  any  thingof  the  prisoner,  Robert,  Cooat 
of  Paris.  . 

"  Nothing,"  said  the  Varangian,  "  save  the  tuSJsum 
your  proclamation  contains." 

"  You  think,  then/'  said  Achilles,  "  that  the  Coom 
has  been  a  party  to  it  ?" 

"  He  ought  to  have  been  so,"  answered  the  Vtian- 

fian.  "  I  know  no  one  but  himself  entitled  to  take 
urden  for  his  appearance  in  the  lists." 
"  Why,  look  you,"  said  the  Acolyte,  "  my  in<at 
excellent,  though  blunt- witted  Here^'ard,  thiaCcsv 
of  ours  hath  had  the  extravagance  to  ventnre  ha 
tender  wit  in  comparison  to  that  of  Achillra  Tatioa 
He  stands  upon  his  honour  too,  this  inefiable  fooL 
and  is  displeased  with  the  idea  of  bong  supoosed 
either  to  challenge  a  woman,  or  to  receive  a  fhafl«m 
at  her  hand.  He  has  substituted,  therefore,  the  name 
of  the  lord  instead  of  the  lady.  If  the  Coont  ftfl  t» 
appear,  the  Caesar  walks  forward  challenjger  and  nc- 
cessful  combatant  at  a  cheap  rate,  swee  no  cat 
has  encountered  him,  and  claims  that  the  ladysbodd 
be  delivered  up  to  him  as  captive  of  his  dreaded  bov 
and  spear.  This  will  be  the  signal  for  a  geocnl 
tumult,  in  which,  if  the  Emperor  be  not  ilain.on  tk 

S»ot,  he  will  be  conveyed  to  the  dangeon  of  his  ova 
lacquemal,  there  to  endure  the  doom  which  hb 
cruelty  has  inflicted  upon  so  many  others." 

"  But"— said  the  Varangian. 

"  But-^but— but,"  said  his  officer ;  "  but  thoa  ani 
fool.  Canst  thou  not  see  that  this  gallant  Csaars 
willing  to  avoid  the  risk  of  encountering  with  tin 
lady,  while  he  earnestly  desires  to  be  suppose  wi- 
ling to  meet  her  husband  1  It  is  our  busmesa  to  lii 
the  combat  in  such  a  shape  as  to  bring  all  who  m 
prepared  for  insurrection  together  in  arms  to  pfav 
their  parts.  Do  thou  only  see  that  our  trustvfrieadi 
are  piaced  near  to  the  Emperor's  person,  and  in  eoA 
a  manner  as  to  keep  from  nim  the  officious  and  vod- 
dling  portion  of  guards,  who  may  be  disposed  u 
assist  nim ;  and  whether  the  Ca?sar  fights  a  cofabit 
with  lord  or  lady,  or  whether  there  be  any  combat  ai 
all  or  not,  the  revolution  shall  be  acoorapIisheiL  ni 
the  Tatii  shall  replace  the  Comncni  upon  the  Il■p^ 
rial  throne  of  Constantinople.  Gol  my  trnsty  Bm- 
ward.  Thou  wilt  not  forget  that  the  signal  wordtf 
the  insurrection  is  Ursel.  who  lives  in  the  aflktm 
of  the  people,  although  his  body,  it  is  said,  haskiai 
lain  a  corpse  in  the  dungeons  of  the  BlacqoernaL" 

"What  was  this  Ursel,"  said  Hereward,  "ofwka 
I  hear  men  talk  so  variously  V* 

"  A  competitor  for  the  crown  vnth  Alexias  Cm- 
nenus— good,  brave,  and  honest;  but  oveipowcnd 
by  the  cunning,  rather  than  the  skill  or  bratoT  ^ 
his  foe.  He  died,  as  I  believe,  in  the  Blacqocnd; 
though  when,  or  how,  there  are  few  that  cao  ir. 
But,  up  and  be  doing,  m]r  Herewaid  !  Speak  eae» 
ragement  to  the  Varaiiflans — Interest  whonnoc«a 
thou  canst  to  join  us.  Of  the  Immoruls,  as  they  is 
called,  and  of  the  discontented  citizens,  enoiQsfa  » 
prepared  to  fill  up  the  cry,  and  follow  in  the  rati 
those  on  whom  we  must  rely  as  the  begmneisofi^ 
enterprise.  No  longer  shafl  Alexins's  cunniag.  a 
avoiding  popular  assemblies,  avail  to  protect  hint ;  b 
cannot,  with  regard  to  his  honour,  avoid  being  F*- 
sent  at  a  combat  to  be  fought  beneath  his  own  cw: 
and  Mercury  be  praised  for  the  eloquence  w)aA  s* 
spired  him^  after  some  hesitation,  to  detennine  fcrtki 
proclamation !" 

"  You  have  seen  him,  then,  this  evening  f  *  said  tki 
Varangian. 

"  Seen  him  1  Unquestionably,"  answered  the  !«•; 
lyte.  "  Had  I  ordered  these  trumpets  to  be  sooon 
without  his  knowledge,  the  blast  had  blown  the  btw 
from  my  shoulders." 

"I  had  well  nigh  met  you  at  the  palace,"  m 
Hereward :  while  his  heart  throbbed  almost  as  k«k 
as  if  he  had  actually  had  such  a  dangeio  «  eooosaif. 

"I  heard  something  of  it,"  said  Achilltf :  " ikii 
you  came  to  take  the  parting  orders  of  him  who  as* 
acts  the  sovereign.  Surely,  had  I  seen  yoo  tb««i 
with  that  steadfast,  open,  aeemingly  honest  coaal^ 
nanccL  cheating  the  wily  Greek  by  verydintofbitft* 
ness,  I  had  not  forborne  laughing  at  the  ooatntt 
between  that  and  the  thoughts  of  thy  heart." 


CODNT  ROBERT  OP  PAHIfi. 


Odd  atone,"  uid  HereiraTd,  "known  the  thoufhli 
of  our  heulsi  but  I  lake  him  lo  wiin»>,  IhaL  I  am 
bithfiil  to  my  promise,  Bad  will  diaclisrge  the  task 


"Bravol  minchanrilAnslD- 
"  I  pray  thee  to  call  jiy  alavi 


lidAehillei 
doffeat  Ilioae  woopona  of  c 


Hereward  dan 


ihTselrdofl. 
irdVman,  tell  thi 
mors  sncloae  t:     ' 
fitting 


lh<7  never   ahal] 
tia  iimha  of  one  fnr  whom 

h  ;  he  bowed  profound  I  y, 


h^  '^ 


^Hiiuhouhonrdit,  my  dear  Heroward,"  he  uid 
— "  hut  thou  heard  the  pmclamnnoti,  by  which  Ihia 
Owtek.  anlslaiie  haih  defied  meiaiiliin^cwiihgrindrd 
awar^  and  Gglilittg  ihrw  pa^isnitfa  nf  anna  with 
aharpeneii  awurde  1  ^'ei  there  ia  «iinielhinK  sirance, 
too.  thai  he  should  not  ihmk  ii  fatar  to  hold  my  Imly 
"    "'  et?    He  may  ihitik.  ncrhapn,  that  the 


a' charaner  br  courDfic  na  jealously 


ibeir  own.    liiia  whole  i 

riiall  make  for  a  slrdl  ^   and  i 
honour  him  auf 
only  weapon,  i 
HlfrdereniiYe." 

"1  shall  lake  care,  no 
"thai  thou  an  better  pmvlil 
knowal  not  the  Greeks." 


me  r  what  ehifl  1 
lether  I  shall  not 


mlil  the  latter  haJ  placed  in  his  hands 

3,<enMe  (aa  the  heralda  exptKet  il.)  um. 
nitrtd,  and  bearitifi  the  nroiul  molbi.     Hi 
onaeaihed."  Provitkdwiihthiiiayinbulnfconll 

il  was  now  hia  biiaincsa  lo  uike  onln' Cir  com 

eiluu  the  opproachinu  solemnity  lo  iba  iGader  uf  the 
crasifiinB  army,  andik'niandineforhimiinthenamc 
of  Robert  of  Paris,  and  tlu  Lady  Drunliildo,  such  a 
daUwhntent  of  westrrn  caTaliera  as  iniKht  ensure 
Mriel  observance  of  honour  and  honesiyin  ihe  ar- 
lanennanl  of  the  lisis,  and  during  the  protcresa  of 
Ibe  combat,  llie  duties  iinpOAted  on  IlerewBRl  were 
•Dch  as  to  render  it  inipoasilile  lur  him  to  proceed 
penonally  to  Ihe  camp  of  Godfrej' i  and  lliuiiuh  there 
were  manji  of  the  VaranKians  m  whoao  fldetily  he 
oould  have  Imsicd,  he  knew  uf  none  ainone  thoBe 
under  liis  immediate  coniiiiand,  whose  inlrlliucnce, 
on  ao  novel  an  occaBion.  might  t<e  entirely  depended 
on.  In  ibis  perplexity,  he  stroUwl,  ni.i*iin«  wiihniit 
well  knowinjt  why.  to  the  uarder 
where  fbnune  uoce  mare  pradured  ) 
with  Bertha. 

No  sooner  had  Hcreward  made  her  nwarc  of  his 
dilScully,  than  the  faithful  bower-maiden's  resolu- 

"I  aoe,"  said  ahe,  "  ilial  the  peril  of  this  part  of 
the  adventure  must  rest  with  mci  and  wherefore 
should  it  not  1  My  mislri'sa,  in  the  bosom  of  pros- 
perity, ofiered  herself  lo  bo  forth  into  the  wide  world 
for  my  ssket  I  will  for  her<i  go  to  the  camp  of  (his 
Prankish  lord.  He  is  an  honourahle  man,  and  ■ 
pious  Christian,  and  hia  fullowera  are  faithful  pil- 
Rrims.  A  woman  can  have  nothini;  lo  fear  wbo  Roea 
ID  such  men  upon  audi  nn  errand.' 


of  Agelaslea, 


TheVar. 


raotca 


_  r. He  provided,  therefore,  fiir  hv  s»ie- 

cuud  ■  trusty  old  soldier,  bound  to  his  Mrvon  by 
ban  kinililess  and  confidence:  and  having  ihaiouehly 
1  ■ !■  .1. 1 ■•  the  iBSiy  ahe 


without  the  enclosure  at  peep  oTdawn,  k 


:campnnied  by  the  hot 

..lesni  to  confide  her.     i 

them  safely  on  board  of  a  fnry- 


ildier  t< 


re  ha 


lyte.  as  nuthoriied  by  ll 
H'hicli  BRreed  with  the  i 
nnd  his  younit  el 


ily  lidmiltsd  them, 
icii  license  to  paM  to 
the  name  of  the  Aco- 

irance  of  old  (Jsmuii4 

„  .- ....  J^;  and  ere  long  the  town 

of  Scutari  opened  on  the  view  of  the  trayellera,  giit- 
lerinR,  as  now.  with  a  variety  of  architecture,  whieh, 
IhouRb  it  mi^ht  be  termed  fantaslical,  could  not  be 
denied  the  praise  of  besiity.  These  bulMinos  rose 
lioldty  out  of  a  thick  erove  of  cypreasea,  and  other 
huee  trees,  ihelsruer.probabljr  asiheifwererespecled 


for  filling  the  c 
tbedt 


greatly  so.  A  Isrjte  portion  of  that  miscellsneous 
nrmy,  which  came  to  r>:KBin  the  holy  places  of  Palea- 
line,  and  the  blessed  Sepulchre  ilselC  from  the  infi- 
dels, had  established  themselves  in  a  camp  within  a 
mile,  or  thereabouts,  of  Scutari.  Alhough,  tharefors, 

the  use  of  teniSj  the  army  (excepting  the  pavilions  of 
some  leaders  of  high  rank)  had  conBlrucIedfoTtham- 
aelves  temporary  hula,  not  unpleasing  to  the  eye, 
beinf!  decorated  with  leaves  and  flowers,  while  the 
lall  pcnnona  and  baimera  that  fioaied  over  tb<Di 
with  various  devices,  showed  that  the  flowerof  Bu- 
rooe  were  assemblaJ  at  that  place.    A  loud  and 

Sthal  of  a  thronged  hive, 
e  cruBsders  to  the  oeigh- 


ftoated  from 
bouiing  tow 


le  camp  of  in 
of  Scu         - 


and  even 


r  female,  in  fear  o 


The  party  at  lenRih  landed  in  safety  i  and  as  they 
approached  one  of  the  K>iea  of  the  camp,  there  sal- 
liecl  fonh  a  brisk  array  of  gallant  csvaliera,  pages, 
and  squires,  exercising  iheit  masters'  horses  or  iheit 
own.  From  the  noise  they  made,  eonverainj  at  the 
very  top  of  ihcir  voices,  gslloping^eurveltinit,  and 
pmncing  their  palfreys,  it  seemed  aa  if  their  eaiiydiB- 
ciplino  had  called  them  to  exerdse  ere  the  fomes  Of 
last  night's  revel  were  thoroughly  diaaijiated  by 
repose.  So  soon  sa  they  saw  Eenha  and  her  party, 
ihcy  approached  them  with  cries  which  marked  their 
country  was  Italy— "Al'ena!  al'ertat— Robadegua- 

'They  gathered  round  the  Analo-Saion  maiden 
and  her  coinpiniona,  repeating  their  cries  in  a  man' 
ncr  which  made  Bertha  tremble.  Their  general 
demand  waa,  "  What  was  her  buainsas  in  their 

"1  would  to  Ihe  general,  in-chief,  cavalitoi,"  an- 
ewered  Berlha,  "  havioK  a  secret  nwaaage  (o  hia 

"For  whose  earl"  said  ■  leader  of  the  partf,  a 
handsome  youth  of  about  eighteen  years  of  age. 
who  seemed  either  uj  have  s  sounder  brain  than  his 
fellows,  or  to  have  overflowed  it  with  leas  wms; 
"Whiclioroiir  leaders  do  you  come  hitherto  see?' 
he  demanded. 

"Godfrey  of  Bouillon." 

"Indeed  !"  said  the  page  who  had  spoken  first : 
"can  nothing  of  less  consequence  serve  thy  turn? 
Take  a  look  amongst  iia ;  young  are  we  al'  ■-'  — 
Booably  wealthy,  lily  Loid  of  Bouillon  is 
he  has  any  sequins,  he  ia  not  lik 
Ihia  way."^ 

"Stil!i:._   _ __  .,  _._ 

swered  Bertha,  "  an  aaaured  one ;  and  ha  will  little 
ihank  any  who  iibstructa  my  freeps 


is  old,  atid,if 


0  iaviah  tht 
B  token  to  Gt>d[rey  of  Bouillon.' 
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TALES  OF  MY  LANDLORD. 


[Chap.  XXni. 


and  therewithal  shownnzo  little  ca9<>,  in  whioli  the' 
signet  of  the  Count  of  Paris  was  enclosed,  "  I  will 
trust  it  in  your  hande,"  shr  said,  "if  you  promise  not 
to  open  it.  but  to  tnvn  nio  free  access  to  the  noble 
leader  of  the  cnisadera." 

"I  will,"'  Hiiid  the  youth,  "and  if  such  he  the 
Duke'fi  pleasure,  thoii  .><halt  ho  admitted  to  him." 

"Ernest  the  Apulian,  thy  dainty  Italian  wit  is 
caucht  in  a  trap/'  naid  one  of  hit*  companions." 

"Thou  art  an  ultramontane  fool.  Pi)lydore,"'  re- 
turnr-d  Ernest;  "(hen'  may  ho  nuirr  in  this  than 
either  thy  wit  or  mine  is  able  to  fatliom.  This 
maid*  n  and  one  of  hi  r  att*  ndants  wi-ar  a  dre!<s  hi*- 
lonf^ng  to  tlu'  Varajiirian  Imju'rial  Lniard.  They 
have  jH-rhaps  hi cji  intrusted  with  a  mi-s^a^'e  fri)m 
the  Emi»tror,  and  it  is  ni>t  irnronrilahli*  with  Alox- 
uis's  politirs  to  send  it  through  such  mcSi>«Mi:4er8  as 
these.  Let  us,  (licri  fore,  convt  y  ihcm  in  all  honour 
to  the  G«.:i«  ral's  unt." 

"  Willi  all  my  heart,"  t«aid  Polvilore,  "a  hlue-t-yed 
wench  is  a  pnMty  thin«,  but  1  like  not  the  .saure  of 
the  cariip-niarshal,  nor  his  taste  in  atti^in^  men  who 
Kive  way  Id  temptation.*  Vet,  ni'  1  prove  a  fool 
nke  my  companion,  1  would  ask  who  or  what  this 
pretty  maiden  is,  \ylio  comes  to  nut  noble  princes 
and  nolv  pil^Tims  in  mind  that  tliey  have  in  their 
tinip  had  the  follies  of  men  ?'* 

Uertha  a«ivanced  and  whimpered  in  rhe  ear  of  Er- 
nest. Mean  tinu?  joke  followt.d  jist,  amon^'  I'olydore 
dn<i  the  rest  of  the  t'ay  youths,  in  riotous  and  ribald 
flur'eession,  which,  howi-ver  eharacteristie  of  the 
rude  .speakers,  may  as  wi-ll  hr  omitie<i  here.  Their 
etrtcl  was  to  shake  m  some  dej^rw  the  fortitude  tjf 
the  Saxon  maidi  n,  who  had  some  diflieultv  in  mu.s- 
icruig  courap*  to  ad(ire«s  theni.  "  As  you  have  mo- 
thers, Kenil'inen,"  she  s;iid.  "  as  vou  have  fair  sisters, 
whom  you  would  i»roteci  from  dishonour  with  your 
best  blood — as  you  love  andhi)nour  ihosi-  iioly  places 
which  you  an-  sworn  to  fn^'  from  the  mtiderenemy, 
have  compassi(»n  on  me,  that  you  may  nit  nt  success 
in  your  undertaking;!'' 

"Fear  nothinj:.  maiden,"  sai<l  Erne.st,  "I  will  he 
your  protector ;  and  you,  my  comrades,  be  ruled  by 
ine.  I  have.  <lurin^  your  brawling,  taken  a  view, 
thoin^h  Somewhat  against  my  pnniii'^e,  of  the  pledge 
which  .she  bears,  and  if  she  who  pn-srnt«  it  is  af- 
fronted or  maltn-aled,  be  as.-ure<i  (Jodfrev  of  Bouil- 
lon will  ae\Ln:ly  aven^r  the  wroiisr  <loni-  her." 

""Nay,  comiade.  ilihou  can>jf  warrant  us!»o  much," 
said  P()lydorr,  *' I  Viill  m>s<lf  be  mont  anxious  to 
conduci  the  youim  woman  m  honour  and  safety  to 
Sir  f  Jodfiey's  I  en  I." 

'"The  Pnuci.s."  said  Ernest,  "must  b»'  niyh  meet- 
in;^  tlurein  council.  What  I  h:ive  said  \  will  war- 
rant and  uphold  with  hand  aiiii  liff.  ^fore  1  niisht 
guess,  but  I  eonchide  this. s<!nfible  young  maiden  can 
i>peak  for  herself.'' 

"  -Vow,  iieiivj-P  bliss  thei .  sallant  si|uire,''  said 
ISeriha,  "and  make  ihee  alike  brave  and  fortunate! 
Kmharras»  yourself  no  tariheralHUit  me.  than  to  de- 
bvcr  niu  safe  to  > our  leader,  ( Jodfn-y." 

"  We  spend  lime,"  said  Ernest,  spnnging  from  his 
horse.  "  You  are  nc)  Hift  ICaslern,  fair  maid,  and  I 
presume  you  will  find  yours<'lf  under  no  difTieulty  in 
managing  a  qui>t  horse  V 

"  Not  the  li  ast."  said  Hortha,  as,  wrapping  her*^-lf 
in  her  casfl«)ck,  she  spning  from  the  t(n>iind,  and 
alighted  upon  the  spirited  palfrey,  as  a  linnet  straps 
upon  a  rost^-bu.sh.  "  .\nd  now,  sir,  as  mv  business 
really  brooks  im  delay.  I  will  hi-  indebted  to  vou  to 
Bhow  ni(>  uistantly  to  the  tent  of  I>ukc  <ii)dlrev  of 
Hoiiillon." 

Bv  avaibns  her.s-lf  of  this  coiirtL-sy  of  the  youni; 
Apulian,  Bertha  imprudently  separati-d  herself  from 
the  old  Varangian;  but  the  intentions  of  the  youth 
were  lionourabliN  and  he  conducted  her  throuun  the 
tents  and  huts  t<i  the  pavilion  of  the  eelebraied  Grene- 
ral-in-ehief  of  the  Crusade. 

"  Here."  he  said.  "  you  must  iarr\'  for  a  .^paee.  un- 
der the  guanlianship  of  my  conipanions,"  (for  two 
or  three  of  the  pages  had  aceompanitHJ  them,  out  of 

*  Poriron*  anione  ihe  Cni-uiiiorA  rnuml  ruiliy  of  rortain  of 
tfkfnce*,  ilid  frnnnrf  in  n  Arvn*  o(  far  .ind  fi-atliun.  ttiuii^li  it 
II  Mippowd  a  punixlinwnt  of  niodrm  iiivriiiion 


curiosity  to  see  the  issue.)  "and  I  vriW  take  the  com 
mands  of  the  Duke  of  Ronillon  upon  the  subject.'* 

To  this  nothing  could  be  objected,  andf  Hertha 
had  noiliing  better  to  do,  than  to  admire  the  outside 
of  the  t<'nt,  which,  in  one  of  .Alexius's  fits  of  g-an- 
rositv  an<i  munificence,  had  he»*n  nrescntril  by  thi 
Grei^  Emperor  to  the  Chiff  of  the  Franks.    It^a« 
raised  upon  tall  spear-shaped  poles,  which  h.^d  tin- 
s«?mblance  of  gold  ;  its  curtains  were  of  a  thick  s-im: 
inanufactunHl  of  sijk.  cotton,  and  gold  thread.    I'r.i 
\yarderR  who  stoixl  n)und.  wi  n-  (at  least  during;  il.- 
time  that  the  council  was  hi  Id)  old  grave  nii  n.  tii« 
personal  squires  of  the  b«><iy  m"St  of  them.  *'f  "i« 
stiven'iuns  who  had  taken  the  cro.*-.-*,  and  who  f m.:..'. 
thin  fore,  be  trustnl  as  a  iruard  o\er  the  a^suni;!,. 
without  daniri-r  of  their  blabbing  what  ihev  nue.'ii 
c»yerhrar.    Th»ir  anpi-aranci-  was  s*.rious  and  «oi;- 
Hdi  rate,  and  tlif<y  looktil  like  men  who  had  taki'i 
up(ui  them  the  (''rn'«s,  not  as  an  idle  adv^•n:llr^  •'! 
arm.s  but  as  a  purpose  of  ilie  most  solemn  and  sfrio:.* 
nature.  One  of  ihe.^se  siopt  the  Italian,  and  demandes 
what  business  authoriv.ed  him  to  prvsH  ftirwani  ::\'o 
the  council  of  the  crusaders,  whi>  were  alremlv  tak 
ing  their  seats.     The  pat'c  answer*^!  by  tnvinL'  bi- 
name.  "  Eriu>t  ofOtraiito,  pageof  PniiceTancn  J:" 
and  stated  that  he  announced  a  young  wurnan.  A^ho 
bore  a  token  to  the  I>nki  of  Houillon.  addmL'  that  .t 
was  a<-companied  by  a  incssaLre  for  his  own  ear. 

Kr  rtlia,  mean  lime.  laid  asidi-  her  mantle,  or  Lpprr 
garment,  and  di^posc-tl  the  rest  of  ht-r  dres-  acri)n3:r.i 
to  the  Ando-Sn.Ton  costume.  She  had  hardivMij:. 
pleti-d  this  task,  befon-  the  page  of  Pnn«r  TanfT-i 
returned,  to  conduit  lur  into  the  pr»s«'nci-  of  :!"■ 
council  of  the  Cru*sa<le.  She  followitl  Ir.s  iii:niai; 
wliile  th(»  oili'T  young  men  who  had  accomprin;*-' 
her,  wondi-rin:;  al  the  appan-nt  easr  with  which  j-iu 
gained  admittance,  drew  back  to  a  resnectJul  "il- 
ia nee  fn>m  the  trnf,  and  there  caiivasseJ  the  nngn- 
larity  of  thi  'r  morning's  ailvcniure. 

In  the  mean  w  hill,  the  nmliaFsadress  herself  criitr- 
ed  the  council  chamber,  exhibiting  an  agreeable  1:1:2- 
tnrc  of  sbamefacediiess  Jind  reserve,  together  wiih  :i 
hold  determination  to  rio  her  duty  at  all  events.  Then- 
wrre  about  fifti-en  of  the  principal  crusaders  asst-m- 
h|e<l  in  council,  with  their  chieftain  (»<xlfrty.  H^ 
him-elf  w:is  a  tall  stnmg  man,  arrived  at  thai  pt-ri-K 
of  I  lie  in  which  nicn  are  supposed  to  have  lost  noir 
of  their  p'Siilution,  while  they  have  acquired  a  w:>- 
dom  and  circum.'-pi'iMion  unknown  to  their  carh<=r 
years.  The  (ountenanee  of  Goilfrey  l>e«P"ke  l")il: 
prudeiico  and  boldnefts  and  resembleti  hi")  ha: 
where  a  tew  thn-ads  of  silvir  were  already  niini;!": 
with  his  raven  locks. 

Tancre<l.  the  noblest  knight  of  the  Christian  ih; 
valrv,  sal  at  no  great  distance  from  him  with  Hugh, 
Earl  of  Vernumdoi.a,  iremrally  called  the  Ores- 
Count,  tli<;  st'lfish  and  w  ily  Mohemond,  the  powcn.'i 
liaymond  of  Provence,  and  others  of  the  priiinja: 
cnisadcrs,  all  more  or  less  completely  sheatbo:  :r 
armour. 

Hertha  did  not  allow  her  courage  to  be  brukin 
down,  but  advancing  with  a  timid  grace  rouarC" 
(iodfrey.  she  placeil  in  his  hands  the  signet  whd 
had  hren  restort'd  to  Iht  by  the  young  page  and  'iltii 
a  ill"  p  olnisan«i\  spoke  these  words:  "Godfn^- 
Count  of  P>ouillon.  Duke  of  Lorraine  the  Luwr. 
(.'hii.f  rif  the  Holy  Entcriirisc  called  the  Crusade,  an! 
you.  his  ::allaiit  comrades.  p<.-f.rs,  and  companion.-' 
bv  whan  \er  liilcs  viiu  may  be  honoun-d,  I.  an  hriiu- 
ble  maiden  of  England,  daughter  of  Engrin-d.  C'np- 
nally  a  franklin  of  Hampshire,  and  sinco  Chufiam 
of  the  Korestirs,  or  free  Ango-Saxonss  under  lin' 
command  of  the  celehratetl  I-Alric,  do  claim  wru: 
cndeiice  ih  due  to  iheliearerof  the  true  plfdpi'wh.'*t5 
I  put  into  vour  hand,  on  the  nart  of  one  not  tht-  Uasi 
eou.-lderable  of  your  own  body.  Count  RoIhti  o' 
Pari-." 

"  (Mir  most  honourable  confMlerate,"  said  fiixtfny. 
looking  at  the  ring.  "  Mo.st  of  vou.  my  lord^,  inu$t. 
1  think,  know  this  signet  -a  tielii  sown  with  the  fraiz- 
meiits  of  many  splintenw]  laiicfs.  The  signet  «n^ 
liandcd  from  one  of  the  assembly  to  another,  tad 
generally  Rcognised. 

When  Godfrey  had  Higni6ed  ik>  much,  the  niawlt:! 
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resumed  her  message.  "To  all  true  crusaders,  there- 
for&  comrades  of  uodfirey  of  Bouillon,  and  especially 
to  the  Duke  himself;— to  all,  I  say,  excepting  Bohe- 
roond  of  Tarentum,  whom  he  counts  imworthy  of 

hia  notice" 

"  Hah !  me  unworthy  of  his  notice,"  said  Bohe- 
mond.  "  What  mean  you  by  that,  damsel  ?— But  the 
i^ount  of  Paris  shall  answer  it  to  me." 

"  Under  your  favour.  Sir  Bohemond,"  said  Qod- 
frpy.  "no.  Our  articles  renounce  the  sending  of 
challenges  among  ourselves,  and  the  matter,  if  not 
dropt  betwixt  the  parties,  must  be  referred  to  the 
voice  of  this  honourable  council." 

"  I  think  I  guess  the  business  now,  my  lord,"  said 
Bohemond.  *^The  Count  of  Paris  is  disposed  to  turn 
and  tear  me,  because  I  offered  him  good  counsel  on 
the  evening  before  we  left  Constanunople,  when  he 

neslected  to  accept  or  be  guided  by  it" 

'^It  will  be  the  more  easily  explained,  when  we 
have  heard  his  message,"  said  Godfrey.— "  Speak 
forth  Lord  Robert  of  Pansys  charge,  damsel,  that  we 
may  take  some  order  with  that  which  now  seems  a 
perplexed  business." 

Bertha  resumed  her  message;  and,  having  briefly 
narrated  the  recent  events,  thus  concluded :— "  TTie 
battle  is  to  be  done  to-morrow,  about  two  hours  af- 
ter day  break,  and  the  Count  entreats  of  the  noble 
Duke  of  Lorraine  that  he  will  permit  some  fihy  of 
the  lances  of  France  to  attend  the  deed  of  anfts,  and 
secure  that  fair  and  honourable  conduct,  ^ich  he 
has  otherwise  some  doubts  of  rsceiving  at  thv  hands 
of  his  adversary.  Or  if  any  youn^  and  gallant  knight 
should,  of  his  own  free  will^  wish  to  view  the  said 
combat,  the  Count  will  feel  his  presence  as  an  hon- 
our ;  always  he  desires  that  the  name  of  such  knight 
be  numbered  carefully  with  the  armed  crusaders  who 
shall  attend  in  the  lists,  and  that  the  whole  shall  be 
limited,  by  Duke  Godfrey's  own  inspection,  to  fifty 
lances  only,  which  are  enough  to  obtain  the  protec- 
tion required,  while  more  would  be  considered  as  a 
preparation  for  aggression  upon  the  Grecians,  and 
occasion  the  revival  of  disputes  which  are  now  hap* 
pily  at  rest." 

Bertha  had  no  sooner  finished  delivering  her  ma- 
nifesto, and  made  with  great  grace  her  obeisance 
to  the  council,  than  a  sort  of  whisper  took  place  in 
the  assembly,  which  soon  assumed  a  more  lively 
tone. 

Their  solemn  vow  not  to  turn  their  back  upon  Pa- 
lestine, now  that  they  had  set  their  hands  to  the 
t lough,  was  strongly  urged  by  some  of  the  elder 
nights  of  the  council,  and  two  or  three  hish  pre- 
lates who  had  by  this  time  entered  to  take  share  in 
the  deliberations.  The  voimg  knights,  on  the  other 
hand,  were  fired  with  indignation  on  hearing  the  man- 
ner in  which  their  comrade  had  been  trepanned ;  and 
few  of  them  could  think  of  missing  a  combat  in  the 
lists  in  a  country  in  which  such  sights  were  so  rare, 
and  where  one  was  to  be  fought  so  near  them. 

Godfrey  rested  his  brow  on  his  hand,  and  seemed 
in  great  perplexity.  To  break  with  the  Greeks,  after 
having  suffered  so  many  injuries  in  order  to  maintain 
the  advantage  of  keeping  the  peace  with  them,  seemed 
very  irapoliuc,  and  a  sacrifice  of  all  he  had  obtained 
by  a  long  course  of  painful  forbearance  towards 
Alexius  Comnenus.  On  the  other  hand,  he  was 
bound  as  a  man  of  honour  to  resent  the  injury  offered 
to  Count  Robert  of  Paris,  whose  reckless  spirit  of 
chivalry  made  him  the  darline  of  the  army.  It  was 
the  cause^  too^  of  a  beautiful  lady^  and  a  brave  one: 
Every  knight  ui  the  host  would  ttimk  himself  bound, 
by  his  vow,  to  hasten  to  her  defence.  When  God- 
frey spoke,  it  was  to  complain  pf  the  diflBculty  of  the 
determination,  and  the  short  time  there  was  to  con- 
sider the  case. 

"With  submission  to  my  Lord  Duke  of  Lorraine," 
said  Tancred,  "  I  was  a  knight  ere  I  was  a  crusader, 
and  took  on  me  the  vows  of  chivalry,  ere  I  placed 
this  blessed  sign  upon  my  shoulder :  the  vow  first 
made  must  be  first  discharged.  I  will  therdbre  do 
penance  for  neglectine,  for  a  space,  the  obligations  of 
the  second  vow,  whUe  I  observe  that  which  recalls 
me  to  the  first  duly  of  knighthood,— the  relief  of  a 
distressed  lady  in  the  hands  of  men  whose  conduct 


towards  her,  and  towards  this  host,  m  every  retpeet 
entitles  me  to  call  them  treacherous  faitours." 

"  If  my  kinsman  Tancred,"  said  Bohemond,  **  will 
check  his  impetuosity,  and  you,  my  lords,  will  li8ten« 
as  you  have  sometimes  deigned  to  do,  to  my  advice, 
I  think  I  can  direct  you  how  to  keep  clear  of  any 
breach  of  your  oath,  and  yet  fully  to  relieve  our  dis- 
tressed fellow-pilgrims.— I  see  some  suspicious  looks 
are  cast  towards  me,  which  are  caused  perhaps  by  the 
churlish  manner  in  which  this  violent,  and,  in  this 
case,  almost  insane  young  warrior,  has  protested 
u^ainst  receiving  my  assistance.  My  great  offence  is 
the  having  given  him  warning,  by  preempt  and  exam- 
ple, of  the  treachery  which  was  about  to  be  practised 
against  him,  and  instructed  him  to  use  forbearanoe 
and  temperance.  My  warning  he  altogether  con- 
temned—my example  he  neglected  to  follow,  and  fell 
into  the  snare  which  was  spread,  as  it  were,  before 
his  very  eyes.  Tet  the  Count  of  Paris  in  rashly  con- 
temning me,  has  acted  only  from  a  temper  which 
misfortune  and  disappointment  have  rendered  irra- 
tional and  frantic.  I  am  so  far  firom  bearing  him  ill- 
will,  that,  with  your  lordship's  permission,  and  that 
of  the  present  council.  I  will  haste  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous  with  fifty  lances,  naking  up  the  retinue 
which  attends  upon  each  to  at  least  ten  men,  which 
will  make  the  stipulated  auxiliary  force  eaual  to  five 
hundred ;  and  with  these  I  can  have  UtUe  doubt  of 
rescuins  the  Count  and  his  lady." 

"  Nooly  proposed,"  said  the  Duke  of  Bouillon : 
"  and  with  a  charitable  forgiveness  of  injuries  whick 
becomes  our  Christian  expedition.  But  thou  ha>t 
forgot  the  main  difficulty,  hrother  Bohemond,  that 
we  are  sworn  never  to  turn  back  upon  the  sacred 
journey."  ' 

"  If  we  can  elude  tha^oath  upon  the  present  occ»> 
sion,"  said  Bohemond.  "  it  becomes  our  duty  to  do 
so.  Are  we  such  bad  horsemen,  or  are  our  steeds  00 
awkward,  that  we  cannot  rein  them  back  firom  this 
to  the  landing-place  at  Scutari  1  We  can  get  them 
on  shipboard  in  the  same  retrograde  manner,  and 
when  we  arrive  in  Europe  where  our  vow  binds  us 
no  longer,  the  Coant  and  Countess  of  Paris  are  res- 
cued, and  our  vow  remains  entire  in  the  Chancery  of 
Heaven." 

A  general  shout  arose—'*  Long  life  to  the  gallant 
Bohemond  !— Shame  to  us  if  we  do  not  fly  to  the 
assistance  of  so  valiant  a  knight,  and  a  lady  so  lovely, 
since  we  can  do  so  without  breach  of  our  vow." 

"  The  question,"  said  Godfrey,  "  appears  to  me  to 
be  eluded  rather  than  solved :  yet  such  evasions  have 
been  admitted  by  the  most  learned  and  scrupulous 
clerks;  nor  do  I  hesitate  to  admit  of  Bohemond's 
expedient,  any  more  than  if  the  enemy  had  attacked 
our  rear,  which  might  have  occasioned  our  counter- 
marching to  be  a  case  of  a|^lute  necessity." 

Some  there  were  in  the  assembly,  particularly  the 
churchmen,  inclined  to  think  that  the  oath  by  which 
the  crusaders  had  solemnly  bound  themselveSi  ought 
to  be  as  literally  obeyed.  But  Peter  the  Hermit,  who 
had  a  place  in  the  council,  and  possessed  great  weight, 
declared  it  as  his  opinion,  "  That  since  the  precise 
observance  of  th^r  vow  would  tend  to  diminish  the 
forces  of  die  crusade,  it  was  in  fact  unlawful,  and 
should  not  be  kept  according  to  the  literal  meaning, 
if,  by  a  fair  construction,  it  could  be  eluded." 

He  offered  himself  to  back  ther  animal  which  he 
bestrode — that  is,  his  ass ;  and  though  he  was  di- 
verted from  showing  this  example  by  the  remon- 
strances of  Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  who  was  afraid  of 
his  becoming  a  scandal  in  the  eyes  of  the  heathen, 
yet  he  so  prevailed  by  his  arguments,  that  the  knights, 
far  from  scrupling  to  countermarch,  eagerly  contend- 
ed which  should  have  the  honour  of  making  one  of 
the  party  which  should  retrograde  to  Constantinople, 
see  the  combat,  and  bring  back  10  the  host  in  safety 
the  valorous  Count  of  Paris,  of  whose  victory  no  one 
doubted,  and  his  Amazonian  Countess. 

This  emulation  was  also  put  an  end  to  by  the  au- 
thority of  Godfrey,  who  himself  selected  the  fifty 
knights  who  were  to  compose  the  party.  They  weta 
chosen  from  different  nations,  and  the  command  of 
the  whole  was  given  to  young  Tancred  of  Otranto. 
Notwithstanding  the  claim  of  Bohemond,  Godfrey 
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detained  the  latter,  under  the  pretext  that  hia  know- 
ledge of  the  ooontry  and  people  waa  abaohitely 
neceaeary  to  enable  the  council  to  form  the  plan  m 
the  campaign  in  Syria ;  but  in  reality  he  dreaded  the 
aelfiahneaa  of  a  man  of  great  ingenuity  aa  well  aa 
nxilitaiy  akill^  who,  finding  himself  in  a  separate 
command,  might  be  tempted,  should  opportimitiea 
ariae,  to  enlarge  his  own  power  and  dominion,  at  the 
ejq)enBe  of  the  pious  purposes  of  the  cruaade  in  gen- 
eral. The  younger  men  of  the  expedition  were  chiefly 
anxious  to  procure  such  horses  as  had  been  tbo- 
Tougfaly  trained,  and  could  go,  through  with  ease  and 
temper  the  mancBuvie  of  equitation,  by  which  it  waa 
deaigned  to  render  legitimate  the  movement  which 
they  had  recourse  to.  The  selection  was  at  length 
made,  and  the  detachment  ordered  to  draw  up  in 
the  rear,  or  upon  the  eastward  line  of  the  Christian 
encampment.  In  the  mean  whila  Godfrey  charged 
Bertha  with  a  message  for  the  Count  or  Paria,  in 
which,  slightly  censunng  him  for  not  observing  mors 
caution  in  his  interoourae  with  the  GrecJu,  ne  in- 
formed him  that  he  had  sent  a  detachment  of  fifty 
lanoee,  with  the  correspondinf  squires,  pagea,  men- 
at-arma,  and  crossbows,  five  nundred  in  number, 
eomroandpd  by  the  valantTancred,  to  his  aaaistance. 
The  Duke  alab  informed  him,  that  he  had  added  a 
aiut  of  armour  of  the  best  temper  Milan  could  afilbrd, 
together  with  a  trasty  war-horse,  which  he  entreated 
him  to  use  upon  the  field  of  battle;  for  Bertha  had 
not  omitted  to  intimate  Count  Robert's  want  of  the 
meana  of  knightly  equipment.  The  horae  was 
brought  before  the  pavilion  accordingly,  completely 
barbed  or  armed  in  steeL  and  laden  with  armour  for 
the  knight's  body.  Godfrey  himself  put  the  bridle 
into  Bertha's  hand. 

'*Thou  need'st  not  foar  to  tiuat  thvaelf  with  this 
ataed,  he  is  as  gentle  and  docile  aa  ne  is  fleet  and 
brave.  Place  thyself  on  hia  back,  and  take  heed  thou 
stir  not  from  the  side  of  the  noble  Prince  Tancred  of 
Otranto,  who  will  be  the  faithftd  defender  of  a  maiden 
that  haa  this  day  ahown  dexterity,  courage,  and 
fidelity." 

Bertha  bowed  low,  as  her  cheeka  glowed  at  praise 
from  one  whoae  talents  and  worth  were  in  such  gene- 
ral esteem,  as  to  have  raised  him  to  the  distinguished 
situation  of  leader  of  a  host  which  numbered  in  it 
the  bravest  and  most  distinguished  captains  of 
Chriatendom. 

"  Who  are  yon  two  peraona  1"  continued  Godfrey, 
speaking  of  the  companions  of  ^ertha,  whom  he  aaw 
in  the  distance  before  the  tent. 

"The  one^'  answered  the  damsel,  is  the  master 
of  the  ferrv-boat  which  brought  me  over;  and  the 
other,  an  old  Varangian  who  came  hither  as  my  pro- 
tector." 

**  As  they  may  come  to.  employ  their  eyes  here,  and 
their  tongues  on  the  opposite  side,"  returned  the 
General  of  the  crusaders,  "  I  do  not  think  it  prudent 
to  let  them  accompanyvou.  They  shall  remain  here 
for  aome  ahori  time.  The  citizens  of  Scutari  will  not 
comprehend  for  some  space  what  our  intention  is,  and 
I  could  wish  Prince  Tancred  and  hia  attendants  to  be 
the  first  to  announce  their  own  arrival." 

Bertha  accordingly  intimated  the  pleasure  of  the 
French  geno'al  to  the  parties,  without  naming  his 
motives;  when  the  ferryman  b^n^n  to  exclaim  on 
the  hardship  of  interceptmg  him  in  his  trade,  and  Os- 
mund to  complain  of  being  detained  fium  his  duties. 
But  Bertha,  by  the  orders  of  Godfrey,  left  them,  with 
the  assurance  that  they  would  be  aoon  at  liberty. 
Finding  themselves  thus  abandoned,  each  applied 
himaeli  to  his  favourite  amusement  The  ferryman 
occupied  himself  in  staring  about  at  all  that  was  new ; 
and  Oamund,  having  in  the  mean  time  accepted  an 
offer  of  breakfast  from  some  of  the  domestics,  was 
presently  engaged  with  a  flaak  of  such  red  wine  as 
would  have  reconciled  him  to  a  worse  lot  than  that 
which  he  at  present  experienced. 

The  deracnment  of  Tancred,  fiAv  apeara  and  their 
nrmed  retinue,  which  amounted  fiilJy  to  five  hundred 
laen,  after  having  taken  a  abort  and  haaty  refresh- 
ment, were  in  arms  and  mounted  before  the  sultry 
b)iir  of  noon.    After  aome  manoeuvrsi^  of  which  the 


Greeka  of  Scutari,  whoae  euiiooily  was  awakened  by 
the  preparationa  of  the  detachment,  were  at  a  kss  to 
oomprdiend  the  purpose,  they  foraoed  into  a  single 
column,  having  four  men  m  fivnt.  When  the  horaes 
were  in  thia  position,  the  whole  riders  at  ooee  began 
to  rein  back.  The  action  waa  one  to  which  both  the 
cavaliera  and  their  horaea  were  well  accnaiomed.  nor 
did  it  at  first  afibrd  much  aurpiiae  to  the  apectaton ; 
but  when  the  aame  retrograde  evolution  waa  conti- 
nued, and  the  body  of  cruaadera  aeemed  about  to  en- 
ter the  town  of  Scutari  m  ao  extiaordinary  a  foahion, 
aome  idea  of  the  truth  began  to  occnpr  the  cidzeBa. 
The  cry  at  length  was  general,  when  TaLOcred  and  a 
few  others,  whoae  horaea  were  unuaually  well  trained, 
arrived  at  the  port,  and  poaaeased  themaelvea  of  a  gal- 
ley, into  which  they  led  their  horaeai  and,  diareeud- 
ing  all  opposition  from  the  Imperial  oi&oera  of  the 
haven  puaned  the  veaael  off  from,  the  abore. 

Other  cavaliera  did  not  accomplish  their  puipoBe  aa 
easily;  the  ridera,  or  the  horaea,  were  less  secostomed 
to  continue  in  the  constrained  pace  for  such  a  ooam- 
derable  length  of  time,  so  that  many  of  the  knight% 
having  retrograded  fbr  one  or  two  hundred  yards, 
thought  their  vow  waa  sufficiently  observed  by  haviac 
ao  far  deferred  to  it,  and  riding  in  the  ordinary  man- 
ner into  the  town,  aeixed  without  farther  ceremony  on 
some  vessels,  which,  notwithstanding  the  orden  of 
the  Greek  Emperor,  had  been  allowed  to  rensain  on 
the  Asiatic  aide  of  the  atrait.  Sonne  less  able  hota»> 
men  met  with  varioua  accidenta;  for  tboug:h  it  waa  a 
proverb  of  the  time,  that  nothing  was  so  bold  as  a 
blind  horae,  yet  from  thia  mode  of  equitation,  wfacse 
neither  horae  nor  rider  aaw  the  way  be  vras  goia^ 
some  steeds  were  overthrowiL  others  backed  inur 
dangeroua  obataclea;  and  the  bonea  of  the  caTaher* 
themselves  sufiered  much  more  than  would  have  bean 
the  caae  in  an  ordinary  march. 

Thoae  horaemen,  alao,  who  met  with  foUa,  iacarra^ 
the  danger  of  being  slain  by  the  Greeka,  bad  not  God- 
frey, Burmounting  hia  religioua  acrnples,  despaicfaed  a 
aquadron  to  extrKate  them— a  taak  which  they  per- 
formed with  great  ease.  The  greater  part  of  Taa- 
cred's  followers  succeeded  in  embarking  aa  was  in- 
tended, nor  waa  there  more  than  a  score  or  two  fiaally 
amiaaing.  To  accomphah  their  voyage,  howevec. 
even  the  Prince  of  Otranto  himself^  and  most  of  h» 
followers,  were  obhged  to  betake  themadves  to  the 
unknightly  laboura  of  the  oar.  Thia  they  fdand  ex- 
tremely difficult,  aa  well  from  the  atate  both  of  ihr 
tide  and  the  wind,  aa  from  the  want  of  practice  at 
the  exercise.  Godfrey  in  person  viewed  their  pi 
anxiously,  from  a  neighbouriius  height,  and  pe. . 

with  regret  the  difficulty  which  they  found  in  m „ 

their  way,  which  waa  still  more  increaaed  bjr  the  b»> 
cessity  for  their  keeping  in  a  body,  and  wainng  Uk 
the  slowest  and  wont  maimed  vesaiela,  whick  com- 
derably  detained  those  that  were  more  fTiwIiimaa 
They  made  aome  progreaa,  however ;  nor  bad  ife 
commander-in-chief  the  least  doubt,  that  belbie  ■■■- 
set  they  would  safely  reach  the  oppoaite  aide  of  the 
strait 

He  retired  at  length  from  his  post  of  observaiH^ 
having  placed  a  careful  aentinel  m  his  stead,  with  ^ 
rectiona  to  bring  him  word  the  inatant  that  the  de- 
tach men  t  reached  the  opooaite  abore.  Tliis  the  aoUHr 
could  eaaily  discern  by  the  eye,  if  it  was  daylight  at 
the  time ;  i(  on  the  contrary,  it  waa  night  bcabtecher 
could  arrive,  the  Prince  of  Otranto  had  orders  to 
certain  lights,  which,  in  caae  of  their  meeting  i 
anoe  from  the  Greekai  ahould  be  arranged  in  a 
liar  manner,  so  as  to  mdicate  danger. 

Godfrey  then  explained  to  the  (mek  autbodties  ^ 
Scutari,  whom  he  aummoned  before  him,  the  Beca> 
sity  there  waa  that  he  should  keep  in  readiness  sock 
vessels  as  could  be  procured,  with  which,  in  caae  id 
need,  he  was  determined  to  transport  a  unam  dnt- 
sion  from  his  army  to  aupport  thoae  who  had 
before.    He  then  rode  back  to  hia  camp,  the  con 

munnura  of  which,  rendered  more  noisy  by  the  . 

ous  diacuesions  concerning  the  events  of  the  day« 
rolled  off  from  tlie  numerous  boat  of  the  en 
and  mingled  with  the  boarsp  aonnd  of  the 
billowed  Hellespont. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

All  ia  praiMred— Um  chamtMn  of  the  mine 

Are  erMnm'd  with  the  oombiutible,  which  hannleu 

While  yet  unkindled,  u  the  aable  HUid, 

Need*  but  a  ipark  to  cbanfe  ita  nature  fo, 

That  he  who  wakes  it  ftom  ita  ilumbrooi  mood, 

Dreads  acaree  the  exploeiou  lew  than  he  wlio  kaowe 

That  'tis  hia  towen  wluch  nieet  ita  tmj.—AMmifmoiu. 

Whbm  theakv  is  darkened  suddenljr.  and  the  atmo- 
sphere grows  thick  and  stifling,  the  lower  Tanks  of 
creation  entertain  the  ominous  sense  of  a  coming 
tempeat.  The  biids  fly  to  the  thickets,  the  wild  crea- 
tures retreat  to  the  closest  covers  which  their  instinct 
gives  them  the  habit  of  frequenting,  and  domestic 
animals  show  their  apprehension  of  the  approaching 
thander- storm  by  singular  actions  and  movements 
inferring  fear  ana  disturbance. 

It  seems  that  human  nature,  when  its  original 
habita  are  cultivated  and  attended  to,  possessea  on 
similar  occasions,  something  of  that  prescient  fore- 
boding  which  announces  the  approaching  tempest  to 
the  inferior  ranks  of  creation.  Tha  cultivation  of  our 
intellectual  powers  goes  perhaps  too  far,  when  it 
teaches  us  entirely  to  suppress  and  disregard  those 
natural  feelings,  which  were  oiiginally  designed  as 
sentinels  by  wmch  nature  warned  us  of  mipending 
danger. 

Something  of  the  kind,  however,  still  remains,  and 
that  species  of  feeling  which  annoimoes  to  us  sor- 
rowful or  alarming  tidings,  may  be  said,  like  the  pro- 
phedes  of  the  weurd  sbters,  to  come  over  us  like  a 
sudden  cloud.         ,   ,         , .  ,  .     . 

During  the  fatal  day  which  was  to  precede  the 
combat  of  the  Cassar  with  the  Count  of  Paris,  there 
were  current  through  the  city  of  Constantinople  the 
most  contradictory,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most 
terrific  reporu.  Pnvy  conspiracy,  it  was  alleged,  was 
on  the  very  eve  of  breaking  out ;  open  war,  it  was 
reported  by  others,  was  about  to  shake  her  banners 
over  the  devoted  city;  the  precise  cause  was  not 
agreed  upon,  any  more  than  the  nature  of  the  enemy. 
Some  said  tnat  the  barbarians  from  the  borders  of 
Thracia,  the  Hungarians,  as  they  were  termed,  and 
the  Comani.  were  on  their  march  from  the  fronUers 
to  surprise  the  city }  another  report  stated  that  the 
Turkk  who,  during  this  period,  were  established  in 
Asia^ad  resolved  to  prevent  the  threatened  attack 
of  the  crusaders  upon  Palestine,  by  surprisinjB^  not  only 
the  Western  Pilgrims,  but  the  Christians  oi  the  East, 
by  one  of  their  innumerable  invasions,  executed  with 
their  characteristic  rapidity. 

Another  report,  approaching  more  near  to  the 
truth,  declared  that  the  crusaders  themselves,  haying 
discovert  their  various  causes  of  complaint  asainst 
Alexius  Comnenus,  had  resolved  to  march  back  their 
united  forces  to  the  capital,  with  a  view  of  dethroning 
or  chastising  him ;  and  the  citizens  were  dreadfully 
alarmed  for  the  consequences  of  the  resentment  of 
men  so  fierce  in  their  habits,  and  so  strange  in  their 
manners.  In  short,  although  they  did  not  all  agree 
on  the  precise  cause  of  danger,  it  was  vet  generally 
allowed  that  something  of  a  dreadful  kind^was  im- 
pending, which  appeared  to  be  in  a  certain  degree 
confirmed  by  the  motions  that  were  taking  place 
among  the  troops.  The  Varangians,  as  well  as  the 
Immortals,  were  gradually  assembled,  and  placed  m 
occupation  of  the  strongest  parts  of  the  city,  until  at 
length  the  fleet  of  galleys,  row-boats,  and  transports, 
occupied  by  Tancred  andhis  party,  were  observed 
to  put  themselves  in  motion  from  Scutari,  and  at- 
tempt to  gain  such  a  height  in  the  narrow  sea,  as 
upon  the  turn  of  the  tide  should  transport  them  to 
tne  port  of  the  capital 

Alexius  Comnenus  was  himself  struck  at  this  un- 
expected movement  on  the  part  of  the  crusaders. 
Yet,  after  some  conversation  with  Hereward,  on 
whom  he  had  determined  to  repose  his  confidence, 
and  had  now  gone  too  far  to  retreat,  he  became  re- 
assured, the  more  especially  by  the  limited  size  of  the 
detachment  which  seemed  to  meditate  so  bold  a 
measure  as  an  attack  upon  his  capital  To  those 
around  him  he  said  with  carelessness,  that  it  was 
hardly  to  be  supposed  that  a  trampet  could  blow  to 
the  cnaige,  within  hearing  of  the  crosadeni'  camp, 


without  some  out  of  so  many  knights  coming  forth 
to  see  the  cause  and  the  issue  of  the  conflict. 

The  conspirators  also  had  their  secret  fears  when 
the  little  armament  of  Tancred  had  been  seen  on  the 
straits.  Agelastes  mounted  a  mule,  and  went  to  the 
shore  of  the  sea,  at  the  place  now  called  Galata.  He 
met  Bertha's  old  ferryman,  whom  Godfrey  had  set  at 
liberty,  partiv  in  contempt,  and  partly  that  the  report 
he  was  likely  to  make,  might  serve  to  amuse  the 
conspirators  m  the  city.  Closely  examined  by  Age- 
lastes, he  confessed  that  the  present  detachment,  so 
far  as  he  understood,  was  despatched  at  the  instance 
of  Bohenond,  and  was  under  the  command  of  his 
kinsman  Tancred,  whose  well-known  baiiner  was 
floating  from  the  headmost  vessel.  This  gave  cour- 
age to  Agelastes,  who,  in  the  course  of  his  intrigues, 
had  opened  a  private  communication  with  the  wily 
and  ever  mercenary  Prince  of  Antioch.  The  object 
of  the  philosopher  had  been  to  obtain  from  Bohemond 
a  body  of  his  followers  to  co-operate  in  the  intended 
conspiracy,  and  fortify  the  party  of  insurgents.  It  is 
true,  that  Bohemond  had  returned  no  answer,  but 
the  account  now  given  by  the  ferryman,  and  the 
si^ht  of  Tancred  the  kinsman  of  Bohemond's  banner 
displayed  on  the  straits,  satisfle^  the  philosopher  that 
his  oilers,  his  presents,  and  his  promises,  had  gained 
to  his  side  the  avaricious  Italian,  and  that  this  band 
had  been  selected  by  Bohemond,  and  were  coming  to 
act  in  his  favour. 

As  Agelastes  turned  to  go  oflT,  he  almost  iostled  a 
person,  as  much  muflled  up,  and  apparently  as  un- 
willing to  be  known,  as  the  philosopher  nimsdf. 
Alexius  Comnenus,  however— tor  it  was  the  Em- 
peror himself— knew  Agelastes,  though  rather  from 
his  stature  and  gestures,  than  his  countenance ;  and 
could  not  forbear  whispering  in  his  ear,  as  he  passed, 
the  well-known  lines,  to  which  the  pretended  sage's 
various  acquisitions  gave  some  degree  of  point : — 

"  Orammattcofl.  rhetor,  geometiea,  pictor,  aliptee, 
Aufur,  scliamooates,  roedicui,  mafnoa  :  orooia  norit 
Grecalna  eauriena  in  celum,  juiaena  ibiL"* 

Agelastes  first  started  at  the  unexpected  sound  of 
the  Emperor's  voice,  yet  immediately  recovered  pre- 
sence or  mind,  the  want  of  which  had  made  him  sus- 
pect himself  betrayed ;  and  without  taking  notice  of 
the  rank  of  the  person  to  whom  he  spoke,  he  an- 
swered by  a  quotation  which  should  return  the  alarm 
he  had  received.  The  speech  that  suggested  itself 
was  said  to  be  that  which  the  Phantom  of  Cleonice 
dinned  into  the  ears  of  the  tyrant  who  murdered 

her— 

"  Tu  cole  jnitttiaiB  ;  teqae  atqoe  aliot  manet  alter. **! 

The  sentence,  and  the  recollections  which  accom- 
panied it.  thrilled  through  the  heart  of  the  Emperor, 
who  walked  on,  however,  without  any  notice  or 


"^•'k 


le  vile  conspirator,"  he  said,  "had  his  asso- 
ciates around  him,  otherwise  he  had  not  hazarded 
that  threat.  Or  it  may  have  been  worse— Agelastes 
himself  on  the  very  brink  of  this  worlu,  may  have 
obtained  that  singular  glance  into  futurity  proper  to 
that  situation,  and  perhaps  speaks  less  from  his 
own  reflection  than  from  a  strange  spirit  of  pres- 
cience^ which  dictates  his  words.  Havel  then  in  ear- 
nest smnedso  far  in  my  imperial  duty,  as  to  make  it 
just  to  apply  to  me  the  warning  used  by  the  injured 
Cleonice  to  her  ravisher  and  murderer  7  Methinks 
I  have  not.  Methinks,  that  at  less  expense  than 
that  of  a  just  severity,  I  coidd  ill  have  kept  my  seat 
in  the  high  place  where  Heaven  has  been  pleased  to 
seat  me,  and  where,  as  a  ruler,  I  am  bound  to 
maintain  my  station.  Methinks  the  sum  of  those 
who  have  experienced  my  clemency  may  be  well 
numbered  with  that  of  such  as  have  sustained  the 
deserved  punishments  of  their  guilt.— But  has  that 
vengeance,  however  deserved  in  itself  been  always 
tak^  in  a  legal  or  justifiable  manner  1  My  con- 
science, I  doubt,  will  nordly  answer  so  home  a  Ques- 
tion ;  and  where  is  the  man,  had  he  the  virtues  oi  An- 


*  The  linea  of  JuTanal  imitated  by  Jobnaoa  ia  hia 

"  All  aeieooea  a  foatina  Monaieiir  knowa. 
And  bid  him  go  to  hell— to  hell  he  foet.'^ 

t  Do  thou  cultivate  juatice :  for  thee  and  for  othan  thais  is- 
malna  ao  avenger.  "—Otio.  Mot. 
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tontus  himself;  that  can  hold  to  high  and  responsible 
a  place,  yet  sustain  sach  an  interrosation  as  is  im- 
plied in  that  sort  of  warning  which  1  have  received 
from  this  traitor  7  T\i  coUjustitiam—we  all  need 
use  justice  to  others— Tfe7u«  aigue  alios  manet 


to         .  .... 

uUor — we  are  all  amenable  to  an  avenging  being—I 
will  see  the  Patriarch — instantly  will  I  see  him ;  and 
by  confessing  ray  transgressions  to  the  churcn,  I 
will,  by  her  pienarv  indulgence,  acquire  the  right  of 
spending  the  last  day  of  my  reign  in  a  consciousness 
of  innocence,  or  at  least  of  pardon, — a  state  of  mind 
rarely  the  lot  of  those  whose  lines  have  fallen  in 
lofty  places." 

So  saying,  he  ]>as8ed  to  the  palace  of  Zosimus  the 
Patriarch,  to  whom  he  could  unbosom  himself  with 
more  safety,  because  he  had  long  considered  Agelas- 
tes  as  a  private  enemy  to  the  church,  and  a  man  at- 
tached to  the  ancient  doctrines  of  heathenism.  In 
the  councils  of  the  state  they  were  also  opposed  to 
each  other,  nor  did  the  Emperor  doubt,  that  in  com- 
municating the  secret  of  the  conspuncy  to  the  Patri- 
arch, he  was  sure  to  attain  a  loyal  and  firm  supporter 
in  the  defence  which  he  proposed  to  himself.  He 
therefore  gave  a  signal  by  a  low  whistle,  and  a  con- 
fidential officer,  well  mounted,  approached  him,  who 
attended  him  in  his  ride,  though  unostentatiously, 
and  at  some  distance. 

In  this  manner,  therefore,  Alexius  Comnenus  pro- 
ceeded to  the  palace  of  the  Patriarch,  with  as  much 
speed  as  was  consistent  with  his  purpose  of  avoiding 
to  attract  any  particular  notice  as  he  passed  through 
the  street.  Durins  the  whole  ride,  the  warning  of 
A^elastes  repeatealjr  occurred  to  him,  and  his  con- 
science reminded  mm  of  too,  many  actions  of  his 
reign  which  could  only  be  justified  by  necessity,  em- 
phatically said  to  be  the  tyrant's  plea,  and  which 
were  of  themselves  deserving  the  dire  vengeance  so 
longdelayed. 

when  be  came  in  sight  of  the  splendid  towers 
which  adorned  the  front  of  the  patriarchal  palace, 
he  turned  aside  from  the  lofty  gates,  repaired  to  a 
narrow  court,  and  Main  giving  nis  mule  to  his  at- 
tendant, he  stopt  before  a  postern,  whose  low  arch 
and  humble  architrave  seemed  to  exclude  the  possi- 
bility of  its  leading  to  any  place  of  importance.  On 
knocking,  however,  a  pnest  of  an  inferior  order 
opened  the  door,  who,  with  a  deep  reverence  re- 
ceived the  Emperor  so  soon  as  he  had  made  himself 
known,  and  conducted  him  into  the  interior  of  the 
palace.  Demanding  a  secret  interview  with  the  Pa- 
triarch, Alexius  was  then  ushered  into  his  private 
library,  where  he  was  received  by  the  aged  priest, 
with  the  deepest  respect,  which  the  nature  of  his 
communication  soon  changed  into  horror  and  asto- 
nishment 

Although  Alexius  was  supposed  by  many  of  his 
own  court,  and  particularly  by  some  members  of  his 
own  family,  to  be  little  better  than  a  hvpocrile  in  his 
rel^ous  professions,  yet  such  severe  observers  were 
unjust  in  or  andinghim  with  a  name  so  odious.  He  was 
indeed  aware  of  the  great  support  which  he  received 
from  the  good  opinion  of  the  clergyi  and  to  them  he 
was  willing  to  make  sacrifices,  for  the  advantage  of 
the  churclL  or  of  individual  prelates  who  manifested 
fidelity  to  the  crown ;  but  though,  on  the  one  hand, 
such  sacrifices  were  rarely  made  oy  Alexius  without 
a  view  to  temporal  poUcy,  yet.  on  the  other,  he  re- 
garded them  as  recommended  by  his  devotional  feel- 
mga,  and  took  credit  to  himself  for  various  grants 
and  actions,  as  dictated  bv  sincere  piety,  which,  in 
another  aspect,  were  the  miits  of  temporal  policy. 
His  mode  of  looking  on  these  measures  was  that  of 
a  person  with  obhque  vision,  who  sees  an  object  in  a 
dinerent  manner,  according  to  the  point  from  which 
he  chances  to  contemplate  it. 

The  Emperor  placed  his  own  errors  o(  govern- 
ment before  the  Patriarch  in  his  confession,  giving 
due  weight  to  every  breach  of  morality  as  it  occurred, 
and  sinpping  from  them  the  lineaments  and  pallia- 
tive circumstances  which  hod  in  his  own  imagination 
lessened  their  guilt.  The  Patriarch  heard,  to  his  as- 
tonishment, the  real  thread  of  many  a  court  intrieue, 
which  had  borne  a  v?ry  different  appearance,  tilitbe 
Emperor's  narrative  either  joi tifiea  his  conduct  upon 


the  occasion,  or  left  it  totally  unjattifiabl&.  Upon 
the  whole,  the  balance  was  certainly  more  io  IsTOiir 
of  Alexius  than  the  Patriarch  had  supposed  likely  is 
that  more  distant  view  he  bad  taken  of  the  intrKoea 
of  the  court,  when,  as  usual  the  ministers  and^thc 


courtiers  endeavoured  to  make  up  for  the  airpi 
which  they  had  given  in  council  to  the  most  bla 
ble  actions  of  the  absolute  monarch,  by  elsew..^, 
imputing  to  his  motives  greater  guilt  than  really  be 
longed  to  them.  Many  men  who  had  fallen  aacn- 
fices,  it  was  supposed,  to  the  personal  spleea  or  jeal- 
ousy of  the  Emperor,  appeared  to  have  been  in  fact 
removed  from  lue,  or  from  bberty,  because  their  en- 
joying either  was  inconsistent  with  the  quiet  of  the 
state  and  the  safety  of  the  monarch. 

Xosimus  also  learned,  what  he  nerhapa  already  na- 
pected.  that  amidst  the  profound  silence  of  dei^ot- 
ism  which  seemed  to  pervade  the  Grecian  empire,  it 
heaved  frequently  with  convulsive  throes,  which  enr 
and  anon  made  obvious  the  existence  of  a  yolcano 
under  the  surface.  Thus,  while  smaller  delJnqoeQ- 
cies,  or  avowed  discontent  with  the  Imperial  goycrn- 
ment,  seldom  occurred,  and  were  severely  punished 
when  they  did,  the  deepest  and  moat  mortal  oonaii- 
racies  against  the  life  and  the  authority  of  the  Empe> 
ror  were  cherished  by  those  nearest  to  hia  person; 
and  he  was  often  himself  aware  of  them,  though  it 
was  not  until  they  approached  an  explosion  that  hs 
dared  act  upon  his  knowledge,  and  puniah  the  coa- 
q)irators. 

The  whole  treason  of  the  Caesar,  with  hia  asso- 
ciates, Agelastes  and  Achilles  Tatius,  was  heani  fay 
the  Patriarch  with  wonder  and  astoniahmetit,  andhs 
was  particularly  surprised  at  the  dexterity  with 
which  the  Emperor,  knowing  the  existence  of  so 
dangerous  a  conq>iracy  at  home,  had  been  able  to 
parry  the  danger  from  the  crusaders  occurriDg  at  dK 
same  moment. 

"In  that  respect,"  said  the  Emperor,  to  whoa 
indeed  the  churchman  hinted  his  surprise,  "I  have 
been  singularly  unfortunate.  Had  I  been  aecore  of 
the  forces  of  my  own  empire,  I  might  have  takes 
one  out  of  two  manly  bbq  opea  coursea  with  theae 
frantic  warriors  of  the  west— I  might,  my  levetcnd 
father,  have  devoted  the  sums  paid  to  Ek>hemoDd  and 
other  of  the  more  selfish  among  the  cruaadera,  to  tfas 
honest  and  open  support  of  the  army  of  westen 
Christians,  and  safely  transported  them  to  Palesticc 
without  exposing  them  to  the  great  loaa  which  tb^ 
are  likely  to  sustain  by  the  composition  of  the  Infideii; 
their  success  would  have  been  in  fact  mr  own,  and  a 
Latin  kingdom  in  Palestine,  defended  by  its  steel- 
clad  warriors,  would'have  beoi  a  safe  anduneqmgB- 
able  barrier  of  the  empire  against  the  Saraeena 
Or,  if  it  was  thought  more  expisdient  for  the  protect 
tion  of  the  empire  and  the  holy  church,  over  which 
you  are  niler,  we  might  at  once,  and  by  open  fixce, 
nave  defended  the  frontiers  of  our  sutea  against  a 
host  commanded  by  so  many  difierent  and  oisoonfiiis 
chiefs^  and  advancmg  upon  us  with  such  equivocal 
intentions.  If  the  first  swarm  of  theae  locusts,  un- 
der him  whom  they  called  Walter  the  Pennilesa,  was 
thinned  by  the  Hungarians,  and  totally  destroyed  hf 
the  Turks,  asthepyramidsof  bonea,  on  thefrooaen 
of  the  country  still  keep  in  memory,  surely  the  uaUti 
forces  of  the  Grecian  empire  would  have  had  htih 
difficulty  in  scattering  this  second  flight,  though  com- 
inanded  by  these  Godfreys,  Bohemonda,  and  TW 
creds." 

The  Patriarch  was  silent,  for  though  he  disftsi 
or  rather  detested  the  crusaders,  aa  members  of  ike 
Latin  church,  he  vet  thought  it  nighly  doobtfol  that 
in  feats  of  battle  tney  could  have  been  met  and  over- 
come by  the  Grecian  foroea 

"  At  any  rate."  said  Alexius,  ru^dr  infeipreciv 
his  silence,  **  ii  vanquished,  I  had  falWn  aaoer  bit 
shield  as  a  Greek  emperor  should,  nor  had  I  bses 
forced  into  these  mean  measures  of  attackin|  nea 
by  stealth,  and  with  forces  disguised  as  iDodeli; 
while  the  lives  of  the  faithiiil  soloiera  of  the  eaqm 
who  have  fallen  in  obscure  akinuisheat  had  bettar. 
both  for  them  and  me,  been  lost  bravely  is  tktf 
ranks,  avowedly  fightixig  for  their  native  enpow 
and  their  native  country.     Now,  and  as  the  wntm 
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•tands,  I  shall  be  handed  down  to  posterity  aa  a  wily 
tfrant,  who  engaged  bia  aubjeeta  in  fatal  feuda  for  the 
safety  of  faja  own  obacure  life.  Patriarch !  theae 
crimes  rest  not  with  me,  but  with  the  rebels  whose 
intrigr^ies  compelled  me  into  such  couraes— What, 
leverend  father,  will  be  my  &to  hereafter  1~and  in 
what  lishc  shall  I  descend  to  poaterity,  the  author 
of  so  many  disaatera  V* 

"For  futurity,"  aaid  the  Patriarch,  "your  grace 
hath  referred  youraelf  to  the  holy  church,  which 
hath  power  to  nind  and  to  loose ;  your  meana  of  pro- 
ploaUnK  her  are  ample,  and  I  haye  already  indicated 
such  as  she  may  reaaonablsr  expect,  in  consequence 
of  vour  repentance  and  foiniveneae. 

They  shall  be  granted,"  replied  the  Emptor, "  in 
their  fullest  extent ;  nor  will  I  injure  you  in  doubting 
their  effect  in  the  next  world.  In  this  present  atate 
of  existence,  however,  the  favourable  opinion  of  the 
church  may  do  much  for  me  during  this  important 
crisis.  If  we  underatand  each  other,  good  Zosimus^ 
her  doctors  and  bishops  are  to  thunder  in  my  behaUj 
nor  is  my  benefit  from  her  pardon  to  be  deferred 
^\  the  funeral  monument  closee  upon  me?" 

**  Certainly  not,"  said  Zosimus ;  *'  the  conditions 
which  I  have  already  atipulated  being  strictly  at- 
tended to." 

"  And  my  memory  in  hiatory,"  said  Alexius,  "in 
what  manner  ia  that  to  be  preserved  1" 

**For  that,"  answered  the  Patriarch,"your  Imperial 
MiO^sty  must  tmat  to  the  filial  piety  and  literary  ta- 
lents of  your  accomplished  daughter,  Anna  Com- 
nena." 

The  Emperor  shook  his  head.  "This  unhappy 
C»8ar,"  he  said,  "is  like  to  make  a  quarrel  between 
us ;  for  I  shall  scarce  pardon  so  ungrateful  a  rebel  as 
he  is,  because  my  daughter  clings  to  him  with  a 
woman's  fondness.  Besides,  ^ood  Zosimus,  it  is 
not,  I  believe,  the  page  of  a  historian  such  as  ray 
daughter  that  is  most  likely  to  be  received  without 
challenge  by  posterity.  Some  Procopios,  some  phi- 
losophical slave,  starving  in  a  garret,  aspires  to  write 
the  life  of  an  Emperor  whom  he  durst  not  approach ; 
and  although  the  principal  merit  of  his  production 
bcL  that  it  contams  particulars  upon  the  subject 
which  no  man  durst  nave  promuIiE^ated  while  the 
prince  was  living,  yet  no  man  hesitates  to  admit 
such  as  true  when  he  has  passed  from  the  scene." 

"On  that  subject,"  said  Zosimus,  "lean  neither 
aflbrd  your  Imperial  Majesty  relief  or  protection.  If, 
however,  your  memory  is  unjustly  slandered  upon 
earth,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  indifierence  to  your  High- 
ness, who  will  be  then.  I  trust,  enjoying  a  state  of 
beatitude  which  idle  slander  cannot  assail.  ,  The 
only  way,  indeed,  to  avoid  it  while  on  this  side  of 
time,  would  be  to  write  your  Majesty's  own  memoirs 
while  you  are  yet  in  the  body;  so  convinced  am  I 
that  it  is  in  your  power  to  aaaign  legitimate  excuses 
for  those  actions  of  your  life,  which,  without  your 
doing  ao,  would  seem  most  worthy  oi  censure." 

"Change  we  the  subject,"  said  the  Emperor; 
"  and  aince  the  danger  is  imminent,  let  us  take  care 
:  for  the  present,  ano^leave  future  ages  to  judge  for 
,  themaelves.  — what  circumstance  is  it,  reverend 
,  lather,  in  your  opinion,  which  encourages  these  con- 
spirators to  mske  so  audacious  an  appeal  to  the 
popolaoe  and  the  Grecian  soldiers  7" 
.  .'  Certainly/'  answered  the  Patriarch,  "  the  most 
irritating  incident  of  vour  highness's  reign  was  the 
fate  of  Ursel,  who.  suomitiing,  it  is  said,  upon  capi- 
tulation, for  life,  limb,  and  liberty,  was  starved  to 
death  by  your  orders,  in  the  dungeons  of  the  Blac- 
qnemal,  and  whose  courage.  Uberality,  and  other 
popular  virtues,  are  still  fondly  remembered  by  the 
citizens  of  this  metropolis,  and  by  the  soldiers  of  the 
guard,  called  Immortal." 

And  this,"  said  the  Emperor,  fixing  his  eye  upon 
ma  confessor,  "  your  reverence  esteems  actually  the 
most  dangerous  point  of  the  popular  tumult  ?" 

I  cannot  doubt,"  said  the  Patriarch.  "  that  his 
verv  name,  boldly  pronounced,  and  artfiiUv  repeated, 
will  be  the  watchword,  as  has  been  plotted,  of  a  bor- 
nble  tumult" 

"  I  thank  Heaven !"  said  the  Emperor;  "on  that 
particular  I  will  be  on  my  guard.    Good-night  to 
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your  reverence!  and,  beheve  me,  that  all  in  this 
scroll,  to  which  I  have  set  my  hand,  ahall  be  widi 
the  utmoat  fidelity  accomplished.  Be  not,  however, 
over  impatient  in  thia  buainess  ;~8uch  a  ahower  of 
benefits  falling  at  once  upon  the  church,  would  znake 
men  suspicious  that  the  prelates  and  ministers  pro- 
ceeded rather  as  acting  upon  a  bargain  between  the 
Elmperor  and  Patriarch,  than  as  payring  or  receiving 
an  atonement  offered  by  a  ainner  in  excuse  of  his 
crimes.  This  would  be  injurious,  father,  both  to 
yourself  and  me." 

"  All  r^lar  delay,"  said  the  Patriarch,  "  aball  be 
interposed  at  your  highness's  pleasure ;  and  we  shall 
trust  to  you  for  recollection  that  the  bargain,  if  it 
could  be  termed  one.  was  of  your  own  seeking,  and 
that  the  benefit  to  the  church  was  contingent  upon 
the  pardon  and  the  aupport  which  ahe  has  afforded 
to  your  majesty." 

True,"  said  the  Emperoi^-"  most  true— nor  shaU 
I  forget  it  Once  more  adieu,  and  forget  not  what  1 
have  told  thee.  This  is  a  night,  Zosimus,  in  which 
the  Emperor  must  toil  like  a  slave,  if  he  means  not 
to  return  to  the  humble  Alexius  Comnenus,  and  even 
then  there  were  no  resting-place." 

So  saying,  he  took  leave  of  the  Patriarch,  who  waa 
highly  gratified  with  the  advantages  he  had  obtained 
for  the  church,  which  many  of  his  predecessors  had 
struggled  for  in  vain.  He  reaolved,  therefore,  to  sup- 
port the  staggering  Alexius. 

CHAPTER  XXV. 

Heaven  knowi  its  time ;  the  bullet  hu  ila  UtteC, 
Arrow  and  jarelin  each  ita  deitined  parpoie ; 
The  fated  beaitu  of  oature'i  lower  etiain 
HavA  each  their  leparale  tuk.-OU  P!at' 

AesLASTEs,  after  crossing  the  Emperor  in  the  man- 
ner we  have  already  described,  and  after  having 
taken  such  measiures  as  occurred  to  him  to  ensnrs 
the  success  of  the  conspiracy,  returned  to  the  lodge 
of  his  garden,  where  the  lady  of  the  Count  of  Pans 
still  remained,  her  only  companion  being  an  old 
woman  named  VexheUa,  the  wife  of  the  soldier  who 
accompanied  Bertha  to  the  camp  of  the  crusadera ; 
the  kind-hearted  maiden  having  atipulated  that, 
during  her  absence,  her  mistress  was  not  to  be  left 
without  an  attendant,  and  that  attendant  connected 
with  the  Varangian  guard.  He  had,  been  all  dav 
playing  the  part  of  the  ambitious  poUtician,  the  selfish 
lime-server,  the  dark  and  subtle  conspirator;  and 
now  it  seemed,  as  if  to  exhaust  the  catalogue  of  his 
various  parts  m  the  human  drama,  he  chose  to  ex- 
hibit himself  in  the  character  of  the  wily  sophist,  and 
justify,  or  seem  to  justify,  the  arts  by  which  he  had 
risen  to  wealth  ana  enunenoe,  and  hoped  even  now 
to  arise  to  royalty  itselt 

"  Fair  Countess."  he  said.  "  what  occasion  is  there 
for  your  wearing  this  veil  oi  sadness  over  a  counte- 
nance so  lovely  i" 

"  Do  you  suppose  me,"  said  Brenhilda,  "  a  stock,  a 
stone,  or  a  creature  without  the  feeUngs  of  a  sensi- 
tive being,  that  I  should  endure  mortification,  impri- 
aonment,  danger,  and  distress,  without  expressing 
the  natural  feelings  of  humanity  1  Do  you  imagine 
that  to  a  lady  like  me,  as  free  as  the  unreclaimed 
falcon,  you  can  offer  the  insult  of  captivity,  without 
my  being  sensible  to  ihe  disgrace,  or  incensed  against 
the  authors  of  it  1  And  dost  thou  think  that  I  will 
receive  consolation  at  thy  handa— at  thine— one  of 
the  moat  active  artificers  m  this  wdi>  of  treachery  in 
which  I  am  so  basely  entangled  1" 

"Not  entangled  certainly  by  my  meana"— an- 
awered  Agelastes ;  "clap  yow  nands,  call  for  what 
you  wish,  and  the  slave  who  refuaes  instant  obe- 
dience had  better  been  unborn.  Had  I  not,  with 
reference  to  your  safety  and  your  honour,  agreed  for 
a  short  dme  to  be  your  keeper,  that  office  would 
have  been  usurped  by  the  Ciesar,  whose  object  you 
know,  and  may  partlyguess  the  modes  by  which  it 
would  be  pursued,  why  then  dost  thou  childishly 
weep  at  b^g  held  for  a  short  space  in  an  honouia- 
ble  restraint,  which  the  renowned  arma  of  your  hus- 
band will  probably  put  an  end  to  long  ere  to-moirow 
at  noon  7" 

"  Canat  thou  not  oomprshend,"  nid  the  Coimteaa, 
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"  thou  man  of  many  words,  but  of  few  honourable 
thoughts,  that  a  heart  like  mine,  which  has  been 
trained  in  the  fedings  of  reliance  upon  my  own 
worth  and  valour,  must  be  necessarily  aflected  with 
shame  at  being  obliged  to  accept,  even  from  the 
sword  of  a  husband,  that  safety  which  I  would 
gladly  have  owed  only  to  my  own  T 

"Thou  art  misled,  Countess^"  answered  the  phi- 
losopher, "by  thy  pride,  a  failing  predominant  in 
woman.  Thmkest  thou  thei;^.  has  been  no  offensive 
assumption  in  laying  aside  the  character  of  a  mother 
and  a  wife,  and  adopting  that  of  one  of  those  brain- 
sick female  fools,  who,  like  the  bravoes  of  the  other 
sex,  sacrifice  every  thing  that  is  honourable  or  useful 
to  a  frantic  and  insane  affectation  of  courage  1  Be- 
lieve me^  fair  lady,  that  the  true  system  of  virtue 
consists  m  filling  thine  own  place  gracefully  in  so- 
ciety, breeding  up  thy  children,  and  delighting  those 
of  the  other  sex ;  and  any  thmg  beyond  this,  may 
well  render  thee  hateful  or  terrible,  but  can  add  no- 
thing to  thy  amiable  Qualities." 

"Thou  pretendest."  said  the  Countess,  "to  be  a 
philosopher ;  methinks  thou  shouldst  know,  that  the 
fame  which  han^s  its  chapiet  on  the  tomb  of  a  brave 
hero  or  heroine,  is  worth  ail  the  petty  engagements 
in  which  ordinary  persons  spend  the  current  of  their 
time.  One  hour  of  life,  crowded  to  the  full  with  glo- 
rious action,  and  filled  with  noble  risks,  is  worth 
whole  years  of  those  mean  observances  of  pakry 
decorum,  in  which  men  steal  through  existence,  like 
tloggiah  waters  through  a  marsh,  without  either 
honour  or  observation. 

"Daughter."  said  Agelastes,  approaching  nearer 
to  the  lady,  it  is  with  pain  I  see  you  bewildered  in 
errors  which  a  little  calm  reflection  might  remove. 
We  may  flatter  ourselves,  and  human  vanity  usually 
does  so,  that  beings  infinitely  more  powerful  than 
those  belonging  to  mere  humanity,  are  employed 
daily  in  measuring  out  the  good  and  evil  of  this 
world,  the  termination  of  combats,  or  the  fate  of 
empires,  according  to  their  own  ideas  of  what  is 
right  or  wrong,  or,  more  properly,  according  to  what 
wo  ourselves  conceive  to  be  sucli.  The  Greek  hea- 
thens, renowned  for  their  wisdom,  and  glorious  for 
their  actions,  explained  to  men  of  ordinary  minds 
the  supposed  existence  of  Jupiter  and  his  Pantheon, 
where  various  deities  presided  over  various  virtues 
and  vices,  and  regulated  the  temporal  fortune  and 
future  happiness  of  such  as  practised  ihcm.  The 
more  learned  and  wise  of  the  ancients  rejected  such 
the  vulgar  interpretation,  and  wisely,  althou?h  affect- 
ing a  deference  to  theipublic  faith,  denied  before  their 
disciples  in  private,  the  gross  fallacies  of  Tartarus 
and  Olympus,  the  vain  doctrines  concerning  the  gods 
themselves,  and  the  extravagant  expectations  which 
the  vulgar  entertained  of  an  immortality,  supposed 
to  be  possessed  by  creattires  who  were  in  every 
respect  mortal,  both  in  the  conformarjon  of  their 
bodies,  and  in  the  internal  belief  of  tii&ir  souls.  Of 
these  wise  and  good  men  some  granted  the  existence 
c(  the  supposed  deities,  but  denied  that  they  cared 
about  the  actions  of  mankind  any  more  than  those 
of  the  inferior  animals.  A  merry,  jovial,  careless  life, 
such  as  the  followers  of  Epicurus  would  choose  for 
themselves,  was  what  they  assigned  for  those  gods 
whose  being  they  admitted.  Others,  more  bofa  or 
more  consistent,  entirely  denied  the  existence  of  dei- 
fies who  apparently  had  no  proper  object  or  purpose. 
and  believed  that  such  of  them,  whoso  being  and 
attributes  were  proved  to  us  by  no  supernatural  ap- 
pearances, had  in  reality  no  existence  whatever." 

"Stop,  wretch!"  said  the  Countess,  "and  know 
that  thou  speakest  not  to  one  of  thoso  blinded  hea- 
thens of  whose  abominable  doctrines  yon  are  detail- 
ing the  result.  Know,  that  if  an  erring,  I  am  never- 
theless a  sincere  daughter  of  the  church,  and  this 
cross  displayed  on  my  shoulder,  is  a  sufficient  em- 
blem of  the  vows  I  have  undertaken  in  its  cause.  Be 
therefore  wary,  as  thou  art  wily ;  for,  believe  me,  if 
tbou  acoffest  or  utterest  reproach  against  my  holy 
religion,  what  I  am  unable  to  answer  in  language,  I 
will  reply  to,  without  hesitation,  with  the  point  of 
my  dagxer." 

^  To  that  argument,"  said  Aflelaates,  drawing  bock 


from  the  neighbourhood  of  Brenhikb,    

fair  lady,  I  am  very  unwilling  to  urge  your  ge&tla- 
ness.  But  although  I  aball  not  ventore  to  aay  asy 
thing  of  those  superior  and  benevolent  POw«f»  V> 
whom  you  ascribe  the  management  of  the  wond, 
you  will  surely  not  take  offence  at  my  noticmg  ihoae 
base  superstitions  which  have  been  adopted  mjexpla- 
nation  of  what  is  called  by  the  Magi,  the  Evil  Pnno- 

Ele.  Was  there  ever  received  into  a  human  ^oed,  i 
eing  so  mean— aimoet  so  ridiculousT-M  the  Cfane- 
tian  Satan  1  A  goatish  figure  and  limba,  with  gi^ 
tesque  features,  formed  to  express  the  moat  exeoans 
pa8sk>ns ;  a  degree  of  power  scarce  inferior  to  that  rf 
the  Deity ;  and  a  talent  at  the  same  nme  acveecqasl 
to  that  of  the  stupidest  of  the  lowest  onto !,  What  a 
he,  this  being,  who  is  at  least  the  second  aibitv  of  iht 
human  race,  aavo an  immortal  Wit,  with  tbeocttr 
spleen  and  spite  of  a  vindwtive  old  man  or  old  ««- 

roan?"  .      ,  •     •_-       _*  ^u:. 

Agelastes  made  a  smgular  pause  m  this  ran  of  to 
discourse.  A  mirror  of  considerable  nxe  hmig  id  ifec 
apartment,  so  that  the  phiioaopher  could  ««  m  ai 
reflection  the  figure  of  BrenhUda.  and  rematfc  m 
change  of  her  countenanM^  thoi»fa  she  had  avg« 
her  face  from  him  in  hatred  of  the  doctnnea  wti^ 
he  promulgated.  On  this  glass  the  philosppho'  fase 
his  eves  naturally  fixed,  and  he  was  opnfoomScd  5 
perceiving  a  figure  glide  from  behind  theabadawd 
a  curtain,  and  glare  at  him  with  the  aimposed  pss 
and  expression  of  the  Satan  of  monkish  lOTthoiaiff. 
or  a  satyr  of  the  heathen  age. 

"  Man  !"  said  Brenhilda,  whose  attention  w«a:- 
tracted  by  this  extraordinary  appantion,  as  it  Mmr 
of  tlie  fiend,  "  have  thy  wx:ked  words,  and  still  mm 
wicked  thoughts,  brought  the  devil  amongst  as  j  I: 
so,  dismiss  Wm  instantly,  else,  by  Oi»  Lady  of  the 
Broken  Lances !  thou  ahalt  know  better  than  r 
present  what  is  the  temper  of  a  FVaokish  maiiea. 
when  in  presence  of  the  fiend  himself^  and  those  arte 
pretend  skill  to  raise  him  !  I  wish  not  to  e&ter  Bto  t 
contest  unless  compelled ;  but  if  I  am  obliged  to  jo» 
battle  with  an  enemy  so  horrible,  belieTe  me,  Docse 
shall  say  that  Brenhilda  feared  him. ' 

Agelastes,  after  looking  with  suri>me  and  bonw 
at  the  figure  as  reflected  in  ifte  fdasa,  turned  bs& 
his  head  to  examine  the  auhatanoe,  of  which  tfasR' 
flection  was  so  strange.  The  object,  however,  bt 
disappeared  behind  the  curtain,  under  which  it  p?^ 
bably  lay  hid,  and  it  was  after  a  minute  or  two  ikr 
the  half-gibing,  half-scowhn|?  coontenance  dwjs* 
itself  again  in  the  same  position  in  the  mirror. 

"  By  the  gods !"  said  Agelastes— 

"In  whom  but  now,"  said  the  Countess,  "yoafw- 
fessed  unbeHef " 


"  By  the  go<ls !"  repeated  Agelastes.,  in  put 

ing  himself  "  it  is  Sylvan  1  that  singuisr  mocksiT  a 
humanity,  who  waa  said  to  have  been  broqght  frc 
Taprobana.  I  warrant  he  also  beheves  in  us  >.^' 
god  Pan,  or  the  veteran  Sylvanns.  He  is  to  the  sa 
initiated  a  creature  whose  appearance  is  full  of  rc- 
rors,  but  he  shrinks  before  the  philosopher  likt  0:xr 
ranee  before  knowledge."  So  saying  be  with  a» 
hand  pulled  down  the  curtain,  under  which  the  sft- 
mal  had  nestled  itself  when  it  entered  60m  the  fr- 
dcn- window  of  the  pa\ilion.  and  with  the  odMc.  e 
which  he  had  a  staff  uplifted,  threatened  to  chasor 
the  creature,  with  the  words —  How  now,  SjKaacs! 
what  insolence  is  this?— To  your  place  f ' 

As,  in  uttering  these  words,  he  struck  the  *"'^*' 
the  blow  unluclulv  lighted  upon  his  wounded  ' 
and  recalled  its  bitter  smart.  The  wild 
the  creature  returned,  taisnbdued  for  the  mom 
any  awe  of  man ;  uttering  a  fierce,  and,  at  the  .^i. 
time,  stifled  cry,  it  flew  on  the  philosopher,  as*. 
cla<;ped  its  strong  and  sinewy  arms  about  his  thra> 
with  the  utmost -fury.  The  old  man  twisted  uc 
stni^led  to  deliver  himself  from  the  creatuie^a  gnm 
but  m  vaui.  Sylvan  kept  hold  of  his  prize,  couij,ifjBn' 
his  sinewy  arms,  and  abode  by  bis  poipose  of  aof 
quitting  his  hold  of  the  philosopher's  throst  cnti  tr 
had  breathed  his  last  Two  more  bitter  yelh^  sreocs 
panied  each  with  a  ddsperate  contortion  of  the  ooas 
teoance,  and  squeeze  of  the  hands,  coododed  x  )tm 
than  five  minutes,  the  dreadfal  strife. 
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AKelastes  lay  dead  upon  the  sroand,  and  liis  aasas- 
Mil  Sylvan,  springing  from  toe  body  as  if  terrified 
and  alarmed  at  what  be  had  done,  made  his  escape 
by  the  window.  The  Countess  stood  in  astonish- 
ment, not  knowing  exactly  whether  she  had  wit- 
nessed a  supernatural  display  of  the  judgment  of 
Heaven,  or  an  instance  of  its  vengeance  by  mere 
mortal  means.  Her  new  attendant  vcxhelia  was  no 
less  astonished,  though  her  acquaintance  with  the 
animal  w^as  considerably  more  intimate. 

**Lady,"  she  said,  *'that  gigantic  creature  is  an 
animal  of  great  strength,  resembling  mankind,  in 
form,  but  huge  in  its  size,  and,  encouraged  by  its  im- 
mense poorer,  sometimes  malevolent  in  its  intercourse 
with  mortals,  I  have  heard  the  Varangians  often 
talk  of  it  as  belonging  to  the  Imperial  museum.  It 
29  fittine  "we  remove  the  body  of  this  unhappy  man, 
and  hide  it  in  a  plot  of  shrubbery  in  the  garden.  It  is 
not  likely  that  he  will  be  missed  to-night,  and  to- 
morrow there  will  l>e  other  matter  astir,  which  w^ill 
probably  prevent  much  inquiry  about  him."  The 
Countess  Brenhilda  assented,  for  she  was  not  one  of 
those  timorous  females  to  whom  the  countenances 
of  the  dead  are  objects  of  terror. 

Trusdns  to  the  parole  which  she  had  given,  Age- 
lastes  had  permitted  the  Countess  and  her  attendant 
the  freedom  of  his  gardens,  of  that  part  at  least  ad- 
jacent to  the  pavilion.  They  therefore  were  in  little 
risk  of  interruption  as  they  Sore  forth  the  dead  body 
between  them,  and  without  much  trouble  disposed 
of  it  in  the  thicKest  part  of  one  of  the  bosquets  with 
which  the  garden  was  studded. 

As  they  returned  to  their  place  of  abo^D  or  confine- 
ment, the  Countess,  half  speaking  to  herself,  half 
addressing  Yexhelia,  said.  "I  am  sorry  for  this ;  not 
that  the  infamous  wretch  did  not  deserve  the  full 
punishment  of  Heaven  coming  upon  him  in  the  very 
moment  of  blasphemy  and  infidelity,  but  because 
the  courage  and  truth  of  the  unfortunate  Brenhilda 
may  be  brought  into  suspicion,  as  his  slaughter  took 
place  when  he  was  alone  with  her  and  her  attendant, 
and  as  no  one  was  witness  of  the  ein^Iar  manner 
in  which  the  old  blasphemer  met  his  end— Thou 
knowest,*'  she  added,  addressing  herself  to  Heaven 
— "  thou  1  blessed  Lady  of  the  Broken  Lances,  the 
protectress  both  of  Brenhilda  and  her  husband,  well 
knowest,  tliat  whatever  faults  may  be  mine,  I  am 
free  from  the  slightest  suspicion  of  treachery ;  and 
into  thy  hands  I  put  my  cause,  with  a  perfect  reli- 
ance upon  thy  wisdom  and  bounty  to  bear  evidence 
in  my  iavour.  \  So  saying,  they  returned  to  the  lodse 
unseen,  and  with  pious  and  submissive  prayers,  the 
Countess  closed  <hat  eventful  evening. 


CHAPTER  XXVL 

Will  you  hear  of  a  Spanich  lady, 

How  tha  wooed  an  Eortiihman  7 
OarmAntt  fay,  as  much  ai  mar  be, 
Deckad  wiili  jewefi  «ba  had  on. 
Of  a  comply  oottncaoance  and  crace  waa  the, 
And  by  birth  and  parentafe  of  hirh  dogree.— Oltf  BaUad, 

Wb  left  Alexius  Comnenus  after  he  bad  unloaded 
bis  conscience  in  the  ears  of  the  Patriarch,  and  re- 
ceived from  him  a  faithful  assurance  of  the  pardon 
and  patronage  of  the  national  church.  He  took 
leave  of  the  digiiitary  with  some  exulting  exclama- 
tions, so  unsxplicitly  expressed,  however^  that  it  was 
by  no  means  easy  to  conceive  the  meanmg  of  what 
be  said.  His  first  inquirv,  when  he  reached  the 
Blacquemal,  being  for  his  daughter,  be  was  directed 
to  the  room  encrusted  with  beautifully  carved  mar- 
ble^ from  which  she  herself,  and  manv  of  her  race, 
denved  the  proud  appellation  of  PorpkyrogenitOy  or 
bora  in  the  purple.  Her  countenance  was  clouded 
with  anxiety,  which,  at  the  sight  of  her  father,  broke 
out  into  open  and  uncontrollable  grief. 

"  Daughter,''  said  the  Kmperor,  with  a  harshness 
Utile  common  to  his  manner,  and  a  seriousness 
which  he  sternly  maintained,  mstead  of  sympathi- 
zing with  his  daughter's  affliction,  "as  you  would 
nrevent  the  silly  fool  with  whom  vou  are  connected, 
horn  displaying  himself  to  the  puolio  both  as  an  un- 
grateful monster  and  t  traitor,  yon  will  not  fail  to 


exhort  him,  by  due  submission,  to  make  his  petition 
for  pardon,  accompanied  with  a  fiill  confession  of 
his  crimes,  or,  by  my  sceptre  and  my  crown,  he 
shall  die  the  death !  Nor  will  I  pardon  any  who 
rushes  upon  his  doom  in  an  open  toneofdenanccL 
under  such  a  standard  of  rebellion  as  my  ungrateful 
son-in-law  has  hoisted." 

"  What  can  you  require  of  me,  father?"  sakl  the 
Princess.  "Can  you  expect  that  I  am  to  dip  my 
own  hands  in  the  olood  of  this  unfortunate  man :  or 
wilt  thou  seek  a  revenge  yet  more  bloody  than  that 
which  was  exacted  by  the  deities  of  antiauity,  ufran 
those  criminals  who  ofiended  against  their  divine 
power?'* 

"Think  not  so,  mv  daughter,"  said  the  Emperor; 
"  but  rather  believe  that  thou  hast  the  last  opportunity 
afibrded  by  my  filial  afiection,  of  rescuing,  perhaps 
from  death,  that  silly  fool  thy  husband,  who  has  so 
richly  deserved  it." 

"  My  father/'  said  the  Princess,  **  God  knows  it  is 
not  at  your  nsk  that  I  would  wish  to  purchase  the 
life  of  Niccphorus :  but  he  has  been  the  father  of  my 
children,  thougrh  they  are  now  no  more,  and  women 
cannot  forget  that  such  a  tie  has  existed,  even  though 
it  has  been  broken  by  fate.  Permit  me  only  to  hope 
that  the  unfortunate  culprit  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  retrieving  his  errors  ^  nor  shall  it,  believe  me, 
he  my  fault,  if  he  resumes  those  practices,  treasona- 
ble at  once,  and  unnatural,  by  whicl»  his  life  is  at 
present  endangered." 

"  Follow  me,  then,  daughter,"  said  the  Emperor, 
*'  and  know,  that  to  thee  alone  I  am  about  to  intrust 
a  secret,  upon  which  the  safety  of  mv  life  and  crown, 
as  well  as  the  pardon  of  my  son-in-law's  life,  will  be^ 
found  eventually  to  depend." 

He  then  assumed  in  haste  the  garment  of  a  slave 
of  the  Seraglio,  and  commanded  his  daughter  to  ar> 
range  her  dress  in  a  more  succinct  form,  and  to  take 
in  her  hand  a  lighted  lamp.  . 

"Whither  are  we  going,  my  father?"  said  Anna 
Comnena. 

"It  matters  not,"  replied  her  father,  "since  my 
destiny  calls  me,  and  since  thine  ordains  thee  to  be 
my  torch-bearer.  Believe  it,  and  record  it,  if  thou 
darest,  in  thy  book,  that  Alexms  Comnenus  does  not, 
without  alarm,  descend  into  tliose  awful  dungeons 
which  his  predecessors  built  for  men,  even  when  his 
intentions  are  innocent  and  free  from  harm.  Be 
silent,  and  should  we  meet  any  inhabitant  of  those 
inferior  regions,  speak  not  a  word,  Rjr  make  any  ob- 
servation upon  his  appearance." 

Passing  through  the  intricate  apartments  of  the 
palsee,  they  now  came  to  that  laiKe  hall  through 
which  Hereward  had  passed  on  the  first  night  of  ms 
introduction  to  the  place  of  Anna's  recitation,  called 
the  Temple  of  the  Muses.  It  was  constructed,  as  we 
have  said,  of  black  marble,  dimly  illuminated.  At 
the  imper  end  of  the  apartment  was  a  small  altar,  on 
which  was  laid  aome  incense,  while  over  the  smoke 
was  suspended,  as  if  projecting  from  the  wall,  two 
imitations  of  human  hands  and  arms,  which  were 
but  imperfectly  seen. 

At  the  bottom  of  this  hall,  a  small  iron  door  led  to 
a  narrow  and  winding  staircase,  resembling  a  draw- 
well  in  shape  and  size,  the  steps  of  which  were  exces* 
sively  steep,  and  which  the  Emperor,  after  a  solemn 
gesture  to  his  daughter  commanding  her  attendance, 
began  to  descend  with  the  imperfect  light,  and  by 
the  narrow  and  difficult  steps  by  which  those  who 
visited  the  under  redone  of  the  Blacqueraal  seemed 
to  bid  adieu  to  the  light  of  day.  Door  after  door  they 
passed  in  their  descent,  leading,  it  was  probable,  to 
different  ranges  of  dungeons,  from  which  was  ob- 
scurely heard  the  stifled  voice  of  groans  and  sighs, 
such  as  attracted  Hcreward's  attention  on  a  former 
occasion.  The  Emperor  took  no  notice  of  these 
signs  of  human  misery,  and  three  stories,  or  ranges 
of  dungeons,  had  been  already  passed,  ere  the  father 
and  daughter  arrived  at  the  lowest  story  of  the  build- 
ing, the  base  of  which  was  the  solid  rock,  roughly 
carved,  upon  which  were  erected  the  side- walls  and 
arches  of  solid  but  unpolished  marble. 

"  Here,"  sakl  Alexius  Comnenus,  "  all  hope,  all 
expectation  takes  farewell,  at  the  turn  of  a  binges  or 
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UiF  fiiaiinit  of  Ik  lock.    Yd  aixnli  nal  ihis  be  always  a  woman  or  n  child  wiih  one  ihal  acaiccly  pteHP 

the  caae— the  dead  sball  rcvivu  and  resume  their  the  floor!— la  ii  my  deaih  Ihei  yau  brmel— Bebt\' 

ngfat,  and  the  dieinborilnl  of  ihi-sp  regkinB  sball  tne,  tliai  1  bave  lived  Ions  enoufth  in  ihric  dimgeonn 

aRain  [orter  iheir  rluiin  10  inhabil  tbf  upper  world.  10  bid  mv  doom  welcome/' 

Ifl  cniinol  cntrval  Heaven  to  my  nuisianov  be  at-  "  I1  is  not  iliy  deth,  noble  UnoL"  said  the  Empt- 

Kured,  my  doDRliIrr,  that  rather  than  be  the  poor  rar,  in  a  voice  aoniewhal  diaguiaed.    "  Life,  bbert[. 

animal  uliidi  1  have  aluoped  to  be  ihouohl,  and  whatever  the  worldhua  loBive,iaplacc(I  by  iberis- 

Kven  lu  be  painted  b  thy  hiatoo',  1  would  sooner  peior  Akuus  at  the  feet  01  his  iioblu  eiicniy,  and  Ik 

brave  evFiy  dani^  of  thn  multitude  which  now  erect  Iruela  that  many  yearaoJ'  happiiiraa  and  power,  ia- 

thcmn-'lTDS  bilKui  ms  and  aalnty.    Nuthinii  is  n-  fKlhiiuiih  iheromniand  otulatBC  share  uTtbeeia 

ftilvulaaTc  that  1  trill  live  and  div  an  ICmpcrot;and  pire,  will Hxm  oliliicralt  the  recollection  uf  the  dun 

ihou,  AnuH,  be  aitsunil,  that  if  there  ia  [hiwer  in  tliu  seonitof  llic  Blurquetnnl." 

beauty  or  m  the  talcnli>,<>f  wliich  so  much  haa  been  "II  cannot  be,"  naiil  UretL  with  a  biKli.  "He  upun 

bonsicd,  that  |>owcr  ahall  he  tliif  tveninx  eierdscJ  whose  eyeaibe  sun  line  set  oven  at  niddle  day.  cili 

to  tlie  advantage  of  thy  parent,  from  whom  it  is  have  nothing'  left  [0  lioijc  fruui  ibe  most  advan- 

denved."  luionua  chaiiBeof  cire.unisti        " " 

What  ia  it  thai  you  ntenn,,  Impetial  Oither  1—       "  You  arc  nut  entirely  1 

cd  lowordeyouia  truly  iqvuurauie  aDajjiwiHi.  wiui 

1  nm  hope  you  will  be  rewarded  by  findiiut  that  lliert  it 

nold  anako  uiiieh  had  w>  nearly  stung  me  10  Oealli.  an  cOiin,  and  try  whetiier  your  ai'Cii  are  not  acniibli! 

No,  daughter,  I  have  nrorided  lur  theo  a  fiilin);  hus-  of  ihe  lisht  of  thp  lim[>." 

band,  in  one  who  ia  able  to  maintain  end  drlnid  the  ''Do  with  me."  raiil  Ursel,   "aecordins  tc 

ruhtaof  ilic  Emperor  thy  raihcr;— and  beware  how  pleaHore j    I  have  ndlher  alrcnBlh  to  reman: 

tbou  opiioacal  nn  ubstarlc  to  what  ia  my  plea* ore  I  nur  (he  lorce  of  mind  tqual  to  make  me  aet  yourcni- 

forbcholil  iheee  walla  of  marble,  ihou(;li  UDpoliahcd,  eltyal  defiance.    Of  sometlitng  like  light  I  am  hdh- 

and  recollect  it  ie  ai  ponaiblc  to  die  wnhin  the  mar-  ble ;  but  whether  il  is  renliiy  or  illusion,  I  onnoi 

blens  to  he  bom  ihrre,"  determine.    If  you  are  eonir  to  detivet  niefrumtbu 

The  Princess  Anna  Coninena  vnis  ftiBhimed  al  tivinft  aeiiiilclire.  I  pray  God  to  requite  you  1  aoil  i. 

aeeing  her  father  in  n  tiatc  of  inind  cniircly  diflirenl  under  Niich  lieceitful  pretence,  you  mean  lu  lait  my 

ftom  any  which  she  hod  before  wilucsaed.   "O,  Hen-  lile,  I  eon  onlycommvnd  tiiy  aoul  to  Heaven,  and  ibi 

*en !  that  my  moilier  were  hen- 1"  she  '.jseulatcd,  in  vciigi'ance  due  to  my  ileaih  to  Him  wbo  csn  beholil 

the  terror  ofsniiU'lhinitahe  hardly  knew  what.  the  dnrkesi  places  in  which  injustice  can  ihrood 

"Anno,"  raid  the  Kmpeior,  "your  frata  and  your  iiself " 

tereams  are  alike  in  vain.    I  am  one  of  those,  who,  So  eayin=,  and  the  rcMilaion  of  his  spinis  rtnder- 

on  ordinary  orcDsiunii  hnrrily  nourish  a  wish  of  my  ini;bim  unable  10  Kive  almost  iny  other  signs  of ciiai' 

own,  and  account  myarlf  obliged  10  those  who,  like  ence,  Ursel  sunk  back  upon  his  seat  of  captivity,  ami 

my  wifoand  danRhler,  take  core  10  save  me  nil  the  spoke  not  another  word  during  ihe  time  thai  Alti- 

troublc  of  free  judgnieni.     But  when  tlic  vessel  is  ius  disenibarrassed  him  of  those  chains  which  had» 

among.  Ihe  breakera,  and  the  muster  is  called  to  the  loni!  buna  about  him,  tlmi  they  olmoat  seemed  10 

helm,  Mlieve  thai  no  menncr  hand  shall  be  per.  mnkpn  part  of  hi.i  person. , 

milled  to  interfere  with  him,  nor  will  the  wife  and  "This  13  an  aflair  in  which  thy  aid  can  aeatoe  it 

dauRhter,  whom  he  indulceil   in  prosperiiy,  be  al-  suirirk'nL  Anna,"  said  the  F.mperoti  "il  would  bin 

lowed  to  thwirl  his  will  while  ho  can  vet  call  it  his  been  well  if  you  and  I  could  have  borne  him  inloibc 

own.    Thou  couldsl  scarcely  fail  to  understand  that  open  air  by  our  joint  strentiih,  for  there  ia  Uttlc  wit 

t  was  almost  prepared  10  have  (dven  thee  ns  a  nisrk  dom  in  showinf*  the  secrets  of  (his  prison-tiouae  a 

of  my  sincerity,  to  yonder  oliscun)  Varangian,  with-  those  to  whom  ihey  are  not  vet  known  ;   ntveitbe- 

ont  asking  quceiion  of  either  birth  or  lilood.    Thou  less,  go,  my  c]M,  and  at  a  short  disianre  60m  ttu 

uinysl  hear  when  I  next  promise  thee  10  a  threiT  head  of  the  siatrcase  which  we  defended,  thou  hiI^ 

years' inbibiiant  of  these  vaults,  who  shall  be Ctcinr  find  Kdward,  ihe  bold  snd  trusty  VsrHngisn.  who  oD 

in  Briennius'e  stead,  if  I  can  move  hint  lu  accept  a  your  communicating  lo  him  my   orders,  wDI  coi» 

princess  for  his  bride,  and  an  impeiiid  crown  for  his  hithir  nntt  render  his  asaiitsnce  inad  see  that )« 

inheritance,  in  place  of  n  starving  diiiigeon."  semi  nlwi  the  piperiencfd  Iccfli.  flouban." 

"I  irembleal  your  words,  father,"  said  AnnaCom-  Terrified,  half-siiilnl,  and  lialf-stnick  with  borrat, 

nana;  "how cnnsl  thou  trust  a  man  who  has  felt  itielsdy  yfl  fclta  de.gree  ofrrlicf  from  thesomewliii 

thy  cruelty  T— How  ennsi  thou  dream  that  auahl  milder  tone  in  which  her  blhor  addressed  her.  Witk 

conevcr  in  sincenty  reconcile  rhec  to  one  whom  thou  tottering  steps,  yet  in  some  measure  encoungtd  br 

hast  deprived  of  his  eyesight  V  ihe  icnor  of  her  instruelionsi  she  aseended  the  slar- 

"Cnre  not  for  I  hat,"  said  Ak'iiusi  "he  becomes  cose  which  yawned  upon  these  infernal  dungrona.- 

mine,  or  he  shall  never  know  what  it  is  to  be  n^sin  As  she  apnroaehed  the  top.  a  Isrce  and  strong  figuR 

hia  own. — And  thou,  girl,  innyst  rest  assured,  that,  if  threw  its  brund  i-lEiidDw  beivreen  the  lamp  and  ih 

I  wilit,  thou  art  nut  day  the  bride  of  my  present  opening  of  ihe  hni).    FntihieiW  nearly  10  desih  U 

, 1. : .1 nunnery,  iheihoi,.                                                         iiiil  wtelcb 

-'   there-  like  Hi                                                            :  upon  die 

, , T ,  —id  hope  Princes'-         ■  .  ii.i.  n  ;i  :i  -;  .    ...i-;.].  i-.i  the  melin- 

iiui  thai  thy  utmost  endeavours  can  avrri  the  cur-  choly  u[iLiiir[    ^Miirii    Iki  uiua  uaiJ  iiiaud    bebie 

rent  of  ihy  desiiny,"  her,  she  '■ouid  uoi  but  think  thai  the  bandsoiue  and 

As  he  concluded  this  singular  dialogue,  in  which  he  gallant  Varangian,  whf  had  already  rescued  the  royil 

had  assumed  s  lane  In  which  his  daualitet  was  a  family  finm  such  immntant  daniarj  waa  a  filter  ps- 

stranger.  and  before  which  she  liemhled,  he  passed  son  wiih  whom  la  unite  hma^  if  aiia  mn  nrtdi 

on  through  more  than  one  strictly  faauned  door,  make  a  second  choicb  than  lbs  (Uijnlarua  dbas* 

while  his  dnughler.  with  a  falterins  step,  illuminaud  ingbeing  whom  her  aibsr'iMUCTliM  rak^D^ 

him  on  the  obscure  road.    At  lenglh  he  found  admit-  theboliom  of  the  BlaowtniU  duiaeoBaL 

lance  by  another  pssuge  into  the  cell  in  which  Ursel  I  will  not  say  of  poor  Anns  CoBDsna,  who  woai 

WM  confined,  arid  found  him  reeNning  in  hopeless  timid  but  not  nn  unfeeling  woman,  thai  ahe  would 

missry,— all  those  expectations  having  nided  from  his  have  embraced  auch  a  propotal.  ba4  not  the  life  al 

heart  wfaddi  the  Count  of  Paiia  had  (^  his  indomita-  her  present  husband,  Nicepnorus  BnenaaH  been  la 

Mb  Kalluitiy  bra  time  excited.    Helomedhiaaighl-  extreme  danger ;  andil  was  otiTBiif  the  JgtsnMBS; 

urn  net  towanta  the  place  where  he  heard  the  mor-  lion  of  the  Emperor,  that  if  he  ««Kd  Um.  il  iteald 

Uofbolta  nd  the  approach  oTsteps.  be  on  the  sole  condnion  of  lutlooane  bis  uagbw'i 

AaMrbui]ni"beBaiii,  "in  my  imprisonmsnt—  hand,  and  binding  her  to  someoueofMlarMa^iM 

k  BIB  WON  with  a  heavy  asd  detenumsd  Biep,  and  poaaessed  of  a  grsaisr  dswre  to  prove  an  amtitmm 
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son-in-law.     Neither  did  theolan  of  adopting  the 
Virangian,  as  a  second  husband,  enter  decidedly  into 
the  raind  of  the  Princess.     The  present  was  a  mo- 
ment of  danger,  in  which  her  rescue  to  be  successful 
must  be  sudden,  and  perhaps,  if  once  achieved,  the 
Itdy  might  have  had  an  opportmiity  of  freeing  herself 
botti  from  Urseland  the  Varangian,  without  disjoin- 
ing either  of  them  from  her  fatiier's  assistance,  or  of 
herself  losing  it.     At  any  rate,  the  surest  nieuiis  of 
ntety  were  to  secure,  it  possible,  the  youn;^  soldier, 
whose  features  and  appearance  wore  of  a  kind  which 
rendered  the  task  no  way  disagreeable  to  a  beautiful 
woman.    The  schemes  of  conaucst  are  so  natural  to 
the  fair  sex,  and  the  whole  idea  passed  so  quickly 
through  Arina  Comncna's  mind,  that  having  first 
entered  while  the  soldier's  shadow  was  interposed 
between  her  and  the  lamp,  it  had  fully  occupied  her 
quick  imagination,  when,  with  deep  reverence  and 
great  surprise  at  her  sudden  appearance  on  the  lad- 
der of  Acheron,   the  Varangian  advancing,  knelt 
down,  and  lent  his  arm  to  the  assistance  of  the  fair 
lady,  m  order  to  help  her  out  of  the  dreary  staircase. 
Dearest  Hereward,"  said  the  ladv,  with  a  degree 
of  intimacy  which  seemed  unusual,     how  much  do  I 
rejoice,   in  this  dreadful  nisht,  to  have  fallen  un- 
der your  protection !  I  have  oeen  in  places  which  the 
9int  of  hell  appears  to  have  contrived  for  the  human 
race."    The  alarm  of  the  Princess,  the  familiarity  of 
a  beautiful  woman,  who,  while  in  mortal  fear,  seeks 
refuise,  like  a  frightened  dove,  in  the  bosom  of  the 
strong  and  the  brave,  must  be  the  excuse  of  Anna 
Comnena  for  the  tender  epithet  with  which   she 
greeted  Hereward ;  nor,  if  he  had  chosen  to  answer 
m  the  same  tone,  which,  faithful  as  ho  was,  might 
have  proved  the  case  if  the  meeting  had  chanced 
before  he  saw  Bertha,  would  the  daugnter  of  Alexius 
have  been,  to  say  the  truth,  irreconcilably  offended. 
Exhausted  as  she  was,  she  suffered  herself  to  repose 
upon  the  broad  breast  and  shoulder  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  ;  nor  did  she  make  an  attempt  to  recover  her- 
self, although  the  decorum  of  her  sex  and  station 
seemed  to  recommend  such  an  exertion.    Hereward 
was  obliged  himself  to  ask  her,  with  the  unimnas- 
aioned  and  reverential  demeanour  of  a  private  soldier 
to  a  Princess,  whether  he  ought  to  summon  her 
female  attendants?    to  which  she  faintly  uttered  a 
negative.    "No,  no"— said  she,  "I  have  a  duty  to 
execute  for  my  father,  and  I  must  not  summon  eye- 
nitnesscs ;— he  knows  me  to  be  in  safety,  Hereward, 
since  he  knows  I  am  with  thee;  and  ii  1  am  a  bur- 
den to  you  in  my  present  state  of  weakness,  I  shall 
soon  recover,  if  you  will  set  mc  down  upon  the  mar- 
ble steps." 

*'  Heaven  forbid,  lady,"  said  Hereward,  "  that  I 
were  thus  neglectful  of  your  Highnesses  gracious 
hMlth !  I  aee  your  two  young  ladies,  Astarteand  Vio- 
lante,  are  in  quest  of  you— permit  me  to  summon 
/them  hither,  and  I  will  Keep  watch  upon  you  if  you 
ire  unable  to  retire  to  your  chamber,  where,  meihinks, 
the  present  disorder  of  your  nerves  will  be  most  per- 
fectly treated." 

"Do  as  thou  wilt,  barbarian,"  said  the  Princess, 
rallying  herselfl  with  a  certain  degree  of  pique,  arising 
perhaps  from  her  not  thinking  more  dramatis  perao- 
me  were  appropriate  to  the  scene^  than  the  two  who 
were  already  upon  the  stage.  Then,  as  if  for  the 
first  time,  appearing  to  recollect  the  mcftsage  with 
which  she  had  been  commissioned,  she  exhorted  the 
Varangian  to  repair  instantly  to  her  father. 

On  such  occasions,  the  slightpst  circumstances 
have  their  eflect  on  the  actors.  The  Anglo-Saxon 
was  sensible  that  the  Princess  was  somewhat  of- 
fended, though  whether  she  was  so,  on  account  of 
ha  being  actually  in  Hcreward's  arms,  or  whether 
the  cause  of  her  anger  was  the  being  nearly  discovered 
there  by  the  two  young  maidens,  the  fiontinel  did  not 
presume  to  guess,  but  departed  for  the  gloomy  vaults 
to  join  Alexius,  with  the  never-failing  double-edged 
axe,  the  bane  of  many  a  Turk,  glittering  upon  nis 
shoulder. 
Astartc  and  her  companion  had  been  despatched 

S'  the  Empress  Irene  in  search  of  Anna  Comnena, 
rough  those  apartments  of  the  palace  which  she 
was  wont  to  inhabit.    The  daughter  of  Alexius  could 


nowhere  be  found,  although  the  business  on  wnich 
they  were  seeking  her  was  described  by  the  Empress 
as  of  the  most  pressing  nature.  Nothing,  however, 
in  a  palace,  passes  altogether  unespied,  so  that  the 
Empress's  messengers  at  length  received  informa- 
tion that  their  mistress  and  the  Emperor  had  been 
seen  to  descend  that  gloomy  access  to  the  dungeons, 
which,  by  allusion  to  the  classical  infernal  regions, 
was  termed  the  Pit  of  Acheron.  They  came  thither, 
accordingly,  and  wo  have  related  the  conseouonces. 
Hereward  tnought  it  necessary  to  say,  that  ner  Im- 

Eerial  Highness  had  swooned  upon  being  suddenly 
rought  into  tlie  upper  air.  The  Princess,  on  the 
other  part,  briskly  sliook  off  her  juvenile  attendants, 
and  declaretl  herself  ready  to  proceed  to  the  chamber 
of  her  mother.  The  obeisance  which  she  made 
Hereward  at  parting,  had  something  in  it  of  haugh- 
tiness, yet  evidently  qualified  by  a  look  of  fnendshm 
and  regard.  As  she  passed  an  apartnrient  in  which 
some  of  the  royal  slaves  were  in  waiting,  she  ad- 
dressed to  one  of  them,  an  old  respectable  man,  of 
medical  skill,  a  private  and  hurried  order,  desmng 
him  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  her  father,  whom  he 
would  End  at  the  bottom  of  the  staircase  called  the 
Pit  of  Acheron,  and  to  take  his  cimeter  along  with 
him.  To  hear,  as  usual,  was  to  obey,  and  Dojuban. 
for  that  was  his  name,  only  replied  by  that  signifl- 
cant  sign  which  indicates  immediate  acquiescence. 
In  the  mean  time,  Anna  Comnena  herself  hastened 
onward  to  her  mother's  apartmenu,  in  which  ahe 
found  the  Empress  alone.  ..      .  ,  , 

"  Go  hence,  maidens,"  said  Irene,  and  do  not  let 
any  one  have  access  to  these  apartments,  even  if  too 
Emperor  himself  should  command  it  Shut  the 
door,"  she  said,  "Anna  Comnena;  and  rf  the  jea- 
lousy of  the  stronger  sex  do  not  allow  us  the  mascu- 
line privilege  of  bolts  and  bar^  to  secure  the  insidea 
of  our  apartments,  let  us  avail  ourselves,  as  quickly 
as  may  be,  of  such  opportunities  as  are  permitted  ua ; 
and  remember.  Princess,  that  however  implicit  your 
duty  to  your  father,  it  is  yet  more  so  to  me,  who  am 
with  the  same  sex  with  thyself,  and  may  truly  call 
thee,  even  according  to  the  fetter,  blood  of  my  blood, 
and  bone  of  my  bone.— Be  assured  thy  father  knovra 
not  at  this  moment  the  feelings  of  a  woinaru  Neither 
he  nor  any  man  alive  can  justly  conceive  the  pangs  of 
the  heart  which  l)oats  under  a  woman's  robe.  Theie 
men,  Anna,  would  tear  asunder  without  scruple  the 
tendercst  ties  of  affection,  the  whole  structure  of  do- 
mestic felicity,  in  which  lie  a  woman's  csres,  her  joy, 
her  pain,  her  love,  and  her  despair.  Trust,  therefora^ 
to  me,  my  daughter !  and  believe  me,  I  viiU  at  once 
save  thy  father's  crown  and  thy  happiness.  The 
conduct  of  thy  husband  has  been  v^Tons,  most  cni- 
elly  wrong:  l»ut,  Anna,  he  is  a  man— and  in  calling 
him  such,  I  lay  to  his  charge,  as  natural  frailties, 
thoughtless  treachery,  wanton  infidelity,  every  spe- 
cies of  folly  and  inconsistency,  to  which  his  race  ia 
subject.  \  ou  ought  not,  therefore,  to  think  of  hit 
faults,  unless  it  be  to  forgive  them." 

"Madam,"  said  Anna  Comnena,  "forgive  me  if  I 
remind  you  that  you  recommend  to  a  princess,  bom 
in  the  purple  itself,  a  line  of  conduct  which  would 
hardly  become  the  female  who  carries  the  pitcher  for 
the  needful  supply  of  water  to  the  village  well.  All 
whp  are  around  me  have  been  taught  to  pay  me  the 
obeisance  due  to  my  binh,  and  while  this  Nicephonia 
Briennius  crept  on  his  knees  to  your  daughter's  hand, 
which  you  extended  towards  him,  he  was  rather  re- 
ceiving the  yoke  of  a  mistress  than  accepting  a  house- 
hold alliance  with  a  wife.  He  has  incurred  nis  doom, 
without  a  touch  even  of  that  temptation  which  majr 
be  pled  by  lesser  culprits  in  his  condition  ;  and  if  itia 
the  will  of  my  father  that  he  should  die,  or  snflbr 
banishment,  or  imprisonment,  for  the  crime  he  haa 
committed,  it  is  not  the  business  of  Anna  Comnena 
to  interfere,  she  being  the  most  injured  among  the 
imperial  family,  who  have  in  so  many,  and  such 

gross  respects,  the  right  to  complain  of  his  falae- 
ood." 


"  Daughter,"  replied  the  Empress,  "  so  far  I  agree 
with  you,  that  the  treason  ot  Nicephorus  towards 
your  father  and  myself  has  been  in  a  great  degree 
unpardonable ;  nor  do  I  easily  see  on  what  footing. 
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MTe  that  of  generosity,  hit  life  could  be  saved.  Bat 
■tiU  yoa  are  yourself  in  different  circumstances  from 
me,  and  may,  as  an  affectionate  and  fond  wife,  com- 
pare the  intimacies  of  your  former  habits  with  the 
bloody  change  which  is  so  soon  to  be  the  conse- 
quence and  the  conclusion  of  his  crimes.  He  is  pos- 
sessed of  that  person  and  of  tliose  features  which 
women  most  readily  recall  to  their  memory,  whether 
alive  or  dead.  Think  what  it  will  cost  you  to  recol- 
lect that  the  rugged  executioner  received  his  last 
salute,— that  the  shapely  neck  had  no  better  repose 
than  the  rough  block— that  the  tongue,  the  sound  of 
which  you  used  to  prefer  to  the  choicest  instruments 
of  music,  is  silent  in  the  diist !" 

Anna,  who  was  not  insensible  to  the  personal 
^  aces  of  her  husband,  was  much  aflected  by  this 
brcible  appeal.  "  Why  distress  me  thus,  moiner  7" 
ahe  replied  in  a  weeping  accent.  "  Did  I  not  feel  as 
acutely  as  you  would  nave  me  to  do,  this  moment, 
however  awful,  would  be  easily  borne.  I  bad  but 
to  think  #f  him  as  he  is,  to  contrast  his  personal 
quaUties  with  those  of  the  mind,  by  which  they  are 
more  than  overbalanced,  and  resign  myself  to  his 
deserved  fate  with  unresisting  submission  to  my 
father's  will'' 

"  And  that,"  said  the  Empress,  **  would  be  to  bind 
thee,  by  his  sole  fiat,  to  some  obscure  wretch,  whose 
habits  of  plotting  and  intriguing  bad,  by  some  miser- 
able chance,  given  him  the  opportunity  of  becoming 
of  importance  to  the  Emperor,  and  who  is  therefore 
to  be  rewarded  by  the  hand  of  Anna  Comnena." 

"  Do-  not  thina  so  meanly  of  me,  madam,"  ssid 
the  Prinoesa~"I  know,  as  well  as  ever  Grecian 
maiden  did,  how  I  should  free  myself  &om  dishonour ; 
and,  you  may  trust  me,  you  shall  never  blush  for 
your  daughter." 

"  Tell  me  not  that,"  said  the  Empress,  *'  since  I 
ahall  blush  aUke  for  the  relentless  cruelty  which  gives 
IIP  a  once  beloved  husband  to  an  ignominious  death, 
and  for  the  passion,  for  which  I  want  a  name,  which 
would  replace  him  hy  an  obscure  barbarian  from  the 
aitremity  of  Thule,  or  some  wretch  escaped  from  the 
Blaoquemal  dungeons." 

The  Princess  was  astonished  to  perceive  that  her 
mother  ^as  acquainted  with  the  xmrposes,  even  the 
most  privates  which  her  father  bad  formed  for  his 
governance  during  this  emergency.  She  was  igno- 
rant that  Alexius  and  his  royal  consort,  in  other  res- 
pects hving  together  with  a  decency  ever  exemplary 
m  people  pT  their  rank,  had  sometimes,  on  interest- 
ing occasions,  family  debates,  in  which  the  husband, 
provoked  by  the  seeming  unbelief  of  his  partner,  was 
tempted  to  let  her  guess  more  of  his  real  purposes 
than  he  would  have  oooUy  imparted  of  his  own  calm 
choice. 

The  Princess  was  affected  at  the  anticipation  of 
the  death  of  her  husband,  nor  could  this  have  been 
reasonably  supposed  to  be  otherwise ;  but  she  was 
•rill  more  hurt  and  afironted  by  her  mother  taking 
it  for  granted  that  she  designed  upon  the  instant  to 
replace  the  Cesar  by  an  uncertain,  and  at  all  events 
an  unworthy  successor.  Whatever  considerations 
had  operated  to  make  Hereward  her  choicei  their 
flffiact  was  lost  when  the  match  was  placed  m  this 
odious  and  degrading  point  of  view ;  besides  which 
ia  to  be  remembered,  that  women  almosr  instinct- 
iraly  deny  their  firet  thoughts  in  favour  of  a  suitor, 
•no  seldom  willingly  reveal  them,  unless  time  and 
droumstance  concur  to  fiivour  them.  She  called 
Heaven  therefore  passionately  to  witness,  while  she 
nndled  the  charge. 

^*  Bear  witness,"  she  said,  "  Our  Lady,  Queen  of 
Heaven  1  Bear  witness,  saints  and  martyn  all,  ye 
blessed  ones,  who  are^  more  than  ourselves,  the  guar- 
dians of  our  mental  purity  I  that  I  know  no  passion 
which  I  dare  not  avow,  and  that  if  Nicephoros's  life 
depended  on  my  entreaty  to  GKxl  and  men,  all  his 
injurious  acts  towards  me  disregarded  and  despised, 
h  should  be  as  long  as  Heaven  gave  to  those  servants 
•natched  from  the  earth,  without  sufiering  the  pangs 
oi  mortality  I" 

"Yon  have  sworn  boldly,"  said  the  Empresa. 
"  See,  Anna  Comnena,  that  yoa  keep  your  word,  for 
believe  me  it  will  be  tried." 


"  What  will  be  tried,  mother  r*  said  the  Prioceai; 
"  or  what  have  I  to  do  to  pronounce  the  doom  of  iht 
Cesar,  who  is  not  subiect  to  my  power  1" 

"  I  will  show  you,  said  the  Empress,  gravely : 
and,  leading  her  towards  a  sort  of  wardrobe,  wbca 
formed  a  closet  in  the  wall,  she  withdrew  a  cortaia 
which  hung  before  it,  and  placed  before  her  her  ca 
fortunate  husband.  Nicephorus  Briennius,half-attized, 
vtrith  his  sword  drawn  in  his  hand.  Looking  npoo 
him  as  an  enemy,  and  conscious  of  some  schemes 
with  respect  to  him  which  had  passed  throuf^  bar 
mind  in  the  course  of  these  troubles^  the  PrmocBi 
screamed  faintly,  upon  perceiving  him  so  near  her 
with  a  weapon  in  his  hand. 

"  Be  more  composed,"  said  the  Empresi,  **  or  thii 
wretched  man,  if  discovered,  falls  no  less  a  victiniii 
thy  idle  fears  than  to  thy  baneful  revenge." 

Nicephorus  at  this  ppeech  seemed  to  have  adoptei 
his  cue,  for,  dropping  the  point  of  his  sword,  and  fifl- 
ing  on  hi8  kneea  before  the  Prinoeaa,  he  elaaped  Isi 
hands  to  entreat  for  mercy. 

"  What  bast  thou  to  ask  from  me  V  said  his  wb, 
naturally  assured,  by  her  husband's  proetration,  dai 
the  stronger  force  was  upon  her  own  side—'*  Wkat 
hast  thou  to  ask  from  me,  that  outraged  gratitnk 
betraved  affection,  the  most  solemn  vows  violated 
and  the  fondest  ties  of  nature  torn  asunder  like  the 
spidePs  broken  web,  will  permit  thee  to  put  in  wank 
for  very  shame  1" 

"Do  not  suppose,  Anna"  replied  the  soppbaat. 
"  that  I  am  at  this  eventful  period  of  my  life  to  plar 
the  hypocrite,  for  the  purpose  of  savine  the  wretched 
remnant  of  a  dishonoured  existence.  I  am  but  de«- 
ous  to  part  in  charity  with  thc&  to  roake  my  pesoi 
with  Heaven,  and  to  nourish  the  last  hopeof  makisg 
my  way,  though  burdenod  with  many  crimesi,  to  thoai 
regions  in  which  alone  I  can  find  tfaV  beauty,  ihy  tal- 
ents, equslled  at  least,  if  not  excelled." 

"  You  hear  him,  daughter?'  said  Irene;  *' hisboes 
is  for  forgiveness  alone ;  thy  condition  is  the  omr 
godlike,  since  thou  mayst  unite  the  safrty  of  hisofe 
with  the  pardon  of  his  oflences." 

"Thou  art  deceived,  mother,"  anawcred  Aana 
"  It  is  not  mine  to  psroon  his  guilt,  far  less  to  reosi 
his  punishment.  1  ou  have  taught  me  to  think  tf 
myself  as  fiiture  ages  shall  know  me ;  what  wfll  thif 
say  of  me,  those  future  ages,  when  I  am  deacribeoii 
the  unfeebng  daughter,  who  pardoned  the  intendei 
assassin  of  her  father,  because  she  saw  in  him  acr 
own  unfaithful  husband  7" 

"  See  there,"  said  the  Cesar,  "  is  not  that,  moet 
serene  Empress,  the  very  point  of  despair  7  and  haw 
I  not  in  vain  offered  my  life-blood  to  wipe  oat  ike 
stain  of  parricide  and  ingratitude  7  Ha^  I  not  alee 
vindicated  myself  from  the  most  nnpardonaUe  psn 
of  the  accusation,  which  charged  me  with  atienp^ 
ing  the  murder  of  the  godlike  Emperor  7  Hai«  1 
not  sworn  by  sll  thst  wss  sacred  to  man,  that  or 
purpose  went  no  farther  than  to  sequestrate  Alciae 
for  a  little  time  from  the  fatisues  of  empire,  and  plsei 
him  where  he  should  quietly  enjov  eaae  and  tin- 
quUlity ;  while,  st  the  same  time,  nis  empire  shodi 
be  as  implicitly  regulated  by  himseli;  his  •acredpha- 
sure  being  transmitted  through  me.  as  in  any  respse^ 
or  at  any  period,  it  had  ever  been  T* 

"  Erring  man !"  said  the  Princess,  "  bast  dM 
approached  so  near  to  the  footstool  of  Alexius  Gee' 
nenus,  and  durat  thou  form  so  false  an  estimate  • 
him,  as  to  conceive  it  possible  that  he  would  censeg 
to  be  a  mere  puppet  by  whose  intervcntjonjou  mat 
have  brought  his  empire  to  submission  7  Know  test 
the  blood  of  Comnenos  is  not  so  poor;  nff""* 
would  have  resisted  the  treason  in  arfns  ;  and  by  tbi 
desth  of  thy  benefactor  only  cooldst  thou  hsve  jna- 
fied  the  suggestions  of  th v  criminal  ambition.'' 

"  Be  such  your  belief,"^  said  the  Cesar ;  ^  I  nn 
said  enough  for  a  life  which  is  not  and  ooaiit  not » 
be  dear  to  me.  Call  your  guards,  and  let  them  tike 
the  life  of  the  unfortunate  Briennios,  since  it  htf  be- 
come hateful  to  his  once  beloved  Anna  Comaeaa 
Be  not  afivid  that  any  resistance  of  mine  shall  rnv 
the  scene  of  my  apprehension  dubious  or  fatal,  3y» 
phorus  Briennius  is  Cesar  no  longer,  and  he  tfcg 
throws  at  the  feet  of  his  Prioosaa  and  -Mosa  lae 
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only  poor  mftans  which  he  lias  of  resisting  the  just 
doom  which  is  therefore  at  her  pleasure  to  pass." 

He  cast  his  sword  before  (he  foct  of  the  Princess, 
while  Irene  exclaimed,  weeping,  or  seemin;^  to  weep 
hitlerlvj  "  I  have  indeefl  rend  of  such  scenes ;  but 
could  I  ever  have  th  -.ui^ht  that  my  own  dauprhter 
'vould  have  been  tiic  principal  nctrcss  in  one  of  them 
—could  I  ever  have  thought  that  her  mind,  admired 
by  every  one  aa  a  palace  for  the  occupation  of  Apollo 
and  tlic  Musics,  should  not  have  had  room  enough 
for  the  humbler,  but  more  amiable  virtue  of  feminine 
charity  and  compassion,  which  builds  itself  a  nest  in 
the  bosom  of  the  lowest  village  girl '?  Do  thy  gift.?, 
ucc<:}mplishment9,  and  taleiiti*,  spread  hardness  as 
well  as  polijih  over  thy  heart  I  If  so,  a  hundred  times 
beiter  renounce  them  all,  and  retain  in  their  sterni 
those  fi^entlc  and  domestic  virtues  which  are  the  first 
honours  of  the  female  heart.  A  woman  who  is  piti- 
less, is  a  wors*  monster  than  one  who  is  unsexed  by 
an?  other  passion." 

Wiiat  would  you  have  me  do  ?"  said  Anna ;  "  you, 
mother,  ought  to  know  b  ;ifur  than  I,  that  fiie  life  of 
Mjy  fatii:r  i**  h.inlly  coni-isi-ni  with  the  L'xistt'nce  of 
»h!'4  bold  and  cru'^.'l  man.  O,  I  am  suro  lie  siiil  medi- 
tsc^s  hiM  purpo:*..*  of  conspirac/  !  He  that  could 
deceive  a  woman  in  the  mnnner  he  has  done  me, 
will  not  reliniuish  a  phn  which  is  founded  upon  the 
death  of  his  benefactor." 

"You  do  me  injustice,  Anna,"  said  Rrienniiis, 
starting  up,  and  ininrinting  a  kiss  upon  her  lips  ere 
she  was  aware.  "By  this  cares:*,  the  ^ast  that  will 
pass  between  Us,  I  swear,  that  if  in  my  hfe  I  have 
yielded  to  folly,  I  have,  notwithstanding,  never  been 
guilty  of  a  treason  of  the  heart  towards  a  woman  as 
superior  to  the  rest  of  the  female  world  in  talents 
and  accomplishmenid,  as  in  personal  beauty." 

The  Princess,  much  softened,  shook  her  head,  as 
she  replied— "Ah,  IS'icephorus!— such  were  once 
rour  words!  such,  perhaps,  were  then  your  thoughts! 
but  who,  or  what,  shall  now  warrant  to  me  the 
veracity  nf cither?' 

"Those  very  accomplishments,  and  that  very 
beauty  itself,"  replied  IS'icephorus. 

"And  if  more  is  wantinfj."  said  Irene,  "  thy  mo- 
ther will  enter  her  security  tor  him.    Deem  her  not 
an  insufficient  pledge  in  this  af!*air;  she  is  thy  mo- 
ther, and  the  wife  of  Alexiu.s  Comnenus,  interested 
boyond  all  human  behigs  in  the  growth  and  increase 
of  the  power  and  dignity  of  her  husband  and  her 
child  ;  and  one  who  .sees  on  thi:*  occasion  an  oppor-  i 
tuiiity  for  exercising  generosity,  for  soldering  up  the  ! 
breaches  of  the  Imperial  house,  and  rcconsiructinf;  ■ 
the  frame  of  government  upon  a  basis,  which,  if 
there  b-i  fait'.i  :ind  gratirud?  in  nr.i.'i,  .shall  never  be 
again  ex!>osed  ti>  h.i/anl." 

To  the  reahfy  of  that  f.iith  an-l  gnititud.-,  then," 
sakl  the  Princess,  "we  must  trust  implicitiv,  as  it  is 
•,0'iT  will,  mother;  althou'.;h  evi  n  my  own  know- 
ledge of  the  suhjc't,  boih  througli  study  and  expe- 
rience of  the  world,  has  called  luc  to  observe  the 
rashness  of  such  confideneo.  But  although  we  two 
may  forgive  Nicephorua's  crrorn,  the  Emperor  is 
itdl  the  person  to  whom  th'j  final  reference  must  be 
bad,  both  as  to  uardon  and  favour." 

."Penr  not  Alexius,"  answerctl  her  mother;  "he 
will  speak  deter mim-dly  and  decidedly;  but,  if  he 
acts  not  in  the  very  moment  of  forming  the  re.'«olu- 
lion,  it  is  no  more  to  1h.>  reliiil  on  than  an  icicle  in 
time  of  thflw.  Do  tliou  apprize  in?,  if  thou  canst, 
what  the  Emperor  is  at  present  doing,  and  take  my 
word  I  will  find  means  to  bring  him  round  to  our 
opinion." 

"Must  I  thcfl  betray  secrets  which  my  father  has 
intrusted  to  me 7"  said  the  Princess;  "and  to  ono 
who  has  so  lately  held  the  character  of  his  avowed 
eneniy." 

"Call  it  not  betray,"  said  Irene,  "sin^e  it  is  writ- 
ten, thou  shalt  betray  no  one,  least  of  all  thy  father, 
■nu  the  father  of  the  empire.  Vet  again  it  is  written 
tiy  the  holy  Luke,  that  men  shall  be  bciravcd,  l>oth 
[*y  parents'  and  brelliren,  and  kinsfolk,  and  frsends, 
ind  therefore  burely  also  by  daughters;  by  v.hich  1 
miy  niean  thou  shalt  discover  to  us  thy  lather's 
Hcreti,  w  far  as  may  enable  us  to  save  the  life  of 


!  thy  husband.  The  necc5*iiy  of  the  case  excuses  whot- 
!  ever  may  be  otherwise  considered  as  irregular." 
I  "  Be  it  so  then,  mother.  Having  yielded  my  con- 
!  sent,  perhaps  too  easily,  to  snatch  this  mnlefactoi 
I  from  my  father's  justice,  I  am  sensible  I  must  secure 
his  safety  by  such  means  as  are  in  my  power.  I  lefl 
my  father  at  the  bottom  of  those  stairs  called  the  Pit 
I  of  Acheron,  in  the  cell  of  a  bUnd  man,  to  whom  be 
;  gave  the  name  of  Ursel." 

i  "Holy  Mary!"  exclaimed  the  Empress,  "thou 
'  hast  named  a  name  which  has  been  long  unspoken 
!  in  the  open  air." 

"  Has  the  Emperor's  sense  of  his  danger  from  the 
\  living,'*  said  the  Ca-sar.  "induced  him  to  invoke  the 
dead  ?— for  Ursel  has  oetn  no  hving  man  for  the 
space  of  three  years." 

"It  matters  not,"  sakl  Anna  Comnena;  "I  tell 
you  true.  iVIy  father  even  now  held  conference  with 
a  miserable-looking  prisoner  whom  he  so  named." 

"It  is  a  danger  the  more,"  c'aitl  the  Cwsar:  "he 
cannot  have  forgot t:n  the  zeal  witii  which  I  eni- 
braced  the  cause  of  the  present  F'mperor  against  his 
own ;  and  so  soon  as  he  is  at  libtTly,  he  will  study 
to  avenge  it.  For  this  wi;  must  endeavour  to  make 
some  provision,  though  it  increases  our  difficulties. — 
Sit  down  then,  my  gentle,  my  beneficent  mother;— 
and  thou,  my  wife,  who  hast  preferred  thy  love  for 
an  unworthv  husband  to  the  suggestions  of  jealous 
passion  amf  of  headlong  revenge,  sit  down,  and  let 
us  see  in  what  manner  it  may  be  in  our  power,  con- 
aistcntly  with  your  duty  to  the  Emperor,  to  bring  our 
broken  vessel  securely  into  port." 

He  employed  much  natural  grace  of  manner  in 
handing  the  mother  and  daughter  to  their  seats; 
and,  taking  his  place  confidentially  between  them, 
all  were  soon  engaged  in  concerting  what  measures 
should  be  taken  for  the  morrow,  not  forgetting  such 
as  should  at  once  have  the  effect  of  preserving  the 
Cssar's  life,  and  at  the  same  time  of  securing  the 
Grecian  empire  against  the  conspiracy  of  which  he 
had  been  the  chief  instigator.  Bnenniiis  ventured  to 
hint,  that  perhaps  the  iwat  way  would  be  to  sufo 
the  conspiracy  to  proceed  as  originally  intended, 
pledging  his  own  faith  that  the  rights  of  Alexius 
should  be  held  inviolate  during  the  struggle ;  but  his 
influence  over  the  Empress  and  her  daughter  did 
not  extend  to  obtaining  so  great  a  trust.  They 
plainly  protested  against  permitting  him  to  leave  the 
palace,  or  taking  the  least  share  in  the  confusion 
which  to-morrow  was  certain  to  witness. 

"  You  forget,  noble  ladies,"  said  the  Ca?sar,  "  that 
my  honour  is  concerned  in  meeting  the  Count  of 
Paris." 

"Pshaw!  tell  me  not  of  your  honour,  Briennius," 
said  Anna  Gkjinnena;  "do  I  not  well  know,  that 
although  the  honour  of  the  western  knights  bo  a 
species  of  Moloch,  a  flesh -<levouring,  blooa-nuafiinic 
demon,  yet  that  that  which  is  the  god  of  idolatry  to 
the  cistern  warriors,  though  equally  loud  and  noisy 
in  the  hall,  is  far  less  implacable  in  the  fifld  7  Be- 
lieve not  that  I  have  forgiven  great  injuries  and 
insults,  in  order  to  take  such  false  coin  as  honour  in 
payment.  Your  ingenuity  is  but  poor,  if  you  cannot 
devise  sjine  excuse  whicn  will  satisfy  the  Greeks; 
and  in  good  sooth,  Briennius,  to  this  battle  you  go 
not,  whether  for  your  good  or  for  your  ill.  Believe 
not  that  I  will  consent  to  your  meeting  either  Count 
or  Countess,  whether  in  warlike  combat  or  amorous 
parley.  So  you  may  at  a  word  count  upon  remain- 
ing prii^oner  here  until  the  hour  appointed  for  such 
gross  folly  be  past  and  over." 

The  Caesar,  perhaps,  was  not  in  his  heart  angry 
that  his  wife's  pleasure  was  so  bluntly  and  resolutely 
exprcs.<^l  against  the  intended  combat.  "  If,"  said 
he,  "  y-Mi  are  determiiK-d  to  take  my  honour  into 
your  own  keciiing,  I  am  hen*  for  the  present  your 
prisonri,  nor  nave  I  the  means  of  interfering  with 
your  pK-asure.  VVhm  once  at  hlKTty,  the  free  exercise 
of  niy  valour  and  my  lance  is  once  moP'  my  own." 

"  lie  it  eo.  Sir  Paladin,"  said  the  Princess,  very 
composedly.  "  I  have  f^ood  hope  that  neither  of 
theiii  will  involve  you  with  any  of  yon  dsre-deviln 
of  Paris,  whether  male  or  female,  and  that  ^kh  will 
regulate  the  pitch  to  which  your  courage  soars,  by  tlie 


100 


TALES  OF  MY  LANDLORD. 


[Chap.  XXVH. 


Mtiiiiation  of  Oreek  pbiloMphy,  and  the  judgment 
of  our  blessed  Lady  of  Mercy,  not  ber  of  the  Broken 
Lances." 

At  this  moment,  an  authoritative  knock  at  the 
door  alarmed  the  consultation  of  the  Caesar  and  the 
ladies. 


CHAPTER  XXVn. 


KIMAmc*. 


PhftkUiL    Be  eomforted,  food  madajn  :  tlw . 
You  «•,  it  curad  ia  him :  and  ft  it  is  diuigar 
To  make  him  •wa  o'er  the  lime  he  hu  loit. 
Deitre  him  to  go  in :  trouble  him  no  moie, 
Tiil  furUier  Mltlinr-ITto^  Lear. 

Wb  left  the  Emperor  Alexius  Comnenus  at  the 
bottom  of  a  subterranean  vault,  ^ith  a  lamp  expir- 
ing, and  having  charge  of  a  prisoner,  who  seemed 
himself  nearly  reduoecTto  the  same  extremity.  For 
the  first  two  or  three  moments,  he  listened  after  his 
daufthter's  retiring  footsteps.  He  grew  impatient, 
and  began  to  long  for  her  return  before  it  was  possi- 
ble she  could  have  traversed  the  path  betwixt  him 
and  the  summit  of  these  gloomy  stairs.  A  minute  or 
two  he  endured  with  patience  the  absence  of  the 
assistance  which  he  had  sent  her  to  summon;  but 
strange  suspicions  began  to  cross  his  imagination. 
Could  it  be  possible  7  Had  she  changed  her  purpose 
on  account  of  the  hard  words  whioi  he  had  used 
towards  her  7  Had  she  resolved  to  leave  her  father 
to  his  fate  in  his  hour  of  utmost  need?  and  was  he 
to  rely  no  longer  upon  the  assistance  which  he  had 
implored  her  to  send  1 

The  short  time  which  the  Princess  trifled  awav 
in  a  sort  of  gallantry  with  the  Varangian  Herewara, 
wss  mafmined  tenfold  by  the  impatience  of  the  Em- 
peror, who  began  to  think  that  she  was  gone  to  fetch 
the  accomplices  of  the  Caesar  to  assault  their  prince 
m  his  defenceless  condition,  and  carry  into  effect  their 
half-disconcerted  conspiracy. 

After  a  considerable  time,  filled  up  with  this  feel- 
ing of  agonizing  uncertainty,  he  began  at  length, 
more  composedly,  to  recollect  the  little  chance  there 
was  that  the  Princess  would,  even  for  her  own  sake, 
resentful  as  she  was  in  the  highest  degree  of  her  hus- 
band's ill  behaviour,  join  her  resources  to  his,  to 
the  destruction  of  one  who  had  so  generally  show- 
ed himself  an  indulgent  and  a&cdonate  father. 
When  he  had  adopted  this  better  mood,  a  step  was 
beard  upon  the  staircase,  and  after  a  long  and  une- 

gual  descent,  Kereward,  in  his  heavy  armour,  at 
3ngth  coolly  arrived  at  the  bottom  of  the  steps.  Be- 
hind him,  panting  and  trembling,  partly  with  ooM 
and  partly  with  terror,  came  Douban,  the  slave  well 
skilled  in  medicine. 

"  Welcome,  good  Edward !  Welcome,  Douban  1" 
he  said,  "  whose  medical  skill  is  sufficiently  able  to 
counterbalance  the  weight  of  years  which  hang  upon 
him." 

"Your  Highness  is  graciotts,"  said  Douban— but 
what  he  would  have  farther  said  was  cut  off  by  a 
violent  fit  of  coughing,  the  conseouenoe  of  bis  age,  of 
his  fieeble  habit,  of  the  damps  of  the  dungeon,  an^  the 
rugged  exercise  of  descending  the  long  and  difficult 
staircase. 

*'  Thou  art  unsccustomed  to  visit  thy  patients  in 
so  rough  an  abode,"  said  Alexius ;  "  and  neverthe- 
less, to  the  damps  of  these  dreary  regions  state  neces- 
sity obliges  us  to  confine  many,  who  are  no  less  our 
beloved  subjects  in  reaUty  than  they  are  in  title." 

The  medical  man  continued  his  oough,  perhaps  as 
an  apology  for  not  giving  that  answer  of  aseent^  with 
which  his  conscience  dki  not  easily  permit  him  to 
reply  to  an  observation,  which,  though  stated,by  one 
who  should  know  the  fact,  seemed  not  to  be  in  itself 
aitocether  likely. 

"  Yes,  my  Douban,"  said  the  Emperor,  "  in  ibis 
strong  case  of  steel  aiid  adamant  have  we  found  it 
necessary  to  enclose  the  redoubted  Ursel,  whose  fame 
is  spread  through  the  whole  world,  both  for  military 
skill,  pohtical  wisdom,  personal  bravery,  and  other 
noble  gifts,  which  we  nave  been  obliged  to  obscure 
for  a  time,  in  order  that  we  might,  at  the  fittest  con- 
juncture^ which  is  now  arrived,  restore  them  to  the 
world  m  their  full  lustie.    Feel  his  pulse,  therefore, 


Douban—oonsider  him  as  one  who  hath  suffered 
severe  confinement,  irith  all  its  prtvatioos,  and  is 
about  to  be  suddenly  restored  to  the  full  enjoyment 
of  life,  and  whatever  renders  life  valuable.*' 

"  I  will  do  my.  best,"  said  Douban ;  '*bot  yooi 
Msjestv  must  consider,  that  we  work  upon  a  frail 
ana  exnausted  subject,  whose  health  seems  already 
well  nigh  gone,  and  may  perhaps  vaniah  in  an  instant 
—like  this  pale  and  trembling  fight,  whose  precarioiis 
condition  the  liie-breath  of  this  unfortunate  paticBt 
seems  closely  to  resemble." 

"  Desire,  therefore,  good  Douban,  one  or  two  of  the 
mutes  who  serve  in  the  interior,  and  who  have  re- 
peatedly been  thy  sssistants  in  such  cases — or  stay- 
Edward,  thy  motions  will  be  more  speedy;  do  tnoc 
go  for  the  mutes— make  them  bring  some  kmd  of  litis 
to  transport  the  patient ;  and,  Douban,  do  thou  super- 
intend the  whole.  Transport  him  instantly  to  a  sal- 
able apartment,  only  taking  care  that  it  be  secret,  sad 
let  him  enjoy  the  comforts  of  the  bath,  and  wbatew 
else  may  tend  to  restore  his  feeMe  animation — keepm^ 
in  mind,  that  he  must,  if  possible^  ^ppemx  to-monov 
in  the  field." 

"That  will  be  hard,"  said  Douban,  ''aAer  haviw 
been,  it  would  appear,  subjected  to  such  fare  and 
such  usage  as  his  fluctuating  pulse  intimates  but  iss 
plainly." 

"  "Twas  a  mistake  of  the  dungeon-keeper,  the  iabs> 
man  villain,  who  shoold  not  go  yritbout  his  reward.'' 
continued  the  Bmperor,  "bad  not  Heaven  alrcMT 
bestowed  it  by  the  strange  means  of  a  sylvan  maa. 
or  native  of  the  woods,  who  yesterday  put  to  desA 
the  jailer  who  meditated  the  death  of  his  prisoner^ 
Yes,  my  dear  Douban,  a  private  sentinel  of  our  gnarda 
called  the  Immortal,  had  well  ni^  annihilated  thii 
flower  of  our  trust,  whom  for  a  tune  we  were  eoa^ 
pelled  to  immure  in  secret  Then,  indeed^  a  rude 
hammer  had  dashed  topieoes  an  unparalleledbriUiaat. 
but  the  fates  have  arrested  such  a  misfortune." 

The  assistance  having  arrived,  the  physician,  wbo 
seemed  more  accustomed  to  act  than  to  speaik,  dh 
rectod  a  bath  to  be  jprepared  with  medicatol  herba 
and  gave  it  as  his  opuiion,  that  the  patient  sboajjd  ssi 
be  disturbed  till  to-morrow's  sun  vraa  high  in  tkc 
heavens.  Ursel  accordingly  was  assisted  to  the  bsik 
which  was  employed  accordinR  to  the  directioBs  c 
the  physician;  but  without  afiording  any  materia 
aymptoms  of  recovery.  From  thence  he  was  mat' 
terred  to  a  cheerful  bedchamber,  opening  by  an  an^ 
window  to  one  of  the  terraces  of  the  palace,  w\aA 
commanded  an  extensive  prospect,  'nieae  opcrat»» 
were  performed  upon  a  fiame  so  extremely  stcpifid 
by  previous  suffermg,  so  dead  to  the  usoal  wpsitiMW 
of  existence,  that  it  was  not  till  the  sensilNlity  sbooU 
be  gradually  restored,  by  friction  of  the  st^iaiei 
Umbs,  and  other  meana,  that  the  leech  hoped  tk 
mists  of  the  intellect  should  at  length  begin  lo  dear 
away. 

Douban  readily  undertook  to  obey  the  conuMBdi 
of  the  Emperor,  and  remained  by  the  bed  of  the  pa- 
tient until  the  dawn  of  monung,  readv  to  aa^ipeP 
nature  as  fer  as  the  skill  of  leechcraft  aiunitted. 

From  the  mutes,  much  more  acenstomed  to  be  tkc 
executioners  of  the  Emperor's  displeasure  than  sf  hii 
humanity.  Douban  seleeted  one  man  of  milder  mosi 
and  by  Alexiua's  order,  made  him  uodervtand,  thai 
the  task  in  which  he  was  engaged  vras  to  be  ktfn 
most  strictly  secret,  while  the  hardened  slave  w« 
astonished  to  find  that  the  attentiona  paid  to  the  nci 
were  to  be  rendered  with  yet  more  mystery  than  the 
bloody  offices  of  death  Cnd  tortare. 

The  passive  patient  received  the  various  acta  of  at- 
tention which  were  rendered  to  him  m  silenoe;  aad 
if  not  totally  without  oonscioasness,  at  least  withssi 
a  distinct  comprehenaaon  of  theh"  object  Af^er  tbf 
soothing  operation  of  the  bath,  and  the  volnptos* 
exchange  of  the  rode  and  musty  pile  of  straw,  ss 
which  he  had  stretched  himself  lor  yeaia,  for  s  oosek 
of  the  softest  down,  Ursel  was  presented  with  a  seda- 
tive draught,  sUghtly  tinctured  with  an  opnte.  IV 
balmy  restorer  of  nature  came  thus  invoked,  sad  the 
capdve  sunk  into  a  delicious  slumber  long  unkoova 
to  liim,  and  which  seemed  to  occupy  eqaafiylMineB- 
I  tal  faculties  and  his  bodily  frame,  whiw  the  fwtaref 
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were  rcleaaed  from  their  rigid  tenor,  and  the  posture 
of  his  limb&  no  longer  disturbed  by  fits  of  cramp,  and 
sudden  and  agonizing  twists  and  throes,  seemed 
chani^ed  for  a  placid  state  of  the  most  perfect  ease 
and  tranquillity. 

The  morn  was  already  colouring  the  horizon,  and 
ihe  freshness  of  the  breeze  of  dawn  had  insinuated 
itself  into  tlie  lofty  halls  of  the  palace  of  the  Blacqner- 
nel,  when  a  gentle  tap  at  the  door  of  the  chamber 
awakened  Douban,  who.  undisturbcnl  from  the  calm 
state  of  his  patient,  had  indulged  liimself  in  a  brief 
repose.  The  door  opened,  and  a  figure  appeared,  dis- 
guised in  the  robes  worn  uy  an  ofinccr  of  the  palace, 
and  concealed  beneath  un  nriificial  board  of  great 
size,  and  of  a  while  colour,  tho  features  of  the  Empe- 
ror himself.  "  Douban,"  said  Alexius,  "  how  fares  it 
with  thy  patient,  whose  safely  is  this  day  of  such  con- 
sequence to  the  ('irecian  state  ?" 

"  Well,  my  lord,"  replied  the  physician,  "excellently 
well ;  and  if  he  is  not  now  disturbed,  I  will  wouer 
whatever  skill  I  pomes^  that  nature,  assisted  by  tlie 
art  of  the  physician,  will  triumph  over  the  damps  and 
the  unwholesome  air  of  the  impure  dungeon.  Only 
be  prudent,  my  lord,  and  let  not  an  untimely  haste 
hrinfif  this  Ursel  forward  into  the  contest  ere  he  has 
arranged  the  disturbed  current  of  his  ideas,  and  reco- 
vfrcd,  in  some  degree,  the  spring  of  his  mind,  and  the 
powers  of  his  body." 

*'I  will  rule  my  impatience,"  said  the  Emperor,  "or 
rather,  Douban,  I  will  be  ruled  by  thee.  Thinkest 
thou  he  is  awake?" 

"I  am  inclined  to  think  so,"  said  the  leech,  "but 
he  opens  not  his  eyes,  and  seems  to  me  as  if  he  abso- 
lutely resisted  the  natural  impulse  to  rouse  himself 
and  look  around  him." 

"Speak  to  him,"  said  the  Emperor,  "ami  let  us 
know  what  is  passing  in  his  mind." 

"It  is  at  some  risk,"  replied  the  physician,  "but 
vou  .'hall  be  obeyed— Ursel,  he  said,  approaching  the 
bed  of  his  blind  patient ;  and  then,  in  a  louder  tone,  he 
repeated  again,  ^' Ursel!  Ursel!" 

"  Peace— Hush  !"  muttered  the  patient ;  "  disturb 
not  the  blest  in  their  ecstasy— nor  again  recall  the 
niost  miserable  of  mortals  to  finish  the  draught  of 
bitterness  which  his  fate  had  compelled  him  to  com- 
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Again,  again,"  said  the  Emperor,  aside  to  Dou- 
ban, "  try  him  yet  again ;  it  is  of  impprtance  for  nie 
to  know  in  what  degree  he  possesses  nis  senses,  or  in 
what  measure  they  have  disappeared  from  him." 

"  I  would  not,  however,"  said  the  physiciao,  "  be 
the  rash  and  guilty  person,  who.  by  an  ill-timed 
urgency,  should  produce  a  total  alienation  of  mind, 
ana  plunge  him  back  either  into  absolute  lunacy,  or 
produce  a  stupor,  in  which  he  might  remain  tor  a 
lon^  period." 

** Surely  not,"  replied  the  Emperor;  "my  com- 
mands are  those  of  one  Christian  to  another,  nor  do 
I  wish  them  farther  obeyed  than  as  they  are  consist- 
ent with  the  laws  of  God  and  man." 

He  paused  for  a  moment  after  this  declaration,  and 
yet  but  few  mumtes  had  elapsed  ere  he  ai^ain  ui^ed 
the  leech  to  pursue  the  interrogation  of  his  patient. 
"  If  you  hold  me  not  competent,  said  Douban,  fk)me- 1 
what  vain  of  the  trust  neressarily  reposed  in  him,  "to  ' 
iudfte  of  the  treatment  of  my  patient,  your  Imperial 
Highness  must  take  the  risk  and  the  trouble  upon 
yourself." 

"3Iarry,  I  shall,"  said  the  Flmpcror,  "for  the  srfu- 
piee  of  leeches  arc  not  to  be  indulged,  when  the  fate 
of  kingdoms  and  the  lives  of  monarchs  are  placed 
iu^ainst  them  in  the  scales.— Rouse  thee,  my  noble 
Ursel !  hear  a  voice,  with  which  thy  ears  were  once 
well  acquaintf.*d,  welcome  thee  back  to  glory  and 
command!  Look  around  thee,  and  see  how  the 
world  smiles  to  welcome  ihee  bnck  from  imprison- 
ment to  empire !" 

"Cunning  fiend!"  said  Ursel,  "who  usest  the 
most  wilv  baits  in  order  to  augment  the  misery  of  the 
wretched!  Know,  tempter,  that  I  am  conscious  of 
the  whole  trick  of  the  soothing  images  of  last  night— 
thy  baths— thy  beds- and  thv  bowers  of  bliss- But 
sooner  shalt  tnou  be  able  to  ohng  a  smile  upon  the 
choek  of  St.  Anthony  the  Eremite,  than  induce  me 
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to  curl  mine  after  the  fashion  of  earthly  voluptu- 
aries." 

"  Try  it,  foolish  man,"  insisted  the  Emperor,  "  and 
trust  to  the  evidence  of  thy  senses  for  the  reality  of 
the  pleasures  by  which  thou  art  now  surrounded ;  or, 
if  thou  art  obstinate  in  thy  lack  of  faith,  tarry  as  thou 
art  for  a  single  moment,  and  I  will  bring  with  me  a 
being  so  unparalleled  in  her  loveliness,  that  a  sin^e 
glance  of  her  were  worth  the  restoration  of  thine 
cyt  s,  were  it  only  to  look  upon  her  for  a  moment." 
So  saying  he  left  the  apartment. 

"Traitor,"  said  Ursel,  "and  deceiver  of  old,  bring 
no  one  hither!  and  strive  not,  by  shadowy  and 
ideal  forms  of  beauty,  to  increase  the  delusion  that 
cilds  my  prison-house  for  a  moment,  in  order,  doubt- 
less, to  destroy  totally  the  spark  of  reason,  and  then 
exchange  this  earthly  hell  for  a  dungeon  in  the  infer- 
nal regions  themselves." 

"His  mind  is  somewhat  shattered,"  mused  the 
physicion,  "  which  is  often  the  conseaiience  of  a  long 
solitarv  confinement,  I  mar\'cl  much,"  was  his  far- 
ther thought,  "if  the  Emperor  can  shape  out  any 
rationnl  service  which  this  man  can  render  him,  aAer 
b'-ing  so  long  immured  in  so  horrible  a  dungeon. — 
Thou  thinkest,  then,"  continued  he,  addressing  the 
patient,  "that  the  seeming  release  of  last  night,  with 
Its  baths  and  refreshments,  was  only  a  delusive 
dream,  without  onyrcahtyT' 

"  Ay— whni  else  ?"  answered  Ursel. 

"  And  that  the  arousing  thyself^  as  we  desire  thee 
to  do,  would  be  but  resii^ning  to  a  vain  temptation,  in 
order  to  wakf"  to  more  iinhappiness  than  formerly  1" 

"  Even  so,"  relumed  the  patient. 

"What,  then,  are  thy  thoughts  of  the  Emperor  by 
who.*»e  command  thou  sutilirest  so  .severe  a  restraint? 

Perhaps  Doubun  wished  he  hud  forborne  this  ques- 
tion, for,  in  the  very  moment  when  he  put  it,  the 
door  of  the  chamher  openotl,  and  the  Emperor  en- 
tered, with  his  daughter  hanging  upon  his  arm, 
dresseil  with  simplicity,  yet  with  becoming  splen- 
dour. She  had  found  time,  it  seems,  to  change  her 
dress  for  a  white  robt%  which  resemhlt^  a  kind  of 
mourning,  the  chief  ornament  of  which  was  a  dia- 
mond chaplot,  of  inestimable  value,  which  surrounded 
and  bound  the  long  sable  tresses,  that  reached  from 
her  head  to  her  waist.  Terrified  almost  to  death,  she 
had  be^^n  surpri.sed  by  lur  father  in  the  company  of 
her  husband  the  Caesar,  and  her  mother:  and  the 
same  thundering  mandate  had  at  once  ordered  Bri- 
ennius,  in  the  cnaracter  of  a  more  than  suspected 
traitor,  under  the  custody  of  a  strong  gu^rd  of  Va- 
rangians, and  commanded  her  to  attend  her  father  to 
the  bedchamber  of  Ursel,  in  which  she  now  stood ; 
resolved,  however,  that  she  would  stick  by  the  sink- 
ing fortunes  of  her  husband,  even  in  the  last  extre- 
mity, yet  no  less  determined  that  she  w^ould  not  rely 
upon  her  own  entreaties  or  remonstrances,  until  she 
should  see  whether  her  father's  interference  was 
likely  to  reassume  a  resolved  and  positive  character. 
Hastily  as  the  plnns  of  Alexius  had  been  formed,  and 
hastily  ns  thev  had  l>een  disconct-rted  by  accident, 
there  rcmaint.'d  no  t^light  chance  that  he  might  be  - 
fierce  i  to  come  round  to  the  purpose  on  which  his 
wHP.:  and  daughter  had  fixed  their  heart,  the  forgive- 
ne.<"*,  namely,  of  the  guilty  Nicephorus  Bricnnius. 
To  his  n.><tonishment,  and  not  peiiiaps  greatly  to  his 
satisfaciion,  he  hc?»rd  tin*  patient  deeply  engaged 
with  the  pliysician  in  canvassing  his  own  character. 

"Think  not,"  said  Ursel  in  reply  to  him,  "that 
thoiii^h  I  pm  immurtxl  in  this  dungeon,  and  treated  * 
as  somcthinf?  wor.<«e  than  an  outcast  of  humanity— 
and  although  I  am,  moreover,  deprived  of  my  eye- 
sigbt,  the  dearest  gift  of  Heaven— think  not,  I  say, 
though  I  suffer  all  this  by  the  cruel  will  of  Alexius 
Comncnus,  that  therefore  I  hold  him  to  b^  mine 
enemy ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  by  his  means  that  the 
blinded  and  miserable  prisoner  has  been  taught  to 
seek  a  libertv  far  more  unconstrained  than  this  poor 
earth  cnii  afford,  and  a  vision  far  more  cle^r  than  any 
Mount  Pisgah  on  this  wretched  side  of  the  mvecan 
give  us :  Shall  I  therefore  account  the  Emperor 
among  mine  enemies?  He  who  has  taught  me  the 
vanity  of  earthly  things— the  nothingness  of  earthly 
enjoyments— and  the  pure  hope  of  a  better  world,  as 
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a  certain  exchange  for  iIip  misery  of  the  present  ? 

The  Emperor  had  8loo<l  somewhat  (hsconcerted 
at  tlifi  hexinninK  of  this  speech,  but  hearinR  it  so  very 
unexiH^clcdlv  terminate,  as  he  was  wiUirig  to  sup- 
pose, much  in  his  own  favour,  lie  thn'w  himself  into 
an  atjitu<ie  whicli  was  partly  that  of  .1  modest  per- 
son listenm^  to  his  own  praif»es,  and  partly  that  of  a 
man  highly  struck  with  tiic  commendations  hea]>ed 
upon  him  by  ft  cenen>us  adversary. 

"My  friend,  he  said  aloud,  "how  truly  do  you 
read  mv  purpose,  when  you  suppose,  that  the  know- 
iedi;o  which  men  of  your  ilijipojsilion  can  extract 
froiii  evil,  was  all  the  exiH-rience  which  I  wished  you 
to  derive  from  a  captivity  protractwl  by  adverse  cir- 
cumstances, far,  very  far,  fx-yond  my  wisshes!  Let 
mij  embrace  I  he  Rcnerous  iii:in  who  knows  so  well 
how  Id  rnnsinn-  ihe  pur|H»^e  of  a  perplexed,  but  stdl 
faithful  fri-nd." 

The  palient  raised  himself  in  his  Ix-fl. 

"Hold,  there  I"  ho  said,  "m«»ihinks  my  faculties 
l»eiJ:iii  lu  toll»'<'t  thems«'lveH.  Yes."  he  muttered, 
"  iTiat  is  ilii'  treaeherotis  voirv  which  lirsl  bid  nie 
w«-li'ome  as  a  friend,  antl  then  c«)nuiumdcd  fiercely 
that  J  should  be  deprived  of  the  sight  of  my  eyes!— 
Increase  thy  rigour  if  thou  wilt,  C^'omncnus— add,  if 
thou  canst,  to  ihe  tortun;  of  niy  confinement- -but 
since  I  cannot  se«'  thy  hyi)f»critical  and  inhuman  fea- 
lurrs,  Hpare  me.  in  nu'rcy.  the  sound  of  a  voice,  more 
disiressin;;  to  mine  ear  than  toads,  than  s'^rpents  - 
than  whatever  nature  has  most  otlcnsive  and  dis- 
pusiinii!" 

This  spe^'eli  was  delivered  with  so  much  enerjjy. 
that  it  was  in  vain  that  the  Kmpen»r  strove  to  inter- 
rupt its  tenor;  alihouKh  he  hiiiis<-lf,  as  well  as  Don- 
ban  and  his  daughter,  heard  a  ^rcat  deal  more  of  thi; 
lansu.'i^e  of  unadorned  and  natural  passion  than  lie 
had  CDunterl  upon. 

"  Raise  thy  head,  ra.sh  inan,"  he  said,  "  and  charm 
thy  tongue,  ere  it  proceetl  in  a  strain  which  may  cost 
thir  dear.  Look  at  me,  and  see  if  I  have  not  re- 
s*-rvrd  a  reward  capable  of  atoning  for  all  the  o\il 
wliieli  thy  folly  may  charge  10  my  accouiit." 

Hitherio  the  prisoner  had  remained  with  his  eyes 
obsiinatt- ly  shut,  regarding  the  imperf»?cl  recollection 
he  had  of  sights  whi.'h  hatl  been  iKifore  his  eyes  the 
foregoing  evening,  as  the  mere  suggestion  of  a  dc- 
ludf^  imaginatirui.  if  not  actually  presented  by  some 
sctiucing  spirit.  Dut  now  when  his  eyes  tairly  e,n- 
rounier«fd  the  .stately  figure  of  the  F.mperor,  and  the 
iTaceful  form  of  his  lovely  daughter,  painteil  in  the 
lender  ravs  of  the  morning  dawn,  he  eiaculareil 
faintly,  "t  see !— I  wre!"— And  with  that  ejaculation 
fell  back  on  the  pillow  in  a  swoon,  wliirb  instantly 
found  employment  for  Douban  and  his  restoratives. 

"  A  moat  wonderful  cure  indeed  !"  exclaimed  the 
physician  ;  "  and  the  heiiriit  of  my  wishes  would  be 
to  possess  such  another  miraculous  restorative." 

"Fool !"  said  the  Enipcwr:  "canst  thou  not  con- 
ceive that  what  baa  never  rM»en  taken  away  is  re- 
stored with  little  (lifTicully  I  Ho  was  made,"  ho  said, 
lowering  his  voice,  "to  undergo  n  painful  operation, 
which  led  him  to  believe  that  tlip  organs  of  si;;ht 
were  destroyed ;  and  as  light  scarcely  ever  visited 
him,  and  when  it  did,  only  in  doubtful  and  almost  in- 
visible KhinmeringSj  the  prevailing  daricness,  both 
Rhysical  and  mental^  that  surrounded  him, prcventeti 
ini  from  being  sensible  of  the  existeneo  of  that  pre- 
cious faculty  of  which  he  imagined  hirosdf  bereft. 
Perhaps  thou  wilt  ask  my  reason  for  inflicrino  upon 
him  so  strange  a  deceptwn?— Simply  it  was,  that  be- 
ing by  ii  conceived  incapable  of  reigning,  his  mnnory 
might  pass  oot  of  the  minds  of  tne  public,  whHi^  at 
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that  it  is  no  fault  of  mme,  if  Ursel  does  not  reckon 
freedom  and  a  long  course  of  erapir*^ -perhaps  saac 
tioned  by  an  alliance  with  our  own  blood— and  tlw 
continued  enjoyment  of  thr  precious  organs  of  ej-e- 
sighi,  of  which  a  less  M^erupulouK  man  wouki  hav<- 
dei)rive<{  hiin.  against  a  maimed  and  darkened  ev 
istencc." 

"  Since  such  m  voiir  Highness' s  opinion  and  re»- 
lution,"  said  Douban,  *'it  is  for  me  to  aid,  and  notui 
counteract  ii.  Permit  mo,  therefore,  to  pray  your 
Highness  and  tht;  Princess  to  withdraw,  that  I  may 
usojauch  remedies  as  may  confirm  a  mind  which  h*« 
l)cen  so  strangely  i<hakc!i,  and  restore  to  him  fuilv 
the  use  of  ihoHc  eves,  of  which  he  has  been  so  long 
dq>rived.'' 

I  am  content.  Douban,"  said  thr  Emperor;  'but 
take  notice,  rrscl  is  not  totally  at  hb(-rty  until  he  has 
expressed  the  it  solution  to  becoMie  actually  mine,  li 
may  behove  ImmIi  him  and  thee,  to  know,  ihaia'.- 
though  tlure  is  no  purriosi*  of  remitting  him  to  th- 
dimL'cons  of  the  |{laeiiU(-rnal  palace,  yet  if  he,  orariv 
on  his  part,  should  aspire  to  lirad  a  partv  in  the* 
feverish  times,— by  thr  honour  of  a  fffntlenian,  t(» 
swear  a  Frankish  oath,  h*;  shall  find  tnat  he  is  nn' 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  battle-axes  of  my  Varangiati< 
I  trust  lo  thee  to  communicate  this  faef,  which  con- 
CfTiis  alike  hiin  and  all  who  have  interest  m  his  for 
tunes.  -Coiiir, daughter,  we  will  withdraw,  and  leav« 
the  h'cch  with  his  patient.  -Take  notice,  Douban.  v 
is  of  imi>ortance  that  you  acquaint  me  the  very  fir?: 
moment  when  ihi^  patient  can  hold  rational  commu- 
ni«  ation  with  me." 

Alexius  and  his  aecomplishcd  daughter  depar'-^-: 
accordingly. 

CHAPTER  XXV  in. 

Fweot  am  Hip  uwc  of  advercil)'. 

Wliirh.  like  llio  InaH,  iirljr  mid  v^nnmnus, 

Bcani  yet  a  iirrrioui  jewel  in  itfl  head. 

As  Ycu  l.tii  L. 

FuOM  a  terraced  roof  of  the  Blacqnernal  palao. 
accessible  by  a  aash-dfwr,  which  opened  from  tb* 
iK-dchambi-r  of  Ursel,  there  was  commanded  one  of 
the  most  lovely  and  striking  views  which  the  ro- 
mantic neiuhbourhoo<I  of  Constantinople  afllorded. 

After  siincring  him  to  repose  and  rest  hi^  agitattv 
faculties,  it  was  to  this  place  that  the  physician  Icii 
his  patient ;  for  when  somewhat  composed,  tie  had  of 
hiuiself  requested  to  be  permitted  to  verify  the  truth 
of  his  restorctl  eyesight,  by  looking  out  once  more 
upon  the  majestic  face  of  nature. 

On  the  one  hand,  the  si.*ene  which  he  beheld  was  1 
masterpiece  of  human  art.  The  proud  city,  oma- 
mcntetl  with  stately  buildings,  as  became  the  capital 
of  the  world,  sIiowliI  a  succession  of  glittering  spire* 
and  orders  of  architecture,  wme  of  them  chaste  ami 
simple,  like  those  the  capitals  of  which  were  bor- 
rowed from  baskets-full  of  acanthus;  some  deri\ine 
the  fluting  of  their  shaHs  from  the  props  madeoriRin* 
ally  to  support  the  lances  of  thn  earlier  Gret-k:.; 
forms  simple,  yet  more,  graceful  in  tlinr  simplicity, 
than  any  which  human  ingenuity  has  been  able  sior^ 
to  invent.  With  the  most  splendid  specimens  whtcL 
ancient  art  could  aflford  of  those  strictly  classical 
models  were  associated  those  of  a  later  age,  where 
more  modern  taste  had  endeavoured  at  improvement, 
and,  by  mixing  the  various  ordersL  had  produced  surh 
as  were  either  composite,  or  totiuy  out  of  rule.  Thu 
size  of  the  buildings  in  which  they  were  displayed, 
however,  procured  them  respect ;  nor  could  even  the 
most  peitect  judge  of  architectuio  avoid  being  stnirk 
by  the  grandeur  of  their  extent  and  effect,  although 
hurt  by  the  incorrectness  of  the  taste  in  which  they 
were  executed.  Arches  of  triumph,  towera,  obelisks, 
and  spires,  designed  for  variouB  purpoBesL  rose  up  in- 
to the  air  in  confused  magnificence ;  while  the  lower 
view  was  filled  by  the  streets  of  the  city,  the  domes- 
tic habitations  forming  long  nanow  nlWyu,  on  either 
side  of  which  the  houses  arose  to  Tmnona  ind  un- 
equal heights,  bat:  being  generallv  finished  with  ler- 

j- - - ., ,  raced  coverings,  thick  set  with  planta  and  flowen^ 

"I  jamnqt  taHj"  tnawand  tha  Enpaior ;  '*  that  and  fountains,  had,  when  seen  from  an  eminenea,  a 
Bust  bt  m  mtanf  hsU  ilinwiiiln»    AU  I  know,  ia '  more  noble  ond  intenating  aapect  than  ii  enr  if* 


u  I  now  propose  to  do,  his  courafls  and  talents  m 
the  ■ervioe  of  the  empire,  to  ooontarbalance  those  of 
other  oouiiiraiori.'' 

"And  can  your  Imperial  Hi^iness,"  aaid  Douban, 
'*  hope  that  ran  hare  aoiiiirea  this  man's  doty  and 
anctKm  ny  the  oonduct  you  have  obaerred  to  him  T 
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forded  by  the  eloping  and  nniform  roofs  of  etraets  in 
ihe  capitals  of  tM  north  of  Europe. 

It  has  taken  us  some  time  to  give,  in  words,  the 
idea  whieh  was  at  a  single  glance  conveyed  to  Uisei, 
and  affected  him  at  first  with  great  pain.  His  eye- 
balls had  been  long  strangers  to  that  daily  exercise, 
which  teaches  us  the  habit  of  correcting  the  scenes 
as  they  appear  to  our  sight,  by  the  knowledge  which 
we  derive  from  the  use  of  our  other  senses.  His  idea 
of  distance  was  so  confused,  that  it  seemed  as  if  all 
the  spires,  turrets,  and  minarets  which  he  beheld,  were 
crowded  forward  upon  his  eyeballs,  and  almoBt  touch- 
ing them.  With  a  shriek  of  horror,  Ursel  turned 
himself  to  the  further  side,  and  cast  his  eyes  upon  a 
difierent  scene.  Here  also  he  saw  towers,  steeples, 
and  turrets,  but  they  were  those  of  the  churches  ana 
public  buildings  beneath  his  feet,  reflected  from  the 
dazzling  piece  of  water  which  formed  the  harbour  of 
Constantinople^  and  which,  from  the  abundance  of 
wealth  which  it  transported  to  the  city,  was  well 
termed  the  Golden  Hum.  In  one  place,  this  superb 
basm  was  lined  with  quays,  where  stately  dromonds 
and  argosies  unloaded  their  wealth,  while,  by  the 
shore  of  the  haven,  galleys,  feluccas,  and  other  small 
craft,  idly  flapped  the  singularly  shaped  and  snow- 
white  pinions  which  served  them  for  sails.  In  other 
places,  the  Qolaen  Horn  lay  shrouded  in  a  verdant 
mantle  of  trees,  where  the  pnvate  gardens  of  wealthy 
or  distinguished  individuals,  or  places  of  public  re- 
creation, shot  down  upon  and  were  bounded  by  the 
glassy  waters. 

On  the  Bosphonis,  whieh  might  be  seen  in  the 
distance,  the  little  fleet  of  Tancred  was  lying  in  the 
same  station  they  had  gained  during  the  night, 
which  was  fitted  to  command  the  opposite  landing ; 
this  their  general  had  preferred  to  a  midnight  de- 
scent upon  Constaniinople,  not  knowing  whether, 
so  coming^  they  might  be  received  as  friends  or  ene- 
mies. This  delay,  however,  had  given  the  Greeks 
an  opportunity,  either  by  the  order  of  Alexius,  or  the 
equally  powerful  mandates  of  some  of  the  conspira- 
tors, to  tow  six  ships  of  war,  full  of  armed  men,  and 
{ provided  with  the  maritime  oflensive  weapons  pecu- 
lar  to  the  Greeks  at  that  period,  which  they  had 
moored  so  as  exactly  to  cover  the  place  where  the 
troops  of  Tancred  must  necessarily  land. 

This  preparation  gave  some  surprise  to  the  valiant 
Tancred,  who  did  not  know  that  such  vessels  had 
arrived  in  the  harbour  from  Lemnos  on  the  preceding 
night.  The  undaunted  courage  of  that  prince,  was, 
however,  in  no  respect  to  be  shaken  by  the  degree 
of  unexpected  danger  with  which  bis  adventure  now 
appeared  to  be  attended. 

This  splendid  view,  from  the  description  of  which 
we  have  in  some  degree  digressed,  was  seen  by  the 
physician  and  Ursel  from  a  terrace,  the  loftiest 
almost  on  the  palace  of  the  BlacquemaK  To  the 
cityward,  it  was  bounded  by  a  solid  wall,  of  consi- 
derable height,  giving  a  resting-place  for  the  roof  of 
a  lower  building,  which,  sloping  outward,  broke  to 
the  view  the  vast  height  unobscured  otherwise  save 
by  a  high  and  massy  balustrade,  composed  of  bronze, 
which,  to  the  havenward,  sunk  sheer  down  upon 
an  uninterrupted  precipice. 

No  sooner,  therefore,  had  Ursel  turned  his  eyes 
that  way,  than,  though  placed  far  from  the  brink  of 
the  terrace,  he  exclaiined,  with  a  shriek,  "  Save  me 
—save  me!  if  you  are  not  indeed  the  destined  execu- 
tors of  the  Emperor's  will. 

"We  are, indeed  such,"  said  Douban,  "to  save, 
and  if  possible  to  bring  you  to  complete  recovery ; 
but  by  no  means  to  do  you  ir^jury,  or  to  suffer  it  to 
be  ofiered  by  others." 

"  Guard  me  then  from  myself,"  said  Ursel,  '*  and 
save  me  from  the  reeling  and  insane  desire  which  I 
feel  to  plunge  myself  into  the  abyss,  to  the  edge  of 
which  you  nave  guided  me." 

"Such  a  giddy  and  dangerous  temptation  is," 
said  the  physician.  "  common  to  those  who  have  not 
for  a  long  time  looked  down  from  precipitous  hekhts, 
and  are  suddenly  brought  to  them.  Nature,  how- 
ever bounteous,  hath  not  provided  for  the  cessation 
of  oor  faculties  for  years,  and  for  their  sudden  re- 
sumption in  full  strength  and  vigour.    An  interval. 


longer,  or  shorter,  roust  needs  intervene.  Can  you 
not  believe  this  terrace  a  safe  station  while  you  have 
my  support  and  that  of  this  faitlifiil  slave  V* 

^'Certainly,"  said  Ursel;  "but  permit  me  to  turn 
my  face  towards  this  stone  wall,  for  I  cannot  bear 
to  look  at  the  flimsy  piece  of  vrire,  which  is  the  only 
battlement  of  defence  that  interposes  betwixt  me 
and  the  precipice."  He  spoke  of  the  bronze  balus- 
trade, six  feet  nigh,  and  massive  in  proportion.  Thus 
saying,  and  holding  fast  by  the  physician's  arm,  Ur- 
sel, though  himselt  a  younger  and  more  able  man, 
trembled,  and  moved  his  feet  as  slowly  as  if  made  of 
lead,  until  he  readied  the  sashed-door.  where  stood 
a  kind  of  balcony-seat,  in  which  he  placed  himself. 
— "  Here,"  he  said,  "  will  I  remain." 

"And  here,'*  said  Douban,  "will  I  make  the  com- 
munication of  the  Emperor,  which  it  is  necessary 
you  should  be  prepared  to  reply  to.  It  plaees  you, 
you  will  observe,  at  your  own  msposal  for  liberty  or 
captivity,  but  it  conditions  for  your  resigning,  that 
sweet  but  sinful  morsel  termed  revenge,  which  I 
must  not  conceal  from  you,  chance  appears  willing 
to  put  into  your  hand.  You  know  the  degree  of 
rivalry  in  which  you  have  been  held  by  the  Emperor, 
and  you  know  the  measure  of  evil  you  have  sus- 
tained at  his  hand.  The  question  is,  can  you  forgive 
what  has  taken  place  V* 

"  Let  me  wrap  my  head  round  with  my  mantle," 
said  Ursel,  "  to  dispel  this  dizziness  which  still  op- 
presses my  poor  brain,  and  as  soon  as  the  power  of 
recollection  is  granted  to  me,  you  shall  know  my 
sentiments." 

He  sunk  upon  the  seat,  mufl[!ed  in  the  way  which 
he  described,  and  after  a  few  minutes'  reflection, 
with  a  trepidation  which  amied  the  patient  still  to 
be  under  the  nervous  feeung  of  extreme  horror 
mixed  with  terror,  he  addressed  Douban  thus:  "The 
operation  of  wrong  and  cruelty,  in  the  moment 
when  they  are  first  inflicted,  excites  of  course,  the 
utmost  resentment  of  the  sufferer;  nor  is  there,  per- 
haps, a  passion  which  lives  so  long  in  his  bosom  as 
the  natural  desire  of  revenge.    If  then,  during  the 
first  month,  when  I  lay  stretched  upon  my  bed  of 
want  and  misery,  you  liad  offered  me  an  opportunity 
of  revenge  upon  my  cruel  oppressor,  the  remnant  of 
miserable  lite  which  remained  to  me  should  have 
been  willingly  bestowed  to  purchase  it.    But  a  suf- 
fering of  weeks,  or  even  months,  must  not  be  com- 
pared in  effect  with  that  of  years.  For  a  short  space 
of  endurance,  the  body,  as  well  as  the  mind  retains 
that  vigorous  habit  which  holds  the  prisoner  still 
connected  with  life|^  and  teaches  him  to  thrill  at  the 
long-forgotten  chain  of  hopes,  of  wishes,  of  disap- 
pointments, and  mortifications,  which  aiffected  his 
former  existence.    But  the  wounds  become  callous 
as  they  harden^  and  other  and  better  feelings  occupy 
their  place,  while  they  gradually  die  away  in  forget- 
fulness.    The  enjoyments,  the  amusements  of  this 
world,  occupy  no  part  of  his  time  upon  whom  the 
gates  of  despair  have  once  closed.    I  tell,  thee,  my 
kind  physician,  that  for  a  season,  in  an  insane  at- 
tempt to  effect  my  liberty.  I  cut  through  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  living  rock.    But  Heaven  cured  me  of  so 
foolish  an  idea ;  and  if  I  did  not  actually  come  to 
love  Alexius  Comnenus— for  how  could  that  have 
been  a  possible  effect  in  any  rational  state  of  my  in- 
tellects ?— yet  as  I  became  convinced  of  my  own 
crimes,  sins,  and  follies,  the  more  and  more  I  was 
also  persuaided   that  Alexius  was  but   the  agent 
through  whom  Heaven  exercised  a  dearly-purchased 
right  of  punisliing  me  for  my  manifold  offences  and 
transgressions ;  and  that  it  was  not  therefore  upon 
the  Emperor  that  my  resentment  ought  to  visit  itself. 
And  I  can  now  say  to  thee,  that,  so  far  as  a  man 
who  has  undergone  so  dreadful  a  change  can  be 
supposed  to  know  his  own  mind,  I  feel  no  desire 
eitner  to  rival  Alexius  in  a  race  for  empira  or  to 
avail  myself  of  any  of  the  various  profiera  which  he 
proposes  to  me  as  the  price  of  withdrawing  iny 
daira.    Let  him  keep  unpurchased  the  crown,  for 
which  he  has  paid,  in  my  opinion,  a  price  which  it  is 
not  worth." 

"  This  is  extraordinary  stoicism,  noble  Ursel,"  an- 
I  swercd  the  physidan  Douban.  "Am  I  then  to  under- 
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stand  ihut  you  reject  the  fair  offers  of  Alexius,  and 
desire,  instead  of  all  which  h«  is  willing— nay,  anx- 
ious to  bestow — to  be  commit  red  safely  back  to  thy 
old  blinded  dungeon  in  the  Blncnuernal,  that  you 
may  continue  at  ensc  those  pit^tistic  meditations 
which  have  already  conducted  thee  to  so  extrava- 
gant a  conclusion? 

"Physician,"  said  Ursel,  while  a  shudderinp:  fit 
that  afiectcd  his  whole  body  testified  his  alarm  at 
the  alternative  propose<I — "one  would  imagine  thine 
own  profession  might  have  taught  thee,  that  no  n.ere 
mortal  man.  unless  predestineil  to  he  a  glorified 
saint,  could  ever  prefer  darkness  to  the  light  of  day; 
bhndness  itself  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  power  of 
sight ;  the  pnn^s  of  starving  to  com()etent  suste- 
nance, or  the  damps  of  a  dungeon  to  the  free  air  of 
God's  creation,  >io !— it  may  W  virtue  to  do  so,  but 
to  such  a  pitch  mine  doi's  not  soar.  All  I  require  of 
the  Emperor  for  standing  by  him  with  all  the  power 
my  nnine  can  give  him  at  this  crisis  is,  that  he  will 
provide  for  my  reception  as  a  monk  in  some  of  those 
pleasant  and' well -endowed  seminaries  of  piety,  to 
which  his  devotion,  or  his  fears,  have  given  n?e.  Let 
me  not  be  a^ain  the  object  of  his  suspicion,  the  ope- 
ration of  which  is  more  dreadful  than  that  of  being 
the  object  of  his  hate.  Forgotten  by  power,  as  I 
have  myself  lost  the  remembrance  of  those  that 
wielded  It,  let  nio  find  my  way  to  the  grave,  unno- 
ticed, unconstrained,  at  lilxTty.  in  posses^iion  of  my 
dim  and  disused  organs  of  sight,  and,  above  all,  at 
peace." 

"If  such  be  ihy  si-rious  and  earnest  wish,  noble 
Ursel,"  said  the  physician,  "I  myself  have  no  hesita- 
tion to  warrant  to  thee  the  full  accomplishment  of 
thy  religious  and  moderate  desires.  Uiit,  bethink 
thee,  thou  art  once  more  an  inhabitant  of  the  court, 
in  which  thou  mayst  obtain  what  thou  wilt  to-day ; 
while  to-morrow,  shouldst  thou  regret  thy  indiffer- 
ence, it  maybe  iliy  utmost  entreaty  will  not  suffice 
to  gnin  for  I'hee  the  slightest  extension  of  thy  present 
conditions." 

"  Re  it  bo"  said  Ursel ;  "  I  will  then  stipulate  for 
another  condition,  which  indeed  has  only  reference 
to  this  day.  I  will  solicit  his  Imperial  Majesty,  with 
all  humility,  to  spare  me  the  i)aiii  of  a  personal  treaty 
between  himscJf  and  me,  and  that  he  will  bo  satis- 
fied with  the  solemn  assurance  that  I  am  most 
willing  to  do  in  his  favour  all  that  he  is  desirous  of 
dictating;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  1  desire  only 
the  execution  of  those  moderate  conditions  of  my 
future  aliment  which  I  have  already  told  thee  at 
length." 

"But  wherefore,"  said  Douban,  "shouldst  thou  be 
afraid  of  announcing  to  the  Emperor  thy  disposition 
to  an  agreement,  which  cannot  he  esteemed  other- 
wise than  extremely  moderate  on  thy  part  ?  Indeed. 
I  fear  the  Emperor  will  insist  on  a  brief  personal 
conference," 

"I  am  not  ashamed,"  said  Ursel,  "to  confess  the 
truth.  It  is  true,  that  I  have,  or  think  I  have,  re- 
nounced what  tiio  Scripture  calls  the  pride  of  life ; 
but  the  old  Adam  still  lives  within  us,  and  maintains 

Sainst  the  better  part  of  our  nature  an  inextinguisli- 
le  ouarrel,  easy  to  be  aroused  from  its  slumber,  but 
as  difncidt  to  be  again  couched  in  peace.  While  last 
night  I  but  half  understood  that  mine  enemy  was  in 
my  presence,  and  while  my  faculties  performed  but 
half  their  duty  in  recalling  his  deceitful  and  hated 
•ccentfli  did  not  rny  heart  throb  in  my  bosom  with 
•11  the  agitation  of'^a  taken  bird,  and  shall  I  again 
IwYe  to  enter  into  a  personal  treaty  with  the  man 
whoi  be  his  general  conduct  what  it  may,  has  been 
the  constant  and  miprovoked  cause  of  my  unequalled 
misery?  Douban,  no  1— to  listen  to  his  voice  agBin. 
wen  to  hear  an  alarm  sounded  to  every  violent  and 
vindictive  passion  of  my  heart ;  and  though,  may 
Heaven  so  help  me  as  my  intentions  towards  him 
■re  upright,  yet  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  listen  to  his 
proftssions  with  a  chance  of  safety  either  to  him  or 
to  myaell" 

*'  If  you  be  so  minded,"  replied  Doubsn,  "  I  shall 
only  repeat  to  him  your  stipulation,  and  jrou  must 
■wsar  to  him  that  you  will  strictlv  observe  iL  With- 
out this  being  dooc^  it  mnst  be  aifficult,  or  perhaps 


impossible,  to  settle  the  lesfme  of  which  both  are 
desirous." 

"Amen!"  said  Ursel;  "and  as  I  am  pure  in  my 
piirposM',  and  resolved  to  keep  it  to  the  uttermost,  so 
may  Heaven  guard  me  from  the  influence  of  precipi- 
tate revenge,  ajicient  grudge,  or  new  quarrel ! ' 

An  authoritative  knock  at  the  door  of  the  sleeping 
chamber  was  now  heard,  and  Ursel,  reitevea  bv 
more  poHcrful  feelings,  from  the  giddiness  of  which 
he  had  complaimxl,  walked  Hrmlv  into  the  bedroom, 
and  seating  himself,  waited  with  averted  eyes  the 
entrance  of  the  person  who  demanded  admittance, 
and  who  proved  to  be  no  other  than  Alexius  Coio- 
nenus. 

The  Emperor  appeared  at  the  door  in  a  warlike 
dress,  suited  for  the  decoration  of  a  prince  who  was 
to  witness  a  combat  in  the  lists  fought  out  bcfoiv 
him. 

"  Sage  Douban,"  he  said,  "  has  our  esteemed  pn- 
.soner,  Ursel,  made  his  choice  between  our  peace  and 
enmity?" 

"He  hath,  my  lord,"  replied  the  physician,  "em- 
braced the  lot  of  that  happy  portion  of  mankind, 
whoi-e  hearts  and  lives  are  devoted  to  the  service  of 
your  Majesty's  government." 

"  He  will  then  this  day,"  continued  the  Emperur. 
"render  mc  the  ollico  of  putting  down  ull  those  who 
may  pretend  to  abet  insurrection  in  his  name,  and 
under  pretext  of  his  wrongs  i" 

"  He  will,  my  lord,"  repliwl  the  idiyalcian.  "  act  lo 
the  fullest  ine  part  which  you  rtxiiiiro." 

"And  in  what  way,"  said  the  Emperor,  adopting 
his  most  jL'raeious  tone  of  voice,  "  would  our  faithful 
Ursel  t\v»iK  that  services  like  these,  rendered  m  th*» 
hour  of  extreme  need,  should  he  acknowledged  bv 
the  Ein|)fTor7" 

"  Simply,"  answered  Douban,  "  hy  saying  nothing 
upon  the  subject.  He  desires  only  that  all  loalousiec 
between  you  and  him  may  Ih>  henceforth  foi^otten. 
and  that  no  may  he  admitted  into  one  of  your  Hi^- 
ness's  monastic  institutions,  with  leave  to  dedicate 
the  rest  of  his  life  to  the  worship  of  Heaven  and  it» 
saints." 

"  Hath  he  persuaded  thee  of  this,  Douban  ?*'— said 
the  Emperor,  in  a  low  and  altered  voice.  "  By  Hea* 
ven !  when  I  consiiler  from  what  pribon  he  wu 
brought,  and  in  what  guise  he  inhabited  it,  I  cannot 
believe  in  this  gall-less  disposition.  He  must  at 
least  speak  to  me  himself;  ere  I  can  believe,  in  some 
degree,  the  transformation  of  the  fiery  Ursel  into  a 
beuig  so  little  capable  of  feeUng  the  ordinary  im- 
pulses of  mankind." 

"  Hear  me,  Alexius  Comnenus,"  said  the  prisonff : 
"and  so  may  thine  own  prayers  to  Heaven  find 
access  and  acceptation,  as  thou  believest  the  words 
which  I  speak  to  thee  in  simplicity  of  heart.  If  thine 
empire  of  Greece  were  made  of  coined  gold,  it  would 
hold  out  no  bait  for  my  acceptance;  nor,  I  thank 
Heaven,  have  even  the  injuries  I  have  experienced 
at  thy  hand,  cruel  and  extensive  as  they  have  beos, 
impressed  upon  me  the  sliKhtest  desire  of  reqoitinfi 
treachery  with  treachery.  Think  of  me  as  thou  wilt, 
so  thou  8cek]st  not  again  to  exchange  words  with 
me ;  and  believe  mc,  that  when  thou  hast  put  me 
under  the  most  rigid  of  thy  ecclesiastical  foundatuna, 
the  discipline,  the  fare,  and  the  vigils,  wiU  be  fiu 
superior  to  the  existertcc  falling  to  the  snare  of  those 
whom  the  King  delights  to  honour,  ond  who  there- 
fore must  aflbrd  the  King  their  society  whenevei 
they  are  summoned  to  do  so." 

"  It  is  hardly  for  me,"  sakl  the  physidan, "  to  inter- 
pose in  BO  high  a  matter  {  yet,  as  trusted  both  by  the 
nobl<)  Ursel,  and  by  his  hignness  the  Emperor,  I  have 
maue  a  brief  abstract  of  tneso  short  conditions  to  be 
kept  by  the  high  parties  towards  each  other,  »nb  cri- 
mine  /ahij* 

The  Emperor  protracted  the  intercourse  withUrsd 
until  he  more  fully  explained  to  him  the  occasioo 
which  he  should  have  that  very  day  for  his  serviceik 
When  they  parted,  Alexius,  with  a  great  show  of  af- 
fection, embraced  his  late  prisoner,  while  it  required 
all  the  self-command  and  stoicism  of  Ursel  to  avoid 
expressing  in  plain  terms  the  extent  to  which  hs  sb- 
horred  the  person  who  thus  caressed  him. 


CHiLP.  XXIX.] 


COUNT  ROBERT  OP  PARIS. 


105 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

•        •        •        •       .       •       0,  Coiupimeyl 

Sh«m*«t  tlioa  to  ■how  thr  dangerom  brow  by  night. 

When  evil*  are  mo«t  free  1  0,  then,  bj  day. 

Where  wilt  thou  find  a  cavern  dark  enough 

To  maalc  thy  monvtroiw  viMge  1    Seek  none,  Conapiraey ; 

Hide  it  id  amilee  and  afflkbihtjr : 

For  if  tliou  path  thy  native  aeinblanee  on, 

Not  Erobua  itaelf  were  dim  enough 

To  hitle  thee  trom  preveotion.-J»;<iu  Cesar. 

The  important  morning  at  last  arrived,  on  which, 
by  the  Imperial  proclamation,  the  combat  between 
the  Csesar  and  Robert  Count  of  Paris  was  appointed 
to  take  place.  This  wae  a  circumstance  in  a  gin&t 
measure  foreign  to  the  Grecian  manners,  and  to 
which,  therefore,  the  people  annexed  different  ideas 
from  those  which  were  associated  with  the  same  so- 
lemn dedaion  of  God,  as  the  Latins  called  it,  bjr  the 
Western  nations.  The  consequence  was  a  vague, 
but  excessive  agitatbn  amonp  the  people,  who  con- 
nected the  extraordinary  strife  which  thev  were  to 
witness,  with  the  various  causes  which  had  been 
whispered  abroad  as  likely  to  give  occasion  to  some 
general  insurrection  of  a  great  and  terrible  nature. 

By  the  Imperial  order,  regular  lists  had  been  pre- 
pared for  the  combat,  with  opposite  gates^  or  en- 
trances, as  was  usual,  for  the  aidmittance  of  the  two 
champions;  and  it  was  understood  that  the  appeal 
was  to  be  made  to  the  Divinity  bv  each,  according  to 
the  forms  prescribed  by  the  church  of  which  the  com- 
batants were  respectively  members.  The  situation 
of  these  lists  was  on  the  side  of  the  shore  adjoining 
on  the  west  to  the  continent  At  no  great  distance, 
the  walls  of  the  city  were  seen,  of  ranoua  architec- 
ture^  composed  of  ume  and  of  stone,  and  furnished 
with  no  less  ^an  four-and-twentv  gates,  or  posterns, 
five  of  which  regarded  the  land,  and  nineteen  the 
water.  All  this  lormed  a  beautiful  prospect,  much 
of  which  is  still  visible.  The  town  itself  is  about 
nineteen  miles  in  circumference ;  and  as  it  is  on  all 
sides  surrounded  with  loft^  cypresses,  its  general  ap- 
pearance is  that  of  a  city  arising  out  of  a  stately  wood 
'  of  U)ese  magnificent  trees,  partly  shrouding  the  pin- 
nacles, obelisks,  and  minarets,  which  then  marked 
the  site  of  many  noble  Christian  temples ;  but  now, 
generally  speaking,  intimate  the  position  of  as  many 
'    Mahomedan  mosoues. 

These  lists,  for  the  convenience  of  spectators  were 
'  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  long  rows  of  seats,  sloping 
downwards.  In  the  middle  of  these  seats,  and  ex- 
'  acdy  opposite  the  centre  of  the  Usteu  was  a  high 
throne,  erected  for  the  Emperor  himself;  and  which 
was  separated  firom  the  more  vulgar  galleries  by  a 
circuit  of  wooden  barricades,  whicn  an  experienced 
eye  could  perceive,  might,  in  case  of  need,  be  made 
serviceable  for  purposes  of  defence. 

The  lists  were  sixty  yards  in  length,  by  perhaps 
about  forty  in  breadth,  and  these  afibraed  ample  space 
for  the  exercise  of  the  combat,  both  on  horseback  and 
on  foot.  Numerous  bands  ot  the  Greek  citizens  be- 
gan, ynth  the  very  break  of  day,  to  issue  from  the 
gates  and  posterns  of  the  city,  to  examine  and  won- 
der at  the  construction  of  the  lists,  pass  their  cri- 
ticisms upon  the  purposes  of  the  peculiar  parts  of  the 
.  fabric,  and  occupy  places,  to  secure  them  for  the 
spectacle.  Shortly  after  arrived  a  large  band  of  those 
soldiers  who  were  called  the  Roman  Immortals. 
These  entered  without  ceremony,  and  placed  them- 
selves on  either  hand  of  the  wogden  barricade  which 
fenced  the  Emperor's  seat  Some  of  them  took  even 
a  greater  liberty ;  for,  affecting  to  be  pressed  against 
the  boundary^  there  were  individuals  who  approached 
the  partition  itself,  and  seemed  to  meditate  climbing 
over  it,  and  placing  themselves  on  the  same  side  with 
the  Emperor.  Some  old  domestic  slaves  of  tho  house- 
hold now  showed  themselves,  as  if  for  the  purpose  of 
presenring  this  sacred  circle  for  Alexius  andhis  court ; 
and,  in  proportion  as  the  Immortals  began  to  show 
themselves  encroaching  and  turbulent,  the  strength 
of  the  defenders  of  the  prohibited  precincts  seemed 
gradually  to  increase. 

There  was,  though  scarcely  to  be  observed,  besides 
the  ffrand  access  to  the  Imperial  seat  from  without, 
another  opening  also  from  the  outside,  secured  by  a 
very  strong  door,  by  which  different  persons  received 


adnnsaion  beneath  the  teats  destined  for  the  Imperial 
party.  These  persons,  by  their  length  of  limb,  breadth 
of  shoulders,  by  the  for  of  their  cloaks,  and  especially 
by  the  redoubted  battle-axes  which  all  of  them  bore, 
appeared  to  be  Varangians:  but,  although  neither 
drefi»ed  in  their  usual  habit  ot  pomp,  nor  in  their  more 
efiectual  garb  of  war,  still,  when  narrowly  examined, 
they  might  be  seen  to  possess  their  usual  offensive 
weapons.  These  men,  entering  in  separate  and  strag- 
gling parties,  might  be  observed  to  join  the  slaves  of 
the  mterior  of  the  palace  in  opposing  the  intrusion  of 
the  Immortals  upon  the  seat  of  the  Emperor  and  the 
benches  around.  Two  or  three  Immortals,  who  had 
actually  made  good  their  frohc,  and  climbed  over  the 
division,  were  tuing  back  again,  v^y  unceremonious- 
ly, by  the  barbaric  strength  and  sinewy  arms  of  the 
Varangians. 

Tho  people  around,  and  in  the  adjacent  galleries, 
most  of  whom  had  the  air  of  citizens  in  their  nolyday 
dresses,  commented  a  good  deal  on  these  proceedings, 
and  were  incUned  strongly  to  make  part  with  the  Im- 
mortals. "  It  was  a  shame  to  the  Emperor,'*  they 
saki, "  to  encourage  these  British  barbarians  to  inter- 
pose themselves  hy  violence  between  his  person  and 
the  Immortal  cohorts  of  the  city,  who  were  in  some 
sort  his  own  children." 

Stephsnos,  the  gymnastic,  whose  bulky  strength 
and  stature  rendered  him  conspicuous  amid  this  party, 
said,  without  hesitation,  "  If  there  are  two  people  here 
who  will  join  in  saying  that  the  Immprtfus  are  un- 
justly deprived  of  their  right  of  guarding  the  Empe- 
ror's person,  here  is  the  hand  that  shallplaoe  them 
beside  the  Imperial  chair." 

"Not  so,"  quoth  a  centurion  of  the  Immortals, 
whom  we  have  already  introduced  to  our  readers  by 
the  name  of  Harpax:  "Not  so,  Stephanos;  that 
happy  time  may  arrive,  but  it  is  not  yet  come,  my 
gem  of  the  circus.  Thou  knowest  that  on  this  occa- 
sion it  is  one  of  these  Counts,  or  western  Franks^ 
who  undertakes  the  combat ;  and  the  Varangians, 
who  call  these  people  their  enemies,  have, some  rea- 
son to  claim  a  precedency  in  guarding  the  lists,  which 
it  might  not  at  this  moment  be  convenient  to  dispute 
with  them,  Why,  man,  if  thou  wert  half  so  witty  as 
thou  art  long,  thou  woiildst  be  sensible  that  it  were 
bad  woodmanshii)  to  raise  the  halloo  upon  the  game^ 
ere  it  had  been  driven  within  compass  of  the  nets." 

While  the  athlete  rolled  his  huge  gray  eyes  as  if  to 
conjure  out  the  sense'of  this  intimation,  his  little  friend 
Lysunachus.  the  artist,  putting  himself  to  pain  to 
stand  upon  his  tiptoe,  and  look  intelligent,  saidap- 
preaching  as  near  as  he  could  to  Harpax^s  ear, "  Thou 
mayst  trust  me,  gallant  centurion,  that  this  man  of 
mould  and  muscle  shall  neither  start  like  a  babbling 
hound  on  a  fiodse  scent,  nor  ^become  mute  and  inert 
when  the  general  signal  is  given.    But  tell  me,"  shid 


strong  guard  of  the  valiant  Immortals  had  been 
placed  in  this  wooden  citadel,  to  ensure  the  object  of 
the  day  1" 

"  Without  Question,"  said  the  centurion,  "  it  was  so 
meant ;  but  these  strollmg  Varangians  have  altered 
their  station  of  their  own  authority." 

"  Wero  it  not  well,"  sakl  Lystmachus,  "  that  you, 
who  are  greatly  more  numerous  than  the  barbariansi 
should  b^^  a  fray  before  more  of  these  strangers 
arrive  1" 

"  Content  ye,  friend,"  said  the  centurion,  coldly, 
"  we  know  our  time.  An  attack  commenced  too 
early  would  be  worse  than  thrown  away,  nor  would 
an  opportunity  occur  of  executing  our  project  ,in  the 
fitting  time,  it  an  alarm  were  prematurely  given  at 
this  moment" 

So  saying,  he  shuffled  off  among  his  fellow-sol- 
diers, so  as  to  avoid  suspicious  intercourse  with  such 
persons  as  were  only  concerned  vrith  the  civic  portion 
of  the  conspirators. 

As  the  morning  advanced,  and  the ,  sun  took  a 
higher  statk>n  in  the  horizon,  the  various  persons 
whom  curiosity,  or  some  more  decided  motive,  brought 
to  see  the  proposed  combat,  were  seen  streaming 
from  different  parts  of  the  town,  and  rushing  to  occa- 
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PT  euth  j^eeommodation  as  the  circuit  round  the  lists 
onbrded  them.  In  their  road  to  the  place  where  pre- 
paration for  combat  was  made,  they  had  to  ascend  a 
sort  of  cape,  which,  in  the  form  of  a  small  hill,  pro- 
jected into  the  Hellespont,  and  the  butt  of  which, 
connecting:  it  with  the  shore,  afforded  a  considerable 
ascent,  and  of  course  a  more  commanding^  view  of 
the  strait  between  Europe  and  Asia,  than  either  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  city,  or  the  still  lower  ground 
upon  which  the  lists  were  erected.  In  passing  this 
height,  the  earUer  visitants  of  the  lists  made  little  or 
no  halt ;  but  after  a  time,  when  it  became  obvious 
that  those  who  had  hurried  forward  to  the  place  of 
combat  were  lingering  there  without  any  object  or 
occupation,  they  that  followed  them  in  the  same 
ronte,  with  natural  curiosity,  paid  a  tribute  to  the 
landscape,  bestowing  some  attention  on  its  beauty, 
and  paused  to  see  what  aucuries  could  be  collected 
from  the  water,  which  were  likely  to  have  any  con- 
cern in  indicating  the  fate  of  the  events  that  were  to 
take  place.  Some  straggling  seamen  were  the  first 
who  remarked  that  a  squadron  of  the  Greek  small 
craft  (being  that  of  Tancred)  were  in  the  act  of  mak- 
ing their  way  from  Asia,  and  threatening  a  descent 
upon  Constantinople. 

"  It  is  strange,"  said  a  person,  by  rank  the  captain 
of  a  galley,  that  these  small  vessels,  which  were 
ordered  to  return  to  Constantinople  as  soon  as  they 
disembarked  the  Latins,  diould  have  remained  so  long 
at  Scutari,  and  should  not  be  rowing  back  to  the 
imperial  city  until  this  time,  on  the  second  day  after 
their  departure  from  thence." 

"  I  prav  to  Heaven,"  said  anoth^of  the  same  pro- 
fession, that  these  seamen  may  come  alone.  It 
seems  to  me  as  if  their  ensign-staffs,  bowsprits,  and 
topmasts,  were  decorated  with  the  same  ensigns,  or 
nearly  the  same,  with  those  which  the  Latins  dis- 
played upon  them,  when,  by  the  F^mperoHs  order, 
they  were  transported  towards  Palestine ;  so  roe- 
thinks  the  voyage  back  again  resembles  that  of  a 
fleet  of  merchant  vessels,  who  have  been  prevented 
from  discharging  their  cargo  at  the  place  of  their  des- 
tination." 

*'  There  is  little  good,"  said  one  of  the  politicians 
whom  we  formerly  noticed,  "  in  dealing  with  such 
commodities,  whether  they  are  imported  or  exported. 
Yon  ample  banner  which  streams  over  the  foremost 
galley,  intimates  the  presence  of  a  chieftain  of  no 
small  rank  among  the  Counts,  whether  it  be  for 
valour  or  for  nobihty." 

The  seafaring  leado*  added,  with  the  voice  of  one 
who  hints  alarming  tijdings,  "They  seem  to  have  got 
to  a  point  in  the  straits  as  high  as  will  enable  them 
to  run  down  with  the  tide,  and  clear  the  cape  which 
we  stand  on,  although  with  what  purpose  they  aim  to 
land  so  close  beneath  the  walls  of  the  city,  he  is  a 
wiser  man  than  I  who  pretends  to  determine." 

"Assuredly,"  returned  his  comrade,  "  the  intention 
is  not  a  kind  ona  The  wealth  of  the  city  has  temp- 
tations to  a  poor  people,  who  only  value  the  iron  which 
they  possess  as  affording  them  the  means  of  procur- 
ing the  gold  which  they  covet." 

Ay,  brother,"  answered  Demetrius  the  politician, 
"  but  see  vou  not,  lying  at  anchor  within  this  bay 
which  is  formed  by  the  cape,  and  at  the  very  pom t 
where  these  heretics  are  likely  to  be  carried  by  the 
tide,  six  strong  vessels,  having  the  power  of  sending 
forth,  not  merely  showers  of  darts  and  arrows,  but  of 
Grecian  fire,  as  it  19  called  from  their  hoUow  decks  ? 
If  these  Frank  gentry  continue  directing  their  course 
upon  the  Imperial  city,  being,  as  they  are, 


'propttco 

CoDtmnptrix  Sap^ritan  maif,  newque  aviditsima  em&u, 
Et  y/MmU  ;'* 

we  shall  speedily  see  a  combat  better  worth  witness- 
ing than  that  announced  by  the  great  trumpet  of  the 
Varangians.  If  you  love  me,  let  us  sit  down  here  for 
a  moment,  and  see  how  this  matter  is  to  end." 

"An  eicellent  motion,  my  ingenious  friend,"  said 
Lascarifl,  which  was  the  name  of  the  other  citizen  ; 
"  but,  bethink  you,  shall  we  not  be  in  danger  from 
the  missiles  with  which  the  audacious  Latins  vrill  not 
fail  to  return  the  Greek  fire,  if,  according  to  your 
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conjecture,  it  shall  be  poured  upon  than  by  the 
rial  squadron  ?" 

"  That  is  not  ill  argued,  mv  friend,* 
trius ;  "  but  know  that  you  have  to  do  with  a  man 
who  has  been  in  such  extremities  before  now ;  and 
if  such  a  discharge  should  open  from  the  aea,  1 
would  propose  to  you  to  step  back  some  fifty  yanii 
inland,  and  thus  to  inteipose  the  very  crest  of  the 
cape  between  us  and  the  discharge  of  mtaeflcs ;  a 
mere  child  might  thus  leam  to  face  them  without  any 
alarm." 

"  You  are  a  wise  man,  nei^boor,*'  aaid  Laacana. 
"  and  possess  such  a  nuzture  of  valour  and  know- 
ledge as  becomes  a  man  whom  a  friend  nng^tfae 
supposed  safely  to  risk  his  life  with.  'Hiere  be  thoar. 
for  instance,  who  cannot  show  you  the  shghtesi 
glimpse  of  what  is  going  on,  without  brinipng  yoa 
within  peril  of  your  life;  whereas  you,  my  worths 
friend  Demetrius,  between  your  accurate  knowlediif 
of  military  affairs,  and  your  regard  for  your  frMod. 
are  sure  to  show  him  all  that  is  to  be  aeen  witboot 
the  least  risk  to  a  person,  who  is  naturally  nnwilhng 
to  think  of  exposing  himself  to  injury. — Bat,  Hohr  | 
Virgin !  vehat  is  the  meaning  of  that  red  fla^  wfaid: 
the  Greek  Admiral  has  this  instant  hoisted  7* 

"Why,  you  see,  neighbour,"  answered  Uetueins;. 
"yonder  western  h(4-etic  continues  to  advance  wiUi- 
oot  minding  the  various  signs  which  our  Admiral  hi^ 
made  to  him  to  desist,  and  now  he  hoists  the  bioodv 
colours,  as  if  a  man  should  clench  his  fist  and  sav. 
If  you  persevere  in  your  uncivil  intention,  I  will  do  to 
and  so." 

"  By  St  Sophia,"  said  Lascaria,  "  and  that  is  giv 
ing  him  fair  warmng.    But  what  is  it  the  Impmil 
Aamh-ol  is  obout  to  do  7" 

"  Run !  run  !  friend  Lascar'is,"  said  Demetrius.  **or 
yon  will  see  mure  of  that  than  perchaaee  you  haw 
any  curiosity  for." 

Accordingly,  to  add  the  strength  of  example  to  prr- 
cept,  Demetrius  liimself  girt  up  his  loins,  and  rt- 
treated  with  ihe  most  edifying  speed  to  the  oppoaor 
side  of  the  ridge,  accompanied  by  the  greater  part  U 
the  crowd,  who  had  tarried  there  to  witness  the ooa- 
test  which  the  newsmonger  promised,  and  were  dr- 
termined  to  take  his  word  for  their  own  safety.  Tt* 
sound  and  sight  which  had  alarmed  Dcmetnus,  wa* 
the  discharge  of  a  large  portion  of  Greek  fire,  whki 
perhaps  may  he  best  compared  to  one  of  those  na- 
mense  Congreve  rockets  of  the  present  day,  whic4 
takes  on  its  shouldena  small  grapnel  oraiK^r,  asu 

Eroceeds  groaning  through  the  air.  like  a  fiend  o^vr- 
(irdened  oy  the  mandate  of  some  inexorable  mag^ 
cian,  and  of  which  the  operation  was  so  teiiifymn. 
that  the  crews  of  the  vessels  attacked  by  this  Strang 
weapon  frequently  forsook  every  means  of  deiawt, 
and  run  themselves  ashore.  One  of  the  prinrns 
ingredients  of  this  dreadful  fire  was  simposed  to  l« 
naphtha,  or  thebitumen  which  is  collected  on  thebsokk 
of  the  Dead  Sea,  and  which,  when  in  a  state  of  igait«a. 
could  onlv  be  extinguished  by  a  very  singular  nuxtoie. 
and  whicli  it  was  not  likely  to  come  m  contact  witli.  It 
produced  a  thick  smoke  and  loud  explosion,  and  was 
capable,  says  Gibbon,  of  comrounicadnR  its  Asian 
with  equal  vehemence  in  descent  or  lateral  piofcreaa* 
In  sieges,  it  was  poured  from  the  ramparts,  cr 
launched,  like  our  bombs,  in  red  hot  balls  of  stone  at 
iron,  or  it  was  darted  in  flax  tvristfd  round  Mrtcm* 
and  in  javelins.  It  was  considered  as  a  state  sum 
of  the  gieBtest  importance ;  and  for  well  nigh  fern 
centuries  it  was  unknown  to  the  Mahometans.  Bs. 
at  length  the  composition  was  discovered  by  the  Ss 
racens,  and  used  by  them  for  repelling  the  cmssdn^ 
and  overpowering  the  Greeks,  upon  whose  sale  ■ 
had  at  one  time  been  the  most  formidable implcsBrai 
of  defence.  Some  exaggeration  we  must  allow  k*  & 
barbarous  period ;  but  there  seems  no  doabt  that  ihr 
gciieral  description  of  the  crusader  Joinnlfe  ahodki 
be  admitted  aa  correct :— "  It  came  flying  through  dw 
air,"  aavs  that  good  knight,  "  like  a  winged  draceon. 
about  the  thickness  of  a  hoffshead,  with  the  report  st 
thunder  and  the  speed  of  Ug^minff.  and  the  darknos 
of  the  night  was  dispelled  by  this  horrible  illann- 
natjon." 
*  Tor  a  full  •ccomt  of  tlw  Oic«k  Si«,  hi 
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Not  only  the  bold  Demetrius  and  his  pupil  Laeca- 
rta,  but  aU  the  crovrd  whom  they  inAuenced,  fled 
manfully  when  the  commodore  of  the  Greeks  fired  the 
first  discharKe ;  and  as  the  other  vessels  in  the  aoaa- 
dron  followed  his  example,  the  heavens  were  filled 
with  the  unusual  and  outrageous  noise,  while  the 
smoke  waa  so  thick  as  to  darken  the  very  air.  As 
the  fugitivea  passed  the  crest  of  the  hill,  they  saw  the 
seaman,  whom  we  formerly  mentioned  as  a  specta- 
tor,  snugly  reclining  under  cover  of  a  dry  ditch,  where 
he  managed  so  as  to  secure  himself  as  tar  as  possible 
from  any  accident  He  could  not,  however,  omit 
breaking  his  jest  on  the  politicians. 

**  What,  ho  !"  he  cried,  "my  goodfrienda"  without 
raising  himaelf  above  the  counterscarp  of  his  ditch, 
"  will  you  not  remain  upon  your  station  long  enough 
to  finish  that  h<H)efid  lecture  upon  battle  by  aea  and 
land,  which  you  had  so  happy  an  opportunity  of  com- 
mencing 7  Believe  me,  the  noise  ia  more  alarming 
than  hurtful ;  the  fire  is  all  pointed  in  a  direction  op- 
posite to  yours,  and  if  one  of  those  dragons  which 
you  SCO  docss  happen  to  fly  landward  instead  of  sea- 
ward, it  is  but  the  mistake  of  some  cabin-boy,  who 
has  used  his  linstock  with  more  willingness  than 
ability." 

Demetrius  and  Lascaria  just  heard  enough  of  the 
naval  hero's  harangue,  to  acnuaint  them  with  the  new 
danger  with  which  they  might  be  assailed  by  the  pos- 
sible misdirection  of  the  weapons,  and,  rushing  down 
towards  tho  lists  at  the  head  oi  a  crowd  half  des- 
perate with  fear,  they  hastily  propagated  the  appallin|{ 
news,  that  the  Latms  were  coming  back  from  Asia 
with  the  puri>ose  of  landing  in  arms,  pillaging,  and 
burning  the  city. 

The  uproar,  in  the  mean  time,  of  this  unexpected 
occurrencet  was  such  as  altogether  to  vindicate,  in 
pablic  omnion.  the  reported  cause,  however  exagge- 
rated. The  thunder  of  the  Greek  fire  came  succes- 
sively, one  hard  upon  the  other,  and  each,  in  its  turn, 
q)read  a  blot  of  black  smoke  upon  the  face  of  the 
landscape,  which,  thickened  by  so  many  successive 
clouds,  seemed  at  last,  like  that  raised  by  a  sustained 
fire  of  modern  artillery,  to  overshadow  the  whole 
horizon. 

The  small  squadron  of  Tancred  were  completely 
hid  from  view  m  the  surging  volumes  of  darkness, 
which  the  breath  of  the  weapons  of  the  enemy  had 
spread  around  him;  and  it  seemed,  by  a  red  Iwht 
which  began  to  show  itself  among  the  thickest  ofthe 
veil  of  darkness,  that  one  of  the  flotilla  at  least  had 
caught  fire.  Yet  the  Latins  resisted,  with  an  obsti- 
nacy worthy  of  their  own  courage,  and  the  fame  of 
their  celebrated  leader.  Some  advantage  they  had, 
on  account  of  their  small  size,  and  their  lowness  in 
tho  water,  as  well  as  the  clouded  state  of  the  atmo- 
sphere, which  rendered  them  difficult  marks  for  the 
fire  of  the  Greeks." 

To  increase  these  advantages,  Tancred,  as  well  by 
boats  as  by  the  kind  of  rude  signals  made  use  of  at 
the  period,  dispersed  orders  to  his  fleet,  that  each 
bark,  disr^gardmg  the  fate  of  theothere,  should  press 
forward  individually,  and  that  the  men  from  each 
should  be  put  on  shore  wheresoever  and  howsoever 
they  could  effect  that  manceuvre.  Tancred  himself  set 
a  noble  example ;  he  was  on  board  a  stout  vessel, 
fenced  in  some  degree  against  the  effect  of  the  Greek 
fire  by  being  in  a  great  measure  covered  with  raw 
hides,  which  hides  had  also  been  recently  steeped  in 
water.    This  vessel  contained  upwards  of  a  hundred 
valiant  warriors,  several  of  them  of  knightly  order, 
who  had  all  night  toiled  at  the  humble  labours  of 
the  oar,  and  now  in  the  mopiing  applied  their  chival- 
rous hands  to  the  arblast  and  to  the  bow,  which  were 
m  general  accounted  the  weapons  of  persons  of  a  lower 
fank.    Thus  armed,  and  thus  manned.  Prince  Tan- 
cred bestowed  upon  his  bark  the  full  velocity  whk:h 
wind,  and  tide,  and  oar^  could  enable  her  to  obtain, 
and  placing  her  in  the  situation  to  profit  bv  them  as 
much  as  his  maritime  skill  could  direct,  he  drove  with 
the  speed  of  Ughining  among  the  vessels  of  Lemnos. 
Pv,l^  on  either  side,  bows,  crossbows,  javelins,  and 
nuutary  missiles  of  every  kind,  with  the  greater  ad- 


vantage that  the  Greeks,  trusting  to  their  artificial 
fire,  had  omitted  arming  themselves  with  other  w^- 
pons ;  so  that  when  the  vahant  Crusader  bore  down 
on  them  with  so  much  fury,  repaying  the  terrors  of 
their  fire  with  a  storm  of  Bolts  and  arrows  no  less 
formidable,  they  began  to  feel  that  their  own  advantage 
was  much  less  than  they  had  mpposed,  and  that,  like 
most  other  dangers,  the  maritime  fire  of  the  Greeks, 
when  undauntedly  confronted,  lost  at  least  one  half 
of  its  terrors.  The  Grecian  sailors,  toa  when  they 
observed  the  vessels  approach  so  near,  filled  with  the 
steel-clad  Latins,  began  to  shrink  from  a  contest 
to  be  maintained  hand  to  hand  with  so  terrible  an 
enemy. 

By  degrees,  smoke  began  to  issue  from  the  sides  of 
the  great  Grecian  argosy,  and  the  voice  of  Tancred 
announced  to  his  soldiera  that  the  Grecian  Admiral's 
vessel  had  taken  fire,  owing  to  negligence  in  the 
management  of  the  means  of  destruction  she  pos- 
sessed, and  all  they  had  now  to  do  was  to  maintain 
such  a  distance  as  to  avoid  sharing  her  fate.  Spark- 
lea  and  flashes  of  flame  were  next  seen  leaping  from 
place  to  place,  on  board  of  the  great  hulk,  as  if  the 
element  had  had  the  sense  and  purpose  of  spread- 
ing wider  the  consternation,  and  disabUng  the  few 
who  still  paid  attention  to  the  commands  of  their  Ad- 
miral, and  endeavoured  to  extinguish  the  fire.  The 
consciousness  ofthe  combustible  nature  of  the  freight, 
began  to  add  despair  to  terror ;  from  the  boltsprit, 
the  rigging,  the  yards,  the  sides,  and  every  part  or  the 
vesselTtho  unfortunate  crew  were  seen  dropping 
themselves,  to  exchange  for  the  most  part  a  watery 
death  for  one  by  the  more  dreadful  agency  of  fire. — 
The  crew  of  Tancred's  bark,  ceasing,  by  that  gene- 
rous Prince's  commands,  to  ofier  any  additional  an- 
noyance to  an  enemy  who  was  at  once  threatened 
by  the  perils  of  the  ocean  and  of  conflagration,  ran 
their  vessel  ashore  in  a  smooth  part  of  the  bay,  and 


jumpuiB  into  the  shallow  sea,  made  the  land  with- 
out dimculty  i  many  of  their  steeds  bdng,  by  the 
exertions  of  the  owners,  and  the  docility  of  the  ani 


mals,  brought  ashore  at  the  same  time  with  their 
masters,  iiieir  commander  lost  no  time  in  forming 
their  serried  ranks  into  a  phalanx  of  lanoera  few  in- 
deed at  first,  but  perpetually  increasing  as  ship  after 
ship  of  the  little  flotilla  ran  ashore,  or,  having  more 
deliberately  moored  their  barks,  landed  their  men, 
and  joined  their  companions. 

The  cloud  which  had  been  raised  by  the  conflict 
was  now  driven  to  leeward  before  the  wind,  and  the 
strait  exhibited  only  the  relics  of  the  combat.  Here 
tossed  upon  the  bdlows  the  scattered  and  broken 
remains  of  one  or  two  of  the  Latin  vessels  which  had 
been  burnt  at  the  commencement  of  tho  combat, 
though  their  crews,  by  the  exertions  of  their  com- 
rades, had  in  general  been  saved.  Lower  down 
were  seen  the  remaining  five  vessels  ofthe  Lemnos 
sc^uadron,  holding  a  disoiderly  and  difficult  retreat, 
with  the  purpose  of  gaining  the  harbour  of  Constan- 
tinople. In  the  olace  so  late  the  scene  of  combat, 
lay  moored  the  hulk  of  the  Grecian  Admiral,  burnt 
to  the  water's  edge,  and  still  sending  forth  a  black 
smoke  from  its  scathed  beams  and  planks.  Tho  flo- 
tilla of  Tancred,  busied  in  dischargmg  its  troops,  lay 
uregularly  scattered  along  tho  bay.  the  men  making 
aahore  as  they  could,  ana  taking  their  course  to  join 
the  standard  of  their  leader.  Various  black  substanocs 
floated  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  nearer,  or  more 
distant  to  the  shore :  some  proved  to  be  the  wreck 
of  the  vessels  which  had  been  destroyed,  and  others^ 
more  ominous  still,  the  lifeless  bodies  of  mariners 
who  had  fallen  in  the  conflict. 

The  standard  had  been  bomeashore  by  the  Prince's 
favourite  page,  Ernest  of  Apulia,  so  soon  as  the  keel 
of  Tancred's  galley  had  grazed  upon  the  sand.  It 
was  then  pitched  on  the  top  of  that  elevated  cape  be- 
tween Constantinople  and  the  lists,  where  Lascaria, 
Deinetrius,  and  other  gossips,  had  held  their  station 
at  the  commencement  of  the  engagement,  but  from 
which  all  had  fled,  between  the  mingled  dread  of 
the  Greek  fire  and  the  missilea  of  the  Latin  eni- 
saders. 
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CHAPTER    XXX.  vcrv  great   parly  were  united,  while  the  majori?;. 

were  willing  enough  to  find  an  apology  for  remain- 

Sheathed  in  complete  armour,  and  supporting  ine  quica. 

with  his  right  hand  the  standard  of  his  fathers.  Tan-  In  the  nn-an  lime,  the  Emperor,  from  hi^  palace  ol 

crcj  remamed  with  his  handful  of  warriors  hkc  so  Blacqurrnal,  observed  what  posgcti  upon  the  f^traits. 

many  statues  of  steel,  expecting  some  sort  of  attack  and  ocheld  his  navy  from  Lemnos  totally  fotu-d  :i: 

from  the  Orecian  party  which  had  occupied  the  lists,  their  attempt,  by  means  oJ  the  Greek  fm%  to  check 

or  from  the  numbers  whom  the  city  gates  began  now  the  intended  passage  of  Tancrt^d  nnn  \\\a  men.    He 

to  pour  forth— soldiers  some  of  them,  and  others  had  no  sooner  seen  the  leading  ship  of  this  squanroB 

citizens,  many  of  whom  were  arrayed  as  if  for  conflict,  begin  to  beacon  the  darkness  with  ii*«  own  f.re.  ihae 

Tlicsc  peraon.«»,  alarmed  by   the  various  accounts  the  Emperor  formed  a  secret  re.«*ohition  to  l^iso>^nlht 

which  were  given  of  the  combatants,  and  the  pro-  unfortunaieAdmiral,  and  make  r»:ace  with  the  L^nn^. 

.ajcss  of  the  figbfj  rushed  lowarrls  the  standard  of  if  that  should  be  absolutely  ntrrssarj'?  by  Bcndiiv 

i^.-ncc  Tancred,  with  the  intention  of  beating  if  to  them  his  head.    He  had  hardly,  therefor*,  pe..n  t.v 

tho  earth,  and  dispersing  the  guards  who  owed  ii  flames  burst  forth,  and  the  rest  of  thr  vc-^scls  r«rtKi: 

hor.iagc  and  difence.    But  if  the  reader  shall  have  from  their  moorings,  than  in  his  own  mind,  the doca: 

hapiHiir-d  to  have  ridden  at  any  time  through  a  pas-  of  the  unfortunate  Phraortes,  for  such  was  die  nank 

toral  country,  with  a  dog  of  a  noble  race,  following  of  the  Admiral,  was  signed  and  t^ealed. 

him,  he  nnist  have  rrmarkcHJ.  in  the  deference  ulti-  Achilles  Tatius,  at  the  same  instant,  determininEro 

mafcly  paid  to  the  high-breti  animal  by  the  slup-  keep  a  close  eye  uiH)n  the  Emperor  at  tins  |miH)n*Di 

herd's  cur  as  he  crosstfS  the  lonely  glen,  of  which  the  crisis,  came  pre4.'ipitately  into  the  palace,  ^ith  an  ip- 

latter  conceives  himself  the  lord  ami  guardian,  some-  pearanre  of  great  alarm. 

tliini  very  similar  to  the  demeanour  of  the  incensed  "My  Lorn  !— my  Iiniierial  Ixird  !  I  am  unhapprw  i 

GreeKs,  when  they  approached  near  to  the  little  band  be  the  messengi.r  of  such  unlucky  news;  hi:t  ihe 

of  Franks.    At  the  first  symnlom  of  the  intnision  of  Fiatins  have  in  great  numbers  succecdrti  m  crcsmjt  : 

u  stranger,  the  dog  of  the  shepherd  starts  from  his  the  strait  from  Scutari.    The  Leninos  squadron  fti- 

Mumbers,  and   ninhes  towards  iho  noble  intruder  deavoiired  to  stop  them,  as  was  last  nighrdetfniiiwd 

with  a  clamorous  declaration  of  war;   but  when  the  upon  in  the  Imperial  Council  of  War.    By  a  hfan 

diminution  of  distance  between  them  shows  to  the  discharge  of  the  Greek  fire,  one  or  two  of  thp  n:- 

aggressor  the  sij-.c  and  strengtli  of  his  opi)onent,  he  sader's  vessels  were  consumetl,  bin  by  far  the  grtiw 

liecomes  like  a  cruiser,  who,  in  a  chase,  has,  to  his  number  of  them  put-hed  on  their  course,  bHrr.tfSs 

surprise  and  alarm,  found  two  tier  of  guns  opposed  leading  ship  of  the  unfortunale  Pliraortes.  an;i  :t  J 

to  hiin  instead  of  one.    He  halts— ?us|>ends  his  cla-  stron;3y  reported  he  has  hiinwlf  perisfied,  with  alc«; 

ujorous  yelping,  and,  in  line,  ingloriously  retreats  to  all  his  men.    The  re^l  have  cut    iheir  cable",  t^ 

his  ma.'^ter,  with  all  the  di.«ihonourable  marks  of  posi-  abandoned  the  defence  of  the  passage  of  the  Ht-lk*- 

tively  dceluiing  the  combat.  pont." 

It  was  in  this  manner  that  the  troops  of  the  noisy  "And  vou,  Achilles  Tatiirs,"   snid  the  Empcit: 

f  ireeks.  with  much  hallooing  and  many  a  boastful  "  with  what  purpose  is  it  that  vt»u  now  brir^  n; 

:  hont,  liastened  both  from  the  town  aiid  from  the  this  melancholy  news,  at  n  perfnd  to  late  wiicn  I 

'i?tf,  \viih  the  apparent  intention  of  sweeping  from  cannot  amend  the  consetiuenees  ?" 

the  field  the  few  companions  of  Tancred.    As  they  "  Under  favour,  moti  gracious  Emperor,"  rerli* 

advanced,  however,  within  the  power  of  remarking  the  conspirator,  not  without  colourins  and  stamrff- 

thecalm  and  regular  onler  of  those  men  who  had  inc,  "such  was  not  my  intention— I  had  hopw  v 

landed,  and  arranged  themselves  under  this  noble  sunmh  a  plan,  by  which  I  might  easily  have  pripairc 

chieftain's    banner,    their    minds   were    altogether  the  way  for  csorrecting  this  little  error.'" 

changed  as  to  the  resolution  of  instant  combat;  "Well,  your  plan,  sir?"  said  the  Emperor  (irjiy 

their  advance  became  an  uncertain  and  staggering  "With  your  sacred  Majesty's  Itave,"  raid  the-Aw- 

gait;  their  heads  were  more  frequently  turned  back  lyte,  "I  would  myself  have  undertaken  insianllv!*' 

to  the  point  from  which  they  came,  than  towards  the  lead  against  this  Tancred  and  his  Italians  the  bitrlf- 

enemy  ;  and  their  desire  to  provoke  an  instani  sculUe  axes  of  the  faithful  Varangian  guard,  who  wiil  niip 

vanished  totally,  wht>n  then^  did  not  nppear  the  least  no  more  account  of  the  small  number  of  Fnrki 

symptom    that   their  opponents   cared    about    the  who  have  come  ashore,  than  the  farmer  holds  of  ibi 

matter.  hordes  of  rats  and  mice,  and  such  like  miKlii^von 

It  added  to  the  extreme  confidence  with  which  the  vermin  who  have  harboured  in  his  granaries."  ^ 

Latins  kept  their  ground,  that  they  were  receiving  "And  what  mean  you,"  said  the  Emperor,  "itit 

frequent,  though  small  rtinforceinents   from  their  I  nm  to  do,  while  my  Anglo-Saxons  nght  foriDT 

comrades,  who  were  landinz  by  detachments  all  along  sake  ?*' 

the  beach ;   and  that,  in  the  course  of  a  short  hour,  "S' our  Majesty,"  replied  Achilles,  not  exactly  uia- 

their  amount  had  been  raised,  on  horseback  and  foot,  fied  with  the  dry  and  caustic  manner  in  whidi  tbi 

to  a  number,  allowing  for  a  lew  casualties,  not  much  Emperor  addressed  him,  "  may  put  yourself  at  w 

less  than  that  which  set  sail  from  Scutari.  head  of  the  Immortal  cohorts  of  Conatantincvk: 

Another  reason  why  the  Latins  remained  unas-  and  I  am  your  security,  that  you  may  either  peritci 

sailed,  was  certainly  the  indisposition  of  the  two  the  victory  over  the  Latins,  or  at  least  redeem  in 

principal  armed  garttes  on  shore  to  enter  into  a  quar-  most  distant  chance  of  a  defeat,  by  advancing  at  in 
rel  with 
faithful 
Varangians, 

posts,  some  —  ., , . ^ ,    .^^ , , _. 

of  rendexvous  in  Constantinople,  whore  their  pre-  mortals  retain  a  per^-erse  attachment  to  our  rrbfl 

sence  was  necessary  to  prevent  the  eficctH  of  the  Urscl.    How  is  it,  then,  you  would  have  us  intntf 

sudden  insurrection  which  Alexius  knew  to  be.  medi-  our  defence  to  these  bands,  when  we  have  engajEK 

tated  against  him.    These,  therefore,  made  no  hostile  our  valiant  Varangians  in  the  proposed  conflicl  «» 

dsmonstration  towards  the  band  of  latins,  nor  was  the  flower  of  the  western  army?— Did  yon  ihinka 

it  tho  purpose  of  the  Emperor  they  should  do  so.  this  risk,  Sir  Follower  ?" 

Onuieotherhand,  the  greater  part  of  the  Immortal  Achilles  Tatius,  much  alarmed  at  an  inriniitiMi 

Churdsi  and  those  citiiens  who  were  prepared  to  play  indicative  of  his  purpose  being  known,  ansimte. 

a  put  in  the  conspiracy,  had  been  impressed  by  the  "  that  in  his  haste  he  had  been  more  anxious  v 

uants  of  the  deceased  Agelastes  with  the  opinion,  recommend  the  plan  which  should  expose  his  (*"v 

mat  this  band  of  Latink  commanded  by  Tancred,  person  to  the  greater  danger,  than  that  perfav* 

ma  nlative  of  Bohemond,  had  been  despatched  by  which  was  most  attended  with  yeraonal  safety  !■ 

tha  litter  to  their  asststance.    These  men,  therefore,  his  Imperial  Master." 

stood  still,  and  made  no  attempt  to  guide  or  direct  "  I  thank  you  for  so  doin^."  said  the  Eroprror, 

tha  populir  eflorts  of  such  as  inclined  to  atiack  these  "  you  have  anticipated  my  wishes,  thou^  it  u  noi 

nnaxpected  visiters;  in  which  purpose,  therefore,  no  in  my  power  at  present  to  follow  the  advice  you  nan 
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given  me.     I  would  have  oeen  well  contented,  un- ,  tativc,  or  Follower,  will  of  course  transmit  no  order 
doubicdiy,  had  these  Laiint*  measured  their  way  over  {  to  the  body-Kuard,  except  such  as  shall  receive  their 
the  strait  affain,  as  suKtrested  by  last  night's  council;  j  origin  from  nimself,  so  that  you  will  consider  your 
but  since  they  have  arrived,  and  btand  emhailled  on  :  autnorily  as  thisi  day  suspend(.*d." 
our  shores,  it  is  bettor  that  we  pay  them  with  money  i      "I  regret,*'  said  Achdles,  "'  that  there  should  have 


and  single  combat,  which  w  to  them  the  breath  of:  youknowunder  what  penalty  obedience  is  enforced." 
thdr  nustrils,  that  can  have  impilled  them  to  this  !  '*If  I  did  not,"  said  Achilles,  "  the  composition  of 
mirtial  countermarch.  I  impose  upon  you,  Achilles  ;  this  body  of  ^ards  would  remind  me,  i>ince  it  com- 
Taiius.  combining  the  Proioi>pathuire  m  the  same!  prebends  not  only  creat  part  of  tho?e  Varangians, 
conunission  with  you,  the  duty  of  riding  up  to  yunder  j  who  are  the  immematc  dcfcndirs  of  the  Emperor's 

interior,  M-ho  arc  the 


returned  no  answer, 

Phraortes  and  the  Lemnos  squadron.    If  they  «end  while  the  more  closely  the  Acolyte  looked  upon  the 

us  any  reasonable  excuse,  we  shall  not  lie  averse  to  guard  which  atiendcxi,  to  l!ie  unusual  number  of 

receive  it  at  their  hands ;  for  wc  have  not  mude  i>o  nearly  three  thousand  men,  the  more  had  he  reason 

manv   sacrifices  for  the  preservation  of  peace,  to  to  believe  that  he  might  esteem  himself  fortunate, 

break  forth  into  war,  if,  after  all,  so  great  an  (;vil  if,  by  the  intervention  of  either  the  Cs'sar,  Apelastes, 

can  be  avoided.    Thou  wilt  receive,  therefore,  with  a  or  Ilcroward,  he  could  pass  to  the  conspirators  a 

candid  and  complacent  mind,  such  apologies  us  they  signal  to  suspend  the  intended   explosion,   which 

may  inchne  to  bring  forward;  and,  be  a^isured,  that  seemed  to  be  provided  against  by  the  Emperor  with 

the  flight  of  this  puppet-show  of  a  b.ngle  combat,  unusual  caution.     He  would  have  given  the  full 

will  ha  enough  of  itbelf  to  banish  every  other  consi-  dream  of  empu*e,  with  which  he  had  been  for  a  short 

deration  from  the  reflection  of  these  giddy  cnisaders."  lime  luUi'd  atjleek  to  have  »e«ui  but  a  ghmpse  of  the 

A  knock  was  at  ibis  moment  heard  at  the  door  of  azure  plume  of  Nicephorus,  the  white  mantle  of  the 
the  Emperor's  apartment ;  and  upon  the  word  being  philosopher,  or  even  a  glimmer  of  Hercward's  hat- 
given  to  enter,  the  Proto^paihaire  made  his  appear-  lle-axc.  No  such  objects  could  be  seen  any  where. 
ance.  He  was  arrayed  in  a  splendid  suit  of  ancient  and  not  a  little  was  the  faithless  Follower  displeased 
Roroan-fashioned  armour.  I'he  want  of  a  visor  left  to  see  that  whichever  way  he  tunied  his  eyes,  those 
his  countenance  entirely  visible:  which,  pule  and  of  the  Protospathaire,  but  especially  of  the  trusty  do- 
anxioua  as  it  was,  did  not  well  become  the  martial  mestic  officers  of  the  empire,  seemed  to  follow  and 
crest  and  dancing  plume  with  which  it  was  deeo-  watch  their  occupation. 

rated.  He  received  the  commission  already  men-  Amidst  the  numerous  soldiers  whom  he  saw  on 
tioned  with  the  less  alacrity,  because  the  Acolyte  all  sides,  his  eye  did  not  recognise  a  single  man  with 
was  added  to  him  as  his  colleague ;  for,  as  the  whom  he  could  exchange  a  friendly  or  confidential 
reader  may  have  observi*d,  thcsse  two  officers  were  (glance,  and  he  6too<l  in  all  that  agony  of  terror,  which 
of  separate  factions  in  the  army,  and  on  iudifferent  is  rendered  the  more  discomfiting,  bt'cause  the  traitor 
terms  with  each  other.  Neither  did  the  Acolyte  is  conscious  that,  besil  by  various  foes,  his  own 
consider  his  being  uniteJ  in  commission  with  the  fears  are  the  most  likely  of  all  to  betray  him.  In- 
Protospathaire,  as  a  mark  either  of  the  Emperor's  ternally,  as  the  danger  se^^med  to  increase,  and  as 
confidence,  or  of  his  own  safety.  He  was,  however,  his  alarmed  imagination  attempted  to  discern  new 
in  the  mean  time,  in  the  lilacauernal,  where  the  reasons  for  it,  he  could  only  conclude  that  either  one 
slaves  of  the  interior  made  not  the  least  liesitation,  of  the  three  principal  conspirators,  or  at  least  some 
when  ordered  to  execute  any  ofl&cer  of  the  court,  of  the  inferiors,  had  turned  informers;  and  his  doubt 
The  two  generals  had,  therefore,  no  other  alierna-  was,  whether  he  should  not  screen  his  own  share  of 
live,  than  that  which  is  allowed  to  two  greyhounds  what  had  been  premeditated,  by  flinging  himself  at 
who  are  reluctantly  coupled  tognher.  Tiic  hope  of  the  feet  of  the  Emperor,  and  making  a  full  con- 
Achilles  Tatius  was,  that  he  mirnt  get  safely  throuuh  fession.  Hut  still  the  fear  of  being  premature  in  hav- 
hia  mission  to  Tancred,  after  whieh  ho  thouuht  tlie  in^  recourse  to  such  a  base  means  of  saving  himselC 
successful  explosion  of  the  conspirac  might  lake  joined  to  the  absence  of  the  Emperor,  united  to  keep 
place  and  have  its  course,  cither  as  a  nialier  desired  within  his  lips  a  secret,  which  concerned  not  only 
and  countenanced  by  those  Latins,  or  passtrd  over  all  his  future  fortunes,  hut  life  itself.  He  was  in  the 
a  thing  in  which  they  took  no  interest  on  either  mean  time,  therefore,  plunged  as  it  were,  in  a  sea  of 

_s.  trouble  and  uncertainty,  while  the  specks  of  land. 

By  the  parting  order  of  the  Emperor,  they  were  which  seemed  to  promise  him  refuge,  were  distant, 

to  mount  on  horseback  at  the  sounding  of  the  great  dimly  seen,  and  extremely  difficult  of  attainment. 

Vtrangian  trumpet,  put  theinselves  at  the  head  of  

those  An^o-Saxon  guards  in  the  court-yard  of  their 

barrsck,  and  await  the  Emperor  s  further  orders.  CHAPTER   XXXI. 

There  was  something  in  this  arran:;einent  which  Tomorrow-oh,  that's  radden !  Spare  him,  ipare  him ; 

pressed  hard  on  the  conscience  of  Achilles  Tatius,  "«*'•  ""^  prepared  to  dic-SHAKSPKARB. 

yet  be  was  at  a  loss  to  justify  his  apprehensions  to  At  the  moment  when  Achilles  Tatius,  wth  a  fisel- 

Dimsel(  unless  from  a  conscious  feelinjz:  of  his  own  ing  of  much  insecurity,  awaited  the  unwinding  of  the 

ipiilt.     He  felt,  however,  that  in  being  detained,  perilous  skein  of  state  politics,  a  private  council  of 

under  pretence  of  an   honourable  mission,  at  the  the  Imperial  family  was  held  in  the  hall  termed  the 

head  oif  the  Varangians,  he  was  deprived  cf  the  Temple  of  the  Muses,   repeatedly  distinguished  at 

Ubertv  of  disposing  of  himself,  l)y  which  he  had  the  apartment  in  which  the  Princess  Anna  Comnena 

hoped  to  communicate  with  the  Caesar  and  Here-  was  wont  to  make  her  evening  recitations  to  those 

ward,  whom  he  reckoned  urx)n  as  his  active  accom-  who  were  permitted  the  honour  of  hearing  prelec- 

plices,  not  knowing  that  the  first  was  at  this  mo-  tions  of  her  history.    The  council  consisted  of  the 

Eient  a  prisoner  in  the  Rlacquernal,  where  Alexius  Empress  Irene,  the  Princess  herself,  and  the  Empe- 

ad  arrested  him  in  the  apartments  of  the  Empress,  ror,  with  the  JPatriarch  of  the  Greek  church,  as  a 

and  that  the  second  was  the  most  important  support  sort  of  mediator  between  a  course  of  severity  and  a 

of  Comnenus  during  the  whole  of  that  eventful  day.  dangcrops  degree  of  lenity. 

When  the  gigantic  trumpet  of  the  Varangian  guards  "  Tell  not  me,  Irene,"  said  the  Emperor,  "of  the 

lent  forth  its^eep  signal  through  the  city^  the  Pro-  fine  things  attached  to  the  praise  of  mercy.    Hers 

toq^athaire  mirricd  Achilles  along  with  him  to  the  have  I  sacrificed  my  just  revcnjE^  over  my  rival  Ur- 

_  _j               , ..     w,                       ,       .,                ..  .        '     ■          >od  do  I  obtain  by  it?    Why,  the 

in,  instead  of  being  tractable,  and 

...  generosity  which  has  spared  hia  life 
4K 


toq>atnaire  irarricd  Achilles  along  with  him  to  the  have  I  sacnnced  my . 

rendezvous  of  the  Varangians,  and  on  the  way  said  sel.  and  what  gooa  ( 

to  him,  in  an  easy  and  inditt'erent  tone,  "As  the  old  obstinate  man,  ii 

Snperor  is  in  the  neld  in  person,  you,  his  represen-  sensible  of  the  generu 


no 
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and  eyes,  caii  be  widi  (iitficulty  brought  tr*  exert 
hiinsclf  in  favour  of  the  Prince  to  whom  he  owes 
tiietn.  I  used  to  think  that  eyesis^ht  and  the  bre<ith 
<>f  life  were  ihiii^s  which  one  would  preserve  at  any 
aiif.rifirt;;  but.  on  the  contraiy,  1  now  btjiieve  men 
value  them  like  mere  toys.  Talk  not  to  me,  there- 
lor.',  of  the  jrratitudo  to  be  excited  by  savins;  this 
uuiirateful  cub;  and  believe  mc,  j;iri,"  turnin;^  to 
Anna,  ^'that  not  only  will  all  my  subjects,  should  I 
follow  your  advice,  laugh  at  me  for  sparing  n  mati 
so  prenetennined  to  work  my  ruin,  but  even  thou 
th}  self  wilt  be  the  first  to  upbraid  me  with  the  foohsh 
kindness  thou  art  now  so  anxious  to  extort  from 
me." 

'•  Vour  Imperial  pleasure,  then,"  said  the  Patri- 
arch, ''is  fixed,  that  your  unfortunate  son-in-iaw 
shall  suffer  death  for  his  accession  to  this  conspi- 
racy, deluded  by  that  heathen  villain  Agelastes,  and 
the  traitorous  Acliilles  Tatius?" 

"  Such  is  my  purpose,"  said  the  Km[)eror ;  "  and 
m  evidence  that  I  mean  not  again  to  pass  over  a 
sentence  of  this  kind  with  a  seeming  execution  only, 
as  in  the  case  of  Ursel,  this  unOTateful  traitor  of  ours 
e^hall  be  le4  from  the  top  of  the  staircase,  or  ladder 
of  Acheron,  as  it  is  called,  through  the  lai^c  cham- 
ber named  the  Hall  of  Judgment,  at  the  upper  end 
of  which  are  arranged  the  apparatus  for  execution, 
by  which  I  swear" 

"  Swear  not  at  all !"  said  the  Patriarch ;  "  I  for- 
bid thee,  in  the  name  of  that  Heaven  whose  voice 
(though  unworthy)  speaks  in  my  person,  to  quciich 
the  smoking  flax,  or  destroy  the  slight  hope  which 
there  may  remain,  that  you  may  finally  be  pcTsuaded 
to  alter  your  purT>08c  respecting  your  misguided  son- 
in-law,  within  the  space  allotted  to  him  to  sue  for 
your  mercy.  Remember,  I  pray  you,  the  remorse  of 
Consfantihc." 

*'  What  moans  your  reverence  7"  said  Irene. 

"  A  trifle,"  replied  the  Kmperor,  "  not  worthy  he- 
iu^  quoted  from  such  a  mouth  as  the  Patriarch's, 
being,  as  it  probably  is,  a  relic  of  paganism." 

"  What  is  it  ?"  exclaimed  the  females  anxiously, 
in  the  hope  of  hearing  something  which  might 
strengthen  their  side  ol  the  argument,  and  some- 
thing moved,  perhaps,  by  curiosity,  a  motive  which 
seldom  slumbers  in  a  female  bosom,  even  when  the 
stronger  passions  are  in  arms. 

"  The  Patriarch  will  tell  you,"  answered  Alexius, 
"since  you  must  needs  know;  thou;;li,  I  promise 
you,  you  will  not  recx'ive  any  assistance  in  your 
urc:ument  from  a  .««illv  legendary  tale." 

''Hear  it,  however,"  said  the  Patriarch;  "for  though 
It  is  a  tale  of  the  olden  time,  and  sometimes  supposed 
to  refer  to  the  period  when  heathenism  predomi- 
nated, it  is  no  less  true,  than  it  was  a  vow  made 
and  registered  iw  the  chancery  of  the  rightful  Deily, 
by  an  Emperor  of  Grtcce." 

"  What  I  am  now  to  relate  to  you,"  continued  hc^ 
"  is,  in  truth,  a  I  ale  not  only  of  a  Christian  Emperor, 
but  of  him  who  made  the  whole  empire  Christian; 
and  of  that  very  Constantine,  who  was  also  the  first 
who  declared  Constantinople  to  be  the  metropolis 
of  the  empire.  This  hero.  n.>markable  alike  for  his 
zeal  for  religion,  and  for  his  warlike  achievements, 
was  crowned  by  Heaven  with  repeated  victory,  and 
with  all  manner  of  blessings,  save  that  unity  in  his 
family  which  wise  men  arc  most  ambitious  to  pos- 
sess. Not  only  was  the  blessing  of  concord  among 
brethren  denied  to  the  family  of  this  triumphant  Em- 
wror,  but  a  deserving  son,  of  mature  age,  who  had 
been  (supposed  to  aspire  to  share  the  throne  with  his 
father,  wan  suddenly,  and  at  midnight,  called  upon 
to  enter  liis  defence  against  a  capital  charge  of  trea- 
son. You  will  readily  excuse  my  referring  to  the 
arts  by  which  the  son  was  rendered  guil^  in  the 
eyes  of  the  father.  Bo  it  enough  to  say,  that  the  un- 
fortunate young  man  fell  a  victim  to  the  guilt  of  his 
s^pmoiher,  Fausta,  and  that  he  disdained  to  cxcul- 

Fate  himself  from  a  charge  so  gross  and  so  erroneotis. 
t  is  said,  that  the  anger  of  the  Emperor  was  kept  up 
S gainst  his  son  by  the  sycophants  who  called  upon 
onstantine  to  observe  that  the  culprit  disdained 
even  to  supplicate  for  mercy,  or  vindicato  his  inno- 
cenoe  from  so  foul  a  charge. 


"  But  the  death-blow  had  no  sooner  struck  the  in- 
nocent youth,  than  his  father  obtained  proof  of  thr 
rashness  with  whii-h  he  had  acted.  He  bad  «r  this 
period  been  engaged  in  constructingthe  subterranean 
parts  of  the  BTacquernal  palace,  whicli  his  reinorsi: 
ai»p<Mnte(i  to  contain  a  record  of  his  paternal  gnef  and 
cijntrilion.  At  the  upper  part  of  the  staircase,  calied 
the  Pit  of  Acheron,  hn  caused  to  be  coiistru';ttti  a 
large  chamber,  still  called  the  Hall  of  Judgment,  li.-r 
tho  purpose  of  cxcoulion.  A  passage  tlirouijli  ar. 
archway  in  the  upper  wall  leaob  from  tho  hall  lo  ihc 
place  oi  misery,  where  the  axe,  or  other  engine,:? 
disiKjsed  for  the  execution  of  state  pri.-Hjners  of  a>n!«e- 
Quence.  Over  this  archway  was  placed  a  species  oi 
marble  altar,  sumiounied  by  an  imagie  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Crispus— the  materials  were  gold,  and  it  bijrt 
the  memorable  in.scriptiun.  To  mv    son,  whom  1 

RASHLY    CONDEMXED,    AND    TOO    HASTILY    EXECITED 

When  constnicling  this  passage,  Constantine  luaJe 
a  vow,  that  he  himself  and  his  posterity,  being  reifiii- 
ing  Emperor?*,  would  stand  be.side  the  status  nf 
CnspuH,  at  the  time  when  any  individual  of  tluL' 
fanuly  should  be  l«i  to  execution,  and  b««fore  thi? 
sufleiW  him  to  pass  from  tiie  Hall  o(  Judgment  lo 
the  Chamber  of  Death,  that  they  should  thcmwJvt* 
be  personally  c<mvinced  of  the  truth  of  the  chafp 
under  which  he  suffered. 

"Time  rolled  on— the  memory  of  Constantine  wu 
rcmemberetl  almost  hkethat  ot  a  saint,  and  the  re- 
spect paid  to  it  threw  into  shadow  the  anecdote  (^ 
his  son's  death.  The  exigencies  of  the  state  rendered 
it  difficult  to  keep  so  large  a  sum  in  specie  in vt^tcd  in 
a  statue,  which  called  to  mind  the  unpleasant  fail- 
ings of  so  great  a  man.  Your  Iinpenal  Highness": 
predecessors  applied  the  metal  wnicli  formed  !h^ 
statue  to  supi>ort  the  Turkish  wars' ;  and  the  r?- 
morse  and  penance  of  Constantine  died  away  in  ih^ 
obscure  tradition  of  the  church  or  of  the  palace.  SnU, 
however,  unless  your  Imperial  Majesty  has  stroiia 
reasons  to  the  contrary,  1  should  give  it  as  my  opin- 
ion, that  you  will  hardly  achieve  what  is  due  to  the 
memory  of  the  greatest  of  your  predt'cessors,  unle*- 
you  give  this  unfortunate  criminal,  being  so  near  a 
relation  of  your  own.  an  opportunity  of  pleading  his 
cause  lK>fore  passing  by  the  altar  of  rofuge ;  being  the 
name  which  is  commonly  given  to  the  monument  of 
the  unfortunate  Crispus.  son  of  Constantino  althou^ 
now  dcnrived  l>oth  of  the  golden  letters  which  cum- 
pose^l  the  inscription,  and  the  golden  image  ^^hvik 
represented  the  royal  suirerer." 

A  mournful  strain  of  music  was  now  heard  to  as- 
cend the  stair  so  often  mentioned. 

"If  I  must  hear  the  Caesar  Nicephorus  Bricnnitis 
ere  he  pass  the  altar  of  refuge,  there  must  be  no  Iok 
of  time,"  said  the  Emperor ;  '  for  these  inelanch(>iy 
sounds  announce  that  tic  has  already  approached  w 
Hallof  Judement." 

Both  the  imperial  ladies  l>egan  instantly,  with  the 
utmost  earnestness,  to  deprecate  the  execution  of  the 
Caesar's  doom,  and  to  conjure  Alexius,  as  he  hoped 
for  quiet  in  his  household,  and  the  everlasting  grati- 
tude of  his  wife  and  daughter,  that  he  would  lutento 
their  entreaties  in  behalt  of  an  unfortunate  man,  who 
had  been  seduced  into  guilt,  but  not  from  his  heart 

"  I  will  at  least  see  him,"  said  the  Emperor,  "  and 
the  holy  vow  of  Constantine  shall  be  in  the  presdit 
instance  strictly  observed.  Hut  remember,  you  fool- 
ish women,  that  the  state  of  Crispus  and  the  present 
C./Sesar,  is  as  different  as  guilt  from  innocence,  and 
that  their  fates,  therefore^  may  be  justly  decided  upon 
opposite  principles,  and  with  opposite  results.  But  I 
will  confront  this  criminal :  ana  you.  Patriarch,  may 
bo  present  to  render  what  h(Jp  is  in  your  power  lo  a 
dying  man :  for  you,  the  wife  and  mother  of  the  trai- 
tor, you  will,  melhinks,  do  well  to  retire  to  the  church, 
ana  pray  God  for  the  soul  of  the  deceased,  rather  ibin 
disturb  tiis  last  moments  with  unavailing  lamenta- 
tions." 

"  Alexius,"  said  the  Empress  Irene,  "I  beseech  you 
to  be  contented;  be  assured  that  we  will  not  Icafe 
you  in  tin's  dogged  humour  of  blood-sbeddinff,  lest  yen 
make  such  materials  for  history  as  are  fitter  for  the 
time  of  Nero  than  of  Consttnttne." 

The  Emperor,  without  rep}r,  led  the  way  into  the 
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Hall  of  Judgment,  where  a  much  etronffer  light  then 
usual  was  already  shining  up  the  stair  of  Acheron, 
(rom  which  were  heard  to  sound,  by  sullen  and  inter- 
mitted fits,  the  penitential  psalms  which  the  Qreek 
church  has  appointed  to  be  sung  at  executions. 
Twenty  mute  slaves,  the  pale  colour  of  whose  turbans 
gave  a  ghastly  look  to  the  withered  cast  of  their  fea- 
tures, and  the  glaring  whiteness  of  their  eyeballs^ 
ascended  two  by  two,  as  it  were  from  the  bowels  of 
the  earth,  each  of  them  bearing  in  one  hand  a  naked 
sabre,  and  in  the  other  a  Ugh  ted  torch.    After  these 
came  the  unfortunate  Nicephorus ;  his  looks  were 
those  of  a  man  half-dead  from  the  terror  of  immedi- 
ate dissolution,  and  what  he  possessed  of  remaining 
attention,  was  turned  successively  to  two  black-stoied 
monks,  who  were  anxiously  repeating  religious  pas- 
sages to  him  alternately  m>m  the  Greek  scripture, 
and  the  form  of  devotion  adopted  by  the  court  of 
ConstantinqpleL    The  Ciesar's  dress   also  corres- 
ponded to  his  rooumAil  fortunes :  His  legs  and  arms 
were  bare,  and  a  simple  white  tunic,  the  neck  of 
which  was  already  open^  showed  that  he  had  as- 
sumed the  sarments  which  were  to  serve  his  last 
turn.    A  tau  muscular  Nubian  slave,  who  considered 
hims^  obviously  as  the  principal  person  in  the  pro- 
cession, bore  on  his  shoulder  a  large  heavy  heads- 
man's axe,  and,  like  a  demon  waiting  on  a  sorcerer, 
stalked  step  for  step  after  his  victim.    The  rear  of  the 
procession  was  closed  by  a  band  of  four  priests,  each 
of  whom  chanted  from  time  to  time  the  devotional 
psalm  which  was  thundered  forth  on  the  occasion ; 
and  another  of  slaves,  armed  with  bows  and  quivers, 
and  with  lanoes,  to  resist  any  attempt  at  rescue,  if 
such  should  be  offered. 

It  would  have  required  a  harder  heart  than  that  of 
the  unlucky  Princess  to  have  resisted  this  gloomy  ap- 
paratus of  fear  and  sorrow,  surrounding,  at  the  same 
time  directed  against,  a  beloved  object,  the  lover  of 
her  youth,  and  the  husband  of  her  bosom,  within  a 
few  minutes  of  the  termination  of  his  mortal  career. 

As  the  mournful  train  approached  towards  the  altar 
of  refug&  half-encircled  as  it  now  was  by  the  two 
great  and  expanded  arms  which  projected  fipom  the 
wall,  the  Emperor,  who  stood  directly  in  the  passage, 
threw  upon  toe  flame  of  the  altar  some  chips  of  aro- 
matic wood,  steeped  in  spirit  of  wine,  which,  leaping 
at  once  into  a  blaze,  illuminated  the  doleful  proces- 
sion, the  figure  of  the  principal  culprit,  and  the  slaves, 
who  had  most  of  them  extinguished  their  flambeaux 
so  soon  as  they  had  served  the  purpose  of  lifting 
them  up  the  staircase. 

The  sudden  light  spread  from  the  altar  failed  not  to 
make  the  Emperor  and  the  Princesses  visible  to  the 
mournful  group  which  approached  through  the  hall. 
All  halted— all  were  silent.  It  was  a  meedng.  as  the 
Princess  has  expressed  herself  in  her  historical  work, 
such  as  took  place  betwixt  Ulysses  and  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  other  world,  who,  when  they  tasted  of  the 
blood  of  his  sacrifices,  recognised  him  indeed,  but 
with  empty  lamentations,  and  f^estures  feeble  and 
shadowy.  The  hymn  of  contrition  sunk  also  into 
silence ;  and,  of  the  whole  group,  the  only  figure  ren- 
dered more  distinct,  was  the  gigantic  executk>ner, 
whose  high  and  furrowed  forehead,  as  well  as  the 
broad  steel  of  his  axe,  caught  and  reflected  back  the 
bright  gleam  from  the  altar.  Alexius  saw  the  neces- 
sity ot  bredung  the  silence  which  ensued,  lest  it 
should  give  the  intercessors  for  the  prisoner  an  oppor- 
tunity of  renewins  their,  entreaties. 

**  r^icephorus  Brienniufl|,"  he  said,  with  a  voice 
which,  although  generally  interrupted  by  a  slight  hesi- 
tation, which  procured  him,  among  his  enemies,  the 
nickname  of  the  Stutterer,  yet,  upon  important  occa- 
sions like  Uie  present,  was  so  judiciously  tuned  and 
balanced  in  its  sentences,  that  no  such  defect  was  at 
all  visible—"  Nicephorus  Briennius,"  he  said,  "  late 
Caesar,  the  lawful  doom  hath  been  spoken,  that, 
having  conspired  against  the  life  of  thv  rightful  sove- 
reign and  anectionate  father,  Alexius  Comnenus,  thou 
sbalt  sufier  the  appropriate  sentence,  by  having  thy 
bead  struck  from  thy  body.  Here,  therefore,  at  the 
last  altar  of  refuge,  I  meet  thee,  according  to  the  vow 
of  the  immortal  Constantine,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
manding whether  thou  hast  any  thing  to  allege  why 


this  doom  should  not  be  exeeatedl  Even  at  this 
eleventh  hour,  thy  tongue  is  unloosed  to  speak  with 
freedom  what  may  concern  thy  hfe.  All  is  prepared 
in  this  world  and  m  the  next.  Look  forward  beyond 
yon  arch  wav— the  block  is  fixed.  Look  behind  thee, 
thou  see*8t  the  axe  already  sharpened— thy  place  for 
^ood  or  evil  in  the  next  world  is  already  determined- 
time  flies—eternity  approaches.  If  thou  hast  aught 
to  say,  speak  it  fteely— if  naught,  confess  the  Justice 
of  thy  sentence,  and  pass  on  to  death." 

The  Emperor  commenced  this  oration,  with  those 
looks  described  by  his  daughter  as  so  piercing,  that 
they  dazzled  like  lightning,  and  hisperiods.  if  not  pre- 
cisely flowing  like  burning  lava,  were  yet  the  accents 
of  a  man  havmg  the  power  of  absolute  command,  and 
as  such  produced  an  efiect  not  only  on  the  criminal, 
but  also  upon  the  Prince  himseU  whose  watery  eyes 
and  faltenng  voice  acknowledged  his  sense  and  feel- 
ing of  the  fatal  import  of  the  present  moment 

Rousing  himself  to  the  conclusion  of  what  he  had 
commenced,  the  Emperor  again  demanded  whether 
the  prisoner  had  any  thing  to  say  in  his  own  defence. 

Nica)horus  was  not  one  of  those  hardened  crimi 
nals  who  mav  be  termed  the  very  prodigies  of  history, 
from  the  coolness  with  which  tnev  contemplated  the 
consummation  of  their  crimes,  whether  in  their  own 
punishment,  or  the  misfortunes  of  others.  *''I  have 
been  tempted,"  he  said,  dropping  on  his  knees,  "  and 
I  have  fallen.  I  have  nothmg  to  allege  in  excuse  of 
my  folly  and  ingratitude ;  but  I  stand  prepared  to  die 
to  expiate  my  guilt"  A  deep  sLgh,  almost  amounting 
to  a  scream,  was  here  heard,  close  behind  the  Empe- 
ror, and  its  cause  assigned  by  the  sudden  exclamanon 
of  Irene,—"  My  lord!  my  lord  \  your  daughter  is 
gone  I"  And  in  fact  Anna  Comnena  had  sunk  into 
her  mother's  arms  without  either  sense  or  motion. 
The  father's  attention  was  instantly  called  to  support 
his  swooning  child,  while  the  unhappy  husband  strove 
with  the  fpiards  to  be  permitted  to  go  to  the  assist- 
ance of  his  wife.  "  CKve  me  but  five  minutes  of  that 
time  which  the^  law  has  abridged-^let  mv  efibrts  but 
assist  in  recalling  her  to  a  life  which  should  be  as 
long  as  her  virtues  and  her  talents  deserve;  and  then 
let  me  die  at  her  feet,  for  I  care  not  to  go  an  inch 
beyond." 

The  Emperor,  who  in  fact  had  been  more  asto- 
nished at  the  boldness  and  rashness  of  Nicephorus, 
than  alarmed  by  his  power,  considered  him  ai  a  man 
rather  misled  than  misleading  others,  and  felt  there- 
fore, the  full  efiect  of  this  last  interview.  He  was, 
besides,  not  naturally  cruel,  where  severities  were  to 
be  enforced  under  his  own  eye. 

**  The  divine  and  immortal  Constantine,"  he  saki, 
"did  not,  I  am  persuaded,  subject  his  descendants  to 
this  severe  trial,  in  order  further  to  search  out  the  in- 
nocence of  the  criminals,  but  rather  to  give  to  those 
who  came  after  him  an  opportunity  of  generously  for- 
giving a  crime  which  could  not,  without  pardon,  the 
express  pardon  of  the  Prince,  escape  without  punish- 
ment. I  rejoice  that  I  am  bom  of  the  willow  rather 
than  of  the  oak,  and  I  acknowledge  my  weakness, 
that  not  even  the  safety  of  my  own  fife,  or  resentment 
of  this  unhappy  man^s  treasonable  machmations, 
have  the  same  eflfect  v/ith  me  as  the  tears  of  my  wife 
and  the  swooning  of  my  daughter.  Rise  up,  Nice- 
phorus Briennhis,  fieely^rdoned.  and  restored  even 
to  the  rank  of  Cesar.  We  will  direct  thy  pardon  to 
be  made  out  by  thegreat  Logothete,  and  sealed  with 
the  golden  bull  For  four-and-twenty  hours  thou 
art  a  prisoner,  until  an  arrangement  is  made  for  pre- 
serving the  public  peace.  Mean  whil&  thou  wilt  re- 
main under  the  charge  of  the  Patriarch,  who  will  be 
answerable  for  thy  forthcoming.— Daughter  and  wife, 
you  must  now  go  hence  to  your  own  apartment;  a 
future  time  will  com&  during  which  you  may  have 
enough  of  weeping  and  embracing,  mourning  and  re- 
joicing. Prav  Heaven  that  If  who,  havmg  been 
trained  on  till  I  have  sacrificed  justice  and  true  policy' 
to  uxorious  compassion  and  paternal  tend^ness  of 
heart,  may  not  have  cause  at  last  for  grieving  in 
good  earnest  for  all  the  events  of  this  miscellaneous 
drama." 

The  pardoned  Caasar,  who  endeavoured  to  remilate 
his  ideas  according  to  this  unexpected  change,  found 


119 


TALES  OF  MY  LANDLORD. 


rciur.  zxxa 


it  as  diificalt  to  TBCondla  himself  to  the  realitr  of  his 
situation  as  Ursel  to  the  face  of  nature,  after  naving 
been  long  derived  of  enjoying  it ;  so  much  do  the 
dizziness  ana  confusion  of  idcasa,  occasioned  by  moral 
and  physical  causes  of  surprise  and  terror,  resemble 
each  other  in  thdr  effects  on  the  understanding. 

At  length  he  stammered  forth  a  request  that  be 
might  be  permit  ted  to  go  to  the  field  with  the  Emperor, 
and  divert,  by  the  interposition  of  his  own  body,  the 
traitorous  blows  which  some  desperate  man  might 
aim  against  that  of  his  Prince,  in  a  day  which  was 
too  likely  to  be  one  of  dan^r  and  bloodshed. 

"  Hold  there  I"  said  Alexius  Comnenus ;— **  we  will 
not  b^^  thy  newly-redeemed  life  by  renewed  doubts 
of  thine  allegiance;  yet  it  is  but  fitting  to  remind 
thee,  that  thou  art  still  the  nominal  and  ostensible 
head  of  those  who  expect  to  take  a  part  in  this  day's 
insurrection,  and  it  will  be  the  safest  course  to  trust 
^ts  pacification  to  others  than  to  thee.    Go,  sir,  com- 

8 are  notes  with  the  Patriarch,  and  merit  your  par- 
on  by  confessing  to  him  any  traitorous  intentions 
concerning  this  foul  conspiracy  with  which  we  may 
be  as  vet  unacquainted.— Daughter  and  wife,  fare- 
well !  I  must  now  depart  for  the  lists,  where  I  have 
to  speak  with  the  traitor  Achilles  Tatius  and  the 
heathenish  infidel  Agelastes,  if  he  still  lives,  but  of 
whose  providential  death  I  hear  a  confirmed  rumour." 

"  Yet  do  not  go,  my  dearest  father !"  said  the  Prin- 
cess ;  "  but  let  me  rather  go  to  encourage  the  loyal 
subjects  in  your  behalf.  Tiie  extreme  kindness  which 
you  have  extended  towards  my  guilty  husband,  con- 
vinces me  of  the  extent  of  your  anection  towsrds 
your  unworthy  daughter,  and  the  greatness  of  the 
sacrifice  which  you  have  made  to  her  almost  childish 
affection  for  an  ungrateful  man,  who  put  your  lifie  in 
danger." 

''That  is  to  say,  daughter,'*  said  the  Emperor, 
smiling.  "  that  the  pardon  of  your  husband  is  a  boon 
which  has  lost  its  merit  when  it  is  grsnted  1  Take 
my  advice,  Anna,  and  think  otherwise;  wives  and 
^  their  husbands  ought  in  prudence  to  forget  their  of- 
fences towards  each  other  as  soon  as  human  nature 
will  permit  them.  Life  is  too  short  and  conjugal 
tranquillity  too  uncertain,  to  admit  of  dwelling  long 
upon  such  irritating  subjects.  To  your  apartments, 
Princesses,  and  prepare  the  scarlet-buskins,  and  the 
embroidery  which  is  displayed  on  the  cufls  and  col- 
lars of  the  Cesar's  robe,  indicative  of  his  high  rank. 
He  must  not  be  seen  without  them  on  the  morrow.— 
Reverend  fsther,  I  remind  you  once  more  that  the 
Cesar  is  in  your  personal  custody  fi'om  this  moment 
until  to-morrow  at  the  same  hour.'* 

They  parted ;  the  Emperor  repairing  to  put  himself 
nt  the  head  of  his  Varangian  guards— the  Cesar,  un- 
der the  superintendence  of  the  Patriarch,  withdraw- 
ing into  the  interior  of  the  Blaoquemal  Palace,  where 
Nicephorus  Briennius  was  under  the  necessity  of 
"unthreading  the  rude  eye  of  rebellion,"  and  throw- 
ing such  lights  as  were  m  his  power  upon  the  pro- 
gress of  the  conspiracy. 

"Agelastes,"  he  said,  "Achilles  Tathis,  and  Here- 
ward  the  Varangian,  were  the  persons  pnncipallv  in- 
trusted in  its  progress.  But  whether  they  had  Seen 
dl  true  to  their  engagements,  he  did  not  pretend  to 
be  assured." 

In  the  female  apartments,  there  was  a  violent  dis- 
cussion betwixt  Anna  Comnena  and  her  mother. 
The  Princess  had  undergone  during  the  day  many 
changes  of  sentiment  and  feeling;  and  thoufi^h  they 
had  finally  united  themselves  into  one  strong  Interest 
m  her  husband's  favour,  yet  no  sooner  was  the  fesr 
of  his  punishment  removed,  than  the  sense  of  his  un- 
grateful behaviour  began  to  revive.  She  became  sen- 
sible also  that  a  woman  of  her  extraordinary  attain- 
ments, who  had  been  by  a  universal  course  of  flatter^' 
disposed  to  entertain  a  very  high  opinion  of  her  own 
conseouence,  made  rather  a  poor  figure  when  she  had 
been  the  passive  subiect  of  a  long  series  of  intrigues, 
by  which  she  was  destined  to  be  disposed  of  in  one 
wsy  or  the  other,  sccording  to  the  humour  of  a  set 
of  subordinate  oon.<<pirators,  who  never  so  much  as 
dreamed  of  regarding  her  as  a  being  capable  of  form- 
ing a  wish  in  her  own  hehalC  or  even  yielding  or  re- 
fusing a  consent.    Her  father's  authority  over  her, 


and  right  to  dispose  of  her,  was  leas  qoestiinaUi; 
but  even  then  it  was  somethiag  derogatory  to  tbe 
dignity  of  a  Princess  bom  in  the  purple— an  suthoren 
beskies,  and  giver  of  immortality— to  be  wxthoot  ha 
own  consent,  thrown,  as  it  were,  at  the  bead  novof 
one  suitor,  now  of  another,  however  mean  or  diifrat- 
ing,  whose  alliance  conld  for  the  time  benefit  tht 
Emperor.  The  consequence  of  these  moody  reflee- 
tions  was,  that  Anna  Comnena  deeply  tofled  in  tpn 
for  the  discovery  of  some  means  by  wiiich  the  mi^ 
assert  her  sullied  dignity,  and  vaiioas  were  the  dps* 
dients  which  she  revohred. 


CHAPTER  XXXIL 

Bat  now  dw  hand  of  fete  ts  oo  dw< 
And  brinja  Um  soenc  to  Ucat-JHm 

Tub  gigantic  trumpet  of  the  Varangians  sounded  is 
loudest  note  of  march,  and  the  squadrons  of  lb 
faithful  guards,  sheathed  in  complete  mail,  andendoi- 
ing  in  their  centre  the  person  of  their  Imperial  msaar, 
set  forth  upon  their  proeessinn  throa|^  the  streets  a 
Constantinople.  Toe  form  of  Alexnia,  giittaintt  is 
his  splendid  armour,  seemed  no  unmeet  oentialpent 
for  the  force  of  an  empire;  and  whfle  the  atnai 
crowded  in  the  tram  of  him  and  his  escort,  dsM 
might  be  seen  a  visible  difference  between  those  wko 
csme  with  the  pn^meditated  intention  of  tomolt,  ud 
the  greater  part,  whoi  Uke  the  multitude  of  eiwy 
great  city,  thrust  each  other,  and  abont  for  rsptsic 
on  account  of  any  cause  for  which  a  crowd  maj  bt 
collected  together.  Tlie  hope  of  the  ooDspiiators  we 
lodged  chiefly  in  the  Immortal  Guards,  who  vcr 
levied  principally  for  the  defence  of  ConstantiBopk 

Kartook  of  the  general  prejudices  of  the  citneBs,  aad 
ad  been  particularly  influenced  bj  those  in  ftvo« 
of  Ursel,  by  whom,  previous  to  bis  imprisonncK, 
they  had  themselves  been  commanded.  The  csS" 
spirators  had  determined  that  those  of  this  body  idi9 
were  considered  ss  most  discontented,  sbouki  nrly 
in  the  morning  take  possession  of  the  posts  m  tie 
lists  most  favourable  for  their  purpose  of  asssdoai 
the  Emperor's  person.  But,  in  spite  of  all  tfSorM 
shon  of  actual  violence,  for  which  the  time  did  oat 
seem  to  be  come,  they  found  themselves  disappoisirf 
in  this  purpose,  by  parties  of  the  Varan^n  gucdt 
planted  with  apparent  carelessness,  but,  m  fsct,  with 
perfect  skill,  for  the  prevention  of  their  enterprv- 
Somewhat  confounded  at  perceiving  that  a  wspt, 
which  they  could  not  suppose  to  be  suspected, «« 
nevertheless,  on  every  part  controlled  and  cottsm* 
checked,  the  conspirstors  began  to  look  for  tbepiv- 
cipal  persons  of  their  own  party,  on  whom  ibcy 
depended  for  orders  in  this  emergency ;  but  oeitkff 
the  Cesar  nor  Agelastes  was  to  be  seen,  whstkcra 
the  hsts  or  on  the  military  march  from  CoostastDo- 
pie ;  and  though  Achillea  Tatiua  rode  in  the  latar 
assembly,  yet  it  might  be  clearly  observed  that  hew 
rather  attending  upon  the  Protospathaire,  thao  » 
suming  that  indq)endence  as  an  officer  whidi  v 
loved  to  affect. 

In  this  manner,  as  the  Emperor  with  his  cittefiif 
bands  approached  the  phalanx  of  Tancied  sod  ks 
followers,  who  were  drawn  op,  it  will  be  renwiuberei 
upon  a  rising  cspe  between  the  city  snd  the  lisia  ^ 
main  body  of  the  Imperial  procession  deflected  a 
some  degree  from  the  straight  road,  in  order  to  mins 
past  them  without  interruption  ;  while  theProiovt- 
thaire  and  the  Acol>te  passed  under  the  esooit  oft 
band  of  Varangiana,  to  bear  the  Emperor's  ioqond 
to  Prince  Tancred^  concerning  the  purpose  of  ia 
being  there  with  his  band.  Tne  short  msrdi  «■ 
soon  performed— the  large  "trumpet  which  sttrtw  i 
the  two  officers  sounded  s  parley,  and  IVncnd  Iub- 
self,  remarkable  for  that  personal  oeanty  which  Tmm 
has  preferred  to  any  of  the  crusaders,  exorpt  RissiOi 
d'Estc,  the  crestore  of  his  own  poetical  imagination 
advanced  to  parley  with  them. 

"  The  Emperor  of  Greece,"  said  the  Pwion*- 
thaire,  to  Tancred,  "  reouires  the  Prince  of  OjJJJJ 
to  show,  by  the  two  high  officers  who  »hall  drtj 
him  this  message,  with  what  purpose  he  h«»  Tetuna, 
contrary  to  his  oath,  to  the  right  aide  of  these  ttx9» : 
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Msariiiir  Prince  Tancrad.  at  the 'same  time,  that 
nothing  will  so  much  please  the  Emperor,  as  to 
receive  an  answer  not  at  variance  with  his  treaty 
with  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  and  the  oath  which  was 
ttiken  by  the  crusading  nobles  and  their  soldiers; 
■noe  that  would  enable  the  Emperor,  in  conformity 
to  bia  own  wishes,  by  his  kind  reception  of  Prince 
Tuicred  and  his  troop,  to  show  how  high  is  his  esti- 
mation of  the  dignity  of  the  one^  and  the  bravery  of 
both — ^Wo  wait  an  answer." 

The  tone  of  the  message  had  nothing  in  it  very 
•larminA  and  its  substance  cost  Prince  Tancred  very 
little  trouble  to  answer.  "  The  cause^"  he  said,  **  of 
the  Prince  of  Otranto  appearing  here  with  fifty  lances, 
is  this  cartel  in  which  a  combat  is  appointed  betwixt 
Nicephorus  Briennins.  called  the  Cesar,  a  high  mem- 
ber of  this  empire^  and  a  worthy  knight  of  great  fame, 
the  partner  of  the  Pilgrims  who  have  taken  the 
CroBiL  in  their  high  vow  to  rescue  Palestine  from  the 
infidels.  The  name  of  the  said  Knight  is  the  re- 
doubted Robert  of  Paris.  It  becomes,  therefore,  an 
obligation,  indispensable  upon  the  Holy  Pilgrims  of 
the  Crusade,  to  send  one  chief  of  their  number,  with 
a  body  of  men-at-arms,  sufficient  to  see,  as  is  usual, 
fair  play  between  the  combatants.  That  such  is  their 
intention,  may  be  seen  from  their  sending  no  more 
than  fifty,  lances,  with  their  furniture  and  following ; 
whereas  it  would  have  cost  them  no  trouble  to  have 
detached  ten  times  the  number,  had  they  nourished 
any  purpose  of  inteifering  by  force,  or  disturbing  the 
fur  combat  which  is  about  to  take  place.  The  Prince 
of  Otranto,  therefore,  and  his  followers,  will  place 
themselves  at  the  disposal  of  the  Imperial  Court,  and 
witness  the  proceedings  of  the  combat,  with  the  most 
porfect  confidence  that  the  rules  of  fair  battle  will  be 
punctually  observed." 

The  two  Grecian  officers  transmitted  this  reply  to 
the  Emperor,  who  heard  it  with  pleasure,  and,  imme- 
diately proceeding  to  act  upon  the  principle  which  he 
had  laid  down,  of  maintaining  peace,  if  possible, 
with  the  crusaders,  named  Prince  Tancred  with  the 
Protospathaire  as  Field  Marshals  of  the  lists,  fully 
empowered,  under  the  Emperor,  to  decide  all  the 
terms  of  the  combat,  and  to  nave  recourse  to  Alexius 
himself  where  their  opinions  disagreed.  This  was 
made  known  to  the  assistants,  who  were  thus  pre- 
pared for  the  entrjr  into  the  lists  of  the  Grecian  officer 
and  the  Italian  prince  in  full  armour,  while  a  procla- 
mation announced  to  all  the  spectators  their  solemn 
office.  The  same  annunciation  commanded  the  as- 
sistants of  every  kind  to  clear  a  convenient  part  of 
the  seats  which  surrounded  the  lists  on  one  siae^hat 
it  might  serve  for  the  accommodation  of  Prince  Tan- 
cred's  followers. 

Achilles  Tatius,  who  was  a  heedful  observer  of  all 
these  passages,  saw  with  alarm,  that  by  the  last  col- 
location the  armed  Latins  were  interposed  between 
the  Immortal  Guards  and  the  discontented  citizens, 
which  made  it  most  probable  that  the  conspiracy 
was  discovered,  and  that  Alexius  found  he  had  a  good 
rif^t   to  reckon  upon  the  assistance  of  Tancred 
and  his  forces  in  the  task  of  suppressing  it    This, 
added  to  the  cold  and  caustic  manner  in  which  the 
Emperor  communicated  his  commands  to  him,  made 
the  Acolyte  of  oi>inion,  that  his  best  chance  of  escape 
from  the  danger  in  which  he  was  now  placed,  was, 
that  the  whole  conspiracy  should  fall  to  the  ground, 
and  that  the  day  should  pass  without  the  least  at- 
tempt to  shake  the  throne  of  Alexius  Comnenus. 
Even  then  it  continued  highly  doubtful,  whether  a 
despot,  so  wily  and  so  suspicious  as  the  Emperor, 
would  think  it  sufficient  to  rest  satisfied  with  the 
private  knowledge  of  the  undertaking,  and  its  failure, 
with  which  he  appeared  to  be  po8.ses8ed,  without 
putting  into  exercise  the  bow-stringn  and  the  blind- 
mg-irons  of  the  mutes  of  the  interior.    There  was, 
however,  litde  possibility  either  of  flight  or  of  resist- 
ance.   The  least  attempt  to  withdraw  himself  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  those  faithful  followers  of  the 
Emperor,  personal  foes  of  his  own,  by  whom  he  was 
gradually  and  more  closely  surrounded,  became  each 
moment  more  perilous,  and  more  certain  to  provoke 
a  rupture  which  it  was  the  interest  of  the  weaker 
party  to  delay,  with  whatever  difficulty.    And  while 


the  soldiers  imder  AchQWs  immediate  authority 
seemed  still  to  treat  him  as  their  superior  officer, 
and  appeal  to  him  for  the  word  of  command,  it  be- 
came more  and  more  evident  that  the  slightest  degree 
of  suspicion  which  should  be  excited,  would  be  the 
instant  signal  for  his  being  placed  under  arrest.  With 
a  trembling  heart,  therefore,  and  eyes  dimmed  by  the 
powerful  idea  of  soon  parting  with  the  light  ot  day, 
and  all  that  it  made  visible,  the  Acolyte  saw  himself 
condemned  to  watch  the  turn  of  circumstances,  over 
which  he  could,  have  no  influence,  and  to  content 
himself  with  waiting  the  result  of  a  drama,  in  which 
his  own  1^  was  concerned,  although  the  piece  was 
played  by  others.  Indeejd,  it  seemed  as  if  through  the 
whole  assembly  some  signal  was  waited  for,  which 
no  one  was  in  readiness  to  give. 

The  discontented  citizens  and  soldiers  looked  in 
vain  for  Agelastes  and  the  Cesar ;  and  when  they 
observed  the  condition  of  AchUles  Tatius,  it  seemed 
such  as  rather  to  express  doubt  snd  consternation, 
than  to  give  encouragement  to  the  hopes  they  had 
entertained.  Many  of  the  lower  classes,  however, 
felt  too  secure  in  their  own  insignificance  to  fear  the 
personal  consequences  of  a  tumult,  and  were  desir- 
ous, therefore,  to  provoke  the  disturbance,  which 
seemed  hashing  itself  to  sleep. 

A  hoarse  murmur,  which  attained  almost  the  im- 
portance of  a  shout,  exclaimed,—"  Justice;  justice  1^ 
Urael,  Ursel  I— The  rights  of  the  Immortal  Guards  1" 
4^.  At  this  the  trumpet  of  the  Varangians  awoke, 
and  its  tremendous  tones  were  heard  to  peal  loudly 
over  the  whole  assembly,  as  thevoiceof  its  presiding 
deity.  A  dead  silence  prevailed  in  the  multitude,  and 
the  voice  of  a  herald  announced,  in  the  name  of 
Alexius  Comnenus,  his  sovereign  will  and  pleasure. 

**  Citizens  of  the  Roman  empire,  your  complaints, 
stirred  up  by  factious  men.  have  reached  the  ear  of 
vour  Emperor ;  you  shall  yourselves  be  witness  to 
his  power  of  gratifying  his  people.  At  your  request, 
and  before  vour  own  sight^  the  visual  ray  which  hath 
been  quenched  shsU  be  re-illumined— the  mind  whose 
efforts  were  restricted  to  the  imperfect  supply  of  indi- 
vidual wants  shall  be  again  extended,  if  such  is  the 
owner's  will,  to  the  charge  of  an  ample  Theme  or 
division  of  the  empire.  Political  jealousy,  more  hard 
to  receive  conviction  than  the  blind  to  receive  sight, 
shall  yield  itself  conquered,  bv  the  Emperor's  pater- 
nal love  of  his  people,  and  his  desire  to  give  them  sat- 
isfaction. Ursel,  the  darling  of  your  wishes,  sup- 
posed to  be  long  dead,  or  at  least  believed  to  exist  m 
olinded  seclusion,  is  restored  to  you  well  in  health, 
clear  in  eyesight,  and  possessed  of  every  faculty  neces- 
sary loadorn  the  Emperor's  favour,  or  merit  the  affec- 
tion of  the  people." 

As  the  herald  thus  spok&  a  figure,  which  had  hith- 
erto stood  shrouded  behind  some  omcers  of  the  inte- 
rior, now  stepped  forth,  and  flinging  from  him  a 
dusky  veil,  in  which  he  was  wrapt,  appeared  in  a 
dazzhng  scarlet  garment,  of  which  the  sleeves  and 
buskins  displayed  those  ornaments  which  expressed 
a  rank  nearlv  adjacent  to  that  of  the  Emperor  him- 
self. He  held  in  his  hand  a  silver  truncheon,  the 
badge  of  delegated  command  over  the  Immortal 
Guards,  and.  kneeling  before  the  Emperor,  presented 
it  to  his  hands^  intimating  a  virtual  resignation  of  the 
command  which  it  implied.  The  whole  assembly 
were  electrified  at  the  appearance  of  a  person  long 
supposed  either  dead,  or  by  cruel  means  rendered 
incapable  of  public  trust  Some  recognised  the  man 
whose  appearance  and  features  were  not  easily  fonsot, 
and  gratulated  him  upon  his  most  unexpected  return 
to  the  service  of  his  country.  Others  stood  suspended 
in  amazement  not  knowing  whether  to  trust  their 
eyes,  while  a  few  determined  malecontents  eagerly 
pressed  upon  the  assembly  an  allegation  tliat  the  per- 
son presented  as  Ursel  was  only  a  counterfeit,  and 
the  whole  a  trick  of  the  Emperor. 

"  Speak  to  them,  noble  Ursel,"  said  the  Emperor. 
'^Tell  them,  that  it  I  have  sinned  against  thee,  it  has 
been  because  I  was  deceived,  and  that  my  disposition 
tQ  make  thee  amends  is  as  ample  as  ever  was  my  pur* 
pose  of  doing  thee  wrong." 

"Friends  and  countrymen,"  said  Ursel,  turning 
himself  to  the  assembly,  "  his  Imperial  Migesty  per* 
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mils  mo  to  offer  my  assurance,  that  if  in  any  former 
part  of  my  life  I  have  suffered  nt  his  hanri,  it  is  more 
than  wiped  out  hy  the  feehngs  of  a  moment  so  glori- 
ous  as  this;  and  that  I  am  well  satisfied^  from  the 
present  instant,  to  spend  what  remains  of  niy  life  in 
the  service  of  tlie  most  generous  and  benencent  of 
sovereigns,  or.  with  his  permission,  to  licstow  it  in 
preparing,  by  devotional  exercises,  for  an  infinite  im- 
mortality to  be  spent  in  the  society  of  saints  and 
angels.  Wiiichcver  choice  I  shall  make,  I  reckon 
that  you,  my  beloved  countrymen,  who  have  remem- 
bered IDC  so  kimily  during  years  of  darkness  and 
captivity,  will  not  fail  to  afford  me  the  advantage  of 
your  prayers." 

Tins  sudden  apparition  of  the  long-lost  Ursel  had 
too  much  of  that  which  elevates  and  surprises  not  to 
captivate  thr*  multitude,  and  they  sealed  their  recon- 
cilcation  with  three  tremendous  shouts^  which  are 
said  so  to  have  shaken  the  air,  that  birds,  incapable  of 
sustaining  themselves,  sunk  down  exhausted  out  of 
their  native  clement. 


CHAPTER  XXXIIL 

"  What,  Inave  the  combat  out  i"  exclaimed  the  knicht 
"  Yea  I  or  we  muMt  renounce  the  Htagyrite." 
"8u  large  a  crowd  the  staire  will  ue'er  contain." 
— "  Then  build  anew,  or  act  it  on  a  plain."-PoPB. 

The  sounds  of  the  gratulating  shout  had  expanded 
over  the  distant  shores  of  the  Bosphorus  by  moun- 
tain and  forest,  and  died  at  length  in  the  farthest 
echoes,  when  the  people,  in  the  silence  which  ensued, 
appeared  to  ask  each  other  what  next  scene  was 
about  to  adoni  a  pause  so  solemn  and  a  stage  so 
august.  The  pause  would  probably  have  soon  given 
place  to  some  new  clamour,  for  a  nmltitudn,  from 
whatever  cause  assembled,  seldom  remains  long 
silent,  had  not  a  new  signal  from  the  Varangian 
trumpet  given  notice  of  a  fri'sh  purpose  to  solicit  their 
attention.  The  blast  had  something  in  its  tone  spirit- 
stirring  and  yet  melancholy,  partaking  both  ot  the 
character  of  a  point  of  war,  and  the  doleful  sounds 
which  might  be  chosen  to  announce  an  execution  of 
peculiar  solemnity.  Its  notes  were  high  and  wdely 
extended,  and  prolonged  and  long  dwelt  upon,  as  if 
the  brazen  clamour  had  been  waked  by  something 
more  tremendous  than  the  lungs  of  mere  mortals. 

The  multitude  apiwared  to  acknowleiige  these 
awful  sounds,  which  were  indeed  such  as  habitually 
solicited  their  nttciition  to  Imperial  edicts  of  melan- 
choly import,  by  which  rebellions  were  announced, 
dooms  of  treason  discharged,  and  other  tidings  of 
a  groat  and  aflecting  import  intimated  to  the  ix-ople 
of  Constantinople.  When  the  trumpet  had  in  its 
turn  ceased,  with  its  thrilling  and  doleful  notes,  to 
agitate  the  immense  assembly,  the  voice  of  (he  herald 
again  addressed  them. 

It  announced  in  a  grave  and  affecting  strain,  that 
it  sometimes  chanced  how  the  people  failed  in  their 
duty  to  a  sovereign,  who  was  unto  them  as  a  father, 
and  how  it  became  the  painful  duty  of  the  prince  to 
use  the  rod  of  correction  rather  than  the  olive  sceptre 
of  mercy. 

"  Fortunate,''  continuwl  the  herald,  it  is,  when  the 
supreme  Deity,  having  taken  on  himself  the  preserva- 
tion of  a  throne,  in  beneficcncu  and  justice  resem- 
bling his  own.  has  also  assumed  the  most  painful 
task  of  his  earthly  delegate,  by  punishing  those  whom 
hin  unerring  Judgment  acknowledges  most  guilty, 
and  leavini;  to  his  substitute  the  more  agreeable  task 
of  pardoning  such  of  those  as  art  has  misled,  and 
treachery-  hath  involved  in  its  snares. 

"  Such  bring  the  case.  Greece  and  its  accompany- 
ing Themes,  arc  called  upon  to  listen  and  learn 
that  a  villain,  named  Agelastes,  who  had  insinuated 
himself  into  the  favour  of  the  em|x?ror,  by  affectation 
of  deep  knowli>dgc  and  severe  virtue,  had  formed  a 
treacherous  plan  for  the  munlcr  of  the  Emperor 
Alexius  Comncniis,  and  a  revolution  in  the  state. — 
This  person,  who,  under  pretended  wisdom,  liid  the 
doctrines  of  a  heretic  and  the  vices  of  a  sensualist, 
had  found  proselytes  to  his  doctrines  even  among  the 
Emperor's  household,  and  those  persons  who  were 


most  bound  to  him,  and  down  to  the  lower  order, 
to  excite  the  last  of  whom,  were  dispersed  a  multi- 
tude of  forged  rumours,  similar  to  those  concerning 
Ursel's  death  and  blindness,  of  which  your  own  eyes 
have  witnessed  the  falsehood." 

The  people,  who  had  hitherto  listened  in  silence, 
upon  this  appeal  broke  forth  in  a  clamorous  assent. 
They  had  scarcely  been  again  silent,  ere  the  iron- 
voiced  herald  continued  his  proclamation. 

" Not  Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram,"  he  said,  "had 
more  justly,  or  more  du-ectly,  fallen  under  the  doom 
of  an  offended  Deity,  than  this  villain.  Agelastes. 
The  steadfast  earth  gaped  to  devour  the  apostate 
sons  of  Israel,  but  the  termination  of  this  wretchf^i 
man's  existence  has  been,  as  far  as  can  now  lie 
known,  by  the  direct  means  of  an  evil  spirit,  whom 
his  own  arts  had  evoked  into  the  upper  air.  Hy  the 
spirit,  as  would  appear  by  the  testimony  of  a  noble 
lady,  and  other  females,  who  witnessed  the  termina- 
tion of  his  li£a^  ^elastes  was  strangled,  a  fate  well 
becoming  his  odious  crimes.  Such  a  death,  even  of 
a  guilty  man,  must,  indc^,  be  most  painful  to  the 
humane  feelings  of  the  Emperor,  because  it  in\olvrs 
suffering  beyond  this  world.  But  the  awful  catas- 
tr(q[)he  carries  with  it  this  comfort,  that  it  absolves 
the  Em|>eror  from  the  necessity  of  carrying  any  far- 
ther a  vengeance  which  Heaven  itself  seems  to  h.ivp 
limited  to  the  exemplary  punishment  of  the  pnncipai 
conspirator.  Some  changes  of  offices  and  feituations 
shall  be  made,  for  tho  sake  of  safety  and  good  order: 
but  the  secret,  who  had  or  who  had  not,  b«v,-n  cun- 
cerned  in  tliis  awful  crime,  shall  sleep  in  the  l>osoni» 
of  the  persons  themselves  implicated,  since  the  Em- 
peror is  determined  to  dismiss  their  offence  from  fii!» 
memory,  as  the  effect  of  a  transient  delusion.  Ltt 
all,  therefore,  who  now  hear  me,  whatever  cnii- 
sciousness  they  may  possess  of  a  knowledge  of  what 
was  this  day  intended,  return  to  their  houses,  assurni 
that  their  own  thoughts  will  be  their  only  puni<ii- 
ment.  Let  them  rejoice  that  Almighty  jpoodnoss  hns 
saved  them  from  the  meditations  o^  their  own  he.trts 
and.  according  to  the  aflccting  language  of  Scri;>tiirr, 
— '  Let  them  repent  and  sin  no  more,  lest  a  worsi^ 
thing  befall  them.'  " 

The  voice  of  the  herald  then  ceased,  and  was  again 
answered  by  the  shouts  of  the  audience.  These  were 
unanimous;  for  circumstances  contributed  to  con- 
vince the  maleconient  party  that  they  stood  at  th^ 
Sovereign's  mercy,  ana  the  edict  that  they  heard 
having  shown  his  acquaintance  with  their  guilt,  it 
lay  at  his  pleasure  to  let  loose  upon  them  the  strtrtigrh 
of'^the  Varangians,  while,  from  the  terms  on  which 
it  had  pleaseoT  him  to  receive  Tancn^d,  it  was  proba- 
ble that  the  Apuleian  forces  were  also  at  his  di.siosal. 

The  voices,  therefore,  of  the  bulky  Stephanos,  of 
Han^ax  the  centurion,  and  other  rebels,  both  of  the 
camp  and  city,  were  the  first  to  thunder  forth  their 

Sratitude  for  the  clemency  of  the  Emperor,  and  thdr 
tanks  to  Heaven  for  his  preservation. 

The  audience,  reconciled  to  the  thoughts  of  the 
discovered  and  frustrated  conspiracy,  btcan  mean 
time,  according  to  their  custom,  to  turn  themselves 
to  the  consideration  of  the  matter  which  had  more 
avowedly  called  them  together,  and  private  whis- 
pers, swelling  by  degrees  into  murmurs,  began  to 
express  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  citizens  at  bcinjir 
thus  long  assembled,  without  receiving  any  conimu- 
nicatk>n  respecting  the  announced  purpose  of  their 
meeting. 

Alexius  was  not  slow  to  perceive  the  tendenc>-  of 
their  thoutihts ;  and^  on  a  signal  from  his  hand,  tbe 
trumpets  blew  a  point  of  war,  in  soimds  far  more 
lively  than  those  which  had  prefaced  the  Imperial 
edict.  "  Robcrt|  Count  of  Paris."  then  said  a  herald, 
"  art  thou  hero  m  thy  place,  or  by  knightlv  proxy,  to 
answer  the  challenge  brought  against  thee  by  his 
Iniperial  Hichness  Nicephorus  Brienniusi  VttMiTo( 
this  empire?" 

The  Emperor  conceived  himself  to  have  equaliv 
provided  against  the  actual  appearance  at  this  call 
of  either  of  the  parties  named,  and  had  prepared  an 
exhibition  of  another  kind,  namdy,  certain  cagrs. 
tenanted  by  wild  animals,  which  being  now  loos- 
ened, should  do  their  pleasure  witli  each  other  in  the 
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eyea  of  the  assembly.  His  astonishment  and  con- 
fusion, therafore,  were  /ntsat,  when,  as  the  last  note 
<if  the  proclamation  died  in  the  echo,  Count  Robert 
of  Pans  stood  forth,  armed  cap-arpie.  his  mailed 
charger  led  behind  him  from  within  the  curtained 
enclosure,  at  one  end  of  the  hsts,  as  if  ready  to 
mount  at  the  signal  of  the  marshal. 

The  alarm  and  the  shame  that  were  visible  in 
every  countenance  near  the  Imperial  presence,  when 
no  Cesar  came  forth  in  like  fashion  to  confront  the 
formidable  Frank,  wwe  not  of  long  duration.  Hardly 
had  the  style  and  title  of  the  Count  of  Paris  been 
duly  announced  by  the  heralds,  and  their  second 
summons  of  his  antagonist  uttered  in  due  form, 
when  a  person  dressed  like  one  of  the  Varan»an 
Guards,  sprung  into  the  lists,  and  announced  him- 
self as  ready  to  do  battle  in  the  name  and  place  of 
the  Ciesar  Nicephorus  Briennius,  and  for  the  honour 
of  the  empire. 

Alexius,  with  the  utmost  joy,  beheld  this  unex- 
pected assistance,  and  readily  gave  his  consent  to 
the  bold  soldier  who  stood  thus,  forward  in  the  hour 
of  utmost  need,  to  take  upon  himself  the  dangerous 
office  of  champion.  He  the  more  readily  aoauiesced. 
as,  from  the  siie  and  appearance  of  the  soldier,  and 
the  gallant  bearing  he  displayed,  he  had  no  doubt  of 
his  mdividual  person,  and  fully  confided  in  his  valour. 
But  Prince  Tancred  mterposed  his  opposition. 

"  The  lists,"  he  said,  *'  were  only  open  to  knights 
and  nobles ;  or,  at  any  rate,  men  were  not  permitted 
to  meet  therein  who  were  not  of  some  equaUty  of 
birth  and  blood ;  nor  could  he  remain  a  silent  wit- 
ness where  the  laws  of  chivalry  were  in  such  respects 
forsrotten." 

*^Let  Count  Robert  of  Paris,"  said  the  Varangian, 
"  look  upon  my  countenances  and  say  whether  he 
has  not,  by  promise,  removed  all  objection  to  our 
contest  wnich  might  be  founded  upon  an  inequality 
of  condition,  and  let  him  be  judge  himself^  whether, 
by  meeting  me  in  this  field,  he  will  do  more  than 
comply  with  a  compact  which  he  has  long  since 
became  bound  by  " 

Count  Robert,  upon  this  appeal,  advanced  and 
acknowledged,  without  further  debate,  that,  notwith- 
standing their  difference  of  rank,  he  held  himself 
bound  by  his  solemn  word  to  give  this  valiant  soldier 
a  meetinig;  in  the  field.  That  he  regretted,  on  acootmt 
of  this  gallant  man's  eminent  virtues,  and  the  high 
services  ne  had  reoeived-athis  hands,  that  they  should 
now  stand  upon  terms  of  such  bloody  arbitration  ; 
but  since  nothing  was  more  common,  than  that  the 
fate  of  war  called  on  friends  to  meet  each  other  in 
mortal  combat,  he  would  not  shrink  from  the  en- 
gagement he  had  pledged  himself  to ;  nor  did  he  think 
nis  quality  in  the  slightest  degree  infringed  or  dimin- 
ished,  by  meeting  in  oattie  a  warrior  so  well  known 
and  of  such  sood  account  as  Hereward.  the  brave 
Tarangian.  He  added,  that  "  he  willingly  admitted 
that  the  combat  should  take  place  on  foot,  and  with 
the  battle-axe,  which  was  the  ordinary  weapon  of  the 
Varangian  guard." 

Herewara  had  stood  still,  almost  like  a  statue^ 
while  this  discourse  passed ;  but  when  the  Count  of 
Paris  had  made  this  speech,  he  inclined  himself  to- 
wards him  with  a  graceful  obeisance,  and  expressed 
himself  honoured  and  gratified  by  the  manly  manner 
in  which  the  Coimt  acquitted  himself,  according  to 
his  promise,  with  complete  honour  end  fidelity. 

"  What  we  are  to  do,"  said  Count  Robert  vrith  a 
sigh  of  resret,  which  even  his  love  of  battle  could  not 
prevent,  let  us  do  auickly ;  the  heart  may  be  afl^ted, 
but  the  nand  must  do  its  duty." 

Hereward  assented,  with  the  additional  remark, 
"  I^t  us  then  lose  no  more  time,  which  is  ahready 
fiying  fast."  And,  grasphig  his  axe,  he  stood  pre- 
pared for  combat 

"I  also  am  ready,"  said  Count  Robert  of  Paris, 
taking  the  same  weapon  from  a  Varanman  soldier, 
who  stood  by  the  lists.  Both  were  immediately  upon 
the  alert,  nor  did  further  forms  or  circumstances  put 
ofiTthe  intended  duel. 

The  first  blows  were  given  and  parried  with  great 
eaotion,  and  Prince  Tancred  and  others  th9ught  that 
on  the  part  of  Count  Robert  the  caution  was  much 


greater  than  usual  j  but,  in  combat  as  in  food,  the 
appetite  increases  with  the  exercise.  The  fiercer  pas- 
sions began,  as  usual,  to  awaken  with  the  clash  of 
arms  and  the  sense  of  deadly  blows,  some  of  which 
were  made  with  great  fury  on  either  side,  and  parried 
with  considerable  difficulty,  and  not  so  completely 
but  what  blood  fiowed  on  both  their  parts.  The 
Greeks  looked  with  astonishment  on  a  single  com- 
bat, such  as  they  had  seldom  witnessed,  and  held 
theu*  breath  as  they  beheld  the  furious  blows  dealt  by 
either  warrior,  and  expected  with  each  stroke  the 
annihilation  of  one  or  other  of  the  combatants.  As 
yet  their  strength  and  agility  seemed  somewhat 
equally  tmatchea,  although  tliose  who  judged  with 
more  pretension  to  knowTedgej  were  of  opimon,  that 
Count  Robert  spared  putting  forth  some  part  of  the 
military  skill  for  which  he  was  celebrated ;  and  the 
remark  was  generally  made  and  allowed,  that  he  had 
surrendered  a  great  advantage  by  not  insisting  upon 
his  right  to  fight  upon  horseback.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  trie  general  opinion  that  the  gallant 
Varangian  omitted  to  take  advantage  of  one  or  two 
opportunities  afibrded  him  by  the  hfeat  of  Count  Ro- 
bert's temper,  who  obviously  was  incensed  at  the 
duration  ot  the  combat. 

Accident  at  length  seemed  about  to  decide  what 
had  been  hitherto^  an  equal  contest.  Count  Ro- 
bert, making  a  feint  on  one  side  of  his  antago- 
nist, struck  him  on  the  other,  which  was  uncovered, 
with  the  edge  of  his  weapon,  so  that  the  Varangian 
reeled,  and  seemed  in  the  act  of  falhng  to  the  earth. 
The  usual  sound  made  by  spectators  at  the  sight  of 
any  painful  or  unpleasant  circumstance,  by  drawing 
the  breath  between  the  teeth,  was  suddenly  heard  to 
pass  through  the  assembly,  while  a  female  voice  loud 
and  eagerly  exclaimed,—  Count  Robert  of  Paris  !— 
forffet  not  this  day  that  thou  owest  a  life  to  Heaven 
ana  me."  The  Count  was  in  the  act  of  again  second- 
ing his  blow,  with  what  effect  could  hardly  be  judged, 
when  this  cry  reached  his  ears,  and  apparently  took 
away  his  disposition  for  further  combat. 

"l  acknowledge  the  debt,"  he  said,  smklng  hu 
battle-axe,  and  retreating  two  steps  from  his  antago- 
nist, who  stood  in  astonishment,  scarcely  recovered 
from  the  stunning  effect  of  the  blow  by  which  he  was 
so  nearly  prostrated.  He  sank  the  blade  of  his  battle- 
axe  in  imitation  of  his  antagonist,  and  seemed  to  wait 
in  suspense  what  was  to  be  the  next  process  of  the 
combat.  "  I  adinowledge  my  debt,"  saki  the  valiant 
Count  of  Paris,  "  alike  to  Bo'tha  of  Britain  and  to 
the  Almighty,  who  has  preserved  me  from  the  crime 
of  ungrateful  blood-guiltiness.— You  have  seen  the 
fight,  gentlemen,"  turning  to  Tancrsd  and  his  chi- 
valry, and  can  testify,  on  vour  honour,  that  it  has 
been  maintained  fairly  on  both  sides,  and  w&jiout 
advantage  on  either.  I  presume  my  honourable  an- 
tagonist lias  by  this  time  satisfied  the  desire  which 
brought  me  under  his  challenge,  and  which  certainly 
had  no  taste  in  it  of  personal  or  private  quarrel.  On 
my  part,  I  retain  towards  him  such  a  sense  of  per- 
sonal obligation  as  would  render  my  continuuig  this 
combat,  unless  compelled  to  it  by  self-delinice,  a 
shameful  and  sinful  action." 

Alexius  gladly  embraced  the  terms  of  truce,  which 
he  was  far  from  expectmg,  and  threw  down  his 
warder,  in  signal  that  the  duel  was  ended.  Tancred, 
though  somewhat  surprised,  and  perhaps  even  scan- 
dalized, that  a  private  soldier  of  the  Emperor's  guard 
should  have  so  long  resisted  the  utmost  efforts  of  so 
approved  a  knight,  could  not  but  own  that  the  com- 
bat had  been  fouight  with  perfect  fairness  and  equality, 
and  decided  upon  terms  dishonourable  to  neither 
party.  The  Count's  character  being  well  known  and 
established  amongst  the  crusaders,  they  were  com- 
pelled to  beheve  that  some  motive  of  a  most  potent 
nature  formed  the  principle  upon  which,  very  contrary 
to  his  general  practice^  he  had  proposed  a  cessatk>n 
of  the  combat  oefbre  it  was  brought  to  a  deadly,  or 
at  least  to  a  decisive  concluaon.  The  edict  oi  the 
Emperor  upon  the  occasion,  therefore,  passed  into  a 
law,  acknowledged  by  the  assent  of  the  chiefs  pre* 
sent,  and  eqiecially  affirmed  and  gretulaled  by  the 
shouts  of  the  assembled  spectators. 

But  perhaps  the  most  interesting  figure  m  the  ■«- 
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Bomb)y  was  that  of  the  bold  Varangian,  arrived  eo 
8uddi:nly  at  a  promotion  of  military  rcnoun,  which 
the  t;xrrtnie  difficulty  he  had  txptrientrt-d  in  kccpinp; 
his  grurnd  against  (.'ount  UobtTt  iind  prevented  him 
from  aiiiicipatiiig,  alilioiiuh  his  modesty  had  not  di- 
niiniehcxi  the  indomitable  courage  with  which  he 
maintained  the  cuntcst.  He  stood  in  the  middle  of 
the  liniti.  his  face  ruddy  with  the  exertion  of  the  com- 
bat, ana  not  less  so  from  the  modest  consciou^<ness 
proper  to  the  plainness  and  simplicityof  his  character, 
which  was  diiiconcerted  by  (iiidiiiK  himself  the  central 
point  of  the  uiazc  of  the  multitude. 

'*  Speak  to  me,  my  soldier."  said  Alexius,  strongly 
aflectc-d  by  the  gratitude  which  he  felt  was  due  to 
Il*»rewaTd  upon  so  singular  an  occasion,  "  ^pcuk  to 
thine  Kmpcror  as  his  sui;»ehor,  for  such  thou  art  at  this 
moment,  and  tell  him  if  there  is  any  manner,  even 
at  the  expense  of  half  his  kingdom,  to  atone  for  his 
own  life  saved,  and,  what  is  yet  dearer,  for  the  honour 
of  his  <'ountry,  which  thou  hast  eo  manfully  defended 
and  preserved  ?" 

"  My  Lord."  answered  Hereward,  "  your  Imperial 
Highness  values  mv  poor  services  over  highlv,  and 
ought  to  attribute  tfiem  to  the  noble  Count  uf  I'aris, 
first,  for  his  condescending  to  accept  of  an  antagonist 
80  mean  in  quality  as  myself;  and  next,  in  generously 
relinquishing^  victory  when  he  might  have  achieved  it 
by  an  additional  blow ;  for  I  here  confess  before  your 
3iajesty,  my  brethren,  and  the  assembled  Grecfans, 
that  my  power  of  protracting. the  combat  was  ended, 
when  the  gallant  Count,  by  liiB  generosity,  put  a  stop 
to  it." 

"Do  not  thyself  that  wrong,  brave  man,"  said 
Count  Robert :  "for  I  vow  to  our  Lady  of  the  Hroken 
Lances,  that  the  combat  was  yit  within  the  undeter- 
mined Quom  of  Providence,  when  the  pressure  of  my 
own  feelings  rendered  me  incapable  of  continuing  it, 
to  the  necessary  harm,  perhaps  to  the  mortal  damage, 
of  an  antagonist  to  whom  1  owe  so  much  kindm^ss. 
Choose,  therefore-,  the  recompense  which  the  gene- 
rosity of  thy  Kmperor  offers  in  a  manner  so  just  and 
«rateful,  and  fear  not  lest  mortal  voice  pronounces 
That  reward  unmerited  which  Robert  of  Paris  shall 
avouch  with  his  sword  to  have  been  gallantly  won 
upon  his  own  crest." 

"  You  are  too  great,  my  lord,  and  too  noble,"  an- 
swered the  Anglo-Saxon,  "  to  l>e  gainsaid  by  such  as 
I  am,  and  I  must  not  awaken  new  strife  between  us 
by  contesting  the  circumstances  under  which  our 
combat  so  suddenly  closed,  nor  would  it  be  wise  or 
prudent  in  me  further  to  contradict  yon.  My  noble 
Kmperor  generously  offers  me  the  right  of  naming 
what  he  call.s  iny  recompense;  but  let  not  hi.'^  gene- 
losity  be  dispraised,  although  it  is  from  you,  niv  lord, 
and  pot  from  his  Imi>erial  Highness,  that  I  am  to  ask 
a  boon,  to  mc  the  dearest  to  which  my  voice  can  give 
utterance." 

"  And  that^"  said  the  Count,  "  has  reference  to 
Bertha,  the  faithful  attendant  of  my  wife?" 

"Kven  so,"  said  Hereward  ;  "it  is  my  proposal  to 
request  my  discharge  from  the  Varangian  guard,  and 
permis«ion  to  share  in  your  lordsliip's  pious  and  ho- 
nourable vow  for  the  re<?overy  of  Palestine,  with  liberty 
to  fight  under  your  honoured  banner,  and  permission 
from  time  to  time  to  recommend  my  love-suit  to  Ber- 
tha, the  attendant  of  the  Countess  of  Paris,  and  the 
hope  that  it  may  find  favour  in  the  eyes  of  her  noble 
lord  and  lady.  I  may  thus  ffnally  hope  to  be  restored 
to  a  country,  which  1  ha\o  never  ceased  to  love  over 
the  H'Rt  of  the  world." 

"  Thy  service,  noble  soldier,"  said  the  Count,  "shall 
be  as  acceptable  to  me  as  that  of  a  born  earl ;  nor  is 
there  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  honour  which  1  can 
ehajpo  for  thee,  to  which,  as  it  o<>curs,  I  will  not  gladly 
prefer  thee.  I  will  not  boast  of  what  inier(>sl  I  have 
with  the  King  of  England,  but  something  I  can  do 
with  him,  and  it  8halll>e  strained  to  the  uttermost  to 
settle  thee  in  thine  own  beloved  native  country." 

The  Emperor  then  qioke.  "  Bear  witness,  heaven 
and  earth,  and  you  my  faithful  subjects,  and  you  my 
gallant  allios ;  aoove  all,  yon  my  bold  and  true  Va- 
rapgian  Guard,  that  wc  would  rather  have  lost  the 
orwhtest  jewel  from  our  Imperial  crown,  than  have 
rcliiiquuhed  the  service  of  this  true  and  faithful  Anglo- 


Saxon.  But  since  go  he  inust  and  will,  it  shall  bf 
my  study  to  distinguish  him  by  such  marks  of  U':ne- 
flcence  as  may  make  it  knovvii  throu;:h  his  futiirf 
life,  that  h«;  is  the  persi>n  to  whom  the  Kntp'ror 
Alexius  (Jomnenua  ar.knowiedgrd  a  dtbt  lander  tliaa 
his  empire  could  di»chnr;;i.*.  You,  my  Lord  Tancrifi 
and  your  principal  lendere^,  will  sun  witii  us  this  ev»ii- 
inir,  and  to-morrow  resume  your  honourable  and  re- 
liglous  purpose  of  pilgrimage  I  We  trust  both  trk 
combatants  will  also  ohlif^e  us  by  their  presence - 
Trumpets,  give  the  s'lanal  for  dismission.' 

The  trump<'ts  sounded  accordingly,  and  the  different 
classes  of  s}>ectators,  armed  and  unarmed,  broke  i-p 
into  various  parties,  or  lurnuil  into  their  mihtarv 
ranks,  for  the  inirpose  of  their  return  to  the  city. 

The  screams  of  women,  suddenly  and  siraufte> 
rais(  d,  was  the  ffrst  thing  that  arrested  the  depnrtun* 
of  the  multitude,  when  those  who  glanced  their  cycc 
hack,  saw  Sylvan,  the  great  ouning-outang,  pro^iuct- 
hinis(.lf  in  the  lists,  to  their  surprise  and  astonie-hmer/ 
The  women,  and  many  of  the  men  who  weiie  prtftnt. 
unaccustomed  to  the  tjhastly  look  and  savage  ap- 
pearance of  a  creature  so  extraordinary,  raiserfa  vij 
of  terror  so  loud,  that  it  discompused  the  animal  \iko 
was  the  occasion  of  its  being  raised.  Sxlvaii,  in  il!-* 
course  of  the  ni;!ht,  having  t  scaled  over  the  gardc> 
wall  of  A^-lastes,  and  clambered  over  the  ranipaitci 
the  city,  found  no  difllirulty  in  hiding  himself  m  iht 
lists  which  were  in  the  act  of  being  raisid.  haTii); 
found  a  lurking-place  in  some  dark  corner  under  iht; 
seats  of  the  8[H>ctators.  From  this  he  was  proUbly 
dislodged  by  the  tumult  of  the  dispersing  luullituJ^. 
and  had  been  compelled,  therefore,  to  make  an  a;- 
pearanco  in  public  when  he  least  desired  it,  notunhk'- 
thal  of  the  celebrated  Puliceinello,  at  the  conclusio;! 
of  his  own  drama,  when  he  enters  in  nriortal  firSf 
with  the.  foul  fiend  hinist^lf^  a  uctno  which  scarro; 
excites  more  terror  among  the  juvenile  audience,  thsa 
did  the  unexpecteil  apparition  of  Sylvan  anion;;  t.ic 
spectators  of  the  duel.  Bows  were  bent  and  javeL:.s 
pointetl  by  the  braver  port  of  the  boldiery,  against  nn 
animal  oi  an  appearance, so  ambigaous,  and  wi)o:n 
his  uncommon  size  and  griizly  look  CBusea  most  wl  o 
beheld  him  to  suppose  other  the  devil  himself,  or  \\:-: 
apparition  of  some  fiendish  deity  of  ancient  <it)f, 
whom  the  heathens  worshipped.  Sylvnn  had  w  tv 
iinproved  such  opportunities  as  had  bren  affonioi 
him,  as  to  become  suflicientlv  aware  that  the  atr.- 
tildes  assumed  by  so  many  mihtary  men,  inferri-d  im- 
mediate danger  to  his  tierson,  from  which  ho  ha5ii-D«.' 
to  shelter  hiinself  by  filing  to  the  protection  of  Here- 
ward, with  whom  nc  had  bi.tn  in  some  degree  ftmi- 
liarized.  He  seized  him.  accordingly,  by  the  clcak, 
and,  by  the  absurd  and  alarmed  look  uf  liis  faniast.: 
features,  and  a  certain  wild  and  gil)berio|z  chatter. en- 
deavoured to  cxprc:S9  his  fear  and  to  ask  protection. 
Hereward  understood  the  terrified  creature,  andluni- 
iujg  to  the  Emperor's  iliroiie,  said  aUmd,— "  px»f 
frightened  being,  turn  thy  iietition,  and  gestun-s,  ktk! 
tones,  to  a  quarter  which,  having  to-day  pardoned  w 
many  offences  which  were  wilfully  and  mahck>m!T 
schemc>d,  will  not  be,  I  am  sure,  9bduratc  to  such» 
thou,  in  thy  half-reasoning  capacity,  may  have  bt:£3 
capable  of  committing." 

The  creature,  as  is  the  nature  of  the  tribe,  caught 
from  Hereward  himself  the  modo  of  applying  wnb 
most  effect  his  gestures  and  pitiable  supphcaiioo, 
while  the  Emoeror,  notwithstanding  the  sc-riocf 
scene  which  had  just  pasae<),  could  not  help  laughutf 
at  the  touch  of  comedy  flung  into  it  by  this  last  ino* 
dent 

"  My  trusty  Hereward,"— he  said  aside,  "  (I  wtJ 
not  again  call  him  Edward  if  I  can  help  itV-thou  ar 
the  refuge  of  the  distressed,  whether  it  be  man  i>r 
beast,  and  nothing  that  sues  throagh  thy  interns- 
sion,  while  thou  remaincat  in  our  service,  shall  fini 
its  supphcation  in  vain.  Do  thou,  good  Hereward, " 
for  the  name  was  now  pretty  well  catablished  in  ha 
Imperial  memory,  "and  such  of  th>  companions  v 
know  the  habits  of  the  creature,  lead  him  back  to 
his  old  quarters  in  the  Blacquernal ;  and  that  donr. 
my  friend,  obsen'e  that  we  request  thy  oompaos 
and  that  of  thy  faithful  mate  Bertha,  to  partake  Nip- 
per at  our  court,  with  our  wife  and  dangfaier.  w 
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such  of  our  lenrantfl  and  allies  as  we  ihall  request 
10  share  the  same  honour.  Be  assured,  that  while« 
thou  remainest  with  us,  there  is  no  point  of  dignity 
which  shall  not  be  willingly  paid  to  thee.— And  do 
thou  approach,  Achilles  Taiius,  sr  much  favoured  by 
thine  Emperor  as  before  this  day  dawned.  What 
charges  are  against  thee  have  b€«n  only  whispered 
la  a  uiendly  ear,  which  remembers  them  not,  unless 
(which  Heaven  forefend  I)  their  remembrance  is  re- 
newed by  fresh  oflTences." 

Achilles  Tatius  bowed  till  the  plume  of  his  helmet 
mingled  with  the  mane  of  his  fiery  horse,  but  held  it 
t^isest  to  forbear  any  answer  in  words,  leaving  his 
':rune  and  his  pardon  to  stand  upon  those  general 
lerms  in  which  the  Emperor  had  expressed  them. 

Once  more  the  multitude  of  oil  ranks  returned  on 
their  way  to  the  city,  nor  did  any  second  interruption 
nrrest  their  march.  Svlvan,  accompani^  by  one  or 
two  Varangians,  who  led  him  in  a  sort  of  captivity, 
took  his  way  to  the  vaults  of  the  Blacquernal,  which 
were  in  fact  his  proper  habitation. 

Upon  the  road  to  the  citv,  Harpax,  the  notorious 
centurion  of  the  Immortal  Guards,  held  a  discourse 
with  one  or  two  of  his  own  soldiers,  and  of  the  citi- 
zens who  had  been  members  of  the  late  conspiracy. 

"So,"  said  Stephanos,  the  prize-fighter,  "a  fine 
affah*  we  have  made  of  it,  to  aufier  ourselveB  to  be  all 
anticipated  and  betrayed  by  a  thick-skulled  Varan- 
fiian ;  every  chance  turning  against  us  as  they  would 
against  Corydon,  the  shoemaker,  if  he  were  to  defy 
nie  to  the  circus.  Ursel,  whose  death  made  so  much 
work,  turns  out  not  to  be  dead  after  all ;  and,  what 
is  worse,  he  lives  not  to  our  advantage.  This  fellow 
liereward,  who  was  yesterday  no  better  than  myself 
—What  do  I  say  ?— better  !— he  was  a  great  deal 
worse — an  insignificant  nobody  in  every  respect !— is 
now  crarnmed  with  honours,  praises,  and  gifts,  till 
he  well  nigh  returns  what  they  have  given  him,  and 
the  Cssar  and  the  Acolvte,  our  associates,  have  lost 
the  Emperor's  love  ana  confidence,  and  if  they  are 
iiuiTered  to  survive,  it  must  be  like  the  tame  domes- 
tic poultry,  whom  we  pamper  with  food  one  day, 
that  upon  the  next  their  necks  may  be  twisted  for 
spit  or  pot." 

"  Stephanoi,"  replied  the  centurion,  "  thy  form  of 
body  fita  thee  well  for  the  Paleestra,  but  thy  mind  is 
not  so  acntelv  formed  as  to  detect  that  which  is  real 
from  that  which  is  only  probable,  in  the  political 
world,  of  which  thou  art  now  judging.  Considering  i 
the  risk  incurred  by  lending  a  man  s  ear  to  a  con- 1 
spiracy.  thou  oughtest  to  reckon  it  a  saving  in  every  ' 
particular,  where  he  escapes  with  his  life  and  cha- 
racter safe.  This  has  been  the  case  with  Achilles 
Tatius,  and  with  the  Cssar.  Thev  have  remained 
also  in  their  high  places  of  trust  ana  power,  and  may 
be  confident  that  the  Emperor  will  hardly  dare  to 
remove  them  at  a  future  period,  since  the  possession 
of  the  full  knowledge  of  their  guilt  has  not  embold- 
ened him  to  do  so.  Their  power,  thus  loft  with 
them,  is  in  fact  ours;  nor  is  there  a  circumstance  to 
be  supposed,  which  can  induce  them  to  betray  their 
confederates  to  the  government.  It  is  much  more 
likely  that  they  will  remember  them  with  the  proba- 
bility of  renewing,  at  a  fitter  time,  the  alliance  which 
binds  them  together.  Cheer  up  thy  noble  resolution, 
therefore,  my  Frince  of  the  Circus,  and  think  that 
thou  shalt  still  retain  that  predominant  influence 
which  the  favourites  of  the  amphitheatre  are  hure  to 
posaeas  over  the  citizens  of  Constantinople." 

"I  cannot  tell,"  answen-d   Stephanos;    '^but  it 
gnaws  at  my  heart  like  the  worm  that  dieth  not,  to 
see  this  beggarly  foreigner  betrny  the  noblost  blood  in 
the  land,  not  to  mention  the  best  athlete  in  the  Fa- 1 
lestra,  and  move  ofi'  not  only  witiiuiit  punishment  i 
for  his  treachery,  but  with  praise,  honour,  and  pre- 1 
ferment." 

"True,"  said  Harpax;  " but,  observe,  my  friend, 
that  he  does  move  ofT  to  purpose.  He  leaves  the 
land,  quits  the  corps  in  which  he  might  claim  prefer- 
ment and  a  few  vain  honours,  bemg  valued  at  what 
such  trifles  amount  to.  Hcrewani,  in  the  course  ofj 
one  or  two  days,  shall  bo  httle  better  than  a  disband-  < 
ed  soldier,  subsisting  by  tlif'  poor  hre»d  whii-li  he 
can  obtain  as  a  follower  of  this  lK'_'i>nrlv  <,'onrit.  or 
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which  he  is  rather  bound  to  dispute  with  the  mfidcj. 
by  encountering  with  his  battle-axe  the  Turkish 
sabres.  What  will  it  avail  him  amidst  the  disasters, 
the  slaughter.and  the  famine  of  Palestine,  that  he  once 
upon  a  time  was  admitted  to  supper  with  the  Empe- 
ror ?  We  know  Alexius  Comnenus— he  is  willing  to 
discharge,  at  the  highest  cost,  such  obligations  as  are 
incurred  to  men  like  this  Here  ward ;  and,  beiieve  me, 
1  think  that  I  see  the  wily  despot  shru^  his  shoulders 
in  derisoii,  when  one  momina  he  is  saluted  with  the 
news  of  a  battle  in  Palestine  lost  by  the  crusaders,  m 
which  his  old  acquaintance  has  fallen  a  dead  man. 
I  will  not  insult  thee,  by  tellinjf  thee  how  easy  it 
might  be  to  acquire  the  favour  ot  a  gentlewoman  in 
waiting  upon  a  lady  of  quality;  nor  do  1  think  it 
would  be  difficult,  should  that  be  the  object  of  the 
prize-fighter,  to  acquire  the  property  of  a  large  baboon 
like  Sylvan,  which  no  doubt  would  set  up  as  a  jug- 
gler any  Prank  who  had  meanness  of  spirit  to  pro- 
pose to  gain  his  bread  in  such  a  capacity,  from  the 
alms  of  the  star\'ing  chivalry  of  Europe.  But  he  who 
can  stoop  to  envy  iiie  lot  of  such  a  person,  ought  not 
to  be  one  whose  chief  personal  distinctions  are  suf- 
ficient to  place  him  first  in  rank  over  all  the  favouritea 
of  the  amphitheatre."  .    ,  ,.    ,    , 

There  was  something  in  this  sophistical  kind  of 
re4isoning.  which  was  but  half  satisfactory  to  the  ob- 
tuse intellect  of  the  prize-fighter,  to  whom  it  waa 
addressed,  although  the  only  answer  which  he  at- 
tempted was  couclied  in  this  observation  :— 

"Ay,  but,  noble  centurion,  you  forget  that,  besides 
empty  honours,  this  Varangian  Hereward,  or  Ed- 
ward, whichever  is  his  name,  is  promised  a  mighty 
donative  of  gold." 

"Marn'i  you  touch  me  there,"  said  the  centunoti; 
"  and  when  you  tell  me  that  the  promise  is  fulfilled. 
I  willinply  agree  that  the  Anglo-Saxon  ham  gained 
something  to  be  envied  for;  but  while  it  remains  m 
the  shape  of  a  naked  promise,  you  shall  pardon  me, 
my  worthy  Stephanos,  if  I  hold  it  of  no  more  ac- 
count than  the  mere  pledges  which  are  distnbuted 
among  ourselves  as  well  as  to  the  Varangians,  pro- 
mising upon  future  occasions  mints  of  money,  which 
we  are  iJKely  to  receive  at  the  same  time  with  the 
last  year's  snow.  Keep  up  your  heart,  therefore  no- 
ble Stephanos,  and  believe  not  that  your  uflairs  are 
worse  for  the  miscarriage  of  this  day;  and  let  not 
thy  gallant  courage  sink,  but,  remembenng  those 
pnnciples  upon  which  it  was  called  into  action,  be- 
lieve that  thy  obiects  are  not  the  less  secure  because 
fate  has  removed  their  acniiisition  to  a  niore  distant 
day."  The  veteran  and  unbending  conspirator,  Har- 
pax, thus  Hirengthemxl  for  some  future  renewal  of 
their  enterprise  the  failing  spirits  of  Stephanos. 

After  this,  such  leaders  as  were  included  m  the 
invitation  given  by  the  Emperor  repaired  to  theeven- 
inc  meal,  and,  from  the  general  content  and  ^ni- 
plaiaancc  expressed  by  Alexius  and  his  guests  of 
every  description,  it  could  little  have  been  supposed 
that  tlip  day  just  passed  over  was  one  which  had 
inferred  a  purpose  so  dangerous  and  treacherous. 

The  absence  of  the  Countess  Brenhilda,  dunng 
this  eventful  day,  created  no  small  surprise  to  the 
Emperf)r  and  those  in  his  immediate  confidence,  who 
knew  her  enterprising  spirit,  and  the  mteresi  she 
must  have  felt  in  the  issue  of  the  combat.  Bertha 
had  made  an  earlv  communication  to  the  Count, 
that  his  lady,  acritated  wiih  the  manv  anxieties  of  the 
few  precedinK  days,  waa  unable  to  leave  her  apart- 
ment. The  valiant  knight,  therefore,  lost  no  time 
in  acquainting  his  faithful  Countess  of  his  safety; 
and  afterwards  joininc  liiose  who  partook  of  the 
haun-.iet  at  the  palace,  he  bore  himself  as  if  the  least 
r'-roilcciiou  did  not  remain  on  his  mind  of  the  perfi- 
dious conduct  of  the  Emjwror  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  last  entertainment.  He  knew,  in  truth,  that  th«j 
knii^hts  of  Prince  Tancre<l  not  only  maintaimrd  a 
strict  watch  round  the  house  where  Bren\iiida  re- 
mained, but  also,  that  they  preserved  a  severe  ward 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Blacquernal.  as  well  for 
th"  eafetv  of  their  hiToic  leader^  as  for  that  of  Count 
liobort,  iiie  respected  companion  of  their  military 
pilcrr.mape. 

\\  V. f.i  tho  general  principle  of  the  European  chi- 
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▼airy,  that  distnut  was  rarelsr  permitted  to  survive 
open  quarrels,  and  that  whatever  was  forjnven,  was 
dismissed  from  their  recollectipn,  as  unluiely  to  re- 
cur; but  on  the  present  occasion  there  was  a  more 
than  usual  assemblage  of  troops,  which  the  occur- 
rences of  the  day  had  drawn  together,  so  that  the 
crusaders  were  called  upon  to  be  particularly  watchful. 
It  may  be  believed  that  Uie  evening  passed  over 
without  any  attempt  to  renew  the  ceremonial  in  the 
council  chamber  ot  the  Lions,  which  had  been  upon 
a  former  occasion  terminated  in  such  misunder- 
standing. Indeed,  it  would  have  been  lucky  if  the 
explanation  between  the  mighty  Emperor  of  Greece 
and  the  chivalrous  Knight  o7  Pans  had  taken  place 
earlier ;  for  reflection  on  what  had  passed,  had  con- 
vinced the  Empenr  that  the  Franks  were  not  a 
people  to  be  imposed  upon  bv  pieces  of  clockwork, 
ana  similar  trifles,  and  that  what  they  did  not  under- 
sund,  was  sure,  mstead  of  procuring  their  awe  or 
admiration,  to  ezdte  their  anger  and  defiance.  Nor 
had  it  altogether  escaped  Count  Robert,  that  the 
manners  oithe  Eastern  people  were  upon  a  difTerent 
scale  from  those  to  which  he  had  been  accustomed ; 
that  thev  neither  were  so  deeply  afiected  by  the  spirit 
of  chivalry,  nor,  in  his  own  lanffuage,  was  the  wor- 
ship of  the  Lady  of  the  Broken  Lances  so  congenial 
a  subject  of  adoration.  This,  notwithstanding.  Count 
Robert  observed,  that  Alexius  Ck>mnenus  was  a  wise 
and  politic  prince ;  his  wisdom  periiaps  too  much 
allied  to  cunning,  but  yet  aiding  him  to  maintain  with 
^eat  address  that  empire  aver  the  minds  of  his  sub- 
lects,  which  was  necessary  for  their  good,  and  for 
maintaining  his  own  authority.  He  therefore  re- 
solved to  receive  vrith  equanimity  whatever  should 
be  offered  by  the  Emperor,  either  in  civility  or  in  the 
way  of  jest,  and  not  again  to  disturb  an  understand- 
ing which  might  be  of  advantage  to  Christendom, 
by  a  quarrel  founded  upon  misconception  of  terms 
or  misapprehension  of  manners.  To  this  prudent 
resolution  the  Count  of  Paris  adhered  dunng  the 
whole  evening ;  with  some  difficulty^  however,  since 
it  was  somevniat  inconsistent  with  his  own  fiery  and 
inquisitive  temper,  which  was  equally  desirous  to 
know  the  precise  amount  of  whatever  was  addressed 
to  him,  and  to  take  umbrage  at  it,  should  it  appear  in 
the  least  degree  ofiensive,  whether  so  intended  or  not. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

It  was  not  until  after  the  conquest  of  Jerusalem 
that  Count  Robert'of  Paris  returned  to  Constanti- 
nople, and,  with  his  wife,  and  such  proportion  of  his 
followers  as  the  sword  and  pestilence  nad  left  after 
that  bloody  warfiire,  resumed  his  course  to  his  native 
Kingi^m.  Upon  reaching  luly,  the  first  csre  of  the 
nobl^ount  and  Countess  was  to  celebrate  in  princely 
style  ine  marriage  of  Hereward  and  his  faithful  Ber- 
tha, who  had  added  to  their  other  claims  upon  their 
master  and  mistress,  those  acquired  by  Hereward's 
faithful  services  in  Palestine,  and  no  less  by  Bertha's 
affectionate  ministry  to  her  lady  in  Constantinople. 

As  to  the  fate  of  Alexius  Comnenus,  it  may  be  read 
at  large  in  the  history  of  his  daughter  Anna,  who  has 
represented  him  as  the  hero  of  manv  a  victory, 
achieved,  says  the  purple-bom,  in  tne  third  chapter 
and  fifteenth  book  of  her  history,  sometimes  by  his 
arms  and  sometimes  by  his  prudence.  "His  bold- 
ness alone  has  gained  some  battles,  at  other  times 
his  success  has  been  won  by  stratagem.  He  has 
erected  the  most  illustrious  of  his  trophies  by  con- 
fronting danger,  by  combating  hke  a  simple  soldier, 
and  throwing  himself  bareheaded  into  the  thickest  of 
the  foe.  But  there  are  others,"  continues  the  ac- 
complished lady,  "  which  he  gained  an  opportunity  of 
erecting  by  assuming  the  appearance  ot  terror,  and 
even  of  retreat.  In  a  word,  he  knew  alike, how  to 
triumph  either  in  flight  or  in  pureuit,  and  remained  up- 
right even  before  those  enemies  who  appeared  to  hare 
atruck  him  down;  resembling  the  mihtary  implement 
termed  the  calthrop,  which  remains  always  upright 
in  whatever  direction  it  is  thrown  on  the  ground. 

It  would  be  unjust  to  deprive  the  Princess  of  the 
defence  she  herself  makes  against  the  obvious  charge 
of  partiality. 


"  I  must  sti&  oaoe  more  icpel  the  rapioMh  wkich 
some  bring  against  me,  as  if  my  histoffy  was  ooai- 
posed  merely  aocordiog  to  the  dictates  of  the  natoial 
love  for  parents  which  is  engraved  in  the  beans  of 
children.  Intruth,itisiiottheedectof  thatafisctioB 
which  I  bear  to  mine,  but  it  is  the  endence  oC  matter 
of  fact,  which  obliges  me  to  apeak  as  I  have  donc^ 
Is  it  not  possible  tnat  one  can  have  at  cbcaarae  time 
an  affixtion  for  the  memory  of  a  fiuher  and  for  tmthl 
For  myself  I  have  never  directed  my  attempt  to 
write  history,  otherwise  than  tor  the  aaoertainment  of 
the  matter  of  fact  With  tins  purpose,  I  have  taken 
for  my  subject  the  history  of  a  worthy  man.  Is  it 
just,  that,  oy  the  single  accident  of  ma  being  the 
author  of  my  birth,  his  qoahty  of  my  fothcr  oo^t  to 
form  a  pngiidioe  against  me,  which  would  mm  ny 
credit  with  my  readetal  I  have  given,  apon  other 
occasions,  proofo  suffidendy  strong  oi  the  aidoar 
which  I  had  for  the  defence  of  my  fether'a  intense^ 
which  those  that  know  me  can  never  doobt ;  bnt,  oa 
the  present,  I  have  been  limited  by  the  inviolabk 
fidehty  with  which  Irespect  the  trath,  vrfaich  1  sfaodd 
have  felt  conscience  to  have  veiled,  under  pretence  «f 
serving  the  renown  of  ray  fether."— ii/enod^  cfaait 
iiL  book  XV. 

This  much  we  have  deemed  it  onr  doty  to  qoofti; 
in  justice  to  the  fiiir  historian ;  we  will  extract  alss 
her  description  of  the  Emperors  death,  and  are  not 
unwilling  to  allow,  that  the  character  awsigned  to  the 
Princess  by  our  own  Gibbon,  has  in  it  a  great  deal  of 
fairness  and  of  troth. 

Notwithstanding  her  repeated  protaats  nl  aaco- 
ficing  rather  to  the  exact  and  abaofaite  tmth  than  to  the 
memory  of  her  deceased  parent,  Gibbon  remaiks 
truly,  that  "instead  of  the  simphcity  of  style  and  nar- 
rative which  wins  a  beUef^  an  elaborate  afiactatloo  of 
rhetoric  and  adence  betrays  in  every  paige  the  vanity 
of  a  female  author.  The  genuine  character  of  Alexius 
is  lost  in  a  vague  oonatellation  of  virtues ;  and  tbc 
perpetual  strain  of  panegyric  and  apology  awaksu 
our  jealousy  to  ouestion  the  veracity  of  the  historiaa 
and  the  merit  of  the  hero.  We  cannot,  however,  le- 
fbse  her  judicious  and  important  remark,  that  the 
disordere  of  the  times  were  the  miafortane  and  tlw 
glory  of  Alexius ;  and  that  every  calamity  which  can 
afilict  a  dedining  empire  waa  accnmnlated  on  his 
reign  by  the  josQce  of  Heaven  and  the  vices  of  kii 
predecessors.^'— Gnaoiff's  Roman  Bmpirt^  p.  83. 

The  Princess  accordingly  feels  the  utmost  ssh- 
ranoe,  that  a  number  of  aigns  which  appeared  m 
heaven  and  on  earth,  were  interpreted  by  the  sooch- 
sayera  of  the  day  aa  foreboding  the  death  of  the  Kat- 
peror.  By  these  mesns^  Anna  Comnena  aaaignwl,  to 
her  father  those  mdications  of  oooaeqinenoe,  which 
andent  historians  represent  as  neceaanry  intimatioBs 
of  the  sympathy  of  nature  with  the  removal  of  gnai 
charactera  from  the  world ;  but  ahe  fails  not  to  m- 
form  the  Christian  reader  that  her  father's  bebef  at- 
tached to  none  of  these  prognostic^  and  that  even  oa 
the  following  remarkable  oocaaion  ne  maintained  his 
incredulity :— A  splendkl  statue,  soppoaed  gmeraHy 
to  be  a  refic  of  paganiam,  holding  in  mahandagddea 
sceptre,  and  staging  upon  a  base  of  porphyry,  wm 
overturned  by  a  tensest,  and  was  generallyjbeoevad 
to  be  an  miimation  of  the  death  of  the  Einpsror. 
Thia,  however,  he  generooaly  repelled.  Phidiaa,  he 
said,  and  other  great  aculpton  of  antiquity,  had  the 
talent  of  imitating  the  human  frame  vrith  sarprinng 
accuracy ;  but  to  auppoae  that  the  power  of  fNeteU- 


iiig  future  eventa  was  reposed  in  tbisse  maatflr-dcess 
ofart,  wouU  be  to  ascribe  to  their  maksre  the  ncul- 
ties  reserved  by  the  Ddty  for  himsell  when  he  8sy% 
"  It  is  I  who  kill  and  make  aUve."  Duimg  hie  latter 
days,  the  Emperor  was  greatly  afflietedT  with  the 
gout,  the  nature  of  which  has  exerdaed  the  wit  of 
many  persons  of  science  as  well  aa  of  Anna  Com- 
nena. The  poor  patient  was  so  much  exkaastsa, 
that  when  the  Empress  was  talking  of  most  doMt 
persons  who  should  assist  in  the  oooposition  of  us 
history,  he  sakl,  with  a  natural  oontsaipt  of  sodi 
vanitiea,  "  The  passagea  of  my  unhappr  m  «l 
rather  for  tean  and  lamentation  than  for  the 
yon  spesk  o£" 
A  spedes  of  asthma  having  come  to  the 
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of  the  gout,  the  remedies  of  the  physicians  became  as 
vain  as  the  interceesbn  of  the  monks  and  clergy^  as 
well  as  the  alma  which  were  indiscriminately  lavish- 
ed. Two  or  three  de^  succeseire  swoons  gave  omi- 
nous warning  of  the  approaching  blow :  andfat  length 
was  terminated  the  reign  and  life  of  Alexius  Comne- 
nua,  a  prince  who,  with  all  the  faults  which  may  be 
impiitea  to  him,  still  possesses  a  real  right,  from  the 


h«r  pen  uide, 
tier  Ikther  died."* 


purity  of  hia  general  intentions,  to  be  accomited  one 
of  the  beat  sovereigns  of  the  Lower  Empire. 

For  some  time,  the  historian  forgot  her  pride  of 
literary  rank,  and,  like  an  ordinary  person,  burst  into 
tears  and  anrieks,  tore  her  hair,  and  defaced  her 
countenance,  while  the  Empress  Irene  cast  from  her 
her  princely  habits,  cut  on  her  hair,  changed  her 
purple  busiuns  for  black  mourning  shoes,  and  her 
daughter  Mary,  who  had  herself  been  a  widow,  took 
a  black  robe  from  one  of  her  own  wardrobes,  and 
presented  it  to  her  mother.  *'  Even  in  the  moment 
when  she  put  it  on,"  says  Anna  Comnena,  "the 
Emperor  gave  up  the  ghost,  and  in  that  moment  the 
sun  of  my  life  set" 

We  shall  not  pursue  her  lamentations  fiuther.  She 
upbraids  herself  that,  after  the  death  of  her  father, 
tnat  light  of  the  world,  she  had  also  survived  Irene, 
the  deUgfat  alike  of  the  east  and  of  the  west,  and  sur- 
vived her  husband  alao.  "  I  am  indignant,*'  she  said, 
"  that  ray  souL  suflkring  under  such  torrents  of  mis- 
fortune, should  still  deign  to  animate  my  body.  Have 
I  not,"  said  ahe,  "  been  more  hard  and  unfeeung  than 
the  rocks  themselves;  and  is  it  not  just  that  one. 
who  could  survive  such  a  father  and  motho-,  and 
such  a  husband,  should  be  subjected  to  the  influence 
of  so  much  calamity  1  But  let  me  finish  this  history, 
rather  than  any  longer  fatigue  my  readers  with  my 
unavailing  and  tragical  lamentation."  ,.    , 

Having  thus  concluded  her  history,  she  adds  the 

following  two  lines  :— 

^  The  learned  Comnene  Itra 
What  time  her  eubjeot  and  h 

These  quotations  will  probably  give  the  readers  as 
much  aa  they  wish  to  know  of  the  real  character  of 
this  Imperial  historian.  Fewer  words  will  suffice  to 
dispose  of  the  other  parties  who  have  been  selected 
from  her  pages,  as  persona  in  the  foregoing  drama. 

There  is  very  little  doubt  that  the  Count  Robert  of 
Paris,  whose  audacity  in  aeating  himself  upon  the 
throne  of  the  Emperor  gives  a  peculiar  interest  to  his 
character,  was  in  ftct  a  person  of  the  highest  rank: 
being  no  other,  as  has  been  conjectured  by  the  learned 
Du  Cange,  than  an  ancestor  ofthe  house  of  Bourbon, 
which  has  so  long  given  Kings  to  France.    He  was 
a  successor,  it  has  been  conceived,  of  the  Counts  of 
Paris,   by  whom  the  city  was  valiantly  defended 
against  tne  Normans,  and  an  ancestor  of  Hugh  Ca- 
pet.   ThcTe  are  several  hypotheses  upon  this  subject, 
deriving  tlie  well-known  Hugh  Capet,  firet  from  the 
fiimily  of  Saxony :  aecondly.  from  St.  Amoul,  after- 
wards Bishop  of  Altez ;  third,  from  Nihilong ;  fourth, 
from  the  Duke  of  Bavaria ;  and,  fifth,  from  a  natural 
son  ofthe  Emperor  Charlemagne.   Vanoualy  placed, 
but  in  each  of  these  contested  pedigrees,  appeara  this 
Robert,  snmamed  the  Strang^  who  was  Count  of  that 
dtstriat,  of  which  Paris  was  the  capital,  most  pecu- 
liarly styled  the  County,  or  Isle  of  France.    Anna 
Comnena,  who  has  lecoraed  the  bold  usurpation  of 
the  Emperor's  seat  by  this  haughty  chieftain,  has  alao 
acquainted  us  with  nis  receiving  a  severe,  if  not  a 
mortal  wound,  at  the  battle  of  Doryleum,  owin«  to 
his  neglecting  the  warlike  instructions  with  which 
her  father  had  favoured  him  on  the  subiect  of  the 
Turkish  wars.     The  antiquary  who  is  disposed  to 
investigate  this  subject,  may  consult  the  late  Lord 
Aahbumham's  elaborate  Genealogy  of  the  Royal 
House  of  France ;  also  a  note  of  Ducange's  on  the 
Princess's  history,  p.  362,  arguing  for  the  identity  of 
her  "  Robert  of  Pans,  a  haughty  barbarian,"  with  the 
''Robert  called  the  Strong."  mentioned  as  an  an- 
cestor of  Hiuih  Capet.    Gibbon,  vol.  n.  p.  G2,  may 
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also  be  consulted.  The  French  antiquary  and  the 
English  histoiian  seem  alike  disposed  to  find  the 
church,  called  in  the  tale  that  of  the  Lady  of  the 
Broken  Lances,  in  that  dedicated  to  St  Druses,  or 
Drosin  of  Soisaona,  who  was  supposed  to  have 
peculiar  influence  on  the  issue  of  combats,  and  to 
be  in  the  habit  of  determining  them  in  favour  of) 
such  champions  as  spent  the  night  preceding  at  his 
shrine. 

In  consideration  of  the  sex  of  one  of  the  parties 
concerned,  the  author  has  selected  our  Lady  of  the 
Broken  Lances  as  a  more  appropriate  patroness  than 
St  Drusas  himself  for  the  Amazons,  who  were  not 
uncommon  in  that  age.  Gaita,  for  ezampl^  the  wife 
of  Robert  Guiscard,  a  rodoubted  hero,  and  tne  parent 
of  a  moat  heroic  race  of  sons,  was  herself  an  Amazon, 
fought  in  the  foremost  ranks  ofthe  Normans,  and  ia 
repeatedly  commemorated  by  our  Imperial  historian, 
Anna  Comnena. 

The  reader  can  easily  conceive  to  himself  that 
Robert  of  Paris  distinguished  himself  among  his 
brethren-at-arma^  and  fellow-crusaders.  His  fame 
reaounded  from  the  walls  of  Antioch ;  but,  at  the 
battle  of  Doryleum,  he  was  so  desperately  wounded, 
as  to  be  disabled  from  takin/;  a  part  in  the  grandest 
scene  of  the  expedition.  His  heroic  Countess,  how- 
ever, enjoyed  the  great  satisfaction  of  mounUng  the 
walls  of  Jerusalem,  and  in  so  far  discharging  her  own 
vows  and  those  of  her  husband.  This  was  the  more 
fortiinate,  as  the  sentence  of  the  physicians  pro- 
nounced that  the  wounds  of  the  Count  had  been 
inflicted  by  a  poiaoned  weapon,  and  that  complete 
recovery  was  only  to  be  hoped  for  by  having  recourse 
to  his  native  air.  After  some  time  spent  in  the  vain 
hope  of  averting  by  patience  this  unpleasant  alterna- 
tive. Count  Robert  subjected  himself  to  necessity,  or 
what  was  represented  as  such,  and.  with  his  wife 
and  the  faithful  Hereward,  and  aU  othera  of  his  fol- 
lowere  who  had  been  like  himself  disabled  from  com- 
bat took  the  way  to  Europe  by  sea. 

A  light  galley,  procured  at  a  hi|^  rats,  conducted 
them  sa&Ty  to  Venice^  and  from  that  then  glorioua 
city,  the  moderate  portion  of  spoil  which  had  fallen 
to  the  Count's  share  among  the  conquerore  of  Pales- 
tine, served  to  convey  them  to  their  own  dominions, 
which,  more  fortunate  than  those  of  most  of  his 
fellow  pilgrims,  had  been  left  uninjured  by  their 
neighboura  durmg  the  time  of  their  proprietor's  ab- 
sence on  the  crusade.  The  report  that  the  Count 
had  lost  his  health,  and  the  power  of  continuing  his 
homage  to  the  Lady  of  the  Broken  LanceiL  brought 
upon  him  the  hostilities  of  one  or  two  amoitious  or 
envious  neighboura,  whose  covetousness  was,  how- 
ever, sufficiently  repressed  by  the  brave  reatstance 
of  the  Countess  and  the  reaolute  Hereward.  Leas 
than  a  twelvemonth  waa  required  to  reston  the 
Count  of  Paria  to  his  full  health,  and  to  renam  him, 
as  formerlv,  the  assured  protector  of  his  own  vas- 
sals, and  the  subject  in  whom  the  possessore  of  the 
French  throne  reposed  the  utmost  confidence.  This 
latter  capacity  enabled  Count  Robert  to  discharge 
his  debt  towards  Hereward  in  a  manner  as  ample 
as  he  could  have  hoped  or  expected.  Being  now 
respected  alike  for  his  wisdom  and  his  sagacity,  as 
much  as  he  always  was  for  his  intrepklity  and  his 
character  as  a  successful  crusader,  he  waa  repeat- 
edly employed  by  the  Court  of  France  in  aettling 
the  troublesome  and  intricate  affaire  in  which  the 
Norman  possessions  of  the  English  crown  involved 
the  rival  nations.  William  Rums  waa  not  insen- 
sible to  his  merit,  nor  blind  to  the  importance  of 
gaining  his  good-will ;  and  finding  out  his  anxiety 
that  Hereward  ahould  be  restored  to  the  land  of  his 
fii^hers,  he  took,  or  made  an  (toportunity,  by  the  for- 
feiture of  aome  rebellious  noble,  of  conferring  upon 
our  Varangian  a  laige  district  adjacent  to  the  New 
Foreat,  being  part  of  the  scenes  which  his  father 
chiefly  frequented,  and  where  it  is  said  the  descendants 
of  the  valiant  squire  and  his  Bertha  have  snbaisted 
for  manv  a  long  year,  surriving  turns  of  time  and 
chance^  which  are  m  general  fatal  to  the  oontinuanoe 
of  more  distinguiBhea  families. 
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Hall  of  Jadcment,  when  a  much  stronffer  tight  than 
usual  was  already  shiniiig  up  the  stair  of  Acheron, 
fiom  which  were  heard  to  sound,  by  sullen  and  inter- 
mitted fits,  the  penitential  psalms  which  the  Oreek 
church  has  appointed  to  be  snug  at  executions. 
Twenty  mute  slaves,  the  pale  colour  of  whose  turbans 
gave  a  ghastly  look  to  the  withered  cast  of  their  fea- 
tures, and  the  glaring  whiteness  of  their  eyeballs, 
ascended  two  by  two,  as  it  were  from  the  bowels  of 
the  earth,  each  of  them  bearing  in  one  hand  a  naked 
sabre,  and  in  the  other  a  lighted  torch.  After  these 
came  the  unfortunate  Nic^horus ;  his  looks  were 
those  of  a  man  half-dead  from  the  terror  of  immedi- 
ate dissolution,  and  what  he  possessed  of  remaining 
attention,  was  turned  successively  to  two  black-stoled 
monks,  who  were  anzioushr  repeating  religious  pas- 
sages to  him  alternately  from  the  Greek  scripture, 
and  the  form  of  devotion  adopted  by  the  court  of 
Constantinople.  The  Ceesar's  dress  also  corres- 
ponded to  hw  moumAil  fortunes :  His  legs  and  arms 
were  bare,  and  a  simple  white  tunic,  the  neck  of 
which  was  already  open,  showed  that  he  had  as- 
sumed the  sarments  which  were  to  serve  his  last 
turn.  A  tall  muscular  Nubian  slave,  who  considered 
himself  obvaously  as  the  principal  person  in  the  pro- 
cession, bore  on  his  shoulder  a  large  heavy  heads- 
man's axe,  and,  like  a  demon  waiting  on  a  sorcerer, 
stalked  step  for  step  after  his  victim.  The  rear  of  the 
procession  was  closed  by  a  band  of  four  priests,  each 
of  whom  chanted  from  time  to  time  the  devotional 
psalm  which  was  thundered  forth  on  the  occasion ; 
and  another  of  slaves,  armed  with  bows  and  quivers, 
and  with  lanoes,  to  resist  any  attempt  at  rescue,  if 
such  should  be  offered. 

It  would  have  required  a  harder  heart  than  that  of 
the  unlucky  Princess  to  have  resisted  this  gloomy  ap- 
paratus of  fear  and  sorrow,  surrounding,  at  the  same 
time  d'u-ected  against,  a  beloved  object,  the  lover  of 
her  youth,  and  the  husband  of  her  bosom,  within  a 
&w  minutes  of  the  termination  of  his  mortal  career. 
As  the  mournful  train  approached  towards  the  altar 
of  refuga  half-encircled  as  it  now  was  by  the  two 
great  andi  expanded  arms  which  projected  from  the 
wall,  the  Emperor,  who  stood  directly  in  the  passage, 
threw  upon  the  flame  of  the  altar  some  chips  of  aro- 
matic wood,  steeped  in  spirit  of  wine,  which,  leaping 
at  once  into  a  blaze,  illuminated  the  doleful  proces- 
sion, the  figure  of  the  principal  culprit,  and  the  slaves, 
who  had  most  of  them  extinguished  their  flambeaux 
so  soon  as  they  had  served  the  purpose  of  lighting 
them  up  the  staircase. 

The  sudden  light  spread  from  the  altar  failed  not  to 
make  the  Emperor  and  the  Princesses  visible  to  the 
mournful  group  which  aji^roached  through  the  hall. 
All  halted^all  were  silent  It  was  a  meedng.  as  the 
Princess  has  expressed  herself  in  her  historical  work, 
auch  as  took  place  betwixt  Ulysses  and  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  other  world,  who,  when  they  tasted  of  the 
blood  of  his  sacrifices,  recognised  him  indeed,  but 
with  empty  lamentations,  and  f^estures  feeble  and 
shadowy.  The  hymn  of  contrition  sunk  also  into 
silence ;  and,  of  the  whole  group,  the  only  figure  ren- 
dered more  distinct,  was  the  gigantic  executioner, 
whose  high  and  furrowed  forehead,  as  well  as  the 
broad  steel  of  his  axe,  caught  and  reflected  back  the 
bright  gleam  from  the  altar.  Alexius  saw  the  neces- 
nty  of^ breaking  the  silence  which  ensued,  lest  it 
should  give  the  intercessors  for  the  prisoner  an  oppor- 
tunity of  renewing  their  entreaties. 

''Nicephorus  firiennius,"  he  said,  with  a  voice 
which,  although  generally  interrupted  by  a  slight  hesi- 
tation, which  procured  him,  among  his  enemies,  the 
nickname  of  the  Stutterer,  yet,  upon  important  occa- 
■ons  like  the  present,  was  so  judiciously  tuned  and 
balanced  in  its  sentences,  thst  no  such  defect  was  at 
jjl  visible—"  Nicephorus  Briennius,"  he  said,  "  late 
Ussar,  the  lawful  doom  hath  been  spoken,  that, 
having  conspired  against  the  life  of  thy  rightful  sove- 
reign and  affectionate  father,  Alexius  Comnenus,  thou 
sbalt  sufler  the  appropriate  sentence,  by  having  thy 
head  struck  from  thy  body.  Here,  therefore,  at  the 
last  altar  of  refuge,  I  meet  thee,  according  to  the  vow 
of  the  immortal  Constantine,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
manding whether  thou  hast  any  thing  to  allege  why 


this  doom  should  not  be  execotad?  Even  at  this 
eleventh  hour,  thy  tongue  is  unloosed  to  speak  with 
freedom  what  may  concern  thy  life.  AU  is  prepared 
in  this  world  and  m  the  next.  Look  forward  beyond 
yon  arohway— the  block  is  fixed.  Look  behind  thee, 
thou  see'st  the  axe  already  sharpened— thy  place  for 
^od  or  evil  in  the  next  world  is  already  determined- 
time  flies— eternity  approaches.  If  thou  hast  aught 
to  say,  speak  it  freely— if  naught,  confess  the  justice 
of  thy  sentence,  and  pass  on  to  death." 

Hie  Emperor  commenced  this  oration,  with  those 
looks  described  by  his  danghter  as  so  pierdog,  that 
they  dazzled  like  lightning;  and  hisperiods,  if  not  pre- 
cisely flowing  like  Duming  lava,  were  yet  toe  accents 
of  a  man  havmg  the  power  of  absolute  command,  and 
as  such  produced  an  effect  not  only  on  the  criminal, 
but  also  upon  the  Prince  himselfl  whose  watery  eyes 
and  faltenng  voice  acknowledged  his  sense  and  feel- 
ins  of  the  fatal  import  of  the  present  moment 

Kousing  himseli  to  the  conclusion  of  what  he  had 
commenced,  the  Emperor  again  demanded  whether 
the  prisoner  had  any  thing  to  say  in  his  own  defence. 

Nicephorus  was  not  one  of  those  hardened  crimi 
nals  who  may  be  termed  the  very  prodigies  of  history, 
from  the  coolness  with  which  tney  contemplated  the 
consummation  of  their  crimes,  whether  in  their  own 

Cushment,  or  the  misfortunes  of  others.  **'!  have 
n  tempted,"  he  said,  dropping  on  his  knees,  "  and 
I  have  fallen.  I  have  nothmg  to  allege  in  excuse  of 
my  folly  and  ingratitude ;  but  I  stand  prepared  to  die 
to  expiate  my  guilt"  A  deep  sigfa,  almost  amounting 
to  a  scream,  was  here  heard,  close  behind  the  Empe- 
ror, and  its  cause  aaaigned  by  the  sudden  exclamation 
of  Irene, — " My  lord!  my  lord !  your  daughter  is 

Sone  I"  And  in  fact  Anna  Comnena  had  sunk  into 
er  mother's  arms  without  either  sense  or  motion. 
The  father's  attention  was  instantly  called  to  support 
his  swooning  child,  while  the  unhappy  husband  strove 
with  the  guards  to  be  permitted  to  go  to  the  assist- 
ance of  his  wife.  "  Give  me  but  five  minutes  of  that 
time  which  the  law  has  abridged--let  my  efforts  but 
assist  in  recaUing  her  to  a  life  which  should  be  as 
long  as  her  virtues  and  her  talenta  deserve ;  and  then 
let  me  die  at  her  fiset,  for  I  care  not  to  go  an  inch 
beyond." 

The  Emperor,  who  in  fact  had  been  more  asto- 
nished at  the  boldness  and  rashness  of  Nicephorus, 
than  alarmed  by  his  power,  considered  him  as  a  man 
rather  misled  than  misleading  others,  and  felt  there- 
fore, the  full  effect  of  this  last  interview.  He  was, 
besides,  not  naturally  cruel,  where  severities  were  to 
be  enforced  under  his  own  eye. 

"  The  divine  and  immortal  Constantine,"  he  saki, 
"  did  not,  I  am  perauaded  subject  his  descendants  to 
this  severe  trial,  in  order  further  to  search  out  the  in- 
nocence of  the  criminals,  but  rather  to  give  to  those 
who  came  after  him  an  opportunity  of  generously  for- 
giving a  crime  which  could  not,  without  pardon,  the 
express  pardon  of  the  Prince,  escape  without  punish- 
ment. I  rejoice  that  I  am  bom  of  the  willow  rather 
than  of  the  oak,  and  I  acknowledge  my  weakness, 
that  not  even  the  safety  of  my  own  ufe,  or  resentment 
of  this  unhappy  man's  treasonable  machinatioiis, 
have  the  same  effect  with  me  as  the  teara  of  my  wife 
and  the  swooning  of  my  daughter.  Rise  up,  'Nice- 
phorus Biiennius,  fieely  pardoned,  and  restoied  even 
to  the  rank  of  Caesar.  We  will  direct  thy  pardon  to 
be  made  out  by  thegreat  Logothete,  and  sealed  with 
the  golden  bull.  For  four-and- twenty  houre  thou 
art  a  prisoner,  until  an  arrangement  is  made  for  pre- 
serving the  public  peace.  Mean  while,  thou  wilt  re- 
main under  the  charge  of  the  Patriarch,  who  will  be 
answerable  for  thy  forthcoming.— Daughter  and  wife, 
you  must  now  go  hence  to,  your  own  apartment;  a 
future  time  will  come,  during  which  you  may  have 
enough  of  weeping  and  embracing,  mourning  and  re- 
joicing. Pray  Heaven  that  I;  who,  havmg  been 
trained  on  till  I  have  sacrificed  justice  and  true  policy' 
to  uxorioua  compassion  and  paternal  tenderness  of 
heart,  may  not  have  cause  at  last  for, grieving  in 

good  earnest  for  sU  the  events  of  this  miscellaneous 
rama." 

The  pardoned  Csesar,  who  endeavoured  to  regulate 
his  ideas  according  to  this  unexpected  change,  found 
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fnfBaMarUia  da^rasn  wfaieh  iha  oiika  or  Doulai  Buaal 
brAn.*   Hia  Oiua  hTtuBt  is  Twir  Ika  iBeiaat  pnphaB, 

p!i%aSld  ipStS^aHat,  whidi.  ifll'badbaaa  cs«laM. 
wniild  hava  auh  amaadtd  ur  naMaanaa'a  widiaBI  Imm  d» 
■lint  in  Ssotlmid-HL  indaad,  wIM  haa  kaenlaiikad.aiBanH- 
lit  uakaii  ana  aitbUipanarikapliB,  ianOaiiiUrananalia 


la  iiriMalf  IM*,  and  gull  ataaJaaad 


GMfi.  ana  Ff^l  fl«  i)«»^,  ■« 


iHid  br  (  daUehnagl  of  Cnniwrill  '™>%J?^'* 

- ,  -  Mdt  An*  tbekr  bonea,    Ennitij  howviv,  laaUH  S 

Idaiitty  iha  laatiai-plaaa  af  tka  (tail  ait  JvMa.  Tba  aOiTi 
vr  dan  BtoDBk  u  eioB-laaad,  nanliw  faia  ehafutar  h  apt 
wha  bad  diad  tflar  partommi  ika  pilttinia  la  Uk  KoIt  ai- 
-idskn,  aad  is  HIaal  asoflicl  with  Ui*  iilialt  ofBpala  i  Md 
lakiUadHiigaDtUHMaiuT.idaiiiad  u  as  addlilBB  u  Ih* 
'  |n>  feUaslH  hUh  tl  DoiMlH  CuUa,  ka.  la  Ami  da  DlMh 
■  Wlba  dkiwg.ia  at  UairH^  WlUt^  IU_JIh  aC  trSS, 
[iTlli  'i|-titl|liiiiliii  irihi  liil  ml  III,  lailliliiliilli  laillilliiaJ 

_im,rai«i»»iaiBl:-  ••      r- 

latoid  10  Iki  iTaillT  W  DiiHkii,  ut  SBdUHid  vUt  ikTBllSair 
Daagl—  bbUU  UA  IhtaU  ISrMDin,  ud»  lUV;  dailaawhldh  ira* 

nalWr  ilfn'lg  DaHlH,  bi>  Bf  *>a°-.  ujwailnal  >IIt  IhiB 
lU  WiHIiK  Bnte  If  Ahw-  nTnaud  HirguB  •(  IhKflH, 


■II  ma  of  Dndil,  ii  mimiim  dT  tiw  hniilit'i  MlUnnt 

£g:iL(«a  la  Iba  WM  at  Ita  •«>•  PiMli  WMBiMu  Ab- 
?ii  IS  "  Tha  BmlelinlTaliiialUai  uT G«t  Briula.  to  U- 
vanl  Bion,  F.  8.  A,"  LoHlaa.  (to,  IMI ;  wban  out  im  t« 
fcuHl  litafMiMMUil*  orisMortlifotM  t^     aoil  (fflfiH 


INTRODUCTION. 


ntuy  ihna  vln  hi 


af  Ptanlaianel.  and  ffptciailr  yf  Sir  J&mH  Dourl",  "ol 

■■G«d  ■»»  iBn>  DoaflH  (who  viH.  and  wichi.  411J  worttr  »**J 
Wi»  iu*«  fruf  ilid  la  aa  wiaalaf,  ■«  »i  *>«iad  for  d0  iiMiifJ , 
Ooed  Cmn>  »f  (Til  tkuu  ki  «if  M  bslh  »  oat  taluc- ," 


^ItoKrSil'IDHVMEf/OaUci:/)."    Iw  E 


6~K 


lj^»- 


■■1  en  HiiBDaudiu  illaaD,  ami  prHnily  ■«  ■pen  Uih 
■ilhl bt  takM nui^,   Tbiibsioa  cDncludcd. udUwr  "ni'S 
la  Ottii  tuinli,  lUMidiat  la  Iho  wiiuDia  at  Uial  itit.)  Ul'lr 
anpaoliaf .«  oarkic  apr  inch  thlnf.  Bit  Jubci.  aenmlinii  h 


cooko.  who  knowiBR  oalbini  or  wbmt  liad  hajmtd  ai  Ui 
«burt1it  vhich  atood  a  jqriB  vmncr  of  a  diDd  frooi  lliancB,1u 
«eoko  waaaiat  Iha  iiatm  wjUim-  Thpr  ffllffld  w/ltaout  p 
Aaoea,  ■JJ/SJJ"JM/^';u"'  ?SliSd  i*'  '*''''  ""'  *'" 
Ho*  tMnnlM  (Mlaa  tba  OuOa  lata  Ma  MiriL  on^Ag 
liaon  ilMt  it  waa  haid  Air  bin  to  kHp  It,  Uia  BullA  baiaii 


th  thinn  ai  H  nwal  aaiilr  tfuiaon«1,  ivld,  tilvBf,  ud  a 
nU.wiaiuiiiDUBilMn  aidaniiDar,  irharaar  t^ Uad raaU 

IM  CHiail  sania  tbr  naala  and  null,  and  Dtln>r  cr>ni«  ai._ 
■nliia,  iiB  IM  miai,  and  taid  all  tntcthrr  fo  ana  tanw  thin 
Sa  Buk  Oh  prtaaoara  andalaw  ^nn.  la  innn  Uir  dailli  nf 

Ttsnab  wllfc  UwlrklaSTuS  birrlnpUirlr^Eai^awi'^ ' 
bHpofwMi  afiar  ihaiha  Mivck  iMi  itaB  litad' or  Iha  t 

n.  throarini  Iha  lall  abova  all,  ■>  u  uikaall  tualher 

foil  to  Iha  aatniia ;  and  Dili  ixllai  ii  callad  r>I  ■■>•  DuqiIh 
Ul^.   Uat  oCall,  ba  a>t  tbc  li<m«  on  lit.  and  buni  - - 

kalt^kiBf  ottbc  Caaila  erOoiulu. Ibr il ii lUppaMd ' 


■■!!l'i-.f'1'"L*;J 


lit  had  liappnird,  eana  blDiaatfb  in  paraoa  lo  Dtnrlaa,  ar^ 

ir  r^  Jamci  DDBdaal  fetlinf  him  arain  inia  IJaorlaHlal'. 
■r  IheeattlalTitl  ftdnmr  111110  Iha  Caalla.and  whealhaCir 
Irara  Ihf  m  and  In  fca  awar-    TbuatadidonpnloiiHIiilB' 

■bDUldflnd  tn  Ihaiiairnf  IhaOaaltv.aaif  llinhadbrvnlhiirti 
and  ntiban.  ai  lliaf  had  dooa  enan  befofa-   Tba  CB|>xain  hmr 

liHll  w]lh  aurh  Wla  that  hH  dmb  frunnujMvhn  jhnuld  ha  Anrk 

rar  barnnd  iiM  placa  of  ambaaaado.  wbKb  *liaa  ibvr  v*f 
ali«d,  riajnr  guiekir  oat  of  ihair  cowri,  Uiar  aai  Aarcalf  upon 


I  uaanll  hiai,  mmifllbal  itliir 


wni  ll.at  (lie  I  anilabli.  and  *^JM  van  wiALi,  Mi 


APPENDIX 


For  baMfittlMin  all  Mfe  home  to  the  Loid  Clifford, 

1  gave  ttaon  also  provision  and  niooejr  for  their  entertain- 
ot  by  the  wajr.  The  Caitle,  which  he  had  burnt  only  befoii^ 
Mr  he  ranth,  and  caati  down  the  walla  thereof  to  the  «rpaad. 
theae  and  the  like  j)roeeedincti  within  a  ihort  while  he 
Ml  Dooriajdale,  Attnck  Forest,  and  Jedward  Forest,  of  the 
(lish  ganrisons  and  subjection.— IMd.  ^fsst. 


No.  U. 


ctiaets  from  Tm  BmvcB— "  Liber  compositus  perMagistrmn 
ohannem  Baiher,  Archidiaconnum  Abyrdoneosen,  de  gestis, 
«llii.  et  virtutibtts,  Domini  Robert!  Brwyss,  Regis  Scocie 
llutftrissimi,  et  de  conquestu  regnl  Scocie  per  eoadem,  ot  de 
>omino  Jacobo  de  Douglas."— Edited  hy  John  Jamieson, 
).  D..  F.  R.  8.  E..  &o.  &C.  Edinburgh,  1820.] 

Now  takis  James  his  wiage 
Towart  Dowglas,  his  heretage, 
With  twa  yemen.  for  owtyn  ma ; 
That  wes  a  symple  stuff  to  ta, 
A  land  or  a  castell  to  win. 
The  quhethir  he  yamyt  to  begyn 
Till  bring purpoM  till  ending; 
For  fud  help  is  in  gud  begynnyng. 
For  gild  b«inrnnyng,  and  hardy, 
Gi-n  it  be  rolowit  wittily, 
May  ger  oftsyss  unlikly  thing 
Cum  to  Aill  conabill  ending. 
8wa  did  it  here :  but  lie  wes  wyss 
And  saw  he  mydit,  on  nakyn  wyss, 
Werray  his  fk  with  eryn  mycht : 
Tharfor  he  thocht  to  wyrk  with  slyeht 
And  in  Dowglas  daile,  his  eountrt. 
Upon  an  evynnyng  entryt  he. 
And  than  a  man  wnnnyt  tharby. 
That  wasoff  nreyndis  weill  mychtr. 
And  ryclie  of  moble^  and  off  cateill : 
And  had  bene  till  his  fadyr  lerll : 
And  till  him  selff,  in  hi*  yowtJiea, 
He  haid  done  mony  a  thankftil  deid. 
Thorn  Dicson  wes  his  name  perfay. 
Till  him  he  send  ;  and  gan  him  pray, 
Tliat  he  wald  cum  all  annrljr 
For  to  spek  with  him  priueiy. 
And  he  but  daunger  till  him  gals : 
Rot  fra  he  tauld  nlm  quhat  he  wais, 
He  eret  for  joy,  and  for  pit£ ; 
And  him  rycht  till  his  houM  had  he : 
Quiuu  in  a  cbambre  priueiy 
He  held  him,  and  his  cumpanf , 
That  nana  had  off  him  persaving. 
Off  mete,  and  dr^nk,  and  othyr  thing, 
That  mycht  thaim  eyss,  thai  had  plants. 
Sa  %rrocht  he  thorow  sutelt^. 
That  all  the  lele  men  off  that  land. 
That  with  his  (kdyr  war  duclland. 
This  gud  man  gort  cum,  ane  and  ane, 
And  mak  him  inanrent  euir  ilkane; 
And  he  him  selff  fyrsl  homage  maid. 
Dowglas  in  part  gret  glaidschip  haid. 
That  tiie  gud  men  off  his  cuntr< 
Wald  swarate  till  him  bundyn  be. 
He  speryt  the  conwvne  off  the  land, 
And  quha  the  rastell  had  in  hand. 
And  thai  him  tauld  all  halily: 
And  syne  amang  them  priueiy 
Thai  ordanyt,  that  he  still  suld  be 
Tn  hiddillis,  and  in  priwet^,  * 

Till  Palme  Sonday,  that  wes  ner  hand, 
The  thrid  day  eftyr  folowand. 
For  than  the  folk  off  that  countr< 
Assembl/t  at  the  kyrk  wald  be ; 
And  thai,  that  in  the  castell  wer, 
Wald  als  be  thar,  ttiar  palmys  to  bar. 
As  folk  that  had  na  dreid  off  ill ; 
For  thai  thoucht  all  wes  at  tliair  will 
Than  suld  he  cum  with  his  twa  men. 
Bot,  for  that  men  sold  nocht  him  ken. 
He  suld  ane  mantill  haiff  auld  and  bar. 
And  a  flaill,  as  he  a  thrsMcher  war. 
Undyr  the  mantill  nocht  for  tlii 
He  suld  be  armyt  priuelr. 
And  quhen  the  men  off  his  countrf. 
That  suld  all  boune  befor  him  be, 
His  ensenre  mycht  her  hym  cry, 
Then  suld  thai,  fUll  enforcely, 
Rycht  ymyddys  the  kyrk  assaill 
The  Ingliss  men  with  hard  bataill 
Sw.i  that  nana  mycht  eschnp  tliam  fra ; 
For  thar  throwch  trowyt  thai  to  ta 
The  castell,  that  beiiid  wes  ner. 
And  quhen  this,  that  I  tell  you  her, 
Wes  aiu'iMytf  and  undertane, 
Ukane  till  his  howss  hame  is  gane  ; 
And  held  this  spek  in  priuet6, 
Till  the  day  off  thar  assembly. 

The  folk  npoo  ttit  Sonounday 
Held  to  Sayoet  Bridia  kyrk  thair  way 
And  tha  that  is  Ito  owtell  war 
Isehyt  owL  bath  l«  and  mar. 
And  waoc  ttalr  Plteya  for  to  bar ; 
Owtaaa  a  «■  aada  parter. 
Janaa  iiftlmmwfm  dT  thair  commyng, 
■liiw  had  witting; 
4M 


And  apod  him  till  the  kyric  ia  hy. 

Bot  or  he  oome,  loo  hastily 

Ane  off  his  criyt,  "  DowglM  I  Dowglas !" 

Thomas  Dlksoo,  that  nafreet  aras 

Till  thaim  that  war  off  the  castell, 

That  war  all  innouth  the  chanoell, 

Quhen  he  "  Dowglas  i"  swa  hey  herd  cry, 

Ehew  owt  his  swerd ;  and  fbllely 

Ruschyt  amang  thaim  to  and  tn.- 

Bot  ane  or  twa,  Car  owtyn  ma, 

Tliao  in  hy  war  left  lyand. 

Quhill  Dow^Us  come  rycht  at  hand. 

And  then  eiuhrcyton  thaim  the  cry. 

Bot  thai  the  chansell  sturdely 

Held,  and  thaim  defbndyt  wele. 

Till  off  thair  men  war  slayne  snmdell. 

Bot  the  Dowglace  sa  weill  him  bar, 

That  all  the  men,  that  witli  him  war. 

Had  comfort  of  his  wele  doyng ; 

And  he  him  sparyt  nakyn  thing, 

Bot  provyt  swa  his  fbroe  in  fycnt, 

That  throw  his  worschip,  and  his  mycht. 

His  men  sa  keynly  helpyt  than. 

That  thai  the  chancel  on  thaim  wan. 

Than  dans  thai  on  swa  hardyly, 

That  in  sehort  tyme  men  mycht  so  ly 

The  twa  part  dede,  or  then  deand. 

The  lave  war  sesyt  sooe  in  hand, 

Swa  that  off  thretty  levyt  nana, 

That  thai  na  war  slayne  ilkan,  or  tane. 


James  off  Dowglaa,  quhen  this 
The  presoneris  has  he  tane  alsooa 
And  with  thaim  off  his  cumpany, 
Towart  the  castell  went  in  liy. 
Or  noriss,  or  cry,  auld  ryss. 
And  for  he  wald  thaim  sone  suppriaa. 
That  leryi  in  the  castell  war, 
That  war  bat  twa  for  owtrn  mar, 
Fy  ve  men  or  sex  befor  send  he. 
That  fknd  all  opyn  the  entr^  ; 
And  entryt,  and  tlie  porter  tuk 
Rydit  at  tlie  gate,  and  syne  the  enk. 
With  that  Dowglas  come  to  the  gat 
And  entryt  in  for  owtrn  debate : 
And  fand  the  mete  all  redygratnit. 
With  burdys  set.  and  clathis  layiL 
The  gaitis  then  he  eert  sper, 
And  sat,  and  eyt  all  at  layser. 
i^rne  all  the  gudis  turasxt  thai 
lliat  thaim  thocht  thai  mycht  haiff  away : 
And  namir  wapnys,  and  armyng, 
Siluer,  and  tmimr,  and  clethyng. 
Vyctailis,  that  myrht  nocht  tursyt  be, 
On  this  maner  destroyit  he. 
All  the  victalis,  owtane  salt, 
Als  quheyt,  and  flour,  and  meill,  and  malt 
In  the  wyno  seller  gert  he  bring; 
And  samyn  on  the  fhir  all  flyna . 
And  the  presoneris  that  he  had  tane 
Rycht  thar  in  gert  he  heid  ilkaoe ; 
Syne  off  the  townnys  he  lied  is  outstrak  * 
A  foule  mell j  thar  gane  im  mak. 
For  meile,  and  malt,  and  bind,  and  wyne. 
Ran  all  to  gidder  in  a  mellyne, 
That  was  unsemly  for  to  se. 
Tharfor  the  men  off  that  ooantr€ 
For  swa  fble  thar  mellyt  wer, 
Callit  it  the  "  Dowglas  Lardner." 
Syne  tuk  he  salt,  as  Ic  luinl  tell, 
And  ded  horas,  and  sordid  the  wall ; 
And  brynt  all,  owtakyn  stane  ; 
And  is  forth,  with  his  menye,  gayne 
Till  his  resett  r  for  him  thoucht  weill, 
Qiff  he  had  haldyn  the  castell, 
It  had  bene  assegyt  raith  ; 
And  that  him  thoucht  to  mekill  waith. 
For  he  oe  had  hop  off  reakewyng. 
And  it  is  to  peralous  thmg 
la  castell  assegyt  to  be. 
Quhar  want  is  off  thir  thingis  thrs ; 
Victaill,  or  men  with  thair  armyng. 
Or  than  gud  hop  off  rescufng. 
And  for  he  dred  thlr  thingis  sold  fkile. 
He  chesyt  fVirthwart  to  trawaill, 
Quhar  he  rchtm  at  his  larges  be ; 
And  swa  dry ve  Airth  his  destanfi. 

On  this  wise  wee  the  oaatell  tan. 
And  slayne  that  war  tharin  ilkan. 
The  Dowglas  syne  all  his  menye 
Gert  in  ser  placis  depertyt  be ; 
For  men  sold  wyt  quhar  thai  war. 
That  yeid  depertyt  her  and  thar. 
Thaim  tliat  war  woundyt  gert  he  ly 
In  till  hiddillis,  all  priueiy ; 
And  cert  god  leechis  till  thaim  bring 
Quhill  that  thai  war  in  till  haling. 
And  him  selff,  with  a  few  menre, 
Quhile  ane,  quhile  twa,  and  quhile  thra, 
And  umquhill  all  him  all  ane, 
(n  hiddillis  throw  the  land  is  gane. 
Sa  dred  he  Inglis  men  his  mycht, 
That  he  durst  nocht  wele  cum  in  sveht 
For  thai  war  tliat  tyme  all  waldaad 
As  aaist  lordis,  ovr  all  the  laad. 


But  imiMdii,  U 
OCUiiaMttlutE 

Ami  BHTt  hu  iMn  ihu  md  bid  III 
Awl  MM  ■>!■  U  DurpM  tut. 
Ta  bk(  ilH  mHU  IP  tnt"- 

Ht  DHiiiEui  DM  conipnir. 
And  lill  Dnffia  ha  Waal  b  br 
Aad  biintwp  IM  tutHI  (iilUi  i 
Aid  nfdil  ncM  lUlnrt  ud  niDi 
Aod  put  liiu&  Ttelallia  ud  mn. 
Hfl  ]«rt  behind  htm  Capitut. 

'■'■'"'"""'■-' "■'fjfiv... 


TDiaiiabMliR  hp  iinliji«li'»  Urih 

Wild  MllMr  IkM  «iUl  lUl  mnir 
Ha  Hid  1  funac  viiucif 
Off  tMin  ibu  wu  nn  hia  nni' : 
tSu  <nr  ■  ttU,  ihii  !l«f dimi  fti 


tnOiTnrr* 

BavehDiHhli 


:S,™ 


■Dllirr**a]l.  for  duff  nDu. 


»  [Uutil  nil  bKia  w«  bir. 
'•icll  rrrionit  M  fud  vtid. 


uln  Dwt  off  arty ; 


CASTLE   DANGEROUS. 


CHAPTER  I. 


It  was  M  ths  clow  af  an  early  st 
tnlure,  in  a  cold  provinco  of  Scollm 
fium  her  winier'B  sleep,  and  Ihesir  . 

ixit  the  Tt^elation,  bbto  promise  uf  d.. „„„  „, 

ihf  n^ur  of  iha  KaBon,  thsl  iwo  [ravcllere,  whose 
wpesrancanl  Ihal  onrly  period  siifficicnllynnnouncod 
indr  wandering  character,  whicb.  in  gcneml,  secured 
a  free  possBRa  even  IlirouBh  a  danntroiis  eountty, 
^vere  Men  coming  from  ihe  sou ih- westward,  wilhina 
M  few  milM  of  (he  Caatlc  nf  Duuglaii,  and  aeented  to 
Im  holdias  iheir  course  in  1)10  direction  of  ilie  nver  of 
tbat  nairw,  wliase  dale  itTurdcd  a  apeciea  of  approach 
toihal  memnrablo  feudal  fortTBsa.  The  stream,  amal] 
an  cornpariaon  to  the  extent  of  its  fattvv  served  aa  a 
Itind  ordrain  to  the  country  m  iia  nnghbourhood,  and 
at  the  same  time  aHorded  the  means  afa  roitgh  road 
totheCBBIIeDQd  vdloKc.  The  hiRh  lorda  to  whom 
the  caalle  had  for  ages  bclonf|«d.  might,  had  they 
cboaen,  have  made  this  acceaa  acrcfll  deal  smooihiT 
and  more  convraieat  i  but  itacre  had  been  as  yet  little 
or  noexercMC  for  those  (teiuuae&  who  have  taught  all 
the  worid  thai  it  is  belter  10  lake  the  more  circuitous 
■   ■     '    «ofa 


1«  were  those  mysteiieadrenmedof  which  M'Adam 
■nstrflau  days  expounded.  Bui,  indeed,  to  what  pur- 
piMp  shouKI  the  ancient  DourIhwos  have  employed 
aia  principles,  evenif  Ihcy  had  known  Ihcmin  ever  so 
mDcfa  prafeciion?  Wbeel-eaniagea.  except  of  tbe 
moat  clumsy  descnption,  and  lor  the  most  limple 
wrationa  of  agriculture,  were  totally  iickiuwn. 
Eventho  mostdelicite  female  had  no  resource  bts  a 
Inrae,  or,  in  canoreore  infirmity,  a  litter.  Themnn 
wed  their  own  sturdy  limbs,  01  hardy  horses,  to 
tlaiuort  ihemseliaBniim  place  (o  place;  and  travel- 
ing Minala  in  parncular, experienced  no  >mBllii>con- 
Muenee  trom  the  nig^  nature  ol  the  counUr.  A 
swollen  lorzent  aomeltmea  croaaed  their  path,  and 

Iheir  frenzy.  The  bank  of  a  amall  river  was  occa- 
wwiatly  torn  away  by  the  effects  of  a  ihnnder-etorm,  a 


ibatrict.  or  obtained  ti 


laina  which  bounds  the  valley  to  tlie  aauthwest.  from 


mnlryislbata 
and,  ibrminK,  1 


t  njd,  ol  sudden 
hilUoflhF»J 
0  great  lenRth  of  lime  1 


the  dale  of  the  story,  hcei.  . .    _       __ 

■mw  of  them  still  ntiirst  by  bcarinz  the  nanie  of  inair. 
thai  ia,  wild  natural  wood.  The  neighbourhood  of 
j._  n — 1 er  itself  waa  flat  land,  capable  of  bear- 


what  they  rsquirnl  tif  tfieN  pniduci 
■" lepem  theedgeof  ■'--  ~ — 


woodland  country,  till  both  terminated  in  deaolals 
and  partly  inaccessible  moortanda. 

Above  all  il  was  war-time,  and  otnecessily  all  dr- 
ciimsinnces  of  mere  convenience  were  obliged  to 
give  way  to  aparamount  sense  of  danger;  Iheinbabil- 
anlB,  Iherelbrc,  instead  of  Hying  to  amend  the  palha 
which  connected  them  wnh  other  distncta,  were 
thankful  that  the  natural  dilHculiics  which  auriounded 
indered  it  unnccessaty  to  break  uporio  Ibrtify 


produce  of  their  01  ._  

of  which  served  for  the  oierciiie  oi  lucl 

culture,  while  the  better  part  of  the  m 

forest  glena,  produce  pnsiiue  for  their  herds  and  Ilacka. 
The  recesses  of  the  unexplored  depths  of  tliese  syltrtn 
retreats  bong  ■cldom  disturbed,  especially  since  the 
lonlsof  the  district  hsd  laid  aside,  during  ilii*  lima  ct 
..^1--  .L.J . — .  occupation  of  hunling,  the  wti- 

roughBrparw 


jtrifs,  their  ct~. .-r-... -« — ... 

oua  kinds  of  gBine  had  increased  of  late  very  aMidd- 
erably  i  so  that  not  only  in  ciosai 


of  the  iiilly  and  desolate  country  we  are  describini 
'  "" — ' of  deer  were  oocnuionally  sPen,  bi 


iG  wild  cat  lie  pi 


Loihiana,  here  maiut 
encruachmonls  of  mai 

In  winter  especially,  a 


KinliTed  Elate  of  Ihe  penod. 
ntly  MLirjiriscd  in  the  dark 

re  populous  itistrirtt!  of  Ihe 


IS  tiunllr  l< 


mity  fur  lack<^fbod,  and  used  to  ^requen^  indanpr- 
ous  numbera,  the  bsiile-lield,  the  deserted  churchyanl 
—nay,  sometimes  llie  abodes  uf  living  men,  then  to 
watch  for  rhildrrn,  ihcir  dcfencolcsi  prey,  with  ss 

10  prowl  near  the  mistrcss'st  poultry-yard. 

From  that  we  have  said,  our  reedcrs,  if  ihcy  hays 
made— aa  who  in  these  days  has  nol— the  Scottiih 
tour,  will  be  able  lo  form  a  lolerabty  just  idea  of  th« 
wilder  aiul  upper  part  of  Douglas  Dole,  during  the 
earlier  period  of  (he  fourteenth  cetitury.  The  ssniu 
- 1-^-  -1 1 1--J  -;ount^y^  which 

Is,  tetmna' 
LeaserO 

,  the  father  of 
the  hills  in  the  neiuhiuutliood,  the  niurce  of  a  bun- 
dred  stresmiL  and  by  far  Ihe  laroBSI  of  the  ridge,  still 
hcildins  in  hia  dark  bosom,  and  in  the  ravines  with 


a  with  which  all   t 

nee  covered,  una  panic- 
vers— both  those  which 
ch  aeik  ihc  west  todis- 
wny— hide  like  so  many 


1  back  fitn 

Dol  or  stream  {  sometimes  restina  on  grur  lOna, 
uge  ctimberera  of  the  soil,  which  labour  anaagncol- 
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ture  have  since  removed,  and  eometimes  contenting 
itBelf  with  gilding  ihc  uank  of  the  stream  tinged 
alternately  gray,  green,  or  ruddy  as  the  ground  itself 
consisttni  or  rock,  or  grassy  turf,  or  hare  earthen 
mound  or  looked  at  a  distance  like  a  rampart  of  dark 
red  porphyry.  Occasionally,  too,  the  eye  rested  on  the 
steep  brown  e.xtenl  of  tnoorland,  as  the  sunbeam 
glanced  back  from  the  little  tarn  or  mountain  pool, 
whom.'  hidtre,  like  that  of  the  eye  in  the  human  coun- 
tenance, gives  a  life  and  vivacity  to  every  feature 
aiDund. 

Tile  elder  and  stouter  of  the  two  travellers  whom 
wo  have  metitioned,  was  a  person,  well,  and  even 
showily  dressed,  acconiinj'  to  ihe  finery  of  the  times, 
and  borf  at  his  back,  as  wandering  minstrels  were 
wont,  3  case,  eontainin;>  a  small  harp,  roie,  or  viol,  or 
some  auch  species  of  musical  instnmient  for  aecom- 
panyin'.:  the  voice.  The  leathern  cas»5  announced  so 
much,  although  ir  proclaimed  not  the  exact  nature  of 
the  instrument.  The  colour  of  thi;  traveller's  doub- 
let was  blue,  and  that  of  his  hose  violet,  with  slashes 
which  showed  a  lining  of  tiie same  colour  with  the  jer- 
kin. A  mantlcought.  according  to  ordinary  custom,  to 
have  covered  this  dress;  but  the  heat  of  the  sun, 
though  the  sea.son  was  so  early,  liad  induced  the 
wearer  to  fold  up  his  cloak  in  small  comnass,  and 
form  it  into  a  bundle,  attached  to  the  shoulders  like 
the  military  great-coat  of  the  infantry  soldier  of  the 
present  day.  The  neatness  with  which  it  was  made 
up,  argued  the  precision  of  a  practised  traveller,  who 
had  been  long  accustomed  to  every  restjurce  which 
change  of  weather  required.  A  preat  profusion  of 
narrow  ribands  or  points,  constituting  the  loops  with 
which  our  ancestors  connected  their  doublet  and 
hose,  formed  a  kind  of  cordon,  composed  of  knots  of 
blue  or  violet,  which  surrounded  the  traveller's  person, 
and  thus  assimilated  in  colour  with  the  two  garments 
which  it  was  the  office  of  these  strings  to  combine. 
The  bonnet  usually  worn  with  this  showy  dress,  was 
of  that  kind  with  which  Henry  the  Kiglith  and  his 
son,  Edward  the  Sixth,  are  usually  represt.-nted.  It 
was  more  fitted,  froni  the  gay  stufi'of  which  it  was 
composed,  to  appear  in  a  public  place,  than  to  encoun- 
ter a  storm  of  rain.  It  was  party-colouriHl,  being 
made  of  ditlennt  stripes  of  blue  and  violet;  and  the 
wearer  arrogated  a  certain  degre**  of  gentility  to  him- 
self, by  weanng  a  plnm(!of  eonsiderable  dimensions 
of  the  same  favourite  colours.  The  feutures  over 
which  this  feather  drooj»c<l  wi-rein  no  degree  remark- 
able for  peculiarity  of  fxpression.  Yet  in  so  desolate 
a  country  as  the  we^t  of  Scotland,  it  would  not  have 
been  easy  to  ])ass  the  man  without  more  minute 
attention  than  he  would  have  met  with  where  there 
was  more  in  the  character  of  the  scenery  to  arrest  the 
gaze  of  the  passengers. 

A  quick  eye,  a  s*)ciable  look,  seeming  to  say,  "  Ay, 
look  at  me,  I  am  a  man  worth  noticing,  and  not 
unworthy  your  attention,"  carried  with  it,  neverthe- 
less, an  interpretation  which  might  be  thought  favour- 
able or  otherwise,  according  to  the  character  of  the 
person  whom  the  traveller  met.  A  knight  or  soldier 
would  merely  have  thought  that  lie  had  met  a  merry 
felloW|_who  could  sing  a  wild  song  or  tdl  a  wild  tale, 
andfipp  to  empty  a  flagon,  with  all  the  accomplish- 
ments necessary  for  a  boon  comitanion  at  a  hostelry, 
except  perhaps  an  ahicritv  at  defraying  his  share  of 
the  reckoning.  A  chunrhinan.  on  the  other  hand, 
might  have  thought  he  of  the  blue  and  violet  was  of 
too  loose  habits,  and  accustome<l  too  little  to  limit 
himself  within  the  boundaries  of  beseeming  mirth,  to 
he  fit  society  for  one  of  his  sacred  calling.  Yet  the 
Man  of  Song  had  a  ctrtain  steudini'ssuf  eonntenance, 
which  seemed  fitie<l  to  hold  place  in  scenes  of  serious 
business  as  well  as  of  gaycty.  A  wayfaring  passen- 
ger of  wealth  (not  at  that  time  a  numerous  class) 
might  have  feared  in  him  a  professional  robber,  or  one 
whom  opportunity  was  very  likely  to  convert  into 
such;  a  female  might  have  been  apprehensive  of 
uncivil  treatment:  and  a  youth,  or  timid  person, 
might  hBYO  thought  of  murder,  or  such  direful  doing. 
IJiueaa  pri?ately  armed,  however,  the  minstrel  was 
ill  accoutred  for  any  dangerous  occupation.  His 
only  visible  weapon  was  a  small  crooked  sword,  like 
what  we  now  call  a  hanger;  and  the  state  of  the 


times  would  have  justified  any  man.  however  peaceful 
his  intentions,  in  being  so  far  armed  against  the  perils 
of  the  road. 

If  a  glance  at  this  man  had  in  any  respect  prfiii- 
diced  him  in  the  opinion  of  these  whom  be  met  on  his 
journey,  a  look  at  his  companion  would,  so  far  as  hn 
character  could  be  guessed  at—  for  he  was  clot*.lv 
iimtiled  up— have  passed  for  an  ar'Olog\'  and  warrau 
for  his  associate.  The  younger  iravtller  was  ajpa- 
rently  in  early  youth,  a  soft  and  gentle  boy,  whose 
Sclavonic  gown,  the  appropriate  dress  of  the  pil:?r.ni, 
he  wore  mon-  closely  drawn  about  him  than  ir^ 
coldne?iSof  the  weather  seemed  to  authorize  or  recon- 
nund.  His  features,  imperfectly  seen  under  :'ji 
hood  of  his  pilgrim's  dress,  were  prcporaessini;  in  a 
high  degrc'.>;  and  though  he  vyorc  a  \valking  swurdii 
jM'emr-d  rather  to  he  in  compliance  with  general  fasJi- 
ion  than  from  any  violent  purpose  he  did  s;).  Tbm 
were  traces  of  sadness  upon  nis  brow,  and  of  tu.'v 
upon  his  cheeks ;  and  his  weariness  was  such,  ai 
even  his  rougher  comnanion  st^emed  to  sympaihize 
witli,  while  he  privately  participated  also  m  tht  £>^r- 
row  which  left  its  marks  upon  a  countenance  sol./^^ 
ly.  They  spoke  together,  and  the  elder  of  the  rwc. 
while  he  assumed  the  deferential  air  proper  to  a  man 
of  inferior  rank  addressing  a  superior,  showed,  in  lone 
and  gesture,  something  that  amountisl  to  intercut  and 
atl'ection. 

"  Bertram,  my  friend."  said  the  younger  of  the  two, 
"how  far  arc  we  still  from  Douglas  Castle?  We 
have  already  come  farther  than  the  twtnty  nM 
which  thou  didst  say  was  the  distance  from  Cain- 
inoek~or  how  didst  thou  call  the  last  hosterly  wh.ch 
we  left  by  daybreak"?" 

"Cumnock,  my  dearest  lady— I  beg  ten  thousawi 
excuses— my  gracious  young  lord." 

"  Call  me  Augustine,"  replied  his  comrade,  '"  if  yw 
mean  to  speak  as  is  fittest  for  the  lime." 

"  Nay,  as  for  that,"'  said  tierirani,  "  if  your  lady- 
ship can  condescend  to  lay  aside  your  quality,  myovn 
good-breeding  is  not  so  firmly  seweti  to  me  but  that  I 
can  doff  it,  and  resume  it  again  wiiiiout  its  losing  ft 
stitch ;  anci  since  your  ladyship,  to  whom  I  am  swum 
in  obedience,  is  pleased  to  command  that  I  should 
treat  you  as  my  own  son,  shame  it  were  to  me  il  1 
were  not  to  show  you  the  afiection  of  a  father,  men 
especially  as  I  may  well  swear  my  great  oath,  thai  I 
owe  you  theduty  of  such,  though  well  I  wot  itha&ia 
our  case,  been  the  lot  of  the  parent  to  be  main'aiDed 
by  the  kindness  and  libera hty  of  the  child ;  for  wbta 
was  it  that  I  hungerf.d  or  thirsted,  and  the  block *ty^* 
of  Berkley  did  not  relieve  my  wants  7" 

"I  would  have  it  so,"  answered  the  young pil^m: 
"  I  would  have  it  so.  What  use  of  the  mountauu  cf 
becC  and  the  oceans  of  beer,  which  they  say  uu: 
domains  produce,  if  there  is  a  hungry  heart  ai;ic:^ 
our  vassalage^  or  especially  if  thou,  Bertram,  who  basi 
served  as  the  minstrel  of  our  house  for  mon  than 
twenty  years,  shouldst  experience  such  q  feeling?" 

"  Certes,  lady,"  answered  Bertram,  "  it  would  be 
like  the  catastrophe  which  is  told  of  the  Baron  of 
Faslenough,  when  his  last  mouse  was  stani'ed  to  death 
in  the  very  pantry;  and  if  I  escape  this  journey 
without  such  a  calamity,  I  shall  think  myself  oai 
of  reach  of  thirst  or  famine  for  the  whole  of  my  lift" 

"  Thou  hast  suffered  already  once  or  twice  by  ibew 
attacks,  my  poor  friend."  said  the  lady. 

"It is  little,"  answered  Bertram,  "any  thing  that  I 
havesuflcred ;  and  I  were  ungrateful  to  give  tbieioooo- 
venience  of  missing  a  breakfast,  or  making  an  un- 
timely dinner,  so  serious  a  name.  But  then  I  hardly 
see  how  vour  ladyship  can  endure  this  gear  much 
longer.  You  must  youreklf  feel,  that  the  plnddiug 
along  these  high  lands,  of  which  the  Scots  giTe  ut 
such  good  measure  in  their  miles,  is  no  jesting  maitfr: 
and  as  for  Douglas  Castle,  why  it  is  still  tmce  good 
miles  oflf." 

"The  question  then  is,*'  quoth  the  lady,  heaving i 
sigh,  "  what  we  are  to  do  when  we  have  so  far  u 
travel,  and  when  the  castle  gates  must  be  locked  long 
before  we  arrive  there  ?" 

"For   that  I  will  pledge  my  word,"  aoswersd 

'Tlifl  table  donnaot,  whieb  stsod  io  ■  baraa'i  bill,  ■*■ 
ofteo  to  dMifoated. 
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Bertnm.  "  The  gates  of  Douglas,  under  the  keep- 
in?  of  Sir  Juhn  de  Wnlt^^n,  do  nut  open  m  easily  as 
those  of  the  buttory  hatch  at  our  own  castle,  vvlien 
it  id  wdl  oiled  ;  and  if  your  ladyship  inke  my  advice, 
you  will  turn  southward  ho!  iind  in  two  days  at  far- 
rhc-si.  we  slinll  be  in  a  land  where  men  s  wants 
nrv  provided  for,  as  the  inns  proclaim  it,  with  the 
ir-:kat  possible  delay,  and  the  secret  of  this  little  jour- 
ney snail  never  be  known  to  hving  mortal  but  our- 
^-L-lve«,  as  sure  as  I  am  sworn  minstrel  and  man  of 
riirn. 

'*  I  thank  thee  for  thv  advice,  mine  honest  Hertruin," 
«aid  the  ladv,  '^but  I  cannot  profit  by  it.  Should 
thy  knowledge  of  these  parts  possess  thee  with  an 
af:<iuaintance  with  anv  decent  house,  whether  it  be- 
long to  rich  or  poor,  I  would  willingly  take  quarters 
there,  if  I  could  obtain  them  from  this  time  until  to- 
morrow morning.  The  gates  of  Douglas  Castle  will 
then  be  open  to  guests  of  so  peaceful  an  appearance 
:is  we  carry  with  us,  and— and— it  will  out— we  might 
h:ivc  time  to  make  such  applications  to  our  toilet  as 
nii;;ht  ensure  us  a  good  reception,  by  drawing  a 
comb  through  our  locks,  or  such  like  foppery." 

**Ah,  maidam !"  said  Bertram,  "were  not  Sir 
John  de  Walton  in  question,  methinks  I  should  ven- 
ture to  reply,  that  an  unwasheil  brow,  an  unkempt 
head  of  hair,  and  a  look  far  more  saucy  than  your 
ladyship  ever  wears,  or  can  wear,  were  the  proper  dis- 
guise to  trick  out  that  minstrel's  boy.  whom  you  wish 
to  represent  in  the  present  pageant. 

"  Do  you  suffer  your  youthful  pupils  to  be  indeed 
so  slovenly  and  so  saucy,  Bertram  ?"  answered  the 
lady.  "  I  for  one  will  not  imitate  theni  in  that  par- 
ticular ;  and  whether  Sir  John  be  now  in  the  Castle 
of  Douglas  or  not,  I  will  treat  the  soldiers  who  hold 
so  honourable  a  charge  with  a  washed  brow,  and  a 
head  of  hair  somewhat  ordered.  As  forgoing  back 
without  8e«ng  a  castle  which  has  minglca  even  with 
my  very  dreams— at  a  word,  Bertram,  thou  mayst  go 
that  way^  but  I  will  not." 

'*And  if  I  part  with  your  ladyship  on  such  terms," 
raQ)onded  the  minstrel,  "  now  your  frolic  is  so  near- 
ly accomplished,  it  shall  be  the  foul  fiend  himself, 
and  notbmg  more  comely  or  less  dangerous,  that 
shall  tear  me  from  your  side ;  and  fur  lodging,  there 
is  not  far  from  hence  the  house  of  one  Tom  Dickson 
of  Hazelside,  one  of  the  most  honest  fellows  of  the 
dale,  and  who^  although  a  labourins;  man,  ranked  as 
high  as  a  wamor,  when  I  was  in  this  country,  as  any 
noble  gentleman  that  rode  in  the  band  of  the  Douglas." 

"He  is,  then,  a  soldier?"  said  the  lady. 

*'  When  his  country  or  his  lord  need  his  sword," 
replied  Bertram~"and,  to  say  the  truth,  they  are  sel- 
dom at  peace :  but  otherwise,  he  is  no  enemy,  save  to 
the  wolf  which  plunders  his  herds." 

''  But  foTgcl  not,  my  tnisty  guide,"  replied  the  lady, 
"that  the  blood  in  our  veins  is  English,  and  conse- 
Quently,  that  we  are  in  danger  from  all  who  call 
tnemselves  foes  to  the  ruddy  Cross." 

"Do  not  fear  this  man's  faith,"  answered  Bertram. 

"You  may  tnist  to  him  as  to  the  best  knight  or 
gentleman  of  the  land.  We  niay  make  good  ouriodg- 
ing  by  a  tune  or  a  song :  and  it  may  remember  you  that 
I  undertook  (provided  it  pleased  your  ladyship)  to 
temporize  a  httle  with  the  Scots,  who,  poor  souls, 
love  minstrelsey,  and  when  they  have  but  a  silver 
penny,  will  willingly  bestow  it  to  encourage  the  ^ay 
science— I  promised  you,  I  say,  that  we  should  be  as 
welcome  to  them  as  if  wo  had  been  bom  amidst  their 
own  wild  hills;  and  for  the  best  that  such  a  house 
as  Dickson's  affords,  the  gleeman's  son,  fair  lady, 
shall  not  breathe  a  wish  in  vain.  And  now,  will  you 
speak  your  mind  to  your  devoted  friend  and  adopted 
Cither,  or  rather  your  sworn  servant  and  guide,  Ber- 
tram tne  Minstrel,  what  it  is  your  pleasure  to  do  in  this 
matter?" 

"O,  we  will  certainly  acci'pt  of  iho  Scot's  hospital- 
ity," said  the  lady,"  your  minstrel  word  being  plif2:h ted 
tliathe  is  a  true  man. — Tom  Dickson,  call  you  him  ?" 

"Yes,"  replied  Bertram,"  such  is  his  name;  and  by 
lookin(f  on  these  sheep,  I  am  assured  that  we  are  now 
upon  his  land." 

''Indeed !"  sakl  the  lady,  with  some  surprise;  "  and 
how  is  your  wisdom  aware  of  that?" 


"  I  see  the  first  letter  of  his  name  marked  upon  this 
flock"  answered  the  guide.  "  Ah,  learning  is  what 
carries  a  man  through  the  world,  as  well  as  if  he  had 
the  ring  by  virtue  of  which  old  minstrels  tell  that 
Adam  understood  the  language  of  the  beasts  in  Para- 
dise. Ah,  madam!  there  is  more  wit  taught  in  the 
shepherd's  shieling  than  the  lady  thinks  of,  who  sews 
her  painted  scam  m  her  summer  bower." 

"  Be  it  so.  ^ood  Bertram.  And  although  not  so 
deeply  skilled  in  the  knowledge  of  written  language 
as  you  are,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  esteem  its  value 
more  than  I  actually  do;  so  hold  we  on  the  nearest 
road  to  tliis  Tom  Dickson's,  whose  very  sheep  tell  of 
his  when.'nb«)ut.  I  trust  we  have  not  very  far  to  go. 
although  the  knowledge  that  our  journey  is  shortei^ 
by  a  few  miles  has  so  much  recovered  my  fatigue, 
that  methinks  I  could  dance  all  the  rest  of  the  way." 


CHAPTER  II. 

Rosalind.    Well,  thit  ii  the  Foreit  of  Arden. 

Touchstone.  Aye,  now  am  I  in  Arden  :  the  more  fool  I. 
When  1  waa  at  home  I  wai  in  a  belter  place :  but  travallen 
rount  be  content 

Roi.  Aye.  t>e  to,  rood  Touchitone.— Look  you,  who  coidm 
here  ;  a  younf  man  and  an  old,  in  loiomn  talk. 

Am  Yoa  Likt  It.— Scene  ri.  Act  tl. 

As  the  travellers  spoke  together,  they  reached  a 
turn  of  the  path  which  presented  a  more  extensive 
prospect  than  the  broken  face  of  the  country  had  yet 
shown  them.  A  valley,  through  which  flowed  a 
small  tributary  stream,  exhibited  the  wild,  but  not 
unpleasant,  features  of  a  lone  vale  of  green  nraken ;" 
here  and  there  besprinkled  with  groups  of  alder-tree«, 
of  hazels,  and  of  copse  oakwood,  which  had  main- 
tained their  stations  in  the  recesses  of  the  valley, 
although  they  had  vanished  from  the  loftier  and  mora 
exposM  sides  of  the  hills.  The  farm-house,  or  man- 
sion-house, (for  from  its  size  and  appearance,  it  might 
have  been  the  one  or  the  other,)  was  a  large  but  low 
building,  and  the  walls  of  the  out-houses  were  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  resist  any  band  of  casual  depreda- 
tors. There  was  nothing,  however,  which  could 
withstand  a  more  powertul  force;  for.  in  a  country 
laid  waste  by  war,  the  farmer  waa  then,  as  now, 
obliged  to  take  his  chance  of  the  great  evils  attendant 
upon  that  state  of  things;  and  his  condition  never  a 
very  eligible  one,  was  rendered  considerably  worse 
by  the  insecurity  attendinfi^it.  About  half  a  mile  far- 
ther was  seen  a  Gothic  building  of  very  small  extent, 
having  a  half-dismantled  chapel,  which  the  minstrel 
pronounced  to  be  the  Abbey  of  Saint  Bride.  "  The 
place,"  he  said,  "  I  understand,  is  allowed  to  subsist, 
as  two  or  three  old  monks  and  as  many  nuns,  whom 
it  contains,  are  permitted  by  the  English  to  serve  G^ 
there,  and  sometimes  to  give  relief  to  Scottish  travel- 
lers; and  who  have  accordingly  taken  assurance 
with  Sir  John  de  Walton,  and  accented  as  their  supe- 
rior a  churchman  on  whom  he  thinks  ho  can  depend. 
But  if  these  guests  happen  to  reveal  any  secrets,  they 
are  by  some  means  or  other,  believed  to  fly  towards 
the  Eiiglish  governor;  and  therefore,  unless  your 
ladyshiip's  commands  be  positive,  I  think  we  had 
best  not  tniat  ourselves  to  their  hospitality." 

"Of  a  surety,  no,"  said  the  lady,  "if  thou  canst 
provide  me  with  lodgings  where  we  shall  have  more 
prudent  hosts." 

At  this  moment  two  human  forms  were  seen  to 
approach  the  farm-house  in  a  diflerent  direction  from 
the  travellers,  and  speaking  so  high,  in  a  tone  appa- 
rently of  dispute,  that  the  minstrel  and  his  compan- 
ion could  distinguish  their  voices  though  the  distance 
was  considerable.  Having  screened  his  eyes  with 
his  hand  for  some  minutes,  Bertram  at  length 
exclaimed,  "  By  our  Ladv,  it  is  my  old  friend,  Tom 
Dickson,  sure  enough  .'—What  can  make  him  in  such 
bad  humour  with  the  lad,  who,  I  think,  may  be  the 
little  wild  b<^>y,  his  son  Charles,  who  used  to  run 
about  and  plait  rushes  some  twenty  years  ago?  It  is 
lucky,  iiowever,  we  have  found  pur  friends  astbt  for, 
I  warrant,  Tom  hath  a  hearty  piece  of  beaf  in  the  pot 
ere  he  goes  to  bed,  and  he  must  have  ^fugftd  nis 
wont  iif  an  old  friend  hath  not  his  share ;  and  who 
knows,  had  we  come  later,  at  what  hour  tncy  may 
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now  find  it  convenient  to  drop  latch  and  draw  bolt 
so  near  a  hoiititc  garrison ;  for  if  we  call  thin^  by 
their  right  names^  such  is  the  i)ropcr  term  for  an 
English  garrison  m  the  castle  of  a  Scottish  noble- 
man." 

"  Foolish  man,"  answered  the  lady,  "thou  judgest 
of  Su  John  de  Walton  as  rhou  wouldst  of  sr»me  nide 
boor,  lo  whom  the  opportunity  of  doinp  what  lie  wills 
is  a  temptation  and  license  to  exereis*^  cruelty  and 
oppression.  Now,  1  could  plight  you  my  won!,  that, 
s<'iiing  ai)art  the  (juarrel  of  the  kingdom^  which,  of 
com-se^  will  be  fought  out  in  fair  battle  on  ImjiIi  sides, 
you  will  find  that  Knglish  and  Scottish,  within  this 
domiiin,  and  within  the  rr^ach  of  Sir  John  de  Walton's 
inrtuence-,  live  togi'ther  as  that  same  flock  of  sheep 
and  g«)at3  do  with  the  shepheni's  dog ;  a  foe  from 
whom  they  tly  upon  certain  occasions,  but  around 
whom  they  nevertheless  eagerly  gather  f«)r  prott^c- 
tion  should  a  wolf  happen  to  show  himself.'' 

"  J I  is  not  to  your  ladyship,"  answen;d  Bertram, 
"  that  1  should  venture  lo  state  my  ouinion  of  such 
matters;  but  the  young  knight,  when  ne  is  sheatluHi 
in  armour,  is  a  ditrerent  Ix-ing  from  him  who  feiLsts  in 
halls  among^  press  of  ladies ;  and  he  that  f(;eds  by 
another  man*s  fireside,  and  when  his  landlord,  of  aU 
men  in  the  world,  chances  to  be  the  Black  Douglas, 
has  reason  to  keep  his  eyes  about  him  as  he  makes 
his  nieal :-  but  it  were  better  I  looked  after  <mr  own 
cveninir  refreshment,  than  that  I  stood  luire  gaping 
and  talking  about  other  folk's  matters."  So  saying, 
he  eallt^  out  in  a  thundering  tone  of  voice,  "Dick- 
son !-  what  ho,  Thomas  Dickson !— will  you  not 
acknowledge  an  old  friend,  who  is  much  disposed  to 
trust  his  supper  and  night's  lodging  to  your  hospi- 
tality 7" 

The  Scotchman,  attracted  by  the  call,  looked  first 
along  the  banks  of  tho  river,  then  upwards  to  the  hare 
side  of  the  hill,  and  at  length  cast  his  eyes  upon  the 
two  fig?ires  who  were  descending  from  it. 

As  if  he  felt  the  night  colder  while  he  advanced 
from  the  more  sheltered  part  of  the  valley  to  meet 
them,  the  Douglas  Dale  farmer  wrapped  closer  around 
him  the  gray  plaid,  which,  from  an  early  period,  has 
been  usetf  by  the  shepherds  of  the  south  of  Scotland, 
and  the  appearance  of  which  gives  a  romantic  air 
to  the  peasantry  and  middle  classes;  and  which, 
although  less  brilliant  and  gaudy  in  its  colours,  is  as 
pictnres(]ue  in  its  arrangements  as  the  more  military 
tartan  mantle  of  the  Highlands.  When  they  ap- 
proached near  to  each  other,  the  lady  might  observe 
that  this  friend  of  her  guide  wasa  stout  athletic  man, 
somewhat  passed  the  middle  of  life,  and  alre4idy 
showing  marks  of  the  approacli,  but  none  of  the 
infirmities,  of  age,  UFJon  a  countenance  which  had 
been  exposed  to  many  a  storm.  Sharp  eyes,  too,  and 
a  quick  obst>rvation,  exhibited  sign.s  of  vigilance, 
acquin'd  by  one  who  had  lived  long  in  a  country 
where  he  had  constant  occasion  for  looking  around 
him  with  caution.  His  features  were  still  swollen 
with  disi)le.i.surc ;  and  the  handsome  young  man  who 
attended  him  seemed  to  be  di.Mcontenteu,  like  one 
who  had  undergone  no  gentle  marks  of  liisfalhcr^s 
indignation,  and  who,  from  the  sullen  expression 
which  mingled  with  an  appearance  of  shame  on  his 
countenance,  seemed  at  on«:e  afFected  by  anger  and 
remorse. 

"Do  you  not  remember  me,  old  friend?"  said 
Bertram,  as  they  approached  within  a  distance  for 
communing;  "or  have  the  twenty  years  which  have 
marched  over  us  since  we  met,  carried  along  with 
them  all  remembrance  of  Bertram,  the  English 
minstrel  ?" 

"In  troth,"  answeretl  the  Scot,  "  it  is  not  for  want 
of  plenty  of  your  countrymen  to  keen  you  in  my 
remembrance,  and  I  have  hardly  lu>ara  one  of  them 
so  much  as  whistle 

'  Hoy,  now  the  dny  dawn*,' 

but  it  has  recalled  some  notes  of  your  blithe  re}>eck ; 
and  yet  such  animals  arc  we,  that  I  had  forgot  the 
mien  of  my  old  friend,  and  scarcelv  knew  him  at  a 
distancai  But  we  have  had  trouble  lately ;  there  are 
a  thousand  ofyour  countrymen  that  keep  garrison  in 
the  Perilous  Castle  of  Douglas  yonder,  as  well  as  in 
other  places  through  the  vale,  and  that  is  hut  a  wofu! 


sight  for  a  true  Scotchman — even  my  own  poor 
house  has  not  escaped  the  dignity  of  a  garrisi^in  of  a 
man-at-arms,  besides  two  or  three  archer  knave?, 
and  one  or  two  slips  of  mischievous  boys  calleti  pag»/s. 
and  so  forth,  who  will  not  let  a  man  say,  *  this  is  mv 
own.*  by  his  own  fireside.  Do  not  therefore,  ihink 
hardly  of  ine,  old  comrade,  if  I  show  you  a  wrlcnne 
something  colder  than  you  might  expeet  troui  a 
friend  of  other  days ;  for  by  Saint  Bride  of  Doudas, 
I  have  scarcely  any  thing  leflt  to  which  I  can  sa) 
welctime." 

"  Small  welcome  will  serve."  said  Bertram.  ".My 
son,  make  thy  reverence  to  thy  father's  old  fm-nd. 
Augustine  is  learning  my  joyous  trade,  but  he  will 
need  some  practice  ere  he  can  endure  its  fatigue-).  If 
you  could  give  him  some  little  matter  uf  food,  and  a 
quiet  beil  for  the  night,  then^'s  no  fear  but  tliat  we 
shall  both  do  well  enough  ;  for  I  dare  say  wlif  n  you 
travel  with  my  friend  Charles  there,-  if  that  tall  y"'iifh 
chance  to  be  my  old  aciiuaiiitance  Charles,— y«»ij  will 
find  yourself  accommodated  when  his  wonts  are  uiu  i 
wcllprovidwl  for." 

"  Nay,  the  foul  fiend  take  me  if  I  do,"  answ<  r?^l 
the  Scottish  husbandman.  "1  know  not  what  liie 
lads  of  this  day  are  made  of— not  of  the  same  cl.iv  as 
their  fathers  to  be  sure-j-not  spnmg  from  the  htiidur, 
which  fears  neither  wind  nor  rain,  but  from  >HMiif 
delicate  plant  of  a  foreign  country,  which  will  n<it 
thrive  unless  it  be  nouri.'<nwl  under  glass,  with  anmr- 
rain  to  it.  The  good  Lonl  of  Donj-das  I  have  btvn 
his  henchman,  and  can  vouch  for  it — did  not  in  his 
pagehowi  desire  such  fooil  and  lodging  as  in  the  pre- 
sent dav,  will  hardly  satisfy  such  a  lad  as  your  fnend 
Charles.'' 

"  Nay,"  said  Bertram,  "  it  is  not  that  my  Aupi-- 
tine  Is  over  nice  ;  but,  for  other  reasons,  1  musl  r<r- 
quest  of  you  a  btxl  to  himself;  he  hath  of  late  bcrn 
unwell." 

"Ay,  1  understand."  said  Dickson,  "your  son  hath 
bad  a  touch  of  that  illness  which  termmates  so  fn  - 
quently  in  the  black  death  you  English  folk  die  of ! 
We  hear  much  of  the  havoc  it  has  made  to  tlu> 
southward.    Comes  it  hitherward  ?" 

BiTtram  nodded. 

"Well,  my  father's  house,"  continm-xl  the  farm<^. 
"  hath  more  rooms  tlian  one,  and  your  son  shall  have 
one  well-aired  and  comfortable;  and  for  supper,  yc 
shall  have  a  part  of  what  is  prepared  for  your  counrry- 
mcn,  though  I  would  ratherhave  their  room  than  their 
cxjinpanv.  Sinec  I  am  bound  to  feed  a  score  of  theni. 
they  will  not  dispute  the  claim  of  such  a  skihul  luin 
strel  as  thou  art  to  a  night's  hosnitality.  I  am  ashain^ 
to  say  that  1  must  do  their  bidding  even  in  my  own 
house.  Well-a-day,  if  my  good  lord  were  in  possf?- 
sioii  of  his  own,  I  have  heart  and  hand  enough  to  turn 
the  wh(de  of  them  out  *>f  niy  house,  like— like" — 

"To  speak  plainly,"  said  Bertram.  "  like  a  southron 
strolling  gang  from  RiKlesdale,  whom  I  have  seen 
you  fling  out  of  your  house  like  a  litter  of  blind  piirpifA. 
when  not  of  them  looked  behind  to  see  who  had  done 
him  the  courtesy  until  he  was  half-way  to  Caim- 
table." 

"  Ay,"  answered  the  Scotchman,  drawing  himself 
up  at  least  six  inches  taller  than  he  was  before  ;"then 
I  nad  a  house  of  my  own,  and  a  cause  and  an  arm  to 
keep  it.  Now  I  am— what  signifies  it  what  I  am  ?— 
the  noblest  lord  in  Scotland  is  little  better.** 

"  Truly,  friend,"  said  Bertram,  "  now  you  view  thi« 
matter  in  a  rational  light.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
wisest,  the  richest,  or  the  strongest  man  in  this  world 
has  any  right  to  tyrannize  over  his  neighbour,  be- 
c:au8i* he  is  the  more  weak,  ignorant,  and  the  poorer; 
but  yet  if  he  does  enter  into  such  a  controversy,  he 
must  submit  to  the  course  of  nature,  and  that  uill 
I  always  give  the  advantage  in  the  tide  of  battle  to 
wealth,  strength,  and  health.'' 

"  With  pennission,  however,"  answered  Dickson, 
"  the  weaker  party,  if  he  use  his  faculties  to  the  utmost, 
mav,  in  the  long  nin^  obtain  revenge  upon  the  author 
of  His  surtcrings,  which  would  be  at  least  compensa- 
tion fbr  his  temporary  submission ;  and  he  arts  sim- 
ply as  a  man,  end  most  foolishly  as^  a  Scotchman, 
whether  he  sustain  these  wrongs  ivith  tlie  innenfli' 
bility  of  an  idiot,  or  whether  he  endeavonr  to  revengv 
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them  before  Heaven's  appointed  time  has  arrived.— 
But  if  I  talk  thus,  I  shall  scare  you,  as  I  have  scared 
wme  of  your  countrymen,  from  accepting  a  meal  of 
meat,  and  a  night's  lodging,  in  a  house  where  you 
might  be  called  with  the  morning  to  a  bloody  settle- 
ment of  a  national  quarrel.'* 

"Never  mind,"  said  Bertram;  "we  have  been 
known  to  each  other  of  old ;  and  I  am  no  more  afraid 
of  meeting  unkindness  in  your  house,  than  you  ex- 
pect me  to  come  here  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to 
the  injuries  of  which  you  complain." 

''  So  be  it,"  said  Dickson,  "  and  you,  my  old  friend, 
are  as  welcome  to  my  abode  as  when  it  never  held 
any  guest  save  of  my  own  inviting.— And  you,  my 
young  friend,  Master  Augustine,  shall  be  looked  after 
as  well  as  if  you  came  with  a  gay  brow  and  a  light 
cheek,  such  as  best  becomes  the  gay  science. 

"  But  wherefore,  may  I  ask,"  said  Bertram,  "  so 
much  diroleased  but  now  at  my  young  friend 
Charles  ?" 

The  youth  answered  before  his  father  had  time  to 
speak.  "  My  father,  good  sir,  may  put  vrtiat  show  up- 
on It  he  will,  but  shrewd  and  wise  men  wax  weak  m 
the  brain  in  these  troublous  times.  He  saw  two  or 
three  wolves  seize  upon  three  of  our  choicest  wethers; 
and  because  I  shouted  to  give  the  alarm  to  the  Eng- 
lish earrison,  he  was  angry  as  if  he  could  have  mur- 
dered me— just  for  saving  the  sheep  from  the  jaws 
that  would  nave  devoured  them." 

"This  is  a  strange  account  of  thee,  old  friend," 
nid  Bertram.  '*Dost  thou  connive  with  the  wolves 
in  robbing  thine  own  fold  1" 

"  Why,  let  it  pass  if  thou  lovest  me,"  answered  the 
countryman;  '^Charles  could  tell  thee  something 
nearer  the  truth  if  he  had  a  mind ;  but  for  the  present 
let  it  pass." 

The  minstrel,  perceiving  that  the  Scotchman  was 
fretted  and  embarrassed  with  the  subject,  pressed  it 
no  fiuther. 

At  this  moment,  in  crossing  the  threshold  of  Tho- 
mas Dickson's  house,  they  were  greeted  with  sounds 
from  two  English  soldiers  within.  "  Quiet,  Antho- 
ny," said  one  voice,—"  quiet,  man  !— for  the  sake  of 
common  sense,  if  not  common  manners:— Ilobin 
Hood  himself  never  sat  down  to  his  board  ere  the 
mast  was  ready. 

"Ready !"  quoth  another  rough  voice;  "it  is  roast- 
ing to  rags,  and  small  had  been  the  knave  Dickson's 
share,  of  even  these  rags,  had  it  not  been  the  express 
orders  of  the  worshipful  Sir  John  de  Walton,  that  the 
soldiers  who  lie  at  outposts  should  afford  to  the  inmates 
such  provisions  as  are  not  necessary  for  their  own 
subsistence." 

"  Hush.  Anthony,— hush  for  shame  !"  replied  his 
fellow  soldier,  if  ever  I  heard  our  host's  step,  I  heard 
\t  this  instant ;  so  give  over  thy  grumbling,  since  our 
captain,  as  we  all  know,  hath  prohibited,  under  strict 
penalties  all  quarrels  between  his  followers  and  the 
people  of  the  country." 

"I  am  sure,"  rephed  Anthony,  "that  I  have  minis- 
:ered  occaBion  to  none  ;  but  I  would  I  were  equally 
certain  of  the  good  meaning  of  this  sullen-browed 
rhomas  Dickson  towards  the  English  soldiers,  for  I 
leldom  go  to  bed  in  this  dungeon  of  a  house,  but  I  ex- 
)ect  my  throat  Mrill  gape  as  wide  as  a  thirsty  oyster  be- 
bre  I  awaken.  Here  he  comes,  however,'^  added  An- 
liony,  sinking  his  shaip  tones  as  he  spoke ;  "  and  I 
lope  to  be  excommunicated  if  he  has  not  brought 
vith  him  that  mad  animal,  his  son  Charles,  and  two 
)ther  strangers,  hungry  enough,  I'll  be  sworn,  to  eat 
ip  the  whole  supper,  if  they  do  us  no  other  injury. 

"  Shame  of  thyself,  Antliony,"  repeated  his  com- 
ade;  "a  cood  archer  thou  as  ever  wore  Kendal 
rreen,  and  yet  affect  to  be  frightened  for  two  tired 
ravellers,  and  alarmed  for  the  inroad  their  hunger 
nay  make  on  the  night's  meal.  There  are  four  or 
ive  of  \ia  here— we  have  our  bows  and  our  bills  with- 
1  reach,  and  scorn  to  be  chased  from  our  supper,  or 
heated  out  of  our  share  of  it  by  a  dozen  Scotchmen, 
vhether  stationary  or  strollers.  Howsay'st  thouT^ 
le  added,  turning  to  Dickson-"  How  say  ye,  quar- 
ermaster  t  it  is  no  secret,  that  by  the  dn^tions 
^ven  to  our  post,  we  must  inquire  mto  the  occupa- 
lons  of  such  guests  as  you  may  receive  besides  our- 


selves, your  unwilling  inmates;  you  are  as  ready  foi 
supper,  I  warrant,  as  supper  is  for  you,  and  I  will 
only  delay  you  and  my  friend  Anthony,  who  becomes 
dreadfully  impatient,  until  you  answer  two  or  three 
questions  which  you  wot  or." 

"Bend-the-Bow,"  answered  Dickson,  "thou  art  a 
civil  fellow ;  and  although  it  is  something  hard  to  be 
constrained  to  give  an  account  of  one's  nriends,  be- 
cause they  chance  to  quarter  in  one's  own  house  for 
a  night  or  two,  yet  I  must  submit  to  the  times,  and 
make  no  vain  opposition.  You  may  mark  down  in 
your  breviary  tnere,  that  upon  the  fourteenth  day 
before  Palm  Sunday,  Thomas  Dickson  brought  to 
his  house  of  Hazelside,  in  which  you  hold  garrison, 
by  orders  firom  the  English  governor,  Snr  John  de 
Walton,  two  strangers,  to  whom  the  said  Thomas 
Dickson  had  promised  refreshment,  and  a  bed  for  the 
evening,  if  it  be  lawful  at  this  time  and  place." 

"  But  what  are  they,  these  strangers  T*  said  Antho- 
ny, somewhat  sharply. 

A  fine  work!  the  while,"  murmured  Thomas 
Dk^kson,  "that  an  honest  man  should  be  forced  to 
answer  the  questions  of  every  paltry  companion  !"— 
But  he  mitigated  his  voice  and  proceeded.  *^  The  eldest 
of  my  guests  is  Bertrana,  an  ancient  English  min- 
strel, who  is  bound  on  his  own  errand  to  the  Castle 
of  Douglas,  and  will  communicate  what  he  has  to 
say  of  news  to  Sir  John  de  Walton  himself.  I  have 
known  him  for  twenty  years,  and  never  heard  any 
thing  of  him  save  that  he  was  good  man  and  true. 
The  younger  stranger  is  his  son,  a  lad  recovering  from 
the  English  disorder,  which  has  been  raging  far  and 
wide  in  Westmoreland  and  Cumberland.*' 

"Tell  me,"  said  Bend-tbe-Bow,  "this  same  Ber- 
tram, was  he  not  about  a  year  since  in  the  service  of 
some  noble  lady  in  our  own  country  ?" 

"  I  have  heard  so,"  answered  Dickson. 

"We  shall,  in  that  case,  I  think,  incur  little  dan- 
ger," replied  Bend-the-Bow,  "  by  allowing  this  old 
man  and  his  son  to  proceed  on  their  journey  to  the 
castle." 

"  You  are  my  elder  and  my  better,"  answered  An- 
thony, "but  I  may  remind  you  that  it  is  not  so  clearly 
our  duty  to  give  free  passage,  into  a  garrison  of  a 
thousand  men  of  all  ranks,  to  a  youth  who  has  been 
so  lately  attacked  by  a  contagious  disorder ;  and  I 
question  if  our  commander  woiud  not  rather  hear  that 
the  Black  Douglas,  with  a  hundred  devils  as  black  as 
himself  since  such  is  his  colour,  had  taken  possession 
of  the  outpost  of  Hazelside  with  sword  and  battle-axe, 
than  that  one  person  suffering  under  this  fell  sickness 
had  entered  peaceably,  and  by  the  open  wicket  of 
the  castle." 

"  There  is  something  in  what  thou  sayest,  Anthony," 
replied  his  comrade ;  "  and  considering  that  our  go- 
vernor, since  he  has  undertaken  the  troublesome  job  of 
keeping  a  castle  which  is  esteemed  so  much  more 
dangerous  than  any  other  within  Scotland,  has  be- 
come one  of  the  most  cautious  and  jealous  men  in 
the  world,  we  had  better^  I  tliink,  inform  him  of  the 
circumstance,  and  take  his  commands  how  the  strip- 
ling is  to  be  dealt  with." 

"^Content  am  I,"  said  the  archer;  "and  first,  me- 
thinks,  I  would  just,  in  order  to  show  that  we  know 
what  belongs  to  sucn  a  case,  Bjek  the  stripling  a  few 
questions,  as  bow  long  he  has  been  ill,  by  what  phy- 
sicians he  has  been  attended,  when  he  was  cured,  and 
how  his  cure  is  certified,  &c." 

"  True,  brother,"  said  Bend-the-bow.  "  Thou  hear- 
est,  minstrel,  we  would  ask  thy  son  some  quesUons— 
What  has  become  of  him  7— (le  was  in  this  apart- 
ment but  now." 

"  So  please  you,"  answered  Bertram,  "  he  did  but 
pass  through  toe  apartment  Mr.  Thomas  Dickson, 
at  my  entreaty,  as  well  as  in  respectful  reverence  to 
your 'honour's  health,  carried  him  through  the  room 
without  tarriance,  judging  his  own  bed-chamber  the 
fittest  place  for  a  young  man  recovering  from  a  severe 
illness,  and  after  a  day  of  no  small  faugue." 

"Well,"  answered  the  elder  archer,^' though  it  is 
uncommon  for  men  who,  like  us,  live  by  bow-string 
and  quiver,  to,  meddle  with  interrogadons  and  exa- 
minations; yet,  as  the  case  stands,  we  must  make 
some  inquines  of  your  son,  eta  we  permit  him  to  set 


A 


Hth  to  [be  Cutle  ( 
rnnd  ietda  him." 
"Ralher  my  annt 


TALES  OP  MY  LANDLORD. 
Crank  nnd  open  In 
you  shall  have  no 
"1  hope  alallc 


"-■nhunsS'.'''   '"""""■ 
inawpred  Bend-llie-bow, 
by  »f  ndi  ng /ourselt 


"wo  mgysuSicienllydoour  duty  byarndingyoun 
WLlh  Ibe  liniigrBy  li^btnf  dawii,  1o  ihe  casllci.  i 
leiiing  your  wn  remain  in  bed,  which  I  warran[ii> 


>hsll  r> 


fc  Sir  Jot 


do  Walk) 
onward  or  not. " 

''And  wc  maf  Ha  well."  said  Aniliony,  "since  i 
■re  to  have  ihia  nian's  company  ni  8upi>er,  make  )ii 
ned  with  cheniica  oflhe  oul-Rirrison  bIbiio 
'      ■  ■■    ■■  ■     pulled  a  » 


edhwefor  ihelii 
from  hisl«athi 


"It  bccumea  my  calling,"  said  tho  niinatrel. 

"llhaanolbinBlodowllhmine,  tliouBh,"  answer- 
ed tho  archer,  "and  therefore  do  (hou  read  tliivi^rewu- 
lationa  aloud  ;  fur  ainco  I  do  not  comprehend  Ihcae 
chBraclers  by  aight,  I  loae  no  chance  of  hnvinff  them 
read  over  to  me  as  often  as  I  van,  llint  1  niny  Hv  their 
HOaeinmv  memory.  So  bewan.  that  thou  rcadeal 
the  words  letter  for  letter  an  ihey  are  set  down  ;  for 
thou  dost  BO  at  thy  perii  Sir  Minstrel,  if  (hon  rcad^ 

"On  my  minstrel  word,"  said  Bertram,  and  beaan 
to  read  eicesaively  slowi  for  lie  wiilicd  lo  eain  » 
little  lime  lor  congideration,  wliich  he  riir>:saw  would 
benectsMiry  to  prevent  his  beliie  separated  from  hia 
mislteas,  which  was  likely  to  occasion  her  much 
anxiety  and  dlstreas.  He  Iberefom  bcean  thut.— 
"'Outpost  at  Haielflide.  the  atoadint;  uf  (loudman 
Thomaa  Dickson'— Ay,  Tliomas,  and  is  ihy  houae  so 
called  r  '  ^ 

"It  is  Ihc  nncleni  namp  of  the  Bicndlns,"  said 
the   Scot.  "behiK  surrounded  by   a   hazel- ah  aw,  or 


lance,  in  other  words,  a 

this  party  7" 
"'Tis  no  concern  nfthliK-V'  aaid  the  ar 
"But  it  is,"   Bd-iwenil   the  minatrel 

a   light  tn  be  examined  by   the  hifdiee 


I  will  show  thiu^,  thou  rascB 
tinRUp,  "that  J  am  lance  < 
r  to,  unil  I  will  break  thy  hi 


"Take  care,  brother  Anthony," 
"  we  are  to  iibo  iravdlera  courteous 
«avF,  those  iravcllcrB  best  who  e< 
■  'e  land." 


,"  said  the  arclier, 
noueh  for  thee  to 
ad  If  Iboil  aay'sl  a 


[Chat.  U. 

iwers  to  our  itkquiriea.  and 

lid  the  Minstrel,  "  in  have 
'ho  is  a  delicate  atnpliof. 
.-  Ilia  pan  among  thi  crew 


and  not  nccutlomed 

wliicb  inhabit  ibis  w. 

"  Well,"  continued  the  elder  and  more  civil  of  ihe 
Iwaa^;her^  "if  thy  ton  be  a  novice  in  thin  icrresuial 
navigatiou,  1  warrant  that  thou,  my  friend,  from  ihv 
look  and  manner  of  apoech,  hast  enoufrh  of  t>kill  t« 
use  thy  conifaas.     To  comfort  thee,  although  ttuHi 

dcputy-tiovcnior,  in  nrdrr  thiil  he  may  see  titere  is  a<< 
oireiicc  in   thcr,  1  think   there  may  >«  pttmimon 

S ranted  (or  liijf  son'a  rcaidinB  here  in  ilie  fon'eni 
ard  by,  (where  the  nuna,  by  tlic  way,  are  as  old  ar 
the  monkn  and  have  nearly  as  loiif:  beards,  lothoa 
mayat  be  cn?y  about  thy  son's  inorils,)  until  ilioii 
hast  ilone  thy  business  at  Douglas  Castle,  and  an 
rcadir  to  resume  thy  journey." 

"If  such  pcrmisKion,"  said  tlie  minstrel,  "eanb 
obtained,  I  ahould  be  t>etlcr  pleased  to  leave  lilir  » 
the  nbbcy,  and  go  myself^  In  tho  first  place  to  tw 
Ike  direr, tlons  of  your  comma ndina  officer." 

"Certainly,"  answered  the  areher,  "that  will  ti 
the  cateal  and  best  way ;  and  with  n  piece  ot  two 
of  money,  thou  maysi  secure  the  prottclion  of  tk 

"TTiou  Bay'sl  weili"'  answered  the  minstrel;  ''1 
have  known  life,  1  nave  known  every  stile,  pp. 
pathway,  and  pass  of  this  wilderneaa  of  aurf  in 
some  imrly  years;  and  he  that  cannot  steer  hi> 
eourac  fairly  tluouslt  il  like  an  able  scnnian.  aiV; 
bavins  served  an  apprenticeahip,  ran  li.-mlly  hh 
be  tnuglit,  were  a  c«ntury   to  be  ipven  him  to  Irsa 


cher  j\nthony,  "thonhnst,  I 


rhere  Ihey  lliemseli 
bestow  ur"~  ------ 


n  those 


"It  la  even  bo  staled  here,"  said  the  minstrel, and 
he  proceeded  to  read  :— "  'The  walch  at  thiBoutpaal 
of  HaEeleide>  shall  slop  and  examine  all   travellers 


nducted  by  o 

cs  lack  experience,  an  uaol  a 
vho  undenoks  the  tank  of  =ii3t 
ision  7" 

,-ou  air."  quoth  ihu  minstrel  i  "ud 
ir  drink-geld,  at  the  FIcmhig  ah 
:ee  eoiiimodliy  in  the  purse  t4  ov 
accordluK  to  my  feeble  ability,  tbni 

IS*  to  complain  that  thine  est  « 

those  of  thy  comrades  have  been  dania^xd  bf  a  Seat' 
liiih  iniat,  white  wo  can  find  an  English  coin  to  NT 
for  the  good  liquur  which  bIiouIiI  wash  them  cltar. 

"Content,"  said  the  archer;  "we  now  underatir" 
each  other;  and  If  dilficulilea  arise  on  the  road,  Un     , 
I  ahnlt  not  want  the  couolenanco  of  Anthony  lo  nil   I 
triumphantly  through   ihein.     Kul  thou  haditbFile  I 
lei  thy  sun  know  aoon  of  the  early  vl  *         '      "  ~ 
to-morrow,  for  thou  mnysi  guess  t 

and  dare  not  delay  our  departure  for    

minute  after  (he  cantem  eky  is  ruddy;  and,  withodw  I 
■-" — ■■---  young  men  often  are  pi '— ' 


passing  by  the  said  st 


g  then 


■  love  of  COBB." 

"Thuu  shall  hav 


back  if  there 
'  ig  thenise' 


avilly  and  courteously  lo  ilia  people  of  the  country 
and  10  those  who  travel  in  it'  You  see,  most  exe^l- 
lenl  and  valiant  archer,"  addeil  the  comment 
Bertram,  "that  courtesy  and  civility  are,  abov< 
recommended  to  your  worahlp  in  your  conduct 
wards  the  infiabltants,  and  lliose  passengers  v 
like  us,  may  chance  to  fall  under  your  rules  in  i 


»  told  at  this  ll 


n  the  diHcb 


"Thou  shall  have  no  reason  lo  think  s(v'  i 
ed  the  minatrel;  " ni<t  the  lark  himself^  wfaeo 
by  the  first  ray  peeping  over  the  black  cknid,4ilM 
more  lightly  tu  the  sky,  than  will  mr  AugMH 
aaeu'ci  the  same  hrillinni  suinmona.  AndDanil 
undemland  each  other,  I  would  only  further  pnr  IW 
to  forhear  light  talk  while  my  son  ia  in 
pany,— a  boy  of  innocent  Lie,  and  timid  in 

"Nay,  jolly  minstrel,"  said  the  elder  archer,  " 
givesl  us  here  too  gross  on  example  of  Satan  nn  . 
ing  sin.     If  thou  haat  followed  thy  craft  for  Imitf   I 
years,  aa  thou  pretendest,  thy  son,  hariiig  kepi  llm   I 
company  Nnce  childhood,  miial  by  thia  linw  be  fit  to 
open  a  acliool  to  teach  even  deviU  the  piaciiee  of  iv 
seven  deadly  sina,  of  wV  -'- ' ■■■-  '"^ ' 


le  know  the  theorr  i 


irMapjmna  ia  Oaaslasr 
fttSntfaimntt;  uA  » 
liSnafkMiire  kill  tnm  lib 
%llr.AMMl| 


;  "  Truly, 

.  Bertram,      buuihck 

I  100  much  to  blame  ir 

[  good  Booth,  ihefault 


iradc.  thou  apeakeat  vren,"   ansvrio 
ledge  that  ws  minilrri*  ui 


Narerthdess.  la    i 

inotoneof  whictil  myseiran 
...J  the  contrary,  I  think  that  be 
)  haya  his  own  hair  koDontn 


when  time  huBtTewcdi(wiih!3vei 
bi>  mirtb  vhen  in  ibe  pietttice  uf  [hi 

■how  in  whii  re«peci  lie  holds  iniK   

thetdurr,    with   your   permiMJun,    eiic^k 


CASTLC  DANGEROUS. 

Iiauld  eo  rein    Berlcum  undcrsiood  so  m 


will,    jiyinei 
vard    luile  | 


a  ScaiD  Iba 
-jianded  I 


"bou,  □¥  fiielid,"  laid  the  EnaliBhulJicr;  "and  amiioriwo,  o  cerlBin  proponion  ofpiiiicior  Eroomt. 

B«  Iba  MIDB  the  more  nmdiiy  ihal  our  poor  sup-  and,  in  shon,  the  tominand  and  Ruidaiiuo  of  thi:  Rar- 

pct  IB  still  iwailinf;  until  Ihou  uri  ready  lo  paimke  riaon  at  Thomss  Uickeon't,   while  in  rank  be  wti 

of  If  depuiy.Rotemor  ol  Douglas  Caallu. 

To  wbich,  1  proDiiM  (htf,"  eaid  Bcrlrain,  "  I  am  ToprEVcni  all  euapicion  reBp«clm);himeelf  and  bis 

diwio»ed  loenlenain  no  delay."  companion,  r n  —  -l 1.  -^  .l     ... 

"Follow  me,  then,"  aaid  Dickson,  "ond  I  will  digturbed,  ihi 

afaow  thee  whero  ihia  young  bitd  of  thino  has  hi"  '  "    -"  -  -■- 


Ihe  nek  of  the  lalter  beint; 
iaturbed,  ihe  minalrei  tlviuahl  it  proper  lo  pree  — 
linifelf  10  tho  inKicclion  of  this  ktiiehi,  ihearcat 
horitv  of  Ihe  litlle  placo.  He  fuund  him,wiil>  aa  11 
^lenBlhearr' ■- '- •-■■ 


,.  .,     . e  lhu«  indicated  

It  bis  you neei  guest 

"our  iithcr,     continued  he,  as  ilie  door  opened,  — 

ild  speak  with  your  Master  Aufiuntliie,"  inn  aiirh  iteina  uf  informaiion  as  me  exammaie 

■ ii 1  . !_..  ii.t,  thouBhiproiicrloexpreesinhiareplif-B,  both  with  ro- 


herelofore,  niakiuf;  a  Eupper  of 
look  down  in 


n  being  dirtelly  abovi 


eating-chamber,  ond  the  flootin    .. 
nble  repair,  I  have  been  eomiidlni  I. 
K>ine  piaclmof  eavFKJropping  and  i 

escaped  me  that  passed   ' — 

rendeDce  ol  (he  nubey,  oi 
ihe  somewhat  early  hour 
sloth,   and,  according  to 
from  Ihe  roost." 
"And  how  doellhon  relish," 


Ihe 


11  Castle  l)uu|;lns,,snir  hit  i 


notd,  ihin  he  hud  hitherto  under' 


must  f  hake  oir  kuowlixlKG  ol 

won,  fly  down   this  newcu- 

hts  looks  01 


iminatur  had  any  tfaine  atem  or  seven  tat 
his  nuiiiiions.    Aa  In  the  flrat,  he  wu 

"And  how  doelthon  relish,"  aaid  Dirkson,  "btina  nuld,  ^otle,  and  "meek  ns  a  maid,"  and  poiecEscil 
lift  with  ibeAbbot  of  SaiDtBride'alilllcflurkherer'    riielly  of  the  cuurinius  manners  ascribed  by  our 

"Why,  well,"  said  the  youth,  "if  Ihe  nbl>oI  ia  a  faiher  Chsucer  lo  tlic  paitetn  of  chivalry  whom  he 
man  of  respecl ability  becamina  bis  vocation,  and  not  desciibea  upon  his  piliiriiiiane  lo  Conierbur]'.  But 
one  of  thore  awap^riiiK  churrhtiien,  who  slielrh  oul  with  all  bis  genllenna,  Ue  Vulenco  eliuwed  a  sieat 
ihe  sword,  and  bear  Ihemsctvea  like  rank  Boldierain  deRree  of  aculenen  and  acearacy  inbiequirieBi  and 
these  I  rouble  us  limes."  wdl  pleased  waa  Bertram  tbni  the  young  knigbtdid 

"For  ihat  young  mnsirr,"  said  Dickson,   "if  you   not  msiat  ufion  ai'cmn  his  vupposi-d  mn,  alihnii;'^ 


will  hinlly  ijuarrel  with 


10  your  purse,  he 


^"Qod  bit.. 

back  alUhrEnRlisn  arciier 
■d*  of  the  Solway.  Tlierei 
ifealt,  if  you 


giiidge  iim  any  ihing  lie  asks  extremity,  being  ircnied  by  Kir  Aynier  with  thai  do- 
?rec  of  coiitii-sy  which  in  thai  agcmcnofwHS  were 
in  ocnetiil  thought  entitled  to.  Tlic  kntiibi  kindly 
and  liberally  eunsenled  to  the  lad's  Tcmiimiw  in  tba 
convent,  as  s  lil  nndquietmii'eiicefiirasltipniif[«Dd 
an  invalid  untd  Sir  John  da  Walton  ahonlu  c:n>m> 
his  pitasiire  un  the  lulveei;  and  Sir  Aymcr  roq- 
srnlnl  to  this  arransemcnt  the  iiiorr  willingly,  at  H 
averted  all  posaible  danger  of  brtaigtng  diicaiE  UitO 
the  English  gnniwin. 

Ily  iKo  yuung  knight's  order,  all  in  Dickson's 
house  were dtspatcbci)  earlier  to  rest  than  ueiiali  iho 
matin  licll  of  the  neiEhbouiing  chapel  being  the  «ig- 
nal  for  tlirir  assembly  by  daybreak.  They  lendex- 
voused  accDrdingly,  and  proceeded  lo  Saint  Bride's, 
where  they  lieanfmass,  after  which  an  interview  took 
plaev  between  ihe  abbot  Jeromo  and  the  Minaltel,  in 
which  Ihe  former  undertook,  with  the  pennmion  of 
De  Vabnct^  In  recrivo  Augustine  into  his  abbey  aa  ■ 
guest  for  a  few  days.  IcM  or  inoTC^  and  for  which  Ber> 
(ram  promietd  anacknowled);mem  m  nameof  ntina, 
wbtrb  was  amply  salishcloTy. 

"  So  be  it,"  simI  Bertram,  taking  leave  of  his  sup- 

poffnJ  son  J  "  rely  on  il  1  will  not  tarry  a  day  longer 

at  DoiiglaaCnslIe  than  shsll  BufTice  lor  iransaclmg 

look  after  the  old  books 


"In  that  ease."  replied  the  Scotchman,  "you  may 
mat  to  our  ahbol  for  eood  accommodation— and  so 
both  (idea  are  pleased.'' 

joined  in  the  conversaiion  :  "  and  that  ihou  mayat  be 
ready  for  thy  early  trovellina,  I  shall  presently  get 
onr  host  to  send  ihce  some  food,  after  pnrlakim;  of 
which  Ihou  shouldsl  go  to  b<^  and  sleep  oil'  the 
ftligoe  of  10-day,  since  to-morrow  will  bnng  work 

"  And  as  for  thy  en,:8aen)enl  to  these  lione«t  arch- 
ttt,"  answered  AuBusiinc,  "1  hope  you  <vill  lie  able 
to  do  what  will  give  pleomre  to  our  Ruidcs,  if  they 
an  disposed  to  he  civil  and  irue  men." 

■.^_j  ii 1. .L:i.i  .■.  gj^  Bertrami 

draa  after  thy 


'bat  won 


li?Brora  pray  eoosc 
-  — -„- J  that  which  chimed 

f.'^oM  me  aa  in  readiness,  then,"  said  (ho  aeeminK 

Main  bearing,  I   suppose,  of  (be  bells  of  Saini 
Wde'i  dapel,  and  have  no  fear,  through  my  slolh, 

*'OoM-n^t,  and  God  bless  thee,  my  child  '"acsin 
Nid  Iha  miniirel;  "remember  ihnt  your  father 
rivepa  not  far  distant,  and  on  the  fillgbtesi  alarm  will 
not  f*Q  to  be  with  you.  I  need  scarce  bid  thee  rrcom- 
nmd  thyself,  mean  time,  lo  Ihe  great  Beinp,  who  is 
ibeftiend  and  father  of  ns  all." 

The  pilgrim  ihanktd  his  supposed  faiher  for  his  even- 
iBKblnaing,  and  (he  visitem  withdrew  without  farther 
ipewhal  the  time,  leaiing  the  young  lady  to  thoseen- 
crssrinefesrs,  which,  ibenoveltyol  her  situation,  and 
toe  nsnve  delicacy  of  her  sex  being  considered,  nalu- 
rally  ihrongid  upon  her. 

Tlie  tramp  of  a  borne  s  fool  Has  not  long  sfler 
beard  at  the  house  of  Uaiclside,  and  Ihe  rider  was 
■etcoiDsd  by  iis  gamson  with  maika  of  respect. 


■dilyrf 


m  company  our  jour- 


'O  father."  replied  the  y( 


("and  I?H.'" 
all  1^e° 


said  the  old  man, 
a  kiss  low  Bid  a  iha 
^  and  Heaven  w^l 


boy  i      ibou 

do  so.    Belie... 

day  shall  no)  make 
-rh-a     thcv    ecp... 

English  kniKht  and  h -, 

caatle,  and  the  yuudi  in  dulUul  attendance  on  lbs 
venerable  abbot,  who  was  delighted  lo  fmd  that  hifl 
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fCHAP.  m. 


guest's  thoughts  turned  rather  upon  spiritual  things 
than  on  the  morning  repast,  of  the  approach  uf  which 
be  could  not  help  being  nimself  sensible. 


CHAPTER  IlL 

The  nirtit,  methinka.  \%  bul  tho  dnylight  ilck, 
It  looks  d  little  palor ;  'tid  a  day 
Bank  a»  the  day  ia  when  tho  kuh  is  hid." 

Merchant  of  Venfu. 

To  facilitate  the  proffress  of  the  party  on  its  way  to 
Douglas  Castle,  the  Knisiht  of  Valence  offered  the 
minstrel  the  convenience  of  a  horse,  which  the 
fatigues  of  yesterday  made  him  gladly  accept.  Any 
one  acquaintal  with  equestrian  exercise,  is  aware 
that  no  means  of  refreshment  carries  away  the  sense 
of  fatigue  from  over-walking  so  easily,  as  the  ex- 
change to  riding,  which  calls  into  play  another  set 
of  muscles,  ancf leaves  tho?c  which  have  been  over 
exerted  an  opportunity  of  resting,  through  change  of 
motion,  more  completely  than  they  could  in  absolute 
repose.  Sir  Aymer  de  Valence  was  sheathed  in  ar- 
mour, and  mounted  on  his  charger;  two  of  the 
archers,  a  groom  of  mean  rank,  and  a  squire,  who 
looked  in  his  day  for  the  honour  of  knighthood,  com- 
pleted the  detachment,  which  seemed  so  disposed  as 
to  secure  the  minstrel  from  escape,  and  to  protect 
him  against  violence.  "  Not,"  said  the  young  knight, 
addressing  himself  to  Bertram,"  that  there  is  usually 
danger  in  travelling  in  this  country,  any  more  than 
in  the  most  quiet  districts  of  England  ;  nut  some  dis- 
turbances, OS  you  may  have  learnt,  have  broken  out 
here  within  this  last  year,  and  have  caused  the  gar- 
rison of  Ccstle  Douglas  to  maintain  a  stricter  watch. 
But  let  us  move  on,  for  the  complexion  of  the  day  is 
congenial  with  the  original  derivation  of  the  name 
of  tlie  country,  and  the  description  of  the  chiefs  to 
whom  it  belonged— S'Acz/to  Dhu  Glasis — (se*  yon  dark 
gray  man),  and  dark  gray  will  our  route  prove  this 
morning,  though  by  grood  luck  it  is  not  long." 

The  morning  was  indeed  what  the  original  Gaelic 
words  implied,  a  drizzlv,  dark  moist  day ;  the  mist 
had  settled  upon  the  hiilF,  and  unrolled  itself  upon 
brook,  glade,  and  tarn,  and  the  spring  breeze  was  not 
powerful  enough  to  raise  the  veil,  though,  from  the 
wild  sountls  which  were  heard  occasionally  on  the 
ridges,  and  through  theghns,  it  might  be  supposed  to 
wail  at  a  .«unsc  of  its  own  inability.  The  route  of  the 
travellers  was  directrd  by  the  course  which  the  river 
had  ploughed  for  itself  down  the  valley,  the  banks  of 
which  bore  in  general  that  dark  gray  livery  which  Sir 
Aymer  de  Valence  had  intimaien  to  bo  the  prevalent 
tint  of  the  country.  Some  ineffectual  stniggles  of 
the  sun  shot  a  ray  here  and  there  to  sahite  the  peaks 
of  the  hills ;  y<!t  these  were  unable  to  surmount  the 
dullness  of  a  March  morning,  and,  at  so  early  an  hour, 
produced  a  variety  of  shades,  rather  than  a  gleam  of 
Drighlness,  upon  the  eastern  horizon.  The  view  was 
monotonous  niid  dipro^siiig,  and  apparently  the  pood 
kni:;ht  Aymer  sought  some  amusement  in  occasional 
talk  with  Bcrirarn,  who,  as  was  usual  with  his  craft, 
possessed  a  fund  of  knowledge,  and  a  power  of  con- 
versatinn,  well  suited  to  pass  away  a  dull  morning. 
The  minsirej,  well  pleased  to  pick  up  such  informa- 
tion as  he  might  be  able  concerning  the  present  state 
of  the  country,  embraced  every  opportunity  of  sus- 
taining the  diaWuc. 

"I  would  speaK  with  you,  Sir  Minstrel,"  said  the 
young  knight.  "  If  thou  dost  not  find  the  air  of  this 
morning  too  harsh  for  thine  organs,  lieartily  do  I 
wish  thou  wouldst  fairly  tell  me  what  can  have  induced 
thee,  being,  as  thou  seemest,  a  man  of  sense,  to 
thrust  thyseh'  into  a  wild  country  like  this,  at  such  a 
time.— And  you,  nu'  masters,"  addressing  tho  arch- 
ers, and  the  rest  of  the  party,  "  methinks  it  would  be 
as  fitting  and  seeming  if  you  reined  back  your  steeds 
for  a  horse's  length  or  so,  since  I  apprehend  you  can 
travel  on  your  way  without  the  pastime  of  minstrel- 
sey."  The  bowmen  took  the  hint,  and  fell  back,  but, 
as  was  expressed  by  their  grumbling  observations,  by 
no  means  pleased  that  there  seemed  little  chance  of 
their  overhearing  what  conversation  should  oass 
between  the  young  knight  and  the  minstrel,  wnich 
proceeded  as  follows :— 


"I  am.  then,  to  understand,  good  minstrel,"  e&id 
the  knight,  "  that  you,  who  have  in  your  time  borne 
arms,  and  even  followed  Saint  George's  red  cross 
banner  to  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  are  so  little  tired  of  the 
danger  attending  our  profession,  that  you  feel  your- 
self attracted  unnecessarily  to  rc«dons  where  the 
sword,  forever  loose  in  its  scabbard^  is  ready  to  start 
on  the  slightest  provocation  ?" 

"It  would  be  hard,"  replied  the  minstrel  bluntly. 
"  to  answer  such  a  question  in  the  afiirmntivc ;  and 
yet,  when  you  consider  how  nearly  allied  is  Lis  pro- 
fession who  celebrates  deeds  of  arms  with  that  of  ihf 
knight  who  perforins  them,  your  honour,  I  think, 
willhold  it  advisable  that  a  minstrel  desirous  of  doui£ 
his  devoir,  should,  like  a  young  knigtit,  s€ck  the  truth 
of  adventures  where  it  is  to  be  found,  and  rather  via! 
countries  where  the  knowledge  is  preserved  oi  hi^ 
and  noble  deeds,  than  tho.**e  lazy  and  quiet  realms,  in 
wliich  men  live  indolently,  and  die  ignobly  in  peace, 
or  by  sentence  of  law.  You  yourself,  sir,  and  those 
like  you,  who  hold  life  cheat)  in  respect  of  glor.', 
guide  your  course  through  this  world  on  the  veiy 
same  principle  which  brings  your  poor  rhyming  ser- 
vant Bertram  from  a  far  province  of  merry  Encland. 
to  this  dark  country  of  rugged  Scotland  called  DoLg- 
las  Dale.  You  long  to  see  adventures  worthy  o: 
notice,  and  I  (under  favour  for  naming  us  two  in  the 
same  breath]  seek  a  .scanty  and  precarious,  but  no:  & 
dishonourable  living,  by  preparing  for  immortality,  u 
well  as  I  can,  the  particulars  of  such  exploits,  e«F<eciai- 
ly  the  names  of  those  who  were  the  heroes  of  th«e 
actions.  Each,  therefore,  labours  in  his  vocation; 
nor  can  the  one  be  justly  wondered  at  more  than  the 
other,  seeing  that  if  there  be  any  difference  in  the(i^ 
grees  of  danger  to  which  both  the  hero  and  the  poet 
are  exposed^  the  courage,  strength,  arms^  andaddree 
of  the  valiant  knight,  render  it  safer  fur  him  to 
venture  into  scenes  of  peril,  than  for  the  poor  man  of 
rhvme." 

"You  say  well,"  answered  the  warrior;  "and 
although  it  is  something  of  novelty  to  me  to  hear  yo';r 
craft  represented  as  upon  a  level  with  my  own  mode 
of  life,  yet  shame  were  it  to  say  that  the  minstrel  who 
toils  so  much  to  keep  in  memory  ihe  feats  of  pl- 
iant knights,  should  not  himself  prefer  fame  to  exist- 
ence, and  a  single  achievement  of  valour  to  a  whole 
age  without  a  name,  or  to  afiirni  that  he  follows  t 
mean  and  unworthy  profession." 

"  Your  worship  will  then  acknowledge,"  said  the 
minstrel,  "  that  it  is  a  legitimate  object  in  such  as  my- 
self, who,  simple  as  I  am,  have  taken  my  re^^ar 
degrees  among  the  professors  of  the  gay  scitnu  at 
the  capital  town  of  Aigues-Mortes,  to  strugtric  forward 
into  this  northern  district,  where  I  am  v,e\\  nsmatc 
many  things  have  happened  which  have  been  ^spi- 
ed to  the  harp  bv  minstrels  of  great  fame  in  ancien: 
days,  and  have  become  the  subject  of  lays  which  b 
deposited  in  the  library  of  Castle  Douglas,  where 
unless  copied  over  by  some  one  who  unoerstands  the 
old  British  characters  and  language,  they  must,  witn 
whatever  they  may  contain,  whether  of  entcrtau: 
ment  or  edification,  be  speedily  lost  to  postcriiy.  If 
these  hidden  treasures  were  preserved  and  rccordod 
by  the  minstrel  art  of  my  poor  self  and  othen,  tt 
might  be  held  well  to  compensate  for  the  risk  tk  a 
chance  blow  of  a  broadsword,  or  the  sworo  d  a 
brown  bill,  received  while  I  am  engaged  in  collectait; 
them  ;  and  I  were  unworthy  of  the  name  of  a  icao, 
much  more  of  an  inventer  or  finder,*  should  I  wci^h 
the  loss  of  life,  a  commodity  alwaj-v  so  uncertain, 
against  the  chance  of  that  immortality  which  vili 
survive  in  my  lay  after  my  broken  voico  and  shiver^} 
harp  shall  no  longer  be  aole  either  to  express  nme  or 
accompany  tale. 

"  Certainly,"  said  Sir  Aymer.  "having  a  heart  to 
feel  such  a  motive,  you  have  an  undoubted  right  to 
express  it;  nor  should  I  have  been  in  any  oegrFir 
disposed  to  question  it  had  I  found  many  minstrel* 


•  The  name  of  Mtker  sUnda  for  Poet  (with  the  nrifinal 

of  which  word  it  exactly  cormpoiHlaj  in  the  old  Bcntiiah  tas- 

Kuarc.  That  of  Tmvenr  or  Troabadovr-Finder.  in  ahon- 
aa  a  kimilar  mesjiinir.  and  almoit  in  eveir  country  the  poctiral 
tribct  hare  been  traced  with  the  aamo  eiMtheta,  tnfiNTiac  tht 
property  of  thoae  who  employ  inventioo  or  ersatiaii. 


Chap.  IV.] 
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prepared  like  yourself  to  prefer  renown  even  to  life 
itsdC  which  most  men  thuik  of  greatly  more  conse- 
quence.'' 

"There  are,  indeed,  noble  sir,"  replied  Bertram, 
''minstrels,  and,  with  your  reverence,  even  belted 
knights  themselves^  who  do  not  suflicicntly  value 
that  renown  which  is  acquired  at  the  risk  of  life.  To 
such  ignoble  men  we  must  leave  their  own  reward 
—let  U9  abandon  to  them  earth,  and  the  thinss  of 
earth,  since  they  cannot  aspire  to  that  glory  wliich 
ia  the  betl  reward  of  others. ' 

The  minstrel  uttered  these  last  words  with  such 
enthusiasm,  that  the  knight  drew  his  bridle,  and  stood 
fronting  Bertram,  with  his  countenance  kindling  at 
the  same  theme,  on  which,  after  a  short  silence,  he  ex- 
pressed himself  with  a  like  vivacity. 

"  Well  fare  thy  heart,  gav  companion  !  1  am  happy 
to  see  there  is  still  so  much  enthusiasm  surviving  in 
the  world.  Thou  hast  fairly  won  the  minstrel  groat ; 
and  if  I  do  not  pay  it  in  conformity  to  my  sense  of 
thy  merit,  it  shall  be  the  fault  of  dame  Fortune,  who 
has  graced  my  labours  in  these  Scottish  wars  with 
the  Oiffgard  pay  of  Scottish  monev.  A  gold  piece  or 
two  there  must  be  remaining  of  the  ransom  of  one 
French  knight,  whom  chance  threw  into  my  hands, 
and  that,  niy friend,  shall  surely  be  thine  own;  and 
hark  thee,  I,  Aymcr  de  Valence,  who  now  speak  to 
ihee,  am  bom  o(  the  noble  House  of  Pembroke:  and 
though  now  landless,  shall,  by  the  grace  of  Our  Lady, 
havo  in  time  a  fitting  establishment,  wherein  I  will 
find  room  for  a  minstrel  like  thee,  if  thy  talents  have 
not  by  that  time  foutid  thee  a  better  patron." 

**  Thank  thee,  noble  knight,"  said  the  minstrel, 
**  as  well  for  thy  present  intentions,  as  I  hope  I  shall 
for  thy  future  performance;  but  I  may  say  with  truth, 
ibat  I  have  not  the  sordid  mclination  of  many  of  my 
brethren." 

I*  He  who  partakes  the  true  thirst  of  noble  fame," 
said  the  young  knight,  *'  can  have  little  room  in  his 
heart  for  the  love  or  gold.  But  thou  hast  not  yet 
told  me,  friend  minstrel,  what  are  the  motives,  in 
particular,  which  have  attracted  thy  wandering  steps 
to  this  wild  country  7" 

"  Were  I  to  do  so,"  replied  Bertram,  rather  desir- 
oaa  to  avoid  the  question,  as  in  some  respects  too 
nearly  bordering  on  the  secret  purpose  of  his  journey, 
'*  It  might  sound  like  a  studied  panegyric  on  thine 
own  bold  deeds,  Sir  Knight,  and  those  of  your  com- 
panions in  arms ;  and  such  adulation,  minstrel  as  I 
am,  I  hate  like  an  empty  cup  at  a  companion's  lips. 
But  let  me  say  in  a  few  words,  that  Douglas  Castle, 
aod  the  deeds  of  valour  which  it  has  witnessed,  have 
•ounded  wide  through  England ;  nor  is  there  a  gal- 
lant knight  or  trusty  ininstrol,  whose  heart  does  not 
throb  at  the  name  of  the  stronghold,  which,  in  for- 
mer days,  the  foot  of  an  Englishman  never  entered, 
except  in  hospitality.  Tiiere  is  a  magic  in  the  very 
names  of  Sir  John  de  Walton  and  Sir  Aymcr  de 
Valence,  the  gallant  defenders  of  a  place  so  oiien  won 
back  by  its  ancient  lords,  and  with  such  circum- 
stances of  valour  and  cruelty,  that  it  bears,  in  Eng- 
land, the  name  of  the  Dangerous  Castle." 

**  Yet  I  would  fain  hear,"  answered  the  knight, 
"your own  minstrel  account  of  those  legends  which 
have  induced  you,  for  the  amusement  of  future  times, 
to  visit  a  country  which,  at  this  period,  is  so  distracteKi 
and  perilous." 

"  If  you  can  endure  the  length  of  a  minstrel  tale," 
itid  Bertram—'*]  for  one  am  always  amu.*<ed  by  the 
exercise  of  my  vocation,  and  have  no  objection  to 
tdll  my  story,  provided  you  do  not  prove  an  impatient 
listener." 

**  Nay,  for  that  matter,"  said  the  young  knight, 
"  a  fair  listener  thou  shah  have  of  me;  and  If  my 
rem*ard  l)0  not  great,  my  attention  at  least  .-hall  bo 
remarkable." 

"  And  he,"  said  the  minstrel,  "must  be  a  poor  glee- 
man  who  does  not  hold  himself  better  paid  with  tliat, 
than  with  gold  or  silver,  were  tlie  piecos  English  rose- 
nobles.  On  this  condition,  then,  1  l)c:;in  a  long  story, 
which  may,  in  one  or  other  of  its  details,  find  subject 
for  better  mmstreU  than  myself,  and  be  listened  to  by 
soch  warriors  as  you  hundreds  of  years  hence." 


CHAPTER  IV. 


Wliile  many  n  mero'  lay  and  many  n  Rons 

Cheer'd  the  roufcli  road,  wo  u-i«h'd  the  rnufii  road  loof  t 

The  rou^h  road  then  ivtumiiic  in  a  round, 

Mark'd  their  imi)aticnt  »tupd,  fur  all  was  fairy  ground. 

Dh.  JOH-NinM. 

"  It  was  about  the  year  of  redemption  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eighty-five  years/*  began  the  min- 
strel, "when  King  Alexander  the  Third  of  Scotland 
lost  iiis  daughter  Margaret,  whose  only  child,  of  the 
same  name,  called  the  Maiden  of  Norway,  (as  her  fa- 
ther was  king  of  that  country,)  became  the  heiress  of 
this  kingdom  of  Scotland,  as  well  as  of  her  father's 
crown.  An  unhappy  death  was  this  for  Alexander, 
who  had  no  nearer  heirs  left  of  his  own  body  than 
his  grandchild.  She  indeed  might  claim  his  kingdom 
by  birthright;  but  the  difficulty  of  establishing  such 
a  claim  of  inheritance  must  have  been  anticipated  by 
all  who  bestowed  a  thought  upon  the  subject.  The 
Scottish  king,  therefore,  endeavoured  to  make  up  for 
his  loss  by  replacing  his  late  dueen,  who  was  an 
Rnglish  princess,  sister  of  our  Edward  the  First,  with 
Juletta,  daughter  of  the  Count  de  Dreux.  The  solein- 
nities  at  the  nuptial  ceremony,  which  took  place  in  the 
town  of  Jedburgh,  were  very  great  and  remarkable, 
and  particularly  when,  amidst  the  display  of  a  pageant 
which  was  exhibited  on  the  occasion,  a  ghastly  spec- 
tre made  its  appearance  in  the  form  of  a  skeleton^  as 
the  King  of  Terrors  is  said  to  be  represented.— Vour 
worship  is  free  to  laugh  at  this,  if  you  think  it  a 
proper  subject  for  mirth;  but  men  are  alive  who 
viewed  it  with  their  own  eyes,  and  the  event  showed 
too  well  of  what  misfortunes  this  apparition  was  the 
singular  prognostication." 

'Hi  have  heard  the  story,"  said  the  knight:  "but  the 
monk  who  told  it  me,  suggested  that  the  figure, 
though  unhappily  chosen,  was  perhaps  purposely  in- 
troduced as  a  part  of  the  pacreant." 

*'I  know  not  that."  said  the  minstrel  dryly;  "but 
there  is  no  doubt  tnat  shortly  after  thia  apparition 
King  Alexander  dicd^  to  the  great  sorrow  of  his  peo- 
3le.  The  Maid  of  Norway,  his  heiress,  speedily  fol- 
owed  her  grandfather  to  the  grave,  and  our  English 
ring.  Sir  Knight,  rakcti  up  a  claim  of  dependency  and 
lomage  due,  ne  said,  by  Scotland,  which  neither  the 
awyers,  nobles,  priests,  nor  the  very  minstrels  of 
Scotland,  had  ever  before  heard  of 

"Xow,  beshrew  me,"  interrupted  Sir  Aymerde  Va- 
lence,''this  is  beyond  bargain.  I  agreed  to  hear  your 
tale  with  patience,  but  I  did  not  pledgo  mvsclf  that 
it  should  contain  matter  to  the  reproach  of  Edward 
the  First,  of  blessed  memory ;  nor  will  I  permit  his 
name  to  be  mentioned  in  my  hearing  without  the 
respect  due  to  his  high  rank  and  noble  qiiahties." 

Xay,"  said  the  minstrel,  "I  am  no  Highland  bag- 
piper or  genealogist,  to  carry  respect  for  my  art  so  far 
as  to  quarrel  with  a  man  of  worship  who  stops  mo 
at  the  beginning  of  a  pibroch.  I  am  an  Englishman, 
and  wish  dearly  well  to  my  country;  and,  above  all,  I 
must  speak  the  truth.  But  I  will  avoid  disputable  to- 
pics. Vour  age,  sir,  though  none  of  the  ripest,  author- 
izes me  to  suppose  you  may  have  seen  the  battle  ot 
Falkirk,  and  other  onslaughts  in  which  the  competi- 
tion of  Bruce  and  Baliol  nas  been  fiercely  agitated, 
and  you  will  permit  me  to  sav,  that  if  the  Scottish 
have  not  had  the  right  upon  their  sid^  they  have  at 
least  defended  the  wrong  with  the  efforts  of  brave 
men  and  true." 

"  Of  brave  men,  I  grant  you,"  said  the  knig^it,  "for 
I  have  seen  no  cowards  amongst  them  ;  but  as  for 
truth,  they  can  best  judge  of  it  who  know  how  often 
they  have  sworn  faith  to  England,  and  how  repeat- 
edly thev  have  broken  tlieir  vow." 

I  shiiU  not  stir  the  question."  said  the  minstrel, 
"leavinv^  it  to  your  worship  to  determine  which  has 
most  falsehood— he  who  compels  a  weaker  person  to 
take  an  unjust  oath,  or  he  who,  compelled  by  neces- 
sity, takes  the  imposed  oath  without  the  intention  ot 
kwping  his  word." 

'■  x\ay,  nay,"  said  De  Valence,  *'  let  us  keep  our  opin- 
ions, for  we  are  not  likely  to  force  each  other  from 
the  faith  we  have  adopted  on  this  subject.  But  take 
my  advice,  and  whilst  thou  travellest  under  an  £ng* 
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bsh  p^non,  take  heed  that  thou  keenest  off  this  con- 
versation in  the  hall  and  kitchen,  wnore  perhaps  the 
soldier  may  bo  less  tolerant  than  the  officer ;  tind  now, 
in  a  word,  what  is  thy  legend  of  this  Dangerous 
Castle  r' 

"For  that"  replied  Bertram,  "methinks  your  wor- 
ship is  most  likely  to  have  a  better  edition  than  I,  who 
have  not  been  in  this  country  for  many  years;  but  it  is 
not  for  me  to  bandy  opinions  with  vour  knightship.  I 
will  even  proceed  with  the  tale  as  I  have  heard  it.  I  need 
not,  I  presume,  inform  your  worship  that  the  Lords 
of  Douglas,  who  founded  this  castle,  are  second  to  no 
lineage  ui  Scotland  in  the  antiquitvof  their  descent. 
Nay,  they  have  themselves  boasted  that  their  family 
is  not  to  be  seen  or  distinguished,  like  other  great 
houses,  until  it  is  found  at  once  in  a  certain  degree  of 
eminence.  *Voumaysceus  in  the  tree,'  they  say, 
'you  cannot  discover  us  in  the  twig;  you  may  see  us 
in  the  stream,  you  cannot  trace  us  to  the  fountain.' 
In  a  word,  they  deny  that  historians  or  genealogists 
can  point  out  the  nrst  mean  man  named  Douglas, 
who  originally  elevated  the  family ;  and  true  it  is,  that 
so  far  back  as  we  have  known  this  race,  they  have 
always  been  renowned  for  valour  and  enterprise,  oc- 
companied  with  the  power  which  made  that  enterprise 
effectual." 

"Enough,"  said  the  knight,  "I  have  heard  of  the 
pride  and  power  of  that  great  family,  nor  docs  it 
interest  me  in  the  least  to  deny  or  detract  from  their 
bold  claims  to  consideration  in  this  respect." 

"Without  doubt  you  must  olso  have  heard,  noble 
sir,"  rci>lied  the  minstrel,  "many  things  of  James,  the 
present  heir  of  the  houso  of  Douglas  ?" 

"  More  than  enough,"  answered  the  English  knight ; 
"he  is  known  to  havi;  been  a  stout  supporter  of  that 
outlawed  traitor,  William  Wallace ;  and  again,  upon 
the  first  raising  of  the  banner  by  this  RoruTt  Itruce, 
who  pretends  to  be  King  of  Scotland,  this  young 
springald,  James  Douglas,  must  needs  start  into 
rebellion  anew.  He  plunders  his  uncle,  the  Arch- 
bishop of  St.  Andrews,  of  a  considerable  sum  of  mo- 
ney, to  fill  the  Scottish  Usurper's  not  over-burdened 
treasury,  debauches  the  servants  of  his  relation,  takes 
arms,  and  though  repeatedly  chastised  in  the  field, 
still  keeps  his  vaunt,  and  threatens  mischief  to  those 
who,  in  the  name  of  nis  rightful  sovereign,  defend  the 
Castle  of  Douglas  Dale." 

"It  is  your  pleasure  to  say  so,  Sir  Knight,"  replied 
Bertram,  "yet  I  am  sure,  were  you  a  Scot,  you 
would  with  patience  hear  me  tell  over  what  has  becin 
said  of  this  young  man  bv  those  who  have  known 
him,  and  whose  account  of  his  adventures  shows  how 
diflcrenily  the  same  tale  may  be  told.  These  men 
talk  of  the  present  heir  of  this  ancient  family  as  fully 
adeuuate  to  maintain  and  augment  its  reputation  ; 
reody,  indeed,  to  undergo  every  peril  in  the  cause  of 
Robert  the  Bruce,  because  the  Bruce  is  esteemed  bv 
him  his  lawful  king;  and  sworn  and  devoted,  wiin 
such  small  strengtti  as  he  can  muFter,  to  revenge 
himself  on  those  Southrons  who  have,  for  several 
years,  as  he  thinks,  unjustly,  possessed  themselves 
of  his  father's  abode." 

"(),"  replied  Sir  Aymer  de  Valence^  "we  have 
heard  much  of  his  achievements  in  tliis  reiq)ect.  and 
of  his  threats  against  our  governor  and  ourselves; 
yet  we  think  it  scarct;  likely  that  Sir  John  de  Walton 
will  move  from  Douglas  Dale  without  the  King's  or- 
der, although  this  James  Douglas,  a  mere  chicken, 
take  upon  himself  to  crack  his  voice  by  crowing  like 
a  cock  of  the  game." 

"  Sir,"  an!*wered  Bertram,  "  our  acquaintance  is  but 
brief,  and  yet  I  feel  it  has  been  so  b(>ncficial  to  me, 
that  I  trust  there  is  no  harm  in  hoping  that  James 
Doiislas  and  you  may  never  meet  in  Inxiily  presence 
till  inti  state  of  the  two  countnes  shall  admit  of  peace 
being  between  you." 

"Thou  art  obliging,  friend,"  answered  Sir  Aymer, 
" and,  I  doubt  not,  sincere;  and  truly  thou  secmcst  to 
have  a  wholesome  sens47  of  the  respect  due  to  this 
voung  knight,  when  men  talk  of  him  in  his  native  val- 
ley of  Douglas.  For  me,  I  am  only  poor  Aymer  of 
Valence,  without  an  acre  of  land,  or  much  hope  of  ac- 
auu'ing  any.  unless  I  cut  something  huge  with  my 
broadsword  out  of  the  middle  of  these  hills.    Only 


this,  good  minstrel,  if  thou  livc«t  to  tell  ray  Btory. 
may  I  pray  thee  to  use  thy  scrupulous  custom  of 
searching  out  the  verity,  and  whether  I  live  or  dis 
thou  shalt  not,  I  think, discover  that  thy  late  acquaint- 
ance of  a  spring  mormnghath  added  more  to  the  Inn 
rels  of  James  of  Douglas,  than  any  man's  death 
must  give  to  him  by  whose  stronger  arm,  or  mor? 
lucky  chance,  it  is  his  lot  to  fall." 

"  I  nothing  fear  you,  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  minstril, 
"for  yours  is  that  happy  brain,  which,  bold  in  v«:m|i 
as  beseems  a  young  knight,  is  in  more  advance^!  l.> 
the  happy  source  of  prudent  counfel,  of  which  I 
would  not,  by  an  early  death,  wish  thy  countrj-  to  be 
deprived." 

*'Thou  art  so  candid  then,  as  to  wish  Old  Englcr.a 
the  benefit  of  good  ad>'ice,"  said  Sir  Aymer,  "though 
thou  leanest  to  the  side  of  Scotland  in  the  contro- 
versy *?" 

"Assurcdlv,  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  minstrel,  "  sincp 
in  wishing  that  St^otland  and  England  each  knew 
their  own  true  interest,  I  am  bound  to  wish  them  both 
alike  well;  and  they  should,  I  think,  desire  to  live  in 
friendship  together.  Occupving  each  their  own  por- 
tion of  the  same  island,  ana  living  undtr  the  same 
laws,  and  being  at  peace  with  each  other,  they  mi^hl, 
without  fear^  lace  the  enmity  of  the  whole  worid. ' 

"If  thy  faith  be  so  liberal,"  answered  the  knight, 
"as  becomes  a  good  man,  tnou  must  certainly  pray. 
Sir  Minstrel,  for  the  success  of  Englarid  in  the  war,  bjr 
which  alone  these  murderous  hostihties  of  the  north- 
ern nation  can  end  in  a  solid  peace.  The  rebellioni 
of  this  obstinate  country  are  but  the  struggles  of  the 
stag  when  he  is  mortajly  %vounded ;  the  animal  growi 
weaker  anrl  weaker  with  every  struggle,  till  his  resist- 
ance is  effectually  tamed  by  thehand  of  death." 

"Not  so,  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  minstrel;  "if  my 
creed  is  well  taught  me,  we  ought  not  eo  to  pray. 
We  may  without  offence,  intimate  in  our  prayers  the 
end  we  wish  to  obtain ;  but  it  is  not  for  ns,  poor  mor- 
tals, to  point  put  to  an  all-secinj?  Providence  the  pre- 
cise manner  in  which  our  petitions  arc  to  be  accom- 
plished, or  to  wish  the  downfall  of  a  countr>'  to  ci:d 
Its  commotions,  as  the  death-stab  terminates  the  ago- 
nies of  the  wounded  stag.  Whether  I  appeal  to  vr.y 
heart  or  to  my  understanding,  the  dictate  woi-ld  )fc 
to  petition  Heaven  for  what  is  iust  and  equal  in  th** 
case;  and  if  I  should  fear  for  thee.  Sir  Knight,  in  an 
encounter  with  James  of  Douglas,  it  is  only  becansc 
he  upholds,  as  I  conceive,  the  belter  side  of  the  de- 
hate;  and  powers  more  than  earthly  have  presa^'ed 
to  him  success." 

"  Do  you  tell  me  so,  Sir  Minstrel,"  sakl  De  Va- 
lence in  a  threatening  tone,  "  know^mg  me  and  my 
office !" 

"  Your  personal  dignity  and  authority,"  said  Ber- 
tram, "  cannot  change  the  right  into  wrong,  or  avert 
what  Providence  has  decreed  to  take  place.  You 
know,  I  must  presume,  that  the  Douglas  hath,  br 
various  devicesL  already  contrired  to  make  himself 
master  of  this  Castle  of  Douglas  three  several  timet, 
and  that  Su*  John  de  Walton,  the  present  governor, 
holds  it  with  a  garrison  trebled  in  force,  and  under 
the  assurance  that  if)  without  surprietc,  he  should 
keep  it  from  the  SiH^ttish  power  for  a  year  and  a  day, 
he  shall  obtain  the  barony  of  Douglas,  with  its  exten- 
sive appendages,  in  free  property  for  his  reward ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  lie  shall  suffer  the  fbrtrcM 
during  this  space  to  be  taken,  either  by  guile  or  by 
open  force,  as  has  happened  successively  to  the  hold- 
ers of  the  Dangerous  CastlcL  he  will  become  liable 
to  dishonour  as  a  knight,  and  to  attainder  as  a  sub- 
ject ;  and  the  chiefs  who  take  share  with  him,  tod 
serve  under  him,  will  participate  also  in  hii  guilt  and 
his  punishment '?" 

"All  this  I  know  well,"  said  Sir  Avmer;  "and! 
only  wonder  that,  having  become  public,  the  condi- 
tions have,  nevertheless,  been  told  with  wo  nnuch  ac- 
curacy ;  but  what  has  this  to  do  with  the  issue  of  the 
combat,  if  the  Douglas  and  I  should  chance  to  meet' 
I  will  not  surely  be  disposed  to  fight  with  less  anima- 
tion because  1  wear  my  fortune  upon  my  swofd,  oi 
become  coward  because  I  &(ht  for  s  portioa  of  thf 
Douglas's  estate,  as  well  as  for  fome  and  for  fiiihtf* 
hand?    And  after  all" 
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'*  Hear  me,"  said  the  minstrel ;  "  an  ancient  glee- 
man  has  saicK  that  in  a  false  quarrel  there  is  no  true 
valonr,  and  tne  los  or  praise  won  therein,  is,  when 
balanced  against  honest  fame,  as  valueless  as  a 
wreath  formed  out  of  copper,  compared  to  a  chaplet 
of  pure  gold ;  but  I  bid  you  not  to  take  me  for  thv 
warrant  in  this  important  question.  Thou  well 
knowefit  how  James  of  Thirlwall,  the  last  English 
commander  before  Sir  John  de  Walton,  was  sur- 
prised, and  the  castle  sack^  with  circumstances  of 
great  inhumanity." 

"Truly,"  said  Sir  Aymcr,  "  I  think  that  Scotland 
and  England  both  have  heard  of  that  onslaucht,  and 
of  the  disgusting  proceedings  of  the  Scottish  chief- 
tain, when  he  caused  transport  into  the  virild  forest 
Bold,  silver,  ammunition,  and  armour,  and  all  things 
mat  could  be  easily  removed,  and  destroyed  a  large 
luantitv  of  provisions,  in  a  manner  equally  savage 
and  unneara-of." 

"  Perhaps,  Sir  Knight,"  said  Bertram,  "  you  were 
jTOurself  an  eye-witness  of  that  transaction,  which  has 
been  spoken  of  far  and  wide,  and  is  called  the  Dou- 
glas Larder  ?" 

"I  saw  not  the  actual  accomplishment  of  the  deed," 
said  De  Valence ;  "  that  is,  I  witnessed  it  not  a-doing, 
but  I  beheld  enough  of  the  sad  relics  to  make  the 
Douglas  Larder  never  by  me  to  be  forgotten  as  a 
record  of  horror  and  abomination.  I  would  speak 
It  tnilv,  by  the  hand  of  my  father  and  bv  my  honour 
IB  a  knight !  and  I  wilf  leave  it  to  tnee  to  judge 
whether  it  was  a  deed  calculated  to  secure  the  smiles 
of  Heaven  in  favour  of  the  actors.  This  is  my  edi- 
tion of  the  story  : — 

"  A  large  quantity  of  provisions  had  during  two 
irears  or  thereabouts  been  collected  from  dincrent 
points,  and  the  Castle  of  Douglas,  newly  repaired, 
tnd,  as  was  thought,  carefully  guarded,  was  appoint- 
ed as  a  place  where  the  said  provisions  were  to  be 
put  in  store  for  the  service  of  the  King  of  England, 
or  of  the  Lord  Chfford,  whichever  should  first  enter 
the  Western  Marches  with  an  English  army,  and 
stand  in  need  of  such  a  supply.  This  array,  was  also 
toreUeve  our  wants,  I  mean  those  of  my  uncle  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  who  for  some  time  before  had  Iain 
with  a  conaderable  foice  in  the  town  called  Ayr. 
near  the  old  Caledonian  Forest,  and  where  we  had 
bot  wars  with  the  insurgent  Scots.  Well,  sir,  it  hap- 
pened, as  in  similar  cases,  that  Thirlwall,  though  a 
bold  and  active  soldier,  was  surprised  in  the  Castle 
of  Douglas,  about  Hallowmas?,  by  this  same  worthy, 
jronng  James  Douglas.  In  no  very  good  humour 
was  he,  as  you  may  suppose;  for  his  father,  called 
H'illiam  the  Hardy,  or  William  Longlegs,  having 
refused,  on  any  terms,  to  become  Anglocised.  was 
oaade  a  lawful  prisoner,  and  died  as  such,  closely 
confined  in  Berwick,  or,  as  some  say,  in  Newcastle. 
Ilie  news  of  his  father^s  death  had  put  young  Dou- 
glas into  no  small  rage,  and  tended,  I  think,  to  sug- 
nst  what  he  did  in  his  resentment.  Embarrassed  by 
toe  quantity  of  provisions  which  he  found  in  the  cas- 
tle, which,  the  English  being  superior  in  the  country, 
tie  had  neither  the  means  to  remove,  nor  the  leisure 
to  stay  and  consume,  the  fiend,  as  I  thinkj  inspired 
bim  with  a  contrivance  to  render  them  unfit  for  hu- 
man use.  You  shall  iudge  yourself  whether  it  was 
likely  to  be  suggested  by  a/:;ood  or  an  evil  spirit. 

"  According  to  this  device,  the  gold,  silver,  and 
}ther  transportable  commodities  being  carried  to 
lecret  places  of  safety,  Douglas  caused  the  meat,  the 
malt,  and  other  corn  or  grain,  to  be  brought  down 
nto  the  castle  cellar,  where  he  emptied  the  contents 
)f  the  sacks  into  one  loathsome  heap,  striking  out 
the  heads  of  the  barrels  and  puncheons,  so  as  to  let 
the  mingled  drink  run  through  the  heap  of  meal, 
^n,  and  so  forth.  The  bullocks  provided  for  slaugh- 
ter were  in  like  manner  knocked  on  the  head,  and 
their  blood  suffered  to  drain  into  the  mass  of  edible 
nibstances;  and  lastly,  the  flesh  of  those  oxen  was 
juried  in  the  same  mass,  in  which  was  also  included 
the  dead  bodies  of  those  in  the  castle,  who,  receiving 
10  quarter  from  the  Douglas,  paid  dear  enough  for 
tianng  kept  no  better  watch.  This  base  and  unwor- 
thy abuse  of  provisions  intended  for  the  use  of  man, 
together  with  throwing  into  the  well  of  the  castle  car- 


casses of  men  and  horses,  and  other  filth  for  pollutios 
the  same,  has  since  that  time  been  called  the  Dou- 
glas Larder." 

"I  pretend  not,  good  Su*  Aymcr,"  said  the  minstrel 
"  to  vindicate  what  you  justly  reprove,  nor  can  1 
conceive  any  mode  of  rendering  provisions,  arranged 
after  the  form  of  the  Douglas  Larder,  proper  for  the 
use  of  any  Christian ;  yet  this  young  gentleman 
might  perhaps  act  under  the  sting  of  natural  resent- 
ment, rendering  his  singular  exploit  more  excusable 
than  It  may  seem  at  first.  Think,  if  your  own  noble 
father  had  just  died  in  a  lingering  captivity,  his  in- 
heritance seized  upon,  and  occupied  as  a  garrison  by 
a  foreign  enemy,  would  not  these  things  stir  you  to  a 
mode  of  resentment,  which  in  cold  blood,  and  judging 
of  it  as  the  action  of  an  enemy,  your  honour  might 
hold  in  natural  and  laudable  abhorrence  ?— Would 
you  pay  respect  to  dead  and  senseless  objects,  which 
no  one  could  blame  your  appropriating  to  your  own 
use,  or  even  scruple  the  refusal  of  quarter  to  prisoners, 
which  is  so  often  practised  even  in  wars  which  are 
otherwise  termed  fair  and  humane  ?" 

"  You  press  me  close,  minstrel,"  said  Aymer  de 
Valence.  "  I  at  least  have  no  great  interest  to  excuse 
the  Douglas  in  this  matter,  since  its  consequences 
were,  that  I  myself  and  the  rest  of  my  uncle's  host, 
laboured  with  Clifford  and  his  army  to  rebuild  this 
same  Dangerous  Castle ;  and  feeling  no  stomach  for 
the  cheer  that  the  Douglas  had  left  us,  we  suflered 
hard  commons,  though  I  acknowledge  we  did  not 
hesitate  to  adopt  for  our  own  use  such  sheep  and 
oxen  as  the  miserable  Scots  had  still  left  around  their 
farm-houses ;  and  I  jest  not,  Sir  Minstrel,  when  I 
acknowledge  in  sad  earnest,  that  we  martial  men 
ought  to  make  our  petitions  with  peculiar  penitence 
to  Heaven  for  mercy,  when  we  reflect  on  the  various 
miseries  which  the  nature  of  our  profession  compels 
us  to  inflict  upon  each  other." 

"It  seems  to  me,"  answered  the  minstrel,  "that 
those  who  feel  the  etings  of  their  own  conscience 
should  be  more  lenient  when  they  speak  of  the  of- 
fences of  others ;  nor  do  I  greatly  rely  on  a  sort  of 
prophecy  which  was  delivered,  as  the  men  of  this  hill 
district  say,  to  the  young  Douglas,  by  a  man  who  in 
the  course  of  nature  should  nave  been  lon^  since 
dead,  promising  him  a  course  of  success  against  the 
Engush  for  having  sacrificed  his  own  castle  to  pre- 
vent their  making  it  a  garrison." 

"We  have  time  enough  for  the  story,"  said  Sir 
Aymer,  "and  mcthinks  it  would  suit  a  knight  and  a 
minstrel  better  than  the  grave  converse  we  have 
hitherto  held,  which  would  have  beseemed— so  God 
save  me— the  mouths  of  two  travelling  Friars." 

"  So  be  it,"  said  the  minstrel ;  "  the  rote  or  the  viol 
easily  changes  its  time  and  varies  its  note." 


CHAPTER  V. 

A  tale  of  sorrow,  for  your  ejes  may  weep  ; 
A  tale  or  horror,  for  y(»ur  flei li  may  tinfle : 
A  tale  or  wonder,  Tor  the  eyebrows  arch, 
And  the  flesh  curdles,  ifyou  read  it  rigfa 


Ftef. 

"  Youa  honour  must  be  informed,  gentle  Sir  Aymer 
de  Valence,  that  I  have  heard  this  story  told  at  a 
great  distance  from  the  land  in  which  it  happened, 
by  a  sworn  minstrel,  the  ancient  friend  and  servant 
of  the  house  of  Douglas,  one  of  the  best,  it  is  said, 
who  ever  belonged  to  that  noble  family.  This  min- 
strel, Hugo  Hugonet  by  name,  attended  his  young 
master  when  on  this  fierce  exploit,  as  was  his  wont. 

"The  castle  was  in  total  tumult;  in  one  comer 
the  war-men  were  busy  breaking  up  and  destroying 
provisions;  in  another,  they  were  sla>ing  men,  horses^ 
and  cattle,  and  these  actions  were  accompanied  hi 
appropriate  sounds.  The  cattle^  particularly,  had 
became  sensible  of  their  impending  fate,  and  with 
awkward  resistance  and  piteous  cnes,  testified  that 
reluctance  with  which  these  poor  creatures  look  in- 
stinctively on  the  shambles.  The  groans  and  screams 
of  men,  imdergoing,  or  about  to  undergo,  the  stroke 
of  death,  and  the  screeches  of  the  poor  horses  which 
were  in  mortal  agony,  formed  a  fearful  chorus.  Hu- 
gonet was  desirous  to  remove  himself  from  such  un- 


tt                                                   TALES  OF  MY  LANDLORD,  [Ch*^.  T, 

deoiant  nithlB  oad  nHinds;  hut  liis  mislcr,  (he  had  this  Inlc,  which,  llionnh  it  might  pits'!  ml! 
Douglus,  had  be«n  a  man  ni  n>ine  rending,  aiid  his  cuciubIi  amid  rlanfciad  beikers,  m^isi  >«  held  quite 
oldservBui  was  .nniious  lo  secure  n  book  of  poetry,  opoctiphol  in  the  Biiber  houritnf  the  mornioR?'' 
10  which  he  had  been  atinchetl  of  old.  TIus  een-  "By  my  niinslrel  won).  Sir  Knight,"  anewrmt 
tiiaed  (he  Lnyaof  on  oncieni  Seotiish  Bntd,  who,  if  Bertram,  I  nm  nu  prop^aiorof  the  fable,  if  i[  be 
an  ordinary  human  crealuru  while  he  waa  in  Ihia  one ;  tluinuirt,  the  viater,  when  he  had  retirnl  iniD 
lifK  eannot  now  perhaps  be  cisccly  lenned  such.  a  doisier  near  the  Lake  of  Pi'nibelmerc  in  Viala, 
"Ho  K'as,  in  ahorl,  liiat  Thomas,  dialin^ialied  by  communicated  ihe  story  to  mo  aj  I  now  Itll  ii. 
the  name  of  ihe  Rhymer,  and  whuBC  intimacy,  it  i9  Therefore,  as  It  was  wpon  the  authority  of  an  eye- 
said,  became  9o  Rreat  with  the  idlld  people,  culled  H'ilnc.''i<.  1  npoloitizr  not  for  relnting  it  lo  you,  since  I 
Ihe  Farry  folk,  lliai  he  could,  like  Ihom,  foretell  the  conld  hardly  discover  a  more  direct  source  of  kuow- 
fuIUTG  deed  befoie  it  came  to  pass,  and  unilnl  in  hia  ledge," 

awn  person  ihe  quality  of  bard  and  of  sooihsaynr,  ''  He  it »,  Sir  Minstrel,"  said  the  kniphl  j  "  tell  on 

But  of  late  years  he  had  vanished  almost  entirely  Ihy  tale,  and  may  thy  legend  escape  criticism  Eioin 

fiom  this  mortal  scene ;  and  althonch  the  time  and  olfiera  as  well  ne  from  me," 

manner  of  liie  death  were  never  publicly  known,  yet  "Hugonet,  Sir  Knight," answered  Bertram,  "wis 

the  eeneral  belief  was,  that  he  was  not  severed  from  a  holy  man,  and  mamteiDed  a  fair  characler  during 

the  land  of  the  liiing,  but  removed  to  the  land  of  his  whole  life,  notwithstanding  his  irsde  may  be 

Faery,  from  whence  he  somelimes  made  excursions,  esteemed  a  liKht  one.    The  vision  spoke  to  him  ia 

and  concerned  himself  onlv  about  matters  which  an  a:itiqae  Inngua^.  lilie  llial  formerly  used  in   ' 


e  hereafter,    Hugonel  wna  the  more  kingdom  of  Straih-Clyde,  Leins  a  apecies  of  Scots 

ejmesl  to  prevent  the  loss  of  the  works  ot  this  an.  or  Gaelic,  which  few  woiJd  have  comweliended," 
cienibard,  BS  manyofhiepoemsand predictions  were       '"You  are  a  learned  man,'  said  ine  appari  ' 

__:i._L. j:_.l T_   and  wiire  supposed  'and  not  unacquainted  ivilh  Ihe  dialects  uaedin 


auainted  ivilh  Ihe  dialecis  used  in  cou: 
r,  olthouRh  they  ore  now  out  of  dale 

bouse  of  Douglas  as  well  OB  other  familifs  of  an-— '-'-'—' 1— .k.^:„.„  .i...„i_. 

descent,  who  had  been  aubjecis  of  this  old  man's 

pheeyi  and  accordin^y  he  determined  10  save  in»  an  ancient  Bnnsn  oaru  pnie  one  in  mis  ~  remote 

VohinMRiiin  dMlnietion  in  the  general  conflagration  lonn  of  time,"  who  seta  upon  the  poetry  of  hia  natirt 

lo  which  the  l»ildinf[  was  about  to  be  consigned  by  country  a  value  which  invites  him  lo  think  of  in 

ihsheir  of  its  ancient  proprietors.    With  this  view  he  preservation  at  a  monientofsuch  terror  as  influenca 

hurried  np  into  the  Ullte  (lid  vaulied  room,  called 'the  the  prf  sent  evening,' 

Dongtas's   study.'  in  which  Ihcre  mighl  be  some  " '  li  i^  indeed.'  said  Hugonel,    a  ntehl  of  terrur, 

dcnen  old  books  wtittcn  by  the  ancient  chaplaiiiB.  in  that  talis  even  the  dead  from  iho  grave,  and  makes 

whal  (he  minstrels  call  the  itllir  black.    He  iinme-  them  the  ghastlr  and  fearful  companions  of  the  1,1- 

diately  discovered  the  cdobrated  lay,  called  Sir  lYis-  ins— Who  or  what  art  thou,  tn  God's  name,  w he 

trem,  which  has  been  sooflcn  oltercd  and  abridged  breakesl  the  bounds  which  divide  them,  and  reti*- 

■s  to  hear  little  rcseniblDncc  to  the  ori^nol,    Hugo-  iirmi  thus  strangely  the  slalo  thou  hast  so  long  bid 

ne(,  who  welt  knew  the  value  in  which  (hie  poem  adieu  lol' 

waefaeld  by  Ihe  ancient  lords  of  iho  caaile,  took  Ihe  "'I  am,'  replied  ihc  vision,  'that  celebnied  Ths- 
parchment  volome  from  the  shelves  ot  Ihc  llbrorv,  mas  the  Rhymer,  bj  some  called  Thomas  of  Ercd- 
■nd  laid  It  upon  a  small  desk  adjacent  lo  the  Baron  B  doun,  ot  Thomas  Ihe  True  Ijpcaker,  Like  olhtt 
chair.  Having  mode  sueh  preparation  for  nutting  it  saftes,  I  am  permitted  al  limes  to  reviait  the  BCcnes 
in  safetv,  he  fell  into  a  brief  reverie,  in  which  the  ne-  of  my  former  life,  nor  am  I  incapable  of  remnving 
esy  of  light,  and  the  preparalions  for  the  DoueIus  the  shadowy  clouds  and  darkness  which  overhsoE 
Larder,  buteincciallir  nie Ian  Bightofolij^:is  which  fuiuri(^:  ar_d  know,  thou  nlHicied  nian,  that  wbii 
hod  been  familiar  10  lui  ewsi  now  on  the  eve  of  de-  thou  now  acest  in  this  woful  countm  is  not  a  geix- 
HiuclioiL  engaiiod  him  nt  tint  moment.  ral  emblem  orwha(  shall  (herein  bcall  hereafter,  hul 
"The  bard,  inerofon!,,  waa  thinking  within  himself  in  proportion  as  Ihe  Duuelasses  are  now  suflrrini 
DponlheuncammoDmixlnrsatlheitiyBiical  scholar  l!ie  loss  and  dealruction  of  their  honte  for  their  loy- 
■nd  warrior  m  his  old  ii>i.Ker,  when,  as  he  bent  his  alty  to  the  riishtful  heir  of  the  Scottish  kingdom,  u 
eyes  upon  the  hook  of  the  incienl  Rhymer,  he  was  lialh  Heaven  oppolnied  for  them  a  jusi  reward;  sad 
aaioniabed  to  observe  it  slowly  removed  Irom  (he  as  ihcv  have  no(  spared  lo  burn  and  destroy  tbor 
"e  hand.    The  pi '  -  ,   .    -   -        .      ,     ^      , 


man  looked  with  horror  *1  the  ■pnnlaiieims  motion  caute,  so  is  it  the  doom  of  Heaven,  thai  as  often  ai 

of  the  book,  Ibrthesaletyof  which  hewasinlcresied,  the  walls  of  DouglaB  Castle  shall  be  burnt  lo  the 

and  had  the  courage  lo  aiproach  a  little  nearer  the  ground,  they  shall  be  again  rebuilt  still  more  staler 

tablt  ui  order  lotliscover  by  what  means  i(  had  been  and  more  magnificent  thf" '"'■--   ' 


hdrawn.  "  A  cry  was  now  lieard  like  that  of  a  mutlirtutt  il 

"I  have  said  the  room  was  already  becoming  dark,  the  court-yard.  Joining  In  a  fierce  ehout  of  exultation  1 

10  as  10  render  it  difficult  10  distinguish  any  person  al  the  same  lime  a  broad  and  ruddy  glow  eeemal  to 

n  the  chair,  though  ii  now  appeared,  on  closer  cia-  burst  from  Ihe  bcania  and  rafierst  and  sparks  Bew 

minalion,  that  a  kind  of  shadowy  ouilineof  a  human  from  them  as  from  the  smith's  Btiihy,  while  the  ele- 

nrm  wn*  vnied  in  it,  but  neither  prerisi'  enough  to  menl  cautthi  10  its  fuel,  and  the  coDDagnlion  bnke 

figure  to  the  mind, j-..:i.j    : — -1 1 .-,.. 

._ __    somelhirie  .._. _ „  _, 

iheleas,  as  he  gaied  more  iriicnlly..he  come,  nor  are  ihjne  the  destined  handi 


to  the  mind,  nor  so  detailed    its  way  ihrough  every  sperlure- 
;ly  its  mode  of  action.    The        "  '  Sec  ye  thai?'  said  the  vision,  casting  his  e; 
fore,  gazed  upon  the  object  of    (awards  the  windows,  and  disappearina-7  SegOD 


Bard  of  Douglas.  thereJore.  gai ,. _^. 

bis  fear,  as  d  he  hud  looked  upon  somelhini 

mortal  i  nevt ' 

became  more 

ofTered  itself  .    ....  „....  _, „ 

more  keen  lo  penelrale  whal  they  witnessed,    A  tall    fori.. , _. ^ 

thin  form,  attired  in,  or  rather  shnded  with,  a  long  turned  round  al  the  wild  scene  which  he  beheld :  his 

flowinj!  dusky  rube,  having  0  foce  ond  physiognoniy  iilmost  exertion  won  scarcely  sufGcieni  to  wiihdnw 

■0  wild  and  overgrown  with  hair  as  10  be  hardly  him  from  ihe  Ictrihle  spot,  and  Douglas  Castle  tint 

human,  were  the  only  marked  ouillnes  of  the  phan-  night  sunk  into  ashes  end  smoke,  10  arise.  In  no 

tom  ;  and.  looklnt;  mote  attcnlively,  Hugonet  was  (rreat  length  of  time,  in  o  form  stronKcr  thati  ever," 

siill  sensible  of  two  other  forms,  Ihe  outlines,  it  The  minelrel  stopped,  and  his  hearer,  the  Rngl^li 

seemed,  ofaharlandahind,  which  appeared  half  to  knighl.  remained  silent  for  some  minutes,  eie  11 

•heller  ihemselvra  behind  the  person  and  under  Ihc  lenjrth  he  replied. 

robe  of  this  superiioiutol  figure,^'  ''liis  true,  minstrel,"  answered  SirApncr,  "ihit 

A  probable  laic."  sKd  the  knight,  "for  you,  Sir  yout  tale  is  so  far  undeniable,  thai  this  emslle—tlrrs' 

Hinstrel,  a  man  of  aensc  us  you  seem  lo  be.  !o  recile  liincB  burned  down  by  ihe  heir  of  the  hoDSe  »nJ  '■ 

•0  gravely  1   From  whal  wise  auihoriiy  have  you  the  barony— baa  hitherto  been  m  o(l«ffl  tewed  >c>m 
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ly  Henry  Lord  Clifibrd,  and  other  generals  of  the 
English,  who  endeavoured  on  every  occasion  to  build 
it  up  more  artificially  and  more  strongly  than  it  had 
formerly  existed,  since  it  occupies  a  position  too  im- 
portant to  the  safety  of  our  Scottish  oorder  to  permit 
our  yielding  it  up.  This  I  myself  have  partly  wit- 
nessed. But  I  cannot  think,  that  because  the  castle 
has  been  so  destroyed,  it  is  therefore  decreed  so  to  be 
repaired  in  future,  considering  that  such  cruelties,  as 
surely  cannot  meet  the  approbation  of  Heaven,  have 
attended  the  feats  of  the  Douglasses.  But  I  sec  thou 
art  determined  to  keep  thine  own  faiih,  nor  can  I 
blame  thee,  since  the  wonderful  turns  of  fate  which 
have  attended  this  fortress,  are  sufficient  to  warrant 
any  one  to  watch  for  what  seem  the  peculiar  indica- 
tions of  the  will  of  Heaven  ;  but  thou  niaypt  believe, 
good  minstrel,  that  the  fault  shall  not  be  mine,  if  the 

J9ung  Douglas  shall  have  opportunity  to  exercise 
is  cookery  upon  a  second  edition  of  his  family  lar- 
der, or  to  profit  by  the  predictions  of  Thomas  the 
Rhymer." 

*  I  do  not  doubt  due  circumspection  upon  your 
own  part,  and  Sir  John  de  Walton's,"  said  Bertram : 
"but  there  is  no  crime  in  my  saying  that  Heaven 
can  accomplish  its  own  purposes.  J  look  upon 
Douglas  Castle  as  in  some  decree  a  fated  place,  and 
I  lonf^  to  see  what  changes  lime  may  have  made  in 
it  during  the  currency  of  twenty  years.  Above  all, 
I  desire  to  secure,  ii  possible,  the  volume  of  this 
Thomas  of  Erceldoun,  having  in  it  such  a  fund  of 
forgotten  minstrelsey,  and  of  prophecies  respecting 
the  future  fates  of  the  British  kingdom,  both  north- 
em  and  southern." 

The  knight  made  no  answer,  but  rode  a  little 
space  forward,  keeping  the  upper  part  of  the  ridge 
oiif  the  water,  by  which  the  road  down  the  vale 
seemed  to  be  rather  sharply  conducted.  It  at  length 
attained  the  sumniit  of  an  acclivity  of  considerable 
length.  From  this  point,  and  behind  a  conspicuous 
rocK,  which  appeared  to  nave  been  pushed  aside,  as 
it  were,  like  the  scene  of  a  theatre,  to  admit  a  view  of 
the  under  part  of  the  valley,  the  travellers  beheld  the 
extensive  vale,  parts  of  which  have  been  already 
shown  in  detail,  but  which,  as  the  river  became  nar- 
rower, was  now  entirely  laid  bare  in  its  height  and 
depth  as  far  as  it  extended,  and  displayed  in  its  pre- 
cincts, at  a  little  distance  from  the  course  of  the 
stream,  the  towering  and  lordly  castle  to  which  it 
gave  the  name.  The  mist  which  continued  to  en- 
comber  the  valley  with  its  fleecy  clouds,  showed 
imperfectly  the  rude  fortifications  which  served  to 
defend  the  small  town  of  Douglas,  which  was  strong 
enough  to  repel  a  desultory  attack,  but  not  to  with- 
stand what  was  called  in  tho»c.  davs  a  formal  siege. 
The  most  striking  feature  was  its  cliurch,  an  ancient 
Gothic  pile  raised  on  an  eminence  in  the  centre  of 
the  town,  and  even  then  extremely  ruinous.  To  the 
left,  and  lying  in  the  distance,  might  be  seen  other 
towers  ana  battlements ;  and,  divided  from  the  town 
by  a  piece  of  artificial  water,  which  extended  almost 
around  it,  arose  the  Dangerous  Castle  of  Douglas. 

Sternly  was  it  fortified,  after  the  fashion  of  the 
middle  ages,  with  donjon  and  battlements;  display- 
ing, above  others,  the  tall  tower,  which  bore  the 
name  of  Lord  Henry's,  or  the  Clifford's  Tower. 

"Yonder  is  the  castle,"  said  Ayiner  de  Valence, 
extending  his  arm,  with  a  smile  of  triumph  upon  his 
brow;  thou  mayst  judge  thyself,  whether  the  de- 
fences added  to  it  under  the  Clifford  are  likely  to 
render  its  next  capture  a  more  easy  deed  than  the 
last" 

The  minstrel  barely  shook  his  head,  and  quoted 
from  the  Psalmist — "  Pfisi  Dominva  custodiet.  Nor 
did  he  prosecute  the  discourse,  though  De  Valence 
answered  eagerly,  "My  own  edition  of  the  text  is 
not  very  different  from  thine;  but,  methinks,  thou 
art  more  spiritually-minded  than  can  always  bo  pre- 
dicated of  a  wandering  minstrel." 

"  God  knows,"  said  Bertram,  "  that  if  I^  or  such 
as  I,  are  forgetful  of  the  finger  of  Providence  in 
iccomplishing  its  purposes  in  this  lower  world,  we 
have  heavier  blame  than  that  of  other  jieople,  since 
we  are  perpetually  called  upon  in  the  exercise  of  our 
fanciful  profession,  to  admire  the  turns  of  fate  which 


bring  good  out  of  evil,  and  which  render  those  who 
think  only  of  their  own  passions  and  purposes  the 
executors  of  the  will  of  Heaven." 

"  I  do  submit  to  what  you  say.  Sir  Minstrel,"  an- 
swered the  knight,  "and  it  would  be  unlawful  to 
express  any  douot  of  the  truths  which  you  speak  so 
solemnly,  anymore  than  of  your  own  belief  in  them. 
Let  ine  add,  sir,  that  1  think  I  have  power  enough 
in  this  garrison  to  bid  you  welcome,  and  Sir  John  de 
Walton,  I  hope  you  will  not  refuse  access  to  hall, 
castle,  or  knight's  bower,  to  a  person  of  your  pro- 
fession, and  by  whose  conversation  we  shall,  per- 
haps, profit  somewhat.  I  cannot,  however,  lead 
you  to  expect  such  indulgence  for  your  son,  consider- 
ing the  present  state  of  nis  health ;  but  if  I  procure 
him  the  privilege  to  remain  at  the  convent  of  Saint 
Bride,  he  will  be  there  unmoUetcd  and  in  safety, 
until  you  have  renewed  your  acquaintance  witn 
Douglas  Dale  and  its  history,  and  are  disposed  to 
set  forward  on  your  journey.' 

"  I  embrace  your  honours  proposal  the  more  will- 
ingly," said  the  muistrel,  "that  1  can  recompense 
the  Father  Abbot." 

"  A  main  point  with  holy  men  or  women,"  replied 
De  Valence,  "  who,  in  time  of  warfare,  subsist  by 
affording  the  visiters  of  their  shrine  the  means  of 
maintenance  in  their  cloisters  for  a  passing  sea- 


son." 

The  party  now  approached  the  sentinels  on  guard 
at  the  castle,  who  were  closely  and  thickly  stationed, 
and  who  respectfully  admitted  Sir  Aymer  de  Va- 
lence, as  next  in  command  under  Sir  John  de  Wal- 
ton. Fabian— for  so  was  the  young  squire  nam«i 
who  attended  on  De  Valence— mentioned  it  as  his 
master's  pleasure  that  the  minstrel  should  also  be 
admitted. 

An  old  archer,  however,  looked  hard  at  the  min- 
strel as  he  followed  Sir  Aymer.  "  It  is  not  for  us," 
said  he,  "  or  any  of  our  degree,  to  oppose  the  plea- 
sure of  Sir  Aymer  de  Valence,  nephew  to  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  in  such  a  matter;  and  for  us,  Master 
Fabian,  welcome  are  you  to  make  the  gleeman  your 
companion  both  at  bed  and  board,  as  well  as  yoiu: 
visitant,  a  week  or  two  at  the  Castle  of  Douglas; 
but  your  worship  is  well  aware  of  the  strict  order  of 
watch  laid  upon  us,  and  if  Solomon,  King  of  Israel, 
were  to  come  here  as  a  travelling  minstrel,  by  my 
faith  I  durst  not  give  him  entrance,  unless  I  had 
positive  authority  from  Sir  John  de  Walton." 

"Do  you  doubt,  sirrah,"  said  Sir  Aymer  de  Va- 
lence, who  returned  on  hearing  an  altercation  be- 
twixt Fabian  and  the  archer—  do  you  doubt  that  I 
have  good  authority  to  entertain  a  guest,  or  do  you 
presume  to  contest  it  7" 

"  Heaven  forbid !"  said  the  old  man,  "  that  I 
should  presume  to  place  my  own  desire  in  opposi- 
tion to  your  worship,  who  has  so  lately  and  so  ho- 
nourably acquired  your  spurs :  but  in  this  matter  I 
must  think  what  will  be  the  wish  of  Sir  John  de 
Walton,  who  is  your  governor,  Sir  Knight,  as  well 
as  mine ;  and  so  far  I  hold  it  worth  while  to  detain 
your  guest  until  Sir  John  return  from  a  ride  to  the 
outposts  of  the  castle;  and  this  I  conceive,  being 
my  duty,  will  be  no  matter  of  offence  to  your  wor- 
ship." 

Meihinks,"  said  the  knight,  "  it  is  aaucy  iii  thee 
to  suppose  that  my  commands  can  have  any  thingin 
them  improper,  or  contradictory  to  those  of  Sir  John 
de  W^alton;  tnou  mayst  trust  to  me  at  least  that 
thou  shalt  come  to  no  narm.  Keep  this  man  in  the 
guard-room  ;  let  him  not  want  good  cheer,  and  when 
Sir  John  de  Walton  returns,  report  him  aa  a  person 
admitted  by  my  invitation,  and  if  any  thing  more  be 
wanted  to  make  out  your  excuse,  I  shall  not  be  reluc- 
tant in  stating  it  to  tne  governor." 

The  archer  made  a  signal  of  obedience  with  the 
pike  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  resumed  the 

gave  and  solemn  manner  of  a  sentinel  upon  hispo8^. 
e  first,  however,  ushered  in  the  minstrel,  and  fur- 
nished iiim  with  food  and  liquor,  speaking  at  the 
same  time  to  Fabian,  who  remained  behind.  The 
smart  young  stripling  had  becofne  very  proud  of  late, 
in  consequence  of  obtaining  the  name  of  Sir  Aymer*! 
squire,  and  advancing  a  step  in  chivalry,  as  Sir  Ay- 


JilikbtoBT 
lat  whirh  h 


tfyiiUal  ground  for  it,  upon  Aynwr  ile  Vulenct!  him- 
wai,  tliluiH^li  Ilia  unulA  (he  Earl  of  Pciilbrnkc,  wae 
Sir  Johri  de  Willon'i  itmity  patroD,  oud  liid  ilia  bu- 
ginninE  of  tail  tpMil  loruiiie ;  lot  all  which,  by  tnun- 
ingiiplui  ncplMwinthc  IrueillBCiplliieof  The  French 
warj,  Sir  John  ha«  inken  ihe  beat  way  of  showing 
hiniseliKraieliil  la  iheidil  Ear)." 

"  Do  It  ts  ran  will,  old  CHIboit  Greenlcif,"  an- 
■imrHl  Fabian,  *' thou  Icnowe*!  I  never  qjnrrcl  wilh 
wrnliiniiing.  and  theRforc  dive  mo  cndil  for 
liiiiiy;  lo  many  a  leclnro  ftom  Sir  John  lie  Wnl- 
iiiit  thyscifi  but  iboudrivGil  ibiaa  liltle  toofiir, 
II  iiiou  vaiiBi  not  lei  a  Hay  pan  wiihoni  fcmna  nw  a 
DoRsinic.  Cnnlii  me,  Sir  John  de  Walwn  will  not 
ihanlc  tilers  if  ihou  tetin  him  one  ion  old  n>  rinuim- 
bor  ihai  lie  himself  had  onca  sumo  fiTecn  Rdp  in  Ilia 
veins.  Ay.  ihus  ii  in,  Ihe  old  man  will  nut  (oittct  >hat 
ho  has  unco  be«n  yonng,  nor  ihoyuung  that  hemnai 
aomeday  beohli  andai>  the  one  change*  his  man- 
Den  inio  the  lingEring  (iirnialily  of  advanced  ane, 
and  the  nihcr  Tcmaina  Uho  a  midiuninier  lorreni 
Bwolnnilhrain^eyerydTopof  waterinit  nuiai>b  froth, 
■ml  Dverllow.  There  is  a  maxim  fur  ihcc,  Clilbect ! 
— Heatdnl  ihou  ever  beiicrT  hans  it  up  amidM  ihy 
■linnia  of  wisdom,  and  see  if  il  will  nol  pass  among 
(hem  like  lirteenlo  the  ilfOen.  1 1  will  serve  lo  bring 
thee  ott^  man,  when  iho  wjne-pol  (lliine  only  (bull. 
good  Qilberl)  hath  hmi^i  ibeo  on  occasion  inlo 
aameihinn  of  n  scmpe." 

"  Bc!)l  lieep  it  for  tliyeelt  eood  Sir  Squire,"  said  the 
oldnian;  "melhinks  ilia  mom  like  In  stand  thyself  one 
day  in  good  stead.  Whn  ever  heard  of  a  knighl,  orcf 
the  wood  nf  wliich  ■  knight  is  made,  and  that  is  n 
squire,  being  puniaheil  norporeally  like  a  poor  old 
archer  o,' liorieboy?     Your  "   '"  ''    ""   "" 

meiided  by  sumo  of  iheso  --' 


best  aervicowill  w 


botowardi^  more  thankfully 
of  Fohian  the  Fabler, 


SD  T.'ILES  OF  MY  LANDLORD. 

tner  hitnself;  had,  somewhat  earlier  than  the 

period,  been  advanced  from  inuire  to  kniuhl. 

"  1  tell  thee.  Fabian,"  said  ihe  old  atciicr,  twhoie 
gravity,  sagacity,  and  skill  in  his  vocation,  while  ihcy 
sained  nim  ihe  confidence  of  all  ui  ihc  castle,  sub- 
jected him,  S3  he  hiinsi;lf  saiii,  ocrasionally  to  the 

ridicule  of  the  you  ngcoicombsi  and  al  ihe: 

we  may  add,  rendered  him  soiiivwhal  prafi 

Eunclilidus  towards  ihuso  who  stnoil  hJE 
imself  in  birih  and  rank ;)  "  I  tell  thee,  Pal 

williln  lily  master,  tjir  Aymer,  nood  service,  if  thou 
will  give  him  a  hint  to  anfler  an  old  archer,  man-ai- 
to  BTc  liim  a  Ciir  and  civil  answer' 
"''  he  commanda;  Ibrunduubt- 

...  .- „.ifiwry  ser' 

,  and  Sir  Johu  do  waltun,  n  looat  oxcelieni  com- 

iDandernodoubt.iBoneoirnestlvbcntanpursumslhe 
atitciliueofblsdiity,  and  willba  nj(omu<Jr  aeven, 
■awell,  believe  inr,  with  ihyniaaiM  as  wiih  n  leMer 
person.  Nay,  he  also  puaacaeralhatirairurhndnly 
which  Inducca  him  to  throw  blamn  if  (hero  bo  the' 

...  ,,-.._  . .^f^  ,.  .  _.    .. 


ir,  YvniKii.  eum.  the  dcaih  of  tlial  BTesl  mon- 
idbecn  CDn?iderabl>-  iicRlrcied  by  the  young 

and  warm-blooded  valour  uf  England. 
Mean  lime  it  occurred  to  Sir  .\ynier  ds  Vslencc. 

that  ihovRh  in  displaying  the  usual  degree  of  tioqu- 

tatily  shown  to  such  a  man  as   Bertram,  he  hid 

meri^y  done  what  was  becoming  h 


ri  of  ct 
reality  ' 


..._ _  which  he  assnmed.    There  was  ct 

Mimelhins  in  his  conreraation,  at  least  more 

ilia  callilisi  and  wlien  he  rccollccusi  many  p^ 
Sir  John  lie  Walton's  minuteness,  a  duubi  a 


'■ehataulcr.whowaafapabloofmskinaobsert- 

nliuna  from  whiuh  llw  aariuon  nnuhl  aficnnrdi 
icolmuchdangerandinconvenirnce.  Secretly, thrrt 
Giro,  he  iwetted  that  he  had  not  fairly  mlimaini  u 
Ihe  wamleruig  rninstrel,  thai  his  reception,  or  thsi  or 
any  atran^er,  within  ihe  Dangerous  Castle,  was  not 
at  prcsuni  permitiod,  by  Ibe  circuinsiancefl  of  Lie 
lime:*.  In  Ihis  case,  ilio  express  I  me  of  his  dutr 
would  havd  been  his  vindication,  anil  iiistFad.  pc^ 
hap»>  of  diteoiintenaiice  and  blame,  he  would  hsn 
had  praise  and  honour  from  bis  auperior. 

With  tliese  ihuushls  pasnn?  tlironzh  Ins  m.nd, 
some  lacil  apprehenaian  arose  of  a  rd>i>kc  on  the  pin 
of  hta  commaudinft  officiTi  for  this  ofliccr,  noiviib- 
■tanilin^r  his  atrictncas.  Sir  Aymer  loved  as  well  a 
learrd.  Hf>  ivent.  iherefon-,  towards  the  ^pjard-nnn 
of  tlut  castle,  tinder  ihc  prelenro  of  aecine  that  il« 
'  »  of  hospilaliiy  had  been  duly  obaerved  towsrdi 

laMtTavallingcompanHm.  Theminsirel  arowic- 

specifiilly,  andntim  ihe  manner  in  which  hopaktu 
'eomplinicnta.seFmed,  if  hehad  not  expecteil  ibis  nil 
of  inquiry,  al  leaal  to  be  m  no  degree  Biitpn«d  » it 
i^tir  Aymer,  on  llie  other  hand.  SHiiimeil  an  air  aoDit- 
ilhing  more  dislani  than  he  had  yet  used  lowaidi  Bu- 
" — '  ~  revertinaloliiafonnennvilalton,  heno* 


conseq'ieflMi 
m.    'niomu 


thai  he 

eflvlual,. 

sanclkined  l>y  Sir  John  ilc  Walton. 

There  is  a  civil  way  nf  accimng  lo  believe  at 
loire  which  people  are  disposed  lo  receive  in  pa 
without  alleging  suspicion  of  its  currency.  Ti 
aln-L  therefore,  teiider<il  his  thanks  for  iho 
which  had  so  (at  beon  shown  to  liin<  "  >> 
mere  wish  of  passinK  eiuiosily,"  ho  si 
ni)l  granted,  could  bo  attended  wiih  no 

either  inconvenient  or  disagreeable  in  1.. — 

of  Eret'ldoun  was,  aecordin^  lo  the  Wdsh  iiiads,  m 
0/  the  thttt  barda  qf  Britain,  who  never  ei«ir.sl  i 
spear  wilh  blood,  or  was  guiily  either  of  (nkina  or  n- 
'  '  ig  caatle<i  and  forircsses,  and  ihiia  far  not  a  per- 
ikely,  afler  deaih,  lo  l.j  auspeeied  of  such  wsr- 
like  fears.  Rui  I  can  easUy  conceive  why  Sir  John 
de  Wnhon  should  have  allowed  the  usual  riiei  C 
hosplialiiy  10  fall  into  disuse,  and  why  a  man  of  pub- 
lic character  like  myself  ought  not  lo  desire  food  01 
lodging  where  il  is  accounted  so  dangerous ;  aad  i< 
can  surpiiso  no  one  why  the  governor  did  not  enn 
invest  his  worthy  younj:  lieutenant  with  ihe  power  01 
rlispcnsing  wtih  BO  Blricl  and  unusuaJ  a  mle. 

These  words,  very  coolly  spoken,  had  ■omelhing 


fiirmanl  liaih  become  froicn  under  the  inllueni 
thcalownossof  its  progress,  and  who  display  ager 

■pleenaguinstsuchashaveoblainedlheadvanceiL ,  ..., ,  ., 

for  which  all    are  siru.geling,  earlier,  and,  as  ibey  of  ifao  eflecl  of  aRronling  Ihe  young  kr 

supposed,  with  less  merit  than  llicirown.  Fiom  lime  nuaiing,  that  he  was  nol  held  sumnenlly 

to  lime  ibe  eye  of  Ihe  old  sentinel  stole  from  ihe  top  by  Sir  Johnde '"' '■■-    -'■ —  "■- 

of  his  pike,  and  with  an  air  of  triumph  rested  upon  ''"■ — 

ihe  youn;  man  Pabien,  as  if  to  see  how  deeply  Ihc 
wound  bad — """'   ■"'"    —■--'-  --  -l- >- - 


91  mighl  rf 


, jih  whom  ha  had  lived  oa 

of  affection  and  familisiity,  thoui^  ihegovenHT 
'  led  his  thinielh  year  and  upwards,  and  his 
:    iiciiK'nnni  did  nol  yel  write  liimaelf  one-and-twiBDif. 
'  '  Ihi^full  s^ieofehivalTy  having  been  in  his  case  pani- 
I    rularly  Hispensed  with,  owinj;  loafaBI  of  early  mia- 
lood.    Ere  hehadfulIycomiuaedtliBBngry Ihooghn 
'    "       '    ''     nind.Ihe  sound  ofahuDI- 
<  gate,  and  from  the  >c 
id  throi    ■     ■ 


re  chofing  in  Wl  . 


rough  Ihe  fcamsot  il 

„ ,  —  ,-— „ — ad  returned  from  oii 

.  ,     ._  nuch  irusled  by  ■  ride.    Ever)- sentinel,  seemingly  animated  byhiijin- 

Sir  John  deWal too,  wiio,  though  very  much  younger, ,  semv,  shouldered  his  pUie  more  uptiiihily,  gave  du 
hfld  been  bred  up  like  CIreenleaf  in  Ihs  ware  of  Ed-  word  of  the  post  mors  sharply,  and  sasmsd  mew 
ward  the  First,  and  was  lenaciousin  upholding  firict  I  fully  awake  and  conscious  of  his  duty.    Sir  Jirfiaitu 


^mTsi-  

plain  ihai  the  g< 

Si^'de 


CflAF.  v.] 


CASTLE  DANGEROUS. 


91 


Walton  having  alighted  from  his  hone,  asked  Green- 
leaf  what  had  passed  during  his  absence ;  the  old 
archer  thought  it  his  duty  to  say,  that  a  minstrel,  who 
seemed  like  a  Scotchmarii  or  wandering  borderer, 
had  been  admitted  into  the  castla  while  his  son,  a  lad 
sck  of  the  pestilence  so  much  talked  of,  had  been  left 
for  a  time  at  the  Abbey  of  Saint  Bride.  This  he  said 
on  Fabian's  information.  The  archer  added,  that  the 
&ther  was  a  man  of  tale  and  song,  who  could  keep 
the  whole  garrison  amused^  without  giving  them  leave 
to  attend  to  their  own  busmess. 

"  We  want  no  such  devices  to  pass  the  time,"  an- 
swered the  governor;  "and  we  would  have  been 
better  satisfiod  if  our  lieutenant  had  been  pleased  to 
find  us  other  guests,  and  fitter  for  a  direct  and  frank 
communication,  than  one  who,  by  his  profession,  is 
a  detractor  of  Grod  and  a  deceiver  of  man." 

"  Yet."  said  the  old  soldier,  who  could  hardly  listen 
even  to  his  commander  without  indulsing  the  humour 
of  contradiction,  "I  have  heard  vournonour  intimate 
that  the  trade  of  a  minstrel,  when  it  is  iustlv  acted 
up  to,  is  aa  worthy  as  even  the  degree  of  Knighthood 
itself.^' 

"  Such  it  may  have  been  in  former  days,"  answered 
the  knight :  "  but  in  modern  minstrelseyi  the  duty  of 
rendering  the  art  an  incentive  to  virtue  is  forgotten, 
and  it  Is  well  if  the  poetry  which  fired  our  fothers  to 
noble  deeds,  does  not  now  push  on  their  children  to 
such  as  are  base  and  unworthy.  But  I  will  speak 
upon  this  to  my  friend  Aymer,  than  whom  I  do  not 
know  a  more  excellent,  or  a  more  high-spirited  young 


man. 


While  discoursing  with  the  archer  in  this  manner. 
Sir  John  de  Walton,  of  a  tall  and  handsome  figure, 
advanced  and  stood  within  the  ample  arch  ox  the 
^ard-room  chimney,  and  was  listened  to  in  reveren- 
tial silence  by  trusty  Gilbert,  who  filled  up  with  nods 
and  signs^  as  an  attentive  auditor,  the  pauses  in  the 
conversation.  The  conduct  of  another  hearer  of  what 
passed  was  not  eoually  respectful,  but,  from  his  posi- 
tion, he  escaped  observation. 

This  third  person  was  no  other  than  the  squire  Fa- 
bian, who  was  concealed  from  observation  by  his 
position  behind  the  hob,  or  proiecting  portion  of  the 
old-fashioned  fireplace,  and  hid  himself  yet  more  care- 
fully when  he  heard  the  conversation  between  the 
governor  and  the  archer  turn  to  the  prejudice,  as  he 
mought,  of  his  master.  The  sauire's  employment  at 
this  time,  was  the  servile  task  of  cleaning  Sir  Aymer's 
arms,  wnich  was  conveniently  performed  by  heating, 
upon  the  projection  already  specified,  the  pieces  of 
steel  armour  for  the  usual  thin  coating  of  varnish. 
He  could  not,  therefore,  if  he  should  be  discovered,  be 
considered  as  guilty  ol  any  thing  insolent  or  disre- 
apectfiil.  He  was  hetter  screened  from  view,  as  a 
tnidL  smoke  arose  from  a  quantity  of  oak  panelling, 
canrcd  in  many  cases  with  the  crest  and  achieve- 
ments of  the  Douglas  family,  which  being  the  fiiel 
nearest  at  hand,  lay  smouldenng  in  the  chimney,  and 
gathering  to  a  blaze: 

The  governor,  unconscious  of  this  addition  to  his 
audienoe,  pursued  bis  conversation  with  Gilbert 
Greeoleaf:  "I  need  not  tell  you,"  he  said,  "that 
I  am  interested  in  the  speedy  termination  of  this 
siege  or  blockade,  with  which  Douglas  continues  to 
threaten  us ;  my  own  honour  and  affections  are  en- 
gaged in  keeping  this  Dangerous  Castle  safe  .in 
Kngland's  behalf,  but  I  am  troubled  at  the  admis- 
sion of  this  stranger ;  and  young  De  Valence  would 
have  acted  more  strictly  in  the  Ime  of  his  duty,  if  he 
had  refused  to  this  wanderer  any  communication 
with  this  garrison  without  my  permission."  , 

"Pity  It  is,"  replied  old  Greenleai;  shaking  his 
head.  '*that  this  good-natured  and  gallant  young 
knijgQt  is  somewhat  drawn  aside  by  the  rash  advices 
of  Dis  squire,  the  boy  Fabian,  who  has  bravery,  but 
aa  little  steadmess  in  him  as  a  bottle  of  fermented 
small  beer." 

"Now  hang  thee,"  thought  Fabian  to  himseU; 
**ibr  an  old  reUc  of  the  wars,  stuffed  full  of  conceit 
and  warlike  terms,  like  the  soldier  who.  to  keep 
himself  firom  the  cold,  has  lapped  himself  so  close 
in  a  tattered  ensign  for  a  shelter,  that  his  very  out- 
■de  may  show  nothing  but  rags  and  blazonry." 


"  I  would  not  think  twice  of  the  matter,  were  the 
party  less  dear  to  ifie,"  said  Sir  John  de  Walton. 

But  I  would  fain  be  of  use  to  this  young  man,  even 
although  I  should  purchase  his  improvement  in 
mihtary  knowledge  at  the  expense  of  giving  him  a 
little  pain.  Experience  should,  as  it  were,  be  burnt 
in  upon  the  mind  of  a  voung  man,  and  not  merely 
impressed  by  marking  the  lines  of  his  chart  out  for 
him  with  chalk ;  I  will  remember  the  hint  you, 
Greenlea£  have  given,  and  take  an  opportunity  of 
severing  these  two  young  men ;  and  though  I  most 
dearly  love  the  one,  ancTam  far  from  wishing  ill  to 
the  other,  yet  at  present,  as  you  well  hint,  the  blind 
is  leading  the  blind,  and  the  young  knight  has  for 
his  assistant  and  counsellor  too  young  a  squire,  and 
that  must  be  amended." 

"  Marry !  out  upon  thee,  old  palmer-worm !"  said 
the  page  within  himself;  have  I  found  thee  in  the 
very  fact  of  maligning  myself  and  my  master,  as  it  is 
thy  nature  to  do  towards  all  the  hopeful  young  buds 
of  chivalry  7  If  it  were  not  to  dirty  the  arms  of  an 
el^ve  of  chivalrv,  by  measuring  them  with  one  of  thy 
rank,  I  might  honour  thee  with  a  knightly  invita- 
tion to  the  field,  while  the  scandal  whicn  thou  hast 
spoken  is  still  foul  upon  thy  tongue ;  as  it  is,  thou  shalt 
not  carry  one  kind  of  language  publicly  in  the  castle, 
and  another  before  the  governor,  upon  the  footing  of 
having  served  with  him  under  the  banner  of  Long- 
shanks.  I  will  carry  to  my  master  this  talc  of  thine 
evil  intentions ;  and  when  we  have  concerted  toge- 
ther, it  shall  appear  whether  the  youthfiil  spirits  of 
the  garrison,  or  the  gray  beards  are  most  likely  to  be 
the  hope  and  protection  of  this  same  Castle  or  Dou- 
glas." 

It  is  enough  to  say  that  Fabian  pursued  his  pur- 

Eose,  in  carrying  to  his  master,  and  in  no  very  good 
umour,  the  report  of  what  had  passed  between  Sir 
John  de  Walton  and  the  old  soldier.  He  succeeded 
in  representing  the  whole  as  a  formal  ofience  in- 
tended to  Sir  Aymer  de  Valence.;  .while  all  that  the 
Sovemor  did  to  remove  the  suspicions  entertained  by 
le  young  knight,  could  not  in  any  respect  bring 
him  to  take  a  kindly  view  of  the  feelings  of  his  com- 
mander towards  him.  He  retained  the  impression 
which  he  had  formed  from  Fabian's  recital  of  what 
he  had  heard,  and  did  not  think  he  was  doing  Sir 
John  de  Walton  any  injustice,  in  supposing  him 
desirous  to  engross  the  greatest  share  of  the  fame 
acquired  in  the  defence  of  the  castle,  and  thrusting 
back  his  companions,  who  might  reasonably  pretend 
to  a  fair  portion  of  iu 

The  mother  of  mischief;  says  a  Scottish  proverb, 
is  no  bigger  than  a  midge's  wmg.*  In  this  matter 
of  quarrel,  neither  the  young  man  nor  the  older 
l^night  had  afforded  each  other  any  just  cause  of  of- 
fence. De  Walton  was  a  strict  oDserver  of  military 
discipline,  in  which  he  had  been  educated  from  his 
extreme  youth,  and  by  which  he  was  almost  as  com- 
pletely ruled  as  by  his  natural  disposition ;  and  his 
present  situation  added  force  to  his  original  educa- 
tion. 

Common  report  had  even  exaggerated  the  military 
skill,  the  love  of  adventure,  andthe  great  variety  of 
enterprise,  ascribed  to  James,  the  young  Lord  of 
Douglas.  He  had,  in  the  eyes  of  this  Southern  gar- 
rison, the  faculties  of  a  fiend,  rather  than  those  of  a 
mere  mortal ;  for  if  the  English  soldiers  cursed  the 
tedium  of  the  perpetual  watch  and  ward  upon  the  Dan- 
gerous Castle,  which  admitted  of  no  relaxation  from 
the  severity  of  extreme  duty,  they  agreed  that  a  tall 
form  was  sure  to  appear  to  them  with  a  battle-axe  in 
his  hand,  and  entering  into  conversation  in  the  most 
insinuating  manner,  never  failed,  with  an  ingenuity 
and  eloquence  equal  to  that  of  a  frilen  spirit,  to  re- 
commend to  the  discontented  sentinel  some  mode  in 
which,  by  giving  his  assistance  to  betray  the  Eng- 
lish, he  might  set  himself  at  hberty.  The  variety  of 
these  devices,  and  the  frequency  of  their  recurrence, 
kept  Sir  John  de  Walton's  anxiety  so  perpetually 
upon  the  stretch,  that  he  at  no  time  thought  himteu 
exactly  out  of  the  Black  Douglas's  reach,  any  more 
than  the  good  Christian  supposes  himself  out  of 
reach  of  the  wiles  of  the  Devil ;  while  every  new 
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temptation,  instead  of  confirming  his  hope,  seems  to 
announce  that  the  immediate  retreat  of  the  Evil  One 
will  be  followed  by  some  new  attack  yet  more  cun- 
ningly devised.  Lnder  this  general  state  of  anxiety 
and  apprehension,  the  (emperof  the  governor  changed 
somewhat  for  the  worse,  and  they  who  loved  him 
best,  regretted  most  that  he  became  addicted  to 
complain  of  the  want  of  diligence  on  the  part  of 
tliose,  who,  neither  invested  with  responsibility  like 
hi.'),  nor  animate<l  by  the  hope  of  such  splendid  re- 
wards, did  not  entertain  the  same  degree  of  watchful 
and  inc4:ssant  suspicion  as  himself.  The  soldiers 
muttered  that  the  vigilance  of  their  governor  was 
marked  with  severity ;  the  officers  and  men  of  rank, 
of  whom  there  were  several,  as  the  castle  was  a  re- 
nowned school  of  arms,  and  there  was  a  certain 
merit  attaiiuxl  even  by  serving  within  its  walla,  com- 
plained, at  the  same  tinu\  that  Sir  John  de  NValton 
no  longer  made  parties  for  hunting,  for  ha\yking,  or 
for  any  purpose  which  might  soften  the  rigours  of 
warfare,  and  suffered  nothing  to  go  forward  but 
the  precise  discipline  of  the  castle.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  may  be  usually  granted  that  the  castje  is 
well  kept  where  the  governor  is  a  disciplinarian ; 
and  where  feuds  and  parsonal  quarrels  are  found  in 
the  garrison,  the  voung  men  are  usually  more  in 
fault  than  those  whose  greater  experience  has  con- 
vinced them  of  the  necessity  of  using  the  strictest 
precautions. 

A  generous  mind— and  such  was  Sir  John  de  Wal- 
ton's—is  often  in  this  way  changed  and  corrupted  by 
the  habit  of  over-vigilance,  and  pushed  beyond  its 
natural  limits  of  candour.  Neither  was  Sir  Aynier 
rle  Valence  free  from  a  similar  change;  suspicion, 
though  from  a  different  cause,  seemed  also  to  threaten 
to  bias  his  open  and  noble  disposition,  in  those  quali- 
ties which  had  hitherto  been  proper  to  him.  It  was 
in  vain  that  Sir  John  de  Walton  studiously  sought 
opportunities  to  give  his  younger  friend  indulgences, 
which  at  times  were  as  far  extendeil  as  the  duty  of 
the  garrison  permitted.  The  blow  was  struck ;  the 
alarm  had  been  given  to  a  proud  and  fiery  temper  on 
both  sides ;  and  while  De  Valence  entertained  an 
opinion  that  he  was  unjustly  suspected  by  a  friend, 
who  was  in  several  respects  nounri  to  him,  De  Wal- 
ton, on  the  other  hana,  was  led  to  conceive  that  a 
young  man,  of  whom  he  took  a  charge  as  aflectiuii- 
ate  as  if  he  had  been  a  son  of  his  own,  and  who 
owed  to  his  lessons  what  ho  knew  of  warfare,  and 
what  success  he  had  obtained  in  life,  had  tiiken 
offence  at  trifles,  and  considend  himself  ill  treated 
on  very  inadetiuate  groumls.  The  S(;eds  of  disigree- 
inent,  tliiis  sown  between  them,  failed  not,  like  the 
tares  sown  by  the  Enemy  among  the  wheat,  to  pass 
from  one  class  of  the  garrison  lo  another ;  the  sol- 
diers, though  without  any  better  reason  than  merely 
to  pass  the  time,  took  different  sides  between  their 
governor  and  his  young  lieutenant ;  and  so  the  ball 
of  contention  being  once  thrown  up  between  them, 
never  lacked  some  ann  or  other  to  keep  it  in  mo- 
tion. 


indulgence  with  his  lieutenant  and  his  young  officer*, 
furnisii  them  wi*h  every  species  of  amusement  which 
the  place  rendcK^i  possible^  and  make  them  ashamed 
of  their  discontent,  by  overloading  them  with  cour- 
tesy. The  first  time,  therefore,  that  he  saw  Aymer 
de  Valence  after  his  return  to  the  castle,  he  ad- 
dressed him  in  high  spirits,  whether  real  or  a»- 
8ume<i. 

"  What  thinkest  thou,  my  young  friend,"  said  De 
Walton,  "if  we  try  some  of  the  woodland  .sports  pro- 
per, they  say,  'o  inis  country  ?  There  are  still  in  our 
neighbourhood  some  herds  of  the  Caledonian  breed 
of  wild  cattle,  which  arc  nowhere  to  be  fijund  except 
among  the  moorlands— the  black  and  ruggwl  fron- 
tier of  what  was  anciently  called  the  Kingdom  of 
Strath-Clyde.  There  are  some  hunters,  too,  who 
have  been  accustomed  to  the  sporr,  and  who  vouch 
tliat  these  animals  are  by  far  the  most  bold  and 
fierce  subjects  of  chase  in  the  island  of  Britain." 

"You  will  do  as  yon  plccise,"  replie<l  Sir  Aym^. 
coldly  ;  "  but  it  is  not  I,  Sir  John,  who  would  r^nm- 
meno,  for  the  sake  of  a  hunting-match,  that  yoQ 
should  involve  the  whole  garrison  in  danger;  you 
know  best  the  responsibihties  incurred  by  your  oJfict 
here,  and  no  doubt  must  have  licedftuly  attendt-i 
to  them  before  making  a  proposal  of  such  a  na- 
ture *" 
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Ala*  t  they  had  been  fricndrt  in  youth  ; 
But  whitpennir  loniruos  can  poi«)n  truth  ; 
And  constancv  liv-OK  id  realmt  above ; 

And  life  U  thorny,  and  youth  i»  vain  ; 
And  to  be  wroth  with  one  wc  love. 

Doth  work  like  madnea*  in  the  brain. 

■  *  «  a  • 

Each  apoke  word«  of  hifh  diidain. 
And  inriult  to  \m  heart'K  donr  bruiiior. 
But  never  either  found  another 
To  fVee  the  hollow  heart  from  painin^^ 
They  flood  aloof,  the  acard  remaining. 

Like  cliflfa  which  had  been  rent  asunder ; 
A  dreary  aea  now  flows  betwoon. 

But  neither  heat,  nor  froit,  nor  tliander, 
Shall  wholly  do  away,  I  ween. 
The  marks  nf  that  which  ooce  hath  been. 

CkrlstabeUe  <if  Couwiixik. 

In  prosecution  of  the  intention  which,  when  his 
blood  was  cool,  seemed  to  him  wisest.  Sir  John  de 
Walton  resolTed  that  he  would  go  to  the  verge  of 


"  I  do  indeed  know  mv  own  duty."  replial  De  Wal- 
ton, otiended  in  turn,  ^'and  might  he  allowed  t.) 
think  of  yours  also,  without  assuming  more  thanray 
own  share  of  responsibility;  but  it  seems  to  me  a? If 
the  commander  of  this  Dangerous  Ca-^tle,  ainone 
other  inahiliiie^',  were,  as  old  people  in  this  countrj 
say,  subjected  to  a  spell— and  one  which  renders  I'l 
impossible  for  him  to  guide  his  conduct  so  as  to 
aflord  pleasure  to  those  whom  he  is  most  desirou« 
to  oblige.  Not  a  great  niany  weeks  since,  who*' 
eyes  would  have  .sparkled  like  those  of  Sir  Aymer  de 
Valence  at  the  proposal  of  a  general  hunting-matdi 
after  a  new  object  of  game;  and  now  what  ishi-^ 
bearing  when  such  sport  is  proposed,  merely,  I  think, 
to  disappoint  my  purpose  of  obliging  him  ?— a  rolw 
acquiescence  drops  half  frozen  from  his  lips,  and  h-.- 
proposes  to  go  to  rouse  the  wild  cattle  vritn  an  air  of 
gravity,  as  if  he  were  undertaking  a  pil^magc  t-.» 
I  he  tomb  of  a  martyr." 

"Not  so.  Sir  John,"  answeretl  the  young  kni^t 
"In  our  present  situation  wo  stand  conjoined  in 
more  charges  than  one,  and  althougli  the  greater 
and  controlling  trust  is  no  doubt  Iniri  upon  you  a') 
the  elder  and  abler  knight,  yet  still  I  feel  that  I  my- 
self have  my  own  share  of  a  serious  responsilnlity. 
1  trust,  therefore,  you  will  indulgently  hear  my  opin- 
ion, and  bear  with  it,  even  though  it  should  appear 
to  Iiave  relation  to  that  part  of  our  common  cnaip; 
which  is  more  especially  intrusted  to  your  keeping 
The  d*gnit^  of  knighthood  which  I  have  the  lionour 
to  share  with  you,  the  accolade  laid  on  my  shoulder 
by  the  royal  Plantagenet,  entitles  me,  raethmks,  tosD 
much  grace." 

"I  cry  you  mercy,"  said  the  elder  cavalier;  "I  for- 
got how  important  a  person  I  had  before  me,  dubbed 
by  King  Edward  himself,  who  was  moved  no  doub: 
by  special  reasons  lo  confer  such  an  early  honour : 
and  I  certainly  feel  that  I  overstep  m;y  duty  when  I 
propose  any  thing  that  savours  like  idle  qport  to  a 
person  of  such  grave  pretensions." 

'*  Sir  John  de  Walton,"  retorted  De  Valence,  *'  w^ 
have  had  something  too  much  of  this — let  it  siof 
here.  All  that  I  mean  to  say  is,  that  in  this  ward- 
ship of  Douglas  Castle,  it  will  not  be  by  my  consent, 
if  any  amusement,  which  distinctly  infers  a  relaxa- 
tion of  discipline,  be  unnecessarily  engaged  in,  and 
especially  such  as  compels  us  to  summon  to  our 
assistance  a  number  of  the  Scots,  whose  evil  dispo- 
sition towards  us  we  well  know :  Dor  will  I,  thouji^ 
myyears  have  rendered  mc  liabw  to  such  saspicioD. 
suffer  any  thing  of  this  kind  to  be  imputed  to  me: 
and  if  unfonunately— though  I  am  sure  I  know  wi 
why— we  are  in  future  to  lay  askle  those  bonds  oi 
famihar  friendship  which  formerly  linked  us  to  etch 
other,  yet  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  not  beir 
ourselves   in   our  necessary  oommiuications  like 
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knights  and  gentlemen,  and  put  the  beet  construc- 
lion  on  each  othei^s  motives,  since  there  can  be  no 
reason  fur  imputing  the  worst  to  any  tliini;  that 
comes  from  eitner  of  us." 

"  You  may  be  right,  Sir  Aymor  de  Valence,"  said 
rhe  governor,  bending  stiffly;  "and  since  yon  say 
we  are  no  longer  bound  to  each  other  as  friends,  you 
may  be  certain,  nevertheless,  that  I  will  never  per- 
mit a  hostile  feeUng,  of  which  you  are  the  object,  to 
occupy  my  bosom.  You  have  been  long,  and  I  hope 
nut  uselessly,  mv  pupil  in  the  duties  of  cnivRlrv.  Vou 
are  the  near  relation  of  the  Rarl  of  Pembroke,  my 
kind  and  constant  patron,  and  if  these  circumstances 
are  well  wei«hed,  they  form  a  connexion  which  it 
would  be  difficult,  at  least  for  nie,  to  break  through. 
If  you  feel  yourself^  as  you  seem  to  intimate,  less 
srnctly  lied  by  former  obligations,  you  must  take 
vour  own  choice  in  fixing  our  relations  towards  each 
other." 

"lean  only  say,"  replied  De  Valence,  "that  my 
conduct  will  naturally  be  regulated  by  your  own; 
and  you,  Sir  John,  cannot  hojie  more  devoutly 
than  1  do,  that  our  militory  duties  may  be  fairly  dis- 
charged, without  interfering  with  our  friendly  mler- 
oourse. 

The  knights  here  parted,  after  a  conft>rence  which 
unce  or  twice  had  very  nearly  terminated  in  a  full  and 
•-ordial  explanation;  but  still  there  was  wanting  one 
kmd  heartfelt  word  from  either,  to  break,  as  it  were, 
the  ice  which  was  fast  freezing  upon  their  intercourse, 
ind  neither  chose  to  be  the  hrst  in  making  the  ne- 
•"e^jsary  advances  with  sufficient  cordiality,  though 
each  would  have  gladly  done  so,  had  the  other  appear- 
ed desirous  of  meeting  it  with  thf  same  ardour ;  but 
their  pride  was  too  htgh,  and  prevented  either  from 
saying  what  might  at  once  have  put  them  upon  an 
oj)en  and  manly  footing.  Thty  parted,  therelbre. 
without  again  returning  to  the  subject  of  the  proposed 
diversion ;  until  it  was  afterwards  resumed  m  a  for- 
mal note,  praying  Sir  Armer  De  Volence  to  accom- 
pany the  commandant  of  Douglas  Castle  upon  a 
solemn  hunting-match,  which  had  for  its  object  the 
vrild  cattle  of  the  neighbouring  dale. 

The  time  of  meeting  was  appointed  at  six  in  the 
morning,  beyond  the  gate  of  tne  outer  barricade ;  and 
the  chase  was  declared  to  li^c  ended  in  the  afternoon, 
when  the  rtcheat  should  be  blown  beneath  the  great 
oak,  known  by  the  name  of  SholtoV  Club,  which 
stood  a  remarkable  object,  where  Douglas  Dale  was 
bounded  by  several  scattered  trees,  the  outskirts  of 
the  forest  and  hill  country.  The  usual  warning  was 
sent  out  to  the  common  ;)eople,  or  vassals  of  the  dis- 
trict, which  they,  noti^nthstanding  their  feeling  of 
antipathy;,  received  in  general  with  delight,  upon  the 
great  Epicurean  principle  of  carpe  dicm^  that  is  to 
say.  in  whatever  circumstances  it  happens  to  present 
itself^  be  sure  you  lose  no  recreation  which  life  afibrds. 
A  hunting-match  has  still  its  attractions,  even  though 
an  English  knight  take  his  pleasure  in  the  woods  of 
the  Douglas. 

It  was  no  doubt  afflicting  to  these  faithful  vassals. 
to  acknowledge  another  lord  than  the  redoubted 
Douglas,  and  to  wait  by  wood  and  river  at  the  com- 
mand of  English  officers,  and  in  the  company  of  their 
archers,  whom  they  accounted  their  natural  enemies. 
Still  it  was  the  only  spc<'ies  of  amusement  which  had 
been  permitted  them  »or  a  long  timc^and  they  were  not 
disposed  to  omit  the  rare  opportunity  of  joining  in  it 
The  chase  of  the  wolf,  the  wild  boar,  or  even  the  timid 
stag,  required  silvan  arms;  the  wild  cattle  still  more 
demanded  this  enuipment  of  war-bows  and  shafts, 
boar-spears  and  sharp  swords,  and  other  tools  of  the 
chase  similar  to  those  used  in  actual  war.  Consider- 
ing this,  the  Scottish  inhabitants  were  seldom  allow- 
edto  join  in  the  chase,  except  under  regulations  as  to 
number  and  arms,  ana  especially  in  preserving  a  bal- 
ance of  force  on  the  side  of  the  Rnglisn  soldiers,  which 
was  very  offensive  to  them.  The  greater  part  of  the 
Cfarrison  was  upon  such  occasions  kept  on  foot, 
and  several  detachments,  formed  occording  to  the 
governor's  direction,  were  stationed  in  different 
positions,  in  case  any  quarrel  should  suddenly  break 
)nt. 
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Ttie  drivers  thorough  Uie  wood  went, 

For  to  raise  tlM  deer ; 
Bowmen  bickered  upon  the  bent, 

WiUi  their  broad  arrowR  clear. 

The  wylde  tliorough  the  wood*  went, 

On  every  vide  «hear : 
Greyhound*  thorough  the  ffrovei  glent. 
For  to  kill  llnrdeer. 

BiUlad  af  Ckevy  Cka*f,  CM  Edu 

The  appointed  morning  came  in  cold  and  raw,  after 
the  manner  of  the  Scottish  March  weather.  Dogs 
yeli)«l,  yawned,  and  shivered,  and  the  huntsmen, 
though  hardy  and  cheerful  in  expectation  of  the  day's 
sport,  twitched  their  mnwds,  or  Lowland  plaids, 
close  to  their  throats,  and  looked  with  some  dismay 
at  the  mists  which  floated  about  the  horizon,  now 
rhreatpning  to  sink  down  on  the  peaks  ond  ridges  of 
pntminen  I  mountains,  and  now  to  shift  their  position 
under  the  influence  of  some  of  the  uncertain  gales, 
which  rose  and  fell  alternately,  as  they  swept  along 
the  valley. 

Nevertheless  the  appearance  of  the  whole  formed, 
as  is  usual  in  almost  all  departments  of  the  chase,  a 
gay  and  a  jovial  spectacle.  A  brief  truce  seemed  to 
nave  taken  place  oetween  the  nations,  and  the  Scot- 
tish people  appeared  for  the  time  rather  as  exhibiting 
the  sports  of  their  mountains  in  a  friendly  manner  to 
the  accomplished  knights  and  bonny  archers  of  Old 
England,  tnan  as  performing  a  feudal  service,  neither 
easy  nordignifled  m  itself,  at  the  instigation  of  usurp- 
ing neighbours.  The  figures  of  the  cavaliers,  now 
half  seen,  now  exhibited  fiilly,  and  at  the  height  of 
strenuous  exertion,  according  to  the  character  of  the 
dangerous  and  broken  ground,  particularly  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  pedestrians,  who,  leading  the 
dogs  or  beating  the  thickets,  dislodged  such  objects 
of  chase  as  they  found  in  the  dingles,  and  kept  their 
eyes  fixed  upon  their  companions,  rendered  more  re- 
markable from  being  mounted,  and  the  speed  at 
which  they  urged  their  horses;  the  disregard  of  all 
accidents  being  as  perfect  as  Melton  Mowbray  itself, 
or  any  other  noted  field  of  hunters  of  the  present  day, 
can  exhibit. 

The  principles  on  which  modem  and  ancient  hunt- 
ing were  conducted,  are,  however,  as  different  an 
possible.  A  fox,  or  even  a  hare  is,  m  our  own  day, 
considered  as  a  sufficient  apology  for  a  day's  exer- 
cise to  forty  or  fifty  dogs,  and  nearly  as  many  men 
and  horses ;  but  the  ancient  chase,  even  thou^  not 
terminating,  as  it  often  did,  in  battle,  carried  with  it 
objects  more  important,  and  an  interest  immeasura- 
bly more  stirring.  If  indeed  one  species  of  exercise 
can  be  pointed  out  as  more  universally  exhilarating 
and  engrossing  than  others,  it  is  certainly  that  of  the 
chase.  The  poor  overlaboured  drudge,  who  has 
served  out  his  day  of  life,  and  wearied  all  his  energies 
in  the  service  of  his  fellow-mortals-7he  who  has  been 
for  many  years  the  slave  of  agriculture,  or  (still 
worse)  of  manufactures— engaged  in  raising  a  single 

f>eck  of  corn  from  year  to  year,  or  in  the  monotonous 
abours  of  the  desk — can  naraly  remain  dead  to  the 
general  happiness  when  the  chase  sweeps  past  him 
with  hound  and  horn,  and  for  a  moment  feels  all  the 
exultation  of  the  proudest  cavalier  who  partakes  the 
amusement.  Let  any  one  who  has  witnessed  the 
sight,  recall  lo  his  imagination  the  vigour  and  lively 
interest  which  he  has  seen  inspired  into  a  village^ 
including  the  oldest  and  feeblest  of  its  inhabitants. 
In  the  words  of  Wordsworth,  it  is,  on  such  occa- 
sions, 

"  Up,  TimoUir,  up  with  your  stair  and  avray, 

Not  a  mqI  will  remain  in  the  village  to-day ; 

The  hare  has  junt  started  fVom  Hamilton*!  grounds. 

And  Skiddaw  is  glad  with  the  cry  of  the  hoimds." 

But  compare  these  inspiring  soimds  to  the  burst  of 
a  whole  feudal  popidation  enjoying  the  sport,  whose 
lives,  instead  of^being  spent  in  tne  monotonous  toil  of 
modem  avocations,  have  been  agitated  by  the  hazards 
of  war,  and  of  the  chase,  its  near  resemblance  and 
you  must  necessarily  suppose  that  the  excitation  is 
extended,  like  a  fire  whicn  catches  to  dry  heath.  To 
use  the  common  expression,  borrowed  m>m  another 
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battle,  when  the  ■•■ 

varied  and  unciiiial 

fbrih  jiB  inliabilants,  t „  ..  „ 

tmt,  calked  Icduiirally  ■  tinchd,  unci,  advanriilK  and 
luiTunHiiK  their  rin-lr  tnr  defcrao^  dniie  Man  than 
ihe  atariuul  aiiimala  of  crerj'  kind  i  all  nnd  oevlt  of 
whJRli,  ■■■  Ihry  bunl  (ram  ihc  ihiekpl  nr  llie  niuor 
land,  wen;  (rii>!ct>  uf  (he  bovr,  the  JBTcLin,  or  nluil- 
tvtr  miinite  weapona  tlio  huntcm  posmwd;  while 
olhera  nrere  Tun  down  and  warri^  bj  laisr  ftrey- 
hounds,  or  mure  fri^onll^  bmughl  to  bay,  when  (be 
more  iinpuruini  ptrBona  piencnt  rlattiieii  for  them- 
aelvTB  the  iilmmru  nf  puttinK  tliuin  lo  dealb  willi 
ihfir  cluralrous  banili,  incuirins  imlividually  aurli 
dininr  lu  in  inferred  from  a  iiiurlal  cunU'Ht  even  witli 
ihc'liiuid  buck,  whui  be  is  LrDii)(ht  In  ibe  dealli' 
alru^le,  and  hua  nociiniuD  bin  ^iL-ldiiut  hjn  life  ui 

Euinne  hiiiiwlf  iipan  ihe  dcfniaiw,  by  Iht  aid  of 
in  splendid  antlers,  nnil  witti  all   tlie  courafiu  uf 

'file  iLnanlily  of  sanui  Tuaad  iu  Dnuglaa  Dale 

Ibi'  oiTcaaiciii  wa>  very  conaidtTable,  for,  ai  alimdy 
noticed,  it  was  b  Ions  (imo  aitice  a  huntinfi  imon  a 
sreat  sciik'  had  bern  allompttd  under  the  DwitflaiMB 
iVtnaelToi,  whose  mialiinunn  bad  eouimcncrd, 
Mveral  yenrsbdbrc,  with  Ihowuf  tlieircoimliy.  The 
Eni^iih  garrkoD,  luot  had  not  tooatir  ]ud(a<d  ihem- 
kIfcs  Hlrane  or  nuinetous  •noufdi  to  exerulM  tbear 
tbIuhI  LiidaT  fiiivilen^a.  In  the  inrun  lunv  (he  mnie 
increased  considerably.  The  deer,  the  wild  calile, 
ud  lhi>  wild  buara,  lay  noai  (hu  loot  oT  th«  moun- 
tains, and  made  Irequenljrmpluns  into  ine  lower 
part  of  the  valley,  which  in  Douclas  Dole  bears  no 
small  rrMtmblsncolo  an  onsis,  surrounded  by  lanided 
woods,  and  bnihcii  moors,  occasionally  rocky,  — '' 
sbowinii  laruc  iracts  of  thai  bleak  domiinu..  ._ 
wliicli  wild  erraturos  gladly  escape  when  presaodby 
ibc  neiiibbaurhood  of  man. 

Ad  the  hunters  Iravcrscd  tlic  sputa  whieb  seriraled 
the  fichl  from  the  wood,  (here  wnn  always  a  stiniu- 
latinv  unartainlywhalsoriof^amewag  tube  found, 
and  ibe  iiiarksnian,  with  his  bow  ready  benl,  or  his 
javelin  puiiul.  anil  bis  Kuod  and  wcir-bilu-d  horsi- 
(hrown  upon  his  bsunchcs,  ready  fur  a  sudden  tiarl. 
observL-d  watchl\ill]r  wlial  should  rush  Ironi  llm  eo- 
■ — ■  ■■-  ■'■- ■  -Kere  it  deer,  boar,  woU,  wild  cattle,  or 
_!__  _» i._  n,jgt,(  be  j„  readi- 


any  other  species  of  Kome,  ha  n 

The  wolf,  which,  onsccoanlof  its 
most  obnoxious  of  the  beasts  of  pri 
ever,  supply  the  demee  of  diversion 
promised ;  he  usuallf  flnl  far— in 
many  miles— before  be  took  couratic 

and  though  formidable  al  such  mom. ,—„ 

both  dogs  snd  men  by  his  Irrriblu  bite,  yet  at  olber 
times  was  rather  dcsiHsed  fur  his  cowardice.  The 
boar,  on  the  other  hand,  was  a  much  more  irascihhi 
and  couTBVRius  anTmnl. 
The  wild  cattle,  the  moat  lorniidiible  of  all  lbs  ten- 
IB  ofthrnncieni  Caledonian  forest,  were,  however. 


objeeia  tfTporsuii.* 


msdi  mn  ■mMiBH!  *kti*  bulls,  vilb  am  aod  cuiUai 
■Hiwa.  bin  tmt  Ih»!  ""J 'I|'2<'P'^^  mbihI  mKKH  aiid 

kviulria wlwte  UHir  Snd snrlbst oi  hgail  UmhoT.  imI  muir 
4sn  sArr  Uhv miui  oT  lbs  haiki  ihsl  weir  toarhHl  or  Iwi' 

kealnil  br  iMihl  sad  eiaftt  Isl 

•—• ■— — n  uBbi  llMT  dW  t» 


4Patr.  XXXIIL 

b'  boob,  the  towing  w 


Slea.  iboclalleringof  hon , „ 
dlowine  of  the  enragrd  mountain  cat  lie.  (hcBobsuf 
1 '-"--  throlilinp  dops.  the  wdd  shouliDl 


Iby  th 
id  far  through  ili 


'n  the  inbabilanis  of  ihfl  valley  ei 


nuhing  forward,  bcurini;  dowt 
erushiiiK  ibe  brandies  in  its  pro| 

diiipersins  whatever  opposilioiiH , 

the  hunters,    iiir  Jutin  do  Walton  was  Ibe  u 

of  the  ebivalty  of  tbi-  party  who  individually  sv. 
I'Ceded  in  mnslennit  oiu-  uf  ihesB  powctAil  anunilL 
Like  a  Spaniali  tauridor,  h«  bore  down  oud  kiUcd 


enied  toitbr 
Ibe  only  oat 


A  largf  poriiim  of  the  morning  » 

prflvidi>d  tn  upon  a  scale  pniporlion«l  lu  the  luuhi' 
iiiile  wba  bad  been  convened  lo  aiiend  Ihe  sporl. 
blast  peculiar  lo  ihc  lime,  assenihlud  the  wbi 
JX  niaec  in  a  wood,  where  their  Dm 
and  acconimodslian  l< 


. J  Uh  laonal  wilrlit  niruis  (mm  *t  In  • 
Hid  ba  letaulHl  nn  nMlnai  br  oiw  riui  i 
>nii(n»rdlliallliibiKliinHUcil  br  lluHr  r 

-Jljnl  •stiMir  malt  frnatr  mfeM. 

Wil'M  Btntt.  BHsr  iin  JSj  the  piibliWiiin  or  t 
"  Whn  It  B  WDbsd  Iskill  aar  of  Ihr  ultla  si 
M  kgqiR  mn  bita  Ibsbird  ea  honaJHA.  IB  wl 
laqe  iiir-taa,  uil  mUmt  Mt 
nwt  uinal  mkei  laueh  ballsirlBi  ialu 
Ir  the  cnand  b«  imiaad  wWi  his  Mood. : 
HT  frntom,  and  aia  Ibsaidiei^  1  ■- 
nib.  ArH(*Uch,lliiT  Oraf  la 
"Trliftte 


^^'liiiH^'nutbful  firir  ar"^*  canli,  Lm< 
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puncheons  and  pipes,  placed  in  readiness,  and  sci- 
entifically opened,  supplied  Gascoigne  wine,  and 
mightv  ale,  at  the  pleasure  of  those  who  chose  to 
appeal  to  ihem. 

The  knights,  whose  rank  did  not  admit  of  inter- 
ference, w'ere  seated  by  themselves,  and  ministered 
to  by  their  squires  and  pages,  to  whom  such  menial 
services  were  not  accounted  disgraceful,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  a  proper  step  of  their  education.  The  num- 
ber of  those  distinguished  persona  sealed  upon  the 
present  occasion  at  the  table  of  dais,  as  it  was  called, 
(in  virtue  of  a  canopy  of  green  bonchs  with  which  it 
was  overshadowed,) comprehcndedSir  John de Wal- 
ton, Sir  Aymer  de  Valence,  and  some  reverend  breth- 
ren dedicated  to  the  service  of  Saint  Uhdc,  who, 
though  Scottish  ecclesiastics,  were  treated  with  be- 
coming respect  by  the  English  soldierp.  One  or  two 
Scottish  retainers  or  vavasours,  maintaining,  perhaps 
m  prudence,  a  suitable  deference  to  the  English 
knights,  sat  at  the  l)ottom  of  the  table,  and  as  many 
English  archers,  pccuharlv  respected  by  their  supe- 
riors, were  invited,  according  to  the  modern  phrase, 
to  the  honours  of  the  sitting. 

Sir  John  de  Walton  sat  at  the  head  of  the  table; 
his  eye,  though  it  seemed  to  have  no  certain  object, 
yet  never  for  a  moment  remained  stationary',  but 
glanced  from  one  countenance  to  another  of  the  ring 
formed  by  his  guests,  for  such  they  all  were,  no 
doubt,  though  he  himself  could  bardly  have  told  upon 
what  principle  he  had  issued  the  invitations;  and 
even  apparently  was  at  a  loss  to  think  what,  in  one 
or  two  cases,  had  procured  him  the  honour  of  their 
presence. 

One  person  in  particular  caught  DeW'alton's  eye, 
as  having  the  air  of  a  redoubted  man-at-arms,  al- 
though it  secmi^  as  if  fortune  had  not  of  late  smiled 
upon  his  enterprises.  He  was  a  tall  rawl>oned  man, 
of  an  extremely  nirai^  countenance,  and  his  skin, 
which  showed  itself  through  many  a  loophole  in  his 
dressL  exhibited  a  complexion  which  must  have  en- 
durea  all  the  varieties  of  an  outlawed  life ;  and  akin 
to  one  who  had,  according  to  the  customary  phrase, 
"ta'en  the  bent  with  Robin  Bruce,"  in  other  words, 
occupied  the  moors  with  him  as  an  insurgent.  Some 
such  idea  certainly  crossed  De  Walton's  mind.  Yet 
the  apparent  coolness,  and  absence  of  alarm  with 
which  the  stranger  sat  at  the  board  of  an  English 
officer,  at  the  same  time  being  wholly  in  his  power, 
had  much  in  it  which  was  irreconcilable  with  any 
such  suggestion.  De  Walton,  and  seveial  of  those 
about  him,  had  in  the  course  of  the  day  observed  that 
this  tattered  cavalier,  the  most  remarkable  parts  of 
whose  garb  and  equipments  consisted  of  an  old  coat- 
of-mail  and  a  rusted  yet  massive  partisan  about  eight 
feet  long,  was  possessed  of  superior  skill  in  the  art  of 
hunting  to  any  individual  of  their  numerous  party. 
The  governor  having  looked  at  this  suspicious  figure 
until  be  had  rendered  the  stranger  aware  of  the  spe- 
cial interest  which  he  attracted,  at  length  filled  a  gob- 
let of  choice  wine,  and  requested  him,  as  one  of  the 
best  pupils  of  Sir  Tristrem  who  had  attended  upon 
the  day's  chase,  to  pledge  him  in  a  vintage  superior 
to  that  supplied  to  the  general  companv. 

"  I  suppose,  however,  Sir,"  .said  De  Walton,  *'  you 
will  have  no  objections  to  put  off  my  challenge  of  a 
brimmer,  until  you  can  answer  my  pledge  in  Gas- 
coigne wine,  which  grew  in  the  king's  own  demesne, 
was  pressed  for  his  own  lip,  and  is  therefore  fittest  to 
be  emptied  to  hismaiestY's  health  and  prosi>erity." 

"  One  half  of  the  island  of  Britain,"  said  the  woods- 
man, with  great  composure,"  will  be  of  your  honour's 
opinion;  but  as  I  belong  to  the  other  half,  even  the 
choicest  Ikiuorin  Gascony,  cannot  render  that  health 
acceptable  to  me." 

A  murmur  of  disapprobation  ran  through  the  war- 
riors present ;  the  pnests  hung  their  heads,  looked 
deadly  grave,  and  muttered  their  paternosters. 

"You  sec,  stranger,"  said  De  Walton,  sternly, 
"  that  your  speech  discomposes  the  company." 

"  It  may  be  so,"  replied  the  man,  in  the  same  blunt 
tone;  *'  and  it  may  iiappen  that  there  is  no  harm  in 
the  speech  notwrithstanding." 

"  Do  you  consider  that  it  is  made  in  my  presence  ?" 
answered  De  Walton. 


"Yes,  Sir  Governor." 

"  And  have  you  thought  what  must  be  the  necessa- 
ry inference  T^  continued  De  Walton. 

'*  I  may  form  a  round  guess,"  answered  the  stran 
ger,  "  what  I  might  have  to  fear,  if  your  safe  conduct 
and  word  of  honour,  when  inviting  me  to  this  hunt- 
ing, were  less  trustworthy  than  I  know  full  well  it 
really  is.  But  I  am  your  guest— your  meat  is  even 
now  passing  my  throat— yuur  cup.  filled  with  right 
good  wine.  I  have  just  now  quafTed  of!'— and  1  would 
not  fear  the  rankest  Panyin  infidel,  if  we  stood  in 
such  relation  together^  much  less  an  English  knight. 
I  tell  you,  besides.  Sir  Knight,  you  undenalue  the 
wine  we  have  quafled.  The  high  flavour  and  con- 
tents of  your  cup,  grow  where  it  will,  give  me  spirit 
to  tell  you  one  or  two  circumstances,  which  cold 
cautious  sobriety  would,  jn  a  moment  like  this,  have 
left  unsaid.  You  wish,  I  doubt  not,  to  know  who  I 
am  ?  My  christian  name  is  Michael— my  surname  is 
that  of  Tumbull,  a  redoubted  clan,  to  whose  honours, 
even  in  the  field  of  hunting  or  of  battle,  I  have  added 
something.  My  abode  is  beneath  the  mountain  of 
Rubieslaw,  by  the  fair  streams  of  Teviot.  You  are 
surprised  that  I  know  how  to  hunt  the  wild  cattle,— 
I,  who  have  made  them  my  sport  from  infancy  in  the 
lonely  forests  of  Jed  and  Southdean.  and  have  killed 
more  of  them  than  you  or  any  Englishman  in  your 
host  ever  saw,  even  if  you  include  tne  doughty  deeds 
of  this  day." 

The  bold  borderer  made  this  declaration  with  the 
same  provoking  degree  of  coolness  which  predomi- 
nated in  his  whole  demeanour,  and  was  indeed  hia 
principal  attribute.  His  efi'rontery  did  not  fail  to  pro- 
duce Its  efiect  upon  Sir  John  de  Walton,  who  in- 
stantly called  out,  "To arms!  to  arms!— becure  the 
spy  and  traitor !  Ho !  pages  and  yeomen— Wilham. 
Anthony,  Bend-the-bow.  and  Grecnieaf— seize  the 
traitor  and  bind  him  with  your  bowstrings  and  dog- 
leashes — bind  him,  I  say,  lintil  the  blood  start  from 
beneath  his  nails !'' 

'^  Here  is  a  goodly  summons!"  said  Tumbull,  with 
a  sort  of  horse  laugh.  ''  Were  I  as  sure  of  being  an- 
swerc-d  by  twenty  men  I  could  name,  there  would  be 
small  doubt  of  the  upsliot  of  this  day." 

The  archers  thickened  around  the  hunter,  yet  laid 
no  hold  on  him,  none  of  them  being  willing  tp  be  the 
first  who  broke  the  peace  proper  to  the  occasion. 

"Tell  me,"  said  De  Walton,  "  thou  traitor,  for  what 
waitest  thou  here  ?" 

"  Simply  and  solely/'  said  the  Jed  forester,  "that  I 
may  deliver  up  to  the  Douglas  the  castle  of  his  ances- 
tors, and  that  1  may  ensure  thee.  Sir  Englishman, 
the  payment  of  thy  deserts,  by  cutting  that  very 
throat  which  thou  makest  such  a  bawling  use  of." 

At  the  same  time,  perceiving  that  the  yeomen  were 
crowding  behind  him  to  carry  their  lord  s  commands 
into  execution  so  soon  as  they  should  be  reiterated, 
the  huntsman  turned  himself  short  round  upon  those 
who  appeared  about  to  surprise  him,  and  having,  by 
the  suddenness  of  the  action,  induced  them  to  step 
back  a  pace,  he  proceeded—  Yes,  John  de  Walton, 
my  purpose  was  ere  now,  to  have  put  thee  to  death, 
as  one  whom  I  find  in  possession  of  that  castle  and 
territory  which  belong  to  my  master,  a  knight  much 
more  worthy  than  thyself;  but  I  know  not  why  1 
have  paused— thou  hast  given  me  food  when  I  have 
hungered  for  twenty-four  hours,  I  have  not  therefore 
had  the  heart  to  pay  thee  at  advantage  as  thou  hast 
deserved.  Begone  from  this  place  and  country,  and 
take  the  fair  warning  of  a  foe ;  thou  hast  constituted 
thyself  the  mortal  enemy  of  this  people,  and  there 
are  those  among  them  who  have  seldom  been  in- 
jured or  defied  with  imounity.  Take  no  care  in 
searching  after  me,— it  will  be  in  vain,— until  I  meet 
thee  at  a  time  which  will  come  at  my  pleasure,  not 
thine.  Push  not  your  inuuisition  into  cruelty,  to  dis- 
cover by  what  means  I  have  deceived  you,  for  it  is 
impossible  for  you  to  learn  ;  and  with  this  friendly 
advice,  look  at  me  and  take  your  leave,  for  althougn 
we  shall  one  day  meet,  it  may  be  long  ere  I  see  you 
again." 

De  Walton  remained  silent,  hoping  that  his  pri- 
soner, (for  he  saw  no  chance  of  his  escaping,)  might, 
in  his  communicative  humour,  drop  some  more  infor- 
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nintion.  nnn  wns  not  <i»'.-irou'  to  pn-inriitate  n  fray 
with  wnioli  \]u'  Win*'  wri.-*  likely  tn  (■oneliidr.  iincon- 
sf'Kjus  at  till'  <aini'  tnni'  ut  tlit  ativaiiiai;'.'  which  \u- 
fht-rfby  ;iavr  thi*  (iariim  hiiiiif-r. 

A--*  TuriilMill  runclikli-il  Ins  S'liri-iu;*'.  hi*  iiiacii*  a 
suridf'M  'ipnti'^  Im'-kwanls.  wliii.'h  carrii-d  him  out  <it' 
th»*  rirHi-  i'orin'tl  arininil  him,  ami  hi-lurn  liwy  wrrr 
awap*  oi'  his  iiitciMinii'r.  at  (iricf  (h.-iaiii'iart-cl  amonir 
ih»'  niuh'rAviiix]. 

•' Si'izi'  him  sti/.r'  Ijiiii  I"  npi-nn^il  J)o  Walton; 
"' k-t  UK  havf  iiim  at  hast  at  our  dirtrrt-tioii,  miu-rfs 
fhr  earth  has  artnallv  swallowid  iiim." 

Tliis  indfj'il  npix'ftVid  ii«i!  unhkriy.  for  near  t!ic 
placr  when-  Tnrnlmll  lunl  iiiach.'  tlii-  MpriuK,  tlure 
yawned  a  ste«'j»  ravirif.  into  wlin-h  In-  iilunintd,  and 
deso'iidiHl  hy  flw  a«si»<tain'<-  of  liraiiclu'?*,  !)iishep, 
and  (."o]iS4'wood.  iniiil  h«*  naf-lnvl  thr  buitom,  whi-rr 
In*  fiiniid  some  ri>ad  to  iji.'  outskirts  (»f  ihu  forest, 
fhrouiih  whn'h  h«'  mailithis  i-jTaiH',  Ifaviim  tl;e  most 
expert  woo<lsmin  amiuicthi-pur^'J'Ts?  totally  at  fault, 
and  unahli'  to  tnw«»  his  foi»tsti-i»-<. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

This  intrrhid*'  riarrietl  souie  oonfuMim  into  thr  pru- 
i.'M'dinif.H  of  the  hunt,  thus  suddijnly  surpridc*!  hv  ihe 
oppnritiou  of  Michael  Tumbidl.  an  arnud  and  avow- 
ed follower  of  th«'  Hous«'  of  Douirlas,  a  si^ht  ?n  lilfh' 
lo  b*:.  expit^ti-*!  iii  tlu;  trrritorv  wluTr  his  niasti-r  was 
hell!  a  rehel  nnti  a  hanrlir.  and  wli'Tf  hn  hinistif  must 
tiave  be^-n  well  known  to  mos-t  of  thr  j>»-a«antry  pn*- 
8t'ni.  Th»'  rirrumsfaners  niadi'  an  obvious  impres- 
sion on  the  Eni:ii-*h  j'hivalry.  Sir  John  dc  Walton 
looktxl  Kravi*  ami  ihousliiful.  onl« ml  tin/  huntirs  to 
Ik'  asBeinbled  on  the  sfiot.  anddirectod  his  S4-»ldiers  lo 
eomm#'n<T  a  Ptriet  siareh  amoni;  the  persons  who 
had  atteiidMl  ihr  cha«r',  so  as  lo  discovrr  whclhiT 
Turnbuli  had  any  (ompaniiuis  amoni;  lliein;  but  it 
was  too  late  to  mak»'  that  inquiry  in  the  striet  fashion 
wliic-h  De  W'.iltondinetnl, 

The  Scottish  attrndanfson  tlw  ehasf,  when  ihey 
beheld  that  tin*  huntini:,  undrr  pretmre  of  which 
they  wejrr  rnllefl  toj^rllhr,  was  mti;rnipted  for  the 
pun>f>se  of  layin;;  hands  upiui  lluir  p«*rsons,  and  8ub- 
je^'tinj;  tliPin  to  fxnminaiion.  ti'w>k  far.-  to  suit  th<'ir 
anawcru  to  Ow.  ijui-stions  put  in  thiin;  m  a  wonl. 
they  kopt  tlu'ir  own  sren-t,  if  thrv  liaa  any.  Many 
of  tnom,ci»n.«eii)Us  of  In  inirtli»»  weakrr  party.  Ixchiiii- 
afraiil  of  foul  jday,  slipt  awav  fniui  th'"  plhces  to 
whieh  tlu-y  had  Ui'cn  api»«>inttvf.  and  left  iIjp  huntini; 
inntrh  liki^  nu*n  wh»>roni'eive»l  th«'v  had  he^n  inviii.'d 
with  no  fnendly  inteii;.  Sir  John  de  Walton  bf  came 
awart^  of  thf  derrna.iiu::  nund>^rs  of  thr>  Seoitish— 
their  ^ndiiai  di^afipraranci'  awakiMiins  in  the  Eng- 
lish knight  that  dvcre*»of  suspirion  whieh  had  of  late 
beeoino  iiip  p»  culiar  eharneteriftie. 

"Take,  1  pray  the*','*  said  he  to  Sir  Aynierde  Va- 
lence, 'las  many  nuMi-ai-arms  as  thou  ransi  ir.-t  to- 
gether in  fivn  minutfV  spare,  and  at  Irast  a  hnndrrd 
o(  the  inounteil  archers,  and  ride  as  fast  as  thou  canst, 
without  pcrmiltinu  thnn  to  strajrjlr  fmm  thy  staml- 
ard,  to  reinloree  the  garrison  of  Douirlas;  for  I  havr- 
my  own  thoughts  what  may  have  orrii  attempti'fl 
on  the  castle,  when  wi'  oliserve  with  our  <»wn  eyes 
»uch  n  nest  of  traitors  bore  assembled.'' 

"With  rf^vcreni'r.  Sir  John,"  n.-nlied  Aymer,  "vou 
shoot  in  this  matter  rathrr  iM.'vond  tin*  mark.  Ttiat 
the  Scottish  peasants  have  bad  thonuihts  apainst  us 
1  will  be  the  last  lodeny;  but,  loiiy  tlobarrcd  frotn  any 
ffilvan  sport,  you  cannot  wotider  at  their  rrowdiuR 
to  any  diversion  bv  woo/l  or  riv»T.  and  still  Ipi»s  at 
their  DciiiK  easily  a(>irmed  as  \n  thr  errtaintv  of  thr 
safe  f'Xitinp  on  whii-h  they  stand  with  us.  Thr  least 
rouch  usase  is  likely  to  strikn  tiirni  with  fear,  and 
with  the  clesiri!  of  r-irapr.  and  s«»"'-  -  -    - 

"And  so,"  s:iid  Sir  John  de  Walton,  who  had  lis- 
fened  with  a  decree  of  irnpatiencr  sraree  ''onsistcnt 
with  the  prare  and  formal  iiohii-nrss  whii'h  onf» 
knight  was  Bccusionii-d  to  bestow  upon  anothc-r, 
"  and  so  1  would  ratbr-r  ser  Sir  .AynuT  d»*  Valen^'e 
buoy  his  horsr's  hi-rls  to  •  xi'oute  my  orders,  than 
ijivc  his  tonKue  ilir  trouble  of  unpiiuniii:^  tb»'ni  " 


.At  thi"*  sliarji  rrprimaiul,  ail  r^rrj-tiit  l<iok»ii  at  cii.h 
oihrr  w:th  iiiiliniiion-i  ut  ;iiarkid  di>;' k:\suri  S;r 
AyiiK'r  wa«i  hiLiuly  iitl>  iidid.  I'l.f  j»iW  ;!  was  i,it  {-.int 
to  iii<hily:r  in  r»'i»risil.  IJi'l-.iutd  unt  i  "Uf  fcnih-r 
whirli  wa*:  in  his  barn  r-i-ap  oi:ml'i«  iI  u;-:i  ii>  li^r.-i'.-'i' 
inanr.  and  wi'lmui  P'lilv — l«ir  '.'.'  i.ni  iii»i  t  wn  <  h-^i.-^ 
(o  irii<l  his  vi»ser  in  ni^ly  at  tli-  iiiouirni— h»  vh-ii  ;i 
ron'<:«lrraliie  bi^iv  of  <  jiNalrv  :•>  t'i>-  .-trai'jlit'-i  rj3. 
bark  to  liir  Casrlr  4if  l>ou::Ia>'. 

Wn.'U   he  runir  to  i»nr  nf  t'u  »s"  iini!itMi« .  -  :p.«m: 
which  ho  eoidd  i>!is«  rvr  thr  ma^^^'iVf  an  :  ei"i;>|'i'.-:it... 
towj  rs  and  walls  of  tin*  oliifortrrs*.  u:rr.  ii|.  i:-.iii  r;' 
thr  broad  lakr  whii'h  surroumli.ii  it  on  lhr<f  !''t:r->.  i.- 
f(  It  much  plrasiirr  at  ilir  f-i;rlitof  \'u-  izryti  l-ann-r 'i: 
Kn^land.  whi«-h  strramrd  Iroui  th»-  hi«di»-<-T  i-aTi  ■■ 
tin;  buihhnii.     '"1  knrw  it."  lir   mlirnaliv  sqid  ;     I 
was  errtain  that  Sir  J(din  dr  VVaiion  bad  Ih-iO'ii-  ; 
very  wiunan  m  tlin  iu'lul^rnf**  of  li-^  ti-.-irs  ami  » :s 
pirions.  Alas  I  that  a  sit ua linn  otri ■!=■;" mi.-*': ".ht^  ^'^■l■|.. 
si)  much  havr  alttr»'d  :i  dispo<!!i'»ii    \.ii:ch  I   'i.it- 
known  SI  noble  ami  s.i  kniL'inlv  !   Kv  tins  .■•>*i>-  >.  r 
I  sr'arer  know  in  wha'  iuanm>r  I  sliiidd  .i'  ui-  ■.■  ii.* 
wlun  thus  pubhrK  P-lmkul  b  fin-  the  trarri^ii'    <  ■ - 
tauily  br  dr»i  rvi  s   that   I   shuuiii.    :t   hiuk-  i.ii:-  ■•' 
otle.r.   let    iiiui    undir«J'anf!.  thai    lii»wi\rr  !.■    mi 
inumph  in  thr  exrrcis-'  of  liis  >i!or:-livi-i  coiu;:i:!f:  . 
ViJ,  when  man  i<  to  nun  w:th  man.  u  w::l  \. -n 
Sir  John  ^\^'  Walton  to  show  hims*  It  t!i»-  suj  •  r.  .-r . 
.Vyiru-r  d''  \'a|rn'"c.  ori  <  rhap<  to  t  -ialiii>h  binir-i":  • 
bi's  eijual.     r.ut  ]i\  oti  !hi  runtrtrv.  his  i»-ars  linui^r-' 
fantasnr.  are  ?-:ni'err  at    tiir  m«nni-ni    he  i-vpri--"- 
thrm,  i;  !'i  r.iMir"*  mr  til  oln  V  piiii'-iiiaiiy  r:iiiiiii;i:i  :• 
which,  howi'\ rr  absuni.  arr  unpi^isrd  in  coii**^ii'- n- ■ 
of  thr  ;ro\rriior's  brlirf  that  they  arr  rrndi-rtil  m-'- 
sary  by  tiie  tirnrs,  aiid  not  invi-iiiii»Ms  flrsitriuii  !■■ 
vrx  anddoniin«rrovrr  hisotri«'»'rs  m  tln'iiidiiiirr.'K-n- 
his  offirial  powi-rs.  I  wmmIiI  I  km-iV  wliirh  i-  tin  irir 
siatrmriit  of  llir  easi',  ami  whrtiier  thr  oiu'r  iaiiii'' 
I)e  Walton  is  berfuiir  afraulof  hisi m  niit  .^^  nior'.  i.'i.''" 
tits  a  kniiflit,  or  makrs  imaginary  doubts  thr i  n'-x 
of  tvranni/inffover  his  fru^nd.     I  cannot  .sayii  \a.ii.!i 
make  much  dill'  p' nee  to  mr,  but  I  would  rathrr  liu\t 
it  that  the  man  I  oiict:  loved  bad  luriK'd  a  |>«-»tv  lyn.i:: 
than  a  weak  spiriti^l  eowanl ;  and  i  would  U-  »•.'!- 
tent  that  hr  should  study  to  vex  me,  rather  triaa  N: 
afraid  of  his  own  shadow.*' 

Witli  these  ideas  pas.smv:  in  Ins  mind,  thr  y  i:".i- 
kni^lit  rnissi'd  the  cnusi:way  whi'.'h  tr.-ivrrs*-:'.  i;:- 
pioce  'if  watrr  that  frd  thr  nioal,  and,  possm;:  i:(h>:' 
llir  ptroncly  lortifird  irateway,  ^'ave  strict  onhrs:'>' 
I'^fiintj  down  the  portcullis,  and  rl.  votum  thr  oraw 
br:il;re,  even  at  the  appearance  of  De  Walton's  i"t 
standard  bi  fore  it. 

A  slow  and  ;;uarde<l  movement  frotn  the  hur.ti'J:: 
around  to  the  Castle  of  Douulas,  pave  the  i:ovfm  ■• 
ample  time  to  ncovrr  his  trnipf^r,  and  to  ti)in!t*t  tun' 
his  youiiK  friend  had  shown  li"«s  alacrity  than  i;**;  • 
in  oU-yinix  his  comnninds.  He  was  even  di.^p'V*^ 
10  treat  as  a  jrst  the  length  of  time  and  extreiu'-  »if- 
^Tcf  I  if  ceremony  with  whicii  every  point  of  inarT;.- 
di.«cipline  w a.*;  observed  on  his  own  re-adtmsmnn  t-.- 
the  casrle,  tliouirh  the  raw  air  of  a  wet  spirinervenin. 
whistliii  around  his  own  unsheltered  j»crs«>n.  aii: 
those  of  his  followers,  as  they  wailcil  l>cfore  the  c:i?i!e 

fate  for  tbi*  exehanpeofpass-wonls,  the  clelivervy 
eyn,  and  all  the  slow  minutia'  attendant  uiMn  :ii' 
movements  of  a  parrison  in  a  well-puardcd  torirtss 
"Cotne,"  said  he,  to  an  old  kni^^hu  who  wr? 
peevishly  blamini:  the  lieutenant-pivernor,  "n  «?.- 
my  own  fault ;  I  si>oke  '>nt  now  lo  Aymer  de  Valenfi 
with  more  authoritative  emphasis  than  liis  newly 
dubbed  diirnity  was  please<i  with,  and  ihi-*  prec'sf 
style  of  ob'dirnce  is  a  piev't'  of  not  unnatural  an=i 
very  pardonable  revenfre.  Well,  we  will  owe  hiiii  i 
return.  Sir  Philip  --hall  we  not  ?  Thia  is  not  a  nicht 
to  kerf)  a  man  at  the  pate." 

This  ''irdofjue,  overheard  by  Bomc  of  the  sqii-Tt"* 
and  iia^r«,  was  bandieii  about  fn>ni  one  lo  another 
until  it  entirely  lost  the  tone  of  i<oo<l-huniourin  whir- 
it  wa«»  spoketi.  and  the  oflence  was  one  for  whirr: 
Sir  John  de  Walton  and  old  Sir  Philip  were  lorn'' 
iliiate  revrnire.  and  was  said  to  have  b««e!i  repn'senie'- 
bv  the  trovrrnor  as  a  piwe  of  niortal  and  intentionai 
otfener  ot\  the  part  of  bia  siibordiiiRie  officer. 
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Thufl  an  increasing?  feud  went  on  from  day  lo  day  |  ili«!  dpKpatch  of  the  letter  lo  whieii  it  was  a  reply, 
beiwefn  iwo  wnrriorp,  wlio,  with  no  just  oauaeof  |  that  Sir  Aymcr  was  almost  tempted  to  suppofle  that 
■4unrrel,  had  at  heart  cvt-ry  rciison  to  estt-rtni  and  love  hiK  uncle  had  some  mode  of  corresponding  with  De 
►•ach  other.  It  het-anie  visihlr  in  the  fortress  even  to  \  Walton,  unknown  to  the  young  knight  liimself  and 
:hose  of  the  lower  rank,  who  lio^eti  to  train  st)nie  |  to  the  rest  of  the  garrison.  And  as  the  earl  alluded 
<rons<.<iuence,  l)v' interniinding  in  tne  spciies  of  emu-  to  some  particular  displeasure  which  had  heen  ei- 
lation  produced  hy  the  ji-alousy  of  the  commanding  hihitrd  by  I)e  Valence  on  a  late  trivial  occasion,  hi» 
oihcfcr:»— an  emulation  whitli  may  take  place,  indet.tl,  uncle's  knowledge  of  this,  and  other  minutiap,  seemed 
in  the  present  day,  but  ran  iiardly  have  the  .*«:ime  i  to  confirm  his  idea  that  his  own  conduct  was  watched 
-tnse  of  wtiunded  pride,  and  jealous  dignity  attached  in  a  manner  which  ht;  did  not  feci  honourable  to 
to  It,  which  existH  in  times  wlien  the  personal  hon-  j  himself,  or  dignified  on  the  part  of  his  relative;  in  a 
.lurof  knightJHXid  nnilered  those  who  ixissesseil  it  ;  word,  he  conceived  himself  ex[)osed  to  that  sort  of 
.'•alousoft^very  punctilio.  ;  .-lurveillance  of  which,  in  all  age.s  the  young  have 

.Soman>  iiitle  debates  took  j»lace  l)»'iween  the  two  !  uccused  tlie  old.  It  hardly  nctds  to  say,  that  the 
knight:*,  that  Nir  Aymer  dt;  Valenrc  thouglii  himself,  admonition  of  the  Karl  of  Pembroke  greatly  chafed 
iiniler  the  »i«-rc.-*silvof  wrifini;  to  his  unclr  and  name-  |  the  ficiy  spirit  of  his  ntplu-w;  instmmch,  that  if  the 
-;ikf,  ihe  Karl  of  Pembroke,  stating  that  his  ollirer,  j  earl  had  wished  to  write  a  If^tter  pun>t»?ely  to  increase 
Nir  John  fie  Wnllon,  had  uni'orlunalely  of  lale  taken  the  prejuiiices  which  he  desirul  to  ym  an  end  to,  he 
vime  flegrei;  of  prejudice  agauisi  him,  and  thai,  after  couM  not  have  made  use  of  terms  lu-tter  calculated 
'laving  borne  with  many  piovokiun  inslanrcs  of  his    for  that  ellijct. 

<Ii^pk•afrur('.  ho  wa.^  n<»w  compelled  to  nxiucst  thai ,  Tin-  truth  was,  that  the  old  archer,  Gilbert  Grecn- 
iiin  place  of  service  should  he  chang«d  from  the  le:\f,  had,  without  the  knowledge  of  tlie  young  knight, 
t.'a&ile  of  Doughis,  to  wherever  honour  couM  be  ae-  gon(i  to  PembrokrV  camp,  in  Ayrshire,  and  was  re- 
■•lan-ii,  and  time  mii:ht  l»t  given  t(»  jiut  an  end  to  his  conmien<led  by  .Sir  J:)hn  di'  Walton  lo  the  Karl,  as  a 
present  cau!M^  of  complaint  against  his  commanding  j>erson  who  could  give  such  minute  information 
■fficer.  Through  the  whole  let tcr,  \oung  iSJr  Aymer  njspecling  Aymer  de  Valence,  as  he  might  desire  to 
was  particularly  eautious  how  he  express*  d  his  sense  ■  n.ctive.  The  old  archer  was,  as  we  have  seen,  a  for- 
or  Sir  John  de  Walton's  j«.aloii.sy  or  severe  usage;  nialiht,  and  when  prts.scd  on  some  points  of  Sir 
)nl  .•«nch  st'ntimenis  are  not  easily  conccak-d,  and  in  i  Aymer  de  Valence's  discipline,  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
-pirc  of  him  an  air  of  displeasure  glanctnl  out  from  ;  throw  out  hints,  which,  connectetl  with  those  in  the 
-rveral  passages,  and  indicalwl  bus  discmtent  \iiih    knight's  letter  to  his  uncle,  made  the  severe  old  carl 


ii:s  uncle's  old  friend  and  companion  in  arms,  and 
wirh  the  sphere  of  military  duty  which  his  uncle  had 
iihnsolf  assigned  him. 

An  accidental  movement  among  the  Kngli.sh  troops 
iirought  Sir  Aynitr  an  answer  to  his  letter  sooner 
than  he  could  have  hopeil  for  at  that  time  of  day,  in 
'Jic  ordinary  course  of  correspondence,  which  was 
riien  e.\tr#-mely  slow  ami  interrupted. 

Pembroke,  a  rigid  old  warrior,  entertained  the  most 
;i;irtial  opinion  of  Sir  John  de  Walton,  who  was  a 
work  as  it  were  of  his  own  liands,  and  was  indignant 


adopt  too  implicitly  the  idea  that  his  nephew  was 
indulging  a  spirit  of  insubordination,  and  a  sense  of 
impatience  under  authority,  most  dangerous  to  the 
character  of  a  young  soldier.  A  little  c.xplanatioD 
miglit  have  produced  a  complete  agreement  in  the 
stmtinients  of  both  ;  but  for  this,  fate  allowed  neither 
time  nor  opportunity ;  and  the  old  earl  was  unfortu- 
nately indiKwl  to  become  a  party,  instead  of  nego- 
tiator, in  the  quarrel, 

"  And  by  dccinion  more  vmbruii'd  Uio  fray." 


0  find  thai  his  nephew,  whom  he  considere<rafl  a  Sir  John  de  Walton  soon  perceived,  that  the  receipt 
rjir-re  bov,  elated  by  having  had  the  dignity  of  knight-  !  (»f  Pembroke's  letter  did  not  in  any  respect  alter  the 
■I  lO'i  rontVrred  upon  him  at  an  age  unusually  early  j  cold  ceremonious  conduct  of  his  heutenant  towards 
:id  not  aosolutely  coincide  witli  him  in  this  opinion.  1  him,  which  limited  their  intercourse  to  what  their 
Ki.-  p-ijliid  to  him,  accordinglv.  in  a  loiieof  liiiili  dis-  '  .«>-iriialion  rendered  indispensable^   and  exhibited  no 


■lea«*ure,  ami  expresserj  hiii'self  as  a  pi-rson  of  rank 

■vould  write  to  u  young  and  depeu'laiu  kinsman  upon 

If-  duties  of  lu.M  profession  ;  and,  a»»  In:  gatlurcd  his 


advances  to  any  more  frank  or  intimate  connexion. 
Thus,  as  may  sometimes  be  the  case  between  oflicers 
in  their  nlative  situations  even  at  ilu»  presc.*nt day. 


iirpliew's  cans-;  of  conipla'ut  fi«»m  his  own  leit<  r,  hi* '.  they  remained  in  that  cold  stittdegrt-e  of  official  com 

'    '  .■      •     iiiunication,  in  which  tlieir  intercourse  was  limited  to 

liH  few  expressions  as  the  respective  duties  of  their 
biluaiion  absolutely  demanded.  Such  a  state  of  niis- 
undersranding  i.s  in  fact,  worse  than  a  downright 
cfuarrtl ;— the  latter  may  bo  explained  or  apologized 
'  ecome  the  .subject  of  mediation  i  but  in  such 
s  thefitrnier,  an  icltiirrUscm^ntia  asuidikely 


■;i|n'*eive<l  that  i«  did  him  no  injustice  in  making  it 
slighter  than  it  it-filly  was.  H*-  ivmindL-d  the  youn:; 
man  that  tlh;  slii.ly  of  chivalry  consisted  in  thefaith- 
liil  and  paiient  dis'rharge  of  military  si;r\ice,  wlielher 
■)l  hieli  or  lowdegr^.'.  according  to  ihecircumsiances 
a  which  war  placed  the  champion.  That,  r.boveall, 
'he  post  of  danger,  'vliieh  Douglas  L'a.«tle  had  Ijceii 
•'  rmed  by  common  von>«.nt,  was  also  the.  post  of 
Honour;  aiirl  that  ti  y>uug  man  should  be  cautious 


-» —   f 

tor,  (U'  bi 


a  ca.^e  as 

to  take  plJM'e  as  a  general  engagement  between  tvp 

armies  wliieh  have  taken  uj)  stnmg  defensive  posi- 


iiow  he  incurreil  the  .'•ir^position  »>f  being  dcsiroiio  uf  tion.s  cm  bolli  sides.    Outy,  howiver^  obliged  the  two 

rjuitting  his  present  ho-iourable  command,  because  jirinoipal  persona  in  the  can i>on  ol  Qouglas  Castle, 

he  was  tireil  of  the  di.'Mii.line  of  a  military  dinctor  .«o  to  bo  often  togi:lhor,  when  they  were  so  far  from 

rHnowiieii  Jis  Sir  John  dt  Walton.     Much  also  there  sfxking  an  oppjjrtunity  of  making  up  matters,  that 

was,  as  was  natural  m  a  letter  of  i!iat  time,  coneern-  they  uijually  rovivwl  ancient  subjects  of  debate. 
:ng  the  duty  of  young  men,  whether  in  council  or  in       It  was  upon  such  an  occasion  that  De  Walton,  in 

arms,  to  bo  ;;uidrd  implicitly  by  their  elders;  and  it  a  viry  formal  manner,  asked  Dc  Valence  in  what 

was  observed,  with  justirc,  that  tin-  commanding  capaeiiy,  ami  for  how  long  time,  it  was  his  pleasure 


•ifhccr,  who  had  put  hini.sdf  into  iIr:  situation  of 
'Kiing  rosjionsible  with  his  honour,  if  not  his  life,  for 
the  event  of  the  siece  or  blockade,  might  instly,  and 
ill  a  degn  r*  more  than  common,  chum  tin?  implicit 
'lirec.lion  of  the  whobj  'lel'encc.  Lrjsily,  Pembrokt; 
r.-'mindetl  his  nephew  that  he  wa.s  in  a  great  mea- 
Mire,  flependant  upon  the  report  of  Sir  John  dc  Wal- 
ton for  the  character  which  he  was  «o  sustain  in 
after  life  ;  and  reminded  him,  that  a  few  iictions  of 
'H'adlong  and  inconsidemtc  valour  would  not  so 
tirmly  found  his  military  reputation,  as  months  and 
years  spent  in  regular,  humide,  and  steady  obedience 
io  the  commands  which  the  governor  of  ])ouglas 
('asile  might  think  neces.sary  in  so  dangerous  a  con- 
mncturc. 
This  niiasive  arrived  within  so  short  a  time  alter 


that  the  min&trel,  called  IJtitram,  should  remain  at 
the  castle. 

'■  A  week."  said  the  governor,  "  is  certainly  long 
enough,  in  in  is  time  and  place,  to  express  the  hospi- 
tality due  to  a  imnstrel." 

"  Certainly,''  rrplieti  the  young  man,  "  I  have  not 
inti.-rest  enough  in  the  .-rubject  to  form  a  single  wish 
ufion  it." 

"In  that  ca.se,"  resumed  De  Walton,  "  1  shall 
re(]uest  of  this  person  to  cut  short  his  visit  at  the 
Castle  of  Douglas." 

"  I  know  no  i)articu]ar  interest,"  replied  Aymer  de 
Valence,  "which  I  can  possibly  have  in  this  man's 
motions.  He  is  here  under  pietence  of  makinfjf 
somn  n*.*iearches  after  the  writings  of  Thomas  of 
Krcehioun,  called  the  llhymcr,  which  he  says  are 
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infinitely  curious,  and  of  which  there  is  a  volume  in 
the  old  Baron's  9tudy,  saved  somehow  from  the 
flames  at  the  last  conflagration.  This  told,  you 
know  as  much  of  his  prranu  as  I  do;  and  if  you  hold 
the  presence  of  a  wandering  old  man.  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  n  boy^  dangerous  to  the  castle  under 
your  charge,  you  will  no  doubt  do  well  to  dismiss 
them— it  will  cost  but  a  word  of  your  mouth." 

•'  Pardon  me,"  said  De  Walton  ;  "  the  minstrel 
came  here  as  one  of  your  retinur,  and  I  could  not,  in 
fitting  courtesy,  send  nini  away  without  your  leave." 

"  I  am  sorry,  then,"  answered  Sir  Aymer,  "  in  my 
turn,  that  you  did  not  mention  your  purpose  sooner. 
I  never  entertained  a  dependant  vassal  or  servant, 
whose  residence  in  the  castle  I  would  wish  to  have 
prolonged  a  moment  beyond  your  honourable  plea- 
sure." 

"  I  am  sorry,"  saiil  Sir  John  de  Walton,  *'  that  we 
two  have  of  late  grown  so  extremely  courteous  that 
it  is  difficult  ft)r  us  to  understand  each  other.  This 
minstrel  and  his  son  come  from  we  know  not  where, 
and  are  bound  we  know  not  whither.  There  is  a 
report  among  some  of  your  escort,  that  this  fallow 
Bertram  upon  the  way  had  the  audacity  to  impugn, 
even  to  your  face,  the  King  of  Kngland's  right  to  the 
crown  of  Sc<nland,  and  that  he  debated  the  point 
with  you,  while  your  other  attendants  were  dei«irod 
by  you  to  keep  behind  and  out  of  hearing." 

"  Hah  !"  said  Sir  Aymer,  "  do  you  mean  to  found 
on  that  circumstance  any  charge  against  my  loyalty  1 
I  pray  ymi  to  observe,  that  such  an  averment  would 
touch  mine  honour,  which  I  am  ready  and  willing  to 
defend  to  the  last  pasp." 

*'  No  doubt  of  it.  Sir  Knight,"  answered  the  go- 
vernor ;  "  but  it  is  the  strolling  minstrel,  and  not  the 
high-bom  English  knight,  against  whom  the  charge 
IB  brought.  Well !  the  minstrel  conies  to  this  castle, 
and  he  intimates  a  wish  that  his  son  should  be 
allowed  to  take  up  his  miarters  at  the  httle  old  con- 
vent of  Saint  Bride,  where  two  or  three  Scottish 
nuns  and  friars  are  still  permitted  to  reside,  most  of 
them  rather  out  of  re.^pect  to  their  order,  than  for 
any  good-will  which  they  are  supposed  to  bear  the 
Engli.^h  or  their  sovereign.  It  may  also  ht*  noticed, 
that  this  leave  was  purchased  by  a  larger  siitn  of 
money,  if  my  information  be  correct,  than  is  usually 
to  be  found  in  the  purses  of  travelling  minstn.*l.H,  a 
class  of  wanderers  alike  remarkable  for  their  po- 
verty and  for  their  genius.  What  do  you  think  of  all 
this?" 

"  I  ?"— replied  De  Valence ;  "  I  am  happy  thai  my 
situation,  as  a  soldier  under  command,  altogether 
dispenses  with  my  thinking  of  it  at  all.  My  post,  as 
lieutenant  of  your  castle,  is  such,  that  if  I  can  man- 
age matters  so  as  to  call  my  honour  and  my  soul  my 
own,  I  must  think  that  quite  enough  of  frc-e-will  is 
left  at  my  command  ;  and  I  promise  you  shall  not 
have  again  to  reprove,  or  send  a  bad  report  of  me  to 
my  uncle,  on  that  account," 

This  is  beyond  sufTerance!"  said  Sir  John  de 
Walton  half  aside,  and  then  proceede<l  aloud—"  Do 
not,  for  Heaven's  sake,  do  yourself  and  me  the  injus- 
tice of  supposing  that  I  am  endeavouring  to  gaiii  an 
advantage  over  you  by  these  questions.  Recollect, 
young  knight,  that  w^hen  you  evade  giving  your  com- 
manding officer  your  advice  when  retiuired,  you  fail 
as  much  in  point  of  duty,  as  if  you  declined  affording 
him  the  assistance  of  your  sword  and  lance." 

"  Such  being  the  case,"  answered  De  Valence, 
"  let  me  know  plainly  on  what  matter  it  is  that  you 
require  my  opinion  ?  I  will  deliver  it  plainly,  and 
stand  by  the  result,  even  if  I  should  have  the  mis- 
fortune (a  crime  unpardonable  in  so  young  a  man 
and  BO  inferior  an  officer,)  to  difier  from  that  of  Sir 
John  de  Walton." 

"  I  would  ask  you  then.  Sir  Knight  of  Valence," 
answered  the  governor,  "  what  is  your  opinion  with 
respect  to  this  minstrel,  Bertrarn,  and  whether  the 
suspicions  respecting  him  and  his  son  are  not  such 
as  to  call  upon  me,  in  performarice  of  my  duty,  to  put 
them  to  a  close  examination,  with  the  question  ordi- 
nary and  extraordinary,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  and 
to  expel  them  not  only  from  the  castle,  but  from 
the  whole  territory  of  Douglas  Dale,  under  pain  of 


scourging,  if  they  be  again  found  wandering  in  these 
parts?" 

"  Vou  ask  mo  my  opinion,"  said  de  Valence,  "and 
you  shall  have  it,  Su*  Knight  of  W^alton,  as  freely 
and  fairly,  as  if  matters  stood  betwixt  us  on  a  foot- 
ing as  friendly  as  they  ever  did.  I  agree  with  you, 
that  most  of  those  who  in  these  days  profess  the 
science  of  minstrelscy,  are  altog**ther  unqualified  to 
support  the  hij^hcr  pretensions  of  that  noble  order. 
Minstrels  by  right,  are  men  who  have  dedicated 
themselves  to  the  noble  <iccupation  of  celebrnimg 
knightly  deeds  and  generous  pnnoinks  :  it  is  in  their 
verse  that  the  vahant  knight  is  hanoH  down  to  fame, 
and  the  poet  has  a  right,  nay  is  bound,  to  emulate  tlir 
virtues  which  he  praises.  The  looseness  of  tht 
times  has  diminishetl  the  conse«iucnce,  and  impaired 
the  morality  of  this  class  of  w^andc-rers  ;  their  sa'irt 
and  their  praise  are  now  too  often  distributed  on  no 
other  principle  than  love  of  gain ;  yet  Irt  us  hope  that 
there  are  still  among  them  some  who  know,  and  al?-o 
willingly  perforin,  their  duty.  My  own  or*imon  :?. 
that  this  Bertram  holds  himself  as  one  who  has  noi 
shared  in  the  degradation  of  his  brethren,  nor  beni 
tho  knee  to  the  mammon  of  the  times  ;  it  mua!  re- 
main with  you,  sir,  to  iudge  whether  such  a  person, 
honourably  and  morally  disiwsed,  can  cause  any  dan- 
ger to  the  Castle  of  J)ouglas.  But  believing,  from  the 
sentiments  he  has  manifested  to  me,  that  he  is  inca- 
pable of  playing  the  part  of  a  traitor^  I  must  stronah 
remonstrate  against  his  btMUg  punished  as  one,  ••r 
8ubiecte<l  to  the  torture  within  the  walls  of  an  Kn- 
glisn  garrison.  I  should  blush  for  my  countr>',  if  i: 
requirwl  of  us  to  inflict  such  wanton  misery  upon 
wanderers,  whose  sole  fault  is  poverty ;  and  yoor 
own  knightly  sentiments  will  suggest  more^  than 
would  become  me  to  state  to  Sir  John  de  Walton, 
unless  in  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  apologize  for  retain- 
ing mv  own  opinion." 

Sir  John  de  Walton's  dark  brow  was  stricken  with 
retl  when  he  heard  an  opinion  delivered  in  opposi- 
tion to  his  own,  which  plainly  went  to  stigmatize  lii? 
advice  as  ungenerous,   unfeeling,  and    unk nightly. 


you  have  given  it  openly  and  boldly,  without  reaarJ 
to  my  own,  I  thank  you.  It  is  not  quite  Si.>  clear  iba* 
1 1  am  obliged  to  defer  my  own  scntimenss  to  your?, 
in  case  the  rules  on  which  1  hold  my  office — the  com- 
mands of  the  king— and  the  observanons  which  I 
may  personally  have  made,  shall  reconimend  to  me 
a  diflerent  line  of  conduct  from  that  which  you  think 
it  right  to  suggest." 

De  Walton  bowed,  in  conclusion,  with  great  grav 
itv :  and  the  young  knight,  returning  the  reverenc* 
with  exactly  the  same  degree  of  stifT  formality,  asked 
whether  there  were  any  pardcular  orders  respecting 
his  duty  in  the  castle :  and  having  received  an  answer 
in  the  negative,  took  his  departure. 

Sir  John  de  Walton,  after  an  expression  of  impa- 
tience, as  if  disappointed  at  finding  that  the  advance 
which  he  had  mane  towards  an  explanation  with  his 
young  friend  had  proved  unexpectedly  abortive,  com- 
posett  his  brow  as  to  deep  thought,  and  walked  seve- 
ral times  to  and  fro  in  the  apartment,  consuierins 
what  course  he  was  to  take  in  these  circumstances. 
"  It  is  hard  to  censure  him  severely,"  he  said,  "  when 
I  recollect  that,  on  first  entering  upon  life,  my  own 
thoughts  and  feelings  would  have  been  the  eanw 
with  those  of  this  giddy  and  hot-headed,  hot  gener- 
ous boy.  Xow  prudence  teaches  me  to  suspect 
mankind  in  a  thousand  instances  where  perhaps 
there  is  not  sufficient  ground.  If  I  am  disposed  to 
venture  mv  own  honour  and  fortune,  rather  than  an 
idle  travelling  minstrel  should  sufTer  a  little  pain, 
which  at  all  events  I  might  make  up  to  him  by  mo- 
ney, still,  have  1  a  right  to  nm  the  risk  of  a  ounspir- 
acv  against  the  king,  and  thus  advance  the  treasoo- 
able  surrender  of  the  Castle  of  Douglas,  for  which  I 
know  so  many  schemes  are  formed  ;  for  which,  too, 
none  can  be  imagined  so  deeperate  but  agents  wUl  be 
found  bold  enough  to  undertake  the  execution.  \ 
man  who  holds  my  situation,  although  thesUvroi 
conscience,  ought  to  learn  to  aet  aade  thoee  ftln 
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icniples  which  Msume  the  appearance  of  flowing 
irom  our  own  moral  feeling,  whereas  they  are  in  fact 
QBtilled  by  the  sucsestion  of  affected  delicacy.  I 
rill  not,  I  swear  bjrHeaven,  be  infected  bv  the  fol- 
ies  of  a  boy  such  as  Aymer ;  I  will  not,  that  I  may 
lefier  U>  his  caprices,  lose  all  that  love,  honotir,  and 
imbition  can  propose,  for  a  reward  of  twelve  month's 
crvice,  of  a  nature  the  most  watchful  and  unpleas- 
iDU  1  will  §0  straight  to  mv  point,  and  use  the  ordi- 
lary  precautions  in  Scotland,  which  I  should  employ 
n  Normandy  or  Gascoigny.— What  ho !  page  !  who 
rails  there  f 

One  of  his  attendants  replied  to  his  summons— 
'  Seek  me  out  Gilbert  Greenlenf  the  arch<>T,  and  tell 
dm  I  would  roeak  with  him  touching  'he  two  bows 
ind  the  sheaf  of  arrows,  concerning  which  I  gave 
lim  a  commission  to  Ayr." 

A  few  minutes  intervened  after  the  order  was  given, 
vhen  the  archer  entered,  holding  in  his  hand  twobow- 
itaves,  not  yet  fashioned,  ana  a  number  of  arrows 
lecured  together  with  a  thong.  He  bore  the  myste- 
-ious  looks  of  one  whoso  apparent  business  is  not  of! 
rery  great  consequence,  but  is  meant  as  a  passport  I 
or  other  affairs  which  are  in  themselves  of  a  secret 
lature.  Accordingly,  as  the  knight  was  silent,  and 
ifTorded  no  other  opening  for  Greenleaf^  that  judi- 
;iou8  negotiator  proceeded  to  enter  upon  such  as  was 
spen  to  Him. 

"Here  are  ih**  bow-staves,  noble  sir,  which  you 
Jesired  me  to  obtain  while  I  was  at  Ayr  with  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke's  army.  They  are  not  so  good  as 
I  could  have  wished,  yet  are  perhaps  of  better  quality 
than  could  have  been  procured  by  any  other  than  a 
hir  judge  of  the  weapon.  The  Earl  of  Pembroke's 
whole  camp  are  frantic  mad  in  order  to  procure  real 
Spanish  staves  from  the  Groyne,  and  other  ports  in 
Spain  ;  but  though  two  vessels  laden  with  such  came 
into  the  port  of  Ayr,  said  to  be  for  the  King's  army, 
yet  I  believe  never  one  half  of  them  have  come  into 
English  hands.  These  two  grew  in  Sherwood,  which, 
havmg  been  seasoned  since  the  time  of  Robin  Hood, 
are  not  likely  to  fail  either  in  strength  or  in  aim,  in  so 
strong  a  hand,  and  with  so  just  an  eye,  as  those  of 
the  men  who  wait  on  your  worship." 

"  And  who  has  got  the  rest,  since  two  ships'  car- 
goes of  new  bow-slaves  are  arrived  at  Ayr,  and  thou 
with  difftculty  hast  only  procured  me  two  old  ones?" 
said  thejgovernor. 

"Faith,  I  pretend  not  skill  enough  to  know." 
answered  Greenloaf,  shrugging  his  shoulders.  *'  Talk 
there  is  of  plots  in  that  country  as  well  as  hero.  It  is 
said  that  their  Bruce,  and  the  rest  of  his  kinsmen, 
intend  a  new  May-game,  and  that  the  outlawed  king 
proposes  to  land  near  to  Turnberry,  earlv  in  summer, 
with  a  number  of  stout  kernes  from  Ireland;  and  no 
doubt  the  men  of  his  mock  earldom  of  Carrick  are 
getting  them  ready  with  bow  and  spear  for  so  hope- 
ful an  undertaking.  I  reckon  that  it  will  not  cost 
us  the  expense  of  more  than  a  few  score  of  sheaves 
of  arrows  to  put  all  that  matter  to  rights." 

"Do  you  talk  then  of  conspiracies  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  Greenleaf  ?"  said  De  Walton.  "  I  know 
you  are  a  sagacious  fellow,  well  bred  for  many  a 
day  to  the  use  of  the  bent  stick  and  string,  and  will 
not  allow  such  a  practice  to  go  on  under  thy  nose, 
without  uking  notice  of  it." 

"  I  am  old  enough.  Heaven  knows,"  said  Green- 
leafi  "  and  have  had  good  experience  of  these  Scot- 
tish wars,  and  know  well  whether  these  native  Scots 
an  a  people  to  be  trusted  by  knisht  or  yeoman.  Say 
they  are  a  false  generation,  ana  say  a  good  archer 
tola  you  so,  who,  with  a  fair  aim,  seldom  missed  a 
hahdsbreath  of  the  white.  Ah  !  sir.  your  honour 
knows  how  to  deal  with  them,— ride  them  stronglr, 
and  rein  them  hard,— you  are  not  like  those  simple 
novices  who  imagine  that  all  is  to  be  done  by  genUe- 
neea,  and  wish  to  parade  themselves  as  courteous 
and  generous  to  those  faithless  mountaineers,  who 
never  in  the  course  of  their  lives,  knew  any  tincture 
ehher  of  courteousness  or  generosity." 

'*  Thou  alludcst  to  some  one,"  said  the  governor, 
"and  I  charse  thee,  Gilbert,  to  be  plain  and  sincere 
with  me.  Tnou  knowest,  methinks,  that  in  trusting 
me  thoo  wilt  come  to  no  harm  7" 
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"  It  is  true,  it  is  true,  sir,"  said  the  old  remnant  of 
the  wars,  carrying  his  hand  to  his  brow,  "but  it  were 
imprudent  to  communicate  all  the  remarks  which 
float  through  an  old  man's  brain  in  the  idle  moments 
of  such  a  garrison  as  this.  One  stumbles  unawirea 
on  fantasies,  as  well  as  realities,  and  thus  one  gets, 
not  altogether  undeservedly,  the  character  of  a  tale- 
bearer and  mischief-maker  among  his  comrades,  and 
methinks  I  would  not  willingly  fall  under  that  accu- 
sation." 

"Speak  frankly  to  me,"  answered  De  Walton, 
"and  have  no  fear  of  being  misconstrued,  whosoever 
the  conversation  may  concern." 

"  Nay,  in  plain  truth,"  answered  Gilbert,  "  I  fear 
not  the  greatness  of  this  young  knight,  being,  as  I 
am,  the  oldest  soldier  in  the  garrison,  and  naving 
drawn  a  bow-string  long  and  many  a  day  ere  he  was 
weaned  from  his  nurse's  breast" 

"It  is  then,"  said  De  Walton,  "my  lieutenant  and 
friend,  Aymer  de  Valence,  at  ^vhom  your  suspiciooa 
point  1" 

"At  nothing,"  replied  the  archer,  "touching  the 
honour  of  the  young  knight  himself^  who  is  as  brave 
as  the  sword  he  wears,  and.  his  youth  considered, 
stands  high  in  the  roll  of  English  chivalry;  but  bets 
young,  as  your  worship  knows,  and  I  own  that  in 
the  choice  of  his  company  he  disturbs  and  alarms 
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"Why,  you  know,  Greenleaf,"  answered  the  go- 
vernor, that  in  the  leisure  of  a  garrison  a  knight  can- 
not always  confine  his  sports  and  pleasures  among 
those  of  his  own  rank,  who  are  not  numerous,  and 
may  not  be  so  gamesome  or  fond  of  frolic,  as  he 
would  desire  them  to  be." 

"I  know  that  well,''  answered  the  archer,  "nor 
would  I  say  a  word  concerning  your  honour^s  lieu- 
tenant for  joining  any  honest  fellows,  however  infe- 
rior their  rank,  in  the  wrestling  ring,  or  at  a  bout  of 
Sjuarterstafi'.  But  if  Sir  Aymer  de  Volcncc  has  a 
ondness  for  martial  tales  of  former  days,  methinks  he 
had  better  learn  them  from  the  ancient  soldiers  who 
have  followed  Edward  the  First,  whom  God  assoilzie, 
and  who  have  known  before  his  time  the  Barons 
wars  and  other  onslaughts,  in  which  the  knights  and 
archers  of  merr>'  England  transmitted  so  many  gal- 
lant actions  to  be  recorded  by  fame ;  this  truly,  I  say, 
were  more  beseeming  the  Earl  of  Pembroke's  ne- 
phew, than  to  sec  him  closet  himself  day  after  day 
with  a  strolling  minstrel,  who  gains  his  livelihood  by 
reciting  nonsense  and  lies  to  such  young  men  as  are 
fond  enough  to  believe  him,  of  whom  hardly  one 
knows  whether  he  be  English  or  Scottish  m  his 
opinions,  and  still  less  can  any  one  pretend  to  say 
whether  he  is  of  English  or  Scottish  birth,  or  with 
what  purpose  he  lies  lounging  about  this  castle,  and 
is  left  free  to  communicate  every  thing  which  passes 
within  it  to  those  old  mutterers  of  matins  at  Saint 
Bride's,  who  say  with  their  tongues  God  save  King 
Fxlward,  but  pray  in  their  hearts  Grod  save  King 
Robert  the  Bruce.  Such  a  communication  he  can 
easily  carry  on  by  means  of  his  son,  who  lies  at 
Saint  Bride's  cell,  as  your  worship  knows,  under 
pretence  of  illness. ' 

"How  do  you  sav  ?"  exclaimed  the  governor, 
"  under  pretence  ?— islie  not  then  really  indisposed  ?" 

"  Nay,  he  may  be  sick  to  the  death  for  aught  I 
know,''  said  the  archer.  "  but  if  so,  were  it  not  then 
more  natural  that  the  father  should  attend  his  son's 
sick-bed,  than  that  he  should  be  ranging  about  this 
castle,  where  one  eternally  meets  him  in  the  old  Ba-  • 
ron's  study,  or  in  some  comer,  where  you  leaat 
expect  to  find  him  ?" 

If  he  has  no  lawful  object,"  rcphed  the  knight,  , 
"it  might  be  as  you  say ;  but  he  is  said  to  be  in  queet  ■ 
of  ancient  poems  or  prophecies  of  Merlin,  ot  the  \ 
Rhymer,  or  some  other  old  bard ;  and  in  truth,  it  it  ' 
natural  for  bim  to  wish  to  enlarge  his  stock  of  know- 
ledge and  power  of  giving  amnsement.  and  where 
should  he  rind  the  means  save  in  a  study  filled  with 
ancient  books  7" 

"No  doubt^"  replied  the  archer,  with  a  sort  of  dry 
civil  sneer  of  incredulity :  "I  have  seldom  known  an 
insurrection  in  Scotland  but  that  it  was  proj:  heaiea 
by  some  old  forgotten  rhyme,  conjured  out  of  duit 
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and  cobwebs,  for  the  s&ke  of  giving  courage  to  those 
North  Coantnr  rebels  who  durst  not  otherwise  have 
abidden  the  Whiatling  of  the  g^niy-goose  shaft ;  but 
eorled  heads  are  hasty,  and,  with  hcense,  even  your 
own  train,  Sir  Knight,  retains  too  much  of  the  fire  of 
youth  for  such  uncertain  times  as  the  present." 

"Thou  hast  convinced  me,  Gilbert  Greenleaf^  and 
I  will  look  into4fais  man's  business  and  occupation 
more  closely  than  hitherto.  This  is  no  time  to  peril 
the  safety  o[  a  royal  castle  for  the  sake  of  affecting 
generosity  towards  a  man  of  whom  we  know  so  little, 
and  to  wnom,  till  we  receive  a  very  full  explanation, 
we  may,  without  doing  him  injustice,  attach  grave 
■aspick)Da.  Is  he  now  in  the  apartment  called  the 
Baron's  study?" 

"  Your  worship  will  be  certain  to  find  him  there," 
replied  Greenleaf. 

Then  follow  me,  with  two  or  three  of  thy  com- 
nde&  and  keop  out  of  sight,  but  within  heanng ;  it 
may  be  necessary  to  arrest  this  man." 

'*  My  assistance,"  said  the  old  archer,  "  shall  be  at 
band  when  you  call,  but" 

**But  what  ?"  said  the  knight;  "I  hope  I  am  not 
to  find  doubts  and  disobedience  on  all  hands  7" 

"Certaiuly  not  on  mine,"  replied  Greenleaf;  "I 
would  only  remind  your  worship  that  what  I  nave 
said  was  a  sincere  opinion  expressed  in  answer  to 
your  worship's  question ;  and  that,  as  Sir  Axmer  de 
Valence  has  avowed  himself  the  patron  of  this  man, 
I  would  not  willingly  be  left  to  the  hazard  of  his 
revenge." 

" Pshaw r  answered  De  Walton,  "is  Aymer  de 
Valence  governor  of  this  castle,  or  am  1 7  or  to  whom 
do  you  imagine  you  are  responsible  for  answering  such 
questions  as  I  may  put  to  you  7" 

'*  Nay,"  replied  the  archer,  secretly  not  displeased 
at  seeing  De  Walton  show  some  little  jealousy  of  his 
own  authority,  "believe  mc.  Sir  Knight,  that  I  know 
my  own  station  and  your  worship'^  and  that  I  am 
not  now  to  be  told  to  whom  I  owe  obedience." 

"To  the  study  then,  and  let  us  find  the  man,"  said 
the  governor. 

"A  fine  matter  indeed,"  subjoined  Greenleaf,  fol- 
lowing him,  "  that  your  worship  should  have  to  go  in 
person  to  look  after  the  arrest  of  so  mean  an  iiuiivi- 
dnaL  But  your  honour  is  right;  these  minstrels  are 
often  jugglers,  and  possess  the  power  of  making  their 
escape  by  means  which  borrel*  folk  like  myself  are 
disposed  to  attribute  to  necromancy." 

Without  attending  to  these  last  words,  Sir  John  de 
Walton  set  forth  towards  the  study,  walking  at  a 
ouick  psc&  as  if  this  conversation  had  augmented  his 
desire  to  mid  himself  in  possession  of  tltc  person  of 
tbo  suspected  minstrel. 

Traversing  the  ancient  j;>assagea  of  the  castle,  the 
governor  had  no  difilculty  m  reaching  the  study,  which 
was  strongly  vaulted  with  stone,  and  furnished  with 
A  eort  of  iron  cabinet,  intended  for  the  preservation  of 
articles  and  papers  of  value,  in  case  of  fire.  Here  he 
found  the  minstrel  seated  at  a  small  table,  sustaining 
before  him  a  manuscript,  apparently  of  great  antiquity, 
from  which  he  seemed  engaged  in  making  extracts. 
The  windows  of  the  room  were  very  small,  and  still 
showed  some  traces  that  they  had  ori^nally  been 
glazed  with  a  painted  lustory  of  Saint  Bnde— another 
mark  of  the  devotion  of  the  great  family  of  Douglas 
to  their  tutelar  sainu 

The  minstrel,  who  had  seemed  deeply  wrapt  in  the 
oootemplatk>n  of  his  task,  on  being  oisiurbed  by  the 
onlooked-for  entrance  of  Sir  John  dc  Walton,  rose 
with  every  mark  of  respect  and  humility,  and,  remain- 
ing, standing  in  the  governor's  presence^  appeared  to 
wait  for  his,  interrogations,  as  if  he  bad  anticipaicd 
that  the  visit  concerned  himself  particularly. 

"  I  am  to  suppose.  Sir  Minstrel,"  saki  Sir  John  de 
Walton,  "that  you  have  been  Bucoeeafol  in  your 
•earch,  and  have  tend  the  roll  of  poetry  or  prophecies 
tfiat  you  proposed  to  seek  after  amongst  these  broken 
shelves  and  Uttered  volumes  7" 

"More  sttocessfiil  than  I  could  hare  ecqiected,"  re- 
plied the  minstrel,  "  consideiing  the  efleete  of  the 
eonflagration.  This,  Sir  Knight,  is  apparently  the 
iatal  f omroe  for  which  I  soupi%  and  ftran^s  it  is, 
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considering  the  heavy  chan  ce  of  other  books  < 
in  this  library,  that  I  have  been  atde  to  find 
though  impeifect  fragments  of  it." 

"  Since,  therefore,  vou  have  been  permitted  to  h 
dulge  your  curiosity,"  said  the  gorenior,  "I  tnm. 
minstrel,  you  will  have  no  objection  to  satisy'  miae  T 

The  minstrel  replied  with  the  same  hnminty,  **  that 
if  there  was  any  thing  within  the  poor  compue  of  Im 
skill  which  could  gratify  Sir  John  de  Walton  in  a^ 
degree^  he  would  but  reach  his  hite,  and  pre  sitirfy 
obey  his  commands." 

"  You  mistake,  sir,"  said  Sir  John,  somewhat 
harshly.  '*  I  am  none  of  those  who  have  boon  is 
spend  m  listening  to  tales  or  music  of  former  days; 
my  life  has  hardly  given  me  time  cnoogh  for  lennuig 
the  duties  of  my  professk>n,  far  less  has  it  allowed  ■• 
leisure  for  sucn  twanging  folhee.  I  care  not  whs 
knows  it,  but  my  ear  is  so  incapable  of  judging  of 
your  art,  which  you  doubtless  think  a  noble  ooe,nsl 
1  can  scarcely  tell  the  modulation  of  one  tune  fron 
another." 

"  In  that  case,"  replied  the  minstrel  oompoaeA^, 
"I  can  hardly  promise  myself  the  pleasure  of  affad- 
ing  your  worship  the  amusement  which  I  might  othtf  • 
wise  have  done." 

"  Nor  do  I  look  for  any  at  your  hand,"  said  d» 
governor,  advancing  a  step  nearer  to  him,  and  spesl- 
ing  in  a  sterner  tone.  "  1  want  informatbn^  air,  whkh 
I  am  assured  you  can  give  me,  if  you  incline ;  and  a 
is  my  duty  to  tell  you,  mat  if  you  anow  unwilhngnf 
to  speak  the  truUL  I  know  means,  b/  which  it  wS. 
become  my  painfiu  duty  lo  extort  it  m  a  more  dii- 
agreeable  manner  than!  would  wish." 

*'If  your  questions,  Sir  Knight,"  answered  Bm- 
tram,  be  such  as  I  can  or  ought  to  answer,  thsR 
shaQ  be  no  occasion  to  put  them  more  than  oooe 
If  they  are  such  as  I  cannot  or  ought  not  to  reply  is. 
believe  me  that  no  threats  of  violeooe  will  ezton  m 
answer  from  me." 

"You  speak  boklly,"  said  Sir  John  de  Waliaa; 
"  but  take  my  word  ior  it  that  your  courage  will  ke 
put  lo  the  test  I  am  as  little  fond  of  proceediag  lo 
such  extremities  as  vou  can  be  of  uadeiBoing  tnm, 
but  such  will  be  the  natural  consequence  of  ypv 
own  obstinacy.  I  therefore  ask  you,  whedur  Mr- 
tram  be  your  real  name— whether  >ou  have  aaj 
{profession  than  that  of  a  travelung  minstn 
astly,  whether  you  have  any  aoquaintanoe 
nezion  with  any  Englishman  or  Soottishi 
yond  llie  walls  of  this  Castle  of  Dou^ae  T" 

*'  To  these  questions,"  replied  the  imoetrel^    _  _ 
alreadv  answered  the  woibliipful  knisfat.  Sir  AyiM^ 
de  Valence,  and,  having  fully  satisfiea  him,  it  is  as' 
I  conceive,  necessar>'  that  I  should  undetvo  a 
examination;  nor  is  it  consistent  ehher  with 
worship's  honour,  or  that  of  the  lieutenaot-goi 
that  such  a  rs-examination  should  take  place.' 

*'  You  are  very  considerate,"  replied  tLe  coi 
"  of  my  honour  and  of  that  of  Sir  Aymer  devi 
Take  my  word  for  it,  they  are  both  in  pes 
in  our  own  keeping,  and  may  diapenaa 
attention.    I  ask  you,  will  you  answer  the 
which  it  is  my  duty  to  make,  or  am  I  to  ._ 
dience  bv  patting  you  under  the  peaalL. 

question  1    I  have  already,  it  is  my  (fatty  to ^ 

tno  answers  you  have  returned  to  my  lieatenant.  and 
they  do  not  satisfy  me." 

fie  at  the  same  time  clapped  his  handa,  and  tw  or 
three  archers  showed  ihcmaelvea,  siripiMd  of  ihar 
tonics,  and  only  attired  in  their  ahins  aod  hose. 

'*1  imderstand,"  said  the  minstrsl,  ''that  roe  a^ 
tend  to  inflict  upon  me  a  poniahmeot  wttieh  i» 
foreign  to  the  gemus  of  the  JSngUah  laws,  in  that  as 
proof  is  adduced  of  my  gadt.  I  have  already  laU 
that  i  am  by  birth  an  Eogiishmaa,  by  prnBesaMi  a 
minstrel,  aiid  that  1  am  totally  unooni 
any  peraion  likely  to  nourish  any  design 
Castle  of  Dongiaa,  Sir  John  de  Wall 
risen.  What  answers 
bodily  agony,  I  cannot. 

Christian,  hold  myself  responsible  for.    I  think  ikst 
I  can  endure  as  much  pain  ae  any  one ;  I  em  ottt 
that  I  never  yet  felt  a  degree  of  agony,  that  I 
not  willingly  prefer  lo  breaking  my  plated 


John  de  Walion,  or  fam  ■«• 

you  may  extort  from  msky 

to  speak  aa  a  plaiB-^ieahv 
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or  bgmmifu:  a  &lw  infomer  againtt  innocent  per- 
fOB* ;  bat  I  own  I  do  not  know  the  extent  to  wnich 
tfae  art  of  torture  may  be  carried ;  and  thoaeh  I  do 
DOt  ftaryoo.  Sir  John  de  Walton,  yet  I  most  acknow- 
ledge that  I  fear  myaeif,  aince  I  know  not  to  what 
eitremity  your  cruelty  may  be  capable  of  subjecting 


iM,  or  bow  far  I  may  be  enabled  to  beer  it.  I, 
Mefore.  in  the  first  place,  proteat  that  I  shall  in  no 
maooer  be  liable  for  any  words  which  I  may  utter 


in  the  course  of  any  examination  enforced  from  me 
by  torture;  and  you  muat.  therefore^  under  such  cir- 
earastancee,  proceed  to  the  execution  of  an  office, 
which,  permit  me  to  say,  is  hardly  that  which  1  ex- 
pected to  have  found  thus  adminiatered  by  an  acoom- 
pushed  knight  like  yourself." 

"Hark  you,  sir/'  replied  thettovemor,  "you  and  1 
are  at  issuer  and  m  dom^  my  duty,  I  oug^t  instantly 
topioceed  to  the  extremities  I  have  threatened:  but 
perhaps  you  yourself  feel  less  reluctance  to  undergo 
the  examination  as  proposed,  than  1  shall  do  in  com- 
manding it ;  I  will  therefore  consi^  vou  for  the  pre- 
sent to  a  place  of  confinement,  suitable  to  one  who 
is  su^MCted  of  being  a  spy  upon  this  fortress.  Until 
?ou  are  pleased  to  remove  such  so;q>icions,  your 
lodgings  and  nourishment  are  those  of  a  prisoner. 
In  the  mean  time,  before  subjectinsr  you  to  the  ques- 
tien,  take  notice  I  will  myself  ride  to  the  Abbey  of 
Saint  Slide,  and  satisi^  myself  whether  the  young 
person  whom  you  would  i)ass  as  your  son.  is  pos- 
sessed of  the  same  determination  as  that  which  you 
yoarself  seem  to  assert  It  may  so  happen  that  his 
examination  and  vours  may  throw  such  light  upon 
each  other  as  will  decidedly  prove  either  your  guilt 
or  innocence,  without  its  being  confirmed  by  the  use 
of  the  extraordhiary  question.  If  it  be  otherwise, 
tremble  for  your  son's  sake,  if  not  for  your  own.-- 
Have  1  shaken  you,  sir?— or  do  you  fear  for  vour 
boy's  young  sinews  and  joints,  the  engines  which,  in 
your  own  case,  yon  seem  willinK  to  defy  7" 

"'  Sir,*'  answered  the  minstreiT recovering  fVom  the 
momentary  emotion  he  had  ahown,  "  I  leave  it  tc 
yourself,  as  a  man  of  honour  and  candour,  whether 
yoQ  ODgnt,  in  common  fairness,  to  form  a  worse  opinion 
of  any  man,  because  he  is  not  unwilling  to  incur,  in 
his  own  person,  severities  which  he  would  not  desire 
to  be  innicted  upon  bis  child,  a  sickly  youth,  just 
recovering  from  a  dangeroua  disease." 

"It  ia  my  duty,"  answered  De  Walton,  after  a 
short  pause,  "  to  leave  no  stone  unturned  by  which 
this  basiness  may  be  traced  to  the  source ;  and  if 
thoQ  desirest  mercy  for  thy  son^  thou  wilt  thvself 
most  easily  attain  it,  by  setting  him  the  example  of 
honeaty  and  plain-dealing." 

The  minatrel  threw  himself  back  on  the  seat,  as 
if  fally  resolved  to  bear  every  extremity  that  could  be 
Inflicted,  rather  than  make  any  farther  answer  than 
be  had  already  offered.  Su-  John  De  Walton  him- 
self seemed  in  some  degree  uncertain  what  might 
now  be  his  best  course.  He  felt  an  invincible^repug- 
nance  to  proceed,  without  due  consideration,  m 
what  moat  people  would  have  deemed  the  direct 
mie  of  his  duty,  by  inflicting  the  torture  both  upon 
lather  and  son ;  but  deep  as  was  his  sense  of  devo- 
tion towards  the  King,  and  numerous  as  were  the 
hopes  and  expectations  he  had  formed  upon  the 
•tnct  discharge  of  his  present  high  trust,  he  could 
not  resolve  upon  having  recourse  at  once  to  this  cruel 
method  of  cutting  the  Knot.  Bertram's  appearance 
was  venerable,  and  his  power  of  words  not  unwor- 
py  of  his  aspect  and  bearing.  The  governor  remem- 
ooed  that  Aymer  de  Valence,  whose  judgment  in 
Keneral  it  was  impossible  to  deny,  bad  described 
»oa  as  one  of  those  rare  individuals,  who  vindicated 
the  honour  of  a  corrupted  profession  by  their  per- 
lonal  sood  behaviour ;  and  he  acknowledged  to  him- 
■eU  that  there  was  gross  cruelty  end  injustice  in 
F^elusing  to  admit  the  prisoner  to  the  credit  of  bein/i; 
K  true  and  honest  man,  until,  by  way  of  proving  his 
FBClitude,  he  had  strained  every  sinew,  and  crushed 
eve^  joint  in  his  body,  as  well  as  those  of  his  son. 
I  have  no  louch-stone,"  he  said  internally,**  which 
can  distinguiah  truth  and  falsehood;  the  Bruce  and 
lus  followers  are  on  the  alert,— he  has  certainly 
■Vupped  the  galleys  which  lay  at  Rachrin  during 


wmter.  Tfaia  story,  too,  of  Gieenleaf^  about  arms 
being  procured  for  a  new  insurrection,  talUsa 
strangely  with  the  appearance  of  that  savage-look- 
ing forester  at  the  hunt ;  and  all  tends  to  show,  that 
something  is  upon  the  anvil  which  it  is  my  duty 
to  provide  sgainst.  I  will,  therefore,  pass  over  no 
circumstance  by  which  I  can  afiect  the  mmd  through 
hope  or  fear;  but,  please  God  to  give  me  li&bt  from 
any  other  source,  I  will  not  think  it  lawful  to  tor- 
ment these  unfortunate,  and,  it  may  yet  be,  boneet 
men."  He  accmxiingly  took  his  departure  from  the 
hbrary,  whispering  a  word  to  Oreeideaf  respecting 
the  prisoner. 

He  had  reached  the  outward  door  of  the  study,  and 
his  sateUitea  had  already  taken  the  minatrel  into  their 
grasp,  when  the  voice  of  the  old  man  was  heard 
calling  upon  De  Walton  to  return  for  a  aingle  mo- 
ment. 

"  What  hast  thou  to  say,  sir  7"  said  the  governor ; 
"  be  speedy,  for  I  have  already  lost  more  tune  in  lis- 
tening to  thee  than  I  am  answerable  for,  and  so  I 
advise  thee  for  thine  own  sake" 

"I  advise  thee,"  said  the  minstrel,  "for  thine  own 
sake,  Sir  John  de  Walton,  to  beware  how  thou  dost 
insist  on  thy  presient  purpose,  by  which  thou  thyself 
alone,  of  all  men  living,  will  most  severely  suffer.  If 
thou  narmest  a  hair  orthat  young  man'a  head— nay, 
if  thou  permittest  him  to  undergo  any  privation  which 
it  is  in  thy  power  to  prevent,  tnon  wilt,  in  doing  so, 
prepare  for  thine  own  suflering  a  degrae  of  agony 
more  acute  than  any  thing  else  in  thia  mortal  world 
could  cause  thee.  I  swear  by  the  most  blessed  ob- 
jects of  our  holy  religion ;  I  call  to  witness  that  holy 
sepulchre,  of  which  I  have  been  an  unworthy  visiter, 
that  I  speak  nothins  but  the  truth,  and  that  thou 
wilt  one  day  testify  thy  gratitude  for  the  part  I  am 
now  acting.  It  is  my  interest,  as  well  as  yours,  to 
secure  you  in  the  safe  possession  of  this  castle,  al- 
though assuredly  I  know  some  things  respectingit, 
and  reapecting  your  worahip,  whicn  I  am  not  at 
liberty  to  tell  without  the  consent  of  that  youth, 
firing  me  but  a  note  under  his  hand,  consenting  to 
my  taking  you  into  our  mystery,  and  believe  me,  you 
will  soon  see  those  clouds  charmed  away ;  since  there 
was  never  a  doleful  uncertainty  which  more  speedily 
changed  to  joy,  or  a  thunder -cloud  of  adversity  which 
more  instantly  gave  way  to  sunshine,  than  would 
then  the  suspicions  which  appear  now  so  formidable." 

He  apoke  with  ao  much  earnestness  as  to  make 
some  impression  upon  Sir  John  de  Walton,  who  was 
once  more  wholly  at  a  loss  to  know  what  line  his 
duty  called  upon  nim  to  pursue. 

*'  I  would  most  gladly,^'  said  the  governor,  "  follow 
out  my  purpose  by  the  gentlest  means  in  my  powers 
and  I  shall  bring  no  further  distress  upon  this  poor 
lad,  than  thine  own  obstinacy  and  his  shall  appear  to 
deserve.  In  the  mean  time,  think,  Sir  Minstrel,  that 
my  duty  has  limits,  and  if  I  slack  it  for  a  day,  it  wfll 
become  thee  to  exert  every  effort  in  thy  power  to  meet 
my  condescension.  I  wul  give  thee  leave  to  address 
thy  son  by  a  line  under  thy  hand,  %nd  I  will  await 
his  answer  before  I  proceed  farther  in  this  matter, 
which  seems  to  be  very  mysterious.  Mean  time,  if 
thou  hast  a  soul  to  be  saved,  I  conjure  thee  to  speak 
the  truth,  and  tell  me  whether  the  secrets  of  which 
thou  seemest  to  be  a  too  faithful  treasurer,  have  r»- 
^rd  to  the  practises  of  Douglas,  of  Bruce,  or  of  any 
m  their  names,  against  this  Castle  of  Douglas  7'* 

The  prisoner  thought  a  moment,  and  then  replied— 
"I  am  aware.  Sir  Knight,  of  the  severe  charge  under 
which  this  command  is  intrusted  to  your  hands,  and 
were  it  in  my  power  to  assist  you.  as  a  faithful  mm- 
strel  and  loyal  subject,  either  with  hand  or  tongue, 
I  should  feel  myself  called  upon  so  to  do ;  ^^u^  *f> 
fsr  am  I  from  being  the  character  your  suspi- 
cions have  apprehended,  that  I  shouldf  have  held 
it  for  certain  that  the  firuce  and  Douglas  had  as- 
sembled their  followers,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
nouncing then-  rebellious  attempts,  and  taking  theu* 
departurefor  the  Holy  Land,  but  for  the  appantiop  of 
the  forester,  who,  I  hear,  bearded  you  at  the  huntng, 
which  impresses  upoil  me  the  belief^  that  when  so 
resolute  a  folk)wer  and  henchmaii  of  the  Douglas 
wa?  sitting  fearless  among  you,  his  master  and  com- 
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rades  could  be  at  no  great  distance— how  far  his  in- 
tentions could  be  friendly  to  you,  I  must  leave  it  to 
yourself  to  judge ;  only  believe  me  thus  far,  that  the 
rack,  pulley,  or  pmccrs,  would  not  have  compelled 
me  to  act  the  infjrmer,  or  adviser,  in  a  quarrel 
wherein  I  have  little  or  no  share,  if  I  had  not  been 
desirous  of  fixing  the  belief  upon  you.  that  you  are 
dealing  with  a  true  man,  and  one  who  has  your  wel- 
fare at  heart.— Mean  while,  permit  me  to  have  writ- 
ing materials,  or  let  my  own  be  restored,  fori  possess, 
in  some  degree,  the  higher  arts  of  my  calling ;  nor  do 
I  fenr  but  tnat  I  can  procure  for  you  an  explanation 
of  these  marvels,  without  much  more  loss  of  lime." 

"God  grant  it  prove  so,"  said  the  governor; 
"  though  1  see  not  well  howl  can  hope  for  so  favour- 
able a  termination,  and  I  may  sustain  great  harm  by 
trustiug  too  much  on  the  present  occasion.  My  duty, 
however,  requires  that,  in  the  mean  time,  you  be  re- 
moved into  strict  confinement." 

He  handed  to  the  prisoner  as  he  spoke  the  writing 
materials,  which  had  been  seized  upon  by  the  archers 
on  their  first  entrance,  and  then  commanded  those 
satellites  to  unhand  the  minstrel. 

"  I  must,  then,"  said  Bertram,  **  remain  subjected 
to  all  the  severities  of  a  strict  captivity  7  but  I  depre- 
cate no  hardship  whatever  in  my  own  person  so  I 
may  secure  you  from  acting  with  a  degree  of  rash- 
ness, of  which  you  will  all  your  life  repent,  without 
the  means  of  atoning." 

"No  more  words,  minstrel,"  said  the  governor; 
'*  but  since  I  have  made  my  choice,  perhaps  a  very 
dangerous  one  for  myself  let  us  carry  this  spell  into 
execution,  which  thou  savest  is  to  serve  me,  as 
mariners  say  that  oil  spread  upon  the  raging  billows 
will  assuage  their  fur>'. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Beware  t  beware  i  or  the  Black  Friar. 

He  Mtill  relaini  liii  iway, 
For  he  i«  yet  the  church'A  heir  by  rifbt 

Whoever  may  be  the  lay. 
Amundeville  ii  lord  by  day, 

But  the  monk  ii  lord  by  nifht, 
Nor  wine  nor  waaael  could  raire  a  vaaial 

To  quoKtiun  Uiat  friar's  riyht. 

Dm  Juan,  Canto  zvii. 

The  minstrel  made  no  vain  boast  of  the  skill 
which  he  possessed  in  the  use  of  pen  and  ink.  In 
fact,  no  priest  of  the  time  could  have  produced  his 
little  scroll  more  spec  lily,  more  neatly  composed,  or 
more  fairly  written,  than  were  the  lines  addressed 
"  To  the  youth  called  Augustine,  son  of  Bertram  the 
Minsti-el.^' 

"  I  have  not  folded  this  letter,"  said  he,  "  nor  tied 
it  with  silk,  for  it  is  not  expressed  so  as  to  explain  the 
mystery  to  you ;  nor,  to  speak  frankly,  do  I  think 
that  it  can  convey  to  you  any  intellieence;  but  it 
may  be  satisfactory  to  show  jfou  what  the  letter  does 
not  contain,  and  that  it  is  written  from  and  to  a  per- 
son who  both  mean  kindly  towards  you  and  your 
garrison." 

"  That,"  said  the  governor,  "  is  a  deception  which 
is  easily  practised ;  it  tends,  however,  to  snow,  though 
not  with  certainty,  that  you  are  disposed  to  act  upon 
good  faith;  and,  until  ine  contrary  appear,  I  shall 
consider  it  a  point  of  duty  to  treat  you  with  as  much 
gentleness  as  the  matter  admits  of.  Mean  time,  I 
will  myself  ride  to  the  Abbey,  of  Saint  Bride,  and  in 
person  examine  the  young  prisoner;  and  as  you  say 
he  has  the  power,  so  I  nray  to  Heaven  he  may  have 
the  will,  to  read  this  riddle,  which  seems  to  throw  us 
all  into  confusion."  So  saying,  he  ordered  his  horse, 
and  while  it  was  getting  ready,  he  perused  with  great 
composure  the  minstrel's  letter.  Its  contents  ran 
thus  :— 

'\DxAR  Augustine, 
"Sir  John  de  Walton,  the  governor  of  this  castle, 
has  conceived  those  suspicions  which  I  pointed  out 
as  likely  to  be  the  consequence  of  our  coming  to  this 
country  without  an  avowed  errand.  I  at  least  am 
seized,  and  threatened  with  examination  under  tor- 
mre,  to  force  mo  to  tell  the  purpose  of  our  journey; 


but  they  shall  tear  my  flesh  from  my  bones,  ere  they 
force  me  to  break  the  oath  which  I  have  taken.  And 
the  purport  of  this  letter  is  to  apprize  you  of  the  dan- 
ger m  which  you  stand  of  being  placed  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances, unless  you  are  disposed  to  authorize  me 
to  make  the  discovery  to  this  knight ;  but  on  this 
subject  you  have  only  to  express  your  own  wishe^ 
being  assured  they  shall  be  in  every  respect  attended 
to  by  your  devoted  "BESTaAM." 

This  letter  did  not  throw  the  smallest  light  uoon 
the  mystery  of  the  writer.  The  governor  read  it 
more  than  once,  and  turned  it  repeatedly  in  his  hand, 
as  if  he  had  hoped  by  that  mechanical  process  to 
draw  something  from  the  missive,  whicn  at  first 
view  the  words  did  not  express ;  but  as  no  result  of 
this  sort  appeared,  De  Walton  retired  to  the  haU, 
where  he  informed  Sir  Aymer  de  Valence,  that  he 
was  going  abroad  as  far  as  the  Abbey  of  Saint  Bridsb 
and  that  lie  would  be  obliged  by  his  taking  upon  hiia 
the  duties  of  governor  dunng  nis  absence.  Sir  Ay- 
mer, of  course,  intimated  his  acquiescence  in  toe 
charge ;  and  the  state  of  disunion  in  which  they  stood 
to  each  other,  permitted  no  further  explanation. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Sir  John  de  Walton,  at  tha 
dilapidated  shrine,  the  abbot,  with  trembHng  hasteb 
made  it  his  business  immediately  to  attend  toe  ooin- 
mandcr  of  the  English  garrison,  upon  whom,  for  the 
present,  their  house  depended  for  ever>'  indfuli^ce 
they  experienced,  as  well  as  for  the  subsistence  and 
protection  necessary  to  them  in  so  perilous  a  period. 
Having  interrogated  this  old  man  respecting  the 
youth  residing  in  the  abbey,  De  Walton  was  informed 
that  he  had  oeen  indisposed  since  leA  there  by  his 
father,  Bertram,  a  minstrel.  It  appeared  to  the  ab- 
bot, that  his  indisposition  might  Be  of  that  conta- 
Sous  kind  which,  at  that  period,  rava^d  the  English 
orders,  and  made  some  incursions  mto  Scotland, 
where  it  afterwards  worked  a  fearful  progress.  After 
some  farther  conversation.  Sir  John  de  Walton  pat 
into  the  abbot's  hand  the  letter  to  the  young  jperson 
under  his  roof,  on  delivering  which  to  Augustine,  die 
reverend  father  was  charged  with  a  messa^  to  the 
English  governor,  so  bold,  that  he  was  afraid  to  be 
the  bearer  of  it.  It  signified,  that  the  youth  could 
not,  and  would  not,  at  that  moment,  receive  the 
English  knight ;  but,  that,  if  he  came  oack  on  the 
morrow  after  mass,  it  was  probable  he  might  lean 
something  of  what  was  requested. 

''  This  is  not  an  answer,  said  Sir  John  de  Wal- 
ton, "  to  be  sent  by  a  boy  like  this  to  a  person  in  mr 
charge ;  and  metHinks,  Father  Abbot,  jou  coanut 
your  own  safety  but  slenderly  in  delivermg  such  in 
insolent  message." 

The  abbot  trembled  under  the  folds  of  his  lu;p 
coarse  habit ;  and  De  Walton,  imagining  that  his  dis- 
composure was  the  conseouence  of  guilty  fear,  called 
upon  him  to  remember  the  duties  which  he  owed 
to  England,  the  benefits  which  he  had  received  from 
himself,  and  the  probable  consequence  of  taking  pait 
in  a  pert  boy's  insolent  defiance  of  the  power  of  the 
governor  of^the  province. 

The  abbot  vindicated  himself  from  these  charsn 
with  the  utmost  anxiety.  He  pledged  his  sacred 
word,  that  the  inconsiderate  character  of  the  b<^t 
message  was  owin^  to  the  waywardness  arisiof 
from  indisposition.  He  reminded  the  governor  thi^ 
as  a  Christian  and  an  Englishman,  he  had  duties  to 
observe  towards  the  community  of  Saint  Brk^ 
which  had  never  given  the  English  government  tht 
least  subject  of  complaint.  As  he  spoke,  the  chinch- 
man  seemed  to  gather  courage  fVom  the  immunitiBi 
of  his  order.  He  said  he  could  not  permit  a  sick  boy, 
who  had  taken  refuge  within  the  sanctuary  of  toe 
church,  to  be  seized  or  subjected  to  any  species  of  force, 
unless  ne  was  accused  of  a  specific  crime,  capable  of 
being  immediately  proved.  The  Douglasses,  a  hesd- 
strong  race,  had,  m  former  days,  uniformly  respected 
the  sanctuary  of  Saint  Bride,  and  it  was  not  to  be  sap- 
posed  that  the  King  of  England,  the  dntifnl  and  obe- 
dient child  of  the  Church  or  Rome,  would  act  with  le« 
veneration  for  her  rights,  than  the  fbllowctt  of  a 
usurper,  homicide,  and  ezcommnmeatsd  person  iics 
Robert  Bruce. 
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Walton  was  connderably  shaken  with  this  remon- 
trtnoe.  He  knew  that,  in  the  circumsunoee  of  the 
imeii  the  Pope  had  great  power  in  every  controversy 
1  which  it  was  his  pleasure  to  interfere.  He  knew 
bit  even  in  the  dispute  respecting  the  supremacy  of 
tootland,  his  Holiness  had  set  up  a  claim  to  the 
incdom.  n^ich,  in  the  temper  of  the  times,  might 
erhaps  have  been  deemed  soperior  both  to  that  of 
tobert  Broce  and  that  of  Edward  of  England,  and 
le  conceived  his  monarch  would  f^ve  him  little 
banks  for  any  fresh  embroilment  which  might  take 
lace  with  the  Church.  Moreover,  it  was  easy  to 
Iwoe  a  watch,  so  as  to  prevent  Augustine  from 
scaping  during  the  nieht;  and  on  tne  following 
doming  he  would  be  stul  as  eflectually  in  the  power 
i  the  English  governor  as  if  he  were  seized  on  by 
pen  force  at  the  present  moment.  Sir  John  de  Wal- 
on,  however,  so  far  eierted  his  authority  over  the 
ibeot,  that  he  engaged,  in  consideration  of  the  sanc- 
Qtry  being  respected  for  this  space  of  time,  that, 
vhen  it  expired,  he  would  be  aiding  and  assisting 
t^ith  his  spiritual  authority  to  surrender  the  youth, 
bouM  be  not  allege  a  safficient  reason  to  the  con- 
nry.  This  arrangement,  which  appeared  still  to 
litter  the  governor  with  the  prospect  of  an  easy  ter- 
oination  of  this  troublesome  dispute,  induced  him  to 
Tant  the  delay  which  Augustine  rather  demanded 
hin  petitioned  for. 

"At  your  request.  Father  Abbot,  whom  I  have 
litherto  found  a  true  man,  I  will  indulge  this  youth 
ritb  the  grace  he  asks,  before  taking  him  into  cus- 
ody,  understanding  that  he  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
nve  this  place ;  and  thou  art  to  be  responsible  to 
his  effect,  giving  thee,  as  is  reasonable,  power  to 
!oromand  our  little  garrison  at  Hazelside,  to  which  I 
nil  send  a  reinforcement  on  my  return  to  the  Castle, 
Q  case  it  should  be  necessary  to  use  the  strong  hand, 
V  drcumstanoes  impose  upon  me  other  measures." 

"Worthy  Sir  Knight,"  replied  the  abbot,  "  I  have 
10  idea  that  the  frowardness  of  this  vouth  will  render 
lay  course  necessary,  aavingthat  ofpersussion ;  and 

venture  to  aay,  that  you  yourself  will  in  the  highest 
legree  approve  of  the  roetnod  in  which  I  shall  acquit 
uyself  of  my  present  trust." 

The  abbot  went  through  the  duties  of  hospitality, 
(numerating  what  simple  cheer  the  cloister  of  the 
invent  permitted  him  to  offer  to  the  English  knighu 
»ir  John  de  Walton  declined  the  offer  of  refreshment, 
lowever^took  a  courteous  leave  of  the  churchman, 
uid  did  not  spare  his  horse  until  the  noble  animal 
lid  brought  him  again  before  the  Castle  of  Douglas. 
Sir  Aymer  de  v alence  met  him  on  the  drawbndge, 
md  reported  the  state  of  the  garrison  to  be  the  same 
n  which  he  had  left  it,  excepting  that  intimation  had 
>em  reoejyed  that  twelve  or  fmeen  men  were  ex> 
)eeted  on  their  way  to  the  town  of  Lanark ;  and  be- 
Dg  on  march  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Ayr,  would 
hat  night  take  up  theur  quarters  at  the  outpost  of 
Sazelside. 

'I  am  glad  of  it,"  replied  the  governor;  "I  was 
kboat  to  strengthen  that  detachment.  This  stripling 
ne  son  of  Boiram  the  minstrel,  or  whoever  oe  is, 
UM  engaged  to  deliver  himself  up  for  examination  in 
he  monuns.  As  this  party  of  soldiers  are  followers 
>Mrour  uncle.  Lord  Pembroke,  may  I  request  you  will 
ide  to  meet  them,  and  command  them  to  remain  at 
tiaselside  until  you  make  farther  inquiries  about  this 
routh,  who  has  still  to  clesr  up  the  mystery  which 
lann  about  him,  and  reply  to  a  letter  which  I  deli- 
rered .  vrith  my  own  hand  to  the  Abbot  of  Saint 
Bride.  I  have  shown  too  much  forbearance  in  this 
natter,  and  I  trust  to  your  looking  to  the  security  of 
jpu  young  man,  and  conveying  him  hither,  with  all 
loe  care  and  attennon,  as  being  a  prisoner  of  some 
importance." 

Certainly,  Sir  John,"  answered  SirAymcr;  "your 
Mers  shall  be  obeyed,  since  you  have  none  of  greater 
>niportance  for  one  who  hath  the  honour  to  be  second 
onUto  yourself  in  this  plsce." 

I  crave  your  mercy,  Sir  Aymer,"  returned  the  go- 
vernor, "if  the  commission  be  in  any  degree  beneath 
your  dignity ;  but  it  is  our  misfortune  to  misunder- 
■ttnd  each  other,  when  we  endeavour  to  be  moat 
mtelUgible." 


"  But  what  am  I  to  do,"  said  Sir  Aymer-  "  no  way 
disputing  your  command,  but  only  asking  for  infor- 
mation^what  am  I  to  do,  if  the  Abbot  of  Saint  Bride 
offers  opposition  1" 

"How!"  answered  Sir  John  de  Walton;  "with 
the  reinforcement  from  my  Lord  of  Pembroke,  you 
will  command  at  least  twenty  wannen,  with  bow 
and  spear,  against  five  or  aix  timid  old  monka,  vrith 
onlygown  and  hood." 

"  True,"  said  Sir  Aymer,  "  but  ban  and  excommu* 
nication  are  sometimes,  in  the  present  day.  too  hard 
for  the  mail  coat,  and  I  wpuld  not  willin|rly  be  thniwn 
out  of  the  pale  of  the  Christian  church." 

"  Well,  then,  thou  very  suspicious  and  scmpuloos 
young  man,"  replied  De  Walton,  "  know  that  if  this 
youth  doea  not  deliver  himself  up  to  thee  of  hia  own 
accord,  the  abbot  has  promisea  to  put  him  into  thy 
hands." 

There  was  no  farther  answer  to  be  made^  and  De 
Valence,  though  still  thinking  himself  unnecessarily 
harassed  with  the  charge  of  a  petty  commission,  took 
the  sort  of  half  arms  which  were  always  used  when 
the  knights  stirred  beyond  the  walla  of  the  anrrison, 
and  proceeded  to  execute  the  commands  of  De  Wal- 
ton. A  horseman  or  two,  together  with  his  squire 
Fabian,  accompanied  him. 

The  evening  closed  in  with  one  of  those  Scottish 
mists  which  are  commonly  said  to  be  equal  to  the 
ahowers  of  happier  climates ;  tlie  path  became  more 
and  more  dark,  the  hills  more  vn-eathed  in  vapours, 
and  more  difficult  to  traverse:  and  all  the  little  petty 
inconveniences  which  rendered  travelling  through  the 
district  slow  and  uncertain,  were  augmented  by  the 
density  of  the  fog  which  overhuns  every  thing. 

Sir  Aymer,  therefore,  occasionally  mended  his  pace, 
and  often  incurred  the  fate  of  one  who  is  over-late, 
delaying  himself  by  his  efforts  to  make  greater  expe* 
dition.    The  knight  bethouf^t  himself  that  he  would 

Set  into  a  straight  road  by  passing  through  the  almost 
eserted  town  of  Douglas,— the  mhabitants  of  which 
had  been  treated  so  severely  by  the  English,  in  the 
course  of  those  fierce  troubles,  that  most  of  them  who 
were  capable  of  bearing  arms  had  left  it,  and  with- 
drawn themselves  to  diiTercnt  parts  of  the  country. 
This  almost  deserted  place  was  defended  by  a  ruae 
palisade,  and  a  ruiler  drawbridge,  which  gave  entrance 
into  streets  so  narrow,  as  to  admit  with  difficulty 
three  horses  abreast  and  evincing  with  what  atrict- 
ness  the  andcnt  lords, of  the  village  adhered  to  their 
prejudice  aRainat  fortifications,  and  their  opink>n  in 
favour  of  keeping  the  field,  ao  quaintly  expreaaed  in 
the  well-known  proverb  of  the  family,—*'  It  is  better 
to  hear  the  lark  sing  than  the  mouse  cheep."  The 
streets,  or  rather  the  lanes,  were  dark,  but  for  a  shift- 
ing gleam'  of  moonlight,  which,  i^s  that  planet  bc^ft 
to  nse,  was  now  and  then  visible  upon  some  steep 
and  narrow  gable.  No  aound  of  domeatic  industry, 
or  domesdc  festivity  was  heard^  and  no  ray  of  candle 
or  firelight  glanced  f^om  the  windows  of  the  houses; 
the  ancient  ordinance  called  the  curfew,  which  the 
Conqueror  had  introduced  into  England,  was  at  this 
time  in  full  force  in  such  parts  of  Scotland  as  were 
thought  doubtful,  and  likely  to  rebel ;  under  which 
descnption  it  need  not  he  said  the  ancient  possessions 
of  the  Douglas  were  most  especially  regarded.  The 
Church,  whose  Gothic  monuments  wore  of  a  magni- 
ficent character,  had  been,  as  far  as  possible,  destroyed 
by  fire ;  but  the  ruins,  held  together  by  the  weight  of 
toe  massive  stones  of  which  they  were  composed, 
still  sufficiently  evinced  the  greatness  of  the  tamily 
at  whose  cost  it  had  been  raised,  and  whose  bonee^ 
from  immemorial  time,  had  been  entombed  in  its 
crypts. 

Paying  little  attention  to  these  relics  of  departed 
splendour.  Sir  Aymer  de  Valence  advanced  with  hia 
small  detachment,  and  bad  passed  the  scattered  frag- 
ments of  the  cemetery  of  the  Doi^lasses,  when,  to 
his  surprise,  the  noise  of  his  horsens  feet  was  seem- 
in^y  replied  to  by  sounds  which  rung  like  those  of 
another  knightly  steed  advancing  neavOy  up  the 
street,  as  if  it  were  to  meet  him.  Valence  was  un- 
able to  conjecture  what  might  be  the  cause  of  these 
warlike  sounds ;  the  ring  and  the  clang  of  armour 
was  distinct,  snd  the  heavy  tramp  of  t  war-horsa 
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The  j  lery.    "  The  devil,"  thev  said.  "  must  have  appeared 
It  of :  visiblv  amongst  them,     an  explonatu 


was  not  to  be  mistaken  by  the  ear  of  a  warrior.    _      ,      ^ 

difficulty  of  keeping  soloiers  from  straying  out  of :  visiblv  amongst  them,'^  an  explanation  which  had 

Jjuarters  by  night,  would  have  sufficiently  accounted  !  already  occurred  to  the  followers  of  the  young  knight; 
or  the  appearance  of  a  strag;5ling  foot-soldier  ;  but  for  that  a  living  man  and  hor.*e,  both,  as  ii  seemed, 
it  was  more  difficult  to  account  for  a  mounted  horse-  of  a  gigantic  size,  could  be  conjured  in  the  twinklint 
man.  in  full  armour;  and  such  was  the  apparition  jof  an  eye,  and  appear  in  a  street  secured  at  oneead 
which  a  peculiarly  bright  glimpse  of  moonlight  now  !  by  the  oest  uf  the  archers,  and  nt  the  other  by  the 
showed  at  the  bottom  of  the  causewayed  hill.  Per-  horsemen  under  Valenoo  himself^  was  altogether,  it 
haps  the  unknown  warrior  obtained  at  the  same  time  ',  seemed,  a  thing  impossible.  The  inhabitants  did  not 
a  glance  of  Aymer  de  Valence  and  his  armed  fol-  j  venture  to  put  their  thoughts  on  tht>  subject  into  lao- 
lowers— at  least  each  of  them  shouted  "  Who  goes  ■  guage,  for  foar  of  giving  offence,  and  only  indicated 
iherp  1" — the  alarm  of  the  times ;  and  on  the  instant ..  by  a  passing  word  to  each  other  the  secret  degree  of 
the  deep  answers  of  "  St.  Geui^e !"  on  the  one  side,  {  pleasure  which  they  felt  in  the  confusion  and  embar* 
and  "The  Douglas!"  on  the  other,  awakened  the  |  rassment  of  thr  Rnfrlish  garrison.  Still,  however, 
still  echoes  of  the  small  and  ruinous  street,  and  the  j  they  continued  to  aflect  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the 
silent  arches  of  the  dilapidated  church.  Astonished  j  alarm  which  De  Valence  had  received,  and  the  amuecjr 
at  a  war-cry  with  which  so  many  recollections  wore  ,  which  he  expressed  to  discover  the  cause, 
connected,  the  English  knight  spurred  his  horse  at  At  length  a  female  voice  spoke  above  the  Babel  of 
full  gallop  down  the  steep  and  broken  des<ent  load-  ■  confusea  sounds,  saying,  "  Where  is  the  Southen 
ing  out  at  the  south  or  south-east  gate  of  the  town  ;  I  Knight  7  I  am  sure  that  I  can  tell  him  where  be 
and  it  was  the  work  of  an  instant  to  call  out,  "Ho!  I  can  find  the  only  person  who  ran  help  him  out  of 
Saint  G^eorge!  upon  the  insolent  villain  all  of  vou!—  i  his  present  difTiculty." 

Tbthe  gate,  Fabian,  and  cut  him  off  from  flight !—  j  "  And  who  is  that,  good  woman  ?"  said  Aymer  de 
Saint  George!  I  say,  for  England  !  Bows  ana  Bills !  '•  Valence,  who  was  growing  everv  moment  more  im- 
^bows  and  bills  !''  At  the  same  lime  Aynicr  de  '■  patient  at  the  loss  of  time  whiili  was  flying  fast,  in 
Valence  laid  in  rest  his  own  long  lance,  which  he  i  an  investigation  which  had  something  in  it  vcxaijoas, 
tnaiched  from  the  squire  by  whom  it  was  carried.  I  and  even  ridiculous.  At  the  same  time,  the  sight  of 
But  the  light  was  seen  and  gone  in  an  instant,  and  an  armed  partisan  of  the  Douglasses,  in  their  own 
though  De  Valence  concluded  that  the  hostile  war- 
rior had  hardly  room  to  avoid  his  career,  yet  he  could    

take  no  aim  for  the  encounter,  unless  by  mere  guess,  i  probed  to  the  bottom, 
and  continued  to  phmgc  down  the  dark  dcdivity,  "  Come  hither  to  me,"  said  the  female  voice,  "and 
among  shattered  stones  and  other  encumbrances,  ,  I  wll  name  to  you  the  only  person  who  can  explain 
without  groping  out  with  his  lance  the  object  of  his  I  all  matters  of  this  kind  that  chance  in  this  country." 
pursuit  He  rode,  in  short,  at  a  broken  gallop,  a  de-  On  this  the  knight  snatched  a  torch  from  some  of 
•cent  of  about  fifty  or  sixty  yards,  without  having  any  ■  those  who  were  present,  and  holding  it  up,  descried 
reason  to  suppose  that  he  had  met  the  figure  which  I  the  person  who  spoke,  a  tall  woman,  who  evideniir 
had  appeared  to  him,  although  the  narrowness  of  the  \  endeavoured  to  render  herself  remarkable.   When  he 


native  town,  seemed    to  bode  too   senoiis  conse- 
quences, if  it  should  be  suflered  to  pass  without  beia? 


street  scarcely  admitted  his  having  passed  him.  unless 
both  horse  and  horseman  could  have  nicltcra  at  the 
momeiit  of  encounter  like  an  air-bubble.    Tlie  riders 


approached  her,  she  communicated  her  intelligence 
in  a  grave  and  sententious  tone  of  voice. 

We  had  once  wise  men,  that  could  have  answersd 


of  his  suite,  mean  while,  were  struck  with  a  feeling  i  any  parables  which  might  have  been  put  to  them  for 
like  supernatural  terror,  which  a  number  of  singular  explanation  in  this  country  side.  Whether  vpu  your- 
adveniures  had  caused  most  of  them  to  attach  to  the   sclvis,  gentlemen,  have  not  had  some  hand  in  weed- 


name  of  Dousrias;  and  when  he  reached  the  gate  by 
which  the  broken  street  was  terminated,  there  was 
none  close  behind  him  but  Fabian,  in  whose  head  no 


ing  them  out,  good  troth,  it  is  not  for  the  like  of  ine 
to  say ;  at  any  rate,  good.counsel  is  not  so  easy  come 
by  as  it  was  In  this  Douglas  country,  nor,  maybe, 


suggestions  of  a  timorous  nature  could  outlive  the  '  is  it  a  safe  thing  to  pretend  to  the  power  of  gi» 
sound  of  his  dear  master's  voi«;e.  in~  ■'*  " 

Here  there  was  a  post  of  English  archers,  who 
were  turning  out  in  considerable  alarm,  when  De 
Valence  and  his  page  rode  in  amongst  them.  "  Vil- 
lains !"  shouted  De  Valence,  **  why  were  ye  not  upon 
your  duty  7  Who  was  it  passed  through  vour  post 
^en  now,  with  the  traitorous  cry  of  Douglas  7" 

"  We  know  of  no  such,"  said  the  captain  of  the 
watch. 

That  is  to  say,  you  besotted  villains,"  answered 
the  young  knight,  "  you  have  been  drinking,  and  have 
•lept7" 

The  men  protested  the  contrary,  but  in  a  confused 
manner,  which  was  far  from  overcoming  Dc  Va- 
lence's suspicions.  He  callerl  loudly  to  bring  cressets, 
torches,  and  candles ;  and  a  few  remaining  inhabit- 
ants began  to  make  their  unwilling  appearance,  with 
tuch  various  means  of  giving  light  as  they  chanced 
to  possess.  They  heard  the  story  of  the  young  Eng- 
h'sh  knight  with  wonder;  nor,  although  it  was  con- 
firmed by  all  his  retinue,  did  they  give  credit  to  the 
recital,  more  than  that  the  Englishmen  wished  some- 
how or  other  to  pick  a  quarrel  with  the  people  of  the 
place,  under  the  pretence  of  their  having  admitted  a 
retainer  of  their  ancient  lord  by  night  into  the  town. 
They  protested,  thereforf\  thnir  innocence  of  the  cause 
of  tumult,  and  endeavoured  to  se<Mn  active  in  hasten- 
ing from  house  to  house,  and  corner  to  corner,  with 
their  torches,  in  order  to  discover  the  invisible  cava- 
lier. The  English  suspected  them  no  less  of  treachery, 
than  the  Scottish  imagined  the  whole  matter  a  pretext 
for  bringing  an  accusation,  on  the  part  of  the  young 
knight,  against  the  citizens.  The  women,  however, 
who  now  began  to  issue  from  the  houses,  had  a  key 
tor  the  solution  of  the  apparition,  which  at  that  time 
believed  of  efficacy  sufficient  to  solve  any  mys- 


g  It. 

"  Good  woman,"  said  De  Valence,  "  if  you  will 
give  me  an  explanation  of  this  mystery,  I  will  gwe 
you  a  kinle  of  the  U^st  raploch  gray." 

"  It  is  not  I."  said  the  old  woman,  "  that  pretetid 
to  possess  the  knowledge  which  may  assist  you ;  bu: 
I  would  fain  know  that  the  man  whom  I  shall  name 
to  you  shall  be  skaiihless  and  harmlcsa.  Upon  your 
knighthood  and  your  honour,  will  you  promise  to  me 
so  much  ?" 

"Assuredly,"  said  De  Valence,  "auch  a  pcnon 
shall  even  have  thanks  and  reward,  if  he  is  a  taith£:i 
informer ;  ay,  and  pardon,  moreover,  ol though  he 
may  have  listeiicd  to  any  dangerous  praciiceii  or 
been  concerned  in  any  nlots." 

"  Oh  !  not  he,"  replica  the  female :  "  it  is  old  Good- 
man Powheid,  who  has  the  charge  of  the  muniroentik" 
(meaning  probably  monuments,}  "  that  is,  such  put 
of  them  as  you  English  have  left  standing;  I  nuifi 
the  old  sexton  of  the  kirk  of  Douglas,  who  canidi 
more  stories  of  these  old  folk,  whom  your  honour  ii 
not  very  fond  of  hearing  named,  than  would  last  si 
from  this  day  to  Yule. 

"  Does  any  body,"  said  the  knight,  "know  wbosi 
it  is  that  this  old  woman  means  1 

"  I  conjecture,"  replied  Fabian,  "  that  she  veab 
of  an  old  dotard,  who  is,  I  think,  the  genersl  tdme 
concerning  the  history  and  antiquities  of  this  oJd 
town,  and  of  the  savage  family  that  lived  hsn,  per- 
haps before  the  fiood. 

"  And  who,  I  dare  say,'*  said  the  knudit,  "ksowi 
as  much  about  the  matter  as  she  hsrseu  doeiL  But 
where  is  this  man  7  a  sexton  is  he  7    He  may  ht  M- 

S|iiainted  with  places  of  concealment  which  snsfiiB 
abricated  in  Gothic  buildings,  tnd  knows  to  nom 
whose  business  calls  them  to  frequent  thsn.  Coda 


Chaf.  IX.] 


CASTLE  DANGEROUS. 


M 


mf  mood  old  dame,  bring  this  man  to  me ;  or,  what 
may  be  better,  I  will  co  to  him,  for  we  have  already 
■pent  too  much  time. 

"Time!"  replied  the  old  woman,— "i«  time  an 
objeet  with  your  honour  7  I  am  sure  I  can  hardly 
ffet  ao  much  for  mine  as  will  hold  soul  and  body 
together.  You  are  not  far  from  the  old  man's 
hmiae." 

She  led  the  way  accordinf^ly,  blundering  over 
heapa  of  rubbish,  and  encounicnng  all  the  embar- 
lanraenta  of  a  ruinous  street,  in  lighting  the  way 
to  Sir  Ayraer,  who,  giving  his  horse  to  one  of  his 
attendants,  and  desiring  Fabian  to  be  ready  at  a 
ealL  scrambled  after  as  well  as  the  slowness  of  his 
giboc  would  permit. 

Both  were  soon  involved  in  the  remains  of  the  old 
church,  much  dilapidated  as  it  had  been  by  wanton 
damage  done  to  it  by  the  soldiery,  and  so  much  im- 
peded by  rubbish,  that  the  knight  marvelled  how  the 
old  woman  could  find  the  way.  She  kept  talking 
ail  the  while  ns  she  stumbled  onward.  Sometimes 
she  called  out  in  a  screeching  tone,  "Powheid!  La* 
latus  Powheid !"— and  tlicn  muttered— "Ay,  ay,  the 
eld  man  will  be  busy  with  some  of  his  duties,  as  he 
ealla  them ;  I  wonder  he  fashes  wi'  them  in  these 
times.  But  never  mind,  I  warrant  they  will  last  for 
hie  day,  and  for  mine ;  and  the  times.  Lord  help  us! 
fan  all  that  I  can  sec,  are  well  enough  for  those  that 
are  to  Ivrvi  in  tliein." 

**Arc  von  sure,  good  womnn^"  replied  the  knight, 
"that  there  is  any  inhabitant  in  these  ruins?  For 
my  part,  I  should  raiher  siipnose  thnt  you  are  taking 
ma  to  the  charnel-house  of^tno  dead." 

"Maybe you  aix*  righr,"  eaid  the  old  womnn,  with 
i  riiastly  laugh ;  "  carles  and  carlines  agree  weel 
with  funeral  vaults  and  chnrnol-houscs,  and  when 
anauld  bedral  dwells  near  the  rioad.  he  is  living,  ye 
ken,  among  his  cusiomcrs— Halloo !  Powheid  !  La- 
laniB  Powncid!  there  is  n  gentleman  would  tn^eak 
with,  you  j"  and  she  added,  with  some  sort  of  em- 
pliaiis,  **  an  English  noble  gentleman— one  of  the 
honourable  garrit-on.'- 

An  old  man's  step  was  now  heard  advancing,  so 
■lowly  that  the  glimmering  light  which  he  held  in 
his  hand  was  visible  on  the  ruined  walls  of  the  vault 
some  time  before  it  showed  the  person  who  bore  it. 
The  shadow  of  the  old  man  was  also  projected 
upon  the  illuminated  wall  ere  his  pcr.snn  came  in 
view ;  his  dress  was  in  considernble  conl\ision,  ow- 
ing to  his  having  been  roused  from  his  bed;  and 
■nee  artificial  light  was  forbi.iden  bv  thf  regulations 
of  the  ffarrison,  the  natives  of  Douglas  Dale  Fpcnt  in 
deep  the  time  that  they  could  not  very  well  get  rid 
of  by  any  other  means.    The  so.xion  was  a  tall  thin 
nan,  emaciated  by  years  and  by  privations;   bin 
body  was  bent  habnunlly  by  his  occupation  of  grave- 
dining,  and  his  eye  naturallv  inclined  downwards 
to  the  scene  of  his  labours,    tfis  hand  sustained  the 
miise  or  little  lamp,  which  he  held  s*)  as  to  throw 
liglit  upon  his  visitant ;  at  the  same  time  it  displayed 
to  the  young  knight  ihi;  features  of  the  person  with 
whom  he  was  now  confronted,  which,  th'Migh  nei- 
ther handsome  nor  pleasing,  wore  strongly  marked, 
ngacious,  and  venerable^  indicatinjr,  at  the  same 
time,  a  certain  air  of  dignity,  which  agv?,  even  mere 
poverty,  may  be  found  occasionally  to  bestow,  as 
eonferfing  that  last  melancholy  species  of  indeuend- 
€nce  proper  to  those  who.se  situation  can  hardly,  by 
any  imaginable  means,  be  rendered  much  worse 
than  years  and  fortune  have  already  made  it.    The 
habit  of  a  lay  brother  added  somewhat  of  religious 
importance  to  his  appearance. 

"What  would  you  with  me,  young  man?"  said 
the  aexton.  "  Your  youthful  features  ond  your  gay 
drefl«,  bespeak  one  who  stands  in  need  of  my  minis- 
try neither  for  himself  nor  for  others." 

"I  am,  indeed,*'  replied  the  knight,  "a  living  man, 
and  therefore  need  not  either  shovel  or  pickaxe 
for  my  own  behoof.  I  am  not.  as  you  see,  attired 
in  mourning,  and  therefore  need  not  your  offices  in 
behalf  of  nny  friend  ;  I  would  only  ask  you  a  few 
question  a." 

"  What  you  would  have  done  must  needs  be  done, 
ymi  being  at  preaent  one  of  our  rulers,  and,  as  I 


think,  a  man  of  authority,"  repUed  the  aexton  :  "fol- 
low me  this  way  into  my  poor  habitation  ;  1  have 
had  a  better  in  my  day ;  and  yet,  Heaven  knows,  it 
is  good  enough  for  me,  when  many  men  of  much 
greater  consequence  must  perforce  content  themselves 
with  worse." 

He  opened  a  lowly  door,  which  was  fitted,  though 
irregularly,  (o  serve  as  the  entrance  of  a  vaulted 
apartment,  where  it  appeared  that  the  old  man  hold, 
apart  from  the  livinz  world,  his  wretched  and  soli- 
tary dwelling.*  The  floor,  composed  of  paving  stones^ 
laid  together  with  some  accuracy,  and  here  and  there 
inscribed  with  letters  and  hieroglyphics,  as  if  they 
had  once  upon  a  time  served  to  distinguish  sepulchres, 
was  indifferently  well  swept,  and  a  fire  at  the  upper 
end  directed  its  smoke  into  a  hole  which  served  tor  a 
chimney.  The  spade  and  pick-axe  (with  other  tools,) 
which  the  chamberlain  of  mortality  makes  use  o( 
lay  scattered  about  the  apartment,  and,  with  a  rude 
stool  or  two,  and  a  table,  where  some  inexperienced 
hand  had  unquestionably  supplied,  the  labours  of  the 
joiner,  were  nearly  the  only  furniture,  if  we  include 
the  old  man's  bed  of  straw,  Ijring  in  a  corner,  and 
discomposed,  as  if  he  had  been  just  raised  from  it.  At 
the  lower  end  of  the  apartment,  the  wall  was  almost 
entirely  covered  by  a  large  escutcheon,  such  as  is 
usually  hung  over  the  graves  of  men  of  very  high 
rank,  having  the  appropriate  auarters.  to  the  number 
of  sixteen,  each  proi)erly  blazoned  and  distinct, 
placed  as  ornaments  around  the  principal  armorial 
coat  itself. 

"  Let  us  sit,"  said  the,  old  man  ;  *'  the  posture 
will  better  enable  my  failing  ears  to  apprehend  your 
meaninc,  and  the  asthma  will  deal  with  mc  more 
mcrciftilly  in  permitting  me  to  make  you  understand 
mine." 

A  peal  of  short  asthmatic  coughs  attested  the  vio- 
lence of  the  disorder  which  ho  had  last  named,  and 
the  young  knight  followed  his  host's  example,  in  ait- 
ting  down  on  one  of  the  rickety  stools  by  the  side  of 
the  fire.  The  old  man  brouirht  from  one  corner  of 
the  apartment  an  apron,  which  he  occasionally  wore, 
full  of  broken  boards  in  irregular  pieces,  some  of 
which  were  covered  with  bla(?k  clotn,  or  driven  full 
of  nails,  black,  as  it  might  happen,  or  gilded. 

"  You  will  find  this  fresh  fuel  necessary,"  said  the 
old  man,  "  to  keep  some  degree  of  heat  within  this 
waste  apartment ;  nor  are  the  vapours  of  uiortaHty, 
with  which  this  vault  is  apt  to  be  filled,  if  the  fire  is 
permitted  to  become  extinct,  indifferent  to  the  lungs 
of  the  dainty  and  the  healthy,  like  your  worship, 
though  to  me  ihev  are  become  habitual.  The  wood 
will  catch  fire,  although  it  is  some  time  ere  the  damps 
of  the  grawj  are  overcome  by  the  dryer  air  and  the 
warmth  of  the  chinnuy." 

Accordinglv,  the  relies  of  mortality  with  which  the 
old  mail  had  headed  his  fireplace,  began  by  degrees 
to  send  forth  a  thick  unctuous  vapour,  which  at 
length  leaped  to  light,  and  blazing  up  the  aperture, 

gave  a  degree  of  liveliness  to  the  gloomy  scene.  The 
lazonry  of  the  huge  escutcheon  met  and  returned 
the  rays  with  as  brilliant  a  reflection  as  that  lugu- 
brious object  was  capable  of,  and  the  whole  apart- 
ment looKed  with  a  fantastic  gayety,  strangely  min- 
gled with  the  gloomy  ideas  which  its  ornaments  were 
calculated  to  impress  upon  the  imagination. 

"You  are  astonished,"  said  the  old  man,  "and 
perhaps.  Sir  Knight,  you  have  never  before  seen  theae 
relics  of  the  dead  applied  to  the  purpose  of  rendering 
the  living,  in  some  degree,  more  comfortable  than 
their  condition  would  otherwise  admit  of." 

"  Comfortable  !"  returned  the  Knight  of  Valence. 
shrugginc:  his  shoulders:  "I  should  be  sorry,  old 
man,  to  know  that  I  had  a  dog  tliat  was  aa  mdif!er- 
ently  quarter!  d  as  thou  art,  wnose  gray  hairs  have 
certainly  seen  better  days." 

"  It  may  be,"  answered  the  sexton,  "  and  it  may 
be  otherwise  ;  but  it  was  not,  I  presume,  concerning 
my  own  history  that  your  worship  seemed  diapoaed 

*  (Thin  ii  A  moat  ^phic  and  accunitn  riMcrinlioii  of  the 
present  KUite  of  the  niin.  ItR  hf ing  occupied  by  the  Mston  lu 
a  dwelline-place.  and  the  whole  leene  or  Um  old  man'i  inter- 
▼Jew  with  Dc  Valence,  may  Im  daued  with  oar  illuitriov* 
author**  most  feliritoiis  imaf  ininffs.-Xoft  bff  the  lUv.  Mr.  Stew- 
art nf  Douitat.  ] 


i  wUI  Bpcak  plainly 
"  »nd  you  i   " 
giving  a  shi 


J  —  ,jUi."  replitd  Sit  Aumer, 
fou  will  Qi  once  acknowledge  iha  necetsily  of 

the  BlreelB  of  ihis  viliaRO  a  pcrion  only  ehown 
to  me  by  ■  siniile  flash  uf  li|;hi,  who  bdd  lbs  Buda- 
city  to  diiplay  Ihe  annoria)  insiynia  and  utter  the 
war-cry  of  ino  Dougi^iiMca;  nny,  if  I  Rould  Iniat  a 
transient  glance,  Ibia  dannjt  cavalier  had  the  tealurea 
and  the  dark  complexion  proper  to  tho  Douifli 
raftrred  "   ■'■  ■    — "' ■ 


TALES  OP  MT  LANDLOBD. 

I  would  venlura  to  '  John  of  Dou^u-bota,  witn  hit 
■    "■         I  nnd  a  I  bird  William,  kr 


[Cm>.  IX 
>n  Lord  jtrdiib^ 


am  parliculaily  ciUed  upon  (o  make 


icishbou 


and,Bc 


ordini 


and  V 


upon  niy  conBcieneo  lo  bo  answerable  for  ibeir  good 
bahaviour,  and  lo  become  bound  that  none  of  ihe  old 
baroni.  lo  whom  ihe  roou  of  iboi  mighty  tiet  may. 
it  is  aaid,  be  inced,  will  axam  dialurb  with  their  war- 
cry  Ibe  lowfia  or  villagaB  of  their  native  couulry— 
Dot  one  will  parade  in  inannahinc  ibe  black  aimoiu 
which  has  long  reaied  upon  ibair  lomba. 


Tou  the  men  of  whom  we  ipetk,  Beneath  u»,  in  > 
llLlte  aisle,  (which  liatb  not  bt<ea  opened  since  ihese 
thin  gray  looks  n'cre  thick  and  brown.l  there  lies  the 
(list  man  whom  I  can  name  tt  memorable  amonR 
those  of  this  miKhiy  line.  It  is  he  whom  the  Thane 
of  Athol  uointed  out  to  the  Kinz  of  ijcoiland  ai 
Sholto  DlitiKlaas,  or  (he  dark  inin- coloured  man, 
whme  exernonsi  had  gsiiied  the  baitle  fur  his  tiaiive 

Eiiacai  and  who,  acconline  lo  this  kgead.  bequeathed 
is  nama  tu  our  dale  and  town,  though  olhi-rs  say 
that  the  race  aaiumed  the  natnc  of  DdubIob  from  the 
stream  so  called  in  nnrecordeii  limea,  bdorc  they  had 
their  fafltncason  itahanka.  OihirSiliiadnaconJanlB, 
called  EachsiH,  or  Hector  the  (irsl.  and  Orodh,  or 
Hugh,  William,  ihe  firal  of  ihat  name,  and  Gilmour. 

■chievem^nls  done  under  ihe  oriflaiiime  of  Chai-lee 
the  Greai,  Emiieror  of  France,  have  all  conaiipied 
themselves  in  ilieir  last  elecp,  not  hai  ihcit  memory- 
been  aufficianlly  preserved  from  the  wasie  of  time. 
Something  wc  know  concerning  thdr  =reat  deeds, 
their  arcol  power,  and.  alas!  iheii  creal  Crimea. 
Sonieining  we  also  know  of  ■  Lord  of  Uouirlas  who 
aat  in  a  parliament  at  Forfar,  held  by  King  Malcolm 
the  First,  end  we  are  aware  that  fiom  ms  allsuh- 
menl  to  hunlinR  the  wild  hart,  he  built  himself  a 
tower  callud  BlackhooMi,  in  llie  forest  of  Eltrick, 
which  perhaps  Slill  exiiua. 

"  I  crave  your  16rgtvena»,  old  man,  aaid  tht 
knighl,  ''  but  I  have  no  time  at  present  to  bestow 
upon  the  recitation  of  the  pediRicc  of  the  House  of 
uoufttos.  A  los  matter  would  hold  a  well-breathed 
minattal  in  Bubjocirorrecitaliiinfora  calendar  month, 
Sunday*  and  holydaya  included." 

"  What  other  iiiforma  lion  can  )-oii  eipecl  from  inc." 
Mid  the  aexian.  "  than  that  resnccling  iboee  heroes, 
•ome  of  whom  it  has  been  my  lot  to  consign  to  that 
«tenisl  rest,  which  will  for  ever  divide  the  dead  from 
the  duties  of  ibis  world  1  I  hove  told  you  where  the 
race  sleep,  dawn  to  the  reign  of  ibe  royal  Malcolm. 
I  can  lell  you  also  of  another  vault,  in  which  lie  Sir 


by  a ._ 

.lOrd  Abemelhy.  Lastly,  1  can  tell  you  of  him  u 
vhom  thii  escutcheon,  with  its  sppurtanance*  of 
■.pIcDdour  snd  dignity,  justly  belong.  Do  yoa  uin 
iliit  nobleman,  whom,  if  death  were  in  the  aoagd, 
1  would  not  heaiiateto  term  my  honourable  patron  I 
and  have  vou  any  design  of  dishanouiing  his  re- 
mains T     It  wilt  be  a  poor  victory  1    nor  don  ii 

eiuoy  such  a  tnumph  over  the  dead,  againai  whoii^ 
when  be  lived,  there  were  few  knights  dared  a^a 
their  horsea.  He  fought  in  defence  of  his  coupbt, 
but  he  bad  not  Iheaood  fortune  of  moat  of  bis  antM- 
tons  to  die  on  the  Eeld  of  battle.  Captivity,  ackncai, 
nnd  regret  for  the  miaforiunea  of  his  native  lud, 
Drought  his  bead  to  the  grave  in  hia  ptisoD-boai^  is 
ihe  land  of  the  stranger.*' 

Tbo  old  man'a  voice  here  became  intemiDlBl  or 
,  motion,  and  the  English  knight  found  it  dLfficnlila 
__.: —  l: :—.:,_  :_   ^g  stem  faahion  whiA 


luired. 


«ud,';ido: 


ing  justice  lo  ihy  ancient  lord  ;  but  thou  bast  not  Tit 
explained  lo  me  why  I  have  met  in  this  lown.  thii 
very  night,  and  not  half  an  hour  since,*  person  iatbi 
iirms,  and  beanng  the  complexion,  of  one  of  till 
Black  Douglasses,  who  cried  bis  war-cry  aa  if  incoo- 

"  Surely,"  replied  the  ae.^ion,  "ills  not  my  btti- 
oesB  to  explain  such  a  fancy,  ollierwise  than  by  nii>- 
losing  that  the  natural  fears  of  the  Snuthroa  s-JI 
aise  the  spectre  of  a  Douglas  at  atw  lime,  when  he 
s  within  sight  of  their  sepulchre.  Methinka,  in  niA 
this,  ihe  fairmt  cf-  -"-- '-'  -'^- 


n  of  Diia 


nIh°M 


"%'. 


iderfui  ilial --    .-  -.,      -—    .., 

Bts  of  BO  many  thousands  in  this  country,  ■faonu 

a  upon  occasion  from  tlu  inoulh  of  s  lugli 

champion." 

"You  are  bold,  old  man,"  returned  Ihe  EnitM 
knight;  "do  you  connder  that  your  life  ii  ii  niT 
poweiv  and  that  it  may,  in  certain  case*,  be  my  duj 
to  inillri  death  wlib  thai  degree  of  pain  at  wbicn 
shudders  r 
nan  rose  up  slowly  in  the  tight  ot  ibt 
iBiinc  fire,  displayinc  his  emaciated  Csacuna,  whicfa 
rescmblod  ihose  ascribed  by  artists  to  SainlAnibuPT 
ofthedescili  and  pointing  to  the  feeble  lamp,whicl 
he  placed  upon  the  coarse  table,  thus  addressed  hit 
inlerrogntor,  with  an  appearance  of  perfeci  firmi«» 
and  somelhing  even  resembling  dignity  :— 

"  Vouitg  knight  of  England,  you  aee  that  ulnui! 
conatmctedforine  purpose  of  dispensing  tight  aotJdM 
these  fatal  vaulla,— it  i*  as  frail  as  any  thing  can  vtU 
be,  whose  flame  ia  aupplied  by  living  elemeal,  con- 
limed  in  afrsme  composed  ol  iron.  It  is  doubtlsH 
in  your  power  enlirel/  to  end  ils  service,  by  desmr- 
ingthaftainc,  orsxlinguisbine  the  light.  TbieiUB 
it  wilh  such  annibiliiian,  SirKnighi.  and  sec  wbs- 
llier  your  menace  will  impress  aar  sense  offearetllMt 
on  the  j^iernent  or  the  iron.  Eoow  that  you  ban  as 
frail  mortal  whom  yoo  thniM 


n  flaying  on  the  sl_„ 

reviously  pierced  through  ihs  heart.    Hy  ap 
le  beyoiid  your  cruelly  :  if  you  think  olbsfwuc. 


lli  SiiM  to  wJita'tlaia^M  wB  in 


ifl  tfax  1  am  not  ready  M  till  y« 
4  oU  man,"  Md  De  Ttttaeii 


"  You  may  aoon  know."  r^lisd  lbs  old  man,  "'^ 
that  apoorssxlon  has  to  cammuiucaW  i  udil  ■a' 
not  inetvais  your  knowladcs  wsp^etiai  ihi  linv 
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though  it  may  throw  some  light  upon  mv  proper  do-  t  glas,  even  moving  with  suitable  attention  to  this  old 

mains,  which  are  rhose  of  the  dead.    The  spirits  of;  man's  bones.^' 

the  deceased  Duudnsses  do  not  rest  in  their  graves       **  Use  him  humanely,"  answered  the  knight.  **And 

during  the.  dishonour  of  their  monuments,  and  the    thou,  old  man,  if  thou  art  bisensible  to  threats  of  per- 

dowiuall  of  their  houS(>.    That,    ur>on  death,    the  i  sonol  danger  m  this  matter,  remember,  that  if  tnou 

greater  part  of  any  line  are  consigned  to  the  regions    art  found  paltering  with  us,  thy  punishment  will 

of  eternal  bliss,  or  of  never-ending  misery,  religion  ;  perhaps  be  morr  severe  than  any  we  can  inflict  upon 

will  not  suffer  us  to  believe,  and  amidst  a  race  who  i  thy  person." 

had  so  great  a  share  of  vrorldly  triumpli  and  prospe-  i        Can  you  administer  the  torture  to  the  soul  7" 

rity,  we  must  suppose  there  have  existed  many  who    said  the  sexton. 

have  been  justly  subjected  to  the  doom  of  on  internie-  i     "  .Vs  to  thee,*'  answered  the  knight,  "  we  have  thai 

diate  space  of  punishment.    You  have  destroyed  the  ■  power  ;~we  will  dissolve  every  monusteryor  religious 

temples,  which  were  built  by  their  posterity  to  propi-    i-^tabhshment  held  for  the  souls  of  these  Douglasses, 


appease  the  wrath  of  Heaven  in  behalf  of  their  ances- i  the  inulUus  S-otorvw  :  and  if  the  Douglasses  are 
tors,  subjected  to  expiatory  fires,  (-on  you  wonder  |  depriveti  oi  tht*  ghostly  benefit  of  the  prayers  and 
that  the  tormented  spirits,  thus  deprived  of  the  relief  i  s«trrvie(«  of  such  shriiu;?»,  they  may  term  iny  obsli- 
which  had  been  proposed  to  them,  should  not,  ac-  j  nnc.y  the  eaiiye." 

cording  to  the  common  phrase,  rest  in  their  graves  ?  i  "  Such  a  spteics  oi  vengeance,"  answered  the  old 
Can  you  wonder  they  should  show  themselves  like !  man,  in  the  saiiii.*  bold  mi:^ubdued  tone  which  he 


discontented  loiterers  near  to  the  places  which,  but 
for  the  manner  in  which  you  have  prosecuted  your 
remorseless  warfare,  micthi  have  »;re  now  atTjrdi^ 
them  rest  ?  Or  do  you  marvel  that  these  f1eshlts.s 
warriors  should  interrupt  your  marclics,  nnd  do  what 
else  their  airj'  nature  may  permit  to  disturb  your 
eouncilfi,  and  meet  as  far  as  thev  may  the  hostilities 


hod  hitherto  usc-d,  '*w«re  more  worthy  of  the  in- 
fernal ti(!nd^t  than  of  Christian  men." 

The  squire  raised  his  hand.  The  knigiit  inter- 
posed :  "  Forbear  him."  he  said,  "  Fabian,  he  is  very 
old,  and  perhaps  insane.— And  yoij,  sexton,  remember 
that  th(^  vengconre  threafmcd  is  lawfully  directed 
towards  n  family  which  huvobeen  the  obslinate  sup- 


which  you  make  it  your  boast  to  carry  on,  as  well  j  porters  of  the  excommunicaied  rubel,  who  murdered 
against  those  who  ore  dijceased,  as  aijainst  any  who  i  the  Red  Coinyn  at  the  High  Church  in  Dumfries." 
may  yet  survive  your  cruelty  ?'  !      So  .saying.  Ayiner  sirode  out  of  the  ruins,  pickiDS 

"Old  man,"  replied  Aymer  de  Valence,  "you  con-  his  viay  with  fJoma  difliculty— took  his  horse,  which 
nut  expect  that  I  am  to  take  for  answer  a  storv  like  :  he  found  ot  the  entrance-  -repeated  a  caution  to  Fa- 
ihist  being  a  fiction  too  gross  to  charm  to  sleep  a  |  bian,  to  condtici  himself  with  pnidencc — and,  pass- 
schoolboy  tormented  with  the  toothache;  neverrnc-  |  ing  on  to  the  soulh-western  gate,  gave  the  strongest 
less,  I  thank  God  that  thy  doom  does  not  remain  in  |  injunctions  concrrnincr  the  neces.'sitv  of  keeping  a 
my  hands.  My  squire  ond  two  archers  shall  carry  i  vigilant  watch,  both  hy  patrols  and  by  sentinelSi 
thee  captive  to  the  worshipful  Sir  John  de  Walton.  '  intimatim;  ot  the  sam«  lime,  that  it  must  have  been 
Grovcrnor  of  the  Castle  and  Valley,  that  he  may  deal :  nngleciril  during  tli-.-  preceding  part  of  the  evening. 
with  thee  as  seems  met.*t ;  nor  is  he  a  person  to  be-  S  The  men  niurmund  ;in  apojocy,  the  confusion  of 
lieve  in  your  apparitions  and  ghosts  from  purgatory.  {  which  seemed  to  cxitn.ss  that  there  hod  existed  some 
—What  ho !  Fabian !  Come  hither,  and  bring  with  i  occasion  for  the  reprimand, 
fhee  two  archers  of  the  guard."  '      Sir  Avrrier  tlun  proccrded  on  hij*  journey  to  Ha- 


Fabian  accordingly,  who  had  waited  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  ruined  building,  now  found  his  way,  by 
the  light  of  the  old  sexton's  lamp,  and  the  sound  of 
tiis  master's  voice,  into  the  singular  apartment  of 


x<;lside,  his  train  diminished  by  the  absence  of  Fabian 
and  his  as>istant«.  After  a  hastv,  but  not  a  short 
journey,  the  knight  alighted  at  Thomas  Dickson*& 

_, wh'Tc"  lie   found    the    detachment    from  Ayr   had 

the  old  man,  the  strange  decoraiii)ns  of  whi(;h  I  arrived  before  him,  and  were  snugly  housed  for  the 
struck  the  youth  with  great  .surprise  ond  some  horror.  !  nij^ht.  He  sent  one  of  the  archers  to  announce 
"Take  the  two  orcherf  with  thee,  Fabian,"  said  his  approach  t«)  the  Abbot  of  St.  Bride  and  his 
the  Knight  of  Valence,  "  and,  with  their  assistance,  ■  young  guest,  intimating  at  tiie  some  time  that  the 
convey  this  old  man,  on  horse-back,  or  in  a  litter,  to  !  archer  must  keep  si.r^ht  of  the  latier  until  he  himself 
the  presence  of  the  worshipful  Sir  John  de  Walton.  |  arrived  ai  the  cinnel,  which  would  h<:^  instantly. 

Tell  him  what  we  hove  seen  which  thou  didst  wit-  ;  

ness  as  well  as  I ;  and  tell  him  that  this  old  sexton,  '  r-  ii  *  o  t  i'  i*    v 

whom  I  send  to  be  examined  by  his  superior  wisdom,  =  C  H  A  1    I  I-.  H  X. 

seems  to  know  more  than  he  is  willing  to  disclose  ■  wi!<?'>  tiu:iiiffiitr-n2iiio^sinp'.<«  the  wodoswu.ten  yrcne, 

mnwirrinfT  niir  chnxtlv  rnvnlirr    tlinnoh   Iip  will  mvn     ^•'^^'  ""''  ?"""•  ""'•  blomnc.  hpnnp«-lh  in  Ai>ril  I  wene, 

respecting  our  gnosiiy  ca\  aiu.r,  inoui,n  ne  vmii  gi>e    ^„,j  ,^^.,,  ,^  ,„  ^j.^^.  ,„.^,^  p„„g  ^.,„,  „j„j  ^j^^^p  ^^  ij^n^, 

as  no  account  of  him.  except  intimating  that  he  is  a  '  M,fi,i  ni;il  d.iv  my  hiood  hjt  (irynkw.  nunc  herte  dcUimo  tene. 

rt  of  the  old  Douglasses  from  purgatory,  to  which  '  .vs.s.  Haii.  Uuoied  dy  U'artoti, 

Fohn  de  Walton  will  give  what  faith  he  pleases.        Sin  Av.meii  vi:  Vait.x(  r.  had  no  sooner  followed 
You  may  say,  that,  for  my  part,  my  lielicf  is,  either    hi-?  ani-er  it>  tin;  convent  of  Saint  Bride,  than  he 


that  the  sexton  is  crazed  by  age,  want,  and  cnthu-  wiininuMird  tin-  nhhoi  to  his  presence,  who  came 
iiasm,  or  that  he  is  connected  witri  some  plot  which  '  with  ilic  air  of  a  man  whti  loves  his  ease,  and  who  is 
the  country  people  ore  hatching.  Vou  may  al«M  suddenlv  called  fnmi  tlie  couch  where  he  has  con- 
say  that  I  shall  not  use  much  ceremony  with  the  ]  «i^iied  liiinsclf  to  a  comfortable  repose,  at  the  sum- 
youth  under  the  cure  of  the  Abbot  of  Saini  Kride  ;  '  mons  of  one  whom  he  does  not  think  it  safe  to  dis- 
there  is  something  suspicious  in  all  the  occurrences  i  ohev,  and  to  whiun  he  would  not  disguise  his  sensf 
that  are  now  passing:  around  us."  ,  of  pe<  vishness,  if  he  ilursi. 

Fabian  promised  obedience;  and  the  knight,  pull-  '  "  li  is  a  late  ride,"  he  said,  "which  has  brought 
.ing  him  aside,  gave  him  additional  caution  to  behave  '  your  worthy  honour  hither  from  the  castle.  May  I 
with  attention  in  this  bu.«iness,  seeing  he  must  recol-  •  be  informed  of  the  cause,  after  the  arrangement  so 
lect  that  neither  the  judgment  of  Himself,  nor  that  ;  reccntlv  aonc  into  with  tne  governor?" 
of  his  master,  were  apparently  held  in  very  much  '.  "Ii  I.m  njv  hope."  replied  the  knight,  "tliat  you, 
esteem  by  the  governor;  and  that  it  would  ill  be-  i  Fathtr  Abbot,  arc  not  already  conscious  of  it ;  sue- 


seen 


"I  am  returning  to  pure  air  in  the  first  place,  and  ii  dangerous  practices,  to  the  peril  of  the  garrison ;  and 
good  fire  in  the  second,  both  acceptable  exchanges  I  eoine,  father,  to  seir  v  hetntr,  in  requital  of  manr 
lor  this  dungeon  of  suffocating  vapours  and  execra-  \  favours  received  from  the  English  monarch,  you  will 
ble  smells.  You  may  trust  to  my  making  no  delay  ;  •  not  merit  his  bountv  and  proicciion,  by  contributiOR 
a  very  short  time  will  carry  me  back  to  Castle  Don-  i  to  the  discover^'  of  the  designs  of  his  enemies." 

4Q 


TALES  OF  MY  LANOLORD. 

I  in  tdmilu  circumalKD'vi 


"FnlJier  Abbot,"  replied  ihe  Enallsh  kniahl,  "n1- 
(lioush  it  i*  lasli  in  luaku  mrwlf  rcBpanffiblR  for  a 
Kotth-eouQliir  nian  in  tbcne  tiniei,  vet  I  own  I  <ln 
caDndcryou  ■■  nne  who  haa  efet  bepn  faiihfiilly  niib- 
Hct  to  tliii  Siaa  at  Kniflaiui,  and  1  wiJlin[:ly  hoiie 
that  (ou  will  mill  continue  ■■>." 

"And  a  Hno  pnrwinuwRienl  I  have!"  hhiI  th« 
abbut ;  "  la  be  cbIIpiI  nut  of  my  UkI  at  midniRhi.  in 
Ihia  raw  wMilber,  to  undoini  the  examination  of  n 
knight,  vihfl  it  ihc  vounjinl,  perhana,  or  liiii  own 
hoiiiiurabliTBiik.aiKrwIiowill  not  telliiicthi>auhjei:t 
oT  tliu  inteirufcalutki^  bii'  (ietaina  iiio  on  ihiii  oilil 
paiKineal,  till,  aocwHin?  lu  xbn  oiiinion  of  Cdxilii. 
the  p-MMgn  whirb  inrkii  in  iny  fw<  may  bu  ilTiTcn 

ty  Miiniarli,  and  thrn  fio.)d-niuht  to  abbacy  am' 

inalionii  from  hencrfarward. 
Ill  fbljHT,"  wud  ihu  yuiinK  man.  ''the  liiiiil 

IV  iiineD  ntiwt  teach  tlicw  pntioiico;  niailkct  ibat 

n  Tvei  nrj  pleanirv  in  tins  duly, 

rruL-tion  abould  take  iilacr,  the  \ ,  .-- 

•aBlnunlly  diapleaani  with  thoe  lot  nchttowlcdsina 


uuunt 
hterii 


aHould  tikx  iilacr,  the  rchela,  who  arc 
liapleaanl  wilK  thoe  lot  nchnowlcdmi 
inonnrvli,  woitld  hang  thiv  from  tliu 

,..t — I.I ....1.-.    :r  (lirt,!  hii„ 

ri  with  the 


leepk  [o  fbod  the  < 

J  thy  UNire  by 

— r^als,  the  Englii..  „ 

Iter  Kun  the  advatilige,  will  i 
lebel  to  his  nnm<.-inn. 


''Vou  muit  think 
Rain  troiible  jraa, 


It  inuy  appaai  t>i  you,  my  noble  fan,"  anawmid 
tlio  abbot,  oLviously  diicompoied,  "  iliai  1  am  hiins 
np,  ill  this  caw.  on  ths  hnrna  of  the  ditenuna  which 


■hot,  th»  apinl  of  Celnit 

^ „  ., -is  pupil,  '■  that  whaiuTcr  erii  mat 

inlhi»miitler,i«tolBllyiiiilino«ntome— norcouiS 

twe.Tlonnlft™  lnubyra^■k.9o^llnpltmentl'pflo^ 

„re.    Whati-vtr  Hitns  of  iiutayallr  may  nave  been 

evincol  bythw  youiiB  man,  1  have  wiineMed  aoatd 

them,  all hoitph  I  Uavebcen  (tnclly  aiieniive  to  bu 

"In  what  resiHVt?"  raid  the  knight— "and  whil 
u  the  result  uf  your  iibiiervaliDn  !" 

"  Mfanrwer,"  said  ihr  abhul  of  Saint  Bride, "  ttull 
be  Hiic^n-  and  duwnii^lit.  The  voulh  cundewendid 
upon  paymmi  oT  a  cnlain  number  of  »ld  nowni, 
not  by  any  mrana  to  revay  Uw  bi»i|HialJtr  of  the 
chnich  of  Siilnl  Bride,  but  merely-"-— 

father, '  mlerruptcd  tlip  kniBht, '  vtm  maj 

_ _,, ...jnka^SamtBiidt 

rrih:  their  hOMiitaliljr.  In  what  inanner,  jliamoia 
twr/  to  aak,  wM  it  raccived  Iit  this  buy  r 
Wihlb<riitnuMlflrnilei>efa  and  moderation.  d»- 
rir,"  wiJwiTcd  the  abbot ) ''  indeed,  it  appeared  to 
nl  Sn*.  :bal  be  iiii|dit  be  a  truiiblcsume  kumI, 
h'ths  a.iiaiint  of  hilt  beiMvi^^ee  to  the  convent 


ipiieiirins  to  Oiil  I 


It  that  iihorl.  el 


autboiiie.  hii^  ileinandiiw  aucominodation  a 


ypQ  luvc  sratMl  i  neverthdM*,  I  |>rat«-il  to  yoi 

11  rnady,  pmridnl  |  the 


w" 


e.  hii^  ileinandiiw 


tgainil  the  Kinji  of  Eniriaiid, .  _ ,, , 

you  ipTe  mc  lime  to  swallow  a  puiian  rerummciulvd 
by  CelauH  in  mi  pcrikw)  ran,  (u  anawcr  with  tlio 
moit  perfect nuc'litycrery qwntiijii  wliieh  lb<>u i'ani<l 
pnt  to  lun  upon  that  auhjert."  So  Hoyiiifc.  bt  railed 
upon  II  inuiiK  who  had  aiiendeilol  Ilia  kvi'e,  and  Edv- 
iiu|h<m  a  lai^  key,  wbiiuii-iO'J  aniiirtliins  in  Ids  ear. 
Tli«  (i:p  whieh  thenHiiik1>n>URbt,  waiorriichcaiw- 
city  an  proved  ( ^  Itue'e  diauKhl  iwiinrcd  to  huadininia- 
lenril  III  eoniidemblu  quantity,  ami  a  sitting  mnell 
which  it  inrcail  Ihroush  Ihc  apnrtmenl,  accR?dited 
the  kiiightS  eiiainu'ian  that  llu  mi-didno  chi('<1y  coii- 
(iatud  of  what  were  then  ti,rniBd  diaiilled  wiiicn,  a 
un-paraiiun  known  in  ihc  nio'ineln'iu'n  for  raiue  lime 
hl'ire  ihal  I'omiiirlnble  secret  liad  readiei)  iho  laily 
in  ftcneral.  Ilic  abbot,  neilhrr  OTiiraweil  1^  thi> 
Rtmuith  norby  ilienuaiitity  of  the  |H>iiun.  tookitolT 
with  what  lie  himK'lf  wnufd  have  rnllrd  n  tedinR  of 
aolacx  and  phiBAanRc.  anil  hia  voice  became  much 
more  ciHiipuwdi  he  ■i;{niried  hima^lf  ns  eoinlbrii'd  i 
■xlnMilinaiily  by  tliu  mediciiu!.  luid  willins  tu  pro' ! 

him  \tf  hb  f^llanl  yimnic  fyjend. 

"  At  prcwnt,"  laid  the  knight,  "  you  arc  aware, 
bther,  lliat  f  iranHcrs  travelMng  thTau(;1i  this  country. 
inuat  b<>  tba  Ibat  objecta  of  our  auapiciona  ami  ittqui- 
nea.  What  ia,  for  exampin,  your  owti  opinion  of  the 
youth  termcn  Au3natini>,  tha  ran,  or  calling  himeelf 
•0,  of  a  permn  called  Berirniii  the  minntrel,  who  hu 
re«ilr.il  fiir  rome  day*  in  your  cinycnt  I" 

The  aUiol  heard  lhe<iue»tion  with  eyes  expreuivc 
afaurpriae  nl  the  igiiancr  froin  which  it  came. 

"  Aasurvdly,"  aaid  lici  "  I  thiTdi  of  him  aa  a  y-uuih 
who,  Ihun  any  thins  I  huve  aeon,  iaof  Ihateicelleiit 
dia^osrion.  both  with  reapcet  to  loyally  and  relizion, 
which  1  ahonld  hnvu  eipeclod.  were  I  to  judi^  from 
tho  ealimnble  peraon  who  commille<l  nim  lo  my 

With  this  the  abbot  bowed  to  (be  knigiit,  ne  if  he 
had  conceived  thai  this  reparloceave  him  n  Bilencinji 
'lien  I'ould  follow  upon 


P9  ditvoaition,  and  with  reapcet  to  whom  it  would  bo 


That,"  replied  the  abbot,  "  would  hove  been  a 
aio^  of  aelllameiit  contrary  lo  our  vowa.  Whit  a 
noil]  M  the  treaaury  of  Saint  Undsel  cannot,  agitet- 
bly  to  OUT  rule,  be  on  any  account  realored.  But, 
nnble  knight,  there  wa-i  no  occonoD  for  ibia  i  a  erati 
of  white  bread  and  a  dtauglit  of  milk  were  diet  luf- 
flcirnt  tu  nnuriah  tbia  poor  youth  foi  a  day,  and  il 


la.niy  oi 


irilhthei 


Now  heuiion  Id  what  I  t>ay,  Sit  Abbot,  anilu- 
Hwer  me  inilj',"  aaid  the  Knight  of  Valence— "Whii 
communication  haa  tbia  youUi  h^-ld  wiib  Ihe  inmiw 
of  TOUT  Ronvvut.  or  with  (hose  beyond  your  hoiueT 
Svaruli  I'our  memory  concerning  ihia.  and  Itl  me 
hive  n  dialiact  anawer,,fbr  your  gueal'e  aaiety  un 
your  own  depend  iipun  il." 

"Ae  I  am  a  Christian  man,  eaid  the  abboL  'I 
hav..  hacrved  noihini-  wliich  could  give  f;rouDii  fix 
your  \,.ir»hip'»dUsjjirion3.  The  buy  Auguatiiw,  im- 
like  those  whom  I  have  observed  who  have  baa 
'  ■  the  world,  ihoweH  a  marked  prefeience 
-  -  -  ^ny  of  such  aistere  as  the  house  of  Siioi 
Bride  cintnini  rathfi  than  for  that  of  the  monU 
my  brethren,  allhoueh  there  are  among  them  plea- 
aani  and  conversable  men.'' 

''  Scandal,"  Kaid  the  young  knight,  "raigbt  End  a 
cawm  for  that  preferenee." 

"Not  ill  the  case  of  ihe  sistcraof  Saint  Bridgci, 
jaid  the  abbot,  "most  of  wlioni  havo  been  sdia 
aoTcly  misused  by  time,  or  their  comelineu  destrorea 
by  aoine  miahap  previously  vi  their  being  receiva 
into  the  aeclusioo  of  the  house." 

Thia  obaervatiou  ibe  good  father  made  with  sonif 
intcmal  movemani  of  mirth,  which  was  appuendj 
excited  at  the  idea  of  Ihe  sisterhood  of  Saint  Btidftl 
ling  attraclive  lo  any  one  by  dint  of  their  per- 
beauty,  in  which,  it,  it  happcoed.  they  wen  w 

]y,   and,    almosi    ludicroualy.  deficient.     Itw 

ETighih  knight,  to  whom  the  sislorhood  were  nl 


—  . of  the  mAnngal ^- 

leatiica"  conuniMdlha  lidier,  rcMmiM 

hie  gravity,  " is  indied  UaMed  with  s  winniiVBi'l'' 
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mkinff  oomfitii  and  qrllabubs ;  biit,  on  minute  in- 
Hdry,  fdo  not  find  that  the  yoath  hae  tasted  anv  of 
Mm.  Neither  ia  aiater  Uraula  lo  hard-favourad  by 
latura,  as  firom  the  effects  of  an  accident ;  but  your 
Mmonr  knowa  that  when  a  woman  is  ugly,  the  men 
io  not  trouble  themselves  about  the  cause  of  her 
Hard  favour.  I  will  go,  with  your  leave,  and,see  in 
irhat  state  the  youth  now  ia^  and  summon  him  be- 
toreyou."  «..  .   . 

**  I  request  you  to  do  so.  father,  for  the  affair  is  m- 
itant :  and  I  earnestly  advise  yon  to  watch,  in  the 
dosest  manned,  this  Augustine's  behaviour:  youcan- 
not  be  too  particular.  I  will  wait  your  return,  and 
Bither  carry  the  boy  to  the  castle,  or  leave  him  here, 
■sdicnmstances  may  seem  to  require." 

The  abbot  bowed,  promised  his  utmost  exertions, 
isd  hobbled  out  ot  the  room  to  wsit  on  the  youth 
Augustine  in  his  cell,  anxious  to  favour,  if  possible, 
the  wiriies  of  De  Valence,  whom  he  looked  upon  as 
rendered  by  circumstances  his  military  patron. 

He  remained  long  absent,  and  Sir  Aymer  began 
to  be  of  opinion  that  the  delay  was  suspicious,  when 
the  abbot  returned  with  perplexity  and  diMomposurs 
in  his  countenance. 

"  I  crave  your  pardon  for  keeoing  your  worship 
waiting,"  said  Jerome,  with  much  anxiety ;  "  but  I 
have  myself  been  detained  and  vexed  by  unnecessary 
fiirmatitiea  and  scruples  on  the  pert  of  this  peevish 
hoy.  In  the  first  place,  hearing  my  loot  approaching 
his  bedroom,  my  youth,  instead  of^  undoing  the  door, 
whidi  would  have  been  but  proper  respect  to  my 
plsjDe,  on  the  contrary  draws  a  strong  bolt  on  the 
inside ;  and  this  fastening,  forsooth,  has  been  placed 
on  his  chamber  by  Ursulors  command,  that  his  slum- 
bars  mi^t  be  suitably  respected.  I  intimated  to  him 
as  I  best  could,  that  he  must  attend  you  without  de- 
lay, and  prepare  to  accompany  you  to  the  Castle  of 
Douglas ;  but  he  would  not  answer  a  single  word, 
save  recommending  to  me  patience,  to  which  I  was 
fain  to  have  recourse^  as  well  as  your  archer,  whom 
I  found  standing  sentinel  before  the  door  of  the  cell, 
and  contenting  himself  with  the  assurance  of  the 
asters  that  there  was  no  other  passage  by  which  Au- 
gustine could  make  his  escape.  At  length  the  door 
opens,  and  my  young  master  presents  himself  fully 
arrayed  for  his  iourney.  The  truth  is,  I  think  some 
fresh  attack  of  nts  malady  has  afiected  the  youth ; 
he  may  perhaps  be  disturoed  with  some  touch  of 
hypochondria,  or  black  choler,  a  spedae  of  dotage  of 
the  mind  which  is  sometimes  found  concomitant 
with  and  symptomatic  of  this  disorder ;  but  he  is  at 
present  composed,  and  if  your  worship  chooses  to 
see  him.  he  is  at  your  command." 

"  CaU  him  hither,"  said  the  knight.    And  a  consi- 
derable Kwoe  of  time  afmin  elapsei  ere  the  eloquence 
of  the  aobot,  half  chiding  and  half  soothing,  pre- 
vailed on  the  lady,  in  her  adopted  character,  to  ap- 
proach the  parlour,  in  which  at  last  she  made  her 
appearance,  with  a  countenance  on  which  the  marks 
01  tean  might  still  be  discovered,  and  a  pettish  sul- 
lenness,  like  that  of  a  boy,  or,  with  reverence,  that 
of  a  girl,  who  is  determined  upon  taking  her  own 
way  m  any  matter,  and  equally  resolved  to  give  no 
reason  for  her  doing  so.    Her  hurried  lev^  had  not 
prevented  her  attending^  closely  to  all  the  mufiSings 
and  disgoisings  by  which  her  pilgrim's  dress  was 
anranged,  so  as  to  alter  her  appearance,  and  effectu- 
ally disguise  her  sex.    But  as  civility  prevented  her 
wearing  her  large  slouched  hat,  she  necessarily  ex- 
posed her  countenance  more  than  in  the  open  air ; 
and  though  the  knight  beheld  a  most  lovely  set  of 
features,  yet  they  were  not  such  as  were  inconsistent 
with  the  chsracter  she  had  ad(^>ted,  and  which  she 
had  resolved  upon  maintaining  to  the  last  She  had, 
Moordingly,  mustered  up  a  degree  of  courage  which 
was  not  natural  to  her,  and, which  she  perhaps  sup- 
ported by  hopes  which  her  situation  hardly  admitted. 
So  soon  as  she  found  herself  in  the  same  apartment 
with  De  Valence^  she  assumed  a  style  of  manners, 
holder  and  more  determined  than  she  had  hitherto 
displayed. 

Your  worship^"  she  said,  addressing  him  even 
hcfon  he  spoke,  is  a  knight  of  England,  and  pos- 
"Msed,  doubtless,  of  the  virtues  which  become  that 


noble  station.  I  am  an  unfortunate  lad,  obUged,  by 
reasons  which  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  keeping 
secret,  to  travel  in  a  dangerous  country,  where  I  am 
suspected,  without  any  just  causa  of  becoming  acces- 
sory to  plots  and  conspiradea  which  are  contrary  to 
my  own  interest,  and  which  my  very  soul  abhors; 
and  which  I  might  safoly  abjure,  by  imprecating  upon 
myself  all  the  curses  of  our  religion,  and  renouncing 
all  its  promises,  if  I  were  accessory  to  such  designs, 
in  thouf^t,  word,  or  deed.  Nevertheless,  you,  who 
will  not  bdieve  my  solemn  protestations,  are  about  to 

Sroceed  against  me  as  a  Jfuilty  person,  and  in  so 
oing  J  must  warn  you.  Sir  Knight,  that  you  will 

lel     " 


.^» 


commit  a  great  and  cruel  ii^ustice?' 

"I  shall  endeavour  to  avoid  that,^'  said  the  knight, 
"  by  refening  the  duty  to  Sir  John  de  Walton,  the 
governor,  who  will  deode  what  is  to  be  done ;  in  this 
case,  my  only  duty  will  be  to  place  you  in  his  hands 
at  Douglas  Castle." 

'^Must  you  do  this?"  said  Augustine.    • 

"Certainly,"  repUed  the  knight,  "or  be  answerable 
for  neglecting  my  duty." 

"  But  if  I  become  bound  to  answer  your  loss  with  a 
large  sum  of  money,  a  large  tract  of  land" 

"^No  treasure,  no  land,— supposing  such  at  your 
disposal,"  answered  the  knight.  "  can  atone  for  dis- 
grace ;  and  besides,  boy,  how  should  I  trust  to  your 
warrant,  were  my  avance  such  as  would  induce  me 
to  listen  to  such  proposala?" 

"I  must  then  prepare  to  attend  you  instantly  to 
the  Castle  of  Dou|;las  and  the  presence  of  Sir  John 
de  Walton  ?"  replied  Augustinsb 

"  Young  man,"  answered  De  Vslence^  "  there  is 
no  remedy.  sinccL  if  you  delay  me  longer,  I  most 
canyyou  thither  by  force." 

"What  will  be  the  consequence  to  myfother?" 
said  the  youth. 

"That,"  repUed  the  knight,  "will  depend  exactly 
on  the  nature  of  your  confession  and  his ;  something 
you  both  have  to  say,  as  is  evident  from  the  terms  m 
the  letter  Sir  John  de  Walton  conveyed  to  you ;  and  1 
assure  you,  you  were  better  to  speak  it  out  at  once 
than  to  risk  the  consequences  of  more  delay,  i  can 
admit  of  no  more  trifling:  and,  beheve  me,  that  your 
fate  will  be  entirely  nded  by  your  own  frankness  and 
candour." 

I  must  prepare,  then,  to  travsl  at  your  com- 
mand," said  the  youth.  But  this  cruel  disease  still 
hangs  around  me,  and  Abbot  Jerome,  whose  leech- 
craft  is  fiBimous,  wul  himself  assure  you  that  I  can- 
not travel  without  danger  of  my  life;  and  that  while 
I  was  residing  in  this  convent,  I  declined  every  op- 
portunity of  exercise  which  was  offered  me  by  the 
kindness  of  the  garrison  at  Haxelside,  lest  I  mumt  by 
mishap  bring  the  contain  among  your  men.^^ 

"The  youth  says  right,"  said  the  Abbot;  "the 
archers  and  men-at-arms  have  more  than  once  sent 
to  invite  this  lad  to  join  in  nome  of  Uieir  military 
games,  or  to  amuse  tnem»  perhaps,  with  some  of  his 
minstielsey ;  but  he  has  uniformly  dedinod  doing  so ; 
and,  acooniine  to  my  belief,  it  is  the  effects  of  this 
disorder  which  have  prevented  his  accepting  an  in- 
dulgence 80  natural  to  his  age,  and  in  so  dqua  place 
as  the  convent  of  Saint  Bnde  must  needs  seem  to  s 
youth  bred  up  in  the  world." 

"  Do  you  then  hold,  reverend  father,"  said  Sir  Ay- 
mer, "  that  there  is  real  danger  in  carrying  this  yoath 
to  the  castle  to-night,  as  I  proposed  7" 

"I  conceive  such  danger,"  replied  the  Abbot,  "to 
exist,  not  only  as  it  may  occaaion  the  relapse  of  the 
poor  youth  himself  but  aa  particularly  lately,  no  jne- 
parations  having  been  made,  to  introduce  the  inno- 
tion  among  your  honourable  garrison ;  for  it  is  in 
these  relapses^  more  than  in  the  first  violence  of  the 
malady,  that  it  has  been  found  most  contsgioos." 

"  Then,"  said  the  knight,  "  yon  must  be  content, 
my  friend,  to  give  a  share  of  your  room  to  an  ardier, 
by  way  of  sentinel." 

"  I  cannot  object,"  said  Augustine,  "  provided  my 
unfortunate  vicmity  does  not  endanger  the  health  of 
the  poor  soldier." 

"  He  will  be  as  ready  to  do  his  duty,"  said  the  ab- 
bot, "  without  the  door  of  the  apartment  as  within 
it ;  and  if  the  youth  should  sleep  soundly,  which  the 
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pnfMnca  of  a  euard  in  his  chamber  might  prevent, 
he  it  the  more  ukely  to  answer  your  purpose  on  the 
morrow." 

"  Let  it  be  so,"  said  Sir  Aymer :  "  so  yon  are  sure 
that  you  do  not  minister  any  facility  of  escape." 

"  The  apartment,"  said  the  monk,  "  hath  no  other 
antrance  than  that  which  is  guarded  by  the  archer, 
but  to  content  you  I  shall  secure  the  door  in  your 
presence." 

"  So  be  it,  then,"  said  the  knight  of  Valence ;  "  this 
done,  I  myself  will  lie  down  without  doffing  my 
mail-shirt,  and  snatch  a  sleep  till  the  ruddy  dawn 
calls  me  again  to  duty,  when  you,  Augustine,  will 
hold  yourself  ret^y  to  attend  me  to  our  Castle  of 
Douglas." 

The  bells  of  the  convent  summoned  the  inhabit- 
ants and  inmates  of  Saint  Bride  to  morning  prayers 
at  the  first  peep  of  day.  When  this  duty  was  over, 
the  hnight  demanded  tiis  prisoner.  The  abbot  mar- 
shalled him  to  the  door  of  Augustine's  chamber. 
The  sentinel  who  was  stationed  there,  armed  with  a 
bro  wn-bill,or  species  of  partisan,  reported  that  he  had 
beard  no  motion  in  the  apartment  during  the  whole 
night.  The  abbot  tapped  at  the  door,  out  received 
no  answer.  He  knocked  again  louder,  but  the 
silence  was  unbroken  from  witnin. 

"  What  means  this  ?"  said  the  reverend  ruler  of  the 
convent  of  Saint  Bride;  "  my  young  patient  has  cer- 
tainly fallen  into  a  syncope  or  swoon !" 

"I  wish,  Father  Abbot,"  said  the  knight,  "that  he 
may  not  have  made  his  escape  instead,  an  accident 
which  both  you  and  I  may  be  required  to  answer, 
since,  accordmg  to  our  strict  duty,  we  ought  to  have 
kept  sight  of  him,  and  detained  him  in  close  custody 
until  daybreak." 

"I  trust  your  worship^"  said  the  abbot,  "only  an- 
ricipates  a  misfortune  which  I  cannot  thina  possible." 

"We  shall  speedily  see,"  said  the  knight ;  and  rais- 
ing his  voice,  he  called  aloud,  so  as  to  be  heard  with- 
in, "  Bring  crow-bars  and  levers,  and  burst  me  that 
door  into  splinters  without  an  instant's  delay!" 

'The  loudness  of  his  voice,  and  the  stem  tone  in 
which  he  epoka  soon  brought  around  him  the 
brethren  of  the  house,  and  two  or  three  soldiers  of 
his  own  party,  who  were  already  busy  in' caparison- 
ing their  horses.  The  displeasure  of  the  young  knight 
was  manifested  by  his  flushed  features,  and  the  ab- 
rupt manner  in  which  he  again  repeated  his  com- 
mands for  breakingopen  the  door.  This  was  speedily 
performed,  though  it  required  the  apphcation  of  con- 
■derable  strength,  and  as  the  shattered  remains  fell 
crashing  into  the  apartment.  De  Valence  sprung, 
and  the  abbot  hobbled,  into  the  cell  of  the  pnaoner, 
which,  to  the  fulfilment  of  their  worst  suspicions, 
they  found  empty. 


CHAPTER  XI, 

Whera  ii  he  1    Ha«  the  deep  earth  swallow'd  him  T 

Or  htth  h«  melted  like  some  airr  phantom 

That  ahani  Uie  approaeli  of  mom  and  the  foang  aim  T 

Or  haUi  he  wrapt  him  in  Cimmerian  darknem. 

And  paai'd  be/ond  the  circuit  of  the  eight 

WttJ)  itainia  of  the  night'ii  ehadowa  l—AMonfwum. 

Thb  disappearance  of  the  jrouth,  whose  disguise 
and  whose  tate  have,  we  hopeu  inclined  our  readers  to 
take  some  interest  in  him,  will  require  some  explana- 
tion ere  we  proceed  with  the  other  personages  of  the 
■lory,  and  we  shall  set  about  giving  it  accordingly. 

When  Augustine  was  consigned  to  his  cell  for  the 
second  time  on  the  preceding  evening,  both  the  monk 
tod  the  young  Knight  of  Valence  had  seen  the  key 
turned  upon  him,  and  had  heard  him  secure  the  door 
in  the  inside  with  the  bolt  which  had  been  put  on  at 
his  request  by  sister  Ursula,  in  whose  affections  the 
youth  of  Augustine,  his  extreme  handsomeness,  and, 
above  all,  his  indisposition  of  body  and  his  melancholy 
of  mind,  had  gained  him  considerable  interest 

So  soon,  accordingly,  at  Augustine  re-en  toed  his 
spartment,  he  was  greeted  in  a  whisper  by  the  sister, 
who.  dunng  the  interval  of  his  absence,  haid  contrived 
U)  uip  mto  the  ceil,  and  having  tappiced  herself  be- 
htnd  the  uttle  bed,  came  out,  with  great  appearance 
of  )oy,  to  great  the  return  of  the  youth.    The  number 


of  little  attentiooa,  the  dispoaid  of  holly  bougb^  mi 
such  other  evergreens  aa  the  season  penmtted,  ibovid 
the  anxiety  of  the  holy  siaters  to  decorate  the  chs»- 
ber  of  their  guest,  and  the  greetings  of  aster  Umb 
expressed  the  same  friendly  mterest,  st  the 
intimating  that  ahe  was  already  in  some 
possession  of  the  stranger's  mystery. 

As  Augustine  and  the  holy  mtta  were  bosied  ia  a- 
change  of  confidence,  the  extraordinary  diftren 
between  their  countenances  and  their  penooBmm 
have  struck  any  one  who  might  have  been  scddy 
ally  a  witness  of  their  interview.  The  dark  pilgria'i 
robe  of  the  disguised  female,  was  not  a  mnnga  oak- 
trast  to  the  white  woollen  garment  worn  by  the  vg» 
ress  of  Saint  Bride,  than  the  visage  of  the  nun,  tmmd 
with  many  a  ghastly  scar,  and  the  light  of  one  of  he 
eyes  extinguished  for  ever,  causing  it  to  nil  a  m^ 
less  luminary  in  her  head,  waa  to  the  beautifol  oesa- 
tenanoe  of  Augustine,  now  bent  with  a  eonliiVimd 
and  even  affi^tionate  look,  upon  the  extraordiBaY 
features  of  her  companion. 

"You  know,"  said  the  supposed  AiigQsiiae»  "tb 
principal  part  of  my  storv ;  can  yoiL  or  will  yoa,  hat 
me  your  assistance?  If  not,  my  dearest  asto,  yn 
must  consent  to  wimess  my  death,  rather  tkaa  m 
shame.  Yes,  sister  Ursula,  I  will  not  be  paantdm 
by  the  finger  of  scorn,  as  the  thoughtless  maidea  to 
sacrificed  so  much  for  a  young  man,  of  whose  atueb- 
ment  she  was  not  so  well  assured  as  she  otidlit  a 
have  been.  I  will  not  be  dragsed  before  De  WilMa 
for  the  purpose  of  being  compelled,  by  threats  of  l» 
ture,  to  declare  myself  the  female  in  honour  of  i  ' 
he  holds  the  Dangerous  Castle.  No  doubt,  * 
be  glad  to  give  his  hand  in  wedlock  to 
whose  dowry  is  so  ample;  but  who  can  tell  whHks 
he  will  regard  me  with  that  respect  which  everr  •» 
man  would  wish  to  command,  or  i>afdon  that  mU- 
ness  of  which  I  have  been  guilty,  even  thoi^  M 
consequences  have  been  in  his  own  ftvonrT' 

"  Nay,  my  darling  daughter,"  nnawwed  the  tm 
"  comfort  yourself;  tor  in  all  I  can  mid  you,  be  wmmt 
I  will.  My,  means  are  somewhat  more  than  lOfW 
sent  situation  may  express,  and,  be  assund,  ov 
shall  be  tried  to  the  uttermosL  Methinka  I  still  br 
that  lay  which  you  sung  to  the  other  aiaters  and  s^ 
self;  although  I  alone,  touched  by  fedinca  kiadid  o 
youra,  had  the  address  to  comprehend  that  it  ni 
your  own  tale." 

"I  am  yet  surprised,"  said  Augnatine.  apeakiagh 
neath  her  breath.  "  bow  I  had  the  boldneas  to  m 
in  your  ean  the  lay,  which,  in  fact,  was  the  kaie' 
of  my  disgrace." 

"  Alas !  that  you  will  say  so."  retomed  the  aa: 
"  there  was  not  a  word  but  what  reaemUed  iba 
tales  of  love  and  of  high-apirited  daring  wbA  m 
best  minstrels  love  to  celebrate,  and  ue  aahk* 
knights  and  maidena  weep  at  once  and  amileto  hi* 
The  L4uly  Augusta  of  Berkely,  a  great  heiress  i 
ing  to  the  world,  both  in  land  and  naovabfe  , 
becomea  the  King's  ward  by  the  death  of  bar  |a 
rents ;  and  thus  is  on  the  point  of  being  fli^'VB  **9 
in  marriage  to  a  minion  of  the  King  of  Fujlia 
whom  in  these  Scottish  valleya,  we  ecraple  asi* 
call  a  peremptory  tyrant." 

"  1  must  not  say  so^  my  aster,"  said  the  idsn* 
"  and  yet,  true  it  is,  that  the  couain  of  the  ess^ 
parasite  Graviston,  on  whom  the  king  wished  isoi- 
fer  my  poor  hand,  waa  neither  by  birth,  nerit  iv 
circumstance,  worthy  of  auch  an  alliance:  Mm 
time  I  heard  of  the  fame  of  Sir  John  de  Wahoa ;  at 
I  heard  of  it  not  with  the  leas  interest  that  his  feN 
of  chivalry  were  said  to  adorn  a  kniebt,  who,  licka 
every  thing  else,  was  poor  in  worMlyifDoda  ■>■< 
the  smiles  of  fortune.  1  saw  this  Sir  John  da  WilMa 
and  I  acknowledge  that  a  thought,  whieh  had  sbaf 
mtruded  itself  on  my  imagination,  becai 
interview,  by  fineqnent  recurrenoa  more 
more  welcome  to  me.    Methoogfat  that  the 


of  a  powerful  Enghsh  &mUy,  if  she  ooaU  give  >*5 
with  her  hand  such  wealth  aa  the  woiid  ipo«* 
would  more  justly  snd  bonoorably  bestow  it  m  fg^ 
dying  the  errora  of  fortune  in  regaid  to  a  patm 


knight  like  De  Walton,  than  in  patdiinir  the  le^ 
of  a  bootarly  Frenchman,  whose  only  aaaii  vti 
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bdotf  the  kinsmftn  of  a  man  who  was  verv  generally, 
detested  by  the  whole  kingdom  of  England,  excepting 
the  in&tuated  monarch  himself." 

"Nobly  designed,  my  daughter,"  said  the  nan; 
"What  moQB  worthy  of  a  noble  heart,  possessing 
liehesi  beauty,  birth,  and  rank,  than  to  confer  them 
all  upon  indigent  and  chivalrous  merit  1 

'*  Such,  dearest  sister,  was  my  intention,"  replied 
Augustine;  "but  I  have,  perhap&  scarce  sufficiently 
explained  the  manner  in  which  I  meant  to  proceea. 
Bv  the  advice  of  a  minstrel  of  our  house,  the  same 
who  is  now  prisoner  at  Douglas,  I  caused  exhibit  a 
large  feast  upon  Christmas  eve,  and  sent  invitations 
abroad  to  the  young  knights  of  noble  name,  who  were 
known  to  spend  their  leisure  in  quest  of  arms  and  ad- 
▼entures.  When  the  tables  were  drawn,  and  the  feast 
concluded,  Bertram,  as  had  been  before  devised,  was 
called  upon  to  take  his  harp.  He  sung,  receiving 
from  all  who  were  present  the  attention  due  to  a 
minstrel  of  so  much  fame.  The  theme  which  he' 
chose,  was  the  finequent  capture  of  this  Douglas  Cas- 
tla,  or,  as  the  poet  termed  it.  Castle  Dangerous. 
'  Where  are  the  champions  of  the  renowned  Edward 
the  First,'  said  the  minstrel,  *  when  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land caxmbt  furnish  a  man  brave  enough,  or  sum- 
dently  expert  in  the  wars,  to  defend  a  miserable 
hamlet  of  the  North  against  the  Scottish  rebels  who 
have  vowed  to  retake  it  over  our  soldiers*  heads  ere 
the  year  rolls  to  an  end  7  Where  are  the  noble  ladies, 
whose  smiles  used  to  give  countenance  to  the  Knights 
of  Saint  George's  Cross?  Alas  I  the  spirit  of  love 
and  of  chivalry  is  alike  dead  amongst  us— our  knights 
are  limited  to  petty  enterprises— -and  our  noblest 
heiresses  are  given  as  prizes  to  strangers,  as  if  their 
own  country  nad  no  one  to  deserve  them.' — Here 
stopt  the  harp ;  and  I  shame  to  say,  that  J  myself^ 
as  if  moved  to  enthusiasm  by  the  song  of  the  min- 
strel, arose,  and  taking  from  my  neck  the  chain  of 
gold  which  supported  a  crucifix  of  special  sanctity,  I 
made  my  vow^  always  under  the  King's  permission, 
that  I  would  give  my  hand,  and  the  inheritance  of  my 
fitthers,  to  the  good  knight,  being  of  noble  birth  and 
lineage,  who  should  keep  the  Csstle  of  Douglas  in  the 
King  of  England's  name,  for  a  year  and  a  day.  I  sat 
down,  my  dearest  sister,  deafened  with  the  jubilee  in 
which  my  guests  expressed  their  applause  of  my  sup- 
posed patriotism.  Yet  some  degree  of  pause  took 
place  amidst  the  young  knights,  who  might  reason- 
ably hsve  been  supposed  ready  to  embrace  this  oifer, 
although  at  the  risk  of  bemg  encumbered  with 
Augusta  of  Berkely." 

"Shame  on  the  man,"  said  sister  Ursula,  "who 
ahould  think  so  !  Put  your  beauty  alone,  my  dearest, 
into  consideration,  and  a  true  knight  ought  to  have 
embraced  the  dangers  of  twenty  Castles  of  Dougla^ 
rather  than  let  such  an  invaluable  opportunity  of 
gaining  your  favour  be  lost." 

"  It  may  be  that  some  in  reality  thought  so,"  said 
the  pilgrim ;  "  but  it  was  supposed  that  the  king's 
fiivour  might  be  lost  by  those  who  seemed  too  anxious 
to  thwart  his  royal  purpose  upon  his  ward's  hand. 
At  anv  rate,  greatlv  to  my  joy,  the  only  person  who 
availed  himself  of  the  of^r  1  had  made,  was  Sir  John 
de  Walton ;  and  as  his  acceptance  of  it  was  guarded 
b^  a  clause,  saving  and  reserving  the  kin^s  approba- 
tx>n,  I  hope  he  has  not  sufTered  any  diminution  of 
Edward's  favour." 

"Assure  yourself,  noble  and  hii^h-spirited  young 
lady,"  replied  the  nun,  "  that  there  is  no  fear  of  thy 
generous  devotion  hurting  thy  lover  with  the  King  of 
England.  Something  we  hear  conceminj;  worldly 
passages,  even  in  this  remote  nook  of  Samt  Bride's 
cloister ;  and  the  report  goes  among  the  English  sol- 
diers that  their  king  was  indeed  oflfended  at  your  put- 
ting your  will  in  opposition  to  his  own ;  yet,  on  the 
other  hand,  this  preferred  lover.  Sir  John  de  Walton, 
was  a  man  of  such  extensive  fame,  and  your  ofler 
was  so  much  in  the  character  of  better  but  not  for- 
gotten times,  that  even  a  king  could  not  at  the  be- 
ginning of  a  long  and  stubborn  war  deprive  an  errant 
cavalier  of  his  bnde,  if  she  should  be  duly  won  by  his 
•word  and  lance." 

"  Ah  ]  dearest  sister  Ursula  I"  sighed  the  disguised 
pilgrim,  "but^  on  the  other  hanoT  how  much  time 


must  pass  by  in  the  siege,  bv  defeating  which  that 
suit  must  needs  be  advanced  7  While  I  sat  in  my 
ioneljr  castle,  tidings  after  tidings  came  to  astound 
me  with  the  numerous,  or  rather  the  constant  dan- 

Krs,  with  which  my  lover  was  surrounded,  until  at 
igth,  in  a  moment  I  think  of  madness,  I  resolved 
to  set  out  in  this  masculine  disguise;  and  havinff 
myself  with  my  own  eyes  seen  in  what  situation  I 
had  placed  my  knight,  I, determined  to  take  such 
measures  in  respect  to  shortening  the  term  of  his 
trial,  or  otherwise,  as  a  sight  of  Doufdas  Castle,  and 
—why  should  I  deny  it  7— of  Sir  John  de  Walton, 
might  sunest.  Perhaps  you^  my  dearest  sister  may 
not  so  well  understand  mvbemg  tempted  into  flinch- 
ing from  the  resolution  which  I  nad  laid  down  for  my 
own  honour,  and  that  of  my  lover ;  but  consider,  that 
my  resolution  was  the  consequence  of  a  moment  of 
excitation,  and  that  the  course  which  I  adopted  was 
the  conclusion  of  a  long,  wasting,  sickening  state  of 
uncertainty,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  weaken  the 
nerves  wmch  were  once  highly  strung  with  love  of 
my  country,  as  I  thought;  but  m  reahtv,  alas!  with 
fond  and  anxious  feelings  of  a  more  selnsh  descrip- 
tion." 

"  Alas  1"  said  sister  Ursula,  evincing  the  strongeat 
symptoms  of  interest  and  compassion,  "  am  I  the 

Eerson,  dearest  child,  whom  you  suspect  of  insenei- 
ility  to  the  distresses  which  are  the  fruit  of  true  level 
Do  you  suppose  that  the  air  which  is  breathed  within 
these  walls  has  the  property,  upon  the  female  heart, 
of  such  marvellous  fountains  as  they  say  change  into 
stone  the  substances  which  are  immersed  into  their 
waters  1  Hear  my  tale,  and  judge  if  it  can  be  thus 
with  one  who  possesses  my  causes  of  grief.  And  do 
not  fear  for  loss  of  time:  we  must  let  our  ndgh  bouts 
at  Hazelside  be  settled  for  the  evening,  ere  rfumish 
you  with  the  means  of  escape ;  and  von  must  hifve  a 
trusty  guide,  for  whose  fidelity  I  will  be  responsible, 
to  direct  your  path  through  these  woods,  and  protect 
you  in  case  of^any  danger,  too  likely  to  occur  in  these 
troublesome  times.  It  will  thus  be  nigh  an  hour  ere 
you  depart ;  and  sure  I  am  that  in  no  inanner  can 
you  spend  the  time  better  than  in  listening  to  dis- 
tresses too  similar  to  your  own,  and  flowmg  from 
the  source  of  disappointed  affection  which  you  must 
needs  sympathize  with." 

The  distresses  of  the  Lady  Augusta  did  not jprevent 
her  being  in  some  degree  anected  almost  ludicrously 
with  the  singular  contrast  between  the  hideous  coun- 
tenance of  this  victim  of  the  tender  passion,  and  the 
cause  to  which  she  imputed  her  sorrows ;  but  it  was 
not  a  moment  for  giving  way  to  a  sense  of  the  ridi- 
culous, which  would  have  been  in  the  highest  degree 
ofiensive  to  the  sister  of  Saint  Bride,  whose  good- 
will she  had  so  many  reasons  to  conciliate.  She 
readily,  therefore,  succeeded  in  preparing  herself  to 
listen  to  the  votary  with  an  appearance  of  sympathy, 
which  might  reward  that  which  she  had  herself 
experienced  at  the  hands  of  sister  Ursula ;  while  the 
unfortunate  recluse,  with  an  agitation  which  made 
her  ugliness  still  more  conspicuous,  narrated,  nearly 
in  a  whisper,  the  following  circumstances  :— 

"My  misfortunes  commenced  long  before  I  was 
called  sister  Ursula,  or  secluded  as  a  votaress  within 
these  walls.  My  father  was  a  noble  Norman,  who, 
like  manv  of  his  countrymen,  sought  and  found  for- 
tune at  the  court  of  the  King  of  Scotland.  He  was 
endowed  with  the  sheriffdom  of  this  county,  and 
Maurice  de  Hattely,  or  Hautlieu,  was  numbered 
among  the  wealthy  and  powerful  barons  of  Scot- 
land. Wherefore  should  I  deny  it,  that  the  daughter 
of  this  baron,  then  called  Margaret  de  Hautlieu,  was 
also  distinguished  among  the  great  and  fair  of  the 
land?  It  can  be  no  censurable  vanity  which  pro- 
vokes me  to  Bpeak  the  truth,  and  unless  I  tell  it  my- 
self you  could  hardly  suspect  what  a  resemblance  I 
once  Dore  even  to  the  lovely  Lady  Augusta  of  Berkely. 
About  this  time  broke  out  those  unfortunate  feuds  of 
Bruce  and  Baliol,  which  have  been  so  long  the  curse 
of  this  country.  My  father,  determined  in  his  choice 
of  party  by  the  arguments  of  his  wealthy  kinsmen 
at  the  court  of  Edward^  embraced  with  passion  the 
faction  of  the  English  interest,  and  became  one  of 
the  keenest  partisans,  at  first  of  John  Baliol,  and 
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aAerwanis  of  thi^  Kti^lis'.i  monarch.    None  amonK 
the  Anglocised-SrotiKsh,  n>  his  parly  wag  calleu, 
were  so  zealous  as  lie  for  tlie  roil  crosj*,  and  no  one 
was  more  detested  hy  his  countrymen  who  followed 
the  national  standard  of  Saint  Andrew  and  the 
patriot  Wallace.    Among  those  soldiers  of  the  soil, 
Malcolm  Fleming  of  Biggar  wnt*  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  hy  his  nobife  birth,  hi";  high  ncqiiire- 
ments,  and  his  fume  in  chivalr)'.    J  saw  him ;  and 
the  ghastly  spectre  who  now  addresses  vou  must 
not  be  ashamed  to  say,  that  she  loved,  and  was  be- 
loved by,  one  of  the  handsomest  youths  in  Scotland. 
Our  attachment  was  discovered  to  my  father  almost 
ere  we  had  owned  it  to  e:>rh  other,  and  he  was  furi- 
ous both  against  my  lover  and  myself;  he  plaunl 
me  under  trie  charge  of  a  reliinous  w(»man  of  this 
rule,  and  1  was  immured  within  th«'  hon«ie  of  Saint 
Bride,  where  my  father  shameil  not  to  announce  he 
would  cause  me  lo  take  tin;  veil  I »y  force,  unlcs-s  I 
agreed  to  wed  a  youth  bred  at  ihe  English  court,  his 
nephew ;  and,  as  Heaven  had  granteil  him  no  son, 
the  heir,  as  he  had  resolved,  of  the  house  of  Hautlieu. 
I  was  not  long  in  making  my  election.    1  protested 
that  death  should  be  niv  (choice,  rather  than  any 
other  husband  excejiting  Malcolm  Fh.-ming.  Neither 
was  my  lover  less  faithful ;  he  found  means  to  com- 
municate to  me  a  particular  night  on  which  he  pro- 
g)sed  to  attempt   to  storm  the  nunnery  of  Saint 
ride,  and  carry  me  from  hence  to  freedom  and  the 
greenwood,  of  which  Wallace  was  generally  called 
the  king.    In  an  evil  hour    an  hour,  I  think,  of  infa- 
tuation and  witchery— I  siifFererl  the  abbciss  to  whee- 
dle the  secret  out  of  m*>,  which  ]   might  have  been 
sensible  would  ai)pear  more  horribly  Hagilious  to  her 
than  to  any  other  woman  that  breathed;  but  I  had 
not  taken  the  vows,  and  I  ihought  Wallace  and  Fle- 
ming had  the  same  charms  for  every  body  as  for  nw, 
and  the  artful  woman  gave  me  reason  tobelievi?that 
her  lovalty  to  Bruce  was  without  a  flaw  of  suspicion, 
and  she  took  part  in  a  plot,  of  which  my  freedom 
was  the  object.    The  abbess  enicaivd  lo  have  the 
EuK^lish  guiards  removed  to  a  distance,  and  in  ap- 
pearance the  troops  wen'  withdrawn.    Accordingly, 
in  the  middle  of  the  night  a]»pointr<i,  the  window  of 
my  cell,  which  was  two  stories  Iroin  the  ground, 
was  open<Hl  without  noisi' ;  and  never  were  my  eye.<!  j 
more  gladdened  than,  as  ready  disuuised  and  arrayed  ' 
for  tiight,  even  in  a  horseman's  (iress,  like  yourself, 
fairest  Lady  Augupia,  I  saw  Malcolm  Fleming  sprin;^ 
mto  the  apartment.     [!»'  nished  towards  me ;  but  ar 
the  same  time  my  father  with  ten  of  his  strongest 
men  filled  the  room,  and  rrietl  their  war-cry  of  Ha- 
liol.     Blows  were  instantly  dealt  on  ever>'  sidi*.    A 
form  like  a  giant,  however,  apprnrtHl  in  the  midst  of 
the  tumult,  and  distinguished  him.self.  even  to  my 
half-giddy  eye,  by  the  ea.'^e  with  which  he  bore  ilown 
and  dispersed  those  who  fought  against  our  fniHloni. 
My  father  alone  offered  an  oj)position  which  threat- 
ened to  prove  fatal  to  him ;  tor  Wallace,  it  was  said,  j 
could  foil  any  two  martial  champions  that  ever  drew  | 
sword.     Brushing  from  him  the  armed  men,  as  a  ; 
lady  would  drive  away  with  her  fan  a  swarm  of 
troublesome  flies,  he  secured  me  in  one  arm,  used 
his  other  for  our  mutual  iirotection,  and  I  foimd 
myself  in  the  act  of  being  borne  in  safety  down  the  j 
ladder  by  which  my  deliverers  had  ascended  from  ' 
without ; — but  an  evil  fate  awaiteii  this  attempt.  I 

•'Mv  father,  whom  the  Champion  of  Scotland  had  j 
iparea  for  my  sake,  or  rather  for  Fleming's,  gaini^l : 
by  his  victor's  compassion  and  lenilv  a  fearful  advan-  ; 
tage,  and  made  a  remorseless  usi^  of  it.  Having  only 
hia  leit  hand  to  oppose  to  the  maniac  attempts  of  my 
father,  even  the  strength  of  Wallace  couhl  not  pre- 
vent tne  assailant,  with  all  theenergy  of  desperation, 
from  throwing  down  the  ladder,  on  which  his  daugh- 
ter was  perched  like  a  dovp  in  the  grasp  of  an  eagle. 
The  champion  saw  our  danger,  and  exerting  his  ini- 
mitable strength  and  agility,  cleared  himself  and  me 
from  the  ladder,  and  leap^-d  free  of  the  moat  of  the 
convent,  into  which  we  must  otherwise  have  been 
precipitated.  The  Champion  of  Scotland  was  saved 
m  the  desperate  atttnnpt,  but  I.  who  fell  among  a 
heap  of  atones  and  rubbish.  I.  the  disolredient  daugh- 
ter, well  nigh  the  apostate  vestal,  waked  only  from  a 


long  bed  of  sickness,  to  find  myself  the  disfieursd 
wretch  which  you  now  see  me.  I  then  learned  thai 
I  Malcolm  had  escaped  from  the  fray,  and  shortly 
after  I  heard,  with  feelings  less  keen  perhaps  than 
they  ought  to  have  been,  tliat  my  father  '.-^s  slain  in 
one  of  the  endless  battles  which  look  place  between 
the  contending  factions.  If  he  had  lived,  I  mi?lit 
have  siibmitteti  to  the  compleiion  of  my  fate;  bui 
since  he  was  no  more,  I  felt  that  it  would  Ik-  a  pre- 
ferable lot  to  be  a  b«;gar  in  the  sir(*!ld  of  a  Scotn«h 
village,  than  an  Abbess  in  this  miserable  house  o! 
Saint  Bride  J  nor  was  even  that  poor  object  of  ambi- 
tioii,  on  which  my  father  used  to  expatiate  when 
desirous  of  persuading  tiik  to  enter  the  nioiia?tK' 
statf.  by  milder  means  than  throwing  me  ofl"  ilii* 
battlement.*,  long  open  to  me.  The  ofd  ablx^s  (lied 
of  a  cold  caught  the  evening  of  the  fray;  and  iht 
place,  which  might  have  been  kept  open  until  1  was 
i-ajiable  of  filling  it,  was  disposcfl  of  otherwise,  when 
the  Englii*h  tlur.ighl  fit  to  reform,  as  they  terinii.l  it. 
the  discipline  of  tlie  house;  and,  instead  of  electiii:;  a 
new  abbes.<,  sent  hither  two  or  lhn,*e  friendly  m«inki. 
who  have  now  the  absolute  government  of  the  I'oni- 
inunity,  and  weld  it  entirely  according  to  xhr  plea- 
sure of  tlu-  English.  But  I,  for  one,  who  have  ha.i 
the  honour  to  l)f  supported  by  the  arms  of  the  Cham- 
pion of  my  counirv,  will  not  remain  here  to  In?  coiii- 
manded  by  this  Aonot  Jerome.  I  will  go  f«irih,  uur 
do  I  firar  to  find  relations  and  friends,  who  will  pro- 
vide a  more  fitting  place  of  refuge  fur  Margart-i  dc 
Ilautlieu  than  the  eonvr.nt  of  Saint  Bride;  you,  to:-, 
dearest  lady,  shall  ob:ain  your  freedom,  arid  it  will 
ho.  wt-Il  to  leave  such  infofmulion  as  will  make  Sir 
John  de  Walton  aware  of  the  devotion  with  which 
his  happy  fate  has  inspired  you." 

"It  IS  not,  then,  your  own  intention."  s^id  the 
Lady  Augusta,  "  to  return  into  the  world  aguin,  anii 
you  arc  about  to  renounce  the  lover,  in  a  linion  witli 
whom  you  and  he  once  saw  your  joml  happiness  ?" 

'*  It  IS  a  question,  my  ilearest  child,"  said  s-isit-r 
rrsula,  "  which  I  dare  not  ask  myself,  and  to  wbicii 
I  am  absoluirly  uncertain  what  answer  I  should 
return.  I  have'  not  taken  the  final  and  irrevocalilt 
v(»ws  ;  I  have  done  nothing  to  alter  my  situarioa 
with  nuard  to  Malcolm  Fleming.  He  also,  by  ih-. 
vows  plighted  in  the  Chancery  of  Hea\en,  is  !n> 
affianced  bridei^rooui,  nor  am  I  conscious  that  1 1'>-= 
des«:rve  his  faith,  in  any  rcsi^ect  now,  than  at  tlu* 
moment  when  it  was  plefiged  to  me  ;  but,  I  confc*i!, 
deare>t  lady,  thai  r'lMioura  have  reachwl  ine,  wlLch 
Rtins:  me  to  the  quick  ;  the  reports  of  my  wounds  and 
scars  are  said  to  have  estranged  the  Knighlof  my 
choice.  I  am  now  indeed  iwor,"  she  added,  with  a 
sigh.  "  and  1  am  no  longer  possessed  of  those  psr- 
S4jnal  charms,  which  they  say  attract  the  love,  and 
fix  the  fidelitv,  of  the  other  sex.  I  teach  myself 
therefore,  to  imnk^in  my  moments  of  settled  resolu- 
tion, that  all  betHixt  me  and  Malcolm  Fleming  is  it 
an  end,  saving  good  wishes  on  the  part  of  both  to- 
wards the  other;  and  yet  there  is  a  sensation  in  mj 
bosom  which  whispers,  in  spite  of  my  reason,  that  if 
I  absolutely  believed  tliat  which  I  now  say,  there 
would  l»e  no  object  on  earth  worthy  my  living  for  in 
onier  to  attain  if.  This  insinuating  prppossession 
whispers  to  my  secret  soul,  and  in  very  opposition  tn 
my  reason  and  understanding,  that  Malcolm  FIcm* 
ing,  who  could  jiledi^e  his  all  upon  the  service  of  hw 
country,  is  incapable  of  nouiishing  the  versatile 
affiTtion  of  an  ordinary,  a  coarse,  or  ii  venal  charac- 
ter. Mothinks,  were  the  difference  upon  his  part 
ins»ead  of  mine,  he  would  not  lose  his  interest  in  my 
eyes,^  be<'ause  he  was  seamed  with  honourable  scars, 
obtained  in  asserting  the  freedom  of  his  choioe,  but 
that  such  wounds  would,  in  my  opinion,  add  to  his 
merit,  whatever  they  took  away  from  his  penona! 
comelinc.os.  Ideas  rise  on  my  soul,  as  if  Maloolin 
and  Margaret  might  ^'ct  he  to  each  other  all  that  iheir 
artections  once  anticipated  with  no  much  aecnrity, 
and  that  a  change,  which  took  nothing  from  ibf" 
honour  and  virtue  of  the  belored  person,  must  rather 
add  to,  than  diminish,  the  charms  of  the  anion. 
Look  at  me,  dean^st  Lady  Angusta !— look  mcHfrov 
have  courage— full  in  the  face,  and  tell  mevrfaethar  1 
do  not  rave  when  my   fancy  is   thus  coDVtftuii 
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ibilides  into  that  which  is  nataral  and 


lie." 

The  lady  of  Berkely,  oonadoua  of  the  neceaaity, 
raiaed  her  eyea  on  the  unfortunate  nun,  afraid  of 
loflinK  her  own  chance  of  deliverance  by  the  mode 
IB  wnicb  she  ahould  oondoct  herself  in  thiscriaia; 
yet  not  willing  at  the  aame  time  to  flatter  the  unfor- 
tunate Uraida.  with  auggeating  ideas  for  which  her 
own  eenae  tola  her  she  could  hardly  find  any  rational 
gronnda.  But  her  imagination,  atored  with  the  nun- 
etrelaey  of  the  time,  brought  back  to  her  recollection 
the  Loathly  Lady  in  "^The  Marriage  of  Sir  Oa- 
wBin,"  and  ahe  conducted  her  reply  in  the  following 
muiner  t""- 

'*  YoH  ask  me,  my  dear  Lady  Maraaret,  a  trying 
4iaearioii,  which  it  would  be  unfriendly  to  answer 
otherwiae  than  aincerely,  and  most  cruel  to  anawer 
with  too  much  raahness.  It  is  true,  that  what  is 
caUed  beantv,  ia  the  first  quslity  on  which  we  of  the 
weaker  sex  learn  to  set  a  value ;  we  are  flattered  by 
the  imputation  of  personal  charms,  whether  we  actu- 
ally posaeaa  them  or  not :  and  no  doubt  we  learn  to 
place  upon  them  a  great  deal  more  consequence  than 
in  reality  is  found  to  belong  to  them.  ^  Women,  how- 
ever, even  such  as  are  held  by  their  own  se^  and 
perfaapa  in  secret  by  themselves,  as  devoid  of  all  pre- 
Cenaions  to  beauty,  have  been  known  to  become, 
from  their  understanding,  their  talents,  or  their  ac- 
oomplishmenta  the  undoubted  objects  of  the  warmest 
atuchment  Wherefore  then  should  you,  in  the  mere 
rashneaa  of  your  apprehension,  deem  it  impossible 
that  your  Malcolm  Fleming  ahould  be  made  of  that 
porcelain  clay  of  the  earth,  which  deepises  the  passing 
eaptivatione  of  outward  form,  in  comparison  to  the 
charms  of  true  aflection,  and  the  excellence  of  talents 
andvirtuer*  .    .    ,^     ^ 

The  nun  pressed  her  companion's  nana  to  her 
boaom,  and  anawered  her  with  a  deep  sigh. 

"  I  fear,"  she  said,  "  you  flatter  me  ;  and  yet,  m  a 
ciisia  like  this,  it  does  one  good  to  be  nattered,  even 
aa  oordiala,  otherwise  dangerous  to  the  constitution, 
are  wisely  given  to  support  a  patient  through  a  parox- 
ysm of  agony,  and  enable  nim  to  endure  at  least 
what  they^^nnot  cure.  Answer  only  one  question. 
uid  it  will  bTtime  wa  drop  this  conversation.  Could 
you,  sweet  lady— vou  upon  whom  fortune  has  be- 
stowed so  many  cnarms^-could  any  aigument  make 
you  patient  under  the  irretrievable  loss  of  your  per- 
sonal advantages,  with  the  concomitant  loss^  aa  m 
my  case  is  most  probable,  of  that  lover  for  whom 
yoo  have  already  done  so  much  1"  .        •     j 

The  English  lady  cast  her  eyea  again  on  her  fnend, 
and  could  not  help  shuddering  a  little  at  the  thought 
of  her  own  beautinil  countenance  being  exchanged  for 
the  aeamed  and  scarred  featurea  of  theXady  of  Haut- 
lieu,  irregularly  lighted  by  the  beams  of  a  single  eye. 

"  Believe  me,"  she  said,  looking  solemnly  upwards. 
"  that  even  in  the  case  which  you  suppose,  I  would 
not  sorrow  so  much  for  myself,  as  I  would  for  the 
poor-«pirited  thoughts  of  the  lover  who  could  leave 
me  becauae  those  transitory  charms  (which  must  m 
any  case  ere  long  take  their  departure)  had  flod  ere 
yet  the  bridal  dajr.  It  is,  however,  concealed  by  the 
decreaa  of  Providence,  in  what  manner,  or,  to  what 
extent,  other  persons,  with  whose  disposition  wo 
are  not  fully  acquainted,  may  be  aflected  by  such 
changea.  I  can  only  assure  you  that  my  hopes  go 
with  ^oura,  and  that  there  ia  no  difficulty  which  shall 
remam  in  ^ourpath  in  future,  if  it  is  m  my  power 
to  remove  It.— Hark  I" 

"  It  is  the  aignal  of  our  freedom,"  replied  Ursula, 
giving  attention  to  something  reaembling  the  whoop 
of  the  night  owl.  "  We  must  prepare  to  leave  the 
convent  in  a  few  minutes.  Have  you  any  thing  to 
take  with  you  1" 

"  Nothing,"  answered  the  lady  of  Berkely,  "  except 
the  few  valuables,  which  I  scarce  know  why  I  brought 
vrith  me  on  my  flight  hither.  This  scroll,  which  I 
shall  leave  behind,  givea  my  faithful  mmstrel  permis- 
Bon  to  save  himsdf^  by  confessine  to  Sir  John  de 
Walton  who  the  peraon  really  ia  whom  he  haa  had 
within  hia  reach." 

"  It  is  strange,"  aaid  the  novice  of  Saint  Bride, 

*  through  what  extraordinary  labyrinths  this  Love, 


this  WiU-of-the-Wiap,  guides  his  votaiiea.  Take 
heed  aa  you  deaoend ;  thia  trapdoor,  carsfoUy  eonceal> 
ed,  curiously  jointed  and  oiled,  leads  to  a  aecvat  pos- 
tom,  where  I  conceive  the  horses  alieady  wait,  which 
will  enable  us  speedily  to  bid  adieu  to  Saint  Bride's— 
Heaven's  blessing  on  her,  and  on  her  convent !  We 
can  have  no  advantage  from  any  light,  untU  ws  an 
in  the  open  air." 

During  thia  time,  aister  Ursula,  to  give  her  for  the 
last  time  her  conventual  name,  exchanged  her  stolsb 
or  loose  upper  garment,  for  the  more  auccinct  closk 
and  hood  of  a  horseman.  $he  led  the  vray  through 
divere  passagea,  atudioualy  complicated,  until  me 
Lady  of  Berkelv.  with  throbbing  heart,  atood  in  the 
pale  and  doubtful  moonlight,  which  waa  shining  with 
gray  uncertainty  upon  the  walls  of  the  ancient  oiuld- 
mg.  The  imitation  of  an  owlet's  cry  directed  them 
to  a  neighbouring  large  elm,  and  on  approaching  it, 
they,  were  aware  of  three  horsea,  held  by  one,  con- 
cerning whom  they  could  only  aee  that  ne  was  tall, 
strong,  and  accoutred  in  the  dresa  of  a  man-at-arme. 
'  The  aooner,"  he  said,  "  we  are  gone  from  this 

Elace,  Lady  Msrgaret,  it  is  so  much  the  better.  You 
ave  onlv  to  direct  the  course  which  we  shall  hold." 
I^ady  Margaret' a  answer  was  given  beneath  her 
breath  ;  and  replied  to  vnth  a  caution  from  the  guide 
to  ride  slowly  and  ailently  for  the  firat  quarter  of  an 
hour,  by  which  time  inhabited  placea  would  be  left  at 
a  distance. 


CHAPTER  XIL 

OasAT  was  the  astonishment  of  the  young  Knight 
of  Valence  and  the  reverend  Father  Jerome,  when, 
upon  breaking  in  to  the  cell,  they  discovered  the  youth-  ' 
fill  pilgnm'a  abaence;  and,  from  the  garmenta  which 
were  Teft^  aaw  every  reason  to  think  that  the  one- 
eyed  novice,  sister  Ursula,  had  accompanied  him  in 
hia  escape  from  cuatody.  A  thousand  thoughts 
thronged  upon  Sir  Aymer,  how  shamefully  henad 
suflered  himself  to  be  outwitted  by  the  artinces  of  a 
boy  and  of  a  novice. ,  Hia  reverend  companion  in 
error  felt  no  less  contrition  for  having  recommended  . 
to  the  knight  a  mild  exercise  of  his  authority.  Fa- 
ther Jerome  had  obtained  his  preferment  aft  abbot 
upon  the  faith  of  his  zeal  for  the  cause  of  the  English 
monarch;  with  the  aflected  interest  in  which  he  wss 
at  a  loas  to  reconcile  his  proceedings  of  the  last  night. 
A  hurried  inquiry  took  place,  from  which  little  could 
be  learned,  save  that  the  young  pilgrim  had  moat 
certainly  gone  off  with  the  Lady  Margaret  de  Haut- 
lieu,  an  incident  at  which  the  females  of  the  convent 
expressed  surprise  mingled  with  a  great  deal  of  hor- 
ror; while  that  of  jhe  males,  whom  the  news  soon 
reached,  was  qualified  with  a  degree  of  wonder, 
which  seemed  to  be  founded  upon  the  very  difierent 
personal  appearance  of  the  two  fugitivea. 

*'  Sacral  Virgin,"  said  a  nun,  who  could  have 
conceived  the  hopeftil  votaress,  sister  Ursula,  so 
latelv  drowned  in  tears  for  her  father's  untimely  late, 
capable  of  eloping  with  a  boy  acarce  fourteen  years 
old  !" 

"  And,  holv  Samt  Bride !"  said  the  Abbot  JeroDM^ 
"  what  could  have  made  so  handsome  a  young  man 
lend  his  arm  to  aasist  such  a  nightmare  aa  sister  Ur- 
sula in  the  commission  of  so  great  an  enormity  7 
Certainly  he  can  neither  plead  temptation  nor  aeduc- 
tion,  but  must  have  gone,  as  the  worldly  phrase  ia,— 
to  the  devil  with  a  dishclout.'| 

"  I  must  diq>er8e  the  soldiers  to  pursue  the  fugi- 
tives," said  De  Valence,  "  unless  this  letter,  which 
the  pilgrim  must  have  left  behind  him,  ahall  con- 
tain some  explanations  respecting  our  mysterious 
prisoner." 

After  viewingthe  contents  with  some  surprijBe^  he 
read  aloud,— "The  underaigned,  late  residing  in  the 
house  of  Saint  Bride,  do  you.  Father  Jerome,  the 
abbot  of  said  houae,  to  know,  that  finding  you  were 
disposed  to  treat  me  aa  a  prisoner  and  a  apy,  in  the 
aanctuary  to  which  you  had  received  me  aa  a  dia- 
tressed  person,  I  have  resolved  to  use  my  natural 
liberty,  with  which  you  have  no  right  to  inteifere, 
and  therefore  have  withdrawn  myself  firom  yovr 
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•bbacy.  'MoraoTer,  finding  that  the  novice  called  in 
your  convent  aiater  Ursula  (who  hath,  by  monaatic 
rule  and  diadpline,  a  fair  title  to  return  to  the  world 
unless  she  is  pleaaed,  after  a  year's  noviciate,  to  pro- 
fess herself  sister  of  your  order)  is  determined  to  use 
such  privilege,  I  ioyfuliy  take  the  opportunity  <X  her 
company  in  this  per  lawful  resolution,  as  being  what 
is  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  God,  and  the  precepts 
of  Saiot  Bride,  which  gave  you  no  authority  to  detain 
any  person  in  your  convent  by  force,  who  hath  not 
taken  upon  her  irrevocably  the  vows  of  the  order. 

"  To  you,  Sir  John  de  Walton,  and  Sir  Aymer  de 
Valence,  knights  of  Ens^and,  commanding  the  gar- 
rison of  Douglas  Dale,  I  have  only  to  say.  that  you 
have  acted  and  are  acting  against  me  under  a  mys- 
tery, the  solution  of  which  is  comprehended  in  a 
secret  known  only  to  my  faithful  nunstrel,  Bertram 
of  the  many  Lays,  as  whose  son  I  have  found  it  con- 
venient to  pass  myself.  But  as  I  cannot  at  this  time 
prevail  upon  myself  personally  to  discover  a  secret 
which  cannot  well  be  unfolded  without  feelings  of 
ahame,  I  not  only  give  permission  to  the  said  Benram 
the  minstrel,  but  I  charge  and  command  him,  that  he 
tell  to  you  the  purpose  with  which  I  came  originallv 
to  the  Castle  of  Douglas.  When  this  is  discovered, 
it  will  only  remain  to  express  my  feelings  towards  the 
two  knignts,  in  return  for  the  pain  and  agony  of 
mind  which  their  violence  and  threats  of  further 
severities  have  occasioned  me. 

"  And  first,  respecting  Sir  Aymer  de  Valence,  I 
freely  and  wilUnglv  forgive  him  for  bavins  been  in- 
volved in  a  mistake  to  which  I  myself  led  the  way, 
and  I  ahall  at  all  times  be  happy  to  meet  with  him  as 
an  acquaintance,  and  never  to  think  farther  of  his 
part  in  these  few  days'  history,  saving  as  matter  of 
mirth  and  ridicule. 

"  Bnt  re8(>ecting  Sir  John  de  Walton,  I  must 
request  of  him  to  consider  whether  his  conduct  to- 
wards me,  standing  as  we  at  present  do  towards 
each  other,  is  such  as  he  himself  ought  to  foiget,  or 
I  ought  to  forgive ;  and  I  trust  he  will  understand 
me  when  I  tell  nun  that  all  former  connexions  must 
faeoosforthbe  at  an  end  between  him  and  the  sl^>posed 

"  AUOUSTINI." 

This  is  madness,"  said  the  abbot,  when  he  had 
read  the  letter, — "  very  midsummer  madness ;  not 
nnfrequently  an  accompaniment  of  this  pestilential 
disoise,  and  I  should  do  well  in  requiring  of  those 
soldiers  who  shall  first  apprehend  this  youth  Au- 
gustine, that  they  reduce  his  victuals  immedistely  to 
water  and  bread,  takinf^  care  that  the  diet  do  not 
«zceed  in  measure  what  is  necessary  to  sustain  na- 
tnre ;  nay,  I  should  be  warranted  by  the  learned,  did 
1  recommend  a  sufficient  intermixture  of  flagellation 
vrith  belts,  siimip-leathers,  or  surcingles  and  fail- 
ing those,  with  riding- whips,  switches,  and  the  like." 

^'  Hush  !  my  reverend  father,"  said  de  Valence,  "a 
light  begins  to  break  in  upon  me.  John  de  Walton, 
iTmy  suspicion  be  true,  would  sooner  expose  his 
own  flesh  to  be  hewn  from  his  bone&  than  have  this 
Augustine's  finger  stung  by  a  gnat.  Instead  of  treat- 
ins  this  youth  as  a  madman,  L  for  mv  own  part, 
will  be  contented  to  avow,  that  I  myseu  have  been 
bewitched  and  fascinated ;  end  by  my  honour,  if  I 
send  out  ray  attendants  in  quest  of  the  fugitives,  it 
afaoall  be  with  the  strict  charge;  that,  when  appre- 
hended;  they  treat  them  with  all  respect,  and  protect 
them,  if  they  object  to  return  to  this  house,  to  anv 
honourable  place  of  refuge  which  they  may  desire." 

"  I  hope,'*  said  the  abbot,  looking  strangely  con- 
ftised,  ^'I  shall  be  first  heard  in  behalf  of  the  church 
concerning  this  aflfair  of  an  abducted  nun  7  You  see 
yourself  Sh*  Knight,  that  this  scapegrace  of  a  min- 
strel avouches  neither  repentance  nor  contrition  at 
his  share  in  a  matter  so  flagitious." 

"  Yoa  shall  be  secured  an  opportunity  of  being 
fiilly  heard,"  replied  the  knight,  **if  you  shall  find  at 
last  that  you  really  desire  one.  Mean  lime,  I  must 
back,  without  a  moment's  delay,  to  inform  Sir  John 
de  Walton  of  the  turn  which  afifairs  have  taken. 
Farewell,  reverend  father.  By  my  honour,  we  may 
wish  each  other  joy  that  we  nave  escaped  from  a 
troublesome  charge,  which  brought  as  much  terror 


with  it  as  the  phantoms  of  a  feaifol  dream,  and  9 
yet  found  capable  of  beinf  dispelled  by  a  cm  si 
simple  as  that  of  awakeung  the  sleeper.  Bnt,  kf 
Saint  Bride!  both  churchmen  and  laymen  are  bodM 
to  sympathize  with  the  unfortunate  Sir  John  di 
Walton.  I  tell  thee,  father,  that  if  this  letia*- 
touching  the  missive  with  his  finger  **  is  10  bs  coa- 
strued  hterally^  as  far  as  respecu  him,  he  is  the  ma 
most  to  be  piued  betwixt  the  brink  of  Solway  tad 
the  place  where  we  now  sund.  Suspend  thy  on- 
osity,  most  worthy  churchman,  lest  there  sbood  bi 
more  in  this  matter  than  I  myself  see;  so  that,  wtdi 
thinking  that  I  have  lighted  on  the  tme  ezplanstinB, 
I  may  not  have  to  acknowledge  that  I  nave  bea 
asain  leading  you  into  error. — Soand  to  hone 
lib !"  he  called  out  from  the  window  of  the 
ment ;  "  and  let  the  party  I  brouRht  hither 
to  scour  the  woods  on  their  return?' 

"By  my  faith !"  said  Father  Jerome,  "I  amiigki 
glad  that  this  young  nut-cracker  is  going  to  hew 
me  to  my  own  meditation.  I  hate  when  a  ywv 
person  pretends  to  understand  whatever,  Me^ 
while  his  betters  are  obliged  to  confeea  that  it  a  ifl  1 
mystery  to  them.  Such  an  assaroptiDn  is  fits  flat 
oithe  conceited  fool,  sister  Ursala,  who  preteodedn 
read  with  a  single  eye  a  manuscript  which  I  nmdf 
could  not  find  mtelugible  with  the  assiscanee  01  ay 
^)ectacles."  

This  might  not  have  quite  pleaaed  the  nag 
knight,  nor  was  it  one  of  those  truths  whia  m 
abbot  would  have  chosen  to  deliver  in  his  besia| 
But  the  knight  had  ahaken  hira  by  the^hani  •■ 
adieu,  and  was  already  at  Hazelaide^  issuing  p«iii» 
lar  ordera  to  little  troops  of  the  arcnera  and  otkn 
and  occasionally  chiding  Thomas  Dicksoa.  «k 
with  a  d^^ee  of  curiosity  which  the  Knghsh  wf^ 


was  not  very  willing  to  excuse,  had  been 

ing  to  get  some  account  of  the  occurrences  of  ib 

nieht 

^'  Peace,  fellow !"  he  said,  "  and  mind  tlune  eei , 
business,  being  well  assured  that  the  hour  wiQ  em 
in  which  it  will  require  all  the  attention  tboacac 
give,  leaving  others  to  take  care  of  their  own  sfist* 

"  If  I  am  suspected  of  any  thine,"  auaauul  M- 
son,  in  a  tone  rather  dogmd  and  sonr  than  olk^ 
wise,  "  methmks  it  werebut  fair  to  let  me  laa* 
what  accusation  is  brought  sgainat  me.  I  need  as , 
tell  you  that  chivalry  prescribes  that  a  knight  ibsai 
not  attack  an  enemy  undefied." 

"When  you  are  a  knight,"  answered  Sir  Ayna^ 
Valence,  it  will  be  time  enough  lor  me  to  rsda 
with  you  uj9on  the  points  of  form  due  to  yoa  by  ai 
laws  of  chivalry.  Mean  while,  you  had  best  at  at 
know  what  share  you  have  had  in  playing  of,ar 
martial  phantom  which  sounded  the  retM*" 
slogan  of^Douglas  in  the  town  of  that  namsT* 

*U  know  nothing  of  what  yoa  ape 
the  goodman  of  Hazelside. 

"  See  then,"  said  the  knight,  ^  that  yoa  dp  « 
engage  yourself  in  the  afifairs  of  other  peopk 
if  your  conscience  warranta  that  you  are  ■  ao 
from  your  own." 

So  saying  he  rode  o^  not  waiting  any  1 
The  ideas  which  filled  his  head  were  to  the  foUomg 
purpose. 

"  I  know  not  how  it  ia,  bnt  one  mist  seena  a 
sooner  to  clear  away,  than  we  find  oarsdvei  * 
gaged  in  another.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  ita 
disguised  damsel  is  no  other  than  the  goddass  a 
Walton's  private  idolatry,  who  has  cost  him  and  ai 
so  much  trouble,  and  some  certain  degree  of  ui  am 
derstanding  during  these  last  weeks.  By  my  hoaoo^ 
this  fair  liuly  is  right  lavish  in  the  paidoa  vain 
she  has  so  frankly  oestowed  upon  me.  and  i '  ^ 
willing  to  be  leas  complaisant  to  Sir  John 
ton,  why  then^And  what  then  7— It  snrelT  *  ^ 
infer  that  she  would  receive  me  into  that  plaoe  a  ha 
affections,  from  which  she  has  just  expdka  Dr 
Walton?  Nor,  if  she  did,  couM  1  avail  myself  of  > 
chanse  in  favour  of  myselii  at  the  ezpenae  of  af 
friend:  and  compamon  in  arma.  It  were  a  fclhe<v 
to  dream  of  a  thing  so  impiobable.  But  vaa  n- 
spect  to  the  other  bvoinesa,  9*  is  wonfa  "pM 
sideration.    Von  Sexton  letms  to  have  tm^ 
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•117  with  dead  bodies,  until  he  ii  unfit  for  the  society 
i  toe  Iivin«;  and  as  to  that  Dickson  of  Haxelside, 
8  thov  call  hinu  there  is  no  attempt  agsiost  the 
Snglisn  during  these  endless  wars  in  which  that 
Ban  haa  Hot  been  concerned ;  had  my  Ufe  depended 
pon  it,  I  could  not  have  prevented  myself  fiom  in- 
mating  my  suspicions  ot  him,  let  him  take  it  as  he 
sts." 

So  Bfiying.  the  knicht  spurred  his  horsoi  and  airiv- 
ig  at  Douglas  Castle  without  ferther  adventure^  de- 
umded,  in  a  tone  of  greater  cordiality  than  he  had 
f  late  used,  whether  he  could  be  admitted  to  Sir 
shn  de  Walton,  having  something  of  consequence 
>  rsport  to  him.  He  was  immediately  ushered  into 
D  apartment,  in  which  the  governor  was  seated  at 
is  solitary  breakfast.  Considering  the  terms  upon 
rbich  they  had  lately  stood,  the  governor  of  Douglas 
^e  was  Bonoewhat  surprised  at  the  easy  familiarity 
rith  which  De  Valence  now  approached  nim. 
"  Some  uncommon  news,"  said  Sir  John,  rather 
ravelv,  *'  have  brought  me  the  honour  of  Sir  Aymer 
B  Valence's  company." 

"It  is,"  ajMwered  Sir  Aymer,  "what  seems  of 
ig^  importance  to  your  interest,  Sir  John  de  Walton, 
Dd  therefore  I  were  to  blame  if  I  lost  a  moment  in 
Dmmunicating  it" 

"I  shall  be  proud  to  profit  by  your  intelligence," 
lid  Sir  John  de  Walton. 

"And I  too,"  aaki  the  young  knight,  "  sm  loath  to 
we  the  cfedit  of  having  penetrated  a  mystery  which 
linded  Sur  John  de  Welion.  At  the  same  time,  I  do 
ot  wish  to  be  thought  capable  of  jesting  with  you, 
rhich  mifEcht  be  the  case,  were  I,  from  misapprehen- 
bn,  to  give  a  false  key  to  this  matter.  With  your 
•raiission  then,  we  will  proceed  thus:  We  go  toge- 
ber  to  the  place  of  Bertram  the  minstrel's  confine- 
lent.  I  have  in  my  possession  a  scroll  from  the 
oung  person  who  was  intrusted  to  the  care  of  the 
Lbbot  Jerome :  it  is  written  in  a  delicate  female  hand, 
nd  gives  authority  to  the  minstrel  to  declare  the 
orpose  which  brought  them  to  this  vale  of  Douglas." 
*'  It  must  be  as  you  aay,"  said  Sir  John  de  Walton, 
'  although  I  can  scarce  see  occasion  for  adding  so 
Dnch  form  to  a  mystery  which  can  be  expressed  in 
uch  small  compass." 

Accordingly  toe  two  knights,  a  warder  leading  the 
iwyi  proceed  to  the  dungeon  to  which  the  minstrel 
lad  been  removed. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

Thx  .CK>ors  of  the  stronghold  being  undone  dis- 
mayed a  dungeon  such  as  m  those  days  held  victims 
lopeless  of  escape,  but  in  which  the  ingenious  knave 
if  modem  times  would  scarcely  have  deigned  to  re- 
nain  many  hours.  The  huge  rings  by  which  the 
etters  were  soldered  together,  andTattached  to  the 
lunan  body,  were,  when  examined  minutely,  found 
0  be  clenched  together  by  riveting  so  very  thin,  that 
shen  rubbed  with  corrosive  acid,  or  patiently  ground 
vith  a  bit  of  sandstone,  the  hold  of  the  fetters  upon 
•ch  other  might  be  easily  forced  asunder,  and  the 
lorpose  of  them  entirely  frustrated.  The  locks  also, 
arge,  and  apparently  very  strong,  were  so  coarsely 
nade,  that  an  artist  of  small  ingenuity  could  CHOsily 
mitnve  to  get  the  better  of  their  fastenings  upon  the 
lame  principle.  The  daylight  found  its  way  to  the 
ubterranean  dungeon  only  at  noon,  and  through  a 
wasaffe  which  was  purposely-made  tortuous,  so  as  to 
izcluoe  the  rays  of  the  sun,  while  it  presented  no  ob- 
itacle  to  wmd  or  rain.  The  doctrine  that  a  prisoner 
was  to  be  esteemed  innocent  until  he  should  do  found 
luilty  by  his  peer&  was  not  understood  in  those  days 
xf  broteforoe,  snd  he  was  only  accommodated  with  a 

"^p  or  other  alleviation  of  his  misery,  if  his  demean- 
'as  quiet,  and  he  appeared  disposed  to  give  lus 
gu"^/ no  trouble  by  attempting  to  make  his  escape. 
Such  a  cell  of  confinement  was  that  of  Bertram, 
whose  moderation  of  temper  and  patience  had  never- 
theless procured  for  him  such  mitigations  of  his  fate 
u  the  waider  could  grant.  He  was  permitted  to 
cvry  into  his  cell  the  old  book,  in  the  perusal  of 
which  be  found  an  amusement  of  his  solitude^  toge- 
ther with  writing  roateriaI&  and  such  other  helps 
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towards  spending  his  time  as  were  consistent  with 
his  abode  m  the  bosom  of  the  rock,  and  the  degree 
of  information  with  which  his  minstjel  craft  nad 
possessed  him.  He  raised  his  head  from  the  table  as 
the  knights  entered,  while  the  governor  observed  to 
the  young  knight : — 

"  As  you  seem  to  think  yourself  possessed  of  the 
secret  of  this  prisoner,  I  leave  it  to  you.  Sir  Aymer  da 
Valence,  to  bring  it  to  light  in  the  matmer  which  you 
shall  judge  most  expedient.  If  the  man  or  his>  son 
hsve  su^red  unnecessary  hardship,  it  shall  be  my 
duty  to  make  amends— which,  I  suppose,  can  be  no 
very  important  matter." 

Bertram  looked  up,  and  fixed  his  eyes  full  upon  the 
governor,  but  read  nothing, in  his  looks  which  indi- 
cated his  being  better  acquainted  than  before  ^'ith  the 
secret  of  his  imprisonment.  Yet,  upon  turning  his 
eye  towarda  Sir  Aymer,  his  countenance  evidently 
Iigjited  up,  and  the  glance  which  passed  between 
them  was  one  of  inteiUgence. 

"You  have  my  secret  then,"  said  he,  "and  you 
know  who  it  is  that  passes  under  the  name  of  Augus- 
tine 7- 

Sir  Aymer  exchanged  with  him  a  look  of  acqui- 
escence ;  while  the  eyes  of  the  governor,  glancing 
wildly  from  the  prisoner  to  the  Knight  of  valence, 
exclaimed, — 

"  Sir  Aymer  de  Valence,  as  you  are  belled  knight 
and  Christian  man.  as  you  have  honour  to  preserve 
on  earth,  and  a  soul  to  rescue  after  death,  1  charge 

Sou  to  tell  roe  the  meaning  of  this  mystery !  It  may 
e  that  you  conceive,  with  truth,  that  yuu  have  sub- 
ject of  complaint  against  me ;— If  so,  I  will  satisfy 
you  as  a  knight  may." 
The  minstrel  spoke  at  the  ssme  momenL 
"I  charge  this  knight^"  he  said,  "by  his  vow  of 
chivalry,  that  he  do  not  divulae  any  secret  belonging 
to  a  person  of  honour  and  of  character,  unless  he  has 
posinve  assurance  that  it  is  done  entirely  by  that  pei- 
son*s  own  consent." 

"  Let  this  note  remove  your  scruDles,"  said  Sir  Ay- 
mer, putting  the  scroll  into  the  hands  of  the  minstrel ; 
"  and  for  you,  Sir  John  de  Walton,  far,  from  retaining 
the  least  feelinjg  of  any  misunderetanding  which  may 
have  existed  between  us,  I  am  disposed  entirely  to 
bury  it  in  forgetfiilnesa  as  having  arisen  out  of  a 
series  of  mistakes  which  no  mortal  could  have  coni- 

Srebended.  And  do  not  be  ofiended,  my  dear  Sir 
ohn,  when  I  protest,  on  my  knightly  faith,  that  I 
pity  the  pain  which  I  think  this  scroll  is  likely  to  give 
you,  ana  that  if  my  utmost  efforts  can  be  of  the  least 
service  to  you  in  unreveUing  this  tangled  skein,  I  will 
contribute  them  with  as  much  earnestness  as  ever  1 
did  aught  in  my  life.  This  faithful  minstrel  will  now 
see  that  he  can  have  no  difficulty  in  yielding  np  a 
secret,  which  I  doubt  not,  but  for  the  writing  I  have 
iust  put  into  his  hands,  he  would  have  contmued  to 
keep  with  unshaken  fidehty." 

Sir  Aymer  now  placed  in  De  Walton's  hand  a  note, 
in  which  he  had,  ere  he  left  Saint  Bride's  convent 
signified  his  own  interpretstion  of  the  mystery  {  and 
the  governor  had  scarcely  read  the  name  it  contained, 
before  the  same  name  was  pronounced  aloud  by  Ber- 
tram, who  at  the  same  moment,  handed  to  the  go- 
vernor the  scroll  which  he  had  received  from  the 
Knight  of  Valence. 

The  white  plume  which  floated  over  the  knight's 
cap  of  maintenance,  which  was  worn  as  a  headpiece 
within  doors,  was  not  more  pale  in  complexion  than 
was  the  knight  himself  at  the  unexpected  and  sur- 
prising information,  that  the  lady  mo  was,  in  chi- 
valrous phrase,  empress  of  his  thoughts,  and  com- 
mander of  his  actions,  and  to  whom  even  in  lees 
fantastic  times,  he  must  have  owed  the  deepest  gra- 
titude for  the  generous  election  which  she  had  made 
in  his  fiivour^  was  the  same  person  whom  he  bed 
threatened  with  personal  violence^  and  subjected  to 
haiYlships  and  afironta  which  he  woiUd  not  willingly 
have  bestowed  even  upon  the  meanest  of  her  sex. 

Yet  Sir  John  de  Walton  seemed  at  fint  scaroelr 
to  comprehend  the  numerous  ill  consequences  whicn 
mjght  probably  follow  this  unhappy  complication  of 
mistakes.  He  took  the  paper  from  the  minstrel's 
hand,  and  while  his  eye,  assisted  by  the  lampi  wan- 
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dered  over  the  churnctci.^  without  apparently  their  i  of  regret  for  haviiipf  rondemiird  thcc  to  suffer  so 
conveying  any  distinct  impression  to  his  understand-  i  many  indignitios." 

ing,  De  Valence  even  became  alarmed  that  he  was:      "Knough  said,  Sir  John,"  muA  i»e  Valence;  "let 
about  to  lose  his  faculties.  \  us  promise  no  niore  till  this  good  minstrel  shall  6ee 

"  For  Heaven's  ^akc,  sir,"  h«  said,  "be  a  man,  and  i  some  sign  of  performance.    Follow  me  this  way, 
support  with  manlv  steadinesy  these  unexpected  oc-  |  and  I  will  tell  ihee  in  p.nvafe  of  otiier  tidings,  whicii 
currenrcs— I  w-jiild  fain  think  ihcy  will  reach  lo  no- 1  it  is  important  that  you  .should  know," 
thin^'  else— which  the  wit  of  inafi  could  not  have  I      So  saying,  he  withdrew  De  Walton  from  the  dun- 

Erevcntcil.  This  fair  lady^  1  would  fain  hope  cannot  I  geo!i,  and  st>ndin;,'  for  the  old  knight,  Sir  Philip  de 
e  much  hurl  or  ileeply  oitended  by  a  train  of  circum- 1  Montenay,  already  mtniion^d,  who  acted  as  senes- 
stances,  the  natural  consc^quemie  of  your  anxiety  lo  j  chal  of  the  eaytlf.  he  conimandod  that  the  minstrel 
discharge  jicrfrctly  a  duty  upon  which  must  depend    should  be  erilar^/d  from  the  dungeon,  well  lookd 


the  accomplishment  of  all  the  h-.pes  she  hwl  per 
mitted  you  to  entertain.  In  God's  name,  rouse  up, 
air;  let  it  not  be  said,  that  an  apprehended  frown  of 
a  fair  lady  hntii  damped  to  such  a  degree  the  courage 
of  the  bolde.-it  knight  in  Knglanil;  be  what  men  have 
called 


to  in  other  rt^i>erts,  yet  prohibited,  though  wiili 
every  mark  of  civility,  from  leoiving  the  casiie  with- 
out a  trusty  attendant. 

"  And  now.  Sir  John  de  Walton,'*  he  said,  "  me- 
thinks  vou  are  a  httle  churlish  in  not  ordering  mf> 


;d  you,  '  Wsilton  the  Unwavering;'  in  Heaven's  some  breakfast,  after  1  have  been  all  nizht  engasHi 
le,  I<?l  us  at  least  slo  that  the  lady  is  indeed  of- I  in  your  affairs;  and  a  cup  of  muscadel  would,  1 
ed,  before  w.-  (::>ni:lude  that  she  is  irreconcilably  i  think,  he  no  had  induction  to  a  full  consideration  uf 


name 

fend 

80.    To  whos-.*  f.nilt  arc  we  to  ascribe  the  source  of 

all  these  error-?  '   Surely,  with  all  due  rci^peci,  to  the 


this  perplexed  matter." 
"Thou  knowest,"  answerer]  De  Walton,  "that 
caprico  of  tluj  lady  herself,  which  has  engendered  thou  mayst  onll  for  what  thou  wilt,  provided  aIwa/-< 
such  a  nest  of  mistake's.  Think  of  it  as  a  man^  and  '  thou  tellest  me,  without  loss  of  time,  what  else  thuu 
as  a  soldier.  SupjKve  that  you  yourself,  or  I,  desirous    knowest  re^'pectin-^  the  will  of  the   lady,   agaiiiifi 


whom  we  liave  all  sinned  eo  grievously— and  I,  ala?. 
beyond  hopo  of  f.»r;?iveness!" 

"Trust  ni'.'.  I  iiope,"  said  the  Knight  of  Valenct, 
"the  good  l:i  iy  bears  me  no  malicc',  as  indeed  .-he 
has  expressly  renounced  any  ill-will  u:fainst  /n-. 
The  words,  you  see,  are  as  plain  as  you  yourself  may 
read— 'The  lady  nardons  poor  Aymer  de  Valence. 
;ind  willingly,  for  having  been  involved  in  a  mistake, 
to  which  sne  herseU'  led^the  way :  she  herself  will  at 
all  times  be  happy  to  meet  with  nim  as  an  acquoini- 
ance,  and  never  to  think  farther  of  these  few  day?" 
history,  except  as  matter  of  mirth  and  hdicule.'    So 


of  proving  tiio  !iile!iiy  of  our  sentinels,  or  for  any 
other  rea.<«i:;i,  good  or  bad,  attempted  to  enter  this 
Dan:;erous<'^.i!-'t!eofl)«ni'j:las  without  giving  the  pass- 
word to  the  wjiniers,  would  we  be  entitled  to  blame 
those  upon  duty,  if,  not  knowing  our  persons,  they 
manfully  refused  us  entrance,  made  us  prisoners,  and 
mishandlod  us  while  resisting  our  attempt,  in  terms 
of  the  onlof;'  which  we  ourselves  had  imposed  upon 
them  ?  What  is  there  that  makes  a  difference  be- 
twe-.^n  such  a  sentinel  and  yourself,  John  de  Walton, 
in  this  curious  affair,  which,  by  Heaven  !  would  ra- 
ther form  a  gay  subject  for  the  minsirelsey  of  this  ex- 
cellent bard,  than  the  theme  of  a  tragic  lay  7  Come!  j  it  is  expn^ssly  written  and  set  down." 
look  not  UnH,  Sir  John  de  Walton  ;  he  angry,  if  you  "Yea,"  n':)lit»d  Sir  John  de  Wjdto  -.  "  hut  sec  you 
will,  with  the  hidy  who  has  committed  such  apiece  no:  that  her  otTending  lover  is  cxp-.-ssly  exclmle*! 
of  folly,  or  with  me  who  have  rode  up  and  down  from  the  amne-ty  granted  to  the  les^aer  offender .' 
nearl] 
best 

another  till  my  uncle  of  Pembroke  and  1  shall  be  discomposed 
reconcile<i ;  or,  lastly,  if  you  desire  to  he  totally  ah-  '  All  form-rr  connexion  musit  henceforth  be  at  an  eiiii 
surd  in  your  wrath,  direct  it  against  this  worthv  ■  between  him  and  the  supposed  A uiijstine.'  Explain 
minstrel  on  account  of  fii-«  rare  fidelity,  and  punish  I  to  me  how  the  reading  of  these  wonla  is  rect^iicQabie 
hint  for  that  for  wliich  ho  hettt  r  desrrv'es  a  chain  of  j  to  nnv  thiiVvT  but  their  plain  sense  of  condemnation 

Sold.    Let  passion  out,  if  you  will ;  but  chase  this  ■  and  li>rfeiture  of  contract-  implying  destruction  of 
esponding  gloom  from  the  brow  of  a  man  and  a  '  thft  hope?  of  Sir  John  de  Walton  1" 
belted  knight."  "Yow  .ire  somewhat  an  older  man  than  I,  Su 


Iy  all  night  on  a  fool's  errand,  and  spoiled  my  !  Mark  you  nor  the  concluding  paracrnph  7"    Hi-  ti»ok 

horse,  in  absolute  uncertainty  howl  shall  get  I  the  scroll  with  a  trembling  hand,  and  read  with  •■ 

her  till  my  uncle  of  Pembroke  and  1  phalTbe    discomposed  voice  its  closing  words.  "It  is  even  so: 


Sir  John  de  Walton  mack"*  an  effort  to  speak,  and 
8ucceede<i  with  some  diiliculty. 

"  Aymer  de  Valince,"  he  said,  '* in  irritating  a 
madman  you  do  hut  sport  with  your  own  life;"  and 


Kni.^ht,"  answered  De  Valence,  "and,  1  wdl  grant, 
by  far  the  wiser  and  more  experienced  ;  yet  1  wj! 
uphold  that  there  is  no  adopting  the  interpretatjon 
which  you  seem  to  have  affixed  in  your  mind  to  this 


then  remained  silent.  '  I  lettt-r,  with  Jut  supposing  the  preliminary,  lint  the 

"I  am  glad  yoj  can  say  so  much."  replied  his  J  fair  writer  was  distracted  in  ncr  understanding.- 
friend;  "for  I  was  not  jesting  when  1  said  I  would  ■  nay,  nevt.r  start,  look  wildK,  or  l.v.-  your  hand  o:: 
rather  that  you  were  at  variance  with  me,  than  that  j  your  sword,  I  do  not  affirm  this  is  the  case.  I  say 
you  laid  the  whole  blame  on  yourself.  It  would  he  [  again,  that  no  woman  in  lirr  senses  would  have  par- 
courteous,  I  think,  to  set  this' minstrel  instantly  at;  dbned  a  common  acquaintance  for  his  behaving  u) 
liberty.  Mean  time,  for  hij  l.idy's  uike,  I  will  entreat  |  her  with  unintentional  disrespect  and  unkindnesf. 
him,  m  all  honour  to  ho  our  guest  tdl  the  l:idy  Au-  during  the  currency  of  a  certain  masquerade,  and,  *' 
gusta  do  Berkely  shall  do  us  the  same  honotir,  and  the  same  ti-ne,  sternly  and  irrevocably  broke  offwith 
to  assist  us  in  our  search  after  her  place  of  retire- 1  the  lover  to  whom  hr  r  troth  was  plighted,  altlioujth 
mcnt— Good  niin.?lrel,"  he  continued,  "  you  hear  his  error  in  joining  in  the  oflence  was  neither  grow« 
what  I  sav,  and  you  will  not.  l-sunpose,  be  snrprisi^d,  ;  nor  more  protracted  than  that  of  the  person  indiff-r 
that,  in  afl  honour  and  kind  nsag.^  vou  find  your-  j  cnt  to  her  love." 

self  detained  for  a  short  space  in  this  Castle  of  Dou-       "  Do  not  blaspheme,"  said  Sir  John  de  Walton: 
glas?"  I  "and  fortrive  me,  if,  in  justice  to  triuh  nnd  to  the 

"You  seem.  Sir  Knight,"  rcFdied  the  minstrel,  ,  angel  whom  I  fear  I  have  forfeited  for  ever,  I  point 
"  not  so  much  to  keep  your  eye  upon  the  riglit  of  j  out  to  you  the  differfmcc  which  a  maiden  of  dignity 
doing  what  you  should,  as  to  possess  the  mi;<ht  of,  and  of  filling  must  make  between  an  ofienor  i> 
doing  what  you  would.  I  must  necessarily  be  guided  j  wards  her,  cojnmitted  by  an  onJinar\'  ncouaintam^'. 
by  your  advice,  since  you  have  the  powor  to  make  it  I  and  one  of  precisely  the  same  kind,  ofterea  by  aiw- 
a  command."  J  son  who  is  bound  by  the  most  undeserved  prefier- 

"And  I  tnist,"  continued  De  Valc.ice,  "that  wh^n    ence,  by  the  moat  jgenerous  benefits,  and  by  ev«T 


your  mistress  antl  yon  a^ain  meet,  we  shall  hnvo  the  [  thing  which  can  bmd  human  feeling,  to  think  and 
benefit  of  your  intercession  for  any  thin^:  which  wo  ;  refltct  ere  he  becomes  an  actor  in  anv 
may  have  done  to  displeasure  her,  considering  that    it  is  possible  for  her  to  be  concemed.*'^ 


the  purpose  of  our  action  was  exactly  the  reverse."     •     "Now,  by  mine  honour,"  said  Aymer  de  Vtlencf. 

"Let  me,"  said  Su-  John  dc  Walton,  " say  a  single  {  "I  am  glad  to  hear  thee  make  some  ■ttempt  at  rea- 

word.  I  will  offer  th^e  a  chain  of  gold,  heavy  enough  i  son,  although  it  is  but  an  unreatKmable  kind  of  reason 

to  bear  dov.'n  the  weight  of  these  shackles,  as  a  sign  !  to'j,  since  its  object  is  to  destroy  duno  own  hopeft 


CASTLE  DANGERODS. 


e  ■nrthiiK  own  chance  of  hiippineH;  but '  or,  who  now  onlr  b«fiin  to  comprshMid  the  exisnt 
!,  in  ine  pioBresa  of  this  a<TKiT,  borne  mr ,  of  bit  misfbmne;  "  whither  haih  the  Otull  or  with 
El  lawanlB  ihee,  at  to  give  not  only  Ibc ,  whom  V 


But  here  comM  ihe  i. ,  ,.„g...  .,  .... 

wilt  thou  tike  aatne  refresh-  i  Daiiglfts,  or 


iscsdel ,  hiighl 
refresh-  i  Doiiglfts,  armnip 


--.,    uMDgViImim, 

irGcnteiTirisin^lorsrlban  one  who 
irpreiemiy  iiroffroil  bb  ■  killina 
'b;  perhipa  she  aeehi  iho  Black 
mch  hero  of  the  Thislle,  lo  reward 
r  IrirdBhips,      ■  ■  ■ 


saw  enough  Jasl  night,  < 


3tmd  UBof  91 


'1 


"  Nay,  thou  atialt  nol  brawl  me  out  of  my  powers  I  to  make  me  mspicioiii  of  every  one.  I  senl  lo  yc 
If  Brgument."  said  De  Valence.  laugliinB.  anrl  help-  {  ne  ■  prisoner  iheoldapxion  of  ihe  church  of  Dousia 
at  hiniBelt  lo  a  brimming  cup  of  winei  "if  thou  I  found  him  coniuraaciom  ea  to  some  inquirieB  viiic 
■dknowledseal  thyself  conqi       '  '  ......  .      .    .    ,   . 


:o  the  IDS pirinK  strength  of  tbe)ovial 


1  thought  it  proper  lo  proaecuti,  ._ _, 

anoihw  lime.    The  escape  of  ihia  lady  adda  greatly 
'     difficulties  which  encircle  this  devotal  caetle.'' 


;'  Aynit 


nated   1. 


"I  denyiheeharpe."  BtiBWerediheyoungerknighi,    aid  of  Heaven,  to  spread  ftoi 
■ripins  his  lips,  after  having  finiahed  ilia  draught  i    broad  banner  of  St.  Geoice. 

ihan7wouTd'SSh  th. 


plini  De    ,  ...  _ 

"Douglas  Caatle  ehall 


■'    'leelo  be,    Tliou  canst  ni 
wrong,  Ihy  Lsdir  Augiial 


be  defended,  i. 

aid  of  Heaven,  -~  ,,^— _  .., . 

Come  of  me  what  lial 
gmvlile,  1  will  die  the  faithful  lover  of  Aua 
LMiea    <ie  oeikely,  even  although  I  no  longer  live 
deny    chosen    knieht-    There    are  ciaieters    and   h 


leniured  more  forward  with  .,., 

heaea  of  affection;  she  boldly  made  thee  hercha 
•rhile  thou  vienasyet  known  to  heronlyaaa  lloi 
>f  EnKliah  chivalry.— faith,       '  '  '       - 

ither  ovn 

!ontr»ry, 


"  Ay,  marry  are 
irdles  of  hemp,, m 

where  the  Lady  A 


■re,"  replied  Sir  Aymer;  "and 
«ver,  and  beads  of  oak  i  but  all 
ir  reckonings,  tUI  we  discover 
isia  IB,  and  whet  she  purposes 


not  unbhely 


_ ___    _.  whtKe  i^ore'^cold    

0  sex  might  perhaps  claim  occasion  to  term  "You  say  well."  replied  De  Walton  ;  "  let  us  hold 
precipitate.— Nay,  be  nol,  I  pray  ihee,  of-  counsel  logether  by  what  means  we  shall,  if  P9SBiUe^ 
am  far  from  thinking  or  saying  so ;  on  the    discoicr  the  lady  a  too  hasty  reireat.  by  which  iHa 

1  will  uphold  with  my  lance,  her  selection  has  done  me  great  wione ;  I  mean  if  she  suppoied 
„._, :-..  .,._„:-: r ^ nJi  ^„u|^  ng,  have  bei^n  fully  obeyed. 

loured  with  them  thegoiemor  of  Douglu 
■epLedDe  Valen™,  "you  again  speakiflw 


upon  any 


„  _ ,.»bablyindi .. 

iccaiion,  to  aeize  some  opportunity  of  showing 
inwonted  and  unusual  rigour  towards  her  lover 

jnusiiad  degree  of  frank  encourage  men  I,  Nay,  it 
might  be  easy  for  her  lover  ao  far  to  lake  part  against 
himaelf,  by  arguing  as  thou  dosl  when  out  of  thy 
sensea,  as  to  make  it  difficult  for  her  to  withdraw 
from  an  argument  which  he  himself  was  foobah 
enough  to  strengthen  ;  and  thus,  like  a  maiden  too 
soon  taken  at  her  liral  nay-aay,  she  shall  perhaps  be 
allowed  no  opporlunity  of  bearii^  herself  according 
to  her  real  (eelinES,  or  retracting  a  sentence  issued 
with   consent   of  the  parly   whose  hopes  il   de- 

"I  have  heard  thee,  De  Valence,"  answered  the 
govemorof  Douglas  Dale;  "n  '  '~ 


in   fidelity  lo 


nit,  thai 


a  femab 


de  Berkely.    By  my  Me,  I  say  I  wi 

bedeprivetlofihement  of  ihoeefei 

which  ihou  aayesi " 

ble  distinclian,  tha. 

insolence,  as  if  I  said  that  my  pli 

bosom  was  too  firmly  fixed  to  be  sh. 


if  Augu 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

PMkille^irs  in  Uia  Mjwt  ™m.  ofhltiaB. 

It  was  yet  early  in  tbe  day,  when,  after  the  Go. 
vcrnot  and  Oe  Valence  had.  again  summoned  Bsr- 
trnm  10  ibeit  councils,  ibe  gamson  of  Donglaswaa 

ID  itiQse  alreody  despatched  by  De  Valtmcs  from 
Hazclside,  were  sent  out  to  scour  the  woods  in  pur- 
suii  of  iho  fugitives,  with  atnci  injunclious  to  tre«l 
if  overtaken,  with  the  ulmoat  respect,  and  u 


le  shsll  h 


le few deedsof chivalry    .ibcythtir  comtnondB,  keeping 

■al  for  meauch  envia-    ihr  pince  where  Ihey  miahl  ta 

ct  upon  them  with  the  I  irii,.  ihia  result,  iwmc  who  wt.,  ^,  ^u^,^-^,, 

'Sled  wilh  Ihe  secret  who  the  suppowij  pil- 
the  luEiiive  .11)11  rcnlli'  were.    The  whols 


hale  most  unworthily  foifeiied  by  s  stupid iiy  only  lo 
be  compared  lo  that  of  brutes." 

"If  you  are  so  minded."  said  Aymer  de  Valence, 
"I  have  only  one  word  more— forgive  me  if  I  apeak 
it  peremploiily— ihe  lady,  as  you  say,  and  say  truly. 


claim  her  hand,  v 
should  find  out  w 
"""^ow  I  what" 


f  an  mierceding  saint,  i  equal  to  the  reward  far  ihcir  aafe  rerovcrv,  ijberalli 
her  affections  which  I  'offered  by  De  Walion  »nd  Ue  Valence.    TheyspuiaS 

I  L.. ;j; ,.. ._    puj^  mean  rime,  to  make  such  inquiries  in  all  dimc- 

tions  as  might  bring  to  light  any  machinationa  of  tbs 
Scottish  insurgents  which  might  be  on  foot  in  those 
wUd  districts,  ofwhich,  as  we  have  said  before,  De 
Valence,  in  particular,  eniertained  strong  suapKioDS. 
Their  insiructions  were,  in  case  of  (JncHng  such,  to 

, proceed  against  ihe  persons  engaged,  by  sneal  sod 

or  no ;  but  '  otherwise,  In  ihe  most  rigorous  manner,  such  as  had 
ry  that  you  been  commanded  by  De  Walton  himself  il  tha  time 
'— ■■  :n  the  Black  Douglas  and  his  accomplices  hid 


you  ahould 


!Sfv 

which  I  am  unfoftu 


.  been  the  principal  objecu  of  his  wakt^ui  susiHCunB. 
td  lbs  govern-  I  iTieaa  vaiwus  detichmeniB  had  gratlf  reduced  ibt 
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•tMogth  of  Uia  gwrMon  i  yet,  flthougfa,  nuroeioui, 
alert  and  deepaiched  in  eiveiy  diroction,  they  had  not 
the  fortane  either  to  fail  on  the  trace  of  the  Lady  of 
Berkely,  or  to  encounter  any  party  whatever  of  the 
inaiirgent  Scottiah. 

Mean  while  our  fiigitiyea  had,  as  we  have  aeeo,  set 
out  from  the  convent  of  Saint  Bride  under  the  gui- 
dance of  a  cayalier,  of  whom  the  Lady  Augusta 
knew  nothing  save  that  he  was  to  guide  their  st^ 
in  a  direction  where  they  would  not  be  exposed  to  the 
risk  of  being  overtaken.  At  lemah  Margaret  de 
Hautiieu  herself  spoke  upon  the  subject. 

*'You  have  made  no  inquirv."  she  said,  "Lady 
Augusta,  whither  you  are  travelling,  or  under  whose 
charge.  a)thou^  methinks  it  should  much  concern 
you  to  know." 

"  Is  it  not  enough  for  me  to  be  aware,*'  answered 
Lady  Augusta,  that  I  am  travelling,  kind  sister, 
under  the  protection  of  one  to  whom  you  yourself 
trust  as  to  a  friend ;  and  why  need  I  be  anxious  for 
anv  farther  assurance  of  my  safety?" 

"  Simply,"  said  Margaret  de  Hautiieu,  "  because 
the  perons  with  whom,  from  national  as  well  as  per- 
sonal circumstances,  I  stand  connected,  are  perhaps 
ilot  exactly  the  protectors  to  whom  you,  Isdy,  can 
with  such  perfect  safety  intrust  yourself" 

"  In  what  sense."  ssid  the  Lady  Auguata,  "do  you 
use  these  words  1" 

"  Because^*  lephed  Marsaret  de  Hautiieu,  "  the 
Bruce,  the  Douglas,  Malcolm  Fleming^  end  oibsrs 
of  that  party,  although  they  are  incapable  of  abusing 
such  an  advantage  to  any  dishonourable  purpose, 
might  nevertheless,  under  a  strong  temptation,  con- 
sider you  as  a  hostage  thrown  into  their  hands  by 
Providence,  through  whom  they  might  meditate  the 
possibility  of  gaimng  some  benefit  to  their  dispersed 
and  dispirited  party." 

^'  They  might  make  me,"  answered  the  Lady  Au- 

eusta. "  the  subject  of  such  a  treaty  when  I  was  dead, 
at^  believe  me,  never  while  I  drew  vital  breath. 
Believe  me  also  that,  with  whatever  pain,  shame,  or 
agony,  I  would  again  deliver  myself  up  to  the  power 
of  De  Walton,  yes,  I  would  rather  put  myself  in  his 
hands— What  do  I  say?  Aw/— I  would  rather  mu- 
render  myself  to  the  meanest  archer  of  my  native 
country,  than  combine  with  its  foes  to  work  mis- 
chief to  merry  England— my  own  England— that 
country  which  is  the  envy  of  every  other  country, 
and  the  pride  of  all  who  can  term  themselves  her 
natives  I" 

*'  I  thought  that  your  choice  might  prove  so,"  said 
Lady  MaiKaret :  **  and  since  you  have  honoured  me 
with  your  conodence,  gladly  would  I  provide  for 
your  liberty  by  piaoing  you  as  nearly  in  the  situation 
which  you  yourself  desire,  as  my  poor  means  have 
tfie  power  of  accomplishing.  In  half  an  hour  we 
shall  be  in  danger  of  been  taken  by  the  English  par- 
ties, which  wilfbe  instantly  dispersed  in  every  dnec- 
tion  in  quest  of  us.  Now  take  notice,  lady,  I  know 
a  place  m  which  I  can  take  refuge  with  my  friends 
and  countrymen,  those  gallant  Scots,  who  have 
never  even  m  this  dishonoured  age  bent  the  knee  to 
Baal.  For  their  honour,  their  nicety  of  honour,  I 
could  in  other  days  have  answered  with  my  own ; 
but  of  late,  I  am  bound  to  tell  you,  they  have  been 
put  to  those  trials  by  which  the  most  generous  affec- 
tions may  be  soured,  and  driven  to  a  species  of 
frenzy,  tho  more  wild  that  it  is  founded  origmally  on 
the  noblest  feelings,  A  person  who  feels  himself 
deprived  of  his  natural  birthright,  denounced,  ex- 
posed to  oonfiscation.and  death,  Decause  he  avouches 
the  rights  of  his  king,  the  cause  of  his  country, 
ceases  on  his  pert  to  be  nice  or  precise  in  estimating 
the  degree  of  retaliation  which  it  is  lawful  for  him 
to  exercise  in  the  requital  of  such  injuries;  snd. 
beheve  me,  bitteriy  should  I  lament  having  guided 
you  into  a  situation  which  you  might  consider  afflict- 
mg  or  degrading" 

^In  a  wordTtiben,"  saki  the  English  lady,  "what 
is  it  you  apprehend  I  am  like  to  sunar  at  the  hands 
of  your  friends,  whom  I  must  be  excused  for  term- 
iner rebels  7" 

»  ^'^"  ••id  the  sister  XTrsuUL  **vtnw  friends,  ^om 
I  saoiild  term  oppressors  ana  tyrants,  take  our  land 


and  our  lives,  asite  our  CMtle^  and  oovfisnie  e« 
property,  you  must  confess,  that  the  rough  lawitf 
war  indulge  nunc  with  the  pririlcge  of  rstalialipa. 
There  can  be  no  fear,  that  such  men,  under  aBjr  cir- 
cumstances, would  ever  exercise  ouelty  or  iMsk 
upon  8  ladv  of  your  rank :  but  it  is  another  thiagts 
calculate  that  they  will  aSstain  from  audi  BSMSSf 


extorting  advantage  from  your  captivity  as  are  oa 
mon  in  warfare.  You  would  not,  I  think,  widk 
be  delivered  up  to  the  English,  on  consideratiQatf 
Sir  John  de  Walton  BBrrenaering  the  Caatle  of  Doe- 
glas  to  its  oatual  lord ;  yet,  were  you  in  the  hss^ 
of  the  Bruce  or  Douclss,  althoodi  I  can  sasmr 
for  your  being  treated  with  all  the  rsspect  vtek 
they  have  the  means  of  showirift  yet  I  owa,  thar 
putting  you  at  such  aramsom  mignt  be  by  no  ohssi 
unlikely." 

"I  would  aooner  die,"  aakl  the  Lady  BoUf. 
"than  have  my  name  mixed  up  in  a  treaty  so  & 
graceful ;  and  De  Walton'a  leply  to  it  would,  I  ta 
certain,  be  to  strike  the  head  from  the  iBtBfp; 
and  throw  it  from  the  highest  tower  of  DoqpM 
Castle." 

"Where,  then,  lady,  would  /on  now  fo,"  ai 
sister  Ursula,  "  were  the  choice  m  yoar  powwT 

"To  my  own  castle,"  answered  Lady  Aagfl^ 
"where,  if  necessary,  I  ooold  be  dcfindcd  ens 
against  the  king  himsie^  until  I  could  pUoe  at  Ibh 
my  person  under  the  protection  of  the  Church.'* 

^*In  that  case,"  replied  Margaret  de  Bantfei. 
"  my  power  of  rendering  you  aasistanoe  is  onir  pR> 
canouiu  yet  it  ooraprehenda  a  choice  whieh  i  «1 
willingly  submit  lo  your  decision,  notwithstaniagl 
thereby  subject  the  secrets  of  my  friends  to  warn 
risk  of  being  discovered  snd  frustrated.  But  m 
confidence  which  you  have  placed  me  'uKJmftm 
on  me  the  necessity  of  committins  to  yon  a  uke  tntf. 
It  rests  with  you,  whether  yon  wulproeeed  with  at 
to  the  secret  rendezvous  of  the  Uou^ba  and  ha 
fiienda,  which  I  may  be  blamed  for  maEing  kawa 
and  there  take  your  chance  of  the  recepooo  sM 
you  may  encounter,  since  I  cannot  wanmnt  yos  d 
any  thing  aave  honourable  treatment,  so  far  ss  |W 
peraon  is  concerned ;  or,  if  you  should  think  this  tt 
hazaidoua,  make  the  best  of  your  way  at  oooe  Ir 
the  Border ;  in  whuh  last  caae  I  will  proceed  itfa 
as  I  can  with  you  towards  the  Engliah  line,  and  tM 
leave  you  to  pursue  your  joamey,  and  to  obini  i 

Siard  and  a  conductor  among  your  own  ooatttr7BB> 
ean  while,  it  will  be  well  tor  me  if  I  esc^  bflV 
taken,  aince  the  abbot  would  not  shrink  at  mfictiV 
upon  me  the  death  due  to  an  apostate  nun.**    ^^ 

"  Such  cruelty,  my  sister,  could  hanflr  be  iaflkts 
upon  one  who  bad  never  taken  the  reugioas  iv^ 
and  who  atifl,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  c)nn| 
bad  a  right  to  make  a  choice  between  the  woMm 
the  veil?*  .    ^ 

"  Such  choice  as  they  gave  their  gallant  victiM 
aaid  Lady  Margaret,  "  who  have  mim  into  KafV 
handa  during  tfieae  mercileea  ware,— ^such  choice  0 
they  gave  to  Wallaoe^the  Cbampun  of  Soodiai.- 
such  ss  they  gave  to  Hay,  the  gentle  and  thsflse,- 
to  Sommerviu&  the  flower  of  chivaliy.~sai  M 
AthoL  the  blood  relation  of  Cog  Edward  hiiasw^ 
all  of  whom  were  as  much  timttors,  uadsr  irisB 
name  they  were  executed,  as  Maigaret  de  Hsane 
is  an  spostate  mm,  and  aubiect  to  the  fule  of  ■> 
cloister?*^  ^^ 

She  spoke  with  some  eagaracea,  for  ahefih  is' 
the  Enguih  lady  imputed  to  her  more  ooldosMtaB 
she  was,,in  such  doubtful  drcumatanoea,  censriMii  a 
manifesting. 

"  And  after  all,"  aheproceeded.  "yon,  Ledyis^ 
ta  de  Berkely,  what  do  you  ventnie^  if  you  isa  ■ 
riak  of  felling  into  the  handa  of  your  lover  1  Whit 
dreadfolriakdoyonincur?  Ton  need  not,  naifciMft 
fear  being  nnmuied  between  four  walU  wioi  s  h«H 
of  bread  and  a  cruise  of  water,  which,  wtn  I  sbh 
wouM  be  the  only  support  aOowed  to  bm  fer  w 
abort  space  that  mv  lite  would  bepralonad  W 
even  were  you  to  oe  betrayed  to  the  nbal  ScsJa* 

gu  call  them,  a  captivity  among  the  hiIlB,svsMis 
the  hope  oi  defiveTanea^  and  rendered  talsnUt  If 
the  alwviationa  whieh  the  draimsianeM  of  yo* 


i 
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«apCon  allowed  them  the  meami  of  supplying,  were 
not,  I  think,  a  lot  eo  veiy  hard  to  endure." 

"  NerertheleaB,"  anawered  the  Lady  of  Berkely, 
^frightful  enou^  it  must  have  appeared  to  me, 
flBce,  to  fly  from  aoch,  I  threw  myself  upon  your 
Rindance." 

"Aod  whatever  you  thmk  or  aoapect,*'  answered 
the  novice,  "  I  am  as  true  to  you  as  ever  was  oae 
maidan  to  another;  and  as  sure  as  ever  sister  Ursula 
was  true  to  her  vows,  although  they  were  never  com- 
pleted, so  will  I  be  Cutkful  to  your  secret,  even  at  the 
risk  of  betraying  mv  own. 

**  Hearken,  lady  1"  she  said,  suddenly  pausing,  "do 
irou  hear  that  T 

The  sound  to  which  she  alluded  was  the  same  imi- 
tation of  the  crv  of  an  owlet,  which  the  lady  had 
before  heard  under  the  walla  of  the  Convent 

"  Theae  sounds,"  said  Margaret  de  Hautlieu,  '*  an- 
aoonoe  that  one  is  near,  more  able  than  I  am  to 
direct  us  in  this  matter.  I  must  go  forward  and 
speak  with  him ;  and  this  man,  our  guide,  will  re- 
main by  you  for  a  little  space ;  nor,  when  he  quits 
your  bndle^  need  you  wait  for  any  other  signal,  but 
ride  forward  on  the  woodland  path,  and  obey  the 
idvice  and  directions  which  will  be  given  you." 

"  Stay  I  stay  !  sister  Ursula  I"  cried  the  Lady  de 
Bcikely— '*  abandon  me  not  in  this  moment  of  uncer- 
tainty and  distress  I" 

"  It  must  be,  for  the  sake  of  both,"  returned  Marga- 
ret de  Hautlieu.  *'  I  also  am  in  uncertainty— I  also 
am  in  distress— and  patience  and  obedience  are  the 
only  virtues  which  can  save  us  both." 

So  saying,  she  struck  her  horse  with  the  riding  rod, 
and  moving  briskly  forward,  disappeared  among  the 
boughs  of  a  tangfed  thicket.  The  Lady  of  Berkely 
would  have  followed  her  companion,  but  the  cava- 
lier who  attended  them  laid  a  strong  hand  upon  the 
bridle  of  her  paUrey,  with  a  look  which  impked  that 
he  would  not  permit  her  to  proceed  in  that  direction. 
Terrified,  therefore,  though  she  could  not  exactly 
itate  a  reason  why,  the  Lady  of  Berkely  remained 
with  her  eyes  fixed  upon  the  thicket,  instinctively,  as 
it  were,  expecting  to  see  a  band  of  English  archers, 
or  ruggedScottish  insurgents,  issue  flom  its  tangled 
skirts,  and  doubtful  which  she  should  have  most 
ooasiaered  as  the  objects  of  her  terror.  In  the  dis- 
tress of  her  uncertainty,  she  again  attempted  to  move 
ibrward,  but  the  stem  check  which  her  attendant 
4{aiB  bestowed  upon  her  bridl&  proved  sufficiently 
mat  in  restraining  her  wishes,  the  stranger  was  not 
okely  to  spare  the  strength  which  he  certainly  pos- 
sessed. At  len^h  after  some  ten  minutes  had  elapaed. 
the  cavalier  withdrew  his  hand  from  her  bridle,  ana 
pointing  with  his  lance  towards  the  thicket,  through 
wbich  diere  winded  a  narrow,  scarce  vimble  paUi, 
seemed  to  intimate  to  the  lady  that  her  road  lay  in 
that  direction,  and  that  he  would  no  longer  prevent 
her  foBowing  it 

'*,Zk>  you  not  go  with  me  r'  said  the  lady,  who 
having  been  accustomed  to  this  man's  company  since 
they  left  the  convent,  had  by  degrees  come  to  look 
apos  him  as  a  sort  of  protector.  He,  however, 
Ipavely  shook  his  head^  as  if  to  excuse  complying 
with  a  request,  v^ich  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
ftrsnt :  and  turning  his  steed  in  a  different  direction, 
tstired  at  a  pace  vHiich  soon  carried  him  from  her 
•ght    She  had  then  no  alternative  but  to  take  the 

Sth  of  the  thieket,  which  had  been  followed  by 
srgaret  de  Hautlieu,  nor  did  she  pursne  it  long 
before  coming  in  sight  of  a  singular  spectacle. 

The  trees  grew  wider  as  the  lady  advanced,  and 
when  she  entered  the  thicket,  she  perceived,  that 
th  hedged  in  as  it  were  by  a  enclosure  of  copse- 
it  was  in  the  interior  altogether  occupied  By  a 
^  ,-'  the  magnificent  trees,  such  as  seemed  to  have 
been,  the  ancestora  of  the  forest,  and  which,  though 
■w  in  number,  were  sufficient  to  overehade  all  the 
^eeupied  grotmd,  hv  the  great  extent  of  their  com- 
Qcated  branches.  Beneath  one  of  these  lay  stretch- 
w  ftomethmg  of  a  fgnj  oohnir,  which,  as  it  drew 
)**en  together,  exhibited  the  figure  of  a  man  sheathed 
U)  amour,  but  strangely  accoutred  and  in  a  manner 
•c  BBarre,  as  to  indieate  sotne  of  the  wild  fkncies 
IhxDlifer  to  ttie  knights  of  that  period.    His  armour 


was  ingenkMifily  painted,  so  as  to  repressnt  a  skele- 
ton: the  ribs  being  consrituted  by  the  conlet  and  its 
back-piece.    The  shield  represented  an  owl  with  its 
wings  spread  a  device  which  was  repeated  upon  the 
helmet,  which  appeared  to  be  completely  covered  by 
an  image  of  the  same  bird  of  ill  omen.    But  that 
which  was  particularly  calculated  to  excite  surprise  in 
the  spectator,  was  the  /creat  height  and  thinness  of 
the  figure,  which,  as  it  rose  from  the  ground,  and 
placed  ifiself  in  an  erect  posture,  seemed  rather  to 
resemble  an  apparition  in  the  act  of  extricating  itself 
from  the  grave,  than  that  of  an  ordinary  man  rising 
upon  his  feet    The  horse,  too^  upon  which  the  lady 
rode,  started  back,  and  snort^,  ather  at  the  sadden 
change  of  posture  of  this  ghastly  specimen  of  chi- 
valry, or  disagreeably  afiected  by  some  odour  which 
accompanied  nis  presence.    The  lady  herself  mani- 
fested some  alarm,  for  although  she  did  not  utterly 
believe  she  was  in  the  presence  of  a  supernatural 
beins,  yet  among  all  the  stranns  half-frantic  disguises 
of  cnivalry,  thia  was  assuredly  the  most  uncouth 
which  she  had  ever  seen ;   and  considering  how 
often  the  knights  of  the  period  pushsd  their  dreamy 
fancies  to  the  bordera  of  insanity,  it  seemed  at  best 
no  very  safe  adventure  to  meet  one  accoutred  in 
the  emblems  of  the  King  of  Terrora  himself;  alonsi 
and  in  the  midst  of  a  wud  forest    Be  the  knispht's 
character  and  purposes  what  they  might,  she  resolved, 
however,  to  accost  him  in  the  language  and  manner 
observed  in  romances  upon  such  occasions,  in  the 
hope  even  that  if  he  were  a  madman,  he  might  prove 
a  peaceable  one,  and  accessible  to  civility. 

Sir  Knight,^'  she  said,  in  as  firm  a  tone  as  she 
could  assume,  "  right  sorry  am  L  i£t  by  my  hasty 
approach,  I  have  disturbed  your  solitary  meditations. 
My  horse,  sensible  I  think  of  the  presence  of  yours, 
brought  me  hither,  without  my  being  aware  whom  or 
what  I  was  to  encounter." 

**  I  am  one,"  answered  the  stranger,  in  a  solemn 
tone,  "  whom  few  men  seek  to  meet,  till  the  time 
comes  that  they  can  avoid  me  no  longjBr." 

"  You  speak.  Sir  Knight,"  replied  the  Lady  de 
Berkely.  "  according  to  the  dismal  character  of  which 
it  has  pleased  you  to  assume  the  distinction.  May 
I  appeal  to  one  who^  exterior  is  so  formidable,  for 
the  purpose  of  requesting  some  directions  to  guide  me 
through  this  wild  wood ;  as,  for  instance,  what  is  the 
name  of  the  nearest  castle,  town,  or  hostelry,  and  by 
what  course  I  am  best  likely  to  reach  such  V 

"  It  is  a  singular  audacity,"  answered  the  Knight 
of  the  Tomb,  "  that  would  enter  into  conversation 
with  him  who  is  termed  the  Inexorable,  the  Unspar- 
ing and  the  Pitiless,  whom  even  the  most  miserable 
foroeara  to  call  to  his  assistance,  lest  his  pnyere 
should  be  too  soon  answered." 

"  Sir  Knight,"  relied  the  Lady  Augusta,  "  the 
character  wnich  you  have  assumed,  unquestionably 
for  good  reasons,  dictates  to  you  a  peculiar  course  of 
speech ;  but  although  your  part  is  a  sad  one,  it  does 
not,  I  should  suppose  render  it  necessary  for  you  to 
r^se  those  acts  of  eiviKty  to  which  you  must  have 
bound  yourself  in  taking  the  high  vows  of  chivalry." 

"  If  you  vrill  trust  to  my  guidance,"  replied  the 
ghastly  figure,  **  there  is  only  one  condition  upon 
vnhkh  I  can  snmt  you  the  information  which  yon 
recinire;  and  that  is,  that  you  follow  my  footsteps 
without  any  qaestions  ask«l  as  to  the  tendency  of 
our  ipurncy." 

"  I  suppose  I  nnist  submit  to  yomr  condirion,"  she 
answered.  "  if  you  are  indeed  pleased  to  take  upon 
yourself  the  taak  of  hanf  my  guide.  In  my  heart  I 
conceive  you  to  be  one  of  the  unhappy  gentlemen  of 
Scotland,  who  are  now  in  arms,  as  they  say^  for  the 
defence  of  their  liberties.  A  rash  undertaking  has 
brought  me  within  the  sphere  of  your  influence,  and 
now  the  only  frivour  I  have  to  request  of  you,  against 
whom  I  never  did,  nor  planned  any  evil,  is  the  guid- 
ance which  your  knowledge  of  the  country  permits 
you  easily  to  aflbrd  me  in  my  way  to  the  frontiere  of 
England.  Bdieve  that  what  I  may  see  of  your  haunta 
or  of  your  practices,  shall  be  to  me  things  invisible^ 
as  if  they  were  actually  concealed  by  the  sepulchre 
itaeU;  of  the  kmff  of  which  it  hao  pleaasd  you  to 
msume  the  attnoutes;  and  if  t  sum  of  monay. 
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enoui^  ti>  be  the  rsnaoni  of  a  wealthy  eeri,  will  par- 

<?haie  Buch  a  favour  al  need,  inch  a  ranrom  will  be  i 

franklsr  paid,  and  with  ni  much  fidelity  es  CTor  it  wee  ; 

rendereii  by  a  pn«iiiei  lo  [lie  kiiiKht  l>y  wham  he  i 

wa»  taken.    Do  not  ri'joci  me,  piincely  Bruce— noble  < 

Doufilae— if  indeeditiatoeithcruf  [licflethBtladdri'es  < 

myself  in  Ihie  my  last  exlti'iiiily— men  apeak  of  l>oth  i 

»3  fearful  enemiea,  bui  Renurous  knights  and  faithful  can  oiienu  11,  or  wneiner  ynu  iieein  11  wiift  id 

bienda.    Lei  mc  enlreai  you  lo  rememlicrhow  much  each  B"  iheirown  way,  and  linili  ihcmKhei  to  liu 

you  would  wiaii  your  own  frienda  and  connaxioDS  to  own  rosonroep,  nnd  trust  Ihr  leai  to  Providence  Y' 
meet  wLlh  compassion  under  similar  cirramaiances,        "  Alas !''  ronlieH  tlic  lady,  "  besel  and  hnrH  nix* 

ni  the  handi  of  the  kiiiRbts  of  EnRlanrl."  an  I  ani,  lo  nak  mc  to  form  a  rvsoluii 

"  And  have  ihcy  done  so  1"  repUal  the  Knighl,  in  like  rallm?  on  a  wretch,  in  the  aci  01  laiiin^  irom  g 

e  ftloomy  than  hcrire,  "  or  do  you  act  precipice,  to  form  a  calm  jutlKinciil  by  u  hni  l«i|i  hr 

: — 1..^ —  "'ic  protrelion  of  one  whom  niay  beat  (^in  ilie  chance  of^bnuikiiiK  his  falL    Rt 

---'  ih  knishi,  for  no  other  anawer  muM  neccsMrily  bcj  thai  lie  will  ding  tolhi: 


"  He  has,  I  Ktanl  it,  and  they  are  moit  ateted  is 

e,"  anawered  the  Spectral  Knight  1  "but  1  bin 
90  duiies  whose  oblij;aiians  are  doubly  bindinjE,  anil 
which  I  muat  aacnlice  those  which  would  oibei. 
ise  lead  me  lo  derole  myaelf  tn  your  rescue.  IIm 
ily  (lU'.'Stion  is.  whether  you  feel  incImfH  lo  iccnH 
y protection  un  the  limited  tftma  on  whinh  nloael 


wisely,  while  implori 

you  believe  to  be  a  true  ocoirian  Knt;;n(,  loriio  otner  anpwer  muei  neceermjif  u^,  Miat  ,iv  niii,.uii^  ur 

nwssolban  ihe  Htieine  and  entraraganl  miatry  of  which  he  can  easiest  lav  hold  o^  andtniai  itierei 

hia  aniearance :-- ia  il,  I  any,  well  or  wise  10  remind  Providence,    I  accept  therefore  your  oHl-r  of  proicc- 

himoflbeniodein  whichlhclordsof  Rnglandhave  lion,  in  iliemodiScd  way  yon  are  pleased  10  limit  ii, 

Healed  ihc  lovely  niaidenaand  ibe  high-bom  dnmes  and  I  put  my  &ilh  in  Heaven  and  in  you.    ToikIdk 

nf  Scotland  ?    Have  iwt  llieir  Titison  caiMa  hoian  cfTecliiBlly,  however,  you  must  know  my  name  and 

■nipeiuled  from  ihe  ballleinimls  ol  castles,  that  their  mf  cirrumataurea. 


— ,  — ^-.  ,..  of  cvcrybajo  ._.„....  . 

who  should  desire  to  locJi  upon  the  miseries  of  the    ehre. 
nobleat  pecreaaca,  yea,  even  the  Queen  of  Scotland  7'    puniun;  fi 
Is  Ihis  n  recollection  which  can  inspire  n  Scoiiisli  '' 

knight  with  compaaeion  lownrda  an  Enalish  Indy  1 
or  IS  il  a  thoucht  which  can  do  aiicKi  but  swell  ilic 
lalrod  of  Edward   PlantaBcnet,  the 


.  .  .I'em  not,  young  lady,  lliat  eilher  bca-ju. 
:[ended  doinama,  uiilimilad  weallh,  or  Oe 

iipMnicritSi  otn  weigh  Buy  ibing  inth 

"~- "■"    The  irsppings  of  tht 


No  1-11  is  all  you  can  enpi-cr,  iC  cold  and  piiileaa  Bi 
as  the  sepulchre  1  represent.  I  leave  you  unassisted  in  an 
■he  helpless  condition  in  which  you  describe  your-    do 


.  i  oil  will  nol  be  so  inhuman,"  replied  (he  lady  \ 
in  doing  so  vou  must  surrender  every  rifiht  ic 
honest  ftint  which  you  have  won  either  by  aword 
or  lance.  You  miiai  surrender  every  pretjin™  tr 
that  justice  which  affecta  the  merit  of  aupi 
weak  against  the  strong.  Vou  must  ma 
princinlo  to  uven»c  (he  wronps  and  lyranny  of'Ed- 
ward  Flantageucl  upon  the  dames  and  damosels  ol 
Enftland,  who  linve  neithci  acci'as  10  his  councils, 
tlor  perhaps  give  him  iliur  approbaliun  in  hia  wat 
agamat  Scmlnnd." 


upportini 


IF  hands  of  ihe  Eno1i 


IBlish 

■£  ili- 


mb,  and  whose  afTections  and    desires  are  km 

neii  in  the  chatnel-house." 

"  May  your  faith,'*  said   the    Lady  Auxuaii  A 

rrkely,  be  as  steady  as  your  words  appear  sevsR 
_..d  1  submit  to  )-our  uuidance,  without  the  laM 
doubt  or  li»r  that  it  will  prove  ulherwiac  than  u  I 


CHAPTER   XV. 

:.iEE  the  dog  following  its  master,  when  enf:afst 
training  him  lo  the  apon  in  which  he  deairts  it 
mid  excel,  ihe  Lady  AuKuatn  felt  herself  occiuoo. 
y  treated  with  a  scveiily  calculated  to  impros  upn 
r  the  most  implicit  obedience  nnd  alteniiun  id  ill 
light  of  the  Tomb,  in  whom  she  had  spiedity  [«. 
idcd  herself  she  saw  a  principal  man  amcng  iJii 
aincra  <if  Douglas,  if  not  James  of  Douglai  hioi- 
'     ■■   ■■  r,, the  ideas  which  theHadi-lml 


"Be  assured,"  said  the  lady.  " ihe  consideral 


)>ich  an  event  does  oot  in  tlivleai,.  .. 
Inn  ordunre  ufcuntiding  in  your  p 
ln«y  probably  know  who  I  ai 

exlrnorfinsry  indeed,  if  ihcy  could  fori 

fetlmgs  ofEdwatd.  Al'i'wim  klfow'h! 
SHSured  thai  it  is  no  ordinary  motive  that 
him  10  depart  from  the  indulgence  of  his 
But  be  it  aa  it  may,  you,  lady,  if  a  lady  you  be, 

yourself  as  a  burden  upon  ine,  and  I  muat  dis „. 

mytelf  of  my  trust  as  I  best  mavi  for  this  puiposc 
you  must  be  guided  implicitly  hy  my  directione, 
which  will  be  given  after  ihe  fashion  of  those  of  the 
apiiitual  world,  beinti  intimations,  rsther  than  de- 
tailed instructions,  for  your  conduci,  and  cipressed 
raiher  by  cnmmancis  than  by  any  reason  or  atga- 

vice  lo  youj  in  any  other  caBc,  it  is  most  likely  thai 
I  may  fad  you  at  need,  and  niclt  from  your  side  like  a 
phantom  which  dteads  the  spprosch  of  day." 
^,  'YoK  cannot  be  so  cruel!"  answered  the  lady, 
A  gentleman,  a  knight,  and  a  nobleman— «nd  I  per- 
Buodo  myself  I  apeak  to  nil— hath  duties  which  he 


ibridge  fiiribrr 


pruleclion.     You    abridge  larthrr  a 


I  and  apecd 
H'iih  the  track  ofi 


SX, 


nunicaiiiin.  be  lurned  shun  inn 
he  wood,  nnd  aeejned  to  adopii 
the  nature  of  ibe  ground,  ih» 
!.ady  Augusta  was  niuunleil  haJ 
wiih,  she  followed  him  widiibt 
f  the  young  spaniel,  which,  fron 
mdneaa,  endeavoun  10  keep  if 
I  severe  maalcr.  Tlie  aimilt.  ill 
wliie  one.  nor  entirely  becoiniw 


cvengefiii 
are  well 
ill  induce 

r  .,..u-       -J  present  were  also  rate,  and  the  Lady  Augustsdt 
ischarge    Berkety  could  not  but  persuadehersclflhst  the  leiiiblt 
'  "hompion,  whose  name  had  been  1     '         "'      '      " 
'  'ty,  and  Ihe  lenvr  ind 


pliah   her  deliveraj 


mg  the  them 
of  the  wbab 

keep  pace  with  die  plM- 


lom-like  apparition,  and  followed  Ihe  kniithl,  u  thr 
evening  ahadow  keeps  walch  upon  Ibe  bdated  nMc 

As  the  llHly  obviously  suRcnd  under  the  d^trec  « 
cierlH>n  iMceiairy  10  keep  hor  paU^  (nun  tnmblial 
in  theae  sleep  and  broken  patlia,  tha  EnUil  of  the 
Tomb  slackened  bis  pace,  looked  anxiuMly  vtaat 
him,  and  muttered  apparently  lo  himaelC  thoiwIlBD- 
bahly  intended  for  hi*  con^ianioB'a  earT^'lieKUM 
occasion  for  so  much  hula." 

He  ptoceoded  at  a  alowir  rala  until  tbef  awmri  i* 
be  un  Ihe  brink  of  ■  lavina,  beuR  ons  of  nany  im- 
Bulsnlies  on  the  auiftco  at  tha  grounit,  f&ctsd  O) 


^BAV.  XVI.] 


CASTL£  DANGEROUS. . 
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he  sudden  torrents  peculiar  to  that  country,  and 
Rrhich.  winding  amonj{  the  trees  and  copsewood, 
brmeo,  as  it  were,  a  net  of  places  (if  concealment, 
»peninff  into  each  other,  so  tnat  there  was  perhaps 
lo  place  in  the  world  so  fit  for  the  purpose  of  ambus- 
»de.  The  spot  where  the  borderer  Tumbuli  had 
nade  his  escape  at  the  hunting-match,  was  one  spe- 
amen  of  this  broken  country,  and  perhaps  connected 
tsrif  with  the  various  thicKcts  and  passes  through 
vhich  the  knight  and  pilgrim  occasionally  seemed  to 
ake  their  way,  though  that  ravine  was  at  a  consi- 
lerable  distance  from  their  present  route. 

Mean  while  the  knight  led  the  way,  as  if  rather 
vith  the  purpose  of  bewildering  the  lady  Augusta 
imidst  these  m terminable  woods,  than  following  any 
izact  or  fixed  path.  Here  they  ascended,  and  anon 
ippeared  to  descend  in  the  same  direction,  finding 
inly  boundless  wildernesses,  and  varied  combina- 
ions  of  tangled  woodland  scenery.  Such  part  of  the 
»untry  as  seemed  arable,  the  knight  appeared  care- 
ully  to  avoid ;  yet  he  could  not  direct  his  course  with 
o  much  certainty  but  that  he  occasionally  crossed 
he  path  of  inhabitants  and  cultivators,  who  showed 
L  consciousness  of  so  singular  a  presence,  but  never, 
18  the  lady  observed,  evinced  any  symptom  of  recog- 
lition.  The  inference  was  obvious,  that  the  spectre 
aught  was  known  in  the  country,  and  that  he  pos- 
esaed  adherents  or  accomplices  there,  who  were  at 
east  so  far  his  friends,  as  to  avoid  giving  any  alarm, 
vhich  might  be  the  means  of  his  discovery.  The 
veU  imitated  cry  of  the  night>owl,  too  frequent  a 
(uest  in  the  wilderness  that  its  call  should  be  a  sub- 
set of  surprise,  seemed  to  be  a  signal  generally  un- 
lerstood  among  them ;  for  it  was  heard  in  dinerent 
larts  of  the  wood,  and  the  lady  Augusta,  experienced 
a  such  journeys  by  her  former  travels  imder  the 
niidanoe  of  the  minstrel  Bertram,  was  led  to  observe, 
hat  on  hearing  such  wild  notes,  her  guide  chansed 
be  direction  of  his  course,  and  betook  himseirto 
laths  which  led  through  deeper  wilds,  and  more  im- 
lenetrable  thickets.  This  happened  so  often,  that  a 
icw  alarm  came  upon  the  untortmiate  pilgrim,  which 
bggeeted  other  motives  of  terror.  Was  she  not  the 
ionndant,  and  almost  the  tool  of  some  artful  design, 
■id  with  a  view  to  an  extensive  operation,  which 
ras  destined  to  terminate,  as  the  enorts  of  Douglas 
lad  before  done,  in  the  sniprise  of  his  hereditary 
Astle,  the  massacre  of  the  English  garrison— and 
inally  in  the  dishonour  and  death  of  that  Sir  John 
[e  Walton,  upon  whose  fate  she  had  long  believed, 
»r  taught  herself  to  believe,  that  her  own  was  de- 
lendent  7 

It  no  sooner  flashed  across  the  mind  of  the  Lady 
lugnsta  that  she  was  engaged  in  some  such  conspi- 
Bcy  with  a  Scottish  insurgent,  than  she  shuddered 
It  the  consequences  of  tne  dark  transactions  in 
vhich  she  had  now  become  involved,  and  which 
ippeared  to  have  a  tendency  so  very  difTerent  from 
vnat  she  had  at  first  apprehended. 

The  hours  of  the  morning  of  this  remarkable  day, 
>eing  that  of  Palm  Sunday,  were  thus  drawn  out  in 
vandering  from  place  to  place ;  while  the  Lady  de 
Serkely  occasionally  interposed  by  petitions  for 
iberty,  which  she  endeavoured  to  express  in  the 
nost  moving  and  pathetic  manner,  and  by  ofiers  of 
wealth  and  treasures,  to  which  no  answer  whatever 
ivaa  returned  by  her  strange  guide. 

At  length,  as  if  worn  out  by  his  captive's  importu- 
nity, the  knight,  coming  close  up  to  the  bridle  rein  of 
the  Lady  Augusta,  saicTin  a  solemn  tone— 

"I  am,  as  you  may  well  believe,  none  of  those 
knights  who  roam  through  wood  and  wild  seeking 
idventures,  by  which  I  may  obtain  grace  in  the  eyes 
»f  a  fair  lady :  Yet  will  1  to  a  certain  degree  grant 
the  reouest  which  thou  dost  solicit  so  anxiously,  and 
the  arbitration  of  thy  fate  shall  depend  upon  the 
pleasure  of  him  to  whose  will  thou  hast  expressed 
thyself  ready  to  submit  thine  own.  I  will,  on  our 
arrival  at  the  place  of  our  destination,  which  is  now 
at  hand,  write  to  Sir  John  de  Walton,  and  send  my 
letter,  together  with  thy  fair  self^  by  a  special  mes- 
senger. He  will,  no  doubt,  npeedily  attend  our  sum- 
mons, and  thou  shalt  thyself  be  satisfied,  that  even 
he  who  has  as  yet  appeared  deaf  to  entreaty,  and 


insensible  to  earthly  afiiectiona,  has  still  some  sympa- 
thy for  beauty  and  for  virtue.  I  will  put  the  choice 
of  safety,  and  thy  future  happiness,  into  thine  own 
hands,  and  those  of  the  man  whom  thou  hast 
chosen ;  and  thou  mayst  select  which  thou  wilt  be- 
twixt those  and  misery." 

While  he  thus  spoke,  one  of  those  ravines  or  clefrs 
in  the  earth  seemed  to  yawn  before  them,  and  enter- 
ing it  at  the  upper  end,  the  spectre  knignt,  with  an 
attention  which  he  had  not  yet  shown,  gmded  the 
lady's  courser  by  the  rein  down  the  broken  and  steep 
path  by  which  alone  the  bottom  of  the  tangled  din- 
gle was  accessible.  , 

When  placed  on  firm  ground  after  the  dangers  of 
a  descent,  in  which  her  palfrey  seemed  to  be  sustained 
by  the  personal  strength  ana  address  of  the  singular 
b^g  who  had  hold  of  the  bridle,  the  lady  looked 
with  some  astonishment  at  a  place  so  well  adapted 
for  concealment  as  that  which  she  had  now  reached. 
It  appeared  evident  that  it  was  used  for  this  purpose, 
for  more  than  one  stifled  answer  was  given  to  a  very 
low  bugle-note  emitted  by  the  Knight  of  the  Tomb ; 
and  when  the  same  note  was  repeated,  about  half  a 
score  of  armed  men,  some  weanng  the  dress  of  sol- 
diers, others  those  of  shepherds  and  agriculturists, 
showed  themselves  imperfectly,  as  if  acknowledging 
the  summons. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

"  Hail  to  you.  my  gallant  friends!"  said  the  Knight 
of  the  Tomb  to  his  companions,  who  seemed  to  wel- 
come him  with  the  eagerness  of  men  engaged  in  the 
same  perilous  undertaking.  "  The  winter  has  passed 
over,  the  festival  of  Palm  Sunday  is  come,  and  as 
surely  as  the  ice  and  snow  of  this  season  shall  not 
remain  to  chill  the  earth  through  the  ensuing  sum- 
mer, so  surely  we,  in  a  few  hours,  keep  our  word 
to  those  southern  braggarts,  who  thinx  their  lan- 
guage of  boasting  and  malice  has  as  much  force  over 
our  Scottish  bosoms,  as  the  blastpossesses  over  the 
autumn  fruits ;  but  it  is  not  so.  While  we  choose  to 
remain  concealed,  they  may  as  vainly  seek  to  descry 
us,  as  a  housewite  would  search  for  tlie  needle  she 
has  dropped  among  the  withered  foliage  of  yon 
gigantic  oak.  Yet  a  few  hours,  and  the  lost  needle 
shall  become  the  exterminating  sword  of  the  Genius 
of  Scotland,  avenging  ten  thousand  injuries,  and  es- 
pecially the  life  of  the  gallant  Lord  Douglas,  cruelly 
done  to  death  as  an  exue  from  his  native  country.'* 

An  exclamation  between  a  yell  and  a  groan  burst 
from  the  assembled  retainers  of  Douglas,  upon  being 
reminded  of  the  recent  death  of  their  cliieftain ;  while 
they  seemed  at  the  same  time  sensible  of  the  neces- 
sity of  making  little  noise,  lest  they  should  give  the 
alarm  to  some  of  the  numerous  English  parties 
which  were  then  traversing  difierent  parts  of  the 
forest.  The  acclamation,  so  cautiously  uttered,  had 
scarce  died  away  in  silence,  when  the  Knight  of  the 
Tomb,  or,  to  call  him  by  his  proper  name,  Sir  James 
Douglas,  again  addressed  his  handful  of  faithful  fol- 
lowers. 

"One  efibrt,  my  friends,  may  yet  be  made  to  end 
our  strife  with  the  southron  without  bloodshed.  Fate 
has  within  a  few  hours  thrown  into  my  P9wer  the 
young  heiress  of  Berkely,  for  whose  sake  it  is  said 
Sir  John  de  Walton  keeps  with  such  obstinacy  the 
castle  which  is  mine  by  inheritance.  Is  there  one 
among  you  who  dare  go,  as  the  honourable  escort  of 
Augusta  de  Berkely,  bearing  a  letter,  explaining  the 
terms  on  which  I  am  wilhng  to  restore  her  to  her 
lover,  to  freedom,  and  to  her  English  lordships  7" 

"If  there  is  none  other,"  said  a  tall  man,  dressed 
in  the  tattered  attire  of  a  woodsman,  and  being,  in 
fact,  no  other  than  the  very  Michael  Turnbull,  who 
had  already  nven  so  extraordinary  a  proof  of  his  un- 
daunted manhood,  "I  will  gladly  be  the  person  who 
will  be  the  lady's  henchman  ofi  this  expedition." 

**Thou  art  never  wanting,"  said  the  Douglas, 
**  where  a  manly  deed  is  to  be  done ;  but  remeamer, 
this  ladv  must  pledge  to  us  her  wonl  and  oath  that 
she  will  hold  herself  our  faithful  prisoner,  rescue  or 
no  rescue ;  that  she  will  consider  herself  as  pledg^ 
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for  the  life,  iraedom,  and  (air  UMce  of  Michael  Tuni- 
biiU;  and  that  if  sir  John  de^alton  refuae  my 
terms,  aha  muat  hold  herself  obliged  to  return  witn 
Tarnbull  to  our  preaence,  in  order  to  be  diapoaed  of 
at  our  pleaaore." 

There  waa  much  in  these  conditions,  which  atruck 
the  Ladjr  Auipiata  with  natural  doubt  and  horror ; 
nevertheless,  strange  aait  majr  seem,  the  declaration 
of  the  DougUa  gave  a  species  of  decision  to  her 
actuation,  which  might  have  otherwise  been  unat- 
tainable s  and  finom  the  high  opinion  which  she  en- 
tertainea  of  the  Douglaa'a  chivalry,  abe  could  not 
brin^  heraelf  to  think,  that  any  part  which  he  mkht 
play  m  the  approaching  drama  would  be  other  than 
that  which  a  perfect  good  knight  would,  under  all 
circumatancea,  maintam  towaraa  hia  enemv.  Even 
wiib  reapect  to  De  Walton,  ahe  Celt  heraell  relieved 
of  a  painiul  difficulty,  "pie  idea  of  her  being  dia- 
covered  by  the  knight  himaelf,  in  a  male  diwiae, 
had  preyed  upon  her  spirits ;  and  ahe  lalt  aa  if  guilty 
of  a  departure  from  the  laws  of  womanhood,  in  nav- 
ing  extended  her  iavour  towarda  him  beyond  maid- 
enljr  limita ;  a  ato),  too,  which  might  tend  to  leaaen 
her  in  the  eyea  of  the  lover  for  whom  ahe  had  hazaided 
BO  much. 


"  Ths  hMTt,  alw  Hud,  is  lighttr 

ThMt  it  bat  lifhtlf  won  ; 
And  looff  iliall  mooni  Um  iMUlleH 

That  lmv«a  hit  love  too  •oon." 

On  the  other  hand,  to  be  brought  before  him  aa  a 
prisoner,  waa  indee4  a  drcumatance  equally  per- 
plexing and  unpleasmg,  but  it  waa  one  whicn  waa 
beyond  her  control,  and  the  Douglas,  into  whoae 
hands  she  had  fallen,  appeared  to  her  to  represent 
the  deity  in  the  play,  whoae  entrance  waa  almoat 
sufficient  to  bring  its  perplexitiea  to  a  concluaion; 
ahe  therefore  not  unwillingly  submitted  to  take  what 
oaths  and  oromiaes  were  required  by  the  party  in 
whose  hands  she  found  herseu.  and  aocordingiy  en- 

Saged  to  be  a  true  prisoner,  whatever  might  occur. 
lean  time  ahe  strictly  obeyed  the  directions  of  those 
who  had  her  motbna  at  command,  devoutly  praying 
that  circumatancea,  in  themselves  ao  adverae,  nught 
nevertbeleaa  work  together  for  the  aafety  of  her  lover 
and  her  own  freedom. 

A  pause  ensued,  during  which  a  slight  repeat  waa 
plac^  before  the  Lady.  Augusta,  who  waa  well  ni^ 
exhauated  with  the  fatiguea  of  her  journey. 

Dooglaa  and  his  partiaana,  mean  whil&  whispered 
together,  aa  if  unwilling  she  should  hear  their  confer- 
ence ;  wnile.  to  purchase  their  good-will,  if  possible^ 
ahe  atodioualy  avoided  every*  appearance  of  liateidng. 

After  some  converaation,  TurnbuH,  who  appeared 
to  consider  the  lady  aa  peculiarly  his  charge,  said  to 
her  m  a  harsh  voice,  "  Do  not  fear,  lady ;  no  wrong 
ahall  be  done  you ;  nevertbeleaa.  you  must  be  con- 
tent for  a  space  to  be  blindfolded." 

She  submitted  to  this  in  silent  terror :  and  the 
trooper,  wrapping  part  of  a  mantle  round  her  head, 
did  not  aaaiat  ner  to  remount  her  pslfrey,  but  lent  her 
hia  arm  to  aupport  her  in  thia  blinded  state. 


[GaAis.XV]L 

aominsf  oo  my  situation  if  I  bear  yoa  in 
thronan  ruina  wfaeaa  you  eonld  BOt  esahr 
andblmdfold." 

At  the  aama  time  the  Lady  AngaaU  BoUy  ftk 
heraelf  raiaed  from  the  earm  in  the  atraog  msi 
of  a  man,  and  borne  onward  with  dM  utmost  §■• 
tleneaa,  without  the  neeeaaity  of  making  thsaspai- 
fill  exertiona  whicb  had  been  foameily 
She  waa  ashamed  of  her  ■tnatkm;  hot, 
delicate^  it  waa  no  time  togiTe  vent  to  a  . 
which  might  have  given  oflenoe  to  penooa  whoaii 
waa  her  mtereat  to  oonciliateL  8h^  tbenfeit,  i^ 
nutted  to  neeeaaity,  and  heard  the  nUoving  w9k 
whiapered  in  her  ear. 

"Fear  nothing;  then  ia  no  evil  inteBdad  ysa;  as 
shall  Sir  John  de  Walton,  if  he  lovea  yoa  aa  yaa4> 
serve  at  his  hand,  receive  any  bana  on  ovpsn.  Ht 
call  on  him  but  to  do  juaiioe  to  ouraelvaa  aodio  fsi; 
and  be  aaaured  you  will  beat  aooomph^  yov  an 
happineaa  by  aidug  our  viewa,  which  an  aqpttf  ■ 
fiivour  of  your  wiahea  and  your  freedom.*' 

Ifie  Lady  Auguata  wouhi  have  made 
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T^x  ground  which  they  traveraed  waa,  aa  Lady 
Auguata  ootild  feel,  very  broken  and  uneven,  and 
eometimea,  aa  ahe  thoui^t,  encumbered  with  ruina, 
which  were  difficult  to  aurrooimt  Tlie  strength  of 
her  comrade  assisted  her  forward  on  such  occasions; 
but  his  help  was  so  roughly  adminiatered,  that  the 
lacfy  once  or  twice,  in  fear  or  aoflering,  was  com- 
pelled to  groan  or  sigh  heavily,  whatever  waa  her 
deaire  to  auppraaa  sncn  evidence  of  the  apprehenaion 
which  ahe  umlcrwent,  or  the  pain  which  she.  endured. 
Presently,  upon  an  occaaion  of  thia  kind,  ahe  waa 
diatinctly  aenaible  that  the  rough  woodaman  waa 
lemoved  from  her  side,  and  another  of  the  party  aub- 
atituted  in  hia  atead^  whoae  voice,  more  gentle  than 
that  of  hia  companion,  ahe  thought  ahe  had  laie^ 
heard. 

'*Nuble  lady,^  were  the  wordai  "fear  not  the 
alightest  injury  at  our  handa,  and  accept  of  my  mi- 
nistry inatead  of  that  of  my  henchman,  who  haa 
gone  forward  with  our  letter ;  do  not  think  me  pre- 


to  thia,  but  her  breath,  betwixt  foar  and  thi 
with  which  ahe  waa  tnnqxNteiL  icfiiaed  to 
her  to  uae  intelligible  acoenta.  Mean  time 
to  be  sensible  that  ahe  waa  endoaed  within  sosa 
building,  and  probably  a  ruinoua  <»»— for  ahhsi^ 
the  mode  of  her  transportatioa  no  kmgsr  pcraimi 
her  to  aaoertain  the  nature  of  her  path  in  any  nmm 
diatinctly,  yet  the  abaence  of  the  ezteraal  air-ww 
waa,  however  sometimes  exdndnd,  and  siiiattiis 
admitted  in  fuiioaa  guata— intimated  that  she  wm 
conducted  through, buildings  partly  anting  sad  ■ 
other  places  admitting  the  wind  throogh  wide  nsa 
and  gap&  la  one  phioe  it  aeemed  to  the  lady  m  i 
ahe  paaaed  throu^  a  cooaiderable  bodyof  peopla  ii 
of  whom  obaerved  silenoe^  althoo^  thsca  waa  ttmt 
times  heard  among  them  a  munnnr,  to  whieh  twy 
one  praaent  in  aome  degree  oontribated,  althosgk  m 
general  aoond  did  not  exceed  a  whiaper.  Hsr  b» 
ation  made  her  attend  to  every  circumatanoi^  aodik 
did  not  fail  to  observe  that  theae  penona  nowde  air 
for  him  who  bore  her,  until  at  lenglh  ahe  bscsas 
sensible  that  he  deaoended  by  the  vagular  stcpi  <f  i 
stair,  and  that  ahe  waa  now  alone  ezoeDtingl»ea» 

Cany.  AirivecL  aa  it  appeand  to  the  lady,  an  wm 
»vel  ground,  thc^  prooseded  on  their  ainipriar  mi 
by  a  course  which  appeared  neither  direct  nor  mif, 
and  through  an  atmoaphere  which  waa  cloae  it  i 
amothenng  degree,  and  felt  at  the  aame  tine  imm 
and  diaagreeable,  aa  if  from,  the  vapoun  of  a  aiv- 
made  grave.    Her  guide  again  apoke. 

"  Bear  op,  Lady  Auguata,  for  a  little  kiopr,  oi 
continue  to  endure  that  atmosphere  which  anaiki 
one  day  common  to  ua  alL  By  the  newesity  of  a^ 
aituation.  I  muat  resign  my  preaent  office  to  yosr«> 
ginal  guide,  and  can  only  give  you  my  aaanraDca.  tte 
neither  he,  nor  any  one  elae^  ahall  ofler  yea  the  asa 
incivility  or  insult— and  on  thia  yon  may  rely,  oa  m 
faith  ofia  man  of  honour." 

He  placed  her,  aa  he  said  tbeaa  vaorda,  apea  it 
aolt  tuii  and,  to  her  infinite  refieahmen^  nads  ka 
sensible  that  she  waa  once  more  in  the  opao  all;  isl 
free  from  the  smothering  atmosphen  wfiich  hsdka 
fore  oppreased  her  like  that  of  a  chamel-haass.  M 
the  aama  time,  ahe  breathed  in  a  whisper  an  aaaisi 
wish  that  she  might  be  permitted  to  diaanoaaabtfktf; 
aelf  from  the  folda  of  the  mantle^  which  BuUm 
almoat  the  power  of  breathing  thowi  inteadadcaftr 
to  prevent  her  seting  by  what  road  ahe  tnaeihi 
She  inunediately  found  it  imfoldad,  aoeaably  10  ka 
requeaL  and  haatened,  with  unoovaraa  afss^  ^  ^ 
noto  of  the  scene  around  her. 
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It  waa  overahadowed  by  thick  oak'twas,  aaM 
which  atood  aome  remnants  of  buildinn  or  wM 
might  have  seemed  such,  being  perhapa  ma  sai 
which  she  had  been  lateljr  wandering.  A  dear  . 
tain  of  living  water  bubbled  forth  from  nndsr  m 
twisted  roots  of  one  of  thoaa  tresa.  and  aftnd  m 
lady  the  opportunity  of  a  diaqgbtof  thapata  dtsMak 
and  in  which  she  alao  bathed  her  foce»  which  had » 
oeived  more  than  one  scratch  in  the  conns  af  te 
journey,  in  snite  of  the  care,  and  almoat  the  t^d** 
neas^  mth  which  ahe  had  latterly  baas  hona  mm^ 
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tb0  oool  water  ipeednjr  «topt  the  bleeding  of  those 
oiflins  injaries,  and  the  application  served  at  the  same 
time  to  recall  the  scattered  senses  of  the  damsel  hcr- 
leit  Her  first  idea  was,  whether  an  attempt  to 
SBcape,  if  such  should  appear  possible,  was  not  ad- 
iri88Dl&  A  moment's  renection,  however,  satisfied 
ler  that  such  a  scheme  was  not  to  bo  thought  of; 
ind  such  second  thoughts  were  confirmed  by  the  ap- 
)roach  of  the  gigantic  form  of  the  huntsman  Turn- 
niJl,  the  rough  tones  of  whose  voice  were  heard  before 
U8  fi|nire  was  obvious  to  her  eye. 

"Were  you  impatient  fur  my  return,  fair  lady? 
Such  as  I,  he  continued  in  an  ironical  tone  of  voice. 
*  who  are  foremost  in  the  chase  of  wild  stags  ana 
lilvan  cnttle,  are  not  in  use  to  lag  behind,  when  fair 
adieS)  like  you,  are  the  objects  of  pursuit ;  and  if  I 
im  not  so  constant  in  my  attendance  as  you  might 
spect,' believe  me,  it  is  because  I  was  engaged  in  an- 
>tlier  matter,  to  which  I  must  sacrifice  for  a  tittle 
»v«n  the  duty  of  attending  on  you." 

*' I  offer  no  resistance,"  said  the  lady;  "forbear, 
lowever,  in  discharging  thy  duty,  to  augment  my 
ineasinesc  by  thy  conversation,  for  thy  master  hain 
)ledged  me  his  word  that  he  will  not  suHer  ine  to  be 
ilarmed  or  \)L  treated." 

"Nay^  fair  one,"  replied  the  huntsman,  "I  ever 
Jipught  It  was  fit  to  mnke.intcrcst  by  soft  words  with 
air  ladies ;  but  if  you  like  it  not,  I  have  no  such  plea- 
Hire  in  hunting  for  fine  holyday  terms,  but  that  1  can 
with  equal  ease. hold  myself  silent.  Come,  then, 
linoe  we  must  wait  upon  this  lover  of  yours  ere  morn- 
ng  closes^  and  learn  his  last  resolution  touching  a 
natter  which  is  become  so  strangely  complicated,  I 
m\l  hold  no  more  intercourse  with  you  as  a  female, 
mt  talk  to  you  as  a  person  of  sense,  although  an 
Snglish  woman." 

'HTou  will,"  replied  the  lady,  "best  fulfil  the  in- 
entions  of  those  by  whose  ordere  you  act,  by  holding 
ID  society  with  me  whatever,  otherwise  than  is  neces- 
lary  in  tne  character  of  guide." 

The  man  lowered  his  brows,  yet  seemed  to  assent 
o  what  the  Lady  of  Berkely  proposed,  and  remained 
nlent  as  they  for  some  time  pursued  their  course,  each 
>ondenng  over  their  own  share  of  meditation,  which 
)robab]y.  turned  upon  matters  essentially  different. 
it  length  the  loud  blast  of  a  bugle  was  heard  at  no 
rreat  distance  from  the  unsocial  fellow-travellers. 
'  That  is  the  person  we  seek,"  said  Tumbull ;  "  I 
Loow  his  blast  from  any  other  who  frequents  this 
brest,  and  my  orders  are  to  bring  you  to  speech  of 
lim." 

The  blood  dsrted  rapidly  through  the  lady's  veins 
it  the  thought  of  being  thus  unceremoniously  pre- 
sented to  the  knight,  in  whose  favour  she  had  con- 
<B8sed  a  rash  preference  more  agreeable  to  the  mau- 
lers of  those  times,  when  exaggerated  sentiments 
tfien  inspired  actions  of  extravagant  generosity,  than 
D  our  days,  when  every  thing  is  accounted  absurd 
lehicb  does  not  turn  upon  a  motive  connected  with 
he  immediate  selfish  mterests  of  the  actor  himself. 
When  Turnbul],  therefore;  winded  his  horn,  as  if  in 
inswer  to  the  blast  which  they  had  heard,  the  lady 
iras  disposed  to  fly  at  the  first  impulse  of  shame  and 
>f  fear.  Turnbull  perceived  her  intention,  and  caught 
lold  of  her  with  no  very  gentle  grasp,  saying—"  Nay, 
ady,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  you  pfay  your  own 
)art  in  the  drama,  which,  unless  you  continue  on  the 
ttage,  will  conclude  unsatisfactorily  to  us  all.  in  a 
xmibat  at  ou trance  between  your  lover  ana  me, 
when  it  will  appear  which  of  us  is  most  worthy  of 
four  favour." 

"  I  will  be  patient,"  said  the  lady,  bethinking  her 
that  even  this  strange  man's  presence,  and  the  com- 
wlsion  which  he  appeared  to  use  towards  her,  was  a 
lort  of  excuse  to  her  female  scruples,  for  coming  into 
the  presence  of  her  lover,  at  least  of  her  first  appear- 
ince  before  him,  in  a  disguise  which  her  feelings  con- 
feased  was  not  extremely  decorous,  or  reconcilable 
lo  the  dignity  of  her  sex. 

The  moment  after  these  thoughts  had  passed 
through  her  mind,  the  tramp  of  a  horse  was  heard 
spproaching;  and  Sir  John  de  Walton,  pressing 
through  the  trees,  became  aware  of  the  presence  of 
bia  lady,  captive,  as  it  seemed,  in  the  grasp  of  a  Scot- 
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tish  outlaw,  who  was  only  known  to  him  by  his  for- 
mer audacity  at  the  hunting-match. 

His  sun^rise  and  joy  only  supplied  the  knight  with 
those  hasty  expressions— ^*CaJ tiff,  let  go  thy  hold! 
or  die  in  thy  profane  attempt  to  control  the  motions 
of  one  whom  the  very  sun  m  heaven  should  be  proud 
to  obey."  At  the  same  time,  anprchensive  ilint  the 
huntsman  might  hurry  the  Indy  from  his  sight  by 
means  of  some  entangled  path— such  as  u|x)n  a  for- 
mer occasion  hnd  served  liim  for  escape—Sir  John 
de  Walton  dropped  his  cumbrous  lance,  of  which  the 
trees  did  not  permit  him  the  perfect  use,  and  spring- 
ing from  his  horse,  approached  Turnbull  with  hia 
drawn  swoni. 

The  Scottishman,  keeping  his  left  hand  ttill  upon 
the  lady^s  mantle,  uplifted  with  his  rigiit  his  battle- 
axe,  or  Jcdwuod  stafl^  for  the  piiniosc  of  parrying 
and  returning  iho  blow  of  his  antagonist,  but  the 
lady  s|)oke. 

"Sir  John  de  Walton,"  she  sakl,  "for  heaven's 
sake,  forbear  all  violence,  till  you  hear  upcr.  what 
pacific  object  1  am  brought  hither,  and  by  what 
peaceful  means  these  ware  may  bo  put  an  end  to. 
This  man,  though  an  enemy  of  yours,  has  been  to 
me  a  civil  and  respectful  guardian;  and  I  entreat 
you  to  forbear  him  while  he  speaks  the  purpose  for 
which  he  has  brought  me  hither." 

"To  speak  of  compulsion  and  the  Lady  de  Berkely 
in  the  same  breaih,  would  itself  be  cttuse  enoiif^h  for 
instant  death,"  said  the  Governor  of  Douglas  Castle  i 
"  but  you  command,  lady,  and  I  spare  his  insignifi- 
cant life,  although  I  have  causes  of  complaint  against 
him,  the  least  of  which  were  good  warrant,  had  he  a 
thousand  lives,  for  the  forfeiture  of  them  all." 

"John  de  Walton"  replied  Turnbull,  "this  lady 
well  knows  that  no  fear  of  thee  operates  in  my  mind 
to  render  this  a  peaceful  meeting;  and  were  I  not 
withheld  bv  other  circumstances  of  great  considera- 
tion to  the  Douglas,  as  well  as  thyself;  I  should  have 
no  more  fear  in  facmg  the  utmost  thou  couldst  do, 
than  I  have  now  in  levelling  that  sapUngto  the  earth 
it  grows  upon."  ,      .    , , .    , 

So  saying.  Michael  Turnbull  raised  his  battle-axe, 
and  struck  from  a  neighbouring  oak-tree  a  branch, 
well  nigh  as  thick  as  a  man's  arm,  which  (with  all  ita 
twigs  and  leaves)  rushed  to  the  ground  between  Da 
Walton  and  the  Scotchman,  giving  a  smgular  in- 
stance of  the  keennessof  his  weapon,  and  the  strength 
and  dexterity  with  which  he  used  it. 

"  Let  there  be  truce,  then,  between  us,  good  fel- 
low," said  Sir  John  de  Walton,  "  since  it  is  the  lady's 
pleasure  that  such  should  be  the  case,  and  let  ma 
know  what  thou  hast  to  say  to  me  respecting  her?" 

"  On  that  subject,"  wki  Turnbull,  "  my  words  are 
few,  but  mark  thcon.  Sir  Englishman.  The  Lady 
Augusta  Berkely,  wandering  in  this  country,  has  be- 
come a  prisoner  of  the  noble  Lord  Douglas,  the 
rightful  inheritor  of  the  castle  and  lordship,  and  ha 
finds  himself  obliged  to  attach  to  the  liberty  of  this 
lady  the  followios  conditions,  being,  in  all  respects 
sucn  as  «ood  and  lawful  warfare  entitles  a  knight  to 
exact.  That  is  to  say,  in  all  honour  and  safety  the 
Lady  Augusta  shall  be  delivered  to  Sir  John  de  Wal- 
ton, or  those  whom  he  shall  name  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  her.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Castle  of 
Douglas  itself  together  with  all  out-posts  or  garri- 
sons thereunto  belonging,  shall  be  made  over  ana 
surrendered  by  Sir  John  de  Walton,  in  the  same  situ- 
ation, and  containing  the  same  provisions  and  artil- 
lery, as  are  now  within  their  walls;  and  the  space  of 
a  month  of  truce  shall  be  oermitted  to  Sir  James 
Douglas  and  Sir  John  de  Walton  farther  to  regulate 
the  terms  of  surrender  on  both  parts,  having  first 
plighted  their  knightly  woid  and  oath,  that  in  the 
excnaoge  of  the  honourable  lady  for  the  foresakl 
castle,  lies  the  full  import  of  the  present  sgreement, 
and  that  every  other  subject  of  dispute  shall,  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  noble  knights  foresaid,  be  honourably 
compounded  and  agreed  betwixt  them :  or,  at  their 
pleasure,  settled  knightly  by  single  combat,  accord- 
ing to  usage,  and  in  a  fair  field,  btfore  any  honourable 
person,  that  may  possess  power  enough  u>  preside.. 

It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  the  astonishment  of  Sir 
John  de  Walton  at  hearing  the  contents  of  this  ex- 
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traordinary  cartel ;  he  lookrd  towards  the  Lady  of 
Berkc'ly  with  thai  aspect  of  despair  with  whic:h  a 
criminal  may  be  supposed  to  see  hisi  guardian  angel 

{prepare  for  departure.  Through  her  mind  also  simi- 
ar  ideas  flowed,  as  if  they  contained  a  concession  of 
what  she  had  considered  as  the  summit  of  her 
widhca,  but  under  conditions  dis^^raccful  to  her  lover, 
like  the  cherub's  fiery  sword  ot  yore,  which  was  a 
barrier  between  our  first  parents  and  the  blessings  of 
Paradise.  Sir  John  de  Walton,  after  a  moment's 
hesitation,  broke  silence  in  tlieae  words:— 

"Noble  lady,  you  may  be  surprised  if  a  condition 
be  imposed  upon  me.  having  for  its  object  your  free- 
dom ;  and  if  Sir  John  de  Walton,  already  standing 
under  those  obligations  to  you,  which  he  is  proud  of 
acknowledging,  should  yet  hesitate  on  accepting, 
with  the  utmost  eagerness,  what  must  ensure  your 
restoration  to  freedom  and  independence ;  but  so  it  is, 
that  the  words  now  spoken  have  thrilled  in  mine  ear 
without  reaching  to  niv  understanding,  and  I  must 
pray  ihe  Lady  ot  Berkciy  for  pardon  if  I  take  time  to 
reconsider  them  for  a  short  flpaci>." 

"And  I,"  replicil  Turnbull.  "have  only  power  to 
allow  you  half  an  hour  for  the  consideration  of  an 
oHer,  in  accepting  which,  methinks,  you  should  jump 
•houlder-height,  instead  of  asking  any  time  for  re- 
flection. Vvnat  does  this  cartel  exact,  save  what 
vour  duty  as  a  knight  implicitly  obliges  you  to  ?  Vou 
have  engaged  yoursell'  to  become  the  agent  of  the 
tyrant  Edward,  in  holding  Douglas  CastU%  as  his 
commander,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Scottish  nation, 
and  of  the  Knight  of  Douglaf  Dale,  who  never,  as  a 
community  or  as  an  individual,  were  guilty  of  the 
least  injury  towanls  you ;  you  are  therefore  prosemit- 
ing  a  false  path,  unworthy  of  n  good  knight.  On  the 
otner  hand,  the  freedom  and  safety  of  your  lady  is 
now  proposed  to  be  pledged  to  you,  with  a  full  assu- 
rance of^  her  liberty  and  honour,  on  consideration  of 
your  withdrawing  I'rom  the  unjust  line  of  conduct,  in 
which  you  have  sufl[lTe<l  yourself  to  be  imprudently  . 
engaged.  If  you  persevere  in  it,  you  place  your  own  ; 
honour,  and  the  lady's  happiness,  in  the  hands  of 
men  whom  you  have  done  every  thing  in  your  power 
to  rr.nder  desperate,  and  whom,  thus  irritated,  it  is 
most  probable  you  may  fin<l  such." 

"It  is  not  trom  thee  at  least,"  said  the  knight, 
"  that  I  shall  leurn  to  estimate  the  manner  in  which 
Douglas  will  explain  the  laws  of  war,  or  De  Walton  j 
receive  them  at  his  dietaiinc." 

"lam  not,  then,"  said  ^I'urnhuU,  "reccive<i  us  a 
friendlv  messenger  7  Farewell,  and  think  of  this  lady 
as  beiii^  in  any  hands  but  those  which  are  safe,  while 
vou  make  up  at  leisure  your  inind  upon  the  im-Si^uge  I 
have  brought  you.  Come,  madam,  we  must  be  gone." 

So  saying,  he  seized  upon  the  lady's  hand,  and 
pulled  her,  as  if  to  force  her  to  withdraw.  The  lady 
nad  stood  motionless,  and  almost  s^tlseles^),  while 
these  fli>eeches  were  exchanged  between  the  war- 
riors; but  when  she  felt  the  gnisp  of  Michael  Turn- 
bull,  she  exclaimed,  like  one  almost  beside  hcrs>elf 
with  fear—"  Help  me,  De  Walton  !" 

The  knight,  stung  to  instant  rape,  assaulted  the 
forester  with  the  utmost  fury,  and  dealt  him  with  his 
long  sword,  almost  at  unawares,  two  or  tnree  heavy 
blows,  by  which  he  was  so  wounded  that  Ik;  suuk  . 
backwards  m  the  thicket,  and  De  Walton  was  about 
to  despatch  him,  when  lie  was  prevented  by  thv 
anxious  cry  of  the  lady— "Alas!  De  Walton,  what 
have  you  done?  This  man  was  only  an  ami>a.<s:i- 
dor,  and  should  have  passed  free  from  injury,  while 
he  confined  himself  to  the  delivpry  of  what  he  was 
charged  with ;  and  if  thou  hast  slain  hini,  who  knows 
how  frightful  may  nrove  the  vengeance  exacted  T' 

The  voice  of  the  lady  seenuvl  to  recover  the  hunts- 
man from  the  cfiicts  of  the  blows  he  had  received ; 
he  sprung  en  his  feet,  saying—"  Never  mind  me,  nor 
think  of  my  becoming  the  means  of  making  inischiei'. 
The  knight,  in  his  haste,  spoke  without  giving  me 
warning  and  defiance,  which  gave  him  an  advantaj^ 
which,  I  think,  tic  would  oihcr^vise  have  scorned  to 
have  taken  in  euch  a  case.  I  will  renew  the  combat 
on  fairer  terms,  or  call  another  champion,  as  the 
knight  pleases."    With  those  words  h^  disuppcaritl. 

"Fear  not,  empress  of  De  Walton's  thoughts," 


answered  the  knight,  "  but  believe,  that  if  wc  regain 
together  the  shelter  of  Douglas  Castle,  and  the  safe- 
guard of  Saint  Greorge's  Cross,  thou  ina>'Bt  lau^h  at 
all.  And  if  you  can  but  nardoii,  what  I  shall  never 
be  able  to  forgive  myself,  the  mole-like  blindnes* 
which  did  not  recognise  the  sun  while  under  a  tem- 
porary eclipse,  the  task  cannot  be  named  too  hard 
tor  mortal  valour  to  achieve  which  I  shall  not  wil- 
lingly undertake^  to  wipe  out  the  memory  of  my 
grievous  fault." 

"  Mention  it  no  more,"  said  the  lady ;  "  it  is  not  it 
such  a  time  as  this,  when  our  lives  are  for  the  momeat 
at  stake,  that  quarrel*  upon  slighter  topics  are  to  be 
recurred  to.  I  can  tell  you,  if  you  do  not  yet  know, 
that  the  Scots  are  in  arms  in  this  vicinity,  and  that 
even  the  earth  has  yawne<l  to  conceal  them  from  the 
sight  of  vour  garrison." 

"Let  "it  yawn,  then,"  said  Sir  John  de  Walton, 
"  and  suffer  every  fiend  in  the  infernal  abyss  to  escape 
from  his  prison-house  and  reinforce  our  enemies— 
still,  fairest,  ha^nng  received  in  thee  a  pearl  of  match- 
less price,  my  spurs  shall  be  hacked  from  my  heels 
by  the  basest  scullion,  if  I  turn  mv  horse's  head  to 
the  rear  before  the  utmost  force  these  ruffians  can 
assemble,  either  upon  earth  or  from  underneath  it. 
In  thy  name  I  defy  them  all  to  instant  combat." 

As  Sir  John  de  Walton  pronounced  these  last 
words,  in  something  of  an  exalleti  tone,  a  toll  cava* 
lier,  arravt-tl  in  black  armour  of  the  simplest  form, 
stepped  ibrtli  from  that  part  of  the  thicket  where 
Turnbull  had  disappeared.  "I  am,"  ho  said,  ''Jamei 
of  Douglas,  and  your  chalh-nge  is  acreptca.  I,  the 
challenged,  name  the  arms  our  knightly  weapons  aa 
we  now  wear  ihem,  and  our  place  of  combat  thii 
field  or  dingle  callpfl  the  Blooily  Svkes,  the  lime  be- 
ing instant,  and  the  combatants,  like  true  knij^ta, 
ibrecoing  each  advantage  on  ♦  iihcr  side,"* 

"  So  be  it,  in  God's  name,"  said  the  English  knight, 
who,  though  surprised  at  being  called  upon  to  » 
sudden  an  encounter  with  so  formidable  a  warrior  ai 
young  Douglas,  was  too  proud  to  dream  of  avoiding 
the  combat.  Making  a  sign  to  the  lady  to  retire  be- 
hind him,  that  he  might  not  lose  the  advantogewiiiefa 
he  had  gained  by  setting  her  at  libertv  from  the  fo- 
rester, he  drew  his  sword,  and  with  a  deliberate  and 
prepared  attitude  of  offence,  moved  slowly  to  the 
encounter.  It  was  a  dreadful  one,  for  the  conrap 
and  skill  both  of  the  native  Lord  of  Douglas  Daie. 
and  of  De  Walton,  were  among  the  most  renowned 
of  the  times,  and  perhaps  the  world  of  chivalry  coiiU 
hardly  have  produced  two  knights  more  fainoui. 
Their  blows  foW  as  if  urged  by  some  mighty  engine, 
where  they  wcie  met  and  parried  with  equal  strength 
and  dexteriiv;  nor  seemed  it  likelv,  in  thccourwrf 
ten  minutes^  encounter,  that  an  advantage  would  b^ 
sained  by  either  combatant  over  the  other.  An  in- 
stant they  stopjxxl  by  mutually  implied  as^nt,  aai: 
seemed,  for  the  pun^ose  of  taking  breath,  during 
which  Douglas  said,  "  I  beg  that  this  noble  lady  mir 
understand,  that  her  owif  frcalom  is  no  way  con- 
cerned in  the  present  contest,  which  entirely  regardi 
thn  injustice  done  by  this  Sir  John  de  Walton,  and  bf 
his  nation  of  Cngland,  to  the  memory  of  my  father, 
and  to  my  o>vn  natural  rights." 

"  Vou  are  generous,  Sir  Knight,"  replied  the  Udy; 
"but  in  what  circumytances  d.o  you  place  me,  ifyw 
deprive  me  of  my  protector  by  death  or  captivity,  and 
leave  me  alone  in  a  foreign  land  ?" 

"  If  such  siuiuld  be  the  event  of  the  combat,'*  it- 
plied  wSir  James,  "  the  Douglas  himseUI  lady,  wiD 
safely  restore  thee  to  thy  native  land;  for  never  did 
his  sword  do  an  injury  for  which  he  was  not  willii^ 
III  make  amends  with  the  same  wranon  ;  and  if  Sr 
John  de  Walton  will  make  the  slightest  adnusMM 
that  he  renounces  maiiitainin;;  the  present  stri&, 
were  it  only  bv  yielding  up  a  feather  from  iheplniDf 
of  his  helmet,  Douglas  will  renounce  everv  pnipose 
on  his  pan  which  can  touch  the  lady*0  ncnonror 

'  Tlic  uminnui*  nafneornioodmiK-8ink  orSyk*.  lMrk■ai■^ 
mw  hollow  on  tlu;  aorUiwest  of  Douftlu  i?-astie.  ma  wliiciiit 
in  diaunt  aboat  th?  third  of  a  mils.  Mr.  Hadduw  fiatN,  Utf 
accordinir  to  local  tradition,  the  name  wai liTCfl  id  cmum'S''g 
of  Sir  Jain«w  Dnuf  la«  having  at  thia  spot  mlenspplad  am  ripi 
part  of  tlie  ffarriaon  of  iIm  caatle  whiJe  De  WallM  «*<■<*■' 
mand. 
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nfiety,  and  the  combat  may  be  suspended  until  the  [ 
oarional  quarrel  again  brings  us  together." 

Sir  John  de  Walton  pondered  a  moment,  and  the 
lady,  although  she  did  not  speak,  looked  at  him  with 
evea  which  plainly  expressed  how  much  she  wished 
that  he  wuuld  choose  the  less  hazardous  alicrnative. 
But  the  knight's  own  scruples  prevented  his  bringing 
the  case  to  so  favourable  an  arbitrement. 

"  Never  shall  it  be  said  of  Sir  John  de  Walton," 
he  replied,  "  that  he  compromised,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  his  own  honour,  or  that  of  his  country.  This 
battle  may  end  in  my  defeat,  or  rather  death,  and  in 
that  case  my  earthly  prospects  art;  closed,  and  I 
resign  to  Douglas,  with  my  fast  breath,  the  charge  of 
the  Lady  Augusta,  trusting  that  he  will  defend  her 
with  his  life,  and  find  the  means  of  replacing  her 
with  safety  in  the  halls  of  her  fathers.  But  while  I 
wrvive,  she  may  have  a  better,  hut  will  not  need 
mother  protector  than  he  who  is  honoured  by  being 
ber  own  choice ;  nor  will  I  yield  up,  were  it  a  plume 
from  my  helmet,  implying  that  I  have  maintained  an 
anjust  quarrel,  either  in  the  cause  of  England,  or  of 
the  fairest  of  her  daughters.  Thus  far  alone  I  will 
concede  to  Douglas— an  instant  truce,  provklod  the 
lady  shall  not  be  interrupted  in  her  retreat  to  Eng- 
land, and  the  combat  be  fought  out  upon  another 
day.  The  Castle  and  territory  of  Douglas  is  the 
property  of  Edwanl  of  England,  the  uovernor  in  his 
name  is  the  rightful  governor,  and  on  this  point  I  will 
fight  while  my  eyelids  are  unclosed." 

Time  flies,"  said  Douglas,  "  without  waiting  for 
oar  resolves;  nor  is  there  any  part  of  his  motions  of 
ndh  Talue,  as  that  which  is  passing  with  every 
breath  of  vital  air  which  we  presently  draw.  Why 
should  we  adjourn  till  to-morrow  that  which  can  be 
IS  well  finished  to-day  7  Will  our  swords  be  sharper, 
or  our  arms  stronger  to  wield  them,  than  they  are  at 
thifl  moment  1  Douglas  will  do  all  which  knight  can 
do  to  succour  a  ladv  in  distress  ;  but  he  will  not 
grant  to  her  knight  the  slightest  mark  of  deference, 
which  Sir  John  de  Walton  vainly  supposes  himself 
able  to  extort  by  force  of  arms." 

^th  these  words,  the  knights  engaged  once  more 
in  mortal  combat,  and  the  lady  felt  uncertain  wheth- 
er she  should  attempt  her  escape  through  the  devious 
paths  of  the  wood,  or  abide  the  issue  of  this  obstinate 
light.  It  was  rather  her  desire  to  see  the  fate  of  Sir 
John  dc  Walton,  thiin  any  other  consideration,  which 
induced  her  to  remain,  as  if  fascinated,  upon  the  spot, 
where  one  of  the  fiercest  quarrels  ever  fuught  was 
(fiq>utcd  by  two  of  the  bravest  chamrnons  that  ever 
drew  sword.  At  la<(t  the  lady  attempted  to  put  a 
•top  to  the  combat,  by  appealmg  to  the  bells  which 
beean  to  ring  for  the  service  of  the  day,  which  was 
Palm  Sunday. 

••  For  Heaven's  sake,"  she  said—"  for  your  own 
•akes.  and  for  that  of  lady's  love,  and  the  duties  of 
chivalry,  hold  your  hands  only  for  an  hour,  and  take 
chance,  that  where  strength  is  so  etjual,  means  will 
be  found  of  converting  the  truce  into  a  solid  peace. 
Think  this  is  Palm  Sunday,  and  will  you  defile  with 
blood  such  a  peculiar  festival  of  Christianitv  ?  Inter- 
mit yoor  feud  at  least  so  far  b<^  to  pass  to  the  nearest 
chm'ch,  bearing  with  you  branches,  not  in  the  osten- 
tatious mode  of  earthly  conquen)rs,  but  as  rendering 
doe  homage  to  the  rules  of  the  blessed  church,  and 
the  institutions  of  our  holy  religion." 

"  I  was  on  my  road,  fair  Udy,  for  that  purpose,  to 
the  holy  church  of  Douglas,"  said  the  Englishman, 
**  when  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  you  at  this 
place ;  nor  do  I  object  to  proceed  thither  ev»'n  now,  i 
hplding truce  for  an  hour,  and  I  fiar  not  to  find  there  | 
frienda  to  whom  I  can  commit  you  with  assurance 
of  safety,  m  case  I  am  unfortunate  in  the  combat 
which  is  how  broken  oflT,  to  be  resumed  after  the  ser- 
vice of  the  day." 

**  I  also  assent,"  sakl  the  Douglas,  "  to  a  truce  for 
such  abort  space ;  nor  do  I  fear  that  there  may  be 
good  Christians  enough  at  the  church,  who  will  not 
aee  their  master  overpowered  by  odds.  Let  us  go 
thither,  and  each  take  the  chance  of  what  Heaven 
shall  please  to  send  us." 

From  theae  words.  Sir  John  de  Walton  Uttle 
doubted  that  Douglas  had  assured  himself  of  a  party 


among  those  who  should  there  assemble;  but  he 
doabted  not  of  so  many  of  the  garrison  being  pre- 
sent as  would  bridle  every  attempt  at  rising :  and  tlie 
risk,  he  thought,  was  worth  incurring,  since  he  shoukl 
thereby  secure  an  opportunity  to  place  Lady  Augusta 
de  Berkely  in  safety,  at  least  so  far  as  to  make  her 
liberty  depend  on  the  event  of  a  general  conflict,  in- 
stead of  tiie  precarious  issue  of  a  combat  between 
himself  and  Douglas. 

Both  these  distmguished  knishts  were  inwardly  of 
opinion,  that  the  proposal  of  the  lady,  though  it  re- 
heved  tnem  from  their  present  conflict,  by  no  means 
bound  them  to  abstain  from  the  consequences  which 
an  accession  of  force  might  add  to  their  general 
strength,  and  each  relied  upon  his  superiority,  in 
some  d^rree  provided  for  by  their  previous  proceed- 
ings. Sir  John  de  Walton  made  almost  certain  of 
meeting  \\'ith  several  of  his  bands  of  soldiers,  who 
were  scouring  the  country  and  traversing  the  woods 
by  his  direction  ;  and  Douglas,  it  may  be  supposed, 
had  not  ventured  himself  in  person  where  a  price  waa 
set  upon  his  head,  without  being  attended  by  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  approved  adhei*ents,  placed  in  more 
or  less  connexion  with  each  other,  and  stationed  (ot 
mutual  support.  Each,  therefore,  entertained  well- 
grounded  hopes,  that,  by  adopting  the  truce  proposed, 
he  would  ensure  himself  an  advantage  over  his  anta- 
gonist,although  neither  exactly  knew  m  what  manner 
or  to  what  extent  this  success  was  to  be  obtained. 


CHAPTER  XVIIL 

Hi«  talk  wu  ofanoUicr  wnrld-liia  IxKlementa 

8trao;re.  doubtAil,  and  iny«tf!rinu« ;  Uiote  who  heard  him 

Litten'a  ai  to  a  man  in  fcverinh  dreama, 

Wlio  ipeaks  of  oUirr  obj«cu  than  Uie  prewnt. 

And  niutteri  like  to  him  who  seet  a  vision.-  Oid  Play. 

On  the  same  Palm  Sunday  when  De  Walton  and  ^ 
Douglas  measured  together  their  mighty  swords,  the 
minstrel  Bertram  was  busied  with  the  ancient  Book 
of  Prophecies,  which  we  have  already  mentioned  as 
the  supposed  composition  of  Thomas  the  Rhymtf, 
but  not  without  many  anxieties  as  to  the  fate  of  hti 
ludy,  and  the  events  which  were  passing  around  him. 
As  a  minstrel,  he  was  desirous  of  an  auditor  to  enter 
into  the  discoveries  which  he  Bliould  make  in  that 
mystic  volume,  as  well  as  to  assist  in  passing  away 
the  time ;  Sir  John  de  Walton  had  furnished  nim,  in 
Gilbert  Greenleaf  the  archer,  with  one  who  was  Weil 
contented  to  play  the  listener  "  from  mom  to  dewy 
eve,"  provideoa  flask  of  Gascon  wine,  or  a  stoup  of 
good  English  ale,  remained  on  the  hoard.  It  mtiy  be 
rememt>ered  that  De  Walton,  when  he  dismissed  the 
minstrel  from  the  dungeon,  was  sensible  that  he  owed 
him  some  compensation  for  the  causeless  suspicion 
which  had  dictated  his  imprisonment,  more  partica- 
larly  as  he  was  a  valued  servant,  and  had  shown 
himself  the  faithful  confidant  of  the  Lady  Auguata 
de  Berkely,  and  the  person  who  was  moreover  likely 
to  know  all  the  motives  and  circumstances  of  her 
Scottish  journey.  To  secure  his  good  wishes  was, 
therefore,  politic  ;  and  De  Walton  had  intimated  to 
his  faithful  archer  that  ho  waa  to  lay  aside  all  sus- 
picion of  Bertram,  but  at  the  same  time  keep  him  in 
sight,  and,  if  possible,  in  good  humour  with  the  go- 
vernor of  the  castle,  and  his  adherents.  Greenleaf 
accordingly  had  no  doubt  in  his  own  mind,  that 
the  only  way  to  please  a  minstrel  was  to  listen  with 

fiatience  and  commendation  to  the  lays  which  he 
iked  best  to  sing,  or  the  tales  which  he  most  loved 
to  tell :  and  in  order  to  ensure  the  execution  of  his 
masters  commands,  he  judged  it  necessary  to  de> 
mand  of  the  butler  sucn  store  of  good  liquor,  as 
could  not  fail  to  enhance  the  pleasure  of  his  society. 

Having  thus  fortified  himself  with  the  means  of 
bearing  a  long  interview  with  the  minstrel,  Gilbert 
Gheenleaf  proposed  to  confer  upon  him  the  bounty  of 
an  early  oreakfast,  *yhich,  if  it  pleased  hiro,  they 
mii^t  wash  down  with  a  cup  of  sack,  and,  having 
his  master's  commands  to  show  the  minstrel  any 
th'mg  about  the  castle  which  he  might  wish  to  see^ 
refresh  their  overwearied  spirits  by  attending  a  part 
of  the  garriaon  of  Douglas  to  the  service  of  the  day, 
which,  aa  we  have  already  seen,  was  of  pecnhar 
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sanctity.  Ajgainst  such  a  proposal  the  minstrel,  a 
gpod  Christian  by  profession,  and,  by  his  connexion 
wth  the  joyous  science,  a  good  fellow,  having;  no 
objections  to  offer,  the  two  comrades,  who  had 
formerly  little  good-will  towards  each  other,  com- 
mencecl  their  niorninj^s  repast  on  that  fated  Palm 
Sunday,  with  all  manner  of  cordiality  and  good  fel- 
lowship. 

"Do  not  believe,  worthy  minstrel,"  said  the 
archer,  "that  my  master  in  any  respect  disparages 
your  worth  or  rank  in  referring  you  for  company  or 
conversation  to  so  poor  a  man  as  myself.  It  is  true, 
I  am  no  officer  of  inis  garrison ;  yet  tor  an  old  archer, 
who,  for  these  thirty  years,  has  lived  by  bow  and 
bowstring,  I  do  not  (Our  Lady  make  me  thankful !) 
hold  less  share  in  the  grace  ol  Sir  John  dc  Walton, 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  other  approved  good  sol- 
diers, than  many  of  thL)sc  giddy  younc  men  on  whom 
commissions  arc  conferred,  and  to  whom  confidences 
are  intrusted,  not  on  account  of  what  they  have  done, 
but  what  their  ancestors  have  done  before  them.  I 
pray  you  to  notice  among  them  one  youth  placed  at 
our  head  in  De  Walton's  absence,  ana  who  bears  the 
honoured  name  of  Avmer  de  iTalencc,  being  the 
same  with  that  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  of  whom  I 
have  spoken;  this  knight  has  also  a  brisk  young 
page,  whom  men  call  Fabian  Harbothel." 

Is  it  to  these  gentlemen  that  your  censure  ap- 
plies?" answered  the  minstrel;  "I  should  have 
judged  differently,  having  never,  in  the  course  of  my 


archer,  hastening  to  amend  the  fialse  step  which  he 
bad  made;  "but  in  order  that  it  should  be  so,  it  will 
be  necessary  that  he  conform  to  the  usages  of  his 
uncle,  taking  the  advice  rf  experienced  old  soldiers 
in  the  emergencies  whicn  may  present  themselves; 
and  not  believing,  that  the  knowledge  which  it  takes 
many  years  of  observation  to  acquire,  can  be  at  once 
conferred  by  the  slap  of  the  hat  of  a  sword,  and  the 
magic  words.  'Rise  up,  Sir  Arthur'— or  however  the 
case  may  be. ' 

"  DouDt  not,  Sir  Archer,"  replied  Bertram,  "  thnt 
I  am  fully  aware  of  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
conversing  with  men  of  experience  like  you  :  it  bene- 
fiteth  men  of  every  persuasion,  and  I  myself  am  oft 
reduced  to  lament  my  want  of  sufficient  knowledge 
of  armorial  bearings,  signs,  and  cognizances,  and 
would  right  fain  have  thy  assistance,  where  I  am  a 
stranger  alike  to  the  names  of  places,  of  persons, 
and  description  of  banners  and  emblems  by  which 
great  families  are  distinguished  from  each  other,  so 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  my 
present  task." 

"Pennons  and  banners,"  answered  the  archer, 
"I  have  seen  right  many,  and  can  assign,  as  is  a  sol- 
dier's wont,  the  name  of  the  leader  to  the  emblem 
under  which  he  musters  his  followers  ;  nevertheless, 
worthy  minstrel,  I  cnnnot  presume  to  understand 
what  you  call  prophecies,  with  or  under  warranted 
authority  of  old  pamted  books,  expositions  of  dreams, 
oracles,  revelations,  invocations  of  damned  spirits, 
judicials,  astrologicals,  and  other  gross  and  palpable 
offences,  whereby  men,  pretending  to  have  the  as- 
sistance of  the  devil,  do  impose  upon  the  common 
people,  in  spile  of  the  warnings  of  the  Privy  Council ; 
not,  however,  that  I  suspect  you,  worthy  minstrel,  of 
busying  yourself  with  these  attempts  to  explain  fu- 
turity, which  are  dangerous  attempts,  and  may  be 
truly^said  to  be  penal,  and  part  of  treason." 

"There  is  something  in  what  you  say,"  replied  the 
minstrel;  "yet  it  applioth  nut  to  books  ana  manu- 
scripts such  as  I  have  been  consulting;  part  of  which 
things  therein  written  having  already  come  to  pass, 
authorize  us  surelv  to  expect  the  completion  of  the 
rest ;  nor  would  1  have  much  difficulty  in  showing 
you  from  this  volume,  that  enough  has  been  already 
proved  iru&  to  entitle  us  to  Iook  with  certainty  to 
the  accomplishment  of  that  which  remains." 

'I  should  be  glad  to  hear  that,"  answered  the 
archer,  who  entertained  little  more  than  a  soidier's 
belief  respecting  prophecies  and  auguries,  but  yet 
cared  not  bluntly  to  contradict  the  minstrel  upon 


such  subjects,  as  he  had  been  instructed  by  Sir  John 
de  Walton  to  comply  with  his  humour.  Accordingly 
the  minstrel  began  to  recite  verses,  which,  in  our 
time,  the  ablest  interpreter  could  not  make  sense 
out  of. 
"  When  the  nock  rrowt,  keep  well  hii  comb. 
For  the  fox  and  tlie  fuimart  ther  are  falie  botlu 
When  the  raven  and  the  rook  hare  rounded  tofeUier, 
And  the  kid  in  hia  cliflTchall  accord  tu  Uie  same. 
Then  Khali  Uier  be  bold,  and  «oon  to  battle  Uiereaftor 
Then  the  birdo  of  the  raven  ru^  and  reirea, 
And  the  |oal  men  of  Lothian  are  loupine  on  their  hone, 
Then  Mhall  the  poor  people  be  spoiled  full  oear. 
And  the  Abben  be  burnt  truly  that  lUnd  upon  TwMd  . 
Thf*r  nhall  bum  and  alar,  and  grerit  reif  make ; 
There  thall  no  poor  man  who  car  wbOri«  ooao  tie  ia  - 
Then  nhall  the  land  bo  lawless,  for  lot-e  there  is  noiM. 
Then  falset  shall  have  foot  fultf  fi\e  years : 
Then  iruUi  rarely  shall  be  tint,  and  none  shall  lippaa  » 

other ; 
The  one  cousins  shall  not  trust  the  other. 
Not  Uieson  the  ftitlier.  nor  tlie  father  the  sfW  : 
For  to  have  his  goods  he  would  have  him  banfed.** 

kc.         ftc.  ac 

The  archer  listened  to  these  mystic  ,  prognosti- 
cations,  which  were  not  the  leas  wearisome  that 
they  were,  in  a  considerable  degree,  unintelligible;  it 
the  lame  time  subduing  bis  Hotspur-like  dispoaiLion 
to  tire  of  the  recitation,  yet  at  brief  intervals  comfort- 
ing  himself  with  an  application  to  the  wine  flsflon, 
and  enduring  as  he  might  what  he, neither  under- 
stood nor  took  interest  in.  Mean  while  the  miaiirel 
proceeded  with  his  explanation  of  the  dubious  and 
imperfect  vaticinations  of  which  we  have  s^ven  i 
sufficient  specimen. 

'*  Ck>uld  you  wish,"  sakl  he  to  GreenleaC  "  a  mon 
exact  description  of  the  miseries  which  have  passed 
over  Scotland  in  these  latter  days  7  Have  not  iheis 
the  raven  and  rook,  the  fox  and  the  fuimart.  ex* 
plained ;  either  because  the  nature  of  the  birds  or 
leasts  bear  an  individual  resemblance  to  those  of  ths 
cnights  who  display  them  on  their  banners,  or  other> 
wise  are  bodied;  forth  by  actual  blazonry  on  their 
shields,  and  come  openly  inio  the  field  to  ravsga 
and  destroy?    Is  not  the  totsl  disunion  of  the  land 

Elainly  indicated  by  these  words,  that  connexk>Diaf 
lood  shall  be  broken  asunder,  that  kinsmen  shall 
not  trust  each  other,  and  that  the  father  and  bod, 
instead  of  putting  faith  in  their  natural  connexion, 
shall  seek  each  other's  life,  in  order  to  enjoy  bis  in* 
heritance?  The  leal  men  of  Lothian  are  distinctly 
mentioned  as  uking  arms,  and  there  ia  plainly  alls* 
.^ion  to  the  other  events  of  these  late  Scottish  trouble! 
The  death  of  this  last  William  is  obscurely  intimated 
under  the  t)i>e  of  a  hound,  which  was  that  good 
lord's  occasional  cognizance. 

'  The  hound  tliat  was  tiarmed  then  miuzled  aball  b«, 
Who  loved  him  worst  shall  weep  for  his  mrrtck ; 
Yet  sIihII  a  whelp  rise  of  the  same  race, 
That  rudely  shall  mar,  and  rule  the  whole  north. 
And  quit  the  whole  quarrel  of  old  deeds  done. 
riioucli  he  from  his  hold  be  kept  back  a  whiia. 
True  Thomas  told  me  in  this  a  troublesooM  time. 
In  a  harvest  mominf  at  Elduun  hills.' 

"This  hath  a  meaning.  Sir  Archer,"  contiDMd 
the  minstrel, ''  and  which  flies  as  directly  to  ita  iPiifc 
as  one  of  your  own  arrows,  although  there  maj  bi 
some  want  of  wisdom  in  making  tne  direct  explica- 
tion. Being,  however,  upon  assurance  with  ytML  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  tell  you,  that  in  my  opinion  toil 
lion's  whelp  that  waits  its  time,  means  this  uw$ 
celebrated  Scottish  prince,  Robert  the  Bruce,  wba 
thciugh  repeatedly  defeated,  has  still,  while  nonted 
with  bloodboundS|  and  surrounded  by  enemies  of 
every  sort,  maintained  his  pretensions  to  the  crown 
of  Scotland,  in  despite  of  King  Edward,  now  red- 
ing." 

'"Minstrel,"  answered  the  soldier,  "you  are  my 
gucst^  and  we  have  sat  down  together  as  friends  to 
this  simple  meal  in  good  comraoeshm.  I  must  teU 
thee,  however,  though  I  am  loath  to  Jisrurb  our  ha^ 
mony,  that  thou  art  the  first  who  has  adventured  to 

rk  a  word  before  Gilbert  Greenlenf  in  favour  of 
outlawed  traitor,  Robert  Brace,  who  hss  by  hk 
seditions  so  long  disturbed  the  peace  of  this  rnln. 
Take  my  advice,  and  be  silent  on  this  topic;  foi; 
believe  me,  the  sword  of  a  true  English  srchtr  will 
spring  from  iu  scabbard  without  conasDt  of  its  ma^ 
ter,  should  it  hear  aught  said  to  tbt  dtfpan|(tffliBt 


lax.] 
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y  St  Oeorse  and  his  ruddy  cross ;  nor  shall 
lority  of  Thoinas  the  Rymcr,  or  any  other 
in  Scotland,  England,  or  Walp9,  be  con- 
as  an  apology  for  such  unbecoming  prodic- 

tre  loath  to  give  offence  at  any  time,"  said 
itrcl,  "  much  more  to  provoke  you  to  anser, 

am  in  the  very  act  of  experiencing  your 
ity.  I  trust,  however^  you  will  remember 
>  not  come  your  uninvited  guest,  and  that  if 
10  you  of  future  events,  I  do  so  without  hav- 
east  intention  to  add  my  endeavour  to  bring 
•  pass;  for,  God  knows,  it  is  many  years 
T  sincere  prayer  has  been  for  pence  and  hap- 
)  all  men.  and  particularly  honour  and  hap- 
0  the  land  of  Bowmen,  in  which  I  was  bom, 
ch  I  am  bound  to  remember  in  my  prayers 
ill  other  nations  in  the  world." 
well  that  you  do  so,"  said  the  archer;  "for 
hall  best  maintain  your  bounden  duty  to  the 

of  your  birth,  which  is  the  richest  that  the 
nes  upon.    Something,  however.  I  would 

it  suits  with  your  pleasure  to  tell  me,  and 
whether  you  find  any  thing  in  these  rude 
appearing  to  affect  the  safety  of  the  Castle 
las,  where  we  now  are  ?— for,  mark  me,  Sir 
,  I  have  observed  that  these  mouldering 
!nts,  when  or  by  whomsoever  composeo, 
far  a  certain  coincidence  with  the  truth,  that 
ch  predictions  which  they  contain  are  spread 
n  the  country,  and  create  rumours  of  plots, 
cica,  and  bloody  wars,  they  are  very  apt  to 
le  very  mischances  which  they  would  be 
only  to  predict." 
3re  not  very  cautious  in  me,"  said  the  min- 

0  choose  a  prophecy  for  my  theme,  which 
rence  to  any  attack  on  this  garrison  ;  for  in 
«  I  should,  according  to  your  ideas,  lay  my- 
•r  susnicion  of  endeavouring  to  forward  what 
n  could  more  heartily  regret  than  myself." 

1  my  word  for  it,  good  friend,"  said  the  archer, 
shall  not  be  thus  with  thee;  for  I  neither 

elf  conceive  ill  of  thee,  nor  report  thee  to  Sir 
Walton  as  meditating  harm  against  him  or 
son— ;nor,  to  speak  truth,  would  Sir  John  de 
be  willing  to  believe  any  one  who  did.  He 
ighly,  and  no  doubt  deservedly,  of  thy  good 
'ards  thy  lady,  and  would  conceive  it  unjust 
:t  the  fidelity  of  one  who  has  given  evidence 
illingness  to  meet  death  rather  than  betray 
secret  of  his  mistress." 
-eaervina  her  secret,"  said  Bertram,  "  I  only 
ed  the  duty  of  a  faithful  servant,  leaving  it  to 
dge  how  long  such  a  secret  ought  to  be  pre- 
for  a  faithful  servant  ought  to  think  as  little 
UP  towards  himself  of  the  commission  which 
^  as  the  band  of  flock  silk  concerns  itself 
secret  of  the  letter  which  it  secures.  And, 
your  question— I  have  no  objections,  al- 
nerely  to  satisfy  your  curiosity,  to  unfold  to 
these  old  prophecies  do  contain  aome  inti- 
of  wars  befalling  in  Douglas  Dale,  between 
-d,  or  wild  hawk,  which  I  take  to  be  the 
ce  of  Sir  John  ae  Walton^  and  the  three 
martlets,  which  is  the  cognizance  of  the 
;  and  more  particulars  I  could  tell  oi  these 
ts,  did  I  know  whereabouts  is  a  place  in 
ods  termed  Bloody  Sykes.  the  scene  also,  as 
hend.  of  slaughter  and  death,  between  the 
of  the  three  stars  and  those  who  hold  the 
le  Saxon,  or  King  of  England." 
a  place,  replied  Gilbert  Greenleaf,  *'  I  have 
en  mentioned  by  thnt  name  among  the  na- 
lese  parts ;  nevertheless  it  is  in  vam  to  seek 
er  the  precise  spot,  as  these  wily  Scots  con- 
I  us  with  care  every  thing  respecting  the 
y  of  their  country,  as  it  is  called  by  learned 
t  we  may  here  mention  the  Bloody  Sykes, 
ss  Myre,  and  other  places,  as  portentous 
)  which  their  traditions  attach  some  signi- 
f  war  and  slaughter.  If  it  suits  your  wish, 
we  can,  on  our  way  to  the  church,  try  to 
place  called  Bk>ody  Sykes.  which  I  doubt 
ball  trace  out  long  before  the  triiton  who 


meditate  an  attack  upon  as  will  find  a  power  soffieieat 
for  the  attempt. 

Accordingly  the  minstrel  and  archer,  the  latter  of 
whom  was  by  this  time  leaaonably  well  refmhed 
with  wine,  marched  out  of  the  Castle  of  Dooglaa, 
without  waiting  for  others  of  the  garrison,  resofvinir 
to  seek  the  dingle  bearing  the  ominous  name  of 
Bloody  Sykea,  concerning  which  the  archer  only 
knew  that  by  mere  accident  he  had  heard  of  a  place 
bearing  such  a  name,  at  the  hunting-match  made 
under  tnc  auspices  of  Sir  John  de  Walton,  and  knew 
that  it  lay  in  the  woods  somewhere  near  the  town  of 
Douglas,  and  in  the  vicinage  of  the  castle. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Bntpur.  I  caanot  ehooM :  aoinetiiBM  ha  angrnn  m» 
With  telliof  me  of  the  noldwarp  and  the  tat. 
or  the  dreamer  Merlin,  and  Uii  propheekia : 
And  of  a  dmpon  and  a  finleM  fiih, 
A  eJipt-winr'd  friflSo  and  a  moalten  raven, 
A  couching  lion,  and  a  rampiny  cat, 
And  each  a  deal  of  ekimble-ekamble  atair. 
A*  puU  me  from  mr  Uith.-KlHg  Htiuy  i^- 

The  conversation  between  the  minstrel  and  the 
ancient  archer  naturally  pursued  a  train  somewhat 
resembling  that  of  Hotspur  and  Glendower.  in  which 
Gilbert  Greenleaf  by  degrees  took  a  larger  share  than 
was  apparently  consistent  with  hia  habits  and  educa- 
tion :  out  the  truth  was,  that  as  he  exerted  himself  to 
recall  the  recognizances  of  military  chieftaina,  their 
war-cries,  emblema,  and  other  typea  by  which  they 
distinguianed  themselves  in  battle,  and  might  un- 
doubtedly be  indicated  in  prophetic  rhymes,  he  begin 
to  experience  the  pleasure  which  most  men  entertain 
when  they  find  themselves  unexpectedly  poaaesaed  of 
a  faculty  which  the  moment  calla  upon  them  to  em- 
ploy, anid  renders  them  important  in  the  possession 
of.  The  minatrel's  aound;(ood  aenae  was  certainly 
somewhat  surprised  at  the  mconsistencies  aoroetimet 
displayed  by  his  companion,  as  he  was  carried  off  br 
the  willingness  to  mare  show  of  hia  newly  discoveraa 
faculty  on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other,  to  call  to 
mind  the  pnuudioes  which  he  had  nourished  during 
his  whole  life  against  minstrels,  who,  with  the  whole 
tram  of  legends  and  fables,  were  the  more  likely  to 
be  false,  as  bein.?  generally  derived  from  the  *'  North 
Countrie."  ,  .   ,     - 

As  they  strolled  from  one  glade  of  the  forest  to 
another,  the  minstrel  bc^n  to  be  surprised  at  the 
number  of  Scottiah  votanes  whom  they  met,  and  who 
seemed  to  be  hastening  to  the  church,  and,  aa  it  ap 
peered  by  the  boughs  which  they  earned,  to  assist  in 
the  ceremony  of  the  day.  To  each  of  these  the  archer 
put  a  question  respecting  the  existence  of  a  place 
called  Bloody  Sykes,  and  where  it  was  to  be  found- 
but  all  seemed  either  to  be  ignorant  on  the  subject, 
or  desirous  of  evading  it,  for  which  they  found  some 
pretext  in  the  jolly  archer's  manner  of  interrogation, 
which  savoured  a  good  deal  of  the  gemal  breakfast. 
The  general  answer  was,  that  they  knew  no  auch 
place,  or  had  other  matters  to  attend  to  upon  the 
morn  of  a  holy-tide  than  anawering  frivolous  quea- 
tiona.  At  last,  when,  in  one  or  two  instances,  the 
answer  of  the  Scottish  almost  approached  to  aullen- 
nesa,  the  minstrel  remarked  it,  observing  that  there 
was  ever  some  mischief  on  foot  when  the  people  of 
this  country  could  not  find  a  civil  anawer  to  their 
bettera,  which  is  usually  so  ready  among  them,  and 
that  they  appeared  to  he  making  a  airong  muater  tior 
the  service  of  Palm  Sunday.        ...         .       ,    , 

"You  will  doubtless,  Sir  Archer,"  continued  the 
minstrel,  "make  your  report  to  your  knight  acconl- 
inely ;  for  I  promise  vou,  that  ii'you  do  not,  I  mvaelf, 
whose  lady's  freedom  is  also  concerned,  will  feel  it 
my  duty  to  place  before  Sir  John  de  Walton  the  cir- 
cumstances which  make  me  entertain  suspiaon  of 
this  extraordinary  confluence  of  Scottiah  men,  and 
the  aurlineas  which  haa  replaced  their  wonted  oour- 
tMy  of  manners."  .       ,.    ,        . 

•'Tush,  Sir  Minstrel,"  replied  the  archer,  diaplewed 
at  Bertram'a  interference,  "  believe  me,  that  armiM 
have  ere  now  depended  on  my  n-vort  to  the  S^DeraL 
which  baa  alwaya  been  perspicuoua  and  clear,  accord- 
ing to  the  datiee  of  war.    Tour  walk,  my  worthf 
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ftiend,  bw  baan  in  a  KpiraU  dspartmenl,  aoch  u  old  •errint  oS  ber  boaie  and  eonfidani  of  her  br- 

afiajra  of  poace,  old  songs,  prophecies,  and  tbe  lilw,  lunea,  and  irutt  to  the  chance  aftenrarda  of  bnng 

in  wbicb  it  is  fir  from  mv  thougbta  lo  contend  with  rejoined   by  Sir  John  de  WbIioo,  niih  a  aufEcieol 

rou  i  but  credit  me,  it  wUl  be  moat  for  the  reputation  party  to  provide  for  her  aaTet^,  which  she  in  no  ra- 

of  lM)tb.lhal  wcdo  nolailemplloinlerisre  wiib  what  epect  doubled  il  would  be  hia  care  to  coUeci.    SKe 

concerns  each  otbcr."  daried  owsy  accordingly  Trom  (he  path  in  which  sKe 

"Il  ia  far  from  my  wish  to  do  so,"  replied  the  min-  was  sdvancui)^  and  reached  ihe  pJace  where  Bh- 

sliel ;  "  but  I  would  wish  thai  a  speedy  relurn  should  Irom,    wu}i  hi?  new  acijuaiQlance  Greenleaf,  were 

ba  made  [o  the  castle,  in  order  to  ask  Sir  John  de  iiia.kii]ii  9i>me  inquiries  of  the  soldiers  of  tne  English 

Walton's  opinion  of  that  which  we  have  but  juat  ^nrnson,  wbom  the  aervica  of  ilie  day  had  broiigbi 

"To  this,"  iBphed  Greenleaf,  "there  con  be  no  ob-  I  .jiiy  Aiiiju^ia  Bakely,  in  the  mean  time,  had  u 

JBctioni  but,  would  I'ou  seek  Ihe  Bovemor  ai  ihfi  hour  .  ..,  itiiniiv  tn  sJy  privately  lo  her  faiihful  atiendiai 

which  now  IB,  yoii  wiil  find  him  incsi  ■    ■'    '      .     .  .    ,  t-u"li-,    '  Tiilie  no  notice  of  me,  friend  Btrasm, 

to  the  church  of  Dnuglas,  to  which  hot  ;i  ■  ,\e  rci'.i,  impossible,  thai  we  be  not  agaui  lepi- 

on  occasions  aach  as  the  present,  wli  ,      .    ,  r,  ■;. ,  i  ,i,.|  ironi   each  other,"      Havina  fdven  him  tha 

part  of  bis  ofbcera.  lo  ensure,  by  his  i  :.  -i  ..-.l,  111,1:  limi.  she  obscri-ed  thai  ii  was  adapted  by  IbtmiD' 

twaen  the  English  and  the  Scottish.    \.::i  m  tlieri?-  and  set  his  eye  upon  her.  as,  inuffied  in  her  pil^iini'i 

fijte  hold  to  our  original  biieniion  oi  31:1  ndina  the  cloak,  she  slowly  withdrew  to  another  part  of  tbe 

■ervice  of  Ihe  day,  and  we  shall  rid  ours.  I  v.-^  of  these  cemetery,  and  ceemed  to  hall  unlil,  deiacbinR  himidf 

S tangled  woods,  and  gain  the  shortebi  load  lo  the  from  (jrcciileal',   be  abould   find   i 

lurcTi  of  Douglas."  joinlna  (irr. 

"  Let  us  eo  then  wiib  all  deapaich,"  aaid  Ihe  min-  Noihint;,  in  trulh,  c 

alrel  J  "  and  with  the  greater  baste,  that  i  '  "'     '      '' 

to  me  [hat  someihing  nsa  passed  on  this  very  apoi  commumcau 

ihii  morning,  which  argues  thai  the  Christian  peace  treae  was  aal 

due  10  the  day  has  nut  been  inviolably  observed,  tions,  and  a 

What  mean  these  drops  of  blood  1"  slludlnz  to  those  herself  from  .nc  u<...«ci.  ~u.u 

which  had  flowed  from  the  wounds  of  Tumbull—  Scotland,  by  an  immediaie  retr 

"Wherefore  is  the  aanh  impressed  wiih  these  deep  try  anddomam.    He  would  eli 

diati^  Ihe  footsteps  of  armelmen  advancing  and  re-  and  joined  her,  but  abe  took  an 

trsating,doubtlns,  acconiingtolhechancesorafierea  to  caution  him  against  doinK  ■ 


'By  Our  Lady,"  returned  GreenleaT  "  I  must  own    sequences  of  biinning  lier  under  ihe  ni 

It  thou  secat  clear.     What  were  my  eyes  made  of   fnend,  Greenleai  who  might  perhaps ,. 

'      '     '  Bi  discoverer  of    to  busy  liimself  so  as  to  gain  some  favour  with  tin 


u  seest  clear.     What  were  my  ^ea  made  of  fnend,  Greenleaf  who  might  perhaps  think  it  pniptf 

re  feathers  of  a  blue  knight  who  was  at  the  head  of  if 

er,  Beeing  my  knight  time  the  old  archer  continued  his  conversation  w-a 

BBBumeu  11,  III  ai  lesBi  peimiEied  me  to  place  it  in  Bertram,  while  the  minstrel,  like  many  other  ma 

hia  helmet,  this  morning,  in  sign  of  returning  hope,  similarly    situated,    hearlily  wished    thai  his  wdl- 

from  the  livehnoas  of  its  colour.    But  here  it  lies,  meaning  companion  had  Been  a  hundred  filboDi 

shorn  from  his  head,  and,  if  I  may  g^itet,  by  no  undar  ground,  so  his  ersnishmenl  had  given  bin 

friendly  hand.    Come,  friend,  to  Ihe  church— 10  the  license  lo  join  bis  misireaa;  but  all   ha  had  in  bit 

church— and  ihou  ghslt  have  my  example  of  Ihe  power  waste  approach  her  as  near  as  hecou1d,willi' 

manner  in  which  De  Walton  aught  to  be  supported  out  creatine  any  auspidon. 

when  in  donfier."  "  I  would  pray  you,  worthy  minstrel,"  said  Oi««B- 

He  led  the  way   through  the  town  of  Douglas,  leaf,  after  looking  carefully  round,    "  that  we  iniT 

altering  at  the  southern  gale,  and  up  the  very  street  prosecute  together  ihs  theme  which  we  were  sgn- 

in  which  Sir  Aymerde  Valence  had  charged  the  Phan-  tinft  before  we  came  hither;  is  it  tiiil  your  opmUD, 

mm  Knislii.  thai  the  Scoitieh  natives  have  fixed  this  (eiynwn- 

of  ing  for  some  of  iboae  dsngerous  aitempls  which  din 

.... .              ., , _ _    Jld-  hove   repeatedly  made,  and  which  are  ao  carrfullj 

ing,  whoae  towers,  arising  high  above  Ihe  walla  ot  guarded  against  by  the  governors  placed  in  this  ib- 

Ihe  town,  bore  witness  to  the  grandeur  of  its  originBl  trict  of  Douglas  by  our  good  King  Edward,  ournglii- 

constniction.    Il  was  now  partly  ruinous,  and  the  ful  sovereign  ?" 

■malt  ponion  of  open  space  which  was  retained  for  "  I  csnnoi  see,"  replied  the  minstrel,  "  00  wW 

public  worship  was  fitted  up  in  tbe  family  sisl^  where  Rrounds  you  found  such  an  apprefaenaioa,  or  vhu 

Its  deceased  lords  restod  from  worldly  labourB  and  you  see  here  in  the  churchyard  different  from  thit 

the  strife  of  war.    From  the  open  ground  in  the  front  you  talked  of  as  we  approached  it,  when  you  hddDi 

of  the  building,  iheir  eye  could  pursue  a  considerable    rather  m  scorn,  forgiving  w— ' 


jouglas,  wliich  ap-  the  same  kind. 

.   .  town  from  the  south-west,  bordered  oy       "  Do  you  not  see,"  addod  ihe  archer, 

•  line  of  hills  fantastically  diveraified  —  ■■-- ' ' -■'-     ' ' — '    - 

s  the  valley,  and  Tbnned  a  mins.  wiuSb  are  usuaJly  so  saliiarY  i    Yoi 

itricats  woodland  by  which  eximple,  ata  a  boy,  who  aeema  to  aha 

.    Theriverilsel^swaeping  snd  whose  dreaa.  I  will  be  aworn,  hi 


ice,  and  in  many  places  covered  with  copsewood,    guisemenls,  who  are  thronging  s 

hich  descended  towards  the  valley,  and  formed  a    ruins,  which  are  usually  so  saliutrv  1     ... 

woodland  by  which    eximple,  ata  a  boy,  who  aeema  to  ahnn  obatTraliM, 


e  of  the  iDwn,  and  from  thence    shaped  in  Scotland." 


norlhwsrd.  supplied  that  large  inundation  orartiiGcial  "  And  if  he  is  an  Engliah  pilfciim,"  ndisd  da 
mece  of  water  which  we  have  already  raentioniTi.  minstrel,  observing  that  ihe  archer  poiwed  lowarti 
Several    of    the    Scottish    people,    bearing    willow    the  Lady  of  Bericely,  "  he  muely  afTorda  lass  man* 


ihose  of  yi 


which  were  the  symbol  of  Ihe  day.  seemed  wandeiing  "1  know  not  that,"  said  old  OreenleaC  "bml 

In  ihe  churchyard  as  if  to  attend  the  approach  of  think  il  will  be  my  duty  to  inform  Sir  John  da  Wii- 

aame  pereon  of  peculiar  sanctity,   or  procession  of  Ion,  if  I  con  readi  him,  that  ihere  ate  hudt  petsoM 

monks  andfnara,  come  to  render  the  homage  due  to  here,  who  in  outward  appearance  □ct^H'  Mbocts 

the  solemnity.    At  the  moment  almoal  that  Bertram  the  sarrison,  nor  to  this  part  of  tha  cooniiy." 

and  hiB  companion  entered  the churchyaril,  the  Lady  "Consider,"   said    Btrnanit   "bafiin  jron  bltaM 

of  fUrkxiu  whn  »■•  m  i^e  ict  of  followuig  Sir  John  with  ■ccnaaiion  a  poor  yoiaiK  mao,  •nd  lubjactlaB 

ch.  after  having  witneaaed  (o  Iha  consequeiicra  which  muM  nacaHaritr  iltMl 

..nn,.    tr-;,.),!  ~f   n..M,Ti..  „~.»  __:.,i»n.  ^r  ii^ii  n^igM   lum  unuj  tin  MB 

MI)  Diadbirir  to  dtToiwB  at  pj 
■  tfiath*  OB*  «<  lh«  innwM 


■tanllr  delenninad  to  nsain  the  compaiiy  of  that   petiod.    Not  only  ia  U 


C^HAF.  XIX.] 


CASTLE  DANGEROUS. 


M 


ntrance  of  the  founder  of  the  Christian  reli^on  into 
Jerusalem,  but  the  day  itself  is  called  Dominica  Con- 
itentium,  or  the  Sunday  of  Confessors,  and  the 
laim-tree,  or  the  box  and  yew,  which  arc  used  as  its 
lubstitutes,  and  which  arc  distributed  to  the  priests,  j 
vre  burnt  solemnly  to  ashes,  and  those  ashes  diatri- 
)uted  among  the  pious,  by  the  priests,  upon  the  Ash- 
iVednesday  of  the  succeeding  year,  all  which  rites 
md  ceremonies  in  our  country  are  observed,  by  order 
>f  the  Christian  church;  nor  ought  you,  gentle 
ircher.  nor  can  you  without  a  crime,  persecute  those 
18  f^lty  of  designs  upon  your  garnson,  who  can 
iscnbe  their  presence  here  to  their  desire  to  discharge 
he  duties  of  the  day  ;  and  look  ye  at  yon  numerous 
>rqoes8ion  approaching  with  banner  and  cross^  and, 
18  it  appears,  consisting  of  some  churchman  of  rank, 
ind  his  attendants ;  let  us  first  inquire  who  he  is,  and 
t  is  probable  we  sliall  find  in  his  name  and  rank  suf- 
Scicnt  security  for  the  peaceable  and  orderly  behaviour 
i(  those  whom  piety  has  this  day  assembled  at  the 
:burch  of  Douglas."^ 

Greenleaf  accordingly  made  the  investigation  re- 
v)mmended  bv  his  companion,  and  received  informa- 
lion  that  the  holy  man  who  headed  the  procession, 
was  no  other  than  the  diocesan  of  tne  district, 
the  Bishop  of  Glasgow,  who  had  come  to  give  his 
rountenance  to  the  rites  with  which  the  day  was  to 
be  sanctified. 

The  prelate  accordingly  entered  the  walls  of  the 
jilapidated  churchyard,  preceded  by  his  cross-bearers, 
and  attended  by  numbers,  with  boughs  of  yew  and 
3ther  evergro^^-ns,  used  on  the  festivity  instead  of 
salms.  Among  them  the  holy  father  showered  his 
blessing,  accpmpanied  by  signs  of  the  cro8.<«,  which 
were  met  with  devout  exclamations  by  such  of  the 
worshiMiers  as  crowded  around  him :— *'  To  thee, 
reverend  father,  we  apply  for  pardon  for  our  ofiences, 
which  we  humbly  desire  to  confess  to  thee,  in  order 
that  we  may  obtain  pardon  froni  heaven." 

In  this  manner  the  congregation  and  the  dignified 
clergyman  met  together,  exchanging  pious  greetings, 
and  seemingly  intent  upon  nothing  but  the  ntes  of  the 
day.  The  acclamations  of  the  congregation  mingled 
with  the  deep  voice  of  the  officiating  priest,  dispens- 
ing the  sacred  ritual ;  the  whole  forming  a  scene 
which,  conducted  with  the  Catholic  skill  and  ceremo- 
nial, was  at  once  imposing  and  affvcting. 

The  archer,  on  Bocing  the  zeal  with  which  the  peo- 
ple in  the  churchyarcL  as  well  as  a  number  who 
issued  from  the  church,  hastened  proudly  to  salute  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese,  was  rather  ashamed  of  the 
Buspicions  which  he  had  entertained  of  the  sincerity 
of  the  good  man's  purpose  in  coming  hither.  Tak- 
ing advanta/^e  of  a  fit  of  devotion,  not  perhaps  very 
common  with  old  Greenleaf,  who  at  this  moment 
thrust  himself  forward  to  share  in  those  spiritual 
advantages  which  the  prelate  was  dispensing.  Ber- 
tram slipped  clear  of  his  English  friend,  and,  gliding 
to  the  side  of  the  Lady  Augusta,  exchanged,  by  the 
pressure  of  the  hand,  a  mutual  congratulation  upon 
oaving  rejoined  company.  On  a  sign  by  the  minstrel, 
they  withdrew  to  the  inside  of  the  church,  so  as  to 
remain  unobserved  amidst  the  crowd,  in  which  they 
were  favoured  by  the  dark  shadows  of  some  parts  of 
the  building. 

The  body  of  the  church,  broken  as  it  was,  and 
hung  round  with  the  armorial  trophies  of  the  last 
Lords  of  Douglas,  furnished  rather  the  appearance  of  a 
sacrU^ously  desecrated  ruin,  than  the  inside  of  a  holy 
place ;  yet  some  care  appeared  to  have  been  taken  to 
prepare  it  for  the  service  of  the  day.  At  the  lower 
ana  hung  the  great  escutcheon  of  William  Lord  of 
Douglaai  whohad  lately  died  a  prisoner  in  England ; 
around  that  escutcheon  were  placed  the  smaller 
shields  of  his  sixteen  ancestors,  and  a  deep  black 
Bhadow  was  difTused  by  the  whole  mass,  unless 
where  relieved  by  the  glance  of  the  coronets,  or  the 
glimmer  of  beanngs  particularly  gay  in  emblazonry. 
ineed  not  say  that  in  other  respects  the  interior  of 
the  church  vvas  much  dismantled,  it  being  the  very 
same  place  in  which  Sir  Aymer  de  Valence  held  an 
interview  with  the  old  sexton ;  and  who  now,  draw- 
ing into  a  separate  comer  some  of  the  straggling 
parties  whom  he  had  collected,  and  brought  to  the 


church,  kept  on  the  alert,  and  appeared  ready  fbr  an 
attack  as  well  at  mid-day  as  at  the  witching  hour  of 
midnight.  This  was  the  more  necessary,  as  the  eye 
of  Sir  John  de  Walton  seemed  busied  in  searching 
from  one  place  to  anotlier.  as  if  unable  to  find  the 
object  he  was  in  quest  o^  which  the  reader  will  easily 
understand  to  l)o  the  Lady  .4ugusta  de  Berkely,  of 
whom  he  had  lost  sight  in  the  pressure  of  the  multi- 
tude. At  the  eastern  part  of  the  church  was  fitted  up 
a  temporary  altar,  by  the  side  of  which,  arrayed  in 
his  robes,  the  Bishop  of  Glasgow  had  taken  his  place, 
with  such  priests  and  attendants  as  composed  his 
episcopal  retinue.  His  suite  was  nehher  numerous 
nor  richlv  atrir^,  nor  did  his  own  appearance  pre- 
sent a  splendid  specimen  of  the  wealth  and  dignity 
of  the  episcopal  order.  When  he  laid  down,  how- 
ever, his  golden  cross,  at  the  stern  command  of  the 
King  of  England,  that  of  simple  wood,  which  ho 
assumed  instead  thereof,  did  not  possess  less  author- 
ity, nor  command  less  awe  among  the  clergy  and 
peonle  of  the  diocese. 

The  various  persons,  natives  of  Scotland,  now  gath- 
ered around,  seemed  to  watch  his  motions,  as  those 
of  a  descended  saint,  and  the  English  waited  in  mute 
astonishment,  apprehensive  that  at  some  unexpected 
signal  on  attack  would  be  made  upon  them,  either  by 
the  powers  of  earth  or  heaven,  or  perhaps  by  both  in 
combination.  The  truth  is,  that  so  great  was  the 
devotion  of  the  Scottish  clergy  of  the  higher  ranks  to 
the  interests  of  the  party  of  Bruce,  that  the  English 
had  become  iealous  of  permitting  them  to  interfere 
even  with  those  ceremonies  of  the  church  which 
were  placed  under  their  proper  management,  and 
thence  the  presence  of  the  Bishop  of  Glasgow,  officia- 
ting at  a  high  festival  in  the  church  of  Dougla.o,  was 
a  circnmstance  of  rare  occurrenccj  and  not  unattend- 
ed both  with  wonder  and  susfMcion.  A  council  of 
the  church,  however,  had  latelv  called  the  distin- 
guished prelates  of  Scotland  to  the  dischaii;e  of  their 
duty  on  the  festi^nty  of  Palm  Sunday,  and  neither 
FInglish  nor  Scottish  saw  the  ceremony  with  indif- 
ference. An  unwonted  silence  which  prevailed  in  the 
church,  filled,  as  it  appeared,  with  persons  of  different 
views,  hopes,  wishes,  and  expectations,  resembled 
one  of  those  solemn  pauses  which  often  take  place 
before  a  strife  of  the  elements,  and  are  well  under- 
stood to  be  the  forerunners  of  some  dreadfiil  concus- 
sioii  of  nature.  All  animals,  according  to  their 
various  nature,  express  their  sense  of  the  approaching 
_  tempest ;  the  cattle,  the  deer,  and  other  inhabitants 
•  of  the  walks  of  the  forest,  withdraw  to  the  inmost 
recesses  of  their  pastures ;  the  sheep  crowd  into  their 
fold;  and  the  dull  stuporof  universal  nature,  whether 
animate  or  inanimate,  presages  its  speedily  awaking 
into  ueneral  convulsion  ana  disturbonr^e,  when  the 
lurid  lightning  shall  hiss  at  command  of  the  diapason 
of  the  thunder. 

It  was  thus  that,  in  deep  suspense,  those  who  had 
come  to  the  church  in  arms  at  the  summons  of  Doug- 
las, a^-aited  and  expected  every  moment  a  signal  to 
attack ;  while  the  soldiers  of  tne  English  garrison, 
aware  of  the  evil  disposition  of  the  natives  towards 
them,  were  reckoning  every  moment  when  the  well- 
known  shout  of  "  Bows  ana  bills !"  should  ^ve  signal 
for  a  general  conflict,  and  both  parties,  gazing  fiercely 
upon  each  other,  seemed  to  expect  the  fata!  onset. 

Notwithstanding  the  tempest,  which  appeared 
every  moment  ready  to  burst,  the  Bishop  of  Glasgow 
proceede(l  with  the  utmost  solemnity  to  perform  the 
ceremonies  proper  to  the  day;  he  paused  from  time 
to  lime  to  survey  the  throng,  as  if  to  calculate  whethw 
the  turbulent  passions  of  t nose  around  him  would  be 
so  long  kept  under  as  to  admit  of  his  duties  being 
brougiit  to  a  close  in  a  manner  becoming  the  time 
'■  and  place. 

I     The  prelate  had  just  concliided  the  8cr\'ice,  when  a 

I  person  advanced  towards  him  with  n  solemn  and 

mournful  aspect,  and  asked  if  the  reverend  father 

could  devote  a  few  moments  to  administer  comfort  to 

a  dying  man  who  was  lying  wounded  close  by. 

The  churchman  signified  a  ready  acquiescence, 
amidst  a  stillness  'which,  when  he  surveyed  the 
lowering  brows  of  one  party  at  least  of  those  who 
were  in  the  church,  boded  no  peaceable  termination 


IW  TALES  OF  MY  LANDLORD.  [Cbat.  XIX. 

to  this  f.-ifcii  day.  The  father  motioned  to  the  me«- '  thclees,  having  now  blood  around  m**,  and  n  ci*.*!? 
seriKor  to  s'.iuw  iiiin  the  way,  and  proceeded  on  his  |  man  before  nic,  I  have  need  to  prav  that  I  bwe  ■; 
roibuion,  attended  by  some  of  those  who  were  under- .  been  misled  from  the  true  path,  and  Ihusberom*;':!'' 
stood  to  hti  followers  of  the  Dou/^las.  j  means  of  misdirecting  others.     May  II&»ven  i<'T^  e 

There  was  something;   peculiarly  striking,  if  not  |  riie  if  I  have  done  so,  since  I  have  only  to  ('iod-i  :^i 
suspicious,  in  the  interview  which  followed.    In  a  >  sincere  and  honest  intention  in  exc;i.sc  lor  ihe  i^; 
subterranean  vault  was  deposited  the  person  of  a    neous  counsel  which  I  may  have  given  to  yoj  :;:. 
large  tall  man,  whose  blood  flowed  copiously  through  I  others  touching  these  wars.    I  am  consriou.i  :rr. 
two  or  three  ghastly  wounds,  and  streamed  amongst  I  encouraging  you  so  to  slain  your  swords  in  blood,  I 
the  trusses  of  straw  on  which  he  lay ;  while  his  fea-  •  have  departed  in  some  decree  from  the  cbarncicr  o^ 
tures  exhibited  a  mixture  of  sternness  and  ferocity,  :  my  profession,  which  enjoins  that  we  neitiirr  f'i^ 
which  seemed,  prompt  to  kindle  into  a  still  more  I  blood,  nor  are  the  occasion  of  its  being  shed.   3l3)- 
savage  expression.  !  Heaven  enable  us  to  obey  our  duties,  and  to  rc^^n: 

The  render  will  probably  conjecture  that  the  person  of  our  errors,  especially  such  as  have  occasioDed  the 
in  question  was  no  other  than  Michael  Tumbull,  who,  '  death  or  distress  of  our  fellow-creatures !  Axd,  abou 
wounded  in  the  rencounter  of  the  morning,  had  been  all,  may  this  dying  Christian  become  owars  of  his 
left  by  some  of  his  friends  upon  the  straw,  which  was  errors,  and  repent  with  sincerity  of  haTinf  done  to 
arranged  for  him  by  way  of  couch,  to  live  or  die  as  he  others  that  which  he  would  not  williDgi)r  havesuf- 
best  could.    The  prelate,  on,  entering  the  vault,  lost    fcred  at  their  hand !" 

no  time  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  wounded  man  "For  that  matter,"  answered  Tumbull,  "the  T;rc: 
to  the  state  of  his  Fpiritunl  affairs,  and  assisting  him  i  ha.4  never  been  when  I  would  not  exchange  a  h.o^ 
to  such  comfort  as  the  doctrine  of  the  church  directed  '  with  the  best  man  who  ever  lived ;  and  if  i  was  nc. 
should  be  administered  to  departing  sinners.  The  in  constant  practice  of  the  sword,  it  was  bea>u9tl 
words  exchanged  between  them  were  of  that  grave  have  been  brought  up  to  he  use  of  the  Jedwood-Ric 
and  severe  character  which  passes  between  the  which  the  English  call  a  partisan,  and  which  make< 
ghostly  father  and  his  pupil,  when  one  world  is  roll-  little  difference,  I  understand,  from  the  sword  a&j 
mg  away  from  the  new  of  the  sinner,  and  another  is   poninni." 

displaying  itself  in  all  its  terrors,  and  thundering  in  ''The  distinction  is  not  cre-it,"  said  the  bishop; 
the  ear  of  the  penitent  that  retribution  which  the  "but  1  fear,  my  friend,  that  life  taken  with  whaiyo; 
deeds  done  in  the  flesh  must  needs  prepare  hirn  to  cnii  a  JedwooJ-axe,  gives  you  no  privilege  over  oisi 
expect.  This  is  one  of  the  most  solemn  meetings  who  commits  the  same  deed,  ana  inflicts  the  sajne 
which  can  take  place  between  earthly  beings;  and  injury,  with  any  other  weapon." 
the  courageous  character  of  the  Jedwood  forester,  as  ''IVay,  worthy  father,"  said  the  penitent,  "I  mar 
well  as  the  benevolent  and  pious  expression  of  the  own  that  the  effect  of  the  weapons  is  the  same,  af 
old  churchman,  considerably  enhanced  the  pathos  of  far  as  concerns  the  man  who  suffers;  but  I  wouk 
the  scenK.  pniy  of  you  inforinalion,  why  a  Jedwood  man  ou^h: 

11  rrt  lilt*  "1.1  I  1  llT.  •11..  •_!  '^1-  wi 


ly  duty  to  tell  you.  you  must  consiiter  mortal.  me  crune  ot  murder,    said  the  bishop,    conasfs 

Is  the  chase  enaod  then  ?"  said  the  Jedwood  man  not  in  the  v.'eapon  with  which  the  crime  is  inflictf*!. 

with  a  sigh.    '*!  care  not,  good  father,  fur  I  think  I  but  in  the  pain  which  the  murderer  inflicts  upon  his 

have  borno  mc  as  becomes  a  gnllant  quarry,  and  that  fellow-creature,  and  the  breach  of  good  order  whi^ 

the  old  forest  has  lost  no  credit  by  me,  whether  in  heintroducesinto  heaven's  lovely  and  peaceable  crea- 

pureuit,  or  in  bringin:.;  to  bn\';  and  even  hi  this  last  tion ;  and  it  is  by  turning  your  repentance  upon  this 

matter,  methinks  this  gny  English  knight  would  not  crime  that  you  may  fairly  expect  to  propitiate  Heate.n 

have  come  off  with  such  advautaire  had  the  ground  for  your  offences,  and  at  the  same  time  to  escape 

on  which  wo  stood  been  alike  indifferent  to  both,  or  the  consequences  which  are  denounced  in  Holy  Wrt 

had  I  been  aware  of  his  onset ;  but  it  will  be  seen,  by  against  those  by  whom  man's  blood  shaill  be  shed." 

any  one  who  taki^  the  trouble  to  examine,  that  pour  "  But,  good  father,"  said  the  wounded  man,  "  fon 

Michael  TurnbuITs  foot  slipped  twice  in  the  inelfc,  know  as  well  as  anyone,  that  in  this  company,  and 

otherwise  it  had  not  been  his  fate  to  be  lying  here  in  in  this  very  church,  there  are  upon  the  watch  scorei 

the  dead-thraw;*  while  yonder  southron  would  prp-  of  both  Scotchmen  and  Englishmen,  who  come  here 

bably  have  died  like  a  dog,  upon  this  bloody  straw  in  not  so  much  to  discharge  the  religious  duties  of  ih« 

his  place."  day,  as  literally  to  bereave  each  other  of  their  livw 

The  bishop  repli^.'J,  advising  his  penitent  to  turn  and  give  a  new  example  of  the  horror  of  those  fndi 

from   vindictive  thoughts  respecting    the   death  of  which  the  two  extremities  of  Britain  nourish  against 

others,  and  endeavour  to  fix  his  attention  upon  hi'5  each  oth»>r.    What  conduct^  then^  is  a  poor  man  lika 

own  departure  from  existence,  which  seemed  shortly  me  to  hold?  Am  I  not  to  raise  this  hand  against  the 

about  to  take  nlaee.  English,  which  methinks  I  still  can  make  a  toler* 

"Nay,"  rej/hed  the  wn«,nded  man,  "you,  father,  ably  efficient  one— or  am  L  for  the  first  time  in  m\ 

undoubtedly  know  best  what  is  fit  for  me  to  do;  yet  life,  to  hear  the  war-cry  when  it  is  raisc<i,  and  bold 

methinks  it  woul.l  not  be  very  well  with  me,  if  I  had  back  mv  sword  from  the  slaughter?   Methinks  i« 

{>rolongcd  to  this  time  of  day  the  task  of  re\-ising  my  will  ho  difScull,  perhaps  altogether  impossible,  for 

ife,  and  I  am  not  the  man  to  deny  that  mine  has  nietodoso:  but  if  such  is  the  pleasure  of  HeaTsn, 

been  a  bloody  and  a  desiderate  one.    But  you  will  and  your  advice,  most  reverendf  father,  unquestion- 

grant  me  I  m^ver  bore  malice  to  a  brave  rneniv  for  ably  I  must  do  my  best  to  be  governed  by  your  di- 

aving  done  me  an  injury,  and  show  mc  the  man,  rections,  as  of  one  who  has  a  right  and  tide  to  diivct 

being  a  Scotchman  born,  and  having  a  natural  love  us  in  every  dilemma,  or  case,  as  they  term  it,  of 

for  his  own  country,  who  hath  not,  m  these  times,  troubled  conscience." 

rather  preferred    a   steel   cap    to  a  hat  and  fea-  "Unquestionably,"  said  the  bishop,  "it  is  my  dutj. 

thcr,  or  who  hath  nor  been  more  conversant  with  as  I  have  already  said,  to  give  no  occasion  this  dif 

drawn  blades  than  with  prayer  book;  and  you  y9ur-  for  the  shedding  of  blood,  or  the  breach  of  peace; 

self  know,  father,  whether,  in  our  proceedings  against  and  I  must  charge  you,  as  my  penitent,  that  upon 

the  English  interest,  we  have  not  uniformly  had  the  your  soul's  safetv.  you  do  not  rnmister  any  occaaoa 

countenance  of  the  sincere  fathers  of  the  Scottish  to  affray  or  blooosned,  either  by  maintaining  such  ia 

Church,  and  whether  wo  have  not  been  exhorted  to  your  own  person,  or  inciting  otoers  to  the  same;  for 

take  arms  and  make  use  of  them  for  the  honour  of  by  following  a  different  course  of  adTioe,  I  am  oer- 

the  Ki:ig  of  Scotland,  and  the  defence  of  our  own  tain  that  vou,  as  well  as  myself,  would  act  sinfollr 

rights.'  and  out  or  character." 

"Undoubtedly,"  said  the  prolate,  "such  hsTe  been  "  So  I  will  endeavour  to  think,  revewnd  father." 

onr  exhortations  towards  our  oppressed  countrymen,  answered  the  huntsman;  "  nerertbelesa,  I  hops  it 

nor  do  I  now  teach  you  a  difierent  doctrine;  never-  will  bo  remembered  in  my  fkvour  that  I  am  tbeiint 

•Offdtsthifonr.  person  bearing  the  surname  of  TomboU,  lo|pMh« 
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mth  the  proper  name  of  the  Prince  of  Arch-angds 
limself^  who  has  at  any  time  been  able  to  sustain 
:he  affront  occasioned  by  the  presence  of  a  southron 
Mrith  a  drawn  sword,  and  was  not  thereby  provoked 
jo  pluck  forth  his  own  weapon,  and  to  lay  about 


lun. 


)} 


Take  care,  my  son,"  relumed  the  Prelate  of  Glas- 
gow, "and  observe,  that  even  now  thou  art  depart- 
ng  irom  those  resolutions  which,  but  a  few  minutes 
flnce^  thou  didst  adopt  upon  serious  and  just  consi- 
Jeration ;  wherefore  do  not  be,  O  my  son !  like  the 
sow  that  has  wallowed  in  the  mirc^  and,  having  been 
ivashed,  repeats  its  act  of  pollution,  and  becomes 
igain  yet  fouler  than  it  was  before." 

"  Well,  reverend  father,"  repUed  the  wounded  man, 
^although  it  seems  almost  unnatural  fur  Scottish 
uea  and  English  to  meet  and  part  without  a  buffet, 
ret  I  will  endeavour  most  faitnfullv  not  to  minister 
iny  occasion  of  strife,  nor,  if  possible,  to  snatch  at 
my  such  occasion  as  shall  be  rninistcrcd  to  me." 

In  doing  so,"  returned  the  bishop,  "  thou  wilt  best 
itonn  for  the  injury  which  thou  hast  done  to  the  law 
3f  Heaven  upon  former  occasbns,  and  thou  shalt 
3revent  the  causes  for  strife  betwixt  thee  and  thy 
Drethren  of  the  southern  land,  and  shall  eschew  the 
temr^tation  towards  that  blood-guiltiness  which  is  so 
-ife  ill  this  our  day  and  generation.  And  do  not 
ihink  that  I  am  imposing  upon  thee,  by  these  admo- 
litions,  aduty  more  difficult  than  it  is  in  thy  covenant 
:o  bear,  as  a  man  and  as  a  Christian.  I  myself  am 
I  man,  and  a  Scotchman,  and,  as  such,  I  feel  of- 
ende^i  at  the  unjust  conduct  of  the  English  towards 
>ur  country  and  sovereign;  and  thinkmg  as  you  do 
irourself,  I  know  what  you  must  suffer  when  you  are 
obliged  to  submit  to  national  insults,  unretalialed 
inaunrevenged.  But  let  us  not  conceive  ourselves 
ihe  agents  ox  that  retributive  vengeance  which  Hea- 
ven ha?,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  declared  to  be  its  own 
itlributi.'.  Let  us,  while  we  tee  and  feel  the  injuries 
nflicted  on  our  own  country,  not  forget  that  our  own 
raids,  ambuscades,  and  surprisais,  have  been  at  least 
squally  fatal  to  the  English  as  their  attacks  and 
forays  have  been  to  us ;  and,  in  short,  let  the  mutual 
njuries  of  the  croEses  of  Saint  Andrew  and  of  Saint 
Gieorgc  be  no  longer  considered  as  hostile  to  the  in- 
labitants  of  the  opposite  district,  at  least  during;  the 
lestivals  of  religion ;  but  as  they  are  mutually  signs 
if  redemption,  let  them  be,  in  like  manner,  intima- 
tions of  forbearance  and  peace  on  both  sides." 

"I  am  contented,"  answered  Tumbull,  *'  to  abstain 
from  all  offences  towards  others,  and  shall  even  en- 
ieavour  to  keep  myself  from  resenting  those  of  others 
towards  me,  in  the  hope  of  bringing  to  pass  such  a 
juiet  and  godly  state  of  things  as  your  words, 
reverend  fatlier,  induce  nie  to  exjjccL"  Turning  his 
face  10  the  wall,  the  Borderer  lav  in  stem  expectation 
3f  approaching  death,  wliich  tnc  bishop  kit  him  to 
contemplate. 

The  peaceful  disposition  which  the  prelate  had  in- 
spired into  Michael  Turnbull,  had  in  some  degree  dif- 
fused itself  among  those  present,  who  heard  with 
iwe  the  spiritual  adnionition  to  su^end  the  national 
intipathv'.  and  remain  in  tmcc  ana  amitv  with  each 
jtlier.  Heaven  had,  however,  decreed  that  the  na- 
tional quarrel,  in  which  ^o  much  blood  had  been  sa- 
irificed,  should  that  day  again  bo  the  occasion  of 
ieadlv  strife. 

A  loud  flourish  of  trumpets,  seeming  to  proceed 
"rom  beneath  the  earth,  now  mngthrough  the  church, 
md  roused  the  attention  of  the  soldiers  and  wor- 
ihippers  then  assembled.  Most  of  those  who  heard 
these  warhke  sound.s  betook  themselves  to  their 
iveapons,  as  if  they  considered  it  useless  to  w^ait  any 
onger  for  the  signal  of  conflict.  Hoarse  voices,  rude 
•xcTamations,  the  rattle  of  swords  agaiust  their 
iheaths,  or  their  clashing  against  other  pieces  of 
irmour,  gove  an  awful  presage  of  an  onset,  which, 
lowever,  was  for  a  time  averted  by  the  exhortations 
jf  the  bishop.  A  second  flourish  of  tnimpets  having 
taken  place,  the  voice  of  a  herald  made  proclamation 
:o  the  following  purpose  :  — 

"  That  whereas  there  were  many  noble  pursuivants 
)f  chivalry  presently  assembled  in  the  Kirk  of  Dou- 
glas, and  whereas  there  existed  among  them  the 

4T 


usual  causes  of  quarrel  and  points  of  debate  for  thdr 
advancement  in  chivalry,  therefore  the  Scottish 
knights  were  ready  to  fignt  any  number  of  the  Eng- 
lish who  might  be  agreed,  ehher  upon  the  supenor 
beauty  of  their  ladies,  or  upon  the  national  quarrel 
in  any  of  its  branches,  or  upon  whatsoever  point 
might  be  at  issue  between  them,  which  should  be 
deemed  satisfactory  ground  of  quarrel  by  both  ;  and 
the  knights  who  should  chance  to  be  worsted  in  such 
dispute  should  renounce  the  prosecution  thereof^  or  the 
bearing  arms  therein  thereafter,  with  fuch  other  con- 
ditions to  ensue  upon  their  defeat  as  might  be  agreed 
upon  by  a  council  of  the  knights  present  at  the  Kirk 
of  Douglas  aforesaid.  But  fotemost  of  all,  any  num- 
ber of  Scottish  knights  from  one  to  twenty,  will  de- 
fend the  (juarrcl  which  has  already  drawn  blood, 
touching  the  freedom  of  Lady  Augusta  de  Berkely, 
and  the  rendition  of  Douglas  Castle  to  the  owner 
here  present.  Wherefore  it  is  required  that  the  Eni?- 
iish  knights  do  intimate  their  consent  that  such  trial 
of  valour  take  place,  which,  according  to  the  rules  of 
chivalry,  they  cannot  refuse,  without  losing  utterly 
the  reputation  of  valour,  and  incurring  the  diminution 
of  such  other  degree  of  estimation  as  a  courageous 

Eursuivant  of  arms  would  willingly  be  held  in,  both 
y  the  pood  knights  of  his  own  country,  and  those  of 
others. 

This  unexpected  gage  of  battle  realized  the  worst 
fears  of  those  who  had  looked  with  suspicion  on  the 
extraordinary  assemblage  this  day  of  the  dependants 
of  the  House  of  Douglas.  After  n  short  pause,  the 
trumpets  again  flourished  lustily,  when  the  reply  of 
the  English  knights  was  made  in  the  following 
terms  :— 

*'  That  Grod  forbid  ike  rights  and  privileges  of  Eng- 
land's knights,  and  the  beauty  of  her  damsels,  should 
not  be  asserted  by  her  children,  or  that  such  English 
knights  as  ^werc  here  assembled,  should  show  the 
least  backwardness  to  accept  the  combat  otieriMl, 
whether  grounded  upon  the  superior  beauty  of  their 
ladies,  or  whether  upon  the  causes  of  dispute  between 
the  countries,  for  either  or  all  of  which  the  knights  of 
England  here  present  were  willing  to  do  battle  in  the 
terms  of  the  indenture  aforesaid,  while  sword  and 
lance  shall  endure.  Saving  and  excepting  the  sur- 
render of  the  Castle  of  Douglas,  which  can  be  ren- 
dered to  no  one  but  England  s  king,  or  those  acting 
under  his  orders." 


CHAPTER  XX. 

Cry  Uie  wild  war-note,  let  the  championi  ptM, 

Do  bra^'eljr  each,  and  God  defend  Uic  right ; 

ri>on  Saint  Andrew  tlirioe  ran  they  thui  cry, 

And  thrice  they  ihout  on  height, 

And  then  marked  them  on  Uie  Englishmen, 

Ai  1  have  told  you  ridiL 

Saint  George  the  bright,  our  ladic't  knight, 

To  name  tiicy  were  full  fain : 

Our  Englishmen  they  cried  on  height, 

And  thrice  tltcy  uhout  again.— OU  Baltad. 

The  extraordmary  crisis  mentioned  in  the  preced- 
ing chapter,  was  the  cause,  as  may  be  supposed,  of 
the  leaders  on  both  sides  now  throwing  aside  all  con- 
cealment, ai\d  displaying  their  utmost  strength,  by 
marshaUmg  their  respective  adherents ;  the  renowned 
Knight  of  Douglas,  with  Sir  Malcolm  JPleming  and 
other  '.listinguished  cavaliers,  were  seen  in  close  con- 
Bult/dtion. 

Sir  John  de  Walton,  startled  by  the  first  flourish 
of  trumpets,  while  anxiously  endeavouring  to  secure 
a  retreat  for  the  Lady  Augusta,  was  in  a  moment 
seen  collecting  his  followers,  in  which  he  was  assisted 
by  the  active  friendship  of  the  Knight  of  Valence. 

The  Lady  of  Berkely  showed  no  craven  spirit  at 
these  warlike  preparations;  she  advanced,  closely 
followed  bv  the  faithful  Bertram,  and  a  female  in  a 
riding-hooo,  whose  face,  though  carefully  concealed, 
wa.s  no  other  than  that  of  the  unfortunate  Margaret 
de  Hautlieu,  whose  worst  fears  had  been  realized  as 
to  the  faithlessness  of  her  betrothed  knight. 

A  pause  ensued,  which  for  some  time  no  one  pre- 
sent thought  himself  of  authority  sufficient  to  break. 


At  last  the  Knight  of  Douglas  stepped  forward  and 
said,  loudly,  ''I  wait  to  know  whether  Sii 


Sir  Johnde 


TALES  OF  MY  LANDLORD. 


Walton  reqursis  leave  of  Jomn  of  Dou;;laB,  to  em 
custe  lii»  ciBtlo  wilhout  funhn-  waaiin^  ihiil  da; 
lichl  wUich  niiRbt  sliow  us  10  judge  a  fair  lield.  tat 
wbclhcr  he    craVL-s  Douslas's  pialection  in  dtniii 


TbeKnighi  of  Walion  drew  h 


e  Caallc  ck  DalIgTa^"  ho  said,  "  in  apile  oT  all 
ladly, — and  never  will  I  aak  ihe  protcciion  from  snir 
le  wDichmyoirnBwanii  "" 


Seeini!  their  superiors  thi 

,  inisans.  ns  ihpy  were  a 

iiword.    "I  hold  i  eilhOT  Hi<v.  ;:iiii  looked  on  wiili  the 


in  equal  snare  ia  tlu 
■(pen  tel  y  enraged.  l!if 


rverence  wiiA 


"I  aland  by  yoti,  Sit  John,"  kM  Aymer  deVa 
nee, "  OS  voor  iruc  eumrade,  aRainai  whaierer  oddj 
may  opponi  ihen: 


~uiy  opponi 
"  Cuurane,  nol 
'    " taka  you 


of  Green- 
le.    Bowa 


notice  that  Pembroke  is  in  full  march  hither  from  the 
bordera  of  Aytahite,  and  nill  be  with  ua  in  half  on 
hour.  Fight  on,  gallant  Rngliih!  Valence  (o  the 
rcucue!  and  tonf;  hie  to  the  gallant  Earl  of  I'em- 

Those  Eni;lish  within  and  around  the  church  no 
longer  delayed  to  lake  armi,  and  dc  Walton,  crying 


-linJypaid  tothdr  coinmondprs  aodlii. 

arms.  Une  or  two  of  ihe  women  were  in  lit 
while  attraettd,  accordinfi  10  ihe  nature  of  ih; 
acT,  hy  compassion  for  tliose  who  had  alreadv  •!- 
pvricnced  ihu  casualties  of  war.  Vouns  DifIlki!, 
brealhing  his  last  smons  the  feet  of  the  cotnbaim:!.' 
was  iu  some  sun  rescued  from  (he  tumult  bv  ibe 
Lady  of  Betkely,  in  whom  the  aciion  leeinrd  Itn 
— nee,  owinn  10  the  pilgrim's  dress  which  »he  tdil 
intxi,  and  who  in  vain  endeuvaured  to  •oiint  itir 
_.  _ntian  of  the  boy'a  father  ui  the  task  in  wtucb  die 

"Cumber  jrourself  not,  lady,  about  that  wbicli  19 
lotloss,"  Hiid  old  Dickson,  and  distract  not  yoar 
vn  attention  and  mine  from  preaeivrng  you.  vDom 
is  the  Douglas's  wiah  to  rescue,  and  h' 


1  the  efaunrhdoor;  I 


•  Seottiah  111 


e  them 


afikled  tbeni  at  the  idliihl  of  ibis  renowned  knighi, 
•ecuntled  by  bis  brotber-iTk-arms,  both  of  whom  had 
been  >a  loc^  the  (error  of  (ha  diatricl.  In  the  mean 
''-10,  it  is  iiussible  (hat  De  Walton  might  alto^n'ther 
ve  forced  his  way  ont  of  lbs  cliurch,  had  he  not  been 
in  of  Thomas  Dieksoii  of 


MaielsideiwhilchisfaiherK'aa. . 
tba  chargs  of  preservin:;  the  stranger  ladies  Irom  all 
oarra  from  the  l^ht,  which,  ao  lonit  suspended,  was 
DOW  on  Ibepinn(af  (akingplnt-e. 

Da  Wnlton  uoai  bis  eye  upon  the  Lady  Augusta, 
lri(h  adaaire  ofiushinglotbe  rescue;  but  waa  lorctsl 
10  condndei  that  he  provided  bc-sl  for  her  aafety  by 
leaving  her  under  the  |iroteclion  of  Douglas's  honour- 
Young  Dickson,  in  the  mean  time,  heaped  blow  on 
How,  secuiidin^  with  all  bis  jnvenile  rotiragu  every 
tflbri  he  could  nuke,  in  order  to  attain  thu  prize  due 
to  the  conqueror  of  the  renowned  De  Walton. 

"  SilJy  boy,"  at  length  said  Sir  John,  who  had  for 

■omc  liDie  loibome  the  stripling,  "take,  then,  thy 

death  from  a  nohte  hand,  since  llioupreicrrest  that  to 

peace  and  length  of  days." 

"1  can  nol,"  siial  the  Simtti^i  yonth,  with  hia 

«ying  breath  1  "I  hove  lived  long -■ —  ' 
Bvs  kcjil  you  no  iun3  in  ihe  plact 


ion,  and  an  hour  fut  re 

d  the  Slcrn  old  man.  r«        .  , 

the  bloodv  corps!  which  lay  ai  his  feet,  a  mode!  o( 
beauty  and  airengih.  Having  taken  one  more  anxw;i 
look,  be  lurned  round,  and  placed  himself  when  ti 
-  "  bfM  proicci  the  Lady  of  Betkety,  not  agaii 

lie  inlerim  the  combat  coiitiniied,  wiihoul  iln 


interfere;  iheKniiiht  of  Fleminc.  pDahingEem.] 


mBih,  however,  fate  aeemol  dispo»i 
— .  — .Knight  of  Fleminc.  p — "■  --  ' 

forn-ani,  and  brought  by  chance  almo 


d  KDoktii,  nuaiii  engaged  with  Da  Walton  in  the 
le  fortniilBhIe  siiiq;le  lombat,  by  which  tliey  hod 
_„^y  been  dis1iii»niished,  but  with  uvcn  addtlional 
Any.  .4ymer  dc  Valenrv  drew  up  tu  hi«  fitcnd  De 
Walton's  IcA  hand,  and  aeemnf  but  10  dcsira  the 


ptraOD  who  aseuuid  diapoml  tu  /^vc  him  such  oppor- 
tunitv,  he  ri)iiesf«d  the  iiielinaiton,  uid  nmnined  an 

n knisb.n  -.,. 

desiroua.lo  measuru  his  iword  with  IH  Valence. 


lie  Scotiiah  knijibts,  was 


fottli  and  deleiul  yaur«cL[  amiiiai  the  impntolion  of 
■-  --ig  deserted - '--■- ' ' -' "- 

ndii^ITaee, 


"  My  answer,"  raid  Fleminti, "  even  tu  a  less  Krom 
taunt,  haDKa  by  my  side."  In  nn  instant  his  svratd 
waa  in  hia  hand,  and  even  the  prarliaed  warriors  wliii 

Ibeairil 


ii.  ii-,.... ai  theprarliaed 

>u  fell  difltculty  in  diaeoverina  theprogniJi  ot 

g,  which  rather  resembled  B  thnoder-atomiin 

nouutainuus  country  than  the  stroke  and  parry  at 
o  awords,  uflbndinjt  on  the  one  side,  and  keepiii;; 
me  delciii«ve  on  the  other. 

Tlieir  blows  were  exuhan^ed  with  surprif 
IHdity;  end  although  ihc  two  combatants  1 
equal  Douglas  and  Dc  Walton  in  maintaining 
taon  dojee  of  reserve,  (bunded  upon  a  respect 
these  kniithia  mutually  entertained  Ir '- 


y  chiefmir 
.lith'a  deal 


It  Bride,  I  collate 


i-liB^e.      Believe  mt  thj 
ly  forgotten,  though  tail  hi 


lefui 


per»>n(if  the  Lady  Margaret  de  Hautlicu.  missed  Le 
blow,  and  his  foot  sUdin^  in  the  bloud  of  the  yauTi^ 
victim,  Dickson,  ho  (all  before  his  nDtagqiiisI.  atu 
was  in  imminent  danger  of  being  at  his  iimcy.  hIxc 
Uarjarct  de  Hautlieu.  who  inherited  (he  aoul  «f  a 
warrior,  and,  bewies.  was  a  very  strong,  as  well  u 
an  undaunled  peraon,  aeeine  a  iiiarv  of  no  em: 
weight  lyiiigon  (he  floor,  whore  it  had  been  dropi^y 
the  fallen  Dickson,  it,  at  the  same  instant,  ctw^t 
""  "  'her  hand,  and  iiiierccpted,  or  mwi 

Aymer  dc  Valence,  who  v,gii!i; 

icJl  the  master  or  the  day  '■■ 


self  of  an  UI 


Flen 


ccted  c! 


Ih/n" ,  . 

BO  SI  n  pi  lurly  brought  alioilib' 

,    -the  advantage  he  bad  lutt,  aaJ 

was  able  in  the  enauing  close  to  inp  up  ihcftel  ofii 
anlajiunial,  who  K'll  on  the  pavement,  while  ibei-oi: 
nfbis  comiDiiDr,  if  ho  could  properly  W  teniMd  torb 
iruAMinded  ihrotwh  'he  diureh  wiib  Ibe  fttal  vot^. 
"  Yielit  tbeet  Ayinrr  de  Valence— resrue  ot  no  imcw 
~7yii'ld  thee  I— yield  tlieeT'  he  added,  as  h«  placao 
his  award  10  the  throat  of  tbe  fallen  knigbt,  'notb 
me.lmi  to  tlii*  noble  lady— rescue  or  no  resene." 

W'iih  a  heavy  heart  the  En|Hii>h  knight  perreind 

..lal  he  had  fairly  loat  ao  favourable  an  opporlamir 

of  arquiring  fame,  end  wan  obliged  to  mibmit  u>  w 

destiny,  or  be  slain  upon  the  apol.    There  was  oah 

consolation,  (bat  no  batde  waa  ever  more  b«- 

TiK  hll  or  tab  tnava  MiiiiliBt  br  Om  kaad  af  ite  E«M 


aHiiiinil  kiaiorimitertlar  Hia  LadrarDHkab.i 
iiniin«bM1i,*iii)i>bi(>iitiiialai«tiabemnMi 
iaterCmK  it  na  Iba  aW  buil  Thsuat  liStH 
wbiihll.  'n«fMvaa,"a[NHiiTM,aDoa(Ui,~li 
thu?^'  "      i&i!h'M"  SSi**  (tn>w.  —-, 

KnilHh  MfiHd.  1H  ilill  nalnanl  lih  ooMajIMa.UII  ba  tMII^ 
leu  anlw  UimhiiM.   Bach  It  tba  Indimn,  and  K  ii  (■»•>•(< 

;K  wjfsa!;,TWiKWBal="''® 


Ciur.XX.] 

Donribly 


CASTLE  DANGEROUS. 


ined,  being  itained  ■: 


hby.. 


mXt 


.._  _.  ..._  ^...racted  and  deflpemlu 

Douglas  and   De  Walion  did  not  much 
iDtain  in  eusprnsei    indeed,  ihe  number  of    f 
B  in  lingle  eoinbai  achieved  bj  the  Douglu    1 
waii  was  so  greal,  o 

t,  in  personal  a 


hour  had 
Walion    ■ 


d  bytheD-„-„     . 
make  ildoubiful    t 
nol  airenglh       

^ia'^ralin' 


lard  corneal,  Douftlas  and  De    i 

ahow  some  siRns  that  iheir  human  bodKi    i 
ingihe  ttfect  of  the  dreadful  exeriion.  Their    i 


of  Ihis  recumag  plague.    Bui  ihs  fale  of  wu 

s  eiopppd  here  Tor  lack  of  brcalh. 
:  Ihoagbi  BO !"  exclaimed  DuuRlaa.  "Bobert 
e  will  now  sleep  al  nighl,  since  be  has  paid 
p  Pembroke  for  ilie  alaughicr  of  hia  friend*  and 
ii^ersion  of  hia  trmy  at  Meihuen  Wo-xf.  Hii 
are,  indeed,  ncriiatoined  lo  meet  with  dangerai 
to  <:jiiquer  ihem;  ihnae  who  follow  him  have 


.of  Unii 


Willar 


besides  beinv  pailsken 


esidea  beinv 
Ir  was  the 


ighii 


iwed  rhem  when  they  shipped 
H'e>i;   but  know,   thai   ihs 


pamed  with  le 


the  biosd  doroaina  around 
RralmiRht  lo  finhl  fur.'sn 

Kd  °  m^a'il  h'o''noura"tid  "afi 
her  from  the  hands  of  Kim 
give  you  my  wonJ,  ihst  th. 
can  attend  a  prisoner,  and  a  ca 
tbins  like  Injury  or  tnaull.  shi 
when  he  Tiefdi  up  the  caatle, 
loJameaof  Douglas." 

■■■        -'      '  -    lo  which  I  a 


pr  which  has  been  f 
■e  Wei. 


I  feloniouaiy 
iMera- 


Kdwi 


tanlye: 


.  and  n( 


Of  my  own  sword.  Pembroke  . 
with  his  whole  army,  lo  rescue  the  pa 
I^M.  I  bear  the  tramp  of  his  horee's  i 
and  1  will  raainiain  myBround  whii 
reach  of  Biippori  I  riordo  Ifeanhat  ih 

ophold  Iha  alruRgle  till  the  arrival  i 
(Dccaur.  Come  on,  then,  and  ireai 
child,  but  as  one  who.  whelher  I  slai 

intacmusL" 

"  Bo  be  it  then,"  said  Doiiglnp.  a 
hke  the  land  colour  of  the  diunder-c 
hia  brow  k:  '  ' 


nson^ofTou- 1  1 

I  ani  wiihii!    i 
breath  which   i 


'  alllioURh  it  is  laid  by  a  proud  Scolchmi 
nrl  of  Pembroke,  completely  defeated,  ia  unaDM 
from  Ayr,  lowardi  which  he  hna  retreated  with 
b^a :  and  he  tends  hia  instructions  to  Sir  John 
niton,  to  make  the  best  lerma  he  can  for  iha 
der  of  the  C'aitle  of  Douelna,  and  iruat  noth- 

Scollii'h.  who  heard  this  unexpecled  new^ 


tiDbtnke's  drieai.  ahhaugb  in  son 
irrd  liim  attlbeny  loUikemeasuresi 
ic  Lady  of  Bcikely.  He  could  no.l, 
I  the  same  honourable  (erma  whic 
kI  tu  him  hy  Douglas  before  Ibe  lu 


iilr;  nor  have  I  a  rixhl  10  ( 
ions  which,  a  little  white  sit 
n  niy  offer.    But  1  submi 


niBhie 


1  will  la 


n  IheKniifhl 


nba,  and  his  bloody 
imbalanlB  to  hold  fin 
"laPembrol 


:r  than  Loudon 
"eady  to  obey  ih 


lanfpna    I 
slilaled    I 

a  Welsh  knighi,  known  ai 

?ar.  railed  out  loudly  to  thi 

d  De  Walton. 


person  ^ 


advio  _„,  . 
__.,       nawered  ihe  kninht, 

ahould  brine  to  the  ears  of  so  uisve  a  man  LiuinHsso    i 
unwelcome !    The  Rarl  of  Pembroke  yealcrday  re- ; , 
«rivtd  mformation  that  ihe  Costle  of  DoukIbs  waa    t 
attacked  bv  iho  son  of  the  deceased  EarCai.:  .:._    . 
whole  inhabitants  of  the  dietrin.     Pembrnke.  on    i 
bearing  (his,  resolved  lo  march  to  your  eu)>pi 
noble  knigbl,  with  all  the  forces  he  had  at  his  i 
poaal.    He  did  so.  and  accordinfrly  entertained  cvl.. 
■■sursDce  of  relieving  Ihe  caaile.  when  unexpectedly 
be  met.  on  Loudon  Hill,  a  hody  of  men  of  no  ven 
inftnor  force  in  his  own,  and  having  at  their  head 
that  famous  Gruce  whom  Ihe  Srolliah  rebels  ac- 
knowledee  ae  th^r  king.    He  marched  insiaiitly  lo 
the  attack,  aweartng  he  would   not  even  draw  a 
comb  ihiQUgh  his  grar  beard  until  he  had  rid  Eng- 


k  in  battle! 
^lemincwhohBagalla 

Tierdon  upon  n  nolileda .— 

manner  1  transfer  my  claim  upon  Ihe  perai 
redoubled  Kmght  ol'  Walion,  lo  the  high 
It^  Lady  AuEiiata  Retkely,  who,  I  hope,  wdl  ital 
ri^  lo  sccepi  from  the  Douglas  a  toft  which  the 
nee  of  war  has  tlimwn  into  hia  hands." 
ir  John  de  Walton,  on  heaiina  this  unexpected 
nion,  looked  up  iJis  Ihe  traveller  who  diecoven 
beams  of  the  tun  breaking  through  and  diaper*- 
ihe  icmpeat  whifh  liae  accompnuied  him  for  a 
Die  morninB.  Th-!  Lady  of  Berkely  recollected 
It  became  her  lanli,  and  showed  her  sense  of  the 
lelaa'a  chivalry.  Haetity  wiping  olT  the  leara 
irh  had  unwillingly  Bowed  to  har,  eyea,  while  her 


of  a  di 


ifceln.... 
needed  (o  h. 


:iss:,' 


>f  thai  age,  who  d 


.^  -,,,.,.  ...-  .-.-. ..'hich  waa 

r  by  ihe  general  voice  of  the  cbivalrr 
Stepping  forward,  beating  her  penpn 
iracefuUy,  yet  modeatl)',  in  the  altitude  of  a  lady  ae- 
mslomnJ  to  he  looked  lo  in  dtflicultica  like  Ihe  we- 
lent,  she  addressed  ihe  audience  in  a  tons  which 
nicht  not  have  misbecome  the  Ooddeea  of  Battle 
Ii9i.rr°ing  her  inHueiice  at  the  close  of  a  field  covetoo 
.viih  the  dend  and  Ih' dying. 

'■  The  noble  Dougia*"  elio  said,  shsll  not  paaa 
.%'itlioul  a  prize  from  the  field  which  he  haa  so  noUr 
Hon.    Thi«iii:hstmigofbnllianu,  which  mr  aoca*- 


M 


Mr  won  from  tbo  Siillin  of  Trebisond,  itself  a  prize 
of  buttle,  will  be  honoured  lijr  fluitainiDR,  under  ihe 
Oaiiiilass  armour,  a  Jock  oi  hiir  of  ihe  fortunate 
laJr  whom  the  victorious  lord  h»  idoptad  for  hie 
Buiile  in  cbJTalry;  and  if  the  DdusIm,  till  he  shall 
ndorn  it  with  thnt  lock,  will  permit  ihe  honaured 
lock  of  hair  which  it  now  benn  to  retain  ils  Italian, 
ahe  on  whoso  head  il  Ktevt  will  hold  it  on  a  MRptl 
thut  poor  AuKUSin  ilc  Brrkelr  in  pardoned  for  havinp; 

Biinid  any  mortal  insn  in  siriTc  with  ihe  Kni!;h'  -' 
mialas/' 

"  Woman'e  lo»e,"  replied  the  Roujflse,  "  ahalt 
dii-orc  ibis  locket  from  my  husom,  which  I  i 
.  keep  [ill  iht  last  d»y  of  my  life,  as  emblematic 

female  worth  and  female  lirtue.    And,  not  lo 

cni^irh  npon  the  valued  and  honoured  province  of 
SirJohn  deWa'—    '- -- ' "    -  -  -    ■■— 


TALES  OP  MY  LANDLORD. 

Haul  lieu  hetselt  w)ro  relumed  I 


......  ...  .„,,  .....aniited  mailer, 

bi>eamcs  the  noblest  of  her  *rx,  he  wilt  do 

nndf  lomainlain  such  n  proposition  with  hi*  lance, 
Wainsl  James  of  Tiaai^M  in  a  fiur  field." 

This  apeerli  was  heard  with  approbation  on  all 
eiiles;  and  the  nowii  Iroiwbl  by  Menidilti  of  Ihe 
■  '  il  of  ihe  Earl  i-f  Peinhroke,  and  his  iiubseni — 
■  ■  '    -        ■    -  ■    -    -irti  sold 

eiinrlilionB  were  rpocdily  acroeil  on,  which  put  lliu 
K^itlisU  in  pOMennon  of  this  alrnnKholi).  Ku{ethc~ 


erny  kind,  which  il  canlninHl.    The  Rariuon  hsil  il 

10  lioatl,  that  they  obtsined  a  f^  pnisaim  with  iheir 
hor'Un  and  arm^  to  return  by  the  shorteil  and  salbal 
rniti- 10  the  marchei  of  Ensland,  wiihoul  either  auf- 
lerina  or  inflicting  damage. 

Miimaret  of  Hautlii-n  was  not  bdiioil  in  ncltm  a 
leneruiis  port)  the  ssllatit  Knuhl  of  Valence  was 
allowed  lo  accomniuiy  hi«  IHuivl  De  Watlon  and  ihe 
Lady  AuRuirta  lo  Bnaland,  and  wiihoui  rannim. 

The  venerable  prclalo  of  Olan^w,  Hi-inK  what 
appeared  at  one  time  likely  lo  end  in  a  Kenctal  con- 
fliet,  terminate  bo  auspieiiHiely  for  bis  country,  con- 
tenttil  himself  with  bcatowing  his  blessinB  on  ihc 
aii«^mbted  muliiluda,  and  retmnff  wilh  those  who 
cnmo  to  B!>s«gl  in  the  «.Tvico  of  ihe  day. 

Tbia  surrender  of  Douelas  Castle  upon  the  Palm 
Sunday  of  l»lh  March,  I3n«-T,  waa  the  lieginniiw  of 
a  career  of  conquest  which  wn^  nnintermpted,  m 
which  ihaareaterpnrtnf  the  strcnKlha  and  fortresses 
of  Scotland  wero  yirldeil  to  thow  who  userled  the 
iiberly  <rf  their  country,  until  ibn  crowning  mercy 
waM  piineil  in  Ihe  eeK-braled  field  of  BanBockbuni, 
wii'ir.i  ihc  Knnbah  wntaineil  ii  defont  more  dissB' 
troiis  than  is  mentioned  upon  any  other  occasion  in 
their  annals. 

Uttle  need  In  said  nf  the  fiite  of  the  pemms  ( f  this 
BlorY.  King  Edward  w.-is  sicatly  oomced  at  3ir  John 
da  Walton  forhnvini;  surrendered  the Casilc ur  Dou- 
^ae,  necuiiiv  at  the  same  lime  hia  own  object,  the 
envifll  hand  of  the  heiress  of  Brakely.  The  kninhti 
towhombcrelprred  thenialterasBsubierl  of  inqui- 
ry, gave  it  nevertheless  as  their  opinion  that  dc  Wal- 
ton waa  void  of  all  rensurfk  havinq  discharged  bis 
duty  in  iis  Ihllest  citeni,  till  llic  cnminandB  of  his 
■uperior  offloer  obliged  him  to  aurrendsr  the  Dan- 
gcMus  Castle 

A  singular  roncwal  of  inlercourae  took  place  many 
Dwaths  aflerwanls,  between  Maniarel  of  Hautlieu 
and  her  lover.  SirMacolm  Plemino.  Theuao  which 
the  ladr  made  of  her  freeilom,  and  of  tliu  doom  of 
the  Scotliah  Pailiameni,  which  put  her  in  po«se*8ion 
of  her  Cher's  inheriianre,  was  tii  folow  h^r  ad  ven- 
turous spirit  throu^  danger*  nut  uairaliy  oncjuntered 
by  those  of  her  acx :  and  the  Lady  of  Ilaiithcu  wne 
not  only  a  darinc  foltower  of  the  chase,  but  it  was  said 
that  ahe  was  even  not  daunleil  in  tho  battle-field. 
She  remained  fiutbflit  to  Ihe  poUtioal  ptinciplei  which 
•be  had  adapted  at  an  early  period;  and  it  warned  as 
if  ^e  had  formed  ihi  gallant  resoluiion  of  shakinK 
the  god  Cupid  from  herborse's  tnane,  if  not  treading 
him  beneath  her  horse's  feet. 

The  Fleming,  although  he  had  vanished  from  the 

neifthbourhood  of  ibe  i^auniries  of  Lanark  and  Ayr, 

lo  Mats  his  apology  to  the  Lady  de 


neighbourh 


England,  while  Fleming  was 


19  letter  unopened. lad 
lolved  never  tsnia  to 
inal  eiigBRemenu    It 


tbelloider.  afiertheordinar/faBhionofonewho  Mujbi 
advcntiux^  a  waiting-maiJ,  equipped  in  a  fanliAic 
hahii,  aeki-tl  the  protection  of  bis  arm  in  the  num^af 
her  lady,  who,  Tale  in  the  evenins,  had  been  inidr 
caplive,  ahe  said,  by  certain  ill-disposed  cailitli.  w'n.< 
were  carrying  her  by  force  through  th«  forest  Tb' 
Fleming's  lance  was,  of  course,  in  its  n'si,  and  kj 
betide  the  failonr  whose  l»l  it  was  to  encounifr  ii5 
ibrusi;  the  (imfell.incapabl.'of  farther  combal.init 
another  of  the  felons  encoimlered  the  name  file 
lb  little  mora  resistance.  The  lady,  released  froai 
:  dincouru-oui  cord  wliich  reetrained  her  libcrif. 


knight  by  whomilK-hiidbeennweurd;  andoltbiMdi 
the  darkness  did  not  pmnit  ber  to  recoftiuse  hirold 

-  her  liberator,yetHhenauUnothutlciidawd- 

.— ^  -^  to  the  convoraatiun  with  which  heentcTlBioM 
her,  IS  thcrpmneded  iin  (he  way-  He  apuke  <tf  ibe 
tollen  caidln  aa  being  Brqiliahnien.  who  found  a  plu- 
rare  ineiieraiinKnprnwftun  and  barbarities  upon  thg 
wandering  danwcls  of  Scotland,  and  whose  canir, 
therefbre,  iherhampioni  uf  that  country  werr  buuiiil 
toavcnsiwlnle  ihablnodthrohbcdin  iheirvnn*.  11- 
■pokearthainjustioeorihe  nationnliiuBrrtl  which  lii'' 
aUbrded  a  ptPicncr  for  auch  delibnuie  oiipreihvii : 
and  the  hMy,  who  hcnvHf  had  auflercd  wi  much  v. 
iho  inlsrlWnico  uf  the  Ewihith  io  the  alTairs  of  Sen:- 
land,  readily  aoquiveciid  in  the  sentimt'nlH  which  b- 
lUpreHeH  on  a  aubtert  which  she  hud  an  much  ti  .iwn 
forreipitdiiiKaBanaiilicling  one.  Her  anawir  wn 
-iveninthesiiiniaf  a  wruon  who  would  not  hciisit. 
the  tunea  should  call  for  such  an  example,  lodei^  :i~ 
ren  with  her  haml  tlie  rights  which  she  asser.'i 
ith  her  ton){ue. 

Pleased  with  the  sentiments  which  ilic  cxpirsiw'. 
and  recognisijifi  in  her  voice  that  aecrei  chaim. 
which,  once  inipnnsed  upon  the  human  hcari.  i> 
rarely  wrought  out  of  the  n'lnembranco  by  a  loafi 
train  of  subsequent  events,  he  almost  porsuadi'd  tiua- 
self  that  the  lanes  were  familiar  to  him,  and  bad  al 
one  time  foimed  the  key  to  his  innermost  aSectiosL 
In  proreedins  on  their  joumev,.  the  kniglil's  ironbM 

>r  mind  waa  auRineDtcdmileld  of  being  dimi- 

I.  The  Kenes  of  his  earliest  I'onth  wits  recslM 
nances  so  slight,  ai  would  in  unliniry 
produced  no  cffcci  whatsoever  j  ilie  sen- 
Marcd  similar  to  those  which  his  lUv  \tti 
>d  to  enforce,  and  he  half  persuaded  him- 
self that  the  dawn  of  day  was  lo  be  to  him  tliebnna- 
ngof  B  fortune  ntiially  singular  and  exiraonlinarf. 
In  thuinidstofthisanxielv.  Sir  Malcolm  FlvmiRE 
had  no  anlicipalion  ihsl  the  lady  whom  he  hsd  lirn!- 
luforc  rejected  waa  again  thrown  into  bis  path,  sifci 
of  absence ;  still  li-ss,  when  dnprlight  cave  bun 

as  he  prepared  to  bctirve  ihai  he  wos  once  acain  w 

"  '  !  rhompion  of  Margerc i  dc  Hautlwi. 

The  Isdy,  on  that  direful  morniag 

,...  ...ir«l  from  the  church  of  Douglas,  hi3 

not  resolved  (indeed  what  lady  ever  did  .)  to  re 
nounce.  wiihoui  some  struggle,  the  beautiif  wbicli 
ihe  had  once  possrssed.  A  long  process  of  tiuie, 
tmployed  under  skilful  hands,  had  succctded  in  ohli- 
etaiing  the  scars  which  remained  as  the  marki'< 
ler  fall.    These  was  now  considerably  Ftiaced.  lad 


'imSflh 


a  blemish,  concealed,  as  it  was,  by  a  black  n 
and  the  arts  of  the  lirowoman,  who  mode  ii  her 


soul,  bad  always  presentad.    Itaeemtdtoboth, 

ihcTcfoie,  that  iheir  fate,  by  hnngin^  them  together 
1  separation  which  appeared  lo  decisive,  hu 
led  ill  fat  thai  ibeir  fortunes  were  insepBnl)ls 
ach  other.  By  the  time  that  the  sunrniei  w8 
imbed  high  in  the  heaveni,  the  two  inieikn 
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irith  an  eageraess  which  marked  the  important  mat- 
ers in  diacasabn  between  them;  and  in  a  abort 
ime  it  was  made  generally  known  through  Scotland, 
hat  Sir  Malcolm  Fleming  and  the  Lady  Margaret 
le  Hautlieu  were  to  be  united  at  the  court  <oT  the 
mod  King  Robert,  and  the  husband  invested  with 
ha  honours  of  Biggar  and  Cumbernauld,  an  earldom 
ID  long  known  in  the  family  of  Fleming. 


Thb  gentle  reader  is  acquainted,  that  these  are,  in 
ill  proDability,  the  last  tales  which  it  will  be  the  lot 
tf  the  anthor  to  submit  to  the  public.  He  is  now 
»n  the  eve  of  visiting  foreign  parts ;  a  ship  of  war  is 
jommiBsioned  by  its  Royal  Master  to  carry  the  Au- 
hor  of  Waverley  to  climates  in  which  he  may  possi- 
ily  obtain  snch  a  restoration  of  health  as  may  serve 
lim  to  qiin  his  thread  to  on  end  in  his  own  country. 
iad  he  continued  to  prosecute  his  usual  literary 
abonro,  it  seems  indeed  probabla  that  at  the  term  of 
'ears  he  has  already  attained,  the  bowl,  to  use  the 
lathetic  language  of  Scripture,  would  have  been 
ffoken  at  the  fountain ;  and  little  can  one,  who  has 
^joyed  on  the  whole  an  uncommon  share  of  the 
noat  inestimable  of  worldly  blessngs,  be  entitled  to 


complain,  that  life,  advancing  to  its  penod,  should 
be  attended  with  its  usual  proportions  of  shadows 
and  storms.  They  have  anected  him  at  least  in  no 
more  painful  manner  than  is  inseparable  from  the 
discharge  of  this  part  of  the  debt  of  humanity.  Of 
those  whose  relation  to  him  in  the  ranks  of  life 
might  have  ensured  him  their  sympathv  under  in- 
disposition, many  are  now  no  more ;  ana  those  who 
may  yet  follow  in  his  wake,  are  entitled  to  expect,  in 
bearing  inevitable  evils,  an  example  of  firmness  and 
patience,  more  especially  on  the  part  of  one  who  has 
ergojred  no  small  good  fortune  during  the  course  of 
his  pilgrimage. 

The  public  have  claims  on  bis  gratitude,  for  which 
the  Author  of  Waverley  has  no  adeqiiate  means  of 
expression ;  but  he  mav  be  permitted  to  hope,  that 
the  powers  cMf  his  mind,  such  as  thev  are,  may  not 
have  a  different  date  from  those  of  his  body;  and 
that  he  may  again  meet  his  patronising  friends,  if 
not  exactly  m  his  old  fashion  of  Uterature.  at  least  in 
some  branch,  which  may  not  call  forth  the  remark, 
that— 

'*  fltaparttaotti  taft  the  veteran  <m  the  itafs." 

ABBOTSPOaD, 

Stpiembcr,  1891. 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  SURGEON'S  DAUGHTER. 


Tub  tale  of  Um  Surfeon's  Uwiffhter  fonaed  part  of  th«  leoond 
whes  of  ChrooielM  of  the  Canonfaie.  published  in  1817 ;  bat 
biu  been  aeparated  ftom  the  storiei  of  The  Hifhland  Widow, 
*&,  whieh  it  orifinaUy  aeeompanied,  and  deferred  to  the  eloee 
of  this  collection,  for  reaaoni  which  printen  and  pnbliaberi 
will  undentand,  and  wliioh  would  hardly  intereit  the  geoenl 
reader. 

The  Author  liai  nothinf  to  My  now  in  refereoee  to  thia  little 
Novel,  but  that  the  principal  incident  on  which  it  tame,  wai 
narrated  to  him  one  moming  at  braakfkit  by  hii  worthy  (Heod, 


Mr.  Train,  of  Caitle  Dou^aa,  in  Galloway,  whoee  kind 
anoe  he  has  lo  often  had  oooaaioo  to  acknowledge  in  the  < 
of  theee  prefkoee  i  and  that  the  military  Mend  who  ie  allodad 
to  a«  having  fumiihed  him  with  lome  information  ae  to  Eaataa 
matten,  was  Colonel  James  Ferguson  of  Huntly  Bum,  ooaof 
the  sons  of  the  vnierable  historian  and  philosopher  of  that  mbm 
—which  name  he  took  the  liberty  of  concealing  under  its  OaaHe 
ftwm  of  Mae-Rrriii. 


w.a. 
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IMr.  Train  wot  nquultd  by  air  WatttraeoUtogtMkiminwrUint 
the  tttry  at  ntarly  at  pettWe  fa  the  thape  fa  wlidk  he  had  told  U ; 
hut  the  /Mowing  narrative,  tnikieA  he  drew  vp  aeeordinglf,  did 
not  reach  AVbot^ord  until  July  183S.1 

In  the  old  Stock  of  Fife,  there  was  not  perhaps  an  individual 
whose  exertions  were  followed  by  consequences  of  such  a  re- 
markable nature  as  those  of  Davie  Duff,  popularly  called  "  The 
Thane  of  Fife."  who,  f^om  a  very  humble  parentage,  roee  to  fill 
ooe  of  the  chairs  of  the  magistracy  of  his  native  burgh.  By 
industry  and  economy  in  early  liib,  he  obtained  the  means  of 
erecting,  solely  on  his  own  accomit,  one  of  those  ingenious 
manufactories  for  which  Fifefhire  is  justly  celebrated.  From 
the  day  on  which  the  industrious  artisan  first  took  his  seat  at 
the  Council  Board,  he  attended  so  much  to  the  interests  of  tlie 
little  privileged  community,  that  civic  honours  were  conferred 
on  him  as  rapidly  as  the  Set  of  the  Royalty  could  legally  admit 

To  have  the  right  of  walking  to  church  on  holyt:ay,  preceded 
by  a  phalanx  of  halberdiers,  in  habiliments  (ksliioned  as  in  for- 
mer tiroes,  seems,  in  tlie  eyes  of  many  a  guild  brother,  to  be  a 
very  enviable  pitch  of  worldly  grandeur.  Few  persons  were 
ever  more  proud  of  civic  honours  than  the  Thane  of  Fife,  but  he 
knew  well  how  to  turn  liis  political  influence  to  the  best  account 
Tite  council,  court,  and  other  business  of  the  burgh,  occupied 
much  of  his  time,  which  caused  him  to  intrust  the  management 

of  his  manufictory  to  a  near  relation  whose  name  wafl  D *, 

a  young  man  of  dissolute  habits ;  but  the  Thane,  seeing  at  last, 
that  by  continuing  that  extravagant  person  in  that  charge,  his 
iiflkirs  would,  in  all  probability,  fall  into  a  state  of  bankruptcy, 
applied  to  the  member  of  Parliament  for  that  district  to  obtain 
a  situation  for  his  relation  in  the  civil  department  of  tlie  state. 
The  knight,  whom  it  is  hero  unnecessary  to  name,  knowing  how 
eflTectually  th^  Thane  ruled  the  little  burgh,  applied  in  the  pro- 
per quarter,  and  actually  obtained  an  appointment  forD******* 
in  the  civil  service  of  the  East  India  Company. 

A  respectable  surgeon,  whose  residence  was  in  a  neighbouring 
village,  had  a  beautifbl  daughter  named  Emma,  who  had  long 
*  Tbt  Conatituuon  of  the  Boroqgh. 

4U 


been  courted  by  D Immediately  beftwe  his  deputw 

to  India,  as  a  mark  of  mutual  aflbotion,  they  exchanged  mink- 
turoi,  taken  by  an  eminent  artist  in  Fift,  and  each  set  in  • 
locket,  for  the  purpose  of  havmg  the  object  of  aAction  alwaft 
in  view. 

The  eyes  of  the  old  Thane  were  now  turned  towards  Hindoa- 
tan  with  much  anxiety ;  but  his  relation  bad  not  Img  arri vad  io 
that  distant  quarter  of  tlie  globe  before  he  had  the  satlsActiaa 
of  receiving  a  letter,  conveying  the  welcome  intelligence  of  hie 
having  taken  poaiession  of  his  new  station  in  a  large  froatiar 
town  of  the  Company's  dominions,  and  that  great  cmolaraants 
were  attached  to  the  situation ;  which  was  oonfirmnd  by  several 
subsequent  communications  of  the  most  gratifying  descTiptioo 
to  the  old  Thane,  who  tookgreat  pleasure  in  spreading  tlie  news 
of  the  reformed  habits  and  singular  good  fortune  of  his  intended 
heir.    None  of  all  his  former  acquaintances  heard  witli  su<^  Joy 
the  favourable  report  of  the  successful  adventurer  in  the  East, 
as  did  the  fair  and  accomplished  daughter  of  the  village  nv- 
geon  ;  but  his  previous  character  caused  her  to  keep  her  own 
correspondence  with  him  secret  from  her  parents,  to  whom 
even  the  circumstance  of  her  being  acquainted  with  d******* 
was  wholly  unknown,  till  her  fhther  received  a  letter  flDm  hin, 
in  which  he  assured  him  of  his  attachment  to  Emma  long  befbva 
his  departure  firom  Fife  :  thst  having  been  so  happy  as  to  gain 
her  affitctions,  he  would  have  made  her  his  wifb  before  leaving 
his  native  country,  had  he  tlitm  had  the  means  of  supporting  her 
in  a  suitable  rank  through  life  ;  and  that,  having  it  now  ia  hb 
power  to  do  so,  he  only  waited  the  consent  of  her  parent!  to 
fiilfil  the  vow  he  had  formerly  made. 

The  Doctor  having  a  large  fkmily,  with  a  very  limited  ineooa 

to  support  them,  and  understanding  that  D *  had  at  laaC 

become  a  person  of  sober  and  industrious  habits,  he  gava  Ida 
consent,  in  which  Emma's  mother  fully  coneurrad. 

Aware  of  the  straitened  circumstanoee  of  the  Doctor,  D******* 
remitted  a  sum  of  money  to  complete  at  Edinburgh  BoMBft^ 
Oriental  education,  and  fit  her  out  in  her  journey  to  India  i  riM 
was  to  embark  at  Sbeemess,  on  board  one  of  the  Conpmi^ 
ships,  for  a  port  in  India,  at  which  place,  he  aaid,  he 
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wait  hn  airivBl.  with  a  rstinne  Nited  to  a  peiMa  of  bia  tank  ia 
aoeiatj. 

Emmawt  oat  from  her  fiUhar*!  houae  jaat  in  time  to  weura  a 
pawain.  ai  propoaed  br  her  intended  baibend,  aeoonpanied  bj 
her  onlr  brother,  who,  on  their  arrival  at'Sheemeei,  met  one 

C* ,  an  old  eebooUUlow,  oaptain  of  the  ehip  br  whkh 

Bnuna  wee  toifrbdeod  b  Ikidii. 

It  waa  the  particnlar  dedre  of  the  Doctor  that  hie  danghter 
riioold  be  oomnitted  to  the  eare  of  that  feotlemao,  ftom  the 
time  of  her  leaTing  the  ehoiee  of  Bntain,  till  the  intended  mar- 
riafe  cereeaonj  wee  dnl  j  peilbraied  on  her  arrival  in  India ;  a 
eharfe  that  wee  ftanklj  nndettaken  bj  the  geoerooa  eea-eap- 


Oa  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  at  the  a»poialed  port,  D 

wiOi  a  large  oavalendeof  mowited  Piadanei,  waa.  a 
m  atlanrtanne,  ready  to  aalnte  Smnm  on  hmdinc,  and  to 

kar  diiMt  into  the  interior  of  the  eooatrf.   C , 

made  aaveral  voyagoa  to  the  ahotaa  of  Hindoelaa,  kaowiag 
•MMthing  of  HMoo  maman  and  Baatnam.  wae  auiptieed  to 
eee  a  private  individoal  in  the  Companj'a  aevnea  wMiao  maasr 

attandanta;  and  when  D **  declined  having  the  aaarriage 

eaiemony  performed,  aeoording  to  the  ritea  of  the  Ghnrak,  till 
be  retained  to  the  place  of  hie  abode,  C******,  more  and  move 
oonfirmed  in  hia  aaq>icioa  that  all  waa  not  right,  raeolved  not  to 
part  with  Enuna,  till  he  had  fVdfllled,  in  the  moat  aatiaflMlorjr 
■nnner,  the  promiao  he  had  made  belbre  leaving  England,  of 
giving  her  dolf  awajr  in  marriage.    Not  beiv  «Ma  >f  111- 

tieatieatoaltertheioeolationorD ,  Emma  aolicited  her 

protector  C******  to  accompany  her  to  the  place  of  her  intended 
deatinatioo,  to  which  he  moat  raadOj  agreed,  taking  with  him 
aa  many  of  hia  crew  aa  he  deemed  aofflctmit  to  enaure  the  aafb 
aastody  of  hia  innocent  ykottfe«a/lbo«ld'ttrtttitoptM'1 
to  carry  her  away  by  fwoe. 


Both  partiaa  joomeyed  onwardo  till  ttaey  arrived  at  a  ftoatiei 
town,  where  a  native  Riyah  wee  waiting  the  enival  of  the  flut 
maid  of  Pilb,  with  whom  he  had  lUlen  deeply  in  love,  fhae 

aeeing  her  miniatam  likeneea  in  the  poaeaeaion  of  D ,  to 

whom  he  had  paid  a  laiie  aom  of  money  for  the  original,  aikl 
tudily  iBtntttedttim  tn-^BOii#e»  Mw  kUBBb  lb  the  sentofhii 
govefiimeot. 

No  aoooer  wee  thia  villenooa  action  of  d*******  koowa  la 


C*' 


than  he  comnHmicaled  the  whole  particolaia  to  tin 


commanding  ofker  of  a  regiment  of  Scotch  Highlander!  tint 
happened  to  be  <|aartafed  in  that  part  of  India,  begging  at  tb* 
eame  time,  for  the  honoor  of  Celedonie,  and  protecti<Ri  of  »- 
jared  inapoanee,  thai  he  woaM  naa  the  aaeoan  in  hia  power,  at 
naiating  any  attempt  that  mifbt  be  aaada  by  the  native  cbiaf  la 
wieet  ftom  their  liMda  the  virtnone  taanlewiw  bed  baeea 
ahameftillr  deeeyed  ftom  her  nataee  eoantiy  by  the  went  af 
mankind.  Honearoeeiqttea  toe  lai«e  a  epnee  in  thebHitaf 
the  Gael  to  naiet  each  a  call  of  hnmanMy- 

The  Rajah,  finding  hia  claim  waa  not  to  be  acceded  le,  eii 
weeitini  to  eufbrve  the  aeme,  aaeenMnd  hia  tioape,  end  at- 
tanked  with  gmat  fcry  the  plana  where  the  aflfc%liled  Bnon 
wae  for  a  tinw  eecaiad  by  her  iiimlijmeii,  who  fongbt  la  bar 
defonce  witii  all  their  native  valoar,  which  at  length  m  em- 
powered their  aaaailanta,  that  they  were  fwoed  to  retin  la 
every  direction,  leaving  behind  aaeny  of  tlwir  alaie,  anoac 
whom  waa  foond  the  mengled  eorpae  of  the  pnfldioaa  D*^  "*** 

•O"**""*  via'  iMBtediatelr  afterwarda  married  to  Eamia.  aed 
my  informant  aaMired  me  he  aaw  them  many  yaan  aftanrardi, 
living  happily  together  in  the  coanty  of  KlBl^  en  the  foftaei 
beqaeathed  by  the  **  Thane  of  FUb." 

J.T. 

GJtoftt  DMoiAn,  'Jdir,  tmt. 
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MR.  CROPTANGRY'S  PREFACE. 

lB4ito,  n7  maw,  iodito, 

BabpoNia'd  It  thy  lyre, 
The  pnutM  to  icqnite 

Whieh  ralM  of  oourt  raquin. 

Pnbationarf  Oda. 

Turn  ooncludinff  a  literwy  undertaking,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  is,  to  tne  inexpenenced  at  least,  attended 
with  an  irritatinff  dtillation,  like  that  which  attends 
on  the  healing  of  a  wound— a  prurient  impatience,  in 
short,  to  know  what  the  world  in  general,  and  friends 
in  particular,  will  say  to  our  labours.  Some  iuthors, 
I  am  told,  profess  an  osrster-like  indifference  upon 
tnia  subject ;  for  my  own  part,  I  hardly  believe  in 
their  sineerity.  Othera  may  acquire  it  irom  habit ; 
but  in  my  poor  opinion,  a  neophyte  like  myself  must 
be  for  B  long  time  incapable  of  such  Bang  frcid. 

Pranklv,  I  was  ashamed  to  feel  how  childishly  I 
felt  on  the  occasion.  No  person  could  have  said 
prettier  things  than  myself  upon  the  importance  of 
stoicism  concerning  the  opinion  of  others,  when  tkeir 
applause  or  censure  refers  to  Kterary  character  only ; 
and  I  had  di»termined  to  lay  my  worK  before  the  pub- 
lic, with  the  same  unconcern  with  which  the  ostrich 
lays  her  eggs  in  the  sand,  giving  herself  no  farther 
trouble  concerning  the  incubation,  but  leaving  to 
the  atmosphere  to  bring  forth  the  young,  or  other- 
wise, as  the  climate  shall  serve.  But  though  an 
ostrich  in  theory,  I  became  in  practice  a  poor  hen, 
who  has  no  sooner  made  her  deposit,  but  slie  runs 
cackling  about,  to  call  the  attention  of  every  one  to 
the  wonderful  work  which  she  has jpeiformed. 

As  soon  as  I  became  possessed  ofniy  first  volume, 
neatly  stitched  up  and  bosirded.  my  senae  of  the  ne- 
''essity  of  communicating  with  some  one  became 
ungovernable.  Janet  was  inexorable,  and  seemed 
already  to  have  tired  of  my  literary  confidence  \  for 
whenever  I  drew  near  the  subject,  after  evading  it  as 
long  as  she  could,  she  made,  under  some  pretext  or 
other,  a  bodily  retreat  to  the  kitchen  or  the  cockloft, 
her  own  peculiar  and  inviolate  domains.  Mv  pub- 
lisher would  have  been  a  natural  resource :  out  he 
understands  his  business  too  well,  and  follows  it 
too  closely,  to  desire  to  en^  into  literary  discus- 
sions, wisely  considering,  that  he  who  was  to  sell 
books  has  seldom  leisure  to  read  them.  Then  my 
acmiaintance,  now  that  I  have  lost  Mrs.  Bethune 
Balio!,  are  of  that  distant  and  accidental  kind,  to 
whom  I  had  not  face  enough  to  communicate  the 
nature  of  my  uneasiness,  and  who  probably  would 
only  have  laughed  at  me  had  I  made  any  attempt  to 
interest  them  in  my  labours. 

Reduced  thus  to  a  sort  of  despair,  I  thought  of  my 
mend  and  man  of  business  Mr.  Fairscrioe.  His 
habits,  it  was  true^  were  not  likely 'to  render  him  in- 
dulgent to  light  literature,  and,  indeed,  d  had  more 
than  once  noticed  his  daughters,  and  especially  my 
nttle  songstress,  whip  into  her  reticule  what  looked 
venr  like  a  circulating  bbrary,  volume,  as  soon  as  her 
rather  entered  the  room.  Still  he  was  not  only  my 
ttttured  but  almost  my  only  friend,  and  I  had  little 
doubt  that  he  would  take  an  interest  in  the  volume 
for  the  sake  of  ^e  author,  which  the  woik  itself 
might  fail  to  inspiie.  I  sent  him  therefore,  the  book, 
carefnlly  sealed  up,  with  an  intimation  that  I  re- 
quested the  favour  of  hia  opinion  upon  the  contenta, 
of  which  I  effected  to  talk  in  the  deiHeciatory  style, 
which  calls  for  point  blank  contradiction,  if  your  corn 
i^^ndent  poss^ases  a  grain  of  civiHty. 


by  volunteering  my  pretfence,  however  sure  a  wel- 
come) an  invitatk>n  to  eat  an  e^  as  was  rov  friend's 
favourite  phrase,  or  a  card  to  drmk  tea  with  Misses 
Fairsoriba  or  a  provocation  to  breakfast,  at  least, 
with  my  hospitable  friend  and  benefactor,  and  to 
talk  over  the  contents  of  my  enclosure.  But  the 
hours  and  days  passed  on  from  Monday  till  Satur- 
day, and  I  had  no  acknowledgment  whatever  that 
my  packet  had  reached  its  destination.  "This  is 
very  unlike  my  good  friend^s  punctuality/'  thought 
I ;  and  having  again  and  again  vexed  James,  my 
male  attendant,  by  a  close  examinadon  concerning 
the  time,  place,  and  delivery,  I  had  only  to  strajn  my 
imagination  to  conceive  reasons  for  my  fhend*s 
silence.  Sometimes  I  thought  that  his  opinion  of 
the  wotk  had  proved  so  unfavoiirable,  that  he  waa 
averse  to  hurt  my  feelings  bv  communicatinj;  it— 
aometimee,  that,  escunng  nis  hands  to  whom  it  was 
destined,  it  had  found  its  way  into  his  writing-chani- 
ber,  and  was  become  the  subject  of  criticism  to  his 
smart  clerks  and  conceited  aporentices.  "'Sdeafb !" 
thought  I,  "  if  I  were  sure  of  this,  I  would" 

"And  whal  would  you  dol"  said  Reason,  after  a 
few  moments'  reflection.  "You  are  ambitious  of  in- 
troducing your  book  into  every  writing  and  reading 
chamber  in  Edinburgh,  and  yet  you  take  fire  a^the 
thoughts  of  its  being  criticised  by  Mr.  Fau»cnbe  s 
young  people  7  Be  a  little  consistent,  for  ahame." 

"  I  will  be  consistent,"  sakl  I  doggedly ;  "  but  for 


T^i"  coi^^nuAication  took  place  on  a  Monday,  and 
f  daily  expected  (what* I  was  ashamed  to  antieipate 


scribe's  house.  The  old  domestic  opened  the  door 
cautiously,  and  before  I  aaked  the  question,  said, 
"  Mr.  Fairscribe  is  at  home,  sir ;  but  it  is  Sunday 
night."  Recogniaing,  however,  my  face  and  voice, 
he  opened  the  door  wider,  admitted  me,  and  con- 
ducted me  to  the  parlour,  where  I  found  Mr.  Fair- 
acribe  and  the  rest  of  his  fainUy  engaged  in  listening 
to  a  sermon  by  the  late  Mr.  Walker  of  Edinburgh,* 
which  was  read  by  Mias  Catherine  vr^  unusual  dis- 
tinctness^  simplicity,  and  judgment  Welcomed  as  a 
friend  of  the  liouae,  I  had  nothing  for  it  but  to  take 
my  seat  quietly,  and  making  a  vurtue  of  necessity, 
endeavour  to  derive  my  share  of  the  benefit  ans- 
ing  from  an  exceilent  sermon.  But  I  am  afraid  Mr. 
Walker*]^  force  of  logic  and  precision  of  exDression 
were  somewhat  lost  upon  me.  I  wais  sensible  I  had 
chosen  an  improper  time  to  disturb  Mr.  Fain^cribe, 
and  when  the  discourse  was  ended,  I  rose  to  take 
my  leave,  somewhat  haatily,  I  believe.  "A  cup  of 
tea.  Mr.  Crofungry  7"  aaid  the  young  lady.  "  You 
will  wait  and  take  part  of  a  Presbyterian  simper? 
said  Mr.  Fairscribe.— "  Nine  o'clock— I  make  it  a 

g}int  of  keeping  my  father's  hours  on  Supdayate'en. 
erhaps  Dr. [naming  an  excellent  clergyman] 

may  look  in." 

I  made  my  apology  for  declining  his  invitation ; 
end  I  fancy  my  unexpected  appearance,  and  bastr 
retreat,  had  rather  surprised  my  friend,  ^ince,  instead 
of  accompanying,  me  to  the  door,  be  conducted  me 
into  his  own  apartment 

"What  ia  the  matter,"  he  said.  "Mr.  Croftangiy? 
This  is  not  a  night  for  secular  business,  bin  if  any 
thing  sudden  or  extraordinary  baa  happened" 

"Nothing  in  the  world,"  said  I,  forcing  myself 
upon  confession,  as  the  best  way  of  clearing  myself 
Out  of  the  scrape,—  only-H>nIy  I  sent  you  a  Ii(tle 
pancel,  and  as  you  are  so  regular  in  ^kiiQ.>y|edguig 

*  fRobert  Wtikm,  th»  eolleuiit  and  rival  of  Dr.  Hafh  ■air, 
ioflt.  GUet'fe  CaiaiBb,  fidiabiBViui 
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letters  and  comniunirnnone,  T— I  thuiif;(ht  it  might 
have  m isr a rriud— that's  all." 

My  friend  laughed  heartily,  as  if  he  saw  into  and 
enjoyed  my  motives  and  my  confusion.  "Safe?— it 
came  safe  enoiieh,"  he  said.  "  The  wind  of  the 
world  always  blows  its  vanities  into  haven.  But 
this  is  the  end  of  the  session,  when  I  have  little  time 
to  read  any  thinp  printed  except  Inner-House  pa- 
pers; vet  if  you  will  take  your  kail  with  us  next 
Saturday,  1  will  Kl&nce  over  your  work,  though  1 
am  sure  I  am  no  competent  judge  of  such  matters." 

With  this  promis<;  I  was  fain  to  take  my  leave, 
not  without  half  pprsunding  my.solf  thai  if  once  the 
phlegmatic  lawyer  heqan  my  lucubrations,  he  would 
not  be  able  to  ris<!  from  them  till  he  had  finisluHl  the 
perusal,  nor  to  endure  an  interval  betwixt  his  read- 
mg  the  last  page,  and  rc-questing  an  interview  with 
the  author. 

No  such  marks  of  impatieniv  displayed  themselves. 
.  Time,  blunt  or  keen,  as  my  friend  Joanna  says,  swift 
or  leisurely,  held  his  course;  and  on  the  appointed 
Saturday,  i  was  at  (he  door  precisely  asit  stnick  four. 
The  dinner  hour,  indeed,  was  five  punctually :  but 
what  did  I  know  but  tnv  friend  might  want  half  an 
hour's  conversation  with  me  before  that  time?    I 
was  ushen-d  mto  an  empty  drawing-room,  and.  from  , 
a  needle-book  and  work-basket,  hastily  abandoned,  ' 
I  had  some  reason  to  think  I  interrupted  my  little  j 
friend.  Miss  Katie,  in  some  domestic  labour  more 
praiseworthv  than  elegant.    In  this  critical  age,  filial ! 
piety  must  nide  herself  in  a  closrt,  if  she  has  a  mind  1 
to  dam  her  father's  linen. 

Shorly  after,  I  was  the  more  fully  convinced  that 
1  had  been  too  early  an  intmder,  when  a  wench 
came  to  fetch  away  the  basket,  and  recommend  to 
my  courtesies  a  red  and  /;reen  gentleman  in  a  cage, 
who  answered  all  my  advances  by  croaking  out, 
"  You're  a  fool  -you'ir  a  fool,  I  tell  you !"  until, 
upon  my  word,  I  Wgan  to  think  the  creature  was  in 
the  right.  At  last  my  frien<l  arrived,  a  litilc  over- 
heaiM.  He  had  been  takinc;  a  turn  at  ro1£  to  pre- 
pare him  for  "colloquy  sublime."  And  wherefore 
not  ?  since  the  game,  wnth  its  variety  of  odds,  lengths, ' 
bunkers,  tee'd  balls,  and  so  on,  may  l>e  no  inadequate 
representation  of  the  hazards  attending  literary  pur- 
suit.s.  In  particular,  thosi*  formidable  nuffets,  which 
make  one  nail  spin  through  the  air  like  a  rirte-shot, 
and  strike  anotlier  down  into  the  verv  earth  it  is 
placed  upon,  by  the  nialadroitness  or  the  malicious 
purpose  of  the  player— what  are  they  but  parallels  to 
the  favourable  or  depreciating  nofiees  of  the  review- 
ers, who  play  at  polf  with  the  publications  of  the  sea- 
son, even  as  Altisidora,  in  her  approach  to  the  gates 
of  the  infernal  regions,  saw  the  devils  playing  at 
racket  with  the  new  bonks  of  Cervantes'  days. 

Well,  every  hour  has  its  end.  Five  o'clock  came, 
and  my  friend,  with  hisdaui^hters,  and  his  handsome 
young  son,  who,  though  fairly  buckled  to  the  desk, 
IS  every  now  and  then  looking  over  his  shoulder  at  a 
smart  unifonn,  set  seriously  about  satisfying  the 
corporeal  wants  of  nature;  while  I.  stimulated  by  a 
nobler  appetite  after  fame,  wish<»d  that  the  touch  of  a 
magic  wand  could,  without  all  the  ceremony  of  pick- 
ing and  choosing,  carving  and  slicing,  masticating 
and  swallowing,  have  transported  a  tiuantxim  grufficit 
of  the  good  thmgs  on  my  friend's  hospitable  board, 
mto  the  stomachs  of  those  who  surrounded  it,  to  be 
there  at  leisure  converted  into  chyle,  while  their 
thoughts  were  turned  on  higher  matters.  At  length 
all  was  over,  i^iit  the  voung  ladies  sat  still,  and 
talked  of  the  music  of  the  Pfeischutz,  for  nothing 
else  was  then  thought  of;  so  we  discussed  the  wild 
hunters'  song,  and  the  tame  hunters'  song,  &c.  &c. 
in  all  which  my  younp  friends  were  quite  at  home. 
Luckily  for  me,  all  this  horning  and  hooping  drew 
on  some  allusion  to  the  Seventh  Hussars,  which  gal- 
lant regiment,  I  obsen'c,  is  a  more  favourite  theme 
with  both  Miss  r!atherine  and  her  brother  than  with 
my  old  friend,  who  presently  looked  at  his  watch, 
and  said  something  significantly  to  Mr.  James  about 
office  hours.  The  youth  got  up  with  the  ease  of  a 
youngster  that  would  he  thought  a  man  of  fashion 
rather  than  of  business,  and  endeavoured,  with  some 
•access,  to  walk  out  of  the  room,  as  if  the  locomo- 


tion was  entirely  voluntary ;  Miss  Catiierine  and  her 
sisters  left  us  at  the  same  time,  and  now,  thought  L 
mv  trial  comes  on. 

Reader,  did  you  ever,  in  the  course  of  your  lific, 
cheat  the  court."  of  justice  and  lawyers,  by  itgreejig 
to  refer  a  dubious  and  important  question  lo  iIr 
decision  of  a  mutual  friend  ?  If  so,  you  may  Invt 
remarked  the  relative?  change  which  the  .irbir^r 
undergoes  in  your  fstimation,  when  raisrd,  though 
by  your  own  free  choice,  from  an  onlinary  acquamT- 
anc'c,  whost'  opinions  werr-  of  as  little  coni*quenre  to 
you  as  vours  to  him,  into  a  simerior  personage,  on 
whose  decision  vour  fate  must  depeiid  pro  tanto,  as 
my  friend  Mr.  Pairscribe  would  say.  Hi^  Icx/k-  as*- 
sume  a  mystcri<ius  if  not  a  minatory  ♦xpresf'ion  :  hi* 
hat  has  a  loftier  air,  and  his  wig,  if  he  wears  uiu.  a 
more  furmidablo  buckle. 

I  felt,  accordingly,  that  my  good  friend  Fair?cribe. 
on  the  present  occasion,  had  acquired  fromcthinz  ofn 
similar  increase  of  «H>n9eQuence.  But  a  week  »=incf. 
he  had,  in  my  opinion,  been  indeed  an  e.xcdUni- 
meaning  man,  perfectly  competent  to  every  thioK 
within  his  own  profession,  but  iinnuired  at  the  snair 
time  among  its  forms  and  technicalities,  and  as  uact- 
pableof  judging  of  matters  of  taste  as  any  niighty 
Goth  whatsoever,  of  or  belonging  lo  the  ancient  J^ 
nate  House  of  Scotland.  I^ui  what  of  that  ?  I  hii^ 
made  him  my  judge  by  my  own  eIe(*tion  ;  and  I  have 
often  observed  that  an  idea  of  declining  such  a  refer 
ence,  on  account  of  his  own  consciousness  oi  incom- 
petency, is.  as  it  perhaps  ought  to  be,  the  labt  whir-.'*, 
occurs  to  tlie  referee  himself.  He  that  has  a  liierar)' 
work  subjected  to  his  judgment  by  the  author,  i^n^l^ 
diately  throws  his  mind  into  a  critical  attitude,  though 
the  subject  be  one  which  he  never  before  thought  of. 
Mo  douDt  the  author  is  well  qualifie<l  to  select  hisovn 
judge,  and  why  should  the  arbiter  whom  he  ha^ 
chosen  doubt  his  own  talents  for  condenmatiuu  or 
acquittal,  since  he  has  bei-u  doubtless  picked  out  th 
his  frif'ud,  from  his  indubitable  reliance  on  their  com- 
petence ?  Surely,  tht!  man  who  wrote  the  production 
IS  likely  to  know  the  i>erfiu)n  best  quaUfied  to  judgr 
of  it. 

Whilst  these  thoughts  crossed  my  brain,  I  kept  my 
eyes  fixed  on  my  good  friend,  whose  motions  ap- 

E eared  unusually  tardy  to  me,  while  ho  ordered  a 
otilc  of  particular  claret,  decanted  it  with  scrupulous 
accuracy  with  his  own  hand,  caused  his  old  doniesir 
to  bring  a  saucer  of  olives,  and  chips  of  toastt^i  bread. 
and  thus,  on  hospitable  thoughts  intent,  seemed  Xv 
me  to  adjourn  the  discussion  which  I  longed  tobhiv: 
on.  yet  feared  to  precipitate. 

"He  is  dissatisfied,    thought  I,  "and  is  ashamol 
to  show  it,  afraid  doubtless  of  hurting  iny  fcehngf- 


my  landlord ;  "  scarcely  so  fit  to  take  a  poor  quart  of 
claret  between  us,  as  we  would  have  been  in  bettv 
days  to  take  a  pint,  in  the  old  Scottish  liberal  accept' 
ation  of  the  phrase.  Maybe  vou  would  have  iflied 
me  to  have  kept  James  to  help  us.  But  it'  it  is  not 
on  a  holyday  or  so,  I  think  it  is  best  he  shodid  ob- 
serve office  hours." 

Here  the  discourse  was  about  to  fall.  I  relieved  it 
by  saying,  Mr.  James  was  at  the  happy  time  of  lift, 
when  he  had  better  things  to  do  than  to  sit  over  the 
bottle.    "  1  suppose,'-'  said  I.  "  your  son  is  a  reader." 

"  Urn— yes— James  may  be  called  a  reader  in  a 
sense ;  but  I  doubt  there  is  little  solid  in  his  studies- 
poetry  and  plays,  Mr.  Croftangry,  all  nonsense— iher 
set  his  head  a-gadding  after  the  army,  when  he  shoold 
be  minding  his  business." 

"  I  suppose,  then,  that  romances  do  not  find  much 
more  grace  in  your  eyes  than  dramatic  and  poetical 
compositions  ? 

"  DeU  a  bit,  deil  a  bit,  Mr.  Croftangry,  nor  histori- 
cal productions  either.  There  is  too  much  fightiof 
in  history,  as  if  men  only  were  brought  into  this 
world  to  send  one  another  out  of  it.  It  nouriilkes 
false  notions  of  our  being,  and  chief  and  proper  end. 
Mr.  Croftangry." 

Still  all  this  woB  general  and  I  became  determineti 
to  bring  our  disooune  to  a  ibcua.  "  I  om  afraid,  iben 
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I  have  done  yery  ill  to  trouble  you  with  my  idle  ma- 
nuscriptB,  Mr.  Faincribe ;  but  you  must  do  me  the 
juatice  to  remember,  that  I  had  nothing  better  to  do 
than  to  amuse  myself  by  writing  the  eheeis  I  put  into 
your  hands  the  other  day.    1  may  truly  plead^ 

'  1  tea  no  calliof  for  thit  idle  trade.'  '* 

^'  I  cry  your  mercy.  Mr.  Croftangry,"  said  my  old 
friend,  soddenly  recollecting—"  yes,  yes,  I  have  oeen 
very  rude ;  but  I  had  forgotten  entirely  that  you  had 
taken  a  spell  yourself  at  that  idle  man^s  trade." 

"  I  suppose,"  rephed  I,  "  you,  on  your  side,  have 
been  too  bitsy  a  man  to  look  at  my  poor  Chronicles  1" 

"  No^  no,''^  said  my  friend.  "  I  am  not  so  bad  as 
that  neither.  I  have  read  tnem  bit  by  bit,  just  as  I 
oould  get  a  moment's  time,  and  I  believe  I  snail  very 
soon  get  through  them." 

"Well,  my  good  friend  1"  said  I,  interrogatively. 

And  "  Well  Mr.  Croftangry,"  cried  he,  "  I  really 
think  you  have  got  over  the  ground  very  tolerably 
well.  I  have  noted  down  here  two  or  three  bits  of 
things,  which  I  presume  to  be  errors  of  the  press. 
otherwise  it  might  be  alleged,  perhaps,  that  you  did 
not  fully  pay  that  attention  to  the  mrammatlcal  rules 
which  one  would  desire  to  see  rigidly  observed. 

I  looked  at  my  friend's  notes,  which,  in  fact, 
showed,  that  in  one  or  two  grossly  obvious  passages, 
I  had  left  uncorrected  such  solecisms  in  grammar. 

"  Well,  well,  I  own  my  fault ;  but,  setting  apart 
these  casual  errors,  how  do  vou  like  the  matter  and 
the  manner  of  what  I  have  been  vrriting,  Mr.  Fair- 
scribe?" 

"  Why,"  said  my-fnend,  pausing,  with  more  grave 
and  important  hesitation  than  I  thanked  him  for, 
"  there  \b  not  much  to  be  said  against  the  manner. 
The  style  is  terse  and  intelligible,  Mr.  GrofUinory, 
very  intelligible:  and  that  I  consider  as  the  first 
point  in  every  thing  that  is  intended  to  be  under- 
stood. There  are,  indeed,  here  and  there  some  flights 
and  fancies,  which  I  comprehended  with  difficulty ; 
but  I  got  to  your  meaning  at  last.  There  are  people 
that  are  like  ponies ;  their  judgments  cannot  go  fast, 
but  they  go  sure." 

*'That  is  a  pretty  clear  proposition,  my  friend: 
but  then  how  did  you  like  the  meaning  when  you  did 
get  at  it?  or  was  that,  like  some  ponies,  too  cufiicult 
to  catch,  and,  when  catched,  not  worth  the  trouble?" 

''  I  am  fisr  nrom  saying  that,  my  dear  sir,  in  respect 
it  would  be  downright  uncivil ;  but  since  you  ask  my 
opinion,  I  wish  you  could  have  thought  about  some- 
thing more  appertaining  to  civil  policy,  than  all  this 
bloody  work  about  shooting  and  dirking,  and  down- 
right hanging.  I  am  told  it  was  the  Germans  who 
first  brought  in  such  a  practice  of  choosing  their  he- 
roes out  of  the  Porteous  Roll  ;*  but,  by  my  faith,  we 
are  like  to  be  upsides  with  them.  The  first  wae^  as 
I  am  credibly  informed,  Mr.  Scolar,  as  they  call  him ; 
a  scholar- like  piece  of  work  he  has  made  of  it,  with 
his  Robbers  and  thieves." 

"  Schiller,"  said  I,  "my  dear  sir,  let  it  be  Schiller." 

"  Shiller.  or  what  you  like,"  said  Mr.  Fairscribe ; 
*'  I  found  the  book  where  I  wish  I  had  found  a  better 
ofi^  and  that  is,  in  Kate's  work-basket.  I  sat  down, 
and,  like  an  old  fool,  began  to  read ;  but  there,  I  grant, 
you  have  the  better  of  Schiller,  Mr.  Croftangry?' 

"I  should  be  glad,  my  dear  sir.  that  you  really 
think  I  have  approadud  that  admirable  author; 
even  your  friendly  partiality  ought  not  to  talk  of  my 
having  txctUed  him." 

"  But  I  do  say  you  have  excelled  him,  Mr.  Croft- 
angryi  in  a  most  material  particular.  For  surely  a 
book  of  amusement  shouldf  be  something  that  one 
can  take  up  and  lay  down  at  pleasure ;  and  I  can  say 
justly,  I  was  never  at  the  least  loss  to  put  aside 
these  sheets  of  yours  when  business  came  in  the  way. 
But.  feuth,  this  Shiller,  sir,  does  not  let  you  off  so 
essily.  I  forgot  one  appointment  on  particular  busi- 
nesa,  and  I  wilfully  broke  through  another,  that  I 
mi^t  stay  at  home  and  finish  his  confounded  book, 
which,  after  all,  is  about  two  brothers,  the  greatest 
rascals  I  ever  heard  of.  The  one,  sir,  goes  near  to 
murder  his  own  father,  and  the  other  (which  you 
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would  think  still  stranger)  sets  about  to  debauch  his 
own  wife." 

"I  find,  then,  Mr.  Fairscribe,  that  you  have  no 
taste  for  the  romance  of  real  life,  no  pleasure  in  con* 
templating  those  spirit-rousing  impulses,  which  force 
men  of  fiery  passions  upon  great  crimes  and  great 
virtues?" 

"Why,  as  to  that,  I  am  not  just  so  sure.  But 
then,  to  mend  the  matter,"  continued  the  critic, "  you 
have  brought  in  Highlanders  into  every  story,  as  if 
you  were  going  back  again,  velxB  et  remit,  into  the 
oki  days  of  Jacobitism.  I  must  speak  my  plain  mind, 
Mr.  Croftangry.  I  cannot  tell  what  innovations  in 
Kirk  and  State  may  be  now  proposed,  but  our  fathers 
were  friends  to  both,  as  they  were  settled  at  the  glo- 
rious Revolution,  and  liked  a  tartan  plaid  as  Uttle  as 
they  did  a  white  surplice.  I  wish  to  Heaven,  all  this 
tartan  fever  bode  well  to  the  Protestant  succession 
and  the  Kirk  of  Scotland." 

"Both  too  well  settled,  I  hope,  in  the  minds  of  the 
subject,"  said  I,  "  to  be  anectea  by  old  remembrances, 
on  which  we  look  back  as  on  the  portraits  of  our  an- 
cestors, without  recollecting,  while  we  gaze  on  them, 
any  of  the  feuds  by  which  the  originals  were  animated 
while  ahve.  But  most  happy  should  I  be  to  light 
upon  any  topic  to  supply  the  place  of  the  Highlands, 
Mr.  Fairscribe.  I  have  been  just  reflecting  that  the 
theme  is  becoming  a  Uttle  exhausted,  and  your  expe- 
rience may  perhaps  supply" 

"  Ha,  ha,  hn.—nw  experience  supply !"  interrupted 
Mr.  Fairscribe,  with  a  laugh  of  dension.  "  Why,  you 
might  as  well  ask  my  son  James's  experience  to  sup- 
ply a  case  about  thiriage.  No,  no,  my  good  friend.  1 
have  lived  by  the  law,  and  in  the  law,  all  my  liie ; 
and  when  you  seek  the  impulses  that  make  soldiers 
desert  and  shoot  their  senjeants  ar«d  corporals,  and 
Highland  drovers  dirk  English  graziers,  to  prove 
themsdves  men  of  fiery  passions,  it  is  not  to  a  man 
hke  me  you  should  come.  I  can  tell  you  some  tricks 
of  my  own  trade,  perhaps,  and  a  queer  story  or  two 
of  estates  that  have  been  lost  and  recovered.  But, 
to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  think  you  might  do  with  your 
Muse  of  Fiction,  as  you  call  ner,  as  many  an  honest 
man  does  with  his  own  sons  in  flesh  and  blood." 
"  And  how  is  that,  ray  dear  sir?" 
• "  Send  her  to  India,  to  be  sure.  That  is  the  true 
place  for  a  Scot  to  thrive  in;  and  if  you  carry  your 
story  fifty  years  back,  as  'there  is  nothing  to  hinder 
you,  you  will  find  as  much  shooting  and  stabbing 
there  as  ever  was  in  the  wild  Highlands.  If  you  want 
rogues,  as  they  are  so  much  in  fashion  with  yoiL  you 
have  that  gallant  caste  of  adventurers,  who  laid  down 
their  consciences  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  as  they 
went  out  to  India,  and  forgot  to  take  them  up  again 
when  they  returned.  Then^  for  great  exploits,  you 
have  in  the  old  history  of  India,  before  Europeans 
were  numerous  there,  the  most  wonderful  deeds, 
done  by  the  least  possible  means,  that  perhaps  the 
annals  of  the  woria  can  afford." 

"I  know  it,"  said  I.  kindling  at  the  ideas  his  speech 
inspired.  "I  remember  in  the  delightful  psges  of 
Orme,  the  interest  which  mingles  in  his  narratives, 
from  the  very  small  number  of  English  which  are 
engaged.  Each  ofiioer  of  a  regiment  becomes  known 
to  you  by  name,  nay,  the  non-commissk>ned  officers 
and  privates  acquire  sa  individual  share  of  interest 
They  are  distinguished  among  the  natives  like  the 
Spaniards  among  the  Mexicans.  What  do  I  say? 
they  are  like  Homer's  demigods  among  die  warring 
mortals.  Men.  like  Clive  and  Caillaud,  influenced 
great  events,  like  Jove  himself.  Inferior  officers  are 
uke  Mars  or  Neptune,  and  the  sergeants  and  corpo- 
rals might  well  pass  for  demigods.  Then  the  various 
relimous  costumes,  habits,  and  mannera  of  the  people 
of  Hindustan,— the  patient  Hindhn,  the  warlike  Ra- 
jahpoot,  the  hausdity  Moslemah,  the  savage  and  vin- 
dictive Malay— Glorious  and  unbounded  subjects! 
The  only  objection  is,  that  I  have  never  been  there, 
and  know  nothing  at  all  about  them." 

"  Nonsense,  my  good  friend.  You  will  tell  us  about 
them  all  the  better  that  you  know  nothing  of  what 
you  are  saying ;  and  come,  we'll  finish  the  bottle,  and 
when  Katie  (Her  sisters  go  to  the  assembly)  has  given 
us  tea,  she  will  tell  you  the  outline  of  the  story  of 
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poor  Meoie  Gray,  wboM  picum  yon  will  see  in  the 
drawing-room,  a  distant  relation  of  my  father's,  who 
had,  however  a  handsome. part  of  ooosin  Meniere 
saoeessioo.  There  are  none  living  that  can  be  hurt 
by  the  story  now,  though  it  was  thought  best  tosmo- 
ther  it  up  at  the  time,  as  indeed  even  the  whimsra 
about  it  led  poor  cousm  Menie  to  live  very  retina.  I 
mind  her  well  when  a  child.  There  was  something 
very  gentle,  but  rather  tiresome,  about  poor  cousin 
Menie.'' 

When  we  came  into  the  drawing-room^  mv  friend 
pointed  to  a  picture  which  I  had  before  noticed,  with- 
out, however,  its  having  attracted  more  than  a  pass- 
ing look  ;  now  I  regarded  it  with  more  attention.  It 
was  one  of  those  portraits  of  the  middle  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  in  which  artists  endeavoured  lo  oon- 
qner  the  stifiness  of  hocvs  and  brocades,  by  throwing 
a  fancy  drapery  around  the  figure,  with  loose  folds 
like  a  mantle  or  dressing  gown,  the  stays,  however, 
being  retained,  and  the  bosom  didplayed  m  a  manner 
which  shows  that  our  mothere,  like  their  datigfaters, 
were  as  liberal  of  their  charms  as  the  nature  of  their 
dress  might  permit.  To  this,  the  well-known  style 
of  the  period,  the  features  and  form  of  the  individual 
added,  at  firat  sight,  little  interest.  It  represented  a 
handsome  woman  of  about  thirty,  her  hair  wound 
aknply  about  her  head,  her  features  regular,  and  her 
complezion  fair.  But  oo  looking  more  closely,  espe- 
cially after  having  had  a  hint  that  the  original  had 
been  the  heroine  of  a  tale,  I  could  observe  a  melan- 
choly sweetness  in  the  countenance,  that  seemed  to 
speak  of  woes  endurod,  and  injuries  sustained,  with 
that  resignation  which  women  can  and  do  sometimes 
diqilay  under  the  insults  and  ingratitude  of  those  on 
whom  they  have  bestowed  their  affections. 

"  Yes,  she  was  on  excellent  and  an  ill-used  woman," 
said  Mr.  Fairsciibe,  his  eye  fixed  like  mine  cm  the 
picture — "  She  left  our  family  not  less,  I  dare  say. 
^an  five  thousand  pounds,  and  I  believe  she  died 
worth  four  times  that  sum ;  but  it  was  divided  among 
the  nearest  of  kin,  which  was  all  fair." 

"But  her  history,  Mr.  Fairscribe,"  said  I— "to 
jodge  from  her  look,  it  must  have  been  a  melancholy 
one." 

"You  may  say  that  Mr.  Croftangry.  Melancholy 
enough,  and  extraordinary  enough  too— But,"  added 
he,  swallowing  in  haste  a  cup  of*  the  tea  which  was 
preaentsd  to  him,  "  I  most  away  to  my  business— ^ve 
cannot  be  gowfiing  all  the  morning,  and  telling  old 
stories  all  the  afternoon.  Katie  knows  all  the  outs 
and  the  ins  of  cousin  Menie's  adventures  as  well  as 
1  do,  and  when  she  has  given  yon  the  particulars, 
then  I  am  at  your  service,  to  condescend  more  artic- 
idately  upon  dates  or  particulara." 

WsO.  here  was  I,  a  gay  old  bachelor,  left  to  bear  a 
kyve  tale  from  my  young  friend  Katie  Fairscribe,  who, 
when  she  is  not  surrounckd  by  a  bevy  of  gallants,  at 
whioh  time,  to  my  thinking,  she  shows  less  to  advan- 
tage, is  as  pretty,  well  behaved,  and  unaffected  a  girt 
as  yon  see  tripping  the  new  walks  of  Prince's  Street 
or  Hcfiot  Row.  Old  bachelorship  so  decided  as  mine 
has  its  privileges  in  such  a  t^te-4-t^te,  provkling  yon 
are,  or  can  seem  for  the  time,  perfecdy  good-no- 
moiired  and  attentive,  and  do  not  ape  the  manners 
of  your  vounger  yeara,  in  attempting  which  you  will 
otdj^make  yourself  ridicalous..  I  don't  pretend  to  be 
so  indiflerent  to  the  company  of  a  pretty  young  wo- 
man as  was  desired  by  the  poet,  who  wished  to  sit 
ha 


— "  At  VDCoaoeni'd  m  wheo 

Her  infaut  bftutj  tould  bent 

Nor  happimti  nor  ptin.*'^ 

On  tbecontrary.  I  can  look  on  beauty  and  innoosnoe, 
aaaomfllhing  or  which  I  know  and  esteem  the  value, 
witbsui  the  desire  or  hope  to  make  them  my  own. 
A  young  lady  can  afford  to  talk  with  an  old  stagar 
like  me  without  either  artifieeor  affectation  {  and  we 
may  maintain  a  speciss  of  fxiendshuK,  the  more  ten- 
ds, perhaps,  because  we  are  of  different  sexes,  yet 
with  whidi  that  distinction  has  very  little  to  do. 

Now,  I  hear  my  wisest  and  moot  cxitieal  neiffbhour 
rsnark,  "  Mr.  Chtrftangry  is  in  the  way  of  doin^  a 
foolish  thing.    He  is  well  to  pass-Old  Fairsenbe 
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knows  to  a  penny  what  he  is  worth, 

with  all  her  airs,  may  like  the  old  brass,  tlttt  fcajisAs 

new  pan.    I  thought  Mr.  Cioftaagry  ^ 

vsnr  cadgy  when  he  caow  in  to  piay  a 

us  fast  night.    Poor  sen  ileman,  I  am  aare  I 

sorry  to  see  him  make  a  fool  of  himself." 

Spare  your  compassion,  dear  madam,  there  ie 
the  least  danger.  The  beaux  ftMX  dt  ma  < 
not  brilliant  enough  to  make  anwnda  fiw  tbe 
cJes  which  most  supply  the  dimiieae  of  my  own.  I 
am  a  littledeaf  too,  as  you  know  to  your  aonow  whss 
we  are  partnen ;  andif  I  could  0eta  DymplitomanT 
me  with  all  these  imperfections,  who  the  oenoe  weald 
marry  Janet  M'Evoy  ?  and  fiora  Janet  M'Evof 
Chrystsl  Croftangry  will  not  part. 

Miss  Katie  Fairscribe  gave  me  the  tale  of 
Gray  with  much  taste  ana  simplicity,  not 
to  suppress  the  feelings,  whether  id  untel  or 
ment,  which  justly  and  nsturallv  arose  from  ifae  ex- 
cumstances  of  the  tale.  Her  father  afterwanis 
firmed  tbe  principal  outlines  of  the  aUny,  and 
nished  me  with  some  sdditional  circuaiatanrea, 
Miss  Katie  had  suppressed  or  forgotten, 
have  learned  on  this  occasion,  what  old  Lintot 
when  he  told  Pope,  that  he  used  to  i 
critics  of  importance^  when  he  had  a 
press,  by  now  and  then  iettjiig  them  aee  a  sbettd 
the  blotted  pro<^  or  a  few  leeves  of  the  orifpnal 
uscript.  Our  mystery  of  anthorship  hath 
about  it  so  fascinating,  that  if  yoo  admit  any  ens 
however  little  he  may  previously  have  beeo  ^itoomd 
to  such  studici^  into  your  confidence,  you  will  fM 
thst  he  oonsidere  himself  as  a  party  loierested^  acd. 
K  success  follows,  will  think  himself  eattitled  le  m 
inconsiderable  share  of  the  praise. 

The  reader  has  seen  that  no  one  oould  have  baa 
neturaOy  leas  interested  than  waa  • 
friend  Fairscribe  in  my  lucabratioos.  wWu  I 
consulted  him  on  the  snbjeot ;  bat  sisee  he  has 
tributed  a  subject  to  the  work,  he  haa 
zealoes  coadjutor ;  and  hatf-ashamed,  1 
half-proud  of  the  literary  stodt-oompany,  in 
he  has  got  a  share,  ho  never  meets  lae  without  jag- 
some  mystenoaa ' 
idre 


in 


i>» 


ging  my  elbow^  and  dropping  some 
as,  '*  I  am  saying— when  wm  you 
of  you  ?"— or,  "  Yon's  not  a  bad 
yon  ?" 


irraxiTe--l  tta 


Pray  Heaven  the  reader  may  be  of  lua  apiMotm. 


CHAPTER  I. 

VlMii  AinliBir  naliov  cMmA  ftft  aid. 

And  hOT«riiif  Deoth  pn^mnA  Um  blo«», 
Hii  viforouj  remedy  dtuiMjed 

The  ]V)wer  of  Art  witoovt  the  ttiow  ; 
In  Miner j'*  darkcirt oavcnw  known, 

Hit  ue«Ail  care  wu  over  nirh. 
Where  kiopeleM  ancvuh  poured  hi 

And  lonely  TTent  letwrd  to  die  ; 
No  sinnnioni  mocked  by  cold  dehp'. 

No  petty  faini  dieciaimMl  l>y  pride 
The  iiM>de«t  wanla  of  m-ery  day 

The  toil  of  every  day  i 

Taa  exquisitely  beautiful  portrait  which  tbe 

blor  has  painted  of  hia  Iriend  Levett,  wdl  1 

Gideon  Gray,  and  many  other  village  doctaca,  ham 
whom  Scotland  reaps  more  benefit,  aod  lo  whaa 
she  is  perhaps  more  ungrateful,  than  lo  any  odM* 
class  of  men,  excepting  her  schoohnastcni 

Such  s  rural  man  of  medicine  ie  mualiy  the  m- 
habitant  of  some  petty  borough  or  viUage, 

forms  the  central  point  of  his  praetioe.    Bot, 

attending  to  such  cases  as  the  yillane  may  afiord.  hr 
is  day  aiid  niaht  at  the  serrioe  of  every  ame  whs 
may  command  hie  aesistanos  within  a  ciraeof  feny 
miles  in  diameter,  untraveiaed  by 
directions,  and  including  moors* 
andlakee.  For  late  anddangenHis^ 
an  inaoeessible  oountiy  for  services  of  the 
sential  kind,  rendered  at  the  expense,  or  liak  «t 
of  his  own  health  and  Ufe,  theSoottiflh  viUage 
receives  at  best  a  very  onodante  rrconipeeac. 
one  which  is  totally  inadequate,  and  very 
none  whatsoever.  He  has  none  of  tbe 
sources  proper  to  the  brothera  of  the 
English  town.  The  bumeseca  of  a  Soottab 
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une  noAaedt  bjr  tb&r  limited  meaM  of  luxmy,  inac- 
flsible  to  «ont,  surfisits,  and  all  the  conuortable 
brotac  diseases,  which  are  attendant  on  wealth  and 
ndolenoe.  Four  years,  or  so,  of  abstemiousneas, 
Qftble  them  to  stand  an  election  dinner ;  and  there 
}  no  hope  of  broken  heads  amon^  a  score  or  two  of 
uiet  electors,  who  settle  the  bunness  over  a  table. 
[Iiere  the  mothers  of  the  state  never  make  a  point 
f  pooring,  in  the  course  of  every  revolving  vear,  a 
ertain  qoantity  of  doctor's  stuff  through  the  boweb 
f  their  oeloved  children.  Every  old  woman  from 
he  Townhead  to  the  Townfit,  can  prescribe  a  dose 
{ lalta,  or  spread  a  plaster;  and  it  is  only  when  a 
over  or  a  palsy  renders  matters  serious,  that  the 
SHstance  of  the  doctor  is  invoked  by  his  neighboars 
a  the  borough. 

But  still  the  man  of  science  cannot  complain  of 
sactivity  or  want  of  practice.  If  he  does  not  find 
atients  at  his  door,  he  seeks  them  through  a  wide 
ircle.  Like  the  ghostly  lover  of  Binrger's  Leonora, 
le  mounts  at  midnight,  and  traverses  in  darkness 
•the  which,  to  those  less  accustomed  to  them, 
eem  fomudable  in  daylight,  through  straits  where 
he  sbgfateet  aberration  would  plunge  him  into  a 
Dorass,  or  throw  him  over  a  precipice,  on  to  cabins 
rhich  his  horse  might  ride  over  without  knowinar 
key  lay  in  his  way.  unless  he  happened  to  Ml 
hrough  the  roofs.  When  he  arrives  at  such  a  stately 
ermination  of  his  journey,  where  his  services  are 
squired,  either  to  bring  a  wretch  into  the  world,  or 
nrevent  one  from  leaving  it,  the  scene  of  misery  is 
»flen  such,  that  far  from  touching  tl^  hard-saved 
ihillings  which  are  gratefUlv  ofierad  to  him,  he  be* 
tows  nis  medicines  as  well  as  his  attendance— for 
iharity.  I  have  heard  the  celebrated  traveller  Monspo 
^ark,  who  had  experienced  both  courses  of  life, 
■ther  g^ve  the  preference  to  travelling  as  a  dis- 
overor  in  Africa,  than  to  wandering  by  nig^ht  and 
tiy  the  wilds  of  his  native  land  in  the  capacity  of  a 
oontry  medical  practitioner.  He  mentioned  having 
»noe  upon  a  time  rode  forty  miles,  sat  up  all  night, 
ind  successfully  assisted  a  woman  under  influence 
if  the  primidve  curse,  for  which  his  sole  remunera- 
iqn  was  a  roasted  potato  and  a  draught  of  butter- 
nilk.  But  his,  was  not  the  heart  which  grudged  the 
tboor  that  relieved  human  misery.  In  short,  there 
I  no  creature  in  Scotland  that  works  harder  and  is 
nore  poorly  requited  than  the  country  doctor,  unless 
erhaps  it  may  be  his  horse.  Yet  the  horse  ia  and 
iideed  muat  be,  hardy,  active,  and  indefatigable,  in 
pite  of  a  Towgn  coat  and  indinerent  condition ;  and 
0  you  will  often  find  in  his  master,  under  an  unpro- 
oiang  and  blunt  exterior,  professional  skill  and 
nthusiasm,  intelligence,  humanity,  courage  and 
dence. 

Mr.  Gideon  Gray,  surgeon  in  the  village  of  Mkl- 
llemas,  situated  in:  one  of  the  midland  counties  of 
lootland.  led  the  -rough,  active,  and  ill-rewaided 
ourse  or  life  whith  we  have  endeavoured  to  de- 
cribe.  He  was  a  man  between  forty  and  fifty,  de- 
oted  to  his  profession,  and  of  such  reputation  m  the 
oedical  wDrid,  that  he  had  been  more  than  once,  as 
■pportunities  occutred,  adviwd  to  exchange  Middle- 
nas  and  its  meager  circle  of  practice,  for  some  of 
helaiger  towns  in- Scotland,  or  for  Edinburgh  itself, 
rhis  advice  he  had  always  declined.  He  was  a  plain 
•Innt  man,  who  did  not  love  restramt.  and  was  un- 
rilling  to  subject  himself  to  that  which  was  exacted 
a  pohte  society.  He  had  not  himself  found  out,  nor 
isd  any  fWena  hinted  to  him,  that  a  slight  touch  of 
he  cyme,  in  manner  and  habits,  gives  the  physician, 
0  the  common  eye,  an  air  of  authority  which  greatly 
ends  to  enlarge  nis  reputation.  Mr.  Gray,  or  as  the 
onntnr  people  called  nim.  Doctor  Gray,  (he  might 
lold  the  title  by  dipk)ma  for  what  I  know,  though 
le  only  claimed  the  rank  of  Master  of  Arts,)  had  few 
fsnts,  and  these  were  amply  supplied  by  a  profes- 
ional  income  which  generally  approached  two  bun- 
^  pounds  B-year,  for  which,  upon  an  average,  he 
[avelied  about  five  thousand  miles  on  horseback  in 
w  course  of  the  twelve  months.    Nay,  so  liberally 

iiJi  ''B^eiiue  support  himself  and  his  ponies, 
uled  Pestle  and  Mortar,  which  he  exerdsed  alter- 
Ately,  that  he  took  a  damsel  to  share  it,  Jean  Wat- 


son, namely,  the  eherry*ofaeeked  daughter  of  aa  ho- 
nest fitrmer,  who  being  herself  one  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, who  had  been  brought  up  on  an  inoone  of 
fourscore  pounds  a^year,  never  thoogfat  there  could 
be  poverty  in  more  than  double  the  sum ;  and  looked 
on  Gray,  though  now  termed  by  irreverent  youth  the 
Old  Doctor,  as  a  veiy  advantageous  match.  For 
several  yean  they  haa  no  children,  and  it  seemed  as* 
if  Doctor  Gray,  who  had  so  often  assisted  the  efibrta 
of  the  goddess  Lucina.  was  never  to  invoke  her  in' 
his  own  behalf.  Yet  his  domestic  roof  was,  on  a 
remarkable  occasion,  decreed  to  be  the  soene  where 
the  goddeso's  art  was  required. 

Late  of  an  autumn^  evening  three,  old  women 
mi(^t  be  observed  plying  their  aged  limbs  through 
the  single  street  of  the  viUage  at  Bfiddlemas  towaras 
the  honoured  door,  which,  ronoed  ofTfroni  the  vulgar 
causeway,  was  defended  by  a  broken  paling,  enclos- 
ing two  slips  of  ground,  half  arable,  half  ovemm 
with  an  abortive  attempt  at  shrubbery.  The  door 
itsetf  was  blazoned  with  the  name  of  Gideon  Gray, 
M.  A.  Suroeon,  &c.  dbc.  Some  of  the  idle  young 
fellows,  who  had  been  a  minute  or  two  before  loiter- 
ing at  the  other  end  of  the  street  before  the  door  of 
the  alehouse,  (for  the4Mretended  inn  deserved  no  bet- 
ter name.)  now  accompanied  the  old  dames  with 
shouts  oflaughter,  excited  by  their  unwonted  agility; 
and  with  bets  on  the  winner,  as  loudly  expressed  as 
if  they  bad  been  laid  at  the  startiiw-post  of  Mkldle- 
mas  races.  "  Half-a-mutchkin  on  Luckie  Samson !" 
— "Anld  Peg  Tamson  againat  the  field  !"—'*  Mair 
speed,  Alison  Jaup,  ye'll  tak  the  wind  out  of  them 
yetT'— "Canny  against  the  hill,  lasses,  or  we  may 
nave  a  brasten  auld  carline  amang  ye  I"  Theses  and 
a  thousand  such  gibes,  rent  the  air,  without  being 
noticed,  or  even  heard,  by  the  anxious  racers,  whose 
object  of  contention  seemed  to  be,  which  should 
first  reach  the  Doctor's  door. 

**  Guide  us,  Doctor,  what  can  be  the  matter  now  V* 
said  Mre.  Grey,  whose  character  was  that  of  a  good- 
natured  simpleton :  **  Here's  Peg  Tamson,  Jean  Sun- 
son,  and  Alison  Jaup,  running  a  race  on  the  hie 
street  of  the  burph !" 

The  Doctor,  who  had  but  the  moment  before  hung 
his  wet  great-coat  before  the  fire,  (for  he  was  just 
dismounted  from  a  long  journey,)  hastened  down 
stairs,  auguring  some  new  occasion  for  his  services, 
and  happy,  that,  from  the  character  of  the  messen- 
gers, it  was  likely  to  be  within  burgh,  and  not  land- 
ward. 

He  had  just  reached  the  door  as  Luckie  Simson, 
one  of  the  racers,  arrived  in  the  little  area  before  it. 
She  had  got  the  start,  and  kept  it,  but  at  the  expense, 
for  the  time,  of  her  power  of  utterance ;  for  when  she 
came  in  presence  of  the  Doctor,  she  stood  blowing 
like  a  grampus,  her  loose  toy  flying  back  fifom  her 
face,  making  the  most  violent  efforts  to  0peflk;  but 
without  the  power  of  uttering  a  single  intelligible 
word.    Peg  Thomson  whippea  ui  before  her. 

"  The  l3dy,  sir,  the  ledd?'— 

"Instant  help,  instant  nelp^'—^ereechad,  rather 
than  uttered,  Alison  Jaup;  while  Luckie  aimson, 
who  had  certainly  won  the  race,  found  words  to  claim 
the  prize  which  had  set  them  all  in  motion.  "  And  I 
hope,  sir,  you  will  recommend  me  to  be  the  sick- 
nurse  ;  I  was  here  to  bring  you  the  tkiings  lang  be- 
fore ony  o'  thae  lazy  queans." 

Loud  were  the  counter  protestations  of  the  two 
competitors,  and  loud  the  laugh  of  the  kile  looru  who 
listened  at  a  little  distance. 

"  Hold  your  tongue,  ye  flyting  fools,"  said  the  Doc- 
tor: "ana  you,  ye  idle  rascals,  if  I  come  out  among 
yoir'—  So  saying,  he  smacked  his  Ioiu;-lashed  whv 
with  great  emphasis,  producing  much  the  effect  of  the 
celebrated  Q^oa  ego  of  Neptune,  in  the  firat  iEneid. 
"And  now,'^said  the  Doctor,  "  where,  or  who,  is  this 
ladyr* 

The  question  was  scarce  necessary;  for  a  plain 
carriage,  with  four  horses,  came  at  a  foot's-pace 
toward  the  door  of  the  Doctor's  house,  and  the  old 
women,  now  more  at  their  ease,  gave  the  Doctor  to 
understand  that  the  gentleman  tnou^t  the  accom- 
modadon  of  the  Swan  Inn  totally  unfit  for  his  lady's 
rank  and  condition,  and  had,  by  then:  advice  (eaieh 
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dainung  the  meiit  of  the  eagKestion.)  brooffht  her 
here,  to  experience  the  hoepitauty  of  the  w€»t-room ; 
—a  spare  apartment,  in  which  Doctor  Grayocca- 
sonafly  accommodated  such  patiente,  aa  he  desired 
to  ke^  for  a  space  of  time  under  his  own  eye. 

There  were  two  persons  only  in  the  vehicle.  The 
one,  a  gentleman  in  a  riding  dress,  sprung  out,  and 
having  received  from  the  Doctor  an  assurance  thst 
the  laay  would  receive  tolerable  accommodation  in 
his  house,  he  lent  assistance  to  hia  companion  to 
leave  the  carriage,  and  with  great  apparent  satisfac- 
tion, saw  her  aafelv  deposited  in  a  decent  sleeping 
apartment,  and  under  tne  respectable  chaise  of  the 
Doctor  and  his  lady,  who  assured  him  once  more  of 
every  species  of  attention.  To  bind  their  promise 
more  firmly,  the  stranger  slipped  a  purse  of  twentv 
guineas  (for  this  story  chanced  in  the  golden  age) 
mto  the  hand  of  the  Doctor,  as  an  earnest  of  the 
most  liberal  recompense,  and  requested  he  would 
spare  no  expense  in  providing  all  that  was  necessary 
or  desirable  for  a  person  in  the  lady's  condition,  and 
for  the  helpless  being  to  whom  she  might  imme- 
diately be  expected  to  give  birth.  He  then  said  he 
would  retire  to  the  inn,  where  he  hegffed  a  message 
might  instantly  acquaint  hix%  with  the  expected 
change  in  the  lady's  situation. 

"  She  is  of  rank,"  he  said,  "  and  a  foreigner ;  let 
no  expense  be  spared.  We  designed  to  have  reached 
Edinburgh,  but  were  forced  to  turn  off  the  road  by 
an  accident*'  Once  more  he  said,  "  let  no  expense 
be  spared,  and  manage  that  she  may  travel  as  soon 
as  possible." 

That,"  said  the  Doctor,  "is  past  my  control. 
Nature  must  not  be  hurried,  and  she  avenges  herself 
of  every  attempt  to  do  so." 

"  But  art."  sakl  the  stranger.  "  can  do  much,"  and 
he  proffered  a  second  purse,  which  seemed  as  neavy 
as  the  first. 

"Art,"  said  the  Doctor,  "may  be  recompensed. 
but  cannot  be  purchased.  You  have  already  paid 
me  more  than  enoiu^  to  take  the  utmost  care  I  can 
of  your  lady ;  should  I  accept  more  money,  it  could 
only  be  for  promising,  by  implication  at  least,  what  is 
beyond  my  power  to  perform.  Every  posslole  care 
shall  be  uken  of  your  lady,  and  that  anords  the  best 
chance  <^  her  being  speedily  able  to  travel.— Now,  go 
you  to  the  inn,  sir,  Tor  I  msjr  be  instantly  wanted,  and 
we  have  not  yet  provided  either  an  attendant  for  the 
lady,  or  a  nurse  for  the  child ;  but  both  shall  be  pre- 
senuy  done." 

"  Vet  a  moment.  Doctor— what  languages  do  you 
understand  1" 

"  Ladn  and  French  I  can  speak  indifierently,  and 
so  as  to  be  understood ;  and  I  read  a  little  Italian." 

"But  no  Portuguese  or  Spanish  1"  continued  the 
stranger. 

"  No,  air." 

"That  is  unlucky.  Butyou  may  make  her  under- 
stand you  by  means  of  French.  Take  notice,  you 
are  to  comply  with  her  request  in  every  thing— it  you 
want  means  to  do  so,  you  may  apply  to  me. ' 

"  May  I  aak,  sir,  by  what  name  the  lady  is  to  be"— 

"  It  IB  totally  indinerent,"  said  the  stranger,  inter- 
rupting the  question;  "you  shall  know  it  at  more 
leisure.'^ 

So  saying,  he  threw  his  ample  cloak  about  biro, 
turning  nimself  half  round  to  assist  the  operation, 
with  an  air  which  the  Doctor  would  have  found  it 
difiScult  to  imitate,  and  walked  down  the  street  to  the 
little  inn.  Here  he  paid  and  dismissed  the  postilions, 
and  shut  himself  iq^  in  an  apartment,  oraering  no 
one  to  be  admitted  till  the  Doctor  should  call. 

The  Doctor,  when  he  returned  to  his  patient's 
aputment.  found  his  wife  in  great  surprise,  which, 
as  is  usual  with  persons  of  her  character,  was  not 
unmixed  with  fisar  and  anxiety. 

"  She  cannot  speak  a  word  like  a  Christian  being," 
sakl  Mrs.  Orey. 

"I  know  it,"  said  the  Doctor. 

"  But  she  threeps  to  keep  on  a  black  fause-faoe,  and 
akirls  if  we  offer  to  take  it  away." 

"Well  then,  let  her  wear  it— What  harm  will  it  do  7" 

'  Harm.  Doctor !  Was  ever  honest  woman  brought 
to  bed  with  a  fauee-iace  on." 
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" SeldoDi, perhaps.  But, Jean, mv dear...^.^ w i^ 
are  not  quite  honest  roust  be  broajqit  to  oed  all  ^ 
same  as  those  who  are,  and  we  are  not  to  rnrfanfff 
the  poor  thing's  life  by  contradicting  her  whims  at 
present" 

Approaching  the  sick  woman's  liedL  he  obeoved 
that  she  indeed  wore  a  thin  silk  masa,  at  the  kiad 
which  do  such  uncommon  service  in  the  elder  cmm' 
dy ;  such  as  women  of  rank  adll  wore  in  traveUiai, 
but  certainly  never  in  the  situation  of  this  poor  hn. 
It  would  seem  she  had  austained  imporuuuty  on  the 
subject,  for  when  she  saw  the  Doctor,  ahe  pet  )m 
hand  to  her  face,  as  if  she  was  afraid  he  would  ii 
on  pulling  off  the  vizard.  He  hasieoed  to  say, 
tolerable  French,  that  her  will  eboukl  be  a  law 
them  in  every  respect,  and  that  she  waa  at 
liberty  to  wear  the  mask  till  it  waa  her  plei 
lay  it  askie.  She  underetood  him  ;  for  she  rep&ed,  by 
a  very  imperfect  attempt  in  the  aaine  language,  to 
expreas  her  gratitude  for  the  pennieaoD,  as  abe  aeoaia 
to  regard  it,  of  retaining  her  disguise. 

The  Doctor  proceeded  to  other  arrangemeou ;  aad, 
for  the  satisfaction  of  those  readers  wbo  may  lofc 
minute  information,  we  record,  that  Luckie  Suaaat, 
the  fint  in  the  reoe,  carried  as  a  prize  the  aituatioa  ot 
sick-nurse  beside  the  delicate  patient ;  that  Pes  Tbaa- 
son  was  permitted  the  privilege  of  recomnacxwing  bs 
good-daughter.  Bet  Jamieaon.  to  be  wet-nurse ;  tar 
an  oc,  or  grandchild,  of  Luckie  Jaup  vras  hired  ic 
assist  in  the  increased  drudgery  of  the  famdy ;  tk 
Doctor  thus,  like  a  practised  minister,  di^idiDg 
his  trusty  adherents  such  good  things 
placed  at  his  disposal. 

About  one  in  the  morbiiig  the  Doctor 
appearance  at  the  Swan  Inn,  and  aoquaintod 
stranger  gentleman,  that  he  wished  htm  joy  of  I 
the  father  of  a  healthy  boy.  and  that  the  moths' 
in  the  usual  phrase,  as  well  as  could  be  expected. 

The  stranger  beard  the  news  with  aeemio^  saiirfsc- 
tion,  and  then  exclaimed,  "  He  must  be  ehimicMi 
Doctor !  he  must  be  chrislened  instantly  !*' 

"  Thore  can  be  no  hurry  for  that,"  aaia  the  Dork-. 

"  We  think  otherwise.''  said  the  8tran»er,  c\.-r^ 
his  argument  short    "  I  am  a  Catholic,  Docum,  u^ 
as  I  may  be  obliged  to  leave  this  place  befone  ti^  bet 
is  able  to  travel,  I  desire  to  see  my  child  reoerved  ^ 
the  pale  of  the  church.    There  is,  I  u    ' 
Catholic  priest  in  this  virretched  place? 

"There  is  a  Catholic  gentleman,  sir,  Mr. 
who  is  reported  to  be  in  orders." 

"I  commend  your  caution.    Doctor, 
stranger ;  "  it  is  dangerous  to  be  too  pontrva 
subject    I  will  bring  that  same  Mr. 
your  bouse  to-morrow." 

Gray  hesitated  for  a  moment     "  I  am 
rian  Protestant  sir,"  he  said,  "  a  friend  to  the 

tution  as  established  in  church  and  stat^  aa  I 

good  right,  having  drawn  his  Majesty's  pay^  Gstf 
bless  htm,  for  four  years,  as  surgeon's  mate  m  :W 
Cameronian  regiment  as  my  rcsunental  Bibfe  aa: 
commission  can  testify.  But  although  I  be  bosae 
especially  to  abhor  all  tiaffidking  or  trmketiag  v^ 
Papists,  yet  I  will  not  stand  in  the  war  of  a  t€aar 
consdeoce.  Sir,  you  may  call  with  lu-.  Goodrnk. 
when  you  please,  at  my  house;  and  undoubted- 
you  bemg,  as  I  suppose,  the  lather  of  the  cfaU,  jm 
will  arrange  mattera  as  you  please  ;  only,  I  do  Sk 
desire  to  be  thought  an,  abettor  or  countenaaccr  ;. 
any  part  of  the  Popish  ritual." 

*^  Enough,  sir,"  said  the  stranger  hanghtfly,  **  «* 
underetand  each  other." 

The  next  day  he  appeared  at  the  Doctor's  hoaa 
with  Mr.  Goodriche,  and  two  persons  understood  ^ 
belong  to  that  reverend  gentleman's  comnuuK«> 
The  partv  were  shut  up  in  an  apartment  with  tfaa» 
fant,  audit  may  be  presumed  that  the  solefflnittii 
baptism  was  administered  to  the  unooni 
thus  strangely  launched  upon  the  world, 
priest  and  witnesses  had  retired,  the  strt^ 

man  informed  Mr.  Grey,  that,  as  the  lady 

pronounced  unfit  for  travelling  for  wveral  dna  k 
was  himself  about  to  leave  the  nesghbourhMoLbc: 
would  return  thither  in  the  space  or  ten  dayOb 
he  hoped  to  find  his  companion  able  to  leava  it 
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"  Bui  it  miut  hii-ve  ■ 
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re  <Te  la  riU  ifae  child  eni  i  thaw  of  olhen ;  cuTciang.  it  wii  etidtnl,  all  ihat 
deluaive  apecia  of  menu!  luiihnienc  by  which  mor- 
Richard."  ta\t  Bltempt  to  accelenle  (he  paaaage  of  lima  while 

!  Bumamc— BO  mud  iho  lady    Ihey  calcul»le  hU  nrogreas.    Ai  olher  liinea  afae  w«M 
ny  houae,  yei  bs  withoui  a    anew  over  har  chilli  which  wai  by  all  judm*  (ira- 
noUDCed  aa  goodly  ao  infant  aa  needed  to  t»  laaa  | 
ia  of  your  Iowa  herfr—l^lid-    aad  Gray  ai^atiniea  obaerred  that  al 


^Te*  BT." 

"Wall,  Hra.  Hiddlemaa  is  the  name  of  the  m 
MI,  and  Ricbud  Middlemaa  of  the  child— and 
HI  BCalthawMiddlemnB,  at  your  acrvwe.  This."  I 
mlinuad,  "  will  provide  Mrs.  Middlemoa  in  eve 

-ling  ihe  may  wish 

«f  ■ccidaDtB. 


lodianfie  thai 

No.'Mr'GrTy,''? 

yoa  that  you  will  find  Hra.  Middlelon— Hid- 

.     _i...    J:.i    ,    „ii    k-     ..    : 1,   of    ,||p 


WiLh   that    lie  placed    100/. 

- '  -       Lher  icmplcd  receivinj 

he  lady  waa  quahfied  1 

:  world,  I  nasure  you,  Dociur, 

T.G'  ""-'---'-'—'■ — '- 

u  aba  ahould 
■latyoi 

..-.t  did 

a&in  of  this  worid  oa  any 

yoor  practice :  So  jou  will  piasse  to  lie  net  ircasur 
•nd  aijiminiairatot  lor  the  time,  oa  for  a  palieni  Ihai 
iOMpable  to  look  nftrr  her  own  affaira.' 

Tbii  waa  apoke.  na  ii  atruck  Dr.  Gray,  in  rather 
baoghty  and  aupcrcilioua  manner.    The  words  ml 

3,  which  might  begati 
BlranRBr'a  conduct ;  hi 
'  I  am  not  a  person  lo  I 
illaay  niuatba  receivi 
soever  you  may  belip 
ireni^ihaned  Gray  ill  h 
r  hini  a  caae  eilhar  of  a 

id  the  whole  bearing,  boi 


end  from  all  the  res 
the  mannar  aeemed 
qOMliaaed  by  any  oi 
without  comment,  h 
or  undentand  it." 
ninian.  thai  ha  had 

the  very  higheel  ran 
of  the  lady  and  the  i 

bulhf 


>i  fail  u 


who  had  li: 

luiriogaleei 

la  tbHefore  Bomewhi 
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Mr.  Md- 

dy,  bade  him  rnrewell.  It  ia  Inie,  be  as- 
)f  his  leliioi  within  ten  daya,  being  lh< 
•>  irf^,,  wd.ch  Grac  could  he  prevailed 
piospect  of  the  lady  hiring 


DtOTed  with  aafeif . 

'I  ITualin  Heaven  Ihsl  he  will  reuim,"  said  Gray 
10  faimadfl  "  but  there  is  loo  much  myaleiy  aboui  all 
thiK  for  the  mailer  being  a  plain  and  well-nieaning 

■■  many  a  poor  girl  has  been  used  before,  I  hope  Ihni 
nr  house  will  nol  be  the  acene  in  which  he  chooaea 
ladewtther.    Theleavine  Ihe  money  has  somewhat 

in  the  act  of  mabne  eoine  eompromiac  wiih  hia  con- 
•eknce.  Weli-I  must  hope  the  beat.  Mean  time 
mypalhplaintyiatodo  what!  canforthepootiady'a 

Mr.  Gray  vinied  hia  patient  ahortly  after  Mr.  Mid- 
dlanaa'a  iiMiuiure— aa  eoon,  indeed,  nt  be  could  be 
fijund  her  in  vioienl  apiaiion.   Gray'B 
Bted  the  beat  mode  of  relief  and  Iran- 
He  caueed  her  infant  10  be  btouchl  to  her. 

harasitadon  aubnded  under  the  mfluence  of  parental 
MUnga,  which,  from  her  appearance  of  extreme 
fODth,  ahemual  have  experienced  for  the  Gtal  lime. 

liieobeenanlphyairian  could,  after  (hia paroiyani, 
pnark  thai  faia  paileni'a  mind  waB  chiaRy  occupied 
■QMiputinfi  thepaisaneof  theiinib  and  amici^iaimg 
■•  pviod  when  Ihe  telurn  of  her  huahand— il'  hu^ 
MM  M  wu— miaht  be  cipccled.  She  conBuk.'<J 
■bsanackaiiBqutred  conceininii  dislsnees,  though  ph 
nsbonaly  as  to  make  ii  evident  ahe  deaircd  id  f:i\  • 
DO  indieatian  of  the  direction  of  her  compsnior's, 
Mnmay,  and  i^>ea(edly  companrf    her  watch  iviib , 
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tccenis  of  which  wm 
alranse  to  him,  and  which,  in  particular,  he  knew  not 
Is  be  PoriUKuew. 

Mr.  Ooodriche,  the  Catholic  prieat,  demanded 
acceaa  lo  her  upon  one  oceaaion.  She  at  Grelda 
e!ined  hia  viail,  but  anerwarda  received  il,  under  ihe 
idea,  perhapa,  that  ha  might  have  nowa  from  Mr. 
MiddIemeB,a>becalle>ibimeelf.  Theinterriew wan 
a  tery  ahorl  one,  and  (ba  prieat  left  the  lady's  apart 
mem  in  diepleaauie,  which  hie  prudence  could  acarc* 
disguise  from  Mr.  Gray.  He  never  lelumed,  ilthoush 
the  lady'a  condition  would  have  made  his  iltsntionB 
and  consoUiiona  neceaaary,  had  aha  been  a  member 
of  (he  Calholic  Church. 

Our  Doctor  began  al  length  to  auapecc  hia  bn 
gueat  waa  a  Jeweea,  who  had;  yielded  up  her  penoD 
and  sfTeciions  to  one  of  a  diSerent  religion ;  and  the 
peculiar  alyle  of  het  beautiful  countenance  went  to 
enforce  tma  opinion.  The  circumstance  made  no 
diflerence  lo  Oray,  who  saw  only  her  diatreas  and 
desolation,  and  eiideBvaured  lo  remedy  both  to  Ihs 
utmost  of  his  power.  He  was,  howsrer,  desirous  to 
conceal  il  from  hia  wife,  and  the  olhsra  around  the 
Bick  pciTon,  whose  pradence  and  liberality  of  ibink- 
laore  justly  doubted.    He  therefore  so 


laiaed  within  which  the  atrangei'a  re- 
lorough  waa  so  aniioualy  oipectod  by 
impankin.  The  disappointment  occs- 
non-airival  was  manifested  in  the  con- 


jnd  aflNvarda  with  doubt  and 
or  three  days  had  passed  without 
-'-—'■=-'  "— SiSaeLTb 


aioned  by  his 
Taleaceni  by  i 
wilb  peeviahi 

fear.    When ,~ , 

mesaage  or  letter  of  any  kind,  Oray  himael/  became 
anxiooa,  both  on  hia  own  accounl  and  (he poor  lady's. 
Ies(  the  stran,Kei  should  haTeactusllyenlertaiued  (be 
ideaof  deserooalhis  defencdess  and  probably  ii^ured 
woman.  Ha  longed  lo  hare  soma  communication 
with  her,  which  misbi  enable  him  lo  judge  what  in- 
_..;_;_ n  I J^    —  ._L-.  _i__  ^ —  most  fitting 


le^^hl 


m'a  knowledge  of  the  French  language,  and 
pa  so  unwilline  aha  herself  lo  throw  any  light 
...  -er  situation,  that  every  attempt  of  this  kuid 
proved  abortive.  When  Gray  asked  queslions  eon- 
earning  any  aiibject  which  appeared  lo  approach  lo 
eiplanstion,  be  observed  ahe  usually  snawered  him 
by  shaking  her  head,  in  token  of  not  undentandjiia 
what  he  said;  at  olher  Lmaa  by  silence  and  with 
(ears,  and  somelimes  retening  him  lo  Mnuieur, 

Par  Maniieur'i  amval,  then.  Grey  began  to  be- 
come very  impelieni,  aa  itial  which  alone  could  put 
an  end  to  a  diasgrceable  species  of  myaiery,  which 
the  good  company  of  the  borough  began  now  to  make 


^Sf! 


the  Bubwct  of  whose  morola  ihe  most  serious 
__jbls  mighl  be  entertained;  others  envying  Ihe 
"bonny  band"  the  doctor  was  like  lo  make  of  it,  by 
having  disposal  of  the  wealthy  sirnngar'B  traveUing 
funds  I  a  circumstance  which  cnuld  nol  be  welt  con- 
cealed from  the  pubUc,  when  the  honest  man's  si- 
penditure  for  triAing  arlides  of  luxury  came  br  (o 
exceed  its  ordinary  bounds. 
The  conacioua  prabity  of  the  honeel  Doctor  ena- 
led  him  to  despise  ihia  sort  of  litlle-lattle,  though 
le  secret  knowledge  of  its  aiialence  could  Bol  db 
agreeable  to  him.    He  went  his  ususi  rounds  with 


ie  should  throw  ligfal  Of 


subject  and  Umoit 


Gunnnt^mirni,  at; 
beranndeTnl  ■■ 


T 1  LES  OF  MV 

..    _.  . rhc  fuurili  wt*k  afTcrher 

t.and  iho  recovery  nf  [he  sliBngfT  miah' 
be  CDnndernl  as  peiSect,  whin  G»y,  returninR  frani 
on«  of  hii  Icn-niilc  vinti,  bbw  a  poiiI-chat»  and  four 
horMH  *t  the  door.  "This  mm  ban  returned,"  he 
mid,  "  and  mv  ■iitpicjons  have  done  him  leee  ibon 
juaricv."  With  Ihal  he  apurml  his  horw,  n  signol 
which  ilio  trusly  Pteod  obeyed  rhe  mitre  reeaily,  n?  in 
ptocreps  was  in  ihii  dirccuon  of  (be  aublc  door.  Bui 
when,  dismoiindng,  rhe  Doclor  hurrieit  into  hja  own 
beam;,  it  (ecmed  lu  biin,  ibai  the  dtpurture  us  well  as 
the  arrival  of  Ihia  dis(rc9»i!  lady  wus  dcBiined  lo 


.._, ,   jinsclves  forwnrd  nlnioa' 

ihlo  ihe  r^^'^W^  ■»  liHlen  la  a  cunfused  altctCBiior 
whif^b  was  heard  Ihiin  within. 

The  Doelni  hastened  forward,  the  Ibreniust  or  ihi 
mtrndert  retreating  in  conliiNDii  on  hie  apptoacb 


fiuod  i  fi>r  Sin.  Grajr,  ^wd-bumoareil  and  liactablc 
III  icnenil,  roiild  •omnimes  peifonn  ilie  high  part  i" 
a  malrirrMmial  duet.  Having  much  moreconMenc 
in  hiK  vik'a  (lood  inlentiona  Ihnii  her  prudenrc.  he 
bmi  no  lime  in  poihini;  into  the  parioiir,  lo  lakv  ibe 
maltiTintnhiaown  batida.  Here  be  Tound  hishclp- 
maiv  at  the  head  ot  ihe  whole  miliiia  or  Ihc  niik 
lady'a  ainrtnient,  that  i^  wei  miric.aeil  aick 
and  ^rloT  all  wnih,  engaiii'd  iii  vKileiit  dispul.  ..-  .. 
two  Blranitna.  The  onr  waa  a  dark.fearurcd  elderly 
man,  wiih  an  eye  of  nntrh  •harpima  and  HDvchiy  at 
FxjMvsai'in,  which  now  seemed  jjartly  oueni'facd  ov  a 
mixiun of  Krief  and  mortiRcaUou.  Tneoihri,  who 
appeirnl  actively  inntaininD  ibo  diapule  with  Mra. 
nray,  waK  a  slmil,  boM-kioKlnB.  henj-feced  ]icraon, 
■mien  with  pjalola,  of  which  he  made  rather  an  un- 
neroMiaty  dim  ostenlatkiua  dinilay. 

"Here  in  my  husband,  sir,"  said  Mrs.  Gray  in  n 
lone  ot  tiiumphi  (ur  ahc  had  the  grace  to  lielieve  the 
Dnetnr  one  Of  iho  greatcet  men  livmg,— "Here  is  llie 
Dnctoi^let  ua  nx  what  you  will  nay  i 

"Why  Jual  what  1  eatd  before,  ma'i 
(he  man.  which  in,  iliai  my  warrant  r 
It  in  regnlar,  ma'am,  nwilar." 

So  saying,  he  etruck  the  forefincer  of  hia  rinht 
hand  ncninst  n  paper  Which  ho  held  lowarda  Mrs. 
Gray  wUh  hig  leO. 


1.1  jhe  proper 


id  I  wiah  f 


"  My  bunaesa  ii  aoon  lold,"  aaid  the  man.  "I  am 
*  kin^B  mcaaenran-i  nttd  thin  lady  hai  Ircalcd  me.  ai 
if  I  was  a  haron-hailic'n  officer. 

'"nint  ia  not  rlii^<]iiention,  fii,"  rr^lied  the  Doclor, 

rant,  and  what  do  you  nropoiw  lo  do  here  r'  At  tht 
aame  lime  he  wliiapcivd  Ihc  little  wench  to  call  Mr. 
I.awfard.  tho  lown-clerk.  lo  come  thither  aa  faal  as 
hei'oirabiy  conld.  The  jtooddautchlcrDrPegThuiii- 
(on  atarteJ  offwich  en  activity  worthy  of  her  moiher- 

"Th'ere  ia  my  warrant."  Bsid  tho  official,  "  and  you 
may  aaiiaft  youraelf." 

"Tbp  ahamelesa  loon  dare  nor  lell  the  Doctor  hia 
errand,"  laid  Mri.  Gray  emJlinRly. 

"  A  bonny  errand  it  la,"  said  old  Lucky  Simpaon, 
"  to  enrr)' away  a  lying-in  woman,  aaaglcd*  would  do 
■  doeking-hcn." 

"A  woman  no  B  month  delivered"— echoed  ibt 
nurae  Jnioieson. 

"Twenty-fonrdnv^  ticht  hours  andaevcnminiilet 
to  a  serond,"  aaid  Sfn<.  Gray. 

The  Doctor  havmR  Inokolovcr  the  warrant,  whici: 
wan  regular,  b^^an  to  be  afraid  thai  the  femBlis  ai 
hia  family,  in  their  ual  for  defending  the  character 
of  iheir,  acx,  miahl  be  stirred  up  into  Bome  audden  R- 
of  mutiny,  Bnd  therefbre  commanded  ihem  to  bt 


rtVi  and  this  is  not  a  house  in  which  uaitoraa 
ured.    I  Itnow  nothing  of  sny  of  ibiac  ii 
[•ersana,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  even  their  aema." 

"  But  (he  ladv  whom  1-nii  hnvp  irra-ived  into  in 
Eaniily,"  said 


on  yuu.    1l  IB  neither  my  hobil  to  deny  my  ova  ■^ 
lionB,  iior  to  opuoae  the  laws  of  the  land.    Tboc  j 

is  roof  the  moihtr  it 


a  heallhychiid.    If  al 

iurreiiiier  her  to  the  lawi  of  the  country." 
Here  (he  Escuiapian  militia  were  once  nmc  ia 

"  Surrender,  Doctor  Gray!  It's  a  ahameiabnt 
you  Bpeak,  and  rou  thai  lives  by  women  and  wnu 
■bunc  your  other  means  1"  ao  eiclaiiued  hia  fair  bti. 

nurBc;  "tlieie'a  no  a  wife  in  the 

"I  aye  thought  Ihc  Doctor  was  a  niBD  till  ihii  too 
incnt,  BaidLuchieShnwii;  "hut  I  believe  him ««• 
lobeau  auld  wifi>.  tilth!  bauIJer  than  mvaell;  and! 
diiitiH  wonUfT  now  llial  poor  Hra.  Grnj^ 

"  Hold  vnui  peace,  you  (i>uli*b  wumcn,  aaaf  tlir 
D-ictiir.  Do  you  think  this  buaincBS  a  not  Uo 
enouKh  alrendv,  ihal  yuu  arc  making  ii  worw  wtifa 
yunr  Bciiselc^s  claver  !•— Gentlemen,  this  is  a  T«y 
BSd  rase.  Hure  is  a  wamnl  fur  a  high  crime  ogaut' 
a  poor  creature,  who  is  little  fit  to  be  moved  fTOmeflr 
houM  10  another,  much  more  drapged  to  a  piisoa.  I 
tell  you  plainly,  that  I  think  the  execution  of  thii 
arrest  may  cause  her  death.  It  ia  vour  buainen  k, 
if  you  be  really  her  father,  li)  coiifidct  what  you  tin 
do  to  aoDai  ibia  maiter,  taihcr  than  drive  ii  on. ' 

"Belief  death  than  diabonour,"  rtvlied  thesieiR- 
looking  old  man,  with  a  vnice  as  harsh  aa  hia  arpnt ; 
'and  yuu,  mesBeriKer,"  he  continued,  "look  whu 
yuu  do.  and  execute  ilic  watranl  at  your  peril." 

"Vou  hear."  said  the  mail,  appealing  lo  the  Dw- 
tor  himwlt  "I  must  bave  immediate  access  to ihr 

'in  a  lucky  time,"  aaid  Mr.  Gray,  "liere  comes  tb( 
town  derk.-Vou  are  very  welcome.  Hr.  Lawbrd. 
Your  opinion  here  is  much  wanted  as  a  man  of  liw, 
as  well  as  of  Brase  and  humanity.  I  waa  nenr 
more  clad  to  sec  yon  in  all  my  life." 

He  then  rapidly  atated  thecasv;  and  the  roeum- 
ger,  underalandinR  the  new-comer  lo  be  a  msaof 
Borne  authority,  again  exhibited  his  warrant. 

"Thisiaa  very  sufficieni  and  valid  wamnl,  Dr 
Gray,"  replied  iho  min  of  taw,  "NevertbeleS!,C 
you  are  dispOBcd  to  make  oath,  that  inatsnl  remarji 
would  be  unfavourable  to  the  lady's  health,  uinucf- 
tionably  aho  mui-t  remain  here,  suitably  fcuardnl," 

"It  IB  not  so  iiiuch  the  mete  act  of  locomoliiia 
which  1  am  afraid  of,"  said  the  surgeoti  i  "  but  1  la 
free  to  depone,  on  soul  aiid  conscience,  that  llu 
shame  and  fear  of  her  father's  anger,  and  the  md» 
of  tho  aiTiout  of  such  an  anest.  with  terror  for  io 
coDsequenccB,  may  occanon  vinjpnt  and  dinnmB 
illMaj— even  dea in  itself." 
father  must  ae      ' 

.,  ..   wequarrelled." 

er  of  juBiice  niuai  eiecuie  hia  wananl  thouffa  it 

Quid  m;;hlen  I  he  criminal  to  death;  ihewevilssR 


"Al  leaai,  Hr.  Lawfonl,'!  oiighT  to  be  nnaa 
lai  (he  person  in  my  house  ia  tha  patty  they  sMRI 

^vitrnmi,"  nplied  (ha  an 

_ termed  MoDfada.  ,  , 

The  measexger,  whom  ibe  iiiidi  tin  of  Lawin 
I  had  made  Bomethins  mote  Madl  bqju  to  bMBtae 
impudeoionce  morr.    He  hapad,boMad,b]rBuU) 


of  hi*  femftle  prisoner, 
eeuuy  10  apprehend 
■pore  deliiTB  were  Ihro' 

who  were  icceMiry  lo 
cnnwquencea. 

"And  I,"  said  Mr.  Ony,  "  though  I  were  lo  be 
farouKhl  )a  ihe  Rillowsfor  il,prole>t,  ihal  ihiacouTN 
may  be  Ihe  murder  of  m;  patienl. — Can  ball  nol  be 
laken,  Mr.  Lawfoid  J" 

■on."  said  the  official 


THE  SOBOEON'S  DAUGHTEB. 


la  acquire  Ihe  inforinatioa  ne- 
Ihe  more  guiliy  person.  If 
uTi  in  his  way,  thai  inrorm*- 
late,  and  he  would  make  all 
au(;h  delay  reaponBible  Ibr  the 


Zilia  di!  Mon;ada  heard  the  question,  [Mrhich,  being 
ddressed  lii  ibe  father,  Qray  had  ineonsideniteiy 
llerpd  in  French,)  and  it  seemed  as  if  it  recalled  to 
lei  rbculltciion  [he  eiiaience  of  the  hetpleaa  creature 
0  which  shahad  given birih.fotgoiien  for  amomanl 
moiLgst  ihe  accumulated  harrorauf  her  faiher'apw- 
-ence.  She  uttered  a  ahriek,  eipreaiinB  poiffnaoi 
giieC  >nd  turned  hereyea  on  ber  father  with  the  most 


conlidpntia]  lone, 
-    ■    apers- 
E  Geoi 


^ d  then 

'_^oraej^Mr^aray, 

-^  ..., ..».  you  bring  yourself  hi,u  huulpif,  —u^u 
erery  body  in  Middlcmas  wo^ild  be  sorry  for.  The 
fcrty-five  has  not  been  so  far  gone  by,  but  we  can 

'-erenouRbof  warrantB  of  high  treaaon— ay, 

--'   -a  BBch  charges. 


I  Hacdonald, 
knows  what  ne  la 
jaunfi  lady'a  safety 


Sf  '^0  doubrrhjV„„ 
doing,  and  has  asauranci 
— So  you  must  jusl  jou 

p>u  ahall  see  ....  ,__.. 

distress  which  Tie  wb«  about  10  Inflict,  he  led  the 
way  up  the  small  staircase,  and  opening;  the  door, 
said  to  Moufrada  who  hEid  fallowed  him,  "Thia  ia 
»our  dauahier's  onli  nlace  of  refuge,  in  which  I  am, 
e  her  protector.    Enter,  air,  if 


your  conscience  will  pt 


S  he  would   wiiiinjly  ba»e  Ihrown  (be 

rsbled  basilisk.    Then  stepping  proudly 

n.  He  was  fallowed 


n  ihG  d 


&wsrd,  he  stalked 
by  Lawfonl  and  Oi 
senger  remained  i.. 

young    woman    had    „... , 

gueaaed  the  cause  too  truly.  It  is  poasible  she  might 
even  haie  teen  lbs  strangera  on  iHeIr  descent  from 
the  carriage.  When  they  entered  ihe  room,  she  was 
on  hsr  knees,  beside  en  easy  cbair,  her  face  in  a  silk 
wrapper  that  waa  hung  over  ii.  The  man  called 
Hon^ada  uttered  a  single  word  \  hy  the  accent  it 
might  have  been  so melh ins  equivalent  to  vircldii 
but  none  knew  iis  import.  The  female  gave  a  con- 
vulsivfl  ahudder,  such  as  that  by  which  a  half-dying 
soldier  is  afleclad  on  receiving  1  second  wound.  But 
without  mindinc  her  emotion,  Monysda  spjied  her 
by  (be  am,  «nd  with  Imlo  gemlenMs  raised  her  lo 
her  feel,  on  which  she  seemed  to  stand  only  because 
ahe  was  supported  by  his  slronr  grasp.  He  then 
pulled  from  ber  face  the  mask  which  shehadhiihcrio 
worn.  The  poor  creature  siill  endeavoured  to  shroud 
bar  face,  by  covering  it  with  her  left  hand,  as  the 
manner  in  which  she  woe  held  pretentrd  her  fVor 
using  tha  aid  of  ihe  iu;hi.  With  little  eflbrtherfi 
(her  secured  that  hanrl  also,  which,  indeed,  was  of 
ilaelf  far  too  lillle  to  serve  the  purpose  of  conceal' 
tnenl,  and  showed  her  besuliful  face  burning  with 
blushes  and  covered  with  leors. 

■■  Vou,  Alcalde,  and  you.  Surgeon,     he  said 
Ltwford  and  Gray,  with  a  foreign  aclion  and  acce:.., 
"  this  woman  is  my  daughlcr.  the  same  Zilia  Monpada 
who  ia  aigaal'd  in  that  proclocol.    Moke  way.  — ' 

"  Are  you  thai  peraon's  dau^terr'  said  Lawfoid 

"  She  anderatanda  no  English."  said  Gray :  and 
addiesaiiig  hia  pslienl  in  French,  conjured  hei  to  lei 
him  know  whether  she  was  ihai  man's  daughter  or 
not,  uauringherofproleclion  if  ihofsel  were  other 
wise.  The  answer  was  murmured  fainlly.  but  was 
loo  distinctly  inlclhgible— "  He  was  her  father." 

All  farther  title  of  inU'rfprcnce  seemed  now  ended, 

delicacy,  required  the  assistance  of  the  females  lo  gel 
her  conveyed  to  the  carriage  in  waiting. 

GIrav  again  inl^rfered.— M'ou  will  not,"  be  said. 
"  Mvarals  lbs  moiher  am)  the  in' 


se  supplication. 


■■  To  il 


the  femsies,  who  had 


lunk  life 


lid  Hoa^ 
gathered 


"  Thai  will  not  pass,  sir,"  said  Gideon.- 
e  fnther  lii  that  lady,  you  must  be  grand 
e  hclpli^ss  child  1  and  you  must  settle 
inner  for  its  liiture  provisian,  or  refer  us 


whatever  the  wratehed 


ThB  Doctor  woe  about  to  refuse  a  charge  so  un 
villy  offered;  but  after  a  moment'a  refleclion,  he 

replied,  "  I  think  so  indifierenily  of  the  proceedings 

I  have  witnesaed.  and  of  those  concerned  in  them, 
11  if  tho  moiher  desires  that  I  should  retain  tha 
Kge  of  this  child,  1  will  not  refuse  to  do  so." 
Man9ada  apoke  to  bis  daughter,  who  was  iiist 

beginning  to  recover  from  her  swr—    - 

lanxuo^  ui  which  he  had  first  addr 
sitiun  which  he  ma<lo  seemed  h 


n  Ihc! 


.._..    Tha 
ccep  table. 


Il  her  cliild,  by  the  i , 

i  lu  rDmain  under  his  miardianship. 


nesn  while,  with  mercontile  deliben- 
.  Mr.  Lnwfurd's  handa  notes  and  bills 
of  a  thousand  jiounds.  which  be  slated 


□rtions  aa  his  board  and  educaiic 
In  the  event  of  any  correspond! 
It  being  neceasary,  as  in  caae  of  i 


Sign  in  r  Hallhiss 
in  banking-house  i 
"But  beware,''  he 


"  how  you  trouble 


■'  Vou  need  not  fear,  air,"  replied  Gray;  "1  have 
aecn  noihing  to-day  which  can  induce  mc  to  ileare  a 
mnri'  iniimalecorreqwndeuce  with  you  than  may  be 

WEiilH  Lnwford  drew  up  a  proper  minute  of  this 


for  the  child,  Mr.  Gray  attempt 
name)  had  formerly  deposited 


of  the  conaiderabla 
lif  such  was  bis  i^al 
ith  him.    —  ■ 


by  which  hands,  eyes,  and  even 

1  French,  ^lerepelled  the  pmpaaa]  of  reimhurso- 
while  she  entreated  that  Gray  would  consider 
uney  ns  his  own  property ;  and  at  the  same 
ircrd  upon  him  a  ring  set  with  briUiants,  which 
d  of  conaidernhlp  value.  The  fother  then  apoka 
a  (ew  alern  words,  which  she  heard  with  an 
mingled  agony  and  submission. 


>r  .the  m 


iven  ber. 


■n  father. 


IB  been  the  seal  of 
"Let  uB  retira 


jrofth(.._ 

r,  Lawford,  and  Monfado, 
■i:or;lingly,  where  tliey  wait™  u.  ...^..^. 
-  ■'  ■■ n  reflectiona^bll.  within  the 


of  half  an  hour,  they  received  'nformuiic 


ice.  end' 
iic  apace 
that  Itw 


TALES  OF  MY  LANDLORD, 


■  wtill,"  replinl  Monfadti 


.._.  _  Bui  I  thoughlJm 

beaTda,  and  ran  min'i  aa  it  jw 
I  Me  one  ai  our  ain  folliB— I  have  Mca  ibc  Doew 

ind  mumed,  I  wilh  ■  linger  brard  himwU,  when  bs  bia  nocU 
-„ —  masked  and    leisure  (0  shove." 
ittered  ihc  uorijs— ^      "That  might   have  been    Mr.  HonfadaiQ 


lliled.    As  bIi8  paiiBHjGray,  aho  uttered  ihe  words—        "That  might   have 
"MFcliild,  my  child!"  in  a  tone  of  unulletahle  an-    »aid  LawforS.  "for  he   . 
~^h  ;  then  entered  the  carriage,  whith  was  drawn  {journev-    But  Ilie  Jews  ant  otlen 
0  the  door  of  the  D(  ■ 


liille   <i 


The, 


jnled  on  a  led  horse,  and  occompanied  bjr  a  aer- 

*an(  and  assistant,  followed  thi^  carriage,  whicl 
drove  rapidly  aW,  taking  Iho  road  which  leads  tu 
Rdinburt^h.  All  who  had  wilneaaed  ihia  eirangr 
aoane,  now  departed  to  make  iheir  conjocturi-a,  and 
Bome  Id  count  (heir  mina;  for  iiioneir  had  been  dia- 
uibulsd  amnnK  the  fcmalea  wito  had  attended  oii 
tha  ladv,  with  so  much  libeni'ily,  as  considerably  \a 
roconcue  them  to  tho  breach  of  the  rights  of  wo- 
manhood inflicted  by  the  precipitate  removal  of  the 


CHAPTER   IL 

The  Us[  clovd  of  dusi  which  the  wheels  of  the 
eairiags  had  laised  waa  dtaupated,  when  dinner, 
which  claims  a  share  of  human  tbouf^Ia  evett  in 
the  midat  of  the  moat  marvellous  and  affecting  inei- 
denta,  recurred  to  iIiom  of  Hra,  Oray. 

"Indeed,  Doctor,  you  will  aland  glowering  out  o;' 
the  window  till  some  other  patient  calla  ibr  you,  and 
then  hive  to  >el  off  without  your  dinner;— and  J 
hope  Ht,  Lawford  wdl  lake  pot-luck  with  us,  fori- 
iajuat  bin  own  hour;  and  indeed  we  had  sometbine 
raUier  better  than  ordinal^  for  this  poor  lady— liinti 
and  spinage,  and  a  veal  Plarendne. 

Thv  HiirEwin  started  as  from  a  dresni,  and  joinsC 
niitabls  requeat,  to  which  Lawforc 


len'iUiritimftUf, 
!cauae  the  Jaw  i»  against  tnem  there,  but  aejbtw 
c-ioi!  hank  in  the  money  market — plenly  of  atos 
the  funds,  Mrs.  aray.  and,  itideH,  I  think  ll» 
lor  young  woman  is  better  wilh  her  ain  faikel 
ouEn  he  he  a  Jew  and  a  dour  chield  into  thtbu- 
in,  than  she  would  have  been  with  the  loon  ibl 
ranged  her.  who  ia.  by  your  nccount.  Dr.  Gig 
lilh  a  pspiat  and  b  rebel.  The  Jews  ai«  m 
tabbed  to  govemiuent ;   llwy  hate  the  Po      ' 


Powikf 
oy  braat 


Honrad: 

appearaDa 


waa  highly  incensed,  and  toil 

,,,_„ .loul  reason.      Now,  Ibis  slka 

Treihara,  if  that  br  his  nnme,  was  haughtr  ■ 

me.  and  I  think  sontethmg  careleaa  i>f  tha  nn 


.V thankfulncM.    1  UL, 

lion.  Clerk  I.awfiKd,dut  iht 
bargain  of  the  two." 

'  ihi*  wean  jvo- 


hanjitsl 


"hriaiiin  i':.  ... 
"  And  jOLi  (hink  of  taking  cars  frf  ihia  weai 
elf,  Doctor?    That  a  what  I  call  the  good 

"At  cheap  coal,  Clerk i  the  child,  if  il  i.ya,i* 

fh  Id  brinit  it  up  decently,  and  sel  it  out  m  hi 
can  teach  il  an  honourable  and  usefiil  pnifei 
ion.    IlwUlber    '  *"  '"    ' 


narks  01 


Jhild  n 


We  will  suppose  the  meal  finished,  a  bottle  of  old  since  Heaven  has  sent  ua  no  chddren 

and  generous  Antigua  upon  the  table,  and  a  modest  "Hoot,  hoot  I"  said  the  Towo-Clerk,  "von  an  a 

liltle  punch-bowl,  Judiciouaiy  replenished    for    ih(  ower  nresl  a  hurry  now— you  have  m  Wn  sac  1ii« 

accom  modal  ion  of  the  Doctor  and  his  guest,    'Hieii  '  married  yei.— Mrs,  Qrar,  dinna  let  my  daffing  efaia 

eonwrsalion  naturally  turned  on  Ihe  strange  scenr  you  away— we  will  be  for  a  diah  of  tea  bebve,  lar  Iht 

wtuch  they  had  wilneased,  and  thoTown-Cleik  took  Doctor  and  I  are  nae  glaaa-breokers," 

eon sidarible  merit  for  bis  presence  of  mind.  Four  years  after  this  conversRHon  took  plac^  at 

"I  am  thinking.  Doctor,"  said  he,  "you  might  event    hsppened,   at    the  poaaibiliiy  of   wbich  As 

have  brev'cd  a  bitter  browBI  to  yonrself  if  I  had  no  I    Town-Clerk  had  hmted  r  and  Mrs.  Qnyu —* 

oome  in  as  I  did."  her  huaband  with  an  infant  dauphter       "^ 

"Troth,  and  il  miffbt  very  well  ao  be."  answered  and  evil  are  altangaly  mingled  in  itii.  huh 

Gray ;  "  for,  to  icll  you  the  (mth,  when  I  saw  yonder  world.    The  fulfilment  of  hia  aniioua  wnff^ 

fellow  vapouring  with  his  pistols  among  ihe  women  posterity  waa  attended  with  the  loasof  fait  m 

elk  in  my  own  house,  the  old  Cameronian  spirit  and  kind-hearted  wile)  one  of  the  tncnt  heavy  k 

ftm  to  riw  in  me,  and  little  thing  would  have  which  fata  could  inflict                 "'         "~" 

made  me  cleek  10  the  poker."  '      '  ' 


It  heavy  How* 


"  Hoot 


auld  nev. 


,    f*>. 


thought  when  I 


"And  that  was  just  whst  I  thought  i 
to  Tou,  Clerk  Lawford."  said  the  Doctor. 

A  wisfr  man  he  could  not  have  cal _,.  ..  _ 

difficult  case."  sdded  Mrs.  Qrar,  as  she  sal  wilh  her 
work  at  a  liitle  distance  from  the  table. 

"Thanka  I'ye,  and  here's  I'ye,  my  good  neigh- 
bour, answered  the  scriba;  "  nut  you  not  lei  me 
help  roil  to  another  glass  of  punch,  Mrs.  arayl" 
This  being  declined,  he  proceeded.  "I  am  jalousing 
that  the  messenger  sud  his  warrant  were  iu at  brought 
m  to  prevent  any  oppositior.  Ye  saw  Tiow  quietly 
be  behaved  after  I  had  laid  down  the  law— -I'll  never 
believe  the  lady  is  in  sny  risk  from  him.  But  the 
father  is  a  dour  chield  j  depend  upon  it,  be  has  bred 
up  the  young  filly  on  the  curb-rein,  and  ihst  haa 
made  the  poor  ihing  start  off  the  course,  I  should 
not  be  aiirpriaed  that  he  took  her  abroad,  and  abut 

"  Hsidlv,"  replied  Doctor  Gray,  "if  it  be  true,  aa  I 
•ayct,  that  both  ihe  Ikther  and  daughter  aro  of  the 


had  promised  for  montha  bebre  to  add  Dew  c«m- 
forte  to  its  humble  roof  Oravfell  tlie  ahock  aam* 
of  aense  and  flrmneH  feel  a  decided  blow,  from  iW 
efibcta  of  which  ihey  never  hope  a^in  fupy  to  iHt 
themselves.  He  dischaiKsd  thadutiea  of  hiaprai*- 
sion  wilh  the  same  punetuahtr  as  vrer,  waa  MT> 
and  even,  to  appearance,  chaeiTul  in  his  inlaiuiilM 
with  society;  but  tha  nuuhitie  of  asnttnea  wH 
lirone.  Every  morning  he  missed  tbs  aSKlionUi 
i-hnniiaq  which  raconuncnded  to  him  to  pajt  attntiia 
health  whDe  ho  waa  labonnng  lo  luma 
hii  pabsnta.    Every  evcstng.  as  M 


AJewPaaidHra.  Gray;  "and  bave  I  been  lak- 
nga  thiaiykatbonia  Jaw7— I  thouidii  sheasamed 
to  CM  *  Munnar  at  lbs  tfgt  and  bacon  that  Nona 


that  bicssinB  to  h    . 

Mtmed  thim  hit  wpaiv  roond,  il  i...  -i>w->  -- 
as  of  ■  kind  and  afictionata  nentiM 
ger  to  tell,  and  ial«reated  to  httr,  all  lia 
ofthedaf.  HiawbiMla.  wkkhaaadH 
ind  atrong  *o  aooo  a>  Middtamaa  tMli 
r,  waa  now  fix  ever  MMoeed,  and  tM 
dronied,  while  the  tind  hcuM,  lteka« 
I  of  bia  nMltet'a  hand  and  Toic^  m*^ 

..  .„„ looKf  it  it  UpariSBMd  a  (kaioflrM 

jespondency.  Than  wen  umea  wbtn  M  «a*  « 

■-  -"iected  as  to  b«  unabli   ' 

of  his  little  Meni^  in 


much  dejected  as  to  be  unablo  fa  endi. 
r.r—T.ct  of  his  bitia  Meiu^  in  wmm  inftat  tamit- 
he  could  tiam  the  linaainaDta  of  tha  BMikH 


iMMWdBJa» 


.  H.1 
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■ktunent  was  idnlu!,  he  wonld  snatch  the  infant  to 
tB  breast,  and  load  it  with  careaaee— then  hastily 
eaire  it  to  be  removed  from  the  parlour. 

The  Mahometans  have  a  fanciful  idea,  that  the 
me  believer,  in  his  passage  to  Paradise,  is  under  the 
eoessit|r  of  passing  barefooted  over  a  bridge  com- 
Med  of  red-not  iron.  But  on  this  occasion,  all  the 
isces  of  paper  which  the  Moslem  has  preserved  dur- 
ig  his  life,  lest  some  holv  thing  being  written  upon 
ism  might  be  profaned,  arrange  tnemselves  be- 
RFsen  his  feet  and  the  burning  metal,  and  so  save 
im,  from  injury.  In  the  same  manner^  the  dlects 
rkind  and  benevolent  actions  are  sometimes  found, 
ren  in  this  ^vorld,  to  assuage  the  pangs  of  subse- 
iitnt  afflictions. 

Tlitts,  the  Kreatest 'consolation  which  poor  Gideon 
Dold  fiiid  after  his  heavy  deprivation,  was  in  the  frolic 
mdness  of  Richard  BUddlemas,  the  child  who  was 
I  so  aineular  a  manner  thrown  upon  his  charge. 
(Ven  at  this  early  age  he  was  eminently  handsome. 
Hien  silent  or  out  of  humour,  his  dark  eyes  and 
inking  countenance  presented  some  reooUectiona  of 
be  stem  character  imprinted  on  the  fiBatures  of  his 
apposed  father ;  but  when  he  was  gay  and  happy, 
rnich  was  much  more  frequently  the  case,  these 
loads  were  exchanged  for  the  most  fh>licsome,  mirth- 
d1  expTeasion,  that  ever  dwelt  on  the  laughiiig  and 
hougntless  aspect  of  a  child.  He  seemed  to  have  a 
let  beyond  his  years  in  discovering  and  conforming 
0  the  peculiarities  of  human  character.  His  nurse, 
me  pnme  object  of  Richard's  observance,  was  Nurse 
^amieson,  or,  as  she  was  more  commonly  called  for 
mvitr,  and  par  excelUnetj  Nurse.  This  was  the  per- 
m  Who  had  brough  t  him  up  fix>m  infancy.  She  nad 
ost  her  own  child^  and  soon  after  her  husband,  and 
Mng  thus  a  lone  woman,  had,  as  used  to  be  common 
n  Scotland,  remained  a  member  of  Dr.  Gray's  family. 
^ker  the  death  of  his  wife,  she  gradually  obtained  the 
irincipttl  soperintendence  of  the  whole  household ; 
md  being  an  honest  and  capable  manager,  was  a  per- 
nn  of  Tery  great  importance  in  the  family. 

She  was  bold  in  her  temoer^ violent  in  her  fiwlings, 
md,  as  often  happens  with  those  in  her  condition, 
m  as  much  attached  to  Richard  Middlemas, 
whom  she  had  once  nursed  at  her  bosom,  as  if  he 
bad  been  her  own  son.  This  affection  the  child 
repaidby  all  the  tender  attentions  of  which  his  age  was 
nbable. 

Little  Dick  was  also  distinguished  by  the  fondest 
and  kindest  attachment  to  his  guardian  and  bene- 
flustOTt  Dr.  Ghray.  He  was  ofilcious  in  the  right  time 
ind^place,  quiet  as  a  lamb  when  his  patron  seemed 
mctinod  to  stud  v  or  to  muse,  active  and  assiduous  to 
taast  or  divert  nim  whenever  it  seemed  to  be  wished, 
and,  in  choosing  his  opportunitie&  he  seemed  to  dis- 
plav  an  address  far  beyond  his  childish  years. 

As  time  passed  on,  this  pleasing  character  seemed 
to  be  Btm  more  refined.  In  every  thing  like  exercise 
or  amusement,  he  was  the  pride  and  the  leader  of 
the  bovs  of  the  place^  over  the  most  of  whom  his 
strength  and  activity  gave  him  a  decided  superiority. 
At  school  his  abilities  were  less  distinguishea,  yet  He 
was  a  favourite  with  the  master,  a  sensible  and  useful 
teacher. 

"  Richard  is  not  swift,"  he  used  to  say  to  his  patron, 
Dr.  Gray,  "but  then  he  is  sure:  and  it  is  impossible 
iMt  to  be  pleased  with  a  child  who  is  so  very  desirous 
to  Ave  satisfaction." 

Toung  Hiddlemas's  gratefiil  afiection  to  his  patron 
Mned  to  increase  with  the  expanding  of  his  fiicul- 
^fS).and  found  a  natural  and  pleasing  mode  of  dis- 
"  itself  in  his  attentions  to  little  Menie*  Gray. 

;htest  hint  was  Richard's  law,  and  it  was  m 
^.at  he  was  summoned  forth  by  a  hundred 
fhnu  voices  to  take  the  lead  in  hye-spye,  or  at  foot- 
biii,  if  It  was  little  Menie's  pleasure  tnst  he  should 
Vomam  withiiL  and  build  card-houses  for  her  amuse- 
nicnt  At  other  times,  he  would  take  the  charge  of 
go  little  damsel  entirely  under  his  own  care,  and 
OS  sasD  wandering  with  her  on  the  borough  common, 
sollectiog  wild  flowers,  or  knitting  caps  made  of  bul- 
niiMa.  Menie  was  attached  to  DidL  Middlemas,  in 
PKopomm  to  bis  afiectionate  assiduities;  and  the 


father  saw  with  pleasure  every  new  maik  of  attention 
to  his  child  on  the  part  of  his  protegee. 

During  the  time  that  Richard  was  silentlv  advanc- 
ing  from  a  beautiful  child  into  a  fine   ooy,  ami 
approaching  from  a  fine  boy  to  the  time  when  he 
must  be  termed  a  handsome  youth,  Mr.  Gray  wrote 
twice  a-year  with  much  regularity  to  Mr.  Monf  ada, 
through  the  channel  that  gentleman  had  pointed  out. 
Tlie  benevolent  man  thought,  that  if  the  wealthy 
grandfather  could  only  see  Eis  relative,  of  whom  any 
family  might  be  proud,  he  would  be  unable  to  perse- 
vere m  his  resolution  of  treating  as  an  outcast  one  so 
nearly  connected  with  him  in  blood,  and  so  interesting 
in  person  and  disposition.    He  thought  it  his  duty, 
therefore,  to  keep  open  the  slender  and  oblioue  conf> 
munication  with  the  hoy^B  maternal  grandmther,  as 
that  which  might,  at  some  future  period,  lead  to  a 
closer  connexion.  Yet  the  correspondence  could  not, 
in  other  respects,  be  agreeable  to  a  man  of  spirit  Ijks 
Mr.  Gray.    His  own  letters  were  as  short  as  possible^ 
merely  rendering  an  account  of  his  ward's  expenses^ 
including  a  moderate  board  to  himself|  attested  by 
Mr.  LawfonL  his  co-trustee;  and intimatmg Richard's 
state  of  health,  and  his  progress  in  education,  with  a 
few  words  of  brief  but  warm  eulogy  upon  his  good- 
ness of  head  and  heart.   But  the  answera  he  received 
were  still  shorter.  "  Mr.  Mon^ada,"  such  was  their 
usual  tenor,  "acknowledges  Mr.  Gray's  letter  of  such 
a  date,  notices  the  contents,  and  requests  Mr.  Gray 
to  persist  in  the  plan   which  he  has  hitherto  pro- 
secuted on  the  subject  of  their  correspondence."    On 
occasions  where  extraordinary  expenses  seemed  likelv 
to   be  incurred,  the  remittances  were  made  with 
readiness. 

The  day  fortni^t  after  Mrs.  Gray's  death,  fifty 
pounds  were  received,  with  a  nota  intimating  that  it 
was  designed  to  put  the  child  R.  M.  into  proper 
mourning.  The  writer  had  added  two  or  three 
words,  desiring  that  the  surplus  should  be  at  Mr. 
Gray's  disposal,  to  meet  the  additional  expenses  of 
this  period  of  calamity;  but  Mr.  Mon9adahad  left  the 
phrase  unfinished,  apparently  in  despair  of  turning 
It  suitably  into  Engush.  Gideon,  without  farther 
investigationa  quietly  added  the  sum  to  the  account 
of  his  ward's  little  fortune,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Lawford,  who,  aware  that  he  was  rether  a  loser 
than  a  gainer  by  the  boy's  residence  in  his  house, 
was  desirous  that  his  friend  should  not  omit  an 
opportunity  of  recovering  some  part  of  his  expenses 
on  that  score.  But  Gnray  was  proof  against  all 
remonstrance. 

As  the  boy  advanced  towards  his  fourteenth  year, 
Dr.  Qny  wrote  a  more  elaborate  account  of  his  ward's 
character^  aoguirements,  and  capacity.  He  added, 
that  he  did  this  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Mr.  Mi^- 
9ada  to  judge  how  the  young  man's  future  education 
should  be  dvected.  Richard,  ne  observed,  was  arrived 
at  the  pouit  where  education,  losing  its  original  and 

general  character,  branches  on  into  different  paths  of 
nowledge,  suitable  to  particular  professions,  and 
when  it  was  therefore  become  necessary  to  determine 
which  of  them  it  was  his  pleasure  that  young  Rich- 
ard should  be  trained  for :  and  he  would,  on  his  part, 
do  all  he  could  to  carry  Mr.  Mon9ada's  wishes  into 
execution,  since  the  amiable  qualities  of  the,boy  made 
him  as  dear  to  him,  though  but  a  guardian,  as  he 
could  have  been  to  his  own  father. 

The  answer,  which  arrived  in  the  course  of  a  week 
or  ten  days,  was  fuller  than  usual,  and  written  in  the 
fint  person.— **  Mr.  Gray."  such  was  the  tenor, 
"  our  meeting  has  been  under  such  cireumstanees  as 
could  not  make  us  favourably  known  to  each  other 
at  the  time.  But  I  have  the  advantage  pf  you,  since, 
knowing  your  motives  for  entertaining  an  mdifoent 
opinion  ot  me,  I  could  respect  them,  and  you  at  the 
same  time ;  whereas  you,  unable  to  comprehend  the 
motives— I  say,  you,  being  unacquainted  with  the  in- 
famous treatment  I  had  received,  could  not  under- 
stand the  reasons  that  I  have  for  acting  as  I  have 
done.  Deprived,  sir,  by  the  act  of  a  villain,  of  my 
child,  and  she  despofled  of  honour,  I  cannot  bring 
myself  to  think  of  beholding  the  creature,  however 
innocent,  whose  lo<dL  must  always  remind  ms  of 
hatred  and  of  shame.   Keep  the  poor  child  by  yon— 
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educate  him  to  your  own  profession,  but  take  heed  that 
he  looks  no  higner  than  to  fill  such  a  situation  in  life  as 
you  yourself  worthily  occupy,  or  some  other  line  of  like 
importance.  For  the  condition  of  a  farmer,  a  country 
lawyer,  a  medical  practitioner,  or  some  such  retired 
course  of  life,  the  means  of  outfit  and  education  shall 
be  ampljr  supplied.  But  I  must  warn  him  and  vou, 
that  any  attempt  to  intrude  himself  on  mefurther  than 
Imayespeciallypermit,  will  be  attended  with  the  total 
forfeiture  of  my  favour  and  protection.  So,  having 
made  known  my  mind  to  you,  I  expect  you  will  act 
accordingly." 

The  receipt  of  this  letter  determined  Gideon  to 
have  sornc  explanation  with  the  boy  himself,  in  order 
to  learn  if  he  had  any  choice  among  the  professions 
thus  opened  to  him  ;  convinced,  at  the  .snme  time, 
from  his  docility  of  temper,  that  he  would  refer  the 
selection  to  his  (Dr.  Gray's)  belter  judgment. 

He  had  prcvi«)usly,  however,  the  unplea.oing  task 
of  acquainting  Richard  Middlenias  with  the  inysie- 
rious  circumstances  attending  his  birtli,  of  which  he 

S resumed  him  to  be  entirely  ignorant,  simply  because 
c  himself  had  never  communicatea  tiiein,  but  had 
let  the  boy  consider  himself  as  the  orphan  child  of  a 
distant  relation.  But  though  the  Doctor  himself  was 
silent,  he  might  have  renieinbered  that  Nurse  Janiie- 
43on  had  the  handsome  enjoyment  of  her  tongue,  and 
was  disposed  to  use  it  liberally. 

From  a  very  early  period.  Nurse  Jamieson,  amongst 
the  variety  of  legennary  lore  which  she  instilled  into 
her  foster  son,  had  not  forgotten  what  she  called  the 
awful  season  of  his  coming  into  the  world— the  per- 
sonable appearance  of  his  father,  a  grand  gentleman, 
who  looked  as  if  the  whole  world  lay  at  his  feet— the 
beauty  of  his  mother,  and  the  terriuhi  blackness  of 
the  mask  which  she  wore,  her  ei'n  that  glanced  like  I 
diamonds,  and  the  diamonds  she  wore  on  her  fingers,  j 
that  could  be  compared  to  nothing  but  her  own  een,  ! 
the  friirness  of  hex  skin,  and  the  colour  of  her  silk  j 
rokelay,  with  much  proper  stuff  to  the  same  purpose.  I 
Then  she  expatiated  on  the  arriva)  of  his  grandfather, 
and  the  awful  man,  armed  with  pistol,  dirk,  and  clay- 1 
more^  (the  last  weapons  existed  only  in  Nurse's  i 
imagination,)  the  very  Ogre  of  a  fairy  tale— then  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  carrying  off  his  motlier, 
while  bank-notes  were  flyinu  al>out  the  house  like 
screeds  of  brown  paper,  and  gold  guineas  were  as  i 
plenty  as  chuckie-stanes.    All  this,  partly  to  please 
and  interest  the  boy,  partly  to  indulge  her  own  talent 
for  amplification,  Nurse  told  with  so  many  additional 
circumstances,  and  gratuitous  commentaries,  that  the 
real  transaction,  mysterious  and  odd  as  it  certainly 
was,  sunk  into  tameness  before  the  Nurse's  edition, 
like  humble  prose  contrasted  with  the  boldest  flights 
of  poetry. 

To  hear  all  this  did  Richard  seriously  incline,  and 
still  more  was  he  interested  with  the  idea  of  his  va- 
liant father  coming  for  him  unexpectedly  at  the  head 
of  a  gallant  regiment,  with  music  playing  and  colours 
flying,  and  carrying  his  son  away  on  the  most  beau- 
tiful pony  eyes  ever  beheld  :  Or  his  mother,  bright  as 
the  day^  might  suddenly  appear  in  her  coach- and-six, 
to  reclaim  her  beloved  child  ;  or  his  repentant  grand- 
father, with  his  pockets  stuffed  out  with  bank-notes, 
would  come  to  atone  for  his  past  cruelty,  by  heaping 
his  neglected  grandchihl  with  unexpected  wealth. 
Sure  was  Nurse  Jamieson,  "that  it  wanted  but  a 
blink  of  her  bairn's  bonny  ee  to  turn  their  hearts,  as 
Scripture  sayeth  ;  and  as  strange  things  had  been,  as 
they  should  come  a'thcgither  to  the  town  at  the  same 
time,  and  make  such  a  day  as  had  never  been  seen 
in  Middlemas ;  and  then  her  bairn  would  never  be 
called  by  that  lowland  nanin  of  Middlemas  any  more, 
which  soundeil  as  if  it  had  been  gathered  out  of  the 
town  gutter:  but  would  be  callra  Galatian,*  or  Sir 
William  Wallace,  or  Robin  Hood,  or  after  some  other 
of  the  great  princes  named  in  story-books." 

Nurse  Jamieson's  history  of  the  past,  and  prospects 
of  the  future  were  too  flattering  not  to  excite  the  most 
ambitious  visions  in  the  inind  of  a  boy,  who  naturally 
felt  a  strong  desire  of  rising  in  the  world,  and  was 
conscious  of  possessing  the  powers  necessary  to  his 
advancement.  The  incidents  of  his  birth  resembled 
**  Qalatian  m  a  naoM  oft  pcrnun  fiinioiu  in  Chiwtmat  gamboli. 


those  he  found  commemorated  in  the  tales  which  be 
read  or  listened  to ;  and  there  seemed  no  reason  vht 
his  own  adventures  should  not  have  a  terminitioii 
corresponding  to  those  of  such  veracious  histones.  1b 
a  word,  while  good  Doctor  Gray  imagined  that  Yjfi 

Eiipil  was  dwelUn^  in  utter  i^orance  of  his  or^ 
Lichard  was  meditating  upon  nothing  else  thaa  ikr 
time  and  means  by  which  he  anticipated  his  beinz 
extricated  from  the  obscurity  of  his  present  conditioik 
and  enabled  to  assume  the  rank  to  which,  in  h^  o«o 
opinion,  he  was  entitled  by  birth. 

So  stood  the  feelings  of  the  young  man,  when,  ok 
day  after  dinner,  the  Doctor  snufiing  the  candle,  uui 
taking  from  his  pouch  the  great  leathern  pocketbook 
in  which  he  deposited  particular  papers,  with  a  null 
supply  of  the  most  necessary  and  active  medicine*, 
he  took  from  it  Mr.  Moii9ada's  letter,  and  rcoDeFiea 
Richard  Middlcmas's  serious  attention,  while neU^ 
him  some  circumstances  concerning  him&elL  which 
it  greatly  imported  him  to  know.     RichanTs  diik 
eyes  flasned  fire— the  blood  flushed  his  broad  and  well 
formed  forehead— the  hour  of  explanation  wis  ai 
length  come.    He  listened  to  the  narrative  of  Gideon 
Gray,  which,  the  reader  may  believe,  being  ali<^;nhef 
divested  of  the  gilding  which  Nurse  Jamieson's  imt- 
ginntion  had  l>ostowed  upon  it,  and  reduced  towba: 
mercantile  men  termed  the  nied/ul^  exhibited  littk 
more  than  the  tale  of  a  child  of  shaine,  darted  bj 
its  father  and  mother,  and  brought  up  on  the  reiuc^ 
tant  chanty  of  a  more  distant  relation,  who  regarded 
him  as  the  livin<;  though  unconscious  evidence  of  lu 
disgrace  of  histamily,  and  would  more  willingly  bavr 
paid  for  the  expenses  of  his  funeral,  than  that  i>f  the 
food  which  was  grudgingly  provided  for  him.   ''  Tem- 
ple and  tower,"  a  hundrtHi  flattering  edifices  of  Rich- 
ard's childish  iniagination,  went  to  the  groun--i  ti 
onre^  and  the  pain  which  attended  their  oemolitim 
was  rendered  the  more  acute  by  a  sense  of  sfasne 
that  he  should  have  nursed  such  reveries.    He  re- 
mained, while  Gideon  continued  his  explanation,  ia 
a  dejected  posture,  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground,  aiui 
the  veins  of  his  forehead  swoln   witli  conleiidav? 
passions. 

"And  now,  my  dear  Richard,"  said  the  good  sur- 
geon, *'  you  must  think  what  you  can  do  for  yoiinell 
since  your  grandfather  leaves  you  the  choice  of  three 
honourable  professions,  by  any  of  which,  well  and 
wisely  prosecutefi,  you  may  become  independeni  if 
not  wealthy,  and  respectable  if  not  (jreat.  Vou  will 
naturally  desire  a  little  time  for  consideration.'* 

"  Not  a  minute,"  said  the  boy,  raising  his  head, 
and  looking  boldly  at  his  imardian.  "  I  am  a  free- 
born  Englishman,  and  will  return  to  England  if  I 
think  fit.^ 

"  A  free-born  fool  you  are"— said  Gray ;  "you wae 
born,  as  I  think,  and  no  one  ran  know 'better  than  I 
do,  in  the  blue  room  of  Stevenlaw's  Land,  in  the 
Town-head  of  Middlemas,  if  you  call  that  beiriK  a 
free-born  Knglishman." 

"But  Tom  Hillar>',"— this  was  an  apprentice  of 
Clerk  Lawford,  who  had  of  late  been  a  great  friend 
and  adviser  of  young  Middlemas — '"Tom  HiUuf 
says  that  I  am  a  free-bom  Enflishmul,  notwith- 
standing, in  riKht  of  my  parents. 

"  PiKHi,  child !  what  do  we  know  of  your  pt- 
rents?— But  what  has  your  being  an  Engliahman  t» 
do  with  the  present  question?" 

"Oh  Doctor,"  answered  the  boy,  bitterly,  "you 
know  we  from  the  south  side  ot  Tweed  cannot 
scramble  so  hard  as  you  do.  The  Scots  are  too 
moral,  and  too  prudent,  and  too  robust,  for  a  poor 
pudding-eater  to  live  amongst  them,  whether  at  i 
parson,  or  as  a  lawyer,  or  as  a  doctor— with  your 
pardon,  sir." 

"  Upon  my  life,  Dick,"  said  Gray,  "  this  Tom  Hil- 
lary ^%ill  turn  your  brain.  What  is  the  meaning  of 
all  this  trash  ?^ 

"  Tom  Hillaiy  says  that  the  parson  lives  by  the 
sins  of  the  peopfe,  the  lawyer  by  their  distresaeii  tnd 
the  doctor  by  their  diaeaees— always  asking  yoor 
pardon,  sir." 

"Tom  Hillary,"  replied  the  Doctor,  "should  be 
drummed  out  of  the  borough.  A  whipper-anapiKrol 
an  attorney's  apprentice,  run  sway  from  Newcae'K^' 
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If  I  bear  him  talkinff  so,  I'll  teach  him  to  speak  with 
more  reverence  of  tnc  learned  professions.  Let  nic 
hear  no  made  of  Tom  Hillar]^,  whom  you  have  seen 
far  too  much  of  lately.  Thmk  a  little,  like  a  lad  of 
sense,  and  tell  mc  wnat  answer  I  am  to  give  Mr. 
Mon^ada." 

"Tell  him,"  said  ihe  boy,  the  tone  of  affected  sar- 
casm laid  aside,  and  that  of  injured  pride  substi- 
tuted in  its  room,  *'  tell  him  that  my  soul  revolts  at 
the  obscure  lot  he  recommends  to  nie.  I  am  deter- 
mined to  enter  my  father's  profession,  the  army, 
anless  my  grandfather  chooses  to  receive  me  into 
his  house,  and  place  me  in  his  own  line  of  tiusincss." 
"  Yes.  and  make  you  his  partner,  I  suppose,  and 
acknowledge  you  for  his  heir?"  said  Dr.  Gray;  "a 
thing  extremely  likely  to  hnppon,  no  doubt,  consider- 
ing  the  way  in  which  he  has  brought  you  up  all 
along,  and  the  terms  in  which  he  now  writes  conccm- 

^^Then,  sir,  there  is  one  thing  which  I  con  de- 
mand of  you,"  replied  the  boy.  "  Tiiere  is  a  large 
sum  of  money  in  your  hands  belonging  to  me ;  and 
since  it  is  consigned  tu  you  fur  my  use,  I  demand 
you  should  make  the  necessary  advances  to  procure 
a  commission  in  tlie  army— account  to  me  for  the 
balance — and  so,  with  thanks  for  pa&t  favours,  I 
will jnve  you  no  trouble  in  future." 

"  Young  man,"  said  the  Doctor,  gravely,  "  I  am 
very  sorry  to  sec  that  your  usual  prudence  and  good 
bumour  are  not  proof  against  the  disappointment  of 
some  idle  expectations  which  you  had  not  the  slight- 
est reason  to  entertain.  It  is  very  true  that  there 
is  a  sum,  which,  in  spite  of  various  expenses,  may 
still  approach  to  a  thousand  pounds  or  better,  which 
remains  in  my  hands  for  your  behoof.  But  I  am 
bound  to  dispose  of  it  accordingly  to  the  will  of  the 
donor ;  and  at  any  rate,  you  are  not  entitled  to  call 
for  it  until  you  come  to  years  of  discretion ;  a  period 
firom  which  you  are  six  years  distant,  according  to 
law,  and  which,  in  one  sense,  you  will  never  reach 
at  all,  unless  you  alter  your  present  unreasonable 
crotchets.  But  come,  Dick,  this  is  the  first  time  I 
have  seen  you  in  so  absurd  a  hutnourf  and  you  have 
many  things,  I  own,  in  your  situation  to  apologize 
for  impatience  even  greater  than  you  have  displayed. 
But  you  should  not  turn  your  resentinent  on  me, 
that  am  no  way  in  fault.  You  should  remember, 
that  I  was  your  earliest  and  only  friend,  and  took 
cbarae  of  you  when  every  other  person  forsook  you." 
"ido  not  thank  you  for  it."  said  Richard,  giving 
way  to  a  burst  of  uncontrolled  pcission.  **  You  might 
have  done  better  for  me  had  you  pleased." 

"  And  in  what  manner,  you  ungrateful  boy  ?"  said 
Gray,  whose  composure  was  a  little  mffled. 

"  You  might  have  flung  mc  under  the  wheels  of 
their  carriages  as  they  drove  off.  and  have  let  them 
trample  on  the  body  of  their  child,  as  they  have  done 
OD  his  feelings." 

So  saying,  he  rushed  out  of  the  room,  and  shut  the 
door  behind  him  with  ^reat  violence^  leaving  his 
gaardinn  astonished  at  his  sudden  and  violent  change 
oi  temper  and  manner. 

"  Wnat  the  deuce  can  have  possessed  him  ?  Ah, 
well.  High-spirited,  and  disappomted  in  some  fol- 
lies which  that  Tom  Hillary  has  put  into  his  head. 
But  his  is  a  case  for  anodynes,  and  shall  be  treated 
accordingly." 

While  the  Doctor  formed  this  good-natured  reso- 
hition,  young  Middlemas  rushed  to  Nurse  Jamieson's 
apartment,  where  poor  Menie,  to  whom  his  presence 
always  gave  holyday  feelings,  hastened  to  exhibit. 
for  his  admiration,  a  new  doll,  of  which  she  had 
made  the  ncouisition.  No  one,  general! y^  was  more 
interested  in  Menio's  amusements  than  Richard ;  but 
at  pr^ssent  Richard,  like  his  celebrated  namesake,  was 
not  i*  the  vein.  He  threw  off  the  little  damsel  so 
carelessly,  almost  so  rudely,  that  the  doll  flew  out  of 
Menie's  hand,  fell  on  the  hearth-stone,  and  broke  its 
waxed  face.  The  rudeness  drew  froin  Nourse  Jemie- 
son  a  rebuke,  even  although  the  culprit  washerdarlinjr. 
"Hout  awa',  Richard"— that  wasna  like  yoursell, 
to  guide  Miss  Menie  that  gate.— Haud  vour  tongue. 
Miss  Menie.  and  I'll  soon  mend  the  baby^s  face." 
But  if  Menie  cried,  she  did  not  cry  for  the  doll; 


and  while  the  tears  flowed  silently  down  her  cheeksi 
she  sat  looking  at  Dick  Middlemas  with  a  childish 
face  of  fear,  sorrow,  and  wonder.  Nurse  Jamieson 
was  soon  diverted  from  her  attention  to  Menie 
Gray's  distresses,  especially  as  she  did  not  weep 
aloud,  and  her  attention  became  fixed  on  the  altered 
countenance,  red  eyes,  and  swoln  features  of  her 
darling  foster-child.  She  instantly  commenced  an 
investigation  into  the  cause  of  his  distress,  after  the 
usual  inquisitorial  manner  of  matrons  of  her  class. 
"What  is  the  matter  wi'  my  bairn  7"  and  "  Wha  has 
been  vexing  my  bairn?"  with  similar  questions,  at  last 
extorted  this  reply : 

"  I  am  not  your  bairn— I  am  no  one's  bairn— no 
one's  son.  I  am  an  outcast  from  my  family,  and  be- 
long to  no  one.    Dr.  Gray  has  told  me  so  himself." 

'  And  did  he  cast  up  to  my  bairn  that  he  was  a 
bastard?— troth  he  was  na  blatc — my  certie,  your 
father  was  a  better  man  than  ever  stood  on  the 
Doctor's  shanks— a  handsome  grand  gentleman, 
with  an  cc  like  a  gled's,  and  a  step  like  a  Highland 
piper." 

Nurse  Jamieson  had  got  on  a  favourite  tc^ic,  and 
would  have  expatiated  long  enough,  for  she  was  a 
professed  admirer  of  masculine  beauty,  but  there 
was  something  which  displeased  the  boy  in  her 
last  simile ;  so  he  cut  the  conversation  short,  by 
asking  whether  she  knew  exactly  how  much  money 
his  grandfather  had  left  with  Dr.  Gray  for  his  main- 
tenance. "  She  could  not  say— did n a  ken— an  awfu' 
sum  it  was  to  pass  out  of  ae  man's  hand— She  was 
sure  it  wasna  less  than  ae  hundred  pounds,  and  it 
might  weel  be  twa."  In  short  she  Knew  nothing 
about  the  matter ;  "  but  she  was  sure  Dr.  Gray 
would  count  to  him  to  the  last  farthing  ;  for  every- 
body kend  that  he  was  a  just  man  where  siller  was 
concerned.  However,  if  ner  bairn  wanted  to  ken 
mair  about  it,  to  be  sure  the  Town-derk  could  tell 
him  all  about  it." 

Richard  Middlemas  arose  and  left  the  apartment, 
without  saying  more.  He  went  immediately  to  visit 
the  old  Town-clerk,  to  whom  he  had  made  himself 
acceptable,  as,  indeed,  he  had  done  to  most  of  the 
dignitaries  about  the  burgh.  He  introduced  the  con- 
versation by  the  proposal  which  had  been  made  to 
him  for  choosing  a  profession,  and  after  speaking  of 
the  mysterious  circumstances  of  his  birth,  and  the 
doubtful  prospects  which  lay  before  him,  he  easily 
le<l  the  Town-clerk  into  conversation  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  funds,  and  heard  the  exact  state  of  the  > 
money  in  his  guardian's  hands,  which  corresponded 
with  the  information  he  had  already  received.  He 
next  sounded  the  worthy  scribe  on  the  possibility 
of  his  going  into  the  army ;  but  received  a  second 
cpnfirmation  of  the  intelligence  Mr.  Gray  had  given 
him  :  being  informed  that  no  part  of  the  money 
could  be  placed  at  his  disposal  till  he  was  of  age ;  and 
then  not  without  the  especial  consent  of  both  his 
guardians,  and  particularly  that  of  his  master.  He 
therefore  took  leave  of  the  Town-clerk,  who,  much 
approving  the  cautious  manner  in  which  he  spoke, 
and  his  prudent  selection  of  an  adviser  at  this  im- 
portant crisis  of  his  life,  intimated  to  him,  that  should 
he  choose  the  law,  he  would  himself  receive  him 
into  his  office,  upon  a  very  moderate  aporentice-fee, 
and  would  part  with  Tom  Hillary  to  make  room  for 
him,  as  the  lad  was  "  rather  pragmatical,  and 
plagued  him  with  speaking  about  his  English  prnctke, 
which  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  on  tnisside  of  the 
Border— the  Lord  be  thanked  !" 

Middlemas  thanked  him  for  his  kindness,  and 
promised  to  consider  his  kind  offer,  in  case  he 
should  determine  upon  following  the  profession  of 
the  law. 

From  Tom  Hillary's  master  Richard  went  to  Tom 
Hillary  himself,  who  chanced  ihen  to  be  in  the  office. 
He  was  a  lad  about  twenty,  as  smart  os  small,  but 
distinguished  for  the  accuracy  with  which  he  dressed 
his  hair,  and  the  splendour  of  a  laced  hat  and  em- 
broideretl  waistcoat,  uitii  which  he  graced  the  church 
of  Middlemas  on  Sundays.  Tom  Hillary  had  been 
bred  an  attorney's  clerk  in  New-castle-upon-Tyne, 
but,  for  some  reason  or  other,  had  found  it  more  con- 
venient of  late  years  to  reside  in  Scotland,  and  was 
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■dak  oC  Middlemai,  by 


recommendtd  to  the  To' 

(he  ■ccuricy  and  beauty  .... 

the  reconJa  of  the  burgh.  Il  ia  not  improbable  ihi 
the  npons  conceminK  the  singular  circumstancea  ui 
Ricfaaul  Hiddlemaa's  birth,  and  the  knowlcdgB  thai 
he  via  actually  raaBeaaed  of  a  conaiderable  uim  of 
money,  inducrf  Hillary,  thoiiKh  so  much  hia  senior, 

■0  admil  the  lad  to  his  company,  and  enrich  hi*      .. 

Toulhful  mind  with  eome  branches  of  infoimaiion,    Hilluyi 
which,  in  Ibat  retired  comer,  hia  pupil  tnight  olher- 

fliese  were  certain  gamea  at  carda  and  cGce.  in  which 
the  pupil  p«id,  aa  was 
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"Indued,"  said  the  Towo-cterk.  "  he  la  nicfa  ■ 
fnsndly  and  diiiniemtad  boy,  that  1  could  not  m 
hioi  to  accept  a  place  in  nif  oilice,  for  (eu  be  ahaOd 
be  Ihoueht  10  be  pushing  falmadf  brwud  it  ihi  u- 
penaeHfTomHiIlaty." 

.  "And,  indeed.  Clerk,"  aiid  GrSF,  "I  have  anv 

'■    "  ^-—  -'—  ^  thai  he  k^l  too  niuch  coniHiij 
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mors  than  that  of  hia  more  ajted  coi — 
ard  Hiddlemsa  relumed  lo  hie  lodKingt 

TheneiC  morning  Richard  arose  with 
hia  nighl's  real  appeared  lo  have  had 
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a  Ihe  Grat  pertmi 
e  me  anitntu  wnourabU  ;  and  : 
Dpitialion  thsn  the  new  doll  witl 
d  her  would  have  been  accepted  a 
inrnrh^MIPrnfTenCE.  Henie  wa 
Eofunhin. 


, earratieed  person  has  been  a  &jend,  is  a 

aisle  of  pain,  and  the  aligbtesl  advance  of  her  friend 
and  proIectOT  wassufiict^nt  to  rei^n  all  her  childish 
confidence  end  al^lion. 

The  father  did  not  prove  more  inexorable  ihan 
Menie  had  done.  Hr.  Gray,  indeal,  thougbt  he  had 
good  reason  to  look  cold  upon  Richard  at  their  next 
meeting,  being  not  a  littlehunflilhoungrateliil  Ireat- 
ment  which  be  had  received  on  the  preceding  evening. 
But  Hiddlemai  disarmed  him  at  onoe,  by  frankly 
pleading  Ihal  he  had  suffered  his  mind  to  bo '--' 

10  share  theni 

condemned  hi... 

was,  he  acknowledged,  a  very  severe  blow;  and  il 
was  with  deep  Borrow  that  he  reflected,  ihal  the  irri- 
laiion  of  bis  diesppoiotmeni  had  led  hiiii  to  express 
himself  in  a  manner  far  sboil  of  ihc  respect  and 

every  action  of  bis  life.  Gideon,  propiiiaied  by  an 
admission  bo  candid,  and  made  wilh  to  much  humil- 
iiy,  readily  dismissed  hia  reaentmonu  and  kindly 
inquired  of  Richard,  whether  he  had  oesiowod  any 
reflecilon  upon  the  choice  of  profession  which  had 
been  aubjecled  to  him  ;  of^iing,  at  Ibo  eama  time,  to 

On  this  subject,  RJehatd  Middleniaa  anawcred  wiih 
the  nme  prompntude  and  candour,—"  He  bud,"  he 
•aid,  "in  order  lo  forming  hia  opinion  more  eafrly, 
consulied  with  his  fHend,  the  Town-clerk."  The 
Doctor  nodded  epprobation.  "Mr.  Lawfoid  had, 
indeed.,  been  moal  fhandly,  and  had  even  offered  to 
..I..  i.._  1—  t: 1  Office.    Bui  if  bis  father  --- ' 


m  Hillary  uf  youra;  hui  twenn  Ti 
d  tiol  compt  Dick  Middlema*."^ 

CHAPTER  111. 

id  when  Dr.  Gray  look  ta 


charge  hia  youthful  lodger  Richard  Uiddlaniai,  be 
received  proposals  from  the  fhenda  of  one  iiia 
Hartley,  lo  receive  him  also  as  an  apprentice.  Tb 
UA .k ,<■ .-ui.  r theEaf- 


n,  desired 


urgroaas  the  i 


his  landlord,  who  had  oftreilu 
ifc,  and  represented  a  docioim 
)f  person  to  whoae  advinlsaetiB 

_.  oat  teodily  appLed.   ,lbUlsinii 

and  Hartley  were  IhereforeaBsociaiea  m  thair  atnlie* 
la  winter  ibey  were  boarded  in  Kdmbar:^  hr  at- 
tending the  medical  cleases  which  were  DcoasMiyibr 
lakmg  their  degree.  Three  or  fouryeara  thnspuanl 
on,  and.  from  being  mere  boys,  the  iwo  medical  at 
piranta  shot  up  into  young  men,  who.  banc  both  viir 
good-looking,   well  dreaaed.  well  bred,   and  havm; 

importance  in  the  little  town  of  Mjddl«moi?  iJ^ 
there  was  scare?  any  thing  that  could  be  lermedin 


bellea 


acy,  a 


1  plenty. 


were  nli 
Each  of  tV  .„. 
though  ihe  young  i 
my  together, 


icid  liis  especial  partiaane !  i:; 
II  themselves  lived  in  tolenblt 

,..  jf'one'of  them,  without  at  ihe  Mm 
.oring  him  with,  and  asseriing  hit  aifi- 
riority  over  his  companion, 
""'-  were  gay,  fond  of  dancing,  and  eedulon  a:- 

ion  the  practteringi,  as  he  called  I)ia,if 

Hr.  M'Fittoch,  a  dancing-master,  U'hOiitineraUtt- 
atbabf 


I  afforded  the  youth  of  Middlen 


0  him  in  ihc  world,  (and 


nefil  oihis  i 

shilhngs  sterling.    On  ibeee  « 

_  —  Gray's  pupils  had   his 

Hartley  danced  witli  most  spirit 

belter  grace.    Mr.  H'Filloch  wc 

Richam  againai  ihe  coun(ry-sfd« 

iBgered  the  thing  dearest  to         .    . . 

lai  was  bti  kit,)  upon  hia  assured  superioiityj  bur 
e  admitted  Hartley  was  superior  to  him  in  hon- 

Ks.  jigs,  atrnthapeys.  and  reels. 
I  dress,  Hsrlley  was  moal  eipcnsive,  perbapi  bf. 
luse  his  fsltier  afforded  him  belter  means  of  beac 
3  1  bul  hia  clolhea  were  ndthei  so  laalefu]  irbts 
,.ew,  nor  so  well  preeervrd  when  ihey  b^an  to  gn* 
old,  as  ihoBsof  Richard  Middlemaik    Aclam  Hiitler     I 

niaaflne,  al  olher  times  raiher  aloveiJi.     ' 

former  occistons  looked  rolher  loo  cen- 


airuciiona, 

sDcb  a  daai .., ._..,  ..._  _  . 

mif^t  bj-WMJ-b*  be  of  some  use  to  Hr.  Gray  in 

boMMM^  would  greatly  overbalance  every  olher  con- 

■dantioD.    Such  a  course  of  education,  stid  such  a 

DS«  of prolessionsl  knowledge  when  he  had  acquired 

il,  would  be  a  greaier  spur  to  liia  industry,  than  the 

prospect  even  iHbecaming  Town-clerk  of  Middleman 

in  his  proper  person."  n  uie  lune. 

Aa  the  young  man  eipreaaed  il  to  be  hia  Rrm  and  In  their  persona  there  was  a  siil]  laoiv  stroajEii 
unallersble  choice  to  aludy  medicine  under  hia  guar-  marked  distinction.  Adam  Hartley  waa  full  ituddla 
dian,and  lo  remain  a  member  of  hia  family.  Dr.  Gray    size,  stout,  and  well  limbed  ;  and  an  open  EiifM 


larly  neat  and  well  dressed ;  while  at  the  aanii 

he  had  an  air  of  good -breeding,  which  made  ban 

sppear  always  ai  ease ;  so  thai  hia  dreaa,  whaltwiil 

waa,  aeemed  lo  bej' —  — ■■-•  ' "--  --  "--         — 
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much  as  Gray's  niodesiy  hitd  hint 
Shorlly  after,  when  Dr.  Gray  and  the  Tiyi 


.■,  oflhe 

:heDoc-  itself  among  cbestniit , 

learly  Mtroyed  (hem.    He  loved 

'~~  wreelling,  boxing,  tcaoi 


Saxon  mould,  riund 


illing,  boxiiig,  tcapinK  and  guartnalaff  and  bf 

led,  when  he  comd  obtam  baann,  theDulI^bait- 

lorlly  after,  when  Dr.  Gray  and  the  Town-clerk    logs  and  Ibal-ball  maichea,  by  whieb  the  borfb  ni 

al  (he  amall  club  of  tbe  burgh,  their  joinl  theme    sometimea 

Iha  aenae  and  attadineaa  of  Rii^ard  Hiddlemsa. !    Richard, 


ilchea,  br  whieb  tbt  bwgb  m 
dark,likahii*tkr 
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nnd  iinlhor,  wiih  high  feat  una,  bt-autifully  formed, 
hut  ex'nibitint;  soineiliiiit?  of  a  fijrcign  cliaraetrr  ;  and 
his  p;.'r3on  was  iJill  nnd^  slim,  tliou^li  muscular  and 
active.  Ilip  address  and  mannors  niufl  have  been 
natural  to  him.  for  ihcv  wiTr,  in  oJc^janr.'  and  casie. 
far  bt^vond  any  oxanjplt-  whirh  \u-  .ould  have  fjjund 
in  his  "native  htiri;h.  He  learn--  i  i!k;  use  of  the  small 
t^vviird  wliilo  in  Edinburgh,  and  ic)-)k  lessiH's  from  a 
neriorm.r  at  thf;  theatre,  wirh  ilie  pur{K)t!-'of  r-'fining 
•lis  inodf^ot*s[n;akini;.  Hobv-nni!^  also  an  amateur 
'f{  tiu-  drama,  re/uhirly  alti  iidintj  iht;  playhousi-.  and 
::5*!iinins?  the  T'Mti'ofa  critic  in  tlial  andnlher  iipitor 
vicpartnirnts  of  lili.Tature.  Tuj  fii'l  up  the  contrasi,  so 
far  as  taste  was  eoncern«'d.  itiehanl  was  a  clexti-rous 
and  successful  an;iler  Adam,  a  bold  '.ind  nnernnj; 
thot.  Their  cilori^  to  surjiafs  each  oilier  mHU|)pl\  in:; 
Dr.  Grnv's  table,  nMidered  his  house-kee[)in;4  mueh 
preferable  to  what  it  had  boi:n  on  fonu'-r  oeirasions  ; 
and,  besides,  small  presents  of  rt.«?h  ami  ^rane  are 
always  asroeablc  amnnL'st  tin*  inhabitant!*  of  a  eoun- 
iry  town,  and  eonlributed  to  incn-ase  the  popularity  of 
the  youne  Hporismen. 

Whilo  the  burj;  was  divid('<l,  ftir  lack  of  hiif.T  sub- 
ject of  tli«putaiion,  coneernim:  the  comparative  merits 
of  Dr.  Gray's  two  appieiiiii-fii,  he  hunsk:lf  was  somij- 
times  chown  the  nfi  re-.  But  in  this,  as  on  other 
mattera,  (he  Doctor  was  cautious.  Ili:  said  llie  lads 
were  both  good  lads,  and  woidd  be  usoful  men  in  the 
profession,  if  their  heads  wi-re  not  trarriod  with  the 
notice  which  the  foolish  people  of  tiii-  burL]:h  took  of 
them,  and  the  parties  of  nlea^uro  th.ii  wern  si>  ofien 
taking  them  away  from  tliinr  husine-^s.  >«'o  doubt  it 
was  natural  for  iiim  to  \W\  more  confidence  in  Hart- 
ley, who  came  of  krnM  fulk,  and  wa.-*  very  near  as 
good  as  a  born  Scotsman.  IJui  if  he  did  feel  such  a 
partiality,  he  blamed  hmiself  for  it,  since  lln' stranger 
child,  so  oddly  east  npon  bis  hands,  had  peculiar 
goofi  right  to  smrh  r.iatronai;e  and  atlection  as  he  had 
to  bestow  ;  and  tndy  the  yiunu:  man  himself  sjeemed 
^r)  "rateful,  that  it  was  nnpossibji.-  lor  him  to  hinttiie 
slightest  wish,  that  Dick  Middlemas  di'i  not  hasten 
to  ex«?<:ule. 

There  were  ju-rsons  in  tin-  bur^ii  of  Miildiemas  who 
were  indiscreet  en-)Ui;h  to  siippo-j  that  Miss  3lj»nie 
must  be  a  better  jiidi.',e  than  any  other  [mtsou  of  the 
comparative  merits  of  these  accomplishcii  personau'es. 
respecting  which  the  public  opinion  w.is  gen<-rally 
divided.  IS'o  one  even  of  her  greate-l  intimates  ven- 
tured to  put  the  question  to  her  in  precise  terms  ;  but 
her  conduct  w.is  narrowly  ob^fcrved,  and  the  critics 
remarked,  that  to  \.dam  Hartley  her  attentimr;  were 
civL-n  more  freelv  and  frankly.  She  laui^liL-d  with 
nim,  chatt'd  with  him,  and  danced  with  him ;  whii-' 
to  f)iok  ■MMdl'.in.i:!  hi.r  conduct  was  more  sliv  and 
distant.  The  premise-s  st-cmed  certain,  but  the  pub- 
lic; were  divided  in  the  coiicluf-ions  which  were  to  be 
drawn  from  them. 

It  was  not  |Missib!e  lor  the  youiiff  men  to  be  the 
subject  of  yiieh  disiiissions  without  being  serisilde 
that  they  existed ;  and  thus  contrasted  t{);;cth<!r  by 
the  little  jsuci'ty  m  which  tln-y  moved,  they  mu.si 
have  bei-n  made  of  better  than  ordinary  clay,  if  they 
had  not  them-elves  entr-red  by  dr'grees  into  llie  spirit 
of  the  e-onfroverr-y,  and  considen'd  themselves  as 
rivals  for  public  applause. 

Xor  is  it  U)  be  forjrotlen,  that  M:nie  CIray  was  by 
this  lime  shot  up  iti'o  one  (*{  the  prettiest  yount; 
woiiK-n,  not  of  Middl"ina,s  only,  but  of  the  wlnde 
eountv,  in  w^iich  t'n:  litrlr  burgh  is  situated.  Thia 
indo'd,  had  been  .'*ett!tKi  bv  evidence,  whifdi  eouln 
not  !)•  e^-r*  eineil  shtfrt  of  decisive.  At  the  lime  of 
the  r^iocs.  tiure  were  usually  a>sembli*d  in  the  bnrgh 
.-oTie  eompiny  of  the  higher  ollls^e.s  frjini  the  country 
nronnd,  and  many  of  the  sober  burghers  mended 
their  iriivjfn-s,  by  Lttini;  their  a;iartment<».  or  takiim 
in  I  >d  -''.-rs  of  nun  lit  v  for  th-  bu^'V  week.  All  the  rural 
thane~s  and  ilianessis  at  ti^nded  tui  these  oi-easions  ; 
nnd  sijfdi  was  the  numb(;r  of  <  ocked  hats  and  silken 
trains,  that  the  lit*ie  t:»wn  s  ■  sued  f«"»r  n  time  totally 
to  have  cliang*d  it:?  inhabitants.  On  this  occasion, 
persons  of  a  errlain  quality  ojily  were  pormifte*!  to 
attend  uD-m  tin-  niudiily  balls  which  were  given  in 
the  old  Townhouse,  and  the  line  of  di^iinciion  ex- 
cluded Mr.  '  Jray's  Ja-nilv. 

4W 


The  aristocracy,  liowever,  used  their  privileges 
with  some  feelings  of  deference  to  the  native  beaux 
and  belles  of  the  bur^h,  who  were  thus  doomed  to 
hear  the  fiddles  nightly,  without  being  permitted  to 
dance  to  them.  One  evening  in  the  race- week, 
termed  the  Hunters'  Ball,  v/as  «ledicatwi  to  general 
amusement,  and  liberated  froni  the  usual  restrictions 
of  etiqiierte.  On  this  occasion  all  the  respectable 
families  in  the  town  were  invited  to  share  the  amuse- 
ment of  i!ie  evening,  and  to  wonder  at  the  linery, 
and  be  '.;rateful  for  iheciindescension,  of  their  betters. 
This  was  es;ieeially  tin;  case  with  ihe  females,  for  the 
number  of  invitations  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  town 
was  much  more  limited.  Xow,  at  this  general  mus- 
t-.r,  till- beauty  of  Miss  (Cray's  face  and  persoti  had 
placr^l  hi  r,  in  the  opinion  of  all  competent  judges, 
decid'.'dly  at  the  bear!  of  all  the  belles  present,  saving 
thus*.'  with  whom,  according  to  the  ideas  of  the 
dace,  it  wouli'i  h.irdly  have  been  decent  to  compare 
ler. 

TliL-  r.aird  of  the  ancient  and  distinguished  house 
of  l^o'i;'('nii'  iiilii  did  ni)i  bei-itate  to  engage  her 
hand  during  ih  ■  '.Tiater  part  of  iheev(>ning;  and  his 
moth'.r,  renowned  for  her  stern  assertion  of  the 
distinctions  of  rank,  placed  the  little  pl»:beian  be- 
side her  at  supper,  and  was  heard  to  say,  that  the 
surue<)fi's  daiiL;ht"r  behaved  very  prettily  indeetl,  and 
s  emed  to  kiiow  perfecilv  well  where  and  what  she 
was.  As  for  ihi'  young  Laird  himself,  he  capered  so 
high,  and  laiii^hetj  so  iiproarii»u.*lv.  as  to  give  rise  to  a 
rumour,  that  he  was  nu.iiied  to  ''  choot  madly  from  his 
sphere."  and  to  ci)nv(  it  rio  village  Doctor's  daughter 
inli)  a  lady  of  his  own  ancirni  name. 

Durin-j;  this  memorable  evening,  Middlema.s.  and 
Haril^oy.  who  had  founrl  ri)om  in  the  music  t'allcry, 
witiif  ^■'-  !  the  S'j'ene,  and,  as  it  would  .s«em.  with 
very  (!iir-r.nl  fiTl:ntt>-  Harllvy  was  evidently  an- 
noved  bv  the  exce.-s  of  atienii«)n  which  the  valiant 
I.aird  of  Loup-):;!inght,  siimulaftd  by  the  influence 
i.»f  a  couple  of  bottle.-  of  el. -i ret,  and  oy  the  presence 
of  a  partnei-  wno  oaiieed  remarkably  well,  paid  to 
Miss  ."\Ienit;  (iray.    He  -^aw  from  hi^.  lofty  stand  all 

■■  of  ualla 
feeliiiTS  of   a    r.Miiislurig 

feast  whic!]  he  i-i  not  |>ermitied  to  .''hare,  and  re- 
:;ardefi  evi-ry  <'xrraordinary  frisk  of  the  iovial  Laird, 
a-,  liu-  same  mi'^lit  have  bet^n  looked  upon  by  a 
•jo'iiy  p-rs.m.  who  apprehended  that  the  dignitary 
was  about  to  descend  on  his  toes.  At  length,  unable 
to  restraiii  iiis  emotion,  he  left  the  gallery  and  re- 
tunu=d  no  more. 

I'ai  diir.n;!!?  v-a-f.  th-;  dtjineanour  of  Middlcmas. 

!L>  seemed  gratiMe^i  and  elevated  by  the  attention 
wb.ich  was  :_':k rally  paid  to  Miss  (iray,  and  by  the 
admiration  f-'.v.-  excitnl.  On  the  valiant  Laird  of 
Li'ipon';  U'l;;  !i:-lookfl  with  indescribabh;  contempt, 
and  amus-d  i.i:Ms<df  with  pointing  out  to  the  burgh 
dancinc-mas»»r,  who  acle<i  jjro  tcmpurt  as  one  of 
the  band.  ti>"  frolicsomi;  bounds  und  pirouette:),  in 
w'liitdi  i.;nl  \». tirtiiy  displayi:d  a  great  deal  more  of 
vi-:o;!r  than  >.i  ;iracr. 

•'  ihit  ; ' •  .-•!). -wldnM  huL-di  eae  loud.  Master  Dick," 
said  tin-  master  of  c:apcrs ;  "he  liasna  had  the  ad- 
van '.lije  of  a  r- ;j1  irraeefu'  teacher,  as  ye  have  had; 
and  (roth,  if  he  livied  to  tak  some  lessonst^  1  think  I 
coidd  nirilie  i\Mi\c  hand  of  his  feet,  for  he  is  a  eouple 
cliirdd.  •  !iil  ins  a  gallant  instep  of  his  ainj  and  sic  a 
l.-;<-i  d  hat  hasua  been  seen  on  the  causeway  of  Mid- 
dleinas  tiii**  n::iMV  a  day.— Ve  are  standing;  laughing 
fhitre.  Dick  Miiidlenias;  I  wiuild  have  you  be  sure 
he  does  not  eitt  you  otil  with  your  bonny  partner 
yo nd(  r.'' 

'•  He  be !"'  Middlemas  was  beginning  a  sen- 
tence whii'Ii  could  not  havi?  concluded  with  strict 
attention  ti>  proF»riety,  when  the  master  of  the  band 
sunmionixl  MTittoch  to  his  post,  by  the  followins 
ireful  expostulation  : — "  What  are  ve  about,  sir  7 
Mind  your  bow-hand.  How  the  d»;il  d'ye  think 
thr-'i'  fiddles  is  to  keep  down  a  bass,  if  yin  o'  them 
Htauds  girninc:  and  gabbling  as  ye' re  doing?  Play 
u)),  sir '" 


the  dumb  sho- .  of  ^'iillantry,  with  tin    comfortable 

ig   creature    looking   upon  a 


c 


Dick  .Middleina.s,  thus  nniueed  to  silenee,  con- 
timuirl,  friiin  his  lofty  station.  like  one  of  the  gods  of 
the  Epicureans,  to  survey  what  passed  below,  with- 


TALES  Oh'  M^    L.\NDLORD. 


[Chap  IV 


CFIAPTKR  IV. 

Now  hold  liiy  tnnL'UP,  Billy  Knwirk,  \\c  Mid.  [ 

or  poac«ful  talkinK  Itti  ine  be  ;  I 

But  ir  tiiDU  art  a  ninn,  aa  1  think  thou  art. 

Come  owor  ihe  dyke  and  Afhl  with  mo  [ 

Border  Mlnsireity  \ 

On  ilic  morniiif;  nftor  this  KJiy  rvciiing,  the  two 
voun^  rnen  wfjro  InbouriiiR  tojjetliJT  in  n  plot  of 
i^rourid  bf'liind  Sti-vrnlaw's  Land,  winch  ilie  Doctor 
had  runvorred  into  a  K^rdcii.  where  he  rujst^l,  with  a 
vjew  to  nhnnnacy  qh  well  as  iKiranv,  sonir  ranj 
pluntj«,  winch  <ihtaincd  the  pla«'c  from  the  vnluar  the 
somidin^?  nanic  of  the  l*hv!*ic  (iardi?ri.*  Mr.  (tni\'s 
pupils  readily  complied  with  his  wishes,  that  tliev 
would  fake.  Homij  care  of  this  favonrito  snot,  to  which 
both  «i>ntrilinted  thi-ir  labours,  after  which  Harricy 
usttl  to  dev«)tc  himself  to  the  cujtivatiiin  of  the  kitchien 
Karden,  whii-h  hi;  had  rai.<<<*<l  into  this  respectability 
from  a  spot  not  excelling  it  common  kail-vard,  while 
Richard  Middlemua  did  his  utmost  to  decorate  with 
flowers  and  shrubs  a  sort  of  arbour,  iiNually  called 
Mu's  Menie's  bower. 

At  prc.Httit,  they  were  both  in  the  botanic  patch  of 
the  garden,  when  Dick  Middlcmas  asked  Hartley 
whv  he  had  left  the  ball  so  smm  the  evening  before^ 

"I  shonld  rather  ask  you,*'  said  Hartley,  "what 
plea.Tiure  yon  folt  in  staying  there  ?— I  tell  you.  Dick, 
It  is  a  shabby  low  place  thjs  Middlemas  of  ours.  In 
the  ?>mnllest  ImrRn  in  Kiiuland,  tvery  decent  free- 
holder would  have  been  askeil  if  the  Member  ^jave  a 
ball." 

"  What,  Hanlev!"  said  his  companion,  "are  you. 
of  all  men.  a  candidate  for  the  honour  of  mixing  with 
lh<;  first  born  of  the  earth  ?  Mercy  on  us  I  H«)w 
will  canny  IS'orthumberland  (throwma  a  true  north- 
ern accent  on  the  letter  R,)  acquit  hini!«elf  ?  Mt  thinks 
1  sec  till  e  in  ihvpea-*;re<'n  suit,  danciuj;  a  jii:  with  the 
Honourable  Miss  Matldie  MacFudseon.  wliiJo  chiefs 
and  thanes  around  lau^h  as  they  would  do  at  a  Iior 
in  armour!" 

"  You  don't,  or  perhaps  you  won't,  understand  me, ' 
Baid  Hartley.  '*  I  am  not  .such  a  fool  as  to  desire  to 
be  hail-fclhw- well-met  with  these  fine  folki*— I  care 
as  I: I  lie  for  ilicm  as  tii.iv  do  for  me.  But  as  ihry  do 
not  choo.se  to  ask  us  to  dance,  i  don't  see  what  busi- 
ness they  have  with  our  partners." 

"  Partner-',  said  you  !''  answered  "MidHlomo.H  ;  '*  I 
don't  tliink  Mi.nio  is  very  often  yours." 

"  As  often  as  J  ask  her."  answered  Hartley,  rather 
haughtily. 

"  Av  7  Indeed  ?— I  did  not  think  that.— And  hang 
me,  il'I  think  so  vet,*'  said  Middlemas.  with  the  same 
sarcrt-stic  tone.  "  I  tell  thee.  Adam,  1  will  bet  you  a 
bowl  of  punch,  that  Miss  Gray  will  not  dance  with 
ou  the  next  time  you  ask  her.  All  i  stipulate,  is  to 
now  the  day." 

"  1  will  lay  no  bets  abo\it  Miss  Gray,"  said  Hart- 
ley; "  her  father  is  niv  master,  and  I  am  obli>n:>d  to 
him— I  ibink  I  should  act  verv  scurvily,  if  I  wore  to 
make  her  the  aabject  of  any  idle  debate  betwixt  you 
and  me." 

"  Very  fight,"  replied  Middlemas  ;  "  vou  should 
finish  one  quarrel  before  you  begin  another.  Pray, 
aaddle  your  pony,  ride  up  to  the  gate  of  1..oupon- 
heicht  Castle,  an(I  defy  the  Baron  to  mortal  combat, 
for  navinr;  presumed  to  touch  the  fair  hand  of  Menio 
Gray." 

"  I  wish  you  would  leave  Miss  Gray's  name  out  of 
the  question,  and  take  your  defiances  to  your  fine 
fiolks  in  your  own  name,  and  see  what  they  will  say 
to  the  surgeon's  apprentice." 

**  Sneak  for  yourselC  if  you  please,  Mr.  Adam  Hart- 
ley. I  was  not  born  a  down,  like  some  folks,  and 
■nould  can  little,  if  I  saw  it  fiL  to  talk  lo  the  best  of 
tiiem  at  the  ordmary,  and  make  myself  understood 

100." 

**  Ymj  lik^,"  anaw«red  Hartley,  losing  patience ; 
*  lbs  BolBle  CMndn  is  M  lamtd  by  tin  vBlfar  of  Edinborgh. 


"  yon  are  one  of  themsc'lvi:.«,  you  know— MiddiemM 
of  that  Ilk.' 

"  Vou  scoundrel !"  said  Richard,  advancmg  on  lun 
m  fury,  his  taunting  humour  entirely  changed  in<fl 
rage. 

Stand  back,"  said  Hartley,  "  or  you  will  come  by 
the  worst;  if  you  will  break  rude  jests,  you  musipu 
up  with  rough  answers." 

"  I  will  have  t-utisfaction  for  this  insult,  by  H«- 
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"  Whv,  St)  you  shall,  if  you  insist  on  it,"  «aid  Har. 
ley :  "  but  better,  I  tliink,  to  say  no  more  about  liir 
matter.  We  have  both  spoken  what  would  hau 
been  better  left  un>ai'l.  I  was  in  the  wnmn  to  ssv 
what  I  Slid  to  you.  although  you  did  provoke iTMr- 
And  now  I  have  given  vou  as  much  satisfaction  u  a 
reapionable  innri  can  ask." 

"Sir,"  ri;p'ated  Middleman  "tht  saii*.  faction  which 
I  deiuand,  is  that  of  a  gentleman— the  Doctor  o&i  i 
pair  of  nistols," 

"  And  a  pair  of  mortars  also,  winch  art!  heartlya' 
your  service,  gentleman,"  said  Mr.  Gray,  cominxfci- 
ward  from  beliind  a  yew  hed;^i',  where  he  had  li«ienta 
to  the  whole  or  jrreater  part  of  this  difjiute.  ".\  fioi 
story  it  would  be  of  my  apprentices  s^hootiniE  (=ad> 
other  with  niy  own  pistol.« !  Let  inc  st«  tilherof  yoa 
fit  to  trtut  a  gunshot  wound,  bcfone  you  think  of  in- 
flicting one.  Go.  vi)u  are  both  very  lotdish  buy*  pm 
I  ran  no  I  takp  it  kind  of  either  ot  you  to  brinij  il> 
name  of  mv  daughter  into  such  disputes  a«  tne^. 
Hark  ye.  lads,  vo  both  owe  me,  I  (hiuK,  some  porttuo 
of  n  spect,  and  even  of  gratitude — it  will  be  a  pax 
retjirn,  if,  insteail  of  living  quietly  with  thif  poer 
moilierlcjs  jiirl,  like  brothers  with  n  sist*  r,  you  sboul: 
obhce  me  to  increasie  my  expenw,  and  abndge  my 
comfort,  by  sending  my  child  from  mc,  for  the  fr» 
mouths  that  you  arc  lo  remain  here.  I^t  iiie  see 
you  shake  hands,  and  let  us  have  no  niopj;  ot  ih*.- 
nonsense." 

While  their  master  spoke  in  this  manner,  both  thi 
yoiine  men  stood  before  hini  in  thi;  uttiiudf  of  fell- 
con  vlcted  criminals.  At  the  conclusion  of  thitf  r^vk*-. 
Hartley  turned  frank  I  v  nuind,  and  ufl'cred  his  hard 
to  his  roinpanion,  who  accef-ted  it,  but  after  a  nvr 
ineni's  In  sitafion.  There  was  nothing  further  paf>e«o 
on  the  subject,  but  the  lads  never  resuii)t<l  the  utite 
sort  of  intimacy  which  had  existed  betwixt  them  la 
their  earlier  actiuaintance.  On  the  contrarv.  avoid- 
ing ever>-  connexion,  not  absolutely  requiri-d'  b>  thw 
situation,  and  abridging  as  much  as  possible  even 
their  indispensable  intercourse  in  professional  nut- 
ters, they  stHi'med  as  much  estranged  from  eachoiijff 
as  two  persons  residing  in  the  same  small  house bui 
the  means  of  being. 

As  for  Mcnie  Grajr,  her  father  did  not  appear  to  en- 
tertain the  least  anxictv  uiKtn  her  account,  although 
from  hvs  frequent  ana  almost  daily  al>sence  ux>qi 
home,  she  was  exposed  lo  constant  intercourse  nth 
two  handsome  young  men,  both,  it  might  be  sup- 
posed, ambitious  of  pleasing  her  more  than  mwt 
parents  would  have  detmecf  entirely  prudent.  Nor 
was  Nurse  Jamieson.^her  menial  situation,  and  ber 
excessive  partiality  for  her  foster-son,  considered- 
altogether  such  a  matron  as  could  afTord  her  prot«c 
tion.  Gideon,  however,  knew  that  his  daughter  poi- 
seased,  in  its  fullest  extent,  the  upright  "and  purf 
integrity  of  his  own  character,  and  tliat  never  father 
had  less  reason  to  apprehend  that  a  daughter  riioold 
deceive  his  confidence :  and,  justly  secure  of  her  prok- 
ciples,  he  overlooked  the  danger  to  which  heezpoMd 
her  feelings  and  affections. 

The  intercourse  betwixt  Menie  and  the  voungmfn 
seemed  now  of  a  guarded  kind  on  all  sides.  Their 
meeting  was  only  at  meals,  and  Miss  Gray  wai  »i 
pains,  perhaps  by  her  father's  recommendation,  to 
treat  them  with  the  same  degree  of  attention.  This, 
however,  was  no  easy  matter ;  for  Hartley  berimr 
so  retiring,  cold,  and  formal,  that  it  was  impossible 
for  her  to  sustain  any  prolonged  intercourse  with  him : 
whereas  Middlemas,  perfectly  at  his  ease,  susiained 
his  part  as  formerlyupon  all  occationa  that  occurmi 
and  without  appearing  to  press  his  intimacy  bmAi' 
ously,  seemed  nevertheless  to  retain  the  oompfete 
possession  of  it. 
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Tho  time  drew  niffh  at  length  when  the  young 
men,  freed  from  the  engagements  of  their  indentureSf 
mast  look  to  play  their  own  independent  part  in  the 
world.  Mr.  Gray  informed  Richvd  Middlemaa  that 
he  had  written  preaaingly  upon  the  subject  to  Mon- 
ftda,  and  that  more  than  onoe^  but  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived an  answer ;  nor  did  he  presume  to  oner  his 
own  advice,  until  the  pleasure  of  his  grandfather 
should  be  known.  Richard  seemed  to  endure  this 
suspense  with  more  patience  than  the  Doctor  thought 
belonged  naturally  to  his  character.  He  asked  no 
qoesdons— stated  no  conjectures— showed  no  anxiety, 
out  seemed  to  await  with  patience  the  turn  which 
events  should  take.  "My  young  gentleman,"  thouxht 
Mr.  Gray.  '  has  other  fixed  on  some  course  in  his 
own  mind,  or  he  is  about  to  be  more  tractsbte  than 
somepoints  of  his  character  have  led  me  to  expect." 

In  uict,  Richard  had  made  an  experiment  on  this 
inflexible  relative,  by  sending  Mr.  Mon9ada  a  letter 
M  of  duty,  and  affection,  and  gratitude,  desiring  to 
be  permitted  to  correspond  with  him  in  person,  and 
promising  to  be  guided  in  everv  particular  by  his  will. 
The  answer  to  this  appeal  was  his  own  letter  returned, 
with  a  note  from  the  oankers  whose  cover  had  been 
oaed.  saying,  that  any  future  attempt  to  intrude  on 
Ut.  Mon9ada,  would  put  a  final  period  to  their  re- 
mittancea. , 

While  things  were  in  this  situation  in  Stevenlaw*s 
Land,  Adam  Hartley  one  evening,  contrary  to  his 
custom  for  several  months,  sought  a  private  inter- 
view with  his  fellow-apprentice.  He  found  him  in 
the  little  arbour,  and  could  not  omit  observing,  that 
Dick  Middlemaa,  on  his  appearance,  shoved  into  his 
bosom  a  small  packet,  as  if  afraid  of  its  being  seen, 
and  snatching  up  a  hoe,  began  to  work  with  great 
devotion,  like  one  who  wished  to  have  it  thought  that 
DIB  whole  soul  was  in  his  occupation. 

I' I  wished  to  speak  with  you,  Mr.  Middlemaa," 
said  Hartley ;  "  but  I  fear  I  interrupt  you." 

"  Not  in  the  least,"  said  the  other,  laying  down  his 
hoe;  "I  was  only  scratching  up  the  weeds  which 
the  late  showers  have  made  rush  up  so  numerously. 
I  am  at  your  service." 

Hartley  proceeded  to  the  arbour,  and  seated  him- 
self. Richard  imitated  his  example,  and  seemed  to 
wait  for  the  proposed  communication. 

**  I  have  had  an  interesting  communication  with 
Mr.  Grav" — said  Hartley,  ana  there  stopped,  like  one 
who  finds  himself  entenng  upon  a  difficult  task. 

"  I  hope  the  explanation  has  been  satisfactory  ?" 
said  Middlemaa. 

'*  You  shall  judge.— Doctor  Gray  was  pleased  to 
say  something  to  me  very  civil  about  my  proficiency 
m  the  duties  of  our  profession  s  and,  to'  my  great 
astonishment,  asked  me,  whether,  as  he  was  now 
becoming  old,  I  had  any  pardcular  objection  to  con- 
tinue in  my  present  situation,  but  vrith  some  pecu- 
niary advantages,  for  two  yean  longer;  at  the  end 
of  which  he  promised  to  me  that  I  should  enter  into 
partnerahip  with  him." 

"  Mr.  Gray  is  an  undoubted  judge,"  said  Middle- 
mas,  "  what  person  will  best  suit  nim  as  a  profas* 
sbnal  assistant  The  business  may  be  worth  2002. 
a-year,  and  an  active  assistant  mwht  go  nigh  to 
double  it,  by  riding  Strath-Devan  and  the  Carae.  No 
great  subject  for  division  after  all,  Mr.  Hartley." 

" But,'^continuBd  Hartley,  "that is  not  all.  The 
Doctor  says— he  proposes— in  short,  if  I  can  render 
myself  agreeable,  m  the  course  of  these  two  yearsi  to 
Miss  Menie  Gray,  he  proposes,  that  when  they 
terminate,  I  should  become  his  son  as  well  aa  his 
partner." 

As  he  spoke,  he  kept  his  eye  fixed  on  Richard's 
lace,  which  was  for  a  moment  strongly  agitated ;  but 
tnacantly  recovering,  he  anawered,  in  a  tone  where 
Pii^ne  and  offended  pride  vainly  endeavoured  to  dis- 
use themselves  unoer  an  afiectation  of  indifierence^ 

Well,  Master  Adam,  I  cannot  but  wish  you  joy  of 
the  patriarchal  arrangement.  You  have  served  five 
yesra  for  a  professional  diploma— a  sort  of  Leah,  that 
privilege  of  kiiQing  and  cunns.  Now  you  begin  a  new 
course  of  servinioe  for  a  lovely  Rachael.  Undoubtedly 
~*perhaps  it  is  rude  in  me  to  aak— but  undoubtedly 
you  have  accepted  ao  flattering  an  arrangement  ?" 


"  You  cannot  but  recollect  there  was  a  condition 
annexed,"  said  Hartley,  gravely. 

"  That  of  rendering  yourself  acoepuble  to  a  girl  you 
have  known  for  so  many  yean?  said  Middlemas, 
with  a  half-suppressed  sneer.  "  No  great  difficulty 
in  that,  I  should  think,  for  such  a  person  as  Mr. 
Hartley,  with  Doctor  Gray's  favour  to  back  him.  No, 
no— there  could  be  no  great  obstacle  there." 

"Both you  and  I  know  the  contrary,  Mr.  Middle- 
mas," said  Hartley,  very  seriously. 

"  I  know  ?— How  should  I  know  any  thing  more 
than  yourself  about  the  stote  of  Miss  Gray's  inclina- 
tions T  said  Middlemas.  "  I  am  sure  we  have  had 
equal  access  to  know  them." 

"  Perhaps  so ;  but  some  know  better  how  to  avail 
themselves  of  opportunities.  Mr.  Middlemas,  I  have 
long  suspected  that  you  have  had  the  iuMtimabie 
advantage  of  possessing  Miss  Gray's  affectiona, 
and" 

"  1 7"— interrupted  Middlemas ;  "  you  an  jesting, 
or  you  are  jealous.  You  do  yourself  less,  and  me 
more,  than  justice ;  but  the  compliment  is  so  great, 
that  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  mistake." 

"That  you  may  know,"  answered  Hartley,  "I  do 
not  speak  either  by  guess,  or  from  what  you  call 
jealousy,  I  tell  you  frankly,  that  Menie  Grav  herself 
told  me  the  state  of  her  anections.  I  naturaily  com- 
municated to  her  the  diacourse  I  had  with  her  &ther. 
I  told  her  I  was  but  too  well  convinced  that  at  the 

E resent  moment  I  did  not  possess  that  interest  in  her 
eart,  which  alone  might  entitle  me  to  requeet  her 
acquiescence  in  the  views  which  her  father's  good- 
ness held  out  to  me ;  but  I  entreated  her  not  at  once 
to  decide  against  me,  but  give  me  an  opportunity  to 
make  way  in  her  aflectiona,  if  possible,  trusting  that 
time,  and  the  aervices  which  1  should  render  to  her 
fiither,  might  have  an  ultimate  effect  in  my  favour." 

"A  most  natural  and  modest  request  But  what 
did  the  young  lady  say  in  reply  1" 

"  She  is  a  noble-hearted  girl,  Richard  Middlemaa ; 
and  for  her  frankness  alone,  even  without  her  beauty 
and  her  good  sense,  deserves  an  emperor.  I  cannot 
express  the  graceful  modesty  with  which  she  told 
me,  that  ahe  knew  too  well  the  kindliness,  as  she 
was  pleased  to  call  it,  of  my  heart,  to  expoae  me  to 
the  protracted  pain  of  an  unrequited  pasabn.  She 
candidly  informed  me  that  ahe  had  been  long 
engaged  to  you  in  secret— that  you  had  exchanged 
portraits;— and  though  without  her  father's  consent 
she  would  never  become  yours,  yet  she  felt  it  impos- 
sible that  she  should  ever  so.fiur  change  her  senti* 
menta  as  to  afford  the  moat  distant  prospect  of  sue* 
cess  to  another." 

"Upon  my  word,"  said  Middlemas,  "she  has  been 
extremely  candid  indeed,  and  I  am  very  much  obuged 
to  her!" 

"And  upon  my  honest  word,  Mr.  Middlemas," 
returned  Hartler,  "You  do  Miss  Gray  the  greatest 
injustice— nay,  you  are  ungratefrd  to  her,  if  you  are 
displeased  at  her  making  this  declaration.  She  loves 
you  aa  a  woman  loves  the  firat  object  of  her  anecoon 
—she  loves  you  better"—  He  stopped,  and  Middla> 
maa  completed  the  sentence.  ,    . 

"Better than  I  deserve,  perhaps?— Faith,  it  may 
well  be  BO,  and  I  love  her  dearly  in  return.  But  after 
all,  you  know,  the  aecret  was  mine  as  well  as  hera. 
and  it  would  have  been  better  that  ahe  hadoonsulted 
me  before  making  it  public."  .     ..... 

"  Mr.  Middlemas,''^said  Hartley  earnestly,  "if  the 
least  of  this  feeling,  on  your  part,  arises  from  the  ap- 
prehension that  your  aecret  is  less  safe  because  it  is 
m  my  keeping,  I  can  assure  you  that  auch  la  my 
grateml  sense  of  Miss  Gray's  goodness,  in  commum- 
catinsL  to  aave  me  pain,  an  annir  of  such  delicacy  to 
heradf  and  you,  that  wild  horses  should  tear  me  limb 
from  limb  before  they  forced  a  word  of  it  from  my 
lips." 

"Nay,  nay,  my  dear  friend/'  said  Middlemas,  with 
a  frankness  of  manner  indicating  a  cordiauty  that 
had  not  existed  between  them  for  some  ume,  you 
must  allow  me  to  be  a  tittle  jealous  in  my  mm. 
Your  true  lover  cannot  have  a  title  to  the  name, 
unless  he  be  sometimes  unreaaonable;  and  some- 
how, it  seems  odd  she  should  have  chosen  for  a  con- 
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fldant  one  whom  I  have  often  thought  a  fonnidable 
rival ;  and  yet  I  am  so  fkr  from  being  displeaaed,  that 
I  do  not  know  that  the  dear  sensible  girl  coald  after 
all  have  made  a  better  choice.  It  is  time  that  the 
foolish  coldness  between  us  should  be  ended,  as  vou 
must  be  sensible  that  its  real  cause  lay  in  our  rivalry. 
I  have  much  need  of  good  advice,  ana  who  can  give 
it  to  me  better  than  the  old  companion,  whose  sound- 
ness of  judgment  I  have  always  envied,  even  when 
some  injudicious  friends  have  given  mc  credit  for 
quicker  parts  ? 

Hartley  accepted  Richard's  proffered  hand,  but 
without  any  of  the  bouyancy  of  spirit  with  which  it 
was  offereo. 

,  "  I  do  not  intend,"  he  said,  "  to  remain  maoy  days 
in  (his  place,  perhaps  not  very  many  hours.  But  if,  m 
the  mean  while,  I  can  benefit  you,  by  advice  or  other- 
wiae,  you  mav  fully  command  mc.  It  is  the  only 
mode  m  which  I  can  be  of  service  to  Menie  Gray." 

"Love  my  mistress,  love  me ;  a  happy  pendant  to 
the  old  proverb.  Love  me,  love  my  dog.  Well,  then, 
for  Menie  Gray's  sake,  if  not  for  Dick  Middlemas's, 
(plague  on  that  vulgar  tell-tale  name,)  will  you,  that 
are  a  stander-by,  tell  us  who  are  the  unlucky  players, 
what  you  think  of  this  game  of  ours  ?" 

"  How  can  you  ask  such  a  question,  when  the  field 
lies  so  fair  before  you  ?  I  am  sure  that  Dr.  Gray 
would  retain  you  as  his  assistant  upon  the  same 
terms  which  he  proposed  to  me.  You  are  the  better 
match,  in  all  worldly  respects,  for  his  daughter,  hav- 
ing some  capital  to  Se^n  the  world  with."^ 

All  true— but  methmks  Mr.  Gray  has  showed  no 
great  predilection  for  me  in  this  matter." 

"If  he  has  done  injustice  to  your  mdispatable 
merit,"  said  Hartley  dryly,  "the  preference  of  his 
daughter  has  more  tlian  atoned  for  it." 

"Unauestionably;  and  dearly,  therefore,  do  I  love 
her :  otherwise,  Adam,  I  am  not  a  person  to  grasp 
at  the  leavines  of  other  people." 

"Richard,"  replied  Hartley,  "that  pride  of  yours, 
if  you  do  not  check  it,  will  render  you  both  ungrate- 
ful and  miserable.  Mr.  Gray's  ideas  are  most 
friendly.  He  told  me  plainly,  that  his  choice  of  me 
as  an  assistant,  and  as  a  member  of  his  family,  had 
been  a  long  time  balanced  by  his  early  affection  for 
you,  until  he  thoufriit  he  had  remarked  in  you  a  deci- 
sive discontent  with  such  limited  prospects  as  his  ofier 
contained,  and  a  desire  to  go  abroad  into  the  world, 
And  push,  as  it  is  called,  your  fortune.  He  said,  that 
although  it  was  very  probable  that  you  might  love 
his  daughter  well  enough  to  relinquish  these  ambi- 
tious ideas  for  her  sake,  yet  the  demons  of  Ambition 
and  Avarice  would  return  after  the  exerciser  Love 
bad  exhausted  the  force  of  his  spells,  and  then  he 
thought  he  would  have  just  reason  to  be  an^jous  for 
his  daughter's  happiness." 

"  By  my  faith,  the  worthy  senior  speaks  scholarly 
and  wisely,"  answered  Richard—"  I  did  not  think  he 
had  been  so  clear-sighted.  To  say  the  truth,  but  for 
the  beautiful  Menie  Gray,  I  should  feel  like  a  mill 
horse,  walking  my  daily  round  in  thia  dull  country, 
while  other  gay  rovers  are  trying  how  the  world  will 
receive  them.    For  instance,  where  do  you  yourself 

"A  cousin  of  my  mother's  commands  a  ship  in  the 
Company's  service.  I  intend  to  go  with  him  as  sur- 
geon 8  mate.  If  t  bke  the  sea  service,  I  will  continue 
m  It  i  if  not,  I  will  enter  some  other  hne."  This  Hart- 
ley said  with  a  sigh. 

"To India!"  answered  Richard;  "happy  dog— to 
India !    You  may  well  bear  with  equanimity  an  dis- 

Kpointments  sustained  on  this  skie  of  the  glooe.  Oh, 
}lhi !  oh,  Golconda !  have  your  names  no  power  to 
conjure  down  idle  recollections  1— India,  where  gold  is 
won  by  steel :  where  a  brave  man  cannot  pitch  bis  de- 
sire of  fame  and  wealth  so  high,  but  that  he  may  re- 
alize it,  if  he  have  fortune  to  his  friend  7  Is  it  possible 
that  the  bold  adventurer  can  fix  his  thoughts  on  you, 
and  still  be  delected  at  the  thoughts  that  a  bonnv 
blue-eyed  lass  looked  favourably  on  a  less  lucky  fel- 
low than  himself?    Can  this  be  ?" 

"  Less  lucky  ?"  said  Hartley.  "Can  you,  the  ac- 
cepted lover  of  Menie  Gray,  speak  in  that  tone,  even 
though  It  be  in  jest !" 


"  Nay,  Adano,"  said  Richard,  **  don't  be  aagiy  mb 
me,  because,  being  thus  farauccesaful,  I  rate  mjpM 
fortune  not  qnite  so  rapturously  aspahapsyoadft 
who  have  missed  the  luck  of  it.  Your  phaaeapif 
should  tell  you,  that  the  object  which  we  aiiaiB,  or 
are  sure  of  attaining,  loses,  perhaps,  even  by  that  wy 
certainty,  a  httle  of  the  extravagant  and  ideal  vibt 
which  attached  to  it  while  the  olQ^t  of  feverish  bopo 
and  aguish  fears.  But,  for  all  that,  I  cannot  brevn- 
out  my  sweet  Menie.  I  would  wed  her  to-momv, 
with  all  my  soul,  without  thinking  a  minute  m  thr 
clog  which  so  early  a  marriage  would  fasten  on  w 
heels.  But  to  spend  two  additional  years  in  this  infer- 
nal wilderness,  cruising  after  crowns  and  half-<T9wa^ 
when  worse  men  are  making  lacs  and  crores  of  ?v- 
pees— It  is  a  sad  falling  off,  Adam.  Counsel  me,  ay 
friend,— can  you  not  suggf'st  some  nnxle  of  jpttae 
off  from  these  two  years  of  destined  dulness  r 

"  Not  I,"  replied  Hartley,  scarce  repressing  his  it- 
pleasure  ;  "  and  if  I  could  induce  Dr.  Grav  to  d  jpeoK 
with  so  reasonable  a  condition,  1  should  dc  vctj  som 
to  do  so.  You  are  but  twenty-one,  and  if  audi  a 
period  of  probation  was,  in  the  Doctor's  prodefioe. 
judged  necessary  for  me^  who  am  full  two  years  oidtf 
I  have  no  idea  that  he  will  dispense  with  it  in  yoon' 

"Perhaps  not,"  replied  Middlemas  ;  "bordo  >« 
not  think  that  these  two,  or  call  thtin  three,  jiarsK 
probation,  had  better  be  spent  in  India,  where  rrut 
may  be  done  in  a  httle  while,  than  here,  where  0''=jsc 
can  be  done  save  just  enough  to  gel  salt  to  our  bfo:h 
or  broth  to  our  salt  ?  Methmks  1  have  a  natunl  vat 
for  India,  and  so  I  ought.  My  father  was  a  9k.Hi& 
by  the  conjecture  of  all  who  saw  him,  and  gave  oei 
love  of  the  sword,  and  an  arm  to  use  one.  My  ii»- 
ther's  father  was  a  rich  trafficker,  who  loved  veiJik 
I  warrant  me,  and  knew  how  to  get  it.  Hiis  pcor 
two  hundred  a-year,  with  its  miserable  and  preo- 
riouepossibihties,  to  be  shared  with  the  old  gentkicK 
sounds  in  the  ears  of  one  hke  me,  who  have  the  ««rk 
for  the  winning,  and  a  sword  to  cut  my  way  thrc«t 
it,  like  something  httle  better  than  a  decent  kind  <t 
beggary.  Menie  is  in  herself  a  gem — a  diamood-I 
admit  it.  But  then,  one  would  not  aet  such  a  preaov 
jewel  in  lead  or  copper,  but  in  pure  gold  ;  ay,  aod  tii 
a  circlet  of  brillian  ts  to  set  it  off  wi  tn.  Be  a  good  ti* 
low,  Adam,  and  undertake  the  eetting  my  project  ii 
proper  colours  before  the  Doctor.  I  am  sure,  ik 
wisest  thing  for  him  and  Menie  both,  is  lo  pemitt  m 
to  spend  this  short  time  of  probation  in  toe  laadi^ 
cowries.  I  am  sure  my  heart  will  be  there  at  toy  m 
and  while  I  am  bleeding  some  bumpkin  for  an  laflB- 
mation,  I  shall  be  in  fancy  relieving  some  nibok  a 
rajahpoot,  df  his  plethora  of  wealth.  Come— aft 
you  assist,  will  you  be  auxiliary  7  Tea  chaaees  te 
you  plead  your  own  cause,  man,  for  I  may  be  bm^ 
up  by  a  sabre,  or  a  bowstring,  before  I  make  ntypn 
up :  then  your  road  to  Menie  will  be  firee  and  op* 
ana,  as  you  will  be  possessed  of  the  aimatioo  of  eds- 
forter  ex  ojicio,  you  may  take  her  *  with  the  ti«a 
her  ee,'  as  old  saws  advise." 

"  Mr.  Richanl  Middlemas,"  said  Hartley,  '*lai$ 
it  were  possible  for  me  to  tell  yon,  in  the  ftw  mm 
which  I  intend  to  bestow  on  you,  whether  I  pi^  9* 
or  despise  you  the  most.  Heaven  has  placed  m^ 
ness,  competence,  and  content  within  your  power,  td 
you  are  wilhng  to  cast  them  away,  to  grati^  ambaa 
and  avarice.  Were  I  to  give  an  advioe  on  this  wbiaft 
either  to  Dr.  Gray  or  hisdaughter,  it  wouki  be  lo  bsw 
ofl'all  connexion  with  a  man,  whot  however  dewfjf 
nature,^  may  aoon  show  himaeif  a  fooL  and  bo«w 
honestly  brought  up,  may  also,  upon  tunpiaw 
prove  himself  a  villain.— You  may  lay  aside  the  ib««. 
which  ia  designed  to  be  a  aarraatic  amile.  1  «iB  >*' 
attempt  to  do  this,  because  I  am  convinced  tlist  m 
advice  would  be  of  no  use,  unleea  it  coald  co■eB■^ 
tended  with  suspicwn  of  my  motives.  I  will  kaaa 
my  departure  from  this  house,  that  we  may  not»* 
again ;  and  I  will  leave  it  to  Uod  Almidiiy  to  |ss*|^ 
honesty  and  innocence  against  the  oaoina  «ua 
must  attend  vanity  and  folly."  So  aayinft  he 
contemptuously  from  the  youthful  votary  of 
and  left  the  garden. 

"  Stop,"  said  Middlemas,  atrack  with  ths  ^ 
which  had  been  held  up  to  his  amiawio     Saw 
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Adam  Hartley,  and  I  will  confess  to  you" But 

his  words  were  uttered  in  a  faint  and  hesitating  man- 
ner, and  either  never  reached  Hartley's  ear,  or  failed 
in  changing  his  purpose  of  departure. 

When  h»?  was  out  of  ilw.  garden,  Middlemas  began 
to  recall  his  usual  boldness  of  disposition— "Hail  he 
stayed  a  moment  longer,''  ho  said.  "I  would  have 
turned  Papist,  and  made  him  my  ghostly  confessor. 
The  yeomanly  churl  I— I  would  give  something  to 
know  liow  ho  has  got  such  a  hank  over  me.  What 
are  Menie  Gray's  engagements  to  him?    She  has 

S'ven  him  his  answer,  and  what  right  hasht;  to  come 
>twixt  her  and  me  7  If  old  Mon9ada  had  done  a 
grandfathers  duty,  and  made  suitable  settlements 
on  me,  this  plan  of  marrying  the  sweet  girl,  and 


the  brook  such  as  had  been  represented  by  adver- 
tisement. But  he  did  not  wish  to  make  any  exten- 
sive landed  purchase  at  present.  It  was  necessary 
to  keep  up  his  interest  in  Leadenhall  Street;  and  in 
that  view,  it  would  be  impolitic  to  part  with  his  India 
stock  and  India  bonds.  In  short,  it  was  follv  to 
think  of  settling  on  a  poor  thousand  or  twelve  hun- 
dred a  year,  when  one  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
had  no  liver  complaint;  and  so  he  was  determined 
to  double  the  Cape  once  ai;ain,  ere  he  retired  to  the 
chimney  corner  of  life.  All  he  wished  was,  to  pick 
up  a  few  clever  follows  for  hi.-^  regiment,  or  rather 
for  his  own  company ;  and  as  in  all  his  travels  he 
had  never  seen  finer  fellows  than  about  Middlemas, 
he  was  willing  to  give  them  the  preference  in  com- 


aettling  here  in  her  naiivi;  place',   might  have  done    pleting  his  levy.   In  fact,  it  was  making  men  of  them 


at  once,  for  a  few  white  faces  never  failed  to  strike 
terror  into  these  black  rascals;   and  then,  not  to 


h^ler,  who  travels  scores  of  miles  to  barter  pms, 
ribands,  snufT  and  tobacco,  against  the  house-wife's 
private  stocJL  of  cggs^  mort-skins,  and  tallow,  is  more 
profitable.  less  laborious,  and  faith,  I  think,  equally 
respectable.  No,  no,— unless  I  can  find  wealth  nearer 
home,  I  will  seek  it  where  every  one  can  have  it  for 
the  gathering;  and  so  I  will  down  to  the  Swan  Inn, 
and  nold  a  final  consultation  with  my  friend." 


CHAPTER  V. 

Thb  friend  whom  Middlemas  expected  to  meet  at 
the  Swan,  was  a  person  alreadv  mentioned  in  this 
history  by  the  name  of  Tom  Hillarv,  bred  an  attor- 
ney's clerk  in  the  ancient  town  of  Novum  Castrum 
— docUui  iiti'iuiiqi'.e  jurU\  as  far  as  a  few  months  in 
the  service  of  Mr.  Law  ford,  Town-Clerk  of  Middle- 
mas, could  render  him  so.  The  last  mention  that 
we  made  oi  this  gentleman,  was  when  his  gold- 
lac<?d  hat  veileil  its  splendour  before  the  fresher 
mounted  beavers  of  the  'prentices  of  Dr.  Gray.  That 
was  now  about  five  years  since,  and  it  was  within 
six  months  that  he  had  made  his  appearance  in  Mid- 
dlemas. a  very  different  .*«ort  of  personage  from  that 
which  he  seemed  at  his  departure. 

He  was  now  called  Captain ;  his  dress  was  regi- 
mental, and  his  language  martial.  He  seemeMJ  to 
have  plenty  of  cash,  for  he  not  »)nly,  to  the  great 
surprise  of  the  parties  paid  certain  old  debts,  which 
he  had  left  unsettled  behind  him,  and  that  notwith- 
standing his  having,  as  his  old  practice  told  him^  a 
good  defence  of  prt.-scripiion,  but  even  sent  the  minis- 
ter a  guinea,  to  the  assistance  of  the  parish  poor. 
These  acts  of  justice  arid  benevolence  were  bruited 
abroad  greatly  to  the  honour  of  one,  who,  so  long 
absent,  had  neither  forgotten  his  just  debts,  nor 
hardened  his  heart  against  the  cries  of  the  needy. 
His  merits  were  tiiought  the  higher,  when  it  was 
understood  he  had  st  rved  the  honourable  East  India 
Company— that  wonderful  company  of  merchants, 
who  may  imleed,  with  the  strictest  propriety,  be 
termed  princtrs.  It  was  about  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  centur>'.  and  the  directors  in  Leadenhall 
Street  were  silenllv  laying  the  foundation  of  that 
immense  empire,  which  afterwards  rose  like  an  ex- 
halation, and  now  astonishes  Europe,  as  well  as 
Asia,  with  its  formidable  extent,  and  stupendous 
alrength.  Britain  had  now  b(;gun  to  lend  a  wonder- 
ing car  to  the  account  of  battles  fought,  and  cities 
won,  in  the  East;  and  was  surprised  by  the  return 
of  individuals  who  had  left  their  native  country  as 
adventurers,  but  now  reappeared  there  surround^ 
by  Oriental  wealth  and  Oriental  luxury,  which 
dimmed  even  the  splendour  of  the  most  wealthy  of 
the  British  nobility.  In  this  new- found  El  Dorado. 
Hillary  had,  it  seems,  been  a  labourer,  and,  if  he  told 
truth,  to  some  purposes  though  he  was  far  from  hav- 
ing completed  the  harvest  which  he  meditated.  He 
spoke,  mdetd,  of  making  investments,  and,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  fancy,  he  consulted  his  old  master.  Clerk 
Lawford,  concerning  the  purchase  of  a  moorland 
farm,  of  three  thousand  acres,  for  which  he  would 
be  content  to  give  three  or  four  thousand  guineas, 
providmg  the  game  was  plenty,  and  the  trouting  in 


well  enough.     But  to  live  the  Ufe  of  the  poor  drudge 
her  father— to  be  at  the  command  and  call  of  every 

boor  for  twenty  miles  round!— whv,  the  labours  of  a    mentipn  the  good   things  that  were  going  at  the 
1       i._  ...u-  i_  -_  _  _  .i- -^  •    _  ._  i_  :         stormingof  a  Pettah,  or  the  plundering  of  a  Pagoda, 

most  of  these  tawny  dogs  carried  so  much  treasure 
about  their  persons,  that  a  won  battle  was  equal  to 
a  mine  of  gold  to  the  victors. 

The  natives  of  Middlemas  listened  to  the  noble 

Captain's  marvels  with  diflerent  feelings,  as  their 

temperaments  were  saturnine   or  sanguine.      But 

none  could  deny  that  such  things  had  been ;  and,  as 

the  narrator  was  known  to  be  a  bold  da.shing  fellow, 

possessed  of  some  abilities,  and,  according  to  the 

general  opinion,  not  likejy  to  be  witliheld  by  any 

peculiar  scruples  of  conscience,  there  was  no  giving 

any  good  reason  why  Hillary  should  not  have  been 

as  successful  as  others  in  the  field,  which  India, 

agitated  as  it  was  by  war  and  intestine  disorders, 

seemed  to  offer  to  every  enterpri.sin^  adventurer.  He 

was  accordingly  received  by  his  oldacquaintanccs  at 

Middlemas  rather  with  the  respect  due  to  his  siip- 

ppsed  wealth,  than  hi  a  manner  corresponding  with 

his  former  humble  pretensions. 

Some  of  the  notaoles  of  the  village  did  indeed  keep 
aloof.  Among  these,  the  chief  was  Dr.  Gray,  who 
was  an  enemy  to  every  thing  that  approached  to  fan- 
faronade, and  knew  enougli  of  the  world  to  lay  it 
down  as  a  sort  of  general  rule,  that  he  who  talks  a 
peat  deal  of  fighting  is  seldom  a  brave  soldier,  and 
he  who  always  speaks  about  wealth  is  seldom  a  rich 
man  at  bottom.  Clerk  Lawford  was  also  shy,  not- 
withstanding his  communings  with  Hillary  upon  the 
subject  of  his  intended  purchase.  The  coolness  of 
the  Captain's  old  employer  towards  him  was  by 
some  supposed  to  arise  out  of  certain  circumstances 
attending  their  former  connexion;  but  as  the  Clerk 
himself  never  explained  what  these  were,  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  make  any  conjectures  upon  the  subject. 

Richard  Middlemas  very  naturally  renewed  his 
intimacy  with  his  former  comrade,  and  it  was  from 
Hillary's  conversation,  that  he  had  adopted  the 
enthusiasm  respecting  India,  which  we  have  heard 
him  express.  It  was  indeed  impossible  for  a  youth, 
at  once  inexperienced  in  the  world,  and  possessed  of 
a  most  sanguine  disposition^  to  listen  without  sym- 
pathy to  the  glowing  descriptions  of  Hillary,  who, 
though  only  a  recruiting  captain,  had  all  the  elo- 
quence of  a  recruiting  sergeant.  Palaces  rose  hke 
mushrooms  in  his  descriptions ;  groves  of  lofty  trees, 
and  aromatic  shrubs  unlcnown  to  the  chilly  soils  of 
Europe,  were  tenanted  by  every  object  of  the  chsise, 
from  the  royal  tiger  down  to  the  jackal.  The  luxu- 
ries of  a  Natch,  and  the  peculiar  Oriental  beauty  of 
the  enchantresses  who  perfumed  their  voluptuous 
Eastern  domes,  for  the  pleasure  of  the  haughty 
English  conquerors,  were  no  less  attractive  than  the 
battles  and  sieges  on  which  the  Captain  at  other 
times  expatiated.  Not  a  stream  did  he  mention  but 
fiowed  osdT  sands  of  gold,  and  not  a  palace  that  was 
inferior  to  those  of  the  celebrated  Fata  Morgana. 
His  descriptions  seemed  stecrxni  in  odours,  and  his 
every  phrase  perfumed  in  oltar  of  roses.  The  inter- 
views at  which  these  descriptions  took  place,  often 
ended  in  a  bottle  of  choicer  wine  than  the  Swan  Inn 
afforded,  with  some  other  appendages  of  the  table, 
which  the  Captain,  who  was  a  ion-riran/,  had  pro- 
cured from  Edinburgh.  From  this  good  tncer  Mid- 
dlemas was  doomed  to  retire  to  the  numely  evening 
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meal  of  his  master,  where  not  all  tho  sitiuile  boauri'.'s 
of  Menie  were  able  to  overcome  hiy  discust  at  the 
coarseness  of  tiic  provisions,  or  his  unwillingness  to 
answer  questions  concerning  the  diseases  of  the 
wretched  peasants  who  were  subjected  to  his  inspec- 
tion. 

Richard's  hopes  of  being  ni-knowl<dg(>d  by  his 
father  had  long  since  vanished,  and  the  rough  repulse 
and  subsequent  ucglecl  on  tiie  part  of  >ron9ada,  hail 
satisfie^l  bun  that  his  grand  fa  th'T  was  inexorable, 
and  that  neiiluT  then,  nor  at  any  future  time,  fiid  he 
mean  to  realize  tin-  visiruis  wliicti  Murpr  Jamieson's 
splendid  fignicuts  had  encouraged  him  to  entertain. 
Ambition,  however,  was  not  lulled  to  shrep,  thout'h 
it  was  no  longer  nourished  by  the  sunw  hopes  which 
had  at  first  awakened  it.  The  Ituiiau  (.'aptain's 
la\'ish  oratory  suppliiul  the  themes  which  had  tx?en  at 
first  diirived  from  the  legends  of  the  uiirs<:ry;  the 
exploits  of  a  Lawrence  and  a  C'Jive,  as  w«'ll  as  the 
magnificent  opportunities  of  acquiring  wealth  to 
which  these  exploits  upenwl  the  road,  disturbed  the 
slumbers  of  the  youns:  adventurer.  There  was  no- 
thing to  counteract  tlusejxcept  his  love  for  Menii? 
Gray,  and  the  engagements  imo  which  it  ha<|  led 
him.  Kut  his  addresses  had  been  paid  to  Menie  as 
much  for  the  gratification  of  his  vanity,  as  from  any 
decided  passion  for  that  innocent  and  guileless  Ik^ini;. 
He  was  desirous  of  carrying  off  the  prize,  lor  which 
Hartley,  whom  he  never  loved,  had  the  courag«>  to 
contend  with  him.  Then  MeiiU!  Gray  had  been 
beheld  with  admiration  by  men  his  sufK'riors  in  rank 
and  fortune,  but  with  whom  his  ambition  incited  him 
to  disput*'  tiT«»  jirize.  No  doubt.  Though  urged  to  play 
the  gallant  at  fir.it  rather  from  vanity  than  any  other 
cause,  the  franknessand  inmli'sty  with  which  nis  suit 
was  admittcil,  made  their  natural  impresnion  on  his 
heart.  He  was  gnitrful  to^tho  beautiful  creature,  who 
acknowleilge<l  the  supt-riority  of  his  person  and  accom- 
plishmenis.  and  fancied  himself  as  devotedly  attached 
to  her,  as  her  personal  charms  and  mental  merits 
would  have  rendered  anv  one  who  was  less  vain  or 
selfish  than  her  lover.  Still  his  passion  for  the  sur- 
geon's daughter  ouyht  not,  he  prud«mtially  deter- 
mined, to  bear  more  than  its  due  weight  in  a  case  so 
very  important  as  the  dctennining  his  line  of  life ;  and 
this  he  smoothed  over  to  his  conscience,  by  repeating 
to  himsell',  that  Menie's  interest  was  as  essentially 
concerned  as  his  own,  in  postponing  their  marriage 
to  the  establishment  of  liis  fortune.  How  many 
young  couples  had  been  ruined  by  a  premature  union ! 

The  contemptuous  condurtof  Hartlev  in  their  last 
interview,  had  done  somethinff  to  shake  his  comrade's 
confidence  in  the  truth  of  this  reasoning,  and  to 
lead  him  to  susptH't  that  he  was  playing  a  very  sordid 
and  unmanly  part,  in  trifiing  with  the  happiness  of 
this  amiable  and  unfortunate  young  woman.  It  was 
m  this  doubtful  humour  that  he  repaired  to  the  Swan 
Inn,  where  he  was  anxiously  expe<'ted  by  his  friend 
the  Captain. 

When  they  were  comfortably  seated  over  a  bottle 
of  Paxarete,  Middlemas  began,  with  characteristical 
caution,  to  sound  his  friend  about  the  ease  or  diffi- 
culty with  which  an  individual,  desirous  of  entering 
the  Company's  service,  niicht  have  an  opportunity 
of  getting  a  commission.  If  Hillary  had  answered 
truly,  he  would  have  replied^  that  it  was  extremely 
easy;  for,  at  that  time,  the  Kast  India  service  pre- 
sented no  channs  to  that  suiierior  class  of  people  who 
have  since  struggled  for  admittance  under  its  banners. 
But  the  worthy  raptain  rqdied.  that  though,  in  the 
general  case,  it  niight  be  difficult  for  a  young  man  to 
obtain  a  commission,  without  serving  for  some  years 
as  a  cadet,  yet.  under  his  own  protection,  a  young 
man  entering  his  regiment,  and  fitted  for  such  a. sit- 
uation, might  be  sure  of  an  ensigncy,  if  not  a  lieu- 
tenancy, as  soon  as  ever  they  set  foot  in  India.  "  If 
you.  my  dear  fellow,"  continued  he,  extending  his 
hand  to  Middlemas,  ''would  think  of  changinff  aheep- 
head  broth  and  haggis  for  mulagatawiiy  ana  curry, 
I  can  only  say,  that  though  it  is  indispensable  that 
you  shoufd  enter  the  s(*r\'ice  at  first  simply  as  a  ca- 
det, yet,  by — ,  you  should  live  like  a  brother  on 

the  passage  with  me:  and  no  sooner  were  we 
throtigh  the  surf  at  Madras,  than  I  would  put  you  in 


the  wav  of  acquiring  both  wealth  and  glory.  Yob 
have,  I  think,  some  trifle  of  money— a  coirpW  of 
thousands  or  so  V 

*'  .Al>out  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred,"  MidRidi- 
ard.  ati'ectim;  the  indifference  of  his  compaoiun.  bu: 
feeling  privately  humbled  by  the  scantin*-£9  oihu 
resourets. 

"  It  is  quitp  as  much  as  you  will  find  neceft^arriuT 
the  outfit  and  passage,"'  said  his  adviP#;r :  '  arit 
indeed,  if  you  had  not  a  fartiiing,  it  would  be  :h- 
same  tiling;  for  if  I  once  say  to  a  friend.  Ill  tti: 
you,  Tom  Hillary  is  not  the  man  to  start  Inrfenrcic 
the  cowries.  Huwe-vtr,  it  is  as  well  you  havi-ioni*- 
thing  of  a  cai  itui  ol  \our  own  to  begin  uv-on.'' 

"  Vex."  rejilied  the"  prosehte.  *'  1  should  not  lu 
to  bt;  a  bunieii  on  any  one.  I  have  some  ihouglit.s,  lo 
tell  you  the  truth,  to  marry  Itcfore  I  leave  iintaio; 
and  in  that  ease,  yi»u  know,  cash  will  be  ni.ec'«wj, 
whether  my  wife  ^oj  s  out  with  us,  or  remaiiis  UiiM, 
till  she  hear  how  luck  «ot*s  with  inc.  5>o,  af\(r  all, I 
may  have  to  borrow  a  tew  hiindreds  of  vou."' 

"  What  the  devil  is  that  you  say,  Dick,  abfuit  mv- 
rving  and  giving  in  marriage  7'  replied  his  frand. 
'  What  can  put  ir  into  the  htad  of  a  imllar.t  \oao( 
fellow  like  >ou.  Just  rising  twenty-(me,  ami  six  fc*! 
high  on  your  stoeking-ssoles,  ro  make  a  slave  of  >our- 
self  ft  I  r  life  .'  No,  no,  Dick,  that  will  urver  ao 
ReniifinlHT  the  old  sons; 

•  Ii.irhfl.)'  KluflT,  »>arl.vlor  Bluff, 

III')-  I'or  II  hcurt  lliHt'M  rujfifid  8011  tuui'Ii  '* 

•"  Ay.  ay.  tliat  snunds  ver\'  well,"  replied  MidiJk- 
inas;  "but  tlun  tiiie  nnist  .'shake  off  a  number  of  old 
recollections."' 

"  The  !»oi)ner  ihe  belter,  Dick ;  old  recollections  vt 
like  old  clot  Ill's,  and  should  bo  sent  off  by  wholt- 
saie  ;  tin  y  only  take  up  r«>om  m  one's  wardrobe,  an-l 
it  would  be  oM-fashioned  to  wear  them.  But  voi 
look  grave  uiK)n  it.  Who  the  devil  is  it  has  mad* 
such  a  hole  in  your  heart  /'' 

"  P^haw  !"  aiiHweritl  Middlemas.  "  I'm  sure  vol 
must  rememlK?r— Menii*— my  master's  daughter.''^ 

"  What.  Miss(»reen,  the  old  potti^rcarrier's  daugh- 
ter ?— a  likely  girl  enmmh,  I  think." 

"  My  master  is  a  surgeon,"  said  Riclurd,  •'  not  an 
apothecary",  and  his  name  is  Gray." 

"  .\y,  ay,  (jnen  or  Grav— what  does  it  signify  ; 
He  sells  his  own  drugs,  1  ihink,  which  we  m  tbe 
south  call  U-ing  a  pottercarrier.  The  jrirl  is  a  IJktlx 
girl  enough  for  a  Scottish  ball-room.  Hut  is  sheuji 
to  anv  thing  ?    Has  she  any  nouz  /" 

"  Why.  she  is  a  sensible  girl,  save  in  lovine  me,' 
answercfl  Richard ;  *"  and  that,  as  Benedict  sa>-e,  ir 
no  proof  of  her  wisdom,  and  no  great  argument  of 
her  folly." 

"But  has  she  spirit— spunk— dash— a  spice  of  th* 
devil  about  her  7'' 

"  Not  a  penny-weight— tho  kindest,  simplesi.  and 
most  manageable  of  human  beings,''  answered  ibe 
lover. 

"  She  won't  do  then,"  sakl  the  monitor,  in  a  d«o- 
sive  tone.  "  I  am  sorry  for  it,  Dit^k ;  but  she  will 
never  do.  There  are  some  women  in  the  worid  that 
can  bear  their  share  in  the  bustling  life  we  bw  ii 
India— ay,  and  I  have  known  some  of  them  drag  for- 
ward husbands  that  would  oilierwise  have  stuck 
fast  in  the  mud  till  the  day  of  judpnent.  Heavn 
knows  how  they  pakl  the  turnpikes  they  pushed  tbtfi 
through!  Rut  these  were  none  of  your  simple  Su- 
sans, that  think  their  eyes  are  good  for  nothing  but 
to  look  at  their  husbands,  or  their  fingers  bat  to  sew 
baby-clothes.  Depend  on  it,  you  must  give  up  your 
matrimony,  or  your  views  at  preferment.  If  you 
wilfully  tie  a  clog  round  your  throat,  never  think  of 
running  a  race :  out  do  not  suppose  that  your  break- 
ing off  with  the  lass  will  make  any  ^Tiy  terrible  citii- 
trophe.  A  scene  thcrv  may  he  at  parting ;  but  you  wd! 
soon  forget  her  among  the  native  girls,  and  6be  wiU 
fall  in  love  with  Mr.  Tapeitout,  the'  miniater's  auiii- 
ant  and  successor.  She  is  not  goo<ls  for  the  Indian 
market,  I  assure  you." 

Among  the  capricious  weaknesses  of  humaintr. 
that  one  is  parlieidarlT  remarkable  which  incline*  ■» 
to  t^steem  persons  and  things  not  hy  their  rnJ  valiK. 
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m  even  by  our  own  judgment^  so  much  as  by  the 
ipiiiion  of  othm,  «rno  are  often  very  incompetent 
iidgeB.  Dick  Middlemas  had  been  urged  forward, 
n  hiB  suit  to  Menie  Gray,  by  his  observing  how  much 
ler  partner,  a  booby  laira,  had  been  captivated  by 
ter  { and  she  was  now  lowered  in  his  esteem,  because 
m  impudent  low>lived  coxcomb  had  presumed  to 
alk  of  her  with  disparasement.  Either  of  these 
vorthy  gentlemen  would  nave  been  as  capable  of 
ojoying  the  beauties  of  Homer,  as  judging  of  the 
Bents  of  Menie  Grav. 

Indeed  the  ascendency  which  this  bold-talking, 
tromise-making  soldier  had  acquired  over  Dick  Mid- 
Uemas,  wilful  as  he  was  in  general,  was  of  a  des- 
otic  nature :  because  the  Captain,  though  greatly 
niisrior  in  information  and  talent  to  the  youth  whose 
pinions  he  swayed,  had  skill  in  suggesting  those 
unpting  views  of  rank  and  wealth,  to  which  Rich- 
id's  imagination  hod  been  from  childhood  most  ac- 
SMible.  One  promise  he  exacted  from  Middlemas, 
•  a  condition  of  the  services  which  he  was  to  render 
lira— It  was  absolute  silence  on  the  subject  of  his 
estiaation  for  India,  and  the  views  upon  which  it 
Dok  place.  "  My  recruits,"  said  the  Captain,  "  have 
sen  all  marched  off  for  the  depdt  at  the  Isle  of 
Vkht ;  and  I  want  to  leave  Scotland,  and  particu- 
irfy  this  little  burgh,  without  being  worried  to  death, 
f  which  I  must  despair,  should  it  come  to  be  known 
bat  I  can  provide  young  griffins,  as  we  call  them, 
rith  commissions.  Gad,  I  should  carry  off  all  the 
irst-bom  of  Middlemas  as  cadets,  and  none  are  so 
crapulous  as  I  am  about  making  promises.  1  am 
0  tmsty  as  a  Trojan  for  that:  and  you  know  I  can- 
lot  do  that  for  every  one  which  I  would  for  an  old 
riend  like  Dick  Middlemas." 

Dick  promised  secrecy,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the 
wo  friends  should  not  even  leave  the  burgh  in  com- 
•ny,  but  that  the  Captain  should  set  on  first,  and 
lis  recruit  should  join  him  at  Edinburgh,  where  his 
nliatment  might  be  attested ;  and  then  they  were  to 
ravel  together  to  town,  and  arrange  matters  for 
heir  Indian  voyage. 

Notwithstanding  the  definite  arrangement  which 
vas  thus  made  for  his  departure,  Middlemas  thought 
R>m  time  to  time  with  anxiety  and  regret  about 
Itiitting  Menie  Gray,  after  the  engagement  which 
tad  pasB^  between  them.  The  resolution  was 
aken,  however;  the  blow  was  necessarily  to  be 
itruck ;  and  her  ungrateful  lover,  long  since  deter- 
nined  against  the  life  of  domestic  happiness,  which 
le  might  have  enjoyed  had  his  views  been  better 
esulsted,  was  now  occupied  with  the  means,  not 
odeed  of  breaking  off  with  her  entirely,  but  of  post- 
poning all  thoughts  of  their  union  until  the  success 
»f  his  expedition  to  India. 

He  might  have  spared  himself  all  nnxiety  on  this 
ast  subject.  The  wealth  of  that  India  to  which  he 
vas  bound  would  not  have  bribed  Menie  Gray  to 
lave  left  her  father's  roof  against  her  father's  oom- 
nands;  still  less  when,  deprived  of  his  two  assist- 
uits,  ae  must  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  con- 
inued  exertion  in  his  declining  life,  and  therefore 
fiight  have  accounted  himself  altogether  deserted, 
lad  his  daughter  departed  firom  him  at  the  same 
iBie.  But  though  it  would  have  been  her  unalter- 
lUe  determination  not  to  accept  any  proposal  of  an 
mmediate  union  of  thor  fortunes,  Menie  could  not, 
^th  all  a  lover's  power  of  self-deceptii  n,  succeed  in 
jcrsuading  herselt  to  be  satisfied  with  Richard's  con- 
loct  towards  her.  Modesty,  and  a  becoming  pride, 
prevented  her  from  seemixM;  to  notice,  but  could  not 
mvent  her  fh>m  bitterly  feeling  that  her  lover  was 
?raferring  the  pursuits  ot  ambition  to  the  humble  lot 
which  he  mignt  have  shared  with  her,  and  which 
Promised  content  at  least,  if  not  wealth. 

If  he  had  loved  me  as  he  pretended,"  such  was 
[he  unwilling  convictien  that  rose  on  her  mind,  "  my 
nther  would  surely  not  have  ultimately  refused  him 
the  same  terms  which  he  held  out  to  Hartley.,  His 
objections  would  have  given  way  to  my  happiness, 
lAy,  to  Richard's  importunities,  which  womd  have 
pmoved  his  suspidons  of  the  unsettled  cast  of  his 
(uaposiiion.  But  I  finr^I  fear  Richard  h  ardly  thought 
the  terms  proposed  were  worthy  of  his  acceptance. 


Would  it  not  have  been  natural  too,  that  he  should 
have  asked  me,  engaged  as  we  stand  to  each  othari 
to  have  united  our  fate  before  his  quitting  Europe, 
when  I  might  either  have  remained  here  with  my 
father,  or  accompanied  him  to  India,  in  quest  of  that 
fortune  which  he  is  so  eagerly  pushing  for?  It 
would  have  been  wrong— very  wrong— in  me  to  have 
consented  to  such  a  proposal,  unless  my  father  had 
autbotixed  it :  but  surely  it  would  have  oeen  natural 
that  Richaro  should  have  offered  it?  Alas!  men 
do  not  know  how  to  love  like  women.  'Their  at- 
tachment is  only  one  of  a  thousand  other  |>asak>ns 
and  predilections,— they  are  daily  engaged  in  plea- 
sures which  blunt  their  feeling^  and  in  busroess 
which  distracts  them.  We— we  sit  at  home  to  weepj 
and  to  think  how  coldly  our  affections  are  repaid ! 

The  time  was  now  arrived  at  which  Richara  Mid- 
dlemas had  a  right  to  demand  the  property  vested 
in  the  hands  of  the  Town-Clerk  and  Doctor  Gray. 
He  did  so,  and  received  it  accordingly.  His  late 
guardian  naturally  inquired  what  views  he  had 
rormed  in  entering  on  fife  1  The  imagination  of  the 
ambitious  aspirant  saw  in  this  simple  question  a 
desire,  on  the  part  of  the  worthy  man,  to  offer,  and 
perhaps  press  upon  him,  the  same  proposal  which  he 
had  made  to  Hartley.  He  hastened,  therefore,  to 
answer  drily,  that  he  had  some  hopes  held  out  to 
him  which  he  was  not  at  hberty  to  communicate : 
but  that  the  instant  he  reached  London,  he  wouki 
write  to  the  guardian  of  his  youth,  and  acquaint  him 
with  the  nature  of  his  prospects,  which  he  was  happy 
to  say  were  rather  of  a  pleasing  character. 

Gideon,  who  supposed  that  at  this  critical  period 
of  his  life,  the  father,  or  grandfather  of  the  young 
man  might  perhaps  have  intimated  a  disposition  to 
open  some  intercourse  with  him,  only  replied, — 
"  You  have  been  the  child  of  mystery,  Richard :  and 
as  you  came  to  me,  so  you  leave  me.  Then,  I  was 
ignorant  from  whence  you  came,  and  now,  I  know 
not  whither  you  are  going.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  a 
very  favourable  point  in  your  horoscope,  that  evenr 
thing  connected  with  you  is  a  secret  But  as  I  shaU 
always  think  with  kindness  on  him  whom  I  have 
known  so  long,  so  when  you  remember  the  old  man, 
you  ought  not  to  forget  that  he  has  done  his  duty  to 
you,  to  the  extent  of  his  means  and  power,  and 
taught  yon  that  noble  profession,  by  means  of  which, 
wherever  your  lot  casts  you,  you  may  always  gain 
your  bread,  and  alleviate,  at  the  same  time,  the  dis- 
tresses of  your  fellow-creatures."  Middlemas  was 
excited  by  the  simple  kindness  of  his  master,  and 
poured  forth  his  thanks  with  the  greater  profusion, 
that  he  was  free  from  the  terror  of  the  emblematical 
collar  and  chain,  which  a  moment  before  seemed  to 
gUsten  in  the  hand  of  his  guardian,  and  gape  to  en- 
close his  neck. 

"One  word  morej"  said  Mr.  Gray,  producing  a 
small  ring-case.  "This  valuable  ring  was  forced 
upon  me  by  your  unfortunate  mother.  I  have  no 
nght  to  it,  having  been  amply  paid  for  mv  services; 
and  I  only  accepted  it  with  the  purpose  of^  keeping  it 
for  you  till  this  moment  should  arrive.  It  maybe 
useful,  perhaps,  should  there  occur  any  question 
about  your  identity." 

"Thanks  once  more,  my  more  than  Dither,  for 
this  precious  relic,  which  may  indeed  be  useful.  You 
sbhll  be  repaid,  if  India  has  aiamonds  left*' 

"India,  and  diamonds!"  said  Gray.  "Is  your 
head  turned,  child  ?" 

"I  mean,''  stammered  Middlemas,  "if  London  has 
any  Indian  diamonds." 

'^  Pooh !  you  foolish  lad,"  answered  GJray,  "  how 
should  you  buy  diamonds,  or  what  should  I  do  with 
them,  if  you  gave  me  ever  so  many?  Get  you  gone 
with  you  while  I  am  angry."— The  tears  were  glisten* 
ing  in  the  old  man's  eyes.—"  If  I  get  pleased  with  you 
again,  I  shall  not  know  how  to  part  with  you." 

The  parting  of  Middlemas  with  poor  Menie  was  yet 
more  sitting.  Her  sorrow  revived  in  his  mmd  all 
the  liveliness  of  a  first  love,  and  he  redeemed  his  cha- 
racter for  sincere  attachment,  by  not  only  imploring 
an  instant  union,  but  even  gomg  so  for  aa  to  propose 
renouncing  his  more  splendid  prospects,  and  sharing 
Mr.  Gray's  humble  toil,  if  by  doing  so  he  oould  secure 
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his  daujshter's  buid  But  tnouRh  there  was  oodso- 
Ifttion  m  this  testimony  of  her  lover's  foith,  Menie 
Gray  was  not  so  unwise  as  to  accept  of  sacrifices 
which  mi^t  afterwards  have  been  rQ>ented  of. 

"  No,  Richard,"  she  said,  **  it  seldom  ends  happily 
when  people  alter,  in  a  moment  of  agitated  feeung, 
plans  which  have  oeen  adopted  under  mature  delibe- 
ration. I  have  long  seen  that  your  views  were  ex- 
tended far  beyond  so  humble  a  station  as  this  place 
affords  promise  of.  It  is  natural  they  should  do  so, 
considering  that  the  circumstances  of  your  birth  seem 
coimected  with  riches  and  with  rank.  Gro,  then. 
seek  that  riches  and  rank.  It  is  possible  your  mind 
may  be  changed  in  the  pursuit,  and  if  so,  think  no 
more  about  Menie  Gray.  But  if  it  should  be  other- 
wise, we  may  meet  again,  and  do  not  believe  for  a 
moment  that  there  can  be  a  change  in  Menie  Gray's 
feelings  towards  you." 

At  this  interview,  much  more  was  said  than  it  is 
necessary  to  repeat,  much  more  thought  than  was 
actually  said.  Nurse  Jamieson,  in  whose  chamber  it 
took  place,  folded  her  bairns,  as  she  called  them,  in 
her  arms,  end  declared  that  Heaven  had  made  them 
for  each  other,  and  that  she  would  not  ask  of  Heaven 
to  live  beyond  the  day  when  she  should  see  them 
bridegroom  and  bride. 

At  length,  it  became  necessary  that  the  parting 
scene  should  end ;  and  Richard  Middlemas,  mount- 
ing a  horse  which  he  had  hired  for  the  journey,  set  off 
for  Edinburgh,  to  which  metropolis  he  had  already 
forwarded  nis  heavy  baggage.  Upon  the  road  the 
idea  more  than  once  occufred  to  nim,  that  even  yet 
he  had  better  return  to  Middlemas,  and  secure  nis 
happiness  bv  uniting  himself  at  once  to  Menie  Gray, 
and  to  humble  competence.  But  from  the  moment 
that  he  rejoined  his  friend  Hillary  at  tlieir  appointed 
plsce  of  rendezvous,  he  became  sshamed  even  to  hint 
at  any  change  of  purpose ;  and  his  late  excited  feel- 
ings were  forgotten,  unless  in  so  far  as  they  con- 
firmed his  resolution,  that  as  soon  as  he  had  attained 
a  certain  portion  of  wealth  and  consequence,  he 
would  haste  to  share  them  with  Menie  Gray.  Yet 
his  gratitude  to  her  father  did  not  appear  to  have 
slumoered,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  gift  of  a  vety 
handsome  cornelian  seal,  set  in  gold,  and  bearing 
engraved  upon  it  Gules,  a  lion  rampant  within  a  bor- 
dure  Or,  which  was  carefully  despatched  to  Steven- 
law's  Land,  Middlemas,  with  a  suitable  letter.  Menie 
knew  the  handwriting,  and  watched  her  father's 
looks  as  he  read  it,  thmking.  perhaps,  that  it  had 
turned  on  a  different  topic.  Her  father  pshawed  and 
poobed  a  good  deal  when  he  had  finished  the  billet, 
and  examined  the  seal. 

"Dick  MkJdIemaa,"  he  said,  "is  but  a  fool  after 
all,  Menie.  I  am  sure  I  am  not  like  to  foi^et  him, 
that  he  should  send  me  a  token  of  remembrance ; 
and  if  he  would  be  so  absurd,  could  he  not  have  sent 
me  the  improved  lithotomical  apparatus  ?  And  what 
have  I,  Gideon  Gray,  to  do  with  the  arms  of  my  Lord 
Gray  7— No,  no — my  old  silver  stamp,  with  the  dou- 
ble U  upon  it,  will  serve  my  turn— But  put  the  bonnie 
dye*  away,  Menie,  my  dear— it  was  kindly  meant,  at 
any  rate.'' 

The  reader  cannot  doubt  that  the  seal  was  safely 
and  earefiilly  preserved. 


CHAPTER   VL 

A.  lazar-taouM  it  seemed,  wherein  wen  laid 
Nuinberiof  all  deceased.— Milton. 

ArTBa  the  Captain  had  finished  his  business, 
amongst  which  be  did  not  forget  to  have  his  recruit 
regularly  attested,  as  a  candidate  for  glory  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Honourable  East  India  Company,  the 
friends  left  Edinburgh.  From  thence  they  got  a  pas- 
sage by  sea  to  Newcastle,  uhere  Hillary  liad  also 
some  regimental  affairs  to  transact,  before  he  joined 
his  regiment.  At  Newcastle  the  Captain  had  the 
good  luck  to  find  a  small  brig,  commanded  by  en  old 
acquaintance  and  schoolfellow,  which  was  just  about 
to  sail  for  the  Isle  of  Wight  "  I  have  arranged  for 
our  passage  with  him,"  he  said  to  Middlemas— "  for 
when  you  are  at  the  depot,  you  can  learn  a  little  of 

•  ••  Prrttj  toy." 


your  duty,  which  cannot  be  ao  well  tana^t  on  kosti 
of  ship,  and  then  I  will  find  it  aaaier  to  rave  yoa  pa>- 
moted.^' 

"  Do  you  mean,"  said  Richard,  "  that  I  am  torn 
at  the  Isle  of  Wight  all  the  lime  that  yo>D  are  jisiK 
it  away  in  London  ?" 

'*  Ay,  indeed,  do  I,"  sakl  bis  oomrade,  "^  and  if  ska 
for  you  too ;  whatever  busiDeaa  yoa  hare  in  Loodfls. 
I  can  do  it  for  you  as  well,  or  aomethmg  better  tka 
yourself." 

"  But  I  choose  to  transact  my  own 
self;  Captain  Hillary,"  said  Richkid. 

"Then  you  ought  to  have  mnaiiied 
master,  Mr.  Cadet  Middlemas.    At  present 


ymcr 

an  enlisted  recruit  of  the  Hononrahle  Eaai  laiia 
Company ;  I  am  your  officer,  and  ahoald  you  faeastt 
to  follow  me  aboard,  why,  you  foolish  fieilow,  1  one 
have  you  sent  on  board  in  handcufis." 

This  was  jestingly  spoken;  but  yet  there  w 
something  in  the  tone  which  hurt  Middlemas'ipESa 
snd  alarmed  his  fears.  He  had  observed  of  late,  ib: 
his  friend,  especially  when  in  conopany  oi  othm 
talked  to  him  with  an  air  of  command  or  mipcnans 
difficult  to  be  endured,  and  yet  so  ctoaely  aluBd  to  lie 
freedom  often  exercised  betwixt  two  intimaies,  as; 
he  could  not  find  any  proper  mode  of  rebuffing, 
senting  it.  Such  mauifestationa  of  autfa<Mit]r  ^ 
usually  followed  by  an  instant  renewal  of  thm 
macy ;  bat  in  the  present  caae  that  did  not  ao 
ily  enrsue. 

Middlemas,  indeed,  consented  to  fco  with  hia 
panion  to  the  Isle  oif  Wight,  pcrhapa  berauae  o  hr 
should  quarrel  with  him,  the  whole  plan  of  his  Inb: 
voyage,  and  all  the  hopes  built  upon  it,  maac  £§'.<. 
the  ground.  But  he  altered  his  purpose  of  introsSK 
his  comrade  with  his  little  fortune,  to  lay  oot  as  ts 
occasions  might  require,  and  resolved  himself  to  ow 
look  the  expenditure  of  his  money,  which,  in  the  fane 
of  Bank  ol  England  notea,  was  f^afely  depostea  s 
his  travelling  trunk.  Captain  Hillary,  finou^  tin: 
some  hint  he  hsd  thrown  out  on  this  subiect  was<b' 
regarded,  appeared  to  think  no  nnorc  about  iL 

The  voyage  was  performed  with  safety  and 
and  having  coasted  the  shores  of  that  beautifiL  a* 
and,  which  he  who  once  sees  never  forireta,  ihrosp 
whatever  part  of  the  world  his  future  path  may  lesfi 
him,  the  veasel  was  soon  anchored  off  the  httJe  »«< 
of  Ryde ;  snd,  as  the  waves  were  unconunoiily  mb. 
Richard  felt  the  sickness  diminish,  which,  for  a 
siderable  part  of  the  oassage,  had  oocupied  hk 
tion  more  than  anv  tninfi^  else. 

The  master  of  tne  bnk  in  honour  to  hia  i 
gers,  and  affection  to  his  old  schoolfellow,  had 
an  awnin|(  upon  deck,  and  proposed  to  have  the  pJB- 
sure  of  giving  them  a  little  treat  befiare  tbey  kd  as 
vessel.    Lobscous.  sea-pipe,  and  other  delicacies  d  i 
naval  description,  bad  been  provided  in  a  quaattf?  be 
disproportionate  to  the  number  of  the  iniesta.    k 
the  punch  which  succeeded  was  of  exeeuent  faahi|. 
and  portentously  strong.    Captain  Hillary  pushed  i 
round,  and  insisted  upon  his  companion  takai^  k« 
full  snare  in  the  merry  bout,  the  rather  that  at  k 
facetiously  said,  there  had  been  some  dryness  betvcs 
them,  which  good  liquor  would  he  soTetettin  ta  r- 
movin{;.    He  renewed,  with  additional  spmdo^ 
the  various  panoramic  scenes  of  India  and  lodiaB  ad- 
ventures, which  had  first  excited  the  ambition  of  Xrt- 
dlemas,  and  a^ured  him,  that  even  if  be  sboald  as 
be  able  to  get  him  a  commission  instantly,  ycc  i 
shorter  delay  would  only  give  him  time  to  bettmt 
better  acquainted  with  hia  military  dudes ;  and  libt 
dlemas  was  too  much  elevated  by  the  Ikiuor  he  fasc 
drank,  to  see  any  difficulty  which  could  oppose  tutc 
to  his  fortimes.    Whether  those  who  shsured  m  thf 
compotaiion  were  more  seasoned   topers — vhetka 
Middlemas  drank  more  than  they— or  whether,  is  W 
himself  afterwards  suspected,  his  cop  bad  been  dnf 
ged,  like  those  of  King  Duncan's  oody^fmaid,  a  ■ 
certain,  that  on  thiaoccaeioa  he  passed,  with  uaawsi 
rapidity,  through  all  the  difierent  phases  of  thtis- 
spectaole    state  of   drunkenness,^! aughedL   9«aft 
whooped,  and  hallooed,  was  maudlin  m  bv  M- 
nesa,  ana  frantic  in  his  wrath,  and  at  length  fdl  alB 
a  fast  and  impercarbabis  sleep. 
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Tile  effect  of  the  liquor  displayed  itself,  as  usnal,  in 
a  hundred  wild  dreams  of  pafched  deserts,  and  of  ser- 
pents whose  bite  inflicted  the  most  intolerable  thirst 
""of  the  suffering  of  the  Indian  on  the  death-stake— 
and  the  torments  of  the  infernal  regions  themselves ; 
when  at  len^^th  he  awakened,  and  it  appeared  that 
the  latter  vision  was  in  fact  realized.  The  sounds 
which  hajd  at  first  influenced  his  dreams,  and  at  length 
broken  his  slumbers,  were  of  the  most  horrible,  as 
well  as  the  most  melancholy  description.  They  came 
from  the  ranges  of  pallet-beds,  which  were  ctoselv 
packed  together  in  a  species  of  military  hospital, 
where  a  burning  fever  was  the  prevalent  complaint. 
Many  of  the  patients  were  under  the  influence  of  a 
high  delirium,  during  which  they  shouted,  shrieked, 
laughed,  blasphemed,  and  uttered  the  most  horrible 
imprecations.  Others,  sensible  of  their  condition,  be- 
wailed it  wth  low  groans,  and  some  attempts  at 
devotion,  which  showed  their  ignorance  of  the  prin- 
ciples, and  even  the  forms  of  reli^on.  Those  who 
were  convalescent  talked  ribaldry  m  a  loud  tone,  or 
whispered  to  each  otber  in  cant  language,  upon 
schemes,  which,  as  far  as  a  passing  phrase  could  be 
understood  by  a  novice,  had  relation  to  violent  and 
criminal  exploits. 

Richard  Middlemas's  astonishment  was  equal  to 
his  horror.  He  had  but  one  advantage  over  the  poor- 
wretches  with  whom  he  was  classed,  and  it  was  in 
enjoying  the  luxury  of  a  pallet  to  himself— most  of 
the  others  being  occupied  bv  two  unhappy  beings. 
He  saw  no  one  who  appeareo  to  attend  to  the  wants. 
or  to  heed  the  complaints,  of  the  wretches  around 
him,  or  to  whom  he  could  offer  any  appeal  against 
his  present  situation.  He  looked  for  his  clothes,  that 
he  might  arise  and  extricate  himself  from  this  den  of 
horrors:  but  his  clothes  were  nowhere  to  be  seen, 
nor  did  he  see  his  portmanteau,  or  sea-chest.  It  was 
much  to  be  apprehended  he  would  never  see  them 
more. 

Then,  but  too  late,  he  remembered  the  insinuations 
which  had  passed  current  respecting  his  friend  the 
Captain,  who  was  supposed  to  have  been  discharged 
by  Mr.  Lawford,  on  account  of  some  breach  of  trust 
in  the  Town-Clerk's  service.  But  that  he  should 
have  trepanned  the  friend  who  had  reposed  his  whole 
confidence  in  him— that  he  should  nave  plundered 
him  of  his  fortune,  and  placed  him  in  this  house  of 
pestilence,  with  the  hope  that  death  might  stifle  his 
tongue,  were  iniquities  not  to  have  been  anticipated, 
even  if  the  worst  of  these  reports  were  true. 

But  Middlemas  resolved  not  to  be  awanting  to  him- 
ad£  This  place  must  be  visited  by  some  officer,  mili- 
tary or  medicaL  to  whom  he  would  make  an  appeal, 
ana  alarm  his  fears  at  least,  if  he  could  not  awaken 
his  conscience.  While  he  revolved  these  distracting 
thoughts,  tormented  at  the  same  time  by  a  burning 
thirst  which  he  had  no  means  of  satisfymg,  he  en- 
deavoured to  discover  il,  among  those  stretched  upon 
the  pallets  nearest  him,  he  oould  not  discern  some 
one  likely  to  enter  into  conversation  with  him.  and 
give  him  some  information  about  the  nature  and  cus- 
toms  of  this  horrid  place.  But  the  bed  nearest  him 
was  occupied  by  two  fellows,  who,  although  to  judge 
from  their  gaunt  cheeks,  hollow  eyes,  and  ghastly 
looks,  they  were  apparently  recovermg  from  tne  dis- 
ease, and  just  rescued  from  the  jaws  of  death,  were 
deeply  engaged  in  endeavouring  to  cheat  each  other 
of  a  few  naif-pence  at  a  game  of  cribbage,  mixing 
the  terms  of  the  game  with  oaths  not  loud  out  deep : 
each  turn  of  luck  being  hailed  by  the  winner  as  well 
as  the  loser  with  execrations,  which  seemed  de- 
signed to  blight  both  body  and  soul,  now  used  as  the 
language  of  triumph,  and  now  as  reproaches  against 
fortune. 

Next  to  the  gamblers  was  a  pallet,  occupied  indeed 
by  two  bodies,  out  only  one  of  which  was  living— the 
other  sufferer  had  been  recently  relieved  from  his 


agony. 

*  He  IS  dead— he  is  dead !"  said  the  wretched 


sur- 


vivor. 


"Then  do  you  die  too,  and  be  d— d,"  answered  one 
of  the  players,  "  and  then  there  will  be  a  pair  of  you. 


«P»^«y. 


you  he  is  growing  stiff  and  cold,"  said  the 


poor  wretch—**  the  dead  is  no  bed-fellow  for  the  Uving. 
For  God's  sake,  help  to  rid  me  of  the  corpse.'' 

"  Av,  and  get  the  credit  of  having  don6  him— as 
may  Be  the  case  with  yourself,  friend — ^for  he  had 
some  two  or  three  hoggs  about  him" 

"You  know  you  took  the  last  rap  from  his  breeches- 
pocket  not  an  hour  ago,"  expostulated  the  poor  con- 
valescent—** But  help  me  to  take  the  body  out  of  the 
bed,  and  I  will  not  tell  the  jigetr-dubher  that  you 
have  been  beforehand  with  him. 

*' You  tell  thejigeer'duhbtrP'  answered  the  crib- 
bage player.  '*  ^ucn  another  word,  and  I  will  twist 
your  head  round  till  your  eyes  look  at  the  drummer's 
nand-writing  on  your  back.  Hold  your  peace,  and 
don't  bother  our  game  with  your  gammon,  or  I  will 
make  you  as  mute  as  your  bedfellow." 

The  unhappy  wretch,  exhausted,  sunk  back  beside 
his  hideous  companion,  and  the  usual  jargon  of  the 
game,  interlarded  with  execrations,  went  on  as  before. 

From  this  specimen  of  the  most  obdurate  indifier- 
ence,  contrasted  with  the  last  excess  of  misery,  Mid- 
dlemas became  satisfied  how  Uttle  could  be  made  of 
an  appeal  to  the  humanity  of  his  fellow-sufferers.  His 
heart  sunk  within  him.  and  the  thoughts  of  the  happy 
and  peacefiil  home,  which  he  might  have,  called  his 
own,  arose  before  his  over-heated  fancy,  with  a  vivid- 
ness of  perception  that  bordered  upon  insanihr.  He 
saw  before  him  the  rivulet  which  wanders  through 
the  burgh-muir,  of  Middlemas,  where  he  had  00  often 
set  little  mills  for  the  amusement  of  Menie  while  she 
was  a  child.  One  draught  of  it  would  have  been 
worth  all  the  diamonds  of  the  East,  which  of  late  be 
had  worshipped  with  such  devotion ;  but  that  draught 
was  denied  to  him  as  to  Tantalus. 

Rallying  his  senses  from  this  passing  illusion,  and 
knowing  enough  of  the  practice  of  the  medical  art, 
to  be  aware  of  the  necessity  of  preventing  his  kiaas 
fivm  wandering  if  possible,  he  endeavoured  to  recol- 
lect that  he  was  a  surgeon,  and,  after  all,  should  not 
have  the  extreme  fear  for  the  interior  of  a  military 
hospital,  which  its  horrors  might  inspire  into  stran- 
gers to  the  profession.  But  though  he  strove,  by  such 
recollections,  to  rally  his  spirits,  he  was  not  the  less 
aware  of  the  difference  betwixt  the  condition  of  a 
surgeon,  who  might  have  attended  such  a  place  in 
the  course  of  his  duty,  and  a  poor  inhabitant,  who 
was  at  once  a  patient  and  a  prisoner. 

A  footstep  was  now  heard  m  the  apartment,  which 
seemed  to  silence  all  the  varied  sounds  of  wo  that 
filled  it.  The  cribbage  party  hid  their  cards,  and 
ceased  their  oaths;  other  wretches,  whose  com- 
plaints had  arisen  to  frenzy,  left  off  their  wild  ex- 
clamations and  entreaties  for  assistance.  Agony 
softened  her  shriek,  Insanity  hushed  its  senseless 
clamours,  and  even  Death  seemed  deBut>us  to  stifle 
his  parting  groan  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Seelen- 
cooper.  Tms  official  was  the  superintendent,  or,  as 
the  miserable  inhabitants  termed  him,  the  Governor 
of  the  Hospital.  He  had  all  the  an-  of  havinf^  been 
originally  a  turnkey  in  some  ill-regulated  jail— « 
stout,  short,  bandy-ieggjed  man,  with  one  eye,  and  a 
double  poruon  oi'^  ferocity  in  that  which  remamed. 
He  wore  an  old-fashioned  tarnished  uniform,  which 
did  not  seem  to  have  been  made  for  him ;  and  the 
voice  in  which  this  minister  of  humanity  addressed 
the  sick,  was  that  of  a  boatswain,  shouting  m  the 
midst  of  a  storm.  He  had  pistols  and  a  cutlass  in 
his  belt ;  for  his  mode  of  administration  being  such 
as  provoked  even  hospital  patients  to  revolt,  nis  life 
baa  been  more  than  once  in  danger  amongst  them. 
He  was  followed  by  two  assistants,  who  carried 
handcuffs  and  strait  jackets. 

As  Seelencooper  made  his  rounds,  complaint  and 
pain  were  hushed,  and  the  flourish  of  the  bamboo, 
which  he  bore  in  his  hand,  seemed  powerftil  aa  the 
wand  of  a  magician  to  silence  all  complaint  and 
remonstrance. 

*'  I  tell  you  the  meat  is  as  sweet  as  a  nosegay— 
and  for  the  bread,  it's  good  enough,  and  too  good, 
for  a  set  of  lubbers,  that  lie  shamming  Abranam, 
and  consuming  Uie  Right  Honourable  Company's 
victuals— I  doirt  speak  to  them  that  are  really  sick, 
for  God  knows  I  am  always  for  humanity." 

**If  thatbe  the  case,  sir/  sud  Bidiud  MMdlemai. 
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whose  Uir  the  Captain  had  approached,  while  he 
was  thus  answering  the  low  and  humble  comDlamts 
of  those  by  whose  bed-side  he  passed—"  if  that  be 
the  case,  sir,  I  hope  your  humanity  will  make  you 
attend  to  what  I  say. 

"And  who  the  devil  are  youT'  said  the  governor, 
turning  on  him  his  an^e  eye  of  fire,  while  a  sneer 
gathered  on  his  harsh  features,  which  were  so  well 
qualified  to  express  it. 

"  My  name  is  Middlemas— I  come  from  Scotland, 
and  have  been  sent  here  by  some  stranf(e  mistake. 
I  am  neither  a  private  soldier,  nor  am  I  mdisposed, 
more  than  by  the  heat  of  this  cursed  place." 

"  Why  then,  friend,  all  I  have  to  ask  you  is,  whe- 
ther you  are  an  attested  recruit  or  not  T 

"I  was  attested  at  Edinburgh,"  said  Middlemas, 
"but" 

"But  what  the  devil  would  you  have,  then  1— you 
are  enlisted— the  Captain  and  the  Doctor  sent  you 
here— surely  they  know  best  whether  you  are  private 
or  officer,  sick  or  well." 

"  But  I  was  promised,"  said  Mkidlemas,  "  pro- 
mised by  Tom  HUlary" 

"  Promised,  were  you  1    Why,  there  is  not  a  man       As  Middlemas  returned  to  his  aaxaem,  he  « 
here  that  has  not  been  promised  something  by  some-   sible  that  his  blood  felt  more  cool ;  that  the 


stranoe  only  procured  him  a  blow  from 
Seelencooper's  rattan,  and  a  tender  admowiWD  it 
hold  his  tongue,  if  he  valued  a  whole  skin. 

Irritated  at  once  by  sufferings  of  the  mind  asd«f 
the  body,  tormented  by  raging  Uiirat,  apd  by  the  i 
of  his  own  dreadful  situation,  the  mind  tn  ''' 
Middlemas  seemed  to  be  on  the  point  of 
unsettled.  He  felt  an  insane  desire  to  imiisie 
reply  to  the  groans,  oaths,  and  ribaldry,  which,  m 
soon  as  the  superintendent  quitted  the  hospital,  teuoti 
around  him.  He  longed,  tboui^  he  struggled  againit 
the  impulse,  to  vie  in  cursea  with  the  reprobate,  nti 
in  screams  with  the  maniac.  But  his  tongoe,cwve» 
the  roof  of  his  mouth,  his  mouth  itself  i 


with  ashes ;  there  came  upon  him  a  dimneas  of  "^ 
a  rushing  sound  in  his  ears,  and  the  powers  afv 
were  for  a  time  suspended. 


CHAPTER  VIL 


A  win  phrncian,  skill'd 
I«  more  Umo  araue*  to  Ihs 


body  or  another,  or  perhaps  has  promised  something 
to  himself.  This  is  the  Und  of  promise,  my  smart 
fellow,  but  you  know  it  is  India  that  must  be  the 
land  of  performance.  So  good  morning  to  you.  The 
Doctor  will  come  his  rounds  presently,  and  put  you 
all  to  rights." 

"Stay  but  one  moment— one  moment  only—I  have 
been  robbed." 

"Robbed!  look  you  there  now,"  said  the  Go- 
vernor—"everybody  that  comes  here  has  been  rob- 
bed.—Egad,  I  am  the  luckiest  fellow  in  Europe- 
other  people  in  my  line  have  only  thieves  and  black- 
guaids  upon  their  nands;  but  none  come  to  my  ken 
ut  honest,  decent,  unfortunate  gentlemen,  that  have 
been  robbed  I" 

"Take  care  how  you  treat  this  so  lightly,  sir," 
said  Middlemas ; "  I  have  been  robbed  of  a  thousand 
pounds." 

Here  Governor  Seelencooper's  gravity  was  totally 
overcome,  and  his  laugh  was  echoed  by  several  of  the 
patients,  either  because  they  wished  to  curry  favour 
with  the  superintendent,  or  from  the  feehng  which 
influences  evil  spirits  to  rejoice  in  the  tortures  of 
those  who  are  sent  to  share  their  agony. 

"A  thousand  pounds!"  exclaimed  Captain  Seelen- 
cooper,  as  he  recovered  his  breath,—"  Come,  that's  a 

food  one — ^I  like  a  fellow  that  does  not  make  two 
ites  of  a  cherry— why,  there  b  not  a  cull  in  the  ken 
that  pretends  to  have  lost  more  than  a  few  hoggs, 
and  here  is  a  servant  to  the  Honourable  Companv 
that  has  been  robbed  of  a  thousand  pounds !  Weil 
done,  Mr.  Tom  of  Ten  Thonsand— you're  a  credit  to 
the  house,  and  to  the  service,  and  so  good  morning 
to  you." 

He  passed  oo,  and  Richard,  starting  up  in  a  storm 
of  anser  and  despair,  found,  as  he  would  have  called 
afler  him,  that  bis  voice,  betwixt  thirst  and  agitation, 
refused  its  oflke.  "  Water,  water!"  he  said,  laying 
hold,  at  the  same  time,  of  one  of  the  assistants  who 
followed  Seelenoooper  by  the  sleeve.  The  fellow 
looked  carelessly  round;  there  was  a  jug  stood  by 
the  side  of  the  cribbage  players,  which  he  reached  to 
Middlemaa,  bidding  him,  "  Drink  and  be  d— d." 

The  man's  back  was  no  sooner  turned,  than  the 
gamester  threw  himself  from  his  own  bed  into  that 
of  Middlemas,  and  grasping  firm  hold  of  the  arm  of 
Richard,«ere  he  could  carry  the  vessel  to  his  head, 
awore  he  ahould  not  have  his  booze.     It  may  be 
readily  conjectured,  that  the  pitcher  thus  anxiously 
and  desperately  reclaimed,  contained  something  bet- 
ter than  the  pure  element    in  fact,  a  lai^  proportion 
of  it  was  gin.    The  jug  was  broken  in  the  struggle, 
and  the  liquor  spilt.    Middlemas  dealt  a  blow  to  the 
assailant,  which  was  amply  and  heartily  repaid,  and 
a  combat  would  have  ensued,  but  for  the  interference 
of  the  superintendent  and  his  assistants,  who,  with  a 
dexterity  that  ahowad  them  wdl  acquainted  vrith 
such  emergencies,  clapped  a  stratt-vraistooat  upon 
each  of  the  antagonists.    Richard's  efibrts  at  remon- 


throb  of  his  pulsation  waa  diminished :  that  the  fip- 
tures  on  his  person  were  removed,  ana  hia  fanii^  pff- 
formed  their  fiinctions  more  freely.  One  aflsscai 
was  binding  up  a  veto,  from  which  a  ooiuidRabk 
quantity  of  blood  had  been  taken ;  another,  who  had 
just  waahed  the  face  of  the  patient,  isras  hoMiBga» 
matic  vinegar  to  his  nostrds.  As  he  began  to  opa 
his  eyes,  the  person  who  had  just  completed  ifct 
bandage,  said  m  Latin,  but  in  a  very  low  looe,  aarf 
without  raising  his  head,  "  Annon  eis  Bicaidas  ft 
Middleman  ex  dvitate  Middlemasaiexise  1  Reapoa^ 
in  Lingua  Latina." 

"  Sum  iUe  miserrimua,"  replied  Ricbaid,  again  ih«- 
ting  his  eyes :  for  straiige  aa  it  may  seem,  the  «■■ 
of  nis  comrade  Adam  Hartley,  thoogfa  his  piiieng 
might  be  of  so  much  consequence  in  this  eiucfgiy. 
conveyed  a  pane  to  his  wounded  pride.  He  was  eoa* 
scions  of  unkinolv,  if  not  hostile  feelings  towardi  lai 
old  companion ;  he  remembered  the  tone  of  supcrioP' 
ity  which  he  used  to  assome  over  him,  and  thus  is  ■ 
stretched  at  his  fisei,  and  in  a  manner  at  his  nercv, 
aggravated  his  distress,  by  the  feelings  of  the  cyac 
chieftain,  "  Earl  Percy  sees  my  fall."  This  wu, 
however,  too  unreasonable  an  emotion  to  sobaa 
above  a  minute.  In  the  next  he  aTsuJed  himaetf  d 
the  Latin  language,  with  which  both  were  fiunfai 
(for  in  that  time  the  medical  studies  at  theeelsbiiM 
University  of  Edinburgh  were,  m  a  great  metmm. 
conducted  in  Latin,)  to  tell  in  a  few  worda  lus  osi 
folly,  and  the  villan^f  of  Hillanr. 

"  I  must  be  gone  instantly,"  aaid  Hartley— **  Mi 
courage— I  trust  to  be  able  to  aaaist  you.  la  lis 
mean  time,  take  food  and  phvsic  from  none  bai  m 
servant,  who  yon  see  holds  the  sponge  in  his  baal 
You  are  in  a  place  vrhere  a  man*a  life  has  beoi  laksi 
for  the  sake  of  his  gold  sleeve-battona." 

"  Stay  vet  a  moment,"  sakl  Middlonaa— **  Letv 
remove  thia  temptation  from  my  dangeroos 
hours." 
He  drew  a  amall  packet  from 

and  out  it  into  Hartley'a  hands. 
"lfldie,"hesaid,  "^bemy 

better  than  I." 
All  answer  waa  prevented  by  the  hoane  xmetd 

Seelencooper. 
"  Well,  Doctor,  will  you  carry  ihmqgfa  yov  y- 

tientr' 
"  Symptoms  are  dubkHia  yet,"  aaid  the  Dsdor- 

"That  was  an  alarming  swoon.    Yon  rnnsi  hs« 

him  carried  into  the  private  ward,  and  my  young ■■ 

shall  attend  him." 
"  Why,  if  Tou  command  it,  Doctor,  needs  noit;' 

but  I  can  ten  you  there  is  a  man  we  both  know,  ths: 

has  a  thousand  reasons  at  least  for  keeping  hv  ■ 

the  pubUc  ward." 
"  I  know  nothing  of  your  thouaand  reatcm,"  tm 

Hartley ;  "  1  can  only  tell  you  that  this  jomigtf^ 

is  ss  wdl-limbed  and  likely  a  lad  as  the  Cs^sa? 

have  among  their  recmitaL    It  'm  my  bosiiies  is  a^ 
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him  for  their  service,  and  if  he  dies  by  your  ncglt^ting 
what  I  direct,  depend  upon  it  I  will  not  allow  the 
blame  to  lie  at  my  door.  I  will  tell  the  General  the 
charge  I  have  given  you." 

"*  The  General !"  said  Soelcncooper,  much  embar- 
rassed—" Tell  the  Goneral  ?— ay,  about  his  health. 
But  you  will  not  say  any  thin^  about  what  he  may 
have  said  in  his  li^ht-hcaded  fits  ?  My  eyt-s !  if  you 
listen  to  what  feverish  patients  say  when  the  tantivy 
is  in  their  brain,  your  back  will  soon  break  with  tale- 
bcarinc,  for  I  will  warrant  you  plenty  of  them  to 
carry. 

"  Captain  Seelencooper,"  said  the  Doctor,  "  I  do 
not  meddle  with  your  department  in  the  hospital : 
My  advice  to  you  is,  not  to  trouble  yourself  with 
mine.  I  suppose,  as  I  have  a  com  mission  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  have  besides  a  regular  diploma  as  a  uliysi- 
cian,  I  know  when  my  patient  is  light-headed  or 
otherwise.  So  do  you  let  t  he  man  U>  cari>fully  looked 
after,  at  your  peril. 

Thus  saying^  he  left  tlie  hospital,  but  not  till,  under 
pretext  of  agam  consulting  the  pulse,  he  pressed  the 
patient's  hand,  as  if  to  assure  hun  once  more  of  his 
exertions  for  his  liberation. 

"  My  eyes !"  muttered  Seelencooper,  "  this  cocke- 
rel crows  gallant,  to  come  from  a  Scotch  roost ;  but 
I  would  know  well  enough  how  to  fetch  the  youngster 
off  the  perch,  if  it  were  not  for  the  cure  he  has  done 
on  the  General's  iiickuninies." 

Enough  of  this  fell  on  Richard's  ear  to  suggest 
hopes  of  deliverance,  which  wire  increased  when  he 
was  shortly  afterwards  removed  to  a  separate  ward, 
a  placo  much  more  decent  in  upttearance,  and  in- 
habited only  by  two  patients,  who  seemed  petty 
officers.  Although  sensible  that  he  had  no  illness, 
save  that  weakness  which  succtHNis  violent  agitation. 
he  deeme<i  it  widest  to  suifer  himself  still  to  be  treatea 
as  a  patient,  in  consideration  that  he  should  thus 
reniain  under  his  comrade's  superintendence.  Yet 
while  preparing  to  avail  himself  of  Hartley's  good 
officers  the  i)revailing  reflection  of  his  secret  bosom 
was  the  ungrateful  sentiment,  '*  Had  Heaven  no 
other  means  of  saving  me  than  by  the  hands  of  him 
I  like  least  on  the  face  of  the  eartii  ?" 

Mean  while,  ignorant  of  the  ungrateful  sentiments 
of  his  comrade,  nnd  indeed  whouy  indifferent  how 
he  felt  towards  him.  Hartley  proceeded  in  doing  him 
micli  service  as  was  in  his  power,  without  any  other 
object  than  the  discharge  of  his  own  duty  as  a  man 
and  as  a  Christian.  The  manner  in  which  he  became 
qualifie^l  to  render  his  comratie  assistance,  requires 
some  short  explanntion. 

Our  story  took  place  at  a  iieriol,  when  the  Direc- 
tors of  i  be  East  India  Company,  with  that  hardy 
and  persevering^  policy  which  has  raise<l   to  such  a 
height  the  Britisli  Kinpire  in  the  Kust,  had  deter- 
mined to  send  a  Inr:;*;  reinforcement  of  Kurup^/un 
troops  to  the  support  of  their  power  in  India,  then 
threatened  by  the  kiim'lom  of  Mysore,  of  whicii  the 
celebratfl  Hyder  Ally  had  usurpe:!  the  government, 
after  dethroning  his  master.    Considerable  dilficulty 
was  found  in  obtaining  recruits  for    that    service. 
Those  wiio  might  have  been  otherwise  disposed  to 
be  soldiers,  were  afrai'l  ot  the  eiiinate,  and  (»f  the 
species  of  banishment  which  the  en'^agenient  im- 
plied ;  and  doubttrd  also  h  iw  far  the  engagements  of 
the  (Company  might  be  faithfully  observed  towards 
them,  when  they  were  remove*!  from  flic  i)ri)tection 
of  the  liriiish  laws.     For  these  and  other  reasons, 
the  military  service  of  the  King  was  preferred,  and 
that  of  the  Company  could  only  procure  the  worst 
recruits,  although  their  zealous  agents  scrupleil  not 
to  employ  the  worst  means.    Indeed  the  practice  of 
kidnapping,  or  crimping,  as  it  is  technically  called, 
was  at  that  time  general,  whetherfor  the  colonies,  or 
even  for  tiie  King's  troops:  and  as  the  agents  em- 
ployed in  such  transactions  mii.ot  be  of  course  en- 
tirt-ly  unscrupulous,  there  was  not  only  nmch  vil- 
lany  committe<l  in  thedirect  prosecution  of  the  trade, 
but  it  gave  risi;  incideiiially  to  remarknblo  cases  of 
robbery,  and  evcrn  murder.     Such  ntrociiies  were  of 
course  concealed  t'rom  the  authorities  for  whom  the 
levies  WiTe  made,  and  the  nitcessity  of  obtaining 
■ohiiera  made  men,  whose  conduct  was  otherwise 


unexceptionable,  cold  in  looking  closely  into  the 
mode  in  which  their  recruiting  service  was  con- 
ducted. 

The  principal  depdt  of  the  troops  which  were  by 
these  means  assembled,  was  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
where  the  season  proving  unhealthy,  and  the  men 
themselves  being  many  of  tnem  of  a  baa  habit  of  body, 
a  fever  of  a  malignant  character  broke  out  amongst 
them,  and  8pee<hly  crowded  with  patients  the  mili- 
tary hospital,  of  which  Mr.  Seclencooper,  himself  an 
old  and  experienced  crimp  and  kidnapper,  had  ob- 
tained the  superintendence.  Irregularities  began  to 
take  place  also  among  the  soldiers  who  remained 
healthy,  and  the  necessity  of  subjecting  them  to  some 
discipline  before  they  sailed  was  so  evident,  that  se- 
veral officers  of  the  Company's  naval  service  ex- 
pressed their  belief  that  otherwise  there  would  be 
dangerous  mutinies  on  the  passage. 

To  reini?dy  the  first  of  these  evils,  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors sent  down  to  the  island  several  of  their  me- 
dical servants,  amongst  whom  was  Hartley,  whose 
qualifications  liad  been  amply  certified  by  a  niedical 
board,  before  which  he  had  passed  an  exaniination, 
besides  bis  possessing  a  diploma  from  the  University 
of  }-xlinburgh  as  M.  D. 

To  enforce  the  discipline  of  their  soldiers,  the 
Court  committed  full  power  to  one  of  their  own  body, 
Gt>neral  Wiiheiington.  The  General  was  an  officer 
who  had  distinguished  him si'lf  highly  in  their  service. 
He  had  returned  from  India  five  or  six  years  before, 
with  a  large  fortune,  which  he  had  rendered  much 

greater  by  an  advantageous  marriage  with  a  rich 
eiress.  The  General  and  his  lady  went  little  into 
society,  but  seemed  to  live  entirely  for  their  infant 
family,  those  in  number  being  three,  two  boys  and  a 
girl.  Although  he  had  retired  from  the  service,  he 
wiUingly  undertook  the  temporary  charge  com mittfad 
to  hinri,  and  taking  a  house  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance from  the  town  of  Rvde,  he  procitxled  to  enrol 
the  troops  into  separate  bodies,  appoint  officers  of 
capacity  to  each,  and  by  regular  trammg  and  disci- 
pline, gradually  to  bring  them  into  something  rc- 
st'inbhng  good  order.  He  h<rard  then*  complaints  of 
ill  usage  in  the  articles  of  provisions  and  appoint- 
ments, and  did  them  upon  all  occasions  the  stnctest 
justice^  save  that  he  was  never  known  to  restore  one 
recniit  to  his  fre<tlom  from  the  service,  however  un- 
fairly or  even  illegsily  his  attestation  might  have 
been  obtained.  ,  ,   -  , 

■'  It  is  none  of  my  business,"  said  General  V\  ither- 
ington,  "  how  you  l>ecame  stddiers,— soldiers  I  found 
you,  and  soldiers  I  will  leave  you.  But  I  will  take 
especial  care,  that  as  soldiers  you  shall  have  every 
thmc.  to  a  penny  or  a  pin's  head,  that  you  are  justly 
eniiiled  to.'  He  went  to  work  without  fear  or  fa- 
v<^ur,  reported  many  abuses  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 
had  several  officers,  commissaries,  du:.  removed 
IroiU  the  service,  and  made  his  name  as  great  a  terror 
to  the  peculators  at  home,  as  it  had  been  to  the 
enemies  of  Britain  in  Hindostan. 

Captain  Seelencooper,  and  his  associates  in  the 
hospital  department,  heard  and  trembled,  fearing 
that  their  turn  should  come  next;  but  the  General, 
who  elsewhere  examined  all  with  his  own  eyes, 
showed  a  reluctance  to  visit  the  hospital  in  person. 
Public  rei>ort  industriously  imputed  this  to  fear  of  in- 
f<c»ion.  Such  was  certainly  the  motive ;  though  it 
was  not  fear  for  his  own  safety  that  influenced  Crenc- 
ral  Witherington,  but  he  dreaded  lest  he  should  carry 
the  infttction  home  to  the  nursery,  on  which  he 
doaied.  The  alarm  of  liis  lady  was  yet  mofc  un- 
reasonably sensitive ;  she  would  scarcely  suffer  the 
children  to  walk  abroad,  if  the  wind  but  blew  from 
the  quarter  where  the  Hospital  was  situated. 

But  Providemx'  baffies  the  precautions  of  mortals. 
In  a  walk  across  the  fields,  chosen  us  the  most  shel- 
tere  1  and  sequestered,  the  children,  with  their  train 
of  Kastern  and  European  attrindants,  met  a  woman 
who  carried  a  child  that  was  recovering  from  the 
pniall-pox.  The  anxiety  of  the  father  joined  to  some 
religious  scruples  on  the  mother's  part,  had  |)OSt- 
pimed  inoculation,  which  was  then  scarcely  come 
into  general  use.  The  infection  caught  like  a  quick- 
matcn,  and  ran  Uke  wildfire  through  all  those  in  the 
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family  who  had  not  previously  had  the  dispaM*.  One 
of  the  General's  children,  the  second  boy,  died,  and 
two  of  ihe  Ay  as,  or  black  female  pervants,  had  the 
same  fate.  The  hearts  of  the  father  and  mother 
would  have  Imvu  broken  for  the  child  they  had  lost, 
had  not  their  jnief  been  suspended  by  anxiety  for  the 
fate  of  those  who  lived,  and  who  were  confessed  to 
be  in  imminent  drmper.  They  were  like  pr-rsona  dis- 
traeted.  ns  the  Bvmptoms  of  the  poor  patient^  seemed 
gradually  to  resemble  more  nearly  that  of  the  child 
already  lost. 

While  the  parents  were  in  this  agony  of  apprehen- 
sion, the  General's  principal  servant,  a  native  of 
Nonhumberlnnd  likenimself,  informo<l  him  one  morn- 
ing that  there  wasa  voung  man  from  the  same  county 
among  the  hospital  doctors,  who  had  publicly  blnmed 
the  mode  of  treatment  obstirved  towards  the  patients, 
and  spoken  of  another  which  ho  had  seen  practised 
with  emment  8u<*cess. 

"  Some  impudent  iiuack,"  said  the  General,  "who 
would  force  himself  into  business  by  bold  assertions. 
Doctor  Tourniquet  and  Doctor  Lancelot  are  men  of 
high  reputation." 

Do  not  mention  their  reputation,"  said  the  mo- 
ther, with  a  mother's  impatience  ;  "did  they  not  let 
my  sweet  Reuben  die  ?  What  avails  the  reputation 
or  the  physician,  when  the  patient  nerisheth  ?" 

"  If  his  honour  would  but  see  Doctor  Hartley," 
said  W'inter,  turning  half  towards  the  lady,  and  then 
turning  back  agai:i  to  his  master.     "  He  is  a  very  | 
decent  young  man,  who  I  am  sure,  never  expec^ted ! 
what  he  said  to  reach  your  honour's  cars ;— and  he  | 
is  a  native  of  Xorthumberland." 

"  Send  a  s«'rvant  with  a  hnl  horse,"  said  the  Ge-  ■ 
neral ;  "  let  the  young  man  come  hither  instantly."     | 

it  is  well  known,  that  the  ancient  niode  of  treating 
the  small-pox  was  to  refuse  t«)  the  patient  everj' thing 
which  Nature  iirgpfl  him  to  desire ;  and,  in  particu- 
lar, to  confine  him  to  heated  rooms,  be«ls  loaded  with 
blankets,  and  spiced  wine,  when  nature  called  fori 
cold  water  an<l  fresh  air.    A  different  mode  of  treat- 1 
ment  had  of  late  been  adventured  upon  by  wime  ■ 
practitioners,  who  preferred  reason  to  authnnty,  and 
Gideon  Gray  had  followed  it  for  several  years  with  | 
extraordinary  success. 

W'hen  ffeneral  Witheiington  saw  Hartley,  he  was  i 
startled  at  his  youth  :  but  wh«^  he  heard  him  mo- 1 
destly,  but  witHcoufiuenee,  state  »he  ditlen'tiee  of  the 
two  modes  of  treat mj-nt,  and   th-;  rationale  of  his 
practice,  he  listened  with  the  most  t-nrious  attentii)n. . 
So  did  his  lady,  her  streaming  eytft  turning  from 
Hartley  to  her  husband,  as  if  tu  watch  -jvhat  imprrs- 
sion  the  arguments  of  the  former  were  nnkingupon 
the  latter.    Generil  Witheringion  was  Wi.Mii  for  a 
few  minutes  afiiT  Hartley  had  finished  his  exposition, 
and  eeeme<l  buried  in  profound  retlection.     "  To  treat 
a  fever,"  he  saiil.  "  in  a  manner  which  tends  to  pro- 
duce one,  seems  indi»ed  to  be  adding  fuel  to  fire." 

"  It  is— it  is,"  .said  the  lady.  "  Let  us  trust  this 
young  man,  (ieneral  Witherington.  We  shall  at  least 
give  our  darlings  the  comforts  of  the  fresh  air  and 
cold  water,  for  which  they  are  pining." 

But  the  General  remained  undecided.    "Your rea- 
soning," he  said  to  Hartley,  "  seems  plausible  ;  but ' 
still  it  is  only  hyj>othesis.    What  can  you  show  to 
support  ynxir  tlieory,  in  opposition  to  the  general 
practice  f" 

"  My  own  observation,"  repli*^  the  young  man.  j 
"  Here  is  a  memorandum-book  of  medical  cases  • 
which  I  have  witnesswl.  It  contains  twenty  cases  of ! 
9malI-pox,  of  which  eighteen  were  recoveries." 

"  And  the  two  others  .'"  said  the  General. 

"Terminated  fatally,"  replied  Hartley;  "  wc  can 
as  yet  but  partially  disarm  this  scoura:eof  the  human 
race." 

"  Young  man,"  continued  the  General,  "  were  I  to 
say  that  a  thousand  gold  mohrs  were  yours  in  case 
my  children  live  under  your  treatment,  what  have  you 
to  peril  in  exchange  ?" 

My  reputatiori."  answered  Hartley,  firmly. 

"  And  you  could  warrant  on  your  reputation  the 
recovery  of  your  patients  ?" 

"  Grod  forbid  I  should  be  so  presiimptuoas !  But  I 
think  I  could  warrant  my  using  those  means,  which. 


with  God's  blessing,  afford  the  fairest  chance  of  i 
favourable  result." 

"  Knough — yon  are  modest  and  sensible,  as  w«ll 
as  bold,  and  I'will  tru.st  you." 

The  lady,  on  whom  Hartley's  words  and  maaner 
.  had  made  a  great  impression,  and  who  was  eaeerbj 
[  discontinue  a  mode  of  treatment  which  j-chjc-c"*!! 
i  the  patients  to  the  greatest  pain  and  Drivaiion.  and 
■  had  already  proved  unfortunate,  eagerly  acfiiiiescfd. 
and  Hartley  was  placed  in  full  authority  in  the  sirk 
room. 

Windows  wj  re  thrown  onen,  fires  reduced  or  ibs- 
continued,  loads  of  bed-clothes  removed.  co>l;r:ff 
drinks  superw-detl  mulled  wine  and  spices.  The  sck- 
nursi»s  cri^^d  out  murder.  Doctors  Tourniqjiei  arid 
Lancelot  retired  in  disg^ist,  mmacing  aiinerhing  like 
a  general  pestilence,  in  vengcancf  of  what  thej 
termed  rebellitm  against  the  negkvt  of  the  npiin- 
risms  of  Hippocrates.  Hartley  proce^ied  qiiK-tiy 
anti  steadily,  ami  the  patients  got  info  a  fair  ruad  iK 
recovery. 

The  young  Northumbrian  was  neither  concci;/xi 
nor  artful  ;  yet,  with  all  his  plainnes.^  of  characM, 
he  (ould  not  but  know  the  influenrt*  which  a  succe??- 
ful  physician  obtains  over  the  parents  of  the  child.'rt 
whoni  he  has  save<l  fnmi  the  grave,  and  esi  rr-'^lj? 
before  the  cure  is  actuallv  completed,  Hertrnilved 
to  u«e  this  influence  in  behalf  of  his  old  ron;nan;on. 
tnisfing  that  the  military  tenacity  of  General  Wirh- 
erington  would  give  way  on  consideration  of  the  ob- 
ligation so  lately  conferred  upon  him. 

On  his  way  to  the  (jeneral's  house,  which  watai 
present  his  constant  place  of  residence,  lie  examuin: 
the  ))acket  v/hich  Middlemas  haii  put  into  his  h.iniJ. 
It  contained  the  picture  of  Menie  Gray,  plainly  s^'t. 
and  the  ring,  with  brilliants,  which  Doc!«>r  Gray  had 
given  to  Richard,  as  his  mother's  last  gift.  Thi.- first 
of  these  tokens  extracted  from  honfsi  Hartley  a  «?h. 
perhaps  a  tear  of  sad  remembrance.  "  I  fear.'  h: 
said,  "she  has  not  chosen  worthily  ;  but  shesJiall  If 
happy,  if  I  can  make  hvr  so." 

Arrived  at  the  residence  of  General  Witherinjrton. 
our  Doctor  went  first  to  the  sick  apartment,  am!  tUw 
carrii^l  to  their  Darents  the  delightful  account  tha' 
the  recovery  of  the  children  might  be  considerrii  .■:# 
certain.  "  May  the  God  of  Israel  blesp  th«»,  u.u.ns 
man !"  said  the  lady,  trembling  with  emotion  :  "  iha 
hast  wiped  the  tear  from  the  eye  of  the  dc^painr.s 
mother.  And  yet— alas !  alas  f  still  it  must  f|iv.» 
when  I  think  of  my  chenib  Riuben.  Oh  I  Mr.  Har- 
ley,  why  did  we  not  know  ^'ou  a  week  sooner  ?— nn 
diirling  ha<l  not  then  died.' 

"(Tod  gives  and  takes  away,  my  lady."  answemi 
Hartley ;  "  and  you  must  remember,  thav  two  arr 
nstoreiJ  to  vou  out  of  thrw.  It  is  far  from  ceriaic. 
that  the  treatment  I  have  used  towards  the  cimva- 
le8C(>nts  woidd  have  brought  through  thtir  brofhtr: 
for  the  case,  as  reported  to  me,  was  of  a  very  iav;- 
terate  description." 

"  Doctor,  said  Witherington,  his  voice  tesiiftinfi 
more  emotion  than  he  usually  or  willingly  gave  Wv 
to,  **  you  can  comfort  the  sick  in  spirit  as  well  ns  :hc 
sir.k  m  body.  But  it  is  time  wc  settle  our  wactr. 
You  betted  your  n^putation,  which  remains  with  ynu. 
increased  by  all  the  credit  due  to  your  eminent  puc- 
eess,  against  a  thousand  gold  tnohrs,  the  value  cf 
which  you  will  find  in  that  pocketbook," 

"General  Witherington,"  said  Hartley,  "you  nr^ 
wealthy,  and  entitled  to  be  generous^ — ^I  am  pcmr. 
and  not  entitled  to  decline  whatever  may  be.  even  in 
a  liberal  sense,  a  compensation  for  my  professional 
attendance.  Rut  there  is  a  bound  to  cxtravaganrr. 
both  in  giving  and  accepting;  and  1  muft  not  hazari 
the  newly  acquired  reputation  with  which  you  finite? 
me,  by  giving  room  to  have  it  said,  that  I  flcecn' 
the  parents,  when  their  feelings  wen«  all  afloat  with 
anxiety  for  their  children.  Allow  nie  to  divide  this 
largo  sum ;  one  half  I  will  thankfully  retain  as  a 
most  liberal  recompense  for  my  labour;  andifnw 
still  think  you  owe  me  anything,  let  m?  haven  in 
the  advanta^of yourgood  opinion  and  counienanrr." 

"  If  I  acquiesce  m  your  proposal.  Doctor  Hanlev.' 
said  the  General,  reluctantly  receiving  back  a  partoi 
the  contents  of  the  pocketbook,  "it  ia  beeouie  J  bflp« 
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mrre  you  with  my  interest,  even  better  than  with 

f  purse." 

•And  indeed,  sir,"  replied  Hartley,  "it  was  upon 

or  interest  that  I  am  just  about  to  make  a  small 

«m." 

The  Gfeneral  and  his  ladv  spoke  both  in  the  same 

iMth,  to  assure  him  his  boon  was  granted  before 

ied. 

*I  am  not  so  sure  of  that,"  said  Hartley;  "for  it 

fleets  a  point  on  which  I  have  heard  say,  that  your 

icellency  is  rather  inflexible— the  discharxe  of  a 

cruit." 

*  My  duty  makes  me  so."  replied  the  General— 

Tou  kno)¥  the  sort  of  fellows  that  we  are  obliged 

I  content  ourselves  with— they  get  drunk— grow  pot- 

iliant — enlist  over- night,  ana  repent  next  mommg. 

n  am  to  dismiss  all  those  who  pretend  to  have  been 

iepanned,  we  should  have  few  volunteers  remain 
dund.  Every  one  has  some  idle  story  of  the  pro- 
uses  of  a  swaggering  Sergeant  Kite— It  is  imposai- 
Ib  to  attend  to  them.  But  let  me  hear  yours,  how- 
ver." 

"Mine  is  a  very  singular  case.  The  party  has 
wen  robbed  of  a  thousand  pounds." 

"  A  recruit  for  this  service  possessing  a  thousand 
Nmnds !  My  dear  Doctor,  depend  upon  it  the  fel- 
ow  has  gulled  you.  Bless  mv  heart,  would  a  man 
irho  had  a  thousand  pounds  think  of  enlisting  as  a 
private  sentinel  ?" 

"He  had  no  such  thoughts,"  answered  Hardey. 
"  He  was  persuaded  by  the  rogue  whom  he  trusted, 
that  he  was  to  have  a  commission." 

"  Then  his  friend  must  have  been  Tom  Hillary,  or 
&e  devil ; '  for  no  other  could  possess  so  much  cun- 
ning and  impudence.  He  will  certainly  find  his  way 
to  the  gallows  at  last.  Still  this  storv  of  the  thou- 
sand pounds  seems  a  touch  even  beyond  Tom  Hillary. 
What  reason  have  you  to  think  that  this  Mow  ever 
had  such  a  sum  of  money  7" 

"  I  have  the  best  reason  to  know  it  for  certain," 
answered  Hartley ;  "  he  and  I  served  our  time  toge- 
ther, under  the  same  excellent  master;  and  when  he 
came  of  age,  not  liking  the  profession  which  he  had 
studied,  and  obtaining  possession  of  his  little  fortune, 
he  was  deceived  by  the  promises  of  this  same  Hil- 
lary." 

Who  has  had  him  locked  up  in  our  well-ordered 
Hospital  yonder  7"  said  the  General. 

'*  Even  so,  please  your  Excellency,"  replied  Hart- 
Icy;  "not,  I  think,  to  cure  him  of  any  complaint,  bat 
to  give  him  the  opportunity  of  catchmg  one,  which 
would  silence  all  inquiries." 

"The  matter  shall  be  closely  looked  into.  But 
how  miserably  careless  the  young  man's  friends 
must  have  been  to  let  a  raw  lad  go  into  the  world 
with  such  a  companion  and  guide  as  Tom  Hillary, 
and  such  a  sum  as  a  thousand  pounds  in  his  pocket. 
His  parents  had  better  have  knocked  him  on  the 
head.  It  certainly  was  not  done  like  canny  Nor- 
thumberland, as  my  servant  Winter  calls  it." 

"  The  youth  must  indeed  have  had  strangely  hard- 
hearted, or  careless  parents,"  said  Mrs.  Withering- 
ton,  in  accents  of  pity. 

"  He  never  knew,  them,  madam,"  said  Hartley ; 
"  there  was  a  mystery  on  the  score  of  his  birth.  A 
cold,  unwilling,  and  almost  unknown  hand,  dealt 
him  out  his  portion  when  he  came  of  lawful  age,  and 
he  was  pushed  into  the  world  like  a  bark  forced  from 
shore,  without  nidder,  compass,  or  pilot." 

Here  General  Witherington  involuntarily  looked  to 
his  lady,  while,  guided  by  a  similar  impulse,  her  looks 
were  turned  upon  him.  They  exchanged  a  moment- 
ary glance  of  deep  and  peculiar  meaning,  and  then 
the  eves  of  both  were  fixed  on  the  ground. 

"Were  you  brought  up  in  Scotland?"  said  the 
lady,  addressing  herself,  in  a  faltering  voice,  to  Hart- 
ley—"And  what  was  your  master's  name?" 

"I  served  my  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  Gkleon 
Gray  of  ihe  town  of  Middlemas  "  said  Hartley. 

"  Middlemas !  Gray !"  repeated  the  lady,  and  fainted 
away. 

Hartley  offered  the  succours  of  his  profession ;  the 
husband  flew  to  support  her  head,  and  the  instant 
that  Mrs.  Witherington  began  to  recover,  he  whis- 


pered to  her,  in  a  tone  betwixt  entreaty  i  nd  warning, 

Zilia,  beware— beware !" 

Some  imperfect  sounds  which  aha  kU€  begun  to 
fhime,  died  away  upon  her  tongue. 

"Let  me  assist  you  to  your  dressini^room,  my 
Iovcl"  said  her  obviously  anxious  husbanc'. 

Sne  arose  with  the  action  of  an  automaton,  which 
moves  at  the  touch  of  a  spring,  and  half  banging 
upon  her  husband,  half  draggins  herself  on  by  her  own 
efforts,  had  nearly  reached  tne  door  of  the  room, 
when  Hardey  folloviring,  asked  if  he  oould  be  of  any 
service. 

"  No,  sir,"  said  the  General  sternly :  "  this  is  no 
case  for  a  stranger's  interference ;  when  you  are 
wanted  I  will  send  for  you." 

Hartley  stepped  back  on  receiving  a  rebuff  in  a 
tone  so  different  from  that  which  General  Withering- 
ton had  used  towards  him  in  their  previous  inter- 
course, and  disposed,  for  the  first  time,  to  give  credit 
to  public  report,  which  assigned  to  that  gentleman, 
with  several  good  qualities,  the  character  of  a  very 

Eroud  and  haughty  man.  Hitherto,  he  thought,  I 
ave  seen  him  tamed  by  sorrow  and  anxiety,  now 
the  mind  is  regaining  its  natural  tension.  But  he 
must  in  decency  interest  himself  for  this  unhappy 
Middlemas. 

The  General  returned  into  the  apartment  a  minute 
or  two  afterwards,  and  addressed  Hartley  in  his 
usual  tone  of  politeness,  though  apparently  still  under 
great  embarrassment,  which  he  m  vain  endeavoured 
to  conceal. 

"Mrs.  Witherington  is  better,"  he  said,  "and  will 
be  glad  to  see  you  oefore  dinner.  You  dine  with  us, 
I  hope  ?" 

Hartley  bowed. 

"  Mrs.  Witherington  is  rather  subject  to  this  sort  of 
nervous  fits,  and  she  has  been  mucn  harassed  of  late 
by  grief  and  apprehension.  When  she  recovers  from 
them,  it  is  a  few  minutes  before  she  can  collect  her 
ideas,  and  during  such  intervals — to  speak  very 
confidendally  to  you,  my  dear  Doctor  Hartley— she 
speaks  sometimes  about  imaginary  events  which  have 
never  happened,  and  sometimes  about  distressing 
occurrences  in  an  early  period  of  life.  I  am  not, 
therefore,  willing  that  any  one  but  myself,  or  her  old 
attendant  Mrs.  Lopez,  should  be  with  her  on  such 
occasions." 

Hartley  admitted  that  a  certain  degree  of  lighthead- 
edness was  often  the  consequence  of  nervous  fits. 

The  GJeneral  proceeded.  *  As  to  this  young  man— 
this  friend  of  yours— this  Richard  Middlemas^*-didyoa 
not  call  him  so?" 

"  Not  that  I  recollect,"  answered  Hartley ;  "  but 
your  Excellency  has  hit  upon  his  name." 

"That  is  odd  enough— Certainly  you  said  some- 
thing about  Middlemas?"  replied  Gfeneral  Wither- 
ington. 

^  I  mentioned  the  name  of  the  town,"  said  Hart- 
ley. 

"Ay,  and  I  caught  it  up  as  the  name  of  the  recruit 
—I  was  indeed  occupied  at  the  moment  by  an  anxiety 
about  my  wife.  But  this  Middlemaa,  since  such  is  his 
name,  is  a  wild  young  fellow,  I  suppose  ?" 

"  I  should  do  him  wrong  to  say  so,  your  Excellency. 
He  may  have  had  his  follies  like  other  young  men ; 
but  his  conduct  has,  so  far  as  I  know,  been  respecta- 
ble ;  but,  considering  we  lived  in  the  same  house  we 
were  not  very  intimate." 

"That  is  bad— I  should  have  liked  him— that  is— 
it  would  have  been  happy  for  him  to  have  had  a  friend 
like  you.  But  I  suppose  you  studied  too  hard  for 
him.  He  would  be  a  soldier,  ha?— Is  he  good- 
looking?" 

"  Remarkably  so,"  replied  Hartley ;  "  and  has  a 
very  prepossessing  manner." 

"Is  his  complexion  dark  or  fair?"  asked  the 
General. 

"Rather  uncommonly  dark,"  said  Hartley,— 
"darker,  if  I  may  use  the  freedom  than  your  Excel- 
lency's.'^ 

"Nay,  then,  he  must  be  a  black  ouzel  mdeed!^ 
Does  he  understand  laneueges  ?" 

"  Latin  snd  French  tolerably  well." 

"  Of  course  he  cannot  fence  or  dance  ?** 
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Pardon  me,  sir,  I  am  no, great  judge;  but  Rich- 
ard is  reckoned  to  do  both  with  uncommon  skill." 

'*  Indeed !— Sum  this  u{»,  and  it  sounds  well. 
Handsome,  accomplished  in  exercises,  moderatelv 
learned,  perfectly  well-bred,  not  unreasonably  wild. 
All  this  comes  too  high  for  the  situation  of  a  private 
■entinel.  He  must  have  a  commission.  Doctor- 
entirely  for  your  sake." 

"  Your  Excellency  is  generous." 

"It  shall  be  so;  andl  will  find  means  to  make 
Tom  Hillary  diaeorge  his  plunder,  unless  he  prefers 
being  hanged,  a  late  he  has  long  deserved.  You  can- 
not go  back  to  the  Hocpital  to-day.  You  dine  with 
us,  and  you  know  Mrs.  Witherington*B,fears  of  infec- 
tion: but  to-morrow  find  out  your  fiiend.  Winter 
shall  see  him  eauipped  with  every  thing  needful. 
Tom  HUlary  shall  repav  advances,  you  know ;  and 
he  must  be  ofi*  with  the  first  detachment  of  the 
recniita,  in  the  Middlesex  Indiaman,  which  sails 
from  the  Downs  on  Monday  fortnight ;  that  is,  if  you 
think  him  fit  for  the  voyage.  I  dare  say  the  poor  fel- 
low is  sick  of  the  Isle  of  Wight." 

"  Your  Excellency  will  perm  it  the  young  man  to  pay 
his  respects  to  you  before  his  departure  7 

"To  what  purpose,  sirT'  said  the  General  hastily 
and  peremptorily ;  but  instantly  added,  "  You  are 
right—I  should  like  to  see  him.  Winter  shall  let  him 
know  the  time,  and  take  horses  and  fetch  him  hithtf . 
But  he  must  have  been  out  of  the  Hospital  for  aday  or 
two ;  so  the  sooner  you  can  set  him  ai  liberty  the 
better.  In  the  mean  time,  take  him  to  your  9wp 
lodgings.  Doctor ;  and  do  not  let  him  form  any  inti- 
macies with  the  officers,  or  any  others,  in  this  place, 
where  he  may  light  on  another  Hillary." 

Had  Hartley  been  as  well  acquainted  aa  the  reader 
with  the  circumstances  of  young  Middlemas's  birth, 
he  might  have  drawn  decisive  conclusions  from  the 
behaviour  of  General  Witherington,  while  his  comrade 
was  the  topic  of  conversation.  But  as  Mr.  Gray  and 
Middlemas  himself  were  both  silent  on  the  subject, 
he  knew  little  of  it  but  from  general  report,  which  bis 
curiosity  had  never  induced  nim  to  scrutmize, min- 
utely. Nevertheless,  what  he  did  apprehend  inter- 
ested him  so  much,  that  he  resolved  upon  trying  a 
little  experiment,  in  which  he  thought  there  could 
be  no  great  harm.  He  placed  on  his  finger  the 
remarkable  rins  intrusted  to  his  care  by  Richard 
Middlemas,  ana  endeavoured  to  make  it  conspicu- 
ous in  approaching  Mrs.  Witherington ;  taking  care, 
however,  that  this  occurred  daring  her  husband's 
absences  Her  eyes  had  no  sooner  caught  a  sight  of 
the  gem,  than  they  became  riveted  to  it,  and  she  beg- 
ged a  nearer  si^ht  of  it,  as  strongly  resembling  one 
which  she  had  given  to  a  frieod.  Taking  the  ring 
from  his  fingert  and  placing  it  in  her  emaciated  hancT 
Hartley  informed  her  it  was  the  property  of  the  friend 
in  whom  he  had  Just  been  endeavouring  to  interest 
the  General.  Mrs.  Witherington  retired  in  great 
emotion,  but  next  day  summoned  Hartley  to  a  private 
interview,  the  particulars  of  which,  so  for  as  are 
necessary  to  be  known,  shall  be  afterwards  related. 

On  the  succeeding  day  after  these  important  dis- 
coveries, Middlemas,  to  his  great  delight,  was  rescued 
from  his  seclusion  in  the  Hospital,  and  transferred  to 
his  comrade's  lodgings  in  the  town  of  Ryde,  of  which 
Hartley  himself  was  a  rare  inmate;  the  anxiety  of 
Mrs.  Witherington  detaining  him  at  the  General^s 
house,  long  after  his  medical  attendance  might  have 
been  dispensed  with. 

Within  two  or  three  days  a  commisaion  arrived  for 
Richard  Middlemas,  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  service  of 
the  East  India  Company.  Winter,  by  his  master's 
orders,  put  the  wardrobe  of  the  young  officer  on  a 
auiiable  footing;  while  Middlemas,  enchanted  at 
finding  himself  at  once  emancipated  from  his  late 
dreadful  difficulties,  and  placed  under  the  protection 
of  a  man  of  such  importance  as  the  Gcneral^beyed 
implicitly  the  hinifl  transmitted  to  him  by  Hartley, 
and  enforced  by  Winter,  and  abstained  from  going 
into  public,  or  forming  acquaintances  with  any  one. 
Even  Hartley  himself  he  saw  seldom;  and,  deep  as 
were  his  obligations,  he  did  not  perhaps  greatly 
regret  the  absence  of  one,  whose  presence  always  af- 
fected him  with  a  sense  of  humiliation  and  abasement. 
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Thx  evening  before  he  was  to  sail  for  the  Dan« 
where  the  Middlesex  lay  ready  to  w^^  anchor,  4tt 
new  lieutenant  was  summoned  by  wmter  to  anal 
him  to  the  GeneraPs  residence,  lor  the  parpav  tf 
being  introduced  to  his  patron,  to  thank  bun  at«Ma 
and  to  bid  him  farewell.  On  the  road,  the  old  hb 
took  the  liberty  of  schooling  hia  oompanioB  caMB»> 
ing  the  respect  which  he  ought  to  pay  to  his  bsmb, 
"  who  waa,  though  a  kind  and  generous  man  sia« 
came  from  Northumberland,  extremely  rigid  iapas> 
tilioualy  exacting  the  degree  of  honour  whick  m 
hia  due." 

While  they  were  advancing  towarda  thehoasi,te 
General  and  hia  wife  expected  their  anivtl  «A 
breathleae  anxiety.  They  were,  seated  in  a  i^ah 
drawing-room,  the  General  behind  a  large  daadt- 
lier,  which,  ahaded  opposite  to  hia  fMce^  tuev  aUihi 
light  to  the  other  aide  of  the  table,  so  that  he  aM 
observe  any  person  placed  there,  without  beeoai 
the  subject  of  observation  in  turn.  On  a  hap  at 
cushbna,  wrapped  in  a  glittering  drapenof  goUai 
silver  muslins,  mingled  with  ahawie,  a  nixmy  »fak 
waa  then  a  novelty  m  Europe,  sate,  or  rather  recksti, 
hia  lady,  who,  past  the  full  mendjan  of  beaaty,  »• 
tained  cnanna  enough  to  distinguish  her  aa  one  iw 
had  been  formerly  a  very  fine  woman,  thoo^  w' 
mind  seemed  occupied  bv  the  deepest  emotion. 

"ZiUa,"  said  her  haaband,  "yon  are.nsabbfcr 
what  you  have  undertaken—take  my  advice— ictir- 
you  ahall  know  aU  and  every  thing  that  passes-^ 
retire.  To  what  purpoae  should  you  ding  to  the  ill 
wiah  of  beholding  for  a  moment  a  being  whoa  jm 
can  never  again  look  upon  7"  | 

"Alas!"  answered  the  lady,  "and  is  not  yoiir# 
daration,  that  I  shall  never  aee  him  more,  a  wfinj 
reason  that  I  should  wish  to  see  him  now— sboai 
wish  to  imprint  on  my  memory  the  features  tad  m 
form  which  I  am  never  again  to  behold  while  we  » 
in  ^e  body?  Do  not,  my  Richard,  be  more  cm 
than  waa  my  poor  Cither,  even  when  his  wratii  n 
in  its  bittemees.  He  let  me  look  unon  my  infut,  m 
its  cherub  foce  dwelt  with  me.  ana  was  my  comi 
among  the  yeara  of  unutterable  aorrow  in  wbiaB9 
youth  wore  away.'* 

"  It  ia  enough.  Zilia— yon  havre  desired  this  ho« 
—I  have  CTantrd  it— ana,  at  whatever  risk,  oiy  f» 
miae  shall  be  kept.  But  think  how  much  d^ew 
on  this  fetal  secret— your  rank  and  eetimatiBe  a 
societv— my  honour  interested  that  that  estmans 
should  remain  uninjured.  Zilia,  the  momeia  w 
the  promulgation  of  such  a  secret  givea  prudes  m 
scandal-mongera  a  right  to  treat  you  with  scon,  si 
be  fraught  with  unutterable  miaery.  po-hqw  av 
bloodshed  and  death,  shoold  a  man  dare  to  take  w 
the  rumour." 

"You  ahall  be  obeyed,  ray  hnaband,"  vammi 
Zilia,  "  in  all  that  the  u-ailneas  of  nature  will  pcraA 
But  oh,  God  of  my  fetheie,  of  what  clay  hast  ib« 
fashioned  ua,  poor  mortals,  who  dread  so  much  m 
shame  which  follows  sin,  yet  repent  so  htde  te« 
sin  itself !"  In  a  minute  aiterwarda  atepa  were  hati 
— the  door  opened'-Winter  announced  lieakaat 
Middlemaa,  and  the  unconacioua  aon  atood  Ixiw 
his  parents. 

Witherington  started  involuntarily  up,  but  vaat 
diately  constrained  himself  to  aasume  the  easy  depat| 
ment  with  which  a  superior  receivee  a  depmeatiiB 
which,  in  his  own  caae,  was  usually  mingkd  with  ■ 
certain  degree  of  hauteur.  The  mother  had  we 
command  of  herself.  She  too  sprung  op,  as  if  «■ 
the  intention  of  throwing  heraelf  on  the  neck  dm 
son,  for  whom  she  had  travailed  and  "on^w 
But  the  warning  glance  of  her  husband  urestcd  h^ 
as  if  by  magic,  and  she  remained  atanding,  with  ha 
beautiful  headeand  neck  somemhat  advaneed.  v 
hands  clasped  together,  and  extended  forwanl  is  ne 
attitude  of  motion,  but  motionless,  nevcrtbelesa  let 
marble  atatne,  to  which  the  sculptor  has  given  all  ne 
appearance  of  life,  but  cannot  impart  its  powm.  Jj 
strange  a  gesture  and  posture  might  bate  exatcd  w 
young  officer's  surprise }  but  the  lady  stood  n  jv 
ahade,  and  he  waa  ao  mtcnt  in  loosing  vfn  m 
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itfon,  that  he  was  scarce  even  conscious  of  Mrs. 
7itherington*s  presence. 

I  am  happy  in  this  opportunity,"  said  Middlemas, 
iservins  that  the  Greneral  did  not  speak,  "  to  return 
ij  thanks  to  General  Witherington,  to  whom  they 
ever  can  be  sufficiently  paid." 
The  sound  of  his  voice,  thoush  uttering  words  so 
idil&rent,  seemed  to  dissolve  the  charm  which  kept 
is  mother  motionless.  She  sighed  deeply,  relaxed 
le  liipdity  of  her  posture,  ana  sunk  back  on  the 
ishions  irom  which  she  nad  started  up.  Middle- 
mas turned  a  look  towards  her  at  the  sound  of  the 
gh,  and  the  rustling  of  her  drapery.  The  General 
Mtened  to  speak. 

*'  My  wife,  Mr.  Middlemas,  has  been  unwell  of  late 
-your  friend,  Mr.  Hartley,  might  mention  it  to  you 
-an  afiection  of  the  nerves." 
Mr.  Middlemas  was,  of  course,  sorry  and  con- 
Mned. 

"  We  have  had  distress  in  our  family,  Mr.  Middle- 
laa,  from  the  ultimate  and  heart-breaking  conse- 
uencea  of  which  we  have  escaped  by  the  skill  of 
(HIT  friend,  Mr.  Hartley.  We  will  be  happy  if  it  is 
I  our  power  to,  repay  a  part  of  our  obligations  in 
srvices  to  his  friend  and  proteg^,  Mr.  Middlemas." 

**  I  am  only  acknowledged  as  fUe  proteg^,  then," 
iought  Richard;  but  he  9<ud,  ** Every  one  must 
avy  hia  friend,  in  having  had  the  distinguished  good 
>rtune  to  be  of  use  to  General  Witberington  and  his 
imily." 

*'  \  ott  have  received  your  commission,  I  presume, 
lave  you  any  particular  wish  or  de«re  respecting 
oiv  destination  T' 

"  No,  may  it  please  your  Excellency,"  answered 
Giddlemas.  "I  suppose  Hartley  would  tell  vour 
Excellency  my  unhappy  state — that  I  am  an  orphan, 
eeerted  by  the  parents  who  cast  me  on  the  wide 
rorld,  an  outcast  about  whom  nobody  knows  or 
ares,  except  to  desire  that  I  should  wander  far 
aough,  and  hve  obscurely  enough,  not  to  disgrace 
hemn>y  their  connexion  with  me." 

Zilia  wrung  her  hands  as  he  spoke,  and  drew  her 
nuslin  veil  closely  around  her  head,  as  if  to  exclude 
he  sounds  which  excited  her  mental  agony. 

**  Mr.  Hartley  was  not  particularly  communicative 
ibout  your  aifairs,"  said  the  General ;  "  nor  do  I  wish 
o  i^ive  you  the  pain  of  entering  into  them.  What  I 
lesire  to  know  is,  if  you  are  pleased  with  your  desti- 
lation  to  Madras  ?" 

"  Perfectly,  please  your  Excellency— any  where,  so 
hat  there  is  no  chance  of  meeting  the  vitlam  Hillary." 

"  Oh  1  Hillary's  services  are  too  necessary  in  the 
>urlieus  of  Saint  Giles's,  the  Lowlights  of  Newcastle, 
ukI  such  like  places,^  where  human  carrion  can  be 
licked  up,  to  be  permitted  to  go  to  India.  However, 
to  show  you  the  knave  has  some  grace,  there  are  the 
lotee  of  which  you  were  robbed.  You  will  find  them 
the  very  same  paper  which  you  lost,  except  a  smalt 
nun  which  the  rogue  bad  spent,  but  which  n  friend 
lias  made  up.  in  compassion  for  your  sufferings." 
Richard  Middlemas  sunk  on  one  knee,  and  kissed  the 
band  which  restored  him  to  independence. 

**  Pshaw!"  said  the  General,  "  you  are  a  silly  young 
man ;"  but  he  withdrew  not  his  hand  fix>m,  his  ca- 
resses. This  was  one  of  the  occasions  on  which  Dick 
Middlemas  could  be  oratorical. 

"  O,  my  more  than  father,"  he  said,  "  how  much 
greater  a  debt  do  I  owe  to  you  than  to  the  unnatural 
parents,  who  brought  me  into  this  world  by  their  sin, 
and  deserted  me  through  their  cruelty  I" 

Zilia,  as  she  heard  these  cutting  words,  flung 
back  her  veil,  raising  it  on  both  hands  till  it  floated 
behind  her  like  a  mist,  and  then  ji^ving  a  faint  groan, 
sunk  down  in  a  swoon.  Pushing  Middlemas  from 
him  with  a  hasty  movement,  General  Witberington 
flew  to  his  lady's  assistance,  and  carried  her  in  his 
arms,  as  if  she  had  been  a  child,  into  the  anteroom, 
where  an  old  servant  waited  with  the  means  of  re- 
storing suspended  animation,*  which  the. unhappy 
husband  too  truly  anticipated  might  be  useful.  These 
were  hastily  employed,  and  succeeded  in  calling  the 
sufferer  to  life,  but  m  a  state  of  mental  emotion  that 
vras  tern*ble. 
Hot  mind  was  obviously  impressed  by  the  last 


words  which  her  son  had  uttered.—"  Did  you  hear 
him.  Richard!"  she  exclaimed,  in  accents  terribly 
loud,  considering  the  exhausted  state  of  her  strength 
— "  Did  you  hear  the  words  1  It  was  Heaven  speak- 
ing our  condemnation  by  the  voice  of  our  own  child. 
But  do  not  fear,  my  Richard,  do  not  weep !  I  will  an- 
swer the  thunder  of  Heaven  with  its  own  music." 

She  flew  to  a  harpsichord  which  stood  in  the  room, 
and,  while  the  servant  and  master  gazed  on  each 
other,  as  if  doubting  whether  her  senses  were  about 
to  leave  her  entirely,  she  wandered  over  the  keys,  pro- 
ducing a  wilderness  of  harmony,  composed  of  passages 
recalled  bjr  memory,  or  combined  b]r  tier  own  musical 
talent,  until  at  length  her  voice  and  instrument  united 
in  one  of  those  magnificent  hymns  in  which  her 
youth  had  praised  her  Maker,  with  voice  and  haip, 
like  the  Royal  Hebrew  who  composed  it.  The  tear 
ebbed  insensibly  from  the  eyes  which  she  turned  up- 
wards—her vocal  tones,  combining  with  those  of  the 
instrument,  rose  to  a  pitch  of  brilliancy  seldom  at- 
tained by  the  most  distinguished  performers,  and 
then  sunk  into  a  dying  cadence,  which  fell, ,  never 
again  to  rise,— for  the  songstress  had  died  with  her 
strain. 

The  horror  of  the  distracted  husband  may  be  con- 
ceived, when  all  efforts  to  restore  life  proved  totally 
ineffectual.  Servants  were  despatched  for  medical 
men— Hartley,  and  everv  other  who  could  be  found. 
The  General  precipitated  himself  into  the  apartment 
they  had  so  lately  left,  and  in  his  haste  ran  against 
Middlemas,  who,  at  the  sound  of  the  music  from  the 
adjoining  apartment,  had  naturally  approached  nearer 
to  the  door,  and,  surprised  and  startled  by  the  sort 
of  clamour,  hasty  steps,  and  confused  voices  whidi 
ensued,  had  remained  standing  there,  endeavouring 
to  ascertain  the  cause  of  so  much  disorder. 

The  sight  of  the  unfortunate  young  man  wakened 
the  General's  stormy  passions  to  phrenzy.  He  seemed 
to  recognise  his  son  only  as  the  cause  of  his  wifc^s 
death.  He  seized  him  by  the  collar,  and  shook  him 
violently  as  he  dragged  him  into  the  chamber  of  mor- 
tality. 

'^Come  hither,"  he  said,  "thou  for  whom  a  Ufe  of 
lowest  obscurity  was  too  mean  a  fate— come  hithflr, 
and  look  on  the  parents  whom  thou  hast  so  much 
envied— whom  thou  hast  so  often  cursed.  Look  at 
that  pale  emaciated  form,  a  figure  of  wax,  rather  than 
flesh  and  blood— that  is  thy  mother-rthat  is  the  un- 
happy Zilia  Mon^ada,  to  whom  thy  birth  was  the 
source  of  shame  and  misery,  and  to  whom  thy  ill- 
omened  presence  has  now  brought  death  itself.  And 
behold  me"— he  pushed  the  Jad  from  him.  and  stood 
up  erect,  looking  well  nigh  in  gesture  ana  figure  the 
apostate  spirit  he  described-"  Behold  me"--he  said; 
"  see  you  not  my  hair  streaming  with  sulphui;  mv 
brow  scathed  with  lightning  7-1  am  the  Arch-Fienoi 
—I  am  the  father  whom  you  seek— I  am  the  accursed 
Richard  Tresham,  the  seducer  of  Zilia,  and  the  father 
of  her  murderer  1" 

Hartley  entered  while  this  horrid  scene  was  pass- 
ing. All  attention  to  the  deceased,  he  instantly  saw, 
would  be  thrown  away ;  and  understanding,  partly 
from  Winter,  partly  from  the  tenor  of  the  General's 
frantic  discourse,  the  nature  of  the  disclosure  which 
had  occurred,  he  hastened  to  put  an  end,  if  possible, 
to  the  frightful  and  scandalous  scene  which  had  taken 
place.  Aware  how  delicately  the  General  felt  on  the 
subject  of  reputation,  he  assailed  him  with  remon- 
strances on  such  conduct,  in  presence  of  so  many 
witnesses.  But  the  mind  had  ceased  to  answer  to 
that  once  powerful  key-note. 

"I  care  not  if  the  whole  world  hear  my  sin  and  my 
punishment,"  said  Witberington.  "It  shall  not  be 
again  said  of  me,  that  I  fear  shame  more  than  I  re- 
pent sin.  I  feared  shame  only  for  Ziha,  and  Zilia  is 
dead  !" 

"  But  her  memory,  General— spare  the  memory  of 
your  wife,  in  which  the  character  of  your  children  m 
involved. 

"  I  have  no  children !"  said  the  desperate  and  vio- 
lent man.  "  My  Reuben  is  gone  to  Heaven,  to  prepare 
a  lodging  for  the  angel  who  has  now  escued  from 
earth  m  a  flood  of  harmony,  which  can  only  oe  equal- 
led where  she  is  gone.    The  oiher  two  chembs  will 
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not  rairive  their  mother.  I  shall  be,  nay,  I  already 
feel  myaeU^  a  childless  man." 

"Yet I  am  your  son,'^  replied  Middlemas,  in  a  tone 
Borrowful,  but  at  the  same  time  tinged  wiih  sullen  re- 
sentment—'* Your  son  by  your  wedded  wife.  Pale  as 
she  lies  there.  I  call  upon  you  both  to  acknowledge 
my  riffhts,  ana  all  who  are  present  to  bear  witness  to 
them." 

"Wretch!"  exclaimed  the  maniac  father,  "canst 
thou  think  of  thine  own  sordid  rights  in  the  midst  of 
death  and  frenzy?  My  son !— thou  art  the  fiend  who 
hast  occasioned  my  wretchedness  in  this  world,  and 
who  will  share  my  eternal  misery  in  the  next.  Hence 
from  my  sight,  and  mv  curse  go  with  thee !" 

His  eyes  fixed  on  toe  ground,  his  arms  folded  on 
his  breast,  the  haughty  and  dogged  spint  of  Middle- 
mas yet  seemed  to  meditate  reply.  But  Hartley. 
Winter,  and  other  bystanders  interfered,  and  forced 
him  from  the  apartment  As  (hey  endeavoured  to 
remonstrate  with  him,  he  twisted  himself  out  of  their 
grasp,  ran  to  the  stables,  and  seizing  the  first  saddled 
horse  that  he  found,  out  of  many  that  had  been  in 
haste  got  ready  to  seek  for  assistance  he  threw  him- 
self  on  its  back,  and  rode  furiously  on.  Hartley  was 
about  to  mount  and  follow  him ;  out  Winter  and  the 
other  domestics  threw  themselves  around  him,  and 
implored  him  not  to  desert  their  unfortunate  master 
at  a  time  when  the  influence  which  ho  had  acquired 
over  him  might  be  the  only  restraint  on  the  violence 
of  his  passions. 

"He  hod  a  coup  de  aoltU  in  India,"  whispered 
Winter,  "  and  is  capable  of  any  thing  in  his  fits. 
These  cowards  cannot  control  him,  and  I  am  old  and 
feeble." 

Satisfied  that  General  Witherington  was  a  greater 
object  of  compassion  than  Middlemas,  whom  besides 
he  had  no  hope  of  overtaking,  and  who,  he  believed 
waa  safe  in  his  own  keeping,  nowever  violent  might 
be  his  present  emotions,  Hartley  returned  where  the 
greater  emergency  demanded  his  immediate  care. 

He  fotmd  the  unfortunate  General  contending  with 
the  domestics,  who  endeavoured  to  prevent  his  making 
his  way  to  the  apartment  where  nis  children  slept, 
and  exclaiming  furiously—"  Rejoice,  my  treasures- 
rejoice  !— He  has  fled  wno  would  proclaim  your  fa- 
therms  crime,  and  your  mother's  dishonour !— He  has 
fled,  never  to  return,  whose  life  has  been  the  death  of 
one  parent,  and  the  niin  of  another !— Courage,  my 
chiloiren,  your  father  is  with  you — he  will  make  his 
way  to  you  through  a  hundred  obstacles !" 

The  domestics,  intimidated  and  undecided,  were 
giving  way  to  him,  when  Adam  Hartley  approached, 
and  placing  himself  before  the  unhappy  mari,  fixed 
his  eye  firmly  on  the  (reneral's  while  he  said  .in  a 
low  but  stem  voice—"  Madman,  would  you  kill  your 
children  r 

The  General  seemed  staggered  in  his  resolution, 
bat  still  attempted  to  rush  past  him.  But  Hartley, 
seizing  him  by  the  collar  of  his  coat  on  each  side, 
"You  are  my  prisoner,"  he  said ;  "I  command  you 
to  follow  me. 

"Ha I  prisoner,  and  for  high  treason  1  Dog,  thou 
hast  met  thy  death  !" 

The  distracted  man  drew  a  poniard  fit>m  his  bosom, 
and  Hartley's  strength  and  resolution  might  not  per- 
haps have  saved  his  life,  had  not  Winter  mastered 
the  General's  right  hand,  and  contrived  to  disarm 
him. 

"  I  am  vour  prisoner,  then,"  he  said ;  "  use  me  ci- 
villy— ana  let  me  sec  my  wife  and  children." 

'^You  shall  see  them  to-morrow,"  said  Hartley ; 
"follow  us  instantly,  and  without  the  least  resist- 
ance." 

General  Witherington  followed  Uke  a  child,  with 
the  air  of  one  who  is  sufiering  for  a  cause  in  which  he 
glories. 

"I  am  not  ashamed  of  my  principles,"  he  said—"  I 
am  wilUng  to  die  for  my  king." 

Without  exciting  his  frenzy,  bjr  contradicting  the 
fantastic  idea  which  occupied  his  imagination.  Hart- 
ley continued  to  maintain  over  his  patient  the  ascend- 
ency he  had  acquired.  He  caused  him  to  be  led  to 
his  apartment,  and  beheld  him  suffigr  himself  to  be 
pot  to  bed.    Administering  then  a  ttxong  composing 


draught,  and  causing  a  servant  to  sleep  in  the 
be  watched  the  unformnate  man  till  dawn 

General  Witherington  awokoin  his  6i]l  aensei.  tsd 
apparently  conscious  of  his  real  situatioa,  which  b* 
tesdfied  by  low  ^roans^  sobs,  and  teara.  Whea  Ban- 
lejr  drew  near  his  bedside,  be  knew  him  pcrflectlj,  md 
said,  "  Do  not  fear  me— the  fit  is  over — ^leave  raeaov, 
and  see  after  yonder  unfortunate.  Let  bim  leave  Bb- 
tain  as  soon  as  possible,  and  go  where  his  fote  am 
him,  and  wha«  we  can  never  meet  more.  Waor 
knows  my  ways,  and  will  take  care  of  me.** 

Wmter  gave  the  same  advice.  ""  I  can  asawcr."  k 
said,  "for  my  master's  security  at  present;  bni  a 
Heaven's  name,  prevent  his  ever  meeting  again  wm 
that  obdorate  young  man !" 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Well,  Uwn,  the  world's  mhie  OTvter, 
Whicli  I  %iritti  vword  will  open. 

Merrj  Wtma  ^  Wt^ 

When  Adam  Hartley  arrived  at  his  IcKlcinfs  a  *!» 
sweet  little  town  of  Ryde^  his  first  inmiir^^  were  lAe 
his  comrade.  He  had  arrived  last  ni^t  late,  maa  ui 
horse  all  in  a  foam.  He  made  no  replv  to  any  qa*- 
tions  about  supper  or  the  like,  but  anatcning  a  caait. 
ran  up  stain  into  his  apartment,  and  abut  and  doakb- 
locked  the  door.  The  servants  only  aoppoaed,  tkc 
being  something  intoxicated,  he  had  hdoen  hanLn. 
was  unwilling  to  expose  himself. 

Hartley  went  to  the  door  of  his  chamber,  not^ 
out  some  apprehensions;  and  alter  knockiag 
calling  more  than  once,  received  at  length  the 
come  return,  "  Who  is  there  ?*' 

On  Hartley  announcing  himself  the  door  o|h    . 
and  Middlemas  appeared,  well  dresaed,  and  wnkiK 
hair  arranged  ana  powdered ;  although,  from  thr  i 
pearance  of  the  bed,  it  had  not  been  alept  in  oa  tar 
preceding  night,  and  Richard's  countenance, 
and  fl^astly,  seemed  to  bear  witness  to  the 
It  was,  however,  with  an  affectation  of  ' 
that  he  spoke. 

"  I  congratulate  you  on  your  improvement  in  worie- 
ly  knowledge,  Adam.  It  is  just  the  time  to  dcsr 
the  poor  heir  and  stick  by  him  that  is  in  imaedb/ 
possession  of  the  wealth.* 

"  I  staid  last  night  at  General  Witherington*^^  st 
swered  Hartley,     because  he  is  extremely  lU." 

"Tell  him  to  repent  of  his  sins,  then,"  said  Rjchat 
"Old  Gray  used  to  say,  a  doctor  had  as  good  a  Ci 
to  give  ghostly  advice  as  a  parson.  Do  von  rcaneste 
Doctor  Dulberry,  the  minister,  calling  mm  an  ina 
loperl    Ha!  ha!  ha!" 

"  I  am  surprised  at  this  style  of  language  from  mt 
in  vour  circumstances." 

*^  Why,  ay,"  said  Middlemas,  with  a  bitter  trndt- 
"it  would  be  difficult  to  roost  men  to  keep  i^ikff 
spirits,  after  gaining  and  losing  father,  mother,  aoti 
good  mheritance  all  in  the  same  day.  But  I  ki< 
always  a  turn  for  philosophy." 

"  I  really  do  not  understand  you,  Mr.  Mkldhass' 

"  Why,  I  found  my  parents  yesteidav,  did  I  aoi*' 
answered  the  young  man.  "  My  mother,  as  jroa  kso« 
had  waited  but  that  moment  to  die,  and  my  fothff  * 
become  distracted ;  and  I  conclode  both  were  ear 
trived  purposely  to  cheat  me  of  tnf  inheritance,  at  b 
has  taken  up  such  a  prejudice  against  me.'* 

" Inheritance 7"  repeated  Hartley,  bewiMewd  H 
Richard's  calmness,  and  half  suspecting  that  tb^  » 
sanity  of  the  father  was  hereditary  in  the  fiamily.  *  h 
Heaven's  name,  recollect  yoorseli^  and  get  nd  ct 
these  hallucinations.  What  inheritance  are  tot 
dreaming  of  7" 

"That  of  my  mother,  to  be  sore,  who  most  hi« 
inherited  old  Mon^ada's  wealth— and  to  m  boa  iboiN 
it  descend,  save  to  her  children  7—1  am  the  ekksi  «< 
them— that  fact  cannot  be  denied." 

"  But  consider,  Richard— recollect  yourselC'* 

"I  do,"  said  Richard ;  " and  what  then  T 


Tlien  you  cannot  but  remember,"  aaid  Hankt 
"  that  unless  there  waa  a  will  in  toot  ftvoor,  rm 
birth  prevents  you  from  inheriting." 

"You  are  mistaken,  sir,  I  am  mitimate.— Taso^ 
sickly  brats,  whom  yon  leecned  oom  the  gnv&  ■* 
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not  more  leeitimate  than  I  am.— Yes  I  our  parente 
could  not  aliow  the  air  of  Heaven  to  breathe  on  them 
—me  they  committed  to  the  winds  and  the  waves — 
I  am  nevertheless  their  lawftd  child,  as  well  as  their 
puling  offsprinff  of  advanced  ase  ana  decayed  health. 
I  saw  ihem,  Adam— Winter  snowed  the  nursery  to 
me  while  thjsy  were  gathering  courage  to  receive  me 
in  the  drawing-room.  There  thev  lay,  the  children 
of  predilection,  the  riches  of  the  East  expended  that 
they  might  sleep  soft,  and  wake  in  magnificence.  I. 
the  eldest  brothei^the  heir— I  stood  bemde  their  bed 
in  the  borrowed  dress  which  I  had  so  lately  ex- 
changed for  the  rags  of  a  hospital  Their  couches 
breathed  the  richest  perfumes,  while  I  was  reeking 
from  a  pest-house ;  and  I— I  repeat  it— the  heir,  the 
produce  of  their  earliest  and  oest  love,  was  thus 
treated.  No  wonder  that  my  look  was  that  of  a 
basilisk." 

"You  speak  as  if  you  were  possessed  with  an  evil 
spirit,"  said  Hartley;  "or  else  you  labour  under  a 
strange  delusion." 

"Vou  think  those  only  are  legally  married  over 
whom  a  drowsy  parson  has  read  the  ceremony  from 
a  dcw^s-eared  prayer-book  7  It  msy  be  so  in  your 
English  law— but  Scotland  makes  Love  himself  the 

Eriest.  A  vow  betwixt  the  fond  couple,  the  blue 
eaven  alone  witnessing,  will  protect  a  confiding 
girl  against  the  perjury  ot  a  fickle  swain,  as  much  as 
if  a  Dean  had  performed  the  rites  in  the  loftiest  cathe- 
dral in  England.  Nay,  more :  if  the  child  of  love  be 
acknowle<&ed  by  the  father  at  the  time  when  he  is  bap- 
tized—if  he  present  the  mother  to  strangers  of  respect- 
ability as  his  wife,  the  lawsof  Scotlandwill  not  allow 
him  to  retract  the  justice  which  has,  in  these  actions, 
been  done  to  the  female  whom  he  has  wronged,  or 
the  offspring  of  their  mutual  love.  This  General 
Treabam,  or  Witherington,  treated  mv  unhappy  mo- 
ther as  his  wife  before  Gray  and  others,  quartered 
her  as  such  in  the  family  of  a  respectable  man,  gave 
her  the  same  name  by  which  he  himself  chose  to 

easa  for  the  time.  He  presented  me  to  the  priest  as 
is  lawful  offspring ;  and  the  law  of  Scotland,  bene- 
volent to  the  helpless  child,  will  not  allow  him  now 
tr  disown  what  he  so  formally  admitted.  I  know 
mv  ru;hts.  and  am  determined  to  claim  them." 

*  You  do  not  then  intend  to  go  on  board  the  Mid- 
dlesex 1  Think  a  little— You  will  lose  your  voyage 
and  your  commission." 

'I  will  save  my  bu"th-rwht,"  answered  Middle- 
mas.  "When  I  thought  of  going  to  India,  I  knew 
not  my  parents,  or  how  to  make  good  the  rights 
which  I  had  through  them.  That  riddle  is  solved. 
I  am  entitled  to  at  least  a  third  of  Monfada's  es- 
Jte,  which,  by  Winter's  account  is  considerable. 
But  for  you,  and  your  mode  of  treating  the  small- 
pox, I  should  have  had  the  whole.  Little  did  I  think, 
when  old  Gray  was  likely  to  have  his  wig  pulled  oft 
for  putting  out  fires,  throwing  open  windows,  and 
exploding  whisky  and  water,  that  the  new  system 
of  treating  the  small-pox  was  to  cost  me  so  many 
thousand  pounds." 

You  are  determined,  then,"  said  Hartley, "  on  this 
''ud  course?" 

I  know  my  rights,  and  am  determined  to  make 
them  available,"  answered  the  obstinate  vou th. 
,^Mr.  Richard  Middlemas,  I  am  sorry  tor  you." 

Mr.  Adam  Hartley,  I  beg  to  know  why  I  am  ho- 
noured by  your  sorrow." 

.  *  I  pity  vou,"  answered  Hartley,  "  both  for  the  ob- 
sunacy  of  selfishness,  which  can  think  of  wealth 
uter  the  scene  you  saw  last  night,  and  for  the  idle 
▼ision  which  leads  you  to  believe  that  you  can  ob- 
twn  possession  of  it." 

Selfish !"  cried  Middlemas;  "why,  I  am  a  dutiful 
son,  labouring  to  clear  the  memory  of  a  calumniated 
mother— And  am  I  a  visionary  ?— Why,  it  was  to 
this  hope  that  I  awakened,  when  old  Mon^ada's  let- 
ter to  Gray,  devoting  me  to  perpetual  obscurity,  first 
roused  me  to  a  sense  of  my  situation,  and  dispelled 
the  dreams  of  my  childhood.  Do  you  think  that  I 
would  ever  have  submitted  to  the  drudgery  which  I 
shared  with  you,  but  that,  by  doing  so,  I  kept  in 
View  the  only  traces  of  these  unnatural  parents,  by 
means  of  which  I  proposed  to  introduce  myself  to 
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their  notice^  and,  if  necessary,  enforce  the  rwhts  of  a 
legitimate  child  7  The  silence  and  death  of  Mon9ada 
broke  my  plans,  and  it  was  then  only  I  reconciled 
myself  to  the  thoughts  of  India." 

You  were  very  young  to,  have  known  so  much 
of  the  Scottish  law,  at  the  time  when  we  were  first 
acquainted,  said  Hartley.  "  But  I  can  guess  your 
instructer." 

"  No  less  authority  than  Tom  Hillary's,"  replied 
Middlemas.  "  His  good  counsel  on  that  head  is  a 
reason  why  I  do  not  now  prosecute  him  to  the  gal- 
lows." 

"I  judged  as  much,"  replied  Hartley;  "for  I 
heard  him,  before  I  left  Middlemas,  debating  the 
point  with  Mr.  Lawford;  and  I  recollect  perfectly, 
that  he  stated  the  law  to  be  such  as  you  now  lay 
down." 

"And  what  said  Lawfoxd  in  answer?"  demanded 
Middlemas. 

"He  admitted,"  replied  Hartley,  "than  m  cu-cum- 
stances  where  the  case  was  doubcful,  such  presump- 
tions of  legitimacy  might  be  admitted.  But  he  said 
they  were  liable  to  be  controlled  by  positive  and 
precise  testimony,  as,  for  instance,  the  evidence  of 
the  mother  declaring  the  illegitimacy  of  the  child." 

"  But  there  can  exist  none  such  m  my  case,"  said 
Middlemas  hastily,  and  with  marks  of  alarm. 

"  I  will  not  deceive  you,  Mr.  Middlemas,  though 
I  fear  I  cannot  help  giving  you  pain.  I  had  yester- 
day a  long  conference  with  your  mother,  Mrs. Wither- 
ington, in  which  she  acknowledged  you  as  her  son, 
but  a  son  born  before  marriage.  This  express  de- 
claration will,  therefore,  put  an  end  to  the  supposi- 
tions on  which  you  ground  your  hopes.  If  you 
please,  you  may  hear  the  contents  of  her  declaration, 
which  I  have  in  her  own  handwriting." 

"  Confusion !  is  the  cup  to  be  for  ever  dashed  from 
my  lips  ?"  muttered  Richard ;  but  recovering  his  com- 

Kosure,  by  exertion  of  the  self-command  of  which 
e  possessed  so  large  a  portion,  he  desired  Hartley  to 
proceed  with  his  communication.  Hartley  accord- 
ingly proceeded  to  inform  him  of  the  particulars  pre- 
ceding his  birth,  and  those  which  followed  after  it : 
while  Middlemas,  seated  on  a  sea-chest,  listened 
with  inimitable  composure  to  a  tale  which  went  to 
root  up  die  flourishing  hopes  of  wealth  which  he 
had  lately  so  fondly  entertained. 

ZOia  Mon9ada  was  the  only  child  of  a  Portuguese 
Jew  of  great  wealth,  who  had  come  to  London,  in  pro- 
secution of  his  commerce.  Among  the  few  Christians 
who  frequented  his  house,  and  occasionally  his  table, 
was  Ricnard  Tresham,  a  gentleman  of  a  high  Nor- 
thumbrian familv,  deeply  engaged  in  the  service  of 
Charles  Edward  during  his  short  invasion,  and 
though  holding  a  commission  in  the  Portuguese  ser- 
vice, still  an  object  of  suspicion  to  the  British  go- 
vernment, on  account  of  his  well-known  courage 
and  Jacooitical  principles.  The  high-bred  elegance 
of  this  gendeman,  together  with  nis  complete  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Portuguese  language  and  man- 
ners, had  won  the  intimacy  of  old  Moufada.  and, 
alas !  the  heart  of  the  inexperienced  Zilia,  who,  beau- 
tiful as  an  angel;  had  as  little  knowledge  of  the 
world  and  its  wickedness  as  the  lamb  that  is  but  a 
week  old. 

Tresham  made  his  proposals  to  Mon^ada.  perhaps 
in  a  manner  which  too  evidently  showed  that  he 
conceived  the  high-born  Christian  was  degrading 
himself  in  asking  an  alliance  with  the^ealthy  Jew. 
Moncada  rejected  his  proposaR  fomde  him  his 
house,  but  could  not  prevent  tju^Wwers  fron\^^eeting 
in  private.  Tresham  made  a  msbftnotrrablMse  of  the 
opportunities  which  the  poor  Zilia  so  incautiously 
afiorded,  p.nd  the  consequence  was  her  ruin.  The 
lover,  however,  had  every  purpose  of  righting  the  in- 
jury which  he  had  inflicted,  and,  after  various  plans 
of  secret  marriage,  which  were  rendered  abortive  by 
the  difference  ofreligion,  and  other  circumstances, 
flight  for  Scotland  was  determined  on.  The  hurry 
of^tbe  journey,  the  fear  and  anxiety  to  which  Zilia 
was  subject,  brought  on  her  confinement  several 
weeks  before  the  usual  time,  so  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  accept  of  the  assistance  and  accommoda- 
tion offered  by  Mr.  Gray.    They  had  not  been  there 
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many  hours  ere  Tresham  heard,  by  the  medium  of 
some  sharp- s>^gh  ted  or  keen -eared  friend,  that  there 
were  warrants  out  against  him  for  treasonable  prac- 
tices. His  correspondence  ^ith  Charles  Edward 
had  become  known  to  Mon9ada  during  the  period  of 
their  friendship ;  he  betrayaj  it  in  vengeance  to  the 
British  cabinet,  and  warrants  were  issued,  in  which, 
at  Mon9ada's  request,  his  daughter's  name  was  in- 
cluded. This  might  be  of  use,  he  apprehended,  to 
etiable  him  to  separate  his  daughter  from  Tresham, 
should  he  find  the  fugitives  actuallv  married.  How 
far  he  succeeded,  the  reader  already  knows,  as  well 
as  the  precautions  which  he  took  to  prevent  the  Uv- 
ing  evidence  of  his  child's  frailty  from  being  known 
to  exist.  His  daughter  he  carried  with  him,  and  sub- 
jected her  to  severe  restraint,  which  her  own  reflec- 
tions rendered  doubly  bitter.  It  would  have  com- 
pleted  his  revenge,  had  the  author  of  Zilia's  misfor- 
tunes been  brought  to  the  scaffold  for  his  political 
ofTences.  But  Tresham  skulked  among  fnends  in 
the  Highlands,  and  escaped  until  the  afiiur  blew 
over. 

He  afterwards  entered  into  the  East  India  Com- 
pany's service  under  his  mothei^s  name  of  Wither- 
mgton,  which  concealed  the  Jacobite  and  rebel,  until 
these  terms  were  forgotten.  His  skill  in  rnilitary 
affairs  soon  raised  him  to  riches  and  eminence. 
When  he  returned  to  Britain,  his  first  inquiries  were 
after  the  family  of  Mon9ada.  His  fame,  nis  wealth, 
and  the  late  conviction  that  his  daughter  never  would 
marry  any  but  him  who  had  her  first  love,  induced 
the  old  man  to  give  that  encouragement  to  Greneral 
Wiiherington,  which  he  had  always  denied  to  the 
poor  and  outlawed  Major  Tresham ;  and  the  lovers, 
after  having  been  fourteen  years  separated,  were  at 
Length  united  in  wedlock. 

General  Witherington  eagerly  concurred  in  the 
earnest  wish  of  his  father-in-law,  that  every  remem- 
brance of  former  events  should  be  buried,  by  leaving 
the  fruit  of  the  early  and  unhappy  intrigue  suitably 
provided  for,  but  in  a  distant  and  obscure  situation. 
Zilia  thought  far  otherwise.  Her  heart  longed,  with 
a  mother  s  longing,  towards  the  object  of  her  first 
paaternal  tenderness,  but  she  dared  not  place  herself 
in  opposition  at  once  to  the  will  of  her  father,  and  the 
decision  of  her  husband.  The  former,  his  religious 
prejudices  much  effaced  by  his  long  residence  in 
England,  had  given  consent  that  she  should  con- 
form to  the  efltablishod  religion  of  her  husband  and 
her  country, — the  latter,  haughty  as  we  have  de- 
scribed him,  made  it  his  pride  to  mtroduce  the  beau- 
tiful convert  among  his  high-bom  kindred.  The 
discovery  of  her  former  frailty  would  have  proved  a 
blow  to  her  respectabilitv,  which  he  dreaded  like 
death ;  and  it  could  not  long  remain  a  secret  from 
liis  wife,  that  in  consequence  of  a  severe  illness  in 
India,  even  his  reason  became  occasionally  shaken 
by  any  thing  which  violently  agitated  his  feelings. 
She  had,  therefore,  acquiesced  in  patience  and  silence 
in  the  cpurse  of  policy  which  Mon9ada  had  devised, 
and  which  her  husband  anxiously  and  warmly  ap- 
proved. Yet  her  thoughts,  even  when  their  marriage 
was  blessed  with  other  offspring,  anxiously  reverted 
to  the  banished  and  outcast  child,  who  had  first  been 
clasped  to  the  maternal  bosom. 

All  these  feelings,  '^subdued  and  cherished  long," 
were  set  afloat  in  lull  tide  by  the  unexpected  disco- 
very of  this  son,  redeemed  from  a  lot  of  extreme 
misery,  and  placed  before  his  mother's  imagination 
in  circumstances  so  disastrous. 

It  was  in  vain  that  her  husband  had  assured  her 
that  he  would  secure  the  young  man's  prosperity,  by 
his  piu'se  and  his  interest.  She  could  not  be  satis- 
fied, until  she  had  herself  done  something  to  alleviate 
the  doom  of  banishment  to  which  her  eldest-born 
was  thus  condemned.  She  was  the  more  eager  to 
do  so,  as  she  felt  the  extreme  delicacy  of  her  health, 
which  was  undermined  by  so  many  years  of  secret 
suffering. 

Mrs.  VVitherington  was,  in  conferring  her  maternal 
bounty,  naturally  led  to  employ  the  agency  of  Hart- 
ley the  companion  of  her  son,  and  to  whom,  since 
the  recovery  of  her  younger  children,  she  almost 
looked  up  as  to  a  tutelar  aeity.    She  placed  in  his 


hands  a  sum  of  2000L,  which  she  had  at  her  ovi  »• 
challenged  disposal  with  a  request,  attend  b  l^ 
fondest  and  most  anectionate  terms,  that  it  nigte  ke 
applied  to  the  service  of  Richard  Middlemas  n  d^ 
way  Hartley  should  think  most  useful  to  him.  Sk 
assured  him  of  further  support,  as  it  should  be  aoedid: 
and  a  note  to  the  following  purport  was  also intniM 
to  him,  to  be  delivered  when  and  where  the  prodcscs 
of  Hartley  should  judge  it  proper  to  confide  to  bin  the 
secret  of  nis  birth. 

"  Oh,  Benoni !  Oh,  child  of  my  sorrow !"  sud  tb 
interesting  document,  "  why  shookl  the  eyes  «f  tfey 
unhappy  mother  be  about  to  obtain  pemuMoa  n 
look  on  the&  since  her  arms  were  denied  the  ngki » 
fold  thee  to  ner  bosom  7  May  the  God  of  Jevi  ui 
of  Grentiles  watch  over  thee,  and  guard  thee !  X^rhe 
remove,  in  his  good  time,  the  darkness  which  nk 
between  me  and  the  beloved  of  my  heart— the  ^ 
fruit  of  my  unhappy,  nay,  unhallowed  afieetba.  Oi» 
not— do  not,  my  beloved ! — think  thyself  a  loa^ 
exile,  while  thy  mother's  prayers  anse  for  tbce  e 
sunnse  and  at  sunset,  to  call  down  evenr  Uesaag* 
thy  head— to  invoke  every  power  in  tny  piotectn 
and  defiance.  Seek  not  to  see  me — Oh.  whv  maa  I 
say  so !— But  let  me  humble  myself  in  the  dost,  aaae 
it  18  my  own  sin,  my  own  folly,  which  I  must  uaoi: 
—but  seek  not  to  see  or  speak  with  me— it  micbTbt 
the  death  of  both.  Confide  thy  thoughts  to  t£e  a- 
cellent  Hartley,  who  hath  been  the  guaidisD  upi 
of  us  all— even  as  the  tribes  of  Israel  nad  each  tav 
guardian  angel.  What  thou  shalt  wish,  and  beabl 
advise  in  thy  behalf^  shall  be  doneL  if  in  the  Dcmtsd 
a  mother— And  the  love  of  a  motner !  Is  it  dooimU 
by  seas,  or  can  deserts  and  distance  meaasie  • 
lirnits  ?  Oh,  child  of  my  sorrow !  Oh,  Benoni !  lettb 
spirit  be  with  mine,  as  mine  is  with  thee. 

All  these  arrangements  being  completed,  the  si- 
fortunate  lady  next  insisted  with  her  husband  tbii 
she  should  be  nermitted  to  see  her  son  in  that  pvtaf 
in  terview  which  terminated  so  fatally.  HartleY,  tk» 
fore,  now  discharged  as  her  executor,  the  Wf  in- 
trusted to  him  as  her  confidential  agent 

"  Surely,"  he  thought,  as,,  having  finished  hifleoa- 
munication,  he  was  about  to  leave  the  i^Mutai^ 
"  surely  the  demons  of  .4mbition  and  Avanoe  a 
unclose  the  talons  which  they  have  fixed  opaa  ns 
man,  at  a  charm  like  this." 

And  indeed  Richard's  heart  had  been  formed  of  ih 
nether  millstone,  had  he  not  been  duly  afiected  kf 
these  first  and  last  tokens  of  his  mother's  aftcaa 
He  leant  his  head  upon  a  table,  and  his  tears  iomt 
plentifully.  Hartley  left  him  undisturbed  for 
than  an  hour,  and  on  his  return  found  him  ia  i 
the  same  attitude  in  which  he  had  left  hinL 

"  I  regret  to  disturb  you  at  this  iDoment,"  he  md, 
"  but  I  nave  still  a  part  of  my  dutv  to  disrham  I 
must  place  in  your  possession  the  cleposit  wfaini  T«a 
mother  made  m  my  hands— and  I  must  also  toad 
you  that  time  flies  fast,  and  that  you  have  scarw  « 
hour  or  two  to  determine  whether  you  wiU  proseos 
your  Indian  voyage,  under  the  new  view  otantt 
stances  which  I  have  opened  to  yov." 

Middlemas  took  the  bills  which  his  mother  W 
bequeathed  him.  As  he  raised  his  bead«  Hatkr 
could  observe  that  his  face  was  stained  with  lem 
Yet  he  counted  over  the  money  with  mocasii' 
accuracy ;  and  though  he  assumed  the  pen  for  tkt 
purpose  of  writing  a  discharge  with  an  air  of  mooi 
solable  dejection,  yet  he  drew  it  up  in  apod  set  ten*. 
like  one  who  had  his  senses  much  at  ms  commMai 

"  And  now,"  he  said^  in  a  mournfiil  tokc  ^^ 
me  my  mother's  narranve." 

Hartley  almost  started,  and  answered  bssey 
"  You  have  the  poor  lady's  letter,  which  wis  afi- 
rlressed  to  yourself— the  narrative  is  addressed  to  at 
It  is  my,  warrant  for  disposing  of  a  large  ssm  a 
money— it  concerns  the  rights  ot  third  partica.  la^  I 
cannot  part  with  it." 

"  Surely,  surely  it  were  better  to  6th\tt  it  ml*  »» 
hands,  were  it  but  to  weep  over  it,"  answcftd  Jw- 
dlemas.    '*  My  fortune.  Hartley,  has  been  very  a» 
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Ton  flee  that  my  parent*  purposed  to  have  made  me 
their  undoubtea  neir ;  yet  their  purpose  was  disap> 
pointed  by  accident.  And  now  my  mother  comes 
with  well-intended  fondness,  and  while  she  means  to 
advance  my  fortune,  furnishes  evidence  to  destroy  it. 
—Come;  come,  Hartley— -you  must  be  conscious  that 
my  mother  wrote  those  details  entirely  for  my  in- 
formation. I  am  the  rightful  owner,  and  insist  on 
having  them." 

"I  am  sorry  I  must  insist  on  refusing  your  de- 
mand," answered  Hartley,  putting  the  papers  in  his 
pocket  "  You  ought  to  consider,  that  if  this  com- 
munication has  destroyed  the  idle  and  groundless 
hopes  which  you  have  indulged  in,  it  has,  at  the 
lame  time,  more  than  trebled  your  capital;  and  that 
if  there  are  some  hundreds  or  thousands  in  the  world 
richer  than  your8el£  there  are  many  millions  not  half 
M  well  provided.  Set  a  brave  spirit,  then,  against 
jTOur  fortune,  and  do  not  doubt  your  success  in  life." 

His  words  seemed  to  sink  into  the  gloomy  mind  of 
Mkidlemas.  He  stood  silent  for  a  moment,  and  then 
answered  with  a  reluctant  and  insinuating  voice, 7- 

"  My  dear  Hartley,  we  have  long  been  companions 
—you  can  have  neither  pleasure  nor  interest  m  niin- 
ing  my  hopes — ^you  may  find  some  in  forwarding 
them.  Monfada's  fortune  will  enable  me  to  aUow 
five  thousand  pounds  to  the  friend  who  should  aid  tne 
in  my  difficulties." 

"Uood  morning  to  you,  Mr.  Middlemas,"  said 
Hartley,  endeavouring  to  withdraw. 

**  One  moment— one  moment,"  said  Middlemas, 
holding  his  friend  by  the  button  at  the  same  time, 
"I  meant  to  say  ten  thousand— and— and— marry 
whomsoever  you  like— I  will  not  be  your  hinder- 
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ance 

*'  Yon  are  a  villain  !"  said  Hartley,  breaking  from 
him,  "  and  I  always  thought  you  so. 

"  And  vou,"  answered  Middlemas,  "  are  a  fool^  and 
I  never  thought  you  better.  Off  he  goes— Let  him— 
the  game  has  been  played  and  lost — I  must  hedge 
ray  bets  :  India  must  be  my  back-play." 

All  was  in  readiness  for  his  departure.  A  small 
vessel  and  a  favouring  gale  conveyed  him  and  several 
other  military  gentlemen  to  the  Downs,  where  the 
Indiaman  which  was  to  transport  them  from  Europe, 
lay  ready  for  their  reception. 

His  first  feelings  were  sufficiently  disconsolate. 
But,  accustomed  from  his  infancy  to  conceal  his  inter- 
nal thoughts,  he  appeared  in  the  course  of  a  week 
the  gayest  and  best  bred  passenger  who  ever  dared 
the  long  and  weary  space  betwixt  Old  England 
and  her  Indian  possessions.  At  Madras,  where 
the  sociable  feeUngs  of  the  resident  inhabitants  give 
ready  way  to  enthusiasm  in  behalf  of  any  stranger 
of  agreeable  qualities,  he  experienced  that  warm  hos- 
pitality which  distinguishes  the  firitish  character  in 
the  East. 

Middlemas  was  well  received  in  company,  and  in 
the  way  of  becoming  an  indispensable  guest  at  every 
entertainment  in  the  place,  when  the  vessel,  on  board 
of  which  Hartley  acted  as  suigeon's  mate,  arrived  at 
the  same  settlement.  The  latter  would  not,  from 
his  situation,  have  been  entitled  to  expect  much  civil- 
ity and  attention  ;  but  this  disadvantage  was  made 
up  by  his  possessing  the  most  powerful  introductions 
fii)m  General  Witherington,  and  from  other  persons 
of  weigh  tin  Leaden  hall  Street,  the  General' s  friends, 
to  the  principal  inhabitants  in  the  settlement.  He 
found  himself  once  more,  therefore,  moving  in  the 
sarne  sphere  with  Middlemas,  and  under  the  alter- 
native of  living  with  him  on  decent  and  distant  terms, 
or  of  breaking  off  with  him  altogether. 

The  first  of  these  courses  might  perhaps  have 
been  the  wisest ;  but  the  other  was  most  congenial  to 
the  blunt  and  plain  character  of  Hartley,  who  saw 
neither  propriety  nor  comfort  in  maintaining  a  show 
of  fricnaly  intercourse,  to  conceal  hate,  contempt,  and 
mutual  dislike. 

The  circle  at  Fort  Saint  George  was  much  more 
restricted  at  that  time  than  it  has  been  since.  The 
coldness  of  the  young  men  did  not  escape  notice : 
It  transpired  that  they  had  been  once  intimates  and 
fellow-students ;  yet  it  was  now  found  that  they 
hesitated  at  accepting  invitations  at  the  same  par- 


ties.   Rumour  assigiied  many  different  and  incom- 

(>atible  reasons  for  this  deadly  oreach.  to  which  Hart- 
ey  gave  no  attention  whatever,  while  Lieutenant 
Middlemas  took  care  to  countenance  those  which 
represented  the  cause  of  the  quarrel  most  favourably 
to  himsel£ 

"  A  little  bit  of  rivalry  had  taken  place,'*  he  said,- 
when  pressed  by  gentlemen  for  an  explanation :  "he 
had  only  had  the  good  luck  to  get  further  in  the  good 
graces  of  a  fair  lady  than  his  friend  Hartley,  who 
had  made  a  quarrel  of  it,  as  they  saw.  He  thought 
it  very  silly  to  keep  up  spleen,  at  such  a  distance  of 
time  and  space.  He  was  sorry,  more  for  the  sake  ot 
the  strangeness  of  the  appearance  of  the  thing  than 
any  thing  else,  although  his  friend  had  really  some 
venr  good  points  about  him." 

while  these  whispers  were  working  their  effect  in 
society,  they  did  not  prevent  Hartley  from  receiving 
the  most  flattering  assurances  of  encouragement  and 
official  promotion  from  the  Madras  government  as 
opportunity  should  arise.  Soon  after,  it  was  intima- 
ted to  him  that  a  medical  appointment  of  a  lucrative 
nature  in  a  remote  settlement  was  conferred  on  him. 
which  removed  him  for  some  time  from  Madras  and 
its  neighbourhood. 

Hartley  accordingly  sailed  on  his  distant  expedi- 
tion; audit  was  observed,  that  after  his  departure 
the  character  of  Middlemas,  as  if  some  check  had 
been  removed,  began  to  display  itself  in  disagreeable 
colours.  It  was  noticed  that  this  young  man,  whose 
manners  were  so  agreeable  and  so  courteous  during 
the  first  months  after  his  arrival  in  India,  began  now 
to  show  symptoms  of  a  haughty  and  overbearing 
spirit.  He  had  adopted,  for  reasons  which  the  rea- 
der may  conjecture,  but  which  appeared  to  be  mere 
whim  at  Fort  St.  George,  the  name  of  Tresham.  in 
addition  to  that  by  which  he  had  hitherto  been  dis- 
tinguished, and  in  this  he  persisted  with  an  obstinacy, 
which  belonged  more  to  the  pride  than  the  craft  of 
his  character.  The  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment, an  old  cross- tempered  martinet,  did  not  choose 
to  indulge  the  Captain  (such  was  now  the  rank  of 
Middlemas)  in  this  humour. 

"  He  knew  no  officer,"  he  said,  "by  any  name  save 
that  which  he  bore  in  his  commission,"  and  he  Mid- 
dlemass'd  the  Captain  on  all  occasions. 

One  fatal  evening,  the  Captain  was  so  much  pro- 
voked, as  to  intimate  peremptorily,  "  that  he  knew 
his  own  name  best." 

"  Why,  Captain  Middlemas,"  replied  the  Colonel, 
"  it  is  not  every  child  that  knows  its  own  father,  so 
how  can  every  man  be  so  sure  of  his  own  name  1 ' 

The  bow  was  drawn  at  a  venture,  but  the  shaft 
found  the  rent  in  the  armour,  and  stung  deeply.  In 
spite  of  all  the  interposition  which  could  he  attempted, 
Middlemas  insisted  on  challenging  the  Colonel,  who 
could  be  persuaded  to  no  apology. 

"  If  Captain  Middlemas,"  he  said,  "  thought  the 
cap  fitted,  he  was  welcome  to  wear  it." 

The  result  was  a  meeting,  in  which,  after  the  par- 
ties had  exchanged  shots,  the  seconds  tendered  their 
mediation.  It  was  rejected  by  Middlemas,  who,  at 
the  second  fire,  had  the  misfortune  to  kill  nis  com- 
manding officer.  In  consequence  he  was  obliged  to 
fiy  from  the  British  settlements;  for,  being  univer- 
sally blamed  for  having  pushed  the  quarrel  to  extre- 
miiy^  there  was  little  doubt  that  the  whole  seventy 
of  military  discipline  would  be  exercised  upon  the  de- 
linquent. Middlemas,  therefore,  vanished  from  Fort 
St.  George,  and,  though  the  affair  \\fid  made  much 
noise  at  the  time,  was  soon  no  longer  talked  of.  It 
was  understood,  in  general,  that  he  had  gone  to  seek 
that  fortune  at  the  court  of  some  native  prince,  which 
he  could  no  longer  hope  for  in  the  British  settlements. 


CHAPTER  X. 

THftEK  years  passed  away  after  the  fatal  rencoim- 
ter  mentioned  in  the  last  Chapter,  and  Doctor  Hart- 
ley returning  from  his  appointed  mission,  which  wan 
only  temporary,  received  encouragement  to  settle  in 
Madras  in  a  mtKiical  capacitv ;  and,  upon  having  done 
so,  soon  had  reason  to  tWinii  he  had  chosen  aline  in 
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which  he  might  rise  to  wealth  and  reiHitation.  Hia 
practice  was  not  confined  to  his  countrymen,  but 
much  soufi^l  after  among  the  natives,  who,  what- 
ever may  be  their  prejudices  against  the  Europeans 
in  other  respects,  universally  esteem  their  superior 
powers  in  the  medical  profession.  This  lucrative 
branch  of  practice  rendered  it  necessary  that  Hartley 
should  make  the  Oriental  lan^ages  his  study^  in 
order  to  hold  communication  with  his  patients  with- 
out the  intervention  of  an  interpreter.  He  had  ^ough 
ol  opDortunities  to  practise  as  a  linguist,  for,  in  ac- 
knowledgment, as  ne  used  jocularly  to  say.  of  the 
large  fees  of  the  wealthy  Moslemah  and  Hindoos,  he 
attended  the  poor  of  ail  nations  gratis,  whenever  he 
was  called  upon. 

It  so  chanced,  that  one  evening  he  was  hastily 
summoned  by  a  message  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Government,  to  attend  a  patient  of  consequence. 
^  Yet  he  is,  after  all,  only  a  Fakir,"  said  the  message. 
"  You  will  find  him  at  the  tomb  of  Cara  RazL  the 
Mahomedan  saint  and  doctor,  about  one  coss  urom 
the  fort.  Inquire  for  him  by  tne  name  of  Barak  El 
Hadgi.  Such  a  patient  promises  no  fees;  but  we 
know  how  little  you  care  about  the  pagodas ;  and, 
besides,  the  Government  is  your  paymaster  on  this 
occasion." 

"  That  is  the  last  matter  to  be  thought  on,",  said 
Hartley,  and  instantly  repaired  in  his  palanquin  to 
the  place  pointed  out  to  hira. 

The  tomb  of  the  Owliah,  or  Mahomedan  Saint, 
Cara  Razi,  was  a  place  held  in  much  reverence  by 
every  good  Musselman.  It  was  situated  in  the  cen- 
tre of  a  grove  of  mangoes,  and  tamarind-trees,  and 
was  built  of  red  stone,  having  three  domes,  and 
minarets  at  every  comer.  There  was  a  court  in  finont, 
as  usual,  around  which  were  cells  constructed  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Fakirs  who  visited  tlie  tomb 
from  motives  of  devotion,  and  made  a  longer  or 
shorter  Ksideuce  there  as  they  thought  proper,  sub- 
sisting upon  the  alms  which  the  Faithful  never  fail  to 
bestow  on  them  in  exchange  for  the  benefit  of  their 
pravers.  These  devotees  were  engai^ed  day  and 
night  in  reading  verses  of  the  Koran  before  the  tomb, 
which  was  constructed  of  white  marble,  inscribed 
with  sentences  from  the  book  of  the  Prophet,  and 
with  the  various  titles  conferred  by  the  Koran  u]>on 
the  Supreme  Being.  Such  a  sepulchre,  of  which 
there  are  manv,  is,  with  its  appenaoges  and  attend- 
ants, respected  during  wars  and  revolutions,  and  no 
less  by  Feringis,  (Franks,  that  is,)  and  Hindoos,  than 
by  Mahomedans  themselves.  Tne  Fakirs,  in  return, 
act  as  spies  for  all  parties,  and  are  often  employed  in 
secret  missions  of  importance. 

Complying  with  the  Mahomedan  custom,  our  friend 
Hartley  laid  aside  his  shoes  at  the  gates  of  the  holy 
precincts,  and  avoiding  to  give  offence  by  approach- 
ing near  to  the  tomb,  he  went  up  to  tne  principal 
Moullah,  or  priest,  who  wds  distinguishable  by  the 
length  of  his  beard,  and  the  size  of  the  large  wooden 
beads,  with  which  the  Mahomedans,  like  the  Catho- 
lics, kJoep  raster  of  their  prayers.  Such  a  peraon, 
venerable  by  his  age,  sanctity  of  character,  and  his 
real  or  supposed  contempt  of  worldly  pursuits  and 
enjoyments,  is  regarded  as  the  head  ot  an  establish- 
ment of  this  kinoT 

The  Moullah  is  permitted  by  his  situation  to  be 
more  communicative  with  strangers  than  his  younger 
brethren,  who  in  the  present  instance  remained  with 
their  eyes  fixed  on  the  Koran,  muttering  their  recita- 
tions, without  noticing  the  European,  or  attending  to 
what  he  said,  as  he  inquired  at  their  superior  for  Barak 
el  Hadgi. 

The  Moullah  was  seated  on  the  earth,  from  which 
he  did  not  arise,  or  show  any  mark  of  reverence ; 
nor  did  he  interrupt  the  tale  of  his  bead<*.  which  he 
continued  to  count  assiduouslv  while  Hartley  was 
speaking.  When  he  finished,  the  old  man  raisisd  his 
eyes,  and  looking  at  him  with  an  air  of  distraction, 
as  ii  he  was  endeavouring  to  recollect  what  he  had 
been  saying,  he  at  length  pointed  to  one  of  the  cells, 
and  resumed  his  devotions  like  one  who  felt  impatient 
of  whatever  withdrew  his  attention  from  his  sacred 
daties,  were  it  bui  for  an  insUnt. 

Hartley  entered  the  cell  indicated,  with  the  usual 


salutation  of  Salam  Alaikam.  Bm  P«tieat  lay  «b  s 
little  carpet  in  a  comer  of  the  aroaU  whit»>iiaM 
cell.  He  was  a  man  of  about  forty,  dressed  b  ^ 
black  robe  of  his  order,  very  much  torn  and  pattM. 
He  wore  a  high  oomcal  cv>  of  Tartarian  felt,  ani  kid 
round  his  neck  the  siring  of  black  beads  boum 
to  his  order.  His  eyes  and  posture  indicated  ma- 
in&  which  he  was  enduring  with  stoical  patvnoe. 

^  Salam  Alaikum,"  said  Hartley ;  "^  yon  are  b 
pain,  mv  finther  1"— a  title  which  he  gave  rathv  » 
the  profession  than  to  the  years  of  the  peisoo  he  id- 

"  Saiam  Alaikum  bema  tahatttm,'^  answacd  lk 
Fakir;  "  WeU  is  it  for  you  that  vou  have  sBfknd 
patiently.  The  Book  saith,  such  shall  be  the^pa- 
mg  of  the  angels  to  those  who  eater  Dandise. 

The  conversation  being  thus  opened,  the  PhyaoM 
proceeded  to  inquire  into  the  complaints  of  tBCia- 
tient,  and  to  prescribe  what  he  thought  advwint. 
Having  done  this,  he  was  about  to  retire,  vk^* 
his  great  surprise,  the  Fakir  tendered  him  a 
some  value,  .... 

"  The  wiw,"  saul  Hartley,  dechninp  the  ,_^^_^ 
and  at  the  same  time  paying  a  smtable  oompoBai 
to  the  Fakir's  cap  and  robe,—"  the  wise  of  «f«j 
country  are  brethren.  My  left  hand  takes  no  gH- 
don  of  my  right."  . ,  .    ^  . 

"  A  FerinS  can  then  refuse  gold !"  said  die  ^ 
"  I  thoneht  they  took  it  fit>m  every  hani  vh« 
pure  as  that  of  an  Hoori  or  leproaa  like  C*«oaff*: 
even  as  the  hungry  dog  recketh  not  whether  the  fla 
he  eateth  be  of  the  camel  of  the  prophet  Saleu,  or  « 
the  ass  of  Degial— on  whose  head  be  corses  r  , 

''  The  Book  saysi"  reified  Hartley,  '*  that  it  o^ 
lah  who  closes  and  who  enlarges  the  heart  nau 
and  Muasulman  are  all  alike  moulded  by  his  piei- 
sure"  . 

"  My  brother  hath  spoken  wiaely^"  answend  Ok 
patient.  "  Welcome  the  disease,  if  it  bring  ikeeit^ 
quainted  with  a  wise  physician.  For  what  wik  » 
poet—'  It  is  well  to  have  fallen  to  the  earth,  n  w 
grovelling  there  thou  ahalt  discover  a  diamond. 

The  phyaician  made  repeated  viaiu  to  his  pstts^ 
and  continued  to  do  so  even  after  the  healtb  ofB 
Hadgi  was  entirely  restored.  He  had  no  diffie^ 
in  discerning  in  him  one  of  those  secret  agnt*  A- 
quently  employed  by  Asiatic  Sovereigna.  His  an: 
ligence,  his  learning,  above  all,  Us  veiaatihtysBa 
freedom  from  prejudices  of  every  kind,  left  no  dasp 
of  Barak's  possessing  the  necessary  quahficjiooai 
for  conducting  such  delicate  negotiations ;  wfaite  ■• 
gravity  of  habit  and  profesaion  could  not  pnveai  ■• 
features  from  expressmg  occasbnally  a  peronuoaa 
humour,  not  usually  aeen  in  devotees  of  has  daaa 

Barak  El  Hadgi  talked  often,  amidst  theff  sro 
conversations,  of  the  power  ana  dignity  of  the  ^t- 
waub  of  Mysore ;  and  Hartley  had  little  doobt  tW 
he  came  from  the  Court  of  Hyder  Ali,  on  flome  seotf 
mission,  perhaps  for  achieving  a  more  sofid  pin 
betwixt  that  able  and  sagacious  Prince  and  thcM 
India  Company^s  Grovemment,— that  which  entK 
for  the  time  being  regarded  on  both  parts  m  bw 
more  than  a  hollow  and  insincere  truoei,  HttsM 
many  stories  to  the  advantage  of  this  Prince  wg 
certainly  was  one  of  the  wisest  that  Hindostan  om 
boast;  and  amidst  great  crimes,  perpetrated  to^sip 
his  ambition,  displayed  many  instances  of  |nioB 
generosity,  and,  what  was  a  little  moie  w^vmi^m 
even-handed  justice.  ^ 

On  one  occasion,  shortly  before  Barak  El  HsdB  m 
Madras,  he  visited  the  Doctor,  and  partonk  oi  v 
sherbet,  which  he  preferred  to  his  own,  pentipsP^ 
cause  a  few  glasses  of  rum  or  brandy  were  lyy 
added  to  ennch  the  compound.  It  might  he  o^lW* 
repeated  applications  to  the  jar  which  oontaiiMd  na 
generous  fluid,  that  the  pilgrim  became  more  this 
usually  frank  in  his  communications  and  not  cos- 
tented  with  praising  his  Nawanb  with  the  nwty 
perbolie  eloouenoe,  he  began  to  iasinaale  the  ay 
ence  which  he  himself  eiuqyed  with  the  loVi^eM^ 
the  Lord  and  Shield  of  the  Faith  of  the  Pmp'^,.  . 

"Brother  of  my  soul,"  he  said,  "do  hnt  «|rt{ 
thou  needest  augnt  that  the  all-poweifBlH|dirtt 
Slian  Bahauder  can  gives  And  then  uaa  not  ibt  •- 


the:  surgron's  daughter. 


Iirrcuun  of  tbow  who  ilwoll  in  , , . 

jewela  in  ihiit  lurtuina,  bai  *wk  ihe r«ll of  iliy 
ther  kl  ilie  GnrRl  City,  whirhii  Srrini 


Andl. 


Hic  yv'i  rniMi,  JJJ  mil  tiHiicI<>ak,£ilttrhe((CTaukaii 
HiY  Will  Willi  lbs  .N'lwnub  [fur  llydci  iliil  iiiil  urui 
die  tille  of  iiuliuiti  |  Ihao  Oicy  wliu  kit  upon  K'Dts 
kmuMirinllLeUiTan."  ., 

With  lliuc  «nd  sandrvulhctuiprwaiuna  oriLganl,  I  impunnnci! 
kl  dhoTled  Uarlkw  in  cuiiih  iulu  ihe  M]'Kri\  und    wiili  wbom 
look  upon  (be  tiiCc  tS  lllr  Un«t  Prini'i'.  whuw  sisncr    ~ 
in^iirnl  winloni,  and  wliiup  nod  coiifirnul  wtallb, 
■0  tliti  Fultr  "c  I'liviTiy  roulJ  noi  a(>pFar  U-foru  hini. 
Hb  offera]  at  lliu  aaiiiL-  tinii'  lu  miiutr  the  kindncia 
ntch  Harih-y  hod  rrincnl  tn  hini,  b|-  diuwing  hiii 
vnalcver  wnii  wurihr  ilu>  aiicniiun  of  a  Page  m  ihi 
land  of  MyaoR. 

Rarttoy  «aa  not  ixtiiclnnl  lo  praminc  lo  uiiJcrtakp 
ihepropoHtt  )ouriii|r,  irilio  roniiiiuanrdof  Bond  un- 
dcratnndinif  bi-'twixi  iheir  eovcronicnliiRboulJrcndci 
il  prDriicablv,  nnd  ill  rcalily  looked  runvard  lo  iht 
poaxbility  of  audi  an  event  witb  a  f[ood  drnl  of  in- 
terest. ThefiiFniliiparlrd  »iiliiuiiluiilgaad  wuhe^ 
afler  eiclianniiK.  iu  ibn  OrUnml  faaliion,  eucli  itiTle 
■ibecniiieMific*,  to  whom  knowlrdin;  waiil 
need  dearer  tlian  wrnllh.    Ilanikpl  Hiid£i: 


of    the  iiuidc  in  wliieh  r\ 


deHrvdhinhrrt 

inrocrananiieFnied  in  pr«|iriei)'  lo  demand. 

^be  did  ndl,  liowcver,  atand  in  need  of  ■ 

The  well-known  eu>l>in  of  ■"  Eaat  lodi 

laleir  aniTed  (rom  Rritain  waa  leilulnualT 


characle: 


hanl.tobc 


:;3: 


^jX^ 


^prciented 
ui  inc  bolauu  or 
I  an  uoadulleratetl 

"d'lu*^ 


the  »f- 


"The  hradofhiin 

, ]>Ddiu.-t,''  be  raid,  "alull  iiur  1« _.. 

UiatoTthe  barley-sulk  which  Ibe  reaper hna  grasped 
Ul  bin  hand." 
Hartley  requited  these  riviiitic*  by  Ibo  pnwi. 

S«  medicintB  litilt  lucd  in  Ibe  Eiiai,  hut  nuch 
aofihi  niitfhl,  with  auiiahlu  direcliun*.  be      ' 
liualed  10  a  man  m  iniclliKont  ae  bis  Moalt 

Il  waa  aeveral  month*  after  linn ' 
Ifaeinlctiororindii,  tlialHnnley ' 

The  ^(pB  from  Kurupii  hud  but  lately  arrived,  and 
hod  brought  orrr  iheir  usudI  corgo  uf  bafR  lunjinig 


rj'is:!!;'i.ii",- 


U  wbom  a  pioua  dut{  bi 
■ome  oroincr.  aoiuf  uiirw,  or  olbcr  inak  relalnre, 
bnofhi  10  India  lu  kni>  liia  houae,  until  ilipy  shuuld 
And  ihemaclvea  uiwxpLi-talljr  in  unu  uf  their  own.- 
Doctor  Hartley  JiippciKil  lu  allefld  a  publie  bnik-' 
Ikal  given  on  tliis  oenaRion  by  ■  uenlliiman  hiiih  in 
ifaeaarvice.  The  rouf  of  hia  fnend  had  bi.«n  rceeiiilr 
enrichfd  by  acvniHsniiicntof  ihnpnien'>,wbiinLtbu 
old  gentleman,  JualTir  otlachid  tu  hia  quiet  hookah, 
andi  It  waa  said.  l»  a  prcllr  girl  iif  cuhiur,  rieiind  tu 
oiler  lo  the  public,  that  lie  niiiriii  ban-  ihv  fninM 
chaneo  to  gel  lid  of  hiit  new  gueiils  na  wiun  as  pohm- 
ble.  HariJey,  who  was  ihuduhl  a  fiidi  worth  easting 
ft  fly  fan,  waa  Mnteninhting  thJaf»ir  iiiveHtmrntwilh 
very  little  inleieat,  wben  he  heard  one  of  Ibe  com- 
pany  say  to  another  ui  n  biw  ruin.-, 

"  Anerla  and  miniater*  I  then-  i»  our  iild  nequiint- 
anee,  the  Queen  uf  Slirba,  rtlunu'd  uiwn  our  lianda 
Ike  unaalMbli-  niodii." 

Hartley  luokcil  in  tile  Muw  dim-lion  with  ibo  two 
«ha  were  apeakinit  and  bis  eye  waa  caugbl  by  a  Sb- 
miraniia-loukinKiwTSon,  otunuaiial  sta  lute  and  am- 
plitudt^  arrayed  in  n  aort  of  nding  habit,  but  «o 
fbrmod,  and  an  looped  mid  galhwnnl  wiih  laci^  aa 
made  it  reKinble  llu:  upycr  liinie  uf  a  nmive  chief. 
Srt  rube  won  comnisiil  uf  criinsun  «0k,  rieh  witli 
flowers  iif  gold.  Khe  worn  wide  imwaera  of  light 
blue  silk,  a  fine  si'atli>i  aliawl  atouiul  her  waial,  in 
which  wB<i  Biuck  a  ereew,  with  a  rirhly  omanirnte'l 
handle.  Her  llimnl  and  amis  worn  lutdeil  with 
chains  snd  bracelcia,  nnd  her  tuifauni  funnRl  tit  n 
abawl  Rimilsr  lo  that  wam  arouiid  her  waiM,  waa 
decoraltd  by  a  maKiuliepnt  aiqmttii^  frani  wbtfh  a 
blue  uaiHch  [dunie  lliwvd  in  one  dirvrliiin,  and  a  red 
one  in  another.  The  brow,  uf  Kunqmn  enrndexion, 
OD  which  thia  tiara  rested,  waa  tuu  loftf  Sir  ueaaiy, 
but  Boemsd  made  for  command ;  the  ajiuiHlU'  nose 
retained  its  form,  bul  tfaoehrekiiwrtea  lUtlcaunken, 
and  theconiplcnoQ  *o  tery  brilliaal,  aa  ki  give  sirong 


Doliie  W 

„ _-... liartley 

trade,  tended  upon  her  aa 


n  t.<  [hia  biflr  dame. 
not  know  ilie  Queen  of 
•if  whom  he  inquired,  no 


ville,  a  Swias  or  Frenchinan,  1  eannol  lell  which. 
After  the_«irtcnder  of  Pondicberry.  ibis  hero  and 


of7— If  vou  Btnr 
aeroSB  the  table.' 


'ill  liiink  nothing  of  scolding  you 


place  wlieie  the  lady  m  queitKm  waa  aeated. 

The  Doctor  hi  surcTy  mad  this  morning— "said 
hi*  friend  Major  Merrar  to  old  Quartermaitet  Caldei. 
Indeed  Hartler  waa  not  perbapB  Birietly  in  hia 
K'tisea:  fbr  lookinc  nl  the  (luetn  of  Sheba  IB  be 
listened  tu  Major  Mercer,  hm  eye  ftll  on  a  light  fe- 
ninle  form  biMiclu  her,  su  placed  as  if  she  dceircd  lo 
be  ecUpsed  by  the  bulky  forot  and  flowing  roUta  we 
have  deaeribtd,  and  In  bia  cxlrenie  aslonishment, 
he  reoigaiivd  the  friend  of  bis  ebildbood,  the  love  of 
hi>rauUi-aii.-ni-nrDy  herself! 

"nisecherinlmlia  waa  in  itrelf  naloniabing.  To 
aee  her  aiipareiilly  under  sueb  stranfia  naironage^ 
itnatly  ineri'nsed  Iii*  auipiin-.  Tu  make  hia  way  lo 
her,  and  adilrnn lu-r,  Mtmed  the  naiurol  and  direel 
mode  of  salisfying  the  fii'linfta  wbicli  bet  appearance 

Hia  impetuOHty  wan  however  ehcoked,  when,  ad- 
raneing  cb>se  upon  Mis*  Gray  anil  her  companion, 
hrobscrved  that  the  former,  tluniuh  Bhc  ioukid  at 
him,  exbibiltd  ml  llui  alighlest  inken  of  recogiution, 
unlem  he  could  iiileipn-t  aa  such,  ibal  she  alighllj 
touchi<d  her  upper-lip  wilh  her  fbrefinger,  which,  if  tt 
bappemd  otberwin  than  by  mere  actidenl,  miohl  ba 
ninstniedlo  mean,  "Do not  speak  tomeJuK  iraw." 
Ifnnb'y.'Mi'VlinilxK'lt  an  mterpretauon,  stood  alodl 
itill,  bhishinp  oeeplyi  far  he  waa  aware  Ibal  ha 
maile  lor  the  moment  but  a  nllf  figure. 

He  waa  the  raiher  convwced  nf  ihis.  when,  wi'Ji  a 

-lice  wbiebin  thelhrc*  of  ila  aeeenta  er -■-' 

iriih  hercummandnwair,  Mta.  Honirevil 


the  tata^  of  ila  aeeenta  eorrespondei 
tms  air,  Mta.  Honirevillc  addreate 
hieli  aanHinxl  ilightly  of  a  tlwia 


,iaiois,— ''Yuu^aavi-  come  to  iia  very  h    .      . 

nothing  at  nil.    An'  yuu  a ure  ynu  did  not  get  your 

">ngue  atolen  bi  lie  way  V 
"  I  ihnu{dii  I  had  seen  an  old  fnend  in  thai  lady, 
ladani,"  Btamlnered  Hartley,  "  bul  it  seems  I  am 

"Thi'KOndpeopli-dolellme  that  you  are  one  Doc- 
ira  Ilarilry.  ait.  Now.myrriendandldunol  know 
XH-lorsHarlkyaialr' 
"t  h^va  DOl  the  pre^iimplion  lo  preiend  to  your 

ilanciL  madam,  but  hini" 

..  McQM  repeated  the  Kign  in  such  a  manner, 
Ibniigh  il  was  only  momentary,  Harilry  could 

liHunderalandilBpurpoivibc  ihtrcrurechanucd 

the  Old  of  hia  sentenct^  and  added.  "Hull   have 
i1  r  to  make  my  bow,  attdaakpardonformyimalake. 


■*!■","; 


He Tcrired back occonlL..,  ^ ,. 

iliiabk-loqiiil  [hi-iunni.uniiiiHjiiiriiiit  "I  ttiux' whraji 
III)  onfiitm-cl  thn  Iml  [WHHiiiiinui'ni  Rir  tuch  in- 


T.\LF,S  OK  MV  LANDLORD. 
nmntis  I  ho 


Mr.  BulliT ! ' 
"Oil,  tlift^ilrrnorS'ti'hii,  I 
"  Aiiil  wildly  tlmtiin'tlfvirl, 


ti'ly-liiuLla; 


tnj  iiiin  lin  hand.    It  bniA  "  Mm  Dni.ln 
iilri.-vlllo'i'.  nt  lite  houw.-  uf  Kam  Sim  Cjioii,  3 

TK-ir!:..".!?]?.'       '  """" 


'rhi«  II 


i-s!ilf  hrr  I"  I  tlu-  Itcnir 

tier,  n  iiiili- .  "t  •isJn~  I 

Ml— I'n'tty  ilbl  ytta  , 

jifiTry  -very  ppritv-Onil,  -... ,. 

siiianly  rrmii  hihiiid  llu'  ulil  nib'Vi) 

riirn  liohirul  ^Vj"'  T'tuiiiiin's  iJiitlJ."  '  Gill  f h 


11,  any. 


liiT  ro«!iicnfr  im[Ji«l  nine 


tMV  chinitsiii;  "iiii  . .  _    , 

rail  liiT  f"  liirninii  lii#  (t|H:rn-;;lnfii  tKii[  way 
OiIiIi.iiIk' wjifiTry  -very  ppritv-Onil,  nhcufii 
Idaiiw 


"Sunii.'  fili^->4u1ln^Tl  FiH'iiiiatiiiii  ■>f  ••til  Mmitrr- 

VJllo'lL    1  Mllinma.-,  lh»t    Hhu  hiM  Gill  l-illliT  ID    llHuK' 

bemir.  or  liiko  in  hiiju-  ufluT  Uin-k  rn.iiil«  willi. 
—It  it  pus^lilu  yau  have  nrvet  branl  iif  old  Stollict 
Montrmilli'  I'' 

"Vim  kii'iw  1  have  Inn  au  lonu  nbib'nt  fmrn 
Madrei." 

"  Wiill."  niminiinl  BiilW.  "  ihiiilaily  i*  ihe  widow 
or  a  Swiiu  iitGaiT  in  liiu  Kn'Ruh  iwrviisy  who,  aftiT 
Ihp  Nirrcmlor  uf  PumJiclu.'nj,  woni.ulT  laiu  liit  iii- 


'  llim-  h  ilnniS'r  D'-ar  lif-r,  >:>  ■•sii^'a 
1I,  Mlir  viiall  iiiit  want  a  L-inici^o.'k  «  S 
n  iiniiivi..r.  Vi't,  al  thr  xanio  trntlr 
ikiiiic  iiiiiw'tf  bi:(tfr  la^goA 
mil  ibi  :rh'C( 


Hb)^ 


iwl  «  _.  .    ._ 

wiMLni  of  a  Gin,  uiidiir  1 
'  ■  •■!  Ituihiirii 


filn'^'H-iiihl^ 
TaiRihniiilK  uf 


fur  nimti  aiinplc  11 

aniuiul  him  « '     ' 

eviry  culuiir  in _ ,. 

tnrilory,  of  whirli  bi!  nisrd  the  <l>iilea  in  hi*  '>« 
namr,  ami  iliwlaml  Rir  iniJcpcnilMui!.  Bui  llfil 
Naifi  iinilcratooil  nn  Midi  inmiuiiinK  pr»ct«iiiii| 
ami  iluwii  Iw  mine,  bnivpiil  tlir  lun,  unit  luuk 
ihoiiftn  *«""!  priileiiil  il  waK  hrlmynl  10  liiin  by  '' 
-  -  ■■ -     ■'-  ■■• =-    iiay.  ih  ' 


wiu  fiMiml  ilcad 

Teceitpllarwaiit 

ing  OR  ber  iitNipf,  buitciuIi 


•X 


-'ith  ihi _. , ,.,.. 

Willi  wl I  FbciDi'iii.-.liiinitrnK.il.     Iliitlci and li- 

riThnilliiiih  ii|ioki'  tu  ihi'ir  ili9i|iiiinin-iiir:it:  buiBr- 
liT  war  a  litllc  of  n  cnxrinnh.  ant)  91'  r>xT  a  sb: 
iltal  iif  a  ;:<i'»Hr.  Wlilli'  In'  wu$  coii>:Jerni  nn 
pinlii  wnKiiiioio  ihi'ir irfitiiiony,  he  «o)  iniitw:- 
fillj  I'lirniiiilrn-il  by  n  ^.'iiiitt^iiian  uf  hi»  nun  titkt 
aiuii,  a  miliiurr  Ruruoiin,  whit  jiad  Iiaii  thd  miifinai 
Id  haTf  l)ui<n  in  Ilvih.'r'i'  iiriaini.  till  iw-t  ar  IfviimM 
iliu  latii  tiai'itii-iiiuiii.  Sir.  R<^(aI<■,  <ur  »  br  ■• 
callul,  wan  si'nrrally  i-Mwnicil  u  rf^inij  man.  iila 
■hmly,  awl  iMib^riUi  in  furininv  hiii  iii>ini'>ii4.  Hci- 
'  ■■' -*-    - —  -■-     -   ■■     -         |b.;li*«rf 


.,   ,  .  .._ — J.    annweml  Ki 

'miliiii^ ;  Wl'  arc  all  umn  the  advi'iilun:  in  I 
inori'  iirluH  :  but  I  ild  nol  mx'  tli3l  thii  Be(,-iiin ! 
in-vilh)  ia  iiiuri'  hi  ihnn  the  rnM." 

"  V!h\;  thai  \niaii<iiuan  ilri«s  and  maniKT." 
IlarlliTi  "wivournliltli'or  llie    ~ 


K 


at  inunrri  uiiilrr  in'tmu 

inNip»,Burrciu]i.Tini(iirhill-fiiriis  1 

1  what  hiHiilcH.  Shii  was  piTinilliid  alau 
10  mam  mine  miiiniiia  uf  mynliy  t  and,  as  ahi:  waa 
woal  10  talk  of  llinter  aa  thv  Kamurn  Si)loniiin,  vhc 
Knwrallr  lii<cinii;  knuwn  by  iIk'  litlu  iif  Qwi'ii  of 
Sheba.  Hlic  IravLii  hiT  nmn  whun  alii<  pli'iui-f,  and 
""— Si.a«)rphefiiniinw  '■ - 
luch  a*  aiH'  likra.  Tin 
ha,  ihouKh  tlu-y  loiik 


JJRhIbU' 

who  haa  iwiiiiiibihIpii  wldii'™  1 

rin-n  and  look  fniin-ly  lilui 

1 yg^^^  ^j,  ^j„  n(  ijjjj,  (jiup 


r. 


llf  bclttT  than  a  xpy.    A>  lo  HyilKr,  it  ia  auu- 
I  hi>  hna  i<nmiroit  bnr  fidelity  by  burniwinK  ihe 
«r  pan  or  her  lrea:iun:p,  whii'h  prerentR  her 
darina  tn  Inenk  with  him,  ^b<<Mdi<9  uiher  en 
mat  amnck  iifaeamlnlof  aiiiiiheriKin." 

"  A  ainaular  titnry,"  niiliAd  Hartley  10  his  < 
paniun,  wliile  hia  heart  dwell  uii  tlic  qaotinn.  1 
11  war  poMlde  ihal  iho  RL-titIc  and  winpte  X-.... 
Oragrahimld  boin  the  Irainof  anehacharaelerasthiB 
■dTenturrwi  1 

"  But  Buller  hat  not  loM  ynu  iht  beat  of  il."  said 
Maiot  HrrcRT,  whohr  ibis  lima  eama  luund  in  liniah 
hia  own  alorv.  "S^ur  old  anqiiaiiilance,  Hr.  Tr>- 
aham,  or  Hr.  MiddtFma^  or  wbatover  cl«  ha  ehoanes 
toboeatlcd,  ha*  been  enrapli mealed  by  a  npnrt,  that 
ba  atood  vary  hi^h  in  Iho  good  Bracn  of  ibia  aamo 
Boadieea.  He  certainly  cauimiind«l  some  troop* 
wbich  aha  atiJl  Iteepaon  fool,  and  acted  il  their  head 
in  the  Nawiub'a  acrvice,  who  craflily  emiilayal  him 
m  could  n     ■     ■ 


otilinary  [•■-I 
wiiJiodiuniarryi  abv  ininJit  ea>ily  llud 


iKjiiill 

"  V/hy,  I  hi'nril  lliat  alic  had  lH:ira]'ed  Hit  hivboMTi 
■"'  tiiHrdcr." 

Ay,  ifial  ia  n  apreimm  uf  Mailrui'  tn>wii>.   Th 

il,  tliu[ahFdFfeiulnltlu.'pliin-  Inii^Hficr  ficrhi» 

i  m\,  and  eflerwnnla  aunvndvrod  11  by  ca^iil' 

..    ..    HyiltT,  wlio  i44un>  himat-lf  ou  ubaeri'inE  n> 

nilv*  uf  jiwtiei',  wolilil  nol  olherwim;  hnvs  adroitiil 

' nirli  iiilmiaey." 

I      ■ 1 1    -I 1^.    1     H|,j|l,.y_    "    ||jj[    [[|„ 

mean  nny  MaiMal' 

-Ijilrr  ill  liHi  zcnloiia  a  Jijhs- 

medan  t-i  rnlenaiil  a  C'hriaiiaii  iniBtlrw ;  anil  br- 
Fidua,  to  en]uy  ibr  iwrt  of  rank  whieh  ia  yieldni » 1 
Wiiiuaa  m  ncr  rondinoo,  ahe  innai  rofraii),  in  atftW' 
luaat,  from  nil  eom'iipandence  in  the  w>f  of 


refill. 


of  il»  - 


I  waa  Ihnt  also  a  fntar  report  7"  said  Hanky. 

-..  inj  aiiul,  1  bplievc  it  waa."  nnawcrrd  %. 
Kadule.  "^Tbey  wcrcfrii'iida,  Eiirapi'aiMi>ianli>1iia 
iirl,  and  tbnrvforo  iiilimaie  ;  but  I  belirve  aoilusi; 
-)re.  By  theby.lhoufdi.  I  believe  there  wa*  kook 
quarrel  helweon  Midillemai,  poor  fellow,  and  ma: 
yetlMU  euie  ibat  you  will  be^lad  10  ' 


chaneo  of  hia  alTair  beinit  m 


fdr- 


Illy  word  which  H»n- 


B 


kreould  ul 

.\y,  indeed," 

old  alorjr  now;  and  it  miiat  W  allu 

ddlcniaii,  though  he  waa  raab  in  that 
pnwncalian." 

"But  his  (leaeriion— hie  acreplinB  of  command  un- 
der Hydet-hiaircaimcni  of  nur]>n«nere~Hn«  can 
all  tlieae  be  iiaaiMxl  over  !"  reiilinl  Hartley. 

"  Why,  it  il  poMible— I  speak  10  you  a*  a  onitiaw 
nuui,  and  in  confidence — that  he  may  do  u>  brttcr 
aamcein  Hydor' a  capital.  orTippoo'e  romp,  than  be 
eonld  have  done  if  aervinR  with  his  own  mrimraL 
And  then,  for  hia  [reatmeni  of  ptiaonere,  1  am  nnl 
can  nak  nothing  but  gooil  uf  bim  in  that  partio- 
lar.    Hewaaoblwedlolake  the  offiee,  bcnuselboar 


HAP.    XI. 1 


THi<:  suRonoNs  daujihter. 


ii 


inr  8or\t'  Hydor  Naig,  must  do  or  tlic.    But  liP  told 


old  '  "  I  brlirvi',  niadiiin,"  ^^lld  Miss  CTrny,  \inli  ftppear- 
le  liims«''lf— and  I  Ii(/1k;v<'  him— (hat  lu'  nccfptc-d  fhe  nnc»^ot'ftlori,  '*  ihiil  I  niust  .-^iw.-ik  with  ihis^'ontlrnian 
fficf  chii  My  bccnusi',  whilv  he  iiuidc  a  ^'reat  bullyiim  ,  lor  a  lew  niiiui(r-s  iu  privulf,  if  you  will  permit  us." 

"  Tiiai  if*  t(i  sav,  H«:i  >ou  i;on«!  ?  hilt  1  do  not  allow 
that  -1  do  not  lik**  privaii;  C(Ui\(T>'alion  bKwepn 
youiiii  man  and  prrlty  youn;;  wt)iiian  ;  ccla  n'csl pa<i 


t  U9  l)i.'l"nrf!  tile  \)\iwk  fellows,  \\r  rould  privately  be 
f  assistnrifi'  to  n<.  Sduh-  foi)ls  oonhl  not  ui.di-r- 
tond  this,  and  aiiswfTcd  luni  with  alm«-o  and  lani- 
oons  ;  and  ho  wa>  oliliirrd  to  punish  thi-ni,  to  avoid 
ii^pirinn.  Yf.-*.  u;s.  1  aiidotlnrs  ran  prove  ho  was 
rilling  to  hv  kind.  If  nun  would  i?ivr  bun  have.  I 
lopc  111  I  hank  him  at  Madras  onr  day  sjomi. — All  thiH 
n  confultnci.     (»ood  morrow  tu  y«iu."' 

Distraotod  bv  the  contradi'Mury  intclli^iMirt-!  ho  had 
eceivoil,  ITarilc-y  wf-nt  lu-xt  to  ijuiv-tmn  uM  Captain 
vopstern,  the  (.'nptaincif  th«- Indianiaii,  whom  In.' hail  j 
>bs*.TVrti  in  attrnflancr  upon  the  IJriium  Montr*  vilh*.  j 
Dn  iiiquirinR  aftor  that  i-oniniandrr's  fcmalo  paj^aon- 
;erF,  he  luar<l  a  prti;y  long  iMtnloi-Mu-  of  nanus,  m 
which  thnt  he  was  po  much  inti'n'st.d  in  diil  not  oitur. 
Dii  closer  inquiry,  Capsiern  n''oll.,'cif  il  that  Mrnie 
Qrny,  a  youns  Scotchwoman,  had  como  out  undi-r 
charsc  of  Mrp.  Duffer,  the  mast»r\s  witc.  "A  irood 
decent  wrl,'"  Capstcrn  said,  "  and  kept  tlic  matt  ■<  and 

rispeetablo  distiMu-r.     SIm:  came 


honnifc.     It  eaiUKjl  be  in  mv  hou.-e.' 

"It  may  he  out  of  it,  then,  maiiani,"  answered 

Miss  Uray.  not  j-eitishly  nor  pertly,  but  with  the  ut- 

:  nn.>st  simrdieiiy.— '•  Mr.  ilanli'v,  will  you  step  into 

I  that  garden  ?    and  you,  madam,  may  observe  us  from 

'  tiie  window,  if  it  lie  the  fashion  of  tlu*  country  to 

watrli  .-I)  rlc»st;ly." 

As  shi^  spwke  thi*  she  siiiiprd  thnnmii  a  lattice- 
dour  int')  tin*  traiden,  and  witli  an  air  so  ^im;■ll^  that 
.■i.lii-  secinei  as  \i  sin-  wishtd  to  (••)niplv  with  iicr  pa- 
troiii's-^'s  ideas  of  deeoimn.  lhouj;h  tluy  appeared 
slranL'.o  to  her.  Tlu'  Uuef.n  of  Sh»ba,  notwith- 
stamlin^  her  natural  assurame,  wn.s  disronecrted  by 
the  conipo^up'  «»f  Mi>s  ^Jiay's  maniii'r.  and  left  the 
room,  a|.i):ir«  ntly  in  displi  asun-.  Mini''  iurni;d  bark 
ti)  thi<  door  vhieh  opeiiid  into  the  trarrlen,  and  said, 
in  th<'  same  manner  as  iH'forc,  but  with  hss  noneha- 


BUinea-pi^rp  at   a 

out,''  he  btlieved,  "to  be  a  rjort  of  leinab'  dunpanion,  lan<'f, — 
or  upp';r  servant,  in  Madam  Montnville's  family.  '  '*  I  am  sure  I  wi)uld  not  willingly  break  tiirou^h 
Snug  birth  enonph,"  he  ef)nrluiiid,  ''if  shi-  cm  find  thi  rubs  of  a  fonij^n  country  ;  l>ut  1  «ann<>t  refus«» 
the  Icnpth  of  the  old  pirPs  foot.*'  mvsf  If  thr  plrasure  of  speaking'  to  so  old  a  frif  nd, — 

This  was  oil  that  coidd  hi-  inade  of  Capstem;  so    if,  indeed,"  slu:  atided,  pausing  and  lo«)kinp  at  Hart- 
Hartley  was  comiM;lle<l  to  remain  in  a  state  of  um'er-  j  by,  who  was  much  •  ndiarrasstd,  "  it^  l.u  as  much 
lainty  until  the  ne.\l  morning,  when  an  explanation    plea^ure  to  ]\lr.  Ilartby  as  it  is  t(»  mc." 
might  be  expected  with  Menie  (Jray  in  pt-rson.  " It  wnubl  havi;  bw^n,"  J?aid  Hartley,  .«iarre  know- 

'  ins  what  he  .^aid— "it  must  be,  a  pleasure  to  mc  in 

evrTV  eireumstanec— But  ihi.s  extvaonhniry  mecling 
CHAPTER   XI.  Bui  yonr  father"- 

The  exact  hour  assigned  found  Hartley  at  the  door 
of  the  rich  native  merchant,  who,  having;  si)me  rea- 
■oni  for  wishini;  to  oblii;e  the  Besutn  Montn-ville,  had 
rriinquished,  for  lur  aeeoinmodation  and  that  of  her 
nnmcrous  retinue,  alniost  th«!  whole  of  his  lart'e  and 
sumptuous  resid»'ni-e  iri  the  Black  Town  of  Madras, 
as  that  district  of  the  city  is  called  which  the  natives 
occupy. 

A  domestic,  at  the  first  summons,  u.^jhered  the 
visiter  into  an  apartnn  nt,  where  he  expected  to  he  ^ 
ioin*:^!  by  Mi.-"?  Gray.    The  room  open<=(I  on  one  si<le  j  question 
into  u  pinall  pardi  n  or  parterre,  filh-d  with  the  bril-  ,  <'oulrl  j«. 
iiant-rolouTiHl   llowers  uf  eastern  eliniates ;  in  the  ;  fop.-" — 


Menie  fJrav's  handkerrhief  was  at  her  eyc«— "He 
is  ^on«',  Mr.  Hartley.  After  he  was  left  unassisted, 
his  toilsome  husinrss  bteame  too  much  for  him — ho 
eai'^ht  a  cold,  which  hun^  about  him,  as  you  know 
he  wa.s  the  last  to  attend  to  his  own  complaints,  till 
it  assumed  a  daiifzenius,  and,  finally,  a  fatal  charac- 
ter. I  <listress  you,  Mr.  Hartley,  but  it  becomes  you 
well  to  be  alFeetcd.     My  father  loved  \ou  dearly.' 

"Oh,  Miss  Gray!'  said  Hartley,  "it  should  not 
have  been  thus  with  my  exei-llenf  friend  at  tin.'  close 
of  his  iKsefiil  and  virtuous  lift. —  Alas,  when-fore— the 
ion  bursts  from  me  inyoluntaiil> —wherefore 
)u  not  have  complit-d  with  hi.s  wishes  ?  where- 


midst  of  which  tlu'  waters  jif  a  fountain  rose  upwards  |     "  Do  not  a.sk  me,''  said  &he,  stopping!  the  quefltion 
in  a  pparklitig  jjrt,  and  fell  back  a^aiu  into  a  white  ;  which  was  on  his  lips;  "we  am  not  the  formers  of 
marble  cistern. 
A   thousand  dizzy 


recolh''tion.-j  thr(ui:2iil  on  the 
mind  of  Hartley,  wh».-<'  early  fj-eliuRs  towards  the 
companion  of  his  jfj)ulh,  if  tli«'v  hail  slumberMl  durinj; 
distance  and  the  various  <;asualti(  r'  of  a  busy  life,  wen* 
rc\'ived  whm  lu;  found  liims<  If  placed  so  n«  ar  her, 
and  in  circumstances  which  inlen'-sle^l  from  tht".r  un- 
cx[>ecled  occurrence  and  mysterious  character.  A 
Htffp  was  heard— the  door  opmi^l— u  female  ar»pearcd 
--but  it  was  the  portly  form  of  Madam  de  M^ontre- 
ville. 

"  What  yoii  do  please  to  want,  sir?"  said  the  lady ; 
"  that  is,  il  vou  have  fouml  your  tonjjue  this  morning?, 
which  you  bad  lost  yesterday.*' 


our  own  destiny.  It  is  painful  to  talk  on  hU(-h  a  sub- 
jf  et ;  bui  fi»r  once,  and  for  evrr,  let  me  tell  \ou  that  I 
shouM  have  (Nme  Mr.  Hartley  wronjr,  if,  (Xen  to 
sccun;  his  assistance  ti)  my  father,  I  had  acce])ted  his 
hiiud,  while  my  wayward  afiections  did  not  accom- 
pany the  a»t." 

"  IJut  wherefore  <io  I  .sre  you  here,  Menie  ?  For- 
fiive  m»s  Miss  Gray,  my  loniiue  as  well  as  my  htart 
turns  back  to  loim-for^rotlen  .-ci.ne>  -  But  wh>  here? 

why  with  this  woman  .'" 

"  Slic  is  not,  indeed,  evtry  thiiij;  that  I  expected," 
answered  Menie;  "but  I  must  not  be  pn'.iudiced  by 
fonii^n  manmrs,  after  the  step  I  have  taken— 8he is, 
!  besides,  ultentivi-,  and  uenerons  m  her  way,  and  I 


*'  i  proposed  nivftclf  the  honour  of  waitin.i^  upon  the  I  shall  .--oo!!"    she  pauWa  moment,  a 
youitR  pcrs«m,  whom  I  .*!aw  in  your  excellencry  s  com-  j  "  br  under  brtter  protti'tion."' 
pnny  yesteniay  niorninc,"  answered  Hartley,  with;     "That  of  Ri«-hard  Middlemas  .'"  sai< 


nd  then  added, 

younR 

pnny  y  .  .  . 

RSPumed  respc-ct.     "I  have  had  lontj  tlic  honour  of   a  falterin^i  vr»ii-e. 

hcinj;  known  to  her  in  Ruropc,  and  I  desire  to  (dfer       "  I  oujiht  n«jf,  perhai'S,  lo  answrr  the  qurslion," 

my  senicos  to  her  in  India."  !  said  !M»  nir;  "  but  I  am  a  bad  dissemblrr,  and  those 

wlnun  I  trust,  I  trust  iMitirjIy.  You  have  t^iessed 
ri;:ht.  !Mr.  Hartb-y,''  she  addul,  colouriiiK  a  pood 
dral,  "  I  havr  ciun  '  hi'liir  to  uuile  my  fate  to  that  of 
vot:r  (dd  <omra<|i 


*'  Much  obliRefi  much  oblij»t  d  ;  but  Miss  Gray  is 
aon»;  out  and  does  not  return  for  one  or  two  cbiys. 
You  may  leave  your  commandH  with  me." 

"Pnrnon  me,  madam,"  replird  Hnriley ;  "but  I 
have  .*wime  reason  to  hope  yi;u  may  be  nii.-.takrn  in 
this  matter  ■  And  h«re  comes  the  Imly  In rself." 

"How  is  this,  my  d(  ar  ;"'  saiii  Mrs.  Montnvilb^, 
with  unrufflcfl  front,  to  ;Men!e,  as  slu'  entend  :  "  an 
vou 


"It  i«,  tlii'n,ju.«'las  I  feinrd  I"  ex'laimed  Hartley. 
"  And  why  t«liould  Mr.  H'irtlry  frar  .'"  said  Menie 
(}i-:iy.     "I  usi»<l  to  think  \oii  io.»  l'«  nenms-- surely 
the  (|'.i:irri!l  which  (K-!'iirr<.tl  Inii^  Mm-e  ou^ht  not  to 
Ml  not  Konr  out  for  twt»  or  thni^  days,  as  1  itll  this  '  perpuiiat*' piippicion  and  n  sininniit."' 
ptntlernan  ?■-  /»/«;■■..■  »•'<-.•'/ 1'«."'/    it  is  all  one  thinj^.   Voti       "  At  b  :isf.  if  llw  fn  lini.'  «:i  p  •;>  iiiuh  nt  n-mained  hi 
will  «ay,  How  d'yr  di>,  and  t;o.»d-!)y,  to  Mi>nsiiur.  I  my  own  busnm.  il  would  !•    ihi-  la.-t  I  sliould  intrude 
who  ifi  .^  poliie  as  to  i;onie  to  a.sk  after  our  lualihs,  ■  upon  vou,  MW-y  t  Jray."  an^wtn  d  Hartley.     "  But  it 

that  I  am  watchful.— 
ou  mean  to 


and  an  he  ."ecs  us  both  very  well,  he  will  go  away    is  for  you,  and  for  you  alone,  that  I  am 
home  astiin."  ,  Thid  person  —this  {zentlemau  whom  y 
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intnut  with  voor  ha|)puiefl»— do  you  know  where  he 
t»— and  io  what  sendee?" 

**  I  know  both,  more  distinctljr  perhaps  than  Mr. 
Hartley  can  do.  Mr.  Middlemaa  nas  erred  greatly, 
and  has  been  severely  punished.  But  it  was  not  m 
the  time  of  his  exile  and  sorrow,  that  she  who  has 
plighted  her  £uth  to  him  should,  with  the  flattering 
world,  turn  her  back  upon  him.  Besides,  you  have, 
doubtless,  not  heard  of  his  hopes  of  being  restored  to 
his  conntnr  and  his  rank  7" 

"I  haye,^'  answered  Hartley,  thrown  off  his  guard ; 
"but  I  see  not  how  he  can  deserve  it,  otherwise  than 
by  becoming  a  traitor  po  his  new  master,  and  thus 
rendering  hunself  even' more  unworthy  of  confidence 
than  I  bold  him  to  be  at  this  moment." 

"It  is  well  that  he  hears  you  not."  answered 
Menie  Gray,  resenting,  with  natural  feeling  the  im- 
potation  on  ner  lover.  Then  instantly  softening  her 
tone,  she  added,  "  My  voice  ought  not  to  aggravate, 
but  to  soothe  yovi  quarrel.  Mr.  Hartley,  I  plight 
my  word  to  you  that  vou  do  Richard  wrong." 

She  said  these  words  with  affecting  calmness,  sup* 
pressing  all  appearance  of  that  displeasure,  of  whicli 
she  was  evidently  sensible,  upon  this  depreciation  of 
B  beloved  object. 

Hartley  compelled  himself  to  answer  in  the  same 
strain. 

"  Mias  Ghtiy,"  he  said,  **  your  actions  and  motives 
will  always  bie  those  of  an  angel ;  but  let  me  entreat 
you  to  view  this  most  important  matter  with  the  eyes 
of  worldly  wisdom  and  prodence.  Have  vou  well 
weighed  the  risks  attending  the  course  which  you 
are  taking  in  favour  of  a  man,  who,— nay,  I  will  not 
again  oRend  you—who  may,  I  hope,  deserve  your 
favour  7" 

"  When  I  wished  to  see  you  in  this  manner,  Mr. 
Hartley,  and  declined  a  communication  in  public, 
where  we  could  have  had  less  freedom  of  conversa- 
tion, it  was  with  the  view  of  telling  you  eveiv  thing. 
Some  pain  I  thought  old  recollections  mignt  give, 
but  I  trusted  it  would,  be  momentary  ;  and^as  I  de- 
sire to  retain  your  friendship,  it  is  proper  I  should 
show  that  I  still  deserve  it.  I  must  then  firet  tell 
you  my  situation  after  my  father's  death.  In  the 
world's  opinion,  we  were  always  poor,  you  know : 
but  in  the  proper  sense  I  had  not  known  what  real 
poverty  was,  until  I  was  placed  in  dependence  upon 
a  distant  relation  of  my  poor  father,  who  made  our 
relationship  a  reason  for  casting  upon  me  all  the 
drudgery  of  her  household,  while  she  would  not  al- 
low that  it  gave  me  a  claim  to  countenance,  kind- 
ness, or  any  thing  but  the  relief  of  my  most  pressing 
wants.  In  these  circumstances  I  received  from  Mr. 
Middlemas  a  letter,  in  which  he  related  his  fatal 
duel,  and  its  consequenoe.  He  had  not  dared  to 
write  to  me  to  ahare  nis  misery— Now,  when  he  was 
in  a  lucrative  situation,  under  the  V&^ronage  of  a 
powerful  princes  whose  wisdom  knew  how  to  prize 
and  protect  such  Europeans  as  entered  his  service- 
now,  when  he  had  every  prospect  of  rendering  our 
govemraent  such  essential  service  by  his  interest 
with  Hyder  Ali,  and  might  eventually  nourish  hopes 
of  being  permitted  to  return  and  stand  his  trial  for 
the  death  of  his  commanding  officer— now,  he  pressed 
me  to  come  to  India,  and  share  his  reviving  fortunes. 
by  accomplishing  the  engagement  into  which  we  had 
long  ago  entered.  A  considereble  sum  of  money 
acoompknied  this  letter.  Mrs.  Duffer  was  pointed 
out  as  a  respectable  woman,  who  would  protect  me 
during  the  passage.  Mn.  Montrevill&  a  lady  of 
rank,  naving  large  possessions  and  high  interest  in 
the  Mysore^  would  receive  me  on  my  arrival  at  Fort 
St  Graorge,  and  conduct  me  safely  to  the  dominions 
of  Hyder.  It  was  further  recommended,  that  con- 
sidenng  the  peculiar  situation  of  Mr.  Midjdlemas, 
his  name  should  be  concealed  in  the  transaction,  and 
that  the  ostensible  cause  of  my  voyage  should  be  to 
fill  an  office  in  that  lady's  family— what  was  I  to 
do  ?— My  duty  to  my  poor  father  was  ended,  and  my 
other  frwnd  conndered  the  proposal  as  too  advan- 
tageous to  be  rejected,  "rhe  references  given,  the 
sum  of  money  lodged,  were  considered  as  putting  all 
scruples  out  of  the  question,  and  my  immediate  pro- 
tectresa  and  kinswoman  was  so  earaatt  that  I  should 


accept  of  the  offer  made  me^  as  to  intimate  that  Ai 
would  not  encourage  me  to  stand  in  my  own  Ggltf, 
by  continuing  to  fj^ve  me  shelter  and  iooL  (she  gne 
me  little  more,)  if  I  was  foolish  enough  to  rant 
compliance." 

"Sordid  vrretch!"  said  Hartley,  '*bow  httledri 
she  deserve  such  a  charge  f 

"  Let  me  speak  a  proud  word,  Mr.  Hartley,  m^ 
then  you  will  not  perhaps  blame  my  relatioM  m 
much.  All  their  persuasions^  and  even  their  ihran, 
would  have  failed  in  induang  me  to  take  a  stA 
which  has  an  appearance,  at  least,  to  whidi  I  fm 
it  difficult  to  reconcile  mysel£  But  I  had  ]ont 
Middlemas— I  love  him  still— why  should  I  denrk! 
—and  I  have  not  hesitated  to  trust  him.  ^  Had  it  aoi 
been  for  the  small  still  voice  which  reminded  mtd 
my  engagements,  I  had  maintained  more  stubbonlr 
the  pnde  of  womanhood,  and,  as  you  would  perlupi 
have  recommended.  I  might  have  expected^  at  kot, 
that  my  lover  should  have  come  to  Britain  in  penoi, 
and  might  have  had  the  vanity  to  think,**  she  addsd, 
smiling  faintly,  "  that  if  I  were  worth  having,  I  wai 
worth  fetching." 

"Yet  now— even  now,"  answered  Hartley.  ** he 
just  to  yourself  while  you  are  generous  to  your  love 
—Nay,  do  not  look  angrily,  bat  hear  me.  1  doubt  the 
propriety  of  your  being  under  the  charge  of^this  ■• 
sezed  woman,  who  can  no  longer  be  termed  a  Eot- 

Eean.  I  have  interest  enough  with  females  of  ihi 
i^hest  rank  in  the  settlement— this  climate  is  ihH 
ofgenerositv  and  hospitality— there  is  not  one  of  thA 
who,  knowing  your  character  and  history,  win  aoi 
desire  to  have  you  in  her  aociety,  and  under  ber^ 
tection,  until  your  lover  ahall  be  able  to  vindiiBiie 
his  title  to  your  hand  in  the  face  of  the  world.— I  Bf 
self  will  be  no  cause  of  suspicion  to  him,  orof  iaeoa- 
venience  to  you,  Menie.  Let  me  but  have  your  ooo> 
sent  to  the  arrangement  I  propose,  and  the  nsK 
moment  that  sees  you  under  honoursble  and  lumf' 
pected  protection,  I  will  leave  Madras,  not  to  renm  t| 
your  destiny  is  in  one  way  or  otherpermanently  fixei" 
•  "  No,  Hartley,"  said  Miss  Grav.  "  It  may,  a 
must  be,  friendly  in  you  thus  to  advise  me;  bats 
would  be  most  base  in  me  to  advance  my  own  afiin 
at  the  expense  of  your  prospects.  Besides,  irins 
would  this  be  but  taking  the  chance  of  oontingescae, 
with  the  view  of  sharing  poor  Middlemas's  fornm^ 
should  they  prove  prosperous,  and  r*»*inF  him  <A 
should  they  be  otherwise  7  Tell  me  only,  do  yoo,  cd 
your  own  positive  knowledge,  aver  that  yon  coasdff 
this  woman  as  an  unworthy  and  unfit  protectress  kt 
so  young  a  person  as  I  am  7" 

"Of  my  own  knowledge  I  can  say  nothing:  v*f^ 
I  must  own.  that  reports  difler  even  ooneeminglm 
Montreville  s  character.    But  surely  the  mere  r— - 
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"  The  mere  sospicion,  Mr.  Hartley,  can  have  at 
weight  with  m&  considering  that  I  can  oppose  toil 
the  testimony  <»  the  man  with  whom  I  am  wiUiatu 
share  my  future  fortunes.  Tou  acknowted^e  the 
(^ueation  is  but  doubtful  and  should  not  the  aiH^ 
non  of  him  of  whom  I  think  so  hi|(hly  decide  «fh^ 
lief  in  a  doubtful  matter  7  What,  mdeed,  matfliiha 
should  this  Madam  Montreville  be  other  tkM  he 
represented  her  7" 

^'  What  must  he  be,  indeed  f  thought  Hartley  ii- 
temally,  but  his  lip  uttered  not  the  worda.  He  kokd 
down  in  a  deep  reverie,  and  at  length  started  froaK 
at  the  words  of  Miss  Gray. 

"  It  is  time  to  remind  you,  Mr.  Hartley,  that  se 
muat  needs  part.    (3od  bless  and  preserveyoo." 

"  And  you,  dearest  Menie,"  exclaimed  HartkM* 
be  sunk  on  one  knee,  and  pressed  to  his  lips  thehaai 
which  she  held  out  to  him.  **  God  bless  you !- 
must  deserve  blessing.  God  protect  yon  !--yoa  i 
need  protection.— Oh,  ahould  things  prove  difi 
from  what  vou  hope,  aend  for  me  instaatly,  and  i 
man  can  aid  yoiL  Adam  Hartley  will !" 

He  placed  m  her  hand  a  card  containing  hias^ 
dress.  He  then  rushed  from  the  apartment  la  the 
hall  he  met  the  lady  of  the  mansion,  who  made  hv 
a  haughty  reverence  in  token  of  adieo,  while  a  aaOM 
servant  ot  the  upper  daas,  by  whom  aha 
made  a  k>w  andf  reverential  aalant 
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Hartley  hsstenttl  fhMn  the  Black  Towot  mora 
latiifted  than  before  that  some  deceit  waa  about  to  be 
;>nu:tiaed  towards Menie  Gray— more  determined  than 
9ver  to  exert  himself  for  her  preservation ;  yet  more 
M>mpletely  perplexed,  when  he  began  to  consider  the 
loDbtful  character  of  the  danger  to  which  she  might 
ie  expoaedi  and  the  scanty  means  of  protection  which 
lie  had  to  oppose  to  it 


CHAPTER  XIL 

As  Hartley  left  the  apartment  in  the  house  of  Ram 
Sing  Cottah  by  one  mode  of  exit,  Miss  Gray  retired 
>y  another,  to  an  apartment  destined  for  her  private 
ise.  She^  too,  had  reason  for  secret  and  anxious  re- 
iection,  smce  all  her  love  for  Middlemaa^  and  her 
all  confidence  in  his  honour,  could  not  entuiely  con- 
[oer  her  doubts  concerning  the  character  of  the  per- 
lon  whom  he  had  choeen  for  her  temporary  protect- 
'eas.  And  yet  she  could  not  rest  these  doubts  upon 
iny  thing  distinctly  conclusive :  it  was  rather  a  dis- 
ike  of  her  patroness's  general  manners,  and  a  dis- 
nist  at  her  masculine  notions  and  expressiona,  that 
Uapleaaed  her,  than  any  thing  else. 

Mean  time.  Madam  Montreville,  followed  by  her 
>lack  domestic,  entered  the  apartment  where  Hart- 
ey  and  Menie  had  just  parted.  It  appeared  from  the 
^nveraation  which  follows,  that  they  had  from  some 
>laoe  of  concealment  overheard  the  dialogue  we  have 
larrated  in  the  former  chapter. 

"  It  ia  good  luck,  Sadoc,"  said  the  lady,  "  that  there 
a  in  this  world  the  ^eat  fool." 

"And  the  great  villain,"  answered  Sadoc,  in  good 
Snglish,  but  m  a  most  sullen  tone. 

Thia  woman,  now,"  continued  the  lady,  "iawhat 
n  Frangistan  you  call  an  angel." 

'*  Ay,  and  I  have  eeen  those  in  Hindostan  you  may 
urell  call  devU." 

"  I  am  sure  that  this— how  you  call  him— Hartley, 
a  a  meddling  devil.  For  what  has  he  to  do  1  She 
ivill  not  have  any  of  him.  What  is  his  business  who 
las  her  9  I  wish  we  were  well  up  the  Ghauts  again, 
nv  dear  Sadoc." 

For  my  part,"  answered  the  slave,  "  I  am  half 
ieterminea  never  to  ascend  the  Ghauts  more.  Hark 
rou,  Adela,  I  begin  to  sicken  of  the  plan  we  have 
aid.  This  crea ture' s  con fiding  purity— call  her  angel 
>r  woman,  as  you  will— makes  my  practices  appear 
;oo  vile,  even  in  my  own  eyes.  I  feel  myself  unfit  to 
M  your  companion  farther  in  the  daring  paths  which 
rou  pursue.    Let  us  part,  and  port  frienos." 

"  Amen,  coward.  But  the  woman  remains  wifh 
ne,"  answerea  the  Queen  of  Sheba."* 

With  thee  !"  replied  the  seeming  black—"  never. 
NTo,  Adela.  She  is  under  the  shadow  of  the  British 
UM.and  she  siiall  experience  its  protection." 

"  Ves— and  what  protection  will  it  aflbrd  to  you 
rourself?"  retorted  tne  Amazon.  "What  if  I  should 
dap  my  hands,  and  command  a  score  of  my  black 
lervants  to  bind  you  like  a  sheep,  and  then  send  word 
o  the  Governor  of  the  Presidency  that  one  Richard 
MiddJemas,  who  had  been  guilty  of  mutiny,  murder, 
lesertion,  and  serving  of  the  enemy  against  hiscoun- 
rymeo,  is  here,  at  Ram  Sing  Cottah  a  house,  in  the 
iisguise  of  a  black  servant  7"  Middlemas  covered 
lis  face  with  his  hands(  while  Madam  Montreville 
>roceeded  to  load  him  with  reproaches. — "Yes,"  she 
>a^,  "  slave,  and  son  of  a  slave !  Since  you  wear  the 
Iress  of  my  household,  you  shall  obey  me  as  fully  as 
he  rest  of  them,  otherwise,— whips,  fetters— the 
icafToId,  renegade,— the  gallows,  murderer!  Dost 
hou  dare  to  reflect  on  the  abyss  of  misery  from  which 
[  raised  thee,  to  share  my  wealth  and  my  aflectionsl 
Dost  thou  not  remember  that  tbe  picture  of  this  pale, 
x>ld,  imimpassioned  girl  was  then  so  indifferent  to 
hee.  that  thou  didst  sacrifice  it  as  a  tribute  due  to 
iie  benevolence  of  her  who  relieved  thee,  to  the  af- 
bction  of  her  who,  wtetch  as  thou  art,  condescended 
JO  love  thee  7" 

"Tes,  fell  woman,"  answered  Middlemas,  "but 

*  In  order  to  maintain  uninjared  thn  tone  of  panion  throafh- 
mt  this  dla]offae.  it  ha*  been  judged  expedient  to  diieard.  in 
iM  langoafe  of  the  Begum,  the  paiola  of  Madame  Montreville 
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was  it  I  who  encouraged  the  yotrng  tyrant's  out- 
rageous pasawn  for  a  portrait,  or  wno  formed  the 
abominable  plan  of  placing  the  original  within  his 
power?" 

''  No^-for  to  do  so  required  brain  and  wit.  But  it 
was  thine,  flimsy  villain,  to  execute  the  device  which 
a  bolder  genius  planned;  it  waa  thine  to  entice  the 
woman  to  this  foreign  shore,  under  pretence  of  a  love, 
which,  on  thy  part,  cold-blooded  miscreant,  never 
had  existed." 

"  Peace,  screech-owl !"  answered  Middlemaa,  "nor 
drive  me  to  such  madness  aa  may  lead  me  to  forget 
thou  art  a  woman." 

"A  woman,  dastard!  Is  this  thy  pretext  for 
sparing  me  1— what,  then,  art  thou,  who  tremblest  at 
a  woman's  looks,  a  woman's  words  7—1  am  a  wo- 
man, renegade,  but  one  who  wears  a  dagger,  and 
deapisea  alike  thy  strength  and  thy  courage.  I  am  a 
woman  who  has  looked  on  mors  dying  men  than 
thou  haat  killed  deer  and  antelopea.  Thou  must 
traffic  for  greatneas?- thou  hast  thrust  thyself  like  a 
five-yeara'  child,  into  the  rough  snorts  of  men,  and 
wilt  only  be  borne  down  and  crushed  for  thy  pains. 
Thou  wilt  be  a  double  traitor,  forsooth— betray  thy 
betrothed  to  the  Prince,  in  order  to  obtain  the  meana 
of  betraying  the  Prince  to  the  Enshsh  and  thus  gain 
thy  pardon  from  thy  country.  But  me  thou  analt 
not  betray.  I  will  not  be  made  the  tool  of  thy  am- 
bition—I  will  not  give  thee  the  aid  of  my  treasures 
and  my  soldiers,  to  oe  sacrificed  at  last  to  this  north- 
em  icicle.  No,  I  will  watch  thee  as  the  fiend  watchoa 
the,  wizard.  Show  but  a  symptom  of  betraying  me 
while  we  are  here,  and  I  denounce  thee  to  the  English, 
who  might  pardon  tbe  successful  villain,  but  not  him 
who  can  only  offer  prayers  for  his  life,  in  place  of  use- 
ful services.  Let  me  see  thte  flinch  when  we  are 
beyond  the  Ghauta,  and  the  Nawaub  shall  know  thy 
intrigues  with  the  Nizam  and  the  Mahrattas,  and  thy 
resolution  to  deliver  up  Bangalore  to  the  English, 
when  the  imprudence  of  Tippoo  shall  have  made  thee 
Killedar.  Go  where  thou  wilt,  slave,  thou  shalt  find 
me  thy  mistress." 

"And  a  fair,  though  an  unkind  one,"  aaid  the 
counterfeit  Sadoc,  auodenly  changing  his  tone  to  an 
affectation  of  tenderness.  "It  is  true  I  pity  thia 
unhappy  woman ;  true  I  would  save  her  if  I  could— 
but  most  unjust  to  suppose  I  would  in  anv  circum- 
stances prefer  her  to  my  Nouijehan,  mv  lignt  of  the 
world,  my  Mootee  Mahul,  my  pearl  of  the  palace."— 

"  All  falae  coin  and  empty  compliment,"  sakl  the 
Begum.''  Let  me  hear,  in  twc^brief  worda,  that  you 
leave  this  woman  to  my  din)08al." 

"  But  not  to  be  interred  alive  under  your  seat,  like 
the  Circassian  of  whom  you  were  jealous,"  said 
Middlemas,  shuddering. 

'*  No,  fool ;  her  lot  snail  not  be  worse  than  that  of 
being  the  favourite  of  a  prince.  Haat  thoiL  fbgitive 
and  criminal  as  thou  art,  a  better  fate  to  ofier  her  7" 

"  But,"  replied  Middlemas,  blushing  even  through 
his  base  disguise  at  the  consciousneas  of  hie  abject 
conduct,  "I  will  have  no  force  on  her  inclinations." 

"  Such  truce  she  shall  have  aa  the  laws  of  the  Ze- 
nana allow,"  replied  the  female  tyrant  "  A  week  is 
long  enough  for  her  to  determine  whether  she  will 
be  tlie  willing  mistress  of  a  princely  and  generoua 
lover." 

Ay,"  said  Richard.  "  and  before  that  week  ex- 

8* He  stopped  short. 

What  will  happen  before  the  week  expires  7" 
said  the  Begum  Montreville. 

"  No  matter— nothing  of  conaequenoe.  I  leave  the 
woman's  fate  with  you/' 

"'Tis  well— we  march  to-night  on  our  return  ao 
aoon  as  the  moon  rises.    Give  ordera  to  our  retinue." 

**  To  hear  ia  to  obey,"  replied  the  aeeming  slave,  and 
left  the  apartment 

The  eyes  of  the  Begum  remained  fixed  on  the 
door  through  whkh  be  had  passed.  "  ViUain~ 
double-dyed^  villain  I"  she  aaid,  "  I  see  thy  drift ; 
thou  wouldst  betray  Tippoo,  in  policy  alike  and  in 
love.  But  me  thou  canst  not  betray.— Ho,  there, 
who  waita?  Let  a  trusty  messenger  be  ready  to  sot 
ofTinstantly  with  letters,  which  I  will  presently  make 
ready.    His  departure  must  be  a  secret  to  every  one. 
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*'Ptrdon  me,  sir,  I  am,  do  Kteat  judRe;  but  Rich- 
ard U  reckoned  to  do  both  with  uncommon  skilL" 

"Indeed!— Sum  this  nf^  and  it  sounds  well. 
Handsome,  accomplished  in  exercises,  moderately 
learned,  perfectly  well-bred,  not  unreasonably  wild. 
All  this  comes  too  high  for  the  situation  of  a  private 
sentinel.  He  must  have  a  commission.  Doctor- 
entirely  for  your  sake." 

"  Your  Excellency  is  generous." 

"It  shall  be  so;  and  I  will  find  means  to  make 
Tom  Hillary  disKone  his  plunder,  unless  be  prefers 
bong  hanged,  a  fate  he  has  long  deserved.  You  can- 
not go  back  to  the  Hospital  to-day.  You  dine  with 
us,  and  you  know  Mrs.  Witherington*s  fears  of  infec- 
tion: but  to-morrow  find  out  your  friend.  Winter 
shall  see  him  eauipped  with  every  thing  needfiil. 
Tom  Hillary  shall  repay  advances,  you  know ;  and 
he  must  be  off  with  the  first  detachment  of  the 
recruits,  in  the  Mkldleeez  Indiaman,  which  sails 
from  the  Downs  on  Monday  fortnight ;  that  is,  if  you 
think  him  fit  fiw  the  voyage.  I  dare  say  the  poor  fel- 
low is  sick  of  the  Isle  of  Wight." 

"  Your  Excellency  will  permit  the  youns  man  to  pay 
his  respects  to  you  before  his  departure  1" 

"To  what  purpose,  sir 7"  said  the  Gieneral,  hastily 
and  peremptorily  ;  but  instantly  added,  "  Y  ou  are 
light— I  sbould  like  to  see  him.  Winter  shall  let  him 
know  the  time,  and  take  horses  and  fetch  him  hither. 
But  he  must  have  been  out  of  the  Hospital  fer  a  day  or 
two ;  so  the  sooner  you  can  set  him  at  liberty  the 
better.  In  the  mean  time^  take  him  to  your  own 
lodgings,  Doctor  i  and  do  not  let  him  form  any  inti- 
macies with  the  officers,  or  any  others,  in  this  place, 
where  he  may  light  on  another  Hillary." 

Had  Hartley  been  as  well  acquainted  as  the  reader 
with  the  circumstances  of  young  Middlemas's  birth, 
he  might  have  drawn  decisive  conclusions  from  the 
behaviour  of  Gieneral  Witherington,  while  his  comrade 
was  the  topic  of  conversation.  But  as  Mr.  Gray  and 
Middlemas  himself  were  both  silent  on  the  suoject, 
he  knew  little  of  it  but  from  general  report^  which  his 
curiosity  had  never  induced  nim  to  scrutmize  min- 
utely. Nevertheless,  what  he  did  apprehend  Inter- 
ested him  so  much,  that  he  resolved  upon  trying  a 
Uttle  experiment,  in  which  he  thought  there  could 
be  no  mat  harm.  He  placed  on  his  finger  the 
remarkable  rins  intrusted  to  his  care  by  Richard 
Middlemas,  ana  endeavoured  to  make  it  conspicu- 
ous in  approaching  Mrs.  Witherington ;  taking  care, 
however,  that  this  occurred  during  her  husband's 
absences  Her  eyes  had  no  sooner  caught  a  sight  of 
the  gem,  than  they  became  riveted  to  it,  and  she  beg- 
ged a  nearer  sight  of  it,  as  strongly  resembling  one 
which  she  hnd  given  to  a  friend.  Taking  the  ring 
from  his  finger*  and  placing  it  in  her  emaciated  hanoj 
Hartley  informed  her  it  was  the  property  of  the  friend 
in  whom  he  had  just  been  endeavouring  to  interest 
the  deneral.  Mrs.  Witherington  retired  in  great 
emotion,  but  next  day  summoned  Hartley  to  a  pnvate 
interview,  the  particulars  of  which,  so  far  as  are 
necessary  to  be  known,  shall  be  a/lerwards  related. 

On  the  succeeding  day  after  these  important  dis- 
coveries, Middlemas,  to  his  great  delight,  was  rescued 
from  his  seclusion  in  the  Hospital,  and  transferred  to 
his  comrade's  lodgings  in  the  town  of  Ryde,  of  which 
Hartley  himself  was  a  rare  inmate;  the  anxiety  of 
Mrs.  Witherington  detaining  him  at  the  General's 
house,  long  after  his  medical  attendance  might  have 
been  dispensed  with. 

Within  two  or  three  days  a  commission  arrived  for 
Richard  Middlemas,  as  a  Ueutenant  in  the  service  of 
the  East  India  Company.  Winter,  by  his  master's 
orders,  put  the  wardrobe  of  the  young  officer  on  a 
suitable  footing;  while  Middlemas,  enchanted  at 
finding  himself  at  once  emancipated  from  his  late 
dreadful  difficulties,  and  placed  under  the  protection 
of  a  man  of  such  importance  as  the  General^beyed 
implicitly  the  hint<t  transmittt^d  to  him  by  Hartley, 
and  enforced  by  Winter,  and  abstained  from  going 
into  public,  or  forming  acquaintances  with  any  one. 
Even  Hartley  himself  he  saw  seldom;  and,  deep  as 
were  his  obligations,  he  did  not  perhaps  greatly 
regret  the  absence  of  one,  whose  presence  always  af- 
lected  him  with  a  sense  of  humiliation  and  abasement. 
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Thb  evening  before  he  was  to  sail  for  the  Dowaa, 
where  the  Middlesex  lay  ready  to  wd^  anchor,  tks 
new  Ueutenant  was  summoned  by  winter  to  txieai 
bira  to  the  General's  residence,  K>r  the  purpose  of 
being  introduced  to  his  patron,  to  thank  him  atonei^ 
and  to  bid  him  farewell.  On  the  road,  the  oU  una 
took  the  Uberty  of  schooling  his  oompanion  cooecn- 
ing  the  respect  which  he  ought  to  pay  to  his  masto^ 
"  who  was,  though  a  kind  and  generous  roan  as  em 
came  from  Northumberland,  extremdy  rigid  inptae* 
tiliously  exacting  the  degree  of  honour  which  wm 
his  due." 

While  they  were  advancing  towards  the  boose,  tbf 
General  and  his  vnfe  expected  their  arrival  viA 
breathless  anxiety.  They  were  seated  in  a  sapnl 
drawing-room,  the  General  behind  a  krge  chaiadi> 
lier,  which,  shaded  opposite  to  his  Dace,  threw  all  tbi 
light  to  the  other  ade  of  the  table,  so  that  he  cosU 
observe  any  person  placed  there,  without  bfcomai 
the  subject  of  observation  in  turn.  On  a  heap  m 
cushkma,  wrapped  in  a  glittering  drapery  of  goU  sal 
silver  muslins,  mingled  with  shawls  a  loxury  wkick 
was  then  a  novelty  m  Europe,  sate,  or  rather  rcdiaed, 
his  lady,  who,  past  the  full  meridian  of  beaoty,  r»> 
tained  charms  enough  to  distinguiah  ha  aa  one  hm 
had  been  formerly  a  very  fijoe  woman,  though  h* 
mind  seemed  occupied  bv  the  deepest  enootion. 

"Zilia,"  said  her  hasband,  "you  are.  nnabk  fa 
what  you  have  undertaken— take  my  ad  vice— rptiw- 
you  shall  know  all  and  every  thing  that  passes-^ 
retire.  To  what  purpose  should  you  cUng  to  the  iw 
wish  of  beholding  for  a  moment  a  biang  whom  ju 
can  never  again  took  upon  V* 

"Alas!"  answered  the  lady,  "and  is  not  your^ 
claration,  that  I  shall  never  see  him  more,  a  tuSaai 
reason  that  I  should  wish  to  see  him  now— sbflii 
wish  to  imprint  on  my  memory  the  features  sod  tk 
form  which  I  am  never  again  to  behold  while  we  m 
in  the  body  1  Do  not,  my  Richard,  be  more  end 
than  was  my  poor  father,  even  when  his  wrath  wu 
in  its  bitterness.  He  let  me  look  upon  my  infant,  aai 
its  cherub  face  dwelt  with  me.  and  was  my  com&c; 
among  the  years  of  unutterable  sorrow  in  whick  of 
youth  wore  away." 

"  It  is  enoQgfa|  Zilia— rou  have  desired  this  bo«i 
—I  have  grantra  it— ana,  at  whatever  risk,  my  V^ 
mise  shall  be  kept.  But  think  how  much  d^mi 
on  this  fatal  secret— your  rank  and  estimatioa  ■ 
societv — my  honour  interested  that  that  estimatas 
should  remain  uninjured.  Zilia,  the  moment  tbal 
the  promulgation  of  such  a  secret  gives  prudei  m 
scandal-mongers  a  right  to  treat  you  with  sooni,wi 
be  fraught  with  unutterable  misery,  perhaps  «itk 
bloodshed  and  death,  should  a  man  dare  lo  take  w 
the  rumour." 

"You  shall  be  obeyed,  my  husband,"  answoM 
Zilia,  "  in  all  that  the  frailness  of  nature  will  peran 
But  oh,  GkKl  of  my  fathers,  of  what  clay  bast  thdi 
fashioned  us,  poor  mortals,  who  dread  so  mock  tk 
shame  which  follows  sin,  yet  repent  so  little  CMrof 
sin  itself !"  In  a  minute  anerwards  steps  wcfe  htan  ^ 
— the  door  opened— Winter  announced  Limesnt  | 
Middlemas,  and  the  unconscious  son  stood  bcist 
hisjparenta 

Witherington  started  involuntarily  up,  but  taat- 
dtately  constrained  himself  to  assume  the  eanrdipaft- 
ment  with  which  a  superior  receives  a  depsooMt,  asi 
which,  in  hk  own  case,  was  usually  nunfl^  withi 
certain  degree  of  hauteur.  The  mother  had  tas 
command  of  herself.  She  too  spnina  up,  as  if  vn 
the  intention  of  throwing  herself  on  the  neck  of  by 
son,  for  whom  she  had  travailed  and  aorrowii 
But  the  warning  glance  of  her  husband  .arresied  kft 
Bs  if  by  magic,  and  she  remained  standing,  «itk  w 
beautiful  headiand  neck  somewhat  advaiK«i  ||^ 
hands  clasped  together,  and  extended  forward  ;b  (k 
attitude  of  motion,  but  motionless,  nevcrtbeksa  m^ 
marble  statue,  to  which  the  sculptor  has  given  alini 
appearance  of  life,  but  cannot  impart  its  PO^<TV  f^ 
strange  a  gesture  and  posture  might  hste  ^zci^.'dj' 
young  officer's  suiprise^  but  the  lady  stood  ■  jw 
shade,  and  he  was  so  mtent  in  looluiig  iv^  ■* 
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It  did  not  fluit  the  plans  of  this  artful  Hindhu,  that 
my  interruption  should  be  opposed  to  the  departure  j 
3f  the  Begum  and  her  favourite,  considering  how 
much  the  plans  of  the  last  corresponded  with  hia  own. 
He  affected  incredulity  on  the  charge^  when  Hartley 
complained  of  an  Englishwoman  being  detained  in 
the  train  of  the  B^pim  against  her  consent,  treated 
the  complaint  of  Miss  Grav  as  the  result  of  some  fe- 
male quarrel  unworthy  oi  particular  attention|  and 
when  at  length  he  took  some  steps  for  examining 
farther  into  the  matter,  he  contrived  they  should  be 
BO  tardy,  that  the  Begum  and  her  retinue  were  far 
beyond  the  reach  of  interruption. 

Hartley  let  his  indij^nation  betray  him  into  re- 
proaches against  Paupiah,  in  which  his  principal  was 
not  spared.  This  only  served  to  give  tne  impassible 
Bramin  a  pretext  for  excluding  him  from  the  Resi- 
dency, with  a  hint,  that  if  his  language  continued  to 
be  or  such  an  imprudent  character,  he  might  expect 
to  be  removed  from  Madras,  and  stationed  at  some 
hill-fort  or  village  among  the  mountains,  where  his 
medical  knowledge  would  find  full  exercise  in  pro- 
tecting himself  and  others  from  the  unhealthiness  of 
the  climate. 

As  he  retired,  bursting  with  melTectual  indignation, 
Efldale  was  the  first  person  whom  Hartly  chanced 
to  meet  with,  and  to  him,  stung  with  impatience,  he 
communicated  what  he  termed  the  infamous  con- 
duct of  the  Governor's  Dubash,  connived  at,  as  he 
had  but  too  much  reason  to  suppose,  by  the  Go- 
vernor himself;  exclaiming  against  the  want  of 
spirit  which  they  betrayed,  m  abandoning  a  Bridsh 
subject  to  the  firaud  of  renegades,  and  the  force  of  a 
tyrant. 

Esdale  listened  with  that  sort  of  anxietv  which 
prudent  men  betray  when  they  feel  themselves  like 
to  be  drawn  into  trouble  by  the  discourse  of  an  im- 
prudent friend. 

"  If  you  desire  to  be  personally  righted  in  this  mat- 
ter." said  he  at  length,  "  you  must  ap^Iy  to  Leaden- 
hall  Street,  where,  I  suspect— betwixt  ourselves— 
oomplaints  are  accumulating  fast,  both  against  Pau- 
piah and  his  master.** 

"  I  care  for  neither  of  theni,"  said  Hartley ;  "  I  need 
no  personal  redress— I  desire  none— I  only  want  suc- 
cour for  Menie  Gray." 

"In  that  case,"  said  Esdale,  "you  have  only  one 
reeource— you  must  apply  to  Hyder  himself" 

"To  Hydei^to  the  ueurper-the  tyrant?" 

"Yes,  to  this  usurper  and  tyrant,"  answered 
Esdale,  "you  must  be  contented  to  apply.  His  pride 
isy  to  be  thought  a  strict  administrator  oi  justice ;  and 
perhaps  he  may  on  this,  as  on  other  occasions,  choose 
to  display  himself  in  the  light  of  an  impartial  magis- 
trata'' 

"Then  I  go  to  demand  justice  at  his  footstool," 
aaid  Hartley. 

"Not  so  fast,  my  dear  Hartley,"  answered  his 
friend;  "first  consider  the  risk.^  Hyder, is  just  by 
reflection,  and  perhaps  from  political  considerations; 
but  by  temperament,  bis  blood  is  as  unruly  as  ever 


quently  in  his  head  as  the  adjustment  of  the  scales 
of  justice" 

^  No  matter— I  will  instantly  present  myself  at  his 
Durbar.  The  Governor  cannot  lor  very  shame  refuse 
roe  letters  of  credence." 

"Never  think  of  asking  them,"  said  his  more  ex- 

EBrienced  friend;  "It  would  cost  Paupiah  little  to 
ave  them  so  worded  as  to  induce  Hyder  to  rid  our 
sable  Dubash,  at  once  and  for  ever,  of  the  sturdy 
free- spoken  Dr.  Adam  Hartley.  A  Vakeel,  or  mes- 
senger of  government,  sets  out  to-morrow  for  Se- 
ringapatam;  contrive  to  join  him  on  the  road,  his 
passport  win  protect  you  both.  Do  you  know  none 
of  the  chie&  about  Hyder's  person  1 

"None,  excepting  nis  late  emissary  to  this  place, 
Barak  el  Hadgi,"  answered  Hartley. 

"His  support,"  said  Esdale,  "although  only  a 
Fakir,  may  be  as  effectual  as  that  of  persons  of  more 
essential  consequence.  And,  to  say  the  truth,  where 
the  caprice  of  a  despot  is  the  question  in  debate,  there 


is  no  knowing  upon  what  it  is  best  to  reckon.~Take 
my  advice,  my  dear  Hartley,  leave  this  poor  girl  to 
her  fate.  After  all,  by  placing  yourself  in  an  attitude 
of  endeavouring  to  save  her,  it  is  a  hundred  to  one 
that  you  only  ensure  your  own  destruction." 

Hartley  shook  his  nead,  and  bade  Esdale  hastily 
farewell ;  leaving  him  in  the  happy  and  self-applauo- 
ing  state  of  mind  proper  io  one  who  has  given  the 
best  advice  possible  to  a  friend,  and  may  consden- 
tiously  wash  his  hands  of  all  consequences. 

Having  furnished  himself  with  money,  and  with 
the  attendance  of  three  trusty  native  servants, 
mounted  like  himself  on  Arab  horses,  and  carrying 
with  them  no  tent,  and  very  little  baggage,  the  anx- 
ious Hanley  lost  not  a  moment  in  taking  the  road  to 
Mysore,  endeavouring,  in  the  mean  time,  hy  recollect- 
ing every  story  he  had  ever  heard  of  Hyder's  justice 
and  forbearance,  to  assure  himself  that  he  should 
find  the  Nawaub  disposed  to  protect  a  helpless 
female,  even  against  the  future  heir  of  his  empire. 

Before  he  crossed  the  Madras  territory,  he  over- 
took the  Vakeel,  or  messenger  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, of  whom  Esdale  had  spoken.  This  man,  ac- 
customed for  a  sum  of  money  to  permit  adventurous 
European  traders  who  desired  to  visit  Hyder's  capital, 
to  share  his  protection,  passport,  and  escort,  was  not 
disposed  to  refuse  the  same  good  office  to  a  gentle- 
man of  credit  at  Madras;  and,  propitiated  by  an  ad- 
ditional gratuity,  undertook  to  travel  as  speedily  as 
possible.  It  was  a  journey  which  was  not  prosecuted 
without  much  fatigue  and  considerable  danger,  as 
they  had  to  traverse  a  country  frequently  exposed  to 
all  the  evils  of  war,  more  especially  when  they  ap- 
proached the  Ghauts,  those  tremendous  mountain- 
passes  which  descend  from  the  table-land  of  Mysore, 
and  through  which  the  mighty  streams  that  arise  in 
the  centre  of  the  Indian  peninsula,  find  their  way  to 
the  ocean. 

The  sun  had  set  ere  the  party  reached  the  foot  of 
one  of  these  perilous  passes,  up  which  lay  the  road 
to  Seringapatam.  A  narrow  path,  which  in  summer 
resembled  an  empty  water-course,  winding  upwards 
among  immense  rocks  and  precipices,  was  at  one 
time  completely  overehadowea  by  dark  groves  of  teak- 
trees,  and  at  another,  found  its  way  beside  impene- 
trable jungles,  the  habitation  of  jackals  and  tigera. 

By  means  of  this  unsocial  path  the  travellers 
threaded  their  way  in  «ilence,— Hartley,  whose  im- 
patience kept  him  before  the  Vakeel,  eagerly  inquir- 
ing when  the  moon  ^ould  enlighten  the  darkness, 
which,  afrer  the  sun's  disappearance;  closed  fast 
around  them.  He  was  answered  by  the  natives  ac- 
cording to  their  usual  mode  of  expression,  thst  the 
moon  was  in  her  dark  side,  and  that  he  was  not  to 
hope  to  behold  her  bunting  through  a  cloud  to  illu- 
minate the  thickets  and  strata  of  black  and  slaty 
rocks,  amongst  which  they  were  winding.  Hartley 
had  therefore  no  resource,  save  to  keep  his  eye 
steadily  fixed  on  the  lighted  match  of  the  Sowar,  or 
horseman,  who  rode  before  him,  which,  for  sufficient 
reasons,  was  always  kept  in  readiness  to  be  applied 
to  the  priming  of  the  matchlock.  The  vidette,  on  his 
part,  kept  a  watchful  eye  on  the  Dowrah,  a  guide 
supplied  at  the  last  village,  who,  having  got  more 
than  halfway  from  his  own  house,  was  much  to  be 
suspected  of  meditating  how  to  escape  the  trouble  of 
going  further.*  The  Dowrah,  on  the  other  hand, 
conscious  of  the  lighted  match  and  loaded  gun  behind 
him,  hollowed  from  time  to  time  to  show  thst  he 
was  on  his  duty,  and  to  accelerate  the  march  of  the 
travellers.  His  cries  were  answered  by  an  occasional 
ejaculation  of  Ulla  from  the  black  soldiers,  who 
closed  the  rear,  and  who  were  meditating  on  tonner 
adventures,  the  plundering  of  a  KaJJiUt,  (party  of 
travelling  merchants,)  or  some  such  exploit,  or  per- 
haps reflecting  that  a  tiger,  in  the   neighbouring 

*  In  every  villace  the  Downh,  or  Guide,  if  en  ofBeial  penoD, 
ttpon  the  public  eetabOahment,  and  reoeivea  a  portiou  of  the 
harreat  or  other  revenue,  alone  with  the  Smith,  the  Sweeper, 
and  the  BailMr.  Ai  he  gets  nothinf  from  the  travellera  whom 
it  ia  hii  office  to  conduct,  he  never  ■craplea  to  shorten  hi«  own 
journey  and  prolong  their*  by  takinf  tiiem  to  the  nearest  vil- 
lage, without  reference  to  the  moet  direct  line  of  route,  and 
lometimea  deaerta  them  entirely.  If  the  regular  Dowrah  ii  aick 
or  abaent,  no  wealth  can  procure  a  aubttitute. 
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juugle,  might  be  watching  patiently  for  the  laat  of  the 
partir,  in  order  to  spring  upon  htm,  according  to  his 
usual  practice. 

The  sun,  which  appeared  almost  as  suddenly  as  it 
had  left  them,  aervea  to  light  the  travellers  m  the 
remainder  of  the  ascent,  and  called  forth  from  the 
Mahomedans  belonging  to  the  party  the  morning 
prayer  of  Alia  Akber,  which  resoundei  in  long  notes 
among  the  rocks  and  ravines,  and  they  continued 
with  belter  advantage  their  forced  march  until  the 
pass  opened  upon  a  boundless  extent  of  jungle,  with 
a  single  high  muu  fort  rising  through  the  midst  of 
it.  Upon  this  plain  rapine  and  war  had  suspended 
the  labours  of  industry,  and  the  rich  v^setation  of 'the 
soil  had  in  a  few  years  converted  a  fertue  champaign 
country  into  an  almost  impenetrable  thickeL  Ac- 
cordingly, the  banks  of  a  small  nullah,  or  brook, 
were  covered  with  the  footmarks  of  tigers  and  other 
animals  of  prey. 

Here  the  travellers  stopped  to  drink,  and  to  refresh 
themselves  and  their  horses;  and  it  was  near  this 
spot  that  Hartley  saw  a  sight  which  forced  him  to 
compare  ihesubject  which  engrossed  hiso wn  thoughts, 
with  the  distress  that  had  afflicted  another. 

At  a  spot  not  far  distant  from  the  brook,  the  guide 
called  their  attention  to  a  most  wretched-looking 
man,  overgrown  with  hair,  who  was  seated  on  the 
skin  of  a  tiger.  His  body  was  covered  with  mud  and 
ashes,  his  skin  sun-burnt,  his  dress  a  few  wretched 
tatters.  He  appeared  not  to  observe  the  approach  of 
the  strangers,  neither  moving  nor  speaking  a  word, 
but  remaming  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  a  small  and 
rude  tomb,  formed  of  the  black  slate -stones  which 
lay  around,  and  exhibiting  a  small  recess  for  a  lamp. 
As  they  approached  the  man,  and  placed  before  him 
a  rupee  or  two,  and  some  rice,  they  observed  that  a 
tigers  skull  and  bones  lay  beside  him,  with  a  sabre 
almost  consumed  by  rust. 

While  they  gazed  on  this  miserable  object,  the 
guide  acquainted  them  with  his  tragical  history.  Sa- 
dhu  Sing  had  been  a  Sipahee,  or  soldier,  and  free- 
booter of  course,  the  native  and  the  pride  of  a  half- 
ruined  village  which  they  had  passed  on  the  preceding 
day.  He  was  betrothol  to  the  daughter  of  a  Sipa- 
hee, who  served  in  the  mud  fort  which  they  saw  at  a 
distance  rising  above  the  jungle.  In  due  time.  Sadhu, 
with  his  friends,  came  tor  the  purpose  of  the  mar- 
riage, and  to  bring  home  the  bride.  She  was  mounted 
on  a  Tatoo,  a  small  horse  belonging  to  the  country, 
and  Sadhu  and  his  friends  precedecT  her  on  foot,  m 
all  their  joy  and  pride.  As  they  approached  the 
nullah  near  which  the  travellers  were  resting,  there 
was  heard  a  dreadful  roar,  accompanied  by  a  shriek 
of  agony.  Sadhu  Sing,  who  instantly  turned^  saw 
no  trace  of  his  bride,  save  that  her  horse  ran  wdd  in 
one  direction,  whilst  in  the  other  the  long  grass  and 
reeds  of  the  jungle  were  moving  like  the  npple  of  the 
ocean,  when  distorted  by  the  course  of  a  shark  hold- 
ing its  way  near  the  surface.  Sadhu  drew  his  sabre 
and  rushed  forward  in  that  direction  ;  the  rest  of  the 
parly  remained  motionless  until  roused  by  a  short 
roar  of  agony.  They  then  plunged  into  the  jungle 
with  thdr  drawn  weapons,  where  they  roeedily  found 
Sadhu  Sing  holding  in  his  arms  the  lifeless  corpse  of 
his  bride,  where  a  little  farther  lay  the  body  of  the 
tiger,  slam  by  such  a  blow  over  the  neck  as  despera- 
tion itself  could  alone  have  discharged. — The  bride- 
less  bridegroom  would  permit  none  to  mterfere  with 
his  sorrow.  He  dug  a  grave  for  his  Mora,  and  erected 
over  it  the  nide  tomb  they  saw,  and  never  afterwards 
left  the  spot.  The  beasts  of  prey  themselves  seemed 
to  respect  or  dread  the  extremity  of  his  sorrow.  His 
friends  brought  him  food  and  water  from  the  nullah, 
but  he  neither  smiled  nor  showed  any  mark  of  ac- 
knowledgnient  unless  when  they  brought  him  flow- 
ers to  deck  the  grave  of  Mora.  Four  or  five  years, 
accordm^  to  the  gukle,  had  passed  away,  and  there 
Sadhu  Smg  still  lemaiiied  among  the  trophies  of  his 
grief  and  his  vengeance,  exhibitiag  all  the  aymptoms 
of  advanced  age,  though  still  in  the  prime  of  youth. 
The  tale  hastened  the  traveUffs  from  their  resting- 
place  ;  the  Vakeel  because  it  reminded  him  of  the 
dangers  of  the  jungl&  and  Hartley  because  it 
comcued  too  wcu  with  the  probable  fate  of  his 


beloved,  almost  within  the  gna^  of  a  more  i 

ble  Uger  than  that  whose  skeleton  lay  beside  Sa- 
dhu Smg. 

It  was  at  the  mud  fort  already  mentioned  that  (he 
trsvellers  received  the  first  accounts  of  the  protna 
of  the  Begum  and  her  party,  by  a  Peon  (or  uot-fli- 
dier)  who  had  been  in  thetr  company,  but  wu  oov 
on  his  return  to  the  coasL  They  had  travelled,  bt 
said,  with  great  speed,  until  they  asoended  the  Gfaati, 
where  they  were  ioined  by  a  pviy  of  the  Begna's 
own  forces ;  ana  he  ana  others,  who  had  bees 
brought  from  Madras  as  a  temporary  escort  vm 
paid  and  dismissed  to  their  homes.  AAer  wa,  be 
understood  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  Begum  If  ooiae 
Mahul,  to  proceed  bv  slow  marches  and  freqaest 
halts,  to  Bangabre,  the  vicinity  of  which  place  ihe 
did  not  desire  to  reach  until  Prince  Tippoo,  wA 
whom  she  desired  an  interview,  should  have  retonad 
from  an  expedition  towards  Vandiootta,  in  which  kf 
had  lately  Seen  engaged. 

From  the  result  of  his  anxious  inQoiries,  Hanky 
had  reason  to  hope,  that  though  Sermgapatam  mm 
seventy-five  miles  more  to  the  eastward  than  Baa- 
galore,  yet,  by  using  diligence,  he  might  have  time  to 
throw  himself  at  the  foet  of  Hyder,  and  beseech  ki 
intcrTOsition,  berare  the  meeting  betwixt  Tippoo  aad 
the  segum  ahould  decide  the  fate  of  Menie  Gnr- 
On  the  other  hand,  he  trembled  as  the  Peon  told  has 
that  the  Begum's  Bukshee,  or  <3eneral,  who  hati 
travelled  to  Madras  with  her  in  disguise,  had  so* 
assumed  the  drass  and  character  belonging  to  b 
rank,  and  it  was  expected  he  was  to  be  hoDOored  bf 
the  Mahomedan  Prince  with  some  high  office  ■ 
dignity.  With  still  deeper  anxiety,  he  learned  that  t 
palanquin,  watched  with  sedulous  care  by  the  dam 
of  Oriental  jealousy,  contained,  it  was  whispered,  i 
Feringi,  or  Prankish  woman,  beautiful  as  s  Hosi 
who  had  been  brought  from  England  by  the  Begna 
aa  a  present  to  Tippoo.  The  deed  of  vJlany  ni 
therefore  in  fiill  train  to  be  accompliahed ;  itreoaiaed 
to  see  whether,  by  diligence  on  Hartley's  aide,  M 
course  could  be  interrupted. 

When  this  eager  vindicator  of  betrayed  inneeew 
arrived  in  the  capital  of  Hyder,  it  may  be  beliewj 
that  he  consumed  no  time  in  viewing  the  tenplecj 
the  celebrated  Vishnoo,  or  in  surveying  the  spkada 
Gardens  called  Loll-bang,  which  were  the  moaaaiBi 
of  Hyder's  magnificence,  and  now  hold  his  mm 
remams.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  no  sooner  anim 
in  the  city,  than  he  hastened  to  the  principal  Mo*qP^ 
having  no  doubt  that  he  was  there  most  hkelrii 
learn  some  tidings  of  Barak  el  HadgL  He  awyosaii 
accordingly  the  saci;^  spot,  and  aa  to  enter  it  vmb 
have  cost  a  Feringi  his  life,  he  employed  the  a^n^ 
of  a  devout  Muasuman  to  obtain  inmrmatioD  ooe- 
ceming  the  person  whom  he  soughL  He  wm  soi 
long  in  leanuns  that  the  Fakir  Barak  was  wiiha  iv 
Mosque,  as  he  nad  anticipated,  busied  with  ha  hef 
office  of  reading  passages  from  the  Koran,  and  :■ 
most  approved  commentators.  To  infempt  ha  > 
his  devout  task  was  impossible,  and  it  wss  oaff  tf 
a  hi^  bribe  that  he  could  prevail  on  the  saoM  mi^ 
leva  whom  he  had  before  employed,  to  sfipaKsw 
sleeve  of  the  holy  man's  robe  a  paper  ooataiBiBCBi 
name,  and  that  of  the  Khan  in  which  the  Vi 


dischargim^  had  paid  no  visible  attendoo  m  ^ 
symbol  of  mtimstion  which  the  Feringi  Sahv  (B^ 
ropean  gentleman)  had  sent  to  him.  Dwtracisd  «b 
the  loss  of  time,  of  which  each  momcot  wat  l^ 
cious,  Hartley  next  endeavoured  ,to  prevail  es J^ 
Mussulman  to  interrupt  the  Fakir's  devoiioita  «* 
a  verbal  message ;  but  the  man  was  indigoaDiattBi 
very  proposal.  . 

'"^Dog  of  a  Christian  !"  he  said.  ''  whataftth" 
and  thy  whole  genermtioii,  thst  Barak  el  Bmf 
should  lose  a  divine  thom^t  for  the  sake  of  aa  ■** 
like  thee  T  ^^ 

Exasperated  beyond  aelf-poasiaibn,  the  sjM" 
nate  Hartley  was  now  about  to  iotmde  opop  tfc>^ 
cincts  of  the  Mosque  m  person,  in  hems  of  iaitff 
ing  the  formal  prolongea  redtation  wnieh 


CHAPiav.] 


THE  SURGEON'S  DAUGHTER. 


47 


iff  reoeBtea,  when  an  old  man  laid  his  hand  on  his 
•boulder,  and  prevented  him  from  a  rashness  which 
miffbt  have  coat  him  his  life,  saying,  at  the  same 
tBne,  "  Vou  are  a  Sahib  Angrezie,  [Lnglish  ^ntle- 
man:]  I  have  been  a  Telingal  [a  private  soldier,]  in 
ibe  Company's  service,  ana  have  eaten. their  salt. 
I  will  do  yoor  errand  for  you  to  the  Fakir  Barak  el 
Hadgi." 

So  aayinA  he  entered  the  mosque,  and  presently 
returned  witn  the  Pakir^s  answer,  m  these  enigmati- 
cal words :  "  He  who  would  see  the  sun  rise  must 
watch  till  the  dawn." 

With  this  ^oor  subject  of  cbasolatioiL  Hartley 
retired  to  his  ino,  to  meditate  on  the  futility  of  the 
proiesaions.of  the  natives,  and  to  devise  some  other 
mode  of  finding  access  to  Hyder  than  that  which  he 
had  hitherto  trusted  to.  On  this  point,  however,  he 
lost  all  hope,  being  informed  by  nis  late  fellow-tra- 
veller, whom  he  found  at  the  Khan,  that  the  Nawaub 
was  absent  from  the  city  on  a  secret  expedition, 
which  might  detain  him  for  two  or  three  daya.  This 
was  the  answer  which  the  Vakeel  himself  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Dewan,  with  a  farther  intimation, 
that  he  must  hold  himself  ready,  when  he  was  re- 
ipiired,  to  deliver  his  credentials  to  Prince  Tippoo. 
instead  of  the  Nawaub  ;  his  business  being  referred 
to  the  former,  in  a ,  way  not  very  promising  for  the 
success  of  his  mission. 

Hartley  was  now  nearly  thrown  into  despair.  He 
applied  to  more  than  one  officer  supposed  to  have 
credit  with  the  Nawaub,  but  the  aligntest  hint  of  the 
nature  of  his  business  seemed  to  stiike  all  with  ter- 
ror. Not  one  of  the  persons  he  appUed  to  would 
BOgajge  in  the  affair,  or  even  consent  to  give  it  a 
heiiring ;  and  the  Dewan  plainly  told  him,  that  to 
engage  in  opposition  to  Prince  Tippoo's  wishes^  was 
the  ready  way  to  destruction,  ana  exhorted  bun  to 
return  to  the  coast  Driven  almost  to  distraction  by 
his  various  failures,  Hartley  betook  himself  in  the 
evening  to  the  Khan.  The  call  of  the  Muezzins 
thundering  from  the  minarets,  had  invited  the  faithful 
to  prayei&  when  a  black  servant,  about  fifteen  years 
old,  stood  before  Hartley,  and  pronounced  these 
^ords,  deliberately,  and  twice  over,—"  Thus  says 
Barak  el  Hadgi.  the  watcher  in  the  Mosque.  He 
thai  would  see  the  sun  rise,  let  him  turn  towards  the 
east."  He  then  left  the  caravanserai :  and  it  may  be 
well  supposed  that  Hartley,  starting  from  the  carpet 
on  which  he  had  lain  down  to  repose  himself;  fol- 
lowed his  vouthful  guide  with  renewed  vigour  and 
palpitating  nope. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Two  Ui«  hour  whea  ritas  nabolj 

CalI'd  6aeh  PttToin  voice  to  prafsr, 
And  Uw  star  Uiat  teded  •iowljr, 

Left  to  diBwt  the  fhwhen'd  air. 
Day  hit  sultiy  fires  had  waated. 

Calm  and  cool  tiie  mooobeama  ■bone  ; 
To  the  Viaer*!  lofty  palace 

One  bold  Chriatian  cane  alooe. 

Tboius  Campbsll    QiMctf  Aval 

The  twilight  darkened  into  night  so  fast,  that  it 
w$M  only  by  his  white  dress  that  Hartley  could  dis- 
cern his  guide,  as  he  tripped  along  the  splendid  Ba- 
Eaar  of  the  city.  But  the  obscurity  was  so  far  favour- 
kble,  that  it  ]>revented  the  inconvenient  attention 
irnich  the  natives  might  otherwise  have  bestowed 
roon  the  European  in  his  native  dress,  a  sight  at 
that  time  very  rare  in  Seringaiwitam. 

The  various  turnings  ana  windings  through  which 
te  was  conducted,  ended  at  a  small  door  in  a  wall, 
which,  from  the  branches  that  hung  over  it,  seemed 
o  surround  a  garden  or  grove. 

The  postern  opened  on  a  tan  from  his  guide,  and 
he  slave  having  entered.  Hartley  prepared  to  follow, 
>ut  stepped  back  as  a  gigantic  African  brandished  at 
us  head  a  dmeter  three  nngers  broad.  The  young 
uave  touched  his  countryman  with  a  rod  which  he 
uud  in  his  hand,  and  it  seemed  as  if  die  touch  disa- 
ned  the  giant,  whose  arm  and  weapon  sunk  instantly, 
lartiey  eacered  without  fiuther  oppositk>n,  and  was 
low  in  a  grove  of  mango  trees,  throudi  which  an 
ntant  laoon  was  twinkhag  faintly  amid  the  murmur 


of  watera,  the  sweet  song  of  the  nightingale,  and  the 
odours  of  the  roa^  yellow  jasmine,  orange  and  dt* 
ron  flowers,  and  Persian  Narcissus.  Huge  domes 
and  arches,  which  were  seen  impeifi9cdy  in  the  quiv- 
ering light,  seem,ed  to  mtimate  the  neighboorfaood  of 
some  sacred  edifice,  where  the  Fakir  had  doubtless 
taken  up  his  residence. 

Hartley  pressed  on  with  as  much  haste  as  he  could, 
and  entered  a  side-door,  and  narrow-vaulted  passage, 
at  the  end  of  which  was  another  door.  Here  his 
guide  stopped,  but  pointed  and  made  indicatkms  that 
tne  European  should  enter.  Hardey  did  so,  and 
found  himself  in  a  small  cell,  such  as  we  have  form- 
erly described,  wherein  sat  fUurak  el  Hadgi,  with  an- 
other Fakir,  who,  to  judge  from  the  extreme  dignity 
of  a  white  beard,  which  ascended  up  to  his  eyes  on 
each  aide,  must  be  a  man  of  great  sanctity,  as  well  as 
importance. 

Hartley  pronounced  the  usual  sahitntion  of  Salam 
Alaikum  in  the  most  modest  and  deferential  tone; 
but  hM  former  friend  was  so  iu  from  responding  in 
their  former  strain  of  intimacy,  that,  having  consulted 
the  eye  of  his  older  companion,  he  barely  pointed  to 
a  third  carpet,  upon  which  the  stranger  aeated  him- 
self cross-legged  after  the  country  fashion,  and  a  pro- 
found silence  prevailed  for  the  space  of  several  min- 
utes. Hartley  knew  the  Oriental  customs  too  well 
to  endanser  the  sueeess  of  his  suit  by  precipitation. 
He  waited  an  intimation  to  speak.  At  length.it  came, 
and  from  Bartk. 

'*  When  the  pilgrim  Barak,"  he  said,  "dwelt  at  Ma- 
dras, he  had  eyes  and  a  tongue :  but  now  he  is  guided 
bf  those  of  his  father,  the  holy  Scheik  Hali  ben  Kha- 
lendoun,  the  superior  of  his  convent." 

This  extreme  humility  Hartley  thought  inconsist- 
ent with  the  afiectarion  of  possessing  superior  influ- 
ence, which  Barak  had  shown  whOe  at  the  Pre- 
sidency:  but  exaggeration  of  their  own  consequence 
is  a  foible  common  to  all  who  flnd  themselves  in  a 
land  of  strangers.  Addressing  the  senior  Fakir, 
therefore,  he  told  him  in  as  few  words  as  possible  the 
vUlanous  plot  which  was  laid  to  betray  Menie  Oraj 
into  the  hands  of  the  Prince  Tippoo.  He  made  his 
suit  for  the  reverend  Cither's  mtercession  with  the 
Prince  himself,  and  with  his  father  the  Nawaub,  in 
the  most  persuasive  terms.  The  Fakir  listened  to 
him  with  an  inflexible  and  immovable  aspect,  simi- 
lar to  that  with  which  a  wooden  saint  regains  his 
eager  supplicants.  There  was  a  second  pause,  when, 
after  resuming  his  pleading  more  than  once.  Hart- 
ley was  at  length  compelled  to  end  it  for  want  of 
matter. 

The  silence  was  broken  by  the  elder  Fakirs  who, 
after  shooting  a  glance  at  his  younger  companion  by 
a  turn  of  the  eye,  without  the  least  alteration  of  the 
position  of  the  head  and  body,  said.  "  The  unbeliever 
has  spoken  like  a  poet.  But  doea  he  think  that  the 
Nawaub  Khan  Hyder  Ali  Behauder  will  contest  with 
his  son  Tippoo  the  Victorious,  the  possessbn  of  an 
infidel  slave  ?" 

Hartley  received  at  the  same  time  a  aide  glance 
trom  Barak,  as  if  encouraging  him  to  plead  hu  own 
cause.  He  suffered  a  minute  to  elapse  and  then  re- 
pliedr- 

"The  Nawaub  is  in  the  place  of  the  Prophet,  a 
judge  over  the  low  as  well  as  high,  ft  is  written, 
that  when  the  Prophet  decided  a  controversy  between 
the  two  sparrows  concerning  a  main  of  rice,  his  wife 
Patima  said  to  him, '  Doth  the  Missionar}'  of  Allah 
well  to  bestow  his  time  in  distributing  justice  on  a 
matter  so  slight,  and  between  such  despicable  Iiti> 
gantsi*— 'Know,  woman,'  answered  the  Prop^Mt, 
that  the  sparrows  and  the  grain  of  rice  are  the  craft- ' 
tion  of  Allah.  They  are  not  worth  more  than  thou 
hast  spoken ;  but  justice  is  a  treasure  of  inestimable 
price,  and  it  must  be  imparted  bv  him  who  holdeth 
power  to  all  who  require  it  at  his  hand.  The  Prince 
doth  the  will  of  Allah,  who  gives  it  aHke  in  small  mat- 
ters as  in  great,  and  to  the  poor  as  well  as  the  power- 


spoken 

like  a  MouUah,"  said  the  elder  Fakir,  with  a  little 
more  emotion,  and  some  inclination  of  his  head 
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towanls  Barak,  tot  on  Hartley  he  acamly  deigned 
St  lie,"  teplii^l 


[C*u.  TK. 


"  The  lips  iinve  qjokcn  it  which 
Barak,  and  there  wu  BBain  >  pnu. ... 

Il  wae  once  more  hroken  by  Sclicih  Holi,  who, 
oddresainK  hiinaelf  diteclly  (o  Hat'       '    --'-'-' 
him,  "Hani  thou  hcsni.  FprinKi,  o 
nieiiitated  by  this  Knfr  linfidcIT  aso 
Behauderr 


jnd  Hanlcy.  Holilaryand  sad,  was  left  tDwglkuiia 
the  ehade  of  twu  or  ihree  mangri-iTCei,  ind  Imknj 
lolhe  (litiilayed  mremnnra  ul'  tlie  Be^m'i  eimi^- 
menl,  lo  teflerl  ilinl  amid  ih^ee  insi)^i>  of  Milki- 
Dwdaniam  Mcnie  Gray  remained,  dcsiincd  bjifn- 

xr"      


•cioiia  of  luch  deiiiKn.' 

"  TTierc  ia  truth  in  llie  words  uf  him,"  paid  the  Fakir, 
"  who  Bccaaclh  iini  liia  enemy  kbtb  »ii  his  knowledge. 
Ttie  Ihinet  (hoii  haat  annken  aliall  be  laid  licforo  the 
Nawanb;  and  a>  Allah  atid  he  »-ill.  io  elinll  the  inane 
be.  Mean  time.  r»iirn  to  thy  Khan,  and  pri-parv  lo 
attend  the  Vakeel  uf  thy  (lovernnienl,  who  ib  to  traifel 
wiih  dawn  la  Banftalore,  (he  sironf^  ilie  happy,  iiit 
holy  city.  Peace  be  w-iih  llice!— IsitnolBO.  my  sun?" 

Barak,  ta  whom  thin  appeal  khh  made,  replied. 
"  Even  as  my  father  hath  apoken." 

Hartley  hiid  no  alternative  hut  to  ariiw  and  take 
bia  leave  with  iho  uaual  phrtuc,  "  Salam— God's  peaci 
be  with  you  1" 

His  routhAil  Ruide,  who  wailed  liia  n-tiirn  witlmnt. 
coodueled  him  odcd  mor«  to  his  Khi 

intha  which  he  could  not  have  tbii 

pflotage.  Hiathuonhta  wneinthemenntii 

eng^Kd  on  hU  lute  interview.   He  knew  i 

nensfTcliRion  weKnolimuliciilrtohetiurtad.  IV 
whole  Kcne  miohl  be  a  Mheme  of  Barak,  to  get  nd 
aS  the  trouble  oCpalTomnng  a  European  in  a  delicale 
■Kii]  and  bo  dolFmiined  to  be  Kiiided  hy  what  should 
aeem  to  eontiiin  or  discredit  the  intimation  which  hr 
ati  reerived. 

On  his  arrival  at  ihe  Khan,  he  found  (he  Vakoel  of 


n,  throiuh  by- 
d  out  without 

.   He  knew  the  Hoslem 


aihcnimni.    Theci 


Biitle) 


added  to  ihcbiiler „ 

;oateniplaled  her  ntuaiion,  and  reflec 
ibance  (here  appeared  oT  hie  bcinit  abli 
from  it  by  the  mem  force  of  rr-aKin  and  jum.r.--... 
wiia  all  Fio  could  oppni>n  to  thif  eellieh  pssMoutfi 
voluptuoux  tyrant.  A  lover  of  romance  mi^aivr 
meditated  some  means  of  cHoctin^  her  rclea>cb;b<T( 
addreSB  :  but  Hartley,  thuiich  a  titan  of  coDnv. 

ul  no  spirit  of  adsenlure,  and  would  have  rwufc 

I  dPBperalt' any  nitcmpi  oft  hi'  kind. 

HisKileffleaniofi^oinfurl  arose  from  the  impmni 
which  he  had  apnarentlv  mode  upon  ihe  eldeiFiit 
which  he  coukl  not  help  liuiiin;^  nngbl  be  of  mir 

ed,  and  that  wan.  not  lo  relinquish  the  ciuH  M 
engaged  in  whilstafn'aiti  of  Mopt>  reinniud  R: 
seen  in  his  own  profewuon  n  luicknnlnit  laii 
.-..ral  of  life  in  tliu  patient'*  eye.  even  when  iduiJ 
apparently  by  the  hand  nf  Dcntli ;  mid  he  wa*  iiiBtl 
'onfidcnee  amidiil  moral  evil  by  his  imeceia  in  r- 
ievinnibBt  which  wadphyaicnl  only. 

Willie  Hartley  was  thus  iiwditnling.  he  vyas  nuai! 
o  allenlion  by  a  beovy  firing  «f  artitleiv  (rom  tx 
.liKh  bastions  of  the  town;  amt  lurrong  >iis  eyein 
ihat  dirpclion.  be  could  see  advancinfr,  on  the  nonikn 
■■-'-'-  -iding  lurn^i.H 
I  in  all  aitfctni: 
■  gallup.  Thi 


pennil  Hartley  to  M»  distinetly  Ibe 
followed}'--  ■' "■- 

and  royal  I 


illowadi  but  till 
'  royal  baniii 
itimaled  the 


i^mly  seen  through  .... 
~~  ofTippoaloKangali 


in  body  «< 


:dohed  eIcphiS3 


obey  dirccifn*  trtnamitied  .- -, 

Dewan,  or  treasurer,  dircciina  him  to  depart  ihent 

momhiB  with  break  of  day  fo''  Bangalore.  , .,  _ _ . ^ , 

He  raprssscd  great  disctinient  at  the  order,  and  I  shouts,  and  irregular  diseharges  of  musketry,  in- 
when  Hartloymtinisiecl  Ilia  purpose  of  occonipanying   miunced  the  reel  orprttended  rejaiRing  of  theinhi- 

u; 1 ...  .I.;.!,  !.:_  .  r_.i  r,.  1.; — :_.  i,:-.: —   >-i|ants.    The  ciiy  CBles  recdvcd  the  lii-ins  tjrwff. 

..hich  rolled  towards  them ;  the  elands  of  smoke  u: 
dustwereaaondiKperBcd.arKl  the  horizon  was  miuni 


tbe  pFobainlily  that  Hyder  nieani  to  lail  rid  of  them 
both  by  means  of  the  freebooters,  through  whoac 
countries  they  were  to  pass  with  such  a  fecMe  escort 
'Diis  fear  cave  way  to  another,  when  tbe  lime  of  de- 
parture came,  at  whieh  luomeal  there  rode  up  about 
two  hundred  of  the  Kawaub'a  native  cavalry.  The 
Sirdar  who  conimandud  these  tnxips  behaved  with 
lavilily,  and  slated  that  he  «a*  diteeted  to  attend 
upon  the  iravullers,  and  to  provide  for  their  aa&ty 
and  convenience  on  the  joumegr ;  but  his  manner 
was  reserved  and  distant,  and  the  Vakeel  insisted 
that  Iho  Ibrcc  was  inlended  to  prevent  Ilmr  eacapo, 
rather  than  fur  their  pruteciiun.  Under  such  unplea- 
aantausiHcea.  the  journey  buiweeuSetingspilaro  and 
Bangalore  waa  occonipliahcd  in  iwo  daya  and  part  of 
a  third,  the  dialanec  being  nearly  eighty  milea. 

On  arriving  in  view  of  llii"  line  and  populous  city, 
they  found  an  encimpinent  already  csiabMcd  wiiliin 
a  pule  of  i(9  walla.  Il  oci^upied  a  to|>c  or  knolL  co- 
vered with  trace,  and  lookni  full  on  the  gardens  which 
'nppoa  had  created  in  one  quarter  of  ttie  eit>'.  The 
rich  pavilions  of  the  principal  persons  flamed  with 
■Ik  and  gold  t  and  epeara  with  gilded  poinlx,  or  poll 
MpportinRsold  knobSi  displayed  numerous  In  tie  bni 
Bin,  inacnbed  with  tbe  name  of  the  Prophet.  Th 
WU  tbe  cainp  oT  the  Bcguni  Mootee  Mahul,  wliu 
iridi  ■  BiiuH  body  of  her  troops,  about  two  hundred 

a  waa  waiting  the  return  of  Tippoo  undi 
ofBimihire.  TliM.ptiv,,,,-.  m..iiveBfoid< 
amasnog  tbe  rsader  is  iiciuajnuil  >i<ih  ;  to  the, 
tbevint  of  Ilie  llemm  luul  iinly  rln    .  jpearance  ofnn 
>ct  of  deference,  frequi^nlly  puirl  h:  iiL:^or  and  b 

lined,  the  Sinim  of  the  Nawauh 
-        '  III  Bighl  of  that  of 


__ inglielwecn  pereone  ofimporlanee.  nNK 

especially  of  .ruyal  rank,  ia  a  matter  of  vciy  tml 
conssiiueilce  in  Ituiia.  and  generally  much  eddnsiit 
employed  to  induce  the  person  rereirins  ihe  iitii.  to 
eomo  a*  far  as  possible  to  niei:i  the  visiter.    Frani 

'  advancing  to  tbe  gate  of  the  palace,  to  that  of  dii 

J,  ur,  finally,  to  a  mile  ur  two  on  the  road,  li  ill 
ject  to  ncKptiation.  Bui  Tippoo's  impaiieiiDe  In 
>sscss  the  fair  European  induced  him  to  gxanl  n 

Ihe  Begum  bad  dared  lo  eipeet.  and  he  eppoinled  bii 
gnntcn,  adjacent  to  ihe  ciiy  walls,  and  tniWcd  in- 
cluded within  the  prreinctB  of  the  fortification i.  u 
the  place  of  their  ineetinE^  tbe  hour  noon,  oa  tte 
day  succeeding  hiB  arrivtil ;  for  the  nativea  mIiIoB 
move  enrty  in  the  inuming,  or  before  having  bnikB 
their  fast.  Thin  wae  inilmated  to  the  Bettuni's  nM- 
senger  by  the  Prince  in  person,  aa.  kneeling  hrfiM 
him.  he  presented  the  nuttjir,  (a  tribute  consisliB| 
of  ihree,  five,  or  seven  gold  Hehitr*,  always  an  «M 
number.)  and  received  in  exchange  ■  iChclaui,  a 
dresa  of  bunour.  _  The  nieasenger,  in  return,  ow 

her  devoted  veneration  for  the  Prince,  the  pleaiiai 
which  nho  eipericnccd  on  tho  nroanect  nt  tbeit  !«»■ 
tskul,  ormei'tmg,  and  coiirlttded  with  a  more  nudnt 
complimeni  to  his  own  extraordinary  talents,  iiiJ 
the  confidence  which  the  Begum  reposed  in  bia. 
He  tliendeparlrd;  and  ordera  were  Biven  ibal  oa  ik 
next  day  all  should  be  in  readmna  loT  ibe  Sncarrw 
a  grind  procession,  when  ibn  Prince  waa  to  renin 
the  Begum  as  hia  honoured  gueat  at  hit  pleaiut' 
house  in  the  gardens. 


gateof.tbi 
DsoflbNi 
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who  uflually  attend  processions ;  while  a  more  urgent 
■et  of  mendican  ts,  the  courtiers,  were  hastening  thitncr, 
on  horses  or  elephants,  as  their  means  afforded,  al- 
ways in  a  hurry  to  show  their  zeal,  and  with  a  speed 
proportioned  to  what  they  hoped  or  feared. 

At  noon  precisely,  a  discharge  of  cannon,  placed  in 
the  outer  courts,  as  also  of  matchlocks  and  of  small 
swivels,  carried  by  camels,  (t)ic  poor  animals  shak- 
ing their  long  ears  at  every  discharge,)  announced 
that  Tippoo  had  mounted  his  elephant.  The  solenm 
and  deep  sound  of  the  naggra,  or  state  drum,  borne 
upon  an  elephant,  was  then  heard  like  the  distant 
discharge  of  artillery,  followed  by  a  long  roll  of  mus- 
ketry, and  was  instantly  answered  by  that  of  nume- 
rous trumpets  and  tom-toms,  (or  common  drums,) 
making  a  discordant,  but  yet  a  martial  din.  The 
noise  increased  as  the  procession  traversed  the  outer 
courts  of  the  palace  m  succession,  and  at  length 
issued  from  the  gates,  having  at  their  head  the  Chob- 
dars,  bearing  silver  sncks  and  clubs,  and  shouting,  at 
the  pitch  of  their  voices,  the  tides  and  the  virtues  of 
Tippoo,  the  great,  the  generous,  the  invincible — strong 
as  Kustan,  just  as  Noushirvan— with  a  short  prayer 
for  his  contmued  health. 

After  these  came  a  confused  body  of  men  on  foot, 
bearing  sp^^ars,  matchlocks,  and  banners,  and  inter- 
mixed with  horsemen,  some  in  complete  shirts  of 
mail,  with  caps  of  steel  under  their  turbans,  some  in 
a  sort  of  defensive  armour,  consisting  of  rich  silk 
dresses,  rendered  sabre-proof  by  being  stufled  with 
cotton.  These  champions  preceded  the  Prince,  as 
whose  body  guards  they  acted.  It  was  not  till  after 
this  time  tnut  Tippoo  rai^  his  celebrated  Tiger- 
regiment,  disciplined  and  armed  according  to  the 
European  fashion.  Immediately  before  the  Prince 
came,  on  a  smnll  elej^hant,  a  liard-faced,  severe- 
looking  man,  by  office  the  distributer  of  alms,  which 
he  flung  in  showers  of  small  copper  money  among 
the  FaKirs  and  beggars,  whose  scrambles  to  collect 
them  seemed  to  augment  their  amount;  while  the 
grim-looking  agent  of  Mahomedan  charitv,  together 
with  his  elephant,  which  marched  with  iialf  angry 
eyes,  and  its  tnmk  curled  upwards,  seemed  both  aUke 
ready  to  chastise  those  whom  poverty  should  render 
too  importunate. 

Tippoo  himself  next  appeared,  richly  apparelled, 
and  seated  on  an  elephant,  whicn,  carrying  its  head 
above  all  the  others  in  the  procession,  scemra  proudly 
conscious  of  superior  dignity.  The  nowdah,  or  seat, 
which  the  Prince  occupied,  was  of  silver,  embossed 
and  gilt,  having  behind  a  place  for  a  confidential 
servant,  who  waved  the  great  chowry,  or  cow-tail, 
to  keep  off  the  Hies;  hut  wlio  could  also  occasionally 
perform  the  task  of  spokesman,  being  well  versed  in 
all  terms  of  flattery  and  compliment.  The  caparisons 
of  the  roval  elephant  were  of  scarlet  cloth,  richly  em- 
broidered with  gold.  Behmd  Tippoo  came  the  vari- 
ous courtiers  and  officios  of  the  household,  mountiKi 
chiefly  on  elenhants,  all  arrayed  in  their  most  splen- 
did attire,  and  exhibiting  the  greatest  pomp. 

In  this  manner  the  procession  advanced  down  the 
principal  street  of  the  town,  to  the  gate  of  the  royal 
^rdens.  The  houses  were  ornamented  by  broad- 
cloth, silk  shawls,  and  embroidered  carpets  of  the 
richest  colours,  displayed  from  the  verandahs  and 
windows ;  even  the  meanest  hut  was  adorned  with 
some  piece  of  cloth,  so  that  the  whole  street  had  a 
Bingulariy  rich  and  gorgeous  appearance. 

Tnis  splendid  procession  having  entered  the  royal 
gardens,  approacned,  through  a  long  avenue  of  lofty 
trees,  a  chabootra,  or  platform  of  white  marble,  cano- 
pied oy  arches  of  the  same  material,  which  occupied 
the  centre.  It  was  raised  four  or  five  feet  fh>m  the 
sround,  covered  with  white  cloth  and  Persian  carpels. 
In  the  centre  of  the  platfonn  was  the  musnuo,  or 
state  cushion  of  the  Pnnce,  six  feet  square,  composed 
of  crimson  velvet,  richly  embroidered.  By  especial 
grace,  a  small  low  cushion  was  placed  on  the  right 
of  the  Prince,  for  the  occupation  of  the  B^;um.  In 
front  of  this  platform  was  a  souare  tank,  or  pond  of 
marble,  four  feet  deep,  and  filled  to  the  brim  with 
water  as  clear  as  crystal,  having  a  large  jet  or  foun- 
tain in  the  middle,  which  threw  up  a  column  of  it  to 
tbs  hoght  of  twenty  feet. 


The  Prince  Tippoo  had  scarcely  dismoimted  from 
his  elephant,  and  occupied  the  musnud,  or  throne  of 
cushions,  when  the  stately  form  of  the  Begum  was 
seen  advancing  to  the  place  of  rendezvous.  The 
elephant  being  left  at  the  gate  of  the  gardens  opening 
into  the  country,  opposite  to  that  by  which  the  pro- 
cession of  Tippoo  had  entered,  she  was  carried  in  an 
open  litter,  richly  ornamented  with  silver,  and  borne 
on  the  shoulders  of  six  black  slaves.  Her  person 
was  as  richly  attired  aa  silks  and  gems  could  ac- 
complish. 

Richard  Middlemas,  as  the  Begum's  general  or 
Bukshee,  walked  nearest  to  her  htter.  in  a  dress  as 
magnificent  in  itself  as  it  was  remote  from  all  Euro- 
pean costume,  beinz  that  of  a  Banks,  or  Indian 
courtier.  His  turban  was  of  rich  silk  and  gold, 
twisted  very  hard,  and  placed  on  one  side  of  his  head, 
its  ends  hanging  down  on  the  shoulder.  His  mus- 
taches were  turned  and  curled,  and  his  evelids  stain^ 
with  antimony.  The  vest  was  of  gold  Brocade,  with 
a  cummerband,  or  sash,  around  his  waist,  corres- 
ponding to  his  turban.  He  carried  in  his  hand  a 
larce  sword  sheathed  in  a  scabbard  of  crimson  velvet, 
and  wore  around  his  middle  a  broad  embroidered 
sword-belt.  What  thoughts  he  had  under  this  gay 
attire,  and  the  bold  bearing  which  corresponded  to  it, 
it  would  be  fearful  to  unfold.  His  least  detestable 
hopes  were  perhaps  those  which  tended  to  save  Me- 
nie  Gray,  by  betraying  the  Prince  who  was  about  to 
confide  in  nim,  and  the  Begum,  at  whose  interces- 
sion Tippoo's  confidence  was  to  be  reposed. 

The  litter  stopptnl  as  it  approached  the  tank,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  which  the  Prince  was  seated 
on  his  musnud.  Middlemas  assisterl  the  Begum  to 
descend,  and  led  her,  deeply  veiled  with  silver  jnus- 
hn^  towards  the  platform  of  marble.  The  rest  of  the 
retinue  of  the  Begum  followed  in  their  richest  and 
most  gaudy  attire,  all  males,  however;  nor  w*as 
there  a  symptom  of  woman  being  in  her  train,  ex- 
cept that  a  close  litter,  guarded  by  twenty  black 
slaves,  having  their  sabres  drawn,  remained  at  some 
distance  in  a  thicket  of  flowering  shnibs. 

When  Tippoo  Saib,  through  the  dim  haze  which 
hung  over  tne  Waterfall,  discerned  the  splendid  train 
of  the  Begum  advancing,  M  arose  from  his  musnud. 
so  as  to  receive  her  near  the  foot  of  his  throne,  and 
exchanged  greetings  with  her  upon  the  pleasure  of 
meeting,  and  inouiries  after  their  mutual  health.  He 
then  conducted  ner  to  the  cushion  i>laced  near  to  his 
own,  while  his  courtiers  anxiously  showed  their 
politeness  in  accommodating  those  of  the  Begum 
with  places  upon  the  carpets  around,  where  they  all 
sat  down  cross-legged— Richard  Middlemas  occupy- 
ing a  conspicuous  situation. 

The  people  of  inferior  note  stood  behind,  and 
amongst  tnem  was  the  Sirdar  of  Hyder  Ali,  with 
Hartley  and  the  Madras  Vakeel.  It  would  be  im- 
possible to  describe  the  feelings  with  which  Hartley 
recognised  the  apostate  Middlemas,  and  the  Ama- 
zonian Mrs.  Montreville.  The  sight  of  them  worked 
up  his  resolution  to  make  an  appeal  against  them 
in  full  Durbar,  to  the  justice  which  I'ipppo  was 
obliged  to  render  to  all  who  should  complain  of  in- 
juries. In  the  mean  while,  the  Prince,  who  had 
niiherto  spoken  in  a  low  voice,  while  acknowledging, 
it  is  to  be  supposed,  the  services  and  the  fidelity  of 
the  Begum,  now  gave  the  sign  to  his  attendant,  who 
said,  in  an  elevated  tone,  "Wherefore,  and  to  requite 
these  services,  the  mighty  Prince,  at  the  request  of 
the  mighty  Begum,  Mootee  Mahul,  beautiful  as  the 
moon,  and  wise  as  the  daughter  of  Giamschid,  had 
decrc^  to  take  into  his  service  the  Bukshee  of  her 
armies,  and  to  invest  him,  as  one  worthy  of  all  con- 
fidence, with  the  keeping  of  his  beloved  capital  of 
Baujgalore.*' 

The  voice  of  the  crier  had  scarce  ceased,  when  it 
was  answered  by  one  as  loud,  which  sounded  from 
the  crowd  of  bystanders,  "  Cursed  is  he  who  maketh 
the  robber  Leik  his  treasurer,  or  tnisteth  the  lives  of 
Moslemah  to  the  command  of  an  apostate !" 

With  unutterable  satisfaction,  yet  with  trembling 
doubt  and  anxiety.  Hartley  traced  the  speech  to  this 
elder  Fakir,  the  companion  of  Barak.  Tippoo  «m««&l 
not  to  notice  the  \xv\)exi\x\iVtfWi>  "^VvSei  v'*»R^^'^  '^'^^ 
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of  some  mad  devotee  to  wtiom  rlic  Mo.«leni  princes 
permit  great  frot-doms.  The  Durbar,  therefore,  re- 
covered from  their  surprise;  and,  in  answer  to  the 
proclamation,  united  in  the  shout  of  applause  which 
IS  expected  to  attend  every  annunciation  of  the  royal 
pleasure. 

Their  acclamation  had  no  sooner  rnased  than 
Middlemas  arose,  bent  himself  before  the  inusnud, 
ami,  in  a  set  speech,  declared  his  uiiworthiness  of 
such  high  honour  as  had  now  been  conferred,  and 
his  zeal  for  the  Prince's  service.  Soriiothing  re- 
mained to  be  added,  but  his  8peiH.>h  faltered,  his 
limbs  shook,  and  his  tongue  Heerncd  to  refuse  its 
office. 

The  Begum  startwi  from  her  seat,  though  con- 
trary to  etiquette,  and  said,  as  if  to  suppiv  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  speech  of  her  officer,  "  My  slave 
would  say,  that  in  acknowledgment  of  so  great  an 
honour  conferral  on  ujy  Bukshee,  I  am  so  void  of 
means,  that  I  can  only  pray  your  highness  will  deign 
to  accept  a  lily  from  Frangistan,  to  plant  within 
the  recesses  of  the  secret  garden  of  thy  pleasures. 
I^t  my  Lord's  guards  carry  yonder  litter  to  the 
Zenana.'' 

A  female  scream  was  heard,  a**,  at  a  signal  from 
Tippoo.  the  guards  of  his  Seraglio  advanced  to  re- 
ceive the  closed  litter  from  tin-  attendants  of  t\w. 
Begum.  The  voice  of  the  old  Fakir  was  heard 
louder  and  sterner  than  before.— "  Cursed  is  the 
prince  who  barters  jnHli«:e  for  lust !  He  shall  die  in 
the  gate  by  tiie  sword  of  the  stranger." 

"This  is  loo  iiifttolnnt !"  said  Tippoo.  "  Drag  for- 
ward that  Faki.^  and  cut  his  robe  into  tntters  on  his 
back  with  your  chabouks."* 

But  a  scene  ensuL'd  like  that  in  the  hall  of  Sevd. 

All  who  attenipti'd  loolM'-y  tho  rouimand  of  the  in- 
censed despot  lell  back  from  the  Fakir,  as  they 
would  from  the  Angel  of  Death.    1I»!  flung  his  cap 


country  beneath  the  passes,]  answsnng  for  t.hei: 
safety  with  his  head.''  The  littf  r  was  on  its  roaSto 
the  sirdar's  tents  ere  the  IVawaub  had  done  ^Kik- 
ing.  "  For  thee,  Tippoo,"  rontiiiueil  Hvder.  "Im 
not  come  hither  to  deprive  thee  of  authority,  or  to 
di.sgrace  thee  before  the  Durbar.  Such  thu^M 
thou  hast  promised  to  this  Feringi,  proceed  lumiki: 
thein  good.  The  sim  calli.-ih  nut  b.ick  the  splendour 
which  he  lends  to  the  moon  ;  and  the  father  obscors 
not  the  dignity  which  he  has  conferred  on  rhe  ^n. 
What  thou  hast  promised,  that  do  thoa  pro-:ttid  to 
make  good." 

The  ceremony  of  investiture  was  ihen'fore  rp-cmci- 
menced,  by  which  the  i*rince  Tippoo  eoriferrbi  -.z 
Middlemas  the  imnortant  governnir.  nt  of  the  p.:y  ol 
Bangalore,  probably  with  the  internal  rcwiutl-m 
that  since  ne  was  himself  deprived  of  the  Fa.r  Eu- 
ropean, he  would  lake  an  early  opiinriuiutv  to  re- 
move the  new  Killodar  from  his  charge;  whit'^Md- 
dlemas  accoptetl  it  with  the  throbbing  hope  that  it 
plight  yet  outwit  both  father  and  .*<r)n.  Thed«do: 
investiture  was  rcail  aloud  -the  robe  of  honour  ws? 
put  upon  the  newly-cn-afrd  Killed  a  r,  and  a  h'aidfti: 
voice.s,  while  ih(;>  blesscnl  the  prudent  cho!<^  o:" 
Tippoo,  wished  the  governor  good  fortune,  an'i  v.:- 
tory  over  his  enemies. 

A  h«irsf,'  was  led  forward,  as  tiie  Prince's  pf'..  1: 
was  a  fine  steed  of  the  Cutivawar  brwd,  high-crrf:'*! 
with  broad  hind-i-jiiarters  ;  he  was  of  a  white  rul>ti. 
but  had  the  extremity  of  his  rtiil  :inii  mane  sli.i'd 
red.  His  saddle  was  red  velvet,  the  bridle  and  r.rzj- 
iRT  studded  with  Kildwl  kmibs.  Two  altendanre  up 
lesser  horses  Ud  this  i)rancing  animal,  one  holttr.:; 
(he  la  nee,  and  the  other  the  long  spear  of  iha- 
patron.  The  horse  was  shown  to  the  aiiphu-iri 
courtiers,  and  wiilidrawn,  in  order  to  Iv  leti  iii  :fiy.r 
throui;h  thfl  strtfits,  while  the  new  Killedar  shiC-a 
follow  on  the  elephant,  another  present  usual  t-n 


and  fictitious  bi.'ard  on  the  ground,  and  the  in-  !  such  an  oocnsion,  whicii  was  ncjct 'made  to  advar.o- 
i^nsod  countenance  of  Tippoo  was  subiliied  in  an  in-  t  that  the  world  might  admire  the  rnunificcnce  uf  :r.: 
stant,  when  he  encountered  the  si:.rn  and  awful  eye  !  Prince. 

of  his  father.  .A  sign  disriiisacd  him  from  the  throne,  j  The  hu:;o  animal  approached  the  platfonn.  jl:ak- 
which  Hyder  himself  asc.?n(!etl,  while  i!io  oflicious  !  ing  his  large  wrinkled  head,  \vhieh  he  n:i.*eH  an*. 
menials  hastily  disrobed  him  of  his  tatl<-red  cloak,  sunk,  as  if  impatient,  and  eurlinsr  upwards  his  \r^'.< 
and  llungon  him  a  rl)b^'of  n-gnl  splend«)Mr,  andidareii  from  time  to  time,  as  if  to  show  the  gulf  nf  h:-' 
on  his  heafl  a  jewilled  turban.  The  Durbar  rung  tongueless  mouth.  Gracefully  retjrine  with  r:.'. 
with  actrlamutions  to  Hyder  -Mi  Khan  Behauder,  ■  deepest  obeisance,  the  Killedar,  well  ple-ased  th-- si- 
"  the  good,  the  wist*,  the  discoverer  ol'  hidtien  things,  I  dienee  was  finishedL  stood  by  the  neck  of  theeleplianr 


who  Cometh  into  the  Divan  like  the  sun  bursting 
from  the  clouds." 

The  Nawaub  at  length  signrvl  for  silence,  and  was 
prompt Iv  obeyefl.  He  loi^ified  majesiieally  around 
him,  and  at  length  bent  his  look  upon  Tippoo,  whose 
downcast  eyes,  as  he  stood  before  the  throne  with 
his  arms  folded  on  his  bo.som,  wor«^  strongly  con- 
trasted with  the  haui^lily  air  of  authority  which  he 


e.xpecting  the  conductor  of  the  animal  wuuld  niiir- 
him  knetA  down,  that  he  might  as<>(>nd  the  g'Jdd 
howdah.  which  awaited  his  oceupanev. 

"Hold  Feringi,"  said  Hvder.  "Thou  hi.«f  r- 
eeived  all  that  was  promised  thee  by  the  br>uiit\*  of 
Tippoo.  Accept  now  what  is  the  fruit  of  the  jw" 
of  Hyder." 

As  he  s])oke,  he  sigrn<*d  with  iiis  finger,  and  t}i( 


hadw'orn  but  a  moment  before.    "  Thou  hast  been  !  driver  of  the  elephant  instantly  conveyed  tn  the  ar- 


willing,"  said  the  -Nawaiib,  "  to  barti.r  the  safety 
of  thv  capital  for  the  possessicm  of  a  white  slave. 
But  the  beauty  of  a  fair  woman  caused  Solomon  Ik'ii 
David  to  stumble  in  his  path;  how  much  more,  then, 
should  the  son  of  Hyder  ISaig  remain  lirm  under 
temptation  !  -  That  iiii^ri  may  see  clearly,  wo  must 
remove  the  light  wliieh  dazzles  thi'm.  Yonder 
Feringi  woman  musi  bo.  placwl  at  my  dis;>osiil.'' 

"To  hear  is  to  o!>ey,"  replied  Tipiioo,  while  the 
deep  gloom  on  his  brow  show.'tl  what  uis  forccfl  sub- 
mission cost  his  proud  and  passionate  spirit.  In  the 
heartsof  the  courtiers  present  rciguod  the  most  eager 
curiosity  to  sco  tho  (Unnurmcnt  of  the  scene,  but  not 
a  trace  of  that  wish  was  sufFered  to  manifest  itself 
on  features  accustomed  to  conceal  all  internal  hmv- 
sations.  The  feelings  of  the  Begum  were  hidden 
under  her  veil;  while  in  spite  of  a  bold  attempt  to 
conceal  his  alarm,  the  perspiration  stood  in  large 
drops  on  the  brow  of  Richara  Middlemas.  The  next 
words  of  the  Nawaub  sounded  like  music  in  the  ear  of 
Hartley. 

*'Cany  the  Feringi  woman  to  the  tent  of  the  Sir> 
dar  Belash  Caasim,  [the  chi^  to  whom  Hartley  had 
been  committed.]  Let  her  be  tended  in  all  honour, 
■nd  let  him  prepaxe  to  escort  her,  with  the  Vakeel 
and  the  Hakim  Hertley,  to  the  Payeen-Ghaut,  [the 

'Long  Whips. 


mat  the  pleasure  of  the  Nawaub.  Ciirhng  his  lani: 
trunk  around  the  neck  of  the  ill-fated  Europ«:aa  the 
monster  suddenly  threw  the  wretch  prostrate  bcfo^ 
him,  and  stamping  his  huge  shapelcs.s  foot  upon  h" 
breast,  put  an  end  at  once  to  his  life  and  to  his  rrim*:*. 
The  cry  which  the  victim  uticnxl  was  mmiick«(i  a*' 
the  roar  of  the  monster,  and  a  sound  like  a  hystenci^ 
laugh  mingling  with  a  scream,  which  rung  from  u.i- 
dor  the  veil  of  the  Begum.  The  elephant  once  myy 
raised  his  trunk  aloft,  and  gaped  fearfully. 

The  courtiers  preserved  a  profound  silence;  but 
Tippoo,  upon  whoso  mushn  robe  a  part  of  the  w- 
tim  a  blood  had  spirted,  held  it  up  to  the  ?(awaiiK 
exclaiming, in  a  sorrowful,  yet  resentful  lone,— "Fa- 
ther—father— was  it  thus  my  promise  ahoiild  hare 
been  kept  7" 

"  Know,  foolish  boy,"  said  Hyder  Ali,  "  that  ili; 
carrion  which  lies  there  was  in  a  plot  to  deliver  B»q- 

Silore  to  the  Feringia  and  the  Mahrattas.  Thit 
egiim  [she  started  when  she  hoard  herself  naioe^* 
has  given  us  warning  of  the  plot,  and  has  so  merited 
her  pardon  for  having  originally  concurred  in  it,- 
whether  altogether  out  of  love  to  us  we  will  not  too 
curiously  inquire.— Hence  with  that  tiunn  of  blood/ 
clay,  and  let  the  Hakim  Hartley  and  toe  En^iiio 
Vakeel  come  before  me." 
T^ev  were  brought  forward,  while  some  of  the  at- 
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tendants  flung  aand  upon  the  bloody  traces,  and 
others  removcHCi  the  crushed  corpse. 

**  Hakim,"  said  Hydcr^ "  thou  shalt  return  with  the 
Ferinid  woman,  and  with  gold  to  compensate  her 
iiniiries,  wherein  the  Begum,  as  is  fitting,  shall  con- 
Uwute  a  share.  Do  thou  say  to  thy  nation,  Hyder 
All  acts  iustly."  The  Nawaub  then  inclined  himself 
Rraciously  to  Hartley,  and  then  turning  to  the  Va- 
keel, who  appeared  much  discomposed,  "  You  have 
brought  to  me,"  he  said,  "  words  of  peace,  while  your 
masters  meditated  a  treacherous  war.  It  is  not  upon 
such  as  you  that  my  vengeance  ought  to  alight 
But  tell  the  Kafr  [or  infidclj  Paupiah  and  his  unwor- 
thy master,  that  Hyder  Ah  sees  too  clearlv  to  suffer 
to  De  lost  by  treason  the  advantages  he  has  gained 
by  war.  Hitherto  I  have  been  in  the  Carnatic  as  a 
mild  prince— in  future  I  will  be  a  destroying  tempest ! 
Hitherto  I  have  made  inroads  as  a  compassionate 
and  merciful  conqueror— hereafter  I  will  be  the  mes- 
senger whom  Allah  sends  to  the  kingdoms  which  he 
visits  in  judgment !" 

Itls  well  Known  how  dreadfully  the  Nawaub  kept 
this  promise,  and  how  he  and  his  son  afterwards  sunk 
bNefore  the  discipline  and  bravery  of  the  Europeans. 
The  scene  of  iust  punishment  which  he  so  faitlifully 
exhibited  migiit  be  owing  to  his  ]X)ticy.  his  internal 
iiense  of  right,  and  to  the  ostentation  or  displaying  it 
before  an  Englishman  of  sense  and  intelligence,  or  to 
all  of  these  motives  mingled  together— but  in  what 
proportions  it  is  not  for  us  to  distinguish. 

Hartley  reached  the  coast  in  safety  with  his  precious 
rharge,  rescued  from  a  dreadful  fate  when  she  was 
almost  beyond  hope.  Rut  the  nerves  and  constitution 
of  Menie  Gray  had  received  a  shock  from  which  she 
long  suffered  severely,  and  never  entirely  recovered. 
The  principal  ladies  of  the  settlement,  moved  by  the 
Hingular  talc  of  her  distress,  received  her  with  the 
utmost  kindness,  and  exercised  towards  her  the  most 
attentive  and  afiectiunate  hospitality.  The  Nawaub, 
faithful  to  his  promise,  ri'mitted  to  her  a  sum  of  no 
leas  than  ten  thousand  gold  Mohurs,  extorted,  as 
was  surmised,  almost  entirely  from  the  hoards  of  the 
Begum  Moote  Mahul,  or  Montreville.  Of  the  fate  of 
that  adventuress  nothing  was  known  for  certainty; 
but  her  forts  and  government  were  taken  into  Hyder  s 
custody,  and  report  said,  that,  her  power  being  abo- 
lished and  her  consequence  lost,  she  died  by  poison, 
either  taken  by  herself^  or  administered  by  some 
other  person. 

It  might  be  thought  a  natural  conclusion  of  the 
history  of  Menie  Gray,  that  she  should  have  married 
Hartley,  to  whom  she  stood  much  indebted  for  his 
heroic  interference  in  her  behalf.  But  her  feelin{» 
were  too  much  and  too  painfully  agitated,  her  health 
too  much  shattered,  to  permit  her  to  entertain 
thoughts  of  a  matrimonial  connexion,  everi  ^ith  the 
acquaintance  of  her  vouth,  and  the  champion  of  her 
freedom.  Time  might  have  removed  these  obstacles, 
but  not  two  years  after  their  adventures  in  Mysore, 
the  gallant  and  disinterested  Hartley  fell  a  victim  to 
his  professional  courage,  in  withstanding  the  progress 
of  a  contogious  distemper,  which  he  at  length  caught, 
and  under  which  he  sunk.  He  left  a  considerable 
part  of  the  moderate  fortune  which  he  had  acquired  to 
Menie  Gray,  who,  of  course,, did  not  want  many  ad- 
vantageous offers  of  a  matrimonial  character.  But 
she  respected  the  memory  of  Hartley  too  much,  to 
subdueinbehalf  of  another  the  reasons  which  induced 
her  to  refuse  the  hand  which  he  had  so  well  de- 
served—nay, it  may  be  thought,  had  so  fairly  won. 

She  returned  to  Britain— what  seldom  occurs— 
nnmarried  though  wealthy:  and,  settling  in  her  na- 
tive village,  appeared  to  find  her  only  pleasure  in  acts 
of  benevolence  which  seemed  to  exceed  the  extent  of 
her  fortune,  had  not  her  very  retired  life  been  taken 
into  consideration.  Two  or  three  persons  with  whom 
she  was  intimate,  could  trace  in  her  character  that 
generous  and  disinterested  siniplicity  and  affection, 
which  were  the  groundwork  of^  her  character.  To 
the  world  at  large  her  habits  seemed  those  of  the  an- 
cient Roman  matron,  which  is  recorded  on  her  tomb 
in  these  four  words, 

DOKVM  MANSIT—LANAJt  nSCIT. 
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MR.  CROPTANGRY'S  CONCLUSION. 

If  jott  tell  a  food  jMt, 
And  pl^aw  all  the  reat, 

Comec  Dinf lej,  and  Mkt  jou,  *'  VDiat  veu  it  V* 
And  before  Bne  can  know, 
Away  ahe  will  go 

To  sedc  an  old  raff  in  the  cIoeet~DK4M  Swift. 

Whilk  I  was  inditing  the  goodly  matter  which  my 
readers  have  just  perused^  I  might  be  saul  to  go 
through  a  coiu'se  of  breakmg-in  to  stand  criticism, 
like  a  shooting-pony  to  stand  fire.  Bv  some  of  those 
venial  breaches  of^  confidence,  which  always  take 
place  on  the  like  occasions,  my  private  flirtation  with 
the  Muse  of  Fiction  became  a  matter  whispered,  in 
Miss  Fairscribe's  circle^  some  ornaments  of  which 
were,  I  suppose,  highly  mterested  in  the  progress  of 
the  affair,  while  others  "really  thought  Mr.  Chrystal 
Croftann-y  might  have  had  more  wit  at  his  time  of 
day."  Then  came  the  sly  intimation,  the  oblique 
remark,  all  that  sugar-lipped  raillery  which  is  fitted 
for  the  situation  of  a  man  about  to  do  a  foolish  thing, 
whether  it  be  to  publish  or  to  marry,  and  that  ac- 
companied with  the  discreet  nods  and  winks  of  such 
friends  as  are  in  the  secret,  and  the  obliging  eager- 
ness of  others  to  know  all  about  it. 

At  length  the  affair  became  so  far  public,  that  I 
was  induced  to  face  a  tea-party  with  my  manuscript 
in  mv  pocket,  looking  as  simple  and  modest  as  any 
gentleman  of  a  certam  age  need  to  do  upon  such  an 
occasion.  When  tea  had^been  carried  round,  hand- 
kerchiefs and  smelling  bottles  prepared,  I  had  the 
honour  of  reading  tlie  Surgeon  s  Daughter,  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  evening.  It  went  off  excellently ; 
my  friend  Mr.  Foirscribe,  who  had  betm  seduced  from 
his  desk  to  join  the  literary  circle,  only  fell  asleep 
twice,  and  readily  recovered  his  at^ntion  by  help  of 
his  snuff-box.  The  ladies  were  politely  attentive, 
and  when  the  cat.  or  the  dog,  or  a  next  neighbour, 
tempted  an  individual  to  relax,  Katie  Fairscnbp  was 
on  the  alert,  like  an  active  whipper-in,  with  look, 
touch,  or  whisper,  to  recall  them  19  a  sense  of  what 
was  going  on.  Whether  Miss  Katie  was  thus  active 
merely  to  enforce  the  literary  discipline  of  her  coterie, 
or  whether  .she  was  really  interested  by  the  beautieH 
of  the  piece,  and  desirous  to  enforce  them  on  others, 
I  will  not  venture  to  ask,  in  case  I  should  end  in  lik- 
ing the  girl— and  she  is  really  a  pretty  one— better 
than  wisdom  would  warrant,  either  for  my  sake  or 
hers. 

I  must  own.  my  story  here  and  there  flagged  a 

Sl^ood  til  al ;  perhaps  there  were  faults  in  my  reading, 
or  while  I  should  have  been  attending  to  nothinic 
but  how  to  give  the  words  effect  as  ihey  existed,  I 
was  feeling  the  chilling  consciousness,  that  they 
might  have  been,  and  ought  to  have  been,  a  great 
deal  better.  However,  we  kindled  up  at  last  when 
we  got  to  the  East  Indies,  although  on  the  mention 
of  tigers,  an  old  Indy  whose  tongue  had  been  impa- 
tient for  an  hour,  broke  in  with,  "  I  wonder  if  Mr. 
Croftangry  ever  heard  the  story  of  Tiger  Tullideph  ?" 
und  had  nearly  inserted  the  whole  narrative  as  un 
episode  in  mv  tale.  She  was,  however,  brought  to 
reason,  and  tlie  subsequent  mention  of  shaWs,  dia- 
monds, turbans,  and  cummerbands,  had  their  usuai 
effect  in  awakening  the  imaginations  of  the  fair  audi- 
tors. At  the  extinction  of  the  faithless  lover  in  a  way 
so  horrib]>  :iew,  I  had,  as  indeed  I  expected,  the  good 
fortune  to  excite  that  expression  of  painful  interest, 
which  is  produced  by  drawing  in  the  breath  through 
the  compressed  lips ;  nay,  one  Miss  of  fourteen  ac- 
tually screamed. 

At  length  my  task  was  ended,  and  the  fair  circle 
rained  odours  upon  me,  as  they  pelt  beaux  at  the 
Carnival  with  sugar-plums,  and  drench  them  with 
scented  spices.  Tlierewas  "Beautiful"  and  "Sweetly 
interesting,"  and  "  O  Mr.  Croftangry,"  and  "  How 
much  obused,"  and  "  What  a  deugntful  evening," 
and  "  O  dliss  Katie,  how  could  you  keep  such  a 
secret  so  long !"  While  the  dear  souls  were  tlius 
smothering  mo  with  rose-leaves,  the  merciless  old 
lady  carried  them  all  off  by  a  disquisition  upon  shawls, 
which  she  had  the  impudence  to  say  arose  entirely 
out  of  my  story.  Miss  Katie  endeavoured  to  stop  the 
flow  of  her  doq^uaacA  vt\  NVCGk.\  iSqa  ^t^-'w  'i^  ^at^oss. 


Tales  of  my  landlokd. 


tOfuca  QUI  of  the  Geld,  and  ftam  ihe  guiuine  Indian, 
■be  made  a  diKreenon  to  Ihs  imilitioo  ahawle  now 
raide  at  Paielo/,  out  or  real  Thibet  wool, 


well  I"  said  tbfl  old  lady,  wrappinA  heraolf  ^^  _  - 
rich  EaAhniire^  "that  thereia  eomo  way  of  knowing 
a  '.biiw  that  coat  bUj  gitineu  from  an  aitida  Ihal  la 
■old  lor  five ;  btil  I  venluie  to  aay  there  are  not  one 
out  of  ten  thonaand  that  would  undantand  the  dif- 

lliepalttenMiofaanieof^furlBdieawouldDow 
have  brought  back  the  coDneraaiioa  to  the  rargoiten 
•abjaclofaurmsMuig.  "How  could  you,  HrCroll- 
■iigly,  collect  all  thaw  hard  woida  aboui  India  1— 
wn  wen  nerec  there  T—"  No,  madam,  I  have  not 
had  thatadTaniagei  but,iaMtlieiiaitaiiveopaiativea 
afPatauy.IhaTeoompoiedmyahBwlbyincorparat- 


D  woo(  a  liille  llibet  wooL  whidi  iq 
id  and  neighbour,  Colonfl  HMkon, 
It  lellowe  who  a*er  node  a  Hifbliad 


itfijieni  fxicnd  and  neighbour,  Colond 


or  dived  inio  an  1  nilia  n  juusle,  bad  the  nad- 

My  reheaiaa],  bowever,  tb<IUKh  not  abaolBtilT  Md 
aliug^iiier  lo  my  laare.  has  pnnira  me  is  mm 
iHcaeurc  for  the  Jeaa  tempered  and  guarded  afltaa 

foil  before  he  canfroDiB  a  awold;  anil  to  lake  vaf 
i>ngina1  aimiie,  a  horse  muai  be  aecnaloiiied  «  a;h 
dc  joic  before  you  ran  i^de  bun  M«Ui*t  aM>Q<( 
balk  Wel!,Coti>ara]  Nym'B  DhikMOidiTiaiMAe 
worst  thai  has  been  preached.  "  Tluiica  mMka 
iheji'  may,"    If  niy  lucubrationagi™  pleMon^ iMy 

iT not,  iirie  cad  iha 

CliaoNlCLEli  OF  Tilt  CxitoiniA'Tm. 
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Uens.W""- 

Aft,efl. 

Aften.  q/tm. 

Aflerhend,  qfliruardfc 

Ahint,  bthind. 

AteB,a}ea,aimy;iffflhtrighilinti 


Aioe*,  since,  raui. 
Ainaells,  mn  («{>«. 


Mum,  oloiu. 

A-low,  o-fire ,-  tn  ajlame. 

Altouii,  aid  town. 

Amaiat,  aimoil. 

Ambrr,  aumry,  Blmerr,  cIdm  cup- 

beard  /or  kuping  am  vietualt, 

brtad,  4t' 
An,i/. 
Aoea-eirand,  4/' ntpurpatt;  uAt- 

Anent,  oppotUe  1  rapiUing. 

Anencb,  swufA. 

Ante'iuai,  mttauqMal/iimioilUm 
bdwai  pertent  w^o  ore  it/Ier- 
Mor^  married  lo  lach  o&er. 

Arcbtlowe,  (oT  unknown  deriva- 
tion,) a  piact-qffiring. 

Ark,  mtal-ark ,-  a  large  dutl  for 
holding  mtaL 

Arias,  otTuX  moiuy. 

Arriaae  and  coniaK^  ploufft  am 

AuchL  Wgfat,  A)  ponnt  or  Adonj 

to.  "Wbaa'a  anight  ill"  to  uAon 

Aught,  iwnuiunifjinnwrfy.      Ii 

ana's  ansht,"  in  one*  letting- 
klwoA,  I  vial  vhU. 
laid,  old. 

Aald-farran,  lagaciotu. 
Anld-warld,    tud-fatluonat ;    an 

liijut.    Auld-warld  ■toriea,  on 

Aver,  iBork-hortt. 

Awmoiia,  aim*. 
Awrorj,  p.  ambrf. 

iivBOmB,  ai^fid  !  terrible 


Mt 


Back.  ba< — , . 

backet,  athe-tcaOU.  Adj.  o 
kle-backiL  (       •  ■     -^^ 

BtS,bto»iht 


cropptd  iluep  paitur*. 
BallBOt,  ii^Uad. 
Baldiick,  firdb. 
Ban,curte. 
Band,  boruL 
Banes,  bo/ui. 
BaUK,  iprmg  ;  a  bound. 


Bannock,  < 


itrytldngi-^ 

Bunininft.  ditputing  ;  btMlng. 
Barium,  mcnuf 
Barkit.  taiaiid, 
taria  fummil,  t 

Hon /or  n  truce  _,  ,.„  ^_ 

faiien  (town  in  tertetlint  or  flail, 

"  iy  our   Ladg  ufaetl     I  am 

Barlfif,  barly,  (from  parley,)  a  cry 
among  bote  at  fufr  oMent 
game*  for  a  truce. 

BBma-breakins,  idle  frolic. 

° 1,  baandt.  "-'-  '  "  " 


t;  iietefor  combat- 
m,  iliqfl  qf  a  iAmI- 
n  Ibniflcalion.)  battle- 


BltlB,  batte. 

Biudrona,  pute ;  a  eat. 

Bauka,  unculiiratal  placa  b^vetn 


Bawbee^  ha^-petaia. 
Bawbee  TdwI,  Aaj^atny  roU.. 
Bawlon-faesd,  having  a  uAito  ob- 
long ml  on  tile  fact. 
Baxter,  baker. 
Be,  "  le[  be,"  Id  alont ;  net  lo 

Beak  bi^  (Oaet.)  moufk,  op«ninr  1 


Bean,  Vmi,  bein,  tnU to  da;  t 
fotiable  and  viell  proBided. 
Bear,  barley  Otai  has  more  ilim 


Bednl,  a  beadle,  alao  btd-rid. 
BeAiiDinied,  palavered  ijtattrred. 
Bogrutten,  exhjouted  tn&  mep- 

BoKunk,  benike,  frid. 

Bald,  bield,  tkelter. 

Bern,  iHoiMy ;  vtll  provided. 

Belikt;  pertiape. 

BsliTe,  be}r*e,  bf  and  iy  ( ipu 

Bell-lhe-cal,  to  eontendadli, 

riailj/  qfeuperior  rank  or  poioer ; 

lo  UM  rtrOBf  mtaturet  regard- 

leei  0/ eoniiQUencte. 


Bell-waverinB,  wondtHnf . 

Ben,  (be-in,)  ate  inner  apartmenL 
"  To  biiog  &T  ben,"  to  ireatmth 
gnat  reepeei  and  hoepUaiitjf. 

Bend-lsadieT,  thieii  teli  leather.     . 

Benniaon,  bleering. 

Btatahndofgraee;  nulapbor- 
icaJly, lAiAiA ,'  Oiemoet.  "Ta'en 
the  bent,"  takta  IheJUld;  run 

Bicker,  leeadm  veeeel  made  bf  a 
cooper  fir  holding  Uvor,  bnot. 


teaitingi  ntid- 
BJA^'v.  beitd. 
Big,  bttiid  I  alw  great,  large. 


vom  bjf  the  Begttine  eielerhaod. 
Bike,  byke,  bink,  wUd-beee'  netL 
Billr.  (the  in&ntine  pro '—' — 

a/M(A«r,)b'i>(A«r. 
Bind,  (in  dnnking)  at  v 


bing,  hiap  qf  unJArofAoJ 

Binna,  be  not. 

Birkiei  a  diiiffe  game  at  earde ; 
■bo  a  lively  young  felloiB. 

BirlioB,  drinimg ;  adminitltring 
Oauor  1  also  maMnM  a  grtim- 
bHng  junee  Uke  an  ota^famioned 
ipinning-fAeel  or  hand-mitt  in 

Krly-man,  the  piUy  ojiter  qf  a 
burgh  Iff  barony. 

Birn,  burden,  "skin  and  bim," 
fuli  account  qfa  lAeq)  Ay  bring- 
ing fA<  ekin  taitk  Oie  tor-mone, 
arid  the  head  uritK  the  brand  on 
llianateitheithaleqfanrlhint. 

Birr,  nvtM  (  vthomenee  1  Mmidate. 

BvoB,bTiillee.  "Salnphisbiras," 
round  Urn  la  hie  mtOUi  pat 
him  in  a  tomrinf  paooian. 

Bit,  (used  aa  ■  dimimitire.'l  "Bit 
bum,"  rmali  rroulet.  Kl  taat- 
ock,"  Wtto  (*■/,  

Bit,  email  epaee  1  epot.  Buuia 
bib"  pleaeanttpot. 

Bitp.   n  hll.     "Bile  of  bread,"  o 

Binli     f,e*iie,  a  tcoodrn   bal  for 

Oi'k  14  used  DB  n  diminutive,  a* 

iji  InsEock  furUsB.) 
81  ^■ilinvicfid,  dark-caittplixiened. 
Bl  :K'k-liehPr>,  paachcri   icho    kiU 

-.ilmun  in  clou-Hmc. 
Blinki',  blackenill. 
Bl  ill  k-mail,  etairity-moneypoid  lo 

Bln<'<(-nebB,  demaTOl*  :  fatllaa 

Bh.ZmK,  piling    and  blotting- 


BIbUi  ioiA/W;  modat. 

Bis  wart,     blaewon,     bJue-bollIe, 

blue- wort,  tmWurta  cyaniu. 
BlBW-m-niy.lug,toM((nmiM™r; 

Brswins  in  one'e  lux,  fiatttring  ; 

Blearinsyouree.ilinrfin^youirirt 

BiSlTi.--.. 

Blether,  Madder. 

Blelhets,  babbUng  ;/oaliih  talk. 

Blink,  glance  o/tt*  tyl ;  ^(imp«e  ; 

Blilhe,  glad:  plcaianl. 
Blood-wite,  rompentalUm,  or  ^ne 

/or  bhaUied. 
Bluid.  6t«xf. 
Blunker,  4unf/<r;  ime  ttoi  »pm7» 

eray  OaBg  III  meddltt  teilli. 
Bout,  talking  to  iiUimidatc. 
Bob.  dance  ;  up  and  dtfwn. 
Bodach.  old  man ;  bug-a-bca. 
Bode,  Triiai  is  bidden !  q^er. 
Boddle,  a  copper  coin^  value  Ihi 


a  ntttage  for  keep 
"  Window-bole,''^ 


I  IhewaUo/ 
ig  books,  t^. 
windmff  vrifh 


Bol(,ai 


n.lly,  b( 
-la/rit 


ingMma    r^erZt^{^^'" 

Bonny-wBwlieB,      (ojis,     Irinicli. 

Wsulic  |a  daisy)  u  rommoniy 

iiiul  ^fi^raliccly  lo  txpreti  itliat 

Bool,  buil,  a  balance  qf  taiue  in 
barter.  "Into  the  boot,"  gicen 
into  iinitad  of]  Uu  boot. 

Booth,  shop. 

Bordel,  brol/ul. 

Borrell-loonB,  Imc  mtiic-  mmia. 

Borrowing-dByi,  IKe , 
o/MoiS,  O.  S 

■'  Marek  horroaed  frat  AprUi 

T^rM  days,  an'  tStj/  leere  ill 

TTiejiT-'  -'  " 


The  It 

slit 


See  Noll,  Heitrlof  Mid-Lothlui. 
Bom,  hollow. 
Bonnel-lttird,  tmaU  proprietor  0/ 

land. 
Bonnie,  bonny,  prdh/ ;  btautifulj 

hIso  strong ;  itortaf ;  approved. 
Dothy,  Auf,  hovd. 
BaukuiK.  biuking, 

Rniil  n'  ■  ninl  atauD.  hajidli  af  a 


BouroXi,  boiuachs,  eonfated 
beapt  ;  mUerabte  kvlt  ;  bIm 
tmall  endoturet. 

Bourlree-biuh,  elder  buth. 

Bow,  boU,  or  dry  meature,  tm 
taining  the  liitienth  part  q/ 

Bowing  tatki  wilh  Iht  h*ad  taktn 
out;  ivbti  milk-paitt. 


GLOSSARY. 

Bowk,  bulk :  bod,. 
Bracken, /trn. 
Brae,  i-ittng  ground. 
Braid,  broad. 
Brander,  rridiron. 
Bmndered,  grilled;  broiled. 
Brank-new,  bran-new,  a  pkrate 
equivalent  to  "tpick  and  span  1" 

_jSi  qfticknest. 

jtandord,  lilerally  cleUi. 

BiBW  brave  ;  Sne. 
Brawly,  bravely ;  j(n«/y. 
Brawa,  brarei-tes!  .fintry. 
Breggkit,  bnakil,  the  breast. 
Brecham,  mrking-hort^s  eoUar. 


Breckan,/" 

Breeks,    brt 

'  -eedUess. 


Breekle«B.' 

Brent  brow,  high/orAead. 
BHckli',  brUlle  1  tieklith. 
BriK,  bridge. 
Brilher,  brother. 
Broach,  broche,  spit- 
Broach,  6r«i(f-pin. 
Brochan 

graunit,  ae  young    .     , 
Brock,  badger,  Ifrom  ita  while  or 

spotted  face.) 
Brockil-cow,  ahite-factd  rote. 
Bros,  a  pointed  intlruTnent,  nuh 

Bro^ingp  pricking  wUh  a  sh^rp- 

BroKuea,  ^e»;  in  iheLow-lmda, 
sAOfs  q/  httiy-dressed  leather. 

Broken  man,  outlav;  bankrupt. 

Broo.  hree,  tro(/i;  .fnice;  alao  ojri- 
nion/ounded  on  bruU  or  Teporl. 

Broae,  a  kind  of  pottage,  made  by 
pouring  boihng  voter  or  broth 
on  meal,  uJiich  is  itirred  vJtile 
the  liguid  is  poured.  The  disk 
is  dekominated  Jrom  the  nature 
of  the  liquid,  as  "  iBoter-brose," 
^kaa-brose? 

Broas,  brcwu ;  stir-about. 

Brose-time,  brewis-lime ;  supper- 


BrriilxiE^  ttroii ;   scujU;  disiurb- 

BmnsiBne,  brinistoni, 
BruBleD,  bursled. 

Buckif,  **(/(  o/a  sea-snaU,  or  any 
Bpiral  hhell,  of  ishateter  sixe. 
De'il,  ordeevd'a  buckle,"  a  fMf- 


s/  in  hxs  character. 


^ng  wUti  Q  hijiged  lid. 

uid-ben,  be-out  and  be-in,  .. 
:  oulrr  and  iivncr  aidt  of  ths 


partition'iDaU  in  a  hauai  eotvid- 

ing  of  tun  apartmmU. 
BuItock-liiail,^n(  impoHd  onjtr- 

nication  in  lieu  0/  sUtinfmtiu 

stool  of  repentance. 
Bye,  "dowD  bye,"  dom  ymiei; 

By  oriJiDar,  mare  Aon  orduury. 
By,  pasti  beridai  otrr  aidtUri. 
ByganeB,  byt^neB,  wAaliifiwJiy 


Ci'. drive.    "  Cu'- throw."  rfulr*- 

sli utile, ''rfriw  Oui'slaime. 
Ca\  call. 

Cadger,  nuTiCT- ;  huiler. 
Cadgy,  liceiy  and /risky ;  iMalM 
CaiclilinR,  cadding. 
CBilUachB.  (Gael.)  oidwnifli. 
Caimed,  kaimed,  combed. 
Caird,  tinker. 
Caim,hiap  ofloote  ifonts jnWe 

Calf-ward.  r.  cauf-ward. 
Catlan,  callBi]t,youn,f  (<Id,'aI(I9^ 

v^\Qt  irrisory  use  of  the  old  trrn 

gallant!  afintfeUmp. 
Caller,  cod,  fresh.     '■Caller  Of* 

tcra,"      or     "  hemnga,"    niri 

rousW. 


conditioned    and  safe   t^  deal 

Canile,  the  back  part  of  Oie  hiai: 
also  o/rae7nen(  brtiken  qfmt 

Can  trip,  tpett ;  incantation,  duirw- 
Canly,  lirely  and  riieerfiil. 
Capercailiie,  the  ervat  eodt  of  &i 

Cap,  wooden  vessel  for  haUil 


Cap, 


'ood  or  liquor. 

"''"  'nutireiv  cap. 

„-r, ,,  crahbtai  pemsk. 

Capul,  horse  i  in   ■  more  Umil 

sense  itork-horse. 
CaiftiSed,  cuiluffled,  ruJUdirw 


"min^Mid 


nuliibiisi  hating  A< 


hand,-  VJtTuig  the  teiis  gBue  "■ 


Caat,  got  over ;  reeotertdfrom. 
Ct\,lotifaIe, 
Caalouti/itU  ouf ,  giiam/. 
Cast  up,  appear  i  also,  ttrav  i* 

ene'ifctln.' rQToaekatU. 
Catenn,   tuami    BiMamd  ml 

Irish   irreguiar   tcUitri  fr*- 

boaltr. 
Cauf-watd,  calf-wnd,  place  «*•• 

laiva  art  ktpl  in  AeJM. 


th*  (M(  V  B  ntaii,  at  nail-cap. 
Cmater,  camewByi  olny,  railed 
and  pacid  ilrccl.  "To  crown 
the  cauwy."  to  keep  Ok  middtt 
<fr  higher  pare  of  Ihi  alral  indc- 
Jianao/aUloltnui. 

or  wmnuni  ita^-ai. 
Cerlie,  "rovccnie,"  myfaUIti  in 

rood  Iroa. 
Cback,  maeki  lunchtan. 

Chsldet,  [dry    meaaure,)   lixtiin 

CKancy,  Inch). 

Chap,  cuilomcr  ;  ftBote  ;   ilao  a 

Chappii,  ttruck ;   atao  pnimffrf  ; 

Chaw,  ^ir. 

Cheap  o'l.  iceU  datrving  <tf  it : 

Chfeoe-fat,     c/uae-diih ;     rhiat 

CbieMt,  chidi,  yaung/cUoi 
'^himley  neuk,  dkimnn 

hoasi,  (cA  a*  A  in  l 

hoBSt,  «crcrtciiii;/i. 
Ubop,  Ai/p. 
Chowl,  jmel. 

Chuckiea,  bam-oEoor/oirii. 
Cbuckie-itanejE,  ptbhU-ttonu  ruA 

u  cAiJrfren  piay  at  dluck-/ar- 

Ihijig  viilh. 
Clachan.  a  trnaU  viUagt. 
C  ack-geeae,  claick-geeae,  bamatit 

Cbfcged,  cXttmt,  doettd. 
C  ainhach.  dairaho,  harp. 
CUue,  cUse,  dotha. 
C  ailhs,  ciof^. 
Clamyhswil,  itntlu. 
Claiuainftie,  mab;    lag-rag-and- 

C\t.!>,  atlrokt!  alao  monunf. 
Clappel',  longut;  longiutjfa  beil. 
"  HinKir^  Eiii  clapper."  uring  hit 


Clany, —..„ 

Clash,  tUU-lallU, 


:ltan!reTydirlt 
'1  acandiUf    uu 


Clal,  claut,  Tokt  logiiher ;  an  in 
Mtrummt  /or   raking   logiihir 

Clatler,  taltui 

ClaCler-lrap^  riMt-lrapi.  a  ludi- 
crouj  nanu  /or  laalt  and  attau- 

Claught,  dutdudi  anaidt^  rio- 

imtfy. 
Claul,  n.  clal. 
ClaTeiing,  talking  iiUy  aTid  fool- 

Claver^  idU  talk. 

Claw,  tcratch  I  ten 

(faot  millina,"  ri 


>fu.  "Claw  up 
He  them  thtfin- 
Claw  favour." 


Cleck,    collicl;     brin/i    togiUur, 
hatch.    "Clacking  nme,"  hatdi- 

CleaS,  tlolht. 
Cleek,  cldck,  hook. 
CInkil,  caught   at  wilA  a  fuot. 
"  Cleekii  in  ths  cuniie,"  hooitd 


Clinket,  clan}iet;  ttrudt. 
Clipnnii  tjmci  Ou  nick  qf  tiitu 
•'To  come  in  clipping  nmp,"  ( 


iff  a  farmtr  at  thttp-Aia ring 
It,  viim  Ihtrt  it  aIiMyin<iVf/i 

Clocking  hen,  ducking,  hatdi  iiig, 

brtcdtng  htn. 
Clodded,  Areaelcdti  Ihitw  irr'f/i 


ho^.  "Cloot  and  doot,"  hotif 
and  haqf,  t.  &  every  hoof. 
lour,  frump  upon  Ifu  htad/rtim  •< 
biote :  alaoindtntation  in  airuts 
or  ptuttr  vuttl:  dtjaamtnl : 
inioualitiinftarfact  praduetil  by 

idj.  of  clour. 


Cloi 

Clui     

Coal-heuffh,  plact  irhere  coeL'  at-t 

Coble,  tmall  Jithing-boat  uptnt  a 


Cocky- , 

toup  in  vhifh  a  eoek  hoj  oeen 
boUed. 
Cacke^lOIli^  tht  gathering  n/  n 
young  woman'ihair  under  ihc 
trutod  or  JUlel. 


Coekle-brainod,    t/mdclc-headcd  ; 

Cock-padle,  tump-Jith. 
Coii, j>tUov  ■'  alaapad. 
CodlinR,  an  appif  u Milaj.  "Cnr- 
liale  codling*"  are  in  graal  fi- 

Cogue,  cggie. 


itl  madebva- 


ind  toooden  rrs- 
per^arholdh,,; 

Cai\i^'^r7£ig7'^' 

Collie-shingy,  gaarreli  confim^d 
uproar  iiJce  that  pndtvedichtu 
coKat  fall a-iaorrying  me  an- 
other about  one  itf  their  oan  kind 
leho  hat  got  a  ahangie  or  ahigan. 
i.  e.  a  canitter,  4^.  tied  to  hit 


Coney,  raftfrii. 

CoakiB,  ahindqf  mall  neeetbrmd 

(^rbia,  ravm.  "  Corbie  mcaaon - 
g«T,  one  that  it  long  upon  hie 
errand,  or  uAe,  liie  the  rana 
tent  from  the  Ark,  ritums  nal 


Cottara,  eoUagtti. 

Coiy,  cone,  leorm  and  cotn/orl- 

ablt. 
Couldna',  could  not. 
Coup,  him  OTfl-.  "Coup  the  era  nil," 

golowTiek,Wceapatontht_fi'ir. 

vhen  tht  cran  upon  tehuA  U  tlood 

Coup,  barter. 

Couping,  buving.paTticularb/hoi- 
iit;  tLfo  (rucking,  or  bartering ■ 
Cove,  can. 

Coiie,  coaie^  leorm  and  toi^ort- 

Cracki  frooil. 
Crack,  neic ,-  abouy. 
Crack-hemp,  eratt-Tope  t  ga&aift- 

appU. 
Cracka,  htartt  cmtertation. 
Craamaa,      kratnee,      Ttardioiit'i 


packed ,-  nxirt  qftoaOu  Jor  Bit ' 

•alt  of  goodi. 
Craft.  cr.jTl'- 

Crpig,  crag,  rock ;  tuck ;  throat. 
Craigaman,  one  leho  it  dexttrout 

in  climbing  roekt. 
Crap,  crop,  produce  qftherromid. 
Crap,  the  top  qf  any  ViingI  the 

crate  if  a  fowl,  utat  ludicTauilt 

Crappii  hMda,  pudding!  made  in 

the  headi  of  h  addockt. 
Creach,    Highland  foraji  i   pkm- 


Ciecl,  a  batket^oi 


"■n, 


Creelfu',  baiket/^. 

Creiah,  creeab,  grtati. 

CraahinB,  greating. 

Crewela,  icrqfula. 

Crombie,  crununy,  a  crooked  harn- 

Crook,  pot-hook. 
Crook,  unnding. 
CcouK,  britk:  fulliifhtart!  eSK- 

Crowdy,  meai  and  mitt  mixed  Ai 
a  cold  ilale  1  a  kind  qfpMof*. 

Crown  of  ihe  ciauwDy,  middtt  •/' 
Ou  tirtel. 

Cruppin,  crept. 

Cud,  cudgel. 

Cuddie,  ui. 

Cuiiikina, 


ikings,  guetrct,  gai- 


ahade  of  meanii 


"  CuilUe  favour,"  eurn/faiouT. 
ullion,  lG[iel,)i>uppy  ,-MM  jpun- 
ging  dog  1  batt/elloa.jxJtTOan. 


midwife:  goettp. 

Cureh,  (Gael,  and  Fi^  kenAiffi  a 

vomaa'e  coieringfoi-  Ihe  heut ; 

inner  Knen  cap,  aamelimea  worn 


CurfaIHa,  r 


nubft. 


ind  tumblcditalt. 

Curiiewurliea,  fantatlieal  circular 

ornamentt. 
CumiurrinB,  grumbling. 
Cum,   a  quantity;   —   -- 


indiiJlMe 


Cumcy,  round ;  granulated. 
Cuiple,  curpin,  trupper. 
Cunach,  a  coriuAle,  or  email  dr{fi 
boot  nfmcker^aork.  coaertdiAK 


lua^n^ 
irTftuO*' 


Jully, 

'Ulty,  a  apoon  ;  toboca 
or  broken  ehort.  "  Cut 
a  iherl  horn  tpoan. 
Btool,"  ahort'ttgged  tt 


ilut  I  uorlhlett  girl  1 


t/,fBpon. 
"Cuttr- 


Dacket,  HAreA,  a>  far  Halm  ar 

imuggUi  tpodt. 
Dait  mad ;  froHctome. 
Daffin.  Ihoughilett  gayett  ifioKA 

pla/flibtiut !  fodertt. 
Daidlmg,  loitering;    laitnttriHfl 

getting  OR  in  a  laiy,  eardett  wag. 
Daiker,  to  toil ;  at  in  Job-itork. 
DaikerinR.  v  dvh.« . 


Dammer,  tlun,  and  coi\/utian  i 

rtriking  on  tht  head. 
Danders,   cimUrf ;    r?/a»e   lif 

imtlh'ifire. 
Dsnderinfl,  tauntering;  Toamii 

idtv/rom  place  la  plare. 
Dnndiuy,  tpoiled  fry  too  yjiu^A  ii 

Dang,     diuiR,    ilnick;    suAdue 

taocied  atrr. 
Dan;,  dargue,  day's  •aark. 
Dbto,  dern,  toaceat. 
Daur,  daured,  dart;  dom/. 
Day,  "  the  day,"  (o-dojr. 
Deni-lhnv/,lhedea!lieuviai  last 

agonies.     When  applied 

ther  dead  nor  aiite.  neilher  hoi 
TwrcoW. 
Oeis,  daii,  dees,  tabic,  great  hall 
table  t  a  pni  in  the  churdi,  (also 
atur/scaieretltdalthedoorio/ 

._.. '  It  not  tued  bf  the  Au- 

irerley  tn  tti  -  -—  "  ' 

...  ^Uixht^d  .  .. 
llooM  tiMtom,  implying  some  pre- 
temabiral  virtat. 
Dealh-nickle,  deaOi-rallle  ia  thi 

Deave,  dia/en. 

Dee,  d.t. 

DeeiiiK.  i/yinf  •  also  (Uitf. 

Deevil's  tucSie,  imp  o/  .SWonj 

limb  <if  Uie  Dcril. 
DeA.  devil. 

Deil  ■  dozen,  thirteen. 
Deil  Kaed  o'er  Jock  Webster,  ecen 

thing   went   lopsy-turvt :  then 

wat  the  devil  to  pay. 
Deil  may  care,  Ute  deril  may  rare; 

Deil'a  niaif-box,  Ihe  common 


GLOSSARr. 

Doiled,  turned  ta  detagt ;  ihipid  -. 

em/used. 
Dole,  "dead  ■io]e,"  thai  whidim 

dealt  ouf  to  the  poor  at  the  fun 
n -']nn«rd,inJMiiFi(u(iio 


puff- 


balL 

DalieiEl,  deliriou: 
Deliver,  aelire ;  /tee  in  mofion. 
DeLyerty,  actiteiy ;  alerily. 
Detv«,  s.  devel. 
Demented,  iiuane. 
Denly,  dainty;  nice. 
Denaei,  daintier;  mare  ni«  and 

delieale. 
Dem,  ctmcealed;  secret ;  hidden. 
Denied,  eoncealed. 
Devsl,  delve,  iiery  hard  blote. 
Didna,.  did  not. 
DiJie,  dyke,  etone-^ll  fence. 
Uiiie,  strike ;  beat ;  tubdue. 
Dink, neat;  trim;  tidy:idv)am- 

templuoue  ;  acorn/ul  qf  o&ers. 
Di  nraonts,  welhrrt  Selieien  one  and 

two  yeart  old,  or  thai  hare  not  yet 

Dmnii.  do  n^. 
Dionle,  (iRfft;  thrill. 
D^  thriU. 


Diajtaked,  jaded ;  decayed  i  u 

out. 
Disjune,  dejune,  breakfast. 


Doch-aD-darrach,  (Gael.) 

cup  ;  parting  cup. 
Doddie,  coia  intAouf  boms. 
Doiled,  dfled,  da.xed  j  ttvpxd ;  do- 


stunned.     "Auld  donnerl, 

dolaee. 
Doo,  doce. 
Dook,  duck  i  iffin 

Dookel,  doucat,  d 

Dookit,  V.  doukii. 

Doom  a,      used    intmsititely,    as 

"dooms  had,"  vtra  bad,  (mi 

o/d d  bad.) 

Doon,  do\on. 


Doup,  bottom  ;  butt-end. 

Dour  hard  and  impenetrable  in 
body  or  -mind. 

Dourlach,  (Gael.)  bundle;  knap- 
sack; lUeratty  satchel  of  arrotps. 

Dover,  neither  asleep  nor  aicaie  : 


Dow,  (pranounred  a*  in  haa.)  art 

able.     Dov/td,uas  able. 
Don,  (pron  annred  as  i  nitAo, )  dore  j 

Dowfd,/adrai  rapid;  decoyed. 

Dowf.  liolloui,  dull. 

"  laHe,   dolly,  duU:   melancholy; 

nbadheaUh;  in  badlunr. 

iwna,  canno(;  donot. 

)wn  bye,  doten  the  way. 

■ff-ppke,  W  o/fTain*. 
Drug,  draick,  dreck,  dreg .-  dregs ; 


Drsppi^  li 
powAedegg 


Drappit  egg, 
Drave,  drore. 
Dree,  suferj 


_,.,  —  dy;  slea;  tiresome. 

Dridder,  dntadour,  drntd,  /ear. 
Drigie,    dredgie,    dirgie,  ^ntrai- 

Dmghling.  cogbling.  u^«=in;  and 


'    ti^  rand  Ac  ettapi^  Sam^UI 

at  aill  of  hit  thi^ftaiM. 
Du  nsh  in,  jatging  tmmlki  -M  lis 

Dunt,  knock,  stroke,  or  Uni,  tbi 
produces  ■  dinorsooali  iliss 
,^ood  sizeable   pvrtisn  ^  ssy 

Dwlm^'  dwtim,  dwaum,  g«^; 


Eannaruich,  (Oael.)  stnmr  sua. 
The  pot  19  filled  with  btefa  nai. 
ion,  (not  any  particular  p*n.)H 
much  water  is  put  in  as  inll  a>- 
Ter  the  meat,  which  U  kept  bd- 
mering  until  it  is  fully  done,  »d 
vben  it  is  taken  out  the  fAiM- 
rich  is  what  an  Englirii  Csek 
would  call  double  ttock. 

Ear,  early. 

Eard,  e     "' 


Earded,  put  in  (Ae  carIA  ,■  infcrnd 
Ram,  eagle. 
r^sel,  easlmard. 


Rfiar  at  war,  aarlike  guitt. 
\dent,ay-doing !  dihfent;et 
'  '    ottcntirr. 


A,  eke.  odttotoi 

Rilding../uet. 
githly,  codify. 


een,  yeslerday,  nxn 
ler-cap,  alter-cou,  a 


Sstreen,  yesi 
properly  la 

Elter-cap,  at] 


El(le,aim;  intend. 
F:venmg,  campartnr. 
Ryidents,  rridfneea. 
RwF«i,  ruaresl;  eonUguavt. 


_.oicA(d. 

Droulhy,  droughty,  thirsty. 
Drow,  drijile  ,-  miiiHng  ra 
DnidginB-bni.jtour-ftoT  for 

ing  in  cookery. 
Dragsters,  druggists. 
Dry  mtillure,  aslricted  mill 

paid  to  one  mill  for  grain  ti 

ground  at  another. 
Duddy,  ragged. 


Dole,  do^ 
Dulse,  ■  ■ 


ilCB,n 


Highland  gentleman,  generallji 
IKc  codtt  of  a  favubi  of  rank, 
nnd  ishn  rrAwccd  >n*  Uue  ftam 


Fs'en./aH»n. 

Fa'ard,  faroured. 
ill  favoured. 

Fn.foe. 
I    Pae,  trae,Jrom 
'    Pae,  faie,  iMose ;  u 

Pailher, /otter. 
Patlour,  nucol  i  m 
Fal-lalls,   fbolUi 

FalJ^i/dloui. 
Palsec/alHi^Mrf. 


fT(ii^\v%'&,teAc«vitAa;^nrAynf^ 


a  larg*  fikt,  origuMllf  and  for 

aim  or  brtBd. 
i^atth,  fuberie,  tTmiblt- 
I'uhuiK,  taidns  or  ^tmg  Irtnible. 
'tahioui,  frouDluonu. 
'Mteni'iB'Bn,  VvMaa  e'en,  Sirnt 

'at,  viuU. 
i-auld,>U. 
^■und,  .Amnd- 

"■au'di/awiurjrf,    "Weel  feut'd,' 
vjiii/avoured;  good-looking. 

''■utiJrauUi  dtfmU;  aaiU. 

i'eal'ClTke,  twtf  o/mU/ar  an  si 


;  /oyaj. 


i^ar,  fser,  enJin 


't/A^itrmgAaTulnbitancei  part 
'a  tiling. _  ••  Best  feck,"  beUer 


Maiit  bck,"  fTcdlu 


i'eekleu  psun-Jia 


:pithlutlftf 
hating  btiriiy 


lueUiPinMrJ 

.J4  ,-  AtjicunJ  .. 
"  FackleM  bodr, 

'ell,  ilnmg  and  ficy.  "  Fell 
cloeld,"j(*r)r/«U(ne;  UrrihUftl- 
loa.    ^'PeirwiU,"WIWiar(i. 

'UL  btfalL 

'end,  oi/but ;  iui:  oul  bod  iho- 
M^rr  ;  pmridc  agairiMt  want. 

'ended,  prVBidcd ;  made  ih&t. 

^endiiiii,  providing ;  provinon. 

^eody,  t&ztr  in  providing. 

*ti\vL  ^elmdtT ;  rarity.  To  fer- 
lie,    lo  mmder. 

fickle,  madt  la  JUe  or Jldge;  put- 
xUj  dyfiaiU. 

'it,  tof,  acting  unactmmlabl]/,  at 
permnu  in  heaUK  and  soon  to  die 
art  tuppoud  to  do,  in  lome  latt 
and  txtraonUnaTy  effbrl. 

'uat  a  hml,  daiee  a  liang ;  drucc 
a  til;  UroDi  fiend,)  dmila  bit. 

i^kioft  flying,  JidgtUng  i  JUdU- 

riot,deM^ltpeitt. 
^jnner,  a  imatt  tclnlt. 
^ndaiufat,  Au^  of  Uahtning. 

(Irlot/biirtt  part  itfaloU  qfeom. 

'iraenlca^  finenleu,  iamai^tu, 
pitUeu;  iMOjt. 
lft,/aDt.-  t^. 

lamtDB,  iotNtv. 
'hub,  oimA  out  ToMv. 


ftirtt ,-  gidiit 


'  JBW,  guMt  i  man. 
<1oecb,  Jlatlcr  ;  uAtedU. 
■Icechmji,  /latiaring. 

loft  /right. 

•'letml,  Jrightmtd. 

•lomet,  flimil,  banMed;  txp^ied. 

r\aT,fiigUen. 

Hioiuniig,  JbtUering. 

niwMci;  OtToteauttht  Ugi  tiJc* 

7\j»lung,  fMtliini 
niik-nu-lui]F(,  ji 
M-Jlaii  girlt. 
m,  rMMx;  d4? 


Flun-giba,  Kjaibe. 

Plufiid  i'  Ihe  pan.  4 , 

wilhout  Jlring  Ac  barrtl  qf  Ott 

tunorjtitloL 
Fhinkie,  yiw/mon. 
Flite^lp,  ocold. 
Folk  tree  and  Kcbn,  (Ivabhoc^ 

a  lai^fui  freeman. 
FoUieOifoolitK/aMi/nt  in  droM. 
Foiheiin,far»fal>itri ;  aiicalort. 
ForbM  herida ,-  over  and  aboce. 
Font       10  llie  fort,"  remainiiiB 

ilih  in  tii^tmct;  ■]»  in/ronl 
Foretauld,  fortloid. 
Foi&im,  alumttid  by  fatigut  or 

decau;  lordyvtom  — ■ 
Porftillled,  farfattd. 
VoiioM^^'nyextuutaledviShJtg)^ 

ingiJaliguid  and  brcaVjit. 
ForgstEcred,  /ell  in  mt\. 
Fotgift/oryice. 
Poipet,  fourth  pari  qf  a  p«Jt. 
Foriit,  fontard. 


Foitalicft  a  keep ;failrmi t  c 
FouilH,  houae-Ue^. 
Poumart,  foulmart,  jaU-cat. 
Four-nwiked,  fmir-comerid. 
Fou.  IbH-,  fvll  I  tfruiut;  also  a 

piiAfvrk. 
Poy,  ieparling  fea^. 
Poiy,  »q/l  ono  rpongy. 
Frock,  ready  ;  avtr ;  fantard. 
PractiouB.  pccviiA. 
Pnio,  A™- 
pTampulj  unruij  ;  .^irwoni  ;  mil- 

amditiontd- 
FreiU,  &eali,  (upn-itiJiinu  obtax- 

Fmm,     fiBmmit,     fraim,    (nm'd. 

atrangt ;  not  rtlated. 
PrJated,  pal  itffjor  a  (inw. 


Prjated,  pot  tit 
FuV/utt 


Fiaiiinlsiia,,v.  EaaenleM. 

Funk,  funking,  applied  Jo  a  hor* 

iliciiitf  up  0\e  narvnthnaidaiix 

ing  aui  l\t  hieU. 
Funk,  funck.    "  In  a  funk,' 

fooli^  Perplexity. 
Eyie,  buttle;  trauSh 


<iiid,goad;  bar  qf  iron. 

Gae  dawn,  drinking  bout. 

Gaecf,  vent. 

Oas  wa',  go  avat;  b»e  dene    fW 

more  of  Oat 
Gun,  filing. 
Gaialu^  gotling. 
Oal,goai. 

Gaitl,gett,t(Aaii>tefvU#n,-  bM< 
Gano,  gone. 

GiinKraMieUiS  Alvinninf  to  iiaUi 

also  aBOfronl 
Gar,  nn,  ««fc«;  oimp^I. 
GannlaOi  (I'rO  gordex  ftaa. 
Giird,  modi ;  eomixUid  ;  eauttd. 
OaacnmihitQaeLeaBcnHn,)    ' 


fooi^iet  naedinibe: 


(brdig)iiDg  in  aiony  ground  ii4iare 

iroduced. 

Gash,  pi'otlte  i  ehalter !  gottip. 

Oash,  Bharp ;  ahrejed. 

Galp,  ifaji;  manner. 

Oa<hQnng-(xal,ttfie7vpiiit,  irhich 
was  seat  rouDdliv  ihr  Dotderen 
iu  (ilann  ibe  country  m  ume  of 
dnnEer.  db  Ihe  Jury  ci  o«  WBB  by 
ibpTiiBhlanders. 

GiiiliiTing  pea;.  galhennK  coU,  *i- 
,''.rr  ii/lhim.  mil  into  thejtrt  at 
i'>d't.  icilh  the  aahis  goAered 
.iri'Tiiid  U,  to  presdrve  ignition 


'ooden  frames  on  trhiA  a 

GaUK<:t%^^an. 
GawHie,  plump  ;  jolly ;  pcrllf. 
Gay,  prelly.     "  Gay  cuot',"  pretty 
good.     ■'GiiviearT"UyaM. 
Gear,  gaodsi  drist :  'liwpinaU. 
Gecked,  lotted  Iht  head  ;  jeered. 
Geiien  ed,  gci  saend .  je^ii'i  i  n  j;  loiAy. 
Gell,  bral. 


Gey  ahaip,  prelly  thai 
le,"  prttly  good. 

Giei'iirf, 


lUi      h'     foo    gill     wet-Clot.a 

g    ootin        vJo  had  to 

rry       mai       or       rnokttnd 


orjritlg 
alureddog. 

ea   (At 

G         Bid,    OOP 

"  In    El  (umMi 

■  lA  poc  h  sburdeti, 
nthigi  thg  '^■„-^ 


;    du     g  Elk         hi    ndtd !  idle ; 
ilam  ur     magical      eeepHaa   itf 


Glar  ■  b1      onoiutufa    {UjuM. 


E  GLOSSARY. 

Q\iB,  tUmptt  I  ihort  tlnu;  also  a  t  Hack,  \uxt,  radtinattai 

trfi.ll,  flinXpK. 

GlDaminc,  tmlighi. 
GlowT,  Klowerins,  tl 
G\ancL/ratt!7i:  glo 
Gomeril./oal,'  iltKk 
OosKpna,  goagiprie, 

Goutbf  drop, 

Gowan,  daity.  Halfled,  domiditd. 

Go*k,  cuctoo ,-  /ool.  '  Hag,  a  ytar'i  cuttint 

Oo'xlmg,lviU!tins;noity;tetild\Bi!.    Hogg,  bruthaxiod. 

Gowpen,  gowpin,  at  much  aa  both    " — ''" '  -' — 

handt  held  logeiher,  wilh   the  | 


'!im5t,  k 


Havuifp), 


liori/y;    HafEts,  Iwif-heaiU ;   Iht  ndu  pf 


GruldBn.    mcai    ground 

qucnt,  or  hand-mill. 
Graff;  great  graci. 

Griil^.  Aameu. 
OramaaheSifaiftrireocAii 


«  both    HaggB,  pi 

"sgeica,  nBRg 

J4,  ioilTd'"' 


MleJ^ui 


jraled  by  Burns  RB 

■•  Oiit/laino/Uu padding  ract." 

HiiU,  hale,  wAoJf.    "Hatl  o'  my 

■in,"  all  my  num.    "  Hale  and 

feer,"  whole  and  ailin. 

i    Hallan,  varlUian  bttitrtn  Ihi  door 

and  0u  fire-place. 


Gran,  grand;  (Swedish,  ^rann,)    Hallanshaker.  ftUaxr 

;  tturdy  beggarly  »ramp 


lake  hit 
haltan:  _ 
Haltiona,   r 


G  ree,  agree  i  alao^  inc ;  repalal  ioi 

Greed,  gretdinesu. 

Greeshooh,  peal  fire  pHtd  an  II 

Greet,  greclinn.  twep  atenint- 


nrewaome,  horrible. 
Grlce,  auexinevig 
Griddle,  r.  <»rdle. 

Grilse,  gilse,  gray ;  a  f 

man.  Hone,  h 

Grip,  gript.  i  Honile, 
GAi^h  lot  gtippie,grtpe /or  gripe,  |  Hank,  r 

finr  play  in  arettting.  Hap,  bt 

Xi^tia.  laid  hold  qf.  "  - 
GnpplG<  grtptng ;  gretdy 


Hamely,  homely :  JdmUiar. 
HamihacUe,  (a  tie  the  haul  of  a 
horeeoranctomeo/ilt/oreleg!. 
Hand-waled,  cAsieti ,-  pirked  out 

not  tine  aaay. 
■;  great  aeat. 


caltU. 

Heart- scald,    heart- KU^  Aor^ 

Hcarlaome,  rAeer/ul. 
Heather,  healh.     "Hcalkama." 

ilaUc  ifktaUi. 
Healber-bludera. 

/romlktircryina 

and  detcentt  in  th 

Heck  and  manflKT.  nKtamliu 

gcr.  "  Living  at  hack  and  mi 
ger."  applied  to  one  iMs  ta>  (th 
into  ipiariera  viitre  erery  Min.' 
it  armforlabic  and  jJnUmu 

Heckled,  haekltd. 

Ueeie,  htritt  ,■  raitt  up. 

Hellicat.  ha{f-u!illed. 

^\cmpie. rogue  :  geLUovt-oppli;t^i 
/or;-' —  "^ "--- ' 


Hen-CBvey,  hta-coep. 

Herded,  kept  Aeep. 

Herds,  keepert  t^f  cattle  trr  Attf 

Hemeld,  on  acknotrMgmat  if 

Hership,  plunder. 

Heree,  Hoarse. 

Heap,  hank  of  yam. 

Het,  hot. 

HeuRh,  prreipilaut  arditit) 

holloa  dtlt. 
Hsufjh-head,  head  iff  Ihi  dif;  im 

hold  of  UK  gltn   betmtji  f^ 

HiciwrT-pickery  u  etoirn'i  Gw 


GriBBarl,  groserl,  goottbcrry. 

Onie,  ihuader. 

Grumach,  iil-faToartd.  \ 

Grund,  gnjund,  bottom- 

Gude,  good. 

Oude-damo,  grandmolhtr. 

Gu de-man,  hutband. 

Giide-sirc,  grand/other.. 

Ov,ea\eaed, guetled;  beentheguui 

nf- 
Guffaw,    gafliiw,    loud    buret    qf 

laughter. 
Guided,   uttd;    takm   care   of: 

Gulaarda,  gysarts,  djtguited  per- 

toeal  mutie  for  monty  about  tht 
time  iif  tTiri«inia»  and  iVne- 
Year^aday. 
Gully,  large  knife. 

Ouain^-iroD,  a  laundrett't  imoath- 

auller-blaods,  canaille. 

Gy,  rape. 

Gyre-carling.  fiaj';   viird-titler ; 


Ted  for  icarjnth  or  tecuj-ify- 

napBhackle,  (used  in  ihe  south  < 

Scolland  Tor  hamahechlc)  lo  ti 

thifiirifeelof  a  korie  together  I 

He  the  fare  and  hind  foot  o/on 

Ha'rle,  "li'ar'     '"i"    "'^S    " 
^roiinrf.  ^'Hsrlesnold  man' 


Hash,  a  cLumty  alovtn. 

Hassock,  any  thing  thick,  buahy, 
and  ill  arranged. 

HatKick,  haslock,  IJrom  halse- 
lock.)  throat  lock,  or  Jnorc  buthy 
portion  of  the  fleece  of  aheep, 

ral  and  tett  improrcd  anidilion. 


a  hat,"  takinnoff 


Hat,"'givinBOr 
the  hat  inhia 
(batted,  or  hatt 

buaermiik. 


Flauld^AoIiti;  placet  qfraorl. 
Hauae,  throat ;  t.  Hslae. 
HaincA,  tdUuii  f wilUhbi,  or  wU 


lite,  ga  in  ha*ti 
HiDtierlandi,    I 


Hirdie-girdie,  tD]wy-(urT!i ,-  in 

Hirple,  jBolk  lamely  ;  hoit. 
Hirael,  more  Jbnrard  with  a 


or  lying poature.upanOtirr"'^ 
or  othtrwite,   by  meant  -'  "^ 

H?S^C«: 

Hoiste  c.  chotat. 
Hobbilrhow,    cin\fu*id   tidiwr 

Hoddle,  leaddU. 

Holm,  flat  ground  along  Vu  ibt 

of  a  riser.     Died  in  Us  Jiort 

tot  itland. 
Hoodie-crtv  a,  haodtd-eroKi. 
Hool,  huil.  h-uU!  catering :  alaut 

Hooiy  and  CuiW,/air  and  t^. 
Horae-cowper,  hont-dadcT. 


HumdndgBODiiu 

ado  ahiMtlieOt 

.  HumlB,  hnmM^ 


6L0S8ARV. 


Oiing :  ftml  ou(  .*  t  n  Tnoiem 

HiiWi^  wpfiffj  la  indiBidiiah 
met  0*  K  sly  hound,"  "a  lot 
hoQudt"  a  a^fithi  greedy^  rapa 
gigug,  auirkine  fiuoa^  imo  irii 
aUb  tmpfoy  /ai,-  orfiui  mtan 
fyr  Ou  attainm^BjU  nfhit  purport 
Houwwiie'Blup,  hiMBetkap,  binui 


Hurdiei,  ballockt. 
HatB,  wliort. 

Hurley- hHckp[«,  tnuJ/  traught  or 
alcdgtM  in  vihiA  people  u^^^tjr- 


ly-haciUil 
Hurler-houM 


' I  play. 


Jsckmin,  a  Timn  Dial  atari  a  sharl 

mKijatk  or  Jacket. 
Jagg,  prick  tt  ■  pin  or  iham. 
Jagger,  ptdlar. 
JalODK,  T.  jealous. 
JaMd,iadd.jadc:  man. 
JauftBi  pedtai-a'  waUeie. 
Jaw,  aare ,-  aba  pchilani  loquaei- 

Jawing,  umbdaHng  ;  rolling  mi- 

Jealous,  praammced  jalooae,  (u>- 
jiuf ,-  guua. 


i,mf.,ttim:  thoH. 
Jimplj', tar(/)i;  trartely;  hanUy. 
Jink,  a  quick  tluaory  turn. 
Jinkeliag  aboul,  gadding  oboul. 
JifblinB,  vourint  out. 
Ilk,  Ilka,  «uh.  ^'Of  that  ilk,"  ^ 
ihe  lame,  a*  "Knockwinnockof 
thai     ilk,"    Knocktcinnock    qf 
Knockwinnock. 
lkB-days,«cryfIay(;  lettkdayt. 
It,  bad:  diSmU;  eril. 
Il-ftir'd,  ail-fanmnd;  u/ly, 
ll-sel,  tpUefiil;  iU-naturid. 
ll-aorled,  ill-tuittd  ;  ill-maTiagtd. 

nSTjj"-    "InBle-«idaj"A'-"j't. 
"inifienooli,"  comer  by  the  Jtrc. 
Ingeer,  glean  com,  Ac. 
In  ower  snd  out  owet,  pmiHvtiy 


jocteleg,  riatp-knife. 

Joes.  tuMtlhearU. 

JOURB,  pillory. 

Jowins,  Me  wmngxng  noue  qf  • 

large  bell. 
Jawk.  iouk, 
JowkeTy.pai 

trick: 
I'ae,  Iihall. 
Jiinrified,  madtBit  victim  nf  jia- 


KaiLoDfcwffrJ.-co/iiwrtKnip.  "K»il 
lhioufdithereek,"aga)dTating! 
.tpod_,^'-'-— 


r^fMad? 


Kail -rs  III,  rabble,  ^.g^,,^,^ 
Kaim,  a  Dani^/ortijioitUdion. 
Kame,  nttnb. 
Kane,  kaiu,  canit,  duly  paid  bjr  a 

tsnanl  lo  faii  landloid  in  tggi, 

fpwlt,^. 
Xeb,  to  eait  lamb. 
Kebback,   kebbocfc,    kebbuck.   a 

£flb^WB,  an  «ud  thai  hat  lo4t  hot 

lamb. 
Kehbie,  nigral  J  cJui  ;  mijrA  uuU< 

Kmlpetp. 

KeekinR-glaM,  lookint-glai*. 

Keekit,  peeptd. 

Keel,  ruddte ;  red  dialk,  tqft  ilon, 

for  marking  lAap. 
iCeelyvine,(keyir»«n.ljim;  paaii 

qf  Hack  or  rtd  lead. 
Eellv,  Jini  qf  abtanptr.     "Takr 

keliies  rotuda,"  no(  drint  /aii 

nip-wlt  in  ordtr  lo  fte  jinMi  in  a 

Kemping,  ttrMng  /or  viclory,  ai 
reapira  on  a  karveatJUId,  ^lc. 

Kemple,  /arty  iritpa  or  vindlingt 
(oioMi  a  lbs.  (Ocft)  nfatratc. 

Ken,  knoa. 

Kend,  known. 

Kennm',  Keniung.  knovrins  •  also 
•mall  portion ;  a  lillte. 

Ketispeckle,  gaxing-^ock. 

EenL,    cudgel ,     rough    laalking 


[Qt,  (/S  ihilabee  or  Aort  pillicoat 
<^ a  Highlander.     "To  kill,"  io 

^mmeT.t:iimaU!t,goaaip:idlegat- 

Uai    aaUow's.     TTie  galloaa   at 
Crieff  was  BO  called,  probably 


il,  paif  I 


■nders.  when  paating 
id  greal  respecl  to  it,  be- 
cause U  had  OHitled  at  thtlai- 
momenta  of  aa  many  qf  Uui\ 
/rienda  and  relati — '  --j- — 


_-  ,-  ronfuaum. 
Kipper,  ralmon  aaltid  and  amoke- 
dritd  ;  also  in  tAe  atate  qfapavn ' 

Elrk,  diurA. 

Kim,  lAurn. 

Kirsten,  kinen.  chrialtn. 

"■■-'— '■-ftening. 


Eirtl^  rotm ;  mantle,  or  pellicoat. 
"at.ehetl;  trunk;  mffin. 
'cnen,    any   Iking    tati 


bread,  ruch  aa  butler,  dueae,  ifv- 
(o  giic  il  a  teliih.  Hunger  » 
guds  kitchen,"  hunger  u  goad 
aauce.  "Bread  to  bread  is  use 
kitchen."  i(  forma  no  enjoyment 
ahrre  indieidualt  only  qf  nu 

Kilchen-fH'.  drippinga. 
Eilb,  ocTuatn/ance. 
Eilile,  tickliah,  in  aU  iu  scnssa. 
Kittled,  tickled. 

Killted,  briedtd,  i.  e.  brought  forth 
young ;  applied  oaly  lo  some  do- 


1  Knappinft  (gna|>piiig,)En^li,  nf- 


fuAing  to   aptak  Jin*  viOiait 

knowing  hov. 
Knave  bami,  nun  diild. 
Knave,  aenanti  miU^aboy. 
Knavesbip,  mill-dua  paid  to  Us^ 

knavta  or  atrtanta. 
XneveUol,  nevelled.  beat  tioUntly 

mliilhtjtila. 
Knov,  knoll,  riting  ground  ;  hU-l 

Snmea,  c.  Cremea. 
Kyloes,  Highland  cattle. 
Kyle,  (kit,)  btUy. 
Krlhe,ienn,'  appear,-  miAttoa^ 

Kylfliene.  v.  keelyvine. 


Laid,  load. 

Laid  tUl  her,  aaarded  lo  htr  by 

fat< !  /lid  tu  her  charge. 
Lai  Eh.  loir.  Lniafacrt>ris,(inf  hrinf 

.fiililtflT  inferior  quality. 

Laive^  lave,  therett;  iihatltltfl. 
t,e.m\\et,  lame  peraoH  i  cripple. 
Lamping,    btaJing ;    also    going 
quickly  and  iciih  long  alridta. 

Lane,  "his  lane,"  hima^  oione. 
"By    their    lane,"      Bianaiivat 

Land,  (ui  towns.)  a  building  in- 


Lot,  W.    "L»ibt";rf, 
Lntch,  dub  i  mire. 
Larjch,  Juir;  euttomi  If 


lane,"  dear  ae\f  alone. 

Leg-bad,  "logive  Ics-oail,"  to  nm 

Leglin-ginh,  girth  qf  a  milk-patL 
Leghna,  milk-pailt. 
Lei-a-ha,  If    • 

Let  on,  acti ^_, 

Lei  thai  flee  slick  U 

that  tdone. 
Lethehnp.      (annin;     Ou   hU*i 

Leugh,  laughtd. 
Levai,  lightning. 
Lick-paiuiy,  a  grttdy  tovlauMptr- 

L^C'ky. 

Lift  csdte,  make  a  prey  qf  cottft. 

"  LiTt  tvnla,"  calltct  rent*. 
Liften,  eaMe-dtalera. 
'.ipfatly,  s/ifU. 
Jke- wak^l^te-  wak4^  isutoHlig  > 


LQt,  carol ;  Hvtfy  air. 
Limnur,  a  lotui  woman. 
ljiDking,italiing  quidtlv  and  light- 

Links,  Aif  lajutf  ground  on  Su 

Lippen,  rely  upon  i  irutt  la. 
Lipping,    maJcing  nolcftu  on  Ihc 

edfi  qf  a  nwrS  oi-  knife. 
Lippit,  nobJud. 
hippy. /irurlh  part  qfapack. 
Liin,  joint. 

Ljtbe,  piiani ;  luppU. 
Loan,  lane ;  cndeted  road. 
Loanin,  loanlDji.  grecmieard  on 

mAuA  coos  an  milktd. 
Loch,  laic. 

Lock,  tmali  quantity  i  kan4f*il. 
iMo.ltne. 
Loof,  Lui£  paim  qftha  hji 

■nie  of  tt-    '--'"    ' 


.._.   .it  tbe  \aoS," 

VooVit^  lookid. 

Loom,  imp  Jem  en  ( ;  vtatL 

Loon,  loun,  rogue:    ruttie  boy; 

nauehly  wonuin.    Tbe  word  ii 

ofbolbgendera. 
Loop,  (Gael)  (""^ '/a  "W. 
Loopy,  erq/ty ;  daei(fiil. 
Looaome,  lorely. 
Looten,  permilttd. 
Lound,  ralm  !  loa  and  theUtrtdi 

tlitl ;  tran/juU. 
Loundu,  icEere  itunntnx  Uoa. 
I.ounder,  qideier. 

Louping-ut  i 


Mawking,  maullun,  Ac.. .. 

Hawn,  nuHHdL 

Maybifi,  it  may  bt;  perliapi. 

Miyhip,  it  may  Aitppm. 

Mtzed,  amaxtS. 

Wen,  mart. 

Heg  dotts,    Mucy    Meg ;    taucy 

H^kle, mucA ;  gnai;  targe;  big; 


M^mh',  a 


Heilhs,  DiBLhi,  eggt  qf  Uu  k 


jjy  upon  meat. 
Mai  hi,  marla: 


.■liL 


ibyichidtmugtU 
the/tr. 


Loup  itiG  dyke,  Ui 
briakoutlifor  irtk 

Low,  jfam*. 

LovBible,  loetabUl    prai 


Mull,  payable  rent. 
Maibog,  Jam. 
M«il-p«rer|  rent-paya: 
Mailed,  (with  ihs  bluid,)  mixed. 
Mflinio^  b^tnoonin^. 
Huns,  atmttae. 

M(iiBt,niwt;  olmotl. 
MiiBIBrfii',  imperurae ;  vialtnl. 
Mautary,  poiew. 
Hajoting,  todeing  and  talking  btg. 

Xaiuitiai,  nil  purpoits  nilindi- 


ifSSC! 


m,Umdmarkti  taiuuiariw. 


OLOSBARY. 
Marrow,  matdi;  matt;  ont  ft/"  " 

Miin,  Vu/atted  arm,  or  vhaterer 
anirnat  u  tlaughtered  at  JIAirfiil- 
mat/or  winter  proritian. 

Haahtum,  niLiecf^ain. 

Maik,  math;  in/uaa. 

Masluns-lBt,  moiA'lui. 

Maukin,  hare 

Maun,  mtut. 

HsunaerinK,  paimnringi  talking 


Haw, 


I,  (unM  eu  tcyOt.) 


aa  mucA  fnoi  OM  it  ground 
'    Btiru ;    inter- 


Menae,  manners;  vu/dtraHiin. 

Menuni',  mannirly ;  modaL 

Mcai.  mate. 

MesHin,  a  LUtU  dog. 

Hickte,  V.  miikle. 

Midden,  dunghiU, 

Midaea,  gnaU. 

MigGlna,  miglil  not. 

Mim,  prim ;  prtcitt. 

Minced  coltopB,  mintidbtef. 

Minnie,  maminit^  infutiiie  word 

Mint,  aim;  altanpt;  mdtaTour. 
Mirlcdorfc    Pit  mirk,  tpiek  xniik,) 

Mirliooea,  diiiinctti  megrinu  in 

thehead. 
HiscaM,  Tniieoiied;    abuied  and 

ealted  namei. 
Miachiere,  da  a  miidat/lo. 
MiagURRlad,   mangled  and  dttfi- 

giirea;  rumpUaand difordertd. 
MTileai'd,  ill-taughl ;  iU-bred. 
Mislippen,  neglect,  alao  lutptct  and 

ditajtpoint. 

Mialer!  need.  "  Mister  wight," 
child qf  Tucetnly ;  dmbtfiilcha- 

Hiatrysl.  ditappoint  bv  bKaluns 
■nengagemeal;  itecetie;  uieiU. 

Hither,  moilia: 

Mitlani,  worttid  glotet  icom  ty 
the  lower  ordere. 

Miralea,  meatlei. 

Moola,  V.  moula. 

Moor-ill,  a  dieeaet  among  cattle. 

Monjr,  many. 

Morn,  "the  morn,"  to-morroa. 

Hornm',  morning,  morning  dram. 


Mondiwarp,   moadiwail,   mould- 
Houla,  mooli.  aortlk )  Uu  rroet. 


lugs,  the  large 

[ufime,  (Gael) 

[uJa,  mouldtl  cbA  or  Hit  lixi 


Muir-pouia,  (pouta,)  yam/ fmti. 


Mutseona 
Mulch,  IK 


Naig,  no*. 
Nain,  oan. 
NeinMll,  oim-tetf. 
Napery;  table  linen. 

Naehgab,  (mperfinenf  dialler, 

NaihelesB,  neretthtUtt. 

cIdh,-  namnt;  niegar^ 
hand,  near-at-iana!ntarlt, 

Neb-bil],  nwe ;  point  iff  aaySaat. 

Neebot,  neighbour. 

Needna,  need  not. 

Ne'er- be-lickit,      nothing    wUA 

could  bclickidup,  by  dog  or  lati 

abeotuteiy  nothings 
Ne'er-do- weela,  K^Kgratee;  xre 


Noat,  nigheet ;  ntxt. 
NcutnoD*;  wmir. 
Nevelled  t.  KncvcllnL 
NevDV,  nnVreir. 

Ntw-'fangted,  muh/aikiomd:  en- 
iirosnd  jeith  mmc  notetty. 

^'lc■3l-ny^■kcla  trinkete  i  p  imcrach . 
N"k -Slicks,  notditditickntatiia 

t^KWfiu:'.  handfuL 
Nifl-pr,  cr^haiige. 
Kitfy-nnSy,  Jailidioui ;  etnuxiiti 

i.,<dJinUd 
Nighl-cowl,  nisft/eop. 
Noiied,   knoited.  rapped:  elnui 
forcibly  againal;    at    "NnMd 

Iheir  hcada,"  knocked  keadt  kt 

gether. 

Norland,    norlh-land ;   belaKsixt 

lo  Ihi  north  country. 
N ounce,  nurit. 
Naul,  nowt.  nolt,  black  catUt. 
Nudge,  jof  uiJA  [Ac  cOmi  H  a  hiBi 


Od!  OddIamincM(i>aA,«iiti«u« 

one  Utter. 
Odd-comS'ahortly,  a 

fat  off;  eactept. 
u^j  oy.  oye.  grandtidld. 
nfl-come,  corns  igt  aatpe. 
Ohon,  ohonaiil  nnleij.)  olot/M 

Ondint/otf  qfraiBorano* 
OnfalEToUin/  on ;  lOnA. 
On^ueJiL  inrvul;  hmUl*  oW 
iiDRj  aaoA, 


Onr,  any. 

Or,  erti  btfinr, 

OniiQU,  BTOiiuiry  ;  ammon  ;  ut 

Om,M{d;  not  tnn&Aot;  lAof  m 

Oftkr-wiie,  wotnon  IbU  JbB|X  < 


OwBr,i>*tr. 

OlwtlT.  DTI. 

Owerisf,  o' 


^'Start  I ,.      _   . 

a  rat*  relatiTir  lo  mar^ta. 


'•^f^P^!?'^,  ron»i«; 


Pte&Puch,  Soibr. 

Pndb,  7(ttl< ,'  (fajTi  plaughtl^! 

Pnd^  Iramp,  ib  dolhsa  in  >  Mb ; 

iko  Wkorl  and  im^uJar  ifqx, 

*uch  u  of  children. 
Puk,  AMf. 

Puu,  Mow*  ;  a  haatinr. 
PtlnMtimi,  woUnnr  ftt^..-,. 
Pinna,  crainnuil ;  tiafftd. 
Pmuer,  kt^ier  <if(ht  pontrn. 
PanSe,  ottmtatiim  ditptay 
Parocluiie,  poriiA. 


litijinnhi. 


fringt,  4' 
P>t,pof. 


t,  guardtd  witt  loca, 


P«t,pul. 

Pitiiok,  pasDick,  portrick,  pertnck, 

PMtlat  plougtmaf. 

Puichn',  hmiahbi. 

Pauk,^. 

Pawkr,  wify;  ilv;  (IraUsr,  iut  not 

mi*ent«mni*te. 
Pearlina,  ptarhngi  i  tact. 
Poaae-boBle,  ttareamt. 
Peaaeweep,   pseaeweep,   pNweet, 

lamping. 


P«d,  aptaciq/'ifrni^  or/orfi- 
jCeafian,  in  genenl.  In  particular, 
It  BBniBM  a  ib-OTif  Aoto,  U<  dt- 
/mca  oTyidA  an  qf  arlli  dili- 
td  wiM  Kmi<r,  ttrtnglhrTud 
ui&^litadtM. 

P«bL  Ptd-kmut,  in  Iba  Border 
coonlin,  ia  o  iniaU  «?U(irc  tinker, 
hdU  ^  (tone  and  (inu. 

Peengin.  nAlnin^ . 

Paor,  iNwr ;  alio  a  pear. 

Psane,  Wi  ipiRnfnjr  (op,  Mf  to 
mstunM  (A«puU  vo  (Jrin^,  in 
plow  nf  being  vldmtd. 

Psme,  atriaiti ;  muinctoiu. 

Pa^unc,  peclujw,   pufinr   < 


'ellIck,pdlodc,  ]>0F 
~  «Mt,  a  buUtt. 


play  cradura  formed  of  qnill 

PanDyilane,  ilent  guoit. 
Ptoay,  proud  and  coniMed. 
PsIIls,  inAilge  I  treat  ataptt. 
Phmainfu    palavtring ;    maicmg 

lottgorjint  tpitdttt. 
Pick,  piiJnxe ;  aliopUc^ 
"ick-mirk.  dart  ai  pitek. 
'ickla.Frainqf  eomi  wmaBquan- 

lUxt^anvOuTiM.    '' Pickle  id  our 

Bin  pockoeuk,    B^ipp/y  mriOta 

frtm  our  men  iMant. 

Ck-miw,  a  tmail 

ciarhui.  ihf 

Plga,  plggB,  mic*ery.ipari 

Pilaiewmkl,  iiufrinnnU* /or  ior- 
'".rine  Oujlnger:    SeePinny- 

Ppchen,  iron  c7-oi». 

Pinging.  uUerine  /leble,  frmiaent. 
aw  tomewhat  puoiWi  com^ 
plainli,  A  nckly  apoUed  child 
la  called  a  pinging  Aing. 

Pingled,  painted;  pul  la  difficulty. 

Pinner,  a  cap  teith  lapped,  iormerly 
WDm  by  women  ofruik. 

Pinnywiziktea,  a  board  vilh  hola, 
into  thUhOwJingtr*  art  Omut, 
and prttnaupan  mih  pig;  ai 
a  tptnif  o/  iorhtre. 

-  Int,  tm  Enpliah  quarlt. 
Pioled,  pytbiSd. 

Pjpefllaple,  tt^acco-ilapper ;  alao 
Broken  tabatjfclai^tobafoipipiM. 

Pirn,  ioiWn ;  the  bobbin  e/  a  ipin- 
niTig  ithicl ;  tA<  reed,  or  fuiU 
hoboinin  aveavet^a  vmttl- 

ih,  itttngOt. 

-  .ibiore,  tranting  strength. 
Plack,  a  cofipcr  coin,  eauai 

Aird  pari  of  onEngliili  j 
PlaiintansB,'  Uic  pavement. 
"  eniBlung,^mi/«rt. 
_  hokK  piaagh. 
Pleugh-petlle,  ploagh-tlaff. 

.  iakieah  mirdiietaut  trida. 

P  01,  ersid. 

PlutlJc,inu;f«iu-int 

Ploy,  tmidayment :  liai-mla*  fro- 


Poutheitd,    pmadtndi    cmudt 
ilighll^  ealUd. 
....-„    ^„« ^.   j,^^ 

Pownoy,  wmc. 

Powaowdie,  iluej^i  htad  btoUi; 
milt  and  meal  boiled  logtlher ; 

ans  mixture  qf  inamgruout 
frtt  nf/ood. 

owlerum.  pockerinfc  poltering, 
groping  among  the  ai/iee ;  or 
pokering  ineeaantlji  in  the  ^rc; 
rummaging  in  Ac  Sort. 

Prally,  pretty. 

Preceeiel^,  preriniir. 


W,  iaile  t  proBi  6y  tailing. 
naesd,  entreated  tametUfi  plaad- 
eahard;  higgled/or  a  bargain, 
Propiie,  pidiliih  i  diedoat. 
Promne,  a  preaent ;  Wfl. 
Public,  pubtie-hjAtae;  van. 
Puddinga,  gala ;  lanaagta. 
Pnn,  poop. 
Pupil,  pulpH. 
" ""   pond,  pound 

n,  dolhed. 

Pulled  a  ilane,  pUdud  a  atone. 
ting  the  alone  ia  a  very  Ud 
IKth  and  noHAem  grmnaatie 

Pyal,  magpie. 
Py)uu  picked. 

Q- 

Qjuich.  email  drinJcing  cup. 

auirlen,  lodgttga. 

Quean,  youn^  uonun.  The  term, 
like  (He  Enf^ish  wcRcA,  Is  bodw- 
•■~ea  uaed  jocularly,  Ihou^  of- 
— ai  diampeccniUy. 

4ue■n^  wenAta. 

Que«ry-madan),  n 


Plufl!p/jr,-  kairdriiier'a 
Pnck,  poke,  pouch  ;  bag. 


Poorfu',  poiitrfiil. 
Poortilh,  poverty. 
Poetry,  pouiry,  pouttry. 
Poala,poula,pm/'*,'jiaiuv#raiue, 

PowlinSi  AuUMnct  ^urlinr ,- Hp- 

Poaa,  dmrit  I  board  qfmanej/, 

Ponercanier,  potiinger.apoMaary. 

Pouch,  pocket. 

PouH,  pouie,  poos,  puA;  alight, 


Rade,mle. 
Raei,rou. 
Rafl^pcmn  qfworthUioduiracleri 

Raip,  rape  i  rope. 

Rsi,  raired,  oufery  ;  from  mar. 


RampaUiona,  rvtte  romp*. 
Rampiuging,  ra^'n*  onii  atom- 
tng  t  ptaneing  aiaut  uith  /urf, 
llva-*1»ni,Jbniardi  ttmighttetai 

Randy,  rCofouj,-  dicDrderly. 
Rsnloch,  coaric   mtd^td  aooOm 

RiWiareea,  worthlete  runagatei. 

Ripiciluani,  nucalt. 

Itaae,niH. 
,  Rlth,  reoiijf ;  TUiot;  earjjf. 

Riltan,  roldn,  rotton,  titt. 

RanolelMe,  nndlctree,  niitl«tre«^ 
IhtbtamAoinvhiAthetrookii 
tiapended  wAire  Ihtrt  ia  no 
grate  j  ilio  a  tree  chocen  itilh 
tiao  6raneAec,  which  arc  cnl  abort, 
and  ten  lomavhat  in  the  form  of 
the  letter  T,  aet  cloae  lo  ar  built 
Into  tha  gable  of  a  collage,  lo 
auppon  one  end  of  the  ro^-lrm- 

Rave,  fore. 

RsTcJled,  enlangud!  tm^atd. 
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KaXf  ttretch. 

Raxing,  rtaAinf  ;  ttr^Uhing. 
Reaving,  open  violent  ihieving. 
Red,  to  interfere  and  Meparaitt  a» 
in  two  people  fighting:  todisai' 
tangle;  clear^  and  jmt  in  order. 

Red,  redd,  rede,  advice ;  adviae, 

Redder's-Iick,  r.  Redding-straik. 

Redding,  unravelling ;  putting  to 
rights. 

Redaing-came,  large-toothed  comb, 

Redding-straik,  a  stroke  received 
in  attempting  to  separate  combo' 
tants  ill  ajray ;  a  blow  in  re- 
turn/or  oJUious  interference. 

Redd  up.  put  in  ordei\ 

Rede,  advise. 

Redshank,  Highlander  with  bus- 
kins qf  red  deer  skin  with  Uis 
hair  outwatds ;  applied  also  as 
a  nickname  to  a  Highlander,  in 
derision  of  his  bare  limbs. 

Red-wud,  stark  mad. 

Reek,  smoke. 

Reekie,  smoky. 

Reek,  reik,  nnk,  coarse;  exploit; 
adventure  ;  frolic. 

Reeving,  reiving,  reaving,  robbing. 

Reird,  v.  rair. 

Reise,  ryse,  twig. 

Rejses,  cut  brushwooa  ;  shimbs. 

Reist,  stop  obstinately ;  stick  fast 
in  the  m,iddle. 

Rejsted,  stopped ;  stuck  fast. 

BjEASisAy  roosted ;  smoke-dried, 

Reisting,  restive ;  having  the  habit 
of  shopping  as  a  horse. 

Rickle,  heap  of  stones ;  or  peals^  tf-r. 

Riding-days,  days  of  hostile  incur- 
sions on  horsebcMc, 

Rief,  robbery. 

Rievers,  robbers. 

Rievinc:    See  Reeving. 

Riff-raff:  rabble. 

Rig,  ridge  of  land;  course;  path. 

Rigg,  wild  adventure;  dissipated 
frolic. 

Rigging,  back;  ridge;  roof. 

Rigging- tree,  roof -tree. 

Rin,  run. 

Rinthereout,  run  oitt  of  doors;  gad 
about;  vagabond. 

Ripe,  sear<^. 

Ritt,  rip;  tear;  cut;  applied  al- 
most only  to  the  surface  of  the 
fjoond. 

Rive,  r(/3! ;  split ;  rend  ;  tear. 

Riven,  rent;  torn. 

Rizzer'd,  half-salted  and  half- 
dried  Jish. 

Rock,  dxaiaff. 

Rokctay,  short  doak. 

Roopit,  hoarse. 

Roosc,  ruae,  extol;  praise. 

Rotten,  red. 

Roughies,  withered  boughs ;  a  sort 
of  rude  torch ;  also  dried  heath. 

Round,  roun,  ^isper. 

Roup,  auction. 

Rouping,  auctioning. 

Roupit,  roui>ed,  sola  by  auction. 

Rouping  wife,  saleswoman^  who 
Bttenaa  roups. 

Rousted,  rusted. 

Routh,  plenty. 

Routing,  roaring;  bellowing;  wno* 
ring. 

Roving,  rating ;  delirious. 

Row,  roll. 

Rowan-tree,  viountain-ash. 

Rowed,  rolled. 

Rowt,  roar  like  a  bulL 

Rubbit,  robbed, 

Rudaa,  lywdff,  haggard  old  woman. 


GLOSSARY. 

Rug,  fullf  dof  cheap  bargain, 
RuKipng,  pulUng  roughly, 
RuUions,  shoes  made  qfuntanned 

leather. 
Rund,  rand,  selvage  of  broadcloth  ; 

list. 
Rung,  a  rough  undressed  staff. 
Runt^  an  old  cow;  also  the  stalk qf 

colewort  or  cabbage. 

S. 

Sa,  sap,  so. 

Sack  and  fork,  Lat  fossa  et  furca, 
i.  e.  drowning  and  hanging. 

Sack  doudlinfl^  bagpimng. 

Sacklesa,  aaikleflB,  sakeless,  inno- 
cent. 

Sain,  bless  against  evil  ir^uence  ; 
literally,  sign  with  the  sign  of  the 
cross. 

Sair,  sore;  very  much. 

Salvage,  savage, 

Sandy  laverock,  sand  lark;  san- 
derling. 

Sap,  sop, 

Sapeless,  r.  Sackless. 

Sark,  shirL 

Saugh,  sallow  broad-leaved  willow. 

Saul,  soul ;  mettle. 

Saulie,  a  hired  mourner. 

Sau  tfat,  pickling  tub  ;  beef  stand. 

Saut,  salt. 

Sautfit,  sait-dish. 

Saw,  sow  seed. 

Sawing,  sowing. 

Scaff-rafij  riff-raff;  rabbU, 

Scaith.  Aarm;  damage, 

Scaithless,  unharmed;  uninjured. 

Scald,  scaiild,  seM, 

Scart,  cormorant, 

Scart,  scratdi. 

Scat,  tribute;  tax;  answering  to 
the  Latin  vectigal, 

ScathleaSj  free  from  harm, 

Scauding,  scalding. 

Scauffand  rafi|  rough  plenty^  with- 
out sdeetion ;  fun  and  frolic  in 
plenty. 

Scaur,  seare ;  /righten. 

Scaur,  precipitous  bank  qf  earffi 
overhanging  a  river, 

Schelm,  rogue. 

Sdated,  slated. 

Sccnifishing,  suffocating  by  bad 
air. 

Scones,  small  cakes, 

Scotch  collops,  scotched  collops; 
beef-steaks^  scotched,  and  broiled 
in  the  frying-pan. 

Scouping,  skelping,  moving  hasti- 
ly; running;  scampering. 

Scour,  put  forward. 

Scouther,  scorch. 

Scraugbing,  acraiching.  screaming 
hoarsely. 

Screed,  a  long  stripe  qf  cloth  hasti- 
ly torn  off;  a  long  tirade  upon 
any  subject,  hastily  brought  out; 
a  rcLsh  frolic. 

Scrccdea.  torn. 

Screigh  o  mommg,  the  first  dawn. 

Scud,  a  heavy  showc'. 

Scudlar,  scullion. 

Scull,  s/iallowjish-basket. 

Sculduddcry,  relatiiig  to  what  is 
unchaste. 

Scunner,  disgust. 

Seaigh,  selch,  seal;  ssa-ealf. 

Sea-maw,  sea-mssv ;  sea-guU. 

Seannacme,  Highland  antiquary. 

Seer,  sure. 

Soiled,  strained  through  a  clotht  or 
sieve. 

>  S€aped^  oo«td;  w^ViviLx  ootC-uc. 


SeU,  seift  "  the  sell  0*  it,"  ittdf. 
Semple,  qf  low  birth^  opp<mA  to 

gentle. 
Ser'ing,  saiiiziff,  serving;  otwtA 

as  serves  the  turn  ;  enough. 
Sett  Jit;  become;  suit. 
Sey,  "  back  eey,"  sirloin. 
Shabble,  cutlass. 
Shand,  a  cant  term  for  bauemn. 
Shanks,   Ugs ;    "ahank  yoaneU 

awa',"  take  to  your  legs ;  he  ^. 
Sharn,  tkin  eouhdung. 
Shathmont,  six  inches  in  Ungtk. 
Shaughling,  shambling;  "ahindi- 

ling  shoon,"  shoes  trodden  dova 

on  one  side  by  bad  walking. 
Shave,    sheeve,    slice    of  brtad^ 

cheese^  4^. 
Shaw,  show. 
Shaws,  woods  ;  also,  leaves  qf  po- 

tatoeSf  turnipsj,  4$*c. 
Shear^cu^;  divide. 
Shearing,  sheering,  reaping. 
Shealing,  temporary  summermlk- 

house. 
Sheeling-hill,  (near  a  mill.)  ruinf 

ground  where  the  shelled  oats  sn 

winnowed. 
Sheenest,  clearest. 
Shellum,  skellum,  rogue. 
Sheltie,  pony. 

Shiel^  shell ;  take  out  qfthe  husk. 
Shilpit,  weak,  wcuhy,  and  insipid, 
Shoggmg,  shaking  ;  jogging. 
Shooi,  shovel. 
Shoon,  shoes. 
Shored,  threatened. 
Shouldna,  sudna,  should  not. 
Shot- window,  a   small  windov, 

ch^/lyJUlea  with  a  board  Aal 

opens  and  shuts. 
Sbouther,  shoulder;   "show  the 

cauld  shouther,"  appear  cold  and 

reserved, 
Shriegh,  shriek. 
Shule,  r.  shool. 
Shiite,  push  :  also  shoot, 
Sibb,  related  to  by  blood. 
Sic,  siccan,  such. 
Sic  like,  just  so. 
Siccar,  secure,  sqfe. 
Side,  long ;  said  of  garments. 
Siller,  «t/per ;  money. 
Sillock,  (fish,)  podley  ;  gadus  car- 

bonarius. 
Silly,  in  a  weakly  state  of  health, 

whether  of  body  or  mind. 
Sindryj  sundry. 
Sith,  since, 
Skaith,  V.  Seaith. 
Skarts,  scratches, 
Skeely,  skeily,  akeelfti*,  skilful: 

cunning, 
Skeens,  hnvet;    '^skeen  dubh," 

black  knife;   the  Highlander i 

dernier  ^esort. 
Skellies,  squints. 
Skelloch,  dirillcry:  squalt. 
Skelping,  meting  rapidly,  also, 

slapping  with  the  palm  of  the 

hand. 
Skeps,  bee-hives. 
Skitchers,  skates. 
Skinker,  pourer  out  qf  liquor. 
Skink,  pour  out;  also,  soup  made 
^QfOisskinky  or  hogh,  of  beef 
Skirl,  shrill  cry. 
Skirl  in  the  pan,  sap  in  the  pan. 
Skirling,  screaming. 
Skitt,  banter:  ietr. 
Skivie,  out  of  the  proper  direction ; 

deranged. 
Skreigh,  sereeA  ;  loud  AriU  a>, 

"akreigh  o'  day,"  peep  of  day 


Sktimp^  tUnt,  ts  to  meature  or 
qnsntitT. 

Skuldudoery,  iculduddenr,  forni" 
cation. 

SkytOi  eantemptibU  fellow. 

Slack,  an  openintt  beiwMn  two 
hUU;  hoUoto  wurt  no  water 
run». 

Slade^  aUd ;  dipped  oiang. 

Slaistering,  doing  an^  thmg  in  an 
awkward  and  untvdu  wojfi  es- 
pedally  applied  to  aabbung  in 
any  thing  moist  or  unctuous. 

Slaistera,  airty  olopa. 

Sjake,  »mear  ;  aplUchqf(hat  with 
which  anv  thing  to  bodaubed. 

Slan  bream,  in  aftenet. 

Sleaveless-gatei  sleaveless  errand, 
an  idle  errand;  hujiHng  the 
cuckoo. 

Sliddersr,  eUppery, 

Slighted,  (as  a  fortress,)  dioman- 
tied. 

Slink,  mU  worth;  not  to  be  de- 
pended upon  04  good. 

Sfink,  veal  qf  a  calf  killed  imme- 
diatdy  after  calved. 

Sloan,  eloven. 

Slockened,  elaked 

Slogaik  war  ay^  or  gathering 
wara. 

Slot-hounds,  sleuth-hounds,  blood- 
houndgt  who  follow  the  dot^  or 
ecent. 

Slue,  elip  ooftty  and  quietly, 

Sma  I  emau. 

Smaik,  a  eiUy  fellow;  a  puvy  fel- 
low: jMtltry  rogue. 

Smeekit,  emokea, 

Smoor,  emothcr. 

Snag,  snaffiy,  "aik  snag,"  Atiarry 
etump  qfan  oak^  a  tree  having 
the  brandiea  roughly  cut  off. 

Snapper,  etumble. 

Snaps,  gingerbread  nuts. 

Snaw,  enow. 

Sneck,  latdi;  "  sneck-drawer," 
latch-lifter ;  bolt-drawer ;  »l^ 
fellow. 

Sneckit,  notAed, 

Sneeshing,  anu^. 

Soell,  eharp!  cold;  eevere. 

Sniggering,  tittering  aneeringly. 

.Snod,  neat. 

Snood,  a  young  woman's  maiden 
JUlet  for  tying  round  her  head. 

Snotter,  the  proboecis  qf  a  turkey- 
cock.  "To  snotter  md  snivel," 
to  bluhber  and  anvffie.  To  snot- 
ter, is  also  to  go  laUeringly. 

Somedele,  aomlmat. 

Somegtte,  aomehow  ;  eomewhere. 

Somtra,  a<riounure:  durdy  bee- 
gare ;  obtrueive  guested  who 
pleaded  privilege,  and  were  not 
easily  got  rid  o(,  at  least  in  the 
Htghlanda,  where  the  acts  of 
Parliament  against  them  were 
not  enforced. 

Soming,  evonging^  and  playing 
the  unweioome  guest 

Sort,  to  aeeort;  arrange;  fit4  ao^ 
eonunodate  and  manage. 

Sough,  the  noiee  qf  wind:  the 
breaihine  (f  '  person  in  deep 
\  eUep;  the  ehant^  or  reatative^ 
peculiar  to  the  old  Presbyterians 
m  Sootlandt  and  to  certain  ex- 
tra-religious castes  every  where ; 
also,  a  rumour. 

Soup,  epoonful^  or  moutl^ful  qf 
eoup^  or  other  liquid,  or  spoon- 
meat 

Souple,  the  etriking  part  of  a  flail. 
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Sonple^  auppU ;  active ;  also  tubtle. 

Souther,  sowder,  eolder. 

Southron,  eouthrcountry  man; 
Englishman. 

Soutor,  souter,  shoemaker, 

Sowens,  fhimmery;  blancmangi, 
made  of  the  oatmeal  which  re- 
mains in  the  bran  aiter  bolting, 
converted  into  a  sub-acid  starch. 

SjMOj  foretd. 

Spae-wife,  prophetess. 

Spang,  spring. 

Spanged,  sprung. 

Sparry-grass,  asparagus. 

Spanld,  dunudcr. 

Speck  and  span  new,  qieUc  new. 

Speel,  dimb. 

Speer^  aslu 

Speenn^  askings;  answers  to 
questions  asked;  information. 

Spence,  dispensary;  parlour. 

Spick  ana  q;>an,  matter  and 
form. 

Spleuchan,  tobaeeo-pouch. 

Splores,/ro/tc»;  riots. 

Sporran,  (QneL)  purse. 

Sprack,  spruce ;  sprigiUly. 

Spraickle,  scramble;  get  on  toith 
dificulty. 

Spreagb,  yrey;  literally,  cattle. 

Sprea^heiie,  cattle-l\/ling.  prey- 
drimng  ;  also,  small  sjwl ;  pal- 
try booty  of  small  articles. 

Sprees,  sprey8,«Aor/  irregularities, 
and  convivial  indulgence^. 

Springs,  merry  tunes,  to  which 
people  spring  and  dance. 

Sprug,  sparrow. 

Spruso,  spruce, 

Spulzie,  spoil. 

Spule-bane,  blade-bone. 

Spune,  spoon. 

Spunk,  a  match ;  a  taper;  a  spark 
ofJSre  ;  a  small  ftre. 

Spunkie,  wiUrO^-vnsp;  jack  with 
the  lantern;  ignis  fatuus. 

Spm^whangi  spur-teathsr. 

8tan|  staite. 

Staig,  an  wihrdoe-in  young  horse. 

SUik,  deak. 

Stalwart,  stalwarth,  sied-wor^; 
stout  <md  courageous, 

Stamach,  stomaeH 

Stance,  standing^lace. 

StandMls,  stancheons,  iron  bar» 
for  securing  wiiuiows, 

Stane,  staine,  stone» 

Stanfc  sting;  also  a  long  pole. 

Stark  staring  mad«  evidently  gutle 
mad. 

Stark,  strong;  rigid;  st^f. 

Staw,  put  to  astanas  surfeU. 

Steek,  stitch ;  also  shut. 

Steer,  stir;  moled. 

Stmrd  stirred;  meddled  with. 

Steery,  bustle;  sHr;  quandary. 

Steevei  st{f;  dronr  ;  dur(Ale» 

Steevely,  stievely,  Jf rmiy. 

Stell,  place  qf  coveH  ;  shelter. 

Stend,  make  long  steps. 

Sterns,  slams,  stars. 

Stibbler,  clerical  prob<Uioner :  vp- 
plied  in  ridicule. 

Stocked,  sti^t,  stude$  stabbod; 
also  bungled  and  spoiled  in  the 
making. 

Stickit  minister,  a  cUrieal  student 
or  vrobatUner  become  unguali- 
fiea  for  the  ministerial  office 
from  imbecility,  or  immoral  con- 
dud, 

Stievely,  st^ffiy;  Jhmly. 

Sting  and  ling,  vx  d  armis. 

Stir,  nr. 
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Stirk,  a  young  steor  or  hoifer  be- 
tween one  and  two  years  old. 

Stoiting,  staggering. 

Stoop  and  roop,  dump  and  rump  ; 
altogether. 

Stot,  a  buUodc  bdween  two. and 
three  years  old 

Stour,  oust;  skirmish;  battle. 

Stour,  stoor,  large  and  strong; 
dem. 

Stour-looking,  gruff-looking. 

Stouth  and  routh,  plenty. 

Stouthrief^  robbery. 

Stow,  cut  off;  lop. 

Stowin^cs,  sprouts  of  colewort gath- 
ered tn  spring. 

Strae,  straw. 

Strae  death,  death  upon  the  bed- 
draw;  natural  death, 

Straik,  stroke. 

Straike,  a  strike;  a  buAeL 

Strath,  a  valley  through  vAidi  a 
river  runs. 

Strauf^ted,  stretched ;  made 
straight. 

Streak,  streek,  stiiek,  stretch;  lay 
out  a  corpse. 

StnM,hardpressure  ;  hard  strain- 
ing. 

StamBdAee^ashe^thatJuuthe 
sturdy,  or  giddiness,  from  wa- 
ter in  the  head. 

Suckin,  mill-dues, 

Suddenty,  sudden. 

Suld,  should 

Sumph,  sqft  muddy-headed  ftllew. 

Sune,  soon. 

Sune  or  syne,  sooner  or  later. 

Sunkets,  provision  qfany  sort. 

Sunkie,  low  stooL 

Suniuedy,(Ivanhoe,)pre«uiiipfion  / 

insolence. 
Sute,  soot. 
Swttnkie,  supple  active  young  fd- 

low. 
SwankinfL  supple;  active. 
Swap,  exfkange. 
Swart-back,  great  black-and-white 

gull. 
Swarfit,  Bwsx^&L  swooned. 
Swarved,  swetved. 
Swatlerell  squattered,  svluttered; 

Jlouneea;  moved  rapidly  in  ffie 

water. 
Sweal,  to  run;  said  of  a  candle. 
Swear^  sweer,  lazy;  reluctant. 
Sweepit,  swept. 
Swire,  neck;  also  dec(f nation  inM> 

hill ;  hollow  between  two  hiUs. 
SmrleB,  whirls  s  circular  motions. 
Swith,  quickly. 
Swithet,  douit;  hesitation. 
Swuir,  swore. 
Sybo,  an  onion  that  does  not  form 

a  bulb  at  the  rod. 
Syke,  sike,  small  riU,  commonly 

running^  out  qf  a  quagmire; 

shmU  mil  without  saiui  or  gra- 

veL 
Syn,  syne,  sin,  since;  then;  cfter 

that;  inthiUcastk 
Synd,  rinse;  sjmdings^  rinsingv, 
^yver,  gutter ;  *'eaus^rad  syver," 

stone-paved  gutter, 

T. 

Tae,  toe. 

Tae,  the  ae,  the  one ;  tae  hal^  ths 

oitehalf. 
Taed,  tiJd,  toad. 
n^n,  taken. 
T^e,  iUid  of  entaiL 


Tux,  lock  of  wool,  4v, 
Tale,    "w?   thS   tele,* 


accord- 
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•fi^  to  ffuir  9ien  vUtry ;  iu  Mey 

Talent^  jTurpoM;  indinaticn, 

Tammie-norie,  (bird,)  the  <mk,  or 
puMn. 

Tangle,^  etem  of  the  larger  fa- 
CU8  digitalis,  a  epeciee  qf  sea- 
weed. The  term  is  also  applied 
contemptuously  to  any  long 
dangling  person  or  thing. 

Tangs,  tonge. 

Tap  or  tow,  the  quantity  of  ^ota,  or 
hardst  that  is  made  up  in  a  eimi- 
eal  figure,  to  be  put  upon  the 
distaff. 

Tape,  to  tope,  to  make  a  little  go  a 
great  ipay  .*  t^uae  sparingly. 

Tappit  hen,  (m  drinking,)  a  tinj^t 
with  a  nob  on  the  top,  contain- 
ing a  quart  of  ale. 

Tarrd,  marked  toith  tor,  as  sheep : 
"a'  tarr'd  wi'  the  same  stick," 
one  as  bad  as  the  other. 

Tasker,  a  labourer  ioho  does  task- 
work. 

Tasse,  cup, 

Tassell,  tussell. 

Tatty,  naUed 

TauId,/o^ 

Taupie,  a  slow  foolish  slut. 

Tawse,  the  leather  strap  used  for 
chastisement  in  Scotland. 

Tee'd  ball,  (at  golf!)  a  ball  raised 
on  a  nob  of  earth. 

Teind,  su  Tiend. 

Tender,  delicate^  as  to  health; 
weakly;  ailing. 

Tent.  aUention ;  caution!  care. 

Teugh,  tench,  tough. 

Thack,  thatdu 

Thae.  these. 

Thack,  thatch.  "  Under  thack  and 
rape,"  under  thatch  and  rope; 
commonly  used  in  allusion  to  the 
stacks  in  the  bam-vard,  after 
they  are  thatched-in  for  the  win- 
ter; 80  that,  *' under  thack  and 
rape"  means  snug  and  comfort- 
able. 

Tliaimi,  small  gut ;  catgut  !jiddle- 
string. 

That,— "no  that  far  off!"  not  vti-y 
jforcff. 

TneekuiK,  thatching;  tiudth. 

Theow  andEsne,  (Ivanhob,)  IhraU 
and  bondsman. 

lliiggers,  mannerly  beggars^  that 
aak'a  beneyolence,  not  an  alms. 

ThiffiinA  going  round  collecting 
benevolenees ;  gented  begging. 

Thegither,  together. 

Thereout,  out  of  doors. 

Tliick,  intimate. 

Thirlage,  ^aldomt  agtriction  to  a 
null. 

Tlioled,  suffered. 

Thought,  a  very  UttU ;  amnewhat. 

thowlOBa.shiggi^i  inactive. 

Thranft  throng ;  busy. 

Thrapple,  thropple,  throcd. 

Thraw,  twist:  writhe.  "Heads 
and  thraws,"  lying  side  by  side^ 
the  feet  of  the  one  by  the  head  of 
the  other. 

Thoom,  thumb. 

ThnwtLTt^  cross-grained ;  ill-tem- 
pered. 

T^rawing,  twisting ;  thworUng. 

Tlumwn,  twisted;  perverse;  ill- 
tempered;  crabbed. 

TlirsaTe,  twenty-four  afcaove*,  or 
two  shocks  of  grain. 

Tbjsflp^  t]am.acatsalUni  i  i)erti- 
nacu>u9    ajfirmation ;    mreat. 


GLOSfiURT. 

*' An  sold  threea"  a  «ii}»ert<»/ion 

obstinately  pernstsd  in  qfold. 
Threa)it,  persisted  in  averring. 
ThntOLa  rush. 
Through-stane,  grave-stone. 
Thrum  o'er,  tell  over  in  a  tiresome 

TMtnner. 
Thumbiekins,    thumbscrews  for 

torture. 
Tiends,  tithes. 
Tig,  twitch. 
Tfll,  to. 

Tillie-wallie,  fddle-faddle. 
Time  about,  alternately. 
Tine,  lose. 
Tinklers,  tinkers. 
Tint,  lost. 

Tjppences,  twopenny  pieces. 
Tippennj.  ale  at  two-penes  aauart. 
Tirne-wirue  holes,  intricate  holes. 
Tirlini^  digging  up ;  uncovering. 

"Tirling  at  the  door  pin,"  twirl- 

in^  thehandle  qfthe  latch. 
Timevies,  tantrums. 
Tit  tie,  the  infantine  and  endearing 

manner  of  pronouncing  sister. 
Tocher,  marriage  portion, 
Tocherless,  portionless. 
Tod,fox. 
Toddling,  waddling  ns  children 

do. 
Took  of  drum,  tuck  of  drum. 
Toom,  empty. 
Toon.    SeeTown. 
Toot  (tout)  of  a  horn,  blast  qf  a 

horn. 
Torek,  tusk,  a  short  thick  cod-Jlsh 

80  called. 
Tou,  thou. 
Toustie,  testy. 
Tout,  pout;  pet ;  huff;  also  sound 

qfahom. 
Toutie,  haughty. 
Touzled  out,  ransacked, 
Touzled,  in  disorder;  such  at  the 

hair  uncombed ;  rumpled. 
Tow,  hards ;  also  a  rope. 
TowHt  any  inhcUnted place;  a  sin' 

gle  Heading. 
Toy-mutch,  close  linen  cap,  with- 
out lace,  mil,  or  border,  aind  with 

flaps  covering  the  neck  and  part 

of  the  shoulders. 
Trailled,  dragged. 
Traiking^  lounging  i  dangling. 
Tramped,  stamped;  trod. 
Tramper,  scamp  ;  run-a-gcUe. 
Trashed,  detenorated  through  bad 

usage. 
Treen,  made  (if  tree;  wooden. 
Trig,  n«a<. 

Trindling,  trundling. 
Trocking,  trucking  ;   bartering  ; 

having  intercourse. 
Trogg^,  troth. 
Trotcoflie,  a  warm  covering  for  tiu 

head,   neck  and  bretut,    when 

travelling  in  bad  weather. 
Trow,  trew,  believe:  think;  guess. 
Trump,  Jews  harp, 
Tryacie,  treacle. 

Tryst,  appointment;  rendezvous. 
Trfsted  ¥^h,  met  wi^ 
Tiulxie,  toolyie,  tnsyle,  seuffie. 
Tup.  ram. 
TurDinack)U&  (2/,  or  belonging  to 

pwH^  or  rasher  turf. 
Turnpike  stav,  wimdinM  stair  case. 
Twa.  twae.  two, 
Twall,  twelve. 

Twalpenniea.  one  jxnny  sterling. 
Twopenny,  beer  which  cost  two- 
peace  a  ScoftUk  quart. 

Ti^t^  dog,  ol  \\i«\«t^x  Vvxv^. 
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TyiM,  Jsm;  tint,  lost 

Tjmea,  antlers  of  a  stag;  isAqf 
a  harrow. 

U. 

Vdal  allodial. 

Udaler.  one  who  holds  his  lands  h^ 

allodial  tenure. 
Ugaome,  diegueting. 
Ulae,  oiL 

Umquhile,  whilom  tei-devani;  Itit. 
Unbrized,  unbrt^en. 
Vncunny,  dangeroue ;  suppessib 

possess  supernatural  powen. 
Unoe,  ounce. 

Unchancy,  vrihteky;  dangtrmu. 
Unco,    uncouth  :    etrante ;  n- 

known!  it  is  also  una  intmi- 

tively,  as   "Unco  little,"  Ttrj 

liUU. 
Unfreen^  unfriends  ;  enemia. 
Unhalseo.  unsahitecL 
UnkennM,  unknown, 
Untenty,  ineatUious  ;  cardess. 
Untill,  unto;  tiU. 
Up-bye,  a  little  teay  farther  or; 

up  the  way. 
Upcaat,  reproach. 
Upgoing,  ascent. 
UpEaud,  uphold  ;  maintain. 
Uphaudoi,  supported  ;  laid  under 

oblig^ation. 
Upsettmg,  conceited;  assumini. 
Upsides  with,  co«nwitfc;  ^iiwiik. 
Up-tak,  conception  $  applied  to  the 

underatanding. 

V. 

Vaes,  in  Orkney  and  Shetland,  in- 

Ids  of  the  sea. 
Vaik,  become  vacant. 
Vassiull.  vessels. 
Vassail-Duird,  cup-board. 
Visnomy,  visc^e. 
Vivers, /ood;  ecUablee. 

W. 

Wa',  waU. 

Waal,iMU. 

Wabster,  webeter  ;  weaver. 

Wad,  wager;  pledge;  hostage. 

Wad,  wouUL 

Wadna,  would  not. 

Wae,  iro. 

WaesonMb  i0q/W. 

Waff,  blast. 

Wv^strayedi  vagabond. 

Waismg,  weiaaing;  dineHng. 

yftketm,  vigilant. 

yfuULdioiee;  ofcoosc 

YfSS»i  valet. 

Waliae,  eaddU-bage;   port-man- 

teau. 
Wallowing,  weltering. 
Wallydrai||^&  the  youngeat  bird  in 

a  nest,  and  henoe  naad  for  any 

W  feeble  ill^grown  creature. 
alth,  pleiUy. 
Wame,  womb  ;  beliy. 
Wamefou',  beUyfuiL 
Wampishea,  toeeee/romHdy. 
Wan,  got ;  won,    "^  Wan  o^."  got 

over. 
Wanchancy,  unhidfcy. 
Wankm,  vengeance:  the  devil. 
Wan-thriven,    stunted;   decayed; 

whoee  fftriving  ie  rshvgVade. 
Ware,  expend!laiy  out 
Wanle,  active  ;  etreng;  heaWvy. 
Wars,  work. 
Walk  looms,  toole. 
Warlock,  wimord. 
.  Warld,  world. 


Wantle,  wtmle,  wnMie,  artttU. 

WMna,  inu  not. 

'Wwtell  cake,  unuail  cakt;  an 
oatmliMffbakedinlhemmiieiA 

WMtnfe,  wisciy,  Koitei  impru- 

litnl  exptiuc 
Wit,  wd. 
Wai,  WM1,  know. 
WaMr-hroo,  water  graei. 
Water-purpie,     itaier   tptvimU  i 

Walher,  utoiher. 

Wauoh,   mff,   wauS   nauHoiM.' 

bad}  aAoUy. 
WaoK  uaH, -jfop. 
'Waoght,  AcorA  drtmfU  iifliqaor. 
Waiir,t«>r*e;uBOi>ti(lo  HttaorM; 

Wuircd,  u«ri<w(;  v<nifuuh«'. 
Wawt  n>U  Ikt  tfo,  andlaok  wildly. 
WawB,  walla,  and  ■wc]i:hiea,ima^ 

vliirlpoaU,  and  gtiifi. 
Wean,  woe  ane,  lUtli  ant  I  lAild. 
Wear,  lait ;  aiditre. 

"Wear  the  jacket."  Thii  phraaa 
alludn  10  a  cuslom  now,  we  be- 
lieve, obiolele,  by  which,  on  piy- 


tnemberofibaimarehighlTboni 
KKJatr.  might  becDOH  entitled  lo 
ibe  Beld-pnrikaea  of  the  Hunt, 
and  among  oinera,  waa  toler- 
«Ied  to  iKor  lAa  jocitct  of  the  a 

WesJifii',  poirt/ut ,-  dittratiag. 


Wed,  imU  .-  iwoJ. 

Weel,  wdt,  ittUl  jn-Mperiti/ !  ad- 
vantage. 

Weft,  waft, „. 

WeJRh  bawka,  tlu  beam  qf  a  ba- 
lance for  weighing. 

Woght,  a.M,.  with 
wmnowing  corn. 

V/Kit.wiK\,mUy>eUl 

Weil,  wie],  a  rmaU  whirlpool. 

Weird,  dettiny.  "The  weird  is 
dree  d,'^  the  lii  fortune  u  titffo- 
ed;  Aedeitinyu/uifiUtd. 

Weiae,  waiie,  wuh.  wiiab,  lead; 
gitide  ;  point  oat;  •hoalhevaf! 
direct  i  ptU  in  the  way. 

Welked,  waaki^  fyUed  dolh^  col- 

Wdl-bead,  rprint. 


it  hola,  for 


GLOSSARY. 

Whample,  ttnltei  iloA. 

Wilaae,  leatlur. 

Whap,  carUa. 

Whar,  whan^  ahere. 

What  for  nol  v*ynol? 

Wbean,  whin,  part»tl  a  mmtber 

ofperaana  orlhinga. 
-  Thidduig,  tcuddinp. 
Wlugninora,  grtal  vliif. 
V/iugBD^Jngging  nuUif ,  urging 

Whigmaleeiies,  trinlitlt  l  nidi- 
oiietM!  uhinu. 

Wbiltied,    vt^^Sidi    dieated   by 

\yiBIU  bamboailing;  deeeie- 
int  mm  tpedoiu  prttmcu- 

Whiur-whaa,  idU  cnjnlinf  tpaA- 
a ;  Jbaimery. 

W)utk,«AicA. 

Whin.    See  Wheen. 

Whingeing.  favning  and  uhtninf 


Whitrying,  fying  rapidlt/. 
While  hasB,  •atuaga  ttafftd  witji 

Dolmal  and  ruel. 
Whittie-whattieinR,  maJcing /ool- 

itk  am/utura  I  rcatoningtalit- 

litpUTBOIC. 

Whittle,  *»(/*. 

WbittnititMaM',  from  while  throat. 

Whomling,  tAtlmingi  sHrftim- 


Will-a-wa,  weal-awair,  woitmtl 
Willj-ard,  uiW;    ttrange;  unoc 

antntabU  •  shjr. 
Wimple,  tmnding  turn. 
Win,  get!  "win  by,"  "get  patti' 

Windte-altae,    cretltd    dog't-tai 

vrtndles,  a  turning  frame,  npoi 
which  yam  ia  put,  lo  be  tnuiu 

Wmdow-bole,  tkevari  ija collaee 
aindoaihatitSUedSiia'aooden 
blind. 

Winn  I,  wunna,  aili  not. 

Vnnaome,  fain^  ;  lociiy ;  pretty , 
qf  engaging  appearanct,  or  efci- 


fnm  right  la  J<fl;  epnirary  l« 

the  apparent  motion  iif  the  rdl 

Withy,    woody,    ropt   qf  ttaitttd 

Wittera,  harht  qfajtthing-ipnr, 
or  ftf  afiMng-hook.  ^ 
'""  ""—■■""  launnng 


Wunna,  winoa,  mil  not. 
Wuas,  wiA.    See  alao  Wom. 
Wyliecoat,   bo^,  Jtannil   und4r- 

drett  nait    the    ahirt;  jbnuiel 

petticoat: 
Wvnda  (in  a  town)  tuminga  off 


Taffin^,  barhng,  likaadcgitta 
patnon  i  chatteritig. 

Yagger,  hanttri  ranger  about  Ou 
eouMry;  pedlar. 

Yald,  ttipplt;  adice ;  aOOOie. 

Yammered,  made  a  load  outtry. 

Yanking,  uny  qf  talking  BnglUh. 

Yaud,  jadtt  mare. 

Ya.aA,"fMiy*ttA,"  a  ay  qf  encou- 
ragement, or  diredion,  from,  a 
twpAenf  to  hit  dog, 

Yanid,  alert ;  athle&. 

YmiDed,  airdied. 

Yearning,  renntl. 

Yelloch,  i/iriU  cry. 

Yejloched,  raited  a  t/uilt  cry. 

Yellow  yoldriog,  yellow  yoiling. 
ydUnB-hammer. 

Yer.your. 

YerL  earl, 

Ya»lre«m,  yeiter  etien!  tail  nigkl, 

Yince^  ana 
Yett,  jufe. 
Yoking,  the  ploagliing  Oat  it  dent 

at  one  puMng-to  qfOit  honet. 
Yon,  there ,-  yonder  ;  Acyondi 
■^^vyeuKng,    yoiri^    Mat, 
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